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PROCEEDINGS 
. OF THE 

HOUSE Of ASSEMBLY Of NEWFOUNDLAND 
• 

SESSION 1912 

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 14th, 1912 . 
OPENING OF THE SESSION. 

His Excelle·n,cy h.a v1ing fixed the 
hou1r at whi,ch he P1ropose·d to ope,n 
t he present Session of the Legisla
ture at three of the clock in the af
t ernoon 10rf th'i.s Wednesday, the f OUf· 

teenth day of Feb1ruary, instant, the 
Members, of the Ho·use of Assemb1y 
met in the· Assembly Room at a quar
ter to three of the clock in the af
ternoon when M,r. Speaker took the 
cbair. 

At th:ree o.f the clock ·a message 
from H-is Excellency the Governor 
was delivered by the Gentleman Ush
e1r of the Blac·k Rod, 1Comman·ding the 
immediate attendance of Mr. Speaker 
and the House -in the Council Cham
ber. Accordingly,Mr. Sp·eaker and the 
Hous.e attende·d His Exc~ellency the 
Governor ·in the Co1uncil Chambe,r, and 
having returne.d to the Assemb1y 

R.oom, Mr. Thom.a.s LeFeuvre,, the du-
. ly elected rep!resentative of the Dlsr
trict of Burin, havin:g duly taken and 
subscribe·d to the prescribed oath ad.
ministered by the Hon. President of 
the L.egislative c ,ouncil under commis .. 
sion from Hi:s. Excelleny the Gove,r
nor, was formally introduced to Mr. 
Speake,r and the House by Rt. Hon .. 
the Prime Ministe,r and the Hon. C·o,.. 
lonial Secretary an·d took his seat. 

Mr. Speaker informe,d the House 

that when in attend.an,ce on His Ex
cellency the Governor in the C1ounr 
cil Chambe:r, H-is Excellen,cy had been 
pleased to make a gracious speech to 
b·oth branches: of the· Legi.slature1, a 
copy orf whic1h for p,urposes of great
er ac:curacy he had obtained, and 
which he then ,read to the H.o.use. 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE. 

Mr. President and Honourable Gentl,e
men of the Legislative Council. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen . of the 
Honourable House of Assembly. 

It affords me much pleasure to meet 
the assembled Legislature once more 
and to invite its co-operation in the 
conduct of public affairs. 

Since the close of the last session, 
the British Empire, of which New
foundland is proud 1to be the oldest 
dependency, has witnessed a series 
of events of unique interest and im
portance. The solemnity of the Cor
onation of the Sovereign and his 
Consort ·at Westminster was supple
mented by the personal presence of 
Their Majesties at the Durbar at 
Delhi, where they were proclaimed 
Emperor and Empress of India, while 
the year also '\\ritnessed the appoint
ment of a Royal Prince to the Gover
nor-Generalship of Canada, an appro
priate recognition of the advance of 
Imperial nationhood; and tho11gh the 
functions of rthe Imperial Conference, 
'\\rhich preceded the Coronation, were 

, 
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not otherwise enlarged, it saw its re
presentatives treated as full partners 
jn the consideration of Imperial nation
hood, and though the functions of the 
Imperial Conference which precede•.! 
the Coronation were not otherwise en
larged, it saw its representatives treat
ed as full partners in ithe considera:ion 
of Imperial defence schemes, a depart
ure warranted by the colonial kins·· 
men having proved so fully their read
iness to co-operarte in all measures 
designed to maintain the security and 
prestige of the Empire. 

In the Festival of Empire which 
.was held in London recently, this Col
ony, as you are a ware, participated, 
and, ·as I enjoyed the opportunity 
while in England of visiting the Ex
hibition, I was much gratified with 
the splendid display made by New
foundland, and have reason to be
lieve, from various sources of inform
ation, that the results cannot but 
be productive of great good in many 
ways. From the collection shown in 
the Colony's Court, a permanent ex
hibit w~s made up and installed in 
the Imperial Inst~tute, where New
foundland has been granted a largely 
increased space for a display, to serve 
as a demonstration of her varied na.
t11ral resources and manufactured 
products. It must be a source of pride 
to Newfoundland rthat it has pub
lic spirited citizens so willing to 
devote their time and means towards 
assisting in carrying out so laudable 
a project, and they deserve our best 
thanks for their unselfish and long 
continued efforts. 

1t is gratifying to be able to state 
that the prosperity of this Colony dur
ing the past year has probably been 
greater than art any previous period 
in her history. The fishing operations 
of our people, as regards the catch, 
were on the whole fairly successful, 
and the prices obtained for dried cod 
amongst the highest ever realized, a 
result due to short catches by our 

compertitors in the foreign markets> 
and to the purchase by American deal
ers of considerable quantities of green 
fish to supply their domestic de
mands. With the exercise of greater 
care in the cure and the employment 
of new methods in the preparing of 
fish for market, rthere seems no ,reas
on why the Colony should· not main
tain indefinitely its present fortu
nate position with regard to its staple 
industry. 

The increased catch of lobsrters in 
the past three seasons, and their larg
er size, prove the efficacy of the reg
ulations enforced for the conservation 
of this industry, and my Ministers are 

I 

encouraged. thereby to believe that, 
through other measures which will be 
submitted for your consideration in 
due course, it may prove possible to 
still further enhance the value and 
extent of thi~ indusrtr)·. 

During the past 3r .~ar the worlt so 
energetically entered ·upon the p-.!'."e 
vious season for the .:;ncouragen1ent 
of Agriculture was pursued on a still 
more extensive scale. The operatio11s 
of the various societies establis11ed 
under the terms of the Act show ea 
unabated vigour, and in the autum_11 
exhibirtions were held in the Districts. 
of Burin, St. George's and Harbour 
Grace which proved highly success
ful. The evidence which these afford
ed, to even the people of the locali-· 
ties in which rthey were held, of the 
variety and extent of the agricultl1ral 
operations possible in Newfoundland; 
coupled with the highly remunerative 
prices now obtainable for farm pro
ducts, should induce a largely increas
ed cultivation of the soil. · 

In November lasit it was my privi
lege to personally open the branch 
railroad to Bona vista, the fir sh: of the 
series authorized by you in the ses
sion of 1910. The road penetrates a 
section of the country which promises 
to afford substantial traffic, and I 
was extremely pleased to notice the 

• 
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eviderLces of thrift and industry vis-
ilJle in all the settlements touched by 
this artery of rtrade and commerce. 
The construction of the branches to 
Trepassey and Heart's Content has 
been co1nmenced, and it is hoped that 
these will be completed by the lartter 
part of the present year. 

As a complement to the extension 
of the railroad system of the Colony, 
by the construcrtion of the branches 
already authorized by the Legislature 
provision will be in1rited for · steam 
communication on the north east coast 
and such improvements in the exist
ing steam services as rthe develop
ments of trade in the various parts 
of the Island call for. 

In conjunction with railway exten
sion it is essential that the improve
ment of our main roads should be un
del'ltal{en upon lines which will better 
ensure rtheir permanence, and also 
their extension through sections of 
the Island still lacking these facilities, 
as · they should prove valuable factors 
in promoting trade and intercourse, 

• 
agricult11ral developmen1t, and the util-
ization of natural resources. My Gov
ernment propose to take this matter 
into their consideration at an earl)T 
date, and to formulate a definite pro
gramme of such improve1nents and ex
tensions. 

The policies of telegraph extension 
including additional wireless sta
tions; of adding to the number of 
lighthouses, fog-alarms, and other 
aids to na vigartion; and of improving 
the roads and marine works of the 
Colony, so actively enterprised by my 
Government, will be continued during 
the present ·year, and the necessary 
legislation to that end will be sub1-
mirtted to you. 

To extend the advantages of tele
graphic communication to as many 
as possible of the outport communi
ties, by utilizing telephones as aux
iliaries to the telegra ph system, has 
for some time occupied the attention 

of my Ministers, and experts repre
senting the most :niodern telephone 
ystems have visiited the Colony and 

studied this pro.blem at length, as 
well as the imprqveme·nt in conjunc
tion therewith, of telephonic facili
ties for St. John's. A measure to 
deal wi1th this subject is jn prepara
tion. 

The question of combatting that 
wl).ich is known as the Great White 
Plague or Consumption, has been en
gaging the serious atte11tion of my 

Minis1ters. The tendency to-day of er1-
lightened administrations and progros·· 
sive legislation is to grapple witl1 the 
problem in a comprehensive m;111ner. 
One of the first acts of my Ministr:)rs 
on assuming office three · years a .!_SO 

was to recommend to my predeees
sor rthe appointment of a Commis
sion to enquire into this whole q·ueB

tion, the work of which Comm is Rion 
during the intervening perio~j 11as 
shown the need for the creation of 
permanent agencies to cope with this 

' 
disease. I am glad ithat, through the 
munificent generosity of three of our , , 
citiz.ens, and of the corporation of 
which they are the head, the Govern
ment is assured of a substantial fac-
tor towards rthe accomplishment of 
this aim, a large central sanitarium 
in St. John's and smaller buildings 
for the same purpose in the other elect-
oral districts, so that the financial 
provision you will be called upon to 
make need therefore only be for 
administration and maintenance. I 
feel sure the people of the Colony will 
hail with pleasure and thankfulness 
the announcement that this matter 
is now to be taken in hand with the 
completeness which its gravity com
pels and that private generosity has 
been enlisted in so laudable an under
taking. I am equally pleased rto ob
serve that through the beneficence 
of another corporation in our midst, 
the cirty of St. John's is being provid-

ed with auxiliaries that mus1t be bene-
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ficial to the health of its citizens. 
The Old Age Pension measure, ap

_pr.oved by you last session, has re
sulted so satisfactorily that, in ac
cordance with the intention foreshad
owed then, it is proposed to ask you 
this session to increase the vote by 
another twenty thousand dollars, 
vrhich will enable provision to be 
made for four hundred additional 
_pensions, the amoun:t voted last year 
providing for a similar ·number. More
-over, my Governme~t, feeling itself 
.bound to recognize the claims of those 
.on the list of permanent poor to in
creased aid towards their mainten
ance, have decided to add to the -ap
propriation for this purpose- so that 
the annual payment to those deserv
ing persons may be substan.tially in
creased. 

In furtherance of the policy of my 
Ministers as to increasing the appro·
priations for educational purposes as 
speedily and as liberally as the Col
ony's finances warrant, and of other
wise promoting educational effort, pro
posals will be submitted to you for 

· providing pensions for the teachers 
of our public schools. This measure, 

1 while nort involving any additional bur
d. en upon the Colony for some years, 
'\vill give those in the teaching pro
fession a guarantee of much value in 
encouraging them to remain therein 
and will likewise, it is believed, as
sist greatly in uplifting the general 

I I I 
status of education in the Colony. The 
generous appropriation made for new 
school buildings, and for remodelling' 
existing ones on modern hygienic prin
ciples, has been applied to these pur
poses, and the beneficial effect of this 
policy should make themselves felt in 
the improvement of the health of rthe 
pupils attending these schools, and in 
better results accruing from their 
studies. 

• 

' 
During the past summer thanks to 

the good offices of His Majesty's Min
isters and the London County Coun-

cil, my Government were able to avail 
themselves of ithe services of a distin
guished English specialist in the treat
ment of the insane, to report upon rthe 
present Lunatic Asylum, and recom
mend such improvements as seemed to 
him necessary. His report will be laid 
before you. In conformity with his 
conclusions you will be asked to ap
prove of the conversion of the present 
building into a Poor Asylum, and the 
construction of a modern hospital for 
the insane. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
Honourable House of Assembly: 

I am pleased to be able to inform 
you that the revenue for the fiscal 
year ending on the 30th June last was 
nort alone largely in excess of the esti
mate, but also realized a very hand
some surplus over the expenditure for 
the same period. The Estimates for 
the coming fiscal year will be laid be
fore you, and have been framed with 
due regard to economy in the adminis
tration of public affairs without, how
ever, impairing the efficiency of rt:he 

• • various services. 

Mr. President and Honourable Mem
bers of the Legislative Council: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
Honou~rable House of Assembly: 

The decennial Census has been tak
en during the past fevv months, and 
I trust that before the session closes 
it may be possible rto lay before you 
an interim report, setting forth the 
salient facts regarding the growth of 
popul~ tion. 

Negotiations are still proceeding 
between my Ministers and companies 
operating steamships on the North At
lantic, with a view of securing an im
proved ocean steam service, and it is 
hoped that they will have reached a 
stage ere long which will allow of your 
dealing with them. 

Ait the Imperial Conference in Lon
don last summer, it was resolved that 
His Majesty should be approached 
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with a view to the appointment of a 
Royal Commission represent_ing the 
United Kingdom and the self-goven+
ing Dominions, to in vestigaite and re'"" 

' . 
port upon the n~tural resources and 
the improvement of the trade of the 
E1npire, and in accordance with the 
terms of this Resolution my Ministers 
have been invited to nominate a re
presentative for Newfoundland there
on, and have done so accordingly. 

During my stay in England I had 
the honour of being commanded to 
visit Their Majesties in their High
land home at Balmoral. Our King 
and Queen both displayed a keen in~ 

terest in the progress and advance
ment of Newfoundland and its peo
ple, and, before my depariture, His 
Majesty charged me with a message 
to all who dwell in this ancient Col
ony, wishing them health and hap
piness and the fullest measure of 
success. I was specially pleased to 
be in a position ito assure Their Ma
jesties, not alone of · the unswerving 
loyalty and devotion of the people, 'but 
that Newfoundland was enjoying a 
degree of prosperity unequalled in her 
history, and with every prospect of its 
long continuance. • 

Irt is with infinite pleasure that I 
take this great public opportunity of 
conveying to you the King's graciOllS 
and sympathetic message 

In conclusion, I trust that Almigl1ty 
God may long be please<i to 1)rosper 
this Colony and rthat He mi:1y g·11itle ')70lt 

aright in the work upon wl1!ch you are 
now about to enter. 

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE. 

THE HON. THE PREMIER:-B.e-· 

fore p1ro·ceed1ng to the regular and f 0 1r
mal work of the session, I feel I ex
press the ·desire of Hon. members 
when I invite them to place on re· 
cord a ,resolution expressive of th·eir 
sympathy in ~he loss which the c·oun
try and the Legislature has sustain-

ed in the re1ce·nt death of Sir James 
Winter, Mr.. A. J. W. McNeily, and 
Hon. D. J. ·G,r.eene, three citizens who, 
for many years, occupied se:a~s in this 
Le·gi.slature, and ·at ·differenlt periods 
held many of the high offices of state 
which this Legislature· . h.as the pow
er to confer on its membe.rs, or from 
adminis.tr.rutions which this Legisla
ture controls. 

w .e ar·e too near the life ... work . of 
ou.r frie·nds to form a corr1e!ct peI"S
pective o·f their careers, 0 1r place a 
just estimate ·on the value the 
services wh.ich they re·ndere.d the 
State, and the part the:y played fair 
the past fo1rlty years in the more do-
mestic r·oles of citizenship. 

S'ir James Winter and Mr. McNeily 
were r1eturned to this House first, I 
think, in 1873, Mr. ·Gr·eene following 
in 1878, and fro·m these dates un ~il 
the tim.e o.f their decease they o·ccu
pied a consp'icuous place in the pub
lic life of the Colony, each man se~m
ing to fill a p·articular role,- playing 
a p·articul3.ir part. 

Fo1r over seventeen years it was 
my privilege to1 b 1e a m.ember of th.e 
Legislature wiith Sir James Winte,r. 
and for nearly thirty ye·ars I was 
C·onnected with him p.ro.fessiona.Ily, 
and in that way I had many op.portu
nities o.f studying the va.ried qualifi
cations which he posses·sed, and which 
fitted him in so marked a degre.e for 
the legislative,p·rofessional and judtcal 
duties he was cal'led upon rt·o perform. 

His life, for th·os.e wh:o· were near 
him, and closely associated and iden
tified with his wo1rk, was an interest
ing study. The keynote of his charac
ter w1.s Thoroughness. All his ener
gies we.re· seriously and conscientio·us
ly devoted to whatever duties happ·en
e1d to be assigned to· him for the ti'.me 
being. He nev·e·r had an idle mo
ment, and large and sm.all matters 
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. ' 
were a.ttended to wi1th a detail which 
at once compelle·d admiration. 

• 
In his public caree,r he came near-

. ' 
er one's idea of the statesman th.an 
tl1e politician. H a,ving fixed views in 
relation to large public questions, he 
was ever ready to stand or fall by his 
c·on victions. In that way b.e was 
more of th€ statesman than the poli
tician, who ·tr'ims his sail to the 

. ' changing bre.eze. Quiet, unostenta-
tious and unassuming,, he probably 
did as mu.ch real wo·rk for the state 

~ ' as any man who ever satt in this Leg-
islature and the Journals and public 
Statutes eloquen tly p,r·oc1aim the work 
he has done, and s·tand as monuments 
to his industry and abi.I~ty. 

He was an able, convinc~ing debat·· 
er, possessed of g reat Parliamentary 
courage. I have been in this House 
on more th '1 n one oc·casion when. po: 
ljtical crise·s arose, well ca'lculate·d to 
illustraJte the characters of the parti-
c·ip3:nts , and on tho·se b~c:as:ion1s I 
have never known Si·r Ja.mes Winter 
to lack that p'lacid courage which 
alone is capable of giving a politi
cal defea t tl1e semblance of victory. 

As a la wyeir h·e pos.sessed a fine, ju
dic·al mind, and his name will b·e for 
·eve·r identified with those important 
legal decis·ions involving intern::lrtion
al as well as ·domestlc disputes whteb 
have come befo·re the courts 
the past forty years. 

during 

• Mr. M·cNeily, for near:iy a quarter 
of a century, w a.s a member of this 
Legislaiture, a.nd for a p·ortion of that 

' , 

time occupied the Speaker's Chair. 
Those who were in the House with 
him when he held that high judical 
ofiic·e will bear me 0 1ut when I state 
th ·=tt he more than upheld the tradi
tions for fairness between the par-

• 
ties in the House thait characte·rized 
the decisions of those who had gone 
b·efore him. • 

As Speaker, he brought to t11e con· 
side,ration of the impo,rtan1t questions 
tha ~ from time to time came befor:~ · 
him, an impartial and judical mind, 
wi1th a wealth o.f pr.e·cedent, which . 
was at once satisfying and co1nv,inc
ing, sustaining the best tradi
t ions of the speake·r's chair from our · 
fi,rst speaker, John Bin.gley Garland 
to his immedi~ute pre·dec·essor in o.f
fice, my Right H 1on. friend who n·o·w so 
ably 1eads bis Majes ty's Opposition. 
He was an eloquent and flu 0 nt speak
er,poetica1 an·d classic i1,and a,mongst 
h_is literary remains.,whiich I trust may 
some day be collected and compi!ed, "l 

plac·e should be g·iven to '"5ele'"~.:ions 

from his reported sp·e·e·ches. 

Mr. Greene,at the time of his death,, 
w :i.s a member of the Upper Cha al)e·r, 
but fo·r a great many years had. re
p,resented Fe .... ·ryland in this b1';"l,n 0 11 
of the Le·gislature. An earne·:;t ::And 
painst ·1.king member, he proved for 
many years a faithful and efficier1t 
rep1resen ta ti ve. 

He was a g,r·e~ait favorite ill the 
H 1ouse, a.nd, as the records show, was 
ready on every occasion to c·ont;;ibute 
wo1rds o·~ warning or encourageme11t 
ir1 relation to the various mea ~ l1res 
thait came before th.e House. l!J ··e : cjs
ing his best judgment in the ~riti~ism 
of public affa'irs., he at the sa 11 t:l time 
raJr·ely failed to impart into t!:le de
bate a wealth of humor, whicl1 often 
relieved the discussion of cl11lln r~·ss 

and mono.tony. 

All three men, for ne·a,r'ly a h 'l,J.f cen..; 
tury, were p.y1ominent in our ''ittle 
world, and their ,removal within a 
few days of each other brin gs l:ome 
to tlS , in a. very d1ramatic mann;:."'. , he 
unc·erto. .inty of ou,r tenure of Life \Ve 
can ill a.ffo r d to 'Jose m en of tJ1?::; ~lass 

tr~Jned as t h.Py wer e in the publ:c ser
vice orf the Colony. 

As Newfoundland g·r·OWs and i!eve1-
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ops,, as the administratior1 of P~lb1ic 

aff a.irs becomes moire imperial at 1 ome 
and abroad, as th~ W'Ork of public r11t~n 
co:tne to be something :µio r e than il1e 
ID;e·re collection of t~e p·ublic te-1el}-ue, 
3:.~d th~ p~y:i~g of sala.:ries to t:µe p1ub
. ~ic oJficials, the yery best \11 ~1te1rial 
will be requir,ed in our public life if 

' • .. • R • ' 

Newfoundland i~ to b_~ld her ,?lq,ce tn 
the match of Empire in which, clS an . " -· 

O_vers~a D·ominion. she h9lds to--rlay 
so P1rom.inen t ~nd proud a p,la,ce. 

' . ~ ~ 

Wha,t we require are men who 
stand. n9t for pa1rty but for the s ,tate· ' . , ,_ 

wh? aillf 1to ~erve thei1r coun~ry ,' 'not 
for the p,rospect o!f making a fo_rtune,, 
bu,t for the 1re·warci of readiD:g in' t 'he 

nation's eye.8 the h.app:iness -and l:,o~-
ten tfil,ent of the people. · 

1 

Ou.r priva.te interests and Gtrr pr i-
, ' • f 1. • 

yate affairs are like, a well \liaciI\line-i 

a~my,e~ch qeparit.ment daily ~11d ~61,lr

ly ~ u.pt'll' 'ised and ::t.1ttended to, < • · tiz
en vieing with citizen to emulate 

'! ~ .,. r ~ -.. , 

e·9-Ch ot1 1c~:· in th.e 'York in 'Vl~i ~:1 · <:~ur J1 
iD ~nga-6£d, ac~uate_d by o,nly· u1r13, nl:>

tive---Jto do what is 1righ1t a,nd ' to od

va.nce l1is own interests-. Hi2 J1,)n1e. 
Gf ' l ic.t he is ~he he"iid., the pa,ttern 
o f the 1 ef-. i: regulated staite, (,\.,..!, ~- <le 

· pa,rtment of which is car-efu·11y ,i11<l ju

dic:iously supervised and gove1· r:_t:) d by 
him. 

But is t his true o-f our public af-
• 

fairs? Is riot the op·p.o·site more near 
' ' , 

the truth? Do not the majori·ty of us too 
' 

often fo,~~get tha ~ we ~t.re mer ?!v t11e . . 

tempora1r y trustees of the pub1 Ic per-
formin_g for them that busineSR Vll1ich 

, 
it is nei ther practical no,r ~ ~1nvcnier1t 

' .. 
for them to car,ry on themselve<:; ·? 1\. "'lj 

' . . . . 

is it not true also that in lhe Pleciti11n - . ' 

of Parliament s and administrations, 
' we do not give the same consitler!:t 

rtion and thought and judgmeiit tl1at 
we pay to 011r private aff q-i1rs? 

Too often, in the busy life, we lead, 
• 

we a,re apt to pas,s hasty judgment on 

the p·ublic acts of others. Too oft8n 
we ascribe to those oc.cupying posi
tions of public trust motives whi.ch 
would be m.ore 'likely to inf.luence our
selves if we weire in their place. When 
our friends h a,ve pas'sed beyond our 
reach; when. lying cold in death, we 
assuage our g:r~ef by laying costly 
wreaths and f1lowers upon thei1r bier, 
bestowing upon them all private and 
public manifesta,tions of our res·p·ect 
and so,_;:"row; but when we have them 
wi1th us we deny them ordinary jus
tice, we refuse to give them a flower 
of cpnsideration, of love or justice, 
b:~ ~ plot and pl~·JJ: agai1i!st them and 

· ?flib~i;:.-: ,tely ~i1:11 at misunde;r~rt:andi.~g 
an~ misint~·rp,reting their every act. 

Let us lea.rn to give them the flow
ers when they are wi1th us, when they 
can scent their perfume,, and when 
they will re·pre.sent t,o us so·rnethin,g 
1no,re tha,n mer·e vain regrets. There 
is nothing be.fore any of u 8 but six 
fee1t of mo ther earth. and tl1e rr1emory 
of the friends we mourn to..!day must 
bring this convinc.ingly home to eve-ry 
one of us. 

"The boast of He,raldry, the pomp of 

Power, 
And all tl1at Be,auty~ alJ t l1a1t Wealth 

e'er gave, 
Await a.like the inevita.ble· nour, 

The paths of Glory lea-d but to the 
Grave." 

This is n 0 1t ~he time no·r the plac·e 
for a panegyric on "the life wo,rk of 
our friends , bu1t when time has mel
lowed our judgments,,the· future· Pedley 

, 

or P 1rowse will pause to give a pa,ge 
of tribute to ~heir worth, a tribute to 
their courage, to the power of the 
pu·rposes for w1hich they stood, and to 
the sin~eri ty of the'ir convictions. 

I beg to move th8 fo llo-v'v i ·?11:~; J:' 2-:i-1 t1-

tion: -

RESOLVE D-That th is H 0 u-::e 
of Assembly desires to r eccrd an 
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expression of its heartfelt sorrow 
at the decease of Sir James Win
ter, Alexander J. W. McNeily, 
K.C., and the Hon. Daniel J. 
Greene K.C., for many years mem
bers of this Branch or the· Legis
lature. 

Their high attainments and 
thorouhness in the work under
taken, rendered them a valuable 
a cquisition to the Legislature. 
vVhilst mourning rtheir loss, the 
members of this House desire to 
oonvey to their relatives de·ep sym
~1athy in their bereavement. 

MR. KENT-I rise fo,r the purpose 
of seconding the r·esol ution: proposed 
by the Prime Ministe1:r, and do so to 
express the entire and full sympathy 
of the Oppo·si~ion in ·the resolution. 
It is a matteir of very great tr·egret :LO 

me, and I am sure to the whole House 
that circumstances ove1r whic.ih he has. 
had no control have p1r·evented the 
Rt. Hon the Leader of the Opposition 
from being he.re to second the resol u
tion.. For he could l1a ve spoken from 
personal connectio·n and relation with 
the deceased as m.embers o.f this House 
Unfortunately, they had passPd out, 
their life wo,rk as. members oif this 
House had been co1mpleted by the 
time I ha·d first the honou,r of 
a se·at here. We all recog-
nize that in expre.ssing ou·r· sympathy 
in the ·death of three such promin
ent men, we a,re ·doing s.omerthing un· 
ique in our history. I do not think 
ther·e was e.ver a time in ou1r' history 
when thre·e such prominent men pas
sed .away in such a sho,rt space of 
tim·e, so rthat the Legislature was cal
led upon to express its sym.pathy for 
all on the one oc·casio.n. Sir James 
Winte.r, Mr. McNeilly and Hon. D. J. 
Greene filled a large ·space in the P·Ub· 
lie .life of the Colony. Si1r James Win
ter led in every de·partment of public 

life with which he was connected. In 
thi,s House he .rose· to the highest 
off1i~e i.n its· gift-the honourab1e 
and responsible position of Prime 
l\1inister. In his p.rofession, he was 
a leader at the Bar, attained to· the 
Supreme Benc·h and was Pres1ident of 
tl1e Law Society fo,r years.. In every 
walk of life 'his tho,roughness brought 
hi.m to that pos·ition whic·h he 
deserved and whi·ch the people amo·ng 
whom he lived believed and knew he 
earned. 

Mr. McN eily was one o.f the bright· 
est 0 1rnaments mentally of the gener
ation now passing away. His literary 
work will be .remembe1r.ed and recog
nize-d as cla.ss1ical in generations to 
come. We all know the peculiar mer
it of h'is lite.rary productio1ns and 
where any matte1r - of high. literary at
tainment was required h,e was select
ed to perform the ·duty. It is unne
cessary to go into the· particular me1r
its of these p1roductions, they are 
known to ·every member o!f this House. 

The Hon. D. J. Greene wa.s a]s,o a 
man of high attainments, and was, 
perhaps. the· most genial ma,n that ev
e1r he1d a seat in this House. This 
peculiar genius had more or less the 
effect of coverin.g the b1righter and 
deeper genius whic.h he displaye.d in 
his profess;ional career. H'e was a man 
with a keen insight of law and know
ledge of the public life of the c,o~on.y 

ann was possessed o:f an unerring 
judgment. I do not wish to, further de
lay the House at the pr,esent time as 
there are many othe:r matters to be 
cliscussed thiis afternoon. I merely 
\lrish to j.oin in this· e x p 1r e1 s s i on 
of sympathy to1 the fam· 
ilies o.f the deceased. They will ~~ ~lld 

a large p]Rce in the history :1f the 
Co1lony. ~re may i1ot be able to form 
a proper perspective of their careers 

• 

• 

f 
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but we a,re the best generation to ap 
p1raise the per·sop.ali ty of each, and ,I 
think the entire opinion of this House 
is that all tl1ree were esteen1ed jn life 
and are regretted in' ·death. 

The r·e1solution was unanimously 
aidoote·d. 

MOTION FOR ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

MR. P. F. MOORE.-Mr. Speaker, I 
beg ~o move 1tha.t a,n address be p,re.
sented to His Excellency the· Gove·rnor 
in reply to the Speech fro·m the 
Throne and in rising to pe,rform this 
important duity I would say, a~ the 
outs.et, that I am deep'ly sensible of 
the high honor ·conferred on me in 
my selec1tion fo·r this important ta,sl\:. 
I am also well aware of the difficul· 
ties which beset my path and I there
fore ask that ithe House would view 
my short comin.gs with the leniency 
which iit has shown in the pa.st to 
honorable members., under simila.r 
cir ·c.umstances. 

As His Excellency points ou1t in the 
opening pg,ragraph of his Speech, the 
past year 11as been unique in the an
nals of ,~he British Empire. Newfound
land is not alone the oldest but the 
mosrt loyal of the Colonies, and it did 
its part nobly in 'the C·oronaLion festi
vities. The celebrotion.s both in St. 
Jol1n's and in the outpo:its were of 
tha~ wl101e-11earted and universal c1har
acter~ always associated with New~ 

foundl ~.nd's part in e·verything that 
pertains to make clear its loyal '- y to 

, the sove:'ei gn and to· the Br~tish Em
pire. We ,rejoiced in the Coronation, 
and we laid the Corner Sto11es of a 
l\1emorial to King Edward at the Gen
eral Hospital, and of a Seaman's In
stitute on vVate1r Street, named afte1r 
I<ing George; we car:rie·d out a pr~
gramme which covered th.rep days, 
an·d .in which every form o;f popular 

reJoicing was included. We follo·wed 
with interest the ro1yal jou,rney 
through India and glorie·d in its. suc
cess and i.f, .as seems. possible now~ 
the Duke of Connaught should visit 
the Colony while he remains in Can
ada, he m.ay co·unt upon a reception 
which wi'.11 te81tify to him that New
foundJ.and's claim to the first place in 
loyalty and devo~i.on is not maide 
without the strongest foundation. 

To tl1e s.uccess of the Festival of 
Empire. in Londo·n last yeair His Ex
cellency the Go·vernor gives his per· 
sonaJ testimony so far .as Newfound-
land is concerne·d, and 1thJs House · 
wil,L, I am sure, fully ag.ree with him. 
that the outlay ma,de by us on ac
count of that exhibition w.as amply 
justified because flt b·rought home to 
the British people, as never b·efiore,. · 
the varied re·sources .and possibilities. 
of Newfoundland. It is a matte1r if or 
p•r'ide, too, tha1t we have in the C·olo
ny rr1en o:f public spirit who contribute 
their time and money in order to en-
sure the success of the affair. 

Regardless o.f paJrty, we can all re
joice in the prospe·rity that ha,s at
tended the Colony of late years. From 
a material point of view, the Speech 
furnishe·d many subs1tantia.I gro·unds 
or cong.ratulation upon the excellent 

p·o·sition whic·h our Col1ntry O·ccup[es 
a,t the present time. It is very pleas-, 
ant to note the vast strides in the 
deve'1o.pment of ou,r· var'ious resou1r·c·es .. 
It is satisfacLory to kno·w that every 
branch o.f ind us try in this Colony is
to-day flourishing as never belfo·re~ 

O~r fisheries have now reached a 
stage beyond all p,re.cedent, the· prices 
o·btained for our codfish have never 
been e·q ualled b·e.fore. TbJis fact is 
due to the enlarged ma,rkets which 
the C·olony is securin.g abroad, and to 
the lar.ge. pur·chases of green fisb by-

' 
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Americans and Canadians, whe·reby 
the foirtunate position the Colony has 
gained in its markets f o·r dry fish is 
maintained even better than previ
ously. As I a.m not as fully conversant 
on fishery matters as the gentlem,a,n 
who is as.sociated with me in this mo
tion to-day, I will leave it to him :o 

deal mo,re fully with this matter and 
with the proposed legislation re
spec~ing the lobster fishery and con
tent myself with exp·ressing tl1e hope 
that the fishermen of Newfoundland 
may long c·ontinue to secure as good 
prices as they have the past ye~r. 

We can all conc·ur in the expecta
t·ions of His Excellency regarding the 
development of ·a,griculture which has 
shown s11ch wonde,rful strides under 
the stimulating influence of the Gov
ernment's agricultu:r·al policy. The 
exhi1bitions that have been held have 
been, as he says, a complete proof of 
the possibilities of the Country in 
this respec ~,, and as the Branch Ra,il
roads are constr·ucted the develop
ment of agr·ic·11lture must follow even 
more larg·ely. 

The opening of the Bona vista 
Bra,nch Rai'lroad }.a.st fall was an oc
casion long to be rem em be.re·d and 
the providing of rail way extension 
for that important district, was .a m.ea 
sure a,mply justified by t~e success
ful place the d·istrict occupies in ou.r 
indus.L1rial avocations, and one which 
its enterprising people ha·d certainly 

deserved. I look forward, M,r. Speak~ 
er, with confidence to the dj·strict of 
Ferry1and, of which I have the honor 
to be one o.f the .representatives, wtt
nessing the opening of its br13,nch 
rail!road during the fall of the pres,.. 
ent yea,r and also that to Heart'e 
Con~ent. 

I am glad to note that the Govern. 
ment intends to inaugur '.1.te a policy 

of road extension and improvement. 
An·yone who repiresen ts an outport 
district n1ust realise that ther·e is no 
matte,r of greater concern to the 
p_eople of '~hese districts than that of 

good roads. Fo·r the past two o·r three 
ye.i.rs the Governmen ~ has been able, 
through its ove,rf1lowing ·r·evenues, to 
make speclal provision for roads, but 
a gener·aI measure inaugurating mod
e,rn 1nethods of road building will be 
productive of the very greatest good 

'. o the people of all pairts o.f the Col· 
ony. In the s ·1.me way, I am g"ad to 
see that the Government will con .. 

tinue its policy of extending the tele
graph lines, providing more wir eless 
s · ations and adding to the number 
of Lighthouses and mar'ine wo·rks. It 
is gratifying to know that since this 
Government took office more than 
400 miles of tele.g,raph line have been 
bufl ~' th.-; ,t 23 lighthouses and fog 
alarms have been erected, more than 
ever accomplished before, w bile the 
sums expended on Marine Works have 
also been large,r than ever in our his· 
tory. It will also be a s atisfaction to 
know that the Government is to un
de-rtake the iinstaflation of a general 
system of telephones for the Colo1:ny. 
In many of the smaller outpor ~ s whe,re 
the trade would not warr·ant the es
tablishment o.f telegraph offices an·d 
the pir·ovid;ing of skilled operaL o~rs, 

the installation of teleph·ones in the 
Post Offices or some similar place 
will be of great service to the people 
and ought to a,dd considerably to the 
Revenue of the Postal Teleg·,raph De· 
-partment. The establishment, too, 
of a public Telephone System in St. 
Jol1n's is in l·ine with modern ideas 
on this subject everywhere and will, 
1 believe, be welcomed by the com-

munity. 

The determination of the Govern-
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afte·r that time the c·alls c·annot be ment to grap·ple w·irth Consumption 
· t d·t bl d th · cely very g. r eat. c·onsidering the con,ditions. t.s mos ere i a e an e p,r1n 

necessar·y to qualify for a pens:on. It 
generosity of the Reid Newfoundland will be a satisfastion to everybody 
Company in providing the sanitaria 

that the Poor Asylum is to be aban-
necessary for the purposes has 

doned and that the pre·sent Lunatic 
earned them ge·ne,ral public approval 

Asylum, which is n·o· ~longer fit_tedi for 
and w1ill help greatly in facilitating 
the Government's wo,rk. The prevai· the purpose for whiich it is now us

ed, is to be converted into a P .oQI" 
ence of tuberculosis is the greatest 

.Asylum and a new Lunatic Asyl111m 
menace to public health that exists in · 

· constructed. Th1is is a step in the 
this Island to-day, and the Govern:-

right direction and one that certa~nly 
ment's policy will co.mmend itself on 

will, I thiink, commend itself both to 
g1rounds of humarnty as we11 as of 

this House and the ,c;ountry at large .. 
public interest. While on this para-

The Lunatic Asy!lum has been the 
graph, I think I would be justified: !n 

sub·iect of much unwelcome comment 
express·ing the thanks of this House, · 

in late year·s and to modern1i1Ze it 
an·d of the whole c·ountry, through the -.. 

wi1i, in my humble opinion, prove of 
· Reporte,r's Box, to the Reid New 

g.reat benefit to the tnmates. and a 
foundland Co., for this very practical 

great relief to their relatJ1ve,s. That 
exp,ression of their inter·est 'in the 

H.is Exce11lency is: able to announce a 
welfare of ou.r peop1e, an·d in doing substantial surp·lus o.f ,revenue as a 
so, I am sure I .am voicing the se·nitl· result of the last fiscal year is ::a. 

ments of all. matter for congra.tulation. It is. cer-
The decision which Hds Excellency ta;inly wonderful how thi1s Colony has 

Intimates that the Government will p,rospered in late years and a large 
provide another 400 Old Age Pe·n- share o.f the c·re.c1it must be given to 
sions this year is one that wi11 be the present Government which, when 
hailed with 1sati·s.faction by th1e toil- it took office, found itself facdng the 
worn fishe,rmen oif this Colony, who largest ·defii1cit in our 1revenue in mod
are now at Ia.st . assured of some p.ro- ern times, but the Gove,rnment has 
vdsion in their old a,ge, and who can siince been able, th.rough :good gener
see fo,r themselves. that an honest., alship, to so imp1rove the c·onditions 
earnest effort has been made to cope in the Colony, as to bring abo1ut s.ur
with thts matte·r after it h·a1d been pluses that have never b"een approach
played with by others for S·O many ed. The ·people of the Colony h·ave 
yea1rs. A c·ommendable step in the cause fo1r tha,nks at the m.ann.e.r tn . 
same direction is represented by the whf.ch it has progressed. Not alone 
estab11 'ishment of a pensiion for teach- have the f.ishermen been .success.ful 
ers. Thlis scheme as I und'eir·stand it, but tl1e iron mines, and the pulp mills. 
m.e!1.ns that for 14 yea,rs to come there the lumbering industry and a111 the 
will be no burden upon the Colony m'ino·r pursuits that have. been follow
on this account, because the funds ed, have shar·ed in the gene.ral ~d

belonging to the teache.rs whic·h have vancement until it is ·doub·tful if, all 
be'en handed O·ver to the ·Gover·nment, things conside·red, there is any more 
will P·rovide enough in interest to ·prospero·u.s port·i,on of the Britis.h Efil"o 
P'ay a1:1 the charge.s that can fall upon pire to-day than this Islland home of 

the Colo,ny durin~g that period and ours. May these favorable c·o,ndiition& 
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long co·nti.n ue and may our ~r·ade sti11 
further exten·d as the years. go by. 

We shall await with interest, Mr. 
Speaker, the P1r·om:is.ed Report on the 
Cen·sus, and also the result of the 
neg·o.tiati.ons for an im:proved At'lan
tic ser·vice. We shall hope that the· 
Imperial Tra·de Commission on whic:h 
the Colony i.s to be rep1r·esented will 

• 

result in some advanta,ge to N 1ew· 
foundland, and · likewise tha!- the ef· 
forts o.f tl1e Gover.nn1ent to· advanc.e 
the \interests of the Colony may con
tinue to meet with a generous meas
ure of succes.s. 

It is pleasant to know from His. Ex .. 
cellency that · Thei1r Ma,jesties th.e 
King arid Quee·n who· visited u:s. so,me 

10 years ago, show suc·h interest in 
the oldest Colony and our p1eople will, 
I am sure, feel higl1ly grati=·i1ed at the 
kin-dly message which the King sent 
to us. Let us hope th 3.,: before many 
years Their Majesties, may horoUir· us 
with a vis-it again, and that the. Col~ 
ny may be enjoying the same favor
able conditions a,s. no·w prevai11, so 
that the reception which our King 
and Queen would certaLnly re·ceive 
f.ro-m their loyal atid devoted subjects 
would exceed anything yet a ~.tem:pted. 

With these brief and inadequate re
marks, Mr. Spe1.,ker, and wishing this 
Colony a long continuance of the 
prosperity it now enjoy1s, I be;g to 
move the appointment of a Co·mmit
tee to draft an address in reply. 

MR. LeFEUVRE.-Mr. Speaker,
In rising to second the motion for the 
appointment of a Committee to draft 
an address in reply to the gracious 
speech of His Excellency, so ably pro
posed by the member for Ferryland, I 
may say that it is not my intention to 
inflict upon the House a speech of un
due length 

His Excellency's Speech refers in its 
opening remarks to ithe Coronation of 

T1h 2ir l\la_jesties c·t1r beloved King and 
QL:.·2e1~ \Vhich auspicious event took 
place 10_st year a.nd in celebrating 
-vvhich, all Newfoundlanders, so far as 
'\Ve ,,vere able, took part, than whom 
their Majesties have none more loyal 
than the subjects of the Oldest Colony 
of the Empire. 

Reference is also made ito the Festi
val of Empire; that grandest of n10d
ern pageants also held in London last 
year, and in which this Colony took 
part, nor does he forget to mention, 
thosfl citizens of ours, \.Vho gave tin1e, 
and talent, to ithe arranging of exhibits, 
and the general supervision of the 
Newfoundland products. 

The entire country 
jubilant over the • 

lS 

of the Messrs. Reid on 

just now 
generosity 
their of-

fering the Goi-rernmsnt the ex1)e~1di1tu1 · e 

of the sum of $100,000.00 in building 
sanitaria. These sanitaria or homes . 
for Consumptives '\Vhen establish0d 
and working, will be an unqualified 
blessing, to each comm1111ity in wl1ich 
they are erected, and to the cou:1try 
as a whole. Any one acquainted ''.rith 
the ravages of that dre:=td diseas8, . 
which yearly claimR more than 1.000 
victims cannot but realise from a com
mercial standpoint what a loss tl-tis 
means to the Colony. Placing the earn
ing power of each at $300 gives a total 
of $300,000, and as the greater part of 
thi.s sum would be spent on -dutiable 
goods there is a direct loss tel the re
venue of probably nearly $100,000. 

This is the commercial side of the 
question, but there is another phase 
of this subject, the pathetic. There 
are few who have not had friends, or 
relatives, die of this disease, few who 
have not had opportunities to trace 
with apprehension the first signs of 
the dreaded White Plague and feel 
that another victim will soon be claim
ed; and in spite of all that friends 
could do; go to an untimely grave. 
The Association for the Prevention of 
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Consumption has done m-uch t o try a n d 
cope \vith the disea se, and much cr sdit 
is dt1e that association, but through 
lack of proper homes for sush cases, 
their work has been mt1ch hindered. 
The Messrs. Reid by their philanthro
phy will place such homes \Vithin 
reach of all, in outports as well as 
city; and I am glad to note thait the 

fish markets of that quantity, and a ~ a 
conseqt1ence \Ve . may reasonably E'.'C

pect high figurs to rule for spring 
catches, as the Americans have reliev
ed us of a quantity of fish, that would 
otherwise be held over in salrt bulk for 
spring delivery. 

It · i 1s well known that the· lobster 
fishery around our coasts had for some 

people of the outports are not slow to " 
express themselves, and hence we read 
in the daily papers of meetings called, 
and resolutions passed; resolutions of 
appreciation and thankfulness appre
ciation of ithe princely generosity· c:!: 
the lVIessrs. Reid and thanl~f11lness that 
our wealthy and influential citizens are 
devoting their wealth to such noble 
purposes. 

The Government, ever ·ready to as
sist a good work, whether for the com
mercial or social bertterment of the 
people will gladly appropriate a vote 
at this session for the maintenance of 
these institutions. . 

His Excellenc·y remarks on the gen
eral prosperity of the country. '1 his 
prosperity is guag·ed by ithe success or 
non Ruccess of our fishery. Last year 
this fishery on the v1hole, was not 
as many would wish it, especially 
our West Coast shore fishery, which 
during the two best months of the sea
son '\vas almost a blank. Indeed over 
the entire West Coast the trap fishery 
was a complete failure. 

This shortage on the West Coast 
was 8ome\vhat balanced by the success 
of the Nortl1ern fishery; and later in 
the -season we had a general improv
ment all rot1nd, and this coupled with 
high prices, secured for our fish lasit 
seasoil. rro11ght the value of the catc·h 
up to a fair voyage. 

The high prices obtained for our cod
fish last year was chiefly due to a 
shortage in the American catch, and 
·the consequent demand for Newfound
land fish, some thirty thousand quint
als being sold in a green srtate to that 
marl{et, thus relieving the foreign dry 

• 

the last three years have sho·wn. an in
crease in catch, and the effort rthat is 
about to be n1ade with a view to its 
preservation will tend to preserve that 
increase. In 1911 we exported 28,644 
cases valued at about half a million 
dollars which was an increase of four 
thousand cases over rthe previous. 
year, with an increased value of about 
one hundred and twenty thousand dol
lars. 

Twenty years ago we exported near
ly three time·s that quantity of lobsters~ 
at a price per case of a.b<il1 t c>r1e-l1a1 t ,_ !'. 
present day prices. This goes to sh r:\'v 

that at the present prices . if \VG \ a :1 

'get our catch up to what it \V~ls t "·.1: " '"'-

. ty y·ea·r·s ago, our lobster fls.hery, in
stead of being worth only half a mil
lion dollars will be worth one and a 
half millions. And surely such a fish-

. ery as ithis; employing as it does be
tween four and five thousand of our 
fishermen, is worthy of consideration; 
and as foreshadovved in His Excellen
cy's Speech, the Government will bring 
in practical legislation tending to pre
serve the seed or spa'\\rn bearing lob
sters, and this can only be accomplish
ed by devising means for those lob
sters being placed where the seed can 
mature. 

It has been estimated that an eight 
inch lobster carries five thousand eggs 
and a fourteen inch ·lobster carries 
forty thousand. It will be readily seen 
that, supposing only one per cent of 
these eggs came to maturity that tQ.e 
eight inch lobster would produce fifty 
and the larger one four hundred, but in 
order to insure the propagation of 

• 
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these eggs the mother lobster must be 
either put back into the water by the 
fishermen, or placed in some proper 
reservation where irt can mature. 

Further Encouragement of Agricul
ture.-In this respect the Government 
on coming into power, introduced leg
islation and appointed a board to carry 
on the agricultural policy of the Gov
ernment. 

This board ait once set to work or
;; , : ~~.lng agricultural societies all over 

' ' the island, and to-day we have about 
eighty of these societies distributing 
the best of seeds and literature among 
the people; as well as the best breeds 
of caJttle and sheep. 

The Government's policy of holding 
agricultural shows or exhibitions, is 
one that has gained much general 
popularity, and judging from the great 
interest of the people of Burin dis
trict in our exhibition of last October, 
will, I feel sure, create a healrthy riv
alry all over the country, as to which 
district will put on the best exhibition. 
In spite of adverse comments with re
gard to Burin's agricultural possibili
ties, the result was highly successful. 
There were nearly five hundred ex
hil~ itors and more than six hundred ex
hibit• and these· exhibits, e,xcel1ent as 
t~2y were pronounced to be, did not 
do the district justice, owing to the ex-
1ended period of dry weather last sum
mer, which had a damaging effect up
on the crops. 

This exhibition has done much to 
awaken agricultural interests in Burin, 
as I feel certain, has also been the case 
in the districts of Harbor Grace and 
Carbonear and St. George's, where al
so . exhibitions were held. Much may 
be said with regard to the Govern
rr Pn1t's agricultural policy, so . far, the 
results are m.atter for congratula· 
ti(.1Il. I could say a great deal about 
the Burin exhibition, but suffice it to 
say that it awakened many of our 
people to the agricultural possibilities 
of their own district; and many doubt-

ful ones who visited our exhibition 
came prepared to see the worst; they 
came, saw, examined and finally ad
mired and were convinced. 

Branch Railways.-! am glad to 
notice that a reference is made to rthe 
Government's branch railway policy, a 
policy that has been carried into ef
fect without loss of time; and the im
portant town of Bonavista is alread.y 
enjoying railway communicaition with 
the capital. 

Speaking as an 
man, I can readily 

outport business 
understand the 

great commercial advantage of such 
connection to the residents of Bona
vista, and principally the business peo
ple who are now engaging largely in 
the packing of fish in casks; and in
stead of having to ferry ithese casks 
and other freight on board the coastal 
boats, often at great risks in stormy 
weather, they can load them in the 
freight cars and have them conveyed 
safely overland ito the city for trans
shipment. 

The district which I have the honor 
to represent does not as yet enjoy the 
advantage of railway connection, hav
ing as we do to travel many miles east 
or west to make connection; buit, Sir, 
we cling to the hope that, on the com
pletion of the proposed branch to For
tune Bay we shall see a continuation 

. of that branch right through the penin
sula of Burin. 

At the present time, however, we 
are more concerned in main line 
roads. It is a fact that until recently 
we had no main line, but since the ad
vent of the presenrt Government, a road 
has been almost completed that will 
encircle the district and touch every 
settlement when complete, and thus 
place the districrt on an equal with 
other districts as regards main line 
roads. 

'telegraph 'extension.-The Premier 
in his manifesto to the people on his 
assuming the Leadership of the Peo
ple's Party, pledged his party to tele-
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graph extension. How thoroughly rthat 
promise is being carried out is shown 
by the fact that in Dist. of St. Barbe 
alone, no lees than 250 mile.s of line 
have been co11structed, and I am glad 
to note tha1t provision will be made at 
this session for the further extension 
of that service, there being many de
aervi.ng settlements not yet sharing in 
the advant.age of that great commer
cial facility. 

Nor should I fail to mention that 
Burin district has also been favored in 

' 
this respect. I refer to the connecrtion 
of the important settlement of Flat Is
lands with the main land by cable; and 
the establishment of an office now 
working there, and much appreciarted 
by residents of that community. Gar
nish, also an important settlement in 
For~une Bay, in direct connection witl1 
Burin by road, has also been connect
ed; which is an equal advantage to 
Burin as ito the people of that com
munity. 

Telephone Extension.-As a result 
of the Governr11e11t's energetic tele
graph policy tl1e majority of the im
portant outports are now connected by 
telegraph, but rt,here are many smaller 
communities which do not warrant the 
maintenance of telegraph offices, but 
on the other hand the importance of 
man:y of these places during the fish
ing season a s bait resorts, and rtl1e con
sequent gathering of many fishing ves· 
sels calls for some mea11s of rapid 
com111unication and thit;j ar1"';~a.nta!2·e can 
be gained by telephonic connection. 

The pul)lic are already i11del1ted to 
the present administration for a daily 

·telegraphic fishery report and the ad
dition of the telephone would make 
the service cc~r:1"!')let ·;:·. Sr)eaking 0f 
Bt1rin district in this connection I wish 
t () h <l. ~, P i t n n rl er~ t n 0 d t h at r d o n t1 t 

spea1r s2lfishly bl1t 1{11cwing Burin as 
I . do I can in perspective by compari-
.son the n:irre r0adi1~'l dic:rer~1 t"he 
needs of other districts in this re-

spect; for not only for fishery news 
purposes but also to the business peo· 
ple of Burin, the telephone will be of 
inestimable benefit, and I feel sure 
that the same applies to other out· 
ports. 

Old Age Pensions.-It is with grati
fication, Sir, that I notice rthat our 
aged fishermen are to be again re· 
m,embered and that the Govt. will 
at this session appropriate· ano~her
$20,000 to provide pensions for an ad
ditional 400 deserving ones. At last 
session provision . was made for four 
hundred which were distributed am
ong the eighteen districts according to 
population. 

If there was one promise in our· 
Leader's manifesto, that was looked 
upon with doubt by the public I be
lieve it \Vas the "Old Age Pension 
,cheme" but ithe manner in whic~-. 

has been carried out has compelled 
the admiration of all, and I believe· 
our Leader's i1ame will be revered by 
posterity, as being the man who insti· 
tuted the Old Age Pension Scheme for 
the benefit of the fisherman in his de
clining years. 

From , ti'me to time we are trE ated 
in. the p·ress to suggestions with re
gard to our teachers' salarieg and pen
sions; some of which may be practic
able; and many of which are highly 
impracticable; and it is gratifying to 
kno\v that a scheme will be considered 
at this session ito place them on the 
same basis as civil servants as regards 
pensions, "\.Vith a view to encourage 
thern to remain in the profession. The 
steady exodus of teachers from th3 pro
fession has resulted in our schools be
ing supplied with young and inex
perienced ones; many of whom follow 
their predecessors' · example and use 
it as a stepping stone to other posi
tions. Some eigl1teen years ago I t ool-c 
charge of a public school, at a salary 
of $200.00. At the present time a . 

' 

teacher of the same grade gets nearly 
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d r1uble ithat sum, due to increase.d 
Government grants; and the pre.sent 
a(Imi11istrat if}n has already, done much 
to help educational interests, especial
ly in providing schools in settle;ments 
where none existed before; and I be
lieve that wi1th the adoption of the new 
pension scheme, the exodus from the 
teaching profession \Vill be consider
ably reduced; and the teachers, en
couraged by the prospect of a sub
stantial pension, will stay and gain ex
perience in the profession; and thus 
the benefit of .this experience will be 
participated in by the· pupils. An in-, 

r 

ter.esting feature in connection -Yvith 
this scheme is its comparative cost
lessness. As is well lrnown a · scheme, 
though a wholly inadequate one, has 
been· in exisrtence for about twenty 
years. The accumulated surplus, now 
over $50,000, which belongs to the 
teachers, is being ·handed over to the 
Government, and forms a nucleus of 
the nevv scheme; so that, although 
great· inducement will be held out to 
retair1 teachers in the profession, and 
so give to children and parents the 
benefits of ripe experience; the a~tual 
cost to the Colony for many years to 
come will be little or nothing. 

-
Ne-vv Lunatic Asylum and Poor Asy-

lum.-The fact that the Government 
intend giving their atte11tion at this 
session to both these institutions, will 
be hailed with approval throughourt the 
Colony. The pres_ent administration 
has a.lready made substantial addition 
t o and improvements on the General 
Hnspital, a.nd that instituition has now 
be<'.nme a credit to the city anrl to the 
Colony. This condition does not ap
ply. unfortunately, to ithe other two 
institutions, but I gather from His Ex
c ellency's Speech that a p:ieasure will 
be introduced, which, when carried in
to effect, will, no doubt, place both 
these insrtitution_s on a par with the 
-0ne already referred to. 

I 8hall not detain the House longer, 
but before I close I ,should like to make 

brief reference to the p 2rscna.l l)Olicy 
of tl1e Rt. Hon. the Pre1ni er. I r efer 
to his nersonal visits ito the ·various 

" 
Districts of the Colony, which are very 
inuch appreciated and enjoyed by the 
people. During the last year, the Rt. 
Hon. the Premier .paid t-Yvo visits to, 

' ·the District of Burin, his last visit be-
ing in October, when, at the invita
tion of the Ag·ricultural Committee, he 
personally came and opened the Agri
cultt1ral Exhibition. Not for some time 
will that visit be forgotten. The splen-

: 'Vveather, the immense gathering of 
people, and chiefly the presence and 
the brilliant address of the Premier· 
\vhen he fo.rmally opened tl1e exhibi-· 
tion, combined to render it a note
worthy occasion. I would be 1 a... in 

my duty as a representative of that 
district if I ,did not make some refer-

. ence to the deep public appreci1ation 
of these visits. 

With these few remarks, Mr. Speak
er, I beg to second the motion. 

MR. KENT-Mr. Speaker. In :rising 
I wish i.n t~e first place to exrtend 
hearty congratulations to the hon
membe1 ·s who mo·ved and seconded 
the motion fo-r a Commit~ e1e to draft 
the ".'1dd1ress in reply. We have had 
from both these gentlemen an expres--
sion o.f their views of the policy, or 
what is "- ermed the ·policy. of th~· 

present Governrqent as outlined in· 
the Speech delivered by His Exce~

lency the Governor this afternoon. I 
wish to welcome to ~his House the 
hon. me,mb·er fo·r Bur1n, MT. LeFeuvre 
I think he has shown that the latest 
member will be an acquisition to :.he 
speaking and deb 0 Jting powers of the· 
House. He gave us a ve·ry inte1rest
in g address on the speech from the 
Throne as it presented i ' self to him_ 
Now I wish before refer1ring to the· 
Speech f1r·om the Throne to express: 
my 're·gret, an·d the regret of ... he 
House that ci,rc·umstances have p·re-

• 

' 
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vented the Rt. Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition from being present he1re 
to-da,y. Membe,rs of tl1e Hous,e ar·e 
.aware that he lives at some disitance 
from the city, and that dur·ing the 
past week we have had very unusual 
·weD_,the1r, which has prevented him 
from being here in ·time fo.r to-day's 
:sess.ion. It was his intention to come 
in on Monday last, s.o as to be su.re 

, 

to be he.re to-day; but . unfdrtuna~.ely 

no train has got through f1rom Whit
·bourne since that ~ime. I have to 
,express my regret and that of my col .. 
leagues at his absence to-day. It is 
very difficult to be seve1re in c1r·i~icism 

·Of the train service at the· present 
time. \!\Te know · that ~he -conditions 
are a little unusual, but still I cannot 
help s · ying that I do no ~ consider the 
conditions such tha~ they ought not 
to have been coped with. As a ma~ter 
·of fact an eng'ine and plough c·ame 
throug·h f1ro·m vVhitbourne on Mon-
day, and the road w :1.s open, so that 
·a train cou:1 d have gone through, at 

• 

any t·in1e between then and now .I 
myself saw the conditions thc:tt exist
-ed. for I w·--: s on '.· 11e spot at Brig us 
Junction, and if an effort commensur
·ate with the difficulties h 'ld been 
made they could have been ove,rcome 

-Howeve·:~ . Mr. Speaker. I a,m sure that 
these difficulties will be taken into 

·considera:bion, and that the debate up· 
on this moti.on will not close this af
te·t'"noon, but that oppo,rtunity will be 
given the Rt. Hon. leader of the Oppo

··sition to deal with the Speech f.rom 
the Throne. I ·do not propose aj_ such 
short notice to ·deal wi ~h it in detail. 
Not until this af~e·rnoon did I know 
defini1tely that this duty would de-

my exp,erience of this House,, a.nd I 
have been here n.ow eight yea1rs, I 
have never hear·d a speech which said 
so little in so many words. It has 
been c·ustomary to describe the 
speech from the Throne when it is 
padded an·d filled out lik.e tl1at of th1s 
a.fte•rnoon as a balloon. I do not think 
we have ever had a larger balloon 
pr"esen~.ed to tlie country than this 
one. There is no m.ea.sure of any con
structive po'licy in tl1e whole speech 

Pe1rhaps ~ the me.m.bers of the Gov
e.rnm,ent look upon past sessions as Di 

closed bo·ok as soon as they were 
ended,and have evidently forgotten to 
look back and see how fo,r·me:~· efforts 
have develope·d and the res.ults thait 
h 1.ve accrued. Again, Si1r, the,re are 
many subje·cts of suprem.e importance 
to the people of this country upon 
which the people have been wa]tjng 

fo,r enlightenm,ent, and upon which 
for the pa.st twelve mon Lhs members 
of this House -:i .nd the public have be~n 
a.nxiously awaiting pronouncements . 
But w·e c.ome here qnd find that ~here 
is no quest1·on of public importance 
definitely dealt with in the Speech 
There can be no question1. buL that 
the country at the pr·esent time is 
enjoying prosperity, but what is ,_he 
ca11se of it. Take the matters referre·d 
to by the hon. members opposite who 
have jus+ spoken. and by the Minis.te,r 
of Fin:nce during his visit to London. 
8.nil yo11 will finrl thait the cat1se of 
this prosperity dates back to the see·ds 
sown by ~h.e late administration.wh.jch 
a.re no·w bearing fruit. and which the 
hon. gentlemen opposite now c1.-.·im to 
be main factors in br'inging i,_ about, 
We are told tha;t the pulp industry is 

-volve upon me. I have not seen the growing. Yes. it has been growing 
-speech nor a co·p·y of it. I have only from its institution 11ere. whicb wa.s 

heard it read. But fr~om hear1·ng i·t bef th b. t1· • ore e co1m ina . . on n~w in ~~we,r 

this afternoon, I may say that in all was in exis ~ence. That that gre"Jt in-

• 
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<lustry has grown has been the result 
()f the policy of the late administra
tion. The m:ining development, and 
nearly all the othe.r industries !n ex-
istence wer.e initi a1ted, planted and 
.grown through the !abouts of the pre
vious go1vernment. I ask the hon. 
membe,rs o~ the opposite side, if th,ere 
is one Act t'o which they can pioint as 
·const1ructive poli·cy up·o·n whic·h the 
present prosperity of the coun ~ry is 
based. I don't think th·ey can. We 
h '1.ve had for the pas 1· three years a 
·f.renzied rush by c·ontractual legisla-
tion with pa1rtt.es about whom the 
country at large knows no .. hing. We 
·are told nothing atout Messrs. Tiref
ethen and Lo·rd; nothing about the 
question of c·old s Lorage, which was 
.,rushed through ·this House last ses
sion. and which we " rrrP- :if· ·nirl we 

could not get through qujck enough, 
t r- ~'la.hle th e contractors to begin 
their operati1ons in time fo,r · the fi.sh
E' rv . l think that the failure 
-at l·e1 st so far as the people of the 
~oun\try know of this at~·empt of the 
G'.';"lrernment to start a consrtructive 
policy is suffjcient1 ~T clear for any pe· ·. 
·son to see. Again, S'ir, we had all 
hoped, in view of the rev.en ues refe1r
red to by ithe hon. gentlemen, and in 
the speech f. r.om the Throne, . and 
which the org'tns of the Government 
have been proclaiming for the past 
year, that the people at large would 
benefit in some way by a reduction 
in taxation, ~ s a result of these in
creased revenues. But the Speech 
from tl1e Th,rone is silent upon that 
ma.Lter. We are not to'ld that this in
crease in revenue is to lead to a re
duction in ·tax.,tion. I · think that all 

wi11 reco1gnize that some· such ,reduc
tion is necess "'.ry. We al:I know that 
the cost of living in this city is in-

·creasing to an alarming ex Lent, wben . 

viewed f1rom the earning powers of 
the people. Something must be done 
by any Government, which bope8 to 
retain the confidence of the people, 
to attempt to reduce the te·r;rible cost 
of living in this country. On the Gov· 
ernment devolves the ,responsibil,ity. 
We should have e·xpected that instead 
of being wa.sted on trips, these boun
tifu1 revenues might have been spent 
in inc1r·easing the salaries or the mem
bers of the Civil Service, who are 
unable to live upon the small pittance 
they rec·eive at the present time, and 
who are receiv·ing s1.la:ries inadequate 
to the wo,rk they are doing. It is all 
very well for the Minister of Fjnance 
to say that if they don't like it they 
can clea:r out. Unfor tunately they 
can't, and I 8,sk that the Government 
be more gene1rous th R.n they are to 
the Civil Servan+s. an·d that so·me ef
fort be made by which the burd·eri 
imp.osed upon the people may be 
lighten ed. In the speech f1rom the 
Throne there is one pa,rt I think in 
which we all ta.ke a partic·ular inter
est at present. I 1refe

1
r to those mat

ters whj ch come under the heading of 
Imperia:l Matters. We know that at 
the present tim-e the B1ritish Empi-re 
is jn a formative state. I t is growjng 
tow·\rds the t1l,timate condition. when 
it is hoped tha ~ an empire r-enowned 

fo·r its solidity, its justice and fai.~ 

play will be evolved. and that it will 
be a permanent institution embracing 
all the colonies within its dom"tin. 
The triennial Colonial Conference 
took place last summer. We had ex
pected that some refe1rence to the 
work of this confer·ence wot1id 11..i.ve 
been outli'ned. and thrut some nracti
c1.I result would have been sho,v11. but 
we have been dis1appointed in this,. I 
am sure that when the Prim2 vrin:'~-

te,r is deali.ng wi1th this questton he 

• 

• 
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will give us the superabundance of 
results of the labours of the tl1ree 
gentlemen who attended the co . .1.fer-
-en·ce. The Fes,tiv.al of Empire was 
no doubt an 'intere·sting displa}r, anfl 

-one which gave the s.i,ghtsee,rs of Lo:'l 
don an .oppo"'tunity of visiting th8 \01-
·-0nies in imaginati,on,bUJt it ls ve~~,, 

ha·rd to compute the prac~ical resul~s 

of it un ~il we have the ;retu:rns before 
us. We have no returns, and as fft.r 
«as I am a ware there is no evidence 
of the p1r·ac~ical results that l1£t. .,-o eil· 
sued, ais referred to by the 11011. mem
ber for Ferryland, M1r. Moore. I ha"{~ 

no doubt that the me·mbers .Jf the 
·Government who visited Lond\)n.. f:)n

joyed a visi~ to the Festi,ral of E1n-
-pire, and we,r·e glad to see S')m ~ f~

miliar features ithe1re. 'f'l1ere n.rc se,·
er2.1 matte,rs touched upon in t"!l.is 
'Speech, but, as I have said oefo!'e, 
there is nothing of a constructi,rc~ 11a
tu·re suc·h as we would natura•_ly ~x

pect from a Gove1rnment. which bas 
·been in power for three years. D11r!r1g 
·th 0 .t pe•:' iod they have acco nptisl1E.d 
·no p,rac:ical results. There is the Old 
Age pension schem1e. It is admi·tted 
·that tha.t is a misno·mer. This sub
ject was dealt with a ,_ length last 

·year -;,nd it was shown that it was 

not an old aige pens.ion ·scheme, and 
the circu'Jars iss.ue·d only s:erved to 
conf'irm ~ his opinion. I am sor1rY I 
have niot with m.e the circulars pub~ 
lished show.ing the conditions untie·r 

·whj ch these old age pensions were 
granted, which conftrmed the ldea 
thqt it was me·rely for relief, a.nd not 
a claim bas.ed upon service du·ring a 
life worn out in the industry of the 
country. 

In conclusion, Mr. Spe.aker. I should 
like to take this, the first opportunity 

• 

··1 have had to extend my congratula-

-ti:ons to the RJt. Hon. the· P1remier on 

the honour conferred upon him and 
on the Colony, by his being 1raised to 
the dignity of a Pri.vy Councillor. It 
is an honor which. I am sure he will 
apprecia~e as being a,, r·ecogni1tion of . 
a laborious c·rureer, and of the dignity 
of the off,ice of Prime Ministe,r of this 
Colony, which he now occupies. I 
should like also to express my regret 
on the reti1r·ement of the late Presi
dent of the Legislative Council, S;i1r 
Edward Shea, who occupies a unique 
position in this Colony. He is one of 
the pioneers of the foundation of the 
Colo~y's constitution, and it is a mat· 
ter of great regret to a'll me,mbers of 
this House. that one of his expe,rience 
~'ind lrnowledge should pass from the 
position he has filled with s-o muc.h 
honour. I also wish to extend to 
l\1r. Ha,r,ris my congratulations on his 
election ~o the P1residency, and I 
hope that the reciord of his predeces
sor will be to him as ~.n inspi.ring 
star. and that he also will enjoy the 
respeci and es Leem that Si·r· Edward 
S11 ea 11as earned. 

t< T. H 0 N TH E PR 11\/J E M I N IS TE R .-

M:r. Speaker, it would be 
ungracious to my fri 3 itl c n 
the o·ther side who l1as deliv· 
e.red so very ·interesting a speech 
if I ·did not say some~hing b1riefly in 
reply ·to the various po1nts that he 
has ma.de. First I should l ike to jo:in 
with him in the congra~ulations ten
dered to ithe proposer and seconder of 
the motion in. reference t0 the Sne0c>h 
f :r-om the Throne. The ve,r·y eloquent 
speech of Mr. Moore v1a.s in itself r: 

trea~ to everyone who heard it. But 
we have heard h.jm before, a.n<l the,re
fo,re it is no great surprise to us; 
but a.s my hon. r tien·d. M,r. T<:Pnt has 
pointed out. Mr. LeFe11vre . who to.ok 
I ' 

his sea-<- in the House for the fjrst 

time to-·day h"' ,s ea.s:ly establisl1ed a 
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·claim to be conside·red a very im.po1r
tant addition to ~he debating powe·J.· 
o: this Ho·use. Further I sh·OU~ d like 
-to jo·in in the regret of my f!r:i-e·n·d op
posite ·that the Rt. hon. the leader o.f 
the Opposition is not here this even
ing, and that he should have been 

:Pirevented from being· pre.s e11-~ b y 

causes "over which he h.a,d no c·on 
t ·;"Ol,'' as m.y hon. friend puts .it. What
ever else we m,ay differ on there is no 
-one on this side but will always re
_giret tl1e absenc·e of the hon. me·m· 
be~· because 11e is able to bri11g to the 
consid·eration of public quesitions .an 
expe.rience which very few can. At 

tl1e same time I think tl1at after list
·ening· 1to the spee·ch tha ~ has just 
been de'livered our reg1rets can11ot 8~nd 

·need not be as full as if the part of 

the Opposition ha.d not been so well 
sus '-- ained by my hon. friend Mir. 
I<ent. We all hope tha1t for many 
yea:rs the present leader of the Op-
position will be sp··•1red to ·Occupy the 

. 

posit~on. and if anything should ne-
ccssi Late his leaving that positio·n, 

·then I s;hall be the first to welcome 
·my fr'iend on the other side of the 
Ho11se. My friend Mr. Kent refe•rred 
to the Speech from Lhe Throne 8s one 
of the balloon c·haracter·. Well, I am 
not going to \rie with him in the dis
cussion of s.peeches of a balloon cha.r
a_.rter h "C'lJ1 se I far c:v I shou] d run 
the risk of being worstE:d. My hon. 
'friend has ha·d an experience in bal-

loon speeches -'- hait would make it di
ffic1i't fo,r me to ,rie with h:·i:n. It may 
·be a balloon speech, but it resembles 
·the balloon in the lofty m.anner in 
·whf ch jt soars. and tlie only danger 
. from the balloon a.spect is that it ma·y 
come down upon the Opposition. My 
f :n·j end has pointed out tha ~ there 
·has been no 1refe1rence in the S·pe·ec·h 

. 
character. Well if ever there was a 
Government that has made an honest 
effo,rt to construct .and correct leg
islation it is this Gov1ernmen ~ . I am 
not boasting, but I am prepared to 
submit the wo·rk of this Government 
for the 1ast three ye·ars, b·oth practi
c.2'1 leg·islation and legislation of a re
med.i.al character, and I am p1r·e·pared 
to back it against that of any p.revious 
legislature. If the Trefetl1c11 a11d L~ r d 

arrangemen ~ has n·ot been ca:rried out, 
if it is not ac~ually in 0 1peration to-day 
it ls not the fau1t o.f tl1is legislature. 
We ar.e merely in the position of the 

Government of Si1r Robert Bon·d, who, 
a:iiter devoting days and weeks to a 
policy for smelting Lron ore on Bell 
Island found them,selves 10 or 15 

ye.ars afterwards in precisely the 
same position as the ·day ~hey start
ed. I am prepared to ad.mit the sin· 
ceri1ty of the le 3-.der of the Opposition, 
when he introduce·d the Fog Wree 
Zone scheme. and the s~eam.ship ser
vice which was to bring us to the 
other sid'e in th,ree or four d,ays. 
\i\The1; e is it to-day? I d·on't wi.sh to 

throw cold wa ~er upon it. It was put 
on the Statute Book, and afrter 5 
years we ".re exactly in the same po
s :tton with .regard to it. The same 
tbing applies to the smelting on Bell 
Isla.nd and a thousand and one mat

te:"s intro·duced by the late Govern
ment. I ~1m prepared to back the leg
i sla ;_ion of the past 3 years against any 
legislation between the years 1901 
and 1909 when the 'late admd.nistra
tion was in power. It is a. ve1ry easy 
thing to make arrangements and con
trac L with people to c·ome here and 
open up ou,r resou·rces. and we can't 
do mor~ tha.n satisfy ourselves that 
tbey ~.re financially sound and able to 
undertake these schemes. But afteir 

t-o any measure o.f a constructive the contracts have been made p'eople 

• 



I 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PR10CEEDINGS. 

very often find that it will not pay 
to invest their money in them, and 
this is true not only of pubaic but 
privaite affairs. Tl1ere a.ire thou.s.ands 
of people who try to wo.rk up all 
kinds of pr·opel'lties, and find that the 
only outcome of theiir labours is loss 
of time and money out of p,ocket. I 
don't think it is generous, and I don't 
think it is fair 1to .re.fleet upon the ef
forts of this Governm.ent to bring 
capital into thi.s country. We have 
today in N ewfoundla,nd a very large 
and Up-'to-date Wool facto,ry. The op
errution of this factory is one of 
the results of the legislation of last 
year. Employment i.s being found for 
a large number of men. In addition 
to this a large dock is being built ·at 
Hr. Grace·, as a resu'lt of the enc·our
agement which the ·Governmen~ gave 
to those who inaugurated it. I might 
go on to enumeir~te many instances 
in proof of the posi.tion that I am con
tending for. 

• 

The hon. gentleman has referred to 
the Harmswo,rth industry and claim.s 
that it was introduced in~o the colo
ny ~Y the late adu1inj str81tion. I ma.y 
remind my hon. friend that there rure 
some mem be,rs si ~ting on th j s slde of 
~he . House who had soimethin g to do 
in Jntroducing the H.armsworths to 
the colony, and I am P'repared to pro

duc·e documentary evidence aJ. "ny 
time to show that they had as much 
to do wjth it as those who a.re now 
sit~ing on the other side. I do not 
care how soon this statement is chal
Ieng-ed. But what does his ct 1.im 
amount to? A stranger came to the 
Colony. Mr. Beeton. without any !re
ferences to anybody heTe.ard wi'J.hout 
beJ:r.g acquaiinfLe.d wfith anybody in 
the island. wjth thp exception of Sir 
c ~.venrl~sli Bo:v1e _ who was then Gov
ernor of the island. He c·ame here to 

investigate and as a tresulrt of his in
'restigations he entered into a con
tract with the gove·rnment. The mak
ing of a contract is. nothing in an en
terprise of this character unless it is, 
followed by further operations and in 
the case o-f the Harmsw.orths these 
operations were effected and the pre
sent industry ts the result 

This Government has .recognized 
that the most i,mportant of our indus
tries is the fisheries. and it has been 
their aim to develop this ind us1try 
along the lines that would b·e moist. 
conducive to the betterment of those 
engaged in it; and even if results 
are som.etimes fruitless it mus~ be· 
borne in mind that as much energy 
a,nd wo.rk are put into unde1rtakings 
without a present result as in matters. 
more quickly acconiplished. 

My hon. friend made a ve1ry strong 
plea for the civil se·rvants of the col
ony, and I heartily agree with him 
that it is not in keepi.ng with the dig-
n'ity of the colony and this legislature 
to have its servants 0 1r any of them 
underpaid. The public do not requtre· 
it and it is not fair or just to those 
in the civil service. Howeve·r,we must. 
cut our ga1rments according to our
clo~h, and we cannot afford to add 
many thousands of dollars i.n sal.ruries, 
if the people who will have to con
tribute them, have to live on half as· 
much. It is very easy to say that 
the civil se,rvan1ts should be better 
pa.id, but my hon. friend should not 
fo1rget that he sat on thi.s side of the 
House for seven years and never· 
made one motion th "It Lhe salaries of 
civil servants should be increased. 

MR KENT-How do you know that?· 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-! 

know it because I sat on this side 
with the hon. gentleman and kepit my 
eye on him. During all the yerurs that 

• 
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he .sa~t here I challeng~ my hon. 
friend to quote one mo·tjon of his 
proposing that one solita:ry salary be 
increased. but bei.ng a lawyer, an<l: a 
clever lawyer, he knows that when 
vou have no case the best cours.e to 
"' 
a·do·pt is to call the othear side nam.es. 

MR. KENT.-You are also a lawyer. 

RT. HON. PRIME MIN~STER.-1 

know it but I have not had the ex-
' 

pffiience along these line·s that my 
learned friend has had. He c.alls the 
s;i('• ·cl1 from the Thro_ne a "balloon 
speech." You can searc·h the records 

, . 
of this H1ouse foir the p·ast fi,fty years 

• ' 

and on every 0 1ccasion thait the Hous.e 
has opened you will find that the 
Le·ad~r of the Opposition has tried to 
make fun of the speech fro_m the 

I • 

Throne. He has 1to say somethin.g. It 
i.s expected farom him, and those wh 'J 

know the gentleman who now leads 
the Opposition must sympathize with 
him in his misfo:rtune in having to 
ruttack a speech a·gainst which there 
can be no sound argument. 

1:1 ·r;r'al\i ng 0f the Old J\_ge Pensions, 
the hon. gentleman says that they do 
not car:ry out the idea of Old Age Pen
sions. Well,v1e have given the peo·ple 
much more than the fo:rmer Govt. ev
e.r gave them, fo1r while we heard a 
lot about Old Age Pensions during the 
pa.st ten or fifte·en years., nothing re
sulted untf1 the present government 
came into p·o,we·r. The latP gove.rn
men L appointed a Commj ssion of six 
O·r seven gentle·men. consist~ng of 

Messrs. Pitts, Bowring, Jackman, 
Grieve. O'Dwyer and, I think, Hon. 

• • John Harvey. Tha.t comm1ss1on W8..s 
appointed seven o.r eight years ago. 
bl1t up· to the present ti.me nothing 
has been done by them. and they "1a·v-e 
ne,:rer submitted any scheme for the 
assistance of the old people of the 
colony. L')sL. year we gave four bun-

d~ed perso11s pensi?ns at $ .. 50.00. Of 
course We know that thia sum Will 

I ' • 

not support those who have, r~ceived, 
I 

them, but it has bee~ a grea~ help. 
to them. This year we shall give fou,r 

' . 
I , 

hund;red more pensions of $50.00 and 
next year four hundred more, c.i,111 by 
• 

tha.t time every old man who cleser"\;"~g,. 

a pension to assis ~ hi,m will. 
been embraced in our Old ~ge f-'en· 
sion scheme. That is the· cause of tl1e· 
bitter feeling on the otl1er siJ.e of· 

the House for we have do.n,'") '\vl1at 

they failed to do; and whe11 we go, 

back to the c:o·untry a,t the en<.l of 
, 

011r term to defend our poli~y, " . e , 

shall be able to show the peop · e ha~ 

all our claims have been justified,,. 
and that we have been able to carry 
out all our p,romises witho·ut one 0e!l.t 

I ' , 

of additional taxation. We have gi'v-

en them light houses. incirea.sed edu
catlon grants, a second s.teame,r ~11! 

the Labra.do·r, a northern servi~e in 
< 

winter, B.ranch Railways., Old Age 
Pensions, and all the . other ~hings. 

that we promtsed. I know the people
of t.he colony very little if, when it 

jg shown to t· hem that we have acco1n
plished _. all that we promised, they 
will not ~respond in our favour. What· 
Vvas the argument used ~1gaLnst our · 
policy last elec~ion? Our opponents, 
said that if we carried ou,r promises 

into effect there was nothing in store· 
for the colony but bank·ruptcy and 
confede,ration. These were the stock· 
in-tr n.de rurgumen Ls and we saw and 

h rd them everywhere we went. The, ea 
oppositj101n papers were full of them. 
and published p.rehistoiric cartoons; 
showing the c·ountry being given over · 
to Canada. Their prophecies. have not 
been fulfil1 ed. I am thank~ul to say' 
a,nd to-day we have not only carried, 

out ou:r policy but we have la1rge sur

pluses every year that we are able 

• 
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to give back to the people. 

I join in the regret of my hon. 
friend that Si1r Edwrurd Shea has re
signed the Presiden·CY of the oi~he~r 

h b He is the las~ link that c ·t.m er. 
binds the Le·gislature to a genera .. 
tion, the majo:r'iity of whom have now 
passed away, and we can fo1rm some 
idea from him of the calibre and 
character o·f the J!Ublic men of six~y 

years ago of which he is so fair a a'& 

p,resentative. There were in those 
days strong men, big in fra.me and 
brrin, wh.o fought the battles of the 
colony against the Fren·ch,wo·n fo·r the 
people Responsiible Government, an.d 
the liberty of the pjress. Anyone who 
is acqua,inted with the history O·f the 
colony will remembei.r that a very 
conspicuous figure in all these move
men · s was our f,riend, Sir Edward 
Shea. It is a m1.itter of congiratulation 
a.nd satisfaction that one who has ha·d 
13uch a di.stlngu'ished public life . who 
h.as upheld the best traditions of our 
public men 2.nd who now takes off his 
harness, cari leave as a legacy to his 
children, if not wea.lth and fojrtune a 
miore p·riceless. one of an unsullj 1ed 
name in both public and private life. 

I thank my hon. friend for his per
s.onal allusion to myself. The honour 
has been c·onferred up·on me not fo1r 
anything that I have done, but be
cause of the f.act that I h1~d the. hon
our to represent this colony at the 
Corona +ion. It is very kind of my 
ho·n. friend to suggest that it wa_s oth
e·rwise but it is one of the accidents 
of life to have the privilege of be'ing 
premier o.f the co·1 ony in Coron a ti on 
year. It is to this thait I owe the hon
our and not to .any work of mine for 
there are othe·rs who deserve the hon· 
ours far more than I do. 

I have no objection to my friend's 
reque~t that the· debate be postponed 

for we have no -desire to rush i.t or 
any legislation th1rough the House,. 
We court the fullest enquiry · into all 
matters and for that reason I readily 
agree th.at fu:rther debate be adjourn 
ed till the next s.itti:ng of the House. 

On motion of Rt. Hon. the Premier 
a~d Hon. Colonial Secreta.ry the 
further discussion of the Speech f1rom 
the Throne was deferred until the 
next Sitting. 

Mr. Kent gave Notic·e of Question. 
R~. Hon. the Prime Ministe: gave 

Notice that he w.011ld on to-mor,row 
ask leave to introduce a Bill to 
Amen·d Chapter 120 of the Consolidat
ed Statutes (Second Series.), er titled 
"01f Harbor Maste·r· and Harbor Reg· 
ulatio·ns for the p·ort o·f St. John's.'' 

It was moved and secondPd that 
when the House rises i:t adjourn un
til Monday, Feb1ruary 19th at th:ree of 
the c1ock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly. 

MOND.A. Y .. Feb. 13th. 

The Hou,se met at 3 p.m. pursuant 
to adjournment. 

COB.RESPONDENCE. 

RT. HON. ~ THE PREMIER laid 
upon the table of the House a copy 

of the correspon·dence between the 
' B·ritis.h Government .and this Govern-

ment in relation to the status of Do
minion Navies. 

CORRESPONDENCE RE DOMINION 
NAVIES. 

• 

Rt. Hon.'-· Harcourt to His Excellency 
the Governor. 

[Copy] Downing Street, 
July 14, 1911. 

Sir,-I have the honour to transmit 
to 3rou. to be laid before your Minis
ters, the accompanying copy of a mem-
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or and um o·f conference between the 
British Admiralty and representatives 
-0f the Dominion of Canada and Aus-
-tralia on the subject of tl1e status of 
Dominion Navies. 

2. This matiter was mentioned at 
the last meeting of the Imperial Con
ference on the 20th June, and it was 
.agreed that it should be published sim
ultaneously in this country and in 
Canada and the Commonwealth. 

3. I will rtelegraph to you the date 
on which publication will take place. 

I have, etc., 
L. HARCOURT. 

The Officer administering the Govern
ment of Newfoundland. 

{Copy] 
... ,_,. .... _____ _ 

DOMINION NA.VIES. 

Memorandum of Conference Between 
the British Admiralty and Repre
sentatives of the Dominions of Can
ada and Australia. 

The Naval services and forces of the 
Dominions of Canada and Australia 
will be exclusively under rthe control 
-0f their respective Governments. 

2. The training and discipline of 
the naval forces of the Dominions 

' uniform with the training and discip-
line of the fleet of tlie United King
·dom, and, by arrangement, officers and 
n1en of the said forces will be inter
·changeable wirth those under the con
trol of the British Admiralty. 

3. The ships of each Dominion nav
al force will hoist at stern the white 
ensign as the symbol of the authority 
,of the Crown, and at the jack-s1taff the 
·distinctive flag of the Dominion. 

4. The Canadian and Australian 
'Government will have their own naval 
stations as agreed upon and from 
time to time. The limits of the sita
-tions are as described in Schedule (A) 
Canada, and Schedule (B) Australia. 

5. In the event of the Canadian or 
Australian Government desiring to 
send ships to a part of the Bri1tish Em-

pire outside of their own respective 
stations, they will notify the British 
Admiralty. 

6. In the event of the Canadian or 
Australian Government desiring to 
send ships to a foreign port, they will 
obtain the concurrence of the Imperial 
Government, in order that the neces
sary arrangements with the Foreign 
Office may be made, as in the case df 
ships of the British fieeit, in such time 
and manner as is 
British Admiralty 
Office. 

usual between the 
and the Foreign 

7. While ships of the Dominions 
are at a foreign port, a report of 
their proceedings will be forwarded by 
the officer in command to the Com
mander-in-Chief on the station or to 
the B1ritis.h Admiral~y. The officer in 
command of a Dominion ship so long 
as he remains in the foreign port will 
obey any instructions h~ may receive 
from the Government of the United 
Kingdom as to the conduct of any in
ternational maitters that may arise, the 
Dominion Government being informed. 

8. The Commanding Officer of a 
Dominion ship having to put into a 
foreign port without previous arrange
ment, on account of stress of weather, 
damage, or any unforeseen emergency, 
will r·epojrt his arrival and reason for 
calling to rthe Commander in Chief of 
the station or to the Admiralty, and · 
will o b~y, so long as he remains in the 
foreign port. any instructions he may 
receive from the Government of rthe 
United Kingdom as to the relations 
with the authorities, the Dominion 
Goyernment being informed. 

9. When a ship of the British Ad
mir:aLty meets a ship of the Dominions, 
the senior officer will have the right 
of command in matters of ceremony or 
international intercourse, or where 
united action is agreed upon, but will 
have no power to direct the move
ments of the ships of the other ser
vice unless the ships are ordered to 

• 
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co-operate by mutual arrangement. 
10. In foreign ports the senior of

ficer will take command, but not so as 
to interfere with the orders that rthe 
junior may have received from his own 
Government. 

11. When a court martial has to be 
ordered by a Dominion, and a suffici
ent number of officers are not avail
able in the Dominion service at the 
time, rthe British Admiralty, if. re
quested, will make the necessary ar
rangements to enable a court to be 
formed. Provision will be made, by 
order of His Majesty in Council and by 
the Dominion Governments respective
ly to define the conditions under which 
officers of the different services are rto 
sit on joint courts-martial. 

12. The British Admiralty under
takes to lend to the Dominions during 
the period of development of the ser
vices, under conditions rto be agreed up
on, such flag officer and other officers 
and men as may be needed. In their 
selection preference will be given to 
officers and men coming from, or con
nected with the Dominions, but they 
should all be volunteers for the ser-

• vice. 

13. The service of officers of the 
British fleet in the Dominion Naval 
Forces, or of officers of rthese forces in 
the British fleet, will count in all re
spects for promotion, pay, retirement, 
etc., as service in their respective 
forces. 

14. In order to determine all ques
tions of seniority thart may arise, the 
names of all officers will be shown in 
the Navy List and their seniority de
termined by the date of their com
mission, whichever is the earlier, in 
the British, Canadian or Australian 

• service. 

15. It is desirable, in ithe interests 
of efficiency and co-operation, that ar
rangements should be made from time 
to time between the British Admiralty 
and the Dominions for the ships of the 
Dominions to rtake part in fleet exer-

cises or or any other joint training· 
considered necessary 11nder the Senior 
Naval Officer. While so employed, the, 
ships will be under the command of 
that officer who would not, however, 
interfere in the internal economy of
ships of another service further than 
absolu1tely necessary. 

16. In time of war, when the naval 
service of a Dominion, or any part 
thereof, has been put at the disposal of 
the Imperial Govt. by Do,minion a u.~h-

ori1ties, the ships will form an integral 
part of the British fleet, and will re
main under the control of the British 
Admiralty during the continuance of· 
the war. 

17. The Dominions having applied. 
to their naval forces the King's Regu
lations and Adrniral1ty Instructions and 
the Naval Discipline Act, the British 
Admiralty and Dominion Governments 
will communicate to each other any-
hanges which they propose to make in 

those Regulations or that Acit. 
June 1911. 

(Schedule A.) 

CANADA. 

The Canadian Atlan.tic Station will 
include the waters north of 30° north 
latitude a.nd west of the meridian of · 
40° west longitude. The Canadian 
Pacific Station will include the waters 
north of 30 ° north latitude and east of 
180° longitude. 

(Schedule B.) 

AUSTRALIA. 

The Australian Naval Station will in
clude:-

On the North-From 95° eant long- 
itude by the parallel of 13 ° south lat
itude to 120° east longitude, thence 
north to 11 ° south latitude, rthence to 
the boundary with Dutch New Guinea 
to the boundary with German New 

uinea in latitude 8 ° south, thence east 
rto 155 ° east longitude. 

On the East-By the meridian of 
155 ° east longitude to 15 ° south la ti- -
tude, thence to 28 ° south latitude on 
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the m.eridian of 170° east longitude, 
tl1ence south to 32° south latitude, 
thence \Vest to the meridian of 160° 
east longitude, thence south. · 

On rthe South-By the Antarcti ~ Cir
cle. 

On the West-By the meridian of 95° 
east longitude. 

(Copy.) 
PREMIER MORRIS TO HIS EXCEL

LENCY, THE ADMINIS"rRATOR. 

12 Ai1gust, 1911. 
His Excellency the Administrator,-

! have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your communication, 
covering Despatch No . . 155, in original, 
from the Righit Honourable the Secre
t·ary of State for tl1e Colonies, with 
accompanying copy of a memorandum 
of a conference bet,veen the British 
Admiralty and the representatives of 
the Dominion of Canada and the Com
monwealth of Ausitralia, on the sub
ject of the Status of Dominion Naval 
Forces. 

I return herewith the Despatch, as 
well as the memorandum, and would 
he grateful if you would arrange to 
let n1e have a copy of both these docu
ments, if you -should have them in the 
office. 

I had not an opportunity of subn1it
ting to Ministers the memorandum 
referred to until last evening, and I 
now desire to convey to you an ex
pression of their opinion in relation 
rto it, with the request that you may 
be good enough to transmit the same 
to the Secretary of State for the Col~ 
onies. 

The memorandum purports to be 
copy of a memorandum of a confer
ence between the British Admiralty 
and represenitatives of the Dominion 
of Canada an.d the Commonwealth of 
Australia on the subject of the status 
of Dominion Naval Forces. In para
graph 2 of the Despatch, covering this 
memorandum, and signed by the Sec
retary of State, Mr. Ha,rcourt says: 

" This maitter -vvas mentioned at the 
''last meeting of the. Imperial Confer
" e11ee on the 20th June, and it was. 
"agreed that it should be published 
"simultaneously in this country, and 
" in Ca11ada and the Commonwealth." 

It might be implied, from rthis para
gr::tph, that the subject m,at~er of the· 
men1orandum, the details of the doc
ument, and the principles embodied 
tli.erein, might have been disclosed at. 
1the Imperial Conference, or that a. 

copy of it might have been read to 
the Conference. 

This, however, was not done. It 
will be found by reference to the Min
utes of the last meeting of the Imper
ial Confere11ce that tl1e only refer
ence ito this matter made at that meet
ing was from Mr. Pearce, one of the 
representatives of the Australian Gov
ernment at the Imperial Conference; 
who merely referred to the Confer-· 
ences which were taking place at the 
Admirality between that body and the 
representatives of the Canadian and 
Austra:lian Governments, with regard 
to the Status of Dominion Naval 
Forces, and theij_" co-operation with the 
Royal Navy. 

It 'vas then agreed, on rthe suggest
ion of Mr. Harcourt, that a memoran
dum embodying the conclusions reach
ed at the conference between the 
Brltish Admiralty and the representa-
tives of the Dominion and rthe Com
monwealth referred to, should, when 
drawn up, be incorporated amongst the 
papers to be published in connection 
with the Imperial Conference. 

But the terms which the said mem-
ora.nd um was to contain nor any of 
them were never suggested or fore
shadowed, and you will notice by the 
reports of the Imperial Conference· 
that there is no record of its having 
been tabled or presented. 

By reference to Scl1edule "_!\.," of 
the memorandum in question, i:t ap
pears that the Canadian Atlantic Sta
tion includes the waters north of 30 

l 
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degrees north latitude, and west of 
rthe meridian 40 west longitude. This 
includes the waters surrounding New
foundland, and you will observe that, 
under the provisions of paragraph 4 of 
the memorandum, the Canadian Gov
ernment may establish their stations 
in the waters referred to in Schedule 
''A." 

Although ithis memorandum between 
the British Admiralty and the Can
adian Government c~uld in no way con
fer any right on that Government to 
come into the ter:ritorial waters of 
Newfoundland, and will confer on it.hem 
no more rights than are held and 
possessed by the navies of any for
eign power, it is open to a contrary 
inference which is likely to create a 
feeling· of doubt and uncertainty in the 
Dominions affected by this memoran
dum. 

Ministers would strongly contend, 
and would do so successfully, that the 
rights enjoyed by the community of 
Newfoundland cannot be lessened, 
parted with, changed or ceded with
out their consent, and tha1t the con
stitutional mode of procuring that con-
ent is through the Legislature of New

foundland, which consent would be the 
essential preliminary to the slightest 
modification of their territorial or 
maritime rights; and Ministers feel 
satisfied that this contention must be 
borne out by His Majesrty's Govern
ment, and, indeed, that the Canadian 
and Australian Governments themsel
ves would be the very last to contend 
for a contrary position. 

With a view, therefore, of !there be
ing no misunderstanding hereafter, 
Ministers suggest that the attention 
of the Canadian Government be drawn 
by the Secretary of Sitate for the Col
onies to this matter, and that it be 
made clear that the zone in which 
their navy may operate in the North 

. A1tlantic waters should in no degree 
encroach on Newfoundland's territor
ial and maritime waters. and that it 

ue pointed out to them that the mem-· 
or and um ref erred to in no way alters 
the status existing previous to the 
cira,wing of that memorandum. 

The Newfoundland Government, or 
its representatives at the Imperial 
Conference, were not consulted in re- 
lation to this memorandum, nor were 
the Newfoundland members of the 
Conference present when rthe terms of· 

' the memorandum were agreed upon, 
nor were they .given an opportunity or· 
considering its principles or details, 
and the writer saw it for the first time, 
when it was forwarded by Your Ex-· 
cellency a few days ago. 

E. P. MORRIS, 
Prime Minister. 

S1R W. H. HORWOOD TO SIR E.P .. 

MORRIS. 

Government House, 
Seprt. 26th, 1911. 

Dear Sir Edward Morris,-
! beg to forward, herewith enclosed,, 

the Despatch received from the Right· 
Honourable the Secretary of State, in 
reply to your communication on the· 
subject of the Strutus of Dominion 
Navies. 

Yours sfncerely, 
W. H. HORWOOD. 

Right Honourable 
Sir Edward Morris, 

Prime Minister. 

SECRETARY HARCOURT TO AD

MINISTRATOR. 

Newfoundland, 
Number, 215. 

Downing Street, 
Sept. 13th, 1911. 

Sir,-1 have the honour to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 
70 of the 14th Augusit, transmitting a 
communication from your Prime Min
ister on the subject of the Status of 
Dominion Na vies. 

2. In reply, I have to request that 
you will inform your Ministers that 
rthe Canadian Stations were formed for 
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the purpose of assigning to the Canad
ian fleet a definite area of action, in 
the same manner as Commanders in 
Chief of Stations abroad have a defin-
ite command, 
ments discussed 

and in the arrange
with the Canadian 

Ministers, Newfoundland was express
ly excluded as requiring special pro
visions. In determining ithe limits of 
the Canadian Atlantic Station, there 
was no intention on the part of His 
Majesty's Government or of the Gov
ernment of Canada to al1ter the exist
ing position with regard to the con
trol and jurisdiction of the Govern
ment of Newfoundland over its terri
torial waters, or to empower the Dom
inion Governmenit to establish a sta
tion in those waters without the con
sent of the Government of N e\vfound
land. 

3. The supervision of the New
foundland fisheries is now carried out 
by a ship of the Imperial Navy, and 
there is no present intention of dis
turbing this arrangement. 

4. I trust that this statement will 
be satisfactory to your Ministers. 

5. I am sending a copy of the cor
respondence to the Governor-General 
of the Dominion of Canada for ithe in
formation of his Ministers. 

I have, etc., 
L. HARCOURT. 

To the Officer Administering 
The Government of Newfoundland. 

PAPERS TABLED. 

HON. COLONIA.L SECRETARY 

la.id upon the table of the House Re
port of the Newfoundland Savings 
Bank for the Year en·de·d 31S1t Decem
be1r 1911. 

QUESTIONS. 

MR. KENT asked the Minister 
of Marine and Fisherie.s to lay on the 
table of the House a CO'PY in detail. of 
all expenditures made by or through 
his Departmen1t in the District of St .. 
John's East from January 1st, 1911, 
to date, giving in eac·h case name of 
parties, dates. amo11nts and pu:rposes 
of each such payment, also a copy of 
the returns 1relating to ea.~h such 
payment. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.

In the absence of Ministe.r I beg to 

state that the informa\tion is being 
prepared, and will P1robably be\ tabled 
next sitting. 

MR. KENT asked the Minister of 
Public Wo1rks ito lay on the table or · 
the House a copy in detail of all ex
penditure made by or throu,gh his De
partment in the District of St. John's'. 
East from January 1st, 1911. to date, 
giving in eac·b case names of pa:rties, 
dates, amoun~ and purposes of each 
such pa.yment. also a copy of the re
turns relating to such payment. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.-

PRIME MINISTER TO ADMINIS- I beg to tallle the information asked 
TRATOR. for. 

Prime Minister's Office. 
His Excellency the Administrator,-

! have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your communication of 
yes1terday's date, enclosing copy of a 
Despatch from the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State for the Colon
ies, No. 215, on the subject of the 
Status of Dominion Navies. 

E. P. MORRIS, 
Prime Minister. 

September 27th, 1911. 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Customs to 
lay on the table of the House a fully 
det::liled statement of a·11 expenditures 
made to or on account of the Railway 
Contracto·r under the Railway Exten· 
sion Act. 1910. to date. for construc
tion or any othe,r purpose. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 

CUSTOMS.-T beg to table the infor
mation r·equired. 
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HARBOR REGULAT·IONS BILL. 
Pursua,nt to· notti:ce and leave grant- The House me.t · at th1ree of the 

ed, the Hon. Prime Mini1ste1r intro- clock in the afternoon pursuant to a·d-
duced a bill to amen·d Chapter 120 of · journment. 
the Consolidated Statutes (2nd series) 
entitled "Of Harbour Master and Har
bour Regulations for the port o.f St. 
John's," and irt wa~ read a first time 
and ordered to be read a second time 
on to-morrow. 

COMMITTEE ON ADDRESS. 
Motion fo1r Com.mittee to draft Re

p1y to Speech from the Th:r-one. 

SIR ROBERT BOND-I understand 
tha ~ the motion for the Select Com
mittee to draft an addres.s in reply to 
the speech delivered by His Excellen
cy the GoveT·nor on Wednesday la:st 
was deferred in order that I should 
have an op.portunity of c;riticisi11g that 
speech. Of course the delay was en
ti.:rely unnecesisary, inasmuch as I 
could exercise my right of criticism 
upon the 1report of the a,ddress; but I 
am entirely conscious of, and grate
ful for, the kind consideration and 
courtesy that was intended. A .s I shall 
·probably have amendments. to pro
pose, I shall ava:il of the report stage 
of the Com.rnittee to then address the 
House in reference to His Excellen
cy's speech. 

The motion then passed, and His 
Honor the Speaker appointed the fol
lowing on the Committee, Mr. Moo:re, 
M1r. I--'eFeuvre, Hon. Colonial Secre
tary, Mr. Kent and Mr. Dwye:r. 

Rt. Hon. P.rime Ministe.r gave no
tice of motion. 

Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Bon·d gave no
ti c·es of question. 

Mr. Kent gave notice of que.stion. 
It was: moved and seconded that 

when the House ris.es it adjou~rn till 
Thu,rsday nex~, the 22nd inst. at three 
of the clock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

PAPERS 'I~ABLED. 

Hon C.olonial Se.cretary tabled th.e 
• 

Report of the Co1m.miss.ion on Public 
Health up to December 3ls·t, 1911. · 

Hon. Minister of Finance 
the follo1wing: -

tabled 

Statement of Customs Reve.nue col
lected in the Colony d urin.g the year 
ended 30 ~ .h June, 1911. 

S ~atement of the Imports and Ex
ports of the Colony for the year end
ed 30th, June, 1911. 

A compara "ive statement of goo·ds, 
wares a.nd merchandize, imported in
to the Colony during the years ended 
30th June., 1910, and 30th Jun.e, 1911, 
showing incre·ase· and decrease for 
the year 1910-1911. . 

A comparative s Latement of revenue 
received .at each of the Outports for 
the years 1909-1910 an·d 1910-1911. 

A c·omparative statemen~ of Light 
Dues, showing coll.ection at each Out- . 
port for the years 1909-·1910 and 1910-
1911. 

A return of the Bank Fishery for 
the year ended 30th June, 1911. 

A state·ment s.howing the revenue 
collected on goods, wares. and me·r· 
chandise impo,rte·d through the Post 
Office. 

Sta:ement showing the move·ments 
of shipping during the year ende·d · 
30th June, 1911. 

An abstract of shipping for the year 
en·ded 31st 

~ nnR.FJSS IN REPLY. 
Mr. Moore, on behalf of the· Select 

Comm.i~tee app.ointed to draft an Ad
dress in Reply to His, Exce'llency's 
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Speech, presented the, report of the sessions. We stand to-day on the 
Select Committee, as follows:- threshold of a new parliamentary 

"House of Assembly year, the, 4th session of the 22nd Gen.-
"Newf.oundland. era.I Assembly. In the 01r·dinary coui.&e 

"'To His Excellency Sir Ralph. Champ· 
neys William.s, K.C.M.G., Gove:rnor 
and Commander-'in~Chief in and ov
er the Isl'.1.nd of Newfoundland and 
i ~ s Dependencies: 

"'May it Please Your Excell ency:·-
"We, the Common,s of Newfound

"'' land in Legislative Session assemb
'' led, beg leave to thank Your Ex· 
" cellency fo1r the gracious Speech 
'' which Your Excellenc'Y has addresr
"sed to both Houses of the Legisla
"'ture. 

(Sgd.) "P. F. MOORE, 
"THOS. LeFEUVRE, 
"R. WATSON. 

"'Assembly Room, 
''February 22nd, 1912.'' 

SI R RC n,r. 0 T BON D.-T r-. ~ e to 
IDO\~? an {' l (J rlmpnt +-n the Address 
in Repl:v t~ the Speech with which 
His Excell ency the Governor opened 
this Legislatt1re on the 14th inst., and 
in doing so I shall off er some criti-. 
cisms upon that Speech. Having care-
fully considered the same, I am forced 
to the conclusion that it is more re
markable for thrut which it does not 
contain, rather than for that which 
it does contain, vvith one exception, 
·and that I shall deal 'vith at a subse
quent stage of my remarks. lit seems 
-to me that His Excellency's speech 
cannot fail to be disappointing to 
those who have pinned their faith to 
the promises profusely made, and 
which have been so often repeated, 
by the present Government. It can
not fail, I think, to be disappointing 
to every man, be he Tory or Liberal, 
who 11as the welfare of this country 
·at heart, for, it portrays a complete 
abandonment of policy and principles 
that have found expression in ithe 
opening speeches of the past three 

of events this would be ithe last ses
sion before a General Election, but, 
as the present Government were re
turned to power in May 1909, possibly 
we may witness another session of 
this Parliament before the curtain 
drops, and th!e People's Party malre 
tl1eir final exit fr-0n1 this Chamber. 
Be this the last session or be it other
wise, it vritnesses the near approach 
of the dissolution of the governing 
body, and, we might reasonably have 
expecited therefore that in the Speech 
before us there would be revealed an 
intention on the part of the Govern
ment to redeem the past, and to per
form works mete for repentance. It 
is well, I think, thaJt the responsibil
ity for this document, which is term
ed "the Governor's Speech," should 
be clearly defined, because, there are 
doubtless thousands in this cot1ntry 
vvho verily believe that -the pledges 
and assuranct),S set fo:nth from time to 
time in the opening Speech of the ses
sion are pledges and assurances for 
the fulfilment or non-fulfilment of . 
which the representative of our Sov
ereign is responsible. We in this 
House,, of course, know full well that 
the opening Speech is a document 
prepared by the members of it.he Gov
ernment, and is supposed to fore
shadow their policy for the informa
tion of this House. The Constitution 
which imposes upon His Excellency 
the Governor the duty of delivering 
this Speech on behalf of his Minis
t1-~rs, :it tJ.~e Shlll e ti111e exone1·atef: 11im 
from all respon.1ibility in the prem
ises, and, for eVt'rY word in it.he open
ing Speech,, places the whole respon-, 

sibility upon his Minuisters. It is well 
that it is so, it is well that it should 
be clearly understood that it is so, 
for otherwise, d11ring it.he past two or 
three years, the Crown, which is the 
fountain of honour and truth, might 
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have been brought into contempt, for, 
Sir, the opening speeches have con
tained the most solemn obligations 
ci Dd pledges that have not been ful
filled. Those pledges would ,appear to 
ha,re been given but to soothe pub
lic feeling, and to create a favourable 
atmosphere in whlch the members of 
the Government mighrt pursue the 
eve11 tenor of thej r way. Liest we for
get, let us from tl1e threshold upon 
which we have just stepped look back
ward for a few moments. In the open
ing Speech of the first session of the 
present Parliament the Government, 
through the lips of the then Governor 1 

declared "that the burden of taxation 
borne by the fisherme11 and working 
classes of the Cf~lony is too great, and 
calls for such_ adjustn1ent as will lean 
more equitably en rthose who at pres
ent feel most SE riously the increased 
cost of living· ilt this Colony." This 
declaration was accompanied by an 
intimatior ... that t tie tariff would be im
mediately revise<l. We now know ithat 
this \vas nothinh less than a piece of 
cruel deception; a mere pretext of a 
talfilment of a pledge given . by the 
leader of the Gover11ment a fe\v 
months previous -vvhen seeking the 
,rotes of these "overburdened" people. 
In the manifes1to issued by Sir Edward 
Morr'is to the Electors. in 1908,he said, 
"Reduction of taxation so that it will 
bear equitably on the working classes 
can be best accomplished by placing 
o,n the free list such items as tea, 
sugar, pork, and the other prime ne
cessaries on which very high taxes 
are now imposed." If this language 
meant anything more than deception, 
then, we must regard it as a promise, 
that provided rthe "People's Party," 
so-called, was returned to power the 
tariff would be so revised as to place 
"tea, sugar, pork, and other prime 
necessaries" on the free I ist. The 
paragraph in the opening Speech of 
the first session of this Parliament, 

to which I have had reference, was 

a renewal of that promise. Three . 
years have now p_assed since that pro
mise or pledge was given, and still 
"the weary Titan staggers under the 
too vast orb of its fate." Still the . · 
"overburdened fishermen and labour- -
ing classes," as the Governmenrt ad
mit, "feel most seriously the increas
ed cost of living in this country," must 
pay duty on "tea, sugar, pork, and 
other prime necessaries." We have 
novv entered upon rthe fourth year 
since that all-important pledge was 
given to the people, and what do we 
find? Why, that the pledge finds no 
renewal i11 the Speech before the 
House, neither is there any indication 
1tl1at a revised tariff is to be. pro
posed for the adoption of this Ho.use. 
The "wea1ry Titan" must still stag
g·er on, the ''overburdened iisher
men and labouring classes" must still 
bend beneath the weight of "increased 
cost of living," while the ni11e Deities 
fro1n the height of their ministerial 
Olympus look do\vn in co11tempt upon 
the people t:r ·- have duped. But, 
worse still. The extravagance of the 
present Government, their wasteful 
expenditure of public money, and the 
enormous arid most onerous obliga
tions that they have placed upon the 
Colony renders such revision of the 
tariff as I have been referring to, al
most, if not altogether, impossible 
without a reduction of the Civil list. 
The placing of tea, sugar and pork 
upon the free list would reduce rthe 
revenue by the sum of three hundred 
thousand dollars per year. In view of 
the obligations with which the Colony 
has been burdened, it would puzzle 
wiser heads than those of the Govern
ment to devise a revision of the tariff 
under which that large amount of tax
ation may now be dropped. In the 
matter then of this promised re.duction 
of taxation rthe people have been most 
wantonly and cruelly deceived. Mr. 

Gladstone, than whom no higher auth-

rity has ever lived, declared that "One 
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of the very highest duties of all ·who 
are intrusted with the adminis1tration 
of public affairs under all circum
stances, and at all points, is to eschew 
and to repudiate the raising of any ex
pectations except what they know rthey 
can fulfill." This is a standard of po
litical morality that I regret to say 
the present Government fall very 
sh(>rt of, Sir, I cannot refrain from 
contrasting the conduct of the pres
ent Government in this connection 
with that of their predecessors in of· 
fice. During eight years of the laite 
Government's administration taxation 
was reduced by nearly a million and a 
half dollars, or about two hundred 
thousand dollars per annum. And I 
am in a position to .state that if the 
late Government had been r eturned t o 
power at the iast Election,the bur·dens 
of taxation t11at now weigh so, heavi
ly upon all c.~lasses of the community 
would, long ere this , have been remov
ed. This would 11ave bee11 but the 
sequel of the policy that I i11augurated 
during my term of office. Sir, there 
is an eternal justice in this world, and 
the his1tory of nation s as well as of 
individuals has demonstrated the truth 
that what men sow they shall reap. 
The people are reaping to-day that 
which they sowed at the lasrt election. 
They sowed to the wind, and they 
must expect to reap a whirlwind. 
The expenditure of borrowed millions 
is affording them at present a tem
porary shelter, but rthat must n eces
sarily disappear before long, and then 
we shall all feel tl1e full blast of the 
storm. Increase of taxation, and not 
a reduction thereof, is what the peo
ple uf this country musit now look for
ward to. The folly of the few has 
made hard the lot of the many. But, 
to pass . to another point. In the open-

. ing Speech of the first session of the 
present Parliament the Government 
declared their intention to provide a 
bounty for the clearing of land so as 

"to induce a greater number of our 

people to turn their attention to the 
cul1tivation of the soil." Three years 
have passed awa~r since then but no 
bounty has been provided for the 
clearing of land, and as there is no 
mention of such a bounty in the 
Speech before us, we are justified in 
concluding that the Government have 
abandoned the bounty idea for the 
"new agricultural policy." Instead of 
fulfilling their pledge and encoura.g
ing "a greater number of our people t 
turn their attention to the cult~va

tion of the soil, ithey have deemed it 
more expedient to provide a bounty 
of five or six thousand dollars a year 
for three of their supporters in this 
House who are supposed to devote 
their att'=::::tion rto the formaticn of so
cieties for the promotion of, greater 
excellence in kitchen garden produce, 
a,nd to warning the "fisherman-farm
er" against the danger of prod uci~g 
cankerous, or what the le::trned Min
ister of Agriculiture last Ression so 
aptly designated "fierce looking po
tatoes." I had the pleasure last ses
sion of dealing with some phases of 
the "new agricultural policy.'' I shall 
not repeat those observations now~ al
though no less an authority than that 
great scho1.ar and statesman, Lord 
Morley, in his life of Richard Cobden, 
declares that "repetition is the pu.blic 
man's most effective instrument in 
securing r efor m s," and, that ' 'he 
musrt not shrink fron1 incessant repe
tition." However, Sir, there will be 
many opportunities for applying that 
instrument of t 1rtt-::re during the ses
sion. At this tim~ I would only ob
serve tha1t the "new agrict1ltural pol
icy," which has taken the place of 
the bounty to "fishermen-farmers," 
promised in the opening Speech of the 
first sessio·n of th'is Parliament, was 
truly a marvellcus concept io11. U YJr1 8r 

it the Gove)rnment may secure faithful 
allegiance by farming out positions of 
emolument to their suppvrters in this 

House, or, they may practice without 
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fear of consequences the most exrten-
sive electoral briber~y in the ·distribu
tion of live stock and seeds. But alas, 
Sir, that is not the worst phase. Un
der .it the country has been sacrificed 
ito party politics and its agricultural 
adv·ancement has been put back at 
least a generation: The late Govern
m ant had, vvith the almost unanimous 
approval of both branches of the Leg
islature, laid the foundation for a 
Model Farm and Experime11tal Station, 
where tl1e boys of our country might .. 
receive a scientific and practical train-
ing in ag·riculture. Every civilized 
country in the world is to-day endeav
ouring to advance agriculture by such 
means, yet here in this country of vasrt 

undeveloped resources, and where so 

few ave11ues of employment open out 
l<J Lhe rising· generation; in this coun~ 

try \vhich perforce at the present time 
se11ds more than a million of money 
abroad for agricultural produce that 
might be raised at home, we find a 
Government \Vhich flaunts ·before the 
public as the "People's Party" denying 
to the children of the pe0ple they re
present the advantages tha:t are every
vvhere else afforded. Sir, can you con
ceive of anything more 11npatriotic or 
u11just? Can you conceive of a greater 
rea.ch c f confidence and trust. A Gov

ernm.ent like a trustee is responsible 
fer the proper administraition of the 
entate. If a trustee l)etra.,ys the con
fidence repcsed in him as such he is 
~very properly indicted before the 
cr11rts cf law and punished. Thank 
Gcd thejr is a Co11rt before which ithe 
present ·Government may be indicted 
for the inal-administration of the vast 
estate fur vrhich they are trustees, and 
tha1t is the higl1 Cot1rt of public opin
icn. Before that Court I indict them 
this day. vVhile on this subject of 
P griculture~ there is, I would remark, 
a11other very grave omission in the 
Sp~ech under review. There is no re
fcrs-:1ce whatever to the Governmenrt's 

i111:r1ig·ration policy. They had such a 

policy in view, for, in the opening 
Speech of the Second Session of this 
arliament we vv-ere told that measures 

were "being de,vised for the settlement 
of unoccupied lands along the line of 
railway by ithe establishing there of 
farming colonies composed of suitable 
agricultural emigrants from the Brit
ish Isles." Two years have passed 
a'vay since tb_en but we have no 
"farming colonies" established along 
the line of railway, and this House 
and the public have been left entirely 
in the dark as to the measures rthat 
were "being devised"? What class of 
emigrants did the Government propose 
to bring in here? For two years this 
House a11d the public have been living 
in a state of expectancy, wondering 
vvhat the schen1e could be rthat 'vas 
tal-ring so long time to "devise," and 
what class of people we we~re to have 
added. to the population of the Colony. 
Last year fifty-eight thousand per
sons emigrated from rthe rural dis
tricts of Scotland ovving to the in
creasing burden of rates or taxes. 
Was any attempt made by the Govern
n1ent to induce those people, or any of 
them, rto settle in this Colony? It 
will be ad1nitted, I think, that no 
more desirable emigrants could pos
sibly be found than those brawny, 
brainy, thrifty Scotch folk. Was that 
stream of emigration pe.rmitted 
to flo-vv past our doors without any ef
fort being made to turn at · least a 
portio1n oif it this wa,y? The Govern
ment ha v-e admitted that "the burden 
of taxation borne by the fishermen 
and vvorking classes is too great." 
Then, if that is trl1e, why do they not 
endeavor to induce, sui1table emi
grants to come here and share that 
burden of taxation with our people? 
In this matter they have been exhibit
ing less comn1on sense than in their 
cond uc1t of the financial affairs of the 
Colony, and that is saying a good deal. 
Are you una""\vare, sir, that instead of 

inducing a thrifty peL'ple to Gorn~ hel'e 

• 
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and help bear the bur,i.en of taxation, 
they have been actually aiding a 
scheme to bring pauper children here 
anci· which would. entail increased burd
ens on this Colony? Such is rthe truth. 
Let me draw aside the curtain and let 
in the li-ght on this matter. Shortly 
before tP,is immigration policy was an
nounced by the Government through 
rthe lips of His Excellency the Govern
or, some philanthropic gentlemen in 
England had i.naugurated a scheme to 
p-rocure the emigration, to the Colonies 
of the Empire of pauper children, ot 
the waifs and -strays of the large cities 
of Great Britain. They laid their 
scheme before rthe Premier of this Col
ony. It was approved by the Govern
ment, and the Premier, Sir Edward 
Morris, on behalf of the Government 
pledged this Colony to most extraor
dinary liberality in the furtherence of 
the scheme. He undertook to give rthe 
promoters "a free grant of fifty thou
san·d acres of the best land in the Col
ony," "with exemption from taxes; to 
give them "a bonua on all areas clear
ed of timber;" ito give them "an an
nual ~rant of money for teachers' sal
aries"; and, to give them "a grant for 
school buildings." I notice, sir, an ap
pearance of incredulity on the faces of 
ome honorable members, and I am not 

surprised at this, for it is difficult to 
conceive thrut such a scheme could 
have met with the approval of the 
"People's Party." Yet, sir, the facts as 
I ~ have given them are vouched for in a 
pamphlet published by the promoters 
of the scheme. We have no waifs or 
trays or pauper children, such as exist 

in the ·great cities of the world, in this 
country, I am thankful to say, but we 
have hundreds of bright, healthy boys 
to whose parents their future in life is 
a very serious problem. With advant
age to themselves and to the counrtry 
these boys could be instructed in the 
noble work of Agriculture which is the 
financial backbone of all nations, and 

the origin of all national wealth. The 

I 

late Government recognizing ithis, as 
• • • 

I have previously said, made prov1s1on 
to grant the boys of this country a 
scientific and practical knowledge of 
Agriculture. But, upon the reco1n
mendation of three Government SllP

porters in ithis House, \Vho profited at 
the rate of Eighteen hundred dollars 
per year 1.-'(T +he GovernrnPnt af'f'.Anting 
and acting upon their reco1nmenda
tion, the advantage of a11 Agricultural 
training has been refused to the boys 
of ithis country. A11d yet, sir, what has 
been denied to them, has been lavishly 
proffered to the waifs and strays and 
paupers of Great Britain by this self
designated People's Party. 

Try and realize if you can, sir, the 
magnitude of this political crime. 
While the boys of this count ry are 
denied the benefit of a practical tech
nical education, the taxes vvrung from 
their over·-burdened pa.rents, is pledg
ed by the prese11t Govern1nent for the 
support and education of the pauper 
children of the wealthiest country irJ 
the \Vorld. It is evident that Govern· 
ments like individuals sometimes E"G ·-
mad, or, to put the same idea ~e~~ 

forcibly I will use the language of the 
old Hebrew philosopher, Elihu, "Great 
men are not always wise." This 
pauper boy emigration schemes to 
which I have referred, fortunately fer 
us, did not materialize, th.e Govern
ments of New Zealand, Australia and 
South Africa having, as I understand, 
declined to encourage it. Again, sir, 
in 1the opening Speeches of previous 
Sessions of the present Parlian1ent 
great things were promised to all 
those directly interested in the fish.
eries. For instance, tl1ere '"'as to l~e 

"a standard and equitable cull" es
itablished by the Government; "new 
markets" were to be opened for the 
disposal of fishery produce, and "cold 
storage" on an unprecedented scale 
was to revolutionize present metlcods 
of conducting the codfishery. These 

most excellent promises have been re-
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peated and elaborated from - time ito 
tir11e, but, here we are entering upon 
the fourt.J1 session and nothing in the 
d 1.1' ( !Ct i< >J1 indicated has been accom
plished, and so far as we may judge 
from the Speech before us the whole 
undertaking is as dead as Julius Caes
ar. There are other impo~tant omis
sions in this c p 2ning Speech. We are 
not ir1formed as to the result of the 
Government's coal exploration scheme, 
or of their peat fl1el enterprise. Why? 
Have they been a complete failure? 
But more important still, we are left 
complet ely in the dark as regards the 
Government's policy in respect to tl1e 
ex:pcrt of bait fishes. In view of the 
recent a r1nouncernent through the 
press ithat fish purchased by Ameri .. 
cans -vvill in future enter American 
ports on the same tariff basis as Am
erican cat1ght fish, it is a matter of 
reat impGrtance that the policy of this 

Government ·should be clearly and 
promp1tly defined. We will now turn 
our attention to one or two matters re
ferred to i11 the Speech before us. First 
then, I observe, that the opening of the 
brancl1 line of railway Ito Bonavista 
is ·considered by the Government a 
matt er fe r great jubilation. They 
tried to make it appear such a few 
weeks ago by a lot of parade and non
sense, but I \Vonder how many of those 
who they termed so recently "over
burdened taxpayers" r egard it in that 
light, or how many level headed busi
ness men do so. The branch line has 
been opened, but the expenditure in 
connection with its construction and 
full equipment has not been finalized, 
and we do not kr1ow the measure of 
the Colony's liabilit~r in the premises 
up to this hour. We kno\v thait it has 
cost far and a v1ay more than the Gov
ernment's estimate placed before this 
House. We hav e r eason to believe 
from the amount that we know has al
ready been expended upon thart 

branch line, that before the Railway 

Coµ,tract of 1910 is completed another 

loan must be P1r·ocure·d, and 'that be
fore the Colony· is through with the 
whole of its obligations arising out of 
that contract at least another four mil
lions of dollars will be added to the 
public debt. Sir, is that a matter for 
jubilation? I have regarded, I srtill re
g·ard those branch railways as a totally 
indefensible expenditure, entailing Up
on the people· of this Co·untiry a1 liab1ility 
for which there cannot be forthc·oming 
a commensurate l'eturn. I have re
garded the underitaking as a huge piece 
of electoral bribery undertaken with
out regard to either cost or utility. And 
the remarks of the Premier, Sir Etl
ward Morris, on the occasion of the 
opening of the branch line· to Bona
visrt:a appeared to - confirffi the latter 
conclusion, for, he is reported as say
ing. "I promised you before the last 
election that if my party was returned 
to power that within two years I would 
visit yot1r to\vn by rail. My promise is 
this day fulfilled." In rthe height of 
jubilation this unguarded admission 
was made. It is to be hoped ·that the 
branch line to Bona vista will be oper
ated very differently from the manner 
in which other branch lines have been 
operated during the pasrt year. If not, 
then the people will have reason to 
curse rather than bless the prompters 
of the enterprise. I do n.ot exaggerate 
when I say that the operarting of the 
line between St. John's and Carbon
ear and vice versa during the past year 
has been perfectly disgraceful, entail
ing the greatest inconvenience · and 
hardship upon those who were obliged 
to travel by train. Lert me read an ex
tract from an editorial that appeared 
in the Harbor Grace Standard of date 
November 17th last. This is what it 
said: 

"The public are exceedingly dissatis
fied wi1th the way the trains are run 
on the line between St. John's and Car
bonear. The evening trains do not get 
in at either end of the line very · fre
quently till all hours of the night. Mat-
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ters are growing worse instead of bet
ter. Only those that cannot help them
selves travel_ by these trains, and they 
grumble. The railway hands are like 
the public, only more so. The public 
are insistent for a change." 

Imagine travellers wearied and worn 
by hours of rtra vel in one of these 
trains finding themselves landed at a 
terminal station in the small hours of 
the morning with no means of convey
ance at hand for themselves and bag
gage and every hotel and boarding 
house closed, and you can form some 
idea of what the travelling public had 
to purt up with. The Harbor Grace 
Standard's allusion to the "railway 
hands' 'suggests the question as to 
whether in the interest of those custo,d
ians of the lives of the rtravelling pub
lic, as well as in the interest of those 
who travel by train, this House should 
not take immediate steps to pass leg
islation to regularte the number of 
hours that train officials may be on 
duty. I consider that before the session 
closes the matter should be dealt with. 
Men who are worn out for want of 
sleep and proper resrt are not com
petent nor shoul·d they be p·ermitted to 
operate a railway train. The thing 
should end, and end it will if I can con
vince this House of its duty. I was 
exceedingly pleased to notice tl1at at 
the annual meeting of the Board of 
Trade last month a very strong re
presentation was made in the Report 
as to the unsatisfactory manner in 
which the Railway Contractors are car
rying out their contractual obligations, 
for, it is to be hoped that rthe Govern
ment will now see the necessity for 
discharging their duty in the premises. 
During the period that the late Gov
ernmenrt was in power my political op
ponents declared that I was constantly 
fighting the Railway Company, and 
that as a consequence the railway ser
vice was most unsatisfactorily per
formed. That owing to rthe relations 

petween my Government and the Con-

tractors their vast land grants re1nain
ed undeveloped and their proposed 
hotel enterprise was at a standsrtill, 
and it was urged and set forth as one 
of the reasons why the late Govern
ment should be defeated. Well, my 
Government was defeated. Has the 
conducrt of the railway and steam ser
vic been more satisfacotry to the pub
lic or more unsatisfactory? Have the 
vast land grants or any of them been 
developed? Has the hotel enterprise 
appeared? I am willing to admit rthat 
during the whole of my term of office 
it waE> one continual fight to get con
tractional obli,gations carried out, and 
to have preposterous claims againsrt 
the Colony set aside. I am willing to 
admit that sinc'e the a·dvent of the 
present Government to power all 
fighting wi1th the Railway Contractors 
has ceased; that trumped up claims 
have been dropped, and that the Con
tractors, who are subsidized public 
officials, have become public masters. 
But, have the public benefitted by the 
chang·es? The recent report of the 
Board of Trade furnishes a partial re
ply. The public feeling recently voic
ed by the Harbor Grace Standard fur
nishes another a.nswer, and the incon
venience an·d privations e·xperienced 
by the residents of the South Side of 
Trinity Bay who are supposed to be 
served by the railway via Broad 
Cove and who from the 3rd of Janu
ard to the 20th had no service what
ever furnishes still anorther answer 
to my query. The non-operation of 
the railway for nearly three weeks via 
Broad Cove \vas a perfect outrage and 
entirely without excuse. To say that 
storms and snow falls along that line 
prevenrted its operation would be in
correct, fo,r three hours from the time 
that an engine and plow started from 
Whitbourne on the 20th January the 
whole line was open to traffic. For 
ten days the people of that portion of 
the ·district of Trinity we~e without 

even a mail, and many of them I am 
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told were reduced to the extremity of 
borrowing provisions from neighbors 
through the neglecrt of the Railway 
Contractors and the connivance of the 
Government. Bad as the railway ser
vice was during the summer and 
autumn, the conduct of the same ser
vice the commencemen1t of the New 
Year beggars description. While the 
public have been patiently waiting 
for their mails and provisions, 
the cont,ractors have been waiting 
for a kind Providence to send warm 
winds and copious rains to clear the 
track. It was part of my duty as head 
of the Governmenrt and Colonial Secre
tary for many years, to keep an eye 
on the operating of the railway, and 
I can truthfully say that the country 
has never experienced anything equal 
to rthe present condition of things. If 
it be contended that weather condi
tions have made it difficult to secure 
regularity of service, then, my an
swer is that no organized effort has 
been made to overcome rthose difficul
ties. It will be found that the Broad 
Cove branch has been practically 
abandoned since Christmas. The 
Placentia service has been but little 
better. It has consisted of midnighrt 
meanderings between Brigus Junction 
and Whitbourne. Since last Saturday 
week no train has been run to Placen
tia 11or was any attempt made until 
Friday lasit. On Saturday the principal 
organ of the Government, the "Chron
icle," announced that "the task of 
clearing the Placentia branch was re
sumed this morning. The snow 
blockade was heavy for 4 or 5 miles 
towards Placentia from Placentia 
Junction." Is that rto be wondered at 
I would ask, after the line being aban
doned for more than a week? It is 

quite evldent to me that the Gove1rn

ment do not know how the railway is 

being operarted, or they don't care, for 

on the 14th inst. I telegraphed the Col

onial Secretary as follows:-

".Hon. Colonial Secretary, 
St. John's. 

"No mail received here since Fri
day·. No train has passed thro~gh 

here since Saturday afternoon, al
though engine could come here on 
Monday morning at daylight, take on 
board coal and return to Brigus Junc
tion. The present disgraceful con
duct of service surely demands im
mediate attention of the Government. 
Although I have received no official 
notice of the meeting of the Legisla
ture I am a ware it is si1tting and de
sire to get there. When may I hope 
that trains will be operated to this 
place. R. BOND." 

· To tha;t message I receive·d this re
ply:-

"St. John's, Feb. 15, 1912. · 

"Right Hon. Sir R. Bond, Whirtbourne. 

"Your message received. Official 
intimation opening legislature mailed 
you Monday. Am now informed by 
Reid Newfoundland Company that no 
train ha.s got beyond Brigus Junction 
since Saturday owing to storm rthat 
afternoon which completely blocked 
line between city and Junction. Un
derstand east bound express due 
Whitbourne one o'clock. Line to St. 
John's now clear and regular train 
will run to-morrow. Am asking Go".r
ernment Engineer rto report whether 
undue delay occurred in clearing of 
lines. Regret exceedingly inconveni
ence to yourself personally. Owing 
to your absence debate on Address 
not concluded. House adjourned till 
Monday. 

COLONIAL SECRETARY." 

It will be observed that if the Gov
ernment knew anything about th~ 

train or mail service ''ithe official in
timation of the opening of the Legis-
lature" referred to in th·e Colonial . . 

Secretary's telegram would not have 
been posted to me but telegraphed. 
Where have the mails been rthat were 
posted here for Whitbourne, Placentia, 
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and Trinity Bay South via Broad 
Cove? Unless I am greatly mistaken 
they might be found in an outbuild
ing at B1rJgus Junction at the mercy 
of any higl1\vay robber who mighit 
pass that way. Is not that a scandal? 

. Before we entered upon the building 
of more lines of railway common 
sense would have suggested the wis
dom of first securing the efficient op
eration of those we had. Until such 
efficiency is secured jubilation over 
the opening of new branches is en
tirely out of place. Again, Sir, in a 
spirit of boastful pride the Govern
ment informs us that the Revenue 
exceeded the Estimate. I do not think 
it a matiter for much surprise that 
the Revenue exceeded the Estimate 
when in framing that Estimate no ac
count was taken of the revenue to be 
derived from the expenditure of bor
rowed millions. The fac1t is that the 
R'evenue for the past two years has 
been largely abnormal. It resulted in 
part from the establishment of the 
Pulp and Paper Mills at Grand Falls 
and Bishop's Falls; in part from the 
gambling in timber lands, and also 
fr·om the expenditure of rthe Railway 
Loan. If the Government contend that 
there has been a surplus of revenue 
apart from this, then, Sir, it is not a 
matter of boastful pride but rather for 
a feeling of shame, for it denotes bad 
statesmanship on the one h.and 3.nd 

· bad faith on the other. It is of the es
sence of statesmanship thart burden.s 
should be lightened and benefits shar
ed. If the Government are taking 
from those they have declared "over
burdened taxpayers" more in taxes 
than is requisite to meet the act11al 
needs of the public service, then, the 
Government are plundering those un
fortunate taxpayers. If the surplus 
revenue is not abnormal, then why a·o 
not the Government fulfil their pledge 
and give the people ''tea, sugar, pork, 

and other prime necessaries" duty 

free? If they don't do this, then we 

have evidence of bad faith, and of a 
cruel and unwarranted betrayal of 
public confidence. If on the other hand 
the Government admit that the surl)lus 
of revenue is ab11or1nal, then, ii1 view 
of their enormous and increasing ob
ligations, they are bleeding· this coun
try to financial death an·d they don't 
know it. While the Government ap
pear to be ignoranrt of the trend of 
their policy, I rejoice to believe that 
the mass of people fully recognize it, 
and that there \Vill be concerted ac
tion on the part of the "ov_erburdened 
taxpayers" rto put an early end to the 
present carnival of political crime. 
Sir, it is nothing short of crime that 
in a country such as this, with a popu
lation of less than a quarter of a mil-
1ion, whose earning power is less than 
sixty dollars per head, and rthousands 
of whom have to subsist on the scanti
est fa,re, that nearly three million dol
lars should be wrung from them in 
taxes. It is an agravation of the crime 
that those who ar·e guilty of it 'Obtain
ed place and power upon the solemn 
pledge to reduce those taxes. I re
joice that during the period that the 
Government of this country was vesrt
ed in me and my colleagues we bent 
our energies to lightening the load of 
taxation upon this people; that the:y 
were relieved of taxes to the value of 
a million and a half of dollars durjng 
that period, and that half a millio1) 
dollars was placed to their credit in 
the Bank of Montreal to meet the 
stress and storms of the future. 'J ·l1b 
surplus of revenue of which the Gov
ernment boast, under the circu111-
stances I have alluded to, is not a mat
ter for congratulation but rather ior 
deep regret. 

"Ill fares the land, to hastening ills, 
a prey, 

Where wealth accumulates and men 
decay." 

I observe a paragraph in the Speech 
before us having reference to the 
subject of rtuberculosis or consump-

• 
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tion, and intimating that the Gov8rn
ment propose to introduce le.~islation 

to deal with it, and tl1at rthe Treasury 
has receiv€1d a gift from a large cor
poration in this city in furtheranee of 
Lb e movement. Sir, yo11 as Speaker oi 
this House al'~, the custodia,n of its 
righrts and liberties, and I n1ust point 
out to you that those righ~s and liter
ties 11a·ve been invaded if gift3 have 
been recei~v-ed by the Crown with 'Jut 
the consent of this House. 'I,his is a 
v~ery serious matter, as I shall presenrt
ly show, and there is involved in it a 
Constitutional questio11 of much im
portance, namely, the right of the 
Crown to receive benevolences or gifts 
of any kind or for any purpose without 
the consent of Parliament. 'I his i~ 

rendered a some\vhat difficult 1naiter 
to deal with because of tl1e peculiar 
circumstances no·w surrounding it. 
But, Sir, I shall not be deterr2d frcm 
performing \Vhat I conceive to be my 
duty by that consideration. It is the 
duty of the Opposition to criticise ev
ery Government measure, and to point 
out every error, or see1ning error, in 
every governmental action. I think I 
shall be able to show thait the Govern
ment have greatly erred in this mat
ter. "Evil is wrought by want of 
thought as well as want of heart." 
Want of thought has caused more mis-

• 

chief in rthis world than the n1ost viol
ent convulsions of nature. It 11as 
brought mighty empires to the dust, 
and slain countless thousands of the 
human race. One of the most remark
able men of tl1e last century took as 
the motto for his crest the words 
"Think well, then act well," and he 
carried out in his public life the vvis
dom embodied in those words. To-day 
his name flashes brightly from the pil
lar of fame. I refer to Counrt von 
l\1oltke, Statesman and General. He 
long foresaw the contingency of war 

with France and was ready with his 

plans when it suddenly broke out in 

1870. Their action resulted in the 

most astounding and uninterrupted 
ser1es of vietories ever achieved by one 
great n1ilitary nation over another, 
and, in the founding of the Ger1nan 
Empire. I give this as an example of 
what careful thought will achieve, and 
I will proceed to shovv~ rthe reve:r;;e. 
Sir, I could \tvisl1 that the leader of the 
Government had made it the gc-y- 2rn
ing principle of his life to "think -vvell, 
and then act well," for, ha.d he done 
so, the cou11try would have been spar~d 
the pitiable ·exhibition of blunders 
that it has witnessed during the pa;;.:. 
three years. In my humble opin~on 

the leader of the Government did not 
think well or act well in the matter of 
dealing witl1 co11sumption. Had he 
done so, then this House \vould have 
been permitted an expression of opin
ion before the offer of the Railway 
Contractors to erect and present rto the 
Colony seventeen Sanatoria was ac
cepted. Surely the wisd.om of the 
Government accepting gifts from those 
Contractors was a debartable point. 
Surely the wisdom of erecting seven
teen Sanatoria, apart altogeth,er from 
that offer, was a debatable quest i· !l. 

Then why w.as the House de·barr·ed the 
privilege of discussing the question? 
Why! Because the Government did not 
think well before acting. Does n.ot the 
leader of the Government, the Rt. Hon . 
the Premier, recognize tl1at there is 
involved in this matter a Constitution
al question of great importance, na:ne
ly, whether the Crown has the right to 
receive a benevolence or gift for 2.ny 
public purpose withot1t the consent of 
Parliament? For ma11y ~-pars-from t.11e 
time of Edward IV. do"'vn ito 1794:-tne , 

question of compulsory and voluntary 
gifts to the Crown was debated in tt1e 
British House of Commons frf,111 tin11J 
to time, and there were differe11t, ,-'\c1 s 
fr0m the time of Richard ITI. t.c) the 
13th Charles II., wh.ic·h went di1rectly 
a;gainst p1rivate gifts; o'f any ·descriptio1n. 

It proved a subject of much intt~resti1lg 

discussion in Parliament and l)et.\:\,·een 
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the highest Constitutional a11tnorittes 
until it was set at rest by the 1)Ll.ssil1b" 

·of the Act 13, Charles II. Its p2·s:J.n1ble 
declares "all voluntary bent=~ T('le11~l' 

from the neople to the Crovvn ~tre i 1 
legal/' arid there \Vas a special pro~'"is
i~n that the Statute shculd never "be 
drawn into example for the time to 
come," it having permitted the gift of 
£ 200 to the Cro\.vn. In the discussion 

that arose in the British House of f;om
mons in 1794 it was contend.Gd that 
that Act was still in force, and I can
not find that it has since been repeal
eq. The purpose of that Act was to up
hold the dignity, authority and inde
pendence of Parliamenit. Sir, if it was 
regarded as i1nproper that the Crown 
should receive gifts or benevolences 
from the nobility of England who were 
under no obligations to the Crown-a 
fortiori-it is most improper that it 
should receive gifts from rthose under 
contractual obligations for the proper 
perforn1ance of great public works. 
But, suppose we dismiss for the sake 
of argument the illegality of the pro
ceeding, still the action of the Govern
n1en1t must be condemned. The Execll
tive is but a Comn1ittee of this House 
appoi11ted by a majority of its mem
bers to carry out rthe will and pleasure 
of Parliament. How can the will and 
pleasu.re of Parliament be known 
witl1out discussion? Tl1e majority who 
appointed the Government as a Com
mittee, as well as the Opposition in 
this House, have been totally ignored 
The necessity for an immedia.te decis
on in the premises cannot be advanced 
as justification, for this House was 
convened for despatch of business 
"\vithin three \.Veeks from date of the 
offer. Again, Sir, that the Govern
ment did not think well' before acting 
is evident from the correspondence 
which has been published. According 
to the Premier's letter, the Co11tractors 
made their offer on the 3rd of January, 

and it was accepted by letter from the 
·, 

Premier on · the following day. Such 

hasty action in a matter of such vast 
importance is incomprehensible and 
entirely inexcusable. It is indicative 
cf the hasty, slipshod man11er in which 
the business of the country is be1ing 
conducted to-tlay. Sir,I am of opinion 
that if the Government ha·d thou,ght 
well an·d .acted well t .hey would have 
respectfully declineq the cff er of tl1e 
railway Contractors. First-Because 
the Contractors are engaged in the ex
penditure of millions of dollars on be
half of the public, and have entered 
into enormou ~l (~on1tractual obligations 
to tl1e public (~ :i tending over a number 
of years for the proper performance of 
works essential to the conduct of trade 
and commerce and the general well
being of the people, and therefore the 
Government of the Colony, who are 
public trustees, should be in a position 
unhampered by any sense of o bliga
tion to those Contractors. As p11blic 
trustees the Government in the dis
charge of their duties must necessar
ily be called upon fr0m time to time 
to exercise firmness, and it may be 
compulsion, and, in the discha:r;ge of 
these duties, they should be entirely 
unfettered. They cannot be unfettered 
if tl'tPY recognize a sense of obligation. 
And, if they did not recognize it they 
\vould be something less than h u
man. B11t, in tl1e letter of acceptance 
\vhich has been published the pres
ent Government do recognize the ob
ligation, for t11ey say to the Railway 
Contractors "Your contribu1tion , v.rill 
reli1eve the Public T1reasury from the 
burden of constructing Sanitoria in .the 
city a11d outports.'· This to my mind 
was a 11ighly improper position for the 
Colony rto be placed in. The Treasury 

' 
did not require to be relieved of the ex-
penditure of a hundred thousand dol
la.rs, for, do we not boast of hundreds 
of thousands of surplus revenue? Sir, 
I submit that if the erection of Sani
toria for consumptives is desirable or 

requisite, then the Government should 

erect them and a void an obligation 
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that is impolitic and must prove em
barrassing. Secondly, the Govern
ment if they had thought well and act
ed well would have respectfully de
clined the off er of rthe Railway Con
tractors, because, they are not in a 
osition at the present time to properly 

determine whether the erection of 
seveniteen Sanitoria in this Colony is 
either necessary or desirable. What 
competent authority has advised the 
Government as to the necessity or de
sirability? There ca.n be no shadow of 
a doubt but thrut it is most undesirable 
if it . is not necessary. So far as I am 
a ware there are only six Sta~e Sani
toria in the United States to meet rthe 
requirements of a population of more 
than ninety millions of people. Of 
course there are private instituitions. 
Here the State proposes to maintain 
tl1ree times as many to meet the alleg
ed requirements of less ithan a quarter 
of a million people. What will the out
side world think? What can they 
thinlr? They can alone suppose that 
Newfoundland is a veritable hotbed of 
the deadliest disease thart afflicts the 
hl1man race. Is it wise to give such an 
impression? During the past year the 
Premier has been announcing through 
the press, over and over again, that 
world wide tourists had suddenly 
discovered thart Newfoundland is a 
perfect paradise and as a consequence 
th~y had placed the Colony on their 
visiting lists. The Colonial Secre
tary has been advertising the Colony 
in the "Standard of Empire' 'as the 
"Norway of the New World; a land 
of surpassing beauty and of rare in
terest for the traveller." Let it once 
be known abroad that seventeen Sani
toria for consumptives have had to be 
erected in this small Colony of 230,000 
'.people,and N e 1w:foundlan·d will n1otf only 
be 9-ropped from the visiting lists of 
t"urists, but irt will be shunned as a 
Leper C0lony is. Then again, Sir, is 

it not pose.ible to believe that such an 

alarming proclamation may have a 

damaging effect upon the export of our 
staple product? But, le1t me turn back 
to my question,-vVhat co1rpetent 
auithority has advised the Government 
that this vvholesale erection of Sani
toria is necessary? In the opening 
Speech three years ago the Govern
ment announced that "the State 
should assume rthe responsil1ility of en
deavouring to arrest ·the spread of con
sumption," but it was only last year 
that a Commission was appointed to 
deal with the subject. Have the Gov·
ernment acited upon the advice of that 
Commission in accepting the off er of 
the Railway Contractors? I cannot as
sume that such is the case, for these 
gentlemen are far too intelligent to 
suggesit such an absurdity as the erec-
tion of sixteen Sanitoria to cost three 

thousand dollars each. What is a 
Sanitarium? Dr. Knopf, di.rector of the 
National Association for tl1e study and 
prevention of 1tuberculosis, and a world 
renowned authority, says, "A modern 
Sanitorium for the treatment of con
sumption is an institution usually es
tablished in a healthy locality, some
what elevarted, relatively free from 
dust an·d traffic, whe·re only patie·nts 
suffering from tuberculosis are re
ceived." It is important to note that 
in a Sanitarium for consumptives only 
consumptive paitients may be receiv
ed for treatment, so the sixteen build
ings proposed to be erected in the out
ports may not be used as cottages or 
general hospitals. The next quesrticn 
that arises is, What is the usual cost 
of a properly equipped Sanitarium? 
Dr. J. Walker when addressing a pub
lic meeing recently in London in re
gard to the tuberculosis Sanitorium 
proposed to be erected under the Na
tional Insurance Bill said, "The cost 
of a properly equipped Sanitorium 
was roughly One hundred a11d fifty 
pounds sterling, or Seven hu11dred 
and fifty dollars per bed." It will be 

observed then that the three thousand 

dollar buildings that the Government 
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prcpose to take over and maintain 
w·ould each only provide for foUir pa
tients. Would it not be the height of 
absurdity for the Government to as .. 
sume the costly maintenance of such 
buildings when tl1ese four patients 
might be treated with equal satisfac
tion in thelr own homes. I make the 
assertion upon the testimony of Pro
fessor Austin Flint, M.D., of Harvard 
University, a well known writer on 
tuberculosis. He strongly re·CO·m
mends hygienic treatment in the 
home, and adds "Ii ving out of doors 
as muc·h as possibJe is ai1 imp·ortant 
part of hygienic treatment. Abundant 
nutritio.us diet, embracing fatty arti
cles of food in as large a p.rop.o·rtion 
as the appetite will allow' , ; and he 
contends that 'the moral effect of con
sumptives congregating is often un
favorable." I make the assert:on upon 
the testimony of Dr. Knopf, o.f New 
York, dire1ctor o.f the National Asso
ciation for the study ai1d p.revention 
of tuberculosis, who propounds the 
question "Can the treatmPnt of con
sumption be caried out with. satisfac
tory results outside of an institution,'' 
and answers it in the affi1·n1n.ti,'e. 
When addressing a conference held 
in Ottawa in 1902, Dr. Kno·pf said 
"Consumption wa.s not curable by 
quacks. The sole rerrLedy was judi
cious use o.f fre·sh air, 01f God's sun
shine, water, an abundance of goo·d 
food with helpful medicine." Aga.in, 
Sir, I know of no sufficient data upon 
which the Commission appointe1d by 
the Government last year to deal with 
the question of consumption could 
possibly base such a, .recommendation. 
Could they be guided by our vital 
Sta;tistics? I do not think so, and 
they certainly have not had either the 
time or opportunity to obtain more 
accurate informatio·Ii. Now with re-

gard to our Vital Statistic·s. I am no~ 

at all satisfied 'that the • alarming 
statements we have he·ard and seen 
in the newspapers in respect to the 
prevalence of con.sumption in this 
country are justi.fJable. Those state
ments, doubtless made in good faith 
and with the very best motives, are 
based upon what are termed Vital 
Statistics, compiled by the Re·gistrar 
General. The Registrar General is 
a capable, pa.instaking, a.nd most es
ti1:r:a ble publ:c official,but he will tell 
you that in compiling his statistics 
he has to be guided abso1 utely by the 
returns he receives. Such ,returns as 
he received from skilled medical prac
titioners are no doubt cor,rect. But a 
large prop·ortion of the returnB re
ceived ~re not from medical men, for 
the very good reason t·hat the bulk 
01f the population reside in hamlets 
far remote from medic·al supervision 
or attendance. The law recognizes 
this and p,rovides that clergymen, and 
lay readers, may fill in the returns as 
to cause of death. Our clergymen 
are not skilled physicians, and I most 
respectft1lly submit that their ;returns 
cannot be accepted without question 
in dealing with this important mat
ter. In Pagan tin1es, and down 
throug·h tl1e early years o,f Christian
ity the clergy we.re recognized as 
physjcians. Subsequently they be
came lawyers, but to-day, holy orders 
is no more a guarantee· of medical 
skill than of the proficiency in. the 
Institutes o.f Blac·kstone or Chitty, 
most excellent gentlemen most of 
them, and they do thei.r best to fulfill 
the duty imposed upon tb.e1n by the 
law, but to say that they are com
petent to .pronounce upon diseases 
would be to attribute to them super
h.uman powers, and th.at I am not 
prepared to do. They certify to the 
best of their belief, but, thei,r belief 

is not based upon scientific know-
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ledge, a.nd my legal friends will read
ily admit that such certificat0s would 
not be received as reliable evidence 
in any court of law. Now then, sir, 
after going ca.reifully into tl1e ques
tion of these Vital Statictics with the 
Registrar Genera.I what do I find? 
Why, that nearly two-tl1irds of the 
deaths returned as from consumption 
are certified as such by gentlemen 
who, I most respectfully submit,wo11ld 
not be regarded as, competent author
ity by any court of law. Out of 692 
deaths in 1910 alleged to· ha\re l)een 
from consumption 390 were c~rti.fied 

by clergymen and even less co1npe-
tent pe,rsons. Are those lhe statis-
tics upon which we are going LO brand 
this country as a hotbed of C()11St!rr1p

tion by maintaining in ev.ery district 
a monument of folly? Are these the 
sta:tistics upon which we are going 'to 
involve this country in large anr.l un
limited expenditu.re fo·r maint9nance 
or those seventeen Sanitoria? L·~t us 
pause before we commit s.ucl1 an 
egregious blunder. Further, si i~ , dur
ing my thirty ye:J,rs of public life I 
have come into clo1se touch with our 
people in nearly every s·ettlement in 
the Colony, and I have not obser,red 
that outward appearance of cons,1mp
tion . that would lead me to concur i11 

the al :irming repo.rts and the \1'ital 
Statistics upon which the Government 
appear to have based their action. 
That consumption exists in ·every dis
ti:ict is no. doubt true. That it pre
vails to an alg,r·ming extent in this 
~ity is probably correct, but not sur
prising when we have regard to the 
filth and dust and lack of 1 ""OpP;r 
sanitation that p,reva.il here. ·r11~lt 

ev~erything necessary should be Jone 
to prevent the spread of consumption 
and to stamp it out where it exists 
goes ·without question. But don't let 

us be led by fads and fancies into a 

course of action destructive of the 
m aterial interests of the country and 
that will lead to a waste of the public 
funds. The c·ost of the erection of 
seventeen Sanitoria is a mere baga
telle compared with the perpetual 
charge upon the revenue fo,r their 
p roper conduct and maintenance. Let 
us remember that consumption is ai1 
endemic disease habitually pr.e.valent 

' 
the world over, a11d let is learn by ex-
perience of other countries what our 
proper course of action should be. 
We know that this disease existed 
460 ye ':\rs before the birth of Christ, 
for Hippocrates, the most celebrated 
physician of antiquity, describes it. 
From his day down through two 
tho11sand years and more scientific 
men and philanthropists and gove,rn
ments the world over have been try
ing to cope with this disease. Every 
age~ every country, every school of 
n1edic·al science has been practicing 
its favourite panacea, and yet to-day 
we are told that tl1e world yields up 
One million a,nd ninety-five thousand 
of its inhabitants eacJi year to this 
disease, that is to say three thousand 
persons every day. The death rate 
from consumption is 1ower in England 
a.nd in Ge.rmany than in other coun
tries. Can we profit by that know
ledge? I think so. Germany is ahead 
of other civilized nations in re·cogniz
ing the economic val u,e o,f caring for 
the people. Prof. MacSweeny, brac
ter'iologist to the Lo,cal Government 
Bo '.l.rd in Ireland states that "Ger
many leads the world to-day in 
stamping out the white pilague." How! 
Not b·y multiplication of sanitoria but 
by bettering the condition of the 
labouring classes. In eighteen y·ears 
from 1885 to 1903 the enormous sum 
of two hundred and sixty-four mil
lion four hundred and seventy thous-

and dollars were expended to that 
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end and up to the close of tl1e year 
1904, the sum of forty-four million 
five h undre·d thousand dollars were 
expended in improved dwellings for 
the working classes. That says Pro
fesso.r MacSweeney is the secret of 
Germany's success in ·dealing with 
consumption. The death ,rate f,r,om 
consumption in England is lower than 
in any other country being les.s than 
fifteen hundred to the mill'ion of the 
population For fifty years England 
has had its sanatoria, and ev·e,rything 
that science and experience have sug
gested has been brought into· prac._ 
tice in dealing with consumption, and 
what has been the result of the test'? 
We have it indicateg in a recent ;re

port by Dr. Balstrode, one of the 
medic '.11 inspecto1rs of the local Gov
ernment Board. His report decla.res 
that the fall in the death rate from 
consumption in England may b·e at
tributed to better sa.nitation, and bet-, 
ter c·onditions of living. An·d he at
ftrms that "in the suppressing o '"! con
sumption money will be more profit
ably spent in raising the standard of 
·health by good food, go~d clothing, 
and clean comfortable homes, th.an 
in building a.nd maintaining co,stly 
Sanitoria." Sir, need I go further to 
prove that the ·Government have not 
thought well or ac1ted well in their 
dealing with the question o·f consump
tion? Is it not clear from the experi
enc·e of England and Germany that 
the proper way to deal with consump
tion in this country is to so· .readjust 
the tariff as that the fishermen an·d 
lab,oring cila.sses s,hall b.e bette·r f:e.d, 
better clothed and better housed than 
they are at present? If it be co;rrect, 
as alleged, that consumption prevails 
to an ala.rming degree in this land, 
then, we may c·onclu·de from Dr. Bal-

strode's report tl1at the cause may be 

very largely attributed to privation 

consequent upon excessive taxation, 
and the .r,emedy is to be found not in 
Sanitoria but by hygienic treatment 
in the homes and in enabling the 
masses to provide for then1selves bet
te,r food, better clothes and better 
homes. This can be done and it can 
only be don.e by 1reducing or remo·v
ing al toge·ther the ta.xes upon the 
p·rime nec·essaries of liife. I believe, 
Sir, that against the plain cold logic 
of this proposition no p·ractical objec
tions can be sustained. I will say then, 
in conclusion to the Gove.rnmen.t, re-

' 
duce yo11r taxes to the full a:rp.ount 
oif your surplus revenue; stop your 
wasteful expenditure, and you will do 
more to s1tamp out cons11mption than 
if you spent millions in Sanitor·ia. Re
fuse to do this, and you will be guilty 
in the sight of God and men o·f con
ti11uing a policy which by its tenden
cy to rob the people of bette.r food, 
better clothes and better homes, will 
fill your Sanitoria, and fasten upon 
this people a pathetic burden of 
ruined hopeg. I beg to move the 

. following Amendment to the Addrress 
in Reply. After the wo,rd, Legislature, 
inse,rt the words: 

"But humbly re.present that . having 
regard to the acknowledg.ed injury re
sulting to the fishe1rmen a.nd working 
classes of the Colony by reason of the 
burden of taxation,and to the fact al
so tl1at they fee1 most se,rious1y the 
increased cost of living in this coun
try, it is the duty of the G.overnme,nt 
to imn1ediately readjust the tariff so 
a.s to plac·e tea, sugar, po,rk. a.nd ot '-
er p.rime necessaries on wh'ich taxes 
are now imposed, on the free list. 
Further, that h.aving regar·d to the 
dig·n.ity, the cr·ed'it, ~nd the author'ity 
of tl1is House. which are seriously 
thr eatened by the Gove ~~nment accept
ing gifts f,rom those un·d·er contract-
11al obligations to the Colony for 
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c·arrying out of large publlc works 
it is imperatively demande·d that the 
offer of the Railway Contractors to 
conf e,r such gifts be respectfully de
clined." 

MR. SHEA-Mr. Speaker, in rising 
to support the Amendment just pro
oo.sed. I would like to say a few words 
with regard to the Spe·ech from the 
Throne, the speech of the Govern
ment of the da.y. I know, Sir, that 
tlie Sp·eecli from t11e Throne.. PS a 
rule, has never been very ac·c·eptable 
to members on the oppos'ition side of 
the House. I have hea.rd during the 
years that I have been in this House, . 
the, Srpeech from the Throne charac· 
t4~-ri7ed as ·va ni d. meanin o.·lpss and ::is 
the Rt. Hon. the leader of the oppo
sition has sa'id. more re111arkable fo;r 
what wa.s n·ot in it, than for what it 
contained. I think that in the present 
case, such criticism by the Opposition 
will be borne out by the general pub· 
lie. for it is many year .. s since suc:h a 
frothy production was placed befo·re 
the House f.o·r consideration. I hear·d 
a gentleman on Water Street pass 
what I conside.r wa.s a very fair criti
cism of it. He said it was the kind 
of document tha,t generally came from 
one of our Societies, in the shape of 
the Annual Report) such as from the 
Bene"'{1olent Irish S 0 ciety, or the Brit
ish Society, recapitulating all the ev
en.ts ta.ken pa.rt in by the society dur
ing the yea.r, and winding up with the 
staterrent that the financi~l condition . 
of the society was all that c·ould be 
desired. I think that the comparison 
is more than appropriate. As my 
Hon. friend, Mr. Kent eaid of it th·e 
other d.ay the're were a good 
many words in it, b11t ver·y little sub
s1tance. Wa did not expect such a 
speech as · this from the present A·d
tninistration. Such a speech coming 
·from the late government or the 

one p,reced'ing it might have been 
passed over without notice, but com
ing from a government that sailed 
into power taking the people under its 
speci '11 care, that claimed to be a gov
ernment for the people, by the peo
ple, and of the pe·ople, it was a most 
ext ~.aordinary production. For, Sir, 
where do the people come in in this 
s1>eech? They are quite forgotten, ig
nored. Tl1is is not an ordinary gov
ernment, it is a people's government, 
which has been ruling for the past 
thr·ee years and hopes to keep in 
p,owe.r f·Orr th,e ·next 8 or 9 years. 

The first paragraph of the Speech 
is more o,r le·ss of Impe' i:::i 1 intPrest, 
dealing with the visit of their M8r 
jesties to their Indian Empire. and 
the Duke of Connaught's appointment 
to Cs. nada. Well, Sir, I am sure 
that we all hope that good results 
will follow from tl1e Duke's appoint
ment, and that the visit of their Ma
jesrties will be most fruitful, and be of 
g,reat benefit to ·the Empire. The se
cond paragraph h::ts also an Imnerial 
bearing. and deals with the Festival 
of Empire, in which this Colony took 

a part, and about which there has 
been so much s l. id in this Legisla
ture. Now, Sir, I would not like to 
say anything dispa.raging of such an 
enterprise, but I would like to know 
what it will cost the people of this 
Colony. I have heard variou.s esti
mates of its cost, some placing it in 
the neighbourhoo·d of $25,000 or over, 
that amount. I was in England last 
summer, and I visited the Festival 
more than once, and I heard a good 
deal about it, and from all I could gar 
ther, I heard that the exhibition was 
an absolute failure. I don't say that 
Newfoundland's exhibit was a failure, 
it was a ve·ry creditable exhibit but 
the whole exhibition itself was a com· 
plete failure. On one occ·asion when I 
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visite·d the Newfoundland ward, 
the.re were not a half dozen people 
in it all the time. The grounds were 
desolate, and the exhibirtion as a 
whole seemed deserted. It is very 
doubtful to me whether any results 
will accrue to this coun(try 01r not 
from taking pa rt in it, and if as re
ported the cost is to be in the neigh
bourhood of $15,000 or $20,000, then 
we shall pay wel~ for a.nything we 
shall get out of it. Now, Si.r, the 
next para.graph is a very important 
one, and it refers to the prosperity 
which we are enjo;ring in this coun
try. There c·an be no question about 
this, for we are enjoying a prosperity 
unprec·edented in the colony's hist
ory. We all rejoice, the whole com
m unity rejoices t'o see the colony in 
.such a prospe,rous condition. But, Sir, 
one would suppose, that before this 
Governmen1t c"me in, we were in dis
tress, in the throes of despair, that 
we were bankrupt, and that the pres
ent pe,riod of prosperity is ·dne simp
ly a.nd solely to the present Adminis
tration. But this is not so. During 
the last 4 yea:-8 the late Administra
tion was in power, the country was 
just as prosperous, and the gove,rn
me·nt was piling up. surp111ses every 
year, and moreover placing mon 9Y to 
the credit of a reserve fund. The only 
thing that can be s 1.id is that the 
present Government did not stop the 
p1rosperity and prog,ress. If you . l.ook 
around you must ask yourself the 
question, What have the present Gov
ernment to do with prosp( ~ity o.f the 
country? Where do they come in? 
These are q_uestions any man on the 
street can answer. The p·resent Gov
ernment have as m11ch to do with the 
prosperity of the c.ountry as the·y 

have with the chang·es of the weather. 

They are both dependent on higher 

. 
causes-causes which thi.s Govern.- -· 
ment or any other Gove·rnment ·does 
not dare think o.f controlling. And 
yet a p _ 1ragraph is p11t in the Speech 
as if the Government were contribut
ing to the prosperity of the country, 
The prosperity is brought about by a 
condition of things ove1r which the 
Government have no control; and the 
same power that brought prosp·erit}~ 

here fifty, thirty or twenty years ago 
b rings it here now. When a fisherman 
in Torbav or elsewhere b,rings 

~ . 

• 
Ill 

five quintals of fish an·d conv·erts it 
in four weeks into twenty five do1lars 
cash that is the ·c.ause of the prosper
ity; and it will b·e thus until the end 
of time. As the Rt. Hon. Lea.de,r o.f 
the Opposition has said notwithstand
ing all this pirospe.rity; notwithstand
ing· the fact that for the past three 
years the Government have collected 
large revenues-and eve·ry th!ree 
montl1s or so we read in th3 p.apeirs 
supporting the Government 0 1f the 
large sum~ of mo·ney c·oming in-not
withstanding all this, what have the 

Gove·rnment done. Have they reduc
ed taxation by one cent during the 

• 
three years which they have been In 
powe.r? Although 'in the first speech 
to the Legislatu.re we were told that 
th.e Gover·nment advocated the reduc
tion of taxation; they have not taken 
one cent o.ff the necess'l~rie·s oif life 
although in this Colony the c·ost of 
living within this last ten yea.rs has 
increased over 40%. No Sir. The· policy 
of the Government has been to spen·d 
this money. To cast it to the four 
winds o·f heaven: the only spe·cula
tion being that the "four winds" 
should blow steadily on those support
ing the Government. Where. is. the 
l)lroject that h 1.S come from the Gov
ernment the past four years that has 

fructified? Wh'ere is the Cold Storage 
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• 

scheme of last year .and the ye·ar b'e
f ore? Whe.re is the c .old Storage 
scheme that we deb ::1ted over last 
year? It has vanished in tl1in a:i,r. The 
Premier the other evening, debating 

would like to kn·ow whrut it cost , this 
Colony. We have also ha·d other ex
hibitions in different C'llitports of the 
Colony; and there was one thing ~ that 
'I wa.s told something about that . I 
feel I should speak .of here in the 
House. The1re was an Exhibition in 

on this point refer.red to similar 
s·chemes during the Bond Adminis-
t ration. But he did not s.ay to this 
House how the opposition papers at
tac·ked thes.e schemes and abused and 
vili.fied the men who c·a.me in here to 
inaugurate them. The pape·r·s abused 
Mr. Mai1r and1

• Mr. Flett so much that 
they drove the bulk of them out of 
the country and one nearly to his 
d·eath. Then there is another parar
graph which refers to the Agricultural 
policy of the Government. Well after 
the exhaustive mann·er in which the 
Le·1der of the Opposition dealt with 
this subject I do not mean to say 
much on it; but I will say this, as far 
as the policy o.f the P·r·esent Govern
ment is conce,rned with agriculture, 
it has been so far only a policy of ex
penditure. That is all that can b·e 
said a bout it. The one thing that 
ha.s distinguished the ·policy of the 
present Government has be·en the re-
versal of the policy inaugurated by 
the late Governm·ent. The first 
thing they did was to remove the 
model farm and dismiss the expert 
who was brought down h·ere to ta.ke 
charge o.f it. What will be tl1e res111t 
of tl1e present policy remains to be 

seen. They have spent large s11ms 
ot money in c·ar1rying out thaJt policy. 
Members of this House have received 
large sums for going th·rough the 

country, distributin·g literatu1re and 
forming societies , and the result of 
that policy is in the dim distant fu
ture. Now a wo·rd in reference to 
the Ag.riculturaJ Exhibitions. Mr. 

Speaker we ha·d a. very creditable 

hibition h·ere in St. John's; but 

ex-

I 

. 
Burin last year previous to the elec-
tion there. I do not know if what I 
heard is true, but I have it on very 
good authority, and I feel I should 
speak of it; and find O·Ut if it is part 
of the p.resent Government's policy _of 
Agriculture. It was said th.at the ex

hibits at that Burin exhibition wer'e 
purchased afterwards by the Govern
ment a.t high prices. Not only w.e1re 
they purchase·d by the G,ove·rnment, 
but they weTe sent on here and sold 
privately, or semi privately by the 
Government at the Ag1ricultural 
stables at a serious loss. to th.e Gov
ernment. Why was th·is ·done.? I 
never heard of an exhibition where 
this was ·done before. -If it is true 
it does not refle1ct any credit on the 
depa.rtment of Agriculture. J do not 
say it 'is true, but if it is capable' of de
nial no doubt it will be denied f1r1om 
the other side of the House. I ~ am 
glad to know that the · Government· in
tend to finish the· railway extension 
I ha.ve been a suppo.rter of railways 
ever sinc·e I entered this House, an·d I 
hope to continue on as long as. I h.ave 
a seat here. I believe in .raJlways 
right ·down to the ground. ' I b·elieve 
in a railway policy if judiciously 
car,ried out, a,nd' the money is sp.ent 
judiciously in connection with 1 'it. I 
believe in bu·ilding railways ev.en 
where the1re is no· traffic. I ·believe 
that the railway will make the traffic. 

· The effect of railway construction in 
eve.ry succ·essful country has b·e·en 
that the mo·re railways you ·build · the 
more you want. The only ,position I 
take in this matter ·is whethe·r the 
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country can affor·d to build these 
railways without being embar1rasse·d. 
If we are to build th·ose railways, as 
the Rt. Hon. Leader of Opposition has 
said it is a.pparent to every man in 
this House and outside it, that we ar'e 
not going to ·do it with the four mil
lion dolla.rs we borr·owed two years 
ago, when three quairters of that is 
gone now. If we have to comnlete 
the rem'l.ining railway branches we 
wi.11 have to borrow money to do it. 
The·n there is anothe,r Ii ttle parag!raph 
which is somewhat of an Imperial 
character. It refers to the visit of 
His Excellency the ·Governor, to the 
King at Balmor·aI. and it is both in
te,resting and instructive, and I am 
sure that any of us who have the 

pleasure of personal acquaintance 
with His Excellency will understand 
how thoroughly he enjoyed that visit. 

Now, Si.r, the people of this co11ntry 
are war.ranted in expecting great 
things from the present Government. 
They were led to expect that w.hen 
this Government came in they would 
do .great things. for the country and 
the people, they were the People's 
Government. T·hey are in three 
years now, and what ha,ve they done 
so far? That ·is a question that will 
have to be answered in the not fa.r 
dista.nt future. They have spent a 
lar·ge sums of money. With what 
result? These are questions the elec
torate will be .called upon to decide 
at the next election. Whether the 

'-large revenues collected by the Gov-
e,rnment have been judiciously ex-
pended or whether they have been 

• 
this House go before the trib11nal of 
public opin'ion, and I have no doubt as 
what will be the answer of the elec
torate of this ·country; and I have no 
·doubt, Sir, that at the next election 
the membe,rs of that Government will, 
politically, be releg·ated to that bourne 
whence no traveller returns, a.nd in 
the interest, Sir, of the country, may 
that day be not far distant. 

RT. H 0 N. p R r M E M ~ N rs TE R .-Tl1 e 
Hon. member for St. John's East, Mr. 
Speaker, m3r regarded friend Mr. Shea , 
summarily disposes of u1s in his. closing 
remarks though I believe he d('es not 
really mean to kill or an11ihilate the 
members of the present G·over11ment 
and send us to th~t bourne from \Vhich 
no traveller returns. 

MR. SH EA.-I said, politically. 

cast to the four winds of heaven? 
Whether the ·different ·departments of 
the Government have been judicious 
in the'ir ·expenditures, and what they 
have to sho·w for such expenditure? 
These are questions which will have 
·to be answe·red when the members of 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
Hearing that correction I have r10 
fault, Mr. Speaker, to find with the 
Hon. member's speech. He was tem
perate and argumentative, and he dif
fered on nearly e.,.v-ery point from his 
leader-especially in endorsing the 
rail,vay policy of the present Govern
menit and, indeed, the railvvay policy 
generally. I repeat that I tl1ink we 
lTlay feel satisfied that his speech this 
evening has more than endorsed our 
railway policy and I congratulate him 
on his honesty in giving us this testi
monial. He is altogether too honest to 
be in the Oppositio11, and though, to 
my knowledge,'he has had associations 
that would corrupt almost anyone, he 
still contrives to retain that original 
honesrty for which I hope he \vill long 
ccntinue to be noted. He is frank 
enough. moreover, to admit that he has 
heard for many years in this House 
the same old terms applied to the Gov
ernor's s1)eech from the Opposition 
benches-that i1t is vapid, nonsensical 
and unsatisfyi11g) and then he observes 
tl1at somebody remarked to him on 
Water Street last \veek that ~11r 

Speech from the Throne was like the 
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Annual Repol'lt of one of our city so
cieties. Whether this was intended as 
a compliment or not, I regard it as 
such, and I am sure that his col
'. :;agues, Mr. Kent and Mr. Clift, who 
sit beside hi1n, 1nust also have the 
same feeling·, because Mr. Kent has for 
yea.rs been Vice-Presidenit of the Irish 
Society and Mr. Clift Grand Master of 
the Fisb.ermen's Society and these 
gentlemen must therefore, if they did 
not write these reports themselves, 
have pla·yed an imporitant part in the 
composition of them. Persoiially, 
though I may be considered oldfashion
ed, I never fail to read these annual 
reports of the Societies, and find them 
very interesting material, telling·, as 
they do, the hisitory of the effort made 
by these important bodies amongst us 
to uplift not only their own members 
rut the community in general; and if 
th e Government has done noithing else 
except in1itate, in the Speech from the 
Throne, these very fine productions, I 
think its efforts have not been in vain. 

There were a few points made by 
lVIr. Shea to which I shall briefly refer. 
The fi rst relates to some animals pur
cl1ase·d at the Burin Agricultural show 
by the Government and sold here in 
St. John's later at a loss. It is quite 
true that this was done. The explana
tion is rthat the Committee at Burin, 
conducting the exhibition who had giv
en months of their time gratuitously, 
advised that some of the cattle exhib
ited there, which had been brought 
long distances on foot overland or by 
boat along the coast, could not be tak
en back without such outlays as would 
be a hardship on the o"\vners and re
corn mended that the Governmenrt pur
ch :tse the cattle and sell them in St. 
John's, arguing that this would be a 
stimulus to these people to engage 
n1ore extensively in cattle raising in 
future and a stimulus to the other ex
hibitors as well. Remember, however, 
that it was only these cattle that were 
purchased. The Government bought 

no orther exhibits whatever. The cattle 
were brought on here and when they 
were sold, a loss was made, but it was 
a mere bagatelle-four or five hundrsd 
dollars-compared to the beneficial ef
fect which buyi11g these cattle from 
the owners had on encourag.ing agri
culture in the district generally. 

MR. SH EA.-Iit vvould be a very bad 
principle to go on, if you had to buy 
all the cattle at these exhibitions. 

RT. HON PRIME MINISTER.-! ad
mit that generaly the principle would 
be bad, but this was an exceptional 
case and I think rthis explanation will 
satisfy the Hon. member. If, however, 
he desires further details the Govern-
ment has nothing to hide in the mat
ter and the Department gladly courts 
the fullest criticism. 

The Hon. member next asserts that 
the Festival of Empire, as a whole, 
was not successful financially. That 
may be so; I cannot say how it result
ed as a commercial venture, but I can 
say that our part in iit was a complete 
success. I visited it myself on half a 
dozen occasions and had an opportun
ity of addressing more than a thousa11d 
people on one occ~tsi0n in one of the 
great halls, and of describing New
foundland and its opportunities. Then, 
daily. people from all parts of the 
world were ·viewing our exhibits and 
realizing what our country can pro· 
duce. Further, all the great illustrat
ed papers had photos of our court and 
numerous artjcles on ot1r opportunities 
for a desirable investment. Moreover, 
l\/Ir. Outerbridge, tl1e Chairman of our 
Committee, a gentleman not specially 
identified with the policy of this Gov
ernment, who devoted ma11y \veeks 
while in London, besides all the time 
h e gave to it here, to promoting the 
successs of our part of tl1e show,declar
ed in a report he made ito the Board of 
Trade recently that this Colony's ey

hibit was an unqualified suc.cess . an,d 
that not only would the C·olony benefit 
·ind.irectly but wa's already beginning to 

I 
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benefit directly, as capiitalists were 
planning the investment of money in 
. the .development of our resou.rces; so 
that itf the Festival ensures the opening 

of one mine or one mill it will more 
than justify the parit we took in it. 

The Hon. member then asked what 
' became oif the Government's Cold 
Stor·age Schemes? The Gove1rnment, £ 
might remind him, has only been 
identified with one that introduced 

' 
here last year, the contract with 
Trefethen and Lord. The Govern
ment made inqui,ries about these peo
ple and was assur·ed by its financial 
a:gents that they were· perfectly re
putable. The delay in their under
taking operation is, I understa.nd, a 
mere question of money. The ven
ture is a large on·e. They have tden
tified themselves with capitalists in 
Ame·rica and two of our leading Wa
ter Street merchants are local direc
tors of the enterp1rise, men whose 
names, when mentioned, will be a suf' .. 
ficient guarantee that these people 
mean business, but ·even if they never 
co·m.e here· will this scheme be an·y 
worse than others that have been 
introduced into this House in the 
past?-such as the Cold Storage 
schemes fathered by Mr. Wright un
der the late· administration and sup
ported by nearly every me·mber now 
on the Opposition side. Of course, 

. the Opposition, having no better ma
-terial at hand, is making oif this mat
ter a weapon with which to· attack 
the Government, apparently desiring 
to have the public believe that ''no
thing good can come out of Nazar
eth.'' If, however, this. and all the 
other ventures of the p·resent Minis
try, cold stor·age, coal 'exploration, 
peat working and other projects~that 
up to the present time have not 
brought forth fruit, fail to do so later, 
the colony is no wo1rse off than! when 

similar schemes were put through by 
our predecessors, of which Ministry 
Mr. Shea was a member. Take, fox 
instance, Sir Robert Bond's bill to 
promote the 
Bell Island. 
land was to 

smelting of iron ore on 
According to this the 

flow with milk an·d ho-
ney. Everybody was to be irich be
yond the dreams of a varic·e. But 
seven or eight years have pass.ed. 
Wh 2t smelting has taken place? I 
say this in no sense of criticism or 

# 

reproof. Such would come· with ill 
g1race from me, as I was a party to 
the measure and supported it myself. 
I mention it merely to explain our po
sition, just as I recall Mr. Thompson 
and his Fog Free Zone Scheme. It 
is five years now since that p·roject 
was launched he.re. I supported it, 
not that I altogether believed in it, 
because I said at the· time that it 
seeme·d to me too goo·d to be true·; 
but I took the position that if it ever 
materialized, that if the country 
could,_ for $75,000 a yea.r, get a 
weekly service of four-day boats trom 
the Old Country, we would be fully 
justified in providing such a contribu-
tion. Where is that scheme now? 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-You know 
where it is. You have c·orrespon· 
dence on the matte,r. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-! know 
I have a letter askin.g for an exten
sion. But what I say is that nothing 
ha.s been done. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-And they 
were making the survey. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER- The 
survey was a blind. 

RT. HON. SIR R .. BOND.-I will 
discuss that later. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER-I will 
d'iscuss it any time you wish. I say 
I kn·ow that the survey was a blind; 
throwing d ·ust in the eyes of the 
people. 

, 

• 
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RT. HON S1IR R. BOND.-1 thought 
you knew nothing about it. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-! sai-d 

nothing of the sort. However, I think 
the Rt. Hon. gentleman might let me 
pr·oceed. I dld not interrupt him 
during his. speech. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-That ·is 
so. I beg your pardon. 

RT. HON. PRIME MIN ISTER .·-.A.s 
I said, I have a letter asking for an ex
tension. Nothing has been don1_~ in 
the. past five years and the parties 
want an extension of time. The pro
ject is now in the same position UB it 
was five years ago. It has come to 
nothing so far. I supported that con; 
tract and I defended it when . it \Vas 

bitterly assailed both ih the House and 
outside; and I would be prepared to 
support it now if it was likely to be 
carried out. So much for the sp_eech 
of the Hon .. member for St. John's 
East. 

The Rt. Hon. Leader of the Opposi
tion has treated us this afternoon to a 
very interesting speech from many 
standpoints,ithough most o.f it was ·in an
ticipatio11 of the subject v;iith which I 
hope rto deal next Tuesday-Tubercu
losis. As I have already giv:en no
tice that I propose to submit resolu
tions on this subject on that date, I 
shall not now go into details, but con
tent myself with two or three refer
ences to the effort made this afternoon 
by the Rt. Hon. gentleman to have it 
appear outside, if not inside, this 
House that something wrong has been 
done by the acceptance of the gift of 
$100,000 from Messr·s. Rei-d to,wards, th.e 

prevention of tuberculosis. We have 
been told, forsooth, that there has 
been a breach of some old startute of 
Edward IV. or Charles II. who have 
been reposing for centuries in West
minster Abbey, and that it is uncon
stitutional and criminal for the Gov
ernment to accept gifts of this narture. 
With all respect to the Rt. Hon. gentle
man~ and to his great ind us try in 

searc'hing for .an·d discovering the,se o1cl ~ 
precede11ts, I car1 assure him ithat he · 
has entirely missed the principle un-
derlying these cases. The statutes ., 
q uotGd by him refer entirely to per
sonal gifts to the Crown and were in-_ -
tende·d to, prevent such gifts becaus:e1': 

they sa\rored of corruption. Of course, 
if the gift of Messrs. Reid were of a 
personal nature to the Crown or the 
members of the Government, Sir Rob- 
ert Bond's arguments might be ger
mane, for rthis would put the gift on an 
entirely different basis; but the gift in , 
question is a gift to the country, to 
the thousands among us who will die 
if something is not done to alleviaite · 
their suffering. The Gov-ernment is.· 
riot frightened by the. Rt. Hon. gentle
man's allegation that the constitution 
is being jeopardized. His argument jg . 

· entirely unfounded in this regard. 

RT. H 0 N. SI R R. BON D.-I Will ' 
prove that to you later. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-You. 
may try to do so but I do not think you 
will even convince yourself. I repeat 
that you are absolutely wrong. The 
youngest law student could see · at a 
glance that there is no analogy . be
tween this gift and gifts such' as are 
barred by the statutes of Charles II. 
There is no reason why the Govern
ment should not accept this gift. We 
are the people's trustees for this splen
did offering as we are their trustees 
for all the other sums of money re
ceived by the Treasury. vVhen we go 
out of office our successors, whoever 
they may be, will be trustees for it in 
the same way. The same thing · is 
done in England every week of the 
year. Scarcely any large Institution 
there is kept up excep:t by voluntary 
subscriptions. Though controlled by 
the statute law, by the County Coun
cils and by tl1e general Government; 
they are maintained voluntarily. More~ 
over, did not the late Lady Reid add 
a large wing to the General Hospital 
when the present Leader of the OppQ-



' ' ' 

54 nousn OF ASSJ!MBLY PROCititDINGS. 

sition was Colonial Secretary and ~f it 
is wrong now to take this gift from her 
sons surely it was equally wrong then 
to take $5,000 or $10,000 from her at 
that time. It is, however, to-day, with 
the Rt. Hon. gentleman, as this House 
and the country outside can see, a case 
again exemplifying the old adage, "it 
all depends on whose ox is gored." It 
was quirte right and proper for his 
Government to take a gift from Lady 
Reid but it is altogether wrong and 
improper, and a grave constitutional 
crisis is brought about when this Gov
ernment accepts a similar gifit from 
her sons. But, Mr. Speaker, all this 
parade of constitutional issues has no 
force whatever. This Legislature is 
supreme and whatever it ratifies is the 
constitution of Newfoundland. No 
martter what the Mays, Bourinots, 
Dodds and other Parliamentary auth
orities may say, we do not care the 
snap of the finger for them, and al
though musty precedents may satisfy 
some pettifogging lawyer, they have 
no influence upon free men represent
ing free people. 

Then rthe Rt. Hon. gentleman went 
on to object to the acceptance of this 
'gjif.t by the Government with,out having 

previously obtained legislative author
ity ther1efor. Does not he· kn.ow that 
nine-tenths of the business of the coun
try is done by the· Executive in the 
sam·e way? He,with his long experie.nce, 
knows very well it is the very first 
principle of government thrut the Ex
ecutive Council, acting really as a 
Committee of the Legislature, deals 
with all matters that arise, for other
wise govenment would be impossible 
if Legislative authority had to be ob
tained before any step was taken d ur
ing the course of the year. Did the 
Rt. Hon. gentleman when he accepted 
the gift of $5,000 01r $10,000 from Lady 
Reid for the building of a wing to the 
General Hospital, wait until the Leg
islature assembled before he decided 
to accept that gift and if he did not, 

how can he fairly argue that we 
sho11ld do so now? 

The next contention he makes is that 
this gifit is unnecessary. 'I'his is an 
appropriate enough attitude on his 
part, who allowed the question to drift 
c'. t1ri11g all the time he was in office 
and never attempted to grapple wirth 
it; but we are doing things differently 
now. 

In my opinion there is no question 
about the need for sanatoria in this 
Colony. One thousand .of our people 
die every year from consumption,--50,-
000 in 1the 1ast fifty years and no at
tempt made to save them though we 
know that consumption is a prevent
able di~ease. Not alone can it be pre
vented, but it can be cured in a larg·e 
percentage of cases. The Rt. H('n. 
gen1tleman says our Vital Statistics are 
imperfect, and in some cases they are 

· sent in by clergymen, for which reason 
he appears to think that they should 
not be regarded seriously. Well, Sir, 
very often I would sooner take the 
diagnosis of clergymen on Consump
tion than that of some oither medical • 
men whom we have had in this Colony 
adv·ising Governments in this matter. 
But in our decision to grapple with 
this pro bl em we are not governed ai 
together by 1the statistics sent in from 
the outports. We know what the sta
tistics of other countries are, what 
percentage of cases and deaths cJc<:11r 
in these counrtries and if we doubt our 
own we have only to take the reJ)orts 
on tuberculosis of England, Germ9'!l.Y, 
United States, Canada and other coun
tries to be fully satisfied that the sita
tistics supplied for this Colony are 
very little, if at all, astray. But even 
if we admit thait our records regard
ing tuberculosis show our condition to 
be no worse than that of other coun
tries, the fact remains that whereas 
the rest of 1the world has been actively 
end'ea voring to grapple with this pro
blem, we have done nothing at all as 
yet in Newfoundland, so far as the 



Government is concerned, to co-operate 
with it. Four or five years ago private 
enterprise was enlisted in the matter. 
Hon. Mr. Harvey and others formed 
an Association for the Prevention of 
Consumption, which has done very 
fine work and has earned the gratitude 
of the conimunity; while other volun
teer workers have also merited a lib
eral share of praise as well. The pre
sent Go1vernment, when it iook office, 
felt that the policy of drift vvhich 
characterized my Rt. Hon. friend's 
regime, coulc 1l0 longer continue; and 
appointed a Commission on Pt1blic 
Health composed of Hon. Mr. Harvey 
and se\reral medical men, whose work 
the past three years has shown .the 

( 

great need of more drastic action and 
fully justified the policy of the Gov
ernment in regard to this matter as 
announced in the Speech from the 
Throne. It is our intention to deal 
witn every case in the Island, if pos
sible. It is not a question of cost; 
whether it will pay, or not, to under
take this work. Apart from its sad
dening· phases we have also to look at 
itl1e economic side of the pro bl em, and 
see the value, as citizens, of the thou
sands of our people afflicted with this 
dread scourge who are slowly but sure
ly going down to death. Viewing these 
facts we cannot, rich or poor, man or 
woman, get a way from our responsi
bility to deal wirth the problem. If a 
case of Smallpox or Diphtheria broke 
out in town to-day everybody would be 
alarmed. The newspapers would cry 
out, Boards of Health would be ap
pointed and every precaution taken to 
prevent our homes from infection; and 
yet, because Consumption is more in
sidious and less obftrusive as a disease, 
though thousands of cases exist around 
us, we calmly sit down and think we 
are doing our duty if we attend the 
\\"nke and the funeral. The time has 
come, in my judgment, for so1nething 

to be done and whether it rtakes the 

form of .sanatoria or hospitals matters 

not. Action must be commenced and 
I hope that within three or four years 
every case of Consumption in New
foundland will be under treartment. I 
look to these sanatoria to prove, springs 
of health in every district, places 
where, by the ministration, of compet• 
ent nurses and doctors, the best treat
ment will be obtained by patients and 
valuable information will be dissemin
ated throughout the whole commu~i

ties regarding the betterment of pub
lic health and the simple methods 
which can be utilized to .lessen the risk 
from this ·disease. The Hon. gentle
men on the other side of ·the House 
may criticii;;e as they will, burt some
thing has to be done. The wheels of 
progress in this respect must not be 
stopped and it is as unreasonable for 
my Hon. friends to oppose the attempt 
or belittle this movement as it would 
be for them to try to stop a locomo
tive in its course. 

Then, seeing the weakness of his 
case otherwise, the Rt. Hon. gentle-
1nan would have the public imagine 
that the whole work of this proposed 
new organization is to be placed in the 
hands of experimenters. The Govern
ment has no such intention. , These 
sanatoria will be handed over for the 
care of doGtors and nurses. There will 
be a fully qualified medical man as 
head of the staff at the cenitral sana
torium in St. John's and thoroughly 
experienced nurses will be attached 
to each Institution. The worst cases 
will be removed to the hospitals and 
the less serious ones will be treated in 
their homes. The Rt. Hon. gentleman 
appears to be so poorly informed on 
this subject that he actually stated 
rthat there were only six tuberculosis 
sanatoria in the United States. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Excuse 
me. Vlhat I said was that so far as 
I could learn there were only six state
owned sa11atoria. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-Ah! 
That is different and may be correct, 

• 
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burt the explanation is that there are 
so many public spirited men in the 
United States, philanthropists who do 
not bank their money_ and let the peo
ple die, but put up sanatoria and hos
pitals and orther institutions, that the 
need for the State to move in the 
matter is not so great. These . men 
give a share of their money back to 
the people, recognizing the responsi
bilities of wealith in the same way as 
Messrs. Reid are recognizing it by 
their gift. Last year more than nine
ty millions of dollars was su bscrib-. 
ed · by -private individuals in America 
to public institutions such as sanatoria 
and hospitals,. There were in 1905 only 
five sanatoria in that country while 
to-day, only seven years later, there 
are 400. Not six to-day but actually 
400 and virtually all of these built by 
privaite enterprise, paid for by men of 
wealth and dedicated to the service 
of the public. That is what the Rocke
fellers; the Carn~gies and the others 
are · doing to-day, giving back to the 
people some of the money rthey have 
made; and henoe the· State governr 
ments are not called upon to build or 
maintain these institutions. The same 
th1ng is true of England,who1r 1e all the 
grea1t hospitals for every kind of dis
e·ase are· mainly equipp·e·d and s.upport
ed by vo1l untary subscription.s but, as 
they are not state1-owned, my Rt. Hon. 
frl.end will perhaps argue that because 
the Legislature in England do not vote 
anything for these institutions the 

' 

country is without them and will have 
to wait for them until such a vote is 
made. Personally, I feel sure that 
when this question comes up for dis
cussion next week it will be agreed by 
all rthat the time has arrived when 
something really practical should be 
effected and though we may differ as 
to the best means of dealing with the 

pro bl em and the methods to be adopt~ 

ed we shall, I am satisfied,be able to 

agree on rthe main question that some-

thing must be done immediately. 

The Rt. Hon. gentleman then turned 
his attention to the branch railways 
which, without intending ito be per
sonal, seem to me to be the "red rag 
to the bull" to him, for whenever you , 
mention railways at all, unless they 
were promoted by that genitleman and 
his colleagues they are anathematized. 
According to him there is no political 
salvation either here or hereafter for 
anybody associated with railroad or 
other poli1tical policies lacking his en
dorsation · and approval. He was par
ticularly annoyed because there was a 
jubilation last autumn over the open
ing of the Bona vista Branch. It was 
perfectly right and proper for previous 
railroads to be opened . with ithe usual 
functions and formalities, but that any
body should be so bold as to open the 
Bonavista Branch with any ceremony 
whatever, because he had opposed its 
construction, is an offence againsrt his 
dignity which he resents very ve
hen1ently. But, Mr. Speaker, why 
should we not jubilate and rejoice over 
the inauguration of a large artery of 
commerce like the Bonavista branch 
railway. To be sure, if anybody had a 
right to rejoice over i1t the Govern
ment were the ones, but we were not 
alone in our rejoicing, for members of 
both sides of the House and represent
atives of both the Government and Op
position papers vied \Vith each oither in 
throwing up their caps to celebrate the 
opening of the road. I should point 
out, however, that it was not a publi~ 

function in ithe ordinary sense, but one 
that originated with the contractors 
who built the road, and who invited 
the guests. Many attended ithe func
tion but I claim that if nobody attend
ed but members of the Government, 
we had a right to rejoice because rthe 
offspring and the work was ours. The 
rejoicing was not, however, at the pub~ 
lie expense, and did not cost the Col
ony anything, so that my Rt. Ifon. 
friend's well known scruples against 
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taking Go,rernment money for an)- pur
pose have not been affronted. 

Taking up the general question of 
branch railways I would point out, 
Mr. Speaker, that we went to the coun
try on such a policy, well-defined and 
clear cut. There was no doubt abourt 
this policy, for in the session four 
years ago, early in 1908, it was ,' de-
batc·d here; and in the m.anife·sto ot 
our party we stated it most specifical
ly, nailed our colors to the masit and 
were prepared to stand or fall by them. 
After our manifesto was issued the Op
position leader issued his and regard
ed our railway policy of sufficient im
portance to deal with it in his mani
festo, wherein he said rthat he did not 
believe the branch railways would be 
of any benefit to the Colony, that New
foundland would never be able to meet 
the cost and expenses of building the 
railways and that these branches could 
never give any commensurate return 
for the outlay. That was the issue on 
which the parties went to the country 
in October 1908, and eighteen men 
came back on each side. In other 
words,in spite of all the electioneering 
machinery at the disposal of the party 
now in Opposition, but then in the 
Government, an untried new combin
ation went to ithe country and succeed
ed in winning as many seats, though 
having to fight against a combination 
of circumstances never previously ap
proached and that I shall not dignify 
by naming in this assembly. Never
theless, in spite of all influences, in 
spiite of lavish outlays, in spite of de
spicable cries, we won as many seats 
as our opponents and when a second 
opportunity came we wiped them out 
as no other party had ever been wiped 
out before under similar circumstancs. 
In the same way, in the spring elec
tion of 1909, the issue was thart of the 
branch railways for we told the people 
then, as we had told them in the pre
vious fall, that we advocated railways. 
We were elected by the people anQ are 

building the railways. We have rthe 
work well under way and it will be car
ried to a finish. The Rt. Hon. gentle
man has said that it will cost $4 ;000,-

000 more to finish these branches. 
RT. HON. SIR R. BON D.-At least 

four million dollarsr 

RT'. HON. PRIME MIN ISTER.-The 
Rt. Hon. gentleman is cori~pleitely mis
taken. It will not cost half that am
ount-not $2,000,vOO n1ore to complete 
the branches, not to speak of $4,000,-
·00. Burt supposing for argume-:J4:,' 0 

sake, that it "\vould cost $4,000:000 
more, has any man in this House a 
right to object to this when the people 
have said they want these railways 
and we have proved thart it is possible 
to build them without impairing the 
solvency or stability of the Colony? Is 
it not better to spend public money in 
building railroads which ·vlill returi1 a 
subsitantial share of the outlay to the 
Colony, rather than to throw it away 
with no chance of any of it ever lJeing 
r·eturned '? We stated, fr Pm the· outset, 
where these railroads were to go, buit 
it was impossible then and, even when 
the Loan Bill was introduced, to make 
an estimate of wl1at tl1eir total mile
age will be, though my Rt. Hon. friend 
opposite put them down at about 200 

miles. 
RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-My 

formation was supplied by the 
ernment Engineer. 

• 
lll-

Gov-

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-! 
was not aware until this moment that 
the Government Engineer had Sl1pplied 
you with the figures but thait fact 
makes it all the better for my case. I 
am speaking from memory, but my re
collection is that tl'le words used by 
you were that "after making careful in
vestigation and inquiries" you had 
figured out certain measurements and 
it will much surprise me if in your 
manifesto can be found the words 
"Government Engineer." However, if 
the Government Engineer supplied the 
figures he was 160 miles out, it.hough 
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I was not misled to that extent. My 
idea of the le11gth of the five branches 
was that they would total about 300 

miles an·d the Government Engineer 
figures them out to-day at 340 miles, . 
tl1ough I do not say this to bind him 
to any estimate, because all the lines 
are not yet built, or even surveyed. 
But the road to Bonavista is 88 miles, 
tl1at to Trepassey is 102 miles, that to 
Bay de Verde is 53 miles, that ito 
Heart's Content is 33 n1iles, and while 
those to Fortune and Bonne Bay are 
not yet surveyed, the Government En
gineer estin1ates the line from Deer 
Lake ito Bonne Bay at about 24 miles 

• 

a,11d that to Fortune Bay at about 45 
miles, a gra.nd total of 340 miles. I al
ways tl1oug·ht myself that bet\veen 300 
and 350 miles would be abol1t t he total. 
I ren1ember l\!Ir. Anderson, who was 
really the financial moutl1piece and ex
ponent of Sir Robert Bond-

the Evening Telegram, the organ of 
the Rt. I-Ion. gentleman, it was consid
ered sufficiently i1nportant by t l1at pap
er to be decorated with headlines tw0 
i11ches long a11d it "\Vas used for all j.t 

was -vvorth by the Rt. Hon. gentleman 
and 11is cartcl ic1ates throughout t l1e 
country in tl1e election then pencl_ing, 
thc ugh no\\T Mr. Anderson is repudi
ated by his then lea·der. Mr. Ander1son 

' 

figl1red rt11e le11gtl1 of the linf' a.t 275 
miles. Possibly we might ha ~r e so 
tuilt these roads so that the tot'.11 m1le
age \vould not exceed 300 miles, lJut in 
tha t case we \.vould ha,~e 11ad to hi1ilrl 
the111 cr\rer barren s and cut out se,ttle,-
ments now tapped, and the railroads 
wotilcl riot have been nearly so valuab~e 

' to the people of the Colony as they 
have become by r·eason of the ma,nner 
in \Vhich \Ve hav~e built them, becaus~ 
" re have endeavoured so far a~ 1JOS

sible to bring every settlement into 

RT HON SIR R BOND I d touch w1tl1 ti1e road, unlike tl1e polic"\,~ . . . .- eny "' 
that. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-But 
no denial from you or anybody else can 
take away from the fact that Mr. An
derson issu.ed the financial statement. 
I am a-vvare tha1. Mr. Anderson has 
since had a relapse from grace, from 
the viewpoint of the Rt. I-Ion. gentle
man, a,nd may n ot think now a s he did 
ii1 1909, b11t he was on the same plat
form with Mr. Kent and Mr. Shea, who 
are now sitting beside the Rt. Hon. 
gentleman, and who were at that time 
members of his Executive and what 
Mr. Anderson said on that platform in 
the T. A. Hall, in October, 1908, he be
ing a man whom the people thougl1t 
had some knowledge of finance, wh.o 
had been in the Assembly for years 
and had sho:ritly before been appointed 
by the Rt. Hon. gentleman to the Leg
islative Council, had its effect upon 
the public. Mr. Anderson's financia.l 
statement was made from between 
Mr. Kent and Mr. Shea and with their 
acquiescence and approval. This fin
ancial srtatement was then published in 

pursued in more than one section be
tween St. John's and Port aux Bas
ques on the main line, where the only 
knowledge the people have of the pre
sence of a rail\vay in itheir vicinity is 
hearing the locomotive whistle as the 
train passes by. 

Tal-:e, for instance, the case of the 
-· 

branch to Heart's Content. That li11e 
is now 33 miles long, but we could 
have built a railway directly across the 
"Barrens" from Carbonear, which 
would be only about 14 or 15 miles, but 
there is not a single ho11se i11 that sec
tion, so we went round by Dildo and 
connected up settlern.e11ts w 1th a popu
lation of 6:.000 by adding 20 miles rto· 
the line. The same is true of Bona
vista Bay. We coul<1 have made the 
road about 75 miles, but that would 
have left out important settlemenrts in 
Trinity and Bonavista Bays so vre 
lengthened it 13 or 14 miles to connect 
these. In the same way, the public 
road from here to rrrepassey is, rough
ly, about 75 miles, but n1any of tb.e set ... 
tlements could not be connected if we 
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built a railroad of that mileage and so 
we lengthened the road, but we con
sidered ourselves justified in doing 
ithis in all these cases, because we will 
bring the advantages and facilities of 
the branches home to the very doors 
of the people. Therefore, when these 
branches are completed in 1915~ the 
total length will be a bout 340 miles 
and when everything is paid for- -con
struction work, cost of right of way 
where private property is interfered 
" rith, and every other expense which 
the branches will involve-the total 
cost will not amount to $6,000,000 but 
will probably be considerably less than 
ithat amount. As I have already said, 
no one could make an estimate of the 
length of these variot1s roads whAn we 
went to the country, and indeed, 
not until the surveys began an·d 
the claims of the diff erenrt localities 
for close connection with the brancl1es 
came to be considered vvas it possible 
to even approximately determine 
where and how the lines would run. 
To-day one branch has been built and 
is under operation, two are being con-
ist'ruc:ted an.d the s.urveys of the last ar1e 

being made, so that we can closely es
timate the total length and thereby ar
rive at a fairly accurate estimate of 
the cosit. But, anyway, the country 
has pronounced on this point; those 
who will pay have demanded railroads; 
the Legislature has authorized the con
struction; and whether the cost is to 
be four or five or six million dollars, 
he people of rthe country who want the 

lines are entitled to have them. More
over, I have yet to learn why Bona
vista and Trinity and Catalina and the 
other sections of the country which are 
1to b~ supplied by these branch rail
roads should be penalized and refused 
these facilities when other districts 
can have not only railways but steam
ers and main roads and other acces
sories. I can go daily by carriage from 

here right round Conception Bay, or I 

can go in a railway train, or I can go 

in a subsidized steamer, while the 
northern bays are locked up for some 
months in the year, having no connec
tion with the outside world and in a 
sense suffering conditio11s like those 
in Siberia. The Rt. Hon. gentle1nan 
and his friends seem to contend that 
the people who live in these bays 
should not have railroad facilirties. ·On 
the other hand, on the South. Coast, 
they sometimes have three steamers a 
week, the Portia, the Argyle and the 
Glencoe. Yet 1the man from the n or t h 
who pay·s for these boats and gets no 
show, but is taxed like his more for
tunate neighbour, is to be refused a 
railroad and the Rt. Hon. gentleman 
will try to have the public believe rthat 
this is justice. It may be his idea of 
justice, it is not mine and it is not the 
people's; because the people declared 
against it when we purt our respect i"'1e 
policies before them at the last elec
tions. I would remind the Opposition 
that we are not building these branch
es for the pleasure of the thjng, bt1t 
because we consider them a necessity; 
and it js not a question whether they 
will pay or not, any more than it is a 
question whether a lighthouse will pa y, 
or a road, or a breakwa1ter, or any oth
er public utility -vvhich is necessary 
for our people in the conduct of their 
daily avocations. The railroads are 
the very li.fe-bloo·d of a country, the 
great commercial arteries through 
which the source of life passes and 
without rthem no community can pros
per. The Government in building 
these lines are merely trustees or 
directors carrying out a work which 
the country has authorized and in the 
autumn of 1913, when we appeal again 
to the country for an end.orsement of 
our policy, I have no doubt what the 
answer will be. When we went to the 
country before we were untried and 
the people had suffered so much from 
the breaches of trust and broken pro
mises of the Bond regime, thait it is 

not surprising that in rmany places our 

• 
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policy was ridiculed and that our can
didates were told: "We have heard all 

v a1l ue on the 
of the people. 

yearnings O'r aspirations 
You have got to ta-k€. 

that before and it has come to noth- the people into your confidence and 
ing· ! " It did not surprise me when I 
we nit down to Bona vista and told th eu:i 
that if they elected me, I would come 
<:tgain within two years by train, they 
scoffed at ine and thought I was fool
ing them. There were hundre·d·s of men 
in tl1e Orange Hall at Bonavista that 

nighit in October 1908 and when I told 
, tl1em tl1at we were going to build that 
railroad, I saw smiles of incredulity 
on their faces. But when I went back 
last fall and addressed the san1e people 
in the same hall and reminded them 
how I lrept my pro1nise, the rafiters 
rang, for the fishermen of this Colony 
never fail to give credit when they feel 
that they have been treated fairly, 
Yet we heard the Rt. Hon. gentleman 
sa v here a fe-w moments ago that our 
railway policy was a bribe, a public 
bribe, to get votes. Did he commit 
bribery when he went to the country 
with Sir William Whiteway in 1889 
whose policy was nothing but a rail
way policy? And he \Vent again in 
1893 and once more in 1897, what was 
the vVhite\vay policy if i1t wasn't a rail
way policy? How can it be called a 
bribe to submit to the electorate a 
great industrial policy? Is it bribery, 
fo-r instance, for Asquith to go to the 
country on a Home Rule policy? There 
is no man in England who would dare 
charge him with this-

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Balfour 
charged him with it over and over 

• again. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-But 

Balfour is d·own and out and one of 
the reasons for that is that tho·ugh he 
wa(s an able statesman, probably one 
of the g;reatest in England for many 
years; yet, (if it would not be con.
sidered improper for me to gi 1e an 
opinion of a notable English statc:>s· 
man), I should say that it WD 3 his 
weak point that he never put prop3I 

realize that times change and ol:~ 

days pass away, that you have to 
make the people · partners in, your en
terprise1s, tell them what you ar·e go
ing to do·, how you are going to do it, 
and what the benefits will be to· them. 
If a railroad po·licy ,is to bribe I hope 
I shall never be charged with a great-
er offence, inside or outside this 
House, than that our Bran,ch Rail-
road p·olicy in 1908 was an atteml)t to 
b1ribe the electorate. 

I should very much like, if poissible, 
to s.ubmit the two manifestoes. to- an 
impartial judge or court and Fay 
"Here . are the manifestoes of the 
leaders of the two parties. Which do 
you think contains the greater b·ribe ?' 
I am satisfied such an impartial au
thority would have only to read th9m 
to see the manifesto of my Rt. Hon. 
f·riend was a petition to the charitab
ly-1disposed public, as I would term 
it. There wa.s never such a mani
festo isisued by anyone as was his. 
He did me the honor this evening of 
reading a number of extracts ·from 
my mani.f es to and from the Speech 
from the Throne and he enlightened 
and illumin.ated the debate by r·e:fer
ring to many interesting things in these 
!-3peeches. I now 'extend to him the 
invitation to c·ontinue that good work 
and begin to read for U1s the next 
time the committee sits some· o·f the 
Speeches from the Throne· during his 
term of office from 1901 to 1908, not 
alone at the opening but at the clos
ing of the sessions, and let us learn 
of the number of promises never rea
lized and never intended to be kept; 
and then I think he will find that the 
Speeches with which this Govern
ment has been identified will compare 

favorably with those of his a·dmini&-
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tration. Another matter that excited 
the Hon. Gentleman's indignation 
was a lette.r he saw in the press rela
tive to immigration. He wants to 
know what happened to our immigra
tion scheme, and my answer is that 
' 'ery much the same 11appened to it 
as h a.ppened to his own. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-We never 
had one. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-! will 
refresh hi.s memory as to that very 
soon and refer to one of his speeches 

· in which he mentiDned an immigra;
tion scheme. So far as this Govern
ment is concerned it is at work in 
other respects in the endeavour to 
promote settlement in the island. To 
do this is not an easy task because 
to secur:e settlers, even if you have 
the best and richest land to off er, you 
are competing with populous commu
nities like Cana·da and America which 
possess endless means for encourag
ing settlers and development. The 
Ca.nadian Pacific railroad,for instance 
will provide an English farmer who 
plans to settle in Canada, with a 
farm of 200 acres, with the buildings 
up, the stock on the farm and the 
crop in the ground. That offer is pub
lished broadc·ast in newspapers and 
periodicals in Britain and America. 
In our country, without the wealth 
such concerns possess, without the 
means to advertise so fully, it is dif
ficult to induce immigration. My R.t. 
Hon. friend charged against us that 
We haid a sc·heme for bringing out 
waifs, strays and criminals. 

RT. HON SIR R. BOND.-! did not 
say criminals. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Well, if you did not I am willing 
to accept your disclaimer. I was 
reading from the notes I too1k. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BON D.-I repeat 
that I did not .say criminals. I cha.I-

lenge the House as to that. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Well, I ma.y have been mistaken 
but such was the note I took at the 
time. With regard to the project 
whic·h he criticizes, I may say that it 
was never my intention to identify 
the colony with a.ny scheme for bring
ing out waifs and strays. What did 
happen was that a Society including 
many of the best people in Oxford has 
for years been promoting a scheme 
for scientific education for poor lads 
in agriculture in the colonies. The 
idea is to take large tracts of land, 
set up impo.rta.nt colleges and s·end 
out boys to receive scientific training 
in modern farming methods. This 
Society asked us if we could give one 
or two thousand acres of land and 
we said that we could. That is but 
a small area and if the.se immigrants 
were brought here and this large col
lege erected nothing b.etter could be 
done for N ewfoundlaind. Every day 
bo.ys are being· sent to Canada from 
England by all sorts of So·cieties. 
The re a1re many in the old c,ountry 
that do nothing else but look up poo·r 
boys whose fathers are farmers a.nd 
help these lads out to Cana.da. Unfor
tunately, however, nothing came of 
the sch~me so far a.s we arie concern
ed. M 3-ny schemes have been tried 
here the past twenty years and have 
come to nought, but I am not the pro
jector of them all. I a.m prepared to 
take full responsibiiity fo·r • any 
scheme or measure initiated by me 

' 
th c-~t has not borne fruit, but we are 
not re·sp,o·nsible for all the W-rig·hts 
and Blackmans that have been coming 
here for a gene.ration. Anything I 
11a ve done for the past three years., or 
that I m :t.y ·do for the next two years, 
if 1 continue in O·ffice, will be don'e 
with only one object and that object 

tl1e good of the people of this coun-
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try, and I will not be d1eterred from so 
doing by any word or act of my Rt. 
Hon. friend or his colleagues. For 
the past few months we have been 
told by the Opposition o rgan1s that 
there would be "lively" times in the 
House this session. That m :i.y be a 
prope;r way to speak of a "nickel 
show" but it is not tl1e proper way to 
speak of a Parliament and is derog
atory to the dignity of this House. As 
fo r the "lively" times which the Op
position are going to give us, we do 
not c11re very much for we court tb_e 
fullest criticism, but we claim that we 
should get fair criticism and that I 
consider we have not had here this 
evening. We are told that surpluses 
• in our revenue come f rom "bor1rowed 
millions." We have had them as 
high as $400,000 a year. We are going 

to h ave $300,000 this year. Now what 
do these "bor.rowed millions" amount 
to in making up a surplus? What dif
fe rence can it make to have a few 
hundred men working on the railway? 
It is the merest nonsense and my Rt. 
Hon. friend can ha.1rdly be serious in 
advancing such an argument. Every 
man that works on the railway is 
taken away from some other work 
whe1re he would be adding just as 
much and more to the country's 
wealth. What difference does it 
make to the revenue if we put a 
thousand or two thousand men on the 
railway and have to take them from 
the Labrad·o1r fishe ry to do so? Or 
from Bell Islan-d to put tl1em at Grand 

-
Falls or on the Bona vista Branch? 
How does that affect the revenue? It 
does not better it one dollar . If you 
b1rought in 2,000 men from the outside 
and set them on the railway, it might 
do so then. Indeed, as it is there 

' 
is more likelihood of its being a loss 
to the colony for most of the things 
the workmen use on the railway come 
in duty free. Then my Rt. Hon. friend 

says that gambling foir Crown Lands 
is another ca use of the increa.se of 
revenue. But were we not told by 
him in 1901 that the Crown Lan-ds 
of the colony were now free and 
would in future p,rove one· of its best 
sources of revenue? Yet he tells us 
to-day that dealings in them are a 
mere gamble. I myself do not know 
to what he refe,rs in that. I have 
never had an interest, direct or in
di rect, near or reinote, in any timber 
or mineral wealth. I have never 
made application for a piece of tim
ber o·r a mineflal grant and I know 
nothing about it, but gambling in 
timber and gambling in mineral will 
continue as long as there is a world 
left to ga ... mble in, o; anything left to 
g·a1nble with, for there is no power in 
the la.w to prevent it. The very same 
law exists to-day as to the purchase 
and exch .... nge of these lands as ex
isted when my Rt. Hon. friend was-in 
office. There is not one iota of dif-
ference and it is not fair of him to 
s :ty that a cent of our surp1 us revenue 
is imprope rly earned. The Govern
ment cannot stop such gambling if it 
exists. It will go on, and we are 
not alone in this respect in Newfound
land. It is the s.ame way in Canada 
and other countries. These, then, 
are the various ways in which my Rt. 
Hon. friend asserts that our surplus 
revenue is bie~ng ;ma;intai.ne1d-from 
"borrowed millions" an-d "gambling 
in Crown lands," but he forgets to 
mention that a hundred thousand dol
lars a year is obtained from Bell Island. 
This is sometl1ing in our favor and 
therefore he ignores · it. That $100,000 
ha.s been sufficient up to ·date to p·a-y 
the whole interest on our b ranch 
railway expenditure and it represents 
one- third of our surplus revenue. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-That is 
the no tmal revenue. I refer to abnor
mal revenue. 
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RT. HON. THE PREMIER.- The 
surplus revenue is made up of both 
abnormal a.n·d normal revenue and an
other factor in making up our rev
enue, whether norn1al or abnormal, is 
tl1e prosperity the colony has enjoyed 
since we attained office, a prosperity 
for which he will be the last to give 
us credit, but which we claim is the 
direct outcome of the progressive 
policy which we 11ave inaugurated and 
are carrying out to the best of our 
ability. 

One oitl1er 'important matter to 
which the Rt. Hon. gentleman refer
red. He said there was no mention 
in the speech from the Throne in r·e
ga.rd to the Government's policy as 

to the export of bait fishes. The 
Government's policy in th'is respect 
is unch1anged. There will be no bait 
fishes exported and there never have 
been since the present administration 
has been 'in power. We want all 
our bait fishes for our own people. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-I think 
yo·u forget what was done last summer 
in Fortune Bay. , 

RT. HON THE PREMIER.-There 
was nothing in that .at all. I am 
not talking now about an odd barrel 

. 

of herring getting a way. I am talking 
of the general ·policy of the Govern 
ment. For the past three years no 
fish have b 1een exported from New
f oundland for bait. We· en·deavour 
to trace every ba.rrel of herring be
cause tha.t is abo·ut the, only bait fish 
really exported. In the law to-day 
there is nothing to prevent an,y man 
who takes herring from shipping it 
to St. John's and sending it by steam
er to New York, and it might easily 
be used as bait. However, we are 
w.atching the situation clo£ely and if 
I could tell the Rt. Hon member what 
the Department is doing in that dir
ection, he would be surprised. 

RT. HON. S1IR R. BOND-Don't you 
think it desirable to tell tl1e House·? 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER-No bait 
fish es have been or will be exported. 
That is the policy of the Government 
and that is the polic·y which it intends 
to pursue. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-Mr. Speak 

er I do not know whether I am en-
' 

titled to speak again or not. 

HON THE SPEAKER.-The Rt. • 

Hon. member is not entitled to speak. 

SIR R. BO N D.-JVIr. Speake1", if yot1 
will r efer t o l\.'Ia y 's P a r lia,ro. ent ary Pra\?.
tice y·ou vvill f ind that while I a,~m :i:Jt 

entitled to go into ne-..~r m atter I f t m 

permitted t o in alre further rema rlrs by 
way of personal explanation. Ho•;v e~1 er , 

I do i1ot i11te11d to n1aJ{e a,n y 1en.;-t l1y r e
ply to my Rt. H on. friend oppos J.t t:~. 

v\Th en his rem.a r lrs go broadcast t o tli.e 
country as a r €ply to wha,t I ha\re ch al
lenged rthe Government with this af
ternoon, I think the judgme11t vrill g {) 

in my favour. His reply was no re
ply; but there was one re1nark in it 
I am sorr y to suppose the Rt .. Hon. 
member capable of making. I am 
afraid 11.e became a liittle bit out of 
t em per and lost his balance; at any 
rate he became somewhat personal. I 
alvva~ys aTvoid perso11alities. - He says 
that the merest tyro of a la\v student 
would be able to show thn,t my con
sitr11ction of the law of co1istitutior1a l 
usage is a bsurd. Well, I should ex
pect such an interpretation as his from 
a mere tyro of a law student, or an im
becile lavvyer, but hardly from an ex
Attorney General. Allow me, Sir, to 
say, that the leader of the House was 
entirely wrong in his in1terpretation of 
the constit ution. I thought, Sir, that 
he would have come prepared; I 
thought that he had ranged tl1e \:Vhole 
of h ist ory in thi~ connecition, and was 
well posted, 11ntil he t old us that a.11 
th e arg11ments to \Vhich I had refer
e11ce referred to private gifts to the 
King. It is ithe very opposite. E ·very 
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statute that I quoted, had reference, 
net to p2rsonal gifts to the King, but 
to gift:;, both compl1lsory and volun
tary, given to the Government of the 
King· and to enable 11im to carry on 
\<vars 1Joth at home and abroad. What 
a position for my learned friend to put 
l1ir11self in! And what a position for 
him to atten1pt to put n1e in! . Either he 
did not know what he was talking 
a bout or else he was committing the 
offer1ce of trying to mislead the House. 
And why does rthat law exist? It was 
passed for the purpose of the protec
tion of the British House of Commons 
in order that that House should retain 
the power of the purse, so as to con
trol tl1e I-<:ing and his Governmenrt. It 
was to prevent any interference with 
the high privileges of Parliament to 
sa.y what should be done and what 
should not as regards the public ex
penditure. I challenge any lawyer to 
deny in one iota rthe correctness of this 
statement. 

We have had a good deal of dilating 
on the railway policy. Sir, I '\Vas one of 
the fathers of th.at policy. I went to 
the country with Sir William White
v1ay the first time he appealed to the 
country on it, against the whole mer
cantile community. No man has been 
a stronger advocate for a railway pol
jcy than I. No man has fought harder 
rattles for it than I , in and out of this 
House. P.1..nd yeit my Rt. Hon. friend 
says that I am al\ivays opposed to tha.t 
p0licy. The records of this House will 
show that I have ever been a staunch 
upholder of a railway policy, but not 
one such as that of my Rt. Hon. friend. 
Not a policy of construciting branch 
railways to places that will never give 
us any return. Where are the fertile 
lands and vast resources of the district 
of Bona vista? I have been o\rer that 
country on foort myself more than 
once; but I never saw them. Where 
are the great natural resources of Tre
passey? Sir, I oppose the railway pol
icy of the Government not be-

cause l am opposed to rail-vva:fs in 
themselves, but because at present we 
are ndt getting-that ·seT'Vice w~ ought_ to 
expect arid tintil ,,.,~,-e can l;y scl.112 r11ea~1s 

or other compel tl1e rait\vay company 
to carry out its 1Jresent contractual ob
ligations as regards the present ser
'rice \Ve should net in decency give him 
more co11itracts. I should like to knr1w 
the facts as to the non-operation of the 
branch lines to Broad Cove and Bona
vista during a part of this winter. 
What was the cause of the inefficiency 
of the service rto Hr. Grace. I sur
mise, I st1rn1ise only, that tl1e interests 
cf those people were sacrificec1. There 
is riot eno1tgl1 rolling stocl{ t ·J meet 
the requirements of the road, yet son1e 
of i1t had to be taken and used in con
nection \Vitl1 the construction of those 
branch lines. Tl1at is n1y position, i1ot 

' 

op1)osition to rail\,raJrs, tut against a 
contin11a;tion of a condition of things 
that are unrighteous and detrimental 
to the 'vhole commercial interests of 
this country. 

I also referred this afternoon to the 
jubilaticn that ensued on th8 opening 
cf the Bonavistr. branch; anc1 my lear.n
ed friend took e:xception to my r2-
marks. He said that members 
of the Opposition attended the 
openi:t1g and rtoolr -. part in the 
celel~raticn~ tut even if they 1did 
tbat didn't justify it. The Rt. Hon. 
gentleman's a.rgument reminds me, 
sir, of a stcry told 1 I thinl{, abcut Rich
ard Bri11sley Sheridan. He was re
turning from a dinner and vvhile vvalk
ing· along tl1e pave1nent, met a drunk
en man. Going up to him 11e said, "My 
good man, I cannot get drt1nlr with 
you, but I '\vill do the next best thing 
I will li8 down in the gutter with you." 
The Opposition were in the same posi
tion with our learned friends. They 
couldn't get drunk with the Govt. 
in their policy, but they did the next 
best thing they got down in the gut
ter wirth them~they did it out of syim
pathy. 
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. My Rt. Hon .. and learned friend 
says that he we~t to the country , upon. 
.a policy of railway extension,, and: that 
he had received a , mandate·, fron1 the . . . .. . 

country ito carry out this policy. Was 
- / - . 

not there also, Sir, in his _ manifestq,. a 
statement that he -vvould. reduce taxa .. 

. • ~.~ •• • •• - - - . • ' t 

tion, and that pork, st1gar, butter, _rtea 
'vould. be on the free list? .He publish
ed that pledge . . Ile made it one of the 
'planl\s in his mani.festo,but he did not 
carry it ·out . . '"f.h.at pleclge, Sir, n1ade by 
him, is just · as. binding, as the pledge 
to ex~end the railway to Bonavista,and 
'va.s eql+ally a mancl~t~ . from .the pea· 
ple, and· yet, Sir~ that pf edge . so so:lemii~ 
Iy made by him, published !n his ma11-
ifesto, fo.rming ·one of its planlrs, has 
" 

never been fulfilled. 
. -~- ' .. . ~ 

~ Again, my learned friend objected 
to my statement that the surplus rev
enue was abnormal. I say that it 
was abnormal, becat1se it \Vas obtain
ed from extraordinary· sources~-frdm 
moneys ·received from gambling 'in 
Crown . Lands; · it was received from 
the expenditure on the paper mills es
tablished in this country, and in the .. 
nexit place, because it proceeded fro1n· 
the expenditure of borrowed' millions .. 
My learned friend says that ·no rev
enue was produced from the expendi
ture on rt.he railway! Does he mean 
to contend tl1at the moneys have · all 
gone into the contractor's pockets?. 
But, Sir, it mt1st have gone into the ·· 
pocl{ets of the · men 'vho worked· on. the 
railway, a11d every cent· they spent 
contributed' rtherefore towards the· rev~· 

e+iue. Gainsay that· i.f you can. · I 
again say that every cent helped to
wards it, ai1d tl1at the expenditure 
from those borrowed millions' helped 
rto. make the s11rplus abnormal. 

My · learned friend says further that 
the country was tired of the scalding· 
receivpd from the former government,. 
and that tl1ey returned .him because 
th:ey were sick of the stagnation of rthe· · 
Bonc1 Government.· Sir, was he not 
also on.e.- of. :the scalding party? Th.ey· 

• 

-had . ~nough ... of stagnation!· "Out . of 
t~ine o.\vn n1outh, I condemn thee,thou 
t1njust ·servant." I have a little pamph
let here.. It is called "Morris on Pros- . 
perity." vVhat does Morris say on this 
subje_ct. ; It. \yas '\Vrirtten, '\Vhen 11e was 
a member of the the11 Bond Gover11~ .. 
ment,· in_· IVI!-=Lrch, 1907. Mark, '\Vell, just 
a fevv roonths · before he made the l1op, .. .. . - . . 

1 • d . H ·a ~KIP-· an . lU·~P~· e Sal : - -. . . 
....__ ' ~- .. . ' ·~ . . 

. House -of Assembly March 1907: .-
,, The g·ov.ernment has been able to 

. .. ~ . 

~"reduce .. : taxation annually to ·: tlte- ex~ 

~~ rtent bf $.250,00·0 .. and irrcrea:se public 
" services to the_ extent of $300,000, in
'.' eluding grants for exte11sion of coast
''al service, light houses, etc., that the 
'~people. have lived better; and . have 
"been able to put away in the sayings· 
'' banks of tl1is country something like 
'~ five m~llions of money, not to talk of 
"t:l1e · amou11t they put away .in- t11eir , 
" ow11 hom,es.. What has brought 
" abo11t : this prosperity! There 11as not 
'~ been more fisl1 caught than ·there . · 
'' vv-as. forty years ago- wl1en rthere was 
"' one . third less population than there 
" is to-day. How was it · then that 
":the people ·could live better, have 
''more comfor:ts and save · money with 
" ,one third more · pop11lat·ion, ·-i·f' it. were r .. ~ ~ - - .. --

' 'not for the new industries started . as-" . - \ 

" the res·ult of the dev"elopment policy 
-

" of tl1e government. 
" 

~ "~s a Pe.ople we are better off and 
-, -· ~ - .. 

''one of the reasons for this is t11e poli~ .. 
. ~ ·' ,-

' ' cy of the ·Government of to-day." 
I am done, Sir. I ·am sati~fiecf. ·· : · : · 

- - ~ .. 

: MR·. :s 'E·N N ETT~-Mr Speal{e·r, I '11ad , 
not intended to speak this evenfrig-· · · ., 

' RT·. HON. SIR R. - BOND.~! 'object, . 
. . .~ - ~ - . . 

MR. BENNETT.-Mr. Speaker, "I . 
know J; have no right ito speak ·after the 
debate is clo~ed, but I submit· it is · not;~ 

·closed.- I. h0pe ·. thi:s· is· not iintentton~l:·:; 

on· the part of Rt. Hon. tl1e .. Le~ade:r. ·_o·f· ~~ 
the Opposition1 Ito try and ch.ol{e ;·me. off·: ' ~" 

.RT .. :HON. SIR "' R. BONO;--l,21~v~uld ~·~ . . 
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like to tell the Hon. member that he 
does not know the rules of debate-. The 
debate is closed. You have not the 
right to reply. If he has, I can exer
cise my right ito reply. 

MR. BENNETT.-You are not · the 
one to decide that point . . 

HON. ·THE SPEAKER.-! would 
point out that only the mover of a 
subistantive motio·n has th1e right to 

. reply . . In this case Mr. Moore was the 
mover and he has the right to reply, 
if he s:o deslres. When the Rligh.t 
Hon. member·· just spoke, he h,ad 
no right to reply, only through court
esy of rth·e House. The debate is not 
closed, · and Mr. Bennett can speak • 

MR. BENNETT.-As I was going on 
to. say - ~r;:J~ ' . , ·~ 

· RT. HON. SIR ·R. BOND.-1 object. 
· MR. BENNETT.-Oh go on, I will 

sit down until the Speaker decides. 
· RT. HON. · SIR R. 'BOND .. -You are 

very impertinent Sir, you are long 
enough in the House to know its rules. 

MR. BENNETT.-Mr. Speaker,
RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-! rise to a 

point of order. 
MR. BENNETT.-May I speak, Sir? 
HON. THE SPEAKER.-The Rt. 

hon. gentleman has. irise·n to a point of 
or·der, let him state it. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-On page 
358, of May's Parliamentary Practise, 
it is written that "In regard to the ex
planation of personal matters, it.he 
House . is usually indulgent; and will 
permit a statement of that character to 
be made without any question being 
before the House; burt no debate shall 
ensue thereon. General arguments or 
observations beyond the fair bounds of 
~xplanation, or 'too diirstlnct a ref e.r
ence to previous debates are out of 
order.'' 

HON. THE SPEAKER.-! · would 
like to point out rto the Rt. Hon. mem
ber that he. 'is allo·wed to give an ex
planation of personal ·matters, but ac
cording to all Parliamentary .rules, and 
the· rules and practice of this House, 

he is not· allowed ito speak twice on 
any subject before the chair. 

MR. BENN ETT.-I regret exceeding
ly, Sir, this personal affair. I would 
like to inform the Rt. Hon. gentleman .. 
that there is no one for whom ··1 have 
a greater respect and admiration, but 
1,-

.RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Thank 
you. I did not contradict the Hon . 
member, I only rose to point out to 
him the Rules of the House. 

MR. BENNETT.-However, Sir, I 
listened this afternoon with a great 
deal of interest to the sp.e·ech of the 
Rt. Hon. gentleman, and I must say 
that I cannot congratulate l;tim on his 

' 

effort. I have heard him on many oc;. 
casions make speec.h.es in this.· House 
that did credit to himself, to this Leg
islature, and that would be a credit to 
any legislature in the Empire. This 
afternoon, I was expecting something 
extraordinary from him, to hear from 
him an exhaustive criticism of the ac
tions of the Government and of rtheir 
policy, but I think that every member 
of this House, including the members 
on the Opposition side, if they are hon
est enough to confess iit, will agree 
with me when I say that the Rt. Hon. 
gentleman fell very far short of what 
was expected of him. He designated 
the Speech from the Throne as one 
that contained nothing, and not by 
any means one worthy of a govern
ment. I would have thought, Sir, that 
he would have taken the different 
clauses of that S1peie·ch an·d analy1sed 
each separrutely, but th:e best part o.f 
the evening was taken up with a · dis
cussion or a dissertation, on the condi
tion of things on the railway line be
tween here and Whitbourne. I do not 
know what this · has to do with the 
Speech from the Throne. Is it because 
he failed to arrive here on the opening 
day? I do not think thart he was fair 
in his contentions as to the conditions 
of things along the railway line. He 
charges it as being due to the neglect 
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and ,dilatoriness of the contractors,and 
of the Government. I suppose he 
thinks that this is proper and fair ar
gument to put up under existing condi
tions. When lie was in power, wer.e 
there any storms or blizzards? But, 
Sir, 1 .think, that if lie will look around 
and see the condition of affairs in this 
city to-day, caused by the snow storms 
and blizzards, one succeeding the -oth
er, there can be found s0me excuse for 
the 1;ondition of . things along rthe rail
way line. It is a wonder to me that he 
Jl.~\ai been ahlQ to arrive here yet. I 
would have liked this afternoon to 
have. seen the Mayor of' the city in the 
House so that he might have listened 
to the high encomiums on c'ity affa.irs· 
from the Rt. Hon. gentleman. It is 
rtrue that the streets of St. John's were 
never in such a condition as at pre
sent, but I do not blame the City Coun
cil or the Reid Co., I blame the unpre
cedented conditions of weather for the 
lasit two months. It is impossible to 
conquer the elements, no sooner have 
you cleared away after one storm, 
than along comes another and undoes 
all your labour. I hold no retainer from 
the railway contractors, and I would 

" 

be the first to cri1ticise their actions/ if 
they were not doing their duty, but I 
feel sure that such a condition of 
things tha:t exist to-day is unpre
cedente1. I can cite as ·an autl1ority 
one whom the Rt. Hon. gentleman has 
said cannot er~. His ~xcellenqy the 
Governor also expressed his admira
tion for the Reid Co. for rthe way they 
"\Vere fighti11g their difficulties. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-I would 
remind the Hon. member that it is 
contrary to the Rules of Parliament rto 
bring His Excellency's name in here. 
He cannot quote him in the House. 

MR. BENNETT.-! am not going to 
take issue with the Rt. Hon. member. 
As he thinks it l1nparliamentary to 
bring in the Governor's name, I am 
sorry that I unwittingly n1entioned it 
in debate, but I am convinced all the 

same that His Excellency is of that 
• • op1n1on. 

I had hoped, Sir, tl1at the other mat
ter that occupied his attenition woul{l 
have fallen from his lips in a very 
different spirit. I refer to the sani
taria in different i)arts of the country. 
I think that the whole country is as 
one in its appreciation, thanks and ad
miration for rthe generosity of those 
gentlemen, who have put their hands 
in their pockets for the relief of suf
fering manlrind. I only hope that their 
good example will be copied. In the 
past we have had men come inrto the 
country, and make large sums ·· of 
money. Qu'ite proper, I admit, but the 
deporable part of it is that never on 
one occasion has anything been done 
by those men of a public character. 
They go back to the countries from 
whence they come, never giving a dol
lar for the benefit of the country or of 
the people, f:rom whom they made 
their wealth. I would have liked to 
have seen the Rt. Hon. gentleman, · in 
spite of his pa~ty feeling, join hands 
with us across the floors of this House, 
in fighting the greatest plague the 
world has ever l{nown, consumption. I 
say and repeat that it will be a great . 
day in this country when the men who 
have made money out of it, will ret11rn 
some of it to the people to help rthe . 
most deserving and needy. When this 
matter is put into execution and oper
ation, ithen the people of this island 
will appreciate it, and know what 
thie Messrs. Reid have ·done, they will 
see that the death rate from consump· 
tion is cut in half and .they will not as 
in the past, see their,, children and re. 
latives dying before their eyes, for 
want of a proper place to be treated 
and cured. This in itself is sufficient 
jusrtification for the acce.ptance of this 
gift by the Government. I care not if 
any technical point of the constitutio11 
l1as been broken or any constituitional 
rig·ht has been. violated, but 1· hope 
that this is the starting point and that 
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something far reaching will be done 
to save the thousands of the best. blood 
of this Colony, now being sacrificed 
by a plague, which very little has been 
done in the past to combat. No wrong 
has been done as has been pointed 011t 

here this evening. 
RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-The Gov

ernment has done. wrong, I pointed it 
out .. here this evening. 

MR. BENNETT.-'--! think not, Sir, 
The leader of the Government showed 
that there . was not any wrong done, 
and I think that he is just as well able 
to interpret the law as the Rt. Hon. 
gentleman. This I hope, Sir, is but the 
first gift, and that it will have the ef
fect of awakening our wealthy men to 
a realization of their responsibilities, 
and if they have a spark of christian 
feeling in them, rthey will help on this 
movement. I do not hear anything 
about Mr. Bowring who has donated a 
park to tl1e city. I do not know if this 
was. uncon1stitutional 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-No. No. 
MR. BENNETT.-Would it be un

consrtitutional for Mr. Bowring to 
build! an, hosp'ital? 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Yes, un
les.s with. the permissi:on of P,arlla
ment. 

MR. BENN ETT.-"The permission 
of parliament." In my experience it 
has been very difficult for Parliament 
under some leaders to give permission 
to do anything. I mean to say that un-. . 

der some leaders it is a . one-man Par-. 
liamenrt, and Parliament has nothing 
to · do with it. 

RT. HON. SIR R .. BOND.-I do not 
understand. 

MR. BENNETT.-I do not choose to 
' 

explain further. I was going on to say 
Mr_._ Speaker, that others have helped 
in philanrthrophic works in this com
munity. The Messrs. Bowring have. 
donated a park which will be -an en
dui:in.g . monument .. to t 'heir benefi~ 

cenc~, and this park will be a hel,p,ing 
adJ .. qnc.t .t.o t.he in.stitution that we hope . 

to see esrtablished in our ~idst _during 
the coming year. The· Rt. Hon~ gen
tleman wanted to impress strongly 9n 
the House· that he was an advocate of 
railroads. It ls true that during his 
connecrtion with the Whiteway admin
istration he was a party, with the Rt. 
Hon. the Leader of the present Gov
ernment to the buiding of the railway 
across. the country. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND:-:Long b·e·· 

fo·re that. 
MR. BENNETT.-Perhaps long be

fore that; but from the time th·e Rt,. 
Hon. memb·e.r took charge in. 1901 UP 

to the time of his retirement from of
fice he never drove one spike or laid 
one rail or one sleeper. He did not 
carry out rthe policy laid down_ by hls 
predecessor and the railway work and 
railway policy lay dormant for eight 
years without anything being done and 
'vithout any effort being made to con
tinue it until the advent of the, present 
administration. 

RT. HON. SIR R~ BOND.-We were 
fighting the contractor all the time 
endeavouring to make him carry out 
his obligations. 

MR. BENNETT.-vVhen rthe present 
administration came into power and in 
accord,ance w'ith the manifesto of; the. 
Rt. Hon. the Leader o.f th·ef present G.ov
ernment in which he promised to build 
railroads .he sitrurted tbe p,re,sent rail
way policy. What was the CJ'.'Y 
that then went forth through this coun
try from the Opposition, as regards 

' that policy. It meant ruin and bank-
rupt~y and confederation and every 
other dire calamity. But, Mr. Speak
·er, I think the policy inaugu.rate,d by 
the present administration has been 
carried out and has been carried out in 
such a manner tnait no such thing as 
bankruptcy or confederation or other 
calamities prophesied f:rom the other 
side of the House have come to pass .. 
Instead of such calamities the country 
is enjoying unprecedented prosperity, 
enjoying ito-day a position it_ never oc--
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cupied before and I hope when these 
railways are completed we will be 
even '.· in a better position. The indica
tions are that the railroad that has al
ready been built will be one of the 
most successful in ·the country. 
Twenrty years ago we had two small 
coastal boats, one going west and one 
going north, doing the transportation 
busin·ess of the country. That was con
sidered ample provision for the trade 
and con1merce of the country. What 
do we find rto-day? We find that these 
two small coastal boats are supple
mented by two otl1ers double their 
size and in addition we have eight 
stea·mers on the different bays and 
ra ilroads running to the different cen
t res. · Why was it.his necessary? Any 
man who knows anything, knows that 
the country cannot .stand still. The 
wheels of progress must not be block
ed by ·any policy of stag·nation. I am 
glad to know this afternoon rthat the 
Hon. member for St. John's East, Mr. 
Shea, had sufficient independence and 
public spirit .to· get up in his place and 
say · that he was a believer in railroads 
and the railroad policy. I say that it 
was refreshing to see rthat at least one 
member on that side of the House ex
pressed his independent conviction, 
and . I believe that every other hon. 
n1ember there has the · same convic
tio\1s if they ,d'a;re express them, and I 
further believe th·at if t'hey were re ... · 
turned to power to-morrow they would 
follo\v out 1the ·sa;me poli,cy laid ·do,wn 
by .the present Government. I defy the 
Rt. Hon. Leader of the Opposition to 
say that the .present L'eader of the Gov
ernr,1e11~ ~ s ri0t a n1a,-; who l1as fi1 . .- ·: 
that position with credit · to himse]f 
and advantage to the coun~ry. Si_1:i.ce 
coming into power he has worke•l 
'efficiently and .assiduously and to tl1e 
best of· hi·s, ability for every .. 
.th'ing · leatling to the b:etterment 
of the· country, and I say this no\v be
cause lhe Rt. Hon. member rt.his even._ 
in.g trie·d ·to belittle the eff o.rts that 

~ . - . . . - . . 

• 

have ·been made. Now, Sir, i' .. 1~ riot 
the policy o! the present admini8tra
tion to hide anything~ We court the · 
searchlight of public criticism. ~Ne 

court everything that is necessary to 
let the people knoi;v what this Govern.; 
ment are doing, and as a priv a.Le 
member of this party I claim it as a 
privilege rthat I can with all sinc~rity 
and truthfulness congrat11late the Go'-_r
ernnient on t~1e worl{ r~1<-·:r 11ave Jone 
since tl1eir advent to office. A great 
·dea1l w.as said this eve:uin,g with regard 
to the cold storage scheme of· last 
year. The Rt. Hon. the Leader of t11e 
Opposition on that occa.sion I remcJP.· 
ber distinctly threw up his hand~ in 
holy horror that the sheet 3.nchor of 
our country was going rto be destro.f· 
ed under the concessions that V\re 

were giving to these Americans. He 
argue1d ,strongly, forc'i:bly, · ~ind, on th.e 
:sur:ia.c.e, with a grea;t deal of convlc:
tion. But, lVI:r. Speaker, the 'histor_y- of 
that con,tract has shovvn the shallo\;
ness and hollowness of the ri,ificulo1 i.S 

position that he was so please- i to· oc· 
cupy. He stated on that occas5011 a.11 
that these people were going to get 
for northing, and by getting control of 
our bait fiishe·s would get control of our 
whole fishery. And the Opposition 
press took this up and spread it broad
cast all over the country. Nothing 
would convince the Opposition that 
ithis was not correct. But the history 
of the contract· has shown the Rt. Hon.· 
gentleman and his associates the hol
lownes·s of that argument, because, 
;hilst the contractors have not yert giv 
en up hope of coming down here anC. 
establishing cold storage; if all the 
things said by the Opposition were 
true these parties would have been 
down here the next day rto a va.il ot 
every 'tenet of the contract. His ar• 
guments as to the other matter are of 
the same character. I know and ap
preciate rthat it is the attitude of the 
Opposition to criticise and belittle the 
Government. I know that everything 

f 
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tl1e Government proposes will meet 
\Vith opposition from rthe other side of 
the House. I do not want to delay the 
House, Mr. Speaker, but I would like 
to again congratulate Mr. Shea upon 
his manly speech this afternoon and I 
would also like to ask '\Vhy he asked 
'vhat the Government have done dur
ing their term of office. Now I think 
that tl1e hon. gentleman has already 
hea•rd what has been done by t'he pre
sent administration; but I will indi
cate one or rtwo things that I think 
'vorthy of mention. Since coming into 
power \Ve have voted $100,000 as an 
additional education grant, that money 
\Vas spent in· the direction \Vhere it d~d 
tl1e most good and in it.he localities that 
needed it most, and1 I might tell the 
hon. member that when the next elec
tion comes around that the children of 
the different districts \Vill be better 
educated, and you will not . be able to 

. ' 

frighten their parents with the buga-
boos made use of the last time, as 
their children will know bet1ter and 
'vill be able to teach them. 

Another matter I tl1ink, that would 
be appreciated in this Colony i~ what 
the Government has done in connec
rtion with the General Hospital. . We 
have in tl1e city to-day, I submit,
and I ask every person \Vithin a sound 
of my voice to avail of an early op
portunity to visit that institution and 
see if it is nort a credit to the country. 
Seventy t:Q.ousand dollars .11ave been 
spent in renovating and fitting it up 
and putting it on a basis fit and pro
per for the work carried on ther.e. Aslr 
any patients leaving rthat institutio11 
how they have been treated and you 
will find that in every case tl1e treat
ment \Vas such that the institu1tion is 
looked upon as a place "'.here the balm 
. of consolation and care can be. held 
out to the afflicted with whom this .. 
Colony is so much concerne.d. The 
same holds good with referenc~ to 
oither institutions. As a member of the 
late administration I came in here on 

' 

many occasions and put forward a ·plea 
on behalf of the Poor House. Any of 
us who visite·d that institutio·n and saw 
the ac·commodation there knew the 
necessity of having something done, 
but we were always answered in the 
same manner, "there were no funds, 
no money, and nothing could be done," 
but the present administration has tak- : 
en up the matter both of the Poor 
Fiouse and it.he Lunatic Asylum, and I 
am glad to b·e able to state that· with
in the next year steps will be taken to 
build a new Lunatic Asylum and the 
present ... t\.sylum converted into a Poor · 
House. A Lunatic Asylum will be 
constructed on modern lines as laid 
dovvn by one of the greatest experts 
of lunacy in the world, and' the coun .. 
try I am sure will appreciate the ef
forts rthat are being made on behalf of 
the unfortunates who go to this insti
tution and no longer have the Lunatic 
Asylum looked on as a .place of deten
tion where unfortunates are sent and 
over rthe door of which might well be 
written "Abandon ye all hop.e who en
ter here;" b·ut ·it will be looked upon as 
a hospital where those mentally af
flicte·d will be .sent fo·r :scientific treat
ment, and where every effort will be 
made to · cure rthem of their ills. That 
is the l\:ind of policy that I like to sup
port and that this country wants, Sir. 
The ordinary man can take care of 
himself but it is the unfortunate, the 
poor and the needy who should be es
pecially cared for by the Government. 

In addition to this a provision has 
been ·n1ade for Old Age Pensions for 
worn out . fishermen. Twenty thousand 
dollars were ·distributed last year,and 
twenty thousand more thi.s year, mak ... 
ing in all for.ty thousand dollars, giv
ing fifty dollars a year to 800 men. I . 
think, Mr. Speaker, that that · is a 
scheme that cannot be ·too highly com
mended · by the people of this country. 
Its far-reaching effects will be known 
all over rthe country. I know that in 
.the district I have the 11.onour to re-
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present there are thirty old men re
ce'iving $50,000 a y.ear from this fund •. 
If that is t rue in St. John's West it is 
rtrue in every district; and this with 
the other things I have quoted is my 
answer to the question of the honour .. 
able member for St. John's East as to 
what the Government has done since 
its advent rto power. I regret that the 
Rt. Hon. Leader of the Opposition, a 
man so well acquainted with the pro .. 
cedure of the House, from his long ex· 
perience here, thought it necessary to 
'take a technical advantage of· me, when 

I rose here to-night. Even i.P I w!ls 
out of order, I did not think he would 
do such a thing. I can assure him, 
however, that as long as I stand on 
the floors of this House and while I 
have the power of speech, I will not 
be controlled by anyone, but will on 
all occasions that I feel disposed, rise 
and express my ideas withourt fear or 
favor of any man. I told him this be
fore, on the floors of this House and on 
that occasion I walked across the 
floors and my action was endorsed by 
one of the most intelligent constituen
cies of the counrtry, and even if I have 
not had the time and the opportunity, 
and the leisure to become w·e:ll pos,teid 
in l\1ay's Parliamentary practice and 
all the little details of legislative pro
cedure, still, no man will kee·p me from 
rising in my place and speaking in de:. 
fence of a policy or in favor of a mea· 

' 
sure I honestly believe in. 

MR. KENT-I ·did not intend to 
taike any p.art in the deb.ate on the 
add1res.s, as I had alre:ady express.e·d 
myself on the Sp:eec·h from the 
Throne o·n the op.ening day of the 
Sp·eech. I think it i1s necessary, 
however, that I should say a wo·rd 
or two. In the fi1rst plac:e I think it 
is only fair to the Ri.ght Hon. De:ader 
of the Op·positio·n· that I should set 
.him ri.ght in the es·timatio.n of the 
honourable gentleman who. has 
·sat down. I ·think the Hous·e 

· ~ - - ~ . 

just 
will . _ _. ' 

agiree with me that the O·bjection of 
the Right Hon. .the Leader of the 
Opposition, when he drew your· atten· 
tion to the fact that th,e ho·nourable 
member was ,goin.g to, SJ;>eak, wa$ not 
for the purpose of obstructing him or 
depriving him of the right to speak, 
but to assert his own right to speak 
after him. That wa.s the only object 
th,e Rt. Hon. Leader of the Opposition 
had. He c·onsidered that the debate 
had ended, but as. it was receiving 
new life from the hon. member, h.e 
claimed the .right to reply. There 
was no attempt o·n his part to de
priv,e the hon. member of his right to 
sp.eak. I do not think any member 
of the House lo·oked on 'it that way. 
The hon. member probfllbly in the ex· 
citement of the moment overlooked 
the point raised by the Rt. hon. gent
leman, but that he attempted to in· 
terrupt the course of d·e:batei is a mis
representation, undntentional, no 
doubt, .of what the R'ight Ho·n. gent
lem.an meant. 

I shall refer briefly to some matters 
that have been ·dis.cusse.d this a!te1r
noon. The d·e1bate has co·vered a 
number O·f .subjects, :some of · which 
arose incidentally out .of the Speech 
fro·m the Throne. We have had un.der 
di;s,cussion in first place, Mr. Speaker, 
the ·donation that has been presente·d 
by the Directors and Managers · of 
the Reid-Newfoundland Company and 
by the Company to the Colony. I do 
not wis·h to say one word in ·deprecia· 
tion of the intentions of these gent
lemen in making thi.s present. I do 
not wish to be understood a,s criticfs .. 
ing in any w.ay any man who for phil
anthro·pic purposes endeavours to en· 
dow .chairitable or humane institutions 
l,n this co.untry, but, Sir. the que.stion 
as raised by the Rt. Hon. the Lead
·er of the Oppos1i ti on was an entirely 
different one. .We have here unfor· . - · . . . . -
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tt1na!tely this Great White 'Plague. : 
Some action must be .ta.ken .. to COffi·b.at 
this dise·ase. It is -recognized 
throughout the world to-day as b·eing 
one of the greatest causes of mo1rtal
ity amongst mank.ind, and it . is n1e
cessa.ry for tl1ose who are responsible 
for the Gove1rnment of mankind. to be . 
up and 1figl1ting this ·ddsease. In · 
Canada, the United States a,nd Euro·p1e 
they are fighting it continuously and · 
successfully, and from me no efforts 
will .be \Vanting in support of any 
remedfal measures, provided I consid
er them ·i:o be properly directed to
wards o·bta-ining successful results
tl1ey will then receive my most .ea1rn
est consideration. But, I wi.sh to 
point out to the Rt. Hon. the Premier 
a.nd to his, colleague in . St. John's 
West that the question raised was en
tirely diffe1rent-a grave constitution
al question whicl1 has been introduced 
into the .conE:>ideration o.f this address 
unnecessarily by the: government. Ev
£ry member should protes.t when
ever. he thinks the privileges of this 
House a.re being infringed. It comes 
with an ill gra.ce from any membeir 
to consider lightly tl1e privileg.es. 
which we enjoy. It shows a lack o.f 
appreciation of why these pr'ivileges 
exist. The necessity to ass:e·rt our 
privilege,s · may arise in different 
shapes an·d forms. At O·ne ·time it may 
come up 'in tl1e form in which it i.s 
difficult to· ·criticise when large ele
ments of good are contained in the 
1nJrin.gement. At another it m3ty in
-\~ olve 'n1ost vicious leg·islation. The 
principle whicl1 we ·endorse, to-·day, 
to-n1orr.ow may be applied in a most 
evil and ·dangerous form. It is not 
the single instance, it i.s the pr'inciple . . 

involved tha.t makes a violation of 
the co·nstitution d.angerous. "I take it 
that the Rt. Hon. the Prime Ministe!r 
will admit that the ·course follo:wed in 
the present case the accepta.nce of 

these gifts by the Crown without the 
sanction of the Legislature is a vio .. 
lation of the ·p·rivileges o.f this Hous·e, 
and of tl1e popular rep!resentatives in 
tl1i.s House--and the invariable rule 
of the cons.titution that this House 
has the exclusive .right to say wha;t 
money sl1all be supplied for the pub· 
lie service that .is the principle . . The 
commons in parliame·nt assembled 
are the sole jud·g·e:s .of the need of 
the Crown in th·e matter o.f sup·p·lY, 
that is the C·onstitutional rule ·OD 

wh,ich a.re found·ed all our liberties
the right of the people to say what 
monies .shall be supplied for ·the pub .. 
lie service. You now call in other 
jud.ges of the!se ·requirements, ·who in 
the present instanc,e are the judges 
of the necessities of the Crown; not 
this · H.ouse but the Railway ~·ontrac- · 

tors who are the, judges of what the 
public service· requires, parties under 
heavy contractual ·obligations to the· 
Co.lony. We, in this House .are .sent 
l1ere to judge of the necessity of the 
Public service .and the . Gove1r.nment 
should .at leasit-thoug.h ·they ignore·d 
all otl1er considerations~ha ve had 
the c·ourtesy to have su1bmitted this 
matter to us for our decisio·n before 
accepting suc11 favors fr.om any.one. If 
tl1e Government were confident of' 
their majo1rity in the Hous,e anl d:e.s.ir· · 
ed to accept this. gift it might · have 
been done within the· ,spirit an·d letter 
of tl1e ·Constitution. The·y might up .. 
on r·ec.eiving from the Messrs. Reid, 
t11eir offer to pr:e.sent these' S1anatoria 
11ave written to them, thanking them 
for their generous offer, informin.g 
them that they would pres,e1rt their 
offer to the Legislature at its ses!s'ion, 
then a few ·weeks away, for consider
tion 1a.s to w1hether it ·was desirable 

or necess·ary for the P·Ublic service or 

in the public interest ·to accept thei1r 

kind off er, that it would be necessary 
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for the Legislature to also · consider · 
;Whethe1r the public se·rvice could 
maintain these dnstitutions. at th.e 
present time~ I express no cr)in( 1n 

llpon the .gift~ themselves. Any pro
posal that comes before this House 
oi· any other ·effort that may l:>e made 

to figl1t this awful ·disea"e of con
sumption, deserv.es the best consider
ation of all the mem.bers of the House 
arid of the people of the coun~ :·y • The 
constituti.ona1 rule w~s. ·denie.d to
night by the Prime Minister. I do 11ot 
think tl1a.t it is. necessary to go fur
tl1er into the~ question. During recess 
I turned up one authoritative work 
on Parliamentary pra,ctioe which I 
had .available during the sho·rt time 
at m.y ·disposal. I refer to Todd's p ,ar
:ll1amenta\ry Pract1ice Th·e quo'tatioin 
which I will read comes on Page 724. 
It 'involves two p1r.opositions, one that 
the Crown ca.nnot receive the other 

' tl1at a st1bject cannot donate· any 
contributio·n to the1 service or the. 
Crown. Tl1is is the q notation: 

''While tl1e C1rown is not at liberty 
to make or receive gifts, or loans of 
money for any public service without 
the cons·ent of P.arliament, neither 
may any person voluntarily lend mo
ney to the Crown or to any depart
ment ·Of State for public p.u.rpos.es 
without the sanction of Parliament.'~ 
·That is the opinion from Tod.d·, a.n 
autho1rity which I think the memb·ers 
of this. House w'ill accept. 

MR. HOWLEY-That does not 
.touch this que·stion. 

MR. KENT.-It does touc·h and gov
ern this point, and I think the Hon. 
member would see it if he r·ead it. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-It does 
not affect, voluntaT'Y gifts to the Gov
ernment. 

MR. KENT.-It says. g·ifts or loans 
of money to th.e Crown or any depart .. 
.ment o.f' Sta,te. Can any.thing be 

more .explicit? It covers exactl.Y such . 
gifts as these Sa.natoria of th.e Relds. 

• 
This is a constitutional ,authority, of ; 

unquesti1oned· .standing. It. con.eludes 
all arg·11ments as to .the rights o.f pair- . 

' 

liament as the only judge of the .ques- . 
tion of the government':s acceiptance -
of tl1i8. gift. I fail to see anything · 
i11 the remarks fir·om the .other side1

, 

in reply to the , questions . 
raised by and ·Criticism of the Rt. 
Hon. the· Lea,der of the Opposition. · 
To the matter.s. raised by tl1,e amend- . 
ment p·roposed by the Rt. Hon. m·em- · 
ber, theire is not o·ne word of reply . . l t 
rais.ed this questio11 of t11e necessityt 
for red'istrib11ting tl1e ·tariff and les.s
en;ing taxatio·n. be:for·e. . It w·as "prom".' 
ised in the Manifesto of the Rt. Hon. · . ' 

the Leader of the · Gove.rnment, and · 
was mentioned in one if not two 
Speecl1es from the Throne at ·the op-. 
errin.g· of sessions of · this pa•rliament.; 
The matter . is a,gain brought to · hia: 
attention tonight and yet he does not 
refer in one sentence to the subject 
i11atter of the Amendment.. I think, 
Sir, ~ha.t the people of th·e country ex· 
pected . :some p1ronouncement, and 
more particularly when we cons'ider 
tr.e ~ t:..i ge .and b·ountiful r·evenues en· 
joyecl by the Colony and the ex1Jress 
a11d rf J)eate·d! promis.es to reduce tax

ation. We were told by tl1e Prime 
Minister that the subsidy from Bell 
Island wa.s. enough 'to cover the ·:n:. 
terest on tl1e inc.reas,ed pub11ic debt. 
If· that is so then the othe·r revenue 
ougl1t to be available for oth·er put·
poses. What better ·purpose could 
there be than the reduction o.f taxa
tion, 'the 1raising of th·e burden borne 
by the people. Could not the in
creased reve11ue be used to alleviate 
t11e burden of the p.eople, bo·rne down 
by taxation. The people expe.cte·d i:t 
from the promise of the Prime Min

iste·r. But they have "Qe·en dis.ap·point 

• 
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ed in this, as they have been in many 
other matters. Take the question o·f 
Branch Railwa.ys. When the Bill was 
going through I offered .some criti· 
cism to the co,ntract. I told tl1e House 
that in my o·pinion instead of f ou1r 

million they would cost nearer seven. 
This o·pinion was repudiated by the · 
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister. But this 
evening it 'turns out that I was cor-
re,ct. I expe,ct tha,t before we, are 
through instea;d .0 1f six it will be near· 
er eight million. We had figures tab
led the othe,r day. Already there 
has been exp:ended $2,609,000, and 
this statement c·ontai.ns the amount 
for equipment under Secs. 34 and 37 
of the contract amounting to o,nly 
$35,000, and that :does not cover the 
Bona vista Line alone, and has noth· 
ing for freight s·tations, rolling stoclt 
etc. And· I believe th.at these two 
sections will ultfmately double this 
amount. The inter,est on the public 
debt of the Colo·ny is now over one 
million ·dollrurs. In other wor.ds be
for:e we ·can p,rovide further for the 
pub·lic se1rvice, we will have to, put 
aside one million dollrurs to provide 
the inter,est on the public d'ebt with 
every p,ros,pect of a still furth·er in
crease in :such interest. Besides 
this we have the other departm·enrt:s 
of the public ,servlce increasing in 
expenditure. I think the Department 
presided ov,er b,y my Hon. frien·d the 
M'inisteir of Agriculture and Mines 
will show a large 'exp,enditure with .. 
out any practical res.ults whatever. 
The ·polic.y of expenditure upon whic.b 
the Departme,nt of Mdnes and A,gri
cultt1re has entered, for I can call it 
.nothing else; is a wa.nto·n waste o.f 
public moneys and one whic,h I think 

-
,deserves the conde·mnation · of e.ach 

memb·er of this House. I ·w'ill not de

. tain the ·House any longer. I think 

·that ·a11 the effb1rts1 of the· Govern· 
~ . - - . 

• 

ment in the way of legislation have 
been ,of the most unsuc,cessful char
aicter. The ho,pes. of the people are 
dead that the Government would ini
tiate s·omething ·0 1f ~ :successful nar 
ture. . Tl1e cold storage, the coal de-
velopment, the Peat industry-all . 
have failed. As membe1rs of this 
!!ouse are aware from the statement . 
of the Hon. the Prime Minister to.
night they can take very little com
fort in 1relation to the s.ucce:s,sful re
,sults of any of these matters. He 
mad·e referen·ce to the, efforts ma·de 
b.y the previo·us government. Well, 
I think s.uch Temarks and the· criti
cism which he made,come with a very 
ill grace from him for in all the 
propositions which he mentioned, h.e 
\.Vas a mover and a supporter, and at 
least responsible as, a memb,er olf 
the Government. Failure seems to 
follow the Rt. Hon. gentleman. He 
will b'ecome known as a Jonah and 
his legisla~ive efforts will be known 
by thei1r "'·ant of fruiti.on. We re-
quire more than promises, more than 
boasting, more th~n lou·d declara-
ti.ons. Continuous :effo1rt, intelligent 
appre·ciation of conditions and capab
le work 'Wlith th,e mate,rials. which we 
have got will alone bring about r~ 
sults of .a practical nature and gen-. 
era.I utility. 

MR. PARSONS.-Mr. Speaker, I 

wis.h merely to make a f.ew remarks 
as it .is gettin,g rather·· late, but I feel 
I would be recreant in my duty if I 
,allowe·d the 01pp·ortunity to pass with
out saying ,something in relation to 
one or the measures fores,hadowe,d in 
the Speech. After an experience of 
fo:r'ty years or mor,e, during which 
my avocation in life' has brought me 
in touch with all kinds, of -disease, I 
think I may be allowed to s.peak 
with a certain a.mount of authority 
regarding the wonderfu~ iravages of 
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consumption in this country. I have 
kep,~ a recof1d o.f the, numbe·r of buri• 
als .at which I have officiated, and by 
fa,r the greatest number of' victims 
have fa.Ilen through consumption. 
The way tha.t I look at it is if the 

' 

matte•r can be dealt with su·ccessiful-
ly ·in England and other places, it 
can be obldterate•d1 here. In other 
countries they have had to over.c·ome 
the ter1rible c.on:gestion of pop·ulation, 
an·d this great drawback to the siu·c
cessful :dealing with .conns·umption is 
entirely abs·ent from this country. In 
no p:art of th'is Island ·can it be said 
that We a.ire in any way congested. 
Our conditions for the ·dealing with 
Tuberculosis are probably the b:est in 
tl1e world in this respect. 

In my experienc.e I may s.ay that I 
have seen whole families wiped out 
by this dread scourge. Now, Sir, I do 
not wish to infer from this that Har
bor Grace is a hotbed of Consumption, 
my experience is this that one m'em
ber of a household becomes affected. 
His case is incipient consumption
Consumption in its mildest form an·d 
in most cases ·Curable. He remains in 
his family, receives no proper treat
ment, and in a :s.hort while his case 
becomes bad. But this is not the 
worst of it. He distributes the germ 
to .other members of the family, and 
in a year or ·so there will proba.bly 
be a whole family affected and death 
the result. That has been my sad ex
perience several times, so that I am 
more than pleased to hear that at last 
this maitter is- being tal\:en up · ·bY the 
Government and as one of the mem
bers of the Government I shall be very 
pleased to give it my hearty support. 
If it can be reduced fifty per cent. in 
other countries . with our more than 
favourable condirtions it should be 
nearly wiped out. If we can interfere 
to reduce the mortality of the country 
it will be anotl1er step in the direction 

of constructive legislation, for so much 
I 

of which it.he Government has been r~-
sponsible. 

·On motion for the adoption of this 
Report, Rt. Hon. Sir R. Bond proposed . 
in amendment, seconded by Mr. Shea, 
that· the following addition be inserted 
after the \vord "Legislature":-

• 

"But humbly represenrt that havin-g 
"regard to the acknowledged injury re- . 
"sulting to the fishermen and work
''ing classes of the Colony' by reason 
''of the 'burden of taxation,' and to the 
"fact also that they 'feel mosit serious
"ly the increased cost of living in this 
"country,' it is the duty of the Govern
"ment to immediately readjust it.he 
''tariff so as to place 'tea, sugar, pork 
"and other necessaries on which taxes 
"are now imposed' on the free list." 

''And further, that having regard to 
"the dignirty, the credit, and the auth~ 
''ority of this House which are serious
"ly threatened by the Government ac
"cepting gifts from those under con
"tractual obligations to the Colony for 
''carrying out of large public works, it 
"is imperatively demanded that the 
''off er of the Railway Contractors to 
"confer such gifts be respectfully de
''clined.'' 

Whereupon the House divided and 
there appeared for the amendment,
Rt. Hon. Sir R. Bond, Messrs. Clapp, 
Gear, Kenrt and Shea; and against it-:::
tl1e Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, Hon. 
Colonial Secretary, Hon. Minister of 
Finance, Hon. Minister Agriculture and 
l\1ines, Hon. C. H. Emerson, Hon. J. C. 
Crosbie, Minister of Public Works, ~nd 
lVIessrs. Bennett, Devereaux, .How:iey, 
Kennedy, Moore, l\1urphy, Pars'ons, 
Whiteway; so it passed in the nega
tive. 

Whereupon the original motion for 
the adoption of the Report was p.ut; 
and there appeared in favor of it,
the Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, Hon. 
Colonial Secretary, Hon. Minister of 
Finance, Hon. Minister Agriculture and 
Mines, Hon. C. H . Emerson, Hon. J. C. 
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Crosbie, ,Minister bf '.Pu.blic vVorks, .and . 
Messrs. Bennett, .Devereaux, Howley, 
Kennedy, Moore, lVIurpl1y, Parson~, 

Whiteway·; ·a1):d .. a.gainst it,-Rt. Hon. 
Sir R . . Bond, .Me·ssrs. Clapp, :Gear, ,Kent 
and Shea.;, so ·:it passed ·.in the affirma
tive and it was 'Ordered accordingly .. 

. 
QUESTIO.NS. 

·RT. · H oN·. SIR R. BOND ·asked the 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary (a 1) to 
lay ·on the ·Table of 1the ·House a copy 
of the Govern1nent Engi11eer's Reports 
for the past three years on the equip
ment . and operation of the Newfound-
Iand Raiiway~ · . · · 
Also~To lay on· the Table a ·state-
. ' • I 

me,11t from· the Governmenit Eng·ineer 
as 'to · whether in· his opinion (b 1) Suf
ficient rolling' stock bas 'been provid-

. ' 

ed by the.Railway Contractors to meet 
. - .f . 

the requirement~ of traffic, and to ful-
fill their · conrtractual obl1gations to the 
Government of this Colony; (2) 1\.s to 
\.vhether the locomotives in use on the 
I.ines of railway bet\.\reen St. Joh11's and 

I • 

Carbonear, and betvveen Brigus Junc-
tion and Plac'<~~ntia, are 'sufficiently 
powerful to ensure regulari1ty of ser-

, . 

vice on schedule time; (3) As to what 
. I 

cause the irregularity on those lines 
during the past year must be attribut
ed; ( 4) As to whether a sufficient num
ber of sectio11 men are employed on 
the several 1ines of railway to esure 
proper maintenance, 'and to keep the 
lines open for daily traffic during the 
win fer months; ( 5) As to how inany 
miles ·of track are em braced in a sec· 
tion, and how many men: are alloitted 
to eac·h ~ section; (6)As to whether in 
his opinion the Railway Contractors 
have employed all necessary means to 
keep the railway lines open to traffic 
since the commencement of the pre
senit year; (7) As to what steps 11e has 

• taken to acquaint himself of the condi-
tions with which the Railway Contract
ors have had to contend in operating 
the railway since the beginning of the 
present year~ 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

a ( 1) . The Government Engineer .has ~-. 

not furnished any reports for the past · 
three years on the equipment and ·op
eration of the Newfoundland :Railway, · 
other tb.an reports of irregularities. in · 
ttr.ain service. ·He made an inf3.pecti.on .," . . . 

in 1909-10, but did not make a r~port 
as he ha,d nothing new to report . . . 111 

• • ' 1. 

1910-11 he had not time to .. make an · . ~ ,_. ' . 
inspection, and the inspection for 1911-

{ - . . . 

12 'vill be made this spring. 

b (1) The · Governme11t EngineBr· has . 
never considered rthe Railway fully 

. . 

e,q11ipped witJ;l rolling stock, but this ,
1 

c~mpany has bee11 bl1ilding as fast as 
their pla11t would permit, and rapidly 
of late. It is difficult to lay down a 
hard and fast line as to it.he actual · 

' . 
requirements, traffic conditions vary 
so mt1ch from those ·in other coun- · 
tries, and t:P.e population served so 
srnall. A good· deal of trouble · with· 

. regard· to freigl1:,t del~ys was .due rto 
lack of proper facilities to handle it 
at St. John's. This has· been rectified 

' 

to a great extent by . enlarging the 
freight sh,ed. The engine pqwer is . . 
peing added ito by engines of the 
heaviest type admissable on. a 50lb. rail .. . 

and the type of passenger cars and 
their up-keep is improving. A great 
i111prov.ement has been effected on the 
Placentia Line by the placing upon it . . 

of a · properly eql1ipped train to re-
place a ft.rain, tl1e accommodation on 
w·hich was very justly a· cause of fre
quent complaint. It · would appeaT that 
the cross-country service has .now as 
.many passengers as it can convenient
ly handle, and with the . advent of .in
creased traffic from rthe b1 .. anch lines; 
will probably be ·over-taxed in the near 
future, ·calling for a11 increased ser
vice. The conditions of the Carbo11ear 
Rail\vay would ·also indicate that some 
steps must be taken eith.er to 
increase rthe _ service or to confine __ 
freight operations on one of the daily 
trains, so that the evil result of mixed 
·traffic, now in evidence, may be elim .. 
inated .. . 
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.. (2) As a. general rul.e,. the engines 
l1sed. on .th.e ... Carbonear Branch. are, th~ 

~ ~. . . -· . . . . 

l1ea vie st and- best. in the .servic~, . ~nd 
- . -~. '• . . . 

sufficient. to ensure. regularity of s~r-.. . . . . . .. 

vie~ proviµed the, service is nqt a 
. . , ' . 

luixed on.e.. No pern1issible improve-
. ' - . 

m.ent . in p.ow.er or speed would rectify 
·... - . -

the __ delay-s ., wh-ic4 arise through hand-- . . .. ' . - . 
ling .. fre~gl1t. -. -Th.e_ engin_es .used ._for 
' ' . ' . ' . . . . 

~ome .time .past. on the Placentia, Rail-
; . ' . . ... . ~ 

way ~re a. 1typ_e which shoul.d. be equal 
' ... ' - ~ ' 

to_ tl1e.. >VOrk of .running on schedule 
~ .... . 

time. were th_e same .. trouble not ex-
perienced. 011 this branch _ c;ts. on the 
' - . . 

Carbonear Line. 
. . 

(3) . Th.e principal caus.e of delay on 
the Car·bonea.r- Lin.e ·for -tbe; past Yiea.r 
h-as been the handling,. of freight in 
9onjunction with passenger traffic, and 
rthe delay on the;' Placentia. Railway 
has been due to the late. -despatch 
from Brigus Junction on account of 
late arrival of train from St. John's, 
~nd to sh11nting operations-at Placen
tia, where the- station and pier ar
rangements are of a most awkward· 
character and· very _hard to operate. 

. ( 4) The ·number oft men engaged· on· 
maintenance is ge·nerally sufficient 
to keep the Railway in ·safe rurtni11g 
co·ndition. There· are·· not sufficient· to 
ruttend to matters of detail and· ge'neral 
appearance ·of ·outfit, such as an Eng
lish Railway engineer would require, 
an;d · \vhich are more or less· senti
me11tal as applied to a railway in this· 
country. It is in1possible to say what 
number of men would be required to 
keep the lines of railway open in the 
"vinter montl1s, especially under pre
sent condi1tions, when inen appear to 
be of little . service except in· the imme- . 
diate neighborhood of a snow plough. 

( 5) The sections vary from 6 to · 1·0· 
miles for each gang of men. 

(6') The Government Engineer is 
of . the. opinion. that on the · whole the 
company have done all in their. power·, 
considering the equipmenft at their 
di$P.o.sal, . to . keep the railway lines 

~ . 
op~.n for traffic. _ Tl1ere may be isolat-

,_· • - .. I 

:ed; instances. in which. b~tter. :: ,r-esults 
... mtgl1t. nave. been obtained,\ but. gen~r
,ally spea){ing,. Mr., Ilall , believes. -the.y 
are Gloing. the: utmost in their power 
.to . keep the lines open. · · · 

. (7) The. G-0vernment. Engineer· is ad· 
· v.ised. every day, -thr-ough_ tne · ma~l 
cl~rks' reports ·of the. conditions, and 
wh.en these are :p.ot available, he k-eeps 
.l~i · cl9se. touch. 'vith, tl1e· - company.'s 
.operrutions through · the· Despatching 

' . 
OffJc.e~ a11d all reports of the- :toad;. 
m.q,sters and train gangs ai"e put at his 
disposal by the cowpany. 

·1\1 R~ . KENT asked the· Hon. Minister 
of .. Finance a·nd Customs to lay on the 
table· of the House a statemenrt show~ 
ing the value of· the exports and im
ports, respectively, of· the Colony for 
the· fiscal year ending' June 30th, 1911. 

HON. MINISTER OF· FINANCE 
tabled rthe information asked for~ 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked· the 
Ho11. Minis1ter of Finance and Custom·s 
to lay -on'. the table of ' the House ·a 
state111ent of' the gross amount of Cus
toms reve11ue for tl1e past fiscal year. 

. HON. MINISTER· OF Fl NANCE' 

tabled tl1e i11formation asked for. 
RT. HON. Sift R. BOND asked the 

Hon. l\tiinis1ter of Finance and Cus
toms if t11e loan of 800,000 pounds 
sterling· raised for the purpose of de
fraying the cost of the branch lines of 
railway contracted for in 1910 will be 
sufficient to ineet the total cost of ---. , 

same, or, if i he Government will find it 
necessary to borrow a further sum of· 
money on that account, and, if · so, 
what i's the estimated amount tl1at will 
be required. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE.
When the loan of four 1nillion dollars. 
was raised in 1910, :tl1e surveys of none 
of the branch lines were completed, 
and, accordingly, ithe q,mount asked for 
and raised under the Loa11 Act Wf\S 

based on a mere estimate o.f the length 
of these proposed brari.cl;les. at the 
!)resent time, vve can ma]{e a mucl1 

, I·. 

closer estimate of the length . of ithe 
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branches, and of their cost, as three of 
the proposed branches are c0mpletely 
surveyed; one branch rail\.vay is built 
and being operated; and two of the 
other branches are partially construcrt
·ed. The surveyors are at present en
gaged in locating the branch to For
tune Bay. There will then only re
main the short branch from Deer 
Lake to Bonne Bay to be surveyed. 
When completed the branches will pro
bably represent the following mileage, 
according to the estimate of the Gov-
ernment Engineer: Bonavista, 88; 
Trepassey, 102; Heart's Content, 
Grate's Cove, and Bay de Verde, 85; 
Fortune Bay, 43, and Bonne Bay, 25, 
or- a total of 343 miles for the several 
branches. The increased mileage over 
the original esrtimate is brought about 
by the desire on the part of the Gov
ernment to connect as many settle
ments as possible with the line of 
railway. This policy increased the 
length of the btanch rto Heart's Con
tent by about 16 miles, by building it 
down the shore from Dildo, and con-
11ecting 5,000 people, instead of cross
ing the barrens from Carbonear to 
Heart's Content, where there are no 
inhabitanrts. The Bonavista Branch, 
by connecting settlements in both 
Trinity and Bonavista Bays, increased 
the line from 11 to 13 miles. The same 
is true in relation to the survey for the 
Bay de Verde branch, where a very 
considerable increase is made on the 
length of rtbe line, owing to the fact 
that the railway passes near or goes 
through every settlement in the dis
trict. For the same reason, a con
siderable increase was made in the 
length of the road from St. John's rto 
Trepassey. Under these circum
stances the branches under contract 
to build will, at $15,000 a mile on a 
mileage of ·say 340 miles, cost in the 
neighborhood of $5,100,000. To this 
amount, of c·ourse, will have to be add
ed, fot three of ithe branches, the cost 
of the right of way where the railway 
passes through. p~ivate <property, the 

cost of stations, fencing, any any addi
tional equipment not em braced in the 
construcrtion contract. The Govern
ment have not, as yet, made any detail
ed estimate as to what the total cost 
i,vill be. To date the contracitor has 
been paid, on the certificate of the 
Government Engineer, for 85 miles · on 
the Bonavista Branch, 55 miles on the 
Trepassey Branch, and 5 miles on the 
Heart's Content Branch, at ithe rate 
of $15,000 per mile, or 145 miles in all 
-an average, for the three seasons' 
work, 1909, 1910, 1911, of. about 48 
miles per year. For the foregoing rea
sons, it will be seen that the amount 
of the loan raised in 1910 will not be 
sufficient to defray the entire cost of 
the whole of the branch lines, when 
finished in 1915, a11d it will be neces
sary to borrow a further sum of money 
to complete the several lines. There 
is sufficient money in the Bank to the 
credit of the loan to pay for !lhe work 
to be performed in the season of 1912, 
but the Government may consider it 
desirable to introduce a Loan Bill this 
session to cover the amount over and 
above the loan of four million dollars, 
as no loss will be sus!tained lJJ· 1·eason 
of our having the money here before 
it is required, as the local banks pay 
us the same rate of interest as we pay 
on the loan. 

The remaining orders of the day 
'vere deferred. 

Mr. Kent gave Notice of Question. 
Mr. Gear gave No·~ice of Question. 
It was moved and sc,conded that 

when the House rises it adjourn until 
to~morrow, Friday, Feb. 23rd., at three 
of the clock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord-
-~ 

ingly. 

Friday, February 23rd. 
House met at 3.15 p.m. pursuant to 

adjournment. 

QUESTIONS. 
MR. GEAR ask·e·d tl1e Hon. MiniSr 

ter of Ag.ricul~u.re and Mines fo.r the 

' 

• 
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tot'1ll cost of the Exhibition at 
las.t year. T'he number of 
bought by the Gove,rnment at 

Burin 
cattle 

that 
Exhibition. The1 cost per l1ead. 
'Cost of tra.ns.portation to St. John's. 
\\That amount 1received by th'.e Go,v· 
ernment when cattle were sold. G'ive 
'details of sale showing amount each 
animal fetched. , 

MR. KENT as,ked the Hon. Minis· 
ter O·f Agriculture and Mines to lay 
on the table of the Ho-us:e a d,etaile,d 
statement of all Exp;end'itures giving 
names of parties and ·date a.n'd pur
P·Ose of each payment under the Ac,t 
passed in 1910 to amend the Exp,eri
men tal Fa.rm A.ct. 

HON. Ml·NISTER OF AGRICUL-
TUR E & MIN ES-In reply to the hon. 
members I may say, replies to both 
these questions are being prepared. 
HARBOUR REGULATION'S BILL. 

