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PROCEEDJNGS 
OF TH:2. 

HOU E OF ASSEMBLY OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

M10NDAY, May 3'fsf, f 9'0'9. 

His Excelfency SIR WILLIAlVI 
l\:IacGREGOR, Knight Gr'an~:I Cross 
of the lVIo·st Distingulslied Order of 
Saint Iviichael and Saint GeoTg·g, 
eompanion~ of t·he M:ost Horrourable 
<D~der 0f the Bath, E>octor of Medi .. 
cine, Go·vernor and Command1er-in
Ch ief in and 01rer the. Island of 
: :e .. 1 ~:0 . .-~ndla.!1d and its. Depen.den .. 
cle;.3, .by his !Proclamation bearing 
date the Tenth D"ay of" April 
last, navin·g di.ssolvetf the~ la.t~· Gen
eral Assem bl~, and by ·liis, I?roclama
tiolli bearing. dat.e. the· "Bentlli Day 
of April last. cal.le& a;. n.e.w o.ne; 
and by .his Proclan1ation bearing 
date the Eighteentli Day of May in
stant, having appointed il\foncfay, 
tlie 'Pliirty:..First Day of May· instant, 
for the meeting of the said fleneral 
Alss.-embly f!on the.: d!E!spatch\ e~ ·llusi
ness, the following are th-e names of 
the memhex.s, i1eturned~ b~ the r.eturn
ing officers of the several electoral! 
districts. t0: ireDi=.esent the said dis
tricts 1in the Gener~ . A.ssem.bly,:.-

List of !J{ embers returned to serve 

in the House o/ Assembly., . .JJ.909 ... ,:--

Hon~ Sir Edward P. Morris, John 
R. ff ennett and Michael E. Kennedy, 
FllJClUfres.. · St .. , .to · Western 
Dwision· 

.Famew M:. ~ent, George), SBea md 

1909. 

Jehin: IDwy er.~ ltsqui.1-~-S- lo hn•· 

£:.astern Divisicn; 

Wil.liam Woodford and John J. 
Mu·rphJ!, Esquires Harbor Main; 

Willia:m R.. Warren, Esquire
.Ito :rtrd:e-G.r.a..ve; 

Ara.h1bald W. Piccott,, Al.f:i:etl H. 

·S'eym!011r & d (EJdward Pa.If.'Sons, Es

q. 1J i l!e s F.1 ar·be·r Grace; 

J 'oil1n R.· 1Goodison, Esquire·-

Carb·onear; 
Hon. John Crosbie and Jesse 

Whlteway, Nsquire Bay de -V er'cfe ;. 
R. Anderson ~quites·, Esq'ti'l~, 

H'on. Robert· Wa:rson .. and Eawl\r· G. 

a·rant, :EJsq·uire Trinfty; 

Hon. £):dney Blandtor~ William 

~ WinsOD,. Esvi.ir..~ . an Iilon . Do 

M<l.riso~B.ona.lfi$.t4\;, 

Heney J ·. Eal'le;. Es4ni-rs: Fo · ,, 

Rb. Bon. Sir Jto b~llU. B<ntd~ • 

.Mugutstn&· €lift and <Jetfirge go~', 

ms'(! uires--'11wil~ing~t~., .. 

Wi'llinm M. Clapp, Es·qutre ~

Barbe;. 

Joseph F. D-owney, Iilsqui.re. St. 

G~Ol'ife!~ 

R:oDer Mattltutl Es<PJi~ 

aind LaPbif e;. 

!To~. Charles~ :A:. Emerson· Irbr;.. 
tune; 

Itren.r~ @·ear and• Ed.Wudl H. 
D™JJ,. Esq uk.eifJ · · B Ul!i • 
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Richard J. Deve1reux, William R. 

Howley and Frank J. ..Morris, Es-

quires-Placentia; 

Hon. l\1ichael P. Cashin and 
Philip Moore, Esquire Ferryland. 

By virtue of a Commission under 
the Great Seal to the I-Ionourable Sir 
Edward D. ,Shea, President of the 
Legislative Council, the Hono11rable 
George Skelton and the Honourable 
Robert K. Bishop, 'members of the 

said Council, w·hich is as follows:-

WM. MACGRE:GOR, 

Governor, 
( L. S.] 

EDT¥ ARD, by tlze 
G·race of God, of 
tlie U11ited [(i1ig

do 11t of Great Brit 
r.i1t a1id Ircla1td, 
a1iti -of tlie Brit 
£slt Do11iinions be 

~'011.d the Seas, 
J(l1ig, Def e1tde1· of 
ti';e Faitlt. Eni
peror of I1zdia. 

To all to whom these ·presents 
shall come, Greeting: 

Know ye that we .have appointed 
Honourable Sir Edward D. Shea, 
President of the Legislative ·Council 
of our Island of Newfoundland, the 
Honourable George Skelton and the 
Honourable Robert K. Bishop, mem-

bers of our Legislative Coun·cil, to be 

Commissioners, they or either of 
them to administeir the Oath of Al
legiance to the undermentioned per
sons, elected to serve in 1the House 
of Assembly for the several Dis
trlcts and Divisions of Districts set 
opposite their names, respectively, 
and appointed :by P,roclamation by 
our Governor of our Island of !New
foundland, to be ·holden dn St. 
John's on the T.hirty-first Day of 
this instant month:-

Hon. Sir Edward P. Morris, John 
R. Bennett and Michael E. Kennedy, 

Esquires St. John's, Western 
Division; 

James M. Kent, George Shea and 
John Dwyer, Esquires St. John's, 

Eastern Division; 

William Woodford and Joh11 J. 
Murphy, Esquires Harbor Main; 

William R. Warren, Esquire
Port-de-Gra ve; 

• 

Archibald W. Piccott, Alfred H. 
.Seymour and 1Edward Parsons, Es

quires Harbor Grace; 

John R. 1Goodison, Esquire

Carb·onear; 
I-Ion. John Crosbie and Jesse 

Whiteway, Esquire Bay de Verde; 
R. Anderson Squires, Esquir·e, 

Ho11. Robert Watson and Edwin G. 

Grant, Esquire Trinity; 

Hon. Sydney Blandford, William 

C. Winsor, Esquire, and Hon. Donald 

~!.[orison Bona vista; 

Henry J. Earle, Esquire Fogo; 

Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Bond, J. 

Augustus Clift and George Roberts, 
Esquires Twillingate; 

William M. Clapp, Esq uire--St. 
Barbe; 

Joseph F. Downey, Esquire St. 
George; 

Robert Moulton, Esquire Burgeo 
and LaPoile; 

Hon. Charles H. Emerson For
tune; 

Henry Gear and Edward H. 
Davey, Esquires Burin; 

Richard J. Dev·ereux, William R. 
Howley and Frank J. ·Morris, Es
quires Placentia; 

Hon. Michael P. Cashin and 

Philip Moore, Esquire Ferryland. 

Giving to them or either of them 
• 

full power and authority to perform 
the matters herein.before mentioned, 
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ratifying and confirming all what
soever they or either of them shall 
do and perform in this behalf, and 
thereof tb.ey or either of them are to 
make due return under their hands 
and seals unto our Governor of our 
said Island with these presents an-

nexed. 
Given unde1r the Great Seal of our 

aforesaid Island of Newfoundland. 
\Vitness our trusty and well

belov·ed SIR WILLIAM MacGREG
OR, K11igh t Grand Cross of he 
1\fost Distinguished Order of Saint 
Michael and Saint . George, Com
panion of the Mos·t Honourable Or
der of the Bath, Doctor of Medicine, 
Governor and Comma.n·der-in-C;hief 
in and over Our said Island of New
foundland an·d its Dependen·cies, at 
St. John's, in Our said Island, this 
Tv1enty-Ninth day of May, A.D. 
1909, and in the Ninth year of Our 
Reign. 

By Hie; Excellency's Command, 
R. WATSON, 

Colonial Secretary. 

MEMBERS ARE SWOR·N IN 

His Excellency's Commissioners 
ca:me bet-w~een the hours of 2 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. of th·e clock on the said 
Thirty-First Day of May in the 
Council Chamber, P ·atrick T. Mc
Grath, Esquire, ·Clerk of the House 
of Assembly, as in duty bound, at
tending, and the names of the me·m
bers returned for the several Dis
tricts having ·been called over by the 
Clerl{, they appeared and took and 
subs·cribed the Oath of Allegian·ce in 
the presence of the said Commis
sioners, as follows: 

Hon. .Sir Edward P. Morris and 
Michael E. Kennedy, ·Esquir·e St. 
John's, Wester·n Division; 

James M. Kent, George Shea and 

John Dwyer, Esquires St. John's, 
Eastern Division; 

William Woodford and Jolin J. 
Murphy, Esq11ires Harbor Main; 

William R. Warren, Esquire
P·ort-de-Grave; 

Archibald W. Piccott, Alfred H. 
1Seymour and Edward Parsons, Es-· 

quires Harbor Grace; 

,Jo.hn R. :Goodison, Esquire

Carb·onear; 
Hon. John Crosbie and Jesse 

Whiteway, Esquire Bay de Verde; 
R. Anderson Squires, Esquire, 

Hon. Robert Watson and Edwin G. 

Grant, Esquire Trinity; 

Hon. Sydney Blandford, William 
C. Winsor, Esquire, and Hon. Donald 
11 orison Bona vista; 

Henry J. Earle, Esquire Fogo; 

J. Augustus, Clift, Esquire

Twillingate; 

William M. Clapp, Esquire-St. • 
Barbe; 

Joseph F. D,owney, Esquire St. 
George; 

Robert Moulton, Esquire Burgeo 
and LaPoile; 

Ho11. Charles H. Emerson For
tune; 

Henry . Gear and Edward H. 
Davey, Esquires Burin; 

Richard J. Dev·e1reux, William· R. 
Howley and Frank ,J. ,Morris, Es
quires Pla.centia; 

Hon. Michael P. ·Cashin and 
Philip Moore, Esquire Ferryland. 

And the said membe1rs who had 
taken the oath, took their seats ac
cordingly. 

OPENING OF TB 11: SESSION 

At three of the 1clock, the Gentle
man Usher of the 1Black Rod appear
ed at the Bar and· said:-

• 



• 

20 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

• • Ge11 tlew.en of the House of J£.s .. 
sembly: 

''Iii~ jJxpellen,ey the Go1rerno.r re
quests your immediate attention ta 
the Coun·cil Chamber.'' 

Accordingly, the members (?)·f the 
Ass~mb1y p:roeeeded to the Council 
Cb.amb~r, ,vh.e:re the following Com
missio11 was rea.d by the Clerk .of the 
Legislative Council:-..... 

WM. MA<!GRE6-0R, 

Governor, 

ED WARD, by the 
Grace of God, of 
the U1iited Kitzg 
dom of Great Br i 
tai1i and Ireland 
aud of Ike Brit ... • 

fL.S.J ish Domi11ions be-, 
j'Ottd the ... <:;eas, 
King ,Defe11der of 
the Faitli, m
peror of I11dia .. 

To the Honourable Sir Edward D~ 

Shea, President of the Legislat
ive Co11ncil. tl1e Honourable 
George Skelton and the Honour
able Robert I-{. BislTop, members 
ot the Legislative Council, 
Greeting: 

WUEREAS I have deemed it ex
pedient that the First Session ot the 
Twenty-seQond General Assembly 
s1hould be opened .for the despatch· o! 
business on tbe Thirty-first day of 
tbii iDstant month, whereof I have 
given notice in my Proclamation, 
dated the Eighteenth day of this in
stant month; and 

WHEREA·S it i~ not e4Pedi,ent that 

tbe nurposeR tor which l have called 
the said General Asembly together 
should be declared on the said da)r, 
nor t1ntil the m·em.bers of the1 Hou·se 

• 

of Assembly have proceeded to the 
cllotce of a Speaker, you, the said 
Hon·ourable Sir E. D. Shea, Honour .. 
able George Skelton and Honourable 

Robert K. Bishop are hereby author
ized and directed to signify to th 
members of the House of Assembly, 
ou the Thirty-first day of May in· 
stant:' that it is my pl€ast1re that 
they shall procE:ed to the choice of 
some proper person to be their 
Speaker, and present such person on 
the fvllowing day for roy approba
tion.~ 

Given under my Hand and Seal at 
the G·overnment House, Saint Joh11's, 
the Tweuty ... Ninth Day of May, A.D. 
1909. 

By His Excellency's Command~ 
R, WATSON 
Colonial Secretary. 

SPEAKER IS ELECTED 

The Honourable Sir Edward D. 
Shea, President of the Legislative 
Council, then said:-

f"Gentlemen of the Honourable 
H·ouse ·Of Assembly:-

. ''It is not convenient for His Ex
cellency the Governor to declare the 
reason o:r his calling this General 
Assembly to-day and it being ne
cessa.ry that a Speaker of the House 
of Aesembly should be first chosen by 
you; therefore, it is His Excellency's 
pleasure that you, Gentlemen of the 
House of Assembly do now repair 
to the place where you are to sit and 
there proceed to the choice of some 
p·roper person to be you.r Speaker, 
and present such person, whom you 
sh.all so choose, ·here to-morrow at 
three o'clock for His Excellency's ap ... 
proval.'' 

An·d the members having returned 
to the Assembly Room, the Honour
able the Prime Minister, addressing 
himself to the Clerk, who, standing 
up, pointed to him and then sat down 
moved ' 1that William R. Warren, Es
quire, Member elected for the Dis
trict of Port de Grave, do take the 
Chair of this House as Speaker ~·r 

• 
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which motion was seconded by the 
Honourable the Acting Leader ·of the 
Opposition, l\'1r. Kent. 

No other member being -proposBd 
as Speaker, lVIr. W.ar:ren was unan
ir.aously called by the House to the 
Chair, and was conducted to the 
Chair by the members who propos.ed 

and seconded ·him. 
Whereupon Mr. Warren, standing 

on the step, addressed the House, ex
pressing his g1~atitude to the Hon
ourable members for the high hon
our unanimously conferred upon 
him. 

The House then adjourned u11til to 
morrow, Tuseday, at half-past two 
of the clo.ck in the afternoon. 

TUESDAY, June 1st, 1909. 
The House met at half-past two of 

the clock in the afternoon, pursuant 
to adjournment. 

At three o'clock a .message from 
His Excellency the Governor was de
livered by the Gentleman Usher of 
the Black Rod, commanding the im
mediate attention of Mr. Spealrer 
and the House in the Council Cham
ber. 

Then Mr. Speaker and the House 
· attende1d His Excellency in the Coun-

cil Chamber; and being returne·d to 
the Assembly Room, Mr. Speaker in
formed the House that when in at
tendance upon His Excellency in the 
Council Chamber, His Excellency 
had been pleased to approve of his 
election as Speaker :of this House; 
and that His Excellency had also 
been pleased to make a speech to 
both bran·ches of the Legislature of 

which Speech he had obtained a 
copy, which he read to the House 
as follows:-

SPEECH FROM TBli~ THRONE 

Mr. Presid,ent and Honourable 

f~e:mtlen1Bn of the Legislative Coun ... 
cil: 

lVIr. Sp-eake·r and Gentlemen of the 
Honourable ,I-louse of Assembly: 

For nearly five y·ears it has been 
my high privilege to represent in 

. this Colony the great and wise I{ing 
that the peo.p1e o.f this country re• 

vere and love with such touching 
lo~ra1ty and devotion~ and to whom 
they are so grateful for the substan 
tial benefits he has conferred on 
them and their descendants. 

I have felt th·at to be Gove1 .. nor of 
Ne,,rfoundland is an honor of which 
any man ,wl1oever he may be, may 
be justly proud. To me personally, 
Newfoundland ·has been in a peculiar 
sense a congenial home, because, 
both the nature of the country and 
tl1e character of the people so close ... 
ly re·semble my own native land ·and 
my own .country men. I cannot, th,ere-
fore, witl1out sadness, quit Newfound
land even though it is to proceed to 
a great and delightful country, 
where I have already ,during many 
years ·expe.rienced much kindness. 

I shall leave this Colony . full of 
hope for its future. In view :of its 
splendid resources, and of its fav
ourable geographical situation; and 
in the light of the character of its 
people for energy, perseverance, in
dustry, and not least, their adapt
ability, ·one can clea.rly see before it 
the era of great ·progress whi·ch, ·with 
wise and prudent administration 
cannot but -be in store for this land so 
bounteously endowed by nature. The 
development and prosperity of New
foundland will always be watched 
by me with real affection. 

Within the past :se:ven 
two general elections have . . 

months 
taken 

place within this Colony, with the 
circumstances occasioning which you 
are all conversant in your in·dividual 
capacities. The first was · indecisive 

• 
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in that it resulte·d in th·e election of 
eighteen members to ·S11pport the 
Administration under "\Vhose aus
pices it was held, and of a s~milar 

number to support the Oppositi·on; 
the second resl1lted in an einphatic 
declaratio.n by the col1ntry endors
ing the policy of my present advisers 

The questions arising o.u t of the 
interpretation of Article One of he 
TTeaty of 1818~ beitween H;~s 

MajestJr's Gover11ment and the Gov
ernment of the United States have 
been submitted to the Pern1an
ent Court of Arbitration at the 
Hague, and. the matters at issue will 
come up for adjudication a;bout a 
year hence before the Special 1Court 
of Aribtration chosen to pass upon 
the points in dispute·. A co.py of the 
Sp.ecial Agreement for Sl1bmission 
with other papers Telating thereto, 
will be laid before you. 

My late Ministers agree1d to su·b
mit to the adjudtcation of ills 
Maje·sty's Privy Council the d'isp·ute 
between the Province of Quebec and 
this Colony with regard to the 
boundary of their :respe·ctive posses
sions in the. Labrador Peninsula. 
Steps will be taken to provide that 
d u1ring the ·coming season and 
'her·e·after, reports upon the miner
als, forests, an1d water powers of 
Labrador, may be obtained, so that 
th·e Government may ibe better in
formed as to the value of areas there 
for which applications ·are made, so 
that measures may be initiated to 
secure for this 1Colony an ae·dquate 
share of the 1pot.ential ·wealth of this 
region. 

In the month of February last, an 
invitation was extended to this Col-

ony by the President of the United 
States to appo1int a representative to 
the North American Conservation 
Conference, which met at Washing:.. 

ton on the 18th of that :nonth. j\j_ 

vantage was ta1-:en of the President's 
courtesy, and a representative at
tended this Conference· on behalf of 
tihe Colony. 1His report, as ·well as 
the Declaration of Prin,ciples, signed 
by the representatives of the differ
e11t countries present, with othe:r 
docum.e11ts relating to tl1e i)rocee·d
ing3 of the Conference will be la:ld 
1before yot1. 

The r·esult of last .season's fishing 
operations was, on the whole, as 
regards the catch, more than an 
average. Unfortunately, however, 
the realization of the product of the 
·cojfishery was atten,ded by a marked 
decline in price. Various ·Causes 
are assigned for thi1s unfort11nate 
con·dition of affairs, :but ther.e is a 
general agreement an1ongst all 
interested in securing the best 
returns fron1 the annual prose·cut'.ion 
by our people· of this industry, that 
t11e tin1e ·has arrived wl1en the co
operat:on bet\veen the Government 
of the Colony and those who .handle 
and market the· prodt1ce of our peo
ple, should be 1broug.ht ·about with a 
view to in1proving the cure, ,estab
lishing a stan1dar1::l and equitable 
cull, introducing 
prove.d methods 

mo·dern and im
of preparing and 

exporting the fish, opening up new 
markets, encouraging the establish
me11 t of direct communication with 
thos·e countries, to which our fish 
might profitably be exported, apply
ing tl1e principles of ·cold stor·age 
now so generally adopted in other 
countries, an·d otherwise devising 
means by whic·h the· 1best vesults ·may 
be obtained by our 1people for the 
.fruits of their toil. 

rrhe various agricultural opera
tions of this Colony for the 
past year were fairly remunerative, 
but some effective en·couragement is 
required to induce ·a greater numb.er 



H01JS~~ <.)F i\SSEMBLY .PROCEEDINGS. 23 

of our people to turn t·heir attention 
to the cultivation of the soil. My 
~Iinisters have in ·contemplation a 
policy by wh!i.ch it is hoped to attain 
the end, through th·e provision of a 
bounty for clearing land, the intro .. 
du·ction fo:r a good breed of ·Cattle 
and sheep, the procuring of new 
seeds, and the establishment of low 
rates by steamer an·d train, in order 
that those producing the crops may 
be able to market the same· with 

profit. 
To further encourage the prose

cution of 011r mining in·dustry, and 
as an incentive to the prospector 
and to the introdu·ction of ·capital 
from. abroad, my Minister3 propose 
the enactment of a measure which 
will give the original discoverer of 
a mi11eral deposit a greater assur
~ nc e c1 E n1a!:eri'al return for his dis
covery; while provision will also be 
made for the· better housing of min
ers and of wo!rk·men ·at industrial 
centres, with a preferential .claim 
for their wag·es, an1d other protec
tion which the experience of recent 
years has shown to ·be necessary. 

The steadily incre·asing price of ·coal 

to our P·eople all over the Colony 
calls for the adoption of a measure 
that will decide, once and for all, 
wl1ether our coal ·deposits are '.at 
present .comn1ercially available, and 
whether the extensive ·peat areas in 
different parts of the Colony can 
be utilized to provide the people 
with a cheap an1d satisfactory supply 
of fuel. 

My Ministers have established a 
bait and fishery telegraph service 
whi·ch, it is ~hoped, will prove· of 
great .. advantage in connection with 
our fisheries. It is intended to ex
tend this s:ervice to Labrador at as 
early a date as ·Cir.cumstances will 
permit. T.he utilization of the tele-

graph system of the Colony in this 
connection, without .in any w·ay les
sening the . receipts of that depart
ment, will, in a measure, enable our 
fi3hermen to participate more direct
ly in the fa.cili ties which that ser
vi ee 2.fford.s. l\tiy Ministers ~a\· e also 
arrange·d for the supplying of a daily 
synopsis of local and foreign news 
to the people of the outports. There 
being now one hundred and thirty
f 011r .Postal T elegraph stations 
through.out the Colony, and the 
nu1111ber gradually increasing, this 
service should be of great advantage 
in apprising our :people daily of 
what is happening in their .country, 
as well as in the outside world. 

The Anglo-American Telegraph 
Company and the Reid-Newfound
land Con1r>any ha·ving generously un
·dertaken to tra11sn1it daily, free of 
·charge, the fishery intelligence and 
n.ews despatches to the localities 
tot1ched by their wires, a much lar
ger number of our people will be 
·ena.bled, through this public spirited 
a·ction, to avail of the advantage of 
the two services. 

T.h e wireless telegraph service· to 
Labrador has, so far, not realized 
expectations as a ·Convenient adjunct · 
to the fishermen resorting there. Its 
improvement is !absolutely neces
sary, seeing tl1at some twenty thou .. 
sand peo1>le annually visit that sea-
board, and 1bef ore the next session 
my Ministers hope to have :perfect 
arrangements whereby the ·desire·d 
improvement may be broug.ht iaibout. 

Mr. ·Speaker and Gentie·men of the 
Honourabte House of Assembly: 

The total revenue of the Colony 
f1or the year ending June 10th, 1908, 
was the largest in the history of the 
Island, reaching the sum .of tw•() mil
lion, eight hun·dred and twenty-nine 
thousand, and eight dollars. When . 

:· ! 
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_ e consid'er that ten years ago the 
revenue from all s·ources was only 
0ne milli0n, five h u.ndred and fifty
oner th10-usand, f0ur hnndred and 
1'twren ty doll:ars, an·d that this in nerr 
years has increased one million, two 
J.rundred and fifty-seven thous·and, five 
ltundred and ninety-ei·ght dollars·, it 
peaks v0lumes for what, with wise 
nd· judicious regislat1·on in connect

ton. with. our fisheries, minera:s, 
fc-l'ests and agricurture, mign~t be a-e-
001mplished fo.r o·n-r people. 

The estimate by my late advisers 
0:f the reven ne 1uf the current fiscal 
year, ending on the thirtieth of th is 
month, 'vas· two million, seven h u11-

dred and ni'nety-four thousand' dol
lars, and' the estimated e·xpenditure 
for th-e same- period was- two, milliorr, 
S'even hundred: and eighty-three 
thD'usand do-Ila.rs, sh·0wing an es ti-
mated snrp-Tus of revenue crver· expen
d'iture· of eleven· thousand· dol;fars. 
The resu·l t~ however, of the· years' 
:flnanei'al operations, exhibits tne 
fact th·at while the revenue to· da:e 
i: ewu- mil'lion, two hundTed and nine 
th:ousand, eight h und'red' d,ollars~ arid 
a a:a.n:efu'l~ estimate shows that it is 
~ likte13t to. exceed two ·million, 
sev.-en.. .Jbu:ndT-ed and: tllirtr-two 
thousand do:llars,. a -detcrease. of 
1lfty~ne thousand dnlla:rs, from the 
es.tbna e iv.·f. my late Min.ist.ers, yet 
n& expendit.UTe to date iS t:Wro mil

lion, fbUT.' ltun.dfred. and sevent:\r;..eigh1t 
·thousand~ severu hu,ndred an.a:. sixty.
Sim'. dollaa-s, an.dt tlre bligations· to 
DtBet the. CaTrYing ·an 0f the· 1ordinaxy 
nubile se.rvice.s. of th.e Colony t10 the 
end of the fiscal ?ear on the thirtieth 
instant will increase the expenditure 
to two million, nine h und·red and 
seventy-:flve thousand dollars, or a.n 
excess or 10ne hundred and' six tho11s
and dollars t\>ver the estimate, in·
volvlng a d'e:ffcit on the- 30th of 
June, 19 09· of> on~ liun·dred· and' fi:fty 

s-even thousand dollars. This amount 
together 'vitl'l the indebtness on ac
count af -Hospital and .Museum con
struction, Public Works undertaken 
without Legislative authority, and 
temporary loans· amounting to one 
hundred and seventy-five thousand 
do'll'ars, will rep·resent a floating deb·t 
10n the 30th June, 19 0 9, of t11ree· 
h und·red and thirty th·ousand dollars. 
Yo--u will be invited to pass a meas·
nre to provide for the· raisfng of' a 
loan to liquidate these obligations:. 

lVIr. President an·d Honourable 
Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Council : 

Mr. Speaker all:d Gentlemen of the 
Honourable House of Assembl)f: 

My Ministers- have in. con templa.r 
tion. the re.vising of the tariff as the:y 
reaogruze. that the bur.den of. taxa~ 
tion. bonne by the. fishenmen. and 
w.0xking-classes· ·of the· Qol·0n.y is: to.G 
great. and calls for such an adjust,.. 
ment ·as will lean more equitably on 
thos-e who at pnesent. feel most. ser
iously the in.crease.d cost. of living in 
this country.. D,uring the next. f.ew 

months preliminary investigations 
with a view t0 this end will be under
taken. 

The desirability of. fur.ther inc:ceasr
ing the grant f-0r education has im~ 
pressed itself-upan my Mlnisters and 
a . measure with that ·object in. view 
wiIT be introduced at an early date 
in which. special provision will' Be 
made for au.gme:nting tea·cli.ers' sal
aries in addition to the vote for d'es
titute places and an appropriation 
fur ·th-a im:p·rovement of scll:ool build
ings: 

The navages wrought amongst our 
1>eonle by the spread of tuberculosis 
·Commonly known as cons.J1,mn.tion, 
tl1 r.ough·out. the. Colony, make it. ne
cessary that the State sh·cluid ass.ume 
the responsibility of enaeaviouring to 
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arrest its future spread. Hitherto, 
private philanthrophy through the 
agency of the Society for the Pre
vention of Consumption has under
·taken this task and their labours 
have been such as t0 merit the com
mendation of all who would see suf
feri11g humanity rid of . this d.read 
White Plague. My 1VIinisters pro
pose to appoint a C·ommission to 
deal with this subject in its larger 
phases and to supplem·ent and ex
tend the laudable worlr. already ac
complished. Y10u will be invited to 
provide a sum for this purpose. 

The time would appear to have ar
rived when the demands of cert:ain 
sections ·of the Island for railway 
connection can no longer be ignored 
and pre1iminary surveys will be un
dertaken s0 that a measure dealing 
with this important subject may be 
submitted to you at the· next session, 
which will provlde for such exten
tions and yet be within the means 
of the C·olony. 

The question of Old Age Pensions 
has been before the Legislature for 
s10me ·time past. My late advisers 
in December 1907 appointed a com
mission to inquire into the question 
of improving by means of pensio11s, 
the condition of the aged poor aud 
1Uf those who are helpless and infirm. 
Up to the present time that commis
si1on has not presented any report, 
n·or am I aware of what progress it 
has made in the co·nsideration of 
the question. My Ministers· (propose 
to talre the subject in :han1d with
iuut delay, so as to expedite the 
adoption of a measure economically 
possible and yet sufficiently com
prehensiv·e. 

You ·will also be· asked to make 
provision for maintaining a Winter 
Caastal Seirvice ,to !Northern ports, 
as well as .an impri.:>ved service for 
he districts of F1ogo and For-tune 

Bay, Bay St. George and Bay ·of Is
lands, and an a·dditional steamer to 
Labrador. 

In leaving you now, your delibera
tions, and this being, perhaps, the 
last opportunity I shall enjioy of meet 
ing you as a Legislature, I earnestly 
hope that the spirit of harmony, 
born of love of country, may inspire 
you to such prudent and patriotic 
action as, under the guidence 'Jf 
Divine Providence, shall lead to 
meas11res fraught with good for :the 
future 1of this Colony. 

MOTION FOR ADDRESS IN REPLY 

MR. DOWNEY I rise, Mr . . speak
er, to ·move the ~ppointment of a 
Select Committee to draft an Ad
dress in Reply to the ,gracious 
Speech with which His Excellency 
the Governor has opened the present 
session. In doing so, I confess to a 
feeling of diffidence and honestly 
wish 'that the ·duty :ha·d de.volved up
on abler shoulders than mine. Never 
in my recollection .had I the good 
fortune to hear in an opening spee·ch 
so many features so :pregnant of 
good to the country. The only re
grettable feature in connection with 

• 
the Spee-ch was the one w.ruich fore-
shadowed the impending department 
of His Excellen·cy. This, I feel 
sure, all will regret. T.he· country 
h!as 1been singularly fortunate during 
the past five years, and espe·cially 
the i:>ast year, in h ·aving the wise 
-counsel and rip·e experience of His 
Excellency, acquired by so many 
years of successful administration, 
guiddng its affairs. His departure 
we s.hall all· regret, but still it is 
vleasing to know ·that His E~cel
Ien·cY will be ·Continued. in other 
fields f.or the service of the E·mpire, 
and whilst re·gretting ·hf:s loss to 
Newfoundland, we can congratulate 
our fellow subjects of Queensland on 
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their goo·d f·ortune iin having assign
ed to them so ,able an ad.ministrator 
as His Excellen.cy Sir William Mac
Gregor had proved 'himself to .be. 

In the second paragrapfil of the 
Spee·ch from the Throne His Ercel
lency referred. to th·e decisive result 
of the recent election. It is perh·aps, 
unnecessary for me to refer to that 
matter, other than hope that at the 
expiry of the lease of 
the present p1arty, there 

pow.er of 
may be 

abundant ·cause for mutual .congratu
lation by the 1people and the Gov
ernment. 

We· ar.e, in the next place, tol:d by 
His E~cellen,cy th·at the disp·ute·d 
features of the T·reaty with the 
United States respecting fishery 
matters· .h·a ve· .been r·eferred to the 
Hague Triibunal for ar.bitration. 
That, of course, rendered 'impossible 
any unfortunate outcome, but let the 
dispute ·be for our weal or woe, we 
can not do otherwise than accept 
with th,e best !possible grace the de
cision of su.ch a hig'h Tribun·al. 

Another matter, Mr . . speaker, that 
we have the assurance of His Excel
lency, is being submitted for adjudi
eation to His M1ajesty's Privy ·Coun
cil, is that of the ,disputed jurisdi.c
tion of Newfoundland, by the Prov
ince of Que.bee, over a .portion of the 
Labrador Coast. Its settlement, at 
an early date will, of co'urse·, be 
most desirable, and it is earnestly to 
be hoped that this d·ecision will ibe 

flavorable to the 1People of New
foundland. 

His Ex·cellency next directs our 
attention to the fact that the result 
of l·ast year's fisheries was not near
ly so ,successful as it mi1g·ht h·ave 
·been, but that, so far as ·the 
financi:al results were con·cerned, 
they w.ere ·more ·en·couraging; and 
different means were suggeste·d by 
which permanent stability may be 

attained. Those are prin·c@al] 
through the in.creas.e in markets an 
the in trod U·ction of more diver.sifle 
methods of .cure and the ;factor 
cold storage. Our fis·hery dn·d us tr 
is prosecuted in a most 
'manner, as far as the commerci 
aspect is ·concerned. The ·CO 

mercial law of demand and. suppl 
seems to be entirely elimin1ated fro 
o·ur calculations. The world ove 
the one governs the other and r. 
acts against the other; and it go 
erns the result of industrial oper 
tions, but it appears as if it ·did n 
·matter to us how great or ho 
small the demtand for our :produ·c 
mig·ht b·e in the rforedgn market, :w 
use:d our utmost endeavour to mak 
the supply as large as \possible b 
catching all the fis:h we .could. I 
making 1an effort to unload thi 
·upon an alr.eady glutted an·d diso 
ganized market, th'.e result inevita 
ly must ibe that the price goes t 
ipieces. A sort of com·mercial dys 
pepsia, if I might us.e the term, set 
in w hi-ch is intensified by gl u ttoni 
ing it with surplus produ·ct 
Many methods ·are suggested fo 
the improvement of this unfortun 
ate condition of 1affairs that of se 
•curing new markets being one. 

For over ·a ce·ntury ·we .have bee 
a fish-exporting 1People, and fo 
that period 1have confined our e 
ports to four :countries :in E.urop 
and to on·e in South Am~ica. Th 
Eureopean countries are, Sp·ai 
Portugal, Greece and Italy, chiefi 
T'hese are th·e ·poorest countries i 
Euro.p,e, and it ·would appear tha 
these markets have already bee 
fully exploited. In ·South Ameri· 
there a.re el-even or twelve independ 
ant nationalities, with an aggregat 
population of 40,,000,000, but 
singular to say, no endeavour hal 
been made to sell a fish to any .. ot 
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thes·e countries, except Brazil, and 
the population of Brazil is -co·mp.ara
tivelY limited. The people of those 
other countries are ethnologically 
the same of those of 1Brazil, and it is 

I 

only reasonable to su•ppose that 
they would .ibuy fish as ·well as the 
peo.ple of Brazil, if it were· •put in 
their reach. In the past there m:ight 
have been . urged as an excuse for 
want of energy in the endeavour to 
secure new; markets that these 1coun
tries ·were drifficul t of access and not 
come-at-able· readily, 'but in the re-

. cent past, trade facilities have been 
established that should enable us to 
rea-ch those 1countries with the 
greatest 1possil;>le readiness in the 
future, or, rather, the .present; and 
it is to be ho:ped that the energy of 
our commer.cial people, backe.d by 
the Governmenal aid which it 11 
ii1tende•d to ·extend to them, will en
able them to enter thos.e ·markets 
with a most marked benefit to our 
fishe·ry indus,tries. 

The n·ext method or aid to the 
betterment of the -present status of 
the fishery industry :is the diversi
fying of methods of cure. W.hilst I 
have said that ·we ·had no doubt .fully 
exploited the European markets, I 
ref~r to the ordinary 1dry cured cod
fish, :but if we varied our methods 
of ·cure, if we put up the fi,sh in a 
manner to suit the requ:irements of 
th·e different European ·countries, it 
.is my firm ·con vi,ction th't a very 
large voiu·me of trade m.ig·ht pirofit
ably be done therewith. 

The next beneficial feature that 
is in contemplation to introduce into 
the ·prosecution of the fishery ind us
try, is. that of · cold storage. The 
·phrase has become somewhat hack
neyed of late years, through the un
successful methods. hitherto at
tempted for giving practical ef-

feet to this· innovation. I mignt 
perhaps best convey to this House a 
·con.ce1ption of what I am 1convince·d 
cold storage would do .for the fish
ery, if I stated what .has .been my 
own personal ex:perience with regard 
to its operation. Som·e fourteen 
years ago I noted the ·wonderful 
success that had attended the efforts 
of New Zealand, Australia, and the 

' 

Argentine Re·pu blic in the transport
ing in a fresh con.dition of their 
1chief articles of export fr·esh beef 
and mutton to Br,itain, a distance 
of 12,000 miles, at a ·Cost of a frac
tion of a cent a .pound. I thought 
that if this could ibe done with such 
a perishable· article as meat ·bY Aus
tralia, .surely the people· of New
foundland ought to be able to ac
·co·mplish the t,ransport of fis.h in 

• 

fresh condition to the extensive 
markets offered by the British Isles, 
at a distance of only 2, 0 0 0 miles. I 
felt so sanguine of su.ccess, indeed, 
that I wrote to the :press concern
ing the su.bJect, an·d later, on the 
·completion of the railway and the 
initiation of the iBru1ce route, I felt 
that the time was rtpe for personal 
expe,riments, and went to Port-aux
Basq u·es· and attem!pted to organize 
cold storage for fresh fish there. I 
found no difficulty in freezing from 
1,000 to 10,000 1pounds o·f fish 
witho·ut any expensive plant, 1but 
the trouble ·was to keep it so. 

F.is.h must be kept in cold· stor
ag·e until the time that it is needed 
for .consum1Ption. That was the 
great difficulty in Port-aux-Basques. 
It was easy to freeze the· fish theire, 
but until there were facilities of a 
satisfa-ctory kin·d to enable t·he fish 
to be transported in a prope:r 
manner to the market it was destin
ed for, no .pra1ctical result ·co.uld be 
hoped for. Given that, there was no 
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doubt of the outcome. The profits 
were all that ·Could 1be asked for. 
T.heire was this distinct advantage in 
that ·while fish, salt cured, is sol·d 
without the head and bone, which 
becomes so much offal; when It is 
sold for the fresh fish market, the 
bone and head are paid for, as are 
the more valuable portion of the 
fish, and .at the same rate, so that in
stead of :being 1paid for 3 0 8 1 bs.. in 
each quintal, the seller is really be
ing ·paid for 5 0 0 lbs. It cost 2 0 ·Cents 
pe,r 10 0 lbs. to freeze tl1e fish, but 
as the whole labour inci·dental to the 
freezing and packing of the fish ·cost 
only about 1 %, cents ·per lb., and as 
the price obtained was 2 % 1cents 
per pound, f.o.b., it co11ld be easily 
seen how great were the profits de-
r·i"ved therefrom. The only impedi
ment to the business at Port-aux
Basques 'Was the fact that it was 
not run on a sufficiently large 
scale. From my experience, I feel 
quite confident that ·cold storage 
could be satisfa.ctorily carrie·d on. 

I am pleased to notice that His 
Excellency has referred to the im
portan·ce to the country of :its min
ing interests. The futu.re of the 
country depends very largely on its 
fishery and mining products. Our 
m·ining in·dustry has suffered much 
in the past from the need of a syste
matic survey. The surveys that 
have been made are ve,ry incom-
1plete, an1d, as a result, the surface 
has in many places only been 
s·cratched. By the extension and de
velopment of our mineral areas 
mu.ch em1ployment will 'be provided 
for our laborers. The country has 
need of mo.re working mines than it 
has at the present time. The .Speech 
from the Throne gives the ·country 
the ·hope that we shall have it set
tled, once and for all, whether or 
not :we possess extensive areas of 

coal. Nobody can foresee wl1at 
be11efits ·can be derived to the 
.country from the ·discovery of good 
seams of coal. The.re ha3 been 
much .development of copper and 
iron, but there 'is much room for 
·more industrial development, and I 
do not think that money coul::l be 
more wisely expended than for such 
a pur.pose if the House desired to 
better the present state of things. I 
am av1a,re that there are in the 
country very extensive deposits of 
excellent .peat, .but that tl1ese have 
never 1been utilized by the peo·ple. 
In Sweden, Norway, Germany and 
Ireland, at the present time, highly· 
v .. aluable fuel is being made from 
·peat at a cost much less than that 
of coa-1, and it seems quite possible 
tb.at th·is n1etl1od might be intro
duced ii1to t11is country with :much 
1benefit to the people. 

The members ·Could not realize 
the hardsl1ips our people suffeµed 
through the lack of f:iel. They have 
to travel miles for wood, while near 
at han.d there are large deposits of 
peat. With instructions as to the 
appliances needed to cut it and the 
methods used to dry it, the people 
·could obtain at but little cost much 
of this fuel, and I sincerely hope 
that very shortly many of the out
po,rts will be able to secure benefits 
from those deposits which are so 
bountifully .sprea·d over the country. 

The Speech from the Throne 
draws attention to the shortage of 
revenue.. There is at the present 
time a deficit, but it could not now 
be helped. The expenditure .could 
not now ,be recalled, and it is neces
sary to make the best of .matters as 
they stood. I can only hope that for 
a considerable period there will be 
no repetition of this deft.cit. 

I am glad to learn that the Gov
ern·men t will deal with e.ducation~ 
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and that the grant for that purpose 
will be increased. There could 1be 
no more .desirable way in which to 
spend money than in education, for 
in the present age only those best 
qualified educatioally could mal{e a 
decent living. I feel sure that 
fathers and mothers 1desire to see 
their .children pro.perly equip.ped for 
the battle of life, and there is no 
equipment that could compare with 
that of a fairly good ed11cation. At 
the present moment there were 
large sections of the country ln 
which ed11cational facilities were 
greatly Ia.eking. Any increase in 
the grant should be made cheer
fully, and there could be no· ques
tion as to the benefits 1derived from 
it. 

The Governor's S·peech likewise 
calls attention to the highly laud-
able efforts of the 1Society recently 
formed to .cornbat the scourge of 
Tuberculosis, which has spread to 
more than an ordinary extent 

• throughout the Colony, and I am 
glad to know that the Government 
proposes to co-01pearate with t11e 
Society in its work. I ·do not intend 
to give the cause for the spread of 
this disease through the ·country. I 
have my opinions, ·but these might 
conflict ·with those of persons more 
qualified to give them. However, I 
feel sure that the education that has 
been imparted through the Associa-
tion, and the work that would be 
done would not ·be in vain, if there 
was even but a more ·Correct appre
ciation of t·he damage .done to the 
country and to its people by this 
disease. 

Another point in the ·S:peech that 
I wish to refer to is the contempla
ted extension of the rail way. The 
people of ·St. John's, and o·f the 
large centres along the trunk line~ 

vv-e:re aware of the advantage of the 
road to them, and to the country at 
large. It v1ould not be for them to 
withhold ·from their less fortunate 
fellow countrymen the advantage 
they have possessed for some time. 
l\1any im1portant centres were depri-.;:r 
ed of the benefits attending rail way 
traftlc. The Government has now 
decide,d to give many of these cen
tres the advantage of railway ·Com.
m11nication, and I have no doubt 
t1hat the result will justify their ac
tion in so doing. 

It v1as written in Holy Writ that 
''the poor we always .have with 
us," and it is with a feeling of 
gratification that I note that Old 
Age Pensions are to .be introduced. 
T,hey sb.011ld prove to be a blessing 
an.d a boo11 to the· unfortunate ones 
among· us, and that alone would be 
sufficient compensation for any 
expenditure that might :be ·made. Its 
early introduction vvas something to 
be very much desired . 

The Speech from the Throne fore
shadows t1he extension of coastal 
service, and I ·Can not too ihighlY' 
commend the improv·ement in this 
service in Notre Dame ;Bay, For
tune Bay, an1d also in 1St. George~s 

Bay, inclu·ding Bay of Islands. 
These districts deserve consideration 
at the hands of the Government. 
especially as they were somewhat 
deprived of the advantage of the 
railway. T.he· di.stri,ct of .st. G.eorge's, 
which I ;have th·e ihonour to 1r.e
present, has in the· past been 1ba·dly 
treated. I do not blame any .past 
Govern·ment or any former represen 
tative for th'is state of affairs, but I 
do not hesitate to say that it has 
been treated unkindly, and I am 
pleased to see that the present ·Gov
ernment intends to make amends 
for this neglect of the past. I aP-
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preciate the efforts 01f the Govern
·ment and regard this step. in the 
dire.ction of better coastal service 

I 

as one from which Bay St. George 
and Bay of Island1s ·would derive 
much be·ne:fit. 

The reference ito the contemplated 
timber and mineral survey on Lab
rador I think is a very important 
feature of His Excellency's speech. 
We had no surveys of many of our 
timber areas an·d ·water powers, and 
before we were aware of their great 
value they had passed fro·m our 
control. Labrador was 1becoming 
more important to us, and it there
fore behoved the people of New
foundland, in the 1best interests of 
Labrador, to make themselves fami
liar with the ·country by surveys, 
and to become a.cquainted with the 
value of its water power. We must 
take care that valuable assets do 
not pass from us unless bene.:fits ac
crue therefro.m to the country. 

The .closing 1paragraph of the 
. 

.Speech from the Throne was one 
which deserve,d the support of all 
me·mbers of the House. Nobody 
would deny that during the past all 
the members of the House had not 
been on the friendliest terms with 
one another, ·but it was ·with the 
present, and not w'ith the .past th·at 
the mem1bers had to deal. T·he kind
ly admonition of His ·Excellency that 
all the members work in frien:dly 
·harmony, ·will, I feel sure·, m,eet 
with the ,hearty support of the 
me·mbers, and I sincerely trust that 
during the session we have just 
entered upon, no unkindly words 
would !be heard~ I ihave much plea-
sure, therefore, in 
Select Committee to 

moving 
·draft 

for a 
an Ad-

dress in Reply to His E~cellen.ey's 

gracious Speach. 

MR. WINSOR. I have much 

pleasure, Mr. Speake.r, in rising 
second the niotion for the Co 
mittee to draft an Ad·dress in Repl 
to the gracious Speech of His E 
cellency the Governor. 

I would first take advantage 
the opportunity to congratulate Hi! 
Honour the Speake·r on his· appoin 
ment to that high position, and 
am confident that at the end of Hi 
Honor's four years of office in thi 
House the membe.rs will be able t 
rejoice in the impartiality of his d 

• • 
CISlOnS. 

In reference· to His Excellency' 
Speech I note wtl1 very sincere r 
gret t·hat the 1Gove·rnor is sho·rtly t 

leave the Colony. F ·or five or mor 
years His Excellency has been wit 
our people, and I feel sure that no 
only in St. John's, but in the ou 
ports, in fact in all parts of our I 
land Home, there will be gen uin 
r~gret a,t His Excellency's departur 
As a fishermen it has been my priv 
ilege to come in con tact with His E 
cellency, and to have met him no 
only in St. J ohn'-s but also on the dis 
tant .coast ·Of Labrador. The ·coun 
try had many Governors, many o 
whom had been excellent men, wh 
had taken great interest in the coun 
try and the fishermen, but in m 
opinion and to my knowledge, th 
Governor ·Who is about to leave th 

Colony has taken a practical interes 
in the life Of the people unsurpasse 
by that of any former Governor. 

During the first year I ha·d th 
privilege of occupying a seat in thi 
Honourable House, which was ab·ou 
four year·s ago, His Excellency prom 
ised that a survey of the Labrado 
coast would be made. I am please 
to tell the House that this had bee 
to some extent car.ried out, and tha 
many :fisherm·en on that ble·ak coas 
have in the dark nigh ts alread 
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reaped the benefits of that Survey. 
When I met His Excellency on the 
Labrador .coast it was not on the· 1deck 
of the Fiona, but on a hill 3 5 0 feet 
high whe.re His Excellency was work 
ing for the benefit of the Fishermen 
and not for his own personal pleas
ure, but making su.rve.ys to help out 
our fishing population. It was not gen
erally known, but it was a fact that 
His Excellency went to Labrador last 
year and assisted Dr. Grenfell to 
survey the north coast of Labrador 
and I ha.ve before stated, the survey 
is of great assistance to the fisher
men. Many of them, in the No·rth
ern .parts of the Island especially, 
will be sorry to learn that very 
shortly he will .de1pavt from O·Ur 

shores. 

I can tell the House that not only 
in Labrador, but in many other parts 
of the island, benefits h·ad accrued 
from the work of His E~cellency who 
had visited their homes, seen them 
at their work an·d would be able , 
when he went abroad, to tell of the 
many difficulties our fishermen had 
to conten·d with. His · Excellency 
·woul·d be able1 to tell the·m of our 
fisheries not from hea.rsay, but from 
actual experience. I observe with 
very great pleasure that His Ex
cellency referred to the fishe·rmen 
and the labouring classes of the 
community as men who took a 
great interest in their wo·rk and per
formed in an able manner their daily 
advocation. Such an interest as His 
Excellency had shown was a credit 
to any Governor, and I feel sure that 
whatever position in the British Em
J>ire His Excellency may hold in fu
ture, h.e will be well fitted for it and 
will carry with him the very best 
wishes of every Newfo.undlander. 

I also note with much pleasure 
that His Excellency visited during 

his stay here many of our great tim
ber limits and the towns of Grand 
Falls, Bishop· F'alls and others; in 
fact in every1th.ing that ·CQn1cer.n1S· th.e 
.welfare and betterm·ent of th·e fishe·r
m.en and labourin:g ,classes, His Ex
cellency has taken a practical in
terest and as a member of the House 
and as ·a fi·s·herme·n .myself, I a.m 
proud of it. Never ,perhap·s, since 
His Excellency had come to the Is
land, was his administrative ability 
more clearly ·demonstrated than dur 
ing the past six or seven months. In 
November there was a political dead 
lock, both parties having eighteen 
seats, but His Excellency thought out 
the crisis and adopted a wise course 
and the course was approved of by 
the people o,f ·the country. How 
thoroughly they did approve of it is 
shown by the fact that whereas in 
November both parties had an even 
number ·of seats the Government now 
in power has a majority o·f 2 6 to 9 
and there is yet one ·district to be 
heard from. 

The next paragraph in the Speech 
dealt with the 1818 Treaty with the 
United States. The ~u·estion was 
now before the Hague Tribunal and 
I have no doubt that those appointed 

·to look after Newfoundland's wel
fare in this connection will accomp
lish all that can be done in our in
terest. Quite a lot had been saf.d 
and done during the past five years 
and there was no doubt that once it 
was settled a lot of our fishermen 
would benefit. All are aware of 
what happened at Bay of Islands , 
two years ago, and it was necessary 
that our people sho·uld know where 
they stood before they began their 
work and not find themselves in 
Court houses and jails as they had 
been. 

I notice also a clause in the Speech 
showing t.hat the new Government 



32 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

intend doing .their utmost towards 
regulating the sale and development 
of timber limits, mineral areas, etc. 
on the Labrador. Some persons have 
gone ·down to the Labrador and re
turned with the report that there is 
nothing of value to be found. Such 
is not the case. We mt1st admit 
there are great possibilities in that 
region, and better communication 
between this country and Labrador 
will tend to promote the welfare of 
both. Quite a large number of peo
ple . depend entirely on the cod-fish 
ery as a .means of a support. If we 
counld find for them other ad voca
tion it would somewhat relieve ·th~ 

pressure and make it better all 
round. There has been a large 

. amount of money spent by private 
parties in timber limits and mineral 
claims on .the coast of Labradn1·. If 
the Government takes the matter in 
hand and succeeds in developing the 
resources of La brado.r as well as 
those of this country, this itself at 
1the end of four years, will return 
the Treasury a ,h unidred-f old. 

I am glad to see that .great stress 
s laid on the desirability of im

provem·ent in the codfishe.ry general
ly. It is time something was done, 
for if we get another fishery experi
ence similar to last year, we will n.ot 
only have starvation, but we will 
have a revolution. The failure of 
last yea·r's fishery may be laid to 
many causes. We had a fairly good 
shore fishery; we had a fairly good 
Labrador :fishery, but the fishermen 
fared very poorly. A large number 
of ou·r fishermen had· made good 
catches, but when "t was sol·d it was 
found that it did not realize sufficient 
;to ride them over the winter. This 
was due largely to the low price and 
strict cull. I am not here to com
plai of last year's particularly, but 
I w.an the same cu every year. No 

one suffered as much from last year's 
results as the outport merchant and 
sharemen. It is now up to the pres
ent Government to help keep up the 
price of codfish, or keep the fisher
men acquainted with the price in the 
foreign marlrets. The Government, 
for the satisfaction of the people, 
should get the telegraph reports of 
the price of fish on the other side and 
the condition of foreign markets_ 
and then the fishermen wouid know 
if they were getting paid as much 
as the· merchants ·co11l·d afford. 

A few years ago the cry .was,''Down 
with the Merchants,'' and a bad day 
it was for the poorer classes. The 
·day is happily gone and the fisher
men realize that instead of putting 
down the merchants it is more of 
them we want. Now that this new 
Government has come into power 
with a large majority not ''too 
many for comfort'' they should do 
everything possible to maintain the 
price. I have gone down twice in 
seven months to Bonavista Bay and 
promised the people to do every
thing to maintain a regulated p.rice 
an·d proper cull and I have every con
fidence that Sir E. P. Morris will do 
everything to keep up the main indus 
try of this .country Eighty per ·Cent. 
of the revenue comes from the fisher 
ies and surely it is up to the Govern
ment to keep them up to the highest 
standard. In speaking to people of 
the outports and in particular those 
of Bonavista Bay, regarding the 
spending of money on Fog Free 
Zones, Museums, etc., it was their 
unanimous opinion the money could 
be spent to better advantage in ad 
vancing the interests of the fisher
men by :finding new markets and as
sisting them in other ways. I feel 
sure that the fishery policy of the 
preset Government will be so ably 
carried out that at the end of tour 
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years the people who send us back to 
power, won't be sorry. 

I noticed .also in the Speech from 
tihe Throne that the Government in .. 
tends paying attention to agricul ... 
ture. If more of our ·people· were 
ecouraged to settle on lan·ds, ·Cut 
timber, etc., it would 'be a great 
benefit. A few years ago a bounty 
of $ 2 O per acre ·was .paid for clear
ing land, and why it was dropped I 
never could fin:d out or understand. 

1Sl1ould th.e Government decide to 
re-introduce th·is bounty, and pro
tect it with proper rules and regu
lations, ·com·pelling the people to 
work the land they had cleared, I 
will give it my unqualified support. 

I notice also in th·e· iSpeech 1fro·m 
tihe T.hrone. a referen·ce· to the de
velopment of our coal areas an·d bog 
lands. :Regarding the 1prlce of ·Coal 
it did not ~ffect my · district as it 
does some in other .parts of the 
country. But we ·should not be 
selfish; and if coal could .be ·pur
chased at a reasonable ·price it would 
be far :better for my ·constituents to 
use it, as the time now occu.pied in 
getting woo·d .for fuel could be 
spent to ·far g~eater adv.a.ntage. 
Some money " has been spent to find 
sea:ms ·Of 1CO·al, but ve·ry little, so far, 
has been really a.ccomplished. Any 
vote ask·e·d for to develop our coal 
areas should re.ceive t·h·e hearty 
support if th:is House. T·hen as to 
•the m·anu·facture of peat, we have 
quite a lot of bog land down north. 
Some people wh.o :hav·e travelled 
there know this, es·pe1ci·ally the 
ladies, who., in goin,g :ashore .from 
the ·Coastal boat to thie telegraph 
office, frequently lose their ru.bbe·rs 
amid have to pay men to pick th.em 
up. I am glad to be a)ble to inform 
the House that a. ·com.pany is now 
being formed for th·e pur,pose1 of 
m·anu.factull"in·g peat for fuel, and I 

can assure the House that any effort 
put forth by the Government to aid 
it, will receive the ·hearty 1e1ndorsa
tion of the people of Bonavista Bay. 

I also notice a clause in the 
Spe.ech from the Throne dealing ,_ 

with the establish·ment of B'ait an·d 
Fisheries Intelligence Service. I 
believ.e that if .hon. mem.bers too·k 
the trouble to go all over the .coun
try and ·com1e in contact with the 
fishermen, they would find that the 
fisher.men ·considered this service 
as a God-send to the ·country. 

With regard to the cold storage 
system, I ob·serve that it is the in
tention of the Government to take 
this impo.rtant ,matter up at .an early 
date. It is needed ba·dly. F ·or in
stance, take the case of the :fisher
men belonging to Wesleyville d ur
ing the month of August. He w.orks 
from six o'clock until nearly ten at 
night fishing. Naturally he would be 
then looking for s·ome rest, but be
fore that could be taken 1he would 
have to go perhaps five or six miles 
:for .b·ait for next ·morning's ·opera
tions. If they had a cold storage 
system there, this would not happen 
It was time that this syste·m was in
trod1u1ced, an1d I think it 1should 
have been done long ago. 

I notice that Sir Edward Morris 
has taken tlie tr·ouble to interview 
the Reid Newfoundland Company 
and the Anglo American Telegraph 
Company, in relation to the sending 
of local and 'fo.reign news to ·the out
ports free. Fo·r this, th·e 1Gov·ernment 
deserved great credit, and the Reid 
Newfoundland Company, and the 
Anglo Ame·rican Telegraph c .ompany 
deserves much praise for their laud-
1able a·ctions. The people in St. 
John's do not kn1ow of the want of 
a news service in the outports, s·ome 
of which were as isolated as Si
be.ria. There was .no !coastal service; 
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there was hardly any· mail service. 
Why, it even took a fortnight for 
the mail to go from Wesleyville to 
St. John's and return during the 

' 

winter. The daily synopsis of local 
and foreign news was received with 
g.reat joy by the 1outport people, and 
it was a source of much gratification -
that this great boon had been 
brought about without any extra 
cost to the Colony. 

I noticed that the G.overnment in
tends to do all in its power to ex
te~d the telegraphs up north and 
also to Labrador. If there is any 
mem·ber ·who knows 1the needs of the 
system it is myself, and when I ·speak 
for myself, I speak for many fisher
men who go away down north, be
yond the reach even of the steamers. 
The North C·oast of this Island has 
been greatly neglected in this mat
ter. From White Bay all around 
this coast to Flower's Cove, a dis
tance of 2 5 0 miles, there is not a 
single .office, though five thousand 
fishermen go down to this part of 
the coast every summer. I .hope 
that this ;Govern·ment will 
extend the telegraph service 
so as to 1benefit these 5,000 people, 
and also these •poor creatures who 
pass th:e winter seasons there. Every 
dollar spent in improving and ex
ten·di·n·g the service down to Labra
dor would· be a 1dollar well .spent. 
About the 12th day of July 1there 
would be about 12,000 ·down north. 
They would ·not h.ave the ben·efits of 
a telegraph service; they ·would see 
no steam.ers, except those taking 
sup·plies; thus·, they ·W·ere shut of 
from nearly all com·mun'ication with 
the outer world. .The :fishermen ,. 
·have been greatly aided .by Dr. 
Grenfell the p·ast few years, and 
th.ey greatly appreciate all he has 
done for them. I ·hope that next 
year will witness the wireless sys-

tern extended to the utmost limi 
of Labrador. 

I notice it is the intention 
present Government to reduice tax 
tion on those that felt it most. I a 
very pleased to know this, as th 
poor people find it V·ery hard to liv 
in the country with su·ch ~ bu 
den of taxation. The sharemen an 
the fishermen found it very ,hard·, o 
account of the low price of fish t 
secure, because of the higher ·pric 
those arti-cle.s whi-ch they have t 
wear, and the necessary •provisions .. 
Any Government that would reduc 
taxation would confer a great blesi.o 
sing, too, and deserve well of the 
.people. 

It was the intention of the pres. 
ent Govern·ment to vote a certai 
sum of money for the purposes o 
education. This attracted pleased 
attention, and why? Because al 
were aware of the advantages o 
education. It is absolutely necessar 
that our children should be properly 
educated, in order to take their right 
place in the world's work. 

It was my privilege some years 
ago to spend a short vacation in Can
ada, in a district near the Grea 
Lakes. While there I came in con 
tact with many Newfoundlander 
Some of these had left there nativ 
home ten or fifteen years ago. Chat 
ting with some of them about 
ent things concerning this countrr 
they told me that what was chiefl 
n eded here was education. The 
told me if they had had educatio 
they could have secured good posi 
tions instead of working with th 
pick and axe. Given an education 
our boys could keep up the end o 
their plank in any part of the world 
It was with the greatest pleasure 
some years ago, that I cast my vo 
for the additional sum o"f $60,000 fo 
the cause of education, and it wil 
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be with still greater pleasure that I 
will supnort any increase in the 
vote now. 

I am very glad to see that endeav
ours are being made to try and pre
vent the further spread of con
st1mption. Nearly every settle1nent 
in the countr~r is more or less af
fected by it. Unfortunately, in rnany 
places there are not resident doctors, 
and the people have not been taught 
to fully appr~ciate its danger. The 
worlr of the Anti-Consun1ption Soci
ety in its crusade against this insid
ious disease is noted with n1uch pleas
ure by the outport people, who suf
fer mostly from its ravages. 

The extension of the railway to dif
ferent sections, not now touched., is 
a step in the right direction. T11e 
railway would be of great benefit to 
the people througl1 whose sections 
it is intended to pass, and not only 
to tl1em, but the vvhole country. It 
would also attract an influx of tour
ists and pleasure-seel{ers, who other
wise would not have a chance to see 
those places. 

Next with regard to the old 
age pension scheme, that question 
has been before the Legislature for 
some time past, and nothing has been 

one with it, but I feel sure that 
he present Government will seriously 
eal with it. The fisherman, after 
ears of toil, is worn out at 65. His 
est days are over. Perhaps so1n·J 
f his sons are dead, some are mar
ied, and he is no longer able to 
arn his bread, and has nothing to 
upport him. He gets a paltry $12 
r $16 a year from the poor grant, 
lld becomes a pauuer. It is a 
hame, a disgrace, that such should 
e, and it is up to the Government to 
eal with the matter, so as to im
rove the condition of those people. 
From the many good things out

ined in the Governor's sneech for 
' he benefit of the people, I believe 

that a new era of prosperity is dawn
ing for this Colo11y, and I according
ly have much pleasure in seconding 
the motion for an P..t..ddress in Reply. 

MR. KENT-I do not intend, Mr. 
Speaker, to enter into any criticism 
of the Speech from the Throne. I 
simply rise to extend the usual 
courtesies to the members who have 
proposed ana seconded the Address 
in Reply. I also desire to congratu
late the Speaker upon the high posi
tion whicl1 the House has conferred 
on him, as ·well as the Premier, 
on the high honor and dignity to 
which he has attained, though he is 
not the1re through any wis.h of mine. 
The House has listened with con
siderable interest to the speeches 
from the lion. me1nber for St. 
George's, Mr. Downey, and from Capt. 
Winsor, one of the members for 
Bona vista. I have had the honor of 
listening to n1any evening speeches 
of a very higl1 standard, but I have 
never heard such ad.dresses V{ith 
greater interest and nleasure than -
those just delivered. Both dealt with 
their subject with considerable abil
ity and nut their views before the 
House ·clearly. T,he House ha·s lis .. 
tened to Capt. Winsor before, and 
with profit; and in Mr. Downey it 
has acquired one who will be a 
strong addition to its debating force. 

I do not propose ~o crliicise the 
Speech at the present moment, but 
suppose another opportunity will be 
given us to review it, after we have 
had a chance of reading it in print
ed form. It is a mistake to regard 
the Speech from the Throne as the 
Speech of the Governor. It is simply 
a statement by the Ministry of the 
policy which they intend to pursue. 
An·d in the present instan,ce it is 
very difficult to gather from a curs
ory hearing what the policy of the 
Government is to be, as the sentences 
are considerably involved. I would 
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describe the Speech as a remarkable 
product of expression of thot1ghts in 
confused language which might be 
interpreted to suit any policy w.hich 
may be carried out. 

All in this House would join in re
gretting that the Governor was leav
ing. He had taken a great interest 
in the welfa1 e of our people, and 
had taken great pains to inform 11im
self of their conditions, and to 
gather such knowledge of the coun
try as his abode here had permitted. 
His Excellency would carry with him 
the regard of our people. We had 
known him as a philosopher and the 
closest student of arts and science 
that we ever had. I was sorry that 

in some of the Governor's decisions 
on matters of constitutional laws and 
practices I could not concur with 
his findings, but these were matters 
in which all might legally and fairly 
differ, and notwith.standing these dif-
f·erences of o·p.inion, I regret that 
His Excellency is severing his con
nection with us, even though he is 
going to what is said to be a high
er post. While it might be consid
ered a promotion, I hold a different 
view. Financially, the change is 
better, but while Newfoundland is an 
independent colony, Queensland ls a 
sub-colony of the Dominion of Aus
tralia. 

Looking down the Speech from 
the Throne, I find that it covers a 
ve.ry large area. I observe one item, 
the reference to the Loan Bill, which 
I hoped was an item that had been 
laid by the heels some time ago. 
For eight years, instead of there 
being any necessity to provide a 
loan to defray a deficit, there had 
always been a surplus. 
remarkable that the 

It is rather 
first Speech 

which the new Governmep.t brings 
down has to announce a deficit, and 
I hope that tb.e large policy which 
the Hon. the Leader of the Govern-

ment has laid before this count 
will not mean a recurrence of sue 
bills. I have noticed that while th 
Hon. the Leader of the Governmen 
in the present Speech, proposes 
readjustment of the tariff, he doe 
not p.ropose any reduction in th 
taxation, for he knew tl1at if he 
so it would be an absurdity. 

There is one other feature in th 
Speech to which I would refer, name 
ly, to 1the :promised grants for ed uca 
tion and tuberculosis. Education i 
a fair subject for which all n1oney 
that co11ld be reasonably afforde 
should be contributed. It traine 
young pe·ople for their future i 
life, and on that training depende 
the future of the state and of th 
men and women who would fill 
I think it a pity that some means ha 
not been taken which would brin 
home to our young men the dignit 
of labor. I believe a lar·ge effor 
should be inade to point out tha 
the trades and mechanics are th 
real independent and prosperou 
sources of employment. There is 
tendency on the part of our youn 
men to seek clerkshios in prefer 
ence to these, and an effort shoul 
be maQe to encourage the trade 
and mechanical pursuits. I hop 
that when the Leader of the Gov 
ernment brings down his schem 
and the House is asked to make a 
appropriation, the policy outline 
will be such as will commend itsel 
to the members on both sides. 

Another subject to which I woul 
refer is the anti-consumption move 
ment. None of us can shut our 
to the fact that this disease 
been gaining ground for some tim 
past, silently and unobserved. Re 
cently its s9read had shocked ou 
sense of proportion. Those human 
gentlemen who have identified them• 
selves with the Anti-Consumptioii 
League deserve the applause of ev· 
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ery rigl1t-thinking citizen. Any as
sistance that could be given them 
would be well deserved and put to 

good use. 
When we come to consider the 

Speech later "\"\"e will have an oppor
tunity of criticising at some length 
the variot1s features in it. I wish 
again to congratulate the mover and 
seconder of the Address, and hope 
to have the pleasure of hearing both 
gentlemen again. 

THE HON. THE PREMIER (SIR 
ED\iVARD l\rIORRIS)-I do not intend, 
l\1r. Speaker, to delay the time of 
the House. I rise merely to say a 
word or two in reply to the Acting 
Leader of the Opposition in relation 
to one or two points, as it is import
ant that some of them should not 
be allowed to go into print without 
refutation. First, however, I desire 
to congratulate the mover and sec-
onder of the Address. I 'have ·been 
present at the 09ening for twenty
five years or more and I have never 
listened to more comprel1t,nsive and 
more entertaining speeches or ones 
which have displayed so intimate an 
acquaintance with the subjects dis
cussed. If congratulations are to be 
the order, I would also congratulate 
Mr. Kent on the exalted position to 
which he has attained and I hope 
tl1at he (l\!Ir. Kent) will hold it for 
many, many years. I thank Mr. 
Kent for his kind words to me, pe,r
sonally, and while I am prepared to 
accept the statement that Mr. Kent 
had nothing to do with putting me 
in the high position I now have the 
honor to occupy, I think I had a 
little to do with putting Mr. Kent 
where he is. I am sorry that the 
Acting ·Leader of the Opposition did 
not maintain the same fairness 
throughout his speech that he start
ed with. Mr. Kent said that he con
sidered the Speech from the Throne 
involved and difficult to understand, 

especially as regards the policy it 
outli11ed. Of course he didn't un
derstand it. The Speech delivered by 
tb.e Governor is not intended to be 
understood by the Opposition, but 
by those whom the Opposition did 
not represent. The Speech was not 
to be tried by the Opposition, and it 
was not on them that the Govern
ment was depending for its tenure of 
offi.ce, but on the outside country, ·and 
I am satisfied to leave the merits of 
the Speech to be judged by those 
who have sent us here. I want to 
take exception to the remarks of my 
hon. friend in regard to the Loan 
Bill and I desire to say that the 
reason the Loan Bill is being intro
d11ced is because the late Govern .. 
ment had involved the country in a 
floating debt of $330,000. On the 
30th of June this Colony will owe the 
Bank of Montreal this amount. If 
that is not so, as the honourable 
gentleman now says, let him go to 
the Bank and get a certified state
ment to that effect, and I will be 
glad to ·with,draw ·my .statemen•t. Fail-
ing that, however, I repeat that there 
is a deficit of $150,000 on current 
account, added to which there is 
over $170,000 overdrawn at the Bank 
and paid on account of the Hospital, 
Mt1seum, etc., without legisla~ ive 
sanction. This was the reason for 
the Loan Bill. Not one solitary cent 
of this debt ·has been incurred .by 
the .P.Ldministration now in power. 
There would, I hope, be no more 
need for further Loan Bills. I will 
see there will .be none fo·r ove·r-
expenditure. Neither would there 
be need of increased taxation, as the 
public monies would not be wasted, 
but would be spent in the interests 
of the people and the country. 

One other remark of Mr. Kent's 
calls for reference, nan1ely, that re
ferring to education and tuberculo
sis. Now that Mr. Kent ftnds him-
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self in Opposition he a wakes to 
facts over which he fell asleep when 
he was a member of the Govern
ment. Mr. Kent had enunciated a 
false policy with regard to the edu
cation of the children of the work
ing classes, which would condemn 
them to manual labor alwa11s. Mr. 
Kent argued that they ought to stick 
more to their trades rather than 
take higher positions. I take a dif
ferent view of the matter. I want 
to see the son of every mechanic able 
to take any gift in the public ser
vice. As to tuberculosis, I believe 
it is time something was done to 
prevent the spread of the disease. 
Thousands of our people are d)·ing 
annually from it. If we hear of a 
few deaths from smallpox we be
come frightened about it, and take 
most active steps to kill it out; but, 
quietly an·d insidiously, tuberculosis 
is doing its work and we either do 
not hear of it or, if we do, we fail 
to take any notice of it. It is no 
use preaching about it. We must do 
something to try and stop it, to help 
the poor people get it out of their 
homes. We must aid those who are 
doing so much in a quiet way to end 
its terrible ravages amongst our 
people. 

The motion was put and carried, 
and it was ordered that a Select 
Committee be appointed to draft an 
Address of Thanks to His Excel-
1ency the Governor in reply to the 
gracious Speech with which he has 
been pleased to open the present 
Session of the Legislature, and the 
following were named as a Commit
tee-Mr. Downey, Mr. Winsor, Hon. 
Minister of Justice, Mr. Kent and 
Mr. Davey. 
DESPATCH APPROVING GOVERN. 

OR S A'U.rlTUDE IN EJ,ECTION 
CRISIS 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER, by command of His Excellency 

the Governor, laid upon 
the House· a copy of a despatch fro 
the Right Honourable the Secreta 
of State for the ColoniEs, appro·v·in 
of the action of His Excellency th 
Governor, and which vv?as read 
tl1e House, as follo-vvs : 

GOVERNOR TO PREMIER. 
Government House, 

St. John's, Nfl.d., 
28th May, 1909 

Dear Sir Edvvard l\1orris-I 
the honour to transmit, for the in 
formation of :r-,1:inisters, copy of Des 
patch No. 76, of the 14th inst., fro 
the Secretary of State, with refer 
ence to the recent political crisis. 

It will be observed t11at the Secre 
tary desires that this despatch shal 
be i11ade a public record. No doub 
lVIinisters vvill consider how this ca 
best be done, and take a~nY step 
they deem proper under the ci 

stances, 
I have the honour to remain, 

Yot1r most obedient servant, 
(Sgd.) WM. MacGREG·OR. 

The Honcurable 
Sir Edward Morris, 

K.C., LL.D., &c., &c._, 
Prime Minister. 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TH 
COLONIES TO GOVERNOR 

MacGREGOR. 
(Nfld., No. 76). 

Colonial Office, 
Downir1g Street, 

14th May, 190 
Sir-I have the honour to acknow 

edge the receipt of your telegram 
the 12th May, reporting the resu 
of the General Election in Ne 
foundland. 

You will have learned from 
previous despatches and telegra 
that your action through the 
cult political situation which 
created in the Colony by the 
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isive result of the last general elec
ion has met with my approval, but 

desire to place publicly on record 
y high appreciation of the man
er in which you have handled a sit
ation practically unprecedented in 
he history of Responsible Govern
ent in the Don1inions. 
I may add that I consider your 

ecision to grant a dissolution to Sir 
dward l\tforris-which has, I ob
erve been adversely criticised in a 

' section of the Newfoundland press-
to have been fully in accordance with 
the principles of Responsible Govern-
ment. 

I have, etc., 
(Signed) CREWE. 

Governor 
Sir Wm. MacGregor, 

K.C.M.G., C.B., &c., &c. 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

THE I-ION. THE PRIME MINIS
TER gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a 
Bill to establish a Newfoundland 
Board of Trade. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow move the House into 
Con1mittee of the Whole to consider 
Resolutions on the subject of Edu
cation. 

DOCUMENTS TABLED 
TI-IE I-ION. MINISTER OF FIN

ANCE AND CUSTOMS, by command 
of His Excellency the Governor, laid 
on the table of the House Estimates 
of Expenditure for the Colony for 
the financial year 1909-10; the de
tailed statement of the Expenditure 
of the Colony for the financial year 
1907-08; and the reports of the 
Auditor General : 

(a)-On the Revenue and Appro
priation . Accounts for the fiscal year 
ended June 30th, 1908; 

(b)-On the Expenditure under the 
23rd Section of the Audit Act, 1899; 
and 

(c)-On the Expenditure, 
authorized by the Legislature, 
December 31st, 1908, to April 
1909 

not 
from 
30th, 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE AND CUSTOMS gave notice 
that on to-morrow he would ask 
leave to move that Supply be grant
ed to His Majesty 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE AND CUSTOMS gave notice 
that on to-morrow he would ask 
leave to move the House into Com
mittee of the Whole on Supply. 

TI-IE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE AND CUSTOMS gave notice 
that on to-morrow he would ask 
leave to move the House into Com
mittee of the Whole to consider cer· 
tain Resolutions with respect to 
raising sums of money by Loan for 
the Public Service of this Colony. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE AND CUSTOMS gave notice 
tl1at he would on Friday next ask 
leave to move the Hot1se into Com
mittee of the Whole on Ways and 
Means. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE AND CUSTOMS gave notice 
that on to-morrow he would ask 
leave to introduce a Bill to provide 
for certain Retir~ng Allowances. 

NOTICE OF QUESTION 

MR. KENT gave notice that he 
would on to-morow ask the Hon. the 
Prime Minister to lay unon the 
table of the House a copy of all cor
respondence between His Excel
lency the Governor and him in regard 
to the assumption of the Govern
ment by him and his colleagues in 
the Ministry; also a copy of all 
correspondence between the Gov
ernor and the Prime Minister relat
ing to the recent dissolution of the 
Legislature. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn till 
to-morrow, Wednesday, June 2nd, at 
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three o'clock in the afternoon . 
The House then adjourned accord

ingly. 

WEDNESDAY, June 2, 1909. 
The House met at three o'clock in 

the afternoon, pursuant to a 1djourn
ment. 

DOCUMENTS TABLED 
THE HON. COLONIAL SECI .. E

TARY laid upon the table of the 
House: 

Report of Registrar General for 
the year ended Dec. 31st, 1908; 

Report of Newfoundland Savings 
Bank for the year ended Dec. 31st, 
1908; 

Report of Methodist Schools for 
year ended Dec. 31st, 1908; 

Report of St. John's 
Council for year ended 

Municipal 
Dec. 31st, 

1908. 
THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, by 

command of His Excellency the Gov
ernor, laid upon the table of the 
House certified copy of a Minute of 
the Honourable Executive Council, 
appointing the Commission of Inter
nal Economy for the Session of 1909. 

Certified Copy of Minute. 
Under the provisions of Section 4, 

Chapter 1, 61 Victoria, the follow
ing gentlemen to form the Commis
sion of Internal Economy of the 
~egislature-Hon. Sir E. D. Shea, 
Kt., President of the Legislative 
Council; Hon. John Harris, Hon. Geo. 
Skelton, His Honor the Speaker, Hon. 
Sir E. P. Morris, Kt., K.C., LL.D, 
Hon. Donald Morison, K.C., and Hon. 
R. Watson. 

Certified true copy, 
(Signed) R. WATSON, 

Colonial Secretary. 
PETITIONS PRESENTED 

. -

HON. MR. EMERSON-I ask leave 
to present a petition from J. R: Cour
age and 9thers of Garnish, in the 
electoral 'district of Fortune Bay, 
praying that an extension to the 

breal\:water at that Dlace be 
and that a telegraph office· .be 
lished there as soon as possible. 
inspected the breakwater last au ... 
tuimn and was strongly of o.pinio 
that extension of about one hundr0 ,..,,.. 

feet was necessary to malre a com .. 
plete job and meet the requirements 
of the petitioners. A telegraph offic 
has been promised time and again b 
Governments in the past, but up to a; 
short time ago nothing has been done 
The Government now had this matte 
under consideration, and I think I ca 
assure the petitioners that before Ion 
the establishment of a telegraph o:ffic 
at Garnish will be an accomplishe 
fact. I feel sure that the Hon. mem 
hers for Burin will support this p 
tition, for they had taken upon them 
selves last autumn to promise tha 
this work would be done if the 
would be returned to power. 

MR. DA VEY.-I have great pleasur 
in supporting th·e prayer of the 1petl 
tion and indorsing all the Hon. 
member for Fortune Bay has said. 
happened to be ·at Garnish 1du·rin 
the late election campaign and ca 
vouch for the necessity of the break 
water and telegraph office bein 
established at Garnish. 

T.he petition was re1ceive1d ·and i 
was or·dered to be referre·d· to •th 
Departm·ent to whf.ch· it related. 