RT.· HON. PREMIER-Mr. Speaker, 
I b.e·g to move the second reading of 
the bill. I may .say that it is an · 
amendment of the present law, is 
very UJr;gently needed, and has been 
asked for by the Harrbour Ma.st er in 
order to meet the· ca1ses of ves.sels 
which are anchored in the harbour., 
and likely to sink or to become a 
dange·r or obstruction to the harbour. 
The law at present deals with thi:s 
matter to some e·xtent but not a1s ful
ly as necessary, particularly in the 
interests of fis.hing vessels from the 
outpoTts tha't have the unhindered 
use of the port. At pr·esent if any 
ves,sel is not at once remove,d by 
the owneJ" or party in c·ha.rge when 
ordered so to be the Har:bour Mas
ter may r.emove it at the e,xpense of 
the owners, and any vessel at anchor 
that is not lying at a wharf shall 
have a person on boa1rd in charge 
and have a b·right light on her from 
sunset to sunshine unless exempte·d 
by the har·bour master. These cas
es are alread~r dealt wi~h, bu~ ~here 

ar,e cases every day where vessels 
are b·rou,ght here, and ancho~e,d and 
nobody takes charge of them. Some 
of these become a m·enace, to the 
port, as in a ca;se cited by the har· 
bor maste1r. · A schoone:r was le.ft with 
nobody on boar,d of he1r and was in 
danger of sinkin.g and becoming .a 

mena.ce to sh'ipping. Under the law 
at present the master ha·d no power 
to interfe1re, but unde1r the Act which 
is now before the House he . would 
have th'e power nec·essary to .deal 
with the matter in the .interests of 
ship owners generally. 

Section 2 is ,an entirely new Sec
tion and ·deals with those vessels 
that come to po,rt fo.r repairs. or short 
o.f coal or other necessaries. It is 
provlded that th·ese "lame ducks," as 
they a,re called here, that come here 
and do not take ·any fr-esh cargo 
shall pay only one half the usual· har
bo1:r -dues. The Harbor Master thinks 
this would prove to be a bene·fit to 
the po·rt for if it became known in 
the big po,rts. of the world that ves· 
sels coming 11ere in a damaged state· 
would .receive speciail ad·vantages 
many of them would call here rath~r 
than p•roceed to other ports, such as 
Haliff!,X. We stan·d to lose very 
little ·or nothing by this amendment 
to the present law for one · steamer 
that we succeeded in bringing here 
would contribute more to the gener.; 
al ,revenue, and in other ways than 
fifty vessels would pay in hwr,bor 
dues in as many years. I trust that 
the bill will receive the cons,i.deration 
of -the House and that it will com· 
mend its,elf to the members. 

~ . 

MR. KENT-I have no objection to 
raise to the Bill that has just b.een 
explained by the Rt. Hon. Prime 
Ministe.r, for I think there can be no 
question a,s to the ,desirability of 
keeping the wate,rs. of: the har·boa1~ 

ifree and unin1ped·ed. So ma,nifest 
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:is: thi's that I do not tl1ink : it. can b·e 
Ja. Sllbj.ect. of controver.s·y. I have no.t 
-~_een the Act of which the present 
zBill is. an. amendment but if I re
·metnber corre·ctly certain sections of 
.iit deal with vessels that are at 
.w.harves. If that is so, it is pos· 
,!Sible· that the la-w that ·is to be in 
·tra·.d uced . will not apply to vessels in 
·:that p·osition. This is a matte1 
.that should be ·dealt with, but I have 
hotl1ing to say against· tl1e principle 
:that :everything possible should be 
done< to. keep __ tl1e : harbour ~ fr.ee from 
obstructions. 
"· ~The Bill . -entitled · '.'An Act to 
ah1end c·b.apte.r· 1.20 of the Consoli-
dated ·:Statutes (second s·eries) en
titled "of Harbor· Master and Harbor 
R·egula.tions· for · tl1e Port of St~ 

iJ ohn's" was th.ereupon ,read a second 
time and ·it was (.).ritAr~Q. to be refer
r·ed· to a. Committee, of the whole 
House on to-mo·rrow .. 
~ Mr. Clift gave Notiee, of Qnestion. 
' Mr. Kent gave Notice of Questio?2. 
- ·Rt. Hon. the. Prime M'iniste;r gave 
notice · tl1at he would on Wednesday 
2·8th instant, move the House into 
Committee of tl1e whole, to cons.ider 
certa.in Resolutions in relation to 
the law ·dealing with Weigl1ts. and 
fyieasuTies in tl1is Colony. 

·.· Rt. Hon. the Prime Ministe1r gave 
~:otice · that he would, on to-morrow, 
ask leave to introduce a Bill to 
a.mend the Law relating to the In
spection of Boilers. 

It was moved and seconded th.at 
when the House rises it adjourn un
til Monday,. 26th 'instant, at eleven 
of the clock in the forenoon. , 

,. Tl1e House tl1en adjourned acceird
i~.g·I:r-. · 

l\1onday, Feb. 26th. 
.. The · House met at. eleven o.' clock 
'· 

in. the - for·enoon pursuant to adjot1rn-
_.. ~"' 

ment. 
' 
-~ Mr • . Speal{er informed . tl1e House 

• 

tl1at, i.n accor·dance witl1 tl1e intima
tion received, His Excellency tl1e 
Governoir would ·r:eceive the Address 
of Tl1anks at 11.15 of tl1e clock to-day 
. Accor:dingly, Mr. Speaker and · the 
House proceeded to Governm·ent 

•' 

House, and, being return·ed to the 
Assembly Room, Mr. Spea.ker info.rm
ed tl1e House tl1at His Excellency 
l1ad received tl1e Address of Tl1anlrs, 
• 

and 11ad been pleased to reply· tl1ereto 
a.s follows:-
R.EPLY OF HIS EXCELLENCY. 
~ 'Mr. Speal{er and Honourable Mem

"bers of the House of Assembly,: 
"I thanlr you for your· Address in 

"Reply to tl1e Speech witl1 which I 
~' opened the Session of the Legi.sla· 
" tu re for the ye~1 1912. 

(Sgd.) RALPH WILLIAMS. 

"Governme11t House, Governor. 
·" St. J ol1n's, Newfoundland, . 

" 26tl1 February, 1912." 

Mr. Spealrer then left the Chair· un
til · three of the clock fn the afternoon 

At fiftee11 minutes. past three of 
tl1e clock in the afternoon of this, 
the 26th ·day of Februa!ry, tl1e names 
of the Members p·resent being· taken 
down by tl1e Clerk, namely,--Hon 
Minister of Agriculture, Minister of 
Public Works, Messrs. Moulton, Ken
nedy, Grant and Bennett. 

Mr. Speake,r declared tl1e I-louse· 
adjourned for want of a quorum until 
to-morrow, (Tuesday), the 27th d'ay 
of February, a1t three of the clock· in 

' the afternoon. 
The House then adjourned acco.rd

ingly· 
TUESDAY, Feb. 27th, 19·12: 

The· House met at three of the · clock 
in the afterno.on, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 
COMMISS.ION OF , INTERNAL . 

ECO~TOM.Y. 

Mr. · Speaker presen1ted to the House 
a certified copy _ of Minutes of I-Ionour
aqle the Executi,re Cou11c~l, appointing _ 
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the Commission of In_terrt~l Eco~omy 

for the session of 1912 as follows:-:-
"The Governor has the honour to 

communicate to · the Honourable 
House of Assembly the appointment 
of · the Commissioners , of Internal 
Econo1ny of the Legislature, in ac
cordance with the provisions of the 
Statute 61 Victoria, Cap. I.~ as set 

· forth in · rthe accompanying certified 
copy of a Minute of tl1e Honourable 
·Executive Cot1ncil approved by the 
Governor on the 13th inst. 

(' Sgd.) "RALPH WILLTAlVIS."· . 
Government House, 

. St . . John's, Newfoundland, 
19th February, 1912. 

''Certified copy, of Minutes of the Hon
ourable Executive Council approv

~ · ~d . QY His Excellency rthe Governor 
' . 

on the 13th February, 1912. 
'']february 12th, 1912. 

"Under the provisions , of Section 4, 
. Gap. I., 61 Vic., the following - to con
stitute. the Commission of . Internal 
Economy of the Legislature, viz:-
. '·'Hon. John Harris., President Legis
.la1tive Council; Hon. Robert K. Bish·op, 
·Ho11. P. T. McGrath; His Hono11r the 
Spea-ker, Rt. HQn. Sir E. P. Morris, 
I(t., . K.C:, P-.c·., LL.D; . Hon Donald 
Morison, K.C~, Hon. Robert Watson." 

QUESTIONS. 
MR. CL I FT asked the Mi11ister of . . . 

Public Worlrs to lay on the table of 
.tl1e I::Iouse a staten1en:t of all alloca
tions made out of special grants voted 
last session of the House in the Dis
tric.t of T\villi11gate giving the follow
ing partict1lars, (_l) date; (2) amo11nt 

' ' . 

of each allocation; ( 3) to whom 
made; an'd ( 4) for \Vl1at purpose. 
. HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. . . 

- I beg to lay on th-e table of the 
House the statement asl{ed for. . . . . - . ~ 

MR. CL I FT asked the lVIinister of . . . 

Marine and Fisheries to lay q11 rthe 
table of the House a statement of all 

: ' • .. • • • ' - •. • f 

al~_()ca.tio~~ - ~ade out of special grants 
voted · in last · session of the Hot1se in 

... ' . . . ; - ;• . - -~ 

tl_ie Distric~ of Tw:illingate, gi_:ving ~h_e 

follovving particulars,-(1) date; (2) 

amount of each allocation; (3) to 
\Vhom made; and ( 4) for \Vhat pur
pose. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In the absence of the Minister, I_ beg 
.to lay 011 .the table of ith,e House ·the 
. statement asked for. 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Min1ster 
of Finance a11d Custon1s to lay on the 
table of the I-louse a statement in ·de
tail, · shovving date of payments, name 
of persons paid, and · nature of claims 

· discl1arged from June 30, 1911, to date, 
-(1) by · special warrant issuefr un-

, der Sec. 33 (b) of the Audit Act 1899; 
(2-) By order of the Executive Council 
for which no legislative provision ex
ists; (3) under vote for General Con
tingencies. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-! beg to table the state
ment asked for . 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Minister 
of Agricult11re and Mines to lay on ithe 
table of tl1e House a statement com
mencing January 1, 1911, to date, sho\v
ing in each case (1) The number of 
~cres of lancl in this Colony or its de
pendencies applied for pulp or timber 

.. . 

purposes; (2) names of applicants; 
( 3) the date of applicrution; ( 4) tl1e 
area in acres applied for; ( 5) vvhetl1er 
the application has been approve,d by 
tl1e Governor in Council; ( 6) the date 
of approval; (7) the area approved; 
( 8) whether t~e approval vvas for tim
ber or pulp; ( 9) tl1e amount of fees 
paid; (10) the da:te of payment; (11) 
the date of survey; (12) the name of 
/ 

surveyor; (13) whether any area has 
been fo·rfeited or notice· of forfeiiture 
given; (14) the cause of forfeiture; 
(15) i1ame of parties to whom notice of 
forfeiture was give11; (16) date of sucl1 . 
notice; (17) whether tl1e areas, or any 
of them, or any part of any of them, 
so forfeited, have been applied for, ~p
proved to, or granted to the same or 
any other person or persons; (19) the 

~ - ~ ~ ... 
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name of the present 11older of each 
area issued. 
· HON. 'MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MIN ES.-The statement is in rthe 
course · of pre1>aration. 
, · MR. · KENT asked· the Hon. Colonial 
Secretary to lay on the ·table of the 
House copies of the followin·g :- (1) 

All letters, correspond.ence .and docu
ments between rthe Colonial Secre
tary's Department upon, or in. relation 

- • I 

to, the survey, construction, equip-
~ent or operation of the railway 

. . 

branches, or any of them, provided 
for in the 1 Railway Exitens~on Act, 
191Q; .(2) All letters, correspqndence 
and documents between the Contract-

-
or and the Colonial Secretary's De-

- " . -

partment or t.he Government in rela-· 
tion to the san1e subject. 

< 
HON._ COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

·T11e statement is being prepared. . . 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Minister 
of Agriculture and Mines to lay on the 
table 'of the Hou.se a statement begin
ning March · 1, 19.03, to date, · sho\ving 
(1} wli'ether any application has been 

. ' ' made for · extension of tin1e for· making 
survey ·of' timber or pulp areas applied 
for; (2Y names of ·p·arties making, and 
dates of' application for said extension; 
(3) areas: to \vhich sucl1 applicants re
fer and gro·unds · upori which the ap
plication· '\vas made in eacl1 ·case; ( 4) 

\vhether ;granted or not; (5) · terms of 
granting; (6) wl1.ether the terms have 
been applied for. .. 
. HON. MIN .ISTER AGRICULTURE 

AND MIN ES.-Tlie statement is be
ing prepared. 
. TUBERCULOSIS · RESOLUTIONS. 
. Pursuant to notice, ·and leave grant
ed~ 'ttnd on motion · of , the Rt. I!on. the 
P1--ime nfinister, . the House resolved 
itself into Comn1ittee of the \Vhole to 
co·nsider certain Resolutions dealing 
with the prevention , and spread of Tu
ber·culosis., or Consumption, a11d r>ro· 
viding of treatment for those who are 
at present in this COlintry· affected with 
tl1e san1e, ancl for other purposes con-

nected therewith. 
Mr. Speaker left the ChairA 

Mr. Parsons tool\: the Chair of Com
mittee~ 

RT. HON • . PRIME MINISTER.-It 
is not my intention to needlessly de
,tain the Committee by any lengthy re-
... . ' { 

; mar.l\:s or by any considerable quota-
.... ~ . 

1 ti.onsi from -authorities as t9 the neces-
.. ~ity for the campaign outlined in the 
Resolutions which I am submitting. for 
your consideration. The problems of 
coping with Tuberculosis, or Consump
tion, as it is more popularly known, is 
engaging the attention of every civil
ized communiity~ 

. In England, which we are proud to 
recognize leads the world in all re
medial legislation, the fight has been 
in progress for nearly a century; in 
Germany, 'vhich country came into 
the field late, probably the best re
sults have been obtained of late, be
cause of rthe German instinct for dis
cipline; and in th:e United States and 
~anada splendid efforts are being made 
for stamping out the sco.urge we 
know as the "Great White- Plague.' 
This record of endeavour abroad 
'should. nerve .us for the work we are 
about to undertake, because it is one 
of no small magnitude. 

It would scarcel)r be complimentary 
to the Committee or to the country to 
assume that it was necessary to be fer
vent in argument in. support of the pre
sent proposals, since it is fair to as
sume that each and all of us in this 
House and outside, are awake , to the 
devastarting ravages of the disease, and 
that if we differ at all it is only on 
the question as to how we ·a·re to best 
combat the disorder. 

The civilized wo-rld is 'in arms 
against this plague and steadfastly 
battles against it; ·and, unlike many 
other battles that are fought, it is · one 
ito stimulate the most indifferent, a:nd· 
impel to higher planes of enthusias1n 
t11e most zealot1s of · tl1e comb.atants. 
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W a ,, in N e\vic·undland are- a bout the 
last of the British Colo11ies to talre up 
itl1~ proble1n, but I an1 certain tl1at 
DO\V vve have undertal~en to -·grapple 
witl1 it, '\Ve shall' be . constant in well 

:·doing. · If w·e . are only ent·ering the 
fight . to-day, ·I ai11 satisfied that be

{ fore long N e'\vfou11dland will have · \Von 

golden ·opinions, and carried frorJ. the 
: ba;ttlefield. laurels of greater value 
than the medals· pinned on many· ·.a 
11ero's breast. 

· · No V\rork of a nobler characte·r could . . 

be 11ndertaken than that of alleviating 
-human ·suffering·, huma.11 pain, .ap.d, in 
. tl1is case, human . misery; and I feel 
confident that tl1is country sl1all not 
jn the end be · witl1out h0no-t1r or- re
ward. 
·. ·It may not be amiss here to briefly 
refer to tl1e scientific aspects of the 
matter. Tl1e relation 1between 11uman 

-and animal t11 berculosis has been 
·much debated. They were ,_ held to be 
identical · until Kocl1 thre\v doub1t upon 
tl1e n1atter in 1901. · ·Thereupon the 
British Government appointed a Royal 
C'on1mission to ,enquire into t~e -'\vhole 
subject, and i1ts holding was that hu
man tuberculosis can be transmitted 
to anin1als, and that animal tubercu
losis can be discovered in the 11uman 
subject. 

Tuberculosis as a disease, geogra
phically, is universal, and is found 
from the Arctic regions to rt~e most 
tropical , clin1es. .. No country and no 

, 

climate. is exem1)t. ~t is not as exten-
sive . in high altitudes, sucl1 as Switzer
land and n'Iexico, Ovving to rthe dry-

. . . 
ness of the amosphere and surround-

. ; { 

ings; The mortali_ty figures for the 
Unit.ed States, as sho,vn in the various 
races making llP -its· population, are as 
follo,vs :- . . . . . , 

Rt1ssia11s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 % 
,, :: Germ~.ns . . . . . . . . . . .1.6 7 % . 

• .~ ~••I • - • '• ' 

:· .{ ;. Scotcl~ .... . . .. . .. - . . . .1.72% . 
r: _: · Fren.ch . . . . _.- . . . . .... 1.87 o/o . 

. . 

:" ... Iris11 j •" ' .~ • . . • • ... •"' • •• . ~ • 3 ~ 3 9 %- . 
~ . . . ' - . 

'vl1ilst ir1 native born An1e·riG~.:i;is i 1t is-

only ·1.12 % . Tl1e 11ig·11 percentag·e 
in Irela11d is alleged to be due 
entirely to the n1oisture of the climate 

, and tl1e very large en1igration of · the 
sitrongest and best pl1ysical elements 
from the country in the last fifty 
years. , 

In 1910 more tha11 60,000 . per·sons 
,died from tuberculo:sis in England··and 
\Vales, or o\rer 1,000 ·.for eve.ry · 1,000,-
000 of the population. The disease ts 

: a peculiarly secret· and deadly· one,' and 
the period of inoculation . is so long, 
though far mere deadly, that it carries 

. '\vith it ."none of the fears attached- to 
; diseases ·like smallpox, · ty_j)l1us fever, 
~ etc., where the ,~arious stages are gone 
. tl1rough in a f evr days. 

In 1882 · Pref. I<:oc11 of Berli11 dis
. covered, the cause of co11su1nption, · tl1c 

-
.- bacillus ·tuberculosis. . Prcvicus to· ·its 
)discovery \Ve 'vere led to believe that 
tl1e disease \vas 11ereditary. No'<;' · \Ve 

kno'v that no child is born a consumrl-, 

tive. It is one tl1i11g less t11at we have 
no-vv to lJlame on the Creator, to 
·\1Vhon1 plagues · of this nature ' \Vere 
:u.sualiy ·attrib·uted. Const11nption .~; is no 
longer sent by · Providence as '\Vas a:t 
first supposed, but is a germ, and it 
must enter the body-, be retained there, 
entertained tl1ere, fed th ore and · 111"0 
there for years a11d multiply before 
rt.he seed of consumptio11 is sown. 

In t11is connection nl-edical sc-ienG~ 

has n1ad.e another discover:r. It !· has 
be~n - found that sunlight is tl1e great-

.. _,; • • .. • ';.. : \, . )I 

est enemy of this germ. After a fe111 
moments exposure to the direc1t rays 
9f the sun the . g erm dies. If tho 
germ is placed in a well lit,well ,~ e ,:it-

... 

ilated r.oo.m, it will die; but if the sur-. . 
roundings are dark, n1oist ancl ill -,rent-

' ilated·, it vvill remain . acttv·e for -a long 
period. Even \v·hen tl1:e germ enters , 
the body, if the body is not ,,-ealc from. 
sickness, -vvorry or overvvork of body 
or mind, or from sleep1ng in ill-v'entil-· 

, 

ated rooms '\vitlio11t fresh air or st1n-. 
light, the germ will . die. · . 

The germ enters the body by . t '\vo. . . 

• 
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ways-by. breathing or by swallowing; 
by swallowing because the germ is 
contained in milk, butter, cream~ meat 
and ·other foods; by breathing, the 
germs ' are generally inhaled which 
have been ejected with the sputum of 
affected persons. When this spuitum, 

; which contains countless numbers of 
these germs, dries, it is brok-en up by 
sweeping or other means, the germs 
are released and fill the air and float 
around until they settle in· the lungs 
or rthroat of some· person. 

We may then conclude that a great 
cause of tb.e spread of consumption is 
indiscriminate spitting on the public 
roads, trains, street cars and other ve
hicles, schools, halls, theatres, in the 
home, in the sick room, in fact every
where. If people would only give up 
the habit of spitting; if each person 
would sacrifice his ''convenience'' if 

• 

we· may so call it, this would prove 
one of the greatest and most effective 
blows which this disease had ever re
ceived, for while it is more than thirty 
years ·since ·the great discovery of 
Koch, up to the present time the world 
has really done nothing of a national 
character' to deal with this matter. It 
might be said, too, that the breath of 
the consumptive is not dangeroll:.S, nor 
would it be dangerous to sleep wirth 
one affected w'ith the disease, except 
for· the spd.tting· and hemorrhages, for 
it is in thes.e that the daii.ger lies . 

• 

Apart from the 11umane and pathetic 
side of the matter, there is the com
mercial or economic side which, as a 
nation, we cannot afford to -neglect. 
The life of every citizen has its fixed 
proportionate value to rthe state, based 
upon the extent of his earning capacity 

and productive working power. A 

highly esteemed medical practitioner 

in t11is city has furnished me with tl1e 

following figures on ithis side of the 

question. 

Annu·a1 Cost of Consumption in ~ New .. 
found land. 

In sickness, 3,500 cases. 
In lives, 700. 
In dollars, $1,200,000~ 

The above startling figures are based 
upon the report of the Registrar · Gen
eral for 1910, and the ·revenue· tables 
of· the Auditor General fbr 1909-10. 

Population, actual~ 241,607, say· in 
round numbers, 240,000. 

Toital earnings 1909-10, actual, $20,-

000,000, say in round numbers, $20,· 
000,000. 

Total revenue, 1909-10, actual, $3,-
447,989, say in round numbers, $3~400,-, 
000. 

Earnings per cap. per annum, $83.33, 
say in round numbers, $83.00. 

Revenue per cap. per annum, actual, 
$14.27, say in round numbers, $14.20. 

Of the total population probably · not 
more than one-sixth, i.e., 40,000 consti
tute the wage earners, but ito b·e on the 
safe side, say one-fourth constitute 
this class. We tl1en get,-

Total wage earners, 60,000. 
Average annual earnings, $333, ($20,-

000,000 -+- 60,000). 
Average daily earnings, $1. 

,... 

Mortality Statistics. 
Total deaths from Consumption fn 

1910, say 700. 
The average duration of a consump·

tive's life is placed at five years, this 
gives total number of consumptives in 
1910, 3,500, (700 deaths X 5 years.) 

82% of the consumprtive population 
develop the disease between the ages 
of 15 and 60. 

The consumptive mortality· in Eng-
land in 1906 wa.s 1 in 887 of total 
population. 

Our death rate from consumption is 
1 in _348 of total populartion. 

82% of the total deaths (700)=570 
deaths annually among wage-earners. 

82% of total cases (3,500)=2,850 
cases consumption annually among 
'vage-earners. 

• 
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Statisticians estimate that if con
sumption were abolished it would be 
equivalent to lengthening the average 
human life by 21h years. 

Owing to our very high consumptive 
death rate this 21h years would be 
considerably increased, but, basing cal
culations upon that figure we gert for 
the present population a total loss of 

· 240,000 X 21h =600;000 years. 

Irving Fisher, Professor of Political 
Economy at Yale University, in a pap
er contributed to the Transactions of 
the International Congress on Tuber
culosis at Washington in 1908 took the 
vie\v that, after allowing for inherited 
weakness, consumprtive fiathesis, etc., 
and deducting the years before 17~ 
a~d after 60, "the . working period lost 
by death is at least 17 years for each 
dying consumptive." 

Apply this to our 570 deaths and we 
get an annual loss in years-570 X 17, 
9,690 years. 

We have se'en the wages earned 
averaged $333, · we thus get an annual 
loss in wages 9,690 X $333=$3,226, 770, 
as these years are lost by the wage 
earners between the ages of 171h and 
60. 

Annual loss to the revenue, $24,937, 
i.e., 700 (deaths) x $14.25 X 21h 
(years.) 

Annual loss to wage earners through 
death $233,100, 700 (deaths) X $333 
(average annual earnings.) 

~ Annual loss through sickness, $949,-
050, allowing one year only of total in
capacity out of the 5 years' illness. 

3,500 (cases consumprtion) x $333 
(average annual earnings), $1,207~087. 

Taking the average annual earnings 
per ,capita at $83; it has be·en ·shown 
that abolition of consumption would be 
equivalent to endowing everyone with 
an extra 2 % years of life, that is the 
power to earn 21h times $83-$207.50. 
As the total ,population is 240,000, abo
lition of consumption would pe equiva-

lent to endowing th~. people of New
foundland with the. enormous sum of 
240,000 x ·$207.50-$49,800,000. , 

In the 1910 report of ithe Registrar 
General may be found ·the following 
figures_. 

Total deaths 3,673. 

Causes of Death. 
Epidemic diseases, 238-6.48 % . 
Tuberc.ulosis all forms, .750-20~42%. 
Nervous diseases, including convul· 

sions, 476-12.97% (say 13%). 
Premature birth and debility, '714-

19.43% (shade less.) 
All other diseases, 1495-40.70% 

(shade more.) 
Tuberculosis causes inore than one· 

fifth of all tl1e deaths in· Nevvfound· 
land. 

Epidemic diseases cause less than 
011e-fif1teenth of all the deaths. 

In addition to these figures we have 
the statement of the Public Health 
Commission for 1911, Appendix A, as 
follows:-

APPENDIX A. 
Consumption in Relation to the Tax

payer. 

It is certain rthat two-thirds of all the 
deaths occuring in this Colony be
tween the ages of twenty and forty
forty-five are caused directly by Pul· 
monary Tuberculosis. 

In the year 1907 there were 800 
deaths· from the disease. 

Very few, if any, of these eight hun
dred deaths OUGHT to have occurred. 

They might nearly all have been 
prevented. 

Let us make a rough estimate of 
what these eight hundred preventable 
deaths are ultimately going to cost the 
general public of t.his Colony in hard 
cash. 

(A)-The average adult individual 
contributes about Thirty Dollars an
nually to the Revenue. The average 
expectation of life of these eiglrt hun
dred victims of · Consumption would 
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I1a v~e been at least tvJ:enty years, if 
c,;ons.u1nption had -not been allowed to -
l{ill them prem-aturely. Eacl1 one of .'. 
tl1ese eight hundred persons would in 
t.110 ordi11ary course of events have 

. . 

co11t ribt1ted $30 per annum during . the 
rcmainclcr of 11is life, ai1d on the aver
age they v-.,roulcl 11ave each lived twen
ty years; that is to say that eacl1 indi
.,{id ual \VOU1<1 llUVe paicl an aggregaite 
an1ol1nt of $30 for tvve11ty years, or 
$600 casl1 to the general Revenue be
fore b.e dic<l, if it 11ad not bee11 · for 
Consu111pt io11. 

'fhesc eight 11undred persons at $600 
cn.c11 \voulc1 give a total of nearly half 
a n1illion dollars, \vl1icl1 st1m the Col
ony \vill ultimately lose in Revenue 
;t l1rougl1 the cleaths caused by Cons
sun1pt ion during one year-·-1907-and· 

. ' 

tl1is an1ol1nt 'vill eventually have to be 
i:1ade goo(} by tl1e sui\rivors. This is 
no·t fancy bt1t fact. 

Of course tl1e 'vl10J.e of tliis loss is 
not ~~et re:ilized,because deatl1s from 
Consumption 11avc reacl1ed rtheir pre~ 

sent t1nprecede11ted totals only within 
the i)ast few )"ears. N evertl1el,ess the 
'-i ctual loss is very .large novv, and it 
will '"'ery soon reach the figure named. 

Consider .· it anorther \v·ay. The 
deaths fron1 Cop.sl1mption have rap
idly inGreased from 654 in the yetir 
1901 (we 11ave n.o intelligii:Jle figures 
before that date) to 801 in 1907. 

Dt1ring tl1ese seven years 5,369 per
sons altogether succu_mbed to Con
sumption. Now if tl1ese 5,369 persons 
\ve~e alive ·to-clay, as tl1ey should be', 
they \vo11ld be each pu:ring $30 per 
annt1m to the Reven"Je. These · 5,369 
i}ersons \vould be co11tributing in all 
$160,000 and those wl10 survive \Vould 
l1a-v"e to contribute $160,000 less t11an 
t l1e)" do now. Ta~{n;tion ·\'vould be very 
appreciably reduced. Furthermore, 
a . large number of people who should 
lJe alive to-day \Vere sacrificed to 
Consumption prior to 1901, say be· 

· tween the years 1882 and 1901, and 
the. ·Revenue 'vhich they . wo.uld pay, 

if \Ve had them · \VitI1 us, .. 'vould am
ount to a very large additional sum. ·· 

We survivors, however, HAVE· TO · 
:rvIAKE GOOD TIIEIR SHARE AND 
OUR OWN TOO, simply ,bccau~e 

. 

Consumption l1as been allo,ved to 
claim its victims and to levy _,. its . tri-

. - . . 
bute of 11uman life in ai1 ever . in
creasing ratio, a11d almo~t \Vitl1out 

' ' -

checl{. If eight h u11dred persons con-
tinue to die ev.ery " year, _ we _sha~l 

have at the end of t\venty years six
teen · t11ousand fc\ver people in the 
Colo11y tl1an 've ought to 11ave, en
tirely~ owing to · Consumption. It is 
easy to see ho'v serious· this loss must . 
be from a social and finb.nciai ·stand
point, a11d \vhat ·an · enormous prac
tical difference it \vould malre to rthe~ 
1Jurdens of the taxpaying public if 
these sixteen thousand people could 
be saved from ·destruction. 

(B)-In every country, however, 
tl1ere is a special money value at
itaching to eacl1 sound adult .. person 
quite .apart f.rom 11is value as a direct 

. . 

contribl1tor of revent1e. 
Tl1e ·country has protected hi1n an.d 

edt1cated him and to that extent a 1t 
least it ha·s made ?-n investment -in 
him in hard casl1; and when h~ 

reacl1es mat1:J.rity, he is exp'ect~~' and . 
if l1e is ·physically and mentally 
sound, he \Vill certainly be able, to· 
return the country a profit on the 
investment befo·re he dies. 

Suppose rtl1ere \Vere only t\venty 
people in Newfoundland to-day. ft 
'\Vould evidently be so ·poor a con1-
n1unity that if to-morrow the ·whole 
of the present p'opulation of · 230,000 
\Vere suddenly dumped into the Col
ony, almosrt all of tl1em 'vould im~ 

mediately 11ave to migrate ?-gai11 or 
. starve. · T11ere \.vould be no roads, no 
boats, no cleared land,. no houses, no 
stocks of food or clothing. 

It ·is manifest that the acc.umulated 
.property of generations must be in 
existence. before our present popu-
lation can, be . supported . .. : . . 
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The means of indust:ry are not en
tirely pr·ovided· 01~ created by the 
individuals of to-day, but to a large 
extent they have been created and 
saved by ot1r predecessors ·for the 
benefit of us who now use rthem; and 
our generation will also increase 
them to the benefit of the general 
commonwealth, and they will finally 
pass on to our successors. 
· A very low estimate of the mone

tary value of an individual adult life 
on this basis· in other countries is 
$1,000. 

Even if we put the value in this 
country (being a poor country) as 
low as say $300, about one year's 
wages, we get a very large annual 
loss directly attributable to Consump
tion. 

Annual Loss in General Wealth •. 
800 lives destro)red, @ $300, $240,-

000 per annum. Ultimate loss to Re
'renue at rate of $500,000 per annum. 
Total, $7 40,000. 

· (NOTE.-These· figures are based 
on 800 deaths, '\vl1ereas the actual 
mortality from Tuberculosis is more 
like 1,000. The figures are conse
qt1ently underestimated). 

Three quarters ·of a million, and in 
addition to this rthere is the enorm
ous cost of nursing and sul)'porting 
those 'vho are stricken with the .dis
ease,pl us all the suffering which these 
things bring. And do not forget that 
a major part of the money has to be 
or will have to be made up by those 
who remain. Every hard working 
man in the Colony is obliged to find 
more money to make good the vari
ous . losses being caused by Con
sumption. 

( C )-Consider further how rterri
bly Consumption and Poverty react 
upon one another. The greatest 
cause of Poverty among , civilized 
communities the world over is Con
sumption, and how much more .is 

' this the case in Newfoundland where 
the death rate is from: three to four 

times as great as it is in. England. 
Evidently, · the . economic loss to 

this community from Consumption is~ 

such that almost any expenditure in , 
reason is justified, and . will show a 
net gain in rtl1e long run. . . -· 

Vigorous legislation . is . necessary" 
and vigorous legislation . must come 
sooner or later. 

The Germans are not sentimental, 
but are practical philosophers, and. 
that they are correcit ·is, I think,. 
more than prov-ed by . the following 
figures adopted fro.m .Marshall Leigh
ton and worked out by Dr. Richer; of 
:rvt:ontreal: 

A human life, at the period 
d ustrial usefulness is worth 
distributed as follows: 

of in
$6,009 

To ·rthe Federal Government $1,000 
(\vhich is the universally accepted 

• 

figure). 
To the Provincial · Government, 

$500. 
To the 

$500. 
Municipal Government, 

To the ·community and family, 
$4,000. 

The above calculations have been 
made from the "rationale' of pro
ductiveness, based ppon the expect
_ancy of life at rthe period o.f indust~ial 
usefulness, as follows:-_t-\.t twenty-, 

five years, the average age at which 
! .~ .. 

tuberculosis is fatal, the expectancy 
of industr1al usefulness is twenty 
y,ears, the ·average earning cap.acity 
·$500 per year, five per ceiirt. of which 
goes to the Provincial and rive to 
the Municipal Government, making -a 
total of $500 to ench in the course of 
the twenty years. These ·contribu
tions are both direcrt and indirect, 
and according to the law of -mutual-, 

. ity represent .·a sum. supenio.r to $5.0-0~ 

but this sum-total, if it . errs,. does . so 
on the side of conservatism . . . ' ' . ' 

To the death roll from .. . consu~p-
, • ' f 

tion the neigh l)ouring Dominion pf 
.. . . . .' 

Canada contributes over 12,000 lives 
~ . . r 
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per year, .. one-seventh oI ·the total 
i1uinber of deaths within its confines. 
In otl1er · words, consumption ca uses 
the death of one Canadian citizen ev- · 
ery "hour during the day and every 
half-hour du·ring the night, and car
ries "them off at an age when they 
are nlost useful to their families and 

from 19 to 300, and in the light Of _ 
i . 

these f.acts, and what is being done 

to the community. 
In N~wfoundla·nd we have an an

nual death roll of 1,000 art the very 
least; that is, nea.rly three persons 
die every t\venty-four hours from 
consumption in Newfoundland, and 
during the past 50 years we have lost 
50,000 from a disease \Vhich we now 
knovv to be curable and preventable. 

. As I have already said, wa;r 11as 
been waged against this monster by 
all the civilized nations. The ·Je~~t 

ma~s were the first to adopt special 
treatment in hospitals and sanitaria .. 
The home treatment wa,s mar·ke·d 1i>Y 
an imp·rovement in the gen·eral sa.nita
tioh, .and better conditions of living·. 
The .public we·re educ·a.ted as to 11ow 
to live, and the s.pread of th'e di.sease 
was che.cked by looking af:ter those 
affected. The result has ·b:een the 
reduction of the death rate from tu ... 
berculosis in Germany 62% in the 
past ··20 years. In oppos'iti.on to this 
excellent exa.mple, c·ertain other 
countries l1ave taken no action wl1at
ever_. One can be named in which 
the ·Consumptive deatl1 rate increased 
in 20 years by 15 % , and a.nother in 
which it ha.s doubled in the last fifty 
years. On the contrary, :again, look 
·at what is being ·done tol-day in the 
United States. At the beg·in11ing of 
1905 there were 25 tuber.cl1losis as
sociations in that country. To-day 
there are GOO similar · bodies, pledged 
"to combat the diseas:e. On January 
1st 1905 there were 115 sanitaria in. 
the United States~to~day there are 
400. The tuberculosis dis~ensaries 

have increa.sed in the same per'iod 

in otl1er c'ountri.es ·such as Cal_lada, 
Irela.nd, England, the United States . 
a.nd Ger·many, can any person entert· 
tain a ·doubt as to our manifest duty? 

How serious a matter it is for. us · 
can be best r,ealized by my quoting . 
from our late Govern·or, Sir William . 
MacGregor, who, in a .public a.ddress 
at the British Hall ·on June 1st 1909-
said-" The population of Newfound
" land is about 235,000. The average 
"number of ,deaths from tuberculos· 
" is l1a.s been 845 · in the Ia.st tl1ree 
"years, out of a mea11 total of 3,589. 
" Now, .as a.bout one in every five of 
" the people of thi.s Colony are at 
" present affected .by ,consumption, ·it 
'' follows that out of the 235,000 of us 
" that form the population ofi the 
"country to-nig·ht, 47,000 of us have 
" to look forward to death by con
" sumption befpre our pr·oper ·time. 
'' To put the ma.tter in a mo·re home .. 
" ly manner, each ·family of five in 
" this Colony has to · be prepare,d, i.ti 
~' no r·em:edy is applied, to see one of 
" tl1eir number go down to th'e grave 
" prematurely through a cause that 
"is ·preventable, through · the silent, 
"tre.acherous invasion of tuber·cul· 

· "ous ·disease. Every mother in this 
· " country that brings into the world 
" five c·hildre.n may expe·ct to see 
" one of them carried to the grave a 
, 
'' victim of this fell malady." 

I 

My ta.sk, in view of such declara-
tions, is render€d easier, because I 
.am not .called upon to pr·ove th.e nee·d 
f·or such a ca.mpaign as we propose, 
or for the substantial outlay which;· it 
will involve. The present und·ertak~ 

.. ing is one which all will admit. is 
€ssential and the outlay involved 

' will be no less im·p.erative. The 
gravity ,a.nd seriousness of· this prob .. 
lem to the country cannot be exag· 
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gerated. · There are· -doubtless some 
very deserving people,wh·ose opinions 
are of value, who may dispute that 
the p·roblem ·is as .grave a one a.s we 
claim, but I think a little reflection 
will show that all the· .statistic·s and 
a)l the material at hand fully ~m

phasize the fact that Newfoundland· 
is in no way in a better position than. 
are those countries. that I have nam~ 
ed, wh·os.e careful statistics 11a ve been 
kept f.or many years:, .and where they 
have found themselves compelled to 

' 

inaugurate far reaching policies to 
grapple with this disease. 

It was only la.st night that I read 
in one of our loc·al papers a quoi:a.
tion from a speech by the Chancel
lor of the Exchequer in Great Bri
tain, Mr. David Lloyd!-George,a great 
modern remedial legislator, and prac
tical statesm.an, who bas introduced 
into the B·ritish Parliament ·that 
measure known as the National In· 
surance Bill. In one of his speeches 
on this mea.sure he said-" It kills 
"as many in the Kingdom in a sin
"gle year as all the zymotic diseases 
" put together, · an·d a very terrible 
".fact in connection w'ith it is the 
" moment a man is attacked and 

·" comp·romised he becomes· a recruit 
"in the destructive army, and pro· 
'' ceeds to injure mortally even 

·" those to whom he is most attached 
" and to scatter infection and dea:l1 
'' in his own household. . • . • • 
''All the resources of this ·country 
'' shourd be placed at the disposal of 
''science to crush out this dise -~S;e. 

'' . . . .· the most heart-rending 
" and painful ·disease that ever af .. 
'' flicted the human race.:'. 

Not alone is the tuberc·ulosis. p·rob'... 
Iem in Ne.wfoundlan·d· one of1 grave 

· importan.ce, but the ·camp1aign against 
it is attended with greater difficulty 
·than in any other country tJ eca~ ! se 

v.ro have to-day ~over 1300 ·l)ettle· 
ments spread around. our coaatline.,-
and hundreds of these settlements 
are with out a ·doctor or ·trained -n "Ir re, 
a11d witl1 very little communication· 
between th·em and the larger settle-
1nents where ·doctors, and nu-rses Ir~ay 
be found. 

Mor;eo·ve•r besides these initial dif·· 
' ficulties there are special fe·atures 

' about the situation in this ·Colony: 
which serve to increase the 0hances 
of infection and encourage the sp·~ead 

of the ·disease. Ill-ventilated ·qt;ar
ters, close hearths, the abandonment 
of open fireplaces .and the substitution 
of the cooking .. stove,-all of these 
have served only too well 'to create 
and foster the incipient stagesi of tbe 
disease. Eve·rything, it may almost 
be said that we have done ·and are , . 

doing, figl1t on the side of tuber.cult. 
osis up to the pres·ent, and hence it 
is that we have seen whole families 
attacked, and .often wiped out !tlto· 
gether. With people living under 
the con·ditions I have indicated, our 
boys and girls, our young men and 
women the very best blood of our 

' country, all become subject to th·e 
disease, and until comparatively re
cently nothing was done in any way 
to attempt to arrest its ravages. 

Public interest in Newfoundland 
in relation 'to this matter may be 
said to have been first ,notified by 
the introduction into -this Chamber 
by Mr. Morine in 1901 of Resolutions 
as follows: -

WHEREAS it is desirable to per
petuate in this Colony, in some ap
propriate f·orm, 'the memory of Her 
Gracious. Majesty Queen Victoria; 

AND WHEREAS amongst the 
many virtues of "Victoria the Good'' 
none were more conspicuous than 
her sympath·y with the sick and af • 
flicted , a,nd works of mercy at , alt 
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time .. _commanded ber . app·roval and 
sµpport; 
·; AND WHEREAS in this . Colony 

tpere -are· very many persons affl.ict
e:<]. ·wjth Consumption-"The Great 

• 

\Vhite:: Plague"~and there is not an 
in~titutiOI.l where the sick may be 
cured, be given pr·oper ca.re, or 
~ave . their sufferings alleviated: 
: AND. WHEREAS the n1ost emin0nt 

P,l1ysician8 ,now · believe that c·onsump- , 
tion is not hereditary, but· is both 
preve~table and curable~ if i;:roper 
tr~~tment be affor·ded in due time, 
whicl1 treatment many sufferers in 
this Colony cannot obtain; 
. R_ESOLVED, that this· L·egislature 
js o.f . Qpinion tl1at the construction. 
. .~ 

and . . maintenance of sanitaria for 
.. -

consumptive patients would be at ,, . 

once, the most . :a.ppropriate and the 
. . . ' 

_most . benefic·ent . memorials to I-1er 
Grac_io.us Majesty; 

. . . . ~ ' 

. RESO~ VED, that this Legislature 
,is Qf opinion. that the creation of 
_such sanitaria is not only a worlr of 
.. mercy, but als9 of quty, to the peo'· . ' .. . . 

,ple Qf tl1is Colony; 

· · A~D , FURTI-IER, that. this· . As
·se_mbly will heartily support a recom

_.mendation by the Governor in Coun
~ cJl . for .granting an. adequate sum for 
the _:erection . and mai11tena.nce of 

·memorial sanitaria. .. . 

wl10 11ave since contributed to · the

work 

· It was a Herculean taslr for any 
private association to · underta.ke. 
The great ·difficulty was where · to 

,, 

b:eg"i11 and 11ow · to begin for few ap-
. ' 

preciated the seriousness of the sit· 
uation. Apatl1y and inertness ex-
, . 

isted all round, and the very efforts 
of the society, ·in its endeavour to 
arouse public opinion to the ·serious
ness of tl1e danger existing on all 
sides, vvere very often made the sub1-
ject of a joke. 

. Picture to ')'~ourself, . Mt. Chairman, 
the situation. .one tl1ousand people 

' 

are dying in the country every year, 
and continuing to ·die, and yet nobody 
exhibits any concern . whatever 'vith 
reference to the situation. Yet, if 
one case of sma.llpox, cholera or ty
plius fever shows itself in tl1e coun· 
try,,it is as if a very deva.stating angel 
. . 

11ad appeared. Fear and horror fill 
. 

ev8ry breast; the press is agitated; 
public . meetings. are called; boar·ds of 
health established; and apathy and 
indiffere11cc give "\Vay to vvatchfulness 
and alertness. Yet in one year we 
lose more of our people by consump
tion tl1an we 11a ve lost in tl1e past 

. . 

fifty years by all otl1er contagious 
diseases put together. 

• ~- No action was ·. taken; however, in Wl1at~ then, is the secret of our 
"relation ·to Mr. Morine's Resolutions . apathy and in-difference in relation 
· and the next stage· in tl1e matter foli- , to this ·disease? The only answer can 
: lowed with the orga.nization . of the be tha.t , owin.g to tl1e insidious . Ila/-
Association for the Prevention · · of ture of the malady, our attention is 

.Consumption, in 1908. , .That Soci- .. not arrested to its danger until it is 
-~ ety, , there can be no doubt w.I1ateve:r, too late, a.nd then nothing can be 
. has .do:q.e excellent . work. Tl1e higl1 done. A case · of smallpox is on us 

est . praise is. due the Pre.sident, Hon. and over in a few days, and we not 
.. John Harvey, the late Governor,. Sir a.lone take every precaution and safe
' Williaµi _MacGr·egor, . '\Vho . was . a.c· , guard to protect ourselves, but the 
W' tiv,ely <identified witl1 it.s . i~ception, .author~ties placard our houses and 

~ .. · ~ ~ 

. a_.nd . t.o the< o_ther zealous members of ci,uara.ntine us in order to protect th·e 
. . . 
: , tl1e f\.s~oc·iation, qS . vvell . as to tl1os.e , public. 

.. . \ . - . '-- ~ -
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A11d y·et no precat1tions arc taken 
in relation to consumption and we 

' a·llo'\v -tl1ose · -vvho a!'e · afflicted witl1 
it to continue for· weel\:s and months 
and years witl1011t helping any of 
them to,vards recovery, without safe· 
gt1ardlng ourselves ·from the infection 
o:c wifhout protecting tl1e public from 
its ·ravag·es. On the contrar)r, tl1e 
11ouse wl1ere the patient resides be
comes tl1e rendezvou3 for tl1e neigh ... 
bours, and before tl1e victim has suc
cumbed 11osts of 11is friends and re· 
1 ::.t!ons . visit l1in1. 

In ·1909 when tl1e present Govern
ment came into office, they recogniz .. 
·ed tl1e seriousness of this. matte·r, but 
it was one upon wl1ich no far-reach· 
ing or decisive action could be taken, 
owing to tl1e difficulties which sur
roundecl tl1e question eve11 in the 
·treatment of tl1e patients. No one 
'co11ld discuss the question with Dr. 
:Brel1m, tl1e Medical Health Officer, 
\vitl1out becoming impressed with 
the app·alling cl1aracter of tl1e situa
tion. Dr. · Brehm is a inost consci
er1tious and careful official. I have 
l1ad macl1 to do \Vith 11in1 ti1e past 

·three years, and tl1e public can safe
'·1y conclude tl12.t anytl1ing· 11e stUJtes 
reg·arding thfs disease can be amply 
corroborated. , He has written me 
some appalling facts regarding· it. 

-IIe 11as stated tha.t over 4,000 people 
·a:-e to-day affected with the disease 
in the Colony; that at least one 

· thousand ·die every year; and tha,t 
we cannot longer ·delay in taking up 
tl1e taslr of coping witl1 the· situation. 

· J.;.,or · instance, in q, letter f~ddressed 

to me on Febr11ary l3th la.st, 11e deals 
with this subject exl1austively, an·d 
it may be intere·sting to }{now that, 
in -his opini.o-n., the situation i-s even 
worse than it would seem to be from 
tbe· reports of1 the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, for he is of opinion that 

man·y ca.ses of C011G umption are . othi. -

erwise reported. Tl1e letter is as 
follows: - - · " 

"111 a.ccordance witl1 · your ins~r~c

tions I beg to enclose her·ewith a 
statement of the total number , · of 

-
ca.ses of tuberculosis which have 
been ·reported from all the distrj cts 

•, . . in tl1e country-from Oc~ober 26th, 
1909 to Fel:ruary ·1otl1, 1912. It is~ ' ' 

to be feared 11owever, thr:-t these ' - . '· 

figures do not even approximately 
represent eitl1cr the whole extent of 
tl1e disease tl1rougho11t the Island, or 
its comp·arative prevalence in tl1e 
different di£jtricts. Ther·e must un
doubtedly be a large number of cases 
whicl1, for so1ne reason · or other,have 
not yet been reported. The major
ity of these may be cases living in 
isolated settlements or in the ·early 

' stages o~ the disease, who · have nevt-
. er consulted a doctor, but as mention· 
ed in my letter- of the 3rd instant, 
some meclical practitioners are· very 

·careless about reporting their cas·es. 
Tl1e great variation in tl1e number 
for the ·different districts is largely 

·due to · tl1e ·difference in the '\Vay in 
"Wl1icl1 medical men · c·omply with the 
Regulations, some being very consci-
entious and carefully reporting all 

' cases seen,wl1ile others are still very 
negligent. There 11as been· a steady 
imorovement i11 tl1is matter, howev-

"' 
er, and I hope that with the further 
development and organization of the 

- ca.mpaign against tuberc·ulosis, · the 
returns will soon be complete enough 
to give a fai·1Iy accura,te idea · as to 

· ·the real prevalence of the · disease 
throt1gl1out the country. In all coun
tries it is a very difficult matter · to 
obtain reliable information upon this 
point. It seem.s to be generally 
agreed ·by authorities that, at a mod· 
erate estimate,there must be at least 
five· living cases. for eacl1 de·ath.: -rn 
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1.910 there were,. about 7 50 registere·d 
deaths from\ tuberculos.is in New
foundland. At the above ·rate there 
~ust therefore be about 4,000 living 
cases in the country. 

A considerable number of the cas
es 'in the settlements have ·died since 
being reported. In St. John's disr 
trict3 this number is 83,. but I have 
no accurate information as to deaths 
being merely ·reporte·d by the ·doctors 
to the local magistrates for the PU'.r· 
pose of disinfection.'' 

If the 4,000 cases of consumption 
_v;hich, accor;ding to Dr. Brehm, exist 
in the .country to-night,-not to 
speak of the thousands of unreported 
.ones,-could be gather.ed into one 
centre, or even into ten centres, it 
would b·e a simple pro bl em . to deal 
witn; but when we remember, a.s I 
have said, that these 4,000 cases are 
. spread over the Island in 1300 set-
tlements, extending over ·some thow. 
sands of miles of, seab·oard, the diffi
culty of how and where to begin, 
whether the campa.ign should . be 
started by a propaganda of education, 
by individual effort among the peo
ple, o·r by the establishing of .. sani .. 
taria, hospitals and disp1ensa·ries, 
greatly accentuate the seriousness of 
the proble:r;n and con1pel ca.ref11l and 
.special enquiry. Accordingly, in the 
Speech from the Throne at the open-

. ing of the first session of· the present 
Legislature in 1909, His Excellency 

. the Governor made the following. de
claration on behalf of the present ad
ministration-

· · "The ravages wrought amongst ouir 
·people by the spread of tuberculo.sis, 
commonly know·n as consumption, 

· ·throughout the ·colony make it ne.-
' cessa:ry that the State ·should aSl-

"SUme the iresponsibility of ,endeavor .. 
ing to arrest its future spread. Hith

. erto priva~e philanthropy,through the 

agent ofl the· Society fo·r the Preven· 
tion of Consumption, has undertaken 
this task,and their labou.r.8 have b1een 
such as to merit the c·ommendation 
of all who would see suffering hur 
manity rid of this dread white _plague. 
My Ministers propose to appoint a 
Commiss.ion to deal with this sub
ject in its larger phases, and to sup
plement and extend the laudable 
work already accomplished. You 
will be invited to provide a sum for 

I 

tl1is purpose." 

In accordance with this declara 
tion, tl1e Executive Council recom-
mended to His Excellency the ·Gov· 
ernor tl1e . appointment .of a Commis
,sion ·consistin.g of Hon. John Har~ 

' vey, , Cha.irman; Doctor Keegan, Se-
oretary; Doctors Rendell, Fraser and 
Brehm, whose: instructions were as 
follows-"To enquire into an·d· :report 
upon and ·deal with, in>Sofiar as the 
funds placed at your disposal by the 
Gover·nment from time to time may 
allow the whole question of tuber· ' . 
culosis, its extent and growth in 
N~wfoundland, its caus·es, the reme
·dies which might be adopted to pre
vent its spread, and particularly the 
part that teachers in the public 
schools ·might take in that · connec
tion; the instruction of the teachers 
at the trainin.g -s.c.hools in a special 
c·ourse of sanitation and -of ,those 

' who ha v.e passed out of! said training . 
schools without having had the priv· 
ilege of such instruction, but who are 
now engaged in teaching in this Col
ony; tl1e teaching pf households by 
lectures, pamphlets and personal 
visits; the methods of improvdng the 
health of the people '1generally, and 
of the water supply of all ·places 
which are centres of population; in
fantile mortality, its causes and · rem .. 

·'. edies; the establ'ishing of . district dis· 
p·e~saries '·and dis~rict trained nu~_es; 
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tl1e structure of dwellings, with a 
view. to imp·r·oving sa.nitation, dry:
ness and drainage; the laying out of 
towns with regard to sanitation and 
drainage; the _ establishing of cleans
ing and disinfecting staffs. in towns; 
the registration of infectious diseasl· 
es and o~ infected 11ouses · where dis
eases. sucl1 as tuberculosis occur; 
and fuller and more correct returns 
of v'ital statistics." That Commission 
11as p<irformed splendid work. It was 
provided with an annual sum of 
$4,000, increased 1I1ureover at its de-
mand, so that in three years the 
Commission has expended for the 
Government over $20,000 in the way 
of educating tl1e public as to the 
treatment and care of tuberculosis 
and as to tl1e most effective methods 
of p~revent~ng the· spread of the dis
ease. 

·1n their ·report for tl1e year 1909, 
the Commissioners say-They have 
found the subject an ·exceedingly in
volved and difficult one, touching the 
life and habits of the p·eople of the 
Colony at many points,and it became 
early apparent that a large and ex .. 
pensive organization is required to 
deal with it at all efifectively. An in
itial grant of $4000 has been IJia~\.~ 11 

in the hands of the Commissio11, ai1d 
the obligations assumed by them in 
this conn8ction will be ref.erred to in 

a late·r paragraph of this re1)ort. 
~.1 eantime the Commission desiro tn 
express thei,r ap·preciation of the ac
·ts on of the Gove·rnment in l)l:lci11g 
tri~ gr·ant at the-ir unc·ontr J~l.e l <l!',:

·Pf f al without reservations of any 
1:ind save only that it be utiliz ~d ft',· 

tl1e object in view. It is to be noted 
· t~1~: i11 nearly every . country as tl1e 

rt:!Et!lt ot the enlightened · 11101ler~1 

c8111paig11, a very substantial a11t1 

progressive decline in the· dea t l1- rate 
f1as ·been for som€J time in e "'J' Itle1l ·~ e. 

·And tl1ere seen1s no· -doubt bt1t tl1at 

it can be .fought with even more suc· 
cess here than elsewhere if. the Col· 
ony will spend tb.e necess.ary money 
upon it. 

The establishment of sanitaria, 
while at first 'Slight it has m·ore to do 
with tl1e · cure than with the preven
tion of Consumption, is in reality- a 
very strong factor towards preven
tion. Sanitaria· may .be of two kinds, . 

(a) Hos·p·itals or; establishm·ents. 
for taking advanced cases, not so 
much witl1 the idea of1 curing· t·hem as 
of segregating them and' removing a 
sou·rce of infection. Incidentally, of 
course,th~e patients· are benefitted by' 

the treatment even thougl1: they can .. 
not be cured. It is inostly from these 
advanced cases tl1at infection is 
spread, partly through direct inocu
lation oil others, ·and partly by the 
infection of · houses from the sputum 
of the patient. 

(b) Establishments fo·r taking 
early cases. These serve tlie doub
le purpose of curing or at least great
ly improving tl1e patients, and what 
is still greater importance, of thor· 
oughly~ 'ed uc·a ting them in the r!ght 
mode of! life for the protection. of 
those around them. Every- patient 
returning to his hom.e from such. an 
institution would be sufficiently . e.d
ucated to continue his· own treatment 
and would be a constant centre of ed
ucation for otl1ers~ 

Tl1e Comn1ission has had under 
·discussion tl1e question of sanatoria. 
It is estimate·d by authorities in the 
Unite·d States that suitable sanato·ria 
cost about $500 ·p·er bed to erect, the 
cost, both of erection and · maintenl· 
ance, ·depending to some· extent ·, up· 

on the size. Buildings suitable· for 
tl1~s purpose need not cost anything 
like that in N ewfoundlan·d. The prob· 
lem may be dealt witl1 in two · ·way,s 
here,-either by the ·erection --ofi ·a 
series of small sanitaria in dif.fer·ent 
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localities (a n1etl1od adv·ocated by 

some of tl1e medical corre:;pJndents 
of the ·Commission), or by tl1e erec
tion of one or two large institutions. 

. It is apparent that ·for the city of 
St. Jol1n's the thing most ur~·ently 

.required is an 11ospital for ·€xtren1e 
cases to wl1icl1 adva11ced patients 
who are doing so much to spread tl1e 
disease in the crowded varts o~: the 
town, could be removed. 'f'l1e·re is 

· at present no place to wl1icl1 a poor 
consumptive can be tal~en. This of
ten. enta1ils gre:::.t hardshlp. He cannot 
be admitted to the General or Fever 
IIospitals., and he is obliged to live 
in a crowded tenement district This • 

is obviously false eco11omy, and cost 
the comm 11nity a great deal mor 

. tl1an \vould his separate mai11tenan .~e 

in a plac1J "W"l1ere he could do no 11arm 
to otl1ers. For the out;o:-t5, on the 
other 11and, tl1e Com1nission believe 
that tl1e m.ost urgen.t ca.11 is ratl1er 
for sanatoria for curable c1ses. 

The Gommission 11a ve come to the 
conclusion, so far as thedr p;esent 
deliberations 11avc carried then1 tl1at 

' some attempt at sanatoriun1 treat-
m.ent of incipients oug·l1t to be tenta
tively made at once. They believe 
tl1at a ccnclusive trial of tl1e sana
torium method in tl1e outports can 
be made at a cost of not o'\·er $4000 
or $5000, and if tl1e Le.gislatu:"e can 
see its 'vay to inc·reaserl appropria· 
tion to the ser,rices of tl1e Commis
sion they will be prepared to make a 
test of t11e matter '\Vitl1 a. view to as· 
certaining wl1etl1er tl1e system can 
be ad vantag·eous~y extended or not. 
Auel tl1ey believe tl1at for St. J ol111's 

a ,special Hospital for advaJj_ced cas
es 11as becon1e aii una ''oida1)le i1eces· 
sity, if con.stant 1"einfectior1 o~· te11·~· 

ments and a.ii indefinite spreacl of 

Tuberculosis in tl1e cit}r is to be 
av·oided. 

. J 

Recommended ti1at a trial be made 
' at 011ce to test the practical value of 

sanatorium treatment here. 

In tl1eir lSlO report tl1e Comrn'is· 
• s1oners say-

TlJ e total number of deatl1s in tl1is 
Colony for tl1e past five yea1 s., which 
are g·iven for comparison, a~e as fol· 
lows:-

1905 . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,925 

19 06 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
19 07 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19 08 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19 09 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4,663 
4,122 

4,142. 
3,683 

For tl1e purpose of further cont· 
parison it inay be mentioned that for 
1901 tl1e total deatl1s were 3,865. 

During the past five years deatl1s 
from tuberculosis have been us fol
lows:-

Rate per 
Ye:ir Deatl1s 1,000 living. 
1905 804 ') r::: v .D 

1906 933 4. 
1907 801 3.43 
1908 802 3.38 " 
1909 736 •) 1 u. 

It will tl1us be seE-n tl1at tl1e nun1· 
ber of ·deatl1s since 1906, wl1e11 tlle 
agitation on this subject began,sho,vs 
a steady decline and that they <:re 
now less tl1an they vvere in' 1900. 

The Commission feels that tl1e ex
penditure ·of the grant of $100,000 r-e· 

cently provided by t11e Legislature in 
connection witl1 Scl1ool Buildings, is 

going to have a most marl{ed effect 
on tl1e 11ealtl1 and 11appines·s of the 
comn1unity. E;i,cl1 one · of tl1e de· 

i1omina.tional bodies wl1icl1 11ave !l1e 
expenditure of this m·oney is direct· 
ing its attentio11 in a most decicled 
way to.,~·vards tl1e c1uestion o~· sanii~

tion i11 connection witl1 any scl1ools 
wl1icl1 participate in tl1e grant, arid 
tl1e educational effect,not 011ly among 
cl1ildren, but amo11g· - .tl1e adultf; 

I 
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wherever tl1is question is considered 
and discussed by school boar·ds and 
others is sure to be very m'.1..rked. , ' 

Extract from 1911 Re.port Signal Hill 
-

Hospital. A11 ·average of from 20 to 
30 conEumptive patients 11ave bee11 
constantly under treatment at tl1is 
11ospital 'vith marked success. It 
is ·impossible to spe:i.k too 11igl1ly of 
the work that is being quietly .jone 
by Dr. Campbell and his staff at this -
institution. A very large number of 
patients, many of them in an advanc
ed stage of consumption, ·have been 
.greatly improv~d, a.nd those wl10 
11ave voluntarily gone tl1ere, wh'ile 
benefd.tting themselves, at tl1e same 
time ·have relieved the.ir families 
from the e·ver present danger of in
fection. 

.- Sariitaria. ·Tl1is subject was <lea.It 
with iri t11e last report, wl1en it was 
Etated tl1at the Commiss'ion were un
able to recommend the Government 

' ' 

to incur tl1e lar·ge expense incidental 
to tl1e adoption. of sanita·rium treat .. 
n1ent on a.ny considerable scale at 
the present time. The matter, has, 
however, be:~n urged l:>y some of the 

medical correspondents . of the Com

mission, vvhose views command con-
• 

sideration. it has been suggest;d 

that small and inex.pensive s:tnitaria 

for individual districts, conducted un

der the lo·caf doctor's eye, s•1ould be 
tried at l' ~ast experimentally. 

Tl1e two g·reat difficulties, as point· 
ed out, are in the first place how to 
find early cases, still in the curable 
st~te, ai1d ilow to prevail upon them 
to abandon . their 11omes and families 
and stay in an dnstitutio11 · . long 
ei1oug·l1 to be cured; and in tl1e se
concl place 110-vv to ptovide for tl1e 
rc:st of tl1e· family during tl1e pGriod 
of treatment. T11ere can be no 
{1011bt that if. all adva,nced ca.ses of 
co11s11n1ptio11 ·co·uld be removed fron1 

tl1eir 11omes · a11d properly looked af
ter in special institutions, a great 

· step would 11ave been taken towards 
tern1inating tl1e ra \Ta.ges of tl1e dis
ease. Sanitaria 11ave an - indirect 
\ralue in educating tl1e patient while 
u11der · tre3-tinent. 

Tl1e compulsory 'vitl1drawal and 
segregation within dnstitutions of ad;· 

va.nced and incurable cases ! 8 a . cry~ 
. i11g need in ·definite localities, espe
cially in St. J ol1n' s. 

I11 a very valuabie report whicl1 I 
have had from Dr. vVakefie1d, wl10 is 
giving 11.is services gratuitously to 
this W8rk in c·onnection witl1 the A. 
P.C., the Doctor says:- · -

Death rate from· Tuberculosis in Nfld. 

and Labrador. 

Accor·ddng to the official statistics, 
750 persons ·died from tuberculosis 
in Newfoundland and Labrador dur
ing 1910. Owing, 11owe.ver, to 
avoidable and unavoidable fallacies 
in the returns., tl1e actual number of 
deatl1s ·due to tuberculosis is un ... 
doubtedly muc11 greater than 750. A 
sl1ort glance tl1i"ough the official sta
tistics is suffic.ient evidence of this; 
110'\v mt1cl1 g· ~"eater, it is im:possible to 
say. Certainly to place the num· 
ber at 1000 is a very conse'rvative es· 
timate. It may tl1erefore be stated 
witl1out fear o~ .any exaggeratio11 
tl1at during the year 1910 not less 
than 1000 deaths were caused "by tu

b, ~rculosis in Newfoundland ·and La· 
brad-0r. · 

Excessive death rate Compared to 

Other Countries .. 

Accor-ding to the above estimate 
tl1e death ra.te from tuberculosis in 
t11e Colony in 1910 was 4.14 per .1,000 
living, and 27.2 per 100 deatl1s; ·, and, 
therefore-, one ·deatl1 in ·eve.~y - 3.67-
was due to l:uberculosis. 

In England and Wales sin1ilar fi-· 
gures for ·1909 are ·1.52 per 1000 ·Iiv, · 
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Ing,. and 10.5 per 100 ·deaths, and one 
death out of every 9.52. These fi.· 

gures may be taken as a fair aver· 
age, or perhaps a little better than 
those of most ·civilized countries. In 
Australig, (See r·eport o~ ::mperial 
Medical Institute), the figures are 9 

· per 1000 deaths., and 1 death out of 
every 11.11." 

In the lig·ht of . all this inf·ormation, 
the Government recently came to 
the conclusion that . the time had no'v 
arrived when the t1sk of dealing 
with this matter could no longer be 
left to private agencies; that it was 
not fair to either the Public Health 
Commdssion . or to the public gener
ally, that tl1e task of coping with 
this disease should be continued any 
longer by any ag·ency other than a 
Government Department, every offi
cial connected with whdc·h should de· 
vote his whole time to dealing with 
the matter,-not piecemeal, by ·sec
tions or settlements, but compre
hend~ng the whol~a ·couil11:ry; wllile 
at the same time a, policy would be 
inaugurated wl1ich would apply the 
laws of prevention and cu:-e to every 
case in the Island Invoking, further, 

' all educational influences to the aid 
of the Government in this campaign, 
so that within a reasonable time it 
might be possible to look for the 
complete extermination of this 
plague fror.1 among·st us. 

. We have to look at ·this matter 
from two aspects, first, the humane
from the standpoint of humanity, be
cause after all, 've in this Legisla
ture represent the people. We are 
doing for them \vhat they cannot 
conveniently do for -then1seelvs. We 
are as much responsible in this con
llection for their lives, and tl1e es
tablishme11t of · ev.ery possible safe
guard against~ the spread of the c1is-- ~ '· 

e<_lse, as we are for . building light-
houses to . , protect , then1 · from the 

dangers incident to their perilous 
avocations on the sea. The health 
of the people is the supreme law of 
the state-and not alone rtheir health 
but the welfare and comfort of the 
people is included therein. 

If the health . of the people, then, is 
the supreme law, and if an epidemic 
ravages tl1e land, the pe_opl0 pro· 
perly and naturally look to the Gov
ernment for protection and help. 
They ask, in a sense, "What are you 
going to do about it?' We cannot rid 
ourselves of this responsibility and if 
we once admit rthat the devastating 

·disease is in our midst, and is creat
ing as much havoc as did the devast
ating angel amongst the Egyptians 
in the olden time, slaying the first 
born, and leaving homes desolate and 
bereaved, then we can remain no 
longer ine:nt. vVe have to .be up and 
doing and must wrestle with this 
common enemy. Humanity first, .mu
tual safety second, calls for united 
action between the north and south 
poles of society. Capitalist and work
ingman, master and servant, are equal 
in this greatest of modern missions; 
there is iio distinction of class or qual
ity; disease and death bring all men 

·to a common level; we cannot, : ·by 
united or any other effort, defeat 
death ultimately, but '\\re have it in 
our ·power to combat disease, some 
kinds partially, some effectively. That 
the work we have com111enced is neces
sary cannot be denied; that it is ef
fective is am1)ly proved. The man, the 
woman, · the father, the inother, ·. the 
brother, the sister, who stand aloof, 
says in effec1t; "Let danger surround 
me; let those sink who ca.nnot swim." 
The one "\Vithout family, witl1out kin
dred, '\Vho adopts a similar stand, says, 
~'What is Society, or what is my bro
ther man to me?" In short rtl1ey 
stand on the banks of the river into 
which 11un1a.n beings l1ave fallen, and 

·' 

when they could save them by stretch-
ing· forth a hel1)i11g 11and, they allow 



I 

HOUS~~ OB_. ASSE:lv!BLY PROCEEDINGS., 9.7 
r 

them to perish mis~rably and hope
lessly. To do rthis actually would be 
criminal; to . do it morally is almost 
the same. 1."'he person capable of do
i!lg it morally would almost do it actu
ally; and the same person, with posi
tions reversed, would be the first to 
cry out for assistance. I ca.nnot believe 
there i~ sucl1 a one in Newfoundland. 
ancl am satisfied it is only thoughtless-
11ess or ignorance of Christ;s command 
as given through the Bible tl1at hind
ers any citizen doing his part, be it 
great or small. 

I1t is not a question of \vhat it is go-, 
ing to cost, for the money has got to 
be found: Again, apart from the h u
mane side of the question the best 
thing a ·Government can do is to save 
its people. The people are ithe assets 
of a country, and every life saved is 
a hellJ, and we should do battle for it. 

I snid, Sir, that such a battle is be
ing waged all over the world. All coun
trie :~ are fighting this disease, and it 
is now our duty-lat e in the day 
though it be-to do our part, and un
dertake the supreme responsibility of 

trying to save tl1e people. Witl1in the 
past year or t'vo 1.he Association for 
the Prevention o'f Consumption has 
had two or three doctors in the coun
try giving special attention to this 
problem. I 11ave had an oppor1tunity 
o f: r"eading tl1eir repo.rts, and they dis
close such cases of woe and misery as 
'voulci make one's heart bleed. It is, 
perl1aps, the saddest story ever told 
in connection vvith Newfoundland-the 
story of the desolation of whole · set
tlements, and the wiping out of entire 
families. There is no one who could 
read this record of what is going on 
in Newfoundland to-day without be
i11g inspired '\Vith tl1.e very strongest 

desir·e to engage in tl1e battle ag·ainst 

this diseaEc, and assist to the best of 

11is ability in its extern1ination. 

Tl1is country o'ves a debt of grati

tude to the ladies and gentlemen who 

have promoted this organization, a11d 
-vvho have given all this voluntary worlr 
in connection \vith it, worlt which had 
i10 other stin1ulua than it.hat vvhich 
comes from doing good, and being able 
to deserve tl1e gratitude which is the 
only payment vvl1ich can 'be made in 
so many of these cases. We could 

·11a ve vvished tl1at it were possible to 
·avail of the services of 1the gentlemen 
who compose the Commission on Pub
·lic Healtl1 to aid us in this compaign,. 
but their hands are already fully oc-
cupied with other work, and they are 
not alone busy men, b1:;.t ,.,ery bltsy 
men. Tl1ey have given all the spare 
time they could rto enquiring into the 
matter on the lines of their commis
sion, but it \vould not be fair to leave 
tl1e responsibility any longer on them 
or to burden them witl1 duties 
whicl1 properly belong to those who 
are entr·usted with the c·onduct of 
public affairs in this island; and ac
cor·dingly, a.s they intimated tl1at t11e 
work was. getting beyond thelr pow~ 

e rs, vve have decided to create a com:. 
petent department with full pow-
er"s to undertake tl1e ·campaign 
against consumption in N e'\vfound 
land. Much valuable information 
11as been gathered from the resea.rch: 
es of this. Commission on Public 
Health, and .from the labours of th·e 
A.P.C., so tl1at \ve do not conceive 
that it will be an extremely serious 
matter to work out a plan for carry
in·g on this ca.mpaign, a.nd we are 
now asking tl1e Legislature to vote 
sufficient money to set the work on 
foot, and enable us to determine up-
011 the lines upon w11icl1 it is to be 
carried out . . 

It will be needless for me to go 
very ft1lly into a -description of the 
methods by wl1icl1 tl1e prevention and 
cure of: consumption is accomplished 
in other countries. Tl1ere · a·re three 
principal agencies for tl1is object 

.. 
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and thes~, I have no ·doub~, will be this work will be carried out. Thia 
invoked in this crusad~. 

'· ' 

(.1) 
' 

Dispensary Eistablishme.nts.-
r 

These . have, been a great success', 
..- . . /. . 

and are much · used in Scotland, Eng-
land, Ireland 1and America. The past 
four. or five years there has been a 
great · movement in Ireland .. against 
tuberc·ulosis: · The Viceroy an(l his 
wife, ·Lord -and Lady Aberdeen, have 
gone ·into ·t11e \vhole · subject and as 

·' a result there are -all over Ireland to1 
day centres for dealing with this 
problem in its various phases. The 
people get .ad vice as to food and 
treatment, almost without leaving 
their own homes. 

rrhen there is ano.ther class that 
will go into· the sanita:ria. These 
are what may be termed in the inci
.pient sta,ges, who ca.n be cured if tak· 
en in time, but vvho require in a very 
·large percentage of; cases to be re .. 
moved entirely . from tl1eir surround· 

" ings. . They will be taken into thesE-
sanitaria, and sent forth not alone 
cured, not alone he3.lthy happy citi· 
zens, but every one a missionary pro,. 
claiming the . new Gospel, a.nd advis
ing other·s how to a void the· danger 
of this infection. . Every man, WO· 

man and child who goes into one of 
these institutions and goes out curr 
ed, goes out .confirmed, a.s it were, 
in the new health doctrines and be· , 
comeis as I have said a missionary 
in favour of tl1e new movement. 

Th·en there is. the Hospital, where 
confi'rmed cases will be s;e·nt, persons 
who in a very ·large percentage of 
cases cannot be cured themselves,but 
W.ho will be p·ut in these Hospitals 
very largely fo·r tht.1 purpose. of sav
ing others, and savin1g the communii. 
ty, whilst at the same time a large 
proportion Of! themselves may be cur
ed and may be saved. But these 
are all matters of detail, a.s to how 

• 

Legislature or this G·overnment, ;()r 

any administration that ma.y be in 
cl1arge will not be. able to . attend to 
tl1e ·details of so vast an .. undertakin5. 
What we ha.ve to do is, . having rea
lized the gravity of the situation, to 

. . 

get so1n8. person competent to t,?.lce 
cha.rge cf it. What we \Vant is · a 
health I{itc.hener, a man in whon1 vie 
can have a.bsolute reliance, a irtall 

thorou.gil1l)'· con1petent-a faddist .;f 

you like in .relation to this particJi· 

lar "\Vork, and having got the ri<?;'.1t 
man, the r1ght Doctor, the right f}c11-
eral, then give . him ·carte· blanc:he 
and say to him, "Now, what do yo·1 
recommend? Here is the patient,l1ere 
is tl1e c·ondition of the patient \vi.at 

' nature of a.n op·e.ration do you re· 
' 

commend?" 

It will not be for us laymen, to de· 
cide whether it s\hould be ;1.a.nitaria 
or hospitals or dispensaries: wheth
er we should rely ·entirely -on litcra
tur,e, on education in the schoc)l'R, on 
compulsory notification, or on hospit 
a.Is-all these are mere links in a 
grea.t chain or cogs in the machinery 
necessa.ry to combat and figl1t this 
disease, and t11e less we 'laym6n have 
to say as to details tl1e· more likely , 
is this matter to be SllCCessful . . 

The resolutions which I shall ~ub-
-' 

mit later to tl1e Committee. are sim"· 
·ple and few, because I have consider
ed it unnecessary to have this leg\s· 
lation too cun1bersome, because lilre 
all legislation of its class you cannot 
put in one Resolution or in one Bill 
~o-day all that will likely b·e neces1· 
S3..ry for the i1ext fifteen or twenty 
years; but it will be found in rela
tion to the Bill when it comes before 
the House tl1at there is sufficient 
power to ·deal with every phase of 
th'i$ question . as it a.1~1ses. 
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I submit tl1en Mr. Chairman that 
we are in a very splendid position 
11er·e . in this ne'v venture tl1s.t we are 
maki11g. We are fortified-sadly if 

you like, but fortified,-by facts · and 
fig·ures which I have 
\vl1ich I -vvill quote. 

quoted and 
We know of 

the existence of the disease,vle lrnow 
of tl1e exte11t of the disease. Vv c 
ha,re the researches of tl1e gentle· 
·men wl1ose names I h'.:tve alrea·dY 
mentioned, and we ca11not · delay an 
·hour in · declaring· war against ·the 
enemy. 

I said before I did not think it ne" 
cessary to labour the a.rgument, that 
I thought it f 1air to assume tl1at ev· 
ery one had made up his mind as to 
tl1e nece·ssity for this undertaking, 
but ·a few facts may be inter·esting. 

The great Civil Wa.r in the 
United States de·stroyied 650,000 in 
four years. We· know tl1at '600,000 

die of consumption every four years 
in the United States, in other words 
there ·is a Civil War as far as the 
death rate 'is concerned in the -united 
States ever y four years. 

I shot1ld like to briefly ref er to the 

. .• 

ty he oug·ht be taken by us as an im· 
portant witness. He sa.ys :-

"The annual cost of consumption 
in N ewf:oundland to-day in sicknes~ 

' 

amounts to 3,500 cases, in deatJ1s 
700, a.nd in ·dolla.rs $1J200,000." He 
says that these figures are basie d on 
the Report of the Registrar Genera:] 
for 1910, the Revenue Tables of thE 
Auditor ·General for 19D9 and ·ntl1er 
sourc·es. Then 11e goes and fig11r 1~s 

tl1e whole matter· out, and shows pre• 
· cisely how tl1ese very amazi t1g fip; 

ures Cl.re arrived at. • 

· In tl1e study of'. this q uestio11, J\tlr 

Chairman, as I 11ave said befoce, J 

am very much indebted to our P 11b· 

lie Health Office:-, Dr. Brehn1, who 
11a.s g·ive11 me .11is r·esearcl1es in re
lation to this matter and t:1e very 
latest word in relation to T 11berc11l 
osis. A day or two ago he ser1t me 
a pampl1let by Dr. Flick, who is o~e 
of - the foremost .autl1orities in 1J1e 

United States and 11e says-"In ' . 

tl1is -vvorlc that I forwar d you D!'. 

Flic·k states very clearly the metl1iJds 
tl1at ha-ve been of t11e greatyat valt1e 
in reducing tl1e· mortality from 'I'u-

opinion of Doctor Rendell, who 11as berculosis in Pennsy ivania." 
given an opinion 11imself on the mat- In the booklet, which is entitled 
ter. He is one of the Commissioners 
and 11e has prepared for me a very 
interesting paper in ·relation ~o ti1ir; 

\·vhole question of Tuberculosis. J 

would delay the Committee too long 
' if. I were refer to it at any lengtl1, 

a.nd I shall be· very brief and confine 
myself to n1erely mentioning it. He 
11as gone into the matter very thor· 
ougl1ly, ve·ry carefully arid very ex, 

l1austively. 1-Ie has been in this Col· 
ony practising· for nearly thirty years, 
a11d 11e 11as lcept himself thoroughly 

' 

posted in what is going on in other 
. . 

countries in relation to this matter) 
and with 11is local knowledg·e f-tnd ac 

quaJntance and his well l{nown abili: 

"The Progress in the Tuberct1losis 
Campaign in Pennsylvania up to 
1911'' Dr. Flick says:-

"Tl1e campaig·n a.gainst tuberculosis 
bega.n formally in Pennsylvania in 
1892 witl1 tl1e organization of tl1e 
Pennsylvania Society for the Preven· 
tion of Tub·erculosis. , Prior to that 

. ' 

time things had been done which 
might have 11ad an influ·ence for a 
reduction in tl1e dea.tl1 rate from tu
berculosis, although they were· not 
,done specifically f:or that purpose.· 
Tl1e gene·ral 11ospitals and almshous~ 
es all over the state 11ad harbored 

• 

and thereby isolated advanced COll-
. 

.sumptives. Tl1e Co11sumptive Hon1e 
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of the Cit)r Mission of Philadelphia 
' 

had been star ted in 1876 and the 
' . 

Rush !-Iospita.l 11ad been founded in 
. . 

1890. Dr. Wm. Webb 11ad taught 
the contagiousness of tuberculos'is 
early in the eighties: a.nd Koch's ·dis
covery. 'of the tubercle bacillus had 

•' ' 
been promulgated in 1882. Since 
1902 the Free I-Iospital f 1or Poor ConL 
sumptives a.nd Wl1ite I-Iaven Sana
torium Association have been organ .. 
·ized the Henry Phipps Institute has 

' 
b·een established the Tuberculosis 

' Department of the city of Phila.del-
phia has been org·anized, the Monte~ 
fiore Home of the Jewish Hospital 
·has been opened, Grandview Sa.na
torium of Oil City has been establish .. 
ed, the Scranton Society fo·r the Pre-
'vention of Tuberculosis, with it~ 
sanatorium at West Mountain, the 
Rothrock Camp at Mont Alto, the An 
ti-Tub·erculosis Society of! Harrisburg. 
the Wyoming Valley Society for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis, the Tu· 
berculosis League of Pittsburg 
tl1roughout the Commonwealth have 
b·een orga.nized and established. The 
Commonwealth 'itself opened ·a largE 
sanator ium at Mont Alto in 1907 and 
has. established dispensaries in ever)' 
part of the Co1nmonwealtl1. TherE 
are now in operation 14 charitable or 
semi-charitable institutions for the 
treatment of tuberculosis with a ca'
pacity oft about 600 -beds, 6 pay insti
tutions for profit with a capacity or 
about 100 beds, and 2 public institu .. 
tio.ns with a capa.city of about 1100 

bieds. There are 125 dispensaries 
in ope·ration, most of which giv-e free 
millt and eggs and free preventive 
measure supplies to their patients. 
About $6,000,000 has been expended 
in Pennsylva,nia in the interest of 

the crusa.de ·against tuberculosis, and 

of t11is amount a little over $2,000,000 - .. . . . 

ba.8 been expended by private cor· 

porations, nearly $3,000,000 by thE:: 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., and 
about $1,000,000 by the city of Phil~ 

adelp·hia.. Nearly $4,000,000 of th: 
entire amount ha~ been expended 
since 1907. There ar·e now i8oo bed~ 
available in the Commonwea~th ·roi 
tuberct1lous cases. 

"On the face o:i the recor·ds there 
.seems to have been a .reduction ot 
6S.7% in the mortality rate from tu
be·rculosis. in Phila~elphia since 1870 

While this seems. very hig_h, it has 
the earmarks of truth in its progres· 
sive ratio and in its har\mony with 
what has been done to br'ing it about. 
More than one-half of the reduction 
has occurred within the last decade. 

"Wl1at lesson ·can we draw from the 
reduction in the death rate from tUr 
berculosis 'in Pennsylvania,when stud
ied in ·connection with wl1at has been 
done to bring it about? First, tha~ 

reduction in tl1e death rate ap·parent .. 
ly hinges upon isolation of open, ul .. 
ceirative, pulmona.ry tuberculosis of 
the I ungs; second, that the campaigi;i 
ag·ainst tuberculosis might be a mucb 
simpler matter than we have ma-de it. 
Prior to 1890 the only thing done in 
Pennsylvania with a pr·eventive 
v·alue worth considering was the· iso· 
Iation of open, ulce·rative, pulmonary 
tuberculosis in general hospitals and 
in almsl1ouses. Before the sca1~e 

about tuberculosis came over the me
·dical profession and the public, a.11 
general hospitals and nearly all alms~ 
11ouses harboured and thus isolated 
cases of open, ulcera.tive, pul1nonary 
tuberculosis especially in the ter· , 
minal stages of the disease. Some 
of the ge11eral hospitals ·devoted a 
great many beds to this purpose,and 
could an inve11tory be t'.1.lren of the 
number of! patients. who were isolat· 
ed in tl1is way in the Commonwealth, 
it probably would be found to be 

• t 
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quite large. Tl1e pr·eventive influ
ence of this 'isolation· upon the death 
rate may well have been sufficient 
to account for the .reduction in th€ 
death rate between 1870 and 1890. 

"About 1890 hospitals and sanitaria 
for the treatment of tuber1culosis ba· 
gan to spring up·, but as they came 
up, the beds in the general hospitals 
and to some extent also the beds in 
the almshouses were gradually with
drawn from the use ofi tuberculous 

• 

subjects. It is· very probable that 
during the decade between 1890 and 
1900 as many beds were th us lost 
to the crusade against tuberculosis 
by the withdrawal of beds in general 

' . 
hospitals and almshouses as were 
gained in the special hospitals and 
sanitaria. During this decade dis
pensaries also began to sp·ring up 
but we know now that the preven· 
tive value of dispensar'ies is exceed
ingly small, and would in no sense . 
equal the value of the isolating beds 
in the general hospitals and alms· 
11ouses. By 1900 most of the beds 
in · the general hosp-itals and in the 
almshouses 11ad been withdrawn, but, 
fortunately, by that time the num· 
ber of beds in special hospitals and 
sanitaria had considerably increa.sed, 
and probably wa.s more than equa1 
to the loss whic·h had been sustain· 

' . 

·ed. At present the·re is an isolating 
capacity in Pennsylvania ofl ove1 
7000 patients a yea,r, allowing three 
months for each patient. With this 
isolating capacity we ought be ablE 
to reduce the death rate very rapidly 
all over the Sta.te. The value of is·· 
olation of ulcerative, pulmonary tu· 
be·rculosis has been taught us in 
other countries and in other times. 
The King·dom of Naples over a hun· 
dred years ago nea,rly wipe'd out tu'
berculosis in a relatively short time 
by the compulsory isolation of pul 
monary tuberculosis in hospitals 

. 
• ; 

England reduced its death rate from 
~ . . ., 

tuberculos'is 75% in less than 'a cen· 
tury by isolation of ulcer a.ti ve, pul· 

. 
monary tuberculosis in its consump 

' tive hospitals; and Germany, dur'in~ 

the last thirty years, has brc.>ught 
about a marvellous reduction •)'l jtt. 

death ra.te f 1rom tuberculosis by tl1E 

isolation of its tuberculosis · cases iL 
hospitals an·d sanitaria. 

"That the reduction in the dea,th 
rate from tuberculosis in Pennsyl
vania h·a:; been largely due to tt.e 
isolation which has beeri pract• s,1d 
would also seem to be in·dic·ated by 
the typographical relationsl1ip be~ 

' ' tween the· re·dliction and the 
tion. The reduction h a.s been 
·est where the isolatio11 has 

tsola· 
g1 eat· 

been 
greatest. Since general b.011i ~~It: 

and almshouses have closed tl1eir 
·doors against consumptives, vastly 
the grea,test a.mount of isolat~c>n has 
occurred in tl1e city of Philatlelphia 
and ·during tl1'is time the redt1c~'.0L 

ln the death rate in Philadelpl1ia has 
been vastly greater tha.n in tl1e 1 est 
of the Commonwealth." 

I submit,Mr. Cha.irman
1 

that we can 
no longer get a way from our respont 
s'ibility in this matter; we can na 
longer stand callous and indiffer·ent 
when we see this disease all round 
us carrying off our friends a.n·d rel81 
ti·ves and do nothing to check its 

' ravages. We may not be legally re· 
sponsible, but we are mo·rally re. 
sponsible. We are sta.nding on the 
bank of a river, watch'ing' thousands 
struggling in the water, and we re· 
fuse to exten·d 'them -any as·sistance, 

' -· 

and if an occasional one gets, out '"le 
regard it as a mere matter of 
course. I repeat that we can· 
not shirk our responsib'ility in · this 
matter. On the heads of every 011e 

·or us·, on every member of this Leg· 
islature, the responsibility rests, artd 
if we. do not perf1orm our uuty in 

• 
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tl1is · matter a: hig·her ·powe·r . will <l eal 
with us. Ol1r own child or our 
friends' cl1ildren may at any tlmE 
contract this ·disease, and from ont. 
wl1om, if we l1ad done · our· <luty, 
w-ol1ld never 11ave l1ad it. 

If a.ny me,mber of t11is community 
• 

is .still in doubt, after wl1at I ha,v2 
quoted here this afternoon, I would 
advise him to read the reports of 

the Commission on Public Healtl1 
for the past tl1ree years, and in theJn 
11e will find material tl1at will as-. . . 

s11redly convince him. 
I l1ave 11ad sent me tOl·day, by ~ 

doctor -vvorl\:ing in this city, an il

lustration of a few cases tl1at exiMt 

right here in town at the present mo· 
ment. I shall briefly refer to th2:..11 
' 

in tl1e order given, as a san1pl•~ ·)1 

wl1at is going on and the: terri!Jle . . , 
conditions in wl1ich some of the ~"lf ... 

fectecl persons exist, as v1ell as il-
1 ustrating tl1e manne1· in . whic:J. the 
disease is spread fr9m one to ~n

other . . 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Pe:rsons suffering with consun11)· 
tion no1v or .recently living : ~ . tl1i:: 
Colony who, from their1 careless or 
dirty l1ab'its, or from tl1e n:l~1tr-0 c1 

tl1eir surroundings a,re. a serio118 me
na.ce to :,he healtl1 of tl1ose <trr10~1;?;s t 
wl1om tl1ey are living·, and so lle1.1on: 

strate the urgent necessity. (>f' a Ja\v 
_to. mal{e the s,egreg·ation of s11cJ1 cas 

-
_es ·co1np·ulsory. 

• 

. 1. ..Miss C. B., aged 24.-Pn,ti_ e11~ 

in . tl1e last stage of pl1thisis. II:.-•,s r. .11 
• p ' • 

exceedingly bad cough, and doe8 not 
. ' ' 

take proper p·recautions. -Li.-1ixlg 
with fatl1er i11otl1er · and broth ·~ r of ' ' 

16, 5 sisters a.nd all mother's re 1.a 
tives ·died of p11tl1sis. Motl1er 11as to 
go to work early, and patie!1t,. wl1c 

' is p·ractica1ly helpless, therefore gclf: 
' 

. no breakfast or oth·er . attention til1 
10-11 a.m. She insists, on her inotf~. 

er sleeping. in the .samef room f .01 -. ' 

company. Mother has· now 11ad a. 
bad cough for some time. Sl1e fl1lly 
realizes the ·da,nger, and is ·vei."Y a11· 
xious . indeed for tl1e girl to g;o tc 
hospital, but tl1e latter obstinately 
refuses. 

2. lVIiss M. R., aged 13-Reeking . 
with tuberculosis bad· cough,. suppur~· 

' 
ating tuberculous gla.nds, . tuberculous 
disease of skin of face1 evidence 
pointing to s·pinal caries, a,nd tubcr'

culous ·disease of, bone . of finger dis
cl1arging exceedingly foul -pus. So 
little care is taken of this that, when 
I , was there, this infectious pus was 
smeared all over the bed-clothes. Pa· 
tient lives witl1 fatl1er and 6 smulJ 
brothers and sisters, the oldest being 
only 15~ The fatl1er expresses wil
lingness for the child to go to . hos· 
pital if she were willing, but she re· . 
solutely ref1uses. 

3, Henry vV., aged 22.-Patient if: 
i11 a,n advanced stage of phtl1isis, has 
a bad cougl1, spits and 11as lJad hem· 
orrl1ages, careless. Lives· with his 
sister . and 11er 11usband a11d tl1eir 3 . 

small children (aged 11 31h, a.nd a 
. ' ' ' 

few months tres·pectlively), also an!· 
I . . 

other s'ister _who is . ·single. Only 3 
rooms in house. Patient · sleeps in 
one room, not always by himself. 
I-Iis sister needs the room, but . pa
tient will not go . to hosp'ital, ,anc1 
tl1r·eatens to · boar1d eJs.ewl1ere 
pressed to go to Signal Hill. 

wl1en 
Tht 

nJother ·died of pl1tl1isis. Last summ0r 
patient worked in an oil fa,ctory,mak· 
ing cod oil for others to drinlr. 

4. Mrs. G.-Far gone in phtl1isis 
Coug11s and spits a lot, and 11as f 1re· 
quent 11emorrha,ges. Terrible dirty &]1d 
careless concerning 11er sputum. ~ 

small children, young~st 1 year old. 
.and ·patient ,coughs freely in their 
faces. The oldest has had to , be 
·sent home from school for being <lir· 
ty. House has 4 room.s, no windows 
{!an be opened. Mother and gran1· , 

" I 
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mother ·died of phthisis. Husba.nd lazy 
and ; whole family half-sta,rved, and 
thetef ore doubly liable to become in, -
f\e'cte,d. 

9~ Henry B.-Phthisis, cough5, a.nd 
, . 

spits. a lot . a.nd 1 has frequent hemor· ·' . . 
r~1ages. L,ives in s·m,a.11 11ouse with 

. . . 
wife al).d 5 siµall ' ch~ldren, several . ~t 
whom have been ha_v_ing colds and 
coughs, off an.d · on a.fter the mailne1 ' . 

of the onset of .phthisis. Pa.tient rea· 
. so11ably careful,. but, wif·e terribly di.r· 
ty. No windows a.ble to · be opene-d. 
and thick) curtains· up. 

' 

6. Mrs. H.-Phthisis, witl1 bad 
cough, much spit and ·frequent · ·hem\ 
orrhages. Says she takes ·precau 
tions, but obviously ·does ·not. Live~ 

with husband and 5 ·children ii1 3 
roon1s, _ an_d sleeps with husband and 
baby. 2 children have· -ehronit 
coughs, 1 (one) had bronchitis when 
I was there. For about 2 weeks 
tl1e whole family · lived and slept in 
a · ti11y roo.m only just big ·enougl1 to 
hold tl1e bed. 

7. Mrs. , . S., aged 45.- Phthisis. 
Cougl1s and spits a lot, and has 

\ 

oc·cas1ionar ·hemo:rrhag·e-s. · · Carel~esE 

about her infection. Lives with hus 
, 

band ~.nd · 5 ·child1 en. Sle·eps witl 
I ~ \ I . 

li~sban~·' · .a.rid window never oipen 
Constantly sits. with he·r grandchilc. 

. . 
of about one year , on her knee 
cough'ing into , its . fac~. Pays, no at 
tention wl1en spoken to on this 01 

' 
any otl1er subject. Girl of 10 year~ 
already ·showing ·definite symptoms 
of onset. 

8. l\!Irs. _ L., a.ged 78.-Phthisis. Has 
been coughing . and spitting and haV1-
ing hemorr:ha,ges for· 16 years. Care
le·ss. . Sleeps,. in tiny room, with win· 
dow tightly closed. Odour coming 
from this room is terrible. Lives with 
4 small grand'l'children in the house, 
and is w'ith~ them all the time. A son 

died phthisis-, and the - mother · of · thE 
childr·en is pale .and ~ sickly. 

9. Mr·s. ·S., a,ged 33-Phthisis. No 
cough or spit, but frequent 11emor
rhag,es, .and very weak and c3.re:~s·s, 

will f!ollo\iv no ·directions, 3 small 

children, all us.e same dishes. · - !':o 
windows open. Sleeps witl1 h11s 
band whose fathe·r, 1 brother · ::i.11d 2 ' . 

sisters ·have died · ori consun1pt".on. 
and others _. h~tVe , the Same . . disease 

. \ 

now . 
10, Mrs. N., ·aged 41.~Pl1thisis with 

coughing and spitting. Patient tries 
to be, and considers herself, most ·care
ful, but does not lrno\v 110-W to do so~ 
For instance she co11ita11tly _coughs. 
over food, or into tl1e room, and she 
vvipes her mouth on her apron, - etc., 
witliout realizing the (la11ger Of \Vhat 
she does. She lives1 w.ith 6 · child·ren 
and sleeps with her husb~nd. 

< -

11. Mrs. -, Pththsis. Coughs,spits · . . . 

and ha.s 11emdrrl1a.ges. , Bedridden. 
' 

Spits into paper and burns it, other-
• ·- ' 1 '' •. ' 

vrise tal{es no precautions at all. l'..iives 
/. • . • • l . 

'\Vith 2 sn1all cl1ildren in same house. 
12, Mrs. G-, aged 60:-· . Ptithisis. 

Coughs and spits. Careless'. -Shares a 
' -<. • - • ·'·) ••• • 

11ouse of 6 rooms . with another· family, 
each having 3 rooms. _P~tient's f~mily 
nl1mbers 5, inclt1ding 3 small children. 

r ' ' 1 

Durino- tl1e last 6 yea1rs patient's sori, 
b ' ' 

nephew and niece's 11usba.nd have, die,q. 
from consumption in this same house. 
Pateint's daughter now living the~e
has tuberculous glands. 

13, Mrs. P-, aged 30'.-Phthisis. 
I-Iusband, brothe·r and cousin have 
died of consumption. Lives ~ith ·2 
children in 3 rooms. 

14, Miss R-.-Pl1tl1isis, with cough-. . 
ing, , spitting and hemorrhages. Very 
bad. Lived with 2 sisters. vVent to Sig
nal Hill, but insisted on returnii;ig 
home when pattent thought sl1e was 
going to die. One sister ha,d to leave 
her \vork in order to stay at hon1e and 
nt1rse her, thus seriously reducing the 
family income. Patient tried to be 
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careful, but being constantly \vith her 
sisters she \Vas almost certain to in .. 
f ect tl1em and one sho\v·ed definite 
sympton1s of onset \Vhen_ last I savv 
her. 

15. The family of H. T., living in a 
small 2-roomed hovel.-When I was 
there the motp.er lay in bed coughing 
and spitting up much blood and 
pl1legm. Sl1e was too weak to dispose 
of this in a proper way even if she had 

• ! - • 

11ad the knowledge and desire to do 
so. The ho11se was unspeakably filth)r, 
no '\Vinclo\v \vould open and there was 
a large stove, almost red hot, in the 
kitchen. ;rhe famiiy co:r:sisted of fath
er (\vho \Vas a\vay and I did not see 
11im), mother and 6 (?) cl1ildren. 
The eldest, a boy of about 16, was at 
St. Anthony I-Iospital with a tuber
culous ankle. The 5 ( ?) smaller child-
• 
·ren all sho,ved signs of 1the onset of 
the same disease in one form or an
other (cough, tuberculous glands, anae
mia, etc.) 

This la.st case is. the only one from 
the outports, but conditions there are 
qui1te as bad as, sometimes worse, than 
in St. John's and I kno1v of many in
stances similar · to this last. 

Last year,at the request of: the Pub· 
lie Health Commission, -vve fitted out 
an I1ospital at Signal Hill,and during-
1911 there were 68 patients treated 
there by Doctor Campbell in connec
tion with the Commission. Excellent 
work was done there and its character 
can be widely ex1tended if more people 
can be induced to avail of it, and uti~ 
lize the facilities that are afforded 
there for treatment. 

I am satisfied that fthis war against 
tuberculosis will be the best invest
ment that this Colony has ever made 
of its money, not merely from a com
mercial but from a humane srt:and
point, and not only the country but all 
the world will justify it. Our need is 
no worse here than in Canada and the 
United States, and ithey are fully alive 

· to the dang·er; so are Germany and 

Great Britain. There· is nothing local 
about this clisease; nothing special 
about the cu11ses that produce it here. 
If \\Te ever hope to make this a coun~ 
try in which it will be safe for people 
to live, ancl if -....ve ever hope to make 
it attractive as a l1ealth resort for for
eigners, \Ve must first wipe out this 
disease. I loolr confidently to the day 
when we shall have merely a bowing 
acquaintance with a case of consun1p
tion in Newfoundland. Every dollar 
spenit in this campaig11 v1ill return to 
us a hundredfold, not alone in the hap
piness of 11aving saved our people, . 
but in its economic aspect. 

I do not think it '\vould be proper 
that I should lea·ve this subject with
out a reference to ~he generous offer 
made by the Reid Newfoundland Com
pany to give us seventeen sanitaria, 
one for St. John's and one for each of 
the other 16 districts. These will not 
alone be capable of being used for the 
purpose for which tl1eir donors intend
ed :the1n, . but they \Vill tJe centres of · 
health, from "\vhich hygienic pri11-
ciples will emanate to each district. 
Every one of these little buildings will 
be a lighthouse to which the people 
\Vill loolr \vith hope for the present and 
the fuiture. Every one \Vill contain a 

· nlinistering angel in the shape of a 
trained nurse who will supervise the 
work; while each of the hospitals will 
also serve as a dispensary wher-e peo
ple may obtain advice and medicine. 
Those vv-ho come to these hospi~r.ls 

will come with the certainty of obtajn
ing advice and treat1ne11t. We are un
der a great debt to the corporatio11 
which has contributed so freel~l to 
this war against a plague whi~l1 has 
cost the Colony nearly half as r1.1a,1ly 

lives as N e\vfoundlancl contains to
·day. Future generations will b ·J LlLlo 
to look calmly and dispassionatel7 at 
the work upon whicll we are i1ow e11-

tering, and will give a fair sl-1c..re of 
merit and praise to the corporation 
tl1at 11a.s assisted us so munificiently. 
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With these few remarl\S, I 110''·" ·beg· 
to propose the Resolutions. 

• 
Resolution (1) deals \Vith tl1e con-

struction and equipment of sa11ita:ia 
by tl1e Government, and the taking 
over by the Gover11ment of sanitaria 
which may be erected in the Colony. 
· Sec. 1 deals entirely with the giving 

notice of cases and making it comp11l
sory for medical practitioners , to g·ive 
11otice of same. 

Sec. 2 prescribes the forms of tuber:.. 
culosis to which this Resolution shall 
apply. 

Sec. 3 refers to delivery of notice. 
Sec. 4 concerns penalty for non-de

livery of notice. 
Sec. 5 pres.cribes the fee of 25 cents 

to be paid every medical practitioner 
giving notice. 

Sec. 6 deals with the form of certi
ficate. 

The next Resolution provides for the 
disinfection of bed clotl1ing, etc. 

Section 1 cleals with the appoint
ment of a local Committee and en
ables the Governor-in-Council to super
vise tl1ese sanitaria. 

The next Resolution deals 'vith the 
q11estion of disqualificrution; in other 
words it pre\rents any person from be
ing affected er disqualified as regards 
the exercise of the franchise by rea
son of his having been treated in these 
sanitaria. The next Resolutio11 deals 
with rtl1e appointment of nurses, at
tenda11ts, etc. That which follows has 
to do with the making of rules and re
gulations by the Governor in Council 
for carrying out the Act. 

The next Resolution deals wirth the 
giving of notice of all infection of re
sidents of tenements, and the next is 
much the same. 

As I have said, this measure is mere
ly a beginning, and it may be that ev
ery possible contingency has noit been 
covered or guarded against, but if any
thing has been omitted I think it can 
be dealt with under the power confer
red on the Governor in Council by 

. 
- -;.. 

these Resolutions. If, 110\vever, · a11y 
honourable member has any sugges-· 
tion rto offer, witl1 a ·view to malring 
-::~1e !Jroposals more effective, . I , shall 
be very glad to receive the sug·ges-' 
tions with that end "in vieW-. 

RT. HON. SIR R. 'eoND.-These re
solutions whicl1 ha.ve just been placed 
in our hands, are :exceedingly import
ant and I have not had an opportunity 
of even reading them over up to rthe 
present moment. I have been so in
tent upon listening to the Hon. Leader 
of the Government that I have riot ·ven
tured to direct my attention to the 
i)erusal of this document; and 'I there
fore hope before the Leader of th~ 

Government presses the · mQtion we 
shall be afforded an opportunity of ·giv
ing to these Resolutions the ruttention 
they really deserve. I must congratu
late. him upon the dispassionate· man-

, 

ner in which he has introducecl the Re-
solutions. It would be impossible for 
the most capitious critic to offer any 
objection whatever to the obser,rations 
of my learned friend. Any formal pan
egyric on a subject such as this would 
have a good deal the appearance of 
what the ancients called "Ambitiosa 
ornamenta." It would have no dis·cern
able use,for· it would only assert that 
which everyone admits, and which has 
never been called into question in this 
House. Perhaps I · may be excused if 
I venture to c ritic:ise' my1 learne·cl f;rie·nd. 

I thought his observations were calcul
ated to give the impression tl1at noth
ing whatever had been done by any 
former Government in reference to 
this subject of tuberculosis. Permit 
me to disabuse his mind of such mis
ap1)rehension of the facts. When the 
late Govern1nent came into power in 
1900 they gave their ruttention to the 
subject of tuberculosis. ·It is true that 
no flurry was created and nothing of 
an alarming nature took place, but 
they performed certain work that I 
believe had a very material effect · in 
relation to 'tt1berculosis in the Colony. 

• 
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The late Government of which I had 
the -honor to be the . leader, called up-

" ~ . . . ( 

on a very learned gentleman-than 
whom, perhaps, _there is no ·more 
learned in his profession in this coun
try-I refer to Dr. Tait-to· prepare a 
pamphlet _ on the _subject ·of tubercu
losis, and the-a ·overrtment of that day 
distribute'd amongst the clergy and 
schoolmasters of the Island and the 
leading· people of the outports about a 
thousand pamphlets for their guidance 
and for the instruction of rthose who 
came ·,vithin the radius o·I their in
fluence. Not content \Vitl1 this 1· as 
Prime Minister of the country, a year 
or ·two afiter that , date · instructed the 
Public Health Officer to communicate 
with the authorities in \¥ashington 
and obtain from them a pamphlet on 
the subject prepared by a gentleman 
acknowledged rto be one of the highest 
authorities of · the age on tuberculosis, 
Dr. K·noff, of New York, President of 
the Association for the study an·d Pir·e
vention . of Tuberculosis. About t\VO 
thousand copies of that excellent pub
lication were placed in the hands of 
the -clergy~ the teachers and the prin
cipal inhabitants of the various out
ports of this counitry. So that it can
not be said \ivith accuracy that no Gov
ernment had made this matter one of 
study or ·action, but on·' the contrary 
something was done. Then after that 
my friend, the I-Ion. John Harvey, tool{ 
up this· matter in a manner most com
mendable, with a great deal of energy, 
a -vast amount of patience and associ 
ated with him were certain gentlemen 
who proceeded on rthe same lines, 
namely, the distribution throughout 
the Colony of literature specially pre~ 

pared, ·dealing with the subject, sup
plementing them by hygienic instr:uc .. 
tion ·by means of docitors specially 
called in to lecture ·and by retaining 
·the services o~ nurse·s :in various places 

in the outports. Excellent work, for 
, 

which we are grateful was done by the 
. - ' . 

Association for the Prevention of. Con-

sumption, of \Vhich rthe Hon. Jno. Har- · 
vey is President. Then the next move 
that we had in the n1atter was a noti
fication from the present Government, 
through 1the lips of the Governor, at 
the opening session o·f the present Par
lia1ne11t, in \Vhich it \vas stated that 
it was tl1e duty of the 
State to take hold of this . matter, 
as peculiarly one·· of thos~ tr~lngs the 
Governmenit ought to take hold of. We 
\Vere then informed that by way of 
doing this the Governn1ent \iVould ap
poi1it a commission to deal v1ith the 
public health, and tuberculosis in par· 
ticular·. No mere excellent n1ove 
could have been made if the Govern- · 
n1enit had determined that the extent 
cf the disease in this Colony \>varrant
ed their doing so. ~L\lthot1gh we l1ad 
that com1nis:;ion in tl1e first year, the 
commissio11 was not appointed till last 
year. 

HOt~. THE PREMIER.-That is not 
correct. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.'-So far as 
I l{now \Ve \Vere ·only notified of the 
appointn1e11t last year. 

HON. THE PREMIER.-The 23rd. 
June,1909 ,- was the date on which the 
Commission \vas Gazetted. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Then this 
Co1nn1ission \V:as appointed and \Ve 11ad 
to assume _ithat they \Vent to work in 
the proper \vay. I have very careful
ly perused the re po.rt of . the Commis
sion-I may say that this subject of 
tt1berculosis has engaged my attention 
for several years past, and I ·have ac
cumulated a large amoun1t of .. data, 
newspaper clippings and pamphlets 
dealing \vith the subject. My inform
ation then has not been acquired from 
the "figures in this community" (as 
alleged by the Government press). 
Any data thart I have been fortunate 
enough to possess I have u.cquired af,. 
ter a great deal of painstaking and 
from all the latest literature on the 
subject that I could find. It is a most 
interesting subject, seeing that it has 
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lately occupied the concern of all 
Governments, the "\\'"Orld over,-whetl1-
er the movement is sentimental or oth
ervvise, it exists, sweeping over tl1e· 
con1munities of tl1e world, and riveting 
attention as it has never done before. 
Now there is no difference of opinion, 
·-as I said th·e otl1er day and repeat 
now,-beitween those on this side of 
the House and tl1ose on the other 
side, as to the duty of the Government 
to do all in its power to prevent the 
spread of tuberculosis and rto stamp it 
out. vvhere it exists. The only possible 
difference of . opinion is as to the 
means that should be adopted for 
dealing with this matter. Surely we 
may differ, st1rely tl1ere is room for 
~:li,fference of opinion when all .. he 
"·orld differs upon rthe question of 
1nethod. Tho Government co11tend, if 
I u11derstand rightly the vvords of the 
~..leader of tl1e Government, that tl1is 
ca11 best be done by providing sani
taria throughou1t this country. That 
is 011e of your contentions, and . still in 
another breath you say vve should not 
do . anything further than create a de
partment of Public Healtl1, place ithe 
best _expert 've can command at its 
head a11d leave him to determine as to 
th.at_/ \vl1icl1 is best in tl1e premises. 
There is a conflict beit\veen your sug
gestions. If our course is to make 
pro·vision for an expert, and tl1at \Ve 
should not do anytl1ing till \Ve have 
11is advice, then aren't ycu going a lit
tle too fast in asking rthis Committee 
to resolve upon the matter of the erec-
' 

tion of seventeen sanatoria, or even 
the ·erection of one sanatorium? "Don't 
do anY1thing" and still "do something." 
That is the , curious position advanced 
by the · Govern1nent. , By all means, if 
it appears \Vell to the Government and 
their followers that the ·services of an 
expert upon tuberculosis should be 
secured ait any cost, then be it so; 
·we won't differ. But if you admit that 
as your premises, then upon what 
grounds do yot1 ask this -House to ap-

prove of t11e erection u11d maintenance . 
of seventeen sanatoria in tl1is Island? '" 
Yot1 are ant icipating what this. learned _;, 
man _may say. He may ' be 'totally op~ 
l)OSed to the erection Of sanatb~ia all 
over the Colo11y. Don't you know that 
son1e of the leading lights in this ques
tion are entirely opposed rto sanatoria. 
You 11ave quoted S.ir Wm. MacGregor 
as a man learned in me·dicine and 
of · \Vide experience on this subject .. 
You have quoted him as an author.ity 
wh·ose advice, should be fiollowed. . I 
do not know tl1at I am prepared · to ad-. 
mit tl1at 11e is an autl10.r.ity on the s.ub- . 

ject of tube.r·culosis. You have quoted·· 
him on constitutional law, but b'is 
knowledge of constitutional law is 
m11cl1 like your . o\vn, exceedingly lim-: 
ited. Bt1t, admitting. for the sake. of 
argument rthat he is an authority on 
tubercuolsis. What did he say? He 
said, "I 'varn you against t~e very 
idea o,f establishing sanitaria. in this . 

- . . ~ . ' ' 

colony it is . beyond ·your means." 
There is your authority. A.gain Mr. 
Cl1airman, I gathered from the ob_L _ 
·servation of the leader of the Gov 
ernment that .his movement in this 
matter is based upon what _he terms, 
"vital statistics." I 11ave already d'~

clared th.at in my opinion the gentl.e
man who compiled tho·se statistics 
is a ma.n of infinite painstaking, earn·. 
est and ·reliable, but, he ~s totally un· 
accountable as rega.rds the reliability 

' ' 

of those statistics, because he h.as tc 
depend :f·o·r his information upon the 
report of gentlemen riot qualified in 
any way to off er an opinion upon tl1e 
subject. Tl1ere is per;haps. no dis· 
ea.se that is more . ·deceptive in its 
characte·r than tuberculosis. It re
quires the most minute ·diagnosis. Do 
you mean to tell me, Mr. Chairman, 
that ·clergymen and school . teachers.,. 
are capa.ble of diagnosing c·onsump,
tion. What is the ·diagnosis? There 
are three methods. The first is . by 

• 



• 

• 

108 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ~ROCF~EDINGS. 

P'ercussion, · the second by· microscopic 
examination of the expectoration for 
thej ·tubercle ·bacillus, and the thi'rd 
is by11ypo·dermi'c injection of tubercu
lin. Do· you mea11 to tell me these 

. •. . .i 
various tests ·a re gone through? And 
e\reh with thes.e· three tests the most 

• 
eminent physicia.n may err. In the 
- . 
:year 1902 ~ most interesting corres· 
J?Ondence took place in th .. e London 
Times · between S.ir William_ · Broad· 

• 

bent and Colonel La Poer French . • 
' ' . 

Sir Wm. Broadbent, [:a.med the world 
' over as a physician, was atsb Presi· 

dent of the National Society for the 
Pr·evention of Tuberculosis. It wa.s 

• 

alleged that he diagnosed the case of 
. -

the Hon. Mrs. LaP0~1 French, the 
• 

Colonel's wife to be tha.t of a hope-.. 
less co~sumptive. That lady was 
taken by her husba.nd to Dr. Allibone 
of London, and put unde,r his treat
ment and in a f:ew brief months was ' ' 

restored to perfect health. So you 
see, Sir Wm. Broadbent, one of the 
world's greatest autl1orities on dis
ease was deceived, even after apply 
ing these three well kno,vn tests. I 
have n1entioned this to show that if 
one of tl1e ablest physicians that 
adorned the profession was capablE: 

ports for the past three ye :t.rs of .. t .he 
Department of Public Health, .and 
that he was convinced that at least 
one thousand ·deaths per year 
were caused by tuberculosis. But 
th.e gentlemen whose signatures arf: 
attachecl to tl1ese reports have de.clar· 
ed that the ·return of vital statistics 
outside of St. John's are by no mea11s· 
satisfactory. Does not that bear out 

. 
my contention th:tt you cannot J)lac3 
"implicit confidence in the r·eports of 

• 

the Registrar ·General'? Again, tbe 
leader of the Government ·has st1t.9d 
that th.e greatest deference sl1,1 ~~1ld lJc . . ' 

paid to the r·epo:r;-t of the ge_utl ~men 
of the commission because they l.av·e 
been actuated by no oth·er n10tl '!3 or 
feeling than th rut 0£1 their love of 
their fellow beings .and in tl1is I 
agree with him entirely. .L.et t1s 

tal{e up that R·epo.rt and wha.t do we 
fin·d? Why, Sir, we find that those 
very gentlemen have ·declared t11at 
th0v · <'.annot advise the erection of 
sanitaria. tbroughout the isla.nd 
'l"hese gentlemen have ·declared tl1a.t 

the statistics of the outports are not 
satisfactory and theretore not to be 
u-elied upon, and they have declared 

l 

that it is St. John's that is the hot 
of erring in his ·diagnosis what pos· bed of the disease. They have cn1· 
sible value can you place on the diag 
nosis of school teachers or clergymen 
who have had no tra.ining or skill in 
these matters. I have showed that 
nearly, if not quite t~;o thir·ds of the 
returns sent in from th·e outports 
have been certified by those whose 
evidence would not be taken in a 
Court of Law as worthy of credence. 
And yet we are a.sked to commit our· 
selves , to the erection of seventeen 
sanita.ria upon evidence, two thirds 
of which is produced by those not 
competent to form a co,rrect ju·dg 

.. ment. The leader of the Govern-
ment .stated that he had read the re-, 

phasized this point and if my read· 
ing betwe·en the lines is correct the) 
have declared that out from this city 
may proceed those germs thn..t ca use 
the deadly ·disease to spring up in 
the outport. Would it · not be better 
to confine our eff.orts to cleansing this 
city? Would it not be better to d·eal 
"ritl1 the fountain head first? Is it 
not possible that 1f1rom the filth, the 
dust, the ·dirt and the lack of sanita
tion in th.e city tnay spread all over 
the island the ·disease that you so 
muc·h dre.ad? Take our outport life as 
a rule. Is it not the idea.I life for 
health and vigor if' the people have 

• 
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proper food, cloth.ing, and homes? 
Are not the outports ide1.l places to 
live in, swept by fresh breezes that 
bring along the ozone from· God's 
Heaven? Sl1ould the·y not be idea.] 
11ealtl1 resorts? 

r -~ 

. Here in tfl.is city our J?.OStrils are 
filled with . villainous odours. arising 
from tl1e gutters, the side walks of 
some streets, and the houses in th 0 

prevailing slums,but this is· not one's 
experience in , the outports. , 

Is it not possible, too that the con
ditions thq,t have existed in conne04 
tion with the p,r·osecution of the seal 
.:fishery may have had somethin.g to 
do with the establishment and , s:r1read 
of consumption in th"is island? More 
than twenty five· years. ago I intro
duced a Bill into this House in refer~ 
ence to the over\-loading of sealing 
steamers. The almosphere in which 
the men lived, packed together 
lil{e s:trdines in a box was calculated 
to undermine t11eir physical strength. 
This deterioration was . do11btless 
transmitted to their progeny and the 
result was their begetting a race not 
like that of tl1e old times, when tl1e 
seal fisl1ery was pros.ecuted in sailing 

' 

vessels, but a.n infe1rior race by reas· 
on of· their physical deterioration. Is 
not that another aspect of this ques
tion tl1at oug·ht to be dealt with 
namely the propriety of permitting, 
except under proper conditions,three 
or fou1r or five hundred men to be 
crowded togetl1er in sealing steam-

• 
ers. I .contended a day or two a,g·o 
that if we came to a conclusion that 
was based upon . the experience of 
other countries we would find that 
it was not to sanitaria thart we should 

'. 

look for the eradic.ation of this dread 
disease, but rather in building up the 
bodies . of our people by· better food 
and better clothing and inore com .. 
forts. That is. the secret of Ger~ 

inany's success in: ·stamp:ing oi:lt thl.s 
disease in that country~ Let us look 
from Germany to England . arid we 

: • f • • -

find that· Dr. Bulstrode, . - medical 
healtl1 office,i of the Lo~al · Govern· 

l f ~ - 'II • I< ": , , •• 

inent Board, in . a report says "Bett~e·r 
' ' ' --l ~- ~ '' ~ . . -~ ~ . 

co11ditions 0£'1 'iivl:n.'g is the secret of 
• i; ; •' t i -

England's lowe':i· death . rate frdin 
~- • ·.,~ ·,.\, .V)/.• 

Consumption." England 11as the low· 
• , • . • -'If" f 

est death rate fro1n consumption of 
all the ·~ountri~s in the wo~ld. - .Thjs 

- '· l ,- ' ~ ' • 

low death ,rate was not brought 
. . " ( . . ';_" .. 

about by sanitaria but by the improv-
, ' 

ed housing ' of the poor, by cheape'r . , 

!iving, by b·etter homes . and better 
cond:itions for the working classes. 'If 

. . ' 
Germany and England furnish tie 

'· '. 

with these illustr~ous .examples,s11re· 
ly it is. the duty of; the Gove,rnment 
if they are statesmen to take a,Q_van· 

' . 
tage of that knowledge a.n·d pro.fit by 
it. The leader of the Government 

' ' 

told us a few mon1ents ago that we 
' 

ought to be guided by those who 
. ' 

11a ve made a, study of the question. I 
ag·ree witl1 11im. Tl1en, what rigl1t 

• I 

has tl1e· Go·vernment to go to tl1e ex· 
" ' pense of mainta~ning seventeen sani~ 

. I 

taria tl1at inay be condemned by the 
very scie11ti('ic m sri that they bring 
here? 

I 11ave carefully perused the re-
l)Or ts of the commission and I do 
11ot f ind a11y r econ1mendation what
soever for t11e establisl1ment of san
itaria in every ·district of th.e Colony. 
In fact, I cannot even 'find a recom· 
mendation for the establishment of 
one of tl1ese institutions. What do 
the Tuberculosis Commiss.ion say? 
Tl1ey say tha.t to grapple with the 
disease piroperly better homes must 
be provided for the working classes. 
This means tl1a,t you must lower tax
ation to enable. the _people to live bet
ter, a.nd it bears out what I have al· 

' 

ready contended in this matter. They 
" . 

also say there is a need of imposing 
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·municipal re.gulations · so that people 
• 

-.will not be allowed to thr ovv their 
. filth in the. d1~"ains and in t l1is way 
.spread ·disease, .for tl1e whole a.ir be\· 
c·omes polluted when tha.t filth be· 
·co.mes dry, and the spores and germs 
.of disease are circulated freely by 
·the wind. · · They also reco1nr.aend 
comp.ulsory education on the subject 
in St. John's, so. as to enable 'the 
·children to obtain a knowledge of 
·the dang·c \r to be a voidea, and teach 
tl1em the advantage of clean 11abits 
in their schools a.nd in their homes. 
An excellent recommendation. ·. Th·ey 
'then recommend a moderate a1~~ i 

:spitting law with po\ver to the po. 

lic.e to see it ca,rried out so that ev:
·ery ·man wl10 spits on the public 
streets or ·in public places may be 
·punished. . 1.'hey also recommend a 
weekly exa.mination of popula.r re· 
sorts a:nd places of amusements, 
which .are to be properly clea.ned and 
.properly ventilated, no CIQUl air bei11g 
allowed · to ren1H.~n ~n tl1ese places. 
-Another excellent recommendation 
Sixth, . they recommend the eniisting 
<;>f the syn1pathy and ad vice of peo 
pie who are competent to give an 
opinion in this ma.tte.~~ so tl1at inter· 
est in it may be broad as possible 
for in the multitude of counsellors 
there is wisdom. rr11at recommero 
dation is all rig'l1t. Then they say . .. ' 

that they strongly recommend the 
distribution o.f lit~rature on tl1e 
subject an·d in this wa,y are following 
the exaimple which my government 
,set them. . In the eighth place they 

' ! . 

recommend · tl1e instruction in the . . . 

scliools throughout the isla.nd Of hy-
g'iene. Tl1is is also an exc.ellent re-
commendation. Tl1ey also recom 
mend the fumig·ation of 11ouses, the 

~mproving of vital statistics and t11e 

a.rranging of a,n antiJ consumptio11 e.x· 

bib.it'ion. · Tl1ese exhiibltions would 

be very inter esti11g to tl1ose gentle
me11 engaged in the pr actice· of medi· 
c,ine. In the sixteen tl1 place ·they 
recomn1end the i11spection of meat 
and cattle and inilk. This is most 
necess.a\r·y C1or the:"e j s a 
ger from these sources. 

grave d an
Up to tl1e 

·present time cattle .come into tl1is 
country wi1tl1out a.ny c2-rtificate as 
to t~1eir soundneEs ·and freedom from 
any disea.se, in spite or the fa'ct that 
tl1e Associ 2.tion for t l1e Preventio11 
of Consumption 11a-s brought fo1rward 
tl1e matter as urgently requiring at 
tention. This is a da.nger concern
ing which nobody can have· two 
op1inion·s and the sooner .a la.w is in
troduced tl13,t no catt le can be imr 
po·rted from Cana.da to this. country 
unless the. ~n:e is a.cco1npanying tl1em a 
certificate f rom a veter inary surgeon 
that tl1ey are free from tub_arculosis, 
the better .it will be for the health of 
our people. A ·pen:tlty should be im 
posed on any pe,:'sons importing 
these animals. without such a certifi:. 
cate a.nd any person vending the · car• 
case of an animal k110'\\i-n to be tub
ercular sl1ould be severely punished. 

The leader of tl1e Government satd· 
that a cew yea.rs ago it became 
known through Dr. Koch of Germany 
that tube.rculosis can be transmitted 
from an .a.nimal of the · lower to man. 
vVe know now, or believe we know, 
that · this is corr ect but my learned 
·:1riend is in error when he says that 
Kocl1 also discovered wl1at may be 
regarded as a cure for consump~ 

tion. It \.Va.S' in 1905 or 1906 th.at a 
ineeting Vvas held at Da VOS, attended 
by ·eminent pl1ysician 8. a,nd · authori
ties. from all parts of the world. 
Tl1ese g·entiemen went tl1ere for the 
pur pose of ra.ising a monument to Dr. 
Koch because of his ·driscovery ofi a 
cure for tuberculos.i1s, but after a 
lengthy discussion the -delegates left 

• 

' 
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Davos without ,ra5s·ing any monument 
to Dr. Koch, and non.e has1 been rais'-

. - . . 

ed since that date. But, Sir, ·not on1. 
ly 11a.s tl1e· medical world declared 

. . - . . ' -

that tube1rculo1sis may be . transmitte·d 
' • ' I. 

from an animal of the lower class to 
' . . 

man, but it has1 also been proved 
beyond peradventure tl1a.t the ·disea.se 
can be tran~mitted ·fir.om man to . th.e 
lower animals., This , fa.ct was det· 
monstrated a few years a.go in tl1:e 
following wa.y. A f.a:r:nily afflicted 
with the d1·ead ·disease lived in the 
neighbour.hood of some fields, and 
the "diseased child:r·en w·ere· ac.cus-
tomed to play in those fdelds. The 
expecto,ration of spittle thrown off by 
those ch.ildren fell upon tl1'e grassy 
turf and in course of time bec.ame 
·dry. · For purpose of test cattle 

-
wit11out the vestige or sign of tuber-
culosis .a.s fa,r as could be ·seen were 
driyen into those :f!ields., and after a . -

few we.eks a test for· tuberculosis 
was ma.de on. the· animals with tuber-
culin, and it w_as ·discovered that the 
.a.nimals we:re suff:e;r1in,g ·firom the 
·disease. The .conclusion arrive·d .at 
vvas tha,t " the .children in goin.g acfross 
the fields gave forth tl1eir spittle 
which b.ecame dry in the grass, an·d 
when the animals. ate it, they intro
dt1c.ed into tl1eir stomach-s the· tuber
cle ' bacillus and be.came a.ffecte·d 
with the· disease. My esteeme·d 
friends ofi the commission say in 
their seventeenth. · recommen·dation 
that some step·s should be taken to 
obtain proper cookin.g of food. This 
is most desir.able, for every m8..n is 
susceptible to ·dis.eai:~e· when 11is stom
ach is out of or·de.r. He becomes 
bad tempered, and bad temper lea·ds 
to lowering of the tone of! the sys~ 

tern and to ·disease. My hon. ftiends· 
opp·osite sl1ould bear tl1at in mind' 

and not ,get out of temper. In the· 

next I?la)ce tl1e commission recom~ 

mended the establish\rnent' or· · - ·abba· 
toirs and this is most d·esirable _ for 

• • !" 

the reason tl1at at the ·present .time., 
" ' ' . 
. cattl~ are k'illed in all · 'kirrds i <,>f 
places, concerning which we have ri.o 
g·uarantee of · ·clea.nliness. A p~-b· 

lie slaughter house· is . one .. of tbose 
imp·ro·vements, that · will mee't · wdth 
the approval of everybody. If cattle. 
ar1e killed in such an e.sta.blishment 
a.8 this we can be sure that meat is 
clean and that we are protected 
against. the many danger:s that ar:ise 
from its being brought from places 
that a.re in: any way in a dirty condi
tion. 

In !the whole 19 recommendatior1s of 
the comn1issioners there is not one ·re-

' ' 

commendation in favor of a sani-
tarium. We differ only on the two 
points: (1) as to the reliability of the 
statistics that we have before U·s and 
(2) as to the desirability of taking 

' . 
over and maintaining seventeen sani-

, - ' . . ' ; 

taria. There is no other question be-
? ' 

t.,.~veen us. There is no doubt thart the 
' ' ' 

disease exists in. the Colony, particul-
. . ' . . . 

r..:::-ly i:n St. Jch11's and it is our duty to 
I ' ' 

' . 
do all i::i c t:r p0v1er to arrest the 
spread of the disease. ·we ·all agree 

/ 
on . . . 

' that l}Ci11t. Our only difference is . as 
to th2 Il1€[t::_1s to ·te adopted to accom-

' ' 

plish that end. There is . nothing in 
' . ;" 

the qt1estio11 to to~ome excited about; 
tb_ere is ncrtl1ing in the question that 
c2.Jls for bad te111per or bad manners, 

' < 

er for abuse of each otl1er in the Ian-
- . ' 

guage o.f the ·gutter snipe. There is 
no need fer any rowdy rhetoric. It is 

~ . . . ' ' 

a auestion t11at 've should deal with 
~ 

' ' 
dispassionately and arrive at a conclu-

-. . 
sion by wise, deliberate, u11biased and 

' . ' . 

t1nprojt1diced debate. It is unfair to 
attribute to any member any motive 
other than his determination ' ito give 
the que·stion his best consideration in 
tl1e interests of the people. 

Nov1, sir, we have i1ot 11ad " time 
encugh 1to con'sider the resolutions be
fore us as we sho11ld like to co11sider. 
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them and I h-ave-;donfined iny remarlrs 
' to observations on the points raised 

by: the Rt. Hon. the Leader of tl1e Gov
.~rnment , .in the, cour.se of his speech 
in. introducing the Resolu1tions. I 
would ask, tl1erefore, that nothing fur-

.•. -.,_ ... . .. ' 

ther be done in the matter until \V·e 
. ~' - ,_ ., ~ . -- ' 

.shall ha\re had an opportunity of read-
.. • ~ j ,- - ... 

'ing over and studying rthe resolutions . 
.,. c I _ ~ 

We are called upon to take over and 
' ~ . . 

maintain seventee11 sanitaria. That is 
a:· -\~ery debatable question on which 
there can be very great differences of 
opinion and as Vle all wish to arrive at 
a proper conclusion of the question I 
trust that the motion will be allowed 
to stand over until to-morrow, when I 
shall be ,:feady to give my last word on 
t11e Resoluitions before us. 

RT. HON PRIME MINISTER.-In 
reply to the Rt. Hon. member, I beg to 
say~ that , it is not our intention to rush 
those resolutions. I-Ion. men1bers . will 
be given plenrty of time to study them, 
and the Committee will rise, if neces
sary each day, until the matter has 
been thoroughly gone into. 

'.l\i'.Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
, The · Chairman of the Committee re~ 

ported ithat they had considered the 
matter to them referred;· had made 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

· Ordered that this ·re1)ort be received 
and adopted, and that ithe Committee 
have leave to sit again tomorrow. 
''INSPECTION· OF BOILE'RS" BILL. 
· ·Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime l\1inister, the Bill entitled, "An 
Act to 'Amend the law relating to the 
Inspection of Boilers,'' was introduced 
and read· a' first time and ordered to be 
I'ead a second ti1ne on to-n1orro1v. 

NOTICES. 
MR~ CLAPP ·gave Notice Of Que~ 

tion. 
RT. HON. SIR R. BON o · gave No

tice · of ·Question. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE ·gave 
11otice that he "\vould on rto-morro\v ask 

leave to moite that · ·supply be ·gtanted 
to His Majesty. 

HON. 1\11 N ISTER Fl NANCE . gave 
notice that he vvould on Monday next, 
March 4tl1, move rthe House into Com
mittee of the vVhole on Supply. 

MR. KENT gave Notice of Qu-estion. 
The remaining Orders of the Day 

were deferred. 
It was moved and seconded that 

·v,rhen the House rises it adjourn until 
to-morro\v, Wednesday, February 28th, 
at three of the clock it1 the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly. 
' 

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 28th. 
The House met at 3 of the clock in 

the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
ment. 

PETITIONS. 
H·ON. 1\111NISTER AGRICULTURE 

AND MIN ES.-Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
present a petition from the inhabit
ants of Grenspond, District of Bona
vi:::ita, asking for a '\\-7 harf in that place. 
If a \Vharf V/ere built it wot1ld be of 
great benefit to the people. I give this 
petitio11 my h.earty support, and would 
ask that it be referred rco the Depart
ment of Marine and Fisheries. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
1\/fr. Speaker, I ask leave to present a , 
petition from Gilbert Bugden and other -~':,. 
residents of English Harbor, in tl1e 
District of Trinity, 011 the subject. of a 
road from the settleI1!ent to the .Flag 
Station or Railv.,ray Crossing. l 'eti· 
tioners state ithat in order to rer.ch 
the railway they have at present to 
travel by way of Champney·s, and they 
are desirol1s of having a new road cut 
between English Harbour and the rail
vvay. The distance is about tvvo miles, 
arid I understana that the road will be 
the n1eans of opening Ul) some valu
able agricultural land. , 

. I also ask leave to prese11t a l)etition 
from Rev. J. G. Joyce, i\.bram B·utton; 
Augustus Sparkes, and. cth~r residents 
of Sibley's Cove and Lead Co·ve) ask-. 
ing· for a grant of $40 for tl1e co11struc-

.. 

,, 
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tion of a road to tl1e Methodist ceme
tery. Also a petition frorr1 Joshua 
Warren and other residents of Nor
man's Cov~e, . praying fc1r a grant of 

$110 to construct a bridge \Vhich cross
es Nor1nan's Cove Brook and joins the 
n1ain road in the settle1ne:nt. Al3o a 
i)etition fron1 \Villian1 H. Bl1tton ancl 
otl1ers of Lead Co1re, setti11g fortl1 that 
tl1e present local grant is inst1fficient 
for the rapairs of tl1e local roads of 
that settlement, and asking that spe~i
al allocations be made this year. Also a 
petition fro1n A_zariah Critch, J. W. 
Janes and other reside11ts of Hant's Hr. 
praying for an allocation of $30 to 
construct a road leadi11g to far1ns situ
ated inside the harbor. At present 
tl1ere is only a foot path to the said 
farms. Also a petition from Tobias 
Critch, Malcolm Sl1ort and other re
sidents of Hant's Harbour, asking for 
a similar grant for a road leading from 
the local road to the dwelling houses 
and gardens of petitioners. I feel sure 
that the subject matte.r of the various· 
petitions will receive very careful con
sideration at the hands of the G-ov
ernment. lVIeanwhile I would ask that . 
tl1e petitions be received and referred• 
to the Department of Public Works~ 

Tl1ese several petitioI1s -vvere re
ceiv-ed and referred to the depart
m8:its to \Vhich tl1ey related. 

NOTICE OF QUESTION. 
1\1 R. f{ ENT asked the Hon. l\1i11ister 

of ..:\griculture 2.nd Mines to lay on tl1e 
table of the Hot1se a statement com
mencing Jany. 1, 1911, to date, shovv- · 
ing in each case :-(1) Tl1e nt111..1ber of 
acres of land in t11is Colo11y or its de
pendencies aiJpliod for pulp or tin1ber 
purposes; (1) na1nes of applicanits; (3) 

the date of applicatio11; ( 4) the area 
in acres applied for; ( 5 whether tl1e 
applicatio11 11as been approved by the 
Governor in Council; (6) the date of 

approval; (7) the area approved; (8) 

whether the approval was for timber 
or pulp; (9) the amount of fees lJaid; 
(10) the date of pay1no11t; (11) the 

date of Slir'l.?ey; (12) the nan1c of Sllr
veyor; (13) \vhether any area 11as 
been forfeited or notice of · forfeitl1re 

• 

given; (14) the cause of forfeiture; 
(15) name of parties to \Vho1n i1otice 
of forfeiture \Vas given; (16) date of . 
st1ch notice; (17) \vhether the areas, 
or any cf tl1e:n, er ai1)- part of any of 
then1, so fcrfeited 11a.-v""e beon applied 
fer, apprc~red to, or granted to tl1e 
same er a:;.1y other perscn or i)crsons; 
(18) the nam2 of the preJcnt holder 
of each area issued. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MIN ES.-In reply I bt:g to say 
that the statement is being propared. 
As soon as it is ready, I shall table it. 

1\1 R. KENT asl{ed tb.e Hon. Colonial 
Secretary to lay c;11 th~ table of tl1e 
House copies of ti1e follc-vving: --( 1) 
All letters, correspondence and doct1-
ments between the Colonial Secre

tary's Dep'.1rtn1ent or the Government 
and tl1e Govern1nent Engineer's De
partment upon, or in relation to, the 
survey, construction, equip1nent, or op

eration of the r2 .. ilway branches, or a11y 

of them, provided for in the Railvvay 
Extension Act, 1910; (2) all letters, 
correspondc11ce and doc11:-:1~:::it:::; bc;
t"\veen tl1e Contractor and tl1e Colo:aial 
Secretary's Departn1ent, or tho G'.)\~

ernment, in relation to tl1e sa111e sut
ject. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARV.
Tl1e correspondence is being copied. 
\Ve are getting it do11e as quiskly as 

possible, bl1t it will take som2 time. 
MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Col

onial Secretary to lay on th2 tab lo any 
reports made by lVIr. J. F. Do\Yney 011 

dredges- since the present Government 
took office; also stateme11ts sho'.vii_..~· 

amount paid Mr. Dovvney in con11ec
tion with inquiries regardi11g dredges; 
also record of vvhat action, if a11y, \Vas 
take11 by the GovErr1n1ent c11 sucl1 re
ports of Mr. Do,vncy; also copy of tl1e 
instructions to Mr. _A.. \V. Piccott, l\1in
ister of l\!farine a11<1 Fisl1eries, re 11is 
prese11t visit to Grrat Britain irr· co11-
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nection with dredg·e; also copy of any 
letter·s, cablegrams or reports received 
from Mr. Piccott fro .n1 England in re
feren.ce to san1e; also record of vvhat 

• 

action, if any, tl1e Gover11ment l1as tak-
en o:n said cablegrams, letters or re
ports, and whether a dredge has been 
obtained; and, if not, '\Vhen one is like
ly rto ce. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:-
(1) The report of lVlr. Downey 

· tablell herevvith. 

• 
lS 

(2) lVIr. Dovvney was paid tl1e su111 
of $900.00 in 1909, on account of his 
serv·ices and expenses going abroad in 
connection with the enquiry re dredge. 

(3) No action was taken on the re
port,as the ·Government has. been cn
dea vouring to arrange for the building 
of a dredge in the Colony. 

( 4) Copy of instructions to Mr. Pic
cott is he·rewith tabled. 

(5) The Minister of Finance wl10 
was with Mr. lJiccott in London, re
ported to the Government on his re.
turn to S.t. John's that the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries recommended 
the purchase of a dredge, with Priest
man grab, the plans and specifications 
of which were submitted to Council 
and were approved. 

( 6) Copies of cablegrams between 
the Prime Minister a11d Mr. Piccott, 
autho.rizing the purchase of the dred,ge, 
are subn1itted. 

MR. CLAPP asked Hon. Min. of Jus-
tice to lay on tl1e table of the House a 
statement showing the amounts paid 
to Rit. Hon. Sir E. P. Morris, Hon. D. 
Morison and tl1e late Sir James Wint
er for services in connection with The 
Hague Arbitration; if t11e said pay
ments are in full of all demands, or 
merely payments on account; if the 
latiter case, whether bills in full have 
been presented on behalf of said coun
sel; and, if so, what is the amount of 
t.he same; if sucl1 bills in full have not 
been presented, \vhen they are likely 
to be; also to aslt the Minister if he is 
aware that b-y· a return rece11tl:y· tabled 

in the Canadian Parl1iam.ent, it was 
shown that the Don1inion of Canada 
has already paid on accot1nt of said ar
bitratio11 the sum of $203,000; if such 
payment includes any an1ot111ts on be
half of this Colony; if his department 
or any department of tl1e Go~vernment 
has as yet any knowledge of the total 
cost of said arbitration to tl1e Colony; 
if ithe Minister or the Govern1nent 11as 
as yet tal{en into consideration what 
means it will adopt for . meeting the 
to~al cost of the said arbitration. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
In revlY rto the quest~·-:>n of the Hon. 

member for St. Barbe District, I beg to 
lay on the table a statement of all am
ounts paid to date in connection with 
the Hague Arbitration. The an1ounts 
paid to Counsel are payments on ac
count. No bills have yet been present
ed on behalf of the N evvfoundland 
Counsel \vho represented tl1e Colony 
upo11 the Arbitratio11 and I have no in
formation as to when these bills are 
lil{ely 1to be presented. I an1 not 
aware whether a return has recentl:·r 
been tabled i11 tl1e Canadian Parlia
ment sho"\ving that tl1e Don1inion of 
Canada has · already paid the su1n of 
$203,000.00 011 account of the Arbitra
tion. Until I soe this return, I am not 
in a positio11 to say wl1ether it in
cluJ.es any amou11ts Oi1 behalf of tl1is 
Cclcn-:v or fer "\Vhich tl1is Colony -v·vill 
te liable. The Government has net as 
yet ot1fficie:.1.t infor1nat"ion to enable it 
to make any definite statement with 
regard to the total cosit to the Colony 
of its share of tl1e Arl)itration expen
ses and accordi11gly 11as not as yet talr
en into co11sideration ,~vhat means it 

w.ill adopt for meeting same. 

i\~ R. CLAPP asked the Hon. Co1-
onial Secretary (1) if the Bonavista 
Bra11cl1 Railrcad has been completed, 
(?) if its completion has been certified 
by the Ge>v-ernment Engineer; (3) i~ it 
11as bee11 for1nally talren o-v-er by the 
Go•lernment Engineer, ( 4) if .it has 
t es:1 for1:1ally talren ovrer b)- tl1e Gov-
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er11n1e11t and if so, vvl1e11, (5) if a11y 

amounts ren1a.in to be paid on account 
of the completio11 of the said Bra11ch 
Railroad, the l)roviding of right-of
wa)'"S or the equipn1ent of the line, (6) 

if the Contractors clain1 that any am
ot1nts are yet dt1e in respect of the 
con1pletio11 of the said railroad and if 
so to state the amot1nt of st1cl1 claim. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:

(1) No. 
(2) ~To. 

(3) No. 
( 4) No. 
(5) Yes. 
(6) The Contractors ha\re a1)plied ror 

a further payn1en1t on account of con
struction, which has not be8n enter
tained, as the Governn1ent Engi11eer 
reports it as not yet dl1e. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Minis
ter of Finan co and Ct1stoms to lay on 
the table a staten1ent showing tl1e 
an1cu11t expended to date on account 
of Branch Rail\va.y extension, speci
fying tl1e amount paid tl1e contractors 
for tl1e branches completed or under 
constrl1ction, tl1e an1ount paid for ar~ 

bitrations for rigl1t of -vvay ai1d fees 
thereon, and the amount paid fer sta
tions, fences, SilJVf fences and tele
graph lines; also to table· staten1ent 
sho\ving, witl1 reference to the four 
million dollars raised in 1910 for rail
rc8 .. d extonsio11, "\vhat portion of tl1e 
ca1ne ren1uins unexpe11ded; also to 
table a state1ne11t showing· tl1e amount, 
if any, i101..,it claimed to be due by the 
contractors on account of the Branch 
Rail\vays. 

Placentia, -TvVl1itbo11rne and those set
tlements ii1 Trin.ity Bay supposed to 
be served by t11e Broad Cove line, ancl 
\Vhich hav-e been sent Ollt from St. 
Jol1n_'s by rail si11ce t110 8th Fe!Jruary, 
have been de1)ositecl; if at B:rigus 
Junction, what acc0n11nodatio11 is prc
\rided there fer LlJ.,ii r1.1atter, vvho is ·in 

' 
cl1arge of sucl1 :11a:ils, ~1nd \vho is re
sponsible for their safot}'~ . 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
I beg to table infor1nation asl~sd fer. 

RT. HOi\J. SIR R. BOND as~ccd tlle 
I-Ion. Colonial Secretary to lay on tb.e 
table of tl1is House a copy of all cor
respondence betwen tl1e Postmaster 
General and the Rail way Co11tractors, 

1 since tl1e 1st January last in respect 
to the conduct of th8 railvvay ser\ricc. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In reply I beg to say tl1at there is i10 

corresponde11ce bet\'"reen the Post111a,st
er General ai1d Rail\vay Contractor3. 
The corresponde11ce between the Go11-
err1ment Engineer and the Contractor 
is being copied .. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked tl1e 
Hon. Colonial Secretary if it is ti12 i:r:-. 
tention of the Govern1no11t to dedL.c·t 
any amount fro1n the subsid3r pa:labl·:J 
to tl1e Railway Contractors fer cc11-19}-

ance of mails, on account cf the in
terruptior~. of such conveyance. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETJ.\RV.
In reply I beg to say that this matter 
has not yet con1e under tl10 cG11sidcr
ation of tb e Governn1ent. 

MR. KENT asl\:ed the I-Ion. Colonial 
Secretary to lay on the table of tl10 
House a detailed statem.ont of e2'~p911di-

~-10N. MINISTl:::R FINANCE AND ture on accot111t of the erectio11 or 

CUSTOMS.-! beg to tabre informa
tion asl-red for. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked the 
Hci1. Colonial Secretary to lay 011 the 
table of tl1is House a statement fron1 
tl18 Pcstr:1as t er Ge11eral, sl10\vi11g (1) 

\Vi1en tl10 last n1ail by train "'.vas re
ceived fron1 Placentia; (2) v\Then tl1e 
last 1nail by train ,-,:a.s deliv~ered at 
Place11 tia; ( 3) -\\There the mails fer 

inaintenance of Marconi Stations in 
Ne\vfoundland or Labrador from 
March 29th, 1911, to date, g1v111g 

na1nes of parties, dates and a::.11cunts 
of pay1nent in each ~ase. 

HON. COLONiAL SECRETARY.
I beg to table infor111atio11 asl-\:ed fer. 

HIS HONOR THE SPE,e..K ER.-i 
would lil\:e to point Ollt to th8 1-Icn. 
men1bers that U12.dc:- ~l1lc <i.5, the l;11 :=> i-
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ness of the House upon Notices of 
Question should precede the time set 
apart for tlte nsl\: ing cf q11estions. If 
tl1is \Vere done it would give the clerks 
in tl1e departments pra.ctically 11alf a 
day longer in \vl1ich to _prepare their 
statements and tl1us facilitate the 
business of the House. Notices 
should be given during tl1e time allo\v
ed for the prese11tation of petitions. 

Pursuant to notice, and leave grant
ed, and on n1otion of Hon. Minister of 
Finance, Supply vvas granted to His 
Majesty. -

TUBERCULOSIS RESOL.UTIONS. 
On motion of the Rt. Hon. Prime 

Minister House went into Committee 
on the Tuberculosi5 Res·olutions. 

THE RT. HON. THE PRIME MIN-

1STER-Be:ore we a:djourned yes,. 
terday afternoon, the Committee had 
the advantage of 11earing the Rt. hon. 
the Lea:der of the Opposition in 
relation to the Resolutions now be
fore the Chair. Two or tl1ree points 
th 1.,t 11e then undertook to establisl1, 
I think it would be only fair to the 
House, before the deba.te proceeds 
further, that I should answer briefly 
but effectively. 

He asserted, first, tl1at something 
had been d.one in 1905 or 1906 by the 
administration of which he was the 
Leade.r, in rel8,.t!on to t11is subject, 
and he further stated tl1at it had been 
done without any flurry or· ala-rm. 1 
do not know quite what he meant by 
that. So far as this Government are 
concerned, they do not desire that 
there should be any flurry or alq,rm 
in relation to this subject, because 
the · matter is sufficiently serious and 
ala·rm'ing as it is at pr.esent. One has 
only to mention the ·subject of tuber
culosis for its gravity to be imme
di ') tely realized. and I am glad to 
know tl1at in whatever· else we may 
differ, we are united in our recogni
tion of tl1e se:rious11ess of tl1is prob-

lem, and tl1at we a.re only a.part as 
to how we ·should deal with it. 

The Governn1ent 11ave m :i.de up 
their minds as to 11ow the pro bl em 
should be attacked, whereas Honour
able members opposite have not, eith
er in tl1e past or at the present, of
fere·d any sug·gestion as to an anti
tuberculo.sis campaign. Tl1e main 
point of my Rt. I-Ion. friend's argu
ment yesterday seemed to be that he 
did something when in power. So far 
I have not been able to find anything 
that was done by h11n, or by any Gov
ernment previous. to his. Certainly 
there was nothing done with any 
"flurry" because up to this mention 
J-'"esterday, I do not think anyone in 
thts country can rec ::ill that any ef
fort had been n1ade in this ·direction. 
\Vhatever has been done here in re
cent years to draw the attention of 
th.e public to the alarming nature of 
this disease h 1s been done by tb.e 
Society called into existence very 
largely by tl1e Honourable J ol1n Har· 
vey. N otl1ing that can be said can 
deprive him of the credit 11e deserves 
for his work 'in this directlon. 

My Right Ho11ourable friend stat
ed yesterday tha.t he had sent out 
tl1ree thousand copies of a book on 
Tuberculosis, written by Doctor Tait. 
I lrnow of that book; I }{new of 
it when it was written; and I had 
tl1e advantage of perusing dt at tl1at 
time. It was publisl1ed a .. s far back 
as . 1902, and I thinl{ the Rig·l1t Hon
oura.ble gentleman will find he was 
somewl1 ~.t inaccurate in stating that 
lie sent out thre\.' thousand copies, 
for tl1e public records sl1ow that only 
600 copdes were pur·cl1ased b-y- the 
Government from Dr. Tait in Apr'il 
1902 at a cost of $90-and that was 
the vote. for an ·anti.::tube.rculosiis 
camp".ign tl1at year· by my Right 
Ho11ourable friend:'s Government-$90 
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for GOO copies of Doctor Tait's pam-
phlet. , 

The inadequacy of this step will, 
however, be best realized when I 
point out that even if the 600 copies 
were sent out, then there would not 
be one for all of the teachers in the 
public schools, and it would not put 
one copy in half of the settlements 
in Newfot1ndl .nd because there are ' . 
1300 places in tl1e Island where peo-
ple dwell. My R1ight Honourable 
friend stated that tl1ey -vve1 e sent to 
clerg·ymen, physicians and teachers. 
But "\Vl1at is perhaps even more re
markable tl1 J..n tl1e small number of 
pamphlets purcl1ased by my Right 
I-Ionourable friend is the fact that, 
after they were purchased, he· reta.in
ed tl1em in his office for four years 
before he proceeded to distribute 

' 

them througl1out tl1e country. From 
this I deduce one of two facts-eith .. 
er tha.t the bool{S were not purcl1ased 
from Doctor Tait for the purpose of 
distribution, but ratl1er to provide 
him with a sop; or that, if they were 
purchased for the purpose of distrd
bution, gross neglect is exhibited by 
tl1eir ha vi11g been retaine·d in his of
fice for four years afterwards before 
a.nything was done. Moreover, the 
best proof th a.t the latter fact, at any 
ra,te, stands as an indictment against 
the Right Honourable gentleman is 
tl1at when lie did send those pamph
-l_ets out, tl1ey were accompanied by 
a circular, ·dated l\/I:ay 25th 1906, in 

' which he confesses to tl1e very facts 
which he was trying to ·dispute in his 
speech, namely, the seriousness of 
tl1is disease, a11d the extent of its 
ra vag·es. I have before, me a copy 
of the circular, and it begins with the 
assertion t11 ~ t t he increase in the 
nun1ber of deaths in this Colony 
from tuberculosis ha.s led the Gov
ernn1ent to consider whethe·r by the 

dissemination of the accompanying 
• 

pamphlet, which has been compiled 
by Dr. Tait,something cannot be done 
to prevent the spread of the disease, 
and decrease, in some measure, the 
large death rate. In this para.graph 
the Rdght Honourable gentleman ad· 
mits, (1) that the increase in the 
i1umber of deaths from tuberculosis 
h ~.s impelled the Government to do 
something; (2) the somethin.g they 
have decided upon is the dissemina
tion of. this pamphlet; and ( 3) the 
purpose underlying the d:ssemination 
is to end·eavour to · prevent the spread 
of tl1e disease, and, in ad·dition, to 
decrease in some measure the la.rge 
death rate. 

Yet the Right Honourable gentle
man has tr'ied to argue to the Hous.e 
that the situation is not so serious 
as we ha.ve sought to represent it; 
that the, Vital Statistics compiled by 
the Registrar Gene~' al are not reli· 
able; and that tl1e death rate f'ro·m 
tuebrculosis is not so large as these 
statistics would in·dicate. Then my 

Rig·ht Honour:i ble friend's circular 
goes on to say that this pamphlet sug 
gests some ve:-y simple remedies 
whe·reby tl1e disease may be ldmited 
in its ravages; that it is a highly in
fectious .disea.se; and proclaims th1..t 
if precautions a re not taken, it will 
spread from family to family, and 
from settlement to settlement. 

Could the present Government de
sire any stronger endorsement of its 
proposals at tl1e present moment 
tl1an is embraced in the confession 
of my Right Honoura,ble friend wh'ich 
is contained in these words! He con
fesses that 'the dis9ase is highly in· . 
fectious. He litters a warning as 
to its sprearl from family to family 
and from sett lement to settlem0 nt if 

' 
precautions are not ta.ken, and he 
urges upon those t 'o whom he is 
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senµing this pamphlet tl1at tl1ey con
sider tl1e inethods it .sug·gests for 
tl1e limiting· of the ravages of the 

1Jisease. 
Now, sir, this is the ·Governn1ent's 

_policy i11 · .a nt1tshell, but the present 
Government talce the position which 
Sir vVillia.m MacGregor took at . the 
p·ublic meeting in the British Hall on 
February 28tl1, 1908 that "the attempt 
"of our predecessors to fight this 
" dread e11emy by the issuing of cir
" cula~" s ren1inded 11im of nothing bet
" ter than drawing a cheque on the 
" bank in which tl1ere were no funds.' 
Then my Right Honourable friend 
went on to say tl1at after that work 

' was done, after the book had been 
purcl1ased and had lain for four· years 
i11 11is office, and afte·r it had b·een 
circulated tl1rough tl1e Colon·y, to· 
gether witl1 a number of leaflets 
from so1ne American authority, the 
I-Ionot1rable Mr. Harvey "took up th·e 
\vorl;::." Tool{ up wl1at work? There 
\Vas no vvorlc bei11g done. There 
was nothing sta.rted wl1ich ·Could . be 
t::iken up, becat1se tl1e sending out of 
t11ese few circulars could hardly be 
ma,gnified :i11to a serious attempt by 
11is administration to undertake this 
taslr effectively. T11e work which 
lVIr. Harvey inaugurated he a.ctually 
it1itiated. I-!e began it from the 
' rery· foundation, because .there was 
notl1ing of this i1ature done before 
11e attempted 11is self-imposed task in 
the pt1blic interest. 

Yesterday m ucl1 time \XTas occupied 
by n1y Rigl1t Honourable friend in 
enden.vourin.?~ to comba.t the idea of 
s l nita :" iurr.s. but "iVlJat do we find in 

tbis b '.) Ol\: o~ Dr. Tait's, vvl1ich 11e 11im
S ::) l~ sent out. vVl1y, if in this little 
pampl1let tl1ere is any certainty a.bout 
a11ytl1ing it is as to the value of sa.ni-
tariums. In l1is preface Doctor Tait 
says:-

" \1;.J e alo11e remain undnterestedt 

"ancl unmoved, 11otwitl1standing the 
" enormot1s mortality and the large 

' '' arnount of suffering due to this ·dis-
n ease. \Ve 11ope, 110\Ve\.Te~,, that mea
• st1res \vill soon be adopted where
., by tl1e sanitary conditions of our 
·· i)eople may be in1proved, and theii.r 
" Lygie11ic living better- u11derstood 
" ai1cl this little work 11as been under
" tal{en witl1 a ·desire of supplying in
" formatio11 to the people, and tl1ere
" by arousing public attention to tl1e 
" various aspects of tl1is most insidi
" Olls and ruthless of all diseases." 

Then on page 35, resr:ecting our 
statistics in ·relation to tl1is disease, 
11e sa.ys:-

" In Newfoundland we have no re
" liable statistics, but from the re· 
" port published by the Registrar 
"General the city of St. John's gives 
" us a death irate from consumption 
" of. 26.2 per 10,000 living. I have . 
" no doubt but that in inany isolated 
"'.localities, v.i1here '.consan,guineous 
"marriages 11ave for years been tak
" ing place, that abnormal conditions 
" of health are even more numerous 
" than in the above cases, .and that 
"our higl1 tuberculosis mortality is 
"la.rgely due to tl1is fact. Consider
" ing the peculiar conQ.itions under 
" wl1ich many of our people live, I am 
" strongly convinced that the evil ef
" fects produced by these close mar· 
"ria.g·es 11ave a detrimental in:luence 
" upon tl1e present generation, and 
" that tuberculosis, in many instan
" ces, is the direct result of consan-
" l: ·1· t .gu~1n y. 

Speaking genera1ly 11e says: -
"To-day it is more widespread, 

'' more cleadl3r, more persistent in 
" one or n1ore of its nlany clinical 
" forms tl1an any other known dis
" ease. It is estimated that 1,000,000 
"lives. are lost by it tl1rougl1out Eur
" ope alone, and in Eng·land and 
''Wales tl1e deatl1 rate reaches close 
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" upon 60,000. In the United States 
" 100,000 victims perish every year, 
"and in Canada the same fiend 
~'claims yearly a holocaust of 9,000 
" souls." 

" Now how a.re "'~e to stop .all th·is? 
" First, by convincing the careless or 
"ignorant consumptive of the wrong 
" he is doing to himself and others 
"by the manner in which he disposes 
"of his ·infe.ctious e·xpectorations. 

" In the second place the strong 
"arm of the la.w must be invoked, 
" and a strict supervision maintain· 
" ed over all public institutions such 
" as asylums, hospitals, prisons,large 
" boarding and da.y-schools, street 
"and railway cars, and all places of 
" a public nature where people con
" gregate in large numbers not over· 

' " looking even our churches 
• 

" In the th:ird pla.ce provision 
" should be ma-de for the notification 
" o~ all cases of the d'isease,especially 
"tl1ose fa.r advanced,and in all hous.es 
" and rooms where death oc.curi3, 
" cleansing and prope·r disinfection 
" should immediately take place, as 
" in the ca.se of other infectious dis
" eases. 

" In the fourth place consumptive 
," hospitals, or sanit'l.ria should be es
" tablished, where the poor and dis
" abled could be sent, if for nothing 
" else, to keep them from infecting 
" othets." 

"The matter is a thing of public 
concern and ought to be dealt with 

' from a public standpoint. Public cen-
tres should be established, presided 
over by competent persons, whose 
duty it wot1ld be to m 1..ke examina
tions and give advice gratuitously to 
all who might apply. In such an es
ta1)lishment the necess.ary appliances 
would always be at 11and, and the 
physician in charge, being an expert, 
would g·ive advice of the most prac· 

tical and reliable kind. This system 
might be easily carried out in con
nection with our Public He:llth De· 
partment, or in an isolated pavilion 
attached to the General Hospital. 
Better than all would be the erection 
of a commodious and up-to-date Con· 
sumptive Hospita1 furnished with all 
the technical a.nd 11ygienic require .. 
:ments of modern science. Wl1en we 
come to co1npare our death-rate from 
consumption with that of other coun
tries where the causes are far more 
apparent, we stand in bewilderment 
and ask ourselves the question-why 
is it tl1at we go about so unconcern· 
edly in the midst of a disease so ap
p9.1ling as to . claim for its heritage a 
yearly hec.atomb of nearly 1,000 
souls? 

"It is for the people, , and more 'es
pecially for the medical profession, 
to press this matter as one of the 
utmost urgency, until the · Legisla· 
ture, impressed w!th its importa.nce, 
will be com1)elled to undertake some 
measures of relief. 

"For the United Sta.tes the death 
rate from Consumption per 1,000 of 
the population is as follows:
"District of Columbia (highest) 3.59 

for State; ut~11 (lowest), 0.30 for 
State; New York, 2.4 7 for State; 
Pennsylv.ania, 1.46 fo1 State; Nebras
ka, 0.57 for State; Caljfornia, 2.39 for 
State; MRssachusetts, 2.67 for State; 
Newfoundland, 4.49 for Colony." 

"The Treatment of Tuberculosis. 

" (1) Treatment of the. home of the 
patient. 

" (a) This can be easily mf:lnaged, 
especially in the houses of the well to
do.where good sanitary ar·rang·8ments 
exist, and where plen.tv of pure fresh 
air and s11nshine P hn11nd. 

'' (b) In the ca.$e o,c the T'00.,.-tho~e 

dwelling in small, ·damp. dark. and • 
poo·rty ventilated apa.rtments, tl1e cir· 
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cumst:: nces are e11tirel}- different. 
Living· a111idst such unwholesome 
surrounding·s it -vvould be useless to 
expect, or e ·ven 11ope for,any improve-
1ncnt by tl1e otdinary metl1ods of 
treatn1ent. To treat a patient in 
suc11 an environment, witl1 a.ny rea
sor1a1)le 11opc of success,is only a use
less expenditure of energ·y. Left in 
tl1ese co11ditions, in spite of treat
m : nt, all tl1ese cases succumb to tl1e 
disease. But is tl1ere no 11ope, no 
encourag·ement fo~~ tl1ese despairing 
ones? Yes; ample hope and encour
a.gement too, if vie ca.n only succeed 
in getting these people removed into 
sal·vable quarters! Tl1ey must be ta.k
en out o:' these hot-beds of infection, 
a11cl place1d in 11ealtl1ful surroundings, 
and then if the disease is not too 

' 
far advanced, there is every hope and 
encouragement. V\Titl1out thi.s all otl1-
er n1stl1ods will fail, and tl1e best ef-
f 01· ts o: man become doomed to 
a1)pointment. 

" ( c) For tl1e ten who are able 

dis-

to 
n;vail tl1emselves of 11osp1ital, or 11ome 
l1ygienic measures, we must not for
get the ni11ety who 11a.ve no means to 
provide themselves with modern 
treatment. Here lies tl1e root of 
tl1e whole trouble, the cl1ief ·d1ifficul
ty being 110\v to adapt 1neans to ex
isting circumstances. For these cases 
some administrative measures of re
~orm must be provided. 

" ( d) Sl1all we send our patients 
a v1::l .y to tl1e various "health resorts?" 
No! we 11ave scores of the;;e pla.ces 
in ot1r O\Vn country. Tl1e fevv wl10 
h8. ,~e alrea~ly left their 11om es to try 
tl1ese f o:!.·eiz·:;.1 rcso:·ts 11a ,-c i11var'iably 
t11et v1ith disappointment. Generally 
speaki11g·, tl1ose wl1u 11a.ve gone away 
fo .~ tl1is purpose have only ·done so 
'''hen J1ealtl1 was :East declining, and 
li ~e 11ang'ing between hl)pe and de-

• spa1r. 

" (2) As to Hos.pitals: These are 
usually situated within the city limits, 
and are ·devoted to general or special 
purposes. In some places they have 
jsol::lted wards in connection witl1 
g·eneral 11osp1ta18 . for early cases of 
tl1e disease . and tl1ey worl\: admirab-, . 

ljr. 

" ( 3) Sanita.ria: The idea. tl1at tube·r
culosis in order to be successfully 
treJ.ted, must be dealt with from an 
11yg·ienic .stand~oint is old; but tl1e 
organizatio11 of all t11e hygienic ele
n1ents into a complete system, and 
administered under the continuous 
{llrection of meclical authority is 
new; and this is the system of the 

modern sanitarium. These a.re gener
ally bt1ilt by the seaside, or in inland 
places, especially at 11igl1 elevations 
In tl1e pure air of these regions the 
treatment, .especially if co1nmenced 
e :i. rly, nea,rly al\vays results in a com
plete cure. Altl1ough elevated table· 
lands amidst pine g·roves are gener-

' 
ally selected as sites for sanitaria, 
yet it inust not be understood that 
g·ood results may not be obtained at 
,vell situated and well in::inaged in
stitt1tions in lower regions. But have 
we not in tl1is country sites elevated 
protected, witl1 sandy subsoi1, a good 
water supply, and sl1e~te~ted with ter
cbintl1ine g·roves from wl1ose woody 
11etgl1ts the 11ealing odor floats afar? 
Assuredly we 11ave, and tl1ey sl1ould 
be availed of in the treatment of our 
consumpti\res. Since science has es

tablished the f~ct (1) tl1a~t tubercu
losis is contag 1 ous; ( 2) tl1at it is 
avoidable; a11d (3) tl1at it is curable; 

' 11ow is it tl1at Newfoundl:tnd lags so 

far bel1ind her sister colonies, so 
tl1at while tl1ese institutions are mul· 
tiplying· in every otl1er land, "Eng
land's oldest colony' has not to-day 
one single public institution wl1ere
in to recei've a poor, wretched, ·d)ring 
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consun1ptive, and tl1us relieve 11is 
miseries, and remove him as a. cen
tre of infection. to others? And,again, 
wl1at is of more importance, not even 
a single tl1ougl1t in connection witl1 
tl1e establishment of tl1ese later, and 
n10:-e pronounced God~-given 'inst.itu· 
tions, whicl1 appeal not only to tl1e 
g·enerosity of g·overnments, but of 
individuals as well! May we not hope 
tl1at tl1e crying need for help,and the 
possibility of giving tl1at help are 
due to a lack of knowledg·e upon the 
part . of the Christian men and wo
n1en of. tl1is country, rathe.r than to a 

state of hardness, or indifference of 
11eart, towards tl1eir dying fellow .. 
1nen? 

"The statistics from 22 German san
itaria are as follows: 

"Of every 100 patients in ea.ch insti
tution tl1ere \Vere, 
DismiEs2d as cured or improved 83.3 
Dismissed as no better . . ; . . . 8. 7 
Dismissed as worse . . . . . . . . ;).7 
D . d . . 1.1" i e . . . . . . . . . . 

No\v tl1is is tl1e authority quoted 
l1ere yesterday afternoori. 

SIR ROBERT ·soND-I never quo
ted him as an autl1ority. 

SIR EDWARD1 MORRIS-I under
stood you to say that he was a very 
eminent at1thority. , 

SIR ROBERT BOND-I said he was 
a. very eminent pl1"Jrsician. 

SIR EDWARD MORRIS-It is the 
san1e thing. This is just one branch 
of a pl1ysician' s work. This is his 
opinion as regards sani taria .. 

Ag·ain on page 59 tl1e Doctor takes 
the matter up-

" The ladies of tl1is country have 
" already exl1ibitedl their zeal and 
" generosity by exhibiting a large 
" a.nd well equipped annex to the 
" General Hospital of this city for the 
"treatment of their own fellow crea-
" tures in ·distress. Tl1ey have un~ 

" der construction a Convalescent 
" Home and in contemplation also 

' 
'' a Home for Incurables. Tl1en why 
" not, to complete the circuit, a.nd 
" add energy to the whole scheme, 
" beg·in at once to erect that key-
" stone structure, the most urgent 
" and useful of tl1em all, a Sanitari

"um for the Cure of Tuberculosis. 

" Those buildings are less costly 
" in structure than any of those al
" rea.dy undertaken for the puri;: ose I 
"have mentioned, and their general 
"equipment and ma.nagement a thing 
" o.:: far less outlay.'' 

" Lord Beaconsfield once .said that 
" ' the atmospl1ere in which we 
"live has more to do with human 
" l1appiness than all tl1e accidents of 
" fortune and all the acts of govern-
" ments." Tl1e great aim and use of 
"sa.nitaria a.re to cure patients af

" fected 'vith tuberculosis by means 
" of fresh pure ai.r and sunshine. Al
"ready sufficient facts are a.t hand 
" to co11 \rince even tl1e most sceptical 
" that the "atmospl1ere" as far as 
" consumptives are concerned, is the 
" g·reat purveyor of health, and that 
"tl1e "sanitarium" is the purveyor of 
" the atmosphere-the open air trea·t 
"ment by day, and the open window 
" treatment by night. 

"To close this chapter I will a.ppend 
a clipping firom a London paper 
which is instructive, and speaks for 
itself. 

" For the new building which ~he 

generosity of an anony~ous 
will ena.ble the North London 

donor 
Hos-

pita.I for Consumption to ·erect, . a 
site of a.bout sixty acres has already 
been chosen and p1 1.rchased at North
wood, in Hertf o·rdshire, nearly four 
11undred feet above tl1e sea level. The 
new building, wl1ich is expected to 
ue commenced shortly, will contain 
100 bed1s, to ·which the overflow pa-

• 
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tients will be tr an sf erred from the 
great ope1t-air establisl1ment at 
Mount Vernon, Hampstead. The an
onymous friend of the hospital-a 
friend indeed to the community at 

.lar.ge-not only provides tl1e purchase 
money for the site and makes pro
vision for the erection of the institu· 
tion but also promise1s the sum of 

' 
£ 1,000 per annum to endow this o·p-
en-air adjunct. The plans are at 
present under ·discussion, and it i!J 
g·enerally believed tha,t large verand· 
ahs will be erected, where the· · pa
tients. will sleep at night in the open 
air. The institution will face south
\vest, and it is thougl1t improbable 
that the revolving verandal1 plan so 
common in the Continental sanitaria 
will be followed. Nor will the pa
tients here be .forced to eat-as they 
are in Gern1any-a consideration of 
i1nmense importance to ma.ny a one 
with a delicate a.ppetite. 

"Consumptive patients und.er the 
new tre3..tment, live as far as possible 
in the open air d'ay and night, winter 
and sum mer, and hitherto none of 
our maligned Noven1ber fogs has ne
cessitated the removal at night time 
of any of the Han1pstead patients in
to rooms. Sl1ould snow or rain beat 
down on any verandah, canvas-blin·ds 
are draw11 for shelte.r. No matter how 
severe tl1e We3.ther pa.tients who can
not even leave their beds remain in 
open verandahs. 

"At this North London sanitarium 
the medical officers do not yet ac· 
cept Dr. Koch's suggestion tl1at hu
man and anim3.1 tuberculosis are two 
·different diseasEs. All milk is care
fully sterilized before being used, and 
the meat is subjected to a seve :~e ex
amination before bei11g cooked. But
ter, of course, 11as to be ta.ken on 
trust, and so far eg·g8 hav-e not been 
st1spected of any tuberculous symp-

toms. Bl1t even i f. tl1e eggs were or
ig·ina.lly infected boiling would be fa· 
tal to the consumption .germ. 

"The doctors 11ere 11a\l-e no dot1bt 
tl1at the gern1s of consumption are 
spread to a very large extent by the 
careless and disgt1sting ha.bit of spit
ting. So strong are their views up-
011 this point that a.ny patient expec· 
to :nating within tl1e precincts of the 
hospital is, after due warning, expel
led for any repetition of tl1e offence. 
Consumption, so tar c.. s the experi
ence of the doctors of the North Lon
don Hospital g·oes, and they receive 
patients from all parts of the United 
J{ingdom, is more prevalent amongst 
n1cn than -vvomen. Tl1is is due to 
tl1e fact that they work in more con
fined spaces. I11 ma.ny cases which 
11ave· ·come under tl1e notice of these 
doctors, tl1e patients have been em
ployed in ill-ventilated factories, 
\Vl1ere . there -vvere several men suffer
ing from consumption, and in some 
instances \Yell-defined phthisis, who 
carelessly expectorated on the floor, 
tl1us spreading the terrible dise·'.lse. 

"It is impossible, to prescribe a peri-

od at which consumption can be cur
ec1. In so1ne few ca,ses, where the 
infection is early discovered, it is a 
inatter of probably tvvo or tl1ree 
months, wl1ile in others tl1e patients 
should l)e unde:~ treatment for a year 
or muc11 longer. At Mount Vernon 
pa.ti en ts are l{ept for periods varying 
from six weel{s to three months. 
vVhen the new buildings are opened 
tl1e time will probably be extend·ed 
to six inonths. But eacl1 case is 
treated individually, on its ov.rn mer
its. Feeding is, after the open·air 
consideration, the n1ain .feature of 
the treatment. but the stom'l.ch is 
gently 'invited, and not forced. After 
all it does not ta.ke much to induce 
the natients to eat, for a ' rery large 

~ 

.. 
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proportion come from tl1e East-end 
of London and tl1e sl urns of the West 
end. No charge wl1atsoever is made 
no matte~ what station in life the pa .. 
tient may occupy. But few patients 
forget the benefits. they have derived 
from tl1is kindly institution, contri .. 
buting· their mite towards its expen
ses, or inducing their friends to send 
some monetary a.cknowledg·ment." 

My Right Honourable friend next 
deals witl1 the Commiss'ion of. Public 
Health apRointed by this Govern
ment. He was apparently so poorly 
informed as to the progress of events, 
and took such little interest in tl1e 
subject that 11is assertions yesterday 
were to tl1e effect tl1at this Con1mis· 
sion was appointed la.st year,although 
this House has for three sessions 
voted a surn of $4,000 annually for 
tl1e \)70:·1{ of tl1at Commission, and 
altho11gh it has presented three re
po:ts to the Legislature. My Right 
Honourable friend -vva.s, as I s 1.y, so 
poorly acquainted with public mat
ters that 11e actually was not a ware 
of this fact. I informed him yester· 
day, as I repeat now, tl1at this Com .. 
mission was appointed a few days af
ter we assumed office tl1ree years 
ag·o. It wa.s one of the very first 
1matters taken up by us, for we re· 
alized tl1e seriot1sness of this ques· 
tion "\vl1icl1 affects everybody 'in the 
Colony-not alone tl1ose suffering 
from tl1e disease, but tl1ose who may 
acquire it. It is a disease tl1at re-
spects neitl1er age nor nationality, 
settlement nor street. We never 
know vvl1en we may be ·drinking in 

our o-.;,v11 deatl1; therefore, realizing 
tl1e gravity o:: the problem, we at . 
once took it up, and in the Speech 

' 

from the Tl1rone delivered by Sir 
\N'illiam MacGregor on June 1st 1909, 
sl1ortly after we came bacl{ from the 

last Genera.I Election tl1e fallowing 
' 

paragraph was included-
"The ravages wrought amongst our 

people by the spread of tuberculosis 
commonly known as consumption, 
througl1out tl1e Colony, make it ne· 
cessary t11a.t the State should as
sume tl1e responsibility of endeavor· 
ing to arrest its future spread. Hith
erto private philanthropy,through the 
agent of the Society for the Preven
tion of Consumption, has undertaken 
this task,and their la.bours have been 
sucl1 as to merit the commendation 
of all who would see suffering hu
manity rid of this dread wl1ite plague. 
lVIy 1ninisters propose to appoint a 
Commission to deal with this subject 
in its la:r,ger phases, and to supple· 
nient and ·extent the laudable work 
already accomplished. You will be 
invited to provide· a sum for this 
purpose." 

At that session we invited the Leg· 
islature to vote $4,000 a year for the 
l1se of the Commission and gave this 
sum to these gentlemen uncondition
ally. We told them to take it and 
·do what they liked with it, so long 
as they saved the people. Hon. John 
Harvey and Doctors Brehm, Fraser, 
Keegan and Rendell m ::tde up that 
Comn1ission, and tl1ey were not re· 
stra.ined or narrowed in any way in 
tl1eir work. And what were the 
'instructions given them? They were 
as follows-

"To enquire into a.nd report upon 
and deal with, insofa.r as the funds 
placed at your ·disposal by the Gov
e1'nment from time to time may al
low, the whole question of tube·rcu· 
losis its extent and growth in New-

' foundland its ca.uses, the remP.dies 
' 

which might be adopted to prevent 
its spread, and particularly the part 
that tea.cl1ers in the public schools 
nlight take in that connection; the 
instruction of tl1e teachers at the 
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tra;ning schools in a special course 
of sanitation, and of those who have 
passed out of said training schools 
without having had the privilege of 
Sl1cl1 instruction, but vvho are now 
engaged in teaching in this Colony; 
tl1e teaching of households by lee· 
tures, pamphlets and personal visits; 
the methods of improving tl1e healt'J 
of, the people generally, and of the 
water supply of .a.11 places which are 
centres of population; infantile· mor· 
tality, its causes and remedies; tt.e 
establ'isl1ing of district dispensaries 
and district trained nurses; the 
structure of, dwellings, with a view 
to improving sanitation, dryness and 

drainage; the laying out of to\v.ns 
with regard to sanitation .a,nd drai11.· 
age; the establishing of cleansing 
and ·disinfecting staffs in towns: the 
registration of infectious diseases 
a.nd of infected houses wl1ere· 'lis
eases sucl1 as. tuberculosis occ11r; 
and fuller and more correct retl.trns 
of vital statistics." 

These Commissioners have wol~l{ott, 

and! -vvorked nobly for the past three 
years without pa.y or pension. ~ 1 b.·~Y 

have given up their time, sacrific 3d 

tl1eir own convenience to the work, 
and it is largely on the strengtl1 of 
their reports, embodying the frt1-I-i s 

of their labours, that the pres 2nt prrJ

posals are offered to the comll'~itte·~ 

We were told yesterday by the Rt. 
Hon. gentleman that these sanitariums 
\Vere not the right things, that we were 
going the wrong way about dealing 
with this problem, and several auth
orities were quoted by 11irn in relation 
to this phase of the matter. We 
'vere told that we were not in har
mony with the 1-Iealth Com1nission 
and its reports, but if y~ou will look at 
the report of the Commission for 1909, 
which he refers to, you will observe 
that on the question of sanitaria the 

Coin.missioners say, in section 34, 
that-

' 
The establishme:r1t of sanitaria, 

while at first sight it has more to do 
with the cure than the pre•1ention of 
Consumption, is in reality a very 
strong factor towards prevention. 
Sanitaria may be of t-vvo kinds: 
(a) Hospitals or estal)lisl11n0nts for 

talring advanced cases, not so 
much v"l1itl1 tl1e idea of curing them 
as of seg·regating them and re
moving a. source of infection. Inci
dentally, of course, tl1e pat1enLs 
are benefitted by the treatment, 
even though they cannot be cured, 
It is mostly from these advanced 
cases that infection is spr2ud, 
partly through direct inoculation 
of others, and partly by the infsc
tion of houses from tl1e sputum 
of the i)a,tient. 

(b) Establishments for talring early 
cases. Tl1ese ser-.-ve the double 
pt1rpose cf ct1ring or at least great
ly i111proving the patients, a11d 
what is still of greater import
ance, of thorot1ghly educating 
t l1e1n i::J. tl1e ri8ht inode of life for 

• 

tl10 prct8ction of those arcund 
them. E-.;'"cry patient returning to 
11is hon-io from su8l1 an institution 
\Tvculcl be sufficie11tly educated to 
continue 11is own treatm2nt and 
\'1ould be a constant centre of edu
cation fer otl1ers. 

2.-They ha~ve found the subject a:n 
exceedingly involved ~=-1d difficult one: 
touching the life and 11abits of the peo
ple cf the Colony at many points, and 
it became early apparent thEtt a large 
a11d expensive org3~nization wa,s re
qt1irod to deal ,-vith it at all eff cctively. 

4.-Tlie first difficulty that confront
ed the Commission was the completE 
absence of reliable statistics and in
formation. The return cf causes of 
death as at present compiled ate ad· 
mittedly inaccurate. This is througl1 
no fault of the present Registrar-Gen-

• 
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eral, lVIr. E. Doyle, ;vho is a most ef
ficient and pains-taki11g official, and 
some incroaso in tl1e Grant for l1i3 De
partn1ent is reco1nn1ended. 

6.-The Comn1issicn are of opinio11 
that there are at least 1,000 deatl1s 
per ann'u1n in this country from Tub
ercular diGeases of all lrinds, and by 
far the greater part of tl1ese are direct
ly er indirectly dt1e to the failure on 
the part of our pe.ople to observe a 
fevv simple hygienic laws. 

8.-'1.,he subject cf Tuberculosis and 
the havoc "\Vrought by it, its relation to 
pcverty and city life, its i1revention 
and ct:re, havo occl1pied tl1e attention 
of . all na,tions during recent years. 
Tl1e enor1ncus excess of victims clai111-
ed by it over all other preventable dis
eases con1bi11ed, has beco111e e-lery
vvl1ere apparent, so t11at -vve in thi& 

• 

Colony are not singular in this re-
spect. T110 average num1Jer of a11nual 
deaths fro1n Tuberct1losis in tl1e world 
is estimated at over 1,250,000. In tl1e 
United Stc:tGs it is figured that over 
150,000 people succt11nb an11l1ally to 
the disease, and that of these three
fot1rths die between ag·es of 18 and 
~5. Tl1iJ l)~culiarity 2.ibout Tu1Jerculo
sis as cc:_:1~)arcd tc other preventable 
causes of deatl;., ~viz., that probalJly 
three-qua.rters of its "vic~in1s are in tl1e 
worlring and productiv~e period of life, 
marks it quite apart fro111 the num
ber . of its victims a:J econo1nically and 
socially tl1e n1ost disa,strous of all 
diseases. 

35.-The difficulties incident to the 
ostr>vblishn1cnt of such institutions are 
t·vv-cfold. First, the cost of erection 
ai1d opsra tio11; and second, the pro
bl8:11s tl1a:t are likely to arise in con-
11sction v'litl1 the maintenance of young 
families fro1n vvhicl1 tl1e father or 
n1ctl1er ct1ght to go to the institu1tion. 
Some p::ovision would ha,ve to be 
made for such cases. 

36.-Tho Commission has had u11der 
discussio11 the questio11 of Sanitaria. 

United States tl1at suitable Sanitaria 
cost ato11t $500 per bed to erect, the 
cost, both of erection and mainten
ance, depending to some extent upon 
the size. Bt1ildings suitable fo\ this 
pL1rpose need nc1t cost anything lilre 
that in Ne-vvfoundland. Tl1e problem 
may be dealt 'vith in two ways here, 
eitl1er by tl1e erection of a series of 
sn1all sanitaria i11 different localities 
(a method advocated by son1e of the 
medical correspondents . of the Com
mission)' or by the erection of one 01· 

two large institt1tions. 
37.-(e) That a trial be made at 

once to test the pr.actical value of 
Sa.nitarium treatment 11ere.' 1 

Out of tl1e $4,000 granted to the 
Co1nmission, tl1ey allocated $1,000 to 
Dr. Grenfell to experiment with small 
sanitaria at St. Anrthony, and in the 
last Report, tbat for 1911; on page 21, 
ssction 19, under the head of "Sani .. 
taria," they say,-

"19.-This subject was dealt witl1 in 
last · Repcrt, \71l1en it \Vets stated that 
the Comn1ission vvere unable to re
commend tl1e G<)~rernn1ent ito incur the 
larg·e ex1Je11so i:1cide:1tal to the adop
tion of Sanitarium treatment on any

considerable scale at the present time. 
The matter has, l1ovv-ever, been urg

ed by son1e of tl1e ri~edical corres
pondents of the Co1nmission whose 
views con1mand conside1 ation. It has 
been suggested that small and inex
pensive Sa11itaria for individual Dis
tricts, ccndt1cted under the local doc
tcr's eye, sh.ould to rtri~d at least ex
perimentally. 

Tl1e two g·reat difficulties, as poi11t
ed out, are i:'.. the first place how to 
find early cases, still in the curable 
state, .a n d 11 o vv to prevail 
upon them to a.bandon their homes 
and fa111ilies and stay in an institution 
long enough to be cured; and in the 
second place how to provide for the 
rest of tl1e fa1nily during the period of 
trea.tment. Tl1ere can be no doubt 

It is estimated b3r authorities in tl1 'J that if all advanced cases of Consumr· 
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tio11 could be remov"'ed fro1n tl1eir 
houses and properly looked af,ter in 
£pecial institutions, a great step ·vvould 
l1ave been take11 to1vards terminating 
tl1e ravages of the disease. Sanitaria 
11ave an indirect value in educating 
:the patient while u11det treatn1ent. 

The con1pulsory \Vithdra wal and seg
regatio11 within institutions, of ad
vanced and incurable cases,is a. crying 
need in definite localities, especially 
i11 St. John's .. " 

These are the very things that are 
proposed by these Resolut:ions-local 
sanitaria, sanitarium for each district, 
keeping i11 viev1 the fact that every one 
of these will also be a dispensary 
wl1ere competent local officials -vvill 
dispense inedicines and give advice. 
But the Commissioners did not stop 
there. In addition to these recom
mendations, they made two very im
portant suggestions in relation to pub
lic fumigrution and the treatment of ad
vanced cases of Tuberculosis at Sig
nal Hill. S~venty such cases were 
treated at the hospital on Signal Hill 
last 3rear, and I have before me the re
pcrt of Doctor Cami) bell in relation 

to the :treatment of these cases, which 

is as follows:-

DR. CAMPBELL'S REPORT. 

"Tl1ere were 105 patie·nts admitted 

to St. George's Hospital at Sign.al Hill 

fer tho year ending Dec. 31st, 1911. 

Of this number rt.here were 10 deaths, 

45 ,~vere discharged cured, 21 still re

main in 11ospital and the remaining 29 

left the institution 'Variably improved. 

. 
"'rl1e foll0Vi1ing table g"ives tl1e ·dis-

ease fer -vvhicl1 :they were admitted 

a11d nl!mber in each group:-

Tuberculosis (incl11ding pul· 

n1onary, bone and peritoneal 

T. B.) ......... · ~ · ........ 68 
Smallpox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
'"fyphoid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Erysipelas ..... . 
Diphtheria .... . 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

8 
7 

Measles . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 1 
Typhus (observation for) . . . . 1 

105 

"The f,ollo\ving· table g·ives number 
of deaths from each disease above 
named:-

Tuberculosis ..... . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Smallpox . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • •• 
Typhoid . . . . • • • • 

Erysipelas ... • • • • • • • • • • • 

Measles . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 
Diphtheria . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Typhus . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 

• 

0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

"It will be observed tl1a,t the only 
deaths a.t St.George's Hospital for tl1e 
year v.rere from Tuberculosis, the re
maining 37 patients being discharged 
cured in each case. During the past 
year the Government made certain al
teratio11s and repairs rto St. George's 
Hospital whereby a portion of the 
bt.~ilding \Vas thcroughly isolated to 
accommodate smallpox patients and 
the remainder ancl larger part ¥ras fit
ted t:p for patients suffering fro1n Tub
crc11losis. 1\n epidemic of sn1allpo:x: 
trol\:e ctit on tho S.S. Newfoundland 
and they \Vere treated i11 tho part of 
the building set apart for thern. In 
no case was there any cross infection. 

The appeara1..:.ce of oti1er contagious 
diseases in tl1e list is accountecl for by 
the Typhus fe·t,rer outbr€al\:. The Ty
pl1t1s cases being· treated in the Fever 
1Iospi1tal on J.1-iorest Road, all other in
f2ctio11s diseases "'Tere treated at St . 
George's Hospital, Typlit1s being such 
a virulent di;:;ease t11at 110 other pati
e11ts could be allovved in tl1e buildi11g. 
These infectious cases were admi1tted 
however, before tl1e building was ar
rang·ed for the reception of Tt1bercu· 

JI 
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losis patients. 

"In view of this being· tl1e first at
te111pt at the itreatn1ent of ,..fubercul
osis in Hospital in t11is country, a 
more detailed statement of the results 
at Signal Hill will be of interest. On 
the ,,.1hole the results have been satis
factory. We observed 11ere as is the 
case in all sucl1 institutions that the 
young· patien1t v1ho is 11ot too far ad
vanced with pulmonary tuberculosis 
shows a rapid and marked improve
ment. 'fhis is manifested in the temp
erature rapidly reaching normal, in
creased vveigh t, lessen.ing of cough 
and expectoration and increased ap
lJetite. On the either 11and patients 
who are near or have reached middle 
life while tl1ey in1proved temporarily 
they soon sho-vl that the lung invasion 
continues and tl1ey rl~n the usual tub
erculosis ccL.rse. In all 01-lr deaths r'che 
patie11ts ,-12:t0 nenr or past inicldle life. 
During tl1e sun1:L11er montl1s the im
provement was more manifest than in 
\Vinter. l:/fany patients slept in rtents 
near the haspital all summer and the 
results were good, b~t owing to the 
exposed situation of tl1e hospital they 
were obliged to spend most of their 
time indoors in \Vinter which markedly 
reta~rds tl1eir progress. In no cases 
did v:.Te £ind a:;_1y difficulty to get the 
p~tients to sleep v•vrith windows open 
and they faithfully malre use of the 
sputurn cuu. 

-"' 

"vVhile the results from a curative 
t :l • + , s .,anapo1nt, i:a 1,.,-e bee11 

best service clone by 
satisfactory the 
the I11stitutio11 

dt1::.~i:!1g the pa .. st 3rear cannot be esti
DB~ted. Many cases came to us from 
cro\.Tv~dcd 11cn1c:::; ·vrhsro the inmates 
\"'f Cl 1-~ ' cc•1-:stantly exposed to infection; 
by· remo·viDg Sl~cl1 a case rto the hos
pital tl1ose :remaining· at 11ome may 
liave been saved, vvhic-11 iinpresses up
on us tl1e necessity of segregatir1g ad
vanced ca:::es where precaution.s are 
not strictl v follo\ved. Another f caturo 
that is un<iesirablo is the 11abit of pati-

e11ts vvishing to go ho1ne or to work 
wl1onever they begin to find then1-

~ . . se1-v-eJ impro-11ng. In nearly every 
case where sucl1 a course was follow
ed, they returned to us much vvorse 
than whe11 they first e111tored. The 
n1ost remarkable result obtained \Vas 
in the case of a man whose weights 
are i1ot given in rthe table, as we had 
i10 means of weighing when he enter
ed. He remained in Hospital nearly 
a year and gained 43 lbs. when he 
returned to work and has lost very 
little in weight since. 

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 
St. John's, Feb. 19th, 1912. 

1\1y Right Honourable friend 
thougl1t 11e had made· a strong point 
when 11e quoted Sir William Mac
Gr.eg·or as against s.anitaria. I do not 
tl1inl{, how·ever he was· quite, fair in 
the manne.r in which he put f-0rward 
the quotation. Our late ·Governor is a 
very 11igh authority 011 n1ost matters 
-not a.lone on Tuberculosis and me-
·dicine, but on Constitutional law; 
i1ot, I adn1it, , in tl1e opinion of my 
Rif;ht Honourable friend but I can 

' 
say witl1 certitude 
the courts and all 
ties of tl1e Motl1e::-

in the opinion of 
the legal authori-

• 
Country. 

Now, \vl1at does 11e say in relation 
to sanitaria, to quote 11in1 specifically 
and correctly? On Februa.ry 28th,1908 
a p11blic meeting \Vas 11eld' in the 
British Hall. I vvas present at the 
n1e1eting·, whicl1 \Vas a very large and 
influential one. Tl1e Governor spoke, 
I-Ion. Mr. Harvey spoke, tl1e then 
Mayor of St. John's, Hon. M. P. 
Gibbs spoke, and very many other in
fluential !gentlemen were present. 
Amongst the recommendations ma·de 
by Sir William MacGregor, in the 
speech l1e delivered on that occasion ' 
and wl1icl1 ha.s since be.en published 
in pa1npl1let forn1 by the A.P.C., was 
tl1at of sa11itaria. I sl1 a11 i1ot quote 
exl1austively from the excellent 
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speecl1 of our late Governor on tl1at 
occasion because I tl1ink a copy of 

' 
tl1e leaflet is in tl1e 11a11ds of every 
honoura.ble member, but I shall con
tent myself with pointing out that in 
11is sug·gested p:-ogramme for a pub
lic healtl1 ·campaig·n, which will be 
found on pa.g·e 10 of, tl1e leaflet, he 
puts as number 8, "To facilitate and 
" encourage the erection of sanitari-- . 
" urns for consumptiv.e patients." 

Tl1e Governor outlined tl1is pro-
gramme because up to that time my 
Rig·ht Honourable. friend, wl10 wa.s 
then in office,had not done· .anything; 
I mean his Government had not done 
anything. Private enterprise, in the 
person of Hon. John Ha.rvey and his 
associates ha.d ta.ken up this task, ' . 
reo.Jizing the frightful death rate 
from consumption amongst our peo
ple, and tl1e necessity for sometl1ing 
to be done to cope witl1 it. At this 
meeting tl1.e A.P.C., vvas formed, and 
bega.n its admirab1e work, . as a pri
vate institution, to cope vvith wl1at 
sl1ould be a l)Ublic duty. Somewl1at 
more tl1an a yeat later, in June 1909, 
another public meeting was 11eld in 
the same hall, at wl1ich were pres
ent, in a.ddition to Sir vVilliam 
J\f '.i:cGregor, I-Iis Lor·rlsl1ip· Bishop 
Jones, Doctor Curtis, tl1e Mayor 
of the City and a number of others. 
At this meeting·, which vvas a meet
ing of the A.P.C., Sir William Mac
Gregor made a.notl1er speech, wl1ich 
has also been issued as a leafl·3t by 
tl1e i\..P.C., in tl1e course of which he 
usecl, among others, these wor·ds
"In tl1e fi.~~st place I warn you aga'inst 
tl1e idea of sani tar ia; tl1ey are be
yond your n1ea,ns . . . . . . . . . . A 
sing· le s :i1nitari um woulcl cost more 
tl1an all tl1e funds at the disposaJ of 
t11e Asso.ciation could meet ....... . 
I warn yot1 against sanitariums until 
y~ot1 find a pl1ilantl1ropist prep a.red to 

build a11d endow tl1em." 

My Right Honourable friend, in thf~ 
amendment wl1ich 11e offered to tl1ece 
Resolutions, included a parag·raph in 
'\Vl1ich 11e· made reference to Sir 'A~il

liam MacGregor, and in wl1ich 110 

quoted tl1at gentleman as saying
_"! warn you against the idea of sani
t'.l.riums." I desire to point out to 
tl1is Com111ittee and to the country at 
la.rge that I d10 not think it is fai:: or 
honourable on the part of n1y I~igl"t 

Honourable friend to .suppress part or 
Sir William MacGregor's actual 
words on that occasion, and to r·epre· 
sent him to the world at large as 
making a bold statement of warning 
against sanitari urns, when what Sir 
William Ma.cGregor sa.id and meant 
was, not that 11e warned the c·ountry 
against sanita.riun1s becau,se he did 

not believe in tl1em-for we know 
that a yea.r· previously 11e had speci
fJ.cally included sanitariums in his 
programme for c·oping vvith this dis
ease-but 11e warned the Ass.ociation 

• 
ag·ainst tl1e idea of sa.nitariums be-
cause tl1ey were beyond its means, 
and a.5 l1e said l1imself-"A single 
s~ .nitarium would cost more tl1an all 
tl1e funds at tl1e dispc.lsal of tl1e As

sociation could meet.'' l'v:Ior.eover, in 
this ve.ry speech, Sir William Mac
Gregor again testified to 11is faith in 
sanita.riums becat1se he :said "I warn 

' "you aigainst tl1em until you fjnd a. 
"philanthropist rea.dy to build and 
"endo\v tl1em." We have to-day found 
the pl1ilantl1ropists ready to build 
tl1e sanitariums and tl1e Government 

' is now proposing that tl1e Leg·islature 
sl1ould assun1e tl1e duty of providing 
for tl1e cost of their maintenance. 

But the point I am €specially con
cerned at the present moment in 
n1al{i11g· is this-tl1at n1y Rigl1t Hon
ot1rable friend 11as tal{en certain 
wo ~'ds of Sir Willian1 MacGregor's 
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and c1 uoted then1 as representing 
that g·entleman's views,wl1ereas they 
do not represe11t 11is views at all, 
but do a grave injustice to 11im. rhey 
have been separated fron1 the con
text, and as tl1e)'r now stand, consti-

. tute a libel on Sir \Villi11n MacGreg
or and are calculated to reflect upon 
11is pro~essional reputation in a man
ner wl1ich my Right Honourable 
friend ought not be guilty of. I point
ed out to him yesterday that in com:-

, 

mo_n fa.irnes:s he ought to include the 
whole of the words of Sir · William 
MacGregor wl1icl1 explain 11is mean
ing, and I understood1 him to agree 
tl1at he wo11ld -consent to tl1e inclt1-
sion of tl1e rest of tl1e wo·:--ds so as to 

· malre Sir vVilliam JVIacGregor's mean
ing perfectly cle'.l.r. 

It would lJe diffic_ult to fin 1 .any
one stronger in 11is a·dvocacy of ac
tive n1easure8 to cope wit

1
l1 this dis .. 

ease tha.n Sir \~Tillia.n1 l\!TacGregor, al
though my Rig·ht Honourable friend 
deprecates wl1at he calls "alarmist 
' 1ie'\\rs'' on the subject. Sir \Villiam 
MacGregor declared tl1at 45.000 peo
ple in this cot1r1try mu·st die before 
their time fron1 tuberculosis, and 
tl1at statement has never been gain
saic1. Sir vVilliam Ma.cGre2·or then 

'--' . 

goes on to empl1asize the fact tl1at 
\Ve attach mor.e im;o: tance to a 
single case of murrler tl1an we do to 
the annual s 2,crifice of 800 lives by 

pre1rentable an 1 ct1rable tuberculos .. 
• 
JS. 

After having dealt witl1 t11ese vari 4 

011s aspects of tl1e matte~~, n1y Right 
I-Ionourable friend \vent 011 to raise 
the c1uestion of cost. But wl1at 11s s 
tl1e Cft1estion of cost to do \Vitl1 a mat
ter of sucl1 moment as t11is? Do we 
Il8t C\~ery :yrear vote n1oney for light
l1ouses and fog alar1n8 in or de.:- to 
l)rotect tl1e people fro1n tb e danger 
of deatl1 by the l1azards of tl1e se '-'l. , 

and do we ever raise tl1e question 
of these facilities paying? If I know 
the people of tl1is country, they will 
go as far as the people of any other 
country to save a.nd succour their 

· fell ow countrymen, and one of the 
: wa),..s by which this can be done is 

by tl1e ·providing · of sanitariums. Hon. 
Mr. Harvey, who was tl1e gentleman 
most identified witl1 tl1e A.P.C., 

· movement, declared at the meeting 
·in the B-ritish Hall in Februar)' 1908 
.. that-

'' I am a great believer in the effi-
'' ciency of sanitaria. Sucl1 ~sta.b .. 
" lishments wot1ld· ha v' e to be con-
*' ducted at the public expense. They 
" need not cost a great deal to erect. 
"There are no·w in op·e:~~ation 

"\Vl1er~, inany sanita.ria, . constructed 
" practically of canvas. If the cost 
''of the upkeep 'vas very Ia.rge, tl1e 
"institution mtght be closed du·r'ing 
" the winter montl1s." . 

Tl1ose of us wl10 read tl1e papers 
vvill not 11a ve failed to notice the 
clipping from the Ca.nad~an papers 
published a few days ago, 1;v-l1erein 

Hon. Adam Beclr,one of the member3 
of the Ontario c.abinet, and E. B. Os
ler, the Ch.airman of tl1e Commission 
on Public IIealtl1 of tl1e National 
Conser·vation Commission of Canada, 
and Dr. Hodges, the Cl1ief officer of 
tl1at Commission, discuss tl1e st1bject 
of tuber·culosis. In it we fin·d the 
statement, accordin.g to tl1e Toronto 
Globe, tl1at Mr. Beck counselled 
against tl1e proposal to co11fine oper
a.tions to one large sanitari_a, and ad
vised in favot1r of assisting jn the 

. . . 
creation of 11alf a dozen well s ~tuate·d 

local institutions, witl1 co-oper(.'\,tive 
local orga11izations th·roughout . the 
Provinces,to ·deal v1itl1 the patients in 
tl1e early stages i11 tl1·eir l1omes, and 
it is probable tl1at such a cot1rEe will 
be followed. 

' •" . 
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Then I find in another local paper 
an article st::iting t __ at M·r. Lloyd 
George, Cha.nc·ellor of th.e British Ex
chequer, in speaking on his gr.eat 
National Insur .nee Bill, emphasizes 
that one of tl1e features of that m:i.g
nificent enterp·rise is that provision 
is made for the ma.inten.an·ce of sani
taria. British medical men are all 
of opinion tl1at sanitaria are the 
Qest means of fighting consumption, 
provided that the fun·ds a va.ilable are 
sufficient to p .. ~operly operate them. 

Then my Right Honourable friend 
goes on to say that, while in these 
Resolutions provision is made for 
sanita·ria, I speak of intending to 
hand over to experts to do wha.t is 
necessary, the whole ca.mpaign 
against .tuberculosis. There again 
he is nGt fair in his comments on 
what I said. I do not m·ean tha.t he 
intentionally misinterpreted my 

statement, but what I intended to 
convey to this Committee was that 
the policy of the Government is to 
hand the matter over to competent 
men to deal with, and g'ive th·em free 
a.nd unfettered control, within reas .. 
on.able l~mits, with one object in view 
-n.amely, the saving of the people. 
We intend to put the responsibility 
on their shoulders; i11 other ,vo1 ds to 
have this undertal{ing directed oy 
the·m. What do we do when a fa
ther, mother, sister, ·brother or any 
member of the fa.mily is ill? We call 

tin the best medical a.dvice obtain
. able.. We summ.on the best physi
cian or the best surgeon that ou·r 
mea.ns can afford. Do we allow the 
question of cost to stand between 
our ailing ones and death? Do we not 

'provide the best nurses 0 
.. nd the best 

nourishment available? That is just 
what we are doing in relation to the 
sanitaria. \Ve intend to get the 

most competent men procura.ble~ and 

provide them with powers to admin· 
ister this public trust for the best in
terests of the people. It is not a 

• 

subject that ·can be dea.lt with by lay
men or by committees. \Ve prorose to 
secure some competent autl1ority who 
will shoulder the responsibility to 
the public and there is· nothing what 
ever inconsistent wit11 that in these 
Resolutions. However, it makes no 
di:.'f.erence whom we appoint, or what 
principles we adopt in grappling witb 
tl1is problem-sanitaria must be a 
link in the chain. You cannot fight 
tuberculosis with.out the aid of sani· 

\ 

ta·ria. There are many othe·r things 
tha.t have to be done as well, but 
sanitaria must be· one of the principal 
factors. Ed u·cation, fumigation, no· 
tification and other agencies must 
be called into service but sanitaria 

' must stand s'ide by side with these. 
The1·e must be dispensaries or offices 
where people can go a.nd ascertain 
their condition a.nd have treatment 
arr:ingeci for. If one of us to-day 
I1ad the symptoms of consumption,we 
mig·ht not like .to go to hospital, but 
it would be comforting to know that 
there was a dispensary on Water 
Street or Long Pond Road t~~ which 
one could go a.nd obtain a·dvice a.nd 
treatment fr ·om those in cl1arge. I 
say that every one of these sanitari&. 
will be a dispensary, availa.ble to the 
people of all the d'istricts, wl1ere 
they can obtain advice and treat-
ment if necessa·ry . 

In Edinburgh and other large ci .. 
ties they have t1..ken up this ques
tion. Tl1ough they may differ as to 
trea.tment all are at one on the sub
ject of sanitaria, hospital dispensar
ies a.nd camps or sl1acks of canvas 
or some sucl1 material. 

Now, sir, there is -nothing whatev
er conflicting in these R·esolutions. If 
one reads tl1en1, tl1e3r will be seen to 



HOUSE . OF .t1.SSEl\1IBL Y PROCEEDINGS. . . 131 

be perfectly open and clear. One sec
tion says:-" It shall be lawful for 
" the Governor-in-Council, out of any 
" inoney the Legislature ma.y vote, 
" etc." If the Legisla.ture does not 
vote any money then nothing will 

' be done. The sanitaria cannot be 
built,. equipped or n1a.intained unless 
the Legislature votes tl1e mo11ey. l 
can assu're my Rigl1t Honourable 
friend that there will be no conflict 
whatever as to this matter, and that 
we have made no mista.ke. To-mor ... 
row if we procured a medical expert 
from any of. the most advanced in
stitutions in the world and' he came 

' here and s·a w wl1:it we we:'e propos-
ing to do, 11e would.· say that we had 
done quite right, that we were pro~ 

viding places where · the mildest 
forms of the disease could be sent, 
and where tl1e most advanced cases 
would be treated and looked after, 

' 
and tl1at everything was as it should 
be 

I I1a ve 11ere a copy of M·r. Lloyd
George's National Insurance Bill, a 
great measure in its way, containing 
more than a hundred sections and 
tl1ree or four hundred subsections, 
many of which deal with the question 
. of sani taria. N otl1ing else as re-
g·ards tuberculosis is .mentioned 
the . Bill except provision for 
maintenance of sa.nitaria all 
England. 

• ID 
the 

over 

is · .anyone 11e.te sufficiently interest .. 
·ed in the study of the matter, I shall 
be very gla.d to let 11im see it. At 

/ 

this Congress tl1e whole world was 
represented, and the question was 
very fully ·discussed. What struck 
me most, on an examination of the 
volume, was the very complete man
ne.r in which sanitaria are ·dealt with. 
Here I find a selection on sea side 
sanitar·ia in Denmark, and .on page 
137, the report of British Columbia 
j11 relation to the vote th.ere for sani· 
ta ria. I had a letter from a Doctor 
out there the other day in relation 
to a sanitarium which they have er
. ected at their own expense. Then I 
find a record of Ontario 11a ving pas-

, 
sed a law wl1er·eby it contributes 
$4,000, or one fiftl1 of1 the cost of 
sa.nitaria erectedJ by the Muni-cipali
ty. Quebec has ·done something on 
similar lines, New Brunswick is also 
legislating on this matte·r; Nova S·co
ti'.l., our next door neighbour has a 
sanitarit1m with twenty-five beds. 
Prtnce Edward Island and ours·~1ves 

.appear to be the only ones lagging 

.behind. In Ottawa they have Just 
spent $50,000 for a special san~tarium 
There ar·e countless anti.;tubereulos .. 
is associations sl1own to exist all 
over Canada. Their names are here 
in tl1is volume, as \Yell !ls a Bu1111na1 ) . · 

of the work they are d1oing and the 
sanitaria they are erecting. 

by Doctor I suppose there is nd greater au-

Brehm recently an interesting vol· tl1ority on this matter tl1a.n Dr. AT-
I had forwa1'1ded me 

ume containing an account of the .. thur N ewsholme, Chief Medical 3 u-
meeting of the Sixtl1 International thority of the Local Government 
Congress on Tube-rculosis. held at Board of England. After a ~ost 
Washington on September 28 t 11 to complete and careful discussion 11e 

October 5th, 1908. It conta.ins a sec- states
tion on State and lVIunicipaI control 
of tuberculosis. I have not 11ad time 
to go tl1rougl1 tl1e whole of the 
volume, wl1ich I1onourable members 
will see is a bulky one, but if tl1ere 

''In fact, .however, no i11fluehce ex· 
cept that of institutional ·segregat ;on 
hn s appeared in actual experience . in 

.. _.. .. 

a constant relation to the amc),t1'1t ·of 
~r. ~·\!~~ .~! ~ 

Tub·erculosis, and 1.t must therefore 
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be accepted as having the pred~mi11-
ant influenc·e." ("The Prevention of 

:Tuberculosis. p 293). 

In · his w.ritings Dr. Newsholme re-
_fer·s to this again c::tnd again and 

• 

lays the greatest possible 3tress up .. 
on the practical value . of sucl1 segre
gation. 

He also proves conclusively tl1at 
general measures of hygiene, suc_h a~ 
prevention of overcrowding, in1prc)~"£

ments of conditions of housing and 
sanitation, and improving the fon·l 

' ' 

supply, etc., imp·ortant as thBy u11 .. 

·doubtedly are, yet aire of sma~• rPl::.· 
tive value when compared with the 
overwhelming importance of 
gation. 

segre· 

This. is. very clearly a11d conclu
sively b·rought out in part ~ of his 
work, re "The Prevention of Tube1~

culosis.'' 

·That is the opinion of the gc·ertte3t 
Jiving authority on the m'ltt •r. 1 
have also had sent me copy

1 
o~ a lee· 

ture delive.red before the Internation .. 
al, Congress by R. \V. · Phil Ii ;l3. an· 
other eminent autl1ority on tl1e f{Ub· 

ject, and he also is strongly in fav· 
·or of sanitari!t. combined with hos .. 
pitals and dispensaries. In tllie 
''Encyclopaedia Britannica" I 
the subject b·rougbt right up to 

find 
·late. 

In an interesting article by a.n emin
ent English M.D., I find1 the · l:ollow
ing-

" 
'' An effort has been made by the 

" International Association for the 
''Establishment and· l\1ajntenance· of -
'' sanit'1..ria for workers suffering from 
. . 

" Tuberculosis to establish. su·ch san-
"itaria, together with tr 0 ining for 
«suitable work during convalescence, 
''the gradual res11mrtion of wage 
''earning being res11med while in 
''·touch witl1 the medic'.l.1 authori .. 
'-'' ties~" 

.. : -' ~"\, In ._ . other wor-ds· tl1ese sanitaria. en-

able the breadwinner to be treated, 
and at the same time to be able to 
_give some returns so that his ab-
sence from home may not se . iously 
interfere, with the well-being .of his 
family. I have had a rather interest .. 
ing paper prepared for me by -Doctor 
Rendell ·on thio wl1ole question of 
san1taria, and I sl1all only t1ouble 
the Committee with two extracts 
'Wl1icl1 are as follows:-

"State Sanitaria. State sanitaria 
"for partly indigent cases have been 
"amply justified by results. C.a,re 
''must be exe.rcised in selecting the 
" site and in the construction of the 
"buildings-the site must be suit
''able, and the construction such as 
" will afford · suitable accomodations 
" for the greatest number at the 
"least cost. A number of such build-
" dngs sc1.ttered througl1out tl1e Is
" land will undoubtedly yield more 
"satisfactory results than one large 
"~ builc~in.g. ·Elaborate· arcl1itlectural 

" designs a re to be deprecated; tl1e es

" sentia.l requirement for incipient 
" cases 'is instructton, wl1icl1 c2n be 
"elaborated in camp quite satis:ac
" torily, or in modest substantial 
" structures, and ·dispensaries and 
" worl{ing farm colonies. It is pos .. 
" sible with incre ~ sing ·experience 
" and more defi11ite ·knowledge as to 
" the true scope of State Sanitaria 
" that it may be determined to de .. 
' 'vote these institutions exclusively 
" to moderately advanced pati ~nts." 

Influence of Sanitaria u,pon Neigh-
• 

bouring Communities and .Surround-
ing Property-"The evidence thus 
" far presented shows overwhelming .. 
" ly that sucl1 institutions are every
" where responsible for a material re· 
"duction 'in the tuberc.ulosis mortali
" ty amongst the neighbouring in
" habitants owing to their p·ronounc .. 
"ed educational influence in hygien· 

.. 

• 
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"ic living and1 force of example in 
" p;re,caut_ioD;a1ry measu:res. Tubercul
" osis amongst tl1e physicians,nurses 

• '" and attendants is rare. Even in op-
" en health resorts, e.g. Mentone and 
"Nice the observation of experienc
,. ed clinicians reveals an entire lack 
" of statistical ·data showing an in· 
" crease in practical danger of inf ec
. " tion from influx of consumptives. 
" _No valid objection can be presented 
" to the erection of hospitals for tu
"berculosis patients on the score of. 
" fancied dang·e.rs to the, rcommuni
" ~y." 

Another very high authority, Dr. 
I-Iermann M. Big·gs, Chief Me·dical 
Officer of the Department of Health 
'in the city of New York, in dealing 
with this question of sanitaria, says: 
" The sanitary authorities should pro· 
"vide or have availa.ble proper sani
" taria in favourably situated coun
., try ·distr'icts for the care of early 
"and incipient cas.-;s. No further com-
" ments seem necessR..ry on this 
"phase of the subject. It is ·evi· 
"dent that a.s tl1e authorities have 
" to deal with both the p.revention 
" and cure of tub,erculosis, such in ... 
" stitutions are imperatively demand .. 
"ed. As 11as often been pointed 
'' out, every e::irly case removed to a 
" ·sanjtarium not only !r·emoves the 
"individual vvho may be for a long 
" period a SOU:rce of da.nger to oth
" ers, but also affords the best chance 
"for Tecovery. Such patients when 
" cured and discharged from the san .. 
"itarium are educational factors of 

' . 
'' no small moment in the communi-

- , 

·' ty." 
"Free Dispensaries-In these free 

' ' 

" dispensaries medical treatment for 
> ' ' 

"ambula.tory cases sl1ould be provid-
: ; ,. • 4 • 

" ed. Tl1ese ca.ses should b,e con-, 
" .~ta_ntly under the supervision of 
''the. district physicians and nurses · 

-
" a.ttached to tl1e ·dispenS.a,ry. Where 

.. ; ' . 

" necessary, not only medicines but
" food sl1ould be furnished free by 
,, the dispensa1 y to the consumptive 
'' poor. Tl1e dispensaries should al· 
'' so act as clea:ing houses for ~on

,, sumptives, and sl1ould s·erve · as 
''places to which all institutional 
'' cases on their discharge from in· 
'' stitutions and all poor cases re-
" ceiving the care or assist 1nce 0f . 

"charitable organizations shout1 · be 
" ref erred for medical care.' From 
" this dispensary suitable , cases 
" should be refe; red to either a sa.ni .. 
"tarium or a hospital as seems ne· 
" cessary." 

I 11a ve also here the report of Doc· 
tor C. J. Fagan, Sec .'etary to the Pro .. . 
vincial B<~ ' rd of HC\altl1, British Co· 
lumbia, and 11e1 e is what he says-

" Sanitaria. Tl1e onen-air treatment 
~ 

" of consumptives and those .who ale 
"threatened with tt1berculosis dis· 
" ease has given much better · resu~_ts 
"tha.n any other. The earlier the 
" treatment is begun the more like· 
" ly is there to be. a favorable result. 
" Open-air treatment, excellent 
" though it be, is not enou~h, tl1e 
" exercise and the food are nece.;s~.ry 
" adjuncts and eac·h niuRt t1e t1ncler 
" expert supervision. The,refo .. "e sa.n
" itarium t ;~eatment is almost a ne
" cesqity. S '.J nitaria. li1{e or1i i1c-:,·t·y 

"11ospitals, althot1gh they m~y h~ en· 
"dowed by the Government. must 
"principa1ly lool{ to the public for 
"support. I am convinced WR have 
"in British Columbia a clima""e as 
" favourable to the st1ccessf~1l 1 r e'1t
" ment of cons11m~tion as aD:Y in ~lie 

"world, stiJI we a-re without a sani- , 
'' tarium. t hope this will soon be 
" remedie,d. '' 

In addition to these. I have also ha<;l : · 
an in_teresting paper prepared by Doc
tor Wakefield. at pre~ent in the city; 
wor){ing with the A.P.C., and giving 
his services gratuitously , for a year~ 
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fierc is ,,~hat lie says:-
HFor example tl1e cl1ronic febrile 

"~ase 'vill probably be cured in a sani
"ita1ium. Febrile cases, early and ad- · 
"vancetl, require nursing and treat
"111enf in l10spital fashion before sani
"tarium treatment is advisable. Some 
.,chronic cases are best treated as out
"patients, arter a preliminary course 
"Jf instruction in a sanitaril1m. Many 
"worl\ers are able to go on v1orking, 
"and will recover if only they wiil re
" gulate their lives according to sani
"tariu1n teaching. Very many cases 
"of slig·ht infection are cured a:t home 
"''J1itl1out the person ever knowing he 
"l1as had consumption. 

"In the past the erection and main
~'tenance of sanitarium have cost far 
"too much. This objecrtion no longer 
"l1olds, as apart from the cost of land, 
"a sanitarium of a permanent charac
"ter can be erected and equipped for 
"a little over £ 100 a bed. The cost of 
"maintenance and administration 
"should amoun;t to rather less than 
"t,venty-five shillings (25/-) a week 
"per patient.' (Sir Clifford Allbut and 
otl1ers, loq. cit.) 

"Beautiful and elaborate institutions, 
"costing hundreds of thousands of dol
"lars have beon designed and built, 
"but careful investigation shows that 
qas geed res11lts in returning the pati
"ents to ,health can be sl1own by small 
"institutions built alo11g cl1eap, simole 
"and ' econcn1ical lines." (Dr. T. S. 
Carringto11, A.ssitant Sec. to the U. S. 
Association for the Prevention of Tub
erculosis, HJournal of Ot1tdoor Life," 
September 1901.) 

"Such shacks 11av ... e already been built 
"by the Com111issian of Public Healtl1 
".at St. Antl1ony (costing $500 for 4 
"_becls) and by the Daugl1ters of the 
"Empire near St. Jol1n's. Both cf 
"these 11ave done excelle11t worl{. 
:- · "The ·best" t:r·pe of shacl{ which I 
''have seen is the 'Pagoda Sl1elter' 
·"·'(designed by J. M. Dladen) as used 
"'at tl1e vVestmorland Sanitarium, and 

"recommended by the Britisl1 Associ~ 
"ation for the Prevention of Con
"sumption. These are erected at a 
"cost of £ 50 each, in Britain, and each 
"accommodates 2 pa;tients. With some 
''modifications this could probably be 
''erected at an even smaller cost." 

Tl1ere is one other point my Rt. 
Hon. friend endeavored to mal{e son1e . 
capital of, and that is tl1e unrelia1Jility 
of the Out port Vital Statistics. I . 
thinl{ everyone \.Vill admit that the 
n1anner in 'vhich tl1e vital statistics 

' 

are made up leaves something to be 
desired. The sources from which the 
information is drawn are not always 
mo£it reliable. The only people from 
'vhom these figures come are the 
clergymen and the doctors. The doc
tors' statistics are, I presume, al\.vays 
reliable, and in most instances I am 
satisfied that tl1ose of ithe clergymen 
are hardly less so. In many cases the 
clergyman is praGtically a doctor him
self. Many will remember the late 
Canon Colley v1l10 for p1any years 
practised up and do,vn the shores of 
Conception Bay, with his l1ome at 
Topsail, and cured rthousands of peo
ple of ordinary si1nple complaints, and 
could diagnose a case of consumption 
as well as any medical man, and pre
scribe treatment. The same is true of 
Canon Smitl1 of Portugal Cove. The 
people of that settlement and vicinity 
never tl1ink of ~ending for a doctor 
\vhen they are ill1 except \.vl1en suffer
ing from a very serious or critical com
plaint# 

In any case "re have only to com
ptlre the population of tl1is country 
\vith otl1er lands, and )Ve can reason· 
ably calculate, fron1 'vl1at strutistics we 
11a ve, as to 110\v we stand regarding 
this disease. If \Ve 11ave correct sta
tistics for half of the population, we 
can reasonably conclude as to the re
mainder.Wl1en we have a cartai11 num .. 
ber of reliable reports, we can fairly 
\vell make up our minds and ·dra'v our 
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conclusions as to the rest of the coun
try. 

I 11ope the conditionf3 are not quite 
as bad as they are stated to be, burt I 
am afraid that, when we come to in
,~estig·ate, '~tTe sl1all find them worse, 
and that we will get very lititle con
solation from accurate returns t11at 
will be obtained. , 

AnyonB "\Vho l1as read the Report of 
the Public Health ' Commission for 
1911, rtablec1 yesterday, "\vill realize at 
once the seriousness of the situation. 
Dr. White,of Trinity, sta.tes that,-In 
his District Tuberculosis is a cause of 
death in 8.0 per 1,000 · 1i-v~ing. The rate 
for Newfoundland according rto the of
ficial statistics is only 2.8. The rate 
in England and Vvales is 1.52, (1909). 
Therefore Tuberculosis in this District 
is almost three times as bad as the 
rate given officially. 

This means that in his District Tub
erculosis causes the deaths of eight. in 
every one ·thousand of the population, 
whereas tl1e rate for the whole of New
foundland, accordi11g to the Vital Sta
tistics, is only 2.8 in 1,000, so that Dr. 
vVhite mal\:es it nearly four times as 
much as the Vital Statisrtics shoy"v. If 
this be the case, it discloses a very 
serious state of affairs. I read that in 
England the death rate fro1n rtubercu
losis is only 1.52 in 1,000. Therefore, 
tuberct1lo~is i11 Dr. White's district is 
nearly five times more destructive in 
its rava,ges. Now if Dr.White's figure.s 
be correct, and there is no reason rto 
suppose otherwise, it brings us face 
to face with a grave problem. 

Dr. Plewes furnishes statistics much 
the same as Dr. \Vhite, and I fear that 
we should derive but . little comfo'rt 
f,rom a perusal of the more acicurate 
statistics whic.h my Rt. Hon. frien·d 
thinks We ought to endeavor to obts..in. 

SIR ROBERT BOND.-Yesterday ' it 
was my pleasure to .congratulate the 
leader of the Government upon the 
dispassiona.te and entirely unobjec· 

tionable manner in which he ha·d 
moved the a,doption of tl1e·se Resolu· 
tion~, and I am only sorry that I can .. 

• 

not extend a similar compliment this 
afternoon. The le J.,der of the Gov 
ernment ha.s displayed oversensitive
ness, and not a little unnecessary 
heat, in an attempt to ·discred!t some 
of mJ: observations. He rose appar• 
ently "to curse his opponent but be• 
hold he 11 ~ s blessed him," for he has 
provided the material for his own un 
doin,g and to substantiate that which 
he has characterized as mislead<ing. 
l<""'irst, then, tl1e leader of the Govern
ment has declared that I was incor .. 
rect in stating tl1at the late Gove·rn .. 
ment were the first to move in the 
matter of dealing with tuberculosis 
in tl1is country, 11e is particularly of
fended bec.ause I said that that move 
ment wa.s "without flurry, and gave 
no occasion for alarm." ·and h~ was 
deeply hurt because he thou~ht my 

allusions to wl1at tl1e late ·Govern
ment had done would detract from 
the commendation due to the Hon. 
John Harvey and his a.ssociates in 
1the A. P. C. He says that I alleged 
that 4,000 of Dr. Tait's pamphlets 

·were ·distributed to clergymen .and 
teachers whereas only 600 were so 

' distributed, and th1t no person in the 
country knew anytl1ing about it un 
t11 · I related the · circumstances yes
terday afte1 noon. Now I repeat that 
the late Gove ~nment were the first to 
move in the m8tter of dealing with 
tuberculosis in this country, and the 
Premier's admission that at least six 
hundred cop~es of Dr. Tait's pamph· 
let -were distributed is corroboration 
of the fact. T·hat this movement 
was "without flurry or occasion for 
al .., rm," is also cor 1 ·0 boTa ted by the 
Premier for he a 0mi~s that so quiet· 
ly was the work ca1 ried on that "no 

person in the co11ntry knew anything 
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abot1t it until I related the circum 
stance yesterday afternoon." He ad· 
n1its that six hundred copies of Dr 
Tait's pa.mphlet were distributed, bu. 
he does not say how many of Dr 
I{nopf' s book were sent out to clergy
n1en and teachers. vVhat I said yes
te:-d3.y 'vas that betv1cen three ancl 
fou:- tl1ousand pamphlets on tubercul
osis had been ·distributed, tl1at in
cluded botl1 Dr. Ta.it's and Dr. l{nopf's 
and the Premier will ·discover on fur
ther enquiry tl1at I wa.s approximate· 
ly correct. Of course I spol{e from 
memory and without the exact f;ig 
urcs before n1e. A.gain, tl1e Premier 
declared that I had misquoted Si1 
Wm. Mac·Gregor fo:i:- 11e says that in 
1908 at a public meeting Sir \Villiam 
a-<lvoeated the establishment of Sani 
taria 11ere and he 11as read from a 

' lecture or address delivered by him 
at a pt1blic meeting. He furthe1 
says trat the words I quoted as fal
I-ing from Sir William were not . his 
full obser·vations and that he was 

' ' 
addressing the A.P.C. Society only, 
vvl1ose funds \Vere limited. I admit 
that in 1908 Sir Willian1 Ma.cGregor 
approved of Sanitaria, but, after 
twelve mo:P-ths consideration he ·evi-
dently discovered his error, for J 
ag·ain say t11at in 1909 Sir William 
sn:id at a public meeting held in the 
Britisl1 Hall on June 1st. "I warn Jrou 

against tl1e idea of S ::t nitariu,ms~ Tl1ey 
Jlre beypnd your means." I-Ie was not, · 
as alleged lJy tl1e Premier, simply ad· 

' . . 

d :css:ng an Association with limited . 
means, he wa.s addressing. the public · 
at a. public meeting; and if it could 
e\ren . by any possible twisting of 
words be construed to apply only to 
the Association, then my answer is 
tl1at he was fully a war·e tha.t the Gov
ernment would be prep.a.red to sup· 
plement tl1e funds of tl1at Association 
if such were deemed necessary. It is 
entirely clear from tl1e records that 

, . . 

• 

Sir vV-illiam Mac·Gregor's views unde7"· 
went a radical change in twelve 
months and that he condemned what 

' lie hacl pre·viously approved. Now. 
sir, tl1is subjeeit of tuberculosis has 
occupied much of my serious deliber
ation, and whatever I have thougl1t or 
felt, or spol\:en upon 'it is not a mo-
mentary impulse, but tl1e result ot 
c:iln1, settled, and well considered 
judgment. In introducing these Re
solutions yesterday, it will h.ave been 
noticed that the Premier did not base 
his motion for their acc·eptance eith-
er upon statistical information fur-
nisl1ed by the Registrar General, or 
tl1e report o: the Commissioners a•
pointed in 1909 to consider the sub
ject of tuberculosis, or the report of 
any Specialist; and it will also be 
noticed that tl1e kernel of these Res
olutions is contained in the first par
ag·raph wl1ich signifies broadly the 
leg·alizing· of the act of the Govern 
ment in accepting on the 23rd Janu
ary, without the sanction of this 
House, the gift of seventeen slnitaria 
at the hands of the Railway Contrac
tors. That was an illegal act, which 
the adoption of these Resolutions 
will indemnify tl:i.e Government for 
ille,gally performing. The subsequent 
p'.lragraphs in these Resolutions sim
ply provide for the carrying on, main 
taining and operating these Sanitaria. 
The Constitutional aspect of the 

' 

c1 uestio11 I have so · recentJy dealt 
witl1 tl1at I shall not repeat my argu
n1ent, and shall confine my observa 
tions to the one point, namely, is it 
desirable tl1at this House sl1ould 

, ' 
tal\:e over .and maintain 

. ' . 

sartitaria in this country. 
that it is. not desirable. 

seventeen 
I contend 
I contend 

that the cost of maintaining those in· 
stitution·s "vill mean at least one 
hundred tl1ousand dollars per year if 
properly equipped and properly man 

aged. I contend that we are no1 
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wa.rranted as at present advised to 
1saddle the ov·erburdene·d taxpaye:r.~ 

• with this increased burden, while 
tl1e nec·essary work of; hygienic tr·eat 
ment may be carrie-d on in their 
homes. I submit sir that nothing 

' ' advanced by the Premier y1esterday 
or to-da.y would warrant tl1e House in 
doing so. The Government is not 
fortified by the advice of the Spec,ia1 
Commission appointed to deal with 
the subject, or by reliable statistics, 
or by tl1e ad vice of any known per
son in urging the adoption of these 
Resolutions, but, on the contrary, the 
advice given the Government by the 
Commission appointed to ·deal with 
the subject of tuberculosis is direct· 
ly opposed to such a scheme a.s the 
erection of; seventeen Sanitaria. The 

' 

advice of Sir Wm. JYiacGregor, whom 
the Government have quoted as an 
authority on the subject is directly 
opposed to such a scheme, and the 
Government are simply moving on 
tl1eir own impulse or i:nere ipse dixit. 
Tl1e Premier 11as quoted from the Re
port of the Association for the Pre
\rention of Consumption certain lines 
to ·indicate that the sa,i-d Association 
are not opposed, but he has faile·d to 
quote in f.ull from tl1eir Report of 
1910 \Vhich places their attitude be
yond the shadow of a ·doubt. Here is 
what tl1ey say in that Repo:-t. "A 
" large amount of consideration has 
" been given to the matter of the E·s· 
" tablishment of a Sanitarium, and 
" to the Secretary's (Dr·. Ke·eg.an's) 
" report ·in connection with the in· 
" formation gleaned by him on his re· 
" oent visit ·abroad. So far, tl1e Com
"mission is not prepared to r·eco·m· 
" mend tl1e ·Gover·nment to esta.blish 
" a large Sanitarium in this Colony 
" Dr. Kee.gan con·siders that the ac 
" tual results obtained by Sanitar.ia 
" elsewhere are often exaggerated 
" and frequently doubtful .. , . . . . . . It 

"would seem as if tl1e principal value 
" to be derived from a Sanitar'iun 
""\Vould be tl1e educational . effect." 

This,sir,I submit bears out all that 
I have contended i11 previous 
and gives no warrant for the 
tion of these Resolutions. It 

deba.teE 
ad op 

will bE: 
observed that not only are the Com 
missio11ers opposed to the esta.blish 
ment of Sanitaria, but also to the e~
tablisi1ment of even one "large Sani
tarium in this Colony"; that not only 
is the Commission as a body opposed: 
but that Dr. Keegan, who was spe
cially sent abroad to ac·quire informa· 
tion on the subject, after doubtless 
con·sulting specialists, and profiting 
by tl1e experience of those ,s.peci.al-
ists and of those operating Sanitaria 
in Great Britain and Europe, return-
8d to tl1is c·ountry convinced that 
"tl1e ~tctual results obtained by San
itaria ·elsewl1ere are of,ten exaggerat
ed and frequently doubtful," and he, 
too, joins with the other Commis
sioners in withholding approval of 
tl1e Establishment of Sanitaria.. The 
Commissioners further ,state "that at 
this time and in the light of their 
p;esent inf:ormation, it would be a 
mistal{e to recommend the· expend'i· 
ture of the very large sum that would 
be nece·ssary for establishment and 
upkeep of a large general sanitarium 
for tl1e Colony." Tl1is also bears out 
tl1is matter, and furnishes no war
rant for t11e Government's action in 
thi1s matter. Again, sir, in thei Re-
port for 1911 the Comrrissioners 
state that "the vital sta.tistics outside . 
o: St. Joh11's are by no means satis .. 
factory." This declaration al,so bears 
out the correctness of what I have . 
said a,nd indicates that the Vital . 

' . Statistic,3 of th,is Colony furnish no 
warrant for the Goverr..~ent's p.ro 
posal. Now, then, where is the war . 
rant to be found? There is none 
wha.tever. The Report Of' our OWl'.l 
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Commission on Tuber culosis; the Re· 
port of our Special Commissioner,D·r. 
Keegan; the advice · of S.ir William 

' . 
MacGregor, who the Premier ha,s giv 
en as an author'ity; the Vital Statis· 

terns point to~ It points to the fact 
that all are merely experimental and 
surrounded by the conflict of opini
on would it not be madne·ss for this 
House unguided, unadvised, by au-

tics of the Colony, and the experi· thoritative advice to involve this 
country in the enor;mous expense of 
maintaining seventeen sanitaria for 
an unknown number of consump
tives? In or·der to try and bolster up 
his scheme the Premier has quot~d 
from a speech delivered by the Right 
Hon. Lloyd George, Chancellor of 
the British Excheque.r , in introduc'ing 
11is Nation~l1 Insurance Bill to the 

ence of Germa.ny and of England all 
go to show that we shall a mistake. 
a very great mistake if we entertain 
the idea of: maintaining sev·en teen 
Sanit~iria, ot even one "large Sanitari
um" in this Colony. In view of this 
what right have we I ask to impo·se 
fr·esh bu1 dens upon the people? Look· 
ing to the great worlds of thought 

' tl1at pulsatec around us what do we · British House of Commons, and he 
fin-d·? Why sir· that nPxt to the ques· 11a.s · endeavoure·d to convince th'is 

' ' tion or . subject of religion, theTe is House that between the Sanitarium 
nothing that is enveloped in such a to be erected und~'-r that National In
mist '0f multitudinous a.nd divergent suranc·e Bill and the S :::nitaria to be 

- . . 

theories as the nature and care of e.rected under · an¢! by virtue of these 
physical diseases. Read the medical Resolutions tl1,ere is an analogy. What 
journals, the organs of the legit'. mate nonsense! It would be just as well 
and respon.sible schools of medicine to compare sunfloweris witl1 cucum
and you will find explanations of cer· bers. I 11ave read something . 
tain fo.rms of diseases .and systems c·oncerning ·that g.reat measure, and 
of hygiene recommended that are let me point qut a few facts. First 
·constantly ·d1iametrically oppos?d to let me say that Mr. L1loyd Geo·rge's . . . 
each other. You. will al1so find that spe·ecl1 in introducing that Bill clearly 
to the old established schools of al indicates that the 'Government of 
lopathy and .homeopathy modern sci· Great B.ritain have not regarded Sani
ence adds hydropatl1y and osteopa· taria as the par excellence remedial 

' 

thy, various kind.s, of rest· cure, na- measure for the cure a.nd prevention 
ture healing, faith c·ure, mental ther- of tuberculosis, for Mr. Lloyd George 
apeutics, ChTistian S:cien.ce, and a has stated that "there are four or 

' . 
w.hole host of schools involving the five · hundred thousand people suffer-
mental with the physical in the cura- ing ·· from the· dis.ease" in England, 
tive agencies. The ·special disease and that there are· only "four thou
of tuberculo·sis with whicl1 we are sand beds in sanitaria altogether" to 

' 

dealing has ca1led f,orth numerous meet the requirements of that vast 
suggestions .for its cure and preven- number of patients. Now, if the 
ion, first, the establishment of sani- Government of Great Brita,in regard-
taria1, then the cold .air treatment, ed sanitaria as above all else the 
then the application of tuberculin, remedy for consumption, then Par-
t·hen the auto-inoculation or work liament would have provided o~e hun· 
cure, and Ia,stly compulsory notifica- dred times n1ore beds tl1an it has 

• > 

tion. What does all thi.s constant provided since sanitaria were intro-
change of me-dical opinion, and tl1ese duced fifty years ago. Again, M·r. 
various curative a.gencies or · sys- Lloyd George's sa,nitaria scheme un· 

• 
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der the National Insurance Bill pro
vides that the Government shall on
ly pay one fourth the cost of main
tenance while three fourths are to be 
taken from the public -by the imposi
tion of, a special tax. It is this special 
tax that has .called forth the bitter 
agitation a.gainst the measure. Does 
the Premier intend to impose a spe
cial t:tx upon the people of this coun
try to maintain the R.ailway Contrac
tor·s' Sanitaria? If not, then, there 
is no analogy between the two meas
ures. Again, Mr. Lloyd George's bill 
provides that when the 11ead of the 
family, o.r the supporting member of 
a family, is removed to a sanitarium 
tl1e wife and children will receive a · 
provision of ten shillings a week to 
keep them from starvation ·during the 
time that the bread winner is being 
cured. Does the Government propose 
to take God's afflicted ones from the 
custody of, their friends and force 
them into the Railwa.y Contr·actors' 
Sanitaria without making any pro· 
vision for the support of the family 
while perchance the bread winners 
are co11fined in these sanitaria? Un· 
less the Government intend to make 
a provision simila.r to that in Mr. 
Lloyd George's bill there is no anal
ogy, between the t\\~o measures. 
There is no intimation in these Res
olutions that such a p.rovision is to 
be made. Again, .sir, tl1e leader of 
the Government 11as ref erred to . the 
discovery of the germ of tuberculos· 
is by Dr. I{och, of Berlin, in 1812, 
and had app.e·ared to suggest that in 
this discovery and its i~esulting sug
gestions by Dr. Koch a .sure remedy 
fo.r consumption had at lengtl1 been 
found, . and that in the sanitaria to 
be ere-cted thi~ rema;rkable discovery 
would play an important part. Sir, 
I have read a little about this· discov
ery and discoverer. A few years ago, 
I think it was in 1904 or 1905 leading 

medical men from all quarters met 
at Davos to raise a monument to Dr. 
Koch. But after full ·discussion of 
tl1e alleged merits of the dis·covery 
they left D.avos without erecting the 
monument, and none has been erect· 
·e·d to this day. Nine years after the 
discovery of tl1e ge.rm of tuberculosis 
the Doctor produced a lymph known 
as tuberculin R. which for a time 
was regarded with_ hope as a cure 
·and pr.evention against tuberculosis, 
but that hope has been long ago aban· 
doned and tuberculin is now only 
recog·nized as valuable for dia.gnosis 
pl1rposes. It is injected hypodermi
cally in suppos·ed cases of consump
tion and the reaction from it is sup
posed to prove tl1e existence of tuber
culosis in the system of the patient. 
That is the only value of Dr. Koch's 
discovery, so the ablest write·rs on 
medical science de·clare, and to ;sup
pose that his discovery of tuberculin 
could be turned to account a-s a cure 
in the sanitaria proposed to be· e·rect
er 11ere would be absurd. Finally, let 
me repe1at that sanitaria have been 
put to the test for fifty years in Eng 
land, and pr. Bal.strode, the medica1 
inspector of the local Government 
Board in England,has declared in his 
recent report that to better condi· 
tions of life alone must be attributed 
the reduction of the de·ath rate from 
consumption in England, to better 
11omes;;, to bette·r food, better clothing, 
and he adds that the bringing about 
of such conditions of living will do 
more to prevent and cure consump
tion tl1an millions spent in the main
tenance of sanitaria. Germany,which 
Professor MacWe·eney, bacteriologist 
to the local Government Board, in 
Ireland, says leads the world ill 

sta1npfng out the White Pla.gue by 
the expenditure of; millions o.f dollars 
annually .in bettcsring the condition 
of the wo._rking classes gives us the 
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right guide in this matter. 
proceed to readjust the tariff 
able the fishermen and 

Let us 
and en
working 

classes to secure bette.r 11omes, better 
food, and better clothing. Let us com
bine that movement with the sugges
tions of the Commissions. we, have 
appointed to advise us as to what 
should be done in this matter, and 
we shall be doing our duty. We 
have no ri1ght, no warrant, I repeat 
ngain to do otheT tha.n tha.t. Enter
taining these views I move the fol
lowing .amendment to the Re sol u-

; . 

tions before tl1e chair: -
Whereas the Government in -1909 

appointed a Commission to take into 
consideration the subjecrt of Tubercu
losis; and wl1ereas the Secretary of 
the said Commission proceeded to 
Great Britain for the purpose of ac
quiring information in reference to 
tl1e said subject; 

And whereas the Comm:ssioners af
ter considering the matter of the es
tablishing of Sanitaria and the Sec
retary's report in connection with the 
information gleaned by him on b_is 
visit abroad, reported that, ''so far, 
the Commission is not prepared to re· 
commend the Governn1ent to establish . 
large sanitaria in this Colony, Dr. 
Keegan considers that tl1e actual re-. 
sults obtained by sanitaria elsewhere 
are often exaggerated and frequently 
·d·oubtful; 

And wl1ereas tl1e procedt1re provided 
for in the resolutions submitted by the 
Government to this Hot1se, and now 
under consideration, is not in accord
ance vvith the said authori'cy o:r any 
other expert authority; 

And whereas the late Governor of 
this Colony, Sir William Mac.Gregor, 
\Vho has been quoted as an authority 
in the course undertaken by the Gov
·ernment, has declared in a public ad
dre.ss, as follows: ·-"In the first place 

' ~ .. • r 

' 

I v1arn you against tl1e idea of Sani-
tariums;" _ 

And \vhercas the establishment of 
seventeen sanitaria in this Colony is 
unwarranted by any reliable statistics 
or recommended by any competent au: 
thorit~v · . ~ ' 
Be~ it Resolved th~t this Comn1ittee 

is of . opinion that e:x:isting conditions 
in relation to t11berculosis can be best 
dealt with by the Government imme
diately i)rccuring the services of a 
medical i11an, expert in the subj_ect of 
tuberculosis, otherwise a specialist, 
-vvho shall advise this Legislature as to 
tl1e best n1eans that can be adopted 
"'ritl1 a vievv to the extermination of 
thin disease in tl'le Colony and that ill 
the meantime such sum of . money be 
provided by this House, as the· said 
Commissioners shall report to be ne
cessary to prevent the spread of and 
to remedy existing cases of tuberculo
sis in this Colony, and that the re
commendations made by the Commis
sioners in their reports, shall so far as 
possible be acted upon. · · 

Ba it also Resolved· that in the opin
io11 of tl1is House, it is not desirable 
for the GoT1crnor in Council, out of 
any i1101-:eys appropriated by the Leg
islature to construct, equip, inanage 
or cperate sanitaria, or to accept, take 
over - manage, operate or control any ' . . 

Sanitaria whicl1 may be erected by any 
person or corporation in this Colony 
for the treatment of Tuberculosis. 

Be it further Resolverl that such a · 
re-adjustment of the tariff be made as 

' will raise thB . standard of li\ring a1n~ 
- ~ ', J 

angst the various classes of this Col-
ony, which is ~, regarded both in Eng
land and Germany as tl1e primary and 
best ·means of securing the reduction 
of the death rate from Tuberculosis. 

MR. K ENT.-I merely rise- for the 
purpose of seconding the amendment 
proposed by my Rt. Hon. friend, the 
leader of th~ Opposition. ·While it is 
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-unnecessary in the Con1mittee of th 3 

Whole· House that a resolution sucl1 
as that wl1icl1 he has proposed should 
be seco11ded, I thinl~ it right that I 
sl1ould do cq~· Bctl1 the criginal · re
solution and the ame::idment deal Vlith 
a subject, the importance of ·vv~hich 

cannot bo exaggerated, namely the 
quest_io_n as -to ho"\v best to extern1inate 

-su-ch Tuberculosis as e':Xists in this 
• 

Colony. _That it -existo here as it ex-
ists ·· everyvv-l1ere else there can be no 

' 
question of doubt and the serio11sness 

' 
of the matter is unquestionable. To 
my ··· mind resol11tions dealing with a 

- '"-" 
questfon of such irriportance as this 
h~ve been introduced ·and- de~lt with 
by the Gover'nmsnt \V'ith undue 11aste, 
for it appears that they 11ad not n1ade 
up their i11inds as to \vhat ccl~rse they 
\X1ould adopt ' in tho n1atter Ul) to tho 
time of the off er and ·acceptance of 
the gift which was -tendered by the 
President and · other officers of · the 

• . .. . . . i ' ; 

Reid Nev1foundland Company. I am 
' -

confirmed in this opinion by reference 
to the official reuorts of the com1nis-... 

: sio11s ·whicl1 h·av·e been appointed from 
time to time to consider -the matter. 
All offi8ial arid autl1critative opinions 

· on th·e question ad-vranced by these 
-com'h1isslons aro ''opposed to the course 
vvhicl1 ·has been a·dopted. . I . am st1re 
that the state1nents i11ade -·by -the Rt. 
Hon. th·o leader of tl1e · Opposition this 
afternoon are - sufficient to convince 
tl1e House that -.- st1ch is tl1e case. If 
niem bers vv-ill loo le at· tl1e reports of 

Public Healtl1 Comm'issio'n f for i910 
and 1911 (I have not seen the report 
for 1909 from· -vvhicl1 the Prime lVIin
istcr has -quoted for it 'is not in the 
J ot:.rnals cf the House) they will find 
no reco:wmendation cf any~ lrind for 
the erection· of sa11itaria. Tl1at sani
taria 11a:/e · a place, and ·a right and 
proper place, "in 1 the fig·ht against Tub-

-erculo-sis is a ·ccepted b-y- higl1 authori
ties of the n1edicar \v-crld and I am . not 

. , _,. 

-wider o·ne and before the Government 
- enters t1pon it they should come here 

I<( :,., 

·with expert advice, _ witl1 full l~now-

ledge of the facts and carefully pre
parc-d statistics before t11ey ca11 ex
pect the House ·to deal with it. That 
we 11ave no advice of this kind is 
clear; no person has pointed to it. 
There has not been one satisfactory 
proof brought forward that the estab
lisl1ment of 17 sanitaria through
out tl1e island is desirable or likely to 
prove effective in the fight to exter
n1inate the di::5ease in the island. On 
the contrary, every piece of evi
dence tends the other way. We have 
the evidence of the commission and 
the evidence of Dr. Keegan that tl1ey 
cannot recommend the establishment . 
of san-itaria. Dr. I-\::eegan can be re-
garded as one of the inost competent 
autl1orities on the matter that -vve 
have and 11is report is based on ex
perience and knowledge and on mat
erials gleaned by hi1n after personal 
observation in England as -to actual 
~· ,.. . ... 

results r"t~ai11cd tl18re in the cam
paign ag::tinst CoI1sumption, where 
sanitaria r1Et-,;-c bcon in oxiste11ce for 
ma11y yea:i.'S witl1 question3.ble success 
arid his co11clt1:ici1 iJ "tl1at the -re
sults obtained by sanitaria else\vhere 
are often exaggt:rn.tcd and frequently 
doubtful." , 

Otl1e·r countries lilre G2r:nany, Eng-
· land and tl1e United States 11ave 
found that sanitaria vvTill not · pr-event 
the spree.d of tl10 di2ease t1nless they 
also strilre at tl10 roct of it by t11e in
trcductio11 of ren1edial legislation for 

the improvement of social co·nditions. 
They have introduced legislation . to 
better the i11ode of livi11g and to im
prove tl1e 11ousing of tl1e poor and 
have passed other large llreasures of 
an ameliorative nature. 

Let us consider for a n1oment the 
nature of tl1is disease. I do not pre
tend to have any knowledge than that 

contending that · tl1ey are not t1seful, of a11 elc111e11tary cl1aracter but I thin]{ . 
but tl1is questio·n is a broader and that if you exan1ine i11to · the nat11re 
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and cause and origin and spread of 
this disease you will see that in es
tablishing sanitaria you are not deal
ing with the matter in a proper direc
tion. The operations of the Associ-
2tion for the Prevention of Consump
tion have been directed in the right 
direction. The disease is caused by 
a germ called the bacillus tuberculos
is, a microbe that only comes into ac
tive life when it reaches the tempera
ture of the· human body. In a lower 
temperature it remains harmless and 
the ·irritation which induces ilin·ess is 
not set up. Under Juch conditions it 
retains that apparently inactive con
dition, but it still retains its vital qual
ities. Tal{e the spittle from a patier1t, 
from one wlio is suffering from this . 
dib~ase. That one thing is very oft-
en the source of contamination. It 

• 

causes consumption more often thn.11 
any other. A patient spits on th·e side
walk, it dries up with the dust, it is 
charged with the microbe which the 
v1ind takes up and carries it here and 
there. Every,vhere tl1at it is carried 
it brings danger of infection. We 
crowd our factories and unless they 
are properly ventilated, they are a 
source of contagion. Our laundries, 
our workshops, unless properly 
constru.cted, are also a source 
of cont'.l.gion. Tl1ere is hardly a 
con·ceivabl~ tl1ing in daily life 
from vvhich this disease 'vill not dis-
seminate. The first move should be 
grapple with those conditions, ~nd fur
ther I tl1ink it will be admitted that 
a robust man, if he is attacked, will 
be able to fight it off, but if he lives 
in a continual atmosphere of disease, 
and with sucl1 conditions, he will not 
be able to witl1stancl the attacks of 
those germs. If we have clean a11d 
healtl1y surrou119.ings, good food and 
clean food, we will re1novc the cat1se 
of this disease, and go a 1011g way to
,·vards impro,ring the health of the 
people. This is tl1e course t11at has . 
}.lee11 pt1rsued in Germa113r. In Ger-

many the reduction of the death rate 
from tuberculosis alone, from a sys
tem of proper inspection, has been 
reduced within 20 years, 42%. In ev· 
ery city and country of Europe, this 
system is pursued, and it is only right 
that in the present instance, this col
ony should not have committed itself 
to the establishment of seventeen 
sanitaria, \Vithout having it based up
on more competent advice than that 
which is before us no,v. We had no 
estimate from t11e Prime 1\Iinister in 
his speech on this subject as to what 
the cost of these sanitaria will be. We 
are surely entitled to that. Has he 
ascertained what the cost of keeping 
up those vvill be? That they are cost .. 
ly and expensive institutions every 
one knows, and if the cost of these 
was directed tovvards the bettering of 
the co11ditions of the people, results 
of a n1ore permanent character \Vould 
accrue. The resolutions included in 
the amendment are directed in the 
first place towards tl1e securing of 

• competent advice before the subject 
of the resolutions now before itl1e 
chair is put into effect. It asks tl1is 
committee to apply money necessary 
to carry out tl1e can1paign in the man
nel· recommended by tl1e Public Health 
Comn1ission; t11at the work of the 
fight against consumption go on~ that 
it should go on, and no change should 
take place in the prese11t method 
'vhich has the sanction of the auth
orities, until this House is furnished 
with advice by competent and scien
ti.fic men. 'I1hey also ask this House, 
on information before it at the pre
sent time, not to enter upon the con .. 
struction and equipment of these sani
taria, and not to take over such fo1· 
inaintenance by tl1is Colony until full 
information on this subject 11as been 
presented to it. I do not tl1ink, sir, 
that ever in the l1istory of tl1is Legis
lature, \Vere they asked to talre a step 
of tl1is ki11d withot1t having concrete 
e1ridence t o direct it. 'I'hey also, sir1 

• 

• 
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point · to tl1e need of a re;:adjt1stment 
of the tariff. I ha-,re already referred 
to t11is, and I tl1ink that reduction of 
taxaition is a \vay to fight consumption, 
tl1at from this, there '\Vill be better 
ho1nes, better living, better food, bet
ter houses, and better co11ditions ger1-

erally, so that by removing the cause, 
v.,re . remove the effect, a11d thus deal 
'\vitl1 the problem. They ask that a 
reduction of taxation be undertaken 
by the Govern·ment. It is not unfair 
to ask that. · It is a promise which 
they themselves held· out to ithe peo
ple, a pron1ise held ot1t in their n1ani
festoes, and surely it is only right 
that the -people should be given the 
benefit· of rthis promise. We ask in 
our resolutions that this matter be at
tended to 1 and that relief be granted. 
I have much pleasure in seconding the 
resolutions just proposed by tl1e Rt. 
I-Ion the leader of the Opposition. 

1-lON. MINISTER AG·RICUL TURE 
AND MIN ES.-Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
place myself on record as being 
strongly in favot1r of the resolutions 
for the prevention and spread of Tub
erct11osis, so ablJ'" introduced by the Rt. 
I-Ion. the Pre1nier. I think it is only 
right that I should ex1Jress a personal 
opinion in connection \Vith them and 
refer to scn1e of the criticis111s ad· 
vanc~d by tl1e Oppositio11. First and 
fore1nosit, sir, it seems to n1e as if the 
Opposition do not desire any good 
thing to go to the Outports. They ex
pre·ss tl1emselves as perfectly in ac
cord \vith the erection of a sanitarium 
in St. John's, but are absolutely against 
their erection in other districts. Why 
sl1ould this be? Have not the Outports 
just as . much right to have sanitaria 
as the city of St. John's? I shot1ld like 
to ask the Rt. hon. Leader of the Op 
position why when his Government 
was in . povver and he 11ad the oppor· 
tunity to do sometl1ing in tl1is way 
to relieve our suffering people, he 
did not do it? Away back in 1907 ,five 
years · ago, wl1en I was· but a · young 

member of . this House and sitting 
w:1tl1 the Opposition of that day, I 
asked the Gove·rnment, led by the 

Rt. hon. gentleman opposite, what 
was being . done to combat this awful 

. ? • ' 
' ' - -

scourge of consumption w'hicl1 was 
. ' 

destroying · tl1e flower ·of the ·youth 
of our country, and I received the 
reply-"the matter · wa.s being enquir .. 
ed into." And the ·matter. would al-

. ' . 

ways be "being enquired into', . . i1 

that Government was still in power. 
Even to-day, sir, they are harping up-

. on tl1e same thing, , asking us to de· 
lay ·doing anything until further en
quiries are n1a.de. But, sir, this Gov· 
ernment does not believe ~ in· waiting, · 
it believes in doing. It is a Govern
ment of work not of play. It is all 
''ery well, Mr. Chairman, for the 
members Of' the Opposition to criti· 
cize. Criticism is fair in its proper 
time and place; but when resolu· 
tio11s such as these come befo :e this 
House, resolutions vvith the hall mark 
on them, resolutio11s that have fo1 
tl1eir object tl1e alleviation of suf 
fering and ·distress, then I say, sir, 
tl1e Opposition should r~ach their 
11ands across and join with tl1e Gov
ernment in putting tl1em forward. 
Let then1 stop for one instant to con
sider and they will realize that these 
resolutions a-:e solely and absolutely 
for the benefit of the people. It has· 
been argued here, sir, that there is 
not as much consumption in this 
country as repo:~ted, that our statis
tics are \vrong. I say, sir, there is 
consumption, a g·reat de:tl of it, in 
this country and that steps must be 
instantly tal\:en to cope witl1 it. I 
know tl1at it pre,rails to a large ex
tent in the Northern districts, and 
tl1ere are ma11y c1ses in my own dls
trict of Bonavista. I could quote 
you instances . that have come under 
my personal obse.rvation, where a 
family lives in a ·small house with a 
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couple of rooms only. 
room- is the overheated 
the fa.mily practically 

The living 
kitchen. Here 

spe·nd the 
_ whole of their time. Imagine a 

young man ill with tuberculosis in 
such surroundings. Not only is ther·e 
no possibility of him becoming cured 
himself, but he is giving the ·disease 
to every other member of the family. 
S ucl1 cases come before us 
day, and yet the Opposition 

ever·y 
would 

have us believe that there is no need 
-for sanitaria. Our own obs~rva-

tion is enough to satisfy us that con
sumption is widespread throughout 

·the country, but in addition we have 
the words of the medical men and 
the clergymen, which I am p·repared 
to believe, that it is ;rife in our 
1nidst. The resolutions before us 
have for their purpose the stamping 
out of tl1is disease and the amelio·ra
tion of the conditions of the people, 
and I say, sir, we all should support 
them. My learned friend who has 
just spoken has. talked about broader 
principles. What does he mean? 
Why does he not tell us about them? 

IVIR. KENT-The 11on. member has 
not been listening·. 

HON. MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND MINES-I have been list
ening to my honourable friend, but I 
inust admit that I can place no mean
ing to his strin,g of words. Now, sir, 
some little argume·nt has been . ad
duced against tl1e taking of the sani
taria, that we could not accept them 
without first obtaining consent o! 
Parliament. Sir, that position is 
1·idiculous, for we have many prece
dents to go bJr. T11e Rt. hon. the 
Premier 11as quoted t11e gift of Lady 
Reid to tl1e hospital, but I can show 
you even a greater instance than 
that. At the time of the late Boer 
War, Lord Strathcona equipped a full 
1·egiment of soldiers and handed 

them over to the Britisl1 Government, 
and tl1e gift was accepted. 

MR. KENT-There is special legis-
lation covering that in the Volun-
teers Act. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND I'll IN ES.-Why, Sir, there are a 
thousand of sucl1 insta-nces where 
g'ifts have been made and accepted 
on record. We have wasted too 
much time altogether qu.ibbling over 
this matter. Personally I shall re
cord my vote 'in favour of the reso-
1 utions. We must have some place 
to remove the people if: we want to 
sa,re them. Let us give them a help
ing hand then by placing sanitaria 
within their reacl1-hospitals to 
which the unfortunate ones could 
be removed. We are told that one 
thousand die from consumption eve·ry 
year, and if by the·se sanitaria, we 
can cut the death rate down by 50 
per cent., will it not mean a great 
deal to the country? It is true we 
must have a sanitarium here in St. 
John's, and with that I am in accord; 
but, sir, here in the city we have ev
erytl1ing we c.an think of to gi-v'"e re ... 
lief to suffering humanity. We have 
a general hospital and we have a 
fever hospital, so that a person, if he 
is sick can be removed there, but in 
the outports we 11ave nothing like 
tl1is, ·out if those resolutions pass, 
then we will have gone a long way 
towards removing that \Vant by mak
ing some effort to save the people in 
the outport districts. We have al
ready some idea of wl1at can be done 
in fighting tuberculosis-gained from 
the worl{ done in the Hospital on 
Signal Hill. We 11ave positive proof 
t11at witl1in the last two ye a.rs, persons 
11ave gone in tl1ere, infected with 
the disease and 11ave come out cur-
ed. That is tl1e evidence of Dr. 
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Campbell, and it is a work · that 
speaks volumes of what c·ould be 
done if carried out on a larger scale. 
Great credit is ·due to tl1e A.P.C. and 
one and all should join hands in the 
support of that soc-iety. It is not 
my intention to detain this House 
any longer, except to say that I will 
give my vote in favour of the reso
lutions, because I believe in them, 
because I believe they will be of 
great benefit to this country, and 
because I believe they will prove a 
means of coping with this dread dis
ease. 

MR. CLIFT-I am sorry, sir, that I 
am unable to agree with the resolu
tions now before tl1e Chair. I had ex
pected that when the last speaker 
ha·d risen in his place to express 
his opinions upon this most import
ant matter, he would have given us 
son1e reasons more substantial than 
those he gave us. Now, ·sir, it seems 
to me that tl1e whole of this question 
is contained in the first resolution 
before this Committee, and if we 
deJ-1 with that, we deal with all the 
other resolutions because they are 
merely ofJ an administrative charac-, 
ter for the purpose of carrying out 
tl1e operation of these sanitaria 
should they become established. I 
thinlr, Sir, tha.t before being called 
upon to record our votes in favor of 
these institutions,we .should be offered 
more information than we have before 
us at tl1e present moment, more infor
mation as to the necessity, and more 
information as to the probable cost of 
these sanitaria. I am not at all satis· 
fied in my mind that we should begin 
in this manner or that this is the pro
per time to tal{e up the question of 
the erection of sani t :iria. It seems 
to me that a great deal of preliminary 
work has. to be done before we reach
ed that stage. I think it will be gen· 

erally admitted by all the members of 
thls House that this dread disease 
exists in our midst, and to an alarm· 
ing extent. vVe all agree that the time 
11as come to take steps for the pur
pose of eradicating it, but we should 
go slowly, and '\Ve should fully inform 
ourselves what it means to maintain 
17 sanitaria in this country. No infor· 
mation whatever has been given as to 
tl1e cost, but suppose for the sake of 
argument that we will have one large 
sanitarium in the . town of St. Jo·hn's. 
capable of containing 100 patients. I 
do not know if that will be the case, 

I • 
whether provision will be made for 
150, 100 or 50 patients, but for the 
sake of argument we will say that 
there will be 100 patients. To provide 
for those 100, a.nd I do not think it 
will be an outside estimate, we must 
allow that each patient will cost 
$300 a year, that would giv.e a total 
cost of $30,000. Suppose in the ont
ports 16 sanitaria are erected, each to 
take care of 10 patients. That would 
mean 160 patients. And if we figure 
their cost at the same rate as in the 
larger one, $300 each, thoug·h I think 
we could justly estimate it at a much 
larger sum, this will give $48,000 a 
year. To this of course must be added 
a sum for up-keep, say $5,000, or in 
all a. total cost of $83,000 annually. 
Are we ready at the present moment 
to pass a vote to this extent, and mind 
·~lOU. P1lr, this sum would not inculde 
any amount voted for the A.P.C. work 
now being done. On the whole, then, 
I think that it might be fairly esti
mated that the operation of these 
sani taria, as well as the carrying on 
of tl1e Commission, will entail an an .. 
nual expenditure of $100,000. I should 
be glad rto hear that it will not 
cost this, Sir, be glad to hear that if 
these .sanitaria are to be ·erected, the·y 
may be run effectively at a smaller 
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cost. Mr. Chairman, it is now 6.30, do 
you intend sitting after tea? 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-No, not 
to-nigl1t. 

MR. CLIFT.-Then I shall re:sume 
my remarks at the· next sitting. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair,. 
The Chairman of the Committee re· 

ported that they had made· some pro
gress, and asked leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 

On motion, th·e Report was receiv
ed and adopted. 

The remaining orders of the Day 
were ·def erred. , 

Mr. Clapp gave Notice of Question. 
It was moved an·d :seconded that 

when the House rises it adjourn until 
to-morrow, Thur,sda.y, February 29th, 
at three of the clock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingl)7. 

TI-IURSDAY, Feb. 29tl1, 1912. 
The I-Io11se mGt at three of the clock 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-! 
beg to present a petition from the in
habitants of Gooseberry Islands, call
ing attention to the necessity of some 
further legislartion on the question of 

Sunday observance. I have also to pr·e
sent a petition from the inJ1abitants 
of King's Cove and Keels on the sa1ne 
subject. These petitions seen1 to be 
pa·rt of an organized application to this 
House on this question, and no doubt 
other petitions on the· same subject 
will be received. In this connection I 
need hardly state thait any legislation 
wl1ich may be brought in her0 for the 
proper observance of the Sabbath will 
receive my very best support. I wot1ld 
asl~ that these petitions be referred 
ito t~e Department of the Colonial Sec
retary. 

MR. MOUL!ON.-I beg to present 
a petition frorn certain inhabitc:tnts of 
Cape Ray ask.ing for the sum of $300 
to renew or build a bridge on the main 

line between Cape Ray and Channel. 
That line has been open for many 
years, and the · people bring rtheir cat
tle a11d other things that way. At the 
11resent time travelling is greatly im
peded for tl1e want of rthe bridge. I 
11ope that the Government will grant 
the petition, and I vvould aslr that it 
be referred to the Department of Pub .. 
lie \Vorl{S. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MIN ES.-I aslr leave to present 
a petition from certain inhabitants of 
Amherst Cove on the subject of a road. 
I wisl1 to give tl1is petition my hearty 
st1pport. 

HON. rv1 IN ISTER OF J USTICE.-1 
wisl1 to present a petition from Rev .. 
Sydney Bennett, Rev. Dr. Murphy and 
a nt1mber of other persons residing in 
that part cf Bonavis:ta, known as Mock
beggar. The petition asks for a grant 

. . 

of a sufficient sum to protect tl1e main 
road rt1nning through that place. The 
road is over a beach and ithe sea is 
gradually eating it away. Last Nov
ember the sea overflowed the beach to 
the level of the road, and if this is per
mitted to continue tl1e street will be 
washed away and considerable dam
age done to property there. I have 
much pleasure in supporting the peti
tion. 

MR. I< ENT asked the Hon. Minister 
of Agrict1lrture and l\iines to lay on 
tb.e table of the House a staten1ent 
commencing Jan. 1, 1911, to date, 
sl10,·ving in each case:-(1) The num
ber of acres of land in .this Colony or 
its dependencies applied for pulp or 
timber purposes; (2) names of appli
cants; (3) tl1e date of applicaition; (4) 

tl1e area in acres applied for; ( 5) 

·vv-l1etl1er tl1e application has been ap
pro'{1ed by tl1e Governor in Council; 
(6) the date of approval; (7) the area 
approved; ( 8) whether the approval 
\v"as for timber or for pulp; (9) it.he an1-
011n.t of fees paid; (10) the date of pay
ment; (11) the date of survey; (12) 
tl1e name of st1rveyor; (13) whether 



HOUSE OF .t\.SSE1\1BL Y PROCEEDINGS. 147 

any area has been forfeited or noticG 
of forfeiture given; ( 14) tl1e ca11se of 
fotfeitt1re; (15) name of parities to 
'vhom notice of forfeiture was give11; 
(16) date of such noticG; (17) wl1etl1er 
tl1e areas or any of_ tl1en1, or any part 
of a11y of the1n, so forfeited, 11a ve 
been applied for, approved to, or 
granted to the same or any other 
person; (18) the name of tl:e present 
holder of each area issued. 

HON. MINISTER AGRIC;UL TURE 
AND MIN ES.-I have n1ucr1 pleasure 
in tal)ling tl1e informatio11 asked for. 
I may say tl1at to answer a questi~n of 
this kind satisfacitorily is a difficult 
task, and the cler};:s have been kept 
11ard at °"rork preparing it. vVhen l)re
s.ented in this form the· work does not 
seem very great, but t11e a1nol1n1t of 
time spent in loolring these matters lIP 

and preparing it is enormous. 
MR. KENT aslred the I-Ion. Minister 

of Agriculture ancl lVIines to lay on 
the rtable of tl1e House a state111ent 
from lVIarch 1st, 1909 to date sho1ving 
(1) -vvhetl1er any application 11as been 
made for extension of time for i11al{
ing survey of timber or pulp areas ap
plied for; (2) names of parties mak
ing and dates of application for said 
extension; (3) areas to which sucl1 
a:pplicrutions refer and grounds upon 
'vhich tl1e application was made in 
each case; ( 4) whether granted or not; 
(5) terms of granting; (6) whetl1er 
the terms have been applied for. 

J-ION. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
A~J D MIN ES.-Tl1e answer to this 

• 

qt1estion is also tabled. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY ~i:ab

led tl1e ii1formation asked for by the 
I-Ion. n1en1ber for St. Jol1n's East, 1\1r. 
I<:ent, of tl1e Hon. lVIinister of Marine 
and Fisl1e1'les in relation to the ex
penditure of 11is department in St. 
John's East. Also the correspondence 
asl\:ed for by the Hon. the Leader of 
the Opposition bet\ven the Govern
ment Engineer and the Rail'Aray Con
tractor i11 rAlation to tl1e train ser-

• 
VlCG. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Minis
ter of Finance and Ct1stoms to lay on 
the table a statement showing _ tl1e 
amounts paid to all persons for fees 
as arbitrators or .solicitors. on account 
of the construction of branch rail
ways from March 1st, 1909, to date. 

HON. MINISTER f='INANCE AND 
CUSTOM S.-I beg to table the state
ment asked for. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Minis
rter of Finance and Custo1ns what , in
creases of salaries have been made and 
paid to tidewaiters and messeng·ers in 
his department, givi11g names of per
sons and amount of payment since 
the present Government ass11med of
fice. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-No increases have been 
made or paid. 

TUBERCULOSIS RESOLUTIONS. 
Pursuant to order, and on motion of 

the Rit. Hon. the Prime Mini0ter the 
House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the Tuberculosis Re
solutions. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 
Mr. Parsons took the chair of Com

mittee. 

MR. CLI FT.-Mr. Chairn1an, when 
rthe committee rose last evening it was 
considering these resolutions and I was 
making some observations in refer
ence thereto. - I began my remarlrs 
by saying that I "\Vas not in accord vvith 
th·e resolutions before the chair, which 
resolutions-or resolution really, be
cause it.he first resolution contains the 
whole substance-enables tl1e Govern
or in Council, out of any mone}TS 
which may be appropriated by tl1e Leg
islature for sucl1 pt1rposes, to con
struct, equip, n1anage and operate hos
l)itals, sanitaria or dispensaries for 
the trea;tment of inhabitants of this 
Colony suffering from tuberculosis, 
and may accept, take over, manage, 
operate and control any hospitals, sani
taria or dispensaries which may be 
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erected by any person or corporation 
in this Colony. 

That clause \vould enable the Gov-
crnment to take over the hospitals 
or sanitaria vvl1ich may be erected by 
tl1e Reid Newfoundland Company or 
ap_y other company and operate and 
maintain the same. And in consider· 
ing the -qu,estion 011e must first of all 
asl{ oneself as to the necessity rthat 
exists at tl1e present time for such 
sanitaria and as to \<Vhether the erec
tion of sanitaria and rt.heir operation 
and maintenance is the best means of 
coping with this dread disease, lrnown 
as consumption. For the pt1rpose of 
a~certaining whether that is the best 
means of coping with this scourge vve 
mt1st of necessity 11ave recourse to the 
opinion of others because I take it 
ithat no , member of .this Hous0 is of 
himself sufficiently expert in these 

it could not in the light of pres_ent in
formation recommend the expenditure 
of such a large sum of money as would 
be necessary in the erection and oper
aticn of a large general sanitarium." 
That report \Yas itabled in this House 
last session. That is the report of the 
committee or commission· app8inted ' 
by the GovTernrnent for the purpose of 
taking ithis question into considera
tion. Si11ce that report I ain not 
a v1are of any report fron1 any expert 
utl1ority \vhich \vould justify this com

n1ittee in rtalring upon itself to permit 
tl1is extra expenditure which is now 

' 

proposed to be imposed upon this 
country by the resolutions now un
der consideration. If it can be sho\vn 
to n1e that th.is is the best and most 
expeditious way of dealing with this 
question then I am prepared to vote 
fer the erection of sanitaria. But it 

matters to be able ·to express a11 opin- ' .. ''. seems ito me, sir, that the w.ork of this 
ion upon which ·vv'"e can act. Now what '~~· comn1issicn is but in its preliminary 
are Vie act~ng upon \vhen \<Ve decide to · stage. They ha Tv~ made excellent prc
adopt this resolution rto e11able the gress and hav·e n1ac1e what appears to 
Government to tal{e over and defray 
the cost of maintenance of these i11· 
stitutions. We have as far as I can 
observe no expert opinion. No such 
expert testin1ony as I should desire, 
·has been laid before the committee. ' . . 

In the report tabled last session, the . . . 

report of the Con1:rp.issioners appoint-
ed to take up the matter of public 
health it vvas stated that Dr. I{:eegan 
had visited Europe for t11e purpose of 
making enquiry into this n1atter, and 
particularly into the treatment of con· 
sumption and tl1e question of sani-, 
taria. In this repovt tl1e comn1issio11 
says that Dr. Keegan considers tl1at 
"the actual results obtainecl by sa.ni
taria are often exaggerated and fro-. 
quently doub,tful, tl1e principle reason 
being that it is difficult to get patients 
to g·o into these sanitaria, until rtheir 
case \Vas almost 11opeless." And the 
co:p;irqission goes on to express its o-vv11 
fiJ:?.dings in the 1natter a11d says that 
"tl1e commi~sion feels, ho,vever, tl1at 

' . 
n1e to be very vrrise suggestions for the 
purpose of dealing with this great 
qt1estion. And if they were to recom· 
mend the erection of sanitaria I do 
not think that they would go so far as 
to reco1nmend such a large order as 
\<Ve are at present asked to consider. 
It seems to me that the· one thing they 
would have recommended, had. they 
considered it desirable to have these 
institutions, would have been the es
ta blisl11nent or erection of one sani
tarium and after thart had been in 
operation and we had gained some 
experience from that one and found 
that its work was. successful,then like 
ordinary common sense business men 
\ve could go on to increase the number 
t1ntil the ·desired results had been ob
tained. But the government comes in 
here with a proposition embodied in 

tl1ese resolutions, altl10 tl1at d.oes not 
appear · upon tl1e face of it, a p·roposf-

tion to erect tl1e ma.tte·r of· 17 sani· 
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taria, a propositio11 wl1icl1 . we should 
gravely consider before we commit 
ourselves. It requires to have a very 
large amount of grave consideration 
before we commit tl1is colony to the 
annual expenditure, of $100,000 for tl1e 
upkeep ofi these institutions. As I 
remarked upon a p·revious occasion: 
no figures 11ave been laid before the 
committee, no estimate has been made 
of the pr:obable cost of the upkeep and 
maintenance of these in,stitutions. 
But I have for my own informatio11 
endeavoured to a.rrive at some idea of 
the cost. The,se figures which I quot
ed then and will quote now are more 
?f an arbitrary nature than base·d up
on actual fact. I find that the a,nnual 
cost of a patient in the ltinatic asylum 
is in the neighbourl1ood of $200, and l 
assume that a patient in these san'i
taria will cost more tha.n tl1at and for 
the salte of arriving a.t a figure, I say 
that the cost of a p.atient in a sanitari
um will be about $300. I assume fur
the'r that in tl1e large. sanitarium in 
St. John's there will be one hundred 
patie11ts, that would I suppose be 
about the size of the institution. It 
may be tha,t it would not be a.ble to 
accomodate that number, but for t11e 
s.a.ke of a,rgument I take that number 
One hundred patients at $300 would 
mean $30,000. In each of t11e sixteen 
sanitaria proposed to be erected in 
the other parts of tl1e· country, there 
will I a.s·sume be at least ten patients, 
tl1ough, I cannot conceive 11ow a sani
tarium can be erected for the· accomo
dation of ten patients fo'r the sum al· 
lotted to e·acl1 of the sixteen. Howev
er, I assume tl1at would be the mini
mum number for which they would er
ect each .sanitarium outside of St. 
John's. In that ca,se there would be 
160 patients in all at $300, which 
would be an expense· for the upkeep 
of each of these outport sanitaria 

sligl1tly greater than the per capita 
expense in St. J ol1n's and this I put 
at $5,000. That would make the out
port sanitaria cost $53,000, and the St. 
John's one $30,000 making a total ex
penditure on account of the annual 
upkeep and mainte·nance of these san
itaria of $83,000. Then of course the 
work of the A.P.C. would still be going 
on and the recommendations of the 
commission that are now existing 
would have to be car·ried out to a 
large extent a.nd for that worlt I al
low the round sum of $17 ,000. For 
the whole then that mal\:es ar1 ai1nt1al ' . ' 

expenditure of $100,000. $100,000 pPr 

ann u~ would be the cost of lteeping 
, 

up these institutions wll'ich we have 
been told can be e·rected a.nd eqn:pped 
for the sum of $100,000. Th·en all 
11a ve to consider is whether we are in 
a position at the present moment to 
cast upon the taxp·a.yers of the Colony 
an additional burden of $100,000. If we 
are in a position to expend annually 
that sum in tl1is work then I say that 
that $100,000 could be spent to better 
eff,ect and to more advanta.ge if the 
suggestions made by the Commission
ers in their Reports were acted upon, 
and if it were found nec·essary to 
have sanitaria, it might be expended 
in the maintenance of one as an e,x
periment. But to begin witb seven
teen sanitaria without having any ex
l)erienee with one, is I think, rather 

' l1asty a.nd rather unwise and very di-
fficult for us at this stage to foresee 
wl1at the consequences may be. And 
th,e aspect of this case that surprises 
me, and I cannot for tl1e life or me 
see the reason for it, is why the 
Messrs Reid in donating this munifi
cent sum for this purpose sl1ould have 
tacked on to that gift the condition 
that these sixteen sanitaria to be er
ected outside St. John's, should b·e 
placed o·ne in each of the electoral dis-
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tricts. I tl1ink that the Messrs. Reid 
in atta,ching that .c.ondition to their 
gift were ba.dly advised, and I thinlr 
further tl1;;i,t they have marred to a 
'rery great extent the gift by tl1e a.ddi
tion of that condition. Are we to sup
pose fro·n1 that condition, that an 
equal amount of consumption exists 
i11 each ofi the electoral districts? Are 
we to suppose from that con·dition 
that there is equal necessity in each 
of the electoral districts for a sanitari· 
um, regardiess entireiy of the popula
tion the·rebf, or of the area over which 
it may extend? Perhaps I may illus· 
trate what I mean by reference to 
some of the Districts in this· way. Take 
the Districts of Conception Bay. Tl1ere 
are five of them in the smallest of our 
three. great northe·rn Bays. In that 
Bay you will put five sanitaria, one, in 
Harbour Main, one in Brigus, one in 
Hr. Grace, one· in ca·r·bonear and one 
in Bay de Verde,covering a very small 
area compa.red with flive other dis1.. 
tricts, say Bona vista, a lar·ge bay· in 
itself, Notre Dame Bay with a very 

' extens'ive coastline, St. Barbe a very 
pig· ·district, St. ·George·',s .. another large 
a·rea, and Burgeo .similarly larg·e. 
These five districts· cove·r practically 
three fourths of the 'coast line. And in 
tl1ese five districts. you have five· sa.ni
taria .spread round while in Conception 
Bay you have five more all h uddle·d 
up togethe·r. Is that the right and 
proper way to distribute. these s.ani
taria, if 'it is found necesswry to have 
them at all? I say· that in my opinion 
Messrs. Reid were · badly advised when 
tl1ey attacl1e·d to ·thBii- g·ift a condition 
tl1at each elector-al ·district wa.s to 
have a sa.nitariun1. If these institu
tions are nec.e·ss~ary it .seems to me 
that it would have be:en much better 
to 11a ve had oile <>r two larger ones in 
the interior of the country at some 
place easily acce13S'ible to the greater 

nortl1ern distrits to which I 11ave re
f er:red. For my part I would prefer 
to see one or two large·r .sanitaria 
than a number of small ones. The 
expense of ma.inta.ining small ones, is 
comparatively gre·ater than that of. 
maintaining larger. And I cannot 
see what object the:re can be in pla,c· 
ing all these in tl1e electoral districts, 
One would naturally think tl1at if it 
were nece_ssary to 11a ve sixteen sani
taria for the purpose· of' meeting the 
requiren1ents in this battle against 
consumption,the one thing to do would 
be to locate the points a.nd places at 
wl1ich tl1ese sixteen institutions 
should be established, and not to di
vide them up among·st tl1e1 ele.ctoral 
districts. What object can tl1ere be 
i11 sele,cting tl1e electoral ·districts for 
if they desire the ·districts to ben.efit. 
from them they .should be: plac.ed in 
tl1e most conve·nient 1ocaJity to reach 
tl1e greater numbe·r. I fail to see what 
constituencies. have to do with the 
matter. Why should there' be a san
itarium placed in eac.h of' the consti
tuencies? Some· constituencies or el
ectoral districts may not require any. 
Others ma.y require, two or three .In 
the five ·districts tha.t I 11ave allow.ed 
as ,covering· nearly tl1ree fourths of the 
coastline of the c.olony there is a pop
ulation of 65,000 people, while in the 
.comp·aratively small bay of Concep
tion Bay in whicl1 the othe1r five dis· 
trlcts are there are only 44,000. Are 
you going to plac·e 5 sanitaria in Con
ception Bay, and no more· than on.e 
in ·each of the districts to which I 
l1a ve referred? I think this is a matter 
tl1at ought to be taken into considera
tion, and I hope that before· it is too 
late the Governmen1t will ask the Reids 
if they are p.repared to permit some 
such change to be made in the con· 
~itions whicl1 attach to· the gift, in (or
der to be able to distribute these san· 

\ 



HOUSE OF\ ASSEMBLY.+ PROCEEDINGS. 

itaria in more central and more. use· 
ful places. Under the con·ditions, 
Mr. Chairman, and for the reasons 
that I have stated, I a,rn. not prepared 
at the present time to support tl1ese 
resolutions. I do not wish to oppose 
these resolutions simply be.cause I am 
sitting on this side of the House; I 
am opposing tl1em for the reasons I 
have g"iven. I am not satisfied that 
they a·re the best means of c·ombatting 
the dis.ease. My mind is open on tl1e 
matte:r, and if ,anyone can convin.ce 
me that I am wrong· by expert testi
mony or otherwise·, if I a.m convinced 
that this is the proper way to tneat 
tl1e d.isease, then I am prepared to 
g"ive tl1em my support, but not other
wise. 

-MR. WHITEWAY.-Mr. Cl1airman, 
ther:e 11ave been most interesting 
speeches deliv·ered upon these Resolu
tions, from hon. members on both 
sides of the House, and I consider it 
hardly neicessary for me to occupy the 
time of the Committee in giving· an 
expression of my views upon tl1is most 
importa.nt subject. I followed with 
great interest the spe.ech ofl the Rt. 
Hon. Leader of the Government In 
inoving tl1ese Reso1utions. I was par
ticularly .struck witl1 one refere.nce 
that l1e 1nade in his. speech, and that 
was when he quoted the best and 
highest authorities tha.t consumption 
or tuber·culosis is not heredita.ry. I 
am sure that this will be very pleasing 
intelligence to very many of the peo
ple of this country. It will be a gre·at 
source of thankfulness to many in 
this country to-day suffering flrom tu
berculosls, fathers . and mothers afflict .. 
ed witl1 this. scourg·e, to know this. 
As a matter of fact up. to the hearing 
of the Premier's remar·ks I am sur.e 
tl1at 90% of tl1e people of this courr" 
t1<y believed that it was hereditary. 
This statement will infuse new 1iie 

and 11ope into n1a.ny, and encourage 
tl1em to figl1t a.gainst this evil. I wa.s 
also very much interested in hearing 
tl1e .speech of the Rt. 11on. Lead·e.r of 
the Opposition. It always affords. me 
as a junior member of1 this House 
great ple·a1sure to listen to him, and 1 
am sure that every member of the 
House -vvill .agree with me in this. B11t 
the Rt. hon. membe·r, and every other 
inember of tl1is House, must reme1m~ 

ber that many of u.s here, though ju· 
niors in this House, have feelings of 
11umanity for our people; and I . was 
a.mazed and surprised when he· a,t
tempted to impres·s 11pon this, Commit
tee, tha.t the erection of these sani
taria in tl1e different ·districts would 
tend to lessen the tourist traffic in 
this ·country, ~nd materially affect our 
foreign mar'kets. I want to remind 
this committee that we have. a market 
at ho1ne that calls for protection. We 
have here a qua·rter of a million peo· 
ple, and we· a·re· morally bound by the 
law of nature· and of God to stand bY 
and protect the 'heal th of our pe:o .. 
ple. Is not the health of our people 
of mor1e importa.nce· than the few pal
try dollars of the tourists. that come 
to ou·r shores? I s ,ay, a.nd so will ev
ery christian worthy of tl1.e· name, p·ro· 
cect th.e health and happiness of our 
people, .and prosperity will surely fol
low. What bette·r 11se can we mak·e 
of the public moneys than by end.ea v
ouring to save ou.r p·eople from con
sumption? I regret that th.e hon. me·m· 
ber for Twillingate, Mr. Clift, has laid 
such stress and importance on the 
cost of maintenance of sanitaria. It is 
unfair to suffering huma.nity to begin 
to value tl1eir li\'es in that way. The 
Rt. hon. leader of the Opposition i11 
tl1e course of his remarks connected 
tl1e name of the Premieir with that of 
Lloyd-George of England. I think that 
the anti-consll;IDPtion scheme of Si.r 
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Edward Morris. is wortl1y to go ·down 
to histo·ry with the Insurance Bill of 
Lloyd George. The question has been 
asked, what is to become of tl1e 11elp
less 'families whose parents 11ave been 
taken to tl1e sanitaria? Well, what 11a.s 
become of th.em ·during the last q ua,r
ter century? Sir, it will be a protection 
to the family to remove tl1e parent in
fected with consumption to a sanitari
i11n. Wl1en this question does arise 
1 a.m quite s.ur·e that the Government 
will find a way to ·deal with it. Mr. 
Cb_airman, I had no intention of ·delay .. 
ing the House long·, and I have un .. 
doubtedly exceeded my intention. But 
before I take my seat let me .say in 
answer to the .ar·gum·ent of Mr. Clift 
tl1at a.s far as the placi.ng· of sanitaria 
is .concerned in Conception Bay, tha.t 
will be a.e·alt with by the representa
tives of those districts, and I have no 
doubt, they will look to tl1e best in-
terests of the people. 
of my own district, tl1ere is no reas
on wl1y the sa.nitarium sl1ould not be 
erected at the fa.rther end of tl1e dis .. 
trict, so as to serve, not only Bay de 
Ver·d·e, but also the· people of the 
South S-ide of Trinity Bay. The same 
thing might apply to otl1e1" districts. 
Thes.e are mere ·details, an1d the re
presentatives of· the dis.tricts a,re quite 
c::tpable of dealing with them. Before 
r'esuming my seat I wish publicly to· 
acknowledge in this House the tnost 
gener1ous gift of th.e Messrs. ·Reid, who 
have demonstrated their sympathy in 
this practical wa.y by helping tis to 
combat the great 'iVhite Plague 
tl1roughout tl1is country. 

MR. BENNETT.-Before the d·ebate· 
closc·s I should like to put myself on 
record as one of the supporters of the· 
spirit of the re.solutions now before· 
us. Upon one point in connection 
with them. I think the· House ha.s ·de-· 
monstrated its unanimotJ.s opinion,and 

tl1at is tl1at tl1ere exists in this coun
try an alrming con di ti on of thinr;s 
that has only in recent years been ap
preciated, and which it is absolutely 
necessary to comba,t. The next point 
I tl1ink that came up is as how best to 
·deal with this condition of things. We 
11a ve before the House two sets of Res· 
olutions, those of the Premier and 
tl1ose of tl1e Rt hon. leader of the 
Opposition, and it is for us here this 
evening to ·decide .a.s to what course 
we are to take. Now. Sir, before 0 ·iv
ing· my vie·ws on this question I 
would like· to :enc1ea vour to give some 
intelligent expression of my convic
tions as to w11y I should vote on one 
side or the otl1er. The Premier in
troduced 11is Resolutions in a ve.ry ex
plana.tory and instructive speech, and 
I think he 11as ·demonstrated his view 
to the House in such a lucid, fa1" ·reach
ing and tl1orougl1 manne.r as to carry 
conviction to every member; I am 
sure that tl1ose who ·do not see eye 
to eye wi t11 us on this side of the 
House "\Vill recognise that his speech 
meant in tl1e near future hope and 
courage to those afflicted with this 
·dread disease. We 11ave heard quo-
tations from eminent authorities giv
ing their opinions as to how best to 
fight tl1e Great Wl1ite plague; and 
those statements quoted from tliiS 

side of tl1e· House have not been .sue· 
cessfully .refuted from the otl1er. In 
looking at the possibiiities of t11ese 
resolutions. in appreciating the great 
things they may n1ean to tl1e coun
try, is it not sufficie11t for us tq l{now 
t11at sometl1ing is immediately neces
sary; no weak o·r pettifogging instru-
1nent is required at this present junc· 
ture, but something of a far-u-eaching 
character. The country has been 
awakened fo·r the first time to the 
realization of the dangers and tl1e im
port'.lnce of tl1e question. I take it 
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tl1at it is news to a great many of us 
at least that thousands of souls are 
passing away eveTy year, laid low 
by this great disease 'in our midst. 
Only now we 11a ve commenced to rea.
lise our responsibilities in thi.s mat· 
ter which are grea.ter tl1an in any 

' 
oth~~ s·ubject tl1at I ever 11eard di.s-
cussed in this House, responsibilities 
that we must not sl1irk or evade or 
we sl1all have our reward. We IDUSjt 

have a.n open decl~ration of war on 
the enen1y. more insidious and d·read
ful than any a country eve·r encoun-
tered from without. To trifle with 
this ma.tte:r would be criminal, it 
'vould be unjust. And therefore I glad
ly say tl1at I ca11 sup.port these reso· 
lutions,because they s.hall become the 
beginning of a ca.mpaign that will 
cl1eck this enemy and bring it to bay, 
and give our people a chance fo·r thei.r 
lives. It is appalling the harvest 
tl12 t tl1is dread reaper is exacting ev
ery )Teatr fro1n our people, and I be
lieve that that death rate can be cut 
down considerably,not in five years or 
10 years, but next year, by p.roper ad· 
ministra,tion. And it must be dealt 
\vitl1 in no paltry or stingy way. but in 
2. way which its importance merits. 
Tl1e ·:resolutions now before the Chair 
provide for tl1e establishment of sani
taria througl1 tl1e leng·th and breadth 
of this c.ountry. I 11ave had an oppo:r
tunity in the Un1ited States of visiting 
sanita;ria attacl~ed to some of their 
g"re.at public institutions. I have 
gone into tl1e·se buildings; erected ·in 
a manner whicl1 does not call for 
g"reat expense. Their construction is 
ligl1t and airry, not lofty or imposinrg, 
but low and! unprententious and effi
cient fop the purposes for which they 
are intended. I have seen the pa
tients in these building.s and have no
ticed them in thei1~ ddffe·rent stages. I 

have seen patients g·o in there in the 

earliest stage8 a,nd have their wants 
ministered to by nur:ses and doctors 
with ,all the scdentific and proper me
thods of t reatment and -cure. I have 
seen 11ope upon the faces of those pa
tients; their expressions would make 
one feel that they hope in a short 
time to leave it cured. I have seen 
othe:r,.s wl1ose cases had gone so far 
before they .ente:;ed the sanitarium, 
that they were beyond r 1ecall. But 
they were there receiving the m1nis· 
trations of doctor,s and nurse·s, and 
su:ff ering·s a.nd anxieties were ·relieved 
and tl1eir li\res we-re prolonged, if not 
for lono- a.t least for a wl1ile. I have . o, 

,also visited the departments where 
tl1e convalescent patients were remov
ed. I 11ave noticed in viisiting that . 
de,partment t11e sense of thanlrfulness 

• and gratitude on the faces o.f the pa-
tients. I 11ave looked at the doctors 
a11d nuirses and have read in thei'r 
face.s triumpl1 over a .great enemy. 
Th.is I thinl{ is a great demonstration 
of what '\vould be termed combatting 
the enemy known as the great White 
Plague. I submit, Sir, that the inten
tion of the resolutions now before· the 
Cl1air is to bring .about in tl1is co,untry 
a condition of tl1ings :such as I have 
described. I look forward to· the es· 
tabliisl1ment of one: of these. hospitals 
i11 every centr·e in every district of -. 
tl1e island. I have no, doubt that 
when the time· arrives for the disposal 
of tl1ese 11ospitals that a due !t"e,gard 
will be .had fol" tl1e most desirable lo
caliti<es, and tl1e position where the 
greatest .number of sufferer,s may be 
found. But we may have confid,ence 
that those whose ·duty it may be to 
allocate theise hosi:>itals will do what is 
most rr-equire·d. We will 'have a la:rge 
1~anit:trium in St. John's, not because 
it is St. Jol1n's, but be.cause it is the 
centre and seat of Government of the 
island. T11ere must be a centre in 
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every country, and· St. John's 11appens 
to occupy that po·sition. I take it 
there is no intention on the prurt of 
Me)ssrs. Reids, the donors of this gift 
to make any distinction as reg·ards St. 
John's, but purely and! ,singly to have 
a centre 0 1r headquar,ters for th·e 
whole isla.nd. There will be a large 
sanitarium that will .a.ccommodate a 
number of p.atients. not necessarily 
all from St. John'.s. I take it that 
patients ma.y be ta.ken the1r:e, from any 
part of the island, therefore I .say that 
it is not with .the intention of giving 
St. J ohn'.s a.ny undue preference. A 
great d,eal has been said and with a 
great deal of truth with regard to tl1e 
·condition of things in this city. I 
listened to the re·marks of the Rt. hon. 
leader of the Oppo1sition as regards 
the sanitary condition of tl1is city, and 
I regret to say that I must agrea witl1 
him. Unfortunately our streets our 

' ·back streets, an·d the streets off our 
main streets aire not .a.s sanitary as 
we could wish or desire. But I claim 
that we are steadily improving, and 
that within the last 10 or 15 years a 
gJreat deal has been done in that co11-

nection, and whilst to-day the· condi
tion o.f the city is not all that could 
be d.esire,d. bye and bye we. will have 
a fairly clean and sanitary city. But 
no great reform:s could be car:ri~d out 
owing to the fact that it is impossible 
to do so witl1out money. The Municin-., 

al Council's one bugbear is, and has 
been tl1e want of funds. We all know 
what improvements could be ·done if 

we had the money. The. streets 
could be widened' and paved, and the 
by..,·streets could be kept clean and 
wholesome. But to car·ry out these 
reforms needs a -great deal of money. I 
claim that the time is now ripe when 
the managers of the affai:rs of the 
city of St. John's .should demand 1J1e 

amount necessa:ry for the carrying u~1t 

of the·se reforms, a.nd if tha.t money is 
well spent I believe it will be return· 
ed ,a hundred fold by curtailing at least 
the deatl1 rate in tl1e city and making 
'it more healthy. The time is now 
ripe when the people of this· city 
should awaken. Only the other aa-r '"~e 

had evidence of the pl1blic spirit b:X.

i.sting amo11gst us when a ·Je::-t.ain 
gentleman gladly donated the hand
some 1sum of $10,000.00, to open a park 
in the West end of the. city. The cir
cumstances are lrnown to e·very mem· 
ber of the House, .and it is a matter 
of congratulation that there is 
among·st us such ·public spirit, that 
mig11t well be emulated and followed 
up by otl1er1s, if tl1ey had the inclina
tion to ·do so, by opening up pa·rks 
and malring breathing places for the 
childr.en, wl1ere tl1e pure zephyrs of 
hea.ven ma.y cleanse· their bodies and 
minds, where they may go .a.nd enjoy 
tl1emselves to their .11eart's ·desire, and 
g·et at least some relief f1rom the con
gested city in wl1ich they a'r·e compel
letl to 'hide. That is only one instance 
of how the publici spirit is· awakening 
in our people, ·and I loolr f orwa.rd with 
confidence that in the near futu;re we 
will have many other individuals or 
corporations coming forward and copy
ing the ·example so CJreditably set by 
Bowring Bros. It has be,en contend
ed ~l1at the prope·r wa.y to fight this 
plague consumption is by waiting and 
considering· and pausing. What are 
our people going to do while we· aTe 
waiting, considering, pausing and 
tl1inking? What is to become of those 
who a.re in the fierce grasp of the 
deadly en.emy? What is the right way 

but to declare war and bring every 
force into action to annihilate the en· 
en1y? Are we going to let those who 

are a.lready afflicted with this disease 
die? Is ·there no remedy for them? Are 
We 11 ere as the custodians of the fu-
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ture or of tl1e present? Are Ol~r duties 
to the present gene-ration or to futU1re 
generations? Are our dutie.s to be· per
fo;rmed for those who ar·e· to-day in 
the grasp of this dread monster ,or are 
we to wait and see that nobody else is 
c.ontaminated? Wl1at would be thougl1t 
of the British Army when the·y fought 
the South Af1rican war, if they had 
marsl1alled their fo·rces and w.hen th.ey 
found many of their comp·a.triots bott
led up in Lady.smith and lVIafek'ing·, 
they 11ad merely fought tl1ose on the 
outside, and le.ft those inside to die? 
What would have been thought of 
Lord RobeTts by the English p8ople 
and by the whole world, if he· 11ad !Jas·
sed by Ladysn1itl1 a.nd left those inside 
tl1e beleaguered city to die? In that 
action they did what we are doing· to
day. Every possible opportunity 
was av.ailed of to go to the relief of 
those in the· g~rasp· of their enemies. 
And it is the sa.me tl1ing witl1 tl1is 

great enemy. We owe a duty 1o 

those, alread_y in tl1e ,grasp of tl1e 
ei1emy. We have a duty that vre 
sl1ould perform in no uncertain way to 
tl1ose of our fellow countrymen '"'o
n1en and -children afflicted· with this 
dis,ease, and th·a.t is the purpose of the 
resolutions introduced' by the Le:i(l(~r 

tl1e other day that I hoped the 1-I 'Juse 
would be as one on the subj2ct, s.n·l I 
regret to find tl1a t tl1e opposi tio11 to 

this resoltition lacks that sincerity 've 
would :exp·ect from tl1e gentleme11 en 
the othe:r sid,e in opposing them. It 
isn't rega.rd for tl1e deaths. of: tl1ose 
who may be afflicted tha.t act ia,ted 

them, but only a fear tl1at so1ne mo
ney of tl1e country will be spent in 

thls direction. They ·desire to throw 
cold wa.ter on this que;stion, '\v!len I 
believe tl1at right down in tl1elr 

hearts they believe in it. The iclea 
that reduction of taxation is the prop
er wa.y to figl1t t11is matter· is absu ... 1, 
and unworthy ·of the gentlem 3n ": t"o 
sit on tl1E;· otl1er side of the :Ho11se. I 
tal\:e it the people· of the count:-y (10 

not want reduced· taxation if t11e me'· 
ney is neces.sa·ry to fight this monster. 
I tal{e it that any money to be sp2nt 
will be spent with the full approb3..tion 
and approval of every r'ight thinl~•ng 
man in this. country, and ther 3fo:-.J I 
feel that the leade1· of the Opposition 
in introducing the resolutions in 
amendment of the resolution 11efore 
the Chair 'is not sincere and meirely 
wisl1e1s to baulk this movement. I feel 
that he and those associated 'vith ' . 

him will be glad to know that tl1e 
of the Government, and one 0t i l1e \vo·rk contemplated in these resolu-
reasons why I wish to endorse the:in. 
I don't wi:sh to delay the Hou\se lJ ut 

' ' 
I should' like to ask the membei·s of 
the Opposition if we are to remain 
dormant for another year. What about 
the thousand souls going to their eter-
11al home bet\veen now and this time 
next year? Are we going to let th e:11 
die without trying to save them? I ful-

tions has been carried out, and our 
actions justified throughout the is
land. I feel sure that our actions are 
right in view of the authorities that 
have bee11 quoted in support of the1n, 
and the endorsement of the present 

abo-:.1t Con1mission, who know more 
our local conditions than any 
body of men in the country. 

other 
They 

ly appr.eciate that we cannot h~.,re tl1ink tl1at Sanitaria will be a great 
these sanitaria erected and: ln ope1 a
tion in a few months, but on .~·e tl1e 
Gove:rnment gets to wo.rk the11 they 
are doing all they ca.n possibly do t\) 

stamp out this White Plag11e. ! . 3aJd 

help and assistance in fighting this 
·enemy. The A.P.C. commission has 
·done noble work The whole commu-
nity apprec.iates the wo·rk of Hon. 
John Harvey and his associates. Un-
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tiring in their efforts, ready at all rtime 
to relieve the di.stressed, their nurses 
have gone through the city as minis· 
tering angels. But all this is entire
ly inadequate, and falls far short of 
the ·remedia-1 measures whicl1 are em
bodied by tl1e resolutions now befo::e 
the Chair. The Association for tl1e 
Prevention of Consumption has done 
noble work so far as has been within 
th·eir means. and I hope tl1ey will con
tinue thei;r good work and that it will 

' be found practicable to give tl1em 
greater assistance. I hope these san
itaria will not be the mea~s of their 
gi'\ring up one iota of what they have 
been ·doing, and tl1at not alone will 

they not aba11don their work, but will 
continue .and be tl1e g~reatest help pos
sible to the sanita.ria, and that their 
combined efforts will bring about such 
a condition of things in the next 2 or 

3 or 5 yea·rs that eveiry member· in 
tl1is House will thank God tl1at he 
l1ad had the opportunity of support
ing the reisolutions wl1icl1 are now be
ing· proposed. I have therefore very 
much pleasure, Mr. Cl1a.irman, in en· 

dorsing and giving my support to the 
resolutions now before the Cl1air. 

RT. HON SIR ROBT. BOND-Mr. 

Cl1airman, I think perhaps that before 
you put the question I had better de.al 
'vith a matter to 'vhich my friend, the 
membe·r for St. John'.s West, Mr. Ben
nett ·has referred, I think under a mis· 
apprehension of the facts, namely that 
the author·ities produced by the lea·rn
ed leade!r of the Government in sup
port of these Resolutions have not 

been ·refuted. \Vell, I thought tl1at I 

had refuted them sufficiently fo·r the 
purpose of the guidance of thi.s com
mittee, but in ca.se I was. in erro~:r. 

I shall have very much plea,sure he·re 
and now in refuting them, I hope 
to the sasitfaction of my friend, not . 

as from myself but as from tl1e high· 
est possible autl1orities extant in the 
wor Id to.-day. I had in my mind 
when the ·debate clo,sed last evening 
that possibly it mig·l1t be necessary on 
my part to produce still furtl1er au .. 
tl10Tities in ·reference to the question 
of sanitaria.; and I made it my busin
ess today to procure, a copy of the 
Briti,sl1 Medical Journal, than which 
there is no 11ig·he1· authoTity, and from 
which I will quote. The British Medi
cal Journal of ·da.te the 17 September 
1910, contains a leader of very gr.eat 
importance, commenting· upon a vol· . 
ume entitled "Conque.ring Consump
tion." by Dr. Woods-Hutchinson, Pro· 
fes,sor of Clinical M·edicine in tl1e N e·w 
York Polyclinic, a main well known 
throughout ·Great Brita.in fo·r his high 
standing in tl1e Medical world. \Vhat 
doe,s tl1at journal say in comme.nting 
upon this wor1{. It says :-"This di~

tingui.shed w.rite.r, who is well known 
in England, pillo-ries all statistics r·e· 
g<:1rding tube1rculo,sis by re·minding us 
of the old Gerima.n tradition that 'Jed· 
e.;"' Mensch ist an Ende ·ein Eischen 
tuberl{ttlose.' He succinctly summar
izes tl1e difficulties of treatment when 
11e says 'The bacilli do not g.row of 

' tl1en1selves in our bodies, no·r ar·e they 
11anded down to us fr,om ou·r ances
tors. Tl1ey are alway.s imp·orted
car1ried in our food, or suck·ed in in 
tl1e a1r that we b·reathe; whirled in 
tl1e clouds of ·dust raised eitl1e·r by the 
wind or the deadly br·oom; picked up 
from floors or sidewalks upon our 
shoes, or that voluntee·r stre·et-.clean
er, the trailing skirt; carried by flies., 
or' ·dirty fing·ers, or filthy ga·rments, 
and dropped on our food o:r· in our 
milk; shot on the floor in expectora
tion. there to be crawled in by the 
children; sprayed over everything with
in three or four feet in a cough or 
sneeze; al w·ays carried somehow-
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11eveT moving· of themselves-and us .. 
ually by some hum an agency or act! 
Breal\: this link in tl1e chain and you 
stop consumption!' 

"The elaborate and prodig·iously ex-
1)ensive machinery whicl1 Dr. Latl1am 
and Mr. Garla.nd would have. us 
create seems an unweildy instrument 
for the severance of this one small 
shackle in the etiological chain of the 
disease. In his discursive and attrac
tive volume Dr. Woods Hutchinson 
advocates, as does every p·hysician 
nowaday.s, fr·esh air, sunshine, food, 
an·d :regulated exercise, but he enters 
no plea for an elaborate and State-

and their m11ltiplic.ation to any such 
extent as that advocated by Dr. Lath
am and Mr. Garland would involve, it 
seems to us, inexpedient expenditure 
in which no ratepayers would quietly 
acquiesce until tl1ey were mo.re as· 
s 11redly convinced tl1an by any argu-
1nents yet before them that "the game 
is worth the candle." 

That leader .called forth a volumin· 
ous amount of correspondence from 
the leading Medical men of Great Bri· 
tain. Let us hear what they say. I am 
novv c1uoting from the Medical Journal 
of the 25 Decen1ber (1910). First, sir, 
I quote from an article written by Dr~ 

subsidized sanitarium system. His · Karl Pea·rson to this J ou.rnal. Under 

recom1nendations are essentially prac· 
tical, as for instance, when he says: 
'The ideal ·place for the cuTe of tub
erculosis is a camp where others are 
taking the cure at the same time. 
But wl1ere this, for any rreason, is. out 
of the question, a very fair· substitute, 
giving within 15 or 20 per cent. of the 
same chances of cure, can be improv
ised in the ave.rage home.' 

"We ha.ve thus called special atten
tion to the question of the tr-eat· 
inent of tuberculosis because· it is a.t 
present very much in the air. Crus
ad·es are being pronioted throug·hout 
the country to teach the people the 
fundamental trutb1s about consump
tion, and witl1 tl1em we are in the ful-
1est sympathy. By instructing the 
working classes on the nature, beha v· 
'iour, and means ·of propagation of 
tuberculosis disorders, and by incul
cating the value of the great natural 
prophylactics, more will be done to 
limit the ·p.revalence of the ·djsease in 
future generations tl1an any curative 
n1easures, whatever they be, applied 
tq tl1ose already suffering from it. We 
are i11 no sense opponents of sanitar
iums; but tl1eir n1ission is,i11 our opin .. 
ion, e·ducative 'rather than curative, 

the heading "Sa.nitarium Treatment of 
'.Tuberculosis he .says: "Your able and 
temperate lead1er in the last issue ot 
the Medical Journal, oug·ht to e·mpha
size the point that we need further 
1{11ovvledge before large schemes of 
combating· tuberculosis are propound
ed, immense su111s of money demand
'ed for putting tl1em into existence. 
Sanitariums undoubtedly help the non· 
tuberculous by teaching the tube·rcu
lous tl1e social import::t11ce of sanitary 
be11aviour, but their· influence in les.· 
s ening the mortality of the already tu
be.rculous in a marli:ed and apprecia
able manner is open to question." 

Dr. Tl1on1as Dutton writing to the 
s :'.l.me journal in Septembe_r 24th 1910 
s.aid: -"I believe I 11ad ample· opportu
nities of forming an u11biass·sd, impa·r
tial opinion of tl1e open-air cure long 
before it became tl1e "Sanitarium treat 
ment,' and from tl1e hun·dreds of writ .. 
ings in various papers on this subject, 
I .have come to the conclusion long 
since that the curative powers of San .. 

itariums are absolutely 1ma.ginary." 
Tl1en I come to Sir· Wm. 0'8ler, one of 
tl1e most 'en1ine11t medical D.uthorities 
i 11 the \\i-orld and a Regius professor of 
tl1e University of Oxford, havlng gain-
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ed that position by his high ~tandi .. '1g 
i11 the me·dical world. Wl1a,t ·does 11e 
say o.n the s.ubject of sanitari:1.:-"Tl1e 
great majority or the· people in that 
Toom had prob1ably .somewl1ere a little 
focus of disease, but were· saved by 
tl1e natu·ral cap·acity of 11ealing. Prob
ably not ten per cent. of tl1e tubercu
lous. even under the new regulatit1·ns, 
could ever be treated in Sanitariums."'' 
Dr. A'rthur Edward Lyste.r writing in 
August 1911 s,aid: "lVIy view-and it 
has been forced on me by eleven year& 
experience-my view is that the utili
ty of the) s .a.nitarium is grossly exag
gerated, and tl1at the sanitariun1 is 
not tl1e solution of the problem. I do 
not believe the statistics published by 
sanitariums, but I ·do 1believe, and do 
know those statistics are unr'eliable 
a.nd misleading." 

Dr. J. C. lVIcWalter of Dublin say.s
"tl1e ordi11ary opinions as to sanitari-
111ns were based on fa.llacies-no prac· 
titioner l{new ·Of a ·case of tuberculosis 
which he 11a.d treate·d ten years. ago 
and '\Vhicl1 was now alive. What Hip
pocra.tes taught of tuberculosis re
mained ·unshaken for two thousand 
years . . . Institutional treatment 
was a costly fashion, and there oug·ht 
to be hesitation before placing a 
burden of fifty million,8 on the rate
payers, because the great ca.use of 
sickness was poor food and bad. hous .. 
ing." 

Dr. A. P. Reid, Provincial Hea1tl1 
officer for Nova Scotia in ''The Pub
lic Health Journal in July 1911 writes 
as follows :-"The comparative· suc
cess that was associated with sanitari
al treatment captured the laity as 
well as tl1e profession, and in common 
with others, I ass11med tha.t the· sani· 
tarium could be made the grave of 
tl1e tubercle bacillus. 

Experience. however, 11as disclosed 
inl1e·re11t defects in its present method 

of installation whicl1 militate against 
its success. 

Since tl1e establisl1ment of sanitaria 
tl1e tuberculosis deatl1 rate has dimin
ishe·d, no doubt partly due to the·m, 
but also to the great awakening of the 
g·enera.l public to the aclva.nt ::Lges of , 
fresl1 air, diet, rest, appropriate exer
cise and otl1eri .11ygienic aids which 
Vlill cure tl1e incipient and even the 
cases not too far adva.nced,. All of 
tl1ese conditions ha.ve no doubt had 
their influence in promoting the fall
ing· death rate. 

In dealing·, however, with the sani
tarium let us consider the disa,bilities 
t1nder whicl1 these institutions labor, 
n1a11y of wl1ich a.re not remf)c1iable 
and m t1st lead to their failure to ac-
complisl1 what it is assum·ad they 
can encompa.ss. Put it in otl1er: v.rorc1s 
-~heir role is very limited a.s re.gti,r0 s 

tl1e extinction of tl1e disease or the 
ct1re of a very large percentage of ~.J1e 

afflicted (explained infra) even were 
t11e cost not consider·ed 

• 

Institutional treat1nent i.s not i1ece:3-

sa:ry, for 90 per cent, of tl1e afflicted 
g·et well without knowi11g it or' making 
any special e.ffort, while· at the sa1ne 
time ·eng·a.g·ed in tl1eir usual ~:tvo~a

tions. The · re.maini11g 10 per cent. 
could recover in tl1e same way a . .t 
tl1eir own homes, and usua.l employ· .. 
ment 'if con1mon sense and scientific 
treatment were adopted in time, wl1ile 
i11 tl1eir· own homes, be{ore their sicl\:
ness was sucl1 as. to r·eq uire th•3ln to 
leave off their employment. prhfs is 
exemplified by the Dr. Phillips' (Iis~ 

pensary systen1 in Edinb·u·rgl1, ancl Dr. 
Dixon's method in Pennsylvania; tl1e 
lines tl1ey t1se n1ust be followed to 
secure .success. 

By adopting tl1is preventive treat
ment tl1ere· would in a short time be 
no advanced cases to requir9 t I'C3.t

ment in 11ospita.I or otherwise, be G::i.us1~ 
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those now existing would ei th·0r ha'l '~ 

recovered or P!a.ssed "ad majofes ·iis'' 
and tubercle carriers being reduced to 
a minim um, er:e many years tuber
culosis would be locally extinct un
les.s reintroduced. 

The strongest argument against th'-~ 

sanitarium on lines novr in '<.1..!·v.9 is 
that it contempla.tes a permane.L1t fi~.:::

ture in ou1~ social ·economy.-' 
Dr. A·rth ur Latham said-"Fresh air 

and plenty of nourisl1ing food wer·e 
important In some ca,ses, es· 
pecially with muc.h bronchitis, trea.t
ment in a S1a.nitariurn was a"tu.nl:y 
harmful." Pr·ofessor Louis vVooclJ1(~ad 

sug.gests that "those engaged i ~1 the 
educational cr11sade against consun1p
tion should not be· insistent in a par
ticula.r method. such as the sanitari
um · or dispensary. There was no uni-
vers.al panacea." 1 "'' 

1 
; ~ 

1 :f'f l ~1 '1Ti 1 I ~. I <,.o'\ ~f \\ 
' -~ 

I ·-

Dr. Ro1bert · 1vrurray L·eslie of Lo·ndon 
writes to the same Me·dical Jou·rnal 
that "at the best sanitariu.m treat
" ment was only suitable for a small 
" fraction of the cases." 

Can I produce any higher a,utl1orities 
tl1an the·se gentlemen tc- refute the 
sta.tements made by tl1e R+- hon. le.ad
er of the Governme11t in ~upport of 
tl1e I{esol utions? 

My lion frie11d, Mr. Benn8tt. aslred 
the question "Is tl1e matter t" lay dor· 
ma.nt for anotl1er year?" I s~y "No" 
and my resolutions do not propose 
tl1at; in .fact, they suggest immediate 
action. I am just as anxio11s that 
'\Vhatever action is necessary ~hould 
be talren immediately·. vVl1at w~ <iis
agree upon is tl1e method to adout In 

• 

the Government's wisdom, or w?ut of 
wisdo1n, 1they have decided upon the 
erection of sanita.ria. I acknowl"'dg·e 
t11eir g·ood motives in tl1e matter, 1Jt1t 
I say they a re mistalren a.nd I 11.?.ve 
endeavoured to pr·ove: tl1at they ~ .re 

mistaken. I l1ave endeavot1red to 

prove it by the testimony of Dr. Os.
ler, Dr. Flint, Dr. Knoff and a num
ber of other eminent medical authot· 
iti'es vvhose testimony 11as 
brougl1t to be1a..r on this. discussion. I 
am not go-ing to attribute either dir
ectly or indirectly any sinister motives 
on the part of the Government in in
troducing tJ;lese Resolution's. I pro
ceed solely on tl1e ground that they 
are in error, that they have acted in 
error fro1n firs.t to last. I maintain tl1is 
and I challeng·e contradiction. Basing 
my statement upon constitutional .n,u· 
tl1orities I say that from the first the 
·Government's, proceeding was illegal. 
I now want to point out in concluding 
2 .. ll that I have to· say on the matter 
that tl1e· Government by their passing 
of these Resolutions are establishing 
a precedent for which they may be 
sorry. The c1 uestion as to the right 
o-f the Crown to ac.cept g·ifts without 
the consent of P.arliament has. been 
fougl1t out for hundreds of ·year,s in 
tl1e Britis.h House of Commons and in 
1794 an Act vva:s, passed giving the 
House of Commons the ·controlling 
influenc.e over the Crown. This is not 
in ere .sen ti men t. A 11e we dead to 
the facts of 11istory? Are we blind to 
the rights of Parlia111ent? Are we 
jealous of the reputation and honot1r 
of the House of Commons in New
fot1ndland? L·et me read to you brierf 
extracts from speecl1es of some· of the 
g·reatest men who 11ave adorned Par· 
liament. Hear what Richar·d Brins
ley Sheridan, one of the most bril
lia .. nt lights that Parliament 'has 'ever 
se·en, ha.s to say on the c1 uestion. He 
says:-· ..- .;-· • .,. .... 

" There c1.n be no true sanctity for ·pub 
lie liberty except on the· ground that 
tl1e Crow.n ·ca.n neither take nor use 
pr operty without tl1e vote of Parlia
ment. It was not the boasted liber'
ty of E nglisl11nen merely tl1at prop·er-
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ty was secured to them, but that no 
property, however it m'ight come in· 
to the hands of the Crown. could be· 
applied, to any possible purpose, ex
c.ept such as had been p·reviously au
thorized by Parliament; and that I>'eo
ple cannot by any act of indiscre·et 
benevolence present their gifts to the 
Crown, .except through the cl1annel of 
Parliament. Would the House see the 
great and .strong fence of their lib·er· 
ties, the power of the purse, in va.ded, 
in the sligl1test manner; and would 
they say that we had any sensible. 
pr:a.cticable security fo.r any one privi
lege, if the Crown had resources, in
dependent of the people." 

What did Lord Coke say? My leg·al 
friends opposite will apprecia.te the 
force of the wisdom of that great Con
stitutional lawyer·. He ·says: "Contri
butions to the Crown never can be 
voluntary. Some give through pride; 
others tl1rough fear and some in the 
·expectation of titles or other personal 
interest." 

Fox, no less a light than Sheridan, 
says "I look upon every gift to tl1e 
Crown a.s an injury to the Constitu
tion. Suppose that the House of Lo·rds 
were to of.fer out of their private 
pocl{ets to contribute to the exigen
cies of His Majesty's g·overnment, 
'vould you not spu1"n tl1e proposal as 
an encroachment upon your rights." 

I deny tl1a.t your proposed legisla
tion is legitimate. I deny that you 
will act either prudently or constitu
tionally if yot1 press this measure. You 

may act legally now but not constitu
tionally. \tVhat ·did the present Lord 

Cl1ancellor declare only a little while 
ago: "Tl1e difference betwe·en what 
can be done accor·ding· to tl1e la,w, and 
in acco1'dance with the. constitution, is 

notor'ious and fundamental." So in 
the pres.ent case Go ahead! 

' 

MR. DEVEREAUX.-! rise for the 
purpose of supporting tl1e Resolutions 
before the Chair. Notwithstanding all 
that has been so eloquently 1said by 
the Rt. 11on. leader of the Opposition, 
11e still leaves me unconvinced that 
tl1e Government has done wrong in 
accepting 'from any man or body of 
men a gift tl1at wtll eventt1ally be the 
means of saving the lives o~· hundreds 
of our own people. The Rt. hon. gent· 
leman has been living for the paet 
fe\.v days in tl1e time of Walpole when 
·every politician was suppos.ed to have 
11is price. To-day we are in tl1e ear
ly part o~ the twentietl1 century, in 
an active, strenuous age when men in 
public life are incapable of doing the 
actions that have been insinuated by 
my Rt. hon. friend. Is it that his 
brigl1t intellect is losing its grip'? Is 
it possible that the brilliant leader of 
the Opposition is incap·a.ble to-day of 
grasping intellectually the whole of 

the great question now before us? He 
11as produced a few authorities, one 
or two of whom are certainly eminent, 
but is it not possible that they might 
11a v e been influenced by some motives 
lil{e my Rt. hon, friend in making 
tl1eir declarations? He began his open· 
ing speech with a.n animadver,sion of 
those who in the l{indness of their 
he2.rts have g"iven the people an op
portunity of arising and taking to 
t11en1sel ves a new lease of life. He 
talks of. ozone and tl1e pure fresh air 
a·s a cure. We have ha·d ozone for 
the past three hundred years but we 
want more than that. We want our 
people in the outports to be educated 
in these matters so tl1at they may 
learn to realize and appreciate what 
the Government is about to do in the 
\Vay of sanitaria. We l{now and all 
tl1ose 'vho mingle with the people 
k11ow what strong prejudices tho.::'e of 
our people 11ave who a.re in rap'id d~· 

• 
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cline, and how hopeless they fe'el 
when once tl1is disease· fastens itself 
t1pon tl1em. We must eclucate· tl1em to 
take such Ineasures as are necessary 
to restore them to health, and this can 
only be done by a policy such as that 
contemplated by the Government. If 
tl1e people understand fuliy tl1e na
tional character of this splendid gift 
of the Reid Company and ifi we can 
instil into their minds tl1at there is 
hope for recovery of those in sickness\ 
if tl1ese institutions are established, 
t11en we shall gain the end that we 
l1a1re in vjew. If you go to any of the 
villages outside St. John's and enter 
into a hon1e in which one 01"' two a·re 
afflicted with tl1e disease you will 
find how hopeless they seem.. Even 
t11e relatives seem convinced that no-
·thing can be done for them. If a 
ss..nitarium is erected in tl1e district 
witl1 proper eciuipment and two or 
three are talten tl1ere a11d by skilled 
medical treatment at tbe hands of the 
doctor or a first class nurse are cur· 
ed of tl1e disease, will it not renew 
hope in the h earts of our people a.nd 
lead them to believe that it is· pos
sible to be cured? 

We know tl1e condition of . our peo
ple wl10 are suffering from the disease 
and how tl1ey suffer because they are 
in many cases unable to obtain medi
cal assistance. '\V'ill it not be a glori
ous thing· if a sanitarium is placed in 
each district?, Will it not pay the col
ony 'if only fifty men of thirty years 
of a.ge were saved by the whole num
ber of Sa11itaria? As a matter of fact 
many . will ·be saved and the gain to 
the country in this way will more than 
offset any expenditure. 

In his speech yesterday tl1e leader 
' of the qpposition sl1owed his animosi-

ty to tl1e Reids a.nd atte1npted to 
pro\re that tl1 8 sanitaria would be of 
no benefit to tl1e people. He forg·ot 

tl1at a h 11ndred and forty thousand 
people would be reading what he had 
to say in ·reply to the noble words of 

the hon. ·Prime Minister. We must con 
stder above everything else the health 
of ou.r people and it is idle to say 
that Consumption is not widely spread 
tl1roughout tl1e island. The man that 
makes the assertion to this country 
does no t understand what he is say
ing or else 11e has not been in touch 
'vitl1 the people and knows nothing of. 
the lives of those outside a small cir· 
cle. If my Rt. hon. friend will ask 
Hon. John Harvey he will give him 
ev'idence strong enough to convince 
him. Mr. I-Iarvey l\:nows, fo.r' 11e was 

the first to take an active part in fight 
ing the sp.read of the disease. All hon
Ollr to hirn for 11is efforts. The leader 
of the Op1)osition said that he himself 
initiated tl1e f·igl1t against it, but when 
the Prin1e Minister questioned him as 
to what he 11ad done, what do we fin·d? 
We found that he sent out six hun· 
dred pamphlets describing the dis-
·ease ancl warning the people of the 
dangers that brought it about, and I 
have no doubt that he stood up in his 
place in tl1e House at that time and 
hope·d that the people would be gra.te· 
ful to him for that. What the leader 
or the Opposition did amounted to no
tl1ing and the only ma.n who did any
tl1ing in the matte.r previo·us to the 
giving of these sanita·ria was Mr. Har .. 
vey. It was not altogether n1anly on 
tl1e part of the leader of the Opposi· 
tion to try to take away f.rom Mr. Har
vey the pra.ise that is due him. 

SIR ROBT. BOND.-That is abso· 
I utely incorrect and Mr. Harve·y know;s 
'it for he was pres@.nt wl1en I made my 
remarks. 

MR. DEVEREAUX.-! mus,t ask to 
be allowed to continue without being 

i11 terrupted. 
SIR ROBT. BOND-You must speak 

• 
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tl1e truth, then. 
MR. DEVEREAUX.-It is not fair 

for a member with my hon. friend's 
parliamentary experience to interrupt 
me in this way. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBT. BOND,-I 
.shal,l not make any interruption a.s 
long a.s my hon. friend tells the truth. 
If not, I shall give him what 11e d& 
.serves. 

MR. DEVEREAUX.-Mr. Chairman, 
as a member of this House I am i:iot 

going to be brow-beaten by anybo·dy 
arid I ·shall maintain my rights of d~ 
bate as well as :he will. I am i1.Jre 'c 
represent the people. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBT. BOND.-You 
rep·resent yourself very well. You got 
$1,800 last year from the Government. 

MR. DEVEREAUX.-! have to say, 
Sir, that I will not be dictated to by 
the hon. member, or any other mem
ber of this I-louse, no matter i~1 he has 
read 1V1ay's Parliamentary Practice, 
and comm'itted it to memory. I rep·re-

·Sent here a free people, and. I am pre
pared to maintain thei.r ·rights at any 
cost. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Yes, you 
have well represented yo11rself, you 
g·ot $1800 a year. 

MR. DEVEREAUX-Well what about 
you. You did not scruple to take $750 

for sitting on the Hospital Commis
sion., and you gave $500 to the then 
leade.r of the Opposition to close his 
mouth. I am surprised that such an· 
imus has been brought into this de,.. 
bate by the Rt. hon. gentleman, \V]10 

ha.s had an experience in this House 
of over 30 years, and 'if a young me.m
b'er says anything that is not in acc·ord
ance· with May's Parliamentary Prac· 
tice, surely 11e ma.y be excused, by his 
lack of experience as to the procedure 
i11 this House. I say that he did not 
initiate the campaign a.g·ainst .con
sumption in this cot1ntry, as he claim .. 

ed to have done. He did not give 
11onour to whom honour belonged. He 
did not give that pra.ise to the Hon. 
John Harvey that was his due. When 
Mr. Harvey entered this chamber :yes
terda.y after11oon, 11e gave him a cer· 
tain meed of1 praise, but he did not 
mention his name previously. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Your 
sta.tement, Sir, is absolutely untrue. I 
call t1pon you to retract it. 

MR. DEVEREAUX-I am not here, 
Sir, to ·state an untruth deliberately. 
The hon. membe.r has been Prime 
l\1inister of this Colony for nearly ten 
years. He has had an experience of . 

30 years. a.nd he came into this House, 
with the brightest prospects, splendid-

. ly educated,almost a millionaire. Since 
that time up to now he has taken 
nearly $100,000 from the coffers of 
this colony as salary, notwithstanding 
his personal wealtl1,and he talks about 
the paltry salary that I have received. 
How it grieves him, because he cannot 
prevent it. I am not ashamed to pro· 
tect myself, and I am not going to 
be deterred by any threats from the 
Rt. 11on. member from speaking what 
is in my mind regarding any measure 
that comes before the House. It is un· 
fair to use such threats • 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-The hon. 
n1ember is entirely incorrect. I s.aid 
that if he continued to inake such un .. 
true statements, I would tal{e steps to 
protect myself. I am not going to 
allow him or anyone else to make un
true statements regard'ing me. 

MR. D1EVEREAUX.-1VIr. C·hairman, 
if I have said a.nything· that may be 
positi.vely untrue regarding the Rt. 
IIon. m.ember, I gladly withd·raw it. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-That is 
satisfactory. I give you my absol11· 
tion and benediction. 

MR. DEVEREAUX-The :r·e.solutions 
before the Cl1air, Sir, are of tl1e great-

• 
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est impo:rtance- to the people of this 
Colony. No country would dare to 
trif1le with a gift so large as tl1is, and 
given so generously by the Reids, and 
I think tl1at the c.riticism which has 
been made against the government 
for receiving these gifts, is totally un
fair and unpatriotic. The Govern· 
ment is only asking fo.r powe:r to ac
cept sanitaria, and when tl1ey are 

l 

erected, I hope and trus.t tl1at the Op-
position · will visit tl1em, and having 
regard to ·the calm judic:ial mind of 

the Rt. hon. leader of· the Opposition, 
I think that tl1ey will be able to say 
with him that they are the f)est in
stitutions that 'could h9..ve been estab· 
lished for the benefit of all the peo~ 
ple in this colony. I have much plea· 
sure in supporting the Resolutions 
and s'incerely h.ope that the gene.rous 
donors' g·J:-t will be fully appreciated 
in the years to come even by the f·ew 
wl10 now oppose sanitaria for reasons 
only too ob,r'ious. · 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-Mr. 
Chairman, before the qt1estion is put 
tl1ere a);'e one or· tvvo points I sha'uld 
like to refer to, and it \vill incl11de ov
erythirlg 1that I intend to say in re
lation to t11is matter. This is the third 
day that \Ve have been debating this 
questicn, bt1t I do ncit think that the 
ti1ne has been lost, that all our work 
will be in vain. A great deal of in
formation · has been given in relation 
to this whole question of tuber·culosis · 

' and altl1ot1gh considerable difference 
of opinion prevails 11ere and outside 
it seems impossible, at least as far as 
\Ve are concerned, to try and recon
cile those <?l)inions. \Ve might go on 
till tl1e Judg·me11t day and yet not be 
able to reconcile ,the vario11s views 011 

ft.his questic11, bnt being· practical n1en 
' 

practical politicians, with public re-

sponsibilities resting upon 

l1ave to c1eal witl1 n1atters as 

us, 

\Ve fi11d 

tl1e1n, and to try and provide the best 
me1thods to cope with any question 
tl1at arises · from time to time. 

Now what is the effect of these Re
solutions? They do not commit this 
House to rthe expenditure of one dol· 
lar. They only affirm the principle 
that the Government · may build sani
taria, 11ospitals, dispensaries, out of 
any mo11eys that may be voted from 
time to rtime by this Legislature. We 
n1ay not be called upon (o-day, to-mor
rovv, or any time, to vote this money. 
vVe only affirm the principle that the 
Governor-in-Council ·henceforward may 
out of a11y moneys it.hat they may re
ceive, build and construct sanitaria, 
hospitals, etc., or take over any that 
may be bt1ilt. N O\V as regards the as
sertion that iit was only after the 
Hot1se met that those . Resolutions 
\.~vere dra~11 up. All I have to say to 
that is this, that the Solicitor of the 
House had instructions to draft these 
Resolutions when the gift was accept
ed. The Government recognized -itl1at 
it vvo11ld be perfectly idle for them to 
accept the gifts ii this ·Legislature did 
not grant the power and authorirty to 
take them over. There is not a bit 
of use quibbling 0T1er this. As regards 
the constitutional question raised. I 
have only rto say now, as I said before, 
that all the arguments brought for
,·vard as to the right of the state to 
accept gifts, do nort apply to this sort 
of gift at all, and no authority can bo 
produced to deal with the gifts of the 

l 

nature of these sanitaria. 

A grerut deal of the trouble seems to 
be in the name, and if \Ve had called 
them hospitals or dispensaries, in
stead of sanitaria, we would not have 
had half the objections raised. Now 
the large sanitaria in use in the United 
States, i11 Germany and in England, 
are entirely different to what we pro
pose. We purpose to have a small sani
tarium in each district, and the Hon. 
member for Twillingate, l\tir. Clift, 
vvl1ose speecl1 \Vas remarlrable for its 
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soundness and common sense, "\Vas the 
.only one \vho touched in the whole 
debate upon the financial aspect of 

·the Q,ues-tion. I-Ie wanted to l{now 
: what these sanitar'ia would cost 
·to · operate. It is a very . p·ro-
per c1uestion and a very pertinent one. 

· He gave us so1ne figures of his O\Vn. 
He took the L11natic Asylun1 for com
parison, and said that the cost of each 

' pa1tient in that institution was about 
$300 a year. I think that is about 
correct; and he estimated that if we 
had 100 patients i11 St. John's, at the 
rate of $300 a patient, that would be 

· $30,000. Then he estimated t11at tl1e 

places then can be used for other pur
poc~s, places where tl1e members can 
speak ''rhen they go around every 4 

years to visit their constituents. Burt 
\-Ve ho1)e to make t1se of them. We 
l1ope to put a properly qt1alified nt1rsD 
in every one of them, to have a daily 
visit from a doctor·, and ·regular vi:sits 
of a properly trained specialist; and 
if it costs $80,000 or $100,000, it will 
only cost rthat if tl1e patients are there. 

I do not thinl{ that the Hon. mem
ber for Twillingate did himself jus
tice whe11 lie quoted to the House pas
sages from rthe reports of the Com
mission of Public Health, Mr. Harvey 

16 sani1taria in the districts contain- and others. One of the reports \Vas 
· ing 10 patients each would cost about against sanitaria, but why did he not 
· $48,000. To tl1is he added $5,000 for quote the other two reports of the 
extras, making the total cost about Commission? Now whrut are the facts? 
$83,000 a year. Then he asked, "Can There are three reports. The first 
you cast tl1is burden on the public?" report is in favor of sanitaria. That of . 
The Hon. member v1as very pronounc- · 1909. Anyone that reads that report 
ed on rthis phase of tl'le question and to will find ·that it srtrongly recommends 

· substantiate his position quoted from sanitaria. Here is what the report 
I-Ion~ John Harvey's 1910 report which says: 
he clai1ned \Vas against sa11itaria; but 
he forgot to quote that 1V1r. Harvey 
poi1'11ted out in l1is report that 've are 
losir1g $160,000 a year on account of 
the 5,000 persons who 11ave died from 
the" disease during the past seve11 
years. . If iny learned frienc1 quotes 11is 

· Genesis, lie cannot leave out the Re
. velations in the other part. If the 

· · gospel is good ii1 one 11arit, it shculd 
be good in the other. J\'.Ir. Harvey says: 

, "During these seven years, 5,369 per
sons altogetl1er . su'Ccumbed to con
sumption. No\v if these 5,369 perso11s 

· were alive to-da.y, as they should be, 
they would be each paying $30 per 
annum to the Reven11e. These 5,369 
persons would be contributing in all 
$160,000." 

There's the answer then. That is 
how we are going to get tl1e mo11ey. 

· But let me go further. If tl1e hon. 
gentleman's arg·u·ment is correct, and 
that consumption is not rife, then there 

t . 
\Vlll b·e no ·consumption to treat. These 

"'I,l1e Commission have come to the 
conclusion, so far as their present de
liberations have carried them, that 
sor.ae attempt at sanitariun1 treatment 

· of incipients ought to be tentatively 
made at once," and in their general re· 
com1nendations they say, "(e) that 
a trial be made at once to test the 
practical ,-ulue of sanitarium treat
n1ent here." 

That is tl1e first report. Why is 
that not quoted? No"\v -vvl1at happens? 
Dr. ICeegan goes hon1e on business, 
partly private and partly public, and 
he is asked to look into this matter, 
and no doubt he looked into it to a 
certuin exte111t. A11d his findings are 
included in the second report, that of 
1910. Dr. Keegan is not pronounced 
against sanitaria but points out some 
of the difficulties rthero may be of get
ting people into them. That one, the 
report of 1910, was the only one quot
ed by my ho11. friend; and to have 
bee11 fair in his critcisn1s he should 
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have quoted them- all. 
Novv we lrnow some1tl1ing of t11e cost 

of sanitaria, for we have had a little 
experience in tl1is line, for during the 
past ')rear an institution along similar 
lines has been conducted here in St. 
John's, the hospital on Signal Hill be
ing utilized and in charge of Dr. Camp
bell, and according to Dr. Campbell's 
report, which I have already q11oted 
from, the1~e were 68 cases treated, at 
a cost of $6,200, including all salaries
doctors, nurses, medicines, etc. 

I have listened with a great deal of 
interest to the authorities quoted by 
th·e Rt. Hon. Leader of the Opposition, 
and through his courtesy I hope ito 
have an ,opportt1nity of lool~ing 

through tl1em, and I am quite satisfied 
that when I ha\re read the whole text 
of the authorities quoted I shall find 
as mucl1 argument in favor of as 
against sanitaria. 

All the arguments that can be· put up 
amount to notl1ing, because you can 
get argi1ments a11d authorities to sub
stantiate any case. We ca11 get at1th
ority to support any provisio11, and that 
is the reason \Ve have Cot1rts of A1J
peals, Privy Councils, whose whole 

~-
. , 

is 'vrong, that Go''lernor MacGr.egor and, 
• J -~ 

all tl1e other authorities rthat have been 
quoted here are all vvrong; tl1at 5,600 
people l1ave i1ot died during the past 
se\ren years, and that 5,600 are not 
i1ow getiting ready · to di~. Well, if it is 
true that '\Ve have no tuberculosis at. 
all, then, as I have said tl~ere will be 
no necessity to use this vote and l\1r. 
Re_id's sanitaria and any other sani
taria contributed by anyone else and 
built by this or a succeeding Govern
n1ent will Jnerely continue to serve as 
a - monument to a genuine desire on 
the part of authorities and philanthro
pists ·to do good for rthe people. I hope 
the day v1ill co1ne "'Nhen this vote will 
b~ removed fron1 our Statutes; when 
there '\vill no longer be a necessity 
for a tuberculosis i1ote; and I hope 
that day is nort far off. And I hope 
that, as I have said, these- sanitaria 
instead of serving tha:: purpose nlay 
be used as village hospitals--Outport 
or District Hospi1tals, used ~or acci
·dents, used for lying-in ho~es for 
poor \vomen, as hospi1tals for cl1ildren 
and for all tl1e thol1sand and one ills 
that flesh is heir to. I hope the day will 
co1ne wl1en there \Vill be no need to 

time is taken up reversing the decis- . cure our consumptives, and no need 
ions of other co11rts. for thait vote. We are violating no 

I have no fear, Mr. Chairman, as to la\v to-night in passing these Resolu
the result of the worlr we are entering tions. l\1y learned friend quoted with 
on. We c:annot put back the hands of effect a staten1e11t made by a Lord 
the clock. No matter who may sue- Chancellor that what is legal is not 
ceed us here the vote for tuberculosis , always constitutional. I think that 
will go on a11d increase, like the edu-
cation vote, the vote for the relief of 
the poor, the Old Age Pensions, rthe 
Lighthouse Votes, and all other re-
1nedial and beneficial legislation. You 
will not be able to stop it and who-
ever is here in five or six or seven 
years time will find those on this side 
of the House pleading for a further 
vote and extension in relation to this 
matter, and those on the other side of 
ithe House criticising as they do now, 
saying there is no Tuberculosis, that 

-Mr. Harvey is wrong, that Dr. Brehm 

was about it. But the constiitution of 
this co11ntry is what vve make it with
in these walls. Remember that. That 
is the Constitution. The Constitution 
of England to-day is wl1at the Parlia· 
n1e11t of England mal\:es it to-day. We 
in this Assen1bly are the Judges · of 
our Constitution. Tl1e majority of 
this Legislature makes rthe Constitu
tion of this country. It does not lie 
\vith us to i11 any '\<vay lessen or de
tract from our powers in that respect. 
We can rtake a gift from a Carnegie, a 
Reid, a Rhodes or a Strathcona or 

• 
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anybody else. Gifts to the submerg
ed classes are not the class of gifts 
referred to by the old authorities in 
the days of the Charleses when large 
nlonopolies were given a way merely 
to raise the wind or for some other 
worse reasons or worse purposes. 
J\'.fonopolies were given to individuals 
and laws had to be passed to prevent 
the public rights from being barter.ed 
away. There is no analogy \\711atever. 
No one ever questioned the right of 
Strathcona to send his 11orses out Ito 
South Africa when the Empire was 
in peril. Some persons may say there 
\Vas a right to do it, that Parliament 
allowed it rto be done. That is quite 
right. That is where Parliament comes 
in, and day after day whittles away 
these old cobwebby enactments made 
centuries ago when there was a reas
on for making them. vVhat do we find 
today. We find the Governor of this 
Colony and Governors of other British 
Colonies on Rhodes Scholarship Com
mittees, acting in relation to tl1at gift 

• 

of the late Cecil Rhodes. That is not 
done without the approval of the Sec
retary of State for the Colonies. No 
one ever criticised that gift. 

SIR ROBERT BOND.-That was a 
gift to a University. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-It 
was a g'ift to the B.ritisl1 Empire. That 
• • • is my op1n1on. 

SIR ROBERT BOND,_ Apparently 
the Hon. Prime Ministe.r has for got
ten that it was a gift placed into the 
hands of three trustees. 

RT. HON. PRIME rllll\JISTER-I h~p
pen to know all about it, and I say it 
was a g·ift rto the Britisl1 Empire. 

SIR ROBERT BOND-It was noth
ing of the l{ind. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-The 
.crown .ad\opted it,becau,se it is controll
ed by a Committee appointed by the 

Crown,and the Governo.r of ·each < .1olony 
is a member ofi each Committee. I ,.vill 
undertake to say· that that was not 

without the app,roval of the Secretars 
of State. Now. M.r. Chairman, I cite 
this not as a concrete case in point, 
but merely as an 'illustration of the 
whittling away of those old nonsensi
cal ideas that existed a century ago. I 

wish we had more Rhodes in New
fot1ndland. I ""\Vish vve had more men 
wl10 would not tie their purses, .but 
would do something for the country 
and the people. 

SIR ROBERT BOND .. -Hear, hear .. . 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-
We need inore men who regard 
their wealth as something given them 
as trustees for the people and the 
countries in which they live. We want 
more Carne,gies and Rhodes an·a 
Strathconas and Reids. 

Now Mr Chairman I do not know . ' 
I need .labour the matter any further. 
I rose really to reply to the Hon. mem
ber for Twillingate, Mr. Clift, who, I 
think it fair to say raised a most im.
po.rtant point in his question as to 
what these Sanitar.ia would cost. Well, 
i1ow, they will cost whatever this Le,gr 
islature wishes! Each sanitarium can 
cost a thousand dollars a year or you 
can spend ten thousand. When · they 
are put up in each ·district it will be 
f 1or this Legislature to come in here 
and say what we can afford to spend 
o,n them. We may come in here a,nd 
say we can only afford to spend five 
hundred ·dollars a year on each of 
tl1em. We may. say we 03.n only afford 

• 

to put a trained nurse in each, an·d let 
her do the best she can. We· may go 
furthe·r and say we are p,repared to 
g·ive a contribution to the local Doc .. 
tor and turn this place in to a dispen
sary where the p,eople , can come and 
get a.dvice. That may cost one thou
sand dollars. Then we may be pre
pared to .go further .and spend two 
thousand dollars on each. Or you can 
go on and treat 100 persons at 'the 
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cost or $8,000, basing it on tl1e cost 
of the 70 patients treated by D.r. 
Campbell last year in St. John's, at a 
cost of $8,000. It really depen·ds on 
what we are p·repared to ·spend. You 
inay treat 60 or 70 or 80 or 100 pa· 
tients. Take the case of the Gen.er
a! Ho·spital. Hundreds of people 
went through that Hospital last yea.r. 
We have ·down there to-day a staff of 
90 people including the doctors and 
fo.rty five trained nurses. There are 
five or six doctor.s besides the traiP.Ad. 
nurses and servants, and there must 
be some thousands. of· people going 
in .and out of that institution, and the 
whole thing last year cost $50,000. 
That was what the· Legislature voted. 
Now if we can spend $50,000 on the 
treatment of consumptives, I think we 
shall be doing :some good. 

Mr. Chairman, before I sit down I 
should like to draw the attention of 
the Leader of the Opposition to the 
wording of the amendment that he 
proposes to submit. It is in regar·d to 
the statement of Sir William Mac.-
Grego·r. I do not think it is fair to 
quote 11im here without putting in 
the whole of what he said. In the 
amendn1ent proposed there is nothing 
put in except "In the first place I 

wa.rn you against the idea of Sani· 
taria." Now if he we·re not a medical 
man it would not be s.o serious. But 
being a medical man hP. ir.ay some 
day g·o baclr to the pra:ctise of his 
p,rofession, and I ·do not think it r'i.ght 
that he should g·o on record as mak
ing a statement that he was a.gai.nst 
sanitaria. If it is desirable to put 
his opinions on record I submit that 
the whole of the statement m'.ld~ on 
that occasion in his sPe·ech be:ore the 
Tuberculosis Committee meeting on 
June 1st 1906 should be ins·erted. 
Wh,at 11e said was this. In the first 
place he warned not the L,eg·islature, 

not the Government, but the Society 
against Sanitaria, and the reason he 
w·arned the Society was "that your 
funds will be eaten up with one sani· 
tarium.'' 

There is no word against sani~ 
taria there, except that h.e tell~ the 
So·c.iety tb.'at they cannot defray th·e 
cost of putting up· and operating 
them. He tells th.em that they will 

have to get some pe.rson to put them 
up. Now to take a single sentence 
out of that paragr.aph and put it in a 
State document is, I submit, not 
what should be done, and I would sug

gest to the Hon. member that the 
whole paragraph should be inserted, 
especially in view of the f 1act that on· 
Iy a yea1· before, when this Tube,rcu~ 

losis A ssoc.iation was .started, with Mr. 
Harvey in the Chair, in the pres·ence 
of the Lord Bishop of N ewfoundlan·d, 
the l\1ayo.r of the City, the Archbishop 
of St. John's, the Rev. Dr. Curtis and 
a very large number of other people, 
the Governor recommended sanitaria. 
On that occa:sion he said "I recom- · 
mend you to have a sanitarium." 1 
have no personal interest in th'is mat
ter wl1atever beyond a desi.re to have 
done only that which is right and 
fair. 

RT. liON. SIR ROBERT BOND.

lVIr. Ch.airman, I have followed closely 
what the Leader of the Government 
l1as laid down as his inte.rpretation of 
tl1e speech or Address of Sir William 
MacGreg·or, and I am not prepared to 
admit the cor,rectness of1 his. interpre·
tation by a.ny means. It is alleged by 
iny learned friend that this address 
"ras confined to the Association fo·r 
the Prevention of Tubercuiosis, and 
being· confined to tha.t Association, 
then h'is remarks had .special ref e·r· 
ence to the allocation which that As· 
sociation had provfded for it. · Why, · 

Sir, his address wa:s delivered at a 
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public meeting of ·the Association. It lie could not change. It is no crime 
was a public a·ddress, an address not 
only to the Association, but · to the 
public '~'lho were there present. 
If Sir William had said to 
the Association that "S.anitaria a,re 
beyond your means as an Association," 
then there wo11ld be some fo.rce· in 
the · Prime Minister's argument; but 
he spoke not to the Association, but 
to every man woman and child pres
e11t and said, . "I "\Varn you against ithe 

esta.blishment of sanitaria in this 
country, because they are beyond your 
n1eans." At any rate that is my posi· 
tion. Howev·e·r, if my learned friend 
intends to support my resolution 1 

' shall make a.ny amendment he sug· 
gests. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-I will 
vote against it anyhow; because you 
are doing a thir:d pa.rty· an injury. 

RT. HON. SI~ R. BOND-I have no 
Ol)jection, if the Committee desires it 
to ins·erting the wo·rds "beyond your 
means." I will not go any further, 
because the insertion of the whole 
paragraph might be misleading unless 
the whole pamphlet were inserted. If 
the Hon. Prime Minister will support 
the a.men·dment I am prepared to 
n1eet him half way. If1 not I a.nd my 
friends will tak.e the whole ;responsi .. 
bility for it. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-The 
only obj-ection I have is that you P·Ut 
Si.r William MacGreg·or on record as 
be·ing a,gainst Sanitaria. 

RT. HO~J. s:R R. BOND-AllO\V me 
to l)Oint out rthat ii1 11is former speecl1 
he said he was in favour of sa11itaria; 
and then a.fte1~ twelve months; dot1bt· 
less after the perusal of the 
opinions of abler n1en than him
self, he gave this second opinion 
as far a.s this C·olony is concerned._, It 
is only a ·fool that does not change 
his m'ind. It wol1ld be an insult to say 

• 

to say tha.t he gave one opinion one 
year and a ·different one a year after. 
vvThy, Sir, if th.at \Vere so, if a inan's 
opinion were .not to change with the 
increasing wisdom of the years, we 
\vould be at a standstill altogether. 
If jrou look tl1rougl1 the vvhole vvorld 

of genera.I science it is a histo.ry o~ 
chang·e after change. Why, Sir, th·e 
highest authorities in medical sciien.ce 
have changed their opinions time 
and again. Ta,k.e the attitude of med .. 
ical men in regard to Tuberculosiis. 
The leading physicians in London 
and Europe we·nt to Davos to raise a 
monument to Koch, the discovere·r of . 
the tuberculosis germ. After listenin.g . 
to Dr. Koch they broke up· the· me·e.t.1-
ing and refttsed to ·e.rect the monu .. 
1nent, ·showing that in a f1ew hours 
they ·Changed their opinions. As I have 

sa.id the history of medical science 
is a. history of changes. To-day it ap ... 
proves certain things and to .. morrow 
:it conde,mns them. Apart from sur~e.ry . 

the whole m·edical science is experi· 
mental:-expe1rimentin.g on the poor 
unfortt1nate human system. There is 
no question about that, whether the 

medical gentlemen like it or not. 
There is no crime Sir,I submit,against. 
Sir William MacG.regor or a.gainst ev
en greater men, in sayin,g that they 
a·re capable of changing their opini
ons. I 11ave no intention or desire to 
be unfair to Si.r William MacGregor, 
or anyone else, and I have· no objec
tion to putting in the words, "Because 
they are beyond your means." 

RT. I-ION. PRIME MIN ISTER.-My 

lea.rued frie11d entirely misconceives my 
point, doubtless uninte·ntionally. He 
has given us a very interesting ad-
dress on the mutability of human· af
f,a,i,rs; but it has nothing to do with 
the case. I was not discussing that 
point. What I contended was that· it 

• 
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was not fair to tal{e a single sentence 
out of a paragraph and put it in 8 .. pub
lic document. I say Sir William 

• • • 
l\1acGregor had the same op1n1on in 
1909 as i~ 1908. I said tha.t the 
wording of the paragraph showed 
that. The whole context of the par· 
agraph s,hows that, if it shows any
thing at all. So far as I am conce.rn· 
ed I am not g'oin.g any further into· it. 
I intend to vote against the amend
ment. I am only speal\:ing of tl1e in~ 

justice ·done to a thir·d party. Sir Wil
liam MacGregor is a professional 
man, and a.nyone tal{ing up that reso· 
lution would -- be entirely misled by it, 
whereas if1 you insert the whole par
agraph it would not be the case. What 
opjection can there be to puttin,g in 
tl1e whole par1a.graph. Is the Rt. hon. 
gentleman afraid to do it? Does he 
thinlr he will not get as much comfort 
out ·of the whole paragraph as out of 
a single sentence? It ca11 remain as 
it is as far as I a,m concerned. It is 
good ·enough for me and those sup· 
porting tl1e Resolutions be:,ore the 
Chair. I have only pointed it out in 
the interest of a third part) ... 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-That is my 
learned friend's; opinion; · but surely 
he does, not · put his opinion forward 
as superior to that of everybody else. 
I 11a ve gone tl1rougl1 that paragraph 
and consider n1yself just a.s competent 
to give a11 opi11ion as he is. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-Yet 

you object to my appeal to put in the 
whole paragraph. 

RT. I-ION. SIR R. BOND-It is an ap
peal in which the Hon. gentleman is 
not interested. He has told the Com· 
mittee that he has no intention of 
supporting our Resolution, . theref·ore 
he is not interested. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE-

Mr. Chairman, permit me to 
your attention to tl1e clock. 

draw 

lVIr. Parsons left tl1e Chair. 

Mi.. Parsons resumed the chair at 
• 

8 o'clock. . . 
HON. MIN. OF FINANCE . AND 

CUSTOMS-Before the passing of 
tl1ese Resolutions, lVIr. Chairman, I 
think it my duty as a repre·sentative 
of six thousand people to a·dd a word 
to this ·deb:ite. The Resolutions have 
now been before the House for three 
days and open to the criticism invited 
by the Gove.rnment when bringin.g 
them down. It was recognised that 
criticism would be offered, and there 
was no desire to shirk it. The Gov
ernment are p.repard to .stand by their 
record in this matter. These Reso· 
lt1tions stand for a policy prompted 
by a desire to ,relieve human suffe~ 
ing, to check the ravages . of the dis.
ease Known as Consumpti.on or De
cline. One criticism is that the 
country is not in a positio·n to grapple 
with such a mea.sure, being too poor, 
so to speak. I have followed the 
·discussion thus fa.r with much atten· 
tion, but have se,en little effort made 
to meet the principal fact, namely, 
tha.t the ravages of this disease are 
such as to compel some action. I 

care . not as an individual . member of 
this House wl1at it will cost to pr.o· 
vide a remedy, fo:r if the lives we an
nually lose through Consumption 
were caused by the lacl{ of Light
l1ouses and Fog Alarms, the·re would 
be a standing agitation for such safe

gt1ards to be provided; or if they were 
lost by Smallpox or Choie·ra there 
would be a 1similar ttgitation to stamp 
out the disease at a11y cost. The 
1dangers1 to our seafaring population are 
not to be compared to those 
which threaten them from this dis-
ease, a.n.d. all the ravages of 
Dipl1theria, Small:rox and sin1ilar m~l
adies the 1)asit 11alf century would not 
total more tl1an tl1e annual loss from 
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Consumption. It is, tl1erefore, im.per
ative for the Government to take 
some action in rthe matter now, for the 

• 

figures quoted by the Premier prove 
that we are losing one thousand people 
a year from this disease. Tl1erefore, 
I say, that if I were told such a loss 
\Vas caused by want of fog alarms and 
lighthouses what would be thought of 
me if I advanced the argument in re
ply that, "it cannot be helped; vie 
cannot afford to save them." I repeat 
in this case, as I would in ithe other 
cases, the declaration that we as a 
Government must provide the means 
to save these people. One of the ar
guments of the Opposition is it.hat we 
should reduce taxation and deal with 
minor matters before grappling with 
this. I ,on the contrary, contend that 
we can no longer delay action in this 
matter, and whatever the outlay for 
this purpose it will have ito be met. 
The Government's plans for coping 
with the disease are based upon the 
best views of the most advanced 
scientists in the world, and while the 
A.P.C., and the Public Health Commis
sion have done noble work in connec
tion "\Vith this subject so far, the di
sease has now reached such a srtage 
that it has become impossible for the 
Government to leave this rtask to priv
ate agencies in future. We are next 
told that the statistics sent in from 
various pa:rits of the Island by clergy
men and doctors are not sufficiently 
correct to warrant this House to make 
the proposed expenditure. I take is· 
sue with that assertion. It is not 
necessary to have recourse to these 
statistics at all; appeal to every fam
ily in the country, and how many are 
there rto-nigl1t without having had 
some dear one taken fron1 them? 
Those who advance such an argument 
are out of touch with the people, and 
if we are not to take these srta-tistics 
compiled by people who are daily vis-

iting the homes of the sick, what evi

dence are vre to get otherwise? Again, 

wo are told -vve should not 11ave sani
taria in the outports. Why not? I 
look forward to the day when years 
l1ence, vie may be able to so reduce 
tl1e mortality from this disease as to 
malte it u11necessary to continue ft1r
ther votes for rthe purpose. What can 
be done has been proved in the sta
tistics quoted here this afternoon of 
the vrorlr of Dr. Campbell and others 
who have been operating a small sani
tariltm in rthe hospital on Signal Hill, 
and vvl10 have sent out of it seventy
fi '"{e per cent. of its patients cured. If 
that has been already accomplished in 
St. Jol1r1's, why should not ithe sa1ne 
be done in St. Barbe or St. George's? 
I think it is deplorable on the part of 
the Opposition to attempt to compro .. 
mise the lives of the people of the Is
land for mere political purposes. It is 
pointed out in the report of the Pub
lic Iiealtl1 Commission, \Vhich has done 
such admirable work here the past 
three years, that within five years five 
thousand people hav:e, through neglect, 
losrt their lives fron1 tl1is dread dis
ease, and that if tl1ese ftv·e thousand 
people 11ad been preserved for tl1e Col
ony it would 11ave meant in Revenue, 
$160,000. But why should "\Ve talk of 
Revenue? Why sho11ld we measure 
finance when the lives of the people 
are in danger? How dare any man rise 
in tl1is House and protest against the 
Revenue being spent 011 the sick and 
suffering people of the Colony? It nlay 
suit certain politicians to claiJU that 
we shot1ld reduce taxation even art the 
cost of human life, but I say that even 
if it cost us a much larger sum than 
vve calculate the present policy \Vill 
involve, we should find the money for 
this purpose because of ithe good it 
will do. Look at the person affected 
with Co11sumption in a home where 
there are six or eight children. What 
will be the consequence? I ask hon. 
members opposite to go down to these 
homes and see for themselves, as ! 
have seen, how these children 'vill go 
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out one by 011e to the cernetery. 
Many people say that it is God's "\Vil! 
for then1 to die, that their parents had 
this disease and that they were born 
\vith it, but we find of late years that 
it _has been proved that such is not the 
case, that children of even a mother 
who is herself a consumpitive are not 
born with the taint of Consumption, 
and could be saved by care and atten
tion. Then "\vl1y should we not be up 
and doing? Why should we pay any 
attention to the criticisms of the Op
position? Our re"\\rard is not to come in 
the present but in the future. If we 
gra.pple with rthis disease, pass this 
vote, and find that, as the Opposition. 
s:1y, the disease does not exist, so 
n1t1ch the better; we can then turn tl1e 
sanitaria into som8tl1ing else, but I 
fear that even when \Ve erect one i11 

, 

each district "\Ve will soon find it is not 
sufficient. I have l{nown families in 
t11e last five years to be completely 
\{,riped out by this disease, a11d it is a 
simple sum for the Opposition to fig
ure out that if one thousand peo
ple are sacrificed annually from the 
population of two hundred and forty 
thousand in tl1is Island by this dis
ease, what it vvould mean in every 
,T,-ay if these people were to be saved. 
\Ve were told by iny hon. friend, Mr. 
Ke11t, (I observe rthat Sir Robert Bond 
is not in his scat tonight, perhaps 
tl1inking I \Vas going to n1ake it too 
l1ot for him, but I sl1ould be prepared 
to show him facts a11d figures if he 
would only come up from his roost 
down below) rthat our first duty 
sl1ould be to reduce taxation. I ca11 
show l\1r. Kent tonight t11at "\Ve have 
reduced taxation and that the party 
of which he is Deputy Leader never 
did so at all. The only argument they 
seem able to advance from that side 
of the House is that "One of the 
planks in our platform "\Vas to reduce 
taxation,,., buit, Irishman-lilre, I will 
meet that argument by advancing an-

other. I11 1902 after his lJarty had 

come into power, tl1e first n1ove tl1at 
was made by the Bond Government 
was to send to the Custom House for 
information as to how another quarter 
of a million dollars in revenue could 
be obtained by increasing the duties 
on imports in such a way that th~ peo
ple would not suspect what was being 
done. This information was secured 
and the quarter of a million was tack
ed on at the next session. On the eve 
of the general election in 1904, "\vl1en 
the time had arrived for them to give 
an accounit of their stewardship, they · 
made a pretence of reducing taxation, 
they pulled a red herring across the 
traclr, they promised to red 11ce taxa
tion if tl1e country would elect them 
again, and rthey took off the duty on 
salt, flour, molasses and kerosene 
oil, to the tune of about $180,000.00, 
whereas, the year before they had in
creased the duty on other articl~s so 
as to bring in $250,000.00. I make tl1is 
strutement with the facts in my hand 
to support it, and I st1bmit to this 
House tl1e facts on which I base this 
assertion. I hold in my hand a state
ment showing the articles on wl1ich 
the duty was increased and the addi
tional revenue derived therefrom each 
year of the six years from the time 
these increases were made until rthe 
Bond party went out; a11d another 
table showing \Vhat losses accrued to 
the revenue during the same period 
through the re1noval of tl1e duties 
from salt, flour, molasses and kero-

. se11e oil. I shall have these complete 
statements published as part of the 
debates so that everybody may be able 
to understand exactly how the thing 
was done. By reference to the state
ments it will be seen that for the six 
years the late administration was· in 
power, from the rtime they started this 
new scheme l1ntil they \.Vent out of 
office, the total amount of the in
crease in Revenue, obtained through 
increasing the duties on all :the.se ar-

ticles, was $1,397:000, "vhile the am-
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ount' lost to the revenue by reducing 
the taxatio11 by putting 011 the free lis t 

• 

salt, flour, n1olasses ancl l{erosene oil 
' 

was only $1,196,000 so that there \Vas 
an act11al gain to rthe revenue during 
these six years of $201,0-00, an average 
of $33,500.00 for eacl1 year of the six. 
Now that is 11ovv the Bond adn1inistra
tion reduced ta:x:a.tion ill th.is Calon)r. 
They robbed Peter to pay Pat1l. Tl1e\T .. 
i11acle D~ pretence of v'irtt1e by gci11~· to 
the people and sa.ying to them: "\Ve 
are reducir1g ta}~ation on four of yot11~ 

necessaries-salt, flour, molasse3 ::t11d 

lcerosene oil, but before doing this they 
had already increased the duty on all 
these other articles, so as to brl11g i11to 
tl1e re~venue nearly $35,000.00 every 
year, reore than they \Vere giving l.Jacl\: 
to the lJeople and did persuade tl18111 

tl1at they 11ad reduced taxation. u11til 
it falls to me no\v to t3xpose the deceit 
p'racticed o-n the country and tlie <i1s
hones1ty of their clo;l im. I repeat ttiat 
instead of r~ducing ta1l:ation tr~ey j11g

gled \vith the tariff so as to annl1ally· 
increase ta:x:ation $33,500 a )''"ear ::-111d 

11ere is tl1e evidence to prove it:-· -

(See Table.) 

In our case matiters \Vere very dif
ferent. vVe 11ave not increased tax
ation but we have promoted the cred
it of the country so that we have been 
able to realize year afiter year the la,rg
esrt surplt1ses ever obtained by any 
Government here; and "re have given 
these surpluses back to the people in 
the form of i11creased grants for all the 
i1ublic services by which they profit 
di1~ecitly, such as education, lightl1ous
es, marine worlrs, roads and bridges, 
Old Age Pensions, 11ospital i.mprove
rne11ts, more relief for the l)OOr, etc. 
I challenge the last spealrer ( l\'.Ir. 
Kent) to say whether lie l'las not re
ceived inore money for his district 
worlrs from t1s than 11e ever received 
'\Vhile 11is own party was in power. We 
gav"e him and his colleagues last year 
for their district sorneth·ing like $12,-

00.0.. Iu.ore tb.a11 vv~as ever given pre
viously. We have done tl1e same 
th:roughout - tl1e Island. Under the 
lute .... L\.dministratio11 there -vvas noit a 
district that recei°'{ed any mone·y, 
apart from the usual gran1ts voted by 
this ~Iouse, except those represented 
by one or t\vo leading members of the 
:i\'Iinistry. No\v, why should this be? 
\71/hy should one district receive more 
per capita than another? Why should 
Sir Robert Bond take $1.00 per head 
f{Jr T ·yv-illi11gate district, \.vhile Ferry
land received notl1ing. That vv .. as one 
of tl1e princi1)al reaso11s \·vhy I left 
tl1at parrty, because I did not get fair 
play for n1y people. vVl1en \Ve came 
into power \Ve \Vere faced witl1 a debt 
of $160,000. That money -vvas spent 
by the Bond Goverr11nent to get back 
tl1e control of the Legisla1ture, and not 
for the public interest. Wl1at Gover11-
me11t on the other hand has ever done 
111ore for the Colony tl1a11 the present 
Goverr1men1t? Ot1r predecessors collect
ed tJ1e revenue and spent it, but I defy 
a11ybody to poi11t ot1t one thing done 
ty that party whicl1 be11efitted the 
fisher1ncn of rtbe Colony. If p, fisher .. 
n1an ViclS driven off t!1e coast, the 
l'v1embors ne\rer \Ve11t on vVater Street 
and tried to get a ship to send to his 
aid until they got psrn1ission fro111 
tl1eir leader. r.J"o\V t11e 1-'Iinister of 
11arine and 11..,isl1eries 11as standing in
stru.ctions from his Leader to do 
pro111ptly whate·ver is necessary, ancl 
the first principle is that no money is 
to lJ- e considered \v·here human life is 
concerned. If Sir Robert Bond were 
in 11is place to-nigl1t I wot1ld remi11d 
him of so1ne facts ill relation to this 
n:iatter, but I can reserve them l1ntil 
later. But to come bacl{ to Tubercu
losis, Sir Robert Bond apparently 
vrunted to take credit to 11imself for 
being the firs,t to n1ove ill the matter. 
\Vl1en his clain1s were shown out here 
i11 debate, it was seen that the 011ly 
tl1ing 11e had done was to b11y from 
• 

Dr. Tait six hundred copies of a report 
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INCREASE IN THE TARIFF ON THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES FROM 1903-4 TO 1908-9, BOTH INCLUSIVE. 

ARTICLE. 

Acids ........ · · · · · · · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Asbestos and Manufacture thereof ..... . 
Baths Tubs &c .......... · ........... . 

' ' Bicycles and Tricyles .......... · · ..... . 
Billiard Tables · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Brushes .... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Butter ... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. · · · · · · · 
Butterine ... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·. -
Cabinet Wares &c. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Candles Wax P araffine ............... . 

' ' Cast Iron Pipes···· · · · · · · · · .... · · · · · · · · 
l'ement ....... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Cl1eese ..... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
China, Earthenware, &c. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Clocks, Watches, &c ...... · ..... · · · · .. . 
Combs of all kinds· ..... · · · ·. · · · · · · · · ·. 
Confectionery, per Ioo lbs ....... · ...... . 
Cotton Fabrics of every kind .......... . 
Dry Goods ....... · .... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ... . 
Explosives ............................. a 

Fancy Wares ...... · ..... · . · . · · · · · · · .. . 
Flannels, Serges, &c.. . . . . . . . . . . · · · ... . 
Fireworks .......... · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Fruits, Green .. ··.··· .. ·.·············· 
Fruits in Cases, &c .............. · · · · .. . 
F11rs, Gloves, Mits, &c. · · · · · · ·. · · · · • · • · 
Glass ware .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Groceries . . . . . . . . . · . · · · ....... · · · · · · · · 
Hat-:, Caps, &c ....... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·. 
Hardware (b) .......... · · · · ·. · · · · · · · · · · 
Indian Rubber Boots, Shoes ... · · · · · · · ·. 
Jeweller)"' ....... · · .... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Knife Brick ................... · · · · . ·. · 
Lea therware ............... · .... · · · · - · · 
Machines and Machinery ... · .... ·····.· 
Oils, Essential .................. · · .... . 
Oils, Linseed ...... · · · · ......... · · · . · .. 
Paper Hangings . . ................... . 
Perfun1er'' ............................ . , 
Pianofortes and Musical Instruments .. . 
Picture Frame, &c. . ............ · · · · .. . 
R eadvm ad es, Clothing ................ . 
Small \Vares ... - ............ · .......... . 
Soaps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
Spirits, Alcoholic .................... . 

" ~ d' 1 Lor I a s ...................... . 
• • Brandy ........ · . · · .. · · . · .. · . · . 
'' Whiskey . . . . . . . . . ............. , . 
" G. lil • • • • • · · · • · • • • • · • · • · • • • · · · · · · · • 
'' Rum ................ .............. . 

Stationery . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Sugars, all kinds ...................... . 
Tar ............ · . · ............. · · . · · .. 
Tea. . . . . .. . . . ... · · · - . . · ....... · . · · · . · . 
Tinware ......................... · .... . 
rfhermometers, &c .................... . 
Tobacco Manufactured ............... . 

' II c· I gars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. - · · ... . 
" Cigarettes . . . . . . . . .......... . 

Tweeds ..... · · · · ... · · · · · ·. · ... · · · · · · · · 
Wines, all kinds ....... · · · ............ . 
Window Sh a des ...................... . 
Women's Dress Goods, &c ............ . 
Wood Manufactures .................. . 
Zinc and Manufacture of Zinc ......... . 
U nenuplerat · . · · .. ·· · · • · · 

l 

s 107 12 
207 05 

76 IO 
97 65 
25 IO 

472 45 
3,096 76 

159 IO 

2,257 20 
61 15 
13 IO 

776 70 
I ,758 00 

I ,745 IO 
880 35 
r87 35 
633 12 

. . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 
43,246 60 

585 00 
I' 199 85 

. . . . . . . . . . ..... 
I 20 

1,628 05 
568 30 

~ . . . . . . . .. . ..... 
r,250 75 
5,9r2 65 
3,003 50 
8,2I4 30 

3 ,276 15 
r ,oq3 90 
1,036 00 
6,097 00 
9,372 35 

. . . . . . . . . . . ..... 
3,008 70 
I,087 45 

170 05 
I ,789 qo 

Io5 So 
9,427 00 
8,401 5G 
1,324 85 

27 00 
II 80 

1,705 20 
5,985 60 

51 7 I 5 
9,970 80 
3,9J8 ()0 

50,176 97 
886 30 

5,326 02 
1,852 60 

33 4° 
9,041 38 

640 32 
I ,628 35 

703 24 
151 85 

. . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
727 00 

28 60 
• ~4 80 

$ 83 IO 
391 00 
67 71 
92 90 
52 57 

445 05 
2,986 35 

202 00 
2,556 I 3 

82 85 
25 

536 3° 
1,851 32 
2,039 70 

932 74 
257 00 
606 69 

. . . . . .......... ' 
47,232 80 

451 70 
1,239 85 

0 I 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 o 0 0 

24 40 
I,951 65 

682 IO 

. . . . . . . . . . . ..... 
I ,570 65 
6,304 40 
3,468 65 
7,690 25 
4,023 00 
1,127 20 
I,142 55 
6,037 O::> 
6,243 80 

768 68 
2,278 55 
1,2I6 30 

217 05 
2,416 00 

127 70 
12,750 30 
9,006 IO 
I ,465 90 

88 80 
II 50 

I ,540 20 
7,800 00 

522 IO 
I2,725 80 
4,147 25 

45,646 23 
975 98 

5,269 35 
2,269 40 

37 50 
I 1,388 64 

798 IO 
I ,676 37 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
777 85 
59 60 

3 S6 75 

1905-6 

$ 85 95 
I27 00 
140 85 
74 00 
87 45 

524 70 
3,010 75 

485 97 
3,279 40 

92 rs 
28 55 

502 75 
1,608 66 
I,8I4 65 
1,063 00 

295 85 
648 82 

I 5,983 36 
16,440 85 

369 85 
1,433 05 
2,198 05 

8 75 
l,94S 95 
1,759 70 

732 45 
i,334 40 
5,515 15 
3,92 0 55 
7,742 :20 
3,350 65 
1,114 45 

857 75 
5,605 IO 

5,210 20 
665 65 

z,845 35 
1,292 95 

192 85 
2,493 70 

I44 75 
Io,416 75 
8,514 45 
1,626 05 

I 5 r5 
17 80 

1,674 75 
5,683 65 

576 40 
9,691 40 
4,434 I 5 

58,546 44 
I ,073 05 
4,810 83 
2,050 So 

57 80 
10,977 82 

6q4 44 
1,885 8r 
8,989 80 

903 65 
IJO IO 

7,304 IO 
864 65 

54 IO -----..,,... 

1906-7 

s 70 05 
77 45 

138 40 
93 45 
71 85 

498 10 
2,374 24 

354 90 
3,112 30 

70 55 
7 45 

l,06I 45 
l,846 87 
l,809 70 

838 35 
298 00 
881 6I 

r3,I12 50 
I8,823 IO 

377 35 
1,480 45 
I,334 55 

I4 60 
2,407 60 

904 85 
913 So 

I ,788 00 
5,550 IO 
3,524 70 
7,922 65 
4,165 35 
I,157 70 

929 .fO 
6,258 IO 
6,77I IO 

5I4 45 
3,468 70 
1,081 95 

224 90 
2,765 30 

173 80 
Io,308 70 
9,046 60 
I,824 70 

63 60 
23 6o 

1,863 60 
6,849 90 

543 40 
IJ,6I9 40 
4,949 85 

53, 1 19 87 
984 85 

6,727 40 
2,325 50 

74 90 
l l,:365 41 

683 42 
2,2I6 30 
8,123 95 

897 57 

$ 90 20 
67 65 

I25 30 
94 70 
28 45 

535 60 
2,230 00 

166 28 
2 ,363 75 

75 75 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

748 IO 
1,98.~ 88 
l,648 80 

791 IO 
33 9 65 
850 57 

12,634 40 
I8,507 70 

284 75 
I ,791 20 

l,363 60 
7 25 

2,36I 95 
71.i 15 
859 70 

I,315 45 
6,568 35 
3,281 70 
7,8I 7 20 
4, I 53 55 

892 80 
760 65 

4,820 40 
4,993 6o 

158 70 
3,737 30 
I,500 95 

220 75 
2,37 I 30 

95 50 
9,176 20 
7,873 45 
2,019 7o 

25 20 
I5 90 

1,838 25 
6,867 30 

569 60 
12,906 00 
41938 65 

55,847 I 5 
l ,007 I 5 
5,067 5 I 
2,012 60 

38 65 
I2,4 T 5 I I 

7I3 47 
2,042 23 
6,685 05 

924 45 
238 25 

6, I87 20 
797 15 

8 
395 40 

r9o8-9 I 
s 70 35 

78 00 
II4 IO 
52 80 
64 40 

5I9 50 
2,076 63 

332 I3 
2,351 25 

64 00 
. . . .. . . . . ..... 

827 30 
1,547 32 
1,318 45 

781 IO 
320 90 
842 26 

12,lII 70 
19,254 7 5 

701 20 
1,880 25 

8I4 95 
14 70 

2,397 IO 

745 IO 

730 75 
1,311 85 
6,215 70 
3,185 58 
7,383 25 
4,I 59 15 
1,096 20 

765 80 
6,005 6o . 
5,046 20 

70 20 
3,208 70 

899 15 
232 05 

1,686 80 
55 35 

9,091 I 5 
8,224 60 
2,072 40 

60 60 
24 40 

1,875 00 
6,577 05 

496 20 
I2,466 40 

5,049 45 
60,504 07 

809 40 
5,423 83 
2,2I6 IO 

64 60 
I~,015 22 

4I2 02 
2,235 00 
6,933 7° 

820 27 
239 45 

5,4 15 25 
860 50 
69 20 

326 30 

INCREASE IN RATE. 

5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 

From 3c. per lb. to 31hc. 
From 3c. per lb. to 3%c. 

5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 

From 3c. per lb. to 3%c. 
5 per cent. 

.. 

5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 

From $6.00 to $6.50 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 

10 and 5 per cent. 
~.(} and 5 per cent. 

5 per cent. 
50c per gallon, 
lOc. p&i' gallon. 
30c. per g~Jlon. 
30c. per ga 
20c. per gallon. 
20c. per gallon. 

5 per cent. 
le. per lb. 

5 per cent. 
3 per cent. 

10 per cent. 
5 per cent. 

1 per cent. and 3c. per lb. 
$1.00 per M. 
$1.00 per M. 
5 per cent . 

J:i~rom 5c. rto 40c. per gallon. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent . 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 
5 per cent. 

' 
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RETURN SHOWING ARTICLES Pl CED ON THE FREE LIST AND DEGREASE OF DUTY THEREON DURING SAME YEARS. 
I I Total Total Amount 

SALT. FLOUR. MOLASSES. KEROSENE OIL. of increase Amount for each Lines and Decrease Year. T\vines. Duty Duty Duty Duty for each year, as 
Quantity Quantity I Quantity Quantity per sheet 20 cents 25 cents 4 cents 6 cents year. 1'ons. 

per ton. Br ls. per Brl. Galls· per Gall. Galls. per Gan. above. 

1903-4 $ 4,691 60 46,7I6 $ 9,343 20 121,411 $30,352 87 982,578 $ 39,3o3 12 244,975 $14,698 50 $ 98,389 29 $ 218,052 00 

i904-5 5,294 40 70,353 14,070 60 371,407 92,851 75 1,436,065 54,442 60 844,400 50,664 00 2I7,323 35 230,281 00 
219,427 55 238,292 00 1905-6 6,839 70 64,149 12,829 80 411,781 102,995 25 I,058,036 42,32I 44 907,356 54,441 36 

1906-7 10,62S 9e 48,090 9,6I8 00 365,427 9I,356 75 I ,239,969 59,598 76 945)014 56,700 84 217,903 25 240,527 00 
230,842 35 234,002 00 1907-8 9,079 30 76, T63 I 5,232 60 366,237 91,559 25 1,262,356 50:494 24 1,074,616 64,476 96 
2 I 2,535 34 236,6I4 00 I908-9 8,830 50 69,6z I I31924 20 340,876 85,2r9 oo 1,186,173 47,446 92 951,912 57,114 72 

$1,196,4I9 00 $I,397,768 00 

$1,196,419 00 
-

Net I c n reas e -.. %01 ,349 00 
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1 which he 11ad written but Sir Rob.ert 
Bond kept those reports in his office 
1cor four years before c1istributing then1. 
If its recornmendatio11s 11ad been car
ried out promptly n1a11y v1ould not be 
i11 rtheir graves to-day vvl10 11avTe met 
untimely deaths because of indiffer
ence and neglect. rfhat ifJ \Vhat 11e did 
to grapple witl1 tl1is disease. The only 
effort made in t11e matter so far 11as 
been by the A.P.C., ito \"T1l1ich. no help~ 
ing hand -v~;as stretcl1ed out by Sir Rob
ert Bond's G-o\·er11ment. It "\Vas left 
for this Administration to provide i11 

its firsrt days of po\ver for the appoi:i.1t
ment of a Corn1nission of Public 
Health, a11d. for a grant of $4,000 to 
that Com111ission, "\Vhich monejr has 
been admirably s1Jent; and it is left 
for the Govern1nent no"\v to bring in 
rthese Resolutions. Sir Robert Bond 

' . 

did no more ii1 tl1is matter tl1an l1e did 
in relation to Old Age Pensions. He 
pron1ised tl1e people yeai-·s ago to deal 
with that subject. I-Ie appointed the 
commission of enquiry and it never 
reported. His l1and \\ras "seen" and 
called at tho last electio11, ancl since 
then he has appeared in l1i:::; true col
ors. He i~~ itc-day lil\:e a horse tl1at 113.s 
fallen, his knees are brolcen and he 
will never agai11 be rthe san1e as be
fore. Tl1e susrJicion \\,~as vv"idely arous
ed last election t11at 11e was not as 
kee11 in the interests of the people as 
l1e would hav~e them belio·v·e, a11d al
tl1ough he had the impertinence to rtell 
the electors that if he "\Vas 110t return-

' ed he "'rould resign fron1 politics and 
retire from public life, tl1ey disregard
ed this ithreat and elected tv-venty-six 
men against ten for him. Then he 
st1llted in 11is te11t at Wl1itbo11rne. I-Ie 
did net appear in this I-Iot1se for two 
sessio11s except to dra \V 11is sessio11al 
pay, but novv he comes in and tells t1s 

(hat a man vvl10 cannot change 11is 
mind is a "fool." I-Ie l1as been v~alued 
by the people of the Colony at 11is 
l)roper value, 11e l1as been \veighed in 
the baltinco and bee11 fou11d W?Lnting. 

I-Ie did nothing hin1self a11d he -...vould 
like us to do r1otl1ing, because tl1e 
more we do, the worse is the contr.ast 
bet\veen 1~is record and ours. No ad-
111inis.tratio11 since Responsible Go-vTern-
111ent has done so inuch for t11e pe8ple 
as the party no\v i11 power i11 this 
countr,r. \'/hat "\vas the conditio11 of ,, 

tl1e I-Iospital ,-v11en this Go-'flernrn.ent 
took po\ver? Before rthat ti1ne one 
needed a "pull" witl1 the powers that 
be to get a siclc n1a11 in that institu
tio11. "\7v-hen the outporit fisher111an 
came to to\vn he v1as ignored, unless 
11e could find some n1an with a "pull", 
and -vvhen he did succeed in getti11g 
into tl1e I!ospital, he did not receive 
the treaitrc1ent he was entitled to. If 
\'le have done nothing else, we have 
at least made t11at Hospital one of 
the finest of its kind ai1y-vvhere, and 
\Ve ha •.re fulfilled the pron1ise to give 
the old. fishermen a J_)ension. vVe 
\vere told then, as \Ve are told now, 
tl1at \'le could not ado1)t tl1at policy 
without r-µining the cou11try, but we 

. . 

11ave n1ade a creditable toginni11g a1'ld 
\vill do more as tl1e }'ears g:J b~.r. \1/e 
11a~v-e, inoroover, carried. out nearly e~v-

ery pla11l{ in Ol1r 1Jlatforj11, and \Ve are 
told by gentlerr1er1 cipposite tl1at vve 
aro pili:J.g llP :tl1e . public dobt. But 
cD.n 'Ne not ju::;tlfy cur l11creascs? vVe 
ha 1,,-c ope11ed tip tho co11!ltry and built 
railroads tl1rc11g;l1 several. of tl10 dis-

. tricts, providing tl1en1 ,-vith tl1e great 
ci\rilizing agency of the cl:::t)r. I11 11is 
reference to r~1il\va·:JT.s, tl1e Opposition 
Leader sa;'\v· even one of 11is o~n fol
lo"\·ve.rs, l\rir. Sl1ca, get t1p a~d say 11e 
\"Tv-as in fa ... {or cf ra.ir,~)-a:ys, cve11 througl1 
a -vvilderness, because they de~volop a 
·'\"vilder11ess and create their own traf
fic. Look at tho condition of tl1e Col
ony 1t1;venty-fi1to years ago. Then peo
ple livi11g on-e 11undred miles from St. 
John's thought it wonderful_ to get a , 

lotter inside of a montl1; to-day the 
i)eople in most places get them every 
second day, ai1d t11is summer t11e Gov
c:::n1nent "\Vill b ~\11e daily trains run 
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across the Island for the accomn1oda
tion of the public. Because of this, 
we are told we are going too fiast, and 
that the country cannot afford such 
an outlay. This is the same old story 
\Ve have heard, and that our fathers 
heard before us. Since Responsible Gov
ernment \Vas granted certain people 
are al ways loolring for ruin-and it 
generally follows themselves. Per
sonall}", I have always favored, and 
will fa ;ror, rail \Vay building, for only 
by it can the prosperity of the coun
tr.y be inaintained. If our industries 
vvill not keep our people here they 
will leave, but since the railway and 
Brt1ce services have been inaugurated, 
hundreds of those "\Vho formerly \Vere 
unable to find employment in this Col
lony, apart from the fisheries, go 
away to the neighboring country, earn 
goodly sums of money and co1ne back 
again a.nd spend it. That is one of 
the benefits of railways. When Sir 
Edward Morris goes back to the coun
try again, it will be with virtually ev
ery pro111ise in his Manifesto fulfilled. 
I kno\v hon. members opposite are 
thinking that the promise about re
d11cing taxation is not fulfilled, but I 
am quite prepared to go before the 
people and defend the policy of allow
ing the taxation to remain as it is, as 
all t11e revenue \Ve get is developing 
the country, making ;improvements in 
all directions and to be realising such 
surplus.es as we have been getting of 
late years and giving the money b~clr 
to the people in such forms as V\' (~ 

have been g.iving it to ~h·em, is in my 
mi11d, one way of r2dt1cing ta).-~l.ti011 

and a 1nuch "\Viser \va:;r tl1an to t~11~e 

the dut)~ off certai11 ~lrr:c:es, a,.'.1:~ 1)cr-

haps have in a few years to put it 
on again. If \Ve are receiving t:hese 

• • excesses of revenue \Ve are givint-~ 

them baclr to the people agai11. "\\Te 

are building railways, roads, bridr.;es: 
lighthouses and fog alarms. We a,re 
opening up new industries and \Ve are 
keeping the people more prosperot\s 

than ever they l1ave been. The11 ~

co111plaint is made that the country is 
tied up this winter. Tl1at is true, but 
is not that the act of God? Is not the 
Atlantic tied up, and are we to blame 
for that? Everything possible has been 
do11e by tl1e Government, and if the 
railvvays and the steamer Bruce are 
not running on schedule time, it is not 
our fault. The Government Engineer 
has reported, in a letter that has been 
given publicity, that the contractors 
are doing the best that is possible to 
clear the lines, and the Government 
Engineer, who \Vas brougl1t to this 
Colony by the r~eader of tl1e Opposi
tion and who was endorsed by that 
gentleman, is surely a competent and 
capable authority to pronounce on this 
matter. Because, however, of the Rt. 
Hon. gentleman's aversion to tl1ese 
railway contractors, he next tells us 
\.Ve should not accept the generous 
clonation of $100,000 for sanitaria to 
relie·1vre human sufferi11g. My answer 
is that T am only sorry tl1ere are not 
n1ore people like the Reid Brothers in 
this Colo11y. I care not where the 
n1011ey comes from, I am here to do my 
utn1ost for the people \vho sent me 
to this Hot1se, and if I cannot get 
money from the Government for the 
purpose of dealing with this disease, 
I an1 prepared to talre it from any gen· 
erot1s l)eople who are \~rilling to offer 
it. Tl1e same tl1ing is done ever:r
\vhere over the world, and the argu
n1ent against it is too absurd to be 
scricusl~r noticed. That is a11 old 
ga111e vvith the Rt. Ho11. gentleman. I 
\Vas a follower of his for a few years, 
·and I can speak from my experience 
and observation. I left him when I 
sa1,v that 11e was not prepared to do 
the rigl1t thing, and I know him to be 
the finished article as a political hy
pocrite, prepared to advance any ar-
1gument to pron1ote his political ad
\rantage. Talce his action here in this 
House i11 refe:vence to the addresses 
delivered by Sir \Villiam MacGregor 
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in 1908 and 1909. Sir Robert Bond 
quoted him yesterday as being oppos
ed to sanitaria, but it has been prov
ed conclusively that Sir Robert Bond 
garbled his "\vords and represented 
Sir \Villiam lVIacGregor as stating one 
thing whereas he stated somethi11g 
,.rery diff ercnt. He would not quote 
Sir William l\1acGregor in full, be
cause ·. that \vould be to damage his 
O"\Vn argt1ment, so he just selected for 
his amendment only that part of Sir 
vVilliam MacGregor's speech vvhich 
suited himself, and to-night we have 
shamed him into putting in the whole 
of the words Sir vVilliam MacGregor 
said. Now what was Sir Robert 
Bond's o·bject in suppressing certain of; 

Sir William MacGregor's words if it 
'vas· not to represent to the people of 
the country that a man who was so 
universally respected as Sir William 
MacG.regor was opposed to sanitaria, 
but we know that what Sir William 
MacGregor really did say was that he 
advised the Associatio.n for Pre1rention 
of Consum1'.)tion not to have anything 
to do with sanitaria because they 
\Vere beyond the means of that As
sociation, which was a private organi
zation. For my part, Sir, I strongly 
support Sir Ed -vvard I\'Iorris in this 
policy, and I hope he will go on and do 
all 11e possil)ly can to protect the pub
lic 11ealth of the people and to better 
their circumstances in every way. 

MR. KENT.-Mr. Chairman, the hon. 
gentleman -vvho has just sat down, has, 
I thinl\:, exemp1ified the principle stat
ed by the Rt. I-Ion. Prime ~1inister on 
the opening day of this session. Mem
bers will no doubt reme1nber that the 
Prime ~iinister the11 said i11 reply to 
a few remarks that I n1ade with refer
ence to the Speech from the Throne, 
tl1at it -vvas one of the principles of 
·debate, wl1en you ha.ve a .bad case, 
to abuse your opponent. I think this - . ' 

rt1le has ·been tl1e object of the whole 
speech of the lVfinister of Finance, to 
'\Vl1ich we have listened this afternoon. 

The question before the chair is one 
of great importa11ce to the people of 
this country and deserves to be dis4 

cussed upon its merits. Abuse is no 
argument and should not be introduc .. 
ed into such a discussion. There is a 
proposition here brought forward by 
the Government and submitted to this 
House involving the method of dealing 
witl1 the disease of tuberculosis, which 
exists i11 this Colony, a subject of 
inost serious interest to the whole 
population. I wish at the outset to 
contradict th.e statem.ent made by the 
Prime Minister and the Minister of 
Finance to-night, that any person on 

' 

this side of the House at any tin1e 
stated that there was no tuberculosis 
in this Colony. No such statement 
was made. It was, on the ~.ontrary, 

admitted by everyone '\Vl10 spoke on 
this side or the other side, that tub
erculosis ·does exist; that 'J"eople are 
suffering and have suffered from rtub
erculosis to an extent de1nar1di11g ac
tion by those responsible for the pub
lic health, and that the subject de
mands some ren1edial measures is ad
mitted by all. The only difference of 
opinio11 thrut has been expressed a11d 
tl1at exists, is as to 11ow this scourge 
can be best dealt with. The Prime 
Minister proposes the establisl1ment 
of sanitaria. For n1y part, I think that 
a different course should be pursued 
in the figl1t against this disease. I 
tl1ink the keynote of tl1e solution 
should be prevention rather than sani-
taria. Relief fro1n this plag 11e must 
con1e througl1 social and economic 
courses rather tl1an tl1rougl1 sanitaria, 
through the improv·ement of living con· 
ditions and tl1e proper di.ss.emin.ation 
of knowledge regarding the disease, 
its causes and 1the sources from whicl1 
it originates and taki11g such action 
as the lrnowledge so gathered n1ay 
show to be best adapted to remove 
tl1e social and economic causes that 
conduce to its development and 
spread. 

• 

• 



Tl1e A.P.C. during its tern1 of exist
ence, has done great and adn1irable 
\York in this directio11, a11d notl::ting 
has been said by anjrone on this side 
of :the I-louse, that could in any way 
be construed to take t11e credit for 
what has been clone by those connect~ 
ed \vith tl1at move1x1ent. This Associ
ation and I-Ion. lVIr. IIarvey, \vhose 
energy and perseverance 11a '.re inai:n
ly con1tributed to its persistent an.d 
st1ccessful action, deserve groat cred
it, they l1ave lrept the rnatter before 
the public consistentl~r, they ha-yre 
aroused public opinion a11d brougl1t 
home rto the people tl1e nature and 
ca use of tl1is disease a11d 11a ve largely 
contribt1ted to -the st1ccess so far at
tained and as a result, \vithin the last 
four or five years the death rate f.rom 
this disease has been reduced fron1 4 
in every 1,000 living to 2.82 of every 
1,000 living novv. Tl1at, sir, is the re
sult of tl1e campaign carried on by tl~e 
A.P.C., a result of wl1ich Hon. Mr. 
Harvey and his associates n1ay well 
be proud. No person denies the exist
ence of thi.s disease;for evidence of its 
·existence presents itself to us every 
day and cannot be denied. Tl1ere is no 
l)erson that has greater sympathy for 
.hose afflicted tha11 I ha\-'"e, t11ere is i10 

person 'vl10 \Vo11ld be prer)ared to do 
more than I am i11 the efforts to era(li
cate this disease fron1 tl1e midst of us. 
But, sir, \Ve differ 011ly as to the best 
me·ans of carryin;g· on o;r1 accomplishi111g 

ithis object, and I consider tl1at the 
resolt1tions of the Gover11ment are in 
the ci,rcumstances a mistalre, as th.e 
best remedial measure against con
sum1)tion. It is iiot going to effect 

' 

half as rapidly or efficiently the ulti-
n1ate extermination of the disease, as 
the employment of social and eco
nomic remedies-which if persisted in 
will ultin1ately e·xti1rpate tl1e disease in 
this colony. \tVe are told that we are 

obstructing tl1e action of the Govern· 

ment by raising question.s of constitu-

tional la\v as to tl1e inanner in vvhich 
tl1.e Government has accepted ~che gift 
\vhich tl1e Reids have given to tl1is 
Colon)r. No, sir, \Ve have not tried to 
obstruct, but \Ve 11a-v~e s~1nply pointed 
out to the Government that t11ey have 
u11necessarily ignored a souncl consti
tt1tio11al principle vvl1ich 11as been ac
cepted for centuries as the safeguard 
o:! the liberties of the people in the 
matter of fina.nce,one \Terified and con· 
firmed by tl1e action of the Govern
n1ent aski11g in the present resolution 
for Legislative powers to take over 
institt1tions of this ki11d and tal~i11g 

powers from itl1is legislat11re to take 
over these gifts. We 11a ve i11 the re
sol l1tior1s proposed by tl1e Prime JVIin
ister a confirmation of the position 
'"'l1ich ha.s been ta,ken by the Opposi
tion in this matter. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
CT'hat is not correct. 

r111 R. K ENT.--Yot1 a.slc for powers to 
talre over these gifts and unless you 
acl~no,vledged the position that sucl1 
r;ifts can 011ly be accepted by legis
lative co11firn1.ation ·ri.rl1y do you asl{ 
fo.r confirmation? The ... 0..ct speaks for 
itself. The resolt1tio11s vvere tabled 
l1ere after this question 'vas raised by 
the Opposition. The question -\"vas 
raised he:·o by tl1e Opposition on the 
debate on the Address, b e f o re 
tl1ose resolutions \\.rere brought i11. The 
ai1s-v1irer is tl1a,t it is 11ecessary to g·ct 
this legislaitive confirmation. Th.is 
principle is nckno\vledged in those re
solutions. The principle wl1ich I re
f erred to before is, that the re
presentatives of the people, in the 
Ho11se of Comr11ons, duly convened, 
are the sole, the only judges of the 
necessities of the pl1blic ser•1ice, an(l 
tl1at the cro\vn has i10 rigl1t to recciv .. o 
gifts f ron1 a_ny pers.on wl1atever witl1out -
rthc ap1)roval of tl1e people, tl1rougl1 
tlJei1"" l'eprese11tatives in thds House. In 
this case, the Government has broug·ht 
in otl1er judges besides the represent-
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ati·ves of the i)eople as to rthe neces
sities of tl1e Cro""vVn in tho Pllblic ser
\,.iCG. T11ey 11ave accepted tl1e Reid 
I'·T c1,i-;fot111dland Co::.npan~/ as the judges 
\•;110 are to supply the Government 
scrT.ricGs i::.1 tl1is question of rtl1e i1eed 
ot sanitaria to fight tt1berculosis. 
The only \v~ay to acce11t this gift, and 
tl1e only proper way that s-11ould have 

·been pt1rst1ed, \'/as tl1at, ,,-he11 sulJ111it
ti11g en tl1e oper1i11g day tl1eir Legisla
tiv~e program i11 tl1e Speec11 fron1 the 
Tl1rone, tl1ey should have said tl1at 
tl1is gift had been tendered, and that 
t 1 

... ~.,r ii1tencled to submit this tender 
to '---~ Hol~se and asl{ tl1e House to 
ap1)rov , it, ar1d if a.,pproved, t11e gift 
·y1ol1lc1 nt.+11e11 r)erfectly in order. I-Iad 
t 111· S cr1llfSL 

... v • ', ~cc11 l)Ursuec1 no qu.estio11 
0

2 tl--e r1ryn·(,s 1 
i . 

0 
, the people could ha -vTe 

been raised. 
n,0 erences 11a \'.'"e k 

1 ~. ~ _ ,C! crift of 1$_ inaae to Lord 
Str thco.u.a o b ,., J! l .._1 /1. ~ -·c:1uY 01 1orse 
..:J11 ng tl1c Souc 1 £i.l.Tl .:;.<,_ 
l.J. u .L • -.,,r" r rr11 e 
en er< n.re not parallel at ~ . 

a .:> '- • • .._., • • Th ere 
i c a 1 egal prov1s1on Lnat gove1 .L- \- •• 

Cro"\vn subject to a large annual out· 
lay for maintenance. 

I do not think it necessary to go 
over all the reports wl1icl1 we have 
l12Ld r)resent~d to us on tl1e subject of 
t11berculosis. The reports of the Pub
lic Health Commission have been re· 
ferred to ag·ain and again by the 
Prime lYiinister this afternoon. He 
qt1oted from tl1e report of 1909. 
ha-vTe not seen that report, but the two 
reports vvl1ich I 11ave before me are 
I thinl\: explicit enough, for I find rthat 
the Con1mission does not recommend 
the establishment of sanitaria. I "rill 
read an e:x:tract from. each. rrlie re
port of 1911, \vhich is tl1e annual re
port {or 1910-I may say that the re-
port of 1909 had been drawn up be-
fore Dr. Keegan, the r.aost reliable 
member of the Commission in these 
matters, undertook his e11quirios 
abroad in 1910, and it is upo11 i11for1n
ation gleaned by him dt1ri11g 11is visit 
abroad thart he after his return based 
the report that has been included in - ·,.. .,,. ,.. ,one uncler tl1e Volunti. 

_._ 1° \v ao C. ~ ~-- • • ,~ras m de for the Report of the Commission and his 
er·vice Act. p J. ov1s1011. \ • 

· o··rt Cecil ·ifts of this class. The b1 I o 
, ::i.o~ 11ae:! "lso been referre to. 
.;.1oa~~ o u. • That 

'f·l1if.; case is not parallel either. . , 
"'1.-r.·ac a o·ift of a great philantl1j_op1st, 
;V ;.".> l::l the 
give11 to trl1stees and not t 
Crown. He vested tl1e fund c eate.d 
by 11is v".rlll in trustees b3r vrho his 
gift \vas to be applied to"\'Ta!-.'dS 
i110· vou11f! men at Oxfcrt1, for t 
~ b J 

0 ~ .. + the 
en of cr1·vino- vouths tl1roug110 lJ 

1) 0 ~v b ..._.._ b J 
... v t· The En1pire an imperial ed uca ion. 
Cro"\v11 had. nothing \vhatever o do 
- ·;.1-- ,J-h1·" ... 1· r~t It is tl1e sam - as a \Vll l. I t, O <:'.> • 

o·ift to the St. Vincent de Pal1l or the 
~ene\rolent Irish Society or any otl1er 
cl1aTitabl8 institution in It.his cou11try. 

. .1 ·t to a a-ift tb the There is no s1m1 ari Y b ... 

. . bl. ""e""'vi,,.. n But Cro'\'{:1 fer tl1e pu ic .._., .L vv. 

11ere, sir, it is a different question. v_ve 
rtre 11ere accepti11g from a1:1 out~1de 

rce a de,..ision as to \Vhat are the 
SOl1 _, • '- ~ "-' ., · 

d . f ti.1e public sor\,.iccs of tt11s nes .s c .1. 

country and vesting property in the 

i..:ort is included i11 tl1e Report -of 
b~ommission for 1910-
"A ·:a 23 says:-

l1as been an1ount of consideration 
establishme11.- to tl1e matter of the 
the Secretary's sanitarium and to 
wirth the informat.i. + in con11ection 
On h is recent visit ab1. "' :1 b h. - 110{ Y lffi 

· · · not D""epa.i. Comm1ss1on 15 ~ -'- "" far the 
mend tl1e G-overnment to e.... '0 -

t ., · colon ,om 
large sa11iitarium in I1lS 

1 ~ r 
.d tha+ the a,ctua - -l(eegan cons1 ers · t. • • 

. , + ... ·ned b"r sanitar1a olse,vhe1e sults ou(.,c.t.l - ,) 1 
are often exaggerated and freql1en: ~; 
doubtf)ul, the principal -reason being 
that it is difficult to get cases to ~o 
into sanitaria until they are too far 

d to be cured. The cases arc 
advance . h to 
freauently arrestec1 bt1t the~f a~1e 

"" · 1 r -i-o 1)e 
be rtalren very early i11 orGe "' .· . 

d ,.rhe Com1nission are of Oi)t111011. 
cure . d4ff. ult 
that it would be probably inore 1 ic 
to get really incipient cases to go to ?· 

' 

' 
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sanitariun1 in tbis country tl11n it 
would be else,vl1ere. lit would seem 
as if the principal value to be derived 
from a sanitarium would be the educa
tional effect for there is no doubt tl1at 
patients who live in such an institu
tion for any length of time adopt 
cleanly habits for tl1e rest of their 
lives. It is probable that some mod· 
est development in the lines of the 
shack or open air system may be de
sirable first of all from an experi, 
me1ital poinrt of view and the Com
mission still have the matter under 
consideration. 

"The Commission feel, hovvever, that 
at this time and in the light of their 
present inforn1ation it would be a mis
take to recommend the expenditure of 
the very large sum that would be 
necessary for the establishment and 
t1pkeep of a large general sanitarium 
for the colony." 

That is the report presented last 
year, and it was made after exhaus
tive e11q11ir3r, from reports received 
from correspondents all over the coun
try, from i11f or ma ti on of Dr. I<.eegan 
gathered abroad and 11is \vell known 
experience and kno,vledge on the sub
ject and the Commission deliberaitely 
comes to the conclusion that it could 
not recommend a large sanitari11m in 
this country. ,..I'he report of last year, 
Section 19, reads: 

''Saniitaria.--This subject was dealt 
vvith in the last report wl1en it was 
stated that tl1e Con1missio11 v1ere un
able to recomme11d the Go,.,.ernment to 
incur the large expense necessary to 
the establishment of sanitariun1 treat
ment on a11y considerable scale at the 
present time. 

"The matter has, however? bee11 
ur_ged by some of rthe medical corres
pondents of the Commission whose 
views con1mand consideration. It has 
been suggested that small and inex· 
pensive sanitaria for i11dividual dis
tricts, constructed under tl1e local doc
to·r's eye should be tried at least ex· 

pe·rimentally." 
l'~ow, sir, t11e Con1mission does not 

adopt tl1ese suggestions of its corres
pondents. It deliberately leaves out 
any endorsation of them. In view of 
the Repol'lt of the preceding year, it 
seems that they had their attention 
drawn to it during tl1e year by corres
pondents. But they have not changed 
their minds, they are not able to re
commend the Govern1nent to establish 
large sanitaria. As this is the only in
formartion dealing with the question as 
to the advisability of establisl1ing sani~ 
taria t11at we have before us, and I 
think in view of tl1e results obtained 
by the A.P.C. during the few years 
they have been in operation, I hardly 
tl1ink that the erection of sanitaria 
can be justified by facts. As I said be
fore, the work and results, which with 
justice, can be ascribed to rthe A.P .C., 
sl10"\v that since 1906 dO\\rn to the end 
of 1910, t11e only years i11 which the 
figures arc available, the death te 
sl1ovls tl1at the redt1cition was in ab -
lute figures from 953 to 632, or in p -
centa e from 4% to 2.82%. This, si , 
is a b ·cat result, an admirable resul 
and i would be most encouraging tQ 
purs t11at policy still. 

Tl1 Minister of Finance says that 
consu ption is rife in this country; 
that eople are d)'~ing every day from 

that it must be eradicarted at 
any c st. I am \Vi th him there, sir. 
I a.m ith him in saying that this dis
ease ould be eradicated at any cost. 
It \VO ld be a national calamity to al
low it to go on. 

H0 . MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUS11101\1S.-\Vhy wait then? 

MR. KENT.-I wo11ld aslr him to 
liste!} to me further. I think, sir, tl1at 
it vvduld be a national calamity if '\Ve . 

clid flot deal with the matter. But I 
say that our energies should be direct
ed £0 the most effective metl1od, and 
tl1a't i11eitl1od is by the employment of 
social and economic remec1ies, whicl1 
I explained h·ere thi.s afternoon. I 
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lrnow, PBrsonally, Sir, I am convinced 
from the little reading I 11av"e done on 
this subject, to agree tl1oroughly with 

• 
the opinion of Dr. Keegan, ithat the 
rest1lts obtained from sa11itaria in oth
er cou11tries, are exaggerated and oft
en doubtful. But, sir, I have no two 
opinions as to the rest1lts it.hat '\\rould 
be obtained from the effective use of 
social and economic reform. 

The Minister of Finance and Cus
toms has given us a speech from his 
point of view and from which I am 
sure that he is convinced that he ls 
correct. The Hon. men1ber quorted a 
long list ~f articles which he stated 
\.Vere put ULrler increased taxation be· 
tween 1901 aui 1904. ¥lell, sir, I am 
not 1\1 a positiou to deal with thart. I 
"vas ot in the Ho t.se at that time. I 
did t come here t.util 1904, but I 
thinlr that as the Prel:ilier and him
self ere both members \)f the Gov .. -
ern ent then, they will be ab--.1.~ to give 
a tter explan_ation of that increase 
tl'l I am. From 1900 to 1904 the 
:ri1 isiter of Finance sat on that · stde of 

House, as a supporter of the then 
l der of the Government, and it was 
~ring that period that the inc ase 
·hich he alleges took plac·e in taxa ion, 
tit every one will agree with me hen 

I state that this Government, of w1iich 
he is now a member, f-rom the da,y it 
came into power, down to rthis day 
has introduced no practical legislation 
which tends to the betterment of the 
people of this country. It ds true that 
they have drawn large revenues, larg
er than ever drawn, unprecedented 
revenues, but to find the cause or 
this, we must go baclr further. 

We will find that that cause is to be 
ascribed, not to any work of the pre
sent Government, but to the work of 
the late Government, rto the inaugur
ation of the Harmsworths, and the 
Albert E. Reed Co. That, Sir, to the 
policy of the late Government will be 
a.scribed these bountiful revenues, 

which the Government now enjoys. 
Again, sir, I tal{e issue with 11im 

\vl1en he states that he does not be
lieve in the reduction of taxation. I 
tl1inlt rthat if he spends tl1e money 
l)roperly on the public service, if it is 
spent i)roperly, and if the money that 
is voted here goes into proper chan
nels, then it is the d11ty of the Gov
ernmenit to lighten the burden which 
is grinding down the people. It can
not be lightened by talring large sums 
of money, and spending it on excur
sions, by frittering it away to party 
followers. No, sir, it cannot be done 
in things of rthat kind, but by saving, 
and by economy, so that the burden 
may be lightened on every one. That 
is one of the ways of bettering the 
conditions of living. 

The Minister has been good enough 
to challenge me this evening regarding 
rt11e expenditure of money in St. John's 
En.st. I am not in a position to state 
·\"vl1at money has been spent there dur
int:; the last three years. I have not 
l)een g·iv~n tl1e privilege to say a.s to 
how the mo"U.e:.ys of the district should 
be expended. I have l1ere, sir, a re
tt1rn which I got the other day. It 
shows how tl1 e Minister and his 
friends return th~ people's money ito 
themselves. I find, s~ .... that a sum of 
$8,000 was appropriated 4v"\ St. John's 
East last year for marine WO:rl{s, and 
out of that $8,000, a superinte11'1enrt 
received $1,220, and Flat Rock $600; 
Torbay $185; Logy Bay, $103; and 
Outer Cove $305, Bauline not one 
cent. So that the Inspector receives 
as m11ch as all the people in all these 
settlements put together. The re
cords of the late Government "Till show 
that every $1.00 voted, ~1ent into the 
public service, that the money v;ras re
turned to ithe country. But here one 
man receives more than 6 settlements 
put together. 

Again, sir, the Hon. member claims 
that under the late Go1rernmcnit if a 
fisherman or a constituent was in 
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distress, that members v1ere afraid to 
render a11y assistance, "\vithout first 
going to some important men1bers of 
tl1e G-overnment. \Vell, sir, on two or 
t11ree occasions, while I was a mem· 
ber of this House, accidents happened 
to my constiituents, and I got assist
ance for them "\Vithout going to any 
person and I am not afraid to put that 
position and my conduct in connection 
"\viith these matters before n1y consti
tuents at a11y time. I refer to these 
matters, sir, simply because the min· 
ister referred to them; otherwise I 
do not see whait relevancy they have 
to the debate. 

Tho lVIinister referred to the moneys 
now being spent on railways. I shall 

ref er to this matter afterwards, as it 
is not my intention to refer to it at 
any length now. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-There "\Vas no money 
spent by the previous Government on 
rail\vas'"s; only on mistakes. 

MR. K ENT.-There were amourits 
pa,id in connection ~vith tl1e rail"\vay 
for a'vards and arbitratiops, \Vhich in 
my opinion \Vere directlJ" due to the 
men i11 rthis Legislature who voted for 
tl1e 1898 contract and for the 1901 con
tract. 

HONa MlNISTl!R FINANCE AND 
CUSTOr.~s.---Your leader is one of 
them. 

1V1n. KENT.-f-Ie is not. He did 
tiot. He did not vote for the 1898 
co11tract. He voited for the 1901 con
tract. I do not wish to refer to this 
matter any furtl1er. 

1-IOf,!. Mlr\!ISTER FIN,\NCE AND 
CUSTOM S.-It is a sore point. 

!'II R. i< EN T.-1t is and the Minister 
sl10\vs it. J~s I have said. the cause of 
tl1e expondit11re w~1s d11e principally to 
those \\'ho i/Oted for bo ·:~1 contracts. 
and 110\I they reconciler. themselves 
to \ro.to for both passes :.ne. 

Now sir, in conclusion, I wish to 
sr..y that it is unfair to sav that the ., 

~~mbers of tb.o Opposition. at an)" 

time or in any remarks that have been 
made here. have denied the existen~e 
of consumption in this country ,or have 
in any \Vay tried to obstruct measures 
\Vhich in their opinion were best cal
culated to extern1inte this disease from 
tl1e colony. I agree with the remarl~s 
made by members opposite t11at the 
more philantl1ropists vle b_a1rc in tl1is 
country tl1e better. If t11e Reid N e°"Vlr. 

foundla,nd Compar1y or a11y otl1er phil 
anthropists are prepared to accept the 
statement of Sir Vlillia1n l\1acGregor in 
tl1e address \~1hicl1 has been befo:re re
f erred to a,nd are prepard to build and 
endow sanitaria, let tl1cn1 d0 so, sir, 
Tl1en they will be institutions for 
,,y11ich tl1e)r are responsil~io a11d \1'rl1i ·h 
"'\\'ill be 11nder their co"!>.trol and v1 icl1 
v;ill be tl1elr o\~rr1. .But tl1is docs not 
in a11y "·ay interf~ro with such c ur ::.;2 
a::> tl1is Legisla:turo in its "\Visclo i may 

<12ciclc to tai-.e in th8 e:-~terminat on of 
tl1is diseo-'.58. I rthink, sir, that f a:iy 
p:ran is prepared to do t11is, to il(J 
and endo"\v and operate eitl1er thro P-h 
11i1ns~lf or otl1ers any measures r 
ineanf of improving tl1e people of t s 
counJrY we ought to be thanlrful o 
11i1n ( and accept his generosity; b 
tl1at sir, is a very different questi l 

fro tl1e one we are no-rv consideri g. 
I th n.k I 11a"Tve already sta.ted I int~ d 
to v te against tl1e resolution propos
ed y the Prime Mi11ister. 

M . HOWLEY-l\1r. Cl1airman; I re-
gret I "'\Vas unable to attend the sit- J 
tings of tl1is Committee, tl1is after110011 

and to hear the various ad(1re3'.3CS 

whicl1 \Vere made witl1 regard to t"1e 

resolutions before the chair. I rog:·c;: 
it, sir, for several reasons; tb.e pri11_
cipal of which is that I have been ver~y 
much interested in this debate from 
tl1c time the Resolutions 'vere f~rst 

introduced, and I have tried to follo\v 
it as ft1lly as possible. I regret ~t for 
the further reason that I an1 u11a ,vart~ 
if any of the remarl{s I am abo11t to 
n1ake should be a matter of repetition 
to this Comn1ittee. I do not ~{IlO"'.-~: 

I 

I 
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\"v~b.at transpired here tl1is afternoo11, 
a::.1d hence I am t1nable to say 110\\' fqr 

anything I may have to say ''·'i.11 be 
u11necessary and a matter of repeti
tion. 

Ho\vever, sir, I feel that I 011ght to 
express myself upon the subject n1at
ter of tl1e Resolutions before th·.3 cl1air 
and tl1e an1endment, in such language 
as seen1s to me proper a,11d consistent 
with n1y d11ty as a member of il1is 
:tlouse. I t11inlk, sir, that this is a 1nat
ter which ought not be dealt ''lit11 as 
a party n1easure by rthe Governn1ent. 
er tl1e Op1}osition. Almost every pro-

.. 

posed enactment or set of resol11tJc111s 
11at comes before ·Parliament must 
ecessarily pa.rtalre of an appearance 

of arty demacr~.,tion and it is extre
mcl.,. di::iicult for a member, either 
on !:8 sido of the Ho11se er the oth
er, a treat ordinary matters or to 

on c:rdi;iary matters, otl1erT"vise 
tb n fro1n the standpoint of his party; 
1}· t t1is, sir, is a n1easure which con

, i1s tl1·2 health anr1 well-being of not 
ss t!:l:tn 25 % of the population of 

nis Colony, and Ol1ght to be dealt 
~1 tl1 1:; y Gvery one of us indivld ually 
~res1JGctive of party ancl accord~ng to 
11r bost judgment as to vvl1ettjer or 
ct it should be grappled witl1; and 

i it sl1ould the best i11anner i11 \vhich 
' 

it s11011ld be do11e. l propose there-
fo::'e to c1eal ·v1itl1 it as far as my cap
o.,city .. ,~.rill l)Grmit pt.1rely fro~ tl1e 
stand1)ci::lt of a private n1embiqr and 
net as a party n1ea;:;ure; not as a sup
porter of tl1e Go·vernment or a sun-

"" 
l)Orter of tl10 Opposition, bt1t si111ply 

in iny capacity as a represe11tative of 
1 t11e people, anxio11s to see placed on 
tl1e Statute Book or brought i11to effect. 
st1ch a ineas11re as vrill do the greatest 
good to the greatest nun1ber, because 
that is tl1e underi-y-i11g principle-the 
basic principle-of all proper respon
sible Go\~ernment. In revie\ving ithe 
st1bject matter of tl1ese Resolt1tions I 

. pro11ose, sir, as briefly as possible to 
de\!_ with t11e information-tl1at we 

have as to tl1e exrtont and nat11rc of 
this disease, an cl az to the best m 'Jans 
in v.rl1ich to deal \Vitl1 it, and as to the 
position tal{en by my hon. friends on 
the other side of the House v1ith re
gard to the matter; and as to their 
sincerity with regard to the positions 
they take. First of all, sir, I under
stand that it is not denied by anybody 
tl1at there a great deal of consump
tion in this Colony. How much or 
ho-vv extensive it is we are unable to 
say accurately; but one thing is sure 
-that a considerable an1ount prevails 
in this Colony, much more tl1an ought 
to prevail, and much more extensively 
than it should if proper measures wer2 

. tul{en to combat it. It has been con
tenf1ec1-and I propose later to deal 
\'-.ritl1 tl1c sincerity of these contentions, 
at present I shall deal v1ith them only 
as argun1ents against the proposed 
111easure-that there are no authorita
tive facts l1pon which to base our con
cl usio11s tl1at the proposed action of 
tl1e Governn1ent is justifiable. It has 
been contended that ·vie have nowhere 
a recon1mendation in favour of sani
taria. It has been contended that our 
Public Health Commission has ex
pressly negatived so .. nitaria. With all 
dl1e deference rto these contentions, 
Ivi r. Cl1airman, I beg to say that in my 
C·l)inion, after reading t11e autl1orities 
and tl1e Report cf the H~altl1 Co111-
n1issio11, no s11ch co11tentio11 is tenable 
for a inon1e11rt. I11 the first place those 
\1.rl10 11ave ad·vanced these contentio113 
11ave taken tl1e Report of the Com111is
sion 011 Public Healtl1 for the year 
1911 and they ql1ote from tl1at Re· 
port wiith regard to sanitaria, "tha,t 
tl1e Commission 'vere unable to re .. 
co1nmend the Government to incur t11e 
large expense incidental to tl10 adup 
tion of sanitarium treatmenrt on any 
considerable scale at t11e pr·8S8n.t 
tir11e." Then tl1e report goes on ancl 
says: "That tl1e matter has, howev€~r, 
been urged by some of rthe nle:-"lical 
corres:pondents of the Commissio11, 
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"\vhose vievvs commend consideration. 
It has been sug·gested that R:nall and 
inexpensive sanitaria for individual dis
tricts,_ conducted under the local doc
tor's eye, should be tried at lea.st ex
perimentally." 

Then they go on and give the reu.s
ons vvhy they are not prepared to re
commend these sanitaria. Tl1ese 
reasons are, as they say: 

"The two grea1t difficulties, as point
ed out, are in the first place, 110,v to 
find early cases, still in the c11ruble 
stages, and l1ow to prevail on them 
to abandon their homes and fami!ies 
and stay in an institution long enough 
to be ctrred; and in the second place 
11ow to provide for the rest of the fam
ily during the period of treatment." 

But, l\1r. Chairman, this very same 
report that is relied upo11 so much by 
the opponents of the Resolutions be
fore us,· in dealing with the limited 
sanitarium which has been establisl1-
ed by the Government in the city of 
S1t. John's says:-

"An average of fron1 20 to 30 con
sumptive patients l1ave been constant
ly l1nder treatment at this hospital 
\Vith marked success. lit is impos
sible to speal~ too higl1Iy of the work 
tl1at is being quietly done by Dr. 
Camp bell and his staff at this institu
tion. A very large number of pa;tients, 
many of them in an advanced stage 
of consumption have been grea.tly im
proved, and those \v·ho have voluntar· 
ily gone there, while benefitting 
themselves, at the same rtime have re
lieved their families from the ever 
present danger of infection.'' 

Mr. Cl1airman, if I understand the 
English language, and I hope I do, 
what is that sta;tement but an unre
served ap11roval of sanitari.a. It may 
be said, sir, that it is an approval of 
a sanitarium in St. John's. I do not 
lJegrudge St. John's its sanitarium; 
but why cannot our people in the Out
ports have sanitaria if necessary, just 
as well as St. John's. They are all the 

n1ore needecl Qnd all the more reason 
';vhy we sho11ld 11a .. ro them. Tl1e peo
ple of St. Jol1n's 11a~1e better medical 
facilities, better facilities for obtain
ing medicines and drugs. Tl1ey have 
at hand the various hospitals and oth
e1· places in wl1ich their different ail· 
menits can be cured ; but in the out· 
port districts, some of which are very 
scattered, and very remote from 
medical aid or the aid of drugs, or 
any skilled aid at all in this direction, 
-why should these people be deprived 
cf tl1e privilege of treatment for \Vhicl1 
tl1ey are bearing their proportionate ( 
sl1are of taxes. Again, Sir, it is only 
s11ch of t1s as have to do \Vi th outporV 
c1istricits, tl1at can realize vvhat a11 ard-
011nt of 11arclship and suffering and in• 
convenie11ce the a.verage outport ati
ent has to go t11rot1gh while in an-
sit fron1 11is home to the hospital. 
sir, if I itnders1tand tl1is questio \\of 
co11sumption rigl1tly the remedy m Y 
bo di~1ided under two heads. 01e s 
cur0 anc1 the other prevention a 
bctl1 in,volve edcuation. My learn 
friend on t11e other side of the I-Ious 
the Ho11. member for St. John's Eas 
said in the course of his remarlrs tha 
it was rather a question of P·T~ventio 

tl1an of cure. I can only assume fro 
tl1at, if it means anything, that if w 
have four tl1ousand persons at present 
inoculated they must be allowed to 
die, a:µc1 "\Ve ""\Vill be doing our duty if 
\Ve ta~e step~ rto prevent others ~ro~ 
taking the disease. I say that it is 
not alone a. question of prevention, but 
of cure also; and botl1 cure and pre
\.rention involve education. It seems 
to me that if you erect these small 
sanitaria in each ot1tport district, 
vvl1ere every~one can avail of them, 
t11ey ,~.,ill become centres of education 
and infor1nation and enlightenment for 
those who 11ave to deal with con
sumptives in the family or home; and 
that alone would be n1ore than a justi
fication for rthe establishment of these 
sB~nitaria. 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, there is anoth
er matter to which I wish to draw your 
attention and that is rto the a11thorities 
cited, and who see111 to base· their op
position upon one point,and one point 
only, and t11at point is that the ex
pense of the establishment of these 
sanitaria is so great. That seems to 
be the underlying objecition with all 
these so-called authorities against the 
establishment of sanitaria. Like my 
Hon. friend, the Hon. Minister of Fin
ance, for my part thwt ground would 
not 11old for a mon1ent. I can only 
ay, sir, that if one thousand people 
· e every year from consumption and 

i y vote for $100,000, or $200,000, in 
this House can save them, I will vote 
for every day I come into the 
I-Iou .-. 

N v, sir, I would like to believe 
tl1at· he I-Ion. gentleman on tl1e other 
sid ~ f tl1e House were sincere in the 
po tion taken by them on ithis ques
ti , I would particularly lili:e· to be
li ·1~ tl1at the Rt. Hon. the Leader 
o the Opposition -vvas sincere. The~l 

I t l us tl1 ~t tl1c.7 believe it is necessary 
t do sornething. T11ey tell us t11at 
t l y recognize the existence of con
s l1ption, and tl1at something ought to 
be done. Bt1t, lVIr. Cl1airman, actions 
spealr louder than v1orcls; and if I 
talre a leaded gun and aim it at you 
and pull tl1e trigger the fact that I 
say I did not intend to !{ill you does 
not convey any meaning to anyone. 
No one \Vill believe mo. Now, sir, 
'''hat is the position of the Opposition. 
\iVJ1en the Acldress from the Throne, 
1vhicl1 outlined this policy, came be
fore tl1is Ho11se, wl1at position did the 
Rt. lion. the Lead.er of tl1e Opposition 
talce?. He came in here, sir, and criti-
cised in tl1e most 11eated and violent 
rtcrn1s t11e breacl1 of constitutional 
la"~v tl1at had taJ{en place by the adop-. 
tion ancl acceptance by the Govern-
n1ent of the gift of Messrs. Reid of 
011e hundred thousand dollars to build 
sanitaria; and, sir, he has gone back 

hundreds of years, long before any 
man now livi11g was ·bor11, to fi11d a 
grot1nd ~to sustain 11is position a11d to 
sustain his opposition to the scl1en1e. 
He has gone back as far as the days 
\Vl1en laws preventing settlen1ent in 
tl1is Colo11y were enacted; lavvs that 
gave the firSit ignorant hulk of a skip
per arriving, the rights of life and 
death over the people of this Colony. 
It is the law of this period; a law 
n1ade under conditions that do not ex
ist 1to-day, a law made hundreds of 
years ago, and long since forgotten, 
that 11e has quoted as the grounds for 
his objection to the action of the Gov
ernment i11 accepting ithis gift. Now 
what are the facts in connection with 
tl1i8 law? I suppose the Rt. Hon. gen4 

tleman l~nows them. If: not he ought. 
The S'tatutes and laws which he cited 
in Sllpport of his position V\rere adopt
ed in England some centuries ago in 
order to deal \Vith abuses gro\vn t1p 

under the reign of monarchs frorr1 
early in ti1e 13th and 14tl1 century. It 
must be rem0I11bored thait constitution
al Government us it is kno\vn to-day 
was not kno\'ln ~t a.11 in these days. 
It n1ust be re:I~crnbe:red that tl1e cab
inet \.Vhicl1 rto-day is the motive force 
in governir1g 'tl10 action of the nation 
did not e:::~ ist in t 11oso days; and vve 
mu ct no··v f r- .... ~·.-,+ t~ I"\~- c,,,..,. o••rn sys ' ~ \' \.......A. b \....:. L l.-Lt.-"" l, ,, L~ l v·11 , • 

tern, our constitution, is n1oc1olled on 
the constitutio11 cf Great Britai11 it
self. In those G..a,) ... s t11e 111onarcl1s of 
Great Britai11 assu:.:1cd to r'cl1omselvTes 
the pe1'son·al rigl1t to im1Jc:e taxes a11d 
use t11em as they ,.,.1isl1ed. That rigl1t 
11as g·radually been successfully com
batted l)y the people a11d rthe Com-
mons, beginning with the I\!Iagna 
Charta, and coming right dovvn 
through the centuries; leav-i11g a fam
iliar series of landn1arl\:s in the de
v elopment of tl1e modern constitution . 
But, sir, on the assertio11 t}y Parlia
n1ent and the people of tl1eir l"ights in 
tl1es0 matters, tb.e n1onarchs or some 
of their advisers invented a scheme of 
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taxation, or possibly, to put it more 
accurately, a way of raising the wind 
\Vithol1t applyi11g to Parliame11t. It 
vvas nothi11g especially strange in 
itl1ose days for I-Iis Majesty or Her 
lYiajesty, on wali::i11g U·P· s.ome morn-
ir~.g ai1d fi11di11g that 11e needed $100,-
000, to senc1 to son1e ricl1 ma11 and say 
11e -.;,vould lil\:G to get a present of this 
liloney and there are cases on record 
,-vhere the party ito whom the request 
\Vas made refused a11d was placed in 
prison till he saw the error of his v-vays 
and n1ade a gift to the Crown. The 
sums raised by this method of tax:ct
tion became l{novv11 as benevolences. 
Tl1is \vent 011 for years and for cent
uries, gradually growir1g ,·vorse, until 
it culn1inated I thinlc in the reign of 
the second Cl1arles, by Parlian1ent en
acting once and for all that no loan 01' 

gift to tl1e Crown without tl1e conse11t 
of Parlia1nent, vv-ould be per1nitted, 
and tl1is is the statute brougl1t in no\v 
ito criticise a11d find fault with the ac
tions of the Government in accepting 
t l1is gift. But this statute, IVTr. Cl1air-
1r..a11, as I 11ave already said, never 
co:itemplated co11di1tions as existing i11 
1ncder11 tirt1es. That statt1te \Vas i1ev
cr inte11ded to a1Jply to present day 
co11ditions. The \vord 'gift' as used 
i.i.1 tl1at statute -v•1as never i11tend.ed to 
co111pri;::;o g"i:fts of such a cl1aracte:r as 
thio. It \Vas initended to apply to so
called gifts that the T11dors and 
Stuarts wrung from their subjects by 

the tl1reat of imprisonment. That is 
the statute brot1ght in to-day as a 

eriticism of. tl1e g'ift of tl1e Reid New
fcridland Co. Novt, as I have said be
fore, if we \Vere discussing some mea
sure -vvhich as I say oughit to be treat
ed as a party measure, there ought to 
b2 so1ne shadow of justification for 
tl10 position of the Opposition; but we 
are dealing vvitl1 a subject tl1ait is a 
question of life and death of the flow
er of our men, vv~omen and cl1ildren i11 

1'~ e'\vfoundland. V\Thy should we go 
back through centuries of dust aI1d 

rnist tc) f incl eviclenco t o cTlticise the 

··"b 0 n ' - HQll L ..... v i -L-L • ..._.l_ • 

"oo~ -~+ .l.J ' l.:J 1 L 
t- " 1 .f no" ioo1r:: as i 

gentlcma11 read of this 
gift a11d reac1 tl1eso resolutions a:1d 
sa·;r:i ·t·o 11;n1se~i r· 6'T'r1-..r:.1··· Q...,,, T 0 ·01·ng to ~ -U .._ 1. ~ · ,.. .1..L. V '/ ~..l.'0 v ~!.d .. L ... L t~ v 

find so:rDe justlficatior1 for opposing 
tl1is gift?'' a11d i11 the quiet of his 
l101r1e a11d duri11g· tl1e leisure tha .. t he 
has, a leisure '.vhicl1 1;ve n1e11 \Vl10 
have to ear11 our living, can11ot get, 
he searc11es bacl\: and comes upon this 

lcs II. a11d on tl1is L-1usty a1rtl1ority, 
stc:ttos tl1at the CovoI·nmont is acting J 
unco11stitt!.tior.2Jl::. For tl1at reason I 

t . .J,.l • ·+ ,. t, 0 . Clues ion L 1e s 1r.c~er1,,y or -11e ppos -
tion. Bc:t tl1G:ro is ~nother reason a cl 
tl1at is the deliberate; misqt1otatio '.l or 

. ~~ ,. 
ex1Jress~ t' . or , 

opi11io11 of Si:r ~vVn1. 1\TacG-rGgQ. ,; I:q_ . 

the profession to which l ha ·-_ c .~I~?';' - •' .. 
11onour to belo11;- \Ve freqt.1entl 1 \;~~ - .,r:; ::,~ ;:, 
O(>r>~S!Ol1 i·11 aclcl r• or:t'":·1~" 0· +11r• Cr" . ; ~ .. ..., v L.u 1 {, 1.~ \J 0...., ~.t;::, ~l. '-· "-· . 1 ,. 

cito froni. auth(Jl~itative r:.nd rec,) 
ed autl1ori·ties to sustair1 tl10 pc s 
·\vl1icl1 \Ve are upl1olding· a.11d no , l 

of J1onour, 110 reputable n1embei- vf 
profession \'TOllld dare to c1t1oto fi 
an al1thority i 11 tl1e ma11gled n1 

i1er in ,.Yl1icl1 tl1e Ii..i.glTt I-1 

tl10 Lea,d_er c:f tl10 Opposit . 1:. 

has done here. And if he darec~ ' to 
do so he WOllld soon be called to ur. 

del· by tl1ose wl1om he is ac:dressing. 
Tl1is cermmittee occupies a positio~ 

~ 

analogous to tl1at \Vhich the judg·e cc~ 

cupies in tl1e Court. And when ''re 
come before this con1mittee vve come 
11ere as Honorable gentlemen, su.ppos

ed to put forth our minds and be;st 
judg·ments fai·rly and honourabl)~ tr} 
arrtv·e at the rest1lts best calculatei7 

to benefit those v1b_o sent us l .. e1 e. 
\Vhat ha\re 've to say to a man ··lllo 

deliberately 111isquotes an a utl1orit\· • 

to n1isleac1 the committee and t11e pub

lic. I say tl1 2-.t the condt1ct or tl1e Rt. 

Hon. Sir R. Bond was unworthy of 

an hono11rable gentleman, an·d uuwor· 

. . 
. ·~ . .. ·~ 

.. .. ·~:" . ' 

·, 
• • 

,. . 

. . 
. ·t . ' .• • > 

. . . 
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for some more years in the Coloaial 
Secretary's office. It is all very well 
for hon. members to criticiz·e and say 
what they would ·do if they were ev
er here, but they must recollect that . 
they were in powe·r for eight years, 
and no matter what p·rotestations they 
may make now as to what they would 
do if they were here,people will judge 
them by what they did when they 
were here. And that was nothing. Not 
one of them ever .raised a finger to 
deal with the question of Consump
tion, and we can only conol ude that if 
they were here to-da·y, if they hacJ 
been continued in off:ic·e, nothing 
would still be done. And from .the 

thy or a member of this House, and 
particularly of one who has held such 
a prominent position in the Hou.se, 
and when we consider the subject up
on which it wa1s. used I can only term 
it as beneath contempt. The deliber
ate misquotation by the Rt. Hon. tl·e 
leader of the Opposition made to mis
lead this committee and the public, 
upon such an all-important question 
was beneath contempt. If he was sin
cere, if he was in earnest, if he ·vas 
a man, he would no·t leave out part, 
A material part of the quotation to 
support and substantiate his position. 
At first I thought he ha·d misquoted 
by accident but when his attention 
was dr.awn to the mistake he not 
alone continued his misquotation, out 
had the ·eff·rontery to put on recor·d by 
his amendments to the resol utious a 
continuance of his misquota.tion of 

Sir Wm. Mac·Gregor. Now, Sir, I have 
listened to the hon. member for St. 
John's East, Mr. Kent, and the hon. 
member for Twillingate, Mr. Clift, and 

remarks d·ropped during the course of 
the debate it would appea,r that if ever 
they get back to power they will un·do 
what we have done and consumption 
will be again allowed a fre·e hand. I: 
intend. s ·ir, to vote against this 
a,mendment for the reason first that 
it is insincere, secondly because the 
preambles are incorrect, intentionally 
incorrect, and thir·dly because the r·e
solutions inferred from these pream· 
bles do not constitute proper and 
legitimate inferences. For these rea· 
sons I in tend to vote against the 
amendment. Something must be done 
by us to stay this dreadful scourge 
which has been growing greater and 
greater every year, and for these .rea
sons I shall vote for the resolutions. 

it appea·rs to ·m,e that tl1eir only fear 
is that this may cost us $100,000. 
Well, suppo·se it d.oes .. Suppose it costs 
$200,000. If we can by exp.3nding 
$200,000 have well amongst us ~his 
time twelve months, one thousand of 
the people of this country that would 
otherwise be gon·e, then by all means 
spend it. I have listened to Mr. Kent 
as to his desires in the matter. He 
does not a.gree with this gove·rnm8n t. 
He does not think that they ar·e ta·k· 
ing the proper course to deal with ·the 
question. What are we to conclude 
are the proper steps from that re
mark. We are to conclude I pre~ume 
that we should take or rather follo'v 
the steps ta.,ken by the last Gove·rn
ment in the matter. We are to con
clude that the proper steps to be 

taken are to have some more artic.;'es 
wr·itten by Dr. Tait, an·d hidden a1.vay 

,. 
~ .... :#0"" •• 

.y I'. • . .... . 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-Mr. Chair
man, before this section (Sec. 4) is 
pass·ed I would like to call tl1e atten
tion of this committee to the fact that 
this section is evidently in1tended . 
to carry out the r e c o m m e n d a
tion of the A.P.C., as incorpor
ated in paragraph four ( d.) of the Re
port of 1911-That report c·ontains the 
following paragrap·h which is a recom
mendation to the Go1vernment; "The· 
crofttion of necessary pawers for the 
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eompulso:y rem.oval of advanced con
sumptives from crowded dwe]Jings to 
a pub~ic institution where they can be 
properly looked after, thus ensuring a 
compulsory segregation of the most 
da11gerous cases." Yesterday, it will 
be remembered, I drew attention to a 
clause in Lloyd George's National In· 
su1 ance scheme which had reference 
to Sanit1:·ia, wherein provision is 
made that where a patient who is a 
tr~::lc1-winr1er is compelled to enter a 
sani tarium ithe State shall make pro
vi3icn for the support of his family 
durl 11g· such period as he is detained 
th'-' rei11. P. nd I pointed out the great 
hn rd ~~hip ~hat would accrue and the 
::·: r' ;; '~. i n·:1 ~ 'tice that would be done to 
-, ·. · ·_1J e ~·- 1 t:1pelled to leave their family 
q, , ) •l i n c a r c er a t e d, in these 
sanita1 ia, and their family perchance 
left helple.Js without any provision for 

. _. rt-. Is the Government going 
to carry out a law of comp·ulso·ry tak
ing away these breadwinners from 
their family without making any p·ro
·v~sion for t:--iPir support? Sir, the pro· 
vision mad.e by t~e Impel'ial Act is a 
payment o: 10 shillin?:s per week for 
the support o~ the w~fe and children. 
Tl1e·re is no mention made in these 
:·esolutions that anv s11 r h provision 
is to be made in the bill to be intro
d lJced a.nd I deny the jus,tice of com
p11 lsory detention without provision 
r £' 1n g· m~tde for thB ~upnort of the wife 
a,nd children. I think this resolution is 
a most objectionable one)and I think 
it~ principle will be more object ion
n" 1e if it is incl11ded in a bill. There 
can be no doubt whatever as to the in
trntir n of this resolution for a subse
quent section pro,rides that: 

"It shall be lawful for the Governor
in-Co11ncil to rnnke all such rules or 
regulations as he may consider neces
sary for rendering any of the provi
sions of this Act effectual, or as in 
their opinlon may be necessary for 

the purpose of preventin.g the spread 
of tuberculosis in any form,. and may 
affix penal ties for the breach of the 
said rules or regulations." 

The intention is perfectly clear. The 
Government purpose to act upon the 
recommenda tion of the A.? .C. and to 
take power to compel any man who 
has any symptom of consump ti011 
to enter .a sanitarium. If th.is be the 
intention of the Government, and 1 
challenge contradiction; then it is the 
duty of the Government to make pro
vision for the wives and children left 
helpless at home. 

RT. HON .. THE PRIME MINISTER 

-Mr. Chairman, I may say in (t'eply to 
the Rt. Hon. the leader of Oppositfo.n, 
that no suc·h intention was ever con
templated. The section he has quoted 
is not for that purpose. It m·erely gives 
powe·r to make rules and regulations . 
Such rules and regulations as the 
Governo·r in Council may be pleas.e·d 
to provide for the carrying out of the 
law, and there is no such intention as 
that suggested of taking the breadwtn
ner·s from their homes and incarcerat
ing them. In the past we have not 
professed so much interest in their 
welfare, they were allowed to go 
down unheeded to thei.r grave. Not 
one, nor a hundred but 50,000 who in 
this country now lie with their pale 
faces to the sky, stricken down by 
this d·rea·d disease. And yet we are 
told, when we come in he·re to suc
cour and save them, that we are go· 
ing · to incarcerate them, cover them 
up. There is going to be no incar
ceration, no imp·risonment or the 
bread winner of the family. The sec
tion provides for mere matters of de
tail to be fixed by the Go~re·rnor-in

Council. The Rt. hon. member is 
too old a parliamentarian,and too wise 
a one not to know that you cannot 
put e\rery detail luto a, Ei11~ That sec· 
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tion is a verbatim copy of· the Imperial 
Act dealing with Tuberculosis. The 
Rt. hon. member is always prepared 
to quote Imperial legislation as per
fect, and the, fact that this section is 
quoted from the Imperial Act should 
satisfy him. Now the intention of 
the Government is not to take away 
any man or any breadwinne-r upon 
whom a family or anyone is dependent 
without supporting the family while 
he is away from home. But that is. a 
matter of detail not put into the Act. 
It doe.8 not requi1t e to be put there. It 
will be dealt with in the rule·s and reg
ulations as will also the question o·f 
notificat1on,milk,;food, tubercular C'attle 

and a thousand an·d one other mat· 
ters. If it is found necessary in the 
interest of the public health that any 
person should be removed from his 
home, he p·robably will be removed. 
But that is the law of the land to-day 
in relation to tuberculosis. It has 
been the law of the land for som·e 

pointed out this evening what the 
"{mperial Government had done. We 
are told that compulsory pc:wers are 
contained in the Imperial Act. I do 
not question the Rt. hon. gentleman's 
sitatement. They would have a proper 
place in the Imperial Act, because in 
that Act provision is also made for the 
support of the families. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-There 
is no such reference in the Imperial 
Act. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-Oh, yes 
there is. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIE R.- - ···.'· 

now, there is not and I'lJ nrove it. 
I'll bring down the Act to-morro'r . 

RT. HON. SIR R. BON D.-I shall t ·e 
very pleased if you do so. In his 
speech, which I have before me, Mr. 
Lloyd-George,the Chancellor of the Im
perial Exchequer pointed to the f~. <"'t 

that the Imper;ial Governi:rent 
would provide 10 sh i 1 1 i n g s 
per week for the benefit 
of the wife and children. If this 
is the intention of this Governm e"7 
why not expres·s that intention in 
the resolutions. If on the other 
hand it is not the intention of th3 g·._ ..... ,_ 
ernment ito compel a consumptive to 
leave his home and go to a sanitari· 
um, am I to understand that -~l1e re
commendation of the . Tuberculosis 
Commission is to be igno·red in tl1e 

matter? This is one of their recom
mendations; the creation of: machin
ery and powers for the compulsory l'e· 
moval of consumptives from th8ir 

homes for treatment. And I still 

years. A man can be removed from 
his home to-day, if it is considered 
nec.essary in the interests of the pub
lic health. It is the law of this and 
many lands in regard to all infectious 
or contagious diseases . So that the 
danger pointed out by the Rt. hon. 
gentle1man does n.ot ·exist. I gi"te him 
my ifulles1t .as.s.urance, an·d I ,give it to 
the House that no rule or regulation, 
as far as the present government is 
concerned will take any member of 
the family away from his home with· 
out provis,ion being made for the main
tenance and support of. those left be
hind during his absence. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-Mr. Chair· 
man, I am extremely glad, that my ob-
serva tions have drawn forth this 

have to ·read these resolutions in ~on
nection with that recommendatio11. 
Again, I ask why should not the mat
ter of provision for the family be em
bodied in a bill. 

pledge to the House. Whatev·er the 
intention of the government ma·y be 
now, we heard nothing about such in· 
tention during the debate until I 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-It is a 
mere matter of detail. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-It is a 
matter of which this House is the 

, 
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proper judge, as to what amount 
should be given to the family of the 
per:son s;o removed. It shollld not 
be left to the Exe.cutive Government. 
lt should be decided by this. House, 
and. not by nine gentlemen who 
sit as a committee of. this House, to 
carry out its will and pleasure. How 
are you going to arrive at its will and 
pleasure, unless you debate the ques
tion here? Your decision may be en
tirely opposed to the will of this Leg· 
islature. You might give to those 
families far less or far more than the 
Legislature intended to give. Howev
er, you are the Government, all-pow
erful at pre·sent,an·d you will do as you 
please. It is my duty to point out 
\Vhat you should or should noit do. 
When I have done that I have done all 
I can do. Again, we are told that 
we are going to save the lives of thou .. 
sands of people by these sanitaria. I 
}Jointed out that some of the highest 
r11edical authorities are not in favor 
of sanitaria. . I will come closer 
.home. The Provincial H e a l th 
Officer of Nova Scotia, Dr. A. P. Reid; 
i~1 a pamphlet he has written is 
not by any means In f.avour of sani
taria. He says :-"The comparative 
success that was associated with sanf .. 
tarial treatment captured the laity as 
well as the profession, and in common 
with others, I assume·d that the sani
tarium could be made the grave of the 
tubercle bacillus. Experience, howev
er, has disclosed inherent defects in 
its present method of installation 
which militate a.g·inst its succe,ss. 
Since the establishment or aanitariri 
the tuberculosis death rate has dimin
ished, no doubt partly due to the·m, 
·but also to the great awakenin,g of t11e 
general public to the advantages of 
fre.sh air, diet, rest, app·rop·riate exer-

• c1se and oth~r hygienic aids which 

will cure the incipient and even the 

eases not too far advanced. All <•f 
these conditions have n·o doubt had 
their influence in p-romoting the fall· 
ing death rate. In dealing, howe·ver, 
with the sanitar'ium let us consider 
the disabilities under whic·h these in
stitutions labor, many of which are 
not remediable and must le,ad to the-ir 
failure to accomplish what it is a ,s
sumed they c.an enc·ompass. Put it in 
other words-their ·role is very limit· 
ed as regards the extinction of the 
disease or the cure of a very large 
percentage of the afflicted (explained 
infra) 'even were the cost not consid· 
e·red.'' 

Here we have the Provincial Health 
Officer of Nova Scotia saying that 
tl1e role of sanitaria is very limite·d 
indeed as regards the extinction of 
the disease. And yet we are told,with
out the production of any c.ompe·tent 
authority, that these 17 sanitaria are 
going to stamp out once and forever 
tuberculosis from our midst. The mere 
reiteration of that statement will not 
disprove the views o.f· so many me·dical 
authorities, though it m.ay satisfy the 
consciences of the Governmenit. We 
are pathetically told that there are 
"50,000 people in their grave to-day 
turning up their pale faces to the sky" 
and so on for want of being looked 
after. They were attended to if they 
came under the Poor Commis-

sioner's control, and if they died from 

neglect of others, then the Premier 

censures himself since he was Attor

ney-General for some years. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER-For 20 

. years that matter was in your De-

p·artment. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BON 0.-If there 

was neglect, the Rt. hon. leader of the 

Government as .P ... ttorney General, and 
member of the Executive for 
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years was particeps criminis. But 
we have had enough of th'is kind of 
twaddle. It reflects no credit upon 
the le·ader of the Govern.ment. If he 
imputes responsibility he must share 
ft with e·very membe·r of the executive 
'government, and not try to shift it off 
on the shoulders of f.or.me·r colleag·ues. 
But I say there is no such responsibil
ity, 

RT. HON THE 
made the charge. 

PREMIER.-You 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND~No; you 

made it. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER-I did 

supported by the State, and for this I 

am violently assailed. 

RT. HON THE PREMIER.-! did 

n,ot attack the Rt. hon. gentleman. I 

merely replied when he made a charge 

.,gainst myself. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.

You said that 50,000 people had gone 

down into their graves through ne

glect. Whose was the respon·sibility? 

It was either the ·Poor Commission

ers or on the Executi,re Governments 

if these 50,000 people \Vere paupers 

and the leader of the Government 
not mak.e the c·h.arge against you any must bear his share of that blame. 

more than against anyone else. From time to time I am told by him 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-The Rt. 
hon. lea.der of the ,Government is get
tin,g ver·y excited o·veir the matter. 
And yet I am merely taking up his 
own words, that 50,000 of our people 
h.ave gone down to their graves 
through neglect. These exaggerated 
statements a-re not proper to be ma-de 
to an intelligent committee. We are 
not appealing to the galleries. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER-I have 
been appealin.g to heads, not to heels. 

RT. HON SIR R. BOND-Yo·u would 

that he courts criticism, and yet ev
ery 1time I criticise him he becomes 

heated, or if he does not, his follow

ers do and I am subjected to any 

amot1nt of personal vilification and 

abuse. 

HON. MR. CASHIN-If you me1an 
me, what I said was true. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.

You are insign'ific·a.nt, utterly insigni

ficant. 

appeal to a,ny part of: the human body HON. MR. CASHIN.-You are a po-

. that would :respond to you. litical hypocrite. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-Now RT. HON SIR ROBERT B-OND-Mr. 

what does that mean? 
know what it mean& 

You do not Cl1airman I appeal to you to make 
' 

RT. HON SIR R. BOND-If the Rt. 
hon. the Premier will allow me to pro
ceed, I got up to point out a 
most importa.nt fact that reflects upon 
the life and well-being of many fam
ilies in this Colony. I only s,ay that if 

a doctor diagnoses a case as consump
tion and the man is forcibly removed 

to a saniitarium his family should be 

the hon. member take h'is seat. He 
does not know the rules. 

HON. MR CASHIN-I am not to be 
taught by you. 

RT. HON, SIR ROBERT BOND1
.

Mr. Chairman, do you intend to permit 
this rowdyism here? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
You are the greatest political hypo-

• 

' 
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crite that ever stood on the floor8 \lf 

this House. 
RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND-I 

move that these words be taken down 
HON. MINIS·TER OF FINANCE-I 

have· got the floor. 
RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.-

Mr. Chairman, if you ·do not do your 
duty I must ask the Speaker to be 
called in. You must request that 
member to sit down. I move for 
these words to be taken down. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINA.NCE.-
Why should the words be taken down? 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND-
Thls ls a perfect disgrace. I will 
point out to the Speaker that it is h'ls 
duty to take the Chair. I am aston
ished that the Leader of the Housr· 
who is responsible for the behaviour 
of the House, does not make some at-
tempt to uphold its dignity. Where 
is this sort of thing to end? It is a 
disgrace to a Legislative body and to 
Ministers of the Crown. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE.-
I have seen the same thing done by a 
Prime Minister of this C·olony. 

THE CHAIRMAN-The Rt. Hon. 
leader of the Opposition has the floor. 

. RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND-I 
have moved that the words be t¥en 
down and reported to the Speaker. No 

. debate can take place inthe meantime. 

MR. F. J~ MORRIS-Mr. Chalrman,I 
take it that the right motion is that 
the Committee rise and that the words 
be taken down and reported to the 
chair. I rise to a point or order 
an·d make this suggestion to the chair
man. 

The Committee rose. 
Mr. Speaker took the Chair. The 

words taken down were reported by 
the Chairman to Mr. Spe.aker. 

MR. SPEAKER-The Chairman of 
the Committee of th·e Whole reports 
that the Hon. Minister of Finance and 

Customs has said that the Rt. Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition was ••the 
greatest political hypoc.rite that ever 
stood on the floors of this House." 
What is the pleasure of the House on 
this report? 

RT. · HON. SIR ROBERT BOND•.
I ask, Sir, for your ruling on the 
words taken down and reported to you. 

MR. SPEA.KER.-1 beg to point out 
that I wa.s in the House at the time, 
and wa.s aware th.at in case or grave 
disorder it is the duty of the Speaker 
to take th.e Chair. I was of; opinion 
that there was no grave di.sor·der suffi· 
cient to necessitate such a course. I 
heard nothing that coul·d no·t have 
been suppressed by the Chairman. I 
heard an interruption made when the 
Rt. Hon. Leader of the Opposition had 
the floor. I heard the M'inister of Fi
nance and Customs s.ay: "If you ref er 
to me, what I sald was true.'' I heard 
th.e Rt. hon. leader of the Oppos.itlon 
say: "You are entirely lns.ignlfica.nt. ,, 
I then heard the Minister of Finance 
and Customs use the wo·rds he·re taken 
down. 

I rule that neither the words ·1sed 
by the Rt . . Hon. leader o.f the Opposi
tion, nor the words used by the Mi11ls
ter of Financ·e and Customs we·re F2.r· 
liam.e·nta ry. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBT. BOND-May 
I point out that I said I regarded any 
statements that proc·eeded fro.n the 
Hon. member as insignificant. S·11 eJy 
th.at is not out of order. 

MR. SPEAKER-The Rt. Hon. gent
leman said "You are entirely insigni
ficant." It ls enttr.ely a matter for the 
Speaker as to the construction to be 
put upon thes,e incidents. I now call 
upon ~Ir. Parsons to resume the chai't. 

Mr. Speaker left the chal·r. 
Mr. Parsons took the chair of Com

mittee. 
RT. HON. SIR ROBT. BOND~Now, 

Mr. Chairman, I have only to say 

{ 
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this, that I am perfectly satisfied that 
the ruling made by the Speaker 
should be ·entered in the Journals of 
this House for it is without a parallel 
in Parliamentary history. I think, sir, 
that the time w.ill coime when the 
I-louse will regret it. If it is possible 
to fling the most abusive epi1thets 
across the floor with infamy, then 
the sooner respe·ctable people leave 
it the better. Durin.g the whole thir
ty years of my experience in this 
House I have never witnessed a more 
disgra.ceful 1Jcene than that we have 
had to-night; and I have seen so·me 
strang·e scenes here; but the Speaker 
of the House has always upheld its 
dignity. I am satisfied to leave the 
whole maitter to tl1e calm considera
tion of the people of Newfoundland. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOMS·.-It is correct, Mr. Chair· 

whether a man called Jeffries could 
come back or not, but the hon. mem
ber has attempted to come back, only. 
I think to meet the fate of Jeffries. 
He will, plead, however, that be has 
changed his mind, for he told us this 
evening during the debate that a man 
who could not change his mind was 
a fool. He changed h'is min·d and 
what are we to think or him? Only a 
fool he says does not change his 
mind. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND--
Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of or
der. Th.e hon. m~mber',s remarks cer:
tainly have no relation to the matter 
before the Chair. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE &. 

CUSTOMS.-The Rt. Hon. gentleman 
ls not going to bulldoze me; I do not 
intend to be stopped by him. , 

THE CHAIRMAN-The Hon. !\I!n· 
man, that I made statements about ister of Finance and Customs is quite 
the Rt. hon. gentlema.n in this Hou.se 
to-night; perhaps I used strong 
terms, but if I did, they were justi
fied. He we·nt down stairs while 1 
was speaking and ·dld not come up un
til after the debate was over, and 
then he seemed to be very angry and 
has shown evidenc·es of that anger 
since. I am sorry he was absent when 
I made the·se statements, but I will 
repeat them here n .ow in his presence, 
an·d, moreover, I am p,re.pared to back 
them up. T11e Hon. gentlem.an 
seems to be too large for this Assem
bly or perhaps he thinks it ls not 
goo·d ,enough for him. He told the 
people that If be was not elected in 
1909 he would retire from public life. 
Did h~ lreep his promise? As I said, 
he comes back here now after sulk
ing in his tent at Whitbourne for two 

years. He sho11ld hav.e been here at 
this House attending to his duties the 
past two sessions instead of imitating 
Cincinnatus at the plough. There 
was much debate . last year aboµ* 

in order. 
RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND--

Sir, calling me a fool, 18 that in or· 
der? 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
--The Rt. hon. gentleman is unfair, 
the Minister ·did not call him a fool, 
he merely quoted from a sentence us
ed by the Rt. hon. gentleman this af· 
ternoon. It is not fair to allege that 
the Minister referre·d to him as a fool. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND-I 
do not expect any fairness in this 
House to-night. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
..:_I submit that this charge is equally 
unfair. The Rt. hon. gentlema.n now 
makes a charge against the ·whole 
House, a charge that is unfounded. 
This afternoon he said that a man was 
a fool under certain circumstanc·es
l1e w·ould be a fool if he could · not 
change his mind. The Rt. Hon. gen
tleman, so the· Min.fster has stated, 
ha.s changed hi.s mind, b·ut he has 

not been ·called a· tool! The Minis-
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ter's remarks are only a deduction 
from what the hon. gentleman hims.elf 
said. 

H0N. MINISTER OF FINANCE &. 

CUST0MS-The ·doctor would not 
take me seriously if I called the Hon. 
member a fo.ol; but to return to the 
question, I am going to tell him again, 
once a.nd for all, that he is not go·ing 
to bulldoze me. I was a member of 
his party for several years, I know its 
inside workings, and I sp·eak with au
thority whe·n I say that he is the great
est party autocrat that ever occupie·d 
a place ·in this House. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND-I 
again object to this unseemly conduct. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE &. 

CUSTOMS.-The hon. member can 
object as much as he likes, but if he 
does not care for the terms I use, 
then he had better go down stairs 
again where he spent the evening. I 
am not going to be dictated to by him 
as to what I may say or what I may 
not say. I will go further and as
sert here to-night that the Govern
ment of which he wa.s the head was a 

' 
one-man Government. The public 
know that it was never a Government 
of the people, but a Government with 
Robert B·on·d as absolute dictator; so 
far did he carry this dictatorship in
de-ed, that when the fishermen '"~e"'e 

in danger from marine dis.asters, he 
ha·d first to be consulted before any
thing could be done to relieve th9m. 
The beads of the departm.ents or ~he 
public service had no auth·ority to act 
of themselves; indeed, he allowe·d 
me·n, h·is own constitue·nts, to d·rift 
out of Trinity Bay, and because he di.d 
not aet pro·mptly on thei.r b·ehalf, they 
all peris.hed. Is that correct, or is 
it not? I maintain that it is, and I 
challenge him to truthfully c.ontradict 
it.. I als10 critioised h'is actions in 

this House. Is be above criticism? 
I~ he n9t. made out of the same clay 

as the rest or us? or le he & being 
superior to us all, that we ~ust bo·W 
and scrape to him? I say that he has 
had his knees broke.n. Does he know 
what that means? He is like a hors.a 
that when it f.alls breaks its knee,s 
and is never the same after. Great 
numbers of people in this c·ountry 
know what this me.ans, that a horse , 

whicl1 has met this mishap can never 
be trus·te·d again-that i.s the position 
of the Rt. Hon. gentleman, he has 
stumbled and gone down, his knees 
are broken .and the people will never 
trus.t him anymore. I als.o exposed 
the tact that hi,s government Juggled . 
with the tariff, pre.tending to reduce 
taxation, but re·ally increasing taxa
tion, but I think I convinced this 
House this afternoon that in giving 
back to the people of the country all 
the money we are returning them, we 
are doing better for them than if we 
merely reduced the taxe.s on certain 
article·s and did not carry on the pro-
gressive policy we have now in band. 
He would not come up here and take 
his seat and listen to my critici.sm. 
The hon leade:r of the Opposition is 

mistaken if he thinks that he can 
frighten me. I know him too well. 
I have said that he is tb.e greatest P<>
litical hypocrite th.at ever entere·d 
this Hou.se, and the Speaker h·a·s ruled 
that this language is unparliamentary 
but he can consider any fo,rm of 
words that a:re parliamentairy as being 
usod ins1te·ad. Hi's whole con·duct 
he:-·e in th·is dis.cussion dis dictated by 
hypocrisy. His arguments aire 
trumped up to decelve the country. 
His a.n.swer to my argume·nts is that I 
am too ins·ignificant for him to notice; 

·but how ·dare he, S~r, make his state
ment regarding me? I represent 6,000 
people who aire just as indep:endent a8 

any in this Island. They have conf'f. 
dance in me and they have shown 
their . confidence in me by returnJug 
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me to this House. I care nothing or 
his op·inion about n1e that went broad· 

· cast la.st election. He wrote a.nd he 
telegraphe·d a.nd he did ev.e-rything pos-

/ sible to d·e.f.eat me, but he found to liis 
cost that I am not as in,slgnificant as 
he would pretend to-n'ight. I consid
er myself quite as. capa.ble a represen· 
tative 0 1f a constituency in this House 
as he is. I have repreise.ntecl. th.is 
constitue11cy du1ring my whole politi
cal career, and that is more than he 
can sa,y. l\1oreover, I contributed very 
la·rgely towards putting him where he 
ls to-day. When I went to the coun
try with others and sho1we1d tl1e peo
ple what a political hypoc:rite he was 
they believed me, because tl1ey turned 
him out. Am I correct, or am I not? 
He thought he ha.d control of the 
country for the ·re.st of his natural 
life, a.nd bec·ause he had defeated the 
political parties wl1ich preceded ours 
he thought he could also wipe us out 
when the time came, but he reckoned 
without h,is host. He found that he 
did n·ot have all the politic·al bra.in.s 
In this Colony, and that while he de
luded his party following to sitand by 
hiim, he could not delude the people 
of the country. I am as independent 
as any man in this I-louse to-ndght, 
though I sa.y .it myself. No hundreds 
of thousands of dolla.r,s of public mo
ney 11ave gone into my p·ockets.. I 

am no political blood-sucke1r living 
for twenty ... five yea1rs on money ob
tained from the public treasury, and 
no salaries fo·r Gov·ernment positions 
and for payments. for trips to England, 
America a.nd e1se1wl1ere have (~.om.e to 
me. If I tal\:e a trip it is paid out of 
money that I have earned honestly in 
my priva.te bt1siness. My record in 
th1is and othe·r respects is at least .as 
clea.n as h-is, and thoug.h he rna.y say 
that I am too insignificant f o·r him to 
notice, he realises only too well that 
this is a puerile excuse, an·d that I am. 

as well able to hold my own in thts 
Hol1se or in tl1is country as he ls him
self. He has tr.ie·d fo·r more than 
once before thts to m!s1rep:re,sent me 
in this House, but he failed then eveni, 
thoug·h he had a majority behind him 
on tl1is side of the I-louse, and he is 
fa-ili11g now because the truth is not 
in him. I pointed out to this coun· 
·try to-night how he had misquoted 
Sir \rVilliam MacGregor's re·ma·rks in 
tl1e Am.endment he made to· the Res• 
olutions before the chair. He mis-
quote,d Si1r William MacGregor to try 
and bolster up a losing cause., and af· 
ter two "days of d·ebate he was sham,ed 
by tl1e Premier into er-a wling 
and allowing the remainde:r of 
quota ti on to be in,se,rted in the 
lutions. vVhat can be tho·ught, sir, 
of a public ma.n who went s.o far as1 to 
misquote Sir William MacGregor, and 
tl1is afternoon the conde1mnation of 
tl1is fraud wa.s so .g•reat that he ha·d 
tl1e clerk insert the remainder of Si;r 
Vv1illiam l\1acG·rego~'·s words in the 
a.inendment. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BON01
.

Tl1at is nc't; so, I have not consented to 
insertirig the wl1ole paragraph. 

I-ION. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 
CUSTOl\.1S-I appeal to the Chairrman,, 
tl1e Clerlr and the Hous,e wheth·er it 
is not true. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND-It 

is not true. I ·did not do so. I did 
insert the paragraph or order it to be 
i11serted. 

HON. MIN~STER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOMS-You may Il10t have w·rit
ten th.e wo;rds there yourself,, but you 
a.sked tl1a.t tl1ey be written there. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BONO.

I did not, and I'll see that the para
graph is not inserted. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINA.NCE & 

CUSTOMS-That won't alter the 
fact that this afternoon you agreed to 
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have these ·words put in. You tried 
to deceive the public as to Sir Wil· 
llam Mac·Gregor's state,me.nt just as 
you have tried to dece'ive the.m in the 

. past, I 1s.ay this be1c:ause I know you so 
well. I se·rved my time with you and 
I know your methods. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.
M;r. Chairman, must I submit to this 
kind of vilification and abuse? Are you 
totally ignorant of the rules of the 
House? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE &. 

CUSTOMS.-You can call it what you 
like but it is the Gosp-el truth. You·r 
whole action on this question i.s. a 
case of ma.in taining your policy of 
drift just like you allowed the, people 
of T;rinity Bay ·years ago to drift (Yn' 

to their death on the ic·e~loes. But we 
do things differe·ntly in this G-overn
ment. Your opposition to this question 
1.s tl1e 1sa1me as your opposition to the 
Bait Act. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND1.-. 
Tha t is not true. 

HON. MIN. OF FINANCE &.. CUS· 
TOMS.-It is true. You op.posed the 
Bait Act fo.r all you knew how, and 
then the time came around when you 
maintained that the Bait Act was the 
sheet anchor of the country. Though 
Jrou may think me insignificant the , 
people of this country had enough con· 
fidence in me at the last election to 
believe my statements in preference 
to yours. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.
P_ddress the chair, sir. 

i-JON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-If you don't like r.ay 
methods, why, get 011t, as you threat
ened to do if the cou11try didn't elect 
you in 1909. You sulked i11 your tent 
for two years, coming in here only 
once a session to dra\.v yo11r pay, but 
r1ow you thinlr: that :}rou can frighten 
the country by reviving the Confeder
ation CTy. Y c11 tallr of our statistics 

as to consumption not being reliable. 
I-Iow many homGs of the people who 
are suffering from tuberculosis 11ave 
you e~.rer -YTisited? I have 1lisited the 
homes of hundreds. I have attended 
t11eir funerals and I am sa;tisfied that 
the statistics are 11ot exaggerated; but 
~¥ou-how many funerals of tl1e com
mon people have you attended? 

R·r. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.
Mus.t I, Mr. Chairman, after n1y long 
political years, submit rto tl1is sort of 
abuse? No man was ever attacked in 
this fashion before, because the Chair" 
n1an knew his duty and performed it. 

HON. r"11NISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS-You can c.all it abus·e, but 
you will have to submit to it and I re
call to the House ho\v you attacked 
the late Captain Chas. Da"fwe on one 
occasion in such fashion as was never 
heard in this Chamber before or 
since. I say again that the hon. gent
leman attacked members of this 
House more cruelly than ever any 
were attacked before. This is an ex
ample of the hon. member's conduct. I . 
served my time with him and I know 
his tricks thoroughly. I was present 
here when one of the best men in tl1is 
House was most shamefully abused by 
him. I refer rto the late Captain 
Chas. Dawe. There was no language 
strong enough for the hon. gentleman 
to use against Captain Dawe because 
he dared give his opinion here, and it 
is jt1st as wrong :for a man to give an 
opinion on any matter if he is in Mr. 
Bond's party without obtaining his 
leader's previous consent, as it is for 
an opposition member to get up and 
question what Mr. Bond is do1n.g. 
That is the way in which he has run 
Govern1nents in rthe past, and he 
thinl\:s no1.v that \Ve are so much 
afraid of 11im that he can pt1rsue that 
policy still. I thinl-i: I have disabused 
his mind of tho idea that nobody is 
en1titled to gi1le an opinion except 
l1imself, and his attempted sarcasm 
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~.rill l1a"'le little cff ect on me er on tl1e 
cot:.ntry either. For n1ysclf I care as 
little fer 11ir..o. as I c1o for the meanest 
'"Torn1 rtl1at cra··;_·vls t118 cn.:rtl1. l\'.Iy opin
io11s ::re JJct to lJo dictn,ted by hin1 
because I ro:prese:c.t the rJeople of my 
district and I sl1all say _ ,vl1at I tl1inlr 
of the rnatters ihat come before the 
IIcuse a11d my opinion '};1ill be inde
pendent and above board. 

RT. H 0 t\i. S ~ R R. B 0 N D .-!\1 a, y I 
sa-s', Mr. Cl1airil1an, in reply to the 
flow of vulgarity and blackguardism 
directed tovvards i110 by the hon. inem
ber y·vho has just sat down, that I 
treat a11ytl1ing tl1.at lie lnay say a3 be
ing un-v11orthy of co11sideratio11 a11cl oe
neath ccnte1npt. 

H 0 N. ~II I N f STER Fi NANCE AN D 
CU STO r,~ S.-\Ve lrno\"tl your \·va3rs. 

RT. rl ON. SIR R. BON D.-T11e 11on. 
member has had expsrience of ine be-

. d ').. . . . + en.use I ·\7oulc1 not ct n11L n1m in'-'o my 

executive although all l~inds of pres
sure were brought to bear on me. I 
refused to allow him to be· a meimber 
of the Executive because in my op'ini
on he was not fit for tl1e position. 
That was my reason and I think the 
country 11as seen that I did not make 
a rr1istalre. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOMS.-In reply to tl1e hon. mem
ber ma,y I aslt how it came to ' pass 
that he ;re.fused me a seat in his ex
ecutive? Did I e\rer asl{ him for· a seat? 
Let him answer me like a man. 1 Ie 
cannot. He insinuates as he has iTu
sin ' 1 ated before but he is, unable to 
prove his wor-d,s. He- knows that 11e 
is not speali:ing cor;rectly because he 
knows I would not take the s1eat if 1t 
was offered to me because if I di.d I 
would not be there fo,r twenty-four 
hours. I ask if I ever asked h'im for 
any Go1vern·n1ent favor for my,self? 

How dare he make c,har,ges. l1ere 
that are utterly 'false in every partic
ular. He evidently does not kn·JW 

what he is sa.yin,g because if he ha·d 
any proof of the c.or;rectness of his 
charge he would be the first to pro· 
duce it. The only favors1 I ever a.sked 
f o.:-- were for the diistrict of Ferry land 
~nd while the district of Twillingate 
took thous.ands every ye.ar, Ferryland 
rieceived nothing except its share . of 
the gene,ral grant. These were th·e 
only fa-v~ors . I eve·r aslred for and . he 
i1as not one tittle O·f evidence of the 
.staten1ent he has n1a.de. A ~an that 
is not prepared to back up a charge 
that he has made ought to take_ it 
back and that is the position the hon. 
member is in to~night. 

The hon. mem.be:r was turned · out of . . ' 

office. He· did not leaTve ortice . b~t 
11e sta~re·d until he had to go. He did 
not have the independence to leave of
fice when he was defeated, but he 
held on till he was turned out by the 
Governor. This aggravated him, but . . ' 

if l1e had received some such less,o.ns 
in his young days as he has received 
now he would not be the bad boy . ' 
that he is. He · tried to fas ten that 
charge on. me before .in this Hous.e,and 
·~11en thot1gh he had the strength or 
'the Government beh'ind him, and I 
was on t;he otl1er side, with only two 
·or tl1ree neop1e I wiped the floor with . ~ ' 
the man that he put up to, make the 
.cl1arg·e, a.nd I com.pelled .him and them 
to tal{e it back. . Tl1e c.ountry knows 
this to be the case, a .nd knows1 that I 
·got the most complete certificates to 
p.y·ove the truth of my statement from 
the parties whose names were- b,rought 
forward here witl1 the idea that tlhey 
would be used as evide·nce against 
me.. . I repeat now that never, at any 
time. directly or indirectly,. did I sea!t ' , 

a seat from him in his Executive., and 
I make him an off er 11ere to-night 
whicl1 ha . cannot g·et av1ay from, that 
if he can prove that I ever m.ade s.uch 
an applicat~on to him,! will resign ID}:" 

.. seat 'in _the Hot1se and go out of . it. 
r 
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Moreove·r I would not be- 24 hour,s in , , - -

his Executive, because I would not 
~- -

s11bmit to be brow-beaten and dictated 
to as we,re tl1e men he had in his Cab
inet. He tl1ough t in those days that 
there was nobody but himself- in thi.s 
country, tha.t he knew all about poli
tics and that nobody· elise was e.ntit
led to have any opinion but himself, 
and lie browbeat his collea.gues accord· .. 

ingly; but we taught l1im in 1908 and 
._, . 
1909 that he was only a blunderer and . . 
a fumbler, and his party have been 
c_ursing him ever since bec·a use of his 
coc.k·sureness whi1cb led them Into utt.ei~ 
defeat. 

What has happened to-night is en
tirely the fault of the hon. member, 
for, after re·maining two hours in the 
Opposition rooms.,he came up and tried 

' , 

to domineer everything, but wj1ile I 
have right on my side I am not afra1c1 
to cross swords with him. He has 
made a charge now and I have "l' l{ed 
him to prove it, and if he does pro·ve 
it in one instance I s.hall resign from 
my S·eat. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT B0l'JD
The hon. member has referred to a 
charge. What charge? I 111 ide Il'> 

charge. What I did say was that ev
ery possible influence was l>ro l"=> n t to 

~ 

bear to induc~ me to take ~b~ ho 1. 

member into my executive. I refuc· 
ed -because I did not think he wi,s a 

, . 

fit perso·n to have in the executive. 
HON. MINISTE,R OF FINANCE ~ 

-

~USTOMS- What influence vras 
brought ·to bear? 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND-
' \ 

Well, one was a round robin si- ~;ned 

by the members · of the party, b it I 
rejected it because I did not tt1ink 
the hon. member a fit person for the 
Executive. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 
CUSTOMS-I v1ould ask the hon. gent
leman to tell me. the name of -oile !)er
son who signed it. He cannot' tell 

me. If anybody did sign such a pa .. 
per they had no authority from me to 
do so, and I would not have taken the 
seat had it been offered to m~. I believe · 
Mr. Ellis once asked you to ta.ke me 
into your executive but he had no au· 
thortty from me to do so and I am 
not responsible f 0 1r what other par
ties do without my knowledge. ~Iore
over, Mr. Ellis made a statement here 
four year.s a.go which completely ex
one·rated me from any c·onnection 
with the m.atter and did tl1is so fully 
that it was never revived again till 
to-night. 

Mr. Speake·r resumed the Chair 
The Chairman of the Committee r:e- • 

ported that they had pas.sed the Res~ 
olutions to them committed and re
commended that a Bill be introdueed 
in accordance therewith. On motion 
this JReport was rec·eived. 

On the ---IDotion for the adoption · ot. 
thi~ report Rt. Hon. Sir R~ Bond pro
posed in amendment, seconded by Mr. 
Kent, the following:-

"WHEREAS,-The Government 1n 
1909 appointed a commission to take 
into cons·fderation the subject o1 
Tuberculosis; ' 

"AND WHEREAS,-The Secretary 
of the Gaid commission proceeded to 
G,reat Britain for the purpose of ac· 
c1uiring i11for-mation in reference to 
the sai-d subject; 

"AND \VHEREAS,-T·he commi~ 

sion, after conslde.rlng the matter of 
the establishing or Sanitaria and the 
Secretary's report in connection with 
rthe information gleaned by him on his 
vislt abroad, reported that, 'so far, the 
Commit:sion is not prepared to recom
me11d the Government to establish 
!arge Sanitaria in this Colony, Dr. 
I\::ecga:n considers that the acitual re· 
sults o ))tainod by Sanl.faria elsewl1e~e 
are often exaggerated ancl freqt1cnt .. 
ly doubtful;' 

''AND WI-IEREAS,-The :procedure 

• 
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provided for in the resolutions sub
mitted by the Government ito this 
House, and now under consideration, 
is not in accordance with the said au
thority or any other expert _authority; 

''AND WHEREAS,-The late qov
ernor of this Colony, Sir William Mac
Gregor, who has been quoited as an 
authority in the course undertaken by 
the Government, has declared in a 
public address, as follows: 'In the 
first place, I warn you against the idea 
of a Sanitarium.' 

''AND WHEREAS,-The establish
ment of seventeen sanitaria ·in this 

· Colony is unwarranted by any reliable 
' statistics or recommended by any com-

petent authority;-
,, BE IT RE SOL VED,-That this 

Committee is _of opinion that existing 
conditions in relation rto tuberculosis 
can be best dealt with by the Govern
ment immediately procuring the ser
vices of a medical man, expert in the 
subject of tuberculosis, otherwise , a 
specialist, who shall advise this Leg
isla;ture as to the best means that can 
be adopted with a viev1 to the exter
mination of this disease in the Colony, 
and that in the meantime such a sum 
of money be provided by tliis House 
as the said Commissioners shall -report 
to be necessary rto prevent the spread 
of and to remedy existing cases of 
tuberculosis in this Colony. And that 
the recommendations made by the 
Commissioners in their reports shall 
so far as possible be acted upon 

"BE IT ALSO RESOLVED,-That 
in the opinion of this House irt is not 
desirable for the Governor-in-Council, 
out of any money appropriated by the 
Legislature, to construct, equip, man• 
age or operate sanitaria, or to accept, 
take over, manage, operate or control, 
any sanitaria which nlay be erected 
by any person or corporation in this 
Colony for the treatment of Tuber
culosis. 

"BE IT FURTI-IER RESOLVED,
That such a re-adjustment of the tariff 
be made as will raise the standard of 
living amongst the various classes of 

this Colony, which is regarded both in 
England and Germany as the :primary 
and best means of securing the reduc
tion of the death-rate frotn rtubercul
osis." 

Whereupon the House divided a.nd 
there ,appeared_ rror the amendment
Rt. Hon. Sir R. Bond, Messrs Clift, 
Clapp, ·Gear, Kent and Roberts-(6); 
and against it-Rt. Hon. the Prime 
M.inJis.tkr, Hon. Minister 'of Justice, 
Hon. Minister of Finance, Hon. Min· 
ister of l\tline·s, Hon. J. C. Croebie. 
Minis.ter of Public Works., Messrs. 
Bennett, Devereux, Goodison, Howley, 
Kenne·dy, F. Morris, Moore, Moulton, 

' Par.sons, Whiteway ,and LeFeuvre-
(17). So it pas·sed in the negative. 

v\tl1ereupon the original motion f 0r 
~ 

the adoption of the Report was r1ut: 
and there appeared in favor of it-Rt. 

' ~ . 
" \ ~ 

Hon. the Prime '.Minister Hon. Minis-
• I ti • ' 

ter of Justice, Hon. Minister of Fi-
nance, Hon~ Minister orf Mines. Hon. 
J. C. Crosbie, Minister of Public 

- , 

. Works Messrs. Bennett, Devereux, ' -

Goodison, Howley, Kennedy, F. Mor· 
ris, Moore, M,oulton., Pa.rsons, Whlte
way, and LeFeuvre (17); and a,ga.lnst 
it-Rt. Hon. Sir R. Bond, Mes.srs. 
Clift, Clapp Gear, Kent, and Roberts 

' -(6). So it passed in the affirma· 
tive. and was ordered accordingly. 

On motion the Bill entitled "An Act 
respecting the treatment and preven .. 
tion of Tuberculosis" was re.ad a first 
time .and ordered to be read a second 

. ' 

time on to-morrow. 
The other Orders of the day were 

deiferred. 
Rt. Hon. Sir R. Bond gave Notice ot 

Question. 
Mr. Clapp gave Notice of Question. 
Mr. Kent gave Notice of' Question. 
It was moved a.nd sec·onded that 

when the House r·Ises it adjourn until 
to-day, Friday, March 1st., at three of 
the clock in the afternoon. 

'· 

The House then adjourned accord· 
ingly. 

. :~ . . -
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FRIDAY, Marcl1 1, 1912. 
The Hot1se met at three of the 

clocl{ in the afternoon, pt1rsuant to ad
journme11t. 

PETITIONS. 
HON. MINISTER ·AGRICULTURE 

AND MINES.-·Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
present a petition from the inl1abitants 
of. Safe Harbour praying for $400 for a 
\vharf. I lrnow this place, and the 
\vl1arf is n1uch needed, and I l1ope t11e 
departn1e11t \vill give it attent ion. 

HON. MR. EMERSOf"J.-Tvir. Speak
er, I bog· to present a petition from 
the inl1abi1tants of Belleoram, asking 
for $400 to repair the breast\vork of a 
road there a11d do other repairs to the 
road. T11is breast\vorl{ "\Vas put llP 30 

years ago of logs or tin1bers and has 
no\.v given vray owing to heavy rain
falls; a.nd to make .a good job it 
ougl1t to be replaced in cement. 

rJi R. PARSONS.-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to p::-esent a petition from 300 inhabit
unts of Bay Roberts on the subject of 
Sabba:tl1 observance. I am of opinion 
tl1at tl1e Sabbath has been talren ad
·va11tage of a good deal i11 con11ectio11 
\Vitl1 the unloading of some of the 
stean1ers, and \Vhile it is right to \.vork 
if necessary 1to save life or property on 
St1nday, too much general \vork should 
not be permitted. Aliso a petition f.to:n 
Spaniard's Bay, signed F)Y tl10 Rev. J. 
~t\..clams and 100 others, on the same 
subject. 

rrz R. ~(EN T.-I\t'fr. Spealrer, I beg to 
present a petition from the inhabit
ants of Bauline on the san1e subject 
as tl1at lately presented by tl1e hon. 
ine1nbcr for Harbour Grace, l\'Ir. Par
sons. Also, a petitio11 fro111 Pouch 
Co\'.'"e on the same subject. 

QUESTIONS. 
MR. ROBERTS asked the Hon. lVIin

ister of Justice if th.e Government has 
purchased the d1;velling no'v occupied 
by Constable Cram at Lewisporte; if 
so, what was the amount paid, or to 
be paid, for irt; \Vhether a jail for pris
oners has been, or is to be, provided 

therein. 
HON. HINISTER OF JUSTICE.-In 

reply to tl1e hon. n1e1nber I may say 
tl1at tlie Govern111ent has purchased 
the d\velling now occupied by Const. 
Cran1, fer $500. It is also t11e inten
tion of rthe Gover11me11t to pro\ride a 
jail therein. 

l'v1 R. ROBERTS asked the Minister 
of 1\!farine and Fisheries to lay on tl1e 
table of the House a statement shov-v
ing the a1ncu11t of fees collected as 
\Vl1arfage at Coastal \rVharf, 'l.,willin~ 

gate, each year fro1n 1909 to date, giv
ing the nar11es of persons from \vl1o·m 
sucl1 fees have been collected, and also 
state the deposition of said fees. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
Mr. Speaker, replying on behalf of the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries I may 
say I arn informed by the departme11t 
ithat no fees have been paid to tl1e de
partment on that account. 

RT~ HON. SIR R. BOND asked the 
Hon. Colonial Secretary to lay on the 
table of this I-Iouse a staten1ent from 
the Post1naster General intimating on 
what date the mails for Placentia, Pla~ 
centia Bay T. P. 0., Whitbourne, Ne\v 
Harbor, Dildo and other places serv
ed by the Broad Cove Branch and 
Placentia Railway and transmitted 
from this city since the 9th instant 
were stored in a mail car at Brigus 
J11nction and !)laced in charge of Mail 
Clerk Grant; also stating if Mr. Gra11t 
is a regular postal official, "\Vhen he 
vvas appointed to his office of mail 
clerk, and ho\.v and wl1en he reached 
Brigus Junction. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-! 
beg to lay upon ithe table a statement 
of the facts asked for. 

MR. CLAPP asked tl1e Hon. Colonial 
Secretary if the Government has done 
anything \vith the petition of the p~o
ple of Bon11e Bay, forwarded by 11im 
rto tl1e Colonial Secretary on October 
27th, 1911, asking for the prohibition 
of motor boats in the prosecution of 
the herring fishery. 

-
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HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In reply I i:nay say that the n1atter is 
ait present under tl1e consideration of 
the Government, who are malring an
quiries in relation to it. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Colonial 
Secretary if it is the intention of the 
Government rto put a steamer on 
vVhite Bay during the present year. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In reply I may say that the Govern
ment decided some months ago to pro
vide ,a steam se·rvice for that Bay a,nd 
rthe eastern part of St. Barbe District. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Prime 
1v1inister if the Reid Newfoundland 
Company or any person or persons on . 
itf:t behalf has served the Government · 
of this Colony with notice of a claim 
for arbitration respecting alleged dam
ages sustained through t11e enactment 
of a contract with any coastal steam
ship company, and, if so, ito lay on the 
table of this House copy of said claim 
and all demands and documents in re
lation thereto. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
Before calling for tenders for 
the service now p e r f o r m e d 
north and west by Bow·ring 
Brotl1ers, Limited, or entering Into the 
contracrt, the Government of r.he day 
called upon me, as Attorney fJeneral, 
to advise whether, in Il.1aking such a 
contract, it would render the Colony 
liable to the Reid-Ne,vfoundland Com
p2 ny for damages under the contract 
of 1898. I advised the Government 
that there was nothing in the contract 
to prevent tl1em entering into such a 
contract for such a service with 
Messrs. Bo,vring Brothers, Limited, 
and the contract \Vas accordingly 
made. The Reid-Newfoundland Com
pany afterwards made a claim, I think 
in 1905 or 1906, maintaining ithat the 
Bovvring contract was a breach of their 
contract of 1898. Beyond filing the 
notice of the claim, I am not aware 
that ·anything further has been done 
by the Reid-Newfoundland Company. 

N eitl1er rthey, nor any person or per
sons on tl1eir behalf, have se:rved the 
IJresent Government 'v1tn any notice 
of a claim in relation to this matter, 
nor has any correspondence taken 
place with the Government, or any of 
i1ts departments, in relation to t11e 
same. After the clain1 'vas ser"t.ro.d on 
the late Government by the Reid-I~ew
fot1ndland Corripany, I prepared a case 
for the opinion of English counsel in 
relation to the whole thing, and the 
opinion given by me to the Govern
n1ent, to rthe effect that the Reid-New~ 
foundland Compa11y had no claim, was 
confirmed by the English counsel. ; I 
understood that this claim of the Reid
N ewfoundland Company's was rene,v
ed Janl1ary 6th, 1908, or a similar 
claim made by letter from the Reid
N ewfoundland Company, dated the 6th. 
January, 1908. That leitter would ap
pear to have been forwariied to the 
Department of Justice c.,n January 8th, 
1908, fron1 the Colonial ! Secretary, but 
on enquiry at that Department, I am 
unable rto obtain any .. further informa
tion, save that the letter was left with 
the Colonial Secretary of that day by 
the then Attorney-General, Mr. I<:enit, 
'vho verbally advised the Government 
similarly to what I had previously · ad
vised. I can find no record of any 
claim made by the Reid-Newfounclland 
Company in relation to any other con
tract. They have not made any claim 
since the present Government came 
into pov1er. 

MR. KENT asl{ed the Hon. Minister 
of Agriculture and Mines whether any 
amounts have been paid on account or 
charged to the votes of $15,000.00 for 
exploration of coal areas, granted by 
tl1is House during the sessions of 1910 
and 1911, respectively; and, if so, Ito 
lay on tl1e table of the House a state-

-ment showing particulars of all sucl1 
payme11ts, with names of parties, dates 
and object of each such payment. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MINES.-In reply to the hon. 
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member I beg to say that no amounts 
l1a ve been paid as yet. 

HARBOUR MASTERS BILL. 
Pursuant to order, an.d on motion of 

I-Ion. l\1i11ister of Justice, 1the House 
resolved itself into Committee of tl1e 

• 

Whole on the Bill entitled, "A11 Act to 
amend Chapter 120 of the Consolidat
ed Statutes (second series) entitled 
"Of Harbor Master and Harl)or Regu
lations for the port of St. John's." 

Mr. Speaker left the cl1air. 
l\tfr. Parsons took the chair of Com

mittee. 
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-

1VIr. Chairman, the object of this Bill 
is to make an amencln1enit in the Act 
relating to the po¥rers of the Harbor 
Master by giving him authority to 
take charge of any vessel 'vhich is 
lilrely to beco1ne an obstruction to the 
harbour. Schooners are allowed to re
n1ain at ancl1or in the harbor with no
body in charge, and in case they be
came leaky are liable to sink before 
it 'vculd be possible to get in touch 
\Vitl1 the o'vners. They are t11us liable 
to become a permanent obstruction to 
the harbo11r, and vv,.ot1ld cost a co11sid
erable amount to ren1ove, -vvl1ich st1m 
migl1t or n1ight not after\11ards be re
covered from rche owners. There is 
no provision in the lavv as it stan.ds at 

' present \vhich \Vould justify the Har-
bour 1\1aster in removing such vessels, 
and tl1e first section of this Bill is to 
provide for such an emergency. The 
object of the 2nd section is to make 
the same provision -vvith regard to har
lJor dues as is in force with regard to 
light dues, tl1at is, if vessels arrive 
here for the purpose of coaling or tak-
11g on board food or st1pplies and do 
not bring a cargo for delivery at this 
port, that only half the usual cb.arges 
should be required from them. I beg 
to move tl1ese sections. 

l\1r. Speal{er resu1ned the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 

matter to them referred and passed 
the same witl1out amendment. 

·ordered, that this Report be receiv
ed and adopted and that the lJill . be 
read a tl1ird 'Lime 011 to-morro-vv. 

INSPECTION OF BOILERS BILL . 
Second reading of Bill to ame11d the 

law relating to the Inspection of Boil
ers. 

RT. HON PRIME MINISTER.-1\'Ir. 
Spealrer, I beg leave to n1ove tl1e 2nd 
reading of this Bill. Yot1 "\Vill notice 
that it contains one very short section 
to the effect that "if rtl1e o\vner of any 
boiler shall use or work, or permit the 
use or working of the same, before a 
certificate of inspection properly sign
ed shall have been delivered to him 1)y 

the Inspector, the said owner shall be 
liable to a pe11alty uot exceeding $100 
for every day or part of a day during 
which sucl1 boiler shall have been 
used or worked." No\v I \VOt1ld sug
gest tl1at that might be ainended by 
inaking it discretionary for rthe Court 
before \Vl1ich any case of violatio11 
might be tried to fix the . amount of 
the penalty. It is qt1ite easy rto under
stand t11at in tl1e case of a ,rery large 
concern the Court might consider it 
desirable ito inflict a large penalty, 
\Vhereas in the case of a sn1all concern 
a small fine -vvould be more desirable. 
It will be found by reference to the 
law as it now .stands that the penalty 
for failing to con1ply 'vith rthe order 
of the inspector is fixed at $100. Tl1is 
amendment has bee11 recommended in 
the report of the Boiler Inspector for 
tl1is year, and is for the purpose of en
abling rtl1e Government to compel o\vn
ers of boilers to tal-{e certificates of 
inspection. 

The Bill was thereupon read a sec-
011d ti111e and ordered to be referred 
to a Committee of the whole I-louse on 
to-morrow. 

TUBERCULOSIS BILL. 
Purs11ant to order and on motion of 
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the Rt. Hon. Prime l\iinister, the Bill 
entitled, "An Act respecting the rtreat
ment and Prevention of Tuberculosis," 
"\Vas read a second time, and ordered 
to be referred to a Committee of the 
vvhole House on rto-morro-vv. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND gave No
tice of Question. 

RT. 1-iON PRIME MINISTER gave 
Notice that he would on Tuesday next, 
March 5th. instant, move the House 
into Committee of rthe Whole to con
sider .certain Resolutions in reference 
to Education. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
:rv1onday nexrt, March 4th, at three of 
the clock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

MONDAY, March 4th, 1912. 
The House met at three of rthe clock 

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MINES ta bled the follo\ving Re
turns and Reports:-

Returns of Licenses for year end
ing June 30th, 1911 ; Repor,ts of Sur
veyors (2) for years 1910-1911; Re· 
port of Chief Woods Ranger 1910-1911; 
Retl1rn of Leases of Water Povvers, 
1911; Return of Fee Simple Mining 
Grants, 1911; Return of 99-year l\1:ining 

· Leases, 1911; R,eturn of Licenses of 
Ql1arries, 1911; Return of I--1icenses to 
Cut Timber, 1911; Return of Crown 
Land Grants, · 1911; Rett1rn of Savv
mills operaited \vith License, 1911; 
Return of Savvn1ills operated without 
License, 1911; Return of Sa"\vmills 
operated \Vith and without License, 
1911; Return of l\1ining Licenses is
sued 1911. 

PETITIONS. 
MR. GEA R.-Mr. S1)eaker, vvi1th your 

permission I should lilre to present a 
petition from Rev. G. A. Steele, J. "\V. 
Bishop, J.P. and other residents of 
Flat -Islands, in the district of Burin. 

Petitioners ask that a cottage hospital 
be erected at Burin for the use of sick 
people throughout tl1e district. Flat 
Islands is 18 miles by water from Bur
in and a doctor's visit costs $25.00. 
Petitioners don't want a sanitarium. 
They want a house \vhere anyone 11av
ing met with a gun accident or any
tl1ing of that kind may be taken in and 
treated by tl1e doctor residing in Bur
in. They don't \Vant it to be a pauper 
institution. Tl1eir idea is to e:rect a 
building with perhaps 4 or 5 rooms 
and a kitchen where a man can go 
and provide his own food, have a doc
tor attend him, and pay the doctor's 
and other fees. I would strongly sup
l)ODt the petition, because it is part of 
a scheme outlined by Dr. Smith, my
self and my late colleague, some four 
years ago. I think it will meet the 
needs of the people in and around 
Burin, for at present it is a great ex
pense to call a doctor from Burin to 
Mortier Bay or Flat Islands. I would 

' 
ask that this pertition be referred to 
the department of tl1e Colonial Sec
retary, where I feel sure it will re
ceive the cons.ider.ation it merits. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
Mr. Speaker, I should like to say a 
word in support of this petition, for 

· the reason that I have received a let
ter from Flat Island.s, aslring me. to 
support it when it was presented by 
Mr. Gear. I am in entire sympathy 
with a great deal of what the hon. 
me111ber has .said. The requ.est is ex
actly on the lines of the policy of1 this 
Government in relation to outport hos
pitals. Tl1e ter1n "cottage hospital" is 
ithe same as outport hospital. Withi11 
the last two years the Government has 
been able to open the first outport 11os
pital art Grand Bank. I had tl1e very 
great pleasure at tl1e request of the 
committee there, to atrtend and open 
that hospital. The great .advantage of 
an O\l'.tport hospital ait Grand Banl{ is 
that it has a very efficient resident 
physician. F'lat Islands would also be 
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a ·llery desirable place for a hospital 
bl1t I don'1t think there is a doctor 
tl1ere. At Burin there are two doc
tors, Dr. Smith, probably unequalled 
in tl1e Island · as a st1rgeon, and Dr. 
Parker, a very fine young man also. 
B11rin also possesses the additic:::-_: ... ..;d
vantage of Leing a port of call for tl1e 
Bovvri11g boat, the Glencoe and the 
Argyle, and if an arrangement cc.uld 
be 1nade to erect a ·11ospital there it 
v"'rould ineet a · long felt ·vrant. It 
spealcs vvell for these people' living 15 
miles from Burin, that they recognize 
the special advantag8s over their own 
homes tl1at Burin offers for such a hos
pital. Fr-')ffi Bt1rin rto the bottom of 
Placentia Bay there is no doctor; in 
fact I think Placentia is ·the nearest 
place tl1ere is· a doctor, so rthat it is 
ea:sy to appreciate the difficulties and 
expense of· getting a docto:r to the out
side places. Speal{ing for myself I 
am entirely in a~cord with the prayer 
of this petition and ·I hope somerthing 
\vill be done in the matter. 

MR. LeFEUVRE.-Mr. Spealrer, .I 
take it as a great compliment to rt.he 
present administration that tl1e people 
of Flat Islands did not present this 
petition to the House till the present 
Governn1ent came into power. I ap
preciate tl1e difficulties of the people 
of Flat Islands in getting a doctor 
from Bt1rin, and I heartily support tl1e 
pray-or of the petition presented by 
l\Tr. Gear. 

week by the Mirnister of Jt1stice and 
other honourable members of tl1is 
Ho11se. I feel sure that tl1e sugges
tions inade by the petitioners '\Vill re
ceive very earnest consideration by 
the Government, and mean\vl1ile I 
\VOt1ld ask that the petitions be refer
~ed to tl1e depa.rtment of the Colon'ial 
Secretary. 

HON. ~I! IN ISTER OF J USTICE.-I . ' 

aslr leave to present a petition fron1 
Rev. Ezra Tulk and others of Greens
pond on the san1e subject as rtl1ose 
just presented by the Colonial Secre:
tary, nn.111ely the desirability of fur
ther legisl:+tion on the subjecit of Sun
d::ty o bsorvance. 

r-1or~. c. f-f. EMERSON.-Mr. Speak
er I beg lGa\re to present a petition 
fron1 tho inhabitants of Bay L'Argent 
and I-Iarbor Mille in rthe district of 
Fortune Bay on the subject of Sab
bath observance. Also a petition from 
tl1e inl1abitants of l\1ill Town, Bay D'
Espoir, asking for a sum of $400 to 
construct a pt1blic wl1arf. As far a3 
I can gather there never has been a 
\vharf tl1ere, and no\v that it is a re
gl1lar port of call for the steamer, the 
people fi11d iit a very great inconveni-. . 

ence not having a l)Ublic wharf. I 
aslr that this petition be referred to 
tl1e Department of Pt1blic Works. 

MR. 1\1 OU L TON.-lVIr. Speaker, I 
asl{ leave to presenrt a petition from 
the residents of Burgeo and vicinity 
\Vho asl{ that a ferry be put on tl1e 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.- 11arbour to ply bet\veen Burgeo and 

lVIr. Spealrer, I ask leave to present 
several i)etitions, from Catalina, Lit
tle Catalina, Melrose, Trinity East, 
Port Rexton, Cha1npneys East, Champ
neys \Vest, English Harbour, Hodge's 
Co.ve, Little I-Iearts Ease, Bay Bulls 
Arm, Scilly Co•1e and New Melbourne, 
in the Dis1trict of Trinity, on the sub
ject of Sa.bbath observance. The peti
tions, \Vhich are largely signed, by 
clergymen, merchants and fishermen, 
are similar to those presented last 

Ramea Islands. There are between 
three a11d four hundred people living 
on these islands, and it is very a'\vk
\varcl for clergymen, doctors, teachers 
and children, to have no way of getting 
bacl{ and fortl1. I trust the Govern
n1ent ,-vill do its . best to l)rovide this 
ferry service. I would ask that the 
petition be referred to the Department 
of Pt1blic Works. 

HON. i\lllNISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND f\~ IN ES.-I ask leave to present 
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a petition frorn the 1)eople of St. Bre11d
an's, asking for tl1e sum of $35.00 for 
the purpose of building a well. Tl1e 
petition has iny hearty support and I 
ask that it be referred to the Depar:t
ment of Public \Vorks. 

MR. CLAPP gave notice of ques
tion. 

SIR ROBERT BOf\JD gave notice of 
question. 

r./IR. ROBERTS gave 11otice of ques~ 
tion. 

MR. KENT gave notice of question_. 

QUESTIONS. 
RT. f-ION. SIR R. BOND asked the 

I-Ion. Colonial Secretary what quan
tity of mail matter \vas left at Brigus 
Junction on the 9th ult., and between 
that date and the 14th ult., and in 
\'ll1ose charge such mail, if any, was 
l}laced, and in whose custody did it 
continue to date, or has it reached its 
destina1tion and, if so, when and in 
vvl1ose custody. 

HON. COLONIAL SE'CRETARY.-
I beg to table the statement asked for. 

SUPPLY. 
Purs11ant to order and on motion of . 

Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus· 
toms the House resolved i1tself into 
Committee of the Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 
l\'.Ir. Parsons took the chair of Com-

mittee. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-Mr. Chairman, I have 
t11e honor to submit ito this Com
mittee to-day the Estimates of Expen
ditures for rthe fiscal year 1912-1913. 

Eacl1 hon. member has, I think, 
been supplied with a comp,lete copy 
of tl1e Estimates as printed, and it 

will therefore, I take it, be acceptaible 
to all if I make a cursory review of 
the whole, explaining the changes 
that have been made as compared 
wlth last year. 

The grand total of the Estimates 
$3,493,939.05, as .compared ·with $3,-
327 ,442.20 .for · tl1e 'fiscal year 1911-

1912,shows a.n increase of $166,496.85. 
To deal with the details. 011 page 4 

under the heading of Pu1blic Debt 
will be foun·d the figures, for; interest 
$364,229,34, which re·pres·ent an in
crease o.f $2,800.00 in the 'interest on 
our 4 p·er cent. ·debentures. The ex-
planation.: Last year in re-enact-
ing the Loan Bill of the previ~ 
ous year which had not been rais·ed 
with addiitions which ma.de the total 
$520,000.00, provision wa,s ma·de - for 
1nterest on $400,000.00, this left the 
interest on $120,000.00 to be provided 
for, but tl1e Savings,' Bank has just 
decided to apply $50,0JO.OO towar1ds 
reducing the publi,c ·debt, and this 
lessens the amount to c:arry interest 
from $120,000.00 to $70,000, which 
makes 2,800.00 as provide,d on page 4. 

On pa.ge 6, under the. subhead of 
Vital Statistics, will be, found the 
fir.st alteration in the Estimates for 
Civil Government, namely, provision 
for a mes.senger at · $60.00. In the 
Department of Finance1 provision· is 
made for an a:ccountant at $1,000.00 
-Mr. Woods~who deals with the 
Ol·d Age Pension Sche·me. Under the 
heading of Agriculture and Mines it 
will be see.n that two ,s.urveyors · are 
now attached to the Department, Mr. 
Bayly, being appointed in a.ddition 
to Mr. Balfour, an ap·pointment t"en
dered nec·essary by th·e· Government's 
decision to embark upon a lar;ge pol~ 
icy of improving and extending the 
Public Road system of the Colony. 

On page 7, under Marine & Fisher
ies, a salary for tl1e Inspector of Fish
ies, lVIr. Dee, 11as been provided, $720, 
and a vote of $200 for exB.,mination of 
E11gineers, both prev·io11sly paid out 
of contingencies. Under the 11eading 
of Public -VVorks, tl1e salary of the 
Book-keeper, Mr. Snelgrove, is increas
ed $50.00, and tl1at of the third clerk 
is inade $600.00, Mr .. James Murphy be
ing given the position. The typist, 
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lVfr. Kent, v1l1ose salary heretofore \vas 
$200.00, is no\Tv increased to $300.00. 
Under rtl1e Audit Department, a mes
senger, lVIr. Luscombe, has been pro
vided permanently at $240.00, owing to 
the i11crease of business, whereas for
merly partial service was secured for 
$84.00. The salary of the clerk and 
typist, previously $400.00, has been 
made $500.00, for the same reason 
as in tl1

1
e previous case. 

On page 8 \vill be seen that the 
provision for the census $20,000.00 last 
year has been reduced to $10,000.00. 
Tl1e stationery of the Department of 
Finance is increased $200.00 because 
of Old Age Pension business. The vote 
for printing cash notes is increased 
from $2,500.00 to $4.500.00, because the 
actual cost for the past two years 
has reached about the latter sum and 

' 
the Old Age Pension appropriation is 
increased from $12,000.00 to $32,000.00, 
so as to meet the 400 Pensions it is 
proposed to a:low this year. 

On page 9 it -vvill be seen the pro
vision for Coal and Light for Posit Of
fice and Postal Telegraph Buildings 
is increased from $6,500.00 to $8,000.00 
follo\.ving tl1e ope::ii11g of additional of
fices; and that of the Museum Build
ing· is increased $200.00, the previous 
vote of $1,000.00 being inadequate. U11-
der the headi11g of Insurance on Pt~b
lic Buildings, tl1ere is an increase of 
$300.00 due to more buildings ha\Ti~1g 
to be inst1red, and the sum of $530. ·10 
is provided ito pay the rent of the .i:\.(l · 
miralty Survey office connected \vith 
the location here of H. l'vl. Surveying 
sl1ip, "Elinor." This office is situated 
in the bl1ilding formerly occt1pied lJy 

the l\!Iunicipal Council. Tl1e· votes for 
ordi11ary repairs to Public Build111gs, 
attached to each service pre•liously, 
and totalling $15,000.00 lasit year, is 
reduced to $10,000.00 and "lumpt-)d·' 
togetl1er in this vote, on tl1e advice of 
the Department of Public Worl{s and 
the Auditor General, and the amot111: 

s~ved, witl1 $900.00 extra, is used t!) 

provide for the services detailed at the 
foot of the page under the heading c.;_,d
ditio11al, \.vhich e:x:plain themselves. 
N e\v Conservatory for Governn1e11t 
I-louse grol1nds $1,000.00, Boundary 
Fences around Government House 
grounds, $700.00; painting a11d repair 
to l\'1useum, which has suffered fron1 

leaky roofs and otl1er\·vise, $1,500.00. 
S);>ecial voite for Custom and Postal 
Buildings, $1,200.00, Boundary Fences 
around the Constabulary ground $500, 
in1provements of the Lazaretto -$1,000. 

Tl1e Pension detail on page 10 ex
plains itself. George I-Il1dso11 as -vvar
de11 of tl10 Pe11ite11tiary, is pensioned 
at $366.66. T. l\icNa1nara, \Varden Lu
natic, at $350.00, Vvilliam Reeves, 
Light Keeper at Garnish, a't $100.00, S. 

B. Pike and B. Parsons, Collectors of 
Customs, at $180.00 and $200.00, and 
Sir E. D. Shea, Presiclent of the Leg
islative Council, at $240.00, malring a 
total of six ne-vv pensions at $1,426.00. 
011 the otl1er hand, the pei1sioners who 
have died wit11in rthe year represent a 

reduction of $1,859.24,so that the total 
of the pensio11s \.Vill no\v stand at $18,
~7 l . 3~ , co111,Jarecl with $19,294.55 last 
year, a clecrease of $423.24. 

011 page 12 tl1ere <:tre but t\VO 
changes, an incrEase c1f the salary of 
rtl1e St1pren1e Court Stenographer from 
$300.00 to $400.00; 11is name is Mr. 
Byrne. 1\.11 increase in the Contingenc
ies of tl1e Registra,r of Deeds and Com-

a nies from $200.00 to $500.00 is r11
• • 

on the recomn1endatio11 of the l\iinis
ter of Justice: so as to provide for 
making a complete index of the Docu-
1nents in tl1e Registry, an i11crease, 
110,wever, only to apply this year. 

Under tl1e headi11g of the Constabu
lary, there \"'Till be sAen to be changes 
in the last ite1n 011 page 14, and in 
several items on page 15, d11e to tl1e 
tern1s of the Special Pay schedule 
aclopted fer the Con.stabulary som2 
years ago by vvhich the pay of the 
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me11 increases with tl1eir years of ser
vice. It makes· a net increa.se of 
$4,300.00. The provision for U11ifor1ns, 
etc., is increased by $L100.00, due to 
tl1e advance in tho cost of material ai1d 
rnal{ing, a11d rthere is an increase of 
$300.00 for transfers ancl travelling 
expenses. 011 tl1e other hand, the 
item of $1,900.00 for special repairs, 
is dropped this year. Tl1e changes in 
the a11nuities at tl1e botto1n of page 
15 explai11 tl1emselves. They repres
ent in round fig·ures an i11crease of 
$800.00 due to rt.he retire111ent of n1en 
beyond their labor. The figures on 
page lG sl10\v a little alteration, the 
retire1nen.t of one man as sl10\'v11 at 
the bottom of the page reduces the 
app1ropriation for· sergeants by $25.00, 
and the $3,000.00 for repairs to build
ings, as "tlotecl last year, is dropped, 
so that tl1ere is a sa1ring of $2,800.00. 

On page 17 -vvill be fou11d the vote 
for ths Pcnitontiary. As a result of 
the pe11sio::1i:ig ..Jf \'1arclon Ht1dson, 
there 11as bce::.1 a re-arrangen1ent of 
positions, ar1d salaries, the \Varden for-
1nerly voted uncle1· tl1e sub-l1eading of 
i11dt1stries being incluc1ed in tl1e gen
eral staff, and tl1e Orderly bei11g co11-
verte·d into a Turnkey, so that the 
·whole salary list represents an in
crea-se of about $10.00. The $600.00 

for repa.irs to Court House an.d Gaols 
is dropped 11ere, as is t11e vote of 
lJuilding and repairs and all the sev
eral details elsevrhere, so I shall not 
deal \Vith ther:ri again. In the list of 
Loca.l Constables, one is provided for 
St. Vincent at $~0.00. 

On_ page 19 the only change is the 
adclition of $100.00 to the allo\vance 
for pa:;rn1ent of lVf e1nbers of the I-louse 
of Assembl)r, rendered necessary by 
IVIr. l..ieFeuvre, who resides in a11 out
port, succeeding the late l\1r. Davey. 

On page 20 tl1e item for $800.00 for 
repairs to rthe Colonial B11ildi11g is 
transferred. 

011 page 21 tl1e grant for sparsely 
located 1)1aces ls i11creased fron1 

$39,000.00 to $46,000.00 in pursua11ce of 
tl1e policy of the Government to in
crease this allo\vance by $20,000.00 i11 

three years, so as to make it possible 
for every setitlement in tl1e Colony to 
e11joy the advantage of school facilit" 
ties. On the same page it \Vill be seen 
that the vote of $4,000 provided '4S 

. interest on t11e loa11 for school build
ings is dropped; rthis loan intended 
originally to be a special one, having 
since bee11 talre11 over by the Govern" 
inent, and aclded to tl1e Public Debt,. 
tho ii1terest on . it being incl11ded in 
the total ii1terest as shown on page 4. 
. TJ1e i1exit cha11ges vvill no-vv be found 
under tl1e !-Iead of Pt1rlic Cl1arities, 
page 26, -v·vl1ere so1ne slight alteration 
is n1ade l~y dividi11g up some of t11e 
existing Poor Relief Districts, -vvithout, 
ho\~.re\rer. increasin.g tl1e total. On page 
27, 11owever, will be seen several sul1-
stantial increases, namely, Casual Ait
tendance in outports from $5,000.00 to 
$8,000.00, Emergency Cases fro1n $700 
to $1>500, Pa11por Lt1natics from $1 .-

200 to $2,000, Conveyance: of Sick 
Poor from $1,000 to $2 ,600; 

Conveyance of La,brador Sick 
Fishermen fro1n $800.00 to $1,500. 
These increases are made because the 
expenditure for some years past has 
been equal to rthe an1ount· now asked, 
and tl1e votes tal{en heretofore have 
been inadequate. There is also an in
crease of $25,000.00 in the provision 
for the permanen.t and casual l)Oor in 
accordance witl1 the announcen1ent in 
•

11 c Speecl1 from the Throne, -\vherE~ir1 

the Go_vernn1ent in1tend to augn1ent 
tl1e sum for their inai11tena11ce by 25 
per cent., as indicated. 

U11der tl1e heading of Charitable· So
cieties, an increase of $660.00 in the 
appropriation made for the Institutio11 
of rtl1e Blind at Halifax, a11d $200.00 
for tl1e institt1tion of• the Deaf and 
Du1nb at Halifax, and $1,000.00 for Drj 
Gre11fell's I-Ios1)ital at Pilley's Isla,11d. 
· On page 29, uncler the heading I-1u11a,
tic Asylum, there "'rill be seen to be 
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a con1plete rc-arrangeme11t of· the sal
aries, a departt1re ir1 accordance -vvith 
tl10 rccomme11d2.tion of Sir Ja1nes 
l\1:ocdy, \Vho carne here fron1 England 
last summer to report upon that In
stitution, and who advised av. i11crease 
in the nun1ber a11d pay of the staff. 
Tl1ese increases and additions renres-

~ 

ent somethi11g over $2,000.00. There 
is also an ·increase of $4,500.00 in the 
item of supplies, due to the increased 
cost of rations, clothing, etc., and $500 
i11 tl1e provision for Coal and Light. 
The item for repairs, $3,000, is drop
ped~ the same explanation applies to 
tl1e deitail of the General Hospital on 
pa.ge 30. As this House is awa~:e, a. 
nc¥1 home for Nurses is under con
struction. Its com1'.)letion will afford 
additional accommodation for patients 
in the Hospital building, and tl1at will 
necessitate more nurses and adequarte 
pro·rision for tl1eir co111fort. It is also 
t)roposed to light and heat the whole 
g·rou.p of bt1ilding·s 'vithin the Hospital 
grsund3 from a Light and Heat station 
(l1cre, and this '\Vill in"T1olve the em
l)~;):,-:.11e11t of a11 engineer at $600.00, 
and ~tn .l\.ssistant at $416.00, 'vl1ile a 
ni[;~1t ''.ratchman 11as also been pro
·vided at $360.00, an i1nperative neces
sity in an Institution such as this is. 
I11cludi11g these tl1ree men, and rtl1e 
i11crcaae i11 number and re-arrange-
1:1e11t of salaries, and the Nurses, pro
bationers, laundresses, cooks, and 
maids, there is an increa.se of $2,400.00 
i11 tl1e cost of tl1e staff, which, after 
Jt1ly 1st, ;,vill number ninety persons 
fron.1 the Medical Superintendent rto 
t11e l\1cssenger. 

011 page 31 under the heading 
of l\tiaintenance or Supplies for 
t11e r::ioor· Asyll1n1, tl1ere . 

is an 
i11crea.se of $1,000, dt1e, of 
ccurse to tl1e increased cost of inater
ials. On tl1e sa111e page, t1nder tr1e 
11eading Public Healtl1, fcl1ere is pro
vision for a clerlc at $720.00; this is 
l\Ir. "\-'lhite"\vay "\Vl10 lool\:s after the 
patients arrivii1g 113re for treatn1ent 
in the General Hos1)ital, Poor Asye 

lu111, Lunatic ... t\.sylu111. There is also, 
011 ithe same page, an increase of $20,-
000.00 for the Tuberculosis Ca1npf!.ign, 
in accordance with the decision of the 
Govern111ent to u11dertahe vigorous 
i11easures to combat tl1at disease. Tl1e 
vote for Public Health in tl1e outpor:ts 
is like\vise increased fron1 $5,400.00 to 
$8,000.00 as the expenditure for some 
y·ears past has reached that figure. 

On page 32 tl1e provision for Main
tenance and Supplies for t11e Lazaretto 
is increased by $1,500, and rthat for the 
Fever Hospital, $1,400.00. 

111 the Light I-louse House Depart
n1ent on page 3·1 \"Vill be found Mill 
Point, Keeper, reduced $50.00, the fig
ure of $200.00 voted last year being 
a provisional one; the same applies 
to Musgrave I-Iarbor, from $200.00 to 
$100.00. Shoe Cove is a ne;,v station. 
Melrose, the $50.00 is for the Keeper 
of a Leading Light. At Cape Spear a 
second assistant has becon1e necessary 
o\.,.,ring to the increased work occasion
ccl by the improve1nents made at the 
station. The $388.00 for the Keeper 
at Point Verde is for an Assistant to 
run the Fog Alarm. The $50.00 at 
Placentia is for the Keeper of the 
11.ew Leading Light. At Tide's Point, 
Mortier Bay, at Little Burin Island, 
and at St. Lawrence.. rthree new sta
tions, with lights and alar1ns, the 
Keepers at · $700.00 v1ill have to pro
vide their O\Vn Assistants. $50.00 is 
provided for the Keeper of a Leading 
Light at Lamaline, and $200.00 for the 
l{eeper of a Light at Fortune. On 
pages 38, 39, and 40 will be found the 
detail in the cost of maintaining these 
Lights. The increases are made be
cause it cost these amounts to main
tain tl1e stations. 

We next come to Agriculture and 
Mines on page 41. The appropriation 
for copi11g with Forest Fires is in
creased from $1,500.00 to $5,000.00, due 
to tl1e opening of Branch Railways and 
to the need of special effort ito pre
vent tl1ese fires spreading on the 
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Branches \vhere the Ti111ber st1pply is 
so essential for the needs of the peo
ple. I11 tl1e same vray the cost of 
timber inspection is i11creased from 
$700.00 ito $1,000.00. Tl12re is a ne-Yv 
vote of $980.00 for tl1e rent of Cot1rt 
at the I1nperial Institute ir1 Londo11, 
\vhere the Premier arraI1g3d last sun1-
mer to install a per1nanent exl1ibit 
n1ade t1p from rthe articles sl1ov111 at 
the Festival of Empire. 

On page 42 under the heading of 
l\!Iarine ai1d Fisheries, there is a _-vote 
of $600.00 for Salmon Label expe11ses. 
The Department of lV'.farine and Fisl1-
eries has decided to have salmon tins 
labelled in the sa1ne ,~.ray as lobster 
tins are, and this vote is to provide for 
the cost of these labels; they in tl1eir 
turn are sold to the canners and the 
Treasury is recompensed for the cost. 
On the same page it will be seen that 
the vote for Public Wharves, repairs, 
rent and light, is increased from $1,500 
to $2,000, an inc1~ease due rto the great 
number of \.vharves necessitated by 
extending the Coastal Service around 
the Island. Tl1e vote for Dredging is 
i11creased from $3,000 to $15,000, as it 
is intended to engage in Dredging ex
tensi\rely the coming summer. A new 
vote of $5,000 for the propagation of 
Lobsters is i11clucled in accordance 
\Vith tl1e Govern111ent's decision to en
g·agc in this worlr, the details of v1hich 
vvill be supplied later when the wl1ole 
n1atter is laid before tl1is House. 

By refere11ce to tl1e summary of 
Roads and Ferries on page 43, it will 
be see11 tl1at while tl1e provision for 
Roads is unchanged, there is. an. in
crease of somevvhat over $5,000, the 
largest iten1s in which are an addition 
of nearly $2,500 for the new Motor 
Service a1t Placentia; $1,000 qf a11 in
crease · for a Motor Service at Bay of 
Isla11ds, from Curling to Summerside, 
and an increase of $640.00 for a motor 
ferry at Trinity, Trinity to T1·init:y 
East. Tl1ere are sund1·y minor changes 
as Honourable l\'1e111bers ·vlill see for 

themselves by refernce to the details, 
and \Vitl1 reference ito thsse I shail be 
glad to give any further information 
that is desired. 

Turning now to the Post Office· De
partment ·on page 50, it -vvill be soon 
tl1at a11 increase of $200.00 each 11as 
been give11 to tl1e Assistant Account
ant, l\1r.- A. vV. 1Vfarti11, the Postmas
ter Ge:1.1eral's Secretary, Mr. Campbell, 
tl10 first clerk i11 tl1e· l\lfoney Order Of
fice, :r,'.ir. Lloyd, and tl1e Superintenc1ent 
of Parcel Post, 1\1r. Kinsella, all of 
\vhom are officials of long standing, 
ancl \Vl10 are recei,ring rthese increases 
so as to Pllt tl1cm on an equality with 
other ofi.1.cials 11aving the same ranlr 
a11d class of duty in this and other 
Departn1ents. The fourtl1 clerlr in the 
General Post Office is increased fron1 
$350.00 to $400.00. An additional clerk 
is provided at $200.00. The ju11ior 
clerk in the Registration Branch is 
i11creased from $200.00 to $240.00. Pro
vision is made for anotl1er Assorter 
and StJ.mper at $500.00 and $400.00, 
and for two more letter carriers at 
$200.00 each, maki11g seven i11stead of 
five. 

On Page 52 t11e allowance for 
Branch Railway Mail Clerlrs is increas
ed from $1,200.00 rto $1,400.00. An Ad
ditional Conc2ption Bay service is pro
vided at $400.00, O'\ving to increase of 
business. T\vo clcrl~s fer tl10 1 ~on~1-
vista Branch are r)rG\.~it1cd at $4 ~0.00 
each; an Assista11t for tl13 Sydney of
fice at $500.00, i11 vie·;,v of our ger,ting 
a daily mail tho ccmi~g ~-...1:-:1mE r, is 
also fixed. There aro t\-'lO slight re
ductions in 111ain line clorl:;:.s, o~r\ring 

to promotions, and provision is 1nade 
for an extra i11an at $400.00; these 
changes are made on account of the 
daily service the coming sumn1er. It 
\Vill be seen, too, tl1at the provision 
fer rthree extra mail clerks n1ade last 
}Tear is dropped tl1is season, being in
corpcrated into tl1e regular sche,iule 
t11i.s )'Tear. In t11e list of postmasters, 
there are not many changes. Bonne 
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Bay is i11c:.1eased from $90.00 to $120, 
Burin from $160 to $240, Catalina fro111. 
$80 to $150, Curling from $100 rto $150, 
Heart's Conte11t from $200 to $260, 
Jersey Side, Placentia, from $80 to 
$120, King's Cove from $100 to $150, 
St. Joh.n's, J\1iss Bulley, from $400 to 
$500, a.nd an assistant, Miss March, 
is provided at $200, owing to the greart 
increase of business. $330.00 is added 
to the t0tal for new. Post Offices; and 
a n1ail n1an at $200.00 is provided for 
the second Labrador steamer. 

On ·page 67 will be found a list of 
Couriers, .and it will be seen that 
many changes have been mad'e· in the 
'total, which runs over· the next seven. 
pages, amounting to $4,000.00. These 
cha.nges have in some insta.nces oc
curred by tl1e polic·y of Ra.ilroad ex

tension calling for ne.w and altered 
services, and in other instances by 
the fact that people could not be got 
to tender for these services, at a 
lower figure. 

On page 75, under the heading of 
Ocean Stean1, ther·e is provision for 
a vote of $4,000.00. The Postmaster 
General explains that this is a lia.bil
ity under th.e terms of our adhes.ion 
to the Universal Postal Union, and 
is based on Postal Statistic·s taken 
throughout the world in November, 
1907. Heretofore our liability unde-r 

this 11ead has been insignificant, as 
countries having small mail's are 
almost totally exempt from trans:it 
charges, but during the current ye.ar 
we have had to pay $4,484.00 for tf;e 
transit of mails origina.tin.g in l' 3,v
f oun dland and going throughout t r_;_·e 

world, but the Estimate for future 
years may be put down at $4,000.00. 

The Bell Isla.nd Po.stal Service :s, in

creased $600.00, the St. George's Ba)r 
serv"ice from $4,000.00 to $6,000.00, 

and the Northern Winte·r Coast 11 

Service from $6,000.00 to. $7,50-0.0Q. 

As for the proposed White Bay Ser
vice no tender has yet l)e )n received 
and an amount will .be ta.l<·~~1 i11 Sup
plemental Estima.tes. 

On page 76, the chief clll-... l'l{ c!erk, 

Mr. Garland, and 11i1s assista.nt, M!" 
Roone.y, are increased to· $900.00; the 
InspectoT, Mr. Mitchell, an·d tl1e c.hief 
operator ar.0 increa,sed fro1n $7 ~0.00 

to $840.00, and there is a re9,rre:1.I1~~·e

ment of the other officials a,;;, will lJe 
seen by ref eren.c·e to the print1~d 

page. Tl1e total increase in the ccst 
of tl1e staff at St. John's is about 
$1,300.00, and has, been rendered 11e
cess.'try in the main by the fact 1.~1 ·tt 

it became imperative· to p·aY th 9se 
officials higher sala.ries if capab!·e 
officials were to be retained, as the 

demand for operators. abroad is ve,ry 
.g·reat. The cha.nge.s in th.e: list of 

offices outs.ide of St. J ol1n's are 
mainly due to the establishment of 
new offices following upon the ex
tension of the services the pa·st year. 

We next come to· the Dep.artme11t 
of Custom.s on page 83. the· ·clerk to 
the Registrar of Shipping is increas
ed from $700.00 to $1,000.00. The 

explan1ation is, the late incumbent, 
Mr. Alcock, received' $700.00 and fees 
which were worth about $300.00 oer 
y·ear. The genera.I polic·y of the pres
ent and past Government has been 

to have all fees. turned into the 
Treasury, and accordingly, when the 
present incumbent, Mr. l\1cG·rath, was 
appojnted, his salary was fixe·d 
at $1,000.00 ~tn'd it was. stipulated tl1at 
the fe.es. should g·o to the Treasury. 
The other chang·e in the schedt1le of 
sq..laries is a Second Assistant Exarn
in'ing Offi~er, Mr. Gibbs, at $1.000.00. 

This appointment 'vas rendered rJe~ 

cessary t;·y tl1e . increase of the num .. 
ber or parcels and the· vol un1e of 

Parcel Post business whic·h l1ad be-

• 
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come so great a.s. to r·equire an extra 
official, and as most of the parc<:ls 
came under the heading of Dty 

Goods, we had, therefore·, to :.ip·p6iJ1t 
an official with exp.erieti.ce in ·that 
b·ranch of the Colonies tra·de, and ~lad 
to pay him a salary accordingiy. 
Under the heading of Contingenc•es 
on the sam.e page is $1,000.00 for t3e 
cost or providing exc-ise sta!'1fls. 

On the next pag.e· the vote for tele· 
grams is increased $200.00, and under 
the detail on next page· Hum,be.r 
Mouth .and Lark Harbor have been 
tr·ans.posed. W·e had to increase the 
salary of the man at Kelligrews 
$100.00; he resigned and we could 
get no person else to do th·e work. 
The vcite for outport supernumeraries 
is increased from $2,200.00 to $3,-
000.00, and it has been rend·e.red ne~ 
ces·sary to ·employ men at Bell Island, 
Grand Falls and Botwood, as the vol
ume of business is constantly grow
ing. The Coal and Wate1r refunds, 
wh·ich the past two years have been 
P1Ut un,der a se·parate 'heading, are 
thi1s year included in the Customs 
Estimates, wher.e· they properly be
long, being p1ut the;re at the suggesi
tion of the Auditor Gen·eral. 

This covers the whole of the 
changes shown in the IDstimates·, and 
I trust the hon. members will find 
this explanation sufficiently s.a.tisf!ac
tory. If, however, any furrther details 
are desired on an.y matter .arising 
therein I shall be very glad to f11r
ni1sh them with such. 

I do not propose to a.sk the Com
mittee to P'roceed with this matter to-. 
day, as gentlemen opposite will wish 
fu·rthe·r opportunity to study th·e Esti~ 
mates lai1d on their desks. I propo1se 
following the suggestion adopted 
last year and have the review I have 
just mad,e publis'h:ed to-mor:row, s.o 
that it will be at once available for 

" •• 

honorable member.s. I ·move that the 
Committee rise, report pirogre1s.s, a.nd 
ask le·ave to sit again on Thursday. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Mr. Chair
man, of course neither I nor my col
leages shall make any attempt to 
criticise the several matters outlined 
by the Finance Minister, because be
fore we can intelligently do so, we 
require the public accounts before us. 
Now by the Rules of this House, Rule 
239, it is laid ·down th,at the public ac
counts should be tabled by the first 
day of MarchA Jt. ;Q ~b~oll"t4\lv impos-
s101e rto deal '\\rith this matter unless 
vve have them before us, and I have to 
ask that those accounts be placed be
fore the House im1nediately. . I would 
also lil{e to have the Auditor General's 
Report. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-The Public Accounts are 
at the bookbinders, but I will see that 
they are here by to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter ito them referred and made 
so1ne progress and asked leave to sit 
again. 

Orderec1, that this Report be receiv
ed and adopted, and that the Com
mittee have lea ·1e ito sit again on 
Thursday. 

HARBOR MASTERS BII...1L. 
Pursuant to order, and on motion of 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to amend Chapter 
120 of rthe Consolidated Statutes (2nd 
s.eries) entitled, ''Of Harbor Master 
and Harbor Regulations for the Port 
of St. John's," was read a third time 
and passed, and it was ordered that it 
be engrossed, being enti1tled as above, 
and tl1at it be sent to the Legislative 
Cou·ncil with a message requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro-

• • VlSlOnS. 

BOILER INSPECTION BILL. 
Pt1rsuanit to order, and on motio-n of 



/ 
2 i 0 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

R,t . ~()11 : the Prime Minister, the 
'( l • 

I-Ic:11se r e'~ olved itself into Committee 
c f tl1e Vll1ole ·to consider the Bill en
title d "An Act :to amend' The Boiler 
Inspection Act'." 

lVIr. Speaker left tl1e chair. 

l\'fr. Parsons took the chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BON D.-I entirely 
cor1c1lr 'vith the principle of this mea
sure whicl1 has just been introduced. 
I ct r~ 11.ot think it goes too far, but rath
e.r not :Ear enough; and I would ask my 
learu ed fr iend's attention for one mo
menit to \vhat I am about to observe . • 
It seems to me that if any hardship 
is going to accrue by reason of this 
i11easure which has been introduced it 

• 
vvTill accrue 11ot from any desire on the 
part of o\vners to possess that which 
r1:iay be dangerous, buit from ignor
a11ce of the fact. I think tl1at a great 
d eal of t l10 trouble and danger accru
i :r1g to ot1r people to-day comes from 
the fact t l1at ignorant m en anq per-

fectly ir1nocent ones, purchase from 
relialJle persons, boilers which they 
l1elieve per fect ly safe and suitable for 
the ir purpose, yet which in many 
cases are unsuitable and dangerous. 
Ur1der the Bill it seems 1to me that the 
hardship falls on them. Should it not 
fall, I ask my learned friend, upon the 
rnan who sold the article rather than 
on the purcl1aser. I submit the Bill 
¥lould be rendered more perfect by in
serting· a clause putting a heavy pen
al t y l1pon a person who disposes of a 
bc)iler u11less it is accompanied by the 
certificate of a competent engineer 
guara11teeing its soundness. 

MR. ' HOWLEY.-It seems to me 
that the views of rthe Rt. Hon. gentle
man are i1ot very practical. The ob
ject of the la\v is to protect the em
ployees of anylJody opera.ting a boiler, 
and that should be the primary ob
ject. The object of protecting the pur
chaser of a boiler should be a second
;iry object; ~nd l i$ubm.i.t, w'ith all de-

ference, that protection rto the pur
chaser is already afforded by law. If 
a person sells a boiler or any other 
arti~le and misrepresents its condi
tion, . or otherwise impose•s upon the 
purchaser, and the purchaser has no 
way of satisf)ring himself of the de
fecrt, then that purchaser, I think, has 
a right of action. Further, if yot1 go 
so far as to adopt the suggested sec
tio11 and enact a penalty, unless you 

. specifically guard agai11st it you may 
deprive the purchaser of his right of 
acrtion. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Of course 
my learned frie11d is right. The pur
chaser -vvould 11ave a ren1edy, provided 
the seller dispos·ed of his goods un·der 
misrepresentation. If he sold an ar
ticle and guaranteed it sound, and it 
afterwards turned out to be unso11nd, 
the purchaser would have a remedy at 
la,,r, Burt supposing he did not give 
any guara,ntee. A man goes in to pur
chase a boiler. Ile is not competent 
to p.ass an 6pinion u.pon its capacity, 
or steam test, and he knows no nlore 
about it than my le·ar·ned friend or 
myself. He geits no guarantee. \Vhat 
remedy has he. B11t it seems to me 
that if provision were made that no 

second hand or other boiler should be 
sold except accompanied by a guar
.antee, the ·deslr·ed protectio,n would ac-
crue.. Take the case of a gun. If you 
purchase a gun from any reputable 
gun store in any part of the world,. 
you get a guarantee that it is sound. 
W hy should the same not apply to a 
boiler wl1icl1 is equally dangerous if 
not more so. I n1erely throw out this 
s11ggestion to the Government. The 
ma'tter is in the hands of my legal 
fr:iends on tl1e other side of the House. 

. MR. ROBERTS.-Supposing a man 
purchases a boiler in one of the out
por ts, no tifies · the inspectcr, and he 
does not come to inspect it, is the 
owner compelled to keep the boiler 
idle a.ind n<;>t '1S~ it? Tll~t s~ems to be . 
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the law, for several cases have come 
' 

under my notice and I think it very 
unfair. 

I\~ R. HOWLEY.-! think, Mr. Chair
man that the primary object of the 
Bill-to protect employees-is fully 
carried ourt by the law as it now 
stands and these amendments, the 
suggestion of my Hon. friend is more 
with a view to safeguarding purchas
ers. It seems to me that under his 
sugg·estion you would be penalizing 
ordinary commercial transactions for 
the protection of purchasers who are 
already protected by law, unless by 
his own negligence or omission he re
fuses to protect himself. As to the 
guarantee that goes with a gun, as re
ferred to, it is sin1ply an inducement 
offered by reputable gunsmiths in or
der to enhance rthe value of their 
goods to purchasers, and to increase 
their sales. Whilst I fully appre·ciate 
the idea of the Rt. Hon. gentleman I 
do not see that that clause is neces
sary to fully carry out the object of 
the Act. . I think if the Legislature 
were to interfere as bet-vveen vendor 
and purchaser it would be, putting a 
premium on negligence, in relieving 
the purchaser of the responsibility 
which must attach to himself in pur
chasing any article whatsoever 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Does not 
my learned friend see that his argu
menit applies to any ordinary commo
dity of sale? Well, any reputable firm 
will give a guarantee with any article 
it vends. Take the case of an auto-

b ·1 A mo I~e. ny manufacturer of auto-
mobiles will . not wait for the pur
chaser to examine rthe goods, but will 
give a written guarantee. In the first 
place · this is for the protection of the 
purchaser and in the second place only 
for the purpose of increasing his 
trade. I may be wrong in rthe position 
I take, but it occurs to me that my 
suggestion would simplify matters. 
There is great difficulty in, getting rthe 
s~;rv,ices Qf ~ p,n _ e~~gineer - to examin~ 

,.,,.~ ~ ..._~ .. .. .. . .... 

these boilers in the outports. A man 
might have to wait eight or nine 
months for an engineer and in rthe 
meantime he might be 1:JSing a danger
ous boiler. That would be entirely 
obviated by adopting the suggestion I 
have made. 

MR. WARREN.-As this is hardly 
a party matter I may be permitted to 
say a few words which have occurred 
to me, more from the legal stand
point than anything else, with refer
ence to what has been said by the Rrt. 
Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 
The original act, of which this Bill is 
an amendment, was framed not · to 
protect the purcl1aser or rthe vendor, 
but ignorant or innocent people who 
have to use these boilers, against any 
danger which might accrue to them 
through the boiler being defecrtive or 
dangerous in any respect. Now, that 
beii1g the main object, we must, con
fine· our attention to that and that 
only, and instead of putting a premium 
on neg"ligence by protecting the pur
chaser, we should primarily safe
g·uard those who are absolutely ignor
anrt and innocent of any danger that 
may exist, because they never had a 
chance to examine or inspect the boil· 
er. Now I do not tl1ink any man who 
has to pay the price of a boiler com
mands is going to buy a boiler, unless 
h.e knows beforehand what he is going 
to get, and in ninety per cen1t. of cases 
where boilers are purchased the pur· 
chasers have them examined before 
they buy, and get an idea of the state 
of the boiler and how it runs. This 
Bill is purely to safeguard the em
ployees of rthe purchaser of a boiler, 
who have h.ad no chance to inspect it, 
and it seems to me that it makes no 
difference whether the boiler was de
fective when purchased from the 
vendor or became defective after
wards; the main ithing we have to do is 
to protect the people working around 
and about it. If you put in the sec
tion· propo~~q by tb.e Rt. ,Hen. gentle-

-

• 
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1nar1J an_c1 say thait a guarantee shall 
Le gi'v·en with the purchased boiler 
\v h e!l it i3 bought, then tl1e man who 
b1tys it \vill say, I need not bother 
a bout the boiler, if it blow s up and 
kills m}r employees the vendor will be 
responsible. Now, that is not what we 
\\rrtr1t. "\Ve "\\rant that man to inspect 
tl1at boiler before he buys it, so that 
i t \Vill not blow up. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-That is 
all right vvhen tl1e purchaser can in
spect a boiler, and understands how 
to do it, and would be all right if all 
boilers were purchased from engineers 
or engine shops. But very often that 
is not the case. Usually they are 
bot1ght from ·people who have been 
running mills, scattered all around the 
coastline of the country, and far away 
fr o1n vvhere an expert can be had to 
eT"arn i.ne tl1em. The purchaser may be 
as innocent as the Angel Gabriel, and 
may think the boiler is going to last 
five · or six years. Buit when he starts 
to run it, it explodes and destroys 
three or four lives. Now the man 
\vl10 sells t1sually kno-vvs all about the 
boiler; not the man who buys. The 
vendor may have had it for five or six 
yea,rs. Why not inflict a penalty on 
hirn in order t o protect th e purchaser 
and his employees at the same time? 

~II R. WARREN .-The position I 
took was this. Suppose a man 
l)l1rchased a boiler witl1out knowing· 
the first thing· about it, a nd takes no 
trouble to inspect it. He says I have 
my guarantee, and under that and the 
Sale of Goods Act, I am protected if 
an;v~thing should happen to my em
ploy.ees. It is easy enough for anyone 
to ask for . a gu·arantee from a vendor 

. ' 
and if he will not give it, irt is easy 
enough to see the reason. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Why 
should the purchaser be penalized? 
My learned friend says that if the 
section I propose is inserted, then the 
purchaser will be · relieved from any 
responsibility for accidents rthrough 

da,ngerous boilers. Certainly. I con
tend that you should put the penalty 
on the vendor, and I think the vendor 
should be penalized for the reasons I 
have set out , both from the legal and 
the humane standpoint. 

MR. KENT .-I think that the posi
tion taken by the Rt. Hon. the Lead
er of the Opposirtion is a perfectly cor
rect one; and if you insert the sec
tion proposed by him you co1nplete t~1e 
protection of those who t1se boilers. 
This is not a qestion of the civil liabil
ity of rthe owner, user or vendor of a 
boiler. Any employee who is injured 
a$ the rest1lt of the explosion of a 
boilGr has his remedy by action. The 
only object of the section suggested is 
to make a man who sells a defective 
boiler liable to the same penalty as 
tl1e man who us·es it. Now, I think 
the man who sells a boiler owes the 
same duty to the purchaser, as the 
pu·rchaser does to the man he puts in 
charge of it. Tl1is bill pe1nalizes the 
owner ofl the defective boiler. My 
learned frie·nd the member for Placen
tia and St. Mary's objects to penalizing 
the sale-tl1e commercial transaction. 
Well, s ·ir, I think you penalize the 
transaction equally whether you pen .. 
1lize it before the sale or after the 
sale. But, Sir, unde·r this Bill the 
civil liabilities of and remedies of the 
p,artie.s will not be intefered with at 
all. If a man sells a boiler and 
produces the certificate of a competent 
engineer that at the time O·fi sale the 
boiler is fit for use, then, Si1r, he need 
fear no pe·nal ty. He need fear no f;ur
ther penalty or liability than that im
posed on him now by the ordinary 
law unde:r the Sale of Goods Act. I 
think that the man who sells or puts 
in circulation a dangerous boile·r 
should be liable to the same penalty 
as the man who uses it. In nine cas
es out of ten, where a boiler i.s in use·, 
the man who buys it depends upon the 
wo;d of the man who sells it; and 

• 
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considering the conditionis around this 
country and the diffic.ulty of the man 
who buys a boiler getting a prope·r 
certific.ate, the law ought rathe·r im· 
pose the penalty on the vendor than 
on the purc·ha.s.er. 

MR. HOWLEY.-! do not want to 
·delay the Committee; but as I stated 
I do not want to penalize a pur~ly 

commercial transaction; 01r to in any 
way interfere with the right of action 
by the representatives of an employee 
a~ter an accident has happened. It i,s 
a ve1ry poor satisfaction to the rela· 
tives of an employee who has been 
killed to know that the purcha.ser of 
the boiler can sue the vendor. As I 

])ave stated, the main object of thE 
Bill is to protect thos·e wo·rking around 
the boiler, a.nd whethe1r tl1e purchaser 
is penalized or not is a matter of in
diff erenc·e to me. I take it that the 
principle is that no danger, or as lit· 
tie danger as the law will pe·rmit is 
to be put in the way of· the men w.orkR 
ing ne·ar that boiler. Now if Mr. A. 
sells a boiler to Mr. B. and is bound to 
give a guarantee, what is the conse-, 

quence? 

MR. KENT-I did not say gua;rantee 

MR. HOWLEY.-Then a certificate. 

would ask my learned friend; suppose 
11e e·rects .a ·saw mill at Lewisporte 
a.nd goes to Sydney and purcha.ses a 
boile·r and gets with it the guara.ntee 
or certificate or whateve1r it is, that 
the law lays down, how are you going 
to en:o.rc·e the penalty against th·e 
seller in Sydney. In other words, of 

what avail ls it to protect you, tJ1 e . 
purchaser, or your employees wl10 
wo1rk in connection with that boiler. 
A11d do you propose if you buy with 
a guarantee or a certificate t hat t l1 en 
you c:an forthwith use that boi1er 
without hav·ing it inspected; because 
if that is s,o, the employees are not 
protected. If the certificate or other 
document is all that is necessary 
then tl1e employee is not protected 
when he uses the boiler. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.-
My learned friend is in error. 
Government have drafted this 

1."he I 

Bill 
with a view of meeting the very point 
he has in mind, namely the piTotection 
of employees. My suggestion is 
simply that the introducer should add 
a clause to give further protection to 
the employee.s and purchaser. 

MR. HOWLEY.-Would the Rt. hon. 
gentleman draft his amendment. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Ob no. 
Well if on that certific·a.te B usei: I have no intention of doing so. It 
that boiler and C. D. and E. are blown 
up, wha,t sati.s.faction is it to their r·e
presentati ves or th·ei1r fiamilies that B 
has a guarantee from ·somebody who 
sold tl1e boiler, and who may perh.aps 
be without the jurisdiction of our 
-Courts., perhaps in Halifa.x, in Syd
ney, in Montreal. Now, Sir, as far as 
I am concerned, 'it is not objection
able to me to have· the vendor guar
a.ntee the boiler, and be penalized fo,r 
selling a boile·r not in good c·ondition; 
hut if that penalty is to relieve the 
use·r of th_e bo'iler from his liability 

and fro·m his duty to his employees 
tl1en I most certainly do object. I 

is merely a su.ggestion f!O.r an amend
ment. I merely throw out the sug
gesition to the leader of the Govern
ment o·r whoever is in charge of the 
Bill. That is all. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-Mr. Chairman, I am anxious to say 
a word or two while on the po·int. In 
the first place I may say that I ha ·ve 
great sympathy with the suggestion 
as thrown out by the leade1r of the Op
position. If the suggested amend
ment would in any w.ay enhance the 
Act to the better safety of such peo
ple, I sho·uld be , will1ng and ready to 
meet the suggestion and add to the 
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bill. But I do not think that at pres- have two boile·r inspectors wi.th first 
ent there is any -necess1ty and up to 
the pre·sent time there has been no 
real need' for it be;cause in the one or 
two accidents that have occurred the 
question never arose as to the origin
al quality of the boiler when purchas· 
ed. It is principally th.e wor·k of the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries 
to see that a boiler that has been in 
use for some years or even in its first 
and second years inspected. There 
was a ba·d accident over on the South 
Side which led to fire and death. A 
very stringent enquiry into its c·ause 

- -

followed and a great deal of ,sworn evi-
denc.e was taken of engineers, boile~r

makers and inspectors. It turned 
out that the accident arose .f·rom what 
is termed 'salting up,' caused by the 

; 

use of imprope1r kind o.f water. Very 
many ·difficulti.e1s would arise if you 
were to c.all upon the vendor in the 
first place fo·r ins.pection, or certi·fi
cate or whatever you may please to 
call it, but such a course would 
be gr·e·atly to the benefit of the nu·r
chaser. I am not acquaiinted with 
this kind of legislation in England and 
Can.ada, so that I cannot say whethe.r 
there are any precede·nts for com,pul
sory certificate on a sale by the man
ufacturer or by the orig'inal vendor. 
But we have a law which embra.ces 
all this. We ·do not, ho·wever, of ne
ce·ssity ap.ply it at the sou·rce. We ·do 
11ot start with the m.anufacturer in 
the factory or the vendor in th1e 
store; but we say tl1at no per.s·on who 
ha.s in his possession or use any boil· 
er, s.hall ·use 'it with.out a certi .. fi.cate. 
It does not make- any diff e·rence whe .. 
ther it is in the Reid's engin f~s -,: 
gine shops, or in Angel's or the f oun
dry, or on a steame·r o,r in the Harms
worths works at Grand Falls, or in 
the smallest mill in the country, it 
cannot be used witl1out an inspection 
by the Government Inspecto·r. We 

' -

class certificat~s as marine enginee1rs. 
We had one originally, but two years 
ago we found it ne.ces.srury to appoint 
a secon.d, so that the whole country 
could avail of their servic.es~so that 
suppose to-morrow a man buys a boil
er a.nd 1g.ets with it a certi.f:ic.ate 0 '1 .. 

gurur·antee he would .still have to have 
that boil.er ins.pected. The Govern
ment must still inspect it. The mere 
fact that the purchaser obtained a 
certificate from Angel's or Reid's or 
Knowling's or from th.e Englis.h or 
American vendor would not r·emove 
from u1s the resp.onsibility of inspe1c· 
tion. All thi.s goes to show that 
there is a double guarantee a.Irea·dy . 

• 

Under the Act of 1889 all th·ese boil-
e:rs have to be inspected. The rule·s 
and regulations have been for ma.ny 
years in forc·e and have be·en found 
very tho·r.ough in ·relation to this ex
amination and inspection. We are 
now going a step further, a srtep I 
think in the right ·direiction and we 
say that if the owner of any boiler 
shall us.e· or work, or permit the use 
or working of it without a c·ertiflcate 
of inspection he .s.h.all be · pe·nalised. 
The;re is nothing whatever to prevent 
a pur_chaser o bta·ining a.ny guarante.e:s 
he may choose or desire. He can 
satis,fy hims1elf on every p·oint, but the 

· inspection is still required.. No one 
i1s going to pu·r,chase a boiler without 
first s.atis,fying hi.mself .a.s to the ch.ar:
acter of the manufacture1r, the stand
ing of the factory anfl the mate;rial 
us.ed. But nevertheless it must be 

This is an additional 
pre·cautio·n made in the inteir:ests of 
the working people and the object is. to 
protect the man in the factory, the 
workingman in the shop o·r mill a.nd 
the public who travel by train or boat 
or who are in any way c:onneicted with 
that class of machine. As I say . I 
am in sympathy with the suggestion 
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o.f: my Rt. Hon. friend, and I appreci
ate the motive w1hJc:h ~ s.uggested the 
amen·dment, but I think that he ""ill 

or one cent a day. It i.s quite witl1-
in the law. This is the Act as orig· 
inally drafted. It follows the .A.ct ot 

see that the objection is well met.. 1899-and at the introduction of that 

Now as ·r,egards, the point raised by 
the Hon. member for Twillingate, Mr. 

Roberts-I do not think that any diffi
culty ha1s .arisen on tl1at sc·ore. The 
inspectors are always ready to ex
an1ine these boilers. The danger 
would be if you were to limit the oper· 
ation of the Act in anyway an·d permit 
a man to have a boiler in hls. posses
sion in use for say six months before 
it ·is ins.pected. It mjght blow up, 
n1ean death and destruction to hi.s e1m
ployees and the public. If you are 
going to have a law it must be a strict 
one. We simply s.ay that you must 
have it insp·ected, and have a certifi
cate be·!ore· you can use it. 

MR. ROBERTS.-Mr. Ch.airman, I 

do not wish to detract one. iota fro.m 
the double guarantee, of the Bill, but 
I think the matte.r worth noticing, not 
firom a legal aspect, but be,cause it has 
come under my notice that months 
have intervened between the applica· 
tion for inspe·ction and the actual in· 
. spe,ction. It is wor·king a h.ardship 

upon the emplo·yers · of labour, the 
u.sers of boilers an·d machinery l!nl ~s.s 

there is some provi1s.o licens.ing the~r 
use to some e.xtent, and e·xtending 
the time a little. What fQr instanc·e 
is the neces.sity for local inspection if 
the boiler co·mes in with a c·ertili~ate 

from ou.ts·ide the c·ountry. It 1s a 
great .hardship upon the owner .. ~f a 
boiler to h.ave to pay $100 fo,r ev 1.ry 
day of use of the boiler without in
spection o·r else hang up his business 
indefinitely. 

RT. HON PRIME l'v11NISTER.-Mrr 

Chairm.an, un·der the law, in the 
fi1rst place, the.re is no such fine. If a 
boiler owner is brought before a n1ag-
istrate he may be fined five cents a day 

Act I ·raised the very point now raised 
by the Hon. member that it migl1t 
work a hardship if the fine were fix

ed. But now under this law if a man 
is working h'is boilers f.o·r say ninety 
days, th·ree months, without inspec ... 
ti()n and is then taken before a mag
istrate he can be fined one cent a day 
or ninety c·ents. It is entirely d'is .. 
cretionary to tl1e magistrate. ~ L , a. J 

to meet the cases quoted by M 1r. Rob
erts that the ·second ins,p·ector was ap

pointed. I suppose that most of the 
boilers used in the country are bought 
·in St. John's, so that the i.nspection 
could be . made here before ,shipment 
I think really very little hardship 
could arise. Now as regards the a.n· 
n ua.l inspe.ction, that is really a case 
for the inspector:s,a.nd it is their fa11lt 
if the inspection is not made. . Up to 
the p·resent I have never heard of any 

hardship, and I do not think that a.ny 
can arise. The amendment is entire
ly in the· interests oil the men that 
work in the factories . 

RT. HON. S·IR ROBERT BOND.

Mr. Chai1rman, I do not intend to raise 
any contention on the matter, but I 
would just point out that I do not re
fer to bo'ilers sent out from the ma-

chine shops here, for this .reason, that 
boilers sent out from here have a rea
sonable guarantee in the reputation o~ 
the fi·tm. If the, Reids or Angel? of 
the Terra Nova Foundry make the 
boilers, there is a reasonable guaran
tee as to the make of the materiaJ . 
But t l1e class of bo'ile1r that I mean is 
the one that passes worn one small 
mill to another-the exchanges or pur
chases tl1at frequently take place. One 
man cuts out an area of timbe·r in a 
certain locality. He· abandons the 

• 
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mill and sells the boile1r to some one 
say in another district or in soma re
mote part or the country. That is the 
class o·f boiler-tran,saction in which 
I w'i1S·h to p:revent the injury. And it 
seems to me that you work no injus
ti:ce· to anyone if! you ad·d that to the 
present bill. It will prote·ct the in
nocent purchas,er f1rom perc,hance a 
rascally vendor. Now the Rt. hon. 
the Prime Minister said that although 
a purchaser of a boiler might have a 
certificate from the man uf.acturer it 
would .still have to be examined here 
by a local inspector, and that a sec·ond 
charge would be place·d upon the ven
dor. For this reas.on the certificate 
or a competent eng'ine·er should rate 
with the certificate of the local sur
veyor, th u 8 1r·elieving the vendor of 

having to pay tl1e cost of the second 
survey. There is no rea.son why the 
coctificate f:rom the machine shops in 
the States or Cana·da should not rat€ 
equally with that of the local surveyor. 

MR. HOWLEY.-I-Iow are you to 
l<:now that the surveyor is an engineer 
or is competent. 

I 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.-

In the States .and Canada no man is 
allowed to praetic·e as an engineer un· 
less he belongs to the Society of En· 

• g·1neers. 
MR. HOWLEY-But th'en you would 

need a second certificate as to the 
engineer's i-dentity. 

R~. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.

That is absurd. The firm would be 
guarantee for that. No reputable firm 
would risk the ruin of its busd.ness in 
that way. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-The answer to the position raised 
by my hon. friend is tha.t we must aR
sume that the vendor has been working 
it under a certificate of inspection. 
\~Tl1at better tiitle could there be than the 

· certificate of inspection within a year. 

The pur.c,ha1ser might go furither,and de~ 
mand another inspection, but he could 
on the old c·ertificate run the· balance 
of the ye,ar on the vendor's ce1rtifi
cate, so that I cannot apprehen·d any 
dang·er 'in this respect. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND.

Mr. Chair·man, there is just one mat
ter that has been lost sight of. Sup
pose the vendor has not used the boil
er within the pa.st twelve months,there 
is then no guarantee. In that twelve 
months the· boiler may have become 
utterly useless. Suppose for example 
that a man uses a boiler in the ne'igh
bou:rhood of a water supply containing 
a large quantit y of acid. If that acid 
is allowe·d to remain in the bo'iler, it 
will ruin the boiler. It will eat away 
and destroy the -tubes utterly and af
rect the whole structu1ral c·ondition of 
the boiler. The vendor may be in
nocent, perfectly innocent, and yet the 
purchaser will be victimised. 

RT. HON THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-That could only be found out by an 
ins.pection .and survey and the pur
chaser can always get that. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND1.-

Yet if he does not he is w'ithout any 
remedy against the verrdor. 

MR. KENT-Mr. Chairman, I would 
just like to ask the Right Hon. the 
Pre,mier i.f this, amendment amends o·r 
repeals any Section or the old Act. 

RT. HON. "f;H E PRIME MINISTER. 

-No. Purely an addition to the old act 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
m atter to them referred a~d ha·d pas
sed the Bill with an amendment. 

Ordered: That this Report be re
ceived and adopted, and that the Bil] 
be read a third time on to ... mo rTow. 

TUBERCULOSIS BILL. 
Pursuant to order,and on motion of 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
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House resolved itself into Com.mittee 
of the Whole to consider the Bill en· 
title·d "An Act respecting the Treat
ment and Prevention of Tuberculosis." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chai'r. 
l\tir. Parsons took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
MR. CLI FT.-Mr. Chairman, I would 

like to ask the Rt. Hon. Prime Minis· 
ter ifl in the event of the, Government 
takin,g over the 16 outport sanitaria or 
ho1spitals which have been off,er·e·d, it 
is the intention to place one in each 
district, or is it propose·d to .ask the 
donors to reconside,r that ar1rangement 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTE'.R. 

-Mr. Chairman, in reply I may s,ay 
that the offer was made by Messirs 
Reid in that form and the G·overnmeht 
accepted it unconditionally. I listened 
the other da.y to the hon. member with 
considerable interest, and I thought 
he made a g·ood case in relation to 
the plac,ing of 4 or 5 sanitaria in Con
ception Ba,y as agains.t only one in 

' 
Placentia Bay, one in Notre Dame Bay, 
one in St. Barbe, one in Burgeo, and 
one in Bonavista Bay, all very large 
di~tric,ts. But as I said that was the 
way in wh·ich the gift was made, and 
I do not even now know that a.ny re 
pr·esentative of a Conception Bay dis1 

trict in this House would feel justi£ied 
in sa)ring that 11e did not require one 
in his distr ict, t l1at it wa,s near enougl1 
to soJ.ne other distr ict to meet the re· 
qui1rements of the case. It seem,s. to 
me that if you put these five little 
sanitaria, really five little 
hospitals, in Conception B.ay, 

011tport 
and 

tl1er e is a good deal of consumption 
in these places, it will take ·some time 
before the servic.es of these sanitaria 
can be safely dispensed with. Then 
when their work is over in each place 
tl1ey will simply be little outport hos
pitals which can be used for a thou
sand and one purposes arising every 
day. We all know what a valuable 

thing it would be to have one sucb 
cottage hospital, not only in every 
·district, but in every town, where .any 
case requiring special treatment could 
be taken. Then again there are cas
es which require absenc·e f 1rom noi.se. 
There are midwi.f!ery cases· which can
not be properly tre.ated in thei1r homes~ 
In all that class of cases. these little 
outport cottage hospitals when they 
have served th·eir purpose in relation 
to consumption, can be most ca•refully 
utilised. I should like if it were pos
sible to see more, in the large dis
tricts and les,s in the sm.all districts. 
especially those near St. John's; fo1 
the large sanitairium in St. John's 
will not be for St. John's alone. Cases 
will be admitte·d in St. John'·s· f.rom all 
over the . Is.land, and · properly so,oth
erwise it would not be fair. If this 
point 1rai.sed by Mr. Clift we·re re.gard· 
ed as ·important I should be very glad 
indeed to bring the matter to the no
tice of th·e donors, and the question 
mig·ht be consider,ed with the consent 
of: the various district representatives, 
because afiteir ,all, the gift has been 
made to these ·disrtricts. But it is too 
late now to say that, for instanc,e, 
Carbonear is near enough to St. 
John's, and take the sianitarium away 
from that district. After all, the1r~ ts 
the gift, and it has been ac.cepted un
conditionally, and it would now be dif
ficult without the c:onsent of the var'i .. 
ous representatives to ·deal with it 
further. 

MR. WO·ODFORD.-Mr. Chairman, I 

should like to say that I believe a 
sanitarium would b,e a great advant
age to my district of Hr. Main. I know 
of seve·ral families within the pa,st 
few years wiped out by tube·rculosis, 
who would have been saved if we had 
had a sanitarium in the district. After 
the disease is wiped out the.se build
ing·s will be most useful as cottage 
hospitals, and I can assure you, Sir, 
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that we will take very good ca:re to 
secu.re one for · the d'i-strict if possible. 

MR. · GOODISON.-M·r. Chairman, I 
have listened with much attention to 
the remarks made upon the question 
raised by my hon. friend the member 
fior Twillingate, Mr. Clift. I m.ay say 
that I ·do not tltink he will fi11d any 
rep1resentative from Conc·eption Bay 
to assent to his proposal that the four 
of five s,anitaria, which it is proposed 
to erect ther·e ,should be reduced in 
number. I would have spoken on 
this point the other d.ay had not tl1e 
Prime Ministe·r ·dealt with it s.o fully. 
The hon. member suggested tl1at if 

tl1e Government were going to try 
this form of treatment it would be bet-,, 
te.r to pin their fa.ith upon the sani-
tarium in St. John's .. I am rather sur
prised that that suggestion should 
come fr.om an outport representa,tive. 
From an outport point o{ view this 
would be far from sa tisfa,ctory as I 
know the priva.tions and hardships 
outport patients would have to suffer, 
in getting up to St. John's or in wait· 
ing· their turn to enter; and for an 
outport ·representative to suggest that 
the trial be made with one sa.nitariu.m 
in St. John's is surprising to me. 