MR. MOULTON.-! ask leave 
present a petition from Edwar 
Seeley and others of Mother Lake' 
Brook and· Port aux Basque·s 1for 
light. This is very important matte 
and one whchi ~ I hope will receive th 
earnest at•tention of the Governme 
This place is very much frequented b 
schooners during the fishing seaso 
seeking s·hel ter, and by many .belon 
ing to the districts of Burin a 
Fortune also. As a matter of fact 
interested the whole country, as man 
:fishermen·. went there from all par 
People who did not know the co 
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were not a ware of the necessity for 
the light, but those acquainted with 
the place, and with the danger of 
getting around Cape Ray would find 
it ver)' convenient and greatly ap
preciate it. l trust the hon. mem
bers for the other two districts in
terested will suuport the prayer of 
the petitioners who asked for either 
a lighthouse or a leading ligl1t. The 
c.ecision, I suppose, vvould be left to 
the Inspector of Lighthouses. I 
have much pleasure in supp-0rting 
the petition 

HON. MR. EMERSON-It affords 
me much pleasure to support the pe
tition presented by the hon. member 
for Burgeo. I am acquai11ted with 
the locality of Mother Lake's Brook, 
and can safely say that there is no 
place on the South Coast where a 
light is more needed. A great many 
fishermen of Fortune Bay, Burin 
and other places prosecute the fish
ery in that neighbourhood during the 
winter months, and pass quite close 
to it on their way to the. Gulf in the 
spring of the year. I cs.n assure 
the House that the light near Mother 
Lake's Brook 1would ,be o,f .great ad-
vantage to the fishermen and would 
be very much appreciated by them. 

MR. DAVEY-I am very pleased to 
support the petitition. 

!The petition was ordered to be 
received and referred 1to the 1de
partment to which .it relates. 

MR. CLIFT as_ked leave to present 
a petition from John Purchase and 
others of Pilley's Island, in the Dist
rict of Twillingate, on the necessity 
for the introdt1ction of le,gislation for 
the purpose of protecting miners in 
the payment of wages. Hon. mem
bers vvould remember that there was 
operating at Pilley's Island a very 
extensive mining industry- and about 
a yea:r or so ago the mining company 
got into financia diffieulties, with the 
result that a considerable 9um of 

money was still owed to the miners 
for wages. It was found that all the 
a\railable assets belonging to the 
company were conveyed to the bond 
holders, so that there was nothing 
left upon the premises for the min
ers to attach as security for wages, 
and consequently they have been 
compelled to have recourse to the 
law courts. I might say that I have 
noticed a reference in the Speech 
from the Throne to the subject and I 
feel sure that it is unnecessary for 
me to make any further remarks up
on it, as no doubt the Hon. the Pre
mier or some other hon. member of 
the Ministry will introduce the ne
cessary legislation in order to bring 
about what is asked for in this peti
tion. I have very much pleasure in 
supporting the petition. 

HON. THE PREMIER-I would like 
to say, as far as the Government are 

concerned, that they are fully in 
sympathy with the prayer of the 
petition just presented by the hon. 
n1ember for Twillingate, and at the 
present time the Minister of Justice 
is considering a measure to deal 
with that subject, creating a lien for 
the wages of miners. The Govern
ment hone to be, able to go probably -
a little further than this because, af:... 
ter all, the creation of a lien on the 
works or machinery is not sufficient 
to protect the men, because that might 
be unavailable, or it might be im
·possible to realize on the articles so 
taken. At present the Governmen~ 

through the Attorney General, is con
sidering the best and most modern 
:precedents in the matter and b.ope 
that, if not this session, then next 
session, to introduce a bill which 
would de,al with the question as had 
been outlined and foreshadowed in 
the Speech from. the Throne. The 
matter has een brought to their 
notice, not alone by the case sn 
pertinently reierred by tha i -

• 
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troduction of the petiti-on, but also 
by the York Harbor and other cases 
where men had to wait for years en
deavouring to get their wages and 
did not suicceed. I ;hope thait the legis-
lation will go a little further and 
compel the operators at all indus
trial centres to pay the laborers their 
wages weekly. There was a time 
when it was difficult to get money 
to these centres without great inc0n
venience and great risk, and very 
often with a loss, but that difficulty 
is gradually disappearing with mail 
and· trade facilities and banks in 
various centres, I kn·ow of no reason 
why people at all large industrial 
centres should not now be paid tb eir 
wages every week, and in that way 
minimise to a very great extent the 
risk men run in the event of insolv-

ency or shutting down of works. It 
was a matter of satisfaction to feel 
that there was such harmony between 
both sides of the House in relation 
to this necessary legislation. 

MR. KENT-I strongly support the 
petition presented by the hon. mem
ber for Twillingate and, in doing so, 
am pleased to note that the Prime 
Minister has promised to bring down 
at an early date legislation bearing 
on that subject. In connection with 
any such legislation it would be well 
to remember that the creation of a 
lien in itself was a very small bene
fit to those whom it may intend to 
benefit. The easy realization or en
forcing of the lien rapidly and se
curely, for people in this country, 
would have to be made under circum
stances which were perhaps not par-
alle·led in other countries, as th:ey di;d 
not, in many places throughout the 
country, where it would be neces
sary to enforce liens of that kind, 
any judicial machinery which, per
haps, would have to be part of the 
means of enforcing liens. In order 
to make this enforcement beneficial, 

the finding on the merits of 
lien oug·ht to . be rapid and final, 
cept in very exceptional circum ... 
stances, as otherwise they 
have to have recourse from court to 
court, which often caused the delay 
referred to by the Prime Minister 
and by my friend, Mr Clift. I have 
much pleasure in supporting the pe
tition and trust that when the Min
ister of Justice brings down the leg
islation on that point this session or 
next it will be such as will meet the 
approval of the entire House 

The petition was received and or
dered to be referred to the depart
ment to which it relates. 

MR. PARSONS-I ask leave to pre ... 
sent a ·peti·tion from Rev. J. A1d·a·ms, 
B. B. Squires and others of Span
iard's Bay, praying for the erection 
of a place for the carrying on of the 
Postal Telegraph business there, as 
well as that of the Postal Depart
ment proper. This is a very neces .. 
sary step. At the present time there 
is not sufficient room in the small 
place where the business is done t 
give even the least satisfaction. It is 
most important that this should be 
attended to at once, as it is very 
badly needed. I have much pleasur 
in supporting the petition 

MR. SEYMOUR-I heartily support 
the petition. I was at Spaniard's Bay 
but a short while since, and the con 
dition of the place where the postal 
work is now done claimed my atten 
tion. Not alone is the building unti 
for the work, but it is located in 
poor place. I hope the Governmen 
will give every consideration to th 
prayer of the petition. 

The petition was re,ceived 
dered to be referre·d· to the 
ment ·to which :it re·lates. 

MR. MOULTON-I ask leave 
present a petition from Mr. G. Par 
sons and C'thers of Burnt Island an 
vicinity, asking for steam connectio 
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There are almost a thousand people 
in the neighbou1 hood, and \'1hereas 
thirty years ago they had a sailing 
paclcet, now they have only an old 
man carrying the mail around. I 
have presented several other peti
tions on previous occasions on the 
san1e subjeJt, but t11ey 11ave not been 
granted. I ha,re also appealed to the 
Bov1ring Coa.stal Co. and to the 
Reid Co.,. but have been told they 
could do nothing, as the captains 
~rere not '\\rilling to call there. 
Burnt Island ancl Isle-a11x-Morts are 
t\VO cf the most important fisl1ing 
settlements in the Island. Thousands 
of quintals of fisl1 vvere caught in the 
neigl:1bourl1ood by people from Burin 
to Cl1annel in Ma.rch, April and May. 
1.~l1e i11habitants fished there all V{in
ter and it was easy to understand 
the necessity of having a steamer call 
tl1ere and bring supplies to the fish
ermen, who often wanted bait brought 
from Bay of Islands and could not 
get it without losing a fine day's fish
ing. The captains of the coastal 
boats said it was too hard a place 
to enter, but I n1aintain tl1at they 
co11ld get there if they v1anted to. 
I consider that the coa,stal service is 
not arranged as it should be. It was 
not at all necessary tl1at the Portia' 
should go around Cape Ray. It was 
quite sufficient for her to go to Port
aux-Basques; and if she .did not go 
into the Gulf, there vv-ere nun1erous 
ports, not touched at all by steamer 
now, where she could call. Tl1ose 
beyond Port-aux-Basques ·were .con-
nected by train every day. The Home 
called at Bay of Islands and the peo
ple from there do~rn the coast could 
get all the freight they wanted week
ly. Also from l\1ay 1st up to the 
end of the year the Harlaw "\\"ent 
from Port-aux-Basques weekly. The 
whole service should be re-arranged. 

MR. DOWNEY-I am heartily in 
accord with that part of the petition 

which asks that Burnt Island be 
made a port of call for the stean1er, 
but I do not think the Portia should 
cease calling at the harbors of St. 
George's District, as if the people 
there could not get their freight 
direct in one bottom from St. J ol1n's 
they might get it from Halifax by 
the Harlaw. I have plans in course 
of arrangement which n1ight reduce 
the time occupied by tha1t ste·amer in 
the waters of the District of St. 
George's, and possibly with this re
duction there might be ample time 
for the steam.er to make Burnt Is
land an additional port of call. l 
am convinced from my own knowl
ed.ge of the place that Burnt Island 
could easily be reached by the steam
er, and I think that, if necessary, a 
survey should be made of the har-

• bor. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the petition. 

The petition was received and or
dered to be referred to the depart
ment to which it relates. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-I 
asl{ leave to present a petition from 
John Harris and others, of Seal Cove, 
praying for a grant for an agricul
tural road. After the grants are 
passed it is my intention to con
sult with my colleagues and see 
what can be done in the 1matter. 

~1R. SQUIRES-I rise with particu
lar pleasure to support the prayer 
of the petition. It is most appropri
ate that the first petition to be pre
sented from Trinity this session 
should be from the industrious and 
energetic settlement of Seal Cove. 
I am sure every effort will be made 
to coincide with the wishes of Mr. 
Harris and his fellow petitioners. 

The petition was received and or
dered to be ref erred to the depart
ment to which it relates. 
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DRAFT OF ADDRESS IN REPLY 
PR.ESENTEiD 

MR. DOWNEY, on behalf of the 
Select Committee appointed to 
draft an Address in Reply to His 
Excellency's Speech, presented t11c 
report of the said Committee, as 
follows : 

''To His Excellency Sir William 
MacGregor, Knight Grand Cross of 
the Most Distinguished Order of St. 
Michael and St. George, Companion 
of the Most Honourable Order of the 
Bath, Doctor of Medicine, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief in and over 
the Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies. 

''May it please Your Excellency : 

''We, the Commons of Newfound
lan, in Legislative Session assembled, 
beg leave to thank Your Excellency 
for the gracious Speech which Your 
Excellency has addressed to both 
Houses of the Legislature." 

MR. CLIFT-I would like to ask 
the hon. member (l'v.Ir. Downey) if it 
is his intention to furnish the House 
with a copy of the Sveech before 
the members are called upon to 
adont the renort of the Select Com-- -
mittee. The Speech has been deliv-
ered from the Throne and has been 
read in this House, but no copies of 
it have been placed in the hands of 
the members. I am prepared to fac
ilitate the work of the House, but 
consider that this is undue haste. 
On entering the House to-day I ask
ed the Clerk for a copy of the Speech, 
but I have not received it. Until it 
has been placed in the hands of the 
members I am not prepared to sup
port the adoption of the report. 

THE HON. PREMIER (SIR E. P. 
MORRIS)-! have no objections what 
soever to the request of the hon. 
member for Twillingate. I presun1-
ed that a copy of the· Speech had 

been given to each member. Und 
the circumstances, I would asl{ th 
t11e report be received, but not adop 
ed. The G-overnment have no d 
sire to rush any matters with undu 
haste but, on the contrary, are ve 
desirous to have matte1--s discusse 
at full leng·th. 

The report " ras, on inotion, · receiv 
ed; and it \'1las 01·de:red ttiat i 
adopti0n be considered to-morrow. 

NOTICES OF QIJESTION 
MR. KE1'JT asked the Hon. th 

Pri1ne Th<'.Iinister to lay upon the tabl 
of the Ho11se a copy of all 
spondence between His Excellenc 
the Governor and him, prior to 
relating to the assumution of 
Government by him and his 
leagues in the Ministry; also copy o 
all correspondence bet\veen His Ex 
cellency the Governor and the Prim 
Minister relating to the recent disso 
11tion of tl1e Legislature. 
. HON. 'l.,I-IE PREJVIIER (SIR E. P 

MORRIS)-In reply to the hon. mem 
ber, I he.\re to say that I have aske 
His Excellency for leave to tabl 
tl1e correspo11dence desired. 

NOTICES OF MOTION. 
TIIE HON. THE PRilVIE MINIS 

TER--To move the House into Com 
mittee of the Whole to consider cer 
tain Resolutions on the subject o 
Education. 

On motion of the Hon. the 
Minister, tb.is motion "'as deferred. 

THE HON. THE PRilVIE MINIS 
TER-To introduce a Bill to 
lish a N evvfot1ndland Board of Trad&. 

On motion of the Hon. the Prim 
Minister, the Bill "ras read a firs 
time and ordered to be printed. 
MOTI01N FOR SUPPLY TO 

GRANTED TO ms MAJESTY 
THE HON. lVIINISTER OF FIN 

ANCE AND CUSTOMS-To move tha. 
Supply be granted to His Majesty. 

TIIE HON. MINISTER OF FIN 
ANCE AND CUSTOMS I 
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to move that Supply be granted to 
f.Tis Majesty; in other words, that 
tl is I-louse do formally undertake to 
urovide the funds necessary to carry 
~n the Pl1.blic Service of this Colony 
for tl1e next fiscal year. It will be 
ren~embered that the underlying 
isst1e in the late political deadlock 
\YaS the fact that the Supply which 
was passed by tl1e last House was 
only for the flscal year, Vlhich closes 
at the end of the present month, and 
that a co1nplete stoppage of the ad
ministrative machinery of the Colony 
would result unless Supply for the 
next fiscal year were provided be
fore the 30th day of June. As the 
result of the continued deadlock, and 
the inability of His Excellency to se
cure the necessary Supply, the Leg
islature ba.d to be dissolved and a 
new election held a month ago. The 
outcon1e of that election was that 
the deadlock V\ras br·oken, and there 
"'"as no longer any real issue on this 
point. I feel confident, therefore, 
that this House will have no hesita
tion in passing this formal vote. I 
shall presently m·ove the House into 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
the details of Supply that is to be 
provided. 

The motion was then adopted and 
it was ordered that Supply be grant
ed to His Majesty. 
:A<IOTION FOR COMl\llTTEE, ON 

SUPPLY 
TI-IE HON. MINISTER OF FIN

ANCE AND CUSTOMS-I now ask 
leave to move the House into Con1-
mittee of the Whole on Supply. Yes
terday afternoon I laid upon the 
table of the House, by direction of 
His Excellency the Governor, the 
Estimates for the coming fiscal 
year. These Estimates, I would ex
plain, are substantially the same as 
those prepared by the late Govern
ment, and which were found printed 
and ready for submisgion to the 

Legislature when the present Gov
ernment took office three months ago 
to-day. They have not been altered, 
except in one or tvvo unimportant 
details, and tl1ese I will explain in 
Committee. As m.any of the n1e1n
bers of this House are new to par
lia,mentary life; and they may de
sire to be enlightened on any of the 
votes as they come up for discussion, 
I shall be glad to afford them any 
information in my power, ,and vv-hat 
details I am not familiar with the 
other heads of departments will be 
very pleased to st1pply. 

It was ordered accordingly. 
MR. SPEAI(ER I _;f~ the Chair. 

COl\fMITr.I:E1 ON SUPPLY 

lVIR. EDWARD PARSONS took the 
Cl::.air of Committee. 

MR. P J\ ... RSONS-I would like to 
n1ake a few remarlrs before assum
ing this post, if permitted to do so. 
I am very glad that the members 
ha,ve placed in me the confidence 
which they did. I am a new mem
ber of the House, and parliamentary 
pra~ctice is !)ractically unknown to 
ine, so I ask the co-operation and 
indulgence of the members, assuring 
t11em that I will end~avour to carry 
ot1t the duties of the office to the 
best of my ability, and to do my 
duty without fear or favor. 

TI-IE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE AND CUSTOMS-I wish to 
point out, at the start, that some of 
the printed statements are inaccur
ate, but I shall be glad to give the 
members all t11e information at my 
command. I would aJso draw atten
tion to the fact that the Speech from 
the Throne foreshadowed that the 
Government would ask for a loan 
of $330,000, and also that a loan 
would be asked, for the Municipal 
Council, for $100.000. The interest 
on the latter loan would be paid by 
the Council and not by the Colony. 

MR. CLIFT I would like . to ask 
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the Hon. Minister if it .is :his inten
tion to go through the Supply 
votes, or to deal only with votes 
which were not of a ·ContentiollS 
nature; and later to go back to 
·those votes on which there would be 
some ·discussion. I would like to 
have the opportunity of making 
some observation on the votes, but 1 
could not be expected to do so 
without 1havin'g seen them. The 
members of the Opposition are 
q·uite willing to facilitate the work 
of · the Government as ·muc·h as pos
si-ble, an.d I believe that the Hon. 
Mintster :himself would be relieved 
of much trouble if only the non
conten tious matters· were :dealt with 
this afternoon. 

THE HON. MINI:STER OF FI
NAN·CE AND C1U1S.TOM1S The .hon. 
gentleman must 1be fam1iliar with 
the estimates as they were the work 
of the late Government, of w.hich he 
(Mr. Clift) was a member. How
ever, I am willing to accede to the 
request of the hon. member, as I 
have no intention of rushing the 
estimates through, and therefore I 
will take u·p only those votes whic·h . 
are not .contentio·us, allowing the re-
mainder to wait over over till to
morrow. 

MR. CLIFT I have no comment 
to make on the estimates w'hich 1had 
been dealt w.ith 1by the last A1dminis
tration, but am only anxious to .have 
an o.pportunity of discussing any 
new votes. It was only in reference 
to alterations that I aske·d for ·con
sideration, and I felt sure it would 
be granted, for it would facilitate 
the business of the House. While 
on my feet I wo.uld take the oppor
tun·ity of tenderin·g my 1hearty ·con
gratulations to the Chairman on ·his 
pro·motioh to that position. T,he 
position of Chairman of Committee 
in this House is not an easy one, 

and requires ·Consi·derable judgme 
and a,bility. I feel confident that t 
the exercise of his duties he (.M 

Parsons) will so administer 
office as to reflect credit upon ·hi 
self and upon his native distr 
which has sent hlm here. There w 
a possibility that at any moment th 
hon. gentleman might be elevated t 
a higher position. iH1is Honor th 
Speaker, who so ably filled th 
position, might be a·bsent for S'om 
unavoidable reason, and in th 
event the Chair·man of Committ 
woul·d have to take the Speaker 
.chair. Still, while such an eve 
·happened some eighteen years ag 
to my knowledge 'it had not ha· 
pened before or since, so the pro 
pects of the present Chairman secu 
in~ su.ch ·promotion are not ve 
promising. In 18 91 I had the ho 
our of occupying the .Speaker 
chair, and that time ·became a vi.cti 
to a prevailing co·mplaint. Duri 
my temporary absence the De,pu 
S·peaker, or Chairman of Committe 
the late l\'.Ir. Whiteley, who was al 
a representative of Harbor .Grae 
took the Chair as ,S.peaker. I :ho 
for the sake of the Speaker, that th 
w.ill not occur during the prese 
session, b·ut I am confident that t 
Hon. 1Chairman wo.uld 1carry out t 
du ties of his office with fairness a 
impartialty. It is not be·cause We·, rt 
Op·position ·were few in number th 
they did not deserve considerati 
or fair .play. For my own · part,, 

' 
though I have sat as a member · 
the House for over twelve yea 
and have been conne·cted with it 
another capacity for three or fo 
years, I 'have never till now .had t 
pleasure of sittin·g on the Opp 
tion .benches. I think it is a hap 
place, where ·members enjoy a se 
of freedom w.hich those on the ot 
side lack. There were some trifli 
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inconvenience. I do not refer to 
the necessity of having to go down 
through what ·was generally known 
as the ''coal hole,'' the real in·con
venience was the la,ck of those 
e,molt1ments which were en.joye·d !by 
the other side. I tr·ust that this1 in
convenience will be only of a tem
porary nature. I do not envy the 
members on the other side, an1d am 
content to abide by the decision 
arrived at by the majority of the 
people on the 8th of May last. I am 
willing to serve my 1country to the 
best of my ability in what :is called 
His Majesty's ,l'oyal 0 1pposition. Why 
it was thus designated I do not 
know. I re·m·emb.er that the phrase 
was first used by the Hon. ·Mr. 
Greene wh·en he was on this side· of 
the House, but was until lately 
unde·r the impress-ion that it was 
used more in a sense of derision 
than in any other way. However, as I 
now finid the 1p.hrase was a.ccepted 
and even .made use of .by the· Hon. 
Premier in his :m·anifesto of last 
fall. I would assure the House that 
during the Committee stag.a the 
Chairman would receive at the 
hands of the Oppos1ition that cour
tesy which belonged· to him as 
Chairman of Committees. 

M·R. p A.RSON.s I thank the 
hon. me.mber for T·willingate for ·his 
kind remarks and :woul1d only re.peat 
that I will do my best in the posi
tion. I am 1gl~d to see the hon. 
mem:ber of Twillingate iin the flesh, 
and to find that .he .had not fallen 
into the hands of my brother artizans. 

MR. CLIFT I wis·h to draw at
tention to the unsa tisf,actory method 
in which the bailiffs atten·d1ing upon 
the 1SUpreme Court are paid for 
their se·rvi1ces. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FI
NANCE AND CU1STOM·S We have 

ma1de no alterations 
course adopted by the. 
ment. 

from the 
late Govern-

MR. CLIFT That might be so, 
but nevertheless, these officials· were 
subj e1ct to a good ideal of in·con veni
en·ce ·and ·delay in. o·btaining their 
rem unera ti on. These officials were 
capable· and efficient in their work, 
and it was time they were· put ·on 
the regular salaried list like other 
employees of the 1Government. For 
twenty years or more Mr. Roil had 
.been performing the ,duties of bail
iff in an emine11tly satisfa.ctory man
ner, and it was time; some consid· 
era ti on was shown ,him. I .Jlope the 
Minister of ,Justice will give the 
matter h1s attention and ;have the 
existing unsatisfactory 1conditions 
re·eified. 

MR. KENT I rise to ask if the 
·Government intend to make any 
more s.atisfactory arrangements, re-
garding the reporting of the debates 
of this House. This subject has 
been discussed for some years by 
members of both sides of the House, 
who have complained of the wrong 
construction placed on speeches de
livered by them. It was time some
thing was done in this matter, even 
if members were only given the op
portunity to see their remarks be
fore they appeared in print. In Can
ada they have a far more satisfact
ory method. The speeches of mem
bers are revised and placed on their 
desks for perusal before being in
serted in the Hansard. If a similar 
system were adopted here by the 
Internal Economy Commission it 
would be conferring a great favour 
on members of the House. 

THE HON. THE PREMIER (SIR 
E. P. MORRIS)-There is a great 
deal of truth in what the Hon. Act
ing Leader of the Opposition has 
saM,conoorn~gfue~s~mof r~ 
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porting. Our debates were not tak
en down verbatim and for that rea
son it was only fair that the mem
bers should be allowed to revise 
their speeches. It was a pity that 
there was not s·ome way of preserv
ing a record of the debates. No re ... 
cord whatever existed of debates 
which had taken place in the past. 
If one wished to refer to a debate 
on an impo tant measure, which had 
come up for the consideration of the 
House, it was often found impossible 
to find any record. It was true 
tbat they had been printed in the 
newspapers and that copies of the 
papers were supposed to be on file 
in the Legislative Library, but en
quiry there always elicited the re
ply that the papers were either lent 
and had not been returned, or had 
been lost. In England and Ottawa, 
as the Hon. the Acting Leader of 
the Opposition, Mr. Kent, said, the 
speeehes were talren down verbatim. 
They were printed and the proofs 
were laid on their desks for the 
convenience of the members on the 
following day. Thus the speaker bad 
a chance to revise them before they 
were :finally printed and passed into 
permanent form.. I will bring the 
matter before the Internal Economy 
Committee a;nd I can promise that it 

ill eceive every attention. 

VOTE FOR EDUCATI N. 
THE HON. THE PREMIER (SIR 

E. P. MORRIS)-In relation to the 
Education vote, I wish to say that 
the ote in the Estimates is the 
same as last year, but it is proposed 
later to bring in an additional vo e 
In Supplementary Supply, which we 
will ask the Legislature to endorse. 
The exact amount I cannot now 
name, but tt w II be somewhere in 
he ne · gh ourhood of twenty-five or 

thirty tho sand dollars. As · to how 
this money w·11 be spent I could not 

efinitely say now, but t e Gover -

ment is consulting with the Superi 
tende11ts of Education as to the be 
way it could be utilized. It woul 
perhaps, be principally devoted, fir 
to the augmenting of teachers' sa 
a1~ies. The Governr11ent proposed 
pass a su1n that would increase t 
salary of every teacher in the Co 
ony. It was also proposed to spe 
a su1n of n1oney to provide schoo 
in. destitute places, vvhere at prese 
there are no educational facilities 
ar1y kind. It was also the Gover 
ment's intention to vote an a1nou 
to build new schools throughout t 
country on hygienic and sanitar 
principles. Nothing definite in co 
nection with this vote could be sai 
at the present time, but probably 
,,.,.ould be used to pay the interest o 
$100,000, which \vould co"rer th 
erection of 150 new schools at $7 
each. The money for the buildin 
would be provided by the differe 
Boards of Education throughout 
·country and the interest be paid 
the Government. The heads of 
the various denominational bodi 
the Council of Higher Education, t 
different School Boards, and 
Association for the Prevention 
Consumption, are all working with 
view to improving· the existing 
ditions. I have o doubt but 
when the vote comes before 
House it will receive the consider 
tion it deserves. 

MR. KENT-I notice a further i 
crease. of six thousand dollars in t 
Education Grant. What is this fo 

THE HON. THE PREMIER
amount is to cover the deficiency 
the Augmentation Grant. The gr 
impetus given to education uri 
the past few years has resulted 
many of the lower grade teaeh 
seeking and obtaining the hi 
grade. This, with the inerea 
ntim er of teache s througho.ut 

untr , made h . demands on 
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Bonus Grant so large that the reg
ular amount was insufficient to cover 

them. 
lVIR. KENT-I concur very warmly 

in this vote. It is necessary that 
t11e work of the teachers and their 
efforts to make themselves nlore pro
ficient should be properly recognized. 

l\1R. KENT-I vrish to suggest to 
the Gover11ment an improvement in 
the postal accommodation at North 

S d The Postmaster there is a y ney. 
NeYlfoundland Government official 
and handles a great part of the 

1rewfoundland nostal matter. I no
ticed during a visit I paid to the 
office there on my return journey 
fro1n the United States last Febru
ary the poor accon1modation and 
position of the Post Office there. It 
is a small office, built on a wl1arf. 
I am sure that both the hon. mem
ber for Burgeo, Mr. Moulton, and 
tl1e hen. member for Harbor Main, 
Mr. l\riurphy, whom I met there, will 
thoroughly agree with me in the 
matter. 

l\1R SEY1\10UR-I also agree with 
lVfr. Kent. The work at North Syd
ne)r is very hard. The hours are 
long, sometimes continuing till early 
morning. The accommodation and 
remuneration are very poor indeed. 

MR. HOWLEY-I rise to ask whe
ther the salary of the Postmaster at 
Placentia has been raised at the in
stance of the I>resent or the late 
Government? 

THE HON. THE PREMIER-At the 
instance of the late Government. 

MR. HOWLEY-I thoroughly real
ize the impossibility of the Govern
ment dealing with all the requests 
from the constituencies in the pre
sent estimates. The short time in 
which they have been prepared will 
not admit of this. But I wish it to be 
understood by the constituencies that 
it is not through neglect that their 
immediate necessities are not at-

tended to. The Estimates were those 
prepared by the late Government 
and the present Government had not 
had the requisite amount of time 
to attend to all the applications from 
the various districts. 

l\IIR. KENT-I am of the opinion 
t11at tl1e Government 11ave adopted 
these Estimates, if they have not 
thoroughly appoved of them. The 
excuse is put forward that they had 
not had the time to consider them, 
but this is not a justifiable excuse. 
The Government has now been in 
power three months. It has met 
this House on two occasions, on 
each of which it has said that it was 
prepared to proceed with the busi
ness of the House, and that included 
the adoption of the Estimates. These 
''1ere prepared by the various de
partments and submitted for the con
sideration of the late Government, 
but had not been adopted by that 
Government, nor formally accepted 
by it. I admit that the conditions 
vie have lived under during the last 
six months have been unusual, in 
fact, unique. But I think that if 
the Government undertook to intro
duce Estimates they should have the 
manliness to accept them as their 
own. 

lVIR. F. J. MORRIS-I wish to say 
that there is at present under con
struction a fog alarm on Marticot 
Island, in Placentia Bay, but I see 
no reference to it in the Estimates. 
Last fall it was under construction 
and certain moneys were spent, the 
late Minister of Marine and Fisher
ies, Captain Dawe, having visited 
the place to locate the site. Surely 
that work has been going on UTt'! 0 r 
some authority from the De:partment 
of Marine and Fisheries, and if so 
there ought to be some place in the 
Estimates for the work done and 
further provision for its completion, 
which it is very necessary should be 
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done. I an1 very sorry that the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries is 
somewhat indisposed and could not 
be present to-day, as I am desirous 
of getting so1ne information concern
ing it. 

MR. CLIFT-I would like to ask 
the Hon. l\1inister of Agriculture and 
Mines what volicy the Government 
intends to adopt vrith regard to coal 
boring during the pre3ent )-ear. 
Last year a contract was entered in
to with an expert drill man for the 
p,urpose of boring the areas in the 
neighbourhood of Goose Brook, and 
that contract is not yet completed. 
Already a very large sum of money 
has been expended in our endeavours 
to find paying seams of coal, but 
anyone who will take up the re
ports n1ade to this House by the 
Geological Surveyor, Mr Howley, \Vill 
find that whatever sums of nloney 
were expended on coal boring were 
well spent. He will find that Mr. 
Rowley's operations in the neigh
bourhood of Goose Brook have de
monstrated the truth oi his ovvn 
theory, that the neighbourhood is the 
true seat of the coal. In his opera
tions Mr. Howley has been more or 
less handicapped by want of proper 
machinery and expert assistance. 
Last year, however, he was provided 
with expert assistance and with the 
best possible machinery that could 
be procured, and his operations were 
most successful. Mr. Rowley's re
ports will show that coal was struck 
in several places and that in one par
ticular place he opened a seam five 
feet thick, and there was every pos
sible indication of his finding fur
ther seams of the same quality of 
G ... :1, which on examination was found 
to be all th at could be desired. I 
hope that the present Government 
will still act uuon the advice and 
reports of Mr. Howley, and continue 
to prosecute a search under his di
rection. That we have coal in this 

country in large quantities I ha 
no doubt, both from the reports t 
I have been able to gather from 
Howley and frorn other sourc 
Great care and prudence should 
taken in our effort to find and d 
velo1) these sea1ns. 

It has frequently been m 
to appear to the pu bli·c that t 
large sums of money expended 
coal boring have been squander 
and, in fact, tl1rovvn away. 
it unfair to attack any Governm 
for its endeavours to discover so 
thing \Yhich would be be11eficial 
the wl1ole country. P~ny money 
pended by tl1e late Government w 
expended upon the advice of 
gentleman who presided at the be 
of the Geological Survey, and it w 
upon his re1)orts that the 
ment was induced to pursue 
icy in the neighbourhood 
to. I happen to have v.rith me 

· report that was made by Mr. Ho 
ley last year, in September, whe 
had the honour of presiding o 
the department having charge of 
coal boring operations. I 
like to read one or two portio 
(Mr. Clift then read a report fr 
Mr. Howley on the work he had d 
up to the 6th September last ye 

I am only reading this for the p 
pose of showing that any money 
plied for this purpose has been sp 
'\veil, and that it is on.Iy a quest 
of time when substantial retu 
for the same will result from 
development of our coal 
wish to impress upon the 
ment the great necessity of 

areas. 
Gove 

with the v1ork under the direc 
of the gentleman who has been 
charge and is carrying on the 
tract, viz., Mr Randell, of New Y 
a gentleman eminently qualified 
do the work, and who contracted 
do it at a figt1re he considered 
reasonable. Last year he had 
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I re 3~000 feet, and if he had suc
.eE dec1 in completing his ·'\\rork be
ore the end of the season he would 
ra\ye rnade a fair profit, but the con
itions 'vere such that h.e ~nly suc
ecded in bori11g one-half of the 
.ontract, and I believe on his oper
ticns Tvir. Randell vvas really out 
f poclret. I hoDe tl1e lVfinister 

vill be able to offer some informa-
ion as to wl1ether operations are to 

go on this season under the same 
contract as last year, and whether 
any new areas will be surveyed. l\1:r. 

0 ,vley has been forced to spend 
too n1t1ch of his time at the really 
mechanical part of coal boring. His · 
presence for the last few years has 
a!v{ays been necessary at the scene 
of operations. I trust that the pre
sent Government will see that in 
f1rtl.!re tl1is will not be ~o and that 
:rvrr. Ho\vley vv-ill be able to spend 
more of his time at the actual geol
ogical st1rvey work. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF AGRI
CULTlJRE AND MINES-In reply to 
the hon. gentleman, I would say that 
the oolicv of the present Government - ~ 

"rith reE"ard to coal boring will be .._ 

practically the same a.s that carried 
cut by the late Administration. 

Iv!R SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 
THE CHAIRMAN FRO:r~ THE 

COl 11\iITTEE reported to the Speak
er t .1::tt the Con1rr:.ittee of tl1e Whole 
Hou.se had considered t11e Estimates, 
passet.l certain resolutior...s and beg
ged leave to hold another sitting. 

Ordered accordingly, and that the 
Committee have leave to sit again 
to-morrow 

The remaining notices of motion 
"\\·ere deferred. 

NOTICES OF QUESTION. 
HON.· MR. EMERSON gave notice 

that he would on to-morrow ask the 
Minister of Public Works to lay on 
the table of the House a statement 
shovting the amount of Special 

Grants expended in the District of 
Twillingate from July 1st, 1907, to 
December 30th, 1908. 

HON. MR. EMERSON gave notice 
tb.at he would on to-morrov1 ask the 
l\lfiriister of Marine and Fisheries to 
lay on the table of the House a 
statement showing the amount for 
!viarine V/ or ks expended in the Dist
rict of Twillingate from July 1st, 
1907, to December 30th, 1908 

MR. SQUIRES gave notice that he 
v:ould on to-morrow ask the Hon. the 
Prime Minister to lay on the table 
of the House c·opies of all corre
spondence between His Excellency 
the Governor and the Right. Hon. 
Sir Robert Bond, between November 
1st, 1908, and this date, in relation 
to the issues raised by the result of 
the G·eneral Election in November 
last; the continuance in office of 
Sir Ro be rt Bond and his I\1inisters; 
the convening of the Legislature in 
February last; the resignation of 
office by Sir Robert Bond and his 
Ministers; the dissolution of the late 
Legislature; and the recent election 
cf members to serve in the House 
of Assembly . 

I\ifR. DOWNEY gave notice that he 
would on to-morrow ask the Hon. 
Colonial Secretary to lay on the 
table cf the House a statement show
ing the number of letters issued by 
the Colonial Secretary's Department 
last year, purporting to be a fare
well address from Mr. Carty, the 
la,te member of St George's District, 
to his constituents; to say by whose 
authority these were sent through 
the Colonial Secretary's office; by 
'vhose authority they were franked 
by the department; and what was the 
amot1nt of the postage which was 
Jost to the Colony by their being 
fra.nked. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn till 
to-morrow, Thursday, June 3rd, at 

._ .... 
--. ._ -- - · 
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three o'clock in the afternoon. 
The House then adjourned accord

ingly. 

THURSDAY, June 3, 1909. 

The House met at three o'clock in 
the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

PETITIONS PRESENTED. 
HON. MR. El\/fERSON-I ask leave 

to present a petition from John 
Spencer and others of Hardy's Cove, 
in the District of Fortune Bay, pray
ing for a grant of $120 to build a 
bridge along the cliffside of that 
place. The petitioners state that 
owing to the want of this bridge 
they are hindered and gre~tly handi
ca,pped in their business operations. 
I know the locality well, personally, 
and · there is great necessity for the 
bridge there. Tb.e petition recei"~es 

my hearty sup!)ort and I trt1st that 
when the grants for the district are 
being allocated I will be able to meet 
the wishes of the petitioners. 

I also beg leave to present a peti
tion signed by Wilson Garland and 
others, inhabitants of Pushthrough, 
praying for the sum of $400 to build 
a breakwater at that place. The pe
tioners state tl1at a large number of 
crafts are contint1ally going into 
Pushthrough. The harbor itself is 
an exposed one, being open t3 south 
and south-east winds, which make it 
almost impossible to protect the 
crafts and boats. The want of such 
a breakwater as aslrerl for was badly 
felt and a great hindrance to the 
fishermen in carrying on their work. 
They also state that this is the first 
time they had asked any Govern
ment for that work to be done and, 
recognizing that the present Govern
ment is the People's Government, in 
which they had ever faith, they feel 
that their wishes would be complied 
with. I give the petition my hearty 
support and ask that it be referred 

to the Department of Marine 
Fisl1eries. 

MR. lVIOULTOrI-I heartily SU 

port the petition. I know the plac 
'vell. Very often I have had a ve 
sel call there a11d, therefore, kn o 
hovv ,~ery urgently a breal-rwater i 
needed. I trl1st the prayer of 
petition will be granted. 

It was ordered that the :petition b 
received and referred to the depart 
ment to ~rhich it relates. 

HON. MR. ElVfERSON-I ask leav 
to present a petition fro1n 
Garland and others of Hermitag 
Bay, in the District of Fortune Bay 
praying that the mail courier wh 
leaves Gal1ltois on the arrival 
the Portia,, for Bay D'Espoir, shoul 
also call at the nlace called "Barnes. -
Wl1ile dealing "rith the subject mat 
ter of this petition I would poin 
out that the mail service at 
present time in Fortune Bay Distr· 
could only be regarded as a fare 
The district wbicl1 I have the hono 
to represent V\ras sadly neglected b 
past Governments in many respec 
and the n1aiJ service in particul 
stood out in a consnicuous 
as one which req_uired immediate a 
tention. The candidate of the la 
Government sect1red his return t 
1904 in a large measure by reason 
promising to !)lace a small b 
steamer on Fortune Bay and He 
mitage Bay. These promises we 
not only left unfulfilled, but the m 
service was allowed to go from b 
to worse, and this in face of t 
fact that every bay in the 
vrith the excention of this 
which I have the honor to represe 
bas been provided with steam fact 
ties. In Twillingate District, Bon 
vista Bay, Conception Bay and on 
Burin, all have their tay steame 
tapping the small places and maki 
connection with the coastal boa 
In the District of Twillingate alo 
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it ,vill be found that the Clyde 
touches at thirty or forty places 
tvvice a Vleelr and, in addition to this, 
the coastal boat from St. John's calls 
at rnan)' of these same ports. The 
san1e tl1ings holds goods in other 
district. This Govern1nent now pro
poses to do the san1e thing for For
tune Bay and, if possible, make 
ainends for the ma.,nner in which 
the district was neglected in the 
past. It seems to me that Fortune 
Bay, for some reason or othe:1

, was 
singled out by the vast Governments 
as an object cf neglect, and it would 
seem tl1at its :fisl1ern1en had more 
tl1an their share of hardships to en
dure. But the People's Party are now 
in power-a Go\'ernment co111posed of 
n1en v1ho sympathized with the fish
ermen of tl1is country and who would 
n1al{e a stt1dy of endea1louring to give 
them every facility for carrying on 
t!1eir perilous worlr. The Govern 
ment has already endeavoured to do 
something to malre UD for the lack 
of attention which the district had 
received at the hands of the late 
anc1 previous Governn1ents. I am 
h::-iJ1)PY to say that they have not been 
in office many days before they have 
begun to fulfil the pledges which 
tl1ey had made. They contracted for 
a bay steamer to run between Gar
nish and lVIcCallu1n, in Hermitage 
Bay. I feel sure that when this 
stean1er takes up the work, the 
people who presented this petition 
will be quite satisfied with the ser
vice. Within a verw few days the 
whaler called the Sebastian, a steam
er of a sr>eed of about ten knots, 
will be touching at all the important 
points in Fortune and Hermitage 
Bays. It was true that this steamer 
was not a large one, nor probably 
would it be large enough in a short 
time to con1e, when the freight artd 
passenger traffic would increase, but 

I feel sure that it will meet the pre;-

sent requirements. In asking that 
this petition be referred to the de
partn1ent to which it relates I would 
assure the House that it is not my 
intention, nor the intention of the 
Government, to pursue a passive pol
icy with regard to Fortune Bay, but 
on the contrary, steps will be taken 
to endeavour to make uu for the 
past neglects to which I have already 
referred 

It ~ras ordered that this petition be 

received and referred to the depart

ment to which it relates. 

MR. MOULTON-I beg leave to 
present a petition from Samuel Ox
ford, Phili:p Grouchy and others, of 
Renco11tre, praying that the Govern
ment take steps to stop the prac
tice of fisl1ing with trawls within the 
three-mile limit along the coast be
tvveen Cape Ray and Cape La Rune. 
I also beg leave to present a petition 
signed by a large number of people 
of Nevv Harbor, the prayer of which 
is to the same effect as that of the 
previous petition. Most of the fish
er1nen in these waters fish with 
hand-lines, but lately the practice of 
using trawls has come into operation 
and is increasing to a considerable 
degree. It was well lrnown that the 
fish spawned every year in the deep 
waters of the bays and if the use of 
trawls was permitted to continue 
they would soon prove disastrous to 
the fisheries around the coast. The 
people v1ho lived in these parts gen
erally fished with lines, but others 
came from outside districts with 
trawls. My constituents are very 
sore on the matter and I have prom
ised them that I will do my best to 
see that the use of trawls is prohib
ited in the deep waters of the great 
bays. I trust that the Government 
will give the matter its best atten
tion and that a law will be passed 
which will carry into ef'fect the 

• 

• 
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prayer of the petitions which I have 
the honour to present. 

It was ordered . that this petition be 
referred to the de!)artment to which 
it relates. 

I\1R. SEYI\tIOlJR-I ask leave, on 
behalf of Mr. Speaker, to present a 
petition from Richard W~ills and 
others of Salmon Cove, in the Dist
rict of Port de Grave, praying that 
repairs be n1ade to the public v1harf 
of that place. It is necessary, in 
the interests of the Dublic, that the 
prayer of the Detition be acceded 
to; $120 would be sufficient to cover 
the cost of the repairs asked for. 
I ask that the petition be referred to 
the department to which it relates. 
I also beg leave to present another 
petition from t11e inhabitants of Sal
mon Cove, asking that the public 
road there be renaired. I heartily -
support the Drayer of the petition. 
TJ1e cost of the repairs would be 
$500 and I ask that this petition be 
referred to the denartment to which 
it relates. I aslr leave, again, to pre
sent a petition from the inhabitants 
of South River, in the District of 
Port ae Grave, praying that repairs 
be made to the public wharf t11ere and 
that further addition be made to it. 
The amount asked for is $300 and I 
trust that the petition will be fav
orably considered by tbe authorities. 
I also beg to present a petition from 
the inhabitants of Brigus, which is 
very largely signed, praying that the 
11se of trawls within the three-mile 
limit of the coast of Labrador be 
stopped. This petition is one or 
great importance to the people of 
Brigus, many of whom go to Labra
dor every year. I trust that it will 
receive the most careful considera
tion at the hands of the Government. 

It was ordered that these petitions 
be received and referred to the de
partments to Virhich they relate. 

HON. l\IR. EMERSON-I ask leave, 

on behalf of !v1r. Warren, to 
a netitio11 from Azariah Da "\Ve and 
otl1ers of Cupids. The prayer of the 
petiti•Jn is tl1e same as that which i 
contained in the one last read by th 
I1on. men1ber for Harbor Grace, ~Ir. 
Seyn1our. 

THE I-ION. THE PREl\IIER (SIR 
E. P. rvTORRTS)-I asl{ leave to s11p .. 
IJort the :petitions V\rl1ich have been 
p r esented by the ho11. members for 
Harbor Grace and Fortune Bay. A 
copy of the petition vra~s forv-vard ed 
to me, sig·11ed by tl1e people of P ort 
de Grave. A large number of fisher
m.en signed them and they could be 
expeeted to speak ~rith authority on 
a matter of this kind. It appears to 
me, as a layman, that trawling 
i11jurious to tl1e fishermen, especia.11 
vvhen offal is thrown overbcard. I 
is not so bad on the Banlrs, wher 
there is pienty of deep Vi1ater to car 
i ''.{ tl1e offal a., v.r?~Y· But when w 
con1e to the narro"\\r, circumscribe 
:fisl1ing ground a on the La brado 
Coast, it is a different matter. Whe 
offal is thrown overboard in thes 
places it inust necessarily putrify th 
vvhole grol1nds and it is well know 
to all that fish will not freque 
places where putrified matte 
abounds. This v-vas illustrated t 
Fc,rtt1ne Bay in connection with th 
herring fishery. The 11erring, one 
so plentifu 1 in the V{aters of th 
bay, ·have almost vacated it, fo·r th 

reason that large q11antities of thes 
fish, which had been caught and fo 
which there was no marlret, had bee 
thrown again into the sea. The r 
sult wa.s that the whole ground h 
been putrified and the fish had bee 
driven away. The facts set forth I 
the netitions were a serious matt 
if they were true, and I am gl 
that there are members of th 
I:louse, like the hon. member f 
Trinity, Mr. Grant; the hon me 
ber for Bonavista, Capt. Winsor, t 
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i10n. :rviinister of Marine and Fisher
eries, and others, on both sides of 
tlie I-louse, who could SJ;}eal{ "Tith 
autl1ority on this i1nnortant matter. 
All members were anxious to do 
""~hat v;as right to help the fishermen 
and conserve the fisheries. They 
kne·w ~~11at had happened witl1 re
gard to the sal1non fishery. Nov;, 
~ 

tl1rot1g11 v; ise legislation, we .... vere 
getting back slowly but appreciably 
to tl1e original condition of affairs, 
but t11e time when the salmon vrere 
netted, regardless of princi:ples of 
conservation, v;as one that nearly 
destroyed this valuable industrial 
and sporting fishery. The matter 
referred to in tl1e petitions was a 
serious one to the people of Port 
de Grave, a.nd when I was over there 
some months ago I consulted with 
many of the fishermen co11cerning it. 
They had to go hundreds of n1iles 
from tl1eir homes to catch their fish 
and often found their efforts thwart
ed by the unfair competition of larg-

• 

er bankers, whicl1 held to the edges 
of the fisl1ing ground. I feel sure 
tha,t if the matter is left to the De
part:rnent of l\'1arine and Fisheries it 
vrill receive every consideration. I 
have much pleasure in supporting 
the prayer of the petition and in 
presenting a copy signed by the in
habitants of Port de Grave. 

CAPT. WINSOR-I would like to 
say a few words in reference to the 
petitions 'vhich ha"'le been presented, 
asking that trawls be prohibited with 
in the three-n1ile limit on the coast 
of Labrador. I am 'vell aware that 
tra,vls are used on the coast and al
so on certain portions of the coast of 
Newfoundland. I could tell the 
members of one instance which oc
curred · some three years ago on the 
North-east Coast of Labrador, beyond 
Brand ·Harbor. I was fishing in that 
locality and for three or four days 
secured about from 40 to 60 quintals 

of fish a day. All that time there 
was nobody near to interfere with 
my inen, but when it became known 
to the trawlers in the Straits of 
Belle Isle that fish was being taken, 
they began to appear in large num
bers; in fact, there were soon in my 
vicinity some 60 or 70 vessels. Af
ter tra vrls had been set about 24 
ho11rs the fish began to disappear 
from the cod traps, while the trawl
ers got all the fish they could stow 
away. The "livyers" and ''station
ers," with cod traps, could not go to 
new grounds, but the trawlers could 
easily move from one vlace to an
other. Not till last year did I no
tice the bankers setting the trawls 
in shallo"\v water. Last year I no
ticed bankers fishing and trawling as 
close as 300 yards to the coast. 
I had not 1be•e·n fish1ng on the 
northern p·art of the coast last year, 
b11t I have been asked by fishermen 
of the northern bays, and of Con
ception Bay in particular, to draw 
the attention of the House to the 
fact that trawls were set close to 
the rocks. It was true that the bank 
ers dressed their fish on the fishing 
grounds. When offal was thrown 
overboard it annoyed the fish and 
they left the grounds, and in all 
probability returned no more during 
·the season. In my opinion, it was 
high time to protect the fishermen 
vvho went to the Labrador Coast to 
earn their livelihood. The bankers 
were going further north every year; 
in fact, they were further north last 
year than they ever were before. I 
v1as told last year that owing to the 
trawlers and the·ir in1terference the 
men from the ships were unable to 
catch any fish, and I think it is time 
that rules and regulations were 
made preventing the use of trawls 
within three miles of the coast of 
Labrador. The matter did not con
cern me very much, personally, or 

I 
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the district I re:present, but as a fish
erman I am anxious that my fellow 
fishermen be protected. I am pleas
ed to see that petitions are coming in 
from different J;>laces regarding tl1is 
matter and I am glad to give these 
petitions my support. 

MINISTER OF l\iARINE AND 
FISHERIES (Mr. Piccott)-I am 
more than pleased to have an oppor
tunity of saying a few words on the 
matter referred to in the petitions 
from the people of Port de Grave 
arid other places. Petitions of this 
kind on matters which deer>lY con
cern the fishermen of the country 

• 

were worthy of much consideration 
by this hon. House, for it had to be 
borne in mind that the fishermen 
were the backbone of the Island. 
One hardly knew where to begin in 
the work of bettering the state of 
things which existed at the present 
time. Many banking vessels had 
been accustomed to go to the Labra
dor of late years. The law said that 
no trawls should be set before the 
15th of August, but it did not state 
that these trawls should not be set 
within the three-mile limit. The pe
titioners comnlained that offal was -
thrown overboard by the men who 
caught fish from banking vessels and 
I have no doubt that what they said 
was to a certain extent correct. 
However, this was not correct in all 
cases, for many of the bankers carry 
on their fishing from the harbors. 
They generally went to fish early in 
the morning, about four o'clock, and 
set their trawls and caught fish all 
day till abou·l four o'clock in the 
evening, when they took un their 
trawls and returned to the harbor 
to split and salt their fish. I know 
it is a fact that in some cases bank
ers split their fish on the grounds, 
but credit had to be given many of 
them for not doing so. Quite a num
ber of these were bankers from this 

Island who had every 
there. I am sure that the petitio 
will meet witl1 much consideratio 
as they come from practical men 
are accusto1ned to the coast, and 
think that after due and 
consideration laws could be 
that would be beneficial and 
fairly v1i th both the bankers and t 
fisher1ne11. I believe that men w 
went down in August in banke 
sl1ould not set their trawls across t 
grounds on which the settlers we 
fisl1ing. I have seen on parts of t 
coast a perfect network of traw 
and there v-vas no doubt that this w 
a great hindrance to hand-liners an 
ca used a lot of friction between t 
captains of bankers and the men 
the coast. It was certain that som 
thing had to be done in the mat 
and I will do my very best, wt 
the assistance of the Fishery Boar 
towards having laws made that w 
·be beneficial to all parties who 
interested in the matter referred 
in the petition. 

MR. KENT-I think the 
one of the things on which 
ermen who were members were b 
fitted to inform the House. I cone 
in what Mr. Winsor and the Minist 
of Marine and Fisheries have 
with reference to offal thrown 
the fishing grounds inside the thr 
nlile limit. Any action to deal w 
this objectionable practice will ba 
to be taken U!> by the Department 
Marine and Fisheries, and I have 
doubt but that the department 
work out practical plans to meet 
conditions complained of by the 
titioners. One matter in the fish 
rules and regulatinioons which wo 
have to be dealt with at an early d 
was the enforcement of the law w 
regard to the duties of the fish 
wardens along the coast. The p 
tions deserved the earnest conside 
tion of the fishery department. 
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l\1R· GRANT-So far as the peti
tions before the House are concerned, 

1 believe that every n1an should have 
t1ie rigl1t to fish in the way he 
thought best, provided by so doing 
he did not injure the fisl1ery or tres-

ass on the rights of the others. 
p . . th l\1Y interest, of course, is 1n e 
straits fishery, and I could raise no 
objections to th.e fisl1ermen or float
e~s using trawls in the section 
wt1ere I carry on my operations, as 
getti11g down on the coast early by 
steamer as I do, I secure all the 
choice trap berths, practically cutting 
out all others. There was consid
erable objection to the practice of 
throvving offal on the fishing grounds, 
which I believe is a very injurious 
one. Last year a inove was made in 
the Straits to stop these practices, 
but as the floaters claimed they were 
out of the jurisdiction of Newfound-. 
land and perhaps, rightly so, no
tl1ing could be done. Until the 
boundary question is settled, and t1n

til ire,vfoundland's jurisdiction in the 
Straits is rightly defined, it would 
be useless to attempt to carry out 
any rules or regulations which might 
be adopted. I support the petition 
with very great pleasure, if it will 
be beneficial to the fishermen pre-
8enting it. 

It was ordered that the petitions 
be received and referred to the de
partments to which they relate. · 

MR. GOODISON-I ask leave to 
present a petition from residents of 
Carbonear and Harbor Grace who 
fish at Venison Island, on the sub
ject of offal thrown in the waters 
from the whaling factory at Hawke's 
Harbor. · The remarks of memb-ers 
regarding the codfish offal apply to 
this petition as well, as it was known 
that large chunks of the whale float
ed away, only to come in contact 
\Vith the fishermen's nets and traps. 
I also present a petition from Thos. 

Sn1ith, Mauriee Fleming and others 
at Venison I sland, with reference to 
a land mark at that place. A flag
staff did duty on the island and serv
ed as a guide to vessels going in 
and out, and tl1ey were now asking 
tl1at it be re})laced and a stationary 
light fixed there as v;ell. 

It was ordered that the petitions be 
received and referred to the depart
w ents to 'vhich they relate. 

1v1R. GRANT-I ask leave to pre
ser1t a petition from the residents of 
Hea.,rt's Co11ten.t for a sum of money 
to n1ake a r oad at Southern Cove 
from the maiu line to the water to 
facilitate the sl1ipping Qf timber, as 
there were several sa v1 mills in that 
neigl1 bourhooa. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
T_._i\.RY-· I have much pleasure in sup
porting the ] etition. I know the 
great benefit that will accrue to the 
people if the petition is granted. 

MR. SQUIREJS-I also have great 
pleasure in supvorting the petition. 
Heart's Content is chiefly known as 
the Cable City, but it has another 
claim to imp()rtance, in that it is 
the centre of very large fishing op
erations, and Southern Cove, being 
the fisherman 's home, should receive 
particular consideration. 

It was ordered that this petition be 
received and referred to the depart
ment to which it relates. 

lVIR. F. MORRIS-I ask leave to 
present a Petition from fifty inhabit
ants of Branch, Cape Shore, P.B., 
asking for a sum of money to com
plete a road to the agricultural 
lands on the other side of the river 
which divides the settlement. I 
know no other settlement in the is
land where people are entitled to 
more consideration than those of 
Branch and neighbourhood, because 
they have tnade good i>rogress in 
agricultural pursuits and should re
ceive every encouragement. The 
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harbor of Branch, being on 
straight shore, is unprctected, 
the inhabitants run great risks 
pursuing tl1eir avocations on 
water. Tl1ey have not, up to 

the 
and 

• in 
the 
the 

present, received any marine facil
ities in the way of public wharves or 
piers, but I hope in the near future 
that the Gov'"ernment will see its 
"ray clear to have the Gut at Branch 
properly dredged and so enable the 
:fishermen to have some harbor facil
ities and a place of shelter for their 
fishing boats in rough weather. The 
people of Branch are famous all ov
er the country for their farming 
products and for their butter, vvhich 
is looked upon as equal to the fam
ous Bell Island product. I trust that 
when the special grant for the dist
rict is made it will include some
thing for this much-needed agricul
tural read. 

MR. DEVEREAUX-I have much 
pleasure in supporting the prayer 
of the petition. I know the locality 
v1ell. It is the ''garden" of St. :rv1ary's 
Bay, and like unto a "model farm," 
for there can be found in Branch all 
crops grown that can be raised in 
Newfoundland. 

MR. HOWLEY-I, too, have much 
pleasure in supporting the prayer of 
the petition. It is very necessary, al
so, that a bridge be placed across 
the ::-iver. The natural grovvth of the 
settlement forced the younger gener
ation across the river to settle and 
acquire land. A number of p.romis
ing farms now exist on the north 
side of the river, and this number is 
increasing annually. These settlers 
are seriously inconvenienced by 
want of means of communication and 
transport across the river, and this 
bridge is very necessary to supply 
their needs. The munificent sum of 
$214 was all that was left of the 
special grant for that district when 
the present Government assumed 

office, and the Dresent rne111be:rs wilt 
ha.,,v-e no funds at tl1eir · dis1;.Dsal until 
after July, but I feel sure tl1at afte 
that date an effort -"vill be inade to 
meet the v1ish of the petitioners. 

It v1as ordered that this petitio11 b 
received and referred to tl1e depart 
n1ent to v1hich it relates. 

:rv111. GRAI"~'r-I aslr leave to pre
sent a petition frc11n the people 0 

Heart's Ease, 02~aying fer a ferry 
boat to co11nect Westpoint v-vith 
IIeart's Ease. 

?~R. SQUIRES-I warI11ly SU 

port this petition. One not acquain 
ed with .conditions existing in th· 
section would .be surprised at th 
great inconvenie11ce which the pe 
ple have· to put up with for so Ion 
a time. The :proposed ferry woul 
be of infinite benefit to the peopl 
and would also greatly 
the handling of .mails. 

THE HON. COLONIAL 
TARY I know this locality ve 
Well and have much pleasure 
supporting the prayer of the pe 
tion. 

It was ordered that this petition 
received and referred to the depar 
ment to which it relates. 

MR. DE1VEREAUX I ask leav 
to present a petition from residen 
of Arnold's Cove, praying for 
sum of money to repair a roa 
T·he road was in bad state of r 
pair, almost out of repair alt 
gether, indeed, and it was almo 
impossible for any travelling to 
aicco.mplishe·d over the present hig 
way. 

MR. F . . J. MOR.RI.S-
1pleasure in supporting the petiti 
whi.ch ha.d just been presented 
my colleague, ;Mr. Devereux. 

MR. HOWLEY-I also, Mr. Speake 
am very pleased to su.pport t 
petition. I wish to say, in conne 
tion with this petition, (althou 
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the petition itself did not refer to it) 
that it was time a station was 
erecte i at the rail\vay junction at 
Arnold's Cove·, which was a ren
dezyous for the ·people of all the 
islands in the bay, "\vhen they desir
ed to 1connect with the Newfound
land railway, and in winter, when 
the trains were very irregular and 
often behind schedule time, they 
had to wait for the train, and had 
absolutely no shelter or warmth 
from the win try storms. The 
peo·ple of Arnold's Cove were not 
alone interested in this matter, but 
the people from all over the bay 
v,rho wante·d to conne.ct with the 
railway. There· was another ·mat
ter to which I like to refer, 
namely, the present steam service in 
that section of the .district. It was 
not 'by any means s1:fficient to serve 
tl!e den1ands. Arnold's Cove was 
not the only important settlement in 
that portion of the ditsri1ct. There 
was also Spen.cer's Cove, St. Kyran's, 
Ii!ussell Harbor Arm an·d other 
places which did not derive any 
.benefit from the Bay service. This 
rnatter vvould :probably be brou,ght 
before the Hot1se at a later date, and 
I merely n1ention 1t now, so that 
the House n1ay .have some idea of 
the disadv-a.ntages under which the 
inhabitants of these settlements labor. 

It Viras ordered that this petition 
be received a.-nd referred to the de
partme11t to which it relates. 

NOTICES OF QUESTION 
HON. M.R. EMERSON aske·d the 

~1inister of the Public Works to 
lay on the table of the House a 
statement showing the amount of 
spe·cial ·grants expended in the dis
tri:ct of Twillingate, from July 
1st, 1907, to December 30th, 1908. 

THE MIN1STER OF PU.BLIC 
WORKS The information asked 

for is being ,prepared, and I hope 
to be able to lay it on the table· of 
the I-louse at the next sitting. 

HON. MR. EME.RSON asked the 
lVfinister of Marine and Fisheries to 
lay on the table of the House a 
statement showing the amount for 
marine works expended in the dis
trict of Twillingate· from July 1st, 
1907, to December 31st, 1908. 

THE MINTSTE·R OF iMARINE 
AND FI1SHERIE·S I beg to lay on 
the table of the House the state
ment asked for 1by the hon. mem
ber for Fortune Bay. 

l\rIR . . S·QUIRES asked. the· Hon. the 
Prime Minister to lay on the table 
of the Hot1se ,copies of all corre
spondents betvveen His Excellency 
the Governor and the· Right. Hon. 
Sir Robert Bond, between Novem
ber 1st, 1908, and this date, in rela
tion to the issue raised by the re
sult of the General Election in 
November last, the ·Continuan·ce in 
ofti.ce by Sir Robert Bond and his 
l\1inisters the convening of the Leg
islature in February last, the resig
nation of office· by 1Sir Robert Bond 
and his !\iinisters; the dissolution 
of the late Legislature; and the 
recent election of .members to serve 
in the House of Asse·m1bly. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER I ,ha.ve asked His Excellency's 
permission to table· t 'he 1correspond
ence asked for. That permission 
·had not yet been given. 

MR. DOWNEY asked the Hon. 
Colonial Secretary to lay on the table 
of the House a state~ent shov1ing 
number of letters issued by the Col-
onial Secretary's Department last 
year, purporting to be a farewell ad
dress from Mr. Carty, the late mem
ber f o·r St. George's District, to his 
constitu·ents; to say by wh·'lse author 
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ity these were franked by the Col
onial Secretary's Department, and 
what was the amount of postage 
which was lost to the Colony by their 
being franked. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
T ARY I table the information des
ired. 

NOTICES OF ~f OTION. 

The HON. MINISTER 
ANCE AND CUSTOMS_, 

OF FIN
pursuant to 

notice moved that leave be granted 
for. the introduction .of a bill respect 
ing certain Retiring Allowances, a11d 

it was read a first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time on to-mor
r,ow. 

COl\11\fITl'EE (tF THE \\t IIOT.if.::J 
ON AD.Dl{·ESS IN REPLY. 

l\1R. CLIFT- I wish to make one 
or tvv-o observations in relation to 
the gracious sr~eech with which His 
Excellency the Governor has been 
pleased to open this session of the 
Legislature. Like all similar speech
es it was but a repitition of the pol-
cy of his Ministers, and in this res
pect I think it would be found that 
His Excellency had not to any great 
extent departed from the regular 
rule. His Excellency started out by 
saying that bis sojourn amongst us 
in this country, which has lasted 
nearly five years, is now dra.wing to 
a close. This announcement vvould 
be received by all with a large 
amount of regret. I think that 
those who have known His Excellen
cy most intimately could only say 
that His Excellency does not re
gret leaving any more tha11 we re
gret his going. It is true that ques
tions may have arisen between His 
Excellency and his late Ministers 
over certain constitutional matters 
in which they were pleased to differ 
but, so far a,s I am conce.rned, I 
could not let myself be infi uenced by 

any such differences to any othe 
opinion than v1hi{;h I 11ave just e 
pressed. My ovrn acquaintance wit 
the Governor has been of the mo 
pleasant character. F ·or one who h 
taken such a lively interest, and 
so skilled in the various mat te 
which so vitally affected the be 

interests of t11e country, to leave u 
"'ras a matter of regret, that all mu 
unite in expressing. I can only ho 
that he is going to a colony whi 
w.ould afford him a.s much pleasu 
as he has deri"\red out of the admi 
istration of the affairs of this Colon 

I do not pror>ose to deal 
the various paragraphs in 
Speech, but v1ill c·ontent myself 
a refere11ce to one or two subject 
As is usual in a document of this n 
tu:re a review is made of the fis he 
of the previous )"ear, and here it 
set out that while the fishery 
fairly large yet tl1e prices were 
as to make it unremunerative 
those engaged therein. Then f,ollo 
the first of the Cabin·et's promis 
that ·we find in the Spee.ch. It shou 
be ren1em bered that in the manifes 
whic'h had be·en issued by the· lead 
of the 1Government were ma.ny .pro 
ises. In fact, it was characteris 
as a policy of promises, and amon 
other things it was set forth th 
in the interests of the fishery a 
fisherme·n, some legislation 
be introduced for the purpose 
regulati11g the .cull of fish, an·d a 
legislation which would 'have the 
fe·ct of holding out inducements wl 
a view of im!proving the cure, 
tablishing a standard and equita 

. cull, effecting methods of prepari 
and exporting the fis·h, opening 
new markets, et·c. But notwi 
stan·ding the promise·s set forth 
the Premier's manifesto, we fo 
in the Spee.ch from the Thro 
that we rere not to have the tu 
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rnent of any of the·se· promises, but 
His Excellency contented himself 
,vitI1 observing ''that the time has 
coine when the Government of the 
Colony should co-OJ)erate ·with the 
people for the purp·ose of bringing 

"""es toward th1· s end." about n1easl11 

All tl1ese great benefits we sa \V a 
little \Vhile ago so nea.r are now 
relegated to the next session of the 
Legislature. Re1f.erence is also 
being made to our agricultural re
sour.ces, and it is proposed that a 
bonus be given for the ·Clearing of 
land, that a good bree·d of ·cattle 
and sheep be introduced, new see·ds 
be produ.ced, and that low rates by 
steamer and train be establis'hed, 
so as to enable the far.mer to bring 
hi3 pro·duce to market at a ·price 
v;ithin the reach of the ordinary 
consumer. Nobody could take ex
ception to any policy that would 
allow our agriculturalists and farm
ers to bring their produ.ce into the 
market at the lowest possible rates. 
I am in accor·d with the policy of 
the Go·vernment as to giving a bon
us for ,clearing land. I think t1lat 
the last time a vote was take·n for 
that purpose, now some ten years 
ago, $200,000 was voted. That 
money was distri1b·u ted over the 
perio·d named, and I believe that 
beneficial results ha.d been brought 
about by this expenditure. I am 
aware that in ,many cases there ,had 
been great laxity on the part of 
some of those who ·were appointed 
for the .purpose of making surveys 
of the land, and when I am describ
ing it as a laxity I am using a mild 
term. I vrould suggest that if a 
vote was take·n this session for this 
purpose that it be so hedged 
around with la·ws as to .make it im
possible for som.e of the practtces of 
the past to be repeated. 

I trust, . too, that the best use 
will be made of the ·gentleman who 
.has recently taken ,c.harge of the 
experimental farm. I refer to Mr. 
lVIurray, who arrived in December 
last to take icharge of the ex.peri
men tal station. He 1came with the 
highest possible recommendations, 
and ·with the little experience I had 
\vith him, I believed .he is one 
likely to give the best possible re
turns for the work undertaken. But 
I want to impress ·upon the hon. 
n1inister in ,charge of the experi
mental station, improperly ·Called 
the ·model farm, that the best re
sults ·Could only be obtained from 
that vvork by leaving it entirely 
in the con tro 1 of this expert. If he 
were interfered with or hampered by 
these who thought they knew more 
of agricultt1re than he did, then his 
r:.sefulness would be entirely destroy
ed. If he was not sufficiently quali
fied to take care of the station, then I 
advise the Ministers to get rid of him 
and appoint some other person duly 
qualified for the position. But when 
it v1as once placed in the hands of 
Sl1ch a person, leave him alone to 
vvork out the salvation of. the insti
tution according to his own methods. 
vVe l{llOW that Canada to-day would 
net be the country she is were it 
not for the training that has been 
received by her people and her young 
n1en and farmers from these experi
n1ental stations during the past twenty 
five or thirty years, since first they 
were established. I trust that no
thing \Vil! be done to hamper Mr. 
Murray in the carrying out of his 
work. I feel confident that if Mr. 
Murray's advice was taken and he 
was allowed to pursue the same 
course as had been pursued at Guelph 
and other experimental stations with 

v1hich he was familiar, in due course 

we would see some very happy and 
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beneficial results from that institution 

I-Iis Excellency's Sueech referred 
to our mining regulations and sonie 
new legislation is outlined in the 
way of making better provisions for 
the original discoverers of mining 
locations. I do not know that better 

~ . prov1s1ons could be inade to protect 
the interests of the original discov
erers than we had, but I will be only 
too pleased to support any measures 
brought down for that purpose. Still 
careful legislation v1ould have to be 
enacted, be ca use the tendency of 
those engaged in prospecti11g was to 
loclr up n1ining areas for the pur
pose of placing them in the hands 
of the speculators. There was roon1 
for some amendment in the mining 
la 'vs, but on the whole they \Vere 
very fair and worked little or no 
injustice. 

Tl1e adoption of son1e measures 
that would decide once and for all 
whether our coal areas 'vere lilrely to 
be remunerative was a1so proposed. 
I am heartily in accord with this, but 
I cannot imagine what measures are 
to be introduced, as I don't know of 
anything that could be done more 
.han is being done at the present 
.noment unless to double or treble 
or quadruple tl1e number of the 
boring machines. During last year 
there were two large drills and tvvo 
smaller ones operated at Goose 
Brook and the results from them 
were fairly satisfactory, and unless it 
is the iritention of the Government 
to set down drills in other parts of 
the country for the purpose of test
ing these places, I am unable to see 
that anything more could be done. 
It is to be hoped that during the 

• coming season the present contract-
or, Mr. Randall, will succeed in d~

monstrating the truth of Mr. Row
ley's theory that the true seat of 
the coal measures was where they 
are now boring. If there was any 

hurry to find the coal t11e best thi 
to be done ,,~as to inc1·ease the nu 
ber of boring n1achines. 

It \v-ould be ver3r much apprecia,t 
by those vvho -vrere- not in tou.ch V\'it 
tl1e city to receive the be11efit of t 
tl·~n· sn-:1'r.::-c1·~-n of f"',.i.e d 'I ....., · .......... l.P•~· ,,; - · • ~ _ai Y PUbl 
ne\vs. I hope tlJ.at \Vl1en sending th 
ne \IS the co111piler, "?Thoever h 
migl1t be, will be particular in giv 
• rrrg correct and accurate views an 
tha.t it vvill not be tinged vv-ith an 
J)artizan bearings, but a trl1e repr 
sent2_tion of wJ1at v:1as tal{ing plac 
in t11e DOlitical world. During 
late election despatches vlere 
throl1gh our various districts 

' they were Ia.rgely co1nposed of 
tical news and told of the politic 
doings of the rresent Governme 
and, of course, sl10\ved 11v a.II 
misdeeds cf the late Governn1en 
I d.on't thi11k it fair cir honest 
proper to n.1al;:e use of the pub 
t.elegraph ser1rice for t11e purpose 
sending partizan political ne\l\rs bro 
Cftst to the public. 

In the next place, His 
lency p:rornises us tl1at l1is Ministe 
w·ill consider a revision of the t 
iff, where by the burclens of the po 
n1ay become less and those of t 
citizens wl10 are re~arded as 
111ay be made greater. Before a 

revision is m.ad.e in connection wi 
tariff great care should be exercis 
and the e:x:isting tariff, vv-hich I co 
sicler, on t11e vvhole, a fair and equi 
able one, should be gone into. T 
fishing classes of this country, or t 
laboring classes, do not pay as lar i:) 

a proportion of the revenue to-da 
as they did ten or fifteen years ago 
Any changes or alterations in tax 
tion ought to be very carefully co 
sidered and the results carefully fl 
ured 011t and estimated before the 
are made. 

We are ·promised in the speech, 
we were promised in the manifest 



lIOUS)t OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 63 

b n,.._h railroads would be built at ra v 

T~vn in Bonavista Bay, Heart's Con-
nt, Bonne Bay, Fortune Bay, Tre...: 
sseY and other places, and I note 

,at altl1c11gh these great boons were 
have been ours im1nediately, we 

·e no\V only promised that they 
ill be taken up next year, but in 
ie 111cantin1e a survey v1ill be n1ade 

order to ascertain tl1e best pos
tile rcutes. I don't see any provis
. n in the Estin1ates for any survey 
·1rties, however, although I imag
e tl1at to survey tl1ese lines will 

equire the expenditure of a very 
nsiderable sum of money. If tak

n up this year I trust that son1e 
erson of experience and competent 

make a report of the lands 
~ rough which tl1ese various branch 
ailroads are to pass will be appoint-, 
d, in order that some informa ~~0;1 
iaY be given the House as to the 
6ricultural possibilities of the lands 
n these regions. I trust that the 
eports will also contain some i11-

or1nation as to the possibilities of 
reight and passenger traffic for 
hese lines of railroads. Careful es
imates ought to be made to show 
'hat the traffic is likely to be from 
he various settlements it is propos

ed to touch. All this would be ne
cessary in order to enable us to 
deal intelligently with the question 
when it comes before the Legislature 
in a practical form. 

Tl1en the question of Old Age Pen
sions is referred to and in touching 
upon that subject we are dealing with 
something which may be found to 
be much more far-reaching than we 
imagine. Before any legislation is 
brought down with reference to the 
providing of O Id Age Pensions I hope 
the hon. Ministers on the other side 
will inform ther..oselves as to what 
has been the result of similar legis
lation in other places, and that be
fore we adopt measures to make pro-

vision for the aged we will have 
some report from the commission 
previously appointed to enquire into 
the matter. I know that this com
mission sat a number of times and 
gathered a large amount of informa
tion ai1d I trust that every bit of 
data which can be gleaned will be 
J)11t at our disposal, in order to enable 
us to base upon a sure foundation 
any measure we are asked to enact . 
If any legislation is contemplated as 
in E11gland, where the old age 
scl1eme is in force, we should remem
ber the amount allocated originally 
was not nearly sufficient to meet 
tl1e demands, and the Chancellor of 
tl1e Exchequer found himself con
siderably e1nbarrassed in conse
quence. I hope the lVIinister of Fin
ance will n·ot allow himself to be
con1e embarrassed by reason of meas
ures that might be introduced in this 
connection. 

With regard to the reference made 
by His Excellency the Governor to 
the revenue and expenditure of the 
past year, I have only to say that in 
reading over this section of the ad
dress I was not a little puzzled and 
could not make my figures agree 
vrith those of His Excellency. In
deed, the section or paragraph was 
considerably involved and it was 
difficult to make out what it meant. 

MR. F. l\10RRIS-I would like to 
say a few words in connection with 
the regret that we all undoubtedly 
have in the departure of His Excel
lency the Governor. I can honestly 
say that since we have had Respon
sible Government we have never had 
a better representative of the King 
or Queen, as the case may be, in tl1is 
country, and we have never had ono 
who had the interests of this coun
try more at heart. Sir Wm. Mac
Gregor was much interested in all 
our public work. He had also visit-
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ec.! Labrador three or four times anJ 
11ad given a great deal of in!~1r111at1011 
car1cerning that country in 11is r(•
ports on these trips. I think t11at 
h:~ departure at this particular ti111c, 
'vhen he had becon1e verse(l in al L 
0·1r political, econon1ical and cc)111-
mercial conditions, would be a ser
ious loss to the Colony. 

I am very glad that the hon. mem
ber for Twillingate, Mr. Clift, was 
honest enough to say, as he ba3 
said, that he was not, nor is he at 
the present moment, in sy1npatl·.y 
with the bitter, untruthful, libellous 
and diabolical attacks made on the 
Governor during the recent political 
campaign. Of course everyone is 
prepared to give a certain amount of 
latitude to both sides in a political 
fight. One side and the other do 
their best to oust their political 
opponents and a great deal of truth 
and a great deal of untruth is said 

·by both sides. But never in the 
memory of other elections (and I 
have been connected with political 
affairs for nearly twenty-five years) 
do I remember any attack of so vile 
a nature as those inade in tl1e re
cent campaign on His Excellency the 
Governor, and that in connection with 
the discharge of his ministerial 
duties. 

MR. DvVYER-No member of the 
Liberal Party had anything to do 
with these attacks. 

MR. MORRIS-I do not accuse any 
member of the House. I did not 
mention any political party. I merely 
wished to congratulate my hon. 
friend, Mr. Clift, on disassociating 
himself from these attacks. His Ex
cellency's private house was invaded. 
The very visitors to Government 
House were criticised. And why? Be 
cause the decision of His Excellency 
in the recent political deadlock, a de
cision which had been thoroughly en-

dc·r sed by the Imperial Govern 
as being in accordance with all 
principles of Constitutional Gov 
n1ent, did not meet the views of 
upl1olders of a disappointed fac 
Therefor e I was pleased to hear 
hon. and learned friend repudia 
vvhat I consider an outrage. I 
r,lcased to be able to say that I 
k110Y.rn His Ex~ellency person 
J1a:\·e been clDsely associated 
11im for the !)ast fe\v years and 
glad to see my hon. friend, 
Clift, is honest and manly enough' 
state here that he was not in ac 
with these attacks. 

l\1:R. KENT-I 'vish to observe t 
is one matter to which I propose 
refer before the address is ado 
and I think it my duty to draw 
a ... ttention of the members of 
House to the composition of the 
sent Governme11t which, in my o 
ion, is a violation of the well-es 
lished principles of Responsible 
ernn1ent, by \Tirtue of vvhich each 
every member of a Ministry is 
sponsible to Parliament. I 
now to the position of Hon. 
Gibbs as a member of the Execu 
Cou11cil V\rithout a seat in ei 
.branch of the Legislature. I do 
think that a precedent could be fo 
for this either in the constituti 
history of England or of the Bri 
colo11ies. It is true that one or 
instances, apparently parallel, 
curred in England. One was 
of l\r1r. Gladstone, who accepted 
position of President of the Bo 
of Trade without a seat in the H 
of Commons. But Mr. Gladstone 
garded it as his first duty to ob 
a cc·nstituency on the first pu 
occasion before the assembling 
Parlia,me11t.. Another instance is 
more recen~ one, namely, that of 
'\Vinston Srencer Ch.urchill, wl10 
(1 2f f' n,te~1 i11 one constituency and 
mediately obtained a seat in anoth 
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Tliese are not :precedents for the pre- . 
sent case, as tl1e tenure was ex
pressly contingent in each case. An
other instance was that of myself. 

1 
had an office i11 the late Govern

ment ,vithout a seat in the Ho11se, 
but tl1e circumstances \Vere entirely 
different. Th€ country was then on 
the e·ve -of a general election. At 
present there is no prcspect of an 
election for son1e time to come. I 
vrish to dra-vv attention to this pri11-
ciple and bring the n1atter before 
the House. I thot1ght of dealing 
,vith it as an an1endment to the Ad
dress in Reply, but now to bring 
the matter before the House as a prin 
ciple of govern1nent that should not 
be viclated. I hope the matter will 
not continue and that the Govern
n1ent, if they wish to retain the ser
·vices of ?vir. Gibbs in the Executive 
Council, will take immediate steps 
to find him a seat i11 one or other 
of the branches of the Legislature, 
but Mr. Gibbs has no right to the 
pcsition of a Minister of the Crown 
witl1out a seat in one branch or other. 

':rHE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER-In reply to tl1e hon. member, 
~Ir. Kent, I wish to state that the 
position of Mr. Gibbs is in n·o way un
constitutional. When an Executive of
ficer is appointed who has not a seat 
in either branch of the Legislature 
it is customary to give an assurance 
to the King, or the King's represen
tative, that such Minister of the 
Crov..-n will get a seat in one branch 
within a reasonable time. But there 
is no rule by which this time is 
limited. The case of Mr. Gladstone, 
to v1hich Mr. Kent referred,~and Mr. 
Gladstone was one of the greatest 
authoritjes on Constitutional Govern
ment-very carefully defines this. I 
even go farther, and state that a de
partmental officer may hold his office 
without a seat, provided that the 
King, or the King's representative, 

11as an assurance that such Minister 
will find a seat within a reasonable 
ti1ne. l\1r. Glads tone was Secretary 
of State without a seat in the House 
of C·ommons. I, myself, held office 
on more than one occasion for as 
long as four months without a seat. 
The Hon. Leader of the Opposition, 
Sir Robert Bond, has been Premier 
cf the C·olony without a seat. Sir 
William White"\vay is also another n
stance. There is abundant local pre
cedent for the nosition as to Mr. -
Gibbs. The Legislature dissolves in 
July, but the elections are not usua 11y 
held till November. During this in
terval none of the Ministers have a 
seat. Mr. Kent's own case is ana
logous with that of Mr. Gibbs. J\!Jr. 
Kent held his position for i1ine 
months without a seat, and there \\·as 
no reason to assume that Mr. Kent 
would obtain a seat. There is an 
even more recent instance in Can
ada. Mr Templeman, the Minister of 
Inland Revenue in the Laurier Cab
inet, was defeated at Victoria., R.C., 
in the election of November last .. 
He went to the constituency under 
the Laurier Governn1ent with that 
portfolio. He was defeated, but re
mained as a Cabinet Minister until 
he found another constituency, and 
was elected in April. When I under
took the formation of the present 
Government, I submitted Mr. Gibbs' 
naine to His Excellency as an Exe
cutive Officer. Mr. Gibbs was with
out a seat. But I assured His Ex
cellency that a seat would be found 
for him within a reasonable time. 
And as to this "reasonable time,'' it 
is one that must be governed by the 
circumstances of each particular 
case. Mr. Gladstone was Secretary 
of State for six months without a 
seat. The King and his Ministers 
selected him for his abilites. There 

is abundant precedent right down to 

the present day of where Ministers 
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of the Crov1n with portfolio rank ha,re 
had no seat in the House. There is, 
however, a.nother answer to the hon 
membe1 's objection to Mr. Gibbs. 
Mr. Gibbs is a member of a bra.nch 
of tl1e Legislature. He is a member 
of the Legislative Council, having re
ceived his appointment yesterday 

MR. KENT-That being so, I spo}~e 

under a misaporehension of t11e 
facts. I congratulate l\ir. Gibbs on 
his obtaining a seat in the Legisla,
tive Council; and I am glad the 
Prime Minister has recognized th{~ 

an·omaly of the case and taken means 
to secure a seat for Mr. Gibbs. 

THE HON. THE PRIME l\iiINIS
TER-I recognize no anomaly. I 
promised His Excellency to find a 
seat for Mr. Gibbs within a reason
able time, and Mr. Gibbs might h~~vo 
remained without a seat for fo~1r, 

five, six or seven months longer. If 
the Legislature had not met I would 
have felt bound to find him a seat, 
but I recognize no anomaly, provided 
that a seat was found withi a reas
onable time. 

It was ordered that the Address in 
Reply to His Excellency's Speech from 
the Throne do pass, and that it be 
engrossed and presented to His Ex
cellency by the Whole House on a 
day to be named. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ON 
SUPPLY. 

Pursuant to order, the House re
solved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on Supply. 

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

MR. PARSONS took the Chair of 
Committee. 

Certain votes for various public 
services were passed. 

MR. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 

matte·r to them referred and 
some progress, passing certain vot 
and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered, that this report be r 
ceived and tl1at tl1e Comn1ittee ha 
leave to sit again en to-morrow. 

J\iR. SPEAI{ER informed the Hou 
tl1at His Excellency would recei 
the fI011se, "rith the Address 
Tl1anks, at 11.30 o'clock to-morrow 
(iovernme11t House. 

SUPPLY VOTES APPROVED. 
'fhe Chairman from the Co1nmit 

of the \Vhole on Supply reported ce 
tain resolutions adol)ted yesterda 
which vrere then read, as follows : 

Ci\ril Government . . . . . . $155,561. 
Adn1inistration of Justice .. 
Agriculture and l\iiines • • • 

Marine and Fisheries • • •• 

Legislation • • • • • • •• • • 

Pensions • • • • • • • • •• • • 

Public Charities • • • • •• • • 

Education • • • • • • • • •• • • 

Lighthouses • • • • • • •• • • 

Contingencies . . . . . . . .. 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries 
Customs . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Coal and Water Refund .. 

174,751. 
26,420. 
98, 7 40. 
33,015. 

2,859, 
283,994. 

3,800. 
86,166. 
10,000. 

172,881. 
145,991 

67,550 

The said Resolutions being read 
second tin1e, it was moved that 
House concur with the Commit 
therein, and the said Resolutio 
were agreed to. 

NOTICES OF QUESTION. 

MR. CLIFT gave notice 
would on to-morrow ask the 
Colonial Secretary if the Governm 
had entered into any contract for 
hire of the Ss Stella Maris for 
carrying of the mails, since the ft 
day of March to date; and, if so, 
lay a copy of same on the table 
the House. 

MR. MOULTON gave notice 
he would on to-morrow ask the H 

I 
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c~clC'n~al Secretary to lay on the table 
of the House a detailed state1ne11t, 

h "'1T!'11 n· tfle ail10llllt expended On the 
~1 u t. ·-o 

... "'alled srnallpox epidemic in t11e 
~0-1..1 ~ ... . 
District of B11rgeo and LaP01le last 
v;inter. 

l\fR. SQUIRES gave notice that he 
wotlld on to-1norrow ask the Minis
ter of Public Vlorks to lay on the 
table of the House a detailed state
ment of the cost of the new l\1useun1 
to date, and also a detailed esti1nate 
of the cost of completii1g the b11ild
ing and furnishing the sa1ne. 

on mction, the I-louse adjourned 
until to-morro1.v, Friday, June 4th, at 
11 o'clock a.m. 

FRIDAY, June 4, 1909. 

The House n1et at eleven o'clock 
in tl1e forenoon, pursuant to ad
journ1nent. 

1>.fR. SPEl~KER informed the House 
that, in accordance with the intima
tion received yesterd&y, His Excel
lenc~r the Governor would receive 
the Address of Thanks at half-past 
eie·ven of t11e clock to-day. 

ADDRESS OF TIIANKS PRESENTED 
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and the 

House proceeded to Governn1ent 
House, and being returned to the 
Assembly Room, Mr. Speaker in
form_ed tl1e House that His Excel
lency had received the Address of 
Thanks, and had be.en pleased to re
ply thereto as follows : 

"Mr. Speaker and Honourable 
1fembers of the Commons of New
foundland : 

" I thank you for your Address in 
Reply to the Speech v1ith which your 
present Session was opened. 

· '' (Sgd.) W. lVIacGREGOR, 
'' Governor.'' 

MR. SPEAKER then left the chair 
until three o'clock in the afternoon. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon 
l\,fr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY laid upon the table of the 
House the Ann11al Re!)ort of the 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
Ne\V York for the year 1908 . 
• 

PETITIONS. 
HO!'-J. MR. EMERSON-I ask leave 

to present a petition from John w. 
Rose and others, of Da vrson's Cove, 
praying for the allocation of a sum 
of n1oney to repair the breakwater at 
that place. The petitioners stated 
the sum of $100 was needed for that 
ptlrpose. While I am speaking on 
this matter I would say that the 
break;,vaters generally throughout tl1e 
district are in a bad condition and 
that each and every one of them 
needed some attention. I trust that 
the House will see its way clear to 
g·i--v ... e this matter its consideration and 
make all the improvements possible. 
I ask that the petition be referred to 
the department to which it relates. 

It was ordered that the petition 
be received and referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

l\1R. SQUIRES-I ask leave to pre
sent a petition from Aaron Smith and 
a large number of others, of Elliott's 
Cove, in the electoral district of 
Trinity, praying for the allocation of 
$250 towards the construction of a 
public road in that place. Elliott's 
Cove was the home of the brick in
dustry and was a very important lo
cality and I am sure that the repre
sentatives of the district will do 
their best to obtain the allocation 
asked for 

It was ordered that the petition 
be referred to the department to 
which it relates. 

MR. HOWLEY-I ask leave to pre
sent a petition from Augustine James 
and others, of Trepassey, asking that 



• 
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a sum of money be granted for the 
repair of the North-west Bridge of 
that place. The bridge was on the 
main line of road and ~ras used daily 
by a large number of people, not 
only of that place, but of the neigh
bouring localities. The bridge has 
been in existence for a number of 
years, but is now in such a bad 
state of repair that it is not consid
ered safe for use, especially for 
l1orses and wagons. I strongly sup
port the prayer of the petition. 

l\1R. DEVEREUX-I also support 
the prayer of the petition prese11ted 
by my hon. colleague, Mr. Howley. 
I have had the opportunity of cross
ing the bridge referred to only a 
short while since, and know from 
personal observation the very bad 
condition in v1hich the bridge really~ 

is. I have much pleasure in support
ing the prayer of the petition. 

It v1as ordered that the petition 
be receiv.,.ed a11d referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-I ask leave to present peti
tions from Moses Currie and oth~rs 

of Britannia; from Hayward Burt 
and others of Lady Cove; from Wm. 
Miller and others of Foster's Point; 
from John P. Smith and others of 
Snook's Harbor; from Benjamin Tular
tin and others of Hickman's Harbor; 
from Wm. J. King and others of Deor 
I-Iarbor; and from about three h1111cl
red others of Random Island. The 
petitioners set forth that in the wi11-
ter season the only 'vay they could 
get from Random Island to the main
land to connect with the railway was 
by boat from Elliott's Cove to Clar
enville, a distance of three miles. 
Crossing in sn1all boats was often 
extremely dangerous, owing to the 
high winds and slob ice. The peti
tioners had given the matter careful 
consideration and had come to the 

conclusion tl1at the proper place 
v;1inter crossi11g was at Bar Point, 
the vvest end of Random Island, Wh 
the distance to the mainland 
only about two 11undred yards. 
order to reach Bar Point, tl1e r 
vvhich -vva.s cut through from Elliot 

• Ccve about two years ago vvould h 
to be graded, so tl1at carts or slei 
could pass over it. The distance 
about six n1iles and the road, w 
completed, will be of additional v 
ue as a "'Tinter mail rot1te for R 
dom Island. I asl{ that this petitl 
be for\~rarded to the Department 
P11blic \Vorks and I shall be glad 
consult with my colleagues later 
and see if \Ve are able to provide ti 
grading the road referred to. 

Iv.IR. SQUIRES-I have much 
ure in supporting the petition p 

sented by the Hon. Colonial Sec 
tary. Tl1e per)ple of Random Isl 
are very m11ch inconvenienced, 
pecia.Jly in the winter season and 
tl1e early spring, and I hope that 
vvill be possible to secure for th 
every facility for crossing from 
islana to the m.ainland. As I h&l 
said, the prayer of the petition 
n1y very hearty support. 

It 'vas ordered that the petit 
be received and referred to the 
partment to which it relates. 

MR. GEl:i..R-I beg to present a 
tition from A. w. Lake and oth 
from Fortune; in the District of B 
in. The petitioners ask for a bou 
on canned codfish. The late 
ernment have given a bounty 
cents per case on all cases expo 
ed, but tl1rough lack of means 
inability to get their fish on the m 
ket netitioners found themsel -
greatly hampered. Tl1ey now 
that the Governn1ent give them 
bounty of fifty cents on every ca 
exported, whi~h I think would be 
good thing to do. If this was done 
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would tend to help the fisheries, as 
roll as the n1en tl1emselves. It 

\1, • 

cotild not be expected that the can-
n.i11g of the fisl1 'vould help ,rery 
JagelY towards the opening up of our 
ne"v 1-::- arl::ets in the Argentine Re
public and other countries, but it 
,v011Id help towards the improvement 
of our fisheries in some measure, at 
least, and for that reas·on it deserv
ed the support of the members. I 
strongly support the petition and ask 
that it be ref erred to the depart-
01ent to "\\rhich it relates where, I 
feel sure, it will receive that con
sideration which is due to such an 
important matter. 

It was ordered that the petition 
t 

be received and ref erred to the de-
partment to which it relates. 

MR. GOODISON-I beg leave to 
present a petition from the Rev. Fr. 
l\IcCarthy, Rev. Mr. Colley, Rev. iVI:r. 
DarlJY and a number of others of 
Carbonear, asking for the allocation 
of a sum of money for the construc
ticn of a road to connect the Valley 
Read with Gladstone Road, in the 
v1estern part of the District of Car
bonear. T11ere are many residents 
in this vicinity and it is almost im
possible for clergymen or doctors, as 
well [ts others, to get to then1. I 
heartily support the prayer of the 
petition. 

It was- ordered that the petition 
be received and. referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

MR. DOWNEY-I beg leave to pre
sent a petition of more than usl1al 
importance from the people of the 
District of St. George's. The peti
tion is very largely signed and it 
prays that an allocation be granted 
for the . imnrovement of harbor fac
ilities and in particular for the malr
ing of a canal from Gravels to Port 
au Port. I feel sure that the im
portance of the petition will be suf-

ficient excuse for my asking pern1is
sion to read it to the House. (The 
hon. member then read the petition). 
I also have by me the report of a 
former Government Engineer, Mr. 
Crowsdale, in regard to the cost of 
a canal from the Gravels to Port 
au Port, which I will also read. 
Bay St. George is deficient in natur
al harbors, and such a nroject, if 
undertaken, would not only be ben
eficial to the people of Bay St. 
George and Bay of Islands, but the 
whole of the West Coast. From my 
own personal observation I know 
that not only in the District of Bay 
St George, but in many other dist
ricts all over Newfoundland dredg
ing was a long-felt vvant, and I might 
instance the cases of Lamaline, Fer
ryland and St. John's harbor, where 
vessels could formerly load at low 
'vater, but now, owing to the accum
ulations of sand and refuse of var
ious kinds, the bottoms were show
ing at low tide, occasiona~lly, in some 
i11stances, a loss to the vessel own
ers. Wesleyville, Bona vista Bay, is 
another locality very much in need 
of dredging. I think that the figures 
quoted by Mr. Crowsdale are too 
high because, with up-to-date and ef
fective machinery, the cost would 
not be more than five and one-half 
cents per cubic yard, and with this 
machinery 2,500 to 3,500 cubic yards 
could be done daily. Ours is the 
only country in the world with such 
extensive maritime interests that 
has not applied scientific methods to 
realize such very necessary projects. 

THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
WORKS-I cordially support the 
prayer of the petition presented by 
Mr. Downey, although not asked to 
do so. But next year I and my col
league, Mr. Murphy, will probably be 
bringing a similar petition to the 
House in connection with the build
ing of a harbor at Long Pond, Con-
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ception Bay. I am certain that the 
canal asked for by the people of St. 
George's District "rill be a great 
boon to them and I hope the Govern
ment will give the petition its most 
earnest consderation. 

It v1as ordered that the petition 
be received and referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

MR. SQUIRES-I aslr leave to pre
sent a petition from Jonas Stringer 
and 46 others of Little Heart's F.Jase, 
District of Trinity, praying for a 
grant of $150 to construct a road at 
that place. · 

1The petition was ordered to be 
receive·d and ref erre·d 1to the de-
1partment to w·hich it relates. 

MR. CLIFT-I ask leave to present 
a petition from Harry Frenc'h and 
others of Birchy Cove, TV\rillingate 
District, praying that the sum of 
$200 be granted in order that a 
bridge may be constructed across 
Juniper Brook. This was a very ur
gent work, and I hope it will receive 
the earnest attention of the proper 
department. I also ask leave to 
present a petition from Robert Jen
nings and others of Great Chance 
Harbor, District of Twillingate, for 
the sum of $260, to build a special 
local road around Great Chance Har
bor to connect with the main road. I 
have very muc11 pleasure in giving 
my hearty support to the petition. 
Also a petition from Robert Jen
nings and others of the same har
bor, . praying that the law for the 
prohibition of the keeping of dogs in 
that locality be enforced. I trust 
that this netition will receive immo--
diate consideration and that the Col-
onial Secretary's Department will 
n1ake the necessary enquiries from 
the Magistrate of that district, so 
that the proclamations may go into 
effect. 

It was ordered that the 
be receiv-ed and r€f erred to 
:partment to whicl1 it relates. 

l\1R. DOWI'-JEY-I ask leave to pr 
sent two petitions from residents 
St. Geor8e's District. One v:as fr 
Ccd:roy section for the co111pletion 
a break,va.ter begun tl1ere son1e ti 
ag·o. Codroy was the only possib 
11arbor on that section of the co 
and owing to its present exposed 
sition vlas valueless in affording p 
tection to crafts sailing west. 
v\.-ould also extend facilities in reac 
ing the agricultural lands, whlc 
\Vere not easy cf access by r 
Owi11g to the distance of the railro 
from the seaboard our people se 
to Halifax for certain ccmmoditi 
a,nd therefore the volume of tr 
will be diverted to I-Ialifax if som 
tl1i11g be not done. The other 
from tl1e reside11ts of \Vood's Isla 
Bay of Islarrc1s, on the very impo 
ant matter of extending telegra 
con1m11nication to that island. I 
s11re the petition needs no comme 
of n1ine to suggest the advisability 
having the n1a.tter attended to at 
early date. 

'l'I-IE HON. THE PRIME MINI 
TER-I am sorry that I was 
present v·vhen the hon. member 
t11e District of St. George's 
Downey) presented the petition fr 
residents of Fort au Port in rega 
to the harbor facilities and ca 
but I now take the opportunity 
say a word in favor of the petiti 
I personally inspected the place 
it was only necessary for one to 
there and discover the advantages 
be derived from the work which 
people petitioned to be undertaken 
be conNinced of its needs. I 
sorry that I missed the remarks 
l\'Ir. Dovvney on the matter. 
work of dredging the c~nal could 
ly be undertaken by a mod 
dredge boat, which in one 
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cculd cut the canal through. This 
v:ould not only give a harbor to 
pert au Port, but wculd save the 
sailing vessels a long journey out 
around the peninsula. 

I am sure that nearly all the hon. 
?~Ierr1bers had 11eard cf tl1e conditions 
at Long Pond, Conception Bay, where 
th ere v;as a lagoon \Vi th a depth of 
,vater sufficie11t to fioat vessels and 
to r.:::a1~e a good harbor, it only re
q~lrecl t11e beach to be brol:ren thru. 
About thirty or forty years ago a 
,.pnort 1;:-as n1ade on this place a-nd 
... v.1:-' 

a st1n1 of money voted, but it never 
get any further than the House. The 
building of a harbor at this place 
,vould be of infinite benefit, as there 
v1as no harbor between Cape St. 
Francis and Holyrood, and the flsh
ern1en very often felt the need of a 
11arbor for shelter. Freshv1ater Bay, 
just around the Southern Head of 
St. Joh11's Harbor, v\ras also admir
ably adapted for a harbor, and if 
the beach there was broken thro11gh 
a splendid haven could be made 
'\Vhich would serve as a place of 
refuge fer the fishermen fishing out 
of St. John's, while many a craft 
would be able to harbor there that 
migl1t otherwise be driven to sea. 
The lighthouse keeper at Cape Spear 
often reported vessels close up to 
the Narrows and not being able to 
sec11re a tug or make port, they have 
been driven off again for many da)r~. 

On one or two occasions, indeed, 
vessels have been driven right across 
the Atlantic, after being in sight of 
home. A harbor in Freshwater Bay 
would probably have obviated this. 

All these very necessary works could 
be accomplished by the Governn1ent 
being owner of an up-to-date dredge 
beat. We have been wasting ti111e 
·and money on dredges which have 
been more or less useless and which 
have had to be moved around by 
steamers at great expense. The mod-

• 

ern dredge has its own motive uow
er, and does very effective work at 
very little cost. Here in St. Jol1n's 
dredging was also badly neeo.ed. 
"\Vharves and coves were being filled 
up 1..-1ith sand and waste matter, the 
effluvium arising from which was 
abo1ninable and positively danger
ous. The merchants who are own
ers of wharves were perfectly Vlil
ling to pay the cost of the work, 
only asking to be allowed to avail 
themselves of the use of the dredger. 
A great n1any wharves were becom
i11g perfectly valueless except at high 
tide, with the natural result that 
the ov1ners were extending them, 
and the waters of the harbor were 
being encroached on. I am glad to 
be able to say that the Government 
is considering the whole matter of 
dredging, and before the House rises 
may be able to submit in Supple
n1ental Supply a vote for a modern 
dredge boat. I have much pleasure 
in supporting the prayer of the pe
tition presented by Mr. Downey. 

MR. HOWLEY-I wish to say a 
few words on the same subject. The 
harbors of Little Placentia and Red 
Island are practically useless for 
vessels fishing out of Cape St. Mary's 
which frequented there. These two 
harbors mentioned were becoming 
valueless owing to the large amount 
of accumulating dep·osits. It was an 
old saying that ''Cape St. Mary's paid 
for all." I have heard a lot about 
the fishermen of the country being 
its backbone, and as they contributed 
the largest share towards its pros
perity, it was only fair they shoi1ld 
receive the consideration they de
served. 

HON. MR. EMERSON-I also have 
great pleasure in supporting the pe
tition. I would call attention to the 
claims of Garnish, in Fortune Bay, 
where the people were very serious
ly handicapped owing to the lack of 
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dredging. The fishermen could only 
leave the harbor at high tide, for at 
low tide boats were high and dry. 
The odor arising from the deposits 
and accumulation of years was just 
as bad there as other places. Gar
nish was something like Long Pond, 
referred to by the Hon. Premier. 
There was quite a deep pond inside 
and it only needed a little dredging 
to make it a splendid and safe_ har
bor. It was very important that 
this should be done, for on that por
tion of the coast the harbors were 
a long distance apart. Indeed, there 
was no really good harbor between 
Grand Bank and Bay L'Arge11t. The 
cost of dredging the harbor of Gar
nish Would not be very much, owing 
to the character of the deposits and 
con.ditions prevailing there, and if it 
was done it would be of infinite ben
efit. Now that we have the assur
ance of the Premier that a modern 
dredge is to be secured, I hope Gar
nish will be one of the first places 
to receive consideration. 

It was ordered that the petition 
be received and referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. Colonial 
Secretary if the Government had en
tered into any contract or contracts 
for the hire of the Ss Stella Maris 
for the carrying of the mails, since 
the first day of March to date; and, 
if so, to lay a copy of the same on 
the table of the House 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY laid 
on the table of the House particulars 
of a contract for two trips, which 
had been made since March, and 
which included the option of a third. 

MR. MOULTON asked the Hon. 
Colonial Secretary to lay on the table 
of the House a detailed statement, 
showing the amount expended on the 
so-called smallpox epidemic in the 

District of Burgeo and LaPoile la 
winter. 

HON. COLONIP.L SECRETARY r 
plied that the statement asl{ed 
was being prepared and would 
f11rnished to-morrow. 

MR. SQUIRES asked the Minist 
of Public Works to lay on the tab 
of the Reuse a detailed statement 
the cost cf the new lVIuseum to date· 
aJso, detailed estimate of the cost 0 
con1pleting the building and furnis 
ing the same. · 

THE l\1:INISTER OF 
WORKS replied that the 
was in course of prenaration and 
hoped to be able to table it to-morro 

COllIMITTEE OF WHOLE ON LO 
RESOLUTIONS. 

. Pursuant to notice, and on mo · 
of the HON MINISTER OF FINA 
AND CUSTOMS, the House resolv 
itself into Committee of the Whole 
consider certain Resolutions on 
subject of raising a loan upon 
credit of the Colony. 

THE SPEAKER left the Chair. 

MR. PARSONS took the Chair 
Committee. 

HON. MINISTER OF FIN.L\NC 
The reason why it was necessary 
ask the House for the endorsatio 
the raising of this loan will be fo 
in t11e Resolutions,itemized as folio 

$155,000 to repay Ba:ik of M 
real for sundry advances made 
on Exchequer Account. Nearly 
the departme11ts were overdr 
and this amount would be req 
to straighten them up, so as to 
gin the new year with a cl 
sheet; 

$88,000 for the new 
wing. This amount was als 
charge on Current Account, 
had been obtained on loan 
the Bank of Montreal; 
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$60,000 to complete the construc
tion of the new Museum. This was 
also a charge on Current Account 
,vhich it 'vas necessary to cover; 

$15,000 to cover ad"VTances from 
the Bank of Montreal for rail\vay 
:arbitrations. This sun1 extended 
over the years 1905 up to 1909; 

$15,000 for the Grand Bank pier. 
This 1noney was lent "in globo" 
to the Co11nty Council of that 
place, having been obtained from 
the Bank of Montreal. Up to the 
present no returns have been re
ceived relating to its expenditure; 

$5,000 for Fortune Harbor im
pro'"vements. This was lent simi
larly to tl1e ·previous an1ount. No 
returns have been received from 
tl1is place either .. 

With regard to the loan of 
$100,000 to the St. John's Municipal 
Council, the Government intended 
to advance that sum to the Coun
cil at 4 per cent. interest, to pay 
off a loan obtained from one of 
the Banks, on which the Council 
is paying 6 per cent. The Council, 
of course, would pay the interest 
on this loan. 

lVIR. CLIFT-In connection with the 
deficit of $155,000, I would like to 
ask the Hon. Minister of Finance 
how the amount was arrived at. I 
could not make the figures quoted in 
the Speech from the Throne agree 
with the figures submitted by the 
Minister, and so I would like to get 
the details. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE-The amount is the difference 
or expenditure over revenue. It will 
be difficult to suppiy the figures ac
curately until the accounts are clos
ed. 

11R. CLIFT-The answer of the 
~finister is an indefinite one, and not 
satisfactory. 

THE HON. THE PREMIER-The . 
Auditor General's statement shows 
that vve are this much short to-day, 
and we are assuming that we shall be 
able to carry on the business of the 
cou11try from now till the end of the 
flssal year without any additional 
shortage .. 

1\'11l. CLIFT-It is a;pparent that 
ti1lz a1nount is only an estimated one. 
lf i.J1e revenue comes llP to the amount 
estimated by tl1e late Minister it will 
not be i1eeded; if the revenue fails 
then it will be needed. I would 
still, however, like to have the de
tails sl1ovring how the amount was 
n1ade up. I don't say that the Min
ister should gi11e the actual figures, 
but he ought to be able to state the 
various expenditures which go to 
malre up the estimate, and I would 
then be able to know exactly how 
the anticipated shortage !s arrived 
at. I have been trying to make up 
the figures from the Soeech from 
the Throne, but I cannot make them 
agree with the figures of the Hon. 
Minister. The Speech from the 
Tl1rone said that the estimated rev
enue would be $2,732,000 and the 
estimated expenditure $2,955,000. 
That would leave a deficit of $223,000 
From this I cannot see how the 
amount $155,000 was reached. The 
estimate of expenditure made by the 
present Ministers of the Crown was 
$2,955,000, while the estimated ex
penditure of the late Ministers was 
$2, 783,000, showing a difference of 
$172,000. If we add to this the $51,-
000 which it is estimated that we 
shall be short, it gives a deficit of 
$223,000. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOl\tIS-The Estimates which I 

am presenting are those of Mr. 

Jackman, the late Minister of Fin

ance and Customs, and which were 

• 
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supposed to · cover the expenses. 
When the new Government came in
to office it found that many of the 
departments were overdrawn and 
there was a deficit of $155,000, and 
no other course was open to us but to 
aslr for a loan. The Government was 
not going to use the money for a 
current account. All the overdrafts 
were made by the late Governn1ent 
for political purposes, to help to elect 
Mr. Clift and his colleagues, and 3ret 
he came into the House with a inod
est face and tried to pretend he was 
innocent. If Mr. Clift would go to 
the Post Office Department he would 
find the account overdrawn. In the 
Public Works Department it V\1as tb.e 
same; it was also the same in the 
Marine and Fisheries Department 
and in the Customs Department. 
These accounts were all overdrawn 
by the late Government, of which Iv.'.Ir 
Clift was an Executive member. Let 
him look over the supply list and he 
would find the answer he needed. 

MR. CLIFT-The answer made by 
the hon. gentleman is no answer to 
the questions I have put. I am pre
pared to take my share of responsi
bility for everything that has been 
done by the late Government, but I 
could not be expected, any more than 
any other member of that Govern
ment, to keep in my head the details 
of exnenditure of the various depart--
ments, and it was unreasonable to 
expect that I would do so. On re
ference to the Speech from the 
Throne I find that the deficit on the 
30th of June, 1909, would be $157,000. 
This amount added to $175,000 
temporary loans, makes a total of 
$332,000, and the Minister comes down 
here and asks for a vote of $330,00Q. 
How a vote of $330,000 can cover a 
debt of $332,000 is more than I can 
• • imagine. 

MR KENT-I would like to ask the 

hon. gentle1nan if when this Bill 
before the House again he will gt 
the details of this $155,000. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF F 
ANCE & CUST01\1S-Certainly. 

1V1R. SPE.l1-KER resumed the Cha 

The Chairma!1 from tl1e Co1I1mit 
reported that tl1ey had consider. 
the matter to them referred, and p 
sed the Resolution -vvithout amen 
n1ent, and recom111ended the int 
duction of a Bill to give effect the 
to. 

Ordered, tl1at this report be 
ceived, whereupon tl1e Bill 
''An Act to provide for tl1e rai~ing 
a sum of money by loan on 
Public Service of the Colony" 
read a first time and it v;as order 
that it be read a second time on 
morrow. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 
Second reading of the Board 

.'rrade Bill. 
THE HON. THE PREMIER-I 

leave to n1ove the second reading 
this Bill. I would crave the ind 
ence of the House to have it rea 
second time without the names of 
parties which are to be incorpora 
in the Bill, as there are some ad 
tional names yet to be recorded. 
Bill is the result of a movement 
side the House to establish in 
n1idst a Board of Trade for 
whole Island, upon which every 
dustry of the Island would be re 
sen ted-fisl1ing, ind us trial, mech 
cal and agricultural. I desire to 
press upon the House that 
movement is not a political 
there is no politics behind it. 
ple of all shades of political tho 
that we had, were connected wit 
and united for the purpose of m 
it as effective and useful as poss 
A public meeting was held in 
city some time ago, and at tl1at m 
ing a committee was appointed 
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draft tl1e measure Vlhich I am pre
senting to the I-louse. I had some 
little to do "\\rith that meeting my-

lf and there made it clear that it sei , 
v·ao absolutely non-political. All 
·ho v1ere at the meeting went away \\ . 

fully u11dersta11ding this, and I "rant 
it !>lai11ly understood 11ere and now 
t11at I am not introducing a party 
measure. 

one very great advantage from 
such an institution as a Board of 
Trade was that this House would 
be able to obtain information from 
a source wl1ich should be able to 
spealr v.-~ith authority in relation to 
all fisl1i11g, industrial and commerc
ial matters that must come up for 
le~islation from time to time. First 
and foremost of our industries were, 
of course, the fisheries. For many 
years to co1ne these n1ust be the 
great source of re,ren ue for our own 
people. \Ve may have the pulp, we 
may have the mines, we may have 
the agriculture, and \Ve may have 
the tourist traffic and many other 
so11rces of revenue and work for our 
people, but these must be all subsi
diary, r.nere tributaries to the great 
streain of colonial v1ealth,~ na.mely, 
the fisheries. Fully developed, our 
fisheries are richer than the gold 
and silver mines of Peru. To-day 
if v1e '\Vant to bring in any legisla
tion in relation to the cull of fish, in 
relation to the cure of fish, in rela
tion to the marketing of fish, or our 
trade in the foreign nlarkets; if we 
want to know something about the 
mesh of a trau, the size of a lobster 
to be canned, we have no official 
body in Newfoundland to whom we 
can go for information. We have 
nowhere to go for information, and 
these imnortant matters are lricked ... 
around as a sort of political foot
ball, session after session. 

As things are here now, anyone 
Who vvishes to have the fishery la~ws 

or regulations amended may do so 
by going· around and getting up a 
petition. They may keep the steam
ers from going to the ice or they 
may let them go. They can alter 
the mesh of a tran or the size of -
lobsters to be canned. We have no 
Board of Trade, no commercial 
body, no sta.tistics, no information, no 
researches or any official data on 
these important matters. And ''Nero 
fiddles -v1hile Rome burns." Whilst 
all this is going on the country is 
suffering. Last year we lost $3,000,-
000 in foreign markets in exporting 
c11r fish, and none can tell us why 
or ''rherefore. We are told that our 
fish vv~:ts slaughtered in the foreign 
marlrets. Some claimed there was 
fraud committed, some attributed it 
to tl1e cull, others the way the fish 
was cured-a thousand reasons were 
stated; but of definite information 
there was none. 

Whatever the precise reason 
may have been, the fact re-
mains that the man who catches the 
fish and overhauls his bultows and 
11is tran does not get paid for his 
fish as he should get paid. In a few 
d.ays 20,000 fishermen will be leav
ing their homes for the Labrador, 
"'~ill be there four or five months, 
laboring to catch their fish, and will 
not have the slightest idea as to the 
price they will receive for their 
fish when they bring it to market. 
Last year fish was a drug on the 
n1arket, and the price dropped as low 
as $2.00 a quintal, and we could not 
tell what caused it. I heard a gen
tleman say the other day at a meet
ing that if the fish leaving this 
counry was standardized, or if ev
ery barrel had a brand on it-Mer
chantable, Madeira and West India
just as fl.our is standardized; in 
other words, if those who are buy
ing fish knew what they were buy
ing, and did not find ten different 
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kinds in one cask it "rould mean , 
$1,000,000 right off for our fisher1nen 
in increased prices. 

I do not know, myself, how 
true this statement is, but if 
we had a Board of Trade that could 
speak with authority it would tell 
us whether tl1is vras an important 
matter or not. Here was one of the 
advantages that might come from 
the Board of Trade. Then the Board 
of Trade could advise us about the 
cull of fish. Some tell us that buy
ing fish talqual destroys all incent
ive for the proper curing of fish. 
What advantage was there in prop
erly curing fish if the man v1ith bad, 
slimy fish could realize as much as 
the man with good, hard, well-cured 
fish? We need advice on this point. 
We want to know whether fish 
should be culled, and then paid for, 
according to cull. Again, shoulcl 
fish be sent a vray as bought; that is, 
fish bought as Merchantable, should 
it be exported as Merchantable, and 
fish bought as Madeira should it be 
sent as Madeira, West India as West 
India, etc., and not be sent to a 
higher grade, to the detriment of the 
article in the foreign market? There 
are some articles which would come 
under the regulation and supervis
ion of the Board of Trade, which 
could advise this House from time 
to time as to laws and regulations 
ito be made in t11e interests of the 
various manufactures of the country. 

This Governn1ent has a policy which 
is defined in that much abused pro
duction of mine, the Manifesto which 
I addressed to the country, a policy 
endorsed by tbe people of the coun
try, and which we are anxious to 
carry out; but in doing so we must 
work in harmony with the people of 
the country and the trade of the 
country. We want to look before 
we leap. We want to 1ind out and 
develop new markets. We want to 

kno\v 'vhat markets hav ... e been 
and in what laces we have 
selling successfully. We 
kno\v everything about every 
n1ethod for putting up and c 
fisl1,. for \Ve are still follovving I 
old rut of fifty )rears ago. We 
a "~ay nothing but salt cod, wb 
Gloucester and Lunenburg shi 
sold codfish in fifty different 
put up in the most attactive an 
atable form to suit the taste 
everyone. We must get advice 
in t1st try and get information 
the best v1ay to n1ove in these 
tors. 

It is hoped to accomnlish 
policy without any additional 
pense to the Colony, to carry 
e\rery pledge in the l\'Ianifesto 
out increasing the taxation one 
Every n1e1r ... ber of the Gover 
party on this side of the Hou 
lie-;res that for a long time to 

. vre will need no more taxation 
meet the needs of current re 
Tl1e re"\ren ue of the Colony is 
nearly $3,000,000. This year 
000 would likely be collecte~ 

next year over $3,000,000. Ten 
ago it was half that amount. 
same people to-day pay three 
lion dollars that ten years ago 
one and one-half million dollar 
hope they are getting good re 
for this double taxation. The 
ernment has resolved that ther 
to be no fresh burdens placed 
the backs of the people, but 
the increase of revenue likel 
follow natural development it i 
ed to be able to accomplish al 
has been outlined in the Mani 

It is a serious n1atter as to w 
all is being done that cou1 
done for the man who took t 
out of the water, who work 
the fish and line, but had no 
the making of the price. He 
sell whether the nrice w 
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dcllar er ten dollars a quintal. The 
responsibility for the price rested 
"·itli tho ex11orter, and vre must do 
11 vYe can to aid tl1at man, because a .. 

if tlie eX!}Orter was facilitated and 
given ne\V markets, new methods for 

C
"-1·n?· and better facilities for sl1ip-
u.1 .=> 

ping, etc., the returns would be 
larger, and the rr1an v1ho caught 
the fish and all branches of our 
trade vrould be benefitted. In intro
ducing this Board of Trade Bill we 
shall make 11aste slowly a11d only as 
tl1e body develops sl1ould we invest 
it with higher povvers and greater 
duties. .AJl important fishery ques
tions, such as the cull, the malring 
of standards and other matters 
should still rem_ain v1ith the Legis-
1att1re. No authority affecting the 
rights of the fishermen should be 
given aV\ray except V\rith their sanc
tion and approval, expressed through 
their representatives in this House. 

Some people told us it v1as impos
sible to have a cull on Labrador. 
I cot1ld not speak with authority, 
but there may be men in the House 
who rnay be able to throw light up
on the subject. My own view is that 
we should take the nlanters and fisl1-
ern1en into our confidence, and have 
conferences of :fishermen and plant
ers from all over the Island. The 
results of such conferences must be 
to lead to permanent good in relation 
to this industry. I hope the House 
will receive this Bill in the spirit 
in which it is intended. An honest, 
bona fide attemnt should be made to -
systematize that which at present 
has no system or method. The q ues
tion of cull became acute last aut
umn. Feeling was very bitter and 
strong all over Newfoundland. I 
came in contact with fishermen here 
and in the outports, and the feel
ing was widespread. I did not know 
Who was right or who was wrong, 
but the fact remains that the man 

wl10 tl1e year before got $5, $6 or $7 
for his fish only got half that amount 
last )"ear. Why should this be? No 
n1an got his flour or butter or meat 
_or an)rthing else for half price. 
These commodities did not reduce to 
half tl1eir value. ·"rhy was it, then, 
that the poor man's fish should drop 
to half what it was worth and that 
the foreign consumer should get his 
fish for half price? 

It was now fully time that the 
handling of our fish was systematiz
ed, and I believe this could be done 
by the Board of Trade. That the 
Board v1ould be ~ success I have 
no doubt. The whole trade is united 
and to-m·orrow night a public meet
ing will be held, at V{hich the repre
se11tatives of trade and all branches 
of commercial, industrial and mechan
ical pursuits will be present. I am 
quite satisfied myself of the outcome 
cf our Board of Trade and feel sure· 
it will have a beneficial effect upon"' 
our exports, not alone in the send
ing a way from this country of fish 
properly branded, but in encouraging 
our people here to put up every 
fish taken from the sea, as if it were 
the only fish caught for the season. 
If greater attention was paid to the 
cure of fish, proper instructions giv
en the fishermen, rules and regula
tions laid down and carried out to 
the smallest detail, and the same at
tention paid to the cure of fish as 
to the cure of everything else, those 
engaged in the pursuit would be re
vrarded in getting a good price for a 
good article. The fish should be 
properly standardized, _and no quin
tal of fish should be allowed to leave 
Newfoundland without a Govern
ment stamp or Board of Trade 
brand on it. Then the dealers on 
the other side would not be able to 
tl1row cargo after cargo of fish on 
the hands of the shippers, giving as 
an excuse that it was not up to the 
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standard and not '"'hat it was repre
sented to be. 

Sun11narized, the actual position 
is this : Have vre in the past 
been just to tl1e man vrho takes the 
fish out of the water, the man who 
labors in the "sta11ding room?" He 
cannot help himself. He has to sell 
his catch to the trader, or mercl1ant, 
or supplier for whatever he is giv
en. The man who catches the fish 
does not ship it. He is at the mercy 
of the shipper. \Ve can best help 
the fisherman by helping the ship
per. T11e great thing that all rr1t1st 
realize is that codfish is an article 
of food, and that the world to-day is 
cryi11g out for care and cleanliness 
and the strictest regulations in re
lation to the manner in which it is 
cured and p11t up. Inattention to 
this for a time promised to wreck 
the great canning industry of the 
Western States. Our fishermen are 
the most willing in the world to do 
what is right. The fullest instruc
tions should be given them to guide 
and helv them in the cure of fish 
and they should be encouraged to 
turn out every fish a picture. If fish 
is purchased talqual and the indif
ferent man is paid the same price 
for slimy and West India and dun 
fish as the man whose whole catch 
is l\'.Ierchantable and Madeira, then 
there is no incentive to our people 
to have a good cure. Then you want 
to standardize every fish that leaves 
the shipper's store. As I have said, 
all these things must come slowly 
and gradually and the legislation that 
creates them r.aust be the outcome of 
the joint representation of the man 
who catches the fish and the man 
who ships it. I beg to move the sec
ond reading of this Bill. 

MR. KENT-I have much pleasure 
in supporting the second reading of 
this Bill. I think that the principle 
at the bottom of it is one which 

should receive tl1e endorsation 
every person in the country. · I 
not fa111iliar witl1 the details of 
Bill, but will ha,re a better op 
tu11ity of discrissing it when it 
into Co1n1n_ittee. The principle 
co-01}eration a111ongst those en 
in the trade for tl1e expansion 
betterme11t of trade conditions 
erally is a inost useful and uniVi 
ally accepted one. We are 
a"\\7"ay from former times in 
n1etl1od of handling tl1e trade 
cc1n1111e:1ce of the country, w 
formerly was more or less a natl 
affair confined within narrow 
its. 

With the econor11ic develop 
resulting from rapid transit an 
ter-communicaton of nations, 
trade of all cou_ntries is being r 
ed to a t111i t and each countr1,i 
looliing fc,r the n1arket most su 
to sell its produce and nurcha -
.requirements. This is one of 
results of development of the 
and 20th centuries. This can 
be done vrith the knowledge 
it vrill be the business of the 
of Trade to seek, and we have 
had the proper means of info 
ourselves as to the nroper ma 
and tl1eir conditions and the 
of getting and keening in touch 
the ¥.rl1ole trade of the world, 
what v1as going on in conn 
v1ith the business. We in this 
try are most concerned with the 
mar l-\:ets and the means of o 
them up. I hope the Board of 
"\l.rill have the effect of bringin 
trade in touch with all imp 
methods and that with more m 
knowledge of trade e.,nd its 
tions greater good will result 
our people from the operatio 
this body. Besides the external 
of this Colony, great benefit 
accru.e from the internal 

With regard to the fishery, w 
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ow that last year the cull was 
st unfair, due to the condition of 

e fish market and the want of 
me proper standard by which cull 
uld be carried on. There is a la \V 

present dealing with this sub
t, but it is entirely inadequate. If 

ere was a sta11dard cull the fisher
n vrould knoV\' the price of every 
h and vlould be able to estimate 
' uE~t tlJ.e voyage would realize. No 

rso11 could estin1ate or approximate 
e price he would realize for his 
h until he had it uassed through 
e hands of the culler. This ought 
t to be. If tl1ere was a standard 
11 each fish would be rated and 
e price rated accordingly. The 
arl{et price wot1ld, of course, de
nd upon the state at the time of 
pply and demand. 

'fhe u11disputable benefits of 
properly formed Board of Trade 

.plied equally to our other re
urces, the pulp, lumbering and min
g industries. We vrant to lrnow 
hat are our resourc€l's. We 11ave 
o proper statements of the nature 
nd extent of the natural resources 
f tl1e cot1ntry, and there are no 
eans of obtaining such knowledge 

s exists. The Board of Trade vvould 
ake an interest in this matter and 

11cpe publish information which 
culd be of value and interest to 

he people. .Another matter which I 
ope they will consider is that of 
educing to uniformity the laws of 
he Colony relating to trade and com-
.erce and keeping those responsib_le 
or inaking laws informed of i1n
provements in matters relating to 
insurance companies and other simi
lar matters of legislation. I hope 
the Board of Trade will attain the 
results in this country which it has 
in other countries. The great ob-
• 
Ject and the great advantage of a 
Board of Trade is that it gives a 
focus to our business people and 

concentrates their energies towards 
a general development of the trade 
of the Colony. It enables them to 
worlr as a unit. The various branch
es of trade and, more esDecially, the 
fisheries, will be able to get exact 
and reliable information as to the 
value of their work. I hone that 
\-Vhen this Board of Trade is an ac
con1plished fact it will give to our 
trade an impetus which would show 
a great increase in our revenue and 
that such information as was col
lected regardi11g matters within its 
powers would be made easily acces
sible to the public. There is one 
matter to which the Hon. the Prime 
Minister referred, to which I would 
like to reply before taking my seat. 
Sir Edward Morris said that during 
recent years taxation had increased 
almost 100 per cent. 

• 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER-I did not say that. ,What I 
said was that the revenue had in
creased twofold. 

MR. KENT-I am glad that the 
Hon. Prime Minister has made the 
distinction; he certainly used the 
\vord taxation. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER-Articles which were taxed at 
the Custom House ad valorem had 
increased in price abroad, almost 
doubled in value. Especially was 
this so of textile articles, so that a 
person who paid 40 per cent. on the 
price of an article ten years ago 
practically had to pay 80 ner cent. 
now. Taxation had not increased, but 
the great increase in prices abroad 
doubled the burden of our people. 

MR. KENT-I thought the Hon. 
Prime Minister referred to necessities 
of life, upon which now absolutely 
no duties are paid. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER-I could not be making any 
such reference, considering that I 
was instrumental in having these 

• 
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placed on the free list.. I was the 
first who brought the matter up in 
the Bond Executive Council. 

MR. KENT-I can say nothing 
regiarding this. I was not in 
the Executive Council at the time. 
The fact remains that the nece1s-
saries of life are free from duty. 
Taxation h·as not increased, but ex-
1ports and i:mpqrts ;ha.ve in·cre\t'Sed 
and this .has increase·d the revenue. I 
understood the Prime ·Minister to 
say increased taxation, and not 
to d'istin.guish between revenue and 
t·axation. I hope that the present 
Government :will pla1ce more arti
cles on 1the free list, that the coun
try would benefit by increased trade·, 
and that the Bill which is before the 
House will prove a material factor 
in the in·crease of trade and co·m
mer·ce. If the prin·ciple underlying 

• 

ihiis Bill be !Properly ap·plied and 
properly worked o·ut, there is no rea
son why the result looked .for should 
not come :about. A Board of Trade 
meant knowledge•, an·d knowledge 
mean·s better machinery for the car
rying on of trade. I therefore :have 
the greatest pleasure: in supporting 
th·e Bill for the establishing of a 

. 
Board of Trade. 

MR. MOULTON I am particular
ly glad to see this Bill being intro-
duced. We have wanted a 
of T·rade for a long time. 

Board 
Some 

years ago there w·as what was known 
as the ''Commercial Chambe'r, ~, 
w.htch was a kind of Boar·d of 
Trad·e. Bu1t for so·me reason or 

other it did not seem to work well. 
E ·v·ery other country in the world 
had a Board of Trade. In the Unit
ed States ·and Canada there were 
Boards of Tra·de in every ·city and 
1n towns tnuch smaller than St. 
John's. These Boards had commit-
tees for each and every branch of 

trade in ·Which the country or to 
was in tereste·d, and .from these 
formation on ·any ·matte·r ·could 
o.btained. In this ·country we 
a.bsolutely without any ·centre fr 
which infor1nation of any Val 
could be secured. 

If the nroposed Board 
Trade were properly establish 
here I belie·ve it would be a g t 
boon, es.pecially }to those with Iar. 
ousi11ess interests in this co·untry. 
those handling fish :it would 
particularly so. In tl1e export 
fish local shippers often fou 
the·mselves at great disa·dvanta 
espe·cially when exporting to Eu 
pean ·countries. It was very ditlle 
to deal satisfactorily there 

1 

there seer.aed to be no pe·rson bef 
w.hom grievances could be st 
and redress obtained. In Italy 
Spa.in I .have knovrn cases wher$ 
cal merchants have been usually 
bed, 'Cases which had occurred in 
cent years. Fish would be· shi 
on a minimum guarantee, but 
reaching the market it would be 
fused by the purchaser or conde 
·ed as not up to 1the standard, 
there was not one to apply to sO 
to obtain re·dre·ss. The fish 
been unloa·ded fro.m the ship in 
parent good icondition, b·ut it 
then .put in storehouses which 
damp and le·aky and unfit .for 
stora.ge of such a perishable 
cle·. After remaining there fo 
short ti'me it, of course, b 
bad, and then the value· was q 
tion·ed and an ·arbitration folio 
The shipper ·Was wired an offe 
five or ten shillings a quintal, 
o.f ·course, .he generally had to 
cept. 

What was very badly n 
was agents rut the principal 
pean ports who would act in 
junction with the Consul and """ 

, 
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nrotect the in1terests of the ship-
·~_; 

rs on this side. That this was 
eded was proved by the fact that 
cit year one shi1Jper had received 
e m 1Inificen t price of 3 2 cts. per 

1. The· fish ship.ped was ·of .a very 

0 j quality, and sold later for the 
anY times the price paid for .it. 
e correctness· of ithis statement 

as pro'\'·ed in a court of law, but 
neraliy the legal process waa 
rv slovv and very difficult to worlt. ., 

e case with which I was familiar 
d taken two years to settle, .but it 
bseqt1ently resulted in favor of the 

ipper. 

Yet an0tJ1er v1ay in which the 
oard of Trade wo11ld be useful was 

fin·ding new markets. There is, I 
lieve, a Iarg·e ·market in Sou ther11 

razil, Years ago, we had practlcal
a n1onopoly o.f the trade· there,_ but 
roug·h some reason we lost it, and 
is now entirely ·controlled by the 

alifax mer·chants. I think the rea
on w·as we did not dry our fish 
fficiently to stand the extre·me 

eat of the Southern climate; but I 
till believe that these markets ·coul;j 
e won back again. Other markets 
ould be loolred u.p by the Board of 
rade which would have 1proper 
gents for this work. With regard 
o standar·dizing and culling fish, I 
hink this would not ·be a difflcul1t 
atter. 

o cull 
It ·may be somew·hat .hard 
the fish into different 

rades, bu1t any ·man acquainted with 
he business could tell good fish 

from bad. Fish well washed and 
ried and salted ·could ·always be 

distinguished from the badly cured 
fish. 

I strongly believe a good mar
ket could be se·cure·d in Sou th A·m-

• er1ca, 
Where 
Where 

also .in Western Canada, 
our ,fish was wanted, and 
last winter they were p·aying 

$ '7 !)er quintal for it. Again our 
fish ·could be exporte·d in a fresh 
condition to Canada and the United 
·states. Especially could this be done 
in the winter with little or no ex
pense, an·d it 'vould :perhaps, to 
some extent, relieve the pressure on 
the s.alt fish market. I have much 
pleasure in s·upporting the 1Bill for 
the promotion of the Board of 
Trade, as if properly worked it 
"\\~ou.ld be o.f great benefit to the 
country. 

~1R. D;E ... vEREUX I desire1 to 
·co11gratulate the Premier on the in
troduction of this Bill. I am of 
opinion that the country would be 
greatly benefitted if this Bill were 
allowed to ·pass. I think it would 
ren1ove· the ·country from the state 
of poverty, so to speak, 'vhich has 
been witnessed among ·all classes for 
the last year or so. My impressions 
come from years of experience 
amongst those who are making fish; 
and a great measure of blame 1s 
·due to ourselves for the way in 
which we .handle· it. We ·have for
gotten in the last twenty-five years, 
at least, that our fish is used as an 
article of food, used by the most 
highly civilized people ·of the world. 

That was one of the first reasons 
why many ·cargoes of fish are .re-
fusetl .be·cause they are unfit for 
food. It is not the fault of the buy
ers or of the stores. The stores are 
per.fectly fit to c·ontain ·fish and are 
built purely on scientific 1prin·ciples. 
In 1Genoa the ·Municipality itself 
owns the fish stor·es, so that fish 
that has to remain there for two or 
three months may not .be 'Committed 
to refuse. The same is the case1 in 
certain citi.es of Sp,ain, so that al· 
though there may be dishonest mer .. 
chants, it is hardly fair to condemn 
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t1he whole country on that account, 
especially when the greater part of 
the blame lies with ourselves. Take 
the L·a brador fish. There is no c·ull .. 
Everything is loaded up talqual. 

A ste·amer is chartered and an agent 
sent down with it. The message t 1hat 
is being se11t across the telegraph 
lines is; ''Hurry up." Every sort of 
fish is loaded without and re.ference 
to the size, or quality. . In 
some cases dem urrage ma~r set in, 
so th.e order is: ''Load u.p quickly.'' 
The agent has no chance to discrim
inate. ·Consequently our trade1 is 
very m uc·h injured. ThiH is the rea
son why out cargoes of fish are 
sometimes con1d·emned on th.e other 
side. This will al ways be the ·case 
while fish is exportea as it is ·at pres
ent. We must send cullers to Lab-
rador and we must 
grades or stan·dards 

hav1e various 
of fish. Our 

trade must be No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 
and so on. Cullers we .must have. 
Cullers or inspectors, ·call them what 
you ·will; and they must be .inde
·penident of th:e .buyer and seller. 

This, I think, is quite possible in 
this ·Country. The existence of a 
standar·d is ab·solutely necessary, a 
standard set up by a num.ber or 
society of cullers or inspe·ctors. If 
.this had been done years ago the 
trade of the Colony would have been 
25 per cent. better. Place your cul-
ler. or ins·pector in ·a pos.ition of in
depe\nd.ence. Makle ;him in1J.ep1end
en t of the shipper an1d the buyer. 
Let 1him know no mast1e1r save the 
Minister of Marine an·d Fisheries, 
and you will see1 your fisheries in a 
condition far su1perior to anything 
you .have seen for twenty years. L·et 
your fish be properly cull·ed and 
labelled No. 1 Labr·ador fish. T1hen, 
when you get it to the other si'de 
you will find it in the conditio·n and 

fetch the price you vvish. At 1pre1e 

the leading is done by night as 
simply be·cause, probably, of 
short charter, demurrage is fea 
and .for the sake of saving £2 or 
you make ·a practical loss of a wh 
cargo. T.he losses on the other 8 
are, ·as Mr. Moulton has said, due 
some· ·cases to dishonesty. But 
most cases this is found out 
punished. T.he ·fis·h must be Pac 
and ·exportej properly. The 
m·ust be sold according to size a 
q·uality, the 10, 16, 18 inch fish 

' the c·ase may .be. If any of the m 
bers had seen as I .h·ave seen, 
goes of fis·h fro·n1 other countr: 
all graded, a11d if 1photograp1hs h 
been take1n of su·ch fish one wo 
be hardly able to find any 1differen 

I have s9oken to Italian and o 
Mediterranean fish. merchants, 
they all told me· t1hat there is no 
equal to the No. 1 Newfound 

·fish. But it was very diffi:cult to 
it graded as No. 1. It was not 
ed pro·perly nor w·as enough at 
tion paid to th·e spreading of it, 
to the making of it, and the co 
q uence w·as that one of the ftn 
articles of food ·consum:ption in 
world 1was condemned because of 
attention, and in many cas·es i~ 

cien·cy; but with the bringing of 
Bill, which would incorporate 
Board of Trade and give it ce 
powers, I believe and trust that 
would h 1ave, in the course of a 
or tv10, rules and regulations 
laws ·come in to ope·ration, and 
effective as to make it an artic 
m·u·ch greater ·value to the 
.n1en themselv·es, to the 
who buys it here, and a ·much 
article of food to the man 
bought it on the othe·r side. 
was done, it must assuredly 
prosperity in a greater m·easure 
ever before, be·cause, as the Pr 
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.1 no r..:iatter wh·at other thing.s 
cal- ' 
~.aY te t1tilized, if tl1·e fis·hery failed~ 

tl ... ,1·no- could be dcne for them as uo .:. 0 

prosperous as a successful fishery. 

Surely it VfaS ti1ne for a strong 
effort to protect that industry, which 
"rould foreshadow and n1ake it pos
sible for this country to hav·e ·a 
poptllation of one an·d a half to two 
millioi1S instead. of a paltry two 
hundred an·d thirty-five thousand as 
it h·as to-day. I hope that within 
the next six .months the Board of 
Trade will be in operation, or at 
least before th·e September ship
ments of fish ·are commenced, and if 
it was they would find that there 
would not be so many ·complaints, 
such as the Member for Burgeo has 
told of. Ther·e would not be, be .. 
cause me11 on the otl1er side would 
not date to do so. If the Governn1ent 
mark-No. 1, 2 or 3, as the ·case 
might be was .placed on the casks 
here, no individual :ri1·erchant on the 
other side would dare to infringe 
upon that, unless the fish were· so 
dan1aged that it was impossible to 
accept the Govern·ment stan.dard. I 

will not detain the House any long
er, but hope to have an opportunity 
later on of discussing t1his m1atter 
further. 

MR. DOWNEY I have very much 
pleasure in supporting this motion. 
There could not be any tw:o 0 1pin
ions as to the desirability of this 
legislation, an·d the advantages that 
might ·an-d must a·ccrue to the 
country from the formation of a 
Board of Trade an1d would, I think, 
be fully apparent. ·I am quite ,convinc
ed that we are· the only Colony, and 
Possibly the only ·country, ·doing the 
volume of .for.eign trad·e which we 
do, .that are without a 1Board of 
Trade at the present time, and I am 
surprise·d that its formation has not 

• 

been ·engineered Jong ago. .A great 
deal might be said of the details o! 
sucl1 an institution and the work it 
might .do, and what it might hope to 
attain for the· Colony, but, ·as brev
ity is the standing order of the ses· 
sion, I will not take up time discus .. 
sing it just now. One or two .fea
tures have cropped up in the dis.cus-
sion, ·how·ever, that I ·will say a word 
on. 

'T.he .member for Burgeo had re-· 
ferred incidentally to the possibility 
of developing a market in Western 
Canada. I might say that while I 
w·as ·experimenting with ·the1 fresh 
fisl1 .business on the West Coast, I 
had foreseen the possibilities there 
might be in that country and made 
some e·xperimental ship·ments there
to an·d was very pleased with tha 
result. With the marked increase 
i11 population in Western Canada I 
h·ave no ·dou.bt a very ·extensive mar• 
ket ,could be f oun·d there for our 
.product in the near .future. There 
seemed to be· a slight difference of 
o·pinion between th.e members for 
Placentia and Burgeo as to the prob
able ·cause of the dete1rioration of 
our fish on the other side of the At
lantic, and a great 1deal pertained to 
the conditions th·at the member for 
Place1n tia said attached to fish 
shipp·ed from1 Labrador. I am ab
solutely certain these 1COn·ditions ·did 
not apply to t·he ·fish s.hipped from 
the West Co·ast, as this fish was to 
my knowledge perfe·ct in ·all fea
tures which ·went to mak·e a good 
article. It was well salted, well 
·washed, well ·dried, and shipped 
under conditions t!hat made it abso
lutely impossible for fish of inferior 
quality to go in to th·e ·car.go; ye1t I 
have known su·ch fish to ·hav·e met 

.'\'~ery uns·atisfactory res·ults on the 

other side . 
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With regard to the possible 
development of new markets in 
Sou th Am·erica, I might say that I 

had been in·cidentally conne·cted 
with trade in South America, merely 
in the capacity o.f an e·miployee. I 
had been ·connected with shipments 
of l u·m ber cargoes to the Argen·tine 
Re.public an.d V·alparajso an1 Buenos 
Ayres, and had often thought it a 
pity that our commercial commun
ity did not take· advantage of ves
sels leaving for those markets to 
make experimental shipments there. 

l\IOTIONS ADor~rED. 

The Bill entitled ''An Act to In
corporate the Ne·wfoundlan·d Board 
of Trade and for other pur.poses,'' 
was then read a second time, and it 
was ordered that it be re.ferred to 
Com·mittee of the "\V·hole House on 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on mo
tion of the Hon. 1\ilinister of Fi
nance and Customs, the Bill ·entit
led, ''An Act respecting certain Re
tiring Allowances,'' w·as read a sec
ond time, and it was ordere.d that it 
be referr·ed to Committee of the 
House to-morrow. 

The Chairn1an from the W.hole on 
Supply, reported certain resolutions 
adopted by that ·Committee yester
day, which v1ere read a first tlme, as 
follows:-

Public Debt (premium and ·man
·agement, and additional interest), 
$27,200.00. 

Postal an·d Telegrap'hs, $460,994.-
00. 

Supple·mentary Supply ( 19 O 7-8), 
$154,137.81. 

The resolutions being read a sec
ond time, it was moved that the 
House agree with the Committee 
therein, and the said resolutions 
were concurr.e·d in. 

The remaining Orders o.f the Da 
were deferred. 

B.E§OLUTIONS O:F CONDOLE ... TCE. 

TliE HON. T.tlE PRilYIE 1V1INI 
TER-Before the House rises 
would like to propose tvvo reso11 
tions in rel a ti on to t\vo men, bo 
of whon1, in their day, 11ad occupt 
seats in this branch of the Legis! 
ture and very prominent places 
the public life of the Colony, 
there, indeed, were well kno'1 
'\\1l1ile one of them at least was al 
very exte11sively known in the 
pire. I refer to the late Sir W 
liam V\Thiteway and the late Cap 
Charles Da\ve. 

It is hardly necessary for me 
d~al at any great length Vlith 
life-work of Sir William Whitew 
for the reasc·n that it has 
been done, beth in the press and 
t11e p11lpit, and in otl1er suheres 
public life vvhere opportt1nity 
afforded those vrho lrnew him, 
pt:tting 11is life-virork before the co 
trJr i11 ccnrre~tio11 \vith his pass 
a"'r.va;r. Bl1t I thinl{ that tl1e 
bers of tl1is House 1vould like 
tl1ey shot1ld also leave behind in t 
ns1nals and in their journ:lls a rec 
of 011e v-1!10, in 11is time, filled a v. 
large nlace in the nolitical life 
the country. Sir \Villian1 White 
con1menced life here l'learly seve 
~rears B .. go, 2.s a young n1an just 
from England. He took a very pr 
inent place in his rrofession, entir 
unaided, relying solely on his o 
v1o:rk and merits. The keynote 
his character v1as industry, whe 
in his professional, soci2 .. l or pu 
work. T11cse closely associated 
him, I feel sure, would agree 
that was his prominent charact 
tic-incl t1stry. Possessing many 
er attractive characteristics, qe 
of a.11 things an i11dustriol1S, ind 
igable man, and it was by his 
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a.cstrY t11at as a young man he won 

n .~ ,:v>:ired nlace i11 his profession, a ,.~ ... -
"r:rl t1::1t up a very lucrative prac-
t..t·--- \,.(. 

t~nD j\.,.• V• 

passing a v1ay from his profes-
,..~,.,na l career, it is his political life 
;:,.r.L-

thi t r:i·vcs him ltis special promin-
ence. Ile 11as left his marl{ upon the 
public life of N ewfot1ndland, and the 
r12ture P edley or Provvse will devote 
a cons1-derable cha .. pter in New
fcund1?-11d h istory to the life a.nd vvork 
of Sir \ \Tilliam Wl1iteway and the 
part he p layed in the politics of 
'{ewfot1ndland. It V\ras hard to say • • 
just no"\v by v1hich special feat11re of 
his pt1blic career h.e ''lOl1ld be best 
knov.'n. I think that it is by the pro
gressive policy that he inaugurated 
and ¥ras lar gely instruJnental in car
rvi11g ot1t. I had t11e advantage of 

" 
• • -4- ...1 • tl h . . th 

b0~nCJ' assoc1a,t..etI w1l, 1 .. 1m in e 
•J1. '- b -

carrying c11t of the policy. In 1885, 
~rhcn I had come into the Hot1se, Sir 
V/illiam was not a member of the 
Legislature, having retired that year, 
but he can1e back in 1889, and ha.v
ing formed a Cabinet, I having be
come a 1nember of t11at Ministry, with 
Sir V/illiam "\Vhiteway and his col
leagues, participated in the building 
of the railway fro1n St. John's to 
Port aux Basques. During those 
ei~ht years I had been very intim
ately associated and connected wiih 
Sir Willian1 Whitevray, and there was 
hardly a weelr during that long ti1ne 
that I vras not with him when he 
was in the Colony. I have had the 
advantage of knowing him well and 
intimately and, I think, understand
ing hin1 thoroughly, and I am glad to 
be ab le to pay a small tribute to his 
sterl!ng worth. He was, of course, 
a man of varied attainments; not 
alone vvas he first in his professional 
and political career, but he was also 
a man vrho was identified more or 
less with a great many of our social 
and philanthropic institutions. He 

had been the head of the Masonic 
body for a great number of years, a 
society . that had done much for char
ity and education; and its successful 
position in the community to-day, 
its splendid building, its flourishing 
worl{, was, to a very large extent, 
due to the status and assistance giv
en to it by Sir William. He was also 
a great church worker, and was 
identified with all the educational 
'vorlr of the Church of wl1ich 
b_e was a men1ber, and '\\ ... hen 
the House was asked to record a 
resolution of sympathy there was no 
doubt that all would join in doi11g 
so. The country had done its duty 
by hjm and, when he passed away, 
tl1e late Governn1ent did the proper
thing in giving him a public ft111-

eral. The country mourned his loss, 
a.nd felt that a man had passed away 
vrho had given his years of his life 
to the development of Newfound
land, and in the i11terests of the peo
ple of the country. 

Passing away from Sir Wm. White
way, I would like to propose a reso· 
lution in relation to the late C~Ilt. 

Charles Dawe. Everyone knew the 
sad circumstances under which Capt. 
Cb~arles Dawe had met his death. 
Inasn.1uch as he had not attained a 

• great age, there was no reason 1n 
the "\Vorld, except for the fell disease 
which attacked him, why he shot1id 
not be with us to-day, taking part 
in the public life of the Colony, wl1ic11 
for t'\venty years he had done so 
much to adorn. But it was not to 
be. Captain Dawe was, as I have 
already said of Sir Wm. Whiteivay, 
a man of varied attainments. In 
some respects he was unique. 

In his own sphere, as a business 
man, he was easily first. He had 
carried on a very extensive supply
ing business at Bay Roberts, and it 
was only through his great tenacity 
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and determination not to be put 
down that years upon years ago he 
did not go out of business. Year 
after year he had faced the hardest 
luck. Bad years on the Labrador, 
one follo-vring the otl1er, came to 
him, but nevertl1eless he never gave 
away, not even t1nder circun1stances 
which would have killed any other 
man. They only seemed to nerve 
him to greater efforts. Last year 
when I was over to Bay Roberts at
tending the funeral obsequies, not 
only myself, but everyone who went 
there, noticed the great respect in 
which he was held, and when they 
listened, in the little church at Bay 
Roberts, to the splendid testimony 
given to his life and work by the 
Rev. C. V. Cogan, there were fev; 
tlry eyes. Everyone felt that a great 
man had passed away from amongst 
them. Rev. l\1r. Cogan, on that oc
casion, told them facts and circum
stances known only to himself in 
his relations with the deceased. They 
were told of his really generous char
acter, how for years he had given 
large sums of money to charity, and 
had done it entirely anonymously. 
He was not alone a successful busi
ness man, but as a sealing master 
he was also at t11e head of his pro
fession. He -vr~as an admiral in the 
business, and for years he was re
garded as one of N evrfoundland's 
great vikings, who had brought in 
many bumper trips of s..eals. 

When I came into the House some 
twe11ty-five years ago, Captain Dawe 
came in also the same session. We 
were not in the sa .. n1e party, but for 
the whole twenty-five years it was 
one of the most oleasing phases of 
n1y public life to have been associ
ated with the late Captain Dawe. 
He was truly a fine specimen of New
foundlander. He was more than 

• an average man 1n many respects, 
and I am sure that the House has 

sustained a real perr.aanent loss 
11is death. If he had been here to
day tl1e:re vvas hardly anyone in 
country \Xrho could give more per 
nent and useful advice on the mat 
tcrs whicl1 we have been discussi 
Captain Da., \\re knevv everything in 
lation to the fisheries of the country 
-the cod, seal and all the other 
fisheries; he had had considerable ac 
quaintance vrith the foreign trade, 
and probably knew more about the 
Labrador fishery than any other 
person in the country. 

If tl1ey went to Bay Roberts and 
sa¥1 tl1e comfortable hon1es, the ft e 
crafts and schooners, and the gener
al prosperity that surrounded t 
settlement, nine out of every t 
would say it wa .. s entirely due to tie 
fine spect1lative ele1ne11t in tl1e cha • 
acter of Ca 11tfti11 Da v1e. If he made 
money he v:iras !Jrepared to risk it 
the fisheries of the country, and In 
aiding other people to obtain a 
ing, and a great many men wor 
to-day out at Grand Falls or on B 
Island v:ould n·ow be getting re 
for the fishery on the Labrador tf 
the late Cantain Davie were al . 
Under these circum.stances, I tJ,.U,;11. 

that we are doing only what is 
to ourselves and just to the memo 
of our late colleague to put on 
cord this resol t1tion, and to expri 
our symnathy to his widow and 
ily in their loss, as well as in 
ov1n. I beg leave to move the 
lowing resolution : 

" RESOLVED-That this House 
sires to nlace itself on record -
give expression to its sense of the 
sustained by Newfoundland in 
death of the Rt. Hon. Sir W 
Whiteway, for many years a me 
of the Legislature and Prime 
ister of Newfoundland. His s·uc 
ft1l career in his adopted prof 
and afterwards in the wider tiel 
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Ne'-vfoundland and Imperial politics, 
wen the admiration and respect of 
all classes. Vv e join in expressing to 
LadY Vvhiteway and her family CiUr 

syrnpatl1y in their great loss, wl1ich 
"·as felt not only in Newfoundland 
but in t11e Empire as well. 

,, RESOLVED-That this House de
sires to place upon record an ex
pressicn of its regret at the deatl1 
cf I-:Ion. Charles Dawe, one of the 
me1nbers of the last House of A.s
seinbly, representing the District of 
port de Grave, by which the Hot1se 
lost a valuable n1e111ber and the C )1-
onY a most estimable and enterpris
ing citizen. This House tenders to 
the widow and relatives of tl1e de
ceased gentleman its sympathy with 
them in their bereavement." 

Ordered, that a copy of these Res
olutions be transmitted to the rela
tives of the deceased gentleman. 

~JR. KENT-I have much l)leas
ure in seconding the motion prc)pns
ed by the Prime Minister, aI1d I 
thoroughly agree that this Hous-3 
should place on record its appreci
ation of the gentlemen to whom tl1e 
Resolutions referred. Both had spent 
many years in the House, doing tlteir 
best to advance the best interests of 
the country. Sir William Whiteway 
was a leader in the political life of 
the country for years, a leader who 
had established for himself a place 
in the hearts of the people, both by 
his gentlemanly and kindly nature, 
as well as by the great and humane 
services he had rendered the coun
try. Men of all shades of political 
opinion would join in expressing re
gret to his demise, and in tendering 
sympathy to the widow and family. 
I had not had the pleasure and 
honour of being a member of the 
House during Sir William's time, 
but I had an opportunity of watch
ing his work from outside, and 

learning from those older than my
self how all through his career Sir 
William had devoted himself to the 
pron1otion of the best interests of 
the country. He was a man with a 
great grasp of public affairs, a man 
vvhose every effort was to further 
tl1e welfare of the country, a man 
v1ith g·reat compassion for the poor 
m_an and who strove as best he 
could to better the poor man's lot. 
His policy all through was one of 
progress, tending to the development 
of the country's industries and of 
all and every department of busi
ness. I think it right and just ·the 
House should nut on record its ap
preciation of the services that Sir 
\\Tilliam \Vhiteway had rendered the 
country. 

It has been my privilege to occupy 
a seat in this House with the late 
Captain Cl1arles Dawe. When they 
saw the late cautain here at work 
they realized the great knowledge 
and insight he had in the affairs of 
the Colony. When the late Captain 
Dawe snoke on matters pertaining 
to the fishery and trade of the Col
ony, he snoke as one familiar with 
every phase of it and as one who 
had spent his life in the development 
of the fisheries, through the instru
mentality of his own la1 ge interests 
in it. It was a m·atter of great re
gret that Capt. Dawe did not live 
to a much older age, for at the time 
of his den1ise he was far from be
ing an old man; and he had been 
taken away from us under circum
stances that drew out for his 
widow and family the sincere sym
pathy of all in the community. Both 
Capt. Dawe and Sir William White
way were men that would take many 
years to replace. I know well that 
the sympathy of all will go out to 
the widows and families of both the 
deceased gentlemen. 
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MR. SEY1\1IOUR-I cannot allow 
this occasion to pass without adding 
a few remarks in supporting the re
solution before the House. It had 
been my privilege to be intimately 
acquainted with tl1e late Sir Wm. 
Whiteway and I had ma11y opport11n
ities of seeing that he was a rna11 in 
every sense of the word. Twenty 
years ago I entered this House as a 
clerk, through the kind effort and 
good will of the late Sir Wm. White
way, and since that time I have oc
cupied other responsible official posi
tfons, for all of which I have to 
thank the late statesman. Words 
could not express the regret I felt 
at the loss of such a true and sin
cere friend, not only of myself, but 
also of the country. Sir William 
had been proud of his adopted coun
try, and its progress in recent years 
was due to him and his political 
followers. The country would never 
forget his work. Nor would the fish
ermen, for he was always a good 
friend, and there were none whom 
he met, however poor or rough
coated, vvhom he would pass without 
at the least a friendly ''Good day.'' 
It would be many a day before this 
country would have an abler or wis
er statesman than the late Sir Wm. 
White way. 

As an intimate, long-time friend 
and as his private secretary, I had 
found him to be kind-hearted and 
sincere in all he undertook and, as 
I stated before, a man in every sense 
of the word. I could not help feel
ing that in his later days the deceas
ed gentleman did not receive from 
those who had formerly \vorked with 
him the treatment which he deserv
ed. Many pf them had turned away 
from their former leader and had 
adopted new policies. However, I 
have great faith in the policy of Sir 
William Whiteway and the principal 

reas·on why I am in politics now 
in the House to-day is that I 
that in the present Premier, Sir 
ward l\1orris, the country had a 
who would tal{e up the mantle o 
Vvilliam vVhitev.ray and who w 
carry out tl1e policy which had 
inaugt1rated by 11in1. 

I lilrevrise lrnevV" intimately 
late Captain Charles Da"l.ve for 
than tl1irty yea rs. E~1idence of 
life-work of the gentlenJ.an and 
gr eat i11tercst he had in t11e Co 
is sl1ow-n by the surroundings 
\Vell-to-do people of Bay Rob 
No inan vvas more in touch with 
fisheries and the trade of the I 
The late captain was a inan ''ot 
people and for the people," an 
am proud of an opportunity to 
n1y quota of praise of one who 
much above the ordinary man. l 
been intimately acquainted with 
late captain and had often seen 

. in the district. The hon membe 
Harbor Grace, Mr. Parsons, who 
been a colleague of both Ca 
Davie and Sir Wm. Whiteway, 
be able to tell the House of the 
good qualities which characte 
both gentlemen. I am sure the 
pathy of the n1embers will 
tended to the widows and faml 
both gentlemen and I give the 
lutions iny sincere support. 

MR. PARSONS-I have no 
tion of takin5 UD the time of 
Hot1se, but woula consider it 
glect of duty if -I allowed the r 

• tion to pass without ex:press1n 
sincere regret at the death cf 
two gentlemen who five years a 
been n1y colleagues. At the 
was a novice in politics, but 
in the late Sir Wm. Whiteway a 
tleman thoroughly acquainted 
everything pertaining to the 
ness of the Colony. I found 
a good friend and a loyal coll 
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,d it \Vas Vlith very i11ucl1 regret 
~lt 
that I heard of his death. As to the 
late Capt. Charles Davv-e, a man had 
oulY to be acquainted with him to 
}:nov: his great ability and worth. 
~,here 'vere few men 'rv-ho 'vere more 
ralua1Jle to their country than was 
the late Captain Charles Dawe. I 
b.eartily endorse the re~olutions. 

The resolutions were then passed 
i;uar1ir.a.ously. 

NOTICES OF QUESTION. 

wIR. CLIFT gave notice that he 
,.10uld on to-P..J.orrow ask the Hon. 
the Coloni.al Secretary to lay on the 
table of the House a statement shovr
ing the total amount expended on ac
count of shipvvrecked crews from 
June 30th, 1908, to Marcl1 1st, 1909; 
also, a detailed statement of the 
expenditure on same account from 
:rvrarch 1st to present date. 

!\.JR. CLIFT gave notice that he 
wot1ld on to-r11orrow ask the Minis
ter of rviari11e and Fisheries to lay 
on the table of the House a detailed 
statement of the amount expended by 
the Department of Marine and Fish
eries for telegraph messages from 
~rarch 1st to May 1st, 1909; also, to 
lay on tl1e table of the House a copy 
of all such messages. 

l\1R. CLIFT gave notice that he 
would on to-n1orrow ask the l\i1in
ister of Public vVorks to lay on the 
table of the House a detailed state
ment of all monies expended on pub
lic works in the District of Hr. Main 
fron1 lVIarch 1st to the present date; 
also, a detailed statement of monies 
expended on the public road at Bay 
Roberts, in the electoral district of 
Harbor Grace, between the said dates 
and the date on which the work, if 
any, was performed. 

lVIR. CLIFT gave notice that he 
"'ould on to-morrow ask the Hon. 
Minister of Agriculture and Mines 

for a detailed statement of all mon
ies paid by him, from the first day 
of March to the present date, out 
of the vote of $20,000 made for the 
Experimental Farm, and what salar
ies are :paid; also, if it is the in ten 
tion of the said Minister to engage 
the services of any persons other 
thftn Mr. Murray, the Superintend
ent, in connection with the work of 
tl1e said farm. 