.i. should like to say a word in praise 
of the munificence displayed by the 
Messrs. Reid in m.aking this gift; and 
I think that the giving of a s.anitarium 
to each district is one of the best fea
tures of that offer. l 1fi they had b,een, 
or if they were to be, allotted to ce~ 
tain districts the Oppos,ition woul·d 
have raised anothe·r cry, tl1at it was 
·d·one only for political effect. But 
when ea,c·h district is given one there 
can be no objection on those lines. It 
must be apparent to the hon. member 
for rfV\7illing·ate that a district whic.h 
l1a s had the off er of such a g·ift as 
t 1

1;s is not likely to give it up easily. 
I nee·d not tell so experienced a poli

ticJa.n as h·imself that the;·e is a cer-

• 

tain amount of jealousy between dis
tricts at times, and if the sanitaria 
are placed as IVIessrs. Reid suggest 
there will be no scope for anytl1ing of 
that kind. I look to . the day, Sir, w her1 
these institutions will have done their 
wo1rk, and when they can be utilized 
as small outport ho·spitals. The hon. 
member told us the co.st wo·uld b·e· i.m· 
mense, and it is the .cost, I suppose 
tl1at he is still thinking about. But 
he e'stimates the c·ost an.nually a,s $300 
per patient, ignoring the fact that Dr. 
Campbell had a sanitarium in St. 

John's for a wl1ile where he treated 
100 patients at a cost of only $60 a 
11ead. We fteel in Carbonear that this 
sanitarium will be a great thing f.or 
the district. We do not wish to be 
fo :·ced to send patients away, even to 
Harbour ·Grace. I think the present 
ar1rangement a very satisfactory one, 
and I am sure the Government will 
not consider it necessary to take any 
action along the lines sug·gested by 
the hon. me·mber for Tw'illingate. 

rvlR. EMERSON.-Before the Com
mittee rises, I wis.h to place myself\ on 
rec.ord as beill!g en ti.r·ely in a.c.coird 
wi tl1 the Bill. I regret that I was 
prevented fro1m being present when 
the resolutions were be·ing dtscussed 
in this House, for I judge by the 
newspape·r reports th.at a great deal of 
interesting 1natter on the s,ubject of 
tubetculosis was elic.ited from hon. 
members on both s.ides. Whatever 
may be said as to tl1e best me·an·s, of 
dealing with this di1sease, everyone 
must agree that immediate steps are 
necess.a.ry to prevent it extending, and 
if possible to eff·ect a cure in case1s 
whe·re perisons are suffering from it in 
'its incipient sta,g8s. Tl1e Messrs. Reid 
have generously oftfe·re,d to erect a 
sanitarium in St. John's at a cost $50,-
000.00 a.nd one in every district at a 
cost of about $3,000.00 e·ach. Th·e 
11an·dsome gift has been accepted by 
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the Government, and it is ou1r duty 
now to prov'ide for their mainten,ance 
and upkeep. During the past months 
the newspape·rs were daily rec,oi:rding 
the thanks of the people from the 
,diffe:r1ent outports, and I now take thi,s 
occasion to thank the donors, on b·e
half of the people of the district of 
Fo1~ntune Bay for their splendid off er 
to erect .a san'itarium ther·e. I have 
f;requently visited the different settle
ments between Fortune Bay and. Ca.pe 
Ray, and I regret to 11a.ve to s,ay tl1at 
evidence is not wanting of the p1r:es
ence of c·onsumption in a great many 
places along that coast. Knowin,g 
that this disease 1is prevalent a,mong,st 
our people, it is clearly our duty to 
take .such steps as will arrest its rav
ages a.nd if possible, in c,ours.e of 
time, stamp 1it out altogether. Some 
lion. members on the other side of 
the House are opposed to the ma1n
tenance of. these sanitaria on the 
ground of expense, which they com
pute at about one hundred thousand 
dollars pe1r year. We know th.at they 
will not cost ,anything like this 
amo,unt, but even if such was the c·as9 

we would be perfectly justified in m.ak
ing the expenditure. I am fully prepar
ed to accept all responsibility fior the 
manner in whic.h I !intend to vote on 
this question, for if we c,an suc,ceed 
in stamping out this disea.se, or le,s
sening the number of de.athis due to 
its ravages, we shall be able to justi
fy our action before the country. The 
mere distribution of literature is not 
sufficient-we must go further and 
grapple with thi.s enemy in some tang
ible manner. This is an honest an:d 
sincere .attempt on the part of the 
,Gove1,r11ment and will meet witl1 the 
approval of all those persons wl10 ar · 
not blinde,d with politicaJ prejudice,s. 
"fhe Association for the Prevention of 
Cons.umption 11as done goo·d work, an1d 
the Hon. Mr. H~r·vey, as its pr'ime 

mover, hac, wo·rl{:ed i11cess,antly in the 
dire,ction ofi teaching the people how 
to prevent and overcome tl1is disea,3e. 
and if that Society had done ·nothing 
further· than to wake up the count,·t·y 
to a realization o.f the seriousne:s.s of· 
this menace, their efforts are, not d,n 
,rain. If they had made us alive to 
tl1e ~act that the time had ar.rive1d 
when legislation, such a,s1 is, novv con
te1nplated is nec·essary to C'Ope w.it:-1 

-
this disease which attacks, s,o many 
of our pe,ople, they will, if these s,an'i
taria pr,ove a succes,s, be commende·d 
of all classes. I supp.art this Bill for 
the reason tl1at I b·eliieve sanita1:ia 

' . 

scattered tl1roughout the country mu.st 
11elp a large number of our people afi.. 
flicted with consumptio'.n, and I opp,ose 
the amendments brought forwa.r,d , by 
the leader of the Opposition because , 

they seem to be insincere, and d.ntro
duced merely f1.·om an oppos'ition 
standpoint. 

MR. MOUL TON.-Mr. Chairman, I 
should like to say a few words befo:e 
this bill passes, rto place on record my 
appreciation and that of my district of 
the ver-yT generous gift of the· Messrs. 
Reid in offering to build a hospital ·in 
every district throughourt the Island. 
At the ti1ne the report came out tl1e 
people of the whole district were very 
much pleased a11d thought the news 
almost too good to be true, and on 
tl1eir behalf I wisl1 to thank the Reid 
Brothers very much. A few days ago 
when speaking on this subject, the 
Rt. Hon. Leader of the Opvosition 
made it a strong point of his argu-
111ent that if you compel consumptives 
to go into these hospitals you will be 
taking the breadwinners from many 
homes. That I think v1ot1ld be a great 
be11efit, because if a man has consump
tion he is no longer a breadwinner for· 
his hon1e and by compelling him to en-

' ter the hospital you will be doing · a · 
benefit to his family. The hon. gent~ 
len1an also made a strong point of the 
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cost to the Colony for the lipkeep of 
th,ese hospitals, but I think that if one
quarter of the consumptive people in 
this country could be made betiter, it 
would be money well spent. I am 
'rery grateful to the Reids for their 
very generous off er to my district. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 
The Chairman from the Commitrtee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had pass
ed the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That this Report be receiv
ed and adopted, and that the Bill be 
read a third time on to-morrow. 

The remaining Orders o.f the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
to-morrow, Tuesday, March 5th, at 
three of the clock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

TUESDAY, March 5th. 
House opened at 3 p.m. pursuant to 

adjournment. 

PETITIONS: 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

I ask leave to present a p,etition fro1m 
the inhabitants of S,cilly Cove, New 
Chelsea, Brown,s,dale, New Melbourne, 
Whales. Brook and Gr.ate·'s Cove, as:k
ing for the allocation of a sum of mo.
ney for the erection of a light house 
at Grate',s Cove. The locality is a da,n
gerous one and the p1etitione;rs wis.h to 
have a light hou.se erected there. I 
have much pleasure in supporting the 
pr.ayer of the petition and ask that it 
be reffer·red to the ·department o·t 
Marine and Fisherie:s 

MR. MOUL TON.-I as,k leave to 
pre·sent a p,etition from the inhabi
tants of New Harbour, He,rmitage 
Bay, asking that it be made a port of 

. call for one of the co.astal boats. No 
,' 

steame·r calls there a,nd the people do 
not get thei.r mails m,ore than once a 

fiortnight. They want better facilitie.s 
in this respect and I trust the Gov
ernment will be able to arran,ge to 
have the steaimie.r call th~re. I aslr 
that the petition b1e referred to the de
partment of the Colonial Sec,reta·r·y. 

HON. MR. EMERSON-I ask leave 
to p,re.seint a ·p,etition f,r'om the i.nhab
itants of Femme in the eleictoral dis· 
trict of Fo·rtune Bay asking fo.r the 
allocation of $50 for the ere.ction of a 
pier there·. I have· much pleasu:re in 
supportin.g th·e pr.ayer of the petitio,n 
and I ask that it be re'fierre,d to the 
department of Public Wo,r·ks. 

MR. KENT-I ask le·ave to present 
a petition fro,m the people of Flatroc.k 
on the subjec:t of a road. The road in 
que,stion is c·alled1 the Th,ree Is1.a.nd 
Pond Road and is an agricultural 
road. It has bee,n ab·solutely neglect, 
ed for a long time .and al though I 
have co·mmunicated with the Depart
ment of Public .Wo,rks and with the 
P r i1me Tviinister coinc.ern'ing it both by 
letter and by pers.onal interview'· no ... -
thing· has been ·done in the matter,and 
the petitioners have· ·come here to as:k 
that it be atte·nde,d to. The road is a 
mo,st important one to the peo.ple for 
they use it tn co·nnection with th1e-ir 
farm·s. I as,k that th·e petition be r& 
f,er:red to the Department of Public 
Worl{S an1d I trust that as soon as the 
spring op,ens they will give the miattef 
their attention. 

MR. DVIYE R.-r ha,~e m11ch ple.a
su.re in supporting the p·rayer of the 
pe·tition jl1st p're1se1nted by my hon. 
fTien1d, Mr. Kent. I know the ro.ad very 
well and also the trou,ble and ha·rd
ship which the people suffer trying to 
g·et over it. I sin·cerely ho1p1e the De
partment will attend to it as it will 
be a g:-e·a t ble1ssing to the people if 
it is improve·d . 

The seve·r.al petition's wer'e received 
and on motion it was· ord.ered that 
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they be ,referred to the several de
partments to whic:h they relate,d. 

Mr. Kent gave notice of question. 
M·r. Clapp gave ·notice of question. 
Mr. Ge·ar gave notic·e of question. 
MR. CLAPP.-Asked the Ministe.r of 

Marine .and Fishe:ries to lay oil the 
table of the House a state:ment (1) 
the total amount credited out of the 
special grant to District of St. Barbe·; 
(2) stateiment of each allocation made 
tl1e.refrom. giving ·date and amount 
of each, also to whom allocated and 
for what purposes, and if any part of 
the Marine Grant was tran·sf e.rred to 
the Public \Vorks Department from 
the l\tiarine .and Fi.s,herie.s De·pa:rtme·nt. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
In absen·ce of the Ministe.r I beg to 
table the statement a;sked fo·r. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked 
the Rt. Hon. the Premier if the Gov
ern1nent of rthis Colony has ur1dertaken 
to pay a subsidy to the Galway trans
Atlantic Port Project. If so, what 
amount of subsidy. Also, to lay on the 
table of the House a copy of all cor
respondence rthat has taken place be
tween the Government of this Colon_y· 
and the promoters of th.e scheme. 

RT. HON. PRIME M!l'JISTER
When in E 11gland in June last, the 
Chairman and Directors of the l\'1id
land Great Western Railway of Ire-
land, a11d the Chairman and Members 
of the Galvv·ay Trans-Atlantic Port 
Committee invited the Premiers of the 
Oversea.s Dominions to visit Galway to 
inspect the proposed Galway trans-At
lantic port. 

On Tuesday, July 11th, I visited Gal
way on t~1e said invitation and 'vVas 

entertained by the Chairrr1an and Mern
bers of t he Gal\vay trans-Atlantic Port 
Committee. 

Lord Killanin, who was Chairrrta,r1 
of the Committee, made a speecl1 out
lining the proposed service bet,veen 
Galway, St. John's and Halifa:x1 :tiame .. 

ly a weekly service, from Galwa"}.,. to 
St. John's in 2 3-4 days, and from Gal
way to Halifax via Sit. John's in 3 1-2 
days. 

In speaking on that occasion, I stat
ed that if such a service ever becan1e 
an accomplished fact, and Newfo1111<1-
land was made a link in the same, tl.et 
the Newfoundland Government woul,J 
be prepared to consider a reasonable 
contribution in the nature of a sub
sidy for carrying the mail. 

Beyond that, no correspondence ha,s 
taken place between the Governn1e11t 
of this Colony and any parties in rt:~l~l · 
tion to the said scheme. 

MR. ROBERTS asked the Hon. the 
Prime Minis1ter if it is the intention 
of the ·Government to put two steam
ers on Notre Dame Bay the coming 
summer to meet the demands for ad
ditional mail service and the require
ments of the rtrade in that district. If 
not, why not? If so, to state the pFo
posed route of the two boats, also 
name the amount of extra . subsidy to 
lle paid the contractors for such ser
vice, and the additional ports of call 
to be inserted in the schedule. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
The question of placing additional 
steamers on Notre Dame Bay the com
ing summer to meet the demands for 
additional mail service and the re
quirements of the trade in that dis
trict is under the consideration of rt.he 
Government, and has been for some 
time. 

Nothing has been decided as to the 
route, the amount of the subsidy, or 
the ports of call; nor has any cor
respondence rtaken place with the con
tractor .. 

RT HON. SIR R. BOND • aske.d 
the Rit. · I-Ion. the Premier if any ne
gotiations or correspondence has tak.en 
place between the Government of this 
Colony and one John Forester, of Lon'." 
don, . Er1gland, on "'"£he Canadian North 
Atlantic, Limited," in reference to the 
~onstruc,rtion of a railway from Port 
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Charles, Labrador, to, or towards Mon-
treal. If any su.bsidy has been prom
ised by the Government of this Col
ony towards said scheme, if so, what 
amount, and to lay on the table of 
this House a copy of all correspond-
e11ce. 

. -
RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-

When in New York, on lVIay last, on 
n1y way to J...1ondon, I was waited on, 
and met by · appointment John Fos
ter, Chairman, and Thoma,s Skinner, 
Direct9r for and on behalf ot the Can
adian North Atlantic Corporation, Lim
ited, a Con1pany which propose to con
struct and operate a railway between 
Quebec and a point at or near Cape 
St. · Charles on the coast of Labrador. 

After fully discussing the question 
as to what the Newfoundland Govern-

thereabout for the purpose of acquir~ 
ing, constructing and operating a stan-. 
dard gauge railway between Quebec 
City and a point at or near Cape St. 
Charles on the coast of Labrador (a 
point only 1,680 miles distant from 
Liverpool), and to establish, either dir
ectly or through another Company, a 
fast passenger service by steamers of 
the Lusitania type between the east
ern terminus of rthe rail\vay and Great 
Britain. 

At Quebec, the railway will connect 
with all the trans-continental railways 
of Canada and Newfoundland, and will 
furnish the quickest route between Eu
rope and all parts of Canada, New
foundland and the Unirted States of 
America, Japan, China, New z ·ealand 
and Australia. The Company will, on 

ment would be prepared to do, the ac- the completion of the main trunk line, 
companying memorandum was pre-.· . 

pared and hancled to me. 
I pointe·d out to these parties the 

various proposals of Mr. Bender and 
others, going back for twenty years, 
to establish similar ·services, and in
dicated that I thought it was idle to 
bring this matter before the New
foundland Government or before the 
Legislature until a charter had been 
obtained from the Dominion Govern
ment or the Quebec Government, giv-

. I 

ing rthe parties full rights and powers 
• 

to construct and operate a line down 
to the Newfoundla.nd Labrador bound
ary, but when that charter was grant
ed by the Dominion or Quebec Govern
ment I would be glad to bring the mat
rter before the Government of N evv
foundland, and afterwards before the 
Legislature. 

No subsidy of any description was 
~ .-
asked for, nor has any subsidy been 
promised. The matter has not been 
brought before the Government in any 
shape, and no correspondence has 
taken place. 

It is proposed to incorporate a Com
pany in both Canada and Newfound
land, witb ~ capital of $25,000,00·o, or 

construct a branch line from the main 
line to a convenient point on the La
brador coast, opposite Bonne Bay, or 
other approved poin1t with ferry con
nection, or, if preferred by the New
fot1ndland Government to connect 
Bonne Bay by ferry with the main ter
minus of the railway on the Labra
dor coast, thus furnishing to New
foundland the best rtransportation fac
ilities to Europe and America. 

The gentle~nen primarily interested 
in the undertaking have registered 
themselves as a company in London, 
known as the Canadian North Atlantic 
Corporation, Limirted, with a capital of 
£ 100,000. The Directors are: John 
Foster, Esq., Consul-Gel).eral for China 
in England, 88 Fenchurch Street, J...1on
don, E.C.; Thomas Skinner, Esq., late 
of Thomas Skinner and Company, Lon-

. - . 
don, Glasgow and Greenock, Shipown-
ers and Brolcers, 23 Billite1· Street, 
London, E.C.; B. W. Gonin, Esq., late
ly of the financial house of Bellfield 
& Co., 57 Moorgate Street, London, E. 
C.; and Lawrence D. Henderson, Esq., 
late of D. & W. Henderson, Shipbuild
ers, Glasgow (Anchor Line), Marine 
En.gfneer, 81 Piccadilly, LQ~c7on, W, ~ 

r 
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The Company will be referred ito in 
the memorandum as the London Com
pany to distinguish it from the Rail
way Company. 

The London Company has made sat
isfactory financial arrangements with 
one of the large banking houses of 
London, and with one of the larg·e 
French banks for the flotation of rthe 
Railway Compa11y if the London Co1n
pany succeeds in arranging reaso11a.ble 
assistance from the Colciny of New
foundland and the Province of Que
bec. 

The London Compa.ny has made a 
provisional agreement to take a 99 
years' lease of running powers over 
the Quebec and Saguenay Railway 
fron1 Murray Bay into Quebec, a dist
ance of 86 miles. This agreement 
gives the London Com1)any a,nd its 
assigns running powers into Quebec 
with the use of the station and ter
minal at Quebec, and '\Vill also give 
to the London Company tl1e ownership 
of the charter and cash subsidy (now 
owned by the Quebec a11d Saguenay 
Railway Company), for extending the 
line from Murray Bay to Seven Islands 
Bay. 

'l'he disitance from Murray Bay to 
Seven Islands Bay is 380 miles. The 
subsjdy for this. 380 miles is $6,400 per 
mile in cash, or $2,432,000 in all, with · 
a land grant of 2,000 acres per mile. 

No difficulty is anticipated in sec
uring at least like assistance for the 
section betvleen Seven Islands Bay and 
the eastern limit of the Province of 
Quebec. 

These arrangements are satisfactory 
to the financial houses referred to 

' and they will be prepared to proceed 
with th"' flotation upon an arrange
me::it being rnade along the follovring 
lines vvith the Colony of N evvfound
!and: -

1.-The Newfoundland Governn1ent 
to make a freehold land grant rto the 
London CC?mpany or its assigns of 6,-
000 acres of la11d in· I-Ja brador -ner mile 

·- - ~ ~ ~----'~ 

of railway constructed, or to be con
str·ucted through Newfoundland terri
tory, such land to be selected by the 
Company or its assigns in alternate 
blocl{:S of not m.ore than five square 
miles each, lyin,g at least three miles. 
distant from the shore, a freehold land 
grant of an a<lditional strip of free
hold land tvvo hundred feet in width, 
one hundred feeit on each side of the 
centre of the railway tracks along the 
vrhole course of the railway in .New
fo·undland territory, and in addition, 
a grant of all such further freehold 
land.s and lands covered with water 
as the Company may from time to time 
reasonably require for terminals, 
docks, wharves, townsites and other 
purposes connected \vith the t1nder
ta.king in N ewfou11dland territory
provided, however, that :he last men
tioned lands are not to become the fee 
simple property of the Co1npany or its 
assigns until such time as tl1ey have 
co1nmenced construction on . the rail
way and terminal vvorks in Newfound
land territory and shall have expend
ed thereon rthe sum of five hundr3d_ 
thousand dollars, which construction 
is to be commenced within four years 
from the date of the incorporation of 
·the Railway Company, and to be c·om
pleted withi11 six years from the ex
piration of rthe said period of four 
years. 

2.-r:rhe Government to secure the 
passage by the Legislature of a char
ter incorporating the Railway Com
pany by the na1ne of the Quebec and 
Cape Charles Railway Company, or 
some other suitable name, such char
ter to con1tain similar provisions to 
those contained in Chapter 7 of the 
~'\..cts of 1890 (except so far as the san1e 
inay be inc2nsistent with this memor
andum), and such other provisions as 
may be hereafter agreed on by the 
London Company and the Govern1nent. 

3.-,.l-lie Go~v~er111nent to secure the 
passage of Legislatio11 . exe1npting the 
Railway Company from Qov~rµment7 

• 

• 
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Municipal and local taxation for a 
tern1 of fifty years. 

4.-The legislation ito be secured by 
the Government is also to establish 
the Labrador terminus of the Railway, 
a· free port for the trans-shipment of . 
goods. 

5.-~.\Jl plant, macl1inery, materials 
and supplies required for the original 
installation of the railway and its 
equipment and the doclts, "\Vharves and 
incidental vlorlts in any vvay connected 
'vith the undertaking are to be a,clmit
ted fr~e of customs or other duties or 
taxes. 

6.-It is undersitood that the Go11-
ernment is to complete the . construc
tion of the projected line of rail\vay 
to Bonne Bay, or other point to be 
agreed upon, in sufficient tin1e rto com
plete the ferry connection to be estab
lished between Bonne Bay or so1ne 
0th.er convenient point a:nd the Com
pany'E railway system. 

The financial houses interested sug
gest these terms to be very reasonable 
in view of the fact tl1at Newfound
land grants nothing if the rail"\vay is 
not completed, vvhile on the other hand 
i,f. it is completed, the railway colm
pany will have expended approxim-
3)tely $5,000,000 in the 1Jatirador and 
the whole territory which is now com
parativel)r valueless will be made valu
able. 

Tl1is statement is submitted by 
l\llessrs. Foster and Sl{inner, who are 
duly authorized by the London Com
pany to negotiate and conclude an 
agreemenrt with your Government on 
the above lines. If the terms are satis
factory, this memorandum will be 
made effective by an Order in Council 
accepting the terms thereof and agree
i11g to subm~t the necessary legisla
tion rto inake the agreement effective. 

JOHN FOSTER, Chairman. 

THOMAS SKINNER, Director 
Acting under Power of Attor-

• 

ney, dated London, April 27, 
1911, for arid on behalf of tl1e 
Cr\_NADIAN NORTH ATLAN
TIC CORPORATION, LTD. 

New York, May 8th, 1911. 
MR. KENT asked the Hon. the Min

ister of Finance a11d Customs to lay 
on the table a statement of the Loan 
of ~£800,000 stg. raised under the Rail
way Ac1t, 1910, showing in detail (1) 
'I'he total amount· of loan raised u11der 
said Act; (2) The total a,mount receiv
ed by the Colony as proceeds of said 
loa11; (3) Particulars of the difference 
be·t¥reen the face value of the loan and 
the amount received wiith names, dates 
and purpose of each such particular; 
( 4) amounts paid out of said loan, to 
"\vhom, for what purpose, date and on 
"\vhat authority; (5) Balance now to 
credit of said loan, and where such 
balance is now deposited. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-In reply I beg to say rthat 
tl1e statement is being prepared. As 
regards the question asked by the Rt. 
Hon. the Leader of the Opposition on 
Tl1ursday, Feb. 27th, I laid the inform
ation on rthe table of the House the 
same day, but as he did not get it, I 
beg to hand him another copy. 
vVEIGHTS AND MEAS·URES RESO-

LUTIONS. 
Pursuant to order, and leave grant

ed, and on inotion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Hot1se resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole to 
co11sider certain Resolutions on the 
subject of Weights and Measures. 

l\/Ir. Speaker left the chair. 
l\'Ir. Parsons took the chair of Com

mittee. 
RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-Mr. Chairman, these resolutions are 
for the pt1rpose of amending, in the 
way of addi1tion principally, the pre
sent law in relation to Weights and 
Measures. For the last two or three 
years \Ve have had a new Inspector of 
Weights and Measures, Mr. O'Mara, 
and I think that he is ·endea·vcring in 



' 

-

-
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 2 25 

the interests of tl1e public to try and 
see that the law is carried ot1t. We 
have only to reflect for a moment, to 
see 11ow very important it is ir1 the 
g·e11eral public interesit, in the inter
est of the public individually, to have 
pro1)er weights and n1easures. It is a 
larg·e public n1atter, and appeals to 
every person, rich or poor, but to the 
poor person especially, for he gener
ally gets everything in small measure, 
and i1t is only fair and right to him 
that the weights and measures being 
used, should be correct. When Mr. 
O'lVlara was appointed three years ago, 
he found on inspection and examina
tion that about 25 or 30 per cent. of 
the weights and measures used were 
incorrect. That is a very larg·e i)er
centage. I-le \vould not claim that this 
was intentionai on the part of those 
llsing tl1ose weights and rnesures, but 
it was largely due no doubt to . indif
ference and to the want of not having 
attention drawn to the importance of 
the question. A large number of 
weights, measures, scales, beams, etc., 
were c;ondemned by hin1, absolutely 
condemned and destroyed; but in 
many· other cases they were repaired 
and ~1djus1ted. In the case of molasses 
rr1eaE ures, it was found that some were 
a pint and a pint and a half Ollt on 
tl1e gallon, owing to the accuml1lation 
of sug·ar at the bottom, 1the rest1lt be
in.g of course that people purchasing 
5 gallons, only received 4. In the case 
of coal, one platform scale, 50 years 
old, was out 200 lbs. on the tub. That 
was condemned. In another place, 5 
scales were out 33 lbs. In 01ther places 
weights were found which after years 

of use had accumulated deposits on 
rthem. These weights were in favor 
of the purchasers. From 70 to 100 oil 
tanlis are in use in the city, a11d some 
of then1 were a half pint out on the 
g·allbn. In the case of pai11ts, 14 lb. 
tins are sold for a gallon, and people 
have been buying· and paying for them 
as if for a gallon, where often they are 

a quart or a pint short. 
Then as regards the size and height 

of meas11res. In one case, in a saloon 
was fou11d a pint measure that was a 
half incl1 short. I mention these 
merely rto illustrate how impo.rtant it 
is in the public interest for these 
weights and measures to be in the 
first instance, guaranteed to be cor
rect, in the second place, to have those· 
noit correct, properly adjusted, and in 
tl1e 3rd place regularly, and annually 
insp·ected,and seen that they are kept 
in proper repair. In the case of fish 
weighing machines, Mr. O'Mara's re
port shows that the nun1ber of 'veights 
inspected were 410, and of these 30 
were adjusted and 12 condemned as 
unfit for further use. 

Now the amendments that are pro
posed here \ivill I think have the effect 
of ma,king the law more perfect, and of 
bri11ging home to those engaged in 
tl1is work of insve,ction the imp1o!rt .. 
ance and high characrter of the work 
in which they are engaged. 

,..fhe first resolution is merely a 
verbal amend1nent. The word "late" 
bietween the '\lrord "His" and "Majesty 
George the Fourth," which was in th.e 
old act is now stricken out . . 

The second resolution is merely rto 
n1ake a distinction between the chief 
inspector and the other inspectors. In 
the old cl1apter there was no such dis
tinction drawn, all were alike. 

The next sec1tio11 is partly new and 
partly old. Under the old law the 
sets of weights and measures were 
kept down in the Customs Department. 
It is proposed now to have them un
der the complete control of the chief 
Inspector in his own office. 

The next section deals with the 
actions of the inspectors. They shall 
stamp 01r mark theire.on the initial1s1 of 
the reigning soverign and their own 
p:re,pc·r in·itials.. The s.ection followtl.n.g 
is to get over the cases of places 
which are not accessible to the in
spectors, from various reasoµs, The 

' 
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section provides tha1t the scales, 
¥.'eights, etc., may be :Jrought to the 
Inspectors' office and there stamped. 
Under the old act there was consider
able doubt as to whether the Inspector 
had power to condemn old measures 
and weights that were incapable of be
ing adjusted. This next section re
moves that doubt and gives the In
spector the necessary power. 

'I1he nex1t section is i)ractically the 
same as in the old act, except that the 
Inspector is given power to confiscate 
and destroy condemned weig·hts and 
measures. This addition was consid
ered necessary by the Inspector in the 
interests of the buying public. 

Section 6 pro\rides that salt may be 
~old by measure or by weight, and if 
by the former method further adds 
there shall be eighteen gallons to a 
tub, arid three tubs to a hogshead. A 
penal1ty is also provided for a breach 
of this rule. This section is to me a 
very important one. It appears that 
under the old act salt could only be 
sold by weight, but I was al\-vays under 
the impression it was universally sold 
by measure. I am informed by rthe 
Inspector that for years this law has 
not been carried out, and that many 
of the large dealers, probably without 
kno\vledge of the law, have been sell
ing by measure, and he recommends 
this change which seems to me to be 
a most reasonable and proper one. 

Section 6 which deals with the im
portation of meat a.nd ha.y is tl1e saime 
as under the old law. 

Section 7 says the standard yard 
measure shall be thirty-six incl1es. Up 
to tl1e pre::;en1t there has been no local 
standard for the yard measure, and 
tl1011g·h I have no do11bt but that only 
the standard length has been in use, 
it has been considered wise to have it 
included in rthis act. 

Section 8 provides that "All ar
rticles sold by weig·ht shall be sold by 
avoidupois weight, except that gold 
and silver, platinum and precious 

stones and articles made thereof may 
be sold by the ounce troy, or by any 
decimal part of SllCh ounce; and all 
contracts, bargai11s, sales and dealings 
in relation thereto shall be deemed to 
be inade and had by such weight, and 
when so made or had shall be valid." 

This has always been the custom 
and we are now simply giving expres
sion to the rule. 

Section 9 says,-"N othing herein 
shall l)revent a sale or subject a per
,son to a penalty l1e·reunder if1or the sale 
of an article in any vessel, such ves
sel being included in tl1e sale, when 
such vessel is not represented as con
taining· any specified quantity by 
measure, nor subject a perso·n to a · 
penality hereunder for the possession 
of a vessel when it is shown that the 
vessel is not used or to be used as a 
measure." 

This is merely to g·et ove1r cas,es 
-vhere bottle·s, etc., are bein.g used, not 
for measuring, but simply as recep
tacles for various liquids. 

The next three sections deal with 
the duties of the Inspectors and are 
self explanatory. 

Section 13 provides that no measure 
or weig·hing· machine need be inspect
ed while remaining in manufactory, 
sitore or warehouse, but they cannot 
be removed for trade use without such 
inspection. ,.rhe penalty for a breach 
of this rule shall not exceed $50. The 
section also provides that a second 
inspection shall not be required with
in twelve mon1ths. 

Sections 14, 15, 16 and 17 are all 
new. Section 14 makes it a punish
able offence for an inspector to stam1) 
weights or machines \vithout verifying 
them with ithe standard instrument. 
The next section . provides that ag
grieved persons may recover double 
damages and double costs against the 
user of light and deficient measures. 
Section 16 provides rthat only half the 
fees shall be collected for reinspection 
after adjustment or repairs. The last 

I 
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section gives the owner or user of a 
machine power to demand its inspec
tion ait any time by paying therefor 
the fees and costs incurred. 

These are tllt sugigested amendm,ents 
and I think that a perusal of them will 
show that rthey are framed entirely 
for the protection and in the interests 
of the public. The whole aim is to 
make this importanrt branch of the pub
lic service as exact and perfect as pos
sible. The penalties imposed on tl1e 
inspectors will keep them up to their 
work and prevent any carelessness on 
tHeir par1t. I feel that the addition 
of these amendments will work to the 
best interests of the public. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BON D.-I think, 
sir, that there can be no question 
whatever as regards the good inten
tion embodied in these resolutions. 
The only possible ques;tion that can 
arise in a question of this matter is as 
to the efficient safeguard \Vhich they 
may embody for the greater protec
tion of those who are vendors or pur
chasers. 

It will be apparent rto the Com
mittee that there is a very g·reat dif
ficulty i11 dealing with this n1atter of 
weigl1ts and measures, so as to se
cure rto the public perfect protection, 
because a vendor may have his scales 
or measures stamped to-day, and if 
he chooses to be dishonest, he may al
ter them to-morrow. It seems to me, 
sir, that there is a way in which a 
purchaser migl1t be protected, and 
that is by embodying in these resolu
tions a section providing that the chief 
Inspector shall furnish to the Gov
er11ment annu'a.lly a tabulated state
ment showing the various parities for 
whom he has tested weights and mea
sures, and to whom he has given a 
seal of accuracy. That will be a pro
tection, I think, for the purchaser, be
cause at the prese:}t time, a purchas
er has no knowledge rthat the vendor's 
weights or measures 11ave been in .. 
spected at all. It will be a certificate 

- - . 

from the Inspector that the vendoF 
has within the past 12 months, had his 
weighrts tested. Having done that, we 
have gone as far as it is possible to 
go. I think also that this st~tement 

furnished by the chief Inspector should 
be published in the daily papers, so 
that the public may know rthe names 
of those who have had their scales 
properly inspected and adjusted. How 
are the people in the outports to know 
that they are geitting right weights and 
measures, unless they have . some 
knowledge by publication that there 
has been a proper test. I merely of
fer this as a suggestion to the intro
ducer of 1these resolutions. It is not a 
party criticism and I merely bring it 
forward in the intere;st·S of b·oth _ve·n
dors and p·urchasers. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
Mr. Chairman, speaking for myself, I 
see no objection whatever to the pro
posal of the hon. member; in fact iit 
would be an additional safeguard; and 
when the bill is being introduced I 
shall be glad to have an amendment to 
that effect inserted. I think it would 
be well that the public should have 
such a statement. 

It was my intention, when looking 
up this matter, to have had a clause 
inserted in the resolutions in relation 
rto the examination and testing of 
electric meters and gas meters. I can 
find, however, no precedent either in 
English or Canadian legislation, and 
con·clude that it i·s ·e·ntirely a municipal 
rn.atte,r. Accor·dingly, alth.ou,g.h I had 
drafted a resolution dealing with rthat 
matter, I determined to write to Can
ada and find out exactly what they are 
ioing there. I am informed by my 
friend, Mr. Bennett, who looked into 
this matter somewhat, that he is of 
opinion that it is entirely a municipal 
matter; but whether municipal or 
s1tate I think the time has arrived 
when we should have some supervis
ion, or an appeal in relation to the 
questions arising daily ii! thi~ con-. - - - .... ~----- -·-

• 
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nection. I don't say this now with a 
view of sugg·esting that there is any 
wrongdoing·, but 1the feeling exists 
sometimes that one's bills are higher 
than they oug·ht to be. That may, of 
course, be due to not understanding 
wl1at is going on, or it inay be defec
tive ma.cl1iner y. I suppose all meters 
that are a,ttached to gas and electric 
light are self-registering, and ought, I 
sup1)ose, i11 the nat11re of things , if 
properly made and properly attached, 
r eg'ister correcitly; but be that as it 
may, the feeling is abroa,d that it 
would be better to have some ii1spec
tion. Then, of course, it would be 
necessary to have a competent in
spector- a11 engi11eer or son1.e person 
\vl10 thoroug·hly undersitands st1ch mat
ters. It ·would not be a 1natter for the 
inspector under this bill. I hope- it 
may be before this session is over, or 
at least next session- to have this 
matter dealt with. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-I desire 
to thank the leader of the Government 
for ltis acquiescenc.e in tJ1~ sugg·estion 
which I have submi1tted. And I may 
say that I entirely concur in what he 
has just said. Whether there is reas-

• 

on to suppose that wrong doing ex
ists or not, it is the duty of ithe Legis
lature to take every safeguard in the 
public interests. I think the power 
should be contained in this bill, be
cause in case the munici1)ality elected 
to take action in the. matter, they 
could not, of course, act without leg
islative power. 

HON. PRIME MIN ISTER.-I mig·ht 
point ou1t to the hon. member that if 
it is found desirable to let the lVIuni
ci1)al Council deal with tl1e matter, 
there will be a bill before us this ses
sion in relation to municipal n1atiters , 
and we might then be able to include 

not, a person n1ight use defective 
weights and measures witl1out incur
ring any penalty except tl1e provision 
in a later section. I think it would be 
expedien,t, in the interests of the pub
lic, that a person who t1ses illegal 
weights ancl measures should be liable 
to some penalty. 

HON. PRIME Mi N ISTER.-Yes, 
there is a general penalty. 

MR. ROBE RTS.- lVrr. Chairman, 
there is considerable dissatisfaction in 
reference to the measurement of salt. 
I \vould like 1to kno\v if this is a new 
Rtanrlarrl of measure, or is there any 
l~t\V n.ovv in (~xistence providing eigh
teen gallons to a tub. I tl1ink you will 
find that tl1at measures 54 g·allons to a 
hogshead, or about 10 gallons n1ore 
tl1an is g'iven at present. I don't sup
pose tl1at \vill affect the l)Urchaser 
very much because I suppose if the 
measure increases the p·r1ice will als"o 
increase, but is that t11e rig·ht stand
ard of measurement for a hog·shead of 
salit? 

HON. PRIME MINISTER.-In re
ply to the hon n1en1ber I would say 
that the la \V at present is that no salt 
can be sold in this country except by 
weight. All 1the salt sold in St. John's 
and delivered here, however, is by 
measure, and this section was included 
to meet this practice. This standard 
came fron1 the Inspector, who has 
nleasured the tubs and made very care
ful enquiries . into 1the matter. Of 
~ourse, if it is not correct now is the 
time to change it. The law to-day is 
that salt cannot be sold by the tub, 
alithoug·h that is the universal prac
tice. As I have said, all the salt that 
comes to St. Joh11's now is me.asured 
by tubs, although the law is that it 
sl1ould be sold by \V\.'..:~ght and not by 
measure. I have puit in these resolt1-

it. tions "by measure or by weight" be-
M R. KE NT.-Reg·arding section four calse I 11ave been ir1formed that in 

I -vvould ask the Prime l\1inister \vheth
er there is a general penalty clat1se in 
the original Ac1t; because if there is 

• 

.\ 

some cases salt is still weighed, and if 
people choose to go by weight that is 
tl1eir own lookout; but if, as . at pre-

• 
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sent, it is sold and delivered to nine
tenths of our i)eople by measure then 
we should have control of the mea
sures and be in a position to see that 
people get their rights. As far as I 
have been able to ascertain, the mea
sure obtaining· to-day is eighteen gal
lons to the tub and three tubs to the 
hog·shead. 

MR. ROBE RTS.-I think that is cor
rect as far as the -practice is concern
ed. 'l,here is considerable dissatisfac
tion in connection with the n1easure
ment because it does not come up to 
the weight by any means, and it is 
merely a qt1estion as to whether it 
would not be advisable to put down 
tl1e correct mea.sure, namely 54 gal
lons to the 11ogshead instea.d of 44. 

MR. DOWN EY.-Before_ this clause 
goes throug·h I would like to say that 
some years back, when in the fish 
business myself, I realized that a con
siderable diversity of opinion existed 
on this point a.n-d I m.ade a nu111ber of 
tests to satisfy myself with regard to 
tl1e matte:r. Tl1e result of tl1e1se tests 
was that I found that 91h lbs., of 
clean, normally dry salt made a gal
lon, 52 ,gallons a hog·sl1ea,d, a hogshead 
containing 494 lbs. I found that if 
there was any error at all it was an 
error in favor of the purchaser, be 
cause a gallon really contained only a 
fraction over 9 lbs.- less than a quart
er- and that wot1ld mean 2 gallons to 
tl1e hog·sl1ead in f,a vor of the purc·haser. 
I don't know that this data will throw 
any light on the matter, but merely 
off er it to the co1nmittee. 

MR. BENNETT.-Mr. Chairman, be
fore resolu1tion 17 passes I would like 
to call the attention of the Committee 
to what might be construed into a 
hardship upon the dealers. The re
solt1tion very l)roperly safeguards rthe 
dealers to a certain extent, but, sir, I 
submit that there is still a very grave 
danger of their interests being largely 
l)enalized. Now, I quite agree with 

• 

the contention made by the Rt, Hon. 

the Leader of the Opposition as l'e
gards the impracticability of having· a 
thorough and correct inspection of 
weig·hts ·and measures right through
out the year. I presume it is the in
tention of the inspector in chief and _ 
his assistants that they will make an 
annual inspection of all weig·hts and 
measures in ithe co1nmunities over 
whicl1 they 11ave the ' right of inspec
tion; but I think, sir, it would be very 
advisable in the interests of the com
munity that thait inspection should not 
ta,ke the shape of an annual one, but 
rather that it should be periodical or 
spasmodic. I think, with the Rt. Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition, that a man 
rnight have his weights and measures 
ins1)ected to-day and to-morrow could 
have tl1em altered, if he w~re dishon
est enougl1; and witl1out a man bein.g· 
dishonest, it might so1netimes nappen 
that his weights and measures might 
become incorrect a short time after in
spection. I therefore think that in the 
interests of the community spasmodic 
inspecition sho11ld take place. In re
ference to the resolution now before 
the chair I -vvould point ot1t that while 
it provides that the manufacturers of 
weights and measures or dealers in 
weigh ts and measures are not required 
to have all the weights and measures 
that they have on their premises or in 
their factories inspected, still at the 
same time i1t must naturally occur to 

the Committee that at certain seasons 
of the year a very large den1and is 
made, especially in St. John's, for ar
ticles of this kind and it is not always 
that the inspectors would be quickly 
available for the purpose of inspecting 
and stamping· articles sold. I would 
point this out to the Leader of the 
Government as I am sure he did not 
intend to put unnecessary hardship 
upon dealers. Take for instance the 
case of Mr. Clouston, Mr. Gear or Mr. 
l{:nowling, or any of the other gentle
men -vvho are engaged in selling ar, 
ticles of this kind, it would be a great 

• 
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hardship on them, especially in the 
fall and spring when people are here 
from the ouit.ports and might require 
large quantities of weights and mea
sures, and it would be utterly impos
sible for the inspector to wait on all 
these men at one and the same time. 
I rthink that this resolution should 
have further consideration. f 

HON. PRIME MINISTER.-Mr. 
Chairman, I quite appreciate the dif
ficulty suggested by my friend, Mr. 
Bennett, in fact I have given that mat
ter a good deal of consideration be
cause I saw rthe difficulty from the 
start, but the object was, of course, 
to take this matter at its source, as 
was suggested here yesterday after
noon in relation to another matter. I 
have discussed at considerable length 
this question with the Chief Inspect~ 
or, a:n.d he tells me that no difficulty 
will arise in that "'\Vay, and that he will 
keep in it.ouch with the two or three 
persons here · in St. John's who vend 
these measures. As a matter of fact 
there are no scales and no weigh ts 
made in the colony at all, and it iB 
only the tin measures and large ar
ticles such as platform scales, tubs, 
a.n.d it.hat sort of thing that have to be 

' 

considered. This resolution would 
really only affect tl1e persons referred 
to by my friend Mr. Bennett, and by 
an arrangement with these dealers 
t11ey could always have a certain 
quantity examined and stamped and 
all ready for sale, and it would be a 
matter between themselves as to how 
that could be arranged. 

Now the.re can be no objection to 
putting in a ·c·lause as ireg,ards 
spas,m1odic in.spection. I think,however, 
that point is cove·red in the re:solu
tions on ·page 2, where it says "It 
shall be lawful for the Chief Inspector, 
or the Inspecto1rs in the day time 
once in three months, or ofte·ner ifi it 
shail be nec·ess.ary." That meets the 
difficulty. The othe·r d"fficulty will I 
think be met by instruction to the 

· chief inspector to so .arrange his in
spection so as not to inc·onvenience 
the manufacturer or the storekeeper, 
or the public who may be purcha.sing 
from him. That ts lruw in oth·e1r plac:es 
as it is here, but I think that if the 
Inspector gives the ·matter 11is consid
eration it will work out without any 
firiction. This measure not alone 
touches the seller, but also the mak
er. It brings the inspector directly 
in touch with the manufactureir of tl1e 
article. 

MR. KENT.-Mr. Chairman, now 
that I come to consider the s .ection, I 
do not tl1ink tl1a t either of the mre1mr 
bers look at the Section from tl1e 
right point of view. I do not think that 
under tl1e section the objection raise·d 
by my hon. friend, Mr. Benn.ett can 
aris.e. I take it that the object of the 
section is that a manufacturer or deal
e:r may ha-v'e in his store or factory 
weigh ts .and measues not inspected, 
but he may not use· any of the·m, or 
sell them befor1e inspeiction, but if he 
has a Q.uantity of them inspected and 
prope·rly stampe·d, then the difficulty 
as to sale will not arise. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-Mr. 

Chairman, without wishing to inter
rupt the ho11. member, I may say that 
that is not the point. Mr. Bennet's 
point is that a ·difficulty might airis.e 
by not having them inspected, and no 
man is going to the expense of having 
a large quantity inspected before he 
has any chance of selling them. 

MR. KENT.-M\r. Chairman, it ap
pears to me to be merely a choi1c.e1 of 
two p.ositions, between the manufac~ 
ture·r 11a ving inspection of a certain 
numbe1r · of the weights and measu1res 
before s.ale· and sale without ins.p1ec·
tion. This section meets the posi
tion better than a proviso that there 
could be a sale without inspection 
wl1en the Inspector is not availq.ble. 

MR. BENNETT.~M1r. Chairman, my 

\ 
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contention was that in tl1e fall ofi the 
year when there is a great de1mJand 
for tl1ese .implements it might be a 
g·reat inconvenience to a de.ale1r, who 
11as a number of the,se weights and 
measureis uni11spected, and I say he 
migJ1t not be able to .get the service 
of an inspector for two or three days. 
But as the Rt. Hon. the Premier say,s, 
perhaps prope1r instruction.s to the 
Inspector that 11e should be complete
ly at tl1e service ofi the· dealer during 
tl1e busy seasons would overco~e the 
difficulty. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-Mr. Chair· 
man it has just occurred to me to ask 
one question and it is this-I am, not 
a ware as to what this act fixes as a 
standard. Tal{e tl1e purcl1aser of a ton 
of hay. What does he purchase, two · 
thousand pounds or 2240? That point 
ought to be made clear. A n'ltl1er point, 
a man purchases a bushel of oats. 
~7'l1at is he entitled to receive-38 
pounds? The·re are two weights in 
tl1is city-o,ne store will give you 38 
pounds to the bushel while another 
only g·ives 34. Thi.s should be put 
beyond p.eradventure. It makes the 
mairket doubtful. A man or·ders two . 

11undred bushels of\ oats. He fi11ds on 
arrival that he is only getting 34 
pounds to the bus.hel. Another orders 
twenty o;r thirty tons of hay, and he 
finds that he has paid for 2000 pounds 
to tl1e ton. It oug·ht to be clear as 
to what i,s tl1e standard weight in the 
country. I might further potnt out 
tl1at while the Imperial Act is ref erred 
to in the Act it ls no sa5eguard to tl1 e 
publi1~. There ·is not one man in a 
thous.and 'vho knows the contontia of 
the In11pe1rial Act. It should be in
co·rp·orated witl1 this Bill and pt1t the 
question of standard beyond discus-

• s1on. 

RT. HON. THE PREMT@:R.-M1r. 

Cl1airman, I q.uite appreciate the point 

raised by my learned friend, that 
there should be no que·stion as ~e

g~r·~a :1...,... ::~ndard of weigl1ts and mea
sures. But I should like to point out 
tl1at the present resolutions do not 
profess to be anything more than a 
m.ere additional inspection ror the 
carrying out of tl1e standard as the 
law at present stands. This point 
rais-ed by my learned friend is a 

m1uch larg·er question, and I think it 
w·ould be wiser and safer to take a 

little time to consider before we at
tempt any legislation to deal with 
that. But I may ,say that taking the 
point as ,raised, a ton of hay here 
means 2240 pound.s. That is the local 
standard. There are other and various 
standards. In ·Geirn1any or in tl1e 
United States a ton O·f· hay mig·ht m1ean 
eith.e1r 2240 or 2000. But we have e.sr

tablished he.re in this country the 
standards of tl1e Imp·e1·ial Act, and it 
has been the law before this Parlia
m.e,nt existe,d. "All we.ig·hts a.nd mea-

sures us·ed in this Colony shall be 
according to the Standa.rd e:stablisl1ed 
by the Act passed in the Pairliament 
of Gre·at Britain and Irela,nd in tl1.e 5tl1 
yea.r of the reign of His Majesty 
Georg·e the Forth, entitled "An Act 
for Asce1rtaining and Establi.shipg· the 
Unif.01rmity of Weights an·d Measures, 
and any Acts in aimendm·ent tl1ereof." 

That is tl1e Stand.rur1d that prevails 
and has prevailed here for many years 
and was incorporated i1n our f 1irst 
Statutes on this question. In other 
words in a dispute in Court the Im .. 
perial Act would be1 held to be tl1e 
law bec;ause inco-rporate1d in these re\S-

olutions and it is the law to-day. As 
re,g.ards the confu.sion that exists, 
that is a very larg·e question. If it is 
correct, and I have no dol1bt that it is 

so·, it is a matte1r that would require 
a great ·deal of consideration before 
tl1e introduction of any leg·i.slation. 
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B.ut the law as it stands to-day· make1s 
the Imperial standard outr" standard, 
and this Act referred to in the re.sol u
tions has I t1nde:r;stand had no· al tera
tion or amen.dmen t of .any importance 
since its passing. The:re· is. nothing la· 
te·r than the old Act. 

RT. HON. SIR R. 
Chairman, I am afraid 
made myself quite clear. 

BOND.-Mr. 
I have not 

I do not 
conten.d for any alteration in the old 

' 
standard. I do not contend that there 
is need fo1r any ·departure from the pre
sent law. My only contention is that 
\Vhereas ithere is at present a dif
ference in the sale of a ton of 2,000 
lbs. and 2,240 and a difference in the 
bus1he1l of 38 and 3..4 lbs, it should 
be placed beyond peradvenfure, by 
reciting in the Bill or Resolutions 
wh1at the stan·d.ard is at pre.sent. I do 
noit ask for any alteration. Is the 
standard 2,240 lbs and 38 lbs.? If so 
recite it in the resolutions. It means , 

a larger amount to the purchaser and 
less chance of disputes on sales. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
Mr. Chairman, I would like to say that 
the Act sitates that a ton is 2,240 lbs. 
If I order a ton of hay or coal or any
thing else and I only get 2,000 lbs. I 
can sue for the extra 240 lbs. The 
Act already provides that oats shall 
weigh 38 lbs. to the bushel. Various 
grains in the act are sitated as being 
so much to the bushel and the weight 

varies because these grains are of dif
ferent specific gravity. The difficulty 
raised by the Rt. Hon. gentleman 
a·rises through the, differenc.e in the 
Prince Edward Island bushel. In P. 
E. I. tl1e bushel is only 34 lbs. Some
times oats is imported from there in 
:sac·k,s of three bu·shels. The people do 
not know of the difference in the 
bushel. But there is no doubt as to 

rthe law. If I go to T. & M. Winter or 
Shea & Co. a11d order ten bushels of 
oats I am entitled to 380 lbs. and they 
cannot legally sell me 340. B11t the 

question could hardly be dealt with in 
these resolutions which only touch ithe 
practical question of the regulation of 
inspection of weights and measures. 

Mr. Speal{er resumed the chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and recom
mended that a Bill be introducd in 
accordance tl1erewith. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and the Bill entitled "An · 
Act to amend Chapter 102 of the Co11-

• 
solidated Statl1tes entitled "Of Weights 
and Measures and the Inspection of 
Lumber," was read a first rtin1e, and 
ordered to be 1read a second time on to
rnorrow. 

BOILER INSPECTION B1ILL. 
Pt1rsuant to Order, and on motion of 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to amend 'The Boiler 
I11specrtion Act, 1899' ," was read a 
third time a11d passed; and it was or
dered that it be e11grossed, being en
titled as above, a11d that it be sent to 
the Legislative Council wi1th a mes~ 

sage requesting the concurrence of • 
tl1at body in its provisions. 

TlTBERCUL,OSIS B,ILL .. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled, "An Act respecting the 
TrAatment and Prevention of Tuber
culosis," \Vas read a third time and 
passecl; and it was ordered that it be 
engrossed,bei11g· entitled as above,and 
that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a message requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro
visions. 

Hon. Minister Finance and Cu st '1n1s 
tabled the Auditor G-eneral's report 
for the year 1911. 

It was moved a11d seconded that 
when the House rises it adjot1rn lr11t: l 
Thursday, March 7th, at three of tl1e 
clock i11 the afternoon. 

1·i1e House tl1en adjournecl acc<)rcl
ing1y. 
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THURSDAY, March 7th. · 
The I-louse met at 3 ofi the clock in 

tl1e afternoon, pt1rsuant to ;J,djourn
n1ent. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
I beg to table the report of Sir James 
M. Moody, the special commissioner 
appointed to enquire into and report 
011 the condition of the Lunatic Asy-
1 um; also the report o,f the Comm'i s
sion of Internal Economy. 

PETI':rIONS. 
HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 

AND MINES.-Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
present a petition from the inhabita11ts 
of Jamestown, Southern Bay, ancl 
Seal Cove, on the subject of a general 
election in November 1912. 

MR .MOUL TON.-I beg to present 
a petition from the inhabitants of Dog 
Cove, Coppit, Deer Island and vicinity. 
Petitioners protest against the use of 
codneits in the deep waters of the Bay. 
I would strongly urge upon the Gov
ern1nent to have this matter stopped, 
as it is very detrimental to the inter
ests of rthe fishermen of that locality. 
I 11ave very much pleas11re i11 giving 
it my hearty supp()rt. 

QUESTIONS. 
RT. HON. SIR R. BOND gave notice 

of question. 
MR. KENT gave notice of question. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.

In reply to a former question of Sir R. 
Bond's in relation to the Placenitia 
and Whitbo11rne mails, I beg to supply 
tl1e following additional information: 
Mails for Placentia and Whitbourne 
were despatched and delivered on 
Febru::-.,ry 9th and 10th. The 11th be
ing Sunday, no mail was made up or 
despatched. The 12th and 13th mails 
were made up for despatch, but the 
12th and morning train of the 13th 
were cancelled. These mails were de
spatched by evening 1train of the 13tl1. 
On the 14th, mails were despatched 
in cl1arge of Mail Clerlr Gra11t and the 

' 
-train arrived at t11e Jl1nction, wl1ere it 

has since been 11eld. On the ! f5 tl1 anll 

16th the mails \"'.rere despatched i:!'.l 
charge of Carbonear Mail Clerl{ I'!ra'l-
0ury, who transferred them rc1 m~t~l 

cl0rk (}ra!lt at the Junction. 
MR. KENT asked the Hon. -- ·1" Col-

.. " ,I ' 

onial Secretary to lay on the table o[ 
the House a detailed staterr18n·~ of all 
amounts pi:: :.·1 for the advert:_-3\n:?: i.._1 

English. <:c:1nauian or Foreign rJr Col
onial papers; give names of pape1r,s 
amour1t P~ ' t <i ate of pay111ent and <.)b

ject of adv0rt ~ sement in eac 11 ca se 
from June 30th, 1909, to date. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRt:.-rARV
When the pr ~ ;ent Government 'tssun1-
ed office iit fo'l1nd that t~1e 'Standard Clf 

Empire,' of London, a week1.Y l)ctr)er, 
was in l ..Jceipt of $3,500 per an11urrt f1)f 

one advertisement. It was th·~ weel(l)r 
edition of the London Stand q,rrl. ~-t11 1:t 
designed entirely for circulatio!l i11 tl1e 
Colonies. When the present Prer11·:er 
went to London in 1909, he realized 
rthat the Colony was not receiving 
value for this large sum, and ctccc;rd
ingly he made an arrangement "\Vi1ere
by he reduced the amount :paLd t11e 
Standard of Empire to $1,500, 1J1c1 a.r
ranged with the Financial Ne\v·s, a 
leading financial journal,and th,e week
ly illustrated paper known as 'Can
ada,' published in London, for the in
sertion of advertisemen1ts as well. 
'Canada' receives $1,250, and the 'Fin
ancial N evvs' receives $1,250; so tl1at 
for $4,000 the Colony has not alone 
the benefit of the advertisements in 
these three papers, but also of ar
ticles descriptive of the Colony's pro
gress and resources, which are pub
lished by the Standard of Empire, 
The Financial News, and Canada. The 
detailed statement asked for by the 
honourable member is tabled here
with. 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. the Min
ister of Finance to lay on the table of 
the House a s1tatement in detail of all 
amounts paid llnder the head of Civil 
and Criminal Prosecutions with names 
of parties, dates of payment, amount 
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paid and purpose of each payment 
from March 1st, 1911, to date. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-! beg to table informa
tion asked for. 

MR. KENT asked the Minister of 
Public Works to lay on the table of 
the House a statement showing the 
amount allocated and the amount ex
pended to date in each electoral Dis
trict out of (1) the special road grant; 
(2) the surplus trust voted at the last 
session of the Legislature. 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.-I 
beg 1to table information asked for. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Minister of 
Public Works whether it is the inte11-
tion of the Government to lJUt a Motor 
Ferry to ply between Woody Point and 
Norris Point, Bonne Bay, in substitu
tion for the row-boat now in use there 
and in compliance \Vith the request of 
the residents, and contained in thSt 
petition presented to itl1is House. 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.-In 
reply I beg to say that the matter is 
under the consideration of the Gov
ernment. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Minisrter of 
Public Works to lay on the table of 
the House a statement showing (1) 

the total amount credited out of the 
special granit to District of St. Barbe; 
(2) Statement of each allocation 

-

made therefrom, giving· elate and am-. 
ount of each, also to whom. allocated 
a11d for what p11rpose. 

M!NISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.-I 
I beg to table statement asked for. 

MR. CLAPP asked rthe Minister of . 
Public Works whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to undertake 
the construction of the Bridge over 
Baker's Brook, District of St. Barbe, 
according to a plan laid down by the 
Government Engineer and if the l\'1in
ister is not already a ware that there 
is lying on the bank of the river a 
large quantity of maiterial for its con-
struction, together with a number of 
poles already paid for and· waiting 

delivery in connection with the con
struction of said bridge. 

MINISTER PUBLIC wo·RKS.~In 

reply I beg to say the martter is un
der the consideration of the Govern
ment. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Minister of 
Public Works whether it is the inten
tion of the Government to m.ak,e pro·
vision for a ferry for St. Margaret's 
Bay, District of St. Barbe, as asked for 
by a petition presented to this House 
a11d signed by Rev. J. T. Richards, 

- Cht1rch of England 1VIissionary, and a 
number of others. 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.--I,n 
reply I · beg to say rtl1at nothing has 
yet been done in this matter. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Minister of 
Customs if, and to what amount · pay
ments have been made to tide-vvaiters 
ouitside of salaries in His Majesty's 
Customs. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-In reply to tl1e hon. 
member I may say that no amounts 
have been paid. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. the Col
onial Secretary how many copies of 
the book prepared by P. T. 1VlcGratl1, 
on Ne\vfou111land in 1911, have been 
purchased by the Government, and 
what distribution has been made of 
them and a statement of the amount 
paid to Mr. McGrath for same . 

HO·N. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
I am not aV\rare of any book having 
been prepared by Hon. P. ,..r. McGrath, 
on Newfoundland in 1911. I am 
aware, however, of a work having bee11 
written by Mr. McGrath, entitled 
"Newfoundland in 1911," and judging 
by the comments of the press of both 
continen1ts, it g·ives promise to be re
garded as one of the standard works 
on Ne,vfoundland. No copies of the 
book have been purchased by the 
Government, consequently there could 
have been no distribution, and it fol
lo-vvs that nothing could have been 
paid Mr. McGrath for rthe same. No 
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application was made by Mr. Mc
Grath or any one on his behalf to the 
Government for the purchase of any 
copies. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Colon
ial Secretary to lay on the table of the 
House the report of Sir James M. 
Moody on the Lunartic Asylum. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In reply to the hon. member I beg to 
say that this report has already been 
tabled, and may be seen by reference 
to the clerk of the House. 

MR. ROBERTS asked the Minister 
of Public Works to srtate why the 
Ma.in L'ine and Local Road Moneys fo·r 
Twillingate were not sent out in the 
early part of the season as formerly, 
but held bac·k until late in the month 
of November last, when the season 
was 1too far advanced for road \Vork. 

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 
-I beg to E!lY that owing to the pres
sure of business in our office there was 
some delay in sending out the alloca~ 
tions. · Instructions have been given 
to have all sent out this year as soon 
as pos,sible. 

MR. GEAR asked the Minisrter of 
Public Works to lay on the table of 
this House statement of all special 
money spent on Main Line of Road, 
Burin District, when spent, what work 
was finished (how many miles), show
ing cost of bridges at Corb~n. Lawn 
and from Grand Bank rto Frenchman's 
Cove. 

MINISTER PUBL' ; WORKS.-
In reply I beg to sa:: that that state
ment is being prepared. 

SUPPLY. 
Pursuanrt to order and on motion of 

the Hon. Minister of Finance and 
Customs the House resolved itself in
to Committee of the Whole on Sup
ply. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 
Mr. Parsons took the chair of Com

mittee. 
·HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 

CUSTOMS.-Mr. Chairman, in moving 
the House into Committee of the 
Whole a fe\v days ago, I think I made 
all the necessary explanation of the 
many changes in the estimates for the 
coining year. If rthere is any further 
information asked for by the gentle
men on the other side of the House I 
will be only too glad to furnish it. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-In the 
statement made by ithe Minister of 
Finance on Tuesday last, when tabling 
the Estimates, we were told that the 
grand tortal of the Estimates is Three 
million four hundred and ninety-three 
thousand, nine hundred and thirty
nine dollars and five cents, as com
pared with $3,327,442.20 for the pre
vious year, which means that the Es
tin1artes for the next fiscal year 1912-13 
is One hundred and sixty-six thousand, 
four hundred and ninety-six dollars 
and eig·hty-five cents in excess of the 
fo1r1mer estim.ated expenditure. The 
total Estimaite was designated by the 
Minister as a grand one. I do not see 
anything grand about it. The word 
grand means magnificent, illustrious, 
eminent. The Minister, I presume, 
does not mean for us rto co11sider his 
figt1res in that sense, but probably 
applied the word grand as signifying 
enormous, and, if that was his mean
ing, he was not astray in the applica
tion of the word, for the Estimate of 
three and a half million dollars is an 
enormous sum to defray the cost of 
the Civil Government and meet the 
l)Ublic expenditure in this small and 
sparsely populated Colony. lit is an 
enormous sum of money to wring from 
a people who the Government admit 

. are "overbu1rdened by taxation," and 
who "suffer keenly from the increased 
cost of living" here. Sir, enormous as 
it is, we cannot hope that rthe figures 
will cover the expenditure of the cur
rent year, or, the year for which the 
Estimate is made. We cannot enter
tain rthis hope, because we have the 
fact confronting us that each year 
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since the present Government assum
ed office their expenditure has largely 
exceeded their Estimate. The Cur
rent Expenditure on Account of the 
Public Service for the year encling 
.June 30th, 1911, amounted to Three 
million three hundred and fifty-four 
thousand, seven hundred and forty
six dollars and fifty-two cents, being 
rrwo hundred and sixteen thousand 
nine hundred and sevenity-one dollars 
and fifty-eight cents in excess of that 
for the year 1909-10. We shall not 
know, until this House meets again 
what the expenditure for the fiscal 
year 1911-12 amounts rto, but, ·from the 
experience of the past we are fully 
justified in assuming that it will be 
largely in excess of the Estimate. The 
policy of the l)resent Governn1ent is 
i1ot to curitail expenditure, but to 
scatter in selected channels every cent 
they can appropriate. I observe by 
the Auditor General's Report now be
fore the House, that "\Vith a view to 
making accounts appear better than 
they really are a method has recently 
been introdt1ced of holding over ac-
. counts chargeable to the curren1t year 
and paying them in the following· year. 
This, sir, is most reprehensible, and 
the Auditor General in his report very 
properly censures it as "a 
breach of the Audit Act." 

distinct 
If such a 

condition of things were to be permit
ted to continue, then, we should never 
know how to deal vvith the Estimates 
submitted to this House. While the 
Estimrutes for the year 1912-13 is 011e 
hundred and sixty-six thousand, four 
hundred and ninety-six dollars and 
eig·hty-five cents in exce.ss of the Es.
timates of the current year, we cannot 
ho1)e that it will not be exceeded, be-· 
cause, each and every year reveals 
tthe fact that the votes taken in Sup
ply are inadequate to meet an ever ex
panding and altogether too expensive 
public service. The Auditor General 
in 11is report before the House says 
"when we have to do with overdrafts 

ranging flrom fifteen to one 
hundred per cent. and over on the 
original votes, it is clearly evident 
that if the expenditure is reasonably 
economical, then, the votes must be in
adequate, and this is really what is 
the trouble." Tl1e Govern1nent in the 
Estimates before us have not remedied 
this trouble, for the $166,496.00 in
crease on the Estimates of 1911-12 
does not tot1ch the major portion of 
the accoun:ts where the great lealcage 
occurs. The Estimates then, if the 
Auditor Ge11eral is correct, and I am 
sure he is, are i1ot properly and accur
ately compiled, they are short Esti
mates forboding another large batcl1 
of overdrawn accounts in 1913. Again, 

sir, the Auditor General's Report 
sl1ows that forty-one public accounts 
"\vere largely overdrawn last year. "I'he 
Government's increase in the Esti
mates before us only affects nine 
11eads of ex1)enditure, 1thus leavir1g 
-vvithout redress the evil of which the 
Auditor General has very pro1)erly 
complained, and entailing upon your 
successors in office, in 1913, the dt1ty 
of meeting by bill of indemnity an
other larg·e overdraft. Speaking· of 
the year 1913 I am reminded rthat the 
Government 11a.ve not made p.rovision 
in these Estimates for the cost of re-

vising the list of voters. I submit tl1at 
provision should be n1ade therein. 
Before another General Election takes 
place, under the law, that work has to 
be done. The law provides that tl1e 
list of voters sl1all be revised every 

four years. Suppose you do not go 
to the country next autumn, it.his Par
liament will expire in May 1913. If 
you do not have the list of voters re
vised this year, the work cannot be 
done within the stated period, or be
fore this Parliament expires, and you 
have no justification for believin,g tl1at 

His Excellency tl1e Governor will al
low this country to be "\Vithout a Par
liament for six months, and the Gov-
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ernmen t to be conducted for that 
period by entirely irres1Jonsible i)er
sons. I use the words irresponsible in 
the sense that the Executive 1nembers 
will not be responsible to rthe people 
after the period of Parliament ex
pires in June 1913. Tl1at is precisely 
what -vvould occur if an election were 
not held prior to the 1st of June, 1913. 
It will be obvious then to 1this House 
tl1at provision sl1ould be made in these 
Estimates fer taking· the list of voters 
this present year. In his staten1ent to 
this House on Tuesday last the Min
ister of Finance said, and his \.Vords 
are published in the Daily News of 
the 5th inst., that "it will be seen that 
tl1e provision for the census, tvventy 
thousand dollars, last year has been 
reduced to Ten thousand dollars.' That 
is absolutely incorrect. Does the 
lVlinister mean this House to under
sta11d that the taking· of the census has 
only cost ten tb_ousand dollars? 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-We voted $20,000 last 
year, $10,000 this. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Is the 
$20,000 voted last year sufficient to 
cover? 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS~-No. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BON D.-Is it not a 
fact ithat he no\v requires to supple
n1ent the vote of twenty tl1ousand dol-

vexatious. \Texa,tious because they re
late to increase of salaries mai11ly, and 
those i11creases have been made with-
011t reg·ard to the claims of other Civil 
servants. When it must be admitted 
tl1at all the other Depar1tn1ents of 
the Government are _overmanned and 
underpaid, it is manifestl)r unjust that 
some few officials should be singled 
out for increases of salary wl1ile pos
sibly more deserving men have to be 
content with a starvation wag·e. I 
sl1all reserve ft1rther comment on 
these increases of expenditure until 
the votes arise in Co1nm:lttee. 

There is an omission fron1 these Es
timates to which I desire to dra vv tl1e 
attention of the Prime l\!finister. Last 
year I presented a petition to this 
House from the inhabitants of Grand 
Falls in respect to the necessity for a 
Public Building at that place to acco
modate n1ails, telegraph and Customs 
business. At that time I endeavoured 
to impress upon the Government the 
necessity for that work being under
taken without further delay, and I re
ceived the assurance of the Prime 
lVIinister that it would be immediately 
taken in hand. He accounted for the 
delay by intimating that there was 
some difficulty in ob1taining a suitable 
site for the building. 

RT. j HON. PRIME MINISTER,-
rrhe difficulty really was in g·etting a 

lars by an additional ten thousand tender. 
dollars? That the cost has been or will 
be thirty thousand dollars instead of 
twenty thousand dollars which he es
timated last year, and which was then 
voted? T·he Minister now admits that 
my contenition was right. Then it fol
lows, that his statement to this House 
on Tuesday last was misleading and 
incorrect. Apart from the increased 
-v-otes for Education, Lighthouse Ser
vice, and Public Charities the Esti
mates are practically tl1e same as last 
Jrear, a11d do not require special analy
sis at this time. The other increases 
are comparatively speaking petty and 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-The 
Prime l\/Iinister says that I am in er
ror, that it was not a difficulty with 
regard to the site, but in respect to ob
taining tenders. \Nell, I have in n1y 
hand a letter received from a reliable 
gentleman resident of Grand Falls, and 
he says as follows: "I notice in t11e 
published reports of the House of As
sen1bly, the premier stated that the de
lay was caused by the Government not 
being able to come to terms with the 
Company regarcling a site. This is ab
solutely untrue. Last summer the 
Company sent the GoverQment a plan 

,. 

I 
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of 1the town and they were free to take 
any site they choose. The l\'Iinister of 
F.,inance when here last summer (that 
was 1910) perso11ally selected a site 
on Carmelite Road, directly across the 
way from the Staff House." I-Iow
ever, whatever may have bee11 the 
cause or delay i1t should be ren1oved. 
It is evident from what my corres
pondent says that there is no difficulty 
in respect to a suitable site for the 
building, and, if the Government can
not obtain a suitable te11der for the 
erection of the building, then they 
should place the work in the hands of 
the superintendent of Public vVorks 
and he should engage men to perforn1 
it. Grand Falls has become a most im
portant contributing centre to the re
venue of the Colony, and therefore re
quires, and should have without any 
further delay, a suitable place in 
which busir1ess of the greatest import
ance to the country may be transacted. 
There were two remarks made by the 
lVIinister of Finance which I cannot 
permit to pass without notice; first , 
his statement rthat certain increases in 
the conduct of public departmer1ts was 
dt1e to increased cost of clothing ma
terials and, secondly, as to the in
creased cost of food stuffs. Sir, rthis 
confirms the truth of what I have 
been reiterating during the past few 

days. 'l"'l1e time has cei;tainly arrived 
when this House should co11sider, first, 
the ma·tter of the enormous protection 
at present given to local industries. In 
order to bolster up a few local indus
tries in this town, wl1ich give labor to 
a comparatively few people, the fish
ermen and labouring classes have to 
pay exceedingly high prices for their 
articles of clothing, and the Govern
ment also in connection with public 
institutions has to i)ay an equally high 
price. Some of these establish1nents 
we are told from time to time in t11e 
newspapers, are paying rtheir share
holders fifteen and even much higher 
percentage of dividends upon the cap .. 

.l 

ital invested. This indicates a con
dition of business success that does 
away with the necessity for continued 
fostering by high protective duties, en
tailing not alone absence of competi
tion and the keeping up of high prices 
to purchasers, but taking money from 
the pockets of the many ·to enrich and 
swell the dividends of a few local cap
italists. Now it is entirely proper in 
the initial stage of such industries that 
legitimate protection and encourage
ment should be given by the Govern-

• 

inent; but, when they have become 
successfully establishd, protection in 
a scale that prohibits competition 
should cease. It is not the duty of the 
Government to foster hotbed indus
tries, ithat is to say industries that 
can only survive by special aid from 
the Treasury, and the sacrifice of the 
material comfort and pecuniary inter
ests of the great mass of poor people 
in this country. With regard to food 
stuffs, the same argument applies in 
part, but the facts in this connection 
also empl1asize the necessity for a 
com11lete revision of the tariff, so that 
the prime necessaries of life may 
come inrto this country free of duty. I 
need not labor this argument, for the 
correctness of the position has been 
admitted by the Government, and iit 
only remains for the Government to 
act upon the acknowledgment. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOMS.-In reply, Mr. Chairman, 
to the Rt. hon. the Leader of the 
Opposition, I may say that I do not 
think there is a better guarantee to 
the c·ountry and to this Committee 
that the Estimates brought down by 
the Government ar·e judicious and 
for the best inte1rests of the Colony 
than is supplie.d by the very brief and 
superficial criticism of the Rt. hon. 
gentleman. In his attempt to c·r.iti
cise these Estimates. he has confes
sed that they practically defy criti
cism, .for whereas in the past he h~& · 
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gone into the subject exhaustively, 
made detailed and involved analysis 
of the Estimates and tried to show 
by facts and figures that there was 
mismanagement and extra vag·a.nce, -he 
contents himself to-day with merely 
indulging in generalities without of
fering any arguments to support his 
contentions. 

We have made several changes in 
tl1e salaries he sa.ys, and 11e asks why 
did we do so, b11t first he goes on to 
assert that the policy of the Govern
ment is not to reduce expenditure. 
He did not succeed in prov'ing that. 
The policy of the ·Government is to be 
economical in its expenditures, but 
the Gove1rnment's policy also is to 
continue making improvement in all 
departments of the public .service so 
far as it is possible to do so judicious
ly. and in order to effect such im
provements it is, absolutely necessary 
to spend money. How. I ask, can we 
go on providing all sorts of public 
utilities without increasing our out
lay? Look, for instanc·e, at the num
ber of lighthouses built during the 
last three years. How could we· pro
vide these most essential safeguar·ds 
to navigation without increasing our 
expenditure:? We aire providing rail
roads, and how can we provide rail
roads without increasing expenditure? 
but I maintain that in this and oth
er respects the expenditures· are judj
cious and quite within the po1ssibilities 
of the country. Let us now take the 
Rt. hon. g·entleman's own case. When 
he came into power in 1901 the total 
Estimates for that year were $1,920,-
000. and when he went out in 1909 tl1e 
Estimates amounted to $2,941,000. an 
inc:r·ea.se of over $1,000,000 in 8 ye~rs. 
He has not told us to-day why he 
made these increases, and I challenge 

• 

him to do so. I do not mean to say 
tl1at it was not absolutely necessary 
for him to make ceirtain increases,but 

at tl1e same time I am prepared to 
p·rove to this country that despite 
tl1is increase of his the present Gov
ernment has ·done1 more for' the short 
time it has been in power than any 
other Government in tl1e history of 
the Colony-it has done more fo·r the 
fisherman. more for the farmer ,more 
for the miner, more for the tax-payer 
generally. The Rt. hon. gentleman 
says that the public debt has in
creased $4,000,000. My reply to that, 

' 

sir, is tl1at if the public· debt ha.s in-
creased by that amount we at least 
have something to show for it. but un
·der the previous Administration the 
public debt increased $5,000.000, and 
the Rt. hon. g·entleman admitted in 
this House the other night that they 
ha·d nothing . to show for it. 

RT. HON SIR R. BOND-Nonsense; 
I did nothing of the sc)irt. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOMS.-He said, sfu-, that lie J-ad 
to c·arry on a f.ight with the Reids 
while he held power and that to earry 
on tl1at fight he had to pay $5,00),00'). 

RT. HON SIR R. BOND-I never 
said .anything of the sort; I was not 
here ·during the debate. I was do\vn 
stairs. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOMS.-He said that, sir. in re
ply to Mr. Bennett and it is on the re
cord. The Rt. hon. gentleman also 
c·riticised our ·vote fo.r the census. For 
last year·'s Estim.ates we asl{ed foi-
$20,000 for this purpose, and I th3n 
stated tl1at this sum would not suffice 
to c·omplete th,e work, but that it 
would be sufficient to carry it on forr 

. the next twelve months. To-day I 
say that the amount has been reduced 
$10,000. in other words, I can say that 
for the coming fiscal year we are a.sk-
ing only $10,000, in addition to the 
$20,000 we .asked last yeM; yet he 
says. tl1at I .am misleading the public, 
but if he will look at the -debates of 

• 
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last year he will find that wl1at I say 
is there. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-That does 
not make any difference, tl1e state-
ment was misleading, it misled me at 
first. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOMS.-! say that the vote this 
year is only half of what it was last 
year. 

RT. HO!>J. SIR R. BOND-Now you 
·do, but you said before tl1at the vote 
was. a red uc·tion; whe,reas it was re
ally an increase. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 

CUSTOMS.-That argument is child-
ish. Last year we asked for $20.or r 
and this yea.r we asked for $10,000, 
therefore, the public expenditure un
der this head is $10,000 less this 
3rear than it was last year. Is not that 
true? Is that misleading? The Rt. hon. 
gentleman first asked why we singled 
out a few officials and raised their 
salaries. I reply by another ques
tion-\Vhy ·did he ·do it? Why did he 
do it? Why did he single out a few 
officials every yerur and raise their 
salaries. Look at tl1e Estimates for 
1907, page 4 and 5, and 22; there will 
be seen inc.reases in the salaries) of 
a few officials. Why did he adopt 

this policy? Why did he not c·ome 
down with the broad policy of raising 
them all? The same thing has gone on 
everr sinc·e he had control of public 
affair·s, and he ·did nothing to car·ry 

out the policy of general increases re
g·arding which he is so eloquent to
night. He is equally eloquent about the 
incireased cost of living. We all ad
mit that the cost of living has in
creased, but we must not lose sight 
of tl1e fact that the people· of the 
country are far' better off to-day than 
they were twenty-five yea.rs ago. The 
people who a.re comfo1·table and well 
able to pay the taxes to-day wer·e liv .. 
ing on Indian Meal, twenty-five years . . . 

ago and to-day are able to eat the , 
same articles of food as the Rt~ hon. 
gentleman opposite. The greater por
tion of these people have to-d.ay what 
they had not twenty-five years ago, 
and that is a bank-book containing a 
substantial balance to tl1eir credit. 
Yes, sir, there is a vast difference in 
tl1e people of to-day and the people of 
twenty years ago in the i terns of com
fo.rt and financial stability, and if the 
cost of living has gone up tl1e earn
ing _power of our· people has. also i1n
creased, and they can afford to-day 
what they could not look at th.en, an<l 
it is not for us either to dictate to 
tl1em what they shall live on . 

• 

The Rt. Hon. gentleman also com-
plains about the industries which are 
paying such large dividends. If he 
can tell me what these industries are 
I will take steps to see what the 
Government ca,n do in the m.atter. He 
further claims that when he was in 
power he reduced taxation. I deny 
that. I assert emphatically that he 
did not reduce taxation. He came 
into office in 1900 and he sent to the 
Custom House an or·der to have a 
scheme worked out as to how taxes 

' could be increased in suc·h a way tl1at 
it would not be noticed. I ·read that 
statement a few nights ago. He in
creased taxation by nf:arly a quarter 
of a million dollars every ·year, and 
that went on for four years, and then 
he took the duty off c·e:rtain articles 
which :really meant a reduction of 
less than he was getting otherw'ise, 
a.nd then he came on and said he had 
reduc·ed taxation. Yet this is the Rt. 
hon. gentleman who talks to us. here 
.about throvving ·dust in tl1e eyes of 
the people. He took the duty of 
salt oil molasses and flour, but he 

' ' added it on . after on otl1er things fo·r 
he thought it would not be noticed, 
a11d he was able to get more t11on~y b)r 
about $35,000 every year from tte 

' . 
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people tl1an · l1e · ,g·ave bacl\: · tcJ tl1e111, 
by taking off tl1e duty on tl1ese fou1r ar
ticles~ I will go further, ho·we'"tet, <Lnd 
say tl1at it is a question th ·l~ ctd1nits 
of 'very g1~ave cons1deration for tl1e 
Government, wl1etl1er it ~s iJett9·1' t0 
reduce taxation and put an end · to 
p\iblic impro,vements, o,r continue the 
present rates and provide ail tll .. ) 
g.reat benefits we are giving t:J tl18 
countr)r. I cl1allen.ged tl1e 11on. member 
for St. John's East (Mr. Ke11t), as to 
whetl1er it is not correct tl1at 11e has 
received more money for his district 
than he was. able to get "\Vhen 11e vvas 

' 

Attorney Genera~ in the late Admin-
istration. He 11ad to admit that t~1j;, 

was so,a.nd tl1at $8,000 or $10,000 had 
been spent on tl1at district an':.l I cb1l
lenge him now to say tl1at he .ever got 
that much under tl1e late Gove·rnment. 
Ferryland has · got · mo.re from the 
present -Government tlian it got for 
twenty-five· y1ears previous. I make 
·that stateme.nt because I can prove it. 
'That · is the reason wl1y this Govern
ment is not reducing taxa.tion, it be· 
lieves that it is better to maintain tl1e 
present rate and to use the money so 
obtained for· providing public im
provements. Take Fe.r1~y1and a.gain, 
there was not a. vestige of any mar
ine work · in that district under ' the 
late Government. Why, I do not 
l\:riow. Other members were able to 
g·et tl1ousands, but to-day there is · a 
different policy i11 force,public nloneys 
ai~e voted on a per capita basis and 
every district sl1ares alike. · Is not 
that cor1rect? This is my reply to the 
paltry criticism and petty i.nsinua
tions of" · tl1e R't. Hon. - tl1e leader of 
tl1e Opposition. ·· · 
·. RT. HON SIR R~ ·BO.ND-Mr< Chair
man, I have made no insinuations-I 
have '-stated facts·---w11at insinuations 
have .I made, .. .-1 asl{1 

. . 
HON.-.: MINISTER '·OF- FINANCE & 

C-USTOMS.-M,r .. · Cl1airma.n, the ·Rt. 

11on. gentleman i11sinuated tl1at I 11ad 
endeavoured to de·ceive the public by 
my statement here this evening. 

RT. HON SIR R. BOND.-Why, sir, 
any man in the eountry who 11as any 
sense ca1n see tl1at. T.here was. no in
sinuation about it. Tl1e statement is 
only a report of what he did say. I 

· stated the facts and I leave it to tl1e 
intelligent people of tl1e cou·ntry as to 
whether· or not tl1e statement is mis
leading·. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-Mr. Cl1airman, altl1ough it is not 
necessary tl1at I sl1ould on the pres
ent occasion occupy the time of the 
House, I tl1ink I ma.y be pardoned if I 

contribute a very few words in rela
tion to two or tl1ree staten1ents made 
by tl1e ·Rt. hon. the leader ofi the Op
position tl1is evening. I tl1ink I can 
quite endorse what 11as been said by 
t.l1e 11on. the Finance Minister especi
ally wl1en l1e stated tl1at tl1e best pos
sible tribute 11as been paid to tl1ese 
·eEti111al'EL by tl1e criticism of tlle learn-
. ed opposition leader. There is . no 
·c1uestion 'vhatever but that from his 
experience in tl1is House, now extend .. 
ing over a period of nearly thirty 
vears from his close and intimate ac-
... ' 
c1uaintance with the public affairs 
of' tl1e Colony, and I may say no one 
in tl1is House 11as ha.d as close an ac
c1 uaintan.ce with tl1em, there is no 
one who could more easily demolisl1 
or more easily break down and tear to 
pieces these estimates, if it were pos
sible, .so tl1at, as a government, we 
nlay cong·ratulate ourselves on the 
cl1aracter of the estimates when not 

• 
one solitary word can be brougl1t for-
ward or st1g·gested that can in any 
'vay reflect upon the soundness of 
every ·staten1ent laid before the House 
·Criticism the·re has been, but what is 
tl1·e value of it? Wl1at is the advant .. -
ag·e of it? What is tl1e mea.ning ofi it'? 
If we are serious·, if tl1is is a delib-

, 
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erative assembly in which men mean 
the very words they use, mean that 
their words shall convey their ordin· 
ary meaning then surely we must ex
pect the public outside to give some 
attention to us. Now tl1e learned lead· 
er opposite opened his rema;rks . by 
saying that the total ·diffe·rence i~ tJ1e 
vote this year from that or last :s 
$166,000. Is there anything strange 
about that? Is there anything wrong 
about it? Are we .to r·emain where 
we we:re? Are we to make no pro· 
gress? Are education and relief o:. the 
poor, ·railway extension, lighthouse ex· 
tension, Marconi and telegraph extrjn
sion and all the othe.r publi.c institu
tions, are they all to rema.in where 
tl1ey were? Is notl1ing to be done in 
these matters at .a.11? Are they all 
mortgaged to one party more than an
other and have we to wait for these 
improvements uintil some other party 
·succeeds us. The·re is an increase of 
$166,000 in the estimates,-and I make 
bold to say Sir that there is not a 

' dollar -0f increase more than is. neces-
srury. If tl1is country could afford it, 
it would not be on.e hundred, but two 
h undre·d or three hundred and sixty 
six thousand we would be asking for. 
Now wh.e.re are these increases? That 
is a fair question, and it is a question 
that the public is. entitled to have a re
ply to and we are prepared to give it. 
We ar·e prepared to defend it, 
to .stand and fall in . the estimation of 
the publi-c. a.s to whether w.e are rigl1t 
or wrong. Sir, I .s.peak for those as
sociated with me when I say that we 
do not desire to ,remain five minutes 
in our ·present position longer than 
the country wisl1es, but while we are 
here we will ·dele.gate our-lfunc:tions to 
no man-while we rure· here we will 
allow. no one. to interfere 'vith tl1e 
carrying out of our duty. \Ve are ask
.ing the Legislatu:·e for $166,000 n1ore 
tl1an Ia..st year. And further moneys 

will be asked .ror under various heads 
in supplementrury supply. In this we 
are following the precede.nts o.f this 
legislature for years. Yes, there is 
an increase of $166,000 and the coun· 
try ca.n well afford it, and it is only 
bec·ause the country is prosperous, 
obtaining larger reve·nues, that it can 
afford it. It is an increase which has 
been made every year 1fior the past 
three years for improyements, in the 
public service, improvements which 
11ave be·e·n carried out without one sol
itary addition to taxation, in fact tax· 
ation has- been re.duced because new 
sources of revenue have been found 
such as Bell Island, which have re
moved tl1e burden off the shoulders ofi 
tl1e masse.s. The Rt. hon the Leader 
of the Opposition was in office for 
eigl1t years and d u1ring that time he 
inc·reased the estimates every year. 
From the time he C'.ame in in 1901 un
til he went out the late ad1minist·ration 
collected one million dollars annually 
more than that previously collected. In 
other words there was an increase of 
$130,000 every . yea~,. We are not no·w 
concerned with how tl1at money was 
collected. The Hon. Min. of Finance 
and Customs stated that it came :firom 
increased taxation,-that while the 
late administration took off $180,000 
to $200,0000 on some items they put 
over $200,000 on others. I say I 
am i1ot prepared to dir,;cuss this aues
tion, but whether right or w1rong I am 
prepared to talre my share of the 
responsibility, because I was party to 
this increase, and party to the reduc
tion and wl1atever was done I have 
to admit it. My only point now is that 
we are not doing anytl1ing more in 
the 'vay of taxation than was done 
by the late administration. In 1901 
when that administration came jn
to po,ver tl1e re·ve.nue wa.s. $1,900,000, 
in 1908 when it went out it was $2,848,· 
000, or an increase of $130,000 a yea:1~. 
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\Vl1ere did tl1is increase come fro::n? 
More :revenues were collected. And 
\vitl1 tl1ose increased revenues can1e 
also increased expenditures in tl1e 
public service. Tl1is increase in 
tl1e estimates to-day, tl1is additional 
vote o: $166,000 is for tl1e payment of 
increased pt1blic services. We are i1ot 
inc'reasing the contingency vote and 
we ai:·e adding· a few dolla.rs only to 
the custon1s vote. Tl1e vote for postal 
offices and telegraph offices, 11owev
er, 11ave been increased because it is 
in1possible to extend tl1e services· vvith-

. out expenditure of n1one)r. vVhen "\Ve 
came in to power tl1ree years ago tl1ere 
was not a mile of telegrapl1 from Bon~ 
ne Ba}'" to v\ll1i te Bay an cl for six or 
seven montl1s of: tl1e year tl1e peo
ple there migl1t be in Sibe,ria for all 
the ot1tside world k·new. Althougl1 we 
11a ve been in power only tl1ree years 
"\Ve have built a line round that part 
oj tl1e country, and n1ore offices are 
to be establisl1ed tl1ere. vVe 11ave laid 
cables 'in Placentia Bay and arirange-

• 

ments are being made to 11ave o~l1ers 

laid in Burgeo district to tl1e island of 
Ramea and also to establisl1 sl1.or ·~ 

ca bl es in N ot ~~e Dame Bay. vVe are 
g·oing to increase telegrapl1 facilitie_s 
all over tl1e cou11try, and also tl1e 
Marconi system. Tl1is cannot be done 
witl1out tl1e expenditure of money. Is 
it the desire of my Rt. 11on. friend 
tl1at tl1is extension should not be 
1nade? Tl1at is certainly tl1e effect of 
11is arg·un1ent and if that is not 11is 
contention wl1at is tl1e application of 
11is arg·ument and of. wl1at \Talue is it? 
lVIoney is to be expended in erecting· 
ligl1t houses and on agricultu:r·e. vVe 
have extended public wharves, 
lig·l1t 11ouses and ag·ricultural facilities, 
and if tl1ese are to be co11tinued tl1e 
expenditure must be increased. vVe 
went to tl1e country on a definite poli
cy in.cludi11g a number of under.takings 
in respect to improve1nents of tl1e pub-

lie service. \7\7 e unde,rtook to provide 
Old Age Pensions and last year we 
voted $20,000 for tl1is purpose. Tl1is 
year we are increasing tl1.e vote an
otl1e: $20,000 and next year we sl1all 
increase it a furtl1er $20,000. We: ca.n
not expect to find tl1e money for tl1is 
and tl1e otl1er increases on the Colo
nial building ·steps, it 1m 1ust come 

1from the people. If we 11ave large 
surpluses, as I am glad to say we 
11ave, wl1at better way can tl1ere be 
to expend them tl1an to give tl1em 
back to tl1e people of tl1e colony wl10 
need tl1em? Tl1e taxes sl1oul1d 
fall on tl1e people i11 a fa.ir and equit
able -vvay and tl1ose wl10 can affo.rd to 
do so sl1ould pay more tl1an t11ose 
vvl10 cannot do so. However, it is 
no easy matter to impose taxes so 
tl1at tl1ey fall fairly on all the people. 
Tal{e off tl1e tax on flour ,for instance, 
and it comes off the ricl1 man's barrel 
as well a.s off tl1e poor man's. The 
n1an tl1at eats his penny bun derives 
no more benefit from it than the man 
wl10 eats 11is cake. Tl1is is inec1uitable 
and some means 11ave to be devised 
vvhereby taxes will fall more equitably 
on all. We are endeavouring to even 
tl1ings by g·iving back tl1e surplus to the 
poor and needy in the sl1ape of old 
ag·e pensions; we are giving it back 
i11 lig·l1t 11ouses, in ·fog ala.ri;ns, in Mar
coni stations and in telegraph exten· 
SiOn. VVl1at •rjg}1t }1avTe We to taX ev
ery man, woman and cl1.ild in tl1e 
island in order to provide education 
and not allow a large number of our 
people to enjoy tl1e adva.ntages) of it? 
I stated last year tl1at tl1ere are hun
drecls of cl1ild ren not being educated 
because they 11a \ re no scl106l to go to. 
vV e tl1en voted $7 000 to open schools 
in sparsely populated districts, tl1is 
year we are adding anotl1er $7000 to 
tl1e vote and next J·ea;:- we shall add a 
furtl1er $7000. I co111municated witl1 
tl1e superintendent~ of educa.tion on 
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·the subject and asl\:ed tl1em wl1at 
·tl1e:r wanted and also in what space 
of time tl1ese schools could be pro
'rided. Tl1ey xeplied that they could 
be provided \Vitl1in th:ree. years for 
$20,000 and so we voted a third of this 
a.mount last year, a third will be vot-
ed this year and the balance next 
year. Where can the money for 
these schools come from if it does 
not come from the sarplus? Tl1e same 
a.pplie~ 1.1.) the vote 'ior P ·ublic Cl1ari
ties. We have allotted a.n additional 
$25,000 fo:r tl1e relief of tl1e poor, the 
sick and the needy. They receive three 
cents a day only from the Government 
and tl1e people of the Colony 'vho are 
in good heal th .a.nd have the means or 
.supporting tl1emsel ves are not only 
satisfied to have a share of the sur-
plus given to tl1ose in need but, if 
necessary, they are willing to 
pay more, for they f E;el the 
responsibilities of citizenship and feel 
that they can enjoy tl1eir own p-ros
perity more when tl1ey know tl1a t 
those in distress are givTen the neces
saries of life. That is wl1y tl1ere has 
been an increase in tl1is department, 
that we may give in a small way 
to these people some of tl1e ad van t
ages to obtain which they have been 
taxed. Is. there anything more unjust 
tl1an to have a man taxed in order 
that the cl1ildren of the country mig·l1t 
11ave educ·ation and then deny his chil
dren the advantage of it? Is 
it . fatr to make him pay as 
much towards the revenue as 
the man living in a place where 
there is a good school? It is not so in 
other countries: of the world and it is 
our duty to give· eve·ry taxpayer a11 

opportunity of educating his. children, 
whether he avails of it or not. Eve11 
if a man only ·sends a letter by train or 
boat he is 11elping to,vards tl1e pay
ment of tl1e subsidies to tl1e Reids 
and tl1e Bowrings. All pay sometl1ing 

towards tl1e revenue a.nd it is our ·de
sire tl1at taxation .sl1ould fall reason· 
a.bly and justly on, all. Tl1ese are 
the only headings under which there 
are increases, ancl I now invite n1y 
f!~~iends opposite to point out uncler tl1e 
11ead of Education, Public Charities, 
Ligl1t houses. l\tiarine and fisneries~ 

Post Office.s a11d Teleg·raph Offices 
wl1at votes tl1ey would reduce. What 
lighthouses are they going to (]) vvitl1-
out? What scl1ool will tl1ey close? What 
road will tl1ey refuse to keep open? 
\!\?'hat pension will tl1ey refuse to pay? 
I shall be 'rery g·lad to be i11formed 
of any. My learned f r i e n {~. 

found .fault with the word whicl1 
the l\tlinister of Fin nee used 
when he ·described tl1e estimates .as 
"grand." I say the ,vord is properly 
used for it is a grand tl1ing tl1at a 
Finance Minister can come here )rea.r 
after year and increase tl1e public ser
·vice \Vitl1out increa.s'ing· taxation one 
solitary cent. What can be g·rander? 
Read tl1e estimates in tl1e old journals 
of the House and see the position that 
tl1e \Vhitewa)Ts, tl1e Littles, tl1e I~ents, 
tl1e Talbots and the Carters were i11. 
Tl1ey,. did not l{llOvV v1l1ere tl1e money 
was to come fron1 and could never 
tell how to make both ends meet. Tl1ey 
were 11andicapped in all their efforts 
on account of lack of nleans, but vie 
have now entered on brigl1ter da.ys 
for we have now reacl1ecl a point 
wl1en our people are at worl{ ancl can 
g·et all tl1e work tl1ey want. r-;obody 
wl10 looks for worl{ is unab 18 tc fi11rl it. 
We now 11ave large revenues, but no 
matter how tl1ey may g·:ow tl1e de
mands of tl1e people who in tl1e past 
l1a\re 11ad no attention are grovving in 
a larger :ratio. Ho'v can tl1e1 leader of 
tl1e opposition justify the building of 
a teleg·,i·apl1 line tl1rol1gl1 tl1e district of 
St. Jol1n's or Ferryland or Placentia 
and not tl1rougl1 St. Barbe? Is not tl1at 
gross disho11esty wl1e11 tl1e people of 

• 
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St. Bar1)e are taxed the same as tl1e 
people of other districts? How can 
11e jt1stify the building of motor roads 
tl1ro11g·h Conception Bay wl1en there 
is not a road a mile long in Bu-rgeo or 
Fortune Bay. If you wish to travel in St 
Barbe district and lea\re the steamer 
at Bonne Bay you -vvill .find no road, 
even when the ground is not coverecl 
witl1 snow, until you come to vVhite 
Bay the end of your journe)r. In Bur
geo there is no continuous road ex
cept between Port aux Basques and 
Channel. Rose Blancl1e is only fifteen 
miles from. Channel and yet you can
not go there by road. It is· tl1e same 
in Fortune Bay and wl1at is true of 
roads is true of otl1er conveniences. 
One has only to g·o tl1ere to see 110\V 
the people are deprived of public ad
vantages. We here i11 St . .Tol1n's know 
very little of the 11ardship under which 
the people in some of the outports la
tou_r. If any~thing happens to us 
11 ere, if \Ve have a pain or an a.cl1e, \Ve 
ha·ve very little a~ifficulty in ha·ving it 
attended to. If the doctor or tl1e am
bulance does not respond quickly 
tl1ere are letters in tl1e daily pape:-s. 
Fancy what the people of Burgeo or 
Fortu11e Bay 11a ve to put up with in 
order to go to the hospital when 
tl1ere are no means of conveyance at 
11and an:l you get some slight idea 
of tl1eir disadvantages. That is m~ 

answer to the cl1arge tl1at we are in
creasing tl1ese votes. I am glad we 
a.re able to increase· them and I 11ope 
tl1e revenues of the country will en
able us to make further increases, fo:r 
I arn "\-Villing to malre more increases 
year afte·r year if tl1ey can be made 
withot1t increasi11g the taxation of tl1e 
people. 

My Rt. 11on. friencl says that \Ve are 
collecting an enoT'mous revenue from 
a sparsely populated country. It is 
tl1at which makes it ne-

cessary to collect tl1isi ·revenue·. If the 
people lived in three or fou·r centres 
we would not have to build as. many 
roads or 11ospitals or bridges, bt1t the 
people are divided among thirteen hun
dred .settlements, and tl1at is the 
reason wl1y it is so expensive to n1eet 
tl1e requirements of all. Ho\vever, 
in spite of the fact tl1at tl1e country 
is sparsely populated, we .are trying 
to bring public .facilities to every 
inan's cloor, no matter how fa·r 11e may 
li·ve from these large centres because 
he pays for them and is entitled to 
receive tl1em. 

My learned friend says furthe·r:
"The idea. of the present administra
tion is to spend in "\-vell selected chan-
nels eve ~"Y cent of revenue· that is 
collected." I agree with l1im. The 
channels are selected, very carefully 
selected, and no money is spent for 
minor considerations only. We are 
spending it on Old Age Pensions, in 
extending .the rail way to tl1ose pla.c.es 
tl1at for· years have been contributing 
to-vvard it, and yet 11ave had no oppoT
tunity of availing of its facilities be
fore. We came into power only 
tl1ree yeaTs ago, but when this pres
ent session of tl1e Legislature closes 
we shall have increased the education
al vote over $100,000. That is c·e1rtainly 
an enormous increase, and if it 11ad 
been stated in our man if es to that we 
intended to inc·rease the vote by that 
amount my friends opposite would 
have· declared tl1at we were going to 
bring tl1e country to tl1e brink oj ruin 
and Confederation. v"'l e have increased 
it and that is one of the "sele·cted cl1an
nels" to wh'icl1 my rt. hon. friei1·i. r1() 

doubt ·refers. How can we make a bet .. 
ter selection? We are giving back to 
the people wl1at we have collected 
f~om them. We collected it from t11e 
people of Bonavista and Trinity and 

tl1e other districts, from tl1e men who 
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·earn their living by the. bultow and 
seine and from the frozen pans. "'rhese 
are the men from whom we have col
lected it and these are tl1e n1er.L 

to whom we are gi,ring it back I 
want to kno"\v wl1a.t party 11as done as 

. 

inuch for these nlen and for the court-
try in ten years as we have done in 
tl1ree. My Rt. l1on. friend then went on 
to speak of tl1e increases in Ea,tari···s 

wl1ich so,me of the civil se.rvants have 
been g·ranted and 11e des·cribes them~ as 
",p.etty and vexatious.'' What we 
bave ·done is tl1is, that instead 0f rr ' al~

ing a universal increase in the w~ges 
of civil servants we have ina le ( E-r
tain selections in certain offices. It 
is these that 11e describes as p~tt,y a:1d 
\rexatious and to hear him speak, cne 
would ima,gine that this has :iJt bee11 
tl1e establisl1ed principle f o-r years. 
The Minister in charge of the Resol u
tions has pointed out and nan1ecl se"\r
eral cases. in which tl1e same po~ic}r 

was followed by the leader of -l:he OJ)

position while he was in cl1a;rge of ttie 
affairs of the c·olony and it is only 
because the present increases a!e 
n1ade by us, tl1at tl1e Rt. 11on. gentle
man des.cribes them as petty and ·v·~}:

atious. Had he himself made these in
creases it would ha,re been sometl1ing 
wonderful and it "\VOl1ld be glorified .. 
and men and angels would be expect
ed to bow down before it. Wl1at is true 
of his position on this matte·r is true 
of the position 11e· takes on all matters 
introduced by the present administ!'a
tion for his policy 'is that "no good can 
come out of Nazareth." This is the 
business of the Opposition for while 
they are waiting like Wilkins Micaw
lJer for something· to turn up they 
11a ve to ·do this. Like the Government, 
they are on the stage before the pub
lic·, b11t they have only to come out 
in the acts and play small parts. The 
l)Ublic are always in the theatre and 

' . 

they have to do something. I find 

• 

no serious fault witl1 tl1em, in fact, I 
can quite sympathize with some or 
then1 wl10 have oiften to put forw.ard 
arguments in which they ·do not tl1em-
sel,res agree. They ha.ve to say 
something and come out like little 
boys and recite their poetry, but they 
clo not believe all tl1ey say and mere-
ly learn it off by heart. If I could 
penetrate the mind and heart 
of the leader of the opposition, 
if I had some kind' of mental X-rays 
by which I could ·discover wl1at he 
really thinl\:s, I am sure I would find 
tl1at 11e is one witl1 us in practically 
every mea.sure tl1at has been enacted 
during· tl1e past three years. He crtitj

cizes 1nerely because lie is in opposi
tion, and if lie we.re leader of the 
House at tl1e present time, l1e would 
support every increase that has been 
made in the estimates. 

You cannot flatter a man mo-re than 
by doing wl1at 11e does, and we 11ave 
011ly done '\Vl1at my 11on. friend 11as 
been doing for tl1e past eight years, 
and yet he is not satisfied. In 1901 
the leader of tl1e opposition gave in
c ;~eases in tl1e Colonial Secretary's de.
partn1ent; to the Deputy Colonial Sec-
retary $150, to tl1e first clerk $200 
a11d to tl1e stenog·r·apl1er $100, and 
tl1at was all. Tl1ose were the1 only in
creases that year. In 1906 they g·ave 
tl1e Deputy Colonial Secretary another 
$100 and the second clerk $100. In 
19 08-09 they only gave one increase, 
to the Reg'istrar of Vital Statictics 
$100. And these are what is termed 
petty and vexatious increases! Take 
tl1e Depa:"tment of Justice. In 1903-04 
tl1e Private Secretary got $150; every
body. else passed over. In 1905-06 tl1e 
Deputy Ministe·t got $600 and tl1e Sec
retary and Accountant another $150. 
In 1906-07 the Secretary and Account-

ant got another $100 and the messerr

g·er $44, and tl1at was all. And in 1908 

• 
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tl1e messenger got another $100. Were 
those petty? Were those vexatious'? 
They were, not because he n1ade tl1~m. 
Take the Finance Department. In 
1901-02, the first clerk got $300 in-
crease, the only increase in the De
partment. Then there was not anothe·r 
until 1908-09 when there wa,s. only one, 
the seco.nd ·clerk got $300. Was that 
petty? Was that vexatiou.s to pick 
out one man out of the whole depart
n1ent for an inc:rease? I ·do not say it 
was. not neces.sary or right, but what 
is sauce for the goose is sauce for 
the gander, and h~ set the precedent 
for what we are doing he,re. to-day. 
Take the Agriculture and Mines De
pa·rtment~ In 1901-02 there were only 
two increases, $100 to the third clerk 
and $100 to the 1st Surveyor. Every
one else passed over. In 1902-03 
there was only one increase in the 
whole department, $60 to the third 
clerk. In 1903-04 the third c1erk got 
yet another increase,- $40. All the rest 
ignored and passed over. In 1904-05 all 
the cle1rks got small increases. In 1907 
there were three more small in
creases, and the 1rest ·pas.sed over. 
Take the Marine and Fisheries de-
partment. In 1901 the typist got 
$40 and the messenger $192, and that 
was all. · In 1902 the Acc·ountant and 
the typi.st. Then in 1906 the, FisheTy 
Expert, the Inspector of Marine· ·v.l or ks 
and the lighthouse mechanlcian. In 
1907-08 the assistant accountant and 
the · messenger, an·d all the rest were 
passed over. Is that petty? Is that vex
atious? Then we come to the Public 
Works Departme.nt. In 1901 there we::re 
two increases, the Superintendent ,got 
$200 and the Inspecto.r of Outside dis
tricts got $200, and all the rest were 
ignored. In 1906-07 the first cle~rk 

got $300, the book-keeper got $200 and 
the typist got $150. Take the· Audito·r 
General's Depa:rtment. In 1901-02 
there was only one increase, the 

first cle:rk $150. In 1903-04 there was 
only one, tl1e first clerk -again $200. ln 
1904-05 tl1ere was- one·, tlie cle1rk and 
typist $200, and no other in the whole 
department. Then we come to the Su
preme Court. In 1901 the.re were three 

I 

increases. The· Deputy Registrar got 
$300, the fi.rst clerl{ '$100 and the se
cond clerk $100. There were no others. 
In 1904-05 the Chief Clerk got $800; 
in 1906 the fi:rst clerk got $100 and 
the second $200. Were these petty and 
vexatious? In the District Courts there 
were only two1 inc.reases; both to th·e 
same man. In 1901 the -Clerk of the 
Peac·e at Hr. Grace g~t $105, and in 
1907 he got $115; no one else got· any
t11ing. Then take the magistrates all 
ove·r the island. In 1901 four individu
als· .. got increases,tl1ose at St. Mary's, 
Oderin. Hr. Breton n.nd Channel. All 
the others were passed over. vVhy? Is 
that petty and vexatious? Wl1y pick 
out these four men in 1901 and leave 
out every other in the island? If we 
did that to .. day it would be said that · 
they had a p11ll; but when they did 
.it it was all 1right. It is all wrong 
\vl1en we ·do something of a similar 
character. In 1902 the magistrate at 
Bell Isla.nd got $120 increase and in 
1906 one otheT, at Bonavista. All the 
other outport magistrates were ignor
ed. Why were only those two pic·ked 
out'? Is it petty and vexatious? Here 
is the -vvork of the late Government, 
\Vho every year we:-e guilty of these 
petty and vexatious increase.s that 
they ·denounc·e here this evening. No
thing could be more convincing tl1an · 
tl1e figures I 11a ve read. Then there · 
is the Penitentiary; it does . not seem 
to have ·been a great favourite with 
tl1e late Government, they lrept away 
from it as mucl1 as possible. In 1903 
tl1ey made only one inc:rease, the Wa
te·rman $66. In 1907-08 the Deputy 
Superintendent and the Turnkey got 
increases. Only tl1ree incr,ease·S • 

lll 
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eig·l1t years, but tl1at was not petty 
oi;- vexatious? To give one man $400 
increase and ha ,re all tl1e otl1ers won
dering \Vl1y 11e got it and tl1ey did 
not. Tl1en we come to the Custom 
House. Only tl1ree increases 'in 1901., 
tl1e first cle-rk $200, tl1e ·second $100 
a1Jd tl1e second messeng·er $30. All 
the re~t of that large staff passed ov
er, some of tl1em men of 20 'years ser
.. vice. Was that not petty and vexa-

. . 
tious? In 1903 there was only one, tl1e 
A~st. Collecto~ $300, and a very prop
er increase too. But then, why is. 11e 
selected and not otl1ers? In 1905 there 
\Vere two. In 1907 the second clerk 
and cashier· got $200 and all tl1e rest 
were ignored. In 1908 some got it 
and the ·rest were ig·no:r·ed. It is al
v,rays those who have the best salaries 
already and probably in the· least need 
or it who get increases, while those 
wl10 11ave less and probably need it 
more, (fo'r the poorer a man is tl1e 
larger 11is fan1ily, as a rule), do nol 

\ 

get it. In tl1e General Post Office 
tl1ey opened the ball in 1901 with $350 
to tl1e c·hief cle·rk, wl1ile all tl1e rest 
got small rises. Rig·ht down through 
the list,every one ,g·ot a petty increase. 
Then .again in 1902 tl1e 9th clerk got 
an inc'rease, and the eleven otl1ers got 
none. In 1903 there were two in
crea.ses one to the Secreta:ry, and one 
to the Money Order Casl1ie·1. In 1906 
tl1ere \Vas another to the Cashier. In 
1907 the·re were a number of in
creases. In tl1e Telegraph department 
in 1903 the Supt. got $110. In 1904 
tl1ere was one increase, tl1e Clerk in 
Charg·e $100, and all the r est passed 
over. In 1905 he got another $200 
and all the rest were passed over. In 
1906 the Superintendent and the 
Chec·k Clerk g·ot an increase. 
Why were the others ignored? If there 
was any value in the 11on. m·ember's 
a:gument at all I submit that this 
statement I 11ave read is a convincing 

answer. lVIy learned friend is . on 
the 11orns of a . dilemma,and· can take 
wl1ich eve'r one he chooses. Either it 
was w~ong for 11im to have ·pursued 
this petty and vexatious policy or it 
vvas rigl1t. If it was wro:ag, what is 
11is ans\ver? If it wa.s right, does not 
tl1a.t justify us? I prepared that state, 
n1ent and bTought it up because I 
ki1ew what comment the hon. member 
would mal\:e on these '\rotes. Last year 
he dubbed t11e estimates in p1·ecisely 
tl1e same words, petty and vexatio11s. 
TheTe might lJe something in it if tl1e 
critic-isms came from anyone but the 
11on. member, who is responsible for 
the system of increases. He endeav· 
oured to make a point in connection 
"\vith the Auditor General's repqrt. I 
will unde.rtake to say that from 1901 
to 1908 tl1ere was, not a single r.eport 
of the ·Auditor General that is not .a_ 
censu·re upon tl1e late administratior 
for tl1e same things that have been 
contended here tl1is evening. Now 
l1ere is a challenge, an·d I w'ill 
undertake to prove, it, if need be, 
that Mr. Berteau never sent in a re
po·r t from 1901 to 1908 without draw
ing a tten ti on to tl1e very sa.me tl1ings 
that have been brought ·against us. 
tl1is eveni11g, by tl1e Rt. hon. leader of 
the Opposition. The Auditor General 
points out that it is not a desirable 
principle to ca.rry over to next yea·r 
a11y account tl1at ougl1t to be paid on 
acc·ount of tl1is year. Tl1at is perfect
ly true, but the fault does not lie witl1 
tl1e departments, it is due to those 
people wl10 did not send in thei'r ac
counts in time. They 11a ve not been 
furnished, and it is. for· that reason 
tl1at accounts of 1910 which should 
have been paid in 1910 were car.ried 
over until 1911. And if an account 
is c·arried ove·r until next year, what 
difference does it make in· the final 
result? I admit it is necessa·ry to keep 
these tl1ing·s up to date if you want a 
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c61·r·ect ,statement, but at times it 
cannot be helped. I only hope the 
Auditor :.General will never have any
thing more objectionable to report 
aga.inst this Govenment than his re
ference to the failure to pay in any 
one year an account contracted in 
the same year. My 11on. friend went 
on to point out that 41 public, accounts 
were overdrawn. I can only say in re
piy . th,at that is regular and proper 
and customary; it has. been going on 
for years and will continue. Matters 
arise every day that never 
could have been contemplated. Las 
year when we closed this House,every 
possible vote was taken, and we 
tl1oug·ht every possible contingency 
was provided against, but before we 
knew it we were landed in to 
an expenditure of $10,000 to try a.lid 
save the sealers f:rom the infection of 
sn1all-pox. What else could we do? 
Are we to ask tl1is House now to vote 
$10,000 to cope with an outbreal{ of 
ch·olera next summer? We could not 
possibly foresee that occurrence, but 
we had to be up and doing,and we had 
to· make a large exp en di ture, for tl1e 
protection of tl1e people of this, coun~ 
try, and tl1e trade of this country, es
pecially the fish trade; for if it once 

. ' 

went broadcast tl1at no preca11tions 
were taken there are many in other 
countries who would be g·lad enough 
to spread the rumour, and we might 
find that catcl1ing fish was easier· 
tl1an marketing it. And then we 
would be asked why we did not do 
this OT that at any cost. Well, we 
stopped the small-pox, and we .spent 
$10,000 to do it, but it was money well 
spent. 

lf we go on as we are going, so t0_<~ 
Leader of the Opposition says, 01~.'!.· 

s11ccessors in 1913 will have to face an 
indemnity; they will have to fa,~·3 a . . 

loan bill to- pay the accounts v.le Jea '/ f~ 

behind 11s. That is \vhat '':E· l1aa to 

. 
do in relation to himself at the end 
of the last government. He left be-, 

hind him accounts overdrawn rto the 
extent o! $325,000. I l{now that must 
have been one of the tl1ings that hurt 
him most wl1en he vvas leaving office, 
to think that he had spent all this 
money and left his successors in the 
difficult position of having to raise a 
loan to meet his unpaid debts. 
. Then he raised the qt1estion of the 
1913 election and he wanted rto know 
why there 'vas not a vote for tal\:ing 
the lists of voters the coming summer 
for · an election to be held , next fall. 
Because there is not going rto be an 
election held next fall; that is \Vhy. 
That money \vill not be voted until the 
session of 1913, this tim,e next year. 
Parliament will ex1)ire in June, 1913, 
and we have from January ito June to 
take the lists. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-You will 
not have the n1oney. . 

HON. THE PRIME. MINISTER.
This Legislature will have voted the 
money before the l 1st of March 
1913. Tl1ere never was, a vo-
ter's list taken yet b e f o ,r' e 
tl1e first of July. When I was 
"rith the Rt. hon. member, in any 
year we \Vent to the country that list 
\Vas never taken before the first of 
July. Vl e will be legally in ·existence 
as a Parlian1ent until the first of June, 
and the money will be voted long be
fore June. There will be nothing done 
except \Vhat is constitutional. Parlia
ment \Vill lapse in June, and there will 
be an appeal to the country in Nov
ember. I want to make rthat state
ment and make it early, so that no 
one can say that it -vvas sprung upon 
the country. The election \Vill be held 
in November 1913. And I shall ad
vise the 1Governor that ithat ,is the pro
l)er time to hold it. The hon. member 
will find that in this case, at least, 
my constitutional law is good. But 
rthat \Vill be a matter for the Govern
or; I ha v-e .only to ad vise. 
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RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-That is 
not a proper matter to discuss here. 
May I remind the Rt. Hon. member 
tl1at His Excellency's name sl1ould 
not be brought in here. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
But the Rt. Hon. member raised the 
question. I am making the statement 
now so that · there will not be any 
talk aftervvards · i11 the · papers abourt 
this having been sprung on the elect
orate. I \Vill take the Rt. Hon. inem
ber right into my confidence. Parlia
ment will prorogue before the 1st of 
Ju.ne and 've will 11old an election in 
Noven1be·r 1913. 

Then the Leader of the Opposition 
\vent on to point out that an awful 
catastrophe will happen, tl1at for six 
m011tl1s 1there will be no Parliament 
in existence. \Vell, to be strictly ac
curate it is five montl1s,June,July,Aug·
ust, September and October-five 
months. There will be five months 
not six, when everyone of us will be 
what ithe Rt. Hon. gentleman calls 

· "irresponsible parties," when every
r11 e 0f the members of the Executive 
Council will be without seats. But does 
n u t the Rt. Hon. gentleman know 
that in 1889, noit to go any further 
back, parliament \vas dissolved in 
the month of July, and it did not die 
by the efflux of time,but was dissolved 
by proclamation of tl1e Governor. Does 
11e not remember that when he came 
into power in 1901, that parliament 
was prorogued by proclamation and 
everyone that sat at the Council was 
irresponsible in that he had no seat. 
Does 11e not know that in 1904 parlia-.. 
ment was dissolved by Sir Cavendish 
Boyle in July, and from July to No
vember we 'ver e all irresponsible in 
that there war; no parliament.. Doee 

I 

he not know that 'in 1908 11e dissolved 
tl1e parliament in July and that we 
came back in November 18 to 18. 
What a discovery! What a wonderful 
discovery! For five months there is 

going to be a Government in this 
country that will be irresponsible be
cause it will not hold .seats in tl1e 
pa·riiament. Well we have good pre
cedent, very good precedent-we have 
tl1e precedent of 1889, the precedent 
of 1893, the p·recedent of 1901, the pre
cedent of 1904 and the precedent of 

. . 
1908 when tl1ere was no parliament 
from June o.r July to November or De
cember. Not a parliament either 
tl1at ·died by tl1e efflux of time, but a 
parliament dissolved by pToclamation 
-Put out of existence by proclama
tion. All the members of the Go·rern
ment were without seats. Th3.t 'Vas 
constitutional. It has. been the· pr a.~
tice since 1855 when we were grant
ed responslble government. It J1as 
been the practice. since 1833 when we 
\Ve:re granted ·representative 60Ver11-
ment. I hope I 11a ve made myself per
fe,ctly clear, when I say that •.,he nP:x t 
·election is going to take pl :tee i:i.~ 

1913, that is of ·course if I hold m·r J.,G· 

sition 11ere up to that time. One <.·an. 

never tell wl1at may happen in such 
matte!rs, bt1t if I hold my present ~o .. 
sition a vote 'vill be tak.en for tl1c 
taking of the voters list, this tine 
twelve months, in 1913; and the Ge11· 
era1 Election will take nlac.e as u~-ual 

in the autumn of that year a:..1 l \V)i,-·Il 

the tim.e comes I shall advise His Ex- -
cellency that that is constitutional. · I 
make this statement now once for all 
so that no one can say that this has 
been sp·rung on them, and if it is lJOt 

sound law the Rt. hon. member knows 
how to test it. Passing away from this 
11e goes on to th·e question of taxa· 
tion and he assailed the p'rotecti3n of 
one of our industries-that of ready 
n1ade clothes. And this institutio11 
is particula.rly referred to. Why, I do 

not l\:now. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-Because 

tl1e Minister of Finance refe·rred to it. 
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RT. HON. THE PREM I ER.- 10,000 people engaged in them. Aire we 
But everything is l1igher. The c1otl1es 
are more expensive, food is more ex
pensive, coal is more expensive. the 
very lig'l1t we use is. more expensive. 
Everything has incTeased i11 cost. 
Tl1ere is no reason why we , should 
sing·le out in particular one branch and 
sayT that it has increased in tl1e Hos
pital or anywhere else, or tl1at there 
is an increase in clothes. 

RT. HOr\J. SIR R. BOND-I made tl1e 
statement about .all the institutions. I 

did not particularise. 
RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

I did not hear that, I must 
11ave been engaged at the time. But I 

stand corrected. Well then, he says 
all tl1e industrial institutions in this 
country are over protected. In otl1e:r 
words, tl1e protection is too· g·reat,and 
if we were to admit ready made 
clothes free of duty or even reduce 
the duty to 11alf the effect would be 
tl1at we would get cheaper· clothes. I 

doubt it. I am satisfied that if 've 
11ad not the local factories: heTe we 
\vould be tl1e dumping grou·nd for the 
foreign manufacturer. I am not pre
pared to . say wl1etl1er it would 
not be better to have an ·e.nquiry into 
tl1e whole matter. It is a large ques
tion; one tl1at is agitating tl1e wl1ole 
world-Canada, the States, England, 
Germa11y. It is a burning question 
every\vhere. In Canada it was a na
tional question only tl1e other da.y,and 
an election was fought on that ques
tion alone. ~..,or that is all Reciprocity 
means,.raising the tariff on ~o:.:~e goods 
and lowering it on otheTs. In Eng
land the question of Tariff I-?. 1~f0rm has 
been tl1e one c1 uestion for three elec
tions, Tariff Reform or Free Trade. 
The same is true in tl1e United States 
and Germany. It is a question that 
must be settled with great care and 
g·reat thought. vVe have $10,000,000 in
vested in local industries and we have 

going to close their doors by taking 
·down the tariff barriers? I am not· 
prepared to say here at the present 
moment 11ow fa:r we are prepared to 
go in the reduction of the. ta·riffs, in 
order to bring down the PT'ice of man
ufactured goods. But will it bring tl1e 
price ·down? That is tl1e point. If we 
wipe out tl1e Boot and Shoe factory 
and beg·in to wear An1eri·can boots 
and shoes, are we· quite sure that we 
are going to get chea.peir· boots? If not 
our policy will be in vain. I will go 
furtl1er and say that it would be bet
ter to pay a little more for tl1e local 
article tl1an send the money out of 
the country. The man that earns $8 
a week In n1alring boots and shoes 
·does not send it to Germany o·r the 
States~ The money remains in the 
country. That n1an goes and spends it 
witl1 the. butcl1er or baker, and the 
butcher or b·aker continues to ci'rculate 
it. We have to be careful before we en
ter upon a policy which will have the 
effect of closing down the local in·dus
tries of the country and making them 
sl1ut thei:r ·doors. I ·say tl1at it is. ·im
possible without 11aving care.fully pre
pared ·statistics before us, to express 
an opinion upon .such an important 
matter .... L\s to the question raised by 
tl1e opposition, that there is no p·ro
vision in tl1e Estimates. for a building 
at Gran·d Falls on tha,t point I s.hould 

' like. to say that I am quite in sympa-
thy witl1 the Rt. 11on. member in rela
tion to that matteT'. It has. not been 
left out intentionally, but we hope
the Government has. plans. before it
we 11ope to erect tl1at building during 
the summer. Now, Mr. Chai1rman, I 

l1a ve fully covered the points raised 

by the Leader of tl1e Opposition and 

I trust answered them to tl1e satis .. 

faction of the House. 

Mr. Speaker left the Cl1air. 
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Mr. Parsons took tl1e Chair: of Com
mittee. 

. Mr. Speaker :resumed the Chair. 
The Chairma.n from. the Committee 

reported that they 11ad cons'idered the 
matter to them, referred, 11ad made 
some progress and asked leave· to sit 

• ag·a1n. 
O,rdered: that tl1is Repo~: be re-

ceived and that the· Comm,ittee have 
leave to· sit again on to-morro,¥". 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES' BIL1L. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Rt. I-Ion. the P,rime Minister, tl1e Bill 
entitled "An Act to am.end Chap. 102 of 
the Consolidated Statutes entitled of 
Weights and Mea,sures, and tl1e In.
spection of Lumber" was read a se,
cond time and ordered to be· r 'ef erred 
to Comn1ittee of the Whole House on 
to-morrow. 

The remaining o.rders of tl1e day 
we·re deferred. 

It v-Y"~s moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjouTn until 
to-morrow, Friday, March 8th at 

' tl11r·ee of the clock in the afternoon. 
The House tl1en adjourned accord

ingly. 
F.riday, Marcl1 8th. 

House met at 3 p.m. of tl1e clock in 
the afternoon, pursuant to 
ment. 

PETITIONS. 

adjourn-

MR. GOODISON.-I .ask leave to 
lJresent a petition from tl1e · inl1abi
ta.nts of Victoria on the subject of 
Sunda.y Observance. Tl1is petition is 

along· the same lines as tl1ose. alrea·dY 
presented to this House. It is very nu-
merously signe·d. and I have 1m.uch 
pleasure in giving it my support, and 
if a Bill is broug'l1t down on tl1e lines 
sugge13ted ,11e::e I sl1all be very glad to 
support it. I have als·o a petition 
asking for a sum of money to con
struct ,a ·road fro.m Lort.g'.s, Hill. Ca.r·
bonear to tl1e Majn Road. The people 
of that Hill are ·Sbut off tf1rom direct 

connection with tl1e. to,vn and it is 
ve.ry desirable· tl1at they should have 
this road. I would asl{ tl1at tl1is pe
tition be referred to the Department 
of Public Works where I 11ope it will 

' 
receive favourable con.sideration. I 

11a ·ve also a memerously signed peti
tion from tl1e Mercantile Firms of 
Carbonear, planters and others, on tl1e 
subject of trawling·. The petitioners 
ask tl1at tra.wling be stopped from 
Hoopers Island north to Bi,rcl Isla,nd 
fro1n the 1st of Ju11e to tl1e 15th of 

Septembe,~,. each year. I ri1ay say in 
reference to this petition that I kno 
t11e· coast re~,eirred. to very well, and a. 
large number of tl1e planters who 
11ave signed tll'is petition are men wl10 
11a ve been fishing tl1ere yea.r after 
year for many years. Tl1e trawling 
·done tl1ere· now by outside vessels 
coming in is ·r 1Jining the fisl1ery, and 
tl1ese planters sl1oulll receive protec
tion. and tl1ey now petition tl1is 
House that they should not be ·depriv
ed of a cl1ance to ear11 a livelihood. 
The petitioners set fortl1 tl1at if 
trawling is stopped from J·une to 
September tl1ey \Vill be able1 to fisl1 
tl1ere as of old. but if it is per1mitted 
to co11tinue tl1e fishery will be entire
ly ruined and they vvill have to lea.ve 
tl1at part of the coast. I kno\v· these 
facts are as stated and asl~ that this 
petition be referred to the Departn1ent 
of lVIarine a11d Fisheries, where I 11ope 
it \Vill receive the favourable consid
eration of tl1e J\/Ii11ister, himself a prac
tical fisl1erman. 

• 

f\~ R. PARSONS"-! beg to g·ive t11e 
petitio11 just presented by my friend 
f~oin Carbonear m),. 11earty support. 
rrho sa1ne complaint regarding travvls 
affects the District of I-Iarbor Grace, 
a11d in a fe\v clays \Ve \Vill probably 
have a similar petitio11 from that dis
trict. I beg to present a petitio11 from 
Shearsto1ivn on the subject 

Observance. It is along 

of Sunday 

tl1e same 
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line:J as those presented by me a fe\V 
da3rs ago fro1n Bay Roberts and Span
iard's Ba}''". I beg to give it my hearty 
support a11d ask that it lJe referred to 
the Department of tl1e Colonial Sec
retary 

MR. DOWN EY.--IY1r .. Spea1~'3r, I 
vvould ask permission to-day to pre
se111t t\vo very in1porta11t petitio11s that 
have been entrusted to me from the 
Codroy Valley. The first asks for an 
allocatio11 to build tl1ree and a half 
miles of agricultural road. In connec
tion \vith this petition tl1ose forward-
ing it ha .,.ve sent me some figures 
-vvhich I i.vot1ld like to read to the 
house, a11d \Vhich sho\v tli_e vital neces
sity to tl1eso people of tl1e constrt1c
ticn of ithis road. Th·2so figt1res don't 
en1trace the g·eneral agricultt1re of 
that section, but pertain exclusively 
to the extent of tl1e dead beef and 
live cattle interests. An idea of tl1e 
value of tl1ese can be gatl1ered fron1 
tl1e following figt1res, which have boon. 
sent, and for t11e a1Jsolute accuracy of 
\Vhich I can vouch. 
Ship1)2d by Searston Soci-

ety . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,000 lbs. 
Shipped by Codroy Society 46,171 Th s. 

Equ.al to--at 300 lbs. dres-
sed .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Searsto11 Society sold 
1 . a .... 1 v e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Codroy Societ~y sold aliv~e .. 

Total 

136,171 lbs. 

454 head 

60 head 
69 head 

583 11ead 

( 3) I11depondent dealers ship~ed as 
folloT"..,.rs ad(litional :-G. Kn0Tvvli11g

1 
sold 

deacl) 10:000 l)Ounds; ·w. TvicLean, 20,-
000 pou11ds; D. l\1clsaac sold dead 

' 
121,000 pcuncls; 80 head or 28,000 
pcunds. Total 179,000 pounds, or 90 
tons beef a::id i11utto11. 

~ 

Searston ancl Codroy Societies sold 
dead n1u~to11, 40,000 pou11ds, or 20 tons. 
rl'otal sales beef and lTil1tto11 eq11al to 

423,050 pounds or 211 tons; or 14 rail
\vay carloads of 15 tons eacl1. 

This l\1r. Spsaker is a considerable 
showing for a small section of the 
Codroy Valley in one industry alone, 
and shows the desirability of tl1e 
prayer of the l)etition being grantec1 
by tli_is Legislature. No doubt the peo
ple 11ave all the i1atural requirements 
for a large at~rict1l1tural industry in the 
-vvay of soil, climate and skill; but 
they 11ave been t1nfortunately handi~ 

capped by the laclr of communicating 
roads. The read to the statio11 is a 
climb of t"\vo and a half r11iles i111 a 
hill, '\Vitl1 a correspondi11g decline on 
the otl1er side. They have already a 
block road constrl1cted for three and 
one 11alf miles on an excellent grading 
and no\.v they ask for a~ allocation of 
$1,700 ~o complete tl1is road, vvhich 
-vvill connect the remoter parts with 
Little River station, and \Vill be on al-
1nost a level grading, and I am sure 
that the House vvill agree with me 
that this \vould be a conside·rable irn
l)rovement. I wot1ld ask tl1at this peti
tion be referred to the Department cf 
Public vVorks. 

I have also a petitio11 fron1 a num
ber of settlements on tl1e Port au Port 
Peninsula. 'I"he petition sets forth 
that those places are very badly off 
tl1rot.i.gh lack of any ra1)id n1eans of 
com11111nicc-:.tion, either t11rough postal 
or t2lcgrapl1ic GCr\-icc, so that it is in1-
1Jcssible to t~ansact a:::1y bt1siness of 
pros.::;ing in1p:: r ta:':co. 'The i1etitioners 
asl{ the legislature to co11strt1ct eleven 
miles of cc111mu11icQting road, and al
so for tho o:Jtablls~111ont of a tele
gra1)h office at Cl: :::i Bank Cov"'"C. I 
\vculcl ask tl1at tl1is petition be refer
red to tl10 Depart111ent of Public 
Works. 

HON. i\~ R. EM ERSON.-At the re
quest of His Honour tl1e Speaker I 
1)eg to pre;::;e11t a p8tition from North 
River, Port de Grave, aslcing for the 
Sl1n1 of $250 for tho Main Road at that 

I asl~ that tl1is petition be re-
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ferred to tl1e Departn1ent of Public 
Works. 

MR. MOULTON.-! beg to l)resent a 
petition fron1 Burgeo on tl1e subject of 
salmcn nets, asl{ing the Government 
to pass a la1.v prohibiting i)eople from 
putting herring nets in salmon berths. 
1,11e saln1on fishery is 011e of great 
value and jmportance to the country, 
and the fishermen sl1ould not be in
iterfered witb. I trust the Govern
ment will grant the request of the 
petitioners and pass a law prol1ibiting 
people from putting herring nets in 
salmon berths before the salmon fish
ery is over for at ~- ·2ast a mon.th. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 

the depart1ncnts to 1,vl1ich . they relate. 
MR. ROBERTS.-1\/fr. Speaker, I 

11a"\"'"e much l)leasuye in Sllpporting 
these 1)etitio11s. There is no dol1bt 
about 1tl1e reql1iren1ents of that por
tion of tl1e District. Last year the 
money for the reads 1,va8 sent out too 
late to be of any use i11 the District. 
I believe that this obtained in . otl1er 
parts of the cou11try and I hope it will 
not occur again. T'l1is is a speci~.J 

vote tl1at is asl{ed for and I trust that 
out of the large reven11es receivecl 
sufficient money -vvill be found to meet 
the requirements of the people of 
that part of the country. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
AND MINES.-I beg leave to present CUSTOl\llS laid on tl1c Table of :tho 
a petition fro1n Wesleyville, asking for 
the i)revention of seal fishery on Sun
day anrl also the landing of freight 
from the steamer. A number of peti
tions 11ave already been presen.teci ()tl 

this subject so I need not further ex
l)la~in them to the riouse. I beg that 
this rctition be received ancl referred 
to the depart111e11t to \Vhich it relates. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
TARY.-Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to 
present a petition from Northern 
Bight on the san1e subject as tl1e one 
just presented. I have already pre
sented and spolren to petitions on this 
matter and ask that it be recei~red and 
referred to the Department to which 
it relates. 

MR. CLIFT.-l\1r. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a i)etition from the 
inl1abitants of Luke's Arm, asking for 
the sum of $200 1to expend on the 
reads of that place. Also a l)etition 
fron1 Chance Harbor askin_g for the 
sum of .$200 to repair the main line 
co.nnecting Greater Chance Harbor 
witl1 Little Chance Harbor. The peti
tion points out tl1at the road is in a 
ruinous condition a11d I trust that an 
allocation will be inade for tho p11r
pose as asked. I have inuch pleasure 
in supporting these petitions and ask 
tl1at tl1ey be received and referrecl to 

l 

Hot1se t11e follo-\"ving· state111ents :-
Balance sheet Treasury Acco11nt for 

t~1e )~ear ended 30th June, 1911; Public 
Debt Account on 30th June, 1910-1911; 
Pt1blic vVorks Trust Fund, 1910-1911; 
Statement of Current Acco11nt, 1910-
1911; .L-ig·ricultural Bounties, Ju11e 
30th, 1911. 

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 
tabled tl1e account of expenditure in 
t11e District of Burin as asked for by 
the hon. nlem ber for that DiEtrict, 
1\,1 r. Gear. 

lVIr. Clapp gave Nctice of Question. 
l\1r. Kent gave Notice of Question. 
Mr. Devereaux gave Notice of Ques-

ticn. 

QUES·TI·ONS. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked tl1e 
Hon. Colonial Secretary· to lay on the 
table of tl1is House a certified copy of 
all pt1blic n1essages transmitted over 
the Governn1ent Telegraph lines to the 
011tports,and elsewl1ere,since tl1e con1-
mence1nent of the 1)resent Session of 
~l1e Legislat11re. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
l\1r. S1)eaker, to save tin1e, I table t11e 
criginals of tl1e messages asl{ed for 
by tl1e Rt. 11011. gentlen1an and \vould 
asl{ that tl1ey be ret11rned to JllE~ f:lJ" 
filin_g· purposes. 
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RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked tbe 
Hon. Colo11ial Secretary how many 
men are at present employed by the 
Railway Contractors, apart from Sec
tionme11, in clearing tl1e railway be
tween St. John's and Carbonear, and 
St. John's and Placentia, and if the 
Government Engineer considers that 
the said Contractors are en1ploying all 
necessary labor to e11su:r'e a ·s·peedy re
s11mption of traffic. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In reply to the Rt. Hon. member I beg 
to say that I am informed by the Gov
ernment Engineer that the last returns 
of men employed are no1t yet to hand. 
The latest information in his possess
ion deals with the 5th instant, when 
268 men were employed bet"\iveen St. 
John's and Carbonear, exclusive of 
Sectionmen, and 105 bet"\iveen St. 
John's and Placentia. As many as 338 
men bet"\iveen St. John's and Carbon
ear, and 180 n1en between St. John's 
and Placentia, have recently been em
ployed on these lengths. In reply to 
the second part of the question, which 
is some"\ivhat indefinite, the Govern
ment E11gineer informs me that he 
has no reason to depart from the 
broad opinion alread)" expressed by 
him. 

MR. KENT asked the JVIinisiter of 
Public Works to lay on the table of 

. the House a statement in detail, giv
ing names of parties, a1nounts paid 
and pu.rposes of each payment 'in con
nection with ithe Smallpox Observation 
I-Iospital erected last spring on Quidi 
Vidi Road; also a statement in detail 
shovving the amount realized by the 
sale thereof, giving names of pur
cl1asers, iten1 purcl1ased, and amount 
paid in eacl1 case. 

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 
-The sjtatement is being prepared. 

MR. KENT asked tl1e Hon. Colonial 
Secretary to lay on the table of tl1e 
House copies of (1) Pamphlet for Fes
tival of Empire compiled by Hon. P. T. 
l\icGrath, for "\Vhich he vvas paid $300. 

(2) Manusct·ipt New Boole for which 
D. W. Prowse, Esq., I(.C., C.lVI.G., was 
lJaid $500. (3) Evidence and Report 
of the l\1arine Court of E11qu.iry into 
the loss. of the ·S.S. 'Bruce,' in Marett 
last. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETP~RY.
(1) I table here,vith the six pa1nphlets 
compiled by Hon. P. T. McGratl1 for 
the Festival of Empire, and desire to 
say that the amount paid Mr. McG-rath 
for these pamphlets ($50 each) was 
tl1e same as lJaid him by Sir Robert 
Bo11d for similar work wl1en he 'vas ii1 
office. (2) The late Government in 
.1908 arranged to pay Judge Prowse the 
st1n1 of $400.00 for bringing his I-Iis
tory of N evvfoundland up to date, for 
the use of plrutes, and for editing ancl 
prepari11g the 'vork for the press. In 
1910 the present Governn1ent agreed 
to pay him $100 in full .as Editor, in 
order to bri.ng the Newfoundland 
Guide Book up to date, and for tl1e 
use of plates. I table l1ere\.vi1th a copy 
of tl1e Guide Bool{, but tl1e n1anuscript 
of the History ·is at present in tl1e 
11ands of the .Printers i11 Lendon. (3) 
The evidence a11d repolit of tl1e Mar
ine Court of Enquiry into the loss of 
the S.S. B.ruce, is being copied, -and I 
hope to table the papers at tho next 
sitting. 

MR. KENT asked t110 1\:Iinister of 
l\!farine and Fisheries to lay on the 
table of the House a statement sl10'\v
ing tl1e· amount expended on l\!Iarine 
Works during the financial year 1910-
11 and during the curre11t financial 
year to date, i1~ each case giving the 
amount of such expenditure made i11 
each of the Electoral Districts of the 
Colony, and also specifying in every 
case the vote out of wl1ich each such 
expenditure \Vas i11ade. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In the absence of tl1e Minister of 
l\1arine and Fisl1eries I beg· rto say 
that the staten1ent is being prepared. 

1\1 R. KE NT asl{ed the Minister of 
Fi11ance to lay 011 tl1e table of the 

• 
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House a stateme11t showi11g tl1e gross 
amount of Revenue of tl1e Colo11y 
from all sources for the financial year 
1910-11 and to date. 

. HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-Mr. Speaker, the state
n1ent is being prepared. 

The Cl1airman from the Committee 
of the \¥hole on Supply reported a 
llesolution, wl1ich was read a first 
time, as follo\vs :-
I>ublic Debt, l\!fanagement 

and Exchan;ge . . . . . . . .. $12,000.00 
The said Resolution being read a 

second tin1e, it vvas moved that the 
House concur with the Committee 
thereon, and tl1e said Resolution was 
agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 
Pursuant to Order and on motion of 

Hon. Minister of Finance, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the 
\:Vhole on Supply. 

lVIr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Parso11s itook the Chair of 

Co1nn1ittee. 
MR. CLI FT.-1\lfr. Chairman may I 

ask -vvhat that $1,000 for Museun1 re
quirements is for? Is it for specimens? 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-Yes. 

MR. KENT.-Mr. Chairman in con
nection with tl1e vote to the Govern
n1ent Engineer Department I think it 
011ly right to draw the attention of 
the Co111mittee to the fact that no in
for1nation has bee11 furnished or made 
public regarding surveys and inspec
tion of the railway. It appears from 
the statement made in the Press and 
to the Colo11ial Secretary by the Gov
ernment E11gineer that the railw~y 11as 
not been inspected for the past three 
Jrears and tl1at since tl1at time no re
port 11as been made as to the rolling 
stocl{ and other conditions of the rail
way. Just at presen1t as \Ve ki1ow a 
great deal of attention is centred unon 

~ 

the condition of the railway. Things 
are in a n1ost unsatisfactory condition 
and as tl1ere is no ·report upon tl1e c-0n
ditio11 of the sy-stem some infor1nation 

1 
• 

' 

011g'l1t to be laid before· tl1is House, so 
... 

tl1at tl1e members may · be in ·~ a posi-
tion to know tl1e trutl1 of tl1is 
prese11t stoppage o~ tl1e \vl1ole systen1 . 
If tl1ere was proper inspection and ·a 
p.roper annual .report ·during . tl1ese 
years, tl1e p11blic 'vould' be able to 
judge '"~hetl1er or not tl1e line is ft1lly 
ef1uipped according to tl1e contra.ct 
and wl1ether it is sufficiently ec1uippecl 
to ov~erco·me the difficulties of the 
winter. Tl1ere is not one r ;eport upon 
tl1ese matters since the present Gov-• . 

ernrnent ·ca.me into po,ver. vve. ·a.re 
unable to say "\Vitl1 any satis.faction 
\\rl1at is tl1e· cause of tl1e present stop
pag·e of tl1e entire, freig·h t and mail 

sys tern, tl1e tying up of tl1e tra.de of 
tl1e country and the tying· 11p· o~ trans
portation. I tl1ink it n1ay be seen from 
tl1e letters, of tl1e Government En
g"i11eer by · a. person read~ng b~tween 
tl1e iines that tl1e line is not ec1uipped 

.. 

sufficie11tl3' , to meet t11e ordinary sno'\V 
storn1s tl1at \Ve 11a\re 11ere every 3rear 
and tl1at vvhe.n tl1ese ratl1er unusual 
conditions occur tl1e ec1uipment is ut
tetly inadequate to c.ope· witl1 tl1e~n. 

vV11at 'is the use of g·oing :on building 
brancl1 railways, spe.nding lar.g·e an1- .1 

ounts of money if: tl1e inain line is 
blocked up witl1 snow for tl1ree montl1s 
of t11e ye.a.r .for wa11t of proper ec1uip·~ . 
ment. A railway is only of ser\rice if 

it is operated ali tl1e· time. In Cana·da 
wl1ere tl1e same winter conditions pre
vail tl1e roa.ds 11a ve not been tied up 
more tl1a.n a day or so. And 11ere :()r 

over a ·n1.ontl1 tl1e wl1ole tr~ansp.orta:tion 

system l+as. been practically closec.1. I 
bring the matter before the !louse 
now because I think it is the duty of 
rtl1e Government Inspector to inspect 
tl1e line every )··ear a11d re1)ort f11lly 
on its condition. Provision is i11ade 
in the Contract t11at the Contractor 
shall place at tl1e service of the Engin
eer a rtrain for the pur1)ose of inspec
tion. 111 · 1909 it \Vas i11spected. Tl1is 

• 
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is a n1ost unsatisfactory condition of 
affairs and one tl1at should be brot1gl1t 
before the committee. If the Govern.
me11t Engineer l1as itoo much to do in 
11is ciepartment then 11e ougl1t to divide 
tl1e work -vvitl1 one of tl1e other de-, 

partments or i11crease tl1e nurnber of 
officials in 11is office. . But if' we are 
g·oing on to bt1ild rail\vays \Ve ough·t 
to have proper inspection: We are 
building rail\Va}rs for the benefit of the 
country not for tl1e benefit of the 
Contractor. I thinlt tl1ere ought to be 
ins1)ection of the rolling stock and 
equipment and the manner of opera
tion and the report sl1oulcl be laid be
fore the Ho11se -vvithin a vveek of the 
opent11g of rthe session. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-Mr. Chairman, I ''rould just like to 
say one worc1 in reply. The wl1ole 
question raised b)T the 11011. member 
11as ·received a great deal of public at
tention during· the past t'\.vo or three 
n1onths 01v.lng to the blockade \Vhicl1 

' 
11as been caused by rthe very unusual . 
''leather. Tl1ere has bee11 no regular 
ii1spectior1 of the railvlay during the 
1)ast t\-vo years, but "'-e all lrno"'\v vvhat 
that inspection n1eans and what it has 
n1eant. It mea,ns t l1at the permanent 
Inspector has to be conversant \Vith 
every bit of the rollin·g stock and 
cqu-ir·ment on the -line. This he can do 
'\'Vithout ever leaving St. John's. He 
can inspect 1the -vvhole rolling· stock and 
equipment of the railway without · leav
ing St. Jol1n's at all. But everyone 
l{IlC\VS tl1at inspection of the line is 
r1ot so much inspectio11 of equipment 
and rolling s·tock but inspection of 
the road bed. If you take up the re
ports of Mr. Burchell made during the 
years that he -vvas permanent Inspector 
you will find that during l1is inspec
tion his time \Vas entirely devotecl rto 
tl1e bed of t11e read a11d. to tl1e avoid
ance of accic1ents . ancl to the neglect 111 
lreeping the road llP to stanclard. ·vv e . 
are singularly fort11nate in relation to 
accidents. I mean that no,vadays ac-

cidents from defective road beds, 
track-jumping c;tnd washouts and all 
the other difficulties arising out of 
failure in keeping the bed of the road 
llP to t11e s1tandard are very rare in
deed. N O\V if these facts are correct 
then it is 011ly reasonable to assun1e 

• tl1at the Governn1ent Engineer is un
cler no necessity to carry out an inspec
tion of the road bed every year, be
•cause year by year the road bed is 
made more perfect. If this- is so, if 
in1provements are being made, if ne"'\v 
ct1lverts are added and new bridges 
added there is no need for this annual 
inspection. And vve must understand 
that the co·ntrac1tor has to operate this 
road for fifty years and that it is his 
best business interests more than any
one else's to preve11t vvasl1ouits and 
keep the line in the best possible con
dition for his locomotives. So that if 
nothing ''rhatever \.Vas done, if vve 
were not to compel him, if the Gov
ernment did not move in the matter at 
all, 11is own interests \·vould operate to 
make him keep the line in proper or
der. But vve lrnow ourselves that ev
ery )rear there are new impro"'{ements 
along the li11e so that last year we 
find that with fe"\v exceptions the ex
press arrtved ancl left on time and that 
in the running of the \Vl1ole 600 miles 
accidents were very rare indeed. All 
this g·oes to show that this inspection 
of the road bed is not so irnpor.tant or 
necessary as that of the rolling stock. 
Well no\·\r what are the facts in rela· 
tion to tl1at? Every part of it passes 
through St. Joh11's at one time or an
other. And the Government Inspector 
11as inspected every ·eng·ine and boile,r 
along the line, so that as far as the 
equipment and rolling stock is concern
ed \Ve have had as efficient inspection 
of evrery part of the equipment as it 
t11e annual ins,pection 11ad been carried 
out. 

"\Ve do not require inspection to 
kno\V \vhether there is enough equip
n1ent on the line. We can find that 
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out witl1out the Governn1ent Engineer 
leaving his office, because we have a 
complete list of every engine, every 
carriage and every car on tl1e line,. We 
l1a ve a cletailed list, and we are a ware 
of the co11dition of every piece of roll
ing stock. This has been an unusual 
year. I consider that we have been 
singularly fortunate in .that since the 
cross-country route has been establish
ed only on one or two occasions has. the 
line been blocked for a month or two 
in tl1e "'\Vi11ter, as at present. l it is only 
once or t\vice that we have 11ad to run 
the Bruce to Placentia for two or three 
montl1s o'\-ving to a blockade of ithe 
cars. vVhen this railvvay 'vas built ev
erybody expected it to be blocked for 
months e'rery w1nter. In the contract 
of 1898 there is a special provision for 
running the Bruce from Placentia 
when rthe line is blocl{ed, and a special 
subsidy provided for her. It 'vas ex
pected to be not the exception but the 
rule. Fortunately it is not so. I con
sider it i1othing short of a miracle :that 
we are able to operate that line to 
Port aux Basques winter after \vinter 
i11 the way Vire do. The member for 
St. J ol1n's East said rthis sort of thing 
does not occur in Canada. Well, in 
1904 I was in Truro for 10 days, kept 
there by snow; and that "'~as on the 
I.C.R., where yot1 can almost see from 
station to station, because tl1e n1em
bers up. rthere give out stations as they 
used here to give out sheep a few 

· years ago; and every station equipped 
\vith everytl1ing necessary. And in the 
end I had to go back to Halifax and 
take a boat to get down to St. John's. 
Now rthat is an instance that I recol-,, 
lect n1yself, and that was on the In-
tercolonial Rail\vay, that cost $120,000 
a mile when our railway only cost 
$15,000. And there are roads being 
built in Canada to-day that cost 
$150,000 per mile. 

MR. KENT.-That is only in the 
n1ou11tain section of the transcontin
entaJ rail,vay. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-That is so. There is not a railway 
i11 England but cost £ 30,000 a mile. 
In other countries you fill in lakes, you 
<."nt down hills. you make deep cut
tings; but we have got severe curve-s 
and steep gradients. And the equip· 

• m.ent of t11e road is on the same scale. 
vv,~ are expecting too much rar what 
we pay, and if we kept that a bit 
mor~ in mind there would be less un
fair criticising. There are 500 men 
working to-day trying to open up that 
line, and they are costing the con
tractor three or four thousand dol
lars a week. No amount of inspection, 
not even a "\Veekly inspection, of the 
road and equipment could possibly 
keep a road open under the conditions 
we have· 11ad this winer. It is the act 
of God; which could not be conten1-
plated, could not be guarded against, 
could not be gotten over. The condi
tions are abnormal. There are mer
chants in the to,vn owning ice-break
ing steamers that want to get down 
north to get ·their crews and they 
have tried and they cannot get past 
Cape St. Francis. And what is true 
on the sea is true on the land. 

MR. DOWNEY.-Mr. Chairman, I 

sho11ld like to ma.ke a few remark.s su.p
plementary to what the Premier has 
just said. I want to spealr from per
sonal experience regarding the condi
tions along th.at line. We have in this 
country 65_0 miles of narrow gauge 
line ai1d I very much question whether 
in any otl1er country in North Am
erica such a system could have been 
operated in winter. Under the condi
tions we have here it would be hung 
up four months every winter. There 
is no comparison between a broad 
.gauge and .a narrow gauge as regards 
the use of snow fighting appliances. 
The present condition of affairs is 
largely due to an accident, which 
caused delay, duri11g which the line . 
became iced up; and a second fall of 
sno\v covered up the ice.. A man 'vl10 
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110\V tried to rush engines an.d plo-vvs 
over those ice·-covered rails to clear 
the sno-vv off them ,-vould be guilty of 
110111icide. ·He \vould probably sacri
fice the lives of the men in the plows 
and engines. Tl1ree years ago we had 
a s11ovv fall and blockada of three 
\veel{S; yet in Canada, witl1 son1e of 
tl1e best equipped b.r·oad gaug·e, _roa.ds, 
their blockade las1ted six weeks. If 
ou,r narrow gaug·e system were in a.ny 
other country in North America, in
stead of weeks it wol1ld be hung up 
tl1ree months in ever)r winter. These 
conditions, tl1ough perliaps abRor'mal, 
2.re liable to recur any year; and 
tl1ose who n1ight require it should lay 
in sufficient supplies to carry then1 
tl1rough; if they · do not it sho--vvs -vva11t 
of judgment or foresight on their 
part. I 11ave ki10-iv\rn si111ilar conditions 
a fe\v years l)ack, and I should have 
1tl1ougl1t that the _ lesson they -vvere 
taught then \Vould have been remem
bered. People who have not actually 
been throt1gh tl1em can 11ardly realize 
"\vhat these conditio11s are. It is rank 
injustice to l1old tl1e railway contract
ors or their employees responsible for 
this condition of things. We have to 
thanl{, not the co11tractors, but the 
qualities of end11rance of their em
l)loyees, the labourers of this country, 
for the fact that any parit of the road 
is kept open at all; and the thanks of 
this Legislature and the community at 
large are due to those labourers for 
1their devotion to the interests of their -
employers a11d of tl1e public. 

I remember an occasion \vhen I my
self was fron1 two o'clocl( on Monday 
to te11 o'clock on Friday getting over 
a few miles of road, and again an oc· 

-

casion when it took me 36 hours to 
cover 41h iniles. No one except those 
\Vho have experienced it could imag·ine 
the sufferings tl1e men engaged i11 ithis 
~v\rork, go through for their paltry dol
lar and a quarter a day. It is n1ore 
tl1a11 ordinary labour; at times it 
i11ea11s the sacrifice- of life and limb. 

If these men fail to keep the line open 
it is because tl1e conditions are sucl1 
that it is im1)ossiple for human nature 
to overcome them. 

MR. K ENT.-Mr. Chairman, I should 
like to add just one '\vord in reply on 
tl1is subject. l\1y reference to the \Vant 
of a report has dra -vvn . from the Pre
mier 1tl1e statements vvhicl1 he has just 
gi·'\Ten us. I can only say I do not 
agree with \vhat he 11as saicl regarding 
what constitutes inspection of a rail
way. It ghould include the inspection 
of everything that n1a.lres up the rail· 
way as a g·oing conce_rn. 'fhat tb is i~ 
ho-vv it was contemplated under the 
contract \Vill be clear to the Rt. Hon. 
gentleman if he will refer to the con
tract of 1898, section 7, 'vhich pro
vides 1that the contractor shall pro
vide a, special trai11 for the inepection 
by the Government Engineer. That 
inspection does not refer to the road 
becl only. It should include an exam
ination of the road bed all over the 
line, but also an examination of the 
stations, the rolling . stock, the whole 

. ~ystem a.s a working concern, and the 
manner in which the trains are run 
and operated. Section · 2 defines vvhat 
is meant by "railway" under the . con-

, 1tract. First of all it refers to the 
usual items, traclr, road bed, bridges, 
telegraphs, water service, ma.chine 
shops, rolling stock and so on. "fhat 
is the "r&ilway" tl1e Government En
g·ineer is obliged to inspect annually; 
and • my rema.-rks were directed prin
cipally to the fact that we have no in
formation officially regarding the 
cause of the blockade tl1at at present 
exists throughout the Colony, wheth
er it could 11ave been prevented by 
foresight on the part of · the contract
ors or by a little insistence on the part 
of the Government, or 'vhether it is 
the act o! God, over 'vhich the con
tractors had no control I mysel! ha.p .. 
pened to be on tl1e line at the begin· 
i1ing of this blockade; I vvas t'vo day~ 
at Brigus Junction. It \Vas in n1y 
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opi11ion tJ.<)'t necessary for us to be 
there. If soft vveather and then frost 
had come during those two days to 
freeze up the railway in the condition 
described by the member for St. 
Georg·e's, ,,.e \vo11ld be at Brigus 
Junction still. vVe left St. Jol1n's for 
Brigus on Saturday evening and go1t 
through to Brigus Junction without a. 
stop other than the usual stations. 
The same evening a train came 
through from Harbour Grace, and ar
riv'ed at Brigu3 Junction a short time 
before us. Thus the whole line vvas 
open that day. The two trains were 
s,ide by side at Brigus Junction and re
mained there until Monday morning . 

• 

vve then \Vent through to Brigus with-
out n1eeting any delay whatever. Dur
ing those t\vo da:ys there \Vas no ef
fort made to clear the line, althougl1 
there were there at Brigus Junction 
t\vo engines a11d a plough. These are 
personal experiences. No\v I -vvould 
like to see a ft1ll and detailed report 
as to the cause of the present block
ade. vVe had a report fron1 the En
gineer on the delays in the main ser
vice · to whicl1 I am referri11g, prepared 
since the event, and the only found
ation 11e gives for his stateme11t that 
overythi11g vvas being done rthat could 
be done was tl1e contractor's own re
turn of trains run. That is not a suf
ifiicient basis for the report. S ucl1 an 
enquiry should be impartial and inde
pendent. I think thart a regular report 
ougl1t to be inade. It is no answer to 
a request for a report to say that you 
'vill get no nlore inforn1ation than you 
11ave at present; to say that the En
gineer can see tl1e rolling stock when 
it conies to St. Johr1's. How are vve to 
l{now wl1etl1er he does or not? To 
lc>ol{ at an e11gine or car when it comes 
to St. John's is not such an inspection 
as the people of rth:i~ country have a 
right to expect of such .a property as 
tl~e rail,vay. No doubt wl1en the rails 
cnce got iced. up in tl1eir present con
dition it made it difficult for t he con-

l . 

tractor to open up the rail,vay . again 
for traffic. Whether proper foresight 
or exertion vvould have avoided it I 
am not in a position rto say. That is 
wl1at I complain of. If the work being 
done in tl1e Government Engineer's 
office is too inuch for it, there are 
:Plenty of clerk3 in allied departme11ts 
wl10 inight be utilized Ito assieit him. 

MR. CLIFT.-Mr. Chairman, I should 
j11st like to say that I have this mo
ment received a telegraph message ,in 
connection with the matter before the 
Committee, which I vvill read; per
haps the Government will talre so1ne 
steps to see whetl1er the asserrtion is 
true or not. The message reads: "Un
derstand no cross cou11try train con
templated. Urge Government force 
Reid send passe11ger and freight train, 
road prac1tically clear to Millertown 
Junction, signed Grand Falls." No 
name is attached. I would aslr wheth
er it is true that it is 11ot contemplat
ed tc send a cross country train out? 
And w1hether the road is clear? I do 
not profess to be able to express an 
opi11ion as to 'vhether this condition of 
affairs is avoidable or not; but it 
seems to me that it the Government 
Engineer made an annual inspection, 
vvhich he is required to make he would 
have been in a position to state wheth
er tl1e rail\vay is sufficiently equipped 
vvith rolling stoclr and snow fighting 
appliances to cope with conditions and 
maintain the railway service. He 
would have been able to see whether 
there were · sufficient snow fighting 
appliances. Then if he said there 
were. but they were over·come by 
the unusual snow- falls, that would be 
a condition of things for which the 
contractors could not be blamed. How
e1.rer, I would ask the Colonial Secre
tary to n1ake enquiries into the mat
ter. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
1ir. Chairman, in reply to t11e hon. 
ine1nber I nlay sa.y rthat I sl1all be glad 
to make enquiries as to tl1e condition 

I 
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of the line. -But it is abst1rd to say 
that it is contemplated to cease opera
tion or rthe cross-col1ntry line, As 
soon as possible a train will be sent 
across country. The information con
tained in telegrams of this sort is very 
often not reliable. A member of this 
House about tvvo days ago received a 
telegram from Bishop's Falls stating 
that 500 men were at Grand Falls, 
Bishop's Falls and Millertown, desiring 
to take passage to St. John's. I tele
graphed to the magistrate at Grand 
Falls rto make enquiries. He reported 
tl1at after enquiring at the three places 
he found there were not more than 
4:0 men; t11at was the figure the 500 
dwtndled down to. So thait telegrams 
of this kind are not to be taken too 
seriously. 

MR. ROBERTS.-I am sure that ev
ery man who has been north of St. 
John's during the present winter must 
be fully convinced that there has been 
no effort made to open the railvvay 
line north of· Brigus Junction. I have 
received information from different 
parties that the line is blocked at the 
present time owing 1to the fact that 
there was no precaution taken to have 
it kept open. The only section of the 
line that is now open is that between 
Poi:it aux Basques and Bay of I~ands 
and that is open because of the fore-

. . 

sight of the foreman of that section 
vvho removed the snow fences, and 
co11sequently the sno\v drifted over 
tl1e. line out of the 'vay of himself ' and 
ithose working under him. I do not 
know whether the filing of an annual 
report ·by the Government Engineer 
would be beneficial or not but it ap
pears that there has been no deter
mined effort on his part to have rthe 
line kept open north. I do not wish 
to disclose the names of those who 
have given me the information to 
which I have referred but I think ev
erybody will agr·ee that more miigh t be 
done to help the people of the outports 
who are in need of freight and who 

-
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11ave received no n1ails in many in-
stances during the past two months. 
I tllink that tl1e pre-eent blockade 
might have been averted it proper :rore
sig·ht had been sho,vn for I crossed 
the country on the 23rd January, on 
the last train, I think, which crossed 
over the countrJ'· Any man that 
knows anything about railroad \vork · 
knows that there is not sufficient roll
ing stock on the line to keep -half of 
it open. I repeat, sir, that I do not 
believe there has bee11 any determin
ed effoiit made to open up the road 
and that is a state of affairs t11at
should be improved. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
In reply to the remarks o! my hon. 
friend, the member !or T\villingate, I 
would like to :point out that it is very 
easy for us to sit here and settle aJl 
the. points in connection with k.eeping 
the road open; in fact, if we drop into 
8.ny of the clubs we shall find those 
·who could tell us how the whole dif
ficulty could be avoided and hovv 
trains could be run every day. How
ever, it is a far different matter when 
the work has actually to be done, !or 
if rthe line could be cleared by the re
ceiving of reports we would have them 
here and there would be no further 
trouble. The hon. member complains 
that the Government has no official in
formation as to the present blo_cl{ade 
but what does he \van1t to have, Have 
we not evidence that can be seen very 
clearl)r by all? I, n1yself, left St. 
John's for Bonavista on February 15th, 
a short time before the present block
ade and although it was nort stormy 
when we left the city we could see 
that the cuts were being filled in by 
drifting snow and in some places the 
snovv was higher than the . trai11. In 
other sports the snow was t\vo, !our or 
six feet deep althougl1 no fresh snow 
fell. It merely drifted along the bar
rens and filled up the track almost as 
soon as it was cleared. When we left 
St. John's we expected to arrive at 
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Clarenville on rtime but as a matter of 
!act w~ did not reach there till Sat
urday morning. · We then· found· that 
the Bona vista branch 'vas clear and 
\Ve arrived at Bonavista some rtime 
cluring ·the afternoon. It snowed all 
day Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. On 
\7\/ ednesday and part of Thursday it 
\vas soft a11~~ then the wind veered to 
the north west and it became frosty. 
On Friday we -vvalked to Elliston and 
\Ve found that everything was frozen 
solid. The next day we walked along 
fot1r or five miles of the track be
t\veen t11e half-way ho·use a11d Catalina 
and \Ve could see rthat it would be 
son1e time before it would be pos
sible to have the service in proper 
order again. We l\:now the kind of 
'veather we have had since then and 
,·ve hear from reports sent to the Gov
ernment that the men employed on 
the line cannot stand the frost and 
snow prevalent t11ere. They have to 
\vork under very trying circumstances 
and the \veather has been such that 
as soon as the line is cleared it fills up 
again. The fault is not the contract
or's. He certainly does not \Vant the 
lines blocked up for it stops the earn
ing power of his service and he has to 
pay extra expenses all the time rthe 
lir1e is blocked. l\'Iy hon. friend has 
referred to the Bay of Islands branch 
but I cannot agree witl1 the· explana
tion \Vhich he has given for the line 
being open there, for I have made en
quiries and I have found that the fall 
there has not been as heavy as it has 
bee11 on this side of the island and fur
ther,, tl1e snow was lighter than we · 
have been having·. Usually there are 
very heavy falls of snow in the vicin
ity of Bay of Islands but if my hon. 
frie11d \Vill malte enqt1iries he vvill find 
tl1at there has been verJr little sno\v 
there t11is winter and for that reason 
it l1as been possible to keep the line 
open from Bay of Islands to Port aux 
Basques. 

I should say that t11e -vvinter in this 

~ 
' • 
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part of the island has been the hard
est -vvinter 1that we have had si.nce 1883. 
I ren1ember the winter of 1882 . very 
well, for I visited parts of Conception 
Bay then and to my mind it is tl1e only 
vvinter that can com:pare with rthe. pre
sent. I ag·ree -vvith my friends oppqsite 
that everyt}1ing possible should be 
done to lteep the lir1es 011en and I can 
assure the public that we have done 
all in our povver 1to have that done and 
the company has never put anything 
in our -vvay but has used its best ef
fort to that end. 

As to rolling stock, it is not for me 
to say an"jrrtl1ing on this for vve should 
have expert opinion on a matter like 
that. The report of the Government 
Engineer· is perfectly correct and -vvill 
give all information necessary on that 
point. I shall be very glad when the 
line is opened for there must be a 
great deal of traffic held up·· that all 
the _ 1)eople are interested in. The 
sooner tl1is can be handled the better 
will everybod.Y be pleased. 

MR. KE NT.-I \.VOUld lil'\:e to say 
just one vvord in reply to the 11on. 
gentlen1an. I think he has actually 
pointed to the fact which renders . it 
necessary tl1at a report from some ex- · 

•. 

pert · source upon the railway system 
sl1ould be annually laid upon the table 
of the Hot1se \vl1en he states rthat 11e 
cannot express any opinion on the 
rolling stock of the contractors btit 
th.at it is to an expert that we should 
look for such an opinion. It is the ab
sence of that expert opinion \Vl1ich led 
me to draw the atte11tion of ithe com
mittee to the fact at the beginning of 
this debate. It is manifes1tly true that 
we cannot k11o"T ... - vvithout . such assist
ance the causeb which led to the pre
sent blockade, for we oug·ht to kee11 
distinct the blockade and the condition 
of the rail\vay that might have led up 

. I 

to it. Now that the blockade is here 
tl1e contractors are doing all th_ey can 
Ito ren1ove it, but m"j.r point is tha't we 
do not kno\v if before the blockade the 

-
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line was properly equipped to cope 
with the snow storms that come upon 
us every winter. 'Ve 11ave nothing be
fore us to show if the line \Vas p.ro
perly equipped or not The hon. men1-
ber says further rthat one can obtain 
from the Government Engineer's re ... 
port all the information tl1at he may 
require on the matter. These reports 
are l1seless unless they are acted upon. 
My opinion or ~fr. Hall is thrut he is a 
very capable official who is well quali
fied to inform us. of the causes that 
led to the blockade and such i11forma
tion sl1ould be given ·us. I draw the 
attention o:r the committee no1t to the 
fact that i10 effort is being made now 
to clear the line, for there may be ef
forts., all kinds of e:rtorts, but to the 
fact that we have nothing to sho-vv us 
upon whom the blame should be placed 
for the existence of the present block
ade at all. If tl1e blockade could 
l1ave been avoided by any action on 
ithe part of the contractor or the Gov
ernment one of them should receive 
the blame for it. If the contractor has 
not the rolling stock necessary to 
operate the line, the Government 
should look into the matter and tl1ey 
are more culpable still if they have no 
report from which they can ascertain 
if the contractor is in a position to 
ward off a blockade or not. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
Personally, I am not going to take any 
blame in the matter. My friend, Mr. 
Roberts, said something to the ef!ect 
that he did not tl1ink the conditio11 or 
the line was as bad as reported. I 
would like to read rto 11im an extract 
from to-day's Evening Telegram, !or 
while my hon. friend may not have 
much faith in the report of the Gov
ernment Engineer I am sure he will 
believe what appears in the Telegram. 
It reads: 

''The express from l\1illerto-vvn J unc
tion, whicll was exactly 21 days going 
and returning rto the city, as well as 
the belated special from Avondale, ar-

rived here at 6 a.m. to-day with a 
large number o! sealers and other pas
sengers. Millertown 'Vas left 14 days 
ago "\Vith the two rotaries ahead and 
about 40 men sho·v·elling the drifrts 
which blocked the line. Eight of the 
best engines on t .. ,e road were at the 
service of the train~two to each rot
ary, two engines and a push plow 
with the train, and two engines 'vith 
a special which \vorked along in that 
section. There were ten first class -
and fourteen . second class passengers 
in the cars, and 156 sea.lers joined 
rthem at Avondale when the express 
reached there. Sunday, two weeks -ag·o, the whole outfit was hung llP un-

, 

til Tuesday owing to a terrific sno\v 
storm, and they did not reach Port 
Blandford until Tuesday morning. 
The men along the road 11ad terrible 
drifts to contend with, and the snow 
becoming hard and in many cases ice 
forming on the rails, one of the rotar
ies l1ad six of its blades broken as they 
-vvhirled around in clearing the ice and 
snow. Another had five smashed. So 
heavy v1ere the cuts that sometimes it 
took the rotaries t'\vo days t.) r11n 3 ~/~ 
and 4 miles, and the oldest train hands 
never experienced the like before. 
Along one section of the line to the 
distance of nine telegraph poles the 
snow was piled to the height of 25 
feet, and from 10 to 15 feet was the 
experience in the cuts right along. 
They arrived at Placentia Junction on 
Sunday last. All along, besides shovel
ling the snow the men had to work 
picks and shovels ito get the ice off 
the tracks, and daily the two big rot
aries slid over the ice and off the 
rails, causing much delay. S11ow 
storms and heavy frost was the ex;>eri
ence all through and quite a number 
ot the men were badly frostbitrten 
about the ears, hands and !ace. ; A 
number of men came out from the 
lumber camps, having quit· \Vork, there 
being too much s110\v and frost !or 

comfort. The rotaries, vvhich are now 
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hero, are bei11g repaired at the ·R. N. 
Co. sl1ops." 

Novv, sir, I would asl\: the hon. mem-
. ber for T\villingate as a practical man 
\Vl1at he \vould .do under these circum:
&tances. If 11e will g·ive us any in
formation upon tl1is point we shall be 
very glad to pas,g it 011 but the whole 
thing is unreasonable and merely an 
attempt to see if by any chance the 
blame can be pl1t on us. \Ve. leave it 
to the con1mon sense of tl1e people to 
say whether anJrthing more could be 
done than what has been done. It is 
in1possible !or men to vvork under the 
circumstances that those working on 
the lines during the present winter 
have had to contend with. I can guar
antee that my hon. fri.end, Mr. Dwyer, 
'vho lives a short distance in the 
country and who can remember n1ore 
vvinters rthan I can, will say that this 

be done in other. sections. 'l"'he mat-
. : . 

ter 11as i1ot been attended to in tl1e 
proper -vvay. There are only tvvo rot
aries on tl1e line and .at. the p·resen t 
time botl1 of these are in St. John's. 
If a further sno\v storm comes on, 
they vrill not be of half the service that 
they might be i! one \Vas at each end 
of the line. Is tha.t any vvay to deal 
\vi th the blockade? It is trl1e that in 
some places the sno\v may be tvventy
five feet deep but that vvill be !or fifty 
or a hu11dred yards only. Over the 
greater part of the line tl1ere is i10 
great depth of snow but even where it 
is very heavy it can be removed if 
there is an earnest effort made to re
move it. 

MR. CLI FT.-In regard to tl1e de
partmental building now in the course 
of construction in Hr. Grace, might I 
ask ''hen it is expected to have the 

winter has been a very exceptional building con1pleted and what condi--
one. I know I have never seen a wint
er during \vhich as much snow has 
fallen. 

MR. ROBE RTS.-I do not wish to 
put the blame of the matter on the 
Government unduly but I do say that 
conditions are worse than they should 
be. I do not know anything of the re
port in to-day's Telegram, but I pre
sume it is correct i11 inost of its details. 
Ho\vever, I \Vould rather be in posses
sion o! some information from 11on1e. 
If it \Vere a matter of life and death I 
could not reach home a11d there are 
thousands of people \Vho live north of 
Brig·t1s Junction in t11e same position. 
I \Vant tl1e line to be ope11ed up as 
soon a,s l)OSsible. My reasons are per
sonal perhaps, but I think e-v~ery effort 
ot1g·iJ:1t to be rnacle. I do not thinl{ the 
co11ditio11s stated in the Teleg·ram are 
general. \Vhen I crossed the Topsails 
there \'las sno\v there the11 and there 
11as been snow si11ce; in fact, in one 
place the snow was twenty-five feet 
deep on the 23rd .January. Still, we 
passetl over all right and .the road was 
kept open. What ·~.ras done then could 

' , 

tion is it in now? 
HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 

CUSTOMS.-It is expected ithat the 
building will be con1pleted in ~\.ugust 
next. 

MR. CLI FT.-Mig·ht I ask for s.on1e 
explanation as to the vote for the Ad· 
miralty survey and what necessit~ 

there is ito provide an office for the 
surveyor? 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-ln 
reply to my learned friend I may say 
that up to last year the Elinor, tl1e sur
veying ship belonging to the British 
Govt., . had her headqt1arters in 
Halifax and she has been doing sur
vey work in the neighborhood of Ne~v
foundland !or the l)ast t\v·e11ty years. 
A portion of that time vv-as spent on 
the Newfoundland coast not purely for 
our benefit but n1ore in the nature of 
a s11rvev of Newfoundland \vaters for 

~ 

~he advantage o! Canadian trade and 
traffic. Nearly the whole of the wat
ers from Bonne Bay to the Straits 
vvere surveyed a11d cha.rted by her, so 
that all the steamers or the great 
lines, \Vhich travel along that coast, 

• 
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n1ight do so with confidence. This 
\Vas done without cost to tl1e Colony 
just as the Canadian Government l1as 
erected ligh1thouses and fog alarn1s 011 
the same route. A year or so ago ar
rangements were n1ade by the late 
Government of Canada to establish a 
local navy with the result tl1at the 
qt1ar!terS' which the sur-v~ey ship had in 
I-Ialifax have been given to the naval 
authorities. Consequently the officers 
and crevv had to leave Halifax a11d 
no\v the G-overnment l1as n1ade ar
rangements to have a st1rvey made of 
t11e waters of Ne\vfot1ndla11d and La
brador \Vitl1out any cost to the Col
ony. These arrangen1ents have been 
made \.Vitl1 the In1perial Government 
and the ship is novv here -vvith a crevv 
of five officers, -vvho are all English 
and belong to His Majesty's Navy, a11d 
twenty-five Newfoundanders as her 
cre\v. Her 11eadquarters are in St. 
John's but she will be leaving 11ere 
shortly and tl1e ca,ptaiin proposes to 
begin to make a survey of tl1e N e-vv
foundland and the Labra.dor coasts. 
Tho Labrador coast has never been 
charted and the captain intends to 
n1ake a ~urvey of the -vvhole of it, es
pecially the banks and !isl1ing 
grounds off the coast. All this \Vill 

portance to the parties concerned, 
came before tl1e Court vvhich wol1ld 
be properly dealt 'vith by the Circuit 
Court and the Judges expressed them
selves very strongly upon the absence 
of the Circuit. I do not think that the 
extension of the jurisdiction, which 
was recently given to l\!Iagistrates 
throughout the Colon)'~, is in any way 
a substitute for the Supren1e Cot1rt on 
Circuit. It is not necessary to go o\rer 
the hackneyed argt1ments, as to the ad
vantages of the Supreme Cot1rt visit
ing the different places, even when 
there is no business to come before 
it. I have heard tl1e present l\1J11ister 
of Justice, when he was on this side of 
tl1e House, speak very strongly 011 

this. I-Ie pointed out the moral effect 
· it -vvould have. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
Yot1 never heard me say anything of 
tl1e kind. You inay have heard other 
members say it. 

MR. K ENT.-Certainly if the l\1in
ister denies i1t, he must be correct 
and I may be confusing hi1n "\Vith 
some other members..- Bt1t the neces
sity for the Circuit is becoming more 
apparent every year. Fo·r instance, it 
happens that a n11mber of cases are 
set down for trial a·t different places 

mea11 considerable expense but it \Vill on circuit. The parties are depending 
not cost the Colony a single cent. The - upon the cases being tried at place~ 
survey will b-e a great advantage to 
our people for not only "\Vill the whole 
coast be charted buit it is also possible 
that ne\v ledges and bank:.: will be dis
covered th.at will add materially to ot1r 
fishing grounds. 

MR. CLI FT.-I thank the Rt. Hon. 
gentleman for his explanation. 

• 

MR. K ENT.-Reg·arding that vote of 
$3,000 for the Circuit. A great deal of 
complaint has been expressed during 
the last }rear or tv\~O, O\Ving to the drop
ping of the Circuit. I thi11lr thait those 
vvl10 had occasion to attend the sittings 
of the Supreme Court will remember 
tl1at on t\vo or 1tl1ree occasions at 
least, matters of tl1e very greatest im·· 

convenient, bt1t after a delay o:f six or 
eight months, they find at the last 
mon1ent that tl1ere is to be no circuit, 
and the11 they have to wait and get it 
tried at St. Jol1n's at g·reat cost and 
delay. At the present time there are 
cases on ithe docl{et here postponed 
pending circuit. I am not personally 
interested in any of them-outport . 
cases,and tl1erefore it woulcr be better 
if it is the intention not to go on cir
cuit, tl1at this. vote sl1ould be dropped 
and tl1at the people may knovv de
.finitely that tl1ere is to be none. Th.ey 
would know tl1at tl1ey need not depend 
upon the Court visiting· the locality,but 
"\Vl1ile this vote is there, .it is an inti-
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mation that the Circuit n1ay be held. 
Therefore if it ie tl1e intention of the 
Government not to hold Circui1t, it is 
only right to take this vote out, so 
that the people ma~r mal{e arrange
ments to have their business done 
here by rthe Supreme Court in St. 
John's. But person8.lly, sir, as I said 
before, I think that the Court ought to 
continue to visit the principal outports 

• 

of the Colony. This is ithe system in 
every other co1lntry in the -vvorld. They 
11ave the Supreme Jt1dicial Tribunals 
visiting the principal places in the 
state. In Eng·land·, tl1e Circuit system 
still continl1es. It is the same in Can
ada and tl1e United States, and tl1is 
system is most beneficial, and here, I 
believe it \vould be more beneficial. In 
those distant localities the visit of the 
Court \1.rill greatl:{ facilitate bt1siness. 
Of course I do not \Vant to be told that 
the late Governme11t on one or t"\vo oc
casions dicl not send the Circuit. Per
haps they did not, but I thi11lr it \Vas 
a n1ista1te not to send the Circuit. I 
think that the public ought to kno\v 
if it is the i11tention of the Governme11t 
to ha\Te the Circt1it this year, and if 
the inclusion of this vote· in rthe Es
timates means that there will be a 
Circuit and that it \Vill visit the differ
ent pa:rits of the country. I, sir, think 
that the Circuit is necessary. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
Mr. Chairman, on this question there 
is a great difference of opinion, but, I 
do not intend to quote anything· about 
the late Governme11t. Personally, I 
11ave my own views on this matter, 
but I think my learned friend never 
heard me say anything about its moral 
effect, for the simple reason I l1a ve 
never spoken strongly in that direc
tio11. I have heard other members 
grow eloquent on it, but my attitt1de 
\Vas different. I went on Circuit first 
30 years ago, and from what I sa\v 
then, it seemed to me tl1at the Circuit 
as then conducted was more like a. 
l)least1re trip. It w·as conducted in the 

l 
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n1onths of September and October 
wl1en people were not 11ome from the 
fishery. Very little business could be 
got through, for t.l1e people could not 
get their witnesses. I did not come 
into contact again with it t1ntil about 
1898 and 1900, v1hen I took the Circt1it 
as a judge, and what I sa'v then con
vinced mo as to n1y former impres
sio11s, that to send the Supreme Court 
on Circuit during tl1ose inonths was 
not a convenience to people, and 
meant the expenditt1re of a consider
able sum of mo11ey which I thought 
co11ld be better expended i11 other 
direetions. I suppose it all depends 
upon the \Vay in vvhich rtl1e IJarticular 
Minister of Justice regards it. 'I'here 
is a considerable amount o! argt11nent 
in favor of continuing it, but not in 
the way as in the past, that is, rto send 
a stean1er around, with the judges, 
clerks, sheriff and lawyers with very 
considerable expense, and at a time of 
the year -vvhen the people are not at 
home. I-Iowever, I think it is possible 
to evolve a Circuit, whicl1 will visit at 
tl1e pro1Jer ti1ne of the year, places 
\vl1ere business is to be transacted. 
Of course, the vote fo.r the Circuit has 
to stand, beca11se there are regular 
Circt1its, such as to Brigus, Hr. Grace, 
Carbonear, and these places must be 
visited. I quite appreciate the fact, 
tl1at sometimes a writ is returnable 
on circuit, and it is fot1nd that the 
court is not going there. But I think 
that this can be got over, and that a 
satisfactory and businesslike arrange
ment can be made, so that the circuit 
may visit places at times convenient to 
the people, and also "\Vith considerable 
less ex1Jense. 

MR. KENT.-Mr. Chairman, as re
gards this vote !or the policemen, 'l 
had hoped that after rthe discussion 
that took place here last year regard
ing it, that some provision -vvould have 
been made to recognize their services, 
for it must be apparent rto ev""eryone 
that o\vi11g to the high cost or living, 
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their wages are inadequate and we 
must further recognize that the police
man does not receive anything like 
adequate remuneration for the worl\: 
that lie does. It is dangerous work, 
and we require the best s1)ecimens of 
humanity for it, ancl it is but natural 
to expect that if we do not pay vvell, 
\\re cannot get them. V/hy, sir, ac
cording to the present scale o! \vages, 
a man has g·ot to be 15 years in the 
force before he ear11s $1.25 a day, and 
n1ost probably he has a -vvife and fam
ily to st1pport out of itl1at. Besides, 
he is bot1nd to keep himself and his 
fan1ily in a res1)ectable condition of 
life, and he cannot do that on the 

. vvages given him. Another matter is 
the provision n1ade for lodgings. Some 
are given $48.00 per yea,r to cover 
lodging. I \vould like rto · know \Vhat 
ki11d of lodging can be got for $4.00 
per 1no11th? You cannot get even a 
tenement in the back streets for that 
rental. I did hope that this vote 
'..;1ot1ld have received the attention of 
·the Gov.ern.ment dt1ring the past year, 
and tl1at the · es1timates of tl1is year 
would have co11tained some increase 
of \vages in this department. Under 
the present scale, as I said before, a 
ma11 has to be 15 years in the force 
before he gets $1.25 a day. He starts 
off first \Vi1tl1 $1.00. After 5 years he 
gets $1.15; after 10 years $1.20, and 
after 15, $1.25. i~ sergeant receives 
$1.37 a day. Those wag·es are too 
small to expect men to -do the re
sponsible work they 11ave to perform. 
Tl1e policeman is the guardian of the 
town and country, of law and order. 
If we remove him, or have not a suffi
cient force, -vve loosen one of the safe
guards of the regular life of the Col
ony. r_I'he cost of living has also g·one 
up considerably, and this leans \rery 
heavily on tl1e police. This has been 
pointed out by the 1\..uditor G·e11eral, 
.and the Secretary of the Board o! 
vVorks, but the public institutions 
have got tl1e pt1blic purse behind then1, 

and the police have not. It is trt1e 
that son1e men are provided vvitl1 
lodgings at the Barracks, but these are 
fe,v, and even in that case they are 
not allow the $48.00. I hope that some 
attention will be paid to this matter, 
and. that the policemen will receive 
tl1e best treat1nent they deserve. 

RT. H 0 N. PR I M E 1\11 I N IS TE R .-Mr. 
Chairma11, I thinlc that everyone is in 
sympathy \vith the hon. member on 
the general principle of reasonably re-
111t1nerating the police forc-e of this 
Colony, but '\Ve have to lool\: at the 
c1uestion fron1 every standpoint, '\Ve 
11a ve got to consider tl1e wages re
ceived in every branch of the pt1blic 
service. This inatter has . been con
sidered by the Governmer1t very fully 
a11d also sympatl1etically by the head 
of the Depart1nent of Justice, and they 
would like to do so1netl1ing in this re
spect. The police force, however, are 
on a little better footing from what 
they were a few years ago, and while 
tl1ey sleep, their salaries are increas
i11g·. It may be slow, I adn1it. No-vv 
wl1at are: facts? I~ will be of interest 
fer the Comn1ittee to know that in 
1901, the Legislatt1re vvas aslted to 
vote 76 salaries for· 76 Constables at 
$305 each. Tho same salary was voted 
in 1902, 1903, 1904, 1905. In 1905, I 
took tl1e inatter up vvith the late In
spector General. I was. then Minister 
of Justice, and we succeeded in mak
ing the present raite, by \Vhich their 
salaries vvould be increased every day, 
until a certain point. To-day -vve vote 
$456.00 or $150.00 of an increase. And 
in addition to tl1at we adopted, a pen
sion scheme, by which every 011e is 
novv pensioned under certain condi
tions, and a certain amount of inst1r
ance is also provided for rthose who 
die ii1 harness. Now vvhen -vve come 
to co11sider the fact that since '1905, 
each man has received an increase of 
$150.00-that is over 50%-I tl1inlr it 
cannot fairly be ,said tl1at tl1e Legisla
ture is not doing· very well for rthe 
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police. I do not mean to say that they 
are not entitled to every consideration, 
but there are many others, underpaid 
officials in every department, \vho 
have to be considered. Beside, tl1e 
police who reside in the out1)orts havo 
perquisites over and above their sal
aries. They 11a ve house .rent, ·:Duel and 
light and tl1ey receive $40 or $50 a 
year in the way of uniform and clotl1es, 
'vhich is another perquisite, and many 
receive fees for service of summonses. 
Taking all tl1ese rthings into considera
tion it will be found that they annu
ally earn $450 in cash, with house rent, 
lig·ht and fuel and uniform and fees 
additional, so that tl1ey have dot1ble 
the salary of the class of public offi
cials rto which I have referred. I do 
not say this as agai11st the police, but 
only as a11 answer to the demand for 
an increase in tl1eir pay. 

MR. KENT .-I do not think it is fair 
to let that statement go forth u11quali
fied that the police have received an 
increase of $150. Though it is true 
that a man who has been in the force 
fifteen years, receives $4G5 a year, 
still a young· man only g·ets $365. No\v 
ithat is only an increase over the am
ount paid in 1901 of fifty or sixty dol
lars. It would create a vvrong im
pression if the statement \Vent forth 
unquailfied that tl1e Police Force l1ave 
received an increase of $150 some 
years ago. But I make this statement 
that it may go forth side by side witl1 
tho statement that the Prime Minister 
just made. The Prime Minis1ter has 
referred to the ge11eral need of in
crease tliroughout tl1e Civil Service. I 
referred to that too and I think it was 
one of the duties of the Government 
to have taken it t1p before no"'\v. As 
I pointed out their revenue has been 
such that it ought to enable them, with 
a proper economic administration of 
the finances at their disposal to 11ave. 
provided adequate remuneration for 
members of the public service. If rthe 
Prime l\1inister "\Vill just tt1rn up the 
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figt1res 11e will fi11d that tl1e revenues 
that the present Government have 
been receiving have been unprecedent
ed in the history of the Colony. Now 
let him tal{e the revenues for the 
eight years for whicl1 the late ad
ministration was responsible. In the 
first year rtl1ey controlled the Govern
ment of the country, the estimated re
venue vvas $1,920,000 in rot1nd figures. 
In the last year for which they were 
responsible it was $2, 781,000 in round 
figures, a difference of $860,000, or an 
average annt1al increase of $130,000. 
N O\V during the three years wl1ich 
tl1e l}resent Government 11av.e1 been in 
po\ver tl1e first year the estimated re
venue was $2,781,000; and the present 
estimate is $3,493,000, a difference of 
$712,000 or an average annual increase 
of $237,000. No\v I think, sir, out of 
that amount at least son1e provision 
ougl1t to be made for the me111bers of 
tl1e public service. As everyone from 
the Prin1e l\1inister down knovvs they 
are underpaid. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINIS.TER-

Con1pared wi tl1 others they are not. 
MR. K ENT.-Not only compared to 

others but altogetl1er they are t1nder
paid. It i11ay be that the public ser
vice is overmanned and that in this 
reRnP.ct e~nu0mies might be practised 
in order to give the remainder proper 
remuneration. No"\v, sir, tl1e man in 
the lig·hthouse to whom in)r Rt. Hon. 
friend has referred, should be consid
ered too, as well as the officials in 
every department in the Government 
service and I thinlr the Government 
owe it .as a duty to ·do this. I men
tioned it.he Police because that par
ticular vote is now before the chair; 
and I think sir, as I said before that 
if yot1 are going to maintain an effici
·ent Police Force in the country you 
n1ust give them better pay than at the 
present time. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
As the hon. member for St. John's 
East 11as sl1own st1cl1 anxiety thi·S af;. 
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ternoon to have t11e salaries of the 
policemen increased, I 'vould ask hi1n 
to look rut tl1e otl1er end of the Insti
tution and give the benefit of some of 
his sympathy to the Head of the De
partment. 

MR. KENT.-He is able to look af
ter himself. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
Nevertheles he is deserving of sy111-
pathy from the hon. gentlen1an, and 
the nlore so since the hon. ge11tleman 
opposite also occupied the same posi
tio11. If yo11 go back t"\venty years yo11 
will find that the salary was $2,400, 
\.Vhile to-day it is only $2,000, notwith
standing the increased cost of living. 
If the sympathy he has for tl1e police
men is genuine, he ought to extend it 
to the Head of !the Department and 
when we come in 11ere next year he 
should be prepared to 11ave this salary 
as well as some otl1er salaries not 
only brought bacl{ to $2,400, but b.ave 
some reasonable advance nlade to 
make up for the i11creased cost of 
living. 

With regard to rthe Constabulary, I 
think it is only fair that the public 
should kno1v the exact position, be
cause every now and again we see 
sometl1ing in the i1ewspapers intimat
ing that the Constabular)r, as co111pared 
with other branches of the civil ser
vice, is not fairly paid, and that men 
are resigning and lea,,.ing t11e country 
because of the small salaries. vVl1en 
a constable enters tl1e service lie gets 
$365 pei~ annum; and in addition tot.hat 
he gets an allowance of $48 for fuel 
and light and he also gets a certain al
lowance in the way of uniform. The 
next year his salary ·is $401. 50. If 11e 
stays in tl1e force ft\re years it becomes 
$419. 75, if ten years $438.00, and if fif
teen years $456.25. Tl1en after tl1at 
if he is fortunate enough to obtain 
pron1otion as an acting sergeant he 
gets $475.00; as a sergeant $500.00; 
Head Constable, $600; and as an In~ 

spector $800 a.i1d as tl1e Prin1e l\Ii11is-

ter 11as said there are certai11 other 
perquisites received botl1 i.n St. 
John's and in ithe outports-·as for in
stance special duty in con11ection \Vith 
the Police Court, which averages 
about $30 to the ordinary constable ir1 
St. John's. Then in addition to that 
he is entitled to a retiring allowance 
if he continues until the age of sixty
five years; or if compelled by dis
ablement to retire before that period. 
Then upon 11is death, if in the service, 
l1is "\vidow is entitled to an allovvance, 
son1ething the same as life ii1surance; 
beginning at four years service at $20o' 
and encling up \Vith fifteen years ser
vice at $250. I tl1i11k that if anybody . 
\Vill take these salaries and co111pa·re 
1then1 with t11ose of other officials 
some\vhat in the same position-Cus
toms officials, lighthouse keepers, 
Post Office clerks and others-he will 
come to the concl11sion that the Pulice 
Force are fairly well paid, ai1d unless 
other salaries are increased it would 
be u11fair to piclr ou·t the police and 
simply increase theirs. 

Of course the 11~11. i11ember for St 
John's East is hardly logical in his 
argument, for first of all he criticises 
us for spending too Inuch; and then 
turns around and says -vve are not 
spendi11g encugl1,-tl1at ·vvo cught fto 

give larger salaries to officiaJs and do 
this, that and tl1e otl1er tl1i:1g. Well, 
all \Ve ca11 do is this, bet,v~een nov1 
and the ti111e we meeit hero again next 
year we \Vill look into tl1e n1atter a 
little more carefully and see if "\Ve 
cannot co111ply \Vith some of the ideas 
wl1ich the hon. member for St. John's 
East has placed before t he Committee. 
I thi11lr it is 011ly right that tl1e public 
should l{llO\V tl1e real facts and figures 
as to tl1e re111u11eration of the police 
by \Vay of salary and allo,.va11ces as 
compa.red witl1 the salaries received by 
other officials of the public service. 

MR. KENT.-Just one word. I am 
glad that the n1inister has at least con
se11ted to lool\: into this ina tter l1efor~ 
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tl1e r1ext sesion of tl1e House; but I 

sl1ould like to deal \vitl1 one, or two 
other points raised l)y him. In the 
firsrt place he finds fault witl1 my 
logic. \Vell I do not know, but I 
think if the lVIinister will give the mat
ter a little closer attentio11 11e will find 
my logic is quite correct. I criticised 
the expenditure and criticised also the 
want or proper expenditure. I criticised 
certain expenditures as improper and 
clai1ned that proper eco1101nic ex
penditures \Vere not being made. You 
can be "'rasteful by not expending 
where it is necessary as well as by 
expending where it is impro1)er, and 
one is as harmful to the public inter
e·sts as tl1e otl1er. I tl1ink that if the 
Minister of Justice "\Vill bear rthese 
fundamental or elementary principles 
of political economy- in rnind he will 
find tl1at my criticism with regard to 
expenditure and \.Vant of expenditure 
was perfectly consistent and perfectly 
logical. I did not n1ention the Head 
of the Department. I lrno-vv of i10 one 
here in tl1is House better able to speak 
for himself; or, if occasion arises, to 
take care of 11i~mself. I lcnow also 
that the· 11ead of the Departn1ent is not 
depending on his salary. He is gen
erally a la vvye1~ of good sta11ding and 
with a g·ood pri1.rate practice by which 
he is able to earn from private clients 
a111ounts to supplement his salary as 
Head of th2 Department. Besides tl1is 
he may charge 1tl1e Government with 
"\vork done v1hich does not con1e with
in the cluties of his office, such as liti
gatiori which he conducts on behalf of 
the Govern1nent. Conseqt1ently I a1n 
11ot doj11g 11im any injustice in i1ot 
pointing out 1tl1at he is not being take11 
care of in tl1is res1Ject. 

RT. HON. PRiME MINISTER.
There is j11st one point I "\Vish to i11ake 
and it is this. As I 11ave already 
stated the total vote for rtl1e Constab
ulary in 1901 was $50,00,0, and r1ovv it 
is $75,000, sho\ving an i11crease of fifty 
per ce11t. Tl1at is not alo11e true of 

tl1e vote but true of tl1e i11diviclual sal .. 
aries of the police force. They \Vere . ,' . 

getti11g $300 in 1901, and as late as 
1905 the House voted tl1eir salaries at 
$300 a year; and they are now getting 
a voted salary of $4-50; and it has been 
pointed out by the l\/Iinister of Justice 
tl1at in many cases it may go up as 
hig·h as $600 a year. They have free 
f·uel, free lig·ht, and in nlost cases per
quisites i11 connection vvith magis
tra;te's offices, and for otl1er personal 
services; whilst at the san1e time oth· 
er clepart1nents of the · service have 
been allO\"'Ted to go on "\vithot1t any in
crease or any form of recognition. 

MR. KENT.-lVIy i1osition covers all 
services. 

MR. ROBE RTS.-1\Ir. Cl1airman, 
may I asi{, before 1the Ligl1thouse Vote 

pa"sses, wl1y t11e difference in ce,·rtain 
calaries for l{eepers? Tl1e keeper at 
Little Bay g·ets $204, the 011e at Cab
bag·e Head $250, and the 011e at Ser
geant's Head $528. vVhy this dif
ference? 

ti 0 l\J. M I N IS TE R FI NANCE AN D 
CUSTOMS.-These salaries are voted 
on the recomme11dation of the Inspect
or of; Ligl1tl1ot1ses. Ile is our guide i.n 
this n1atter. 

1\11 R. ROBERTS.-I do not see 'vhy 
tl1ere is this difference. ,..rhe keeper at 
Little Bay Island is a n1an with a fa1n
ily. How he can live on $204 I do not 
l\:novv. While on this point may I ask 
is the Govern111ent g·oing to n1ake any 
1)rov isio11 for a fog alar1n on Cabot Is
land. I believe many petitions have 
1Jee11 presented pointing ot1t tl1e neces
sity of this fog alarm. I see no pro
vision for it in 1the estimates and I 
consider it an absolute necessity in 
the interest of the marine con1mt1nity 
of the cou11try. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.- · 
Mr. Chair1nan, \Vith regard to tl1e re
marks n1ade by the 11011. g·entleman as 
to the diff ere11ce in salaries I will i11ake 
enquiries as to wh)r it sho11ld be so. It 
appears to i11 e that tl1e vote for CalJ-
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bage I-lead i)rovides for a dot1ble sal
ary. I thinlr the l\:eeper has to pay a11 
assistant. Ho\vever tl1e salaries are 
voted on the recommendation of the 
Inspector of Lightl1ouses. The ques
tion of the fog a1arn1 on Cabot Island 
is under the consideration of the Gov· 
ernment. 

MR. ROBERTS.-It 11as been tinder 
considerrution for a number of )rears. I 
11ope it will not be under consideration 
1nt1ch longer. 

RT. H 0 N. PR I M E M I N IS TE R .-1\1: r. 
Chairn1an, the great difficulty we ex
perience is t11e in1posibility to do ev
erything at once. I...1ast year \Ve spe11t 
$15,000 in Twillingate District. \1\Te 
built five large lightl1ouses. Now 
tl1ese services need u1)l{eep and we 
cannot do- tl1at witl1out increasing' tl1e 
estimates. I .sl1ould like to see ligl1t
l1ouses on every pron1inenrt point on 
tl1e coast line of the Colony '\Vithi11 
reasonable distan.ces. of eacl1 otl1er, so 
that those who earn their living by 

tl1e sea may be as s.afe on tl1e sea. as 
they are on land. But we can11ot do 
1tl1ose things -vvitl1out money. About 
tv10 years ago we borro,ved $100,000 to 

build lig·hthcuses round the Island
we built fi've in T\villingate, two in 
Bonne Bay,erected t11ree fog alarms, in 
Burin and so on without regard to the 
political representwtion of the Dis
tricts. We are now considering the 
question of aski11g tl1e Legislatio11 for 
another loan to carry on this worlc. 
But these services need t1pkeep and 
-~re cannot maintai11 1thern vvithout in .. 
creasi11g the estin1ates. 

MR. ROBE RTS.-Mr. Cl1airman, I 
do not ask for any ii1crease of the 
estin1ates bt1t I vvould like to J{now on 
\Vhose :recomn1endation these five 
lightl1ouses were built in rtl1e District 
of Tvvillingnte. If $25,000 \Vere suent 

~ 

on tl1e erection of five lighthouses in 
Exr ·lo its Bay it is not to provide ser
victl to the people of Notre Dame Bay. 
rr11ere are 110 people living in tl1at part 
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\vl1ere tl1e lig'l1thouses were erected, 
and tl1ey i1ever go in tl1ere. These 
ligl1tl1ouses can only be used for t11e 
cond t1ct of steamers fron1 the ocean to 
Botv-vood, wl1ere they have l)ilots and 
can come and g·o safely. But along 
tl1e rugged coast of Fogo and Bona
v ista there is no sucl1 t11ing as a fog 
alarn1 and all tl1e fisher1ne11 going 
north run enormous risks. I am 11ot 
urging any increase in the estimates 
although it ,-vould be n1oney well spent 
but if rtl1e $25,000 had been saved and 
a ligl1thouse put 011 Cabot Island, it 
would be of in uch more service -to the 
people of tl1e Island generally than 
t11e \vhole five in Exploits Bay. 

MR. CLi FT.-1\/Ir. Chairman, before 
the vote for :B.,orest Fires passes · may 
I ask is tl1e $4,000 addttional asked for, 
an increase. I have not see11 any of 
the reports of last year yet. Have 
they been tabled? I asked f-Or tl1e Re· 
port of rthe chief Fire Ranger. That 
has not been tabled yet. I do not 
think tl1at any of the reports 11ave been 
tabled. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 

AND r .. ~ IN ES.-lVfr. Chairman, I tabled 
son1e of the reports three or four 
days ago and I tl1inJ~ tl1e one aslted for 
by ithe 11on. me111ber "\Vas an1ong then1. 
The others -vvill bo tabled at tl1e next 
sitting. 

1:Tr. Speaker resu111cd the chair. 

The Chair111an fro1n tl10 Comn1ittee 
reported that tl1ey 11ad consiclered tqe 
inatter to then1 referred; l1atl made 
some progress, and askc(l iea'"'ve to sit 

. again. 

It was ordered that tl1is Report be 
received a11d rthe Committee ha\re 
leave to sit again on Mon clay. 

It \Vas n1oved ai1d seconded that 
when the I-louse rises it adjourn until 
l\1onday next, l\1arch lltl11 at three of 
the cloclt in the afternoon. 

Tl1e House 1t11en adjourned accord .. 

ii1gly . 

• 
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lVIONDA Y, March 11th. 

T11e House, met at tl1ree of t]1e 

clock in tl1e afternoon pursuant to 
adjournment. 

PE_rrITIONS. 
MR. DOWNEY.-I an1 entrusted 

witl1 a petition by His IIonor the 
Speaker vvhich 1 have 1nuch pleasure 
in l)resenti11g. It is a petition from 
Clarke's Beach on the subject of the 
Sunday Observance. I have also one 
from Wood's Island in rny ov-1n. dis
trict asl{ing for tl1e sum of $600 for 
the bt1ilding of an agricultural road. 
Also a petition fro1n Bircl1y Cove, also 
asl{ing for a s11n1 of inoney, $400, rt:o 
build an ag·ricultural road. These 
roacls are of more than ordinary in1-
portance to the people of these settle
ments ai1d I 11ave much pleasure in 
giving tl1em n1y hearty support. I 
move tl1at tl1ese petitions be received 
and- referred to the depart1ner1ts to 
'vhich they relate. 

MR. ·PARSONS.-lVir. Spealcer, l beg 
leave to present a petition fron1 the 
inl1abi·tants of Shearsto11 on the sub
ject of a road. They v,risl1 to build a 
clistance of 1 112 iniles of ne\v road to 
join \vith the m.ain line and for tl1e 
l)Jirpose they ask for $150. I hope 
tl1e Government will see .its vvay clear 
to grant this money and I ask that the 
petition be referred to the Departn1ent 
of Public \Vorks. 

HON. COL~ONIAL SECRETARY.-I 
beg leave to present some petitions 
fr0-m Port de Grave, one fro1n Cupids, 
one from Bareneed, one from Black 
Duck Po11d, 011 rtl1e subject of the Sun
day observance. I ask they be receiv
ed, a:ud referred to the Depart111ent of 
the Colo11ial Secretary. 

MR. LeFEUVRE.-I beg leave to 
pr.esent a petition fro111 tl1e inl1abitants 
of Port all Bras in rthe district of Bur
in, as}~ing for a dredge to improve the 
harbour. There are quite a number 
of schoo11ers that fisl1 from that place 
and the larger ones find it difficult to 
get i11 at all. I have also one from 

l 

' 

Fortune Ba)r dealing \Vith the sa111e 
subje~t and asking· for a repeal of tax
es. ..t-\.lso 011e fron1 Lan1aline, asking 
for the su111 of $750 to build a i, ;.iblic 
\'Il1arf. I b.ave i11uch pleasure in sup
porting tl1ese l)etitio11s and I ask tl1at 
they be recei-v-ecl and referred to the 
Department to \Vhicb. tl1ey relate. 

HON. IV11NISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MIN ES.-1 beg· leave to i)resent 
a petition from the inhabitants of New
to-vvn in connection with an a1nend
ment in the Ga1ne I.Jaws. Tl1e 1)etition 
states that the la\vs are prohibitive 
in their application to N e\vto\vn an(l 
tl1e surrounding settle111ents and I may 
say the people there cannot shoot or 
snare any wiid ga!ne becat1se of the 
strict enforceme11t of the law. Tl1is, 
sir, is a g·reat hardsl1ip, especially 
1vhen there is diffic11lty in obtaini11g 
fresh food of ai1y descri1)tion. Even 
in a time of illness tl1ese poor people 
are debarred fron1 getting· fresh meat. 
So that I have great l)leasure in su1)
porting the tl1e prayer of t11e ·petition 
and I may remark tl1at both my col
leagues are strongly i11 f,avour of it. 
I ask that the petitio11 be recei"v·ed and 
referred to t11e depart1ne11t to \Vl1ich 
it relate[L 

MR. ROBE RTS.-l\1r. Speaker, I a111 
not a"\vare of tl1e nature of the petition 
er for \\~hat it pra3rs except that it is 
asl~ing for an an1endn1en_t of the ga1ne 
la".vs. I have had a \Vire fro111 '"f\vil-
1:ng·ate on t11e san1e s11bject and as 
the hon. ininister states, tl1e la''v' is 
J_)rohibitjve, especially upcn t11e 1--: oor
er classes. I understand tl1at si111ilar 
telegrams have come fron1 0th.er dis
tricts on tl1e same n1atter. It is a 
g·reat hardsl1ip on all tho people of 
T\villingate, as it is on ·tl1e otl1er dis
tricts, to be debarred fro111 sl1ooti11g 
rabbits vvhen it is i111possible to get 
fresh in.eat, especially 110\iv vvith tl1is 
rail-vvay tie up \Vhe11 a conditio11 al
most verging on destitution, exists. I 
see no reason for protecti11g these ani-
1nals. Tl1ey are of i10 'Value to fl1e 

• 

• 
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sportsn1an· and the object of the pro
tection I cannot conceive. I give the 
petition Ihy hearty su1)port and I 11ope 
that- the Governn1ent or those vvho ca11 
vvill brir15 pri':~ssure to bear upo11 those 
\\rho have cl:.arge of this inatter and 
11ave the la \V chang·ed. 

.MR. CLI FT.-Mr. S1)ealcer, I . beg · 
leave · to presei1t a petition from the 
residents of l\1oreton's Harbour on the 
subject of the Sunday observance and 
on_e· from ·Little Bay Island on the same 
subject. · I understand that similar 
petitions : l1ave already been presented 
to the House and I 11a,-e no dot1ht that
tl1e pray·er of tl1e petition \Vill receive 
early attention in the hancls of t11ose 
"\Vl1cse- d·i::t y ·'. it is to see to such legis
lation. ·.· 

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 
-Nlr. -Speaker, I beg leave to present 
a petition fron1 tl1e inl1abitants of the 
Scutli --Shere; Upper · Gullies and To1)
sall, ' in~ the .· District of Harbor Main, 
iri reference t·o the Sunday observance. 
I <ask t11:at tl1e petition be received and · 
reJerted to· the ;Department of · the Col-
onial ;Secretary. , . 

H.ON.; :MINISTER -PUBLIC WORKS. 
• - ~ ' 4 ~ · .~ 

lVJr: S1)ealrer, · I beg leave to present a 
p~tition :-frorri th.e inl1abitants · of Col-

... . . -

lier's i11· re.fercI1ce to the' erection of 
a · new ,-vliarf;: ··· It app'ears tr.at last year 
duri11g; th·e fall iii the 11eavy storms, 
the 0111~/ 'vharf of tl1at place '\vas c3ir
ried: a~~y. ·The petition asl\:s for the 
sun1 :of --$400 to . erect a . nevv one. Tl1e 

• - • .• · • • r • 

prayer of the 1)etition, sir, is · a very 
\V'orth.y · on'e arid I_.l1ave much pleasure 
i11 . :g:'ivin'g-' it--my· h~~rtiest ·support. I 
aslt ;·. ti1at . it be. ref erred to the De~ 

parf~1~nt. ~f ·1vraririe>and Fisheries and 
it· :'\-v!lf :no ·doubt: i~eceive- ·tfie attention
tl1at its 1i11136riance -merits. 

)_MR> P-AFisbN s~~l\ir . . · Speaker, . I 
b-~g ~· -·1-(;~ve to·· preseht' a - p-etition fron1 . 
th~ - p:e·o'ple·' of· ·the:: South Sid-e of Har
bor·- ·a:face on tl1e ·subject of a road. 
Tlii:s:: , roa(t -'i.s about\ ... :i-oo yards in - ex-
t.efit ··=·=a1nd. ;~~ould ·~lea:d _ :f1~6in-Island c ·ove· 

:.. ~ t I (" ,. r, .• .. ;~ ~ . -. • :: • ' . • '• . . , • ,' • _- . 

to ' ·tho·~ \v1:1
1

arf~ · 'I ·asi{ tliat 'th1s · petition 

....... .. 

be received and referred to t11e Dep.art
ment of Public \Vorks. 

HON. MINl~,TER PUBLIC WORKS~ 

l\!fr. Speaker, I beg to present a l)eti

tion fro1n a nu1nber of inhabitants of 
Conception Ifarbor, asl{ing for an agri
cultural road. T11ey \va11t a sum of 
$100, \Vhich I 11ope it \Vill be possible 
to grant then1. I asl{ that this be re~ 
ferred to the depart1nent to vvhich it 
belongs. 

Mr. Clapp gave Notice of Question. . 
l\!lr. Roberts gave Notice of Ques

tion. 
SUPPL1Y RESOL;UTIONS. 

Mr .. Chairman fro1n the Comn1ittee 
of the vVhole on Supply reported cer
tain Resolutions, which were read a 
first tin1e, as follovv·s: -
Civil Gover11n1ent ......... $206,588.33 
Pensions . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . . . 1,436.00 
Administration of Justice . 179,179.21 
L ·egislation . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,705.00 
.Edt1cation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,100.00 
Public Charities . . . . . . . . . . 367,542.00 
Lighthouses, Blockhouses, &c. 92,220.00 

The said Resoltitions being read a 
second time, it was moved that tl16 
Ifouse concur with the Committee 
tl1erein, and tl1e said Resolt1tions 'vere . 
agreed to. 

The Minister of Pu·blic W crks laid 
on the table of the House the Report 
of the Poor Asylum to Decen1ber 31st., 
1911. 

QUESTIONS. 
MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Prin1e 

l\1inister if, in any speeches made by 
11in1 in the District of Burin last sum
mer, he pron1ised ithe extension of tl1e 
Brancl1· Rail\vay system through that 
District; if so, is it the intention of the 
Government to proceed with tl1is work, 
and· is i1t · pro1Josed to bring in a Bill 
f:or that purpose the presen+. )~ear? Has 
the . F,eid ·Company issued maps show. 
ing a proposed extension of the rail· 
road through t11at District, and 'vere 
the·se . maps issued with the authority 
of the Government or not? · 

RT. HON~ PR.IME • MINISTER-In 

I 
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the month of May last I visited Burin 
I 

District, and, in public addresses made 
there, stated to tl1e people that wl1en 
tl1e ·present Government again a1)peal
ed to tl1e cot1ntry, 'it \Vould be 011 a 
raiIVv~ay policy of further ex:tension, 
bringing ·the branch li11e down fron1 
the present proposed terminus at For
tune Bay, nan1ely Terrenceville,, 
across to Boat Harbor, connecting 
Boat Harbor, Bay de l'eau, Baine Har
bour, Rushoon, Jean de Bay, S11anish 
Room, Marysto\vn, 1\1ortier Bay, St. 
La\vrencc, Lawn, La1naline, Grand 
Ba11lr and Fortune. 

As then stated, · and published .afte1-
'vards in the daily press on my return 
to the city, this extension is 011ly to 
be unclertaken and com1nenced on our 
rett1rn fron1 the country after the next 
General Elecition, \Vhich takes place in 
1913. 

Under these circumstances it will 
be seen that the Government will not 
be bringing in any legislation for that 
purpose the present year, or proceed-

oe 

ing with the \'iorlr -until after 1913. Tl1e 
engineers are i1ow in the field, and 
ha,re been since Dece1nber ei1gaged 
in sur-veying the branch from the main 
line at Northern Bigl1t to Terrence
ville. T11at line will not be built be
fore 1913. · 

On October 11th, 1911, speaking at 
Burin at tl1e opening of tho _t\..gricul
tural Exhibition there, I n1ade tho fur
tl1er ·statement that wl1en tl1e rail\vav ... 

~ 

toucl1es -tl1e vva,ters of Fortune Bay at 
Terre11ceville, it would cross to Boat 
I-Iarbor; a11d then go up the sl1ore 
througl1 tl1e splendid agricultural land 
around Boat Harbor, Bay cle L'eau, 
Baine Harbor, Itusl1oon, Red Harbour, 
Jean de Bay, Spanisl1 Room, Roel{ 
Harbor, Marystown, Mortier Bay, Bu
rin, Corbin, St. ·Lawrence, Lawn, Lam
aline~ Fc-ttune and Grand Bank, \Vhich 
will be the ter1ni1i11s. 

I 11ave seen the Reid Newfoundla11cl 
Con1pany's last folder, in \Vhich the 
railv-t.,.a)r bra11cl1es contracted for tlll(ler 

the contract of 1909, and ratified by 
this Legislature, are laid down, and I 
notice rthat tJ1e Branch Line fron1 Nor· 
tl1ern Bight is further extended direct 
to :fi,.ortu11e. Tl1at has been done en
tirely withot1t any reference to the 
G-overnment, or wi:thout any authority 
as far as the Government is concern
ed, and in no '\.Vay binds the Govern
n1ent, and was laid down 'vitl1out any 
reference or correspondence with the 
Government; and the route from Ter
renceville to Grand Bank is not the 
route which will be adopted after 1913, 
when that extension will be proposed 
to the Legislature. 

I sl1all be pleased to furnish the 
hon. member with printed copies of 
both speeches, if desired, as well as 
the Rail\vay folder. 

MR. CLAPP asked rtl1e Hon. Minis
ter of Agriculture and l\iines if tl1e 
Agricultural Board 11as prepared its 
report; and, if so, to lay the same 011 

the table of this House. Also, · to 
table the original repo!'ts of all the 
Agricultural Societies forn1ed under 
the authority of the Board. Also, to 
table statement showing all amounts 
paid ito himself, to lVIrj George Turn
er a11d to l\/I essrs. Downey and Dever
eaux and Mr. F. H. Si1nms for ser
vices in connection with the Board or 
with the · Agricultural Policy of the 
Government. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICUL TU·RE. 
AND Mli\JES.-In answer to the hon. 
member I may say that the reports 
and 'state111ents asked · for by 11im are 
being prepared. \Vhile on my fe-et I 
n1ay also say that the information ask
ed for by the member for St. ~Toh.n's 

East, Mr. I-Cent, is also in preparat~.or.; 
and will be tabled to-morrow. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Prime 
Minister 'vl1ere is Mr. Piccotit, Minis· 
ter of Marine and Fisheries? Are the 
Govern111e11t a\vare of his where
abouts? Has anything been heard 
fro111 11im during tl1e past two weeks? 
Is it lrno,"ftll ,, .. l1en 11e ''rill be here, an(\ 
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what -has becon1e of the dredge, _if l1e 
has purchased- one? 
- .RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-
-1\!Ir. Piccott left 11ere in tl1e inontl1 
of J a.n 11ary to purcl1ase a dredge for 
the .Colony. As to whether the Go,r
ernment are . a,~r.are of his \vhere
abot1ts, if by 11.is wl1ereabo11ts is ineant 
tl1e exact point \vl1ere Mr. Piccott is 
to-day, the Government are not a'vare. 
Tl1ey only- l{llO\V tl1at he was to lea-v-o 
I..1ondoh for 11ere on the 10th or 12tl1. 

l\TB.rch. The exact date of his arri"\'a] 
in the Colo11y vvill depend e11tircly on 
the route 11e may select. Mr. Piccott 
has ' Purchased a dredge, "\Vhicl1 is now 
laid up at l\1ilford Ha·ven, a'.vaiting tl1e 
spring, -vvl1e11 it \Vill be brought 11e_re. 

MR. KENT asked the_ lVfinister c.f 
Pt1blic \Vorks -vvhetl1er tl1e 1Jla11s of tl1e 
Ne\11 Lunatic i\..sylu1n and of altcra
tio11s ii1 the Luilding to i11a.ke it st1it
ab10 · fcr a Poor Asylum have been pre
pared; ff so, by \vhom and at \Vl1at 
cost; if not, are they in course of pr?
paration er have aI1y instrt1ctions bee11 
give11 for tl1eir preparation, and b·y 

'.Vhon1. 
MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.--1\Ir. 

Spealrer, in reply to tl1e hon. ine1111-,er 
I n1ay say that the n1atter is llnder 
consideration. I ui1derstand that ;.1 

s11rveyi1-lg party? has bee11 looking 01'er 

n1e tl1at a state1ne11t is in course .ot 
pre1)aration. 

MR. DEVEREAUX aslced rthe Hon. 
Colonial Secretary to lay on the table 
of the House a copy of the parr1pl1lets 
\Vritten by Mr. P. T. lYicGrath, at the 
request of Sir Robert Bond, at 1tl1e tin1e 
of the Colonial Conference in 1902, and 
\Vhich ,v.ere paid for out of the public 
funds of the Colony. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
I11 reply to tl1e ho11. iner11ber, I beg 
to say 1that tl1ere is no · record i11 the 
Colonial Secretary's De1)artment that 
an_)'" such pa1nphlets -vvere r -eceived, al
tl1oug·h, upon application to Hon. P. T. 
l\1cGratl1, I an1 informed by that ge11-
tle111a11 that they "'""ere handed to Sir 
Robert Bond in i)erson. I am conse
qt1e11tly u11able to table the copies ask
ed for. 

SUPPL;;Y. 
Pt1rsuant to order and_ on i11otion of 

tl1e !Ion. l\!Jinister of Finance and 
Ct1stoms, the House resolved itself in
to Con11n1ittee of ·t11e Wl1ole on Sup
ply. 

. 

: l\1r. Spealrer left the Chair. 
_ Nir. Parso11s took tl1e Cl1air of Com
nittee. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
1\/fr. Chairman, in co1111ection t.vith the 

Road gra11ts, I should like to point out 
the g·round. tl1at t11e distributio11 of tl1 e grants for 
- !V1 R. J< ENT asked the l\/Iinister of local roads \Vill i1ot be made until we 
lVJarine ai1d Fisheries to lay on the 
ta.lJlc of the House a state1nent in d.e
tail sl10\vi11g all i1101ieys spent 011 Ll1e 
Puolic vVl1arf at Cape Broyle in tl1e 
District of Ferryland, fro111 Ja11uary 
1st, 1911, rto date, g·iving tl1e i1ames of 
tlre parties, dates and purposes of eacl1 
payment; also co1Jy of the retur11s for 
st1ch .expenditure·; also the a111ount 

- , 

iiaid .to, ··and ~the na1ne of any · persons, 
as-co.iTl:n1issio11 in ~connection '\vith such 

, . -

~xp-enditure. - · -· . 

· [-i0N. ·,C0L0Nl-AL SECRETARY.-
1\fr._:··Sp:eaker; 'in ·reply to the ~ 11on. 
i11·ember and on behalf of the lVIinister, 
1::qray,s·ay .tl1·at tl1e Departn1ent infor1ns. 

have tl1e fig·ures of the ne;v census, so 

that \Ve ca11 take the total vote only 
for the present. The exact figures 
\Vill be kno\vn, if not before the end of 
the session, at 1 c:ast certainly before 
the first of July, vvhen these votes 
con1e into 01)eration. 
- MR. CL! FT.-Mr. Chairman, might 

I remind the Gover11n1ent \-Ve -vvere pro-
11iised that a preli1ninary census re
port -,vould be laid before this I-louse. 
This 11as not yet been done, so far as 
I ren1en1ber, but publications of some 

_ statements · have appeared in the daily 
papers. _J submit tl1at if any inforn1-
atio11 is available fron1 - the enun1erat-
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ors on · any lJOi11t that information 
sholtld first be tabled in this House 
before it is otl1.er\vise published. When 
the Hot1se is sitting· the members of 
the House should be made aware of 
it before it is published in the papers. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
Mr. Chairman, as soon as any authen
tic information is available it will be 
brought down to rthis House. I had 
hoped to table an interim report, but 
there are t"wo districts that have yet 
to be heard fro1n~ Their returns may 
be held up on account of the snow 
blockade on the railway. The Deputy 
Colonial Secretary informs me that 
he expects the report in the course of 
a · fe\v days; meantime notl1ing has 
been officially published. 

MR. K ENT.-l\1r. Chairman, before 
we leave this question of main roads 
I \Vant to point out to the Con1mittee 
and the Government the position of 
affairs in my district as regards main 
line roads. I have before put the mat
ter before the Government, both direct
ly~ and through this House, of the ab
sence in many cases of main line 
gra11ts for roads that are really main 
line roads. Take Bell Island for in
stance. There is one road in that is
land running the whole length of the 
island; and a road to the mines. Dur· 
ing the last few years that road has 
deserved rto be considered a main line 
road, and not what it was during the 
preceding 20 years, before the open
ing of the mines and the consequent 
i11crease of population. It is now real
ly a main li11e, -and should be treated 
as such. The road which leads from 
the city rto Outer Cove, Middle Cove, 
is a mai11 road and should have a 
main li11e appropriation. The road be
tween Portugal Cove and Bauline is 
a 1nai11 line road and receives a main 
line grant. Tl1e road on Bell Island is 
just as much a -inain line road as the 
roads \vl1ich receive special main line 
g·rants and is · deserving of treatment . 
as · ·a main line. 

• 

While I am referring to Bell Island 
I might rtake this opportunity to re· 
mind the Government of the petition 
that I presented to the House two or 
three years ago regarding the estab
lishment of some sort of local or muni~ 
cipal Government for the island. I 
thin!{ the wishes of the people of th-e 
island in this respect should be con
sidered and some notice taken of the 
petition. The matter has been men
tioned once or twice each ses
sion, but nothing has been done. I now 
again draw the attention of the Prime 
Minister to the matter and I hope he 
will see his 'vay to accede to the wish
es of the inhabitants of the island. 

MR. CLI FT.-1\lfr. Chairman, 1·efer
ring generally to this question of inn.i11 
line roads, I find this vote goe~3 on 
from year to year, practically l.:n~ 

changed, 'vithout regard to new 1irtes 
that have been made and without re
gard in many cases to the necessity 
for constructing new ones. In my dis
trict 1there is a crying need for a grant 
for several new lines that have al
ready been opened up but have no 
annual grant for their upkeep. I take 
it that the time has come when son1e
thing ought rto be done : in the ·\\tay of 
establishing a reg·ular inspection oi 
all main lines throughout the dis
tricts. No allocations are made for 
new lines, and very often some of tl1e 
old lines may perhaps have fallen part
ly into disuse, and still rthe old grar.t::: 
go on; or at least it is quite possible. 
that this n1ight happen. I would like> 
to see an inspector go down into the 
district and go over the various main 
lines and consider the conditions, anC!. 
see if the present system of voting 
round sums of mo11ey for their up.. 
keep cannot be improved upon. I 

think it will be found that we are vot
ing too much money for some lines 
and no1t enough for others; and not 
voting a11y at all for others.. I know 
of some that do not get an annual 
grant, and it will be a step tn the right 
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clirection if t't,te Public Works De
partment \Vere, in the \Vay I have in
dicated, to make itself a\vare of the 
conditions and see if it were not pos
sible to do something to improve our 
main line system. Speaking of that 
reminds me that last session I pre
sented here several petitions asking 
for sums of money to expend upon 
roacls in various places. I have follow
ed up these IJetitions as far as I was 
able through the Department, and 
took up the matter ¥vith the Colonial 
Secretary during the summer. But I 
find that a great proportion of the 
moneys allotted to the dis1trict have 
been expended in the construction of 
telegrapl1~, and the matter of the roads 
and the moneys asked for by the vari
ous petitioners have not been granted. 
One petition in particular about whicr1 
I wrote a couple of letters to the Min
ister, was for the repair of a brirlge at 
Boot Harbour, Hall's Bay, and nothing 
11as been done yet. The bridge has fal
len do\vn', and the people are put to 

tl1e utmost inconvenience. It seems 
to me that petitions are presented to 
this House and referred to the various 
departments and to a great extent lie 
there unnoticed. 1 see from the re
turns that have been tabled as to the 
expenditure of the special- grants for 
T\villingate District that with the ex
ception of expenditure for telegraphs, 
which by the way is ir:iproperly 
charged to roads and bridges, and the 
balance of the grant for tlie districts 
has been spent in small votes here and 
there, $40 and $50 at a time, and there 
has been no real substantial work 
done. It is only one really acquainted 
\Vith the needs of a large district such 
as T\villingate \Vho can begin to allo, 
cate the moneys to the best advantage. 
V\Thilst I lrnow the custo1n 11~s been for 
members on the other Aide to allocate 
the apportionments of the grants that 
belong to the district~ of members on 
ithis side, I think in .fairness to a dis
trict the members $hould be consulted 

as to the merits of .the IJetitiona tl1at 
come before the I-louse. These peti
tions I kno-vv in itl1t~ past l1a ve been 
somewhat ridiculed; a petition is sent 
in and presented to the House ana 
that is the end of it. 

But, 1Y1r. Chairman, I st1bmit this is 
ithe only way in ¥vhich the petitioners 
ca11 make their demands knovvn, and 
any of t1s who have studied tl1ese peti
tions and loolred at the number of 
names that appear on them must re-

• 
alize the amount of labor and trouble 
that they entail on the people who get 
them up and get them signed. These 
petitions \VOlild not be se11t on if the 
needs were not real, and all these par
ties vvould. not sign them unless the 
amounts asked for \Vere right and 
reasonable. But the point I desire to , 
make is, in the first place, tl1at some 
better system sl1ould be inaugurated as 
to the allocation of rtl1e moneys t11at \Ve 
vote 11ere for main roads. I tl1ink a 
great improvement niight be made if 
an i11spector were to go over tl1ese 
roads and report. It vvot1ld i1ot cost 
very much rto have a11 annual inspec
tion in eacl1 district Tbe ins1Jector 
could then see what other main lines 
it was necessary to open up and what 
amount should be granted ann11ally for 
cash. vVitl1 reg·ard to tl1e pe'titions, I 
do not think that we g·ive as much 
care and attention to tl1em as \Ye 
ought, and very often \Ve fin·d that al
locations are made by people \Vho 
really do not }{now the exact needs of 
the district or in \Vhat parts of tl1e dis
trict rthe moneys might be expended 
to the best adva11tage. I 11ope that 
something may be done to improve 

. 
the conditions under \\rhich our n1oneys 
are expended-particularly in relation 
to main lines rthrot1ghout the Colony; 
indeed, there is room for in1provement 

' 

with regard to the local moneys also, 
but these are more or less in the 
11ands of the Road Boards, and, of 
course, we must assume that the Road 
Boards are always the best j11dges ,as 

• 
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to the expe11diture. 
. . 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.- Mr. 
. . . 

Chair1nan, I qt1ite agree \Vith the hon. 
J.?.1en1ber, that road moneys are \rery 
often net expended i11 the way in 

'\Vhicl1 tl1ey \vould ap1)ear most likely 
to give tl1e very best retur11s, but, of 
course, tl1at is very larg·ely due to a 
system tl1at was. not m.ade to·-day or 
yeste:rday or ten years a,go but l1as 
been in existe11ce for a g·reat nt1mbe'.: 
of years. The local road mo-neys are 
voted per capita and g·o to the local 
road boards., and the ·Government i11 
no way interfere witl1 tl1em. They are 
expended by these road boards under 

their local jurisdiction in the various 
settlen1ents. As regards main lines, 
tl1ese are also voted fro·rn po.int to 
point and the Gove.rnment lrnow notl1-
i11g· wl1ate·ver about tl1en1. They are 
fixed arbitrarily. We 11ave been votin,g 
that sum now ($65,000) for main lines 
-well, for tl1e last 25 or 30 yea.rs 
with out any variation. Tl1ey have 
been, as I sa)", settle·d arbitra,rily-not 
on the bas.is. of population, nor terri
tory, nor size of district-and tl1ey 
have gone on and become practically 
a part of tl1e law of tl1e land; and th~ 
difficulty now would be to interfe re 
with them. Take, for instance, tl1e 
11on. member for St. John's. East, wl10 
was speakt11g a few minutes ago 
about main lines in his district. Well , 
I ·don't suppose he .has. a grant of 
n1ore than fifteen or sixteen hundred 
dollars for main 1ines. 

I' 

MR. KENT-About that. 
RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-

Probably not mo1:"e than $1500, wl1ile 
a (listrict with a smaller population, 
!llre Trinity, has sometl1ing· like, ~9UOO 
\Vell, that may 11ave arisen out of the 
fact that Trinity had premiers i e
presen ting it for a gireat ma11y yea-rs 
and probably' tl1ey may 11a.ve been 
able to get more than the others. I 

don't know 11ow it ·cam·e-. ·ab'out. · · Th·e 
same i.s ~rue of 'Twilling·ate; .that dis- · 
trict 11as five or s'ix tl1ousand dollars 

. , 

for ·m.ain lines, wh1ile otl1e.r- smallerr 
districts probably 11a\'"e more. Some 
of tl1e districts .got very little,and on-

. . .~ 

ly certain roads are 1rega.rded as main 
lines. Now, take the d.istrict of 
St. Jol1n's West. · \lVe 11ave a par t 
of tl1e Topsail Roacl-out to Quigle·y's, 
about two m'iles tl1is side of Dono
v-a11's. We get $200 to l{eep that road 
up. On the otl1er 11and, we· 11a ve no 
vote from St. Jol1n's to Petty Hrurbor, 

distance of about ten miles. It i:s a 
1nain line, and we have got to keep 
tl1at in repair out of our local moneys. 
T11e sa1ne is, of course, true of a great 
many other of tl1a.t class. of road. 
Now, we \rote here $20,000 every year· 

that is largely i·n the allocation o.2 
the Government. Tl1at is outside the 
local vote a11d 1Jutside the main line 
·vote. Tl1at 11as been go1ing on for a 
great number of )rears too. My 11on. 
friend, tl1e n1ember fo·r· •rwillingate, 
will 1re11'}ember, I am s.ure, that the me
thod whicl1 tl1e Gover11ment emplo-ys 
in reference to allocations under tl1at 
11ead is si1nply to obta1n tl1e verr Y 
best in1ftor1nation from time to . time, 
tl1e letters tl1at come in frorm the varj
ous districts, the representations tl1at 
are m.ade-a11d with all tl1is inforn1a· 
tion befor e tl1em,tl1e Government allo:. 
cate tl1is a1nount. They do not a.1: 
ways, of cou r·se, satisfy everyone, but 
tl1e object iG to do tl1e g·reatest good 
to tl1e greatest number. ' 

MR. MOUL TON-I would like to 
say a few words on main line grants. 
I can assure tl1e 11on. n1ember ::'or 
Twillingate that tl1e grant of $65,000 
is not expended. 'in tl1e dist,r.ict of Bur
geo and La Poile. We get tl1e ina.gni· 
ficent sum of $2GO a year for a coast 
line of 130 miles. in the· mean tin1e 

c1uite agree '\vith_ '\Vhat 11e_ say$, and 

• 
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conside·r that the amount should \)e_ 

shared in the various districts per 
canita, and that e.very district should 
get its proper proportion. of tl1at 
amount. It is not fair f-0r one dis
trict to be getting a lot of money and 
another very little. I . ·don't think 
that we have got ten mil€s of main 
line in the whole1 district of Burgeo 
and LaPoile. That has been going 
on for years, and I suppose it will go 
on. I think the· Govern.ment should 
take steps to have this 1money shared 
out per capita. I quite sympathize 
with the hon. membe:r fo.r Twillingate 
in the medicine that they have to ta.ke 
regarding the g,rants. I tool\: tl1at 
medicine for several years ·.vltile ;n 
the Opposition, and it ts not ''3ry 
nice. I am sorrry that he doesn't seen1 
to care about it. 

MR. ROBERTS·.-Mr. Chairman, I 

"'Tas going to s·ay that I agree witl1 the 
observations of my learned colleague 
with refe01f'.nce to main lin·"> r\)(tJ 

grants, an·d it jus.t oc'C·urs to me that 
petitions h.ave been presented to the 
House year after year from H01.:ing 
Neck asking if1Qr a sum of money, ~J·Jt 

tl1er:e h·as been no .r.ecognition an:d no 
money·s have been or, I sup.pose, will 
be voted. I also agree· witl1 what 
he says in referen.ce to petitions. \\Te 

all know the way in wl1i·ch they are 

moneys allocated, some.thing were 
done towards inruin line road expen-. 
ses in that neighborhood1. 

MR. GEAR-Mr. Cha&rman~ from an 
answer I received to a question last 
week I find that the amount oa money 
spent in Burin district during the 
past ·su·m\1ner was forty odd thousand 
dollars, and the main line was, consid
era.bly extended. I would ask, Sirr, 
that another thousand ·dollars be put 
in the estimates f o.r the purpose of 
keepdng up the roads that were ma·d'e 
in Bt1r'in district tha.t cost $44,000. 
If that money was spent because the 
district was open and a membet was 
wanted. 'v·ell, then, alright; but if1 it 
was done for the benefit · of the 
people, then I say it would be a shame 
to let tl1e roads g·o down for want of 
a·dequate ·m.eans to rep.air them. I 
would there:f.ore asl{, Sir, that a fwr
tl1er sum o.f $1,000 be ad!ded to the es
timates to keep up these, roads. 

\ I did not think we were gone past 
the f el'r)r vote. I would like, to ask 
wl1ether the increase of $90 for tl1e 
Marystown ferry 18 intended to in
crease the w.ages of the ferryman, or 
if it is to run a motQt~ ferry which 
I understand is to be placed there? 

MR. CLAPP-Mr·. Cl1airman,I would 
like to ask whether it is tl1e intention 
of the Government to put in Supple-

tr·eated. The whole thing needs re- mentary Sup·ply an a.mount for pur-
adjustment. As to road inspe.ction, I 
lia ve not ·seen any inspecto1;:"" in n:y 
district. I thought that the whole 
thing was to 11ave. be·en readjust•?-d 1Jn
der a Department known as the R.0:1d 

Inspector's office. However, I \Vot1ld 
like tl1e Minister of Public Works to 
take a note of the requirements of 
H~rring N ec·k in particular in view 
of tl1e petitions that have been pre
sented to this House asking for a m.a.n 
line in that locality. The people would 

consider it a great favor, if, out of the 

, 

pose of running a f:erry on St. Mar-
ga.ret's Bay, in accordance witl1 peti
tions p.resented to this House on s,ev
eral occasions, and w·hich the 11011. 
Premier promised he would see done, 
if pos.sible. Thd·s is a very impor-
tant m.atte:". A good many people 
have to walk round tl1is Bay, wh'ile it 
would only cost about $5 to run a 
ferry. I am not askin.g this wjth the 
object of putting any obstacle iin th.e 
way of tte Governme·nt, but it is a 
request of1 tl1e Cl1urch of England mis-
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sionary there. 
:.MR. GEAR-But about Marystowri? 
HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORK·S. 

-I may ,say tl1at the vote .was. ·in
crea.sed .for the reason that tr;affic has 
increased to such. a.n extent that no 
man would ·do the -work for a less ·sal-
ary. 
· MR. GEAR-Is tl1ere to be -no motor 
ferry there?• 

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS 
-I do11't kno'v wheth1er theire is to be 
a motor ferry or· not. 

MR. GEAR-I understoodJ that tl1.at 
vote was1 f OJ~ .a fe1riry .service from 
Ivia1·y,stown across the Tic:kle? 

RT. HON. PR1ME MINISTER-No. 
MR. CLAPP-Regarding tl1e ques

~tion I asked in connection with the 
ferry on St. Mar,gairet'.s Bay, I would 
like to know wl1ether it is tl1e inten
_tion of the Government to take, that 
·m;atter up tl1is year? It is very nec:es
sary tl1at a fer1ry should b.e put on 
this Bay. It 11as been asked for sev
eral times, and was practically· pr·om
ised by the Prime Mini.ster~a p·r·om
·ise tl1at has, so rfiar, been unfulfilled 
-and I had a11 ans,we\r1 from: the· Min
ister that it was under tl1e1 considera
tion of tl1e Government. No\v, tl1at is 
:v·ery vag·ue. I would like an ans.wer
yes or no-whether' it will be· done or 
not and whethe1" it is. tl1e intention to 
put a vote in supplementa1ry supply or 
not. 

l\11N. PUBLIC WORKS-I 11ave no 
doubt that tl1e Govern1n1ent will gra.nt 
that re,quest. It is a promise of tl1e 
Government, and as· their promi·ses 
are generally fulfilled I have no doubt 
but tl1at this one will also be kept. 

MR. CLIFT-I notic.e (I ·don't know 
wl10 .are occupying the positio.ns I rre
Der to), that tl1e :clerk .in charg·e of the 
d·istributio11 departn1ent of tl1e Ge11eral 
Post Office, g·ets $800 wl1ile tl1e Su
perintendent of Reg·istration gets 

I 

f 

$1000. One clerk 'is raised from ·$800· 
to $1000 w.hile - tl1e cle·rk in c1l1ar.ge
ren1a.ins at ·the -same figure·. If .tl1ese 
1officials we.re· o::E ·equal i'm1portance. be-
fore -tl1is cl1an·ge, · v1hy ls one salary 
rais.ed and tl1e otl1er allowed to re
n1ain a.t tl1e old figure? I assume tl1at 
botl1 the officials are equally compe
tent and put ·in tl1e sa.me1 amount . of 
tLm1e and labour at tl1e1ir work. Fur
tl1er on I notice that the Chief Ac
counta11t 11as an increase of $200-his 
salary V\ras $800-wl1ile two otl1er men 
at $800 are allo-vved ·to -remain tl1e 

\ 

san1e. Perl1aps tl1eTe is some expla-
nation for it? 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-I 
tli-.ink "if tl1e 11on. me1nber will give 
a little .study to tl1e question he will 
see tl1at ' tl1ere are ·m.any g·oo·d and 
sufficient reasons for these incr·ea.s.es. 
Take tl1e Chiefi Accountant. He 11as 
apparently received $200 increa,se, but 
as a matter of fact 11e has been re
ceiving that .amount <;>n . Executive re
sp·o11siblty for several years, and paid 
Ollt of ·contin.gencies. And if tl1e hon. 
g·entleman will turn to tl1e Post Ma,s
ter General's report and see tl1e· in
c: ease tl1e actual pl1ysical increase-
1n tl1e work of1 tl1at De·paTtmie~t. 11e 
\Vill be prepared to admit that this 
n1an is, even with tl1e increa,se, under
paid. I refer to Mr. l\1a·rtin . . 

MR. CLIFT-I .am not objecting to 
l\1 r . lVIa,r·tin-only the principle. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-The 
principle is1 tl1at it was strongly re
con1.men-ded by tl1e Post Maste,r .Gen .. 
eral tl1at the man was underpaid. He 
was 11andling· million~, and if he went 
out to-morrow 11e could not b·e re
pla.ced. You could not :replace 11dm 
-absolutely reliable-a man wl1os.e 
word is his bond-sober, attentive
all the q ua.lifications frJr tr1e position. 
He 11as. been tl1ere now ·a great ma.ny 
years, and has to do as mucl1 work .. in 
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tl1e night as. in tl1e day in order to 
keep ·up-wo.rk that cannot be done 
by assistants~m11,st ·he done by 11im-
self personally. Then there is tl1e 
case of l\/Ir. Kinsella. He has an 
increase from $800 to $1000. He has 
been in tl1e departn1ent tl1irty-eigl1t 
years. I-Ie went into tl1e post office 

as a letter car;rier at $100 a sear. He 
is now getting up1 for sixty, and his 
salary, up to this increa.se, was tl1e 
same as tl1at of many clerk,s- of six 
or seven years. standing in the public 
service. 'l"l1is was re!commended al
so-strongly recommended. He 11as 
tl1e experience of tl1e office, is tl1or
ougl1ly reliable, a11d is the 11ead o.:" a 
lar .. g·e department iin the post office. 
In the old d·ays, in tl1e ge,neral post 
office "department" counted for ve.ty 
little, because tl1e· volume of \vork 
was. not the,re, but now tl1e· wl1ole ser
vic·e 11as been broken up' into a num
ber of departments. It 11a.s not been 
done ·during tl1e last two or tl1cee 
years but during the last seven or 

eigl1t years. These men are now 
practically deputies of the Po,st Mas
ter General i11 tl1ese vairious depa·rt
ments. You have to consider tl1e 
nu1nber of years tl1at a man has been 
tl1ere and tl1e exper ience tl1at 11e l1as 
g·ained as ag·a.inst .anotl1er man vvho 
is proba.bly ·doing· f1a1irly good woTk 
but 11a.s only been i11 tl1e Department 

' 
a f1e.w years. These are only a fe.w 
of tl1e considerations tl1at led to tl1e 
raising· o.f so1ne of tl1e·se salatr'ie.s and 
not all. It would really be necessary 
to have the wl1ole last be(101-:e us-the 
period of .service, tl1e clas.s of work, 
the new dt1ties. tl1at are da.ily being 
entailed on these men, to understancl 
tl1e causes underlyin.g these inc;rea,ses. 
It 11as not been ·done 11aphazard nor 
Wi'tllO\lt earnest consideration of 
all tl1ese· details ~ 

· MR. CLAPP-Mr. Cl1airman, befo·re 

• 

tl1i.s m1atter g·oes tl1rougl1, I would 
like to ask the Colonial SecTetary f O·r 
tl1e names of tl1e many other.s wl10 
bave been recommended by the Post 
l\1aster ·General if1or increases in sal
aries and who, 11ave been in, the post 
office for yea.rs of service? 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

I am unable to give my 11on. friend 
tl1e information just now, but I shall 
endea·vou:r to 11a.ve it for 11.im to-mor'
row. 

MR. KENT-I do not think the 11on. 
gentle1nan objected in any way to the 
i11creas.es f·or everybody recognizes 
tl1at all wl10 11ave received i11creases 
have no doubt deserved tl1en1, but 
from wl1at I can ga.ther, he objected 
against tl1e diSC!Tin1ination 
men eciually experienced and 

ag.ainst 
11ard-

working as. those wl1ose sala.r'ies ha'\re 

·been increased. Tl1at was tl1e position 
tl1at 11e tool\:. There are men in the 
Post Off.ice wl1om I 11ave known for 
years, 1nen wl10 are 11eads of depar: t-
111ents there, who have worked tl1eir 
\.Vay up tl1rough the service, wl10 11ave 
not received a11y increase, and th·ese 
are tl1e men who de.serve conside·ra
tion at tl1e 11ands of tl1e Governme:nt. 
Tl1e Goveirnment mig'l1t easily 11ave 
given them the ,same increase of two 
or thre·e hundred dollars that the 

otl1ers received and tl1 us a voided this 
discrim1ination. Take the case of Mr. 
Aylwar·d, one o 5 tl1e c'lerks there, wl10 
11as been a life time in tl1e service. 
Mr. Clarke is .anothe.r, but neithe.r of 
tl1ese men has received any consider· 

· ation. Tl1etr work 'is quite as re,spon
sible as that of the men whose sal
a.ries. 11ave been increased. Why 
11as such ·dis.crimination been made in 
tl1is depa.rtment wl1:en the salary of 
tl1e assistant ac.cou11tant has increas
ed fro1n .eigl1t hundred to a thousand 
·dollars; the searetary to the Post
m1aster-General from $650 to $850; tl1e 
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first .clerlr fro1n $800 to $1000; the be employed in reducing some of the 

superintendent of Parcel Post f1rom 
$800 to $1000 .and tl1e Jun.ior clerk 
from $200 to $240. The clerk-in~ 

charge is of the same standing as tl1e 
assistant accountant a.nd the superin· 
tendent of the Post Offi1c:e, and yet 
11e is left exactly as he was as. far as 
sa.lary is co.nce·rned. Tl1e same a.p
plies to Mr. Devereaux and other of
ficials tl1ere and tl1at is tl1e objection 
that is raised. 

I do not conside;r that it i.s any an
.swer to say that tl1ese things were 
done in the past for we· ru:-e not con
sideiri11g the doings of former gov-

crn.ments. Tl1ese are p.ast and gone 
an·d we have only to deal witl1 tl1e 
present actions of the Government 
and the discTiminations which have 
been shown. ThA contention that it 
11as been the custom i.n tl1e past to do 
a ce1rta.in thing is. a ve1ry weak one, 
a.nd 11as. been put forward too often 
by tl1e Government. Tf the· inten
tion o.f tl1e g·overnmen t was to in
crease the .salaries; of the heads o;f 
depa.rtments and thoRe holding prom
inent positions, then I th.ink that tl1ey 
ought to 11.ave given the· whole n1atte,r 
mo.re considera.tion and treated all 
deserving officials alike. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-

Tl1e Government does. not rely on the 
tu quoque argument, but we merely 
give that as an additional defence to 
our position, if .necessary. As a ma.t· 
te.r o( fact, theire has been no di.scrim
ination shown at all, and the argu
ment that \Vhen we m,ake an increa.se 
in the salary of one or two officials 
we must m.ake1 an increase in the 
wl1ole sy.stem from the top to the 
lJottom is absurd. Because there is a 
man in o·ne of the departmients who 
des·e:rves. an in.c:rease of salary it is no 
arg·ument that every man .should re
ceive it. On the contrary we might 

1 

• 

salaries at t11e Custom's House and 
increasing others. Tl1e.re ha.s been ab
solutely no disc1rimination, but an at
tem.pt 11as been made to do justice to 
some of tl1e officials. whose salarie .. 
l1ave not been sufficient re1nunera
tion .f.or tl1e services rendered by 
tl1em. In each ·case tl1e increase 
11as been merely an advancement and 
i1ot brought about by any per.sonal mo
tives. As regards. the officials at tl1e 
Post Office· we have consulted with 
tl1e Postmaste.r Gene;r.al, a1nd 11ave 
made other enquiries. It is impos
sible to :state here all the reaSiOns 
that have induced the Government to 
Jncrease some· salaries and not oth-

ers. These reason0 are good 
sufficient, but they cannot be 

and 
dis-

closed here. However, tl1ey n1ust be 
tal\:en in to c1onsideration by my lion. 
friends opposite who will appre·ciate 
tl1e fa.ct that they cannot be adduced 
11ere. The Government ·does not rely 
on tl1e tu quoque a.rgument. Wl1en 
speal{ing on this matter before I 
merely pointed 1out tl1at ·duri11g the 
eigl1t years tl1at the forme.r1 Gove:-n. 
ment was in power, tl1e salaries of 
011e or two officials were raised year 
after yeaI", .and the others recei,,.ed 
no increase wl1atever. If anyone is 
interested in the matter he can see 
tl1e figures from 1901 to 1908, and 11e 
will find tl1at so·me officials received 
an increase yea.r after year of firom 
fifty to two h un·dred dollars. We do 
not rely on that argument, as I have 
already said, but when we are placed 
upon our defence we add it as an ad
ditional plea. 

MR. KENT-Just one word in re
ply. I 11ave no ·doubt tl1at when the 
esti1na.tes, to which the Rt. hon. 
Premier has ref erred, were before 
the H.o•use the Mini!stecr" in chmrge 
of them "\Vas able to justify the 

• 
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cl1anges made in tl1e salar·ies of some 
of the_ civil servants, _ and sl1ow that 
tl1ey were made on proper grounds. 
I . w_as not a member of the House at 
tl1e time and do 11ot l{now to wl1at 
partic.ular salarie·s '11e re:1ers. Howe· 
er, wl1en tl1e· Prime Minister says 
tl1at no ·discrimination has been 
.sho\vn, I ·do not ag.ree vvitl1 him, for I 
tl1ink there has been a.n·d that the 
cases whlcl1 I have pointed out are 

very clear· cases of/ discrimination. 
·:rhe Prime Minister has .said tl1at it 
is 11ot necessary to go from the top 

tl1eir '\\Ta.y up, and . who have r:ot re
ceived an increase, altl1ougl1 I und~r-

• 

stand they 11a ve been hi1g·hly recom-
1nended by tl1e Postmaster-General. 
Take the case of one official, whose 
name I do not care to mention. Ile 
11as been higl1ly recommended by tl1e 

Post111aster General, and is in evet'Y 
wa)"' a.s mucl1 entitled to an increase 
as any other man in the <lepart.1t1e:i.t. 
Why 11as he not received an in.crease·: 
I cannot see. why 11e has not re-
ceived 'it, especially when he hc.s 
been recomrnende•d by tl1e Postmaster 

to the . bottom if we· want to increase Gener·al. 
u11e salary. Certainly not. I do not MR. CLI FT.-vVl1y is it that some of 
claim it for I tl1ink tl1ere a.re cases 
and circumstances under whicl1 tl1e 
salar'ies ·of individuals mig·ht be fa.irly 
increased, but that the· increases now 
bc.fo:·e us are of that kind. Wl1en tl1e 
Clerlc in Cl1arge at tl1e Post office is 
in practically tl1e sa.me position in ev
ery way as tl1e .1\ccountant, wl1y 
sl1ould one have his salary increased 

ai1d not tl1e otl1er? I do n·ot tl1ink 
it is neces·sary to assert tha.t if tl1e 
salary of one ·is increased tl1e salary 
of eacl1 man in tl1e dep.a.rtmen t must 
also be increased, but I do think tl1at 
if the Government does justice to one 
of tl1e officials it sl1ould do justice to 
them all. 

MR. CLAPP-Do I understand that 
. . 

all tl1e offiicals of the Post office who 
have been recommended an increase 
of sala.ry b)r tl1e Postmaster Gener.al, 
·have 11a,d tl1eir saalries increased? I 
11ave asked tl1at all correspondence 
between tl1e Postr11aster-General and 
tl1e Colonial Secretary's departme11 t 
011 tl1e matter be laid on tl1e table 

' and I understand it will b.e· tabled to-
1norro\\r. I ask tl1e question because 

I know of some official,s tl1ere -,v110 

11ave been 'in tl1e. service for over 

thirty years, . and wl10 11ave ~\vorl{t~d 

tl1e clerks on the mail boats. receive 
only $260 while o.tl1e,r,s 1r1ecetve $330. 

HON. MIN. OF FINANCE AND 

CUSTOMS-In some cases the .steam
ers are running fur eight n1ontl1~; 011-

ly and tl1e clerlcs, on these do i1ot ... e
cei ve. as mucl1 as tl1os.e on steamers 
running· all tl1e -year. 

MR. CLAPP.-I am g·la,d to see tl1at 
tl1e postal official at Bonne Bay has 
received .an ·increase. He has bce 11 

there a nun1ber of years and tl1e in .. 
c.rease 'is merited. I advocated :J1is 
increase long· ago, and I am g'lad to 
see novv, that the Gove.rnment has 
moved i:n the n1atter, for a mo1·e 
vvortl1y or more honest man cannot 
be found in the service. He has to 
worlr very hard and has to get out of 
his bed at all hours in tl1e night,when 
the "Home'' calls tl1e.re. I am very 
mucl1 pleased that tl1e Government 
11as made the increase. l.1""'lower's Cove 
hag recently been made a l\1oney Or
·der office, and I would like to ask 
whether any increase has been made 
in tl1e salary of tl1e postmi,stres.s 
tl1ere. I wr·ote tl1e P·ostma.ste.r Gener .. 
al on the matter, and asked if any in· 
crease would be made but I do -not 

' 
know ·definitely if it will be. I tl1ink 
sl1e should receive it for she is a 

• 
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v~ery efficient official. 
. M·R. ROBERTS·.-Mr. ~l1airman, I 
would like to ask if any increase has 
been r·ecommended by the Po.stmaster 
Gen~eral for the postmaster· ofl Twil
lingate. I ·do not suppose tl1at there 
i-s a more ,deserving official in tl1e 
whole Government service, than the 
postm.a.ster at Twillingate. Year aft
er year increas.es are voted for post-
1na.ste1rs. in St. John's, but no in· 
crease i.s given him, thougl1 his is an 
important offic·e, a.s Twillingate ,1is 
t11e port of call of the Labrador and 
Coastal Service and he has. to work 
as hard as 11alf· a dozen men. If we 
look throu,g·h tl1e estimate,s, we will 
find tl1at tl1e outports postmasters 
have never been treated fairly in this 
respect. Tl1ey do ten time·s. as much 
work a.s tl1ey are being pa.id for. I 

would like to l{no,w, therefore, if tl1ere 
was any recon1mendation to increase 
-his salary. 
. HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

I may say tl1at I 11ave no recollection 
of any recommendation. Tl1e Post1na.s
ter General reco·m1mended an increase 
i11 the ·salaries of the operator and 
telegrapl1 messenger. I \Vill make en
c1 uiries in this matter. 

MR. KENT-I would li~e to know 
wl1ether it is tl1e intention of the 
Gove,rnment, in view o.f the daily 
n1ail now in St. John's Ea.st, that is 
between the city and Torbay Pouch , 
Co\re, Portugal Cove etc, to increase 
the sa)ar.ies of the Postmaster in 
eacl1 of tl1ose places. I notice that the 
same amiounts are in the estimates as 
frorme1rly,but tl1e wo'.tk is, now ·doubled. 
I 11ope that tl1ey will take. tl1is under 
conside:ration. 

. HON COL, SECRETARY-Up to the 
pres.ent time no appli,cations have 

ation from the ·Government . 
MR. KENT-I understood that ap· 

plica tions h.ad com.e i'n. 
MR. CLAPP-I would like to ask if 

any inorease h.as ·bee·n recommended 
by the P·ostmaster General for the 
Postmistress at Flower's Cove. 

HON. COL. SECRETARY,--! have 
no recollection of any such recommen
dation. 

IVl R. CL I FT-Wl1y are tl1e increases 
in the vote.s f·or couriers? 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
Tl1ere are veiry few cl1anges in th'is 
vote,but tl1ey h.ave been made on the 
recommendaton of tl1e P.J,VI.G. There 
ha v.e been ,several changes in the 
routes, ·several couriers have resigr1-
ed, and ,we could not get .any one to 
tal{e their places, 'except at an · i·n
c·reased salary. 

MR. CLIFT-I would like to know 
why the courier if·rorn Brigus and Rail
\Vay 11as been ire:duced fro1n $240, to 
$160. I 11appen to know something 
about ths man, and tl1e work that he is 
doing, and I th'ink that it is: very un
fair to reduce 11im to this amount. He 
11as to ·drJve up to tl1e station every 
time the train comes, and 11e 11as to 
l{eep a 11ors.e and carriage, and the 
sum of $160 'is totally inadequate. It 
is ve::ry unfair to redu.c·e 11im that 
amount. I mention it now in the hope 
that tl1e Government will take it into. 
conside·ration, and put this. man on a 
better footing. He has had this _,.posi
tion ·f:or a number of years, has given 
satisfaction, and a better man for the 
position c·ould not be secured. I th'ink 
tl1at it is c·ruel to expect him to keep 
a horse and ca!'lriage, to drive to the 
,station twice· a day, on a pittance · of 
$160. I sincerely hope tl1at the Gov·
ernment will give this matter serious 

been re.ceived for an incre·ase. I can consi·deration. 
assure the 11on. member that any ap- HON. COLONIAL SECRETARV.
plications will receive every cons'ider- The reduction 11as. not been made re-
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cently, and I cannot rernBmbe~ tl1e 
circumstances ve·ry 'vell, so I speak 
subject to correction. I think, howev
er, it is du·e to a divisio11 of the worlc. 
The mail for Georgetown was usually 
taken by tl1is courier, now anotl1er 
man 11as cl1arge O~\ it, so tl1at the 
work 11e 11as to do is very mucl1 less. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER-Does he 

do tl1e same work? 
MR. CLIFT.--He 11as practically the 

same amount of work to do, and 11e 
11as to give tl1e .same amount of time. 
As Tegar:ds the salary of the courier 
from Hant's Hr., to Heart's Content, 
I would like to kno\\r wl1y tl1is has 
been increased from $260 to $401.18. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-
Tl1ere is now a dail)'" mail duriiJ '.~· ti1e 
summe.r rr1onths. 

MR. ROBERTS.-! would like to 
know why tl1e salary of the courier 
from Le'\visporte a11d Boyd's Cove 11a.s 
been increased. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETAY.-

The same .reply as I gave to Mr. 
Clift's question covers this. 

MR. ROBERTS-There is anotl1er 
inatter. Tl1e Twilli.ngate Courier gets 
$238 and the Lewisporte courier gets 
$300 for exactly the same work. The 
distance covered by botl1 is exactly 
tl1e same-18 miles in eacl1 case. 

MR. CLIFT-Perl1aps. tl1e Colonial 
Secreta:ry will find out tl1e reason for 
tl1at ·difference. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SEC RE-
TA RY-Certainly. 

MR. KENT-vVitl1 regard to tl1e 
Bell Isla.nd service I notice tl1at 
tl1ere is an increase. Wl1at was tl1e 
alteration that took place in tl1e ser
vice there. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE-
Lance C·o,re, ha.s be.en added to the 
J)laces of call. 

MR. KENT-Under the . arrange
ment last year they we·re to call at 

l(elligrews, Lance Cove,tl1e Beach and 
Portug·al co·ve. Tl1at WaiS tl1e time of 
tl1e ·Cl1ange of service, if you reme::n
ber. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-

Tl1e orig'inal contract was tl1e Beach, 
Portugal Cove and Kelligrews. After
wards, on the repre:sentation of tl1e 
people of Bell Islan·d, tl1e upper end 
of tl1e Island, opposite l(elligrews was 
inolu,ded and $600 additional was ad
ded to tl1.e contract. It was first $2,800 
a11d tl1en it was 1raised to $3,400. 

MR. KENT-I think that was done 
last yea·r wl1en the vote was $2,800. 

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE-No. $2,-
800 was the original tender, and Lance 
Cove vvas not include.d .. 

MR. KENT -I tl1inl\: you are mis-
taken. I would. like to see the co.ntract 

MR. CLIFT-Wl1y is tl1ere an in
crea.se of $2,000 fo;r St. George's Bay. 

HON. MIN. FINANCE-It is the in

tention to provide a better steamer. 
rJIR. CLIFT-vVI1at is that montl1ly 

allowance to Telegrapl1 Offices·? 
HON. MIN. JUSTICE-It is $1.50 a 

montl1 [(or ligl1t and cleaning of each 
offiice. Tl1e increase is to provide fo·r 
the new offices, 

Mr. Speal\:er re1sumed tl1e Cl1air. 
Tl1e chairman from tl1e CommittP · 

of tl1e Whole reported tl1at t11.ey 11ad 
considered tl1e matter to tl1em refer
red, 11ad n1ad.e some prog:-ess, and 
asked lea.ve to sit again. 

It was ordererl tl1at tl1is rep,ort be 
receivecl and adopted, and the Com
mittee 11a,re lea,re to sit again on to
morl"OW. 

Tl1e Hon. lVIi11ister of Justice gave 
notice that 11e would ask leave to i11-

trod uce a Bill to amend tl1e law re
lating to copyiright. 

Mr. Kent gave Notice 0 1f Question. 
It was moved and seconded that 

1'vl1en tl1~ House rises it adjour11 u11til 

• 
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to .. morrow, Tuesday, Marcl1 12tl1., at 
tl1ree of tl1e cloclt in tl1e afternoon. 

Tl1e H'ouse tl1en acljourned accord
ingly. 

TUESDAY, Mrurcl1 12tl1. 

rrl1e House met at tl1ree of tl1e 
clock in tl1e a.fternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

P~JTITIONS. 

MIN. PUBLIC WORKS-Mr. Speal{-
er, I beg to present a petition., an im
portant one, l~rgely signed by tl1e 
leading· re.sidents of the South Sho.re 
o·f' Conception Bay, Kelligrews and 
otl1er settlements, witl1 reference to 
tl1e instalme11t of a system of tele-
pl1011es upon tl1e South Sl11ore. It is 
well known tl1at tl1e last few years, 
large numbe·rs of the people of St. 
John's reso1rt to Kelli.grews in sun1-
mer, and tl1ere is no publia telegrapl1 
office at that place, only tl1e one be-
1onging· to tl1e railway compa11}''". The 
people belie\re tl1at a telepl1one sys
te1n '\Vould be more con\renient, and 
tl1ey pray tl1i.s House to oonsj,d·er 
tl1eir request, .and if possible 11ave a 
telephone system i11stalled on the 
Soutl1 Sho::e between l{elligrews a11cl 
St. John's. It can of course tap tl1e 
intervening localities along tl1e 
sl1ore. I gi,re this. petition my 11earty 
sup1~ort, a11d 11ope tl1at if possible its 
prayer may be acceded to. 

MR, PARSONS-Mr. Spea.ker, I beg· 
to prese.nt a petition from tl1e ir1l1abi
tants of Coley's Point on tl1e subject 
of a Yoad to tl1e public wl1arf tl1ere. 
Also a petition fro1n Courage's Beacl1 , 
on tl1e subject of drainage or se-vver
ag·e. Tl1is section is very tl1ickly pop
lated tl1e::re, a11d tl1e extension of tl1e 
seweraig·e . is an absolute necessity in 
tl1e interest of tl1e public 11ealti1. I 

ask that these petitions be referred 
to tl1e Depart1nents to ·wl1icl1 tl1ey 
relate. 

• 

MR. DOWN EV-Mr. Spea.ker, on 
bel1alf of His Honor tl1e Spealter -I 
be;.; to present two petitions,-from 
Clarke's Beacl1 for $100 and f1rom 
Nort11 River for $150 respectively. 
Tl1e former allocation is wanted fo1r 

a ·very" necessa·rY road; I kno\v tl1e 
place a11d can appreci1ate wl1a.t a g·:~eat . 
adva11tag·e it would be to tl1e people. 
I beg tl1at tl1ese be referred to tl1e De
partment to v1l1iicl1 tl1ey relate. 

MR. LeFEUVRE-Mr. Speaker, I 

1)eg to present a petitio11 from Frencl1-
n1an's Cove for a breastwork or breal{
water to protect tl1e meadows . an.d 
g·ardens at tl1at place from tl1e salt 
water, tl1e soil, being very low 
sandy; also fron1 Gree11view and 
inity-, aslting· for $200 to con1plete 

and 
• 

VIC-

a. 

road com1ne11ced there some , years 
ag·o and now falling· into ·disrepair. 
Also a, petition f1ro1n Lamaline and 
adjoining places asl{ing for a g·ra.nt 
to erect a pl1blic building there, in-
cll1din_g· Court room, post office and 
teleg·raph office. Tl1e present Court 
room is only tl1e uppe"r flat of a store 
and tl1e Post ·and Telegrapl1 offitces 
are in a small dwelling 11ouse, dilapi
date.ct and long since unfit for ~l1uman 

11ab·itation. I beg that these petitions 
be re~erred to tl1e department to 
wl1icl1 tl1ey relate. 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 

Mi N ES-lVIr. Speal\:er, I beg to pre~ 

se11t a petition from Middle Aml1erst 
Co·ve asking· for $110 for ne.cessary im
p·ro·vement to a la11ding place, also ·a 
petition from Salvage praying tl1at 
sealing· captains be forbidden to take 
seals from 12 o'clock on Satur·day 
i1ig"l1t to 12 o'clocl{ on Sunday nig·I1t. 
I -ask tl1at tl1ese be referred to tl1e de
part1nents to \vl1ich ·t11ey relate. · · 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.-Mr. 

Speaker, I beg· to present a petition 
from tl1e inl1abitants of Ha1;bour .Main 
,!)'roper i11 reference to tl1e g·tan ting of 

• 
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a sum of money for repairs to a road 
know.n as Hickey'.s Road in tl1at place. 
Tl1ey ask f·or $400. This road ha.s been 
neglected fo·r some years ; I suppose 
tl1e funds dld not ·enable the district 
representatives. to alloc·ate money 
for it, but 11ope that tl1is year if ll·OS

sible money may be found for the 
pu·rpose. I beg tl1at tl1is be· referred 
to tl1e Department to whicl1 it relates. 

Mr. Kent gave notice of questio:i.1 . 

MESSAGES FROlVI COUNCIL. 

M 1r. Speaker informed tl1e House 
tl1at 11e hacl received a message from 
tl1e Legislative Council acquainting 
tl1e House of Assembly that tl1ey had 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act to 
P .revent Promiscuous Spittin.g," to 
wl1icl1 tl1ey i·ec1uested the concurrence 
of the House ofi Assembly. 

On motion, tl1e Bill wa.s iread a first 
time and orde1red to be read' .a second 
tim'e on to·morrow. 

lVf;r. Speali:er inforn1ed the· House 
that he had ·received .a messa.ge fron1 
tl1e Legislative Council acquajnting 
the House of As~sembly tl1at tl1ey 11ad 
passed the Bill se11t up entitled "An 
Act to amend Cl1apter 120 ofi tl1e Con
solidated Statutes' (second series), en
titled "Of Ha::-·bour Master and Har· 
bour Regulations for tl1e Port of St. 
J ol1n's"., witl1 an amendment, in wl1icl1 
they req nested tl1e concurrence of the 
House of Assembly. 

On motion, the Council's a:inen·d .. 
ment "ras read a fdrst time, and or· 
dered to be rea.d a s.econd time on to· 
morrow. 

M·r. Chairman fro1n tl1e Comn1ittee 
of tl1e Wl1ole on Supply re.ported cer ... 
tain Resolutions, wl1icl1 were read a 
first time as. follows:-

Roads, Brid.ges and Fer·ries, $180,293 
Postal and Telegraph Department, 

$592,555. 40. 
The said Resolutio,ns being read a' 

second time, it was moved that the 

House concur with tl1e Committee 
tl1er einl and tl1e Resolutions were 
agreed to. 

QUESTI·ONS. 
MR. CLAPP asl{ed· tl1e Hon. Colonial 

Secreta.ry w 11ether any action has 
been taken by tl1e ·Government to ap· 
point tl1e pa;rties. named in 11is letter 
to 11im of Decembe.r 13tl1, 1911, to be 
a Road Board from B;rown's Cove to 
lower end of Sop'1s1 Island, White Bay, 
in the district of St. Barbe, and in 
compliance with tl1e request of the 
electors. r.esiding in tl1at section, a.s 
con1municated to 11im in 11is said let· 
ter. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-In 

reply to tl1e Hon. n1ember I would say 
tl1at no actio11 11as been taken by tl1e 
Go\rernn1ent. 

MR. CLAPP a.sked tl1e Hon. Coloni· 
al Secretary to lay on tl1e table of tl1e 
House .all corres.pondence between 
11im and t11e Postmaste·r General witl1· · 
in tl1e last six months in relation to 
the increase of salaries in the De· 

partmen t of tl1e Post Offi1ce. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-

In reply I beg to state tl1at tl1ere 11as 
been no corres_pondence. . 

MR. ROBERTS aslcec1 tl1e Minister 
of Marine a11d· Fisl1e ~~ie3 to lay on tl1e 
table oti tl1e House a. deta.iled state-
1nent of expe11cliture on bricl ~· ·~s < ... t 
Sl1oal Tickle, T\vi'llingate, during tl1e 
year 1911, gi\ring· na1nes of parties tf) 

wl101n an1ou11ts -vvere paid for inaterial 
and labor. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARV-
In tl1e absence of tl1e Minister of 

Marine and Fisl1eries, I beg to lay up
on tl1e table of tl1e House tl1e staie· 
ment .aslred for by the 11011. memlJer. 

MR. ROBERTS asked tl1e Minister 
of Marine and Fi.sherie.s. to lay ·on the 
table of the House a, detailed state
rr1ent of travelli11g expenses paid to 
Tl1omas vVells out of1 Specia.l Gra11t 

, 
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for :rvTarine Works in tl1e District of 
T\viflingate on 5tl1 Ju11e last. 

HON. COLONIAL SECR.ET.ARY-In 

reply to tl1e hon. member I beg to 
table the statement asked for. 

MR. ROBERTS asked tl1e Ministe1
:· 

of lVIarine and Fisl1eries to lay on tl1e 
table of tl1e Hot1se a statement in ·de
tail, .showi11g the nu1nber of l.igl1t 
11ouses built in tl1e District of Twil
lingate fro1n June 1st, 1909, to ·date, 
and the total cost of ea.cl1; also gtving· 
dates and na1nes Of parties to "\Vl101TI 
pa.yments were made for materi:il ancl 
labor in eacl1 case. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-In 

re_pl-y? to tl1e I-Ion. member I beg to 
state I an1 informed by· tl1e Depart-

inent tl1at tl1e statement is in col1rse 
of preparatio11. 

MR. KENT asked tl1e Hon. Colonial 
Secreta.ry to lay on tl1e ta.ble of tl1e 
I-louse a copy ·Of all correspondence, 
contracts ai1d other· docume11ts relat
i11g· to tl1e Coastal Mail Service to 
Bell Island fron1 J·une 30tl1, 1909, to 
r1ate. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-In 

repiy to tl1e lion. me11iber I may say 
tl1at I am 11a ·vin.g tl1e papers copied. 

EDUCATION RESOLDTIONS. 
Pursl1ant to order, and on n1otio11 

of Rt. Hon. tl1e Prime Ministe,;'", tl1e 
l-Iou,se resolved its elf ·in to a Corr1111i t
tee of tl1e vVl1ole to consider certc1i11 
Resol t1tio11s respecti11g Ed uca ti on. 

Mr. Speaker left tl1e Cl1ai'1. 
:rvrr. Parsons tool~ tl1e Cl1alr of Co1r1-

mittee. 

RIGHT HON. THE PREMIER.-

Tl1ere can be no -cloubt tl1at Educa.-
tion, tl1e subject of the Resolt1tions 
vvhich I am about to subn1it for your 
consideration, is of the very highest 
importance to tl1e people of New
f.oundland. Underlying· and at the 
root of all .our national life lies the 
proper education of ot1r people~edu-

• 

cation in t11e t:t\1e sense of tl1e '\VOrll. 

\iVe have reacl1ed a point i11 our educa
tional sys~en1 to-day when the poorest 
boy n1a)r leave 11is 11ome in any dis
trict in tl1e Island, and enjoy free for 
tl1 ree )rears the ad van tag es of an Ox
ford University edt1cation. 

The present occasion is one on -vvl1ich 
\Ve may lJe justified in taking a re
tros1)ective glance at 011r syste111s, and 
-vvhat \Ve have accom1)lished . fer the 
i)ast t ·virenty yeai·s, which is the per
iod dt1ri11g which -v·ve 11ave 11ad the 
Cot1ncil of Higher Education amongst 
us, the Teacl1ers' Pension Fund, the 
Augn1entatio11 Grants, and tl1ose other 
i1ew departt1res in our educational sys
ten1 -vvl1ich have done so inucl1 to 
tring the blessings of edt1catio11 to 
every i11a11's door. 

Son1e i11ay ask if \Ve are not taxing 
ourselves too n1ucl1 for education. I 
an1 of the opinion tl1at we are not, 
\'Vhe11 v,;e consider '\Vl1at \Ve vol11ntar~ 

ily spend on amt1seme11t, 111xuries and 
otl1er un11ecessary expenditures, reach-

. i11g inillions. Every thinking n1a11 in 
the country m11st ad111it that every 
dollar spent on education \vill return 
a h11ndred fold. If ·\\r e only enter into 
tl1e spirit of the \Vork, we -vvill get 
n1orc real pleasure out of assisting 
education than fron1 any other occ11-
pation ·vire are likely to engag·e in. It 
sl1ould be our ain1 and our ambition 
to see tl1at 110 child shalt pass into 
n1anl1ood or won1anhood, mai1ned i11-
itellectually for tl1e battle of life 
tl1rough lacl( of education. \Ve shoul(l 
not alone provide schools, lJt1t ,.ve 
should also encourag·e a11d fester a 
Sl)irit of education. vVe mt1st i11terest 
every ina11, woman and child in this 
educational movement. It is called . a 
tax or1 our i1eople, but in reality -..-ve 
n1erel}r collect the n1011e}r fron1 t110 

.. 
people to pa~y teachers to ed11cate tl1eir 
children. Educated people-those who 
l1ave had the advantage of receiving 
an education,-can appreciate 'vha1t is 
lost to tl1e 1nan or woman who c·an11ot 
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read or "\\7rite. The g·ar11ered vvealtl1 
a,11d treasures of centuries are shut out 

-
from them. ' 

\'7 e cannot · clai11i. · to be · leaders in 
tl1fs;-'n1atter; we · at~ · 111erely : follo·viers. 
l~ifty 3tears ag·o, \Vhe11 very little mon
e)'" -vvas expended 011 ·· oducatio·n, pri\T
ate effort erected the · splendid educa
tional i11s.titutions wl1icl1 \Ve 11ave now~ 
in · this country. Tl1e g·reat · advance 

• 
Ill-tl1at is"·being made fa-day ··111 the 

d.t1stria1 "\vorld; · · the application of 
scfeiice ancl · technical education all 
round, i11akes it r1ecessary that we 

, 

should have \vell-equi1)ped schools for 
ol1r children, if -vve are- to hold our 
l)lace in the · great ·industrial battle 
-yvhicl1 has to be vvaged in 1the very 
nea·r future. Any n1oney that \Ve n1ay 
spend on this worlc \vill be the best 
investment tl1at could possibly be 
n1ade,fron1 a citizen's standpoint. We 
11ave; in this country, 1,000 teachers 
"\vl1oni · we rnust all adn1it are llnder-, 
paid-, especially when we have regard 

. ' 
to the: i1nportance of the · work w.h.ich 
tl1ey perform. The teaching profess
ion is: foren1ost an1ongst the great 

' . 
ag·e11cies of civilization.· Rulers, 1nag-
istrates, vve legislators here, a11 · who 
gover11 tl1·e state, deal with man whe11 
11ig . mental an<l inoral ·characteristics 
are fully dev·eloped. vVe may coerce, 
restrain or destroy the individual sub
jected to 011r control, but the power of 
altering the nature is restricted v\rith· 

-
in narrovv ·poi11ts. 