TuiR. CLIFT gave notice that he 
would on to-n1orro\V ask the Hon. 
lVIinister of Finance and Customs to 
lay on the table of the House a de
tailed statement of the expenses in 
connection with the recent election 
in the electoral district of Twillin
gate. 

MR. CLIFT gave notice that he 
~vould on to-n1orrow ask the Hon. 
l\i1inister of Finance and Customs for 
a detailed statement of the expendi
ture made and charged to General 
Contingencies from the first day of 
March last to the present date. 

On motion, the House then ad
journed till to-morrow, Saturday, 
June 5th, at 3 p.m. 

SATURDAY, June 5, 1909. 

The House met at 3 p.m., pursuant 
to -adjournment. 

PETITIONS PRESENTED. 

MR. CLIFT-I ask leave to present 
a petition from Samuel Keefe and 
others of Trump Island, Friday's Bay, 
in the District of Twillingate, pray
ing for a sum of money to construct 
·a bridge. The sum asked for was 
$300. I have much pleasure in sup
porting the petition. 

Also, from Cornelius Hornett and 
others, of Campbellton, asking for 
the sum of $500 to repair the road 
between that place and Michael's 
Harbor. I might say that during the 
recent election campaign I had oc· 

• 

• 
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casion to go over the· road connect
ing these places and found it to be 
in very bad condition. 

Also, from J ol1n Williams and 
others, of Great and Little Troy
town, asking for the sum of $200 for 
the purpose of making a road in 
that locality. I have much pleasure 
in supporting the previous and this 
petition. 

Also, one from A. J. Harvey and 
others, of Botwoodville, asking for 
the sum of $100 to construct a road 
in that place. This would also re
ceive my hearty support. 

Also, one from Titus Perry and 
others, of Samson's Island, in the 
District of Twillingate, asking for 
the sum of $100 for a public w-harf. 
I would ask that these several peti
tions be referred to the departments 
to which they relate and that the 
Minister in charge give them the 
consideration which their importance 
justify. I might say that these peti
tions were received just after the 
close of the last session of the Leg
islature, consequently they were too 
late for presentation. I take the op
portunity of presenting them to this 
House. 

It was ordered that these petitions 
be received and referred to the de
partments to which they relate. 

MR. DOWNEY-I ask leave to pre
sent several petitions from St. 
George's. Although some of these 
petitions are for meagre amounts, yet 
the subjects of them are of vital 
importance to that agricultural dist
rict. In my opinion, the District of 
St. George's, not alone as regard·s its 
area and extent, but in the fertility 
of its soil, could not be surpassed by 
any other district in the whole Is
land. I have very much pleasure in 
presenting these petitions to the 
House. One is from the inhabitants 
of Stephenville and Seal Cove, for 

$100 for the purpose of building 
road. One is from Robinson's fo 
railway station; one is from r 
dents of Centre Deer Lake, pra 
for a road to connect the main r 
with their farms; one is from the 
habitants of Bay of Islands, on 
subject of a road; one is from 
inl1abitants of Grand River and 
tle River, for a road to the B 
Lands, one of the best agricultu 
lands in the district; also to co 
nect \-r1ith McHune's Road, leading 
great agricultural lands; also, 
from Doyle's, asking for the 
struction of a station and telegr 
office there; one is from Stephen 
and Little River, in regard to a ro 
one is from Port-au-Port, for 
bridge; one is from the inhabi 
of Sandy Point, in regard to the 
struction of a breakv;ater. This 
tition is so imoortant that , I wo 
ask the permission of tl1e House 
read it. (l\t1r. Downey then read 
petition). In my opinion, the p 
ple of St. George's set an exam 
to the v1hole Island, in that, as 
petition sets forth, they are prep 

e 

e 

to help out the grant considera 1 
by giving free labor. I think 
this petition shou.ld receive the 
ious consideration of the House, 
those acquainted with the dist 
know how imnortant it is that -
settlement of Sandy Point should 
preserved. 

It was ordered that these petltl 
be referred to the department 
which it relates. 

THE HON. COLONIAL S 
T .... .\.RY-I ask leave to present a 
tition from Miles Bailey and o 
of Seal Cove, in the District of 
ity, in relation to a local road. 
road runs along the face of a 
and it is very difficult to keep 
repair, the sea continually br 
on it, causing it to fall away. I 

• 
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to refer it to the department to 
,h 1·c11 it reiates, and give the peti-
~ .1..I. • 

ticn n1Y hearty support. 

l\IR. SQUIRES-I have n1uch pleas
ure i11 Sl1pporting the petition pre
sented by the Hon. Colonial Secre
ta:Y· I might say that road-making 
at seal Cove is uarticularly expens
ive. This road, as has been said, 
ran along the face of a cliff, which 
fell a vvay every year, owing to the 
action of the sea. \Vhen the grants 
for the district are voted I and my· 

colleagues vvill see if some small al
location can not be made for this 

road. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the Q.epartment to 
which it relates. 

I\1R. KENT-I ask leave to present 
a petition fro1n the Rev. J. T. Net
ten, Vv'illia1n Bryan and from the 
n1en1bers of the S.U.F., Pouch Cove, 
asking that a bridge be built along 
by the S.U.F. Hall, and that the 
read there be graded and gravelled. 
The hall is in the centre of Pouch 
Cove and wa.s greatly resorted to by 
the inl1abita11ts of that place. If the 
worlr were done it v1ould be of great 
benefit to the neoule. I ask that - -
when the petition is referred to the 
Department of Public Works the 
Minister would give it his consider
ation. I have much pleasure in sup
porting it. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
which it relates. 

MR. SQUIRES I ask leave to pre
sent a petition fr10m Capt. Charles 
Woodman, S. A. an·d others of the 
Salva•tion Army, at Blaketown, on the 

subject of a road to the Salvation Ar
my Barracks and cemetery . There 

was so much enthusiasm that the peo
ple were willing to give free labour, 
for the building of the road. I w·ould 
ask that it be referred to the Depart-

ment of Public W 10.rks and I would 

also give it my support. I also present 
1one fr·om William G. Hod·der and 
others- of Ireland's Eye., Trinity Bay. 
This was not an ordinary petition. 
In facit, it asked more from the Leg
islature than w10uld be asked in an 
ordina.ry petition. It was in relation 
to sheep-raising in that settlement. 
I would refer it t·o the Department of 
Agriculture and Mines for the con
slderation of the head ·of that De
partment. 

It was ordered that these petitions 
be referred to the departments to 
which they relate. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY
! ask leave to presen!t a petition fr·0m 
Charles Kelly, jr. and others at Black 
Duck Cove, Trinity Bay, on the sub
ject of a breakwater which I desire 

to have referred to the Marine and 
Fisheries De·partment, and I hope the 
Minister in charge will give it his at
tention. 

MR . . SQUIRES I have much pleas 
ure in supp·orting the petition. 

It was ordered thn.t this p·etition 
be referred to the department to 
\vhich it relates. 

Mr. CLIFT I ask leave to present 
a petiti10n from M. C. Alcock an·d 
others of Leading Tickle, Twillingate 
district, praying for the sum of $ 4 0 
to ma.ke a. r·oad from the publc wharf 
rt:o the main road, als·o $ 2 5 for a ring 
bolt for hoisting material on the 
wharf. Also $250 to build a bridge 
along the roa.d, leading to the light 
station. I have much ple.asure in 
supp·orting the petition an·d ask that 

it be referred to the Department of 
Public Works. 

It was ord~red that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
which it relates . 

• 
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QUESTIONS 

MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. the 
Colonial Secretar3r to lay on the table 
of the house a statement showing the 
total amount expended on account 
tJf shipwrecked crews from June 30th 
1908 to March 1st, 1909; also a de
tailed statement of !the expenditure 
on same account from 1st March to 
present ·date. 

THE HON. COLONIAL· SECRE.., 
TARY in reply stated that the state 
me~t asked for was in c·ourse of pre
parati·0n. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries to lay on the 
table of 1the I-louse a detailed state
ment of the amount expended by tl1e 
Department ·of Marine and Fisheries 
for Telegraph messages from 1st of 
March to 1st 1of May, 19 O 9; also to 
lay on the table of the House a cop)r 
of all such messages. 

HON. MINISTER OF AGRICUL
TURE AND MINES intimate·d that 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
had asked him to state in reply to 
the H·on. member 1that the state.me·nts 
were being prepared. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. lVIin
ister of Public Works to lay on the 
table !uf the House a detailed state
ment of all the monies expended 011 

public works in the Dis1trict of Har
bor Main from 1st of March to the 
present date; also a ·detailed state
ment of monies expended on the pub
lic roads at Bay Roberts. in the elec 
toral district of Harbor Grace, be
tween the said dates, and the date on 
which the work (if any) was pe.r
formed. 

THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
WORKS re·plie·d tha.t the statement 
w·ould be tabled as soon as prepared. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. the 
Minister of Agriculture and Mines for 

• 

a detailed statement ·Of all mouf 
paid by ltim, from 1st day of Mar:b 
1to the present date, out iuf the vote 
of $20,000 made for the Experiment. 
al Farm, also for tl1e names ·Of th 
officials nov; in the employ of the D ei 

partment i11 c·onnection with the ~e
perimental Farm, and whait salaries 
are paid to each; also if it is the 
intenti10n of the said Minister to en-
O"a~e tl · f · ::::c -:::; ile services o any person 
other ithan Mr. Murray, the Superin-
tendent in conection with the work 
of the said Far1n. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF AGRI
CULTURE AND MINES had much 
plea.sure in tabling information asked 
for. With regard to the laSJt portiun 
of the question he 'vo11Id say that it 
v.ras not the intention to employ the 
ser\rices of any additional person in 
c~onnecti• 1Jn with the work of the Ex
perimental Farm. 

· l\iR. CLIFT asked the Hon. th« 
lVIinister ·of Finance and Customs tct 
lay on t11e table of the House a de
tailed statement of the expenses ~ 
connection with the recent election 
in the Electoral District of Twillln
gate. 

THE I-ION. lVl:INISTER OF FIN
ANCE A~TD CUSTOlVIS replied that 
the subject did not 00me under hil 
deparitment, but under that ·Of the 
Colonial Secretary. 

T1IE. HON. COLONIAL SECR]U.. 
TARY stated that the informatioa. 
'\Vould be tabled on l\1onday. 

MR. CLIFT asKed the Hon. Minister' 
of Fi11ance and Ct1stoms for a d 
tailed statement of the expendituii 
made and ch~ .. rged to General Con
tingencies from the first day of Ma 
last, to the present date. 

TIIE HON. MINISTER OF FI 
ANCE & CUSTOMS tabled the ftli
fo:rmation required. 

• 
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ORDER OF TIIE DAY 

pur.sltan t to orde1.. and on motion 
of the flon. 1;[inister of Finance and 
cnstorns, the Bill entitled "An Act for 
r~.isi11g by loan a sum of money for 
the Pu1Jlic Services of the Colony," 
was read a second time; and it was 
ordered that it be referred to Con1-
Jllittee to the Vvhole House on to-

inorrow. 
p11rsua,nt to order, and on motion 

of tl1e Hon. IVIinister of Finance and 
customs, the I-Iouse resolved itself in
to Committee of the Whole on the 
Bill entitled, ''An Act respecting cer
trJn Retiring Allowances.'' 

l\fR. SPEAKER left tl1e Chair. 

l\fR. PARS 0 NS took the Chair of 
Committee. 

l\fR. SPEAKER res11med the Chair. 

Tl1e Cl1ajrman from the Committee 
reported that tl1ey had considered the 
matter to them referred and passed 
the said Bill without amendment. 
Ordered that this report be received 
and tl1at the Bill be read a third time 
on to-morrow. 

Tl1e rem.aining orders for the day 
were referred. 

NOTICES OF QUESTION 

l\fR. CLIFT gave notice that he 
would on to-morrow ask the Minister 
of Agriculture and Mines if any cat
tle or horses have been imported for 
use at the Experimental Farm, and, 
if so, (1) To lay t1pon the table of 
the House a statement sh.owing the 
cost of each animal; ( 2) The cost CJ..: 
transportation of such animals; (~) 

The na.me or the person or persons 
who selected the anin1als; ( 4) From 
Whom they were purchased; (5) A 
statement of the expenses incurred 
by and remuneration paid to the per
son or persons who purchased said 
animals; and 6) If any monies are 

now due or payable on account of 
said pi1rchases, or in connection there
Vvith. 

lVIR. CLIFT gave notice that he 
v1ould on to-morrow ask Hon. the 
Premier the name of the person who 
now compiles the synopsis of public 
messages whicl1 are sent to the vari-
011s telegraph offices throughout the 
Colony, and what remuneration is 
paid to such person for said services; 
also, if any other person was pre
viously employed in said work, and 

" 

what remuneration, (if any) was 
paid to him. 

1V£R. KENT gave notice that he 
'vo11ld on to-morrow ask the Minis
ter of Justice whether the s11bject of 
tl!e exercise of perogative of mercy 
in the case of A. W. Bishop, of West
ern Bay, recently convicjed of assault 
case upon Sir Robert Bond, was 
co11sidered by his department, wheth
er he obtained a report from the con
victing magistrate, and to lay upon 
the table of the House a copy or all 
papers relating thereto1 including 
petition, report of magistrate, and 
n.otes of evidence taken by the magis
trate, and of the report (if any) of 
his department on same. 

lVIR. KENT gave notice that he 
would, on Monday, ask the Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary whether the sub
ject of the exercise of the prerogative 
of mercy in the case of A. W. Bishop, 
of Western Bay, recently convicted of 
assault upon Sir Robert Bond, was 
considered by the Hon. the Executive 
Council, and, if so, whether the said 
Council reached any decision there-, 

on, and what that decision was, and 
whether any Minute of Council was 
made on the subject, and, if so, to 
table the copy of such minute. 

On motion the House then adjourn
ed until Monday next, June 7th, at 3 
o'clock. 

• 
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MOND~L\. Y, June 7th. 

The I-Iouse met at 3 p.m. pursuant 
to adjournment. 

PETITIONS PRESENTED. 
HON. MR. EMERSON-I ask leav·e 

to present a petition from John R. 
Cluett and others of Belleoram, For
tune Bay, asking for the sum of $400 
to repair the main road at that placer 
Petitioners stated that this work was 
very important and necessary. Four 
of the principal business firms were 
situated along this road, a.nd it was 
almost impossible to go to and from 
the public wharf. I have much 
pleasure in supporting this petition 
and referring it to the Department 
of Public Works. I also beg to pre
sent a petition from Eli Parsons and 
others of Bay L'1\.rgent, Fortune Bay, 
on the s11bject of a road. This road 
connected the South Side with Main's 
Cove, a place near Bay de L' Argent. 
The petitioners stated that it was 
badly in need of repair. I would 
also refer this petition to the De
partment or Public Works. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
which it relates. 

MR . . SQUIRJES I ask leave to pre-
sent a petition from Richard Fow
Iow and others, of Trinity East, for 
an allocation of $ 4 0 for the con
struction of a bridge known as Law
lor's bridge. T:he road in 1this 
vicinity was used by a large number 
of people, and it was important to 
have this 'bridge. Also, a ipetitio11 
fro·m Ri-eihard Re·gular and 0 1thers 
for an allocation of $ 6 0 for the 
building of a roaid. I have a grerut 
deal of pleasure in supporting these 
petitions. 

THE HON. COLONI'.AL ,s ·ECRE
TARY I have great pleasure in 
sup,porting the p.rayer of these .pe
titions. 

It was ordered that these petitio 
be referred to the departments 
,.,.1hich they relate. 

·J\IIR. iKENT--I ask leave to p 
s·e·nt a petition fro.m .Joseph K 
and othe.rs of Bauline, District ot 
John's East, on1 the subject of 
road. This road leading into B 
line, vv-as very rocky ·and narr 
w·hile projecting boul·ders mad 
almos1t inpassable, and the inha 
ants .could hardly bring their 
to town. A small grant of money 
move these .rocks an1d improve 
road, would do ·much good. . 

It \Vas ordered that this peti 
be referred to the department 
V\rl1ich it relates. 

CAPT. WIN·SOR I ask leave 
present a 1petition from· the inha • 
ants of Pool's· Island, in regard 
pu.blic wharf. A petition some 
si.milar 1to this one was p.rese 
last Y·ear f·rom the s·ame place, 
so far as I am a ware, very little 
ten tion had been given to it. In 
nection with thi.s petition I m 
say that there was P~ot any pl 
this lsland w.hich nee·ded a p 

w·harf so ba·dly as di·d Pool's Is 
, 

tn the district of Bonavista Bay. I 
have no doubt bu1t that many of e 
members of this House, as we as 
my colleagues, the Hons. Sy e1 
Blandfo:rid ·and Donald Mo 
we.re a ware of the con·dition o 
fai·rs in this settle·ment. Durin 
last five or six year·s, Pool's I d 
and •the places surroun·din,g it, 
increased g.reatly in ,population, 
yet there is· no public ·w·harf 
The people .have to go down to 
leyville, w.here the· Prosipero 
for •their freight. At times, 
the weather was bad, they we 
able to call 1do·wn and then 
goo·ds were thrown out on the 
wharf and occasionally re 



, 
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here for th1ree or ·four d ·ays. Three 
ors ago 1the people: of Pool's Is-
e~ . 
and applied for a ,grant of $1,500; 

nd r now think it my duty to see 
hat a p·ubl'ic wharf oe placed t·here. 
or lack of it the business people 
f pool 's I 1sland we,re ·considerably 

0 . 
han1pere!d an1d co·uld not compete 
with those at neighboring places. 

heY had to go five o·r six 1miles for 
their freight, leave their own work 
for a day, or pay two or three men 
for the hire of a boa.it 'Wh·en they do 
not own one· themselves. Not only 
is it unfair to those business people, 
but also to any individuals w.ho wish 
to board the m·ail boat. To be 
forced to ro\V out in a small boat 
when the sea is rou.g:h and the 1wind 
blowing is decidedly dangerous. I 
have Irnown women to go two and 
three miles in an open boat during 
rough ·weaither to catch and· board 
the ·m·ail boat, and in such a pros
perous and growin·g place as Pool's 
Island this should not be. I think such 
a request from such a place should 
not have to .b·e ·made twi,ce, an·d I 
believe it is the Gove·rnment's du1tY 
to see that the .wharf is· erected. I 
would refer the p·etition to the 
Fisheries Department, and would 
ask t·h·at it receive im·mediate consid·
eration, 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
which it relates. 

MR. SQUIRE1S I 
present a petition 
Harris and 14 other 

ask leave to 
from. .Samuel 
inhabitants of 

New Melbourne, praying for the al
location of the sum of $ 5 O for re .. 
i>airs ito ·a .bri1dge an1d a ;road. Not 
only were these use·d by the inhabit
ants of New Me~bourne, but also, by 
those of Old Perli,can, Re·d Head 
Cove, Bay de Verd, Islan.d C·ove an·d 
other places. 

It was ordered that the ,pe•tition 
be referred to the De,partment to 
W·hic.h it relateid. 

· HON. MR. EMERSON I ask leave . 
to pres·ent a petition from W. R. 
Parsons~ an·d others of Combs Cove, 
in the distri.ct of Fortune Bay, for 
t11e con·struction of ·a new .road in 
the vicinity of the Harbor abou1t one
third of a ·mile in length. This 
worl{ was very ne·cessary, and later 
on when the monies would be allo~ 

c·ated I will endeavour to ·meet the 
requi·remen1ts of ·petitioners. Also, 
one f.rom P.hilip Elford and others 
of Little Bay West, asking for the 
appointn1ent for a separate .Road 
Boar,d for that ·place. 

It 1was or·dered 1th.at these peti .. 
tions .be referred to the· Depai:tmen t 
of Public Works. 

CAPT. WINSOR I ask le·ave. t\; 

p.res·ent a petition from the residen·ts 
of Cape Cove for a ,grant of $ 5 0 for 
a road. At present there is nothing 
but a foot·pa1th. I feel sure that 
this petition is worthy of attention, 
as I myself .had had an experience of 
this place. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
v1l1ich it relates. 

CAPT. WINSOR-I ask leave to pre
sent a petition from the inhabitants 
of Upper Hammer's Cove, for .an 
allocation of a sum of money to re
pair a road in the western part of 
that cove. This road was built by 
the late Capt. Samuel Blandford 
'vhen he first represented that dist
rict. Since that time practically no 
repairs had been done to that road. 
I am sure that my colleagues, Mr. 
Blandford and Mr. Morison, will 
second my statement in regard to 
this, as they and I h·ad occasion to 
use it during the recent campaign .. 
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I hope the matter will be attended 
to by the department to which it is 
referred. 

I also present a petition from fish
ermen of Bonavista Bay, Notre Dame 
Bay, Trinity Bay and of many other 
parts of the Island of Newfound
land, for a small steamer to be plac
ed on the extreme northern part of 
Labrador coast. I think this petition 
well worthy the consideration of all 
the members of the House. In my 
opinion it ought to have been 1placed 
there five or six years ago. The )rear 
before last I had been asked by hund
reds of :fishermen to use my influence 
with the Government to have this 
steamer placed there. I received a 
petition before leaving my home, 
signed by 4,000 persons, but I am 
sorry to say that in the hurry and 
bustle of getting a way l forgot it 
and have been forced to get a new 
petition up and have it signed by 
many fishermen who are now in St. 
John's who, though not so numerous 
as those who had petitioned before, 
were still a reDresentative body of 
all the districts in the Island. 

From the middle of July to the 
end of September there are nearly 
10,000 fishermen on that part of the 
coast. There is absolutely no com
munication of any sort with New
foundland. "rhey have practically no 
mail and no medical help, or help 
of any kind. The loss of a schooner 
means the loss of everY. cent of the 

' summer s wages. The men and the 
skipper, if they are lucky enough to 
be saved from death, are stranded 
on the coast for the rest of the 
season, until their brother fishermen 
are returning from the fishery, and 
by whose kindness they get a pas
sage home. Hon. members of the 
House have no conception whatever 
of the conditions under which these 
10,000 fishermen labor during the 

• 

summer. In St. John ~s 11ere 
are all the comforts necessary 
unnecessary. On the Northern 
rador there are absolutely no 
forts of any kind. 

The expense to the Colony 
this boat vvould not be great. 
of the n u1nerot1s small whalers w 
are lying up here in St. John's co 
be hire(l at small cost and w 
do all the \Vorlr that was necess 
The expenditure of four or 
thousand dollars only would c 
the cost. I think it the duty of 
ery n1em ber of the House to see 
a steamer is placed on t:b.at part 
the coast during the coming 
mer. The fishermen of North 
Labrador 1vere as much entitled 
this stea1ner as those of the sout 
part. It inight be said that t 
on the Southern Lab1 ador 
shore fishers. That was quite 
But was not the danger and 
need pf assistance greater when 
fishery was prosecuted miles 
the shore? One sick man in th 
gion would often mean the loss 
summer's voyage. The skippers 
to go anywhere from 50 to 
miles in search of a doctor. 
time ta lren to do this distance 
hard to estimate; it depende 
the wind and weather. The 
per and his ten men in most 
lose the whole value of the c 
owing to their inability to 
headway against contrary winds. 

Last year I entered a 
one evening and saw a man o 
deck of his schooner loolring 
he was in trouble. I boarded 
schooner and the captain told 
that he had a sick man. Thia 
had taken ill just as they had 
to get fish. He had not caugh 
for the summer and just 
began to make a haul the m 
taken ill and they had to lea 
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ng grounds in search of a doc
It had taken the1n a fortnight 

·o a hundred miles. The cap
had a large fa1nilv to support 
owing to that one sick man he 
to lose his whole summer's fish-

lf a steamer had been on the 
t with a doctor that sick man 
Id have been attended to and, if 

essary, taken ho¥1e, and the cap-

' 

of the schooner, with 11is ten 
would not be left without eup-

t for the 'vinter. I think that 
oo to accommodate these men 
Id be money well spent and I 
e t11at the Department of lVrarine 

Fisheries will do everything in 
ir pc,ver to render this little as
ance to the fisherm.en of the 
r.try. 
zin.al 
<..• 

I am sorry I have not the 
nctition v-vitl1 n1e to presc11t, 

I be1ie\re it vvas tl1e largest-signed 
ition presented for i11any years. 

HE lVIINISTER OF M~~RINE & 

HERIES I have the greatest 
asure in supporting tl1e petition 
my hon. friend, Capt. Winsor. 

om experience I know that ever 
C(l the fisl1ermen have gone to ~he 
ltrador they have su.lfer(-i1l fron1 
eat neglect. I am sure the people 
ve made a wise choice in placing 
is Government in power, a Govern-
nt of the peo_ple, and that now 

eir wants ·and necessities will be 
tended to. Capt. Winsor has spok~ 

as a man who has travelled the 
ast for some years and has seen 
d experienced the sufferings inci
ntal to the lives of the fishermen 
the country. He was perfectly 

ght in saying that the fishermen 
ere neglected by those whose duty 
was to look after their interests. 

hese 10,000 men who every year 
rosecute the fishery on the Northern 
abrador were the backbone and the 
ainstay of the country and they had 
put up with hardships and suffer

g which no one else was able to 

endure, and the time had come when 
their interests would be attended to. 

-

JVfr. Winsor had mentioned the cost 
of tl1is steam service. If the past 
Government has considered the cost 
of all the fads and fakes and fog 
free zone schemes which had been 
thrust upon the country of late years, 
the country would not be now in its 
present state. If the members had 
seen and experienced the hardships 
of the fishermen on the Labrador 
coast they would not consider the 
expense but send the steamer at all 
costs. I have great pleasure in sup
porting this netition and am prepar
ed to use my influence to see that 
the prayer of this petition is ac
ceded to, and that the extra steamer, 
so badly needed, is put on this 
coast. The people's money could not 
be spent in a wiser and better way 
than by providing for the fishermen 
some of those comforts which they 
had been badly in need of for years. 

MR. SQUIRES-I am very pleased 
to give my support to this petition, so 
ably presented by Capt. Winsor. The 
cod fishery is the great water-wheel 
wl1ich has kept the machinery of 
governments of Newfoundland in mo
tion. I feel sure that any movement 
to imnrove the fishermen's lot, and 
to add ease and convenience to their 
hardy and dangerous career, would 
be well worthy the consideration and 
help fron1 all parties in every part 
of Newfoundland. 

MR. CLIFT-I am also very pleased 
to give nly support to this petition. 
I am sorry Capt. Winso.r has forgot
ten the original petition, which con
tained a very large number of 
names, and amongst them some of 
tl1e constituents I have the honor to 
represent, and consequently I must 
support the petition, coming as it 
did from such a large number of 
people of Twillingate district. I do 

·' 
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not remember any similar petition 
within the last few years coming be
fore the House, and it seems strange 
to me that if this great need has 
been felt for so long a petition has 
not found· its way into the House be
fore. If, as the hon. member said, 
there was a population of 10,000 
fishermen north of Nain and no com
munication whatever during the sum
mer, I think this should be remedied 
and . steps taken to do whatever was 
necessary in the way of steamer ac
commodation, and in the way of af
fording the fishermen means of com
munication with their homes from the 
middle of June to the end of the sea
son. I am surprised to hear the hon. 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
speaking of money having been wast
ed upon what he was pleased to 
call the Fog Free Zone. I have heard 
a great deal about it during the last 
election. In my district, during the 
last two elections, everywhere I 
found the Opposition candidates speak 
ing of extravagance, and of large 
sums of money having been expend
ed in connection with the Fog Free 
Zone. Would the hon. member be 
surprised to know that, so far as I 
am aware, no monies have been ex
pended by the late Government on 
the so-called Fog Free Zone. Every
where I went in the district I was 
met with the reports that were cir
culated by opponents that the Bond 
Government had spent from $75,000 
to $100,000 on the Fog Free Zone. I 
do not think the members could have 
informed themselves on the subject. 
The hon. member for St. John's 
West, the Prime Minister, could not 
·substantiate such a statement. He 
was a member of the Government 
that had brought in the ''Short Line 
Route,'' which received his support, 
and nobody knew better than he did 
that no money had been spent by the 
late Government on the Short 

Line Route or the Fog 
Zone, and when the Minister 
Marine and Fisheries rose in 
place and solemnly stated that Ill 

ey has been expended on the 
Free Zone he was making a 8~ 
ment wl1ich he must have kno 
was incorrect. I have much pl 
ure in supporting the petition, 
I hope that something will be do 
to meet the wishes and demands 
the petitioners. 

THE. HON. THE PRIME MINI 
TER-1 would like to say a word 
supporting the vetition before tb. 
House, presented by Capt. Winsor , 
relation to the procuring of ste 
service north of Nain for the La. 
rad·or fishermen. I support tlle p 
tition for the reason that such a 
vice would be of great benefit to 
fishermen and to the trade also. 
might say for the information of 
House that within the last week 
discussed the question with Captata 
Winsor and l1ad the benefit, of 
ripe experience in relation to the p 
position. Following on that disc 
sion it was dceided to put the mat 
in the hands of the Minister of M 
ine and Fisheries, Mr. Piccott, as 
was well acquainted with Labrad 
and the needs of the fishermen, 
only last summer he was on the 
rador steamer, and therefore had 
opportunity of observing and study 
what the fishermen needed. Lo 
ago the Government decided to ha 
two boats in the Labrador servi 
and it was part of its policy, as ou 
lined in the Manifesto and later 
the Speech from the Throne. 
learned friend, Mr. Clift, inciden 
referred to the Fog Free Zo 
scheme, and as he appealed to me, 
is only fair that I should not allo 
him to go uncorrected. Mr. C 
complained of Mr. Piccott's refer 
ence to this and other fakes, but Sir 
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Jbert Bond's policy always led to 
lll-o'-the-wisp schemes. Mr. Pie- . 

1tt ,,rent too far, however, when he 
,id money 11ad been wasted on the 
)g Free Zone schemv, but I do not 
~1ieve that Mr. Piccott meant that 
oneY was actually disbursed; rather 
1 meant that the Bond Government 
I 

~d wasted much time and energy on 
ese fake ma.tters which might ba ve 
~en devoted to bettering the con
tions of tbe fishermen. It is true 
at no n1oney has been spent, but 
is I-Iouse \Vas pledged to a con
act which guaranteed a subsidy of 
5,000 for twenty years, should the 
:heme materialize. I did not op
)Se the contract when it was be
re the House, but I did state that 
believed it was too good to be true. 
y staternent is on record. I did 
)t oppose it when it was introduced 
1ur years ago, because I considered 
would not be fair to the country 

1 oppose any scheme that ;might 
~nefit the country. I hope the day 
ill come when we will have a 25-
iot mail service with England, a 
dlway across the country ~n ,the 
)rth, and 25-knot boats from the 
:her side of the Island to Gaspe, and 
ains waiting there to take people 
1 all parts of America; and when 
le day came to tunnel across the 
~raits of Belle Isle, and all the 
:her thinigs were accomplished that 
tve been promised, I would be glad 
1 vote $75,000 towards the carrying 
it of the object and, as far as the 
overnment was concerned, it would 
~ carried out. It would not inter
re with Mr. Thomson or Ochs 
rothers in carrying out their scheme, 
It rather would give it support. 
'hat the Minister of Marine and 
lsheries meant to say was that the 
1untry was pledged to spend, and 
)t that the country had spent, n1on
r on this project. I have seen re
rences to it in the newspapers, if 

I am not mistaken, and heard state
ments made, but it is too late now 
to bring them up. During the ex
citement of an election campaign 
statements are published in the news 
papers and made on the platforms 
which could not be called exactly 
correct, and which in other and 
quieter times would not be said. 
I would call the attention of the 
House to a statement in to-day's 
Telegram, which was an illustration 
of this and which I will read. It is 
as follows .: 

'' SIR E. P. MORRIS-
" A. RETRACTION. 

'' In the Evening Telegram news
,, paper of April 23rd, 1909, we pub
" lished a fictitious interview between 
''Mr. W. D. Reid and a reporter of 
'' . . an imaginary paper, called the 
'' Montreal Octopus, in the course of 
'' which we charged that Sir Edward 
" Morris, when a member of the 
'' Executive Council of this Colony, 
" corruptly and dishonestly acted in 
'' the preparation of the Railway 
" Contract of 1901 against the inter
" ests of the Government, and so as 
'' to give improper advantages to the 
'' Reids; and also as counsel for the 
'' Government in the Telegraph Ar
,, bitration he corruptly and dishon
,, estly acted in the interest of the 
'' Reids, against those of his client 
''the Government; and also that he 
'' was committing bribery for the 
'' purpose of winning the election 
''then pending, and intended to 
" plunge the Colony into debt, with 
'' the object of driving it into Con
'' federation and other similar scan
'' dalous charges. 

''In consequence to the publication 
'' of the defamatory matter, and of 
''another libelous attack on him., 
'' contained in the same issue, Sir 
" Edward Morris has instituted pro- • 
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" ceedings at law for libel against 
" the proprietor of this paper. 

''We desire to make most ample 
" apology for the publication of these 
" charges, and to state that the 
" said charges were absolutely base
" less, and were made without any 
'' shadow of justification whatever 

' " except such as 1nay be found in the 
"heated passion of a political cam
" paign. We unreservedly withdraw 
'' all -the imputations contained in the 
"said :publication upon Sir Edward 
" Morris, and we undertake to pub
" lish this apology, and to pay his 
" costs of both actions as between 
" solicitor and client in consideration 
'' of the proceedings being with
" drawn.'' 

• 

My only object in reading this ar
ticle is to show how things will ap
pear in the papers during election 
campaigns. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
which it relates. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-I ask leave to present a pe
tition from the Rev. John Reay and 
the Rev. Father Battcock, of Whit
bourne, and from the inhabitants of 
Bellevue and Collier's Bay Cove. The 
petitioners point out that a new 
piece of road, about three miles in 
length, is badly needed between Col
lier's Bay Cove and the Norman's 
Cove Road, as the old path, which was 
cut many years since, is now over
grown wi · ~1 vegetation, and the 
bridges are in a very bad condition, 
making travelling both wearisome 
and dangerous. The proposed new 
piece of road, by taking a direct 
course, will reduce the distance be
tween the places referred to, from 
seven to five·· and one-half miles. It 
would also form part of the main 
line around the head of Trinity Bay, 

and would, vv-l1en the proposed brid 
was built at BellevTue, make hor 
baclr a.nd wheeled traffic possibl 
witl1out interrt1ption as far as Chaa 
Cove anti ftantem. The old road, b 
as it \Vas, was much used, especially 
\\rhe11 boating· was impracticabl 
Petitioners ask for a sum of mone~ 
fG:r the construction of the new Piec 
of ro2 .. d, \~rhich would include 
bridge of considerable size ove 
Collier's Bay Brook. I ask for thi 
petition to be referred to the Depart
ment of Public Works and I ho: 
that the Government may be ab~ 

ere long, to meet the views of tae 
petitioners. The prayer of this pe 
tion has my warm support. 

MR. SQUIRES-I also support th 
petition. Those who have had an 
opportunity of travelling the road re
ferred to, on foot, will realize that & 

few dollars well spent would be a 
great boon to the people. 

It was ordered that this petitio 
be_ referred to the department 
which it relates. 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. Coloni&l 
Secretary to lay on the table of the 
House a statement showing the total 
amount expended on account of ship
wrecked crews from June 30th, 1908, 
to lVfarch 1st, 1909; also a detailed 
statement of the expenditure on same 
account from March 1st to present 
date. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECR 
T ARY replied that this report is s 
in course of preparation. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. Colonial 
Secretary to lay on the table of the 
House a detailed statement of the 
expenses in connection with the re
cent election in the electoral dfgl· 
rict of Twillingate. 
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THE !-ION. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY tablecl the statement asked for. 

l\1R. KENT asked the Hon. Minis
ter cf Jt1stice whether the subject of 
the exercise of the prerogative of 
mercy in the case of A. W. Bishop, 
of vVestern Bay, recently convicted of 
assault on Sir Robert Bond, was 
considered by his department; '''he
tb.er he o bta.ined a report from the 
convicting l\/Iagistrate; and to lay 
t1pon the table of the House copy of 
all papers relating thereto, including 
petition, report of Magistrate, and 
notes of evidence taken by the Mag
istrate; and of the report, if any, of 
his de:part1nent on said case. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE re
plied t11at the petition was consider
ed by the Department of Justice, the 
report was obtained from the Mag
istrate, and he laid on the table all 
papers in connection with the case. 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Colonial 
Secretary whether the subject of the 
exercise of the prerogative of mercy 
in the case of A. W. Bishop, of West

ren, and was a Labrador fisherman, 
and if kept longer in gaol would lose 
11is summer; also, the fact that the 
prisoner was denied the advanta,grl 
of counsel at his trial, and that the 
sentence was out of all proportion 
to the offence. The decision reached 
was to liberate the prisoner. The 
l\fin ute of Council is herewith tabled. 

l\1R. CLIFT asked the Hon. the 
Premier the name of the person who 
compiles the synopsis of public 
messages which are sent to the var
ious telegraph offices throughout the 
Colony, and what remuneration is 
paid to such person for said ser
vices; also, if any other person was 
previously employed in said work 
and what remuneration, if any, was 
paid to him. 

THE HON. THE PREMIER-Mr. P. 
T. McGrath, Editor of the Chronicle, 
is the compiler; no amount had yet 
been paid him, though he will re
ceive a trifling sum for his ser
vices. No other person had at any 
time been employed in this work. 

ern Bay, recently convicted of as- MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. Minis
sa ult up·on Sir Robert Bond, was ter of Agriculture and Mines if any 
considered by the Hon. the Executive horses or cattle have been imported 
Council, whether the said Council for use at the Experimental Farm; 

• 

reached any decision thereon, and and, if so, (1) to lay upon the table 
what said decision was; and whe- of the House a statement showing 
ther any Minute of Council was made the cost of each anim2·l; (2) the cost 
on the subject; and, if so, to table . of transportation of such animals; 
copy of such Minute. (3) the name of the person or per-

sons who selected the animals; ( 4) · 
THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY-The answer to the first part from whom they were purchased; (5) 
a statement of the exnenses incurred 

of hon. member's question is in the -
affirmative. The Council considered and the remuneration paid to the 
the petition, which was signed by person or perso11s who purchased 
some hundreds Qf residents of Bay said animals; and (6) if any monies 
de Verde; also the report of the are now due or payable on account 
Magistrate who convicted the prison- of said purchases or expenses in con-

nection therewith. 
er; also the report of the Attorney 
General, together with the fact that 
the prisoner had served one month, 
has a wife and three young child-

THE HON. MINISTER OF AGRI
CULTURE AND MINES tabled the 
information asked for. 
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THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY laid on the table the statement 
of the exnenses in connection "\\'ith -
the smallpox epidemic on West 
Coast, as desired by Mr. Moulton, and 
asked that it be forwarded to the 
hon. member. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Minister of 
Public Works if the information in 
reference to the expenditure in Har
bor Main was ready yet. 

THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
WORKS replied that the statements 
were , being prepared and he would 
lay them on the table when com
pleted. 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Premier 
if the permission of the Governor 
had been received to table the cor
respondence he had asked for. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
replied that no vermission was yet 
received. He had written the Gov
ernor, but had received no reply. 

COMMITTEE OF WHOLE ON EDU
CATION RESOLUTIONS. 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion 
of the Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the subject of Reso
lutions regarding Education. 

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

MR. PARSONS took the Chair of 
Committee. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-In submitting these Resolutions on 
Education to the House, I merely de
sire the Committee to get an idea to
day of what was meant, as there 
would be an opportunity for a fuller 
discussion later. There were three 
resolutions, involving $30,000 as an 
additional vote for Education. That 
was not to be regarded in any way 
as a measure of the desire of the 
Government to augment the present 

vote for Ecl11cation. The Government 
were compelled to "cut their gar
ment accorcling to their cloth," and 
bright as the prospects for future 
revenues might be, they did not con
sider themselves warranted in asking 
the IIouse for a larger sum than 
$30,000 at the present time. The 
had had representations and mem
orials from many of the educational 
bodies in the country, and had had 
the advantage and benefit of discus
sing the whole Education question 
with the Superintendents of Educa
tion and, as at present advised, they 
offered these Resolutions to the 
House, believing that they would 
meet the approval of the House and 
the approval of the whole country. 
Between now and next session th 
Government would still further con 
sider the important question of Edu
cation, and when they met again ne 
year, it was hoped that a still large 
vote, or if not a larger vote, at lea t 
a sum quite equal to that given at 
present, if warranted by the revenue, 
would be voted for Education. 

The present $30,000, as you will see 
from the three resolutions, was to 
be spent under three heads. First, 
there was a sum of $6,000 for what 
was termed destitute places; that 
is, places where there were no 
schools. At present, under the Edu 
cation vote of $260,000, there was a 
vote of $20,000 for these destitute 
places, places where there were no 
!chools at all, where the children 
were running wild without Educa
tion, without schooling. It was hop
ed that by means of the additional 
$6,000 placed in the hands of the 
various religious bodies of the coun
try, and under the directions of the 
various Superintendents of Educ&· 
tion, the blessings and advantages of 
Education would be brought home, to 
some extent at least, to those at 
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present suffering from that want. 
TheY should remember that very im
portant fact that every child in 
Newfoun·dland was entitled to be edu 
cated, no matter how p101or the child 
was, n·o m3.!tter how remote the set
tlement might be from St. John's. It 
was quite true that no Government 
would be expected to follow every 
child or every paren1t :of every child 
'.:>Ut on eve,ry rock or cape or into the 
interior where he might choose to set
tle but wherever there was a settle
menit, wherever there were commun
ities to justify the establishment of 
a sch·ool, that sch·ool ought to be 
there. Strong as I am in fav.or of 
Higher Ed ucrution and the Council of 
Higher Education, and the splen·did 
work that body was doing. we have 
to be just before we are generous 
and we want to be able to say at 
least bef10·re the presen1t Parliament 
expires. that we have placed within 
the reach of every child in Newfound 
land, whose parents were to'"-day pay 
ing for E·d ucation, the blessings and 
ad van tag es of going to school. 
We do not clai1n that the present 
grant is going to put a school in e·v
ery settlement where there is not 
one to-day, or that it would enable 
every child to go to schpol; we only 
claim that it is a recognition of what 
was due to them and what they were 
entitled to an.d in that way we have 
alloc1ted $6}000, which would enable 
$26.000 to be spent in that direction. 

The next amount voted by the re
solutions -vvas $20,000 to augment or 
increase teachers' salaries. That 
--w·l1ole s11m would go to the increas
ing cf the teacl1ers' salaries accord
ing to thBir grades. ':rb_e method 
\Yot~ld be settled by the superintend
en.ts and u11der Section 6 of the Ed
n r·~ti· i cn ~1\ct. an.d it would be an ad
dition to the sum of $52,000 alre·ady 
voted for that purpose. The object 
of the Government was to raise grad
ually teachers' salaries to such an 

exte11t that they would regard them
selves as being fairly and justly 
dealt with ai1d given a living wage 
for the work they J)erformed. If we 
take up the school reports from all 
tl1e Inspectors every year we see 
tl1e same story about the awful 
drain that is going on from the 
teachers' ranks; th·ey could not keep 
the men or the ladies in the profes
sion, as they left the schools and 
went into offices as clerks or type
"'\Vriters, for the reason that they 
were better paid for the work they 
performed. Those in the House who 
had an onportunity of meeting the 
teachers when here to the convention 
last summer must have been struck 
with the splendid army, both of 
gentlemen and ladies, in the profes
sion in Newfoundland, all highly in
telligent, of splendid moral charac
ter, and only too willing and ready 
to devote their lives to the teaching 
profession if given sufficient salary 
to keeD body and soul together. 
"\Vhen we know that to teachers who 
have been thirty years in the profes
sion, the Legislature seriously voted 
$150 to $160 a year, and in some 
cases less, we can understand how 
difficult it is to induce st1ch teachers 
to remain in the nrofession and not -
to seek other callings where their 
work is better remunerated. We 
hope, gradually, by giving a small 
amount every year and by the knowl
edge that the teachers would have 
that such was going to be done, to 
retain them in the profession, so 
th·at they would not merely go into 
the training schools and serve an 
apprenticeship for several years at 
learning to teach and then only 
serve two years or so teaching, but 
would take it up as a lasting pro
f ession. In other words, when a 
person went to Bishop Feild Col
lege, Methodist College or St. Bona
venture's College, and when the Col-
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ony paid for their education there 
for two or three years, that they 
would become teachers in the true 
sense of the word, they: were not 
taxing themselves to pay for these 
persons' education and have them 
teachers for a year or two and then 
become lawyers, doctors or anything 
else, nor to have them go to Canada 
or to the United States; but if they 
were not paid well they could not 
be expected to remain in the profes
sion. In what way could the taxes 
of the Colony be spent more equit
ably or justly than in uaying the 
teachers? It was not as if they 
were keeping up a standing army or 
a navy, where the advantage or ben
efit to be derived was remote and 
only direct, but here the people got 
the benefit. 

The 
taxes, 
to the 

people were 
and the rtaxes 
teachers to teach 

asked for 
• were given 

the people's 
children, and the taxes could not be 
better spent. The man or the girl 
who went into the world without ed
ucation went into it maimed; they 
might just as well have lost an eye 
or a limb. We are going to make an 
honest effort, and I feel that the 
whole Legislature will c·ombine with 
the Government year after year in 
augmenting the present salaries paid 
to the teachers. 

The other resolution covers a vote 
of $4,000 to i>aY the interest on the 
sum of $100,000 which it is proposed 
to exi>end or to enable the boards 
to expend in, the building of public 
school houses all over the Island. 
We propose to vote $4,000 annually, 
as an interest charge on the sum. of 
$100,000. The boards could b·orrow 
$100,000 and put up 150 new schools 
in Newfoundland immediately; let 
them burn many of the hovels in 
which the children now go to school; 
burn those shacks which kee.v out 

neither the rain nor the snow, and 
put up well-ventilated and we11 ... 
lighted schools, built on proper h:r 
gienic principles. That was the w y 
to fight tubercuolsis and make tJ1 
children strong and healthy. $100 , 
000 would enable the boards all ova 
the island to put uv 150 new schoo 
at about $700 each, and I am satisfied 
from my knowledge of the people of 
the country, especially in the o•tt

ports, that tl1ere will be subscrf.1>
tions and contributions which will e'l. 
able the boards to put up not 150, bu 
200, new scl1ools for that sum. 

There are many other votes I 
would lilre to see in the resolution 
for the other departments of educa
tion, which were calling out for mo:r 
grants and starving for tl1e need o 
those, but the Government did na 
feel "rarranted at present, in view 
the Colony's financial position, 
asking the Legislature for a lar 
sum. As I have said at tl1e open 
of this speech, this is not the m 
ure of what we would like to do, 
it is the most we could do, and 
have applied it to the three he 
which we considered in most n 
I do not need to dwell further on 
matter, and would aslr the Com 
tee to pass the resolutions now; 
afterwards, when . they came bef 
the House in the form of a bill, ifr 
was desirable, we could have a f: 
there discussion of the matter. 

MR. KENT-I would like to 
if it is intended to vote the 
tions through then. 

HON. THE PREMIER-No. 

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

MR. PARSONS took the Chair 
Comn1ittee. 

MR. SPEAKER resumed 

The Chairman froin the Comml 
reported that they had considered 
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matter to them referred and made 
son1e vrogress, and asked leave to 

• 
sit again. 

order d, that the report be receiv
ed and that the Committee have 
ieave to sit again on to-morrow. 

on motion, the Bill respecting cer
taiil Retiring Allowances was read a 
third tin1e and ordered to be en
"'rossed and sent to the Legislative 
t> 

ccuncil for concurrence. 

COliJiITTEE OF "\VHOLE ON BO~lRD 
OF TRADE BILL. 

Ptirsuant to order, and on motion 
of the Hon. the Prime l\1inister, the 
1Iot1se resolved itself into Committee 
of the Wl1ole on the Bill entitled "An 
Act to Incorporate the Newfoundland 
Beard of Trade, and for otl1er pur-
poses. 

,, 

l\.1R. SPE ... .\ICER left the Cb.air. 

lVi:R. PARSONS took the Chair of 
Ccr!.1mi ttee. 

:\ffi. CLIFT--J3efore the Bill passes 
the Committee stage I v1ould like to 
mal\:e a few remarlrs in relation to 
its general principles. I am heartily 
in accord with the measure and 
think it is a great pity that the mer
cantile inen and others· in the com
munity, interested so largely in the 
price of the commercial products o! 
the country, have not been able to 
bring about such a measure before. 
We all remember the days of what 
~·as called the old "Commercial 
Roo111." That was intenc!ed to be a 
sort of a Board of Trade, but from 
my recollection of it, it never per
formed many of the real duties 
Which appertained to a regular 
Board of Trade and I have often won
dered why those interested in the 
commerce of the country have not 
endeavoured to establish a Board of 
Trade on the basis of which it would 
be established under the new Act. I 
hope that it will in its usefulness 

exceed t11e anticipations of those in
terested in its formation. The very 
smallest towns in Canada and the 
States had their Board of Trade 
meetings at regular periods, for the 
purpose of acquiring information and 
knowledge, statistical and otherwise, 
in order to improve the conditions 
and surroundings, and supply those 
engaged in trade with everything pos
sible to be ascertained in connection 
with the various industries from 
which they earned their livelihood. 
There was great scope in this country 
for a Board of Trade. Outside of the 
staple industry-the fisheries-there 
were in operation several large in
dustries which would benefit to a 
great extent by reason of the in
formation such a body ~ould gather 
together. I hove that when the 
Board of Trade assemble they will 
make such rt1les and regulations for 
its governance as would put its do
ings beyond peradventure and make 
it the success we all expect it would 
be. They would require an official 
to act as secretary, who should be 
"rell posted in the work he has to 
perform. I think that whoever is ap
pointed in the office of Secretary of 
the Board of Trade should be s~nt 

away for a time, say to Montreal, 
'vl1ere he could get in touch wit~ 

the Secretary of the Board at that 
place and where he would be initi-
2tecl, so to speak, into the wo!"k of 
the management of such an orga11i
zation as this promised to be. The 
members know what the Board of 
Trade of Montreal has done for that 
city and they are also aware of the 
fact that it is one of the most up--to
date in the world. The proposed Sec
retary could not do better than to 
get in touch with its Secretary and 
find out exactly what his duties were 
and benefit by his experience. 

I was pleased 
stated by the Hon. 

when it was 
the Premier a 
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few days ago, when he introduced 
the Bill, that. it was free entirely 
from any political tinge. I was more 
than pleased, because I remembered 
that when the Hon. the Premier first 
started this movement the meeting 
was held in the Executive Chamber 
and the Premier and his colleagues 
in the Executive were present at 
it. By reason of it being held there, 
many thought that · there was a · poli
tical move at the bottom of it. A 

' 
political tinge would most certainly 
be detrimental to the future useful
ness of the Board, and while it might 
appear that it was baptized in poli
tical waters, I hope that in the fu
ture it would be looked upon as a 
Board of Trade eomposed of persons 
not influenced by party politics. 

I was pleased to notice that all 
shades of politics were represented in 
the list of those persons whose names 
were to be incorn·orated in the Bill -
and I am confident that the House 
might rest assured that in the future 
operations of the Board, party poli
tics would play no part. Once party 
politics enter into it, its usefulness, 
to a large extent, would be destroy-

. . 
ed. I wish it every success and hope 
that it will realize all that was an
ticipated of it and that it will bring 
about all the good that the House 
desired to be. I trust that its man
agement would fall into the hands 
of some energetic Secretary, for on 
his efforts and the efforts of the 
President the success of the Board 

· largely depends. The Secretary 
would be the man most 1 esponsible 
for the success of the Board and I 
hope that in the selection of a man 

· to fill that office they would choose 
one who would not only do justice 
and honour to the Board, but would 
also bring about that success that 
all hoped for. 

. > 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTEJ 
-I rise merely to say a word or tw. 
in reply to the remarks of the ho 
member for Twillingate and to co~ 
gratulate him. on the nroper way b 
"\Vhich he had reviewed the Bill. 1 
was a matter of congratulation tha 
the Bill had met with the unanim011 
support of all, not only in thi 
House, but also outside of it. It wa 
a n1atter of congratula,tion that the?1 
¥ras no party politics brought inti 
the Bill. So far as the Governmen 
was concerned, it did not claim ani 

• 
credit. As to the initial meeting 
which the hon. member for Twillin 
gate had referred to, I convened l 
to add prestige to the movement anc 
to give it that support wl1ich was 11 
the po,ver of the Government tc 
give. I was anxious at that tlmc 
that those who had taken the mattei 
up could feel that the Governmen· 
was behind them and would hel1 
them out. Tl1e f11ture operation o: 
the Board was entirely for the gen· 
tlemen in it to decide upon. Then 
were as many people on one side 01 
politics in the Board as there wert 
on the other, and it would certainl3 
be a misfortune if the Board werE 
tinged with party politics. TherE 
had been persons who had refralnec 
from attending the first meeting1 
beca t1se they had ·thought that 11 

was a political dodge. I could spea) 
with authority on that point, becausE 
I interviewed many of them and tol~ 

them that there was no p·olitics bl 
the matter at all. Why I had movefl 
in the matter was that, with thE 
policy which it was the intention ol 
the Government to carry out, it Wal 

absolutely necessary that thetE 
should be some Board or advisol'J 
body of some kind to whom the GoV· 
ernment could go for advice on the 
:fisheries, the import trade and ex· 
port trade of the Colony, and OD 
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IllanY other matters. At the present 
·me· there was nobody to whom the 

tl k f . Government could loo or ass1st-

ce or advice. One said we should an . 
nave a cull on the L9-brador; another 
aid it would be impossible to have 

~t It was so imnossible to obtain 
1 • 
an agreen1ent, that this Board had 
been started. I feel sure that its 
work will resu.lt in niuch good to the 
whole country and especially to the 
fishermen, whose ·product should, in 
rnY oninion, be on a more certain 
basis like the produce of other coun
tries. As I have said, I am sure that 
great good would result from the 
Board and I am pleased that the Bill 
has met with such unanimous 

favor. 

MR. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman froJU the Committee 
reported that they h3d considered the 
matter to them referred and passed 
the same with some amendments. 

Ordered, that this report be receiv
ed, and that the Bill be read a third 
time on to-morrow. 

CO:M]IITTEE OF l\rllOLE ON LOAN 

BILL. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of the Hon. Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself 
into Committee of tlle Whole on the 
Bill eatitled, ''An Act for raising a 
sum of money by loan for the Pub
lic Services of the Colony." 

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN

ANCE & CUSTOMS--For the inform

ation of the members of the Opposi

tion, I have drawn up the following 

statement, which I will read to the 
House : 

• 

Supplemental Supply . . . . $154,000.00 
Less Education Augmen-

tation . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,000.00 

Add Audit Act, Sec. 33 
(b) expenditure not re
quired to go into Sup
plemental, represented 
by overdraft on General 
Contingencies, $15,000; 

$148,000.00 

Roads, $5,000 . . . . . . . 20,000.00 

Add $2,000 for Musgrave 
Hr. breakwater prom
ised the Commissioner 
in Sept., 1908, and con
sequently a liability on 

$168,000.00 

the Colony . . . . . . . . 2,000.00 

$170,000.00 
Deduct dropped balances, 

say . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,000.00 

$155,000.00 

MR. SHEA-Might I ask if the 
$100,000 loan for the Municipal Coun
cil is to pay back a loan already 
made or is it a new loan? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 
CUSTOMS The loan is for the pay
ment of an amount due to the Royal 
Bank of Canada. 

MR. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered 
the matter to them referred and pas
sed the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered, that this report be re
ceived and that the Bill be read a 
third time on to-morrow. 

The remaining orders of the day 
were deferred. 

DOCUMENTS TABLED. 

THE. HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER laid upon the table of the House: 

! 

I 
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Copy of the agreement with the 
United States for submitting to arbi
tr~tion the question of the North 
Atlantic Fisheries, signed at Wash
ington, January, 1909; 

Report of the Commission of In
ternal Economy of the Legislature 
for the present session. 

NOTICE OF MOTION. 
THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS

TER gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow move the suspension of 
the Rules of the House in relation to 
all matters now before the House. 

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS. 

MR. WINSOR gave notice that on 
to ... morrow he would ask the Hon. 
~1inister of Justice to lay on the 
table of the House the renort of Mail 
and Passenger Service on Labrador 
and other matters submitted by the 
late Inspector General l\IcCowen to 
the Governor in Council in the year 
1906 or 1907. 

MR KENT gave notice that on to
morrow he would ask the Hon. Min
ister of Finance and Customs to lay 
upon the table of the House a state
ment showing the total Revenue and 
Expenditure of the Colony for the 
eight months, beginning July 1, 1908, 
and ending February 28, 1909, both 
inclusive. 

MR. CLIFT gave notice that on 
to-morrow he would ask the Hon. 
Minister of Agriculture and Mines 
if Mr. J. B. Sc later had been removed 
from the c ·~ce held by him in the 
Department of Agriculture and 
Mines; and also to state fully what 
duties have been assigned to Mr. 
Simms, his successor in said office. 

MR. CLIFT gave notice that on to
morrow he would ask the Hon. Col
onial Secretary if any contract has 
been made or entered into for an ad
ditional steamer for the Labrador ser-

vice; if so, to state what steanie 
has bee11 ehartered, and at what sub
sidJr per tri.p. 

1\i1R. CLIF1T gave notice that on 
r.D.orrov.:r he would ask the Hon. 
<)nial Secretary if the Lighthou 
Keer>er at White Point, Indian Tic 
le. La.braclor, bas been removed fro 
his office; aJ1d, if so, to state 
reason vrhy he has been so remov 
and \vho 11as been appointed in 
place. 

, 

·MR. CLIFT gave notice that on to
morrow he would ask the Hon. Col
onial Secretary if all the pamphle 
forwarded to the constituencies dur
ing the recent campaign by the pre. 
sent party in power were stamped be
fore being posted; and, if so, to 1 
on the table of tl1e House a certifi
cate from the Postmaster General to 
that effect. 

MR GEAR gave notice that on 
morrow he would ask the Hon. the 
Leader of the Government if It ta 
the intention of the Government to 
continue the County Council system 
in Burin District. 

On motion, the House adjourned 
till to-morrow, Tuesday, June 8th, at 
three o'clock in the afternoon. 

TUESDAY, June 8th, 1969. 

The House met at three o'clock ill 
the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Bond, one of 
the members returned for the Di t
rict of Twillingate, and John R. Ben· 
nett, Esq., one of the members re
turned for the District of St. John' 
.West, having made and subscr bed 
the Oath of Allegiance before HoJli. 
Sir E. D. Shea, one of His Excel
lency's Commissioners appointed for 
the purpose Qf administrating the 
same, took their seats. 
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PETITIONS PRESENTED. 

RT. HON·. SIR ROBERT BOND-I 
ask lea·~·e to present a petition from 
Josh-ca l\!Iills and others, of Lewis
porte, on t11e subject of the protec
tion of the interests of those engaged 
in mining and lumbering in this Col
ony. The petition pointed out the 
very great hardships endured by men 
on Pilley's Island and aslred that 
same means may be devised by which 
miners may be protected in their 
~rork. I wo11ld be sorry to see any 
legislation enacted to restrict the 
enterprise on the :part of those en
gaged in mining and lumbering, but 
it was entirely proper tha ': some well
thought-out scheme should be intro
d11ced for the protection of our lab
orers, especially in the case of for
eign companies coming into the coun
try. I suppose it is too late to move 
in the matter now. I hear that the 
Hon. the Prime Minister is going to 
move the suspension of the Rules of 

• 

the House and take it that it is not 
his intention to introduce new leg
islation this session. I hope the 
Premier and his colleagues will take 
this matter into their consideration 
during the recess and be . able to de
vise some legislation to meet the 
just complaints as set forth by the 
petition . . 

I also ask leave, now, to present 
a petition from Samuel Parsons and 
others, of Lush's Bight, upon the 
sam.e subject. Also, a petition from 
the residents of Springdale upon the 
same subject. Also, a petition from 
John G. Wheeler and others, of 
Bear's Cove and Jacksonville, on the 
same subject. 

I also ask leave to P.resent a peti
tion from the residents of Pilley's 
Island, praying for a grant of $1,000 
for the purpose of completing a 
Wharf. I and my colleagues had the 
Pleasure some three years ago of 

allocating a sum of $500 for this 
work. '11he money was creditably 
expended and the site was suitable, 
but owing to the shallowness of the 
water it was found that a large sum 
v,ras required to complete it. I trust 
that out of such money as may be 
allocated by the House for the Dist
rict of Twillingate a sum will be 
p11t aside for the purpose of con
tin.uing the work. If it were im
l)Ossible to spend the whole sum in 
one year, then $250 could be devoted 
to this "rork, and if continued for 
four years the required extension 
would be made. 

I also present a vetition from 
Malcolm Simms and others, of Sun
n)rside, Herring N eek, asking for the 
allocation of $100 for the sinking of 
a well. At present there is no pub
lic water supply and the inhabitants 
are dependent on the graciousness of 
their neighbours. Also,· a petition 
from Thomas Wells and others, of 
Little Bay and St. Patrick's, for the 
allocation of $400 for repairs to the 
public wharf, which is at present in 
a deplorable state. Also, one from 
James Fudge, of Great Troytown, for 
the sum of $500 for the purpose of 
erecting a public wharf. There is no 
wharf at the place and at present the 
publi.c are at the mercy of private 
owners of wharves. Also, one from 
Samuel White and others, of Indian 
Burying Place, for an allocation for 
the erection of two bridges that are 
badly needed in that place. Also, 
one from Robert Young and others, 
of Wild Bight, on the subject of min
ing. Also, a petition from Francis 
Fudge and others, of Dark Tickle, 
for a grant of $40 for the purpose 
of erecting a set of steps up from 
the shore. I know the locality very 
well and can assure the House ot 
the absolute necessity for carrying 
out this work. Also, a petition from 
John Roberts and others, of Card's 
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Harbor, for an allocation of $400 
for the completion of the road be
tween Card's Harbor and Pilley's Is
land. The inhabitants of Card's Har
bor have for some years past found 
emplo·yment at Pilley's Island, and 
the connecting road or path passed 
through a very rocky stretch of 
country. The representatives had 
done what was in their power to fac
ilitate the means of transit, but it 
was very necessary to provide money 
to finish the road. 

I ask leave to present another pe
tition from Joshua Barnes and oth
ers, of Southern Arm, District of 
Twillingate, for the allocation of $100 
to construct a, road between South
ern Arm and Wild Bight. This 
would connect the school and the 
church and would probably become 
part of the great northern mail 
route. I h·ave another petition from 
John Batts and others, of .Western 
Arm, nraying to have the name of 
Bear's Cove changed to Silverdale. 
This name would be appropriate, as 
there was a silver mine in operation 
at Bear's Cove for the last two years. 
It is one of the most picturesque 
places in the district. The locality 
was as thrifty as any in the district 
and the people took great interest in 
their surroundings. I hope that there 
will be no objection to the change. 
Also, a petition from Ambrose Hill, 
of Kite Cove, for an allocation of 
$200 for the construction of a land
ing place in that locality. Also, a 
petition from J. A. Wheeler and 
others, of Fr1 rmer's Arm, for a grant 
of $500 for the construction of a 
bridge at Shoal Tickle. This is an 
important place, as it connects Le"\'\T
isporte .and Twillingate and is tlle 
highway between these two import
ant centres. 

I trust that these petitions will be 
referred to the various departments 
to which they relate. 

MR. CLIJ.i..,T-I have great pelasure 
in supporting the petitions presented 
by my hon. friend and colleague, 
Sir Robert Bond. I am persona111 
acqt1ainted ,-vith the various localitte 
m.entioned in the petitions and en
dorse their claims for consideration. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER-I wisl1 to say a word or two 
in regard to the !)etition relating to 
tb.e mi11es. At the beginning of the 
session a petition much to the same 
effect was brougl1t forward by Mr. 
Clift and received the unanimous 
support of the whole House. It ts 
the in ten ti on of the Government to 
take up the question during the re
cess. Not only would the question 
of a lien on the wage be considered, 
but also some scheme would be de
vised by which miners would be 
paid their wages weekly. I am glad 
to see that the Government is to have 
the support of the members on the op
posite side of the House in this matter. 

It was ordered that the petitions 
be received and referred to the de
partments to which they relate. 

CAPT. WINSOR-I ask leave to pre 
sented a petittion from William Grif
fin and others, near Bonavista, for an 
allocation of $100 for the building 
of a road from the main line to their 
farms. I know the locality very well. 
I was there last spring. There are 
from 15 to 20 families farming in the 
locality. The distance to the main 
line is about a quarter of a mile. 
The road would be a great benefit 
to the inhabitants. I also present a 
petition from South West Island, 
Pool's Island for an allocation of $200 
to build a bridge to connect with the 
main land. There are some 12 to 15 
families residing there and they are 
greatly handicapped for the want of 
this means of communication with the 
mainland. There is no school on 
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the Islatid and the children have to 
be rowe<l across to the mainland every 
day. This is a heavy task, and some
times a very dangerous one, while 
there ar~ many days they are unable 
to cross at all. The building of the 
bridge asked for would be a great 
blessing. I have much pleasure in 
supportiug the prayer of the petition. 

It wa[S ordered that the petition 
be received and referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

MR. MORRIS-I beg leave to pre
sent a l)etition from Point Verde, 
Placentia, asking for $100 to con
tinue tl1() road leading to the main line 
The road has already been partially 
built. It is a road which,when done 
would be a great advantage to Point 
Verde, connecting as it did, with some 
fine agrlcultural land. The people of 
Point V()rde are strictly agricultural 
people. Their main support is farm
ing. They have some very fine farms 
and grow very fine produce, and the 
road, when finished, will be a great 
service to them. Point Verde is only 
-0ne and one-half miles from Placen
tia, and yet with regard to road, 
telegraph or train it might be fifty 
miles a'Vay. I hope that this money 
will be allocated. 

MR. bEVEREUX-1 heartily sup
port tl1~ petition. I think the road 
very ne~essary. 

MR. lIOWLEY-1 also support the 
-Petition and think that when the road 
is completed it will be a decided boon 
to the Deople. 

It wa.s ordered that the 
be received and referred to 
I>artmellt to which it relates. 

petition 
the de-

HON. MR. EMERSON-I ask leave 
to present a petition from Thomas 
Garland and others, of Gaultois, pray
ing for a sum of money to repair a 
read. 'rhe necessity for granting this 

money is very urgent, and an alloca
tion of a sum of about $200 will do 
all that is necessary at the present 
time. I beg to support the prayer of 
the petition. 

It was ordered that the petition 
be received and referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

MR. KENT-I ask leave to present 
a petition from the inhabitants of 
Flatrock, for an allocation to con
struct a launch way. This is very 
necessary. The means of landing 
are very poor at present. A well
b11ilt launchway would be a great 
boon. For some time it has been 
the custom to build a temporary 
launchway each year, and this meant 
an annual output from the allocaions. 
I think that a permanent one would 
save considerable expense. I wish 
the petition to be referred to the De
partment of Marine and Fisheries. 

MR. DWYER-I support the peti
tion. 

It was ordered that this petition be 
referred to the department to which 
it relates. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-I ask leave to present a pe
tition from Samuel Martin and oth
ers, of Little Heart's Ease, District of 
Trinity, asking that a · ferry be plac ... 
ed on the harbor for the convenience 
of the residents. Little Heart's Ease 
is a very beautiful and picturesque 
settlement, the houses being dotted 
around a long arm of water, and any
one who has visited the place can 
well understand how greatly a ferry 
service would be appreciated. I give 
the petition my hearty support and 
ask that it be referred to the Depart
ment of Public Works. 

MR. SQUIRES-I warmly support 
the petition. I am well acquainted 
with Little Heart's Ease and this 

• 
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ferry is an immediate necessity. I 
hope the department will cons'ider 
the petition and that something will 
be done. 

It was ordered that the petition 
be received and referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

DOCUMENTS TABLED. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE & CUSTOMS laid upon the 
table of the House-

Statement of Customs Revenue col
lected in the Colony during the year 
ended June, 1908; 

Statement of the Imports and Ex
ports of the Colony for the year end
ed June 30th, 1908; 

Comparative statement of goods, 
wares and merchandise imported in
to the Colony during the years ended 
June 30th, 1907, and June 30th, · 1908, 
showing increase and decrease for 
year 1907-08; 

Comparative statement of Re'1·en
ue received at each of the outports 
for the year 1906-07 and 1907-08; 

Return of the Bank Fishery for t11e 
year ended June 30th, 1908; 

Statement showing the reven11e 
collected on goods, wares and '1ter
chandise imported through the Post 
Office; 

Statement showing the movemer1ts 
of shipping during the year ended 
June 30th, 1908; 

Abstract of shipping for the year 
ended December 31st, 1908 

QUESTIONS ANSlVERED. 

MR. WINSOR asked the Hon. Min
ister of Justice to lay on the table 
of the House the report of mail and 
passenger service on Labrador, and 
other matters submitted by the late 

Inspector General McCovv·en to 
Governor in Council, in the 
1906 or 1907. 

the 
Year 

rrHE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER, in the absence of the Hon. 
l\t1inister of Justice, stated that the 
report would be laid on the table to. 
morrow. 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Minister 
of Finance to lay upon the table of 
the House a statement showing the 
total Revenue and Expenditure of 
the Colony for the eight months be
ginning July 1st, 1908, and ending 
li.,ebruary 28th, 1909, both inclusive. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE replied that the statement was 
in course of preparation. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. Minis-
- ter of Agriculture and Mines 'vhy Mr. 

J:, B. Sclater had been removed from 
the office held by him in the Depart
ment of Agriculture and Mines; also 
to state fully what dt1ties have been 
assigned to !\Ir. Simms, his successor 
in said office. 

TI-IE IION. MINISTER OF AGRI
CULTURE AND MINES-It is not 
usual to state why Government oftl
cials are removed from office. Mr. 
Simn1s has the same duties to per
form as Mr. Sclater. 

MR. CLIFT-That does not answer 
my question. The Hon. Minister 
has not told what duties Mr. Simms 
has to perform. 

THE I-ION. MINISTER OF AGRI
CULTURE AND MINES-I am of the 
opinion that Mr. Clift, as the last 
Minister of Agricultu1 e and Mines, 
ought to be better acquainted with 
these duties than I am. 

MR. CLIFT-My private knowledge 
has nothing to do with the matter. I 
wish Mr. Blandford to tell the House 
what these duties are. 
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TH:BJ IION. 1VIINISTER OF AGRI
ClJLTURE AND MINES Mr. Simms' 
duties are those of Secretary to the 
Beard of Agric11lt11re. 

l\1R. CLIFT asked the Hon. Colonial 
secretary if any contract has been 
made or entered into for an addition
al steamer for the Labrador service; 
if so, to state what steamer has been 
chartered and of what subsidy per 

• trip. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-There is no contract. The Ss 
Labrador has been chartered at $110 
per day. 

11R. CI.iIFT asked the Hon. Colonial 
Secretary if the Lightl1ouse Keeper at 
\\

7hite Point, Indian Tickle, Labra
dor, had been removed from office; 
and, if so, to state the reason why he 
has l)een so ren1oved and wl10 haa 
been appointed in his place. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-The Ligl1thouse Keeper has 
been removed. It is not usual to 
state the reason for removal. Mr. 
Samuel Watson has been appointed to 
the vacancy. 

MR. CLIFT asked the Hon. Colonial 
Secretary if all the pamphlets for
\Varded to the constituencies during 
the recent campaign by the present 
party in po~ver were stamped before 
being posted; and, if so, to lay on 
the table of the House a certificate 
from the Postmaster General to that 
effect. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-There have been no pamph
lets sent by the party now in power, 
consequently there were none tam -
ed. 

:1ffi. GEAR aslred the H6n. Leader 
of the Government if it is the inten
tion of the Government to continue 
the County Council system in Burin 
District. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER-I have had no intimation that 
there is going to be any change. 

BILLS PASSED. 

Purs11ant to order, and on motion 
of the Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled ''An Act to Incorporate 
the Newfoundland Board of Trade 
and for other purposes" was read a 
third time and vassed, and it waa 
ordered that it be engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and sent to the 
Legislative Council, with a message 
requesting the concurrence of that 
body in its provisions. 

Pt1rsuant to order, and on motion 
of the Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled ''An Act to provide for 
the raising of a sum of money by 
loan for the Public Services of the 
Colony" was read a third time and 
passed, and it was ordered that it be 
engrossed, being entitled as above, 
and that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council, with a message requesting 
the concurrence of that body in its 
provisions. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES. 

P11rsuant to notice, and on motion 
of the Hon. the Prime Minister, it 
was ordered that the Rules be sus
pend.ed i.n relation to all matters 
now before the House. 

BUDGET SPEECH. 

~lotion for Committee of Whole on 
'Va.ys and Mean , 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE AND CUSTOrvIS-Mr. Speak
er, pursuant to notice given, I beg 
leave to move that this House re
solve itself into Committee of the 
Whole to consider the Ways and 
l'vieans for raising the Supply to be 
granted to His Majesty. In doing so 
I bespeak the indulgence of the 
House, .al ways generously extended 
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to -one making his first financial pro
nouncement, while I lay before it 
the statement of the Colony's fiscal 
affairs. 

This first Budget of mine is not as 
full and complete as I could desire 
it to be. It suffers from the fact 
that, since our assumption of office, 
we have been faced with conditions 
which have made it impossible to 
give to the study of our financial sit
uation that full attention which it 
calls for. As the House and the 
country will remember, the present 
Ministry assumed office on the 3rd 
of March. During that month we had 
to deal with the problems arising out 
of the deadlock then existing, and 
which brought about frequent proro
gations of the Legislature elected in 
November, and such uncertainty and 
political instability as made impos
sible any continued consideration of 
the problems of Government. Early 
in .... i\.pril that Legislature was dis
solved and ·a new general election or
dered. This sent us into the field 
in our various districts for another. 
month and, since our return, the mul
titude of duties pressing upon a new 
Ministry have encroached heavily on 
our time. After this session has clos
ed, however, there will, I trust, be 
a cessation from political excitement; 
and when next the House meets I 
hope to lay before it a more complete 
and enlightening statement of how 
the Colony stands financially. 

As our fiscal year now expires at 
mid-summer, or on the 30th of June, 
annually, the presentation of the 
Budget each session calls for a con
sideration of the financial operations 
of three annual periods, namely, a 
complete review of the year that has 
ended, an approximately complete 
statement for the year that is in pro
gress, and an estimate for the year 
that is to come, and for which ap-

propriations and supplies are to be 
invited from the Legislature at the 
session tl1en in progress. 

I propose to first deal briefly with 
. the facts of each year and then to 

analyze the details at greater length. 

For the fiscal year which ended on 
the 30th day of June last, or practi
cally twelve months ago, the revenue 
was $2,829,018.79, while the expendi
ture was $2,785,835.34, leaving a sur
plus of $43,183.45. This surplus, 
though, was more apparent than real, 
because, while it would appear to 
have been realized, the late Govern
ment had undertaken large expendl
tt1res in the comnletion of the Mus--
eum and the Hospital, which would 
more than swallow up this surplus 
and a sl1bstantial sum in addition. 
We propose to utilize this surplus to 
pay the cost of the second general 
election, estimated at $35,000, and to 
add the balance, some $8,000, to the 
Surplus Trust Fund, f.or tl1e carrying 
out of various nublic works through--
out the country~ 

For the current fiscal year, which 
will end on the 30th of the present 
month, a revised estimate of the re
venue, made yesterday in the light 
of the fig.ures of the Customs re
ceipts, swollen by the duties paid on 
the most recent importations, shows 
$2,808,689. The estimated expenditure 
is $2,963,600, and the estimate deficit 
$154,911. 

are not 
of thiB 

which 

The present Government 
responsible for one dollar 
deficit. All the expenditures 
go to make it up were caused by the 
late Administration. These expendi
tures are represented by the over
drafts, for which Supplemental Sup
ply was obtained last week from tbiS 
House. They were made by our 
predecessors, without any legislattfe 
authority, without any vote or enact-
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ment, and were initiated between 
July last and polling day in Novem-
ber. 

rrhe items of Supplemental Supply 
are already before you, in printed 
form, so I shall .not trouble to read 
them to you. 

For the coming fiscal year, begin
ning on July 1st, I estimate the rev
enue to be $3,000,000, and the ex
penditure to be $2,972,000, which will 
include not alone the regular esti
mates, but supplementary estimates 
of $30,000 for Education, $4,000 for 
Tuberculosis, $3,000 for Preliminary 
Surveys for the prouosed new Branch 
Railways and $15,000 towards Harbor 
Grace Public Building, leaving a sur
plus of $28,000. Seeing that, in spite 
of the depression from which the 
Colony has suffered the nast twelve 
months, the Customs Revenue has al
most maintained itself, and looking 
at the fact that for the past decade 
the total revenue has shown an aver
age annual increase of $120,000, I 
consider myself justified in conclud
ing that the natural rebound after a 
period of depression, stimulated as 
it has been by a g·ood seal . fishery 
and the prospect of a better price 
for cod, will bring about a very large 
increase during the coming twelve 
months. 

The outgoing Administration left 
us a legacy of financial obligation, 
involved in the expenditure by them 
of large sums o.n various public 
Worlrs and services, on what is 
known as Executive Responsibility. 
As they had undertaken to provide 
for the liquidating of these obliga
tions by means of a Loan Bill, by 
Placing in the printed estimates 
~hich they had prepared for the Leg
Islature, a sum to pay the interest on 
the same, though they had apparent
ly shrunk from taking this steo in 
the session before the election; and 

as they added to the extent of these 
obligations during the past twelve 
n1onths, when legislative knowledge 
or criticism of the amounts was not 
possible, it is easy to imagine the 
surprise with which we learned, on 
taking office, that these very large 
obligations had been incurred, a sur
prise in which we feel the whole 
country will share, as the impres
sion had been given to the electorate, 
and that as recently as March last, 
that wben the late Government went 
out of office there w~s a sum of 
$718,000 to the credit of the Colony 
in the Bank of Montreal. The im
pression sought to be conveyed by 
this declaration was that this amount 
was there as a real and substantial 
credit, over and above all claims 
against the Colony and practically an 
enlargement of the reserve of $500,-
000, which was well known to be 
there; but as a matter of fact the 
re1naining $218,000 was simply the 
unexpended portion of legislative 
grants voted in this House last ses
sion, and every cent of which has 
either been absorbed since or will 
be absorbed before the 30th of this 
month in carrying on the regular pub
lic services. 

In addition, though, to all the mon
ey legitimately voted and properly 
expended, the late Administration 
raised large sums by loans from the 
Bank of Montreal and the Royal 
Bank of Canada, the latter for the 
l\tlunicipal Council, and this money 
has now to be repaid. We have no 
alternative, much as we regret that 
we are com_pelled to take this ~tep, 

but to raise a loan to liquidate these 
amounts. We did not incur them; 
we are not responsible for them. 
We found them, as it has been graph
ically described, "I.O.U.'s" in the Bank 
of Montreal and the Royal Bank of 
Canada, for $400,000. 

• 
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To pay off these amounts, a Loan 
13ill has been brought in and passed 
by this House, by raising the amount 
of which we will be able to meet the 
sums due these banks. These sums 
are as follows : 

ew Wing to H·ospital, to 
complete . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,000 

Museum, to complete con
struction . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,000 

To repay Temporary Loans 
from Banks, viz. : 
Railway Awards .. $15,000.00 
Gr;tnd Bank, (pier, 

etc.) . . . . . . . . 15,000.00 
Fortune (tlr. im

provements) . . 5,000.00 
For Municipal Council . . . . 
Deficit Current Account 1908-

1909, estimated . . . . . . . . 

35,000 
100,000 

155,000 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . $430,000 

It is deplorable that this unpleas
ant task should be imposed upon us 
and the burdens of the people in
creased at this juncture in their af
fairs; but there is no alternative left 
!or us. We must wipe the slate clean 
and must put the Colony on an even 
keel again. 

It is important also to remember· 
that in· addition to all these expendi
tures by the Administration which 
preceded us-the Legislative votes 
amounting to $2,848,579, the disburs
ing _of the most of the $140,000 of lie 
amount required to complete the 
Hospital and the Museum, and the 
spending of $150,000 on Executive 
Responsibi1 .~ ty by overdrafts, as 
shown in Supplementary Supply
they also expended $70,000 of the 
surplus of 1906-07, voted for Roads 
and Marine Works, a total expendi
ture of, say, three million, two hun
dred thousand dollar·s, or nearly 
$420,000 over their estitnated revenue, 
and $431,000 over their estimated ex
penditure. 

I-laving th 11s la,id before the Hon 
the pri11cipal features of the fiec 
situ:1tio11 a.s briefly as uoEsible, I no 
propose to undertake a some\th 
ID(Jre extended review of the ftn at 

. 1 . . a 
c1a cond:t1on of Ne.wfoundland. Nin 
years ago the Bond oarty assum 
co11~rol cf public affairs. They did 
so 111 mueh the same fashion as tht 
Adn1ir1istration entered into office 
fe\1 mcntl1s ago. In February, 190: 
the \\ri11ter l\lfinistry was defeated b • 
an ad·verse vote of the Assembly 
resigned soon afterwards. Sir Ro • 
ert Bond was called upon to form 
government and was entrusted wt 
the conduct of affairs without appeal 
ing to the country, taking office 
March. In his Budget Speech, deliv
ered on A.pril 25th, 1900, the Recei • 
er General of that time, Mr. Cowan~ 
stated that the revenue for the prev
ious financial year had been $1, 753, .. 
735.42, ·and the expenditure $1,789. 
82~.06, and that there was deduc~ 
from payments made by the late Sir 
R. G. Reid on account of purchase 
money for the dry dock the sum of 
$36,088.64, to meet the deficit and 
sql1are the current account. There 
remained, then, from the pur~hase 

money of the dry dock the sum of 
$58,092.23, which forms the first item 
in the reserve fund of half a mil
lion dollars ($500,000) now lying to 
the country's credit in the Bank of 
Montreal, and which sum of '58,0d 
had been placed there by the Wintet 
Administration. Nearly nine mo11thf 
of the fiscal year 1899-1900 had tran• 
pired When the Bond Ministry toak 
office. The Winter Ministry's ta 
was in operation. The Winter Mill 
istry's estimates and votes were eO'b 
tin ued by the Bond Ministry altn 
without change, and for the succ 
of the Colony's financial operatfoll 
during these twelve months the WI 
ter Ministry deserv~ the credit, aJ 
the~ haV'e had to bear the blame tM 
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other acts of their administration .. 
That tariff will be best remembered 
bY the fact that it embraced the feat
ure wl1icl1 has since been known as 
the "iniquitous ten per cent.,'' of 
which Mr. Cowan, in his Budget 
speech1 remarked that "I hope when 
I next meet the House on this ques
tion of the tariff I shall be able to 
present for its acceptance one from 
which existing anomalies will have 
disappeared and the ten per cent. ad
ditional, which is regarded by the 
trade as a particularly objectionable 
feature, will have given place to a 
readjustment more acceptable and 
more fair to ·all parties concerned.'' 

Largely through the agency of 
this "iniquitous ten per cent.,'' a sur
plus of 258,603.55 was realized for 
that financial year and this sum must 
likewise be credited as a merit to the 
Winter Administration. It will, 
therefore, be seen that or the $500,-
000 lying to the Colony's credit in 
the Bank of Montreal as a reserve 
fund, nearly $317,000 was put up by 
the Winter Ministry and only $183,-
000 by the Bond Ministry in the eight 

, 

years they held office The follow
ing were the amounts set aside in 
the years indicated for the reserve 
fund, viz. : 

1899 • • •• • • $58,092.23 
1900 .• . • • • • 258,,603.55 
Fram Winter Government 

Revenues • • • • • • • • • • $316,695.78 
1901 • • • • • • $35,629.07 
1902 • • • • • • 
1903 • • •• • • 7,835.70 
1904 • • • • • • 40;000.00 
1905 •• • • • • 40,000.00 
1906 • • • • • • 9,839.45 
1907 • • • • 50,000.00 • • 
From Bond Government 

Revenues • • • • • • • • • • $183,304.22 

"total . . . . . . _. ~ . . . 500,000.0 

I 
l 

Mr. Cowan, in his Budget Speech 
in 1900, gave the Public Debt on that 
day as $17 ,572,163.25. I have ob
tained from Hon. W. J. S. Donnelly, 
who has cliarge of the Public Debt 
Accounts in the Treasury, the follow ... 
ing statement of the increase in the 
Public Debt since then : 

INCRl!ASE OF Ptf]jLIC DEBT SINCE 1900. 

Lighthouses and Alarms • • • • • • •••• • • • • • • 
Re building Acts • • • • • • •• • • • • •••• • • • • • • 

Public Buildings • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• • • • • • • 

Municipal Loans • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• • • • • • • 

Hr. Grace Water Stock (Purchased) .. • • • • • • 
Railway Awards, etc. • • • • • • • • 

Telegraph Extension and Awards 

Account General Revenue • • • • • • 

Total Debt 31st December, 1900 •• 
Additioos as above . . . . . . . . . . 

Total Debt on 31st March, 1900 •• 

•••• • • • • • • 

•••• • • • • • • 

•••• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

$45,000.00 
51,796.99 

154,000.00 
153,616.00 

13,700.00 
2,962,652.73 
1,964,433.33 

.$5,345,199.05 
35,697.46 

$5,380,896.51 

$17,376,~76.34 
5,380,896.51 

$22, 757,4 72.85 

-----~--- -~--- - -- ----·--- -----·- - - - - - - -- -- -
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The last two items in the state
ment showing the increase in the 
debt represent the repurchase of the 
railway from Contractor Reid, for 
one million dollars, and 6 per cent. 
interest on the time we had his 
money, say, $200,000 more; the Lyt
tleton Railway Award of nearly 
$900,000; the repurchase of the lands 
for $850,000; the Telegraoh Award 
of $1,500,000; the laying of new 
cable between Canso and Channel, 
and the extension of the telegraph 
lines throughout the Island. These 
two items amount to $4,9,27,085.00, or 
a round sum of five million dollars 
added to our public debt on account 
of the Railway Contract of 1901, a 
sum which entails an annual interest 
cha;rge upon the Colony of ·$175,000. 

This is not the time to enter into 
an exhaustive discussion of the mer
its or demerits of the Railway Amend 
ment Contract of 1901; that instru
ment has been tried in the crucible 
of experience during eight years and 
the public have been able to arrive 
at their own conclusions with re
gard to the fruits that have been 
reaped from that undertaking. The 
essential facts with which we are 
concerned to-day are an examination 
of the effect which the operation of 
the several features of this policy 
have had upon the financial affairs of 
the Colony. This Colony recovered 
from Sir Robert Reid the reversion 
of the ownership of the railroad and 
paid him $1,200,000 therefor, involv
ing an annual interest charge upon 
this Colon)- of over $40,000; but the 
Colony has derived absolutely no
thing in the way of return for that 
expenditure, in a practical sense. 
Not a new industry has been set on 
foot, which could be clearly claimed 
as a result of that policy; not an 
additional man has secured employ
ment; not an industrial enterprise 
has taken form or shape as a result 

of it, . altho11gh eight years have p 
sed since its adoption. 

as ... 

. The Lyttelton Arbitration, as it 
is l\:nown, or the arbitration on Con ... 
tractor Reid's claim for additional 
rolling stock, etc., resulted in th 
Colony's 11aving to pay nearly $900,~ 
000 as dan1ages. Every year, more
over, we are having large sums charg ... 
ed up against us, to be paid at the 
end of fifty years, for improvements 
to the railroad system, and the 
amount of these bills no man can 
now estimate, further than to say 
they will probably run into millions. 

The Telegraph policy of the late 
Government, we now find, has had 
unexpected and al together disastrous · 
results. The Auditor General, in his 
last report, deals with this subject 
as follows : 

"The f T 1 revenue rom e egraphs, 
" compared with that for 1906-7, 
" shows a slight decrease ( $131.61). 
" It n1ay be gathered from this that 
"this source of revenue has touch
" ed, for ·a time at least, its highest 
''point. This view is strengthened 
" by the fact that the revenue for 
" the current year, as compared with 
"the revenue in 1907-8, is but very 
" little in excess of the latter year, 
"notwithstanding abnormally large 
" receipts during the election period. 

· '' The hope which I at one time en
" tertained that the Telegraph reven
" ue would at least equal its expen
,, diture does not seem to be in the 
'' way of being realised. On the one 
" hand, we find a stationary revenue; 
''on the other, a constantly increas
'' ing expenditure. For 1907-8 the 
'' latter amounted to $78,113. 7 4, ex
" elusive of the Marconi RoyaltieM-s -
" an increase of $16,184.12. For the 
" current year it will be at least 
" $4,000 in excess of what it was in 
'' 1907-8.'' 
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Broauly speaking, then, the position 
is tl1is : 'I'he yearly outlay for Tele
graphs is now about $82,000; the 
Colony receives in revenue therefrom 
about $50,000, lea·ving a deficit of 
$32,000; in other words, it costs the 
Colony over $1.64 for every $1 worth 
of Telegraph business it does. Nor 
does this include the interest on the 
cost of acquiring the Telegraphs 
from Contractor Reid. As we al
ready lrno"\v, the arbitration thereon 
resulted in an a ward to Contractor 
Reid of $1,500,000, and the conting
e11t costs amounted to about another 
$150,000. In addition to that, a cable 
was laid between Canso and Port 
aux Basques, at a cost of $150,000, 
and the Telegraph Syste1n has been 
extended to various parts of the 
country at an additional cost. At a 
rcugh estimate, therefore, our Tele
_graph System cost us $2,000,000, 
,vhich means that the people of this 
Colony are taxed $70,000 every year 
as interest on that amount. Besides 
tl1is, there is now an annual deficit 
of $32,000 in the o:veration of the 
system, so that the Colony is throw
ing away $102,000 every year on this 
linfortunate experiment. Perhaps the 
severest indictment against the Bond 
Telegraph policy is the fact that th·e 
Commercial Cable Company is now 
laying a cable to St. John's, con
necting this city and Colony with 
New York and London direct, and 
giving us the benefit of this connec
tion without cost to the Colony, 
within three or four years after we 
have submerged a cable of our own, 
which now represents the sum of 
$150,000 of the m.oney of the people 
of this Colony thrown into the sea 
and utterly wasted. 

I shall anticipate the criticism 

which may come from the Opposition 

benches with regard to my view of 

this Telegraph experiment. It will 

be said that if these figures, as stat
ed by me, are correct, the a ward 
given to Contractor Reid was an ex
cessive one. In reply to that con
tention, I would point out, in the 
first place, that the a ward was a 
unanimous one, and that the Col
ony's arbitrator, Hon. Edward Blake, 
chosen by Sir Robert Bond himself, 
conct1rred therein. I would point 
out, in the second place, that this 
a ward was justified and endorsed by 
Sir Robert Bond himself in the 
House, two or three years ago, when 
he introduced legislation to pay the 
amount of that avlard, lay the cable 
and extend the telegraphs. I have 
had a statement made showing the 
cost of maintenance of every Gov
ernment office last year, and ~lso the 
receipts, and it shows that in num
erous instances officials are being 
paid salaries many times in excess 
of the earnings or the commercial 
value of the stations. It is not dif
ficult to understand, therefore, how 
it comes that a loss of $32,000 is met 
e\."ery year in the Telegraphs, and 
why the people of the Colony are 
groaning under the burden of this 
unnecessary expense and this evi
dence of political misjudgment. My 
predecessor in office, in the Budget 
Speech of 1905, also justified this 
Telegraph A ward in the following 
words ~ 

" From the completion of th·e Tele· 
" graph System throughout the Is
" land, , its extension to Labrador and 
" the connection with the American 
" continent by a cable across the 
" Gulf, it is anticipated that in a few 
'' years it will largely augment the 

" revenue of the Colony. The inter

" est charges on account of the award 

'' and the extension of the system by 

'' wire and cable will amount to 
" about $70,000." 

• 
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Instead of the· Telegraph System 
augmenting our revenue, it is, on 
the contrary, now proving a drain 
on us to the tune of another $32,000 
Q. year, in loss on operation, besides 
the $70,000 per year of interest, and 
it we had not interfered with the 
Telegraph System at all we would, 
as a Colony, be now nearly $160,000 
a year better off, a sum which rep
resents the interest on four and 
one-half million dollars; that is to 
say, that if we had not gone into 
this Telegraph experiment we would 
be more than able to pay the inter
est on all the branch railways we 
pFopose to build. It is important to 
remember, also, that the reason as
signed for taking these Telegraphs 
f:rom Contractor Reid was that he 
would be able to read everybody's 
messages and tearn all abou·t their 
business affairs. The following facts 
show what little real value there was 
in this argument : 

Out of 116 Postal Telegraph Offices 
in operation on June 30th last, there 
WE}re only 27 earning enough. to pay 
expenses. Of the others, 42 were 
earning less than $100 a year; 30 
more were earning lesa than $200. 
Assuming thllit the Telegraph busi
ness done is virtually all in the form 
of te~-word messages, costing 20 
cents each, it is evident that these 
42 offices handle less than 500 mes
aa,ges a year, or less tban two per 
working day, and that the other 30 
handle under l,000 a year, or slight
ly over three pe:r working day. 

What is true of tll.e Telegraph Sys
tem is, µnfortunately, equally true ot 
the Land Policy of the late Admin
istration. With respect to this, I 
would quote from the last report of 
the .Auditor General, in which he 
pointEi out the very decided decline 
in the receipts of th~ Departruent of 
Agriculture and Mines : 

" As compared with the revenue 
"for 1906-7, a very large decrease 
" vrill be noted in Cr·own Lands Re
" ceipts. This is largely due to the 
" failure of persons holding timber 
" lin1its on lease to pay the rental on 
" tlie said Iiniits. On the 30th of 
" June, 1908, tlle sum of $15,141.64 
" was av.red to the De:partment of 
" Agriculture and Mines on account 
" of rent of timber limits and roy
" alty on timber cut. During the 
"year 1907-8 the sum of $17,447.18 
" v.ras paid into tl1e Department for 
" rents and royalties, so that a little 
" n1ore than half the amount was col
" lected." (Some $5,000 of the $15,-
000 has since been paid). 

It vrill be remembered that one of 
the features of the 1901 Contract was 
the regaining from Contractor Reid 
of 2,550,000 acres of Crown Lands, 
wl1ich he had acquired under the 
1898 Contract, vve paying him 30 
cents an acre therefor, or $850,000 
in all. Allowing for the loss in the 
floating of bonds required to meet 
this payment, this experiment repre
sented an expenditure of practically 
$1,000,000, and an annual interest 
cQ.arge thereon of $35,000. I have 
~ btalned from the Department of 
Agriculture and Mines a statement 
showing the amount of revenue that 
Depart:p:ient has derived each ~rear 

from the particular lands so recov
e~ed from , Contractor Reid, and I 

• find that the amount is : 

1902 • • • • • • • • •• • • • • $1,300~00 

1903 •• • • • • • • • • • • 2,359.00 
• • 

1904 • • . ' • • •• •• • • • • 3,517.00 
1905 •• • • • • • • • • •• • • 2,938.00 
1906 •• • • • • • • • • •• • • 4,963.00 
1907 •• • • •• • • • • ••• • • 4,12Q.00 

1908 • • •• • • • • • • • • • • 3,432.00 

It will be seen from this exhibit 
that in no year of the seven bas the 
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Colony got back much more than 
.about one-tenth of the amount that 
it has to pay every year as interest 
on the cost of these lands. 

In other words, just as the Tele
graph Department expends $1.64 · f()r 
· very $l worth of business, so tl1e 
~and Experiment costs the Colon~r 
$35,ooo a year as interest . on the 

Chase from Reid, and gives ba,ck pur . -~ 
an earning from these lands or 
$3,400. It is apparent, therefore, that 
tl1e annual loss to the Colony from 
this transaction ··s $30,000. My p:e
·decessor, in the Department of Fin
ance, was equally emphatic on m?re 
than one occasion in his declaration 
in fa·ror of the Lan.d Policy of the 
late Administration. I quote one of 
tl1ese stater.o.ents which, in the light 
of the facts I present to-day, will 
be seen to be singularly ill-founded. 
As these lands have been in the 
possession of the Colony now for 
.seven years, it is only fair to assume 
that their ca.pabilities have been 
fairly tested, and when it is seen 
that the amount they yield annually 
is only one-tenth of the interest 
'On what they cost, it must be ad
mitted by everybody .that in n1aking 
this purchase t11e Colony bought a 
"vrhite elephant." During what may 
be called the lumber boom period in 
our history, there was a consider
able expansion in the revenue of the 
Crown Lands Office because of the 
royalty imposed upon lumber cu_t. 
But now thait ·the cut of lumber 18 

declining, the revenue is failing al
so; and in this connection it must 
be remembered that very little lum-
ber has been cut upon the lands we 

Purchased from Con tractor ReiJ, so 

that, consciously or unconsciously, 

the Bona Government was conferring 

a benefit of no small magnitude upon 

Cor1tractor Reid in paying him a 

• 

fair figure or a 
worthless lq,nds • 

lot of apparently 

Yet here s wh·at Mr. Jackman sald 
in this Hotls~ in making the Budget 
Speech of 9Q4 : 

'' Probabl no feature of the Gov
,, ernment's Policy has been the sub-
" ject of so much misrepresentation 
'' as the Pll.r~1hase from Contractor 
" Reid of tl\e lands conveyed to him 
'' by the W :t.n ter Government, under 
" the now tamous Order-in-Council 
" dated 5th l\iarch, 1900. When the 
" Bond Minls · ry assumed office they 
" founa that millions of acres of the 
'' best and Selected lands of the Col
" ony had heen granted Contractor 
" Reid, and tbat in many ·cases the 
" areas gra:Q_t~d did not protect the 
" equitable ighrts of mill owners, 
"squatters Q.l\d others. The Govern
'' ment agreeq to pay Reid $850,000 
" for the lan(ls; on payment of rthe 
" money they were re-assigned to 
" the Colony; the Government · th~n 
" passed the ~mended Crown Lands 
H Act, 1901, 'Vhich imposes a bonus 
" on timber ::treas of $2 Der square 
" mile, $2 a Y~ar rental and 50 cents , . . 
" royalty pet 1 000 feet board meas .. 

' ' "ure, on al1 lumber cut on these 
" areas. Tlle repurc,hase of :these 
" lands and the introduction of tlie 
" neV\r Land Act was a master strok~ 
'' of policy.>• 

The publi~ can now see for them
selves wh:at sort of a master stroke 
this policy was, whtch entails our 
bearing a butden of $35,000 a year 
in interest, bt:tt yields us only $3,300 
a year towq,rds n1eeting that heavy 
obligation. We have practically all 
these lands Y~t Qn our hands, and 

• 
nobody is so noor as to have any--
thing to do 'Vith them, but still we 
must continu~ to pay for all time 
·$35,000 a Y~ar as interest thereon. 
My pre.dece S()r cl\aimed th·at the 
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Iand were repurchased to protect 
lumbermen, mining men and others, 
and to regain areas of valuable land. 
Their small value is now proved, 
and Reid has good cause to con
gratulate himself; while it should 
not be forgotten that at the very 
time tny predecessor was making 
this st3.ltemenrt, in 1904, that ''this 
policy was a master stroke," the re
ceipt from these particular lands, 
bought back from Reid, were only 
$2,350. 

In judging the merits of these three 
items, which represen:t so large a 
proportion of the increase in the 
public debt of this Colony, it is im
portant to remember the declaration 
the late Prime Minister, Sir Robert 
Bond, made in this House in 1901, in 
which he claimed that this Contract 
was wholly and solely his work; 
that the making of it had been left 
to him by his colleagues, and that 
for its merits or demerits he was 
alone responsible. His exact words 
I shall now quote, because this is 
the first time that it has been pos
sible to get the data from the Crown 
Lands Office which would enable us 
to form an estimate of the value 
of his policy in re-purchasing the 
lands, while the landing of the Com
mercial Cable Company's new cable 
at St. John 1s attracts public interest 
to his Telegraph policy, and en
ables us to see wherein a large sum 
of money might have been saved to 
this Colony had no cable been laid. 

He said : " The 
" this measure was 
'' my hands by my 
'' leagues, entailing 
" labor and anxiety 

working out of 
left entirely in 
Executive col
an amount of 
that has placed 

'' my very ordinary resources to a 
'' severe test. I have done my best 
'' for the Colony and I trust it will 
" be acceptable to the people. It 
'' must be remembered that this is 

" not forced legislation, but it is th 
'' result of negotiations that ha\r: 
" extended over some months. These 
" modifications have not been fo:tced 
"from the Contractor by threats· 
"they have re·sulted from prolonged 
"discussion. What I have kept be
"' fore the eyes of the contractor and 
" his learned adviser was this P081-
" tion, that in making a demand for 
" the modification of the Railway 
" Contract of 1898 the Governmerit 
" were not actuated by any feelings 
"save those of a desire to conserte 
"the public _· interest; that the modi
" ft.cations are for the sole purpoae 
'' of bringing them into hartno y 
" vvith him, and thus enabling t e 
'' Government to actively co-operate 
"' in promoting his enterprises, in 
" the success of which the wbot9 
'' Colony will necess.arily participate. 
" This, I take it, is the end that e 
" all have in view. I believe, 
"that if this Bill becomes law 
''will ensure mutual confidence, 

It 

'' operation and a blending of ittt r
" ests as betw~een Government J 
'' Contractor. I look to this mea ~ 

" as removlng all cause for friction 
" between the people of this Col y 
~, and the Contractor, and as ca ... 
" lated to result in a steadier t , 
'' a steadier increase of prospf tt, 
'' and a steadier wage for our w- -
'' ing people. The Contract of 1 8 
'' aro·used the bitterest animotf s 
" between politicians as well as l>~
" tween the people and Mr. R . 
" This Bill, I ·earnestly h·ope, will te
" remove that feeling. It sha.n e 
''my endeavour, at any rate, to -
" tivate this feeling-justice to h 
" other, kindness to each other, e
" spect and honor for each other. 
" Mr. Reid has met the public de
" mand in a manly manner; he has 
" respected the vox populi; he, thete· 
" fore, is entitled to justice, regp t 
'' and honor at the hands of tbe 
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,, public. He relinquishes his title 

,, to the rail way for what he paid 

,, for it ; he might have insisted up

,, on compensation for the loss of its 

"prospective value. He hands back 

,, the lands obtained under the 1898 

"contract for the value of the lands; 
,, he might have insisted upon their 

,, value being fixed by arbitration. 

,, He does this in the interest of 
,, peace and good will, in order to 

"secure the co-operation of the Gov

" ernment and of the peoole of this 

" Colony in making his enterprise a 

" success. Unless I am mistaken as 

" to the character of the peonle of 

'' Newfoundland, he shall receive 

"that co-operation; and if the spirit 

"of the sentiment that I have just 

" e:xpre.ssed is caught up by this 

"House ap.d al)plied, we may look 

"forward to a great and striking 

" and permanent improvement in this 

"Colony before many years have 

"r.olled away." 

I make no criticism of this ex

tract, but m,erely ask this House and 

this country what has been the out

come? Has what Sil" Ro be rt Bond . . 

promised been realized? On the 

contrary, have not the relation! be

tween the Government and the Con

tractor been such as to put the 

hands of the clock back, to stop the 

wheels of progress, and to convert a 

great institution which might have 

been made of immense service in de

veloping the country into a mere 

political football. 

The amount of revenue collected 

!or the I>ast fiscal year wa1 : 

ACTUAL REVENUE FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 1907-8, WHICH ENDED 

ON 30TH IUNE, 1908. 

Customs . . . . . . . . . . • . 
Postal . . . . . . . . . • . . . • 
Telegraphs . . . . . . . . . . 
Crown Lands . . . . . . . . . . 

• 
Fines and Forfeitures . . • . 
Inland Licenses . . . . • • • •• 
Inland Revenue Stamps .. 
1\iunicipal Council . . . . . . 
Express Companies Tax .. 
Broom Dept., Penitentiary. 
F€es, Public Institutions .• 
Whaling Licenses . . . . . . 
Profit on Silver and Bronze 

Coins . . . . . . . . • • • • 

In t.erest on Govt. Credit 
Balances . . • . . . . . . .. 

Bank Tax . . . . . . . . . . . • 
Cable and Telephone Tax. 
Misc~ llaneous . . . . . . • • 

$2.4 72,-07 4 
78,426 
o-0,542 
46,593 

7,167 
5,438 

13,497 
59,335 

2,000 
..• 't" 

8,371 
2#718 

405 

16,291 

20,257 
10,000 
22,426 
13,478 

$2,829,018 
I. 

ESTIMATED REVENUE FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1968-9, WHICH EXPIRES 

ON 30TH OF THIS MONTH. 

Customs (not including 
duty .on coal and water 
ra tea) . . . • . . . . • • . . $2,380 ,577 

Postal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Telegraphs . . . . . . . . . . 

Inland Revenue Stamps .. 

Crown Lands . . . . . . . . . . 

Liquor Licenses . . . . • • . • 
Fines and Forfeitures . . . . 

Broom Dept., Penitentiary. 

Fe.es, Public Institutions .. 

Interest Municipal Debt .. 

Miscellaneous . . . • • • • . 

Coal and Water Rates . . . . 

80,043 

60,210 

13,160 

4:·9,553 

5,372 

4,012 

10,036 

1,647 

47,335 

90,441 

$2,,742,889 
66,300 

$2,·808,689 
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ESTIMATED REVENUE FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 1909-10, WHICH BEGINS 
ON JULY lST. 

Customs (not including 
coal duties and water 
rates) . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Postal . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . 
Telegraphs . . . . . . . . . . 
Inland Revenue Stamp·s .. 
Crown Lands . . . . " . . . . . 
Liquor Licenses· . . . ., . • • • • 

Fines and Forf'eitures • . . . 
Broom Dept., Penitentiary. 
Fees, Public Institutions .. 
Interest Municipal Debt .. 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . ., 

Coal and Water Rates • • • 

$2,516,000' 
85,000 
65,000 

. 15,000 
55,000 

6,000 
5,000 

10,000 
2,500 

55,000 
120,000 

$2,931,000 
69,000 

$3,000,000 

I estimate an unusual sum for 
Miscellaneous, because we propose to 
take steps to collect all outstanding 

. -
amounts due to the Colony. 

It will be seen from these :figures 
that the actual revenue obtained in 
1907-8 was $2,829,018, which was 
an increase of $78,000 over that ob
tained in 1906-7. For the current 
year the figures will probably be 
$2,808,689. Under normal conditions 
a similar increase should be shown, 
but the depression of the past ~"ear 

has arrested this. I believe that all 
of this leeway ·will be made up dur
ing the next twelve months· and that 
a similar adyance will also be made; 
therefore, I estimate the total rev
enue for 1909-10 at $3,000,000. The 
Harmsworth enterprise is: 1 steadily 
expanding, the Albert Reed Com
p·any's enterprise is following in the 
same direction, the Hearst enterprise 
promises to attain as large dimen
sions, and other projects of similar 
character are now being brought in
to existence. 

A well informed writer, Who con
tributed a s.eries of articles to th 
Ev-ening Telegram newspaper at th: 
N.evv Year esti1nated that the Custom* 
re ... .renue for the current year wouI 
sl1ovv a deficit of $250,000, and When 
¥le find tl1at no such deficit has tak
en r)lace but, on the whole, that th& 
revenue has nearly maintained itself 
we are j11stified in concluding that: 
with the resur11ption of prosperou 
conditions wl1ich may be anticipated 
during the coming seas·on, the rev
enue for the fiscal year now about 
to open will be largely augmented, 
and we are hopeful that when next 
a financial presentation has to be 
n1ade to tl1e House a much more en
couraging condition of affairs will be 
revealed. 

The re,rent1e and imports for the 
fiscal year which ended on the 30th 
of June, 1908, were each the largest 
on record. For virtually nine years 
now there has been almost an un
broken augmentation in those figures 
year after year, and though the 
current fiscal year will probably 
sl1ow a decline in the value of the 
exports, yet everybody understands 
the circumstances which have 
brought about this result, and from 
present appearances this condition of 
things will be remedied very shortly 
and the Colony return to the condi
tions which were previously indicat
ed. Only three times in the history 
of the c ·olony have the exports of 
codfish of 1907-8-1,509,269 quintals
been exceeded, but there seems rea· 
son to believe that when the figures 
of the current fiscal year are made 
up it will be found that the export 
for 1908-9 has be en the greatest bJ 
far that has ever been known. Our 
catch last year was so large that 
the congestion in the foreign markets 
made its sale difficult. New . condi· 
tions are now arising and we look 
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forward hopefully to a substantial 
betterment this year. This is a mat
ter for congratt1lation, because the 
roost s~ri~ing fact in our financial 
progress is that the prosperity of 

Year 
1899-00 
1900-01 
1901-02 
1902-03 
1903-04 
1904-05 
1905-06 
1906-07 
1S07-08 

Total Exports 
8,627,576 
8,359,978 
9,552,525 
9,976,504 

10,381,987 
10,669,342 
12,086,276 
12,101,161 
11,815,769 

The Foreign Trade of the Colony 
for 1907-8 was as follows : 

Imports . . . . . . . . . . $11,516,111 
Exports . . . . . . . . . . 11,815, 769 

Total .. • • • • • • • • $23,331,880 

In tl1e preceding year the figures 
'vere as follows : 

Imports • • •• 

Exports • • • • 

Total • • •• 

• • • • 

• • •• 
. 

• • • • 

' 

• • 

• • 

• • 

$10,426,040 
12,101,161 

$22,527,201 

Tl1is hows a total increase of 
$804,679. It will be noted, of course, 
that this statement applies to the 
fiscal year which ended twelve 
months ago, and when it is remem
bered that the first mutterings of 
the storm of financial and economi
cal depression which beset the Col
ony during last fall and winter 
were then being heard, it is gratify
ing to riote that the imports into 
the Colony increased from $10,426,-
040 in 1906-7 to $11,516,111 in 1907-8 
-an increase of $1,090,071. The im
ports represent the purchasing pow-

the Colony the past ten years is due . 
mainly to the increased value of our 
codfish. The follo'\\ring table gives 
the value of our fishery exports and 
the value of the other exports : 

Fishery Exports 
7,015,964 
6,907,949 
7,356,881 
7,807,971 
8,535,087 
8,724,275 

10,117,951 
10,058,052 

7,798,350 

er of a people 
fact that we 
\vor"th of goods 
1908, than we 

Other Exports 
1,611,611 
1,452,029 
2,195,643 
2,168,533 
1,846,810 
1,945,067 
1,969,325 
2,043,169 
2,017,419 

' and, therefore, the 
imported $1,000,000 
more uo 
had the 

to June, 
• previous 

twelve months, must be taken as an 
evidence of the assured financial po
sition of the trade and the people, 
and of the progressiveness and en
terprise of those engaged in carry
ing on the business of the country in 
its various aspects. The exports, on 
the other hand, as will be seen, de
clined from $12,101,161 to $11,815, 769 
-a decre·ase of $285,392 . 

This was, of course, due to the 
downward tendency in the price of 
our sta·ple product, and I think the 
House will agree with me that it is 
a matter of congratulation that the 
decline was not greater. It is im
possible, in view of our Customs out
ports being in many cases so remote 
and the computations having to be 
undertaken afterwards, to supply ev
en an approximate estimate of what 
the value of the imports and ex
ports for the current twelve months 
will be, but there is reason to . hope, 
in view of the manner in which the 
revenue maint_ained its~lf, that the 
fears of a very marked decline in 
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bo branches of ou commerce will 
fortunately not be realized and that 
while the price of codfish declined 
oon idera ly last fall and the ex
ports may show a fa ling off thereby, 
the value of th·e imports will be 
maintained. All the facts augur well 
for a rebound to the condition of in-

.-, 

creasing revenue which had been the 
experience for nearly ten years 
previously, and I hope that when 
next I am called upon to address 
the House on financial questions I 
may· find myself in a position to as
sure the representatives of the peo
ple that Newfoundland has regained 
her old position in this respect. 

I have already shown that o t of 
the .$500,-000 to ·the credit of the 
Colony, which is h.eld as a reserve 
in the Bank of Montreal, $317 ,OOG is 
attributable to the Winter Govern
ment, and that· only $183,000 is at
tributable to the Bond Government. 
In other words, the Bond Govern
ment ove -expended during the cur
rent fiscal year a sum in excess of 
all the money that they put to the 
credit of the Colony's Reserve Fund 
during their eight years in office. 
This $500,000 has been described in 
this House more than once as a 
nest egg. If a demand were mad.e 
upon it to-morrow to respond · to the 
indebtedness directly caused by our 
predecessors during the past year or 
two, the greater portion of it would 
be dissipated, and practically no
thing would remain a a safeguard 
to the Color1y against any financial 
calamities. As an examnle of fin
ancing, it ts important to remember 
that, while this $500,000 only bring 
the Colony n 3 per cent. per an
num, the temporary loans raised by 
the late Government have carried 
4 8-4 per cent., so that the Colony 
has been losing 1 3-4 per cent. on 
a the money our predeces or have 

raised by temporary loans in thf 
manne . It is regrettable to find th 
Colony faced with this situation Pae , r-
ti cu la r l y vvhen we reflect what mlgh 
have been done with all the aboun .. 
i11g revenues which have been receiv
ed of late years, and what measure 

f 
. 8 

o economic value might have bee . n 
1na ugurated for our peoI>le with the 
funds at the disposal of our prede
cessors, i11stead of wl1ich enormous 
sums have been frittered a way on 
projects that have come to nothing 
and on visionaries to set on foot 
scheme·s fore-ordained to cotI,p e. 
It must be remembered, also, that 
the increased revenue obtained of 
late yea.rs have not been derived in 
any degree from anything our _ 
decessors did to promote the mater 
or industrial welfare of our people, 
because it is imoossible to point 
a single undertaking directly g.ttrt 
utable to them, which has resulted in 
creasing any industrial development 
whereby our people as a class have 
benefitted. 

Our prosperity has been due c 
ly to the steadily increasing price 
for our fishery products, as ithe -
ue of our other exports has not 
creased in proportion, anJ the In
creased revenues have been et!ected 
by the constantly increasing price of 
woollens, textiles and other fab , 
which enter largely into use am 
ou people, and which pay an 
valorem duty, so tha the doubli 
price which these commodities 
derwent in the English, Can 
and American markets has ~ 

in their contributing to the Te~ n 
of the Colony nearly twice the amo 
forn1erly obtained for them. TJJe 
creased purchasing power of 
people, through the better retur 
cured for fish and fishery prod. 
has likewise materially oont.rlt> 
to enlarge the revenue. 
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A gratifying feature of the pre
sent situation of the Colony is the 
increasf'd prosperity of our neople, as 
evidenced by their savings. The 
amount on deposit in the Newfound
land Savings Bank on the 31st of 
December last was $2,631,450.48* 
which was an increase of $203,520.31 

0 -ver the previous year. The amount 
in the Savings Deuartments of the 
three Canadian banks doing business 
here was $2,547,420.31. In addition 
to this there were also lodged in 
these banks deposits bearing interest 
:and payable after notice, which may 
properly be regarded ~s savings or 
investments of our people of tl1e sum 
cf $3,273,697.02. This makes an ag
gregate of amounts, fairly describ
able as the savings of our people, of 
$8,452,467. Of the Public Debt of the 
Colony, moreover, debentures to the 
amoun.t of $2,924,259 are held by 
local investors, V{hile the reserve val
uation on life insurance policies is 
$1,014,000. This makes a total amount 
held by our peorJle pf $12,390, 726 in 
the shape of reserves, investments 
and savings, and is, I think, an evi
dence of the stability of our econ
omic and financial fabric. It may 
be of interest to remarlr that the 
amount in the Savings Bank is now 
closely approaching to that which 
was there before the Crash, and that 
there is besides virtually as mu.ch 
more in the Canadian banks doing 
business here, while the ordinary 
business transactions of these banks 
would probably represent nearly three 
times the amount of those under
taken by the Commercial and Union 
Banks in the heyday of their 1>·ros
perity. 

Another circumstance worthy of 
note is the fact that the Post Office 
Department during the past fiscal 
Year issued and paid money orders to 
the value of nearly one million dol
lars. 

Still another encouraging fact ls 
that ninety-three vessels of 3,338 tons 
were built in the Colony during 1908 
and that twenty-two other vessels r of 
2,185 tons were purchased abroad for 
the purposes of our trade and regis
tered in the Colony, exclnsive of the 
new sealing steamers. Of these there 
were four-the Flortzel, the Beothic, 
the Bellaventure and the Bonaventure 
-and they represent an investment 
of almost t;hree-quarters of a. million 
dollars ($750,00()), the greater por
tion of which is held in the Colony. 

From all of these facts it is very 
evident that there is nothing in the 
economic or financial situation of the 
Colony at present to cause any ap
prehension. The country has been 
prospering, and will, I ho )e and be
lieve, still continue to prosper., 

Our business men are showing no 

hesitation at venturing. into new un

dertakings; our local investors are 

as keen as ever; outside capitalists 

are readier than before to embark 

in large projects amongst us. It is 

vrith the confidence born o:f these 

facts that I invite the House now, 

sir, to address itself to the consid

eration of the question of finalizing 

our fiscal proposals. 

I thank you, Mr. Speaker, and the 

House for the patient and indulgent 

. hearing you have given me; and I 

trust that I have satisfied you and 

them with - this presentation of our 

financial affairs. The vrinted State• 

ments of the public accounts are o . 

your desks, so I shall not trespass 

on your time by reading them, con

tenting myself with renewing my op

ening motion, that the House now 

resolve itself into Committee of the 

Whole on Ways and Means. 

• 
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Dr. Statement of Current ·Account of the Government 

Customs Duties, St. John's and 
Outports . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,436,937 .56 

. Light Dues, St. John's and Out-
ports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,_ .. 

. Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . 

Total Customs Revenue .. 
Postc"l RevE-nue . . . . . . . . • • 
Telegraph Revenue . . . . . . . . 
Crown Lands . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Stamp Reven ua . . . . ., . . . . . 
Liquor Licenses ......... . 
Fines and Forfeitures . . . . . . 
Broom Department . . . . . . . . 
Fees, Institutions . . . . . . . . 
Municipal Tax . . . . . . . . . . 
A. A. Telegraph Tax . . . . . . · .. 
Interest on Credit Balances .. 
Imported Silver . . . . . . . . . . 
Municipal Council's Contribu-

tion to Fire Dept. . . . . . . . . 
Bank Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Reid Nfid. Express Tax . . . . 
Carbonear Water Co. . . . . •• 
Harbor Grace Water Co. . . . . 
Imported Copper . . . . . . . . . . 
Life Insurance Assessment .. 
Insurance Co's Tax . . . . . . . . 
Grand Bank for Interest . . . . 
Special Loan Account Museum 

and Hospital . . . . . . . . . . 

25.,699.16 
9,437.88 

$78,426.19 
50,542.19 
46,593.37 
13,497.17 

5,438.30 
7,167,10 
8, 731.57 
2,718.65 

47,335.64 
22,466.23 
20,257.97 
15,914.36 

12,000.00 
10,000.00 

2,000.00 
1,260.80 

548.00 
377.23 
313.53 
250.00 
209.10 

64,354.00 

• 

$2,4 72,07 4.59 

Sundry Miscellaneous Receipts- 10,896.80 421,298.20 

Total Current Revenue .. 
Repayment on Account Surplus 

Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Repayment on Account 

cultural Bonus . . . . . . 

• • • • 
Agri-
• • • • 

92,894.04 

3,171.77 

$2,._893,37 2.79 

96,065.81 

$2,989,438.60 
Examined by me and found correct. 

F. C. BERTEAU, C. & .A.. G. 

of ·Newfoundland for the Financial Year 1907-8. ··er. ----- ----- --·--
Expenditure under the following Heads : 
Head !.-Interest, etc., Public 

Debt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Head II.-Civil Government .. 
riead III.-Pensions . . . . . . .. 
Head IV.-Administration of 

Justice . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • • 
Head V.-Legislation . . . . . . 
Head VI.-Education . . . . . . 
Head VII.-Public Charities .. 
Head VIII.-Lighthouses . . . . 
Head IX.-Agriculture & Mines 
Head X.-Marine and Fisheries 
Head XI.-Roads, Bridges and 

Ferries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Hea.d XII.-Postal and Tele

graph Departn1ents . . . . . .. 
Head XIII.-Customs . . . . . . 
Head XIV.-General Cantin-

g encies . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 
Head XVI.-Coal and vVater 

Refunds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Audit P. .... ct Account Museum and 
Hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Surplus-Revenue in Excess of 
E .. '+. xpena1l.ure . . . . . . . . . . 

Expenditure on Account of 
..c\.griculaural Bonus . . . . . . 

Expenditure 011 Account of 
Surplus Trust . . . .. . . . . . . 

E. 1\J. JACKl',JA_N, 

$870,497 .12 
162,000.21 

11,941.02 

188,280.66 
34,415.77 

250,870.55 
242,719.68 

68,080.06 
19,709.66 
82,510.57 

180,508.35 

431,985.80 
146,554.93 

30,565.19 

65,195.77 

64,354.00 

3,171.77 

92,894.04 

$2,850,189.34 

43,183.45 

$2,893,372. 73 ________________ ,. 

96,065.81 

$2,989,438.60 

Ministe ... of Finance ai1d Customs. 
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Dr. ... -, Balance Sheet... '.£reasury 

Revenue, viz. : 

On Current Account . . . . . . $2,893,372. 79 
On Loan and Tru~t Accounts.- 96,065.81 

Loan 5th, Edward VII., Cap. I. 
Temporary Loans., Bank of 

l\fontreal ·. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bank of Montr.eal 

Accounts . . . . . . 
General 

• • • • • • • 

Ban}c of Montreal Trust Ac-
cot1nts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Harbor Grace Water Co. Loan 

Public Debt, viz : 
4. per cent. Lo:ans . . . . . . 8,015,729.53 
3 1-2 per ce:nt .. Loans .. ... 13,065,546.66 
3 per ~ent .. Loans . . . . . . 1~581,666.66 

-. - ~ 

$2,989,438.60 

272,000.00 

217,35~.oo 

2,998.52 
, 

662,105.28 
13, 700.00 

22,662,942~85 

$23,831,100.65 

Extl.1llined by me and found correct~ 

F. C B.E~TEAU, . C, . &. A. G. 

' 

..1\.cconut 1907-1~08. Cre 
- x • -

Expenditure, viz. : 
On Current Account . . . . . . $2,785,835.34 
On Loans, Surplus, Trust 

and Audit Act . . . . . . . . 160,419.81 
Revenue in excess of Expen-

diture . . . · . . · · · · • • • • 

Redemption 'fen1porary Loan 
from Ban.tr of JVIontreal un
der Loan 5th Ed. \TII., Cap. I. 

Temporary Loan, Banlr of 
Montreal . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Loan 5th, Edward VI:I., Cap I. 
Loan and 'I'rust Accounts : 

Agriculture Bonus . . . . . . 
Loan 61 Vic., Cap. I. . . . . 
Surplus Trust . . . . . . . . 
Redemption Debentures ... 
Reserve Fund . .. . . . . . . . . 

Govt. Investment Hr, Grace 
Vlater Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Loan under Sundry Acts .... 

E. M. JACKMAN, 

43,183.45 

$12,596.13 
10,000.00 

139,109.13 
400.02 

500,000.00_ 

• 

$2,989,438.60 

272,000.00 

217,354.00 
2,.998.52 

662,105.28 

13,700.00 
22,662,942.85 

$28,831,100.65 

Minister of Finance and Customs. 

~ 
0 
q 
Ul 
tij 

0 
1-rj 

~ 
t/l 
(/J 

t-4 
~ 
td 
t"' 
~ 

~ 
pj 
0 
() 
w 
tt1 
~ 
H z 
Q 
(/l 
• 

........ • ~~ 



• 

130 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

MR . . S~EAKER left the C:h·air. 

·MR. PARSONS took the ·Chair of 
the Com·mittee. 

MR. SPEAKER resu·med the ·Chair. 

The ·Chairman fro.m th.e Commi1t
tee reported th·at tih.ey h.a.d ,consldere·d 
t 1he matte,r to· th·em r·eferred, passed 
ce·r.tain resolutions, recommended the 
introduction of a Bill to give effect 
the·reto, and asked leav·e· to ,sit again. 

Or:(l·ere·d that th.i·s reporit .be re·ceiv
ed, whereupon the Bill, entitled. ''An 
Act to am:end the Revenue Act, 
1905,'' wa·s introdu.ced and read a 
first time, :referred to co·mmittee of 
th·a Whole1 and adopted wit1h amen1d .. 
men t, read :a thir·d time an1d passe·d; 
and it was ord1ere·d that it be en.
grosse·d, being entiitled as above, 
and sent to th·e Legislative Coun·cil 
wlth a message· re.q·u,esting their 1con
cur.ren·ce in its1 provisions. 

COMMITTEE OF WHOLE ON 

SUPPLY. 

.Pursuant to order, 1an.d on mo~tion 

of rthe Hon. Minister of Finance and 
Custom·s, th.e House re·solve·d itself 
into Co.mmittee ·of the Whole on 
Supply. 

MR. 1SPEAKER lef1t the ·Chair. 

MR. PARSONS took th·e Ch1air of 
C·oimmittee. 

THE HON. MiINISTER OF FI
NANCE We ·a1r.e asking the1 House 
fo.r the su·m of $4,000 to be :han·ded 
over to the :So·ci-ety for the Preven
•tion of ·Con.sumption; also ·the sum 
of $3,000 1for ;certain vreliminary sur
veys in connection with thei ,build
ing of a certain .bvan·ch rail way; also 
the ·sum ·of ,$15,000 for a 1p.ubli.c 1build
ing at Harbor 1Gr·ace. T!he building is 
to .be used, I un·d.erstand, ·for a ·Court 

House. Th.e bt1il1ding erected ,by the 
A1dministration was ·constdered too 
inad1equate and the present Govern. 
ment .pro.mised to erect a bu·iidino 

~ 

there !that would .be, ·a ·credit to the 
Colony and th.e people· of Harbor 
Gra·ce .as ·we11. 

MR. SP1EA.K1ER resumed the Chair. 

The ·Chair.m,an, from the Colllllntt.. 
tee·, reiported that th,ey had ·consld
ere·d the· ·maitter to th·em re.f erred and 
adopted certain resolutions. 

Order·eid that thi.s report be1 ·adopt

ed. 

The said r.esolutions were then 
rea·d a firsrt time. 

Tb.e s.ai-d resol11tion.s being read a 

s~e·cond tim·e1 ·an·d it was :moved that 
th·e House concur with the Commit
tee ther.ein, an1d rthe said ,re·solutions 
were agreed to. 

COMMITTEE OF1 \VHOJ_JE ON 
EDUCATION R .ESOLUTIONS. 

Purs·uan t to or,der ·and on motion 
of the Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Hous·e resolved its.elf 
tee o.f the Whole on 
Resolutions. 

in\to ·Commtt
the Edu·catton 

MR . . SPEAKER I.eift the Chair. 
• 

MR. P'.ARSONS took the ·Ch·air of 
Com·mittee. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER T.he resolutions before the 
Com1mittee ask for .an in.crease of 
$ 3 O, O O O for ed u 1cationa·l purposes, as 
follows: 

1. $6,000 additional to the grant 
for ·what is known as ''de·!tituite lo-

calities. '' 

2. $20,000 additional for the aug
mentation of the salari.es o.f teach· 
ers. 
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3. $4,000 to gu·aTa.n)tee the inter
est of $10,000 whi1ch .su·m would b.e 
expen·d·ed by th·e Boards in the ·erec
tion of hygie·ni.c sc.hool ·buildings. 

~v1R. ·CLIF.T I am entirely 1in ac
c~rtl with the additional vote for 
edu·ca.tional purpose·s. As !has. al-

• 
ready b.ee·n explained by ith·e hon. in-
troducer of th1e Bill, it is ·ch.iefly 
with the obj.ect of supplying money 
fo.r destitute ·Pl(a·ces and tfor th.at re1a
son i\t has my warmest su,p.port. It 
is only those of us· ·who v.i'sited. those 
destitu.te places w·ho know the n,eeds. 
I could name numbers of places in my 
own constituen·cy of Twillingate 
where th.e nee·d for Edu1crution i1s very 
great. In c1e1rtain parts of this di's·
tri-ct the ·people we·re u tte:rly w.ithou1t 
any -educati1on1al advantages w'hat
ever, .and ·w:hilst I a:m not opp·osed to 
grants for Higher Education I would 
not support any :further vote for 
Higher Edu,cation until all the 
smaller s-e1ttle1ments w.ere equipped 
with up·-to-date schools ,an.d tea·chers. 
There sho11ld .be el1e1mentary schools 
esta·blish·ed in all these lo·calities, 
before· one dollar w·as expend·ed on 
Higher Education. I am pl1e·ased that 
the resoluti·on·s have this o.bject in 
vie·w, an1d that better provision is to 
be 'm1ade for t·he tea·chers in ad·dition 
to th-e· $6,000 for .desti\tute ;plac,es .. I 
hope that tlh1e Ins·pectors ·w~ll see 

I 

th·at this money is. exp-ende·d to the 
beist 1ad·vantag.e; and I have no 
doubt th'e'Y w1ill. Edu·cation i's the 
crying need of the moment, and I 
.recognize that the House .is voting as 
larg.e a sum 1as. it was. justified in do
ing. T'he vote for Edu·cation is now 
up to a very considerable amount, 
and ithis .House ·would not be ju.stified 
in in·crea;sing it .furth·e·T 'at the pres
ent time. ·I a·m still strongly of the 
opinion that ,befor.e moneys are voted 
for Higher E·d1ucation all elem.entary 

schools ·should b,e equi·pped and sup
plie·d with tea·chers. I !ha·d much 
pleasure in supporting the resolu
tion. 

MR . . SPEAKER resum.e.d the Cha.ir. 

The Ch:a-irman, from the Co1mruit
tee·, reported. that th.ey 'had consider
e·d the matter to them referred and 
adop·ted ·certain resolutions; and 
recommended the introdu1ction of a 
bill to give ·e·ffect thereto. 

Or·dered that this r,e:port 1be re,ceiv
e-d, whereu·pon. 1the ·bill entitled, ''An 
A·ct .further to amend the 'E,du,cation 
Act, 1903," was introdu;ce1d 1and 
read ·a first and se·cond time, ref,e·r
re·d to Committe·e of 1the Whole and 
adopted without 1amen·dment, reaid a 
third ti.me an.d passed; and it :was or
d·e·r,e,d that i't be engross·ed, .being en
title·d a·s 1abo·v·e, and that it be sent to 
th·e Legislative Cou·n 1cil ·with a :me·s
sage requesting their ,con.curren·ce in 
its provisions. 

DOCUMENTS TABLED 

'THE HON. MINI1STER OF AGRI
CULTURE AND M,INES laid upon the 
table of th·e House: 

Report of Dep.artment of Agri1cul
ture and Mines. 

Report of .Boar,d of Ag~f.cultu.re. 

Re·port of C. A. Zavitz on .Experi
men,tal Farm. 

Report of T.homas Howe, C:hief 
Fire War·den . 

Report of James P. Howley, F.·G .. S., 
Dire·ctor Geol1ogical Surveys, with 
plan. 

Return of Crown 
issue,d. 

Lands 
't 

" . 

Grants 

Return of Timber Lie ens.es issued. 

Return of Min·ing Lircenses ls·sued. 
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R ·e·tu.rn of 99-Y·ear Lease·s issued. 

Return of F 'ee Simple: J\1:ining 
Gr~n ts issued .. 

~ 

QlJESTIO~JS ANSWERED 

TI-IE IION. PRIME MIN.ISTER
In reply to the hon. 1n·ember of St. 
John's East, l\.ir. Kent, I would say 
that I l1ave re·cei'ved per;mission to 
table the corresponidence aske·d for 
by him. bl1t i!t ·will take some time to 
be ·copi·ed, a·n·d will ·probably not be 
tabled .before Thursday afternoon. 

MR. CLIFT I beg to ·Call atten
tion to the fact tha!t I ·have not yet 
recei,yed a.n.y ar1swer t1-1 my req t1est 

for statements from e.ither the 
1Viinis·te1-- of Public Works or the Min
ister of !viarine and F..,isheries. 

TI-:IE MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
yvoRKS-In .reply I be·g to say that 

' 

the 1Cl~rks in ·my d·e·partm.ent are 
. . 

ov·erworkeq at present, but th1at ·th·e 
statement a;sked for ·will be :rea:dv in . ., 

a few ·da.ys, and ·w.ill be lai1d on the 
ta,bl·e of the· House. 

:Th.:IR. ·CLIFT I am anxious Jor 
certajn staten1~nts, an·d· the. M·inister 
of Public \!Vorks told me 1at the time 

• 
vv·l1en I asked for the statement that 

• • 

it v,ras 11one -of .my .bu,siness. I:t is my 

bu.sin e·ss and th1e business of any 
111eru lJer of this I-louse· to get any in
formation w.hich may be a·ske.d .for. 

. ' .. . . . . 

It v1a3 ·mo'1"ed and seconded that 
·vvl1en the Ho11se r.ises it adjourn till 
to-n1orrow, Wed.nes·day, June 9th, at 

• 

three o'.clock in the afternoon. 
\ . 

Tl1e II01u.se the11 adjourned accor.d
ipgly. 

WEDNESDAY, June 9th. 

Th·e Frouse met at three of the 
cio::k i.n the arternoon, pursuant to 
adjo1.Irnment. 

G·eorge Ro·be·rts, Esq., one or th 
mer11bers retur11·e·d for the ·district ; 
Twillingate; a11·d Hen.ry J.. Earl: 
Esq., r.o.en1l)er retur11ed for the d. t 

tri~t of Fogo, ~avfng niade and 8:~ 
s·cr1be·d the oatn of allegiance· before 
Ho11. ·Geo. Skelton, one of His Ex l ee _ 
l,ency's Commissioners appointed for 
the p11rpose of administrating tile 
san1e·, took the.ir seats accordingly. 

PETITIONS PRESENTED 

HON. l\1R. E:\1:ERSON I ask leave 
to ·present a petition from the Re .. 
Th-1. G. 1Sears and others of Hermitage 
Bay and Ba~' .d 'Espoir, pr:aying that 
tl1is Iiouse an1end th·e law passed 
during the se·ssion of 19 06 in ieonne~ 
If.ion ·with th·e Cro .. wn Land of this 
Colony. T:he A.ct ref er.red to was 
lrnoV\Tn as the Saw Mill Restriction 
A·ct artd was pas:se.d for the purpose 
of pre·ventng u.nauthoriz·e·d ;person 

from ere·cting sa:w mills on reserved 
lia11d1s an·d ~utting 1t in1ber from the 
sai.d area,s to the disa·dvantage of the 
fisl1.er1111er1 of the ·country. The ftnt 
se1ctio11 of that Act pro·v·ided that 
any person who 'had in operation i 
saw mill for the purpose of manu-

' 

fa·cturi11~ miaterial for the making of 
barrels for the fishery requirements, 
such as staves or headings, or for the 
ir1alring of s.11ingles, lo bs1ter laths or 
lobster boxes prior to th.e· 3 lst day of 

-
~vT.arch, 19 0 6, and w·hos~ whole cut of 
timber for otl1er pu.rposes .did not 
ex·ceed ten thousand feet, .board 
meas11re, in an}" one 

• 
lice11se under lth.e 
certain ·con.d.i tions. 
were: { 1) that the 

y·e·ar, obtain a 
A·ct subject to 

These .conditions 
ap·pli·cation m:ust 

be made by a bona fid·e ,fisherma , 
wh.o would be entitle·d to an anntt 
lcense u11on .his application coll't&in
ing s11ch .facts as the situation a.1ld 
.capacity of :his mil,1; ( 2) that re-; 

• 
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.rns shol1ld l;e made to the Depart
en.·t of Agri1c11ltur.e an·d Mines, as 

eaairej, showing the quantities of 
/ -

umber sawn an·d dis.posed of; ( 3) 
be preve11tion by the licensee of 1all 
n.necessary destr·u.ction of ,growing 
in1ber a,n_d the ex·ercise by h1im o·f a 

unervision to prevent ithe spread of 
;. 

res; ( 4) the right of the licensee 

0 cut timber f ·DJ' his r11ill on an u11 . 

ccupie·d Crov.rn land free from rent 
r ro3ralt"Jr; and ( 5) the righ!t of the 
icensee to pur·chase logs or junks cut 
1non ungranted or unlicense.d Cro;wn 
·l 

an·ds and to m·a11facture ~he same 
into shingl,es, lob'ster lath·s, or lob-
ter boxes, upon paymen1t of a royal

ty of ten cents ,per thousand on all 
shingles man ufa;ctured in or by .h.is 
mill. The second section of this re
striction Act pre\rented a11.y i)erson 
from .cutting any timber or p·urchas
ing tirn ber on an ungran t!e·d or 
Crown la11ds under a penalty of 
twenty doila,rs f.or e'{rery tree so cut 
unless the person was acting under 
the a11thority of s·e1ction one ·Of the 
Act or the h.old.er of a timber license. 
This restri-ction law was regartded, by 
the petitio11ers "'~ho live in all parts 
of I-Ie.rmi·tage .Ba3r an·d Bay d'Es·poir 
as a gre1at hardship, for not only ·di.d 
it prevent con1petition, which was so 
desirable in those ·cases, but it placed 
ttem in the position of ob·taining for 
their labor a lesser st1m than they 
thoaght they were entitle·d to. I am 
informe.d ·that the reasons which led 
to the enaictment of this .restriction 
law were, th1at some parties ;ha·d 
been in the habit of placing large 
P<>rtable mills on ungranted and re
served lands, whi·C'h, of ·Course·, must 
have the effe·ct of .den u·ding the three
mile limit of ev·e·ry stick of its tim-
ber, ·within a very short time, and 
Without any return to the Colony, be-

.sid·e·s being unfair to those operating 
under legal title. This, of 1course, 
wa·s V·e·ry undesirable, but there :was 
no reason whateve.r why small licen
ses on the thre·e mile limit should 
not be gran1te·d, ·with .certain restric
tions, s·u.ch as the providing ·for fur
nishing statistics an·d, if ne·cessary, 
th.e· imposing of a small royalty. I 
feel sure that the House will see the 
injus,ti·ce of this position, and amend 
t'he 11a·w in such a imanner as to meet 
the requir·e·ments of the p·etitioners. 
I could not too ·strongly urge upon 
the I-louse the •position taken .by the 
petitioners, who ·did not go so far as 
to ask to be put in ·the .same 1posi
tion as th·e·y ·were prior to th·e passing 
of the 1906 A·ct, but they respectful
ly asked the Legislature to ·amend 
the second section of the· R·e·stric
tion A·ct, and to allow them the right 
to obtain s·mall li-censes subject to 
limitations 1an1d restri·ctions such as 
;he :had already ·mentioned. I be·g 
to move that th,is p.etition ·be .referred 
to the Department of Agric·ullure 
and lVIine·s for consideration. 

THE HON. THE PRIME' MINIS
TER There is a .great ·deal in ·what 
the 'hon. m·ember has said as reg.ards 
that part of the· 1coun try in which 
thos·e· fishermen reside. The law, how
ev·er, which was enacted in 1906, 1was 
a ·valuable one, ·especially for . 1the 
northern bays, an·d it wias for the 
pu·r·pose of preventing the three 
mile area .from b·eing ·entirely denud
ed of its wealth of forest that ·that 
A·ct ·was pas·se,d. It had ·be·com·e a 
1·egular danger to the people residing 
in the northern districts, th·e' fear of 
having all this ·wood ·cut out by par
tie.s who had timber limits ·of their 
own under ·Crown grants, but who 
pr·eferrel to cut 10.n the 1three mile 
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li I}J it an.d other areas rather than on 
th·eir o:wn. The first amendment to 
the la"\\T was i11 making a penalty for 
a11y person who· bou1ght tim.ber cut 
on Crown land, if holding grants 
from the Crow·n h.imself. T;ha·t ·had 
at fi.rst seeme.d a ,r.e•ry peculiar enact
.r11ent, b·ut it .had been one :way of 
stopping ·cu·tting on th1e· thre.e-mile 
limit. This three mile limit was kept 
for the fis:h·e·rme·n and liviers around 
tl1e ·coast, but, unfortunately, every 
day_ made it of le·ss vialue, owing to 
the quantity of woo1d whi·ch was being 
cut. No 011e had a ,rig·ht at ·comm.on 
la.w to cut timber there; it was a 
pre.s·c;riptive· r:ight that th.e people 
eould go in, without rtg:ht or license 
and -cut on Crown lan·ds, .but that ,a 
bona fide farn1er who wante.d ma
terial for dom·e·sti·c pur·poses s·hould 
be hindered by it in any way was· a 
different ·th:ing. The r ·eigion wh.en·ce 

· the petition ·cwme w.as one where th·e 
oper1ation·s of the Act might worl{ 
n1ore seriously than exp·e:cte1d by the 
introd11.cers. I think the int·roduc·er 
of the measure has ·done ·wisely in 
referring :it to the Deprurtme·nt of 
Agric.ulture and Mine.s, an.d an en·
q uiry ·could be .made· as. to how that 
legi.slation affe,cted the peo·ple of For
tur1e Bay. Th·e1re they did not depen·d 
as in u.:ch on ·wood for .domestic :pur
poses :as they di.d in the north, 
where cutting fi1re wood not alone for 
themselves, but al.so for sale· in. St. 
Joh.n's, 'had become an industry in 
itself. Th·e' department woul·d be 
v.rell employed in maktng an enquiry 
so that the grievance com1plained of 
would be reme.died, if it coul.d be·, at 
the next S·e1ssion of ·the House. 

It ·was or·dered that th·e petition be 
re·ce'ive·d ·and refer.red to Depart-
1nen t of Agri1culture an·d Min.es. 

1\1Il. P ARSOt~S-I beg leave to pre
sent a petition from His Lordship 

Bishop ~1Iarcl1, Rev. Canon Noel . and 
res1c1ents of B1--y.ante.' Cove, on th 

h · f 1 rn.. e su_"' Jcct ? .a rear . i ne r1ecessity er 
tl11s ·v'\'o r K is v-ery· great, as tJ1e road 
vvhicI1 at one place r11ns by- the Side 
of a <;liff, is ve1~y dangerous. The 

cost of doing the work required 
principally the \\tidening of the road: 
'\iVould not be very large, probably not 
rr.1 .ore than $120, as I think it would 
be possible to purchase the neces
sa.ry land for ·v1ide:1i11g for $50, while 
the labor w--0uld not call for a very 
large expenditure. I have much 
pleas11re i11 s11pporting the prayer 
of the petition. 

IVIIt. SEYIVIQljR-I 11eartily sup
fJcrt tl1e :'.:-r etition. Tl1e road is an 
in1portant one, and during the win
ter is VQry r1a11gerol1s. It is the con
n.ecting read. to the cemetery and the 
people, to get there, 11.ad to leave 
tl1e roa(l, o"\ving to its dar1gerous con .. 
cliticn, a .. 11d trespass on private land. 

It v1as ordered that this petition 
lJe referre(1 to th,e department to 
"\Vhich it relates. I 

J\1R. SQtJIRES-I as1:: leave to pre
sent a petitior1 from Josiah Drodge 
an.d others, of rrrinity Bay, in con
nection with road matters there. I 
hav·e n1uch pleasure in supporting
lt. 

It vv·~ts ordered that this petition 
be referr ed. to· t11e de1Jartment tt 
"\Vl1icl1 it relates. 

MR. SBJYl\rIOUR-I asl{ leave to 
present a netition from tl1e inhabit
a11ts of Harbor Grace, on the sub
ject of widening a lane wl1ich leads 
frorn Ga,rland Street to Water Street. 
''.rhis leads to the cemetery and rail
way station, and is very much used, 
and it is very necessary that lt 
should be improved. 

!viR. PARSONS-I am in hearty ac
cord with the prayer of the petition. 
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he road is now too narro"\\I~ for co1n
or~, r"r1d it is ad·visable, for the 
a lrc of th·e safety of the town, to 
fl.]re a g·oo<l fire-brealr there. 
It "\VD.S ordered that this petition 

18 referred t() the department to 
. •t l t \rh1ch I re a ... es. 

TI-IE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
rARY-1 asl{ leave to present a pe
ition from the inb_abjta11ts of Chap
J .A.r111, Norrrran's Co1-e and Long 

0ve, on the subject of mail and 
telegraph comm11nicaticn. 'l"'his is 
an important locality, now· mc)re or 
less isolated, and the extension of 
the service ,·vould be of great bene
fit to the people. I have much pleas
ure in surJpo:rting tl1e petition. 

MR. SQUIRES-I, also, 
support the petition. 

strongly 

MR. HOWLEY-I have mu·ch pleas
ure in sur>porting the .petition and 
do so in rec·ognition of tl1e desirabil
ity of extendi11g tl1e telegraph ser
vice. Although there are some of
fices which are not paying, it see111s 
to me that som·e of the most i1nport
ant settlen1ents in the Island tiave 
no telegraphic communication. In 
Placentia Bay several large settle
ments, wl1ere considerable business 
is carried on, are utterly cut off in 
this way. There are t·wo settlements 
I have in mind where a large busi
ness is done and 20,000 to 30,000 
quintals of fish is ex!)orted to the 
European inarlrets every year. One 
gentleman told me that his firm had 
offered to pay the interest on tl1e cost 
of telegraph communication to con
nect their harbor with the service, 
if the Gover11ment would carry out 
the work and provide an operator. 
In the district there were several 
large settlements, entirely isolated, 
O\Ving to their geographical position, 
like Barren Islands, Merasheen and 
liaystack, where a lot of business 
is done and where the necessity for 

, 

the system is great. The main line 
passes do,vn to the westward of Bar
ren Islands, about 200 yards, and 
to put an office there would mean 
very little expense. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
'''l1ich it relates. 

l'v1R. KEN'"f-I ask leave to present 
a petitio11 fron1 Michael Malone and 
otl1ers, of Middle ·Cove, in St. John's 
East, asking for a sun1 of money to 
re1)air a road leading from the main 
read to their farms. Also, a petition 
fro!r1 Michael Finn and others, of 
Torbay, on the subject of the con
struction of a road to their fishing 
roon1 in Torbay Nortl1. Also, a peti
ticn from Patrick Roche and others, 
cf l\liddle Cove, on the subject of a 
road being repaired there. I warmly 
commend these petitions to the con
sideration of the at1thorities. 

It "\\ras ordered that these petitions 
be referred to t11e departments to 
1vhich they relate 

}JIESSAG·E FiiOM COUNCIL RE DAY. 
LIGHT BILL. 

1\'1R. SPEAKER informed the House 
that he had received a message from 
tl1e Legislative Council, acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
appointed a Select Committee, con
sisting of the Hon. Messrs. Anderson, 
Harris, Greene, Harvey and Bishop 
upon the subject of a Bill respecting 
c,ertain changes in the hours of the 
day and nigl1t, now before the Coun
cil, to take evidence and consider the 
san1e, with power to sit out of ses
sion and to report thereon at the 
next session of the Legislature; and 
they request tl1at the House of As
sembly will be pleased to appoint a 
Committee of their body to co-operate 
with the Committee of the Council 
upon the said subject. 
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MR KENT-I am under the impres
sion that it is not possible for the 
House to appoint a Committee to 
sit out of session. 

MR. CLIFT-I would like to raise 
the point that before the House is 
called upon to appoint a Committee 
to sit with a Committee ap:pointed by 
the Legislative Council, the nature 
and contents of the Bill in question 
should be submitted to the House. 
The House should know something 
about the Bill before a Com1nittee is 
appointed. In the message from the 
Legislative Council the Bill is en
titled "A Bill to Change the Hours of 

; 

Day and Night," or to that effect. 
It was commonly known as "'l"'he 
Daylight Bill." The House did not 
know what this Bill oroposed to carry 
into effect and it was necessary that 
the House should know this, in order 
to appoint members most capable of 
dealing with the subject. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
am quite aware of the fact that the 
Committe has no power to sit out 
of session, but this would not pre
vent a Committee of the House from 
informally meeting. What that Com
mittee would do would not be bind
ing and might not be enforced. There 
was nothing to prevent the [Touse 
from appointing this Commit tee, but 
if the House did not appoint a Com
mittee it might possibly be regard
ed, though not in any way m.eant, as 
an act of discourtesy to the Upp er 
House. This House was jealous of 
its rights and would not appoint a 
co·mmittee if there was anything in 
the objection ·raised by the hon. mem
ber for Twillingate. The rule was 
to appoint a committee without hav-, 
ing the Bill before the House, for 
each branch of the Legislature was 
sup~osed· to be cognizant of \~hat . ' 
w'as taking place in the other. The 
Bill under consideration was mare or 

less misnamed, as it was not t 
chang·e the h·oi1rs of <.lay and nigh~ 
but n1ore for tl1e p11r;>ose of alterin ' 
t11e hours usct1 by t11e people. I a! 
sure that there \VC•uld. be no oojec. 
tion to the appointing of the com-
mittee. 

lVIR. I{EN1.,-I 11a"'le no objection t 
the appoint1nent of the coP..imitte: 
I thought it vrould be bef:it for th~ 
co1n:::nittee to be appointed and allow
ed to do its vrorlr 1vitl1ot1t putting 
the resolutions tt1rougl1 the House. 

On rr ... ot:ion of tl1e Hon. Colonial 
Secretary, seconded by the Hon. Min. 
ister of .Jl1stice, it 'vas ordered that 
a committee be appointetl to co-oper
ate \'ttitl1 the con1rr1ittee of tl1e Legis
lati1re C·ouncil ripon the subject of the 
Bill introduced into tl1e Legislative 
Council "respecting certain changes 
in the l1ours of da·y and night," and 
t1:at the Cor.nL.1ittee consist of the 
H~)Il. Colo11ial Secretary, the Hon. 
l\iinister of Justice, Mr. Morris, Mr. 
I'(ent and Mr. Clift. 

Ordered, thn.t a rnessage be sent to 
tl1e Legislative Co11ncil acquainting 
t'hem \Vith tl1e appointment of the 
said Co1nr11ittee. 

l\1R. EARLE-I rise to present sev
eral petitions, but before doing so 
would avail of the opportunity of 
congratulating the Hon. Speaker on 
11is attainment to that high office. It 
a.ffords me very much pleasure to 
see the chair occupied by such an 
able gentleman and I feel sure that 
if tl1e choice of a Speaker had been 
left in my 11ands :i wouid have chos
en Mr. Warren in preference to all 
the members on the other side of 
the House. I feel convinced that 
members on both sides of the House 
will be weli' treated by the Speaker 
and am also sure that I will offer 
no obstruction whatever, but will do 
my best to work in harmony With 
those on the other side of the House. 
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I vrotiltl no--..v ask leave to present 
netition fr.on1 :E;li Steele and otl1er.s, r. 

f C~a:r!narrvillo, 11raying that tele-
rr:,:pl1ic co111D.1l111icat.ion be establish
d at tbat :pla.ce. 1~11e reside11ts cor11-
. 1ain that they have l)een deprived 
f tl1e ad·vantB,ge v1l1ich telegraphic 

0111municaticn ~ilould give for so 

0ng a ti111e. I sincerely hope that 
he prayer of the petition will be 
,.ranted, as the locality is such that 
he i11aterial for poles could easily be 
ecured. 

I also asl~ leave to 9resent another 
eti:ion fr(;m the re£j dents of Car

rna11ville, praying tl1at tb.e sum of 
:oo be alloc..atcd to·via:rds the cost 

1f bu.ild? .. ng a road on the sot1th side 
c·f that settlem-ent; also for the allo
ea.tion of a sum of money for repairs 
to the road. to the cemetery on the 
soutl1 side of the 11arbor; also, f.or 
the allocation of a sn1all su1n to
\vards tl1e completion of a road to the 
scl1ool house. I support the prayer 
of t11e petition. 

I also beg leave to present a peti
tion fron1 J. W. Webb and other resi
dents of Victoria Cove, G-ander Bay, 
asl{ing for a sum of n1oney towards 
the building of a landing place. The 
petition.ers do not vvant a costly 
la:nding place erected, but as the res
idents of the settlement J1ad much dif
ficulty in getting ashore, so1nething 
should ta d<)ne to assist h.in1 in the 
matter. I, therefore, ask that the 
petition receive the best consideration 

I also aslr leave to present a peti
tion fron1 William Hill an.d others, of 
Joe Batt's Arn1, a.slring for tb .. e allo
cation of a sn1all sum of money for 
the building of a roaJd towards tb .. e 
houses of William I-Iill and others. 
Also, a petition from William Pierce 
and others of the same place asking 
for the allocation of $20 towards the 
building of a road towards the 
houses of William Pierce and other 

residents. All thes·e petitions l1av~e 

my best s·u1Jport and I l1ope that 
tl1ey v.~ill meet vv-ith the careful con
si(leratio11 of tl1e dlfferent depart
n~e11ts . 

It was ordered that these petitions 
be referred to tl1e departments to 
"'\~1 l1icl1 t11ey relate. 

11R. CLIFT-I beg leave to present 
a petiticn vlhich has been handec1 to 
n1e by t11e I-Ion. Colonial Secretary. 
It is fron1 the residents of Nip·per's 
Harbor, and asks for the allocation 
of the s·un1 of $1,000 to enable them 
to repair the vvharf at that Dlace. I 
tl1a,11k the I-Ion. Colonial Secreta,ry 
for 11a 'ling placed it in my hands. 
'l,l1e petitioners I)robably thought that 
by sending it direct to the hon. gen
tl,~man they ... vould be more likely 
to receive a speedier compliance 
1vith their rec1uest, and I hope they 
"\V"ill not be mistaken in this an.d that 
the hon. gentleman will see that 
something is done to effect the ne
cessary repairs to tl1.e wharf in ques
tion. In co11nection with the peti
tion, I have received several com
n111nications from Nipper's Harbor, 
asking me to give it my support. I 
now a·vail of the opportunity of sup
porting the prayer of the petition. I 
kno'v something of the work in 
qt1estion a.nd of the necessity of ef..: 
fecting the repairs asked for. I hope 
tl1at the Hon. Minister of 1\1arine and 
Fisheries, to vvhom it will be refer
red .. , will give it his earliest atten
tion and mete out to it such portion 
of the grant for marine works as its 
importance would demand. 

It was ordered that this petition be 
referred to the denartment to which -
it rela.tes. 

fi1:R. SQUIRES-I beg leave to pre
sent a netition from William Harris -
and about seventy other residents of 
Elliston, in the electoral district of 
Trinity, asking for the grant of $50 
for the improvement of a well at 
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that place. The petition sets forth 
that the water of the well is the only 
water supply for half the people resi
dent on the south side of Elliston. 
The petition has been handed to me 
by my colleague, the Hon~ Colonial 
Secretary, and I ask that it be re
ceived and referred to the proper de
partment. 

I beg leave to present another pe
tition, which has also been handed to 
me through the courtesy of the Hon. 
Colonial Secretary. The petition is 
a unique one, in that it is signed by 
Ellen Butler and some thirty-six lady 
residents of Ro bin Hood, asking for 
the allocation of a sum of money for 
the building of a public well at that 
place. I trust that my colleagues 
and myself may be able to secure 
for these · ladies what they prayed 
for in the petition, and that their ad
vocacy of pure water would meet 
with the support it deserved. I ask 
that the petition be referred to the 
department to which it belonged. 

that during the year a lighthouse 
will be erected on Ragged Island. 1 
ask tl1at ithe petition be referred to 
the denartment to which it belongs. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE .. 
TARY-I may say that tl1e petition 
which has j11st been presented by my 
hon. colleague is now vvhat might be 
called a hardy annual. It was about 
t-vvelve years ago ·that I first present
ed a petitio11 to the same effect as the 
011e just 11anded in. I am very pleas
ed to be able to say tl1at arrange-
111ents have already been made 
whereby the lighthouse asked for 
V\'Ould be erected during the present 
year. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the denartment to 
which it relate•. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE& 
THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS

TE'R gave i1otice that he would on 
to-1norroi.v move the suspension of 
the rules of the House on all rr.at-

HON COLONIAL SECRE ters to be Sl1bmitted to the House. THE. . -
TARY-I have much pleasure in sup
porting the petitions presented by 
my learned colleague, Mr. Squires. 

It was ordered that these petitions 
be referred to. the departments to 
which they relate. 

MR. SQUIRES-I beg leave to pre
sent a petition from certain residents 
of Br.itannia Cove and Smith Sound, 
asking for the allocation of a su1n of 
money for . the erection of a light
house on Ragged Island. Hundreds 
of vessels pass through the Sou!]d 
between April and September in 
each year, and it :s _often necessary 
for them to stay outside because of 
the danger of entering the Sound, 
through the lack of a lighthouse. I 
am glad to know that already some
thing has been done to carry into ef-
. . . 
f ect the prayer of the petition, and 

CO~Il\IITi,EE OF "l\'HOLE ON 
SUPPL.¥. 

Purs11ant to order, and on motion 
of the Hon. Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself in
to Committee of the Whole on Supply. 

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

MR. PARSONS toolr the Chair of 
C·ommittee. 

MR. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairm.an from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and adopted 
a certain resolution. 

Ordered, that this report be adopt .. 
ed. 

The said resolution was then read 
a first time, as follows : 
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DISTR.IBIJTION OF SURPLUS, 
1907-1908. 