The teachers, ho-vvever, deal with the 
child f11 its plas·tic co11dition. They 
are ·at. tl1e fountain head of society, 
\vl1ere the slender strea111 1nay be eaE
ily cliverted into any cl1an11el \vl1icl1 
they n1ay choose to trace. All others .. 

run 'belo\v \vl1ere the broadened wat-, 

ers flo-vv bet\veen fixed banks which 
flU111an 1)0\V8r is in1potent to cl1ang·e: 

\\7e · must e(1ucate ot1r children ._ ir1 
' . 

tl1e · trtie se11se of the -vvord--that is, . . -

attend_· to the proper development and 
training of the faculties, physical, mor-

. . 
al ai1d · intellectual . I place -- phys1cal 

· • I.. - • 

• 

training first, because tl1at n1 ust ever 
occt1py the foren1ost place. Physical 

' ' 

ed'uc·ation is to the inan 'vhat fuei and 
vvater is to tl1e locomotive. "Know 
Tl1yself" is the foundation of physlcal 
as ~ ,vell as of moral and intellectual 
education. Physical education will 

• 
em brace 11ygienic studies, physiology, 
fresh . air, bathing, and clea11Jiness. 
Everv cl1ild should be taug'l1t the nor· . ~ . . 

mal, proper arid 11ea.ltl1y functions of 
11is body. These stt1dies should be in_ 

tl1e front ranl\: of tl1e ' curriculun1 of 
educatio11. 1,oo inuch study and in
sufficient pl1ysical exercise 'vill turn 
out cripples. Our motto sl1ould be, a 
souI).d n1ind in a sot111d body. 

Then comes itbe moral teaching, in 
relation to the family, to society ancl 
to the state, and this training lnust 
be carefully lookecl after. Intellectual 
ed.u'cation or book learning is subsid
iary and subordinate to physical and 
moral training, and t11at raises the 
very natural qt1estion as to whetl1er 
tl1e curriculum or list of' brancl1es of 

education wl1ich our boys and girls 
are studying to-day fits them best . for · 
the battles of life upon . \.Vhicl1 they 
have to enter. That is too broad a 
question to deal witl1 -at present, and 
n1ay be safely left in tl1e hands of 

1those Boards of Education, the Coun
cil of Higher Education ai1d others 
who are givjng sucl1 splendid volt1ntary . 
work, and devoting so much of tl1eir 
ti1ne to the cause of education. In 
connectio11 witl1 tl1e questio11 as to 
whether rthis -Legislature is doing all 
that it is called upon tc do. in tl1e 
way of inaking provision for ed uca
tion, and tl1e providing of i11oney 
grants, the following tables '\vill be 
interesting, showing, as they .do, the: 
cost, per head for Educatio11 in the 
various countries na1ned, as con1pared 
to N e,vfoundla11d: -

Alberta · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9. 6 9 
l\'Ian.ifoba • • • . . . - . . . •. .. . . 
Britisl1 Colun1bia . . . . . . . . 

... .. . -· u: S .A. (all services) . . . . .. 
.. 

7 ..... ') 
.b ... 

6.83 
4.27 
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Saskatche\van • • • • • • • • • • 4.01 
New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . . 3.71 

• • 3.43 West Australia • • • • •• 

Ontario . . . . . . . .. • • • • • 

S \Vitzerland . . . . . . . . . . .. 
New South Wales ....... . 
Prussia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
England and Wales . . . . ... 
Queensland . . . . . . ·. . . . . 
Quebec . . . . . . . . . . .. • • • 

Nova Scotia . . . . . . . . • • • 

New Brunswick • • • • • • • • • 

Sweden • • • • • • • • • • • • . ._ 

Victoria • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Holland • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

South Australia • • • • • • • • • 

Cuba . . . . . . . . . . ... • • • 

P. E. Island . . . . . . . . . . . 

3.38 
3.04 
2.98 
2.94 
2.90 
2.85 
2.70 
2.70 
2.34 
2.18 
2.16 
2.07 
1.89 
1.50 
1.23 

Newfoundland . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50 
In malring this comparison, it is only 

fair to point out that these votes are 
made by countries where the people 
are much more prosperous than we 
are, and can afford to pay much high
er taxes. For instance, it is not fair 
to directly compare our donation of 
$1.50 per head wirth the $3.71 paid by 
New Zealand. For the people of the 
latter country are three times as weal
thy· as our people. And read in that 
light, we are really paying more than 
N e\v Zealand. The population to-day 
of Newfoundland is roughly a auarter 
of a million, and our revenue tor it.he 
past year $3,500,000. Now, the popu
lation of New Zealand is one million, 
or equal to four times the population 
of Newfoundland. Basing th€ revenue 
on the same proportions, New Zea· 
land should have rece·~-;; ed the past 
year , $14,000,000. But really that 
country collected $50,000,000 in rev
enue last year, sho,ving that the peo• 
ple from which it was obtained must 
be very wealtl1y. This is evidenced 
from the fact that tl1e average in· 
come per family in New Zealand is 
$1,500, while in this country it is 
questionable if the average reacl1es 
n111cl1 more tha11 $400. It is not fair, 
therefore, to con1pare the t''ro coun~ 

! 
• 

tries, for one is so much wealthier 
than the other; but basing the educa
tional grant on the income received, 
we are paying more in proportion. 
The same thing applies with regard 
to Nova Scotia, where the average · 
family income is $1,000. Even as it 
is, we are not last on the list, for 
in Cuba they pay $1.50 per head, while 
i11 Prince Edwar~ Island the contribu
tion is only $1.23 per head. Another 
interesting comparison is tl1e expen
diture per pupil in some of the prin
cipal countries of the world. I will 
not delay the Committee by reading 
them all:-

N evada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $72.34 
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58.44 
California . . . . . . . . . . .. 
New York . . . . . . . . . . .. 
District of Columbia . . . . . 
New Jersey . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . 
North Dakota . . . . . . . . 
Arizona .. . • • • • • • • • • 

Colorado .. . • • • • • • • • • 

Massachusetts . . . . . . . .. 
South Dakota . . . . . . . ... 
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rhode Island . . . . . . . .. 
Wyoming ... 
Utah . . . . .. 
Ohio ... • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Connecticut .. . 
Pennsylvania .. . 
Minnesota • • • • • • 

Wisconsin • • • • • • 

Nebraska • • • • • • 

Idaho • • • • • • • • • 

Indiana . . . . . . . .. 
• 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • • 

Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
New Hampshire . . . . . . . .. 
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Vermonit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ontario . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Missouri • • • • • • • • • . ... 
l{ansas • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Maryland • • • • • • • • • • • 

Maine . . . . . . . . . . ... 
Britisl1 Colt1m bia . . . .. . . . . 

54.93 
51.26 
51.24 
48.93 
45.47 
47.41 
45.31 
43.64 
43.12 
42.14 
41.01 
39.28 
38.39 
37.03 
36.70 
35.75 
35.94 
35.58 
33.39 
32.58 
31.54 
31.40 
30.99 
30.67 
30.44 
30.10 
29.65 
29.54 
26.20 
25.22 
24.76 
24.31 
20.02 
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Louisiana • • • • • • • . . • • • -

Delaware • • • • • • . . . • • • 

\Vest Virginia • • • • • • • • • 

N o-va Scotia . . . . . . . .. 
Oklal1oma . . . . . . . .. 

• • • 

• • • 

1.., ex as . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
New l\I exico . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 

Virginia . . . . .. 
P. E. Island . . . . .. 
Kentucky ... • • • 

Georgia . . . . . . 

' 

• • • . . . 
• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Newfoundland ... 
Tennessee ... 
North Carolina 
South Carolina . . 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . . . . . 
• • • • • • 

. . . . . . 
• • • . . . 

19.92 
19.91 
19.70 
19.42 
18.78 
18.09 
18.03 

16.68 
15.51 
13.95 
12.22 

11.62 
10.72 
10.52 

9.59 
9.31 
9.06 
6.90 

lVIississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . 6. 79 
It -,-v·ill be seen by these that New

foundland is a long· way behind, thougl1 
there are four places vvitl1 a lovver fig-
11re,' ·nan1ely Tennessee, Nor~h Caro
lina, ' Soutl1 Carolina and Mississippi. 
13ut tl1e san1e argument 11ol~s true. We 
must have regard to the 'vealtl1 ·of the 
countries and the taxable powers of 
the psople befcre we i!l.stitute co1npari
sons. So I tl1inlc that th8 ql1estion as 
to vvl1etl1er \Ve are doing our duty, 
vvhetl1er we are voti11g sufficient sums, 
is ans\vered by a just compariso11 \Vith 
the countries I have quoted. As I have 
already said, there is · no necessity to 
jt1stify 'this expenditure. \¥hatever 
cloubts tl1ere n1ay be regarding expen
diture iri other wa3rs, this Legislature 
is always ready to reasonably vote a 
sufficient sun1 to carry on the educa
tion of the people. 

It will be interesting· for tl1e Com
n1ittee to know the g·radual gro\vtl1 in 
tl1is country of the edt1cational gra11t 
for the .past seventy-five years. The 
first grant for scl1ools \V::ts made in . 
the session of 1836, just three years 

' 

after tl1e g·ra11ting· of RepresenJ~ative 
-

Govern1nent. That year $12,500 was 
voted. Bet-vveen then and the year . . 

1880 the grant had gro-vvn to $88,860. 
In 1·s90 tl1e grant 11ad advanced to 

$143,500. Eleven years later, i11 1901, 
it a1nounted to $163,692, while in 1908 
it had reached $262,123, and, ''rith the 
increased gr1ant which I shall ask this 
Committee to vote, as vvell as what 
we have already voted this session in 
Supply, 1the total vote for 1912 '\vill be 
$364,023, shovving an increase vvitl1in . 
tl1e i)ast tl1ree years of $101,900, or 
over $100,000 n1ore than was voted 
in 1908, and double the increa.se be
t\veen tl1e years 1901 and 1908. In 
other words, we ha.ve in three sl1ort 
years .added to the education vote of 
1908, by over one-1third, a larger in
crease than that which took place 
in all the years frum 1836 to 1880. 

I am not altogether unmindful of 
the fact that there are many well
deserving persons in tl1e country, who 
are not altogetl1er in favor of the 
present list of studies, that is, tl1e 
ct1rrict1lum of syllabus taugl1t in our 
schools. As I have already said, that 
is a nlatter entirely in the 11a11ds of 
the Council of Higher Educatio11, 'vho 
are the present judges of tl1e st1bject. 
Novv, who are these gentleme11? In 
the first place \Ve have tl1e Rev. Dr. 
Pilot, President of ~-he Council; Rev. 
Bro. Kennedy and Rev. Dr.· Curtis, 

\Tice-Presidents; the heads of the 
vario11s colleges, Messrs. \Vood, Har
ringto11, Culhane and Garriock, and 
the Superintenclents and Inspectors of 
I~dt1cation, l\/Iessrs. Blackall, Bt1rke, 

IIanrahan, Curtis, Cave, Thompson, 
and Lodge, as vvell as Rev. Canon 
Pilot, Rev. lVI. Fenwick, Fev. Veitch, 
Rev. Rocl1e, Rev. Pendergast, Rev. 
Godden, and l\1essrs. Harvey, Withers, 
Woods, Lloyd, l{ent and Bray. 

Tl1ese men .devote a great deal of 
tim(~ to tl1e work, and tl1ey do it en .. 
lirely free. It will be noticed t11at 
tl1e list net only includes· sevefial 
cler\gymen, but also tl1e ed'u-

cationalists, 11eads of colleges 
a.nd school superintendents and in-
spectors; and if, in tl1eir serious,, 
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solemn opinion, knowing as they do 
or ougl1t to tl1e requirements of the 
people, tl1e s.yste1n we are pursuing 
is the best it would be indeed diffi .. ' . 

cult for a. la_yman to improve upon it. 

Tl1e main . features of the present 
Resolutions are to provide f:or the 
:retirement of teachers when they 
.l1a ve reacl1ed the age of sixty years. 
Th'is is not altogether a novel prin
ciple, for the reason · that it wa.s in .. 
stituted in 1892, and found a place 
.in the Education Act on the recom
mendation of Rev. Dr. Pilot who was 
practically the father of it. It is a 

system composed of an annual con .. 
• 

tribution by the Government, as well 
as by tl1e teachers, and the ..result of 
its .working out ha.s. been that a fund 

. . . 

of $6 ,000 11as been created, wl1ich is 
now being taken over: by tl1e Govern-

• 

ment. During tl1e twenty years tl1at 
tl1e scl1eme ha.s been 'in operation, 
only two teachers have, I think, 
availed of it; tl1e amount of tl1e pen· 
sion being so small, namely, $100 fo·r 
males and $80 for f~males, tl1at there 
is no temptation on the part of the 
teacl1ers to retire ·and give up their 
salary, in every case larger, merely 
to avail of tl1e pension. 

It may be asked, "What is the ob
ject and value of such a r·etiring 
scheme?" In tl1e first plac·e, if placed 
on tl1e basis which is now proposed, 
namely, that a teacher who has reacl1-
ed the age of 60 years and wl10 sl1a.ll 

• service 11ave completed 30 years of: 
as a ,. teacher , and sl1all 11ave, during 
all these yea.rs paid in his contribu· 
tion to the. fund, 11e will be entitled 
to two-thirds of .the, annual average 
salary during· .the ten years· previous . 
to 11is being ·pensioned~ Such an in
ducement will not .alone attract the 
very best men and won1en to tl1e pro
fession, but it will serve to lreep them 
in it. Fi1rtl1er, it 'vilr spur every 

' > 

teacl1er on to greater effort to obtain 
p·romotion and a higher salary, as of 
course the lar.ger the amount of the 
salary, tl1e more, proportionately, 
will the teacher receive as a pension. 
This is not a scheme f'or the b'ig sal
aried. man, but ·rather for the sons 
.and da.ughters of tl1e fishermen of 
the outports, from which class we 
have largely drawn the 1,000 teacher 
that now preside in our schools. 

Unfortunately, to·day one-tenth of 
our 1,000 teacl1ers leave the profesc 
sion annually nor other occupations; 
nlany leave the country. The teacl1er 
says, "I will get out and seek other 
employment, because if I remain in 
the teaching profession and break 
down ·in the service, I and my· family 
will be on the ptlor list. The colleges 
and schools where our pupil teachers 
are being tra'ined a·re turning out 100 
teachers .annually. If we could bring 
this ·down to 30 or 40, we should 
have a very large contribution from 
the fund that is now devoted to the 
training ofi pupil teachers to go to
words these pensions. Besides, we 

shall 11ave the advantage of a perm.a
nent class of teachers. At present 
it is a continuous change, and teach· 
ers are constantly being changed· 
from one school to another on ac ... 
count of the r-es'i.gnations of ma.ny of 
the best men and women in the pro ... 
fession wl10 are giving up the work 
owing to the ·poor remuneration and 
cl1eerless p·rospects. 

It will well repay the State to 
make this small contribution towards 
this retiring allowa,nce scheme for 
teachers, because it will only be paid 
to th·em wl1en tl1ey rea.c·h an age at 
wl1ich they cease to be effective and 
are no longer valua.ble to those who . 
are taxing tl1en1selves to pay t ;1e;r 
salaries. It is far better to pensi~n a 
'vorn out teacl1er tl1an tQ retain l1i111 
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after he has outlived his useful11~ss 

and injure the service. 
To convey some idea to th:1 Con1· 

mittee of the age8, of some ;)f (>Ur 
teachers a,t present teaching in ct:.i~ 

schools who have not availed of tb'3 

present system of pension, I i1 -~ed 

only quote the following: 

Age. 
Ann'ie Collins •• • • • • • • .. *58 

John Pairsons • • •• • • • • .. *56 
Ge·rald Whelan .. • • • • • • • 

William North • • • • • • • • • • 58 
John Moore .. • • • • • • • • • • 55 
William Tulk . •' • • • • • • • • 65 
Charles Thompson .. •• • • • • 80 
Hy. Miles .. • • • • • • • • •• • • 68 
A. E. Coffin • • • • • • • • • • • • 57 
Richard Legge • • • • • • • • • • 56 
Luke Pittman • • • • • • • • • • 57 
Wiliam Billiard • • • • • • • • • • 61 
Belinda Crocker. • • • • • • • • • • 58 

Thomas Fren·cl1 • • • • • • • • •• 61 

James Hiscock • • • • • • • • • • 62 

John N. Haddon • • • • • • • • • • 66 
Christopher Curtis • • • • •• • • 59 

The Committee will not consider it 
necessary that I should go at any 
length into the question of the re
tirement of teachers or teachers, 
pensions' in othe:r parts of the ,yorld. 

the · minimum pension is $162. Hun·· 
gary also 11a8, an interesting scheme. 
In Denmark the pension can be claim
ed after ten years of service, two .. 
thirds of the average salary being 
allowed. In Norwa.y, the Parlia-
ment ·decides each pension claim. 
Sweden gives three quarters of the 
last year's salary after thirty year·s 
of service, at the ag·e of 55. The 
Nethe·r1a.nds have pensioned · teach· 
ers a.s f1ar back as 1855, after ten 
years of service, and an age limit of 
65, and also provides for tl1e widows 
and orpl1a.ns of teachers. Belgium 
g·ives as high a pension as $1,ooo; 
t\vo-thirds of the average salary fo·r 
the last five years. France, since 
1876 has gra.nted pensions after 55 · 
years of age, after service · of 25 

years. In 1878 Italy establish·ed 
t iaac·hers' pensions. In England there 
are several local pension funds es· 
ta.blisl1ed by the Government to 
-vwrl1icl1 teachers annually contribute -
T11e maximum pension for· men is. 
$569 and for women $364. Spain, 
Portugal a.nd Greece 11a,ve no pension 
schemes. In Russia teachers · are 
entitled to a pension after 25 years 
ofi service, receiving $400. 

Almost every .civilized country on How can this proposed • pension 

botl1 side:s. of the Atlantic 11as dealt scheme be worked out? 
with this matter. The United States 
have been par'ticula;rly :ortu
nate in having tl1e splendid private 
benefactions of Carnegie whi.::.h have 
practically made it almost unneces
sary for the State 't.o do anything for 
teachers in ma.ny of the States of 

America. Notwithstanding this, 
however ,tl1e States of Ma.ssachus· 
etts, Pennsylvania, Rhod~ Is.landtWis
~onsin Cin~inatti, New Jers~y, 11 .. 
linois and Indiana have all dealt, in 

. 

the most. generous and 
ner, with the teachers. 
'is also true of Germany. 

lavish man
The same 
In Austria 

According to the statement an-
nexed to the paper which I have 
tabled to-day, showing the names of 

tl1e teachers .and the amount of their 
pensions, supposing the age to be 55 
yea.rs, the total number of pension
ers in 1911 would be 17 if theY, all 
availed of it. There would be an 
additional pension in 1912, one in 
1913, one in 1914, 3 in 1915, 1 in 1916, 
2 'in 1919, 1 in 1920, 3 in 1921, 2 in 
1922, 4 in 1923, 5 in 1924, 5 in 1925, 
6 in 1926, 3 in 1927, 2 in 1928, 5 in 
1929, 8 in 1930 and 7 in 1931. By 
reference to this statement the 
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amounts to be paid on tl1e basis of 
55 years is shown ·for each years. 
The basis now is 60. According . to 
that statement tl1e Government 
would not be called upon for any
thing until 1925, and tl1en the· fun·d 
of $60,000 would be bringing interest 
amounting to $2,400, while in addi
tion to this tl1ere would be tl1e $2,000 
now voted specially for Teachers' 
Pensions. Nor has a.ny deduction 
been made for those· who will not be 
alive after 1924. Thus, in 1930, un
der the proposed scheme, witl1 tl1e 
a.ge of retirement f·ixed at 65, it 
would not cost tl1e Colony 
tl1an· $6,000 a year to the 

more 
present 

cost, without allowing for tl1e num
ber of deaths between 1912 and 1930. 
It will be noticed by Schedule "A" 
a.nd by the Notes on Scl1edule "A" 
tl1at tl1e Teachers' Pension Fund, at 
present in hand, and to be transfer
red to tl1e Government, is placed at 
$f.)5,692.83. This 1s not correct, as 
tl1e fund now an1ounts to $59,320, and 
I am informed by Mr. Currie tha.t on 
the ·1st July, it will amount to $61,-
820, whicl1 will, of course, increase 
tl1e income ·during all tl1e f·ollowing 
yea:rs, and will affect favourably the 
calculations of tl1e teacl1ers as laid 
down in Scl1edule "A." 

Further, tl1e sum of $2,000 now vot
ed annually for teacl1ers pensions, 
and broken down teachers, is not 
taken into consideration; so that, in 
reality, the Government will not be 
ca.fled upon for any contribution at 
tl1e ve·ry least before 1937, or for 25 
years, i~ even tl1en. 

Let us see how tl1is will work out. 
According to Schedule "A" the in
come fcom tl1e Pension Fund of $55,
'192.83 will pay all pensions up to 
1925, and leave tl1e· principal intact, 
which principal will be $61,820, and 
will also. leave inta.ct the· fun·d which 

will 11ave been created by the annual 
deposit in tl1e Bank of the $2000 a 
year now expended in . pen~ions, ~or 
broken. ·down teacl~ers now outslde . , 

tl1e teachers' . pension scheme. 

Tl1is $2,000 will have grown be-
tween no\v and 1925, with coip.)_)ound 
interest, to at least $40,000 (the to
tal deposits "\Vill amount to $28,000), 
so that we shall 11ave in 11and' a sum 
of $100,000 on Jt1ly 1925 to pay the 
teacl1ers ·down to 1931. N·ow, if we 
were to pay . them out o:' our capital, 
and not invest it, we should have 
more tl1an is required, but in addi-. 
tion to tl1e capital \Ve sl1all have tl1e 
interest added to that capital, and in 
addition we sl1all have the contribu
tions from the various teache·rs, as 
well a.s the contributions from tl1e 
G~overnment, so that I think it may 
be safe to say that there is no . likeli
l1ood of tl1e Government being called . ' 

upon for any contribution wl1atever, 
above what they are paying to-day, 
fo1~ tl1e next 25 years, if even then, 
oecause we 11ave to remember that 
tl1is wl1ole calculation is based on 
tl1e principle tl1at tl1ere will be no . 
increase in pre mi urns :flrom tl1e 
teacl1ers, tl1at there will be no deatl1s 
between 1912 and 1930, a proportion 
of tl1e teacl1ers not eligible for .aug·
mentation, and not corning under tl1e 
pension scl1e1ne. In a.ddition to tl1e 
present contribution from tl1e Gov
ernrr1ent, to tl1e old Te'.1.cl1ers pension 
scl1erne, wl1icl1 11as aided materially 
in bringing tl1e amount up to $60,000, 
tl1ere is at present $2,000 voted an
nually witl1in tl1e last tl1ree years 
for broken ·down teachers. Tl1is will 
no longer be required, once we 
l1a v·e this· ·pension ·scheme regularly 
working·; and, if placed at compound 
interest will, in 1925, when the, Gov-
ernment will be called on for the 
first pension, amo11nt to almost a 
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sufficient sum to pay for many years 
any sum that the Government is 

likely to be liable for. 

It is not claimed for the present 
scheme that it is at all perfect and 
it may be necessary to make still 
further amendments next year, to 
provide for a revision and readjust
ment every five years, so that the 
.country and the legislature may in
telligently understand exactly what 
our obligations are. 

The n·ext 'important question 
with in these 'Resolutions. is 

dealt 
tbe 

Council of Higher Education. I 

have already refierred to the person
nel of that body, and I need hardly 
remind this Committee that it has 
now been working in the country 
since 1892, o.r 20 years. I had the 
honour of introducing the measure 
myself. It was the creation of: the late 
Brother Slattery, the late Principal 
Holloway and Mr. Blackall. There 
can be no doubt whatever about its 
effect on the whole educational sys
tem of the Cplony durtng all these 
years. It has had the effect of litt
ing our entire educ·ational system up 
onto an entirely new plane. Those 
of the Committee who have followed 
the reports of the Superintendents 
from year to year, as· well as the re
port of the Council, must have been 
struck with the growth and increase 
in popularity of this institution. 
Teachers .and children become more 
attached to it every year and ap

prove the means by which it is car
ried out. 

It will be found in the Resoluticns I 
am proposing that the Committe·e 
will be asked to vote an increase of 
$1,500 for the funds of the Council. 
This is rendered absolutely n·eces
sary if the Council is to continue its 
work. Originally the first vote in 
1893 was $4,000, bu~ i~ has gone on 

increasing until last year the vote 
wa.s $8,500, although for the year 
1907 it went up as high as $9,800. 
The fpllowing table, showing the 
amounts voted each year since its 
inception, will probably be of inter
est:-

Year. 
1893-94 

1894-95 
1895-96 
18961-97 

1897-98 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

(Crash.) 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

Amount. 

• • • • • • $4,000 

• • • • • • 4,000 

• • •• • • 1,500 

• • • • •• 4,000 

• • • • .... 4,000 

1898-99 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000 
1899•1900 . . . . . . . • . . . . 4,000 

1900-01 • • • • • • ... 
1901-02 • 

• • • • • • • • 

19021..03 • • • • • • • • 

1903-04 • • •• • • • • 

1904-05 • • • • • • • • 

190fJ-06 •• • • • • • • 

*1906-07 • • • • • • • • 

1907-08 • • • • • • • • 

1908-09 • • • • • • • • 

1909-10 • • • • • • • • 

*1910-11 • • • • • • • • 

*Special - vote, $2300. 

*Special vote, $1000. 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

•• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

•• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

4,000 

5,500 
4,000 

5,500 
5,500 
5,500 
9,800 

7,500 

7,500 

7,500 
8,500 

When we consider that three items 
on the Council's expense account, viz.: 
Examiners in England . . . . ... $5,040 
Superintendents of Exams. 

in Nfld. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,860 
Premiums to Teachers . . . . . . 530 
exhaust its whole vote it will be 'un
derSitood how very iittle is left to pay 
the running expenses of the Council. 
Three items, as I have said, account 
for the entire grant. 

As I have previously remarked, I am 
aware that there are a great many 
who do not look with favour upon the 
Council of Higher Education. As a 
maJtter of fact the name itself is a mis
nomer. It is called the Council of 
''Higher" Education, but in reality it 
deals with every primary school in the 
Island. The objections to the Council 

I . ) 

however, are- confined to a few, arid 

I 
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l1avQ had no effect in lesse11ing the in
terest in the Council's ""wrork either in 
the to'\vn or in the outports'. 

There must be an examination sys-. 
ten1 and the present systen1 appears 
to be the best thait tl1e Council has 

•' .. 

been able to devise so far, witl1in the 
confines of its charter. Tl1en, too, it 
must be borne in n1ind that these ex
aminations are entirely voluntary. Tl1e 
Council has no power to compel can
'lidates to take up this line of \Vork, 
a.nd the fact that so many are availing 
themselves of the examinations is the 
l)est proof of the Council's popularity, 
and of the inefficacy of anything that 
n1ay be said against the Council. 

As an evidence of the feeling shown 
in tne outports to the Council's work 
I need n1ere1y n1ention ithe number of 
children eligible who tal{e the exams. 
I find,from the reports of tl1e Super
intendents, that the average enrol
n1ent of pt1pils in Standard 5 and over 
in the schools and colleg·es of the 

country is under 5,500 and tl1e total 
enrolment nearly 6,000. Of these, 4,100 
take the Councils examinations-that 
is at least t\vo-tl1irds of the pupils 
eligible for exa1nination. 

It \vill be remembered tha1t 011 the 
occasion of the holding of the Teach
ers' Convention one session was given 
up to tl1e C. H. E. The teachers \Vho 
spoke all stated that rthe work of the 
Council in the outport scl1ools has ere- · 
ated a stimulus and increased educa-

tion more tl1an any otl1er source. ,..fhe 

. argument is son1etimes pt1t forrth that 

some ..of the children in the schools are 

neglected in order to advance the 

brighter 011es. No\v tl1e ans\ver-to that 

is this. The scl1ools in the Colony are 

of three . classes-Colleges, High or 

Superior Schools, and Elen1entary or 

one-teacl1er schools . . The objections 

offered under this head cannot affect 

the Colleges. In the Superior or High 

' ' 

Schools nearly all_ tl1e pJ1pils i11 th~~ 

Superior departn1ents_ go · in f.or the ex
aminatio11s, so in this case, too, these 

. ., . · .. 
objections have little or no force.~. rn· 

. 

the one-teacl1er schools, "where there 
nlay be any-vvhere from -20- to ·100 l)Up- · 

ils, ·and ~ the san1e number of classes· 
as in t11e · otl1er sc·hools, tl1ere may be. 
neglect . in a few cases, which would 
take place \vhether . there -vvere ,exam- -
inations or not. , · 

Agp,in it _is qf great advantage to tl1e 
schools in · l{eeping up tl1e standard of . ' ' 

the scl1ools, as a considerable number 
.. ... . : 

of our teachers being young ~nd inex-. ~ ' . ~ ~ 

perienced, require the directing force 
of 1the Council. Furtl1er, the · C. H. E. 
is a certificate-gra11ting body esse1itial 
in the Colony, and · the certificat·es of : 
the Council are 110\V taken by the .Law · 
Society,- the Medical · Society, and the 
Canadian and British lTniversities, and · 
in that "\\i'"ay are of great value to boys · 
and girls leaving this countrJr. Under 
our denominational system of ed uca
tion, we 11a ve in 1the Council tr_._e only ~ 

means of securing a comn1011 standard . 
by which to nlea,sure the \vork being· , 

' . 

done in the schools. 

Another test of the t1se and popular- -
ity of . the Council is the manner in 
v1hich it 11as been availed of by every, 
dis1trict in the country. This is shovvTn , 
by the i11emorial recently presented . 

' ' 

by the Vice President of ti1e Council, , 
Rev. Dr. Curtis, and reads as follows: 

Feb1~u~ry 17, 1912. ,, 
The Memorial of the Council of High,:· 

er Education Humbly Sheweth: 

That tl1e Council of Higl1er Ed11ca· . 
tion \Vas established by an Act of. the 
I...1egislature passed in May, 1893: · 

" ( 1) To promote sound learning and 

to advance _the interests of I-!igh

er Education -_ py holdi11g· Exa1n

inations a11d by a \varding· Dip- ~ 

lon1as, Prizes, and Scholarships · 

to s.t1ccessful candidates at s11cl1 

examinations: 
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'(2) To encourage teachers in tl1e pre
l)aration of Candidates for Ex
an1inations prescribed . by the 
Council by a\varding Premiums 
to teachers." 

To carry out these objects the Coun
cil -vvas authorized by the above Act 
to i)r-escribe tl1e mariner, tin1e, and 
place of examinations, and to make 
such rules and regulations as should 
be · considered necessary in co11nection 
the1~ewith,the Legislature at the same 
time undertaking to provide an annual 
grant of· $4,000 to defray the cost of 

. 

the Examinations. 
rrhe -vv~orlr thus delegated by the Leg

islature to the Council has steadily 
gro"'\vn,' so that. from tin1e to time the 
Co1tncil 11as been compelled to seek an 
increase in the annual grant-an in
crease rthat has on all occasions been 
readily granted. 

The follovving fig·ures \Vill indicate 
tl1e gro\vth of the work of the Council 

n1ent and economy the C0t1ncil is to~ 

day as it vvas in 1900 and again i11 
1905 unable to n1eet its liabilities. 

On December 31st. of last year 
(1911) the Council V\ras in debt to the 
ex·tent of $1387.50 (see Statement A. 
herewith) and on Decen1ber 31st. next 
the Co11ncil will be unable to n1eet its 
obligations by $3587.60 (see Statement 
B. ~.1ppendAd.) 

On the present scale of work rt:l1:e 
Council vvill require not only an addi· 
tional annt1al grant of $2500 b11t like
vvise an additional special vote of the 
same amount to place it in a positio11 
to meet its :iiabilities on . December 
31st. next and to continue its present 
"'\vork; and \,~e Cou11cil respectfully re
quests tl1e Government to make the 
necessary recommendation to the Leg
islature so that the duties imposed up
on the Council may be perform:::d with
out financial anxiet}r. 

Humbly submitted on behalf of the 
as -vvell as · shew tl1e increase in the Council, 
grant that 11as thereby been rendered L. CURrrIS, 
necessary: 

No.of Centres 
No of scb.ools 
presen rt i n g 
Candidates 

1894 1900 1905 1911 

12 39 78 155 

25 230 412 
No. of Candidates,-

. ,, 
A. A. · ..... . 
Senior, 
Inter.) 

(or 
. . . . 

Jt1nior, (or 
Prelim.) .. . 

Primary ... . 

Totals .. . 
Govern1n e n t 

48 37 123 

59 244 339 700 

864 418 711 1500 
559 872 1700 

923 1269 1959 4023 

Grant . . . . $4000 $5500 $7500 $7500 

To-day tl1e Co11ncil is exa1nini11g ap
proximately 2,000 candidates a year 
more than in 1905 (just double the 

, 

number) · dra\vn from do11ble ithe nun1-

ber of schools, v\7hile the gra11t has re-

· 111ained stationary, with the inevitable 

conseq11ence that in spite of retrench-

Vice President. 

Its valt1e is also attested by the fol
lovving statement, \vhich shows the 
names of the centres at which candi
dates sat in 1911, sl1owing that there 
1ere 4,008 candidates from 412 schools, 
and 155 centres, embracing every im
portant settlement in all the Districts: 
Names of Centres at Wl1ich Candidates 

Sat, 1911. 

Allan's Island, Argentia, Avondale, · 
Barr'd Island, Bay Bulls, Bay de Verde, 
Bay L'Argent, Ba:r of Islands, Bay Rob
erts, Belleoram, Bell Island, Black-

. . . 
head, Bona vista (2), Bo11ne Bay, Bot-
vvood, Branch, Brigus, Britannia Cove, 
Burin North, Burin South, Great Bur
in, Burgeo, Burgoyne's Cove, Campbell-

town, Cape Charles, Carbonear (2) 

Car1nanville, C3Jtalina, Cat I-Iarbor, 

Chang·e Islands, Channel, Clarke's 

Beach, Clarke's I-Iead, Conception, 

Crabbes, Cupids, C11rrent Island, Dan-
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iel's Harbor, Dunville, Elliston, Englee, 

Epworth, Exploits Ferryland, Flat Is

land, Fogo (2), Forteau Fortune, For
tune Harbor, Fresl1wa.ter, Gambo, Gar
nish, Glenwood, Glovertown, Grand 
Bank (2), Grand Falls, Grate's Cove, 
Green's Harbor, Greenspond (2), 

Hant's Harbor, Harbor Breton, Harbor 

Buffett, Harbor Grace, Harbor l\'Iain, 

Heart's Content,Heart's Delight, Herr

mitage, Herring N eek~ Holyrood, In

dian Islands, Jackson's Cove, Joe 

Batt's Arm, Kelligrews, King's Cove, 

La Maline, La Scie, Lewisporte, Little 

Bay~, Little Bay Island, Lower · Island 

Cove, Lush's Bight, l\!Iarysitown, Miller-· 

to,vn, Moreton's Harbor, 

. Harbor, Musgrave Town, 

Musgrave 

New Bay, 

New Harbor, New Melbourne, New 

Perlican, Ne"'\vtown, Nipper's Harbor, 

North River, Northern . Bay, North 

West Arm, Old Perlican, Openhall, 

Pilley's Island, Pinchard's Island, Pla

centia, Port de Grave, Portugal Cove 

(2), Port au Port, Poucl1 Cove, Red 

Island, Renews, Robinson's, Rose 

Blanche, Safe Harbor, St. Brendan's, 

St. George's, St. Jacques, St. Mary's, 

Salem (2), Salmonier, Salvage, Sandy 

Point, Scilly Cove, Seldom Come By, 

Sound Island, Spaniard's Bay, Spring

dale, Stephenville, Tilt Cove, Tilting, 

Topsail, Torbay, Tor's Cove, 

sey, Trinity, Trinity East, 

gate (2) Upper Island Cove, 

Trepas

Twillin

Wesley-

ville, Western Bay, Wood's Island. 

And in St. John's: - Parade Street, 

lVIercy Convent, Springdale Street, 

Centenary Hall, Episcopal Library, 

Presbyterian Hall, Synod Hall, Bishop 

Feild College, Methodist ·College, St. 

Bonaventure's College, Littledale, S. 

A. College. 

The following statement brings the 
Council's work right up rto date: 
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What is true of merchandize is true 
of schools. We want standardization. 
It is good for the schools, good for 
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the country, and good fo~ the p.upils, 
no matter in \Vhat "\\ralks of life they 
may go. It is a brand which cannot 
fail to be of great value. 

Is the request, tl1en, for this in
creased grant reasonable? Tl1e fig
ures show that it is. Does it pay to 
vote !this money to the Council, and 
do the circumstances which I have 
pointed out justify it? The answer 
is that the country is availing of the 
examinations, and continues to avail 
of them, and by the approval and use 
and adoption of the examinatioJ:J.s, the 
country has endorsed th~ ~work. This 
was the very idea of .inaugurating the 
Cot1ncil; to sti~·ulate and give new 
life to ot1r "'~: nole educational system. 

As t nave said, 1th ere is no danger 
of giving too much attention to prom
ising· pup~ls. That will always occur 
in schools, even if no examinations are 
held, and the statistics of the various 
schools since the Council was started 
belies this statement. 

I now desire to refer briefly to the 
building loan of $100,000 granted by 
tl1is Legislature 3 years ago to the 
various denominations. I have h.ere a 
brief report from Mr. Blackall, \Vhich 
is as follows: : -
Church of England Building Loan, '08. 

(a) \Ve have erected 62 fine new 
buildings. 

(b) " re have 24 1nore in course of 
erection. 

(c) We have renovated and enlargecl. 
15 others. 

(d) We .have improved the equip
n1ent and furniture of a larg·e number 
of elementary schools. 

( e) Our share of the ca1)ital was, in 
round numbers, $33,000. 

(f) We have ot1r money corning bacl{ 
to us at the rate of 5 per ce11t. i)er an-
11un1 to continue the good work. 

I 

The Methodist School Building Com-
mittee have also expended $30,000, 6 
schools in St. John's east, 2 in Har
bor Grace, 3 in Carbonear, 5 in Bay 
de Verde, 10 in Trinity Bay, 16 in 

• 

Bonavista Bay, 9 i11 Fogo, 31 in Twil
lingate, 8 in St. Barbe, 2 in Burgeo, 
1 in Fortune Bay, 8 in Burin, 4 in Pla
ce11tia and St. Mary's, and 1 on tl1e 
Labrador, representin:~ new schools or 
renovation and improvement of old 
ones. 

Tl1e same is true of tl1 J Roman 
Catholic grant for St. Jol1n's Diocese, 
i11 whicl1 Diocese some 27 schools 
were ·erected or repaire·d, and as 
many as 30 in Harbor Grace Diocese. 
Both Health Commiss'ioners a.nd Su
perintendents of Education are loud 
in tl1eir praises of the ad va.ntage of 
tl1is grant, and the erection of~ new 
scl1ool buildings, and the r·enovation 
of old ones must 
cial ·effect upo11 
pupils. 

have a very benefi
the health of the 

There is one other matter to which 
I sl1ould like briefly to refer, and 
tl1at is tl1e grant for sparsely popu
lated localities I 11ave not been able • 

to obta,in the full return for these 
gra11ts, but I 11ave rec·eived the fol
lowing memorandum from Mr. 
Blackall:-

Church of England S. P. L. 

(Since June 30tl1, 1908.) 
(1) The Churcl1 of England share 

of the S. P. L. has increase·d b·y 
$7,666.00. 

(2) We 11ave opened schools in 62 
new settlements. 

(3) The enrolment has increased by 
1,150. 

( 4) \Ve are therefore educating at 
least 11a thousand more of our child
ren every year in consequence. 

( 5) Our average attendance has 
gone up nearly 1,000. 

( 6) As some of the schools are open 
for a part of the year only, it is likely 
that we are touching 11h tho~sand 

more yearly. 

Wl1art is true of the Church of Eng
land is, I think, also true of the other 
denominations. The other Resolu-

• 

• 
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tion of in1portance to be noted is the 
additional $20,000 to be apport ioned 
amongst the several religious denom
inations proportionately, according to 
per capita basis, for the general boards 
of education, special gra11ts for out
ports, grants for higher education in 
the outports, for education of pupil 
teachers, for augmentation of teachers 
salaries, and for colleges. 

This will give an impetus to educa
tion in all these various branches, but 
it will have a special effect in prevent
ing the schools fron1 having to curtail 
t11eir work in those districts where 
the l)Opulation has decreased. The 
Government felt that they could not 
allow ithe educational system of the 
country to be in that way hampered or 

• impeded, and they now according·ly 
recommend to the Legislature the vot
ing of such a grant as wilt not alone 
reduce the present grants by boards 
in districts where the population has 
decreased, but give then1 an actual in
crease in the present grants, and, at 
the same time, preserve the san1e per 
capita proportion in the whole Island. 

MR. KENT-1 do not pTopose to 
comment at the present time on the 
Resolutions which wre now bef'ore the 
Cl1air, .as tl1e1 Prin1e Minister stated 
in 11is. remarks that it was tl1e inte·n
tion to raise tl1e Com.mittee and post
pone the discussion of these Resolu
tions until a late1r· ,sitting. However, 
Sir, I tl1ink a few rema.rks from this 
side of tl1e I-Ious.e would not be out 
of place. In the 1f,irst place I thin.k 
it fs o,nly, fair to say that I listened 
witl1 a g·reat deal of interest to the 
address whicl1 ha1s been delivered by 
the PTime Minister. He 11as .given a 
very interesting· and instru.ctive ad
·dress on tl1e subject of ed.ucation, a.nd 
he 11a,s placed before us more or less 
brief.ly tl1e facts relating to the 11is
tory of efdt1cation, and of the rela
tions of the Governments, th1rougl1 its 
g·rants, to tl1e educational systen1 of 

l 

tl1e country. I 11ad expected lVIr. 
Chairman that at tl1i's session the op
portun-i ty would have been availed of 
to consolidate our Education Acts. I · 
do not think that in the whole motley 
conglomeration of our .a.cts as, .. they 
stand at the present time, any of 
tl1em is in a g.reater tangle than our 
Ed·uc·ation Acts. Tl1is ,is the ca,se fr~m 
the very commencement. If you ta.ke 
up the Act of 1897, and have to go in
to tl1e details and ap·ply princi.ples 
you will find tt almost an impossibili- · 
t)r,-because .since them amendments 
11a ve been made year ,after yea.r up 
to the present time until now the Act 

is. almost incomprel1ens,ible. I am sure 
tl1at tl1e gentlemen tl1at have to do 
immedi'ately witl1 tl1e administration 
of tl1is Act must 11ave thei1r la'..bour.s in-. 
creas1ed te11fold by its unsatisfactory 
condition. Some effort ,ought to be 
made immediately to consolidate the . 
la "\V relating to education. Regarding 
the expenditure 011 ·education I do not 

think Sir, that, a.ny party in tl1e 

House questions the ad\risability of 
spendi11g· money when availa.ble fOT 
educational purposes. All pa1rties at 
all time·s 11a ve united in tl1e effort to 
place whatever funds were available 
to tl1e promotion of ·educ.ati'on in this 
country. Tl1e .scheme which we have 
befo.re us. at the pre:sent times relates 
prac·tically to an extension o.f the 
Teachers' Pensdon Scheme. Well, Sir, 
that scl1eme, of course, as, the Prime 
Minister pointed out is. not new. 
There a.re some diff ere,nces o.f 
o·pinion regardi11g it, and no ·doubt if 
they exist in tl1i's House they will be 
!)laced before tl1e Committee when , 
tl1e subject comes up for d.ebate. As 

to tl1e merits of ,a teacher's pension 
sche1ne, I tl1ink it is absolutely es-
se.ntial to 11ave .something of this 
kind, 'if teache·rs are to remain in the 
profession fo1r any length of time·, 

• 

• 
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and if vv·e are going to make it any
thing else than a stepping· stone to 
some otl1er ·profesision for the very 
best of ou.r teac11ers. Tl1ere is one 
matter outlined here wl1ich I should 
like to point out. It makes the 
'vorking of tl1e scl1eme a little con:f.us
ing to my n1ind. Tl1e Bill, or R.eisol u
tion, propose·s tl1at a ce1rtain fund, to 
bB called the Teachers·' Pe11sion Fund, 
shall be establish·ed. Now tl1ere i.s. no 
sucl1 fund established by tl1e Resolu-

deducted sl1aJl be 1placed to tl1e credit 
of tl1e said fund; and sub section 2 
provides teacl1er s in any of the public 
.scl1ools or colleg·es wl10 do not re
ceive any .amount i11 aug·mentation of 
their salaries f.rom the approprriations 
made under Section 6 of "Tl1e Edu
cation Act, 1903," shall also be entit
led to penisions under tl1e· p·rovis1on.s 
a11d subject to tl1e conditions hereof, 
if tl1e~r so elect, upon payment of ~l1e 

premiun1 required, acc,ording to their 
tion at all. Tl1e idea of tl1e Resolu- respective .ages, as fixed in tl1e six 
tion is that tl1e lJ:resent Teachers' Pen~ 
sion Fund shall be taken over by the 
Go,rernment and be placed to tl1e 
credit of tl1e Exchequer Account, and 
t11at by making certain payme11ts tl1e 
Teacl1ers will be ·entitled to pensions 
along the li11es of; the pensions voted 
by tl1is House to men1bers of the Civil 
Service. 

RT. HON. THE PREMIER.-It is 

p:r·op-osed to continue tl1e annual pre-

per cent. columns in tl1e said sched
ules, sucl1 prenTiums to be p.aid a11nu
ally, in adv"ance, on the f,i1r1st ·day of 
July, in 1eacl1 year. It ·shall be law
ful for tl1e Governo1·-in-Council to de
duct from the grant to the different 
puhlic schools or college,8 as afore
satcl tl1e .annual premiums payable un
cler tl1is sub~Section, whicl1 sun1s so 
deducted ·Sl1all be placeid to the· credit 
of said f.und. .i\ny n1oneys deducted 

· as premiun1s u11der this sub-.section m1ums. 
MR. KENT-That is not provided shall be a ·d·ebt from tl1e teacl1er on 
. 

by the resolutions. It is not incorpor-
aterl in these Tesolutions. T11ey pro
vide for the distribution of a fund but 
110 fund i!s pro,rided 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-You will f:i11d tl1at in sections one 
and, t"ro. 

MR. KENT-Sub Section 1 pro-
vides: Fron1 tl1e A.pprop1,iations 
made under Section 6 of "The Educa
tion Act, 1903," to eacl1 teacher who 
11as a:·eceived a certificate of grade 
froni a.ny Board of Exami11ers appoi.nt-. 
ed under "The Eduation Act, 1903," 
or u11der any A·ct in amendme·nt there
of, tl1e Governor-in-Council sl1all de
duct on tl1e 1st day of July, i'n every 
year, the annual pren1iun1 required to 
be p.aid by such teacl1er, according 
to . age, as fixed :in tl1e six pe_r ce.nt. 
columns in Schedules J arid K of "Tl1e 
Education Act, 1903," w11rc11 sums so 

wl1ose account sucl1 pre1nium was 
paid to tl1e Boa1rd from \vl1ose grant 
tl1e amou11t 'vas deducted. 

That provision ·r·efers to tl1ose v.rl10 
do i1ot receive under the augmenta
tion fund, but does i1ot establish this. 
f und-tl1e prese11t fu11d is cle,stroyed 
larg·ely in tl1e Resolutions. You will 
also notice tl1at it .ts a contributory 
scJ1e111e, .and the only clause tl1at re
fers to tl1at is tl1e one vvl1icl1 sa.ys 
tha.t · in consideration of ~l1e paymen~ 

by te.achers of ·cert&-l,in pren1ium1s they 
sl1all be entitled to receive a pension . 

If tl1e' scl1eme is a contributory one 
tl1e11 tl1e pensions sl1ould be secure·d 
Tl1e Fund sl1ould be as secured 
3JS tl1e interest on the public debt. By 
sucl1 a schen1e you .are ente,ring into 
contractual obligations \Vitl1 the par-

ticipators in this ,scheme, and tl1e an
nual pay111e11t to tl1em wl1en tl1e 
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pension is earned sl1ould be 
secured b:;r a Statutory Fund 

and not depend on a preca.rious 
annual vote. Tl1e obligatio11 is con
tractual, made in conside-r.ation of the 
pay1nent of a prer11ium. It is tl1e .same 
as a life insurance; tl1e teacl1er is a 
contributi11g party to a scl1eme to pro
vide a pension. It is not a voluntary 
scl1eme. I do not thinl\. tl1e Gover11-
ment was prope·rly advised in destro}"
ing tl1e fund a.nd substituti11g no se,. 
curity for it. I take the opportunity 
to point it out to the committee. 

There is one otl1er n1atter to vvhich 
I wo11ld like to refer, and tl1at is tl1e 
vote. to tl1e Council of' Higher Educa.
tion. I h.a.ppen to be a n1embe·r of tl1at 
body thougl1 I 11ave not unfortunately 
been a 1regula1~ attendant at its 1ne.::.~t

ings, but I generally know tl1e v:nrl{ 
it is doinig· and tl1e expenses in1ler 

wl1i-ch it is laid. I know furtl1e.r tl1at 
no body in this country no otl1er 
brancl1 of tl1e public services spends 
its vote more economic.ally tl1a11 tl1e 
C.H. E. Tl1e figures whicl1 tl1e Prin1e 
Minister 11as read to the co1nn1ittee 
sl1ow tl1e ·extent of the work wl1icl1 ]t 
·does, and sho'v further tl1at th.ree 
items of expenditure of the C.H. E. 
wl1icl1 have been ca.refully conned ov" 

er by tl1e Council, and of which ev
ery 011e is satisfied witl1 tl1e fairness 
and justice,three ite1ns of expenditure 
take up practically the· wl1ole vote. I 
am pleased to see an increase in its 
vote, a11d I think it will be well and , 
judiciously spe11t. On tl1e work of tl1e 
Council tl1ere can be only one opinion 
altl1ougl1 tl1ere may be a diffe1ren·ce of 

opinio11 on its aims. Tl1ere can be 
little doubt tl1at son1e a1nendment in 
its co11stitution is 1nost desirable and 
a chang·e .gra.n ting an increase of 
scope may be made with some adva.·nt
age. The worlr o·f' tl1e Council may tJe 
so1ne"1 l1.a t limited. It is i11corporated 

1 

"for the purpose of p<ro111oting sound 
learning·, and to .advance1 tl1e inter-
ests of 11igl1er education by holding 
examinatio11s, etc." Many people, 
an1ong· whom are people of 11igl1 stand
in:g in ed.ucational matters are of 

' 
opinion tl1at tl1e metl1od of examina-
tion is generally a bad plan. Perso11-· 
ally from tl1e sn1all exper"ience I 11ave 
11ad in the matter I cannot ag'ree with· 
this opinion . . I believe tl1at no matter- · 
what system you adopt you will ulti
mately return to exa.minations. But 

-vvhether the exa.minations held 11ere · 
are tl1e proper ones o.r not i.s a c1ues
tion \Vl1ich ougl1t to be considered by 
tl1ose P.roperly experienced in tl1e 
co11ditions wl1icl1 prevail in tl1is coun· 
try. Tl1ere is another brancl1 of ed u- · 

cation to wl1icl1 I tl1ink we ougl1t to · 
turn our attention. I .refer to tecl1nical 
education and technical training. This · 
subject opens up sucl1 .a lairge field 
tl1at it is aln1ost i1npossible to (leal 
v~ritl1 it within tl1e limits of tl1is de
bate. But I tl1ink tl1e time 11as come! 
vvl1en we sl1ould deal witl1 tl1e c1ues
tio11 of tecl1nical education and train
i11g· of those who are engag·ed or are 
intending· to eng·age in the develop-

1nent of tl1e industrie.s of tl1e cou11try. 
There is a small .anl()Unt voted for . 
n1a11ual trainin,g·, but tl1is is distinct 
to n1y mind from \Vl1at I refer to as 
tecl1nical training·. Tecl1nical train_. 
ing· n1a:r be made one of tl1e biggest . 
assets in tl1e development of tl1e 
COl1ntry. \/Ve 11ave great ireso11rces in 
tl1is country, Si·r·, capable of develop-

ment ai1d ur1less we intend to con
tinue in1porti11g· trained n1ecl1anics for 
~!1e ·d-iffere11t industries, we ougl1t to 

establisl1 scl1ools of technical training 
'W·itl1in tl1e cou11try. Our o\V~n inecl1a11-
ics no'\v learn in tl1e 11aird scl1ool of 
experience. Tl1ey e11ter upon tl1eir · 

inclustries witl1011t any of tl1at skilled 
l\:110,vledg·e tl1at sl16uld be t11eirs if 
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tl1ere were properly equipped scl1ools 
fo.r technical education, and I think 
that an increased vote in this directlon 
would be its own jtlJstifi-cation. The 
othe1" matters '\\rill -come up ifor de
bate during the st1bsequent ses·sion of 

the committee, and I '\Vill · then take 
an opportunity to make what remarks 
n1ay appear to 1ne necess,ru1~y. 

HON MIN. OF JUSTICE-Mr. Chair
man, I do not wish to ·debate these 
resolutions, but would just 1ilre to 
reply to one or two points made by 
my learned :friend the member for St. 
Joh11'.s East. It is very gratifyill:.j to 
find that these resolutions meet so 
fully with the acceptance of th·3 Bo11 

member, and I ha'1"'e no ·doubt tl1at tl1e 

sa1ne will b·e the case '\Vith other l1on. 
members on the other side •)f tl1e 
House. It ts quite correct what he 
says that any resolutions b·rought 5n 
l1ere for tl1e advance and encourag·e
ment ofl education will meet with the 
general support among members of 
both si'des of the House. But there 
are just two points upon whicl1 tl1e 
hon. member offe·red a word of criti
cism-First as regards the necessity 
for consolidating the Education Act. 
This is very apparent not only to th·e 
Government, but also to tl10,se who 
have to administer the Act, ai1d pa.rtic
ularly the C.H. E. Tl1is consolida
tion w,ill be done during tl1e comi11g 
)rear as it is propose·d to undertake 
~ general consolidation of. the acts. 
Hon. members will remember that the 
last general con.solidatio11 of the laws 
was in 1892, and tl1e previous one to 
tl1at '"~as i11 1872. Si11ce 1892 tl1ere 
have been a .great many Acts, and 
many amendments, esp.ecially to sucl1 
general acts as the Crown Lands Act, 
and the Municipal Act. A number of 
these A·cts have long requi1red consol
i,dation ·to 111ake th:em intellig·ible, but 
they 11a ve not been toucl1ed1 be ca use 

it was felt tl1at it would be more ad· 
v.isable .and more convenient to leave 
it until tl1e general consolidation 
wl1ich in tl1e ordinary course of affairs 
would take place next summer. Tl1e 
other point that tl1e Hon. me1n ber 
made was that it was a misnomer to 
call tl1is a Teacher's Pension Fund. l 

may .say tl1at if no more serious criti
cism can be made upon the resolu
tions then we can afford to rrest very 
content. But I do not tl1ink that it is 

a misnomer. It is ,still the idea to keep 
up the p,resent old teache·rs' pens;ion 
fund-It is still a contributory scheme 
and no teacher can mal\:e any claim 
for an)" pension unless he pays 11is 
premiums and pays them regularly. 
He may serve for any i1umber of y,ears 
he may aririve ,at the age of: 60, but if 

in add'i ti on to tl1is. he has not k Jpt 

up, tl1e payment of his premiums, tl1en 
11e is not e11titled to any pension, and 
tl1e,se p,remiu1ns as. tl1ey are paid 

11ave to be placed to the credit of tl1e 
rreachers.' Pension Fund, and that 
fund will be l\:ept so that ''re may 
lrnow every year hovv it stands, 110\v 
mucl1 to tl1e credit or debit, and 11ow 
much ha.s been paid out, and for tl1at 
reason it i,s necessar),. f{-or it to be 
kept up the same· as it was in 1892. 

There is no question of tl1e import
ance of these resolutions, Mr. Cl1air
n1an, and I trust tl1ere will be a full 
expression of opinion from n1·ost of the 
inembers. of both sides of tl1e House, 
as in 1ny opi11ion no n1or·e important 
resolutions 11ave con1e before the 
House during tl1e present session than 
those f:or the advanc·ement a11d en
couTagement of education. 

MR. KENT-Mr. Cl1ai.T·man, what I 

said was only to raise a poi·nt or two 
wl1ile the subject was in my mind as 
to the effect of the· resolutio·ns,, and 
was i11 no way intended as a criticism, 
and I tl1i11k if tl1e 11on. n1inister 'vill 

• 
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11 ead t11e resolutions ag·ain, 11e will 
find tl1at only in one part of one r('S ·· 

ol utio11 is i11ention made of· tl1e teacl1-
ers pension fund, and there is ·notl1-
ing to g·ive ·effect to its establishment. 
Tl1e present amount to tl1e1 credit of 
tl1e fund is to be paid in to tl1e general 
tevenue of tl1e country, and I suppose 
tl1ere w-ill be an annual vote for these 
pensions tl1e same as, tl1e otl1e; votes 
i11 t11e supplies. It inay be tl1e inten
tion to establish sucl1 a fund, but 
tl1ese resolutions. do not give effect 
to such intention. vVl1at I say is· not 
m:eant for criticism-a11y criticism I 

may l1a.ve to ma.ke will be reserved. 
HON. Mr N. OF JUSTICE-Mr. Cl1air 

. 
nlan I ki1ow tl1a.t tl1e 11on. gentlen1an'.s 
remarks are meant in the l)est spirit 
and tl1.ey are taken by tl1e Govern
ment ,in the sa.me waJ,., but if 11e \Vill 
stud3r tl1e resolutions carefully 11e will 
fi11d tl1at tl1e fund is .fully secured. 
The 11011. n1ember may rest absolutel.v 
assured that if tl1e iresolutions g·o in· 

to force tl1ere will be no ·difficul t v - . 
about tl1e pe11sions. If the· teacl1e1· 
will pay 11is premiu1n and live tl1e 
allotted time 11e will con1e into r1 1s 

pension of· two-tl1ird salary. It appears 
to i11e to be -of very little accol1nt 
what you call it so long· as tl1e 11ard 
dollar is back of tl1e· scheme and tl1is 
is secured on tl1e credit of t11-e Colon:r?. 

Mr. Speaker resL1n1ed tl1e Cl1a.ir. 
Tl1e Chairman fro1n tl1e Com111.ittee 

reported that they 11ad considered tl1e 
matter to tl1e1n referred, had i~1ade 

I' some progress, a11d asked lea'i' e -~o si t 
ag·a"in. 

COPYRIGHrr LA vV. 
On inotion tl1is Report was recei -.re el 

and adc:>pted; and it wa.s 0,1.:dered tl1rt t 
tl1e Committee 11ave lea·re to sit n.~·:::Lin 
on to-morrow. 

Pur.suant to notice and leave g·ra11t

ed, anc1 011 moti'on of· Hon. Minister ,)f 

J·ustice, tl1e Bill to a1nend tl1e I..1.a ·.v re-

lating to Copy,Tigl1t was introut1ccj 
and read a first time; and orderccl to 
be read a second time on to-morrow. 

l\1r. S-peaker ·informed tl1e f-Iouse 
tl1at 11e had .received a messa.g\~ 1rorr1 

tl1e Legislative Council acc1t1ainting 
tl1e House of Assembly tl1at they 11ad 
passed tl1e Bill entitled "An ;\ct to 
an1end "Tl1e Boile~" I11spe.ctio11 ·\.ct, 
189-9," without amendment. 

Mr. Dwyer g·a.ve Notice of Q11estion. 
It vras 1noved and .seconderl t11~1t 

wl1en tl1e House irises it adjou.r11 until 
to-n1orro·w, Wednesday, Marcl1 13tl1., 
at three ofi tl1e clock in tlJ.e after110011 

The House tl1en adjourn.ed accorcl
i11g·Iy. 

vVEDNESDAY, lv1arcl1 13tl1., 1B12 

Tl1e House n1et at tl1ree of tll\) c i :1ck 
in tl1e afternoon, pursuant to aojo11r11-
111e11t. 

Hon. Colonial Secretary lai.d 011 tl".e 
table of the House tl1e a11nual T8l"Jrt 

of tl1e Department of 1Vfa1~~ne and 
li.,isl1eries ifor tl1e year 1911. 

Hon. Minister of Ag·ricl1ltt1re and 
Niines laid on tl1e ta.ble of tl1s ff~) · .. s~ 

Report of Exan1iner of Mill Ac· 
cou11ts- 1910-1911. 

Report of I111spector Tin1ber :·Limi.ts 
1910-1911. . 

Si,r R. Bond gave notice of 
tion. 

PETITIONS. 
HON. COLONIAL · SECRETARY

I ask leave to present a petition fro :n 
tl1e residents of Heart's Content, re
ferring to St1nday observance. · ']'.lie 

I)Otition . is si1nilar to otl1e1~~s . '"11ic:1· · I 
l1ave J)resented. I ask tl1at it _ be ~ e

ferred to tl1e Departn1ent. of ·t11e Co
lonial Secretary. : 

MR. PARSONS_-!. aslr leave to pre
sent a petition from Coley's Poi11t, 
Cot111t ry Road, on tl1e · s11bject of ~ab
batl1 ob·serva.i1ce. I ask tl1at · it be ic
ceived anrl referrecl to tl1e 'De1)art111B11t 
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to wl1icl1 it relates. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-

~Ir. Speaker, on your bel1alf I ask 
leave to present ,- a petition from the 
inl1abitants of Ba.reneed , asking for 
the sum of $500 to com.plete tl1e pub
lic wharf .at that pla.ce. I ask t11a,t 
tl1is petition be received and refer·red 
to th~ Departn1ent of· Marine · and 
J.Pisl1erie1s. I also ask lea ·ve to p•res· 
<~nt a petitio11 fro111 t.11e i11l1aJJlta11ts 
of North River on the subject of an 
agricultural road to back lands. I ask 
tl1at this petition be received and re
ferTed to the Department of Public 
Works. 

MR. SQUIRES-I aslr leave to pre
.sent petitio11s from Norman's Cove., 
Tl1oroughfare, Hant's Harbour and 
Elliston, on tl1e subject of Sabbatl1 ob
servance.. Tl1ese seve·ral petitions 
are similar to those already piresented 
by the Hon. the Colonial Secretary 
a11d various other· members. of the 
House. I ask tl1at tl1ese seve ral pe
titio11s · be received and ,refer.red to 
tl1e Departn1ent of tl1e Colonial Sec
reta.ry. 

HON. MINISTER OF AGRICUL .. 

TU-RE AND MINES-I asl{ leave. to 
present a petition from the residents 
of Bonavista, asking for a sum be al
located for a roacl. I ask tl1at tl1is 
petition be .received ancl rE~ferred to 
tl1e Departrr1ent of Public vVorks 

I als·o beg to table ·reply to tl1e 
question of Mr. Kent, 11on. n1e111be·r 
for St. J ol1n's East. 

MR. SQUIRES-I a.sk leave to pre
sent several numerously signed peti
tions from IIickrna11's Ha.r.bor, Britisl1 
Harbo·t and vicinity, in tl1e district of 
Trinity, on tl1e subjects of telepl1one 
extensio11, tl1e callii1g· of tl1e S. S. 
Etl1ie, lig·l1t 11ouse and su11dry otl1er 
n1atters of consid\..'rable public i11-
terest to tl1a.t section of tl1e district. 
I ask t11at tl1e various petitions be re-

. . 

ceived and ~·ef el·red to the Depart-

men ts to \·vl1icl1 tl1ey relate. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY

! beg· to lay t1pon tl1e table of tl1e 
House tl1e statement in reference to 
lig·l1tl1ouse construction · at ,..fvvillin
gate, also tl1e returns of expe11diture 
on brid·g·e.s in Tv\rillingate, wl1icl1 
were asked fo1' by tl1e 11on. men11Jer 
for T'rvilling·a te, l\1r. Roberts. 

QUESTIONS. 
MR. KENT asked tl1e Hon. tl1e Co

lonial Secretary to lay on tl1e table 
of tl1e House a statement sho\vi11g· in 
detail amounts paid to l\'Ir. \¥a.lter 
Crosbie for salaries, services and e:x:
pense1s or' any otl1er purpose ir1 co11-
11ection vvitl1 tl1e Postal Service si11ce 

11is appoint1nent to ·date; also to state 
i11 wl1at sections of tl1e Postal Service 
l1e i1s emplo}re1d, and tl1e nu111be ~· uf 

·days he 11as been actually· ~n1u 1 ; _7e1l 

since June last. and also vvl1eti1~ r 

11e is at present doing Postal ·work or 
under pay of tl1e Department. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.

I beg· to lay upon tl1e table tl1e state-
111ent asked for. 

MR. DWYER asked tl1e Hon. :vii11is
ter of Agriculture and Mines to lay 
on tl1e table of tl1is House a st~1J:e

ment sl1owing· tl1e manner of distri1)1l-
tio11 of L.i,re Stock fron1 Mav· 30tl1 

~ ' 
1911, to date, sl1owing· nan1e a11d ad-

dre.ss of persons to wl1on1 eac11 v1:is 
g"ive11, tl1e ter111s upon wl1icl1 e~.cl1 

'.Vas g·iven and cor)ies of reports fro1r1 

tl1e persons to wl10111 tl1ey -..· rer,-:: ~1~

sig·ned. 
HON. l'lllN. AGRICULTURE AND 

!V1 IN ES-Mr. Speal{er, tl1e statement 
is in course of preparation. 

I-ION. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

I beg· to la)~ upo11 tl1e ta1Jle of tl1e 
11ouse copy of tl1e enc1 l1iry in to tl1e 
loss of tl1e S. S. Bruce. 
\rVEIGHTS i\..ND MEASURES BILL. 

Pl1rsuant to Order ancl -on i11otion. 
of Rt. Hon. tl1e Pri1ne Minister tl1e 
Hot1se resol vecl itself into CoY1111: i_ tt-::e 
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of tl1e Wl1ole to consider the Bill en
titled "Of \Veights and Mea.sures and 
the Inspection of Lumber." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
lVIr. Parsons to,ok tl1e Chair of 

Con1mi ttee. 
RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-Mr. Chairman, tl1e last da.y tl1is 
matter was before the House it was 
s11ggested by the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition that a section might be 
added to the bill _providing for the 
publication of a list of all parties 
whose weights. were insp·ected annu
ally. I said at the time tl1at I thougl1t 

out to Wl1itbourne yesterday, and I 
did not receive l\tlr. Clerk'.s comm uni .. 
cation till this morning. As the ques
tion is one of much importance I 
should like to have, an opportunity of 
perusing the resolutions, befoire offe·r
ing any observations tl1ereon. There 
will be no unnecessary delay ·so· far as 
tl1e Opposition is, concerned and my 
remarks will .be ve,ry brief. I have 
not gone into the matter but from 
a cursory glance at th.e Re:sol uti1ons 
it appea:r.s. to me that they do not 
carry out the inte11tions of the Gov
ernm-ent .as set forth by the Rt. hon. 

it was a -suggestion that was well Prime Ministe·r. 

worthy of consideration, and I now 
beg to move that a section be added, 
covering the s11ggestion. 

Mr. Speaker resun1ed the Cha,ir. 
Tl1e Chairman from tl1e Co·mmittee 

of the Whole repo·rted that they had 
conside1·ed the matter to them re
ferred and had pas.sed the Bill witl1-
011t amendment. 

It was on motion ordered that this 
Report be received and adopted; and 
that the Bill be ·read a third' time 011 

to-morrow. 

HARBOR MASTE.R'S BILL. 
Pursua.nt to Order and on motion of 

Rt. Hon. the Pri1ne Minister the 
am·endment made by tl1e Legislative 
Counc.il in and upon the Bill sent up 
from this House entitled "Of Harbor 
Maste·r and Harbor Regulations !for 
the Port of St. Jol1n'·s" was read a 
second time and conc·u·rred in; and it ,, 
was o·rdered that a message be sent to 
tl1.0 Legislative Council acquainting 
that body that the House of Assembly 
had passe·d the said amendment with
out a1nendment. 

Committee on Educa.tion 
tions. 

Resolu-

RT HON. SIR ROBT. BOND.-I 

11ave not 11ad an opportunity of read
ing tl1e Resolutio11s fo·l" no mail went 

J 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-It 

seems to me that tl1e rec1uest of 
my Rt. hon. friend i's a reasonal) ~e 

one and we have no desi1re whatever 
to rush this or .any other ma,tter 
throu1gh the House. I am willing to 
g·rant a pos.tponement till to-mo·rrow 
or longer. It is quite true that some 
days ag_o, l1a ving regard to the im
portance of tl1e measure, I 1directed 
that a copy be furnished the Rt. hon. 

g.entleman at least a day before the 
resolutions were brought in by me. I 
am sorry that ci.rcum.stances ]~_a,ve 

made it impossible for him to receive 
them and I have no objection whatev
er to a postponement. In reference to 
my Rt. hon. firiend'.s po'int that the 
resolutions do not ·c.arry out the in
tentions of the Government I can on
ly say that he came to this, conclusion 
after merely glancing· at th~ Bill, but 
I am sure that a more careful per·usal 
will convince him that such is, not 
tl1e case. 

RT. HON SIR ROBT~ BOND-Mr. 

Speaker, I beg to move tl1e adjourn· 
men t of' the House in order to bring 
to the notice of the Government the 
fact tl1at I am in receipt o.f a tele
gram from Botwood informing me of 
the ve'ry seriot1s co11dition of affairs 
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tl1ere and· asking to have a 
rusl1ed thrbug·h to that point. 

train 
The 

telegram informs: me that tl1ere is a 
sl1ortag·e of provisions and 
tl1e .consequences · ma.y be se1rious un
less sometl1ing i1s done in tl1e matter 

at once. 

I am also in :receipt of. a: mes.sa.ge 
from Twillingate saying tl1at no mail 
11as been received tl1ere during tl1e 
paist montl1 and this has resulted irl 
complete disorganization of bt1siness. 
From my own personal observations, 
I do not hesitate to say that a proper 
effort i,s not being ma.de by the con-

tractor to op·erate tl1e ·railway, fo:· 

I went out to Whitbourne from 11ere 
at noon on F·riday a11d we had no dif

ficulty whatev~er in reaching our ·des
ti11ation. There was no .snow fall be .. 
tween Friday and last i1igl1t an.d yet 
no inail was S·ent over tl1e line. I un-
derstand tha.t the Gove·rnment E11grn

11umanly possible is being done tr' re
·Iieve the· situation. Tl1ere1 is no Ite·~ ~ 3-

sity to impr·ess upon tl1e Government 
tl1e serio11sness of the situatio11 fc"' "'v 8 

·realize the 11ardsl1ips that are inflicted 
upo11 tl1e people. Wl1at can poss.ibly 
be done tl1at 11as not been done? Tl1at 
is the point. Hundreds of men are 
ernployed on the line, but wl1at is done 

to-day is undone to-morrow by snow 
and· frost. T.11e company do Jlot 
g·ain anything by tl1e blockade fo·r 
·11ot alone are· tl1ey under 11eavy adui
tio11al expenses., but their income )s 

totally .stopped. Tl1ey .11a \Te four h un
dred men engaged between here =--~11rl 

Carbonear alone. At a dollar a c1a. \' 
v 

tl1is mea11s $400 and the11 tl1ere ;.re 
the other expenses. As a m::ttter <)f 

f.act, the comp.any are 1nore interestec1 
than ai1yone else in 11avi11g· the line 
clea.red and they are· doing all the~,r 

can to 11ave tl1at accomplis.hed. 1-\_s 

eer is now loolring o·ver the line f.rom reg·ards the inspection 
. ' 

whicl1 tl1e 

here to Carbone.ar, and it seems a Governn1ent Eng·ineer is now doing I 

pity that 11e di4 not do so at an ear- may say tl1at lie has gone to see if 
lier ·date, for probably, if he had, the tl1e company ·is mal\:ing· a urlt,"er e~
present condition of affai·rs would not fort to clear the line. It W8..:> 111111e· 

11ave occurred. I hope tl1e Govern.. cessary for 11im t,o g·o before tl .8 

n1e11t will .see the seriousness of the blockade and if. he 11ad g·one·, .hf-; \\'oulct 
present position and make a special ha\re been ·detained as otl1ers l1n .. ' e 
effort to 11a ve tl1e lines Te-opened. been. Tl1is 11as been a very excep-

R T. ~ON. PRIM.E MINISTER-In tio11al winter, tl1e ctrcumsta.nces have 
(· 

seconding tl1e motion of my Rt. llon. been extraordinary and some little 
friend I may say that I have received allowance ougl1t to be made. \Ve sym
from Botwood a me.ssa.g·e .sim'ila.r to pathize witl1 tl1ose 'vho 11ave suffered 
tl1e one to wl1ich 11e lias referred. I severely tl1rougl1 tl1e blocltade, but vve 
immediately replied that I wolild do 11ave done all we could do . 
everytl1ing· possible to relieve the sit- RT. HON. SIR ROBT. BOND-I do 
uation, and I as speedily forwar.ded not tl1ink my Rt. ho11. friend ~as ·~111· 

tl1e messag·e to the company. "l,lie-y· derstood entirely tl1e point tl1at I 
11ave informed m~ .. that a tra.i11 \·.rill vvisl1ed to make. Tl1e1

: .. e ma;,r J1avc 
~ • • • J 

leave fo.r Botwood to-morrow evening. been 11undreds of men emplo-re:l di1 . 
So far as tl1e Government is concer11- ing tl1e past week i11 clea.ri11g· tt.Je li;1•'S , 

ed I may saytl1at we are i11 almost but tl1ere have not been a dozen men 
hourly com1nunication witl1 the .- con- . emplo)~ed b~y tl1e company dl1ring tl1e 
tractors th1·ot1gl1:-~tl1e Gove1rn1ne11t En- .. past montl1 or six weeks; in fact, i10 
gineer'/ who 1reports that everytl'iing·· · effort wa1S made till two or tl1ree days 

' 

I 

, 
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ago to run a train to Placentia or ov~ 
er any of tl1e branch lines,-no p.rop· 
erly organized effoTt. I do not hesi
tate to say that if. an ordinary pt1sh 

plougl1 11ad go11e over the Placentia 
and Broad Cov,e Branches ev2ry tin1e 
there was a fall of snow, the 'ine5 
c·ould 11ave been kept open. The troll
ble has been that the snow has lJeen 

allowed to remain and accumulate on 
the track. Tl1e Rt. hon. gentleman 
says that the Government has been in 
communication with the compa:ny 
tl1rougl1 the Government Engitlt~e:r ai1~ 
he states. that he· relies. on the e11gin
eer to .see tl1at everything po:;si·}i.2 ia 

done. The Government Engineer 11a' 

reported to the House througl1 tl1e 
Hon. Colonial Secretary that he ca.n
not even get a re·ply to the letters 
wl1icl1 he has \Vritte11 tl1e company, 
Sure1y th'is is a .conclusive proof tl1at 
tl1e Government ·cannot be :Informed 
of the correct state of affairs. 

RT. HON PRIME MINISTER-My 

Rt. hon. friend is under a mis<:1..,9p~·e

l1ensien for tl1e Government Enginee.r 
11as :sent no letter:s to the· c01111)ai1~v· 

except the ordinary notices, th~.t 11•3 
was instructed to se,rve on t~t"~ c-0111-

pany wl1enever a train came in late. · 
In the past trains continual.ty· ca.m,...· 
in late and no notice whate\Tl:'1· ,\.a?. 

tal{en of the fact, but now every time 
tl1at occ·ur·s, the government e~1~:nee~ .. 
s·ends the company a notice d,: i \Yi11 •._; 

their attention to the fact. None of 
these are strictly letters and l1a, ve r.o
thing to ·do with the bloc·kade, tl1·3Y a1 ~ 

• 
merely notices1 and may be use:ul 
later on. 

RT. HON SIR ROBT. BOND-I J1a'lP. 

cop~es of tl1en1 and tl1ere can be ij,O 

doubt tl1a,t they are l.etters. 

RT. HON PRIME MIN ISTE ~l---'l"l1ey 

are n1erely i1otice.s. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-I do not 
wisl1 to i11terr11pt my Rt. 11011. frie11d 

.l 
'I 

but I have seen these commu11ications 
and they are certainly letters both in 
form and 'in subs ta.nee. Furthermore; 
I asked f 1or all correspondence be
tween the Government Engi11•~e~~ and 
the Company, and t}lese were ~~a·>~ed 

' . 
by the -Hon. Colonial Secretary. If 
they are not letters it only makes the 

' . 

position infinitely wor.se than I 
thought it was. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.

The matter is not made infini:eiy 
worse. The Government Engineer 
was instructed to serve· a i1otice oA.1 
the company whenever a train ;1rr'i,·e!1 
late and 11e has car1ried out th.ese i11~ 

structions. Tl1e Government 11as .j, 

reason and an object in view for serv
ing these notices, but it is not con· 
venient to state them_ here. When the 
correspondence was aske1d. for these 
communications were tabled · ~.nd 

there is n~ .· other correspondence . 
MR. KENT;;_Just one word as to 

the notices, to the company dr=i. \Vi11g 

tl1eir attention to tl1e late arri 1al of 
trains. I think if my Rt. hon. fr5e·nd 
will hunt up the records he will find 
that correspondence between the gov
ernment and the contractor took 
place in 1908 on the same subject and 
the contractor was. il'equired at that 

\ 

time to fu,rnish all explanations as to 
-the delays. of trains. When I was ~fin
ister of Justice with the late Govern
ment, I 'vrote letters on this very 
matter. :Proceedings were institut
ed, but I am n·ot aware tl1at anything 
further has been done . 

RT. HON. PRtME MINISTER.-It 
was never for a moment ' my inten
tion to take away any credit due to 
1the late Governn1ent. I said that what 
"'~as done as regards those notices, 
originated entirely with me. As to 
tl1e question of legal proceedings, 
tl1ose are nlatters not germane to the 
question here . ._ I was asked for all 
correspondence since Jan. 1st ai1d all 
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the correspondence since Jan. 1st. was 
~ 

laid on the table. Daily notices were 
given by _the G-overnment Engi11eer· to 
the contractors. . 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In rising to support the motion, I 
would like rto say that just before I 
left my office I was informed by the 
contractors that a train would be leav
ing for the north to-morrow morning. 

It was moved and seconded that 
'vhen the House rises it adjourn un
rtil to-morrow, Thursday, l\farch 14th, 
at three of the clock in the afternoon. 

The Ho-use then adjourrned1 acc-ord· 
ingly. 

THURSDAY, March 14th, 1912. 
The House met at three of the 

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournmenrt. 

PETITIONS. · 
MR. BENNETT.-! ask leave to pre

sent a petition from John Ellis and 
other fishermen of St. John's, praying 
that an amendment be made to the 
rules and regulations governing the 
carrying on of the fishery off this port. 
The petition sets forth that owing to 
the present regulations certain fisher
men have to set itheir traps ver)T early 
in order to secure their berths and 
consequently run a great risl~ c1f los
ing their property. The petitio11ers 
ask tl1at a set--- day be fixe~ for the 
£ecuring of oer:ths so that all ma)T 

have an equal chance and ht~ 011 the 
same footing. The petition sets forth 
the different localities that they ~,visl1 

the amendment to ap1)ly to and also 
those that they do not 'vish to bf) j11-

cluded. It is largely signed ar:.<1 i11 

supporting it I would ask that it be 
ref erred to the Department oft Marine 
and Fisheries where no doul}t it '\Vill 
receive careful consideration. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-! 
would like to endorse vvhat my hon. 
colleague has said in reference to the 
petition. I may say that he, Mr. Ken
nedy and myself met a deputation of 

tl1e fishermen on .the ma.tter a11cl we 
_have been lool\ing around for a way 
to accomplish \vhat ·they desire. That 
is not at all an easy matter but tl1ere 
can be no doub1t that the n1en are un
der a considerable hardsl1ip and are 
greatly handicapped by the present re
gulations in the setting of their traps. 
The petitioners think that if a given 
hour is set for rthe putting out of traps 
it will be the means of stopping the 
practice of putting them out too early 
in the season, but it is possible tha1t 
the suggested alteration would mean 
that some would be on the grot1nds 
hours before the time appointed or in 
any . event ithere would be a race from 

' 
here to the grounds and a scramble 
for berths. Ho,vever, \Ve are hoping 
tl1at when the whole matter is refer
red to the dep-artment 1some means may 
be devised whereby the prayer of the 
petitioner;s will be g:ranted. They feel 
very keenly about the. matter· as they 
are unable to go to any distant points 
to fish and are therefore very consid
erably handicapped if tl1e best places 
are itaken up. , 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-! 
beg leave to present a petition from 
Jacob Quinton and others of Red Cliff 
Island, in relation to the general elec
tion; also a petition from the i11habit
ants of Keels on the same subject; 
also a petition from Richard Mesh and 
others of !-(eels on the st1bject of a 
connecting road fron1 N e\vman's Cove 
to the half way house and on other 
road matters. I would ask rthat these 
petitions be referred to the depart
ments to \vhich tl1ey relate. 

MR. LeFEUVRE.-I ask leave to 
present petitions from the inhabitants 
of Grand Bank, Fortune and Burin on 
the subject of Sunday observance. 
These petitions are sin1ilar to those 
that have already been presented from 
other places on ithe subject and I 

ask tl1at tl1ey be ref erired to t11e de
partment of the Hon. Colonial Secre
tary. 
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HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE · 
AND MIN ES.-I ask leave to presen1t 
a petition fro1n tl1e i.nhabitants of 
Newman's Co\re and An1herst Cove on 
the subject of a connecting road. I 
\vould ask that the petition be referred 
1to tl1e departme11t of Public Works. 

Tl1e . se\roral 1)etitions ·.'\Vere ·.:on mo
·. ti on -received and ordered to be ref er
. red to the seve.ral departments . to 
wl1Jcl1 tl1ey relate. 

fVIR. CLIFT.-I aslt lea·ve to prese11t 
a petition from D. J. Rowsell and oth, 
er inl1abitants of Ward's Harbor and 
Cut \Vell Arin aski11g· for the allocation 
of the sun1 of $400 to be spent on the 
vVard's Hr. section of the main road 
from \\i-ra.rd's Hr. to Little Bay. This 

QUESTIONS. · 
RT. HON. SIR_ R·. BOND ·asked the 

Hon. the Colo11ial Secretary to· lay on 
the table ·of this House a cop·y of all 
comn1unications received by· the Gov
ern1nent from the Ne\vfoundland 
Teachers' Association and Superin
tende11ts of Education in relation to 
tl1e Teachers' Pension Fund, and tl1e 
Resolutions no"\v before the House in 

section of the line of road has never . relation to the same. 
bee11 completed and it is i1npossible HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
to do so t1nless a sum of money is 
granted for that purpose. It is a very 
necessa:ry roa·i 1and petitioners hope 
tl1at th.e . House will see its vvay clear 
to grant the amount asked for. I 
l1ave, therefore, much pleasure in 
presenting the petitio11 and in support
i11g its prayer. I have also to prese11t 
a l)etition from the same petitioners 
asking for the allocation of $200 to be 
expended on 
vVard's Harbor. 

local roads arou11d 
The petitioners say 

that it is quite a few years since the , 
first part of the road vvas completed 
and it is now in need of considerable 
repair. I trt1st that the prayer of rthis 
i)etition also \Vill . be granted. 

I also beg leave to present a peti
tion from Samuel Brett, Jr., and other 
inhabitants of Moreton's Harbor ask
i11g for tl1e sum of $125 for repairing 
a road that -vvas made so1ne years ag·o 
partly for agricultural purposes. Fif
teen families use the road in order to 
reach their g·ardens and it is of great 
benefit -to them. Unless repairs are 
made 'sl1ortly it will be of no further 
service . to them as it ·passes through ,, 
a marsh a11d consequently "\vill be ob~ 
literated. I have much l)leasure in 
supporting this petition also and I 
would ask that all be presented rto the 
departments to which they . relate 
where, I trust, they will receive fav
orable consideration. 

I... . ... -

! 
' 

,. 

The copy is being prepared and \Vill 
be ft1rnished as soon as possible. 

MR. PARSONS aslted rthe II011. Col
onial Secretary to lay on the table of 
this House a report in detail of tl1e 
Harbor Grace Industrial School for 
1910-11. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-! 
have made enquiries of the Con1mis
sioner of Public Cl1arities ·in relr~tioP 

to tl1is matter and he advises me that 
no details had bee11 received since 
August, 1909, \vhe·n the r.e1)ort for 1908 
vvas handed in. Tl1e grant for tl1e 
school has not been applied for this 
year. 
\¥EIGHTS AND MEAS,URES BILL. 

Pursuant to Order and on motio11 
I 

of Rt. Hon. 1the Prin1e Minister the 
Bill entitled "An Act to amend Chap
ter 102- of the Consolidated Statutes, 
entitled 'Of vVeig·hts and Measures and 
tl1e Inspection of Lu1nber' " was reacl 
a third time and passed; and it vva.s 
ordered that it be engrossed, being e11-
titled as above, and that it be sent to 
the Legislative Council with a mes
sage requesting the concurrence of 
that body in its provisions. 

EDUCATION REGULATIONS. 
Pursuant to Order and on motion of 

Rt. !Ion. the . Prime lVIinister, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the vVhole to consider certain Re
solutions on the s11bject of Ed11cation. 
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];1r. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com

mittee. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Before 
these Resolutions proceed further, I 
desire to express my views in respect 
to them. Education, "\Vith which they 
deal in part, does not require any 
lengthy effort to commend it to the 
careful attention and sympathy of this 
House, for every thoughtful man fully 
recognizes that it is the duty of the 
State to ·do all ln its· power to b;ring 
the advantag·es of a sound, practical 
education within the reach of the very 
poorest of its. citizens. The only ques
tion that can cause conflict of opinion 
is, ho-vv best to accomplish the end 
that all have in view, namely, the cre
ation of clean, honest, thrifty and in
telligent citizens. Burt we are .not 
called upon at this time to deal with 
this g·eneral question. If vve were 

' then we might with advantage tra-
vers~ the wide rr,ange of educational 
effort through Europe and America 

' and possibly in the educational sys-
tem of Switzerland find the best model 
upon which to build, for that great 
educatio11'ist, Matthew Arnold, tie
clared that Switzerland possessed the 
best educational system in the world. 
If my memory serves me right, that 
State devotes about fifty-three per 
cent. of its educational grants in the 
direction of technical education. I 
could have wished, sir, that these 
Resolutions dealt with ~hat subject, 
for I am convinced that the hope of 
this country lies rather in what shall 
yet be done in that direction than in 
rthe furtherance of what is termed 
"higher education." It seems to me 
that the principal aim of a h~her 
education in this country should be 
to make fit the rising generation to 
fill the best positions in our indus
trial en te·rprises, in our factories~ ma~ 
chine shops, paper mills, mining in
d us tries; in civil, electrical and me
chanical engineering, and also in the 

undertaking of agriculture upon a 
scientific basis, foil~ education so
called ,will not-cannot-so fit them, 
and 1tlle result of this failt1re is that 
the stranger comes within our gates 
and seizes those pJrizes, while our 
youths have to go without our gates 
and become strangers in foreign 
lands. Last year in this House I ex
pressed. my views as to the desirabrl
ity of our taking up the matter of 
technical education vvithout further 
delay, and I intimated that this ses
sion I would bring forward resolu
tions so as to draw out a discussion 
on the subject wirth a \"iew to some
thing of a practical natt1re, being done. 
Upon reflection I concluded that un
less the Government were in sym
pathy with the movement it wot1ld 
simply be waste of energy and time 
to do as I intended. 

No\v, sir, to come right down to the 
subject matter of the Resolutions be
fore us, namely, Teachers' Pensions. 
It would appear that this proposed 
legislaition is the outcome of a mo,re
ment on the part of teachers through
out the Colony to improve their posi
tion. I do not think that they are 
going rto have their position improved 
under these Resolutions. I think that 
when the teachers have fully consid
ered them they must arrive at the co11-
clusion that whereas they asked for 
bread, rthey are given a ston(). Unless 
I entirely misunderstand the \vorking 
out of the scheme proposed 1).Y the 
Government for the adoption of tl1 is 
House, the mass of teachers ir1 this 
country 'vill hereafter srtand in a 
most unfair and inequitable po~·r:lit)rt 

as regards those 'vho hold fi!'st p18,ces 

or highest rank in the profess.ion. 
Such a scheme as this sho11ld 11a\-e 
been submitted to an actuar~{ or oth
er competent autl1ority. It is <-1uite 
evident to me that t11is \Vas no: do11e, 

and the conseqt1ence is this unj11r>t, in
equitable and . utterly prepo~tero11s 

st1ggestion. I am a ware that tl1e 

• 



• 

' 
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Governme11t consulted the St1peJ:'in-
· tendents of Edt1cation in this Colc)IlY 
on tl1e matter ,of .this proposed scl1~n1e. 
but I an1 also · a ware fron1 a i)erusc:iJ 
of the correspo11dence tl1at passed be
t-vveen the1n and t11e Governn1ent that 
tl1ese g·entlemen based tl1eir reply up~ 
on the asst1mption "that the fig11res 

I 

fl1rnished in connection with the pro-
posed l)ension sche111e are . correct." 
rI'hey say so i11 their letter to the Pre
n1ier of date Januar}r 5tl1, 1912. Let 
n1e state, sir, the actual position from 
iny point of view, and it vvill then be 
the duty of the Government to sho\V 
\vherein I err. If I an1 correct jn n1y 

. view, then these . Resolutions sho11ld 
be an1ended or vvithdrawn. If I am 
not correct in my co11clusiqns, then, · 
sir, I shall be delighted to ha,ve my 
error pointed 011t. 

Tl1e present _position as regards 
"tl1e Teachers' Pension" is, that at the 
a.ge of sixty years ~very teacher, male, 
after pay111e11t of cer1tain annual pre
mi11n1s, varying according to age, se
cures an annuity of one h11nclred dol
lars. 

Tl1e teachers in a1)proacl1i11g the 
Governn1ent by petitio11 st1ggested that 
at the age of fifty-five years, provided 
11.e had served itl1irty .years, a teacher 
sl1all be· entitled to receive an annuity 
of two-tl1irds of 11is salary at time of 
retirerr1e11t. This sugestio11 was bas
ed upon the following reasons, name
ly: -

1. Educational success depends up-
011 the \vork of the teachers. 

2. rrhat at l)resent salaries are so 
lovv that teachers cannot save 
fro111 tl1eir .earnings to inake pro-

I' • 
visio11 for old age. 

3. That large nu1nbers of teachers 
leave this Colony ovving to the 
s1nallness of stipends and pres
ent ot1tlool-r as regards pension. 

4. r.rhat new teachers have to be 
educated to take their places, and 
tl1is makes a demand on the 
trai11ing fu11d of ten thot1sand 

' 

dollars per year, so splitting it 
11p that nevv teachers clo not ob
tain ad equate training. 

There is force and cogency in the 
reasons advanced, but it migl1t be ob
served rthat they affect the . whole 
scheme of education, and . form an 
argument not so much in support of 
the prayer of the petition as for a 
more equitable distribution of the 
vote for education under wl1ich the 
teachers would receive a larger sti
pend than they do at present. 

The schen1e which the Resolutions 
pro1)osed by the Govern1nent are sup
posed to embody, provides,-

1. That at sixty years and after 
thirty years of service, a teach-

er sl1all receive tvvo-thirds of his 
salary averaged over . the years 
immediately preceding his re
tirement. 

2. That tl1e an1ount at present 
of the 

. 

standing to ithe credit 
' 

"Teachers' Pens.ion Fund," under 
section 68 of the Education Act, 
1903, shall be paid into the Trea
sury for the use of the Colony. 

Now, sir, this is not in accordance 
with tl1e prayer of the teacl1e.r~s.' peti
tion, or in accordance with the am
ended i)etition received by the Gov-, . 

ernment from the Executive of the 
Teachers/ Assooiation. 

The teacl1ers aslred "that the pres
ent" Teacl1ers' Pension Schen1e be dis
continued, ai1d that all the teac"ers 
who have claims on the fund be al
lowed to withdravv the amount of tl1eir 
cla.ims; and that the balance of the 
fund then in the hands of the Gover11-
ment on account of . Teachers' l}e11-

sions go towards a siclr benefit . ft111d 
for teachers. The a1nended petiti()ll 

• sent to the Govern1nent by the Ex-~el.1-
tive of the Teachers' .LL\.sociatjon s11p· 

- gested "that the accumulated funds of 
the present ~••1io11 Scheme-amou11t-

. . 
ing to nearly ei:x1ty thousand dollars · --
be handed · over to the Government ~s 
a lllICletlS from Which to pay the pro4 
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posed new pe11sions; and, that teach~ 

ers continue to pay the same pre111-
iums as under· the present scheme.n 

Neither of these proposals have 

been met, for the seeond Reisolutio11 
before us provides "that the amnt~nt 
now standing to the credit or the · 
'l.,eachers' Pension Fund shall l>e pa id 
into the Treasury for rthe use of th~ 

Colon:r." On the ' other h·and tl1e fir st 
Resolution provides that ·"there sha~l 
be established a ft1nd to be kn1J ·"'·n · :1:3 

the 'Teachers' Pension Fund.' ~ , 1·11 ts 
is apparently · a new fund, bt1t tJ1t3re 
will be no fund on the first of :r :~ly 
next, the old one having passed into 
the general revenue, and nothi.n!~· -vvill 
be paid into the new fund. 1Jrttil 
1twelve months after July next. It is 
quite evident that the Govet·nm·ent 
have become mt1ddled in consideriu.g 
the two proposals and the Resolutions 
before us portray this fact. With re· 
g'ard to the proposed new "Fund," I 
would observe that the original teach
ers' petition does not ask for the es
tablishment of such a fund, and neith
er did the teachers conten1plaite the 
payment of any premiums. · They evi
dently desired and expected that the 
i)ayment to the Treasury of sixty 
thousand dolla.rs contributed by them 
to the "Pension Fund," and taken over 
and . passed into the general revenue 
of the Colony for general purposes, 
' ;vas to be regarded as a payment in 
full of all demands, a:::1d that hereafter 
they \vould be plac.e·d on precisely the . . 

same footing as civ-il servants, who 
~ 

do not contribute anytl1ing out of 
their salaries to\vards their pensions. 

What a keen disappointment then 
awaits tl1e teachers t1nder 1the opera
tion of the Government's proposed 
scheme. The Government 11ave adopt
ed in 'this particular the recommenda· 
tion of the Executive of the Teachers' 
Association, and in sub-seet1on 1 of 
thefr .Resolutions it is provided that 
teachers shall continue to pay the 
same premiums as under the 1903 

• 

Pensio11 Scheme. Now without dis
puting the principle of the · contribu-

. tory scheme, there are t'vo classes of 
objectio11s to the adoption of the 1903 
premiums in order to provide for pen
sions proposed under the Govern
ment's Resolutions. The first objec· 

. tion is · that Schedule J. of the 1903 
Act provided that teachers could be 
beneficia:ries under that scheme at 
any age between sixteen and fifty, and 
serving up to the age of 60. 111 other 
words, the premiums are based on 
services varying from forty-four years 
to ten years; for instance, a teacher 
serving forty-four years pays an an
nual premiu1n of $4.29; a teacher serv· 

· ing thirty years pays $10.84, and a 
teacher serving ten years pays $64.92; 
'\Vhile under the Government's pro
llosed scheme teachers are called upon 
to pay the same varying premiums and 
to serve fo.r at least thirty years .. 
That nlight mean that a teacher en· 
tering service at thirty years of age 

· must pay for thirty years an annual 
premium of $10.84, while a teacher 
enter1ng at fifty must · pay for 
tl1irty ye~s' .annual premiums 
of $64 .92. In principle there is no 

( 

reason for this difference, because the 
scale of Schedule ·J. is based on a vary
ing term for payments and not on a 
fixed service of thirty years. The 
second objection is that the scale ad· 
opted in Schedule J. is based on the 
principle of all contributions receiving 
the same amount of pension, namel)r, 
t>ne hundred dollars per annum. It 
is not only based upon a fixed l'len
sion of one hundred dollars bttt the 
contributories purchased by their an
nt1al ·

1 
premiums the annuity provided, 

whereas under the Governn1ent's pro
. posed scheme the contributories re-
ceive annuities not according to the 
purchase value of the premiums, or 
according to their contributions, but 
according to a -standard which has no 
relation 'vhatever rto the premiums 
they are called l1pon to pa)". Fol' in-
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sta11ce, tvvo teache~s . of the ,same age, 
say thirty years, enter at the same.-

• • • • 4 ' •• 

ti1ne; . botl1 are ,called upon to . pay an 
~ ' .... . ~ . 

annual .premium of . $10.84 f9r _ tl1irty 
. . . 

years. The tw9 . teacl1ers . therefore 
.pay into the ft1nds exactly the same 

I . . 

an1ount. One teacher however, has 
an averag·e. salary during tl1e last ten 
y~,ars of service of eighteen hur1dred 
dollars l)er annun1 in one of our col- , 
leges, the salary of . the other teacl1-
er is say three hundred dollars per an
nt1m; 1:Jnder . the Government'$. propos
al t11e higl1ly paid teacher v\rould be 
e11titleP. to a pension .of itwelve 11un
dred dollars per annum. Yet the poor 
man has contributed as n1uch to the 
schen1e , as 11is ricl1er brother in the 
profession. . D.oes the Governn1ent 
deem this equitable or jus1t? I deem 
this unjust and preposterous. The 
teachers I venture to say never con-

• 

templated such an injustice vvhen they 
petitioned the Government for a re
dress of tl1eir grievance. I do not 
think that the E.xecutive of the ,.feach
ers' A~sociation .contemplated it, and 
I sho11ld hope, 1that the Government do . . . 

not intend to inflict ~he injustice. I 

nical. ed ucatio11. I understood 11im to 
say that in Switzerland fifty per cent. 
of . tl1e, .total revenue is ,devoted to 
technical education. 

RT. 1-iON. SIR R~ BON'o . ....:..:Not the 
total revenue. - i ' said that 53 per 
ce11t·. · of tl1e vote for education was 
devoted to·· technical education. 

RT. H ·0 N. PR I M E M I N 1.s TE R .-I 
an1 :not in a position to say whether 
tl1at is correct, I 11av·e no doubt tl1a.t 

· in a country. like Svvitzerland-or in
deed, con1ing · i1earer ... home-in a 
country like Nova Scotia, a very large 
percentag·e of the vote for- education
in fact I should ,not su1)pose that fifty 
per cent. would be a 11igh percentage
vvould be devoted to technical educa
tion. But vve 11ave to · remember in 
dra\ving tl1ese comparisons th.at 
Svvitzerland has had an educational 
system certainly for two centuries; 
and vvl1en· comparing Nova Scotia witl1 
Ne\vfoundland it must,be remembered 
tl1at when it was illegal to plant a po
,tato in Newfoundland Nova Scotia had 
a university; and that· Nova Scotia 
was granting Degrees ·before · an ele
mentary school existed · in Newfound
land. \Ve · are not dealing· to-da).,. with 
tl1e question of universities.~ or with 
the qt1estio11· of technical education. 

· V'l e are really dealing with elementary 
educatio11; and -vvhilst \Ve are doing 
a ·little in technical educ·ation, and 

dealing "\Vitl1. Tl1at . is ~ntirely clear. whilst. every l)erso11 concerned -vvitl1 

would prefer to hope that they did 
i1ot understand the \Vorking out .of 
their own sche1ne. The fact is that 
the working out of a proper sche1ne 
should engage tl1e attention of an . . 

, .. 

act11ary. The Government have at-
t.empted \Vhat they are incapable of 

• • 1 • 

I shall not fu~tl1er criticise these Re- our edt1cational system from the Sup-
solutions . t1ntil the Government 11aye erintendenits down to 'tl1e teachers, 
answered the positions I have set up, the Educational Boards, the .Council of 
and if they cannot answer them, then Education, this Government the late 
the whol(t responsibility in this mat- Government . and every Government 
ter shall rest vvith them alone. ~rould desire . . to spend · co.nsiderable 

R.T. HON. PRIME MINISTE·R.-In money if · We:~ could afford it on tech
replying to the Rt. Hon. the Leader of i1ical education, at the same- time we 
the .01)position in relation to 11is. critic- - . all recognize ,·that we h·ave to be just 
ism , .. of these Resolutions I should like first and generous afterwards, and ,,_. :; :' .. . 

in the .. first plac.e ·to say . rc\vo or three 
. words ... befo·re referring to tl1e points 

, raised by hi1n a11d they are i11 rela
- .tion to .what· 11e' says .as regar·ds tecb.-

• 

tl1at .· vve are under a11 obligation to 
give· ·every child·· ·in · Newfoundland 
vvhose pare11t& :are paying taxes an op
portt1nity to learn · t0, read and write. 
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I should like to see schools in every 
important settlement in the country 
teaching technical studies. I recog
nize, as I stated here yesterday, that 
the battle of the future is going to 
be a great industrial battle-not a bat
tle of armaments. of armies and nav
ies, but an industrial battle; and in
dustrial countries like Ja1)an, Germany 
arid the United States, the· state and 
private individuals are lavishing· 
money on technical education, becat1se 
those who are g·oing to remain in the 
industrial race have to depend largely 
on scientific and technical education as 
applied to the industries. 'l"hat is par-
1tict1larly so of the g·reat die vvorl{S 
of Germany, the large silk operations 
in Japan and other complicated-al
most ·scie11tific-industries. All these 
depend on the highest point of at
tainment as regards scienitific and 
technical edt1cation. We are doing a 
little here, just a li:tle. We l1ave had 
a vote for a number of years in our 
educational grant. But wl1at does it 
amount to. For an hour or so a day 
some of the little boys in St. John's
I do not know if it extends outside 
Sit. John's-are shown something i11 
the natt1re of woodworl{. It is of so1ne 
·advantage I suppose. It trains the eye 
and the hand. The pupils are able to 
malce little frames and little boxes 
from a1)propriate designs supplied 
rthem by tl1e teachers. Tl1at is as far 
as we have· got witl1 techn'ical educa
tion. If we ever hope to develop that 
system we have to remember that we 
sl1all 11a ve to .spend a g·reat ·deal of 
money; ncit alone in teaching in the 
schools, but also in training the teach
ers; because it is perfectly idle to ex
pect that the five or six 11undred lady 
teachers we have all over Newfound
land can give our children an ind us
trral education u11less tl1ey are taugl1t 
it themselves. We can do a great deal 
in manual training and in the v;ay I 
have pointed out, but if we are to 

adopt technical education~that is in-

dustrial education-.. to ~it our. ~oys to 
go into. the workshop .and intc» the en
g·ineering shop .or the lo_comotive 
works or whatever it may b.e,. \Ve m11st 
expend thousands of . dollars~. and we 
cannot rest by applying tl1fs to St. 
John's alone, but \Ve ·- n1ust do it in all 
large ce11tres as '\vell. Ev.en then \Ve 
\Vould not be just to thousands of set
tle~ents that to-day are suffering from 
lack of elementary education. rr~at 
is the pos.ition we are in. My learned 
f:rie:Q.d, tl1e leader of the Opposition, 
stated here this E}Vening that technical 
education was not the same thing as 

11igher· education. A strang·er listen
ing to hiP'. , ... Tn,tl.rl """~"'ink it was a nevv 

. principle we were introducing this ev
ening-that vve \Vere making new de
l)artures and not following the beaten 
road that has been followed for years. 
There is not a vo,te in these Resolu
tions for Higher Education beyond tl1e 
vote of $1000 additional vote for the 
Council of Higher Education in order 
to enable rthem to pay tl1eir bills; in 
order to pay for the examining of 
children all over the country who 
avail of these examinations. · Whilst 
tl1e Council of Higher Education exists 
and wl1ilst this Legislature cont inues 
tl1em under their charter it is not in 
keeping with the dignity or the · de
cency of .the country or t he Legisla
ture that they· should be dunned over 
town for any bills tl1at they may ha-v~e 
incurred in carrying out their work. 
As far as the Council are concerned I 
am not specially here rto defend them. 
As I said yesterday it was a misno
mer to call them the Council of High
er Education; because they are con
cerned with elementary as well a s 
Higher Education. If there has been 
any stimulus i1nparted initO our educa
tional life the last tvvent)T )"ears, if r1 1

· 

· ·schools have · been lifted to a hip·'~ 

plane, if to-day we have standar ~ 
ti on of education, then 'xre ha 
thank the Council of Education. fe r . 
As I have heard stated in this House 
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before, "By their fruits shall they be 
known," and yot1 can apply no more 
satisfactory test to the value of the 
Council of Higher Education than by 
looking around for its fruits and the 
way their examinations are availed of 
by teachers and p11pils all over the 
country, as can be seen from the num
ber of centres where children take 
rthem and by the adoption and appro
val of their system by the Teachers' 
Association. "Education," n1y hon. 
friend · said, ''should be fitted to our 
industries to enable our children to go 
forth from the schools into ithe vari
ous industries of the country and in
to agriculture." I entirely agree with 
him in so far as the various schools 
are prepared to teach these branches. 
But until the whole country is provid
ed with elementary education \Ve are 
not in .a position, I submit to ·v·)te 
any very large sums for the establish
ment of technical education in one or 
two centres in order to teach trades 
to the children who happen to live in 
t!J.ese centres. I would like to see 
schools established in St. John's, in 
Harbor Grace, in Bonavista Bay in 
Placentia and in every other district 
around the Island to teach the boys 
everything in the way of technical edu
cation to train them for any industries 
they may desire to pursue. But what 
about the orther children in the coun
try who are receiving no education. at 
all. Our present condition will not 
permit anything like that. Further, 
our teachers, as I have said, could not 
impart this knowledge, and it would 
not be fair to ask them. We must 
first teach the teachers, and give them 
.some elementary knowle.dge of; techni
cal education so tl1at when they go 
forth ·to ·schools they may be prepared 
to impart to their pupils what they 
ithe1nselves have learned. But to enter 
to-day, before we have completed our 
system of elementary education, and 
embark on a large policy of industrial 

·edt1cation all over the Island, is a 

' • 

policy I am afraid which would be 
very difficult to carry out. I ain not 
acquainted with what is being done 
in Nova Scotia as regards technical 
education. I kno'v tl1ey a.re n1al{Jng 
advances and are making very great 
strides, and tl1at they are doing the 
same all over Canada. I have bee11 
in communication with Professor Rob
ertso11 who for the las:t t'vo years has 
been in Europe associated with ·a doz
en others appointed by the Canadian 
Government to visit Europe and en
quire into the whole question of tech-
11ical educaition. I have been i11 
touch with their work tl1rough Profes
sor Robertson who has been good 
enough to furnish me with c·opies of 
what has been done. Their work has 
not been · adopted by the Canadian 
Government, but I have no dol1bt i1t 
vvill be adopted, and the knowledge 
gained by them will be applied as far 
as possible in the way of technical edu
cation both in the universities and in 
the high schools of Canada. My 
learned friend wanted ilo know if the 
Government was in sympathy with 
technical education. Why, certainly 
we are in sympathy with technical 
education, and 'every other kind o.f 
education likely to advance rthe child
ren of this country who are to be its 
future citizens. We have increased 
the e·d ucation vote in three years. by 
$100,000~double the amount of the 
increase for the previous eight years, 
and more than was voted in the first 
sixty years of representative govern
ment, and double the sum ever voted 
in any iten years by any l'.)revio11s gov
ernment, and that money will be 
spent, with very little exception, in the 
same channel as it has been spent be
fore. If any plan can be worked out 
by which the whole of this country 
ca~ participate in tl1e advantage of 
technical education, the Government 
will be very glad to consider it; but 
nothing is ait present before the Gov
ernment and no scheme has been 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

worked out or proposed beyond the 
little attempt that is being made in 
St. John's. It is all very well to talk 
about technical education. It is a 
very nice, highsounding phrase, but 
wl1en you come tQ\ analyze. it and try 
and apply it to the 1300 settlements in 
Newfoundland, tl1en you 'vill find that 
you are assuming a policy of rob bing 
Peter to pay Paul. And in this case 
you have 99 Peters as against . one 
Paul. Then my learned friend passed 
from that point · on ito the question of 
teachers' pension fund proposed in 
these resolutions. "They have asked 
for bread" said my learned friend, 
"and you have given them stones." 
vVell, they must have been in a very 
remarkable condition "\vhen they had 
to come and ask for bread, and if they 
l1ave been left in tl1at condition it 11as 
been no fault of this administration. 
They asked for bread. It is quite 
true. And 've claim we have given 
tl1em here bread and butter or bread 
and jam-sometl1ing better than rt.hey 
asked for. We have not given them 
stones. I have to-day a letter in my 
pocket that I received fron1 the Pre
sident of the Executive of the 'l'each
ers' Association entirely endorsing 
wnat we are doing 11ere in relation 
to this pension fund. 

: 

March 12th. 

"Dear Sir Edward.-The Executi"f'j 
"of the Newfoundland Teacl1ers' As-
" 1socia tion,1fully, app;recia tingthe ben,efit 

"vvhich your Government proposes rto 
''best.ow on the teaching 'profession 
Hby tl1e dntroduction into tl1e Legisla
"ture of resolutions whicl1 in b.road 
"outline embody tl1e petiti'on for pen .. 
".sions presented to tl1e Governo·r in 
"Council. " • • 

That does not look as if they \-Vere 
nibblir1g stones, but on the cor1trary· 
pleasantly engaged eating brearl t~.nd 

ja1n or bread and butter. I tl1 i11~{ I 
11a ve 11eard tl1a;t phrase before--ask
ing for bread and receiving sto11A~. It 

is a nice phrase and may P.lea,Ee the 
ears of some people, l)ut h3:3 110 

mea11ing or application in relation to 
the prese11t caseJ Now what are the 
facts? Tl1e teachers of this Colony 
have never been regarded as civil ser
' ran ts,and accordingly 11ave never been 
pe11sioner,s. w .hy, I do not }{now. I ,').ffi 

. -
not prepared to give to tl1e Committee, 
Mr. Chairman, any very satisfactor:y· 
reasons as to why ithey have not been 
regarded as civil servants from a pen~ 
sion st'and1)oint. Every other pull1ic 
servant, from the Chief Justice down 
to the courier who carries the mails 
all the year round for $100 a year, re
ceiv·es a pension, but the teacher was 
never rega;r,ded ,by this Legislature as 
a pensioner and no pension has ever 
been voted from the public funds for 

.· 

the iteachers. It may be from the fact 
tl1at the moneys voted are voted to the 
boards and teachers are emplo)'-ed 
directly by the boards, and we have 
no control over the teachers and do 
not come in actual contact with them. 
Originally there was only one grant, 
and that to the Boards. The other 
funds have grovvn up of late years. 
Consequently we have never had the 
teachers' case before t1s here, and we 
l1ave only bee11 voting· a sum in globo 
for education.. In 1892 a scheme was 
devised kno,vn as the Teachers' Pen
sion Fund, the fatl1er of that was the 
present Canon Pilot, and though that 
has been in operatio11 for twenty 
years it has been availed of by only 
two teachers. The total amoqnt paid 
under it was $100. The teachers make 
a contribution and the Government al
so make a contribution. Now the 
Teachers' Association have come in 
and pointed out to the Government 

the failure of this schen1e, and they 

ask practically to be 1·egarded as civil 

servants, that is, to receive t'vo-thirds 

of their salary; and in consideration 

. of our n1aking a distinction between 

them and civil servants by retiring 



' 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

them at 60 and in sor11e cases at 55, 
and in oth~r cases after _ 15 years 
teaching, th,ey say, we :vvill bear a fair 
proportion of the cost. '"fhey do ·not 
clain1 ito be in the same class as or
dinary civil s.ervants,wl10 must re·m.ain 
at w-ork as long as tl1ey are pl1ysic
ally able to perform it, but they come 
in a11d ask to lJe retired at 60 a11d 
under certain circumstances, on the 
certificate of the proper inspector at 
55, and · in other cases after fifteen 
years, and they say in consideration 
of the3e · very special advantages, 
which are i1ot accorded to the ordin
ar)- civil servants,, we think we ought 
1to i::ay a premiuin to you a11d are sat
isfied t(» pay the _same premiun1 as we 
have been paying· for the last 20 )rears. 
The resolutions that are now before 
the legislature are practically, if not 
identically, the same as we have had 
in force for the last 20 years.. My 
learned friend has attacked most un
successfully the i)rinciple upon '\vhich 
the premiums are based. Originally 
t11e sche=dule which vvll.s 'fixed in the 
scheme of 1892 by the Government 
of that day, '\Vas the result of actuarial 
wcrk a.11d Canon Pilot on that occasion 
11a.d the benefit of actua:~ial ad1rice in 
connection with the scheme. . I \Vas 
close in touch \Vith fiim at the time 
a11d I think he will bear out what I 
say that as 'far as the schedules of 
tl1at act are concerned tl1ey are almost 
perfect . . Tl1ey are applied according to 
ago to ·the tvv-6: classes, ladies · being 
paid a :iittle more rthan men because 
their saiai~ies are a · little less.- But 
my learned, friend' pointed . out that we ' 
may lia ve a case of a man' getting . a 
salary of $1·800 paying the same an-

.·.. ~ . 

i1ually ·as a person in a scl1ool with a 
salary bf ~$300 or $400. As a matter: of 

fact the · schools in the outports have 

a hi1?;her.: ·. av.erag·e · salary than the ; 

scl1001s :iii :. St ... John's and they are not 

getting·:. a ..... hig·her average than :$700 

i11 tl1e · wlidle islancl. Tl1e a ·verage sa1-

aries paid in St. Jol1n's are not as 
high as the average paid in the out
ports in that class of high· schools. · 
I do not n1ean the a"1erage of all the 
schools in the Island but the average 
of tl1at class of school. · No1.v I am not 
making that state1nent as an opinion, 
but as a fact which I have learnt fro1n 
lv1r. Wood the President of tl1e Exec11· 
tive of the Teachers' Association. But 
as regards the colleges it is almost im
possible to imagine a case where any 
of the profesors would con1e under tl1e 
pension scheme. They have to teach 
for thirty years and we have never 
11ad a professor in St. J ol1n's. 
vvho has taught for thirty years. ':Vhen 
you take an $1800 salary you are en
deavouring to conceive a position! 
not likely to occt1r, almost impos
sible, very improbable and i11 all the 
experience of fifty years c:t case l1as 
never occurred in which a professor 
in St. John's has ever come under the 
scheme ai1d if statistics are worth 
a11ything that is a complete ans\ver to 
the contention. And it 'vill be . fot1nd 
by an examination of the schools, by 
examination of tl1e a111ounts paid ac
cording to the period of teaching, and 
exa1nination of the pension ito be i)aid, 
that the two-thirds pension seheme 
\Vorl{S out as equitable, as just and as 
fair as it is possible to work it out. 
There has been no change whatever 
in relation to tl1e 1892 schedules ancl 
under this act there is a fund created 

· althoug-11 the Leader of tl1e Opposition 
has made a n1ost unsuccessful effort to 
show that there is not. Now what 
are the facts. The teachers come in 
and say, "Here is $60,000,"-or to be 
absolt1tely correct, $61,000.-when it 
comes into effect 011 the first of July of 
a f11nd to be paid into the reve11ue of 
the Colons". It does not follow that 
it is not going to be a fund. Is it any 
less a fund becal1se it is paid into the 
revenue of the Colony? What they 
say is \Ve hand over ilo you that fund 
·and if you continue tl1e same contri-
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butio11 as you now make the interest 
will supply all the pensions that will 
be required for 14 years. Fo11rteen 
years 'vill pass- before '\ve· \viii be call
ed upon for an)rtl1ing beyond \Vl1at we 
are at present voting and the $60,000 
will still be intact. And then, if -vve 
like we may pay out of tl1e principal, 
wl1ich a.d·d:ing . tl1e· $2,000 we are an11u
ally voting, will have a9c.umulated in . 

. . 

14 years to $100,000. And if Jrou fig-
ure it out you will see that tl1is accu
mulated fund of $100,000 ~rill be all 
that is necessary for pensio.ns up to 

. . 
1950 because it must be borne in 
mind that every year a· certain num
ber of pe11sions will be dropping out. 

The Rt. Hon. the Leader of: the . Op
position pointed out that_ these re
solutions do not em.body \vhat vvas 
asked for by the Executive of the 
Teachers' Association. \lV ... ell, as a 
maitter of fact it was not. considered 
by tl1e _Asociation at all .because be
fore the time arrived to consider tl1e .. 
retition the. amendn1ents hc:td con1e i11 
fron1 the Executive. Tl1ese can1e in 
i1ot as a result of the refusal upon the 
part of the Government beca11se l)e
fcre ever the petition came fron1 tl1e 
teacherB and the a111endments upon 
tl1e petition by tl1e Executive could be 
attended to another l)etition came into 
the Government. As far as I under
st.and the teachers in session had not 

. . 
suffici~nt time to consider the matter 
and left tr.: question to the Executive 

. . 

who drew up tl1e present _ proposals 
.. . 

with certain modifications. If it is de-
sired to find exactly wl1at fund -~hould 
be in existence in 1925 we have to cal
culate first what fund the $61,000 will . 
tring in, because we must remember 
that that $61,000 will be a~n earning· 
fund. we are hot .going to be called 
upon to . pay t.he pension e11tirely out 
of that' fll_Ild .buf out'. of the interest 
payable 011 ... the · _fu_nd. by rthe · Govern·-

. . . . 
i11ent. Nov1 .. in the first :y"ear we will 

. - . 

be called upo11 t6 · 1)ay $3,000 and we 
\Vill have ·S7 ;000 \Vitl1 w11icl1 to pay it. 

Consequently we · sliall have $4~000 

over and above whal "\-\re l1ave to · pay)· 
which \Ve can put out ·at · · interest 
again. Next year \.Ve shall ha 'lf e to 
pay $3,000 more, that is an additional 
$3,000. In 1913 we sl1all havo to l)ay 
$7,000 ahd '\Ve s11all have 1-1,000 to lJay , 
it with. In the 3rd year "Te sliall 11a ve 

\.· . . . 

to pay $10,000 and we shall ha;\re $21,- :_ ,,_~, 
. . . 

000 rto pay it 'vith, in tl1e fourth year 
$15;000 and $28,000' to pay it with, be
cause tl1e income . is $7,000 a year and 
so if vve follo-vv ot1t this scheme in the 
scl1edule it Vvill not be until 1925 that , 

- . . 

tl1e inco1ne will no't pay tl1e pensions · 
and tl1en we can· fall ·back on the 
principal. But we 11ave not. ilone" that 
princi1.al but also this 'fund of $2,000 . 

• v. 
·' 

a year accurnt1lating, so that in: aJf'· 
these ye·ars -vve 11a ve three sources to 
mest our liability in 1925. : Firs'.t the ,.. ., · 
profits over and above the paym:ent·s, ··· : 

.. 
out of the fund. Second the contribu-
tio11s from the teachers and third the 
.accu1nulation .of .. tl1e a~1n11al $2,000. 

. . 

vote. And in addi tion to this we .have 
to remember t11at Tv-,l o 11a\re not allow- .. 
ed any"thing for tl1e drqpping ot1t of 
certain pension~ o\·ving to deatl1. These 
calculations are based llP ~n figures . . 

without . allo\ving for the .de-a.th of_ any 
Qf tl1e p,rese11t pensioners . and if tl1ey 
live up . to that time son1e of them -vvill 
be over 90 years of age. 

; 

No·\v let tis look at it i11 anotl1er 
this House ' .. , .. . ,~ .. ligl1t. . In 1931 what will . ' . . ' .. . 

be called upon to vote i11 nensions ? .. . rt. . -. ~~ ... · 
• • • • .I:... ' ~ . • • / • 

~~ill be callecl upo~l: .to v te $1_8,00.0, - .. :·:r· · 
tl1at is vvitl1ot1t any ded11ct ion. for. co:ii- - : ·.; . 
tribution~·, ·ev~n if no income were 
to come . in and no 011e \Vere to die. 
According to tl1is list .. and according to 
tl1e nun1ber of teachers noV\r on the 
rolls a 11d those \vho vv-ill be added in 
1931, tl1e total a·mount '\Vill be $18,000- ,._ 
in other words an increased cost of· .,:. · ; · · 
Jess than $1;0,00 a year. Frdm no:vv· · 
011 tl1e whole-' increase up to 1931' will 
~ . 

·not average ·$1;000 a year because ·by 
tl1at tin1e it \Vill:··11a·ve ·been in opeta~ 
tion 20 years · a11d \Ve will : only 11a ve 
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to vote $18,000. As a matter of fact I 
believe that if tl1is '"~ere worked out 
by actuaries we would find that the 
Colony will be able to pay a pension 
of % rthe salary to all teachers in the 
Island . for fifty years and not be call
ed upon to pay one cent n1ore than 
they are paying to-day. ...i\.nd tl1is is 
the scheme that the Rt. Hon. tl1e 
Leader of the Opposition called in
equitable, unjust and preposterous. It 
is what the teachers asked for as 
modified by the Executive of the 
Teacl1ers' Association and is practic
ally what has been in force for . the 
past 20 years, with son1e improvement 
and will practically . place the teach
ers on the same basis as every other 
civil servant with the exception that 
they are called upon to pay a small 
annual contribution, which 1this Legis
latu·re stops :from their salary, so that 
they can retire at the age of sixty :.1,nd 
in some cases at the age of 55. 

Now, l\1r. Chairman, that ought t~ 

be satisfactory to this Hous.e and sat
isfactory to the hon. members on tlte 
other side of the House and especial
ly to the Rt. Hon. :the I"eader of the 
Opposition, because I should be sor
ry to feel and believe but that tha Rt. 
Hon. gentleman is endeavoring to -un~ 
derstand and apprecl.ate tthe spirit in 
which tQ.ese resolutions are introducecl 
by the Government. We have prac · 
tically made no change in what . the 
Executive of the Teachers' Assocla· 
tion has asked for. I tabled their peti
tion and that of the teachers as nlodi
!ied by the Executive. One has only 
to look at the prayer of those petitio11s 
to see that what they ask for 11as bet:!1 
borne out to tl1e letter. 

MR. CLI FT.-l\ir. Chairn1an, I as
sume that these resolutions like all re-

. solutions tabled by the Governn1ent. 
are more than likely to be passed b~ 
this committee without -any ame11d
ment regardless of anything that m_ay 
be said on this side of tl1e House. 

l 
• 

RT. HON PRIME MINISTER.-Is 
that your experience? 

MR. CLI FT.-That is n1Y experieric~ 
and I have been here a long tin1e. I'er
haps it is a good principle, perli.aps 
it is the rigl1t thing to do, but it js 
also right for those who sit on ~hi.a 

side of the House to _criticise and lJOint 
out any error that n1ay be appare-11t 
to them in the matter before the chair. 
Now, sir, I am not attacking the r>rir1-
ciple upon 'vhicl1 these resolutions are 
basecl. Upon that I do not propose to 
express any opinion but I am going 
to say this that I regard tl1ese resolu-
ions to be, as already said, "filled witJ1 

irregularities." The Rt. - I-Ion. the 
Leader of the 01)position pointed ot1t 
that tl1e whole scheme which 1ve are 
now about to abolish 'vas more in the 
nature of an annuity. · Tl1e teachers 
could co1ne in at any time and contri
bute a certain annual l)remium based 
upon rtheir then age and at the end of 
a fixed time tl1ey \vould receive an 
annuity of $100 or in the case of · 
females $80. That was a scheme, as 
pointed out by the Premier, worked 
by an ·actuaTy and aclvoca.ted by 11im
whether that scheme is general or 
whether only one or 1two are receiv
ing tl1e benefit of it I do not know. 
But if they are not receiving benefit 

-under tl1at ·scl1eme it is because they 
eitl1er 11ave not been contributing .suf
ficiently long or perl1aps the contri
butors have passed away. At all events 

· they · are · entitled to the payment of 
this st11n at_ the end of a certain period 
on the payment of the prescribed pre
miums. No\v what is propo·sed u11der· 
tl1is new schen1e? It is proposed to . 
ask the teachers to contribute at ;tl1e 
same _ rate ·and instead of i1aying an 
annuity of $100 you vvill pay a, pension 
of % tl1eir average salary. So that 
the ma_n '\vho . pays his premium. for 30 

years -and at tl1e end of tl1at time, his 
average salary for the past te11 years 

l . 

being say $120Q, he 'vill get a pension 
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of $800, wl1ereas another man goes in 
at tl1e same age receivs a lesser sal· 
ary, say, one-l1alf tl1at amount, al· 
though contributing tl1e san1e amount 
of premiun1s 'vill still only receive 
one-l1alf the pensio11 of t11e other man. 
'fl1at, sir, is inequality surely. That 
position has not been refuted by tl1e 
hon. introii 11 ncr of tl1ese Resolutions. 
I "\Vant to point out also tl1at tl1ere is 
nothing in these Resolutions to com· 
pel a man to contribute for any period 
or number of years. Tl1ey do not say 
that he shall contribute an annual 
premium for 30 years. They say that 
before he is entitled to the pension 
he shall have 30· years of service, but it 
says nothing about rquiring him ito 
contribute 30 years premiums. 

RT. HON THE PRIME MINISTER. 
--But it is deducted from his .salary. 

MR. CLI FT.-The first section says 
that every teacher who has received 
the augmentation shall contribute a 
certain amount to this fund. The 
second section says that any teacher 
may avail of the advantages of this 
fund. The first section is compulsory, 
the second is not; so that a teacher 
may come in in the 29th year a11d pay 
a premium at his then age for one 
year and he "\Vill con1plete his 30 yea.rs 
of service and tl1en be entitled to his 
pension. 

The Rt. Hon. Prime ~,,1i11ister says 
that this scheme is practically the 
same as the one that 've have had in 
force for the last 20 years. I say it 
is not so. It is very different. The 
one in force the last 20 years was a. 
n1utual scheme by 'vhich the Colony 
contributed a certain amount and the 
teacl1ers a ce1·tai11 amount, and under 
which a fixed annuity was purchase.d 
It "~as improper!)" called a pension 
scl1eme; it 'vas more in the nature of 
an annuity. It \Vas a scheme by "'hich 
a teacher was entitled to purcl1ase an 
annuity. It 'vas a scheme ,,·hich ere· 
ated a fund '\Vhich no,,· has amounted 

to about $60,000. That !und virtually 
belonged to those \Vho had been con
tributing to it. It 'vas a teachers' 
fund. It was tl1e fund to which they 
had to look for t11eir annuity. No'.\' 
tl1at fund is to be abolished and \.\· e 
are told that it is to be placed in the 
general revenue of the Colony. .c\t'ld 
then the Rt. I-Ion. Prime ~'.Iinister .tells 
us that though the fund goes into the 
teneral revenues of the Colony it 
remains intact and 'vill be there at 
the end of a given number or yea.rs. 
\Vell, Mr. Chairman, I have i1e\'e;· 

known any funds to go into the gen
eral revenues of the Colony and to 
remain intact. If it goes into the gen· 
.era.I revenues I say that that there is 
no fund. It ceases to be a fund, and 
the teachers under tl1ese Resolutions 
will be dependent annually upon the 
vote of this House for their interest 
upon that fund. And this House ~:ill 
have to vote, not, as the Premier has 
stated, the same amount as we hither· 
to have voted, but we will be called 
upon to vote a sum of 6 % i,nterest· up· 
on that amount whereas hitherto we 
have only paid 3%. Three per cent. 
is now paid by the Savings Bank and 
the Governme11t. The ,fund, I repeat, 
ceases to be a fund the moment it 
goes into the revenue. J..i\nd the contri
bution wl1ich is no'v derivable from 
that fund 'vill have to come before 
tl1is House and be voted annually. 
The Premier also stated that the fund 
was so intact tl1at it would continue 
to be an earning power. I submit that 
it ceases to be an earning po,ver _as 
soon as it goes into' revenue. It must 
of necessity be so. If it were placed 
in trust, or if debentures were pur· 
cl1ased with it, then it 'vould be an 
earning po,ver. It ""ould earn 4 per 
cent. Bt1t if it goes into the general 
re,renue then it ceases to be a fund, 
and therefore ceases to have any 
earning power. 

Now, sir, there is another section., 
-the section in 'vhich the proportion of 
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the pension to the salary is comput
ed, \·vhich may also be open rto ques
tion. It says, "Each teacher \.Vho shall 
have reached the age of 60 years and 
'vl10 shall have completed· 30 years of 
service as a teacher shall be entitled 
' . 
to r eceive during the remainder of 
't11e life of such teacher a pensi.on 
equal to t\vo-thircls of rthe 'average an
nt1al salary." vVell, soipe question 
may arise under that. A teacher may 
have an addition to his salary, he ma)r 
be provided 'vith a house, or fuel or 
light or some otl1er thing which is 
really a part of his sa"rary. Wouid 
these things be taken into considera
tion in computing his salary? 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
They · would not. His actual cash 
sa~ary. 

..• 

MR. CLI FT.-It .might be contended 
otherwise. The teacher may . be giv
en a . stated salary and in addition to 
that he may l1ave a house. But now 
'\Ve ha 1·l.e it from tl1e Minister . of 
Justice that it is not the intention of 
these Resolutions to fix a pension up-

. on any other · basis than tl1at of actual 
' 

cash salary . . Then in subse.ction 6 we 
find, "Any teacher who ·shall become 
d_i~abled after 15 years_ of service and 
who shall have obtained a certificate 

. . 
of such disability or incapacity signed 
by a medical practitioner, the Chair
man o_f the p~oper Board· of Educa
tion, and the proper Superintendent of 

. Education, shall be entitled . to receive 
. during .the remainder of the · Iir'e ~f 
· 'f?UCh teacher a p~n?ion . equal to -.one~ 
half of ~he · pension provid~d · by sub-
se~tion 4 and so on. in the sam~ pro
portion during succeedi11g years." Novv 

. the poi11t I v: ant to n1ake is this. vVhy 
is there fixed . a . period of ~P· :rears? 

,."After 15 years of s.ervice." · No'v st1.u-

posing t4e case of a teacher be"<:~o~-. . . . .. . . . . ..... 

ing i11ca.pa ble of \vorJ~ at his 28tq. .yqP.,r, 

_a.f~er_ contributing 28 )-ears to ·· th.is 
.. , · f~nd. Then he has got to :step·; o'ut of 
. ttli il~e ··benefi.ts .of . thi~ f~~i1~i ah cf ... ~be 

J. 
• 

,. 

content with a pension of one-l1alf 
salary? 

H 0 N. M I N IS TE R 0 F J UST ICE._,;;.. 
No, he will get twenty-eight thirtieths 
of it. 

MR. CLI FT.-1 am stating it as it 
appears 1to. me now. It says, "a pen
sion equal to one-half of the pension 
provided by sub-section 4. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
Yes, go on. It goes on to say ''and 
so on in the same proportion during 
succeeding years." 

MR. CLIFT.-Well, that might be 
made a little clearer. Very n1uch 
clearer. Then in the next section it 
says that in the case of the death of 
any contributor to the fund · before ~ he 

.shall have entered upon his ~ Pension, 

the whole sum to be contributed shall 
be returne·d to 11is le:gal :r;ep·re·sentative.s 
with compound interest at 3 per ce·nt. 
provided he has not forfeited his in
te'l·est. Under rt:he old scheme it will 
be found that they were entitled to 
have it returned with 6% compound 
interest. Perhaps ther~ is some good 
reason for the change, but the teacher 
~ho has been contributing . to tl1at 
fund, (or rather his wido\.v) for 29 
years will not think that there is 

_good reason for the change. The legal 
. . . 

representatives under ithis scl1eme will 
only get it baclr \.Vi th 3 o/o interest, 
wl1ereas· under the old ·scheme they 

· got it bacl\: with 6% compound inter
est . . 

Section 8 says: "Any contributor to 
this fund who shall cease to follow the 
occupation of a teacher after five full 
years service as such and payme11t of 

' five annual premiums, shall be per
mitted to '\Vithdra W from tl1e fund all 
his contributions v.rith compound in
terest at 3 per cent." Now aupposing 
he contributed for 30 years, \.Vhat 

-·,vot1ld happen? Would be be entitled to 
, __ the · sa111 e ·-thing? 

. . . 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-
.· . . 

· Yes. 
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·· ·M:R. C·Cf FT.-\i\ll1y: should 11e not be 
a"ilo\ved · .to cdritiriu~ .. as under tl1e old 
act,. ·to contribute the an1ount neces-
· §itry to obtain his annuity? 
. . . . 
·· .. HON. M·.fNISTER ·. OF JUST·ICE.-

tf he ·~·ish8s to. 'vitl1d·ravv 11e "Can talce 
• • • • f • 

out all he paid: J.n' \Vi th 3 %~ compound ...... 
... I •' • .. . . . ~ 

.1n terest. ' · 
'; .. ;1 . . . 

··· ~.~·R. CL I FT .-The next section pro-
,.,··-~· ~···.... --. 
Vides. tl1at· tl1e augmentation grant 

: sl~~ll .. be paid quar.terly. In con11ection 
~~·it~1 th.at I . would . St1ggest . that. any 
contributon tl1at ·ti1ese . augm:ent· 
ed teachers · ha v.e to ·n1ake ·to the fund 
·J34oui.d ~b.e ·· paid by· them q.uarterly in-. .. . , ' . . . ... .. 

•• t • t ~·' • 

stead of only in· July. Perha1)s.· the 
. •• • ; ' ., .. ! ·: . 

~~~tter~y ~ug·mentation 011 the 1st July 
ill:aY. 'be just · s:11fficient to pay tl1e 

. ~ . ' 

amount,' but it may be more conveni-. . 
ent· to d'ivlde tl1·at into qu:arterly in-
stalments · instead of annual ~ .. instal·· . .. 

ments. y· do not understand \Vl1at is 
the meaning· of sub-section ·3: of th~ 
fl~st Resoiution, vvhere· it says, "For . . ... 
the purpose of fixing the annual s-ci!-. . . . . . . 
ary' 0·:r a teacher' . vv·ho b'y ·reason of be-.. 

·_fn~ a :member Of a rellgib:llS order does 
hot receive a salary, the average an-. . . . . . . 

i~;lial ·salary during the pa.st ten years 
. oi ··.a· . te~cher in a 'similar position . in 
otqer. co.lieges: or s.chools sliall . be de-

~ . . . . . . . . . .. . 

· te.rminecl by any three of the Super-
·· i~terid..e-nts of. Education.' A certificttte . ; . . . . . . \. ' . . . . und~r the 11ands of such Sl'~perirttend-
. ,..~:.r: ~ .... : . ..... . 
... 9rits shall be conclusiv·e of tlie annual 
·:·;hiari :·cf such first. ;named ·teacher." 

- . . . . . 

I do ·not l{no\v ex·act:fy . \vhat tl1at . . 
mea11s: It \vas riot. ·explain·ed by . the -. . . 

-11qn. intr-0ducer. · Ho\v . far reaching 
.. m~y 1t be? It -seems to· me · very tar 
reaching. It 'should ha\re· .. some ·ex-. . 

. plariation and some lin1itati6n. Any . . . ··- .•, ,.. .. . - . 
memlfer Of a ·religiOllS order ·vvould in-.• . . . . · .. . ~ . . . . ·. 
cl 1:1ae · ~ clergyman or· some such per-

· .. so~ who n1a:y :tie: teachi11g, and perl1aps · 
···it in.tended t6 ·inc11~d8 anyo11e ,,,lio may ... ' - . . ·. . ,, . 

·come in tinder tl11s ·schome a±ltl get ·the . . . . . .. . . . . ~ . . . 
.. b~nefitj ·of ~l1fs f·tind thotig;l1 l'le n1ay 
' -: .. . . 

:·: ' bt~ teacl1int':fo'r. 30 ');ears' =ti:hd . not ·aur-

grants, or \vho may not during the 
whole of tl1at period 11ave been contri-

. . 

b:uting to this pe11siori fund. I would 
like some explanation of that. I 11ave 
no doubt that 11on. members on tl1e 
other side of tl1e House vvill afford the 
information that I aslced for. I par~ 

ticularly \Vant to l{nO\V if the hon. 
introducer and the lVIinister of Justice 
are satisfied with the liabil~ty of ·a 
teacher . in order to obtain the benefits 
of tl1is fund to contrib.utc for a period 
of 30 yea:rs. 

, 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-
Mr. Chairman, I will endeavour to 
ans\ver the questions put by the hon. 

" member as concisely and directly a11d 
clearly as possib.le . 
. ~l1e la,st question he asked n1ay be 
taken in connection \vitl1 the first sub
ject he referred to, and that \Vas the 
schedule. He says, must a teacher · 
serve 30 years and also pay premiums 
for 30 years in order to be qualified? 
The answer is yes. There must be 30 

. . 

years service and payment of 30 
years' premiums. If he \Vill look at 
Schedule J. 11e \Vill see. He \Vill find 
that that scheme . is calculated prac
tically upon an ann11ity basis. 1\.. 

te.acher cqming in at 20 yearG of age 
wi.11 pay . $5.54 a year. Coming in at 
30 he wi~l pay $10.84; at 40 $23.31 ;. at 
50, . $64.92; and these pren1iuins are 
calGulated upo.:r:i the \Yell knovvn tables 
of mortality and expectation of life at 
these ages. Talre a teacher coming 

' - . . 

in at 20 years of age and making 40 . . ·. . . 

payments of $5.54 up to the age of . . 

60, and the teacher coming in at 40 . . 

year~ of age and making 20 payments 
of. .$.27. 31; eapl1 would be paying ex
a.ctly _.the same amount upon his ex
pectation of life at tl1at age,according 

. . . 
... to. ~he. tables of mortality. My learri-. - . . ' ' 

.ed .. friend asked, vvhy did \Ve com-
n1ence .the pensions at 15 years ser
vice? He vvill _ a.ppreciate the difficulty 
vve often find in connection \Vith all 

• ~ ,- ' ' I 

~. i·1~g~:t11e ·v\:11ole ... of that period recEti.ving . ci.:v.il. ,pensions. . vVe . ha V8 no regular 
· a~y .. fi:· ir?J~ ll~ : .~r.~f11 .. : .... tt1~ : .. eqt~c~ti~Ilal pension rules, and 'vc often find a 

I 

• 



civil ser,·ant at the end of say 5 or 8 
or 10 years becomes absolutely dis
at:ed, bevond all possible usefulness. 
The Go1.rernr:ient are faced with the 
position that 1this person has to be pen
sioned, and according to the rules we 
give him a % pension. So that when 
vve came to make out the pension 
scheme we thought it only fair that 
there should be a definite rtJle and 

I 

that a teacher should not be entitled to 
any pension until he - had oomplete.d 
fifteen year.s of service and 
.fifteen payments or premium.· 
And after that he can withdraw his 
vvhole contribution, with compo·und 
interest at 3 per cent., if he so de· 
sired. At the end of fifteen years he 
gets .orie-half, or fifteen-thirtieths of 
what he would get at the end of thir
ty. That is, supposing his salary ·is 
$300.00. At 30 years he would get two
thirds,-$200.00-at 15 years, he would 
get half of that-$100.00-and so on 
i11 a sliding scale ;-at 15 years, fif
teen-th'irtieths; at 16 years, sixteen
thirtieths; and so on until he has 
served 29 years, 'vhen he would get 
t'ventynine-thirtieths. If he served 
the 'vhole tl1irty years, then he would 
get the full t'vo-thirds pension. Then 
my lear11ed friends asks: If a teach
er dies before he is enititled to · his 
pension, why are his legal representa .. 
tives not paid the amount contributed 
by him, with interest at 6%, as form
erly? Simply this, that we thought if 
the Government acted as banker for 
the teacher and paid him his money 
back )Vith 3 % compound interest·, that 
thait was as much as could reasonab! \' 
be expected and was more in acco:rd· 
ance with a pension scheme. The olcJ 
pension scheme put in the 6 % , no 
doubt, for the purpose of encouragir1g 
the teachers to remain in the profes· 

-~ion. That was the great objecit o~· the 
old pension scheme and that is the 
main object or · the present scb~me; - to 
put son1etl1i11g in front of the :t.eac'1er 
that will encourai?e him to r~n · · "" '".'.lt\lf! lU 

! 

' 

the profession until th.e time · co1n'e~ 
for hitn to be pensioned. Then !'r.Y 

' learnea friend asked whether a te.~11· 
. I 

er caii withdraw -his· deposit of , pre, 
miums· at any time? · Yes. _· under 
these · .resolutions . he can -witb<ira:w at 
any titne _up to the time that he. enter« 
upon his. pension; and c.ail take · out 
what he has paid in with con~po\ind hl
teres~ at 3%. We have a ver~ harlo'v~ · 
ing illustration of that in· the case of a 
teach~r here in St. John's . at the , pre• 
sent time who has come near· the , time 

• 

when. -he can claini his · pension ·· and 
who tii. now in-·stich bad healtl1 that· it 
is qulle probable ·that he wtll die be
fore lie will qualify for the !)ensio11; 

' _, 

and h~ has got to make up liis mind 
now, ~ 111 his own interests ai1d tl\.Ose . " . ' 

of his family, whether he will ·take ou-t 
" the afuount that he has , paid . ·in · ·or 

whetli~r he will take the · risk of Ii vine 
for a : -~ufficient time to get ·more· thatt 
that Amount of pension. ·- That -is cne 
of t~~ accidents ·that. will happen:· ·in 
connection with a scheme of this kind. 
Then ruy learned friend · suggests that 
the p.remiunis should be paid quatterlt. 

· Well, 1I think if he will ask the Super
intendents of Education and the clerks 

.Ji ' • 

who ijave to handle that work he w1ll 
find t~at it would entail a ·tremendous 
amoutlt of work, and work really · that 
therd·'is no object in at- all. The am· 
ounts paid ih range from $4 ·to :$8, and 
to di'Vide that into quarterly payments 
would mean a great amount (l)f extra 
cleric~l work. There are hundreds· ·of 
teac~~rs· who · receive augmen.f.a.tion 
from !~the ·funds, arid each time · that 
that Augmentation is payable» the Sup .. 
erint~ndents have to make out a list 

-'· 

giving the name and grade of each and 
the Ciontribution that is payable ·to 
each~<} The Superintendents co~plain 

\ 

enough about that at present, ·and it 
-woullt really mean a tremendous am· 

' . 
ount .,of trouble to have to do that· four r 
timet a year. · At· ·any rate, · bOth · the 

,9 

Supel;intendents· and the ·teach.er1' are 

.· perfeetly- satisf·ied that · ~h• ·proper: .. Pflt-
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cedure- ;;is.: .. to .. ~llect. once a year. 

MA. CL:IFT.-Well, if they are, I am. 

HON.· MIN1STER OF JUSTICE.
The only-.other· point is the question 
under subsection 3, ·as to . the fixing of 
the. . annual -salaries of teachers of re-. ' ' ' ' 

ligiou.s ;0rdere. . If . my learned friend 
will · look :at itlle old pension scheme, 
under . t}le Education Act ·of 1903, he 
will see that under section 72 the pro
visions of section 68 (that is, the pen
sion. section) shall not apply ito teach
ers . who are members of 1,1.ny religi
ous ~rder unless ·they so ~esire. ·That · 
laJn the cases of teachers or. ·religious 
orders the pension .scheme would not 
apply and the Government would not 
deduct a premium from their aug
mentation allowance unless any par
ticular teacher came and aaid: I de· 

' 

sire . to join this scheme and to 'become 
a contributor to it. Now, there are 
some teachers belonging to religious 
orders~you can t~ke the teachers of 
the Salvation Army . or the Christian 
Brothers as · an illustration-that 
don.~ get a regular salary from the de· 
nominati9n to which they belong. 
T.hey · d~vote their·· whole lives to· 
teaching and for that they get their 
bdard, lodging, ,clothing and expenses, 
but· no regular salary. Under these 
reso·l utions any teacher of that kind 
who choses to do so can come in and 

·say: I wish to become a ·member of 
the. peneion- fund. .. And if he puts in 
thirty years of service, the same as 
other teachers, and pays the pre
miums, he is entitled to tl1e pension. 
Then comes the question of fixing his 
pension, and the method is formulated 
there in sub~section 3. The amount of 
the ~ .. pension shall be determined by 
the . ~ve.rage annual salary of a teach
er ot rt~e same grade in a similar posi
tion · in some other school or college, 

' 
~o · ·b.e determined upon the certificate 

• 

ot·. any three · ot the Superinteµdents of 
... ~. ~ 

Education. That; 've thou.ght, was a .. 

s~tiefactory and fair way of ascertain-

Ing .what would be the average salary 
of a teacher in sucl1 a position. These, 
I tl1ink, ans,ver ~11 i.l1e observations of 

' 

my learned friend. 

MR. CL I FT .-In reference to rthe 
point I raised about the fund. I would 
like to know what you had to say in 
reply to that. And in reference to the 
observations of the hon. gentleman 
a bout the person living UP to pretty 

' 

near the time 'vhen he would be en-
titled to the pension and becoming 
seriously ill, I think ithat in a case like 
that a person ought be obliged to 
withdraw, otherwise he may not live 
long enough to get the pension. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
Oh no, he knows the :s,ituation, an·d 
that, I say, is the harrowing part of 
it. It is one of the unfortunate situa· 
tions which only happen once in a 
thousand cases. In relation to the 
fund, that is the san1e difficulty which 
occurred to the mind of the hon. and 
learned member for St. John's East, 
and to some extent still seems rto be 
fixed in the mind of the Rt. Hon. . ' 

Leader of the Opposition. Now, I 
want to speak exactly about that. We 
don't say that that money goes in as 
part of the annual -.revenue. If you 
look at the section you will notice it 
states that the amount now standing 
to the credit of the pension fund un
der section 68 of the Education Act of 
1903 shall be put into the treasury for 
the use of the Colony, that is, it goes 
into the treasury and it is there dealt 
with. It is put to the credit of the 
Teachers' Fund account, and to the 
credit of the .same account will be plac
ed all the contributions and pre
miums; and when the time <,om es for 
the payment of any pensions, that will 
be charged upon the other side. The 
Government can put that amount in 
the Savings Band of the Bank of 
Montreal, or invest it i_n Government 
debentures ait 4%, or deal \Vith it in 
such other way as they think best. 



MR. CL I FT.-I thank the hon. mem-, 

ber for this e~planation, b11t ·it does 
i1ot at all satisfy · 1ne rthat it will re-
1nain in tact. 

1-i 0 N. rJJ I N I s TE R J us TI c E .-\iV e 
\Vill i1ot run a way with it. 

MR. CLI FT.-Now:,, I "don't .want to 
· insinuate that for one moment. I 

would be very sorry; Mr. Chairman, .ito 
. . ' 

tl1ink that the hon. n1ember or any of 
11is colleagues vv-ould run away \.vith it. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-No, 
no. 

MR. CLI FT.-I don't believe that 
.. . .. .. 

tl1e Premier would allow them. . He 
'vould probably want to run away with 
it 11imself. But I claim that that re
solution distinctly says that this 
money shall be placed into the treas
ury for the use of the Colony, and. that 
destroys it as a fund. If it is the in
tention, as the Hon .. Minister ·of Jus
tice Eays, to let it remain intact as a 
fund, tl1en this resolution -should cer· 
tainly say so. It should say: Be put 
into ·the treasury and there to remain 
a fund. Then I could understand it. 
But \Vl1en it goes into the treasury for 
the use ·of the Colony it has no other 
meaning than that which I have : at
tacl1ed to it. However, I don't ·propose 
to make any further comment on · it. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE·.
I would a sk to add as sub-section ·14 
tl1e follo\vi11g: 

"The provisions of sub-section 1 shall 
not apply to teacl1ers wl10 aI·e mem
bers of any religious order unless 
they so desire." 

Sub-section 1 is the section which 
authorizes the ·aovernment to deduct 
from rtl1e augmentation allowance of 
any teacher the premium required, 
an'tl urless this provision were added 
here i.."'J.e Governrr. 0nt might be deduct
ing pren1iums from teachers who are 
membe.rs of a religious order and who 
migl1 t not desire to become connect
ecl \Vith the fund, and this provision 
,~rill avoid that. In other words, it will 
put tl1is class of teacher in the same 

' • 

positio.n. -in· w 11ich· .l1e .. w.~l:s~~u~der~ the.Old.· 
p~:p.sion la \Y .. : ·· . · '.·:" :~/:/ --· · ·· 

RT. HON PRIME MiNISTER.-I 
' . . 

,~1ot1id · lil<:e to add ~fter. s.ection .. 6 -.· ~ 
slig·ht ameri'dn1ent 'th:at ha-~ 'be.eri ~u~~ 
gested ·by the Teacher·s' Association· 
and to \Vl1ich I don't see· ariy obj:e6tiorr. 
.Li .. :teacl1er \vho · has rea·ched · the· age 
of -60· years but 11as ·o;nly served fiftee:n 
co·t1l<l get a pension,' but· it would ·be· 
on tho basis of fifteen years s·ervice. 
The object, of course, is to prevent·· a 
n1an .. from ·s'taying on who ought be' 
retired. · In other \vords, it gives him 
a l)ensio.n at the age· of . '60. althoµg~ he 
11as · ·only serv.ed fifteen years. ' I 
t l1inl\: it is a reasonable suggestion~ · 

l\ir. Spealrer resumed the chair. 
T11e Chairman from the Committee 

reportecl that they had considered · ·the 
m2i.tter to them referred; had pa·ssed 
the Resolutions with some amend-. 
men ts; and recommended that· a Bill .. · 
be introduced in accordance therewith. 

On motion this Report was · received 
and adopted. 

. . 

On motio11 the Bill entitled "An -~ct 
ft1rther to amend 'T.h·e Education _!\.ct, 
1903'/' \vas read a first time, and or
dered ·ta· be read a second time on' to
morrow. 

.. ' ' • t 

·Hon" Minister of -Justice gave no-
tice that he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introdli'ce a· Bill to provide for 

. . 
certain Retiring Allowances. 

It was moved and seconded that 
· wl1en · tl1e House· rises it ~ adjourn : ·un

til to-morro-vv, Friday, March 15th, at 
three of the clock in the afternoon. 

The ·: ·House then ·adjourned accord
ingly. · 

FRIDA y' March 15th. 
The House· met at three of the clock 

in the afternoon pursuant to· ·adjou·rn
nient. 

PETITIONS. · · · 
·" H 0 N. M I N IS TE R · ·:A Q.R ICU L :r U RE 

AN b .. ;. MIN E:S.-Mr ... :. Spe.a'k·er, .. : I~ a'.·sk 
• 
leave to present ·four ··petitions,. · one 
from King's Cove, and the others· fr·o.n1 
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different portions of the District .of 
Bonavista, in relation to a 
election in Nov.eml)cr, 1912. . ~. . 

general 
I \VOlild 

ask tliat these petitions be received 
and referred to the depar.tment to 
\"!;hich they relate. 

·HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 
-I beg leave to present a petition from 
Michael Hickey and others of lir. 
l\1ain in reference to a public \vharf 
at that place. The wharf was situated 
at the head of the harbor, but was 
carried away by the storm last fall. 
Petitioners ask that a ne"\v wharf be 
built. This matter shall have my best 
attention. 

HON. C.H. EMERSON.-! beg leave 
rto present petitions from the Post
mistress of Rencontre for an increase 
of salary and also one from the tele
graph operator in the district of For
tune Bay, in relation to same rriatter. 
I ask that they be received and refer
red to department to which they re
late. I also beg leave to present a 
petition from tl1e inhabitants of Gar
nisl1 on the st1bject of tl1e constructio11 
of an emergency hospital at Buri11. 
Petitioners are of opinion that the 
hospital \Vhich has been erected at 
Grand Bank, will not be of sufficient 
service to meet the requirements of 
Burin and Garnish, and they t11ink it 
\vould be better if it \Vere erected at 
Burin. I 'vould aslr that this petition 
be received and referred to the de
partment to Vlhich it relates. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MIN ES.-I ask leave to present 
petitions from Musgrave Town, Alex
ander Bay, Fair Islands, on the sub
ject of the prohibition of killing seals 
on Sunday. I would ask that these 
petitions be received and referred to 
the department rt:o which they relate. 

Pursuant to order and leave granted, 
and on motion of Hon. Minister of 
Justice, the Bill to provide for certain 
retiring allowances was introduced, 
read a first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time .on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to Order and on motion of 
Hon. Niinister of Finance ·and Cus
tims, tl1e I-louse reso'lved itself into 
(jon1mittee of tl1e \Vhole on ·Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left rthe Chair. 
. Mr. Parsons took the cl1air of Com

mittee. 
1\1."r. Spealrer resumed the chair. . . . . . .. 

The Chairman f:rom · the Committee 
reported that they had considered the . 
n1atter to them referred; had passed . . 

certain votes; and aslced lea·ve to sit 
again. 

On motion tl1Js Report w.as received 
and adopted; and it was ordered· that 
the Committee 11a.ve leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

Pt1rsuant to Order and on motic>n of 
Rt. Hon. ·-tn.e Prime 1\!Iinister the Bill 
entitled "An Act furtther to . a·mend 
'Tl1e Education Act, 1903' ," was read 
a second time and ordered to be refer
red to a committee of the \Vhole . . 
House on to-morrow. 

MR. CLAPP gave .Notice of Ques
tion. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
gave nortice that he \Vould on to-mor-- .. . 

ro\v aslr leave to introdu~e a Bill in 
relatio11 to the St. John's Municipal 
Council. 

; 

It was moved and seconded 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
Tuesday next, March ·1·9, at· rthre~ : ~f 

.. . . ~ 

the cloclr in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord~ 

ingly. 

TUESDAY, 1\1'.arch 19th, 1912. 

At fifteen minutes past thre·e of the 
clock in the afternoon of this, the 19th 
day of l\tiarch, the names of the mem
bers present being taken down by the 
Clerk, namely,-The Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary, The Hon. the Minister of 
Finance and Cusitoms, The Hon. the 
Minister of Agriculture and Mines and 
Me.ssrs. Moulton, Pars-ons,Downe·y and 
Mur,PhY, 

_, 
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~1r. Speaker declared the House ad
journed for 'vant of a quorum until 
to-morrow (Wednesday), the 20th day 
of March, at three of the clock in the 
afternoon. 

\VEDNESDA Y, March 20th. 
T'he H-0use met at th,ree of the clock 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Hon. the Colonial Secretary laid on 
the table of tl1e House Rett1rns of The 
Reid Newfoundland Company under 
schedule "E" and accident Retttrns 
required under Section 25 of the 1901 
C~ntract, up to June 30th., 1911. 

PETITIONS. 
MR. DOWNEY-On behalf of· tl1e 

member for Bu'rgeo and LaPoile I beg 
to present a ·p,etition from the inhabi
tants or Cape Ray and· vicinity asking 
tl1a.t a Railway Station be established 
at Cape Ray. The people experience . 
considerable inconveni~~ce, by having 
freight lying a'l·ound there in stormy 
weathe:r. Furthermo,re many people 
take the train there ;f.or dista.nt sta
tions; and oftentimes, have to wait 
there for five or· six hollir.s and: it 
would be a great conveni.enc·e it a 
station were established. Personally I 
know the locality and would endorse 
the facts set forth in the petition. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY
Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to present 
a~- :petition from Rev. J. ·G. Joyce, 
Elis·ha Button, J.P., and othe'r resi-
·dents ofi New Melbourne, Di:s· 
trict of T:rinity, praying that a 
sum of mQney be granted! to construct 

} 

a road to the new school now in 
I' 

course of erection at New Melbourne. 
The former sc,hool house, which had 
hecome· too small for the settle-ment, 
and was in a 'vorn out condition, has 
been abandoned, and an up-to·date 
building 'is. being erected in a more 
pleasant locality. The petitioners 
a.sk that provis1on be· made for a road 
to the building. I also ask leave to 

present a 
Pittman, and 

petition 
other 

from L,uke 
re,sidents of 

New Perlica.n on a similar 
,subject, namely, a grant for a 
1road to . the ne'v Superior School at 
New Perlican. Among the many wl10 
have signed this petition is the Rev. 
J.i1-ank . Smart, Rector of Hear,t' s Con
tent. Also a petition from Rev. G. 
S. Chamberlain, l\tlrs. Julia Anne Guy, 
and others·, of Catalina, asking· that a 
well, which is on the property of Mrs. 
Guy)' pe pu1"chased' for the 11se of' th~ 
public. Also a petition from James 
P. Lynch ond others, of Be·llevue, Col
liers' s Bay and Chance Cove, praying 
tl1at a Ferry service be established 
at Bellevue for the convenience of 
.school children, mail courier, and 
travellers generally. I desire to sup
port tl1e foregoing pet;itions, a.nd 
'vould ask that they be refer:red to the 
Department of Public Works. 

MR. SQUIRES-I rise to .support 
tl1e various petitions presented by my 
colleague. It is to be noted witl1 
plea.sure that the people of. New Mel· 
bourne and also of New Perlican have 
taken a.dvantage of tl1e special grants 
for · education and have construc.ted 
new schools as . a ·result of these 
gr an ts. I feel certain that further 
effort w'ill be made to as·s.ist educa
tion in these pla.ces by suitable allo· 

- I 

cations for tl1e new scl1ool roads. 
I beg to present a petition fron1 

Green's Ha1rbour, District of Trinity; 
upon certain matters p,e1rta.in1ing to 
the Seal Fishery and Mail Service·. 
.. .\lso .a petition from Sibley's Cove, 
Lead Cove, B,r.ownsdaJe, and vicinity 
on tl1e same subject. Also a petition 
·from the inl1abitants of Random Is
land on tl1e sa.me subject. Also sev· 
eral petitions .f1rom Hickman's Har
bour, Brita.nnia Cove, Burgoyne Cove, 
upon certain matters appertaining to 
tlle· Civil Service and Railway Exten
sion. Also a petition from the resi .. 
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dents of Hant's Ha,rbour calling at
tention to tl1e necessity for the ex
tension of a lighthouse on Grate's 
Cove Point. Tl1e petitioners state 
that the lig11t on Baccalieu is often 
inv1isible on account of fog and p.oint 
out that tl1e erect,ion of this light-
house would be· a great advantag·e to 
the residents of the soutl1 side of the 
District of1 Trinity and' also schooners 
from va;rious parts of the Island vis
! ting T·r'inity Bay. I would ask tl1at 
these seve·ral petitions be referred to 
the several departments to whic1h 
they relate . 

MR. CLIFT-I beg to present a pe
tition from the residents of Herrin,g 
N eek, ·district of Twillinga.te on the 
subject of Sunday Observa.nce. . I 
would ask that these petition be re.
ferred to tl1~ department of tl1e Co-· 
lonial Secretary. 

HON. MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND MINES. (Mr. Blan.dfor·d). 
-I beg· to present a petition from the 
inhabitants ofi Sweet Ba.y on the sub
ject of bra.nch roads. 

RT. HON. SIR ROBT. BOND-I 
would ask leave to present a petition 
from the inh.abitants. of· Lusl1's. Bigl1t, 
d1istrict of Twillingate, ask1ing for a 
·sufficient sum of money to erect a 
public wh.arf at tha.t place, to accom
moda.te the nlai'l, ·passengers and land
ing of freig'l1t at that important pnirt. 
There is no wharf in the place at -the 
present tdme at which the steamer 
ma.y call, and freight has to be landed 
in boats, wl1icl1 is exceedingly incon· 
venient and sometimes , impossible. 
The steamer often ha.s to· leave that 
port with freig·ht owing· to there being 
no whaTf. I ask that this petition be 

. referred to tl1e Department of Fisher
ies, and I hope that out o-fi th.e special 
monies voted to the di1strict of Twil
J,ingate tl1e prayer of the petition will 
be acceded· to. I also ask leave to 
>resent a petition from 1representa-

tives of. the Society of United Fisher
men at Herring Neck, on the s.ubject 
of a ·road. The petitioners ask f o·r a 
grant of money to construct a road 
leading around th,J· harbour and to
'vards the ne·w JJ']shermen's Hall, 
wl1icl1 has been e·ria~ted at that place. 
They state tl1at not only will this. 
road be of._ ~dvantage to the members 
of the S. lJ. F., but w'ill also be oti 
g·eneral utility. I trust that the Min· 
ister of Public \iVorks may be able to 
allocate, out of tl1e large sum of mo· 
ney wl1ich I hope will be ·d'evoted to 
tl1e interests of my district the sum 
of $100 for tl1is wor·k. 

( 

MR. SQUIRES-Through the CIJur
te·sy of the Speake.r of the House I 
have been asked to present a petition 
from the residents of Brigus and vic
inity dealing with certain rr1atters in 
connection with the Seal Fis,hery. I 
beg also to p·resent a petition from 
BT'ownsdale and · vicinity on the sub
ject of mail courier·s. Also a petition 

. -
from Hodge's Cove·, South West Arm, 
Random, calling attention to the f.act 
that la.st year there was an outbreak 
of typhoid fever in that neighbourhood 
due to the unsanitary condition of the 
wells. They now ask f:o·r a 1sum of m~ 
ney .fcrr the improvement of the water 
sup·ply in that locality. I have also a 
very numerously signed petition f·rom 
the residents of settlements between 
Trinity and Ireland's Eye, both in· 
elusive calling attention to the great 
benefits to be denived from opening up 
a waterway between Tvinity and 
Cuckholds Cove, a distance of about 
one h und'red and fifty yard·s . The ef. 
feet of d<?ing thiis will be to put these 
settlements in easy water communica· 
tion with one another. It would be of 
great advantage to fishermen and oth· 
ers frequenting these waters, and it 
woulcl ·shorten the distanc·e by quite 
a ~ew miles. 

MR. BENNETT-I beg _to present a 
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. 
petitio11 from Samuer Ruby, Ml. Joyce 

' . . 
Allan vVilliams, arid1 o·t11er.s o:: tl1e 
Goulds., St. Johri'·s West. T11ey ask 

. . 

that two br.idges be placed across the 
stream leadin.g from Cocl1·rane Po11d. 
Tl1e country in tl1a.t vicinity is very . 
largely use,d for cattle grazing, and 
g·reat difffculty and danger are ex-

pe;r~ienced in crossing these streams 
going to a11d from the grazing ·g·round. 
Petitio11ers asl{ for $120, or $60 for 
e~ch bridg·e. I 11ave much pleasure in 
supportin1g the petition and ask , tha.t 
it ·be ref erred to tl1e department of 
public 'vorl{S. I am sure my col-
leagues and myselt will be prepared 
to do all that is, ·poss1ible. 

MR. KENNEDY-I have much plea-
sµre in .supporting tl1e petition just 
presented by my colleague. 

; 

RT. HON. THE PRIM~ MINISTER. 
--:I desi~e to support tl1e prayer of 
tl1e petition . . I know the locality and 
I . think t~1e petition deserves tl1e con
sideration · of tl1e department of Pub
lic works. 

rv1 R. SQUIRES-I have also to pre-
sent . a petition from New Harbour, 
district of! Trinity with 1rererence to 
tl1e Seal Fishery, . the ma.ii service, 
and sundry other matt-er:s affecti.ng 
ihe inhab1tants of the South Side . of 
the District of Trinity. .It is similar 
to tl1e one I have already p1resented. I 
ask that it be refer'red to the De
partment of the Colonial .Secretary. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-Mr. 
Speaker, I beg leave to present a pe
tition f:rOIJ1 the people of Collier's and· 
Conception Ha:rbour, very , largely 
signed .. and especially it may be re
marked endorsed by Rev. Monsignor 
Veitch in relation to the ;salary of the 

. Postmistress. Her present salary is 
$24 per annum and the petitioners 
ask tl1at dt be doubled, that is in
crease·d to $48. She is a .wi'dow witl1 
five or six children, her ht1sband be·-

' • 

ing dead now nea·rly twelve 
Most of her time is taken up 

years . 
with 

tl1e work of the Office. A fiew years 
ago a money order office was opened 
in tl1e post office a.nd the work has 
in consequence greatly increased, ~·J 

st1ch an extent that her dutie.s in tl1e 
office take up nearly all her· time. I 

really sympatl1ize with heT·, and ask 
tne hon. members of tl1e House to 

' 

give tl1e petition their earnest support 
and have her salary increased to the 
a.mount asked fo 1:::-· . It is a very small 
amount to asl{ for·, and considering 
tl1e size of her .f.amily, I feel sure tl1e 
members of the opposition will a.gree 
tl1at tl1e petition deserves their con
sideration. I feel sure tha.t tl1e Rt. 
hon. tl1e leade1r of tl1e Opposition, who 
is always in sympatl1y· with the poor, 
the widow and tl1e o:phan, 'vill g·ive 
this petition his 11earty support and I 

l{now that tl1e -other members will 
not object to the increase. I feel sure 
my collea.gues will support the peti
tion and: I . hope this sn1all amount 
will be g·ranted. I asl{ that the peti
tion be !received and re:,erred to tl1e 
Department to wh,ich it relates. 

MR. MURPHY-Mr. Speaker, I have 
the g·reatest pleasure in giving my 
support -to tl1e Petit1ion just presented 
by my colleague. Although this lady 
h.as been in .charge of tl1e offl_ce 
for a number of years she has had no 
increase:: s, but on the other h:.1ncl tl1e 
work of the office ha.s materi ·-111 :· i:J-

~ 

creased by tl1e men of tl1e settlernen t 
finding new avenues to make a living 
a~"ray from ho1me at Bell Island and 
other industrial centres, and he~ 

'";erk ha.s in consequence increased. 
But the:re J.1as been no increase of 
salary. In addition to that a n1oney· 
orde'r office has been opened the·re. of 
late. I think· thiis request fo·r an ir1· 

crease of $24 is a very mild' one antl I 
hope that that small amount will be 
granted. 

• 
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.· -~on·:"'Mfritster'~·of 'J\istice g-av~ noti~e 
:tii.,.~t'·!:1e~would ·on· to-morrow ask leave 
td.;;.intr6duc·e the· following : Bills- . ·. - . 

... ·~·:Afi~~Act ·to amend ~·The Custorns 
< • ,... • . ;c.:.· • "' : . • • • • 
Act:· 1898 ~ " ... 

.... ; .~ .A~ii ·Act ·t<?J~ · amerid " tl1e Act· ·10 Ed-

. "~ttrd·> -\l1I; Cav~ 4 :·,, · · ·· · · 

, ··'An Act··to ·.am·erid .. the Act ·2 Edwai·d 
·11. · Cap. · 1·4, · entitled· "An Act · re

specting;. tl1e control arid -management 
'of tlie· Harbour of Grand Ban·k." · · 

·Mr." Clapp" gave :notice of Qtte~tion. 
. . 

"·ri t." '.Ho11. Sir R: Bond · ·g·ave ·: Notice 
cir·· Question. 

"J\1r. Gear gave notice of Question. 
Mr. Clift . gave Notice of Questinn . 

.. 

SUPP·LY RES.QLUTIONS. 
. . 

Tl1e · Cl1air1nan from tl1e Committee 
of the vVhol~ on Sttpply reported· cer·
t~i.n. R;esolutions, which w~re re'l.cl a 
ffrst time, · as · follows·:-

• 

Customs . ·. . . . . . . . . . .. 
qontingencies .. • • • • • 

$217 ,041. 00 
' 10,000 · ~ ·00 

A_g·riculture and Mines . . 36,200. 00 
. . . .:· ; 

.. "The said Resolutions being. read a 
. . 

second .time, it .was moved tl1at the 
•• ·~ ' I ! ' 

IIouse . concUT1 .with the c 'ommittee 
.1 . . ' 

. tl1erein, .and the Resolutions were 
. . . 
agreed to. 

Mr. Spe;aker informed tl1e Ht) use 
~ tl1at .. J1e had received a messag~ ~ft).ll1 

tl1e L.e;gislative Council acquainting 
= the House of Assembly tl1at tl1ey· 11ad 

. . . 

passed,-- the Bill sep.t . up entitled "An 
. Act ·· respecting: the .. Treatment . and 
: Ereventio:q. .. of Tuberculosis," 'vitl1 
: some. amendments,. in wl1icl1 tl1e·y re
, quested the conctJrrence· of tl1e House 
" of Assembly. 

· On ;·motion of: .. Rt. Hon. the Prime 
· Minister 

"\Vere read a first time a.nd o·r:dered ;.to 
~ be read/ . . a second time: on to-morrO'\V. 

:· · .. : · · · QUESTIONS. 

lighting . Harbo~r . Grace, Cai:bonear 
and Vi.cto·ria;· Village. Wl1at amo.u:µ~ .. . 
is paid for tl1e Telepl1one Se~yice : in 
Carbonea·r and from what grants the 
payments w·ere mad~ and . to · furnish 
a ; statement ·of the payments _tor the . . ; .. 

last three years. . : . 
. ·HON. · COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

1\ilr. Speaker in .-repJy I may sa.y tl1e 
statement is being prepared , and I 
11ope to table it to-morrow .. 

. MR. Ct.APP '. asked. the · .Min. of 
Marine ; and Wisl1eries wl1at · amount 
'vas expended upon the · breakw~ter -i-p. . 
t11e point of the beach in C::;i,rponear 
and to give. a detailed statemel).t ·as to 
"·J1on1 tl1e amounts were paid . 

. HON. COLONIAL SECRE.TARY~-

l\1r. Speake·r, I ma.y . say tl1at ,fiothin.g 
· '\¥as , e~xpended last year on the . break
water at Carbonear. 

MR. CLAPP asked the . Hon. Colonial 
.. 

s ·:-3Creta:ry what '\Vas tl1e .. cost.· Of the 
' 

extension of the Water · S~rvice in 
Carbon~ar and to give deta;iled ·· state
ment of. payments of .same. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-. . . ... -

In reply I beg. to. state that there was 
. no· extension of the water service. · 

. . . . 

RT. HON • . SIR R. BOND ·asked tl:ie 
H·on. Colonia.l ~ecretary '· to lay .upon 
tl1e table of th~ house a copy of all 
correspondence tl1at passed , between 
the Colonial Se9retary's Departm.en.t 
and tl1at ·Of the -Minister· of Justiee 
in relation to the claims of) tl1e . Reid 

• 

l'iewfounc;tland Gompany _against · the 
Qovernment of tl1is Colony since date 
19-00. 
. HON. COLONIAL SECRETA~V.;_ 

. . Mr. -Speak~r, tl1e , cor:res,pondep.ce 
i~ in tl1e Depa.rtment o.f Justice, - but 
it is being prepare_d · and I 11op.e · to 

. table· it to-morrow. · · · 
... ·- . 

,· -. .. . . . .-

... M·uN·ICIP i\l..1. COUNCIL1 BILL; 
MR. CLAPP .. asked . the Hdn. the ~ Pursuant ·to notice and leave grant-

: ed-lonial;..~ ·secreta1~y :··what ·-amount . the · ed Rt. Hon. tl1e1 P irime Minister int:·o
·GoVetnm·ent"·is paying the . Un1ted - ·duced ~" a ' Bill , in ··relati0n to : the » St. 
Towns·-.. Electric 'Qo . ~ .in each _ town:~fo-r . John~s ·Municipal .. Council; -_ whicl1 .was 
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on niotion tread a f<ir~t time.: -and order.. insuft.icient. · Sinc;e ·tlle ·- ~~~U·Jn .:. baa . .-. 
eel· to. be· read .a . seco~d .time ~n to~ been .opene.d to· the pµbll.e ~: it .-h~.-·b(ien .. 

· morrow . \ · found !-~~~ .. the pres~t .Yo~e. :is .. ~-. ~ot. 
SUPPLY. · ~nougb. to properly. ~t ~e .. bu!lding.;~'. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of ~ Repairs-$17200. Of this $2600 -goe•. · 
the Hon. Minister of· Finance · and . ·to . repat·rs. and- renovatiµg .· . 0f~ GOv.ern-: '· 
Cu~toms. the House. resolved itself in·. ment . House. · During . .the .absencer ot:.-:. 

, ' < I • • 

to Co111mittee .of th'e Whole on Supply. . His. Ex.celfency, G(lvernmen,:t. House·. 
l\tlr. Speaker left the· c .ha!:r. was .thoro_ughly ~renovat:ed from :top. t~ ·. 
M.r. Parsons\ took the ·Chair ot bottom. Carpets ;were · taken up, . 

Committee. painting done, bot w~ter · $pp.aratua · 
HON. Ml ·N. OF · FINANCE AND renewed and, wherever necea~ry the 

CUSTOMS~M,r. Chairmaµ, I t~ble to- building " 7 as reno:va.t'3d. or· that. S1'7 ,200. 
day th·e statement showing the sup- '2500 ,goes to the building or a Coach· .
plemental supply fo·r the- present f1s- . man's lodge ·at Governme~t . Ho11•e~ · 
cal year~ amountin.g altogether to $248 This is no.w ·nearly compl~ted ~ Jt waa 
6'43. 59; or in round fig~res $250,000. done by contract and the above 
B-ut to off$et this there·· W:ill be, I es· .a1pount includes paintilig, pla.ster.tng 

· timate a drop balance to the amount i11stallation of · ·sewer connectton an<l · 
or $50,000 .so · that the net increase 'vater co~nectjon with .the clty _ main. 
will be ~bout $200,000. Water and s~:Werag,e. connecU~n waa .. · 

RT. HON. ~IR -R. BOND.-May I ask also made. to the gardener's l~dge .. 
what that drop balance will be. Tl1:fs building is occupiie.d by the gar-

HON. MIN.· o ·F FINANCE AND dener .and his f~mtly, and np. to .the 
CUST,OMS-It will come from the present time it has. been suppUe.d with 
whole collective Cdvll Service vote of w.ater f:rom a well a1;1d it had no sew· · 
last Year ~ Under the head of Civil erage connections. · Garbage · was . ~n- · 

. . ' 

gove.rnmel}t there 1s · a vote of. $2000 sequently acc1:1mu.lated in_,· tl;le vicinity .· 
tor the :Premler's Office and the same and. the matter was the subject of .. 
for the Colonial Secretary's Office. special request by t!te Governor 3nd , : 
This is for tbe general purpose of the . the Superintend,ent of. · the Public 
departments an·d is in add,ftlon to Works. This ~~es~ta.tes an ·:outJay ot 
the o,rjginal vote. Under the bead · of $500. Government House furnishing . 
Public Works, 1is a vote for otTice con- $2800. The. explanation of .. this · is 

. ttngeneies $1400. This is. for an over-· the same as before • . During. the Gov-. . . 

draft on contlngeneietJ aceount. · In· ernor's absence he was. authorised to· 
surance · a.nd . keepers $265. This pu·rchase furniture, . ea.irpets, ·cn.rtataa. 
~mount is required by tb·e gove~nment . etc .. , in E~.gland to replaee ·those dam· 
for the renta.J of the building at prea .. · aged ·or unf.J.t for use. Tll.ose still t&it
ent occupied by the Admiralty Sur- ly good were removed to · the servants• 
vey. This will coveri .the half year1a quarter~· .an.d bedrooms. Poet Office re· 
rent which will fall due. during ·the p~irs .$3800. Alterati9n~ were . made to 
P.resent fiscal year. Fuel and light- the interior of the Post Office and . 

· S.1900. This amoq.nt is· .for the Post the Gover)lment w1$he,s· to · add thia 
Off·ice and Postal !elegraph b\lildipgs amount tO the vote -·~ the cozn..-.etc>r'a 
t~rougbout the .isla~d, $1500 ot this aooount ta outlta.ndfBlJ. · 
a.mount is to cover . the cost of the For· the basement ot the Poet · Olfi~ 

_'• • I ' ' I • ' 

coal in the new ·otti~es and $400 for t2000. It · is proposed. to fit· up th~ 
. . , · , I 1 

the museum as the present vote- . is basement · t,o meet the iDCfl:e&Se of .. 
. . . 

! 
1 

' ' 

• 

• 
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·~· wGf'k· ' in the · Depar-tment-St. John's 
Court House $1.500. · Besides the ord'ln

. -ary repairs ·to the building interior ·re
paih- were · necessary ·to tl1e Colonial 
Seretary's Decpartment and the Police . 

. Station. A new fir~ - place and out- · 
let .·tO t·he offi-ce of tl1e Chief Ju.stice 
and; the ventilatot·s received: ·attention· 

I 

·· .ait<f the engine-s· needed - ·renovation. 
j 

· B.Hides ·this ·tl1e· .frOOf- -r·eceived · re· 
• 

· -pairs. Tlrere ·was a ·large :quantity of 
snow:·: shovelled and ren1oved f;tom · 

; bOth· entrances and ,it · was · necessary 
'.' ·ta employ a · number ·or men after 
· .each- snow .f:ali. : In the Fever Hospital 

1 ba.s . been · placed a new ent1·ance ··in 
· the· baseme·nt. TbJs ·cost $500. : There . 

was:. no entrance from the back of this 
.. building · a.nd ·all the . ashes· etc.' from 

t11e eeller had ·to be · catted1 up · through 
: ·the.- building. 

... M·useuin ·· -$400. - Slnce this .. building 
· has been opened ·to the public a · car

·_ · penter has bet1n constantly employed 
· · putting ~ up ·fittings, tables etc. It i's 

·' 

estimated· that· $400· will cover these 
items. · Head IV. Administration · of· 
Justice · salaries $85 .· This .is · due: to 

·: the .. change in' tl1e -.standing oft officials. 
· Material for brooms ·$1500 ~ Tlie broom 

output ·has been .cons.tantly increasing·, 
th·e· revenue last year being $12000. 

· This ·increase in the 1revenue calls for 
an -increase -.in the materials. Repairs 

· ·to this · institution were estimated at 
, $3UO;· but owing to the fences being 

'!ilo,,·n· down a·nd additi.onal r9 >ai.rs bP. 
· . ng. necessa.I"Y $500 · more will be re

r1ui1 ~d. . . 
T-he Har.hour Grace Courthouse and. 

· Gaol was contracted for at $8000. The 
· Supt~ of P~blic Works-had- great diffi· 
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$250. C(lurt is held i~, & building used 
and occt1pi,ed by the jailer. The· ·quar
tets are limited and . entrance is ~ 

througli the gaoler's quarters. An ad"".'_' 
dition 11 -1~ been authorised at a cost · 
of $250 .. During ·the year a nun1ber of · 
pines were planted round . the _ Colonial · 
Building which .required n1ore feticeti 

I 

to protect tl1em. The fences ·were re-
. . 

paiired and painted and repatrs were 
made to the keepei·s~ .q ua:rt~rs, Luna-. 
tic Asylum. Tl1e ·late· engineer re-
ceived $312. The new man will re-

. cei,~e $360. · Extra ·attendant for eight 
months '$170. Maintenance $4,500. This 
amount covers. the increased co.st ;or 

clothes, food and general living. Fuel 
and light $500. This amount is to -iup-
plement the annual vote whfc,h ts not 
sufficient. General Hospital.. Salaries, 
Wa~chman $360. · There is now a 
v.&tch1~ar. at the hospital. It •~ a new 
·position and appointment. Cook $130. 

· A new cook has· been impo·rted and 
tt~'is vote is to supplement the amount 
voted .. 

l'>ot1r A1sylum is receiving $1000 ex
tra ror· maintenance, made necessary 

· by reason or the high cost of · prO\'l· 
·sions etc. Repairs to tl1e Poor Asylum 
$600. These improvements are in tl1e 
way of lavatories, bathroom etc. The 

--
new asylum will not be ready for two 
or tl1ree years. These installations 

will be used in the new bltildingcs. 
Laza:retto. The matron's sala.ry has 

been incr~eased $120. Maintenance 
$2000. This increase is due to the 
large· number of pati,ents treated there 

· and to the increased· eost or· provis· 
ions, repairs, painting, etc., $200. 

Fever Hospital. Maintenance $4000, 
·· culty 'in · keeping the - contractor up to 

·. bis· •ork and· as a; matter · of - fact a ·law ... 
-- suit was tlie res·u1t. · S-ince tit' n it has 

· fuel and light· $500. ·A large quantity 
of coal is used in he:ating this building 

Head Vlll. · $620 ~ ·This amount 
· been di~vered that t~e roof _:is ·faulty · waa expended on the Placentia eer .. 
· ·and ·· it can-. only be pu.t in condition by vie&'. It was - & new service last 
t a -new. roof. This, it is estimated; will year. Under · He&d VII there is a 

eost fSOO . .. :Old : 'Perlican, · additional 1ttm or $25 ,00~ .. Thia a.moun.t i• 
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.,, . . "" " 
' "... ; 

asked f.or· to meet tlTe · ··overdraw·n , . . 

amoun_ts_ unprovided for in tl1e - esti
m ates . and was. expended until tl1e ·be-

. . . . 

g.inning ofl 1912. It includes medical . . . 

attendan~·e to paupers $2000. Mag:is-
t rates $·fooo. ··conveyance of sic1{ poor 
$~~.o.o. Sick fisl1ermen ·on · Labrador 

. . ,. 

$1000. Small-pox in tl1e outports, ·sent 
Oll _to. St. J ol1n's, $5000: Tuberculosis 
$GOO. In all $25,000. : · . . . . . 

, Agriculti.i'r.e and ·Mines. Timber· -fil-
• • • : . • &! 

spectio.D: $375.00. Forest Fires $4,200. . . . . 

Tl1is amount wa.s · expended ori account 
. . . 

of .. preval~·nce of ~tor,est fires in ~ some 
sections; and a.lso on accou'nt . of ~ tiie .. ' " 

. ~_ew . railways, .requiring -18 ward:eris 
instead ·or · 10. . . · : . 

. ' 

. Marine and Fisheries. · S.S. Fiona . . . ~ . . 

$9,000. This is to pay 11er· expenses up 
to thE} end of'_' J.une. ~ig·l1tl16use coh
s~ruction $12,000, to ·Complete· light
houses all over tl1e island. Postal and 

. ' 

T_~legraph. A large part ·o·f the ne-w 
salaries are connected with tl1e nevv ... 
branch railways . . Tl1ere is $4000 ·for 
stamps , the amount voted last ·year 

·, 

being inst1fficient. .!n- tl1e contingen-
cies depar tment we had to aslt for 

· $25,000. Tl1e amount voted is ·only 
$10 ,000 , and fo r tl1e past "20 years tl1is 
has been insufficient and w·e l1ave had . . 

· to ask for a supplementary vote. · ·.· 
The $100 under the heacl .. o:i elections 

is -for the · by election ·in Burin.'. 
Mr. Cl1airman, I thinl\: I 11ave given 

all tl1e. expla.nation on- these general 
votes , for supplementa.ry supply . tab
led · here tl1is afternoon, and I . · sl1all . . ' 

be ready to give any explanation that 
is possible to an·y member of · tl1is 

' . 
House vvl10 re"CJuires any furtl1er· .... in
fc)' ;"rnation ·on - the ma:tter . . 

RT.- H 0 N; . ._ SIR R. BOND-Mr: Cl1air
nian, ·.I h.a:\re already ·dealt witl1 thi·s 
·same.' subje'ct mat.ter whi.Gl:i 'is · J1.0W. be-
1.are the· Gl1air,:.so_ .tl1a.t: l ~~il not now 
~say ml1ch· -upon~ :it . :t . f,Fl1i 8:. is merely 
tl1e Old ·:story' ." beirtg.·i'-epeate-d, of .S1l01't 

.estimates :an.d · ovet .expenditure . . ,In 

tl1e ·old days we use~d to term tl1is doc-
• • . . ,/ . 

l1ment an indemnity .: bill, ~ecess.ary to . . . ·• 

provide for 0ver-expenditµre during ... 
. . . . . ., 

the fisca.l , year past.. . Tl1.~ . . Audit~r . 
General in· 11is last .report .repeate.d 
wl1at 11e 11ad pJ;e~iously said. in t~is 
former repqrts regarding t11e fttilure .of . 
tl1ose in cl1arge of the f ina.ncial af-. . ;· . ~ 

fairs .of.· tl1e colony to mal\:e due pro· . , . . . . 
visio·n in - supply .for tl1e .public s.~i1-
vice. Ther;e 11as· ever ]?een ··~ ten·de.~ty 
to 7 underestimate :-_t\1.e public_. expell:'4i· .. . 

· ture of the Colony, .. and such ,over e;x-
. penditure must necessarily .lea.d to 

' . . . ~ 

'vl1at vle are dealing wi_.tl1 .t.114; aft~r-
. . ... ;~ -; .. 

noon, . nam-ely indemnity. . A. fe.w 
. ·-- . 

d-aYs a.g·o .I .ventured, to say tl1at lar.ge . . 
a.s the estimates were for' .the· coming 

~ . ~ . 
· ~rear I did not , tl1ink tl1ey wo.uld. . . be 
sufficient for tl1e public seryi~~- ... a~d . . ·' .. 

tl1at opinion . was· based upon . ~xperi-
• • • 4 

'€nee '.or short estimates;. and no man , . . . 
c~n 11.ave any doubt what~ver b·ut ;tl1at 

. . . ' 
next year . we .sl1all hav.e to gp. ;th'rou~·h 
tl1is same per.fo.r~ma;nc.e ... of p~ss.irig ~ ~n 
inden1nity. and SUPI?leme.?-tary , J:~~P!?fY 
to n1eet over dra.fts up9n estimate.s. . . 

Ho\vever, I _ do no~ ri~e. _fp_r tl1e pur-
pose of .'repeating. wh~t I ·hav.e , al-

.· . . ·~: ·;··· . · ·· 

. read)" .said, -but .to d.raw. the :att"ention 
?f .tl~e troti.se ~o He.ad ·v.,; ~Ci;~eir. .. :L~~-
1slat1on, and particularly to tl1e · stiin . . . 

._of $8000 voted for printing and bil.\d-
- . . . . 

ing and publish.ing ·debates . of the . ' . . . 
I-Io use or ·A.ssembly. L;.ist year .to-
~ards the end of the ;s.e.E?si9n I ma.~e 

. . p; 

an appe.al tp _ _. clo a ~.aY ~i tl1 tlJ.e sys.tern 
t11en .-. prevaili-ng .- of p.ubli~hing .... ;~he .. ,9r
ficial debates, and to substitute, th.ere-

~ -... 
for a Ha,nsa.rd, .whi.cl1 .would be. an of-
fi"cial re-port o.f t.he .. debates of. .: this 

• I ' • • 

~jquse .. ··: ~}1e . ·.Le.ader of .th_e Ho.tt~e . . . ~ ' 
promised n1e tha.t ~uring-: rec.ess.' tl1e 

• • ' • I 

IJ;latte.~~.: would be :t~~~~: ip.tq. c;qu~ide_ra-
:tion, and a.n effort .wQuld. be· :mad~ .. to 
bring-. abou~ T-e~1ori;n .. I. J1a:ve. ii~d: P.iic.~d 
~n. my . h~ds a . c~p·y or ... tl~.e;'~·~:~port. ~or 

• . . ~ . • • . . . •· !' 

. tpe Int~1'J1al Econo111y... · Con1mission · 
, . . - . . ... . . . . .... ... ~. . . ·' ' 
1'.)-11t .. tl1er.e is no .reform ··apparen:t. ·.-.·:Ou 
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tl1e contrary, wl1ile1 my suggestion in 
relation to tl1e establisl1ment of a 
Hansard has be·en in part a.ccepted, 
1t is only going to· lead to an extra 
expense, because tl1e old .system is 
being continued as well, namely the 
publication of tl1e debates or a digest 

' 

of tl1em in e\'-ery new.spaper in tl1e 
Colony witl1 tl1e exception of the Ev
ening Telegra.m, Evening Herald, Hr. 
Gra.ce Sta.ndard and Gazette. I do not 
tl1ink tl1eire is any other exception. 
Every otl1eT· paper ls. retained 'by tl1e 

' House to publisl1 tl1e official debates. 
Wl1at in the name of common sen·se 
is tl1e use of paying· out money for 
debates that do not find a place in 
tl1e pa.pers :Uor weeks or mon tl1s? La.st 
year tl1ey ran into the late summer; 
o·r rather into the ·early a.l1tumn 
montl1s, when no one wol1ld dream of 
paying any attention to them, and 
wl1en all interest ha.d long since been 
lost. VVhat purpose could they 
serve iri the 'vay of influencing public 
opinion at the time, as tl1e·y sl1ould 
do? And wl1at time does the synop-
sis reach the outport journals? It is 
not as a matter of fact publi.sl1ed at 
all in many cases; and this House is 
paying out money for whicl1 it gets 
no return wh.atever. I hope, Sir, that 
tl1is will not continue. Tl1e bill no\v 
before us is. an indemnity to pay for 
tl1e past; the future is in our own 
hands; and once again I be·g and pra.y 
this House to put a ·stop to a condi
tion of affairs tl1at reflects no cred1it 
on any of! us. I said la.st year, spea.k
ing as an old Parliamentarian, th.at 
considering the· circumstance·s of pa

pers in tl1is Colony it is c1uite · legi.ti
ma.te fo.r any Government to give leg;
itimate patronage to the newspapers 
tliat support it. But this is not le· 
gitimate patronag·e, for '\Ve · get no re
turn in ·connection with it. Then Sir, 

· let us not perpetuate a tl1ing~ tl1at is 
· a disgrace to this Asse·mbl)'~. Give 

tl1e patronage in ·an 11onour.abl~ .a~d 
proper f asl1ion. I a.ppeal to: :. ·. ·.this 
Co·mmittee, sens'.ible busi-ness men 
for the most part, and I ask lifi it. is 
common sense or business . to - con
tinue a state of affairs wl1icl1 is quite 
us.eless and a waste _of the public 
revenues of tl1e ·colony. Tl1ere is an
otl1er ma.tter that I should like to d·raw 
to the attention of tl1e Committee, in 
connection ·witl1 . tl1e journal as ·print
ed! last year. First I : will obse_rve 
tl1at into last year's :journal ev.ery 
conceivable . document tl1at could be 
was crammed :into it. For ·-instance, 
tl1e Budg.et Speech appeared ·· in · the 
Journal f.or , the· first ·time, w·hile · we 
still pay a la;rge sum of money for the 
publication of that in ·pamphlet forrµ.. 
Ag·ain, tl1e c1uality . of the paper · used 
in connection with tl1at J ·ournal is ·f1ar 
from being wha.t it should be. It is 
not .a paper that sl1ould be used f.or 
the Journal of tl1is House, wl1icl1 ~is 

rec1uired to last as lor1g as p·rinted 
matter can last) a.s tl1e public records 
of tl1e colony. It is u11fit · for . its pur-
pose. I asl{ my hon. friends opposite 

wl10 are in cl1arg·e of tl1e Internal 
Economy Commis.sion of this House 
to see tl1a.t tl1e \vor 1{ · is not done . in 
tl1e ·same way tl1is )rear. . T11e w·ork 
is bad, tl1e book is too large, and the 
wl1ole worl\: does not re.:Ject .credit on 
anybody. 

RT. HON. PRl!\1E MINISTER.:-Mr. 
Cl1airman, I appreciate tl1e spirit c • in 
wl1icl1 tl1e criticisms of my Rt. hon. 
friend ill rela.tion to these several 
items have been made tl1is1 ev.eniiig, 
and in so far as it :is ·desirable to 
nlal\:e -any in1provements and ·po.ssible 
to do so, I can · assure 11im tl1at: it \Vill 
be done. But I sl1ould like.· to .. poi)lt 
out · in relation to tl1e two matters -to 
wl1icl1 he has · just ·refe;rr·ed tl1at · the 
remedy is' .-.-no.t~ easy iri ·one ~ .way; :and 

secondly tliat I ·do not tl1inl{ tlie ".diffi
culty exis·ts to the extent pointed "out 
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by h:im. First in .relation to tl1e 
:Jou1ttal. The Journal is of cot1rse tl1e 
record o~, tl1e proceedings of tl1is 
House, and it is very convenient to 
have tl1at Journal as full as possible 
of valuable matter witl1out 11aving it 
too cumberson1e and too expensive. 
He will .remember that tl1e Journal 
tl1is -Year is probably about 11alf tl1e 
·size of tl1e· Journals tl1at were pt1b
lisl1ed in the ·sixties and seventies and 
eighties. If anyone is sufficiently in
terested to m.ake the companison he 
wlll find: it about 11alf tl1e· size. I 
know that a p·ractice has grown up of 
publishing nothing in tl1e Journal ex

cept the mere record of tl1e Clerk, 
the Public Service Act and it may be 
a dispatch or two. If we go back to 
1898, from that up to 190& we had a 
~mall journal con·taining little more 
than the Clerk's record. Now that is 
sinning· on tl1e other side. I con~ 

sider that our Journal here should 
.contain e\·ery public 1~ecord likely to 
be referred to, a.nd any doct1ment that 
.has been· refierred to in debate. Dur-
ing the ten years previous to 1907 
many valuable Gocuments were laid 
on tl1e table of tl1is House. If you 
want one or them for 1904 or 1901 or 
1898, where .are you to g·o for them? 
T11e only place you might get it would 
be in the papers of1 that time, ancl ev
en then yo-u would be narrowed down 
to one copy in the Colonial Secre-
tary'e Office, with the chanc·e that it 
might be loaned or taken away. You 
have no , way to refer to an old Bud· 

· get Speeeh. And what document is 
mo·re impor.ta11 t than tl1at? It tells 
the· whole story of our financial posi· 
tion for tl1e year that is past, the 
present -year and tl1e year that is to 
come. It is the history of three f.i

nancial years. Apart from any party 
statement that · ma)'· appear in tl1e 
Budget Speech of .any administration, 
the tigu:i~es are ther·e. It is true that 

~ 
l 

in tl1e last ten years a system l1as 
grown up of publisl1ing tl1e Budg·et 

I 

Speech in pa111pl1let {Qrm also. In tl1e 
old days tl1e Budget \Vas publisl1ed 
in tl1e shape of a sl1eet of paper a11d 
laid on tl1e desks of members, and in 

' 

some cases J)Ublisl1ed in the Debates, 
but 11ever in t11e Journal. It ought 
to be in tl1e Journal e're11 if otl1er doc
u1nents 11ave to be omitted. In tl1e 
old ·days al1nost eve·ry document tl1at 
w.as, tabled found a pla.ce in tl1e J our
nal, and tl1e· volume was very cum
bersome . Oj late years it has been 
cut down. I ·do not think any one 
has any real objection to tl1e Journal 
as . it stands. Possibly ·Some would 
inclt1de one ·document .and some an• 
other, but that is a matter of detail. 
As regards tl1e c111ality Df tl1e paper. 
My attention has 11ot been called to · 
tl1at before. I agree · tl1at the work 
should be done on' goo di paper. It is 
not printed for to-day·, but it n1ay be 
·rec1uired 100 years from now. Every 
·year we are referring to tl1e Journals 
so that tl1ey need to be of the best· 
material; .and at the first meeting or 
the Internal Economy Commission I 
shall bring up that matter. As re-. 
gards the otl1er matter referred to by 

the Rt. Hort. leader of the Opposition, 
namely, ,an alte1-:ation in tl1e pTesent 
system or tl1e distribution of patron,
age by allowing tl1e outport papers to 
publish the ·debates, well, tl1at i-s not 
a very easy matter to deal witl1. A 
gre.at ·deal can be said on both sides. 
It is a matter that has been tl1e sub
ject of debate ever ~ince I can re
member in tl1is House. I think tl1e 
Rt. hon. leader of tl1e Opposition wiil 
agree with me that it was one of tl1e 
fi''St matters tl1at 11e l1eard debated 
,,,·111::"11 h<~ ca1ne into tl1is House thirty 
)'"ears ago. Now, we are only follow-
ing the old rule that has been in 
force for tl1e last fifty years. It ia 

--
quite true that ,recentl~· we have gone 
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a little . furtl1er. I do11't mean to say 
tl1is administration 011ly but tl1e late 
a dministration and tl1is administra
t ion-a.nd have al'lowed some of the 
cut :port papers to publisl1 tl1e debates. 
In tl1e old days tl1e deba,tes vvere 
c011~1i1r C. to tl1e papers in St. John ~s 
suuportlng· tl1e administration of tl1e 
d:.:i:y·~ 2.nd, I tl1ink, in one case, the. 
Harbor ·Grace Standard. Tl1e late ad
ministration publisl1ed tl1e ·debates not 
alone in tl1e Herald and Telegram,but 
a1so in tl1e Twtllingate Sl1n, tl1e· Har
bour Grac·e Standard, and, I tl1ink,one 
otl1er outport paper. I am not sure 
whether tl1e Trinity Enterp.rlse was 
tl1en 'in existence or wl1etl1er tl1e Wes
tern Star copied tl1e del)ates, but n1y 
recollection is that tl1e debates were 
copied under tl1e late administration 
by at least tl1ree ol1tport papers and 
two papers in the city. And tl1e same 
I tl1inl\:, is being· done to-,day-i t r:1ay 
be tl1at there is an increascJ .of one 
outport paper. It is very difficult to 
justify refusing· any community tl1e 
sma11 patronag·e of 11aving· a pap.~r }11 

tl1eir m·idst publishing tl1e cle}JJ.tes. 
N o-vv, I don't altog·etl1er agree witl1 tl1e 

Rt. 11on. mem.ber tl1at tl1e debates of 
t11is House are not interesting. I 
tl1inl( i11 many cases tl1ey are very 1n-

• 
teresting·. He appears to lay par-
ticular stress upon tl1e. fact that tl1e)., 
are not up-to-date. Well, it seen18 to 
me that some of tl1e speecl1es tl1a t we 
hear delivered 'in tl1is House can 1 ue 
reac1 \Vitl1 intere.st during· tl1e wi11ter or 
tl1e su1nmer following·. It is entirely a 
matter 01~ taste. Some people like 
to read tl1e speecl1es imn1ediately aft
er they are deliveTed, other,s like to 
keep them a little while, thinking tl1at 
like "TiIJ.e, tl1ey impro·ve by being· laid 
aside. Howe1Ter, it is not tl1e fault 
of tl1e Com111ittee if tl1e debate.s are 
not publisl1ed pro111ptly. Tl1ey a17e tak

en down by tl1e stenog·rapher·s, and 
tl1ey so interlace that one speecl1 ,de--

ta,ined by one member of tl1e House 
ca.n keep back the vlor k oif! t11e sessio11; 
and tl1at very often 11appens. Tl1e 
r•L1o is that in relation to all import
a.nt matters, sp,eeches, of any leng·th 
are genera1ly handed to the member·s 
delivering· them for revision and some
ti111es a co11sid.erable time· ela.pses be
fore they are sent back. vV e are all 
anxious, I am, 1sure·, whatever else "\ve 
ma.y ·d:lJfer up·on, tr1at this vote sl1ould 
not g·o beyond ·reasonable limits; b11t 
just so long as it is desirable to pub
lisl1 tl1ese debates, .and to extend tl1em 
to tl1e outport n.ewspaper and not 
confine tl1em to St. John's, so long 
will tl1ere be an oveT-expendi ture. 
Tl1ese .supplem,entary votes that we 
are dealing· \Vith this e·venin,g· repre
sent the old story that 11as been go in 6 
on here 1f1or 25 years to my recollec,. 
tion, but tl1ey do not tell the whole 
story. If we merely had' to vote 
sl1ort supplies it would be narrowed 
down to a 1rer:y~ small amount, but ·\v.,.e 
are ·dealing· here witl1 extraordinary 
expenditures, expenditt1res tl1at th 2.s 
House could never have anticipated. 
We wer:e only close cl a few days last 
ye.aT when we were rigl1t into the 
middle of a larg·e expenditure in con 
nection witl1 tl1e smallpox on board tl1e 
sealing· steamers. I think tl1at epid
emic cost the Governn1en t seven or 
eig·l1t tl1ousand dolla:".·s. \Ve aftervvarc~s 
sold nea.rly all tl1e materials and got 
l)a,cl\: a consic1erable portion of tl1at 

a1nount, but that \Vas an expenditl1re 
tl1at we could not 11ave estin1ated on. 
And the same tl1ing applies rigl1 t 
througl1 tl1e estimates. Take tl1e case 
0 1f. Government House. After tl1is 
House closed last year it wa,s fou11d 
nec.essary to make 
repajrs there that 
larg·e expenditure. 

very considerable 
entailed a very 
Tl1e place l1ad 

not been repairecl for a ve1ry 
1011g wl1ile and repairs were necessary 
in the interests or tl1e building and 
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of tl1ose wl10 li,.,.e there. Tl1at was. a 
matter that could not have been anti
cipated; a11d so it g·oes on in every 
Department. rrhe Ho11se is 11ardly 
closed when son1ething happ 1ens, and 
then at the· end. of the year we· are 
found with very large· supplementary 
€Stimates tl1at ·we had no idea of wl1en 
closing the House. Now, I candidly 
and l1onestly say 11ere tl1at in addi
tion to what is being· voted I have not 
the remotest idea of any other item 
tl1at it is necessary for. the Govern
ment to provide for, and yet I am ab
solutely certain that wl1en we meet 
here twelve months fr1om now we will 
hav1e another supplementary .supply 
covering items that cannot be antici
ra ted. Matters that will crop up 
a~1 c1 tli& t will not broolc ·delay; matters 
involving life and deatl1 that must be 
dealt with. And tha.t is wl1at tl1e Ex
ecutive are for. Tl1ey are merely a 
Committee of tl1is House, to do for 
the Leg·islature v1l1at they "\Vould do 
themselves if in session. I agree· witl1 
the Rt. hon. leader of tl1e Opposition 
that it would be very mucl1 more 
in keeping· with business principles iif 

we could ·c:ome in here to-day and say, 
-Now thi:s. represents every possible 
expendit11r,e that will be needed' for 
tl1e comi11g· year. But you can11ot say 
it. Tl1at 11as been the 11istory of the 
Leg'islature for tl1e last fifty )~ears. 

RT. HON. SiR R. 801\JD-I dicl not 
in tend to .say anytl1ing· 1:5urtl1er upon 
this matter, but I am afr.aid that I 

cannot let all tl1e observations. of the 
Rt. hon. leader of the Government go 
uncha-IJeng·ed. He 11as stated t11at 
he does not l{now of any account in 
tl1e whole conduct of tl1e civil service 
that is likely to be overdra wn-tl1at 
is not fully estimatecl for by this 
House at tl1e present time. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER- I 

was referring· to ordi11ary expenditure. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-I know. 
In othe}~ "y·or·ds, 11e is not aware of 
any acc)-ant in connection with the 
civil g·overnment tha,t is underestimat
ed. Sir, tl1e fact that we are here 
today voting this .. supplementary sup
ply is a proof tl1a t tl1ey are underes
timated, b,ecause out of tl1e· 41 ac
c·ounts tl1at ·were overdrawn la.st year 
tl1ere a.re only tl1ree tl1at you 11ave 
made tl1e slig·htest p·rovision :f·or at all. 
It follows tl1en, as. tl1e lig·ht follo"'\vS 
tl1e ·darkness. tl1at if you were sl1ort 
in your supplies as regards P·Ublic 
institutions la.s.t year to tl1e extent of 
$200,000, .and if you have not brought 
up your pr;esent supplies to meet 
th.at sl1ortage f 1or tl1e yea.r 1913, you 
are going to ha,ve to meet tl1em by a 

bond of inde1m.nity at the end of the 
next fiscal yea1... How then can a.ny of 

us say-ho\v .can we justify to·d1ay by 
our observations-tl1at we don'.t know 
what is going to take place. We do 
know. "{?r7 e know it because we have 
tl1e 11istor)'" of the past year to prove 
it. It is all very well to speak of ex-
tr.aordina·ry .expend\itures such as 
sm;allpox and tl1e like. Tl1at is 
perfectly true, but we have a vote to 
meet that. The LPgi,:;lature provides 
the Go,rernment wjth a vote of $10,000 
to meet extrao·;:-dinary circumstances. 
But tl1ese are not extr.aor-dinary cir
cum.stances. Supplementar,y supply 
deals with t.l:e cvnduct of tl1e civil 
g·overnment,, and therefore I say that 
it is no j ustif-ication to say that small
pox or some otl1er epidemic takes 
pla.ce whict. demands .a Ia·rge, expen
diture. That is provlded ior' in the 
conting·ency vote of $10,000, but tl1is 
rep.resents a short e.stimate tl1rough
out tl1e whole civil governm~nt, and 
we kno·w, absolutely know beyond any 
per~tdventure whateve·r, that we shall 
11ave to c·ome into this House next 
year and repeat thi1s work. I am free 
to admit that it 11a.s been going· on for 
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years, but t11at is no reason wl1y it 
should continue. \!Ve 11ave an Audi
tor General wl10 says tl1at it shoulcl 
not continue and rriust not continue~ 
11e points out wl1ere tl1e ler~l~a.g·e is 2.:nd 
sa,J s tl1at 1t sl1ou!d e11cl. And -vrl1at is 
our ans-v·ve;·? We tl1ro\v l1is repo:-t 
l)ack to 11i111 and sa.}' -vve ,~v-ill please 
ourselves; we wi~l come in a,rtd asl{ 
for inde1n11ity, and we ·\vill spend wl1at 
\Ve chose over a11d abo•1e v1l1a t is vot
ed in tl1is House. ':.e11at ~s tl1e ·dec1a·::.,
ation .in fact if not in -vvords. l\t!y ob
servations in ::'e:"erence to a Hansard 

· were tl1at a I-Iansard sl1ould be es-

. tablisl1ed and tl1e publication of cle
bates by official org·a_ns of tl1is House 
·done away vvitl1. 
sl1ould do tl12"t. 
to give patro11ag·e, 
giti1nate inanner. 
sci ua.re state1nen t. 
vvrong· be remediec1. 
bread be taken out 

Pri·vate enterprise 
Tl1e11 if you vvant 
give it i11 some le-
rr11at is a fair a.nd 

I aslc tl1a t · ct 

I do11't aslc tl1at 
o~ tl1e moutl1s of 

a11ybody; I \\~oulcl i1ot do tl1at i11yself. 
I would endeavor to do vvl1at is rig'l1t, 
but you are not doing· vvl1at is rigl1t. 
You are i11te11sifying· tl1e evil, and cari 
only perpetuate tl1e e-;~il by g"i\rin~ 

tl1ose l)apers tl1e worl{ 0£ a IIansard. 
If yo11 are going· to c611 ti11 ue tl1e pub
lication of tl1e clebates in tl1e official 
otg·ans, tl1en don't let us 11a·ve a Han-

• 
sard at all, because tl1e record j .8 in 
tl1ose pa.pers a11d we clon't \Vant tv10 

records. Let us 11ave one or tl1e otl1er. 
Witl1 reg·ard to tl1e Jo11rnal, I lt110·1,.v 

tlJat until a little \Vl1ile ag·o tl1e cus
tom was to fill out tl1e J ourna1 by ev'"
ery co11ceivable tl1ing· tl1e Clerk could 
lay 11is two 11ands llpon. Of course it 
\Vas. But that clay 11as g·one by years 
a11d years, and atten11)ts 11a;ve been 
made ·by succeecli11g· g·o1,rernments in 
tl1is colony to red11ce tl1e cost of tl1e 
Journal to son1etl1i11g like a le2·itimate 

LJ . 

fig·ure. And we 11ave done so. Take 
up the Journals of tl1e last ten or 
t\\relve or fi~tee11 years and you find a 

convenient, 11andy, respectable book
just what a journal sl1ould be-con
taining only ina tter germane to 01.lr 
proceeding·s 11e :·e a11d leaving 011t doc
u1nents that 11ave been put in pamph
let for1n and can be obtained \vl1enev
eI" require·d. But ·l1ere \Ve g·o on n1ulti
plying these tl1ings, printing tl1em in 

tl1e papers, and so on t111til we are 
printi11g a tl1ing over and 01,rer a.g.ain 
merely for tl1e purpose of piling p,at-
1ronage into tl1e prlnter1's 11ands. Ev
erybody knows it. I say it is not 
proper and I tl1ink we ougl1 t do a way 
witl1 it. Now in regard to tl1e expen
diture under tl1e 11ead of repairs, the 
leader o5 tl1e Government 11as special 
reference to an expenditure at Govern
ment House. \:Vell, I sub111it tl1at 
could 11a.ve been fo reseen and oug·ht 
to 11ave been foreseen , because at tl1e 
·end of the year it is tl1e duty of the 
Depart111ent in cl1arg·e to see 
·retJU_ired in co11nection v1itl1 
buildings, and tl1at a1nount 

"\vl1at is 
tl1ose 

sl1ould 
11a-vTe l)een placed in tl1e or1di11ary ·esti
mates. It was just as easy to dis
co\rer on tl1e 30tl1 December tl1at 
these tl1ing·s would be rec1uired as it 
-vvas to discover it in tl1e n1ontl1 of 
l\1ay, a_fter tl1e House closecl. It 011ly 
i11eant· an application to the Govern .. -
tnent. The same arg11r11ent applies not 
only to Gover11ment House but to ev-
ery otl1er Departme11t of t11e Public 
Ser-vice. Tl1e facts can be ascertained 
at tl1e time, b11t tl1e t ruth is you 

. don't want to face tl1ese large ac-
counts. You vr.ra11t to l{eep dovvn the 
estimates, to go 011 \Vitl1 tl1e expendi
ture, and tl1en come in 11ere and en
clea vour to bulldose tl1e public at a 
later date by stating tl1at you did not 
knovv the accounts vrere g·oing to be 
o\rer,dra.wn. B11t you do lrnow--abso
lutely do l\:now. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MiNiSTER 

-J11st one or t"\vo words. · Tl1e Rt. 

hon. g·entle1na.n 11as pointed out tl1e 
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fact that ofi late years atte,mpts have 
been made to reduce the volume and 
s:ze of the journal of the House. Now 
I 11a ve sent for the Journal for 1911, 
a11d I make bold to say that there is 
very little difference between tl1at 
journal and the joµrnal for the last 
)~ear ·that the 11on. gentleman was in 
l)OWer-very little ·difference. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND-Any ex-
traord·ina.ry publications? 

RT HON THE PRIME MINISTER-

N o, ordinary pt1blica.tions. · It would 
depend on who is there to call it ex
traordinary. Some might consider 
the report of Sir William MacGregor 
on Labrador a very extraordinary pub
lication. That will be found recorded 
in tl1e journal of 1907. It is enti·rely 
a question of who is making tl1e 
statement. I don't condemn anyone 
cor having filled the journal of 1907 
to the extent of nearly 600 pages with 
all sorts of material and· all sorts of 
doctiments-documents that were tab
led and ,documents that were not tab
led-because a great deal of the 
matter c·ontained in this journal was 
neve·r tableC. at all. As a matter of 
fact the wl1ole journal of the clerk on .. 
ly occupi·ed 56 pages and the other 
500 pa.ges, consist of documents. that 
it ·was never necessa.ry to place in 
the· journal at all. But I consider 
t~1at it is a very valuable journal, and 
I believe tl1a.t the cost of pres·erv'ing· 
tl1is report of Sir William Macgtregor 
and tl1ose other documents tl1at find a 
permanent resting· place in this jour
nal was money well spent. The· .same 
is true" of the journal of• 1911. A very 
strong· ·Case can be macle out ag·ainst 
some of the selections in the 1911 
jot1rnal and the same 1nay be said of 
the 1907; so tl1at tl1ere is 11othing 
really in tl1at point. Now, I don't 
agree witl1 the Rt. 11on. n1ember that 
in the old days the ·Clerk padded tl1e 
journt1l witl1 every co11cei,rable doct1-

• • 

ment that he could lay 11is two 11ands 
on. I make bold to sa.y tl1a t .any per
son wl10 will look th.rou.gh tl1ose old 
journals-I make no exception ~n the 
s,eventy year.s' journals that we 11a.ve 
-will find that there is 11ardly one 
of tl1em tl1at does not co11tain matter 
of great value and interest. Every one 
of tl1em is a c-11apte1-- in the 11istory of 
Newfoundland. Tl1ere is· 111ore meat, 
more material for a 11istory of our 
own times, in the journals :fior tl1e last 
seventy years tl1an in .any other of 
our colonial 1recorids. So much for tl1e 
journals. I tl1ink tl1e Rt. hon. mem-
ber must 11ave misunderstood me 
\Vl1en I .said that nearly all tl1e votes 
11ere are ,extraordinary votes that 
c9uld not have been anticipated. L.et 
us looli: at a few of them. Ma.fiine and 
Fisheries, Iightl1ouse maintenance, 
$12,000. That arose entirely in con-
nection with new li.ghtl1ouses, tl1e 
most of which came into existence af
ter tl1e Legislature had closed. It re
fer.s also to additional supplie·s that had 
to be sent to lighthouses; tl1en "jrou 

11a ve under tl1e 11ead of Agriculture 
and Mines $16,000-timbe:- inspection 
$375, forest fires $4,000, Festival of 
Empire $12,000. Now, we could not 
have .anticipated last year that tl1at 
F"ebtiv-al of Empire would have cost 
as muc·h as it did. Wl1en tl1e colony 
'vent .into it, 'vitl1 tl1e pt1blic subscrip
tion sometl1ing like eight or nine 
tl1ousand ·dollars, no one had a11y idea 
tl1at it was going to cost as mucl1· as 
it did. I believe that it w.as money 
\Vell spent and tl1at indirectly tl1e 
colony l1as .gained a great ·deal be-
cause of tl1e a.d vertisement of its re· 
sources, and tl1e exhibition itsel:· has 
found a permanent hon1e in one of 
tl1e principal exhibition buildings in 
England a.t a very ,small annual cost; 
b11t its eost could. not 11ave been an
ticipated. Then yot1 11ave the Fiona. 
"\vl1icl1 cost $9,000 to be reclassed . 

• 



I 

HOUSE o!f ASSEMBL y PROCEnDINGS. 34 1 

Well, as long as. sl1e is being kept 
on f ishery .service and revenue ser
vice she must be kep·t in repai.r, but 
no one would have expected that she 
would have cost as. much .as that s.ee
ing that it is only two or three yea.rs 
ag·o that something lil\:e seven or 
eight thousand dollars were· S·pent on 
he·r. Tl1en . you have an amount l1ere 
of $111 for inte:re:st on teacheris · pen
.sion Fund .and $2500 for the Counc.il of 
Hig·her Ed uca ti on. These are m.atters 
of wl1ich the Gove1rnment had no idea 
until .a few days. ago. It was only 
within the last month that it was dis
covered that these were outsta.nding 

bills contracted by this body a.nd we 
have to pay them. It may be tl1at 
by an effo·rt it might be possible to 
bring in an estimate here that wot1ld 
n1ore exactly cover the e·xpenditure 
but . I wa,nt to s.ay this in ·defenc·e of 
supplementary supply, that my ex
per'ience is that if you vote large es
timates they will be :spent, and tl1at 
your only .salvation is. to ke·ep the es
timates down even though you have 
to ·come 'in .a.nd ask :for supplementary 
supply. If you vote lar.ge s,ums they 
will all be spent and ·it is very much 

• better to tie · the various. services 
·down as. tightly as possible in the in
ter·ests of the public·, and tl1en if there 
is an over expend'iture, come in and 
ask the Leg1slature to grant it to you 
and explain wl1y it is. No matter wl1at 
st1m you vote here (and I spea.k now 
from 25 year:s· experience) tl1ere will 
be an o·ve:r expenditure, and it is very 
much better to be ·close without, of 
course, sac·rifii1cing the public inter·ests. 

MR. SHEA-B.eifore supply pa.sses 
thiis House I would like to ask the Rt. 
hon. leader of the Government if the 
Government intend to take into co·n
.sideration the question of ,a re·vision 
of tl1e whole of the civil service of 
this colony, because .there is no. doubt 

about ,it, Sir, that tl1e civil s.ervants 
of this colony are a bot1t the wo1st 
paid civil ser\rants· in any colony lln-
der the Crown, and I don't tl1ink tl1at 
s any exaggeration. If you will look 

at tl1e civil service list you will find 
that the sala:r1.es paid .are very much 
below those that ·are paid c·ivil se:r
vants in any part of the world under 
tl1e British Crown. \Vhen I say a re
vis·ion, I mean a rievision of tl1e 
wl1ole service from tl1e Gove1_tnor 
down. We hear eve·ry ye·a·r in tl1is 
House of salaries. being incre·ased and 

discr·iminations being made. I think 
the Governme.nt ought to appoint a 
commissd.on to go into this whole mat
ter thoroughly. vVhy .in the West In
·dies, ·countr.ie:s with an income of only 
four or five 11undred tho·t1sand dolla.rs 
a year, the Governor and th.e1 officials 
-Attorne;y Gene:r:al, C·olonial SecTe
tary, a.nd all the, .other civil se·rva.nts-
get fo·rty or fifty per cent. more tl1an 
tl1e gentlemen occupying these po·S1i-

tions in th.is colony. The· c·ost of liv
ing :in this· c.olony now is about · 40 per 
ce11t mo·re than it was 25 yea;rs ago, 
the ·earning po·wer of tl1e labo·r1ing 
man is 100 per cent. gl·eater than it 
wa.s 20 years ago, tl1e wages of tl1e 
tradesmen 11ave materially inc:reas·e·d 
and the earning· power of tl1e1 fishe·r
men ·is something lil{e 40 p.e1r cent. 
greater than it was 25 year.s. ago, and 
In tl1e h1istory of the colony they we:re 
hever better pa.id for tl1.e p,roduce that 
tl1ey pull out of tl1e water, indeed tl1e 
only man wh.o· re·mains in the same 
position as. rega:rds sa.la.ry that 11e was 
in 25 yea:r,s ago ·is the civil serva.nt of 
tl1is colony. Tl1ere are dozens1 in the 
civil se1 .. vice to-day, (and I say it witl1 
all respect), who are in debt from 
the· first of Janua;ry to the 31st or 
December tl1rough no fault of their 
ow11. The ·cost of liv.ing 11a.s in-
creased so mucl1 that tl1ey have fot1nd 

• 
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it absolutely impossible to live on 
their salaries. The e.arning pov1er 
of tl1e fisherman, tl1e laborer and tl1e 
mechanic 11as inc1reased and the only 
one w l1ose salary has i1ot increased is 
the civil servant. 

I do not -vvant to occupy t11e atten-
tion of tl1e I-louse on this matter, but 
I thinlc it is well wortl1 tl1e consider-
ation of tl1e Government ·dur·i·ng re
cess. They ,could a,ppoint a commis ... 
slon to go into tl1e whole· matter of 
pa.yment of salaries of civil servants 
from tl1e Governor down. Tl1e people 
do not wish ·ci·vil servants to ·do tl1eir 
worlc for notl1ing and if tl1e position 
is placed before the people in a prop
er way tl1ey will sup,po,tt it. Per son-
ally, I cannot see why tl1e civil ser-
vants should be n·e·glected when the 
earning pov1ers o.f everybody else 
l1ave materially increase·d and tl1e cost 
of living 11as also advanced. To come 
closer ho·me, let us take the members 
of tl1is House. Tl1ey are ::rece1ivlng tl1e 
same stipend as they 11ave recei,red 
for year.s. ctnd I tl1inl{ it is time that 
tl1ey received some stipend tl1at v1ould 
re111unerate tl1em for tl1eir servic,es. 
The.:'."e is not a Britisl1 colony where 
tl1e membe,rs do not re.ceive much 
i11ore tl1a11 $200 a se1ssion. In tl1e 
Dominion Parliament members re--
ceive $2500. 00 a year and their trav
elling· expenses. 111 tl1e provinces of 
Nova Scotia and New B:runs,vick they 
recei-ve at least tl1ree times mo.rie 

tl1an tl1e members of tl1is House re
ceive. I cannot see why tl1is G·overn-
ment or,. any Government 11as neg·lect
ed tb.e matter so long. Both this and 
tl1e matter of ci,ril se ~"·vants' salaries , 
to "\Vhicl1 I 11ave referred, sl1ould be 
tal{en up at once and .a substantial in
crease n1ade all round. If the Govern
ment does tl1is, it w.ill prove to be one 
of the best tl1ings tl1a.t tl1e Govern
ment 11as. eve.r ·done. vVl1en we spea.k 

' ' 

of tl1e meag ~~ e salar 2s "\vl1icl1 civil 
servants recei·ve - up comes tl1e c1ues
tion of fees vv-l1icl1 are paid to officials. 
It is absolutely wrong· in principle 
,~111etl1er tl1e fee be collected by an of
ficial i11 the custon1s. departmen:-t, the 
law department o.r t11e Crown Lan~Is 
depa~·tment. I understa11d tl1at hun
dreds of dollars are collected in tl1is 
'vay and my contention is tl1at tl1e 
1noney tl1us received does not belong 
to tl1e indiviclual wl10 collects it but 

to tl1e offi.ce. Every fee collected 
shol1ld go into tl1e revenue of tl1e col
ony. Tl1e fee goes to tl1e official be-

cause he 11olds tl1e office' and tl1e·re is 
no reason wl1y five cents of tl1e mo-

• 
ney sl1ould g·o to 11im pe·rsonally. If 
11is .salary is not lar ge enougl1 to re-
m unera.te him for 11is services, it 
sl1ould be increassd to an amount 
t11a.t will place 11im beyond temptation. 
Under present c.ircumstances you ca.n
not blame so1ne of tl1ese men if tl1ey 
acce.pt fees, but I am told that in 
some cases these amount to three or 
four hundred ·d·ollars a year. This is 
wrong but it 11as been tl1e practice for 
tl1e· past eigl1t or ten years, althougl1 
an attempt was made some years. ag·o 
to abolish tl1e system . . Tl1e attempt 
proved successful for a time, but of 
lc=tte years it appears that tl1e custom 

is becoming p.revalent again, and it 
sl1ould be stoppe.c1. I tl1ink tl1e Rt. 
hon. tl1e Pr!i1ne Minister might take 
tl1e matter up during recess. He must 
see tl1e hardsl1ip inflicted on ma.ny of 
the civil .servants and he· must see 
tl1e trt1tl1 of wl1at I am sa.ying. I jt1st 

mal{e tl1ese observations with tl1e 11op8 

t11at tl1e Governme11t may lool\: into 
the matte:r so tl1at c.ivil servants may 
receive proper remuneration for tl1eir 
ser,rices and tl1a.t the customs officials 
and others who are in ,recei,pt of fees 
may ·receive a salary s11fficient . _ to · 
place them beyond temptati.on. If all 
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tl1ese fees are1 paid into the Treasury 
the ·Government will kno.w exactly 
what the official is, .rec:eivi·ng fro·m the 
C·rown and mal{e siu·ch changes in tl1e 
<lifferent .salaries as may be fair and 
reasonable. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER .. --Tl1e 
hon. · n1ember desires to 1{110\V if t11e 
Government intends to malce a general 
increase in t11e salaries of civil ser
\-ants. Up to the present time there 
has never been any general den1and 
for a general increase but from time 
to time there have been special cases 
,vl1ere servants of the Crown have 
asked that their salaries be increased 
and when such occasio11s have arisen 
the Government has endeavoured to 
meet the requirements of all. There 
is a great deal i11 \vl1a1t the hon. gent
leman has said in relation to the am
ount paid to civil servants in this 
country as compared with the amount 
paid by other British colonies but, as 
I pointed out a day or two ago, we 
have to bear in mind · that this country 
is poorer than tl1e most of these do
minions. Take N e\v Zealand for in
stance. Last year a revenue of fifty 
millio11 dollars '\Vas collected from a 
million peo1)Ie, that is a population 
roughly four times as large as our 
ovvn. In other words, where 've col
lected three and a half n1illion dol
lars from a quarter of a million 1)€0-

ple they collected fifty millions fron1 
one million people. The reason of that 
is that the people of New Zeala11d 

have a greater earning po\ver than 
our people and consequently are able 
to pay more re-v,.e:1ue and so their Gov
ernment is able to pay higher wages to 
Governme11t officials.. I have never 
made a close calct1lation of the earn
ing power of our people but I sl1ould 

say that the sum of $400.00 would be 
the outside figure for each family, 
rtaking all classes into consideration. 
In New Zealand the earning power of 
each family is $1000.00 per annurn 

and consequently they are able to pa)~ 
n1ore taxes. vVhen ·we spealr of mak
i11g u general increase in tl1e Vlages 
of civil servants -vve have to reme111ber 
that it is the people \Vho v·vill 11ave to 
pay it. G-o to rthe homes of our people. 
Go around tl1e cot1ntry ancl co111e in 
close touch vvitl1 them and see ir the~l 
can afford to pay in ore. I -vvotl ld. like 
to have everybody happy an\i ii1 re
ceipt: of a good salary, fci.r rt;rrtoY·ed 

• • fror.a. temptation and I can sympaLri1'l.e 
\V5tl1 the sentiments of n1y hon. fric :nd 
!'or tlJey are v1ort11 _;r oi' l11m anrl \YtJrtl1v 
of il1e in11~ ulse th2t JJn,s actun,te ~ J1i111. 

"l' . t tl 1·r J lo "\Veve r, 11 o ·\v i ~ ! ::-.. ~ .i pr s c 1 a Le . : c a i -

iir:; Jty as he has i1i·.11self bc~'"l .- 1 .. ~.!~· 
ce;iver Gene·ra1 for a number of years 
;ir~d also a mem11(~r of tl1c Ss:1~c·11t ·i ·\rc 

Council. 
"· <2 regards the foe;:; I w cJ. :.; riot 

a ,-~·are of a11y case \Y}1(:~re fees \"'{8f'.3 col 
l'~)cted at all. I h[t v e al\vays 1111der~ 

st(;C1<.l that of late Jre'l: s all fe ~:; col
](:( i €d by the offici'1.1s ·:Jf tl1e V3.ri.c>11s 

c1e~J;: rtments went i-:.1t<, ·:he reve11t1(~ ()f 

t~1·J Colo11y. I u11dc1 star1d tl1a~ - ~vl1e11 

tltC' la\'1 \Vas passej i11 1399 there \Yer; 
~· f{='~\v special fe2s "vliic.:1-: ·\'/ere c:<)ll<?f:t
ed by individual~:; b11t this c1irl rJot ap
ply to n1any officials nor can it be 
said to be in any \Vay general. If my 
11on. frie11d l{no-vvs of any officials i11 
any of tl1e depart111e11ts vvl10 are col
lecting· fees ai1d 11olding· tl1em for tl1em
selv-es I sl1all be g·lad if he \Tvill let us 
li:11ov1. No official ht:!,s any rigl1t to 
collect any fees for hi;.nself eitl1er in 
tt1e Cro\vn Lands Department or in 
tl1e Ct1ston1s Hot1se. I spealr subject 
to correction but I understand that 
-vvhe11 the Customs officials do night 
-\vork as, for ins tance, \vhen an official 
gees on board a ship ir1 tl1e nigl1t to 
oblige the fir111 that ovvns her, then 
they collect an additional amount. 
'l1 hat is only right for the office is sup
posec1 rto cloBe at six o'clock ai1d when 
an official goe:1 on board a ship after 
tJ1at hour l1e ~f:: doing it n1ore to oblige 
the owners than tlle public. I am not 
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very conversant ,~ritl1 the facts of the 
L 

i11atter bt1t I understand that tl1is is 
the c::1se. Tl'1e same applies to the 
la-vv de1)art1n.ont for i10 fees are collect
ed by indi-,;riduals t11ere. If any are 
collected it is -vvrong and the Gov
ernme11t ought to kno-vv it so rthat 
it can ·b8 stopped. 1-\..s ,y·egards the 
general pri11ciple of increasing salar
aries, at tl1e present time we are not 
in a position to appoi11t a commission 
to i11ake reco1nmendations but we 
shall be glad fro1n time to time to 
co11sicl.er any applications that are 
rnade for increases and deal witl1 each 
on its merits. 

HON. rv'I IN ISTE R OF JUSTICE.
I am 1tl1orol1ghly in accord with what 
n1y 11on, friend opposite has said in 
ref ere11ce to paying civil servants fix
ed salaries instead of allowing them 
to collect fees. My hon. friend is mis
taken when 11e says that fees are col
lected in· n1y departn1ent for as a mat
ter of fact no fees are collected. 

MR. SH EA.-I just nlentioned it in 
a general vvay and am quite prepared 
to acce1)t in}r hon. friend's statement. 
I v1ish to nlake no charge but wish 
merel:)r to point Ollt ithat all officials 
shol1ld receive a defin_ite salary and 
no fees be given them. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
Some years ag·o a lot of fees were tak
en by col1rt officials but a change 
was m_ade about twelve years ago and 
i1ow all tl1es·e fees are paid in stampis. 
No fees -~lv-hatever are now paid in 
casl1. A 1t the time the change -vvas 
made tl1e salaries of the clerks were 
increased to compen,sate tl1em for the 

I' 

loss of these fees and, as the Hon. 
Premier 11as said, if there are any of
ficials receiving fees in cash at the 
present tin1e it is contrary to law, 
except those taken by a few Customs 
officials. 

HON, MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MINES.-It has been told me 
on a nu1nber of occasions that clerks 
in my departn1ent receive fees but, as 

: 

far as I kno\V, no clerlc receives any 
fees. 

Mr. Spealcer '"~esun1ed the chair. 
T11e Chairrr1a11 from tl1e Committee 

reported tl1at they 11ad considered the 
matter to them referred; had i)assed 
certain votes and asked leave to sit 

• again. 
P.f{0l\1ISCUOUS SPITTING BILL. 
MR. SQ U IR ES.--A draft of this Bill. 

\Vhich I have the 11onor to present, has 
been placed in the 11ands of 11on. mem
bers and they 11ave had an opportt1nity 
i10 doubit, of co11sidering tl1e provis
ionft contained therei11. I may say 
th:it tl1e Bill 11as been handed to me 
by the Hon. Mr. Harvey a11d he has 
reqt1ested ine to lay it before the 
I~Iouse for consideration. Tl1is it gives 
1ne great pleasure to do. 

This Bill is an outco1ne of tl1e splen 
did work wl1ich the hon. gentleman 
and his associates have been doing· 
and are doing i11 the nlatter of stan1p
ing ot1t tl1e dread disease of Con
Sl1mption vvhich is 11nfortl1ntely so 
prevalent an1ong our i1eople. The As
sociation for the Preventjon of Con
sun1ption is well known to tl1is House 
ar1cl to tl1e peo1)le of the country and 
it 11as ot1r s1trong Sl1pport i11 its ac
tive a11d aggressi\re campaig11. 'fl1e 
i)resent bill does not atte1npt too 
much but is merely a practical at
tc111pt to sl1ow ou.r people by educa-
1tional and other means the general 
danger to 11ealtl1 tl1at results from 
spitti11g and how esse11tial it is in the 
figl1t ag·ainst Tubercl1losis that spit
ting be 1}revented as much as pos
sible. Fro1n the general expression of 
01Ji11ion which one l'lears one is natt1r
ally led to believe that public senti
ment is in favor of any measure tl1at 
inigl1t be introdt1ced by the Hon. Mr . 

. 
IIarvey and tl1ose associated witl1 him 
in the noble \Vork wl1ich they have en
tered upon. Tl1e object of the Bill is 
.ratl1er educati,re tha.n preventive. It 
has been prussed by . the Legislative 
Council already and now comes be-

• 
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fore tl1e House for its consideration 
and I sincerely trust, its support. The 
Bill imposes a small pe11alty on tl1ose 
\Vho spit in such places as the public 
gatl1er or frequent and it casts a duty 
on janitors and others in cl1arge of 
pt1 blic places. 

The object of the Bill as I have al
ready intimated, is not that the mea
sure should be used for tl1e l)Unish
ment of those wl10 spit, but rather for 
the education of those who might be 
addicted to such a 11abit, and as a sug
gestion that those in authority sl1ould 
be able to take a n1ore definite atti
tude on this question than ~t present. 
In its original form this Bill was more 
stringent, as it was drafted upon the 
i11ore exacting legislation of itl1e Unit
ed States ancl Canada, but the meas
t1re as it stands at present is tl1e re
sult of our own particular require
ments, amended so as rto be educative 
rather tha11 punitive. It is one wl1ich 
I feel sure is worthy of the consider
atio11 of this Legislature, in view of 
the g·eneral movement towards the 
prevention of consumption, and to
\varcls the st1pport of those \Vho have 
given their time and efforts so un
stintingly ir.. that directio11. 

Tl1e various sections of tl1e bill can 
no dot1bt be fully dealt \vith in Com
mittee, but on the general principles 
of the bill, I 11ave very mucl1 pleasure 
i11 mo\ring its second reading. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-! 
beg to second tl1e proposition. 

The Bill was tl1ereupon read a sec
ond time and it was ordered thait it 
be referred to a Committee of the 
\Vhole House on tomorrow. 

COPYRIGHT BILL. 
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.

The object of this Act is to bring· our 
Acts in relation to co1)yright in con
formity with a Copyrig·ht Act whicl1 
vvas introduced last year in tl1e In1-
perial Parliament. The Bill proposed 
here is very short, and contains 3 sec-

-·r 

1tions. Section 1 brings into force tl1c 

Imperial Act. Tl1e 2nd. repeals Chap. 
110 of the C. S., and the 3rd section re
peals Chap. 111, wl1ich deals -vvith tl1e 
"In1portation of Books and the Pro
tection of the British Author." As rthe 
Eng·lisl1 copyrigl1t Act 11a,s not y.et been 
printed for tl1e· Committee,! would sug
gest that the bill be allowed to pass 
its l)resent stage without debate, and 
I will have the Act printed before it 
goes into Comn1ittee of the Whole 
I-Iot1se. The Bill "ras read a second 
time, and it was ordered that it be 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morro\v. 

EDUCATION BILL. 
· Pursuant to order and on motion of 

tl1e Hon. Prime Minister the Hot1se 
' . 

resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on "An Act further to an1end 
the 'Education Act, 1903' ." 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 
Mr. Parsons took the chair of Com-

mittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 
Tl1e Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
n1atter to them referred; and had 
passed the Bill 'vith some amend
ments. 

On motion this Report -vvas received 
and adopted; and it was ordered tl'lat 
the Bill be read a third time on to
morro-vv. 

RETIRING ALL10\iV ANCES BILL. 
Pursuant to Order and on motion of 

the I-Ion. Minister of Justice the Bill, 
"An Act to provide for ceritain R.etir-
1r1g _A .. lowances" "\Vas read a seco11.d 
time; and it 'vas ordered that it be re
ferred to a committee of the "'\Vhole 
House on to-morrow. 

NOTICES OF MOTION. 
The Hon. lVIinister of Finance ancl 

Customs gave Notice that 11e wot1ld 
on to-morrow move the House into 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
certain Resolutions to provide for the 
raising of a sum of nioney by loan for 
the 1extension of the railway system 
of the Colony. 
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Tl1e Hen. JVIinister of Finance and 
Customs gave :r~otice that he would 
ask leave to 1no\re tl1e Hot1se into Co1n-
1nittee of the \Vhole on to-morrow to 
consider certai11 Resolutions to prc
vide for the raising of a st1m of n1oney 
for the co11struction of telephone3 i~1 

N evvfoundland in connection v'liLl1 the 
Postal System of itl1e Colony. ...4-lso foe 

the ft1rtl1er extension of the lig;htl1ot1se 
service of the Colony. 

The I-Ion. l\1J11ister of Finance and 
Customs gave Notice that he woul(l 
on Tvionday next, l\1arch 25th, ask 
leave 1to move t11e I-Iouse into 
mittee of the \Vhole on \Va)rs 
l\tieans. 

Con1-
and 

Tl1e remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It \Vas moved and seconde,j that 
when the Ho11se rises it adjourn until 
to-morrovv, Thursday, March 21-st., at 
three of the clock in rthe after110011 

The House the11 adjourned accc)rd
ingly. 

THURSDAY, Maret~ 21. 
The House met at three of tl1P c1nc1\: 

in the after11oon, pur3t1ant to adjrJllTTI-

can, tl1e petitioners asl{ that tl1e 
steamer call once each v'veek 011 her 
return from Clarenville. 

Also a pE:tition from Frank Single, 
and either residents, of N evv Chelsea, 
praying that the settlement, vvl1icl1 
was formerly l~nown as Seal Cove, be 
g'iven telepl1one connection witl1 Hant's 
Harbor, -vvl1ere there is a Government 
Telegraph office. I=>etitioners also 
pray that the Post Office · at New 
Chelsea be also made a Money Order 
Office, as at p,resent it is very inco11-
venient to travel to Hant's Harbor to 
transact Money Order business. I 
have pleasure in giving my _st11Jport to 
these peJtitions and ask that they be 
referred to the Department of the Col
onial Secretary. 

MR. LeFEUVRE-M1~. Speake.:, I 
beg leave to present a petition fro1n 
Burin asking for the sum of $600 to 
rebuild a road leading to Burin Bay. 
Also a petition from Burin BaJr on tl1e 
subject of a road. Also a petition from 
Lawn and tl1e adjoining· settlements 
on the subject of a public wharf. I 
11ave much pleasure in supporting 
these petitions and I ask thait they be 

ment. received and referred to the depart-
PErI1ITIONS. ment to wl1ich t11ey rel.ate. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICLTURE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-
AND f\'i IN ES.-Mr. Speal::er, 1 1J<:~g 

leave to present a petitio11 fro111 Nev\"
to-vv11, District of Bonavista, frl1n1 t1-ie 
Fishermen's Protective U11ion on t1i_ E~ 

subject of a general election in 1912. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRE-fAR'Y.

Mr. S1)eaker, I aslr leave to prese11t a 
petition fron1 Robert J. Matthe'vvs a,nd 
otl1er reside11ts of N evv Perlicil.11, Dis
trict of Trinity, praying that N 0-vv Per
lican be n1ado a regular port of call 
for the S.S. Etl1ie. Petitioners point 
out tha1t, in tl1e past, persons ·wtshir-!g 
to talre passage or send frieght by t11e 
E t l1ie, could only connect -vvitl!. the 
steamer at Heart's Content, a d.is

rtance of tl1ree nliles from New I_)erli
can. If it is found in1possible for the 
Ethie to call reig;t1larly at Nevv Perli-

' • 

Mr. Spealrer, I beg leave to lJresent a 
petition fro111 1tl1e inhabitants of 111-
dian Arn1 on the subject of 11olding an 
election dt1ring the coming fall, · and 
otl1er p11blic matters. Also a petition 
from the i11habitants of Salvag.e Bay 
on the san1e subjecit. Also one ·from 
tl1e people of Bonavista on tl1e same 
st1bject. Also a petition from Badger's 
Qt1ay and Valleyfield on the question 
of tl1e necessity for legislation in re
lation, to Sunday observance in con
nection wi1th the seal fishery · and 
coastal service. Also a petition from 
Charlettetown on the same subject. 
Also a petition from Salva,ge Bay in 
connection with a ,road and other 
matters. Also a petition from Indian 

, 

Arm on the same subject. A petition 
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fro111 Bonavista on the subject of a 
read. Also a petition from Keels 
pointing out the necessity of a pub
lic wharf at rtl1at place and aslcing for 
a grant of $1,000 for that l)Urpose. The 
petitions show their bona fides by 
saying that if this. grant i,s mad·e they 
are prepared to give free labol1r to 
the \Vorl\:. I ask 1that these petitions 
be received and referred to the de
partments to which they relate. 

MR. PARSONS.-Mr. Speaker,, 011 

behalf of His Honor tl1e Speaker, I beg 
leave top.resent a petition from the in
habitants of Brig·us, asking that the 
stea1ner going north or south call at 
Cuttl1rcat. It "\Vould be a great con
\renience to the people of that local
ity. The itin1e taken "\vould not be 
11alf an 11our and it would mean much 
to the fishermen \Vho go out to their 
fishing· operations from there. I asl{ 
that this petition be received and re
f erred to· the· Department of the Col
onial Secretary. 

HON. l\~lNISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 
-I beg leave to present a i)etition 011 

the same subject as that just intro
duced by n1y friend, Mir. Parsons. It 
is from the l)eople of Port de Grave 
and Harbor Main asking thait the La
brador boat call at Cutthroat. They 
state that over 100 fishermen in that 
locality are at a gr·eat ·disad
vantage through the steamer not mak
ing a call there. This matter l1as, I 
understand, been the subject of agi
tation for a few years and I 11ope the 
departmen1t of the Colonial Secretary 
will give the question its grave con
sideration. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND.-Mr. 
Speaker, I beg leave to ·p.resent a peti
tion from Martin Phillips and a large 
number of other inhabitants of Twil
ling·ate wh,o are, as. petition sitates, of
ficer:s and members of the Fishe.rmen's 
Protective Union of Newfoundland. 
The n1ain p·rayer of the petition is tl1at 
a g·eneral election be held in Novemb2r 

1912, for tl1e purpose of enabling tl1e 
·peopl·e to expr.ess th·eir ,riew,s d.n yefer
ence to ma.tteTs of very great import
ance tl1at ,are set fo.r tl1 in th·e petition. 
The p·etiti,oners state they tl1ey view 
\Vith rthe gravest concern the great ex
penditure of public mon·ey,s and es
peciall}~ in connection with tl1e policy 
of branch railvvays. They aslc that 
no new loan bill be introduced until 
the people express their vie-vvs on pub
lic ·expenditure and that no new rail
way ·work even under existing con
tracts, be done without proper st1r-

veys being subn1itted to the Legisla
ture. This, Mr. Speaker, as you -vvill 
obs.erve is a petitio11 of l1nusual i1n
port and I thinlc that it deserves at 
a11y rate so far as expenditure is con
cerned, lthe g·ra vest consideration of 
this I-Io11se. The question of holding 
an election in the autumn of 1912 is 
one, of course, that rests entirely with 
the (}overnment themselves, but the 
holdirLg of an elecition after the first 
of June, 1913, is a matter that rests 

entirc1y with His Excellency the Gov
ernor. I \vould aslc, sir, that this peti
tion be read for the information of the 
House. Also a petition from Reuben 
LeDrew and others of Pilley's Island, 
officers and members of the F. P. U. 
of Nfld. Also a petition from George 
J. Normore and others of Port Anson, 
Twillingate, officers and members of 
the F. P. U. Also petitions from 
Leander Rowsell and oithers of Lead
ing Ticlcles; Ed. J. Richards and eth
ers of Pike's Arm; Alfred Hussey and 
others of Moreton's Harbor; Simeon 
Cull and others of Comfort Cove; Rob-

ert Boone and others of Clarke's Beach 
in the district of Port de Grave; Jas. · 
Noel and others of Freshwater, Bay 
de Verde District; Garland Cloutney 
and others of Catalina, in the District 
of Trinity; Thomas Sparlrs and others 

of Sibley's Cove, Trinit)r Bay; Art hur 

Hiscock and others of Hant's Harbor, 
Trinity Bay; vVilliam Harris and otl1-

• 
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ers of New Melbourne; Samuel Adey 
and o·tl1ers of Hant's Harbor, Trinity 
Bay; also from Patriclt Larkin and 
others of of Broad Cove in the District 
of Bonavista, on the same st1bject; al
so from Ernest Tilley and others of 
Newman's Cove in the District of 
Bonavista; also from Eliol Greening 
of Musgrave ,._['o-vvn, Bona vista; also 
from John Reilly and others of St. 
Brendan's, Bona vista; also from 
Joseph Kean and others of Shalloway 
Cove, Bonavista; also from Albert 
Howe and others of Brooklyn, Bona
vista; also a petition from Robert 
Evans and others of Northern Arin in 

a bridge on the main lino fron1 Per
ry's Harbor to Kettle Cove. · Petition
ers thinlr it wot1ld be well to remove 
the old sitructure at present there and 
construct a new bridge in another posi
tion altogether. The distance is 
about 360 feet and for a sum of $500 
a substantial bridge COllld be erected 
tl1ere. I beg tha1t tl1is be referred to 
the Department of Public Works. 

Also a petition from J. B. Osmond 
and others of l\'1oreto11's Harbor, on 
tl1e subject of . bt1lto-vvs. Petitioners 
aslc tl1at bulto-vvs b~ permitted on the 
waters of l'I otre Daine Bay in certain 
lin1its at present prohibited. The peo-

tl1e District of Twillingate, on ;the ple in that part of the District vvere 
same subject. 

It is very evident, sir, from the 
nt1mber of these petitions and the 
numerous signatures attached rthereto, 
tl1at there is at present a widespread 
feeling of alarm in this country as re
gards public expenditure, and every 
one of them su1)ports the position rthat 
I 11ave taken in this House in refer
ence to public expenditure since the 
opening of this session. I n1ove that 
tl1e.se ·petitions lie upon tl1e table a11d 
be referred to tl1e Department of the 
Colonial Sec1r1e.tary. 

I also beg· to present a petition from 
Abel Anstey and others of l{eittle Cove 
on the subject of a landing place in 
that locality. Petitioners point out 
tl1at it is extremely difficulit for boats 
to land freight at I<:ettle Cove at pre
sent when there is no launchway, no 
landing place or other convenience of 
any }}:ind. They are a thriving and 
enterprising communi1ty, and I hope 
tl1e Department of Marine and Fisher
ies ma.y be able to inake s11fficient i1ro
vision for them. They do not say 
what sum is required, but no doubt 
the Department can make an estimarte 
as to the i)robable cost of the llnder
taking and allocate such amount. 

Also a petition from George ·weir 
and others of Twillingate Norith, ask
ing for a sum of money to construct 

~ 
' ' 

i1ever consulted in ithe n1atter.; and 
since tl1e law was passed many yearis 
ago many more people have moved 
there. They feel it an injt1stice to be 
debarred from l)rosecuting the fishery 
in tl1e immediate neighborhood of 
their 11omes. I beg to refer this to 
the Depar1t1nent of Marine and Fish
eries, and that if the request is a reas
onable one the Government ma.y be 
pleased to n.ccede to it. 

Also a petition from Alfred I-It1s
sey and others of l\1oreton's Harbor, 
officers and n1en11Jers of the F. P. U. 
Tl1is petition is · of a general charact-
. . 
er; it asks for $500 to construct a 
public wharf at Herring Neck, $500 to 
complete a wharf at l\1oreton's Har
bor, $500 for a road at Lewisporte and 
so on. Also a petition from H. G. 
Cull and others of Comfort Cove upo11 
ithe same subject Also a petition from 
Daniel Rideout and others of Twillin
gate Long Island on the same st1bject. 
Also a petition from Edward Richards 
and others of Herring Neck on t11e 
sa1ne subject. Also a petition from 
Leander Rowsell and others of Lead
ing Tickle.s on tl1e .same subject. Also 
a pe1tition fron1 Peter Anstey and o-::h
ers of Twillingate on the same sub
jct At~o a petition from Jacob Evans 
and others of Norther11 Ann, T'villin
gate, on the same subject. Also a i)eti-
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tion from Reuben LeDrew and others 
of Pilley's Island, Twillingate, on the 
sa111e subject. 

These petitions all emanate from 
the F. P. U., and I trust that an en
dea~1or "\Vill be made to meet the pray
er of the petitioners. I move that 
tl1ey do lie upon the table and be re
ferred to the Department of tl1e Col
onial Secretary. 

Also a petition from Patrick Larkin 
and others of Broad Cove, Bonavista, 
members of the F. P. U. These peti
tions aslt for telephone extension, the 
connection of Newman's Cove and 
Amherst Cove and other places, and 
other local requirements. 

I com111end these several matters 
• 
also to the consideration of the Gov-
ernment, and move that they lie upon 
the table and be referred to the De
.partment of the Color:Lial Secrteary. 
Also a p,etition from Josepl1 Kean and 
oth~rs of Shalloway Cove on the same 
subject. Also a petition from Eliol 
Greening and others of Musgrave Hr F 

on the same subject. Also a petition 

from Ernest Tilley and others of New
man's Cove on tl1e same subject. Also 
a petition from Thomas Hogan and 
others of St. Bre11dan's on the same 

• 
subject. Also a petition from Henry 
Bartlett and others of An1herst Cove 
in rthe , District of Bona vista on the 
san1e subject. Also a petition from . . 
Albert Hovve and others of Brool\:lyn, 
Bonavista, on the same subject. Also 
a petition from Artliur Hiscock and 
O·thers of Fox IIarbor, officers and 
i11embers of the F. P. U., praying for 
telephone and telegra1Jh conr1ection 

and other inatters of public interest. 
Also a petition from Archibald Tar
gett and others of Hant's Harbor on 
the same st1bject. Also a petition 
from Thos. Sparkes and others of Sib
ley's Cove 011 the same subject. Also 
a petition from New Harbor', Trinity 
Bay, on the same subject. Also a 
p8titi611 fro111 Isaac G11lly ai1d otl1ers 

of Catalina on the same subjec·t. Also 
a petition fro1n Willian1 Parsons and 
others of Bay de \r erde District, n1e1n
bers of the F. P. U., asking for the 
extension of the branch rail-vvay to 
Grate's Cove ancl various public works 
required in tl1e s~veral sett len1ents 
n1entio11cd i11 the lJetition. 

I beg to move that all tl1ese peti
tions lie upon the table and be refer
red to tl1e Department of the Colonial 
Secreta~--y. 

RT. H 0 N. P R I M E r-li I N I STE R .
NI r. Speaker, in sup1)orti11g the last 
petition in relation to exte11sion of the 
rail\vay I n1ay say that that has al
ready been decided on, and provided 
for, and a survey made as far as 
Grate's Cove. Coming as it does from 
the Fisherme11's Protective Union, re
presented by my Rt. Hon. friend, it is 
especially '\vorthy of attention. I may 
add a fe"\v words in relation to the first 
petition presented by my hon. friend, 
the one in relation to an election next 
fall and the raising of any further 
money for railvvay purposes, and the 
pro1)iety of an election in the spring 
of the year, and other matters. I need 
hardly say tl1at a petition so largely 

signed and by so n1any representative 
men .a.nd from an organization such as 
the F. P. U. must al~vays have the 
very best attention of the Legislat11re, 
and I feel tl1ere is no necessity for ine 
to invol\:e tl1at attention, for tl1e 
reason that it is already most gladly 
g"iven. I d'esire to assur,e tl1e Rt. 11on. 
n1ember that tl1e facts set forth in the 
lJetitions 1the1nselves do not endorse 
the alarm that 11e clain1s to have found 
to exist. There is no alarm to-day in 

Newfo1111dland in relation to public 
expenditure or the policy of the Gov
er11111ent. Tl1e pet itioners say that 
they are alarn1ed to find tl1at vvhen 
the brancl1 railways to Bonavista and 
Trepassey are completed, with their 
tern1i11als, extras, ar1c1 rigl1t of vva y, the 
fo11r rr1illio11 clollars \Vill be e :(l1a11s i~ ed. 
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That is because t11e facts set forth in 
these petitions .are not fairly re·pre
sentecl to tl1ose \Vl10 .signed tl1 .. em. I 
!1ave no \, doubt that every signature to 
tl1ese petitions would be, with·dTawn 
and cancelled \vithout a moment's 
hesitation if I or anyone in this House 
had an opportunity of explaining to 
the petitioners that the facts set forth 
here are not correct. All tl1ese peo
ple have signed tl1ese petitions on the 
representation that the facts stated in 
them are true while as a matter of 
fact the statements are g·ross misre
presentations in relation to the Gov
er11ment and in relation to 1nyself. The 
petitioners say: "We believe from 
the speech clelivered by Sir Edward 
l\'Iorris at the opening of the Burin 
Agricultural Exhibition and by other 
members of the Government at the 
ceremony of tl1rning t11e first sod of 
the Trepasse)',. branch that it is con
templated rto enter into ne\v and larg
er contracts \vith the Reid Newfound
lancl Company." I never made any 
such statement and neither did any 
n1inister at the opening of the Trepas
sey bruncl1 or the turning of the first 
sod or at any other time. That is an 
absolutely false statement and should 
not ha •1e been 11laced in a petition and 
sent to lJar,ties to sign without an ex
pla=.0,tion. The staten1ent that I made 
at Burin and that I have already made 
in this Ho11se (in reply, I think, to the 
R·t . Hon. Leader of the Opposition) 
\Vas tl1at when tl1is Government ap
pcal3 to the co11ntr}r again it \Vill be 
011 a furth .er railroad extension policy. 
That is what I stated in Burin; that 
is wl1at I have stated over and. over 
again; and that is \\'l1at has been in 
tho press-; but the Government has 
been misrepresented. Everyone 
l-':nO\VS that a n1ile of rail\vay can't be 
built ·vvitho11t tl1e sanction of this 
I-Iouse, ,~vithout leg·islation. This 
Go•1ernment \vent to 1tl1e country three 
years ago on a \1rell-defincd polic}r as 
r cg·ards railways. vVe named the 

,. 

' • 

brancl1es. We stated iin our manifesto, 
i1ot alone ii1 the Spri11g b11t in the 
Aut·umn, that \Ve \Vere going to b-µild 
rive branch rail\vays ~ and the coun
try 11ad ample time to thoroughly un
derstand \Vhat that policy meant al
most to the inile, at least those \Vho 
\Vere competent to judge. The Leader 
of tl1e Opposition in the .... L\.utumn elec
tion raised that ql1estion in his own 
manifesto, a week after ours came out. 
He pointed out to the country-as he 
11ad a perfect right to do-wl1at that 
policy meant. He pointed out that rthe 

· construction of these five branch rail
'vays meant 190 miles of new railroad 
at a cost of fifteen thousand six hun
dred dollars a mile or nearly two mil
lion eight hundred :thousand dollars. 
it is only a matter of making calcul
atio11 as to t11e n1ileage. l\lly O\Vn esti
mate \Vas son1ething lilre 250 miles. I 
clid not tie n1yself do\vn to that be
cause I stated that it might be more, 
and that I tho.tight it would be more. 
The Hon. Mr. Anderson, speaking in 
the T. A. Hall for the then Govenn
ment and sitting between two mem
bers of tl1e Executive Council, fix:ed 
itl1e mileage a.t 275 miles in his mani
festo; and the present Leader of the 
Opposition, the tl1en Leader of tl1e 
Government, thoug·ht, and, as 11e has 
stated in this House during the pre
sent session, on the estimate of the 
Government Engineer, 190 miles. We 
\Vere all out to some extent. I said 
250 but I said I thougl1t it would be a · 
little more and no\v I fi11d that it will 
be nearer 340; but it \Vould not be 300 
if it had not been for the necessary 
detours made in order to connect set
tlements. Take one case. We could 
have built a rail\\ray to Heart's Con
tent 1that would not be more than 15 
miles long if \Ve had gone across the 
barrens from Carbor1ear, but that rail
'''"a:r. ,,;ould have served i10 011e. In
stead of that, vve went down from Dil
do to Heart's Content and connected 
6,000 persons but we 11ad t@ leng·then 
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t11e road 15 miles. So tl1at it is not 
fair, not just, and not honest to pu.t 
such a statement into a petiton and 
send that petition broadcast all over 
the country and ask n1en to sig11 it. 
No\v I have seen a great many of these 
petitions, I liave had some of them 
sent to me, and I l{now many of the 
signatures-honest, res1)ectable, honor
able fishern1en of Newfoundland that 
\vould cut off t11eir right hands before 
tl1ey \'v-ould sign a i)etitio11 if they be
lieve·d ithat tl1e statements they were 
signing were not correct. There is no 
intentio11 to extend railway one mile 
further than -vve have contracted for 
or than has been sanctioned by tl1is 
Legislature-not one mile. It was 

never stated by me or by any other 
:minister or by any me1nber of the 
Government or by any newspaper sup
porting it, and it \Vas put in here 
merely for the purpose of misleading 
and deceiv-ing those vvho had not an 
opportunity of testing the statements 
and judging· for tl1emsel,res. I say it is 

not fa.ir to these1 people a.nd it place.s 
them in a false light. If t11ose state
ments were true-if the railroad were 

going to be extended hundreds of miles 
vvithout the authority of tl1e Legisla· 
ture, t11·en there could be no possible 
objectio11 to such a petition being 
signed. Tl1ese people \vould be \vell 
occupied in signing the peti1tion an(l 
e·ven taking harsher n1easures. But 
there ne'lier was any such intention. 
No one in this House and no 011e out
side the House ever heard of such a 
thi11g. vVhat, then, is the mea11ing·, 

wl1at is tl1e object, what pos.s.ible good 
can co1ne from making these misre
presentations and asking these people 
to subscribe to facts that are absolute
ly untrue? As I have said, there is not 
a r.o.an \Vhose sig·natt1re is ;to one of 
these petitions but that if I could come 
into contact with .him to-ni £:l1t and 

~ 

point out rto him that the stateme11ts 

sig·ned are absolutely untrue but would 
· withd1ra,w .11is name, and tl1en I 
would not care to undertalre to say 
-vvhat vvould happen to the parties -vvho 
made these staten1ents a11d deceived 
these people. It is unfair to tl1em, be
cause they have no means of testing 
these statements. I sit do\vn and 
\vrite out a petition a11d send it 011t to 
my constitue11ts in Petty Harbor to be 
signed-a petition reflecting on hon. 
members on the other sicle of the 
House-and the people out tl1ere, 
lt110\Tving me for a great number of 
years, naturally assume that the state
n1ents which I have put into that p"eti-

. tion are correct, and they sign it. 
That is the position. Some hundreds 
of these petitions are prepared in St. 
Jol111's-'.vritten by one party-and 
then se11t broadcast all over tl1e coun
try. If there is any alarm it is in the 
individual ·1v-ho wrote these petitions~ 

and -vvho, a few days ago, in his or
gan, endorsed tlie \';,rhole polic.y of the 
present Govern111cnt in relation to 
railways. Vvi1yT tl10 12.st petition pre
sented by tl1e Rt. I-Ic::.1. L8ader of the 
Op1)ositicn tl1is evc11ing is one praying 
for tl1e construction of c:t rail\T1ay to 
Grate's Cove 

Tl1e11, ag·ain, anctl1er absolutely i11-

correct staten1ent: "In tl1e speech de
livered by Sir Ed'\·vard 1\Torris i::.1 in
trod11cing tl1e rail·vv-ay resolutions i11to 
the Asscml)ly on February 3rd, 1910, 
the country '\Vas assured that the 
branch rail1,vays \'lculd bo completed 
by a charge of $4,000,000 to tl1e public 
debt." I i1e-1er n1ado a11y sucl1 state-
1nent. I pointed cut tl1at $4,000,000 
\Vould pay for tl1e cozt of construction 
at $15,000 a mile. I made no estimate 
of tl1e cost of rigl1t of '7vay, of fencin[:.;, 
of stations, of additional rolling st1')Cl\:. 

\Vl1y any n1a11 \vith even a rudimen.t<1ry 
knowledge of the subject l;;:no'\vs tl1a,t 

tl1e cost of rail\vays i11 tl1is cctlrttrs 
up to date has been . $19;000 a ri_i1o. 
"rl1at is \vl1at the rail\'vay to Port ~1,Ll.'\'. 

contained in t11at petition wl1icl1 110 has Basqr•_es cost-$19,000 a i11ile. "l'l-lc 

• 

• 
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contract was $15,600 for bare co11-
s1truction; then we paid for tl1e rjght 
of way, \vl1ich cost about $·1,000 a mile 
-that is what the right of way cost 
from 11ere to Carbonear:..-tl1at bring·s 
it up to $17,500; then you have fe11c
ing, you have stations, you ha,le 
wharves, and additional rolling .:;to(~k 

over and above wl1at is provided f<)r 

under the contract. In speakinb 011 

those resolutions I made it perfectly 
clear as to what my calculations "\\~ere. 
I said 250 miles of road at $15,000 a 
n1ile-ithat brings you \Vithin a fe,,r 

dollars of your four millions. I 11ever 
said tl1at that amount would complete 
the whole thing; and it is not fair to 
the people \vho signed these i)etitions 
rto make tl1ese misre1)resentations. But, 
like chiclrens, they \Vill come ho1ne to 
roost. These statements \vill prove a 
bco111erang to those who made then1 
just as surely as I am discussing 
therr1 11ere this evening. People are 
not as easily gulled now as they \Vere, 
and wl1en they con1e to understand 
tl1at they are merely being used as 
tools they \Vill resent it in a way that 

· \vill not be pleasant for tl1ose wl10 are 
e11dea voring to use them. 

Then rthe petition goes on to say: 
"In view of tl1e possible danger aiieau 
of our beloved country arising from 

- his tinparalleled reckless expenditure," 
-vVhat reclrless expenditure? vVh.at 
expenditure is going on in this cot1n
try to-day that has not been paralie1ed 
by other ad1ninis·trations, I should like 
to k11ow? vVe have i10 deficits. We 

not alone pay our way but we have 
.large surpluses that we hand back to ,, 
the people-hundreds of thousands of 
c1ollars that go back every year to the 
very i)eople fron1 \vl1om we collected 
then1, -v•1itl1 this clifference, that the . 
\\' l1ole surplus g·oes back to the poor 
\vl1ile \Ve collect it from rich and poor 
alilce, and in that \Vay we get to some 
cxte11t evc11 \Vitl1 the \Vell-to-do, who 
011ly pay~ tl1e sa111e taxes as ithe poor-

. 
• 

est fisherman in the country. 
' 

And then, speaking of the election, 
tl1e petitioners ask: "That no am
endment may be made to the Act re
specti11g the House of Assembly and 
the po\vers and privileges there-Of, or 
the possible exercise of the po\vers of 
His Excllency the Governor to length
en tl1e life of tl1e present Parliament, 
and that it be not prolonged beyond 
November, 1912." Anotl1er misrepre
sentation. These people must have 
been informed that we were going to 

prolong the life of Parliament by an 
amendment to the Act, and that we 
were going to interfere witl1 the pre
rogative of His Excellency. There is 
no such intention. Then they are 
alarmed about a spring election. It 
is not the policy or intention of this 
Government to have a spring election, 
and outside this petition no one ever 
heard of it; and it is put in here nlere
ly to create alarm, misrepresent tl1e 
facts, and deceive those who signed 
these petitions. No\v, I have already 
stated, Mr. Speaker, that the next 

general election 'vill take place in the 
autumn of 1913. I made rthat state
ment early in the session so that there 
might be no misunderstanding 011 this 
important public matter, and so that 
it would not be possible for the Oppo
sition to say that an unfair advantage 
",~as talren of them or that an election 
''ias rushed on them, That is the con
stitt1tional time to hold an election; 
and no vote wlll be taken for tl1e vot
er's list or for the holding of an elec
tion until next session. I entirely 
agree with the petitioners-and I 
would have signed this petition myself 
on tl1at point if I were a member of 
the Fishermen's Union or any other 
Union-\vhen they say that if an elec
tion vvere held in rthe spring·, when 
large numbers of fishermen are look
ing for supplies, the merchants would 
11ave an 11ndue influence over those 
needing· fishing outfits; but is it fair 
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or just to µut a state1nent like that in
to a petition ancl send it broadcast all 
over the country-, as if vve were looking 
for or courting a spring election? Ev
ery one knows that although we have 
11ad re1)resentative government in 
Ne\vfol1ndland since '33-nearly eighty 
years-and over 25 g·eneral elections, 
we have only had three spring elec
tions, and that in every case these 
\Vere necessitated by some accident. 
vVe had one three years ago. Every 
one knovls vvhy. The general election 
took place in the autumn and we 
came bacl{: 18 to 18, arid a dissolution 
took place in tl1e spring-. It \Vas neces
sa.ry that tbete shot1ld be a general 
election beca.use tl1ere \Vas no supplJr. 

·Supply hacl J)een vroted llP to tl1e Jt1ne 
follo'\ving tl1e g·eneral election and 
vvo11ld have run out on the 30th J11ne, 
and it was necessary to have a new 
Parlian1ent. That cannot arise in the 
present case.. '\Vl1en we adjourn here 
next session S1rpply ,.,.1ill have bee11 
voted until July, 1911. Yesterday \Ve 
voted supply until tl1e 1st July, 1913; 
and '\Vhen the session closes next 
l\11arch or .L.\.pril \Ve will have voted ev
ery iten1 of su1)ply until the 1st. July, 
1914.-ton months after the 11olding of 
the general election in 1913. Tl1e ar
gt1r;1er1t does not apply a.t all. Tl1e 
people have been decei\red-unfairly 
deceived. 

'(11.,11at no nc\v· railway worlr, even 
t1nder existi11g contracts, be undertak
en without the s11rve~,rs being submit
ted to the Legislature." Anotl1er case 
of deception. There never vvas a 
mile of rail\vay survey submitted to 
tl1is Legislature since '\Ve .began to 
bl1ild rail\-vays. I have i10 do11bt that 
tl1e people sig·ni11g tl1at petition were 
told that sometl1ing wrong was being 
done and tl1at surveys \Vere being 
\vithheld fron1 the Legislature. It 
would be impossible for this Leg·isla
ture to spend months a11d n1onths and 
montl1s, day and night, over all the 
intricacies and i11azes of a rail\vay 
survey. Tl1at can only be clone by the 

Government Eng·ineer and by a Con1-
mittee of this l-Iot1se i11 the shape of 
the Governor in Council. 

· The Hon. Minister of Finance and 
Custo1ns laid upon t11e table of tl1e 
Hot1se the following statements: -

Colonial Secretary's Departmental 
Trust Account, 1910-1911; Telegraph 
Extension, Twillingate, 1910-1911; 
Rail way Arbitration Awards, 1910-
1911; lVIarine Works Trust Account, 
1910-1911; Teachers' Pension Fund, 
1910-1911. 

SUPPLY RESOLUTIONS. 
The Cl1airman from tl1e Committee 

of 1tl1e vVl1ole 011 Sup1)ly re1)orted cer
tain Resolutions, \Vhicl1 Viere read a 
first time as follo\vs: -

Supple1nental Supply·, 1911-1912, . 
$248,643.59. 

Tl1e said Resolt1tions being read a 
second time, it was ordered that the 
House concur vvith the Committee 
thereip., and the said Resolution \'Vas 

agreed to. 

QUESTIONS. 
MR. CLAPP asked the Ho11. 1\1inis

t(:r nt Justice if a Mrs. Cra\vley, in 
the District of Harbor lVIai11, \Vas con
victed last Spring· of shebeening·; and, 
if so, \Vl1y notice of the san1e \Vas not 
published, a11d '\Vl1at fine \Vas imposed 
on lVIrs. Cra\vley, and if it \Vas paid; 
also, if after ithe said conviction Mrs. 
Cravvley was again sumn1oned for a 
similar offence, and to lay up.on tl1e 
table a report of the l\11agistrate in re
lation thereto and a copy of all cor
respondence that took place between 
the Constable and Magistrate and Sup
erintendent St1llivR,n and the Depart
ment of the Minister of Justice in re
lation thereto. 

HON. MI NI STER JUSTICE -In re-

ply to tl1e c1t1estion aske·d by the hon. 
g·entleman I 9eg to say tl1at Mrs. 
Crawley was convicted before Ma.gis-
trate O'Toole in January, 1911, of a 
b.reac.11 of tl1e 15tl1 section of tl1e Tem
perance Act. I am not a ware vvl1ether 
notice ·of the con,.riction was publisl1ed. 

• 

I 
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I 11a ve enquired from tl1e Magistrate. 
and have been inf.ormed that he· sent 

· tl1e usual notiice to the Daily News 

lVIrs. Crawley was fined $50, vvhich 
amount was paid. Subsequently Mrs. 
Crawley was a.gain summoned for a 
similar offence and the ca.se was dis
m'issed. It has not be.en possible 
since yesterday to look up the the 

Contract: and, if so, to state wl1ere 
the lands are situated. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
In reply to the Rt. .hon. gentleman I 
would say that no lands have been 
taken up by the contractors under tl1e 
1910 contract. 

MR. GEAR asked tl1e lVIinister of 
Public Works to lay on the table of 

correspondence, but I will attend to this House a statement showing 
that and will g·et a copy of same for 
tl1e hon. g·en tleman. 

MR. CLAPP a.sked tl1e Minister of 
Public vVorks to lay upon the table of 
the House a statement of all Special 
Grant expenditure in Chapel's Cove, 
District of Hrurbor Main, 1911. 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.-
lVIr. Speaker, in reply to the 11on. 
member I beg to say that the state· 
men t is being prepared. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked the 
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and 
l\'.Iines wl1at a,reas of the Oil Sl1ales 

' 
near Deer Lake, have been lea.sed or 
g·ranted, and wl1e11 and to whom sucl1 
areas \Vere leased or g·ranted. 

HON MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 
MIN ES-Mr. Speaker, I beg to say 
t11at I will give the hon. g·entleman 
tl1e info:rm.ation to-morrow. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked the 
Hon. Colonial Secretary 'if the Gov
ernment has entered into any agT,ee
ment with any person or persons re
specting the working of Oil Shales in 
tl1is Colony; a.nd, if so, to lay a copy 
of such agreement upon the table of 
this House. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
In reply to the 11on. gentleman I beg 
to sa:y- that no agreement has been 
ma.de. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked tl1e 
I-Jon. Colonia1 Secretary if tl1e Rail
way Contra,ctors, under the 1.910 Co~ 
tra.ct, have taken up the lands to 
\Vl1icl1 tl1ey· are entitled t1nder that 

• • 

a1nount of all special monies for roa;ds 
and b:ridges, District of Carbonear, 
and by wl1om spent, si'nce May, 1909, 
and for what punpose; .also, state-
ment of repairs, wltl1 cost, to the 
Carbonear Postal Building since May, 
1909, to date. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.-The 
statement is in tl1e course of prepar
ati.on .. 

MR. GEAR asked the ~1inister of 
Public vV01~ks to lay on the table of 
this House ,a statement, sl1owing 
amount of all special monie.s allocated 
for :l\iarine \Vorl\:s, District of Carbon~ 
ear., since May, 1909, to date, by wl1om 
spent and for what purpose; also, to 
ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary for 

retu·rns of tl1e Carbonear Postal and 
Teleg:raph Office for the fiscal ~rear 

ending June 30th, 1911. 
MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.-I lJeg 

to lay -on the Table tl1e statement 
asked for. 

MR. GEAR aslred the l\!Iinister of 

Marine and Fisheries to lay on the 
table of this House a statement shc)\\T
ing salary of Inspector of Plclrled 
Fisl1; also what increa.se, if a,ny, in 
his salary for tl1e. past two years. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
On bel1a1f of tl1e IVIinister of Marine 
and Fis.heries I beg to say that the 
salary of the I11speotor of Pickled 
Fi.sl1 is $600. There· has been no in
crease. 

MR. GEAR a.sked the Minister of 

Pt1blic vVorks to lay on the tal)le of 
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tl1is House statement sl1owing len .r; tl1 

of time the Inspector of tl1e N·3vV 
Pt1blic Building at Harbor J-ra.ce ~1as 

been en1ployed, 11ow m11cl1 11as 1Jt:8'1 

paid 11im and 11ow long is tl1e position 
to last. 

Mll\J. OF PUBLIC WORKS-I be·g 
to lay on tl1e table tl1e statement ask
ed :foT. 

MR. CL I FT asked tl1e Hon. Minis
ter of Finance and Custon1s if the last 
local loan a.utl1orized by tl1e 
11as been fully talten up; if not, 
m ucl1 remains to be tal{e11 up. 

HON. MIN. OF Fl l\JANCE 

Ho11se 
11ow 

AND 

CUSTOMS-I beg to table the ·infor
mation asked for. 

NH:'l:XT DII T Q ~ • )_CJ VV D __JLJ)..,J. 

P11rst1ant to notice and lea1re gra.nt-
ed, the Hon. Minister· of Jt1stic·e ii1-

trod11ced a Bill "to an1end tl1e Cus-
to1ns ..t-\.ct;" \Vhicl1 -vvas reacl a fi'rst 
ti111e and ordered to be read a second 
time on to-morrow. 

· Purs11ant to notice and leave grant
ed, tl1e Hon. lYiinister· of Justice in
troduced a Bill "to a.mend the Act 10 
Edwa:rd VII, Cap. 4"; which was 
read a first time and ordere.d to be 
read a second time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ec1. tl1e I--Ion. l\/Iinister of Justice in:
tro-d uced a Bill "to amend tl1e Act 2 
Edward VII, Cap. 14"; entitled "An 
Act respecti11g tl1e control and man
ag·ement of the Har.bour of Grand 
Ba.nks."; which was 1read a first time 
and ordered to be Tead a second time 
on to-morro\v. 

Pl1rsuant to Order and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. tl1e Prime Minister, the 
Bill "An Act furthe:r to amend "The 
Education Act, · 1903", was read a 
third time and-passed; arid it was or
·dered t11at it be e11g·rossed, being· en
titled as above, and tl1at it be sent to 
tl1e Leg·islative Council witl1 a mes
sag·e requesting tl1e concurrence of 
tl1at body .in its provisions. 

PuTsuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. hon. the Prin1e, Minister, tl1e 
a1nendments made by tl1e L,egislative 
Council in and UJ)On the Bill .sent up 

; 

from tl1is Hot1se entitled "An Act re-
specting the Treatment and Preven
tion of Tuberculosis" we·r~e read a 
second time and ·Concur.red in; and it 
was ordered tl1at a message be .sent 
to the Legislative Council acquainting 
that Body that the House of As·sembly 
ha.d passed tl1e said amend1nents with
out amendme11 t. 

RETIRING AL.LOvVANCES BILL,. 
Pursuant to Order and on motion 

of Hon. Minister of Justiice, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the 
Wl1ole to consider "An Act respecting 
certain retiring allowances." 

Mr. Spea.ker left the Cha'ir. 
' 

lVIr. Parsons toolr the Cha.ir of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Tl1e Chairn1an fron1 tl1e Co1n1nittee 

repo:rte·d that they had considered the 
n1atter to them referred, and had pas
sed tl1e Bill witl1out amendment. 

On motion this Report was re-
ceived and adfopted; and it was or~ 

dered that the Bill be .read a third 
time on to-morrow. 

MUNICIPAL. BILL. 
Second reading of Bill "An Act fur

the1-- to amend tl1e l\!I unici-pal Act.' ~ 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-

Tl1is is a small amend·men t to the 
Municipal Act dealing witl1 the Muni
ci_pal affairs of St. John's and it is 
rendo: .. ·ed necessa;ry in order to enable 
the Municipal Council to hold proper
ty outside of its p·resent jurisdiction. 
Under the St. J o.hn's Muni:ci:pal Act 
the Council has jurisdd.ction only with
i11 its limits which are described in 
tl1e Act as follows: 

Commencing at C.hain Roc·k, tl1ence 
in a ·str·ai.ght line to the north-east 
corner of Deadman's Pond; thence in 
a stra.ig·ht line to tl1e no·rth-east angle 
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of tl1e Penitentiary grounds; thence 
to tl1e nortl1-we.st angle of the Roman 
Catholic Cemetery; then in a straight 

I 

line to the bridge over M11ndy Pond 
Brook, not 'inclusive, on the Mundy 
Pond road; tl1enc·e following the said 
ro·ad to its j uncti()n with Hamil ton 
Street; thence in a straight line· to 
Syme's. bridg·e, not inclus1ive; and 
thence in a straig·h t li11e to the Quarry 
on the South. Side Hill, known as Cud
dil1y's Quar:ry; then·c·e in a straight 
line to fort Amber.st; and thence to 
the p1ac·e of commencement. c .ons€4 
quently they ,cannot deal with proper
ty outside of these boun.d·aries. It is 
'vithin the knowledge of all tl1at r€
cently Bowring Brothers. Limited, of 
St. John's, L1iverp.ool New York and 
l..iondon, have donated to tl1e· city of 
St. John's1, ·for the use of dts, inha1bi
tants as a park, a large p1ece of land 
situate beyond Waterfordi Bridge. On 
another occassion pro ba.bly and at a 
more suitable time and place the pr·op
er eulogy vvill be besto\ved on the 
donors and grantors of tl1is truly mu-
11ificent g·ift. They 11ave made an ex
ample wl1icl1, I trust will be· followed 
by others, and it is a splendid tribute 
to the character of the men who have 
·carrJ.ed on a business in Newfound-
la11d for over one 11undred yea·rs. It 
is a very fitti11g· monume11t that they 
are erecting fo,r there ls no way in 
wl1ich moneys could be expended 
witl1 more iilreli1hbod of return than in 
parks .and similar public· utilities that 
w'i11 · tend towards the imp.rovement of 
tl1e health of the people. Here 've 

'-) , ' 
11ave a fair ly larg·e, town 'vifl1 a popu-
lation of ov~er thirty thousand people 
and yet the people have no plac'e to 
go except perhaps to the little ga~d
ens wl1ich ''re have dig·nified by call
ing Bannerman and Victoria Pairk.s .. 
Messrs. Bowr'ing have expend.ed tl1e 
sum of $4000 in tl1e purchase of Rae 
Isla11d Farm near St. John's, "\Vl1ich is 

' 

' • 

an ideal park in itself-a large natur
al park without any ~mprovements be
ing necess.ary. However, they intend 
to spend five · or six tl1ousand dollars 
more and when 'it is 11anded over to 
the city we shall have an ideal tlp· 

to-date, fully equip,Ped lititle park. No 
other place could be selected whicl1 
meets all the requirements bette,r 
than Rae Island. There are lovely 
trees on tl1e groun:ds and beautiful 
shady walks; a ·river runs througl1 the 
ground and1 the train also. The gener .. 
al public have merely to get on the 
train at the station and in a f e\v min-· 
utes they are ·in tl1e centre of tl1e 
park. Tl1ere are many other ad van· 
ta.ge.s wl1icl1 the park possesses whicl1 
add to its intrinsic value ana redound 
to the credit of those who have given 
it to the city. I feel that not alone 
the people of St. John's, but unborn 
generation.8 w'ill bless tl1e. name of 

Bowring for tl1is generous and muni
ficent gift. We .sh-all not appreciate 
it :perhaps .as much as those who 

come after us. will for now it seems 
a long way off, and we shall have to 
go tl1ere by .rail or carriage, but by 
and bye when tl1e street cars run 
there and when the public have otl1er 
and quicker faci'lities for travelling, 
tl1e distance will be made shorter, and 
it will become a part of tl1e city. 'l"hat 

is 'vl1at 11as. 11appened in otl1er cities 
ancl I feel sure it 'vill happen here. 

The Bi'll proposes that it shall be 
lawful fo1~ the Council to hold this 
property, and I have very mucl1 pleas-
ure in moving the, second reading of 
tl1e ~Bill. I trust that this. splendid ex-

ample n1ay be an induce1nent to otl1-
ers to make similar· gifts to tl1e pea-

• 

· ple 11ot only here, but all over tl1e Is

land. Of course, it may be said that 
many of our outpo·rts have natural 
parl\:S and hun.d11·ed.s go tl1ere every 

vear to recuperate and to J. .. egain tl1eir ., 

• 
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lost heh, ___ ;, bt1t there are m~tn:r· large 
settlements ·"rhich 'vot1ld be· g·lacl to 
have a little park su·ch as that wl1icJ1 
wa .. s giv8n to Hr. Grace some years 
ago by Mr. J.S·. Munn. 

On motion the Biil was read a sec
ond time and it was ordered that it 
be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House ,on to-morrow. 

P'ETITIONS. 
MR. CLIFT-I ask leave td present 

a petition from John Hynes a,nd oth
ers of Twillingate on the subject of 
tl1e dissolution of the House. A num
ber of petition were presented tl1is 
afternoon on this s1ubject by il1e Rt. 
l1on. leader of the Oppos,ition, an.j in 
presenting· them he caused one to be 

read to the House. These, l.!"3;:ttions 
are exactly the same as. the c..1ne ,,Tl, ich 
was read' .and I feel that ·it ~s 1111r~e

cessary to add to what "'·as. said by 
tl1e Rt. hon. gentleman i11 jntr0di1c
i11g that petition .. I would aslr tl1at 
thi..s petition and the others which I 
shall mention presently, be received 
by the Hous·e· and rreferred1 to the· De
partment of the Colonial SecretarJ.,.. 
'fhe others are from R. Jones a11cl 
others of Soutl1 Arm, New Bay; fro1n 
J. M. ....\.ndrews. and others of N ortli 
West Arm, New Bay; from J. T. 
'\Vels.l1n1an and others of Shoe Cove; 
from T. J. Wells and other.s of 
Boyd's. Cove and from Henry Andrews 
and others from Farmer's Island. 

I also ask leave to present· a petition 
from H. Lilly an.cl other.s of Exploits 
on the question of Sun·day Obser'vance 
Also a petition from H. Lilly and 
othe·rs of Exploits. on the matter of 
the regulation.s as to cod--traps. The 
petitioners. ask that the present regu
lations with ·regard to the use of c·od
tr:aps be amended so that they may 
be ena.bled to use them within cer

tain p.rescribed limits. I trust tl1at all 
petitions on this matter will receive 
tl1e careful conslder:ation of the Min-

• 

ister of Marine and Fisl1eri es and 
that tl1e prayer of tl1e. petitioner s \.v ill 
be compliedwitl1 , if possibl e . T l1e rJ e
tion is very largely signed a nd it 
s.eems. that all tl1e people tl1ere wisl1 
to have the p1r·esent law .amended. I 
11ope that the matter w'ill be take·n 
up at an early date fo·r it is a n1atter 
of urgency for these1 people· to know 
whether they can u.se· the waters d ;1 ~- 

ing tl1e present season o:r not. If tl1ey 
are not ·allowe.d, tl1ey will 11ave to 
make their arr.angements to fish else
where. I also ask leave to present a 
petiti'on .from J. T. Welshman and 
others of Shoe Cove asking for tl1e 
g·rant of several sums of money to be 
allo·cated to· certain distr'ict require
ments. Petitions on tl1is matter 
riave already been presented from oth
er places and one of them has been 
read. This one· is in tl1e same fa.rm 
as. are others whic·h I 11ave received. 
I would asl{ that all these petitions 
be received ai1d referred to tl1e sev
eral depa,rtme11ts to wl1icl1 they .relate. 

The remaining Orders of tl1e Day 
were def erred. 

It was mo1ved and .seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
to-mo:rrow, Fri.day, Marcl1 22n·d., at 
three of tl1e cloc·k ii1 tl1e· afternoon. 

The House then adjourned acco.rd .. 
ingly. 

FRIDAY, March 22nd. 
The House met at tl1ree of tl1e 

clo·ck in tl1e afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

PETITIONS. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

1\tir. Speaker, I a,sk ; E~ave to present a 
petition from Adam R. Randell, and 
other residents of Port Rexton, Dis
trict .of Trin1ty, praying that arrange
ments be made for the dr·edging of 
the "\Vaters of that portion of Port 
Rexton whicl'l was formerly l{nown as 
Ship Co·ve·. Petitioners state that 

• 
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tl1ere are twe11ty-two scl1ooner.s owr1-
ed by tl1e residents of Po,rt Rexton, 
the estimated value being between 
thirty and forty tl1ousand dollars.. At 

present only one-half these sc·hooners 
can moor ,in safety, whicl1 is a great 
inconvenience to the owners and 
crews, and the· d.re.dging of Ship 
Cove would tl1erefore be of consider
able benefit to the fishermen of Por t 
Rexton. I also present a petiti,on fro1n 
Moses Georg·e, Richar·d Bu:rge.ss and 
other residents of vVitless Bay, dis
trict of Trinity, asking _tl1at the setti11g 

of cod tra.ps be prohibite,d on tl1e 
fishing ground at Witless Bay, as pe-
titioners claim that tl1e· cod t raps are 
an injury to the fishermen witl1 11ook 
and line. The cod traps, I under
stand are placed tl1ere by fis.11e.rmen 
\vho are not residents of Witless Ba,y, 
and there is consequently a g·ood deal 
of ill feeling on tl1e matter. I beg to 
support ·the prayer of the foregoin,g 
petitions, and I would a,s.k that they 
be referred to· the Department of Mar
ine and Fisheries. 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 

MIN ES.-Mr. Speaker, I beg· to pres
ent .a petition from residents of New-
town, Bonav.ista Bay, Officers and 
me·mbers of tl1e F. P. U., ,similar to 
those presented yesterday by the Rt. 
hon. leade·~n, of the Opposition, name
ly, in re.g·ar·d to a g·eneral election. Al
so a petition from the, inl1abitants of 
Wesleyville on the1 same, subject. Al .. 
so a petition from the inhabitants of 
Safe Harbour on the same subject. 
Also a ' petition from the inhabita.nts 

of King·'s Cove on the ,same :subject. 
Also a petition from the inhabitants 
of Po.ol'si Island a11d' Valley Field on 
tl1e subject of Sunday observance. 

HON. MR. EMERf,ON-1\tI'r·. Speak-
er I beg to present a petition from 
the inl1abita.nts of Jer,se_y Harbour, 
Fortune Bay, ask,ing for the sun1 of 

. ' 

$400 to clear a road; also from Great 
.~ 

' 

Harbour for tl1e establishment of tel-
egrapl1 or telephone connection, and 
the people of tl1at plac·e, also for $50 
for a public road, and $150 fo r a 
wharf. I have muc·h pleasure • 

lll 

suppor ting these· petitions and beg 
that they be referreid to, the Depart
ments to whicl1 tl1ey belong. 

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE-Mr. 

Speake·r, I. beg· to table the re.port of 
tl1e mag'istrate in the case of Const. 
Quinlan \ TS. Elizabeth Crawley as 

asked for the other day. 
MR. CLAPP-Mr. Speaker, I beg 

to present a petition fr.om N. Torra,
\rille . a11d other.s, of' New Bay, officers 
and membe,rs of the F. P. U. of 
Newfoundland. Its main object is to 
point out tl1e ne.cess,ity of holding an 
election in November 1912. It also 
deals with tl1e over expenditure and 
extra vag·ance of tl1e ·Government in 
connectio11 witl1 Branch Railways. and 
matters g·enerally. It furtl1eir asks 

tl1at no f11rther railv1ay loan be obtain
ed; and various othe1r matters. This 
petition is very la.rgely signed. A num
ber of similar petitions were present
ed here yesterday by tl1e Rt. Hon. 
leader of the Opposition, so theire is 
no necessity for me to g·o into. it at 
leng·t11. Also a petition from . inl1abi-
tants. of Fleur-do-Lys, off.i,cers. and 
men1bers of tl1e F. P. U. ·on the 

' same subject. I . trust tl1at these pe.: 
titions will ·receive the consideration 

they deser\re at the 11a.nds of the 
Gove.rumen t, and beg that they be 

. 
referred to the Department of the Co-
lonial Secretary. 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURAL AND 

MIN ES-Mr. Speaker, 'following on 
l 

tl1e otl1er petiti1ons wl1ich I presented 
I beg· to pi:tesent two others from tl1e 

Fishermen's Protective Union, asking 
for teleg·raph a.nd telepl1one extension, 
ligl1thouses, and railway extension. 
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One is from the inhabitants of Jame·s-, 

town, the other from Bunyan's Cove 
and vi'Cinity. I beg that tl1ese be re· 
fe:nred to the Department of the Ct1-
lonial Secretary. 

MR. CLIFT-M.r. Speaker, I beg to 
present a petition from the inhabi
tants, of New Bay .on the subject of 
the dissolution of th'is House. As 
many petitio11s 11ave already been pre · 
sented on this ,subject, I need make 
no furtl1er comment at pr·esent. Also 
a petition from the same· petitioners 
asking for sundry d'istrlct requir.e-
ments namely a wharf at Herring 
Neck, a brii1dge at Farmer's Arm, a 
"\\·barf at Moreton's Ha.rbour, a road 
at Lewisporte, telephone conne·ctions, 
<:i,nd other matters. Also that various 
places be made ports of c·all fo.r the 
Bay ste,amer; also seveTal requests 
for the construction of additional 
roads; also that logg:ing on the three 
mile limit be prohibited. They do not 
a.sk for any additional rrailwa.y exten- . 
sions. Also a petition from Is.rael Duff 
and other.s: of Twillingate, asking for 
a landing place to be erected neair 
Shoal Tickles in that harbour. The 
petition ·sets out the great necessdty 
fo·r such a landing place and points 
out that there is no public wharf or 
other convenience of any kind, a.nd 
it is. frequently very diff.icul t to effect 
a landing. Petitioners as.k for $900 to 
construct a landing plaice; and I 
woul1d as.k that these petitions. be, re
ferre·d to the Department of Ma.rine 
and Fisherjes. Also a petition from 
tl1e inhabitants of Head's Harbour 
asking fo·r the sum of $200 focr- the pur-

• • 
pose of repairing a main ro·a.d be-
tween Head's Harbour and Pllley'.s 
lsland. This ls a mo.st necessary 
work, and I have much pleasll!re in 
giving it my most hearty support. I 
trust that when the District alloca· 
tions are made the re.quest of these 

petitioners may if possible be com
plied with. But, Si.r , I may say in 
this. connection tl1at if tl1e Govern:
ment pursues the polic·y that it has 
pur,sued ·during the last two years of 
using the allocations wl1ich b.ave been 
made out of special grants. for tl1e 
·district of Twillingate for the purpose 
of constructing cable's, nothing will 
be left for the roads, bridges', landing 
places .and the, various, other public 
works wl1icl1 usually form the subject 
of petition to thi.s House. I subn1.i.t) 
Sir, that whilst I quite ag·ree with 
the establishment of cable connec
tions with the mainland for both 
Little Bay Islan·ds and Exploits, that 
those cables should be paid for out of 
the telegraph funds a.nd not out of 
the district allocations. I also ask 
leave to p1resent a petition from resi
dents of Tilt Cove, asking for the sum 
of $1,000, to be expen·ded on a road 
from Tilt Cove to LaScie. That J,s a 
road that could be very fr·equently 
used by ·people going f,rom LaScie. to 
Tilt Cove and vice· versa and it would 
be of very g·reat ·benefit to those wl10 
have O·c.casion to travel in that 
direction. I also ask leave to present 
a petition from residents of More-
to·n's Eiarbo·r. asking for tl1e sum of 
$200 to be expended on the road to 
Beecl1y Cove. Be1ecl1y Cove is a place 
whe·re the peo·ple of Moreton's Ha.r
ho.~· own some a.g·ric·ultural land,and in 
order to get to their· land it is ne·ces
sary to have a ,road. The construc-.
tion of this ·road would be of consid
erable importance to the· people of 
that loc·ality. I also ask leave to 
present a petition from Abram Bur
sey and other residents of Kettle 
Cove, as.king· for the slim of $100 to 
be expended on the roads at that 
place. I also ·ask leave to present a 

petition from Thomas M. Bouzane 
a11d other residents of St. Patri·ck 's , 
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asking for the SUID; of $250 to be, ex
pen.ded on the wharf and in the er1. 
e,ction of a freigl1t shed at St. Pat-
rick's. I kno.\v tl1at tl1e wl1arf there 
requires considerable ·repairs, an.d 
tl1at the erection of a freight shed is 

absolutely necessary. I trust tl1at 
tl1is, petition will receive careful at
tention at the hands of those wl10 
have ·control of distr!ict allocations. 

I also asl{ leave to present a peti
tion from Herbert E. Cull and other 
residents of Comfort Cove, a.sking fo·r 
so,me amendiments to be made, in the 
fishery re,g·ulations r,elatln,g to· that 
locality so as to enable the fishermen 
to use cod traps and bulltows within 
defined l·imits. Three other petitions 
have already been presented on the 
same subject, and I trust that the 

Fisheries Board will take tha.t ma tte·r 
into their c·onsideration and comply 
with the J:equest of the ·petitioners. I 
11ave also, Mr. Speaker, to present a 
pe~ition fron1 Jol1n Gtlla;r.d, of Twil
ling·ate, which is endorsed and recom
mended by a large number of the 
citizens of that town. The petition 
sets o·ut tl1at Mr. Gillard is a one
ar111ed man, having lost his arm some 
years ag·o 1in a gun accident; that he 
is now ove·:r 80 years of age, and that 
for 37 years. he has been ferryman be· 
tween Gillar:d's. Cove, Twillingate,a.nd 

Tizzard's Harbor; that 11e is no longer 
able to face tl1e storms that often 
,rag·e in tl1at ,dang·erous locality; tl1at 
last year he was granted the fisher
man's pension, which amounted to 
$50, but, that that amount is altogeth
er ins.ufficient to keep himself 1,nd 
his. .family from want; and he there
fore prays that the ferryman's pension 

C'ei·ve ·consi,deration at the hands of 
tl1e l\1inister. ·I would ask that tl1ese · · 
seveI"al petitions be received and re
ferred to tl1e Departments to which 
tl1ey relate. 

MR. SQUIRES-Mr. Sp·eaker, I ask 
leave to ·present a petiti·on from Rev. 
Edgar Taylor, Caleb Tuck, J.P., and 
otl1er· residents of Shoal Harbor r!Ild 
vicinity, on tl1e subject of seal-killing, 
tl1e calling of the mail steamer at 
certain ports of call, etc., on Sunday. 

This petition is similar in te11f:r to 
one alrea·dy presented by me to tl1e 
House. I would asl( that it be re
ceived and referr·ed to the Depart
ment of the Colonial Secretary. I al
so ask leave to present a petition 
from Jacob Adey, Alfred J. Pelley, 
and a number of other residents of 
Shoal I-r~rbor on tl1e subject of tele
pl1one connection. th·e calling of the 
S. S. Ethie, th,J erection of a lig·l1t-
house and fog alarm, and tl1e con-
struction of certain other public 
worl{S. Also a petition from Abra.m 
Bussey, Zebedee Stanley and a consid
erable number of residents of Slio'.:11 

Ha.rbor a.nd Clarenville· on cefta~r1 

matters appertaining· to the · pl1blic 
service similar to that referred to jn 

tl1e petition immediately preceding· jt. 

I ask that tl1ese petitions, be rec~i \ ed 
.and referred to the Departments to 
which tl1ey relate. 

MR. EARLE.-Mr. Speaker, I ask 
leave to present a petition ft{)n1 the 
inhabitants of Chang·e Isla11ds ·..;imil:.1r 

to that presented to the House j ·1st 
now by the 11on. member for Trinity. 
Tl1e petitioners view with a. grea.t 
deal of concer11 the des·ecra ti') 1 of 

• 

to which 11is 38 years of se-rvice to 
tl1e public entitled him, may be grant
ed to 11im. I feel sure that when 
this petition is xef.erred to the De
partment of Public V\Torks, it will re .. 

the sabbath in connection '\.Vi~:J1 ~.J1e 

seal fishery and ask that leg·ls~.at:o11 

be enacted to stop it. Th,ey also de
plore tl1e f.act tl1at the sanctity t1f the 

sabbatl1 is violated by the runni11!. of 

steamers on tl1at day, and desire that 



• 

• 
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.steamers be co·mpelled to ren1a ·.:1 ~1t, 
wl1atever port they happen t0 be frc>111 
12 o' cloc·k Satu-rday night to 12 o' clocl{ 
Sunday night. I also as·k leave to 
present similar petitions from Cl1ange 
Islands, Carmanville and Indian Is
lands, and would ask tl1at tl1ey be re
ceived and referred to the prop0r de
partments. I have 1n my hand se~ier-

al p.etitions. The first is. one from 
t11e inhabitants of Doting Cove on the 
subject of a ge11eral election, etc. I 
11ave no doubt that several petitions 
of th,e kfnd 11ave been presented1 to 
this House, but to car.ry out tl1e wish
es of my constituents I consider it 
my ·duty to make a. few comments up
on which I consider to be one of the 
1nost important petitions p·1-.esented to 
tl1is House for some. tim·e. Evidently 
tl1e petitioners are of opinion that an 
election should not be withheld until 
tl1e fall of 1913, and that as. the pres
e11t Parliament expires in June, 1913, 

tl1e· election should be held in the 
fall of this year. They consider that 
it would not be rJg·ht fo·.t the members 
of this House to hold their se~ts any 
Iong·er than June, 1913, and they sub
mit tl1at neither by an amendment to 
the .._L\.ct respecting· the House of As
sembly and the powers and privileges 
tl1ereof or the poss1ible exer.cise· o.f 
tl1e power.s of His Excellency the 

Governor ·should tl1e life of tl1e pres
ent Parliament be prolonged beyond 
November, 1912. They consider that 
a g·eneral election should be held in 
1912, and that no loan bill should be 
introduced until tl1e people have had 
an opportunity of ·deciding upon the 
enormous expenditure involved in 

connection with the branch rail ways; 
that no new railway worl~ even und.er 
existing .contracts be undertaKen 
without proper .sur,reys being submit-

these estin1ates to cover tl1e cost of 
a general election in November· 1912. 
I have been given to understand, by 
the public despatcl1 and also since my 
arri\ral, tl1at the Prime Mini'ster has 
made a statement in the House to tl1e 
effect tl1at it is not the intention to 
have a general election this fall and 
tl1at no election will be held until 
1913. Probably when he .hear·s. that so 
ma11y petitions 11ave come· in from 
the 'impor'tan t district of Fogo-from 

· Doting Cove, Ladle Cove, Carmanville, 
Tilting·, Joe· Batts Arni, oeldom-come
B)r, Victoria Cove, Gander Bay, In
dian Islands and Musgrave Ha;rbour~ 
probably, I say, whe·n he hears of 
these petitions 11e will reconsider the 
matter and decide upon having the 
election tl1is. year. I would ask that 
tl1e petitions be received and refer·r:ed 
to the proper ·departments, and that 
the wishes of the petitione·rs be car
ried out. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-

l\1r SpeakeT', I ask leave to pr·esent a 
petition from Samual Ruby, Archi
bald Cl1afe and a number of other far· 
mers on the subject of ,ai grant to-

"1ards the opening up of a limeklin 
out i'n tl1e neigl1bourhood of Mount 
Pea:rl Station. A number of the pe
titioners are reg·ula.r farm.e·rs at tl1e 
Goulds and' that vicinity, in fact they 
represent the princip.al farmeTS· in the 
West End, Kilbride, Topsail Road, 
and that part of the country. The pe· 
titioners set out tl1at if a grant were 
g'iven them a ve·ry large limeklin 

could be opened up in that vicinity 
and tl1at it would be· very beneficial 
as a fertilize·r. This Lref ers to a mat· 
ter in connection with which the 
Agricul tu·ral Society of St. J ohn'.s, are 
·doing sucl1 very good woT·k, and we 

ted to the Legislature; .and that a 

may 11ope to find that they would be 
prepared to co-ope.rate with the peti
tioners. I 11a ve already disct1ssed tl1is sum of money sl1ould be placed in 



• 

• 

HOUSE OF ASSE1'IBl. Y PROCEEDINGS. 

matter with my colleagues·, Mr. Ben-
11ett and Mr. Kennedy, and I am sure 
\Ve shall be very glad1 to do what we 
can to as·sist the petitioners. Wl1ilst 
speaking on tl1is petition, Mr. Speak
er, I migl1t be permitted to say tl1at 
the petition presented a. moment ago 
by the 11on. membeT for Twillingate, 
Mr. Clift, 'in rP.lation to the old fe:rry
man, John Gillard, ma.kes out a v~·;ry 

strong· case. The· old man appears 
to be 80 years of age, he has1 011ly one 
arm a11d bas been a fe;rryman the;re 
for a g·reat number of years. He goes 
on to say that last year 11e was grant
ed the fishermen's ·pension of $50. It 
c1oes not appea;r from this petiti'on ex
actly what his sala-ry was. 

MR. CL I FT-I tl1i.nk $110. 00. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-! 
just want to say that a.s far as the 
Gover11men t are concerned tl1ey heard 
nothing whatever of this old man's 
case, and that the pension whicl1 11e 
11as. received as an old fisherman 11as 
i10 connection wl1atever witl1 tl1e fer
ry. If he had con1e before the Govern
ment as a c·ivil servant .and set fortl1 
tl1e facts that are state·d· here, I don't 
suppose there would have been any 
q llestion of 11is Tec·ei ving the regular 
allowance in such ca.ses, because, aft
er all, as long as the ·p,rinc-iple of pen
sions in the public · service is recog
nize.a.: an old f er·ryman who is no long
er .able to P.e:rform 11is duties, is just 
as much entitled to a pension from 
this. Legi1slatu·re as a Judge on the 
ben·ch. Th,ere is not a bit of difference 
I want to make it clear that there is 
no connec·tion whate·ver between the 
old a.g·e pension which he has1 recei·v
ed as a.n old fishe1rman a.nd 11is posi
tion as ferryman, and that if his case 
11ad ·Come before tl1e GoveTnment in 
the ordinary course he would, on the 
Gove.rnment being .satisfied that his 
case was a deserving one, have re· 

. . 

ceived 11is reg11lar two·thir·ds of sal
ary. 

MR. CLIFT-Migl1t I be permitted 
to1 say, Mr. Speaker, that I thank the 
Premier for 11is reference to tl1is pe
titio11. The reason wl1y I presented it 
to the House: was because I was asl{
ed to do so. I 11ad intende·d to follo·w 
up the matte·r ·in the Department of 

\ 

Public Works, and to ask the lVIinis--
ter of that Department to 11ave tl1e 
matter enquired into and brought be
fore tl1e Government, wl101 would, no 
doubt, in tl1e ordina.ry cou-rse of ev· 
ents l1ave complied witl1 the pr.ayer 
of tl1e petition. Proba.bly I sl1ould 
11a ve sent it direc·t to the Government 
in the first place, but I was. asked to 
present it to the House· and ·did so. 

MR. BENNETT-Mr. Speake·r, I 
wish to .s.upport tl1e petition ju.st p·r·e
se11ted by tl1e Rt. 11on. lea.de·r of the 
Government in connection witl1 tl1e 
building· of a limeklin in the district 
of St. John's West. It is to fill a long 
felt want in that part of the district, 
namely, in a,round the Goulds and 
Kilbride, so that the fa;rmers might 
be able to readily secure lime fol' 
their g·rounds, as it is extremely ·::l.iffi
cult jt1st now for tl1ese people to get 

fertilizer. Tl1e petitione-rs claim that 
if a lriln were constructed in that 
part of tl1e country .it would not alone 
be a benefit to St. John's West, but 
::i.,lso to the districts of Ferryland and 
Harbor Main, whose farmers would 
be able to .avail of the oppo·rtunity of 
securing· that fertilizer that they have 
been .so much in need of. Th:is ha.s 

been a matter that the farmers in 
tl1at section 11a ve been talking of for 
a number of yea;rs, a.nd I am sure that 
tl1e time is now op.po·rtune for this 
very important matter to receive the 
consideration that it des.erves. I have 
'rery much pleasure in giving my sup
port to the ·petition, and feel that we 
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will be most ready to, act in conjunc
tion with tl1e A.gricultural Society in 
carrying out the wishes of tl1e peti-

·tioners. 
MR. KENNE DY-I also, lVIr. Speak

er,, wish to g ive my suppo,rt to tl1e 
petition just presented by the Rt. 
11on. lea·der of tl1e Government and 
st1pported by Mr. Bennett. 

RT. HON PRIME MINISTER.-I 

ask leave to prese11t a petitibn from 
Rev. Vv-. vV. Clarkson, Rev. William 
Muir, and Rev. P. Dwye,r, and about 
tl1ree hundred other inhabitants of 
Grand Falls, l\tlillertown, Badg·er,Glen
wood, Botwood, Bishop Falls, and 
Norris Arm. I m,ay say that I me11-
tioned this matte·r to the members re-
1,)resenting· the distric.t of Twillingate, 
as it is usual wl1en members receive 
Pf.:titions from a district whicl1 they 
do not represent to inform tl1e· mem
bers ·representing· tl1e district from 
whicl1 tl1e petition 11as emanated, and 
it is witl1 tl1e appro·val of the, mem
bers for tl1e, ·district of Twillingate 
tl1at I present this petition this ev
e11ing·. I ma.ke tl1is explanation so as 
to a void any misu11derstanding·. Tl1e 
petitioners1 ask tl1a.t tl1e Gover11ment 
take into consideration the advisa.bili
ty of g·ranting· tl1e towns named, tl1at 
is, Grand Falls a11d Norris. Arm, a re
I'resentati ve in tl1e House of Assembly 
and that the ·district be l{nown as tl1e 
District of t11e Interior. In tlie 
past these settlements. 11ave been in
cluded in tl1e electo·ral di.strict of 
Twilling·ate, but the· peti·tioners. sub
mit that in order to accede to their re
c1uest it would1 not be nec·essary to 
i11crease tl1e number of representa
ti·ves: in the Legislat<l-re and they ask 
tl1at Twiilingate district be reduced 
to two rep~ ef;entatlves. 1.,he popula-

tion of tl1e places named is upwards 
of 4,000, and the petition asks tl1at tl1e 
prayer be considered. I need 11a·rdly 

say tl1at tl1is is an impo.rtant petition 
-1nost impo1rtant-not alon·e in tl1at 
it affects quite a number of persons 
whose na.mes are appended 11ereto, 
but tl1e subject matter also is i111por
ta11 t, involving as it does the whole 
question of tl1e desirability of estab
lisl1ing one-man districts, or one-man 
a11d two-men districts. It only requires 
a; little consicleration to see tl1at tl1is 
c1uestion is sucl1 a comprel1ensive one 
tl1at it vvould not be possible fo:c ai1y

one to express an opinion rig·ht off 
t1pon tl1e matter. A great deal 11as 
to be enc1uired into and considered, 
·b t1t I suppose that, eve,rything else 
·being ec1ual, very little can be said 
ag·ainst tl1e g·eneral principle. Tl1ree 
Jnen migl1t probably be able to do 
n1ucl1 better work i'f tl1ey represented 
each a di,rision of a .district then the 
ti1Tee J"epresenting the· whole. I sup
pose it migl1t be argued tl1at we· wl10 
represent a di vision of the· district of 
St. J ol1n's do better worl{ fo·r our· con
stituents under the present systen1 
tl1a11 if we represented tl1e, vvhole dis
trict. If a n1a11 11as a small terri-

. tory to look after lie is inore likely 
to do tl1at well, but then there are so 
n1any other questiuns involved that it 
is not easjr to make up· one's n1ind or 
exp·ress an opinion on the prayer of 
tl1e petition without very great con
sideration. ltll \\re can say is tl1is, 
tl1at · the petition will receive every 
consideratio11 at the hands of tl1e 
Government, a.nd, if it is possible 
without affecting existing· rig·l1ts, the 
1natter will be ·dealt with. 

MR. CL I FT-As one of tl1e rep,:·e
se11tatives. for · the district of Twillir1-
g·ate, to which tl1is petition refer's, I 
'\Vant to tl1ank the Premier for his 
courtesy in this matter. I 11ad al· 
ready been informed, 11owever, by 

some of the petitio11ers tl1at they 11ad 
fo1~wa·rcled the petition direct to tl1e 
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Pren1ier in the hope that by doing so 
it "'\\rould .r·eceive more immediate at
tention at the hands of the Governw 
ment, and I was asked if I would sup
port the ·prayer of the petition. I e:1n1 

not at tl1e present time in a position 
to say whether I would be in favor· (lf 
a redistriibution of the seats in that 
district or not. I a.gree witl1 the 
Premie·r that the petition opens up a 
very large question, namely, that of 
re·distribution, and until the Govern
ment is prepared to come down witl1 
some vvell-defined policy in that con
r1ection I would prefer to· 1reserve· my 
opinion. I am g·lad to1 kno"''", however, 
tl1at the Fetitio11 is abot1t to receive 

\ 

tl1e attention of the Government, but 
I cannot expect any ·decision to be 
arri·vecl n.t. 'in time· to ta.ke any action 
during tl1e present .session. 

The several petitions we·re· on i110· 
tion received and orde.r.ed to be 
refered to tl1e Departments to wh'icl1 
they relate. 

Pursuant to o·rder and on motion of 
the Hon. Minister of Finance ~tncl 

Customs tl1e House resolved itself ;11-

to Com1nittee o.f the ,-VVhole on Supply. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. I->arsons took tl1e Cl1air of 

Committee. 
PT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 

-Mr. Chairman, in the Estimates 
for this year the sum of $5,000 has 
been placed for the encouragement and 
preservation of the Lobster fishery. I 
am very sorry thrut the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries is unavoidably 
absent from the country and is not 
11ere to .place. tl1e. Committee. in posses;. 
sion of those facts which are neces
sary to convince the Legisla:ture and 
the country of the importance of this 
vote. 

In his absence I propose to make a 
statemenit in relation to the history of 
the lobster fishery in the past, with 
the present position, and what is neces· 

.l .. 
' 

sary to be done if it is to have a fu
ture. I have caused certain tables to be 
prepared in relation to the products 
of the lobster fishery for the past 
twenty years. They have be'en tabled, 
and are on hon-. members' desks; 
and a pert1sal of them will in itself be 
sufficient to convince members of tl1e 
importance of the matter. These fig
ures are conclusive as to the immense 
importance of rthis industry, the value 
of the industry to-day, and what it is 
capable· of being developed into. 

No subject that can come before the 
Leg·islature is so imporitant as are our 
fisheries, a,nd although many other in
dustries are on the increase, and are 
being· developed, they must for a very 
man:y ... years remain subsidiary to the 
fisheries. It is not what our fisheries 
are at present that we must consider 

' 
but \vl1at they can be developed into 
if proper attention be paid them. 

Although N ewfot1ndland is essential
ly and pre-eminently a fishing coun
tr_y, it was not until the year 1889 that 
we first had a Fishery Department. It 
\Vas in that year, I thinlc, that rthe ser
vices of Captain Adolph Nielsen were 
availed of by the Fishery Board, and 
the reports that he has left behind him 
are all of immense value, and suggest 
the possibilities of what might have 
been done for the fisheries of Ne\v
foundland the lastfifty years, if we had 
had competent persons, practical as 
'\Vell as scientific, to guid€ t1s in rela
tion ito these fisl1eries. At the present 
time any adventurer can start a :peti
tion affecting our fishery laws; and, 
u11fortunately, people are always ready 
and willing to take this class of indi
vidual seriously. 

The prolific fisheries along our im
mense coasitline, as \Vell as on the 
b-anks and fishing g·rounds are frorn 
the standpoint of prosect1tion only in 
t11eir infancy, and are capabfe of en
ormous possibilities in adding to the 
wealth and prosperity of t11e country . 

• 
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At present, ho\vever, vie are onJy con
cerned with the Lobster fishery. Tl1e 
present Government takes the 1>osition 
that by careful protection iihis fishery 
could be made as valuable as the cod
fishery, extreme as that statement may 
appear. Unlike the cod_, which is so 
prolific, the lobster may be extermin
ated. In this year's report of the In
spector of Lobsters I find tl1e following 
interesting statement as to the origin 
and growth of the lobster ca11ning in
dustry with us. 

"It appears that, about forty years 
ago, through the excessive fishing and 
canning of lobsters on the North-east 
coast of the United Strutes, the supply 
became exhausted there. 'l,he capital 
invested in the enterprise on that 
coast vvas at that time transferred to 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick by 
the United States' packers, thence on 
to Newfoundland, thereby practically 
becoming the pioneers of the industry 
i11 Canada and this Colony. But the 
experience of the United States was 
sufficient to suggest rto the Canadian 
authorities that some stringent ineas
ures were necessary to a void a repeti· 
tion of conditions. 

"Thus we find that.as early as 1873, 
the Gover11n1ent of Canada ena .. cted 
la1vs to protect this fishery, and have 
continued to foster and propag.ate the 
industry rto the present time. 

"In tl1e year 187 4 tl1e first factory 
·was operated in this Colony, by the 
Portla11d Packing Co., at Long I-Iarbor, 
Fortune Bay.. In 1876 tl1is Company 
extended rtheir operations to Placentia, 
\vith the result that they had more 
lobsters brought to tl1e factories than 
they could pack. 

"In rthe year 1878 Messrs. Staner & 
Co., of Halifax, operated a factory at 
Grand Banlr, packing from the catch 
of 22 fishermen 6,200 cases of lob
sters; and another at Garnish, For
tune Bay, packi11g for 20 fishermen, 
6,000 cases of lobsters. 

"At the same time lVfessrs. Foo1te, of 

Grand Bank, operated a,t Boxey, or: the 
\Vest side of :B->;ortune Bay, packing be
t\veen 5,000 a11d 6,000 cases. '"fhus, in 
three factories in one bay, for the sea
son of 1878, there were packed almost 
equal to the total production of the 
country at the present da.te. 

"In ti1ne rthe A1nerican and Canadian 
packers abandoned the busi11ess, and, 
between 1880 and 1885, th~ vvhole lob
ster industry was in the hands of local 
pacl{ers-principally the outport mer
chant-and continued so until about 
1895, \vhen the lobster fisherrnen be
gan to realize that they could pack for 
themselves, and thereby make any pro-

/ 

fit that was in it, and one by one all 
the large factories had-to close for the 
vvant of fishermen. 

"In 1894 there were 284 lobster fact
ories between Cape Ray and Cape 
Race, and bet"\veen Cape Race and 
Cape John. \Vhile in 1908 there \-Vere 
2,604. Showing· ithat the fishery a11d 
ca,nning is~ now completely in the 11and,s 
of the fisherme11, and with very much 
better results as to the quality ·of the 
article packed. 

''In the early years of this fishery, 
a fisherman, "\Vith forty or fifty lobster 
traps, would consider the season a 
failure if he could not catcl1 a11d sell 
to the factories from 40,000 to 60,-
000 lobsters. The price paid for the 
fish continued at 50c. per 100 un
til about the year 1900. 

"During all tl1ese Jr(3ars tl1ere was 
no atte111pt n1ade to st ay the wanton 
destruction of spa\vning lobsters. The 
lobsters were of a very large quality, 
particularly in the outside waters of 
the Bays, and at least 1.10 per cent. of 
them full of spawn. 

"It ha~3 been long ago realized that 
the destruction of this fishery was but 
a questic1n of time, if so1ne measures 
"\Vere not adopted for its preservation. 

"In rthe year 1892 the Fisl1ery Com
mission of that year 11ad bet\vee11 400 
and 600 floating· incubators distribut
ed to tl1e different pacl{ers alo11g tl1e 

• 
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coast. This n1eans of propagation 
would 11ave a very beneficial effect if 
continued and intelligentJv looked af
ter. But these incubators vvere in al
most every case given to unreliable 
men, whose only idea was to fill the 
chambers \vith eggs of any kind. It 
\Vas necessary for rthe success of this 
u.ndertal~ing that notl1ing but ripe ova 
should be placed in then1. Any spa ,-vn 
i1ot develoD ed to depositing condition 
\Vas worse than useless, as it rotted 
the incubator, polluting the \Vater, and 
injuring an:v ¥Vhich might have quick
ened into life. After a few years tl1is 
experiment was abandoned as useless, 
\vithout evEr having· anything like a 
fair test." 

I can obtain no earlier reports than 
1889, \Vhich appears to have been the 
)~ear when t J1e lobster fishery reacl1ed 
its 11ighest P·Jint. It has gradually fal
len since. It will be noticed, by tl1e 
following· stateme11t, that it 'has drop
ped from 76,226 cases in 1889 to 22,-
651 cases in 1909. 

To show the rapid decline of the in
dustry~, even \Vl1en in its infancy, it 
is only necessary to quote tl1e fig11res 
from 1889 to 1909. 
1880 exportcrl . . . . ...... 76,226 cases 
1800 exported . . . . . . . .. 69,552 cases" 
1891 exported . . . . . . . . 57,249 cases. 
1892 exported . . . . ..... 32,598 cases. 
1893 exr)orted . . . . . . . . . . 35,403 cases. 
1894 exported . . . . . . . .. 48,056 cases. 
1895 exported . . . . . . . . 51,016 cases. 
1896 exported . . . . . . . . 56,272 cases. 
1897 exported ..... ~ - · ... 58,883 cases. 
1898 exported 
1899 exported 
1900 exported 
1901 exported 
1902 exported 
1903 exported 
1904 exported 
1905 exported 
1906 exported 
1907 exported 

' 1908 exported 
1909 exported 

• • • • • • . . 61,950 cases. 
• • • . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • 

. . . . . . • • 

. . . • • • • • 

. 
• • • • • • • 

. . . . . . • • 

• • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

56,161 cases. 
57,523 
36,271 
38,638 
31,881 
43,525 
31,228 
26,999 
25,549 
27,222 
22,654 

. . 

cases. 
cases. 
cases. 
cases . 
cases. 
cases. 
cases. 
cases. 
cases. 
cases. 

In other words .the lobster fishery in 
Newfoundland fell from 76,226 cases 
in 1889 to 22,654 cases in 1909, or in 20 
years a decline of 53,527 cases,or an i11-
dustry, at the price of lobsters to-day, 
$17 per case, of $909,959, or nearly a 
million dollars. The total value of the 
obster fishery for 1911 was $486,905.50, 
tl1at is for 28,58114 cases at $17 i)er 
case. N O\'T if ¥Ve had to-day tl1e num
ber of cases exported in 1889, that is 
76,226 cases at $17 per case, "\Ve 
should have a fisl1ery worth $1,295,842, 
so that in round figures \Ve have lost 
a million dollars this year, and have 
practically lost l1alf tl1at amount, on 
an average, every year since 1889. Put
ting it do\vn at half a million annual
ly, a very conservative estimate, it 
gives the enormous total of $6,000,000 
for the past tvventy-tv·vo years. Here 
"\Ve have an industry that has declin
ed annually $1,000,000, one-fifth of the 
value of the codfisl1ery, and cloul)le 
the value of the sealfishery, at least 
tl1e v~alue rtl1at goes to the men. And 
it is important no1,v to re1nember that 
tl1is is essentially a fisl1ery belonging 
to the individual fisherman, for it 
must be bor11e in mind tl1at in the year 
1889 there v1as less than 200 factories, 
all O\Vned by mercl1ants, while in 1909 
there \Vere 2,604 factories nearly all 
owned by the men \Vl10 caugl1t the fisl1, 
or a factory for every 2 persons en
ga,ged in the industry. 

The decrease in tl1e lobster fishery 
has not come upo11 us suddenl:y. As 

• 

I have pointed out, tl1e decline has 
been gradua) since 1889, reaching its 
lo\•/est point in 1909 V\Tl1en it fell to 
22,654 cases at a valua.tion of $283,150. 
Since that year, 1909, I am glad .to say 
tl1at the fishery 11as steadily i11creas
ed, and in 1911 11ad increased 6,000 
cases and had risen i11 value from $283,-
150 in 1909 to $486,948 in 1911. 

In 1901 it \Vas recognized by the 
Bond Gover11ment of that day that the 
decline in rthe lobster fishery was a 
very serious matter. In the Speecl1 
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from the Thro11e at the opening of the 
Legislature on May 23rd, 1901, the 
:<>llowing pronouncement was made,-

"The lobster fishery appears to be a 
"gradually failing industry and from 
"the experience of other countries as 
"well as our O\vn it would appear as if 
"this industry will be entirely destroy
"ed unless more vigorous measures 
"than we have hitherto tried be adopt
"ed for its protection. · Tl1e prices 
"realized were high during the whole 
"season, but the qt1ality of the pack 
"left much to be desired, and reduced 
''considerably the total value of the 
''catch." 

Nothing was done, however, to deal 
-with rthis serious condition of affairs 
and \Ve are beginning to-day a policy 
of protection which sl1ould have been 
inaugurated years ago. 

I have caused to be printed, ln 
st1ch a way as to be conveyed at a 
glance, the ·distribution of the lob
ster fisl1ery over the Island. It will 
be found tl1at St Barbe heads the list 
with $145,911 as their ·s·hare, or 8,583 
cases, witl1 1,116 men employed, av
eraging $130 per man: From St. 
Barbe then· there is a gradual fall in 
the ·distrncts 'in the number of cas
es packed, St. John's being at the 
foot of: the list with one case. 

By comparison with the table for 
1908 it will be seen that St. Barbe 
has practically doubled her fishery 
in two years and the real ques-
tion for us to consider is whether 
nearly ·every district in the Island 
ca.nnot a\rerage as :nuch as St. Barbe 
if properly protected. Let us see 
what the industry would be worth. 
St. Barbe has a population of 8,000 
or one-thirtieth of1 the entire popu· 
lation of Newfoundland. Last year the 
average amount per man earned in 
St. Barbe was $130. If every dis· 
trict in tl1e Island had earned the 
same, we should have a lobste1~ in-

dustry worth $3,900,000. Is not this 
something to work for and to strive 
for, because I know of no 
why every ·district in the 

reason 
Island 

should not produce as many if not 
more lobsters than St. Barbe; and 
why the District of St. Barbe s~ould 
not, after a few years protection, 
double rthe present amount of its catcl1. 

I have had tl1e accompanying state
ments p·repared and a perusal cannot 
but be instructive as to the history of 
this fishery. 

Of course it is of no use hoping 
that much can be accomplished in a 
few days-it will mean years. We 
must look beyond to-morrow. In 
1907 there were 6000 men engaged in 
tl1e lobster fishery in Newfoundland, 
and tl1ey averaged only $56 per man. 
In 1908 the average was · $52 per 
man. In 1911 it was $102 per man. 
Tl1is, in itself shows what can be ac
complished. If we are to improve our 
lobster . fishery, and mainta·.in it as 
a great source of wealth for our peo
ple, we muat preserve the · seed lob
ster. In his interesting report for 
this year Mr. Dee, Lobster Inspector, 
says-

" Although Fortune Bay has the dis
tinction of being the first lobster 
paclring centre in Newfoundland-the 
business commencing there in 1875 
by the Portland Pacl{ing Co.-not 
the least attempt was made to pro-
tect the industry; but a continual 
process of destruction was maintain
ed, until last year, when this Depart-

ment gave speoial attention to that 
part of the coast, and had the Fish· 
ery Rules and Regulations ·enforced~ 

consequently more of the spawn bea·r
ing lobsters escaped, to work out 
their procrea.tive course and more 

' 
of the undersized and immature were 
spared, to give better value the pres· 
ent year. 



I 

HOUSE OF ASSE1\1BLY PROCEEDINGS. 

"Tl1e laws governing this fishery 
are as near perfection as it is possi
ble to make them, but the system of 
carrying them out doe8 not give the 

desired effect. 
"It is impossible for a lobster catch

er and packer to make an efficient 
officer. In prosecuting 11i 8 own cal
ling he cannot look after others-es
pecially those ·prosecuting tl1e same 
fishery-and the small amount paid 
for such work is not enough to make 
tl1e warden independent. 

"I "\Vould respectfully suggest tl1at 
the police officers be entrusted with 
this duty wherever practicable, and 
in sections such as Placentia Bay, 
wl1ere there is no officer, a con1pe
tent n1an be appointed, with a sal
ary he will appreciate and render ef

ficient service for. 
"The lobster fishery .requires more 

attention than any other fisheries of 

the Colony. Owing to its peculiar na
tt1re, it is easily destroyed; but it is 
capable of immense possibilities in 
wealtl1 to the people living in our 
great bays, ,and a source of. revenue 
to t11e Colony, if intelligently culti
vated and the Rules properly ob
served-the fishermen working with 
the officers to attain that object. 

"In my report of last year to the 
Department, I submitted some sug
gestions, with figures, sl1owing the 
possible cost and results of a .sys-, 
tern of propaga.tion which might be 

' instituted by the Department of 
Marine and Fisheries, should the 
GovernI)lent consider it and give the 

• 

experiment a trial. 
"I11 travelling around the coast, and 

visiting tl1e different bays, I made 
a.11 possible en(1uiries, together with 
strict personal observations, of all 

the conditions re the number of 
spawn-bearing lobsters to the hun
dred i11 eacl1 locality, a11d the facili· 
ty such locality afforded for the im· 

pounding and preservation of the 
same. 

"The system "\Vill not be 'vorkable 
in all parts of eacl1 district, i1or in 

the distrticts of Bay de Verde, St. 
George's, and St. Barbe. Tl1e· shores 
of these three ·districts are not in
dented witl1 bays and arms, nor dot
ted witl1 islands, sucl1 as exist in the 
otl1er bays. 

"Taking Twillingate first,there were 
ca ug·h t in Notre Dame Bay tl1e past 
season 250,234 lobsters; in size from 
8 to 12 inches, as is shown by the 
average it tal{es to fill a case of 48 
lbs. 

"The averag·e of spawn bearing lob
sters to tl1e 11undred in tl1e last 
week of June was 14; in July tl1e per· 
centage '\-Vent to 23. If we ta.ke 8 per 
cent. as a working· basis, it would 
gi-ve us 20,018 lobsters, capable of 
yielding·, according to scientists, at 
least 5,000 eg·gs eacl1) "\Vl1icl1 wottld 
be 100,000,000 particles. With the 
minimum of 3 per cent. coming to 
maturity, it vvouJd mean to Notre 
Dame Bay 3,002,700 lobsters l1atched 
in tl1e one season; equal to 15,709 
cases, at the average of 204 lobsters 
to tl1e case; and, at tl1is year'.s cur
rent price of $17.00 per case, the 
creation of additional 'vealtl1 in and 
around Green Bay of'. $267,055, for a 
comparatively small expenditure. 

"The estimated cost \vould consist 
in tl1e fencing in of about eight suit
able coves, such as exist in Badger's 
Bay, New Bay, Exploit's, Burnt Bay, 
and in . Dildo Reach, or anywh·ere 
.about the i1umerous islands that dot 
that bay. 

"Taking 8 per cent. of the total 
catch of 250,234 lobsters as spawn· 
bearing, this would mean: 
20,018 lobsters to be pur-

cl1ased, at 5c. each . . $ 
Fencing· eight coves at $10 

Motor boat, 90 ·days, at $5 

1,000.90 
80.00 

450.00 

• 
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Competent man, 3 rnonths, 
at $50.00 per month .. 

Incidentals • • • • • • • • • • 

150.00 

200.00 

-----
$ 1,880.00 

"In collecting these lobsters, 
boat could make two rounds 
weelr dropping the lobsters. in 
pounds as she went along with 
necessa·ry supply of food. 

rthe 
each 

the 
the 

"Fogo District does i1ot off er an)r 
suel1 facilities for the natural propa .. 
gation of lobsters, but would be· ben· 
efitted by sucl1 an undertaking in 
Twillingate. In the meantime, such 
operation could be extended to Gan-
der and Dog Bays. 

"Bonavista Bay, contains tl1e lar
gest lobsters of any packing cen
tres. I-Iere the same system could 
be adopted under similar conditions 
but with- mucl1 greater results than 
in Twillingate. The average num· 
ber of lobsters to fill a case. the past 
season, in this district, was 155. Of 

tl1e 206,241 lobsters caught, take 8 
per cent as spawning, or 16,499 mul
tiplied by 5,000 would be 82,495,000; 

· with 3 % coming to maturity, would 
mean 2,749,830 lobsters hatched, or 
15,906 cases; at $17 per case, $269,-

702 possible increase dreated in Bon
a vista Bay, for the consideration of 

fencing some pounds in tl1e different 
parts of the Bay. 

Eigl1t coves, fenced with 
wire netting, at $10 each $ 

tB,499 lobsters, at 5c1 each 
lVIotor boat, 90 days, at $5 

ner 
~ 

day~. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Compete11t man, 3 months, 
$50 per month • • • • • • 

Incidentals • • • • • • • • • • 

80.00 

824.95 

450.00 

150.00 
200.00 

there is but little lobste·r 
paclring done. Placentia 

fishing or 
Bay, how~ 

f;T E.r, 11a.s been for tl1irty-five 
in the fro11t as a lobster pacl{ing dis
t 1'.ict. It also 11 ::-, s all the n atural fa
cilities for tI1e cheap cultivation of 
lobster, from Isle -Valen in the in
side reaches of the Bay to Soun·d Is
land, and North River, as well as 
Preisque Arm, a bay of vvater :f1ive 
iniles long· ai1d one 111ile wide, with 
a depth of fron1 10 to 120 fa thorns, 
and but one connection of 1;.i-mile 
wide witl1 the outside 'vater8 of the 
Bay. 

"Tl1en rt11ere is Paradise Sound, a 

narrow bay o~ \Va ter 1~unning north
east and soutl1-v\Test for 20 miles, and 
but 1 mile wide at entrance, 1vith 
varying deptl1s of 'vater, and many 
bleautiful estt1aries wl1icl1 could be 
con,.1eirted into 
ponds. 

lobster 11atching 

"The lobsters ca11ght in these parts 
. of the District show a. percenta.ge in 
tl1e beginning of June of 10 spawn
·ers, and increase towards tl1e end of 

• 

the season up to an average of 28 to 
the hundred. 

"The whole catch of the District of 
Placentia and St. l\1ary's was l,091~-

867, 700,000, approximately, of which 
were taken · witl1in these localities. 

"If this number -vvere to be culled, 
and bllt 3 per cent of tl1e1n used for 
creative purposes, it would mean 
21,000 lobsters. Distributed in 12 
of these ponds, and. yieldi11g tl1e min-
im um of 5,000 egg·s eacl1, it would 
mean 105,000,000 egg·s, and assuming 
tl1at only 3 per cent carne to n1aturi
ty, it would create in Placentia Bay 
3,150,000 lobsters. equal to 13,125 

ca·ses. at tl1is year's price, would 
$1704.95 yield $223,125.00. Tl1e cost of p·ro-

"Between Trinity and St. Mary's 
Bays, dncl uding Conception Bay and 
Ferryland on the Sol1tl1ern Shore, 

du.cing whicl1 v;,rould m ean: 

Fenc'ing 12 coves, at $10 .. $ 120.00 
21,000 lobsters, at 5c. eacl1 -.. . ·l,050.00 



• 
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IVIotor boat, 90 days, at $5 • • 450.00 -\"1/a ~·es 
'--' competent man • • • • 150.00 

Incidentals • • • • • • • • • • • • 200.00 

$1,970.00 
·'If tl1e cost doubled rthe above am

Ol111t, anc1 ga-ve 011ly half the res11lts, it 
'~rculd pay the Colony to undertal<e it. 

"_rf'o:rtl1ne Bay District has all the con
c1itio11s e::_\:isting \Vithi11 it for the cheap 
culti-vrution of lobsters, in localities 
Sl1ch as Hermitage Bay, Bay D'Espoir, 
Co11naig·re Bay, !-Iarbor Breton, Bay de 
Lieu, and aJi along the shore from 
Belleoram to the bottom of the bay. 

"The catch of lobsters in this Dis
trict the past seaso11 \Vas 983,401. They 
are a sn1aJler q_11ality than those caught 
i11 · the ctl1er bays, consequently, the 
pel'centuge of spavv11-bearing lobsters 
\Yas corres1)ondingly lo\v. Ho\-.vever, 
iro::-L1 tl1e first vveelr of J lily rto close 
s0a.so::1, tl1e a•.rerage \Vas from five to 
fifteen, according to locality, but notl1-
l11g less tl1an 5 per cent. are spawn-
'l. • cear1ng. 

"If~o,-ving to the lo\v condition of rt.his 
fishery in Fortune Bay, \Ve take but 
t-.-vo per cent. of tl1e total catch tl1is 
season, it wol1ld n1ean 19,668 lobsiters, 
capable of the minimum yield of 5,000 
eggs each, or 98,340,000 particles. 'Vith 
tl1ree per ce1Jt. comi11g to maturity 
\~1ould be 2,950)200 lobsters for For
tt111e Eay-eql1a.l to 9,834 cases-300 
lobsters 1to tl1e case. At prices rul
ing this year ($17.00),) would be 
v~Tealth created to tl1e value of $167,· 
188.00, for the follo~1i11g expenditure : 
Fencing 12 coves or pounds .. $120.00 
Cost of" 19,668 lobsters, @ 5c. 

each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 983.40 
l\Iotor boat, 90 days, @ $5.00 450.00 
Wages competent man, 3 

months, $50 . . . . . . . . . . . . 150.00 
Incidentals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00 

$1,903.40 
'

1 A comparison of expenditure and re
sults may be interesti11g at these 
conserati-ve figures 

l 
i 

; 

Spa\vn-bearing Expendi
Districts. Lobsters. tures. Results 
Twillingate .. 20,018 $1,880.00 $267,050 
Bonavista ... 16,499 1,704.95 269,702 

• 
Placentia . . . 21,000 1,970.00 223,125 
Fortune Bay .19,668 1,903.00 167,178 

76,185 $7,457.95 $927,055 
"Thus sho\ving 76,815 spa,vn-bearing 

lobsters preserved for fu1ture years in 
these four Bays for the cost of $7 ,-
457 .95, beside tl1e hatcl1ing and protec
rtion of at least 11,577,550. 

"I have in all cases confined myself 
to these cons~rvatively lo\v figures, 
not because higher figures would ap
pear i1npossible, but to show even at 
this low estimate what ca,n be done. 

"It is only fair to assun1e that very 
nearly three per cent. of the ova de

posited in the natural and unp.r.>tect-
0c.. element comes to maturity. 

"It \v·ould not be unreasonable to ex
pect a very large per centage of the 
spawn fully developed and born of its 
motl1er according to the methods of 
nature within these enclosures would 
grow to good vigorous lobsters when 
protected, until self-protecting, by the 
fencing, fro1n tl1e ravages of all other 
fisl1 of different kinds, which prey in 
the waters along the shores during the 
st1mmer months, such as perch, flat
fish and sculpins, tomcods, eels, and 
the millions of other shrimps, etc. 

"It must ho\vever be borne in mind 
that the figures 11erein quoted are 
the n1inimum, because, according to 
scientists on fish culture, an 8 to 9 
in. lobster is capable of yielding 
5,000 eg·gs, and 12 to 14 in. as much 
as 40,000. It will therefore be seen 
that we are well within the range of 

possibility. • 

''It must be also remembered that 
the lobster is not a schooling or mi
gratory fish. It 'is always there, just 
moving in and off with the seasons, 
therefore, if intelligently cultivated, 
is capable or unlimited possibilities. 



' 

HOUSlt OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS . 37 1 

"This proposition would seem in
complete without tl1e necessary ex
planation as to how it was going to 
be carried out. 

'The fishermen should be notified 
by necessary legislation that tl1e De
partment of l\1arine and Fisheries 
vvould purchase a given number of 
spawn-prod11cing lo·bster8 in each 
District or Bay. The fencing of the 

pounds or roves to be done as early 
as convenient in tl1e spring, so as 
to keep them clean and free from 
all tl1e live matter possible. It should 
be arranged for the fisl1ermen . to 
have a separate pound to place any 
spawn-bearing lobsters in every day, 
to facilitate the collecting ·in his 
round, wl1ic11 should be at lea.st twice 
a week. 

"Leaving with the fishermen or 
some member of his · .fam.ily a cheque 
for every lob1ster taken-said cheques 
to be similar to the tra.nsf ers :1sed 
on street cars. The fishermen pre-
senting his cl1eqt1e to the Department 
o! Marine and Fisl1eries at the end 
or the season and receiving 11is mo
ney-tl1us doing away with any 
chance of fraud of any kind. 

"A food, i11 the shape of ligl1tly 
corned herring, cut in pieces, should 
be supplied at least twice e:i.ch week, 
or oftener if possible. In Jµly 
montl1 very little food is necessary. 

"After rtl1e close of the fishing seas
on, the f encing8 sl1ould be removed, 
allowing tl1e lobsters to go free
tl1ose of tl1em that had not cast their 
spawn .in the pond to do so in their 
native element-and the fencing~ 

stored for another ~rear. 
• 

"It should also be borne ii1 mind 
that these coves or ponds· should not 
be placed on the same ground the se
cond year. 

"The motor boats 
work should be the 
Gove.rnment. Boats 

usecl at such 
property of the 

suita.ble 1for 

th'is work could be, procured for 
about $30-0.00 each. An ordinary fish
slriff, which would cost about $100, 
and an engine, wl1icl1 would cost 
about $200, would be sufficient to 
meet all the requirements. 

"The experience of all other coun
tries has shown tha,t unless seed lob
:sters are protected, the fisl1ery will 
be annih'ilated. As shown in the re· 
port which I have quoted, extensive 
excessive fishing and non protection 
killed out the fishery in the United 
States and to-day· that fishery has not 
yet revived, but strenuous efforts are 
being made to restore it." 

Tl1e lobster !fisheries of Cana·da 
' 

which next to those of the codfish 
and salmon are most valuable to the 
dominion, have yielded, from 1869 to 
1906 inclusive, a grand value of $83,-
291,553. In 1897 the produce of this 
fishery was 23,721,000 pounds, valued 
at $3,485,265. Ten yEars later, in 
1906, the yield had ·dropped to 1·0,132,-
000 pounds, but though less than one· 
half as great, it had nearly the same 
estimated value, namely, $3,422,927. 
Notwithstanding the increased cost 
to the consumer, the total value of 
the fishery has begun to fall, the pro· 

duct for 1906 being less by half a 
million dollars than that of 1905. 

The lobster grounds of the Atlantic 
coast were the finest the world has 
e·ver produced. In Canada alone 100,-
000,000 lobsters have been captured 
in a single year. If properly dealt 
with it would seem as if tl1is vast 
natural preserve should have yielded 
lobsters 'in abundance and good size 
for gene1·ations and even centuries to 
come. But instead lean and still lean
er years .soon followed those of plen-

ty, first in the older a.nd more acces
ible regions of tl1e fisl1ery until the 
decline, which has been watched f o'f 
more than three decades, bas extend· 

• 
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ed to practically every part of this 
vast area. 

The official s,tatistics for the state 
of Massachusetts afford pertinent il· 

lust rations of the older and newer 
pl1ases in this history. Thus, in Mas
sachusetts in 1890, 373 fishermen, 
worl{ing 19,554 traps, caugl1t 1,612,129 
lobsters of legal size a.nd 70,909 egg

bearing females, with an average 
catch per pot of 82. Fifteen years la-
ter it required 287 fishermen, using 
13,829 traps, to produce about one 
quarter of this number, or 426,471,and 
less tha.n one seventh tl1e number or 
egg-lobsters, or 9865; while the catch 
per trap had diminisl1ed by nearly 
two-tl1irds, and was only 31. No sub
stantial increase followed until 1907, 
when tl1e· legal length was reduced to 
9 incl1es, and this was undoubtedly 
due to tl1e la.rge number of small lob
sters caught. 

The total product of tl1e lobster 
fisheries in tl1e United States for 1892 
was 23,724,525 pounds, about three .. 
fifths of which were furnished by 
Maine, and valued at $1,062,392. It 
is significa.nt to notice that 13 years 
later, in 1905, the tot'.11 yield, had 
fallen to 11,898,136 pounds, with a 
value of $1,364,721. In other words, 
during this comparatively short in· 

. terv~a1, the supply was practically cut 
in two, but the value greatly enhan· 
ced. 

The alarming decrease in the num
ber of lobsters in Massachusetts and 
Main,e waters has been apparent for 
the last two or three years and the 
report of the State Board Comtnis· 
sion on Fisheries a.nd Game as st1b

mitted to tl1e ·House of Repres~~nta

ti,res 11as caused an important l)ill t.o 
be introduced this session to con::; .a·~~..re 

tl1e lobster industry or · Massac.husetts. 
. 

Tl1e Board realizes, tl1at unless l1e~·o1c 
. ' ... 

measures are resorted to, the time. is 

• 

not far off when few, if a.ny lobsters 
will be · found along tl1e Massachu.s~tts 
shores. The Board of Commission
ers under the proposed new law. : .. re 
directed· and empowered to ptl'"C!1as ~ 
at a rate not excee·ding twenty-five 
cents above the market price any fe
male lobsters bearing eggs caugl1t or 
taken from the waters. of this State. 
Any person licensed under this pro· 
posed legislation may, after receivi11g 
a permit from the Lobster Co nn1i2· 
sioner, safely retain all !female !ob,. 
sters in lobster cars or secti'1Ds o! 
cars used for that purpose, as sl1:11l 
be designated in the permit, aL ·1 shalJ 
keep the same separate from other 
lobsters until such time as the· said 
Commissioner or some person author· 
ized by h'im will gather and ·pay ro·r 
them. 

It will be noticed from the quota-
tion,s that I have given from Mr. De0's 
report that he proposes to purchase 
76,000 spawn bearing lobsters at five 
cents each, at a cost to the Colony of 
$3,800 which he estimates will re-
turn to tlie Colony · $927 ,055, .so that 
we find when making an experiment 
on his proposal that we are entirely 
in line with what is now being pro· 
posed by the new law of the State of 
Massacl1usetts, introduced there in 
January 1912. We find that the Leg
islature of the State of Maine is also 
realizing the value or this fishery, and 
the importance of protecting ."tnd re,. 

stocking. Whatever else may 
fail, the Maine lo bsrter crop would 

' 
seem to be safe, for these sl1ellfisl1 
are being planted faster than they are 
being caught. Last year about se,r-

. enteen million pounds of lobsters were 
taken from Maine waters a.nd sold by 
the fishermen for $2,145,204. To make 

up for that catch. and fully as large a 
drain on the supply this year, tl1e 
State Fisheries Department, in connec-
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· tlon with tl1e United States hatchery 
at Boothbay Ha1·bor, has planted the 
enormous number of 152,295,000 baby 
lobsters in lots of 500,000 to 8,000,-
000, at seventy-two localities along 
the coast. If the usual proportion or 
these youngsters live to grow up,there 
will be m<l're lobsters by far in a few 
years than ever before, and, as tl1e 
chances of their developm,ent are very 
goo·d, no one need fear a lobster fam· 
ine. 

The State sends its little stea.mshil 
the Sheldrake along the coast in ear· 
ly spring, buying from fishermen the 
mother lobsters which are1 taken tc , 
the Government hatchery at Boothbay 
Ha·rbor and there stripped or their 
eggs. The eggs &r.e hatched in April, 
May an·d June, in large jars through 
which sea water constantly circulates 
and then they are diistributed in the 
localities from which the mother lob 
sters were taken, in the proportion of 
15,oo·o to one. The mother lobste·r~ 
are also returned to their home, wa
ters, in order that the !Upply of breed
er• may be maintained. This work 
costs the State or Maine only about 
$5,000 a year, and it 'is regarded as the 
best investment the ·Commonwealth 
can make. 

Here it will be seen that the berry 
or female lobster is pur·c:t1ased from 
t11e fishermen and then tal{en to the 
United States hatcherie.s, where the 
young are planted out. But, it may 
be a·rgued, why not carry out the law 
and ren·der this expenditure unnece1· 
sary. He.re is the law, rule 14,-

" No person shall kill, catch, take, 
" trap, buy sell or can, or have in hi• 
" possession any female lobster carry-
'' . 1n_g spawn, or any lobster less than 
'' eight inches in length." 

This law prohibits the catching · or 
the female lobster by the fishe·rmen, 

. . 

or tl1e. pl1rcha~ing 9!. it· 01' . a?lling by 

any person and prohibits him na·ving 
it in 11is possession; but notwitl1 

I 

standing that rule, which is hono11red 
more in the breach than in the obser
,,,.a.nce, we know that not a solitary 
seed lobster is put back into the wa· 
ter. If the law was prope.rly carrie·d 
out, every seed lobster found in a 
pot should go back into the sea. 

Speaking on this rule 14, Mr. ne·e 
,,~rites as follows: 

''It is physically impossible to carry 
out Rule 14, a.8 tl1e fisher·men them
selves show little deisre to ob .. serve 
it. Even though there were an officer 
at every factory, they would defeat 
the object, by brushing the spawn 
rrom the lobster when taking it from 
the trap, where it is as effectively 
lost to the stock · as if boiled in the 
factory. 

"Although at the present time 'every 
fishe·rman knows it is wrong to take 
tl1e producing lobster,yet he is afraid 
if lie throws it back into the sea his 
neighbour will catch and pack it. The 
fishermen openly admit that this rule 
is not observed. 

"With the rapid decline o~ this fi sh· 
ery and the growing demand for its 
product, it is evident that the present 
mode or protection ls not sufficient, 
and that some system will have to be 

adopted in the near future for its pres· · 
ervation and p·ropagation." 

No better proof can be adduced of 
the way in which the lobster can be 

fished out than the following extract 
from Mr. Dee'!s report shows: 

"In the year 1878 Messrs. Staine·r & 

Co .. of Halifax, operated a factory at 
Grand Bank, packing from the catch 
of 22 fishermen 6,200 cases or lob-
eters; and another at Garnish, Fortune 
Bay, ·packing for 20 fishermen 6,000 

cases of lobste·rs. 
"At the same time Messrs, Foote, or 

_ Qrand B~nk; op,erated at Box_ey, on 

, 



~ ,_4 JI . HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDING-S. 

the west side of Fortune Bay, packing 
between 5,000 and 6,000 c ases. Thus, 
in three factories in one bay, for the 
season of 1878, there were packed al
most equal to the total pro·duction or 
the country at the present date. 

"In time the American and Canadian 
packers abandoned the business, and, 
between 1880 and 1885, the whole lob
ster 'ind us try was in tl1e hands or lo· 
cal packe·rs-principally the outport 
mercha.nt-and continued so until 
about 1895, when the lobste.r fisher
men began to realize that they could 
pack for themselves,and thereby make 
any profit that wa.s in it, and one by 
one all the large f a.ctories had to close 
for tl1e want of fishermen." 

As Mr. Dee says in iits report,
"Owing to its peculiar nature the lob
"ster fishery is easily destroyed, but 
"it is capable of immense possibilities 
"in wealth to the people living in our 
"bays, and a source of revenue to the 
"Colo11y if inrtelligently cultivated and 
"the rules properly observed." 

vVhat 've have to do is to try and 
get the fishermen to co-operate with 
those carrying out the law, to look 
beyond rto-day. Catching and canning 
tl1e mother lobster is killing the goose 
that lays· the golden egg. If we were 
to kill e•1ery female calf born in the 
country for the next twenty years, by 
that time \·ve '\vould not have, except 
\l1ha,t \Ve would import, one cow in the 
country-and what is true of the land 
is also true of the sea. 

Lobsters are by no means so plenti
ful around the coasts of England as 
they used rto be, the reason being that 
it was only recently tl1at laws have 
been 'passed to protect tl1em, and in 
England to-day the greater number of 
the lobsters sold in ithe shops are im
ported from Scandinavia. Nearly 
tl1re~-quarters of a million of lobsters 
are imported from there every year. 
Scotland, by strictly enforcing the law 
::;till seems to maintain her position as 

: 

, 

a lobster producing country, and the 
Orlrneys and I-Iebrides send from one 
to t\'{O million lobsters in the course 
of t\velve months to Billingsgate. Of 
course these all go fresh, and are not 
canned. Canned lobsters go to the 
marl\:ets from Newfoundland and Brit
isl1 Colt1mbia. Lately, however, we 
have 11ad a new competitor enter the 
field in Soutl1 Africa who are now 
large competitors for rthe tinned lob
ster trade, and it is probable that the 
Cape Colony will not stop at lobsters, 
but will, in years to come, develop into 
one of the world's great fishing cen
tres. It has hundreds o! miles of 
coastline, lartitude about the same as 
Vvestern 1:\-ustralia, and the fishing 
banks run out to the end of the cold 
curre11t '\Vhich sweeps down tl1e East 
Coast from ~1adagascar, and which en
sures a perennial and bountiful supply 
of fish. The chief Norwegian export 
centres are Bergen and , Christiansund, 
probably the most productive lobster 
grounds in the world. I-Iere thousands 
of small boats are at work during the 
greater part of the year. The law ts 
strictly enforced, and no female lob
sters are taken. In tl1is country, as I 
have pointed out, for many years the 
berry or seed lobster has been want
only destroyed, and the law has never 
been carried out. 

I feel, however, that it only requir
ed to have this matrter prominently 
brought to the notice of the fishermen 
of the country to have an increasing 
number become alive to the necessity 
of prortecting this lobster industry. 
Through the kindne'ss of the Fishery 
Commissioner !or the State of Maine 
I am in possession of the Thirty-first 
report of the Commissioner or Sea and 
Shore Fisheries for 1910 in which he 
says:-

"The lobster busines3 for the past 
"two years has been very satisfact
"ory, not onl)' to the Department but 
"also to all persons engaged therein. 
"There has al,vays .been a difference or 
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''opinion as to the best methods to 
"ado pit for the protection of lobsters, 
"but from results of experiments that 
"l1ave been made, tl1e lobster fisher
"'men generally believe that the pre-
11'senit methods are right, and they are 
"co-operating with the Department. 
"The method of handling breeding lob
"sters as adopted by this State is now 
almost universally acknowledged to 
''be the best, and for the benefit of 
"those who are not !amiliar with the 
"system I will make an explanation. 

"The State law authorizes the Com
"missioner to buy the seed or egg
"bearing lobsters from rthe fishermen, 
"after which they are to be liberated 
"or taken to the hatchery pound, and 
"held there until the follo\ving spring, 
"'vhen the eggs become ripe and are 
"fit for hatching. They are then tak· 
"en into the hatchery and stripped of 
"their eggs; the mother lobster is 
"then returned to the vicinity from 
"which irt was originally gathered, and 
"tl1ere liberated, thus not decreasing 
"the stock of breeding lobsters in a 
"particular locality. After the young 
"lobsters are hatched from the eggs 
"and in proper condi1tion for liberat
"ing, they are taken to the locality 
"from \Vhicl1 the mother lobster or
"iginally came and there liberated in 
"the proportion of 15,000 small to ev-
"ery mother lobsrter. It is generally 
"believed that this system is or great 
"benefit to those localities, and it is 
"at present having the hearty co-oper
"ation of the fishermen who report 
"large numbers of very small lobsters 
"as being caught in their traps in the 
"vicinity of where such plantings are 
''made, as they arttribute this to the 
"small lobsters planted from th2 hatch
"eries. A large number o! the fisher
"men have in the past believed that it 
"was better to allow rthe lobsters to 
"hatch naturally in their native wat
"ers; but since they have learned that 
"all young lobsters, whether hatched 
"artifically or naturally, go to the sur· 

"face and drift a bout st1bject to the 
"elements and enemies for several 
"days, have d ecided that tl1e artificial 
"way of hatching and t11e Deuart-

~ 

"ment's way of handli11g is better. It 
"liberates tl1e young lobsters in the 
"protecited coves among the eel g·rass, 
"a11d if possible holds them until they 
"have passed the floating stage. Tl1e 
"percentage that n1atures must neces
"sarily be larger than if 11atched nat
"urally, subject to several days of the 
"fioati11g period in t he unprotected 
"places "\Vher ever hatched. r~r'he Unit

''ed States 11atche,:·y at Bootl1bay Har
"bour is doing r emarl::able \vorl{ for 
"this State, h avT ing hat ched this sea
"son 120,000,000 young lobsters, all of 
"which have been planted i11 the vvat
"ers of this State." 

At present we are not i11 a position 
to go to the expense of hatcheries, 
but "\Ve have got t h e great I'latural hat
cheries in tl1e bays a11d harbours of 
the country, v1hich according to Mr. 
Dee's report are lik ely t o give t1s bet
ter returns a t very little cost. 

Although the lobster is found from 
the Straits of Belle Isle right down 

' 

to the capes of Deleware, the New-
fot1ndland sl1ores are prol1ably tl1e fi11-

est breeding places for t l1e lobster. I 
t11e R eport of the Lobster Fishery 
n1ade to the State of lVfassachusetts 
for 1911 by George W. Field~the grea 

_authority on lobsiters, he says on page 
0 . v. 

"Down in the Buzzard's Bay region, 
"more particularly about Cuttyl1unk, 
"where the fishermen l1ave the repu
"tation -0f utilizing everything in the 
"shape of a lobster that comes from 
"tl1e sea, the decadence has been 
"sometl1ing startling ; a nd conditions 
"have reached a point on that part of 
"the coastline of this State where the 
"reproductive possibilities of the ani
"mal have been r educed to such a de
"gree that it seem s as if tl1e lobsters 
"are soon t o be ex1tern1inated or nearl"" .. • 

"so." 
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On page 24 of the Newfoundland 
Fisl1cries Rcrlort for 1898-99 we have 
tl1e follo\vi11g·: -

Hin aln1ost every lobster producing 
"country tl1is favorite crustacean is 
''tl1ea.tened with extermination. Th·e 
"quantity sect1red each year is lessen
"ing and t11e price advancing, notwith
"sta11clii1g the efforts ma.le to arrest 
"the decline. I\Tany high authorities 
''l1old that the lobster is destined to 
"extinction, lilre tl1e great auk, the do
"do and tl1e buffalo. Newfoundland, 
"unfortunately, is no exception to the 
"decline in the lobster fishery, and the 
"utrnost care and vigilance are called 
"for to prevent its destruction. The 
"e:x:port each year is lessening, and the 
"size of lobsters talren is diminishing 
"in most districts. Great . stringency 
"in enforcing the rules which regulate 
"tl1e fishery is called for, and, above 
"all, a con.tinuation and extension o! 
"artificial propagatio11 are needed. In 
~'fact it ·is desirable, wl1erever there 
"is a lobster factory of a11y consider
"able extent, that incubators sl1ould be 
"at 'vork, a:r1d none of the ova sl1ould 
"be destroyed. 'l.,here is no st1rer sign 
"of a declining fishery tha11 tl1e di1n
"inuation ir1 ithe size of the lobsters 
"ta1ren; and tl1is is the result of tl1eir 
"capture before tl1ey have reached 
"the spa\vn.ing age. Very large num
"bers of our people are no·v·v clepend
"ent to a certain extent on itl1is fish
"ery for their subsistence. There is, 
"in consequence, a n1ore urgent call for 
"our best efforts to arrest its decline." 

The following staten1ent,tal\:en from 
l\!Ir. Field's report for lDll above re.
ferred ..to, is still more striking-

" Of most serious import, 11owever, 
"is tl1e fact that ther·e 11as been a 
" distinct and alarming diniin ution in 
"the number of egg lobsters caught 
"in proportion to tl1e total number of 
"lobsters tal{en. For the entire coast 
"of Massachusetts in 1889,one lobster 
" in every 22 was carrying eggs; in 

. . 

"1905 1 lobster in every 43 wae carry
" 'ing eggs; in 1906 one in every 46 

"was carrying eggs; in 1907, 1 in every 
" 100 was carrying eggs; but in 1909 
" only 1 in every 114. Another most 
" significant fact, still further eluci· 
" dating the alarming situation, is in· 
"dicated in the report of the United 
" States Bureau of Fisheries, relative 
" to the total number of eggs secur
" ed annually from a stated number of 
" lo b·sters. Comparison of these re
,, turns, in the two years the figures 
" of which ar·e readily available, and 
" therefore tal{en really at random, 
" seem to show that while in 1903, 1,
" 323 lobsters yielded 22,983,000 eggs, 
"o·r an average of 17 ,300 per lobster; 
"in 1908, 2,792 lobsters yielded 23,

" 337,000 egg.s, or an average or only 
"8,300 eggs." 

One matter of supreme importance 
is that the, number of lobsters requir
ed to make the case is becoming 
smaller. For instance in Bay de Verde 
tl1e past yea.r the total average to the 
case wa1s 108 lobsters, Harbour Main 
117, Bonavista 140 as against 144 last 
)rear Fogo 146 as against 167 for 1910 
Trinity Bay 153, Saint Barbe 195 as 
against 207 last year, Burgeo and La 
Poile 204, same as last year, Burin 
212 as against 224 last year, Placen
tia Bay 221 as against 260 last year, 
and Fortune Bay 279; going to show 
how important it ls to give great at· 
tention to the rule in relation to the 
size of the lobsters to be taken. 

Ru1e 14 says:-

" No person shall kill, catch, take, 
"tra.p, buy, sell, can, or have in his 
'' . posse.ss1on any female lobster car-
'' . ry1ng spavvn, or any lobster less 
"·than eigl1t inches ln length.' 

If this rule was observed, and the 

small immature lobste·rs allowed to 
grow, the fishery would . grow by 
leaps and bounds and we :!Should not .. 

' ' 
. 

! .. ... 
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11ave, as at present, 279 lobsters go
ing to a case, but we should have an 
average considerably less than Bay 
de Verde of 108 lobsters, which ap
pears this year to be the lowest in 
the Island. 

I do hope that every person inter· 
ested in the lobster fishery will read 
Mr. Dee's excellent report, and en
deavour to co-operate with him and 
the officers ·carrying out the fishery 
regulations in order to protect the in
dustry. It is not a merchant's fish· 

ery or a rich man's fishery. By the 
simple manne~ in which the lobsters 
are now caught and canned, the poor- . 
est !isherma.n can carry it on, and it 
may be well termed the "fisherman's 
fishery." The present proposal is an 

·earnest effort to convert the lob!ter 

fishery into a very large industry. We 

must not look for re!ults in a year or 

two o·r three or· four year!; we must 

have patience, and our ·etrorts will be 

ultimately rewarded. 
• 

-

LOBSTERS 

Year 

I 892 · • • • · · • · • • · • • • • • • · • · · • · 
1893 ••• ;.; .......... . ........ . 
I 894 .•••.. • ..•• • • • • • ... • .. • • 
I 89 5 . • . . . • • • • . • .. • • .. • ... • 
I 896 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · 
I 89 7 • • ~ • • • • ••••• • • •• • ••••.. 
I 89~ · · .... · · .... · · · · · · . · · · · 
I 899 .... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .... 
I 900 · • ••• , • •••••.•••.••••.• 

I 90 I · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · 
I 90 2 • • • • • ·• • • • • • • • ••••• • · • • • 
I 903 • • . • ... • • . • .. • • • • • • .... 
1904 ............ ~ .......... . 
I 90 5 • ........ · .. • ..... • .... . 
I 906 • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
I 907 • . • ............ • ...... . 
190 8 . . . . • . . . . . . -.. . . . . . .... . 
I 909 • .......... • .. • ...... · .. 
I 9 I 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · 

I 9 I I • • · • · · · · · · · · • • · • · · · • · · · 

Cases Exported Current Price 

3:?,598 I 8 25 
35,4o3 8 50 
48,056 7 50 
5I,o16 7 75 
56,272 8 25 _ 
58,883 8 75 
61,950 9 00 
56, i 61 II 00 

37,523 12 00 

36,271 I2 25 
38 6 1 8 

' J 
I I 00 

3 I ,88 I 12 75 
43,552 lJ 50 
3T,128 11 50 
26,999 12 50 
2 5,549 14 00 
17,222 13 00 
12,654 12 50 
24,6<.) J 15 00 

28,644 17 00 

Total Value to 
Fishermen 

$ 268,933 O.C' 

295,925 00 
350,420 00 
437,274 00 
464,266 00 
5 I 5,225 00 
557,550 00 
617,771 00 

450,275 00 
4441276 00 
402,936 00 
407,372 00 
587,964 00 

59, 120 00 
) 36,387 00 
357,686 . 00 
346,886 00 
283, I 50 00 
369,1I5 00 
486,948 00 
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Reports of Newfoundland Lobster Fishery for the Following Years 
1907 

- ·-

Per No. Average! No. · Average 
DISTRICTS. Value. No. Cases. Per Men. Traps. :case. · Caugl1t. License. Per Man. Case 

' 

St. Barbe ............................. ,, 85,j23 00 $14 co 6,0941- J ,553,824 254! 1,228 58,308 345 $69 .. s 
Placentia and St. 1\-Iary's ........ 79,292 50 '' 5,663! 1,314,967 232t 1,643 bo,076 574 48 26 
St. George's .............................. 78,288 00 " 5,592 I ,162,872 208 989 36,~8 3 460 79 16 
f'ortune Bay ........................... 46,378 50 " 3,3 I 2! 1,085,278 327·t 917 37,646 365 50 57 
T\villingat.e ............................ 19,180 co " 1,370 263,264 ' 192! 454 9,984 199 42 24 
Bona vista ............................... 16,012 50 " 1,143! 173,123 I 5 11- 280 6,307 100 57 19 
Bu:geo and LaPoile ............... 13,366 50 " 954! 2 I 5,889 236! 264 10, 535 1:9 39 27 
B t1rin ................................... 10,720 50 " 765! 183,460 239t 233 9,801 66 40 00 
1.-... o go ..................................... 9,488 50 " 677! I 10,449 1631- 226 6,627 75 41 98 T .. 2,306 50 " 164! 27,855 169t 82 r1n1 ty .................................. I, 74J 33 15 93 
I-I arbor Main ......................... . g69 50 " 69t 11,502 166!- 35 773 18 27, 70 
Bay-de-Verde ....... .................. 938 co " 67 8,541 1z7t I ' 23 80 3l I ,045 I I 

F erryland .............................. 451 50 " 32t 4, 149 129t 13 420 5 34. 73 
St. John's .............................. 413 00 " l9t 3,800 128! 5 140 3 82 60 
Port-de-Grave ........................ 154 00 " II I ,02 I 92! 3 67 l 51 33 
Car bone. ar .............................. 133 00 " 9t 1,080 113! 3 IZO 2 44 33 
Harbor Grace ........................ So 50 " st 99° 1721- 2 70 2 40 25 

- - -
~ 

$363,496.00 25,964 6,122,064 6,408 239,944 2,389 
___ ,. 
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DISTRICTS. I- Value. I Per J C I No. Case. N °· ases C lught. 
-1 I I I 

St. Barbe ........... ---................. ... : $80,346 so I $13 6,r8ot J ,~93,5q1 
Placentia and St. Mary's ......... 79,131 00 I 

,, 
6,087 J ,482,9 I 2 

St. George's ............................ 67,255 so ,, 
5,173t r, 196,797 

Fortune Bay ........................... 1 47,92~ 50 
H 3,686-f I,: 17,079 

. T ·11 · · I 20,520 50 '' I,578t 296,62 5 w1 1ngate .........•................... ) 

Bona vista ............................... ' '' I ,3·i7f 17,254 25 205,371 
Burgeo a11d LaPoile ... ............. 14,072 50 " i,o32t 241,543 
Fogo ..................................... I I ,342 50 

., 
872t I 43, I 80 

·Burin ·····································I 9,285 25 " 714t 161,21~ .. r . . ,, 
284! 49,870 rt n 1 t y ................................. , 1 3,701 75 

Bay de Verde ......................... ' J ,205 7 5 ,. 92! I 2, I 3 I 
Harbor Main ......................... 

1 

988 00 •• 76 J 2,930 r 

Harbor G1 a::e ........................ :57 50 " 27t 3,76o 
Carbonear ............ _ ................. 20~ 00 " 16 2,234 
Port de Grave. , ....................... 165 75 " 12! 1,300 
Ferryland .............................. 68 ?~ u st 735 
St. J o hn' s .............................. c 5 o• " 5 1,410 

-
$353 892 50 :7,222-t 6,722,680 

I -·--------

Average \ 

Per Men. Traps. 
Case. 

~74 J ,12 I 54,959 
~431 I ,6 I :Z . 63,965 
231! 1,187 47,958 . 
330 . 983 42,207 
187! 532 I I ,8 52 
154! 351 8,371 
223t . 262 8,962 . 
164t ' 208 6,866 
225 197 8,742 
175t 105 2,475 
131! 25 988 
170! . l4 743 
IJ~i 5 177 
1391 3 120 
108i 6 170 

140 4 1~8 
282 :;I 35 

6,744 258,7 J 5 

No Average 
License · Per Man . 

355 l6s so 
590 49 08 
570 56 49 
382 ti8 75 
238 38 57 
115 49 47 
135 5.3 7 [ 

71 59 34 
73 47 13 
'43 25 73 
I I .. s 23 
18 70 57 

2 71 50 
2 69 33 
2 27 62 
4 17 08 
3 32 50 

2,604 
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DISTRICTS~ ' 

•• St. Barbe .............................. . 
Placentia and St. Mary's ........ . 
<-.:: t G ' .... " . eorges ..................... :····· 
Fortune Bay .......................... . 
'I"" ·11· w1 1ngatc .......................... . 
Bo11avista ............................... I 
Burgeo and La.Poi le ............... . 
Fogo .................................... . 
B 

. , 
ur1n ..................................... . 

T . . ~t \ rin1 y. . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... , . . . .... . 
Harbor Main ........................ . 
Bay de Verde ........................ . 
Carbo near ............................. . 
Harbor Grace ........... ,. .......... . 
Ferry land ............................. . 
St. John's ............ , ................. , 

.... 

• 

.....___ 
' 

Value. 

$79,28r.25 
56,090.62 
55,2 3r.:.z5 
37,593.75 
14, I 90.62 
10,934.37 
10,450.oc J 

8)662. 5c 
6,668. 75 
i,-175.00 

89.38 
634,38 
225 ,00 

2 I 2,5c 
12. 50 
9.38 __ , 

$28 3,181.25 

. 

1909 
No. Per No. Cases. Cai ght. Case. 

, 

,, 
12.50, 

"'' 
" 
" 
'' 
'' 
" 
" 
" 
" 
'' 
' 
" 
" 
" 
" 

I 

I 

6,342t 
4,487t 
~,418! 
3,oc7t 
I,135t 

874! 
836 
693 
533t 

V"t4 

50!-
18 
17 

I 

1 
-

2i,654t 

-:... _, 

I 

1,736.521 
1,037.213 

959.953 
I ,007. 760 

t 

2 I I .42 3 
125.665 
I 72,2 50 
106.696 
136 261 

/ ·'.J'+ I 
6.17~ 
2.620 
2.220 

100 

65 

5,542.465 

Average 
Per 

Case. 

2 731 
2331 
2r7t 
335t 
186t 
148! 
206 
153! 
2 55-l 
170 
124t 
1z3t 
145t 
l3ot 
100 

861-
. 

Men. 

' 

I ,160 
1,419 

940 
881 
476 
292 
236 
1S7 
203 

84 
30 

19 
3 
5 
l 
I 

5,938 

Traps. 

61,377 
55,441 
38,833 
36,804 
10, I 28 

7,95 I 
9,001 
6,163 
8)256 

I 

I 

~ 

238,155 

I 

No. Average 
License. Per Man. 

3~8 .68 34 
527 39 52 

491 58 75 
353 . 42 66 
208 29 8o 
109 37 44 
121 40 04 
61 46 12 
71 32 82 
31 25 89 
17 26 66 
9 32 89 
2 75 00 

3 42 62 
1 6 25 
I r 9 38 

l I 
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Districts. 

St. Barbe .............. : .............. . 
St. George~s ........... ............... . 
Placentia and St. Mary's ....... .. 
Fortune Bay .......................... . 
Twillingate .................... -....... . 
Bonavista ····· · ············ ~ ····· ..... . 
F"'ogo .................................... . 
Burgeo ancl LaPoile ............. . 
J3.Ut""ill ............... . .................... . rr . . . r1 Ill ty f f f t f f f f f f f f t I f f f f f f • t t f t f t f t I f f o 

Harbor M aih .................. . ..... . 
Bay-de-Verde ........................ . 
St. John's ............................ .. 
Port-de-Grave ................... .... . 
Harbor Grace ....................... . 
Ferry land ....................... . ..... . 
C arbonear ............................ . 

~ 

Yalu~ 

I> 126, 667 50 
66,412 50 
61 ,350 00 
48,097 50 
18,607 50 
14,557 50 

10,053 75 
9,232 50 
9,c45 oo 
2 , 2 53 75 
I ,455 00 

540 00 
285 00 
lQ5 00 

TOS 00 

90 00 
82 so 

$369,030 09 

No. Per No. Cases. Caught. Case 

$L5 oo 
' ' 
" 
" 
" 
·' 
" 
" 
" 
" 
'' 
" ,, 
" 
" 
" 
" 

( ' 

8,4443' 
4,427 Yz 
4,090 
3,206~ 
1,240~ 
970~ 
670~ 
615~ 
603 
150J:i 
97 
36 
19 
13 
7 
6 
5~ 

%.(,602 

2J20I ,9-i8 
948,784 
971,433 
967,885 
248,3 I 9 
I 39,842 
109,968 
125,671 
11,5,443 
2/' :945 
I 3,366 
5,085 
2,000 
J ,600 
1,000 

820 
l,090 

5,900,649 

Average 
Per 
Case 

260% 
2r43i 
237~ 
3orU 

· zoo)i 
144~ 
164 
204~ 
224~ 
184?( l 
135}~ 
141~ 
105~ 
123 
142W 
136~ 
198~ 

Men. 

I,02 I 
7f.o 
921 
683 
378 
224 

148 
132 
126 
~5 
28 
7 
:z 
4 
2 

I 

2 

4,487 

\ 

Trcips. 

5 5,999 
32,360 
37, I 44 
28,5~6 
Io, 281 
6,081 
5,146 
5,420 
5,288 
J ,540 

550 
259 
70 

I 9"" ,') 

90 

35 
120 
CJ 

18·9, I 70 

No. t Average 
., License. I Per Man. 

354 
411 
4r4 
31 l 

2c8 
92 
59 

Ill 

65 
27 
14 
6 
2 

2 

I 

I 
2 

2,081 

$124 06 
87 38 
66 6r 
70 43 
49 22 
64 98 
67 90 
69 94 
71 . 78 
50 .08 
51 96 
77 14 

142 50 
48 75 
52 50 
go 00 

41 25 
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.. ,, .. 

------- -

Per I No. Average 
DISTRICTS. Value. ] ~ o. Cases. Per C .lS('. Caugl1t. Case. 

' 

St. Barbe .... ...... ... ... ......... ... ... $145,91 I 00 $17 8,583! 2,188,570 :55 
St. George's ...... .. ... . ....... . ... . ... 103,317 50 

,, 
6,077-t I ,247,435 205" 

Placentia ancl St. l\1ary's .. . .. . ... 82,798 50 I ' . l 4,87ol I ,091,867 224 
F ortt1nc Bay .. . 'I. " . .............. . .. ... 59,695 so " 5,3 I It 979,801 279 • 

13 on av is ta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... 22,652 50 " 1,332 206,730 1 55 
,..f \villingate ......................... .. . 21,823 75 '' I ._8..,£- 250,234 195 ,- .) 

Burgeo ancl La Poile ..... . .. . .. . ... 15,730 50 " 8(>6t 179,447 204 
Burin·················"· ····· ···· · ······· 13,883 50 " 815! 180,305 221 

I F .. ogo .. . .............. ......... . ...... . ... I 2,622 50 I '' 742t 180,730 254 "f . . . '' 38,343 153J4 r1n1ty ......... .. ,. ......... . ............ 4,233 00 249 
Harbor Main ........................ 2 1771 00, 

,, 
163 19,144 123-~ 

Bay de V crce .. ................... . ... 850 00 c' 50 5,417 108 
Port de Grave ........ . ............... 357 00 '' 21 3,000 142 
Carbo near .............................. 199 75 " 11 t 1,700 149 
F' e rry 1 and ............ ~ ...................... 42 50 . " 2t 400 160 
St. Jol1n's ................. . .......... .. 17 00 " I 100 100 

$486,905 so J I 2s,s-8-.t--l 6,s97 106 I 
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BECAPITUL A.'l'ION 
---------------- ~ - ---- ~·----------------~ 

YEAll. Value. 

. -~ 

- (f ,. f.,, 1907 .............. , ...................... ;." 3c3,490 oo 
1908... ... .. . .. . ... .. . .. . . .. .. . .. . ... .. . .. . 353,892 50 

· I 909 ....... -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 8 J, 18 I 2 5 
1910......... ... ...... ...... ... ...... ...... 369,030 00 
191 I . . .. . . . . ... . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .... .. . .•. 486,9 >5 50 

Five-Year Total ................ r$1,856,505 25 

Price 
· Per l No. Cases.

1 
C 

Case. 
No 
aL1ght. 

$14 00 25,964 
13 00 2;,22~1' 
12 50 22,654t 
15 00 24,602 

17 00 28,581t 

$11 50 129,024! 

6, 
,. 
b, 

5, 
5,9 
6, 

30,8 
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22,680 
42,465 
00,649 
97,706 
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·-~----------·----..---·------------=------------
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25 
23 
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8,582 
-

2,389 
:z,604 
2,353 
2,081 

2,224 
-
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MR. CL I FT-Mr. Chairman, the ad· tl1at by ju1dicious legislation i11 tl1e 
dress ,given by tl1e Premier in in· 
trod ucing tl1is Resolution 11as been 
a most inte·resting vne, and it has 
opened the eyes OL a g·reat n1any 
111en1bers of tl1is Committee. I ca.n 
c1uite understand 110\v utterly irnt)l)S

~ible it would be to enforce that law 
\vhich requi\res a lobste,r fisl1ertnan 

' 
to put back i11to the water tl1e fem ale 
lobste·l and all lobsters under a cer· 
tain size. i\..s to tl1e report of the 
Inspector, I have not 11ad an oppor .. 
tunity of perusing· it. It 11as only 
been placed in my 11ands a few mo
ments ago, and I only know what it 
contains, by hearing extracts c1uotRd 
by tl1e P·remier'. Of co.urse the value o:f 

such a report, tl1e value of any report~ 
depend.s to a very large extent upon 
tl1e p·erson malri11g tl1e report. I have 
i10 knowledge of l\/[r. Dee's c1ualifica
tions to 1make a report upon tl1is mat
ter, bt1t the Preinier has pointed out 
that l\.1r. Dee ha.s had .a very large ex
per~lence, and I 11ave no doubt but 
wl1at he says is correct, but I cannot 
imag·ine tl1at Mr. Dee l1as. a.ny 
g·reat sci'entific lino\vledg.e of 
subject. Persona.lly, I 11ope it is 
tl1e intention · of the Committee 

very 
the 

not 
to 

pass tl1is vote immediately, but to 
ii I , 

g·lve time to study it. I do not tl1inl{ 

cour.se of reasonable time tl1e p.y·e.ser
vation of tl1is fisl1ery may produce re
sults wl1ich would not only bring tl1a.t 
fi1sl1ery back to its former importance, 
but even put 'it on .a lar.ger founda
tion tl1an eve ~,,, it was befo.re. I n1ust 
say tl1at a,s far as I am concerned I 

l1ave never g·iven tl1e matt~r that c·on-. 
sideration wl1ic11 'its i1nport?ince me.r
its and I was surp1riseidl when the 
Premier told us tl1at the value of the 
Lobster Fishery wa.s g·rea ter than tl1a t 
of the seal fisl1ery. It is, only by giv
ing· one's attention to these· tl1ings 
and c·omparlng· 011e fisl1e·rY with an
otl1er tl1at we can begin to appreciate 
tl1e value and tl1e importance· of leg·
islation, for tl1e preservation of tl1ese 
fisl1eries. Tl1e amount asked for, to 
my mind does not seem to be an un
reasonable amount to carry out the 
proposed: ''rork. At tl1e same time. I 
WOllld lil{e an opportunity of peru,sing· 
tl1e full report before comm'itting my
·self to this ·vote. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-

Tl1ere is just 011e word I 11ave to say 
My lear11ed friend 1 jlt~t stated that I 

said tl1e lobster fisl1ery was of 
mo:re value than the seal fishery. Tl1at 
is not exactly wl1.at I sa.id. Wl1at I dicl 
state was t11at if '\\re 11a,d to·-day tl1e 
lol)ster fisl1ery we had in '76. that is 
75,000 cases at last year's ·prices, we tl1at this is an unreasonable rec1uest. 

I am sure tl1at it is a matter 011 whicl1 would 11ave an industry wortl1 about 
tl1ere will be 110 controversy, as far --·a million ancl a half d'0llars, which 
as tl1e members of tl1is Comn1itte·e are ... would be double the value of the .seal 
concerned. All oug·l1t to be t1nit'e1J. in· f" l _1s 1ery. 
e11ac1:ling· any measure tl1at has for its Nfr. Speaker resl1med tl1e ·Cl1air. 
object' tl1e pteservation of our fisl1- 4 Tl1e Chairman from tl1e· Committee 
• ies. 

We lnay diffe·r in tl1e form or me
thod to be p·rescribed for their preser
vation, but we all ag·ree tl1at steps 
sl1ould be taken for tl1e preser\·ation 
of thi.s fishery. It is fraugl1t \.Vitl1 
n1any po,ssibilities, and fron1 t11e re
port ta.bled to-day it is quite evident 

reported tl1at tl1ey 11ad considered1 tl1e 
matter to tl1em referied; and asked 
leave to sit ag·ain. 

On motion tl1is Report \Vas receiv
ed and adopted; and it wa.s orderecl 
tl1at tl1e Comn1ittee 11a.ve leave to sit 
ag·ai11 on to-1norrow. 

Pl1rsuant to Order, and 011 motion 
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of Hon. Minister of Justice, the Bill 
"An Act to provide fo-r certa.in Retir
ing· Allowances," was read a third 
time and 1passe1d'; an:d it was ordered 
tl1at it be eng·ro.ssed, being entiitle,d as 
above, and tl1at it be sent to ·the Leg·-
islati ve Council wi tl1 a message re-
questing tl1e concurrence of that 
body in its p·rovisions. 

lVIUNICIP AL BILL. 
Pursuant to Order, a.nd on motion 

of Rt. hon. tl1e P1rime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole to consider· tl1e B-ill "An 
Act further to amend the Municipal 
Act, 1902." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
M·r. Parson,s took the Cl1air of Com

mittee. 
MR. BENNETT-Before this motion 

is p11t I should like to say that the 
bill now before the Committee has my 
very fullest a.nd 11eartiest support. I 
am sure that tl1e representatives of 
St. J ol1n's feel pleased that they have 
an opportunity to suppo1rt a bill of 
this kind. It is a well known fact, 
Mr. Chairman, tl1at the St. John's 
Municipal Council as it i's to-day is very 
much ·restricted in its powers. I have 
no do11bt ti1at those who originally 
framed the St. John's Municipal Act, 
a11d those "\Vho have int,roduoed amend
ments tl1ereto from time to time h.ad 
the best interests of the city in view 
\vhen those re·strictions were placed 
tl1ere. But, sir, I have felt for son1e 
time tl1at the tin1e is about to arrive 
if it l1as not alrea.dy arrived' when 
some la.rger po\vers .should be placed 
in tl1e l1ands of tl10,se wl10 a,re in con-
trol of affairs in this City with a view 
to improving the conditions tl1at ex
ist as regards municipal m.atters in 
general. I have no doubt that tl1e 
present Council are acco,rding to tl1ei-r 
means, doing what they can to carry 
out the work im.posed upon tl1em in as 
thoroug·l1 and efficient a manner as 

• 

possible, but it must be apparent to 
eveiry tl1inking peirson, a.nd it must be 
apparent to every person \vho 11as tl1e 
ir1terest of the city .at heart,that there 
is something lacking and tl1at there is 

necessity for some drastic imprrove
ments to be brougl1t about, if not at 
tl1e present time· tl1en in tl1e very near 
ft1ture. I .am not in .a position to state 
here this e'rening wl1at should be 
done, and I am not in a position to 
state how the money sl1ould be raj s ed 
to n1eet the co,st of tl1ese imp.:rove-
ments, but I 11ave· always held that 
St. John's is to-d1ay a city tl1at re-
quires, a.n improved con di ti on botl1 as 
reg·ards its, sanitary arrang·ements and 
general .upkeep and care of the ·city. 
Comparing St. John's witl1 otl1er 
cities of similar size, I am afra.id tl1e 
con1parison is very bad as far as we 
are conce·rned. Witl1 tl1e re,Tenue tl1e 
Council 11a \re at their disposal I have 
no do11bt tl1ey a.re doing the best they 
can, b11t, sir, tl1at revenue is yearly 
increasing·, and I questio11 very mucl1 
whetl1er ·the g·ene1ral condition of af
fair.s is improving p.ro1)ortionately 
with the revenue. I know from ex-
pe1rienc·e gained when I wa.s a 
member of tl1e Council tl1at tl1e c.alls 
are many and g·rea.t on the funds of 
the City Council; but I can claim that 
when the Council of whicl1 I \Vas a 
member took ove.r tl1e affairs of tl1e 
city tl1ey were not in tl1e conditio1i 
wl1en we left tl1em. Up to that 
time sir, the interest on the Civic 
Debt was only 11alf met, instead of 
paying fifty thous.and, ·dollars a yea.r 
for wl1ich tl1e city w.a.s 1res,ponsible to 
the general Gove.rnment for interest 
tl1ey were only paying 11alf tl1at 
amount, and on our assu111ption of of
fice tl1e first tl1ing· we took i11 11ancl 
\Vas p·roviding· means whe:reby we 
could meet tl1e full amount of our in-

terest, and tl1e idea. tl1at 

tl1e Council at tl1at . time 

permeated 

1vas tl1at to 
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meet our interes.t was tl1e first step 
toward! civic independence. Whilst 
we were not p.ayin.g ou.r just debt to 
the Government we were not in a po
sition to make any demands on tl1e 
Government for further consideration. 
However, a.s I have said, within ' t"vo 
yerurs of ta.king tl1at mat~2~ up we met 
the full amount of the. city's indeb.tecl
ness in the way of inte1rest, and it i1 . .JS 

been · met every yea:r · sinr.e, n,11 d I 
think,Sir, th.at firom tl1at ·dlate. up to tl1e 
P·resent time thing,s m'ight 11ave im
proved a .great deal more than they· 

have. It is t 1rue tl1at tl1e 'Jst:tb tisl1-· 

ment of .a Iiew wa.ter· ser'vice took 
pla.ce which co·st the city I tl1ink in 
the neighbourhood! of one hundred an·d 
fifty or two 11 undred thousand dollars. 
That ne-Yv water service was only com· 
pleted within tl1e Ia.st two 0 :1 tl1ree 
months,-! mean as. reg.ards bring·i.:1g 
it into actual operation-and· I 1101)e 
Mr. Chairman tl1at the. inauguration 
of this new water se1rvice· will !1a.,:e 
the effect it was originally intended to 
11a ve, a more efficient water service 
and a Il'.Eans to make the city i)·urer 

. I 

and cle·aner and more· he·althful <111d 

comfoirtable .for its citizens. I 11c.)1>e 
the Municipal Council will ma~e 2 

"\reiry stringent endeavour t ,J b:~in? 

.about reforms in tl1e way of sanitation 
for this city that are so ·desirabi(~, :111tl 

the necessity fo1r 'vhich must })e ~tl'

p.ar·ent to every me1nber of thi1s house 
and this community. \tVe 11ave hearr"d 
a g·rea.t deal, Mr. Ch.airman during 
this se·ssion about the cure, and: p·re
vention of Tuberct1losis. A gre:at deal 
has been .sald ,recently about spitting 
on ~11 e streets a.nd other tl1ings tl1at 
'1nig·l1t be· ·construed as da.n.gerous to 
tl1e· ·pubiic i1eaith; but I submit Sir, 
anci I think tl1at my word,s will be en
<lorsed by every ·member of the com
munity, th.at the1 conditions1 of tl1e 
streets of tl1is town a·re not con'.l :1cj \~ e 
to the p\revention of consumptio11 , I 

; 

tl1ink tl1e citize11s of St. Jol111'~_; 11a,·e 
not been sufficiently active. I ·lo r:.1t 

th·ink tl1ey are awa.ke to, tl1ei!~"' resp.on
sibilities. I do not think ou,r learli11g 
citizens ha,ve taken sufficient in'.:~i·e-:;t 

in civic affairs. After all the ci vjc ~f

fairs sl1ould be second only to tt e 
priv.ate affair:s of the· individ11;1l citi
zens. Indeed the ci vie· affairs are t ·11e 

private .affairs of its citizens, \Vll<) tl ": o 

anxious to have their home·s Ct)111furt

able. and attractive· and eve1ry·t1Ji115 -~e

sirable. But while. active in Oll"'.." 

private affairs -YVe have no 
spi1rit about the affairs of tl1e 

p11b!ic 

city . 
However, I trust Mr1

• Ch .i.i ;"n1:1j1 t11 at 
tl1e time is not far dista.nt wl1en pu·b-
lie opinion will be awakened, 
proper effort will be: made to 

and a 
l ') r ~ n .:r , ' ) • b 

about the,se mucl1 ·desiired imp·ro\re
ments, and: I am sure that any legis
lation the Council1 ask this. House fnr 
to enable them to bring about these 

and endorsed by every member of the 
·I-Iouse. ' As I i11timated '\Vhen tl1e 
Tuberculosis Resolutions were before 
the Chair, l\1essrs .. l~ow·ri11g with com
mendable genero,sity 11ave ·donated to 
the city a public parl{ in the .suburbs 
of St. John's. within easy acce·ss. for 
those \V ho live in town. I said then 1 

Sir, it was a ,sign of an awakening on 
the' part of our mo·re wealthy citizens 
tl1at there are res,ponsibilities and 
privileges that wea1tl1y people migl1t 
assume .and confer by doing some
tl1ing for tl1e less forturtate of ou.r peo
ple. I can imag'ine,l\ir. Chairman,tl1e ad
vantag·e this park w.ill be to the ·citi
ze11s of St. John's both East and West 
on fine summer eve·ning·s, when, if tl1e 
Str1eet Cars run in tl1at direction, a 
poor n1a11, may for a .small fee tal{e 
·tl1ose of his family out, who rec1uire 
that fresl1 air and sunligl1t tl1at i.s 
conduc'ive to g·ood 11ealtl1. As I 11ave 
said before. the people of St. John's 

must 11a,,e been pleased to 11ear of 

• 



lIOUSE 0}"' ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

tl1e generosj t)r of l\!Ie.ssirs. Bowring 
a.nd tl1eir action sl1ould ·be an object 
lesson to tl1ose wl10 are more largely 
ble.st with t11is worlds good.s to fol
low tl1eir example, and help to mal\:e 
tl1e city mo.re attractive and 
11ealthy. I hope my remarks 
not be looked on as a criticism 
those conducting the affair.s or 

more 
\vill 

of 
tl1e 

city; but ratl1er as the views of a 
representative of pa.rt of tl1i1s town, 
wl10 is trying to awa.l\:en tl1e feeling or 
se11timent tl1at tl1e affairs of tl1is city 
sl1ould be tl1e a.ffa.irs of every ma.n, 
woma11 a11d cl1ild that lives in it. 
Pride ·sl1ould be taken in our city, and 
I 11ope the time is not far clistant 

wl1en we '\Vill be able · to mal\:e it a 
city tl1at \Ve can feel proud to live in. 
I appi:::·eciate it will be necessary to 
have additional mo11ey for tl1e.se 

works. Before we can con1e to 11ave 
a clean city a considerable amot1nt of 
paving· is yet to be done. Water Street 
11as been paved, but in the spring of 
tl1e y~ea.r it is covered "ritl1 n111d inches 
deep wl1icl1 almost c1estroys. the use of 
t11e sple11did pave111ents on tl1at Street. 
Tl1is condition of tl1ing·s is brought 
abol1t by tl1e fact that tl1e street im
n1ediately adjacent to it is as a rule 
notl1ing bl1t a quag·mi.:-e. Now Sir, 
we 11a·ve plenty of paving n1aterial in 
tl1e Sl1burbs of St. Jol1n's, and one of 
tl1e first tlling·s that I would advoca:te 
would be tl1e paving of Duck\vo.rtl1 
Street from tl1e east to tl1e weist end, 
and also tl1e paving of those cross 
streets wl1icl1 lea.d to vVater Street. At 
tl1e· san1e time, tl1e pa vin.g of Water 
Street sl1ould be co11tinued to the 
Cross Roads and to Hoylestown, wl1en 
\~re 11ave all tl1at do11e, we may 11ope 
to 11a·ve a clean city, till tl1at is ·:::lone 
we ca11 expect i1otl1ing· better than 
vvl1at 11as ,existed 11ere for tl1e la.st 
t\\renty years. After we 11a·ve paved 
tl1ose streets attention can be given 

to tl1e side streets a11d those ru11ning 

... 

at right .ang·les from tl1e main tl1oro
fare,s. I think that the reve11 ue of 
tl1e Council would; be sufficient to 
k·ee·p th.e.se streets in repair, and I 
think tl1e present sanitary staff 
would be sufficient to look afte.r the 
sani ta tio11 and general clean up. Tl1ere 
is one thing tl1at tl1e Council 11as to 
contend witl1 and tl1at is tl1e want of 
desire on tl1e part of many citizens to 
connect tl1eit 11ouses. wi tl1 tl1e sewer .. 
age system. I submiit tl1at tl1is 
sl1ould be made compul·sor·y. I know 
inain streets in tl1is city, wl1ere the 
sanitary car.s go ·da)"" after day to vis-
it one or two· house:s of people· wl10 
are openly viola ting· tl1e law. Sl1ould 
tl1o·se 11ouses be compelled to connect 
with tl1e sewerag·e system it will. be 
unnece.ssary f 01r tl1em to go to tl1ese 
localities any longer and tl1ey will be 
able to p.ay attention to localities 
where it is impossible to 11a ve tl1at 
sewerag·e sy.stem installed. I · tl1ink, 
Mr. Chai1rman, tl1at if tl1e.se matters 
are taken up· in a spirit of ireforn1 
with the ultimate idea tl1a.t the city 
should be made a credit to tl1e peo1)le 
of St. J 01111'.s and not a pla.ce to be 
sneered at by every person th.at comes 
in, these imp-rovements would soo11 
be brougl1t about. I 11ave much pleas
ure in gi,1ing tl1is Bill n1y 11ea1rty sup
port ana.. .a.s tl1e representa.tive of the 
district of St. J ol1n's vVest, I would 
express my 11earty thank.s and app·re
ciatio11 to Messrs. Bow:r:ing for tl1eir 
rnagnificent gift to tl1e citv and I 

u 

11ope wl1en tl1e Park i.s completed and 
in operation it will be availed of by 
hundreds of our citize11s .and that tl1e 
name of Bowring will go down to p·os
teri ty as -a benefactor of tl1e poor and 
less fortuna.te citizens of tl1is town. I 
l1ave very mt1ch pleast1re in ,g·iving my 
11earty· ·support to tl1e Bill now before 
tl1e Chair. 

' . 

Mr. Speaker resu111ed the Cl1air. 
Tl1e Cl1airman from tl1e Con1mittee 
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re,ported that they had considered the 
matter to them referre,d; and had 
pas.sed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion thts. Report w,a;s. r·e-
cei ved and1 ado1pted; and it was order
ed that the Bill be read a thi;rd time 
on to-morrow. 

CUSTOMS BILL. 
Second Reading of Bill ·to amend 

''The Customs Act, 1898." 
HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 

Mr. Speaker,, I be·g to move the se
cond .reading of this, Bill . It is intro
d uced to make two small chang,es to 
increase the efficiency of the service. 
The fi1rst section proposes to am-end 
section 2 of the Act passed i11 1907, by 
applying that .section to the Unite·d 
States. The section ·provided "In ·de
termining tl1e dutiable v.alue of goo'.dis, 
exc:ept when importe,d from Great 
Britain, Ireland and Canada there 
shall be added to tl1e cost or the ac·
tual wholesale pil'ice or fa.ir marl{et 
valt1e, at the time of e.xportation, in 
the principal m.a:rk.ets of tl1e country 
firom whence tl1e same ha.ve been im
porte.d into this Colony the co.st of in
land transportation, sl1ipment and 
transhipment with all tl1e expense.s 
included from the place of growth, 
production or manufacture. Whether 
by land or water to tl1e vessel in 
which shipment i.s made eithe·r in 
tranzitu or diTe1ct to the colony, sub
ject to ·suc·h regulations a.s are made 
by the GoveTnor in Co·uncil." 

Now to the exception of Great Bri-
tain, Ireland and Canada, tl1e1 Cus-
toms autho1ritics pro1')0,se to add the 
United States, botl1 in the :interest of 
tho trade andi qf the service. The se
cond s·e,ction deals wi tl1 a small point 
wh.icl1 was found to be of some im
portance and neede::J.i to l)e tttended to. 

Section 207 of the Act of 1898 was 
taken from the Ca.nad1ia.n Act and 
some words were· left out. The 
present section reads cveT·y person 

who by any cont1tva.nce ga~ns access 
to bonded g·oods in a railway car , or 
to goods in a. railway c,ar upon \Vl1icl1 
customs duties have not been paid, 
s.hall be subject to certain penalties. 
The authoritiesi foun·d tl1.at it often 
happened tl1at 1goods arriving he,re for 
places like Bell Isla.nd, were taken 
from the car to Bell Island, but were 
transfe.rred on the way to s.ome otl1ejr 
per.s.on at say Portugal Cove. In oth
er word.s they are taken pas.session of 
before actual payment of tl1e dutie,s. 
This section p.ropose,s to inse·rt the 
vvondis "Or in a.ny othe·r conveyanc,e 0 1r 
pla.ce'' after the words "railway car" 
and this will cover the p·osi ti on thatJ I 
have outlined. 

On motion the Bill was ·r·ead a se
cond _time and, ordJered to be refeirre·d 
to commi1ttee of tl1e V\rl1ole House on 
to-morrow. 

PHAR.MACY BILL1. 
Sec·ond Reading of Bill to amend 

the Act 10 Edward VII., Cap. 4. 
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE

Mr. Sp.eaker the object of this Bill is 
to make a small amendment in Sec
tion 13 of what 'is lino,v11 an "Tl1e 
Pharmacy Act" passed a couple of 
yerur·s .ago and 11as, ref ere11ce to tl1e 
.s.ale of poi.sons. The Act did not p;re-

. vent th.e importation of ·poisons into 
the Colony. That is tha.t while an in
·dJvidual cannot sell po:isons in the 
colony, 11e is .allowed to import them 
and tl1e cu.stoms authoritJ~s find that 
persons are imp.orting tl1em in ,small 
quantittes. They now as.Ir that th'is 
amendment be made in the Act. 

At present section B read.s a.s fol-
lows: "No persons shall :s.ell or at-
tempt to sell or expose for sale or 
keep. open shop for retailing dd~spen

sing or compounding a.ny of tl1e drugs 
or medicin·e1s mentioned in scl1edule A 
to this Act." Tl1e Custom·s offi.c.ials 
ask now for tl1e inse1rtion of words 
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not in any way affect tl1e importation 
by ·chemists whole,sale_. 

On mo1tion the Bill was read a se-
cond time and orde·r·ed to be referired 
to a committee of the whole House on 
to-mo,rrow . 

·GRAND BANK HARBOR BILL. 
So.cond R.ead.ing of Bill to amend 

tl1e Act 2 Edw.ard VII., ·Cap. 14, en
titled "An Act res.pectin.g the cont1rol 
and mana.gement of the Harbour of 

tlemen ts in the country rur·e getting 
theit• public '\vorks ·p1r·oportionately out 
of the revenue, Grand Bank is taxed 
for the ordina;ry improvem.ents in the 
harbour, and the Government has de
cided to take the respons.ibility for 
this debt .and not to collec"t th.e1 inter
est on the vote. The differenc.e will 
be ve.ry s.mall as Hon . g·en ti.em.en will 
see. In 1907 there was col.lected at 
Grand Bank $1222. 05·, ·in 1908 $1130, 

Grand Bank." 

HON. THE MINISTER OF 

in 1909 there was collecte·d $1186 on 
JUS· coal and $905 i'n wateir rates, in 1910 

TICE-Mr. Speaker, in moving the 
sec·ond rea1d'ing of this bill I beg to 
say that the Act 2 Ed. VII. C.ap. 14 
entitled "An Act -respecting the con
trol and management of the Harbo·ur 
of ·Grand Bank" po:ovide.s for the ap
poin tme11t of a boardJ of Commission
ers whos1e duties are· to manage and 
control the Harbor of Gra.nd Bank a.nd 
provides for a ta,x pay.able f.or all ves
s·els belonging to Grand Bank as fol-

-
lows: "On ve·s.seis o·v er forty tons-
five cents. "On all ve1s,s·els under fo·rty 
tons and over ten tons two dollars.'' 
This tax is leviable once a y·e.ar, and 
1s ·payable to the Board for· the im
provements of ·Gr·and Bank Harbour. 
In addition to th.ts, so1ne· time. before 
1909, I tl1ink ·during the teirm of the 
late adm·inistration,the sum of $15,000 
was voted by way of loan to a .rand 
Bank and $5000 for the ha:rbor im
p1"ovements of Fortune·,making $20,000 
alto.g·ether. It wa.s 1r:aised! by the loan 
Act of 1909, and under an anrange,ment 
made at that tim.e, or mad.e at the 
time the mone.y was1 1spent .a tax was 
placed upon c·oal ,go.ing into Gr.and 
Bank and that tax as collected was 
ap.plied to tl1e pa.ying of the· inte·rest of 
the loan and any balance whatever 
was applied to harbou1r im·provements 
in Gr·and Bank. The general publirc 
of this place have· represented to the 
Government the unfairne1ss that ex .. 
ists bec:ause while a11 the other set-

$534 on coal and $148 in water rates, 
in 1911 $982. 30 on coal and $393 in 
water rate's, making a total of $4781. 
Out of this $3779. 08 wa.s· paid into the 
T 1reasury for intere·st on tl1e loan, 
leaving $1001. 92 to be spent in Har
bour imp.rovements or about $250 a 
year. The .amount colle·cted at For
tune le·ss the 1amount paid in interest 
only le.ft $141. 90 to be exp1ended in 
h.arbour improveme.nts, o,r' about $35 
per year. This Act then merely pro
poses to rep,eal the tax wh'icl1 was 

. placed on Grand Bank vessels by tl1e 
.\.ct of 1902, and when the, Revenue 
Bill c.omesi down it is proposed to re
peal the tax on coal so that 'improve
ments made at ·Grand Ba.nlr and For
tune will be m.ade in the ,same way as 
in any other settl.ement in th.e· colony. 

On motion the Bill was read a se
cond time and ordered to be referred 
to a committee of the wl1ole on to .. 
mo·rrow. 

M·r. Speal\:e.r informe·d, the House 
that he had re.ceived a. me1ss.age f1rom 
the Legislative Council acqua.inting 
the House of As.sembly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act to amend Ch.apter 102 of tl1e Con-
solidated Statutes. entitled "O.f 
We-ights and Measures. and the In-
spection of L 1umber," with some 
amendments in which they ·r:equested 
the ·Concurrence of the House of 
.A;s1sembly_ . ~ 
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On motion the amendments were 
read a fi1tst time anct ordered to be 
read a second tim.e· on to-morrow. 

Mr. Clift gave Notice of Question. 
Mr. Clapp gave Notice of Question. 
The re·maining Orders of the Day 

we:,e deferred. 
It vvas n1oved and seconded tl1at 

, 

wl1en tl1e Ho.u·se rises it adjourn until 
J.Vlonday next, March 25th., at tl1ree 
of tl1e clock in tl1e afternoon. 

Tl1e House tl1en a.djourned accord
ing·Iy. 

l\10NDA Y, Mar1ch 25th., 1912. 
House met at three of the clock in 

the afte1rnoon, pursuant to adjourn-
me11t. 

PETITIONS. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY

:rvir. S·peaker, I ask leave to present a 
number of petitions from the Officer s 
and members of tl1e Fi-sl1ermen'.s Pro
tective Union, in the District of 
Tri11ity) having ,reference to· the Gen
eral Election and Railway matters. The 
petitio11s, wl1ich 11ave been forwarded 
me f,rom L.ittle Hearts Ease, Champ
neys, English Ha.rbour·, Elli.ston, B,on
a venture, liatchet Cove, Trinity East, 
Lo11g· Beach, Snooks Harbour and 
Scilly Cove, are similar to tl1ose wl1icl1 
were p1resen ted to this House 011 Fri
day last l)y tl1e L·eader of tl1e Opposi
tion,and I have nothing to add to wl1at 
'\\ra,s said on tl1at occasion by Sir Ed
v.Tard Morris, the Prime Minister. I 
would ask that these ·petitions be re# 
fe rred to tl1e Department of the Co
lonial Secretary. I also beg· to pre· 
sent a number of petitions. from tl1e 
~ame settlen1ents on tl1e subject of 
Telepl1one cor1nection, Pt1blic· wl1arves. 
Lighthouses and Fo.g Alarms , and 
ports of call for the S.S. Ethie. I 
ask that tl1ese petitions be also 11."€~ 

ferred to tl1e Colonial Sec·retary's De
partment, in order that tl1ey may rB
ceive due consideration by the Gov--

ernment. 
MR. DOWNEY-Mr. Speaker, I 

have b·een entrusted to-day with two 
petitions. Tl1e first is of more than 
ordinary importa11ce· and I don't tl1ink 
I C'ould do justice to it without a.sking 
tl1e ind t1lgence of tl1e House to read 
t\vo, prura.gra.phs. 

Tl1.is petition is. signe·d. by tl1e en
tire inhabitants of the Bay of Islands 
and deals witl1 the most important 
subject of roads. Ac.companying it 
is a voucl1er sig·ned by tl1e clerg-ymen, 
tl1e lVianager of the Bank of Montreal, 
the head·s of tl1e, differ ent mercantile 
fi rms and some of the more import
ant citizens .stating tl1at if the Leg.is
lature grants the prayer of the peti
ion tl1a.t they will without any fee or 
commission constitute thems·elves into 
a committee to see that the money is 
expe11ded to, the greate,st advantage 
and tl1at the very best returns. in la.
bo1:" and value are g·i v·en. Knowing the 
in1porta.nce of this petition I give it 
my earnest support and ask that it be 
referred to the Board of Works in the 
11ope that its prayer may be, granted. 
I also ask leave; to present a. petition 
from Bay of Island.s a.sking that the 
c1uesti'on of g·ranting· a subsidy to tl1e 
stean1er "Seal" may be favorably con
.sidered. The petitioner:s thinl\: tl1at 
during· tl1e p:resent year sl1e could be 
of very great value, and could be 
utilized to convey .a weel{ly mail. I 
would asl{ that this petition be· re-
ceived and refer.red to the Depart
ment of tl1e Colonial Secretary and 
tl1at it be fa\rourably considered. 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 
MIN ES-1\:Ir. Speaker, I asl{ leave to 
present a petition from Goo,seiber r y 
Islands, p1rayi11g that a light-house be 
' 
placed tl1ere. Needless to, say, I give 
the petition my 11earty support, and 
ask tl1at it l)e referred! to the Depart
ment to 'vhicl1 it ,relates. I also ask 
lea ·ve to present a petition from Deer 
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Isla11ds asking that a light-l1ous·e· be 
placed on West Point. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE-I 

ask leave to present a petition from 
Squid Tickles in connection with the 
running· of mail ,steamer.s on Sunday 
and other matters·. I .ask that petition 
be receive·d and ref eirred to the De-

' partment of the Colonial Se·cr.etary. 
MR. F. J. MORR 1 .s~1 ask leave to 

pre1sent a petition f,ro1m Richard Car
een and a.bout 150 otl1e11 residents of 
P,oint Lance·, Cape· St. Mary's shore 
and St. Bride'.s on tl1e subject of a 
roadi from Branch to Point Lance. 
There is quite a, thriving settlement 
out there, and up· to the p1r,e·sent time 
tl1ey have never had a .r·oad. There is 
a p.atl1, but it is not passable for a ve
l1ic'1e at a11. Thes,e people have been 
promi1sed a road, I t1nderstand., for the 
past 20 years but nothing has been 
done. I would, ther·efore, a,sk . that 
tl1is petition be .received in tl1e hope 
tl1at a sta,rt n1ay be mad1e this year. 

MR. CLAPP-I asl< leave to present 
a petition from Stanley Grieve and a 
numb·er of othe1r re·sidents of Horse 
lsland·s, and also f,rom. LaScie. These 
petitions ask that a motor-boat be 
substituted for the present system of 
carrying the mails from La Scie to 
Horse Islands, a d1istance of f:rom 12 

to 14 miles. It appears that it tal<es a 
ver·y long· ti1ne at present and the 
trip is . hazardous and men are liable 
at any time, to los·e tl1ei.r lives. I 
would ask th.at this petition be re-
ceive·d and: ·referred to the Department 
of the Colo11ial Sec,retary and that it 
receive the consideration wl1ich its 
impo:rta.nce deserves. I also ask leave 

there is practically no road there at 
all. They also ask that 'in the eve11 t 
of a steamer bein.g put on White Bay 

this season that South vVest Pacc111'9t 
be made a port of call. I also ask 
leave to present a p·etition that ha! 
just been handed me, (I may say I 
have alre·ady presented a similar pe
tition to the· Legislature), on the sub
ject of mal<ing Fleur de L~s a port of 
call. Now wl1en I fi1rst received a pe
tition on this subject I had some com
ffi t1nication wi.tl1 the Government on 
the matter a.nd Captain Kean thou.ght 

• 
it undesir.able that the steame'r should 
call at Fleur de Lys, but I hope that 
now that a ,smaller ste·amer is being· 
p·ut on V\""hite Bay the Gov~ 1 · i1Ine11t 

will see its' way clear to deal \Vi th 
this matteir. The· pet~tion also asks 
that the telegraph wires be extended 
from Co·achman' s Cove to Fleur de 
Lys. I have no· doubt this matter 
'vill also rec·eive consideration at tl1e 
ha.nds of the Government. I alc;o ask 
leave to pres.ent a petition from Wil
liam Duggan and otl1ers of LaScie. 
'The petition i.s numerou.sly s.igned and 
asks that LaScie be· made a . weekly 
port of ·Call. It is a growing pla.ce, and 
tl1e peqple feel the need of a weekly 
vistit from a .steame1r .instead of a fort
nightly one. I am su,re that t11e Gov
ernment will also consider this mat
ter as soon as .a steamer· 1.s put J~l 

White Bay. I would ask that tl1~ pe·l,t
tion be received a,nd referred ~o the 
Dep.a1~tmen t of the . Colonial S e1c.re
tary. 

M•r. Clift ,gave notice of question. 
Mr. Kent gave notice· of question. 
Hon. Minister of Justice gave no· 

to present a petition from E. Butler, 
.J.P., and a number of otl1e1~ residents 

tice that on to-morrow he would ask 

of South--vvest Pacquet, aski'ng that 
a post-office be established there. 
These people· suffer· very gre.at incon
·venience having to travel three or 
fo11r mile.s over a rock road, in fact 

leave to introduce a Bill to p·rovide. 
fo.r the appropriation of lands 1required 
for public purposes. 

.. QUES·TIONS. 
MR. CL I FT asked the Hon. Colonial 

Secretary to lay on the table a state-
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mcn1t showing (1) a1nounts paid to Dr. 
Grant, of Channel, on account of vac
cinating passengers and others, or for 
other purposes since January 1st, 
1912; and (2) amount paid for lymph 
for such pt1rposes; also ( 3) a detail
ed stateme:Qt of cost of cable laying 
bc1t\veen Ramea and Burgeo, including 
hire of schooner Duchess of Cornwall; 
also ( 4) to state if the said cable has 
been connected, and is now in opera
tion or not; if not, why not. 

HONORABLE COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-In reply to th·e hono·rable 
member I be.g to say that (1) Dr. 
Grant \Vas paid $110.25 for 882 vaccin
ations at 121h cents; (2) the amount 
11aid for vaccine was $114.66; (3) I 
table herewith a detailed statemenit of 
cost of cable laying between Ramea 
and Burgeo; ( 4) The cable is not yet 
in operation. Mr. Stotit, the Superin
tendent of Telegraphs, reports that the 
laying of tl1e cable was commenced at 
Ramea Island on the morning of Nov. 
l81th, the cable being on board the 
scl1ooner Duchess of Cornwall, which 
ship , .. vas towed by the S.S. Fiona_. 
About 8 miles of cable was laid that 
day, and towards. evening, the '°'1in·d 
having increased to a gale, it became 
necessary to cut and buoy the cable, 
''rhile 1the ship had to proceed to Bur
geo for shelter. The gale was of such 
extreme severity tl1at tl1e buoy l1roke 
adrift. Efforts were made rto recover 
the e11d of tl1e cable in order to com
plete the laying, but weather condi
tions made it impossible. The remain
ing portion of rthe cable is coiled 
ashore at Burgeo until the spring, 
\vl1en, according to Mr. Stott, the lost 

" end of the cable can be easily 1.·e-
covered and the connecition com
pleted. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Right Ho11. 
the Prime Minister whether it is the 
intention of the Governmen1t to build 
and improve the road in White Bay, 
District of St. Barbe, leading to the 
railway line, the l)resent year, 1912. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
The road in question, namely, the 
road in White Bay, District of St. 
Barbe, leading to the Railway line, 
\Vas, I understancr, in the year 1898 
undertaken by the Winter adn1inistra
rt.ion, and partially constrt1cted. Upon 
assun1ing office, the present Govern
n1ent found that for the previous ten 
years not a dollar had been expended 
on the work; that it had been entirely 
abandoned; and that the whole road 
\Vould require to be rebuilt. At 1the 
present time, nearly tl1e whole of the 
:road is overgrown with trees, and a 

\ 

g·reat portion of it rthat had been made 
11as been "\vashed away. They also 
found that the roads in this District 
11ad been entirely neglected, and 
\Vere in a \Vretched condition. For 
the past three years they have been 
in1proving the roads, and have spent 
some thousands of dollars each year 
over a.nd above the regular grants for 
repairing the roads and bringing them 
up ;to a standard to enable tl1e people 
to avail of them. There is not a n1ile 
of main line to-day in the entire Dis
trict from Trout River to La Scie, ex
tending over nearly 600 miles; and the 
Government propose, in their general 
policy of the improvment of our main 
roads, a.nd1 tl1e. extension: of tl1e same 
througl1 Districts no\v lacking these 
facilities, to include St. Barbe therein. 

WAYS· AND MEANS. 
Pursuant to, notice and leave grant

ed, and on motion of Hon. lVIinister 
of Fina.nee and Customs the 1-Iouse 
resolved itself into Committee of tl1e 
whole on \Vays and Means. 

Mr. Speal{er left the Chair. 

M.r·. Parsons tool\: tl1e Cl1air of Com
m·i ttee. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-Mr. Chairman, in rising 
to-day to perform the duty of present
ing tl1is, my fourth Budget, it is my 
pleasing privilege to be able to agai11 
congratulate tl1e Legislature and the 



•· 

J 
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people on the u11exampled co11dition 
of prosperity wl1ich our .Colony enjoys 
and which is due very largely to the 
results of the policy of the Govern
me11t that are now beginning to bear 
fruiit abundantly. The story of the 
Colony's progress tl1e past three 
years is most encouraging and the 
pron1ise of the future is even more so. 
\Vhen twelve months ago I presented 
my third Bt1dget, it \Vas my fortunate 
posiition to be able to invite yot1 to re
joice in the fact that the fiscal year 
1909-10 had broken all records in our 
financial history-by showing a total 
trade greatly i11 excess of any previous 
year's, a revenue by far the largest 
e\rer realized, and a st1rplus enormous
ly exceeding any previously attained. 
It would almost seem impossible that 
this unique state of affairs cot1ld be 
improved upon this year, and yet I 
am proud to be able to announce to
day that the Colony's total trade for 
·tl1e fiscal year 1910-11 was substantial
l3r in excess of that of the previous 
year, botl1 as to imports and exports; 
that the revenue ag·ain reached a fig
t1re ot1tranlri11g anytl1ing lJreviously re
corded; and that \Vhile the st1rplus did 
i1c.t , of course, duplicate the phenom
enal or1e of the previous year, it is 
still the largest with one exception, 
in the Colony's annals. To tl1e present 
Government I think l am justified in 
assigning a substantial share of rthe 
credit for this highly g·ratifying situ
ation, because when \Ve took office, 
just three years ago, -vve inaugurated 
a policy of real progress. Hon. mem
bers will be able to see from the print
ed documents wh~ch are laid on itheir 
desks, a11d from the figures which 
I shall quote in the course of tl1is re
vie¥r, that simultaneously with tl1e ad
vent of the prese11t Administration to 
office, this country took on a new 
lease of life, so to speak, and began an 

, 
onward march along the paths of well-

being and contentment, that seems 

destined, as the years go by, to pro-

mote inore and more widespread and 
abiding prosperity among those -vvho 
dwell within her borders. 

As you are a \vare, l\1:r. Chairman, 
the fact that our fiscal year closes on 
the 30tl1 of June, necessitates tl1e con
sideration, in a Budget Speech, of the 
accounts of tl1ree fiscal years--the 
year that closed last June, the year 
that closes the coming June, and the 
year thrut will close twelve months af
ter that. I propose, though, be~ore 

entering into the details of these ac
counts, to state, briefly, tha;t for the 
past fiscal year, namely, that \Vhich 
ended on the 30th of June, 1911, the 
revenue from all sources \Vas $3,527,-
126.43, and the expenditure was $3,. 
354,746.52, leaving a surplus of $172,. 
379.91. For the current fiscal year I 
esitimate a revenue of $3,700,000 and 
an expenditure of $3,525,000, which 
should give a surplt1s of $175,000; and 
for the subsequent fiscal year, ending 
\vith June, 1913, I estimate a revent1e 
of $3, 700,000 and an expenditure of 
$3,600,000, \Vhich should leave a sur
plus of $100,000. 

Three factors contribute to make up 
the growth in the trade of any coun
try-increased imports, increased ex
ports, and expa11sion of local indus
tries. Let us, tl1en, apply the test of 
the import and export trade by noting 
the records for the past six fiscal 
years. During 1tl1e first four of these 
years our predecessor.s held' office, in
cluding within the previous Govern-
1nent's term the last four months of 
the fiscal year \Vhicl1 e11ded on the 
30th of June, 1909, for the first eight 
n1onths of which that Government \Vas 
in office. These figures shovv as fol-
1ows: -

Under Bond. 
1905-6, Imports, $10,414,27 4; Exports, 

$12,086,276; Total, $22,500,550. 
190&-7, Imports 10,426,040; Exports, 

$12,101,161; Total, $22,527,201. 
1907-8, In1ports $11,516,111; Ex1)orts, 

$11,815,769; Total, $23,331,880. 

• 
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1908-9-, Imports, $11,402,337; Exports 
- ' 

$10,848,913; Total, $22,251,250. 
U nd-er Morris. 

1909-10, Imports, $12,799,696; Ex-
ports, $11,824,997; Total, $24,624,692. 

1910-11, Imports, - $13,383,910; Ex
ports, $11,975,747; Total, $25,359,657. 

It will be see11, Mr. Chairman, from 
tl1is table, that the year rthe late Min
istry went out of office was the poor
est in the -vvhole term of six years, in 
point of total rtrade. The exports were -
the smallest in value of the entire 
period, and while there v1as an im
provement in the value of imports, 
over the first two years, it was due 
largely rto the bri11ging in of materials 
for _the building of tl1e pulp and paper 
mills. Since this Government, th_ough, 
has taken office, there -has been a 
marked increase in the value of the 
exports, which means that more money 
has gone into the pockets of our peo
ple; wl1ile ithe value of the imports 
has also sl1own a corresponding in
crease, a proof that out of their en
hanced earnings they are purchasing 
more largely of all forms of imports, 
in order to enjoy more extensively the 
material comforts, -in the form of food 
and clothing and household goods, 
\vhich naturally appeal to rthose whose 
circumstances will enable them to 
procure such. 

What a contrast, Mr. Cl1airman, to 
the gloomy l)redictions of those l)Olitic
al opponents who, in their campaign 
speeches, pre:tended to see in the ad
vent of this Administration to power 
the most calamitous consequences to 
tl1is i\..ncient Colony. Newfoundland's 
total trade in 1910-11 was valued at 
about three-quarters of a million dol
lars more than that of the previous 
year, \vhich \Vas itself the best in our 
history up to that time. To show how 
\videspread \Vas the improvement, I 
would point ou1t that the Customs 
Duties collected at Grand Falls in
creased from $49,324 in 1908-9, to $101,-
374 in 1909-10, and to $123,345 in 1910-

• 

11; those received at Bell Island in 
1910-11 amounted to $41,000, though 
large imports_ of machinery for ex
tending the plants were n1ade in 1909-
10; and those collected at the \rariol!s 
outports, vvhich in 1909-10 amounted 
to $373,487, reaohed $387,445 in 1910-1~, 
a11 increase -of $14,000. The imports 

- -

last -year increased $600,000, and the 
exports showed an increase of $150,000. 
Pulp and paper_ exports are now com- , 
ing to figure as substantial factors in 
our- shipments abroad. 

The revenue of tl1e Custon1s Depart
ment continues to increase largely and 
to prove a constant source of surprise 
to even the n1ost optimistic students of 
Ollr fiscal and economic advance. Ap-
plying rthe same test as previously, 
that is _to say, making an exhibit of 
tl1e record of tl1e last fou-r· years. of our 
predec·es,sors, witl1 tl1e two c·ompleted 
years that have transpired of the pre
sent administration, we fi11d that it 
works out as follows: -

U under Bond. 
Year Cust. Rev. Increase Decrease 
1905-6 $2,335,238 $39,278 
1906-7 2,354,056 18,818 
1907-8 2,472,074 118,018 
1908-9 2,425,393 $46,681 

$176,114 $46,691 
Net increase for , 4-year period $129,423 
Average increase for 4 years 32,356 

Under Morris. _ 
Y1ear Cust. Rev. Increase Decrease 
1909-10 $2, 7 43,364 $317,971 
1910-11 2,898,615 155,251 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . ........ $4 73,222 
.Average for two years . . . . . 236,611 

In other words, the Colony, under 
the present Administration, has aver
aged an increase in Customs Revenue 
for each of the two years completed of 
more than $200,000 annually in excess 
of tl1at realized by the same Depart
ment during the last four years of the 
Bond Administration. . It may be argu
ed, however, that in ithese amounts are 
included the revenue derived from the 
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tax on,. iron or·e, ·but, if, Sir, we talre 
ot1t ·or allow for these amounts, which 
\Vere $22,201. 7 4 in 1909-10 ·and $66,280 
in 1910-11, we have still an enlarge
ment in 1910-11 of $89,000 ·due to in
creased in1portations. What is :true 
of Customs Revent1e is equally true of 
Postal . Revenue, Telegraph Revenue, 
Taxes a11d Assessments, and Miscel
laneous Revenue. The Postal Revenue 
increased almost $27,000 last year, 
r)artly, of . course, throl1gh the sale of 
Guy Centenary and Royal Coronation 
issues, bt1t apart from this ·there is 
a steady i1orn1al increase, and the 
Auditor General, who has followed this 
subject closely, says: "I feel confid
ent tl1at tl1e· Postal Rev·enue for the 
current year-\vl1ich will not be af
fected by \Vhat I may: call · speculative 
issues-will fully equal, if not st1rpass, 
last Ji ear's." The Telegraph Revenue 
has increased $12,000. The · Revenue 
from "Taxes and Assessments" shows 
an increase of $16,000, due to the pa')r-
1nent by tl1e \Vestern Union and Direct 
Cable Com1)a11ies of tl1e sum of $8,000 
eacl1 for la11ding taxes on their cables, 
and the "lVIiscellaneous ,Revent1e" is 
inc.reased almost $60,000 principally 
by the receipt of $49,485 as interest on 
tl1e credit balances of the Railvvay 
Loa11 i11 the Banl{ of Montreal and 
Ba11k of Nova Scotia, besides wl1ich 
tl1e Governme11t has received i11 inter
est on the credit balances of the other 
accou11ts i11 the Banl{ of Montreal . . 

some $6,549 over 1909-10. 
The Crow11 Lands Revent1e for the 

past year was $191,334, a sum nearly 
four times as great as that \Vhich our 
predecessors obtai1~ed from that De
partment during :the last year· they 
\Vere in office, while the best year of 
their term saw a receipt of only 
$59,000. The development of our forest 
wealth has also had tl1~ gratifying ef
fect of making_ our pulp and paper ex
ports one of 1the chief sources on 
which we can rely , in future for a 
valuable industry, subsidiary to the 

fisl1eries; as · the export of l)Ulp and 
paper for the year which ei1ded on the 
30th of June last was valued at $1,194,-
747, and the value of these products 
exported d11ring the six months of the 
current fiscal year, \vhich ended on 
the 31st of December last, "·vas $1,136, 
199. In otl1er ·words, duri11g the calen
dar year 1911, pt1lp and paper \Vere 
exported from tl1is Colony ito the value 
of our mineral export during the same 
period, and the curirent calendar year, 
\vith t11e enlargement at Grand Falls 
and at Bishop Falls, no\v tinder way, 
'"'1ill probably see these figures almost 
do11bled. 

St1ch, then, \Vere rtl1e conditions, 
l\i1r. Chairman, wl1ich gave us a sur
l)lus of $173,000, in round figures, at 
tl1e · end of June last; and the Goverp.
ment proposes to utilize this amount 
in constructing roads and marine 
\Yorks, the necessary legislative auth
orization for \Vhich -vvill be invited in 
a day or t\\ro. 

For the current fiscal year, now 
son1evvhat more than ·eight nlonths 
gone, I estimated last year a revenue 
of $3,460,000, which estimate, I am 
glad to say, is being very materially 
exceeded. For i11stance, the Ct1stoms 
Reve11ue · for the eight months, \Vhich 
ended on February 29th, showed an 
increase of $180,000 over the same 
r)eriod last year and, . in· vie\v of rthe 
prospect of larger imports for the 
Spring trade aµd for the various in-

• 

dustries that are developing, I thinlr it 
i1ot u11reasonable to estimate that the 
same proportion will be maintained for 
the remaining four months, \Vhich 
"rould give an increase in this Depart
ment alone of $270,000, an expansion 
in norn1al Customs Revenue never 
equall_ed in the Colony. The Postal 
Telegraph Revenue for the eight 
months was $112,694.01 against $110,-
125. 52 for the! same period last yea.r·, 
an increase of $2,568.49. I think it is 
safe to assume that the other revent1e
earning departments \Vill yield as 
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much as last year, but to provide for 
the contingency of this not occuring, 
it \Vill be seen that in the following 
staitement I have made ample allow-
ance, thus:-
General Revenue of 1910-11 $3,527,126 
Pl11s estimated increase in 

Ct1stoms Revenue this 
year ....... . • • • • • • • • • 

Less possible shortage in . 
other sources of revenue 

270,000 

$3,797 ,126 

for the coming fiscal year, which I 
have already submitted to this 
House, rt:otal $3,493,989, and the addi
tional estimates which have been s11b
mitted amount, in round figures, to, 
$110,000, made up as follows:-
Interest on additional Rail-

vvay Loan of $2,000,000 . . $70,000 
Interest on Local Loan for 

Telephone Syste1n of 
$150,000 • ................. 6,000 

Initerest on Local Loan for 
Lighthouse System of 

of, say ............... . $ 97,12 6 $10 0, 0 O'O • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . 4, 0 0 0 
----·· 

Leaving a Revenue of .... $3,700,00v 
The expenditure I estimate as 

follOv"VS: -
Principal Estimates, as vot-

ed last session . . . . . . . $3,327,442 
Supplementary Estimates, 

as voted this session 248,643 

$3,576,085 
Less dropped balances, say 50,000 

Total Expenditure • • • 

Excess of Revenue ... 
Or a surplus, say (in round 

figures) . . . . . . . . . ..... 

$3,526,085 
173,915 

$175,000 

For the fiscal year which begins on 
July 1st, 1912, and ends on June 30th, 
1913, I again esitimate a revenue of 
$3, 700,000, and an expenditure of about 
$3,600,000, so that there shot1ld be a 
surplus of virtually $100,000. Seeing 
that, as appears from the statement I 
have just read of rthe Revenue outlook 
for the present year, the prospect is 
for a revenue of almost $3,800,000 
(disregarding the deductions I have 
made for unforeseen contingencies, 
whicl1. may reduce the total receipts 
somewhart), I consider myself war
ranted in estimating that we will re
ceive at least $3, 700,000 again in the 
next fiscal year, taking into accou.nt 
the normal increase in Customs, Post
al, Telegraph, Crown Lands and other 
sources of revenue the past three 
years. The estimates of expenditure 

' 

Increase of Education Grant 
following Censt1s ....... . 

Increase of Ro.ad Grant,·do.,do. 

' 

22,500 
7,310 

$109,810 
The t"\vo together make a total ex-

penditure of sligl1tly over $3,600,000, 
which would give a probable surplus 
of about $100,000. 

Having thus, Mr. Chairman, dispos
ed of the fiscal situation for the three 
years embraced within this Budget, it 
is again my privilege to invite rthis . 
House and the country to note the 
splendid a.dvance in all forms of pros
perity made by our Colony during th6 
past twel\'-e months, the degree of mat
erial advancement reached during the 
}rear having exceeded that of any other 
season that preceded it. 

Conclusive testimony as to the pro
gress which the Colony has made is 
afforded by the last Report of the 
Newfoundland Board of Trade, wl1ich .. 
organization, in the course of its 
valuable annual review of conditions 
"\vithin the Colony, says:-

"Newfoundland has experienced for 
the pasrt two or three years, and is 
still experiencing, a period of very 
great prosperity. It would almost 
seem as if all nature had conspired 
this year to make Newfoundland the 
one place of all cod-producing coun
tries where success should attend rthe 
efforts of the people. The success of 
the Colony doubtless depends in the 

• 
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largest degree upon the successful out
come of the fisheries, and this year 
the voyage has been a fairly good one, 

' 

for which, in consequence of the poor-
ness of the voyage in other countries, 
there has been a very keen demand at 
extraordinary prices, which has in
creased the earnings of the fishermen 
very largely and enabled tl1em to 
spend freely; but the other resources 
of N ew.foundland are making them
selves felt and are contributing sub
stantially to the general prosperity of 
the Colony. Amongst ithe various in
dustries may be mentioned, first, the 
splendid pulp mills of the Anglo
N e"\vfoundland Development Company, 
and the equally good but smaller ones 
of the Albert Reed Company, and the 
Iron ·Mines of Bell Island. These in-

• 
dus1tries are subjected to fewer vicis
situdes than the fisheries, and are 
calculat0d to provide a more regular 
source of labor, and to, in some de
gree, do away with the fluctuations in 
the prosperity of the Colony which 
'vere experienced in years gone by. 
The impo:ntance of these in.dustries 
may be gauged f·rom the fact that the 
Anglo-Newfoundland Development 
Company are at the present · time em
ploying about 2,000 men, in addition 
to which rthe loading of the sl1ips em
ploys between 100 and 200 n1ore, ac
cording to reqt1irements. The total 
amount of -vvages paid is not !e~z than 
$900,000 a year, while the mills are ex
pected to have an annual outpuit, when 
the n~w machines are installed, of be
tween 35,000 and 40,000 tons of ground 
wood pulp, and about 60,000 tons of 
paper. The Albert Reed Company al· 
so employ a considerable number of 
men in similar work. Another large 
pulp ind us try is in process of forma
tion at Bay of Islands." 

Similar t'Jstim.0ny t:o tli.e pro~per lty 
of the Colony is adduceci from vari
ous other quarters, and I thinlr I may 
say without fear of successful contra
diction that it will be admitted on ev-

e1·y hand that there was ne-ver a time 
in its history when its people 'vere so 
well-off or contented, or when tl1e out
look for the future was more enco~· 
aging than it is to-day. Newfound
land has been free for years from 
financial unrest, commercial depres
sion or industrial discontent;· self· 
contained and independent, she has 
been working out her economic sal
vation in a fashion to evoke the ad
miration of all observers; and by the 
development of her natural resources, 
she has been enabled to see her fish
ermen, her farmers, her miners, her 
lun1bermen and her "\Vorking people of 
every class attain to a degree of com
fort that has never been equalled. To 
this splendid result the railway policy 
has largely contributed, and as the 
completion of the various branches 
authorized by this Legislature is car
ried out, we may lool{ for t11e same re
sulits to follow in equal degree as have 
ensued from the construction of the 
trunk line across the Island, -vvhich 
was the great outstanding feature of 
the policy of tl1e late Sir WilliaPl 
Whiteway. Through this railroad 
policy our forest, mineral and far1n
land resources are being utilized as 
they never could be otherwise. The 
pulp a.nd paper enterprises along the 
line are conclusive testimony to this, 
and the towns growing up about these 
mills are large consumers of agricul
tural prodt1cts; so thrut these centres, 
as well as others, are having a de
cided effect in stimulating tl1e agricul
tural ind us try amongst us. Already 
one of the branch railroads has been 
opened, and it is expected that t'vo 
others will be completed during the 
present year ; and the people of the 
districts whicl1 these will serve, as 
'vell as the people of the whole Colony 
at large, will, I am sure, be proud for 
all time to acclai1n Sir Edward l\'lorris 

as the father of this phase of the rail

way policy and as a worthy successor 
to the late Sir \iVilliam Whiteway. 
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Nothing better emphasizes tl1e pros
perity of this Colony than the growth 
cf its imports and a study of the pro
gress of the Island for the sixteen 
years that have passed since, for reas
ons which it is not necessary to detail 
here, the fiscal year was changed from 
December 31st to June 30th, shows a 
very marl{ed advance. 'fhe increasing 
value of exports, too,is an index to the 
rapid material advance of the country, 
and in order that all may realize the 
progress this Colony has inade since 
that time, I supply tables here of the 
i1nports and exports, at four yearly 
periods:-
Year Ended 
June 30 Imports Exports Total Trade 
1896 $5,986,861 $6,638,187 $12,625,048 
1899 6,311,245 6,936,315 13,247,560 
1903 8,479,944 9,976,504 18,456,848 
1907 10:626,040 12,101,161 22, 727,201 
1911 13,383,910 11,975,747 25,359,657 

Pinother table coveri11g the same 
period g·ives the -value of the free im
ports and of tl1e d11tiable imports in 
the sa,me yaars: -
Year 

Ended Dutiable Free 
June 30 Imports Imports T'tal Imports 
1896 $5,396,995 $589,866 $5,986,861 
1899 5,667,887 643,358 6,311,245 
1903 6,882,432 1,597 ,512 8,4 79,944 
1907 6,545,612 4,080,428 10,626,040 
1911 8,165,165 5,218,745 13,383,910 
Tl1e fore,going· table, whicl1 shows 
the ereat increase of late years in the 
value of the fre~ imports into this 
Colony, is an effective ans\ver to the 
argu1nenit that this Government is in
creasing tci.xation. This Government 

. . 

is not increasing and has not in any 
-vvay increased taxation, and I have al
ready tabled in this House a state
ment -vvhich proves how the Bond Ad
ministration · increased the duties on 
articles generally and ren1oved the 
duties from certain con1modities, and 
then tried to make out that it 11ad less
e11ed the burd·en of taxation 011 011r 
peo1)le; \Vhereas the act11al records, · 

whicl1 cannot be disputed, show that 
as a result of this "robbing Peter to 
pay Pat1l," tl1ere were actually $33,558 

' a year · more gained in revenue annual-
ly afterwarcls than before this double
dealing; was begun nine years ago · .For 
the i11formation of those wl10 11ave not 
seen this staten1ent, I su1nmarize its 
effective features 11ere :-
Statement showing augmented Cus

toms Receipts in the following 
years, through increasit1g the Dut
ies generally and through reduc
tions effected by placing Salt, Flour, 
Molasses and Kero Oil on the Free 
List. 

Increases Decreases 
' 

1903-4 • • • • • ..... $2'18,052 $98,389.29 
1904-5 • • • • • • • • 230,281 217,323.35 
1905-6 • • • • • • • • • • 238,292. 219,427 .55 

. 
1906-7 • • • • • • • • • • 240,527 217,903.25 

' 
19U7-8 • • • • • • • • • • 234,002 230,842.35 

> 

1908-9 • • • • • • • • • • • 236,614 212,535.34 
,. 

$1,397,768 1,196,419.00 
Total increase in six years 

by raising duties ....... $1,397,768 
Total decrease in six years 

by lovvering duties . . . . . 1,196,412 
Excess of increases in six 

years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201,349 
Average annual gain to the 

. . 
Treasury in six years by 
this pretended red uc1tion 
of taxation . . . . . . . . . . . 33 ,558 

I -vvill, however, doubtless be n1et 
with the argument 1that if this Govern
m~nt has not increased taxation, it has 
not reduced taxation; a11a I answer 
tl:iat by saying· that if \Ve hav:e 11ot ac~ . . 

itually taken the duties off any articles 
of importance \Ve have so improved 
the conditions of existe11ce in tl1is 
country tl1at we have · made . it pos
sible ·for the people of N e-vvfou11dland. 
to ear11 so much more that they are 
bette'r able to pa.y tl1e duties t11an be
fore and also to · n1aterially enlarge 
their savings, as I shall sl1ow presently 

. fro111 the record of the deposits in tl1e 
Savings Bank tl1e past two or three 

• 
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' years. Furthern1ore, I n1aintain rthat 
by our ore-tax policy, which has 
brought in nea,rly $100,000 a year; by 
judiciously advertising our dormant 
natural resources and th us increasing 
the Crown Lands Revenue by ano.ther 
$100,000 a year; and by inducing the 
\Vestern Union and Direct U. S. Cable 

. . 
Con1panies to con1e in, by extending 
ot1r telegrapl1 lines and oither\vise, we 
will 11ave a t11ird $100,000 a year; so 
that by these hitherto untapped 
sources of revenue, which do not af
fect the average taxpayer at all, we 
have secured $300,000 a year to carry 
our large progressive policy without 
increasing taxation; but 'vith a sub
stantial increase in the earning possi
bilities of our people. The proof of 
this is found in the fact that the Cus
toms Revenue, for the eight months 
of the present fiscal year that have 
expired, outstrips anything under nor
mal conditions hitherto. 

I supply here another table, which 
sl10"\V.,.s the value of the fisl1ery exports 
during the four-year periods I have 
stated above, and the value of the 
other exports, as distinct from the pro
ducts of the fishery, and the very 
marlred advance the Colony has made 
of late years in the value of its non
fishery exports \Vill be realized from 
this:-
Year Ended, June 30,-

1896·, Fishery Exports, $5,474,933; 
Other Exports, $1,163,254; Total Ex
ports, $6,638,187. 

1899, Fist1ery Exports, $5,889,135; 
Other Exp·orts, · $1,04 7 ,180; Total Ex
ports, $6,936,315. 

1903, Fishery Exports, $7,807,971; 
Other Exports, $2,168,533; Total Ex
ports, $9,976,504. 

1907, Fishery Exports, $9,862,361; 
Other Exports, $2,23 8, 700; Total Ex
ports, $12,101,161. 

1911, Fishery Exports, $8,523,131; 
Otl1er Exports, $3,452,616; Total Ex
ports, $11,975,747. 

From tl1is table it vvill be seen that 

• 

vvhereas in the past 15 years the in
crease in the value of our fishery ex-

-

ports has been only about 50 to 60 
• 

per cent., the value of our other ,ex-
ports has trebled. In other \vords, 
they have advanced from $1,100,000 to 
$3,400,000. The main contributories to 
this, of course, have been-first, the 
output of iron ore from Bell Island; 
and, seco11d, tl1e production of pulp and 
pa.per .at Grand Falls and Bishop Falls .. 
It follo\vs, therefore, that, assuming 
our fisheries to maintain their present 

. . 

position, the degree of advance the 
' 

Colony is . to n1akt henceforth is to be 
measured by the number of new in
dustries. that we can establisl1 am
ongst us, whicl1 will provide employ
ment for our people at seasons when 
fishing is not possible, and make it 
feasible for them to largely supple
ment their al).nual earnings as they 
now do in the iron mines and in the 
pulp mills. 

It is gratifying to observe that the 
price of fish continues to maintain it
self at a high figure, and that in spite 
of the fluctuations in the catch, irt is 
proving the greatest factor in our well
being. I s11pply a table herewith 
which shows the catch, the value and 
the price for the past five years: -
Year Ended 
June 30 Qtls. 
1907 1,422,445 
1908 1,509,269 

Value 
$7,873,172 

7,820 092 

Per Qtl. 
$5.53 

5.17 

1909 1, 732.387 7 ,398 .536 4.27 
1910 1,502,269 7,307,378 4.86 
1911 1,182, 720 6,544,604 5.53 

During last Fall still another cnntri
butory toward,s tl1e maintenance1 of the 
price of fish manifested itself when 
American dealers began to purcl1-ase 
largely 011 our coasit and opened wl1at 
is hopep_ will develop into an industry 
of substantial importance and one that 
will prove a valuable additio11 to the 
various markets which this country 
possesses abroad. The various other 
fisl1eri.es were prosecuted 'vith an 
average ·degree of success , and the 



400 HOUSE OF ,.i\.SSE1IBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

higl1 price offered for tl1e Labrador 
catch more than offset the shortage in 
quantity and will probably stimulate a 
much larger prosecution of that in
dt1stry tl1e coming season. The in~ 

dustrial ourtlook last year was very 
gratifying.· It is well known that there 
never was such a Fall in the history of 
St. John's as that of 1911, in point of 
business and amount of money in cir
culation. 

The progress of the pulp and paper 
ind us try can be seen by this table of 
the exports of these products since • 
the opening of tl1e industry at Grand 
Falls, which has been as follows: -

Year Ended June 30th, 1909. 
Quantity 
Tons Value 

Paper . . . . . . . . . . . . None None 
Pulp . . . . . . . . . . . . . None None 

Year Ended June 30th, 1910. 
Paper . . . . . . . . . . . 7 ,866 $352,155 
Pulp . . . . . . . . . . . 6,853 ·69,164 

Year Ended June 30th, 
Paper . . . . . . . . . . 21,064 
Pulp . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 ,177 

$421,319 
1911. 

$943,699 
251,048 

$1,194,747 
Six Months E11ded Dec. 31st, 1911. 

Paper ~ ". . • . . . . . 17 ,184 $769,920 
Pulp . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,933 366,218 

$1,136,139 

The Harmswortl1 Company has just 
completed the construction and equip
ment of a second IJa1)er mill at Grand 
Falls, which will enable it to turn out 
twice the quantity of paper produced ,.. 

last year. The Albert Reed Company, 
at Bishop Falls, is at work on the ex
tension of its pulp-1nalring plant and 
conten1plates further extensio11 \vith
in a )'ear, which \Vill result in tl1e 
manufacture of various grades of pap
er there. It is consequent ly certain 
that the result of this industry will 
be seen in a steadjly increasing output 
of pt1lp and pa1)er in tl1e years to 

• 

come, -vvhile tl1ere is every prospect of 
witnessing during lthe coining summer 
tl1e starting of constructio11 -vvork on 
a new mill at Bay of Islands, whicl1 
will be little, if at all, inferior to either 
of these in the scope of the operations 
contemplated. There is also reason
able expectation that as soon as the 
Spring opens the development of shal8 
and bitumen areas near Deer Lake 
\Vill be undertaken, and if the expect
ations of those wl1c .are interested in 
the l)rojec1t are realized, a11 industry 
"\Vill be set 011 foot there that will with
in a year or two result in the employ
ment of frcn1 one to two tl1ot1sand men. 
The Domi11icn Steel Company, too, has 
ac1tually begun vvork for the opening 
of a limestone quarry at Port au Port, 
which \.Vill call for the permanent em
ployn1ent of at least 500 nlen, so that 
all these factors in the industrial situ
ation contribt1te to make the outlook 
most encouraging for the country at 
larg·e. 

During· the calendar year 1911 the 
1~eceipts from Bell Island ore royalties 
amounted to $87,899.43, against $59,-
947.76 in 1910, and during tl1is year a 
still larg·er sum is looked for, as the 
con1panies are extending rtheir works 
at Sydney a11d New Glasgovv and -v·vill 
require for their needs an increasing 
supply of ra -vv material. 

The railroad system, too, is proving 
a valuable factor in stimulating the 
general trade and ind us try of tl1e 
countr)r, and as tl1e branches are ex-
1tended ancl bring more and more 
places into touch by this auxiliary, the 
same result will be correspondingly in
creased. From the returns furnished 
by the Reid Newfoundland Company, 
it is possible to illustrate how tl1e 
railroad traffic l1as grovvn in recent 
years; a11d this summer \.\rhen a daily 
express is inaugurated and tvvo steam
ers are plying on the route across 
Cabot Strait, we i11ay look to see a 
still n1ore notable increase in tl1e ac
tivities of tl1e Reid N ewfot111dland 
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Co1111)any. This corporation) as every
body is well a ware, has within the 
past few \veeks put 011 this route a 
new Bruce, finer and more costly than 
tl1at \Vhich preceded her; and has let 
tl1e contract for the construction of a 
still finer steamer to be completed by 
ithe end of this year, which ship vvill 
alter11ate vvith the Bruce next season, 
and a.lso for a modern Labrador boat 

Postal Expendi-
1ture . . . . . $37 4,276.58 $395,224.20 

Teleg·raph Ex
penditure • • 

l\l[arco11i R'ylties 
Telegraph Con

struction ... 
l\!Iarconi Con-

struction • • • • 

90,362.32 
. 2,436.37 

10,621.82 

102,348.12 
2,433.33 

2') 29,... r"'') 
0, n.n0 

9,097.45 

of tl1e finest class to improve the ser- $4 77 ,697.09 $532,399.63 
vice on that seaboard, displacing the Excess of Postal Expendi-
Inver1nore and tl1e Solway, which cov- ture over Revenue ..... $277,964.35 
er these routes at the present time. 
The figures of railroad traffic I give 
below, for the year 1903-4, the first 

• 

complete year t1nder the existing rail
road contract, and for the year 1910-
11 :- 1903-4 
1"Jo. pase11gers carried 136,010 
Tons freig·rit carried .. 102,935 
l'/files rt1n by passeng·er 

1910-11 
213,115 
130,510 

trai11s . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,2196 43,067 
l'viiles rt111 by mixed 

trai11s . . . . ....... 200,821 273 .. f 19 
Paseng·er .traffic earn-

ings . . . . . . . .... $206,940 $286,484 
Freight traffic earn-

ings ............ 159,941 249,731 
l\'.Iail traffic ear11ings 41,812 42,000 
Other earning·s ....... 22, 724 48,088 

This improvement fi11ds express.ion 
]n tl1e ad·va.nce made by tl1e· Postal 
ancl Teleg·rapl1 Depart1nent. DuTing· 
tl1e p.ast .fiscal year tl1e progre.ss of 
tl1at Dep.a.rtn1ent has. been specia.lly 
remarl{able, as may .be seen from the 
follo·wing·-

Revenue 1909-10 1910-11 
Ordinary Postal 

Postal 
g·raph 
ve11ue 

• • • 

Tele
Re-

• • • • 

$90,388.41 $117,259.85 

67,771.75 79,956.80 

Total Receipts .. $158,160.16 $197,216.65 
E1)encliture 

Postal Expe11di-
tu.,...e 

.l. • • • • • • • 96,560.63 $102,964.34 
Stea1n St1bsidies 277 ,715.95 292,259.86 

Excess of Telegraph Ex-

pendit11re over Revenue $22,391.36 
It will be seen from tl1e above fig

ures that the increa_Se of Postal Re
vent1e over tl1at of last year is $26,-
871.44, and the increase of ordinary 

• 
Postal Expenditure is $6,403. 71. r:r11e 
time has therefore at last arrived 
vvhe11 the Post Office is more tha11 self
supporting, for its ordinary Reve11ue 
is $117,000 and ordinary Expenditure 
$103,000, leaving $14,000 to go towards 
ithe 1)ayme11t of subsidies, w]).ile tl1e 
same result may be looJced for as 
soon as tl1e extension of the 'Teleg·raph 
System is completed. 

The sun1n1ary of tl1e lVIoney Order 
business _of tl1e Colony for tl1e fiscal 
year 1910-11 is:-
No. of Money Orders issued 

in Nfld. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58,941 
No. of Money Orders paid 

in Nfid. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,343 

Total for 1911 
Total for 1910 

• • • • 

• • • 

. . . . . .114,284 
. . . . . . . . 95,173 

Increase for 1911 . . . • • • • • • • ·19,111 
Value -0f Money Orders 

isued in N fid. . .... . 
Paid in Nfid. . . . . . . .. . 

$765,209.71 
817,817.37 

Total for 1911 • • • • 

Total for 1910 ... 
. . . . $1,583,027 .08 
. . . . . 1,37 4,456.67 

Increase for 1911 . . . . . . . $208,571.41 
Total Comn1isiso11 011 

Issues 1911 . . . . . . . . $5,881.68 

• 
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Total Commission on Is- Duty collected, $26,361.49; Increase 
sues 1910 . . . . .. ..... . 5,061.29 over previous year, $5,675.68. 

Increase for 1911 . . . . . . . . $820.39 
This inc1·ease in the Money Order 

business has apparently made no de
crease in the number of registered 
letters, as will be seen by ithe follo-vl
i11g staten1ent: -

1910-11 Iner. 
Registered letters post-

ed St. Job_n's . . . . . . 21,269 2,908 
Registered official let-

ters • • • • • • • • • • • • • 17,701 2,341 
Receiv~ed from either 

offices • • • • • • • • • • 18,475 3,560 
Delivered • St. Jol1n's 93,548 7,332 Ill 

Total • • • • • • • . . . 150,993 16,161 
The sale of stamps increased d ur-. 

ing the fiscal year more than in any 
two l)revious years, ovving to the 
great demand for our ne'\v iss11es 
abroad. The total value of the post
age stamps · and posrt cards sold in 
the year amounted to $115,813.16, an 
increase of $28,858.20 over the sales 
of the previous year. The Parcel 
Post business is gro'\ving witl1 equal 
rapidity. The local parcels for the 
year amounted to 112,000, an in
crease of 10,156 over the tortal for 
1910. 

The Foreig·n Parcel Post business 
is increasing· in similar fashion, as 
may be seen by the following table: 
Year ended June 30th-

1908, No. of Parcels, 13,607; In-
crease over previous 'year 356; Duty 
collected, $16, 796.16; Increase over 
previous year, $1,482.98. 

1909, " No. of parcels, 14,212; In-
crease over previous year, 604; Duty 
collected, $17,099.77; Increase over 
previous year, $303,61. 

1910, No. of parcels, 15,349. I11-
crease over previous year, 1,137; 
Duty collected, $20,685.81; Ir1crease 
over prev~ious year, $3,586.04. 

1911, No . of parcels, 25,261. In-
crease over previous year, 9,912; 

I inight direct the attentio11 of the 
Committee to tl1e evidence ·of better 
times i11 tl1is Colony a~fforded by the 
increase of 11,000 in tl1e number of 

parcels and of over $9,000 in tl1e d :ll

ties collected tl1ereon) ,since the pre
sent Govern1ne11t assumed office-a 
virtual doubling· of the business of 
tl1is bra11cl1 of the Postal Service. 

Tl1e san1e 11igl1ly encouragi11g co11-
ditions conti11ue up to date, as tl1e 
figures of tl1e Postal and Telegrapl1 
Revenue up to tl1e end of February, 
just past, will sho-vv, by compar~so11 

\Vitl1 the figures for t11e eight-mo11tl1 
,periods. of tl1e tl1ree p.receding f'is.cal 
years:-
19 0,9 ....... . .. . . . II: • • • • • • • 

1910 
.1911 
1912 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . 

$80,387 
88,903 

110,125 
112,694 

The Post Office at1tl1orities advise 
n1·e that tl1e amount for tl1e current 
eight i11onths \vould be mt1ch larger 
but for the demoralization of the 
mail service, due to the snow block
ade rthjs winter. 

It ¥vill be noted that tl1is remark
able inc·rease vvitl1i11 tl1e past two years 
11as l)een rea.lised ·despite the fa-ct tl1a.t 
tl1is -Governme11t, sl1ortly after assum
ing office _. reduced tl1e posta.ge Tates 
\Vitl1 the Unitec1! State,s f,r :om five cents 
per 11a1f 01111ce to tvvo cents per ou11ce. 
Tl1e revenue of tl1e Post Office 1acd-i ovL 

yea.r v1a.s swollen some\vl1at by tl1e 
sales of Guy Centenary and RoyaJ 
Coro11ation issues of stamps but, as 
the .1\.11ditor-Gener.al sta.tes, t11e nor1nal 
i11crea-se of business i11 tl1e Depart
n1ent vvill n1ore tl1an maintain tl1e re-v
enl1e at a hig·her figure than rea.lise·d , 
tl1e past year. Tl1e ,same seems to be 
true of tl1e Postal Teleg-.ra.pl1 Depart-
111ent. T.he, revenue is increasing a.t a.n 
equally rap.id 1riate and is the, best justi

fJcatio11 of the Government's poiic:,r in 
extenc1ing· tl1e systen1. I n1ig·l1t ob-
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serve 11ere tl1at during the past tl1ree 
}rears since tl1e1 present Administra:
tio11 assun1ed office it 11as extended 
tl1e Teleg·rapl1 System by over 400 
miles,, or a.n averag·e of' 135 miles an-
11l1ally. In viev1 of tl1e· expansion of 
tl1e business of tl1e Parcel Post and · 
JYioney Order Department, wl1icl1 con
clust,.rely pro·ves 11ow tl1e public· are 
coming· to avail of the Post Office as a 
business a.g·ency, it is a c1uestion whe
tl1e·r tl1e time 11as not arrived when 
the Colony sl1ould talre up tl1e· sub
ject of establisl1ing· brancl1es wl1ereby 
exp.ress o.rders and express. pa.c·ka.ges 
could be handled. I think one may 
faJrly argue from tl1e figures cited 
above, tl1at a g·reat and profita.ble· bu.s
iness could be done in t11ese directions 
if tl1e Government we.re to undertake 
tl1e work. 

During t11e fiscal year 1911 some 

brad or· by way of the Canadian ligl1 t-
l1ouse stations. on tl1e· West Coast. 

Savings of our People. 

Tl1e .savin.gs o.f 011r people still con
tinue to increase .amazingly, thereby 
furtl1e11" attesting to the enl1anced 
prosperity of the Colony. Th us tl1e 
sl1owi11g for tl1e Colonial Savings 
Bank l1as been one of the best in tl1e 
11istory of tl1e in.stitution. Tl1ere was 
a net increase .in de·posits of $221,416, 
wl1icl1 wa.s the larg·est tota1 in its 11is
tory, except .in the yea1r following tl1e 
g·reat fire of 1892. Tl1e total of de
posits i1ow in that bank is $3,015,000, 
whicl1 amount is larger tl1an was held 
there at the end of 1894, aJter whicl1 
tl1e Crash caused .a very ·decided re
duction in tl1e total, thougl1 of late 
iyea:rs there .11as been a gradual re
turn to the old standard. Tl1is insti
tution made last year a pirofit of $16,-
096. 46 and 11ad at the end of the year 
a reseTve of $80,818, of which it 11as 
been d1ec.ided to utilise $50,000 for the 
redemption of tl1at amount of deben
tures, thereby reducing the -Public 
Debt by tl1at an1ount and yet leaving 
a 11andsome .reserve .still available. 

138 iniles of teleg1raph lines weTe con
structed fron1 Port Saunders. to St. 
A11tl1ony, and 29 miles in otl1er direc
tions, 1vhile two miles of cable were 
laid and 15 miles of telephone line 
put in operation. Three i1ew MaT,coni 
stations for tl1e ·Government were 
built on Labrador-at Cape Harrison, 
Macovic a11d Grady-wl1ile another is 
being· built at Fog·o The Postmaster
General repeats l1is complaint noted 
by n1e in last year's Budg·e.t of the 
unsatisfactory working· of tl1e lVIarconi 
stations and of tl1e fa.ilure of the 
Cornpan}r to supply . the annual repo.rt 
of tl1eir operations, and: sug·g·ests tl1at 
provision sl1ould be made for the in
spection of tl1eir stations or that they 
mig·l1t be placed under tl1e control of 

• 

tl1e Postal Teleg·rapl1s as a depart-
n1ent of tl1e ·Go·vernme11t system. Tl1e 
station at Fog·o will connect witl1 Belle 
Isle and tl1e Labrador stations, and 
in tl1e future 0 1bviate tl1e necess,ity of 
t11e freql1ent repetitions 11itl1erto ine
\ritable in ser1ding· messag·es to La
brador and 1receiving· tl1e1n from La-

Tl1e returns made by tl1e· Canadian 
Banks tl1at do busines.s in ~l1is Colony 
sho\V tl1at on May 31st, 1911, these 
banks had. in their Savings Bank De
partmen ts1 $3,853,306. 55, and tl1ey had 
on deposit at .interest ('vhicl1 may al
so be· regard'ed as savings) $3,263,153. 
75. The first of tl1ese figures re,. 
p.re.sents an increase of $528,491. 41 
and the fig·ures of money on deposit 
show an incre·ase of $708. 78 over last 
year, so tl1at there is a net increase 
in tl1e saving·s of our people, as shown 
by tl1e deposits in the Colonial Sav
ings Banl{, and by the s.aving·s b·ranch
es and depo.sit receipts of tl1e Ca11a~ 

d·ia.n ba.nks of son1e $750,000, against 
$415,000 tl1e previous year, and about 
tl1e same a1nou11t the year before tl1at. 
Moreover, tl1e value of the ·de-bentures 
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a11d bonds of tl1e Colony wl1ich are 
held loc·ally to-day amounted to $3,-
449,733 at the end of the c·alendar 
year 1911, .an i'ncrease of $239,753 du.r
ing that year, ag·ai11st an increase of 
$185,199 the previous year; and tl1e 
reserve 01· .re-insurance value of life 
insurance policies to protect tl1e i11-
t~rests of tl1e owners. is now $1,302,042 
In otl1er words, our people invested 
during the past year, by means of de~ 
posits as savings or at interest in tl1e 
banks, and tl1e purc·hase of ·deben
tu;r:es, almost a m.illion dollars. To
day our Colonial Savings Bank 11as. 
·deposits totalling· as. much as it had 
when the c .rash occurred-$3,000,000; 
the Canadian banks 11a.ve in "savings" 
or "de,positsi'' nearly two and a 11.alf 
time.s as much-$7,000,000; and de
b.t:-ntures are held1 locally to the value 
of almost $3,500,000, against little 
more tl1an a million dollars then; 
making ·s.aving·s of ove,r $13,000,000 
now against not more than $5,000,000 
then, not to speak of tl1e increased 
volt1me of life insurance and the i11-
vestments in local industries, estima
ted at 'Some $10,000,000 more . 

It is encour.aging to know that the 
Census figu'res. recently completed · 
show that the populatio·n o·f tl1e Colo
ny has 'incr,eased! fro·m 221,000 to 
2'13,000 during tl1e past ten years, an 
i11crease, in ro·und figt1res , of 10 per 
cent. during the decade . Tl1is is 
slightly ,better than tl1e .advance for 
the previous ten years, .and. it be
comes all t11e more a inatter of con-,. 
gratulation by contrast witl1 tl1e con-
ditions in tl1e nerg·hbouring Maritin1e 
Provinces of Ca.nada, wl1e1re the total 
increase was only about 4 per cent. 
.during the te·n years. vVe have, 
tl1erefo1·e, ·cause fo·r cong,ratulation 
th,at the Colony has been able to· re
tain so large an element in its in
creasing population ,du1·ing· tl1at period 
and we may rea.so11ably 11ope tl1at witl1 

! 
1 

the conditio11s, of enhanced prosperity 
now prevailing a,nd likely to continue 
there will be· a still larr,g·er' proportion 
of our people retained within our 
borders ·during the next ten years. 
As tl1ere has bee11 a sligl1t ·decrease in 
tl1e population of ·some sections, of tl1e 
Colony, tl1e Government has decidled 
that, in order tl1at tl1ese localities 
inay not suffer1 from a reduction of 
tl1e ,an1ounts wl1icl1 tl1ey would re
ceive for educ·atio11 .and for local r·oad:S, 
to make tl1e standard for tl1e next te11 
years tl1at represented by tl1e existing 
amounts ·providedi in tl1ese localitie.s 
and to increase the approp1riation so 
tl1at the rest of the Colony may be on 
tl1e same basis. Tl1is. has. involved an 

addition of $20,000 to the educ·ation 
,r_ote and $7 ,300 to the· vote for local 
roads, as already explained. 

Slightly more tha11 tl1ree· years ago, 
l\1r. Chair1nan, the present Gover11-
ment .assumed office·, when, as tl1is 
House is a\.vare, it found itself fac·ed 
with large unfulfilled\ obligations,that 
is to say, for the build.ing of the wing 
to tl1e General Hospital, whicl1 the 
late Administration started, the 1co1n
pleting of tl1e Museum, and othe·r pub
lic work.s, representing, .in or·dier to 
fi11isl1 tl1ese unde1rtakings, a.n addi-
tional sun1 of $175,000. The first 
tl1ing, therefore, the Governme11t 11ad 
to do was to dispose of those obliga
tions and tl1en to begin to write its 
own record 011 a clea,n sl1eet, starting . 
this i1ew era on the first of July, 1909. 
Two, full years of that period 11a ve 
now been completed and elght months 
of a tl1ir·d have transpiTe,d·, reflecting 
a con di ti on of things which enable·s 
one to form a fairly accurate esti~ 