Dlecticn Expeness, 1908-
190 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

surplus Trust Account .. 
$35,000.00 

8,183.45 

$43,183.45 

The said re so 1 ution being read a 
second time, it was moved that the 
Iic11se concur with the Committee 
therein, a11d the said resolution was 
agreed to. 

COJfMITTEE OF' WHOLE ON lV AYS 
AND l\IEANS. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of the IIon. Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself 
into Comn1ittee of the Whole on Ways 
and Means. 

l\1R. SPEAKER lefit the Chair. 

l\iR. PARSONS took the Chair of 
Committee. 

"RESOLVED-That notwithstand
ing anything in any law to the con
trary, it shall be lawft1l for the Gov
ernor in Council, in case of the dis
triots or neighborhoods having Local 
B,oards or Councils, to authorize the 
payment at any time after the 30th 
day of June, 1909, to such Local 
Boards or Councils of all the moneys 
voted in resoect of such districts or - . 

neighborhoods for public charities 
and for roads, bridges and ferries 
in Schedule 8, and all such moneys 
when paid them, as aforesaid, may 
be expended by such Boards or Coun
cils for such local needs and re
quirements as the Boards or Councils 
may determine. 

" RESOLVED-That the moneys 
hereby appropriated shall be paid by 
the Minister of Finance and Customs 
in discharge of such warrants as may 
from time to time be drawn by the 
Govern.or for the purpose. 

" RESOLVED-That ~ Bill be in-
MR. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. traduced to give effect to those reso-

The CtJ.airman from the Committee 
reported that they had passed certain 
resolutions, which were read a first 
ti1ne, as follows : 

"RESOLVED-That towards mak
ing good the St1pply granted to His 
1fajesity on account of certain ex
penses of the public service for the 
financial year ending June 30th, 1908, 
the sum of $187,17 4.26 be granted out 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of 
the Colony. 

"RESOLVED-That towards mak
ing good the Supply granted to His 
Majesty on account of certain ex
penses of the public service for the 
fiancial year ending June 30th,, 1910, 
the sum of $1,727,174.00 be granted 
out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund of the Colony. 

lutions." 

PUBLIC SERVICE BILL PASSED. 

The said resolutions were then 
read a second time and agreed to, and 
the Public Service Bill was introduc
ed, read a first and second .time, re
f erred to Committee of the Whole, 
and adopted without amendment, read 
a third time and passed, and it was 
ordered that it be engrossed, being 
entitled ''An Act for the granting to 
His Majesty certain sums of money 
for defraying certain expenses of the 
Public Service for the financial year 
ending respectively the 30th day of 
June, 1909, and tp.e 30th day of June, 
1910, and for other purposes relat
ing to the Public Service,'' and that 
it be sent to the Legislative Council, 
with a message requesting their con
currence in its provisions. 

• 
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l>f OTIC:E OF QUESTION. 

MI{. BENNETT gave notice tl1at he 
'x:c~uld en to-:r.i1orI·ow ask tl1e Minis
ter of Public Worlts if any steps 
had been taken by l1is d.epartn1ent un
der the late ad:n:1inistration, to im
prove the condition of tl1e Poor 
A.s~Tlum in St. J ol1n's in tl1e way of 
remodelling t11e prese11t building, or 
by bl1ilding an entirely nevr institu
tic·n; and, if s11ch steps virere taken or 
cr)n.tcr.nplated, to lay a f11ll state
rr1ent of particulars on the table of 
the I-louse. 

On 1notic)n, the I-Iouse adjourned 
till to-morro\V, Thursday, June 10th, 
at three o'clo·ck. 

TI-I1JRSDA Y, June 10th, 1909. 

Tl1e I-louse lnet at three o'cloclr, pur
s·uant to adjournment. 

PE'l'ITIOI~S PRESEN'fED. 
T1IE HON. COLONIAL SECRE

rl., .. L\.R Y--I aslr lea\·e to present a, peti

tion fron1 the inhabitants of Sea.I 
Cov·e, in tb.e District of Trir1ity, ask
ing for a gra11t for an agrict1ltural 
road there, along the rJ.lain land to 
agr~.c11l ttir~l la,nd on the south side 
of tI1e cove. I hope it will be pos
sible to do somethin.g _for this road. 

,.l,l1e netition was received -
fe:rrecl ot the Department of 
\:Vorks. 

and re
Public 

11FIE ~lfINIS'rER OF PUBLIC 
\TilOR.KS-I ask lea\re to present a 
petition from the inl1abitant1 of Col
liers, in I-Iarbor Main District, in 
reference to tra,vlers on tl1e Labra
dor coast. This is a very ir.aportant 
U'.lP"'tter and the netitioners c·ontend -
that if some lav\'s are not put into 
force to prevent trawlers from fish
ing iI)Side the t11ree inile lim.it and 
frc'.Jn polluting the waters with offal, 
th ey vvould be obliged to leave tl1at 
s ecti1t1n of tb.e coast. Consequently, it 

• • is a "'\re:r:y.. ser 1{:t11s rnatter to 
L t . ~ c·, .T.,. . thent 

as v; eeH: .· :?~Dt. vi IJlsnr, supporte · 
l:)y ·t·11° '!'t rr11"' ·1'c·"-e--- c·r,.. ~ ·~a ' · · <f ,.!. '"' 1 ,1.t .1. ::.>t. . J. , ..LvJ,, t ·1r1e and Fish 
. 

1 
- er .. 

lGS, Sl) C! ~(~ strc ngl~,r G!l tl1e ~;'n1e S b 
... """'--'-'4.t. u --

j e ct ~trld I a1r1 cert a.111' sc•n1e new law 
will ha.11e to be r.na.de a11d enf0rce a 
t 1:> :p!'event tJ1at practice. The fisher~ 
n1~11 11c1ped a:n.d trusted and had eve 

.1:· l . -'· ~ G ry con.:1( er1ee in ,:ne ·o'\rernrnent's m.eet-
ing the pra3rer of the vetition. 

1\!lll. 110~WI~EY-I risB to supPO 
the pctitton just presented by the ho .. 
111en1ber for IIarbor l\!Iain, to the ef-
fect t:1at fouling the bottom of fish
ery \Va.ters is d.etriJ11ental to the best 
interests cf our fis11ery industry 
This foulir1g is r1riI1cinally occasioned 
by the d11r111)iJ.1.~ overboard of offal 
fror.u cra.fts tl1at S.I1li~ tl1eir fish at 
a11chor on tl1e fis:hing grcunds. That 
fouling 011 t11e botto111 was generally 
adr11itted, but tb.e process through 
vvhich t11e ii1juries result \.Vas not S<> 
ap11arcJ1t to inc.tny of us. All ani
lf.:.aJs, 1.r: arine as vrell as terrestrial,. 
reqltired to breatl1e a.tn1ospheric air, 
though the prDcess tJJ.rcugh which 
:fi.sl1es acquired a supply of oxygen 
'l.ras differen.t f:ro1n that of terrestriail 
ani:an.8.ls. All '\vaters in ust contain a 
c~ertai11 11ercent2r;e of atmospheric
air, to enable tl1em to s1.1pport life .. 
'11l1is air v.rrts held in 111echanical sus
IJe:t1si011 in the form of very minute 
glolJt1les, a.nd tl1ese globules were ab
S(.i:l"l)ed b:r tl1e fishes, and thus they 
rJe1i1,re,l t11e5.r supply of oxygen. 
\~l)1.e::t :fisl1 c1ffal was thrown over
board it s ·unlr to tl1e bottom, as in 
tl1e ca.se of all other anirr1al matter, 
a.nd it soon entered the putrefactive
state. In the process of putrefaction 
large itolu1nes of obnoxious gases 
'vere given off. Tl1ese gases com.bill
ed with the air globules and ere 
absorbed bv the fish and, of coqr , ., 

V\rere as injurious to fish life as s 
impl1re air vlould be to any otber 
form of life, with the result that 
fish abandoned waters thus contain-
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. tr.·d 1\11 animals, "·11cther fishes :;r1.a ,_, • 
1 ·r trio terrestrial ty·ne, under :µatura 

c , l . th .. _ .. .. ··l:•.;0.11s "\v·ere c1eaniy in e1r 
l •I 111._ l l- -~ ' 

,'\,. . . 
1,e;,Liit.s and \Vould not re1na1n i11 con-
·a-·t v~ritl1 undesirable surroundirigs. 
V'-' 

'rhus it fcillo"\\1ed that fishes alvvays 

1·,_,tsc.ok grounds polluted by offal. 
'l'l:.at ,vater mt1st corttain a consider
able i1ercenta.r:e of atn1cspl1eric air 
to rer;.der it palatable Vilas pr0ven by 
the fact tl1at boiled water for drinlr
ing purposes vlas flat a11d insipid, o·v·l-

l·n a- to t!1e atr11cspheric air ha·ving 
.L~~ 

b "''~n dri"'ven off in the nrocess of boil-u ~"" 
• - 9· Et.it \vater t11at had been boil-111..::.·· 
ed and cooled n1a,y be re-aereated by 
cl1urning it rapidly about in an open 
vessel, \vhen it v1ould be found to 
11av·e re-acquired the requisite quan
tity of air and so again be rendered 
pala,table. Storms exercise the sarne 
be11eficial effect in re-imparting to 
ihe v1aters of tho seas a supply of 
atn1cspl1eric t.ir, tl1at tl1e cl1urning 
process did in the case of the boiled 
,rater, a:r1d th.11s the V-laters of the 
ccea11s \\Tere kept svveet and fit for 
the support of anin1al life. I am not 
prepared to offe:r a definite opinion 
v1itl1 regard to any in jt1rious effects 
arisi11g f:ron1 the trawling so practised 
in our fisheries, particular!)'... on tl1e 
Labrador coast. On the western 
coasts, \vitl1 wh.ich I am most fam
iliar, this practice \\'"as lcol{ed t1pon 
with a jealous eye, and there were 
fisl1ery board regulations prohibiting 
tb.e practice of this method of fish ... 
i11!! withi11 the three mile limit. ....., 

Undoubtedly our method of trawling 
v1as infinitely less injurious than the 
beam or otter tra '1rling, so univers
ally used in the British fisheries. 
These resulted in the entire depletion 
of the once nrolific fisheries of the 
North Sea, and to-day their evil re
sults were being recognized in the 
Icelandic fishery, where they had of 
late years been introduced. It was 
earnestly to be hoped that such 

n1etl1cds of fishing may never be in
trodticed into the fisheries of New
foundland. I have much plea.sure in 
supr1orting the petition to the extent 
of enforcing stringent regulations to 
prevent the fouling .of the bottom. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
which it relates. 

lVIR. GOODISON-I a(jk leave to 
present a petition from the people of 
Carbonear, identical with that pre
sented by Mr. vVoodford. These peo
I)le do not wish to interfere with 
t:ra vvlers, except that they should be 
shut ·out from the three-mile limit 
and not be allowed to throw offal 
overboard, a practice which was ruin
ing the fishery for the inshore fisher-
n1en. 

It -vras ordered that this petition be 
referred to the department to which 
it relates 

l\t1R. SEYMOUR-I ask leave to 
present a petition on behalf of the 
inl1abitants of Bear's Cove, praying 
for re:pairs to the public wharf there. 
It -vras an important matter and I 
have much pleasure in supporting the 
petition. 

MR. PARSONS-I also have much 
pleasure in supporting the petition. 

THE MINISTER OF MARINE AND 
FISHERIES-I know the necessity of 
having such a wharf there and on 
account of the ice being around so 
late this snring a lot of damage has 
been done to the wharf now there. 

' 

Consequently it is necessary that a 
sum of money should be allocated 
for the purpose. 

It was ordered that this petition 
be referred to the department to 
which it relates. 

MR. DOWNEY-I ask leave to pre
sent a petition from Day of Islands 
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) ll the subject of a public wharf. 
rhe District of St. G·eorge's is in a 
oad condition in the matter of public 
utilities. It has never shared like 
the other dist1·icts in the distrib·ution 
of public n1onies for these purposes, 
although it is one of the largest and 
most i·mportan t fisl1ing. dis:tricts- in 
the Island. 

It was ordered that this petition be 
referred to the department to which 
it relate'S 

rrHE I-ION .. IvfINISTER OF AGRI
ClT~TURE AND MINES-I ask leave 
to present several petitions from the 
District of Bo11a vista; one from Loo 
Cove, aslring for the sum of $80 for 
agricultural purposes.; one fro1n Am
herst Ccve, asking for the sum of $50' 
for the building of a road: one from 
Safe Harbour, asking for the sum of 
$200 for · the construction of a road; 
one from Loo Cove asking for the sum 
of $300 for a bridge; one from Stock 
(;01re: one from Indian Arm: one from 
Squid Ticl(le: one from s~w~eet Bay: 
and one from Salvage Bay, _all asking 
for allocations for roads. The Dis.
trict of Bona vista has been sadly neg
le~ted of late years in regard to roads 
a11d bridges, and I feel sure that my 
ho11. colleague, l\fr Morison, will agree 
vvith me in this, for we wallred over 
so1ne of the ''rorst roads in the dis
trict in the late election campaigns. 
If tl1e Department of Public Works 
cou.ld at all see their way clear to 
grant the prayer of the petitioners, I 

hope they will do so. The people of 
Salva.g·e asked that a pond there be 
fenced and I know that this ii::> absol
utely necessary. I have much pleas
ure in presenting the petitions and 
a.sked that they be referred to the 
proper departments. 

It was ordered that this petition be 
referred to the deoartment to which -
it relate8·. 

MR KENT-I beg leave to Present 
petition fr.01n Geoffre:y Eiealey, of St .. 
John's·. It sets forth that lVTr. ReaI
ey was for a number of y·eal's in th 
emplc)r of tl1e House of Assembly, a~ 
fireman a11d general caretaker. Th 
petitfoner is now an old man and fo ~ 
a n um b'er ·of· years had d:one h is work 
in what he considered to be a satis
fa.ctory an·d efficfent "'·ay. Up to this 
session he was. employed and he knew
of no reason or cause for his dis
missal. Und'er the circumstances ancr 
o'ving to th.e fact that h e was no'\Y 
an old n1an and it would be· exceed
ingly difficult for him to secure work 
where by to provide for h is family 
a.nd himself, so he asked that he b& 
granted a retiring alIO\V"ance for the
remainder of h.is life. 

It is not n:ecessary for me to say 
much of' the services which had been 
rendered by lVIr. Healey. Those mem
bers Y\rho had occt1Died a seat in the
for111er Legislatures would agree that 
he '\Vas al \vays at l1is post and diet 
hi-s duty; and was most agreeabl3' 
and obliging to all the members who 
had reque,sts to n1ake. No"" that be
"ras a.n old m.an,. it would be an act 
of kindness to allow him a retirin g
allov;ra.nce. When he first assumed' 
tl1e duties of fireman and caretaker 
b.e undert·ook them under peculiar 
difficulties and always performed them 
with satisfaction to both branches or 
the Legislature. I ask that the peti
tion be referred to the Commission 
of Internal Economy, who would, I 
feel sure, give the matter every 
consideration. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER-I 11ave but one or two wordS' 
to say in reference to the petition 
which has been presented by the hon. 
member for St. John's East. There 
was evidently some misunderstanding 
in the matter of Mr. Healey's posi
tion. Mr. Healey had not been dis-
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1
nisse(l, trut he had gone out of office 

vn tl1e dissolution gf the Legislature. · 
~ \JbodY w110 had held an office in the 
Legislatt1re ,, ... as dismissed, and I 
"vould not like it to go abroad that 
~1r. I-iealey had been dismissed from 
his vositiQ11. \V1th the death of the 
Legislature, 211 official~ and ser
yc..nts \·Vent out, vvith the exception 
of those who held office under com
n1ission. These held office, although 
the Legislature had been dissolved, 
but all others went out with the dis
.solution of Parliam.ent. 

MR. CLIF1T-I wish to say a word 
in support of the petition which has 
been presented. by the hon. member 
for St. John's East. Mr. Healey was 
.a former servant of the Legislature, 
~rho 11ad al\vays perforn1ed his ser
vices "'rith satisfaction to all. I ap
preciate the remarks of the Hon. the 
Prime Minister and, to some extent, 
agree V\rith him in the rules which he 
has laid down, but I m.aintain that it 
has not been the practice of this 
House that the rule should be ap
plied to tl1e fireman. If I reme1n ber 
rightly, one of the officials who had 
formerly held that positi.on had been 
·so regarded as a per1nanent official 
that, on his being unable to perform 
his duties, he was annually voted a 
small sum by tl1e way of compensa
tion. It had not come under the 
pension list, but one Contingency 
Committee after another seemed to 
realize the fact that he was entitled 
to consideration and annually voted 
him a small sum. I think that in 
consideration of the long and faith
ful services of Mr. Healey his case 
shot1ld also be taken into consider
ation. He had performed his duties 
faithfully and well during the time 
he had occunied the nosition. While - -
technically his office might be lost 
on the dissolution of the Legislatu.re, 
Yet in reality it did not, because he 
~ontinued to perform his duties while 

the H·ot1se was dissolved up to a 
short time before the present session 
met. The Commission of Internal 
Ecor101ny would do an act of justice 
if they took his case into considera
tion an.d n1ade the same provision for 
him as was made for his predecessor. 
I hope the Committee will deal with 
t11e matter and t·ake into considera
tion the long and faithful services ot 
the pBtitioner. 

It was ordered that this petition be 
ref erred to the department to which 
it relates .. 

1V1R. EARLE-Through the kindness 
of the Hon. the Premier, I have 
been handed a Detition from the 
residents of Tilting, which I beg 
leave to present to the House. The 
petition is so important that I feel 
sure I would be justified in reading 
it to the House. (Tl1e hon. member 
then read the petition). It would be 
seen from the petition that the resi· 
dents 'Vere desirous that each house
holder should be permitted to have 
one dog, which they should not al· 
low to stray, under a penalty. I feel 
sure that it is unnecessary for me to 
say anything further on the matter 
referred to in the petition, beyond 
the fact that the petition has my sup
port. I ask that the petition be re
ferred to the department to which it 
belonged, and I trust that the de
partment would give it careful con
sideration. 

It was ordered that the petition be 
referred to the denartment to which 
it relates. 

MR. EARLE-I also beg leave to 
present a petition from the Orang;~ 

Society of Fogo. The petition sets 
forth that the society has built a 
large hall at that place, some dis
tance from the main road, and the:;
ask for the sum of $60 to build a 
road to the said hall. The hall is 
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a large one and would be used, not 
for society meetings alone, but for 
other meetings, soirees, bazaars, etc., 
held by the general public. I hear
tily support the prayer of the petitio~1 
and ask that it be referred to the 
department to which it belongs. 

It was ordered that this petition be 
referred to the department to \Vhich 
it relates. 

MR. EARLE-I also beg lea1re to 
present a petition from the 11eople of 
Hare Bay, asking for tl1e allocation 
of a sum of 1noney for the construc
tion of a well. On t~ro or three 
times I have presented petitions of 
this kind and consider them of great 
in1portance. The people of Hare Bay 
had never had a well, other than a 
small hole scooped out in the me~rsl1. 
This was very poor water and it 
v1as certainly desirable that this 
House should do all in its power to 
give them proper water for drinking 
purposes. I give the prayer of the 
petition my very cordial support, and 
ask that it be referred to its proper 
department. 

It was ordered that tl1is petition be 
,referred to the department to which 
it relates. 

· MR. EARLE-I also beg leave to 
present a petition from Lorenzo Col
lins and others, of Indian Island, a.sk
ing for the sum of $100 for the 
building of a road on the west end 
of the island. The residents of that 
place needed the road to enable them 
to get to their gardens, for the ground 
near the gardens was very marshy, 
and almost impassable. I have mucl1 
pleasure in supporting the prayer of 
the petition and ask that it be refer
red to the department to which it be
longs. 

It was 'Ordered that these petitions 
be referred to the departments to 
which they relate. 

l\IR. E,ARLE I also beg lea'Ve to 
presen:t a petition from the resident 
of Joe Batt's Ar.m asking for the 
grant of $1O0 for the c.ompletion of 
a ,road leading from the pu bli-c road 
to the residences of se ... vera1 of th~ 

people of that ·settlemer1t. I support 
the· pr,ayer of the petition and ask 
that it .be referr·ed to the 1de:partrnent 
to which it belongs. 

It was ·ordered that these petitions 
be referred tC) the ·departme11ts to 
wl1ich they relate. 

l\'.IR. Th100RE J .beg leave to pre. 
sent a petition from .Bernard Meaney 
and other.s, of Caplin Bay, in the 
ele·ctoral district of Ferryland, on 
the s.ubject of tr.avvls. The law at 
the present tirne is :that trawls could 
be used. fro1n ?v1ay 1st to August 
1 Otl1, a.nd. that th.e petitioners wish. 
eel the season to be altere·d to from 
June 1st to Se·ptembe1r 1st, along 
that pa.rt of tl1e .coast .from Blow
me-Down I-lead to Goose Island. 
T'hey wanted this law enacted so 
tha,t they could use trawls in deep 
waters. ......\. number of the people 
vvere subject to .mu1ch hardship, and 

· s·ome had 1been brought ·,before the 
!...fagistrate of Ferryland, fo.r catch
ing fish to 1help to make a living for 
themselves a11d their f.amilies. They 
were fined $ 2 0 ea.ch by the Magie
tra te and had to pay it. T,hese men 

• 
V\rere in·d tlstrious and 11arrd-working 
men, but those w.ho, ·had informed on 
them were t·oo lazy to catch fish. 
The ·people were law-abiding and 
wanted the la·w altered as set forth 
i11 the petition. I . hope it will re· 
ceive the atten;tion ·that was due to 
it 'When it is sent to the proper de-
1partmen t, and t'hat i:t will not be 
pigeon-holed or thr.own in the waste
paper b.a.s1ket li'ke many oth·er 1petl
tions· from the fis'.hermen ~ad ,been 
in re·cent years. 
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It ,vas o·rdered that these petitions 
e referre.d to the de·partmen ts to 
;liicl1 they relate. 

rvlR. GOODISOr~ I beg leave to 
"'reser1t a petition from James 
~foore, J.ohn Dl1ff, James Howell an·d 
others, of Ca.roonear, all mem·be·rs 
of the Carbo11er.t.r Fire Brigade, pray
ing for a grar1t to·wards repairs to 
the fire hall and for the p11rchase of 
necessary equipment. I have great 
pleasure in s~rong1y ·sup·porting the 
prayer of the petition, :and in point
ing out that tl1e members of the Bri
gade .gi~ve tl1eir services without re
rolineration, a.nd so deser"\Te every 
€ncour·age.ment in such work. T.he 
requests mad.e vvere entirely reason
able; in f aict the brigade CO·Uld not 
be expected to perform services such 
as they vv-ould 1be calle1d. upon to ·do 
without the equi·pment for ·which 
the~r were :a.sked. It was obvious 
that a petition f·or su.ch arti·cles as 
hose, ·Carriages, fire bells, extension 
ladders, and electrical fire alarm 
connection.s for a .brigade ·w'.hi·ch 
was entirely a voluntary organiza
tion, should deman.d and ,recei\re 
prom.pt attention. I have plea.sure 
in calling attenti·on to the cheap 
rates at ·Vv~hi·ch ele·ctrical com.munica
tion ca.n be obtai11ed in Carb·0near, 
and trust that this feature wol1ld not 
escape the attention of the depart
men to w 'hi-c·h I ask that th.e petition 
be now referred . . 

It was •ordered that these petitions 
be referred to •the departme·n ts to 
which they relate. 

1\ PER.SON1\L EXPL~lNATION. 

MR. CLIFT I ·Wish to call the 
attention of the House to a ·personal 
matter. On Thursday, Ju~e 3rd, I 
made so·me remarks in this House on 
the A:ddress in Reply to the graci
ous spe_ecb of His Excellency the 

Governor. In those remarks I stated 
tl1at I shared in the regret expressed 
by other members that His Excel
lency ·wa.s about to leave tbe Colony. 
rl~h·e h·on. me.n.1ber for Placentia., 
?4r. Morris, followed him, and made 
the follov;ing remarks: 

''He (Mr. M.) '\Vas glad the hon. 
''n1·em.ber for Twillingate '41as ho.n

'"E~st enough to say., as he !had said, 
.. that he w-a.s not in sy.n1pat.hy with 
''the bitte.r, untruthful, libelous, and 
''dia:bolical attacks o.n the Governor 
• 'd uri.ng the re·cent ·political ·Ca'ttl

' 'paig·r1. '' 

Possibly ·the hon. gentlemen in 
making their o.bser\r,ations misun.der• 
stood what I had said when speaking 
in reference to I-Iis Excellency. I 
"\Vis.h to state that I made no such 
re1nar'lrs as the hon. gentlemen 
thoug.ht I made. The only remarks 
I ma·de were those w.hi.ch were .cor
rectly reported in the o.fficial re·ports 
i11 the ·opening !)art .of my speech. I · 
made no reference to th·e attacks of 
'.I'he Eve11ing Teleg.ram. I am :con• 
strained to make these observations 
in view of the fa·ct that I feel that I 
wa..s misrepresented, and ·also be
cau.se of the fact that a despatch 
b.ad been se11 t from this •Colony to 
:St. J oh11, N.B. to fhe St. John Sun, 
in which the follo\\ .. ing wor1ds were 
used: 

''Several .members of the Bond 
''Party, in their addresses, 1declare·d 
''that they \depre·cated the atta·cks 
''w.hich had been made on His Excel ... 
'~1ency the Governor for dissolving 
''the last Legislature.'' 

I never made use of ·su.ch obser ... 
vations nor di-d I hear them used by 
any of the mem:bers on this side of 
tl1e I-Io11se. I call the attention of 
the I-louse to this be·cause I consider 
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that it is an untruthful report of the 
pro·cee·din·gs of this House. 

MR. F. J. MO·RR.IS As the hon. 
me.mber for Twillingate. associated 
my na·me ·with the ·personal explana
tion he has just made ito the H·ouse, 
I wish to say that my o bserv.ations 
were called forth lby the expression 
whic.h I 1had unde.rstood my hon. and 
learn·ed frien 1d 'had .made in refer
en:ce to his regret that the ·Go·vernor 
was leaving the Colony. I unde·r
stood him to say that while these 
differen·ces of opinion had existed, he 
.had not taken any part in the at
ta{cks made on Hi.s Ex·cellency, and 
had no co·nnection ·wi:th them what
soever. I made my o bs-e.rvations 
perfectly clear to the House, ancl 
congratulated .my hon. and learn.ed 
friend in .di.S·claiming any· .connection 
·with those attacks. If I had ·misre
. presented or m'is·understo·od the o.b
servations the ~hon. member .had 
made, s.u.rely .at the tim.e when :the 
hon. member had given utteran·ce to 
his ideas, when the word·s ·had just 
fallen from my lips, was the time for 
'hi.m to mak·e obje·ction an1d· to sta.te 
before the House that .he had been 
misun·derstoo·d or misre·presented. 
This, the .hon. member ·did not do, 
but allowed .m.e to continue in the 
s.ame strain and finish m·y .remarks 
without the slightest objection be·
ing raised or ·correction interjected. 
However, I ·have no fault to find 
with the remar·ks aiccredited· to .him, 
and reported in the official ·records, 
as to the inci.den:t un·der ·considera
tion. I feel sure that I un·derstood 
very 1clearly that the 1hon. member 
·had said, and it would be in the 
memory of the 1hon. ·mem1bers .pres
ent on the oc·casion, w-ho, I feel su·re, 
must have un.d·erstood the :hon. 
mem1ber's remarks in :the same light 
as I .ha<l done. · It ·was no·w rat1her 

late in the day for the hon. gentle
men to attri.bute to me misquottn 

. t t• . g or a m1srepresen a ion in ,connection 
with an in·ciden t w'hich had taken 
pla·ce some 1days ago. On the occa. 
sion allude·d to by the hon. ·member 
arid whilst I was speakin.g, the .hon: 
member for St. Jo.hn's East, Mr. 
D:wyer, h.ad interjected some re
marks to the effect that he (Mr. 
D1wyer) had been in no way connect
ed with the newspapers attacks up.. 
on His Excellency the 1Governor, and 
I then stated that I was very pleased 
to hear Mr. Dwyer disass·ociate him
self from any conne·ction therewith 

' and I feel sure that no hon. member 
of the p·resent A.s·sem.bly wrote 
these attacks or ha·d any ·connection 
with them. This was a strong ·point 
i11 favor O·f my not ·having misun
derstood or misquoted the remarks 
of the hon. member for Twillingate . 

'l.,l1e position that I ·had taken, 
and the point I ·was then making 
was, I feel 1cerain, fully understood 
and ap·preciated by all the .hon. 
members present at the time, .botb 
Op·position .and Government, and 
must have been fully u·n·derstood by 
the hon. mem·ber for Twillingate, 
and must have .been .fully •Concurred 
in, be ca use no word of protest had 
been raised. Of ·Course, I could not 
blame the hon. gentlemen for what 
he had ju·st said, as to W·hat had 
been .printed in the lo·cal papers, or 
sent in sp·ecial despatches to the 
Cana·dian press. I am in no 'W&Y 
·COn·cer·n·ed with this :p'hase of the 
question, but I made my observa
tions to the House, first, ·because 1 
understood that the hon. m·ember 
had use·d the ·wor,ds in referen:ce to 
the same, and that ·he .had expressed 
himself as not .being in sympatliY 
with t'hese attaic·k·s u·pon His Excell 
lency the ,Governor, and had taken 
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that opport11nity of ·Pla·cing .himseif 
in a right position. I have no desire 
to enter in to a dis·cussion on the 
position no"\v taken by my hon. and 
learned frien.d, the mem·ber for 
T,villingate, an·d I merely rise to .put 
n1yself rig'ht ·with the House in con
nection with the matter. 

MR. CLIFT I wish to ·say, in 
explanation, that the observations 
made by me were corre·ctly ,given in 
th·e official reports. 

QtTESTIONS ANS,VERED 

:&-fR. BENNETT asked the Minister 
of Pu.blic Works if any steps .had 
been take·n by his ·department un·der 
the late Administration, to im.prove 
thei conditio11 of the P•vo·r Asylum in 
St. J ohn'·s in th·e way of remodelling 
the present building, or by buil.ding 
an entirely new institution :and, if 
su·ch steps ·were taken or ·con:tem
plate·d, to lay a full state·me·nt of 
parti·culars on the table of the 
House. 

THE MINIS·TE1R OF PUBLIC 
WORKS My ·de·partme·nt has no 
know ledge of anything 11aving been 
done by the late A1dministration in 
the way of remodelling• the present 
building, or of building an .entirely 
new institutio·n. 

MR. ·CLIFT I ·have· three notices 
on the q uesti'on pape·r f·or sever·al 
days, ·but have received no infor
mation yet. One was for the ·Col
onial .SecretarY'·s Department, an
other for the Department of Marine 
and Fis.heries, and one for the Pub-
11·c Works Department. T·he 1delay 
was ex·p1ained by saying :~·he 1clerks 
in these departments ·were very 
bu'Sy, but I think clerks should not 
be too bu·sy to prepare infor.mation 
in response to questions .put in this 

House. The clerks S·hould drop 
every other work in order to meet 
t'he reque.st of members of this 
House. I think it a la;ck of .courtes.y 
to ·members of this Ho.use for mat
ters of this nature to .be treated in 
such .a n1anner, and I hop·e the in
formation ·will be speedily forth.com
ing. 

THE MINI.STER OF P1UBLIC 
WORKS I have no ·desire whatever 
to be discourteous ito 1hon. members 
or to this Hou·se.. I am willing to 
.give any information desired ·by hon. 
mem.bers, 1but owi·n.g to the ·clerk.s in 
my department being very busy I 
have not as yet been able to secure 
the information asked ·for by the 
House. If they don't 1hurry in their 
·w·ork I t'hink ·he shall ,have to dis
mis·s ·certain offi.ci.al·s in my 1depart
men t and probably ithen Mr. 1Clift 
will .come forward with friends of 
his as ap·pli·can.ts for these vacant 
positions. 

MR. CLIFT This is ad·ding insult 
t:o injury. : ~:I 

THE MINISTER OF MARINE 
AND FISHERIES I remembe·r quite 
well ithe hon. gentleman asking for 
the info.rmation, but th·ought the in
formati10n require1d was of a differ;.. 
ent nature from that apparently d.e·s
ired. I ithink it a pleasure to give 
any informati1on from my depart
ment to the House. I do not wish to 
act disc·ourteously t0 the House and 
will try and get the informa·tion by 
to-m1orrow. 

MR. CLIFT I will be quite sa tis
fied if the hon. Minister of :r,iarine 
a.n·d Fish-eries :w·ill say he will do it 
to-miorrow. 

MINISTER OF MARINE AND 
FISHERIES I will have the infi0rma 
tion to-morrow. 

. ... . . 
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ItUJ.:iE'S SUSPENDEll 

Pursuant to niotice, and <Jn Jnotio11 
of the Hon. the Pri1n,e ]1!ir1fster it wa:3 
ordere-rl that the rules be Sl..IS].)(:3nded 

in relation t0 all matters to, come be
fore the !Io use during the· prese.nt 

• 
S CV"'Q• QJl '\.,,101.....-l • 

l\'!ESSAGES FRO~f COUNO!L 
1\'.IR. SPEAKER informed the 

I-Iiot1se that he had received a rnes
s~1ge from the· Le·gislati·v·e C11J.uncil a~c
qt1alnting the I-Io11se ,c}f .L'\.ssembl;r 

that theJi" had pa.ssed the Bill se11 t 11p 

entitled ''An Act fu1·ther to a.n1er,cl 
the l'Dd ucation Act, 19 0 3." v1ith son1e 
amendm.en ts in which the)r req ues.t
ed the concurrence of the House, <.)f 

Asse,mbly"' 

agreed to, arid it v1as ord.ered that a 
mesS'age be se!1t to the Legislative 
Ct"J·11ncil a~cq tra i11 ting the rr1 of the con-
ctl -~e-n c~1 of! ·tl.1° r:r nu'"' 0. n " J. .1. ..:...;. v l ..., .L ·~· .::i .._, o _l 1t::; .... ! e1n b ly 
therein. 

I~IJ_j.J.J[.; Pi\SS:fJD 

l\!IR. SPEAICER. inrorme,d tlie-
~ottse that he ha.d recei've:d a Illes
sage from the I . ..iegislatfve Cc,l1ncil ar, 

q_uainting tlie House of Assembly that 
. they ha.d pa,ssed the Bill sc;nt up en
. title·d, ''An .1.\.ct respecting certain RA-

- J 

1 tirir1g Allo,vances'', \Vithout an1end-
me11 t; also the)'" had passed the Bill 
entitled '' ... i\.n 11-ct for raisi11g by loan a 

( sum of money· for tl1e Pt1b1ic Serv·ic 
of the CoJ.011y",'' witht)Ut aJnertdinent. 

HON. THBJ PRIME l\II:'-JISTF.JR,
For the infio:i:mation of the Hc.use I ;. 

F ... \.·1~.E,VlTILI.i A,DDRESS TO 
GO\T~"JR.NOI{ 

TIIE IION. TI-IE PllilVfJj] l'AINIS
'l~ER--I beg leave to mov"e the adop
tion of tJ1e· foll16wing add.ress, in the' 

pr~s 1c;nting of v.rhich I fe,el s11re that 
tl1is br·r1ncl1 of the Legislattlre will be 
glad to co-operate with the other 
branch. I no·w ask tl1e Clerk to read 
the ad,dress. 

may say that tl1e amendme11ts ma.<le 
by the Le·gislative Council 011Iy te·nd
ed to n1alre the .0riginal B~ll mere 
clear and did not in arty way cI1artg~j 
the 1)rinciple. 

On motion_ of the HON. 
PR.Il\fE TuIINISTER the sai<l ainend
n1e,nts were read a first· and sec,onti 
tirr1e a11d agreed to, and it v1as orc1er 
ed that a message be sent to the L,eg 
islative Council, acqua.inting it of the 
conct1rrence of the II·ouse of Assem
bl)r the.rein. 

MR. SPEAI{ER ir1forn1ed tr1e 

riouse tl1at 11e 11ad received a 1n::~s

sage from the I.,egisla tive C·ouncil ac~ 
quainting the I-louse of Assembiy ti1at 
they had passed the Bill ser1t tip, er1· 
titled ''An Act to inCi():rporate the 
1'lewfoundland Board 10f Trade a11d 

for other pt1rposes'', witl1 an amencl
ment. in V\rhich they requested the 
co11currence of the House of Assem
bly. 

On motion iof the I-ION. THE 
1-..,:R,l!'v'fE !v1INIS'fEll saicl amend1nent 
v1as read a first and secor1d time a11d 

Here the ClerI-r read tb.e address, as 
follows:-

'"1,o 1-Iis Excellency Sir Willf.a;i_1 1\fac
Gregor, Knight Grand Cross of 
the Most Distinguished . O~der. 
of Saint Mi•chael and iSaint 
George, Co1npanion of the Most 
I-Ionourable Order of the Batli, 
Doctor of Medicine, Governor 
a.nd Commander-in-Chief in and 
0T1er the Island of Newfound
land and its Dependencies. 

''We, I:Iis M.aje,sty's ,d'utiful ancl 

lo~val subjects, the members of both 
bra11·ches of the General Assembly 
in Legislative Session ·convened, re 
s1)ectfl1lly a·pproach Your E~cellencY 
with an expression of our profound. 
regret at your approaching depart-
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ure from this Colony, whereby 
Ne'?tfo11ndlan.d will lose the valuable . 
c,n:l highly-ap11reciative services of 
one who, as His Majesty's represent
attre, has filled that position in a 
manner to earn the esteem and 
regard of the whole peop1'e. 

"Duri11g Your Ex·cellency's stay in 
this ·Colony you have endeared 
yourself to all classes and sectio·ns 
of our people. To the performan·ce 
of :>rour official duties you 'have· al
ways brorLgh t an llilS\Verving dev·o
tion anfl an unselfish fidelity. You 
have stri·ven zealously to promote 
the i11terests of t11e Colony in other 
respects. Your reports on our trade 
a11d co1nrnerce ~~Till always stand as 
a n1on11mont to y(1ur industry and 
resea,rcl1es. Your historicCJ~l and sci
entific i11vf~stigations on Labrador 
have added greatly to our knowl
edg·e cf that in1portant portion of our 
Colony. Your visits to different 
parts of tb.e Island, whereby you 
have come ln tot1cl1 vrith our people 
in their ordinary pursuits, your '\Vork 
in t1:1e cau.ses of erlt1cation and char
ity, a11d tl1e a.ctive identification of 
yot1rse!.f ''rirtJ1 all philanthroi:;ic a:n.d 
inora.l org:a.nizations, have made yo11r 
narl.1e a household \Verd, and. greatly 
con.tributed to stimulate nonular in-- -
tetest in the activities cf these very 
deser'lin.g institutions. 

"'\Ve feel tha,t we can certainly 
roice the feelings of ithe 'vhole people 
of ?'~evvfol1r1dland in thanking Your 
Excellen.cy for the evident desire 
You have th11s shov.rn to nromote the -
v;elfare of this Colony, and we hope 
that the blessi11gs of Divine Provi
dence rr1ay attend you in the great 
Province of tl1.e Common wealth of 
Australia, to which His Majesty has 
bee11 pleased to appoint you. 

HON. TI!E PRIME 1\1INISTER
I 2Jn too near His Excellency the 

• 

GO'Vernor in my public capacity, as 
one of his ad·visers, to freely give ut
terance to the feelings of regard and 
res13ect an.d admiration which I hold 
for him. 'l.,o do so might lay me op
en to a misconception which I would 
bo loath to cause. In the few ob
sei·vatio11.s v;rl1ich I am ab·out to make; 
I n1ereJy vv-ish to remind those pre
sent t!1at the proposed address, which 
I have no doubt will be carried, is 
not an ordinary one, and the recipi
ent of the address is well worthy of 
it. I have had the advantage, as a 
n1eml}er of the Executive of this Col
or1y, to advise six Governors and 
tl1ree Administrators, and I can hon
estly testify, and that without · any 
v7a~r detracting from the merits of 
h~s predecessors in office, that no man 
11as ever brought to the performance 
cf his duties as Governor of New
foun.rlla.nd such industry in official 
"rork and such widesnread interest 
in · all tl1at effects the people as · Gov
ernor l\1:acGregor. The keynote of 
his character, and I say it as one 
·~,rho has had opportunity of observ
ing him, is thoroughness. He did no
tl1ing by halves, believing that what 
was worth doing was worth doing 
well. Added to this was a°t\ fine sense 
of justice. He was always ready to 
• hear the other side, and neve;r ap-

proached the consideration of even 
the most trivial matter with a mind 
made up. His work amongst ,- us has 
not only been that of ordinal'y admin
istration, as the representative of His 
lVT ajesty the King, but he has been 
the leader in philanthr<'pic, social 
a,nd religious undertakings, and by 
his sympathy, has done much to aid 
and assist all such movements. He 
was not merely the Governor in St. 
John's bl1t of the whole Island, not 
of one class but of all people. His life 
-work in the far outoosts of the Em
pi.re, amongst the savage peoples over 
whom he ruled yearly, taught him 

• 
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that all were alike to the King and 
this lesson on hand stood him in 
good stead in tl1is country. His annual 
visits to the Esquimaux of the Labra 
dor, as well as the Indians of F·ortune 
Bay, were the natt1ral outcome of 
the correct conception of his position. 
011 the "\Vhole, l1e has been a busy man. 
During the last seven months his 
whole time has been occupied in the 
d'isent:angling iof almost difficult 
unprecedented constitutional ques
tion, and for years previous to this, 
great drafts h.ave been n1ade on his 
tin1e and energy in connection with 
the Am·erican and other foreign quest
ions; but, notwithstanding tl1is, he 
has found ample time to make up 
and deal with large questions in which 
this country is interested, and his re
ports on the trade, on the Labrador 
boundary dispute and on other matters 
entitled him to the lasting respect and 
regard ·of the neople ·of this Colony 
.As regards to his work as Governor, 
that b_ad been marked in the most 
signal manner by his Sovereign, as 
well as by the right Hon. the Sec
retary of State for Colonies, to whom 
·m.ay be some in this country did not 
see eye to eye with the Governor. 
For all that, 11e had, in tl1e exercise 
of his office, to exercise his judgment 
ancl nractically assume the personal 
res.ponsibility for his acts and decis
ions, but I am_ perfectly satisfied that 
when the effacing hand of time has 
removed those reasons, which often 
mark our judgments, when unaffect
ed by personal consideration, we are 
able to place ourselves in the Gov
ern·or's nosition, and all narro,v
mjnd.edness has passed away, the ver
dict will be that, all things consider
ed~ the Governor did what was right. 

Nor can we nass over the fact 
that much of his success as a Gov
ernor, in social and philanthropic 
work, is due to the sympathy and 

support of J1is partner, Lady M . a~ 
Gregor, ''rhcse si1nple home life 
l b

. and 
1a 1ts an.d syn1pathy 'vitl1 our PeopI 
in all their v·vork and movements h e 
b . . t' i· as cen ai1 insp1ra -1or1 a ike to all . "' 
have much 9leasure in moving thit:r 
Address of F'are-vvell to His Ex 1 ce -
lency tl1e Governor. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
-I have great vleasure in seconding 
the address nroposed by tl1e Hon. the 
Prime lVIinister. I hope that my 

hon. friencls on tl1e other side of the 
House ,.vlll concur in tl1e motion. We 
11ave had a great nt1mber of Gov
ernors here, but in all my experience 
and in my memory of the past fifty 
years I have 11ot k11own one who 
to·ok su.el1 !)ractical interest in the 
''relfare of tl1e Island. Of course, as 
a representative of His l\iost Grac
ious Majesty, one wou.ld expect him 
to act in an imnar.tial manner and 
to hold the balance eve11ly between 
the l:arties. This, as we have seen, 
b_e had <1on.e duri11g tl1e course of a 
most complicated political crisis 
whicl1 we had gone tb_rough during 
the past six months. In other mat
tersJ as well a.s this, His Excellency 
l1ad sho"\"{ln great interest and more 
especially thos.e relating to the fish-
ermen. Not content 
a l)ou.t th.em, he had 
them himself and 

with 
gone 

learned 

hearing 
amongst 

exactly 
their co11dition and everything relat
jng to th.em. He recognized and re
warded the bravery of the :fishermen. 
I kno\V of two cases in "rhich he had 
personally worked to gain recogni
tion for bravery. One was the case 
of some men of Bon·avista, who had 
risked th·eir lives to save some Nor
wegian :fisherm.en two years ago. The 
other was in the case of residents of 
Burin. He had gone personally and 
decorated these with th1e medals sent 
Ollt by the Hltm.ane Society. Nor 
could we pass over the work of Hi's 

' 

• 
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mxcell e11cy in t11e extinction of tub
erc-:..1lcsis. A great deal of the vigor 
criven to this rr1ovement resulted from 
t? 

tlie practical ii1terest taken in it by 
Bis Excelle11cy. Tl1e American ques
tion and the Labrador bou11dary ques
tion were otl1er lnatters in which Sir 
William MacGregor had taken ·a keien 
interest. 011 one occasion he ha.d said 
that one of his greatest regrets in. 
leaving l\J'ewfoundland was that he 
\Vculd not be here for the final set
tlement of tl1e Labrador boundary 
question, whicl1 he co11sidered pf the 
rocst vital impo·rtance. He 11as also 
interested hin1self in our trade and 
cornmerce. The outcon1e of l1is work 
in this matter was a !)a1nphlet which 
for exact and exhaustive matter was 
superior to an.ything eve~ yet pro
duced 11ere. But I think that ~our re
gret for his leaving is tempered by 
tlle kno,:vledge tl1at the Go,rernor is 
gcing to take up a post far· n1ore im
portar1t in tl1e eyes of the Empire 
and the Crown, where his great abil
ities v.1 ill be of greater use in the 
interests of the Ein:vire, of "~hich 

this Island forms a rather insignifi
cant nart. I 11ave great pleasure in 
seconding the proposal 1nade by the 
Hon. the Premier. 

l\1R. BENNErrT-I desire to say a 
fe-vv words in st1oport of the pro
posal made by the Hon. the Premier. 
Some four years ago I had the hon
or of being one of those to propose 
an Address in Reply to .tl1e Speech 
from the Throne. It was the first 
Speech from tl1e Throne read by His 
Excellency Sir William lVfacGregor. 
I had tl1 us the honor of welcoming 
the Govern·or to our shores and it 
is with feelings of great regret that 
I now rise to s!)eak of his departure. 
The pronosal made by the Premier 
deserves the approbation of every 
member of the House. Both sides 
must certainly admit thf1t ever since 

the Gov·ernor had undertaken his ad-
1r1i11lstrative dt1ties here he had ful
filled them to tl1e great benefit of 
the people generally. I am sure that 
''rhat has already been said is only 
i11 a srnall measure the exnression of -
vvhat the people thought of Sir Wm. 
lV1acGregor, who is now going to 
reap tl1e reward of long service to 
the Crown. He came here decorated 
with the rn.edal of the Humane Soci
ety. He cam,e here with the reputa
tion of a brave man and this reputa
tion he had fully sustained since he 
had tal{en our administrative system 
under 11is control. I feel sure that 
tl1e departure of His Excellency will 
be a loss to the Colony and I only 
hope that the su·ccess which has at
tended him here will go with him to 
his new p·ost. I have, therefore, 
great pleasure in supporting th1e pro
posal made by the Hon. the Premier. 

~IR. DEVEREUX-I rise to say a 
few words on the motion. I am sorry 
to say th.at I have not h·ad the 
pleasure of a personal acquaintance 
v\fith His Excellency., still, as one 
outside the House, I can speak high
ly of the appreciation felt for Sir 
William l\1acGregor. He is the peo
ple's Governor. As Governor he had 
to maintain the ·dignity of ·his posi
tion, but despite this he had gone 
among the people, studied their hab
its and learnt everything tl1at related 
to their lives. It is a matter of re
gret that he is about to depart, even 
though he is goi11g to take a position 
of greater importance in the Empire. 
I-Iis visits to Labrador had· been of 
great im.portance to the country and 
in other matters his practical inter
est made his de_oarture a greater . 
loss to the Colony. Nevertheless. 11 e 
was going to ·take a very high posi
tion in the Empire and I am gla1 
that l1is administrative abilities have 
received this recognition from the 
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Imperial Government. I have, there
fore, great pleasure in supporting 
this address. 

MR. SPEAKER having put the mo
tion, a division was called, whereupon 
the House divided and there appea ... r
ed for the motion the Hon. the Pre
mier, Hon. Minister of Justice, Hon. 
Minister of Finance and Customs, 
Hon. Minister of Agriculture ai1d 
Mines, Hon. Mr. Emerson, 1vlinister of 
Public Works, Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, Messrs. Bennett, De"'\rereux, 
Downey, Goodison, Kennedy, Moore, 
Murphy, Parsons and Squires (16) ; 
and ·against it Messrs. Kent, Clift, 
Clapp, Earle and Roberts (5). 

On motion of the Hon. the Prime 
Minister, it was ordered that a mes
sage be sent to the Legislative 
Council acquainting them that the 
House had passed the said _.\ddress, 
and requesting their concurrence 
therein. 

MR. SPEAKER informed the House 
that he had received a message 
from the Legislative Council ac
quainting the House of Assembly that 
they had passed the Address to His 
Excellency the Governor, sent up 
from the House of Assembly; also, 
that they had passed the Bill entit
led, ''An Act to amend the Revenue 
Act, 1905,'' without amendment. 

NOTICES Of QUESTION. 

MR. EARLE gave notice that he 
would on to-morrow ask the Hon. 
Colonial Secretary as to whether any 
arrangement or contract had been 
made for the Fogo District mail 
service; and, if so, v1hat steamer had 
been engaged, at what subsidy, and 
at what time said service would be-

• gin. 

MR. KENT gave notice that he 
• 

would on to-morrow ask the Hon. the 
,~ 

P.rlme Minister whether any arrang~-
1 

ment had been n1ade between th 
Imperial Governr.aent . and the G e 

t f t 1 U . OV-
e~~rn~n ~ _1e n1ted States for the 
aaJud1cat1on of t11e liecuniary clai 

d b ..t.. • fi ms 
rr1a e y cerLaln .1.rms. and individ-
uals, inhabitants of the ·united Stat et..: 
th:rc)ugh t11e Governrn.ent of that coun-
try, a.g·ainst the Gcvernn1ent of New
fcundland; and, if so, to lay a copy 
thereof c·n the table of tl1is House 
ant1 st?.,te v.rhether the Government of 
1'Iewfot111dland conser1ted to sucli ar
ranr.:ernent. 

'·~ 

l\'.fR. CLIFT gave notice that he 
would on to-m_orro1Ar ask the H on. 
Cc>lvnial Secretary if an3:r expenditure 
of road money had been made at 
'1'ilton, in the District of Hr. Grace, 
~vitb.in t11e last 1non.th; and, if so, was 
said n1cney eXI)Onded by the Road 
Board.; also, tfJ ask tl1e Hon. Colonial 
Secretary and tlJ e Reid Nfid. Co., in. 
reference to tb_e I)la,cing of a second 
ste·an1er on tl1e J_.,al)rador ser ... vice in 
1\'IaJ-.,. last; also, tb.e correspondence 
froro. tl1e Denartrnent of Marine and 
Fisheries on the same subject; also, 
a sta.te111en.t fro1n the Postal Depart
n1ent sl1owing t11e dates that the Vir
gi_n:i~ Lake left St. John's and re
tur11ed during last season. 

It was moTred and seconded that 
wl1en the House rises it adjourn till 
to-mcirrow, Frida:v, J11n.e 11th, at 5.30 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

Tl1e !Iouse then adjourned accord
irtgly" 

FRIDAY, June 11th, 1909. 

The House rr1et at 5.30- n.m., pur
s·uant to adjournment. 

PETITIONS PRESENTED. 

MR. CLi\.PP-I beg leave to pre
seD:t a petition from the residents of 
So~th-west Arm, in the District of 
St. B~rbe, w·hich I ha_ve the honor to 
represent, asking for the allocation 
cf a sum of money for the building of 
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a brldge at that plac~. I _ know the 
\, - 'I ~ 

great lYeed ; ~h~~-~ · .. is f~~ · ~he :.bri~g_e; as·· 
it is irc1!)o~sib!e to ·reach th~ - .other 
~dde excetJ.t' by boat~ . and . I "trust 
... - . . ~ . 
that · tl1e ··department to ' 'vhi-Ch the 
peti tl~n will · be · r~f~rre~ ~i11 · give 'tt 

f - ~. <• tk.'.; ~. 

their most ... careful attention. 
' 

I also · beg, leave ·to ·present a pett..: 
tions from ·. the · -inhabitants of Harbor 
Round)~ Bent:s C9ye and West Coun.;. 
trY Cove; praying that H~rbor Round 
be ·made ~ p<>rt of caiI ~Y · the coastal 
boat;· The --~nearest ~-ports of call 
were La · Scie on · the ~outh, - ~nd 
pacc1uet -o;n t!ie -·north. - The fishermen 
ran· ~re~t ·risk to li~e 1J.µd · prop·erty 
1n taking ~~ir· freight· -f~OI.D · these 
plaQ~S -·ili cfpen boat. T~er~ · are quite 
a number of inhabitant~- in the vic
h1ity and I know that coastal boat 

. . ... . 
eommunica'tidn ·~would ·. be a great ·ad-

. ~ -
vantage ·to the ··people. I think - the 
boat cc»uld :Conveniently ' call:- lhete, as 
the "harbor ~ rs···' a. bold cfne :an.a:· th·e an:.. 
eho~ag& . ·good, and l . ask .. tliat ·{ t ' 'be 

(·· . ~ > .:oi;.... • • -~ ........ , " I> 

referr~d .. to ·· the ·department to· which 
It 1:>elon·gs,· where·.-1 ·· hope :'the ··prayer 
of the p"i.~tition ~will' 'recerve the ' care~ 
ftil attention: ~that ·. is : due . it! 

- - ~ ... ... 
• ~ ' • . . ' f, • - . - . --

I a lso beg le~ve ·to pres~µt a peti-
tion . from the . inhabitants of Bonne 
Bay, in reference to the o, ferry boat 
at'. that -pla~~: -. The :- "in.habitants wfsli· 

. - . -- . . . ... . . ,. --
to have .a motor boat, instead of the . ' ; 

• - • ;< .... -. . ' - - ,. - .. • ~ .-- ~ 9: . 

ope11 boat now in use at the pr~sent 
• , _,.- .. -l'~- 'mt ·- ... ' _.,.,,. • ...~~-"- -

t1m~. P~opl~ travelling in . aµ op~n 
• • "- ' • ~ • {> _ .. __ - -· ~ ... .,. ...... ~ '' 

ferry boat from. Bonne Bay to Norris' 
~ . -_ -

Point suiier .great inconvenience .. ari~d 
... \ - - ' - .. .. 

exposure ' iri . stormy -·weather~ whereas . 
- .. , ,. 

if the motor boat was . substitu'teil tlie 
time:~woutd~:-: ti~ ' "sb'.brtenetf···a:nd .. ·incon
v~niance-.:-z~ a:vcided: r'f. 1 . hav:e ,.il\ much 
pleasure in supporting ;·the prayer·, -of 
the petition · and I recommend that a 
tiJ.otor-'·.boat >'btj substituted~:.; for ' :~- the 

. -
open bo:lt 1tbiit fa: now··~used: : 1 :~. 

. ' . 
I · also oe·g_ I eave ·to , pr~~en:t .· a i>eti-

• ~ .~ ,__ ~ "' , ,;: . -· . ·. ;I- .: 

tlon : rroip.~" -·tne inha'6iiantk ~br ·,· Horse 
tslana·~ ·t·h~: ··:P~titioriEfr·s 1' · :Pray ·--;.r·t-fiat 

- " . . 
,. . - - - .":- . .. : . . .. :. 

the coastal boat call there once a 
1ncihitt,~~~ g9ing:~iana~· ·-botili1i1g:~ ~: 1 ha~~ A 

mubh p1efisiit;~ =1·n ~up~o~ting t1-e: pray- .. 
r"":l_•' ':.: ~ ••il •°::it '"• .• ,.. •f.· ·. 

er ·of ·~the ·- "i>etit_io~:# "~for·' a farg~ n~iti·. 
~-··~·( " ; <\, .... . ~~ -,:.1 "' - & • ·~~ ~ - ...... .,. .... :J l~ y ~·· 

her '"'of peopre,., ireq'iient' the' 'iitace ~·dur-
. - ' ,. ".:: """' ' i y ... • '.;: c;""" ' ~ .\,. • ~ 1 'i ~-~ -~ $.. ~ . ~ 

i11g~ .. the " fish,ing·· iea'soii. ... The ·anchor- ._ 
' ' «' ~ ' . ... . . . I 1'- ~ 1i ~ . • 
i /•1 · 'llwlo ft' • _,_·.; !i • *- _ • • ..... It.~ r ., ;& .• · 

~ge ·-·at what is called 0 Western Har-. 
.. ~ .... ... . ~ , • .... • - - ~ •• - ., , 1! - ., ., •• - - : "W-"' •• ·-r ". .. .,_ 

bor'' cou1a' ~ accommodate-· the :"~ -Pros ... 
; "'· . • .. ~ ·~_,. ·.::~·- ... ~- -~r. -~- .· ' ·"-.. . 

petd, .. 'or ··even ·. a . rarger .. steamer. . I 
t.. ........ ~· .. ') .-~ ::-- ·~ ... \.-'· .-... 

tru.st that "It will . receive· the ··cons.id- . 
~- • • i, 1'"'. ... . ~ f.; ...... .... - .er- ~ - . ~ . - . ,\ • ,. 

er~ti6n of the aepartment -~to . whic~ 
('_ r ~ "'P_ ... ~ • \. 

it i'~ referred. ; -... . 
~ . , . . -- ..... 

I also beg leave to pr~sent ~ . P~ti:-., 

tion .:from~ Fleur ·de Lys~ asi¢ing .that 
the'· coastal boat· call th.ere. . , I ~; auv~ 
port , this petilion, -~ al~o, .and . recc>m~, 

n1end it . to' the careful -consideration. 
' 

of · the departnfent~ .. Fl~ur .. ~de -Lxs bad . 
grown to ·be· a ·place of som-e. imp.9rt-, 
ance;· The ·Prospero · made on_e _trip , 
there · 1ast yeai- · and· ~~sidered,c·~ ... the 
place ·unfit to :-C~ll at.. . _>he ... . -v~~ 
tition. · ·sets out : . . "We htJ.d ,.the . 

~ - .,. . ~ 

plea·sure -or a· vfsit froni ' the· stea~-er 
Prospero· last fall and we: . ,tho\l.gJit 
slfe ··would contiiiu-e ··ta call here, .:. but . 

' -

we rearn since th·at Capt-. Ke·an , ~~Yfl-

it .is' .. n-O· fit place for the, shiq, ~ state-. 
n1eni ; t}?.at• a1-1 the· ·reslQ.ents. 9f .-· i9~1t
hal!bor -Can deny. -. '·We ha,v~ j;UJ:l~Y~4.-

-- . . . . ' 

the liarb·or ·and ' can pro_ve th~t it. i. 
sa·fe--- ror· a · ,much la~ger · Fhip tl\Q..n 
the ·ss Pros·pero.'' ' .1 ' .. could s.~Y. -~o-

thi·ng· stronger ·than t~e .. aboye ___ q,"q.Q-. 

tation from ~ the p_etition,, in '~:P.P<.?~~, 
of~- the steamer's-· calling at _ Fi~11T ge 
Lys. . The·· depth o( .water -in ·~eo.. out~ 

side -· harbOr is from six to tev. fa..t~~ 
~ • ~<I . -

t1n1s; ... ~trd · inside, · wh._e~e . th.e ~ r-m~l}.ir9{;-

war ·used to. anehor, tbe ~rwr .. t it 
much . Jargef. ~nd- the ShQa}eSt . W:{lt~t, 
tn ~ th6 · narrowest. part of thee Tic~~~ 
ts twenty ~reet. "·. · '. , ··. ,_ · ~ 

. l - . ~ 
'E. .. -: __;. ~ '"°! ~ .. ~" ,, . ~ ' ..... • ; . - . ... 

" 1· alS"o -'"1leg ~le«ve fo~ pr~~sent ~ Retl-
tlon fr6tn ~tliel i~~ideiits. ·-0r ·Port ·Sl\,m .. 
ders .Jtii.a ·oelfeF!;Bld:ces:&· Its· ~iqtnitr. 

1lsktxig· !to't· tei~ngf~;i)lif~·~ c9;nfu 1Jnf e~tf~· 
rtom iibD.11~('~B'iy ·t:1:: Port ' ~sa.unc1er8. 
g~verli1 ~ s·e~si6tf§ ·1'ag6 · ~ present~cf r '-~~~ 

. ' 

.. 
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mass petition, asking for telegraph 
communication at the principal cen
tres along the coast. I was success-

. . . 

ful in having . communication estab-
lished at La Scie, Wes tern Cove and 
Seal Cove, and I hope that before 
long telegraphic communication v1ill 
be established at all the important 
settlements of the district. In sec
onding the Address in Reply to the 
Speech from the Throne a few days 
ago my hon. friend, Capt. Winsor, 

, member for Bonavista Bay, mentioned 
the absolute necessity for telegraphic 
communication on that coast. He 
said that during the fishing season, 
on the North-east Coast, there "·ere 
over 5,000 men in that vicinity, and 
telegraphic communication· w·as need
ed in case of loss of traps and other 
damage, whereby the ftsl1ermen would 
be able to telegraph their orders di
rect to St. John's, instead of, as now, 

· · being obliged to wait for the mail 
boat, which meant loss of time and 
money. There might be a severe 
storm,as was experienced some twelve 
years ago, and no· communication 
could be sent to bring a steamer there 
in case of necessity. Port Saunders 
is a place that is bound to come to 
the front. There are large timber 
areas at Hawke's, Bay, where it is 
said there will shortly be mills erect
ed, and I am sure the hon. member 
for Harbor Main, Mr. Murphy, who 
is interested in the Ha wke's Bay 
mills, will agree that telegraphic com
munication along that ~oast will be 
a great benefit to the people there. 
It is a level country and little diffi
culty. will be experienced in· laying 
down the line. What the Government · 
will receive from the messages sent 
:would pay for the outlay on it. I am 
determined that although I am on . 
the Opposition side side of the House 
I will do all in my power for my 
constituents. I have always done my 
best in their interests and they have 

rewarded me . by returning me to 
this House three times with good 
majorities. I hope that the Leader 
of the Govern1nent, Sir Edward Mor
ris, will not stay his hand in ad .. 
vancing the interests of St. Barbe 
all he can during his term of otnce. 
I not only refer to telegrauh com
m uni cation in the district, but to 
the absolute necessity of a steamer 
being put on which would ply be
tvveen Griquet, the ter1ninus of the 
Prospero, and Ca!)e Norman. Thia 
would be of untold advantage to the 
fishermen of that part of the coast. 
I ask that all the petitions be refer
red to the proper departments, where 
I hoDe they will recei,~e careful and 
prompt attention. 

MR. SQUIRES-I 11a~re very much 
pleasure in supporting the prayer of 
the :petition just presented by . the 
hon. member for St. Barbe, concern
ing the possibility of making Pac
quet an alternative port of call by 
the steamer. There was much busi
ness done there, not only by the resi
dents of the place, but also by visit
ors. I feel convinced that if it could 
be arranged for the coastal boat to 
call there great advantage would be 
derived by the inh·abitants of that 
vicinity. Anybody who had ever 
visited Pacquet or had done business 
there would know the great need 
there was for coastal boat communi
cation and I have therefore great 
pleasure in ·giving the prayer of the 
petition my ·support. 

• 

It was ·ordered that these petitions 
be referred .. ~ to the · dpeartments to 
which. ·they ·relate. · 

1t-:IR. MORRIS-I beg leave to pre
sent to the House a petition from 
residents of Argentia, Fox Harbor 
and Long Harbor on the subject of 
having the coastal steamer Argyle 
call at these vlaces on her northern 
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tril)· The petit ion was signed by 
rncst of the ·residents of these local
ities. The petition set out, among 
ether things, that . Argentia, Fox Har
bor a!ld Long I-Iarbor were three of 
the most pop11lous and most import
ant places on the east side of Pla
centia Bay. The population was 
abo11t 1,800, and tq.ey had forty or 
u1ore large western boats . fishing at 
cape St. Thiary ·s, besides a large num:
ber of smaller crafts. There were 
a considerable number of men who 
prosecuted the fisheries inshore. The 
peo1)le were . consequently very anxi
ous that the steamer should call at 
t11ese places and I can _see no goqd 
reason w hy they should be deprived 
of the advantag~s which the more 
fortunate settle1nents of the district 
enjoyed. I understand that this mat
ter has been agitated for son1e years. 
There has been a petition to the 
Legislature before on the subject 
and JD.embers of the House have 
been req11isitioned by the inhabitants 
on previous occasion. Certain repre
sentations were made to the last 
Government by the former Minister 
of Finance, 1\iir. Jackman, and by his 
colleague, Capt. Bonia. The latter 
had gone so far as to draw up a 
schedule to show that these ports 
could be visited without any loss of 
time. Tl1ere could be no doubt as 
to the necessity of making · these 
places a port of call and now that 
the inhabitant11 have come to the 
House I trust that the Government 
would see their way clear to make 
the necessary arrangen1ents with 
the contractors to have the prayer of 
these people granted. There · is no 
question about the importance · of the 
settlements and the right of the 
people there to participate in the 
advantages of the coastal service. 
Fox Ha,rbor is a very large fishing 
centre, perhaps _ the largest in . Pla
centia Bay. The settlement . sent 

ninety large western boats to Cape 
St. Mary's every year and I have 
great pleasure in presenting the pe
tition, although the petitioners have 
not been very enthusiastic in their 
reception of the People's Party can
.didates, last fall or in the spring. 
However, that would not affect me 
in my duty to my constituents. I 
now ask that the petition be received 
and sent to the Department of the 
Colonial Secretary. I in,tend to fol
low it up when presented and would 
ask the Colonial . Secretary to · ·for;,. 
ward it to the contractors. I have 
great hopes that very shortly the 
pr.ayer of the petition will be g~anted 
and that the improvement in the 
service asked for will be brought 
about. 

MR. DEVEREUX..;_! ·beg to give 
the petition which has just been 
presented by my hon. colleague, Mr. 
Morris, my support. The matter in 
question is one of universal interest 
to the people of the settlements of 
Argentia, Fox Harbor and Long Har.:. 
bor during last fall and this spring. 
There were many places in the dis·t
rict which needed the steamer and 
none more than the places fr.pm 
which the present petition came. As 
my hon. ·colleague has said, Fox 
Harbor was a large centre, from 
which many fishing ·boats· went to 
Cape St. Mary's. Satisfactory com
munication was, therefore, much 
need-ed. I trust that the Government 
will -interest themselves in the mat
ter and that the petitioners will soon 
have the advantages which are de
rived from the coastal boat making 
regular calls. 

. MR. HOWLEY-I wish to say a 
few words . in reference to the · peti
t ion which has been presented by my 
hon. colleague, Mr. Morris. I do not 
wjsh to . be considered as opposing 
the prayer of the petition, .. for I 
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heartily st1pport .. it, _ Qut : I .~i.sh to 
' :'! ... , .., - - .•• ,,. i" • •. -_ - ~ - • 

· jj~9i.nt ol1t ,.that th.ere. _fsc ... DJ.Qr.e ~JD.meal-
• :'!,.. ! ~, I ' ~ . . r I • } f ,.. .~- T r ... 4 ~ ~· I ~ :.. I._ ... ~; • ;_ ... ;. :'- p ( .• : 

att~ neces131ty .. for .. tlie ~~9@.Stal steam-
• ... ,., f • , "' .~ ... . .. .,, ' ~, • ·;r • l r * ~ • ~- .__: .... ~ "' • r.. ._. ~ - • • •• ._., - • • - " 

er to c~11 · at .:flie. isJ~nd .. ~g;rts ~ of Pia~ 
,• I ' ' •' " . t• -1< !. • •' •. ~ 1 •• ' '-

. ceritia Bay. ~·' These ,. vorts . tbat . I 
. .., ' ~- '..... :i.."'t -· .. ~ ).;-"•- • ·• \ -. ... "l.. •. . . : "I: 

~).+-*f~j. ...... , .. , .' .. , ~; "'· . -·~"-< .,. 

8pe~k for .,tJJ~~r !l'om ~ ihe . ., J>OJ;~ts -,. .9,D 
: iti:e .;·Iri~i:q.Ia~<i, ;! in-~ tl!~t·: ~l\e } Q.tiiY .:w_~·Y 
:ty \vi)iBil ~.fiey ; co\iid · - ~9mmup.icate 
't-! .. ~. '' .o.:."'· .,._··f·( • ! $-:.:. . .''·. ·~ ·... ·." 

witli the . out~1de world is . by . the 
- -)' t. .- ""' . • ~ ..... - "# .. ' ... _. ..,. "- f '\· or-

~ .... ~~.I . ;j •. ~;. .. t ·1 I-•-·. ,.i.- "'.... .. . .:..""-~ :.· ,,.. .. , _.\. ·~ • 

_ c~ast~l - st.~~.;r::er. 4 ~aiJ1:)Y~Y.s, rf{,~As .and 
. tir'idges coqld be' ouilf~ to ~lieJ.t>" tne 

-., .. .. .,, • ·."ii •• .. y ' - 1 '-"' .. ? ~ ·• '!°' ~ .· ·! . . . ..... .. .. 

people -on tli:~ i~J?.~!tjra.A$1; ... b4t ._a_s r~~r 
1as· 1tlie ~1)eo~pt~ _c;_n .. - - t~~ , · !~!~ii<t~ · ~~~r~ 
fl" ...: f.. ., " ~ • ,. ..... :; ,, • ':. .. .i,...-:.. ~ : ..... - i• - ,- . . 

(;011cerned · tliey could only ~be . helped 
~ ~ '• .. . . .:;.· .... * .• ~ ~. <. ' • • • 

... ~ p -,. l'· - f . . .: . ~-' 11 :. ,i: ; -;._~ .. ! ~ ... A~ ~ .r . '" .·· • · '; i.. 

by fhe steamer calling at _t.h~m. _ A,s 
f- " # ;_ ~ "t • .-1, .... ~ rt ...\ '} ~ ' }:_." ... - ·. ·4 ~ ";·. ~ . . ~- _,-- ~ 

t .. have ~:\Id, .. J ~~ .. ~!1 po .:wa,;y ~h,.at;-t '.,.,<-•":'°• .. ' ... ,. . t! _._, "<4 -{' ~ ' • ,..._ •••• 

eve·r opposed 1t~ ·,.t~~ .!ti:~y_e:r- .ol . t:ti~ 
J)(· +J : ~ • ,.,., ,1•-n . '· ~ ~ -:.1: ·;;i. : ,._ ' . . -
·pe~1~t1~n ~nder ~o,,ns_1,<1~r~\~-9l_;l, 

1
gl}t _ .l 

·ihiiii{ ·:'that· ·t:he 'hiore "isolated #-:61.~ce~ 
shou Id be considered first. ,. . ·- , 
~. tlt' wds ordered. \-that t "this petition 
b{f ~ refe'rred 'to ;:" the~.. clepartment to 
\\~hie h it . r~la tes. '-~ 'i ._, • • ~. . 