inate of 11ow tl1e Colo11y's affairs will 
exl1ibit tl1en1selves at the end of June 
next, wl1en the thi.rd of our ful,l fiscal 
pe,riods. will have endedi. In the· first 
:year of the present reg·ime, that is to 
say, from July 1st, 1909, to June 30th, 
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1910, the Colony e,ntered upon a 11ew 
era of prosperity, and its fiscal oper
ations resulted in realizing· a surplus 
revenue of $420,000, the, greatest by 
fa.r in our history, almost twice as 
large as in any previous year. The 
second of these years, with whicl1 I 
have been d'ealing to-day, tl1at which 
began on the ls.t of July, 1910, and 
ended on the 30th June, 1911, saw the 
Colony attain still gireater pro.sperity 
and ,saw a surplus of $173,000 whicl1, 
though considerably smaller than tl1e 
previous year's, still outranked a,ny in 
our previou,s ·history. The ireason wl1y 
this 8 urp1lus. wa.s smaller is. not that 
there was any falling back in revenue, 
in trade or in the ,general betterment 
of the Colony. It is simply that our 
expenditure was inoreased by $140,000 
for interest on the; four million dol

lars .raised to undertake the co11struc
tion of br.anch railways and. by $150,-
000 on ·other public services-old'. a.ge 
pensions, $20,000; census, $20,000 · 
public charities $6,000; lightl1ouses, 
$7 ,000; agricultural development, 
$20,000; fire patrol, $4,000; post office 
extensions., $10,000; new ste.am sub
sidies, $7 ,000; telegrapl1 extension, 
$8,000; education,, $7 ,000, etc. F'or tl1e 
current fiscal ·year wh.icl1 will end on 
30th of June next, I estimate, a.s al-

. ready ,stated, a surplus of $175,000, de· 

spite all the increases of expenditu.re 
we 11a ve undertaken, and I a1n satis· 
fied from ,all the signs and omens tl1at 
indicate tl1e trend of the Colony's 
pro1gres.s, that for the fiscal year which 
will end in June, 1913, we s,hall wit
ness a ·surplus nea:rly as substantial 
and testifying witl1 equal effect to 
the financial stability of the Colony 
and to the co11fid1ence of tl1e country 
in the policy of tl1e present Govern
ment. 

That the, people are justified i11 
cherishing such a confidence will, I 
submit, be conclusively proved by a 

, 

study .of what the Government 11as 
done since it took office. In tl1e ses
sion of 1909, it added $30,000 to the 
vote fo.r education .. In 1910 it added 
$25,000 more. In 1911 it voted the 
first instalment-$7 ,000 of a sum of 
$20,000 to be spent in three years, to 
provide schools for s,par.sely populat
ed localities, anotl1er $7 ,000 being vo
ted this year, .and the Temainder to 
be put in the estimates fo1~ next year, 
this a,rrang·ement being made at the 
instance of the educational superin
tendents, who pointed out that it 
would not be possible to get enough 
teachers to establish all these schools 
i11 one year, besid'es whicl1 it is add
ing· anotl1er $20,000, as tl1e census fi

g·u.r·es show an increased population. 
Tl1is witl make a total of $100,000 
additional for education during this 
Government's, term of office, where
as i11 the nine years our predece.ssors 
11eld povve-:~' tl1ey voted increases of 

less than this a.mount altogether. 
But we have ·done n1ore than tl1is
"-,..e have set a.sfde anotl1er $100,000 to. 
be expendedl ·in erectin.g new school 
buildings or improving old ones on 
11ygienic li11es, the only e.xpenditure 
for such a purpose made since this 
Colony obtai11ed Re.sponsible Gove1rn
ment, except a similar, but smaller, 
appropriation of $40,000 in 1875. But 
the Government has done yet another 
tl1ing· for education-it is. p~roviding . 

in the present session for a state-aid
ed insurance sc·heme for tl1e teachers, 
\vl1ereby every member of the teacl1· 
ii1g· profession will be a.ssured of a 
retiring allowance at tl1e age of 60, 
u11der ·certain conditions. Therefore· I 
clai1n tl1at so far as education is con
cerned,, tl1is Government 11a,s done 
n1uch more· for the people of tl1e. Col
ony tl1an \Vas ever done before. M.o·re- . 
over, it sl1ould not be· forg·otten in re
gard to tl1ese expenditt1resi for educa.
tion, tl1a t the)r are not a tax in the 
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ordinary sense of the . te·rm, but tl1a.t 
really the Government me·rely acts as 
an agency for collecting from the peo
ple certain a1nounts for tl1e carrying 
on of tl1eir schools. and tl1en ·d.i.sburse·s 
these amounts. through the· country in 
t11e various school ,sections. where tl1e 
expend·iture is 1"'equired. 

Its record 1·eg·arding Old. Age Pen
sions calls for little· c·omment. Thougl1 
otl1er.s talke·d about this. question and 
tinkered "\\·itl1 it, this Gover11ment was 
the first to ,grapple with it in practi
cal fashion and last year provided for 
400 Old Age Pensions, this year is 
providing for1 400 more, and ne,xt year 
will provid:e for a thir·d contingent of 
the .same number, a fact which means 
that 1,200 old men in tl1isi Colony c·an 
a.lways in futt1re be assured that 
their declining a,ge· will be freed from 
the taint of pauperism and they· will 
be a.ble to maJntaiin their self-1'espect 
and a certain degree of c·omfort; a.nd 
this. involves. 90 per cent. of the old 
women aLso. It is· no: doubt to be re
g·retted that more cannot be done, bt1t 
this Government ha.s a,t .any rate .ac
complished its part. It 11as maidle a 
creditable beginning· and it 11opes in 
tl1e future to gre.atly \Viden tl1e scope 
of this. project. Moreover·, in the 
pT·esent estimates there is a su1n of 
$25,000 provided to enable the ap·pro
pr'iation for· tl1e maintenance of old 
inen .and. women and \Vidows in need. 
to be so augmented tl1at tl1ey may be 
able to have their allowance in
crea.sed one-fourth as compared: witl1 
wl1at it is at present, .a p1rovision that 

,. 
will miti,gate· tl1e difficulties of exist-
ence for tl1ese 11a.pless people· wl10, 
tl1roug·h no fault of tl1eir own, are re
duced to depend upon tl1e· State for 
sucl1 help as can be afforded. 

In line with tl1e ·social departure 
represented by Old Age Pensions, I 
would point to what tl1is Government 
11as undertaken in connection witl1 

l 
" • 

tl1e General HospitaJ, the Lu11atic Asy
lum and tl1e. Poor Asylum. The Hos-~ 
pital 11as been completely rremod·elled, 
eqt1ipped in the most modern fashion, 
enlarged tl1roug'l1 tl1e building· of a 
Nurses' Home alongside, so tl1at fifty 
more beds can be provided, and it 
has been genera.lly brought up to tl1e 
standard of the finest i11stitution of 
its class on this .side of tl1e· Atlantic. 
Tl1e POOT Asylum is to be abandoned 
and tl1e· existing Luna.tic Asylum is. 
to be used instead of it in future, be
c.ause tl1e eminent English sp~cialist 

wl10 was here last sumn1er reports 
the Lunatic Asylum a.s being unfit for 
use as a.n Hospital for tl1e Insane any 
long·er, and a new institution for tl1e 
latter purpose, the~; ef·ore, 'is to be pro-
v:ided. The carrying out of these im-· 
proven1ents is essential. in order to 
afford reli·ef to . our people wl10 suffe;~ 

from mental or bodily ills, and this 
policy 11as involved and will involve 
a con·siderable expe11diture; but this 
Government can point with pri1d1e to 
tl1e fact tl1at it is g·rappling· witl1 
tl1ose p•roblems in a tl1orougl1 and 
v1l1ole-l1earted .fasl1ion. It is ·also 
tl1is ses·sdon layin\g· the foundation for 
a vig·orous a.nd comprel1ensive can1-
pa,ig·n a.g·ainst tube:rculosis, towards 
tl1e macl1inery for -vvl1icl1 tl1e Reid 
b·rothers 11ave p;rovided tl1e princely 
gift of seventeen sanitariums,and t11e 
projected battle a .. gainst t11e Great 
V\Thite Plague is soon to be put into 
effect, the necessity for 'vl1ich will be 
very generally r'ecog·nized a.s ine·vit
able. 

Never in tl1e 11istory of tl1e Colony 
has. a Gove·rnment been able to pro
'1ide for sucl1 large extensions for pub· 
lie and marine works as this Go,rern
ment found itself able to carry 011t. 
F.ron1 the sl1rplu.s of $420,000 avail
able last year, $200,000 \Vas set aside 
for sl1cl1 purposes, $100,000 of t11at be
ing ear-marked before tl1e 3rear was 
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con1plete, as tl1e Government kne\v 
thiis an1011nt was absolutely a-va.ilable; 
and it 'vas utilise·d to make good tl1e 
damag·es wrought by storms in tl1e 
Fall of 1909. The second $100,000 '\Vas 
used fo:r g·eneral p11rposes in tl1ese re
spects during tl1e next year. Tl1e 
surplus of $173,000, remaining from 
last year, it l1as been decided also to 
expe11d in tl1e same way, a1'1d tl1e 
House w-ill be invited to make tl1e 
i1ece·ssary appropriation to tl1is effect 
\Vb.en tl1e Public Se.r·vice Bill is enact .. 
ed. Tl1is n1eans tl1at in addition to 
the ordinarv grant of· $175,000 for 

~ 

roads every yea.r and tl1e ordinary mar
ine grants of $20,000, the 011tport dis
tricts, for it is to tl1e1n, really, tl1at 
most of the inoney \Vill go (tl1011gh 
St. J ol1n's receives its just sl1are), 
\Vill 11ave received ·during these years 
tl1e sum of $370,000 addd.tional for the 
upkeep of tl1ese public s.ervices, wl1ich 
are so esse11tial to the favo.i·a.ble pur
suit of tl1eir a 'rocations by our people. 
Tl1is gi-v~es tl1em $3 for every· $2 tl1ey 
for1nerly 11ad, and the Governn1ent is 
now considering pla11s \¥l1ereby, in 
a,dclition to tl1is outlay, the const,~'uc

tion a11 d exte11sion of .roads on more 
modern lines may be undertaken, so 

• 

tl1at concurrently with tl1e construc-
tion of brancl1 railroads in to the sev
e,.'al districts tl1at are to be served by 
tl1ese auxiliaries of prog·ress, 11igl1"\\~ays 
nlay be b11ilt -vvhicl1 will still furtl1e:r 
s1)reacl the be11efits of these a.gencie·s 
tl1roug·h tl1e extern dist1;icts. 

Tl1e Governme.nt, too, 11as not been· 
u11n1indful of the possibilities of ag·1·t1i
cultural ·developn1ent and 11as pro\rided 
as expenditure of $40,000 a year for 
tl1is purpose, "'Vvith ·results admittedly 
11ig'l1ly satisfactory. Tl1e s11ccess of 
tl1e Exl1.ibition held in St. J ol1n's in 

tl1e distribution of 11igh class stoclr, 
seeids and implements, and the enthu
siasm engendered through the fo:rn1a
tion of agricultural societies all round 
tl1e Island are influences operating 
to materially promote the development 
of our fairming in.dustry an·d th.e con
sequent .retention at home of large 
sum·s 11itherto sent away for the pur
cl1ase of food stuffs. 

Tl1e Government has, during the 
past tl1ree years, constructed 23 light
J1ouses and fog alarms, for which ex
tension of the ligl1thouse system they 
obtained from the Legislature authori
ty for a loan of $100,000, in addition 
to wl1ich the sum of $12,000 has been 
8l)e11t out of curre11t r~v~nue tl1is 
year, and to further extend these coast 
aids anotl1er loan of $100,000 is now 
being asked, tl1e judicious disburse
n1ent of wh'icl1 will satisfy the c·laims 
of practically the whole sea.board for 
these facilities. The Government has 
purc11ased a dredge for the Colony, 
wl1ich is expected to· arri\'e l1ere in 
tl1e early Spring, a..nd will be.gin a 
comprehe:nsive dredg·ing policy that 
"\\-"ill be carried on for a period of 
years and sl1ould prove of material 
benefit to our fisl1ermen by deepening 
inany of tl1e 11arbors from wl1ich, 
tl1oug·h they suffer· materially firom 
tl1is d·:rawback, they are carrying on 
tl1edr l1azardous avocation. 

Tl1e funded public debt of the Col
ony \Vas increased by the sum of $4,-
272,933. 33 during the fisc·al yerur, viz-

Under Act 9, Ed. VII., Cap. 3, 
$249,750. 

under Act 10, Ed. VII., Cap. ')9 
t) ' 

Railway, $3,893,333. 33. 
·under Act 10, Ed. VII., Cap. 7, Mu

nicipal, $90,000.00. 

Under Act 5, Ed. VII., Cap. 1, Con-
tl1e Autumn of 1910 \Vas repeated in ·version, $39,750. 00. 
the series of dis~rict exl1ibitions 11eld A11d reduced by thiis 
in B11rin, St. George's and Harbor 
Grace in t11e 1\utum11 of last }?ear; and 

a1noun t .f.01,. surrender 
' 

of debentures under tl1e 

\ 
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Conversion Act . . . . . 39,750. 00 Harbor Improvements • • • 10,000. 00 

Net Increase ...... $4,233,083. 33 
Balance .July 1, 1910 $22,94:: ,196.85 

Car ti one a r Government 
Bttilding . . . . . . . . . . 7 ,500. 00 

,...------ Exte11sion Marconi 
te1n . . . . . . . . . ... 14,000. 00 L.eaving· th.e G,ross Publ1~ 

Del)t on 30tl1 Jt1ne, J . ~\ ll 

at . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27 ,176,280 .18 
New Postal Teleg:rapl1 Of~ 

fices . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000. 00 
5,847. 82 
3,000. 00 

' 
Of the addition to the debt above 

i1ote<l, tl1e .sum of $90,000. 00 is charge
able to the l\iunicipal Council Guar.an
tE>ed Debt, making· the .same $1,393,
')41 2? 

Outport Court Hot1ses .... 
Finisl1ing Fever Hospi'tal 

. Constructio11 New Museum 
(part cost) . . . . . . . .. 30,000. 00 

t) • ,;,.; • 

T·he net Public Debt of the Colony 
stood as follows at the close· of the 
fiscal year under consideration, viz

Gros.s Debt, $27 ,176,280 .18. 
L.ess. owed tl1e Colony by the St. 

Jol111's l\1unicipal Council $1,393,341,-
22; S·crip of the Harbor Grace \rVater 
Co1npany's Stock o-vvned by Gove:rn
ment $13,700. 00; Paid off b)· the ope:r
ation of' the Sinking Fund establish
ed un1d.er 56 Vic. Cap. 13, as on June 
30tl1, 1911 $546,861.13. 

Leaving· tl1e Net Debt at $25,223,377.-

83. 
As already stated. it is p.roposed to 

raise a loan this, yea,r in London of 
$2,000,000 more,to c-omplete tl1e branch 
railways auth·orised in 1910, and a lo
cal loan of $250,000, of wl1ich $150,000 
is to g·o to tl1e establishin,g of- a tele
phone sy:stem for the outpo1rts and St . 
._Tohn'.s, and $100,000 for tl1e furtl1er 
extensio11 of lightl1ouses. 

rr11e pos1itlon of tl1.e Surplus Trust 
F!lnd at the close of tl1e fiscal year 
1910-11 was as follows

Dr. 

Total received from 
,, 

1901-2 to 1909-10, botl1 
yeai1·:s inclusive . . . . . $773,145 .19 

And received from 1910-
11 account ......... 172,379.91 

Exte11sion General Hos
pital (part cost) ..... 

Marine Works . . . . . . . . 
Encouragement Herring 

Flsl1ery . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ge11eral Elections, 1908 .. 
To cover part de~-icit Cur

re11t .l\.ccount, 1908-9 .. 
Festi\'al of Empire . , , .. 

30,254. 49 
85,590 .16 

25,710. 63 
40,328. 59 

6,786.92 
. 10,213. 90 

------
$537 ,833. 58 

Balance . . . . . . . . . . 407,691.52 
------

. $945,525 .10 
The followi11g· an1ounts, 'included in 

tl1e above, were expended on Surplus 
'I'rust Account in 1910-11, ' riz
P.Jncourag·ement of Herring· 

Fishery . . . . . . . . . . 
Marine V\T or ks . . . . . . ... 

Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Festival of E1npire . . . . 

$3,328. 76 
40,355. 55 
34,690 .15 
10,213. 90 
-----· 

$88,588. 36 
'l' l1e balance to tl1e credit of tl1e 

Surplt1s Trt1st Fund at tl1e· close of 
tl1e fiscal yea:;_' 1910-11 was $407,691.52, 
ina,de up as follo'\vs, v1z
Enco11.r.a.gernent of Herring 

F1isl1ery . . . . . . . . . . 
Old Ag·e Pension Fund .. 
Constructio11 and Repairs 

of' R.oads and lVIarine 
v\T or ks, including· Sur-

$10,357. 31 
200,000. 00 

------
$945,525 .10 

Expended on Roa.ds to 
June 30tl1, 1910 . . . . ,, . . $213,601. 08 

Lig·l1tl1ouse Constr1uction . ..._ 45,000. 00 

l 
• 

plus for 1910-11 . . . . . 197 ,334. 21 
------

$407 ,691. 52 

T11e following· statement sl1ows tl1e 
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position of the seve.ral Loan Accounts 
on the 30th of June, 1909, viz-

ta.)-Loan Act, 1898, $10,000. 00-
$10,000. 00; 

(.lJ )--Loa.n 
$10,000. 00; 

Act, 1911, $10,000. 00-

(c)-Ag·ricultural Bonus Act, $1,-
199.19-$1,079.69; 

(d)-5th Ed. VII., Ca.p. 1, $3 ,922.-
52, $150.00-$3,022. 52; 

( e)-9th Ed. VII. Cap. 3, $80,250. 00 
-$249, 750.00; 

(f)-R.ailway . Ac:t, $3,690,388. 85, 
$1,695,000. 00, $1,985,388. 85. 

Tl1e explanation of the for.egoing is-
(a)-Tl1is. surn of $10,000. 00, raised 

in 1898 for tl1e erection of a ne·w Mar
ket House, .still remains in tl1e· Ba.nk 
of. Montre.al. 

(b)-This sum w.as raised unde1r 1st 
George VII., Cap. 32, for sun.diry pub
lic services. The1 sum of $28,128 .18 
expended on this loan was carried on 
tl1e Treasury Books until July, wl1en 
it was c·overe·d by fwrtl1er amounts 
from tl1e loan coming in. Tl1is expenJ 
diture \Vas for addition. to General 
Hospital, $10,185. 71, .and Lightl1ouse 
Construc:tion, $17 ,942. 4 7. 

( c)-$1,079. 69 represents tl1e bal-
ance to the cred·it of the loan unde1~ 

Acts 61, 62 and 63 Vic., c ·ap. 33, f·oa~ 

Loans . . . . . . $15,000.00 
Grand Bank ·Pie.r 15,000.00 
Fo·rtune Harb.our· 

Impr1oveme1nt1S· 5,000.00 
New Musetlm and 

Extension t o 
Hospital . . . . 64,354.00 $99,354.00 

Advances f I" om 
• Treasury f o r 

Extension to 
Hospital-
In 1909-10 .. . 
In1910-11 ... . 

Banlr of Mo11-
treal, for clebit 
ba.la.nce of Ex-
ch.eq·uer Ac-

cou11 t, 1908-9 
( vv· hicl1 includ
ed $44,221.57 
advanced from 
t !1 e rrrea.s ury 
i' n 1908,.9, ac
count New Mu
S8u1n and for 
extension o f 
Hospital) ... 

$23,584.15 
7 ,840.28 $31,424.43 

199,221.57 
-----
$330,000.00 
-----

Tl1e above $330,000.00, to.gether witl1 
the $100,000.00 paid -in 1909-10 to thie 
Municipal Council, closes ou.t the loan. agric·ul tu;ral purposes. 

(d)-Tl1i1s, tl1e balance of tl1e De· (f) Tl1e balance· o.fi tl1e Railway 
benture Conversion Act, represents 
tl1.e adjustment a.rising out of tl1e 
exch.ang·.ing of Debentures for Bonds. 
Debentures. amounting to $39,750.0.0 
were exchang·ed fo1r coupon-bearing 
bond1s d urin.g· tl1e ·year, making a total 
of $1,584,424. 48 converted since tl1e 
pass~ng of tl1e Act. 

(e)-This ,sum, $249,750. 00, wa.s 
ra.ised under 9tl1 Edward VII., ·Cap. 
3; it ·rep:l':esent.s, witl1 tl1e balance 
from 1910-11, viz-$80,250. 00 , t.h·e· bal-
ance expended under th.is Act for the 
following, viz-
R e P· a y m e n t of' 

Temporary 

Loan is self-expla11atory. Tl1e expen·di
ture of $1,695,000 is made up a.s fol-
lows-

Paid for Construction, etc., $1,590,-
000. 00; Pa.id f·or A:rbitration Awards, 
$105,000. 00; $1,695,000. 00. 

The bala.nces to tl1e c•redit of the 
Colony at the close of the year 1909-lU 
\Vere as follows, viz-

Irr the Bank o.f Montr~ea·l. 

1-Surplus T1r·ust Fund .. $407,691.52 
2-Ag·ricultur.al Bonus.. . 1,079.69 
3-De·benture Conve:r~ 

s.i.on Account . . . . . . . 3,922.52 
4-Loan 61 Vtc., Cap . . 

10 (Market House).... 10.000.00 
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In addition to tl1e foregoing, there 'vere, at 1the close of 1910-11, the fol
lo\ving credit balances to the several Trust Accot111ts in the Bank of l\/Ion
treal, viz: -
Marine and Fisheries Department-

Marine vVorks, to co\rer allocations issued, 
1the work on vvhicl1 was not completed 
at close of the year ..................... . 

l\!Iusgrave Harbor Brealc\vater, the "\vork on 
which, I t1nderstand, has bee11 abando11ed 

Colonial Secretary's Departn1e11t-
Constabulary, for the purchase of machinery 
Ed t1catio11, balance of votes ............. . 

_t\..griculture and Mines Department-
Rail-.vay Arbitration Avvards, • 

VIZ., balance 

$1,057 .62 

2,087.30 

597.05 
255.94 

1909-10 ..... . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Received fro1n Treasury in 1910-11 
. ......... $11,561.83 

. . . . . . . . . 75,105.50 
----

$86,667.33 
Paid in 1910-11 . . . . . . . .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83,278.95 

Balance • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Post Office Department-
For exte11sion Telegraph System in Twillingate 

District ..... . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Treasury Department-
Ou1tstanding Letter of Credit Cheques of the 

several departments for 1908-09 and 1909-10 
being provision for payment of same .... 

Treasury Cash Notes, viz:-
Total amount received from departments for 

p11rchase of notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 158,250.00 
Total amount of notes paid off and cancelled ... 103,399.00 

Public vVorks Department-
Harbor Grace Public Building, for completion 

of consrtruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,164.14 
Burin District County- Councils. for redemption 

of outstanding cheques .. _ • • • • • • • • • • • 293.09 
Cash Notes to meet old issue of Cash Notes from 

Public vVorks Department still in circulation 14,216.01 
And in ' Savings Bank-

Teachers' Pension Fund established under the 
Ed ucartion Act . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 

5-Loan 1st George V., Cap. 32 ... • • I s I I I I I -10,000.00 
. . 500,000.00 

995,388.85 
6-Reserve Fund 
7-Railway Loan 

! 
• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

In tl1e Ba11k of Nova Scotia. 

•. 

$3,144.92 

$823.99 

$3,388.38 

$873.23 

$1,670.15 

' - J 

$54,860.00 

$64,760.67 

$20,673.24 

$54,950.59 

$140,384.50 

$1,928,082.58 

.. 

• 
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8-Rail\\ray Loan . . . . . . . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
. In the Harbor Grace Water Com.pany. 

$1,000,000.00 

- $13,700.00 
9-Stock · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . . . . -· . 

$2,941, 782.58 

d b ·t · th Baiik of Montrealand to the Colony's e i 1n e ~i00,000.00 
4.62 10-Teinporary Loan Account . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · 

ll-I1nported Copper Coin ..... · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

The titles of most of the foregoing 
explain their na.ture. 

With regard to No. 5, viz-Loan 
under I George V., Cap. 32-this sum 
represents. tl1e amount subscribed of 
tl1e loan autl1orise·d at tl1e last session 
of the Le·g·is,lature. 

No. 9, Harbor ·Grace Water Com
pany Stoclr, is. the amount of scrip 
held by tl1e Gover11ment in . tl1e said 
Company. 

No. 11 is the amount still owing to 
the Bank of Montreal on ac.co11nt of 

tl1e purcl1ase· of a.nd expense.s in the 
lssue of coppe11 coinage; a.g·ad11st tl1is 
tl1ere is $1,280. 00 wortl1 of copper 
coins in tl1e Trea.sury vaults. 

. . 
The Oppositi.on 11a ve called at ten-

tion to our increased exp~nditures, 

and have. sought to ·re·present tl1em as 
unwise and unwa:rr.anted. 'l'l1e· ques
tion for tl1e· co·un try to consider is: 
Are these expenditures judicious, do 
our circumstances warrant them, and 
would it be p.refeTable to reduce taxa
tion .on certain articles, witl1 the in
evitable cons.equence tha.t tl1e pres
ent march of prog:res,s would 11q,ve 
to be stopped and tl1e pulsating ener1gy 
and ad\rance exl1ibited by the Colony 
the past tl1ree years ~ive place to 
stag·n.ation? Unde~I" existing circum-
stances and .after carefully surveying 
the wl1ole· situation, -I maintain that 
the polic.y of tl1e p:resen t Government 
·is tl1e wiser one, and tl1at it is better 
for our people to .be assu.red . of a 
continuance of . tl1e good times and 

$100,004.62 

widesp"read progTess now existing 
tha.n for this caree.r of advancement 
to be ·C'11ecked. vVe mig·ht 11ave reduc
ed ta.xation by $100,000, but that 
would 11ave meant that the education 
grants could not ha,re been increased 
and whic·h would the people prefe1·? I 
think they would pref er to berur the 
taxes vvhich, be it ir·emembe·red, a.re 
no greater than 11eretofore, and gai11 
this extra $100,000 f·or· the spread of 
education. We might have reduced 
taxation by a.nother $60,000 and aban
don tl1e idea of Old A.ge· Pens1ons, but 
wl1icl1 would be ·pTeferable in that 
case-to leave 1,200 of ·· our people 
without the pension now assured to 
tl1em 0 1r take tl1e duty off some ar-
ticle, whic·h would mean tha.t the 
whole populati.on '\vould have to· pay 
twenty-five cents apiece less in taxe.s 
a year? We n1i:gl1t r 'educe another 
$100,000 in taxation, but it would 
mean the abandon,n1ent of tl1e improv
ed system of Lig·htho·uses, an·d. Marine 
Works th.at we have· e.stablished, the 
increas·ed vote·s f·or roads and public 
vvorks, tl1e imp:rovem.e1nt8 in the hos
pitals andi asylums, and all tl1e other 
undertakings tl1at we, 11ave been able 
to carry into effect. 

Personally, under these circumstan
ces, I shou1d hesitate to a.ssun1e tl1e 
responsibility of .advisin·g a general 
reduction O·f ta.xa ti on at the pr e's en t 
time, contending, rather, that suc·h 
reduction, whenever made, sh·ould be 
gradual, and should depend upon the 
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state of tl1e revenue and o.f the pub
lic services, so that it mi.ght not disi.
locate ot1r economic· and ind ustria·l 
n1achinery. Wi,se expenditure, within 
the limits of the revenue, is, in my 
opi11ion, tl1e truest economy. To il-
1 ustrate this I .supply he:re a compara
tive statement showing the princLpal 
estimates voted by the Bon·d Admin
istration in 1908 and what we are vot
ing this yea.r, wl1ic·h will serve to in
dicate th·e· services whereon increases1 
have been mad'-'-e -

Comparison of Appropriations. 

Under Bond Under Mor1ris 
in 1908-9 for 1912-13 

Public Debt $871,572 $1,124,980 
Civil Govern-

ment . .. . . 148,798 
Justice . . . . . 183,612 

·J Education . . . 262,123 
/ Pub. Charities1 278,814 
\) Old. Age Pen-

·s1ons . . . . 
J Llghthouses. . . 73,657 
\J .Aigriculture . . 31,420 

l\tiarine a n d 
Fishe1~ies, . . 92,940 

Ro a .d s and 

Bridges ... 172,396 
P o,>s1 t a l and· 

Teleg·raphs .. 423,620 
Customs. . . . . 145,991 

233,188 
197,279 
363,023 
367 ,542 

40,000 
92,220 
76,200 

103,040 

187,500 

592,755 
217.040 

Tl1e lesson 
1 
of these figures. ts that, 

as I have said, wise expen·ctiture with
in tl1e limit of the revenue is the tru
est economy. The. country is now 
bounding ahead at a r.ate never before 
app·roached. All our industries are 
flourishing and our ·dormant iresources 
are be1ing ·develap:ed. Inv.estm,ents. in 
steam.eris, in vessels and in local en
terprises are larger than ever before. 
The · o·utlook .from eve.:ry point of view 
is most encouragin.g. We should, 
therefore, all patriotically recognize 
our o.bligations to the .state, bear our 
sha.re of the burde11s which a·re involv-

ed and con tin uc to encourage every 
movement for the developing of our re
s,ource.s .a.nd the uplifting of our peo· 
ple. I trust that in this statement I 
have n1ade clear to the Committee the 
salient facts .as to the Colony's fina.n
cial posrtion. However we may differ 
as to pold.tic·al matters, we can all, I 
l1ope, rejoice in its p1resent prosp·e :ity 
and join .in the prayer that it may 
continue to enjoy even gr·eater good 
fortune in the future. With staple and 
prog,:ressive !industries contributing to 
supplement the proceeds of the fisher
ies, and with tl1e further develop
ment that ts assured, I ,see no reason 
why the Colony should not continue to 
increase in material welfare hence
forth and attain a:s marked and abid-
ing an advance in the future a.s it has 
witnessed in recent years. 

I now propose the following Reso
lutions, which embody the amend
ments we propose to make in the tar
~·ff . They are-

Reso l ved-S ection 31 of the Rev
enue Act, .1905, as already amended 
by st1bsequent Acts., is further amend
ed by striking out thereof the words 
"Grand Bank" and "Fortune." 

Resolved-Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 
of the Act 7, Ed. VII., Cap. 27, en
titled "An Act to amend the Revenue 
Act, 1905," are hereby repealed. 

Resolved-Schedule A to the Rev
enue Act, 1905, as already amended 
by subsequent Acts, is further amend
ed: By striking out of Item 56 the 
vvord 'Churns,' and by striking out 
of Item 154 the word 'Churns.' 

Resolved-Schedule B to the said 
Act, as amended by subsequent Acts, 
is hereby furtl1er amended by adding 
thereto the following items-

Churns of all descriptions. 
Poultry when imported for breed

ing purposes. 
The pt1rpose of the foregoing Re-

• 

• 
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of dt1ty . . solutions, wl1ich I now table, is to 
relieve the towns of Grand Banl{ and 
Fortune of the tax on coal, now levi
ed to pay the interest on the sun1s 
spent there for harbor i111proven1ents; 
and to allow ch urns and live poultry 
for breeding purposes entry here free 

I propose to have this Speecl1 pri11t-
ed to-morrow and mean\vhile I move 
that the Con1mittee rise, report pro-

' 

g·ress a11d ask leave to sit again 01\ 

Wednesday. 

Balance Sheet Treasury Account for the Year ended 
30th June, 1911. 

DR. 
Bank of Montreal, General Account ......................... . 
Imported Copper, Bank . of Montreal ........................ . 
Temporary Loan, Bank of Montreal ........................ . 
Bank of Montreal Rail,vay Loan ........................... . 
Bank of Nova Scotia De1)osit Account ....................... . 
Bank of Mo11treal Trust Account ........................... . 
Harbor Grace Stock Account ............................... . 
Public Deb~t ................................................ . 

CR. 
Debe11ture Conversion Account ................. . 
Loa11 1 George 5t1- Cap. 32 .................... . 

Banl{ of Tv1ontreal, In1ported . Copper ......... . .. . 
Banl{ of Nlontreal, Temporary Loan ........... . 
Rail\vay Loan 10 Edward VII., Cap. 39 ......... . 
Deposit R. Account, Bank of Nova Scotia ...... . 
Agricultural Bonus ............................. . 
Loan 61 Vic., Cap. 1 ... .. ...................... . 
Surplus Trust .................................. . 
Reserve F11nd • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Stock 1\.ccount, Harbor Grace 
Sundry Accounts, Public Debt 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • If • • • • • • 

$3,922.52 
10,000 .00 

1,079.69 
10,000.00 

407,691.52 
500,000.0() 

$13,922.52 
4.62 

100,000.00 
995,388.85 

1,000,000.00 
918,771.21 

13,700.00 
27 ,176,280.18 

$30,218,067 .38 

13,922.52 
4.G2 

100,000.0(}-

995,388.85 
l,000,000.00 

918,771.21 
13,700.00 

27,176,280.18 

$30,218,06 7 .38 

1\1. P. CASHIN, 
Mi11ister of Finance 

Exar11ined by· n1e a11d found correct, 
F. C. BERTEAlJ, C. & A. G. 

• 
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Public Debt Account on 30th June, 1910-11. 
DR. 

1910-11-~Tune 30. To Balance, viz-
I~oan at 3 
Loan at 3 1h 
Loan at 4 

per cent. 
per cent. 
per cent: 

• • • 

. . . . 
• • • • 

$1,581,666.66 
16,958,879.99 

8,635,733.53 

$27,176,280.18 

J u11e 30 -By Act 5 4 Vic., Cap, 8, at 3 per c e 11 t ......... .. . .. ·. 
•' 56 " " I, " ............. .. 

" 56 " " 2, " ........ . ..... . 

" 60 " " 4, " ............. .. 
" 6 I_.),., " " c.) CQ_ 4, " \_: __ '\... . . . . . . . ....... . 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

*" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

rEd. VII" 6, " ..... . ... ..... . 
5 " " 2, " ............. .. 

" " IO 39, " 
at 3 ~ i)er cent. 

V . c " 44 1c., ap . 4, 
46 & 7 " 5 & 4 " 
49 ' ' " JS, " 

" " " 49 3, 
" " 6 50 ' 

50 " " ~ I' 
SI " " ,., .)J 

5 I } " 
5 T " 

52 " 
s-i 
56 
56 
~8 
~ 

58 
59 
60 
61 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

6 '' r, 2, 3 
62 & 3 '' 
2Ed.VII" 
4 " " 
5 
9 

IO 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

,.. 
.) ' 
5, 

I' 
4, 
4, 

I 3~ 
I 5, 
2, 

ro, 
33, 
37' 
28, 
18, 

J' 

3, 
8 
' 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
' ' 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

at 4 per cent. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

• t s I ' I e ' • f • ' ' • t 

• • • • • • • •••••••• 

S s S • e t t I t t • e t t J 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
............... 
t ' ' t t t t t t t t t t t I 

• • • • • • • • • • ••••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
t t I t t I t I I t t t t t t 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 

I t t ' t t ' ' t t t I t t t 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • l 

..... ' . . . . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

........ ' . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . ..... 

. . . . . ' . . . . . . . .. 

3,384,960.00 
4,708,800.00 

456,980.00 
351,373.33 

2,263,000.00 
I ,900,433.33 
3,893,333.33 

2,900.00 
19,336.00 
55,200.00 

. 60,000.00 
480,000.00 
320,000.00 

50,000.00 
218,ooo.oo 

52,150.00 
408,000 00 

2,400.00 
92,483.48 
27,630.00 
65,292.00 

2 ,676,666.66 
52,500.00 

973,333.33 
50,473.75 
85,152.93 
I I ,622.92 
34,592.46 

9,550.00 
2,368,2 50.00 

430,000.00 
90,000.00 

$I ,581,666.66 

*NOTE-$546,861 of tl1is Loa11 11as been paicl C>ff by Sink:i11g Fund 
estat>lisl1ecl u11cler tl1is Act. 
l\1u11ici1)al IJebt, $ 1,397 , 104.22. 
Harbor Grace \V J.ter Co111pany Stoel\:, $ r 3, 700.co. 

E xami11ed by me antl found. corr·2ct. 
F. C. BERTEAU, C. & A. G. 

• 

!\If 
.l i'.l. P. C ASI-JIN, 

Minister of Fina11ce~ 

\ 
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Staten1ent of Current Accu11nt of the Governn1ent of Newfound
land for the Financial Year 1910-11. 

DR. 
REVENUE. 

Customs Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 

Light Dues ................................. . 
Harbor Dues ................................. . 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . 
Royalties .......... ,, . . . . .............. . ..... . 

TOTAL FROlVI CUSTOlVIS ..... 

Postal Re·ven ue ............................. . 
Telegraph Revenue ......................... . 
Cro1v11 Lands ...................... . : ... . ... . . 
Sta111ps . . . . . . . . . . ........................... . 
I__Jiq uor Licenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
Fi11es and Forfeitures .............. · ........ . 
Broom Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
Fees Institutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
lVIiscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . 
l\lf r111ici pal Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
A. l\_. Telegrapl1 Company Tax ............... . 
Direct Cable Company Tax .................. . 
vVestern Union Teleg·raph Co. Tax .......... . 
Bank ']_""lax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 

Express Company!s Tax ..................... . 
Harbor Grace Water Company ............... . 
Carbonear Water Co1npany .................. . 
Grand Bank Harbor Board .................... . 
Fo1"1tune Harbor Board ....................... . 
Insurance Assessment ....................... . 
lnsura,nce Licenses ........................... . 
Imported Copper ............................. . 

Lean 9 Ed ward VII., Cap. 3 ................. . 
Loa11 1 G-eorge V., Cap. 32 .................. . 
Surplus Trust . . . . . . . . . . ........ . ............ . 
Agricultural Bo11us ....... . .................. . 

$2,768,526.75 
. 28,948 .89 

991.00 
11,666.89 
88,481. 72 

117,259.85 
. 79,956.80 
192)334;.45 

14,479.33 
5,829.00 
5,854.45 

12,733.51 
3,04 7 .16 

88,684.84 
54,081.86 
23,112.47 

8,000.00 
8,000.00 

10,000.00 
2,000.00 

548.00 
1,260.80 

356.25 
118.75 
443.66 
250.00 
160.00 

7,840.28 
28,128.18 
88,588.36 

119.50 

Exan1ined by i11e and fot1nd correct, 

$2,898,615.25 

628,511.18 

$3,527,126.43 

124,676.32 

$3,651,802.75 

F. C. BERTEAU, C. & A. G 

' 
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Statement of Current ft).ccot1nt of fhe Government of N( wfound
land for the Financial Year 1910-11. 

CR. 
EXPENDITlTRE. 

Expenditure L1nder the follo\vi11g Heads-
Head I I . 

• 

I I. 
I I I. 
IV. 
v. 

I VI. 
v VII. 
Lf'll I I. 
,/ IX. 
./ X. 
{ XI. 
XII. 

XIII. 
XIV. 
XVI. 

XVII. 

Interest, etc, Public Debt ............. $1,025,302.88 
Civil Gover11ment...... ... ... ...... ... ... ... 180,913 31 
Pensio11s ....................................... . 
Adn1inistration of Justice .............. . 
Legisla ti or1 .................................. .. 
Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 
Public Charities .......................... .. 
Lighthouses ................................. . 
AgricL1lture a11d Mines .................. . 
l\tlari11e and Fisheries .................... . 
Roads, Bridges a11d Ferries .......... .. 
Postal ancl Telegrapl1 Depts ......... . 
c us t 0111 s ....................................... . 
General Contingencies .................. . 
Coal a11d 'Vater Ref L111ds .............. .. 
Additional Estin1~.tes .................... . 

17,019.12 
198,641.52 

43,647.r6 
3 I 7 ,963.90 
32I,148.32 

78,396.97 
57,59 2 67 
7 4,55c. 55 

177,170 87 

5 5 5,397 .6 I 
l 55,659. 5 2 

35,271.79 
6-i,92 I .48 

7,700.co 
------- $3,3I r,:97.67 

Audit Act . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ............. . • • • • IO • • • • I • • • -. a • • 
A 'J 448 8.-.Lu~ -- • 0 

, 

Surplus-
Revenue i11 excess of Expenditu:--e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 172,379.91 

$3,527 ,126.43 ,.. 
Loan 9 Edward VII., Cap. 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,840.28 
Loan 1 George V., Cap. 32 ......... ". . . . . . . . . . . . 28,128.18 
Surplus Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88,588.36 
Agricultural Bonus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119.50 

-- 12 11,676.32 

$3,651,802.?5 

J\1 . P. CASFIIN ," 
l\ilinister of Finance. 
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Movement of Imports for the past Sixteen Years. 

Total United Dominion United Other 

Y-ear Imports King·dom Canada States Countri.es 

1895-6 5,986,861 1,875,754 2,231,641 1,473,721 405,745 

1896-7 5,638,384 1,969,999 1,593,931 2,135,008 248,396 

1897-8 5,188,863 1,519,253 1,823,238 1,671,134 175,238 

1898-9 6,311,245 1,935,025 2,088,002 1,928,834 359,293 

1899-0 7,497,147 2,224,353 2,805,490 1,993,505 473,799 

1900-1 7,476,503 2,328,622 2,489,499 2,088,465 569,917 

1901-2 7,836,685 2,244,178 2,612,042 2,501,806 478,659 

1902-3 8,479,944 2,143,464 2,869 ,,898 2,920,914 545,668 

1903-4 9,448,664 2,4 79 ,138 3,423,225 2,991,002 555,279 

1904-5 10,279,293 2,654,908 4,105,569 2,750,114 768,702 

1905-6 10,414,274 2,651,196 3,521,939 3,609,192 1:)31,947 

1906-7 10,426,040 2,669,934 3,669,098 3,417,359 639,64~) 
' 

1 D07-8 11,516,111 2,668,802 4,257,647 3,859,892 72CJ,730 

1908-9 11,402,337 2,493,670 3,937 ,009 4,232,680 73E.977 

1909-0 12,799,696 2,940,401 4,559,789 4,571,192 728,314 

1910-1 13,383,910 3,092,429 4,607,720 4,943,874 789,887 

M O'Jement of Exports for the past Sixteen Years. 

Total Uni1td Do111inio11 United () t]l.Cl' 

Year Exuorts Kingdom Canada States Cot111trie:> 

1895-6 6,638;187 1 727 852 
J ' 

638, 7 41 489,027 "ng9 r::p7 .:,4 .-...;,<.}Va 

1896-7 4,925,789 1,34 7 ,273 478,110 533,518 2!564,888 

1897-8 5,228,933 1,355,920 482,512 427,478 2,961,023 

1898-9 6,936,315 1,443,266 541, 727 \ 620,056 4,331,266 

1899-0 8,627,576 1,942,093 520,137 1,0051525 5,159,821 

1900-1 8,759,978 1,831,941 711, 7 46 834,068 4,932,223 
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1901-2 
1902-3 
1903-4 
1904-5 
1905-6 
1906-7 
1907-8 
1908-9 
1909-0 
1910-1 

Year e11ded 

June 30th 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 

Year e11ded 

June 30th 

1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 

I-IC D;;E OF "'\~Siil\IBLY PROCEEDINGS. 

9,552,524 2,104,932 1,046,109 
9,976,504 2,173,090 1,102,659 

10,381,897 1993,195 1,102, 708 
10,669,342 1,940,945 1,135,848 
12,086.276 1,662,612 1,777,169 
12,101,161 1,394,269 1}611,480 
11,815,769 1,177,709 1,863, 784 
10,848,913 1,426,229 1,542,090 
11,824,997 1,824,235 1,454,314 
11,975,747 2,302, 722 1,745,389 

Exports of Codfish for the past Sixteen 

Qt1intals 
(112 lbs.) 
1,436,083 
1,312,008 
1,145,540 
1,226,336 
1,300,622 
1,233,107 
1,278,955 
1,429,274 
1,360,373 
1,196,814 
1,481,025 
1,422,445 
1,509,269 
1,732,387 
1,502,269 
1,182, 720 

1,207 ,461 
1,357 ,031 
1,470,497 
1,418,624 
1,278,997 
1,492,795 
1,209,428 

848,176 
1,163,313 
1,249,550 

Years. 

Value 
$4,297,699 

2,824,242 
3,230,928 
4,445,031 
5,453,538 
5,171,910 
5,509, 728 
5,633,072 
5,943,063 
6,108,618 
7,864,719 
7,873,172 
7,820,092 
.7,398,536 
7,307,378 
6,544,604 

Exports of Seal Products for the past Sixteen Years. 

5,194,022 
5 9 43 79.'1 ,u • -1l.: 

5,714,697 
6,173,925 
'7,367,498 
8,028,657 
7,558,858 
71032,418 
7,383,135 
6,678,086 

Seal Skins Seal Oil Total Valt1e 

• 

I 

$166,306 
117,204 
129,840 
136,563 
162,330 
282,895 
420,869 
0n- "96 uL;b,Liu 

259,150 
370,636 
314,189 
194,300 
140,137 
433,620 
460,220 
385,250 

$174,690 
246,263 
218,279 
252,036 
433,605 
42L1,632 
379,445 
453,684 
303,067 
374,974 
297,430 
44 7 ,967 
308,997 
252,262 
459,814 
275,287 

• 

$340,996 
363,467 
348,119 
387,599 
595,935 
707 ,527 
800,014 
778,821 

562,217 
7 45,610 
611,619 
642~267 

449,134 
685,882 
920,034 
660,537 
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Exports of Lobsters for the past Sixteen Years. 

Year ended Case of 
June 30th 48 1-lb. tins Total Valt1e 

1896 45,662 $376,711 

1897 58,873 529,947 

1898 61,957 619,510 

1899 56,166 565,362 

1900 37 ,523 491;202 

1901 36,271 448,501 

1902 38,369 412,256 

1903 31,881 387 ,466 

1904 31,575 440,405 

1905 43,522 512,062 

1906 31,328 376,490 

1907 26,661 379,237 

1908 26,060 418,605 I 

1909 25,826 343,619 

1910 26,058 337 ,835 

1911 23,803 360,495 

Experts of H e;-ri ng for the past Sixteen Years. 

Year e11ded 
Jt1ne 30th Barrels Value 

1896 57 ,846 $100,363 

1897 63,244 102,176 

1898 61,779 101,013 

1899 121,316 245,869 

1900 92,557 200,989 

1901 112,274 231,501 

1902 156,970 361,324 

1903 192,759 457,384 

1904 151,865 328,630 

1905 176,633 379,938 

1906 146 _- 032 344,205 

1907 153,809 406,409 
\ 

1908' 152,504 413,817 

1909 100,891 237,026 

1910 139,228 . 302,355 

1911 169,897 9 88 89 "> u , u.:.i 

-
Export of Salmon for the past Sixteen Years. 

Year ended Fresh 
Ju11e 30th Salmon \Talue Salt Sal111on Value 

lbs. tierces 

1896 . . . . . . . . . . . . 2J973 $58,669 

1897 . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,009 76,801 

1898 . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,601 49,532 

1899 22,003 1,318 3,690 7 ~· o ()n 
-, '-' # 

1900 118,500 7,072 4,961 95,626 • 

1901 91,103 6,710 6,647 139,101 
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1902 134, 76B 10,267 5,838 77 4 . r ' ' <} \) 

1903 167 ,208 11,463 2,885 53,214 

1904 129,'175 8,768 3,118 65,400 

1905 192,05~1 lLt 98') ... ,0 0 3,604 72,083 

1906 251,156 17,931 4,924 88,005 

1907 164,302 12,260 4,716 73,660 

1908 154·,670 11,721 2,384 41,354 

1909 139,085 10,618 1,774 34,345 

1910 161,931 13,005 3,074 56,845 

1911 208,815 15,579 2,897 55,163 

Export 
Year ended 

of Whale Products for the past Sixteen Years. 

June 30tl1 
1896 
1897 • 

1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 

MR. KENT.-Ivir. Chairn1an, before 
tl1e motion to rise is put, I ·\"vould like 
to refer to tl1e speecl1 that \Ve have 
11eard v1itl1 gre8.t interest fro1n the 
l\1inister of Fina11ce and Ct1s1toms. It 
is al'v\Tays a great satisfaction to look 

for\vard to the annual staten1ent of 
the finances of the Colony, \Vhich is 
placed l)efore tl1-e House by the l\/Ii11-
ister of Fina11ce. Of course, I cannot 
expec1t to cleai \vith the fig·t1res or the 
sta.te1nents n1ade by tl1e Minister tl1is 

after11oon, bt1t \Vl1en the House goes 
into Co111n1ittee again, I shall refer 
to tb.en1. I could i1ot, 11owever, help 
1Jeing· strucl{ '\vith t11e fact that during· 
t110 \Vhole course of t11e ren1arks of 
tpe Ivii11ister tl1ere \vas nothi11g, not a 
si11gle act to ·'\'rl1icl1 hB could point, 

\ 

• • • • • • 

$580 
1,581 

15,606 
36,428 
67,784 

125,287 
265,962 
366,426 
535,101 
331,901 
213,27 4 
211,391 
168,131 
174,064 
189,080 

which brought about the prosperity 
to wl1ich he refers, nort an act to '\Vhicl1 
he could poi11t which was performed 
or brought into operation by the pre
se11t administration-not an act that 
in any way helped in this direction. 

On tl1e contrary all tl1e Acts tl1at 
11ave been referred to, all tl1e causes 
\vhich tended to create tl1is prosperity 
were put in force and opc!''..lt i<)n 1)y 

their predecessors in office. ~flit· ~i h.

ures to which tl1e Hon. lVIinister 11as 

referred are large, larg·er in the b11l 1\: 
than any figures ever sub111:tted to 
tl1is House before. I do not 1~:110\V 

wl1etl1er the Hon. Minister has C8in13 
to believe all tl1at 11e has statecl. 1J1..1t 
that is ithe impression whic11 tJ1e 
speecl1 has left upon iny mind. I sl1a,ll 
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ref er briefly to the trade returns to · 
\Vhich the l\1:inister referred. lie bas
ed t1non tl1ese returns the conclusion 

~ 

that t11e country is enjoying very 
great prosperity, and that that pros
perity was attributed to the present 
administra.tion. "ViiT ell, Sir, I am glad 
that the l\1inister tal{es rthat view of 

I 

it from the figures. It struck me dif-
ferently. I have 11ere a staten1ent of 
the total rtrade returns for a number of 
yea,rs, begi11ning in 1897, and going 
down to 1910-11, and I thi11k tl1at if 
\Ve examine these figures vve will find 
that tl1e l)rosperity of the country is 
not so assured as we are led to be
lieve. In the first place, you will no
tice that during the years that pre
ceded the advent to pov1er of the pres
ent administration, the balance of 
trade was in favour of the Colony, but 
if you examine the figures submitted 
to the House during the past rtwo 
years, the balance has been adverse 
to the Colony. Now, I have the fig
ures here, as I say, and I shall com
pare the figures of the two years of 
1905-06 and 1906-07 with those of the 
past two years, and I rthink that fro1n 
those figures the Committee will see 
tl1at a favot1rable balance of trade 
has been co11verted into an adverse 
one. In 1905-6 the exports were val11-
ed at $12,086,276 and the in1ports a:t 
$10,414,274, making a total trade of 
$22)500,550, and giving a bala11ce in 
favo11r of the Colony of $1,672,000, 
and in 1906-07 the exports \Vere valu
ed at $12,101,161, a11d the imports at 
$10,426,040, making a total trade· of 
$22,527,201, and a balance in favour 
of rtl1e Colony of $1,675,121. During 
those two years, the trade operations 
of our people show a balance in fav
cur of the Colony of $3,347,121. Now, 
if you turn, Sir, to the figures of the 
years 1909-10 and 1910-11, you will 
find that tl1e results are not so reas
suring as the Minisiter would have us 
believe. In 1909-10 the exports were 
valued at $11,824,997, and the imports 

$12, 799,696, making a total trade of 
$24,624,696, and g·iving a balance ad
verse to the Colony of $97 4;799 . In 
1910-11 t l1e exports \Vere valued at 
$11:975,747, a11d the i111ports ait $13,-
383,910, g·iving a total trade of $25,-
359,657, a.nd a bala11ce of trade ad
verse to the Colony of $1,308,1 63. In 
other words, the trade oper a tions of 
t11e t\vo y ears just past, show a bal
ance a gains1t the Colon'y of · $2,282,962. 
In ot l1er words, the fav-ourable t rade 
b c:tlance of 1905-6 ancl 1906-7 of three 
and one half millions, has been con
verted into a n unfavoura ble trade bal
a11ce of t'vo and one quarter mil
lions. Tl1ese figures, 11a ve been taken 
from the r ecords compiled by the lVIin
ister. It may not be appreciated as 
to what t hese figures rnean, but I 
sl1ould like t o point 011t to tl1e Com
mittee that an ad1.rerse balance of 

tl ~tde ineans tl1at we 11ave impor tecl 
1n1ore goods. t han we 11ave exported, 
we have bought more than \Ve have 
sold. Novv, Sir, the cons11n1pt ion in a 
country of articles of commerce must 

.. 
be either equal to, g·reater or les s tl1a11 
vvhat she prod11ces . If it is g·reater 
- then in order to make llP t h.e de
fic iency vve int1st either dra vv upo11 
ot1r accurn ulaited ca1)ital or mo.r t gage 
ou1· future t ra-de. Tl1is m eans that 
dtrring the past two ;rears, a~ constantly 
ir1el'oas ing favourable balance of trade 
l;as bee11 conv-er ted into ai1 adverse 
1;.ala,n ce; in other \vorcls, tl1at t11e e:x:
tent of the in crease in the adver se 

balance of trade necessita,t es your 
either drawi11g on your accumulated 
capital or borro\.ving on the strength 
of the future. Under tl1e circumstan
ces, l\1r . Chairn1an, I think it is for
tunate for the Colony tl1at the gentle
men who at present have charg·e of 
the administration of its affairs w ere . 
preceded by a n administration \vl1icl1 

brought about this condition of pros
perity upon which they are no\.V,. able 
to trade. They are depending on their 
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predecessors for the sources of pros
perity. The Hon. Minister laid down 
the principle that "you mt1st measure 
the prosperity by the nu1nber of new 
indt1stries that you have started." Sir, 
ithe only 11e-vv industries tl1at I · can see 
are those that were established be
fore the present administration came 
into power. And as I said before, there 
has been nothing done by the present 
adn1inistration wl1ich would justify 
1tl1eir claiming that they have done 
anythi11g to add to this measure of 
prosperity. Again, Sir, I notice that 
the lVIinister is abo11t to again go into 
thC? n1arkets to look for money. Of 
course, as I said \vhen ithe railway 
contract \Vas submitted to this House 
in 1910. I did not thinl{ .any sane 
man ~· i10 read tl1at contract ,... 

we will find that the Colony will 
be called ttpon for more than double 
the amount that the Prime l\liinisrter 
estimated for the construction of the 
whole line. Again, Sir, I find tl1at not 
only for railway construction is the 
l\1inister going into the markets to 

1 

borrow, but also 11e is going to bor
row money to the extent of $250 ,000 
for other purposes. · Tl1is, Sir, will 
make a total borrowing by rthis Gov~ 
ernment since coming into po\ver of 
about seven and one quarter millio11 
dollars, an addition to the p11blic debt 
of the Colony of seven and a quarter 
millions in three years, or over two 
a11d one-third millions per an11um. In 
addition to this, tl1e Government has 
been receiving bountiful revenues, rev
enues which, I submit, should, with 
proper economical expenditure, meet 
all the p11blic services, as \vell as 
tl1ose to which the Minister referred 
as "useful services," tl1ose for \Vhich 
11e is now abo11t to borrow n1ore. If 
tl1e expendit11re was reduced to what 
he 11as called "useful" and "economic" 
expenditures, the11 there vvould be no 
necessity to borrow or c11rtail any 

believed for one· moment tl1at t11e 
estin1ate of rthe Prime Minister that 
$4,000,000 would cover the cost of the 
railway was any,vay near the mark. I 
thinlr t11at tl1e esti1nate made by ine 
at tl1at time, that $7,000,000, would 
Rot be much above our liability, was 
under tl1e inark. T\vo years ago "re 
borro~.ved $4,000,000, and now we are 
going to borrow half as in uch again, 
tl1at makes a total of $6,000,000, a11d 
fron1 rthe returns tabled in this House 
some time ago, shovving tl1e expendi
ture to date on construction work, it 
\Vould appear that all the payn1ents 
made 11ave practically all been made 
on account of construction work, with 
tl1e exception of a small payment on 
the BonaviRta line for extra work un
tler sections 34 and 37 of the contract, 
a1nounting to $35,000. Tl1at is the 
uncertain element in this contract, and 
as I pofnted out then, that the estim
ate of the Prime Minisrter, both as to 
distance and price was far too conser
vative that his estimate of $15,000 a , 
i11ile \Vould barely cover actual con
struction, and that wl1en the bill for 
cons.truotion and extra work and mat
erials necessary to the c9nstruction 
and operatio11 of the lines, is furnished 

other 11seful public service which he 
clai111s that 11is Government has in
stit11ted, or an a1n1)le inargi11 would 
exist rto enable the Govern1nent to 
carry out the pledge which they gave 
tl1e people of the Colony last election 
to reduce their burden of taxation. If 
we talre the total a1nou11t of inoney 
expended, including the loans by the 
prese11t Government, and if we add 
to that the loan no\v asked for, tl1e 
total amot1nt of money expended and · 
received by rthe present Government 
\vo11ld be about $18,000,000 in 3 years; 
3 years revenue and the amount of 
the loan. In other words, nearly as 
much as the -vvhole public debt of the 
Colony at the time they assumed of
fice. ...L\nd then they claim that rthere 
is n1oney in circulation. If there is 
:money in circulation, it is money 
"\vhicl1 repayment \Vill be called for 

' 
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so1ne day, and for which we will have 
to account to tl1ose f'rom whom it was 
borro\ved, and for vvhich v·ve shall 
11a\re to pay dollar for dollar with in
terest added. I did not intend, Mr. 
Chairman, dealing with the matter at 
any extent this afternoon; but there 
is one other feature of the Minister's 
Budget vvhich I will itake an opportun
ity at a later sitting of this Com
mittee to develop; that is, the position 
of the pulp and paper mills as com
pared with rtl1e gross or staple trade of 
the Colony, and I think if t11e Minister 
will con.sider the figures in this con-
11ection he \Vill have little reason to 
feel reasurred by tl1e condition of 
things wl1icl1 he has painted for us 
this afiternoon. The Minister closed 
his rer.aarks by an anno11ncement of 
the policy of the Government nan1ely, 
that there was to be no reduction of 
taxation. I think that this announce
ment of the l\'.Iinister's is a publication 
of tl1e failure of the Governn1ent to 
carry ot1t the promise which they 
placed second in their manifesto to 
the people last election. I do not 
thinlr the people of rthe country \vhen 
tl1ey come to consider the conditio11 
of affairs and when they come to read 
tl1e Budget, are goi11g to be satisfied 
v·vith platitudes. T11ey will require 
sot1nd reason, backed up by properly 
analyzed figures, to convince rthem. 
Tl1e 1\1:inister says that the policy of 
the Government is to use economy in 
the public expenditure and to handle 
pt1 blic affairs 011 economic lines. \¥ell, 
Sir, I do not think that the 1Vli11ister i11 
that statement is reflecting . what is 
the ge11eral public opinion of the 
country on the expendiiture of the 
present Governme11t. The general op
inion, and it is warranted by the re
tt1rns presented to tl1is House from 
ti1ne to time, is that tl1e expenditure of 
tl1is Government 11as bee~ tl1e nlost 
extravagant and the most unnecessary 
ever inade by any Government. Take 

says it 11as increased fron1 $31,000 to 
- ' 

$76,000. I ask the Committee if the 
people are getting 150 per cent. better 
rett1rns to justify rcl1is 150 per cent. 
of increased expenditure. I do not: 
think that when the people come to 

, 

realize that the vote has been in
creased to this extent they "\Vill agree 
\Vith the Minister's statement, that 
the policy of the Governn1ent has bee11 
economic and safe expenditure. I 
shall not further discuss rthe n1atter, 
this afternoon, as tl1e Minister intends 
to raise the Committee to have 11is 
speech pri11ted, \Vhen we shall be able 
to give the matiter the co11sideration 
whicl1 it merits. 
HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-Just one \Vord, Mr. 
Chairman, before t11e Con1mittee rises. 
The hon. member began b3r congratu
lating n1e on the n1an11er in wl1icl1 I 
had dealt vrith the Colony's financial 
affairs. He the:o \Vent on to criticise 
my statements, 'but to my mind 11is 
criticisms were not clear either to him
self or to the T-Iouse. He 11ad to labor 
very hard i~ t'b.e effort to pick holes 
in n1y address. He argued :that the 
"ground tier," so to speak,of what we 
are now bl1ildi11g, was laid by the out
going· G·overnment. I talre issue with 
liim as to that, -because tl1e Govern
n1ei1t that preceded us did i1othing 
vvhatever to forward the interests of 
the fishermen of the Colo11y, notl1ing 
to for¥vard the i11terests of tl1e Colony, 
ilothi11g to promote the general w~l

fare of the Colony. They si1nply col
lected tl1e re\renues and s1)ent rthem 
in due cours~, and left behind tl1en1 
nothing to their credit for their nine 
years in office. \Ve are told that the 
Colo11y is 110\V spending over $3,000,-
000. a year. Well, if such, is the case, 
we are carrying on the p11blic ser
vices on a. scale never before -ap-

proached, ai1d \Ve are building ·1 ra11.-
ways also. 011r r)redecessors spent 
$3,000,000 a year, and the~r 11ad not a 

the J\gricl1lt11re vcte. T11e Minister tl1i11g to sl1ow for it \Vher.!. they "\ve11t 
• 
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out of office after nine years' co11trol 
of public affairs. '!'hey added $5,000,-
000 to the public debt, and what has 
the Colony got in return? Absolutely 
nothing·. They spent this money be
cause of their own blunders and mis
talies. The Leader of the Opposition 
told tis h·ere a fe\v nights ago that it 
cost $5,000,000 to fight the rail\vay 
contractors. That is poor satisfaction 
for the people of the Colony to-day, 
or for those "\vho are to come after .._ 

the1n, to spend $5,000,000 of public 
inoney ii1 o-rder to rtry and defeat two 
or three individuals and then to fail 
i11 doing· it. The present Govern1nent 
l1as done more since taking office than 
any previous Govern1nent in this Col
ony. "\Ve are told now that we are 
too lavish in our expenditures. Is it 
over expenditure to give an extra 
$100,000 for education in this Colony? 
I thinlr the time has come when that 
sort of argument \Vill be tolerated no 
longer. The :time has con1e when ap
peal should be made to the intellig·
ence, and not the prejudices of this 
I!ouse and tl1is cot1ntry. Look at the 
spectacle that has been witnessed in 
this House the past fe"\v weelrs. Look 
at the innumerable petitions that 
members on tl1e other side have 

' 
brought in l1ere asking for a general 
election the coming Fall. If the out
side public could see a sample of 
those petitions, I think tl1ey would 
say it was justification enoug·h for our 
spending· an extra $100,000 a year on 
edt1cation. I have in iny hand a peti
tion presented the other day by an 
hon. ine111ber opposite. If we had a 
photograpl1 of tl1at petitio11, tl1e public 
\vould say it was tin1e to double the 

J' 

education grant. These petitio11s are , 

printed wholesale in St. John's and 
sent' a.round to rtl1e peo1)le in the out
ports for signatures to be procured, 
and according to the one I have be
fore ine, every i1ame on them appears 
to have been signed by the one indi
vidt1al -vvith crosses against the 

nan1es, sho\ving tl1at the parties were 
illitera.te. ls not tl1is a deplorable cir
cumstance? These petitions are eith
er bogus, in whicl1 case the parties 
\·v110 concocted them ought ito be pros
ecuted, or they reveal a lack of ed u
cation, whicl1 is most regrettable. 
Personally, I do not believe that half 
of these petitions ever went to the 
outports at all. I believe they were 
signed in St. John's and sent to mem-

bers of this House (most of tl1em 
were sent to Opposition n1en1bers), 
and these, willing to do anytl1ing to 
injure tl1e Government,lent tl1emselves 
to become dupes for scl1emers out
side, to get up and represent that the 
country is alarmed at the rate that ex
penditures are being carried out by 
tl1e Government. There is no alarm 
in the country; rthere is 110 cause for 
alarn1; the country is quite satisfied 
witl1 tl1e outlook and 11as every rea
son to be satisfied. The only people 
\vho are alar1ned are these politica.l 

tricksters ot1tside, and the members 
of tl1e Opposition . in this House who 
realize tl1at their chances of ever g·et
ting into the Govern1nent are gro-vv
i11g· less and less every day, because 
the present Adn1inisitration is doing 
so n1ucl1 for the benefit of the country 
and the people who live in it. I could 
enu1nerate at great length the number 
of thing·s done for the country and the 
people by tl1e present Government tl1at 
were never even conten1plated by our 

predecessors. The late Governn1ent 
merely pretended to deal witl1 some 
of tl1ese itl1ings for political purposes. 
They appointed a com111ission to con
sider Old Age Pensions two years be
fore they went out of power. That 
Commission never reported. · It was 
only formed to t11ro\v dust in the eyes 

of the electors, and help rto get the 
party back i11to po\ver. With us, on 
the other hand, every promise we have 
inade has been carried out. We have 
been criticized 11ere for not reducing 
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taxation. vVe have reduced taxatio11 
-not by taking anythi11g off, bt1t by 
gi"ving more baclr to the peo1)le for 
-vvhat they are paying. We are giving 
back our surptt1ses in improvements 
all over the Island. I cl1allenged the 
hon. member for St. John's East (l\Tr. 
l{ent) some time ago to say -vvhether 
he v\ras not getting more fro111 this 
Government for his district than 11e 
did from the Government of whjch he 
\Vas a11 Executive member. Did 11e 
deny that? It is the same \Vay witl1 
ever"Jrthing else. Tl1e Oppositior1 says 
that tl1e col1ntry is alar1ned, bt1t I re
peat tl1at tl1e cot1ntry is not alarmed. 
V! e are building raiI-\vays, and \Ve 

sl1all go 011 building railv1ays, becat1:;e 
the~y· are the greatest ag·ency of ad
vance any country could 11ave. vVe 
are told that cur e::;ti1nate of their cost 
is a false cne. If it is, it 11as at a11y 
rate the n1erit tl1at it is inore correct 
tha11 the E·tate111ent Sir Robert Bond 
made \Vl1en he \)ras consideri11g the 
Game rail\vay \Ve are buildi11g, and said 
tl1ey '''ould only con1e to 197 miles. 
T11e present Pre1ni~r's estimate was 
250 n1iles, and it was only a rough es
timate, b11t \Ve have 11ad no difficulty 
in finding the money to finance tl1ese 
rail\·vays, and vve shall carry our un
dertal\:ing· throt1gl1 in a creditable 
manner. \Ve had the authority of tl1e 
L2g·islature to build tl1ese rail \"vays, 
and ''re "\Vere justified by public opi11-
ion tl1rot1ghout tl1e Island. Wl1at 
"\vould be tl1e g·ood of bt1ilding a rail-

"V\ray fro111 here to Tre_passey, for inst
ance, over tl1e woods and the bar
rens? \Ve \vanted to build tl1em so 
that they \vou1d serve the people all 
through the districts in which tl1e 
li11es run if it did take ten or fif1teen 
rnore iniles to build. What would be 
the t1se of buildi11g a railroad tl1rough 
tl1e \Vilderness, miles from the settle
ments and \Vithout giving any benefit 
to the peo1)le? The hon. inember's 
stateme11ts, of course, are only made 
fro111 2~n oppositicn standpoint. He 

• 

11eard the Budget Speech ar1cl 11e felt 
he had to say sometb.i11g in opposition 
and so he got up and laboured very 
hard, but without very n1t1ch rest1lt. 
J think \vhen the matter comes 1Jefore 
tl1e Co1nmittee again, I can convince 
the House and the country tl1at every 
sta,terne11t I ha\re made this after11oon 
is correct and jt1stified in every par
ticular. 

• • RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-
lVIr. Chair1nan, there are one or two 
points in the remarks of my ho11. 
friend, the n1en1ber for St. Jol1n's E., 
that I should like to correct, altl1ougl1 
vvhat I had intended to say 11as been 
very largely said by tl1e l\iinister of 
Finance, \Vl10 has just spoken, so that 
little is left for ine to say. I think it 
im1)ortant that some of the hon. mem
ber's ren1arl\:s sl1ould net g·o forth to 
the country l1ncontradicted. In the 
first place he stated that I said i11 this 
Hot1se that $4,000,000 \Vould cover tl1e 
cost of the five branch railways. Tl1at 
is not correct. I never n1ade aI1y such 
statement. If the hon. n1en1ber vvill 
recollect the facts, he vvill see by a 
little ca.lct1lation that even at the es
timate I n1ade tl1e11 of 250 n1iles at 
$15,000 a inile, nearly all that $4 ,000,-
000 "rould be takC}1 up. And I n1ade 
no reference at tl1at tin1e to rigl1t of 
way, rolling stocl[, statio11s or a11y of 
tl1e otl1er expenc1itt1re tl1at bring·s tl1e 
cost of railwa.y bt1ilding· in this cot1n
try up to at least $18,000 a inile. It is 
not the case, a11d it is not right to in
sinuate to this House that false state
ments were made here. There i1ever 
11as been a mile of railway built in 
Newfoundia.nd tl1at ·did not cost at 
least $18,000 a mile. vVe paid Reids 
$15,600 a i11ile for constrt1ctio11, and 
in addition "\Ve paid for tl1e right of 
way, stations, rolling stocl{, sno,·v 
fences, walls and all that n1alces up the 
line of raliway from 11ere to P ort atl'~ 

Basques. In some cases it may only 
have cost $17,000, bt1t generally n1cre. 
\Vhen I said $4,000,000, I i11ade it clear 
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to this House that I vvas speaki11g on 
250 miles at $15,000 a mile, \Vhich 
would come to about $4,000,000. I nev
er atten1pted to suppress the fact tl1at 
additional amounts \vould be required 
to pay for additio11al necessaries and 
equipment. It is not fair to make 
s11ch a staiten1ent, because of the ef
fect it may have outside amongst 
those wl10 are not and cannot be ac
ql1ainted with the facts, in forming in 
their minds an entirely erroneous and 
\Vrong vie-vv of what is going on. The 
hon. 111ember "\vent on to say the gen
eral opinior1 of the public is that this 
expenditure is most extravagant. I 
should like to k11ow \Vhat are his 
sources. for finding out what the pub
lic thinks. Does he represent rthe pub
lic? Could the Opposition that we 
have here before t18 this evening pos
sibly represent any Pt)SSible pt1blic op
inion outside? Every mem.1)er of the 

thinl{ing public in tl1is country to-day, 
although I say it myself, is in favot1r 
of tl1e present . ..L\dmi11istration, a11d if 
it were not for two or three agitators 
who 11ave bee11 turned· out and. are in 
the position of dismissed. servants, 
trying to get back, vve would never 
11ear a word. Yol1 take Ul) tl1e pap
ers and you see article after article 
of the foulest abuse and the grossest 
inisrepresentation against us. What 
do those papers .repr·esent? Tl1e op
inion of two or three needy individ-. 
uals who had to fly their districts. 
Tl1ey represenrt the individual opinions 
of two men and no otl1ers. There is 
no feeling whatever of unrest outside 
i10 feeling of alarm. \Ve -vvere told 
that in "3 years we had spent $18,-

000,000; and that calculation was 
made by adding· in the total revenue 
of the 5 years with the loa.n Tai.sed for 
the railway branches. What does tl1e 
11011. me1nber want us to ·do; tie up 

the public ,service, and stop pa.yi11g 

our ·de-bts? \Vl1at weite we sent .here 
'for but to collect the re\renue and ex-

pend it to ca .. rry on tl1e· public :service'? 
Does lie want us to refuse to pay our 
public ·debt? \IV.as it 11ot neces:sa.ry fo~~ 

us to· raise a loa.n to bu.ild tl1e rail
ways? Tl1e Leg·islature com.ma11ded it 
and the public endo1rsed it. And we 
have been able to find all that money 
without increasing taxa.tion by one 
cent. vVe 11ave been able to pa.y the 
total interest on tl1at loa.n a11d on tl1e 
money we are now goi11g to bor1rovv 
out of mo11ey we l1ave fot1nd wl1e1~~·e 

our prede.ce.ssors c·ould not find it, and 
it is one of their regrets now tl1at 
tl1ey did not; Ollt of revenue tl1at 11as 
been cireated by tl1is Government, an·d 
not -vvith one ce11t of ordinw:y· taxa
tio11, not one ce11t out of tl1e pockets 
of the people' Wl1en we have com
pleted our five branche1s and equi:pped. 
tl1em and paid. the. co11tractor, and 
finisl1ed tl1e lines and paid ot1r la,st 

bill we sl1all 11a ve incurred a total ex
pense of $6,000,000. Interest 011 tl1at 
at 3% pe·r cent wou1d be $210,000. I 
think tl1at is v·er·y simple·, and capable 
of being· understoo& by a.n:.rbod_y. N o·\v 
$100,000 .011t of tl1at $210,000 come·s 
fron1 Bell Island; fou11d money that 

otl1ers were t1nable to find, 011e of 
tl1eir lost opp.oT·tunities. VVhen vv~e 

came into po\ver, in tl1e last }rear tl1at 
lVIr. Clift was lVIini1ste1r of Agriculture 
a11d J\/Iines, his total revenue \Vas $59,-

000. I do not say tl1at to 11is f1,is
credit; 11e collected all ·11e could. vVe 
got last year $191,000 fron1 tl1at De
partment. $140,000 of found money; 
it wa,8 not tl1ere wl1en tl1e othe1r sid.e 

went out of ,power. I st1ppose I vvil1 
be told tl1at tl1at is tl1e revenue we· 
are deriving f 1rom tl1e lands taken 
back from Reid. I 11ave taken tl1e 

precaution to ask Mr. Turne""' "\Vl1at js 
tl1e revent1e we now g·et from those 
lands. taken back from Reid. And 11e 

says $3000 a year. We 11a ve tal\:en 
baclc tl1ose lands .fr.om Reid, and vie 
11ave l1ad t l1er11 ten or e'leve11 .~1 ears , 

• 
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and tl1e total incon1e f1:01n them 11as 
been three thousand dollars a year. 
How 11as. this· Gove-rnme11t found a 
way of obtaining $140,000 more from 
tl1at depa.rtment? By judicious adver
tisement of the Colony. By ma.king 
tl1e Colony better known abroad and 
at 11ome, and by tl1e investme11t tl1at 
11as taken place ;in ou1,r· lands. Specu
lation it would be termed; b-ut is not 
tl1at \vl1at 11as 11appened. i11 every 
new country in tl1e world? In Canada, 
Australia, N e\71 Zealand, the United 
States and every other country? If we 
.... vere to sit down and do nothing· \Vith 
tl1e Crow11 Lands a.t all on account of 
specl1lato~ns we would 11ave notl1ing·. I 
ca11 tell my hon. friend tl1at we are in 
a position to show tl1e country tl1at 
ou1r policy of bra11cl1 railways 11as 
not and, wl1e11 completed, will not 
call upon tl1e ordinary taxpayer for 
011e cent. But 11e conveniently winks. 
that out of. 1sigl1t wl1en 11e g·ets up 11eire 
a11d talks about g·ross extravag·ance. 
Let me tell the 11on. gentleman tl1at 
he does not represent public opinion. 

He is not in a position to u11der.stand 
wl1at public opinion is, nor are tl1,ose 
associated with him. Tl1ey ha.ve no 
i11ore iflea of 1.-Vbat is going· on around 
tl1em than they have of wl1at is hap
pening· in tl1e planet Mars. And the 
people who are ag'itating and trying· to 
malre trouble in this country to-day 
are either men wl10 11ave been dis-
1nissed from tl1e positions whicl1 tl1ey 
11eld or me11 who are trying· to get in 

• 
h8/re. I know every one of tl1em. 
1.,11at is tl1e "p11blic opinion"; and I 
want tl1e public to know tl1a.t wl1en 

they take up the Opposition papers 
and read editorials, letters or any 
other class of information that tl1ese 
represent tl1e individual opinions of 
men who 11ave been turned out of dis
~ricts, men who represent no opinions 
except their ovvn; and the san1e is 

true as regards tl1is House. And, as 
far as I am concerned, I will not per
mit the Hon. gentleman or· any other 
gentleman to get u.p i11 this House and 
say that the geneTal opinion Of tl1e 
public is. tl1at ext\rava.gance· is going 
on until 11e 11as, at least, establisl1ed 
the fact that he is in a better position 
tl1an tl1ose who sit on this side of tl1e 
Ho11se to say what public opinion is. 
It is usual on an occasiion like tl1is 
fo1-- tl1e Opposition to make .some· at-
tempt to criticise tl1e Budget, and I 
did not expect, it would not have been 
fai,r to expect, tl1at my 11on. friend 
\vould not try to answer it; but if 11e 
was not able to do that it was. a very 
poor substitute to get up· and read us 
an es·say on political economy, and 
tell us wl1at 11as been said since the 

days of tl1e eairliest political econo
mists~if not tl1e earliest, at least the 
earliest of tl1e great English political 
econo1nists, Adam Smith. Volumes 
and librari'es 11ave bee11 written about 
tho,se matters in dealing with tl1e 
wealtl1 of' nations. We are told l1ere 
tl1is evening tl1a t is an evidence 
tl1at a country is on the downwa}rd 
gra.de vvhen her imports are greater 
tl1an 11er exports-tl1at it is a sign of 
clecay -vvl1en we are sencling out mo:-e 
tl1an we ar·e br:nging in-and n1y 
11on. friend put two or tl1ree years 
tog·etl1er to show that during tl1e time 
wl1e11 he an·d his party we1re in of
fice tl1e i1nports were less than the 
exports. That '\\r.as tl1e principle laid 
down, as I under,stand it. Well, the 

reason why the iinports were le,ss tl1an 
tr1e exports in tl1e ·days that he 11as 
referred to was because there wa.s no
tl1i11g to ,send out to buy anything 
'''i th. The man tl1at could get a bag 
and a barrel and keep his body an<l 
soul together was achieving a triumpl1 
and he ra11 up a fla,g and tl1ougl1 t 11e 
was doi11g something wonderful. It 
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may surpriise the 11on. member to 
know that la.st year in England tl1e 
total exports were only £ 500,000,000 
1vl1ile the total imports were £ 700,-
000,000-a difference of £ 200,000,000. 
Now, I ·don't tl1inl{ that England is 
yet on tl1e verge of insolvency or 
about to assign. I think tl1at .sl1e is 
able to hobble along for a few years 
more. Sl1e 11as been going ·down, and 
a.lmost on tl1e verge of destruction,for 
-y·ears in tl1e opinion of some people; 
but still sl1e manages to get along, 
and· to-day sl1e is tl1e i1ucleus of tl1e 
greatest empire in tl1e world. And 
last year, as I say, tl1ere was a bal
ance of £ 200,000,000 against tl1e prin
cip,le contended for by my 11on. 
friend here this evening·. Now, that 
principle mig·ht be a safe one and a 
sound one·, if other things were equal 
-if it could be sl1own tha.t tl1is coun-
try was on all-fours with the coun-
tries for wl1ich tl1at princi'ple was 
laid down. I 11ave no doubt that if 
you go to the· Wealth of Nations, Jrou 

\Vill find a principle of political econo
my a.lmost on tl1e lines laid down by 
my hon. friend. It appea1rs at a 
first glance that it oug·l1t not be good 
for a country to be bringing· in more 
than it ·is sending out-to 11ave tl1e 
balance of tra.de against the country; 
but it depends entirely on ci'rcumsta11-
ces. It is conceivable tl1at a coun~ry 
might put up a v1all rig·l1t round itself, 
a11d live witl1in itself-t l1at it migl1t 
not be neces.s.ary to .send out anything 
at all. Tl1ere are countries tl1at are 
able to ·do' that to-da3r . It may be that 
Newfoundland, from climatic or otl1-
er reasons, is not and may never 
bec.ome .self-contai11ed. We n1ay never 
be able to produce all ot11· pe.ople 
want; but I can easily understand, 
witl1out any violation of1 any political 
economy axioms, that this country 
may go on for years importing very 

mucl1 more tl1an it exports and yet be 
thriving and prosperous. So tl1at 
tl1ere is nothing wl1atever in these 
principles unless you know the facts 
and ci'rcumstances, and unless the 
country to which you are .applying 
tl1em is on all-fours with tl1e cou11tries 
for wl1ich tl1ey were made. 

Then ag·ain, reference was made to 
Grand Falls, and \Ve are told that 
the}T \Vere created by tl1e late ad1nin
istration. Tl1ese industries seemed to 
be ear-marked, mortga,g·ed to the la,te 
administration: i10 one 11as a Trigl1t ev .. 
en to refer to tl1em; you must not 
make a reference to Grand Falls and 
Bjsl1ops Falls, because the mon1Gt1t 
you do tl1e Opposition are up in arm~~. 
Now, I -v·va11t to lrnow wha.t 11ad ~.J1e 

late administration to do· witl1 t11e 

establishment of these places? Th~y 
l~ac1 about as much to do with it t-J s 

tl1ey had to do with tl1e di1scovery of 
t110 North Pole . If anyone wants to 
k11ow the history of tl1ese towns I ~;an 

tell it in a few words. Mr. Beeto11 
came here as the representative .~f a 
number of Eng·Iish capitalists who 
wa11ted to buy land. Befo·re 11e left 
for Newfoundland he had. had no ne
g·otiations with any government or 
anyone in tl1e country. He came as 

the guest of Sir Cavendish Boyle, wl10 
\Vas an old fellow student of 11is, and 
the day he came 11ere tl1e Governor 
sent for me. I went up and met Mr. 
Beeton; and from that day until t11e 
mills were opened I worked for tl1e es
tablisl1ment of tl1at industry 11ere as 
if I were the paid .solicitor of the· con .. 
cern. In fact, so much did I interest 
myself in the woTk tl1at the Opposition 
of the ·day charged me witl1 being 
Harmswortl1's solicitor a.nd in tl1eir 
pay. They came here and they paid 

11alf a million dollars for private lands 
to old Mr. Miller and a f e\V others; 
and tl1en this Legisature- not tl1e 
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Governn1ent of the ·day but tl1is. Legis
lature, Opposition and Government
ga ve them certain other concessions. 
To talk a.bout that industry being tl1e 
-vvork of tl1e late administration is 
simply nonsense. The Opposition 
must 11ave ve.ry little indeed to rely 
on if hour after hour and day after 
day they 11ave to fall back on wl1at 
was done years ag·o. It would be very 
mucl1 better for tl1em to outline their 
proposals, and not be playing· the part 
of tl1e potato policy-tl1e best part un
derg·round. Tl1at sort of talk is all 
very well for a debating club for a 
lot of boys, but not for ser.ious legis
latures-not .for tl1ose wl10 want to 
try and construct a policy even tl1oug·11 
mistakes are made in that construc
tion. Tl1e Harmswortl1 industry and 
tl1e A. E. Reed 'industry are all con
trib ·uting, all doing good wo.rk, but 
don't let us be carried away with tl1e 
idea that tl1ey 11ave been tl1e mai11 
causes of tl1e prosperity of tl1e coun
try to-day. If tl1ese industries did not 
exist tl1e men en1ployed tl1ere woulcl 
be vvorking· elsewl1ere and we 11ave 
really only to account for t11e differ
ence bet\\-een wl1at they are inaking 
at Ha.rmswortl1s and what they would 
1nake wl1ere t11e}r were. V\Tl1at differ-
ence does it malre to tl1is count.ry or 
to our revenues wl1etl1e.r the money is 
earned at Cl1idley or at Grand Falls? 
I ad111it t11at it is one of the sources of 
supply of t11e .g·eneral revenue but it . ' 
Is only a substitution. Tl1ose tl1at are 
working· at G- ~'and Falls to-day were 
WOl'l(ing· at tl1e fisl1eries before. Tl1ey 

• • 
are do111g· better no-vv because thev 

~ 

11a ve g·ot \York all tI1e year round' . 

It is not cor.rect, eitl1er, to .say 
that tl1e Minister tl1is e·ve11i11g in a11y 
wa}r abandoned the policy of reduction 
of taxation. No sucl1 staten1ent was 

n1ade, and no sucl1 st1g·gestion. \Vl1at 
lie said 'vas tl1is, that it is very mucl1 

better to give back tl1e surplus to tl1e 

peo1)le tl1an to reduce taxation. He 
sl1owed, for instance, tl1at in three 
years we 11ave increased the educ·a-
tion vote by $100,000. \Vell we could 
have reduced! taxation by $100,000 
and not increased the ed uca-
tion grant. Do I unders ta.rid tl1e 11on. 
o·entle1nan to claim tl1at that is his 
b 

policy? Now tl1at is sometl1ing we 
could de.bate. If we we-re to reduce 
taxation tl1ree or four hundred tl1ou
sand ·dollars, then we would have to 
reduce tl1e education vote; we could 
11ave no Old A.ge Pensions; no ex
tensions of tele,graphy; i10 extension 
of tl1e Marconi system; no1 relief to 
the poor; ~,rou cot1ld have none of the 
extension.s i11 tl1e public service. for 
wl1icl1 tl1is inoney is now being .spe11t. 
It is a very easy tl1ing to reduce taxa
tion. I was a n1en1ber of the late ad~ 
n1inistration for eigl1t years, and I 

tl1inl\: I ca11 ·say witl1out boa,sti11g-I 
don't tl1ink it -vvill be denied-tl1at I 
11ad a little to do witl1 the policy of 
decre::ising· tl1e taxation 011 flot1r, and 
salt, and li11es and twi11es, amounting 
to nearly $200,000; but '\vl1ilst I ad
mit tl1at, and clain1 a portion of the 
credit,I 11ave also to admit,and sl1a.re 
tl1e blame for 11aving put on $300,000 

on otl1er items . Tl1ere was. no Te
d uction of taxation during· tl1e eig·I1 t 

years wl1icl1 I was a men1ber of that 
admi11istrati'o11-110 reduction, tl1at is, 
as to tl1e ultimate result. Taxation \\ras 

si1nply tal\:en off one article and put 
on a11otl1er. Now, tl1at migl1t appear 
as if so1netl1i1ig very \Vro11g· was bei11g 
do11e. Not at all. Tl1e policy was 
to try and ma.ke it easier for a cer
ta.i11 class a.nd tl1at was wl1y these 
item.s were listed; but as far as tl1e 

general Tevenue was concerned, 've 
collected probably fifty to sixty tl1ou
sand ·dollars more. Tl1e public records 
sl1 ow tl1at. 'Ve often hear of what V\.,.as 

J 
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taken off, but we i1ever hear anything 
abo11t \vl1at \Vas put on. It is about 
tin1e now, I tl1ink, tl1at we became a 

little serious and ga•/e up tl1e policy 
of quoting one side of tl1e argu1nent 
and for getting· that tl1ere 'is anotl1er 
side. It is not creditable to our .. 
seI-ves, nor is it fair to tl1e people; it 
is an insult to tl1e intelligence of 
tl1ose outside who want tl1e facts. 
What is the object of this n1isrepre-
sentation-because everywhe.re vou 

~ 

t11rn it is g·ro.ss misrepresentati?n? I 

don't know whetl1er it is that tl1e law 
is -defective that parties go unpunisl1ed 
for that -sort .of thing. Statements ctre 
inad·e every day in tl1e public press 
i11 relation to government n1e1nbers, 
a.nd if they were true, these n1en ought 
to be in tl1e penitentia:ry; 011 tl1e other 
11and, if they are n<)t true, tl1en those 
wl10 make them ougl1t to be ther.e. 
Tl1at 'is a very sin1ple proposition. I 

say, if tl1ose staten1ents are true, the 
parties referred to shot1ld be i11 the 
penitentiary; if tl1ey are i1ot true, 
those wl1\') make them sl1ould go tl1ere. 
1~11ese sta.tements should be inve-sti
g·ated. The vilest cl1arg·es, tl1e lowest 
i11sinuations, emanate day after day 
from one individual, or, it may be, 
from those \Vho use 11in1 as a sort ()f 

letter-box. People talk about financial 
e1nbarrasment and g·ross extravag·a11ce 
and expenditure. who are not capable 
of running· a bullseye sl1op, a.nd who 
'vould no inore be able to understand 
tl1e state1nents made 11ere this even-. , 
ing tl1a.n tl1ey would be able to under-
stand a proposition in Euclid; and yet 
tl1ere are tl1ose wl10 tal{e them seri:
ously. Thousands of people read 
tl1eir papers wl10 \Voulcl not trust tl1em 
ton1orrow to act for tl1en1 in a disput
ed claim on tl1e tail of a herring. 
T11ey al'e tal{e11 seriously, as I say, by 

people wl10 don't understand then1, 
who 11a.ve never seen tl1e1n, and who 

! 
1 

probably i1ever wi'll see tl1en1; by i)eo
ple wl10 take up a paper and read an 
article and tl1ink that it represents 
public opinion, while as a matter of 
fact it merely represents the preju· 
diced vie-vv of tl1e individual wl10 
wrote it-wl10 \Vas made to write it, 
Yv"l10 can only 11old 11is job just so 
long as 11e can slander tl1e otl1er side, 
who is 11ere today and gone to-mor
row, and whose salary is governed by 
tl1e slander tl1at 11e w.rites. Tl1ese are 
tl1e people, we are· told, tl1at repres
ent public opinion. Is it from tl1ese 
sources, I would like to know, tl1at 
i11}r 11on. friend forms 11is op.inions? I 

would i11\rite him, duri11g tl1is debate, 
to t(·!l tl1e Comn1ittee what are the 
sou.rces of information from wl1ich 11is 
opi11ions are formed? Does 11e form 

them from tl1e infor1nation g·atl1ered 
from tl1e people he talks to, or fron1 
reading· t11e Opposition - pape:~s? Per
l1a.ps he will be g·ood enot1g·l1 to tell 
us vvl10 it is tl1at writes tl1ese articles 

' a11d let us g·et down to a business 
basis? 

No\v, Mr. Cl1airman, to conclude 
let ine sa.jr tl1a t there is no alarm i~ 
tl1is country· as reg·ards expenditure. 
tl1ere nev·er was an admi11istration i~ 
power, altl1oug·h I say it myself i11 
wl1ich tl1ere "\Vas sucl1 universal ' and 
st1pre1ne ·confidence in ·relation to e·v

ery c1uestion, wl1etl1er it be expendi~ 
ttrre or confederati'on~ or anytl1ing 
else.. T11e public were duped before. 
and if tl1ey are not careful they will 
be duped ag·ai11. Ever since tl1is Par
ty was formed tl1e ·vilest calumnies 
have been printed and circulated about 
us. \Vl1en we were 18 to 18 we sa:vv 

cl1arg·es appearing· in tl1e press every 
day about the inen tl1at we were a.t-

ten1pting· to buy. And wl1at were the 
facts? Tl1e only proven case was tl1at 

of Mr. Do'\vney, wl10 was offered tl1e 
positio11 of Spea1rer witl1 tl1e rev~ersion 

\ 
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of tl1e job in tl1e Mari11e a11d F~isheries 
Depa~~tment. Tl1at is a fact tl1at can 
be proven, because we have tl1e let
ters. Tl1at \Vas tl1e extent of the 
briberyT a11cl corr11ption wl1en we were 
18 to1 18. I 11ope tl1e people will be 
caref·u1--tl1e3r -vvill 11a ve to be n1.ore 
ca,reful no\v tl1an ever to prevent 
themsel'Fes fro111 being dt1pecl by false 
i11isrepresen tations. vVe are i11 a pros
perous cond-ition to-d.ay, and our peo
ple a.re prosper,ous, 11appy a11d co11tent
ed. If the causes that have brought 
about tl1at prosperity are not in ac-
cordance witl1 the princ'iples of politi
cal ec.011omy which · guide my 11on. 
friend, .all I ca11 say is tl1a.t I an1 sor~ 
rJ;-', but "Sufficient unto tl1e day is the 
f:)vil thereof," a11d sufficient for us to 
l;:no\\r tl1at tl1e people· are better off 
to .. da.yT thari_ tl1ey 8'Fer vvere before and 
tl1at our abou11ding reve11ues and 
la.r;g·e .surpluses ca11 only C·ome as a 
result of Ol1r people being· a.ble to bu~v 
n1ore-tl1eir p11rcl1a.sing· power 11as in
creased. A n1a11 ca11not buy more 
tJ1is year tl1an 11e boug·I1t last, if 11is 
incon1e ha.s i1ot i11cre,ased. And that is. 
tl1e true test of tl1e prosperity of a 
country. It matters very little 11ow it 
is broug·l1t about, that is the tes.t. 

' and wl1en tl1is country meets bad 

times a11d 1our pepole have ,ceased to 
be a.ble to earn what tl1ey are. now 
earni11g·, ari_d what I 11ope tl1ey vvill 
ea.rn in the i1ear future, tl1en it will be 
time enoug11 to curtail. 

MR. KENT-]vfr. Chairman, just o11e 
word in reply to tl1e1 Rt' hon. g·entle
.::-_1:in \\'~10 }1Ds just sat down. I vvas 
Il.ot [l ware, S:- 1» tl1at I 11ad said an)r. 

tl1ing· (lttrinp; tl1e course of r.1.1y fevv 

re r11:11 l\ s o t• i J, e Budg·et of the Minis· 
ter of Fi11a11cf,; to justify the grea;~ 
Lec:tt tl1at iJa.s been ·displayed by tl1e 
Pri111e Minister. Of c·ours.e, the 
speech wh'icl1 we 11ave 11eard from him 
tl1is afternoon is one wl1icl1 he ha.s 

repeated two 01· three times, each ses
sio11 si11ce 11is government as,sumed 
pov\rer; so tl1at so far as tl1e subje·ct 
matter of 11is speecl1. is conc1erned, 
it 11as been dealt ·witl1 011 va:ri1ous 
occasions in this House. But I vvant 
to tell tl1e Prime1 Mini,ster tl1at wl1en 
11e say8 tl1at I have got no 1rigl1t, or 
words to that effect, to express, what 
I consider to be tl1e feeling of tl1e 
public i11 relation to pl1blic · affairs 
from iny place in this House·, I take 
issue witl1 him. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER- I 

·di.d not sa.y that. I said you, sl1ould 
at least tell us the sour.ces from wl1icl1 
y~ou obtained your information. 

MR. KENT-Yot1 asked what part 
of the public ·do I represent. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-Yes. 
MR. KENT-W,ell, I ·can tell the 

Rt. l1on. ,g·e,n tlem.an that I repre·sen t 
11ere a lar:g·er section of tl1e p11blic 
tl1an lie does, and I will expriess my 
opinion on tl1e public accounts and 
tl1e pl1blic· affairs of tl1e1 colony as 

long· as I 11old a place in tl1is House, 
and I a111 not g·olng· to be silence·d by 
any such talk a.s tl1at whi1cl1 the Pr'ime 
l\1inister1 has ind ulg·ed in tl1is. after-
1ternoon. I made a ·plai11, clear 
c·riticis1n of so1ne of the items -in tl1e 
Budg·et and not one statement that I 
1nade 11as been refuted. Tl1ere has 
11een i10 attempt to answer any of the 
c ~iticisn1s 'vl1icl1 I 11ave n1a,de. a.nd ~let 
I am told tl1at I do11't know wl1at I 
a1n talking about. 

HON. MR. CROSBIE-Mr. Cl1air-
man, I would call attention to the 
fact tl1at it is now 6. 30. 

RT. HON. PRIME MIN ISTER.-It 
doesn't matter. (To l\1r. I<:ent). vVill 
vve adjourn a.nd come bac·k afte-r tea .. 

l\AR. KENT-No, I only want to say 

a 'fe'\v words n1ore. I wa,s saying, 

Mr. Chairma.n, that not one subject to 

-vvl1ich I referred has been dealt with, 

• 



• 

432 rIOlySE Ol:' ~i\.SSEl\1I:3LY PROCEEDI~GS. 

as I tl1ink tl1e pttblic would expect 
tl1at tl1ey sl1ould be d~alt witl1 by 
eitl1er tl1e Minister of Finance or by 
tl1e Pri1ne l\tlinis.ter. 

HON. MINSTER OF FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS-That is }TOllr opin'ion. 

MR. KE r" T-Tl1at is tl1e position. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE 
AND: CUSTOMS-Tl1at is your opinion 

MR. KENT-Further, Sir, I was go
ing 01'1 to Tefer to tl1e petitions wl1icl1 
vrere presented 11ere tl1c otl1er even
ing. I was not 11ere wl1en tl1e.y \Vere 
presented and I have not seen any of 
them. I sa.w by tl1e public press tl1at 
tl1ey -vvere presented, b11t be3rond tl1at 
I ltnO\V notl1ing wl1ateve~· ·about tl1em; 
and why tl1ey sl1ould be broug-11t up 
in reply to1 ren1arks tl1at I made 11ere 
reg·ar-ding· the Budg·et I fail to see. ex-

did not find it necessary to appoint 
an expensive official to spend $5,00U 
at a cost of $1200, or nearly a c1ua.r· 
ter of tl1e g·r,ant. If tl1at, S1ir. is re
turni11g· tl1e n1oney to tl1e people, and 
if tl1at is ,,~11a.t is g·oing on tl1rougl1 tl1e 
,-v11ole pl1blic service, as it probably is, 
I tl1ink tl1at eco11omy indgl1t -vvell be 
practised, a11d to such an exte11t tl1at 
tl1e Govern1nent wo11ld be enabled to 
n1eet all tl1e public de1nands out o: 
tl1e sl1rpluses \¥itl1out going into tl1e 
ma.rket to borrow n1011ey a.ncl pili11g 
up a public debt beyond the capabili
ties of tl1e people of tl1e country. I ·do 
not propose to deta.in tl1e Com1nittee 
any long·er, Mr. Cl1airn1an, but -vvl1en 
tl1e Con1mittee meets agai11 I ,shall 
11ave sometl1ing furtl1er to say on tl1is 
matter. 

Tl1e Co1nmittee rose, reported tl1at 
cept it is to try and dra"N a-vvay atten- · it 11ad made some progress a.nd askecl 
tio11 from the criticisms tl1at I have 
nlade. Tl1e Mi11ister of Finance, I 
tl1ink, ,on ,a pre,rious occasion said l1e 
cl1alle11g·ed me reg·arding tl1e money 
spent in St. J ol1n's Ea.st. vVell, I cer
tai11ly say, Mr. Cl1air1nan, tl1at if tl1at 
is a specin1en of tl1e ma11ner in whicl1 
tl1e Gover111nent is returnir1g tl1e n1o
ney to tl1e people, it is a very poor 
specin1en a11d a very poor prem;ises 
upor1 wl1icl1 to base tl1e conclusion, 
Sir, to prove tl1at tl1e money is re
tur11ed to the people wl1en it is sl1own 
tl1at out of $5,000, $1200 g·oes to 011e 
i11a11. 

HON. MIN. FINANCE & CUSTOMS. 
-Tl1at,,is ~your business, not rnine. 

MR. KENT -I n1ay tell tl1e Minister 
of Fina11ce a11d Custo111s r;ig11t 11ere 
tl1at I 11ave i10 control of tl1e mo11eys 
spent in St. Jol1n's E<:tst. \Vllen I did 
11ave control every ce11t of tl1e grants 
fou11c1 its way into tl1e pockets of tl1e 
people a11d were llsed in public works. 
T11e records of tl1e P11blic W orl{s De
partment will sl1ow tl1at. Tl1e M'.inis
ter of Finance ·or m3rself at tl1at time 

\ • 

leave to 1sit again. 
l\1r. Speaker resun1ed tl1e Chair. 
Tl1e Cl1airn1an from the Con1mittee 

reported that tl1e)y had considered tl1e 
matter to them ref erred; ha.d ma.d·e 
some prog·reEs; and asl\:ed leave to sit 
again on \Vednesday. 

On nlotion thiis report was recei·ved 
and adopted; and it \Vas orclered tl1a.t 
tl1e Con1mittee 11ave leave to sit again 
on vVednesday. 

Tl1e re1naining· Orders of t11e Day 
were defer11ed. 

Tl1e Hon. lVIinister of Justice gave 
N otdce tl1at 11e would on to-morrow 
ask leave to introduce a Bill to an1end 
tl1e Act 4 Ed,ward VII., Cap·. 8, en
titled "A11 Act respecting· Banks." 

It \Vas mov'ed and seconded tl1at 
whe11 tl1e House rises it adjour11 l111til 
to-morro\\7

, Tt1escla3r, Marcl1 26th., at 
tl1ree of tl1e clock in tl1e afternoon. 

Tl1e House tl1en adjourned accord
ingly. 

TUESDAY, March 26tl1. 
Tl1e House met at tl1ree of tl1e 

• 
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cloc·k in the afte.rnoon, pursua11t to 
adjournment. 

PETITIONS. 
MR. CLIFT-I beg leave to present 

a petitio11 fro·m Jol1n W. Wl1ite and 
otl1ers of Harry's Hr. on tl1e subject 
of Sunday observance; also a petiti'):l 
f'rom Da11iel Rideout and otl1ers, offi
cer.s and members of tl1e F. P. U. of 
Newfoundland, 011 the subject of the 
dissolution of tl1is House. Also a pe
tition from Jol1n ·Peddle and otl1ers 
from tl1e 1same place on a similar sub
ject. Also a petitio11 from William 
Boyd and otl1ers of Tizzar·d's Harbo·r, 
on tl1e subject of certain district re
c1uirements. I "\vould a.sk tl1at tl1ese 
IJetitions be received a11d referred to 
the departn1ents to wl1icl1 tl1ey ·relate. 

QUESTIONS. 
lVIr. Clift .g·a ve notice of Question' 
MR. KENT asked. tl1e Hon. Minister 

of Finance and Customs to lay 011 tl1e 
table a staten1ent of the Loan of £80,· 
000 sterling·, raised under tl1e Railway 
Act, 1910, sl1owing in detail (1) The 
total a1nount of loan raised under tl1e 
said ~<\.ct; (2) Tl1e total amount receiv
ed by tl1e Colony as proceeds1 of said 
loan; (3) Particulars of tl1e difference 
between tl1e face value of the loan 
a11d tl1e .amount received, witl1 names, 
dates a11d purpose of each sucl1 par
ticular; ( 4) Amount paicl out of said 
loan, to wl101n, for wl1at purpose, date 
and on wl1at autl1ority; (5) Balance 
i1ow to credit of said loan, and wl1ere 
sucl1 balance is now depos.ited. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 

CUSTOl\~S-I beg· to table informatio11 
asked for. 
RAILWAY. LOAN. RESOLUTIONS. 

Pursuant to O·rder a11d on inotion of 
Hon. Minister of Finance a11d L; us
toms, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
certain Resolutions to Provide for tl1e 
raising of a Sl1111 of 1no11ey by loan 
for tl1e extension of tl1e Railway S·YS-

tern of tl1e Colony. 
Mr. Speake·r· left tl1e Chair. 
Mr. Parsons toolr the Cl1air of Co111-

mittee. 
HON. MIN. FINANCE A.ND CUS-

TOMS-Mr. Cl1airman, in submitting 
to-day tl1ese Resolutions for the rais
ing· of a sum of money to complete 
the Railway system of the Colony, I 
think it i:s unnecessary f o·r me to ':>ff 2r 
any lengthy explanation of them, for 
since tl1e openi11g· ·days of the House 
tl1is matter has been before us in de
bate nearly every second day. Why 
tl1is loan is asked for is apparent. sir, 
At tl1e tin1e of raising the loan two 
~rears ag·o to con·str11ct the r.ailway 
way branches contracted· for with the 
Reid Nevvfoundland Company, it was 
es ti1nated that tl1eir total length 
would be about 250 miles. Afte·r the 
surveys were completed, 11owever, it 
vv·.as found tl1at, to bring the railway 
in touch with many important places 
tl1e line would have to be considerab
ly~ le11gtl1ened. Fo:r instance. when 
tl1e estimate of the length was made 
two years ago, the Bonavista Brancl1 
line was estimated at about 70 miles. 
Well, after tl1e .surveys were coIL
pleted, and all tl1e important settle
n1ents toucl1ed for the purpose of 
trade, it was found tl1a.t the total mil
eag·e of that line would be 88 miles. 
or a11 increase of 18 miles on the es
timate. Tl1en thete is the Trepassey 
Branch. Tl1e estimate when brougl1t 
down by tl1e Government was some
tl1ing like 80 miles. \Vell to build the 
road from St. J ohn'.s to Trepassey ac-.. 
cording· to that estimate, would have 
resulted in a number of. the most im
l)Ortant settlements on the Southern 
Sho1~e being· cut out such as tl1e town 
of Bay Bl1ll~, 'vitl1 a thousa.nd people; 
vVitless Bay witl1 a thot1Ha.nd; Mobile 
with several- hundred; To1~'s Cove 
'vi th several l1u11dred; Brig·t1s and 

Cape BroJ·Ie with .several 11undred; 
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Caplin Bay, several hu11dred, Ferry
land, the cap.ita.l of the district, Fer
meu·se, Rene·ws and Broad Co·ve. Af
ter the surveys. v\rere made and com
pleted the government found tl1at 
the total mileage would be about 102 
iniles, a lar.ge inc·rease over the esti .. 
mate. Tl1en there is tl1e branch to 
Heart's Content. Tl1e estimated num
ber of miles, I think, was about 25, 
but the GoveTnment found after· tl1e 
surveys. that i11stead of 25, it would 
be about 35 miles. Tl1e sa.me is true 
of the Fortune Bay Brancl1. The 
estirr1ate for the Bonne Bay Branch 
was 25 miles, and the ,sur"\reys will 
show 30 miles. Tl1e total milea.ge 
thelfefiore, instead of 250 m'iles, will 
be something like 350 miles. It l1as 
been apparent from tl1e opening days 
of tl1e House that it would be neces
sar·y to bring in another loan bill of 
£ 400,000 sterling to complete tl1ese 
branches. As I stated before· it is i1ot 
necessary to go into details this aftet
noon for ever sinc·e we opened1, this 
matter has been debated, and we 11ave 
been told by the Opposition tl1at we 
cannot afford to raise tl1is money. 
They 11ave presented petitions circu
lated by tl1emselves for signature, 
that we sl1ol1ld not raise it; but we 
do not have to take any notice of 
these petitions. We were .sent here 
th·ree years ago by the people of this 
country to build railroads. We· ca111e 
in l1ere_ under contract, as it were, 
t o build these lines. and they will be 
built. The Rt. 11on. tl1e Premier, . 
Sir Edw{1rd Mor-ris, in 11is n1a.~1i. re:;; 1 \J 

to the people stated tl1at it was his 
intention, with tl1eir permission to 
build bra11cl1 raJlways to tl1e .se·veral 
places. stated, and that permission was. 
given him. It was. clearly .stated to 
the people of tl1e· island wl1en this 
government went· to the country, Sir 
Edward lVIo r·ris stated tl1at he "\Vould 
·do ce·rtain thing·s. Tl1ree years have 

passed since 11e came into power, and 
11e 11as carried. out the sever.al prom
ises( that 11e. inade to the people. vv e 
ca.me back witl1 a mandate from the 
people, a11d with autl1ority fro111 them 
to carry out tl1is work, and tl1at we 
shall do. \Ve have been told by tl1e 
n1ernbers on tl1e otl1er .side of: the 
House, that "re sl1ould not raise tl1is 
loan, u11less we 11ave tl1e permission of 
the people. Tl1is ar.gument is all 
bosl1. We· have been given that per
mission and we intend to carry out the 
promises made. I heard a member 
state outside of tl1is House, when in 
political debate, tl1at a railway would 
ruin this colony, tl1at it would be 
grow11 over witl1 weeds, and that it 
would be two lines of rusty iron. I 
11eard that statement inade 10 years 
ago in the district of' Ferryland, by a 
member who sat on the other side of 
the House, and wl10 is tl1ere now, but 
I was glad to see a few ni.g·l1ts a;:c:, 
tl1at he 11as been co11.verted alt.og· et~1-

er from tl1at belief, and that he was 
now prepared at any cost to .support 
railroad building tl1roughout the is
lancl, support it, no matter wl1ere tl1e 

• 
rails w·en t. We all know that 25 years 
ago only the coast line was inha.bite·d. 
Twenty fi've years ago parts of this is
land, wl1ere there are flourishing com
munities today, were not trod by the 
foot of a wl1ite man. Take Grand 
Falls fo.r instance. Twenty five years 
ago, very few individuals tro·d tl1e site 
on wl1ich that flourishing town is now 
fol1nded. To-day it is a hive of industry, 
and another flourisl1ing town is g·row. 
ing· up next to it. Well, now, would 
all this have taken place, if the poli
cy of railroad l)uild.ing· was not follo·w
ed out? And if tl1is be the case dur·ing 
tl1e last 25 years, what g·reat results 
vvill follow through the expansion of 
this rail ·\~ray policy in the next 25 
years. Lool{: at Bell Island, 25 years 
2_g o, and looli at it to-day. vVe can 

• 
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safel:r assu1ne tl1at great benefits will 
accrue from tl1e policy of this Gov
ernn1ent. I tal{e it, Sir, that we are 
only 1Jirds of passa.ge. \Ve are here 
to do Otlr duty \'lhile \Ve are here. vVe 
do not con1e here si111pl3r to obstrl1ct 
and idle a ·v1C1.,y ti1ne. In introduci11g 
tl1ese recolutions to-day, I an1 not in 
any ¥\'ay frightened at the surn to be 
raised. I a1n not in any -vvay alarmed 
at vvhat is going to t~.ke place. I can
not see tl1at g'loomy outlook tl1at is 
being perceive·d by tl1e men1bers on 
the other sl.de of tl1e House. We ask 
to-day, Sir, ito raise the sum of $2,-
000,000 to co1nplete tl1ose brancl1 rail-, 

ways around the Isla11d, and why do 
-vve ask for this? Because 
bra11cl1 railvvayvs are i1ecessary 
g·ro\vtl1 of . the country, and 

those 
to the 
if the 

col1ntry is to benefit, if it is to ex
pand, it \Vill be 011ly through the 
agency of the railroads. The Go1r

ernment do not fear criticism; they 
kno\v tl1at t11ey cannot please every
body. Tl1ey are doing their duty. But 
\Ve are doing more than that. vVe are 
bt1ilding railroads without increasing 
taxation. As was lJOinted out last 
evening by tl1e Pren1ie1\We 11a\re col
lected a large amount of money that 
"'Tas allowed ;t o go to -vvaste by the 
previous ad1ninistration. Loolt at the 
i1umber of years iron ore was allowed 
to be exported from Bell Island with
out any tax. vVhat did t14e people of 
tl1is country, may I ask, receive from 
tl1at mine? A paltry dollar and a 
qi:ariter a day for going down into tl1e 
n1ines and digging out the ore. The 
principal ar11ount received fron1 that 
Island \Vas sent abroad to line the 
pockets of \vealthy foreigners. But 
\Vhe11 we came into power, the first 
thing -vve did was to ask rthose Com
panies to pay a tax on that ore. That 
tax an1ounts to $100,000 a year. As 
\Vas pointed out here last evening, 
that ,~vTas not ithe only amount that 
was goi11g to "Naste. We were told 
here in this Hot1se this year that we 

.. 

gambled in land grants, and that the 
Crown Lands' Department was a 
gambling den; but I repudiate that 
staten1ent, Mr. Chairman. I do not 
know v'lhat that Department might 
have been four years ago. I kno\v, 
however, -Yvl1at it earned, and what we 
have n1ade it earn since "\Ve attained 
office. Tha;t Department earns prac
tically $200,000 a year mo.re than 
under the late administration; and 
that added to the $100,000 that we 
receive from Bell Island, n1akes $300,-
000 a year that we receive that was 
allowed rto g·o to \vaste by the previ
ous Government. Now, I would fur
ther like to point out that since this 
Government took charge, we have col
lected between three and four million 

• 

dollars a year revenue; and we can 
afford to-day to pay the in1terest on six 
million dollars and have a surplus of 
one hundred and seventy-five thous
and dollars to our credit. I thinlr 
every rig·ht-thinking man will agree 
with me that rthat is doing good work. 
Besides, we are giving back a large 
share of the revenue to the people, in 
improvements they should have had 
years ago, ai1d it is costing then1 
nothing extra. Since this House op- · 
ened we have heard a lot to rt.he effect 
that one of the principal planks in the 
inanifesto of Sir Edward was that he 
would redt1ce taxation, and it is 
charged he has not done so. It has 
also been stated in rthis House that 
his predecessors reduced taxation; 

but I took it upon myself, as being in 
the Department of Finance ai1d Cus-

toms, to l)rove to this House and to 
this coullJtry that our predecessors did 
not reduce taxation. I proved that in
stead of reducing taxation by the 
a1nount of $180,000 a year, they in
creased taxation dt1ring the term rthey 
we·re in office to the amount of $330,-
000 a year on an average. I told the 
story before in this House 110\v, wl1en 
our predecessors assu1ned office, en-
c1 uiry was made at the Custom 
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House to get a quarter of a mil
lion dollar·s additional revenue from 
the taxpayers of the Colo11y vvithout 
arot1sing tl1e suspicion of the people. 
A list \Vl1ich I subn1itted here a fe\v 
days ago was made out by certain in
dividuals in that Department, submit
ted to · the Governmen_t ancl brought 
down here, and taxatio11 was increas
ed practically a quarter of a inillio11 
dollars on articles that did not arouse 
the suspicion of tl1e fisl1er1ne11 of r'chis 

, 
Island. That wont on for three years. 
The eve of ai1 election can1e round. 

·The Governme11t i11embers assembled 
and consulted as to vvhat vva-s the next 
move on tl1e board to decei\re the el
ectors. They concluded that if they 
reduced taxation on flour and salt and 
molasse;... and lterosene oil that tl1e 

• 

people would not mind or wo11ld not 
l~now about tl1e quarter of a million 
dollars extra that had been taken 
from ithe1n for the last three years. 
'l' he duty \Vas, tl1erefore, taken off 
these articles shortly before the elec
tion of 190L1, and then the Gover11ment 
'vent back to the people claiming that 
they had · reduced taxation. I sneak .... 

with authority, because I vvas witl1 
then1 at · the time and I know what I 
am talking abol1t. ~t\..nd I n1ay tell you, 
Sir, that I felt it keenly, but I was 
only one inember ·a11d did not count. 
B11t, Sir, ,.vhen I went bacl{ to my dis
trict I did not try to fool my constitu
ents by saying that vre had reduced 
taxation. I was elected and came 
back to this House·, ai1d when further 
injury was abot1t to be put upon tl1e 
people that I · represen ted1

, I le~t my 
place and walkecl over to tl1e otl1er 
side of tl1e House and toolt tl1e seat 
next to the one 110\V nccupied by Mr. 
D\vyer. These are facts, Sir, that ca11-

11ot be contradicted. But, lvir. Chair-
1n.an, to get tack to tl1e resoll1tions be
fore the cl1air this evening-. There is 
i10 alar1n a1nongst tl1e fisl1ermen of 
this Colony to-day tl1at the Govern
ment is g·t1ilty of recl\:less ex1Jendi-

ture. vVe have spent n1cney, it is 
true, but how? Last year we spent 
$100,000 in building lighthouses and 
otl1er aids for the fisherme11 of this 
Island. In a few days we will be aslt
ing· this Legislature to gra11t another 
$100,000 rto do si1nilar work. Now, 
\Vho are \Ve doing tl1is for. vVe are 
simply carrying out, as I stated b8-
fore, what we vvere sent here to do. 
And we are not ca using· any alarm, as 
vvas stated by the Oppositio11 a couple 
of days ago. The only people who are 
alarn1ed are the n1en1bers of the Op
position. They see that if vve keep 011 

as we are goi11g at present and keep 
up the work that vve are at i)resent 
engag·ed in that they will have to re
main \·vl1ere t11e:r are for a long time. 
And, l\Ir. Chairman, \Ve have done 
i11ore. Dt1ri11g· tl1e tl1ree sl1ort years 
tl1is Governme11t 11ave been in povver 
vve have given the people throughout 
this Island educational grants for t11eir 
cl1ildren to the extent of $100,000. Is 
tl1<::tt money wasted? Is not lacl{ of 
education our g·reatest misfortune to
day? 1-'he inaterial is there if it ,·vere 
develo1)ed, and is it i1ot our duty to 
do it? vVe have given $100,000 tt) rtl1e 
education grant in t\vo jTears. That 
is more than was accomplished by 
our predecessors i11 ten. vVell, if v;e r 

have piled up expenditure i11 that · 
form, l\ilr. Chairn1a11, I think the peo
ple of the Colony \vill reap the bene
fit in tl1e very near future. May I 
ask tl1e gentlemen on the other side 
of the House wl1at would be tl1eir in
tention to-morrow if the Govt. went 
out of office a11d they came in. 
Would they tear down tl1e ligl1thouses 
wl1jcl1 we 11ave erected? Would tl1ey 
stop· tl1e gra.nt for education wl11ic.h 
we 11ave voted? Would they destroy 
those brancl1 railroads that we have 
built tl1roug·hout tl1e isla.nd? Appa.r
ently that must be tl1eir policy if tl1e 
arguments whicl1 tl1ey have pl1t tip 

mean anytl1ing. . Otl1erwise their 
a.rguments. ha·ve no sense ai1d a.re 
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only 1nade to thr·ov1 dust in the eyes 
of the people· and get ~ack where 
they left. vVe aire piling up expendi
ture but we are making i1~~p~:;ve
n1en ts throug·hout the island; and we 
are g·oing to malre t11em; and if an
otl1er Government were . to ·come in 
tl1ey could not stop tl1ese improve-
n1en ts; they could not reduce the 
educatio11 grant or take bacl{ tl1e 
brancl1 railroads 10r tear ·down the 
lightl1ouses or tear up the railway 
tr~ck. Tl1ey ,·vould 11ave to go on in
creasing the education g'rant, building 
lighthouses and building ;railroads, 
because if they did not tl1ey would 
soon find t11emselves in tl1e .same 
position as they were before. The 
·demands of tl1e people would make 
them do it and if they did! not others 
would soon come in 
place. 

and take tl1eir 

vVe were told 11ere last evening, 
Mr. Chairma11, tl1at we 11ad raised the 
loan two yea.rs ag·o practically under 
false pretences. 'Tl1at is tl1e meaning 
of what was said 11ere. Tha.t we raised 
four million dollars and told tl1e peo
ple of this Colony that it was suffi
cient to build all the branches 
tl1roug·hout the island. Now, tl1at was, 
not so. The same number on branche.s 
wl1ich we are b·uilding to-day wa.s cal
ct1lated upon by the Rt. Hon. the 
leader of tl1e, Opposition in his mani-
festo. He ·Set the mileage of these · 
branches down at 199 miles. I may· 
be misquoting him wl1en I say a.II the 
branc·hes; bt1t he covered practically 
the same route and put tl1e mileag·e 
down as 199 miles. When we came in 
11ere two years ago· we put tl1e esti
mate at 250 miles at $15,000 a mile, 
But then we found· ourselves in this 
position that while we could build tl1e 
road as ·surveyed at a mileage o.f 250 
miles yet if we were to c·onnect the 
v.arious settlements and build the 
railroad to suit tl1e needs of tl1e peo .. 

ple and the business of the country 
\\re would 11a ve to build 350 miles of 
road. And each and every man in this 
l-1o·use and outside tl1is House lrnow.s 
that wl1ile t .he. road was to be b11ilt 
at $15,000 a inile, or in round num· 
bers 250 n1iles of road for $4,000,000, 
you could not build it perfectly fior 
tl1at; you could not put rolling sto·ck, 
s110\v fences, etc., on it for . that 
$15,000 a mile. It wa.s stated in this 
Hot1se last evening by tl1e Prime 
Minister tl1at no ra.ilroad in this 
isla,nd to-day 11as been built less than 
$19,000 a mile. No\v the Opposition 
momber.s. of tl1is House are trying· to 
mal{e capital by saying we misled tl1e 
people by promising~ to complete 
tl1ese railroads for $4,000,000. That is 
a mistake. vVe promised to do it as, 
cl1ea.ply as possible. We promised to 
build tl1ese roads and put rolling 
stock on tl1em, and we promised to 
raise tl1e money to· do that, and any 
business n1an or half bus 1iness man 
lrnows you ca11not clo that for $15,000 
a mile. vVha t is tl1e use of building 
these roads if you don't put rolling 
sto·ck 011 tl1em and finish them r"ight 
out. I thinl\: if we g·et them f1or $18,~ 
000, OI" $19,000 or $20,000 a mile we 
\Vill be doing· very well. In Canada 
tl1ey 11a ve 1r·ailroads ,tl1a t co.st them 
from $40,000 to $100,000 a mile'. On 
the ·other· side they cost fron1 £ 20,000 
to £30,000 a mile. \Ve 11a.ve a man
date from the people o,f this. country 
to build tl1ese 1roads, and we have 
pr.omised to rai.se tl1at money, and we 

are g·oi11g· to raise it. vVe· have p1ro
mised to finisl1 tl1ese road·s, and at 
the end o:i four yea,rs we will go back 
to the people witl1 our contract with 
them car·ried out and then, and not 
till then, will we have to ans.wer for 
our actions. 

MR. KENT-I 11~1ve listened with 
considerable interest to the speech 
wl1ich the Mi11ister of Finance has 
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just delivered. The .interest of course 
was not what one would: call a fresl1 
interest a·rising from any originality 
.in hi;s rema:rks or hi.s, me·tl1ods:, be
cause we 11ave .heard the 1same sp.eecl1 
.already three or four· time·s this ses-
sio11. Sometimes f.rom the· Minister 
ofi Finance an·d sometimes from tl1e 
Prime l\ifinister going over· and over 
ag·ain tl1e· same subjects, containing· 
tl1e same statements and arguments. 
In fact tl1e Minister 11a,s gone over 
this. g·round so often that I believe 
11e has .act11ally convinced 11imself 
that wl1at he .says :is true-a story oft 
repeated becomes a truth to the· per· 
son repeating it, but this delusion 
·does not give the story a f\Oundation 
in fact. If tl1e Minister will examine 
tl1e subject of the Resolutions now be
fore us for debate, he will find that 
the whole subject of 11is remarl{s is 
utterly irrelevant to tl1e matter under 
discussion utterly unnecessary to its 
explanation and utterly uncalled for. 
In tl1e first place, Mr. Cl1airman, tl1e 
time wl1en the (~ontracts for Ra.ilwa.y 
Extension was entered into and rati
fied two years was the time when tl1e 
decisive ;step was taken by this. House. 
It was. then we committed ourselves 
to the expenditure involved in these 
contracts. I said at tl1at time that 
these contracts were sucl1 that no 
responsible administration should pre
sent to the Legislature. They are 
too indeterminate as to the nature and 
extent of the work.s to be performed 
and too inde:1inite as to expenditure 
and the.- rig·hts and duties of the par .. 
ties. 'l.''he very resolutions. we have 
befor~ us this evening accentuate the 
uncertainty of the country's position 
ftnd tl1e utter want o.f1 knowledge tl1at 
exists a.s to the obligations and liabili
ties of tl1e Country under these Rail
way Contracts. Two year:s· ago when 
the Prime Minister introduced the 
'Res~.1 utions to confi1~m the Con tracts 

for the Construction of the B/a11cl1 
Rail wa.ys I told the Committee. wl1en 
dealing wlth the cost of constructing 
and equip·ping tl1e five brancl1 lines 
contra.cted .fjor that tl1e estim.ate of 
$4,000,000, then made by tl1e Prime 
lVIinister a.s to tl1e cost of completing 
tl1ese railways was fa1-- below the 
amount tl1at 'vould be ;required for the 
purpose. He tl1en stated 11is a.pinion 
of tl1e cost of tl1ese railways-by tl1e 
cost 11e n1eant, the contra.ct cost, the 
cost of construction and equipment 
w.11en the lines would be completed 
and final ce.rti.ficate g·iven. This is 
what he ·said at that time. "Now, Mr. 
Chairman tl1e Committee· is entitled 
to kno\v what our Brancl1 railways are 
going to cost a11d how that cost or 
tl1e intere,st 11pon it is going· to be 
met without increased taxation. Tl1at 
is after all tl1e vital c1uestion we have 
to ans.wer to tl1e peo.ple of tl1is coun
try. I 11ave made an estimate and 
l1ave 11ad an estimate made of tl1e 
likely extent of these brancl1es. Some 
differ from me and thinlr n1y mileage 
too hig·h. I do not tl1inlr so. I tl1ink 
it will be two hundred and fifty miles 
for tl1e five branc11es and possibly a 
little inore. But to be perfectly safe 1 
V\rill put tl1e estima.te at two 11t1ndred 
2.nd fifty n1iles. Tl1is at $15000 per 
mJle will cost $3,900,000, or i11 :round 
figures $4,000.000 c:reating· an annual 
interst char.g·e of $140,000. 00 a year. 
In other words wl1en all tl1ese lines 
are built tl1e interest on tl1e cost 
wl1icl1 we will have to pay will be 
$140,000 a year." He tl1en goes on 
to sl1ow how this i11tere·st is to ac
c,rue year by year during tl1e period 

of construction. In 1911 tl1e cl1arg·e 11e 
places at $28,000 in 1912 $56,000, in 
1913 $84,000 in 1914 at $112,000 and in 
1915 in vvhich year 11e expects the f.ive 
lines will be completed at $140,000. He 
then says :-"The whole of the brancl1-
es will tl1en be completecl and tl1e 
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question must naturally a:rjse what 
will tl1e revenue be in 1915? V\Till it 
be suffic:ient to meet this interest 
charg·e of $140,000 and pa.y for all the 
other p·ublic service~ in their increas
ed votes-thts increa.sed interest of 
$140,000 will be more tha11 n1ade· up 
by wha.t we shall receive in increased 
revenue-our :revenue for 1915 will be 
$3,600,000 or $600,000. 00 more a year 
than we· :receive to-day and seeing tl1e 
outlay for interest on the brancl1 rail
way c·onstruction will only be $140,000 
a year-it is quite evident we shall 
have abundant m.oney to me.et tl1e 
cost of these branch railways." N O\V 

tl1at is what the Prime Minister said 
tv10 yea;r.s ag·o when dealing in tl1is 
House witl1 the total cost of the·se 
five Branch Railways wl1en completed 
equipped in operation under tl1e con
tr.acts then submitted· by him to the 
House for approval and ratification. I 
do not think any member· of the 
House understood him to mea11 any
thing else tl1an tl1e total cost to the 
Colo11y of these lines wl1en com,ple·ted 
by the contractor and handed over un
der the contract. It is now claimed 
11e was only d'ealing with the co,st of 
constructing· tl1e mileag·e included in 
tl1e $15,000 a mile and1 not witl1 tl1e 
total cost to tr1e Colo11y under tl1e 
contract. I-Ie did not so express him
self. His vvords clearly indicate· the 
total cost to tJ1e Colony, tl1e full in
terest charg·e to be provided to meet 
all expertditures under tl1e contracts. 
If 11is figures, related only to tl1e mil
eag·e constr11ction and he ·diid not 
clearly distinguisl1 between the con
tract price of $15,000 per mile for road 

construction and the cost of equipment 
and extra work included1 :in tl1e con
tract whe11 making 11is estimate two 
years .. a.go he left the House· and the 
Country under a misconception 
which was higlJJy improper UJJder the 
clrcumstances. Tl1ere is no doubt 

I 

about that, this House and the Coun
try were not able to get bel1ind the 
n1ind of1 the Prime Minister. They 
could only judg·e by the wo:rds he had 
used. His ¥ror·ds were in tended to 
con vi11ce this House an.d the ·country 
that the total cost of these railways 
wo11ld be $4,000,000 ,and no more. No 
pe,rson went away from tl1e House on 
tl1at occasion with any other impres
sion whether they agreed vvith1 his, fi
gures or not. Now, Sir, at that time 
tl1ere were no surveys befo1"e the 
I-louse and tl1e Government was criti
cised fo·r not 11a ving· surveys o:'.:· the 
proposed routes n1ac1e and placed be
fore the House. Two year's, 11a ve pas-
sed since then and tl1e estimates ma.de 
tl1en of mileage and cost are novv ad~ 
mitted to have been erroneous, yet 
we are asked to vote a further· loan 
of $2,000,000 thoug·11 i10 surveys are 
yet made· or placed bef o·re us. The 
criticisn1s of this rnatter ma.de t.'\vo 

years ag·o ma.y now be repea,ted 'Wit.11 

increased force. No excuse can now 
be offered for the v·vant of full and ac
curate su,rveys and estimates. The1re 
bas been a_mple· time to procure them. 
~ se·ssion of, tl1e House was 11eld i11 
June 1909, at wl1icl1 a vote was. taken 
for surveys of tl1e route of the new 

railv1ays. Tl1e, summer and fall of that 
year were availa.ble and sufficient f\o.r 
inalti11g tl1e·se sur-veys. In fact the 
wl1ole sum1ner of 1909 the .fall and 
pa,rt of tt1e .spring of tl1e same year 
'\Vere available to tl1e Government to 
undertake and complete the sur·vey o~, 

tl1ese lines. 'fher·e was · sufficient 
time before· tl1e Contracts were 
bro11g·ht ·down two years ago for tl1e 
Go1/ernment to have collected and fur-
11isl1ed t11is House witl1 reliable infor
mation as to the I'oute the lines were 

intended to tak·e, .indicating the point 
of, ·departure from the main 
tl1e ter1nin us of each brach. 
wa.s s11fficient time for them 

line anrl 
Tl1ere 

to make 
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up their minds wbetl1er tl1e railwa,y 
'\Vould enter the ·settlements along its 
route on each branch to which the 
Minister of Finance refer.red this, af
ternoon. For the Government to sub
mit to the House a contract for tl1e 
construction of five railway's in five 
diffe.rent bays ·of tl1e Colony, and in 
estimating the mileag·e of the rail
\vays not to include the length of line 
required to toucl1 these· settlements 

· was to my mind 11ighly imprope·r es
pecially as the Government had the 
whole .summer and fall a11d' part of tl1e 
spring of that year to ascert.ain the 
mileag·e and -determine th:e settlements 
into w.hicl1 the railway would enter. 
These settlements were there then. 
Surely th·e Government did not then 
purpose ;runnin.g the railway from 
point to point as the crow flies, tl1e 
idea of going to the settlements alo·ng 
its route being an after thot1gl1t. We 
are in no better position to-day as re
gards. information tl1an we wer.e two 
years ago. w· e expected tl1is evening 
from the M.inister of Financ·e at least 
a n1ore detailed account of the V..'"orlc 
done and expenditures, made under tl1e 
contract and of, what remains to be 
done, whetl1e,r any and wl1at surveys 
have· been made. Tl1e Bona,rista line 
is the only one about wl1ich we l1ave 
been g'iven any figures. He now es
timates the mileag·e of the five lines 
at 330 miles instead of 250 miles. Two 
years ago he did not tell us an)-
tl1ing· about this 350 miles. It is still 
a mere estimate of the Minister. It 
is 11ot bC)-Sed on any survey. If, it is 
where are the surveys? If there are 
any in tl1e Government Eng·i11eer's 
Office wl1y are tl1ey not tabled for tl1e 
information of the Committee during 
this ·d.ebate. Now Sir, tl1e Minister of 
Fina11ce is, here asking for another loan 
of $2,000,000 in addition to tl1e $4.-
000,000 voted two yea118 ag·o, but I 
can tell him that that $2,000,000 addi-

tio11al will not cover by a long way 
tl1e cost of our obligations under 
tl1ese contracts. On 11is own calcula
tions Sir, this extra two millio11 will 
cover the mere rriilea,g·e construction 
of 350 nliles. I t11ink it very unfai1 
and highl:l imp.roper for the Govern
n1ent to come ~o this I-louse. and :isl\: 
for anotl1er loan for tl1es.e,- works with
out givjr1g· tl1e members and the peo
ple of the Colony ample information 
to e11able· t11em to f or1n, · and expre·ss 
intelligent op.inio11s. upon tl1e matter. 
We do not know where tl1e r·ailways 
are going to be plac1ed, and the Min
ister if he know.s is afraid to tell us. 
He said just no\v if this new loan is 
not sufficient to cover tl1e cost of 
tl1ese railw·ays 11e will come in again 
an1d g'.et more money. ~.\.re ;1 ')t tl1e peo
ple entitled to know the exte11t of tl1eir 
obligations .before tl1ey grant a ne\v 
loan? Two years ago a loa11 of ~'!' , ur 
n1illion ·dollar's was raised whicl1 1 ea
lized $3,690,388. 85 net, ac·cordin·g to 
tl1e .f;igures given by tl1e Minister·. Al
lowing Sir, that the pr·e.sent loan will 
realize tl1e sa1ne rate it vvill g·i ve ~ 

net result of $1,845,194. 00. In otl1er 
"\\rords both loa.ns will tl1ll·s realize a 
total of $5,535,582. 00. Tl1e cost of tl1e 
350 miles estimated: by tl1e Finance 
lVIinister at $15000 a mile will be $5,-
250,000 witl1out any cl1arg·e for equip
ment extra work or right of way. Ac
cording to the statements · already 
tabled tl1e contractor 11a.s already been 
paid .in addition to construction work 
fJor materials and extra work $261,000 
a.nd for rig·l1t of way $195,000. In other· 
"\vords the cost of the mileage and ex
tra work and 1~igl1t of way paid for to 
date is. $5,706,000. Ag·ai11st tl1is the to
tal o~i tl1e two loans is $5,535,582, lea\r
ing· a ba.lan.ce on mileage construction 
and expenditure to date of about 
$160,000 to be provided in addition to 
tl1e proceeds1 of both loans. Tl1ese ar.e 
the fig·ures ta.bled bv tl1e Minister 

" 
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11in1self. Tl1e statement that tl1ese the cost of tl1ese lines to date and the 
loans will cover the cost 11ecessaey to 
complete these rail way.s is ridiculous 
and absurd. I said two years ago 
when tl1e contracts W·ere before the 
House tl1at at ler,t.st seven million dol~ 
lars. would be i~equired, but it is now 
evident tl1at ev·en tl1is fd.gure will be 
far belo-vv tl1e actual amount required 
to complete the work. What amount 
vvill be r·equired to cover the total 
outlay on. these Bra11ch Railwa.ys 
when tl1e contracts are completed i_s 
very difficult to say in the absence of 
tl1e information which it is th·e man~
fest duty of the Government to furniisl1 
tl1e House. Let us look at the con
tra.cts ag·ain and se-e wl1ere we stand 
t1nde.r them. The contract w.as to build 
f.i,re bra11cl1 ·railways to be paid for at 
the rate of $15,000 a mile · i Up to the 
present time in addition to the expen
diture on mile,age construction we 

11;;i ve already paid on the right of way 
on tl1e, two lines wl1icl1 have been 
started-the Bona vista and T·repassey 
lines-and not yet completed a .sum of 
$195,000. BesidBs that we hav·e to 
date for extra worlr which is not yet 
complete, an expenditure of $261,000. 
Tl1e (}ov·ernn1ent in addition to paying 
tl1e contractor $16,000 a mile 11ave to 

provide a rig·ht of way f 1or the rail
,~vay and pay for materials a.nd extra 
worlr. The expenditure for .right of 
way 1vill' not perhaps. be as great on 
tl1e remaining· brancl1es. as on tl1ose al
ready provid,ed because those already 
paid for ·run throug·h cultivated ond im
proved lands, whereas, the othe,rs pa.s.s 
tl1rough a proportionately larger q uan
tity of public or unimproved lands. 
I-Iowever tl1at may be, that the pro
vision of :rig·ht of way for the remain
ing· lines will be a la·rge item no per-
son can deny. The cost of providing 
that right of way must be added to 
the $160,000, which I have already 
shown to be the difference between 

amount iI"ealized ·as the ne·t result of 
tl1e two loans authorise.d by the Hous-e. 
B·eside these matters the obligations. 
under Sections 34, 35, 36, and 37 ·of 
tl1e contract a;re sucl1 as are going to 
bring difficulties to this. Colony. 
Thes;e .sections to my mind make 
this1 contract one of the n101st prepos
terous contracts ever presented to this 
House O·r that I have ever read. 

Section 34 is as f·ollow.s :-"The Con
" tractor .sl1all erect all stations, 
"piers, wha.rves, fence.s a.nd snow 
" fences along th:e line of the Brancl1 
"ways to which this Contract refers, 
" and shall erect, construct and per
" form all other· worlrs whicl1 the 

. 
"Government shall require, wl1ich are 
"not included in, or incidental to the 
" completion of the works compirised 
" in this Con tract, a.s the Government 
" in tl1is ·discretion may consider ne
" cessary and appropriate; and fo.r the 
" pur'POSe of obtaining thei::r approval, 
"the Contr.actor shall submit design·s, 
" specific·ations, and estimates of the 
" :said' erections and works. Tl1e ap
" pro val of tl1e Government shall be a 
'' con di ti on precedent to commencing· 
"any work upon or in c·onnection 
"'\Vith the erections and works con1-
" prised in this clause. At the comple
" tion ·of each of tl1e Branch Rail-vva.ys 
" af:ore·said, the c·ontractor shall also 
" supply and c·onstruct, subject to tl1e 
" conditions and ·restrictions of th'is 
" clause, all rolling· .stock, tools, ma-
" cl1inery, c.oal sheds, engine sl1eds, 
"wo:rkshops and turntables. as the 
"Government may require. It is cle·ar
" ly understood that it is the intention 
" of tl1is clause that the said Bra.ncl1 
" Railways shall be completely and 
"effectiv.ely equipped with all the er
" ections and works, T·olling· stock and 
" other equipment comp:rised in this 
" clause, and that approval of the 
"same by the Government sl1all in no 
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"case b.e unreasonable withheld." 
You will notic·e, Mr. Chairman, how 

broad and comp·rehensive the language 
of that 1section is. All tl1e works 
provided f oi~ here were extra works 
to be paid for specially. The firist 
words relating to ·stations, piers, 
wharves, fenc·es and snow fences are 
taken from th·e Contract of 1893. The 
latter words "and1 shall ere·ct construct 
an·d peTiform all othe·r works. \vhich 
tl1e Governn1e·nt shall require, wl1icl1 . 
are not included in or incidental to 
the completion of: the '\vorks comprised 
in this. c·on tract as the Government 
in their ·discretion may conside·r ne
c·essary an·d approp·riate" confer ad
·ditional p·owers of: great .extent upon 
the Government to those contained in 

the 1893 contract. Consequently the 
construction of stations,piers,wharves, 
etc., as provided for in the 1893 
contract will be paid: for as extra 
wor'l{ under this, contract and besides 
these the Government has perrnis.sion 
under this con tract to agree with tb e 
Contractor for .any other "'\vorks they 
may ·Consider' nec·essary and capable 
unless ·carefiully safeguarded of mucl1 
abuse. Take, for example, the Trinity 
Spur Lin.e, rfi it should be ag·reed be
tween the Government and th·e Con
tractor that the1 S.pur .line was not in
cluded a.s part of ):he Bona v.ista Branch 
line in the principal contr.act, tl1ey 
might agree fo.r its construction under 
this. clause upon ·Such terms and for 
·sucl1 amount per mile as they migl1t 
a:r:ra.nge. ,. This wlde clause and the 
J)ower .c·onferred by it upon tl1e Gov
ernment applies. to any part of tl1e 
construction work .and to tl1e carr ying· 
out of any other works under tl1e 
contract. 

"all the erect io11s a11d works, rolling 
"stoclr and other eqt1ipment compris
"ed in this clause, and that approval 
"of the same by the Government shall 
"i11 no case be unreasonably with
"held." 

,.-rl1at of course provides for the 
complete equipment of 1the line. It 
does not state \vhat complete equip
ment means. There is no specifica
tion, 1'.10 ·limit to what is inclt1ded as 
equip111ent entitling rtl1e contractor to 
lJe pa.id extra cash now, und1er the 
construction co11tract i11stead of be
ing provided under operating con
tra,ct under whicl1 it would be include 
ed in the assessn1enit made at the end 
of the contract in forty years time. 
""f·he a t1estion of what is sufficient 

~ 

equipment to con1plete the line is left 
entirely rto the Contractor and the 
Government. The Government are 
absolutely uncontrolled as to \vhen 
tl1e line is to be completely equipped. 

Section 35 of the contract, provides: 
"The Contractor shall as part of this 
contract, · provide rolling stock, tools, 
n1acl1inery, a11d sheds, buildings and 
'\Vater stat ions of the same g·eneral 
character and description as those 
provided under tl1e Ccnstrucition Con
tract wit h the late Sir R. G. Reid dat
ed lVIay 16, 1893, and in quantity and 
capacity proportionate to the rtotal 
mileage of branch rail vvays to be 
constrl1cted tinder tl1is i\.greement." 

The rolling stock, etc. mentioned in 
this clause vrill be paid for in the 
$15,000 a mile for co11strt1ction. In 
the 1893 contract the equi1)ment call
ed for by the contract '\vas specified 
in detail. Section 49 of t11e contract 
of 1893 provides what rolling stock 
11ad 1to be provided. It reads as fol
lows: -

49.- The Contractor shall provide 
The last part of the section reads, the following stock when required, 

"It is - clearly understood that it is 
" the intention of this clause that the 
"said branch rail ways shall be com
"p letely and effectively equipped with 

' 

viz: -
Two locomotives, Standard Ameri

can pattern, weighing twenty-five 
tons each, exclusive of tender. 

f 
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T\vo Mog·ul locomotives; -vveigl1t 
thirty tons eac11 exclusive of tender. 

011e Consolidation Engine, "\veight 
thirty-four tons, exclusive of tender. 

Four iron sno\v ploughs for a,ttach
ment to buffer beams of locomotives, 
and intercha11geable for either of the 
locomotives. 

Three first class passenger cars. 
One first and secor1d class, com

bined. 
Two ·second class cars,, divided 

partition ·in centre if so ·orctered. 
T\vo 1V1ail and Bagg·age cars. 
Three sleeping Cars, of approved 

standard size and finish and fitted 
-vvith "\vell equipped buffett. 
, One off.icial Private Car. 

Ten Box Freight Cars. 
One Conductor's Van. 
One Flanger Car. 
One Heavy Standard Sno\v Plough 

(R11ssell or other appro,.red design.) 
Thirty Flat Cars. 
That is the equi1)ment called for 

under the 1893 contract. If you take 
the amount of the mileage under the 
present contract and take ithe figures 
given by the Minister the total length 
of railway will be nearly the same in 
both cases, yo11 will have three pas-
. senger cars for five railways paid for 
by the $15,000 a mile all the others 
\Vill be extras. If you take the last 
of the equipment specified in Section 
49 of, 1893 and apply tl1e p·rinciple of 
pro·portion to tl1e main line and to tl1e 
branch rail,vays, you will find tl1at 
the provision of Section 35 is utterly 
unsuited to the five branch lines. And 
the proportion will have to be calcul
ated on an entirely different basis. 
This is provide·d for in Section 36 
wl1ich reduces tl1e proportion to a 
cash basis. This Section reads: -

"36. Inasmuch, 110\vever, as the 
"quantities and d·escriptions of rolling 
"stock tools, machinery, coal beds, 
"buildings, water stations, to be sup
"plied and erected under the provis
"ions of the next preceding clause, 

'•may not 1Je appliable or appropriate 
" to, or sufficient for, the proper 
'•equipment of the said branch rail
"v1ay, it is hereby agreed lJetween 
"the parties to tl1is Contract that in 
·"lieu of providing tl1e same, a fair 
"valuation of the above mentioned 
"rolling stock, tools, ma.chinery, coal 
"sheds, buidings, engine sheds, V{Ork 
"sl1ops, turntables, and water stations 
"sl1all be made, applicable to each 
c:brancl1 railv1ay and that the amount 
"of such \raluation shall be deducted 
"fro1n the gross valuation of all roll
"ing stock, tools, machinery, coal 
"sheds, engine sheds, work shops, 
"tur11tables, buildings, and water :sta
"tio11s to be supplied or erected un
"d2r the i)rovisions of clause 34 here
'1of for each branch railv1ay and the 
"balance only shall be paid to the 
"Contractor as an add'ition. or extra to 
"this Contract." 

N O\V I rthink tl1e meaning of that 
is perfectly clear. Tl1e n1eaning of 
these tl1ree sections taken tog·ethe:r1 is 
that the Contractor is to bt1ild and 
fully eqt1ip these five branch railways. 
He is to be paid $15,000 per mile in
cluding rthe value of equipment on tl1e 
basis of the 1893 co11tract. On the 
basis of the secti:>n.s 1 have already 
read ai1 estin1ate i3 to be n1ade of the 
value of the equipme11t equivalent to 
the 1893 cont ract and the difference 
in value betvveen the equipment un
der the 1893 contract and the actual 
outlay on rolling stock, etc. neces
sary to con1pletely eqt1i11 tl1e five 
branches t1nder Section 35 is to be 
paid for in cash as extra in addition 
to the co11tract price of $15,000 a 
mile. 

Tl1ere are three different items up
on -vvl1ich the Colony will be called to 
pay in addition to the contract price 
of $15,000 a mile. Tl1e total cost at 
$15,000 a mile for 350 n1iles \vill be 
$5,250,000. Tl1e right of -vvay upon 
\Vhicl1 for t\vo branches we have al
ready expended $190,000. vVe have 
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also to pay for statio11s, piers, antl 
wharves, tinder section 34 and again 
·\\re have the difference between the 
valuatio11 of the proportion of the 
rolling stock, etc. of the contract of . . 
1893 and the actual cost of the co111-
plete equipment of the lines. These 
three heads will I believe vastly in
crease the amount which the Colony 
will have to l)ay for these branch 
rail\vays. I have taken the Minis
ter's own estimate of mileage b11t I 
believe it will be grearter. 

Section 37 provides for the . ·pay
ments of these extras. 

"3·7, The Government shall pay to 
"the Contractor the fair value of all 
"\vorks, co11structions, articles and 
"things provided and constructed by 
"him under tl1e provision of clause 34 
"hereof, subject to their a1)proval of 
"the san1e·, and to the provisions of 
"the next preceding clause. Pay
"ment 011 account 11erel1nder to be 
"made monrthly on the certificate of 
"tl1e engineer for all works, construc
"tions, articles and things completed 
"and furnished at the date of such 
"certificates." 

That of course only provides for 
the payment of the i1tems mentioned 
in the preceding sections. 

It is impossible to estin1ate the am
Ollnt of the claims which will be 
made under these clauses. We have 
already had experie11ce of what these 

' 
claims are in connection \.Vith railway 
contracts. This Colony has had 
claims g·oing up into the n1illions of 
dollars and we ca11not no\v estimate 
what amqunt will be necessary in 
connection with the five brancl1 rail
vvays. . It stands to reason rthat the 
equipment of one main line with but 
two terminals is a different under
taking to the equipment of five 
branch lines with rut least five term
inals .and rfive juncitons to provide for. 
The building of piers, wharves, sta
tions &c., will come to a much larger 
item in the building of these five 

.l • ,, 

lines tl1an could l)Ossibly be the case 
in the building of the main line. Take 
the branch line to Trepassey. A 
greater number of stations per mile 
are needed than on the cross cot1n
try line. Tl1e same applies to the 
Bonavista branch, tl1e Fortu11e Bay 
1Jrancl1 and tl1e Heart's Content 
branch. The stations are n1ore num
erous and more equipment vvill be 
necessary in the way of rolling st ock 
and accommodation on such branch 
i)er mile than on the cross country 
rail\Va)~. Altogetl1er the cost to the 
country in these ite1ns alone will be 
very much in excess of a11y claims 
made in co11nection \Vith the equip
ment of tl1e i11ain line. 

I 11ad 11oped that tl1e correspond
ence I asked the Colonial Secretary 
to table at the beginning of the ses
·sion wol1ld have been table.ct befo·re 
tl1is debate can1e on. It \Vas \Vith a 
vie\v to the debate -;vhicl1 vvot1ld talre 
place upon tl1ese Resolutions that I 

I 

a,sked for it, a11d I hope we will have 
it before tl1e 'R.esolt1tio11s have fi11ally 
passed the IIol1se. 

Of course, Mr. Cl1airman, when the 
I 

I_Jegislature passed the rail\vay con-
tract in 1910 \Ve were tl1en bound to all 
expendiiture \vl1icl1 an 11onorable per
formance of that contract entails, and 
any expense that follows legitimately 
from that contract this country and 
Legislature are in honour and law 
bound to provide. Bt1t I think it 
n1ig·ht at least be expected that the 
ivrinister of Finance and Customs 
\Vhen he came here this afternoon 
asking for autl1ority to raise a loan 
of $2,000,000 more shot1ld have g·iven 
us a detailed statement of the ex
penditure of the original loan item 
by item, payn1e11t by pay1nent, audit
ed and certified. I do no·t think that is 
an unreasonable reqt1est. This mat
ter involves a very large sum, and we 
are a small l)eople. Six million dol
lars, with every prospect qf tv·vo or 
three n1illio11 i11ore to follo\·\r is a, great 

{ 
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deal to us. I think at least this Con1-
mit1tee should have had more inforn1-
ation with regard to the expenditure, 
full and complete reports from tl1e 
Governn1ent Engineer upon the five 
branches, a11 exact and detailed ac
cou11t of the n1oney already raised. 
I do not intend to follo\v the lVIinister 
further in tl1e speecl1 wl1ich 11e g·ave 
us this afternoon. I think it was en
tirely uncalled for. I think the mat
ter is too serious for the lJeople of 
tl1is country rto be dealt witl1 i11 the 
manner that has been done. \Ve 
have very serious obligations under 
this contract, wl1ich "\vill be brought 
before us again fro1n time to tin1e. 
·Tl1e i11inister only -vvent over g·round 
-vvhich 11e has debated over a11d over 
ancl ·over ag·ain, and instead of a 
speecl1 of the kind \.Ve 11eard this af
ternoon \Ve had hoped tl1at we \Vould 
11a"'"yO 11ad some justification for this 
call now b_eing made upon the tax
pers of this cou11try to provide $2,-
000,000 i11ore. It 11as been generally 
recognized tl1at tl1e position presented 
to this Houso in 1910 has not been 
fulfilled by conditions as they actually 
appear. The evidence is before us 
this afternoon, wl1en we are asked for 
$2,000,000 nlore to carry out that con
tract. I 11ave only to say in conclu
sion that tl1is is i1ot the last $2,000,-
000 we shall have to pay under tl1at 
contract. 

RT. HO,N. PRIME MINiSTER.-1\!Ir. 

Cl1a-iTman, in relation to an in1portant 
d1ebate like tha.t of tl1is after11oon, in
vol vi11g· larg·e expenditures, and affect
ing the whole colony and its develop-
1nent, I am so1rry tl1at my ~l(\11. 

~riend on tl1e otl1er side did no1t make 
an effort to rise to tl1e o,cca.sion; all 
tl1at 11e 11as succeeded in doing is to 
repeat tl1e speecl1 we 11eard l1ere two 
years ago, and that witl1out an~r in1-
proven1ent. On n1any points tl1at 

speech merely raised f aqts and details 
·vvl1icl1 it is rea,sona.ble to assume tl1e 

com1nittee at las.t understand.s. It re
minds one of tl1e .story of a legislator 
once he:e in this House, wl10, talking 
of o blig·ations tl1e colony was un.d:er, 
said we "'~ould give some one his 
pou11d of flesl1 but no more; and then 
11e we11t on to explain wl1at tl1at meant 
as i·f\ no one in tl1e House 11ad ever 
11ea:rd o.f the "Mercl1a11t of Venice." 
\Ve may reasonably ass.ume tl1at tl1e 
Legi.sla.ture .and tl1e country outsJde 
11ave at last discovered tl1at tl1e co·st 
of ·railways in this country is about 
$18,000 a mile. I thougl1 t I 11ad made 
tl1at clea.r. I have repeated it over and 
o\rer ag·ain, and I 11ope I shall have to 
repeat it i10 rr1ore. Every n1ile of rail
way fron1 St. John'.s. to Port aux Ba.s
c1t1es 11as ·cost the . cou11try $18,000 
\vl1e11 fully finished a.nd equipped. 

No\v the:se Res.olutions propose a. 
loan of $2,000,000, in ad·dition to tl1e 
loan raised in 1910 to pay for :·~na 

complete the five branch raJlwaJrs,tl1e · 
buildi11g of which, it will be l"em-em~ 
berecl, was autl1orized by this Legis ... . 
lature i11 Febrt1a:r:l:, 1910 .· Tl1ese five 
brancl1es are as fallows: -

(1) Fron1 Shoal Harbour, via Trin
ity and Catali11a to Bonavista. 

(2) Fro111 Broad Cove to Heart's Con
tent, and fro1n Carbonear to Grate's 
Cove. 

( 3) From St. J ol111's to Trepasse}~, 
'\ria the Southern Shore. 

( 4) Fro111 Co1ne by Chance to Ter
ronceville, Fortl111e Bay. 

( 5) From Deer Lalre to Bon11e Bay. 
It -vvill be ren1en1bered tl1at when 

t11ese Resolutio11s were introduced in 
Febrt1a.ry, 1910, I intimated that the 
le11gtl1 of the entire five branches 
'''C lild be so1netl1ing n1ore than 250 
miles. The exact words used by me 
were:-

"I have 11ad an estirnate made of 
the liltely length of these branches. 
Some cliff er from me and think my 
n1ileag·e is too higl1. I do noit think so; 
l tl1inlc it \\' ill be 250 miles for the 
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five bra11cl1es and possibly a little 
n1ore, but to be i)erfectly safe, I 1;vot1ld 

· put tl1e estimate at 250 miles." 
In his Manifesto to the country in 

1909, the Leader of the Opposition 
i11ade the following state1nent in rela
tion to the n1ileage of the propoBed 
branch lines: -

"I have had an 8stin1ate inade of 
tl1e mileage of ithe branch lines of 
railway pro1nised by the Leader of 
the 01)position, a11d it an1ol1nts to 192 
iniles. At the figure required by the 
Reid Ne\vfoundland Company, na111e
ly, fifteen thousand dollars per mile, 
the cost of 1the construction and equip
ment would mean a charge upon the 
people cf the Colony of $2,985,200, and 
t11e interest thereon, at 31h i)er cent., 
\""vould mean a cost to the Colony of 
$104,482 per year. \ 

Hon. John Anderson's esitimate was 
somewhat hig·her. Speaking for the 
Government in the T. A. Hall, in Oc
tober, 1908, and i11 the presence of the 
executive members of tl1e Gover11ment, 
11e put his estimate at 275 miles, made 
up as follows: -

Fo~tu11e Bay branch . . . . 50 miles 
Bonne Bay branch .... 45 miles 
Trepassey branch . . . . 55 n1iles 
Grate's Cove branch . . . . 35 miles 
Trinity branch . . . ..... 90 miles 

Total . . . . . . . . . . 275 miles 
Of course all tr.ese esti1nates vvere 

only approxin1ate. I felt myself that 
they v1ere all too low, and staited so 
\vl1en I was introdt1cing the Resolu
tions. But, notwitl1sta11ding, if it were , 
not for tl1e fact tl1at the st1rveys have 
lengthened the road in the interests 
of the public, my original estimate of 
abcut 300 miles would have been very 
close. 

The i11creased mileage over the or
iginal esti1nrute was brought about by 
tl1e desire on the part of the Gover11-
ment to connect as many settlements 
as possible \vith tl1e rail\\Tay. This 
polic~y exten<Iycl rtl1e lengtl1 of the 

branch to Heart's Conte11t by 16 miles, 
t1y build.ing it do\vn tl1e shore fro1n 
Dildo, in tl1at \Vay connecting over 5,-
000 people \Vith tl1e lin.e, instead of 
crossing· the uninhabited barrens fron1 
Carbonear to I-Ieart's Conter1t. 

The Bona vista Branch \vas increased 
13 miles over tl1e orig"i11al estimate by 
connecting settlemenrts in botl1 rrrinity 
and Bo11avista Bays. The same is 
true of the st1rvey for the Bay de 
Verde Brancl1 Ra.ilway, wl1ere a very 
consiclerable increase on tl1e leng·th of 
the line is accounted for by the fact 
that the rail way l)asses through every 
settlement in the District of Bay de 
\T erde. If the railway had proceeded 
a.Jong the i1orth sl1ore of Trinity Bay 
to Trjnity, and thence rto Catalina and 
Bonavista, tl1e road would have been 
13 iniles shorter. If it had followed 
the present route as far as Southern 
Bay, and cut across to Trinity dire0t, 
leaving out Seal Cove and Indian 
Arm, five miles wot1ld have been sav
ed, but the detour was thought to be 
arl·visable and justifiable by reason of 
tl1e traffic, and the easier vvorking in 
gE:tti11g· tl1e line tl1rougl1 in that vicin
ity. Several detours \Vere rendered 
r1ecessary 011 the Trepasssy branch 
rail\vay, o\ving to the physical confor- · 
ination of tl1e cou11try. 

vVe 110\V :find that the total mileage 
of tl1e five branches will be in the 
neighbourhood of 340 miles. 

\Vhen tl1e loan of $4,0001000 was 
asked for ii1 1910 by the Minister of 
Finance and Custo1ns, none of the sur
.... v-eys of tl1e branches "'rere completed, 
only one 11aving been commenced, 
wl1ich was not con1pleted. Accordingly 
the a11..J.ot1nt asked for was based on a 
n1ere estimate. Novv, \Ve are in a 
l)Osition to go witl1i11 a very few niiles 
of the total le11g·th of the lines, and 
1{:110\V, accordingly, what the total cost 
vvill be. One brancl1 rail\vay is built 
and is being operated to-day, namely, 
tl1e Bo11avis,ta Branch. T\VO of the 
otl1er branches al'e survey·ed and par-
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tially constructed. 'l""he surveyors 
have surveyed two-thirds of the 
branch from Come By Chance to For
tune Bay. There will then only re
·main the short branch from Deer Lake 
to Bonavista Bay to be surveyed. Wl1e!1 
co1npleted, the branches will probably 
represent the following mileage, ac
cording to tl1e estimate of the Govern
ment Engineer:-
Bonavista (survey completed) 88 miles 
Trepassey (survey completed) 102 

n1iles. 
IIea:rit's Content, Grate's Cove (survey 

completed) 85 miles. 
Fortune Bay (% survey completed) 43 

miles. 
Bonne Bay, 25 miles. 
Total number miles, 343. 

It is i1ecessary, tl1erefore, to know, 
\vhat is g·oing to be the total cost of 
these five branches: -

(1) The amounit to be paid the con
tractor for the mileage cost of con~ 

struction. . . · .. I 

- ~ " -

(2) Right of Way. 
(3) Ordinary fencing. 
( 4) Snow fencing. 
( 5) Statio11s. 
( 6) ... t\dditio11al rolling· stock. 
In our Loa11 Act of 1910 we or1ly 

provided for the construction price. 
Esti111ating at 343 miles, the total 

cost of construction to be paid the 
C1~ntractor, at 15,000 dollars per mile, 
will be $5,145,000. 

vVe ol1all 11ave to provide the right 
of vvay on the Bona vista, Trepassey 
and Heart's Content and Grate's 
Cove branches. Figuring the average 
cost of rigl1t of '\Vay per mile to be 
1the sa1ne as on tl1e Bonavista Railway, 
viz., $1,000 per mile, the total cost will 
be $275,000 for the three branches. 
Tl1ere '\Vill be no payment for the right 
of vvay on the Fortune Bay or Bonne 
Bay brancl1es, as they '\Vill go through 
unoccupied Cro-vvn Lands. 

Ordinary wire fencing tl1rough set
tlements, say 100 miles for the three 
branches, will amount to at $285 l)er 

mile, to $28,500. 
It is not in tl1e interests of the pub

lic that tl1e details of tl1e cost of snow 
fencing, stations and additional rolling 
stocl{ sl1ould be, stated i1ere, as these 
are matters tl1at will have to be ad
justed as they arise from tirne to time, 
between the Government Engineer 
and the Contra.ctor; but I 11ave gone 
over tl1e matter carefully with the 
Gove·rnment Engineer, and a liber·al 
estimate under those three hea·ds.
Snow Fences, Stations, and Ad-dition
al Rolling Stock-will be $300,000. 
This gives us a gr.and total of $5,-
7 48,500. 

However, we have to n1ake a charge 
of 4% on the $6,000,000 loan, which 
represents tl1e diff ere nee between the 
bonds at 96 and 100. This deduction 
leaves us a balance of $5, 760,000 clear. 
In other words, our total indebtedness 
on account of the construction, right 
of way, fencing, stations and rolling 

' stock will be $5,7 48,500 and to meet 
' 

this. we will 11ave the loan of $6,000,-
000, less .four per cent. the difference 
between 96 a.nd 100, which gives us 
$5,760,000, or a balance in favor of 
the Colony when all bills are paid of 
$11,500. 

Tl1e annual cost to the Colony of 
these five branch railway8 will be 6,· 

000,000 at 3 % per cent., or an annual 
interest of $210,000, which will have to 
be met after 1914. We have now 
been three seasons const~ucting-1909, 
1910, 1911. To date the Contractor 11as 
been paid, on the certificate of tl1e 
Go·vernment Eng'in·ee·r, for 

Bona vista Branch . . . . 85 miles 
Trepassey Branch . . . . 55 miles 
Heart's. Cont. Brancl1 . . 5 miles 

or a total of 145 miles; in all, an aver
age for the tl1ree seasons' work-

1909, 1910 and 1911-of 48 miles per 
year. At tl1e end of the season of 1912 
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we sl1a.ll probably have· tl1e Trepassey I pointed out the development '\Vhich 
and Heart's Content brancl1es finish- 11ad followed as a result of railway 
ed and ready to open and operate, or 
a mileage of 220 miles for tJ1e three 
brancl1es, or an averag·e for tl1e four 
building season.s-1909, 1910, 1911 and 
1912-of 55 miles per year. We shall 
tl1en 11a ve the Fortun.e Bay Brancl1 
to build, or about 100 miles morB, 
wl1ich will tal{e till the end of the sea· 
son of 1914. In other wqrds, the total 
interest of $210,000 will not be all 
payable until 1914, as "\Ve sl1all have 

construction in tl1is Colony in former 
years. In 1870 the entire revenue of . 
tl1e Colony an1ounted to only $883,000. 
V\Te had then enjoyed Representative 
Gove<J:·nment for 37 years. In 1833 
we had our first Representative As
sembly in tl1is country. and our first 
Revenue Bill wa.s passed. In 1872, 
forty years after, we only had a rev-· 
enue of $890,000, although in those 
years the total catcl1 of codfish was 

the balance of the loan continuing·, nearly as much as it is to-day. Tl1e 
fro1n season to .season, and bearing 
inteTest in the local banks at the 
same ra.te as we are pa.ying· for it, 
but at tl1e end of tl1at year we shall 
11a ve to pay $210,000 a :fear, or a11 
a vera.ge annual inc·rease, from 1909 to 

. 1914, five years, of $42,000 per year, 
less interest on loan on deposit in 

loca.l banlrs. It is to be remembered 
tl1at tl1e loan is now bearing interest 
in tl1e local ba11ks at a little more than 
we are paying for it in England. 

The real question we have to an
swer is, Can the Colony add to its 
interest account for rajlvvays annu
ally a sum of $40,000 or $50,000? In 
otl1er words, can we afford to build 
railways to the extent of 50 miles a 
year, 'vhich at $15.000 per mile, and 
including cost of right of way, fenc
ing, stations, rolling stock, may rea
sonably be put do,v·n at $18,000 per 
mile, or an annual expenditure on 
capital aycount of $900,000 for 50 miles 
of rail way completed. 

What we ca.n afford to spend on 
rail wa.y extension, as a ·developing and 
earning agency for the country will 
best be estimated by looking at what 
a.mounts we annually add to our 
penditure under otl1er heads. 

-ex-

In introducing the Resolutions in 
rela.tion to Brancl1 Railways in 1910, 

seal fishery was then wortl1 four or 
five times as mucl1 as it is to-day. 
TeJ.?. tl1ousand men a.nnually prosecut
ed tl1e seal fishery then, where only 
4)000 do so to-day and 400 vessels leY-L 
11ere every spring for the icefields , 
,~vhereas only 20 are now eng·age·d ~ in 

tl1e worl{. In those days 500,000 seals 
were broug'l1t in some sp·rings, while 
only 350,000 a .. re now landed, and $8 

and $9 per quintal was paid for seals 
wl1icl1 i1ow sell fo r $4.50. At those 
figures the seal· fisl1ery represented 
an industry of four or five million dol
lars, and yet despite tl1i8. and tl1e 
larg·e cod and herring fisl1ery. tl1e rev
enue, tlp until 1872, was less than 
$900,000. 

Now let us take the next decade 
from 1870 to 1880. The total revenue 
in 1880 v;as only $1,000,000, or an in
~rease · of $120,000 in ten _years. g"iving 
an a verage annual increa.se of $12,000. 
In other words, the total increase 
from 1870 to 1880 wa.s $120,000. 

From this period we enter upon the 
era of ra.ilway construction, for it was 
in 1881 the first sod wa,s turned; and 
we find -during tl1e next ten years, 
from 1880 to 1890, tliat is tl1e first ten 
years of railway entArprise in the 
Colony. tl1e revenue had permanently 
increased to $1,800,000, an increase of 
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$800,000 in tl1at ten years, against an 
increase of $120,000 in the previous 
ten years. 1,11us wl1ilst in tl1e decade 

between 1870 and 1880, the average 

annual increase was $12.000, tl1e aver
age annual increase between 1881 and 
1890 was $80,000. 

In 1900, ten years after, the revenue 
11ad ju1nped to $2,210,234, an average 

increase of $41,027, and between tl1en 
and 1910 it had risen to $3,447 ,000, or 
an a vera.g·e increase for te11 years of 

$123,676. Tl1e largest increases, how
eve:r, ha Ve occurred <luring the last 

four years, as will be seen by the fol· 
lowing statement: -

·Year. 

1908 .. • • • • 

1909 .. • • • • 

1910 .. • • • • 

1911 .. . . • • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Revenue. 
. . $2,829,078.00 

. . 2,94 7 ,868.00 

.. . 3,44 7 ,988.00 

. . 3,527 ,126.00 
1912. . (Estimated) . . 3,700,000.00 

In other words, in the la.st four 

years there has been an increase of 
$870,922, representing the difference 

in the revent1e between 1908 and 1912, 
or an average annual increase for the 
four years of $217,730. We have al-
ready seen wl1at the other average 

increase of revenue has been fo·r pre

vious years, but a con1parison will be 

instructive-
' Years. Avg. An. In. 
1870-1880 • • • • • • .. $ 12,000.00 
1880-1890 • • • • • • • • 80,000.00 
1890-1900 • • • • • • • • 41,023.00 
1900-1910 • • • • • • • • 123,676.00 
1908-1912 • • • • • • • • 217,730.00 
Further, we have, for the last three 

years, the rthree years· this administra
tion 11as been in office, a surplus over 
expenditure as follows:-

Year. 
1910 • • • • • • 

1911 • • • • • • 

• • • • 

• • ' . 

Surplus" 
.. $310,214 
. . 172,3'79 

1912 (estimated) . . . . . . 175,000 
and these surpluses are over Estim
ates that include interest on Railway 
Loan. 

Now, it must be remembered ithat 
these surpluses might have been very 
much larger if it had not been for 
the very large necessary increases 
that were made in the various services 
of the Colony the past tl1ree years. 
The follo\ving s,tatement is a summary 
of the estimated expenditure for the 
financial year ending the 30th June, 
1908-9, sho\ving the total estimates vot
e& ;~::- tha;t year. and also the total 
estimates voted for the year 1912 .. and 
a further column sl1ovving the amount 
of the increases under the various 
heads:-

Service- 1908-·9 1911-12 Increase 

Interest on Public Debt • • • • .. $ .871,512.25 $1,042,180.14 $ 170,667.89 
Civil Go-v-er11mei1t • • • • • • • • . . • • 148,798.33 194,672.33 45,874.00 
Pensions • • . . • • • • • • • • • • . . 12,856.00 19,294.55 6,438.55 
A dminisrtrn. ti on of J11stice • • . . • • 183,612.68 199,012.52 15,399.84 
Legislation • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • 33,315.00 33,405.00' 90.00 
Ed11cation • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 262,123.66 318,023.66 55,900.00 
P ·ublic Charities • • • • • • . . . . . . • • 278,814.00 296,142.00 17,328.00 
I..Jigh tl1ouses, etc. • • . . • • . . • • . . 73,651.00 86,329.00 12,678.00 
Agriculture & l'J:ines • • • • • • • • • • 31,420,00 71,420.00 40,000-.00 
Marine & Fisheries • • • • • • . . . . 92,940.00 . 84,940.00 8,000.00 
Roads, Bridges, etc. • • • • • • . . . . 172,396.00 175,126.00 2,730.00 
Post Office & Telegra1)hs • • . . • • 423,620.00 520,499.00 96,879.00 
Customs • • • • . . • • . . • • • • . . • • 145,991.00 146,051.00 60.00 
Contingencies . . . . . . . . • • . . 10,000.00 10,000.00 
Coal and Water Refunds • • . . • • • • 67,550.00 67 ,550.00 
General Electio1i_ 40,000.00 - ··- 40,000.0C\ . . • • • • • • • • . . 
Additional Esti1nates • • • • • • • • 67,169.00 67,169.00 

• $2,848 ,59 9 .92 $3,331,814,,20 $483,214.28 

• 
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it \.vill novv be instructive to take 
out of these various ser~1ices a fev,r of. 

· · ' , the principal items of increase, in or
der to shovv the Committee the ser-

• 

... vices for whicl1 the increased votes 
have been taken, and, as I have saiti, 
vvot1ld not have been voted if it 11ucl 
not b-een for the abundant reven11es, 
and· that rthe country could well affort1 
it. In other words; the total sun1 vot-. 
ed 'by Sir Robert Bond in the liast ~s-
timates submitted by 11im to the Leg
islature in 1908, was $2,848,599.92. Tb<~ 
estimates voted by the Legislature t11j3 

year amount to $3,331,814, showing an 
increase of $483,215. 

Now, the prir1cipal items making up 
.~ 

the increase are as follows: -
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 101,900 
Pu·blic Charities (increasing 

\Vidows allowance 25 per 
cent) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Tuberculosis • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Old Age Pensions • • • • • • • • 
-

Postal Telegra1)hs • • • • • • 

· Interest I...Joans· • • • • . . • • • • 

Lighthouses • • . . • • • • • • • • 

.i\griculture 
,. 

• • • • . . • • • • • • 

Interest on ·Loans ·for new 
Lunatic --Asylum, Outport 
Telephones- and Light-

42,000 
30,000 
40,000 
96,000 

, 170,000 
12,000 
40,000 

houses . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . 14,000 
·lit · would appear from these large 

surpluses, ancl surpluses of revenue 
. over absolute expenditure, and for the 
last· tl1ree years, including tl1~ cl1arge 
for interest ·on , our railway expendi
ture, that \.Ve are not adding· too much 
it_o .· our annuar · expenditure '\vhen we 
put down the st1m of $45,000 a year 
as interest on · railway expenditure, be
cause it must be remen1bered that 
there are,, very many of the public· ser· 
vices, like educatio11, lightl1ouses, re
lief for the ·poor, etc., vvl1ich, \Vhilst 
"they are necessary, only give us an 
indirect i eturn., Railvvays, on the oth-
er hand, are large develeping earning 
factors, and, as I ha1re shown, the 
large revenues we have recently had, 
are entirely due to the opening llP and 

developing of 011r resource:::: by these 
nerves of trade and commerce. 

Wl1erE; would the country be to-day 
if our people continued to live entire
ly out of the fisheries along our sea
board, and allowed the interior, as 
heretotore, to remain entirely locked 
up? To put it an,other way, every dol
lar tl1a1t V{e expend on railvvays and 
docks and the creation of new indus
tries, ·comes ba.cl\: to tl1e revenu,e, l)e
cause they are great wage producers, 
a11d every dollar we enable our peo
ple to earn nleans re-ve11t1e for the 
Colony. If, then, since 1908, Vlithout 
increased taxation, tl1e revenue has in
creased $870,000, is it too mucl1 to ask 
that out of that $870,000, $200,000 
should be taken to pay tl1e interest on 
railways which are goi11g to develop 

.·- J 

the cou11try, arid ,allow the other $670,- -
o·oo to go towards the other public ser
vices. Railways are esse11itial if we 
ever 11ope to develop the country. 
Every other increased service embrac
·ed in tl1e $670,000 might 11a,re been cur
tailed. 

We must not lose sight of the fact 
\ 

rthat out of this sum of $6,000,000, the 
labouring people of the Colony are 
getting $1}500,000 more than they re
ceived under any previous contract for 
a similar a1not1nt .. 

In 1897 tl1e Con tractor paid $1 per 
day to the men working on the rail
'\vay. Under rthe contract for the con
struction of the present branches he 
is con1pelled to i)ay them $1.50 per day. 
I am informed by tl1e Government En
gineer that, \vith a line like ol1rs, cost-, 

ing $15,000 per inile, labol1r i11ay fair-
ly be said to represent half that 
amount. Therefore) where t he con
tractor spent $7,500 per mile for lab
our in 1893, he has to spend $3, 750 per 
mile more to-day, and if you m11ltiply 
th is sun1 by 340 i.niles of road, it n1eans 
tl1at on the entire road the contractor 
will have to pay 11is · men $1,275,000 
more for labour than he would have to 
do under the contract for the con-
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struction of the railway in '93. Here Revenue from Cable Co.'s 
\Ve have $1,500,000 more for our peo-

16,000.00 

ple to spend in the Colony on duitiable 
goods, and as the revenue receives on 
an averag·e of 30 per cent., the Col
c11y gains $500,000. 

But we go further and say that we 
have, 1,vithin the last three years, by 
three sources, created an annual rev
e11uo, not in existence -vvhen our pre
decessors left office, wl1ich will be 
more tl1a.n sufficie11t to pay the inte1·
est on our entire railway expenditure. 

I refer first to the contribution of 
$100,000 annually to the, revenue ma,d.e 
by tl1e compa.nies on Bell Island, by 
arrang·ement witl1 the Government, 
towards1 the public services. of tl1e 
Colony in consideration of the advan
ta.ges the companies enjoy i11 this 
country. 

Secondly, we have $16,000 a year 
from two cable companies that have 
come in 11ere witl1in the la.st two years. 

Tl1ird, by jt1dicious adve·rtising of 
our public lands, mines, timber and 

' other natural resources and attrac-
tions, \Ve 11ave been able to bring up 
the revenue of the Crown Lands De
portment from. $55,000 in 1908 to $200,-
000 (estimated) in 1912. 

The following are •the receipts from 
tl1is Department for the years 1908, 
1909, 1910, 1911 and 1912, and the prin
cipal sources from which the revenue 
\Vas derived each year:-

CR O\V N LANDS DEPT. 
Source of Revenue 1908 
Mineral Leases $13,960.00 
Timber Leases 30,026.25 
Agricul. Leases 2,607.12 

$ 46 ,593.37 
Increase, $145,580.78. 

SUMMARY. 
Total increase, Crow11 

1910 
$ 34,288.00 
155, 714.65 

2,171.50 

$192,174.15 

Lands Office . . . . .. . . $ 145,580.78 
Estimated Receipts 

Bell Island . . . . 
frOlll 

• • • • 100,000.00 

$ . 261,580. 78 
This is absolutely new revenue, or 

money found which did not exist when 
this Government came into power, 
and is not ithe result of increased taxa
tion. When we take out of this sum 
tl1e $210,000 which we have to pay as 
annual interest on the Loan for Rail
way Construction, we shall have a bal
ance of $51,580 left to· ou1~ credit. 

Howe\rer, it is unnecessary for me 
to refer to the matter at gre·ater 
leng·t11 for the case of the Gove·rn
men t i.s so clear that ' the sim,ple,st 
cl1ild ca.n unde1rstand .it. T~e only 
question is wl1etheT· tl1e colony can 
afford to spend $35,000 a year f1or the 
equi'Pment of the branch lines. \Ve 
can afford it fo.r everything elge and 
we ca.11 afford it for th}s,, for we 3ire 
expending it with the ,certainty that it 
will ·Come back to us. aga;in a,n.d( th.at 
those who are now oppo·sing it in a 
few years w'ill ,say· it was' a s.plendid 
thing· for the country .a.nd thTow t:.p 
their caps in p,r'aise o!i it. 

MR. CLIFT-Mr. Chairman, when 
tl1e House rose we we.re considering 
the Resolutions that were tabled this 
afternoon by the Minister of Finance 
on the subje·c·t of raising a fu,rther 
loan for the purpose of; 1railway exten
:sion or fo.r the pur·pose o.f carrying 
out the ,contract th.at w.as entered into 
in 19~0 to build 5 bra.nc·h 1railroads. 
Tl1e Rt. Hon. the Premier 11ad! replied 
to some, observations. tl1at were made 
on this .side of the House by my 
learned colle·ague, the member for St. 
John's East, Mr. Kent. I had expe.cted 
Si1r, that in the· reply of the Premie·r, 
we would have had .something more 
defin.ite than he gave us as to the nB
cessity for raising· this additional loan 
t was. pointed out by the member fo·r 

St. John's E.ast that the construction 
and equipment of those b·rancb lines 



' , -

' 

452 I-IOUSE O~~ .:~SSJ~l\1BLY PROCEEDINGS .. 

"\\rould cost more th,an tl1e amount raiis
ed under the present loan, and tl1e 
a1nount novv contemplated to be raised. 
In other worcls by_ tl1e time these 
b,ranch railroads are constructed a.nd 
eqµipped stations and all necessary 
rolling stock and snow fencing pro-

r vided . they ,will 11ave cost, 'in his es
timation, son1ething considera.bly over 

· tl1e amount intended to be r,aised. And 
the Rt. I-Ion. tl1e -Premier in reply to 

,.that gave, us an estimate of wl1at he 
, tl1ougl1t would be sufficient to finisl1 

the contemplated work. Tl1e Rt. Ho11. 
1nen1be: ~"' began by re.:,err'ing· td tl1e re
marks, of Mr. Kent cts being ·similar 
to the spee,cl1 whicl1 that gentlen1an 
made two years ago -vvl1e11 tl1e original 
Resolutions were before tl1e Cl1air. 
Well, Sir, all that I can say is tha.t 
the· result up to tl1e p1resent 11as 
shown th.at the estimates then 1nade 
by the learned 111ember for St. John's 
East, were more correct tl1an tl1ose 
mad'e at that time by the Premier. The 
P:remi.e.r told us in introducin,g tl1e,se 
Resolutions two years ago that $4,000,-

000 would be ·sufficie11t to co11struct 
and eq uip1 these road,s. I m,ay be told 

I 

that he ,said notl1ing about equipment 
or about sta.tions, or about add.itional 
expens'es, but this Committee Wais c.er
tainly led to believe tl1at these five 
b:ranc·h railroads would not cost more 
tha.n $4,000,000. Tl1e 11on. membe,r 
for St·. John's East, a,s I have said, 
Sir, contended that they would cost 
seven million. Now that is a great 

disc·repancy in fig·ures, and it see111s , 
to be admitted by all s-ides, tl1at a.n 
error was made on botl1 sides of. tl1e 
I-Ioi1se as to tl1e' extent in n1ilea,g·e of 
these five branche1s. It has bee11 
said here that Sir Robert Bond in his 
l\1anifesto to tl1e country in 1909 

stated• that tl1e n1ileage of tl1ese con
templated ·roads would be 192 miles. 
Another great authority was c1uoted 
here,-tl1e Hon. John ... L\.nderson, a11d 

~ • 

-

11e was ciuoted as being a f.inancie,r or 
a man sufficiently well ve,rsed in fi
nance, to be able to advise on tl1ese 
matters, and it was state,d tl1at his 
figures or estimate· of the mileage of 
tl1ese road,s was t-vvo 11t1_1dred miles. 
But tl1ese were merely estimates~ 

practically straigl1t lines d1ra,v11 011 the 
map, lines from a ,given point to an
otl1er g-iven point, in (some, c·ases as 
tl1e c·row flies, 'f.or tl1e purpo.se of 
rougl1ly estimating wl1at the, dtstance 
would be. When the Government how
e\rer, came down to the House, in 1910 
witl1 this. Railway Co11t,rract for its a,p
proval it \v .. a.s stated that the mileage 
would not exceed 250 miles, and on 
tl1at the calculations -v·vere b.ased. We 
now find tl1at tl1e milea.ge, will be near
er 250! rr1iles., and he11ce it is, tl1at we 
a1·e to-day asked to vote authority to 
raise an additional Joan of $2,000,000 
The Rt. hon. the Premier thi.s after-
11oon stated that when 11e, sa,id t\vo 
)rears ago tl1at these brancl1 lines 
would not cost more tl1an $4,000,000 11e 
n1eant they would only cost four mil
lions to construct; and dic1 not inclt1de 
in that estimate tl1e rig·l1t o: way o..nc1 . 
necessa-ry fencing as well as stations, 
and tl1at he a,t that time l~new th.at 
instead of costing· $15,000 a, mile to 
construct and eqU-ip tl1e co,st of the 
road wot1ld be nearer $18,000 a n1ile. 
Well Mr. Chairm.an, if tl1e Rt. Hon. 
g·entleman at t11at time kne\V tl1at 
tl1e construction and ec1uip111e11t of 
tl1ese branch lines would, cost $18,000 
a n1ile why did lie come down 11ere and 
take a vote to ra.is.c four, millions. 

Why did he not come in then a11d asl{ 
for six million dollars i11stead of com
ing ·down to-day and aslcing for an ad
di tio11al loan of two n1illion. That po
sition ha,s not been explained altl1ougl1 
the Rt. Hon. the PremieT· lrr1ew that 
it was g'oing to ·cost more than $15,000 
per mile for a mileage of 250 miles. 
\Vl1y did 11e not ask for a sum suffi-
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cient to construct the road and equip 
it with statio11s, fences and sno~\X, 

' 

fences? Now, Sir, I submit also tl1at in 
·Coming in toda.y and a.sking for this 
additional authority to rr.aise an ad,diJ 
tional loan of two millions we sl1ould 
have been furnished with some better 
authority and some better estimates 
tl1an those whicl1 "\Vere furnisl1ei us 
by the Rt. I-Ion. tl1e Prime Ministe: . 
The Government Engineer 11as 11ad con 
siderable experience now in railroad 
construction in tl1is country; and 
we oug'l1t to 11ave laid be:o~·e us to
night a statement ove· ~· 11is .signatt1re 
as to wl1at he thoug·ht would be a suf
ficient sum of money to complete 
tl1ose roa.ds. I do not i)ropose to 
make 2 ... ny comment at tl1e present mo
ment on the c1uestio11 of the railroad 
policy. We are committed to it now 
and 11ave to carry out that policy. We 
have to carry out tl1at contract-a con
tract solemnly entered into between 
this colony and tl1e Reid Nfld. Corn-

pany; and vie 11ave to live up to the 
letter of that contract; and it is not 
for us to come in 11ere to-11igl1t :tnd 

disct1ss its merits or deme·rits; but ot1r 
duty is to find tl1e necessary funds 
for the purpose of carrying out our 
part, and for aJrriving at an estimate 
as to what a.mount is necessary to 
fully complete and ec1uip tl1ese b:::.a.ncl1 
lines in every particular. However, 
Sir, we have only to deal witl1 what 
is before the Hou.se, and we 11a ve to 
make the best of the statements tl1at 
are bef.ore· us. Now I do not agree· 

\Vi th the Premier's estimate. I sup
pose I have· as much right to ma.ke an 
estimate upon tl1i.s .subject as tl1e Rt. 
Hon. tl1e Pr·emier, or any otl1er mem
ber; while at tl1e .same time I would 
not pretend to back my estim.ate 
against the estimate of an expert, O:-.'.' 

the esti1nate. of a 1r:ailway en,gineer 
having experience in railroad con
struction and\ equip1ne11t in tl1i.s Col-

ony. Tl1e Pren1ier told ·us tl1is after
noon, Si:t, that 11e estimated,-and he 
g·ave it as 11is own estimate-tl1at the 
completion of tl1ese se,.reral brancl1es 
of 1railroad, would cost altogether, in
cluding right of way, stations :.erices 
and everytl1ing else $5,7 48,000 and he 
ba.sed 11is estimate on the assumptio11 
tl1at tl1ey \VOUld 11ave to construct al
togetl1er 343 miles. That numbe1

: of 

iniles at 15,000 a i11ile would be 5,145,-

000. Tl1en 11e went on to estin1ate the 
cost of tl1ree of these bra11che·s; Bon· 
avista, Trepassey and Grate's Cove to 
Hea,rt's Content branches. He .said the 
rl'gl1t of way so fa.r 11ad cost a thou
sand dollars a1 mile. Now at these fi
gures. the rig·l1t of way for the1se. bran
cl1es would1 cost $275,000. I would like 
to believe tl1ose fi.gures, and would 
like to feel tha.t they are correct. But 
I cannot believe tl1at tl1ey are correct, 
because I find in looking ove·r the in
formation I have be:ore. me-tabled in 
tl1is House in creply to a question
tl1a.t tl1e rig·ht of way up to the· p·r'esent 
l1as cost $195,000 materi3ls and extras 
have cost $271,000. In otl1er words) 
¥1e 11ave up, to tl1e p:-esent time spent 
$466,000, as against $275,000 estimated 
by tl1e P~r·en1ie::.·. I am taking thi.s from 
fig·ures tabled in this I-Io11se. 

RT. HON PRIME rVllNISTER-I 'vill 
give you tl1e official figures. 

MR. CLIFT-I wo11l~ be very grate· 
ful, I am a11xious to know wl1at it is 
going to cost. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-I 

g·a \re the ·cost of tl1e only brancl1 com
pleted. It stated that the 88. miles 
to Bonavista averaged $1000 a mile 
for the rig·h t of \Vay. 

rv1R. CLIFT·-! 11ave no means of se-
parating· tl1e figures C'o~"' Bona vista 
from the other figures. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-

There are no otl1er branches com-
pleted 

MR. CL I F~T-I am talking of the to-

' / 
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tal expendi ture.8 and in tl1a t way es
timating '\\rhat the total expenditur.e 
will be before the c·ompletion of the 
work. Now, Sir, at the present tin1e 
the ·department,, according to tl1is. de
tailed statement, paid in award.s, f.ee,s 
etc., $195,000 on acc·ount of the right 
of w,ay. That is for the Bona vista 
Br.an.c·h. T!re.passey B,r:anch and 
Heart's Content Branch. 

RT· HON PRIME MINISTER-What 

·mileage do· you allow? 
MR. CL I FT-150 mile.s. 
HON. MIN-ISTER MINANCE-It is 

205 miles. 

MR. CLIFT-I am talktng: of c-on-
struction llP to d.ate,' Bonavista, 88 
mile·s; Trepa;ssey 60; that is 148 
miles, I .am ·Calling it 150 miles. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINIS,TER.-

The right of way i.s purcha.se·d ahead 
ot; tha, ·point -0f actual con.struction. 

MR. CLIFT-I am only taking tl1e 
figu1res ~s I find them. I am only cal-

' culating, on the 150 mile:s that have 
been constructed. As. I have sta.te·d 
the cost of :rig·ht of way, materials 
extras etc., up to the present 11as 
been $466,000. There 11ave been 150 
mile.s constructed. That leaves 200 
to build, and assuming that the re-
maining· 200 c·ost at the s.a.me1 rate as 
the 150 already constructe:d . . I esti
mate the !r'ight of w.ay alone will cost 
$450,000. I take the stations and 
snow fences, and additional rolling 
stock at th-e f.igures. given b-y tl1e Pre
mi,er, $-330,000. Now, I do not think 
tha;t that sum will cover the cost of 
thes.e work.§; more· ,particula;r'ly rolling 
stock and stations, because on b·ranch 
lines such as we l1ave under· c·onstruc
tion the:re will be considerably more 
rolling stock than on the trunk line ; 
and also c·onsid·era.bly more .station.s. 
However, I will take, th·e·se· figu;r.es as 
the Premier gave them, and you will 
fin·d Mr. Ch.airman, these itemis that I 
h~ve estimated will cost in all $6 ,-

496,000, or in round: figures: $6,500,000, 
whilst the previou.s loan wl1ich we 
have raised and the· loan we are 
about · to :raise will bring $5,535,582. 
The proceeds. of the first loan were 
$3,690,388. 85 a.net if: the present loan 
of $2,000,000 is: e,stimate·d at the 
same· rate1 then y.ou w.ill have· $1,845>-
194.92 or a total of $5,535,583. 77, so 
tl1at the total cost of our five bran·c.hes 
will be about $960,000 over and above 
the c·ontemplate·d a .mount. In other 
wo·.:rds after you raise your loan of two 
million ·dollars. and after these b·ranch 
railroad are constructed and equipped 
and finished with_ the, stations, snow 
fences, rolling· stock, you will at the 
lowest calc·ulation have to come in to 
this. House and ask for another mil
lion doll~rs. to com,plete the· work. 
Now, M·r. Chairm,an, plea,se ·do not 
misunderstand me. I may be entirely 
wrong in those fig·ur·es, and I do not 
think we ought .as1 members of this 
Committee· to be asked to· vote for 
these figure·s, or vote upon these esti
mates a.s to the cost of the comple
tion of these road.s. vvl1en it ought be 
possible to get a cor,rect statement or 
estim.ate fr·om the1 Government E·n.g'in-
eer. I do not propose Mr. Cl1air~ 

man, to ·reply to observations that 
we·re made he1r:e1 by tl1e· Premier or 

.. 

the Mini.ster of Finance in relation to 
these Resolutions, other than what I 
haJTe said with regar{d to th.e, figu·re·S 
as tl1ey appear to· me. Both th·ese 
gentlemen have ·defended th.e position 
that they, 11ave taken on this railroad 
question, and on othe1r· questions or 
the g.e·nera.11 policy of the Government 
and have thoug·ht it fit to make, re
marks whicl1 "\Vere not at all compl1-
1nentary to tl101se "\Vho have the mls
fortun.e, :if I may so ter1n it, to be on 
tl1is1 sj de1 of the House. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-
,\ 

Good fortune·. 
MR. CLIFT-Perhaps it is good for;. 

' 
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tur1e, beca11se I know that "uneasy lie.s 
the 11ea.d1 that "\Vears. a ·c,rown." I have 
not tl1e .sligJ1 test desire to change 
places. with any hon. n1embe~ in tl1is 
I-Iou.se a.t the pre.Rent moment. The 
criticisms that we·re mad.e by tl1e Hon. 
member who! si.ts' on miy left were~ made 

by 11im "rithout a11y feeling of bitter
nes·s I am sure. He critici.s.ed the 
measure, he criticised 'tl1e, contract 
and 11e · refer:r:ed! to statem.ents 11,e 
inade two years ago when tl1is meas
ure was befor'e· tl1e· House, and did it 
without a11y re.flection on. me1nber.s ofi 
the House. 'lv e· l1ave a.s much intere.st 
in this. railroad leg.i,slation and in all 
othet: legislation that comes before 
thi.s. Hous·e as a.ny .of the members of 
it. vVe· inay not 11ave to take· the 
,same responsibility of the measure· as 
members of tl1e Government, but nev
erthe1e1s,s so·me responsib.ility rests 
with us a.s with otl1er m.embers. \Ve 
a re frequently told by the· othe1r side 

that the· ·Government courts, tl1e clos
e.st criticism for all their acts, a.nd 
every time we beg·in to criticise, even 
in the mildest terms, we a~re c.h.arged 
with bitterness. There\ has. been b1it
tern.es.s in the pa,st in the ·debate·s of 
this House, but I think that the time 
has. now c·ome. wl1en me1nbers should 
be able to .get up and expre.s,s. their 
opi11ions upon the. vario·us. subjects 
brought before· them in ·discus,sion 
without i_nd1ulging in pe,.r.s.onalitie·s. I 
do not ac·cusel one side mor e tl1an the 
oth·er, but I say it ts· a. ,gr--eat pity for 
the hon.our and ·dignity of this, House, 
that we ·cannot at times ·d,i,sc·uss mat-

-

ter,s upon whic,h we: are calle:d to ex-
pre·ss .an opinion without forgetting 
'\\rhom we represent. A membe·r of 

this House ha.s, a g:rave re·spon.sibili
ty thrust upon bjm. He j ,s. here to re
p·resen t not the· partiicula.r ·district for: 
which he wa1s elected, but the country, 
-not our·selves and not our districts 1- · 

and if we, can, lool\: a.t the various 

, ~ 

matters th.at come before the House 
. . 

f;rom th~t .standpoint ai1d from that 
. . . , . 
' - ' ... . 

stand.paint alone, I thi.nk our de·ba.tes . 
. , ' 

.as a rule will be fraugl1t . with more _ . . 
gene:ral good in the .intei,es~s .of the 
country and every body . connected 
witl1 it. I shall be very glad in.d.eed, 
Sir, if the Rt. Hon. the P1rime M.in'is"" 
ter can convince· me to-night .. that 
tl1e cos1t of equipme·nt of these several 
railroads with . the ne·c.essary stations, · 
pie·:i:'.s1, wha.rves, etc., can be · construct~ 

ed and obtained· at tl1e co.st of 6 mil~ 

lion dollars. 
RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.~Mr; 

Chairman, just one word in reply · to 
tl1e very fair and reasonable criticism , 
of tl1e Hon. n1ember. In relation ·to ' 
vvhat he said last of all, I do· not think 
tl1ere can be an.Y questio~ whatever, · 
but ithat one and all in this commit- · 
tee will agree with him that ' it is a 
niatter of regret that better temper · 

. . 

cannot alw-ays be expected from meni~ 
I 

bers in tl1is House towards each 
other than is sometimes shown. It is · · 
a fault that belongs to both sides of 
the House, and I suppose "\Ve are all 
equa.lly to bla.me. But tl1ere· is .such 
a thing as n1istal{ing earnestness for 
ill-temper and . ~the use of ' · '\vords 

, . 
vvl1ich, althot1gh they may · appear 
strong, are nevertheless· not intended 
to be in any vvay off eiisive. He refer
red in his remarl{S to the· fact that 
statements were made ithis afternoon 
by both g·entle1nen who defended 

these figures, and '?ther questio~s of 
policy whicl1 vvere inere · 1)ersonalities. 
Well, Sir, speaking for myself, I do 
n9t think tha1t I made any remarks . 
even savouring of personality, and I 
certainly never ,so intendeq any of 
iny remarks. And 1if I ever said any
thi.ng· in reply,it w.as never intended to 
reflect upon the personal 11onour or 
integrity of any men1ber of the other 
side. I have been in rthis House for 
27 years without a break, and I never 

' 
on one occasion used any language 

.. 
.I, - <' , -. 

' l 

. ' . 

, . 

, . 
' ' -
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vvhich necessit~ted iny having to ap
ologize. I have never had any words 
of mine taken do"\vn by the Clerk. I 
may at times have used "'\vords whicl1, 
on another occasion, I \Vould not use, 
but it was al"'\vays when acting on the 
defence. No,v, Mr. Chairman, the 

Hon. member who has just sat do"'\vn 
said that he 11ad hoped that some
thing more definite would have been 
given to the Committee before calling 
upon them to vote for this additional 
loa11. I do not lrno"'\v what state
ments or figures can be supplied to 
tl1e Co1nmittee beyond that I supplied 
this afternoo11. I have informed the 
Committee of tl1e details of the 
branches within a foot. I pointed out 
that the Bonavista Branch represents 
88 i;niles, the surveys to Trepassey 
102 miles, the survey to Grate's Cove 
represents 85 miles, that the line to 
Fortune Bay when completed will be 
43 miles., an·d that the one to Bonne 
Bay will be about 26 miles, making a 
total of about 340 miles. On that 
mileage at $15,000 a mile, the cost of 
the line "'\Vill be $5,145,000. Then I 
pointe!l out that the right of ,v·ay on 
the Bonavista Branch had cost some
thing in the neighbot1rhood of $87,000 _ 

or $1,000 a mile. And 011 that fig·ure, 
according to the Gover11menl Engi
neer-I quot~ him as i11y at1thority
there will be 275 n1iles of right of 
way to be paid for, leaving out the 
other two branches. This amounts to 
$275,000 for the right of wa.y. He tl1en 
stated that up to itlJ.e present, vve had 
paid $195,000 for the right of vvay. , ' 

The statement from which he took 
those fig11res is not a fair estin1ate, be
cause tl1ait represents us as l1aving 
paid $195,000 to date for the tl1ree 
branches, Bonavista, Heart's Content 
and Trer:;~sse)r. Tl1at is not a fair 
estimate, because il1at migl1t sl10"'\v rtl1e 
cost as more than $1,000 per mile, for 
it will be found that after the Branch 
to T·repassey leaves the last settle-

• 

ment on the shore, it runs across the 
.1 . 
• 

barre11s and "'\voods to Trepassey for 
a distance of nearly 30 miles, and the 
right of way there will not cost one 
cent. lit will be found that tl1e cost 
per mile on that branch or any other 
branch vvill not cost n1ore than $1,-
000 per mile, the same as on tl1e 
Bonavista Branch, so that on that 
point there can be very liittle differ
ence of opinion as to tl1e cost of tho 
right of \.Vay. He tl1en \vent on to 
point out that the additional esti111n.te 
for extra rolling stocl-\:, stations, piers, 
etc., would have to be paid for i11 ad
dition to tl1e construction price. lVIy 
reply to that was that an outsid€ fig
ure for tl1at would be about $300,000. 
I then went on to poin1t out that it 
'vas not in the interest of the Colony 
for anyone no"'\v to put any i)rice on 
these three iten1s of extra work, be
cause any estimate we malre may be 
used againsit us afterwards; but I 
pointed out that tl1ese iten1s and tl1e 
other amounts will leave a balance of 
at least $11,000 to the credit of the 
Colony after all the bills 11ave been 
paid. Speaking of mileage, lVIr. Clift 
referred again to the fact that l1is 
leader 11ad estimated 192 miles, a11d 
that I had estimated 250. I made that 
estimate three years ago, and it would 
be practically correct to-nigl1t if it 
were not for the fact tl1at \Ve have i11-
tentionally lengthened it. We migl1t 
have gone sitraigl1t to J!eart's Con
tent as orig·inally estimated. \Ve went 
around by Dildo instead to connect 
with settlements "'\Tvitl1 a populatio11 of 
5,000 people. \Ve might have go11e 
direct to Bona\rista; vve lengthenecl 
the line to tap Catalina, Trinity and 
a number of other places. Tl1e sur
v-eyed line to Trepassey sl10,~,rs 102 
miles, bt1t you could drive tl1ere 011 · 

tl1e i11ai11 li11e 75 miles-. Bl1t every set
tlen1en fron1 11ere to Trepassey is to 
11e connected. It lJenefits the \vl1ole 
district of Fcrryland, and G1at -ls--~ 

main object. And the same is true of 
tl1e other brancl1es. It vvould 11ave 

• 
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been useless to go do,vn through the 
interior and be iniles a\vay from ev
ery settlement. l\rJy original estim
ate is not astray, but we 11ave simply 
decided to lJuild more rail\·vay. The 
I-Ion. member has told us that tl1e 
contract is preposterous, but I say, 
lVIr. Chairman, and I say it without 
fear of contradiction, that this is the 
best contract that was ever made for 
railways in N e\vfoundland. It ·is g·ood 
for the country, good for rthe labour
ing· man, and the best proof of it is 
going to be the great development. 
The contractor 11as taken tl1e branch
es and is going to operate the1n for 
40 years practically free. We give 
him land, but the land is less per inile 
than was given him under the old con
tract. And for that he is going to op
erate tl1ese branches in addition to 
tl1e main line for 40 years. What has 
been ot1r experience in relation to that 
land? In '98, wl1en tl1e contractor had 
finisl1ed tl1e line to Port aux Basques 
a11d had paclced 11is bag and was go
ing a\vay, the Government of that day 
looked about for a way by 'vhich they 
\'.rould be relieved of the cost of 01Jer
ating ithat rail\vay for the next 50 
~years. W c 11ad lJt1ilt a railv1ay; and 
it \vas 11eroic on the part of 220,000 
1)eople to build a rail"\vay for 600 miles 
-an act tl1at was not appreciated as 
much as it should be. Tl1e·re was our 
Rail\vay, and rto operate it \Vot1ld 
n1ean a very large loss to the Colony. 
vVe turned to tl1e Contractor. He said 
I vvill operate your railway for 50 
years free. I do not want a dollar for 
it. But I will talte land that is of i10 
use to you, and will be of no value rto 
me unless I make it valuable to you 
and the country; land that I cannot 
talce a "ray. And I \Vill talte on eacl1 
side of the rail\vay ~lternate blocl::s 
with yourselves. V.1 e ag·reed, Everyona 
ltnow.S' the furore tl1at followed, tl1e 
petitions that we·~~ e ha.wked round tl1e 
cot1ntry, the misrepresentation that 
was practised, hovv the people \Vere 

g·rossly deceiv.,.ed, 110\v they \Vere told 
that vve \Vere giving a"\vay their grave
yards to Reid. Petitions were sent 
in, begging· tl1e Governn1ent of that 
day not to sell the graveyards to 
Reid! He vvas given every al1ternate 
block on each side of tl1e rail\vay; and 
to-day, 15 years after, there is not one 
of the blocks settled. That is a test 
of the earning power of the lands as 
an asset to the Reid-Newfoundland 
Company. And rto-day you can have 
any l)iece of that land you want, if 
:7ou \V ill settle on it. Every agricul
turist that is settled on those lands 
is a feeder to the rail\vay. Anyone 
that wants them can 11ave them to
morro\\r, a11d I wish they . were all 
taken up. And i1ow he is building the 
five branches for land which he can
not 111alce valuable to hi1nself with
ot1t inal{ing it vall1able to us. What 
g·cod is it to him or to the country un
til it is settled? A11d what could be 
better for tl1e country tl1an to have it 
settled? And then, \Vhen you try to 
settle some of it or give it away, rto 
11a -~le it settled, you are told that you 
are giving n;\vay the col1ntr-y-. \Vhen 
\Ve 11ad built tl1e mai11 line, \Vl1icl1 
cost $7,000,000, ,·ve gave 11im a lease 
for 50 years. Tl13n tl1e Gover11n1ent 
of that day sold lii111 tl1e reversion of 
it for a million clollars. vVhat differ
ence did tl1at m~lre to tl1e cot1ntry? 
\Vhat difference \vould it malte to a 
man to-day if he 11ad a horse and car
riage that cost $1,000 and l1e could 
get any one to buy that horse and 
carriage from 11im for $5, and feed 
the horse and keep the carriage and 
let him ride in it for the i1ext 50 
years? That is tl1e position in a nl1t
shell. The Reid Con1pany is feeding 

the horse and repairi11g tl1e carriage, 
and we can ride in it for 50 years as 
cheap as if \Ve had it ourselves. But 
there is another aspect that n1ust not 
be lost sight of; I referred to it tl1is 
evening. I repeat it because it is im
portant that tl1e whole col1ntry shot1ld 
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know it. It is this. Whe11 the fiv e 
branch lines are built and finished, 
whether they cost 6 millions or 7 m il
lions, \Ve have found the interest t o 
pay for them, without taxing the peo
ple of tl1is country 011e cent. W e 
might have increased taxation a s oth
er Governments have done, a nd saicl 
to 1the country, if you want Br ancl1 
Railvvays you must have them and yot1 
must pay for them; a:J?-d we have got 
to tax you. Yot1 have asked for r a il
ways, and }rou will have to fin d $210,-
000 for interest on t l1em. vVe hav e 
i1ot done that. We have got Bell Is
land ito pay us $100,000 t owarcls it, and 
we 11ave incr eased the revenue of t he 
Cro\vn La11ds Department from. $50,-
000 to $190,000. These two additions 
alone, not to t a lk of others, will l)a y 
the interest on the whole $6 ,000,000 or 
$7,000,000; and in addition we have 

l 

rthe value to the country of the large 
proportion of tl1e money spent 011 
construction, and the large expendi
ture which will take place in the 01) 

eration. And \Ve said to the con t r a c
tor, every locomotive, every car, ev
erything for rthe railway must be 
made in this country. \Ve mt1st not 
send a way for them. If anyone 11ad 
said ten years ago that we were going 
to build locomotives here tl1ey \VOt1ld 
have been laughed at. But t~ey would 
have believed in a Fog Free Zone! Go 
un to rthe works there, a n d see t h e 500 

~ 

men g·oing home to their dinner w ith 
sn1iles on their faces. Those m en a re 
Jeft at home vvitl1 their families, 
".'.: ~1ere otherwise they vvoulcl be work
ing undergrqund in the m ines of Nova 
Scotia. Nothing 11as been le ft undone 
to make rthis contract perfect, and if 
any warmth is excited in the discus
sion of it, it is warmth which can be 
justified and excused, because it is 
born of earnest belief and faith in t he 
future of the country. And this meas
ure rthat we have before us is destined 
to improve that future. 

MR. KENT.-Mr. Chairman, just 
.\ • 

a fe\v \vords regarding \vhat the Prem
ier 11as said. I quoted this afternoon 
t h e position from \vl1ich I viewed the 
proposal no\v before tl1e Committee, 
a11d I do not intend t o r epeat the ar
g11n1ents \7'vl1ich I then used . I was not 
av--:.rare tl1at anything I sa id during the 
discussion could have t he slightest 
per sonal reflection on the ·Pren1fer or 
2,llY of l1is colleagues. I said we . 
''vould probably hear fro1n tl1e Prem-
ier a s1Jeech -vvl1ich 've had heard be
fore. I leave it to rthe Hou se and to 
this Committee to say wl1etl1er I 11ave 
been l:;or11c out by the fact s. He re
peatecl vvhat 11e said this after noon and 
last night and tho i1ight before. I am 
told I saic1 tl1at the con t ract ratified 
11ere tY'TO years ag·o \Vas preposterot1s. 
I did, a11d l believe it is pr e1)osterous. 
We are not dealing n o\V with the last 
request that ,-vill be m ade to this 
House for money· to ca r ry out the ob
ligations of tl1at c011tract. We have 
obiigations t1nder it that \Ve cannot 
sl1irlr. Tl1ey are binding 011 us in hon
our and i11 la\v, and \Ve hav e to carry 
t hem cut. \Ve have been inforn1ed on 
a pre~vious occasion tl1at these branch 
lines W8t1ld cost $4,000,000, and now 
\Ve have a further request for $2,000,-
000. \Ve asked that in formation 
should be la5d before the Con1mittee 
to enable the111 to judge of t h e man11er 
i11 \Vhich tl1e previot1s $4,000,000 has 
been expended, and that \vould satis
fy them that the· otl1er t \vo millions is 
r equired for the pt1rpose of completing 
this co11tract, arid tl1at it is necessary 
t o go into the markets fer t his money. 
T h e Premier told us t l1is aft ernoon 
that at that 1ti1ne 11e lJelie·ved that $4,-
000,000 would suffice t o com plete the 
rail\.vay, bt1t no\v tl1ey are adding n1ore 
mileage to the contract as origi11ally 
planned. Does the Prime l\/Iinister 
\visl1 to understan d that when he was 
m a king his calculations for spending 
m illions of dollars he did not l{novv 
even then \Vhat route the lines were 
going to take? Did he n ot know those 

• 
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settlements were there then? Did 11e 
i1ot kno"\v the line would have to tap 
them? Does not that justify tl1e cri~ 

ticism offered here two years ago, 
that the contract should not be en-, 

tered into without proper st1rveys? 
Public surveyors should have been 
sent down; a route should have been 
fixed. They had the whole summer 
of 19U9 to make that survey, and to 
decide whether they would construct 
the · line as the ar,row flies or tap 
the various. settlements along its. 
course. I see that the Bonavista 
line has been opened to traffic. Does 
that mean that the Bonavista con
tract is closed? 

HON. THE PREMIER.-No. .. 
MR. KENT .-At the C()mple·tion of 

each of the Branch Railways afore
said, the contractor shall also supply 
and construct, subject to the condi
tions a11d 1restrictions of this clause, 
all rolling stock, rtools, n1acl1inery, 
coal sheds, engine sheds, workshops, 
and tt1rn-tables as the Government 
may require. Have all these items 
for the Bona vista line been st1pplied? 
I should also like to know, Sir, wheth
er in relation to tl1e Bonavista line, 
an estimaite for valuation has been 
made of the proportionate share of 
the rolling stock, that would be paid 
for 011 the basis of the 1893 contract 
and the full equipment of the line for 
efficient and complete service, and 

/ 

vvhetl1er the difference between these 
two items 11a,s been ascertained and 
fixed as between the Contractor and 
the Govern111ent. These are the items, 
Sir, as I poin1ted out this afternoon, 
"\Vhich are the uncertain elements in 
this contract. We have no informa
tion before us upon which to base an 
opinio11, and we can only look back to 
wl1at these various items have cost 
us in the past. We are told, Sir, rthat 
vve are not to go into these questions 
for fear it may prejudice the inter
ests of the Colony. Why, Sir, no dis- · 
cussion that takes place here can in 

any way prejudice tl1e interests of 
the Colony. No expression of opin
ion regarding this matter by the 
Prime Minister or by anybody~ elsu 
in this Hot1se can in any way .affect 
tl1e o blig·a tions or rig·h ts· of, the· Colon]' 
u11der the contract. As I pointed ou·t 
this afternoon, the cot1ntry has had to 
pay, under the 1898 and 1901 con·· 
tracts abot1t one a,nd a half million 
doilars, vvith clairrrs still ct1tstanding; 
and, Sir, these sections are n1ore com·· 
prehensive than the similar sections in 
the other contracts. In my opinion 
therefore, Sir, this contract, instead 
of being an advantag·eous one for the 
CoJcny, is one vvhicl1 is going to in
volve us in a much larger expendi
ture than the people of the country 
believed when they . a11thorized thfi 
building cf these railways. The con, 
t r actcr does not take the risk of th<' 
increased cost of material, becausc1 
you 1,vill notice that under section 3(\ 

of the Contract the estimated value of~ 
the rolling stock under tl1e 1893 con .. 
tract is to be <led ucted from the ac
tual outlay t1r1der the present con
tract rind the difference is to be made 
up in ino·ney. In other worp.s, the Col-, 
ony is to take the risk of all increases 

r 

in the cost of n1a1tcrial; the contractor 
takes no risk what'2ver in this respect. 
He takes the ris l: of laying dow11 the 
r oatl-bed, $15,000 a mile, but he takes 
no risk ·vvhatever regarding the roll
i11g stock and other equipment men
rtioned in these sections. This is not 
the time, Sir, to discuss the operating 
contract. We discussed that t-vvo years 
ago, and it is now law, and nothing 
that we can say is going to remove 
Ollr obligations under that contract. 
The present discussion upon this loan 
bill is simply for the pt1rpose of defin
i11g ot1r position as nec:.rly as vve r:os
sibly ca11 vvith the meagre i11forma
tion 1,vhich is before us. We should 
have 11ere this eveni11g, Sir, a full and 
detailed report by the Government En
gines r·, and then \.,.vo \Vould knovv ex-

• 
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actly what mileage is finisl1ed, ,~vhat 

right of way 11as been acquired, and 
an estin1ate of the rolling steel{ and 
other equip111ent-statio11s, \vharves, 
piers, etc. We 11ave· g·ot no such infor
matior1, though I think it is due to the 
Comn1ittee that tl1e Minister of Fin
ance, when he was introducing these 
resolutions, should have been prepar
ed with such information. ~t\..s I have -
·said before, Sir, our obligations a.re 
fixed. We are voting· this loan unde-r 
the sense of our contractual obliga
tions to the co11tractor. It is not open 

' ' 
to us now to refuse any money that 
is required to carry out these obliga
tions; but I think that the Commit
tee has not been supplied v\rith the 
information \Vl1ich "\Vas due to them, 
and I thinlr rthat the Minister of Fin
ance should 11a ve furnished the par
ticulars to which I have referred. 

RT. 1-1 0 N p R I r./i E M I N I s TE R .-Mr. 

Chai1rma.n, just a wor·d in 1reply to tl1e 
hon. member. Regarding the question 
of the amount, I .stated tl1is evening· 
that i11 my opinion $300,000 for1 equip
m,ent, .acc.ommodatl.on, rolling stock, 
fencing·, snow fencing, and all that 
sort of thing, for the 340 miles, would 
be the outsi.de1 figure. The 11on. mem· 
ber has just .. state.d that the 1898 ,and 
1901 contrac.ts have cost the ·80lony 
about a mdllion dollars. That is not 
c·orrect. In the first place the arbitra
tion to \vhic.h the 11on. gentleman 
refer1r·ed did! not touch the 1901 con
tract at all . 

l\1R. KENT.-Eithe,r or both. 
RT. I? ON. PRI ~/IE ~111 N ISTE R-No, 

lJar·don me. The L.yttleton arbitration 
dealt entirely with the1 1893 contract. 

MR. KENT.-And partly with the 
1898 1c,ontract. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-Par
don me, now. The Lyttleton arbitration 
d:e.alt with a claim of the Reid Nfld. 
Co. f o~ mone.y,s. that were owe·d for 
the line o.f' T'ailway from vVl1itbourne 
to Port aux Basques, built under the 

! • 

contracts of 1893, and then for rolling 
stoclr, ec1ui.pment and accommodation 
between 1898 and 1901; in other 
words, under tl1e tl1ree co11tracts. 
Now, let us n1al{e tl1is cle.ar. L,yttleto11 
ma.de an award in favor of tl1e Reid 
Nfld. Co. o':, $960,000. Th.at was for 
rolling· ·stoclr, equipment and accom
modation, snow fencing·, stations, a.nd 
everything· outside tl1e co11tr,act con
struction price. Tl1at only worl{ed 
ot1t at a.bout $1500 a m·ile for all the 
liability under tl1ese contracts. Now, 
I have· put it dov1n at $1,000 a mile, 
vvl1icl1 I reg·ard as an outside figure. 
Notl1ing· tl1at \Ve say 11ere, the 11011. 
g~ntle111an says, can prejudic.e tl1e 
colony in relation to tl1e,se various 
items. I quite agree with 11im, from 
11e standpoint of evidence, but \Vhat 
[ said tl1is eveni11g \Vas tl1is: · That ·I 
do not tl1iink it is in tl1e interest of the 
colony to con1e in 11ere witl1 a . d'e-
tailed statement-to put a price on 
stations, rolling· stock, fence 3 and 
everything· else. I made, 110\vever, 
\Vhat I believe to be a conservative 
and fair esti111ate, namely, $300,000 
under all tl1ese various 11eacls. 

f\1R. KENT.-Mr. Cl1airma11, I did 
i1ot ask tl1at prices be put on the item.s 
:tt .all; I simply asked tl1a t a state
ment be supplied showing \Vl1at \vould 
be required>--\vl1at stations, \vl1arves, 
piers, rolling· stock, a11d suc11 lil\:e, 
would be 1r,equired. That is \Vhat I 

asked. One other point. Witl1 regard 
to the arbitration. I referred to the 
1898 .and 1901 contra.cts. Now, the 
'98 contract includes the '90 and tl1e 
93 contr.acts. All were made one un-

der the contra.ct o=. 1898. It is true 
Ll1at that arbitration covered tl1e roll
\ng· stocl\: that \Vas supplied by Reid 
during the time tl1at ho o\.vned tl1e 

'-' 

railway, from 1898 ·down to 1901 when 
tt was taken back; but, Sir, tl1e roll
ing stock that was sup1)lied durdng 
Ll1at time was st1pplie1 by Reid in 
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order to completely ,a~d efficiently 
equip tl1e railway and bring· it up to 
the standard \Vl1ich the state of traf
fiic then \rec1uired; while tl1e present 
branch lines ha,re to be equipped in 
as efficient and complete a n1anner 
a.s tl1e traffic, in the condition it will 
be when the lines are in operation, 
wd.11 rec1uire. It is the same thing, Sir; 
-the difference betvlee11 Tweedledee 
and T-Ylcedledl11n. The r est1lt is the 

• 
same. Tl1e conditions perl1aps are 
s.ligl1tly ,differe11t. The amou11t of 
traffic 11as- c1eveloped and a lar.ger 
equipme.nt will be rec1uired: now than 
was required in 1898 or 1901. I merely 
want to make tl1ese explanations re
garding tl1e ma.tter s re:erred to by the· 
Prime1 Minister. 
M,~,.. Speak er res urned tl1e Cl1air'. 
The. Chairman from tl1e Committee 

reported tl1a t they had considered tl1e 
matter to the1n r ef erred ~ 11ad passed 
the Res.olutions witho11t amencln1cnt, 
and 1recommendecl the introduction of 
a Bill to ,gi\re effect to tl1e same. 

On inotion tl1is Report was :receivecl 
and adopted; the Bill was r ead a -f lrst 
tin1e; and it was ordered to be read a 
sec.and time to-morrow. 

APPROPRIATION OF LANDS BIL.111 
PuTsua11t to notice and leave grant-

. ed, Hon. Minister of Justice intro-
dt1cecl a Bill to provide for tl1e appro
pria,tion of lands for public purposes, 
\vhicl1 \Vas read a first time, and or
deredi to be read a second t11ne on 
to-morro\V. 

B.t-\.NK AlVIENDMENT BILL. 
Pursuant to notice and leave grant

ed, I-Ion. r~'.finister of Justice intro
duced a Bill to amend Act 4, Edwa:r.d 
\TII., Cap. 8, e11titlecl "An Act repect
t11g Banks," \Vl1ich was read a, first 
time,and ordered to be1 r ead a second 
t : 1~10 on tc-morro\v. 

SUPPLY. 
Pt1rs11ant to o,~~ der and on motion o ~. 

Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus-

to111s, tl1e House resolved itself into 
Con1mittee of the Whole to c.ons.ider 
cer tain Resolutions in Suppily. 

Mr. Spealrer left tl1e Chair. 
lVIr. Pa:T so11s tcok the· Chair of 

Com1nitttee. 
Mr. Speaker resume.d1 the Chair. 
The Cl1air111an 1f,rom tl1e ,con1mittee 

reported that they l1ad conside:red tl12 
matter ·r·eferre·d; h.ad pa.ss.ed certain 
resolutions, and asked leave to sit 

• aga.in. 
On mo1tion this, Report was received 

and adiopted; and it was ordered that 
tl1e co1nmittee have leave to sit aga.in 
on to-morrow. 

l\/fUNICIPAL BILL·. 
Pu,rsuant to orider and on motion 

of Rt. Ho·n. the Pr-ime Minister, the 
Bill "An Act further to amend 'The 
Municipal Act, 1902,'" was read a 
third time and passed; and it wa,s 
or·dered that 'it ·be engr·ossed, being 
entitled: as above, and that 'it be sent 
to tl1e Legislative Council with a me.s
sage rec1uesting· tl1e ·concurrence of 
tl1at body in its prov.isions. 
vVEIGHTS AND MENASURES BIL1L. 

Pursuant to order and on motion o: 
Rt. Hon. tl1e P·r,ime Mi11i.ster, the 
a.mendments. made by the L1egislativ·e 
Council i11 a11cl upo11 the Bill sent up 
from tl1is House entitled "Of Weigl1ts 
and Measures and tl1e Inspection of 
L.umber" were read a sec.ond time and 
concuTred in; anc1 it v1a,s ordered tl1at 
a messa.ge be sent to the L·egislative 
Col1ncil acqua.inting· that body that tl1e 
House of Assembly had passed tl1e 
said amendments \v·ithout amendment. 

CUSTOMS BILL. 
Pu,rsuant to o·r 1der and on motion of 

~ 

I-Ion. Minister o~, Finance and· Cus-
toms, the Hol1se resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
thei B'ill to amend "The1 Custon1s Act, ' 
1898." 

Mr. Spe.aker left the Cl1air. 
Mr. Howley took the Chair of 
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Committtee. 

The Chairman 1resumed tl1e Cl1ai::. 
The Chairman. from tl1e Committee 

reported that they 11ad considered the 

matter to tl1en1 ·refer1r ed, a11d 11ad pass
ed tl1e Bill without amendme11t. 

Mr. Kent gave Notice of Questio11. 

It \Vas moved and seconded that . 
when the House rises it adjot1rn until 
to-morro,i\T, Wednesday, March 27th, at 
ithree of the clock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord-
On motion tl1is" report was received ing·ly. 

and adopted, and it was ordered tl1at 
the Bill be read a tl1ircl tin1e on to-
morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of , 

the Hon. Ministe·r of Justice, tl1e 
House resolved itself into Committee 
.jf the Whole to· consider tl1e "Bill to 
amend tl1e Act 10, · E·d. VII., Cap. 4." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Sc1uires took the. Cl1air of 

Committee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e Chair. 

Tl1e· Chairn1an frorn tl1e Committee 
·reported that tl1ey had considered tl1e 
matter to them ref e rred; and 11acl 
passed; the Bill witl1out amendment. 

On motion this Report was recei·v
ed and adopted; .and it vvas ordered 
that tl1e Bill be 1rea.d· a third time on 
to-mor1row. 

GRAND BANK HR. BIL.L·. 
Pursuant to order and on inotion of 

the Hon. Minister of Justice, the 
House resolved into Committee of the 
Whole on tl1e Bill to ame11d the Act 
2, Edwa.rd. VII.," Cap. 14, entitled "A11 
A.ct respecting the control and man
ag·e1nen t o.f tl1e Ha·rbour of Grand 
B.ank." 

Mr. Speaker left the ·CI1air. 
Mr. Squires 

Comn1ittee. 
took tl1e Chair 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e Cl1ai·r. 

of 

The Chairman from the Comm·ittee 
reported that they 11ad considered tl1e 
matter to them re(erred and 11ad pass,. 
ed the Bill withot1t amendment. 
• 

On motion this Report was received 
a.11d adopted, and it was ordered that 
tl1e Bill be 1read a tl1ird time 011 to
morrow. 

• 

WEDNESDAY, Marcl1 27. 

The House met at three of the 
clock in tl1e afternoon, pur·suant to 

il . t a ~-Journmen . 
HON. COLONIAL SECRETAR~f.-

I beg· to la.y upon the table· of tl1e 
House Report of the Superinter1dent 
of Church of En,gland! Schools for 
year ending 30th June, 1911. 

PETITIONS. 

MR. DOWNEY-I beg to present a 
petition .asking that a subsidy be 
granted tl1e steamsl1ip Seal in arider 
tl1at sl1e might make Codroy a port 
of call. Codroy is so situated as to 
be entirely isolated from the railway 
service and tl1e western boats, do not 
make it a po:rt of call. I would ask 
tl1at tl1e petition be 1referred to the 
proper department. 

MR D1EVEREUX-I beg· to present 
a petition .from the inhabitants of 
Trepassey on tl1e subject of telegraph 
extension. It is signed by the cleirgy
n1an, the mag·istr.a te and several of 
the p1rominent inl1abita11ts of that 
place. Trepassey is an important fish
ing settlement, witl1 a safe I-Iarbour 
and sometimes a larg·e n·amber of 
scl1ooners a.re there and it would be 
of; g·reat advantag·e if tl1e Government 
would grant the pra,yer of tl1e petition. 
I 11ave much pleasure in supporting 
the petition and would aslr that it 
be referred to the Department of tl1e
Colonial Secretary . 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 
MIN ES-I beg to present a petitio11 
from tl1e inhabitants of St. Brendan's 
01i_ tl1e subject of a ligl1t house. 
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MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH
ERIES-I have much pleasure in pre
senting a petition f.rorn the inhal)Itants 
of Bay Roberts. ' It is a largely sign
ed petition, containing· about eight 
hu11dred sig11atures. Petitinne,rs ask 
tl1at 1the Gover~ment grant them a sum 
of money to erect a public building at 
Bay Roberts. Tl1is is a long f'elt 
necessity to tl1e town of BEi,y Roberts. 
Bay Roberts people are not behind in 
any way, and as N ewfoundla11d is 
imp1roving under the prese11t Govern
ment they consider they should not 
be left out in the cold. I tl1ink 
the same. And I ltnow that 
the, Government "\Vill take tl1is matter 
into consideration and I 11ope they 
will be able to g·rant the prayer of the 
petition. Tl1ere is a pt1blic building at 
that place at pTesent, tl1at is a Court 
House a11d Post Office, but the builcl
·i11g· is very small and does not at 
all come . up to tl1e requirements of 
tl1e people. I ha 'Fe mucl1 pleasure i11 
sup.porting· the petitio11. 

MR. PARSONS-M·r . Spealter I also 
w'ish to support tl1is petition. It is 
very larg·ely and inf1 uen ti ally signed 
b.Y some hunclred of; tl1e i11l1abitants 
of the settlements na1ned therein, and 
I hope and trust tl1a t the g·overnmen t, 
knowing that tl1e ,present building is 
totally inadec1 uate for tl1e purposes for 
which it is required, will be able to 
grant tl1e p·ray.er of the petition. 

MR. SEYMOUR-Mr. Speaker, I 
11ave g·reat ple.a.sure1 in supporting· tl1e 
pra.yer of tl1e petition. I have had 
some experience of, tl1at Post Office, 
and I must say it is a very poor kind 
of place. It .is i1ot the fault of t11e 
Post M:istres.s, the building· is abso-
1 utely ina.dequate. It is a s1nall build
ing of a,bout ten feet sciuare, anc1 in a 
place like Bay Roberts it is .absolt1tely 
inst1fficient. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-Mr. 

Speaker, I would just lil<:e to say one 

word in relation to this petition, be
ca.use as poi11ted out by the hon. in
troducer it is a1 veir}T unusual petition 
from the standpoint that being so very 
larg·ely signed, one must re.a,sonably 
conclude that it very f,a.i;rly expres1ses 
tl1e requirements of the settlements. 
I knov1 Bay Roberts very well, andi I 
know the people tl1ere. I found that 
in industry .and energy' tl1ey are diffi
cult to surpass. Fo·:r over a century 
tl1ey have been large contributor.s. to 
the revenue, a.nd for these reasons 
alone a petition fro1n tl1ese people to 
this House should have every consid
eratlo11, and I can assure the 11on. 
member on bel1alf of tl1e government 
tl1at every consid;eration will be giv'en 
it>and althoug·I1 it is d1ifficult to attend 
to all the.se matters immediately, that 
an effort will be made· to attend to 
the prayer of the petition at no ve,ry 
distant date. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY

~1·~,... Speal\:er, I ask leave to present a 
petitio11 fron1 tl1e Rev. R.H. Maddock, 
W. N. Snelgrove, J.P., and a large 
number of tl1e ·reside11ts of Catalina 
ancl Little Catalina,praying for an allo
cation for the purpose of widening and 
straigl1tening the public Toad at Cata
lina known as Church Lane. The pe
titioners, · wl10 constitute the adher
ents of, the IVIethodist Church, have 
recently~ purcl1ased a lot of la11d in 

· tl1e town of Catalina fo·r tl1e erection 
of, a new Parsonage, and they a:re de
sirous tl1at Cl1urcl1 Lane, whicl1 ex-

tends from tl1e main street at Ca.ta
lina to the Methodist School I-Iall, and 
thence to the· Parsonage, shall be 
widened and made straigl1t. It is 
pointed out ·in tl1e petition tl1at the 
l.ane has been continuously a public 
thoroughfare :for many years, and 
that its improvement will be a very 
g·reat convenience, not only to the Me
tho·dist denomination but to tl1e ,g·en
eral public. I understand that the 
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lane is in places only from tem to forwarded tl1e measure for pTesenta-
tw.elve feet wide. This certai11ly i~ tion to tl1e Ho·t1se and at tl1e request of 
most inconvenient fo·r tl1ose wl10 use my constituents, I present tl1eir hu1n
it, particularly as in the wi11ter it ble petition to thi·s House. As a peti
invariably becomes blocked witl1 tion, it is as. genuine and important as 
1snow. I have much pleasure in sup- any petition tl1at 11as been tabled in 
portin,g the prayer of the petitioners, the House this session. I make these 
and I would ask that tl1e petition be obser·vations in view of tl1e1 fact that 
received and 1referred to tl1e Depart- there 11ave been statements made 
ment of Public Works. tl1at tl1ese petitions a-re got up by tl1e 

I\~ R. SQUIRES-Mr. Speaker, I 11ave opposition and pr\esentedI by the op
mucl1 pleasure i11 supporting tl1is pe- position, and tl}at the· signatures are 
titian. The matter referred to is not not ge1111ine, and tl1at they cannot be 
one of me-rely local importance for reg·arded as prop.er petitions. All I 
althoug·h a matter of convenience to have to say about the matter is that 
the people of Catali11a and Little ·Ca- tl1e several petitions that I have pre
talina, it 'vill ne·rertlleless effect t11e sented firo1n this. institution ar:e genu
people of all tl1e surrol1nding· .settle- ine so far as I }{now. The1 .signatures 

I 

men ts. Tl1e old road is very narro"\v are g·enuine because ma.ny of them I 
and sl10.rt. It also connects v1itl1 can .absolutely voucl1 for. I ask that 
the school, and. the wideni11g of it will tl1is petition be received and obtain 
be of mucJ1 adva,ntage to tl1e pa,rents that consid;eration 'vhich its import
and child:ren. The school is a la·rge ance merits. I also beg leave· to p.re
one and a very successful one. It is sent a petition from P. H. Knigl1t and 
under tl1e superintende11ce r~f Mr. v11. other residents of the same place on 
Halfyard, and it ha.s attained g'..··eat the subject of certain ·district ap-
success in the examinations. Conse- pointme11ts; also a petition from 
c1uently rtny road improvements under tl1e residents of Shoe Cov.e on tl1e sub
(~xisting conclitio11s is a matter wl1icl1 ject of telephone communication. The 
n1e·rits the consideration of the petitioners point out tl1at telephone 
Department of Public Works. communication between Shoe Cove 

MR. CLIFT-Mr. Speaker, I beg a.ild LaScie would be of great impo·rt
lea,re to present a petition from P. H. ance in tlie conduct of business, and 
l{nig·ht and other residents. of More- they liumbly ask that that connection 
ton's Harbour in tl1e district of Twil- be n1ade as there is a tele,g1raph office 
lingate which sets out that the peti- . a,t LaScie. As I notice on the order 
tioners are o.fficers and· members of tl1e paper a motion for resolutions to pro
Fishermen's Protective Union of New- vide· fo1~ extension o.f tl1e telephone 
foundland .and asks tl1at a .genera.I el- service, I draw the attention of the 
ection be held i11 November next, and GoveTnment to this petition, and I 
states the reasons. why they make hope that they will be able to g·rant 
tl1at request. Petitions similar to tl1e prayer of this petition. I have 
this have been presented to the House mucl1 pleasure in supporting th.is 
a.nd read to the I--Iouse so that it is l)etition. 
not necessary that I sl1ould make any MR. CLAPP-Mr. Speaker, I have 
refeTence to tl1eir contention. I n1ay much plea.sure in supporting tl1e peti
say however, tl1at it is larg·elyi .signed tion from Shoe Cove aslring for tele
by tl1e residents of. tl1e locality to pl1one connection with LaScie. vVe all 
which I have referred andJ tl1ey have know tl1e g·rea.t advantage of tele.graph 
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con11nunication, and 'vitl1 a teleg"raph wl1at purpose was it b11ilt, by whom, 
office at LaScie tl1e people 'vo11ld ob- nan1es of tl1ose employed and rate of 
tain a great adva11tage. The dista.nce 
is only 31h miles and the be11efits 
derived would in ore tl1a11 l)ay for tl1e 
Olltla)'.,. . 
DESPATCH RE - TUBERCULOSIS 

HOSPITALS. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER, by 

co111n1an1 of His Exceilency tl1e Gover-
11 or,laid on tl1e table of tl1e House the 
a1)pended de,spatch to I-Iis Excellency 
from Rt. Ho11. the Secretary of State 
for tl1e Colonies:-

Dow11i11g Street, 
$(Newfoundland, 22 Feb1·t1ary, 1912. 

"No. 34. 
"Sir,-I l1a ve the l1011our to acknow

ledge the receipt of your despatch No. 
4, of the· 27tl1 of January, transmitti11g 
a copy of corresponde11ce bet,vee11 
yot1r Prime Minister and M1r. W. D . 
Ileid, on the subject of the provi1sion 
of Hospita1s for the campaign against 
'"I'uberculosis. 

'.'2. I i1eed 11ardly say tl1at I 11ave 
l-'Oted \Vitl1 sa.tisfaction tl1is proof o f 

tl1e great interest taken by M·r. vV. D. 
Reid and his bTotl1ers in the ineasur es 
on whicl1 your Ministers 11ave dec·ide{l 
witl1 a view to tl1e prevention of tl1e 
spread of Tuberculosis,, and I sl1all be 
glad to receive in due course reports 
on tl1e worl{ dor1e i11 tl1e Hospitals 
vvl1icl1 will be erected as tl1e rest1lt of 
their generous g·ift. I have the honour 
to be, Sir, 

"Your1 l1un1ble servant, 
"(Sig·ned) L. HARCOURT. 

''Gover11or', 
Sir Ralpl1 \Villi.ams, I{. C. M. G ., 

QUESTIONS. 
Mr. Kent g·ave notice of: question. 
l\lfr. Clift g·a ve notice of question . 
MR. GEAR asked the l\'Iinister of 

lVIarine and Fisheries to lay on the 
table of tl1ls House a statement show
ing· cost of Concrete Blocl{ built last 
J·ear in Marsl1all's Dock, Burin, for 

'\Vages g"iven. 
. MINISTER OF MARINE AND 

FISHERIES-M·r . Speaker, I beg to 
table the informatio11. 

MR. CL I FT asked the H-011. lVIinis

ter of Ag·ricul ture and Mines to lay on 
tl1e table a detailed statement of all 
a vvards made -for lands taken for right 
of way or other railway purposes; al

so all amounts paid !for arbitrators' 
fees and other expenses in connectio11 
tl1er:ewitl1, giving 11ames of par ties 
ancl amounts paid to each from J11ly 
last to date. 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE & 

MIN ES-This state1ne11t is being i}re
pared. 

·MR. CLAPP asked t11e Ministe1~ of 
Marine and Fisl1eries whether it is 
tl1e intentio11 ,of tl1e Government t o 
act upon t11e keport of 1V1'r . Geo1rge H . 
Badcock, tabled last } ... ear, r especting· 
the prosecution o f: tl1e lobster fishery 

011 that part of tl1e coast fron1 Curr2.nt 
Island to Pover ty Cove., St . Barbe 
District, wl1erein 11e recommends tl1e 
abolition of tl1e use of the single lob
ster pot, in accorda11ce with the wisl1-
es of tl1e lobster catcl1ers in that pa.rt 

of the District. 
Mlt..JISTER MARINE AND FISH

ERIES-Tl1e ma,tter is undter the con
sideration of. the Govern.lnent. 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Colonia l 
Secretary to lay on the table of tl1e 
House copy of all advertisements in 
English, Foreign or Colonial N ewspa
peir, whicl1 have been paid for out of 

funds of the C·olony, ai1d names and 
date of the paper in whicl1 they ap
pear from January 1st, 1911, to date. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY 

tabled the information requested. 
VOTE ]'ROlVI SUPPL.Y. 

The Cl1airman from t l1e Committee 
of the vVl1ole on Supply reported cer-
tain Resolutio11s, wJ1ic l1 we·r e read a. 

( 
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first time as follow1s: 
Marine and Fisl1e·ries .. $103,040. 00 
The said Resolutions being read a 

second time, it was moved tl1at the 
House concur with the Committee 
tl1erein, and tl1e said Re.solutions were 
agreed to. 

Vv,.AYS AND MEANS. 
Pursuant to order, and on motion of; 

Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus-
tomis, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Wl1ole on Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. Speake.r left the Chat~~. 

Mir. Parso11s took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

M.r. Speaker re.sumed tl1e ·Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they 11ad considerecl 
the matter to tl1em 1ref erred; had 
made some prog·r.eiss; and asked leave 
to sit again . 

On inotion tl1is Report wa.s receivec1 
and adopted; and it was ordered tl1at 
t11e Committee 11ave leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

CUSTOM'S BILL. 
Pursuant to Ord.er and on motion of 

Hon. l\t1ini1ste·r of Justice, the Bill en
titled "An Act to amend "The Cus
toms. Act, 1898," was read a third time 
a11d passed; and it was ordered to be 
engros.sed, being entitled as above, 
and that it be1 sent tt1' the Legislative 
Council witl1 a message requesting 
tl1e concu.rrence of that body in its 

• • prov1s1011s. 

PHARMACEUTICA.L· BILL_, 
Pur,suant to orde.r and on motion of . ,, 

Hon. Minister of Justice, tl1e Bill en-
titled "An Act to amend tl1e Act 10 
E·dward VII., Cap. 4" was read a 
third time and p.assed; and1 it was or
dered to b'e eng11>1ossed, ·being· entitled 
as. above, and that it be sent to tl1e 
Leg'islative Council witl1 a. inessage re
questing· tl1e concw~rence of tl1at 
Bodty in its provisions. 

GRAND BANK HR. BILL 
Pursuant to order .a.nd on motion o~ 

Hon. Minister of Justice, tl1e Bill en
titled "An Act to amend the Act 2 
Edward VII., Cap. 14, entitled "An 
Act respecting tl1e control a11d man
agement of the Harb.our of Grand· 
Bank," w.a.s read a tl1ird time and 
passed: and it was ordered to be en
grosse·d, being entitled as above, and 
that it be sent to tl1e L.egislative 
Council witl1 a message requesting tl1e 
concur.rence of tl1at body in its provi-

• 
SlOnS. 

PROMISCUOUS\ SPITTIN·G BILL,., 

Upo11 the motion of Mr. Squires 
that tl1e I:Touse -resolve itself into 
Committee o,f tl1e Whole to consider 
tl1e Bill e11title1d "An Act to prevent 
promiscuous Spitting" 

It was inoved in amendm.ent by Mr. 
Devereux, seco·nde·d by Hon. Mi11is
ter of Finance andi Customs, that the 
Bill be referred to a Select Commit
tee of the H.ouse; and tl1e question 
being put, the amendme11t was carri
ed, and Mr. Speal{er appointed tl1e 
Select Com1nittee as follows:-

M.i•. Squires, Ho·n. Minister of Jus
tice, Mr. Devereux, Hon. Minister of 
Finance and Customs, Mr. Clift, Mr. 
Earle. 

COPYRIGHT BILL-
Pursuant to notice and on motion of 

Hon. Mi11ister of Justice, tl1e House 
resolved itself into committee of tl1e 
\iVl1ole to consider "An Act to a.mend 
the law relating to Copyrig·ht , '' 

Mr. Speaker left tl1e Chait. 
Mr. Parsons took the Chaj ·r of Com· 

mittee. 
. HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.

The object of tl1is Act is to. bri11g in
to opeTation in N evvfoundJa.n·d the I1n
perial · Act passed last year, 1 & 2 
Georg·e 5, Cap. 46, dealing with tl1e 
subject of Copyrig·ht. In Nevvfound
land tl1e protection of tl1r~ rlgl1ts of tl1e 
at1thor has i1ot in the past bee11 of 
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m ucl1 ·practical importance and very 
little advantage, 11as been taken of it 
under our local Copyri.gl1t Act whicl1 
11as been in existence since 1890. In 
Great Brita.in, 11owever, the subject of 
Copyright 11as, particularly ·during re
cent years, been of g·reat national and 
intetnatio11al impo·rtance and from 
time to time during· the past century 
and a half has been tl1e subject of 
legislation. For instance in 1775 a 
general Act was passed dealing· witl1 
tl1e subject and again in 1836 ·and 1842 
and! a large number· ofl other Acts 
have from tin1e to time been passed 
dealing "vitl1 various aspects of tl1e 
question. All these Acts have now 
been repealed by tl1e Act of 1911 
wl1ich covers tl1e wl1ole subject of 
Copyri.ght in all its aspects. This Act 
is imperial and international in its 
scope and is intended to harmonize 
and adjust tl1e law relating to copy
right not only between tl1e United 
Kingdom and the Overseas Do-
minions but between Britisl1 
subjects and rSUbjects Of for-
eign count!f'ies. In tl1is connection 
I inay inention tl1at in 1886 a treaty 
was made between Great Britain, 
Fra11ce, Germany and otl1er oountries 
witl1 regard to interna.tio11al copyright 
wl1icl1 is known as the Berne Conven
tio11 1886 under which reciprocal 
rig·l1ts in relation to literary and ar
tistic works were given to the subjects 
of; the countries wl1icl1 were parties 
to tl1e Convention. Witl1 tl1is by way 
of preface I will now . explain sl10-rtly 
the meaning and effect of tl1e more 
important sections of tl1e proposeq. Act 
-vvl1icl1 I fear will only be interesting 

to tl1ose members of the Hol1se who 
happen to belong to tl1e legal prof1es
sion. It will be necessary to keep 
in mi11d at the outset that the au tho ~~ 

of any unpublisl1ed composition of a 
literary or artistic cl1aracter has at 
Con1111on Lavv~ a. proprietary rig·l1t or in 

terest in 11is· co·mposttion which en"" 
ables him to restrain any person lJ~' 

legal proceecling·s. fron1 publishing it 
witl1out 11is consent. This, p·roprietary 
rig·l1t 11as bee·n added to, and ma.de 
more definite by Statl1te and tl1e Sta
tutary rigl1t .so created is wl1a.t is us
t1a.lly refe·rre·d to. as Copyright. Usu
ally the statutary provisions deal 
witl1 the fixing of~ a term for tl1e life 
of tl1e copyright and tl1e necessity for 

the reg·istration by the author of his 
composition. For instance before 
tl1e Act of 1911 an author _in Great 
Britain was protected during his li~e 

and for seven years after his death 
or f OT forty two years from tl1e date 
of .first publication, whicl1ever, period 
was; tl1e longer. In Ne,vfoundland the 
rigl1ts of th.e author under our pt·esent 
law are· protected for twenty ei.gl1t 
years from the date of registering his 
work and for fourteen years after tl1e 
at1thor's death. In a general way I 
may say that the radical diff erenoe 
between the English Act of 1911 and 
our present law is tl1at the English 
Act bases tl1e copyrigl1t upon al1thor
sl1ip and prorietorship while our 
law bases it t1pon registratio11. Tur11-
ing now to the Act itself, members 
wlll find tl1at Section 1 defines. what 
is meant by copyrigl1t· and attaches 
tl1is right to every original litera:Ty, 
dra.matic, musical or artistic ·"rork. 
Section 2 defines in detail how copy
rig·l1 t ma,y be in~ringed. Section 3 
provides that the term :.or wl1ich i::~opy
right sl1all subsist shall be tl1e life of 

. 

tl1e author and a period1 of fifty years 
after lii.s deatl1. Section 5 provides 

tl1at, subject to certain limitations, 
tl1e autl101~ on a work shall be the first 
owner of a Copyright in it. Sections 
6 to 13 deal with tl1e remedies for 
i1ifringement of copyright. S1ection 14 
prohibits the importation of rep1rints 

of copyrig11t works \\rhic·h have been 
n1ade contr.ary to law upon the owner 
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o ~ tl1e copyrig"l1t giving notice to t11e 
Customs 
ous t11at 
ported. 

autl1orities tl1at he is ·desi.r
s uc11 copies shall not be i:m

Section 15 deals. with the 
delivery of copies of all books pub
lisl1ed to tl1e British Museum and to 
certain Jibrar.ies and Section 16 de
fi11es the rig·l1ts of joint authors. Sec· 
tion 17 protects for ,a period of fifty 
years, works )vl1icl1 are not publisl1ed 
until after the ·d1eatl1 of tl1e at1tl1or. 
Section 18 creates copy:rig·l1t iJ?. Gov-

ernment publications and Section 19 
·deals with copyrigl1t in records, ·per-, 

foratedl rolls and otl1er means b~ 

whic·h sounds may be ·reproduced n1e
cl1anically. Section 20 may be· of in
terest to the Hou.se inasmuch as it 
excludes political addresses, fl,Qm the 
protectio11 of copyrig·l1t if published i11 
a nevvspa.per. Section .21 deals with 
copyright in pl1otograhs. Sections 22 
to · 24 a re not of importance to 
foundland. Sections 25 to 28 

New
deal 

\vitl} tl1e application of the Imperial 
Act to Britisl1 possessions, and it is 
under Section 25 that tl1e present bill 
is introduced. ,Sections 29 and· ·30 

prov'ide for International Copyright 
and! give power to His Majesty. by or
der in Council to extend tl1e protection 
of the Act to tl1e works of foreign 
a utl1ors wl10 are subjects of a country 
wl1icl1 is prepared to give reciprocal 
copy·rig'l1t protection to the British au
tl1or. Section 31 abrogates tl1e Com
mon Law ri.ght of tl1e autl1or and 
provides that in future no person .sl1all 
be entitled to copyright or a11y similar 
l 1 igl1t 'in any litera.ry, dramatic, musi
cal or artistic wo,rk, whether publisl1e,d 
or unpubli.sl1ed, except under the In1-
perial Act whicl1 is u11der ·discussion. 
Sections 32 to 34 are not important. 
Section 35 is the usual interpretation 
clause of an Act of tl1is ki11d. Section 
36 repeals practically all existing cop.Y
rigl1t legislation in tl1e U11ited King
do111. Section 37 provides tl1at tl1e ... ~ct 

sl1all con1e into operation in the Uni
ted Kingdom on July 1 next and in a 
self-governing~ Colony at such da.te as 
may be Ji:xed by tl1e Legislatur e. I 

may say M r . Chairman,tl1at in addition 
to our local Copyright Act · we 11ave 

in force an Act for the p·rotection of 
tl1e British author under wl1ich an ad 

valorem ·duty of 20 per ce11t is collect
ed b)- ou:~ Cu·stoms authorities upon 
reprints of copy·r igl1ted · books import
ed .11e.re. T11is duty wl1en collected :[ s 

raid over to the autl1or or to the pro
prietor of tl1e copyrigl1t in tl1e pa.r
ticula1~ l)ook .imported. Tl1is pl1ase ( ) t 

the su'bject is dealt witl1 by Section 
14 of the In1pe.rial Act vvhicl1 gives 
the right to an author to notify the 
Customs authorities that l1e is ·desir
ous that unauthorized reprints of his 
works made abroad sl1all not be im
ported, wl1ereupon the importa.tio11 of 

such reprints shall be automatically 
prohibited under the operation of tl1e 
Customs laws. It is p-roposed, tb.ere
fore, to r epeal Cl1apter 111 o f: our l 1a \V 

which dea1s with tl1is subject a11cl in 
future to deal w.itl1 the imi;ortat1011 of 
unauthorized reprints under the· ( ~us

toms Acts. I also p-ropose to a.dtl a 
.section to brin.g the Act into for ce· in 
Newfou11dland on tl1e first da.y of J 11ly 
next. 

MR. KE NT.-I thi11k tl1at the int ro
duction of rthis Imperial Act and tl1e 
adoption of it is a step in the right 
direction. It is tl1e carrying out of a 
principle that is becon1i11g more aJ1d 
more acceptable thro~!ghout the Brit · 
ish Empire, na1nely the tendency to 
unify the law th,rougl1out tl1e whole 
En1pire. I do not think that an.y 
stronger n1eans could be evolved for 

keeping rthe Empire u11ited tl1an the 
uniforn1ity of the princi1)les of la \ V 

and making tl1e people tltink a.nd act 
alike upon matters ofi la'\v. Tl1e ques~ 
tion of copyright is not ·of as mucl1 
i1nporta11ce in N e'vfoun.dland as it is 
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in Great Britain, but we. have many 
original literary and musical works 
and the output of these is increasing 
annually. As time goes on we hope 
they will increase still more and I 
trust tl1e all.option of this Act will 
enco11rag·e the producers of literary 
and musical works to still further 
efforts. There· are other brancl1es of law 
of an international character which, 
I think, ought to be tal{en in ha11d by 
the l\Iinister of Justice, for while a 
n11mber of English codifying acts, 
sucl1 as the Bills of Exchange Act, 
tl1e Judicature Act and the Compan-

ies Act, have been adopted in this 
cou11try there are otl1ers outstanding 
wl1ich could be adopted here. One 
brancl1 of the law in particular which 
is ir1 a most unsatisfactory state is 
that \\rhich deals with the naturaliza
tion of aliens. This · question has 
bee11 receivi11g the consideration of 
the Legislature at home and if the 
la,w ''rhich \Vas adopted on this qt1es-, 

tion vvere acce1)ted here it \vould 
tend to avoid much confusion on the 

subject. A man who becomes a 
N ewfou11dlander in N e-vvfoundla11d is 
limited to that Colony but the tend
e11cy is to extend the naturalization 
througl1ot1t the '\vhole Empire. The 
inatter is under consideration in Can
ada and in the United · States and leg·
islation along· the same lines could 
be adopted here with advantag·e. 

Of co11rse, the present Act is a step 
in the rigl1t direction for it brings the 

· 1avv of copyright in the Colony into 
line with that -vvhich has been adopt
ed by the In1perial Parliamenit. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the cl1air. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matt.er to them referred; and r1ad 
passed the Bill \vithout amendment. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted; and it was ordered that 
the Bill be read a third time on to
morrow. 

RAIL,-,..., A Y LOAN BILL. 
Pursuant to order and on motion of 

Hon. Minister of Finance and Ct1s-. . 
toms, the Bill entitled "An Act to pro-
vide for raising a s11m of money by 
loan for the extension of the railway 
system of the Colony," was read a 
second time and ordered to be refer
red to a Commi1ttee of tl1e Whole 
House on to-morro-vv. 

BANK BILL. 
Second reading of Bill ent~tled, "~J\n 

Act respecting Banks." 
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.

The object of this Bill is to make a . . . . 

small chang·e in the i)resent Act, 
namely the date on wl1ich returns are 
to be n1ade to the Minister of Fin
ance. Under the present la\v the 
banks are required to furnish a state
n1ent each year to tl1e 31st lVIay on or 
before the 15th June. rrhis has been 
found to be inconvenient and \Ve 
think ithat if statements are furnish
ed to the 31st December in eac.11 y2ar 
within fifteen days fron1 that date it 
vvill be n1ore convenient to the banlts 
and to the Department of Finance and 
Customs. 

MR. CLI FT.-Has this chang·e been 
made at the instance of the banks? 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-
No, Mr. Chairman, it is at 
stance of the Department. 

MR. CLIFT.-I remember 

• in-the 

when tl1e 
former act was being discussed it was 
considered +.hat Ma:v $1st would suit 
the banks better than any other date. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
The change will not inconvenience 
the Banks in any way. 

The Bill was thereupon read a 
second time and it was ordered to be 
referred to a Con1mittee of the vVhole 
House to-morrow. 

It was moved and seconded tha.t 
"\vhen the House rises it adjourn 1111til 
to-morro\v, Thursday, March 28th, at 
three of ithe clock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 
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THURSDAY, l\1arch 28th, 1912. 
The House met at three of the 

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

PETITIONS. 
HON. COLONIAL SECRET·ARY.-

1\rir. Speal{er, I ask leave to present a · 
petition from rthe inhabitants of 
I-Ieart's Delight, Heart's Desire, Isl
ington, Cavendish, Witless Bay and 
Green's Harbor, in the District of 
Trinity, asking that a lighthouse be 
erected on the "'\Ves1tern point of 
Heart's Delight. Petitioners point 
out that there is no lighthouse be
tween Rando1n Head, on the North 
side of rthe Bay, and Heart's Conte11t, 
on the south side, and tl1ey state th?it 
on dark and stormy nights it is ex
tremely difficult for mariners to lo
cate their exact position on the coast, 
particularly near Heart's Delight, 
'vhere the lancl_ lies lovv, and where 
.shoals extend a considerable dis~ 

tance from the land. In tl1e past, 
owing to the absence of a light on 
this part of the coast, schooners have 
heen lost, lives a11d property have 
been endang·ered, and many nights of 
hardship and anxiety have been spent. 

I also ask leave to present a _peti
tion from the residents of Little 
Heart's Ease, asking that tvvo small 
vvharves be erected, one on each side 
of the harbor, for rthe convenience of 
people who land from the ferry boat. 

Also a petition from tl1e inhabit
ants of Cavendisl1, on the subject of 

• a hauling place for fishing boats. 
Petitioners state tl1at for some years 
the Church authorities have permit
ted them to use a portion of Church 
land as a hauling pl'ace, but this per
mission i,s now about to be withdrawn, 
as the land is required for building 
purposes. The Church authoritie·s, 
ho\vever, off er to dispose of to the 
public a ~)ortion of anotl1er piece of 
property held by t11em, and the i)eti
tioners pray that a sum of money be 
allocated to purchase what they de~ 

scribe as the only available land at 
Cavendish suitable for a hat1ling place 
for fishing boats. 

I \vould ask that the foregoing peti
tions be received and referred to the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries. 

HON. MR. EMERSON.-1\/fr. Speak .. 
er, I beg to present a petition frorn 
J ol1n Lee ,and otl1ers of l\'Ic.Call un1 Har
bour, Fortune Bay, asking for the es~ 

tablishment of a fe·rry between McCal
l um Hr., India.n Co,re. Taylo:r'.s 
Island and Pool's Island. These three 
places are 1vithin half a mile of each 
otl1er and of McCallun1 Harbour. Tl1e 
.s.cl1ool is at McCallum Harbour a.nd 
there are quite a number of the 
school children residing on these 
three islands, vvho find g·reat diffi
culty in getting over to the school, 
owing to the vvant of a regular ferry 

I 

service. I ask that this petition be 
referred to the department to which 
it relates and that on its being brought 
before the Government something 
may be done in the mwtter. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MIN ES.-1\/Ir. Speaker, I beg to 
present a petition from the inhabit
ants of Deer Island, on the subject of 
the i)rosecution of the seal fishery on 
Sunday. Also a petition from the in
habitants of Plate Cove asking for 
$120 for a road. I have pleasure in 
giving these petitions n1y hearty sup
port. 

MR. GEAR.-Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
present a petition fron1 the Rev. A . 
Tulk, Geo. Bartlett, L. Cheseman and 
a large nt1mber of the inhabitants of 
Burin on rthe subject of a hospital. I 
11a ve already this year presented a 
petition on the san1e subject. Tl1is 
is a very larg·ely and influentially 
signed petition from clergymen, busi
ness men and fishern1en of B11rin. 
They ask that a cottage 11ospital be 
established at Burin where lJatients 
from all ·places in the vicinity n1ay 
come to be treated. They want a 
building 'vith five or six beds, and a 
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kitchen, witl1 a -vvoman in charge, so 
that a i)atient n1ay come ii1 and be 
treated there by a doctor, and pay 
the doctor's fees. I would asl{, Sir, 
that this petition be sent to the pro
per department, and that i1t be gi·v
en the consideration which is its 
due. 

MR. LeFEUVRE.-1\tir. Speaker, I 
have much pleasure in st1pporting the 
prayer of the petition \vhich has jt1st 
been presented. 

MR. HOWLEY.-Mr. Spealcer, I 
rise to support the petition. It • 

lS 

one of great importance to the _per:<~ 

ple living on the \Vest side of Pla .. 
centia Bay inas1nuc.h as the nearest 
cloctor available is the doctor at Bur
i11, and the people often find it very 
difficult to secure inedical attendance. 
It \Vas only the other day that ilhere 

inhabitants of Musg·rave Harbor on 
the subject of the seal fishery. Many 
petitions of this kind have been pre
sented to the House on the subject 
of the desecration of the Sabbath by 
doing · sometimes, the petitioners 
think, more than should be done by 
the crew on Sunday. The petition al
so touches upon the matter of pre
venting rthe steamers and coastal 
boats from forcing p~ople to take 
freight on the Sabbatl1. They want 
the steamer to remain in harbour 

, 

from Saturday night until Sunday 
night. I also ask leave to present a 
similar i)etition from Seldom Come 
By; a l)etition from Noggin Cove, i11 

my district, for the construction of a 
bridge, to cost about $250. This 
bridge is very much needed, and I 
trust rthat when the allocations are 

\Vas a g·unning accide11t llP there 2,ncl being made an amount will be sent 
r:ltl1ou.gl1 eve:ry effort was. made· to se- to that part of the district to be spent 
cure the ~ervices of a doctor, the in connection with rthat work. I also 
lJa.tient had eventually to be sent to ask leave to present a uetition from 
Bt1rin to be treated by Dr. Smith, and Vietoria Cove and Gander Bay. It 
there was trouble in securing a place v.r.as a surprise to me · to find that for 
for the patient to remain during· the the last two or rthree years they have 
t'vo 01.. three weeks tha.t he will be received no special grant, and I don't 
under the· doctor's treatment. I ha,ve }{11ow why they are deprived of it. 
n1uch pleasure in supporting the peti- Other parts of the district and coun
tion, on the condition, of course, that ·try get their share of tl1e · special 
if 1the prayer is granted, the people grants, and I don't understand why 
011 the west side of Placentia Bay they should not get their's. I would 
rnay be able to avail of the benefits. like an enquiry to be n1ade, and if 

MR. GEAR.-Certainly, sir. The there is any moneys due these people 
petition states that Burin can be for the last couple of years or· so it 
reached by steamer or boat from all be given them. 
par.ts of the Bay and the hospital is Mr. Earle gave notice of question. 
open to anyone. Mr. Kent gave notice of question. 

HON. MR. EMERSON.-1\tlr. Speak- -HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
er, I have very much pleasure in sup- 1\1r. Speaker, I beg to lay upon the 
porting tl1e petition. I presented a table of the House the correspond
petition the other day from Garnisl1 ence bet\veen the Government and 
on the same subject. . The people of the railway contractor in connection 
Garnish asl{ that an hospital be plac- \vith the branch railways, asked for 
ed at Burin, as Burin is easy of access by the hon. member for St. John's 
to tl1ern, there is a, doctor tl1ere, and East. In tabling this correspondence 
it is a l)Ort of call. I would like to draw attention to the 

MR. EARL E.-lVIr. Speaker, I ask bulk. It has taken some weeks to 
leavo to present a petition from the copy it, and it has not been possible 

- ' . 
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to table it until to-day. 
HON. THE SPEAKER.-It 11as 

been broug'l1t to my atte11tio11 
tl1at members a·r e in tl1e 11abit of 
talting a\:\~ay fron1 the House origi11-
als and copies of docu111ents laid on 
the table bv l\'Iinisters. Wl1ile son1e ., 

of tl1ese papers are of less in1port
a11ce than otl1ers yet they are all the 
rroperty of the Hot1se and should not 
be removed, especially is this the 
case as reg·ards the Auditor General's 
Report and the Public Accounts, 
which I u11derstand have left the 
custody of tl1e Clerl{ and have i1ot yet , 
been rett1r11ed. 

QUESTIONS. 
MR. CLIFT asl{ed the Minister of 

Pt1blic vVorks to lay 011 the table of 
the IIouse a detailed statement of all 
rnoney.s, includ.ing loca.l, main line and 
special, allocated to and expended by 
t l1e Road Board at Burnt Head, Cup
icls, in t:Q.e electoral District of Port 
de Grave, during tl1e years 1910 and 
1911. 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 

~I beg to table the statement asked 
for. 

Mr. KENT asl{ed tl1e Minister of 
Public vVorks rto lay 011 tl1e table of 
the Hot1se a staten1ent ii1 detail, giv"
ing names of parties, amounts paid 
and IJurposes of each payment in co11-
nectio11 vvit h tl1e Smallpox Observa
tion II ospital erected last spring ori 
Quidi Vidi Road; also a staten1ent in 
detail, sho\ving· the amount realized 
by tl1e sale thereof, giving tl1e na1nes 
of purcl1aserf?, i1ten1 purcl1ased and 
a1nount paid i11 each case. 

MINISTER PUBLIC WOR CS. 

- · l beg to say that I "\vill have tl1e 
stateme11t to-1norro\v. It is in course 

... 

of preparation. 
MR. CLAPP asked tl1e lVlinister of 

Public v~lorlrs to lay 011 the table of 
the House a ·state1nent sl10\vi11g, in 
detail, tl1e na1nes of parties, a111ou11ts, 
dates a11d purposes of payment of all 
n1one)~s spent in tl1e District of F er-

ryland for the Hain Line Grants; also 
from ithe Local, Special and Surplus 
Trust Grants from A1)ril 1st, 1911, to 
date. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS 

-I11 reply I beg to say that it may 
take a week or more before this in
formation will be completed. 

MR. CLAPP asked tl1e Minister of 
Public Works to lay on the table of 
the Hot1se a statement, in detail, giv
ing names of parties, and amounts 
paid each, of all mo11eys expended 
on Local and l\lfain Line Grants in 
\Vestern Bay, in the District of Bay 
de Verde, fron1 April 1st, 1911, to 
date; also from Special and Surplus 
'l..,rust Grants at Western Bay, in the 
District of Ba~Y de Verde, from April 
1st, 1911, to date. 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 

-Tl1at statement is also in cot1rse of 
preparation. 

MR. -KENT asked tl1e Hon. Min
ister of Agriculture and Mines to lay 
t1pon the table of rthe Hot1se a state
ment, i11 detail, sho"\ving the land in
cluded in the concellations, revoca
tions, re-assignments and re-convey
a11ces from the RaiI-\vay Contractor, 
of land effected . under Clauses 5 a11d 
6 of tl1e Rail\vay Contract of 1901, giv
ing in eacl1 lot the situation a11d quan
tity of la11d included in tl1e notice of 
the Government, and the quantity re
assigned or re-conveyed by the Con
tractor; also the reason for such re
assignment and re-conveyance, the 
quantity in the occupation of any per
sc11 at tl1at ti1ne a11d the nan1es of 
such persons; also the quantity sub
ject to applications then pending, also 
giving tl1e present possessor ofl each lot 
re-conveyed and rthe quantities held 
bJ-- each, the an1ount lJaid for rent .or 
ro~yalties or any otl1er purpose annu
ally on accol111t of the said lands by 
each such possessor, and the land 
11eld for which no annual payn1ent is 
n1ade, and why no revenue is receiv
ed tl1erefrorr1. 
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HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 
MIN ES-I beg to say that the infor
mation is i11 course of preparation. It 
will take a week or more before it 
\\rill be ;ready. 

MR. KENT -I· unde.rstand tl1e Hol1se 
I , 

'vill be closedi by that time. I thinlr 
a11 ~ffort sl1ould be made to 11ave it 
ready before the House closes. 

HON. l\11N. AGRICULTURE AND 
MIN ES-There is only one person in 
the office who is able to look after 
that, namely, Mr. Turner, and I 
tl1ink it is certainly going to take hin1 
a \.Veek. -

MR. KENT-I would like the lion. 
n1ember to n1ake a special effort to 
get this information, if tl1e House is 
g·oing to close within a short time. · 
He ougl1t to get an additional clerk. 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND· 
MIN ES-That would not be any use. 
Tl1ere is only one man wl10 can look 
after this wo.rl{. Two or three could 
i1ot do it. Tl1e hon. member will cer
tainly get the information before ·t11e 
House prorof;ues. 

MR. KENT-Tl1at is all r'ig·ht. 
MR. CLIFT asl{ed tl1e Hon. Minis- . 

ter of Finance and Custon1s to lay on 
tl1e table of the House a detailed 
staten1ent, sl1owing all sums of mo
rtey paid to tl1e "Evening Chro11icle 
Publishing· Co., Ltd.," dt1.ring tl1e 
year 1910 for printi11g and pt1blishing 
Copies of lVlanifests, · Ct1stoms Bill of 
:Bi11try, Arrivals and Departltre · In1-
ports and Exports, and to state \vl1y 
tl1e pl1blication of same 11as been ·dis
con tin uec1. 

HON. MIN. FINANCE AN.D CUS

TOMS-I beg· to say in reply tl1at the 
information is in course of prepa-ration 

MR. KE NT asked tl1e Ho11. Colo
nial Secretary whether tl1e enumera
tor's appointed in co11ne1ction witl1 
the taking of the Census in tl1e dis
trict of St. John's East and West have 
been paicl to date. \Vhether sucl1 pay-

ment is in full for tl1eir services, and 
tl1e amount paid to ea.ch. If, tl1ey have 
i1ot been paid, why not. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY. -

II'- rep]y to tl1e hon. member I beg to 
say that the enumerators l1a\Te all 
been paid· to date in full for tl1eir 

• services. 
MR. KENT asked tl1e Hon. Colonial 

Secretary to lay on the table of tr1e 
House a statement, in detaii, .sl10\ving 
tl1e an1ol1nts expended . in connection 
·with tl1e outbreak of smallpox · at 
\Vestern Bay, in the District of Bay 
rle Verde, on tl1e 1st Ja11uar)r, 1911, to 
date. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

I:n reply to the l1on. inember I beg t~ 
sa.y that tl1e Commissioner of Public 
Cl1arities informs me that 11e will let 
me 11ave a statement in time for to-
1nor:row's sitting. 

TELEGRAPH LO~t\.N BILL. 
Pursuant to order and leave· grant

ed, and on motio11 of Hon. Minister 
' -

of Finance and Customs, the House 
tesolved itself into Committee of tl1e 
\\TI1ole to consider certain Resolutions 
to pro·vide for the raising of, a su1n of 
111oney for tl1e construction of tele
pl1ones in N ewfol1ndland in connec
tion vvitl1 tl1e Postal System of t11e 
Colo11y, a ·nd for t11e f.u ~~ t11er extension 
of tl1e Lig·l1tl1ouse ser·vice of tl1e Col
ony. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 
Mr. Parsons toolr the chair of Com

n1ittee. 
HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 

CUSTOMS.-I st1bmit to the Commit
tee to~ay, Mr. Chairman, Resoi11tions 
asking for a sun1 of money for the ex
tensio11 of tl1e lig·htl1ot1se syste1n 
around our sea board, and the inaug
uration of a telephone system through
ot1t the Island. 

As far as the telephone systen1 is 
concerned, practically the only tele
phone ins1tallation \\Te have is tl1at in 
St. John's. Tl1ere are small semi-
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private tele1)hone systems in two or 
three other places, but they are with
in individual neighbourhoods and 
have no inter-connection. The Gov
ernment ha.s been receivi11g petitions 
and requests for a long rtime from 
various parts of the Island, asking for 
telephone connection where it is not 
possible to extend the telegraph line_, 
and it has been decided by the Govern-
1nent to accede to the prayer of these 
petitions as far as possible, and witl1 
that in view a loan of $150,000 is now 
being . provided for these requests 
coming from all parts of the Colony, 
and it is not difficult to see rthe force 
of the argument of those who plead 
for such a concession. The larger 
outport towns have telegraph offices, 
but it is imposible to establish them 
in the smaller places, as the result 
in business would not warrant the 
salary that has to be paid to a train
ed operator. By installing telephone 
connection, however, from the post 
offices in the various smaller setrtle
ments to the principal telegraph of
fices in the neighborhood, it would 
act as a sort of feeder to the tele
g·raph system which would result in a 
good deal of business being done, and 
the need for a skilled opera;tor would 
be obviated, because as we know any 
person of intelligence can operate a 
telephone. We should not alone be 
able to secure a good deal of addi
tional business for the telegraph sys
tem by this means, but we should 
also be doing the public a great ser
vice in providing such facilities. If 
you will look back, Mr. Chairman, to 
ten years ~.:tgo, you will find that the 
revent1e of the telegraph system of 
the Colony was onl~r half of what it 

,. 
is today. The reason for this is that 
our people are being educated into 
doing rt.heir business by wire thereby 
saving time and n1oney, instead of, as 
in the past, doing it all by letter. The 
·same thing has shown itself as a re
sult of providing more nlail facilities 

and reducing the postal rates, and the 
Government is satisfied that the pro
posal to extend the telephones to the 
smaller outports will be followed by 
a substantial increase in the business. 
It will take $6,000 a year to meet rthe 
additional obligation now being un
dertaken, the interest at 4% on $150,-
000, but I am satisfied that within a 
year or two after this system of out
port telephones is put in operation 
the returns therefrom will more than 
suffice to meet that amount. There 
will be little or no expense in oper
ating such tele1)hone system outside 
of St. John's, as each outport post 
office can be ·rthe telephone office and 
the Postmaster or Postmistress, as 
the case may be, ca11 handle the traf
fic, being sworn in the same manner 
as the telegraph operators are at pre
sent, therefore, any person wishing to 
send a message from any small se1t
tlement throt1ghout the Colony to any 
other place in the Colony will simply 
g·o to the Post Office, write his mes
sage and hand it to the Postal offi
cial and he will rtransmit it by tele
phone to the nearest telegraph office 
and thence it will be sent to its de
stination. You can see at a glance 
what a benefit tl1is new departure 
will be rt:o the small settlements by 
bringing them in touch with the larg
er places and with the Colony as a 
whole. For instance, at the present 
time, if an accident happens in any 
small settlement and the services of 
a doctor are needed those interested 
have to send to the nearest place by 
carriage or by boat or else walk 
there, whereas, with the telephone 
system in operation, they would only 
need to telephone a message and the 
physician could be on the scene in 
half rthe time it takes at present. It 
would be the same way with every 
other matter in an outport calling for 
action of this }{ind, and I have no 
doubt whatever that this telephone 
system will be a great feeder to the 
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telegraph lines and vvill greatly add 
to the conveniences of existence i11 
tl1e outports of tl1e Colony in the fu
ture. It may be argued tl1at it \vould 
be as easy to put a telegraph at each 
station as a telephone, but st1ch is 
not the experience of the Gov·ern
ment. There were many insta11ces in 
the past in \Vhich telegraph . offices 
were established in settlements wi1th 
operators receiving fron1 $200 to $400 
a year while the receipts amounted to 
not a tenth of that st1m. In 1909 the 

total number of offices was 133 and 
·of these only 23 paid. There vvas a 
loss on the entire service of $10,939. 
So1ne offices returned as little . as $17 
for tl1e year while costing several hun
dred dollars to operate. This state 
of things will not continue; it is not 

bt1sinesslike. In a private concern it 
would not be tolerated for a moment. 
Offices of this l{ind have been kept 
up, not so mt1ch for the interests of 
tl1e g·eneral public but because of poli
tical pull and the Colony has suffered 
in every case. Under our propo~ed 
system those conditions cannot co11-
tinue as the Government intend.s tc) 
11a ve the telephones installed in t~1 e 
Post Offices and have the Postal oii i 
cials to do the work. During the past 
year, I inay say, the Governn1ent En
gineer has go11e into this matter very 
fully, under tl1.e directio11 of tl1e Gov
ernment, and has imported tl1ree or 
four sysitems of telephones, and it is 
t11e G·overnr11ent's intention to c1ecidc , 
very soon upon that which VYrill !_;e 

department, besides the great 
hancement of the facilities 
which the people \vill exist. 

en
under 

I am also asking·, sir, in these J:e
solutions, for the sum of $100,000 to
continue the erection of new light
l1ouses and fog alarms throughout rthe 
Islai1d. Within the past few weeks 
vve have talked a.) lot in this I-Io11se 
about tl1ese and other public services, 
and it is not necessary for me to spea'k 
at length as 1to the reason why we 
are ask.ing tb.is amount. The present 
Government has inaug·urated a policy 
of lighthouse extension and under 
• 

that system substantial progress has 
already been made and a number of . 
new coast aids have been provided. 
'l-,he advantages accruing rtherefrom 
are such that the Govern1nent is now 
of opinion that ft1rther extension 
would be equally advantageous, and 

it is for this . reason tl1at a loan of 
$100;000 is being asked. I do not 
think rthat anyone in this House will 
question the desirability of providing 
sa,feguards for our people in their 
hazardot1s avocation. Our lighthouse 
service, im1)roved thoug·h it has }';een 

of late years, is not to be co1npared 
to that of our neigl1bours. Take Can
ada, ')1ou can stand at one ligl1 t11ouse 
and see a11otl1er, tl1ere being an end
less chai11 of navigation aids all along 
tl1e sea board. I hope the time will 
con1e for tl1is Colony vvhen it will be 
possible to senti11el its coast in tl1e 
sa1ne way. It inay be asked vvhere 
are "Ne going to bl1ild these lighthous-

adopted, the intentio11 being to se- · es and fog alarms? I ans\ver that \Ve 

ct1re the most upto-date sysitem thftt are goi11g· to build them wherever 
can be advantageously used in t[1is they are n1ost needed. Petitions re
Colony. To-day there are about 1200 garding them have been sent in from 
villages in Newfoundland and abot~t all parts . of the country, and tl1e ad-
130 telegraph offices, and if the larger vantags of rthen1 are so great tl1at it 
i1umber of the 1170 villages that ~1re is easy to t1nderstand \Vhy the people 
in the Island and are \Vithot1t tele.. should be desirous of them. So baclt-
graph systen1 to-day were connectc·r1 
by the telephone with the 130 tcl·2-
grapl1 offices there would be an i111-

1nense addition to tl1e bl1siness of :. (1'~ 

\vard were we in this matter years ago 
that the Canadian Government came 
down and offered to bt1ild a nu1nber <Jf 

lighthouses on our sea board. Tl1e 

• 
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light and alarm at Cape Pine at tl1e 
entra.,nce to Trepassey Bay were erect
ed by the Ca11adia11 Government. In 
that 11icinity during the past 20 year:~ 

more than 300 i)eople have lost their 
lives aI1d wrecks wot1ld be as tre
q uen t Ito-day as they were fc1r;:1erly 
bt1t that the Canadian Govern111ent t111-
dertook tl1e erection of the lig11tl1ot.:1se 
and fog alarm at this point. T11e 
same is true of variol1s other -;:;atts 
of the Colony. It is true that •)Llr iish
er1ne.n as a rt1le did i1ot in t11 e pa;:;t 
meet with many accidents becat1se 
thGir local lrnovvledge protecte\l tl1ern · 
and tl1ey kne'\v the coast exactly-, tl1ey 
could tell jt1st vrhere they 'vere, the 
depth of \vater they \Vere in and ilO\-v· 

n1any miles tl1ey were off, bl1t i11 the 
case of foreign vessels not krio\\7 i11g 
t he ccast and vvith nothing to rlttraet 
their attention, t11ey vvent ahea·j 9.,11(1 

rame rto grief. At the same ti .. ft<:_• o·i1r 
o\vn people did not escape entirely, and 
at any rate tl1ere is a moral oblig:i
tion on us to make the approacl1es 
to our coast line as safe for 011r o\v11 
people and for others '\vho ma:y co1.n e 
there as it is possible to do. Co11-
sidering· the demands of the otl1e:.· p11 lJ
lic services the Govern1nent t11i11l~ 

that this amount ca11 be safely as.h:e1l 
for, safely, I mean, with regar(l to 
our financial position. They believe 
that tl1ere is no disagreement in tl1is 
House as to tl1e need of more ligl1t
l1ouses and as to the desirability of 
l)roviding them_, but the G·overnment 
recognizes that there may be differ
ences of Ol)inion as to -vvhether such a 
loan can be raised. Perso11ally, I have 
no doubt on that point at all. The 
Colony is '\vell able to finance tl1is 
proposition and the Gov2rnment is 

" 
contented rthat it vvill be returned a 
hundred fold. 

MR. KENT-In tl1e first place, Mr. 
Chairman, I have to express my re
gret that tl1e Minister 11as not taken 
the Con1n1ittee n1ore into 11is confi-
dence, or into tl1e con7ic1ence of tl1e 

• 

Government, in regard to the propos
ed expenditure of this money. I think 
Sir, that there can be no two opin
ions reg·a·rding· tl1ese services. vVhat I 

mean by tl1at is tl1at tl1e usefulne.ss 
of tl1e extension of tl1e telepl1one S}TS

tem is beyond doubt. 
HON. MIN. FINANCE AND CUS-

TOM S-Hea1~, Hear. 
MR. KENT-A11cl as regards tl1e 

bl1ildi11g of lightl1ol1ses in such places 
as will be of advanta.ge to: our fisl1er
men and sailors, that is also a matter 
tl1at is beyond doubt. In anything 
tl1a t I say, tl1en, I don't wisl1 to be un
derstood as in any way opposi11g 
these two propositions; but at the 
same time, Sir, I must say that tl1e 
attitude and action of t11e Governme11 t 
in this n1a.tter· cannot meet wi tl1 my 
approval, at lea.st until I am more ft1l-

ly satisfied! regarding· tl1e, matter. I 
tl1ink., Sir, that this is a most objec
tionable vv-ay of bringing in a loan 
bill-to be aski11g· in a broad manner 
for larg·e sums o:J money for certa.in 
services. For i11stance, if yoll take tl1e 
telepl1one service, I tl1ink1 it is wrong 
in pri11ciple to come in 11er.e and ask, 
in tl1e unce,r.tain, vague, la.rge way in 
\'vl1icl1 tl1e Govern111ent is asking at 
t11e present time, for $100,000; and 
tl1e same tl1ing· applies to the ligl1 t
ho use serv~ce. Now, Sir, no otl1er leg·
islature in tl1e British Empire would 
be treated in tl1is. way. I sub111it 
tl1at if such ·resolutions as tl1is, in 
\vl1icl1 loans are asked for, were 
1Jrougl1t into otl1er legislatures, that 
i'he plans and details of the work to be 
undertaken by the Government would 
be laid before tl1e House, and they 
\\rould be told tl1a t tl1is is tl1e wo1rk 
that \Ve propose to carry out and vve 
wa11t tl1e money to carry it out, and 

• 
we come to )rou as tl1e only autl1ority 

tl1at can g'ive us tl1is money. Here we 
are simply told tl1at tl1e money is 
r1eeded to estal)lisl1 a telephone ser-
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vice and ii1crease a ligl1tl1ouse seL·- for tl1e )Tear, includi11g tl1e balance 
vice. I tl1i11k, Sir, that it is arro.g·at- witl1 wl1icl1 -it starts, will amount to 
ing· tl1e rigl1ts of tl1is House -and co11- a_bout $3,872,000. No\V, Sir, witl1 a pop
ferring upon tl1e Governor in Council ulatio11 of 240,000 people, to expend 
rigl1ts. \Vl1icl1 p1roperly belong to tl1e tl1ese large amo11nts anc1 not to pro~ 
representatives of tl1e people. Tl1is is vide for services. such as tl1ese witl1 

exactly tl1e sa1ne, Sir, as if the Go·v- \Vhich \\.re are dE!aling is, I tl1ink, en
er11ment ca111e i11 11ere a11d asked for ti-rely wrong. 'l'l1is Government, since 
$100,000 to carry on the Marine and it can1e into power, 11as introduced 
Fishe·ries Department, or tl1e Custo1ns loan l)ills 11ere year after year for ex
Department. You don't, wl1en sl1pply penditures over and a.bo\.Te tl1e amount 
is being voted, aslt for $100,000 to ,------. of its general ·revenue, and tl1e rev
carry on the Marine ancl Fisl1eries e11ues vvl1icl1 tl1e Go\rernment ha·ve re
Department for insta11ce. You come i11 ceived 11a\re been unusually large. 
and Jrou ,g"i·ve iten1 by item \\rl1a.t tl1e 'l..,he first year's nloneys were borrowed 
n1oney is v·vanted for; and \Vl1en you for tl1e 11ospital. 
go beyond your o·rdinary re·vent1e and HON. 1\11 N. Fl NANCE AND CUS-
come in and asl-\: for pe.rmission to go TOMS-And to pay your debts. 
into tl1e marl\:et a11d borro"\v mor1ey 
for any purpose, a detailed state-
1ne11t of what Jrou want tl1e money for 
is esse11 tial. I tl1inlr, Sir, tl1a t unde1~' 

tl1e ·prese11t conditio11s,, tl1is is e\te11 
1110.re necessar)r tl1a11 would ordinaril}~ 
be tl1e case. According to the fig
ures tl1at were given l)y tl1e Minister 
o:J Finance tl1e othe·r da.y in his Bt1d
get, tl1e full an1ount of tl1e loan for 
tl1ese services-tl1e $100,,000 for ligl1t
l1ous.es and tl1e $150,000 for telepl1one 
extension-1nigl1t, I submit, "\Vitl1 
due respect to tl1e l\1inister of 
nance, be apropriated out of1 tl1e 

all 
Fi-

gen-
era.l revenue if econo111ic expenditure 
"\Vould l)e practised during· tl1e con1ing 
year. If we are to judg·e from tl1e ex
perience of tl1e pa.st, 110\vever, Sir, I 

don't think tl1at we can expect tl1at 
economic expenditure, partict1larly if 
we g·ive tl1e government tl1is lar2·e 0 

su111 of rnoney in addition to tl1ei1• or-
dina,ry revenue for purposes \vl1icl1 , 

when the revenue permits, sl1ould be 
tal\:en f·rom tl1e revenue itself. Tl1e 
l\1inister estimated t11e revenue for tl1e 

year at $3,700,000, and it 1n11st be re
membered tl1at to tl1at i11ust be added 
a s11rplt1s of $172,000 fron1 the )rear 
before. That ineans that the revenue 

MR. KE NT-For tl1e museum, for 

acl\'"ances 011 excl1equer account, rail
v~ay awa.rd, Grand Banl{ pier, and the 

• 
lVIunicinal Council, amounting to $430,-

~ 

000. Tl1e i1ext year tl1ere was $~1,-

000,000 for ra.ilwa}r extension purposes. 
In tl1e san1e )~ear tl1ere v1as a loan of 
$350,000. Tl1at loa11 vvTa_.s ;repealed 
tl1e follo\ving )rear and included in 
tl1e bill for 1911, amounting to $520,000 

Tl1is )rea.r \Ve 11ave a loan bill of $2,-
000,000, wl1icl1 we dealt witl1 tl1e otl1-
er day, and now vve 11ave got a loa11 
o4 $250,000; i11alli11g a total loan dur
i11g tl1e present ad1ninistration of near
ly $7,500,000, v•1ith every prospect of 
obligations under the rail-vvay contract 
entailing larg·e future borrowings. 
Unde·r tl1ese circumstances, Mr. Cl1.air 
J1•.~11., I tl1inlt tl1a t tl1e people of tl1e 
country 11a \'"e a rig·l1 t to expect tl1a.t 
tl1e revenues \Vl1icl1 we are enjoying 
at tl1e prese11 t time sl1ould be used, 
'vl1ile they last for the pt1rpose of build
ing· sucl1 public utilities as tl1ose -v1itl1 
\vl1icl1 we are dealing; because, Sir, 
,-ve n1ust bear in mind, i11 con11ectlo11 

witl1 ot1r i)rese11t reve11ues, tl1at tl1ey 
are due entirely to te1nporary condi-
tions-co11dJtio11s brot1g·l1t a.bol1t 
tl1e expenditure of borro-vved n1one}'"S 
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broadcast throughout tl1e colon)'". be a bala11ce left more than .sufficient 
Tl1ese ve:y loans are tending to cre
ate a temporary revenue wl1ich, when 
the exp en di ture ceases in connection 
witl1 tl1ese construction worl{S, must 
i1ecessarily fiall sl1ort. I sub1nit to tl1e 
Hon. Minister of Fina11ce a11d 11is 
colleag11es that, if tl1ese p11blic utilities 
are to be inc1reased, l1e 11as ample n10-

ney i11 the g·eneral re·ve11 ue of the 
colo11y to finance tl1e necessary ex-
penditure. If it can be paid for out of 
tl1e g·eneral revenue it is due to the 
people of tl1e colony tl1at it be paid 
fro111 tl1e revenue and tl1at no loan be 
added for the purpose of meeting tl1e 
Bxpenditure. Why sl1ould v.-e be piling· 
up the public debt vvl1en we 11a,\re 
re\'enue enoug·l1 to pay fior these utili-

ties. I 11ave already said tl1at tl1is 
House shot1ld l~now \Vhat number of 
ligl1t houses are to be erected, wl1ere 
tl1ey are to be placed, wl1at tl1e cost 

of tl1em \vill be and 110\v tl1ey a.re to 
be ·Constructed. All tl1is information 
sl1ould be befo.re the comn1ittee. Tl1e 
Government can11ot put forward tl1e 
excuse tl1at tl1ey do not l\:now \vl1ere 
tl1ey are going· to place tl1em, for vve 
know \vl1ere tl1e ligl1thouses are at tl1e 
present time, we k11ow tl1e g·eograpl1y 
o~ tl1e country and we know wl1ere 
tl1ey are most n~eded. The Govern
n1e11t should also be able to g·ive tl1e 
Committee an estimate of tl1e cost of 
eacl1. Tl1is in]ormation is due to tl1e 
committee and I subn1it tl1at tl1e Gov
ernment is not \\rarranted i11 recom-
1ne11ding this loan \Vhen the large rev
e11ues tl1at we are e11joying· exist. 
Tl1ese revenues are sufficient to e11-
able tl1e g·o\"'ernn1en t to i11eet tl1ese 
oblig·ati611s ancl to pro\'ide for tl1e 
public necessa1ry and useft1l im1)rove-
1nen ts in tl1e p11blic service. 'I'l1ey ca11 
be met \'\"'ithout sacrificing g·rants for 
Educatio11 or a11ything· else if u11ne
cess.ary expenses are curtailec1. If tl1e 
revent1e is prope·rly spent tl1ere will 

to meet tl1e capital amount propo·sed 
to be o·btained t1nder this loan. 

We cannot g·o on from year to 'jrear 
piling· up by hu11dreds of tl1ous.ands 
a11d. n1illions of dollars tl1e pul)lic 
debt of the colony for tl1e country is a 
small one, and .already tl1e people are 
overtaxed and 11eavily burdened. The 
cost of living· 11as gone beyond bearing 
and everytl1ing bears heavily on the 
poor·. Every ma.n in the island is pay
ing between $15 a11.d $18 a year to
wa;r.ds tl1e revenue and every family 
from $80 to $100. If a man has a fam
ily and makes a salary of $300 a year, 
11e 11as to pay a third of it to tl1e Gov
ernment. Tl1e present loa11 will add to 
tl1e ·debt anc1 tl1e taxpayers. will 11ave 

to pay the interest on it. No matter 
hovv low tl1e reve11ue inay d1rop any 
year this will be a c·harg·e· on it that 
will have to be met and the otl1er ser
\rices will 11ave to wait. If tl1e g~rant 

is taken out of the general revenue, 
(and there is no reason wl1y it should 
not be), tl1e:,e \Vill be no furtl1er 
cl1arges in connectio11 witl1 it to be 
inet by tl1e colony. 

HON. MIN. FINANCE AND CUS-

TOMS-Just a wor·d in reply to n1y 
lea.rued friend, tl1e Acting Leadeir of 
tl1e Opposition. \i\Then I introduc.ed 
tl1ese I-lesolutions I did not tl1ink lie 
would support tl1em, though he admit
ted· tl1e need for erecting Lig·l1t Houses 
a11d insta.lling .Telepl1ones. He claims 
tl1at \Ve 11ave not g·iven 11in1 any infor
mation. My answer is tl1at we 11ave 
g·iven him all that \Ve liave, and what 
more does he. want than to know that 
l)otl1 Ligl1tl1ouses and Telepl1011es are 
urgently needed i11 clifferent parts of 
the Isla11d and that tl1e Gover11ment 
'\.vill try as far as possible to satisfw 
tl1is need for public utilities. To-day 
tl1ere are .so n1any places so bad.ily in 
neccl of tl1ese conveniences tl1at it is 
cljfficult to say where· we sl1all beg"in 
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to erect tl1em. We sl1all, of course, 
en·deavour to do so in the most impor
tant places, but we· have many locali-

• 
ties at pres.ent without suc.11 acces-
so·ries. This WO·r·k 11a.s to be ·done eitl1-
er by tl1is Government or· by the one 
t11at succeeds it. My hon. friend op
posite can eastly learn w.here Li.gl1t
l1ouse.s are to be built, because if he 
will consult with his :D.rJends from the 
varti.ous. ·districts. he will f1ind that 
many localities. are asking for· sucl1. 
Our purp.ose ·i1s to build them as. fast 
as the funds at our ·disposal will al
low, and ~n ·the places where expert 
testimony shows that they are most 
needed. It is the :same way with the 
telepl1ones, tl1e p'.resent Government 
inauguJ~ated a policy of telegTaph ex
tension, it purposes to follow that up 
with a similar policy ofi telephone ex
tensio11. My .hon. friend's ·criticism is 

merely for the purpose ·of making a 
sh.ow in the 11ewspaperS', supporting 
the Opposition party. His, cla.dm is not 
a ·reasonable one. My only regret to
day is that we have not enough mo-
11ey to build Lighthouses and Tele
pl1ones everywhere th.at tl1ey are 11eed
ed1. 

His next point is· that we ougl1t to 
build these utilities out of tl1e surplus-
es and not raise anothe·r loa.n. He · 
then went on to ar.gue that tl1e coun
trJr is not as strong to-day financially 
as it was .a few y·ea.r·s ago and that we 
l1ave raised loans. every session. Well, 
if:i w1e l1ave, we 11ave done something 
with these loans, we have someth.in.g 
to sl1ow f.or the n1oney we spent, ex
cept for our first lo.an of $160,000 
which we had to raise to pay th1e bills 
of tl1e late Government tl1at went out 
of .office "·ith a · sl1ortage of/ that 
amo·un t occasioned: by over expend.i
tu:rie in various department. The ar
g·um.ent tl1at we ought to bu·ild L,ight
tiouses out o.f tl1e surplu.s revenue is 
an t1n1"easonable one. Ot1r surpluses 

are being sµe11t on improvements ne
cessary to tl1e daily occupation of the 
people. For instance, we are· voting 
$20,000 a year· mo1~~ for education 
than we ·did last )·ea.r, and we 11ave 
i11crea.sed tl1at vote .alone by $100,000 
.s1ince we came .into power. ~.I'h·en we 
are spending $60,000 on Old Age P,en
sions and we are .acting· in the same 
way in tl1e oth·er departn1ents. \Vl10 
ever· lieard of a Government 1building 
railways o.r· Ligl1thouses out of tl1e 
curr·ent revenue? I am not aware of' 
any ·ca1se wl1e:re it has been done. Tl1e 
Bond G-overnment nor tl1e Wl1itewajr 
Government never did it,and my lear.n
ed friend cannot point to .on,e in
:stance, unle.ss, mayl)e, it was. a small 
Lighthouse. If we were to build 

Li.ghthouse.s out ofi the cur;r,ent . rev
enue then we should carry oµt all 
other large schemes in tl1e same way~ 
which would be :impo.ss'ible. I take 
i·ssue with'. 11im as to his claim that 
the country is not in nea;rly so goo1d 
a positio11 finanoially rus it wa.s two 
years ago. I say, on the co11trary, 
that tl1e c·ountry wa.s never in a bet
ter position tl1a.n it ,is to-day. He 
went 011 to tell us tl1e o:tl1er day that 
the diff ere11ce between the expo.rts 
and tl1e imports· is1 proof tl1at we are 
not in a bette·1~ con;dition than two 
years ago. He j is quite mistaken in 
his, ·de·d uction. Wl1en he. made tl1at 
statem·ent he forg·ot to conside~r a few 
things, notably ·the .a1nount of mone·y 
i11vested in tl1e c·olo11y a.nd wl1icl1 re
ma:ins here; the many ind ustr:ies 
that are established an,d1 do not s.how 
in the exp·orts, the· agricultural p 1ro
ducts. tl1at are1 ·r.aised by our· people 
and are given no account in wl1at we 
send .away. He sl1ould take these 
three factor:s i11to consideration and 
if, he h.ad! 11e would alter his a·rgument 
completely. Let him tl1en look .at oth
er countrie·s. Tal\:e the Dom,intion of 
Canada for instance. During· the past 
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ten J1ea.rs tl1e exports never equalled 
the imports. Last year Cana.da's ex
ports \Ve·re but little over 11alf 11er 
imparts. Will he ·dis:pute: that ·Canada 
is ·One of tl1e i11ost prosperous a.nd pro
gres·si\re coun·tries in the wo:tld-one 
of tl1e. i11ost sol-vent a.nd seciure. ·Can
ada's record completely destroys 11is 
arg·un1ent, for i5, ac·cordi11g to 11im we 
are los.ing grou11d because our imports 
were son1ewl1at n1ore tl1an tl1e exports 
the past year, then Canada n1ust be 
11opelessly involved. I supply 11ere the 
fig~res of tl1e total imports a11d ex
ports of Canada d ur1i11g· tl1e past te11 
)~ ears. 

1902 
1903 

1904 
1905 

1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
l!JlO 
1911 

Total E~ports 
$211,640,286 

225,849,72L1 

213,521,235 

203,316,872 

256,586,630 

205,277 ,197 

280,006,606 

261,512,159 

301,358,529 

297 .196,364 

Total In1ports 
$212 ,27 0,158 

241,214,961 

259,211,803 

266,834,417 

294,286,015 

259,786,007 
' 3no ,....86 h:') .... I ,I ,o .... b 

308,756,608 

391,852,692 
427 ,24 7 ,540 

Tl1is tables sl10\VS that Canada's im.
p-0rts 11ave exceed·ed he·r exports ev~

ery year since 1902. It follows. logieial
ly according· to him aga:in that Cana
da is losing ground; bt1t will he se;ri
ously contend tl1is before tl1e House. 
15 11e will reacl a Speecl1 cleli·vered by 

Sir vV1n. MacG-r/egor 011 tl1e opening 
of the Agricultural Exl1ibition ,in St. 
Jol1n's in 1906, 11e will find tl1.at tl1e 
tl1en Governo:r n1ad1e it ·clear tl1at 
tl1ere was ai1 eriorn1ous local inve·st
me11t tl1roug·I1 farm111g wl1icl1 · g·ot 110 

recog·11itio11 i11 tl1e table of exports. !11 
tl1e san1e way if 11e considers tl1e 

~ 

ll1mbering industry 11e will find tl1at 
tl1i.s is in1n1e11sely valt1able a1tl1oug·l1 
not a dollar's wort11· perl1a.ps inay go 
outs:ide the colony. Does lie 1nean to 
say tl1en tl1at a~1te11~ putting all · tl1ese 
tl1i11gs tog·etl1er ,\re are r1ot in a bet
ter fi11ancial IJositior1. 'l-,l1e pr~Gent 

Government 11as i10 i11tention of fol

lowi11g i11 tl1e footsteps. of its prede
cessors, because tl1is would mean I'uin 
Tl1e prese11t Gove'rn111ent has a differ~ 

ent polic)~, a policy tl1at is sl1owing its 
beneficial effects in everv walk of 

~ 

life an1ongst 11s. l\1y 11on. friend tolcl 
us what tl1e late Gover11me11t did, bt1t 
tl1e only tl1ing tl1e public 1~ecalls re
g·ardi11g tl1at Administration is tl1at 
tl1e Bo11d party ad·ded $5,000,000 to 
tl1e lJUblic debt and 11ad nothing to 
.s110\v fo·r it. So good l1as been tl1e im
provement in tl1e affaiI·s of tl1e coun
try under tl1e present go\re:rn1nent 
tl1at .it is possible to raise the nece-s
sary funds to ca,rn·y on the public ser-

• vices. 

My Hon. f 1rie11d went 011 to complain 
tl1at people 11a ve to pay more now. 
Well, tl1ey earn more a.i1d are able 
to pay inore. Tl1e labori11g· man. can 
no"' pay fo,r 11is barrel of flour wl10 
formerly had1 to be content with In
dian Tvieal. 20 year's ag·o one could 
" .. a1k the streets of St. John's a11d find 
11undreds seeking employment. But 
to-da,y there is em.ploy1nent ,fior mo1~e 

tl1an can fill the places, and un,der 
tl1ese ciirc.umstanc·es, with everybody 
working·, with everybody 1getting g,ood 
\va.ges, with eve-rybod) .. co11tented, tl1e 
people are naturally able to pay more 
for articles tl1ey rec1 uiT·e tl1an tl1ey . 
wer·e before, and people tl1roug·h pet1-
tlio11s and otl1eTwise 11a ·ve asl{ed for 
more Ligl1tl1ot1ses a11cl tl1c extension 
of telepl1011es, ai1d w-e purpose to p'r10-

vide tl1ese facilities, we ,purpose to 
provide them b)r raising tl1is loan to 
obtaiin · the nece·ssa1 'f' money. If niy 
11on. friend ca.n say to mei tl1at it is 
wrong to support t11ii3 project, tl1en all 

I can s;;1,y is I a.m sorry fOI" 
tl1at, but that I a11.t sorrier for 11im, 
1Jecause I tl1inl{ tl1e people of tl1e coun
try will kilOV{ ·11ow to properly act in 
reg·.ard to tl1is matte·r '\vl1e11 the tin1e 
co111es. 
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MIN. MARINE AND FISHERIES.-

•Mr. Cl1airman, I could not let tl1is op
portunity pass witl1out 11aving a word 
to say on the subject matter of tl1ese 
Resolutions, namely, tl1e building of 
lig·l1tl1ouses and fog a.larms tl1roug·hout 
tl1is country. I 11a ve listened with 
mucl1 pleasure to tl1e speech of tl1e 
11on. the 1introducer, tl1e Min. of Fi
nance, and also to the speecl1 of. the 
Hon. member for St. John's East, bt1t 
I was. surprised to 11ear him c·ontrad~8t 

himself. vVl1en 11e rose in 11is place, 
he said 11e a.pproved of lig·htl1ouses 
being· built, and no doubt 11e ·did be
cat1se it \·vas only a fevv days ag·o, lie 
had the· pleasure of pres.enting peti
tio11s f rom tl1e Fisl1ern1en's Union re-

g·arding lig·l1t l1ouses, and in tl1ese pe
tition ,x.rere set out tl1e places where 
tl1e Fishermen's Union wanted tl1em 
to be put. Tl1en l1e said that he con
sidered -a statement sl1ould be brought 
dow11 11ere and laid upo11 the table of1 
tl1e House, so tl1a t he and tl1e otl1er 
fion. gentlema11 opposite niay know 
where those light houses are to be 
built. I am a:·raid, s:r, t11ztt 111 tl1e 
past we ha ,-e not done anything iike 
wl1at we sl1ould 11ave done in t l1is 
connection. Outsiders, Canadians ha:ve 
stepped in, and built lig·htl1ouses for 
us., and to-day around tl1is colony,Ca11-
a,da o\vns and sustains 15 lig·hthouses 
a11d fog· alarms. I tl1ink, Sir, tl1a t sucl1 
a state of' tl1ing·s is a ·disgrace to tl1is . 
country. Vl e dare not attempt to go 
to tl1e Governn1en t of Nova Scotia, and 
ask tl1em if we can build lighthouses 
for tl1em. Tl1ey vvould tell us that 
tl1eY1 we·re well able to look after 
tl1eir own country, a.nd witl1out our 
assistance. Since I 11ave had the hon-
011r of filling tl1e position of 1\/Iinister 
of Mari11e and Fisl1eries , as far as 
lightl1ouses a11d fog ala,rms are con
ce·rned, I ha ,re take tl1e Captains of 
the Coastal stea1ner s, of tl1e merch
a11ts sl1ips, of the t rading scl1ooners, 

and of tl1e fisl1ing scl1ooners in to my 

confidence, a.nd I have obtained thelr 
opinions, and tl1ese are the men who 
are able to gi·ve in:torrnation, and ad·d
ed to tha,t is my own little knowle.dge 
of tl1is ~uast, so I do not t11ink that 
\Ve 11ave mispent ot1r time. L.ook 
ar ound tl1is coast, and tl1e· Labrador 
coast. There are only 5 or 6 light-
l1ouses there, and it is only Ne·w-
foundlanders tl1a t ca.n get around tl1is 
coast without an accident. Tl1ey are 
superior seamen to tl1e 
are lil{e tl1 e Indians on 
tl1ey almost seen t the 

foreign, and 
tl1e prairies, 
place tl1ey 

"'rant to go to. I \Va.s once on the 
Glencoe wi tl1 Capt. Drake, and 11e 

blew 11is -vvhistle, and by hearing tl1e 
echo, 11e was able to judg·e where 11e 
was. During the 8 years that the 
Rt. Hon. gentleman opposite was in 
office, very l.ittle was done in the way 
of ligl1tl1ouse extension. I say this, 
and I say it without fear of con tradic
tion that ftrom Cape Race to Cape 
Ray there never was a coast more ne-
1glected than that coast, until last 
year and the year before, when this 
Government assumed office. I do not 
think that there will be any trouble 
in getting the money for these ser
vices, and in no better \Vay could mo
ey be spe11t. We are able to raise 
this money. I am not an old politician, 
but I can reme1nber wl1en tl1is colo11y 
fou11d it very 11ard to raise money. 
But to-day Newfoundland 11as not any 
difficulty in raising tl1is amount or 
any moneys tl1at are required. TheTe
f o·re tl1e colony is in a better standing 
than ever it was before. I will guar
antee my f!fiend tl1at if he calls at my 
office, I will show 11im where tl1ose 
lightl1ouses are to be built, and if 11e 
11as any suggestions as to better 
places to build tl1em, I will be ready 
to act on his sugg·estions, but I ca11 
assure him tl1at they will be built 
w·here tl1ey a:re most needed. As far 
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as tl1e telephone system is concerned, 

I hope that tl1e Gov.ernment will ex
tend it to· the L,abrador, particularly 
i11 that section bet-vveen Batteau and 
Domino. It is true that tl1ere are 
wi:r:eless stations there, but there are 
a number of fishermen and pla.nters 

• 
in important plac·es, that ca.nnot reacl1 
those stations, and if tl1ey want to 
send a message, tl1ey 11ave to send 
men quite a distance by boat, whicl1 
is a g·reat inconvenienc'e, and n1eans 
a ,great loss of time. Batteau Harbour 
on the Labrado1r is a great plac·e of1 r 1.e
sort. It is a port of call for tl1e 
coastal stea.mers, trading· schooners, 
and fishing schooners. The Ryans of 
Bonavista, Delaney of Cupids, and 
otl1e.rs m.ake it their scene of ope·ra
tions, and I lrnow tl1ey 11ave paid as 
high as $25 to men to bring· a mes
sage to Domino. In such a locality, 
telepl1one co·mmunication would be a 
great convenience. A line· from Domino· 
to Re,d Point, would be a great ben
efit to the men fisl1ing at Wolf Island 
and White Point, ai1d they would not 
11ave to row 25 or 30 miles. to send a 
message. Then a line between 
Smoky and Indian Harbor, would also 
be of very great benefit. Last yea:r 
at Emily Harbor two men died for 
want of, medical attenda11ce, wl10, if 
there had been telephone connectio11, 
and the servies of a doctor could ha ' re 
been obtained, migl1t be alive· to-day. 
It is only tl1ose who 11ave seen such 
things, and have gone tl1rough s'imilar 
trials themselve1s, can recommend 
these things. There is. a wireless sta
tion at Cape Harrison, but you have 
got to climb a steep hill to reach it. 
A telephone. there would be, of ine·sti
mable benefit. I 11ave very mucl1 
pleasure iin supporting the Resolutions 
and 11ope to see soon Labrador linked 
up by tl1e telephone. 

MR. C. H. EMERSON-I rise for 
th~ purpose of giving my hearty sup-

port to tl1e resolutions nov;r bef oTe this 
Committee, which is to authorize the
raising of~ a sum of money f.or the er
ection of llgl1thouse.s ai1d the estab
lisl1ment of1 telephones in tl1is Colony. 
I 11ave listened with a great deal of 
pleasure to the rema·rks of the Hon. 
Ministe.r of Finance in relation to 
these matters, who placed before tl1is 
Committee in a .forceful and masterly 
manner the reasons wl1y these unde1r
takings sl1ould be commenced as soon 
as possible. We must all admit that 
our coast line all around the Island is 
deficient in lights and fog-alarm,s. 
From St. John's to Cape Race, and 

rig·ht around· to St. Jol1n's again, tl1e 
masters of our scl1ooners and steame-rs 
are only too frequently placed in a 
perilous position owing to the absence 
of the nec·essary aids to navigation. If 
we compare the lighting ofl our coast 
with that of Ca.pe Breton and tl1e other 
Mruritime Provinces, we will find tl1at 
we are very lacking in respect to 
lights, for it is safe to say tha.t navi
gators proceeding along the Nova Sco
tia or Cape Breton shores, are always 
witl1in sight of a light or witl1in the 
sound of a :Dog 11orn. A few years ago, 
when I had the honour of representing 
tl1e important di-strict of Bur.geo and 

, 

LaPoile fn this House, I strenuously 
advocated the erection of ligl1thouses, 
and I .succeeded in inducing tl1e gov
e rnment of tl1at day to build a light 
on Ran1ea Island, and a modern fog 
11orn on Rose Blanche Head. Tl1e1~e 

aids have been and are of great ad
vantage to tl1e Coastal Steamers and 
particl1larly to our fishermen living· 
on the Soutl1 \Vest Coast. It will be 
1remen1be·red tl1at probably tl1e finest 
sl1ore fishery in this island is the 
winter fisJ1ery carried on by the fish-

ermen of Bur.in district, Fo1rtune Bay 
district, and the district of! Burgeo 
and LaPoile, on the R-0se Blanc11e 
Banks and vicinity during the winter 
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months. 
often told 

Scores. of fi-shern1en ha.ve 
me that tl1e finest public 

"Vvo;rk along the south-west coast is the 
Fog· A.larm at Ro·se Blanc·he. It fre-
CJ.uently 11appe11ed in tl1e past tl1at fisl1-
ing· boa ts and scl1ooners during thiclt 
and rough weatl1er were oblige.d to 
ren1ain at sea all nig·l1t be.fore that 
alarm 'vas constructe·d, but now tl1e·y 
2.re enabled to enter port in all wea
thers. '"faki11g· tl1is particula.r aid as 
an illustration, and its Inanifold bles- · 
sjng·s and a.dvantages, is it not reason
able to assume tl1at many othe·r pa1rts 
of the country are bad1y in need of 
the )san1e. I would g·o .so far a.s to 
vote for the· ·raising· of a mucl1 Ia·rg·er 
amount than the one asked .for i1ow 
for thi.s pu·rpose, because I consider 

tl1at tl1e lot of our fis.hermen is suf
fic:ien tly 11ard under the· very best of 
conditions, without being adde.d· to by 
absence of ligl1ts to guide tl1en1 in 
tl1e,i.~~ way. 1Vf y learned friend Mr. 
Kent tells us that the Gove1rnment has 
not taken tl1is House sufficiently in-
to its confidence, and 11as not inform
ed its members as to tl1e p'articular 
places wl1ere tl1ose ligl1ts are to be 
placed. I tl1ink the 11·on. tl1e intro
d11cer of tl1e re.solutions was sufficj
ently explicit wl1en 11e told us that 
tl1ey would be constr·ucted on Points 
and Hea,dla11ds wl1e1re tl1ey would. be 
most require·d. Tl1at is simply a 
q11estion of detail, and no ·doubt the 
advice of persons best capable o:i judg
ing oh tl1is matter, will be taken. We 
mu.st bear in mind tl1at the great ma.
jority of our people derive their liv
ing· firom the sea, and it is enough for 
us to know tl1at they are· witl1out 
the nece8-sary public facilities for car-

. rying· on tl1ein works to warr.ant this 
legisla.tion in making the· contemplat
ed expenditure. I ·cannot agree with 
tl1e 11011. member, Mr. Kent, when )le 
says that we should pa.y ]or tl1e co11-
struction of tl1ese lig·htl1ouses. out of 

our surplus revenue. This is bad in 
principle for tl1e T'eason tl1at these 
lightho11s.es will be fior the use of fll
ture generations as well a.s f'or tl1e 
pre;sent one, a.ndJ it is only right a.nd 
equitable that tho·se who· will come af
ter us, should bear thei·r sl1are of the 
burden of the payment of tl1e interest 
on the cost ofi the.se work·s. We have 
other req11irements for our surplus 
revenue. We are yearly incre.asing the 
vote for educ.ation which is paid out 
of it, a.nd als10 providing a large 
amount fo,r old age pensions a.nd 1such 
ether nece·ssary matters. We· will also 
be oblig·ed, and it will be sufficient 
for us, to pa.y for ' the majntenance on 
these aclditional lights. out of our rev
enues. Since· we a.ssumed office we 
11ave given bacl{ to the people for 
marine and road wor·ks a large pro-

portion of the ·surplus. revenue. This 
course of action has. g.reatly benefit
ted! our people particularly those who 
live in the ·smaller pla·ces in the dis
tricts. I can point to dozens· of 
smaller settle'.ments in tl1e district of 
Fortu11e Bay whose people now en
joy la11ding places, brealrwaters, and 
bette·r roads vrhich have been built out 
of the surplu.s revenue. The· g1.reat ne
ce.ssity for ~pending so mucl1 of tl1e 
inoney in this way ds oc·casioned by 
tl1e neg·lect of these .smaller plac·es by 
former ad·ministr.a.tions. The ordinary 
n1ari11e and iroad gran~s 11ave been too 
small i 11 the1 past, and in many in
stances \ve1·e· 11ot equitably distributed. 

I trust tl1at the extra special grants 
which this ·Government have expend,e,d 
i11 the clistriicts will be continued until 
the smaller settlements in particular 
\Vill have r6ceived their· just rtghts. 
In 1900 when, I was ele·cted to· repre
sent tl1e district of Bur,geo and La 
Poile, I found that very little public 
inoney was spent in tl1e smaller set
tle·ments, but that half a dozen of tl1e 
larger plac,es had absorbed' nea·rly the 
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wl1ole of tl1e g·rants. In 1898 I fou11d 
tl1at a sin1ilar state of affairs 11ad ex
isted 'in tl1e ·district of Fortu11e Bay, 
and I 11ave no doubt but that t11e 
san1e condition of tl1ings \Vas preval
ent tl1roughout tl1e Isla11d. I an1 safe 
in saying that to-day the smaller set
tlements in tl1e district of vvhic11 I 

have tl1e honour to rep1resent are re
ceiving attention, for evidences of 
public improvements are to be seen 
011 all sides. Tl1ese tl1i11gs co11ld not 
11ave bee11 done if we did i1ot utilize 
some of tl1e surplus reve11ue for tl1e 
purposes. I 11ave also very g·reat 
pleasure 'in supporting tl1e resolu
tion for tl1e raising of a s un1 of mo
ney to provide fior the establisl11nent 
of a telepl1one system tl1ro11g·l1out tl1e 
·Colo11y. The ho:ia. lVIi11ister of :B'i

nance 11as pointed out tl1at nearly all 
our teleg·rapl1 offices are a failure 

fron1 a com111ercial standpoint. He has 
told us tl1at in son1e cases tl1e annual 
expenditure for naintena11ce 11as r11n 
into tl1e 11undreds of dollars \.Vl1ile tl1e 
receipts amounted to sometl1ing v~ery 

trifrling·-in one or t\vo cases u11dei· 
twenty dollars. It seems absurd to 
continue these offices at sucl1 a great 
loss. to tl1e colo113r, when tl1e cost for 
i11ainte11a11ce can be greatly minimiz
ed by placing a telepl1one in tl1e post 
office. I knovv of seve1:~a1 places to
day in my district wl1ere teleg·r,apl1ic 
co1nn1unication is badly needed, but 
telegraph offices cot1ld only· be mai11-

. tai11ed tl1ere at a great loss. Tl1e 
requirements of the· public \vould be 

amply met by the establ1~1ment of a 
.syste1n of telephones placed 111 tl1e 
post offices and connected witl1 tele
g·raph' offices. We must ask ourselves. 
tl1e question, rure \Ve justified in r·ais
ing this money f'or those purposes? I 
do not think that any rig·ht l11i11ded 
person, who has an appreciation of 
tl1e i11anner in whicl1 tl1is colony is 
steadily prog·ressing-, vvill hesitate to 

• 

say, wl1at sl1ould be done. It is well 
within 011r means to pay for the in
te,rest on tl1ese an1ou11ts, as well as 
that on all amounts wl1icl1 he have 
ra,ised without increasing· the ta.xes in 
any \Vay. The Ho11. the Premier 
has repeatedly pointed out to tl1is 
House tl1e sources from wl1icl1 our 
revenue is to be derived to pay for 
tl1e interest of all loa11s raised for 
these necessary pt1rposes as well as 

:Dor our branch lines of ·ra,ilways. The 
objectio11s of 11011. members on other 
side of tl1e House are simply made 
from an opposition standpoint. Since 
we assumed office tl1ey ha.ve opposed 
e\rery measure introd'uced by the Go\r
e1rnmen t, and I presume tl1ey imagine 
tl1at by doi11g· so they are acting co11-
scientiously~ and would be re-miss in 
tl1eir d ti ties were tl1ey to do otl1er-

\vise. The late g·overnme.nt-tl1e 
party wl1ich tl1e opposition represents 
in this House, raised larg·e loans from 
time to time, and piled up a 11uge debt, 

l)ut vvl1at bad tl1ey, in tl1e way· of pub
ljc works to show for it at the ter
mination of1 tl1eir term of office? Tl1ey 
clid not builcl 011e mile of railwa.y, nor 
successfully carry c~11t one line of pol
icy d u 1ring tl1eir te11 ure of office-sim-
ply collected the revenue and paid 
public servants. their salaries, and 
left a larg·e debt to be provided for 
and lic1uidated by tl1eir ,successors. 
'"fl1e opposition seen1 to be very ml1cl1 
ag·itated, because tl1is governn1ent 11as 
sl1own an 11onest desire to do some
tl1ing· to advance tl1e inter'ests o:: the 
people and n1ake tl1e country pros
perous, and l1ave carried out a liberal 
and prog·ressi\Te line of policy. We 
have now been 'in powe1r over tl1ree 
years. Tl1e country 11as been given 
full value for every dollar of n1011e)r 
expended, and when tl1e time ·vlill 
11ave arrived vvl1en we sl1all be called 
upon to give an account of our stew
ardship \Ve sl1all not require i11a11)T ar-
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g·uments to convince the people that 
we have do11e more for the public 
g·ood tl1an any o:· our predecessors. 
V\7ith these few remarks I 11a·ve i11ucl1 
pleasure in suppOl'ting· tl1e resolution 
n ow before the Committee. 

MR. F. J. MORRIS.-I rise~ for tl1e 
purpose of recorcling my approval of 
the proposition i1ow before us to 
raise this sum of $250,000 for light
houses a11d telephones. I do not 
think that a more necessary vote has 
been asked for in this House during 
the pres2nt session or in fact for \rery 
n1any sessions past. Tl1e 011ly point 
of diff ere11ce I have witl1 tl1e hon. 
l\'.Iinister is in the amount to be rais
ed. I thinl{ the amount should be 
two er three times the sun1 asked for. 
No country in the \vorld is so badly 
lighted as NeV\-rfoundland a,nd Labra
dor; and there is probably 
i10 country in the , ... 1orld that so bad
ly needs to be iighted. I can bear 
testimony to the re1narks made by 
the l\!Iinister of Marine and Fisheries 
relative ito the coast of Labrador. 
There are only five or six lig·htl1ouses 
011 th.at coast altogether. As a n1at
ter of fact tl1ere should be a hundred. 
I an1 also in accordance \Vitl1 his re
marlrs concerning· telephone connec
tion, and tl1e great i1ecessity there is 
for some method of com1nunication. 
I n1ust also say that the district I 
ha·ve tl1e honor to re1)resent has d11r
ing the past year been accorded the 
boon of havi11g a fog alar111 establish
ed at Point Verde. The people have 
been requesting tl1is favour from tl1e 
Gover11ment I tl1i11k for the past 
t\v~enty years, and i1ever until the 
present year has it been acceded to. 
During the past ten years no less I 
understand than a petition every 
}~ear 11as been presented to this 
Ho11se on the san1e s11bject; and al
tl1oug·h one of the late representa
tives \Vas :tJl. Executive officer, noth-. 
ing vvas ever done till \Ve pro111ised 
to look after the n1atter, and I an1 

• 

glad to say that after \Ve -vvere a year 
in po,ver the promise was f11lfilled. I 
am proud to be in a position to-day to 
th2-nk the Government for putting that 
fog alarm on Point Verde, and I am 
sure that thousa11ds of fishermen vvh<' 
freqt1e11t that locality during fog·gy 
\Veather are ec1ually tl1ankful. 

Ag a.in, $'ir, as to the question of 
tele1)hones. At Ca1)e St. lVIary's dur
ing the sun1rner, in a place called 
Golden Bay there must be no less 
tl1a11 three or four 11undred boats, eacl1 
\\rith a cre\V of from five to eight me11. 
They stay i11 that 11lace for five or six 
\veel\:s durlng t he fishery a11d are cut 
off from all source of con1mt1nication. 
\Vhen I \Vent over that Cape ground 
four years ago I saw a number of tele
phone poles lying on the g·round rot
ting·. They had been sent 011t there 
on tl1e eve of an election witl1 a pro
mise that ,they \Vould be erected and 
'vires placed on them arid a telphone 
put at Cape St. Mary's to connect the 
shore \"'1ith Placentia. To-day I am 
pleased to lie able to say tl1at nevv 
poles are laid along that road; and 
before next summer I hope that those 
n1en \vho frequent that locality \Vill 
be able to com111unicate with their 
11on1es. Then again there is another 
place in the N. E. Arm of Placentia. 
For four or five weeks in the st1m
rner it is the ho1ne of hundreds of fish
er1nen \vho go there to seek bait. Re
q11est after request -vvas made to th€· 
late re1)resentatives to have a tele
l)hone erected there, a11d proraises to 
that effect \Vere made bl;tt i1ever kept. 
I am happy to state that ere these 
fisher1ne11 come there again this 
spri11g there will be a telegraph and. 
telephone office in communication 
\vith Placentia \Vhere they ·~vill be able 
to find out \Yhere the bait lies ['.,rou11cl 
the Bay. This \v·ill be of gr0ac !111-

portance to the1n. 

....i\.s reg·arc1s lighthouses the g·reat 
tro11ble is to find \vThere \~,Te io 11 ot 
need a ligl1tl1ol1se, anc1 I a2.11 scrr~T t.11 e 
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Minister is not asking for $500,000 in
stead of $100,000 and I arn sure that 
everyone familiar with conditions 
around Newfoundland would gladl:{ 
accord his supporit to such a vote. It 

; 

is disgraceft1l the way the fishermen 
have been treated up to the presen-1: 
time as regards these aids to naviga
tio11. If we walk down Water Street 
on a dark night and have not a large 
arc light to see the way arot111d we 
make complaint. W.hat these arc 
lig·hts are to the citizens of St. 
J ol1n's the lighthouses are to t11e mar
iners seeking their way home. We 
have a road to -vvalk on and kr1ow 
where we are, but he very often does 
noit know vvhere he is. As my friend 
the hon. rnernber for Fortune said, 
if you go up to Canada you find the 
coast line a blaze of light during the 
night. I have been there two or 
three tin1es. and I can bear testimony 
to all he says. They have thousands 
of ligh1thouses all a1011g the coast. 
The only good lighthouses around our 
coast are those built by the Canadian 
Government on Cape Race, Belle 
Isle and other places. We put a. light 
·On Qui.rpon a fe.w years ago and it 
was abo11t as useful as a candle. There 
was a light on Point Verde in Pla
centia, and St. Mary's. It vvas there 
40 years. It could not be seen five 
miles off the coast. It is time some 
improvements were made. Up in 
Branch, St. Mary's Bay, where every
man is a fisherman they have two 
old antiquated lights. vVhen I went 
to the district the first request they 
made was for a new lighthouse. They 
have been looking for it for the past 
ten or fifteen years. Now their 
wants will be attended to. 

; 

. Placentia H2wrbor, to-day is probab
ly visited by more ships tl1an any' 
harbour outside of St. John's. It is 
visited by the coastal boats; by rthe 
Glencoe, Argyle and by a number of 
coal boats. These boats are co11-
tinually going tl1ere, and yet there is 

not a harbor light at Place11tia. We 
have provided for it in this year's es
timates; but previous to that no pro
vision \Vas made. Why? Perhaps the 
answer is because, as my learned 
friend, tl1e member for St. John's 
East has said the late Go-v~ernrnent 

were building these lig·hthouses out 
of current revenue. If that is the case 
the result 11as not been very success
ful; and as it is absolutely necessary 
that all these lights should be erect
ed the money m7t1st be obtained for 
building them. It is altogether im
possible to do it out of current re-
venue. I think 1ny learned friend 
\Vill see that if you build one or t-vvo 
or three each year that is tl1e best you 
can do out of current revenue. You 
cannot have a large policy, a pro
gressive policy, a policy absolutely 
i1ecessary in the interest of this coun
try unless you raise a sum of money 
by a loan act. It gives me great 
pleasure to-day, sir, to support the 
Minister's proposition, and I am sor
ry he has not asked for $500,000 in
stead of $100,000, because I believe 
that if we were rto bt1ild all the light
l1ouses req11ired in Newfoundland you 
wot1ld want tl1at or a larger amount. 

MR. CLI FT.-Before the last sec
tion nQAses~ 7 "V() 11ld like to dra \V the 
attention of the Committee to tl1e fact 
tl1at althougl1 there has not lJeen any 
difference of opi11io11 in this debate 
as far as I can see as to the desir
ability of exte11di11g our lighthouse 
system, or as to the desirability of 
extending our telephone system, yet 
we con1e in here and sit down 2~11d 

vote for the raising of a loa11 of $250,-

000, without asl{ing ourselves any 
questio11s as to the possibility of get
ting that money within tl1e in1medi
ate future. vVe con1e in a.nd vote 
authority to raise loans "\vitl1out asl{
ing ourselves whether we are justi
fied as legislators in increasing, even 
for necessary services of lighthouses 
and telephones, our obligations in the 
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way of loans. Now at the present 
time there is an authority for a loan 
of $520,000 which was passed in the 
session of 1911. Of that loan only 
$295,000 has been taken up, and there 
is a balance remaining to be taken up 
of $225,000. That loan has been ad
vertised for some time and there still · 
remains that balance to be subscribed. 
Of that $295,000 taken up $200,000 
\Vas taken up by the fund set aside 
for old age pensions. That would 
leave $95,000 taken up by the pt1b
lic. Of ithat I understand some was 
taken up by the Savings Bank. If 
that is so I would like the Minister 
to inform me. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-No portion of that loa,n 
was taken up by the Savings Bank. 

MR. CLI FT.-Was some taken by 
Old Age Pension Fund? 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-Yes. 

MR. CLI FT.-The Minister adver
tised $520,000 in 1910 and only $95,000 
l1as been subscribed by the public; 
and now we are going in1to tl1e local 
market asking for $250,000. I think 
\Ve ought to pause and consider this 
matter before we place more lo:lns 
on the market. As a matter of fact 
tl1ere is a 1910 loan of $400,000 that 
still appears on rthe Statute Book. 
Tl1ere is a 1911 loan of $520,000. I 
presume it was intended when pass
ing that loan bill in 1911 to repeal the 
1)revious authority, but I do not think 
the 1911 act re1)eals it. It is all well 
enough for llS to talk about expend
ing money for aids to navigation and 
in other necessary work; but we 
should first of all make sure that we 
know where that money is to come 
from, and should make sure that we 
are in a position ·to pay the interest. 
It is not because we receive petitions 
from all over the country for light
l1ouses and telephones and other 
necessary public works that we 
should always accede to these peti-

tions. We are only justified in ac
ceding to them whe11 we kno\v we 
have means at our disposal. 

And we ot1ght to be quite st1re wl1en 
we are dealing witl1 a matter of this 
kind that it is within our means and 
that we are not unnecessarily placing 
upon the necks of our people a burd
en which ithe}r cannot bear. I do not 
think there is anybody prepared to 
deny the · great necessity that exists 
for the erection of lighthouses and 
fog alarms- anyone -vvho has travel- · 
led, anyone wl10 knows this coast, 
anyone who has been at sea in rthe 
nig·ht knovvs what a great boon light
houses and fog alarn1s are but we 
ought to consider first whether we 
can afford the outlay. 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. 
-l\1r. Chairman, I do not desire to 
o~elay this Commitrtee any ·1onger, but 
before the. bill passes I should like to 
say that I think the Government de
serve every ·congratulation for their 

. . 
attempt to carry out this very exten4 

sive work, tl1is building of the neces
sary lighthouses and fog alarms round 