•1 "' • ~ .U,: 4' ~T ... • !' .•~'Ill";~_.;. ., , " 'II 1: 

~ ~· 

~1~. HQ!VJ.-~¥-:-~ ~~~· Je~~T~ to ~f~7 
0 • .. L "• • 

!cnt a, _ P~tif1?~ ~~!c~ tp.~ 49P· · ~~m~ 
~~~ f_~! .~t . . ~eor.~~,~-' . ~~·"· _PP'Y.~~r., 
~p.o , ~~ ~1.1.aY<tl<l~btr ~9.~~J1t, · -~~~'-" ~~~! 
e'i rne . to ·take care of. Qn .l)ehalf ,of 

.~"·• I ... s ... .,..,~ ....... o/" ... · .. : '"'i,,1( .,.~~ ! .. :.-~·.~· ~.: 

~~1 .e h<?~· ~~~tlf?~a1.\; .. ! ,.-.· h~y·~- .. m.'!.Cb, 
pleasure .in presenting ·a peti.tion 

·t"( .._ .,. . · ·-;;."'!'"... • ~,,,·-1:--~1 .. ~ * .--:: .">-" .... :- ,. • ,..-~--!~r:, ;;-

ftOnl ·the inl}.abi.tan~ . o{ Grl!-JJ.-d ;River 
'*- '· . •t: .. " .. ~. c- .. ~ .. '1 ""::; ,, ~. ......~··· '··~ ~ ··-~·.r . -~ ~~~ ... 

and Little . R:i~v;er, · ,QpdrQy, . .asl\iqg iot 
L' ' • _.,., :i..,;. ,-;. ~ • < "!'1" •'.'" ' • ._:__ ;1.·1: ~ -~· • \: ··.~ 2 I)::!.:. O -1· j.. 

a: gca11t to _. b_uil_cl a road -fro,m Gra_nd 
..,. • ., ... ·,..; -:.·.., ."""f • l :r .,. •. ~ ( r ~ , .,..~.,.. ,. i. 

~.ivery to Li~tt'"~~. I\i.Y<t!· 1. ~~~e , . p~r; 
~-('na~~ k~~!:1~~g~» o!~ . t~~~ . ~1st:r!S!t 
\V1!if~ is,: O~.~" ~f~"; th~ tn9Stc ~~f~Q~lf~i!}fl 
fiirmJng settlements in . the Isla.ni1, 

.. • .. ~ ~ . ~ ~ . ,.. ..... '""""' ... ""' 'J " c- ~ 'i ):' • ";. ' • ... • -.;.. : .. • ,) ~ 

A}~ tq~ i~~aq!:~~~~~ . tH.~re~-· -i~~-~tjpip~,~f 
in farming·, and · -not in· .'the . fi.sheries4 

.. , ~ - .... .;-.: - --.... 'lb~ ';; .... -~~··:· \:..; .... -!·l".J ... ;,, >I-:. :~i }J.""'~~ 

'}~hat · 'Y~a~rr~''- Il~~~]l;~µ~~.st e~t.~_~· . "\'Y'~F~ 
tc) tl1e fisl1ermen, roads were to tb:ero .. 

~ • . , • .,. -.. .... ,., ,,. ,.. ... -. ... ... ,, . ., ·.: - .WI_ . ~ ... ~ .,. , I ! ,. "·-~; ._ ~ 

I heartily support tl1e pr~yer vot·, the~ 
~ .• - . ! ~ - ~ \ ·- .. 

petition and trust that the ·depart-
ment 'to "\\•lii6h l-lt is ref erred wi11- ·~ see 
ti~':Way"i 3Cle~r L fo -gfint the 'prayer Of 
ttfe petftio1reis. -- · · · 4 ~· · • -

".; .. - . ._, ~."' -· .... .,. ~ . ' - . 

I~ ~ .. w~~ o~~~;:~~ -~ t~~~~~ t~jfa .. ~~ti,i~-~IJ. 
be r~:err~~ ,- t9 ,h the ,, d1pa~.JP:~U.-~ . t~. 
''rI1ich it relates. · · · 

.; TJ.IE _.H~ON. , QO;LON~1\~ SECRg ... 
~r-A.-:RY-1 , a~k '!_~eave to present a Petf ... 

4~i9n , f!or1t Ca_~~b '.(.uck arid .otlLer re~l
,~~nts., ,of $~0~1 :· I-I.a1·bor,. . Ciare.nv1Ile 
Ge<?!~e_'s :: ~i:o_o~t .. _a;nd , Yf~init.Y. _ . The pe: 
~,i,ti.9n~i:s ,. s,t~te t}!at ~ the ,1>r~eQ.t road 
1>~.t,wee:~ , .f?~o.a1 . Harbor and Ciaren
y~IIe. i~ .. ~rnpa.s_sal;J~:~ fro)ll · Novernber 
Jf!ltil .May . .. 1t ~pa~ses ~. ove~ a vei;y 
?~gp hjll .,.an,_d . -~lp~g a "steep, rocky: 
~1fl~~lde, ;frpm .~~jch :tl1e ,_ water la 
~p!f,stan:.~_!Y ,.~om.Ing .ip ·~i11ter wea
t}1~r, . ; fp~J~lf~g . iµ,tp :a maas of le~~ 
.~\-~!qll , co,Y~~~.q __ · ~he .road co~plete-· 
I~r .. \o~r "-. ~ . dist~ii.G.~ of more than 
~ne hqp.di:.~p - ~~rds. . _J_n ... at.tem_pt_ing
·.! ;<:>· -.:P,a~s oy~r . this .rQJtd , many peopl~ 
~~? me~~ -)Vit~. ~~rloJI.,~ ~a-~cid_ents. aQ4 
Ji.~:~. ~9, r~ti:ea.t w,itl;t la~~.d h·orse.s and 
,_ ,_ ~ - .. • .I • . 

p;r.o:J~e::n .011t:(its. - _A·t .. _pr.~~tent a per_,Jn 
ill. -Jlintpr ' ~ea~on ~o,uld n9t take a 
i.i'c1rse .f.roni , S~oal B,ay or ClareJ.l.villir 
williout g.Qiqg ov:e~ ·_the ra.il:way track 
'f"-f' I ·. - .;. ·,." ·,,~ ._ • ., -; .. ..:_ . - . . . f 

~hi~h lf~$. .. bot}:! .. dang.er;0us and con~ 
----s- . .. - ~. ~- _...,. _,.... ,...... ...... • .. - .... . ... -

tr.u.r.y tQ law. T;o . ge,t 1ov~r the dlfft· 
,..~ ~ • ' \ -.,,,s ,. -~ ~ - -. ' • 

cµltf of ~~h~ ice-b~rr.~~r~ _. the p~titton 
~~·-s stat:e;d that ; P~r~ of .;t}\e .Poad. must 
\l~ ::_ ~p~demned ", ~l~.ogether · and · a 
bi;.a.a~.h r9ad ;- out tqwa~'4.s tbe. sea+· 
$hQJ:~ f ·Ji; a· sh():rt clista1:1e~ con.neettn,. 
wit~ ·· the. present ~ road, at a point at 
tb-e .. west, side o.f· the ·hi.l:l. · The pettt'" 
loners ·_ c·on_sid~red: -the. proposed loca-
tion along t:he .. , water- side · very con ... -
veni.en t : as ,material was· at-· han<t for 
fi-lling in· an.d- bu.i·ld-ing,. u ;p tb0'· wall !8' 

quired: -al0ng . tthe landwash-;; fu-rtlier 
tlia·t - the proposed ---iocaton where tt 
touche-d-· the landwasli was the deep-. . 

est water ar·otlnd ·sh·oat -.ffarbor·ana·11 
very ,convenient · lan·ding · place· eJuld 
be . built ·, the.re later a·t a very smatJ 

:o .:,.i • - • . ' ':-+ • 

cost. The petitiioners -therefore pra 
eJ for a grali't t·o complete this road 

r ~ . ~· ~-'' J._ • ....,. • • ~ • • I •• • 

·wh-ich they stated -..would- b-e a. boon 
!' ~ :_if. .... "' ... -.."" • ... . - • • ~ • • 

n·ot l~~ly tu the peop1e .. of S)ioa:~ tir., 
,,,,,.., •{ •. • ... .. ~ - • .l 

<:*~~f._ge~ B_ro?k,,, Raµdo~ I~_land, Clar 
~nville . and vicinity but aIS..o -t'1. the 

.ti· \~ "!,"' .r .._ · :f ... · • ?t " ~ 

p~ovie of Goose Bliy and other par 



... . ~.t.. . . -~. -~ - " '? " .'- ~ • ii • ...... .:: 

bf ' Bonavista ·Bay .. ·who in ·· winter had 
t. '< : l . ..,_., . ~ ·~· .... ~ 3 I ~ .f\ ;". • ";. - .:-: • ·,: ' ~ '\ • ~- · ~ . ·• • • • 

bilsiiies.s 'with C'larei1ville .i:.ailw~.y sta 
T ........ ,_ .. ~:· 'f < 0 <":.···~·A• 

ti:l111. - I ask tliat '; this . p·e·tltion be . re-
ter-r{jd: to the, DeIYa'ttme11t . of · Ptiblic 
W'or -ks a:nd I .. tru$t th·a:t ~t -' Will ~be · p6s~ . . . 

eible to ·~O spme:t~ing later:'on to ·meet 
• 

the views ,of the , p·etiti·o11ers. 
""" . _:; .. : •· ... ~· - -.-;· ~- !; i!, _.- ,-. _ .. ;. •, .. _1:,.. :.: ~- • "":'- ~· 'i .: !-- •. 

::!tR. sQtrr:tt'.Es· · 1 - ~ have ~-vefy . in~ch 
. . . . ~-· -~ - _· -,,_. -~ ... t .. : ~~..;_ ~ ;; .. -, . . ~ ~·.'. ~j . ~-~-} 

ple·a.stfr·e ~ ~~:. , s~_~p.o;:~~~1.f~ ... · t.lie ·· ~~~t~J.f ~~ 
intr>o·ducetl oy ID)'" colleague, the Ho11 

Colonial · Se.cretary. % : 1 ·~had ~ "the · tor-
r ~ • - .,,. . 

; ~ . " 

tune o.:r · mt~fv-rtune, to tr1tve1 .·over.. tlie 
~ ... - - . 

r~a~d - ~n· 1"l ~ , f2ound i_t. t9 J:>e . in .~ ~ v~ry 
bad "condition~; - ,.iq· 'fict I f9l,11d: thitt 
if. w~.- unspeakaply .. lla·d., :· It.: is abs·dl-

. .~ -~ . .. . ' . 

utel.y n~cessapy thait th;e .r:o~Q. . shoµld 
' . - . :" . . 

pe change·dl t\·~t aet f·.orth in it~e~, ;pettt-
. - - . . 

i-O'n, .oi: .. that th.e· ·: ·Pr~sent r~rad should 
. - - ~ a 

be made respecta.bie. 
. .. . . " ... $.' - . . .·h. ~ . • : . :: :,. . ~ ;_, . . :c -r:· ~ : · .,. ... ~ 'l. _ ·*" 

- -f· ' • ._ -· -· '!' ' ........ -..-¥ d.; f . - ~ 

. It was ,or4~red .. that this pe:titio:p. _ be 
. . . . ; " ~~- ! - ::..;:, "'"" ).;,_ . i:o ~ ;-· :'-l . - -~ ..... ' .. . . .&_ ... ... .. .. • ' 

i·_efei~.r~d . to the Dcp·artment to w·hich 
ii reia·t~s . 

. . 
' 

tt • :;;t ~ ' """.;;. . ~ ;'l ... '';-;; . ~- ~ t:: ,._ { • • '.· < ~ -. 3~ 

.· 1\fR~ . EARLE t beg to preseµt a 
~ ·- • ~ .;,. ·,. -' ' .a.f .'.., :. .. • - - 1:- • .:.. ,;;. ~ . .. -

petiti1l>n fi~O'iil> Ialatt<l · Harbcrr: al~lriilg 

~hat ·t,hat ~Dlaee :;be' in-ade a: '.'p:Qrt of call 
t9r the J~itti: ~ ~t:eamer. · T~~- people 
there w:~r~ ··-~_t . :~ ::. rery ,: :: int~l~jgent 
ClP .. Ss and· it WaB ·a: great·1fneonyen.iejlce 

~ "" fl ~ • • ~ .... • • 

t-0 them that their mail , comm uni ca:.. . " ~ .... - . ·_ - ~- .... - ; ~ --~.. ~~- ... .. ..,. --' -. 

tio"1 . w~ - so.. ,_- vecyi · limited~ · Th0.'Y 
h~ t~ ,;,;ail ~;or: the ~ernces of a cour.-
~~ d~~Jngi .! :tl\~" <. past~ . iw·e1~~~~ ~{~\lt.h.s~ 
~here. ·w~qqld -t\oi":. be · m11~b, d!ffic~lty . in 

·, ~ ·.~..... • ::-- ~ .. --1" ~ - ~ __ , .• • ' 

the making of ar·rang_em-e,nts_. fo.r th~ 
steamer to call . there, . as . she· went 
tli cli&~ge:·~-1~1antifi;:, ~iiti:r ~:(j:Useau~tit1y 
had · to go near Islarrtt'~ tt=a+i>«o:a:r: 

, -t. ,. . ... ,, ~ ... ~ .·.f .... 

. _ 1 ai-~h .. begi ·1eavij''· i6 l>t~~ifit ·: &.1; Pe= 
tftt·oii· rrtiffi~~ tli~:" 1nh:irtftik1{f.~ · rJi''· Biili~ 
Cov~~·a~~iil·g ~rrir' th~·~ittrb~itiS>n '<ir ·i~o·b· · 
to~ tmJir,h·ve '*~thte · · ~li1li~r , tf0;0:· i ''. itii6'~ · 

_.. _- _,-.. · ;-:?- ·~•I - ._"'.'"".. : \_. ! • ~"",_:-,:_- ·_:.:: .. .. ___ .....,_ , 

the wn.irr tv~FY :~w·fiit · ~n(l': ~1 · nirs.efr _ ex~ 
P.~rtence~·~ gi!·~a.i' a1flf~li1t~· · t~:' iilidirii: 

Ji;. . ·- .-_ ! c.4. ~· ..... .. _ - . . -JI~ "' .... .... _· .~ -·~' .. - . ..... ~ .... .... .... . on· o.he vfst~'.~ .iibt';.~: for ~ ,. efecti~rieEiring 
F . ..;_ ·- ~-·~ . . -( . / r;i.·~- , t; .... .... ..j'., ~~ -- _-: ~ ,_\ _"'' •. ': ~ !:. "-~ " - ~ -~ 

Pu.r1>-~ses';· 1 _ han · tne .mls·;tortune tc» tall 
tnta·tne, ~ati;r' ~·-wh~fi 1 t;j{Ji~ tti': ·r~i1~1i · 

157 
- ~ - ;. . . . -. .• f . .. .: ·r .1-.,. 

: ...:_ ...... _: - .1 • .,_.. • . ,. ,.,._ . .... l .<r ; ... $ - .., -..4 -

the &t~g~~ .h~~·d, . '.Che .. ~ people. .•. ha"\'e 
- .-.. ...:i t .. ~i _;.- ~ ·-.. , .. - ...... . -~ ~ .. .__· ~ "'~-_ .. .-. ·· - . -""i. .• ,-;_ .... ~_ . ... _!, . ~ .. ,,. ,.; .\ 

gr~fl,t dimculty in g~t,tjµg t<;> .and , f,r.om 
. ~~ ~~- ;·· : !" • ~-. ~- ' - -. . .. • ·: .. - ~ : -~ 1J· .... ,,. - - ..... - ~ ~- :: ~ 

t,h.~11r boat~ ~· and , I .,. , h~vP:e ~ ... ,th~r . sm~!l 
.~ ~iuJ5uA.t :. wl).icll . ·t;tfe ~--pe,titioners . '8.sk 
~- ·r.- - .... ~· 1.~ ! .• 1:.. --- .:.; . ~- ..... ·:.(.;. ·, ... -: ,._ 

for will lie granted them. 
.~ • -~ ~. ... • ; • • - . .::: .,,., > <· ' - !· : - ... ,_ .: j. .: \. . . :::;--...__ ;_ -#- • 

I also beg l~~v·e to present a netJ-
.. _· j, • -, • ~ •. • : ... ~ ~ .- ~ \ , .;-·"·'· > • • • • .... -; ~. " • 4 .... : .3 ,. 

tlcin from th~ re~Jden.ts ~of --~~oe. _Ba~t~.i 
~'. "' .., . . ."! ~ .. "" - ' . J ~ ill;_ .., .,, _ .. ,. .. • •• - ....... •. .y ., 

Arm asking for. ;the _grant of a , SJnall 
.: • . 1 i· . :· .:. ""!\ • .r.. ·• -.:t -:-. . f. ~ ·~ ~ ..)~ ( ~ . ~ "' ~ ~-. .... -~ ,,. _:.; 1. • 't • .. ~ 

.e~r. -~r 1:11~~~~~ r.o~- .~ . JVe~!, ~f«J.r·: dri~~~ri:.~. 
w·ater. ·I have s·p:i>ken several times 
~ ~ ... lf· ~ # ';}- i ~- ... -~ • •. •. l. •· • •• ,f .... ·::- · ~ ;_, ,-, _. : .• ,- . ~ - .... 

tu · this House on the impprtant , sub-
,~-~.,.-. ,;,. . . / .. ... ~. i,, . ~.. !,_.·-·, ~ • ~-J ;; • ·~ •• , •• --~ "' ... •· •• : ::·~ ·, 

ject of wells a.nd 'tlie great n·ecessi.ty 
,-- .. ·:--r_. _,~··· :; ~ :.~ - ;· . • -·:. '·.~ . . ~·.} · . ~-1:'';'·;; ~-:. ; ·-- ~ ;~ .... ? .' ... :~ ... ~;.: · """ ,,. 

there is fo.r the r.elie~ 9f . ~very s,ett.le 
• '-t ... r- : -~; ._!_c::fc . :--<-.'•·_ .. ·! • •_,_ 'Cit . ~ .;.·.~· "'!,"' e, :"' 4 .:<.+.\ ~ .;. ?' 1 ' .;._s .. ~ ~ .. ;;;.. \ .• - • '. ·· 

fuenf, wfiere t'yphoid fever lias ·devel 
; ~--·.'----~· ~- . ~ --· .... -~ ~ .. ;; ~t-- :· - . -... "-:-~· <_ .. :;.-~ /·1~.. . ,-~; .,,,, • .: · ::. ~:-;. :. '}-·;~ 

op~d owing to tlie. l~ck,, io:f goc>d water 
·t' ·-·~- . ... i· •: .. ~) .~· r :~~ · :~-~·.} t'·"'"':~~ :;-..;. tr.,-... ~. · ·-\' 

I ask that t.bese .. i>eti:t,op.~ . Qe ;.e(er,e·~ -
• r:- '._ .... : ~. ... ~~- .t·~- :"' ;;.-·~ .. ,~;.~~ .. t-~J '-<'~ -i",....,._v- ':;_•_.,. • ·-••. ·~ ~-

·to their prop·er de:I>artbie;tib,l,_ w~e~ec I . 
f1 · ... ~ P.·- '·-••~ ·._. ·"" . .. i ,f .:_.1 -· •" '+ ,l .• ·: -.. . t li :t, ~ •·:..• 1'- • ~ •'!-< ._, -.(-' -,~. 

' ,( ,;_ t ,-•. •.•· ·'\- ,~ .. '"t..e· ~ .... . .... 1": -_ ~ " "''"':':'!'' ~ - - "II> .. 

hcfpe tney will receive careful atten-
~ ~ .~ . 
t1·<»n. 

/ .... ·;.; • l" lii, - ,. • ~ ... \. "' -·~ : .. -: 

... It was· «orde-red that . these -petitions 
be referred to -!the Departments tO 
which they ·relate . 

. ' 
~· ' • • >". ..· :~ •• ... ·~. ) . -::. i•·~·OI< ..'. :.;.,· ,. - 4- . ~ ~::.. ;..,. . . .-. ;; 

MR. CLIFT · I ask \eave tq _preseht 
·-- ~--1:~- ."+ ;...~· ··'- · ---'?.' ' "\:~~ 

a petiti•On from the . inhabitants Of 
Hatty's.· H~~~ .Twillingate, DlStrct,. ask 
ing that .the ;plac~, ·be .;made ~a _por.t ·til 
call f<>r the.· steame~ CJjle;,:When malt 
in~ her· regu.Jar ·-,weekly;t' -trips. ';:.:, '..T·he 
petition -was ·ha·nded ,me by ·the Pnem;., 
ier. Similar t>etitiQµs .;.-. -h~ve.- ,·.~ .beeli 

~~"f~~-,i.bY.~ ~~P~- Reo_nl~~~'~?~ "{JP.,~~~~ ;!Jr. 
}?~flci~~ ~~t<?;~~~ ~~in f~.Jar~- tq ~~!!',. ml!'.~:~ 
~~!~;:,~~ ~~ 1 ~1Yin;g. -~ ~~,_t.j~Jl:~ '#~B§.~t: ?~"~ r. : th;~ 
9!_~4e · ll,~ s~---~~P¥ ~t;tl\~~.of, ,~~\1 ::. ·:t-.~~i> 
~.ake~ ~t~~~-~eq;V:~Jt ~.plJ~d n9t ~J~~: ;~;t,:al!'t! 
eq~ · .I a&~ t. now; ,", ~hP.t. ti\~ . ·:ma!ter- ,, .. :pe . 
• .j. ~ ,~~ ~· ~ ,_. • .,.. .~- ••• " ':r" ..... ~ . -!< , 1' ·t•...I· ... -t ... ~ ~ : .. ...... ~{" :rq,; ... "'="' ·•; ;_ 

~}f ~ji - ·}~.R • b~-,;~~~e.~~~g91o~l•!:l§~ecr~~.ar1 
~}~!1 ~~h~ ~~Jl~!.~k·' ~~~~?~J/l~\~J!.d."~C·O:·~ -:it> 
see if. t-~r-r~'!~~rin.!;~ ~~r.,cq~l:~-1~·~~-'. ~ ~fl~~ 
and the prayer of the petiti1on granted 

·~ .: - .' ·: . ;" t: ·-t --: ~ ·:.:· •. • 1.- " .. : ">_,__ ·- ... ' .• ., -.. 

- • #'! . ,,.~ , . ;...... ~--~~- - - ·, ·'4.;:....-1{ •' :~ ~ .;.-t<~ i· ,..'¥, ~n. ~~ 'f'i • i &; 
A • '· . . . ' . 
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· of call. I think the people of Har
ry's Harb·or deserve a call fr.om the 
Clyde, anl I trust that in the very 
near future, before the present Gov
ernment go·es ot1t ·of power, the petit 
i·on will be · grante·l. I believe there 
sh.ould be two boats on this r0ute, to 
include T\villingate, Fog·o, and a por 
tion ·of St. Bai be Distrct, and I am 
glad 1to kn·ow that the Governme~t 
intend taking steps .to supply the 
need. The two boats could, I think, 
create sufficient traffic to induce the 
c.ontractor to put on the extra boat. 
There sh·ould be an increased subsidy, . 
if ne·cessa1-y, granted in order that 
the fishing industries of the c·ountry 
might be served and other a·dvan
tages ·derived. I h j0pe that in the near 
future an additional boat will be put 
on the route to serve the secti-on from 
Lewisp.orte to Co:rich'e, a11d als·o mak
ing Harry's Hr. a port of call. 

It was ·ordered that these petiti'J11s 
be referred to the Departments to 
which they relate. 

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-I ask leave tu presen·t a pe

tition from James T. Walters and 
otl1ers .of Smith's Arm, Trinity Dis
trict, asking for a s"llall sum of money 
to·wards building a road. 

~11R. 1SQUIRES I warmly support 
the prayer of the petitioners of 
Smith's Sound, R:andom. Th~ people 
generally of this section are very 
industrious. They not -0nly ·put in 
their summer ·fishing, but in the 
winter season they are kept busy 
logging, etc., and I hope the prayer 
of the petitio.n will be granted~ 

It was 01"dered that this ·petition 
·be referred to the departmen.t to 
which it relates. 

QUESTIONS ANS\VERED 
THE l\.iINISTER OF PU.BLIC 

WORKS laid on the table a state-

ment of expenditure on public work 
in the district of Hr. Grace and on 
roads in the District of Hr. Main. 

THE ~!INISTER OF MARINE 
A·ND FISHERIE.s tabled a state-
men t of the amount expended by 
'his department 011 a·ccount of mes.. 
sages sent, from March 1st . to May 
1st, 19 09; also copies of the mes
sages asked for by Mr. Clift. 

MR. K!E~~T a·sked the ·Hon. the 
Prime Minister ·whether any ar. 
rang·ement had - been made between 
the Imperial Govern:ment and the 

United States o·f Am·erica for the 
adjustification of the p.ecunlary 
>Claims ·made ·by certain firms and 
individuals, inhabitants of the Unit
ed States, through the government 
of that ·co11n.try, against the Gov. 
ernment of Newfoundland, ·and If 
so, to lay a ·copy th·ereof on the table 
of the House, and state whether the 
G~vern(ment of Newfoundland con
sented to such arrangement. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER The· Government had not 
conse11 ted to any arrangement. 

MR. C1I.JIFT asked the Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary if any expendi
ture of road money .had been made 
at Tilton, in the ·district of Hr. 
Grace, within the last month, and 
if so, was said money expended by 
the Road Board. 

HON. COLONIAL SE·CRETARY 
tabled statement. 

1\tIR. CiL.IFT asked the , H·on. the 
Colonial Se·cretary to lay on the 
table of the House a . copy of the 
corre.spond·ence .between the Colonial 
Secretary and the Reid-Newfound-
land Company, in reference to the 
placing of a seicond ·steamer on .. th~ 
Labrador service, in the . month of 
l\I~y . or June last. Also the cor~ 
• 
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spondence from th_e · Department ·of 
~Iarine and Fisheries in refere.!lce 
to the same subject. Also·, a state
D1ent from the Postal · De,partment, 
showing the dates that the Vir
ginia Lake left .st. John's and re
turned duri11g last season. 

. . 

ma'Cle in ·accordanice with s:ched ule 3 
o-f Rail~ay ·Contract of 190·1; also a 
copy of th·e Rules and R·egulations, . 
and a return of accidents for the 
year 1908,. 

- PROROGATION ANNOUNCED . . 
MR. 1SPEAtKER informed the 

TtHE HON. TH.E ,c·oLONIA·L. :SEC- _ House that Hi's Excellen·cy the 
., ~ -

RE·TARY tabled a cop,y of corre
spondence, also a statemen·t ·from 
· th·e Postal Department_, s·howing the 
dates that the Virginia Lake left St. 
John's and returned last ·seasoin. 

MR. EA'RLE as1ke1d · the Hon. the 
Colonial S-ecretary if any arrang·e
men t or contra·ct has _been made for 
the Fogo District mail service; ·and 
if so, what steamer :has be·e1n -engag .. 
ed, at ·what rate of subsidy, and at 
what 1time did the said service begin. 

. THE HON. THE COLONIAL SEC-
-

RETARY f'tated that 'no ·Contract 
had ·be,en made for the servLce·, and 
that the matter was still engaging 
the attention ·vf the Go·vernment. 

MESSAGE FR·OM COUNCIL 

MR. SPEA:KER informed the 
House .that h·e had received a m·es
s·age from the Legislative Council, 
acquainting the Hous.e of Assembly 
that they had pa·ssed the Bill sent 
up, en ti.tled, 'An Act for gra;n ting to 
His Majesty certain sums of mone-y 
towards defraying certain exp·ens,es 
of the public service for the fi11:an1cial 

· Years,' ending, respectively, the 
thirtieth day of J :u1ne, 19. 0 8, and the 
thirti-eth ·day of June, 1910, and for . . 
other _pur·pose:s relating to tp.e pub-
11~ service,'' without amendment. 

DOCUMENTS TABLED. 

THE HON. THE COLONIAL SEC
RETARY .tabled th!e . Report of the 
Postmaster-General for the year 
ending June 30th, 1908; also the 
returns from the Reid Ntl•d. Co.·, 

Governor would ·prorogue the :pres
ent session on · to-morrow ( Satur
·day) at thriee o',clock. 

It was moved and second·ed that 
' 

when the House rises it adjourns 
till to-morrow (Saturday) June the 
12th, at half ...,past two of the 1clock. 

The Hou'se adjo:urned th·en accord
ingly. 

SATURDAY. June 12th . . 1909 

The Hous.e .m.et ·at 2.30 p.m., ·pur
suant to adjourn·ment. 

PETITIONS PRESENTED 
MR. EA,RLE I beg leave to pre

sent a petition .from Walter Watten 
and 259 residents, members of the 
Fis;herm.en's Prote,ctive Union, of 
Change Islan·ds, aski.ng for a bea,con 
to be place·d on Tickle Point .. 
Change Islan·ds, District of Fogo. 
This light was very badly ne,eded. I 
give it ·my hearty support ,and ·refer 
it to t·h·e department to which it 

relates. 

It was ordered that this petitton 
be r,efe.rred to the department to 
w hi.ch it relates. 

DOCUl\IENTS TABLED 
• • 

THE H:QN. T:HE, PRIME MINIS-
TER laid on the table of the House, 
as as•ke·d .for .by the member of ·St. 
John's East (Mr. Ke.nt) a copy of 
the -corre·spondenqe b1etw,een the 

. ) . ' . 

Governor and himself, 
the di'ssolution; also a 
correspondence asked 

,relating to 
copy of the 
for •by Mr. 
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·• - t . i .. 
''•.t ~, ... •11 4 -

.... • ./' J ... l c. ..A - , • ..... - • ; • ~ . . . 

Squires in relation to the same mat
ter'; .. ,:~n..<I· regr:ette~&~ \he \wis :; :not ·ah10·· 

·' l._ )IJ !-,, 

to · ·table ·1t :Oerhre,· ··as · 1i-" h·ad 't.akeri 
.:., - ' ~ - •• f1 - t f~ : ' "' . ' . d.; ~~- . ~ ...... :<'.· 

soine ·time to e6py. · 
~·- ,, ' ' \ ·.. t • . . a__• "j.. :._·· .;. ,._ 

~· ~ u . . - • 

HON. MR. EMERSON I beg 
leave to present a ·petitio~ frQ~ . .,I.t~vi 

""""" - . ~ • :t ' ~ • ¥" -~ ;- • .. l . ~· ..,;, •• ~ . C!... ;· ....., ~ 

McCuish and oth,e.r~ of BelleQram, 
... t . -~-

.- .... ~ ... ~ .. ,,, . -'t .. ,."" ... ~:,.. .. ··j- .. ·- .. . • "''~--· 

~skf.ng fo~. a sum of DJOney t? i;.e~~i~:-. 
·; _'- • 1,- • )' "" • 4_"':. . 1 • -~ • l r ~ •. ' .., 

a bridge at tb~t 1pl~c,~. . As _ , tll1~ 
~ .. .., ,,..; .... ~ .¥·. .... ~ .J'; •. . - ,1•. - \. .. 

p~~i~t~~n, ~ t~~P:~~ .)Vo~~e pro~8:Y~r :i~a 
the last o.ne of the session, I Jiope it 

;-::, ~ ..... • .... ' .. .. ,. ·. ..~. .( ! + : 
.. ~. -~~- ' t' ... - .... ~.. .. ~ ••: ,... ' ' t.,... 

will !have th.e consideration of the 
.. .. . . .. . .. . .. . 

.. :.... ... ~.. ,.., 'f'"' ,,_ .... . ·:" ..'.!."'.'~ t;t l" t./• v ~-!I. • House:. · ~ ... ~ · ·:.J< • • • ... • 

THE MINISTER OF ., JUS'rl~)JU 
stated' that ·as th.e report of tll·e l~te 

Inspector-General M1cCow.:e~, on Lab-
!' ".:..,.._. t '• • ~ ~ .-, ,,.: .. 1 ·"" ~ .,. ''llo •J ~ 't .~.:, z~ 'lo• ~·:·.~ ., 

rador, wa:s not yet ready, he w9u~d 
-1" . ..,,. ... • 

put it in th·e hands· of th.e C'lerk ·au 
... ...,_ ·""' 

Monday. 

CLOSING PROCEEDINGS 
"\! ~·~ • 'f• : . 't"'f ., . 1:1. • • r . .f' .. - . ,., • . 

At thr·ee of th,e clock, the 1Gentle-
man U~her ·iuf· the ·B1a9k Roi appear
ed at ,the Bar of ··th-e House with a 

... o# ' • ~ 

.me~Sa.ge from· - His Exc.ellen.cy . t~he 
Governor• commanding . ·the .,. ~tte~-<!

an;ce· "of .. the House ·.tn the Cou.ncil 
. .,.#I •'I" ... - .. 

Ch~ntb·er. ·, · , · .1" # • ~· ,. ,_ • 

Mr .. Sp·eaker, at t .he Bar of the 
Council Cham,ber, pr.esen~d Hl'S :Ex:. 
~ll~ncy .with "a ·~.f are~ell . a~l~~esi .;.. to 
hill)i~ -- a-dopt~d by ·:both . :tiou~~. as 

. . 
follows: 

(See text of address on Page 148). 
{.~ :!tt"..;~(.. . -~- ~ ~ . -\ ... _.# , 

His Ex~ellency tlie Gove;r,p.or ~·as 
. ~ ... - • "!-- • ~ •,. - . ....,. 'I • ~ .;,..! .. ":"Jr·- ·:. ~ \ 

then pleased :to make tl).e · f ollQwing 
,. .. ~ ~ ~~ f'.._j f ~ ~ ~ 

reply: · · · 
•,. 

-
. -••Mr. President and Honou·rable 
Gent1e.m:ai of · tli~ ~ !negls1atlve·?- ''Colin-
. ' v ~ ~ .l1o "" ~ ' ... - ~' i ... ,;P l"!i t. ••- J ~ ~ • O 1· ''"" O ~ 1t\ ctt: · -··;, · -~ "',,;: ..i:: ;; ·· ·.:·~ · • f ·· · T, "'":: · - · ··. , • -

/ ''Mr,. ~Sp_~~~.~~ ~n-~ G~~tleme11 ot 
· th~ ~<?1:1?lir~b1e _ ·!.!~~~~ · of Assem .. 
bly: , . . . . .. 

'.''r:hp,,atl$lxess . tJi~t has , been ?lead 
to ,. ~e.~ ·Q.~ Go;ve.rnoi: . . Qt ~ this. Colony 
a()((e'~~ ~.as . ., an()ther.. Proof ... of Your 
whole..;hearted , and . Q.utiful. devotion 
to ,,jpe. ~~'!~·Q,n~ :· ' .. an~ ,~:p~rson . of Ilia 
l\t.Laj~~~iY:1 , the . ~Ing. -~· You.rare -the , re.. 
pr~s~ii~.~~Jv·~~ .Q.i ~ -pe·q_P.le _ . th~i ·H@ 

cori;sqf 9.~~ ·?~ t.he_: ~~~~j;r. , th~t .. belonD 
to 7t~~1P. . ~s · ~~tt~~~~~. :.o~ phe, , '~ril~ili 
Em~~.:~':~".2:-tpe ~l!Jlm_p,J~~~ iµa~ ~~ mhicr 
recognizes that he h-a~ a duty to-

.1.... • •· .. ~:t• . J' 

wards :this gre·at .bulwark of liberty 
' . . . . . , 

of freedom, : of justice:~ loyalty : to b e 
. ... . , ~ ' . 

throne .. ; ·and love -of IO(juntry, have 
h·itheF.tO . lfeen .... among .the ~hlef Chi • 
aeteRB'tics ' ·of New .. f o\rndland--yet .. - ~ 

these s.entimehts have never been 
- . . 

more· clearly ·reflected - than in Ule 
~dd_r..~~~,;~Q~ . Jlr.e~ep!~1 ~o -t~e ~ipg's 
rep;r~~nta;ki:ve : PI ·this_:~g}~sla~~r , . 

' . 

~·~ {lh1;1}_l_, lrfl've ~ tl\.fs ~ ~ polpn·i . ~ e 
fl.rm . ,~~nr~ct~?.P.r 1~9if~ . ~ .fl1P pro d 
hold., that no daughter of the United 

~ ~ ,. .-. • - ..... • ... - • ~ct- ~ ..-. : 

Kingdom looks ·towards · th~ ·Mother. 
Ian d ·w.itb. ~ ~ .gr·ea ter.: ~ ·~contidenee ..and 
a¢eetjo.n. f, than .. ~ tbe . ~ ~lde&t ,,o.f 
f~nu·lr. ;; ·. · 

. l , ... 

~·~ !!~~P~~~' ;'bu,~ ,9'~~~.I~.~ £.E?l. aM 
~~ ~~~1ij~~i~~.\ .e .~~~~:, ,~n·.d :~~µ4uJ1e 
~x~~~l/.~~ps . ;r.~p. .t'.l\~~i. , __ , :pse~. ~J p· Ii 

~:;1*0(1i~~Hj{i!;~!~\l~!r '~e 8 

_ . ff ~""-;r·it i .• ,.. ! . ~. -· 1 ·, . ~- ~ · ~ - ,. e ·.~• ·· 
b~g t-~:; !~fll\lf. 11iqu h~ai:~~l., . ana 8 -

9er~~~r·! ·!{.or ·~pea:;lr ._. ?Yft .·~1!~~ 1 v 
ll.veq .·A-R-d ~.~spu·g;R~; ~ , a N~wfg.,.u~ i~ 
la~ld;ei:, ~ ~).ld .i~~ ,W;:ilwt. ta~e. ~5.?W~. tll;pe 
le·ar~,_.-,!9_i_tlf/,P\c~.'ditfe~r~p~tlY~· ~ t~r · I ha.v 
no care:. no· irit.erests: o~tside of tlila 
Colony; w.bile,· -.l· haye:, ~~~n..; tile Gov-- . .. 
ernor.: · 
- . - .f·, . i\<i' ~.., . . -

. ''Thi·s. was my duty as a public ser· 
"'v'ant, -· i6r ; :the , ·t>e·rformance of 

. . ' wb!·eti:·:--to. the". b~.t .. o.t my ab,t;lft 
j. ·;. '...-.&..!' ~ .. ~ .,.. ' .. 
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deserve no prais·e, but s•hould, ha.d it 
b·een otherwil:je, ·have merited just 
censurer I am not unconscious of 
the fact that I should ha.ve often 
done things better; that I JD.ay at 
times have done w·hat I should ·have 
left alone; and that per.haps I have 
occasionally not trf.ed to do what I 
should at least :have attempt·ed. We 
all know 1from exp·erience ·ho·w much 
easier it ia to see this after, rather 
than be1for1e the· ·event. I iean, .how
ever, say in truth and sincer.ity, 
that I (have not know.ingly been un
'1.st to or injured any man; and 
that I have at all ti'mes honestly 
endeavoured to do the .best I could 
in t11·e in.terests of Newfoundland as 
a Don1inion of the Empire of which 
w·e form a p.arty. 

" You_r l{.in.d an'd comforting words 
form a very pleasant iconclusion to 
a11 interesting and eventful ·ohapter 
in the history of this ·Colony, and 
in my own life. I lea.ve this with 
feelings o·f aff;ectiort. for the warn1-
hearted and generous people of the 

' . 

country, in the prosperous future of 
w1hich I have the greatest conli
d·ence. Of the ·welfare o.f Ne"·fourJ.d-
land, and o,f the many 
faithful friends I leave 

true and 
behind, I 

''An Act for granting to His 
M.aj.esty 1certain sums of mopey to
wards defraying ~ertain :expenses 
o·f the Publj.c S~vice .for th·e finan
cial years ending, r ·es,pectively, the 
3 Otll 1day 1of June. One Tb.ousand 
Nine IJuqdred and Nin1e·, a:q.d the 
30th day of June, One Thousand 
Nine Hundred anQ. Ten, a,nd for 
other purposes connecte·d with t}le 
Pu bli·c Service. , 

An A1ct to Amend the Revenue 
Act, 1905. 

An A·ot further to A.mend the 
Education Aot, 1903. 

An Act for raising .by loan ~ sqm 
of mon·ey for the Pu bliic Serviice al 
the Colony. 

An Act respecting certain Retiring 
Al lo wan·ces. 

An Ac.t to Incorporate the New
foundland Board of Trao q and for 
othe·r purposes .. 

His Exce1lency signifie·a his assent 
to these measures 

After which His EX!cellen:cy Wl:\S 

pleased to speak as f.oll10 1WS: 

shall al'\\rays hear \\rith real an:d ''Mr. President and Honourable 
sin ce~~e pleasure.'' 

BILLS ASSENTED TO 

IVIR. SPEAKER tl1(-~n addressed 
His Excellency as follo·ws: 

"Ma.y .it Please Your Ex·cellency,-

"The House o·f Assembly have 
voted the Sup,ply r·equired to enable 
the Gover11men t to defray the expen
ses of the Pu1blic Servi.ce. 

"In the name of the House of As
sembly I present the followng Bills 
for Yot1r Excellency's asse11t: 

Ge11 tlemen of the Legislative Conn-
cil: 

'':rvlr. ·Speaker and Gentlemen ot 
th·e Honourable House of Assembly: 

''In prorog·u.in.g this General As
sem.bly and relieving you from fur
t1her attendan·ce, it ,gives ·rr~e great 
pleas11re to observ·e th·e assiduity 
and earnestness with which you 
applied yourself to the despatch of 
business, and. the sp.irit of concord 
and harn1ony w·h.i·ch mar l{ed your 
deliberations .. 
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''I it t b g t am sure m.us . e a rea 
relief to you .and to the 'country at 
large that the unexam·ple·d political 
conditions whi·ch have, pre.vailed here 
for s·o many ·months are now at an 
end, and that w'it1h the closing of 
,th.is s·e'ssion all classes of the com
munity may confide·ntly look for
ward to a restoration of ,conditions 
of political tranquility. 

''Mr. Speaker and ,Gentlemen of 
the Honourable· House of Ass·e·m1bly: 

''I thank you for the Sup·plies 
that you have voted for th,e Public 
SerV/i!ce. T.he ad.dition to th·e 
grant for education will be greatly 
ap1pre·ciate:d, and the· ,providing of a 
sum in aid of the prevention of th·e 
spread of tu.berculosis will, I trust, 
prov·e of great benefit. 

''Mr. Pre.sident and H·onourable 
Gentle·men of th·e Legislative ·Coun
cil: 

''Mr . . s .peaker and Gentlemen of 
tthe Honourable House of A_ssembly: 

''I heartily join in tihe fe·elin,g of 
hope which prevails in the: ·com:mun
ity at the pros,pect of a substantial 

this r·epresen ts· of a return to th 
con·dition·s of widespread prosperlt e 
which this Colony has so long e:.. 
joyed. 

''In these, my last words to the 
L~gislature of ~he Colony, I d·eslre 
to testify the great .pleasure that it 
has been to me · durin.g the · past 
five years to assist in promoting 
the .best interests of the people of 
Newfoundland. I sihall ever retain 
the most agree·able recolle·ctions or 
this Colony an·d its ,peo.ple, and fol
low its onward mar,ch towar·ds an 
ever b1 .. ighten.in-g f.uture. 

''In bidding y·0u farwell I trust that 
P·rovide·nce may ever guide you to 
wise decisions an·d endow your coun
itry with all-lasting go1od. 

After which the H.on. the Presi
dent of the Legislative f;ouncil, by 

command 10f His Excellency the Gov
ernor, said:-

''It is His Excellency the Gover 
nor's will and pleasure that this Gen
eral Assembly be prorogued till Thurs 
day, the nineteenth day of August 
next then and he·re t:o be holrlen and 

increase i11 ·the price of our staple the General As,sembl~v stands pro
prod uct, and the assurance w1hich rogued accordingly.'' 
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 
SCneSSION 1909. 

MONDAY, !viay 31st, 1909. 

OPENING OF SESSION. 

This being the day appointed by 
Procla1na ti on for the meeting of the 
Legislatur~e -

At five minutes to three o'clock the 
House met. 

.t-it three o'clock, v.m., the Honour
able Sir Edward D. Shea, President 
of the Legislative Council, the Hon
ourable George Sl{elton and the I-Ion
ourable Robert K. Bishop, members 
of the Legislative Council, nominated 
and appointed by His Excellency the 
Go-v~ernor as Com.missioners, having 
take11 their seats, the Honourable the 
President commanded the Gentle1nan 
Usher of the Black Rod, Attendant 
on the Council, to proceed to the 
Honourable House of Assembly, and 
inforn1 the me1nbers thereof that 
His Excellency the Governor's Com-
missioners desired their 
attendance in the Council 

immediate 
Chamber, 

to hear the Commission read, and 
they being c·ome tl1ereto, the follow
ing Commission was read by the 
Clerk of the Legislative Council : 

"By His· E~x:cellency. Sir William Mac
Gregor, Knight Grand Cross of 
t11e 2.VIost Distinguished Order of 
St. Michael and St. G·eorge, Com
panicn of the l\lfost Honourable 

Order of the Bath, Doctor of 
Medicine, Governor and Com
mander-in-Chief in and over the 
Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies : 

" To the Honourable Sir Edward D. 
Shea, Knight, President of the 
Legislative Council; the Honour .. 
able George Skelton and the 
Honourable Robert K. Bishop, 
lVIembers of the Legislative Coun
cil, Greeting : 

" WHEREAS-I have deemed it ex
pedient that the First Session of the 
Twenty-Second General Assembly 
should be opened for the despatch of 
business on Monday, the Thirty-first 
<.lay of this instant month, whereof 
I have given notice in my Proclama
tion, dated the 18th day of this in
stant month; 

"AND WHEREAS-It is not con
venient that the purposes for which 
I have called the said General As
sembly together should be declared 
on the said day, nor until the members 
of tl1e House of Assembly have pro
ceeded to the Choice of a Speaker, 
you, the said Honourable Sir Edward 
D. Shea, Honourable George Skelton 
and Honourable Robert K. Bishop, 
are hereby authorized and directed to 
signify to the members of the said 
House of Assembly, on the Thirty
first day of J\i1ay, instant, that it ·is 
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my pleasure that they should pro
ceed to the choice of some proper 
person to be their Speaker, and pre
sent such person on the following 
day for my approbation. 

'' Given under my Hand and Seal, 
at th~ Government House, St. 
Jo)ln'a, this 29th day of !v1ay, 
A.D., 1909. 

'' By His Excellency's Command, 

'' R. WATSON, 

''· Colonial Secretary." 

NOTICE TO ELECT SPEAKER. 

The Honoura,ble Sir Edward D. 
Sbeaf President of the Legislative 
Council, addressing both Houses of 

• 
the Legislature, then said : 

" Honourable Gentlemen of the Leg
islative Council : 

'~ Gentlemen of the Honourable House 
of Assembly : 

" It is not convenient for His Ex
~ellency the Governor to declare the 
reasons of his calling this General 
A.ssembly on this day~ and. it being 
i,.ecessary that a Speaker of the 
l!ouse of Assembly should be first 
chosen; 

" You, Gentlemen of the House of 
Assembly, repair to the place where 
yol}. are to sit, and there proceed to 
the appointment of s·ome proper per
son to be your Speaker, and present 
such person whom you shall so 
choose here to-morrow at three 
o'clock for His Excellency's appro
bation." 

The House of Assembly then with
drew. 

On motion made, the House ad
joi1rned llntil to-morrow, Tuesday, 
J¥ne 1st, at 11alf-past tv10 o'clock, 
l}.lll. 

.. 

TUESDAY, June 1st, 1909. 

The House met, pursuant to 
journment. 

PEAKER IS PRESENTED. 

ad-

A.t three o'clock, p.m., His Excel
lency the Governor, Sir Williapi 
MacGregor, G.C.1\1.G., C.B., M.D., }}a _ 
ing arrived at the Council Chamber 
and being seated on the Throne, com
ma11ded the Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod, through the Honourable 
the President of the Legislative 
Council, to let the Con1mons House 
of Assembly know-

"It is His Excellen,.,. the Govern
or's pleasure they attend him imme
diately in this Hot1se.'' 

Who being come thereto . 

"'\\Tilliarn R. 'Varren, Esquire, Bar
rister-at-Law, Member for the Dist
rict of Port-de-GraTe, having been 
presented by the Honourable Sir Ed
'vard P. Morris, Premier, as Speaker
elect, and the choice approved and 
the usual privileges claimed and 
granted, His Excellency the Gov
ernor was pleased to speak as fol
lows: 

SPEECH FROltI THE T1IRONE. 

(For text of Speech see page 21.) 

MOTION FOR COitil\IITTEE TO 
l)RAFT ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

HOl'I. lYIR. HARRIS-I rise, MF. 
President, to move the appointment 
of a Select Committee to draft an 
Address in Reply to the gracioua 
Speech \"'Tith which His Excellencf 
has been pleased to onen the present 
session. The speech is lengthy and 
contains many important and far
reaching iten1s; consequently one 
needed to thoroughly digest it, \\rhich 
I had not had time to do, before 
venturing to discuss it before tkis 
Hon. House. 
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I "'ill, however, as is customary, 
refer briefly to some of the most im~ 
portant matert-1 outlined, but I regret 
mY ina.llility to do jl1stice to such 
,-veigl1ty matters as the Speech con
tains. 

In the opening paragra;ph I-I1s Ex
cellency ref~rted to his contetnplat
ed departure frotn ~~ewfoundland to 
a.ssume the d11ties of the more import
ant position to which he had been 
recently appointed. Wl1en I say 
that I regret that His Excellency is 
soon to leave our sl1ores I feel that l 
am voicing the sentin1ent of the whole 
country. By his practical as well as 
h.11m·ane efforts to advance the inter
ests c1f this Colc>ny, His Excellency 
has earned the res:pect and admira
tion of the whole people. Tl1ere has 
been n·o movemerLt of general inter
est 1:1r na.tional character 'vith which 
he ha.s not b~en associated and w11ich 
has not been hel!)E~d l;,y his a(lvice 
a11d sy1npathy. The manjt delicate 
questions of diplomacy \vith which 
he has had to deal were handled 'vitl1 
tr·ue diplomatic instinct. 

Whilst we regretted t11at His Ex
celency was ieaving us, we, at the 
eame time, rejoiced that he had been 
called to a more important part ot 
the Empire. From our experience of 
his rule during his official life in 
'Newfoundland I feel sure that on his 
arrival at his new s·cene of labor he 
will meet the good 'vill of the people 
he has been selected to govern, as he 
\vill carry v..-ith him that of the people 
he is leaving. 

The facts relating to the two ap
peals to the electorate are so fresh in 
the memory o·r all that no extended 
reference to them ls necessary. I 
v.Tould '°''ish, hoWev"er, to talre this 
opportunity of congratulating Sir Ed
ward ~torris and the People's Party 
on the great victory tl1e}' won at the 
Polls. 'l.,l1e fight had been a fair and 

manly one, and but for one regret
table · incident would hav·e been proof 
against any hostile criticism. 

\Vith regard to the question of the 
interepretation of Article I. of the 
Treaty of 1818, which has been sub
mitted to The Hague Tribunal, it was 
to be hoped that th]s Colony would 
not come off second best. It would, 
I believe, have been better for the 
<~1Jun try if tl1e question had never 
b<~en 1 .. aised. We were doing a satis
factory business on that coast and a 
spirit of harmony prevailed between 
our people and the Americans, but 
all this h·ad been upset, with the pos
sibility <)f th~ result of the arbitration 
being 1J.nfavourable to us. 

.;\s t() tl1e dlspute between the Pro
vince of Quebec and this Colony over 
tl1e Labrador bound·ary Qli.estion, the 
n1erits of the case were not very well 
ltnown to the public, but I have full 
<~onfi<lence that the Governrnent will . . 
leave nothing undone to strengthen 
our case, which has been left to the 
Pri'"''t7 Council for settletn~nt. .. 

Tl1e paragraph relating to last sea ... 
sc1n's fishing operations provides very 
g{oon1y reading. The sudden decline 
111 t11e price of our staple export has 
had a most seri·ous effect on the busi
ness of the country. When an indus
tr):r does not pay the cost of the out
la 'Tr ln returns something serious has 

> 

to happen. This was true last sea-
son, particularly in our Labrador 
operations. Cases were not rare 
wh~re fishermen returned to St . 
.. Tohn's with full loads of codfish and 
I1ardly paid for their outfits here, I 
think the time has arrived when the 
Government and the merchants should 
co-operate in an ·attempt to e11sure 
more stability in the price of our cod
fish, in order that the present uncer
tainty in n1arketing it may be re
n1oved. The proposed Board of Trade., 
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if . formed, ought to be a great . help 
in bringing about this result. 

The attention which the Govern
ment · promises to give to the ag·ricul
tural and mining industries is very 
much needed, and I hope the Govern
ment will succeed in their efforts 
along these lines. 

I feel. quiet sure that all will vvish 
the Government CQd-speed in their 
attempt to discover once and for all 
whether we have coal_ deposits in this 
Colony that ·could be of commercial 
value. There should be no tinkering 
with this matter. If tl1e Government 
could see their way clear to vote the 
necessary su1n to make tl1e discov
ery it should be voted. There should, 
however, be no further expenditure 
made in a half-hearted manner. 

The establishing of a bait and :fish
ery intelligence service should prove 
of great a·dvantage to the fishermen. 
The thanks of the country are due 
to the Anglo-American Telegraph Co. 
and the Reid Newfoundland Co. for 
co-operating with the Government in 
transmitting this news free of charge. 
I · hope that the wireless telegraph 
system to Labrador will be improved, 
as this service has not been at all 
satisfactory in the past. 

From the financial statement out
lined in the Speech it appears that 
there will be a · deficit at the end of 
the financial year of $157,000, to
gether with a further indebtedness 
for Hospital and Museum construc
tion and Temporary Loans of $175,-
000, making in ~.11 a floating debt of 
$330,000, for which immediate pro
vision will have to be made. It is 
quite true that our revenue has in
creased in ten years by $1,277 ,598, 
the revenue of ten years ago being 
$1,551,420, against $2,829,618 for the 
year ending June, 1908, but at the 
same time our expenditure has gone 

on increasing year by ye·ar, until now 
it seems little less than appalling for 
this not-too-wealthy Colony. The se ... "
ious aspect of this expenditure is that 
we do· not seem to have received 
any con1mensurate return for it. I 
feel quite sure our present rulers Will 
husband the resources of the Col. 
ony. They are young and energetic 
men, and I believe we can look with
out apprel1ension to the future. 

The remaining portion of the 
Speech is de11oted to Ol1tlining such 
improvemer1ts as Revision of the 
Tariff, Increase in Education Grants, 
Railway Extension, etc., the necessity 
for which is so apparent that every
one -vvill wish the Government suc
cess in dealing with them. 

The programme v.rhicl1 the Govern
n1ent have outlined is a lctrge one and 
I feel sure that t11ey will have the 
st1pport of this Honourable House in 
th.eir efforts to e11act any measures 
that \vo11ld seem to advance the in
terests of the co11ntry. 

111 conclusion, I have much pleas
ure in proposing the appointment of 
a Select Committee to draft an Ad
dress in Reply to the gracious Speech 
of His Excellency the Governor. 

HON. MR. AYRE-I rise, Mr. Pre
side11t, to second the motion so ably 
proposed by Hon. Mr. Harris, that 
a Select Committee of this House be 
appointed to prepare an Address in 
Reply to tl1e Speech of His Excel
lency, to whicl1 we have listened with 
so much interest. I am constrained 
at the outset to emphasize the gen
eral regret that this is the last oc
casion on which this House will be 
previleged to listen to His Excellency 
on tl1e occasion of opening the ses
sions of the local Legislature. 

Nearly five years ago it was IDf 
happy fortune to be travelling tram 
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11.n Old Country on the same boat 
ihich brought Sir William MacGre
,0r and his family to our shores, and , 
he impressions then made upon me 
>f Sir William's kindliness, ability 
,nd experience, have increased v1ith 
b.e passing years. During J;iis tenure 
~f office in this Colony the Governor 
tas displayed energy and interest 
,hat are rarely found in combina
ion. He had evinced a genuine de
:ire to promote the best interests of 
,he Colony by obtaining a personal 
~nowledge of its people, whilst the 
rorl{S that had come from his pen 

1ad bee11, not alone valuable additions 
,0 the literatures of the Colony, but 
;vould for n1any long years be re
~arded in th.a Motherland and here 
LS stand:;trds. 

f~nov~'"i:.rig how a Scotchman's heart 
~.rarmed wl1en memory turned to the 
.and of the heather, Newfoundland 
~ould not but accept as an honor 
~is generous appreciation of her, 
which Newfoundlanders cordially re
~iprocated. Scotchmen had done 
much for the Empire and civiliza
tion, and prominent amongst their 
most successful sons and Empire
builders must ever stand the name 
of William MacGregor, whose work 
in the eastern ocean was a..,matter of 
honourable record. 

To the sunny Pacific land he was 
now abot1t to return, but not the most 
earnest welcome from our brothers 
in Australia could excel the affection 
and esteem in which · Sir Wil-
liam vvas · held in this land. 
We could not as a people 
grudge him the promotion which his 
splendid record had so justly merited, 
but we fully realized that Queens
land's gain was Newfoundland's loss. 
The words of cheerful optimism with 
Which he has greeted us to-day could 
not fail to serve as ari. inspiration 

anci an 1ncen_t1ve to greater ende~vors, 
a11d it would be a source of pleasure
able pride to. us, as a people, to know 
that the development and -prosperity 
of Newfoundland would always be 
watched by hin1 with great interest 
and real affection. 

The deadlock which resulted from 
the November election ha.ving been un~ 
precedented in the history of consti
tutional government, gave rise to 
qt1e.stions and problems that . were 
necessarily difficult to solve; but 
throughout that anxious and trying 
time Sir William maintained an atti
tude of strict devotion to constitu
tional usage, and had been permitted 
to see the ship of state once more 
floating sect1rely in the harbor of Con
stitu tionalism, with a Government 
strongly sustained by the p:ublic will, 
as expressed at the polls a few weeks 
ago. He would leave . for his new 
sphere of useful labor with the. grati
tude and admiration of the people of 
Brita;in's oldest Colony, who would 
watch his future career with pride 
and confidence. 

/ 

The prospect that is held out of a 
satisfa.ctory solution of the vexed in
ternational :fishery questi_on would be 
hailed with general satisfaction, and . . 

is is gratifying to know tl1at His Ex-
cellency's Ministers are taking the 

' 

necessary steps to terminate the 
doubts which apparently exist, how~ 
ever recently they might have arisen, 
concerning the Quebec - Labrador 
boundary question. As things now 
were in that quarter, many enter
prises of much importance to · the 

. . 

industrial progress of the Colony 
were being suspended, pending that 

' ' 
guarantee of title, without which no 
capitalists wo11ld be induced to invest 
their _ m.oney in labour giving con
cer:p.s. 
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Newff>undland is essentially a ti.tlh
lng country and upon the success 
of the fisheries dei>ends her pros
perity. Efforts put forth in the past 
to hasten the Colony's progress had 
been crowned with results more or 
less satisfactory, but in the attempt 
to exploit new industries the great 
fishing industry has, it appears to me, 
been some""rhat overlooked. I there
fore hail with pleasure an(! satisfac
tion that paragraph in His Excel 
lency's Speech which foreshadows a 
serious and determined effort to open 
up new markets for our staple. Vle 
have been too long content to mov·~ 

in the same paths that our fathers 
moved in, and as a result other coun
tries have secured the trade to which 
our commercial conservatism refused 
to eater. As to Cold Storage, it wa.~ 

enough to say that the possibilities 
in connection therewith were far
reaehing. Unfortunately, past ex:
periences has made us somewhat 
skeptical. Yet, I am in no sense hope
less of a successful solution of a 
problem which, once solved, wlll 
mean as much to the fisheries as 
new markets, which, indeed, must ot 
itself ensure new markets. 

Newfountlland might not be a farm
ing country in the full meaning of the 
term, but as an auxiliary to the fish
eries, farming could not fail to prove 
invaluable. In some parts stock
raising was already carried on with 
advantage, and an extension in this 
direction was most desirable. The 
large duties annually paid for im
ported root crops, beef, pork, mutton, 
and poultry, butter, cheese and vege
tables, made an exhausting drain on 
the income of the consumer. There 
was no adequate reason why the bulk 
of these necessaries should not be 
raised within our own borders, and 
any policy which would tend in this 

• 

direction could not out be haiied With 
appro,ral. 

Our mining laws are far from ttat• 
factory and prospector and capftalt t 
alike are handicapped in their efforts. 
The legislation f ore~hadowed in this 
con.nection gives promiae of l an ni-
proved condition of affairs; Whlls 
tl1e protection of those engaged in 
the mining industries will not alone 
popularize the work, but tend to mini
mize the accidents and casualties 
which have been too general in the 
past. 

The coal . question is a serious one, 
and it the solution lies in local pro. 
duction tl1e sooner it is reached the 
better. I am pleased to observe that 
His Excellency's Ministers propoee to 
decide, as tar as the experience of 
practical scientists will permit, wheth .. 
er our large peat areas have an1 
real commercial value. 

The establishment of a bait and 
weatl1er service has alreadr Justifled 
its existence. The spread of general 
information on current events is de
sirable, and the assistance of the 
Anglo-American Telegraph Co., and of 
the Reid Newfoundland Co., in these 
directions merited appreciation. As to 
the wireless system, its lack of suc
cessful operation on Labrador has 
has been a matter of notoriety, and 
considerable improvement is necea .. 
sary if any good results are to follow. 

An i11crease in the Education grant 
is in accordance with the spirit of the 
age. Apart from this it is absolutely 
necessary, as no one could deny that 
our teachers are most inadequately 
paid, as a rule, and the accommoda
tion for the scholars is very far short 
ot what it should be. In this connec
tion I wo11ld express my appreciation 
of the efforts of the Association for the 
Prevention of Consumption, In the 
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truly educational humanitarian work 
theY had done during the past year 
or so. It is a matter of thankfulness 
that their efforts are now receiving the 
endorsement of the Government. 

In these days Railway Extension is 
almost as necessary as road building 
aud, \vith improved coastal facilities, 
called for the thoughtful consideration 

0r the Legislature. The railway is the 
pioneer and in its track increased 
revenues, in most ca~e:s, followed. 

In conclu$ion I have great plea.sure 
in seconding the resolution tb.at a 
Select Committee be appointe<l to 
prepare an Address in Reply to the 
Speech of Hi& Excellency, 

SELECT COMMITTEE APPOINTEJ). 
The motion was then put and car,. 

ried. Hona. John IIarris, J. B. Ayre, 
Jas. Baird, S. Milley and D. J. Greene 

RESOLUTIONS OF CONDOLENCE. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I rise to pro
pose the following resolution.a of eon• 
dblence to the · family of the late 
I-Ion. Capt. S. Blandford, and to move 
that they be recorded in t·he minutes 
of the Council: 

RESOLVED~That this House de
sires to record the sense of the loss 
it has sustained by the decease of 
the late Hon. Samuel Blandford, who 
for many years filled a seat in this 
Counoil with credit to himself and 
advantage to this Body, of which he 
was ever a zealous and efficien 
member. 

RESOLVED-Th~t a copy of the 
foregoing resolution be sent tQ Mrs. 
Blandford, at the same time, express
ing the sympathy of the Oouneil with 
her and tb.e family of the late brofher 

were a.ppointed as a Committee to member in the bereavement they have 
draft tbe ddress in Reply~ sustained. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
the !louse adjourned until Thursday 
next at 4.30 p.m. 

Thursday, June 2, 1909. 

The House met at 4.30 o'clock p.m. 
pur uant to adjournment, the Presi
dent in the Chair. 

INTERNAL ECONOMY COMMISSION 
The President read a communica

tion from His Excellency the Gov
ernor enclosing a copy of the minutes 
of the meeting of the Executive Coun
cil, held on May 26th, 1909, stating 
that tl1e following gentlemen had 
been appointed a Commission of In
ternal Economy of the Legislatur-e -
Hon. Sir E. D. Shea, Kt., President 
of the Legislative Council; Ron. J. 
Harris, Hon. G. Skelton, His Honor 
the Speaker of the House of Assem
bly, Hon. Sir E. P. Morris, Kt., K.C., 
Hon. D. Morison, Ron. R. Watson. 

HON. M:a. BISHOP-I wa.R $$fJOCi· 

ated with Capt. Blandford in this 
House for some years, an<l found him 
a gentl~InJtn of more th~n average 
ability, one whoEJe Judgment and 
so11nd advice in matt~rs relating to 
the ~ountry's welfare could always 
be relied upol).. 'rh~ la,te <;a»tain 
was a vrorking son ot the aoil, a 
genuine Newfoundlander, and during 
his fifteen years in the House had 
l}roved himself a.i wi~e legl~·Iator, and 
won a deservedly high pla~e in tbe 
commtlnity. He took aµ active lnter
est in all beneficial Iegt~lation, ea .. 
pt~Gially in All relating to fishery mat· 
ters. The Legislature, and country 
lost much in the death, of Captq.in 
Blandford, and no words of mine 
would be a,ble to do b.ie memor1 jus
tice. 

The resolutions were carried unan
imo11 sl~r, and ordered to be recorded 
in the minutes of the House. 

• 
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DRAFT ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

· HON: lVIR. HARRIS-I present the 
draft of the Address in Reply to His 
Excellency's Speech from the Throne, 
and move that it be read a first and 
second time. 

HON. lVIR. GREENE-I think it is 
not customary to have it read th·e 
second time on the day of pres en ta
tion, but on the subsequent day. 

HON. MR HARRIS-I will not move 
the seco11d reading if the House de
sires · to have it deferred, but I under
stood that arrangements had been 
made to present the Address to His 
Excellency to-morrow. 

HON. MR. <;}REENE-I will raise no 
objection if such arrangements have 
been made. 

. On motion of HON. MR. HARRIS, 
the ·following Address in Reply was 
read a second time-: 

' . 

( 

'' To His Excellency Sir William Mac-. . 
· · Gregor, Knight Grand Cross of 

. ' 

the Most Distinguished Order ot 
Saint Michael and . Saint George, 
Companion of the Most Honour
able Order of the Bath, Doctor of 
Medicine, Governor and Com
mander in Chief in and over the . 

-Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies. 

" May it please Your Excellency : 

'' We, the Legislative Council of 
Newfoundland, in session convened, 
beg leave to thank Your Excellency 
for the gracious speech which Your 
Excellency has addressed to both 
Houses of the Legislature . 

. '' The important matters contained 
in Your Excellency's speech shall 
have our careful consideration. 

" We sincerely reciprocate the . re
gret expressed by Your Excellency in 

I • • • 

reference to your departure from the 

country. The earnest and practical 
interest you have ever ev-inced in its 
well being and progress has earned 
th e. lasting gratitude . of our people, 
and their cordial hope is that success 
and 11appiness are to be your portion 
of Your Excellency's ·future career." 

I 

..J 
HON. MR. HARRIS moved that the 

Address be engrossed and that it be 
prese11ted to His Excellency by a 
clep11tation of the whole . House. 

It was ordered accordingly. 

HON. THE PRESIDENT announced 
that His Excellency would receive 
the Address in Renly at 11 a.m. to
morrow. 

NOTICE OF ]IOTION. 
HON. MR. ANDERSON gave notice 

that he would, on to-morrow, intro
duce a Bill for the Saving of Day
light. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
the House adjourned .at 5.25 p.m. till 
to-morrow, Friday, at 10.30 a.m. 

FRIDAY, June 4th, 1909. 

The House met at 10.30 a.m., pur
suant to adjournment. 

1\DDRESS IN REPLY PRESENTED. 
' 

At elev~n o'clock the House pro
ceeded to Government House with 
the Address in Reply to the Speech 
of His Excellency the Governor. 

At half past eleven, the House hav
ing returned, the Hon. the President 
reported that His Excellency had 
been nleased to receive the said 
Address a.nd to return an answer 
there.to in the following words : 

" M1~. President and 
Gentlemen of the 
Council : 

Honourable 
Legislative 

'' I thank you for your Address in 
Reply to the Sneech with which your 
present Session was opened. 
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" I ·am deeply ·touched by your 
personal reference to myself, which 
will always be remembered by me 
with much pleasure and satisfaction. 

'' WM. MacGREGOR." 
. . ) 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion 
cf HON. MR. ANDERSON, the Bill 
for the Saving of Daylight -vvas read 
a first time and ordered to be read 
a second time on to-morrow. 

On motion of HON. Mll. BISHOP, 
the House adjourned until Monday, 
June 4th, at 4j30 p.m. 

MONDAY, June 7th, 1909. 

Tl1e House met at half-past four 
o'cloclr in the ·afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournn1ent. 

.lPP01NTl~ENT OF HON. MR. GIBBS 

TI!E HON. TI-IE PRESIDENT an
nounced that, His Excellency the 
Governor had been pleased to ap
point the Hon. Michael P. Gibbs to 
be a n1em ber of this Council pro
visionally. He then asked the Cler!r 
to read His Excellency's Commission, 
which was . done. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

Second reading of the Daylight 
Bill. 

HON. JOHN ANDERSON-I move 
that the second reading of this Bill 
be deferred until to-morrow. 

It was ordered accordingly. 

DOCUMENTS TABLED. 
HON. MR. BISHOP-I ask leave to 

lay on the table the annual statement 
of the Mutual Life Insurance Com
pany of New York. 

HON. MR. HARRIS-I ask leave to 
present the report of the Internal 
Economy Committee, and that it be 
read by the Clerk. 

It was ordered accordingly. 

• 

PETITION PRESENTED. 
HON~ MR. KNOWLING I ask 

leave to present a petition from Rob
ert Pittman, late reuorter of this 
Council, asking that he be given a 
pension or that some provision be 
made for him in his declining years. 
Mr. Pittman has been reporting in 
this House for twenty years, and as 
far as I can learn there has never . 
been any complaint as to the way 
in which he has conducted his work. 
He has always been a faithful ser
vant and has reported the speeches 
in the Council in a most · satisfactory 
n1anner. Mr. Pittman had looked up
on his position as a permanency, but 
now he found himself thrown out with 
out any reason, and superseded by 
other and younger men. It was quite 
possible that the younger men might 
be m·ore efficient, or mo1 e up-to-date, 
but it must te borne in mind that 
up to the present the work was done 
satisfactorily by two men only, Mr. 
Pittman and Mr. Higgins. Now, I 
understand, these two men have 
been dismissed and their places filled 
by four men. It might be all right 
enough, and I am not raising any 
objection to the fact of four men do
ing two men's _work, if it expedites 
the work of the Council, but it comes 
very hard on a man who for twenty 
years, under all the different Gov
ernments, has given· thorough satis'."' 
faction, to be dismissed when he has 
practic·ally one foot in the grave, 
without any provision being made for 
him in his few remaining years. I 
would strongly beg the hon. gentle ... 
men who hear me to give this mat
ter their best consideration, and I 
ask that they recommend that pro
vision be made for Mr. Pittman for 
the ren1ainder of his life. In the case 
of l\ir. Howley, who had served be
fore Mr. Pittman, he received a pen
sion of $400. This was ·sufficient· 
proof that if an allowance was .made 

, 
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for Mr. Pitttnn.tl It would not be ""ith
out a precedent and would be quite 
justifiable. As a principle, I think 
that if a man s~rves a number of 
years, as Mr. Pittman has done, and 
has given satisfaction all the time, 
nobody would be censured for v:oting 
him a reasonable amount. I know 
it is not within the grounds of this 
House .to deal with money matters, 
but it is perfectly within its sphere 
to have sympathy for a man in his 
misfortune, and the only way to 
show it in this instance is to recom
mend as ·a body that this case might 
receive the consideration of the Gov
ernment. I do not know what par
ticular crime or misdemeanor 1\1:r. 
Pittman has committed. If he has 
d·one anything wrong it has never 
been brought before the Council. In 
conclusion I would again ask that 
the hon. members give the petition 
their best consideration. 

HON. MR. GREENE.__! Wish tt> sup..;. 
port the applicatJ.on of Mr. Pitman, 
an.d in doing so would like to refer 
back .to a f~w y~ars ago When the in .. 
trod.uction of the Internal E~onomy 
Bill was befo.re the House, and when 
I pointed out that this Council was 
r-oregoing many ot its ptiYileges, many 
uf its rights 'and ·a .great deal of its 
dignity should such a measure be 
i>assed. I ~ointad out that the In
tettt·al Econt>tfif Gonimittee, as repre-
ented in this liouse, was a 'tery small 

minority as compared with the House 
of A·ssemblY, and ho matter what we 
DJ.ight think of it, we w·ould be un
able to do wh·at we tnighrt wish. I 
recognize the right of the Govern
ment to appoiht the high officers of 
this Chamber, but I claim the right 
tor this ·Chamber to appoint tl1e low
er omcials an·d the reporters. I was 
not listened to t11en, and now we had 
an. ei:atnl)le of the bad results. I 
do not belle~e for one niomettt that 
any m~mbet of this House, if he h·ad 

a say in the appointment of the r
3

_ 

porters, would ha 're dismissed either 
l\!Ir. Higgins or Mr . . Pittman without 
at least a recommendation of sotne 
sort for their futute provision. Hon. 
lVIr. Knowling had spoken of Mr. Pitt
man, after twenty years' service, re
garding his position as a perman$nc~. 
One would regard this as l\ natural 
conclusion. This C1hamber will at all 
events, I 11ope, recognize the wisdom 
of inaintaining stability based upon 
g·ood conduct a:n.d efficiency, not like 
tl1e Lower Hol1se, where they have to 
give way more or less to public opin
ion antl outside influences. ~fr. How
ley rem.ained here through every 
cltange of government; so did Mr. 
Pittman. I should be sorry to think 
that every time the Government 
changes, the personnel of the otti
cials sl1ould change with it. From 
the Iovrest messengGr, right up, 1 
\Vould like to think that so long aa 
they pe'rform thei.r ~uties efficiently 
they ~ould look unon a Legislative 
Council position as a permanenc1 and 
not subject to the shifting winds or 
party politics. Though "\Ve all had 
our feelings and could not get over 
them, we should not do a wrong. 

HON. lVIR. H~\RVEY-I would 
lilre to add a word or two to what 
has already been said. l\fy personal 
experience if3 th·at since the reporters 
have been changed the contrast be· 
tween the reports of the work of the 
Chamber has been most marked. Mr. 
1Iiggins and l\ilr. Pittman had given 
every satisfaction, and in any case I 
think it very hard lines for a man 
Who has served twenty years to be 
turned off in his old age, with no 
possibility of getting any other work. 
I do not know what crime Mr. Pit
man has committed, or why he has 
been shelved, but would like to ad 
my sympathy to what has alread7 
been expressed in favor of the peU-
tion. 
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HO!'I. r,fR. ANGEL-I also desire. 
s11p1Jort the prayer of the peti

cn. I agree with the Hon. Mr. 
rc~e11e in all that he has said in 
1ation to the withdra "ral of the 

o\.ver of appointing officials of this 

0 use, and vlacing it in the hands 
f the Internal Econo1ny Committee. 
s :Nlr. l1reene has stated, we are in 
very sn1all minority on that Com-

1ittee, and even though we want to 

0 j11stice in this case, ~ve are unable 

0 do so. I think that after a ser
ice of twenty years a ger1tleman who 
ad performed his "rork in that per-
od as satisfactoril)T as Mr. Pittman 
:as deserving of ot1r consideration, 
. -r1{l I t11lnk it t111fair that a gentle
:1ar.1 d1.~ ing the worl\. that 11e did for 
l:cl1 a lting period shot1.ld be dis
nissed 'vhen he was beyond his 
ahor and unable to nrovide for hin1--
elf or get a.ny other worlr. If l\ilr. 
itt11l ~1n had been a young man he 
'Ol1ld l1ave to submit to the fortune 
f -war, a.nd would be able to pro
ide for 11imself else"rhere, but he 

was not now able to do so in any 
ther way. Under these circum-

stances, I have much pleasure in 
supporting the petition asking that 
~fr. Pittman be granted a retiring al
lowance. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-I wish al
so to support the petition. By look
ing over the Internal Economy Com
mittee's report, I find that while 
previously the Council had had only 
two reporters, and the cost had been 
$700, now there were four at $750, or 
only an increase of $50. I hope that 
the Committee will see their way 
clear to at least give Mr. Pittman 
two-thirds of the $350 he had receiv
ed wl1ile · renorter of this House. I -
have inuch pleasure in supporting 
the petition. 

HON. Tu1R. HARRIS I wish to re
fer to one point, the remark made by 

Hon. Mr. Knowling that Mr. Pittman 
had been dismissed without cause. 
The Government did not think so, but 
felt that they had good reason for 
doing so. I will not say anything 
ft1rther, because I sympathize to a 
large extent with ,Mr. Pittman, and 
will convey to the Committee at its 
next meeting the opinion of the Cou11-
cil on the matter. 

HON. MR. McLOUGHLIN-I have 
much pleasure in supporting the pe
tition. 

It was ordered that the petition 
be received and referred to the de
partment to which it relates. 

BILL RECEIVED. 

THE HON. THE PRESIDENT then 
read a message from the Hous·e of 
Asser11bly acquainting the Legisla
tive Co11ncil that they had passed the 
aceon1panying Bill, entitled ''An Act 
respecting certain Retiring Allow
ances," and requesting the concur
rence of the Council therewith. 

HON. l\fR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be read a first time. 

The Bill was then read a first ti1ne 
and, upon motion of HON. MR. BISH
OP, it was ordered to be read a sec
ond tin1e on to-moJ:'row. 

011 motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
the Hot1.se then adjourned until to
morro\Y, Tuesday, at 4.30 o'clock. 

TUESDAY, June 8th, 1909. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House 

met at 4.30 p.m., the President in the 
Chair. 

OPJ>ER OF THE DAY. 

Second reading Qf Daylight Bill. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-I beg leave 
to move the second reading of ''A Bill 
for the Saving of Daylight." I might 
explain th·at I do not propose to go 
f11rther witl1 the measure this vea.r, 
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but merely ask that a Select Com
mittee be appointed to collect infor
mation bearing on the Bill during 
the intervening months and report at 
the Session of 1910. The same pro
cedure has been adopted by the Eng
lish I-louse of Commons during the 
last session. During my recent ' 7isit 
to England I was one of the Colonial 
guests in the House of Commons in 
March last, when the Daylight Bill 
was introduced. I heard the sp~ech
es made by the !Ion. Winston Church
ill and others on the matter. The 
Daylight Saving Bill, 1909, proposed 
to advance clock time by two hours, 
at nine o'clock p.m. on the first ::Sun
day in July, and by a counter n1otion 
at nine o'clock on the second Sunday 
in September in each year to revert 
to Standard time. As such a change 
would cause the hours for social and 
commercial life to commence at a 
uniform hour, the result of the 
change would be that for a period 
of seventy days an increase of two 
hours of beautiful sun in the early 
morr{ing, or 280 hours, half of which 
would be devoted to business and 
140 hours to healthful exercise in the 
beautiful fresh air would be avai~

able to the people of St. John's, Har
bor Grace, Carbonear, Brigus and, in 
fact, the people of the whole Island, 
at no cost to themselves or to the 
Government of the country. 

The bill provides for the change 
on the first Sunday in July, which 
was the fourth of the month, leaving 
twenty-seven days; thirty-one days 
in August and twelve days in Sep
tember. It was only necessary to div
ide the remaining portion of July 
into two dates, showing the rising 
and the setting of the sun. On Mon
day, the 5th · of July, the sun rises at 
4.15 a.m. and sets at 7 .53 p.m. On 
the 19th the sun rises at 4.28 a.m. 
and sets at 7.44 p.m. On the 20th of 

August the sun rises at 4.43 a.m. and 
sets at 7.29 p.m. On the 16th t'he sun 
rises at 5.01 a.m. and sets at 7.07 
p.m. On the 30th the sun rises at 
5.20 a.m. and sets at 6.41 p.m. On 
the date which the Bill provided that 
all clocks be put back-Sunday even
ing, the 12th of September-the sun 
rises at 5.37 a.m. and sets at 6.16 
p.m. 

There was no body of men that 
would benefit 111ore by the passing of 
this Bill than the worl{ingmen. For 
the great majority of the population 
of tl1is city the only part of the day 
which was really their own consisted 
of the very few half-hours which re
mained betwee11 the termination of 
vlorlr and bedtime. The object of 
the Bill is to give them two hours In 
the most benefi~ial and attractive 
form that Nature would permit, and 
I believe this end can only be at
tained effectively by moving forward 
the ·hands of the clock. If it were 
brought about in any other way the 
times mentioned in a great number 
of Acts of the House of Assembly, 
Rules, Orders, Regulations and Bye
Laws made by Government Depart
ments, Municipal Councils or other 
local authorities and public bodies In 
the exercise of powers vested in them 
by statute would have to be altered. 
This manifestly would be inconven
ient, if not imp1ossible, and as for 
mutual agreement, without changing 
the clocks, it was out of the ques
tion. 

The success of the proposed oper
ation entirely depended on its initia
tion being brought about by legisla
tive action. Without such action a 
great deal of confusion and fall re 
must result, for our business, social 
and political ·arrangements were 0 

inter-related that a change in any one 
part alone would involv·e considerable 
difficulty and loss through the dislo-
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n of its relations with other parts 
effect our trade with England, 
[Jnited States, Canada and other 
tries with which we do business. 
11 now read the following ex
ts referring to the working of 
1 ill in Britain and Canada : 

Daylight Saving Progress. 

wo British Government Depart
s have already adopted the prin

e of the Daylight Saving Bill 
out waiting for it to be passed 
law. Their respective staffs now 

and finish the day's duty an 
e·arlier than heretofore. 

ne of these is the Scottish Edu
n Department and the other the 
ral Post Office. In the Secre
s and Accountant General's De-

ents, of the latter 843 men be
a trial of the daylight saving 
iple on M1ay 1st. 

t was stated at the General Post 
e that all the regular hour men 

circularized on the question and 
• 

d whether they would prefer to 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., instead 

om 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. from May 
to September 30th. 

he great majority decided at once 
avour of the earlier hours, and 
equently the daylight saving 
em was officially adopted. So far 
as worked to the satisfaction of 
yone concerned." • • 

The Daylight Act in Canada. 

iWhereas it is desirable to adopt 
tandard time in advance of the 
ct of promoting a more extended 
and enjoyment of daylight dur
the summer months, therefore 
Majesty, by and with advice of 
Senate and House of Commons of 
ada, enacts as follows : 

1.-This Act may be cited as the 
light Saving Bill. 

" 2.-This Act shall not apply to 
the Yukon Territory. 

" 3.-From and after two o'clock in 
the morning of the first Sunday in 
April in each year until two o'clock 
in the morning of the first Sunday in 
November in each year the Standard 
time shall be one hour in advance of 
the Standard time now in use. 

" 4.-The time hereby established 
shall be known as Standard time, 
and when any period of that time is 
mentioned in any Act of Parliament, 
deed or other legal instrument, the 
time mentioned or referred to shall, 
unless it is other'\'.\rise specifically 
stated, be held to be Standard time 
under this Act. 

" 5.-Greenwich means time, as us
ed for the purposes of astronomy and 
navigation, shall not be affected by 
this Act. 

'' 6.-This Act shall come into 
force on the first day of January, one 
thousand nine hundred and ten.'' 

In the ''more daylight'' movement 
Newfoundland should lead. .We prid
ed ourselves that vy-e were the Oldest 
Colony in the British Empire. Then 
why should we "rait for any other 
country to lead the way? We ought 
to be the first to adopt the daylight 
scheme by Act of Parliament. By 
doing so we would provide the great
est and best advertisement this Col
ony had ever ·had. 

W·e would be leading the w.ay for 
others to follow. Although our peo
·ple, as a rule, were not over-gushing 
.about anything new, I have :m.et 
with hundre·ds who sup.ported th.e 
''More Dayli.ght Bill,'' .biecause it was 
a ·cost to no one. Wiha.t is time? 
T'ime is only w·hat we make it, an.d 
we s·hould certainly .mak.e it to suit 
ourselves, if it did not in any way 
.affect the trade an.d commerc•e of the 
Colony. 
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It was necessary to iconsider what 
effect such a m:easure would have on 
our business relations with the 
various countri1es with whic,h we did 
business by cable, but I do not 
think that the ,change would be any 
disadvantage whatever. 

Gover·nments 1could make time, but 
A·cts of Parliament could not change 
tim1e of the local m.·er:i1dans of the 
sun, nor the latitude or any country 
against . Gre.en wic1h time, which took 
that stan1d·ard. But Governments 
icould make a local time. When it 
was twelve o'clock noon in Green
wjch, other tim1e was' as follo,ws: 

Amsterdam . . . . . . . .12.20 p.m. 
Auckland, N. Z. . . . .. 11.39 " 
B 11. 1.53 ,, er n . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bombay . . . . . . . . . . 4.51 '' 
Calcutta . . . . . . . . • • 5.53 '' 
Cape Town . . . . . . . . 1.14 '' 
Constantinople • . . . . . 1.56 '' 
Dublin . . . . . . . . .11.25 a.m. • • 

Edinburgh . . • . . . . .11.47 '' 
Lisbon .. 11.24 '' • • • • • • • • 

Madrid •. 11.45 
,, 

• • • • ... • • 

Melbourne • • • • • • ••• 9.40 p.m . 
Naples .. 12.57 

,, 
• • • • • • • • 

New York 7.04 " • • • • • • • • 
Paris .. 12.09 

,, 
• • • • • • • • • • 

Pekin 7.46 '' •• • • • • • • • • • • 

Quebec . . . . . . . . . . . 7 .15 a.m. 
Rome . . . . . . . . . . . .1~.50 p.m. 
St. Petersburg . . . . . . 2.01 '' 
San Francisco . . . . . . 4.23 a.m. 
Sydney . . . . . . . . . . .10.05 p.m. 
Trieste . . . . . . . . . .12.55 '' 
Venice . . . . . . . . . . . .12.50 '' 
Vienna . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.06 '' 

..• 

The difference was at the rate of 
four minutes for one degree of long
itude or one hour for 15 degrees. 
Time was earlier or later than Green
wich, according to the locality was 
east or west of Greenwich. Places 
lying close together, but on differ-

ent side of the longitude line of lSO 
degrees, "rould differ nominally by a 
whole day in time. All coun-
tries v1ere gradually adopting 
Standard tin1e. 'l,his differed 
from Greenwich mean time by 
"\Vhole hours. The globe was divided 
into zones of 15 degrees, or one hour 
breadth, the Greenwich meridian be
ing in the centre of the zero zone. 
Thus Belgit1m and Ht lland kept 
Green·V\ri~h time; Denm.ark, Sweden 

' Switzerland, Australia and Germany 
(Prt12sia temporarily excepted) kept 
the time of Iviid-Europe, or of Longi
tude 15 deg. E., that vvas one 11our 
e~trlier than Greenwich mean time. 
In our own country, Newfoundland, 
the longitude was 52 deg., 48 min., 
or 3 hours, 29 minutes behind Green
wich mean ti1ne. Take Queensland, 
the youngest of our colocies, 138 deg. 
E., 9 hours, 12 minutes forward of 
Greenwich mean time, or at that mo
ment 5 o'clock p.m. at St. John's, 
''ras forty-t\vo minuten ua~t five 
o'cloclr tl1e next morning in Queens
land, so that His Excellency the 
Go,rernor, while he was still with us 
and at that moment attending to his 
official duties, v;ouid, if h~ were in 
Queensland, be probably sleeping in 
bed or, if he were a very early riser, 
inigh t be just getting up to begin his 
day's work. In North Arr1erica, again, 
:five zo11es are distinguished; Halifax 
falls within the zone of 75 deg. W. 
long., or four hours later than Green
wish; ~fontreal and New York fall 
within the zone of 75 deg., or five 
hours west Qf Greenwich; and so on 
across the entire continent. New 
York, Chicago, Denver and San 
Francisco m.ay be mentioned as 
places '\\"hose time changes by one 
hour as we pass from one to the r.ext 
succeeding. The corresponding times 
are distinguis11ed as Eastern, Central, 
Mountain and Pacific. What is time? 
Time is only what we make it, and 
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11ere in ~J ewfoundland we should cer
tair1ly make it two hours nearer sun
rise to begin our daily life and finish 
two 11ours earlier before . sunset. 

I would draw the attention of lion. 
1uem bers to the principal places with 
\Vhich \ve did business, and to the 
difference of time between these coun
tries and Newfoundland, should this 
Bill becon1e lavv, for the two months, 
July and August. England, mean 
t:i1ne, 12 o'clock noon. Newfoundland 
(at present) 8.30 a.m., or until such 
time as England adopted the daylight 
sa,ving. Vl e should ( l1nder the new 
arra,ngement) be nearer tl1e .time of 
the Old Country by two hours, the 
difference of time being only one hour 
and a half, instead of three and a 
half at present. The change of time 
would be in favor ·with such coun
tries 2"s Srain, Portugal, Italy and 
Greece. v'lith Spain our present time 
was 3 hours, 45 minutes be-
hind. Vl e were 2 hours, 33 
rr1inutes behind that of Italy and 
tJ1ere v.ras very li1ttle difference be
tV\:-een tltat of Italy and Greece. Thei:e 
w·a,s a very large business done in 
thi~ Colony with the tJnited Sta.tes, 
particularly with the cities-New 
York, Beston, Chicago and Philadel
phia, a,nd vrith Canada, more espec
ially with Montreal. At the present 
time t11ere vv~as a difference of one and 
a half hours between the States, Can
ada and ourselves, Newfoundland be
ing that length of time ahead, so that 
the changing . of clock time two hours 
ahea,d vrould mean that at six o'clock 
Colonial time-the hour for closing 
bt1siness in St. John's-it would be 
2.30 in Ne·w York and Montreal; but 
that need not in any way interfere 
with receiving or sending cables. 
Cables as a rule were, if not deliver
ed at business places, either delivered 
at private houses or clubs. Late ev
ening cables would be to our ad
vantage in the early morning. 

The Colony's civil service would not 
in any way be disturbed by the pas
sing of this Bill, no disorganization 
of any kind whatever would result, 
at even the Post Office or the Custom 
I-louse, but it would be a distinct ad
vantage to all officials employed in 
the civ~il service of this Colony. The 

... 
whole machinery required to set this 
great blessing in motion was simply 
tl1e putting of your. clocks and watch
es two hours forward. · Clerks em
ployed in the Custom House, instead 
of beginning Vlork as at present at 
10 o'clock and leaving at 4 o'clock, 
vrould begin work at 8 o'clock and 
leave at 2 o'clock, but still their 
watches would show 10 o'clock and 
4 o'clock. The bill was not a bill to 
com.pel any one to go to bed, or get 
ot1t of bed. Peonle, as at present, 
could go when they liked and do 
just as they liked. It was not a bill 
that V{Ot1ld in any way interfere with 
the worlr of the fisherman or the 
farmer, as botll of these were prac
tisin.g the real principle of the bill 
every da:rr of their lives, and they 
v..:ouid ccintinue to do just as they 
th0ugl1t best suited their business. 

This was not a bill to compel 
cows to give milk two hours earlier 
or to compel hens to lay eggs two 
hours sooner, but simnly a bill that 
would make it practicable for every 
man to enjoy these products for 
breal-rfast two hours earlier than he 
usually did, and I hope this House 
will pass the bill and at least give 
it a trial for July and August 

I feel proud that there is a mem
ber of this House-Hon Mr. Harvey
who has been for some time and is 
still doing his very best in a fig\t 
again.st the spread of the Great White 
Plague, and I am further pleased to 
learn tl1at the Government is going 
to assist him in his noble work. I 
will read the following extract from 
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the Speech of His Excellency the 
Governor at the opening of the House 
on Tuesday last : 

"The ravages wrought amongst our 
people by the spread Qf tuberculosis, 
commonly known as consumption, 
throughout the Colony, make it ne
cessary that the State should as
sume the responsibility of endea,:ror
ing to arrest its future snread. Hith
erto private philanthropy, through 
the agency of the Society for the 
Prevention of Consumption, had un
dertaken this task, and their labours 
have been such as to merit the com
mendation 9f all who would see suf
fering humanity rid of this dread 
White Plague. My Ministers propose 
to ap:point a Commission to deal 
with this subject in its larger phases, 
and to supplement and extend the 
laudable work already accomplisb.ed. 
You will be invited to provide a sum 
for this purpose.' ' 

To prevent Consumption there is 
nothing better than fresh air---the 
Daylight Saving Bill would help very 
materially to assist in this work. I 
am going to help in every way I can 
to support my hon. friend in his her
culean task of trying to nrevent the 
spread of cons,umption in this Col
ony. In England and .Wales there 
are ove,r 70,000 deaths from con
sumption and other forms of tuber
culosis every year. In Newfoundland, 
although it is impossible to get at 
a correct idea of the number of 
deaths from consumption, the death 
rate must be appalling. This loss of 
life which exceeded that from all oth
er forms of infectious disease put 
together, was all the more serious 
from the fact that consumption was 
most prevalent from the age of 15 
onwards to 45 or 50-the working and 
wage earning period of life when a 
man ought to be at his best and of 
greatest service to the community in 

which he lives. I am glad the Gov
ernment is taking this matter up In 
earnest. The cost to the countr 
vtill be as nothing compared to th: 
great good that must come. Preven
tion is possible, and I wish Mr. Har
vey all success in his work. Any
thing that could be done by the pub
lic to prevent infection and to re
move _the conditions under which it 
wa.s likely to take place ought to be 
done. Under certain conditions con
sumption was a communicable dis
ease and the cause of it and of other 
tuberculous affections was a microbe 
which was in countless millions in 
the expectoration on :floors, walls, fur
niture, carpets, clothing, etc. The 
chief pro bl em under the Government 
and other public bodies, therefore, 
was the destruction of the expector
ation and the providing of plenty of 
fresh air for the natients. -

A trial of the Daylight Saving Bill 
will convince t ·hem that it was the 
remedy needed. On this subject I 
h.a ve occu·pied more of the time of 
the House than I intended, but both 
questions are so closely related to 
each other that I am glad of the op
portunity to express my apuroval of 
the work of my hon. friend, Mr. Ha·r
vey. 

By this passing of this Bill, op
portunities for recreation and the 
gain of health by extended opportun
ities for being out of doors in sun
shine, to all who spend day after day 
working in the factory would be as
sured. The objection has been put to 
me by several tradesmen that em
ployers would seize the opportunity 
to use evening daylight for extended 
overtime. I think this is not likely. 
When a man had worked a full day 
in the Colonial ti1me it is uneconomi
cal to an employer to retain him for 
overtime, and particularly so when 
he has to pay an increased rate per 
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our for what must be less vigorous 
abor. Shop assistants and office 
ands would certainly gain the ad
an tage under the Bill, though some 
xpressed a fear that shops might be 

kept open later. I have discussed 
11is question witl1 several merchants 
11d I believe all will fall in line with 
11e new conditions, as it is only for 
uly and August. 

I have not yet heard of any mer-
hant who has advanced a good sub

stantial reason against the Bill, as 
tl1e benefits to the employer and the 
employees are n1utual. I have also 
discussed the bill with some of the 
d.:.·)r goods and grocery merchants do
ing business in all parts of the town, 
a11d there is only one opinion, which 
is that all should fall in line and 
ri:ake a success of the Daylight Bill 
for Newfoundland and give tt a fair 
trial, if only for one year. The po
si tlon would be this, so far as it re
lated to the business h·ouses on vVa
ter Street, and those in the other 
streets, they "'"ould be sure to fall 
in with the new order of things. 
Shops ouen rut present at 8.30. All 
hands are down with breakfast. Din
ner, first party, at 1 o'clock, second 
party at 2 o'clock, or whatever hours 
suited the variot1s establishments 
best; closing their places of business 
at 6 o'clock. The above is an outline 
of the present arr;angements. Com
ing into force Monday, the 7th inst., 
under the Bill, and commencing Mon
day, the 5th of July, by putting for
ward clocks and watches on Sunday 
evening at nine o'clock; shops would 
open at 6.30 Standard time, but by 
the clock at 8.30 Colonial time. The 
first party would go to dinner at 11 
o'clock Standard time, which would 
be 1 o'clock Colonial time. The sec-

ond party would go to dinner at 12 

o'clock Standard time or 2 o'clock 

Colonial time. At 4 o'clock Standard 

time the shops and business places 
would close, but still by one's watch 
the time would be 6 o'clock. This 
would give everybody a long evening 
in the lovely summer nights, and it 
would properly divide the day's work 
for our men who were emuloyed on 
the wharves drying fish and the 
laborers who were ¥1orking 10 hours 
per day. During July and August 
they w·ould begin at 5 o'clock Stancl
ard time with breakfast, which by the 
clock would be 7 o'clock. Dinner at 
10 o'clock S'tandard time, or 12 o'clock 
Colonial time. All work would stop 
at 4 o'clock Standard itme, which 
would be 6 o'clock by watches and 
clocks. Anter one day the workmen 
and mechanics of St. John's would 
fully understand the Bill and the 
great benefits they and their fam
ilies would derive from it. This 
might safely be called a Bill for 
t11e workingmen and their families, 
on wl1om the effect of two hours more 
sunlight daily for seventy· days must 
lead to an improvement in health and 
consequen1t advantage to children. 
Young women of the wage-earning 
class, for whom exercise in the fresh 
air was specially desirable, had at 
present but few facilities for other 
forn1s or exercise than walking. Old
er people desired to spend their even
ing leisure in summer in gardens, 
fishing or in the parks. The parks 
cou.ld be kept open every night until 
10 o'clock and it would be still broad 
daylight. The encouragement given 
by a longer period of freedom in day
light to peo·ple to live in the country, 
wot1ld be of special benefit to fam
ilies which every season went to the 
country houses either near the city 
or in Topsail or other places. 

I have in the past few days 
made very careful inquiries into the 
q t1estion of drying codfish, whether 
two hours of the early sun would 
help, and I found there was a differ-



184 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEltDINGS. 

ence of opinion, but whatever was 
right, that argument need not in any 
affect the Bill, because during the 
months of July and August then they 
could do so by Colonial time. Start
ing work at 9 o'clock, which would 
be 7 o'clock Standard time, they could 
have dinner at 2 o'clock Colonial 
time, which would be 12 o'clock 
Standard rtime, and they would finish 
work at 8 o'clock Colonial time or 6 
o'clock Standard time. Banks and 
banki:q.g would continue the same as 
usual; the Bill would not ·materially 
affect them. Bills of exchange and 
notes due would go on as if nothing 
had happened, with this exception
banks would open for business at 8 
o'clock Colonial time (still 10) and 
close at 1 o'clock Colonial tin1e, still 
3 o'clock by watches and clocks
w.hile ot1r friends the bankers would 
more than reap a special benefit by 
this Bill. The population of St. 
John's, consisting about one-eighth of 
the population of the whole Island, 
would greatly benefit by the propos
ed change. This alteration of time 
would utilize morning air and day
light and enable all to spend an ad
ditional two hours of· their leisure 
out of doors at the end of the day 
during 27 days in July, 31 in August 
and 5 in September. I believe that 
this must materially increase the 
he'alth, happiness and moral well-be
ing of every individual, and more es
pecially of those workers in 0111· 

factories, shops and offices, who at 
present got so little time for open 
air recreation. In conclusion, I beg 
to move the second reading of tl1e 
Daylight Saving Bill. 

HON. MR. GREENE-I rise to ~rc
ond this motion, and I think the pas
sing of the Bill w·ould be a much
called-for benefit. I am of opinion 
that the supporters of the Bill need 
not exert themselve8 strenuously to 
advocate its merits, but they could 

afford to simply ask what could be 
said against it and ''"ait for the an
swer, feeling sure that no serious 
objection to it could be raised. I 
admit that a fe\v little difficulties 
might attend the working of the 
measure, but these for the. most part 
are only sectional and personal. It 
was right that we should deal with 
the measure carefully and that due 
regard should be given to the cir
c11mstances and mode of life we are 
used to, before making a change, but 
these are details that ca11 be worked 
out, tho11gl1 perha])s it .,."'"ould take a 
little time. The business man would 
need to consider how such a meas
ure \vould affect him and his em
plo:>rees, and whet~er he could afford 
to have it introduced, but I think 
that \\Then all the objections are ana
lysed, they_ 'vill not provide c;c.ny in
su:rn1ountable difficulty. It is not 
proposed to rush the Bill, and there 
vvould be a1nple time in Cqmmittee to 
adjust the details to suit the major
ity, \Vhich I believe vvill be done 
e·ventually. 

The proposed saving of day
light co11ld not apply better in any 
part of the Empire than in Newfound
land, as many of the difficulties en
countered in other countries were 
al together unl{nown here, and I hope 
the day is not far distant when the 
principle would be applied, not only 
during t11e mo11ths of July and Aug
t1st, bl1t all the year round. The 
longest day of the year is practically 
t1nl\:nown to us except by the calen
dar, and light, the gift of nature, 
passes u.s by, without our being 
aware of it. We should take advan
tage of the hours of July, and August, 
and September, as the month of June 
-a beautiful summer month in neigh
boring countries-very rarely show
ecl sun1mer weather here. The wea
ther of the past eight or nine days is 
an illustration of this. There were 
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many reasons why such a bill should 
be passed. I would refer to the low
est-tl1e extra time it provided for 
amusen1ent. It was unnecessa.ry to 
dwell on this; a great deal more 
tin1e could be taken for pleasure and 
enjoy1nent and many would be able 
to indulge in healthful uastimes th.at 
they were now neglecting. Nature 
inade day and night and distinguish
ed them by light and darkness. We 
created for ourselves fictitiol1s days 
and nights, until \Ve had gradt1ally 
got i11to the habit of keeping later 
hours every year, every month and 
ev-en every day. Tom Moore said : 

"The best of all ways, 
To lengthen our days, 

Is to steal a few hours from tl1e 
night.'' 

' 

For many years we had been steal
ing hours fr.om the night, and I 
would point out that this custom 1vas 
net a "borrowing" or "taking" a few 
hours, but "robbing" them. If this 
I~ill v1ere p·assed it \Vould not neces
sarily mean tl1at peonle would be 
com.pelled to get up earlier or go to 
bed earlier. If they might gradually 
get into tl1e habit of doing so, all the 
better. Such a cl1ange in customs 
could not be brought about suddenly 
or coercively, but if atte.mnted grad
ually the people 'vould soon fall into 
li11e and wot1ld soon feel the advan
tage of it. Everything in the animal 
and vegetable kingdom went to sleep 
at dark and began life anew with 
the dawn. There was no reason why 
man shou.ld not do the same, and I 
wol1ld like to see the measure g8t a 
fair test. I support the Bill on broad 
principles and feel confident the re
sults will prove all the benefits I 
claim for it. There are many other 
reasons why we should adopt this 
n1easure-among them the great Aa~1-

ing in light bills, but I will not de-

lay the House to point them out. On 
the other hand, there were the inter-

• 

ests of others to be considered and 
conserved and these should recei va 
careful attention. In conclusion, I 
have much pleasure in seconding the 
motion that the Bill be read a sec· 
ond time . • 

HON. MR. HARVEY-I • rise 
support the Bill. I believe in the 
maxim1 "Early to bed early to rise, 
etc.," but I think that a great diffi
culty in the way of our putting · this 
into practice more is the fact of 
our being bound and limited by the 
customs of the day. I have been 
speaking to another person who has 
pointed out that one difficulty in the 
way of the Bill is that shop clerks 
and other employees would stay up 
just as late as they did now, but 
would have to get UD earlier and 
consequently would not be as fit fol 
\.Vorl{ next day. I do not think that 
t11is objection will prove real and I 
believe that people will soon fall in
to the habit of going by the clock no 
matter what the real time is. I de
plore the fact that we have aban
dc•ned all common sense in our hab
its of keeping late hours, and sleep
ing in bed during the hours of sun
light and I would be very glad to 
welcome any measure that would 
help us to get nearer a natural state 
of things and help us to practice a 
n1ore sensible custom. 

All are aware that the more 
11ighly civilized a nation is the more 
con1plicated is its social system, and 
it is in its complications that one of 
the difficulties in the way of this Bill 
vrot1ld be found, but yet I do not 
see any interest that would be mater
ially affected by this Bill, except the 
Electric Light Co., and I feel sure 
that the passenger traffic on the rail
way lines of that company would 
n1ore than compensate them. I think 
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the saving of artificial light will be 
a great advantage to th~ poorer 
classes. It is estimated that the sav
ing in England, if such a measure 
were adopted, would be two and a 
half million pounds sterling, and I 
am sure the amount, for even our 
small city, will be considerable. With 
regard to the objection re the curing 
of fish, I think the difficulty more or 
less imaginary, as very little fish that 
needs drying comes to St. John's be
fore the latter part of August. I 
would point out that it will make ab
solutely no difference to the discharg
ing, packing and loading of the pro
duct. Even if there were fish to be 
dried, that was merely a detail that 
could be arranged. 

I have noticed in my experience 
that, especially during the early sum
mer, there is a tendency for the even
ings to b.ecome cold, dull and even 
foggy, thus being unple·asant for pic
nics, etc., by the time we are free 
from work, and this, I think, is a 
strong reason why we should take 
advantage of the morning hours and 
get up earlier. I am not so sure 
that the Public Service v1ould not be 
at all disturbed by the measure. I 
think the Post Office officials will 
have to work two hours longer, as 
they could not alter their hours, since 
the mails have to be closed or open
ed according to the trains, and it is 
extremely unlikely that the railway 
company will alter their time. How
ever, I think the officials should, as 
they are working for the benefit of 
the public, suit the publie conveni
ence, and I do not see that the diffi
culty is a very serious one. The ad
vantage to schools would be the great 
est. Children are required to spend 
too large a portion of the day in close, 
stuffy rooms. The passing of this 
Bill will give them an opportunity to 
spend more time in the sunlight and 
th us fortify them against disease and 

keep them in better heal th and spir .. 
its. 

The motion was then p11t a11d car
ried. 

SELECT COitIIIITTEE NAMED, 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-I now 
move that a Select Committee of 
both Houses be appointed to take 
evidence relating to the Bill, and re
port at the Session of 1910. 

The motion was carried and the 
following gentlemen appointed from 
the Legislative Council-Hons. .John 
Anderson, J. Harris, D. J. Greene, J. 
Harvey and R. K. Bishop. 

PROGRESS ON BILLS. 

I-ION. MR. BISHOP then moved the 
second reading of the Pension Bill 

' wl1ich was carried, and the Bill was 
read by tb...e Clerk. 

-
HON. MR. BISHOP moved the Pen .. 

sion Bill be submitted to Com,mittee 
to-1norrow. Motion carried. 

'1-,HE HON. THE PRESIDENT then 
announced that he had received a 
message from the House of Assem
bly acquainting the Legislative Coun .. 
cil that they had passed the follow
ing Bills and requested the Council's 
concurrence : 

"An Act to Provide for the Raising 
of a Sum of Money by Loan." 

"1-\n Act to Inc·orporate the New
foundland Board of Trade." 

"An Act to Amend the Revenue 

Act, 1905.'' 

"An Act to Amend the Education 

Act, 1903." 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
the Loan Bill was read a first time 
and was ordered to be read a secopd 
time on to-morrow. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
the Revenue Bill was read · a first 
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time and was ordered to be read a 
econd time on to-morrow. 

On. motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
the Education Bill was read a first 
ime, and was ordered to be read a 
econd time on to-morrow. 

On inotion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
the Board of Trade Bill was read a 

r·st time, and v1as ordered to be 
read a second time on to-morrow. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
he House adjourned till to-morrow, 

l\Vednesday, June 9th, at 4.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, June 9th, 1909. 

Pursuant to adjournment, 
ouse opened at 4.40 p.m. 

the 

OMMITTEE OF WHOLE ON PEN· 
SION BILL. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
he House went into Committee of 
he Whole to consider the Pension 
ill. 

cation in the Colony and in 1875 was 
gazetted Inspector of Church of 
England Schools. No pension that 
could be granted by the Govern
ment would be more appropriate or 
more deserving than this one and I 
hope the Rev. gentleman will be 
spared many years to enjoy this 
fitting recognition of his thirty-four 
years of educational work. During 
this time, besides his regular work, 
he has rendered many valuable ser
vices to the cause of education with
out receiving any returns for them. 
I have much pleasure in supporting 
this Bill, as I am convinced that all 
the pensions are well earned. 

The Committee rose and reported 
tl1at the Bill had been passed with
out amendment. 

On motion of HON. DR. SK:BLTON, 
the Report was received. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
it was ordered that the Bill be read 
a third time on to-morrow. 

HON. DR. SKELTON took the SECOND READING OF LOAN BILL. 
hair. 

After the reading of the Bill by 
he Clerk-

HON. 1\1:R. ANDERSON-I ri.se to 
r,iake a few observations. I have no 
~·oubt the several persons referred to 
rave rendered the Colony good scr
rice and are Well deserving Of tlLe 
pensions which the Government pro
poses to allow them, but I wish to 
piake special reference to the case of 

ev. Dr. Pilot. He came to this coun
ry in 1867 and for forty-two years 
ias rendered faithful service to both 
hurch and State. From 1867 to 
874 he was Vice-President of the 
heologlcal College. In the perform
nce of bis ministerial duties he 
howed marked ability and received 
he love and respect of . all who 
new him. In 187 4 he was appoint

ed to inquire into the state of edu-

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Loan Bill be read a second time. 

HON. l\1R. KNOWLING I rise to 
ask the Hon. the Leader of the Gov
ernment if it is proposed to use any 
of the surplus of $500,000 lying to 
the credit of the Colony. 

HON. MR. BISHOP replied that the 
Government had no such intention. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING I would 
point out that this reserve is only 
bearing interest at three per cent., 
while it is proposed to nay four per 
cent. on a new loan and leave this 
money undisturbe1d. I think this is 
poor economy on the part of the 
Government. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I might reply 
that the late Government had been 

paying six per cent. to 
Bank of Canada on the 

the Royal 
debts for 
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hich this Bill provided. The present 
p licy might be poor economy, but 
it was better economy than the ex
atnp le set by the late Government. 

The m·otion was then put and car
ried. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole on to-morrow. 

SECOND READING OF REVENUE 
BILL. 

HON. 1\IR. BISHOP moved the se
cond reading of the Revenue Bill. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING I cannot 
let this Bill pass without passing a 
few remarks on it. I understood 
from His Excellency's sveech that 
the burden of taxation on the poor 
man would be lightened and the 
weight placed on the shoulders of 
those who are better able to bear it. 
If that is the end aimed at in the 
alteration, then I wish to point out 
that the alteration would onerate in -
exactly the opposite direction. The 
Bill provided for a duty of one and 
one-half cents per pound on soap, 
instead of forty per cent. ad val. The 
larger portion of the soan imported 
into this country was of a strong, 
cheap quality, extensively used 
amongst the laboring classes. This 
cost from fourteen to sixteen shil
lings per cwt. in England and the 
new rate would bring the duty up to 
50 per cent., or an increase of ten 
per cent. over the present rate. The 
finer costs from twenty-seven to 
twenty-eight shillings per cwt., the 
duty on which, according to the new 
rate, would be only twenty-five per 
cent., or a reduction of fifteen per 
cent. This was making the articles 
cheaper to those who could afford to 
buy the finer quality and dearer to 
those who were compelled to buy the 
poorer. I am consequently at a loss 
to ee where the advant ge will come 

to the DOorer classes. I am pleased 
to note that the ·Government intends 
to help the moven1ent for the Pre
vention of Consumption, but I think 
they are a bit inconsistent since this 
"Tariff Reforn1" \Vould make it hard
er for the poor workingmen to buy 
the soap tl1at was so necessary to 
him in the "1nore cleanliness" mo'\Te
ment that was being advocated. The 
Government, if tl1ey were sincere, 
sl1ould be placing facilities at his 
disposal, rather than nutting them 
farther out of his reach. I would 
lilre to ask if the Government are pre
pared to reconsider this measure; 
if 11ot, I feel in duty bcund, in the 
interests of the working class, to op
pose the Bill as it now stands. 

HON. l\1R. BISIIOP-I would point 
out that ii1 the hon. r.tJ.ember's own 
v.1ords, tl1e Bill justified itself, since 
it lo,vered the urice of the finer ar
ticle and th11s pla.ced it witl1in the 
poor. man's reach, as the better ar
ticle, even if it were a little dearer 
at first, would prove cheaper in. the 
end. I think it unnecessary to ay 
any more, as that fact alone should 
comn1end the Bill to favorable con
sideration. 

HOI'.i. MR. KNOWLING I might 
reply that the result would not be 
\Vhat my hon. friend, l\Ir. Bishoo, an
tlcipated. The strong carbolic soap 
that was used for years would con
tinue to be used. The people had 
got so t1sed to it and they found if so 
well adapted for washing and clean
ing purposes tl1at they would have 
it, even· if the cost were greater. This 
policy would proba.bly result in the 
exclusion of tb.e imported article 
fron1 the market and the local pro
duct v1ould take its place. I think 
this unfair to the large number of 
in1porters, as the few men who h d 
an interest in the factories 1l re 
would control the market. 
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!ION. l\1R. ANGEL-Might I ask if 
the nevi duty on the soap referred to 
,;,·ill amol1nt to fifty per cent.? 

HON. lVIR. ANDERSON-I did not 
see the Bill before, but I gather 
from wl1at I-Ion. Mr. Knov1ling has 
said tl1at the change would result as 
follovrs : The soap largely used by 
the fisher1nen and laboring men cost 
usually about fourteen shillings, or 
$3.40 1>er cv1t. The present duty at 
forty per cent. was $1.36. The new 
du.ty of one and one-half cents per 
pound would be $1.68, or an increase 
of twenty-two and one-half per cent. 
I think this a rather cute way of 
getting a local protection. This 
''trould hav'"e the effect of shutting out 
the imported article and placing the 
n1erchants at the mercy of the few 
people here ~rho controlled the fac
tories. It v1ould give all the big buy
ers all the benefit and shut out the 
small dealer. I am aware that this 
House is :powerless to do anything 
in the matter, but I hope the Gov
ernment will reconsider this Bill 
and not be too hasty with a meas
ure that obviously would not lighten 
the burden of taxation on the poor 
man. 

The motion was then put and the 
House divided, when there appeared 
for the motion Hon. Messrs. Bishop, 
Harris, Ayre, Skelton, Harvey, Gibbs, 
.A.ngel, Milley, Anderson and Baird; 
and against it Hon. Messrs. Knowling 
and McLoughlan. 

!So it nassed in the affirmative, and -
on motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, the 
Bill v1as ordered to be referred to 
Committee of the Whole on to-mor
row. 

SECOND REAt\.DING OF EDUCATION 
BILL. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I rise to move 
the second reading of the Edt1cation 
Bill. I feel t11at every member is 

• 

well a ware of the need there is for 
an improvement in the education of 
tl1e country, and I am convinced that 
any movement towards that end will 
receive the support of the whole 
House. It is unnecessary to dwell 
at length on the merits of this Bill, 
as they are plain to everyone. The 
first section provides for an increase 
in what is termed the Poor District 
Grant. It is the duty of the Govern
rr1ent to place a common education 
vvithin the reach of every child, if 
possible, and tl1is Government intends 
to do all in its power to carry out 
that duty\ The second clause pro
vides for an increase in the teachers' 
salaries. No one denies that our 
teachers are poorly paid. Every mem 
ber of the House is aware of the 
responsibility that rests on the teach
er in the educational standing of the 
country; everyone looks to them to 
keep up the standard and to improve 
it. but they could not be expected to 
give their time and talent! to the 
work without being properly com
pensated, and I feel sure this clause 
will meet with the approval of the 
whole House. 

With regard to the last clause, it 
is well known that many of the 
school buildings of the country are 
11nfit for children to attend. School 
boards wished to improve them, but 
were unable to do so through lack of 
funds. The Government proposes by 
this Bill to place a fund at the dis
posal of boards who wish to build 
now, up-to-date and sanitary school 
roo1ns, and pay the interest on that 
sum to the amount of four thousand 
dollars. Boa1 ds availing themselves 
of this plan will be required to pay 
back five per cent. of the amount 
borrowed annually. This, I think, 
will result in great improvement in 
schools all over the Island, as I am 
convinced there is a growing santi
ment in favour of providing cleaner 

• 
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and more healthy surroundings for 
school children. All that is needed 
is the money to carry out the idea. 

HON. MR. HARVEY-I do not 
intend to delay the work of the ses
sion now, and am particularly anxi
ous not to make any unnecessary 
criticism of the work of the Go,rern
ment, for they have certainly had a 
hard problem. They have come into 
power on very short notice, the time 
they have had at their disposal to 
work out legislation has been neces
sarily ·short, and it is the wish of 
every member to facilitate their work 
in every possible way. I can not, 
however, let this Bill pass through 
its second reading without calling the 
attention of hon. members, and par
ticularly representatives of the Gov
ernn1ent here, to certain matters in 
connection with it, which I think 
need consideration. As far as I 
know, the Bill went through the 
House of Assembly with very little 
or no discussion which, I confess, 
:urprises me, unless it was for the 
:eason which I expressed, namely, 
he necessity and desirability of fac
.litating the work of the session. I 
heartily appreciate the action of the 
Government in taking up the ques
tion of education and increasing the 
grant in the face of the fact that 
the outlook, financially, for the Col
ony is not good, and the need there 
is for economy in the public service. 
Still, I look upon education and pub
lic health as matters standing by 
themselves, which justified an in
creased grant, but it was the more 
important, when we were poor and 
likely to be short of money, that 
what was spent should be spent in 
the most intelligent and advantageous 
way. Notwithstanding my apprecia
tion, already expressed, of the Gov-

ernment's admirable idea of in-

to me as being hurried and ill-con
sidered. 

I am a 
appointed 
Sy11od to 

member of the Committee 
by the Church of England 
consider the question of 

education. The Committee was a 
good one, and worked hard and dis-
cussed the whole question from be
ginning to end, and · certainly admir
able s11ggestions were submitted to 
the Government. They then waited 
upon the Government, and were re
ceived in the lrindest vossible way. 
The recommendations which they 
made were promised proper consid
eration. This had been done, but I 
cannot help feeling that if the re
commendations of that Committee 
had been carried out the result would 
have been very much better. 

The increased grant was $26,000, 
and $4,000 for interest, totalling $30,-
000. The recommendations of the 
Committee required $44,000, but I 
find no fault with the red11ction of 
the an1ount. Economy was a mat
ter which the Government had to 
consider, and I do not criticize it in 
any way; in fact, it was more than 
we expected. The finances of the 
Colony at present could not stand 
such a large sum as $44,000. The 
criticism I have to make is purely on 
the allocation of the money. 

The first section of the Bill pro
vides an increase grant of $6,000 
for destitute localities. I think there 
should be some clause in that sec
tion by which the expenditure could 
be checked. We have heard a great 
deal lately about having proper school 
buildings propel Iy equipped. I have 
only read the first clause hurriedly, 
but as I read it there is no proviso 
as to the sort of buildings which are 
to be erected out of this $100,000. 

The second section of the Bill 
creasing the grant, the Bill appears increases the grant for teachers by 
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$20,000. In looking over the refer
ences in this clat1se it seems to me 
that the verbiage needs overhauling. 
It reads : "T,here shall be annually 
appropriated the sum of $20,000, as 
a further augmentation, which said 
last-n1entioned sum shall be expend
ed in the manner and subject to the 
ter1ns and conditions in the said 
section provided." The section calls 
for tl1e payment of different sums
$67, $37, $112, and so on. How, then, 
,vas tl1is $20,000 going to be distribt1t
ed according to the terms and con
ditions of this s~ction? It 'vas im
p·ossible and cot1ld not be done, and 
I call the at ten ti on a11d ask the con
sideration of the Government to that 
section which, as it ·stood, was not 
v:o r};:able. 

One of the recommenclations of the 
Synod Con1mittee, I think, should re
ceive serious consideration. The 
Comn1ittee had asked for $43,000 for 
tl1e augmentation grant and the Gov
ernment 11ad given $20,000. The 
C~o1nmittee had l)Ut in a suggestion 
t11at any increase in the grant for 
teachers should be differently allo
ca ted from what it is at present. It 
"~as pointed out that about 150 teach
ers annually left the profession and 
they desired, not a grant for the 
teacl1ers emplo~red one, two or three 
years, bt1t for these in the higher 
grades and with experience. It did 
not matter so much if we lost teach
ers of only one or two years' exper
ience, but when a man or woman had 
been in the service for ten or :fifteen 
years, and had learnt his or her 
business thoroughly, they should be 
kept there and these were th·e ones 
whose salaries should be raised. I 
submit that thi·s increased augmenta
tion, or the greater part of it, should 
be allocated to the better class of 
teachers. At the Te-achers' Conven
tion last year it was noticeable that 
the majority of the teacl1ers were 

very young. As soon as they were 
a year or two employed they left for 
other work. What was really need
ed was some prize or prizes at the 
top of the tree and to increase th~ 
salaries of the lower grades of 
teachers would not bring the best 
results. 

Another thing asked for 
Convention was the sum of 
for the training of teachers. 

by the 
$6,000 

As ev-
erybody knew, education amounted to 
nothing "\Vithout the teacher. He was 
the beginning and the end, and what 
was badly needed was a properly 
trained staff of teachers. We have 
not got these to-day, and I believe 
the sn1all sum of five or six thousan.d 
clollars so spent would do much goocl 
than perhaps $20,000 in any other 
way. I certainly think that rthi·s a11g

mentation grant should be distribut
ed in some other way than is provid
ed in this Bill. 

1,he third secition had to do with 
buildings. "There shall be annually 
appropriated and apportioned amongst 
the several religious denominations 
of this Colony the sum of $4,000 for 
the payment of interesit upon such 
n1011ies as may, with the approval of 
the Governor in Council, be raised 
by the Board·s of Education of the 
several religious denominations of 
the Colony in places outside the city 
of St. John's for the purpose of the 
erection of school buildings." 

I want to call the Government's 
attention to this. As I read it, it is 
illegal rto take any of the money for 
repairing the school buildings now in 
use. The erection of school build
ings was a necessary and desirable 
thing, but there was nothing for im
proving the disgraceful condition of 
the schools in the country to-day. A 
grant to improve that condition was 
first needed. Some of those now in 
use vlere only cow-sheds and the 

• 



192 LEGISLA'rIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

children were simply herded into 
them. The Synod Committee had 
thrashed this question out at great 
length and had suggested a small 
vote of $6,000, roughly, $2,000 for 
each of the leading denominations, 
to be spent in equipping and improv
ing the worst classes of schools that 
'\\i'"e had. In addition to that, the 
Governme·nt should raise a loa11 of 
$30,000, or $10,000 for each denomin-

tion. In the case of· the Church of 
England, this money would have been 
controll.ed by a Committee and loan
ed to school boards in small amot1nts, 
but only to those who would make 
good use of it. It was to be paid 
back in small amounts. The $10,000 
for each denomination became a per
petual loan. The original demand 
was for a l·oan of $100,000, but I am 
opposed to it, because if the amount 
were taken and SDent on schools 
this year it would be thrown away. 
We needed to go slo-vvly and I think 
the control of the mo11ey shot1ld be 
vested in a board in St. John's, ~rho 
would oversee the kind of buildings 
put up and who could recover it and 
utilize it again. Under this clause, 
the Board of Education had a right 
to c1ome and ask for a loan, and I 
do not see how it was \Vorkable. I 
think a central authority is necessary 
to distribute this n1oney and to get 
the most good from it. I think that 
$100,000 spent on schools by school 
boards without any supervision is 
going to be wasted and thrown 
away. I have no wish to make any 
unnecessary criticism, bt1t I think 
the Bill ill-considered as it stands. I 
do not blame the Government, how
ever, as I know they are rushed, 
but would like some explanation on 
those po in ts. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-I rise with 
pleasure to support the second read
ing of this Bill, bec.ause no Bill 
coming before the House this or any 

other year deserved more consider
ation, and however small the grant 
at the present time might be, the 
increase of $6,000 for Door districts 
was a helv. The increase of $20,000 
in the augn1entation w~as, further , 
very valuable, but the third section , 
in my opinion, was the n1ost in1port-
an t of all. In the po·orer districts 
of the country, if a loan were to be 
raised, was it not better for the 
G overnme11t to raise the loan them
selves, because they could al\\,.ays 
raise such loans at four _per cent., 
v:hereas priTvate parties might have 
to pay fivTe or six per cent. With 
this $4,000 it would thus be far bet
ter for tl1e Government to negotiate 
a specified loan at four per cent., for 
if private narties were to attempt to 
raise a loan tl1ey miight be charged 
fi•re per ce11t. and thus 011ly raise 
$80,000 of six per cent., and thereby 
011ly secure $67 ,000, or $33,000 less. 
In th,e interests of the country, the 
Govern1r1ent shot1ld i>rovide the loan 
and the people the interest, and then 
we wot1lcl get good schools, well 
equipped in every detail. I hope that 
sorr1etl1ing of this nature will be 
accomplished. 

Upon motion of HON. 1\i1R. BISH-
0 P, the Bill 'vas then read a second 
time and ordered to be referred to 
Co1nmittee of the Whole on to-mor
row. 

SECOND READING OF BOARD OF 
TRADE BILL. 

HON. :rvIR. BISHOP-As every mem
ber is well a'vare, vre have long felt 
in this comn1unity the necessity for 
a Board of Trade or some trade or
ganization. In fact, when we con
sider tl1at no city of half the size of 
St. John's or one with one-quarter of 
its trade could be found elsewhere 
without a Board, we begln to wonder 
how it was 've had got along as well 
as v;e had. The n1atter is not a new 
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e. It has been apparent for 111a11y 

ars tl1at it is a matter of vital ne- · 
vssit~r in the intertclts of the Col-

y, a11d indeed effo1 ts have fr4Jfil 

111e to tin1e been made. They "\\rere, 
\\7e'\7er, more or less spasmodic, and 

0t talren up with sufficient energy, 
that nothing was accom.plished. 

ore recently, howe,Ter, it has be-
)J.Yle tl1e subject of more interest 
1d discussion, with the result that 
... ere appea~rs to l3e no\v a unity of 
e1ing tl1at a Beard of Trade should 

r:;w be estal)lishc~d. l\:1atters had 
ached this stage 'vhen the present 
o,.rern.ment came into po,ver and 
e of the first actions of the Pre111-

r 'vas to call a pt1blic meeting, at 
'l1ich 11e exl)lainecl t11at the desire 

the Government was that a Beard 
f Trade should be established. 

It "\Vas recognized that it would 
e a s::>urce of assistance and strength 

tl1e C~-overnment, and that the Gov
rnrnent, by assistance of some 
ind or other, Vlould also be a great 
elp to the I~oard cf Trade. At tl1at 
1eetir1g several gentleman expressed 
lheir opini·ons regardlng it, and all 
eing favorably disposed, a Commit
ee \·vas for1u.ed to talre the matter in
o fuller consideration. rrhe Secre
ary of the Committee, 1\tir. W. G. 
.-csling, and 1V1r. G. C. Fearn, have 
een engaged during tl1e past two 
,r tl1ree inontl1s de,~oting a very great 
eal of thei:r time gathering up in
or111ation, getting the co11stitutions 
,f Beards of Trade in other cities 
nd collecting n1atter which might 
e made use of in the formation of 
Beard of Trade here. The result 

f their labot1rs was the Bill which 
1ad been presented in the IIouse of 
. ssembly, asking for . the incorpora
tion of the Newfoundland Boe.rd of 
... rade. 

This Bev rd of Tra.de v,ras to be a 

Board, a .. s it \Vas felt that there was 
a gre·at desirability of there being 
closer connection between the people 
trading in the outports and the mer
c11ants and traders in St. JQhn's. Up 
to t11e present, I am sorry to say, 
tl1at unity has not been conspicuous, 
but it is hoped to have this Board of 
Trade established very soon, and I 
believe very many advantages "\\rill 
result, provided it i's properly or
gap.ized and officered. I have much 
1;leas11re in moving the second read
ir1g of the Bill. 

HON. 1\lR. HARRIS-I rise to sec
ond the motion of the Hon. Mr. 
Bishop. I think, however, that one 
section of the Bill at least is a 
little loosely constructed. I refer 
to Section 6. As the previous speak
er has already said, great praise is 
due Messrs. G. C. Fearn and W. G. 
Gosling, who played such a part in 
the formation of the Newfoundland 
Board of Trade. They de~~r..ve the 
tl1anks of the commercial community 
for the zealous and unselfish manner 
in which they have worked. Many 
others are on the list of names be
fore me, who were actively identi
fied v..Tith the movement, but none 
rr1ore so than the two gentlemen 
named. The :part of Section 6 to 
vvl1ich I would refer is : "The whole 
cf the members then present shall 
proceed to elect a president, two 
vice-presidents and eight others. 
The said eleven nlembers so elected 
shall, within three days, meet, select 
and nominate four other members of 
the Board, and thereupon the said 
fot1rteen members and officers so 
elected and chosen s};lall constitute 
'The Council of the Newfoundland 
B·oard of Trade,' and hereafter 
this Act shall be called and 
scribed as 'The Council.' '' 

• in 
de-

If eleven men were elected and 
~\ie\vfc,undland .and not a St. Jol1n's l1ad tl1e appointing of four to form 
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a Council of fifteen, it would simply 
mean that the Council w.ould be rul
ed by six, who could nominate their 
own men, who would virtually be 
of same party as the six wh·o elected 
them by their majority vote. It 
would be possible that such a thing 
would occur, though I do not say it 
ever would so happen. 

Personally, I am a great believer 
in a Board of Trade and some time 
ago m'ade several attempts to induce 
others to join with me in forming 
one. The tirr1e was not ripe then, 
but now that a Board has been start
ed, it needed only to be firmly estab
lished for its benefits to become gen
eral. Up to the vresent foreign g·ov
ernn1ents had no reliable source from 
which to secure information of New
foundland and its resources, but this 
would soon be remedied. The local 
Board at present knew nothing out
side of the trade in St. John's but 
\Vith a body such as it was hoped the 
new Board of Trade would become, 
with representation from all parts 
of the Island and of all business 
persuasions, difference would follow 
forthwith. 

Not the least beneficial result would 
be the establishing of an arbitration 
committee, instead of rushing into 
court, at great expense of time and 
n1oney. Such a committee would be 
able to settle matters economically 
and speedily. ·Such a committee 
would ensure a saving of thousands 
of dollars and expedite the settlement 
of affairs that otherwise w·ould oc
cupy months, perhaps, in the law 
courts. 

A committee to deal with handling 
fish in foreign markets would also 
have a valuable work to perform, 
but in thi·s matter I only svoke as a 
layman. A committee to deal with 
tl1e cull of fish would likewise be an 

important branch of the Board. Last 
year I understand that certain mer
chants bought fish from merchants 
in the outports, but when landed in 
St. John's it was not much better 
than West India. It was impossible 
for a merchant to know what kind of 
fish he was paying for when purchas
ed in a far-a way outport. Such a 
co1nmittee would be able to create a 
standard for fish. Then all would 
know what they were buying and 
selling. 

Another branch would be a Statis
tical Board. Unde·r existing condi
tlons, we had a statistical office in 
tl1e Customs, but something more 
was needed and would have to be 
brought about by the Board of Trade. 
It is difficult for one to consider 
how we got along so many years in 
the old rut. The introduction and 
passing of a measure to incorporate 
the new body would put it on a 
sound. basis before the public, and if 

the confidence of the commercial 
community were given the board, its 
work would soon become easy. I 
have great pleasure in supporting 
the motion presented by the Hon. 
Mr. Bishop. 

The motion being carried, HON. 
MR. BISHOP moved that the Bill 
be sent to Committee to-morrow, and 
it was ordered accordingly. 

BILL RECEIVED. 

THE HON. THE PRESIDENT ac
q11ainted the House th.at he had re
ceived a message from the House of 
Assembly acquanting the Legislative 
Council that they had T)assed a Bill 
granting Supply to His Majesty to 
defray expenses from June 30th, 
1909, to June 30th, 1910, and request
ed the concurrence of the Legisla ... 
tu re. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP1, 
it was ordered that the Public Ser--

• 
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ce Bill be read a first time and Retiring Allowances Bill be now 
at it be .read a second time on to- read 1a third time, and it was done 
orrow. accordingly. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES. HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 

HON. MR. BISHOP gave notice that 
... would move the susnension of 
iUle 33 of the House on to-morrow. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON read a mes
ge from Mr.Willett to the effect 
at the Daylight Bill Committee of 
e British House of Commons was 
rd at work and that opposotion to 
e Bill was growing weaker. 

IION. MR. BISHOP moved an ad
urnment at 5.55 until to-morrow. 
The House adjourned accordingly. 

\ 

THURSDAY, June 10th, 1909. 

The Council met at 4.55 p.m., the 
n. the President in the Chair. 

EAVE OF ABSENCE FOR HON. 
1IR. RYAN. 

THE HON. THE PRESIDENT read 
communication from His Excellency 
e Governor notifying the Council 
at he had granted permission to 
e Hon. Mr. Ryan, a member of the 
gislative Council, to be absent 

r the remainder of the present 
• 

(SSIOll. 

RULES SUSPENDED. 
. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-With the con-
fnt of the Council, I would like to 
sk for tl1e suspension of Rule 33 of 
le House in regard to all Bills and 
1 matters now befQ:r:e the House. 
do so simply for the purpose of 
pediting the business of the ses-
n, and for that reason move it now 

stead of after the regular business 
c the day. 

The motion being adcnted, it was 
dered accordingly. 

PROGRESS ON BILLS. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 

Bill do now pass and that a 
sage be sent to the House of 
sembly to that effect. 

It was ordered accordingly. 

mes
As-

HON. MR. BISHOP moved the 
House into Committee on the Loan 
Bill. 

THE HON. TI-IE PRESIDENT left 
tl1e Chair. 

HON. MR. AYRE took the Chair. 
After some time the House re

sumed. 

The Chairmian from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
metter to them referred and had 
passed the Bill without amendment; 
and on his rr..otion his report was 
received. 

I-ION. lVIR. BISHOP moved the third 
reading of this Bill, and it was or
dered accordingly; and on motion 
of Hon. Mr. BishoD it was ordered 
tliat the Bill do pass and that a 
message be sent to the House of 
Assembly to that effect 

COMMITTEE OF WHOLE ON EDU
CATION BILL. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee 
on the Education Bill. 

THE HON. THE PRESIDENT left 
the Chair. 

HON. MR. ANGEL took ·~he Chair 
of the Committee. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I wish to 
move an amendment to the second 
section. The Act, as it stood, fixed 
the proportions to be paid to the dif
ferent grade teache1~s from the Aug
mentation Grant already provided, 
an.d ·it did not appear _that power 
was there given to divide any in-

• 
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er.ease. It provided for the payn1ent 
of the sum voted in 1905, but not 
for an increased grant, and · I mo'\re 
that t11e section be cha.nged, and af
ter the ,,rords "further augmenta
tion" the rest of the paragraph be 
stricken out and tl1ese words sub
stituted, "to the teachers' salaries 
vvr1ich last me11tioned sum shall be 
expended in sucl1 proportion as may 
be fixed by the Governor in Council 
011 the recommendations of the Su1)-

~ 

erintentlents of Education." 'l"l1is 

"rould also provide for further con
sideration of the n1atter mentioned 
b)T Hon. J\1r. Harvey yesterday, and 
it n1igl1t possibly be that the Super
intendents of Education vv-ould agree 
that the increased sum which ~ras 

now provided in the grant should 
not be paid as before, but more to 
son1e places and less to others as 
might be required. I think this will 
meet the objection raised by the 
hon. gentlemen. I propose the chang
ing of the sections as stated above. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-While I 
propose to vote for Section 3, at the 
same time I should like to have in
serted in this clause that the amount 
be raised by the Government and 
loaned to the Boards of Education. 
It was plainly to be seen here that 
the Government had no power be
yond the raising and the paying of 
the interest. I would like to ask 
the gentleman in charge of the Bill 
if it was the intention of the Gov
ernment to take up any portion of 
this loan. If so, then I quite agree, 
and I think it will be better to have 
it ins·erted in the clause. As I point
ed out yesterday, I am quite sure 
the Governm.ent could raise the loan 
at four per cent., but if it was to 
be raised by the school boards and 
private individuals throughout the 
Colony I tl1ink it would not be raised 
under five or six per cent. The re
sult would be that only $80,000 or 

• 

if $67,000 could be raised, whereas 
tl1e Government were to take the 
responsibility of raising ·the whole 
loan at four per cent., $33,000 more 
could be obtained. If the Govern
ment was prepared to provide $4,000 
per year they should also be pre
pared to take part of tl1e loan. 

I I ON. MR. BISHOP-In answer to 
t11e lion. member, I would say that 
if necessary the G·overnn1ent will 
provide the n1oney, b11t in many 
places it is quite possible tl1at some 
I)erson in the locality would prefer 
hav"ing a Go\rernment guarantee at 
four per cent. to finding the money. 
It \Vas n.c)t intended that the whole 
cost of the school ho11se should be 
give11, except in extreme cases, and 
the Beards would have to provide 
som_e nart of the money. In this 
connection the Government was go
ing to prepare plans of school houses 
of t-vvo or three sizes, which would 
be lithogranhed and sent around. 
T11 ese buildings wo11ld be modelled 
a.ft~r those in use in Canada and 
elsevrhere. The plans would be put 
in the hands of the school boards 
and help provided up to the amount 
of $100,000. It is not at all likely 
that the whole of this money will be 
expended during the present year, 
b11t the i11tention of the Government 

. is tb.at they should get to work in 
all needy localities as soon as pos
sible, and abolish, burn or destroy 
tl1e buildings not fit for use of the 
children. At all events they should 
have proper surroundings at an early 
date. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-The ex
plana,tion is perfectly satisfactory and 
it has my hearty support, but we 
must remember that the Bill does 
not provide for any specific amount. 
I think the Government has not tak
en this matter into consideration and 
if the money is necezsary to put up 
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these schools in the outDorts they 
should b.ave done so~ There are 
s1)lendid schools in many of the out
ports near St. John's and at other 
places, but in many outports there 
are buildings which need money to 
put them in proper condition, and I 
a.m glad the Government are going 
to c.lo something to"rards this. I re
gret, hovvever, that it is not embod
ied in the Bill that the Govern1nent 
is to raise the loan. 

EIOI'J. MR. BISHOP-The hon. gen
tleman is financier enough to lrnow, 
tl1at the Govern111ent are in a posi
tion to raise the money any day and 
\V"ould have no clifficulty whatever in 
doing so. 

I-IOI".J". 1\1J:t. H~t-\.R\TEY-I have lis
tened ·v1ith ·~.rery gree .. t pleasure to 
tr1e !Ion. i¥'fr. Bishon's explanation of 
t11e clause, and v1hile on my feet 
would refer to one other matter 
v1hich \7vas a great dinomaly and that 
vvas the posiion of the Superintend
ents of Education. They at present 
were allowed a salary and had to 
pay their own travelling expenses; 
and it must be obvious to everybody 
that the better a man did his work 
old duty on that would be $2. 72 per 
~vvt. lTnder the alteration it is $1.68. 
Take the fisherman's and 
soap, wl1ich cos.ts about 
shillings per cwt., and l1e 

laborer's 
fourteen 

pays the 
san1e duty-one cent and a half per 
pt1tlnd. I think the alteration sui
cidal on tl1e part of the Government, 
and there is something behind the 
scenes. Already the Standard Soap 
Com.pan3r is getting enough protec
tion. 'I1here is a protection of forty 
per cent., vvhile they only pay fifteen 
per cent. duty on the tallow and 
grease wl1ich they import for manu
facturing the article; thus getting a 
clear protection of twenty-five per 
cent. Certainly there must be some
thing v\l·orking behind the scenes. 

Tl1e fishermen had adapted them
selves to the use of a certain qual
ity of soap, and this they would use, 
but they would have to pay more for 
it, though they were promised in the 
Premier's Manifesto of reduced taxa
tion. How was the promise to the 
poor man being carried out? Fancy 
soap at t\venty-eight shillings a cwt. 
which was used by the upper cla.ss
es and v1ould under our old tariff pay 
a duty of $2.72 per cwt., but under the 
s ·uggested cha11ge $1.68 per cwt. 
'1_,a};:e 15·-sl1illing f;Oau, such as Lever's, 
Vill1icl1 was greatly in demand amongst 
tl1e t)CJC)rer classes. The old tariff - . 
rneant a duty of $1.46 per cwt. Un-
der the new tariff it was $1.68. Soaps 
3,t t11irteen and fourteen shillings 
v1ere still lower under the old tar ... 
iff, but all would be $1.68 per cwt. 
if the section were passed. 

I fail to see where the reduction 
for the poor man came in and would 
like every fisherman and workman .. 
in. tl1e Colony to take notice that not 
cnly ~\'lt1l1ld the alteration bear heav
il~t ,on him, but it would have the 
effect of llriving out such manufac
tt1rers as S'vift, Armour, Goodwin, 
etc. I cannot understand what the 
Government meant and, as I said 
before, it is a suicidal policy. I 
read a letter in the Daily News in 
the forenoon under the caption of 
"I1n.perialism That Counts," but the 
act of the Governn1ent was ''Imper
ialisr.u With a Vengeance," and it 
111ea.nt a slap in the face to the Eng
lish manufactt1rers. The facts are 
appalling, but there they are. I am 
n.ot a shareholder in the Standard 
l\1anufactrtr!ng Company, but I am 
a customer, and have handled tl1eir 
goods for some years. I believe in 
local concerns, but not when they 
are a burden to the working classes. 

If the proposed tariff became law 

the biggest sufferers would be the 



198 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

working classes, and the Government 
would begin to realize at a later 
date that the consumers of the low
er grade of soap had been sacrificed. 
The Government were losing by it 
instead of gaining. The local man u
facturers were already being pro
tected enough with twenty-five per 
cent. and any concern with that 
protection should be able to inake 
a business pay. As I said before, I 
am a great believer in local indus
tries and am glad to say that the 

• 

manufactured article from the Stand-
ard Works is a good soap. I am 
sorry indeed that the English manu
facturers are going to be crovrded 
out. The proposed change of the 
tariff without bona fide reasons was 
an insult to the exporters of soap; it 
simply meant that a free sale could 
not be made in a free market. The 
passing of such a section the way 
it worked out would only make us a 
laughing stock amongst exp.orters. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-In answer to 
the hon. gentleman, I would s.ay at 
the outset that the Government had 
not been approached by the Stand
ard directors, nor was it at their in
stance that the alteration was being 
made. That company had no knowl
edge of it until the Budget came be
fore the House. Hon. Mr. Knowling 
is a director of the company and I 
would ask him if the matter was ever 
spoken of or discussed at any .meet
ings of the directors in his presence. 
Nor was it during his absence. I can 
not see where it is a "slap in the 
face" to British manufacturers. The 
quality of soap used by the masses 
cost usually sixteen shillings per 
cwt., and the change of tariff pro
posed would make a difference of 
ten cents per cwt. Hon. Mr. Ander
son was right that on the higher 
grades of soap there would be a big 
reduction. The masses would be 

able to use more of this quality and 
it " ras a clear instance of where the 
Government wa,s fulfilling its prom
ises of reducing taxation. The rea
son of the change being made was 
that American firms with local agents 
were shipping large quantities of 
soap here which was invoiced at 
$1.20 a box and sold at $2.50, less 
three !)er cent., after freight, com
mission, etc., were paid, giving the 
exporters a net profit of about forty
two and one-half cents per box. The 
exporters would not sell to importers 
here ~t duty paid price, and conse
quently the Customs could not help 
tl1i11king that something 'vas wrong. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING I am glad 
that my remarks of yesterday are 
endorsed by Hon. Mr. Anderson, and 
to the Leader of the Go.vernment I 
would say that w·hen I spoke the 
object in view was to show the in
consistency of the Government. 
What w.as foreshadowed from the 
the less he got paid for it. It was 
an anomalous state of affairs. For
tunately, we had good men for our 
Superintendents, but the.re was a 
temptation for them to do as little 
work as they could and thus ms.ke 
more pay. I would like to know if 
this section means the improvement 
or rebuilding of old schools. The 
section reads fp.r "new buildings," 
and I am not suffi.cien t of a lawyer 
to know whether that means putting 
in new windows, repairing, etc. 

HON. l\'.IR. BISHOP-The intention 
is that "\Vhere there are schools cap
able of being remodelled they may 
be made as good as new, but not 
otherwise. It is the intention of the 
Government before next session to 
have an entirely new Education Act. 
There are many anomalous sections 
in the present Act. It is really three 
or four Acts in one and we intend to 
have a new Act, when all the de-
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iects will be rerr1edied. In the mean
ti1ne, I think it would be qui1te pos
sible, uoon the recommendations of 
tl1e Superintendents of Education, to 
allow snme asistance to a b·oard for 
the re1nodelling of a school or 
schools. I beg to move the adoption 
of this section, with the insertion 
·of the words "or rernodelling" after 
the \.Vord "erection." 

And it was carried. 

'1..,he Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they l1ad passed the 
Bill, with some amendments; and 
upon his motion the report was re
received. 

r11l!!l.i.D READING OF EDUCATION 
BILL. 

lION. l\lR. BISHOP moved the third 
reading of the Education Bill. 

r:i1h.e Bill passed and was ordered to 
be sent to the Assem,bly, with a mes
sage acquainting that body that the 
Bill had been passed with some 
a1nendn1ents, ai1d requesting the con
currence of the Assembly therein. 

COMMITTEE OF WHOLE ON BOARD 
OF TRADE BILL. 

I-ION. MR. BISHOP moved tl1e 
flo11se into Committee of the Whole 
on t11e Board of Trade Bill. 

I-ION. MR. ANDERSON-I was 
glad to 11ear the remarks of Hon. 
rvtr. Harris yesterday on this Bill. 
I think t11at Section 6 should be 
amended. It is right enough to have 
a council of fifteen, but I do not 
think that four of those should be 
appointed by the eleven electe·d. Why 
not all be elected? 

IION. MR. BISHOP-The Bill ha8 
been given due deliberation by the 
Government. It was not worth while 
altering the section as it now read. 
It vlould effect nothing really and I 
l1tin.1r it unvvise to make any altEra-

tion until a trial has been made. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-I· think 
the promoters of the Bill deserved 
thanks, and the committee, "rith 
l\11'essrs. Gosling and Fearn, who lab
ored so hard in the matter. I have 
not referred to the Bill in its en
tirety, but only to Settion 6. It was 
no compliment to the Board of Trade 
not to have power to elect its own 
full Council Board. The whole Board 
was best qualified to elect its Coun
cil and should not have eleven elect 
four. The members were not a 
crowd of children. Let them have 
a cl1ance to elect a full Council. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I do not see 
the force of W'hat the hon. gentleman 
has said. It frequently happens at 
meetings where large numbers are 
present that names are overlooked. 
If eleven were elected they would be 
able to select those who perhaps 
would be overlooked and yet would 
be very valuable to the Council. It 
is a better way, in my opinion, and 
also in the ,opinion of the Committee, 
to have four of the Council selected 
by the eleven than to have the whole 
fifteen elected. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-I oppose 
the section on principle. A Board 
of Trade of, say, 500 members, ought 
to be qualified to elect its own Cot1n
cil. An Act of Parliament to co11-
trol the Board of Trade, so far as 
electing its Council was concerned, 
was against the dictates of comrr1on 
sense. 

The Committee rose and the Chair
man reported that they had passed 
the Bill with some amendments. 

On motion of HON. MR. MILLEY, 
the report was accepted. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be read a third time and passed, 
and that a message be sent to the 
House of Assembly acquainting that 
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body thereof; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

CO~I1IITTEE OF WHOLE ON 
REVENUE BILL. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved the 
House into Con1mittee of the Whole 
on the Revenue Bill. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON-Before the 
Bill is submtted to the Con1mittee, I 
~r.ould like to make a few o bserva
tions on it. In April last the Prem
ier issued a Manifesto, containing 
many items, one of which reduced 
taxation. In the Speech from the 
Throne it \Vas further outlined that 
there would be a revision of tariff, 
so that taxation would bear more 
equitably on the poor man. But ,?\-hat 
would the fishermen of the country 
say When they found that the 'rery 
first act of the Government was to 
increase taxation, and that on the 
poor man? I refer to the increased 
duty on soa,p. The high class soap, 
which was not used to any extent 
by the poor man, was reduced in 
duty, while the common laundry soap, 
the fisherman,s and labourer's soap, 
was increased in duty. Take soap at 
twenty-eight s·hillings a cwt. The 
Throne in the Governor's Speech was 
a reduction of taxation on the fisher
men. But by the increased taxation 
on the fishermen's soap I cannot see 
how this can be brought about. I 
agree that wl1at Hon. Iv'fr. Bishop has 
said a bout the Standard Company is 
right. What I am oppoEed to is the 
unnecessary change in the tariff on 
soap. So far as the factory is con
cerned, it would derive no benefit 
by the end of the year. The people 
who have used the imported laundry 
soap so long will still use it, though 
the price will be increased, and con
sequently the taxation will bear 
heavier on tl1e poor man than the 
rich ma.n. From a Government stand 
p-oint, the m.atter of allov1ing this one 

ite:rn i11 is not so urgent, and fuller 
consideration sho11ld be given the 
matter. vV111at I-Ion. Ivir. Bishop said 
about f,alse invoices n1ight be true, 
and if true needed attention. Why 
not put the Bill to a vote before it 
v.re11.t to Comn1ittee and test the 
feelings of the House? The matter 
had gone too far now. I met defeat 
in my motion, but it was a good 
ca use and in the interest of the 
worlring classes, and I feel satisfied. 

I-IO~.;. MR. GIBBS-I think that the 
in1roices are being manipulated to 
the detrin1e~t of ov.r dealers, and 
the Customs autl1orities are right in 
taking pr-on1pt action in the matter. 
If I-Ion. Mr. Knowling or Hon. Mr. 
.L\nderson discovered that some per
son in their employ \Vas acting dis
honestly, the first thing they would 
do would be to check it. Surely, 
then, it was reasonable for the Gov
er11n1ent, -vvrhich was looking after 
the revenue of t11e people, to prevent 
fraud vrhen they could, and I feel 
sure t11e present G·overnment will do 
so. In reply to Mr Anderson, I 
\Vot1ld say that the policy of the Gov
ernn1en t would be carried out, and 
at the earliest opportunity. The pol
icy of the Governr.aent was to pro
tect the interests of the workingm.an, 
and very soon the masses would 
realize this. 

I-ION. MR. ..~NDERSON-1 would 
aga,i11 point out that in ma.king this 
cl1ange England would suffer as well 
as the United States. The lower the 
scale the greater the percentage. It 
V\7as of benefit to the importers and 
to those v1ho consume and use the 
better quality cf soap. As for the 
items t1sed in the manufacture of 
soap by Swift and Armour, I will 
malre it my particular business to go 
into the details and find out the cost 
of each. We would be surprised to 
fi.nd out how cheaDlY they could make 
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soap, and would learn also 
these firms manufacture 1nore 
in one day than we could in 
years. 

that 
soap 
two 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I have no de
sire to prolong this discussion, and 
I have said I was not going to men
tion names, but Hon. Mr. Anderson 
had referred to Swift & Co. and said 
that no body could manufacture soap 
as cheaply as they could; but they 
sold the ingredients, as V\rell as the 
soap, and they w·ould not sell the 
ingredients or the soap as cheap in 
c ·hicago as they would in St. John's. 
The hon. gentleman would find that 
the fixed duty on the lower grade of 
soap was a very proper rate of duty. 
I have much pleasure in mo,ring ·the 
House inJ:o Committee on tl1e Bill. 

HON. MR. HARVEY-I cannot see 
how this policy is a slap to Great 
Britain. I think the reduction on the 
high priced soaps mac1e it the exact 
opposite .. 

The motion was carried. 

THE HON. THE PRESIDENT left 
the Chair. 

HON. MR. HARRIS took the Chair 
of Committee. 

After some time the House resum
ed. 

PROGRESS ON BILLS. 

The Chairman from tl1e Committee 
reported that they had passed the 
Bill without amendment and moved 
that the report be received and adopt
ed, which was done. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that 
the Bill be no"'\-v read a third time. 

Upon motion of HON. MR. BISH
OP, it w~s ordered the Bill do pass 
and a message be sent to the House 
of Assembly acquanting tJ:iem. to that 
effect. 

HON. MR. BISHOP n1oved the sec-

ond reading of the Pt1blic Service 
Bill and that it be sent to Committee 
to-morrow. 

THE HON. THE PRESIDENT read 
a message from the House of As
sembly, stating that they had passed, 
without a1nendment, the amendments 
made by the Legislative Council to 
the Board of Trade Bill. 

'l,HE HON. THE PRESIDENT read 
a message from the House of As
sembly that they had passed, with
out amendment, the amendments 
made by the Legislative Council to 
the Bill entitled "An Act to A1nend 
the Education Act." 

ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR .. 
THE HON. THE PRESIDENT read 

a message from the House of As
sembly that they had passed the 
accompanying Address to His Ex
cellency the Governor on his depart
ure from this Colony and requesting 
the Council to concur i11 it and pass 
the same as a Joint Address of both 
Houses. 

Here the Clerk read the address, as 
:fiol I1ow1s : -

''To His Excellency Sir William Mac
Gregor, Knight Grand Cross of 
the 11ost Distinguished Or.d·er 
of Saint Mi;chael and 1Sain1t 
George, Co1npanion of the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, 
Doctor of Medicine, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Island of Ne.wfoun·d
land a,nd its Dependencies. 

''We, His M.ajesty's d'utif.ul and 
loyal subjects, the members of both 
branches of the General Assembly, 
in Legislative Session convened, re
spectfull:r approach Your Exrcelle1n·CY 
with an expression of our profound 
regret at your approachi:m.g depart
t1re from this Colony, whereby 
Newfoundland will lose the valuable 
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and highly~apprectative services of 
one who, as His Majesty's repres.ent
ative, has filled that position in a 
manner to earn the esteem and 
regard of the whole peo·pl1e. 

''During You·r 1E:mellen·cy's stay in 
this 1Colony you :have endeared. 
yourself to all classes and sections 
of our ·POO:Dle. To the p·erforman·ce 
ot your official du ties you 1ha ve al
ways brought an unswerving dev·o
iion and an uns·elfis.h fid·elity. You 
have striven zealously to promote 
the interests of the Colony in other 
respects. Your reports on our trade 
and commerce will always stand as 
a monument to your industry and 
researches. Your historical and sci
entific investigations on Labrador 
have added greatly to our knowl
edge of that important portion of our 
Colony. Your visits to different 
parts of the Island, whereby you 
have come in touch with our people 
in their ordinary pursuits, your work 
in the causes of education and char
ity, and the active identification of 
yourself with all philanthropic and 
moral organizations, have made your 
name a housthold word, and greatly 
contributed to stimulate popular in
teres1t in the activities e, f these very 
,deserving institutions. 

"We feel that we can certainly 
-voice the feelings of it.he whole people 
-0f Newfoundland in thanking Your 
Excellency for the evident desire 
_you have thus shown to promote the 
welfare of this Colony, and we hope 
·that the blessings of Divine Provi
dence may attend you in the great 
Province of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, to which His Majesty ha1 
been pleased to appoint you. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Address to His Excellency the Gov
ernor be read by the Clerk, which 
was done. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Council concur~ in the Address and a 
message be sent to the House of 
Assembly to that effect, and it was 
ordered accordingly. 

NOTICE OF QUESTION. 

HON. MR. ANDERSON gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow ask the 
Hon. Leader of the Government if 
the position that llas lately been con
ferred upon Mr. Alan Goodridge, 
gazetted as Superintendent of Fish
eries, is a new position or the old 
one of Deputy under a new name. 

HON. MR. HARRIS gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow call the 
attention of the H·on. Repres·entative 
of the Government to the fact that 
application is soon to be made by 
the Liquidators of the defunct Union 
Bank to the ·supreme Court for the 
wi11ding up of the said Bank, and 
aslr him if he could inform the House 
when the Commercial Bank is to be 
wound up. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
House adjourn until to-morrow, Fri
day, at 4.30 p.m. 

The House adjourned accordingly. 

·-·--
FRIDAY, June 11th, 1909. 

The I-iouse met, pursuant to ad
journment, at 4.15 p.m., the President 
in the Chair. 

COMMITTEE OF WHOLE ON PUB· 
LIC SERVICE BILL. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved the 
House into Committee of the Whole 
on the Public Service Bill. 

THE HON. THE PRESIDENT left 

the Chair. 

HON. DR. SKELTON took the Chair 
of Committee. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING Might I 
ask the Leader of ~he Government in 
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this House vvhat particular Branch 
Railway the sum of $3,000 is being 
voted for, and how it is to be spent? 

HON. J\·'.IR. BISHOP-No particular 
branch had yet been selected, but I 
can assure Hon. Mr. Knowling that 
the n1oney will be judiciously spent 
by the Governn1ent, as it is not their 
intention to waste any. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING I think 
the sum of $3,000 will scarcely be 
enough to cover the survey of the 
branches. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I appreciate 
Mr. Knowling's solicitude for the 
Government, but can tell him that 
no error has been rr1ade in asking 
that this said a1r1ount be voted. 

I-ION. DR. SKELTON reported that 
the Bill had passed without amend
n1ent, and moved that the report be 
adopted. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be read a third time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill pass and be sent to the House 
of Assembly with a message that it 
had passed without amendment. 

It v1as ordered accordingly. 

QUESTIONS .ANSWERED. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-In reply to 
the question of I-Ion. Mr. Anderson, 
I beg to inform him that the position 
that had been gazetted was not a 
new position, and that Superintend
ent of Fisheries was the official title 
under the Act, but the real position 
is Deputy Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-In reply to 
the question of Hon. Mr. Harris, I 
beg to say that the liquidators inform 
me that a final dividend is being 
paid and directions ·of the court 
will be asked in a few days for final 

closing of the Commercial Bank in 
liquidation. 

PROROGATION .ANNOUNCED. 
THE HON. THE PRESIDENT (SIR 

E. D. SHEA) announced that His 
Excellency would prorogue the House 
011 to--morrow, June 12th, at three of 
the clock. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
the House adjourned at 5.20 p.m. un ... 
til to-1norrow at 2.30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, June 12th, 1909. 

The House met, pursuant to ad
journment. 

The Minutes of Friday, June 11th, 
were read. 

At 3 o'clock, p.m., His Excellency 
the Governor, Sir William MacGreg
or, G.C.M.G., C.B., M.D., having ar
rived at the Council Chamber and 

. being seated on the Throne, the Hon. 
the President directed the Gentleman 
Usher of the Black Rod to proceed to 
the House of Assembly and inform 
the Speaker and Members thereof 
that it is His Excellency's pleasure 
that they forthwith fJ ttend at the 
Bar of the House; and they being 
co me thereto 

His Honour the Speaker read the 
fo lowing Address to His Excellency : 

(See text of Address on pages 
201 and 202) 

'The Honourable the President then 
• 

presented the said Add1 ess to His 
Excellency. 

Ris Excellency the Governor then 
rrtade the follo 1liring reply : 

"Mr. Presi·d.ent and Honou·rable 
Gentlemen of t1le Legislative Coun
ci : 

''Mr Speaker and Gentlemen of 
the Honourable House of Assem
bly: 
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''The a·ddress that has been :read 
to me as Governor of this Colony I 
accept as anoth·er proof of your 
whole-ihearted and dutiful devotion 
to the Throne and person of His 
Maj1esty the King. You are the re
presentativ·es of a people that are 
conscious of the dignity that belongs 
to tMm as citizens of the British 
Empire the humblest man of mhicr 
recognizes that he has a du try to
wards this great .bulwark of li1berty, 
of freedom., of Justice, loyalty to the 
throne, and love of country, have 
hitherto been among the chie·f char
acteristics of Newfounclland--:{et 
these sentiments h·ave n·ever been 
more clearly reflected than in t'he 
address now priesented to the King's 
representative by this Legi·slature. 

''I shall leave this ColOB·Y in the 
firm conviction, whLch I am .prou.d to 
hold, that no daugihter of the United 
Kingdom looks towards the Mother
land ·with ,gre·ater confidence and 
affection than the eldest of her 
family. 

''I cannot but deeply feel and high 
ly appreciate the kind an·d indulgent 
expressions you have us·ed with re
gard to mysel·f ip·ersonally as the 
servant of the ·King, and for these I 
beg to thank you heartily and sin
cerely. For nearly five years I 1have 
lived and thou·g.ht as a Newfound
lan,der, and it will take some ti'me to 
learn to think ·differently, fo.r I !have 
no care, no i-nterests, outside of this 
Colony, while I have been its Gov
·ernor. 

''Thi's was my duty as a public ser
vant, for the peNorman·ce of 
which, to the best of my ability, I 
deserve no prais·e, but s·hould, had it 
been otherwise, have merite·d just 
censure. I am not unconscious of 
the fact that I should have often 
done things better; that I may at 

times have done what I should have 
left alone; and that perhaps I have 
occasionally not tri·ed to do what I 
s•hould at least :have attempted. We . 
all know ·from experience ho·w much 
easier it is to s·ee this after, rather 
than be·for·e the event. I ·can, how
ever, say in truth and sincerity, 
that I 1have not knowingly been un
just to or injured any man; and 
that I have at all time·s honestly 
endeavoured to do the .best I could 
in th·e interests of Newfoundland as 
a Dominion of the Empire of whi·ch 
we form a party. 

''Your k.ind and comforting words 
form a very pleas·ant 1conclusion to 
an interesting and eventf,ul ·chap1ter 
in the history of this ·Colony, and 
in my own life. I leave this with 
feelings of affection for the warm
hearted and generou·s people of the 
countr1y, in the pros·perous future of 
w1hich I have the greatest con1i
d·ence. Of the welfare of Ne"tfourJ.d
land, and of the many true and 
faithful frtends I leave behind, I 
shall always hear with real an:d 
since1~e pleasure.'' 

His Excellency the Governor was 
pleased to give his assent to the 
following Bills : 

''An Act for granting to Fits 
Majesty certain sums of money to-
wards defraying certain expenses 
of the Public Service for the finan
cial years ending, res·pectively, the 
30th day :of June. One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Nin·e, apd the 
30th day of June, One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Ten, and for 
other purposes connected with the 
Public Service. 

An A1ct to A'men·d the Re·venue 
Act, 1905. 
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An A1ct further to Amend the 
Education Act, 1903. 

An Act for raisiing by loan a sum 
o·f mon·e;y for tihe Pu bli1c ,Servi1ce of 
the Colony. 

An Act respecting certain Retiring 
Allowan,ces. 

An Ac+ to Incorporate the New
foundland Boar·d of Trad~ and for 
other purposes. 

His Exceilency signifiea his assent 
to these measures. 

.P ... fter which His E~cellen,cy was 
pleased to speak as f oll1ows: 

''Mr. President an·d Honourable 
Gentlemen of the Legislative Coun
cil: 

''Mr. Speaker an·d Gentleme·n of 
the Honourable House o·f Assembly: 

''In prorog·u.ing this General As
sembly and reli·eving yo·u from fur
ther attendan1ce, it ,gives ·me great 
ple1asure to o bserv·e th·e assid1uity 
and earnestn·ess with w·hielh you 
applied yourself to the despatch of 
bu.siness, an·d the spiirit of concord 
and llarmony w1hi,ch marked your 
deliberations. 

"I am sure it must be a great 
relief to you and to the country at 
large that the unexampled political 

Service. The additi-on to the 
grant for education will be greatly 
appreciated, and the providing of a 
sum in aid of the prevention of the 
spread of tuebrculosi-s will, I trhst 
prove a great benefit 

"Mr. President and Honourable 
G·entlemen of the Legislative Coun
cil. 

"Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of 
the Hon.ourable House of Assembly: 

"I heartly join in the feeling of 
hope which prevails in the commun
ity a;t the prospect of a substantial 
increase in the price of our staple 
products, and the assurance which 
this rep1 esents of a return to the 
conditions o.f widespread prosperity 
·\vhich this Colony has so long en
joyed. 

"In these, my last w.ords to the 
Legistature of the Colony, I desire 
to testify the great pleasure ithat it 
has been to me during the past 
five years to assist in promoting 
the best in.terests of the people of 
Newfoundland. I sh.all ever retain 
the most agreeable recollections of 
thi's Colony and its people, and fol
low its onward march towards an 
ever-brighte·ning future. 

In bidding you farewell, I trust 
conditions which have prevailed here that Providence may ev.er guide you 

for so many months are now at an 
end, and that with the closing of 
this session all classes of the com
munity may confidentaly look for
w1ard to a res·toration of conditions 

1 of political tranquility. 

"Mr. Speaker and Gente.lmen of 
the Honourable House of Assembly: 

"I thank you for the Supplies 
that you have voted for the Public 

' 

to wise decisions and endow your 
country with all-lasting good." 

The Hon. the President then said : 

" It is His Excellency the Govern
o:c's "rill and pleasure that this Gen
eral Assembly be prorogued until 
Thur,sday, the nineteenth day of 
August next, then and here to be 
holden, and the General Assembly 
stands prorogued accordingly." 
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