this coast and the coast of Labrador 
and also the extension of the tele
phone systen1. As regards rthe raising 
of the loan necessary for this work 
it is a matter of indifference to us in 
one sense. If the work is necessary 
the Government should raise the 
money. Tl1ere is no doubt of the 
strong fi11ancial condition of the 
country, the times are prosperous, the 
outlool{ for the future is bright and 
tl1ere should be no difficulty whatever 
in raising tl1e necessary capital for 
this '\Vorthy purpose. I think it a 
great mi.stake to be ·d'icker".ing witl1 
n1easures of this kind and waiting un
til the eve of an election to propose 
to the p.ublic the building of these 
services. And I think this Govern
ment deserve credit for not waiting 
u.ntil the eve of an election before 
carrying out this necessary worl{. And 
I 11ope1 they will succeed. It str uclr 
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n1e very forcibly while my learned 
friend, Mr. Clift vvas speaking that he 
represents a tremendous number of 
fishermen and that we ought to give 
every attention to the .\vants and re
quirements of this valuable asset of 
the Colony, these men who carry on 
tl1e industry upon which our very ex
j stence depends, the fishermen of the 
Colony; and if we erect these light-

Government of this Colony can see 
its way clear to deal ,-vitl1 tl1is · im
portant matter it should do so vvith · 
all speed. The Hon. me1nbers oppo
site should not rthrow any dot1bt on 
t11e Government's ability to raise the 
money bl1t should on the contrary 
give us all tl1e support they can and 
e11courage the Government i11 raising 
tl1e n1oney for these valuable neces-

houses it will be a great benefit and sities. ' 
blessing· and help to them in the car- MR. MU RPHY.-1\!Ir. Chairman, I 
rying on of their dangerous a voca
tions. As I said before the time has 
come to cease dickering with it.his 
vvork and I believe the electorate will 
sustain our action in carrying it out. 
Only a fe\v days ago I had the plea
sure of presenting petitions in refer
ence to the District of Hr. Main on 
the very subject of telephone and 
telegraph communication and all I 
wish to see now is a telephone line 
along the extensive shore between 
St. John's and. Holyrood. And I may 
say tl1at it would fully pay the interest 
on the installation, if we charged a 
small nominal fee for the use of the 
phones. The petitioners stated in 
their request that it might be advis
able to charge a s1nall nominal fee of 
say 5 cents for the use of the phone. 
But that is a matter merely of detail. 
I hope the Government will be suc
cessful and I am glad to see that they 
i1ot only contem1)late this valuable 
work but also ~re arranging for the 
extension of otl1e·r services tl1at 11a ve 
been asked for fron1 time to time. As 
to tl1e question of building tl1en1 out 
of revenue tl1at is absurd. Why, sir, 
\Ve had to sit here for an hour or two 
last weel{ and listen to t11e Rt. Hon. 
the Leader of the Opposition present
ing petitions f!'on1 the F. P. U. and 
other linions, asl{i11g for the building 
of lighthouses, tele1)hones, roads, nlar
ine and ether \Vorks of all kinds and 
110\v could vre construct these works 
out of revenl1e. It is absolutely neces
sary to raise tl1ese loans and if tl1e 

11ave much pleasure in supporti11g 
this bill and in thorol1ghly endorsing 
what has been said by iny colleague. 
I have been associated with this tele
phone \\:-ork for some time and 11ave 

had a little experience in tl1e last fe\v 
years so that I can speak on the mat
ter fro1n actual contact. Son1e tvvo 
years ago tl1e South Side of Hr. Grace 
asked the Government to erect a 
telegraph office and t1nfortunately the 
Government could not do it. 'I'he~y 

then asked for the telepho11e connec
tion, so that they could get in con1-
n1unication \Vith a telegraph office. 
This vvas done. The actl1al upkeep of 
that office comes to about $40 per 
year and in one month they collected 
at that office over $40 a11d % of that 
business -vvould never have been done 

' 

by telegrapl1 11ad they not ha/i a tele-
phone con1111unicatio11. This is 11. inat
ter that I consider of great ir11pcrt-
ance to tl1e country. And 'if tl1e Gov~ 
er11n1ent v1ere not paid a cent extr,_1 
for the telephone, the extra facil itJ-· for 
·telegraph business \¥Ol1ld mal\:e jt 

really vvorth it a11d the Govcrn111ent 
\vould be actl1ally re1Jaid eve11 i11 a11 

indirecit way. I do not tl1ini:t tl1at 
these connections by telephone \\' Ot1 ld 
i11 any way increase the Govern111er1t;s 
expenditure. Vlitl1 regard to th_e olh-
er matter of lig·hthouses an{l 
alarms, we in our district are 
directly interested in it---.... 1,7 0 do 

llOt 

mind if we never have anctl1er one 
added to tb.e District. Fort11nate1v-• 

\Ve are not dependent alone lJ 1!0"'1 fisl .. -
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ing and if \Ve n2·ver caug11t ai1ot.l1er that \Ve should take them m~re into 
fish i11 the district I dt) n'1t t11in-k it . c11r confidence. In otl1er -vvords upon 
\vo11l(l be much loss beca.u20 111~r ox-

I)erl·c-·"'nCI of . .V~le f1" a l"1e1-.y 1~<:1C< 1 "") 0D~'l ,-l1nt .u . ...._, c; L. ;::il... ~.l .. , .::; L x;:, c, i. • •. ! u. 

it is the cause of a great deal of the 
. \ 

poverty in the country. vVhatever 011e 

may say about ligl1thouses a11d fog 

alarms there can be no doubt as to 
the value of the telephone systf)ill. 

Ifr you are going to benefit the fi .sher~ 

men by putting up fog alarrrls a.nd 
lighthouses, then you -vvill also be11e· 
fit the other people of the isla11rl b}r 

putting in a telephone system. As to 
the qtlestion of the \Vay to pay for it, _ 
I \vould like to kno\v if you are rais
ing $100,000 this year and another 
$100;000 next year, ho\\T can you rtake 
this out of current revenue and pay 
for the upkeep of these works and. the 
cost of operating them. That \Vill 
come out of supply. I take it tl1at 30 
of these fog alar111s &c. (I have no 
figures, this is only a guess) but sup
pose tl1ere will be only 20 built out 
of this money, I reckon it \vill take 
about $2,000 a year for their upkeep 
and maintenance. This would mean 
$40,000 whicl1 must come out of re-
ve11ue. If we put up 30 and they 
cost $2,000 a year it would mean a still 
larger amount. I tl1ink tl1e present gen~ 
eration is c1oing· right to provide the 
i11oney to pay the interest and pay for 
tho u9l~ee1J, support and maintenance. 
I tl1ink it u11reasonable to expect that 
\Ve 811ould 1Jt1ild ai1d operate tl1ese 
\'/Orlrs ot1t of tl1e a11nual revenue. 

HON. THE PR!ME MINISTER.
Tv1r. Cl1airr.aa11, I just \Vant to say t-vvo 
or three \VOrds. I had taken consid
erable i1otes i11 :relatio11 to statements 
made by Hon. members but the hon. 
ge11tlemen \vho 11a·ve just sat do\vn 
11a ... 1e dealt \v ith most of tl1em, so that 
I '".rill not c1elay tho Committee very 
1011g exc·ept as regards one or t\vo 
stateme11ts \Vhich I thi11lr should not 
go on record 1.vithout a contradiction. 
In the first place, the hon. n'lember 
for St. J ol1n's East, lVf r. I{ent, stated 

this matter we 11a,ve i1ot given st1ffi
ciently full explanation. I think, sir, 
11e ought to feel satisfied after tl1e 
various explanations that he has 11ad. 
It would be perfectly impossible to 
give any greater detail than l1as been 
given here this eve11ing. The Minis
ter of Finance has stated that there 
are 1300 settlements in tl1e island and 
only 133 postal telegrapl1 offices, leav
i11g nearly 1200 settlements without 
these conveniences. It would take a 
great deal of time and a great deal of 
care will have to be exercised, a 
thorougl1 l{nowledge is necessary, to 

' 

say -vvl1ere tl1ese offices will be placed 
to best advantage. l it is a matter that 
-vvill take .some time to ·decide and a 
competent person will have to be put 
in charge. As the Minister pointed 
out, during the last twelve months the 
Government Engineer has had four 
experts looking into the whole mat
ter, four gentlemen representing four 
different systems of telepl1ones. Eacl1 
of t11ese 11as made a report to the 
Government Eng·ineer. No\V it is riot 
fron1 any desire to hide any informa- · 
tion tl1at this reoort has not been 

' ~ 

tabled. It will be seen at 011ce t11~1t ii:, 
is a question of tender and esti111aLes 
and a question of what partict1lar s:rs
tem will be instr..lled EO t11at i.t is c; 

report of a confic.lential na~t1:e vvl~icl1 

tl1e Government is hardly in H . prJsi
tion to table. He then \vent on to 
condemn the principle of borro'vvin~· 

i11oney for these purposes) to TJOin1 
out that the proper way to bt1i1,:l tl1ese 
would be out of current revenr:.e. rr11e 
remarlrs of i11y hon. friend, l\1r. ?~It1r

phy have fully disposed of thB,t co11-
tention. There is no prece:it;-:i t f0r 
the position taken by the 11011 rn:~1n

ber. There is no such precer1e11t i11 

any !3:itish Colo11y or in any C<;u11try 

in tl1e -vvorld, \Vhere permanei1t ·\vor1:s 
to be used by future generations are 
built ot1t of revenue of the i1rese11t-
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day. ~Vhy it is monstrous to thi11k 
that the present generation sho11ld 
bt1ild for posterity. It only requires 
to be mentioned in order to sho\~v" 

what an absurd and inequitable a 
princi1)le it is. If you are going to 
build for posterity, posterity must 
pay the interest. If you are going to 
build lighthouses and fog alarms for 
prosterity then posterity should be al
lowed to contribute by paying rthe 
interest. We will make the improve
ments, carry out the building opera
tions and pay the interest and up
keep during our li°\res while posterity 
bears tl1e interest and cost of llpkeep 
in their turn; but to say that we 
should bear the burden of building as 
\Yell, is absurd. It was not done for 
us. We are bearing the interest to
day that was borrowed 70 years ago. 
It was in 1834 that the first loan bill 
was introduced into this legislation 
to build the lighthouse at Cape Spear. 
We bear the interest on that debt to
day and rightly so. vVe have rthe light 
today. The light was built just as 
inuch for us to-day as it was for the 
fishermen who plied their trade 70 
years ago. And this system has gone 
on ever since. The hon. gentleman 
then went on to refer rto the number 
of loan bills passed. Why, sir, does 
he not lrnow that during the late ad
ministration not alone did they bor
row but they nearly actually averaged 
two loan bills a year. And they were 
not loan bills for developing purposes 
either. In 1902, the year after the 
administration took office there was 
one loan act. In 1903 and 1904 there 
\Vere two. In 1905 one; 1906 two, and 
so on borrowing money every year. 
There js i1othing improper or out of 
t he way in getting this loan. One 
would think from the objections rais
ed to it tl1at it had never been done 
before. The hon. member for Twil
lingate, Mr. Clift, asked the question, 
\vhat prospect was there of our get-
1ting the money. \i\Tell he oug-ht to 

l\:now the prospects as well as any 
of us. He has been connected with 
the financial operations of the Colony 
and Ile ought to know that the pros
pects are as good as they ever were. 
Mr. Kent then remarked on how heav-. 
ily taxed we were. Every family pay-
ing nearly 1/3 of their income. We 
are not paying any more to-day than 
\Ve were paying in 1908. When his ad
ministration came into power in 1908 
the estin1ate of taxation was about 
$13 per head. We have about 240,000 
people to-day and the estimate is 
abot1t the same. Tt does not follow 
that because we are getting a larger 
revenue that we are aJso paying larg
er taxes per capita. The hon. mem
ber ithen went on to point out that 
all our prosperity \Vas the result of 
our borro-yved moneys. In other 
words ,that when this labol1r is over, 
when the railway work is finished ev
erything is g·oing to fall fiat. We 
have had the same argument here for 
the past 25 years. What are we going 
1to do with the men on tl1e railway? 
It has been asked over and over again 
until it has become nauseating. What 
are we going to do with these 3,000 
men? ,.fhis was asked \Vhen we were 
building the rail\vay to Port aux 
Ba.sques and \vhen railway opera
tions vvere in full swing. Between 
1890 and 1900 all this worlr was under 
way. Every mile to Port aux Bas
ques was built between 1890 and 1900. 
The last mile \Vas finished in 1897. 
During that ten years the revenue only 
increased $41,000, notwithstanding the 
ex1)enditure of $7,000,000 in building 
the railroad. In the next ten years 
when there was not a mile being 

' ' 

bt1ilit, when there "ras no Harmsworth 
and no A. E. Reed what happened? 
Bet\veen 1900 and 1910 there \Vas an 
average increase of $123,000 per year. 
Now, sir, what can be more convinc
ing than that? In the years when not 
a solitary mile of railway was built, 
between 1900 and 1908 the increase 
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of revenue averaged $123,000 per year 
\vhile in the previous years when all 
the railway was being built and all rthe 
inoney spent the increase only aver
aged $40,000 arid now in the last 
tl1ree years \.Ve have hat1 a yearly in
crease of over $200,000. And then we 
are told that ot1r prosperity is due to 
a few rr1iles of railway we are build
'ing. What nonsense! But what does 
irt mean? It means that the men who 
are working· on the railway for six 
n1ontl1s of the year, if not \vorking 
there, would be working elsewhere 
i11 the Colony and so there is hardly 
a11y increase due to the working on 
the railway. Now if a thousand me11 
were imported, or if three thousand 
men were imported to rthe Colony, 
there might be something in the ar
gument, because they , would then be 
actual additional earning and spend
ing factors in the community. But 
our prosperity is not the result of that 
at all and so there is nothing in it. 

I should further., Mr. Chairman, like 
to reply to the statement made in re
lation to our imports and exports bu1t 
that was so fully and completely re
plied to by the Hon. Minister of Fin
ance that there is nothing left for me 
to say. I 111erely wish to repeat what 
I said on the spur of the moment the 
other evening that if the hon. mem
ber will look at the figures, for il1e 
last 50 years in England he \Vill find 
that the imports \V~ere far ahead of 
tl1e exports, something li.ke £ 100,-
000,000, while this year the excess 
was £ 230,000,000. In other words 
the exports "\vere £ 400,000,000 while 
the imports were over £ 600,000,000 
and you will notice, :sir, these. fi.gure~ 
mean pounds sterling. The Fi11ance 
l\/Iinister quoted the figures for Can
ada. Looking at these you will find 
that for tl1e past 40 years there has 
been a large increase in the imports 
over the exports. In 1869 the total 
imports into Canada were $7 4,000,000 
and ·the exports $73)000,000. Novv~ 

\Yvhat has ha1)pened since then. Tl1ey 
have been practically side by side up 
to the past few years. But take the 
year 1868. The total exports were 
$60,000,000 and imports $70,000,000 or 
a difference of $10,000,000. Last year 
1911, exports were $297 ,000,000, i.e. 
exports of frui1t, wheat, grain, fish 
and everything else, while their total 
imports were $472,000,000. An in
crease of from $10,000,000 in 1868 to 
$200,000,000 in 1911. And Canada to
day is probably the first country in 
the world from the standpoi11t of pro
gress and prosperity. Yet, sir, ac
cording to my learned friend's ar
gument Canada should be steering a 
direct course for the roclrs. 

lVf y learned friend forgets that, in 
making up his argument, if you are 
going to compare imports and exports 
you are merely looking at the trade 
of rthe country from the standpoint of 
duties collected, leaving ou-t of your 
consideration the earning povvers of 
the people of the country, because, as 
I said the other evening, it is quite 
conceivable that the country should 
be self contained, importing or ex
porting nothing or on the other ha11d 
raising nothing and importing every
thing. Suppose a country like Eng
land were entirely self supporting, 
filled up with financial magnaites, 
drawing their incomes from abroad, 
the effect would be that t11ese people 
\Vould be living not out of anything 
which the country produced, but out 
of an income independent of the 
country, with nothing raised and ev
erything imported, so that in making 
up this balance of trade we must take 
into accou11t tl1e purcl1asing power 
of ithe people and the means of get
ting their income. Now what are we 
ra.ising here. The Receiver General 
ha.s saidJ that there are $13,000,000 
invested in Debentures and in the 
Savings Bank which carries interest. 
Doe.s not this mean $500,000 ,a year oJ 
income? Further, sir, an important 
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point V/hich n1y learned friend has ·en
tirely lost sigl1t of is tl1e fact tl1at tl1e 
val11e of 011r exports is only the value 
on board anc1 is not the price they 
\•1ill bri11g· at t11e port of destination 
or sale. I do not kno\v, Mr. Chairman, 
what is the object of bringing for\vard 
tl1is arg·umen t. I cannot see 'vhat pos· 

sible mea11ing it can have · or what 
can be learnt from it. We are itold 
that the ba.lance of trade is against 
us by $3,000,000. In other -vvords the 
imports and exports should be equal. 
Tl1en I should like to knovv ·who is 
going to i)ay the bill? Who paid for 
that $3,000,000 of imports. As to 

the n1atter in·hand,I do 11ot tl1ink tl1ere 
is any need for me to labour this 
question of the necessity for light
houses, fog alarms and telephone 
con1m u11ication. For if any ar1gumen t 
is \Vanted i11 favour of lighthouses 
and fog alarms I think the staten1en~ 
of the lVIinister of l\/Iarine a11d Fish
eries that 13 of our lighthouses round 
the Island were built and equipped 
ctnd are being operated by Canada, 
"\Vould be s11fficient justification, if 
<:tn y ''rere needed. 

r"~R .KENT.-1V1r. Chairman, I do 
not i11tend to delay the Committee 
any longer in reply, but there is just 
one matter that I ought to deal vvith. 
Nothing, of course, has been shown 
by any .1nen1ber who has spoken on 
the Government sicle to justify or ex-

cuse the providi11g of these services 
otl1er t11an ot1t of curre11t revenue. I 
fully dealt \Vith that question this af
ternoon, and do not intend to deal 
\Vith it again. But I \vould just like 

to refer to the .n1atter of trade condi
tions to \Vhicl1 the Prime l\'Iinister and ,. 
tl1e lVIinister of Finance 11a ve referred. 
T11e conditions vvhicl1 I pointed out 
in connection "\Vith trade \Vere such, 
as I tl1 en stated, as should n1ake tl1ose 
concerned witl1 the business affairs of 
tl1e co11ntry pause and thi11k, and I 
still tl1i11lr so, i1otv.rit.11standi11g the 

positio11 put by tl1e lVIinister of Fin
ance. I pointed out furtl1er that I 
desired to place before tl1e Com1nittee 
and the cot1ntry a matter that I cor1-
sidered important, and I think tl1at 
if those figures struck me in the ligl1t 
in \Vhich I stated, that I should be 
lacking· in my d t1ty in not coming in 
here and stating· tl1em. I do not thi11lc, 
lVIr. Chairn1a11, tl1at the parallel be
tween England or Canada is at all in 
point when considering the position 
in N e\vfoundland. Canada is a cot1n
try tha1t is building up large ind us
tries from tl1e Atlantic to the Paci
fic every year, for \vhich enormous 
quantities of goods are im1)orted on 
borro\ved money. These i1nports are 
represented by lasting i11dustries, 
which are permanent assets to the 
country. As in the case of Canada, 
so i11 the case of Engla11d. · Eng
land is a manufacturing country, i1n
porting large quantities of ra\v mat
erial and exporting manufactured 
goods. There is no parallel. In this 
country, \vithin the last few years 
with -vvhich I arn dealing, \vhat has 
been 
tries 
ti on 

imported for permanent ind us
except the in1ports for constrt1c
of Grand 11-,alls ,and Bishop's 

Falls. If \Ve l)Ut a\vay altogether the 
imports of the Grand Falls and Bish
op's Falls Con1panies, \Vhat do -vve 
find? First, let us take the imports 
of these two companies under t'vo 
heads: those adn1itted free of duty, 
those subject to duty. I11 1909-10 the 
i1nports free of dt1ty were valued at 
$616,000, a.nd in 1910-11, $178,000. Of 
the value of imported goods of a 
dutiable character, I 11ave no figures. 

The returns do not g·ive any figures, 
but I think I can give a fairly a,ccurate 
valuation. \Ve ca11 g·et a fair esti1n
ate by reference to tl1e an1ount of 
duties collected. In 1909-10 the duties 
collected from these concerns was 
$104,000. vVell, if \Ve ad111it that these 
figures bear the same proportion in 
value to the dutiable g·oocls in1ported 
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by these companies, as the duties 
bear to dutiable goods in 
the Customs revenue, 'vl1ich, I think, 
is a fair assu1nption, the imports of 
dutiable goods 'vould a1nount to 4 2-3 
the amo1111t of revenue collected, mak
ing tl1e dutiable goods on these fig
ures about $485,000 for ithe fiscal year 
1909-10. r_raking the same proportion 
for 1010-11, the duties collected from 
these concerns amounted to $127,000, 
and the imports of dutiable · goods 
\vould be abo11t $592,000 for that year. 
That 'voulcl give a total of goods im
ported free by these concerns, . $795,-
203, and of goods of dutiable charac
ter, $1,087,976; n1aking in all, $1,883,-
187. No-vv, the exports from the 
san1e source in 1909-10 'vere $421,319, 
and in 1910-11, $1,194,747. These fig
ures go to sho~vv tl1at, excluding the 
A.N.D. Co1npany and the ~t\. E. Reed 
Com11any, 've have the san1e condition 
existing as I pointed out, a11d even 
taking a\\ray the a1nount imported of 
rail'\vay n1aterial for co11strl1ction 
\·vork t1nder the contract, which 
amcunted, according ·to th0 Minister 
of Finance, to $571,000, vie still have 
the sa111e adverse bala11ce of trade. If 
we tal-\:e a,'\vay the figures of the only 
t'vo permanent industries established 
l1ere, }~au still 11ave a11 adverse bal
ance of ordinary itrade. The a(l '1erso 
bala:i.ce indepe11dent of the Jiar1ns
\Vorths and the A. E. Reed Company, 
in 1009-10, was $303,894, and in 1910-11 
$1,831,84 7; or for the tvvo years, $2,-
135,741. I g·ive tl1ese figures as they 
str~ck me as shovving· a con(litio11 of 
affairs \Vhicl1 should make 11s paus0 
and consider. The Minister of Yfar
ine and Fisl1eries (I am sorry 11 e is 
not 11ere no-vv) in his remarl{S 1'8ferred 
to \¥hat 11ad been done during the ad
n1inistratio11 whicl1 preceded th<:~ l)l'es
ent one, and he assun1ed tl1at I J1ad 
bee11 a me1nber of tl1at admi11i.st.rc:~tion 
during the 8 years it was i11 pnv:er. 
vVell, Sir, unfortunately, I \\as onl)r 
a inen1ber of it for a very short ti1;.-.e. 

I took 1the position vacated b.r t11e 
Hon. Prime Minister, but I onl~r l1eld 
it 13 months, so that whatever "va<; 
done during the earlier period of tl1e 

• 

adn1inistration I am afraid t11e pres
ent learned leader of the Governn'· c11t 
and rthe l\!Iinister of Finance a ,11-j Cu s
toms must bear their share o"f t11..e re
sponsibility. However, with rog11rfl to 
tl1e Ho11. l\Iinister of 1\/Iarine and J0 jsl1-

eries, one thi11g his remarks sl1<)\\.yf~d, 

unfortunately for this Comn1ittee, that 
l1e \·vas in the same position as ot11er 
inembers of the Committee, lacl\::1~-6 

any definite information. He 'vas 8'!

idently not consulted in the i11attsr. 
All b_e seemed to know vvas that \Ye 

were going· to vote $100,000 for light
houses a11d fog alarms and $150,000 
for telepl1011es, a11d 11e knevr nothing 
ft1rther. Now, Sir, the Prime 1VIi11is
ter stated he had a detailed re1)ort 
by expert8 i11ade to the Govern111e11 ... 
Engineer upon this matter. Perl1aps 
it "\Vould not be fair to ask that that 
report be tabled in toto, but I think 
that st1ffi.cient ii1formation could be 
given from '"tl1at Report to allovv this 
Con1n1ittee to juclge 'vl1ether they 
'vere voting on the inatter intelligent
ly or not. I asked for a staten1ent 
v1hicl1 I tl1inlr a Minister in po,ver all 
these years should be able to give, a 
stater.aent of the conditions along the 
coast and vvhat facilities tl1ere exist-
ed in the way of lightl1ouses and fog 
alarms and 'vl1ete it -vvould be i1eces
sary to place tl1ese fog alarms, etc. 
We 8_re asl\:cd to vote tl1is stim of 
n1one}7 , and I t 11ink it is only d11e to 
the Committee to g·ive so1ne idea 
where these services \Vill be install
ed, ho"\v this $100,000 is to be spe11t, 
a11d \vhy it is voted ov·er and abov-e 
the ordinary revenue. The 11011. n1em
ber for !-Iarbour Main, lVIr. Murphy, 
referred to the cost of the uplreep. 
,..rhat, of cot1rse, is a11 iten1 that i11t1st 
be taken i11to account, but the cost of 
.the tlJ)keep of these lig"l1thot1ses a11d 
fog alar111s v·vot1ld be n1t1cl1 less if \Ve 

• 
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did not provide a lasting interest 
ch.arge. If a nlan is going· to bt1ild 
a 11ouse, he ,,·ill, if possible, buil<l 
it vvitl1out borro\ving money. "fhe 
IIon. Minister of Marine and Fisl1er
ies referred to the District '{lb.icl1 I 
re1)resent. He said that my criticisrr1s 
arose fron1 the fact that I want no 
lighthouses in my district. But I do. 
There is a most i1nportant site in 
my district upon \Vhich a lighthot1se 
should be built; I mean 011 Bell Is- . 
land. This matter I have already 
brought to the attention of the House. 
'I.,he a1nount of shipping and trade 
done at B-ell Island is second to none 
in the Island. ...i\.nd it is on rthis point 
that I take exception that tl1e Govern
ment has given us no information. If 
tl1ey \vould 011ly generally indicate 

ministration. There is over tl1ree
quarters of a million increase iii rev
enue, comparing the current year 
with tl1e year 1908-9, and still you ca11-
not afford to build any lighthouses to 
the extent of one hundred thousand 
dollars. Another matter whicl1 \vas 
referred to ,~vas the number of 
lighthouses t11at had been built on the 
coasit by thB Dominion of Ca11ada. 
Well, I am not familiar with the 11is
tory of these lighthouses, but as the 
matter strikes me at the present time, 
I fail to see vvhy rthe Dominion of Can
ada should not help in their erectio11; 
and, further, I think that the Empire 
should help in the bt1ildi11g of tl1ese 
main lightl1ouses whicl1 are beacon 
lights for the traffic of the Atlantic. 
I fail to see why a sn1all Colony like 

what is rtheir intention, where they Newfoundland sl1ot1ld be burdened 
intend to build, in \vhat districts, a11d 
roug·hly estin1ate what they consider 
is required for these purposes, then 
I tl1ink the Co1n1nittee would at least 
11ave no fault to find ii1 that respect. 
For years back there have been large 
public "~arks of this l{:ind built from 
current revenue. Duri11g tl1e years be
tween 1903 and 1908 there \Vas a sum 
of $500,000 rtal{en from the reve11ue 
by the administratio11 that \vent out 
of power i11 1909, out of which a num
ber of lighthouses, fog alarms and 
other facilities 'vere erected. more 
than had ever been done in the pre
vious l1istory of the Colony. During 
that ad1ninistration, there 'vere thirty
six lig·hthouses erected arou11d the 
Colony, and seven fog alarms. When 

it went out of office there were others 
under construction, and i11cluding 
these there were fifty-two in all. That, 
Sir, exceeded all the lighithouses that 
had been built by all the i)revious ad-
1ninistrations in the history of the 
Colony. Of course, these were larg·e .. 
ly, if not entirely, built out of rev
e11ues without incurring debts. Now, 
yotl 11ave large re\renues, revenues 
\Vhicl1 exceed 111ose of the former ad-

with the erection and maintcna11ce 
of these safeguards of traffic bet-vveen 
two Continents. I tl1ink it not un
reasonable that son1e contribution 
should be made to tl1ese lightl1ouses 
by tl1ose wl10 participate in their 
benefit. There is no reaso11 'vl1y Ca11-
ada, wl1ose itrade benefits by these 
lighthouses, should not biJild or 11elp 
to build the111. There is no reaso11 
vvhy the United King·dorr1 sl1ot1ld i1ot 
help to build and nlaintai~ t11em. The:,r 
are Imperial aids ,and 11elp the wl1ole 
trade of the Empire, and it is not un
reasonable thait the Don1inion of Can
ada shot1ld 11elp in their construction. 
I do not know, l\1r. Cl1airman, that , 
anything furtl1er has been said that I 
need d-vvell upon. Of course, as I said 
in my opening remarl{S this e\rening, 
as far as these ligl1tl1ouses are con
cerned they are necessary, and I 

tl1ink rthere is no question at all 
abot1t tl1e advisability of constr11cting· 
them. The only difference t11at ex
ists between the in em be rs of tl1e 
Government and inyself, is· as to the 
manner in which irt sl1ould be done. 

I-JON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-! do not thinlc for 
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one n1oment that the a·rgument put 
forward within the last few minutes 
by the me111ber for St. John's East 
'vas rut all so11nd. He made a state
ment in this House the other evening
ing that our i1nports ex·ceeded our im
ports by tvvo million dollars, and ar
gued from that that the financial 
position of the Colony was unsound. 
Now he rtries to evade that position, 
because it has been shovvn by sev
eral members of tl1is House that 
Canada and England -vvere in the 
san1e position in proportion. I ,drew 
to his attention tl1is evening so1ne fig
ures which he forgot when he made 
his statement 1the other day. He for~ 

got to add the earning powers of the 
Colony to the exports; and if you add 
these to the exports it would show a 
balance in favour of the Colony rto 
the extent of some ten or fifteen mil
lion dollars. Now, he claims tl1e 
reason that Canada showed imports 
over e:x:ports to the exten1t of fifty or 
se1;enty-five per cent., was that Can
ada was developing so many i1e\v ir. 
dustries. That position is not sound. 
In n1y opinion he has not shown to 
this Commititee that the statement 
he n1ade the other day in the House 
\Vas a so'11nd state111ent, and in backing 
up his argument this evening, 11e has 
not produced one tithe of evidence in 
favour of that argun1ent. He has not 
shovvn that any Colony or nation in 
the vvorld is in tl1e same p8sition that 
he -vvould lil{e us to believe Ne\vfound
land is in. Does he denv that Ca11-

"' 
ada is prospero11s to-day? If Canacla 
is prosperous vvith 11er imporits ahead 

of 11er exports, there is no reason 
why Newfoundla11d should not be i11 
the same position in proportion. The11 
I drew to his attention that the free 
imports into N evvfoundland for rthe 
past year were over five million dol
lars, and most of that-in fact all of 
that on capital account-and that that 
five million should not be taken into 
consideration. Still he tries by hav-

ing· the last say here this evening to 
put i1t out to the country 
through the Reporters' Box that 
his statement is sound, and · that tl1e 
country sho11ld be alarn1ed because 
the exports are not up to the im1)orts. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that tl1ey had considered rthe 
matter to them referred; and had 
passed certain resolutions; and re
con1mended that a Bill be introduced 
to give effect to rthe same. 

On motion, this Report was receiv
ed and adopted; the Bill-" An Act to 
provide for tl1e raising by the sale of 
Debenture Bonds of a sum of money 
for the Public Service of the Colony" 
-was read a first rt ime; and ordered 
to be read a second tirne on to-mor-
row. 

SUPPLY. 
Pursuant to order and on n1otio11 of 

Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
ton1s, tl1e House resolved itself into 
Committee of the \Vhole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left ithe Chair. 
Mr. Parsons resumed the Chair of 

Committee. 
lVIr. Speaker r est1med the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered tb.e 
matter to them referred; and ha,d 
passed certair1 Resolutions. 

On motion, this Report was receiv
ed and adopted. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
Pursuant to Order, and on motion 

of Hon. Minister of Fi11anco and Cus
toms, the House resolved itself int o 
Committee of the Whole on \Vays and 
l\1eans. 

lVIr. Sp·eaker left the Chair. 
lVIr. Parso11s took the Chair of Con1-

mittee. _ 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Cl1air. 
The Chairman from tl1e Co111mittee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to then1 referred; 11ad passed 
certain resolutions v1itl1out amend
ment; and recon1mended the introduc-
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tion of a Bill to g·ive effect tl1ereto. 
On ino1tion, it ,,,,as ordered that this 

Report be received and adopted, and 
that lea.,ve be granted for the introduc
tion of tl1is Bill. 

\Vl1ereupon the Bill entitled "An 
... 4...ct further to amend 'Tl1e Revenri.e 
l-i.ct, 1905 / " \"vas introdt1ced a11d read 
a fir~t t in1e; and ordered to be read a 
second tin1e on to-n1orro\v. 

COPYRI·GHT BILL. 
Purs-::~ant to Order, and 011 inotion 

of tl1e Hon. Iviinister of Justice, the 
Bill "An Act to amend tl1e lavv relat
ing to Copyrigl1t," vvas read a third 
ti111e and passed; and it ·\vas ordered 
tl1at it be engrossed, being entitled 
as above, · a11d that it be sent to the 
Leg·islative Council \vitl1 a inessage 
reqt1esting the concurrence of that 
tody in its provisions. 

RAIL vV~i\. Y LO ... L\N BILL. 
Purs11a11t to Order and on motion or 

I-Ion. Minister of Fina11ce and Cus
toms, the House resolved itself into 
CJmmittee of the \iVhole to co11si(ler 
the Bill "~J\.n lict to pro-vride for the 
r~ising of a st1m of n1oney by loan for 
t11e extension of t,he Railvvray Systen1 
of the Colony." 

l\1r. S1)sal\:er left tl1e Chair. 
l\'.rr. Parsons took tl1e Chair of Com

n1itt2e. 

l\~r. Speaker resumed the Cl1air. 
rrhe Cl1airman Irom the· Co111mittee 

reported that they 11ad considered 
tl1e n1atter to tl1e111 referred; and 11ad 
passed the Bill \vithout an1e11dn1ent. 

011 i11otion, tl1is Re11ort -vvas rE,cciv
ed a11d adopted; and it \Tvras ordered 
tl1at the Bill be read a third ti111e on 
to-morro\v. • 

BAl\TI< BILL. 
, . 

Pl1rsuant to Ord~r and on inotion 
of Hon. Minister of Justice, the I-Iouse 
resolvred itself i11to Com111ittee of the 
vVl1ole to consider tl1e Bill, "An Act 
to a111e11d the Act 4 Ed\\rard VII. Cap. 
8, entitled 'An fict resp2cting Banks.' " 

l\fr. Speaker left tl1e Cl1air. 

lVIr. Parsons took the Chair of .Con1-
1nittee. 

Mr. Speal{er rest1med the Chair. 
. Tl1e Chairman fron1 the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred; and had 

• 

passed ·rtl1e Bill witl1011t amend111ent. 
0::.1 n1otio11, tl1is Report \Vas recei"ll

ed and adopted; a11d it \Vas ordered 
that the Bill 1Je read a third time on 
to-morrovv. 
.c\PPROPRIL-\ r-rroN OF L .. ANDS BILL. 

Pursua11t to Order, and 011 i11otion 
• 

of Hon. Minister of Jt1stice, rthe- Bill, 
"An Act to provide for tl1e appropria
tion of lands rec1uired for pt1blic 1Jt1r

l)Oses," '\Vas read a second tin1e; and 
ordered to be referred to a Con1mit
tee of the \iVl1ole Ho11se 011 to-n1orro\v. 

It was inoved and seconded tha,t 
• . 

when the House rises it adjot1rn t1n-
til to-n1orrovI, Frida}r, l\Iarcl1 29t11, at 
three of tl1e clocl{ in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned acord-
· ingly. 

FRIDAY, l\'.Iarcl1 29 1912. 

Ths nlet at three of the 
clocl{ in t11s afterncon, pursua11t to 
adjo11r11111e11t. 

Ho11. Colo11ial Secretary laid on th2 
rtable · of the House Renart of Public 

~ 

Schools of Ne\vfoundland under ' Me
thodist Boards for tl1e year ending De
cember 31st, 1911. 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS .-I 
beg, lVfr. Speaker, to · lay upon the 
table of the Reuse, statement of the 
Observatio11 I-Iospital. 

PE'rlTI·Ol\TS. 
MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.-I 

beg lea'[1e to prese11t a petition ·from 
tl1e inhabitants of the district of J-Iar
bour ?vf ai11, sig·ned by nearly every re
sident of Holyrocd, Harbour l\1ain, 
A ~londale, Conceptio11 Harbot1r · and 
Colliers, l)raying tl1at a ne\v road be 
constrt1cted fron1 Holyrood to ... i\. von
dale. Tl1e road asl{ed for \\rould n1ean 
tl1e sl1orte11ing of the n1ain li11e of 
road fro1n Holyrood to Conception 
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I-Iarbour by about five miles, so tl1at 
it therefore becomes a necessary road. 
It seen1s tl1at it was surveyed some 
years ago, but nothing ft1rtl1er '''"as 
done, and tl1e i)eople now rthinl{ that 
it is ot1r dt1_ty to endea,vour to build 
this road, if possible, out of the n1on
eys a·vailable, and they i)ray that the 
House may give this petition its most 
seriot1s co11sideration. It is the pol
icy of the Go\rernment to endeavour 
to n1eet the den1ands of all petition· 
ers ii1 tl1a.t respect, and I believe that 
tl1is will be one of the matters that 
the Governn1ent \vill take up. A road 
is for the general benefit of the pub
lic, and this one n1ore especially ,~1 ill 

be a great convenience to people 
travelling around Conception Bay. If 
\ '-lO cun i11alce tl1e main line shorter by 
five miles by .. opening up this road, 
tl1en I thi11k tl1at it is the duty of the 
House to take this inatter into con
sideration. It is rtl1e privilege of the 
re1)resentatives to do the needful in 
the matter, and we \vill do our very 
best to ineet the "\Vishes of tl1e peti
tioners in this respect. 

MR. MU RPHY.-lVIr. Speaker, I 
beg to support the prayer of the peti
tion. Tl1ere is no doubt wl1atever as 
to the necessity for the road. It will 
be a very great benefit to the people 
in that \ricinity, and I believe tl1e peti
tion v1ill receive the consideration it 
deserves. 

HON . MIN. AGR. AND MINES.
r,/rr. Speal{:er, I beg leave to present a 
i)etition fron1 the inhabitants of Sal
vage, on rthe subject of a road . 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
lVIr. Speaker, I beg leave to present 
a petition from the inhabitants of 
Hedge's Cove, Long Beach a11d Little 
I-Ieart's Ease, District of Trinity, 
i)raying that an allocation of $500 may 
be made for t he construction of a new 
brid&;e across Hodge's Cove Pond. 
Petitioners state that tl1e old bridge 
is quite beyond repair, and it is ab
solutely essential that a new bridge 

be constructed this year. I also ask 
leave to present a petition from the 
residents of Hodge's Cove, on the sub
ject of a well. Petitioners state that, 
o'ving to the difficulty of obtaining 
good drinlcing 'vater, the settlement 
has st1ff ered from time to time by out
brealcs of fever, and they pray that a 
.ne\v \Vell for the settlen1ent be con
strt1cted at a11 early date. I also pre
sent a petition from vVilliam Smith 
and other residents of Apsey Brook, 
Smith Sound, aslcing for a special 
grant to be expended on rthe road be
tween Apsey Brook and Apsen Cove. 
The condition of the road ig ~~tion
ed in tl1e petition, and it is pointed 
out tl1at it will be necessary to de
\-cto a portio11 of the g·rant to the re-
11airs <)f a 1Jridge near Apsey Brook. 
I desire to support the foregoing pe
titions, and I would ask that they be 
received and referred to the Depart
ment of Public Works. 

MR. CLI FT.-I beg leave to pre
sent a petition from rthe inhabitants of 
Rattling Brook on the st1bject of gen
eral elections; also a petition from 
tl1e san1e petitioners on the subject of 
d.istric,t req liirements. I \vould aslr 
L l1:it tl:1ese petitions be received and 
referred to tl1e Departn1ents to \.Vhich 
tl1ey relate. 

MR. CLAPP.-Mr. Spealrer, I beg 
leave to present a petition signed by 
two hundred people from Pistolet Ba,y 
io St. John's Bay. The petition is 
of such great importance to these 
people that I -vvould aslr the Clerk to 
read it. (Clerk read the petition). 
Tl1is i)etition deals -vvitl1 tl1ree im
portant points in the alteration of t11e 
la v-.r . The first is by allo,ving the use 
of sei11es in the prosecution of tl1e 
11erring fisl1ery on that part of the 
coast fron1 Pistolet to St. Jol1n Bay. 
The reqt1est of the petitioners is a 
very modest one, for they point out 
that tl1e water is shallo\v and tl1e cur
rent througl1 tl1e Straits of Belle Isle 
very strong, consequp.ntly it is im· 
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po-ssible .. to set- out the ordinary her· 
rihg net with·out great fear of it s 
destruction. They therefo r e a sk rto be 
allowed to use the or dinary seine. In 
connection with _ the second request of 
the petitioners as to the extension of 
the period d uri11g whicl1 rthey can en- · 
gage in the sea lfisher y, I may say 
the close tin1e for th e prosecution by 
steamers or ~vessels is from May 31st, 
but the sea ls do not appear on t hat 
coast until about that ti111e, and tlw r e
fore tl1ey ask that the time be .extend
ed until the n1iddle of Jt1ne. Tl1e i11ost 
important is the third, ,.vhicl1 is rtl1at 
there will be a11 a rrrendmen't 1nc:tde to 
the Deer La,v. I had occasion in 1907 
to petition His Excellency the Gov
ernor a sking for a re1niss ion of tl1e 
fines in conn.ection with ten fisher
men who had bee11 caribou shooti11g 
during the close season at Port 
Saunder s. Several times d 11ring tl1e 
open season these nlen tra veiled very 

· many m iles, but failed to find any 
deer, and through dire 'vant travelled 
during the close season some thirty 
miles inland and shot several deer 
for themselves and families. These 
men h ad done badly at the fishery, 
and unfortunately their families were 
in a destitute condition. Information 
\Vas laid against the me11, and they 
"\vere fined by Mag·istrate Dueler $10 
each and costs. With your permis
sion, Mr. Speak er, I sl1.all re~d one or 
two extracts from the evidence of 
these men, showing their condition a t 
the time ithey sl1ot the deer. This ev
idence is t aken before Mr. Goff, J.P., 
and I think it goes to sl10\v that the 
Magistrate gave a very harsh judg
ment against tl1e men, \Vl1en it is 
considered that b·y the Act he h ad 
the power of using his discretion in 
the matter in the case of settlers in 
need· of animal food. 
To Hi·s Excellency Si\r William Mc

Gr.ego·r, M . D., K. C.l\tl .G . , Go\Ternor 
of Newfoundland: 

, The petition of1 Joseph Rumbolt 

humbly sheweth that in August last 
your petitioner was fined ten dollars 
($10. 00) a.nd costs for hunting caribou 
in the close· sea:son in sprin.g. 

That a~ the time he1 con1mitted the 
offence he ha.d not sufficient food to 
enable J1im to sati:sfactorily -perform 
tl1e 11ard work at wl1ich he was en
gaged, as he 11ad no butter, no fash, 
of any kind and only one or two 
pounds of salt pork. He had no money 
to buy foo·d! and wa.s. al·ready in debt. 

That he travelled about thirty miles 
from home to get tl1e. d·eer whicl1 fel1 
to his sl1ar e .and a part of this he 
ha uled on the snow witl1out any sled, 
for about .fiive miles, and brought 
same more of it on his bac~~·.f?or abo·ut 
th,r·e·e miles. 

That during the open season he 
11unted caribou several times without 
success. 

That all of the venison whicl1 fell 
to his lot wa.sr used by hims·elfi and 
family. · 

That )""our petitioner ·nea:r·d compli
·cating· repor t s a s to the legality of a 
poor sett ler's killing a ·dee·r and un
derstood from Inspector O'Reilly that 
n o m.agistirate· would fine· a ma.n in 
impover ished circumstances for killing· 
a deer in the close sea.son. 

And your petition·er he·refore prays 
t bat tl1e fine may be re1nitted, and as 
in d t1ty lJound will eve1r pray. 

(Sgd.) JOSEPH RUMBOLT. 
Port Sau11ders, April 25th, 1907. 
r_ro H is Excelle11cy Sir vVilliam Mac

Gre.go:i:-, M . D., K.C.i\!I. G., Governo·:· 
of Newfoundland.: 
The petition of John Gould hum

bly s l1eweth that in August last your 
pet itio11er was fined ten dolla1rs 
($10 . 00) and co.sts for hunting ca·ribou 
during the close !season in spring. 

Tl1at in 0 1rder to secur,e a supply of 
fresh animal food 11e travelled' ir1 the 
country five time.s with no succes;s. 

That yot1r petition·er and all his 
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f13,mily 11a~d to work 11ard and felt 
keenly tl1e need of flesh meat at th.e 
tin1e he committed tl1e offence, as 
tl1ey had no butteir, no veg·eta.bles. ex~ 

thereby the need of fresh animal f;ood. 
And your petit1ioner therefo.re prays 

that the fine may be remitted, and as 
in ·duty bound your petitioner will 

c~Ept potatoes and no fish of aI1)7 lrind, ever pray. 
and up to the time referred to had 11is 

• 

r.ot ta.sted f1resh animal food for sev-
eral wee1{S. 

That their impoverished condition 
intensified th,eir craving for flesh meat 
of whicl1 one of tl1eir number was 
badly in need, being afflicted witl1 
scurvy. 

That all ofi tl1e venison wl1icl1 fell 
to his sha-re was co11sumed by 11is own 
family except a small portion wl1ich 
he gave to a poor woman in delicate 
health who wa.s g·reatly ,distressed in 
circumstar1ces and wl10 at tl1e time 
was living on the charity of neigh
bou1r,s. 

And your petitioner hun1bly P·r.ays 
that the fine may be remitted, and. as 
in duty bound will ever ·pray. 

• 

11is 
JOHN x GOUL,D. 

mark. 

Port · Sa11nders, April 22nd, 1907. 
':ro His Excellency Sir William Mac

Gre·,gor, M~D., K.C. M.G., Governor 
of Newfoundland: 

Tl1e petition of John Caines humbly 
sl1eweth that in September last your 
p 1etitioner was fined ten dollars 
(~lo· . 00) and costs· fo1r , killing ca1ribou 
duri11g the close sea.son i11 the sp·ring. 

That at the time he committed tl1e 
offenc·e I1is fa1nily 11ad no butter, no, 
vegetables of' any kind, no co,dfish, 
and not enough of any kind o.f food 
to last until tl1e traders came, and 
had not taken fresh a11imal foods for 
about two months. . ' 

Tliat h8 endeavoured to lay in a 
supply of v~nison during tl1e open 
s·eason but failed. 

That those of his family who were 
capable l1ad to pe,rform l1a.rd labour 
on a , very scanty supply and felt 

JOHN x CAINES. 
mark. 

Port Sau11ders, April 27tl1, 1907 . . 
To I-Iiis Excellency Sir William Mac-

Gregor, M.D., K. C.M. G., Go,rerno·r 
of Newfoundland: 

The petition of John L.avers humblf 
sl1ewetl1 that in September last yol1r 
petitioner was fined ten dollars 
($10. 00) and costs f!or hunting caJribou 
·during· the close· sea.son in the s.pring . 

• 

That as judgment by default Vlas 
entered against him owing to 11is ab- . 
sence (from home:, he· had no oppor
tunity of placing the following f/acts , 

before the mag'istrate. 
Your petitioner was head of a fa.m-: 

ily of s:ix, his wife was in delicate 
11ealth and cr.aved. for fresh animal 
food whicl1 the·y had: not tasted for two 
months o:r more . 

Tl1ey ha·d no vegetables except 
potatoes and no ifdsh of any kind. 

He 11unted caribou three, times dur
ing the open season withot1t success. 

That th·e quarter of venison which 
fell to his share was entirely used by 
11imself a.nd family. 

That those ·of his f1am1ly who were 
c.apa.ble l1ad to wo1rk hard and felt 
keenly th·e nee,d of fresh flesl1 meat 
whicl1 could' not be· bought on the 
coast. 

And your petitioner p·ray.s that the 
fiine may be remitted, .aD:d as in duty 
bound your petitioner will ever P1ray. 

his. 
JOHN x LA VERS. 

mark. 
Port Sa.unders, April 23rd, 1907. 

To I-Iis Excellency Sir William Mac~ 
' 

Gregor, 1\1:.D., K.C.M.G., Governor 
of N e-vvfoundland. 



500 HOUSE OF ASSEMB~Y PROCltltDIMGS. 

The Petition of John Hatchell hum
bly sheweth that i11 September lasrt 
your petitioner was fined ten dollars 
( $10.00) and costs for killing caribou 
during the close season in spring. 
That as judgment by default was en
tered against hjm owing to his ab
sence from home, he had no oppor
tunity of stating the follo\ving facts 
in extenuation of his offence. 

The Petitioner's mother who was 
7 2 years of age, was ailing occasi()nal
ly, and none of tl1e family could keep 
up strengtl1 on a diet of bread and 
tea, with only an occasional meal of 
salt flesh meat. 

Tl1ey had no butter, no vegetables 
no fi~h, and not enough of any kind 
of food except flour to last till the 
traders came. 
A~ part of the venison which fell to 

his share he carried on his back for 
about twP.nty miles, and his family's 
need of animal food was very great. 

The Petirtioner was in debt, and 
coulcl not afford to buy a sufficient 
stocl{ of provisions in the fall to last 
until the traders came. 

His family had not tasted fresh ani· 
mal food for about two moniths be .. 
fore he got the venison for which he 
V\ras convicted. 

He understood that when a poor 
settler' t3 necessity was llrgent he 
could lawfully kill a deer at any 
ti1ne. 

The venison which fell to his share 
was entirely used by himself and his 
family. 

And your petitioner humbly prays 
tl1at the fine may be remitted. And 
as in duty bound will ever pray. 

his 
JOHN x HATCHELL, 

• mark 
Port Saunders, April 23, 1907. 

These poor fellows had to pay the 
fine with the help of outsiders. This 
is not the first time rthat lVIr. Dud er 
lacked discretion in trying such 
cases on the coast. The petitioners 

now ask that the law be alterecl. The 
law at rthe present time is that cari
bou can be killed from 20th of Octo b· 
er and closes on January 31st, and 
they ask that the time be extended 
six -vveeks from that date. The posi
tion of these fishermen on that coast 
(that part of St. Barbe) is far differ
ent to Fortune Bay or Burgeo. The 
caribou begin to go south in October, 
except a few that n1ay be sheltered 
in some parts of that country, but 
rthese are exceedingly few co1npared 
\vith the main l1erd. The caribou be
gin to come north again about the 
middle of April, so I do not think the 
Government would cause injury to the 
deer if the time was extend
ed for the period asked for. The dis
trict that will be affected will be that 
between Pistolet Bay and Bay St. 
John. This petition is one which took 
a good deal of time to get up, for it 
takes in one hundred and twenty 
miles or more along tho coast line, 
and I a1n sure that there is not a man 
\Vho has signed the petition vvho is not 
in earnest about it. I have been down 
the coast myself, and the one cry that 
I have heard is give us some fresh 
meat for ourselves and families dur
ing the long winter months. Change 
the Deer Law. These people have 
not three or four head of cattle as 
some people in other parts of the Is
land enjoy, and they depend on the 
caribou for their winter supply of 
meat. It isn't fishermen who destroy 
the deer, but the sportsmen from 
abroad. We have seen it in rthe past. 
I have heard a lot this session about 
tuberculosis and sanitaria, but our 
first care to prevent disease should 
be to feed our people, to bring up 
healthy cl1ildren. In a climate such 
as ours, which is in some parts of the 
year almosrt Arctic (I refer now to St. 
Barbe District), it is absolutely neces-. 
sary to give the people a good supply 
of animal food if it can be obtained, 

a11d if fifteen hundred people on that 

/ 
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~ 
coast can receive that animal food 
by the killing of caribou \Vithourt in 
any ·\\ray exterminating that animal, 
or without unnecessary slaughter, 
then the Government ought to allow 
the people of St. Barbe rto kill for 
their own consumptio.n. If they are 
in earnest in their endeavour to stamp 
out tuberculosis, I think they should 
amend the law in this districit as the 
petitioners have re-quested, and allow 
them to secure fresh meat for them
selves and 1 their families in such a 
severe climate where fresh meat is a 
primary essential to that good, vigor
ous blood whic~1 is the life and stabil
ity of the race. 

What . would the P1rime Minister· or 
n1yself dq \if we were ·placed in tl1e 
sa·me· position .as1 those fishermen wl10 
were fined by Magistrate Du·der? 
Wl1at would we ·do· if the deer came 
along and we had children who were 
starving if·or· want of food? \Vould we 
look twice at the law befor·e we went 
out ·and procuTed tl1e nece·ssary n1ea,t 
to ward off that starvation whicl1 was 
staring ou·rselves and families in the 
face? Isn't the ·deer sent there by 
Providence for· these men to make us.e 
of them? I submit rthat the evidence 
wl1ich I have read shows a gireat lack 
of discretion on the part of the magiis-
tra te in fining these· people. Novv) 
Sir, I am, not going· to detai11 the 
House·, but I would ask that the peti
tio11 receive the serdous consideration 
of tl1e Government. No injury c·an 
PO·ssibly result Jiron1 killing deer on 
this part of the country during the 
extra per-iod that the petitioners. have 
asked for. I trust the Government will 
give the matters tl1e· attention which 
they ·deserve, and I would ask that tl1e 
petition ue referred to the Marine and 
Fisheries Department. 

HON. MR. EMERSON~! would like 
to say one or two· wo1rd1s 1in referenc·e 
to the petition and particularly witl1 
rega·rd to that portion of it whicl1 

getting deer in the winter time. Un
f O·rtunately the ·deer in. this country 
divide themselves into two herds. the 
nortl1ern herd which does not come 
south and the southern herd, .by far 
the large1r of the two, which come·s 
down to the southern f1ringe of our 
coast and! in winter a:re to be foun·d 
near the sea. In 1904 a number of peo
ple i11 Burgeo were p1rosecuted for kil
ling a f ev animals and the people of 
that district were very soire about it 
because they looked upon the killing 
of deer as perfe.ctly legal and legiti
mate, for their own use. They did not 
l\:ill the dee•r to sell, but for their own 
use, fo-r the· practice of selling venison 
has gone out almost enti1rely; t re
member in y.ears gone by having seen 
hundreds of carcases of! venison land
ecl fro1n tl1e coastal steamer and sent 
to the Auctioneer, where it was, sold 
at .a very low f,igure, in fa.ct, at a 
price that brought no profit to the 
man '\\~ho sl1ot the animals1 or to any~ 
body else. Particularly "\<Vas thjs the 
c·ase when the weather was m'ild for 
t11en the venison was allowed1 to go at 
almost . any price. The people along 
tl1at coast are to-day unanin1ol1s, in 
their opinion that hardship is inflict
ed upon them b)r the present law 

wl1ich cloes not allow them to kill 
deer when tl1ey arei available and they 
ask, tl1erefore, that th,e season for 
killing sl1ould be extended to tl1e 
n1iddle (Jf lVIa:rch, so tl1at they may be 
able to g·et some of tl1is venison for 
food. At the present time· it works Ollt 
in tl1is way. Du·ring the fall the peo
ple of the districts1 of Burgeo and L,a 

Poile and Forr'tune Bay are engaged in 
the :Disheryi and they have, no time· to 
go after venison and the dee·r do not 
c·ome along until the end of Janurury, 
at which time the close season begins. 
They are thus prevented from killing 
any of the animals. I have ver·y 
strong opinions. on this matter and I 
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d·eals with the Deer· Law. 
Ever since I have been a mem be:l' 

of this House and d u·ring the time 
that I repr.esented Burgeo, I kept ham
mering .away at the Government with 
which I was assocdated to alte·r tl1e 
law in such a "\Vay as to .give tl1e peo
ple of the South c·oa.st a chance of 
believe our fishermen :Dully appreciate 
t11e value of our deer· as an ass.et to 
the ·country. I would go so far as to 
say that if the '1season was. open all 
the year round there would be no -:.-l.1es
truction of the he·rd by our fishermen 
and there would be no ev"'il consequen
c1es to the herd. The calling of our 
fishermen and their engagem·ents and 
purs.u'its would leave little time for the 
killing of caribou. The only da.nge·r o·fi 

exterminating these animals · comeis 
f.rom the sale of venison on a large 
scale as in former years, and if that 
is done away witl1 and people a:re al
lowed to kill cruribou fK>ir their own 
use at any time 'in the year, there 
need'. be little fear that the heir·d wdll 
be diminished to any appreciable ex
te11t. If the magistrate.s and Jus
tices1 of the Peace of the colony used 
a little ·common sense in dealing witl1 
alleged infractions of the deer law, and 

~ 

a little more discretion, we \vould not 
hear such a lot · of: exagge•rations 

about the indiscriminate 1slaughter of 
Caribou by our fishermen. If they 
took into c·onsiideration the 37th sec
tion of the Act of 1902 wl1icl1 allows 
the magistrate to use 11is own disicre
tion when ·deer ar.e killed by pooir peo
ple if1or food, and which was put in 
the Act no ·doubt to take the ·place of 
the "poor settler;s clause," . under the 
fo!r·mer law, they would not infltct pun
ishment on those who killed a deer 
to p·rovide food fo!r hilms·elf an(l Iris 
family. The magistrates must know 
what great hardships. are endured by 
our people and espec.ially the fi,sher
m·en by the pres.ent law. As the re-

p:resentative of the people of~ Fortune 
Bay, I know the sentiments of my 
constituents, as to the D·eer Law and, 
as I have said before, when any meas
ure comes before me 11aving for , ·its 
o.bject the extension O·D the time ·for 
the killi:pg of ·deer .and .allowing the . 
people of . the district · to have veni:son 
in thei1r possession, I sl1all vote for it. 
Tli.e law is also a har:dship · on · i · the 
people of the district of Burgeo and 
LaPoile, but 1.t does not ,affe,ct · othe1· 
parts of. the country as much as it 
does these two districts. I know that 

' 

people of the other ·districts will say 
that it is all veTy well fo 1r the dis·trict 
of Burgeo and Fortune Bay to advo
c·ate the k1illing of deer, but if the 
time is extended what will be the 're
,sul t? It · will mean, they say, tl1at "the 
herd will be cut up and very tfew will 
be alive to return nortl1. Tl1is is the 
argument that I vras met with by all 
the representatives of tt1e Bond Go·v--
ernment, when I endea.voured to have 

" 

the time extended, and I under'stand 
that hon. members representing nor
thern distri,cts hold the sar.ae views 
to-day. It .so·unds ·reasonable enough 
but if you can make a law r.egulating· 
the lobster and the herring fisheries 
in the different parts of the tsland, 

why cannot the same be done in con~ 
nection witli the Deer L.a w. I would 
ask the hon. membe·r the Mini.ster of 
J\1arine and Fisheries. to try and get 
the ·Game Bo·ard to take tl1e matter 
u.p, a.nd· see if, .som.e means c·annot be 
devised wl1ereby the· people of the 
districts inte·rested will be allo\ved to 
kill deer for tl1ei1r own personal use, 
duri11g the; months of February and 
March. I have much pleasure in sup
po,r ting the prayer of this petition. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.

I would like to ,say a wo-rd in sympa
tl1y \Vith the petition presented by the 
hon. member for St. Barbe. The pe
tition is. a well -vvritten one, contaJns 
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much material ,and to a certain extent 
the petitioners make out a f,airly 
strong cas.e. A.s :regar·ds the 11eTring· 

fishery, I am not of· course, as1 compe
tent to .spea.k on the matter as other 
members of the House, but if it is 
true that the us.e of seines along that 
coast ·does. not cause. any permanent 
injury to the d)ishery, I am su1re the 
matter will receive careful consiclera
tion by the Fishery Board. As. to tl1e 
catc.hing· of seals, I n1ay .say that 
there never was any law against the· 
tak.i11g of ·sea_ls fir·om the land, and the 
peo.ple on the coast have the rigl1t to 
take then1 .at any time. The law ap
plies to .steamers. only, and conse
quently on this. matter m.y · hon. 
friend 11as only to inform h1s consti
tu·en ts to that effect and thi.s difficulty 
will disappear. 

Now, regarding the Deer Law.· As 
the hon. member of Fortune Ba.y 11as 
pointed out, the law at the present 
time is 1a little ·different to wl1at it 
wa.s. Unde·r tl1e. old law any poor 
settler, who was a r:es.id·ent of the 
colony, 11ad a 1r'ight to kill a deer to 
provide himself witl1 food, but some
times. this right was abt1sed. a.nd in 
1902 the law. was amended. That Act 
of- 1902 has. be:en in force ever since 
and und.er 1s.ec:tion 37 of~ it a magis
trate jg, .allowed mucl1 discretion, fo·r 
if he· is c.onvinced that the party who 
J\:ills caribou out of season ·does so 
because h.e is in need of food1 he can 
look upon that as a ,sufficient answe·:r 

to the charge and allow h.im to g·o 
:tree. Tl1e whole matter is one '\vhich 
mi.g·ht be considered by the Game 
Board forr afte·r all the chief object of 
the Act is to prese,r·ve the ca:-r1bou, as 
they are a national asset and attract 
hundr.eds on tourists, every year. 
However, we should not p·reserve 
them for tour.ists at the cost of g·reat 
deprivation to ou1r own people. The 
g·reat danger, as has been pointed out, 

arises from tl1e sellin.g of venison, for 
I 11a ve s.een carcases piled. many f:e~t 

high in . the auction marts of 
the city. To-day ve11ison can
not be bought. This has caused some 
inconvenience to those who used to 
buy it at a cheap price fo:r food~ bu.t 
it has meant tl1a:t the valuable animal 

' ' 

has been prese1r"·ved. I have m11ch 
pleasure in supporting· the petition. 

MR. CLAPP-I may say tha.t if tl1e 
mag,istr.ate at Po·rt Saunders. had 
sl1own any d.iscretion wl1en these peo
ple were brought before 11im, the peo
ple of tl1e coast wo.uld not have f1elt 
so badly about it. Tl1ei1r condition wa.s . . . 

a serious one for they hall nothing in 
tl1eir homes, and 11ad .11ot a c_ent w.ith 
which to buy food, so tl1.at they were 
in every way entitlerl to be treated 
with lenienc·y by the magistrate. 

QUESTIONS . . 
MR. EARLE ·asked the l\/Iinister ·of 

Public Works to lay on tl1e table of 
tl1e House a statement showing the 
names of those supplying tlte feed for 
the hor.ses ·in. the Fire- and' · · · Polic,e 
Depairtments from April 1st, · 1911; to 
date; ~1hetl1er the· .same is suppli1ed 
under contract, and .at what · irate the 
.same is paid fo·r, and whetl1er Public 
Te11der was called for the same. . . 

MINISTER PUBLIC . WORKS.-In 
reply, I beg· to say that the statem:ent 
is in course of p1reparatioil. ·. . · ; ·· 

MR. EARLE asked tl1e Minister. 'ofi 
lv.Iarine .and Fisherie·s for ii_ stat~~~nt 
shcYv"ing tl1e action taken ' by ti1e Gov
ernment or by 11i,s. Department in ·con-
11ection with the American fish;ing v~s
sel "Arathusa," seized in the m.on_"th ' ~f 
Jt1ly last, and the other ·Americian v'€is
sel seized' about the same· time, . also 
sl1owing whetl1er any forfeiture of1 the 

vessel's tackle or her fishing · g~ar· ·a:nd 
appliances, boats, do'ries of ~ oth!er 
prope:rty '\Vas enforced. If so, to plac.e 
upon tl1e · table a.Ii inventory ofi the 

' . . 

property so forfeited and to state 
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wl1ether the property ~o forfeited was 
sold., and whether it was sold by auc
tion or private sale. In eitl1er case 
stati11g, in detail, the names of tl1e 
part.ies, the amount ag1reed to be paid 
a.nd amount paid and the amounts lln
paid, iD any, in ea.ch ca.se. If any of 
the said property has. not been sold, 
vvhy has it not been sold and where 
it now is. 

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND 
FISHERIES-In reply I beg to say 
that i11 tl1e· c.ase of the "Arethusa.," 
the .sale of seiz.ed dories etc., realised 
$72. 70, whicl1 with a fine of $850 pa.id 
by the vessel, was paid into the Treas
ury. Anothe·r schooner, the Har
mo.ny, ·was fined $800 :fior a breac11 of 
the Fishery laws, and. $400 for a 
breach of Customs laws, both fines be
ing paid. 

MR. KENT askecl the Hon. Minis
ter of Agri1culture and Mines to lay on 
the ta.ble of1 the Hou.se copy of tl1e re
port of the Ag1ricultural S·ociety es
tablished at Harbor Main for the 
year 1911, .also a copy of all correspon
dence be·tween his. Department and 
any of tl1e officers or late office·r:s of 
that society; al so a statement sl1owin.g 
in deta.il, tl1e expenditur·e1s, made by 
that society ,during the said year, 
with names of parties and purposes. of 
eac·h payment; also details of the live 
stock and other· agricultura.l girants in 
kiv.d m,ade to that society in the year 
1911, with names. of parties who ire
cei ved same from the Society. 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 
MIN ES-The statement asked for is 
in course. of preparation, and v1ill be 
table·d to-morrow. 

MR . . KENT asked tl1e Hon. Minis
te·r or Finance and Customs to lay on 
the table of the House a statement of 
Fines and Forfeitu,res received by th~ 
Government from Januairy 1st, 1911, td 
date, and of the appropriation thereof. 

HON. MIN. FINANCE AND CUS-

by whom, and what fie1e arie they 
paying. 

r~CN. COLONIAL SECRETARY-In 
reply, I beg to state tl1at tl1e operator s 
are allowed to have only one pupil. 
The pupil at Grate's C,ov·e is Miss 
Miriam Avery. The Government 
makes no charge for tuition, but it is 
unde1ristood tha.t a nominal fee is col
lected by the, opeTator. I also beg to 
to .. ble the account for small-pox ex
penditure at Western Bay, asked fo1~ 

by Mr. Kent. 
Hon. Minister of Justice .gav·e no

tice tl1at he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend 
"The Election Act, 1889." 

Tl1e Chairman f1rom the Committe.e 
of ·the Whole on Supply reported! cer
tain Resolutions, which were read a 
first time, as follows: -

A·dditional Estimates . . $109,810 
The said Resolutions being read a 

second time, it was. moved that tl1e 
House c·oncur witl1 the Committee 

said1 Resolutions 
'\Ve1re agreed to. 

WAYS· AND· MEANS. 
Pursuant to order and on motion of 

I-Ion. Minister of Finance .and Cus
toms, the House resolved i tseli1 in to 
Committee of the Whole on Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
M.r. Parsons took the Cl1ai·r of Com-

1nittee. 
T.he· Chairman from the Committee 

epo,rted tl1at they had: passed the 
allowing Resolutions:-

RESOLVED: That towards making 
good tl1e Supply granted to His Ma
.jesty on ace.cunt of. certain expenses 
of the Public, Service for the fina.ncial 
year ending June 30th, 1912, the sum 
of $421,023. 50 be g.ranted out of tl1e 
Consolidated Revenue Fund oe the 
Colony. 

RESOLVED: That towards making 
g·ood the Supply granted to H.is Ma-
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jesty on account of certatn exp.enses 
TOrVIS-In reply, I beg to say that tl1e 
staten1ent Is being prepa.red . 

MR. KENT asl{ed tl1e Hon. Colonial 
Secretary to la.y 011 the table of the 
1-Iot1se a staten1ent, 'in detail, giving 
tl1e names of sucl1 pe·rsons a s. a.re per-
1nitted to i)ractise telegraphy in the 
Postal Office at Gr::tte's Co\re. If such 
persons were svvorn to secrecy ; if so, 

: of the Public Service for the financial · 
· year endi11g June 30th, 1913, the sum 

of $2,143,263. 94 be granted out of the 
Co11solidated Revenue. Fund of the 
Colony. 
· REQQL\7yiD · :..._.;· JI ·/ J2J • That notwith standing 

tl1e la.w to tl1e 
co11 tra1"y, it sl1all be lawful 
for · tl1e Go·ve.rnor-in-Council , in 
case of tl1e districts or neighbour
hoods having local Boar ds or Coun
cils, to authorfze the payment at any 
time a:ter tl1e 30th, ·day of June, 1912, 
to such local boa,-:ds or councils of all 
tl1e monies voted i11 1respect of s.ucl1 
clistricts or neigl1bo11rl1oods , :Qor public 
cl1ariti~~ a11d for roads, bridges, and 
fer1~~ ies, in Schedule B . , and all such 
monies when paid them 
may be expendled by s uc:h board1s or 
cou11cils for such locc:tl n eed.s and re
quirements as the boards or c·ouncils 
i11ay 1c1eter1nine . 

RESOLVED: Tl1e inoni.es heireby 
ap1::ropri.atecl shall be paid by the Hon. 
r,1inis ter of Fina.nee a11d Customs in 
disc11arge of such warrants, as m.ay 
from ti1ne to ti1ne be .drawn by the 
Governor .:1o·r tl1e pu.rpose . 

RESOLVED : Tl1at ,a Bill be intro
c111ced to give effect to tl1e·ne Resolu
tions. 

Orderecl: Tl1at this report b·e receiv-
ed and .adopted; an.d that leave be 
granted for tl1e introduction of the 
said Bill . 

Wl1ereu1)on thie Bill entitled "An 
Act for tl1e granting 1to His Majesty 
certain sums of mon ey for d·efraying· 

certain expenses of the Public Ser-
·vice foir· the Fina11cia.l year.s ending 
respectively, tl1e 30th day of June, 
1912, .and the 30th day of June, 1913, 
and for other purposes relatin.g to the 
Public Service," was introducied and 
read a first time, and o.r1de1red to be 
read a se·cond time on to-mo·rrow. 

RAIL,W A y · L:OAN BILL. 
Pursuant to order· and on motion of 

Hon. Minister of Fina.nee and Cus, 
toms tl1.e Bill "An Act to p1rovide for 
raising of a .sum of n1oney by loan fo·r 
the extension of the Railway System 
of tl1e Colony," wa,s rea.d a third tim.e 
and passed; ancl it was or·dered that 
it be ,engrossed, being entitled as 
above, and ,that it be .sent to the Leg
islative Council with .a message· :ce
que.sting the c·oncurrenc:e of that body 
in its p·rovisions. 

·PHARMACY BILL. 
Pursua.nt to Order .and on motion of 

Hon. Minister of Justice the Bill "An 
Act to. amend the Act 4 Edward· VII., 
Cap. 8, e11title·d "An Act respecting 
Banks," was r.ead a thi.rd time and 
pas,sed; and it was or)dered that it :be 
eng'.rossed, being entitled as. above, 
and that it be sent to the Leg.islative 
Council with 1a message requesting 
the concurrence of that body in its 
provisions. 

Pursuant to Orde:r .and on motion of 
Hon. Minister of Justi1ce the House 
resolved i'tself into Co·mmittee o.f tl1e 
Whole to consideT' th.e Bill "An A.ct 
to p.rovid.e for the appropriation of 
lan·ds. r.equired for Public Purp.oses." 

Mr. Speake·r left the Chai.r'. 
Mr. Par.sons took the Chair of Com

mittee. 

lVIr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Tl1e Cha,irman ifl~om th.e c ·omm'.ittee 

re·ported that they had c·onside·re:d~ the 
matter to them refe:rred; and had pa,s
·sed tlJ.e Bill without amendment. 

On motion tl1.i1s re•po;rt , was 11~eceived 

and adopted; and it was ordered that 
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this Bill be read a tl1ird time on to
morr·ow. 

Pursua.nt to order, arid oh m.otion of 
Hon~ Minister of Financ·e and Ctlis
toms the Bill "An Act to provide for 
the raising by tl1e Sale of Debenture 
Bonds of .a sum oD money for "The 
P11bli.c Se·rvice· of th,e Colony" was 
read a second time; and it was orkler
ed 1that it be refer-re·d1 to a Committee 
of the Whole House on to-morrow. 

REVENUE' BILL. 
Pursuant to Or·de;r a11d on motion of 

Hon. l\'Iin,ister of Finance and Cus-
toms. the Bill "An Ac't f:uTther to 
amend "The Reve-nue Act 1903," wa,s 
read a second time; and it was o·rd1er
ed that it be referred to a Committee 
of th·e Whole Hous,e on to-morrow. 

Mr. Kent gave. notice o·f Question. 
Mr. Clift gave notice of Question. 
The 1remaining Or·ders of tl1e Day 

wer·e def~:rr·e·d. 

It was moved! and 1s,econded that 
when the HoUJse rises, 'it adjourn until 
Monday next, April 1.st., .at thre,e of 
the clock in the, afte,rnoon. 

The House th1en a·djou,rned ac'cord
in.gly .. 

--- • 

MONDAY, A.pir11 1. 
The House meit at 3 of the cloclr in 

the afternoon, pursuant to adjot1rn
ment. 

PETITIONS. 
' 

· MR. SEYMOUR.-! beg le~;i.,re to 
I 

present a petition from Bishop 1\Iarch, 
Canon Noel and other residents of 
Hr. Grace asking for extension o E tl1e 
sewerage system there from Cuc 11ra11e 
St. easrt. Quite a number of resid
ents on Water St. have no se''lerag\~ 

connection, and some arrangen1e11ts 
ought to be made whereby the:y- ca11 
obtain it, as it is badly needed. The 
case with many is that they can11ot 
get water in, because they cannot get 
it ot1t again. I can see no reason ¥ll1y 
the prayer of the petition should not 
be granted, and I have much pleas·· 

ure in supporting it. 
!\.1 R. PARSONS.-! have much plea

sure in supporting the petition. I also 
ask leave to present a petition from 
the inhabitants of Bryant's Cove, on 
tl1e subject of rtelephone connection. 
I do not \vish to detain thB House, but 
I \vould like to state some facts in 
connection with the telephone system 
i11 tl1e district. In 1907 or 1908 we pe
titioned to the House for a telephone 
for the South Side and Carbonear, 
and we were told to put in a report. 
vVe did so, but it was not accepted, 
for it vvas estimated that it would cost 
$1,400 to put it there. - From that 
time the only thing that we got were 
a few selections from political gramo
phones until rtl1e present administra
tion came into power, when we to.ok 
up the matter again and finally, after 
the matter was refer.red to my hon. 
friend, ·Mr. Murphy, President of the 
Electrical Company at Carbonear, we 
secured itwo . 'phones, one at River
head and dne on the Southside at $40 
each. We got the whole thing for 
that amount, and Mr. Murphy said 
tl1e other day that the Government 
had the bes:t of the bargain. Howev
er, I believe that as a result, there 
are to-day about thirty . private tele
phones now in use, and more are be
ing added. I merely state this to 
show what can be done. The peo~ple 

of Bryan1t's Cove ask for extension to 
their place, which is two and a half 
miles from the Southside. They also 
ask for some mile posts to guide peo
ple towards that settlement. Two 
men went astray on their way there 
rthis winter, and if the Government 
can see its way clear to have the 
posts put there, it will be a .great con-
venience to the, people of the place, as 

well as to those living in the neigh
bouring· settlemen:ts. 

MR. SEYMOUR.-! have much 
lJleasure in supporting the petition 
presented by my hon. colleague. The 
telephone is a great benefit ~to the 

• 
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people when they wish ·to · call a ·coc. 
tor or clergyman, and in other "\Va vs. .. 
I trust the Government will see its 
way clear to grant the request of the 
petitioners. 

HON·. C·OLONIAL S·ECRETARY.-I 
ask leave · to pres-ent a petition from 
Ireland's Eye, in rthe district of 'friu.
ify, on the subject of Telegrapl1 ex
tension. The petitioners are very de
sirous of having Ireland's Ey•J co11-
nected with the Government telegrapl1 
system, and they ask that the rtele
graph wires be extended from Brit
annia Cove to Thoroughfare, a clist 
a·nce of ·ten miles, and that a, cable 
be l'aid petween Thoroughfare and Ire
land's Eye, a distance of abo11t 011e 

n1ile. It is poinrted out in tl1e peti
tion that during the winter montl1s 
Ireland's Eye has practically no con4 

nection "\vith the outside world, and 
that a telegraph office woulrl conse
quently be a great boon to the . peo
ple. I also ask lea:ve to present a 
petition · from Hodge's C·ove, · Long 
Beach · and St. Jones Within, in the 
South. West .P ... rm of Random·, District 
of Trini:ty, praying that . Hodg2's Co,7 e 
may be made a port of call for tl1~ S. 
S. Ethie. ·At present the steamer 
calls Q,nly at Fox Harbour, 2t the en
tr.ance to the South West ~L\r1n, and 

• ~ • I 

peti1tioners. point out the conve11ience 
it . wo11ld be to the residents of the 
Arm if one or more ports of ca1 l were 
added. I beg to support the f~regoing 
pet~ti-Ons, an~ wit}:i regard to tl1e lat
ter would say that I hope that, when 
the schedule 'for the S.S. Ethi·3 is re-. 
vised, ·· it will be ·possible to arrange 

. ' ' for · the steamer to call, not onl)'· at 
Hoq,ge's Cove, but also at i'rorther11 
Bight. I would ask that rthe petitions 
be ·received and referred· to ti1e · De · 
partment of the Colonial · Sec~·etary, 

in '· order · that they may recei1re co11· 
' 

sideration at the hands of tlle Ex-
ecu~tive Government. 

HON. MIN. A.GR. AND MINES.
. I beg to lay on the table of the J-Io11se 

reply ·, to Mr. Clift's question of :\Iarcl1 
27th . 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister laid on 
+ • ( -

the table of the Hotlse copies of cor-
respondence between the Prime . Min
is:ter and Sir Courtenay Ilbert, Clerk 
of British House of Commons, in re
lation to the constitutional issue in
volved in accepting tl1e Reid ~anitaria. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they 11ad 
passed the . Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act respecting certain Retiring Al
lowances," without amendment. 

EDUCATION BILL. 
Mr. Speaker informed the Hot1se 

ithat he had received a message from 
the Legislative . Council acquainting 
the House of Asse~bly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act ft1rther to amend . 'The Education 
Act, 1903,' " wi1th some amendments, 
in 'vhich they requested the concur
rence of the House of Assembly. 

' 

. On .motion the amendments were 
read~ ~ first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on to-morrow. 

QUESTIONS. 
MR. KENT aslred the Hon. Minis

ter of Fina11ce to lay on the table of 
the House a copy of the Auditor Gen
eral's Report tabled in this House 
during the session of 1908 on the . Ap
propriation Accounts and alsq on ex
penditures under section 326 of . the 
Audiit Act, and expenditures for which 

I . 

no legislative· authority existed. 
HQN. MIN. OF FINANCE-The Re

port is being copied. 
EDUCATION BILL 

Pursuant to Notice and Lea·ve 
granted, Hon. Minister of Justice in
troduced the Bill "An Act to amend 
'The Election Act, 1889.,' " which was, 
on motion, read a first time, and or
dered to be read a second time on to
morrow. 

' ' 

APPRO·PRIA.TION OF LANDS· BILL . 
P11rsuant to order and on motion 
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of Hon. Minister of Justice, the Bill 
'"An Act for the Appropriation of Priv
ate La11ds for Certain Public Purpo
ses," v1as read a third tir11e and pass
ed; and it wasi ordered that it be e·n
grossed, being entitled as above, and· 
that it ·be sent to t11e Legislative 
Council with a message requesrting 
the concurrence of that body in its 

• • • prov1s1ons. 
PUBLIC SE·RVICE BILL 

Pursu3,nt to Order and on motion of 
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
tom_s, the Bill "An Act for the grant
ing to His Majesty ceritain Sums of 
l\'Ioney for defraying certain expenses 
of the Public Service for the financ
ia l years ending respectively the 30th 
da3r of June, 1912, and the 30th day 
of June, 1913, and for other purposes 
r elating to the Public Service," was 
read a second rtime and ordered to be 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
I-Io11se on to-morrow. 

. LOAN BIL1L. 
Pt1rsuant to Order and on motion 

of Hon. Minister of Finance, the 
House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole to consider rthe Bill, "An 
~ct to provide for the Raising by the 
Sale of Debenture Bond,s of a sum of 
money for the Public Service of the 
Colony." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from rthe Committee 

reported that they had consi.dered the 
matter to them referred 1 and had 
passed the Bill vvithout amendment. 

On motion this Report was recejv
ed and adopted; and it was ordered 
tl1at this Bill ·be read a third time on , 

to-morrow. 
REVE·NUE BILL. 

Pursuant to Order and on motion of 
Hon. l\!Iinister of Finance and Ct1s~ 

toms, the House resolved itself into 
Commi_tlee of rthe· Whole to consider 
the Bill, "An Act further to amend 

the Revenue Act, 1903." 
Mr. S pea,ker left the Chair. 
lVIr. Parsons took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
' 

Mr. Speal{er resun1ed the Chair. 
The Chairman · from the Commit

tee reported that they had considered 
·the matter -to them , referred, and had 
passed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion, rthis Report was receiv
ed and adopted, and it was ordered 
tl1at this Bill be read a third time on 
to-morrow. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It vvas moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
,to-morrow, Tuesday, April 2nd, at 
three of the cloclr in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord· 
ingly. 

TUESDAY, April 2nd. 
The House met at th,ree of the 

clock in the· a1fternoon, pursuant to 
adjourn.ment. 

Hon . . Colonial Secretary laid on the 
table of the Hous.e the detailed ac
count:s of the'. St. J ol1n's Municipal 
Council for year 1911. 

PETITIONS. 
HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 

MIN ES-Mr. Sp.eaker, I beg leave to 
pres.ent ·a petition tflr·om Cull's Harbor, 
asking fo .. r $250 to oons·truct a road at 
that place~ . Atso petitions. from Greens 
pond, Flat Is1lands and Squid Tickle 
fo r telepl1one extension. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-

Mr. Speak.er, I ask leave to· present 
a petition from J ·ohn T. Currie, J.P., 
the Rev. John T. Newman, Mos\e·s 
Currie·, .and other residents of1 Ra.n
·dom Island, p~·aying that a bridge be 
ere.cte.d acros,s. the Bar at Bar Point, 
to · conne·ct the Western end of Ran
·dom Island w.ilth the mainland. Peti
tioners consider th.at a bridge at the 
place referre·d to can be. constructed 
without any great difficulty, and th.e·y 
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point out thait, a.s the Branch Rall· 
way from Shoal Harbour to Bona vis
ta passes within one· hundred yards 
of Bar Point, the consitruction 0 1f the 
bridge has become very neces1sary rf\or 
the convenience of the 1500 inhabi
tants of Random Island. It is stated 
in the petition tl1at tl1e ·distance from 
tl1e Island ·t:o the mainland at Ba.r 
Point is only about two hundred 
yards and tl1at the water is. sl1allow, 
ther·e being only six f.eet at high tide 
at the centre of tl1e Bar and running 
very sl1allow on either end. The 
botitom is compo1se·d of mud and sand, 
making it easy to pile or build cTibs, · 
and as tl1e Bar seldom freeze·s over, 
there would be no danger of running 
ice taking the b'ridge ·a way. P.eti
tioners estimate that a substantial 
bridg·e could be built for the sum of 
$2000. Tl1e western end of' Random 
Island contains som.e valuable agri
cultural land which, in the opinion of 
tl1e petitioners, would long ago have 
been under cultiva,tion had the peo
ple easy commun.ication with the 
mainland. Tl1is petition, Mr . . Speake1r, 
is one of more than ordinary import
ance, and I would ask that it be re
ceiv---ed ·and ref erred to the Depart
ment of ·Public Wo,rks, where1 I trust 
it will receive every consideration. 

MR. DEVEREUX-I lliSk leave to 
present a petition from J. T. Wil-
liam,s and others of Woody I·sland, on 
the subject of1 Telegraph extension. 
Petitioners also ask for the sum of 
$100 for the purpose of building a 
public wharf tl1ere. A1so a petition 
f1rom the inhabitants of Haystack, 
which is largely signe,d, asking for 
the sum of $150 to construct a road 

' 
which would be of great benefit to · 
the p'.eople. I give tl1e petitions my 
hearty Sl1ppo1rt. 

MR. Le FE UVR E-Mr. Speaker,! beg 
leave to prese·nt petitions from La.m
aline a.nfr High Beach, for a cottage 

Hospital, and also a petition from 
Bur'in an.d ne.ig·hbourhood, asking that 
a s.anita:ri um be erecte·d at Bur'in 
proper. It gives me muc·h pleasure 
to present these to-day, bec·ause tl1e 
petitioners pay a splendid tribute to 
the donors of1 tl1is gift, and bec:ause 
the petition i,s also1 an endorsation of 
the policy of the Gove·rnment on this 
question of.· tuberculosis. 

MR. CLAPP-Mr. Speaker, I b·eg to 
present a ·petition from the inhabi
tants of Old ·Perlican on the subject 
of a general election thi·s [:all. Also 
a p.etition from the inhabitants of 
Valleyfield, Bonavista Bay, on the 
same subject; also a petition from 
officers and me.mbers. of the F. P. U. 
at Newtown on the same subject. A 
number o·D similar petitions have·· al
ready been preisented, therefore I 
need not say much upon the subject. 
I can however, assu.re the Prime Min
ister that those who signe>d1 these pe
titions l{new perfectly well what 
tl1ey '\Vere sig11ing. I beg that they 
be ref erred to tl1e dpartment of the 
Colo11ia.l Sec.retary. 

I.JOAN BIL.L. 
Pursuant to order and 011 motion of 

Hon. Minister 0 ~1 Finance and Cus
toms, tl1e Bill "An Act to provide for 
the raising· by the Sale of Debenture 
Bonds of a sum of money for the 
Public Service o·:( the Colony," v1as 
read a thir.d time an,d passed; and it 
was ordered that it be engrossed, be
ing entitlecl as above, and that it be 
sent to the Legislative Council vlith 
a messa.ge requesting the concur
rence of tl1at Body 1n its provisions. 

PUBL1IC SE·RVICE BILL. 
Pursuant to order an,d on motion of 

Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, the Bd.11 "An Act furtl1e.r to 
amend "The Revenue Act, 1903,'' 

fW9-S· ·read a thir·d time and passed; 
and it was ordere,d' .that it be engros
sed, being entitled a,s above, and that 
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it , be s.ent to tl1e Legislative Council 
with a message requesting the con
currence of that Body in its provisions 

PUBLIC SERVICE BILL. 
Pu,r:suant to Order and on motion 

ot~ Hon. M.inister of Finance and 
Customs, the Rouse resolve.d. itselct: in
to Committee of the· Wl1ole to Con
sider the Bill 'An Act for granting 
to His, Majesty certain sums of mo .. 
ney towards ·defraying certain ex
penses of\ the Public· Se·rv.ice for · tl1e 
financial years ending respectively 
the 30th d.ay of June, 1912, ancl the 
30th ·day of June, 1913, and for' ether 
purpose.,s relating to the ·Public Ser
vice.' 
· Mr. Speaker left the Chai,1~. 

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Con1-
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Tl1e Chairman firom the Committee 

reporte.d tl1at they had ·considered 
the matter to them referred, and had 
passed tl1e Bill without amendment. 

On motion , this Report was received 
and adopted; ai1d it was o.rdered that 
tl1e Bill be ,read .a third time on to
morro1w. 

EDUCATIONAL BILL. 
Second reading of Council's1 amend

n1en t to Ed ucatio11 .Bill. 
RT. HON. PRIME MINIS·TER.-I 

d.e1sire to explain to the House tl1e 
meaning of the·se amendments. The 
fir.st amendment occurs dn sub-sec 4 
oft sec:tion 1, a,nd is an ·addition. It 
provides, that no pension shall be , 

le1ss th.an that which is. guaranteed 
under the Act of 1893. The next 
is · sub-s.ection 8, in \vl1ich tl1e inter
est is pu,t baclr to the1 o·riginal figure, 
namely 6 p·er cent. T11e s.e.ction in the 

Bill read: "In .case of tl1e death of a.ny 
contributor to tl1i.s. fund before he 
shall .have entere·d upon his pension, 
the 'whole sun1 he 11a.s contributed, 
with .compoun,d interest at three pe·r 
cent shall be: r 1etu1rned to 11is leg·al re-

presentatives etc." 
Tl1e Council 111,e·commend that the 

rate of interest be six per cent. 
In sectio·n 2 there, is a mere verbal 

ch.ange. 'The bill I"eads ·: "That 
the amount now 1standing." , , ' The 
Counc'il proposes to begin · with 
"The amot1nt now .standing etc." It 
is · necessary, Mr. Speake,r·, I think to 
point out that -two of thes·e amend-

" ments, if not all mi,ght be regar·ded 
as inc·r.eases 'Of the money provision 
in thi.s bill, and as such the ·Council 
would not h.ave po,wer to amend. The 
Council of ·course does it subject to 
t11e ap·pro.v.al of this Hous.e, and a.s the 
suggestions are .all in favour of the 
Teachers and practically increase the 
liaiblity of the Governm.ent very 
little, and with the unde,rstanding 
tl1at this is not in any w.ay to form 
a prec.e·dent, but · merely in harmor.1.y 
with what we have done on stmilar 
oocasio·n1s, I m-ove tl1e amendments , 
be adopte;d with tl1at under.standing. 

MR. KENT-Mr. Speake1r. I did 
not happen to be 11ere on · the first 
sitting of the Committee Oil. this Bill, 
but I un·d.erstand tha·t the qu.estion of 
the · pension provided by this Bill was 
·discus,sed; and I think the injustiice 
which this pension s.cheme would 
work to ma.ny teachers was polnted 
out at that time. Th.e, amendment 
which tll:e Coun.cil 11as. made in no 
way removes that !injustice. 

Tl1e matter of the1 Cou·ncil increas
ing· the money charge under these 
Res.ol utions is I think a bad prece
dent, and no matter, ho·w you he1dge 
it around it is tl1ere ·a,nd capable of 
being use·d as a precedent in after 
yerur,s when tl1e relationship between 
the two Houses on matters of financ·e 
may be more .acute, a'nd mo,re serious 
than now. We all recollect how acute 
this· questio·n became between the 
Lo1~ds and the Commons at honfe and 
how every pe·rson who had different 
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views on the matte.r) ransacked the sage ,go, to the Council that we accept 
reco~:ds for centuries . for p1re1cede·nts; 
and .suc.h a prece.dent as thi.s. n.o, mat-

/ 

ter 11o)w hed,ge·d around, ts capable, 
,should the contingency ev.err'· arise of 
b.e:ing quoted as .a ·departure by this 
House from the usual prructice. It is 
not safeguarding u.s, by ,saying it is 
·done without prejudic·e to· tl1e rights 
of this House. 'l.,hat is pra,cti1cally the 
position tl1e P.rime Minister) take.s·. It 
is an increased c·har.ge1 in fa.vou1r1 of 
the· Teacher.s, if you will, but the fact 
still remains that it is a ·cha;rge, and 
it :should be done in the ordinary wa.y. 

RT. HON. PRIME MIN1STER.-I 

thought I made it ·clea1r· that our ap-
, 

proval of these amendments. was with 
the distinct under·standing tha.t we 
did not Teco·g·nize the1 right of the Up· 
per Chan1ber to .amend in .a.ny wa.y 
legislation from th'i.s ·c.hamber in re· 
latidn to money n1atte1r1s. They have 
power to -draft a.men.dments of course ' 
and ~ave done· so be.fore, but they 
have no power to .amend, and they re· 
cognize that as ·clearly as we· do. 
There are ma.ny ·cas.es and though I 
am not in a position to quote· the·ml I 
h.ave my own 1r·ecollec:tion a.nd memory 
of them, where· the1 Council have1 s.ug
gested amendm.ents. and. we h-ave 
.adop.ted them. They 11a ve1 al ways 
gone on the re.c.or·d as I ;intend to· p.ut 
this, that whtlst · adopting these 
a.mendments we ·do so witl1 the un· 
der,sta11din,g that we would be· quite 
within our power1s in ;refusin.g to re· 
cognize them. I .have· no objection to 
:sen.ding a me)ss.age .to the· Upper 
House1 that it is on that und.erstan·d
ing we: ado·pt tl1em. 

MR. KENT-I have no objection, I 
merely wanted to a.ssert the right of 
tl1is, House. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-! 

.appre.ciated that, ,and answere·d you 
in that s,pirit. I move tha.t a.fteir these 
amendments have been read a JL.e·s-

them on that understanding. 
Tl1e amendments were thereupon 

concurred in; and it was ordered that 
a 1ne.ssage be sent to the Legislative 
Council acquainting them th.at the 
House l1ad concurred ii1 the said 
amendments witl1out prejudd.ce. to tl1e 
ancient and undoubted p·rivileges. of 
tl1e House1 of Assembly re.specting 
lVIoney Bills. 

ELECTION BILL. 
Second reading of Election Bill. 
HON. tyi IN. J USTICE.-Mr. Spe·a,k

er, in moving the :s:econd reading of 
this bill -I beg to say that the obje·ct 
of the bill is to make a slight c.han,ge 
in the method of taking electo1rate 
lists und1er Ca.p. 3 of the Con.solidated 
Statutes, better known a.s The E-lec
tion A1ct of 1889. Unde'r the law as 
it .stands at present it is pr-0vide·d 
that lists. shall be taken once in e,very 
four years and should an eiectio·n 
take place within one ye·ar· afte,r the 
electio11 at which this list i:s. used, 
then the same li1st is· used again; but 
if it cloes not ta.ke pla,ce till after a 
Y·e.ar has. elapsed then a ne1w list has 
to be taken and revi:se,d. N O·W this 
law has .serve·d its purpo·se a:nd w.as 
enacted upon the' c.onsldera.tion tha.t 
elections~ should take place regularly 
eve.,ry four years; but as. ho·n . . me·m ... 
be rs know in consequence of . th.e 
·s,p:ring .election of 1909 no ,election 
will take place now until the fall of 
1913; .and if the l·ists were· ta.ken thts 
fall and revised, it would be 13, oir 14 
or 15 months before· the general el
ection ·of 1913, and tl1ere· would be a 
large number o.f persons wl10 would 
become entitled to a vote in · the 
1mean)time1 1and la,r,ge· 1su;ppleme·n.tarry 
lists would be required, cau:sing a 
large amount o.f unne:ces,sary trouble 
to ·returning office1r·s wb,o would 11a ve 
chairge of the elections· all over the 
Island·. Now in addition to this, I 
would poin~ out to the H.ouse that 

.. 
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this should be done at courts of gen
eral or quarter sessions of the peace, 
and, as we know, there are no courts 
of general or quarter sessions held 

' and it was thougl1t advisable to am-
end the .._i\ct as suggested here, and 
provision is made for revising these 
lists before any election takes place. 
If there is a further election within 
one year from the time of an election 

' the same list is used as was used in 
the previous election. If a new elec
tion does not take place until after a 
'year, a new list will be mac1e as un-
der the law at the present time. Sec
tion 9, which is substituted for the 
s~ction of the same number in rthe 
1889 Act, deals with the main part or 
object of the bill; and sections 2 and 
3 of the bill are simply to make cha11g
es in . the Act which depend upon rthat. 
I beg to move the second reading of 
the bill 

MR. KENT.-Mr. Speaker, I rise 
for the purpose of protesting against 
the enactment of this measure. I 
consider rthat this measl1re is un
necessary at the present time; and I 
consider that tl1e only necessity which 
the hon. gentleman who has just sat 
down can give for the enac1ting of 
this measure is the necessity which 
he and his colleagues feel of length
eni11g their te·rm of offic.e by twelve 
n1onths. Tl1ere is no otl1er necessity, 
sir, 1111der the· law why sucl1 an am
endment should be made rto the Act. 
vVe have now, sir, a session of the 
I~egislature open for the providing of 
any money that may be necessary for 
the taking of the list of voters. In 
the ordinary course of the law rthat 
list of voters would be taken during 
tl1e coming summer; and now, sir, is 

, 

the time to provide for the taking of 
tl1at lisrt. In the ordinary course of 
events and in due course of law, this 
Legislature which is now in session 
will come to an end on tl1e 1st lVIay 
next, the day l1pon which it was con
vened by proclan1ation. . That provis-

ion is ~onrtained in tho Act deali11g 
\Vith representation in tl1is IIouse ai1d 
the powers a11d privileges of .tl1is 
House. It is contained in Ca11 2 of 
the Con solidated Sta~tl1tes, ses:tionl of 
which says : "Tl1e Hct:s0 of .._~sse1n

bly shall continue not\'vitl~sta1iding the 
d emise of T-iis rv'.Iaje3ty for fou:::- y2a,rs 
fro111 t he day upo11 "':ticl1 it sl1all by 
proclan1a.tion 1::; o appoi11ted to n1eet, 
unless sooner dissoI-v-ed, 2.J1cl rto long
er." Novv, sir, l))T tl1e tiri1e tl1is Leg
islature ex:pires it is 011.ly rigl1t to e:.:
pect that steps be tal{n l1n111ediately 
for ithe con\reni11g of anothBr Legis
latur e, unless prior to then a d'isso u
t ion has tal\:en pla,ce ancl a:1 electic,11 
held. Of course, sir, in tl1e orcli11ary 
course of events a11 e1ectio11 2.t0t1ld 

take place in tl1e fa!l of this :/ear. 
It is just as ea,sy, as a n1atter of con
venience, that an election shor:ld talce 
plac:E~ tl1is coming· fall as in tl1e fall 
of 1913. There is no reaso11 \vl1y it 
sl1ould not. It is better, sir, tl1a,t ti1e 
people of the country shou:d hr_'l2 a~: 

Opportunl· t~i of n-.. onnu-1n.:-~.-.- ,-.,-,.on .L110 - · - ~ .J !.J 1 .!v L-v-..:.1'._:, Lt.&'' _ _:_ 1.; __ v 

policy of t11e Gov2rnine11t 2.11(_ cf na:::1-

ing t h eir representa_.tiv·es in t"he I-=f Ol1SC 

next fa ll than defer tl1e right to do s0 

for six m onths, fron1 l\'Iay, 1913, to thG 
time t!1at th·e Legislature electer1 in. 

No-ve111ber ·y-rould b8 ordinarily co11-
ven ed. T'l1is, sir, serves 110 useft1l pur
pose. The 0~1ly i}11rpose, as I said 
before, \Vhicl1 it serves, is to 1'rolo11g 
the life Cf tl1e T\'.J:inistry '\Vhicl1 is 110\V 

Pr op --s1·.,,.1.-,. t,n1' 0 "='1ne11·~"1-ir->~1 .L "T"' .,l!..,1c.nal-J .l 5 .-. w ;:.t, _i. ~ '-~--~ '-"- _ .• , c. -- (...,·~-.co~ 

ment wh icl1 is i11ade solely 
purpose of prolo11ging t~si:i~ 

~ ror ... L1'°" O 
t, Lt':.. 

istence. Again, sir, I -.;;visl1 to ·noint 
out that I think tl1at tl10 ef2ect of tl1is 
measure comi11g in no\v at tl1is t=.me 
is pra ctically to tie tl1e ha11c1s o"f Tiis 
E xcellency the Gover11or a.11c1 l):."e\7811t 

hin1 fron1 11aving 2in election i.111tll the 
fall of 1913 . Eve11ts and circu111stan.c
es \Vhicl1 v1e all kno\v v-vill p~"'e\,-erl_t 

a11y other course from bGii1g adoptecl. 
If you now deliberately close t!1is 
House -vvithout providing funds for 
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taking· tl1e list of voters during rl1e 
coming summer, and you do i1ot ta!{t~ 

such lists during the coming surnrner, 
then, sir, you cannot take tl1e1n ::lu:--
ing the winter a11d you can only ta,k.e 
them in the summer of 191R. TlJ i~:; 
renders it absolutely · impossible for 

an election to be held, no matter vvhat 

· .occurs bet\veen now and tl1e fa11 of 
1913. If you will notice, wl1enever an 
election is decreed, tl1e list of voters 
ml1st be :taken. It must be taken l)o
fore an election is appointed to taJre 
place. No,v, sir, the onl)~ tii11r~ t1J.r~t 

list of voters can be taken )s ir1 the 
summer of 1913; consequently ' :.l1~s 

measure means that the Gov2-rnor iG 
not free to accept any position ot11er 
than that which I 11ave now stated. 110 

matter wl1at occurs or what e111erg

ency may arise for one and a. 11alf 
years fron1 now, no election ca11 take 
place unless a list of voters is tctlren, 

,. and unless it is taken during· the pre
. sent sum1ner there is no otl1or ti1ne 
but the · following · summer. 'l'l1_at 

position, I think, is a very unuf'11al 
position for this country. Under any 
circumstances we will have at J east 
six montl1s from the 31st May durin,g 
which no Legislature ca11 be con veil· 
ed, even should the necessity arise. 
Well, sir, \Ve have had emergencies 
in this country when it has bee11 

necessary to convene the Legisla
ture; and I think that the Rt. Hoi1. t11e 
Prime :rvrinister was himself a n1em-
ber oif a Leg·islature which had to 
be convened on more than one occas
ion to meet such emergency. The 
Legislature had to be convened after 
the great fire of '92, after the Bank 
Crash,and on another occa.sion in con-
nection with ithe }j--,rench Treaty. All 
of this is within the recollection of 
some members of the House. Now, 
sir, we are tying the hands of the 
Governor and tying the hands of the 
Legislature during the period I have 
named. The election will not take 
place until at least the end of Oc-

tober or at the beg·inni11g of Novem
ber in 1913. This mea11s, sir, that it 
will noit assen1ble u11til at least six 
n1011ths after the present Legislature 
has ceased. Shot1ld . any emergency 
arise in that ti1ne there will be no 
Legislature, and I submit that is en
tirely wrong for rthe Governn1ent 
whose life as an administration de
pends upon the \Vill of the people to 
shirk ineeting the electorate at the 
tin1e -vvhich according to law rthey 
were elected to meet tl1e1n. They can 
meet them sir next fall or in the 
spring. The Rt. Hon. the Pri1ne · l\/Iin
ister 'vas responsible, on the occasion 
of the last election for advising the 
Governor to hold a spri11g election. 
A spring election is feasible and pre
ferable to allowing the country to go 
from May to November without any 
Parlia1nent at all. Tile :practise during 
recent years in this country 11as been 
that on the da-y~ the i)roclamation dis
solving the Legislature appears the 
proclamation is issued calling togeth
er its successor. There is no reason, 
sir, why a long period should elapse 
between the death of one Legislat11re 
and the election of another, except 
the one I have given. In England tl1e 
proclamation dissolving Parliament 
is accompanied by w1rits not only 
calling for the return of members but 
nan1ing the day upon which the new 
Legislature is to sit, so ,as to avoid by 
all possible means any hiatus or 
period during which the co11ntry 
would be ruled or governed without a 
Legislature to whicl1 the administra
tion would be responsible. Cases, sir, 
where dissolutions have taken place 
in former times in this country "'\Vitl1 
a view to an election are on an alto-
gether different plane. Here we are 
coming up to the termination of tl1e 
Legislature and deliberately providing 
that a period of six months shall 
elapse between the expiry of tl1is 
Legislature and the election of the 

next. The only good purpose that 

. . 
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ca.n 1JG alleg·ed for that is that mem- n1ade entirely in tl1e interests of the 

, 

bers of the Ministry now in power 
may shirlt an obligation attach
ed to tl1eir electio11, nan1ely, the obli
gatio11 of going back to the people 
four years fro1n tl1e time they were 
elected. \Ve 11a ve had petitions pre
sen.ted to. thj s I-T ouse fron1 various 
so11rces. 'l~l1ese petitions have been 
f?poken of scornfully by tl1e 1V1inister of 
l1'i11a:;_1ce and tl1e Prime Minister. 

Rl ... HON. PRIME MINISTER.

'T'l1a,t is i1ot correct, and you know it 
is not correct. I did not speak scorn
ft1lly of tl1e1n. 

HON. MINISTE R FINANCE AND 

CUSTOMS.-Neitl1e'.r did I. 

MR-.. KENT.-That, is not n1}T opin
ion an(l i11y estimate of the words that 
,-v-ere used. The Prime Niinister and 
tl1e l\tiinister of Finance spoke of these 
petitio11s ir1 a manner which I con
sider scornft1l. I think that tl1ese 
petitions are 1vorthy of consideration 
at tl1e 11ands of this House. Is it be
cause many of the men who signed 
tl1ese petitions are unable to vvrite 
t11eir nan1es and made tl1eir cross in-
steac1 that the petitions are not to be 

, received. I tl1ink, sir, tl1at a man 

{ 

·\vho is riot able to write his name is 
a.s . n1t1cl1 entitled to approach this 
Ilo11se as a11y other person in the Col-
011)'; and if yo.u tal{e up the petitions 
tl1at ate presented to .this House from 
da~y· to day yot1 will fi11d that many of 
tl1e sig11atures are those of men who 
11a\'e s1g·ned the petitions by putting 
their cross to them. These petitions 
are i1umerously signed and they ask 
tl1at an election be held next fall. 
Tl1is Bill is the answer which the 
Governme11t is giving to those peti
tioil s. It is a refusal of their petition 
a11d 111akes provisions for the election . . 

• 

11ot tal\:i11g place u11til the fall of 1913. 
'1"1l1e Hon. introducer of this Bill re

ferre<l to it as a slight chan·ge. One 
\vould tl1inl\: that a comma was being 
<lro1)ped from the Act, or something I 

of tl1at sort. It is a change that is 

hon. gentleman and his colleagues. 
They are the only persons who will 
benefit by it; it gives them six 
months more in office. It adds six 
inonths to their existence as a Govern
ment. I do not regard· it as a slight 
change. I regard it as a very serious 
change · which can only be character
ized as unfair to the electorate of this 
Colony. I wish personally to protest 
against the passing of thi.s measure, 
and I have therefore to move tl1at this 
bill . be read a second time this day 
six months. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
Mr. Spealrer, just t\vo or tl1ree words 
in reply to the hon. member. First, 
with regard to the petitions tl1at he 
referred to. He· stated that I had re
ferred to tho·se petitions 'scornfully". 
That is not trt1e. I am never "scorn
ful" in relation rto any matter that 
comes before this House. The House 
and the hon. member know it is not 
true, and he states it here merely 
for purposes of misrepresentation. He 
did not believe what he said; it was 
only intended to misrepresen1t ine. 

MR. KE NT.-I believe what I said. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
- I repeat that tl1e hon. member 
could not believe what he stated 11ere 
this afternoon. The statement was 
made for ithe purpose of misleading 
the public. It is part and parcel of a 
campaig·n to grossly mislead the 
people. I pointed out that every 
statement in those petitions was 
false. I said there was noit a man 
whose signature was on them but 
would have cut 11is right hand off be
fore he signed it if he knew the facts 
were false. All those petitions were 
written by one i11divid ual and sent out 
broadcasit. I said that before, and I 
say it now. I never spoke scornfully 
of petitioners to this House. I re
present them here, and have done so 
for years. I pointed out that thes.e 
people had been grossly deceived, in 
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an almost unparalleled manner; men 
"\Vho did not know when there -vvould. 
be an election, what it would cost, 
what money would be expended or 
what it was expended for. These 
petitions were printed in St. John's, 
and in some cases every signat11re on 
the petition was written by one ·per
son, even without marks being put 
to them at all. We do not know that 

\Vent on to point out that for some 
months we would not have a Parlia
ment. We will not between the date 
of dissolution and the elecilion. I 
·state·d that here months; ago at the 
opening of the session. There is pre
cedent upon precedent for it. Between 
the· elections of '55 and '61, there was 
no Parliament for six months. The 
dissolution was in April and the el-

they even reached the settlements ection next November, in both these 
whence they are supposed to eman
ate. Bt1it as to treating genuine peti
tioners scornfully, I have never yet 
done so, and I hope I never will, in
side or outside of this House. To 
come down to the immediate point: I 
entirely agree with the Minister of 
Justice, that ithe amendment is a very 
slight change. It will not give us six 
months longer, or one hour longer in 
office, and that the hon. member 
kriows. But it relieves us of the a.b
surdity of having to take a voters' 
list this summer and another the 
summer after. That is the present 
position. The public are not taken 
in. Over a year ago I intimated ;that 
the election would be held in the 
autumn of 1913. I stated it here in 
this House months ago, and this Bill 
is a further public notice that no el
ection will take place until the fall 
of that year. All my hon. friend has 
said here this evening is very inter
esting. but it is not law. I have to 
disagree with him upon it. What are 
the facts? Every time we have had 
a spring election in rthis country we 
have had a general election 41h years 
afterwards in the autumn. If we want
ed a precedent, there it is. In 1855 
there was a spring election. Was there 
a general election 3 lh years after? 
No. There was no election for 4 lh 
years after. We are following exac1t
ly the same precedent. lVIy hon. friend 
is either trying to keep that out of 
sight, or he ·is 11ot aware of it; I do 
not care "\Vhich. Either he does not 

know it or he is concealing iit. He 

years. The question was never rais
ed then, either in or out of Parlia
ment, as the public records show. We 
were elecited for four years. Our time 
will not be up until the first of June 
t"\velve months. That will be the end 
of the Parliament. Then "\Ve propose 
to hold the election within 5 months 
of thwt date. In '55 and '61 the elec
tion was not heldl for 41h years, and 
there was no Parliament for six 
months. If there had been any such 

' 

emergency as has been suggested, the 
Parliament could not have been call
ed together. But it is almost impos
sible ito imagine such an emergency 
now. We are living in entirely differ
ent times, as I have already pointed 
out. In those days we had an annual 
revenue. Now we have a perpetual 
Revenue Bill. In those days they 
voted supply terminating at the end 
of the current year. Now, we have 
voted supply up to July, 1913. Next 
session we will vote it up to July, 
1914. Therfore, none of those e'lnerg
encies can arise. We shall ·have no 
more fires, or bank crashes, or French 
Shore questions. We could not very 
well tell the Governor that we could 
not proceed in the regular constitu
tional way, because we were expecting 
a bank crash or a French Shore ques
ition. All these questions have disap
peared, and we will not hear of them 
any more. The point for us is this: 
What is the object of this amendment 
that the Minister of Justice is asking 
to make? Whart is going to happen, 

supposing we do not make i't? Under 

• 
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tl1e la\Y as it 110-vv stands, \Ve 11a,ve to 
take tl1e "'"{Oters' list next Septe1nber. 

-An election took place in 1908, and a 
11ew lis~ of voters -vvas n1ade for it. 
rrhere 11as lJeen 110 list since. Next 

Septe111ber a i1e'v list 111ust be 111ade, 
if this a111e11d1ner1t is i1ot inac1e la,, .. 

i~nd if t11e election is i1ot l1eld llntil 
-next [-:-ovc111ber, it \.Vil] be 1110re tl1a11 

~ tl :year o1c1, and llSeless. rI'l1ere \Vas 

110 i1ecessitI' · to bri11g this arne11drr1ent . . "" . 

Ill. \Ve coulcl 11a-v~~ left it until tl1r 
·· i1oxt · sessio:;.1, but ,,~e did it DO\V \·vitJ1 

t'i1e object of doi11g thi11gs openljr, a11d . . ' 
r;onceali1ig i1othing. \\Te are told. tl10 

Gov~rnor' s 11a11lis are goi11g to ~)e tiedt 
l)t1t it is exactly the reverse. J To TI' , 

11e \'rill i1ot· 11a ve to sit do\\ n a,nd seP 
tl1e. spectacle of taki11g· t\vo -voters' 
1 ists for 011e electio11. ['his \Voulci i1u\1 e 
bee11 re11dered 11ecessar3r lJ)r t11e ac~ 

tion of 1r1en1bers 011 tl1e other sifle. 
"''he11 tl1e3r came bacl{ i11 1~108, 18 t ':, 

· lS, tl1ey ol1gl1t to l1a-v,.e resig·11ed \Vitti~ 

j11 · 2·t 11ot1rs, l)ecat1se t11ey 11ad ·oee11 
l>eate11 ]))''" tl1e COllntr:{. rl.,11e da:,r af

- r.er tl1e -r<:,st1lt \Vas 1{110\·Vn, I v·vrot2 to 
· the Govrei·11or, calling on Sir Robert 

f3011cl to resig11. "\:'\ll1at I expecte(l 
t11en did i1ot tal{e place u11til l\1arcl1, 
<l11cl tl1e11 ·\'ve 11ad to 11a·ve a spri11g· el
ectio11. If tl1e ho11. 111e111bers had re
sig'l~ed - 111 N O\'e111ber, v\·e \vould 11a v~e 
l1a<l a11otl1er election i11 J)ecen1ber. Bt1t 
tl1e)- 11eltl 011. Tl1e}r ren1ai11ed i11 of
fice for 3 i11ontl1s; until tl1e in1possj
IJility of i11eeting t11e Legislature 
rlro,re tl1e1n to resig11. It is true, as 
111 \~ 11011. friend says, tl1at I had to afl-.. 
"·ise tl1e Gover11or to 11old a s1Jring el
t"ctio11; but it \vas i1ot n1y· doi11gs. l\1y 
11011. frien(1's leader 11elcl 011 u11til tl1e 
verv last 11101ne11t, a11d the11 tl1ere ·was 

~ 

i10,thir1g left for n1e to do bt1t tl1at, 
l1cal1se tl1ere \Vas i10 Su1)ply Bill. Sup
L}l:v \.·vo11lcl J1ave te:r111i11atet1 011 t11e first 
()f .Jul)'. \\.,. e '"~ot1lcl then l1a ve l1ad no 
SupplJr, a11d tl1e pt1blic ser\rice cot1ld 

· 11ot 11a ve bee11 carried on. A11d no\v 

i\'G are asl~:el1 \\~11en tl1e 11ext election 

\\·ill be. lt \Yill be 41;2 )'ears after 

• 

tl1e last, a11d if tl1e Opposition do not 
lil\:e tl1at, tl1ey l-i:now what their prop
er course is. I have given them no
tice, and I serve it on them again; 
tl1ere v·vill be no election until 1913. 
~1"'11 e c<:-t.ses I 11 a ,.e c1 uoted a.re · not tl1e 
0111,- 1)recede11ts. \Vl1ere Parlian1ent 

.... .1 ' 

gOC!3 011 l1:1 til N ove111 ber, the. r11le has 
eo111c to l)e i10\v to dissolve i11 lVIay, or 
J l111e or J_til:y; a11<.1 I tl1ink under rthe 
1atc · Govern111ent the dissolution '\Vas 
i11 Jul~r. Tl1at of cot1rse mea.nt no Par
lia.111e11t f1'on1 Jul3 ... to November. ~f you 
looli lJack tl1rot1gl1 the Journals of 
tl1i s I-Touse.}·ou 'vill find tl1at over and 
over ag-ai11 I)arlian1ent 11as dissolved 
in l\1ay or Jt1ne, or July or August. If 
it hacl not been dissolved, i1t would 
11a -.:,.e gc11e on llP to December, or 
later·. rrhe CllStOil1 has been to meet 
;.1fte1· t11° G-e11eral Election i11 11..,ebru
~lr)~. rI'l1at \VOuld n1ean t11at Parlia-
111 Qllt \\ ... oulll rt111 fo11r years from that. 
'1'110 \-arious Gover11n1ents have held 
ofllce _ 11p to \.Yithin 3 vveeks of the\ 

t 1 t ·o11 a11d tl1e11 voluntarily i1e.,~ e ec r , 
a11d intc11ti.011ally... dissolved Parlia-
111e:;.1t. rr11at \Vill 11ap1)ell in 1913. Tl1en 
tl1e voters' list will be taken in the 
reg1.1lar ,, ... ay, ai1d the election will be 
i11 tl1e a11t1111111. \Ve are told tl1at this 
.l\ i11e11d111e11t serves 110 usef11l purpose. 
\\..-ell, it serves a ver) ... necessary pt1r-
1;ose, ancl tl1e ..i.\ttorney-General would 
~ 

i1ot be tr11e to 11is trust if 11e did not 
bri11::; it i11. It cloes .not give us five 
111i11utes 1011ger ter111 of office, becat1se 
i1ot \Vitl1sta11cli11g t11e cl1a11ge i11 the 
la\\-, tl1ere 111ig·l1t l1ave been -a11 elec-
t.io11 tlie con1ing year. \Ve never 
1~11<) ~:. Qt1estions i11ight arise this 
\ rerjr nigl1t \Vhicl1 vvould lead to an el
ectio11 llefore October. However, Mr. 
Speaker, the responsibility devolves 
on the Gover11ment a11d those who 
11appe11 to sit 011 tl1is side of the 
House. \\re alo11e are responsible to 
tl1ls col1ntr:r ar1tl to tl1is- House, and \Ve 
propose to do \'Vhat is right and what 
is eo11stitutional. I do not object to 
the 11011. r11e111lJer r11aking a fair criti-- . 
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cis1n of any n1ea sure l)efore tl1e 
I-louse, but I do object to tl1e as~rib

ing of t1nfair moti11es to tl1ose \\'110 
lJring in legislat ion 11ere. As far as 
I an1 concerned, I do not care \vl1ether 
tl1e election is t l1is y·ear or i1ext ~Tear 
or next week. The fact that others 
may think different ly, does not alter 
the case. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUE.TICE.-

Mr. Sp:eaker, I would lil\:e to dra\\T 
attention to a poin t V\' l1icl1 I dicl not 
elaborate clearl}T because I 1)res11111Pcl 
tha.t tl1e n1e111ber for St. Jol111·s East 
being· a law.yer -vvould · 11ft1,re seen it. 
If this list were t ake11 tl1is fall it 

' 

\v.ould be just t l1:1t i1111cl1 inone)T 
tl1rown a \\1 ay. T l1e list \Vo11lc1 11a ·ve to 
be taken in Septen1ber; tl1e electio11 
"vVOuld not take place until tl1e end of 
October or :No\'"ember 1~1'.i; tl1e list 
\\rould tl1en by tl1e p·tese11t law , l)e 
useless and a fr esl1 list \.Vo11ld 11a\rp 
to be made. If tl1e law were i1ot alter
ed tl1e Govt. would 11a·ve to s1Jencl 
$5,000 o·r $G,OOO ag·a i11 next j~ea1·. It 
is better that tl1at n1oneJT sl1ot1lcl 11ot 
be1 wasted and tl1at tl1e law relating· 
to the ·taki11g of tl1at list sl1ol1ld l)e 
put in a better position. I s11b111it tl1at 
tl1is an1endment places tl1e la\\'" in a. 

n1ucl1 more .sa.tisfactor )r positio11 tl1a11 
before, even if tl1e e1ect io11 toolc l)lace 
every_ four yea.rs. It pr ovides now for 
a list to be taken before any1 general 
election except wl1er e it is witl1i11 
one· yeatc after tl1e last one. 1.,11e Bill 
makes only a sligl1t cl1an g·e in tl1e 
law, and it n1akes i10 cl1ang·e i11 t11e 
pri11ciple; it merely enables tl1e Go\T

ernment to a\roid was ting· $5.000 O~' 

$6,000. 
MR. CLIFT.-l\1r. Spealcer, 1 rise 

to secondi tl1e inotio11 of 111}~ frie11c1. 
Mr. Kent,' that tl1is Bill be read ~l 

second tin1e this day six n1011tl1s. ·r 
do this as a nla,tter of princ1iJ)le. I 
tl1inl{ tl1at tl1e principle t l1at "\Ye l1a \ Te 

been working· on all t l1ese Jrears is 
one \·vl1icl1 we shot1ld not depn.rt fro111. 

• 

For n1a11y 3Tears past tl1e cl1Sto111 ai1cl · 
law l1as been -to take tl1e voters' 'lists 
every fo11r years . Tl1e reasor1 ' g·ive11 

for the change by the M.inister of · · 
.Justice, namely, that it would .sa,ve ' . 
fi\re or six tl1ousand dollars, a n d the. ;· : 
necessit)r of taking another list in ·' 
1913 sl1ould i1o·t influe11ce llS as ·· a 
I-Io11se ir1 \Toti11g on ·a· c1uestion · · of 
]Jri11ciple. Tl1e la\V is tl1at tl1e voter s' 
list sl1ould · lJe t~1ke11 every four 
vears. Have any good reasons hepn • 

a,c1c1 t1ced. for r11al\:ing· a cl1ange? · l ·' 

sul)mit tl1at tl1ey l1a·~:'e not. a11d I an1 
also of tl1e opinion tl1at it wo11ltl ' lJe 
v e.~·1,r 111t1c11 better for the .interests of • 

tl1e col1ntr~,r tl1at the election s11oulcl 
be 11 eld ei tl1er tl1is fa.ll or i11 tl1e 
spri11g of · 1.913, ratl1er tl1a11 to tal{e · 
tl1e risk of l)eing \v·itl1out a l...iegisla.- · ' 
t11re fro1n tl1e 1st of .J1111e · u11til tl1e ' 
1st N oveml)e ~·. Tl1e , Rt. Ho11. tl1e 
Prir11e l\!Ii11ister said tl1at ''Te n111st be '.· 

• 
expecti11g fires or Ba11lr Crasl1es <)t · 

Fre11cl1 Treaties, <Jr so1ne otl1e1r e111er
g· e11c}'~ \.\'l1icl1 ''ro11ld rec1uire tl1e Ho11se 
to assen1ble. \Ve 11av'e i10 rigl1t to · 
expect a11y s11cl1 calamit~y· , l)ut \Vt~ 

ot1gl1t to be prepared for a11y situa
tio11. It n1ig·I1t be tl1at it would appea.," 
be11eficial dl1ring tl1at period for t l1e 
Governn1ent to e11ter i11to some co11-
tract of t11e first i111porta11ce to t l1i s 
country, a11cl b}T reaso1i of 11ot 11a\ri11g 
a Leg·islatt1re to ratif~r its a .. ets t11e~~ 

\\rould l)e debarred fron1 taking a d
\ra11 tag·e of ,tl1a t cl1ance. I tl1inl{ t l1e , 
pri11ci1)le is a broad one, and I '\\'Ol1lcl 
lJrefer sticl{i11g a.s long· as 'rJossilJle to 
tl1e old conclition of affa.irs, a cha11ge 
in \\'l1lcl1 is a. \•er)T serious i11atte.r; 
\Ter'T sei-iot1s indeed, a11d I t11i11k it is 

~ 

one ,,-11icl1 "'re sl1011lcl gi·ve ~t great 
deal of co11sideratio11 to })efo,:e we 
r11a}{e ·an1T a111e11d111ent . \\Tl1)r it l1a,s 

~ 

})een left 11ntil tl1is le:tte 11our i11 tl1f' 

sessio11 I can11ot i111ag·ine. \Ve a ll · 

l1a\'e i11 n1ind t h e petitions that ha,,e 

bee11 1)rese11 ted to tl1is II011se 
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large numbe,r of the electo:rate of this 
Colony asking for a general election 
to be held in the autumn of 1912, and 
stating thetr reas,ons. The Premie;r 
says that thes,e sta,temeints, are· in 
many cas·es false· and mi,s:lea1ding·; I 
take is.sue with hlm there. The, 
petitioners who sent these p·etitions 
knew what they were ,signing1 jus,t as 
well as any petitioners. who ever 
a .. pp1roachedl this Houg.e on a,ny subj.e,ct. 
They knew they were .signing a peti
tion asking that their p1r'ivilege_s, be 
not curtailed, and that they be given 
an op,portunity to ·elect their repre· 
sentatives in -1912. For these· reasons,, 
Mr. Speaker, I b{~g to second the 
motion. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
--Mr. Speaker, ju.st one word: in reply. 
I want to point out to the hon. me:m
ber· that he has mi:sq uoted th,e facts 
an-d the law. This me,asure has no-

• 

thing to do with the ge,neral election, 
as h,e well know,s·. The holding o.f the 
gene·ral election is, enti,rely a ddfferent 
m.atter. Nothing we can do under this 
Act can aff,e,ct the geneira~ election in 
any way. Is this mer,ely another part 
of the sc,heme to mislead the, people'? 
r.rhe hon. mem.ber ta.lkJs of the risk 
o.f being f!tve months without a leg .. 
islatur,e. Well, why ·did he· take the 
rlsk . of 4 months last election? Look 
back to other year.s and you will find 
that the Hous,e. ·dissolved in April, 
May, June o,:r July. A,s I have point
ed out, there is no ri1sk whatev,er, be
cause the Revenue Bill is a pe:rman
ent bill, an·d sup·ply is. voted for 18 
monthis, and ev:e•ry possible emer:gen
cy that -could poss:ibly arise in re1la
tion to the public 1service is amply 
provided for· in the Audict Act. 

MR. KENT-Mr. Speake·r, just one 
word. r beg to point out with re
gard to this. bill, that if the law re· 
mained as .at ·p.res.ent the·re might be 
a wa,ste of about $8000 or $9000. The 

simplest w.ay to avoid that would 
have been not to change the law, but 
to hav·e a general election in 1912. It 
i.s only on the assum,ptio11 that the 
ge,ne,r.al election will be in 1913-

H ON. MIN. OF JUSTICE-It ts, not 
an assumption, it :is a certainty. 
MR.~ KENT-It is only on tl1at as-

sumption that it is necessary to 
cl1ange tl1e law. 

HON. MIN. FINANCE & CUSTOMS 
--Mir. Speaker, just one wor·d. Tl1e 
11on. member made a .s,tate:ment thiis 
afternoon with referen.ce to me that 
is not fair. He stated· that I referred 
in this House scornfully to petiitions 
p,r,esente,d 11ere. I ,did. not. The scorn 
was. not intended for the fishermen 
who si1gned tho,se petit;ions.; it was 
directed ag.ainst the individuals who 
brought in those petitions ,after send
ing them a.broad to deceive, the 
'fishermen. When I spoke i't was in 
rep1ly to the gentleman on the other 
,sid.e of the Ho-u.se on the vote for ed
ucation, which he was, c,riticizing. In 
my r.eply I asked had not the tim,e. ar
·rived in this colony when we, s,hould 
increase :the education gr,an·t, :so that 
our pe.ople yvould be better edu,cated 
and not give samples of thelr lack 
of educ,ation by signing :petitions 
with cros.ses. l\Iy .scorn was directed 
to tl1e gentlemen who were op-pos1ng 
tl1e inc:rease of the education grant 
and othe)r grants. Why should I ex
p,ress scorn for .a fisherman or a fis,h
erman's .son? Am I not a fi1sherman 
and a fish.erman's son myself? Mr. 
Clift p;r,esented a petition hete · this 
afternoon and said! he did not know 
where it was from, but 11e1 recognized 
some of tl1e names. Su.ch statements 
m.ade by men p1resenting ' petitions 
from time to time in ·this House are 
evidence of their insince:rity. I 11eld 
JJp a pe-tition .and aske,d if it were 
not evidlence in favour of an increased 
educatio1n grant wh'en it had 35 or 
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40 names a.11 s;igned by 1the, one man 
with a .c,ross afte,r them. I tise now 
simply to reply to Mr. Kent and siet 
myself right in th.e eyes of the fish
ermen of this Colony. 

MR. CL,IFT.-Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to make a ;pe'rso!] .. al explanation. My 
lion. frte11d s.aid :that I pires,ented, a. 
petition and sald I did not know 
whe·re tt 1c·ame from. I s.aid it was not 
known to me from whence: it eman
ate,d. It was asserted by the Hon. 
Minlster that they all emanated' from 
some one. pe-r.son .and we:re .s·ent 
bToadca.st over the country to be 
signed. I 1said that I }{new that one 
was genuine becau.se I k11ew seveiral 
of tl1e signatures and ·could person
ally verify them. 

Upon 1the amendment tl1a,t the Bill 
be r•e:ad this ·day six months· being 
put, there app·eared in its, favor six, 
namely-Messrs. I<ent, Clift, Ge.a.r, 
Dw:y'er and Earle; and against, 
fifteen, namely-Rt. Hon. the Prin1e 
l\1iniste·r, Hon. Minister of Ju·stice, 
Hon. Colonial Secreta.ry, Ho.n. Minis
ter of Finance and Customs, Hon. 
M.inister of Agriculture and Mines, 
Hon. Mr. Emerson, Minister of Pub
lic· Wor·ks, and Mess:r,s. D·evere·a.ux, 
Goodison, Ho.wley, Morris, Murphy, 
Parsons, Seymou1r, Moor:e. · 

So it p.assed in the negative; and 
wa,s ordered acco·rd1ngly. 

The ·original motion was, th.en p·ut 
and p,assed with the same d'ivision; 
and the Bill was read ,a sec.ond time, 
and ordered to be '.I"efen"e.d to a 
Committee of the Whole House on 
to-morro·w. 

Mr. Kent gave notic.e of· ques1tion. 

It was· moved and seconded that 
when the Hous,e rises it adjourn until 
to-mor·row, Wednesday, April 3rd, at 
three of the ·c1ock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

-- l - • • _i _ _ - -

\VEDNESDA Y. April 3rd. 
The House met at t11ree ofi the 

clock in tl1e afternoon, pursuant to ad
journment. 

Mr. Speaker· inf or med tl1e· House 
tha,t he ha.d! :received a nie:ssage from 
the Leg·1islative Council ac·quainting 
tl1e House of Assembly tl1at they ·11ad 
·passed the Bills s-ent up, e11title1d,, · 

re·spectively, "An Act to a.mend "Tl1e 
Customs, Act, 1898"; "An Act to 
amend the Act 10 Edwa.rd VII Cap. 
4"; and "An Act to amend the Act ·2 

Edlward VII., Cap. 14, entitled "An 
Act r·eispecting tl1e control and l\t1a11-
agement of tl1e I-Iarbour of Gr and 
Bank,"' without amendment. 

PETITIONS. 
MR. CLIFT-Mr. Spea.ker, I beg 

leave to, pre·sent a petition from \~r. 

J. Scott ,and other inhabitants of 

Twil'l\in~g·a:~e on tl1e .subject of a mo
tor service. Tl1e petition ]s very· 
largely 1Sdg11ed and sets out tl1e g·reat 
need of a motor ferry service betvve~?.11 
Twi-11l1ing·ate, Tizzard's Ha.rbor and 
Moreton's Hr. At tl1e pre·sent time 
tl1at seTvice is being· performe.d by a 
sail boat, but co11sidering the la,rg·e 
number of people who 11ave to avail 
o·i'· that ferry boat, the pet~tioners 

think tl1at the time 11as ·come '"y~1en 

that service should be re11der ed n1ore 
effectively by tl1e means of a motor 
fe.rry boa.t. Tl1e petiti1)ners state tl1at 
for many years people had to a·vail of 
a sail boat .going bet\veen these 
places, and tl1at a11 averag·e of 200 
people per montl1 used tl1at means 
and tl1at if that ~erry boat is, put on 
tl1at it might be made to con11ect with 
the steamer Cly,d'e .going· north on 
t11e nortl1ern trip on Fridays at Ex~ 
ploits, thu1s enabli1}g· tl1e people to 
mal{e a direct con11ection \vitl1 Kor
thern pa.rt of' tl1e district. I l1n. .. ve 
n1ucl1 plea.sure in presenting t l1e peti
tion, and in .supporting tl1e pra)'"er 
and I hope tl1e n1atter vvill be tal~en . 
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into e.arly consideration by tl1e Gov~~ 

ernment, and .if ~1t is. at all pos·sible 
to accede to the irequest of the peti
tioners1 I 11ope it will be1 done. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Mr. Speaker:, I ask leave to present 
a petition !from Rev. George: Paine, 
Rev. J. G. Joyce, J. W. Janes, 
J.P., Elisha Button, J. P., W. F. 
Plewes, M. D., Captain Samuel Short, 
and other ,res1idents of Hant'·s Har
bour, New Melbourne·, New Chelse.a, 
\Vhales Brook, Br·ownsdale·, Torquay, 
Sibleyis Cove a,nd Lead Cove, praying 
that tl1e Bancl1 line of Railway now 
in course of construction to Heart's 
Content 1nay be further extende·d to 
Old Ferlic.an. Petitioners point out 
that b11sine1ss in most of the settle
ments rerferre:d to is, owing to poor 
harbour f1acilities,, .d1fficult to carry 
on, especially i11 the f.all of the yea;r', 
when the.re is considerable danger to 
life and risk to property in landing 
provision.s1 and in .shipping fis·h for 
market. In addition to tl1is the set
tlements, during the w~'nte:r months, 
have practic·ally no connection witl1 
the outside world. Petitioners also 
draw attention to tl1e Lfact that a rail
way line :from Heart's Content to Old 
Perlic.an would pass throu.gh ve:r1y 
fine agr.i1cultural land. I de:s.ire, M:r. 
Speaker, to g·ive this petition my 
11earty support. I have· always been a 
strong .advocate of 1railway extension, 
and it ts a matte·r of g·ratification to 
nle to know that the efforts, of my.self 
and my colleag·ues in the past to con
ne·ct H.e.art's. Content with the rail
way system oi_t the Colony a re sl1ortly 
to be crowne,d! with success. The 
Rig·l1t Hon. the Prime Minister h.as 
state·d in this House that. when the 
Government again ap.pealis to the 
country, ·it will do so upon1 a railway 
poli·CY. I trust that it will be found 
pos:sible to include in the details of 
that policy the extens1ion of tl1e ra.il-

wa.y from Heart'rs Content to Old Per: 
lican. By that time the line at pres
ent surveyed between Carbonear and 
Grate's Cove will no ·doubt be1 i11 , 
course of construction. The building of 
the sl1ort branch asked by pe·titioners 
would the·refore con1plete a loop line 
from Brigus Junction around tl1e 
wl1ole of the South .side of Trinity 
Ba.y and tl1e North side of Conception 
Bay. I would ask tl1at this petition 
be received, and referred to the De
pa.rtment of the Colonial Secretary,in 
order that it may rece·ive· due con
S·i1der,ation at the hands of the Gov
ernment. 

MR. BQUIRES-Mr. Speaker, the 
petition jusrt pre.sented by my col-
league, Hon. l\ilr. Watson, is one of 
more tl1an or.dinar1y importance. A 
very little while ago petitions were 
pres.ented to the House si,gned by a 
large number of petitioners, purport
ing to be anta.goni1stic to tl1e pres.ent 
poli,cy o.f rail w.ay extension1 and tl1e 
·development of Newfoundland by rail
way cons,truction. These petitions 
'\"\rere p1rese·nted by the Rt. hon. the 
leader of the Opposi~ion, they came 
from the d1istrict of Trinity as well 
as from other ·districts. The fact 
that they were signe{]; by p.eople un--
der a misapprehension of what 
the petitions ·contained i.s' shown 
ve.ry clearly by the, \fact tha,t 
we 11ave now a petition from the 
Soutl1 side of tl1e distri.ct, supporting 
tl1e policy, a.nd a.sking for further · de
velopment of the :railwa.y policy on 
tl1.at coast. It was my privileg·e to 
preisent :similar petitions, ifron1 tl1.at 
same section of' the ·distriot. I think 
that a petition of that n.ature·, in the 
line of continu_ation of this policy of 
rail way extension is certainly worthy 
o( the greatest .c·on·sider,ation of the 
government, especially .firom th.at sec
tion of the country between Hea:rt's 
Content .and Old: Perlica11, one that ts 
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inaccessible during the winter seas
on, and whi'ch during the summer, 
has muc·h ddfficulty in traffic be
caus·e the harbour faciltties are very 
bad. The idea of giving something 
in the way of a railway service on 
that ·section between Trinity and 
Conception Bays, branching off from 
Brigus Junction up by the South side 
of Trinity Bay, 0.ld Perlican, Torquay, 
etc., and then down to Heart's Con
tent making· a loop line running 
through that section of tl1e country, 
is one of no mean impo·rta.nce and re
ceives my heartiest suppOTt. This pe
tition i·s. in direct conflict with the 
petitions presented, praying that Rail
way work should ·cease, and that the 
policy of the present Government in 
passing rail·way le1gislation is anta
gonistic to the best interest of the 
people, and: shows that the people 

who signed tl1e f'<lrmer petitions, as 

soon as their attention was d·rawn 
to tl1e mi·srep1resentation contained in 
them had no hesitation in coming 
forward and enthusiastically support
ing the policy of railway extension. 
The Prime Ministe,r the other day 
stated that when tl1is government 
g·oes to the country again, it will be 
on a 1Tailway policy, and I hope that 
in that policy I shall see detailed this 
Ii-ne of railway. 

MR. GOODISON.-Mr. Speaker, I 
beg to present a petition from the 
resident fishern1en of the Straits of 
Belle Isle. They request that trawl
fishing be done away with witl1in thE' 
3-mile limit. They presented a sim
ilar petition last ,year. Their fishery 
was a failure last year, and they are 
quite sure tl1at a similar state of af
fairs will exist this year, unless 
itra wling be prohibited. Craft operat
ing there last year had their supply 
of bait curtailed, and they were not 
a1le to carry on their own operations 
with success. I hope attention will 

be given to this petition, and beg that 
it be referred to the Department of 
Marine and Fisheries. 

QUESTIONS. 
RT. HON. SIR R. BOND1 asked the 

Hon. l\1inister of Agriculture and 
Mine.s what areas of the Oil Shales, · 
near Deer Lake, , have been leased or 
granted, and when and to whom such 
areas were leased or granted. 

HON. MIN. OF AGRICULTURE & 

MIN ES-Mr. Speaker, I beg to table 
the information desired. 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND asked the 
Hon. Colonial Secretary ifl the Gov
e·rnment has entered into any agre2-
ment with any person or persons re
specting the working of Oil Shales 
in .this Colony; and, if so, to lay a · 
copy of such agreement upon ·the 
table of this Hou·se. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY-Mr. Speal{er, I should like to 
say this question was answered three 
weeks ago. No agreement has been 
entered i:n to . 

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND1 asked the 
Hori. Colonial Secretary if the Rail
way Contractors, under the 1910 Con
tract. l1ave taken up the land!s to 
which they ai-·e entitled under tl1at , 
Contract; and, if so, to state where 
the lands are situated. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE-
TARR-Mr. Speaker, The. same reply · · 
applies to this. It was answered 
th.r:ee weeks. ago. There are no la.nds 
taken up .. 

• 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Colonial 
Sec·retary to lay on the table or the 
House all applications for the posi
tion of Superintendent of the Dred·g-
ing Operations about to be undertak
en by the Government, with all cor
respondence and. recommendations 
accompanying or relating thereto. Al
so giving the names and addresses of 
the parties applying for such position 
and all correspondence between his 
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Department and that of the Ministe.r 
of· Marine and Fisheries. in relation to 
the engagement of a Superintendent 
for this purpose. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.-
Mr. Speaker, there hav.e been no a.p
pl-i1c·ations made in the office of the 
Colonial SecTetary. I have. asked tl1e · 
Department of Marine and Fishe.ries 
if there ar·e any there, and I will an
s,we1r that part to-morrow. 

MR. KENT asked the Hon. Min-
iste·r of Agriculture and Mines to lay 
upon the table of) the House a state-
ment, in detail, showing the land in-
cl uded in the cancellations, revoca
tion, reassignments and re-conveyan
ces from the Railway Contractor, or 
land effecte·d under Clauses, 5 an·d 6 
of the Railway Contract of 1901, giv· 
ing in each lot the ,situation and 
quantity of land included in the no
tice of the Government, and the 
quantity l!'e-ass.igned or re-conveyed 
by the Contractor; also the re·ason 
for such re-assignment and re-convey
ance, the quantity in the oc,cupation 
of any person at that time and the 
nam,es of ;such persons; also the 
quantity .subject to appli.cation.s then 
pending, also giving the present pos
sessor of each lot !I'e-conveyed· a.nd 
the quantities held by each, the 
.amount paid for rent or royalties. or 
any other purpo.se annually on ac
count of the said lan·d,s by each suc.h 
poE..sessoir, and the land held for which 
no annual payment is made, and why 

• 

no revenue is receiv.e1d therefrom. 
HON. MIN. OF AGRICULTURE

Th.at ·statement is in cou1rse of pre
paration. 

MR. KENT aisked 'the Hon. Mini,s
ter of F.inance and Custom.s, to lay O·n 
tl1e table of the House a copy of, the 
Audito·r-Gene·r.al's Repor·t, tabled in 
this House ·during the se·s.sion of 1908, 
on the Approp·riation Ac·counts, and 
also on expe.nditures under Section 

326 of the· Audit Act, and expendi
tures for . whi·ch no legislative au
thority existe·d. 

HON. MIN. Fl NANCE AND CUS· ) 

TOMS-These f,acts are in the re
cords of the House and. should be in 
tl1e clerk's safe. 

MR. CL I FT aisked the Hon. Minis
te·r of Agriculture and Mines, to lay 
on the ta.ble of the House· a detailed 
sta~emen·t of all 1expen,diture ma.de 
by the Government on .a.ccount of 
tl1e Festival of' Empt·re. 

HON. MIN. AGRICULTURE AND 
MIN ES-I beg to table the informa
tion asked for. 

PUBL.IC SERVICE BILL. 
Pursuant to Order and on motion 

of Hon. Ministe1· of Fina.nee and Cus
toms the Bill "An Act for gran tLng 
to His Majesty certain. ~sums. of mo
ney towards defraying ce·rtain ex
penses of tl1e Public Se.rvice for tl1e 
financial y,ea.rs ~nd~ng 'resp,ecti ve.ly - ' 
tl1e 30th day of June, 1912, and the 
30th ·day of June, 1913, and for other 
purposes relating· to the PubliCi Ser
vice," was read a third time and pas
sed; and ,it was ordered that it be en~ 
grossed, being entitled · as, above, and 
that it be, sent to the Le.gislative 
Council with ::i, message requesting 
the concur.r·ence of: that body· in its 

provisions•: 
ELECTION BILL. 

Pursuant to Order and on motion of 
Hon. Minister of Justice·, the· House 
resolved itself into C·ommittee of tl1e 
Whole to ·consider the Bill "An A.ct 
to amend "The Election Act, 1889." 

Mr. Speaker left the Cha,i'r. 
Mr. P.arsons took tl1.e· Chair ·of Com-

mittee. 
MR. KENT-Mr. Chairman, before 

tl1is matter is, disposed of rfin.ally, I 
just wish to put myself right regard
ing ·s·ome matter,s that were ref erred 
to by the Prime Minister during the 
debate on the Sections of this Btll. 

l 
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The Pri'me Minister inferred from m:r 
retterence to the b,ill that I was mis
leading the Committee, but I w.ish to 
assu·re the House that I had no such 
intention. I was aware of the pre
cedents to which he referred, and I 
i 1nten.d'ed :should the)~ have been cited, 
as they were, to have refer:r~d to 
them at the first opportun.ity. Now, 
this is the first opportunity that I 
have had to deal with them, and I 
submit, sir, witl1 all due def~rence to 
the Prime Minister that they arre 
not at all in point in the present in
stanc·e. In the first place a m.a-

• 
terial c·hange in the law has taken 
place since these precedents· occur
red. I wi.sh to remind this commit-
tee that originally before parliament 
interfered with the existence of 
the Legislature, the Legislature ex
isted and contin.ued until dissol,red, 
or until the demise of the Crown. 
That state of the law was cha.nged in 
Eng·Iand about the end of\ the seven
teenth century, when six n1onths was . 
fixed as the period after the demise 
of the -Crown for the end of the then 
ex·isting legislature. Some· years. aft
erwards in the eighteenth century it 
was :nound that .a parliament might 
expire befor e or after the death of 
the sovereign,but before 11is .success.or 
wa.s appointed, and an A·ct wa.s p.assed 
providing that the le.gislature v.-hicl1 

' 

was in existence at the ·death o.f the 
sovereign should be revived. That 
was. the sta.te of the law wl1en we 
g·ot represe:Q,tative gover nment in this 
cot1ntry. The first mea.sure dealing 
with the existenc·e of th.e L.egislatt1re 
was. passe·d in 1836, IV. William IV., 
Cap. 7. That Act consists of two sec
tions dealing witl1 the tl1en existing 
Legisi.ature, .and providing that it 
shall expire in 1838. .As a matte·r· o.f 
fact it was ·dtssolved by the Gove1rno·r 
'in 1836. The second Section ·reads as 

follows:- - ~ . j I 

"2. All 11uture Hous,es of Assembly 
to h.ave continu·ance, notwdthstan·ding · 
the demi,s,e o.f the Crown, for the per
iod of four ye.a;rs. ] rom the day on 
wl1ic.h they shall by proclamation be 
appointe~ to meet .not to pirevent dis
solution by the C1rown sooner if de1em- .. 
ed expedient." And th.at M1r. 
Chairman, was the fir.st change de.al
ing witl1 the ·demise of the c ·rown and 
providin.g that in :such a case. the 
Legislature .s·hould con.tin ue to run 
out its 4 y.ears. That was the state of 
the law until the consolidation of 1872 
when a _ natural change was mad.e . 
"'fhere wa.s no ne.gative p·rovision· in 
the Act of 1836, an omission whi.ch 
w.as remedied in 1872. The 1872 Act 
reads as follow.s :-

"The Gene·ral Assembly shall con
tinue, notw'ithstand;in.g the ,demise of 
Hts Majesty, for four year·s1 firom the 
.·d'.ay on w·hic·h they shall by proclama.-

, 

tion be a.ppointed to meet, unle·ss 
sooner ·dis.solved, and no longe:r." 
Now, Sir, the fir1st precedent. re
f erred to by the . Prime Minister was 
in the first Legislature convened un-
de·r r·e;spon)sible gove·rnment. The 
legislature was. summone.d in 1855 
and tl1e subsequent legislature in 1859 
The election was held in May 1855 
and in November 1859. During the 
law .as, it then stood the legislature 
was in existence during the whole . 
p,eriod from May until Novembe·r. 

The same thing applies to the other 
·p1receden.t of 1861, but these prece,_ , 
dents are in no way ap.plicable to the 
present instance. In the first plac·e 
the Committee should bear in mind 
that in those ·day.s the financial year 
ended in Decembe·r at the end of the 
calendar year. And the House bein.g 
dissolved in March 1861, the elecrtion 
was held· in April 1861, but the House 
did not meet until Januairy 1862. The 
next election took place in N o-v-em
f)€r 1865 well within the four year 

• 



• 

ROUSE OF ASSE~IBL Y PROCEEDINGS. 

- . 

period. That is another consideration discuss this question at all. I raised 
tl1at ,should be borne in mind, i11 C'On- the question of the dura.tion of Par
sidering· tl1is spring election to liament, and he did not refer to it at 
which the Prime Minister referred. all. The reason I b.rought forward 
It is unnecessary for me to read the the precedents was in answer to the 
law as it now stands-because it is tl1e point raised tha,t we could be ,six 
same as it was in 1872, and there n1onths without a pa.rliament. 
are no precedents. to show that while MR. KE NT-That is not so. 
this House expi1r:es on June f·ir:st RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-
that the country sl1ould be kept with- That is ·so, and I will prr·ove it to t11n 

out a House or a legislature for five Committee. His argument yesterday 
or six months until the election takes was that if this parliament was dis
place. The tendency of modern times solved on June 1st we would have no . 
is to brir1g the ,dissolution and~ the leg·islature for f·ive months, and if 
calling together of another parlia- tl1ere was a fire or a Bank Crash we 
ment within a sho:rt time of each oth- would have no parliament to call to
er as .vossible. In the c.aGe of the last gether·. Mr. Clift followed him in 
three elections the same ·day that tl1e tl1e same argument. And my answer 
House was dissolved by p:roclamation, to tl1at was tl1at 11e would find that 
bef.ore its existence terminated by tl1e s.ame thing took place in 1855 
law, a proclamation issued calling and after that in 1861, and there was 
the next legislature to meet. Previous no election for 41h years. The pro
to that in 1900 the dissolution was in cla.mation dis,solving parliament was 
August, and the election proclam.ation issued in the month of May. In fact, 
in September. In 1897 they were re- I think in one ca,se it was in April, 
spec·tively on the 16th and 17th of so that in 1859 and 1864 the:re wa.s 
September. Now these are the no Parliament in this country, fron1 
last five elections held in this coun- April until the following Dece·mber. 
try. I submit that the precedents So that in ·reality for seven month.s 
whic'h the learned Plfemier quoted there was no parlia,ment f 1ollowing 
have no bearing on this point whic·h tl1e .f,our years. after 1855 and 1861. 
necessitates this arnendm1ent of tl1e The same would 11ave ,occurred in 

Election Law•' . I · \ ~:\ '; tll! nti~ 1837 wl1en there was a spring elec-
I ,d,o not, Sir, intend to discuss this tion, but an Imperial Act was passed, 

measu.re more, except to say, a.s I su.spe·nding the constitution. This 
s.aid in the beginning to remove any House ·did not meet in 1842 at all; 
conclusion vvhich mi,ght be arrived at the constitution was suspende·d. The 
that I had; attem,pted by not mention- othe:r two spring elections were fol-

- ing th~se precedents to mislead tl1e lowed by a period of 41h year:s. Par-
Committee. I never had any such in- li'ament died after 4 years, and -the 
tention. These precedents wer-e nev- Government o,f the day l1eld office 
er rrought forwarrd befo·re, and when for 41h year's. I quoted these pre,ce-... 
brought forward I take this, the first ,dents, not on tl1e broad question of 
opportunity to meet them· the duration o~ a Parliam-ent, but on 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.- the rig·ht of a ministry to continue to 

Mr. Cha'irman, the hon. member 
knows very well that I did not bring 
fiorward theise precedents. on the 
point now raised by hirn. !ire did not 

• 

hold office and exercise its powers 
.f.or six months after Parliament 11as 
d:ied. Th.at is the point. Nothing 
wl1atever about the duration of Pai~-



HOUS~ OF ASSEJ\'IBLY PROCEaDINGS. 
' . 

liament was raised by my hon. 
fri,end. If he refers to the officia.l 
debates 11e wi1ll find every p1recedent 
he quoted quoted by 1me on an en
tirely ·different poi11t The tendency 
in mo,de;rn t!mes has l)een to have 

· tl1e ·dissolution, a little later; I thi.nk 
on the la.st 4 or· 5 occ.asions w.e were 
dissolved as e.arly as May. In '73 or 

-'78 Prurlrament was diss-olved in Mav ... ' 
and there was no Parliam.e·nt fo.r ;six 
months. It was not dissolve·d ·by· ef
flux of time, but tl1e '.Gove:rnme11t of 
that day ·dissolved it. Our c·ase is 
en ti.rely ·diffe,rent. What I said yes
terday with rof'e;rence to my hon . 
friend was in connection with the 
bill intro1duce·d by tl1e Minister of 
Justice. My words. were· that the 
effect of tl1e 11on. m.emlJe.r's .state
ments was to mislead tl1e Hou.s.e. I 
d.id not say he was doin,g it; but that 
was the tendency ·of wl1at he said. I 
pointed 1out that if he was. aware of 
these precedents the effect of not pro
ducing them was to mislead· tl1e House. 
I must assum1e tl1at he knew ve.s.ter·-. . ~ 

. day rufternoon what he is acquainted 
wi tbi tl1is afternoon~ and not to have 
stated it must 11ave that effect. I 
further pointed out yesterday what 
to my · mJnd completely buttre:sses 
ouI' JJOsition, that none of the risks 
referred to by my hon. friend, M,r. 
Ken1t, can now arise. · In the years 
we 11ave been d:i'scussing we 11ad a.n 
annual Revenue Bi'll passed every 
year. Now we · have a pe:rmanent 
Revenue Act, wl1ich can g·o on f1or 
ever unles.s we intentionally inter(fetre 
witl1 it. The same is true ·of our Sup
ply Bill. We vote supp1y for 18 
montl1s al1ead. ·we vote·d it ·lately up 
to the 1st July, 1913, so tl1at even if 
Parliament di;d not meet until 1913 
Supply iis ,roted. Next year we will 
vote it up· to July 1st, 1914, eight 
n1onths after the assembly oS the new 

Pa.r-·liam_ent. In tl1ose days we had no 

Audit Act. Now we 11.ave a special 
section in the Audlit Act to ·empower 

I 

the Governor in Council to expend 
money rfor any political emergency 
that may ·arise, for that very pur-po$e 
of enabling it to asisume tl1e powers 
of Parliament in such a case. The 
member f 1or St. ~ohn's East says that 
this Act is for the exp1ress purpose 
of giving us six months more in of
fice. He must 11ave· known that it 
could bear no such construction. 
Tl1at is why I .say· tl1e effect of his 
wor-ds was to .mislead the House. This 
Act 11as nothing to ·do with the gen
eral eleoti-on. I want to emphasize 
that 1and make it clear to every one. 
I cannot peirmit any statement to go 
f1rom here unchallenged that is not 
co.nrect. This Act is 1nerely to pre
vent the absurd position of taking 
two voters' lists for one, election. If 
this Act is not pa.s.sec1 that is what is 
bound to hap:pen. If the. late Govern-, 

ment had re·signe·d in November it 
would not have been necessary; hut 
tl1ey did not resign until they were 
on the verge of being kicke,d out . 
That is wl1at bcoug"l1t about the con
ftusion; and now they· want us to 
clear it up by going out after 31h 
years bec·ause they stayed for 41h 
years, a.nd fo.r six months of that time 
did not know the moment they would 
be turned out. Every one knows what 
the~r position was. With.in a week 
a.fter the election I wrote to the Gov
e.rno·r ask1ng him to call on Sir .Rob
ert Bond to [re.sign. He carried on for 
nearly six months·, and now we fin.d 
tl1at at the end of 31h ye.ars the time 
is almost up fo:r taking· the vote1r·s' 
list. It has, nothing to do with the 
election, and tl1ere m'ight be a.n elec .. 
tion witin a man.th, or two months. 
But if it stands o'\rer till the ~ull 
p~riod it will not be until Nov. 1913. 

MR. KENT-Mr·. Speake:r, the po
sition I stated has nothing to· do with 

• 



I 

• 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCltEDINGS. 

the a.rgument. I think that the mea
sure now befior·e the Hous.e, taken in 
v.iew of thie fact that no vote 11as 
been taken 1fop:11 tl1e list of voters 

" 
duiring \the com:in.g ;summer, is. !in-
tended for tl1e purpose of1 prolonging 
the p·eriod between tl1e two elections 
fro·m 4 years to 41h ye.airs, because 
if we do not take the list of - votocs 
this summer "\\re ca11not take it until 
next s.ummer, ,and cons.equently there 
can be no election until after next 
summer. l1fi thiat were not the inten
ti-0n, the proper thing would be to 
include the vote in the Supply Bill 
of .this s.e,ssion. The prece·den t of 
1862, as I pointe1d1 out before, is not 
even on the· facts .similatr to the pre
sent posii ti on. In that year the H,ouse· 
wa,s dissolved in March. The election 
was .held in April. 10nc·e the· election 
was held the members of the House 
were in exisitence and cap1able of' be
ing called together, at any inomen t. 
Parliament was not ·called togethe1r 
until the 28th January·, 1862. The 
elec·tion was .held in November, 1865, 
O(r twi thin 4 years from the ·d:ate on 
which the pre·vious Legislature had 
been convened. On the fa.cts this 
takes 1862 out of all similarity except 

' 
on the fac·t that there wasa spring 
election. All th.rough the summer 
theT€· "'Tas a Legislature elected and 
ready to be called together at any 
moment. I do not think that the re
marks of the Prime Minister regard
ing the political crisi,s four yea.rs 
ago were releva11t or pe1rtinent in 
any way. I think the result of that 
deadlock showed that un·der the con
ditiions :tl1en existing, even if the 
Prime Minister had taken office ear
lier, he would not have been able to 
accomplish .anything furtl1e.r. When 
he dtd assume· o·ffi,ce and asse1nble 
11etre there would have been no pro
gre1ss made. That ·deadlock could 
only have been br·oken by a dissolu
tion of the House, and that was the 

prope.r course to have taken. I be-
1iev e that the point ~aised by tl1e 
Prime Minister Jn this connection 
wa,s not pertinent at all to the present 
situation. Neitheir, I submit, have 
.any of the prec·edents any bearing 
which were previous to 1872, when 
tl1e law was changed regarrding the 
period or existence of the Parliament. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
• 

-Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for 
St. John's Easrt misunderstands me in 
my reference to the political deadlocl{ 
four y&ars ago. l\/f y point was that 
the pr·oper course for the late ad1min
istration would have been to resign 
when there was a deadlock, and not 
remain in office for six months, be
cause ithen "\Ve should have had a dis
solution in November. When we came 
in in March we had to hold an elec
tion. The late· administr·ation went to 
the country with 27 members and 
came back '\Vith 18. They Ol1ght to 
have resigned within a week, and then 
we would have hadl none of: tl1is: trou-
ble. But all tl1e trouble can be laid at 
the door of the late Government. Th:e 
boa. member has just referred to the 
election in 1855. He says that in '55 

' 
the Parliament did nort meet, and 
there was a spring election. The 
House met on the 22nd l\:Iay, right 
after they came back from tqe elec
tion. 

MR. K ENT.-I referred to 1862. 
RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 

-I took him to refer to 1855. For four 
and a half years after that there was 
no general election, and for six 
mon tl1s, of that tl1ere was no Parlia
ment. The Executive of that day 
from April to December had no Par
liament behind them. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Co1nmittee 

reported that they had co11sidered th.e 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion this Report "\Vas receiv
ed and adopted; and it was ordered 
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:that this Bill be read a third time on 
to-morrovv. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow 
move the House into Committee of the 
Whole to consider certain Resolutions 
in relation to the establishment of a 
paper and pulp i.J].dustry at Deer Lake, 
in the District of St. George. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
'vhen the House rises it ·adjour11 until 
Tuesday i1ext, April 9tl1, at three of 
the clock in the afternoon. 

Tl1e House tl1en adjourned accord
ingly. __ ,.. 

TUESDAY, Apr,il 9th. 
The House met at 1three of the 

clock in the afternoon, pursua.nt to 
adjournment. 

Hon. Minister Agriculture and 
1\!Iines laid 011 the table of the House 
the Report of the Newfoundland Ag
r icultural Board for year ended 31st 
December, 1911. 

Hon. Colo11ial Secretary laid. on the 
Table of the House the Report of · the 
Post1naster-General for the year 1910-
1911. 

Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish
eries tabled the information asked 
for by the Hon. n1ember for St. John's 
East, Mr. I{ent, in · regard to the ap
plication for Superintendent of 
Dredging operations. Also the state
ment aslred for by the same hon. 
member in regard to the material and 
property of Mr. Flett sold and the 
amounts received. . 

·PETITIONS. 
MR. CLIFT-Mr. Speaker, I beg 

leave to present a petition from the 
inl1abitants of · the electoral district 
of Twillingate, on the subject of a gen· 
eral election, and also from the same 
peititioners on certain district re
quirements. I 11ave also a petition 
fro1n Jol1n Gillard and other inhabit
ants of Little Bay in the district of 

Twillingate, on the subject of a road. 
The petitioners ask for rthe sum of 
$1,500 to enable them to construct a 
road between South West Arm and 
the main line leading from Little Bay 
to Springdale. It leads to the rail· 

·way, and if this connection is made, it 
will enable all the people of that lo
cality and further down the shore to 
make railroad connection. I have 
I11uch pleasure in presenting these pe
titions and recommending them to the 
favourable consideration of the Gov
ernment. 

MR. CL·APP.-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to present a petition from Port de 
Grave, from Isaac Bussey and others, 

. ' 

officers and members of the F.P.U., 
asking for the establishment of a 
telephone system, a motor ferry and 
several orther district requirements. 
I 11a ve also a petition from Patrick 
Walsh and others of Nameless Cove, 
near Flower's Cove, asking for the 
sum of $100 to build a road to enable 
them to reach their farms. As a 
matter of fact their farms are gen
erally son1e distanc·e from their 
dwelling houses, a11d rthe road is 
very rugged and very difficult to pass. 
Considering the amounts of money 
spent on the encouragement · of agri
culture by the present Government, I 
consider · this request · for the sum of 
$100 is a very modest one. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY._:_ 
l\1r. Speaker, I ask leave to present 
petitions from Snook's Harbour, 
White Rock, Lady Cove, Hickman's 
Harbour, and Clarenville, District of 
1rrinity, praying that a road be con
~~tructed from the end of Snook's Har
bour Road, on Random Island, to tl1e 
Bar, a distance of abourt 41h miles; 
and that a breakwater be erected, 
e1tl1er at Gin Cove or Snook's Harbo·r, 
in orde·r that schooners may be moor
ed in safety during the \Vinter months. 
Also a petition fro1n Hant's Harbot1r, 
asking for a grant of $3,000 to com
plete the public wharf at that place. 
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Also a petition from Clarenville,asking 
tl1at a road be constructed between 
(;larenville and Shoal Haroour. Also, 
petitions from White· Rock,having re-

, ferenc·e . to the · Ge11eral Election and 
various district matters. The fore
going petitions are signed by mem-
bers of tl1e Fishermen's Protective· 
Union. I beg to ask tl1at the petitions 
be received and referred to th.e de
. Partments to whi.ch they relate. 

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
AND MIN ES.-I beg leave to l)resent 
a petition from the inhabitants of 
Newtown, B.B., on the '. question of 
Sunday sealing. 

QUES.TIONS. 

' 
MR. KENT asked the Minister 

of lVIarine and Fisheries to la v on the ., 

table of the House a statement, in 
detail, showing all moneys spent on 
the Public Wharf at Cape Broyle, i11 
the District of Ferryland, from Ja11u
ary 1st, 1911, to date, givi11g the 
narr1es of tl1e . parties, dates . arid pur
poses of each payment; also copy of 
the returns for such expenditure; also 
the a.mount paid to, and the name of 
::i.ny persons, as commission in connec
tion with such expendit·ure. 

MINISTER OF MARINE AND 
FISHERIES.-! beg to table the infor
mation asked for. 

Mr. Clift gave Notice of Question. 
Mr. Kent gave 1 Notice of Question. 

MESSAGES FROM COUNCIL. 
Mr. Speaker informed the House 

thrut he had received a message fron1 
the Legislative C·ouncil acquainting 
tl1e House of Assembly tl1at they had 
passed the , Bills sent up, entitled re
spectively, ."An Act to provide for 

. the Raisi11g . of a Sum of Mo11ey by · 
Loan '- for the Extension of the Rail
way System of the Colony"; "An Act 
to amen.d the Act 5 Edward VII., Cap. 
8, entitled 'An Act respecting 
Banks'"; and "An Acrt respecting 
Copyright," without amendment. 

Mr. Speaker informd the House 
that he had received a inessage from 

the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up, entitled: -
"An Act f11rther to amend 'The Muni
cipal Act, 1912' ", ~v ith an amend
n1ent, in 'vhich tl1ey requested the 
concurrence of the House · of A.ssem
bly. 

On motion, the a111endment was 
read a first time, and ordered to be 
read a scond time on to-morrow . 

Mr. Speaker· informd the House 
that he had received a message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the I-louse of Assembly that tl1ey had 
passed the Bill . sent J'up, entitled:-· 
"An Act for the Appropriation of 
private lands for certain Public Pur
poses," with an amendment, in whicl1 
they requested the concurrence of the 
House of Assen1bly. 

On motion, rthe an1endment was 
read a first time and ordered to be 
read a second time on to-1norrow. 
PULP AND PA·PE1R RESOLUTIONS. 

Pursuant to Notice and Leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime 
IVIinister, rthe House r.esolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole to con
sider certain Resolutions .in relation to 
the establishment of a paper and pulp 
industry art Deer Lake, in tl1e District 
of St. George. 

lVIr. Parsons took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
Mr. Speaker, in n1oving these resolu
tions I desire to say that I regret ex
ceedingly rthat I was not able to fur
nish the members of this I-Iouse d ur
ing recess with a copy of the agree
ment, as it was only . to-day that the 
agreement vvas signed, and on the 
present occasion I merely propose to 
ask rtl1e House to read the resolutions 
and the agreement, and then ask the 
Committee to rise so that . ample op
portunity may be afforded to every
one for the fullest discussion of what 
will be seen at once is a very import-
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ant matter. I had hoped on Wednes
day last t11at the agreement would 
have been signed on tl1e next n1orn
ing, so rt.hat I would be able during the 
week to furnish a copy to the mem
bers of the House, but nearly all the 
principals live in the States, and some 
of their associates live in England, 
and they had consequently to be cabl
ed and some of tl1em were away from 
business for Easter. It is a matter of 
congratulation to this House and to 
the country that we have now every 
assurance tha1t we are to have estab
lished at Deer Lake another large 
Paper and Pulp industry. Tl1e tim
ber is there and if the Legislature 
grants the water po-vver asked for by 
tl1e parties, all the necessary power 
can be generruted, sufficient to operate 
a very lar.ge paper and pulp· mill. We 
have all heard and read, and by this 
time I hope -vve all know enough about 
the ,-alue of a new industry like that 
to make it unnecessary for me to say 
much in relation to it. The future of 
tthis country depends very largely on 
our efforts to increase the abour of 
the people. In the past what we have 
suffered from is, first the enforced 
idleness of our people for a large por
tion of the year. Tl1ey fish only for a 
few months, and practically in the 
late autumn, "\vinter a!ld early spring 
there has been very little for the1n to 
do, their earning po\ver, therefore, 
being restricted to a few months. 
The earning po-vvers of our people are 
the lowest that I lrno-vv of in any coun
try in the world, certainly in any 
British Colo11y. · Our families probably 
earn about $400 a year, wl1ile in Nova 
Scotia, our next door neighbour, tl1e 
average family earns $1,000. Our fu
ture prosperity depends on increasing 
thait power. To bring that about I 
know of no other \Vay than to en-

' courage manufacturi11g, turn our wood 
into paper and pulp, extract our min
erals, man ufactt1re our fish products 
upon the spot, and develop our agri
culture. I lay special stress upon tl1e 

development and manufa~cture of our 
fishery products. Tal{e the ordinary 
seal ski11. I t1ndersta11d that about 
$1.00 \vorth of labour g·oes into one 
seal sl{in to prepare it, and in a good 
year we g·et 400 ,000 skins. All t hese 
go a v1ay to be i11anufactl1red i11 the 
United States, a ·dead loss of a $400,~ 

000 industry. Tl1en take our codfish. 
There is a . larg·e traffic betvveen llS 

and Gloucest er. The Americans bt1y 
our fish, take it to Gloucester and 
tl1ere ma11ufacture it, and turn it out 
into boneless cod and other things. I 
hope some day to see all that done a 1t 
hon1e, giving labot:r to our ow11 peo
ple. The resolutiuns we are consid
ering to-day must constitute a step 
in that direction, a11d I rthink the con
cessions asl{ed for are reasonable. 
The parties who forn1 the Company a t 
present are H. C. Dykehouse, of the 
Acme Lumber Company, of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, President; R. G. 
Williams, of the Eastern Basket ancl 
Veneer Company, Bt1ffalo, N.Y.; \V. 
C. Grobhiser, · of Holland, Michigan; 
and B. C. Crittsinger, af Niagara 
Falls, N.Y. They have formed rthem
selves into a company known as the 
A1nerican-Ne\vfoundland Pulp and 
Lu1nber Company of Grand Rapids, in 
the State of Michigan, United States 
of America. These people as far as 
financial standing is concer11ed, are 
vouched for by t-vvo banks in lVIichi
g·an, wl1ich I think will be fol1nd to 
be responsible and first class institu
tions. I had a cable sent to tnem en
quiring, and these are tl1e replies:
"Grand Rapids, Mich., Apr. 8. 

"Dear Sir Edward-Officers and 
directors of American Newfoundland 
Pulp and Lumber Con1pany regarded 
men good business ability and reli
able. Estimated worth t\VO to four 
hundred thousand dollars each. Do 
not tl1ink tl1ey would undertake prop
osition they could not see '\Vay clear 
to handle. 

• "I{ENT ST A TE BANK, 
''Henry Idema, President." 
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· "Grand Rapids, Mich., Apr . 8. 

"Dear Sir Edward.-The American 
Ne\vfoundland Pulp and Lumber Com
pany, its officers and directors, a r e 
known to this bank. Outside any i11-
t erest they may have in rt:he Com
pany, these gentlemen are \Vorth u p 
into the 1111ndreds of thousands. From 
\vl1at we know of tl1em tl1ey wo11ld not 
enter into an agreement of a ny k ind 
wi1thot1t proper consider a tion, and we 
believe would be able to consum111ate 
a11y proposition entered 11pon. 

"OLD NATIONAL BANK, 

"Clay H. Hollister, V.P." 

These then are the people who a re 
agreeing \Vitl1 tl1e Government, a n d 
tl1ese are rthe people wl10 have vouch
ed for tl1eir standing. Novv, how did 
tl1ey acqt1ire the title to the propert y? 
~f'he la.nds they have they have ac
quired by l)t1rcl1ase. They are n ot ask
ing for any timber or other lands 
fro1n tl1e Cro\vn. They are a lready 
tl1e O\vners of and have a title in t h e 
properties upon wl1ich they propose 
operating. They acquired the pro
perties by purchase by various as
sign1ne11ts, a11d own over 600 square 
iniles cf ti1nber lands along the shores 
cf Deer Lalre. These proper,ties we~e 
orip;i11aliy leased to R. B. Job in 1904; 
Ilobort G. Pike in 1903, and Chr isto-
p11e · Fisl1er, of Ba)T of Islands, in 
190~. 'l'l1ese people no..-.v 11ave assign
C(l to these .L\.mericans, \Vho have paid 
sometl1i11g over $300,000 for the pro
perties, e:1s I am informed. For the 
convenience of the Comn1ittee I h ave 
broug·ht copies and plans with ine, so 
that the Co111mittee n1ay have the 
fullest, posible information. The 

position, ho\vever, that the Company 
1s co11fronted with is that, having a c
(1:1ired these very large areas aroun d 
Deer Lal{e, they found there is not 
st1fil 0 ie11t natural \Yater power to 
tify tl1crn i11 erecting their m ill,. 
it is dol11Jtft11 \Vhetl1er it would 

• 
JUS-

a11d • 
pay 

them to operate it as a steam con
cern. They therefore aslr rto be per
mitted to raise the waters of Grand 
a nd Deer Lake, and some other minor 
concessions to which I sl1.all refer 
later in more detail. The important 
concession is tl1e mai11taining of the 

. 
\vater at Grand Lake a~. its higl1 
spring level, and tl1e raising of the 
waters of Deer Lake 15 feet over higl1 
water mark. They hope b)"" tl1is 

means sufficient head of water. vvill 
be obtained to give them power to 
op erate the miil electrically. 

In the 'f~r.st place the company 11a ve 
asked and the Go\rer11ment 11ave 
granted them for a term of 99 years. 
t h e Ti.g·ht to m ruintain tl1e waters of 

·Grancl L ake at tl1eir highest point, 

an d t o raise tl1e water s, of Deer Lake 
fifteen f1eet over higl1 water mark. 
Now, dealing witl1 Grand Lake fi1rst: 
In order that tl1e ~-t.ouse may be in-

for m.ea app.yoximately, or as nearly 
as may be without detailed. survey, I 

l1ave made enc1uiries from M1r. Howley; 
tl1e Geolog·ical Surveyor, wl10 knows 

tl1at cc-untry fairly well, and also Mr. · 
Bayly, who live d i1ear Grand· Lake 
and had a farm the·r·e, and tl1ey botl1 
ag·reed that ·rais1ing the \Vaters of 
Grand Lake 10 feet above lovv water 
mark will mean keeping it at full 
spr ing tide. By da.mm.ing Grand Lake 
andJ k eeping tl1e wate1r as it is to-day 

we w.ill not flood any -new countr)r; 
so t hat we can put aside tl1e· question 
a s to ·dam.age to public or ·private 
property. I 11ave also made i11quir'ies 

from Mr. Joyce of the Reid Nfld Co., 
in charge of the enginee;r1ng depart
m ent ; he says they have taken obser
vations there for some years. of tl1e 

rise of the water in Grand Lal\:e, on 
account of their bridge lower 1down ~ 
and 11e ,informed me that 10 feet is 

about a fair average. Mr. Howley is 
.very cleair on ~hiis P·Oint. He .says:-

' 
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LETTER FROM MR. HOWLEY, F.G.S. 

Geological Survey Office, 
lVIarch 26, 1912. 

Dear Sir Edward,-
In reply to your communicatiort of 

yesterday's date;/ 1st, "as to the dif
ference in height of the water of 
Grand Lake from its lowest summer 
level to the highesit point attained 
during the early spring freshets," I 
may say, I cannot give any definite 
figures from my own personal know
ledge. I have never been at the· Lake 
in the early spring time, and can only 
speal{ from hearsay. I have seen the 
Lake in the mo11th of June, when the 
water was close up to rthe bushes 
which fringe its shores, and again in 
mid-summer on several ocasions, when 
at its lowest level. As near as I can 
judge, the difference in height on these 
occasions was between 6 and 7 feet . 
How much higher it may reacl1 dur
ing the spring freshets I cannot say, 
but judging from rthe debris washed 
ashore and even piled up in the woods, 
at some points I should judge it to be 
fully 4 or 5 feet more. This is . con
firmed by the section me11 on the rail
way a11d othe:rs who have seen the 
'vaters at their highest. 

In reference rto the last part of the 
query, I do not think a rise of ten 
feet would submerge any more coun
try or indeed as inu~h as that cover
ed by the highest spring floods. 

No. 2. As regards Deer Lake. "If 
permission were granted to raise the 
\'.raters of tl1at Lake fifteen feeit above 
high "\vater marl{, what extent of coun
try would be flooded, etc." 

I am equally at a loss to say 'vhat 
11Gigl1t the waters aittain during the 
11 igl1est spring floods. 

If we take the normal level of the 
high vvater n1ark and raise the level 
f.ftee11 feet above this, and allow at 
least five feet for the ex:traordinary 
11eight in early spring, the11 the fifteen 
foot dam would ca use a rise ov·er all 
about ten feet. This would back up 

the vvater on the Upper Humber at 
least as . far as rthe entrance to Junc
tion Brook and render tl1at portion of 
the River smooth water. 

As to the amou11t of land along tl1e 
sides of the Lake that may oe sub-
1nerged, nothing shorit of a series of 
levers taken from the lake shores in
land could acct1rately deter111ine this. 
On the i1orth ·vvest side of the lake) 
where the land rises rapidly inland, 
there 'being a few l)Oints wher e the 
shores are quite low, I do not thinl\: 
tl1e subn1erg·ed area would exceed on 
a11 averag·e n1ore than a couple of hun
dred yards, if indeed so ml1cl1. The 

I 

sa1ne applies, g·enerally to tl1e soutl1 . 
side of tl1e lake, where the land 

s lopes up\vards still more rapidly 
fron1 the shore. I believe there are 
only two or three points along this 
side where rthe waters would reach 
the level of tl1e Railway track, viz., 
!j,t South Brook and Finn's Brook 
Crossings, and at Little Harbor. 

I do not l{now of the existence of 
any. ini11eral indications along · the 
shores of tl1e ,lake which would be in
juriously affected. The oil shale de-

posits on :the south side of the Lake 
are not exposed for some distance 
back fro1n ·the shore, and tl1e rise from 
the Lalce to these outcrops is consid
erable. 

Some portion of the lands so sub
merged are, or were, well tin1 bered, 
but the best timber has long since 
been culled ot1t. By far the greater 
portion of tl1e la11d so sub1nerged 
would consist of lovv lying flat land 
near the i11ouths of the sn1all inflow-
ing Brooks, and the numerous lo\v, 
rocky or sandy i1oints jutti11g out into 
the Lake. 

I remain, 

Yours faithfully, 

JAMES P. HOWLEY. 

Here is what Mr. Bayly says:---



532 I-I<J1JSE or; 1\.SSEl\IBLY PROC'E EDIN GS. 

LET1-ER FROM MR. BAYLY .. 
St. John's, 1'Tfld., 

25tl1 March, 1912. 
Ftt. :tic11. Sir E. P. Morris, K.C., 

Prime l\1inister. 

Dear Sir,--I have lived at Deer I_.fake 
for about te11 years. Deer Lake is 
about nine miles fro1n Gra11d Lake. 
I l{now the country around Gra11d 
Lal{e, having been tl1ere freql1ently 
each year, and 11ave g·o11e around the 
Lake 'vl1ile on a s11rvey vvith l\r1r. J. P. 
Howley, Geological Surveyor. Speak
i11g fron1 i11e1nory, and · 'vithout any 

statistics before me, I sl1ould say tl1at 
the 'vaters of Grand Laire rise at flood 

tide in the spring over the level or 
mark of lovv water in August and Sep
tem be:r about ten feet. The land is 
very 11igl1 everywl1ere at G1·and Lake, 
excepti11g at tl1e eastern and \v·estern. 
encls. At tl1e eastern end it is low. 

I lr11c \V Deer Lal{e and the c·ountry 
in that neighborhood very V\rell. Rais
ing the Lake :fifteen feet above the 
1e·vel of marl{ of 11igl1 vvater, would, 
in my opinion, (of course \Vithot1t any 
exact pla11s or statistics), flood the 
Lake so1ne-vvhat a,s follo-vvs :-011 the 
nortl1 side I shculd suppose t11ere 
\vou1d be a11 average of half a inile all 
alo11g t 11e shore, excepti11g a,t a fe\v 
1Jlaces w l1ere the land rises from the 
~ 

shore. Tl1e character of this area is 
average agricultural, tin1ber, and 
sl1ale lands. On the south side the 
rail\vay t ravels right down the Lake 
fro111 e11d t o end_, a,nd is never avvay 
from the shore of the Lake one quart
er of a mile. lVIy opinion is that the 
track "\Vill be flooded in many places~ 
and the land between the track and 
the Lake co-vrered by the rise of fifteen 
feet of ~ \v ater . The eastern end of tl1e 
1...Lat:e '.Vill bcome st1bm0rg·ed fully half 
a r11ile f:ron1 the sl1cre of tl1e Lalre. 

)rOllr obedient servant, 

ALBERT J. BAYLY. 

\Ve r11av fairly .gather from this 
" 

e ,·icle11.:?e , l\i r. Cl1airman, that tl1e 

raising· of ·Grand Lake 10 feet above 
low water \Vill p·ractically have tl1e 
effect of inaintaining the water at the 
ievel it attai118 in the sp.ring; perl1aps 
not as much, be·cause Mr. Howley 
thinks tl1at flood tide, in the spring 
is probably a little n1ore than 10 feet. 
1rl1e evidence we have from lVfr. Joyce 
sl1ows. tl1at it is probably correc't to 
say about 10 feet. As ,regards Deer 
Lake I have had a map p-repared 
\vl1icl1 w·iil be o·f; interest to the com~ 
mittee, showing the portions round 
Deer Lake wl1icl1 will be submerg.e.d. · 
Much of it belongs to the Hl1mber 
River Pulp Company under consider ... 
a.ition, some to the R.eid Nfld. Co., a 
little to tl1e ':I.1eleg·raph Co., and son1e 
small farms like tl1ose of Mr. Nicl1olls 
and Mr. Bayly. Some of the lands 
tl1en lil{ely to be flooded belong to 
private parties, some to the Crown. 
It will be noticed that in the· agree
n1ent provision is made fio·r arbitration 
for the compensation for any la.n·ds 
flooded, eitl1er to private parties o·r 
to the Cro'\\rn. In section 3 of the 
a.gree·ment compensation is provide·d 
for any public . damage that ma.y be 
.caused. The C.rown will 11a ve to· be 
paid ·damag·es for all . the lands f 1lood
ed tl1at are of any value to tl1e CTown. 
Land tl1at is let for agricultural or 
timber or mineTa.l purposes. is an 
earning power, but land flood!ed is 

absolutely lost, except indirectly' so 
• far· as the ind us try is an earning 

power. The same p.rovision is made 
reg·a.rding lands belonging to indivi
duals in vvhicl1 tl1e Government may
l1a ve an interest, reversionary or 
otherwis·e. Tl1e11 again as ;r .. egards, the 
rail 'vay; the con tractor ha.s it for 46 
years, but then it c·omes; ba.ck to the 
Gover11n1ent, and tl1e Government 
n1ust take care tl1at nothing may be 
done now which vvhen that time 
comes would increase tl1e expenses 
of· majntenanc:e. As re.gards compen-
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s.ation for private parties., section 4 
provides for that. Any lands injured 
by the construction of these ·dams 
will have to be compensated fo,r b.y 
arbi:tration. The Government h ave 
ma·de the clause foT arbitration a 
little ·different f'rom the usual arbitra
tion clause in that they have p 1rovided 
that the matter must be s.ettled by 
arbitration. Private parties ma y 
ag,ree instead of' ,arbitrating if they 
can do so; but the rights of the 
Crown hav·e to be1 settled by arbitra
tion. Then if the, amount is, objected 
to there is an .appeal to· tl1e, Supreme 
Court. Seotion 5 of the a greement 
relates. to pr'ivate1 lands, in connection 
with s.e.we.rage rights, etc . T hat, 
practically, is a ve.rbatim copy of t he 
H 1armsworth agreement in that re
spect. The other sections that I ·ha.ve 
referre1d: to deal with c.o·mp ens.at ion 
i11 1relation to land that may be flood
ed by the constr uction ofJ this water 
power, but section 5 ,deals with tl1e 
land that ma.y be required to be t aken 
from private parties. in r elation to 
the construction of tl1elr telegrapl1s , 
telep,hones, railvvays, tramways , a nd 
flowage ri.gh ts along the banks of 
streams. Now, you. will~- not ice that 
the,re is a slight ·difference between 
this s.ection a,nd that of\ the Harm s-

· worth ·contract. Under the Harms-
wortl1 contract, they c.an go in and 
take the land, while in this1 contra ct 
the Government has, to be satisfied 
that the land is. required for tl1e pur
poses referred to· in the section before 
the Company is permitted to n ego
tiate or ·do anything· at a.11 in relat io11 
to the matter. That was considered 
necessary ·so tl1at the parties might 
not .act arbitrarily. Section 5 deals. 
wlth the mill sites . The Company is 
given 2,000 .acres, at tl1e us ual rat e 
of thirty cents an acre, for the sit e 
ofl its, mill. Under section 7 they are 
given 5,000 a.cres of unoccupied 

Crown lands , sl1ould tl1ey reciuire it, 

for t heir telegraphs, t elepl1ones, rail
ways, tra.mways and roao.s, and sites 
for m'.il ls. . Tl1at provision is practi
ca1ly t he same as tl1at of tl1e Harms
wortl1 contract in tl1at respect, except 
that t h e, Harmswo.rths 'V\Tere given 
10,000 acres vvl1ile in tl1e present case 
on ly 5,000 is give11 . 
also by tl1e wording 
tl1at the Government 

You \Vill note 
of t11e section 

will a llovv this 
' upon being satisfied tl1at such lands 
are required .fior tl1e purpose.s afore
said." Tl1e next section, 8, ·deals with 
arbitrations. . Tl1at I l1ave already 
explained. An a.rbitrator will be ap
pointed by each par ty-011e by the 
Company and one by the i11dividual 
affected-and tl1e Minister of Agri
cul t11re will be tl1e u1npire; and tl1en 
provision is made for a.ppeal direct 
t o the Supreme Court. Section 9 
i11erely calls lipon the Company to use 
dilig·enc,8 in arranging wi tl1 tl1e par
ties in relation to any la11d to lJe 
taken . Sectio11 10 provides tl1at se
c~urity of $250,000 sha.11 be put up by 
the 1st October next, and tl1is wl1ole 
agreement will cease· and ·determine 
if tl1at security is, not put up. The 
Con1pany, 11aving fully considered 
wl1at tl1ey are going into, have agreed 
to tl1at. Tl1ey have also agreed, as 
you will notice by section 11, to com
n1ence actual constructio11 work not 
later than tl1e 1st May, 1913. By 
sections 12 and 13, provision is n1ade 
for the construction o:=, fish laddei'S, 
so that the fish will be able to get 
up into these lal{es, and also for tl1e 
passage of sn1all boats llP . tl1ro11gl1 
t11e darn . Section 14 merely de~i.ls 

witl1 tl1e general vested ·rights of 
parties around the lal{eS, so tl1at their 
inte:rests W·ill in no way be affected, 
Section 15 is tl1e san1e a s tl1e Harn1E.· 

worth contract in relation to the 
appointment of a chief1 Fire \Varden. 
Section 16 js ~l1e same as tl1e Ha.r-ms· 

-
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wortl1 con tract in .relation to tl1e 
admission of n1a te,t ials duty free for 
the orig·inal installation of the mills; 
and Section 17 merely contains the 
covenant for peaceable possession. 
Sub-section "A" ,deals vvith the re
newal of their lease every 99 years , 
the same as tl1e Harmswortl1 con
tract; "B" and "C" are also the same 
as the Harmswortl1 contract, p·rovid
ing· tl1a.t the property at Deer Lake 
will be exempted from municipal tax
ation; and sub-section "D'' g·ives 
tl1em tl1e rig·l1 t to constrt1ct telephone 
and teleg·raph lines on tl1eir· p-remises 
in connection with tl1eir n1ills. Sec
tion 18 deals witl1 forfeiture. Should 
tl1e lease or license to cut ti.111 t er on 
the limits described i11 sect~o11 1 be 
forfeited at any tiime, tl1en t11c rigl1ts 
tinder section 2 lapse also; in otl1er 
words, if the rights to cut t imber 
under the licenses which thev 11ave 

~ 

acquired by a.ssig11ment cease at any 
time, or .lapse. then the rJ,ghts under 
tl1e other section follow also. I trust, 
Mr. Speaker, that the initiv,l vvork 
of tl1is Company may be speedily ac
com.plished. Every one of us, I 
think, has had some experienc,e 
of tl1e difficulty of enlistin.g capital 
in relation to the ·development of our 
timber. TJ p to the present tin1e we 
11ave only bee11 successfrrJ in two 
cases_:the Harms,-,vortl1s at Grand 
Falls and tl1e Albert E. Reed Co. at 
Bishops Falls. \lV e are glad to note 
that botl1 of these companies are now 
safely launched a.nd prosperously ad
vancing, and. from all I can learn, 
Cii.,r~. :\>·Jng out tl1e best 11opes of tl1eir 
promoters. It will be a great tl1.ing 
for Newfoundland if the prese11 t mill 
is established at Deer Lake. I under
stand that at tl1e present moment t\vo 
or three otl1er propositions are be
ing· worked up, and I 11ope that before 
the Legislature meets again we will 
be able 10 complete a.rrangements for 

two other pulp propositions. An Eng--...... 

lish Company· is now investigating a 
property near Little River, Burgeo, 
and from what I ·can learn they ~1,re 

satisfied tl1at it is only a questJon (•f 

securing a good water power. T11e 
Governn1ent is also at the present 
time neg·otiating witl1 a gentleman 
11ere representing· some ... L\.rnericaru; 

' 
vvl10 have a very fine p·roperty down 
on tl1e Gande1· River-property that 
tl1ey 11ave acc1uired by purchase and 
under license. I 11ave met Mr. Llo¥d
son, the representative of that Co1~

pany, wl10 is now in the city, and 11e 
tells me t11at 11e 11as every reason for 
believing that the present seasoi1 \Vill 

witness the commencement oS his op
enations. He 11as already got seven 
or eight thousand feet of lumber there 
to erect his bu.ildings, and. is going to 
build a certa.in number of miles of 
railway to connect with our railwa-v u 

so that 11e n1ay be able, to get his ma
terials. On tl1e whole, the outlook 
is brig'l1t as regards the development 
of ou·r ptllp a:reas. We 11ave also to 
remember that there is a very fine 

proposition in connection with the 
Timber Estates tl1at has not yet been 
developed but is capable, I believe, of 
affording all tl1e necessary raw 
niaterial for a successful pulp and pa
per concern; and then there is the 
big proposition at Grand Lake, - a 
great portion of wh.icl1 is O\vne·d by 
the Reid Newfoundland Co., who 
11ave a very fine water po;.ver at 
Junction Brook. When all these pro
perties are worked up we may look 

for\\rard confidently to the establish
ment of a permanent industry in our 
midst wl1ich vvill give per1nanent em
ployment to a large 11umber of our 
people, and tl1us reduce the number 
of tl1ose who in the past 11ave had to 
,depend entirely on tl1e fisheries. 
\A.Tl1at we 11ave suffered f.rom, as I 
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11ave so of1ten pointed out, is that 
we have been carrying· all our egg·s 
in one basket. We have had to de
pend en·tirely on the fisheries. When 
there was a good price for f,ish and 
we '\Vere able to make a fairly good 
catch, everyth'ing was prosperous; but 
when we met witl1 a bad fishery, or 
bad p·ric·es, everyone· st1ffered. Now 
we. are gradually getting a way from 
th.at. Every day witnesses the intro
d uction ·Of1 new industries. small and 
larg~, and they are all contributing 
something. They .are like the small 
str'e·a.1ns. that act as. feeders to the 
parent .stream tl1at .n1akes tl1e · great 
river that produces the g·reat flood. 
Let us hope, Mr. Speaker, that we 
are now about to come into this flood 
of prosperity,and, that tl1is enterprise 
with others, will be fully considered 
and generously treated by those 
wl1ose ·duty it :is to d.o so. As I have 
said before,. it is not my <lesire now 
to do more than to ask the I-louse to 
go into Committee, an,di rread the res
olutions. I shall then ask that the 
Con1mittee rise, so that we may have 
every ·Op·portunity of ·discussing the 

matter in all its details. We are ap
proach'in.g the close of1 the session, 
but I am most anxifJUS tl1at a matter 
of such importance as tl1is. is should 
not be in any way affected by that. 
It is not my intention to a.sk that the 
rules of the House be suspended un
til this. measure 11as been fully dis~ 

cussed and passed thTough its vario11s 
stages. 

MR. KENT-Mr. Chairman, I don't 
intend to ·discuss thes0 rescl utions 
this afternoon for the reason that I 
l1a ve not read them yet. I listened 
attentively to the· Pr'ime l\1inister's 
exp1anation of the nature of tl1e 
agreemen.t which has been made witl1 
tl1is Compan)r-The Americ·an Pulp 
and Lumber Co., of Grand1 B,apids, in 
the State of lVIichigan. Tl1e proposal 

that tl1is agreement en1bodies is a 
special arrangem.ent tl1at is 

made with this Company~ 
being 

and I 
must say that the expla11ation wl1icl1 
tl1e Prime Minister gave in introd11c
ing the resolutions. ·did not stril{e m.e 
as being· of tl1at defi11ite cl1aracter 
which 011e would expect i11 dealing 
with tl1e subject. Tl1e ::_"eports of tl1e 
eng'ineers and tl1e geological st1rvey
ors, to wl1icl1 l1e has referred, are 
based, a.s regards the spring tides, on 
botl1 these lakes, upon hearsay. Mr. 
Ho,vley, if I ·remember rigl1tly, in tl1e 
report whicl1 11e made, said tl1at he 
11ad not visited tl1ese lakes at tl1e 
ti1ne of tl1e year vvl1en the tide would 
be at its higl1est; and Mr. Bailey, 
wl10 lived i11 the neigl1borl1ooc1 of 
Deer Lake, stated tl1at 11e knew tl1e 
locality, but that his visits a.round t11e 
lakes were whe11 he accon1panied 
l\1Ir. Howley on 11is survey. I t l1ink, 
Sir, that -it ougl1t first to be estab
lished tha.t tl1ere is sometl1ing pec11-
liar in tl1e conditions existing i11 tl1is 
locality. It ought to be sl1own by real 
evidence that such a proposition as 
the present is necessary. 

The P·rime Minister 11as spol"'en ·of 
otl1er propositions wl1icl1 are in 
course of negotiation or being consid
ered. This leads us to the position 
that we are about to 11a1.Te a numbe:t 
of tl1ese pulp and l)aper n1ills estab
lished in this country, a11d I tl1inl{, 
Sir, tl1at the idea of dealing Vlitl1 
then1 individt1ally by contract or 
agreement in this way is 'vrong. It 
migl1t have been j11stified, a11d probab
ly "';¥as justified, in tl1e case of the 
pioneer company-tl1e co1npany whicl1 
came in first and really pro\Ted tl1e 
possibilities of comn1ercially . turni11g 
tl1ese pulp areas to a successful re
·sult. Now, Sir, we 11ave tl1is Com
pany coming in and g·etting special 
privileg·es, while the Albert E. Resd 
Compan) .. , establisl1ed at Disl1ops 
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Falls, obtained no special privileges 
from thls Legislatur,e so fa:r as I am 
aware; and next year we ma.y have 
anotl1er Company coming here wl1icl1 
may desire to establisl1 a pulp or pa
per mill. ,a.nd ma.y not be a.ble to come 
to terms, witl1 the Government. Now, 
Sir, I don't think that is the· condition 
in whicl1 this matter sl1ould be. I 
tl1ink it is tl1e duty of tl1e Go\rernm.ent 
to make up thei1r minds as to what 
tl1ey consider would be thP most ad
vantag·eous conditions, in the inter
ests, of the colony, upon wl1ich the 
pulp areas of the country could be 
turned to advantage and to have de
finite laws embodied in general en
actm·ents, so that tl1ose desirous of 
enteri11g into the pulp industry would 
l{now exactly what they were doing 
<?.,nd wl1at conditions. tl1ey would have 
to meet. Again, Si.r, I think that the 
evidence which the Prime Minister 
has g·lven the House regarding the 
effects of tl1e flooding of: tl1ese two 
lal{es is unsatisfactory, to say tl1e 
least of it, as ·r·egards its conclusive
ness. I don't think that the Commit
tee is, very muc·h wiser, from the ex
pla.nation wl1icl1 has been g·iven, as 
to tl1e extent of the flooding· wl1icl1 
·\\rill take place .a.s a result of tl1e op
erations of tl1is Company. It depends 
to a large extent upon the formation 
of tl1e land surrounding the· lakes . 
You are bringing it up· to the flood 
tide in tl1e case of· GrandJ Lake, and 
fifteen feet above flood tide in the 
case of Deer Lake. Well, Sir, I don ~t 

' 

know exactly what . that means, and I 
don't tl1inl{ that there is anytl1ing be
fore the Committee ti1at '\Vill enlight-

en the inembers as to its mean'ing
as to the nature of the country to be 
flooded, tl1e extent of the flooding·, 
and so forth. It is true, Sir, that the 
agreement,as the Prime Minister said 
p·rovides for compensation, but I 
think we ought to 11ave some more 

·definite idea as to what the nature of 
the injury to be compensa.ted for will 
be before we accept this agreement. 
lVIy remarks now are only directed to 
tl1e statements which the PTime Min
ister 11as made in reference to the 
agreement,because I have not yet read 
it. I und1erstand that it is the inten
tion to co11sider the matter at a later 
.sitting·, wl1en I shall 11ave an opportu
nity of ·discussing the ag.reement on 
its merits. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.

Just one or two words, Mr. Chairman, 
in reply to the hon. member. In the 
first place I desire to empl1atically 
say tl1at I entirely ·disagree with 11im 
that we can make any law which will 
apply to the development of the tim
be.r lands of this country. If there is 
a11y one thing that 1requires a spe·cial 
a.greement in every ca:s,~, it is the de
velopment of thi.s· industry. If we 
were ·dealing h·ere today with the 
fishing industry-the cure an·d expo·rt 
of fish-it mig·l1t be possible· to make 
a general la\V that would apply in all 
cases; but we are, ·dealing with a 
matter that Tequires a defdnite agree
ment in relation to every case·. Ta.l\:e 

the Grand Falls Company. All they 
l1ad to do was to go out and bt1ilcl 

tl1eir ·dam, put in the flume, and build 
the power house, and the thin.g was 
accomplished. In this case·, these 
people, after expending nearly half a 
million ·dollars, find tl1emselves with
out a '\Vater power. They migl1t as 
well have that property out on the 
prairies; and unless you want tl1at 
property to rem.ain as. it is, and as it 

has been .since the days of the abori
gines-the 'home of the deer', as it 
I1as been termed-you have, to do ev
erything in )'·our power to assist in 

its development. You have the·re. f~ne 
timber and oceans of water, but no 
fall, and you could not create a power 
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out of the AtlantiCJ Ocean, if )SOU had that, but does. 11e expect us to :sen·d 
it tomo·rrow, unless the-re was 1

· a fall. out a staff of .su:rveyors with an en
These people. come in and they say, ginee;r next .summer and spend $100,
'\Vell, we can ma.ke a fall there at a 000 having surveys made over every 
'rery large expenditure. It would be part of that country? Why, Mr. 
very much better nor us if there was Speaker, that Lake 'is over 60 miles 
a fall, but ·since there isn't, we· \vill long, and taking both s.i1des, there 
·construct one." And they have· to pay would be 120 miles. to be surveyed; 
for every acre that is floo·ded. Is that . and the·re is an Islan·d in the centre 
the case with Harmsworths? Is. that of ·that Lake over thirty miles long; 
the case, with the· Reid Newfoundland 
·Co., who have, probably or1e of the 
finest pulp properties in the world 
over at Grand Lake, with ·a splendid 
water power at Junction B:took? 
Tl1ese people, af•ter having paid $350,-
000 for these timber properties, find 

themselves without a water power, 
and they ask us to allow them to 
keep Grand Lake up· to its noifmal 
height at flood tide-to let them put 
a dam ac·ross the mouth and keep the 
water from flowing· out. That iS' all 
they ask. In relation to Deer Lake, 
they ask to raise that fijteen feet 

above high-water mark, which Mr. 
Howley allowed to be about ten feet. 
In other wor·ds, 11e says that there is 
a difference of .about fifteen feet be
tween iilood tide in spring and ordin-
ary high water. This may 

'· . 

side of the Lake flood the 
but these people say: 

on one 
railway, 

"We will 

raise the Lake and pay all expeuses 
and all damages, and will give yeti a 
substantial .sum to guarantee that pay
ment fo:r all time." Well what are we 
g) · 11~; to ·do? Arre V\re go'ing to allow 
them to leave the country, and give 
the ·country a black eye, as it were? 
or .are we1 going to give them this 
concession, and convert· a liability in
to an asset? By giving this concession 

we make ~v-aluable that which iis of no 
value to-day. The e·vidence as. to the 
flooding .is, unsatisf1actory, my learn-

ed friend says-as to the extent of 
c9untry to be flooded. Well, I admit 

and every foot of that would have to 
be .surveyed. It would cost, at the 
very least, $100,000 before we co11ld 
come befo:re thi,s House with an ex
act state·ment of details. But while 
we cannot give an accu·rate survey. 
\Ve do the very best thing. Vv e go to 
Mr. Howley, who is the geological 
surveyor, who has· lived in that coun
try, travelle·d around the whole Lake, 
and we go to the man who was 11is 
assistant, and they give us, a very 
!air idea of what flooding would take 
place and we must presume tl1at they 
l\:now· what it would be for they are 
as. familiar witl1 that lake as ·we are 
with Quidi Vidi. If a man aBked us 
what would be the effect of ratsing 
the level of Quidi Vidi ten if1E~ et,I thi!lk 
we could give 11irr1 some idea of what 
would 11appen. 1\if.y learned friend 
says tha,t he 11as not read tl1e Reso-
1 utions. This is not his fa.ult for he 
11as not had time, but I can assure 11im 

andi the committee that t11e agree-
ment was not executed, until it 11ad 
received the· mo,st careful considera
tion and I ventu1re to say that not one 
suggestion can be made to imp·rove it 
from the standpoint of look:ing after 
the public interests. No grant of 
land in fee .simple has. been made to 
tl1ese people as in the case of the 
Harms.worths, but in saying this I do 
not wish to be- understood as sayi11g 

one word .against the Harms,vo~th 

contract for I was a party to it. The 
land is given to these people by li
cense, merely a license to cut tim-
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ber, and where there is no timber 
people ca11 settle to-mo.rrow and be 
given a good title by the Crown. The 
·proposition is an 1entirely ·d1ffeTent 
ones as regards the rigl1ts( of the 
public. Tl1ese people 11ave the timber 
lands under tl1eir licenses and have 
paid tl1eir money. It would be gross 

· dishonesty, therefore, on our part to 
withold any reasonable conces.sions 
tl1at may be necessary for the purfJOSe 
of turning· the timber into pulp and 
paper. They have paid their rents and 
tl1ey have told us. that they ca11not 
work the p·roperty without certain 
'Concessions. Tl1es.e c·once~'.3sio11s we 
.are willing to grant arid I 11ope that 
when my learned frien.d has had time 
to study the resolutic>ns he will con
·sider the a.g"reemen t to be a good one 
for the colony. 

MR. DOWNEY-I ·do not wiHh to 
.start any discussion on the resol l1-

tions, w.hich I .am convinced will 
commend them.selves to the common 
:sense and good judgment of tl1e 
House, but my reason for speaking· B.s 

to set at rest tl1e doubt whicl1 has 
.arisen in the mind of my lea.rned 
friend ·opposite with regard to the un
certainty as to the flood limit and 
tl18 . dangers. that may arise when the 
\:\Taters of the lake are ra:ised. I may 
. say that I 11a \Te been there on ten · 
different occasions wl1en tl1e wate,rs 
were at tl1eir full 11eigh t, and I can 
give iny personal a·ssurance that at 
no time ·did tl1ey exceed the limits 
named by Messrs. Howley and Bay
ly. The undertaking opens up 
great possibilities to that par t of thG 
island, and I tr11st that when the 
pla11s of tl1e parties materialize they 
will prove benefdcial to the colony 
and to all tl1e interests. involved. 

MR. KENT-I would like to point 

out to my hon. friend that it is im
possible that a:nybody has .seen Deer 
Lake fifteen feet h.igl1er than at or-

dina;ry floo.d tide. If my hon. 1firiend 
is in a pos.ition to .say what effect it 
would ha,ve on tl1e adjoining country 
at tl1at 11eight, his. remarks would be 
of value to us, but I do not think that 
11e has seen tl1e lake at that height. 

MR. D·OWNEY-In reply to my 

lear11ed 1riend I "\vould say that I am 
so familic.tr with the topograp11y of 
the district i11 q 11estion tl1at I can 
say without any hesitation that I 

cannot imagi11e how any possible in
jury ·Can accrue, for wl1icl1 compensa
tion will 11ave to be paid', from the 
raisin.g· of the level of the lake. I 

know the country and I r.o.ake this 
statement w.ith abs'olute sincercity. 

MR. KENT-May I ask the Rt. 11on. 
Pri1ne Minister if tl1e company is re
,gLstered in Newfoundland? 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-! 

am not quite sure, but I shall find out 
by next sitting of' tl1e House. 

Mir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Tl1e Chairman from tl1e Committee 

.reported that they had considered 
the matter to them ·referred,had made 
some prog;ress, and asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this report was .received 
and adopted; and it was ordered that 
th~ Committee have leave to s.it agai11 
on to-mo·rrow . 

ELECTION BTLL. 
RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.

In mo·ving the· third reading of this 
bill I would like. to make some obser
vations on the remarks made by tl1e 
11on. member for St. John's. East, M·r. 
Kent, vvhen we were last debatip.g the 
bill. On that occasion my learned 
friend was. replying to certain state
ments made by me as to the duration 
of Parliament. In ref e1rring to the 
Electio11 ... £\..ct, which has been amend
ed, I merely pointed out that the 
ame11dment had no effect on the dur
ation of Parlia.men t. If we tal{e the 
Voters List in September next it will 



I 

ROUS~ OF ASSEMBLY PROCESDINGS. 539 

be of: no use in November 1913 for it 
n1ust be taken within a year of the 
date of the election to be of a.ny use. 
)VIy lerurned friend contended that the 
precedents which I named were not 
in point because, .he sa.id, the dura-
tion o.f Parliament was originally · 

· fixed by tl1e Act 4 William IV Cap. 7. 
which said tl1at P.arliament could not 
exist longer than four years. Before 
that Act the;re wa.s no limit to the 
duration of Parliament, and my 
learned,.., friend had come to· the Hol1se 
with a carefully prepared statement 
of tl1e la'\v and the facts, which, after 
tl1e conclusion of; tl1e ·debate·, he hand
ed over to the· Evening Her:ald f o·r 
publication, aJter carefully writing 
and revising the article, and it was 
published in tl1e I!erald of April 4th, 
I do not blame him for w·riting the 
article, but I cannot think he· wrote 
the heading, wl1ich of course must be 
blamed on the Editor. The hea.din.g 
was:-

''Mr. J. M. Kent .disposes of. the 
·Premier's Prec·edents, shows that they 
are not :rele\rant to· the present case." 
In his statement, Mr. Kent sa.ys,-

' The Premier had ref erred to pre
,, C·edents. He did not think them 
" precedents at all. I~ eacl1 of these 
"cases the I..ieg·islatu.re was: in exist
" ence ·d u:ring the period named· by 
"tl1e Premier, nam.ely from May 7th, 
"1855 to November, 1859, .and fro :m 
c 11-pril 1861 to November 1869, and 
~' they could not be applied to 

I 

'< the present case at all. The law 
' relating to the matter had been 

" changed since then. In this colony 
"tl1e first law bearing· on the dura
" tion of Parliament wa.s passed in 
"1836, . 4 Willia.m IV., Chapter 7. It 
" is an Act in two sections. 

" Sec·tion (1) provides. !for the term 
u of the then extsting legislature 
"which 'it says will by law terminate 

" in 1838.' Tl1e second section reads 
" .as follows: All future Houses of 
"Assembly to have continuance not
': witl1standing tl1e· de·mise of tl1e 
" Crown, fo1r .a period of. four years 
" from the· day on which they shall, 
"by proclamation, be appointed to 
"meet; not to prevent dissolution by 
" the Crown sooner if deemed expe
" dient." 

"Prior to tl1at ·date," Mr. Ke11t 
went on to say, "tl1ere was n·o law 
"bearing on tl1e duration of tl1e Leg
" islature, and by tl1is Act, that is 
" 4 \¥illiam IV., Cap. 7, the House of 
"Assembly was to ha.ve continu-
"ance, notwithstanding the demise 
" of tl1e Crown, if or four years. This 
"re1na.ined la.w until 1872 when a 
" natt1ral chang·e· was made. There 
" was. no ne1g·ative provision in the 
" Act of 1836, an om] ssion which was 

• 

" remedied in 1872. TJ1e1 Act lfeads 
." a.s fallows,-

" The General Assembly shall con
" tinue notwithstanding the demise 
"of Her Majesty, for fo11c ye~A.··s 

" .f1·on1 the day to which they shall, 
"bv Proclamatio11, be appointed to .,. 

" meet, unless sooner dissolved, and 
"no longer. It was in the period 
"betw,een tl1ese two ena.c·tments 
"tl1at tl1e cases referred to yeste::-da»' 
"by tl1e Premier had occurred. 'rh.8 

" words and no longer were 
" added to the Act of 1872, tnd t~1at 

"contin11es the law to-da}T. T~1e la\v . 
'"was not the sa.me in 1859 or 1865, 
((. the elections in v1hich years l.11:-=-:Jl 

"been cited by tl1e P.remier, ,13 it ]s 

"now. Henc·e· p.recedents of tl1at 
" date were riot rele·vant i1ov.r. '' 

lVIy learned f'riend, tl1e·refore, con
tended that it wa.s not till 1872 that 
the words "and no longer" were 

added, and that therefore I was wrong 
in my contention. Now mucl1 .as I 
r,egret having rrepeatedly to differ 
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from him, yet I wisl1 to point out to 
the House that his law is entirely 
astray, absolutely and entirely. I say 
that the amendment to whicl1 he re
ferred was. not made in 1872. It was · 
always the law fron1 1836, and: 11e will 
be surprised to know that he has 
entirely misquoted the Act. Now, 
\Vhat does my hon. friend say to 
tl1at? The ,f.act is he has been entirely 
misled by quoting from an abridge
ment of our laws by the late Attorney 
General Arcl1ibald in 1847, and wl1ich 
omits those word,s. If my Iea:rned 
friend had Ioolred up the o;r,ig~nal law 
of 1836, he would not have placed 
him.self in the position in which he 
finds himself to-day. My hon. friend 
says the word's. "and no longer" were 
added to the Act of 1872, and that 
continues the law to-day, but I say 
that by reference to the statute of 
1836, it will be seen that the wor·ds 

"and no longe:r" wer.e then a part of 
the Act, .and remains .so until the 
present ·d'ay. Now, what is the his
tory of this legislation? On May 8tl1, 
1835, an Act 5, William IV., Cap. 10, 
wa.s passed regulating the duration 
of Parliament, and that provide·d that 
Parliament sl1ould continue for four 
years "and no longer". The record,s 
show that this Act was disallowed, 
but ""'as re-enacted the next yea.r , 
1836, and this Act, the Act of 1836, 
contains tl1e very words that my hon. 
friend says were not in the Act till 
1872. The Act of 1836, wl1icl1 was. an 
·Act of 6 \iVillia.m IV., c 7, was as 
follows:-

Sec 1.-That from henceforth each 
and every House of Assembly which 

, 

shall art any time or times hereafter 
be convened, shall, notwithstanding 
the demise of the Crown, have contin
uance for the period of four years to 
be computed from the day on which 
by Proclamation, such Assembly shall 
first be duly appointed to meet, and 

no longer. 
Section 2.-Provided always ithat 

i1othing herein contained shall extend 
or bo construed to extend to prevent 
His Majesty, his heirs or successors 

' from dissolving any Assembly, should 
he or they deem it expedient so to do. 

Now the Herald contained the 
stateme·nt that thes.e words were first 
added in 1872. That statement was 
also ma.de by Mr. Kent in this HOut:5e 

' a.nd in the Act of ' 1836 he left out the 
words "a.ndl no longer". I have 
brought the orig'inal Act of 1836, as 
w,ell as the-Act of 1835, here with 
me, so tl1at my learned friend may 
ha\re an opportunity o:: perusing the 
same~ and so that .a.nyone tl1at likes 
can see for himself that what I am 
saying· is pe.rf ectly correct. Again. 
my learned friend says that the Act 
of 1836 w-as an Act of 4 William IV., 
bJ_it it ·is not 4 William IV., it is .6 
William IV. I can quite .sympathize 
with my learned friend' on the man
ner in which he 11a.s been misle·d in 
this matter, because Archtbald makes 
the same mistake and says that tl1e 
year 1836 was 4 William IV., whereas 
it shot1ld be 6 Willian1 IV. In furtl1e:
proof of my contention, I have here 
an authority which iny learned friend 
cannot but acknowled1ge, and that is 
"Li,ttle on the Constitution". This 
wa.s written ·in 1855 by the_ late Philip 
Little, at one time Attorney General 
and P 1rime M'inister of the colony, 
and one of the Judge.s of the Supreme 
Court. On page 43 of this standard 
wo,rk, Judg·e Little !states that the law 
dealing· with the duratio11 of the 
House of Assembly is a.s follows:-

"That from henceforth eacl1 and 
every House of Assembly· which shall 
at any time or times hereafter be 
co11vened shall, notwithstanding the 
demise of the c ,rown, have continu~ 

anc-e for the pe,riod of; four years, to 
be computed from the day on which 

• 
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by Procla1natlon such Assembly 
shall be duly P .. p·pointe.d to meet and 
no longer." 

And it will be noticed that the 
words ''"and no· longe,r" are contained 
in this section. Now tl1is shows 
plainly tl1at n1y learned friend1 11as 
been misled. Perl1aps I am antici
pating his a11swer, but I feel tl1at he 
was quoting·, as alrea.dy po in te·d o·u t, 
from a ·dige:st of the law by Archi
bald, wl10 was at one time, Attorney 
General for the colony,and afiter.wards 
Britisl1 Consul at New York, because 
in Archibald's digest on page 187 tl1e 
section dealing· with the dura.tion of 
Pa1rllament is. quoted, and tl1e i111-
portant ~'"ords relied on by Mr. Kent 
"and no longer" are omitted, and on 
tl1e sa.me page the mistake occ.·urs 
of quoting tl1e Act of 1836 as 4 Wil
li,am IV., which is the er.ror into 
wl1ich Mir. Kent has fallen. There is 
no Act dealing with tl1e duration ·of 
Parliament known as 4 \tViiliam IV, 
because the yea.r wl1.icl1 the Act was 

· passed, namely, 1836, would be 6 
\Villiam IV. Archibald1 howeve.r cor
rects the mistake on page 226 of tl1e 
same book, wl1ere he quotes the Act 
as "Duration of Assemblies, 6W'illiam 
IV., Cap. 7, 1836." This. knocks tl1e 
bottom entirely out of the argument 
of my learned friend. It shows eitl1er 
th.at he ·delibera,tely misquoted for 
tl1e purpose of: deceiving or mislead
i11g tl1e House and the public, or that 
he was entirely misinforn1ed of wl1at 
the law re.ally was, and had been 
misled by the abridgment in Arc1hi
bald. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have 
shown that the words "and no longer" 
were part of the original law, but 
e.ven if tbese word.s were not tl1ere 
I would still co11tend successfull-y
before any court, tl1at the word'ing 
of. the statute "For the pPtriod of four 
years from the day on whicl1 by Pro
clamation il1ey shall be appointed to 

meet" must be read as words of 
limitation., and if the words "and no 
long·er" ha.d i1ot been insertedJ in tl1e 
ortg·inal Act, tl1ere would 11a ve been 
no ne.cessitv to place them tl1ere. ,, 

They vvere1 mer e surplusag·e; words 
used by lawyers for charging more-
mo11ey, o:r to make sure tl1at tl1ere 
\vould be i10 t rouble. It would be 
i111possible to· word it any stronger 
tl1an vva.s conveyed by the words as 
c111otedJ by Mr. Kent to limit Parlia
n1ent to four years. N·ow in view of 
wl1at I have said, my lea.rned friend 
in future can g"ive a little more con
sideration to 11is law tl1an he· has in 
tl1e p·resent case; but wl1at is true of 
his law is. also true of his\ facts, and 
I want to show to this House how 
far astray he is in relation to 11is. 
facts. I stated he.re the other day 
tl1a,t after the general election of 
1861, held in April, Parlia.ment met 
tl1e following May. My learned friend 
said that was not so, that it did not 
meet till January 28th, 1862, and on 
that poi11t he rubbed it into me in 
his article in tl1e Evening Herald. 
I-le says, "Tl1at tl1e House elected in 
April 1861 was not summoned to 
meet until January 28th, 1862; that 
it met on tl1at date for tl1e fi.rst time; 
the fou·r years did not commence to 

run until tha.t date; and did not expire 
11ntil January 1866; that the election 
11eld in Ja.nt1ary 1865 was. within the 
four year period; that there was no 
pa.rallel between that case a.nd: tl1e 
present; tl1e members of the House 
were elected i11 April 1861; and 
might be su1nmoned at any time by 
tl1e ·Governor during the · following 
summer or auturnn ,s.l1ould occasion 
re~uire it." But wl1at will the House 
thi11k of my hon. friend's facts a.nd 
law, when it is shown that he is en· 
tirely a.stray, that it is not correct 

that the, House elected in April 1861 
was not sumn1oned to mee.t un~il Jan., • 
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28th, 1862. As a matter of fact, that 
was the date of the meeting for t11e 
second session. I have brol1ght with 
me the o:riginal jour11al in wl1icl1 the 
Procla.mation of Governor Bannerman 
appea.Ts, dated :tl1e 7th l\!farcl1, 1861, 
dissolving tl1e Leg'islature; and on 
tl1e 6th April, 1861, a P:roclamation 
for tl1e election for tl1e 26th Ap·ril of 

that year; and tl1e Proclamation 
dafecl the 3rcl May calling the Legis
lature together for tl1e 13tl1 lVIa.y for 
the d:espatch of business. The Legis
la.tu1re met on the 13tl1 May, 1861, 
a.nd sa.t until June 26tl1. That was 
tl1e first session o:= the 8th General 
Assembly, 1861. My learned friend l1as 
quoted from the secortd session which 
opened on January 28tl1, 1862. Now 
tl1at establist1es my position clearly. 
On two o:r three occasions I have 
pointed out in tl1e House the various 
in.stances in \vl1icl1 spring eleictions 
ha,d1 been 11eld, and in whicl1 no elec
tions had taken place for 41h years 
after the 11olding· of the Gene:ra1 
election, \vltl1 the result tl1at there 
11ad been no Parlia.ment in any ofi 
tl1e cases, for six inonths. I l1ave al

ready pointed out the cases and it 
is not necessary for me to do a.nything 
furtl1e·,,n 110\V except quote. them again 
in deta~l. 

'l.,l1e first wa.s tl1e case of May 9th, 
1837; the next, May 7tl1, 1855; .and 
tl1e otl1er, lVIa.y· 2nd, 1861. 

Tl1e General Election in 1837 was 
11eld on May 9th. The 1st session 
2nd General Assembly met on Wed
nesda.y, July 13, 1837; 2nd session 
2nd General Assembly met Wednes
day, June 20, 1838; 3rd' session 2nd , 

General Assembly met on Monda.y, 
Aug·. 20, 1838; 4tl1 session 2nd Ge11-

era1 Assembly met on Monday, May 
17, 1839; 5th session 2nd General 
Assembl:v met o~ Friday, Jan. 31, 
1840; 6tl1 session 2nd General AssGm
bly met 011 Saturday, Jan. 2, 1841. 

On April 26th, the House closed by 
Proclamation. · 

Tl1e·re was no ·General Election held 
in the years 1841 or 1842 for the 
reason tl1at tl1e co·nstitution was sus
pended, and no Parliament wa.s 11eld 
until tl1e year 1843 when it was held 
under an Imperial Act. 

In the year 1855 tl1e General Elec
tion was l1eld 011 May 7tl1. 'fhe, 1st 
session 6th General Asse1nbly met on 
Tuesda.y, May, 22, 1855 ~ 2nd session 
6th General Assembly met on Tues
day, Ja11. 15, 1856; 3rd session 6th 
General Assembly met on Thur.sday, 
Jan. 29, 1857; 4tl1 session 6th General 
Ass.embly met on Tl1ursday, Jan. 28, 
1858; 5th session 6tl1 General Assem
bly met on Thursday,Jan. 27, 1859. On 
April 19th, 1859, the L.egislature was 
prorogued. The dissolution took place 
on May 22nd, and on November 7th, 
1859, the ·General Election was held. 

In tl1e case of the year 1861 the 
General Election was held on the 2nd 
Ma.y. Tl1e 1st session 8th General 
Assembly met on Monday, May 13, 
1861: 2nd session 8th General Assem
bly met on Tuesday, Jan. 28, 1862; 
3rd session 8th . General Assembly met 
on Wednesda.y, Jan. 28, 1863; 4th 
session 8th General Assembly n1et on 
Thursday, Jan. 28, 1864; 5th session 
8tl1 General Assembly met on Friday, 
Jan. 27, 1865. 

On April 7tl1, 1865, tl1e House was 
p·r·orogued till May 1st. On lVfay 211d, 
1865, Proclamatio11 of Dissolution; 
and on November 11th, 1865, tl1e Gen
eral Election was 11eld . 

It is quite clear from tl1ese records 
that six. montl1s elapsed betwee11 tl1e 
time of tl1e dissolution of Parliament, 
a.nd the date of tl1e holding of the 
General Election. 

Mv learned friend has also referred 
"' 

i11 this now celebrated article of tl1e 
Herald,' to certain precedents whicl1 
have occurred i11 ·rece·nt times, viz., 
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in 1897, when the L,eg'islature was 
dissolved in September; in 1900, and 
in 1904, but he has. conveniently 
winl{ed out of sigl1t the other p1rece
dents , ag·ai'nst 11is case, whicl1 I quoted 
11ere in tl1e House during tl1e present 
session, and which have not been 
answe1..,ed, and which are: -

In 1869 Parliament was dissolved 
on June 29th· the General Electio11 

' 
took place on November 8tl1. 

In 1873 Parliament was ·dissol·ved 
on June 17th, and the.' General Elec
tion was held on N ovemoer 3rd. 

In 1878 Parliament was dissolved 
on June 25tl1, and the General Elec
tion took place in the following 
Novemb.er. 

In 1882 Parliament was dissolved on 
the 22nd July; in 1888 the ·dissolu
tio11 took place on the 1st July, a.nd 
in 1889 on . the 2nd July, and in each 
of; _these )rears the election was not 
11eld until Novembe.r. 

It simply. _.means tl1at :duri11g all 
these years there was no Parlian1ent 
between the date of the dissolution, 
generally between June and July, a.nd . 
the -following November or December 
when the General Election was 11eld, 
and whicl1, togetl1er witl1 the quota, 
ti'ons ·given fo·r the yea.rs 1837, 1855 
and 1861 completely establi.sl1ed tl1is 
position, namely, that it is perfectly 
con$tituti.onal for a period of six 
months to exist without any Parlia
ment. 

It ·occurred in 1859 when the Par
liament was prorogued on Ap.rif 19th, 
dissolved on May 22nd, ·and· tl1e Gen
eral Election was · held on November 
7th after six months had elapsed; in . 
1861 tl1e dissoluti9n took place on 
May 2nd, and· tl1e General Election 
on November lltl1. In the . case under 
consideration we sl1all only have a 
period of .fjve months. 

And therefore our case is very mucl1 
strong·er in that Parliament -vvill ex-

• 

ist, and will not be dissolved until af
ter the 1st of June. 

MR. KENT-lVIr. Speaker, just one 
or two wor·d·s by way of · explan,ation. 
I 11ave no reason to ·dispute· 
the statement made by the 
Prime Minister a.s to tl1e Act of 1836, 
and I have to say that when looking 
tl1is matter up tl1e other day, I 11ad 
recourse to A_rchibald's Digest, which 
is recog·nized as ~n authority 
an1ongst the profe·ssion, as a book of 
reference as to what tl1e law had 
been. I did not thi'nk it really neces
sary to re.fer from Ar1chibald back to 
the orig·inal Act. I find now tl1at by 
not doin,g ·SO, I was led into ma.king 
a mistake. I do not wisl1 to take a 
·position :in this House whi.ch I think 
mig·ht b,e misinterpreted, but when an 
11onest mistake is made, I am pr_e
_pared to admit it. Now, as regards 
th·e hold·ing of the General 
Election in the· fall of 1913. 

I do not think, Sir, that this question 
is at all aff ecte.d, those precedents do 
noit in any way affect tl1e main argu
ment, postponing the taking of tl1e 
voter's. list, until such time a.s a gen
eral election is held. As I pointed out 
before wl1en the Bill came be~o·re the 
Committee, it prevents the 11olding of 
an election until 1913. The Legisla
ture closes now, and consequently , no 
election ca.n be held during the p·res
ent surn.mer. It practically ties the 
Governor's hands, as to wl1etl1er an el
ection will be 11eld between now and 
the fall of 1913. 

Now as to the Journal ofi 1861. I 
find that tl1e elections in tl1at yea.r 
were 11eld in April, and the House 
was dissol1red in March 1865. I had 
sea;rched the records and could not 

f:ind any record of any session be-
tween April and tl1e following· Janu
ary. It appears now tl1at there was 
a session held sl1ortly after the Gen-
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eral election. Tl1at of course would 
be a stronger argument, and instea.d 
of bring'i11g tl1e tin1e within tl1e 
four years, would extend tl1e period 
from May in 1861, until tl1e elections 
in Nov. 1865, a pe:riod oJ over 4 
years. I sa'id, Sir, I was no·t a ware 
whetl1e·r a session was 11eld tl1e year 
of the election, until the Journal was 
introduced l1ere this afternoon, but, 
even, Str, I want to sta.te that these 
facts in no way effect tl1e main ob--
jections \vhich "\Vere raised to this 
.... t\..ct. The precedents wh'ich ~Tere 

quoted by the Prime Minister do not 
in any way affect 'it. The list of\ voters 
could 11a ve been taken in the or·dinary 
way, taken during tl1e com.ing sum-
mer , and tl1e elections held .in the 
ord'inary course of even ts in N ovem
ber next. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER-I do 
not tl1ink tha.t my learned f·ri1end was 
' :-ery happy in 11is remarks. Archiba.ld 
may lJe an authority up to 1847, but 
no one g·oes to him for tl1e law a.fter 
that time, especially for amendments 
to the Statute law. It may be an au
tl1ority fron1 an antiquair.ia.n's stand
point, but a n1an to come into tl1is 
Hous~, and raise a question of law, 
and tl1en consider it of suffi-cient im
portance to publish it in the Press, 
ought to look for his authorities 
somewhere else. Tl1en my f.riend also 
took exception to my statement of 

tl1e elections in 1861. H·e says tl1at 
tl1is is no way affects the inain 
agreement. But 11e considered it of 

sufficient importa11ce to 11ave his re
marks on it published. But my learn
ed friend has now found that it wa.s 
lie tha.t was wrong·, and that I "\-Va.s 
rigl1t. 

The bill was thereupon read a tl1ird 
time and passed; and it was ordered 

that it be engrossed, being· entitled 
as abo·ve, and that it be sent to the 

Le.gislative Council witl1 a message r ·e
questing tl1e concurrence of tl1at body 
in .its pro'\risions. 

It was moved and seconded tl1a.t 
wl1en tl1e House rises it adjot1rn until 
to-morrow, v'lednesday, Ap·ril 10th at 
tl1ree of the clock in tl1e after11oon. 

The House 1then adjourned accord
ing·Iy. 

WEDNESDAY, April 10th, 1912. 
Tl1e House n1et at three of the 

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournmen_t . 

PETITIONS. 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

-Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a 
petition from the inhabitants of Soutl1 
River in the District of Port de 
Grave, asking for a grant of $50 for 
the co11struction of a public well at 
South River. The i1nportance of such 
a rnatter is evident in 
public health and I hope 
ment will be able to give 

MR. KENNEDY.-Mr. 

relation to 
the Govern
it attention. 
Speaker, I 

beg to present a petition from a num
ber of farmers of the West E11d. It 
appears that tl1e river up there rises 
in the spring and overflows, and very 
ofter rtears llP the Bay Bulls Road and 
makes it dangerous for horses. These 
people are industrious a11d deserving. 
They ask for $200 to deepen and wid
en the river so as to prevent this over
flo'\v, and no'\v that the Government 
are devoting attention to agriculture 
I hope they \Vill give them attention. 

RT. HON THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the 
petition pre£ented by my colleague. I 
know the locality and it is really a. 
deserving case. I hope that when we 
are making our District allocations 
we 1nay be able to do something for 
it. • 

MR. WHITEWAY.-Mr. Speaker, I 
beg to present a petition from a num
ber of the inhabitants of Old Perli
can on the subject of Sunday observ
ance at the sealfishery and in connec 

• 
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tion \Vith the coastal service. This 
petition represents practically the 
vvhole electorate of Old Perlican. 
There are no two opinions on this 
iinportant question, and I an1 sorry 
tJ1at n1y colleague is i1ot here this af
ternoo11, as I a1n sure he "\vould have 
s11p1)orted me. I had 11oped that tl1e 
inany petitions on this subject this 
year would 11a--ve brought forth some
thing in the sha1)e of a bill; however, 
from sealers retur11ed from this year's 
fisl1ery I learn that thougl1 on board 
one of the largest ships, '''ith 270 men, 
wl1ere every inducement was held out 
to the rne11 to work on Sunday, only 
about 20 or 25 'flere found to do so. I 
11ope that this petitio11 will receive 
the consideration it merits. 

QUESTIONS. 
rv'l R. CLIFT asl{ed the Mi11ister of 

Tviari11e and Fisheries to lay on the 
table cf tl1e House a detailed state
ment of tl1e expenditure of all monies 
allocated during tl1e )rears 1910 and 
1911 to tl1e Road Board at Burnt 
I-lead, in the Electoral District of 
Port de Grave, for rthe co11struction or 
repair of the public 'vharf or landing 
place at that place. 

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND 
FISH ERi ES.-A staten1ent • 

lS being 
prepared. · 

MR. CL I FT asked the Hon. ~Iinis

ter Agriculture and Mines to lay on 
tl10 table ·of tl1e Hol1se copies of the 
follo\-ving: (1) 1\1inute of Council "''"ith 
date t1nder which a license to ct1t 
tin1ber on certain areas of land situ
ate on Terra Nova River and inland 
from Alexander Bay, held by one Sib
thorpe, was cancelled; (2) Applica
tion of one B. McGrath for said areas; 
( 3) Letter forwarding said applica
tion for consideration of the Govern-
1ne11t; ( 4) l\'linute of Council made in 
relation to same; and ( 5) All cor
respondence whicl1 l1as taken place 
since 1st Dec., 1911, and the present 
date, bet\\reen the l\1inister a11d th6 
said applican.t or any other appli-

cants in relation to said areas. 
HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 

AND MINES.-The statement is being 
prepared. 

MR. CLI FT.-lVIay I ask the hon. 
member if the Minute of Council will 
be ft1rnished. 

HON. MiNISTER AGRICULTURE 
' 

AND MINES.-I do not think so. 
MR. KENT asked the · Hon. the 

Prime Minister to lay on the table of 
the I-louse copies of all correspond
ence between the Government or any 
office or de11artn1ent tl1ereof in rela
tion to the negotiations for and the 
e:x:ecution of tl1e agreement bet\veen 
the Government and the American 
Newfoundland Pulp and Lumber Com
pany now before t11is House, also of 
a memorand u1n and new articles of 
Associatio11 of said Company. 

RT. HON PRIME MINISTER.-I 
beg to table the matters asked for. As 
regards tl1e latter part of the ques
tion, tl1e Company is not incorporated 
in tl1is Colony, and I have not a copy 
of the Memorandum and Articles. 

MUNICIP .i\_L BILL. 
Second Reading of Council's am

endment to Municipal Bill. 
RT. H·ON PRIME MINISTER.-Mr. 

Spea.ker, in moving tl1e ad.option of 
the Bill I might say rthat it is merely 
a very si1nple amendment to allow 
the public to obtain any information 
that may be on file in the Council's 
office. The bill that went up to rthe 
Legislative Council vvas inerely to 
autl10rize the Council to take and hold 
the property presented by t11e Bowring 
firm as a park. This other seotion is 
an addition made by the Upper House. 
I am not aware that the Council have 
any records at present but the titles · 
to their own offices, but it may be 
that from time to time documents may 
be filed there. I see no possible ob
jection to that section. 

The amendment was thereupon read 
a seco11d tin1e and conct1rred in; and 
it was ordered tl1at a message be 
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se11t to tl1e Legislative Cou11cil ac
q t1ain ti11g tl1at lJody tl1at tl1e I-Iot1se 
of .L~ssembly 11ad IJassed tl1e a111enc1-
1nent . 
1\ PPROPRl1\_TlON O:B~ LANDS BII .. ~. 

S ec0:ud Readi11g· of (;ou11cil's a111-
e11dments to ap1)ro1)riatio11 of L.1a11ds 
B ill . 

HON. Mi N ISl'ER OF J USTiCE.
L\1r S peal{er, tl1 e a1:r1e11c1111e11t i11adc~ 

by tl1e CJ01111cil i11 tl1is bill is i11 tl1e 
clause \Vit11 regard to a,rbitratio11. r-1·11e 

Bill 11rovided that tl1e parties shall 
a1>point t\,~o arbitrators a11d tl1e third 
shall be tl1 e ~\1 i11ister of 1\grict1lture 
ancl ~\1lines. Tl1e Cou11cil suggest add
ing ''or so1ne })erso11 appoi11ted t111-
der l1is 11ec:td," and I see 110 possible 
o bjectio11 to ;tl1is. 

Tl1e amendinent \\ra_s tl1e~·eu1Jo11 rec1c1 . ~ 

C:l seconc1 ti11}e a11cl co11cl1rrecl in: a11d 
it '\vas ordered tl1at a n1essage be s911t 
to tl1e Lg·islati·ve Cot1ncil acc1uainting· 
that body tl1at tl1e Hol1se of Assen1b-
J ~Y 11ad l)assed tl1e a1ne11d111e11t \\ritl1-
ou t a111e11d111ent. 
PULP AND P ... i\.PJ1JR RESOT ... l J1.,IONS. 

Purs11ant to order a11d 011 i11otio11 o E 
· Rt Ho11. tl1e Pri111e J\'ii11ister, the 

HOllSe resolvetl itself into c;o111n1i t
tee of the \\r11ole 011 tl1e Deer J_..ake 
Pt1lp a11d Paper I11dl1str~y· Resolutio11s. 

.J.Vlr. Speal{er left tl1e (;l1air. 
~\'lr. Parso11s tool~ tl1e Cl1air of Con1-

111ittee. 
MR. CLI FT.-1\!Jr. Cl1airn1a11, I do11't 

wa11t t<) off er any re1narl\:s i11 opposi
t ion to tl1e co11tract \Vl1ich 11as been 
e11tered into, but I tl1i11l{ tl1at \\7 e 011gJ1t . ~ 

to 11a-v·e sor'1e defj11ite leg·islatio1i. upc11 
011r statute books to coT1er tl1ese prop
ositions, ·no·\'v tl1at 've 11ave so111e in
for111atio11 a11c1 soi11e 1c11ovvledr,·e as to 
\Vl1at is ger1eraJls· reqt1ired b~f co111-

pa11ies co111i11g hore for thG pl1rpose 
of establisl1i11g· th2se inclustries, a11d 

' 

let tl1c same la \V a11d ti1e 2a111e p~~in-

ciples appl~y to eacl1. I11 tl1e ca,se of 
the .l~Jbert Jn. Rr~ed (~o., tl1e)r ca111e ai1d 
e8ta,1Jlis11ed tl1eir 'i'/Orks \Tvithol1t tl1e 
11-:-'(; ess i lS' 0 r <:111)' s 1)8C ial 1\. ct C)f ·Par-

lia111ent. '"fhey h ave exen1ption fro1n 
duty llpon n~achinery, just as this 
Co1n1)a.r1y l1a s, and as the Harms
\vortl1s l1a ~.f e? but they have no special 
stat11tory rights ot l1er 1than those con
tained i11 tl"2.eir licenses. I tl1ink it 
.,,7\rould be advisable , 11C·\ V t hat there is 
~l1e i)rospect of otl1er c o111panies com
ir1g· for the p urpose o·f est ablishing 
tl1ese l)Ulp a11d paper mills, to pass 
so111e g·e11eral leg·islation vvhich would 
enable tl1ose compa11ies to l{now ex
actly 'vl1at t h e law was a11d wl1at the 
tern1s and conditions vvere under 
\Vhich they could come in and oper
ate. It inig·l1t have the effect-·-and I 
thinl\: that ,~,rould be the desire of all
of facilitati11g these co1npanies i11 es
ta blisl1i11g· tl1eir inills. I ca11 quite un
derstand that in deali11g \vith these 
~natters tl1e Government and this . 
J-Iot1se is .. to a very great extent, in 
tl1e dark, tl1at is t o say, we do not 
l{llO\V exactl~y \\~hat \Ve are dealing 
·\vith. .1-\. Con11)any or an individual 
ucc1uires a lice11se t o cut ti111ber over 
a certai11 area of la11d. vVhetl1er tl1at 
ti111 ber be for l 111n berin g purposes or 
for tl1e purpose of b eing· converted_ into 
pt1lp or paper it i11atters not; but the 
Gover11n1ent approves a 11 application 
to a11 indi1.ridual or a company to cut 
tt1111Jer 01rer an area of land, and at 
tl1e it ·1ne tl1e Governn1ent has no 
l{llC'.Yledge ·Or i11for1nation as to wheth
er or i1ct thero is any tin1ber upon 
t11at la11cl. .f\11fl the san1e t hing a1)
plies to \\Tater po\vers . T l1ere is no 
i11for1T!ation 011 1ile in a11y of the De
partn1en ts as to our v arious vvater 
pov"'{ers; and it is \Ter y unsatisfactory, 
I sl1ol1ltl i111agi~e, loolcin g· a t it fron1 
a Govern111e11t sta 11d point, to be deal-

i11g· i11 tl1ese 111at ters a11d gra11ting 
tl1ese lice11ses and concessions with
o~t l{llOYving· exactly what V\~ e are 
granting. I don't sa y it is the fault 
of the IJresent er any other adminis
tratinn, but it seems to n1e to be a 
n1isfcrtune t11at t he Gover11ment is 
i1ot ii1 possession of i11ore infor1nation 

• 
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with regard to its timber resources 
and its water powers. I am aware 
that in order to make such a survey 
as would give all the information re
quited, a very large sum of money 
vv,.ould be required; but I would be 
inclined, from n1y limiited knowledge 
in these matters, to withhold to some 
extent tl1ese · licenses until some inore 
definite information could be obtain
ed. A person obtains a license from 
the Cro"'\ovn to cu~- timber over a cer
tain area of land. He takes that li
cense abroad and places it before cap
italists in so1ne other country, and the 
inference is that on that land rthere is 
timber to be cut, and that tl1e Gov
ernment would not grant a license to 
cut timber over land t1nless the land 
was \Vell timbered. We l{IlO\V of cases 
where licenses have been isst1ed to 
cut timber over land on which there 
was very little timber; and for that 
reason I tl1ink it would be advisable 
if the Govern1nent could, in rthe near 
future, have son1e report made upon 
our timber resources. I am aware 
that at the present moment nearly 
every inch of timber land in this Col
ony and on the Labrador is held un
der license by somebody; and prob
ably now that ithe licenses have been 
issued it is too late to acquire the in
for1nation tl1at 've ought to have; but 
I thinl{ it is a great pity that \Ve should 
have to deal with these 1natters with
out that information. No"r, we are 
asked here rto pass resolutions "\Vhich 
"\-Vill enable the Company getting these 
co11cessions to raise tl1e level of Deer 

Lake by so1ne fifteen feet above high
water n1ark. I suppose the difference 
between 11igh a11d low \.vater mark in 
that lake is somewl1ere bet'\veen eigl1t 
and ten feet-I am only supposing 
tl1at, as I 11a ve no information to go 
on and I don't know where to look for 
a11y informatio11 on the subject; but 
\Ve ''rill say for argun1ent sake that it 
is ten feet. Tl1at would mean the 
raising of that Lal{e t""-enty-five feet 

above low water mark. What the ef
fect of raising that Lake fifteen feet 
above high-water mark is going to be, 
of course I cannot say; and I am only 
asked to approve of these resolutio11s 
a11d give tl1e Company povver to raise 
tl1at water upon the asst1rar1ce tl1at 
they ~·ill compensate any parties, 
whether it be the Crown er the indi
vidual, for any da111age tl1at may be 
sustained. vVell, that is alrigl1t, but I 
have no kno\.vledge of the area that 
will be covered by water when that 
Lake is raised fifteen feet. We have 
tl1e reverts of lVIr. Howley and Mr. 
Baile~r, and, as the Rt. Hon. tl1e Prem
ier said yesterday, that is the best in
formation that can be obtai11ed. I 
quite agree with 11im that these gen
tlemen are probably the only t'vo per
sons in the country wl10 are able to 
give any information at all, but the 
information / that they have given is 
not satisfactory. It is tl1e best they 
can give, I grant yot1, but iit is not 
sufficiently satisfactory to enable one 
to make up his 1nind as to the extent 
of territory tl1at is going to be cover
ed by water wl1en this level is raised 
fifteen feet. These remarks do not 
apply so much to Grand Lake, because 
Grand Lake will not be raised much, if 
at all, above its normal height in flood 
tide, and we know, then, that the area 
to be flooded by Grand Lake will not 
be very great, but the area to be 
flooded by Deer Lake will be very con
siderable indeed. Possibly the Com
pany's deposit of $250,000 may be able 
to satisfy those "\vl10 'vill claim dam
ages. Of course, on the other hand, 
if rtl1at amount is not sufficient to sat
isfy the clain1s, then it is only na-tural 
to st1ppose that tl1e Co1npany will pay 
the full compe11sation, or they will 

cease to go on with their operation~, 
a.nd the \vater will naturally fall back 
and no injury to any great extent will 
accrue. I say, Sir, tl1at it is a great 
pity that we are not in possession of · 
more inforn1ation. I quite recognize 
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tl1e difficulty i11 getti11g it, arid k11ow 
tha,t it 'vo·uld -cost a very considerable 
sum of i11oney . to i11ake tl1e st1rveys 
necessary in order to furnish us vvith 
tl1e desired infor111ation. \\Te ha 1,re i10 

i11for1nation either as to tl1e exter1t of 
tl1e proposed operation. The amo11nt 
of territory covered, I thi11k, from a 
cursory g·la11ce, is about 399 n1iles. 
That is tl1e amot1nt of the area tal{en 
in by tl1e three grants or licenses tl1at 
have bee11 issued, and "\Vhich 11ave 
been acquired by tl1e Co111pany; but 
no infor1nation 11as bee11 afforded· us 
as to the extent of ·tl1e IJro1)osed op
erations; -v·vl1ere the r:..J.ill vvill be sit-
11ated; exactly \Vl1ere the po\ver \.Vill 
be generated; <;t11d \Vl1ere tl1eir ship
ping port will be. I assun1e tl1e sl1ip-

. ' 

lJing port v.rill be on the Hu1nber Arin. 
Probably tl1e Pre111ier wot1ld be good 
e11ougl1 to enlighte11 us upon those 
points. I have no further re1na.rks to 
offer in criticism of tl1is measure, a11d 
cc:1n onl3r express tl1e 11ope tl1at if tl1e 
Co111pa11y does accon1plisl1 its object 
a11d establisl1 its vvater po\ver and 
mills, tl1at its operations vvill be suc
cessful, and that it vvill tend to the 
g·ood of tl1e Colony, as other similar 
operations 11a ve done. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
- lVfr. Cl1ajrn1an, -Yvitl1 a great deal of 
"\vl1at the 11011. gentle1nan stn,ted, I e11-
tirel'j~ concl1r. I regret, ·v;ith hin1, that 
''Te are i1ot in a position, ,,·hen deal
i11g· \Vitl1 tl1ese large operations, to 
bri11g in for tl1e infor111ation of - the 
Ho11se sucl1 exact detailed inforn1a
tion as \Ve oug·ht to ha1re. The very 
case that \Ve are 110\\.' co11sidering fur-
11isl1es us vvitl1 a good ill11stration of 
tl1at. 'f'o acquire tl1at infcr1nation 
i11ig'l1t cost $100,000, or it i11igl1t cost 
$200,000. No engineer of rep11te would 
con1mit himself to any definite opinion 
by g·oing· a11c1 lool{ing at it. In fact, 
Sli.Cl1 an opinion '\vould be of no value; 
a11d if 11e ,-vent out and n1ade a de
tailed st1rvey of 120· miles around that 
Lake, and abot1t sixty miles arounc1 

tl1e Islar1cl i11 tl1e Lake, a11d ... did the 
sa111e \'Vitl1 Deer Lal~e and tl1e coun
try arou11d tl1ere, it \Vould i)robably 
take four or five years; and after 
111aking t11at expenditure, · nothing 
i11ight come of it, because we 11ave 
had sad experience of r1ow many of 
these undertaki11g·s never co1ne to 
anything at all. 'I'l1e g:i:eat difficulty 
is to induce capitalists 1to come in and 
invest their inoney, and in some 
cases the expenditure is very large 
and the rett1rns doubtful. · \Ve have 
got one case that ~·e k11ovv so1ne
tl1ing of-the Harmsv·vortl1s. · Tl1ey 
s1)ent, it is reported, abot1t $8,000,000 
before they got a dollar ot1t of it. ·The 
people \Ve are no-vv dealing· \vitl1 l1ave 
to undertake· a very larg·e expendi
t1.Ire to malre a "-'ater po\ver. rrhe 
Harn1svvortl1s 11ad their ·\'vater povver, 
and . it -vvas only a c1uestion of 11arness
ing it. ---~.11 the~y J1acl to do v-vas to Pllt 
across tl1eir· da111. Tl1ese people 11ave 
got to inal{e an artificial water l)Ovver, 
a11d tl1at is \Vl1ere t11e trouble comes 
i11. N ovv, \vl1en I \Vas speal{ing. on 
tl1is i11atter yesterday I pointed out, 
i11 reply to tl1e hon. i11e111 ber -for St. 
.Joh11's East (l\'1r. I(ent), tl1at it vvould 
be very diffict1lt to fran1e a n.1easure 
dealing ,-vitl1 this qi.1estiop. of tl1e er
ection of pulp ·111ills that \VOt1ld cover 
e1rery case. I submit the san1e for 
the consi·deration of the hon. n1ember 
for Tvvillingate wl10 11as j11st sat 
dov,rn (l\1r. Clift}. I a111 ql1ite satisfi
ed tl1at fro111 his acquainta11ce ·y\·itl1 
this \\·~~1ole inatter, havi11g bee11 at tl1e 

11ead of the Depar.tment for a i111111ber 
of years, 11e \Vill readily· see 110\v dif
fic11lt it \Vould be to mal{e a11~y 11.xed 
law t11at -vvould cover every particl1lar 
case, because nearly every pulp prop
ositio11 in tl1e cour.ttry is of a differ
ent l\:ind. Tal{e t11e case of tl1e Albert 
E. Reed Co. It was sin1plicity itself. 
1"11e}r sin1ply ca1ne in and bougl1t tl1e 
la11d ; tl1·e '.vater power vvas tl1ere, a11d 

all they had to do \Vas to 11lrt across 
a dam. The)T 11acl the sftr11e co11ces-



sions as reg·ards i1nportation as we 
are g·f""vi11g· here. As I lJOinted out, yes
terclay, . tl1e . present cornpany are 
merely asking for the right to create 
an artificial vvater pov1er. I agree 
with my learned friend, the hon. 
m·en1ber for Twilli11gate, that it woul<..1 
be of very great value to us if we 
11ad definite information in relation to 
all these n1atters. There inay be 
1.vater po\vers in this country t11at \Ve 
lrnow nothing about-absolt1tely noth
ir1g·. rralce the case of tl1e water
powe·r of a number of lal\:es tl1at form-
ed the river rl111r1ing dovvn into Petty 
Harbor. No 011e lr11e\v it was of a11y 

value until the Reid-Ne\vfot1ndla11d , 

Co. decided upo11 establisl1ing an elec-
tric light plant a11d street car ser
vice, and the11 they built their dam 
and their fiun1e, and nov1 t11ey 11ave 
got a very . good \Vater power ge11er
ating sometl1i11g like three or fot1r 
tl1ousand horse-power. If we kne\\r 
of all these possible water po\\rers
not alo11e the natt1ral ones but tl1ose 
tl1at migl1t be created by the locking · 
l!JJ of lakes a.nd -the buildi1~g of da111s 
--it would be of very great value in
deed to tl1e House in dealing with 
legislation of this sort; but, as was 
pointed ·out by my hon. friend 011 the 
other side of the House, to · get th3't 
information would mean very great 
oxpense, expense tl1at we cot1ld be 
11arclly justified i11 entering upon. In 
Canada tl1e3r are only 110\V beg·inning 
to do what 11as bee11 sugges-ted by Mr. 
Clift. During the last two or three 
y~ears they 11a ve a.ppoin ted- a Co1n1ni t
tee of Conservation there. 1\. si111ilar 
Committee exists in 1tl1e United States, 
a1)pointed b}r . tl1e1 ·President tl1ree or 
four years ago. . It is a board vvl1ich 
is intended to conserve and really look 
after ·the resources of the country
minerals, vvater povrers, in fact ev
eryitl1ing that can be l1tilized in any 
way as an industry in the country or 
a possible power to develop tl1se in· 
dustries. Y.Ve ought to kno\v here to· • 
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day ho\v rnany \vater-powers tl1ere 
are in Newfoundland. vVe are re· 
peatedly asked for information co11-

cerning· then1, and are. unable to su1)
ply tJ1e inforn1atio11. · vVe don't lrnO\V 

tl1eir value; we don't even kno\v that 
t11ey exist; vve don't l{now tl1e purposes 
for \Vhich parties a.sl\: for tl1e111. .l1. 

1nan g·oes do\vn to tl1e Gazette Office 
and inserts a i1oitice in the Gazette of 
11is intention to apply for a certain 
\·vater po-vver to drive n1acl1inery; 
then puts in l1is applicatio11 to the 
Gove.1."nor ii1 Council and obtains tl1e 
rigl1t . at1toma1tically. rI'here is noth
ing in tl10 lavv -vvl1icl1 st1g·gests th~t lie 
sl1ou,,ld be refused, unless there is a 
v~ery goocl reaso11 for refusi11g· or tln
less tl1ere is a protest e11tered. The 
same tl1i:;.1g applies in 1·elation to tin1-
ber. Day after day applications are 
inade for ti1nber, as the hon. n1ember 
lcno\vs, and as everybody vvho 11as 
been in the Gover11111ent for a i1un1-
ber of years lr11ows. Applications are 
n1ade for timber rigl1ts on land on 
¥vhicl1 there is not even a wl1•)rt bush, 
and macle by people vvho have never 
seen the land. Thousands upon tl1ot1s
ands of n1iles are applied for, . upon 
which there is not a solitary bush. 
Tl1e Governn1ent have no means of 
kno\ving whether or not tl1ere is a:iy 
tin1 ber on the land for \vhich applica
tions are made. 'fl1ere 11a\re· never 
been any surveys, and in order to have 
a surv~ey of any valt1e made, you 
V{OUld want a con1plete staff and a 
complete department. It vvould be of 
no use to appoint a pe:rson to go out 
and merely make a ct1rsory exami11a
tion. Yot1 would want to have a topo
graphical survey, because if you hacl 
st1rv.eys, .it -vvot1ld ine-an that, to a 
certai11 extent, purcl1asers vvould 
have a guarantee; and if \Ve approved 
of an application for a certain pro-.. 
perty and it afterwards tur11ed out 
that there \Vas no timber there, the 
parties n1igl1t 11ave a clai1n-11ot a le
gal clai111, b11t a: moral one. Now, of 

• 
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eourse, havin~ no su.rvey,s and no in
formation, the Government does not 
give any guarantee. In Canada, they 
are in exactly the same position. Our 
Cro,vn La11ds i\.ct, it will be remem
bered, when it 'vas originally intro
d ucecl over 25 years ago, was almost 
a verbatim copy, I think, of the Can
adian Act. vVe have, of course, 
amended it since in many respects, 
but I think that thait portion of it 
dealing \vitl1 applications ·for Cro,vn 
Lands, licenses and grants, and also 
that portion dealing with nlineral 
lands V\rere, if I ren1ember rightly, al
most ve;:batim copies of the Canadian 
la\v. Tl1at is n1y recollection, and I 
think it will be found that the forms 
adopted by the Department are prac
tically copies of t11e Canadian forms. 
I would lil{e to be able to give more 
information, bt1t all the information 
tl1at I am in a position to give has 
been given. I hope the venture will 
prove to be a successful one, for a 
very heavy expenditure will be n1ade 
by tl1ese people, and if it is not made 
they will be unable to g·o on. Mr. 
Hardy, tl12 engi11oer employed, as will 
be seen by the docume11ts, is the man 
"\Vho built the Harmsworth and Reed 
dams. He is the great autl1ority on 
this work in the United States, and 
is known rto the House a~ a man of 
very high rept1tation. He has inves
tigated the locality, and he has re
ported that the only \vay in wl1ich the 
11ecessary \vater power is to be obtain
ed is by creating it. He also goes in
to the matter of tl1e damage that wi:l 
be done on the southside of Deer 
Lake,and eve·ry possible safeguard will 
be made to protect adjoining prop
erty. Jf the rail\vay line or lands are 
affected, compensation will be paid 
by the Company. lVlI". Hall says that 
it may be that tl1e track \Vill have to 
be raiseci or re1noved, but in either 
event the expense will have to be 
borne by tl1e new Company. When 
they get to werk they will ite-e what 

\Vill be necessary to a void a wash"'{)U1t, 
and will then be in a position to make 
the proper arrangements. I an1 not 
in a position to saJr where the mills 
vvill be erected, but I presume that 
they will be at rthe bottom of Deer 
Lake, as that seems to be the most 
likely spot. 

MR. CLI FT.-1 want to ask, in re
ference to the giving of title under 
section 7, if it is rthe intention of the 
Government to undertake to give the 
Company fi-v~e thousand acres in fee 
simple, reserving minerals only, for 
mills and other facilities? 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
This provision is the same as in the 
I-Iarn1s \Vorth Contract, except tthat the 
Harms\.vorth Company recetv·ed 10,000 
acres. Another change is that in this 
agreement the following words are 
added: "And upon being satisfied 
that such lands are required for the 
purposes aforesaid." Furthermore, 
in the Harms\vorth agreement tl1ey 
have the minerals, but here the min
erals are reserved. 

MR. CLI FT.-The point that I wisl1 
to malre is that this land is given to 
tl1e Company under different terms 

' 

than the other land is. lVIost of the 
land is held by them under license, 
but this is given to them. in fee sin1-
ple, reserving only the n1inerals. That 
is much different to a grant in fee 
simple under the Crown Lands Act. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
What my learned frien·d says is quite 
correct. In the event of tl1e Company 
failing to go on with their work, this 
falls to the Government, but if they 
g·o on. all their holdings are practi
cally fee simple, for they are under 
license re11e\vable e'rer)r ninety-nine 
)'Tears. 

:rvrr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Tl1e Chairn1an from the Commititee 

reported that they l1ad considered the 
matter to them referred; had passed 
the Resolutions without amendment· 

' and recommeaded ;that a :Bill be i•-
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troduced to give effect to tl1e sa1ne. 
On mot ion, tl1is Report vvas rcc.ei11-

ed and a dopted. 
On motion the Bill , "An i\ct respect

ing the Establish:qient of a Pulp and 
Paper Industry at Deer Lake", \"Vas 
read a first time; a 11d ordered to be 
read a second time on to-1norro\v. 

Mr. Clift gave notice of q11estion. 
It w a s moved and seconded that 

w hen t he House rises it adjourn l1ntil 
to-morrow, Thursday, April 11th, at 
three of the cloclc in the after110011. 

The House the11 adjot1rned accord-
ingly. 

THU RSDAY, April lltl1. 
Tl1e I-Iouse met at tl1ree of the 

cloclc in the afternoon, pursuant to ad
journment. 

QUESTION 
MR. CL I FT asked tl1e Ho11. Colon· 

ial Secretary to lay on the table of 
the House a copy of tl1e Min11te of 
Council under wl1icl1 an a1)plicatio11 of 
one B. lVIcGrath for l ice11se to C11t 
Timber over certain timber areas sit
uate on Terra Nova River , i11land fron1 
Bonav iE:ita, Bay, formerly held by one 
Sidthor p was cancelled . 

HON. CO LONIAL SECRETARY.-
l\'.Ir. ·Spea ker, copies 
Council can only be 

of 1Vfint1tes of 
t ablecl i11 tl1is 

Ho11se by per1nission of the Gover
nor. I have asked His E xcellency's 
permission to table this i11for1natio11, 
and on receiving it will b e g lad to do 
so. 

PUL P AND P A PER BILL . 
Pursua11t t o Order, and on motion 

of Rt. Hon. the Premier, rth e Bill , "A11 
Act res pecting the establish m en t of a 
Pulp and Paper Ind us try at Deer 
Lake," was read a secon d time, and 
it was ordered that it b e referr ed to 
Committ ee of the Whole House on 
to-morrow. 

Rt. Hon. Prime Minister gave no
tice that h e would on to-m orrow n1ave 
tl1e suspension of the R ules of tl1e 
Ho11se in relation to a ll b11siness "'o 

, 

con1e before tl1e House. 
l\1r. Speaker informed the House tl1at 

lie ha<l receiv·ed a rr1essag·e fro111 t l1e · 
Legislative Council acquainting t h e 
Ho11se of 1\ssembly that they had 
passed tl1e Bills se11t up, entitled r e
spectively, "1\n Act to provide for the 
Raising by the Sale of Debenture 
Bonds of a Sun1 of l\Ioney for the 
Public Service of the Colony"; and 
"A11 Act further to amentl 'The Rev
en11e Act, 1905' ", \Vithot1t a111e11d1n e11t. 

l\!Ir. I-Cent gave Notice of Qt1estion . 
It \·vas n1oved a11d 'seconded that 

''1l1en tl1e House rises it adjourn until 
tc-111orrovv, Friday, A1)ril 12th, at tl1ree 
of the clock in t11e after11oon. 
~·11e Ho11se then adjourned accord

i11gly~. 

FRID1\. '\r, APRIL 12tl1, 1912. 
Tl1e House met a.t 3 p.n1. p11rsuant 

to adjour11.ment. 
PETITIONS. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AN D 
CUSTOfVIS.-I asl-{ leave to present a, 
JJetitior1 fron1 tl1e i11habitants of Tor's 
c;ove asl{irig tl1at certain coves 011t
l i11ed in tl1e petition be reserved f or 
the preservation of bait fishes. The)' 
ask tl1at i10 caplin seines be l1sed 
\·vithi11 tl1e bol1ndaries \Vl1ich tl1ey 
have set fortl1. I '\Vould ask that this 
petitio11 be referred to the De1Jar t
n1ent of l\1arine a,11cl Fisl1eries. I 
aJso asl,;:: leave to ])rese11t a petitio11 
fron1 \lln.1. rrrai11cr ancl about a llllll
(lred other reside11ts of Ferm211se ask 
ing that no codtrap be placed in t h e 
\Vaters vvitl1in 100· or 200 \Tar cls •Jf 

~ 

Deer's. Cove Rock in tl1e v~ici11ity ui 
Fern1e11se Head. I vvo11ld a lso ask 
111at this petition be referred to t lie 
Depart111ent of l\1arine an cl Flsl1e cies. 

IVI R. M 00 R E.-I J1a·ve int1cl1 plea
Sltre in st1pporting tl1ese t\VO peti- · 
tio11s. 

MR. EARLE.-I beg· leave to pre
sent a petitio11 fron1 the lil.P.U. of 
Chang,e Islands 011 the s11bject of t!1 1 ~ 

g·eneral electio11s. Si1nilar petition s on 
the same s11bject 11a vc been_ present e(l 
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by other men1bers as well as n1yself 
and I have already inade son1e re
marks on them. I find, 110\vever, that 
when previously speaking I made a 
slight mistake for I "\Vas given to un
derstand that the petitions were from 
the members of the union only and 
11ot frorr1 tl1e other inhabitants, but 
on referring to the correspondence I 
fincl that tl1e i)etition from Ladle Cov1) 
is signed not only by union members 
bt1t by non-union members as well. 
All vrere anxious to sign the petitio11. 
Ho\vever, since the petitions were 
presented tl1e Government 11as deci·d
ed to hol(l over the elections till 1913 
ard consequently it is not much t1se to 
enlarge on the subject any more than 
to state that so1ne v1ho have signed 
may have thought that the cares and 
anxieties that fall on the Governn1ent 
should be curtailed as much as pos
sible. '"fhis has prompted them to asl{ 
that tl1ey be relieved of their offices 
as soon as possible. I humbly a.sk 
that the petition be referred to the 
Colonial Secretary and I sl1all be glad 

~ 

to hear that the Government has 
gra.nted the request contained in it. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
l\/Ir. Speaker, I ask leave to present a 
petition fro1n certain residents of 
Heart's Content, who pray that an 
allocation of $200 may be granted to 
construct ai1 agricultural road on the 
North Point of the to\vn referred to. 
Also a petition from Little Heart's 
Ease, District of Trinity, asking that 
a ne\v local road be constructed to 
connect \vith · the n1ain line. Peti
tioners state that tl1e road -vv·ill be a 
great convenience to a number of 
families who live on a point of land 
-vvhich at i)resent does not connect 
with the main line. Also a petition 
from Britannia Cove, having reference 
to a road from Snook's Harbor to the 
Bar, and to the proposed breakwater 
in Smith Sound; this petition being 
similar to others presented to this 
House by me a few days ago. Also a 

- . 

petition from Chance Cove, asking 
that better arrangen1ents be i11ade 
\Vith regard to the handling of freigl1t 
at Rante1n Station. The station, 
''rhich is the connecti11g point for 
Rante1n and Chance Cove in the dis
trict of Trinity, and also for Little 
Harbour in rthe District of Placentia, 
is only a Flag St?.tion, and petitioners 
state that there was considerable loss 
and inconvenience this winter O\ving 

to the non-delivery of freight. 
I beg to ask that the foregoing peti

tions be received and referred to the 
departments to which tl1ey relate. 

MR. KENT asked the Right Hon. 
the Prin1e Minister to state to t11e 
House, \Vhat, if any action has lJeen 
taken in connectio11 \vith P2ct1niary 
Claims of certain American citizens, 
made u1Jon the Colony through the 
Government of the United States in 
relation to loss alleged to 11a ve been 
suffered in connection with seizures 

. for violation of rthe fisl1ery laws of 
tl1is Colony, ancl i11 \Vhat position tl1e 
same now stancls. I-Ias it been agreed 
to refer them to arbitration, anc1 '\Vl10 
constitutes tl1e tribunal? 

RT. ·HON. PRIMS:: MIN ISTE R.-On 
August 14th, 1908, a draft of a Co11-
vention for tl1e settlement of Pectin
iary Clai1ns bet,~1een the United 
States and Great Britain, together 
\vitl1 a list of clai111s against the Gov
ern1nent of Newfoundland, was fur
nished to the N ewfot1ndland Govern
n1ent by the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. Considerable corres
pondence tool\: place between the late 
Government, before leaving office, and 
the Secretary of State for the Colon
ies, in relation to the same. vVhen 
the present administration assumed 
office the matter had not been conclud
ed. The total clain1 made in 1908 
amounted to about $40,000. An agree
ment has been arrived at bet-vveen the 
United States and Great Britain for 
the submission to arbitration of those 
claims. The form of submission and 

• 
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tl1e constitution of t11e tribu11al have 
not yet been made public. 

MR. KENT asl{ed tl1e Minister of 
-

Justice to lay on the table of rthe 
House a copy of all corresponde11ce 
betwee11 11is Depart1nent a11d that of 
the Colonial Secretary, relati11g to any 
claim or clai1ns t1pon the Colony by 
the late Sir R. G. Reid, or Reid New
foundland Company, from July 1, 1898, 
to date. 

H 0 N ~ fVl I N IS TE R 0 F J UST ICE.-
. 

Tl1e correspondence is being copied. 
·SUSPENSION OF RULES. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on i11otion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime l\lfinister the Rules of the 
House in relation to all bt1siness . to 
come before the Hot1se during· tl1e Ses
sion were st1spended. 

' 

PULP AND PAPER BILL. 
Pursuant ito order and on motion of 

Rt. Hon. Prime Nii.nister the House 
resolved itself into Con1mittee of the 
\rVl1ole to consider the Bill, "An Act 
Tespectin.g the Establ1sh1nent of a Pulp· 
and ParJer I11dt1s1try at Deer Lake. 

Tvlr. Spealrer left the chair. 
Mr~ Parsons toolr the chair of Con1-

mittee. 
MR. K ENT.-Before the Bill g·oes 

tl1rough I \vould like to draw the at
tention of tl1e Committee a.g·ain to tl1e 
i11eagreness of tl1.e i11formation reg·ard
ing the \Vater po\ver which forms the 
fot1ndation of the meast1re. I do not 
tl1ink it · can be denied that the t1n
de.rtaking of , tl1ese people at Deer Lake 

' 
is one of unusual n1agnitude and tl1e 
powers gra11ted to them are of an un
usual kind. These rights affect very 
large a1·eas of water for Gra11d Lake 
is over sixty iniles long and Deer 
T..Jake is probably twenty-five or thirty 
lniles long. They are in fact the larg
est . sheets of water in the country. 
Grand Lake -vvould stretch from here 
to St. Mary's and Deer Lake from 
here to Holyrood. 

'rhe kernel of the presen1t measure 
is the vower to raise these lakes. First 

to keep Grand Lake at a level of its 
ordinary s1Jring flood. In considering 
tl1at, it ,·vill be necessary to tal{e into 
accoun1t the conditio11s fQrn1erly, a11d 
vv-hat will be tl1e effect of tl1e spring 
floods u?1der the new conditions, tl1at 
is, if it is to be ke1)t at a level . of its 
spring tlood. I 11ave no means of 
lr11owing, and from the evidence and 
tl1e information before lIS, the Hot1se 
has no ineans of knowing and judg-
• lllg . 

Tl1e other is tl1e power to raise trie 
wa.ter of Deer Lake, 15 feet above its 
spring· floocl 7level. Now to raise· sucl1 
a large surface of \vater,is , it mt1st be 
adrr1itted, a very large propositio11. It 
means raising tl1e s11rface of the 
lake a distance of 15 feet ab.ove tl1e 
spring· flood le\rel. Now tl1e spring· 
flood , le\rel sl1ows, according· to tl1e 
statement of Mr. !-Iowley, a difference 
in .heig·ht of 6 or 7 feet. Ho\v~ n1ucl1 
11ig·I1er tl1e sprdng· fJood is , I cannot 
say, but he . says that jl1dging fro1n 
the trees washed ashore, tl1e vrater 
rises 4 or 5 , feet n1ore, that \vould be 
a total of abouit 10 feet. In the mo11th 
of June it is 6 or 7 feet, in the spring 
flood 10 feet above, or make it 8 feet 
above the t1sual sun1m2r level, this 
would mean therefore that Deer 
Lalre \Vould be raised 25 feet above 
itl1e su1n1ner and ordinary level 1.vhich 
it maintains. Novv rtl1at mea11s the 
height of 4 men, one standing on top 
of the other. I think tl1at in view of 
the raising\ of sucl1 a body of water 
and \vith the conditions it will bring, 
ithe committee ought to 11ave more 
definite inforn1ation before it. The 
only information before the House is 
that supplied to the Prime Minister 
by Mr. Ho\vley, ar1.d . that information 
has only been gathered from casual 
observations; but \Ve know no'il1ing of 
what the effect will be in the spring 
wl1en tl1e i1ev\r co11ditio11s are b r c ugl1t 
about, and \vh2~t \Vill b e tl1e eff0ct cf 
raising· tl1ose la.,lres. 'T'l1ere are in2t11y 

directio11s i11 \\'"hicl1 it is concei\ra.,ble 
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that results, effects, may be produced. 
First, there is the area of the flood, 
the dan1age physically that will ac
crue. There seems to be a difference 
of opinion as to what the effect will 
be. This is e·videnced by the Prime 
Minister's reply to the Commirttee the 

• 

other day. Mr. Howley says one 
thing. 1\1.r. Bailey says another. They 
differ regarding the ef.(ect of raising 
the level of these lakes.. For instance, 
as members of the Committee knovv, 
the railway track runs for a long dis
tance by the margin of Deer Lake. 
l\lfr. Howley says that that will be 
flooded in 2 or 3 points. Mr. Bailey 
says in many points. Again, sir, I 
:think that in otl1er parts of the cor-
respondence, the same 
opinion will be found. 

difference of 
But certainly 

these observ3.Jtions are merely of a 
tentative character. They are not de
finite opinions, though in a case like 
this, with so much at stake, definite 
opinions are necessary. Of course, 
Mr. Howley is perhaps the best auth
orirty in relation to this subject, but 
I ·do not think tl1at even Mr. Howley 
would be able to give a proper opin
ion without spending a considerable 
amount of time in that locality, and 
taking levels. With all due respect 
to my friend, Mr. Downey, whose 
abili1:ies I admit, I do not think that 
his visits would be sufficient to en
able him to form any opinion vvhich 
would carry weight in this committee. 
The powers which are given to the 
company are as I said before, such 
that will change the whole face of 
that part of rthe country; it will have 
an effect on the agricultural possi
bilities of that section. What other 
effects it will have, we do not know, 
on account of the unsatisfactory na
ture of the information before us. 
Again, it is quite possible that the 
company may raise Deer Lake and 
not raise Grand Lake. What effect 
that will have I cannot say. As to 
whe1ther it · will effect the water pow-

ers that flow from Grand Lake, I 
think that the committee ought to 
have some information on this point 
also. It is probably true thrut this 
company has gone to considerable ex
pense to acquire the lands, and it is 
putting up $250,000 as gainst any dam
age that may accrue, but I do not 
think tha·t \Vith the information be
fore us, we are justified in going 
ahead. A survey can be made, and 
this information easily ascertainable. 
I do not think that the expense will 
be anything like $100,000 as was es
timated by the Premier. The staff of 
rthe Geological Surveyor ought to be 
able to do this, and \Ve could get quite 
a lot of information if they made 
proper survey,s. Again, I think, sir, 
that as this company is asking for 
such concessions, '\Vhich will simply 
change the face of nature, it ought 
rto bear the cost of the surveys or at 
least part of it. I do not think that 
the expense of this would be $100,000. 
I have heard it stated by competent 
authorities that it would not cost any
thing like this sum, but I think that 
this committee ought to insist that 
the company sl1ould pay their propor-
tionate share of the expense that 
\Vould be incurred under a survey. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-Mr. 

Chai·r·man, there are, jus!t two or three 
points tl1at I wquld like to reply to 
In the first place, a.s. \fegards the· cost 
of the e.:Jrvey.s. I stated here the oth
er day, tl1at I was info.rmed, tl1at to 
.make a prope·r survey of the country 
.su·rrounding Grand Lake, to get a di
agram that would !show the extent of 
the flooding·, would cost nothing less 
than $100,000. We could get it done 
fo·r that, but would we have any bet
ter information than what we 11ave 
11ad from Messr.s. Howley and Bailey. 
Now this proposition is. not1 .such a 
large one as the hon. member thinks 
It would not be considered a large 
proposi~ion, when tl1e large engineer-

' ' 
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iug works that are being undertak-en 
in other parts of the world are con
sidered. It might have been a large 
proposition at the time of the flood. 
We cannot afford to sit down and 
wait until we have every ,detail, be
@ause we have before us, evidence 
ample enoug·h to warrant us to go on. 
I should llke to correct my friend as 
regards the leng·th of Deer Lake. It 
is not 25 miles long, it is1 not alone 
not 25 miles. long, but it is not 15 
miles long. Now as re.gards 11is point 
that the information supplied to the 
Committee is most meagre. Well, all 
I can say, is that the Committee has 
been supplied with all the informa 
tion available and the very best of in
formation, an·d notl1ing can be gained 
by delay in order to supply the sa.me 
class of information. The cl1ange in 
Grand Lake will mean practically no 
change. The dam proposed to be built 

' at that Lake will only maintain it 10 
feet above no.rmal tide, and when it 
is built, no more land will be flooded 
than is flooded today. My learned 
friend wants to know wl1at will be 
the effect of the spring floods under 
the new conditions. There will be 
no effect. Tl1e ·dams will be so con
structed as to p·revent it. Tl1e vvater 
l1as to be kept at a certain 11eig·ht, 
and to be maintained at that hei'ght. 
The w,ate·rs at Petty Harbor by means 
of the dam are kept at a certain 
height. We may be assured that tl1e 
Company Tecognizes, that if the wa-

ter is allowed to go one incl1 over its 
hei.ght, it will be liable fo:r ,damages. 
That, I submit is a sufficient guaran
tee. It is quite clear that the com
pa.ny has to construct that dan1 in 
such a way as to keep· tl1e wate·r from 

escaping and flooding the country, 
and to keep it at a certain height. 
There can be no ·doubt about that, so 
that as far as G1rand Lake is concern-

~d, v.re can dismiss that entirely. Now 
as regards Deer Lake. The waters 
will ·be raised only 10 feet, altl1ougl1 
15 feet is asked for here, because M:r. 
Howle3r says the abnormal flood is 15 
feet. Now if we raise the lake 15 
feet above. 11igh water, that means 10 
feet above abnormal height, so that 
therefore none will g·o out over the 
dam. It will be maintained at tl1at 
l1evel. My learned friend says tha.t 
there is a difference of opinion be
tween l\'.Ir. Howley and Mr. Bailey. I 
·do not think that tl1ere is any differ- · 
ence of opinion wl1atever. Mr. Howley 
says. tl1e land will be flood.ed at 2 or 
3 points, a.t the south slde of· tl1e lake. 
M,r. Bailey says many points, but Mr. 
Bailey probably means at 2 or 3 
points. The statements1 ar1e quite in 
harmony. Two or three might be held 
to mean 5 or 6. I think tl1a.t if the 
hon. g·entleman w.ill look up his 
Stroud, 11e will find that 2 or 3 might 
mean 4 or 5. I only 11ope, Mr. Chair
man, that tl1is project will go througl1, 
It means an outlay of tl1ousands of 
dollars for tl1e construction of dams 
and vr1)rks. It n1eans a new industry, 
it mea11s tl1at tl1e waters of' those 
lakes will be utilised, and not allowed 
to go to vvaste, as they 11a.ve during 
tl1e last centuTy. 

'MR. DOWNEY-Tl1ere can be no 
doubt at all in my mind t'11at we are 
attaching· very exaggerated import-
ance to the possible damage 
tl1at may result in the vic,.. 
inity of Deer Lake from Lraising the 
waters. As a matter of fact some 
damage will be occasioned. There is 
one farm at tl1e easter11 end of "J1e 
lake a considerable portion of which 
will be flooded. Of course no doubt 
any damage done will be paid for. 

There .are three or four 11ouses on the 
southe,rn end of the lake, but tl1ese 
belong to ·employees of the mill and 
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tl1e inill goes '\Vitl1 
There is one otl1er 
two acres that will 

tl1is pr,operty. 
clearing of: about 
be flooded, but 

tl1e owner of tl1at land is as a.nxious 
• 

for tl1e establisl1ment of this industry 
at Deer Lake as anyone in tl1is House. 
Tl1e land at tl1e side of tl1e lake rises 
sl1a.rpl:y from tl1e water and the only 
pla.ces tl1a t will be flooded will be at 
tl1e eastern a11d soutl1ern ends, as I 

l1a ve said. Tl1ese are facts an cl can 
be \Terified by anyone. 

MR. KENT-I do not intend to g·o 
o\rer tl1e matter again, but, as to tl1e 
question of expense, I thougl1t I 

made it clea.r tl1a.t the Company 
should a.t least bear the greater por:.. 
tion of tl1e necessary expenses; I 

think a little co11sideration will sl1ow 
that tl1e cost of obtaining infor1nation 
to ena.ble tl1e Government to fix some 
definite idea of the cl1aracte,r of tl1e 
country, a.nd tl1e effects re.sulting 
f r o m t h e raising of the ·· 
\vaters of these lakes would be very 
small. I vvould like to ask tl1e Prime 
Minister if 11e can g'ive any informa
tion to this Committee as to the 
cap,ital of tl1e Compa11y, wl1ether it 
is ·divided into shares or -not, and 
wl1etl1er it is the intention of tl1e, 
Company to operate tl1emsel ves in 
pulp 01· paper making. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.-! 

am sorry I am not in a position to 
g'ive tl1e inforn1ation. If the hon. 
member will pt1t wl1at 11e requi,res i11 
writing I "\Vill endeavour' to 11ave it 
for tl1e Con11nittee to-n1orrow. 

Mr. Speaker rresumed tl1e Chair. 
Tl1e Chairman from tl1e Committee 

reported' tl1at they 11ad considered 
the 111atter to tl1en1 referred; and had 
passed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion this Repo·rt was receiv
ed and adopted; and it was ordered 
tl1at the Bill be read a third time 011 
to-morrow. 

It was n1oved and seconded that 
when the Hot1se rises it adjourn un
til to-morrow, Saturday, April 13th., 
at three of the clock in tl1e afternoon. 

Tl1e Hol1se tl1en adjourned accord
ing·Iy. 

SATURDAY, April 13th. 
Tl1e House met at 3 of the clock 

in the afternoon pursua11t t o adjo;1:·11-
r11e11 t. 

PETITIONS. 

MR. SQUIRES-Mr. Speaker in tlJf:.1 

absence of the hon. inembers for 
Twilling·ate, I beg to present a peti
tio11 from Joseph Cramm and others 
of Chance Hr.. asking for the sum of 
$60.00 for the erection of a post office 
at that place. Petitioners state rthat 
st1ch is badly neded there. I would 
asl{ that tl1is petition be referred to 
the department to which it relates. 

MR. DEVEREAUX.-! ask leave to 
present a petitio11 from· tl1e residents 
of Little Paradise, asl{ing that that 
place be inade a port of call for the 
S.S. Argyle and also rthat a public 
wharf be erected tliere. The petition 
is nl1merically signed. Also petitions 
from Great Paradise, Little Bona, and 
Great Bo11a, on the same subject. 
Petitioners state rthat Little Paradise 
is the best place to build the wl1arf, 
as tl1e vraters surrounding the other 
place, are shoal. I give tl1is petition 
i11y hearty suppo~t, and hope that the 
Government "\Vill not only erect the 
public \vharf, but make Little Para
dise a l)Ort of call. 

MR. F. J. MORRIS.-! have much 
l)leasure in supporting tl1ose petitions. 
I k11ow the conditions prevailing at 
Great Paradise. The entrance is very 
narrow. I think that Little Paradise 
is the best place, it has a large en
trance, and it is always accessible. I 
do not think there vvill be · mucl1 
trouble about the · public wharf. The 
me1nbers can get together, and see 
tl1at it is bt1ilt. There may be so1ne 
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little difficulty abo11t tl1e J~rgyle, 

O\ving to ha vi11g so i11a11y ports of 
call, but I think that tl1is can also be 
'effected. I g·i,re tl1ese petitions i11y sup-
port. 

MR. EARLE.-By tl1e COllrtesy of 
tl1e Prin1e lVIinister, I beg to present a 

petition fron1 tl1e Tesidents of Joe 
Batt's Arm, asking for tl1e sun1 of $80 
in order to place wooden stakes on 
1the road, vvl1ich is over a marsh, to 
Seldom Come By. I ask tl1at tl1is peti
tion be received and referred to tl1e 
department to vvhich it relates. 

HON. THE PRIME l\11NISTER tab
led the follovving despatch received by 
His Excel~ency tl1e Governor from rthe 
Secretary of State for the Colonies:-

FROM SECRETARY OF STATE. 
(Received J\._pril 3, 1912.) 

H. lVI.'s Government are no\v in posi
tion to state na111es of members of the 
Rcyal Co1nn1issio11 to be appointed un
der Resolution 20 of tl1e I1nperial Con
fe:re11ce, 1911 :-

T;nited I<ingdom - Lord Inchca.pe, 
Cl1airman; Sir Edgar Vi11cent, Sir 
Charles o,~•.rens, Sir I-I. Rider Haggard, 
lVIr. Tl1on1as Garnett, l\1r. \V. Lorin1er. 

Do1ni11ion of Canada-Hon. G. E. 
Foster. 

Con1n1on\vealtl1 of Australia-lVIr. 
Donald Can1pbell. 

Ne\~r ZGaland-Sir Jose1)h vvard. 
U11io11 of South Africa-Sir Da-vid 

de \Tilliers Graaf. 
N e\vfoundland-I-I on. Edgar Bovvring-. 
\Vitl1 l\'fr. v\r. A. Robinson, of the 

Colonjal Office, as Secretary. 
HARCOURT. 

RT: HON. PRIME MINISTER.
I11 reply to a question l)Ut by l\/[r. 
I{ent in the House on Friday, I beg· 
to table tl1e following· infor111ation re
gardi11g the Company interested in the 
Deer Lake Pulp proposition. The cap
ital stock of the Compa11y is $800,000. 
Of this, $625,000 is subscribed and 
a1Jout $.400,000 of it paid up. It is not 
the i11tention of the Co1npe:111J' as no\v 

• 

constituted to itself i11a11ufacture. Ar
range1nents are co111pleted between 
tl1e Co1n1Jan) ... and otl1ers for tl1e forn1-
ation of a larg·e co1npa11-y to carry on 
the \vorl{. Tl1e ne·\"v Co111pany will be 
registerecl llnder the laws of this Col
ony, and \Vill 11ave am1)le capital to 
carry 011t the undertal{ing. All tl1e 
necessary capital is arranged for, and 
the actual registration of the new 
Company and com111e11cement of busi
ness will be proceecled "\Vitl1 im
mediately, 

PULP AND PAPER BILL. 
Pursuant to Order and on motion of 

Rt. Hon. the Prime lVfinister, the Bill 
"An Act respecting· tl1e Establish
n1ent of a Pulp and Paper Indt1stry 
at Deer Lake' was read a tl1ird time 
and passed; and it \\'as ordered tl1at 
it be engrossed, being entitled as 
above, and that it be se11t to tl1e Leg
islative Council \Vith a 111essage re
questing· the concurrence of tl1at body· 
in -its pr~visions. 

MESSAGE FROlVI COUNCIL 

l\/lr. Speaker i11for1ned the I--Iouse 
that he had received a n1essage fron1 
tl1e Legislative Col1ncil acql1ainting 
the I-!ouse of .;:'\sse1nbly tl1at they 11ad 
passed the Bill se11t up ei1titled "A11 
Act for granting to His lV[ajesty cer
tain sun1s of 111011ey to,vards defraying 
certain ex1)enses of tl1e Public Ser
,~ice fer the fi11ancial years encling re-
specti vel-y- tl1e 30tl1 da}r o] Ju11e, 1912, 
ancl the 30th day of Jt111e, 1913, and 
for other purposes Telating to the Pub
lic Ser-vice," witl1ot1t an1e11dme11t. 

Rt. Hon. t11e Prime l\'Iinister gave 
notice tl1at he 1,vot1ld on \\'" ednesday 
i1ext, _A1)ril 17tl1, i11ove for the suspen-
0ion of the rules of the House in re
lation to all inatte:ts before the House. 

It \'-Vas i11oved a11d seco11ded tl1at 
\Vhen the House rises it adjot1rn until 
Wednesday next, April 17th, at tl1ree 
of the clock in the afternoon. 

The House then acljot1rned accord
i11gl:r . 
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vVEDNESD.Li\. Y, April 17tl1, 1912. 

The House met at tl1ree of tl1e 
clcck in tl1e afternoon, p"Gr: uant to 
adjot1rnment. 

Hon. Colonial Secretary laicl on 
the table of the Hot1so tl1e Interin1 
Report 011 the Census of 1911. 

PETITIO~TS. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.-I beg· to present a peti
tion fron1 Brigus Sot1th, in the Diz
trict of Ferylancl .. asl{ing · tl1ut a cer
tain cove nan1ed Herring Cove be re
served for tl1e hauling cf caplin, or 
taking of caplin by caplin seines. 
Usually in tl1e summer ti1ne about tl1e 
end of Jt1ly or first of ..i:\.ugust , when 
caplin are strt1ck off in otl1er l)laces, 
the,y resort to this cove, and a num
ber of fishermen fron1 tin1e to tin1e 
go there for bait. A 11urr1ber of bank
ers resort to Cape Broyle and this 
an1ot1nt of caplin ren1ai11ing in rthis 
cov"e for so111e \veeks are all taken 
by ineans of capli11 sei11es and given 
to the bank2rs, and it is qt1ite a hard- ' 
ship on fishern1en 011 that i)art of the 
sl1ore -vvho a r o i)revented from fishing 
for \Vant .of bai t bet-vveen the caplin 
scl1ool and the squid school. The 
boundaries of rtl1e cove are outlined 
in the petition. I would asl{ that the 
petition be referred to the Department 
of Marine and Fisheries. 

MR. MOORE.-I l1ave n111ch plea
sure in sup1;orting the petition just 
presented by iny colleague, the l\iin
ister of Finnance. 

HON. MR. CROSBIE-I beg leave to 
present a petition : rom Bay de ·Verde in 

connection -vvith the anchoring of ves
sels in tl1e harbor during tl1e fishing 
rti111e in the st1mn1er. Tl1is is a very 
serious matter and interferes very 

• 
mucl1 vv'itl1 a g:reat nu1nber of vessels 
there. 

I 11a ve also a lJetition from the in
l1abita11ts of Lo\ver Small Point in 
connection witl1 a \Vharf. Also one 
from \Vestern Bay North re a public 
vvharf. The \vharf is a great neces-

sity there and I think it should be 
built. I 11ave also a i)etition from the 
inhabitants of vVestern Bay re Coast
al stea1ners and sealing laws, also 
petitions on the same subject from 
Salmon co~ve, Lower Island Cove, 
Fresl1-vvater, Broad Cove and Black
head. I move that these petitions be 
r eferre,d to the, departments to which 
they relate. 

rv'I R. w HI TEW A V.-I rise in sup
P 'J rt of these petitions, and hope that 
tl10 departments to which they are 
ref erred will meet their wishes. 

MR. K ENT.-I beg leave to present 
a petition from Torbay in connection 
\vith a road known as Reddy's Lane. 
I may say, sir, that this is rthe third 
I 11ave IJresented in connection witl1 
tl1is Lane. It is one of the most large
ly t1sed thoroug·hfares in Torbay and 
notl1ing has been done to it for the 
past 1two or three years. I 11ave vvrit
ten tl1e Minister of Public Works and 
seen the Secretary, but nothing has 
been done. I have had complaints 
from the residents of tl1e locality dt1r
ing last summer and tl1e summe1'" be
fore, but iny wishes have not been ob
served, and tl1e co1nplaints of the 
peo11le 11ave been ignored. While I 
am speaking I would like also to 
draw the attention of the l\1:inister of 
Public \A/.orks to the condition of the 
roads in the East End of St. John's. 
D·uring last winter we had consider
able s11ow, and the condition of the 
subu,rban roads is scandalous and they 
are a source of danger to those using· 
them. People of the nearby outports 
come to St. J oh11's at the risk of tl1eir 
lives, and it is almost impossible to 
bring any kind of produce into the 
town without dang·er of loss and it 
is also almost impossible to take 
home provisions, &c. in the evenin.g. 
I tl1i11l{ it i1nperative that these roads 
sl1ould be attended to at once. I 
would ask the Minister, as I see he 
is 11ere in his place, to give the mat
ter his attention as soon as possible. 
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MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.-In livi11g, and in which they have invest-
reply I may say rthat I gave instruc
tions yesterday for the Inspector to 
go over the roads and report on the 
repairs that required to be made. I 
may say tl1at t1:1e other matter is un
der consideration, and will be attend
ed to as quickly as possible. 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.
Mr. Speaker I ask leave to present 
a petition from Thomas R. Voisey, 

.<-

President, William Butler, Treasurer, 
John J. Neville, Secretary of the St. 

ed the savings of years. 
4. The rates charged last year and 

the year previous by your Petitioners 
were the same as those cl1arged twen
ty years ago by cab drivers in this 
city, when the expe11se and up-keep 
connected with the business \Vas less 
than one-half. No complaint s were 
then made about rates; if the rates 
\Vere :0ppressive the public would 
have made it known. To ask tl1at a 
Cab Driver shall charge . a less rate 

John's Cabmen's Union. The petition for his \vork to-day than he did twen-

reads as follows: -
To th·e Honourable the House of As .. 

sembly i11 Leg1islative Session Con· 
vened: 

The Petition of the undersigned Cab .. 
Drivers Union of St. Joh11's, 

Hun1bly Shewe1th as Follows: 
1. At the last session of the Leg

islature a law vvas enacted, giving ithe 
Municipal Council power to make rules 
and regulations in relation to Cab 
Drivers and fares or rates to be charg
ed for their work. 

2. The Legislature, when giving the 
Council power rto fix rates for Cab 
Drivers, presumed that in the making 
and fixing of san1e, due regard -vvould 
be J1ad for the rights of Cab Drivers, 
as well as the ,public, and that the rea
sonable \\rishes of those who earn their 
living as Cab Drivers wold be ascer
tained and acceded to , but the vital 
principle \Vhich u11derlies the fixing 
of a price or rate for vvhicl1 Cab Driv
ers as \Vell as a11y other class of work
men shall sell their labor, has been 
entirely lost sight of. 

3. The scale fixed and published 
by the Municipal Council is a positi,re 
injustice to the Cab Drivers, and in 
some insta,nces to tl1e p·ublic as well , 
and if Cab Drivers will be compelled 
to charge the rates and be subjected 
to the vexatiousness and uncertainty 
of the schedule of charges, it will force 

' many of yot1r Petitioners to abandon 
a business by which tl1ey earn their 

ty years ago, is such a ridiculous and 
nonsensical position for any Board rto 
take up that it needs no refutation. lf\ 
order to engage in the vvork of Cab 
Driver novv, it is necessary that the 
following expenditure be undertaken: 

Victoria Carriage . . . . . . $420.00 
2 Horses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.00 

• 

2 Sets of Harness ~ . . . . . 140.00 
Rugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 .00 

'vithout taking into consideration the 
providing of a stable, etc. 

T\venty years ago,- ? 
.:'\ Carriage was provided for $200.00 
3 Horses for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00 
2 Sets of Harness for . . . . . . 60.00 
or a difference of $620.00 fro1n what 
it io to-day; then the difference in the 
cost of feed for horses is also very 
marked con1pared \vitl1 twenty years 
ago, and it is so \vell known that it is 
not necessary for your Petitioners to 
set it out i11 detail. 

5. Twenty years ago, if a Cab man 
drove a fare t o Logy Bay, Outer Cove, 
Middle Cove, and Torbay 11e was paid 
$4.00; under tl1e tariff 11e will get 
$2.70. If 11e drove to Donovan's he 
got $3.00; under the tariff he will be 
con1pelled to accept $1.50. Tl1ere is 
no definition as to wl1at all day means 
in the tariff, what an afternoon ineans, 
what trips for wedding parties mean, 
to and from steamers or trains to 
Asylum. For bringing a freight to 
Smithville, the tariff allows $2.00, and 
to l\lf t. Cashel or the Golf Links 70c., 
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\Vhereas tl1e dista11ce to the· Golf ·Links having· it re-considered ;-without at- · 
er NI~. Casl1el is very n1ucl1 greater 
tl1an to 8111ithville. In son10 cases the 
tariff 11as i11creased t11e price to the 
public, i1otably, fro111 steamers and 
trains, and drivi11g· b:l the quarter of 
ai1. hour, \Vl1ich is a11 · increase of· 30 
i)er cent., and· in addition to ~his, it 
is very diffict1lt to construe what the 
item reaily ineans. 

6. Your Petitioners have inade re
presentations to tl1e l\1t1nicipal Coun
cil in relatton to the i11justice done, 
but tl1e Col1ncil is not disposed to lis
ten to a11y representations· wl1atever. 

1'-011r Petitioners would most· earn
estly. pray that your Honourable 
House svot1ld take such action in the 
pren1ises· as will protect them fro1n 
injustice and \Vrong, \Vhile at the san1e 
ti1ne protecting· the interest· of the 
public. 

.L\.nd as in duty bound \Vill ever pray. 
'I'HOlVIAS R. VOISEY, 

President. 
WILLIAM Bur-rLER, 

Treasurer. 
JOI-l~ J. NEVILLE, 

Secretar}.c Cab Drivers', Union. 

It is quite e-...rident, Mr. Speaker, 
tl1at if the facts set forth in this peti
tio11 are correct, and I have no reas-
011 fer do1i.bting· tl1eir correctness, 
a grievance exists as regards the cab-
1ne11, and I sho11ld be very unwilling 

~ to believe tl1at if this matter· -vvere 
hrot1g:l1t to ·- 11e notice of the Nia vor 

~ ., ' 
l\1r. Ellis, and. the Council, that it 
·~7ould llct bG furtl1er . considered by 
the1n. Co~1ing) of course, as this 
petitio11 does, at !his late 11our, with 
tl1e House adjourning to-morrow, it 
\'1ill be i111possible for the Legisla
ture to do a11ytl1ing in the,. '\vay of 
leg"isl~(, tio11 if leg·islatio11 \Vere deemed 
advisable; and it seems to me that 
the 0111)" thing· that ca11 be do11e is 
for the ine1nbers of the Leg·islature 
here re1)resenting St. J ohr1's East and 
\Vest to bring· ;this matter to t11e i10-

tice of the Co1111cil \vith _ a vie-vv to 

tempting in any -vv~ay to override their 
rights and powers, for I feel tl1at · the 
men who compose that Council would 
not willingly do any wrong to the 
cabmen. I an1 aware a11 idea prevails 
that the public are very much in need 
of legislation as regards rates · and 
fares for th-e cabn1en. Well, of course, 
l\rir. Speaker, there is such a thing as 
overdoing and ovcrestima1ting a mat
ter like this. There may be occasion
al co1nplaints. An occasional man 
inay suffer from extortion fron1 some 
indi~1idual cabman; but it is not fair 
to try all tl1e cabmen merely on tl).e 
act of one. The Cabmen's Associa
tion or Union does not claim rthat e-v
ery man in it is everytl1i11g that n1igl1t 
be desired. I suppose. tl1at even this 
House would not claim that every 
1nan in it is iinpeccable. And it is 
tl1e sa111e in every t1uma11 institution. 
It is very unfair, therefore, to fix all 
the cabmen 'vith any act of extortion 
tl1at. 111ay be comn1itted ·from time to 
time by son1e n1e1nber of :tl1e body. 
No\v I 11ave had a good deal to do 
witl1 the city cabmen. I have been 
driving -vvitl1 tl1e1n for tl1irty years. 
Tl1ere is 11ardly a cabman in the 
city I 11ave not driven \Vitl1 some 
time er a11otl1er. I have 11ad business 
relations -Yvi1th inany of them; and . I 
thi11l{ as a class tl1ey are just about 
as gocd a11cl just, abo11t as 11onourable 
and fair as any otl1er class in the 
comm11nity. They follow a very diffi
cult calling and 011e tl1at takes then1 
all their ti1ne fro1n an earning stand
point to make both ends i11eet; and 
as set f'ortl1 11c::·e they a;r.e only cl1arg
ing to-day the same rates they charg
ed twenty years ag·o. ¥le hear a lot 
abot1t ~he cost of living goi11g up. \Ve 
know it is more expe11sive to live in 
St .. J oh11's to-day tl1an it \.Vas t'\ve11ty 
)Tears ago. It is i11ore e_xpe11sive as 
regards clothes, as regards rents,. 
food a11d everythi11g else; the sa1ne is 

true of all callin.gs. It is true of the 

• 
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cabmen, a11d no one v1ould 11ave been 
nt1rprised, if, as tl1e rate of living in
creased, they in the sa1ne •proportion 
11ad incr€·ased tl1eir rates, as has been 
done by every other calling. There is 
no other class of man i11 St. John's 
to-day v~v'"orl{ing for the same rate as 
he worked t-vventy years ago. Tl1ere 
is no labourer, tradesman, or profes
cional man \vhose earni11gs have not 
gone up and it is only fair that the 
cabmen - should get an increase in 
their rates. There is another stand
point from wl1ich this matter has to 
be vie"\ved. Tl1e telephone has less
ened 1the earnings of the cabmen con
siderably. lVfany a cabman in the old 
days got a fare around to the South 
Side, to the \X.l est End, to tl1e Rope
\Vallc or up to the Colonial Building 
when a person \vanted a message in 
a 11urry. Now that work is accom
l)lished by the rtelepho11e, and ht1n
dreds if not thousands of dollars have 
been ta1::en out of the pockets of the 
cabmen in that Vv'"ay. Of course this 
ha,d to be. 'l.,hey could i1ot stand in 
the way of progress. They ha~re also 
suffered by the in·troduction of the 
street car. Not so much, perl1aps, i11 
so1ne respects, because it is an edu
cator. T'l1e more peo1')le ride in street 
cars ithe 111ore they vvill ride in cabs. 
But were it not for the fact rthat we 
11ave no-\v i1early all the year, weekly 
holidays and half holidays, and people 
going in a little more for pleast1re in 
one for1n or another, the cabmen 
"\Vould be a11 extinct specie. It is now 
claimed_ in this petition that an in
justice has been done, the fares h.ave 
been reduced and if the present rates 
are continued tl1e cabmen will have 
to abandon their business. Now, sir, 
that is a serious matter, involving 
nearly one l1undred people, heads of 
families, all of who111 have rco make 
a living. Persona~lly, and I tl1inlr I 
speak for every inember of tl1is House, 
if an injustice· has been done, I again 
express the belief that it 11aQ not been 

I 

i11tenti.onal on the part of the Cot1r~

cil. Bee a use, after all, tl1ey n1ere ~3'' 
represent :the public. 'f'hey are i)lac
ed there to re1Jresen.t t11e c0n si(lerecl 
views of the public. The cao1T1en 
seem to be satisfied to be gG ·vernez.l 
by a reaso11able rate of cl1arges a.~ is 
done i11 e"".Tery other to\vn, Dllt at t110; 
same time no i11justice shot11d be done 
to a class of mo11 so necessary and 
so useft1l to the public. As I l1n;v·2 al
ready said, it is i1npcssilJle to do 
anything in the way of legislatio11 tl1is 
session as we close to-r..aorro\v l)tlt I 
shall take the inatter up with i11y col
leagues in St. John's and hav·e tl1e 
question again brought before tl1e 
Council and I feel tl1at they "lvill be 
glad to enquire into what is :reason
able and just and rt:o malre some l)T'O

vision to prevent the· injury co111plttin
ed of. 
. MR. KENT.-l\1r. Speaker, I t11ink 

. 
tl1at I can ithoroughly agree vv'itl1 tl1e 
Rt. Hon. Prime l\1inister in maliing 
B~nY · representations tl1at may be nec
essary to the Council to reco:n.sifler 
the scale. of rates recently p11biisl1cd 
in connection witl1 the Cabn1en cf tl1e 
city. I know that the matter has 
been the subject of discussion and 
correspondence bet,veen tl1e Cab111en's 
Union and the Cot1ncil, and tl1e Cab
men have placed their position a11d 
rtl1e effect of the present scale before 
the Council. I know that they l"lavc. 
pointed out the points in the scaJe 
which are unjust to them, and at tl"!.c 
same time unjust rto the public. The 
Cab1nen .are in this por.5ition, tl1at tl1ey 
desire a.s well as the public tl1at ·fhe 
scale of rates which they ·vlill l)e a,ble 
to charge shall be authoritativ-€ly fi:x:
ed, but no injustice n1ust be v.rorJ;::ecl 
on tl1e1n or on tl1e public. 1.,hey wisl1 · 
to have an opportunity of ptrtti11g 
tl1eir position clearly and distinctly 
before the Council, and 11a -v~e the 
Council reconsider the scale ll(J"\V pt~1)

lished, and which will cor..ae i11to op
eratio11 in a short wl1ile. It i~ u1;-
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necest:~ry for 1ne to go over the fact
ors which come into the co11sideration 
of this matter . T h e calling of tl1.e 
cabmen is one \Vl1icl1 necessitates 
larg·e i11it ial outlay. The expe11ses 
are large, and they are increasing; 
not only the expenses in con11ection 
with the cost of living, but also with 
the cost of 11pl{eep and repair of their 
ou1tfit. Tl1e i11aintenance of l1orses 
and other a ccessories of the b11siness 
11a ve risen considerably during the 
past fe-v·v years. I 11ope the Cou11cil 
"\Vill r econsider this n1atter and g·ive 
it an in1partial and judicial e11quiry 
tefore they impose these scales 11pon 
the cab1ne11. At present, it is uncer
rtai11 what tl1e r ates are, and no one 
can take a dr ive under that scale 
vvitl1 any certainty ab to the constrt1c
tion to be put t1pon it. No one will 
be satis fi ed , and they are now asking 
tl1at the Cot1ncil 11ear \Vl1at they have 
to say, and j11dicially decide \Vhat is 
a fair charge to make to the public. 
Anything tl1at I can do to bring this 
n1atter lJefore the Council, or to as
sist in legislatio11, if necessary, I shall 
be only too g·lacl to do. I hav,.e much 
pleasure in supporting the petition. 

MR . HOWLE\'.-lVIr. Speaker, \Vl1ile 
I 11ave not any i1nn1ediate interest i11 
tl1i s matter , some of the cabmen \vho 
r..r e fri ends of ini11e ha\re asked me to 
fl1 :n tl1e r tl1e petition in anv way t11at ., , 
lies i11 n1y r ower. I tl1orol1gl1ly ap-
l)rcciate tl1e position t!:1ken by the Rt. 
II011. t he Priine I\'.ri:uister a11d tl1e 11on. 
r11 cmber fo r St. Jol1n's East, Mr. 
ICent, anc1 I feel sure tha,t a gcocl re
cult \Vo ul d lJe effecited by a ~onfer

ence w itl1 the Council. It see111s to n1e 
tl1at the Cab1nen ougl1t to be e11titled 
to some particular co11sideration at 
.t h e h ands of the Council, becat1se the 
c::1b111en of this city are paying not 
011ly the ordinary lVIunicipctl taxes for 
-vva.ter a 11d se~~-.rerage, but also a spec
ial ta:x in order to carry 011 their call
i11g; ; and it is only to be expected 
tl1at tl1e Cou11cil, \Vl10 11as the legal 

, 

authority to do so, should so fix the 
scale as to give them reasonable re
munera tion for their work. It is ex
ceptional, Sir, to have to pay taxes 
ito carry on a business, but the Coun
cil has been given the authority to 
impose one, and under such circum
sta,nces, I t hink, with all due respect 
to the Council, they should as far as 
justice and the interests of the pub
lic w ill allow give as much protection 
to the cabmen as l)OSsible, and do ev
,erythi11g to n1eet in any ·way the 
\.Vishes of a 1Jody so useful and nec-
essary t o tl1e public, a body paying 
sucl1 additional taxes and one whose 
livelihood is earned under sucl1 ardu
ous conditions. 

f\~ R. CL I FT.-Nir. Speaker, I mere
ly \vish to say one or two · words on 
this matter. I need ha,rdly say rtl1at 
I am entir ely in accord -vvith the pray
er of tl1e Petitioners. I think that 
they have done right in coming to this 
House, a lrt hough it is too late to take 
the matter up in the way of legisla
tion; bt1t I h ope that the result of it 
V\rill be that the Municipal Council 
-v·vill take our ·suggestion and recon
oider the rates \vhich are no\v ii11pos
ec1. _.:-\nycne who r eads the scale "\Vill 
se2 that it is a bsolutely inadequate to 
n1eet the requirements of the case. 
There ca11 be i10 doubt of the neces
sity, in the inter e sits of the public as 
vvell as the cabdr iver, of a scale of 
fees or charges, but this scale shot1ld 
be reasonable, or should be a scale 
that \Vill not put the cabman in a 
\•1orse position than he was before. I 
11ave much pleasure in suporting the 
prayer of the p et ition, and I hope that 
tl1e Municipal Council \\rill see their 
way clear t o take the inatter up and 
reconsider the rates which have been 
established . 

MR . F. J. MORRIS.-Mr. Speaker, 
j t1st one word. Of course, I recog·nize 
the rig·ht of t he cabdrivers to con1e 
before rtl1is House and seek redress 
for any grievance they may ha,re. Un-
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doubtedly, from the vvording and con
tents of the P etition, they h ave some 
grievance, but I do not thi11k that the 
Cot1ncil \Vould take 11pon rth emselves 
to ma.ke a scale of cl1arges without 
consultation -vvitl1 the cabmen. I think 
there "\Vere several consultations as 
regards the rate, because -vvhy should 
the Council take t1pon rth e1nselves to 
decide ·\"vhat rate should be charged? 
It is not in their inter est alone, and 
I think that the3r intended to place a 
fair and reasonable rate rto do justice 
to tl1e people etn d the cabn1e11 . I do 
not thinl{ the Cot111cil considered tl1e 
scale unreasonable, in fact I am i11 a 
position to say that t hey had nu1ner
ous consultatio11s v'vith tl1e cabmer1 021 

the question, and a committee of the 
Council -vvas formed to go into tl1e 
matter ft1lly. I do not see any reason 
why the Cot1ncil should not ; indeed I 
thinl{ rtha t tl1e Council will proba bly 
tal{e our suggestion in t h e matter. I 

do not believe tl1at any m ember of 
the Council would wish to cut do\vn 
the legitimate charges of tl1e cabmen, 
a11d I do not see why they should. 
Very probably some mistake has be2n 
ma,de. I do not see, Sir, \Vhat neces
sity tl1ere \Vas to come in h ere with a 
p2tition. I think the Council woulcl 
be pleased to reconsider the matter 
11ad it been put to them. My Ol)inion 
is that the Council -vvas under a inis
apprel1ension, a11d that there vVas no 
i1ecessity for this petition, b t1t at the . 
same time the raites that justice and 
equity demand should be given by the 
Municipal Cou11cil to the cabm en. I 
myself had nothing to do with the 
drawing -µp of the scale. I i1ever saw 

it until it -vvas published. I drew llP 

the rules and regulations on tl1e sub
ject, but I did not see the scci~le until 
it was made public. P~ll I l{.n O\V about 
it is that it is the outcome of eight or 
ten conferences with m embers of the 
Mt1nicipal Council, who gave t he n1at
ter their best consideration. It \Vas 
the desire of the Council to hold tl1e 

balance bet\veen th e cab1nen and tl1e 
citize11s. I11divid t1ally and collective
ly I feel sure rthat tl1e Council \VOt1ld 
be the last people in tl1e city to do 
anything· that would vv-ork a l1ard
sl1ip on the cabmen. The cabmen are 
exercisi11g t11eir right to come before 
this House by v1ay of i)etition. Iviy 
ovv11 opinio11 is that tl1e san1e object 
\Vot1ld 11ave been attained h a d they 
sent tl1eir petition to rth e lVIunicipal 
Col1ncil, -vvho \7\rould have been able 
to give it 1nore co11sideration than is 
nov.r possible 1to g'ive it in tl1e Legis
l2~tt1re. 

HON. COLOt~IA.L SECR ET ARY.-
. 

1\ifr. Speal{er, I ha\re been a sk ed to 
Eay n, '';:orcl or t\vo en this inatter, and 
I h~.,vo i11uch pleasure in doi11g so . . 
Tl1erc ca11 be no dot1bt as to the ex
iste11ce of the grievance, a nd I only 
11ope tl1at \vhen the n1atter is la id be
fore tl1e Council tJ1ey ,,.vill s ee their 
\1ilay clear to remedy it, and give the 
cab1ri.en rates 'iVl1ich \Vill be sufficient
ly ren1unerativ-e, and at t l1e same time 
protective to the public. 

MR. CL.APP.-Mr. Speaker , I beg 
leave to prese11t a petition frorn Jacob 
Dawe and a nu111ber of members of 
t11e F.P. U., in reference to t elegraph 
and telephone communication. Also 
a petition from rrhos. Dower and 
othe:r men1bers of the F .P.U., dealing 
vvitl1 electio11s. and asking tl1at one be 
11eld ii1 1912. I 11avo already l)resent ed 
a i1u111ber of petitions on this subject, 
so there is no need for lne to say any
thing inore on tl1e s11bject, except to 
re1nark tl1at I know the signatories, 
and I hope they -vvill receive l,he con
sideration wl1ich t hey deserve. Also 
a· petition fron1 tl1e inhabitants of 
Trout River, asking for t h e establish
ment of a teleg·rapl1 offi ce at that 
place. This petition is accompanied 
by a petitio11 from Bonne Bay proper. 
1Tro11t River is a bot1t 12 miles from 
Bonne Bay, and is a g·ro\ving settle·· 
inent. It is practically a fi shi11g set
tlement witl1 a nu111ber of fishermen 
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ear11ing tl1eir livelihood there, and 
t11ey 11a ve no-vv rto \Vall\: to Bonne Bay 
to send t11eir n1essages, \Vhile if an of
fice is ope11ed tl1ere, not only will 
they have communication with Bonne 
Bay·, lJt1t also \Vitl1 the capital. I can 
assl1re yot1, Sir, that tl1is petition de
serves e'rery ~ttention and considera
tior1. I ha \re also a petition from 
v"tloody Point and Norris Point. This 
:9etition, ·\vitl1 the others, \\ras handed 
to r11e by the Pren1ier. The petition
ers asl\: that a n1otor boat be placed 
to ply between NorTis Point and Woody 
Po~Llt; a dis/cance of about 2 1h miles. 
J1 t tl1e present time the ferry is an 
open beat, and it vvould be a. great 
co1111e11ience to the people going from 
one place to another. I may say that 
I 11ave tra•1elled by this ferry, and this 
l)Ortlon of the v1ater is very choppy, 
ina~l~int; a spray which in very many 
cast~s l11_akes the occupants of the 
boat soal{ing wet. I have much pleas
t1re in su1Jp0rting all these petitions, 
and ask that they be received and re
ferred ito the Departments to which 
)l-11 '-' ,,.. .,,p 1 ~ t C\ 

. ""'- -- '--" •. f .1. '-" --~ 'C./ .. 

R·r. t"iON. Ti--iE PR~ME M;NISTER. 
-::.rr. Speaker, I desire to support the 
prayer of these several petitions. I 
i11ay say that they were sent to me 
for presentation, but I rthought it onlJr 
rigl1t that they shot1ld be presented 
by the hon. member who represented 
the c1istrict. In reference to the 
prayer for the extension of the tele
grapl1, that is a matter which will 
receive the attention of tl1e Govern
m.ont ar; soon as they have completed 
tl1e circuit of the district. Until 1910 
tl1e telegraph service in St. Barbe 
consisted of a11 office at Bonne Ba.y on 
tl1e S. W. side, and one at La Scie, 
011e at Baie Verte, ·and one at Seal 
co~1e and vVestern Cove in White Bay. 
Recognizing the i1ecessi1ty for tele
grap11ic communication, and also the' 
gross i1eglect of this important section 
of the Colony under previol1s admin
istrations, the Government, after care-

f11l enquiry, decided upon a policy of 
systen1a1tic and thorough telegraph ex
tension. Early in tl1e sum1ner of 1910 
the important settle1nent of Coach
man's Cove \\ras connected witl1 Baie 
Verte by a branch line, and at the 
same time extension. from Bonne Bay 
!Jegan i,,vith tl1e object of completing 
a circuit of the whole peni11st1la 
round to vV11ite Bay. Tl1e line vvas 
thus extencled from Bonne Bay to Port 
Saunders, a distance of about 123 
miles, and offices were opened. during 
1910 at Norris' Point, Covv Head, Par
sons' Pond, Daniel's Harbor and Port 
Saui1ders. Last year the -vvorlr -vvas 
conti11ued fro1n Porit Saunders to 
Griquet, on the N.E. coast, a distance 
of over 150 n1iles, offices being opened 
at Port al1 Choix, Brig Bay, Flower's 
Cove, Cool('S Hr. (Cape Norma11), and 
Griquet. As soon as the 'veatl1er per
mits this season, the line will be ex
te11ded sot1th from Griquet rto St. An
thony, via Loclr's Cove, in Hare Bay, 
to Conche, Englee, and into White 
Bay, th us completing in a syste1natic 
and practical vvay the only business 
lilre telegraphic service ever attempt
ed in St. Barbe. After the n1ain line 
has been con1pleted, branch lines may 
be extended as shall be needed by the 
various settlements, but the import
ance of first getting the main line fin
ished will be obvious. During the past 
two years tl1ree hundred iniles, ap
proximately, of telegraph lines have 
been con.structed, and eleven offices 
have been opened, and are now jus
tifying their existence by affording to 
a very large number of deserving peo
ple the bl1siness convenience so 1011g 
denied to them. In addi1tion to tele
graph extensio11, it is the intention to 
l)lace a second steamer in tl1e dis
trict this yec:lr, \vhich shculd be of 
great advantage. In the pa,st, St. 
Barbe has not received proper atten
tion. Tl1e people there are industri
ous, a11d their contribl1tion cf lob
sters heac1s the list of all other dis-
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.tricts in the Colony, and it is a pleas
ure to encourage any measure calcul
ated to benefit the district and peo
ple. In fact it is the intention of the 
Government to see thart St. Barbe 
is no longer the Cinderella of the dis-

er of the petition, and I ask that it be 
received and referred to the Depart
ment of the Colonial Secretary. 

MR. K ENT.-lVIr. Speaker, I have 
been asl{ed by some residents of Cape 
Broyle to say a word in favor of this 

tricts. We are going to build for them · petitio11. I am infor1ned that tl1e loca-

a railway into the District, and as I 
Eay, arrangements are being made for 
a second boat on White Bay, and on 
rthe North side of Green Buy, so tl1at 
that district in the early spring \vill 
have weelrly connection with Le-vvis
porte. In relation to the motor ferry, 
that is · one of those rnatiters that will 
need consideration. I should lil{e to 
be able to say 'yes,' to every petition 
presented to the I-louse, but it is a 
question of finding ithe requisite mon
ey. However, it is a matter that will 
I'eceive grave consideration. My only 
regret is that we cannot grant the 
prayer of every petitio11 that comes 
before us. 

MR. CLI FT.-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition fro1n the 
inhabitants of Cottel's Island, District 
of Twillingate, asking for the sum of 
$200 ito construct a road at that place. 
I have mt1ch pleasure in supporting 
the prayer of the petition~ and ask 
that it be referred to the Department 
of Public Works. Also a petition from 
Rev. Henry Scott and other inhabit
ants of lVIoreton's Harbour, asking 
that a motor service be substituted 
for . the present service. I have al
ready presented several petitions on 
the same subjecrt from other parts of 
the district, and I have much pleas
ure in supporting this one also, and 
trust that it may be found possible to 
comply with the request of the pe1ti
tioners. 

MR. MOORE.-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
inhabitants of Brigus, Admiral's Cove 
and other places in the District of Fer-

. ryla11d, wirth regard to the selection 
of a site for a railway station. I have 
n1t1ch pleasure in supporting the pray-

tio11 selected by tl1ose interested is 
tl1e one \Vhich would suit the greater 
nt1mber of l)eople living in the neigh
borhood of the places mentioned in 
the petition, and I 11ope that it \Vill be 
possible in the selection of the site to 
choose the one menitioned by the 1)8-

titioners. 
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.

Mr. Speaker, I table the correspond
ence asked for by the hon. n1e1nber 
for St. John's East, Mr. Kent, be
t,·veen the Depart1nent of Justice and 
the Colonial Secretary's Department, 
witl1. the exception of one letter. I 
11ave had it executed in duplicate, so 
that he may 11a \Te one copy and tl1e 
other can remain on tl1e table of Ithe 
House. At the s·ame ti1ne, Sir, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
Rev. J. Scully and others residing Oi1 

the south side of Bonavista Bay, point
ing out that the main line of road is 
in very bad condition and very much 
in need of repair, and asl{ing for $3,-
000 to do the work. This v1ork is very 
necessary, especially 
Bra11ch Rail way is 
touches at Seal Cove 

no\v that tl1e 
being built. It 
ancl from tl1ere 

turns off to Trinity. Now, betwee11 
Seal Cove and King's Cove there arc 
a number of settleinents, and also on 
the other side of Seal Cove. These 
people desire to have the benefit of 
the railway, and they ask to have tl1is 

main line between Seal Cove and 
King's Cove repaired, so that between 
these two places t11ere -vvill be a re
gular fasrt service, which "\Vould prac
tically mean a daily mail between 
King's Cove and .Seal Cove, these be-
ing the termini for tl1is road. I 
trust that when the allocations are 
made this petition \Vill be attended 
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to; a11d at any rate h .L- .. vv en the roaa 
• .L h . ' in11)ro11e1nenLs, \V 1 ... 1c11 al•Q c.-..-"'+a1nn1 .-.+ . t::: . J~l.'-'-' .t. JC ..:i_c;..,t,-

ed to l)e 111ade d11ring the coming year 

be 
• ,J_h "1 ""' ::i "'I" • .L. Pllt i11 L~~c·rol1gn1y gooa cono.ILIOn so 

as to 211a!{e this d.'.lily mail service be
t\,vcen Seal Cove and l{ing's Cove. 

AGR~CUL TURE 
fa.ND !\Ai i'J ES.-2\ir. SpeB~l{er, I have 
much plea_sure in st:pporting tl1at 
petitio11. I also beg to p:~esent a 
petition f1 on1 tl1e i11.112.l::ita11ts of Fl::1t 
Islands, one o~ tl1e se.:-~cs i:.ve 11a ve 
had lately on S1111day 01)S8rva11ce e 

r~1 Ra \lVH iTE~ f .; Y-IVIr. S1:::eal{er, I 

beg to present a petitio11 from Grate's 
Cove asking for a ligl1t l1ouse to be 
erected on G:.~ate's Co'1-e Point; also 

a petition fror.."1 Old. Perlican on tl1e 

.sar11e subject. 1:r1he rec1uest of these 
people is deser.,.1ing 0f very serious 
consir1 eration 011 tl1e pa!:~t of the 
Gov~ernn1e11t. This place is one of the 
most da11gerous in tl1e district, ancl 
tl1ere is no facllity ·to enable tl1e 
fishe·rmen to carry 011. t11eir wo1'l\: i11 

safet)r. A lightl1ouse· 11ere v1ould also 
serve Baccalie11 Tic1rle and neighbor
ing places. I hope tl1e Departn1ent of 
l\1arine and Fishe.·:ries \Vill be able to 
allocate sometl1ing for this purpose. 
I beg tl1at tl1e petition be referred to 
tl1a t Department. 

f\f1 R. CLAPP ga·ve llOtice OD ques

tion. 

MR. KENT.-I sl1ot1ld like to ·draw 
. 

the attention of Ministers to va1rious 
a uestions .asked by me and not yet 
~11.swered . The:te vvas one on lVIa.rcl1 
11th about expe11dit:.1re on a wharf; 
tl1e Minister of l\r1arine and Fisl1eries 
was not here at tl1e time. Tl1ere \vas 
one to the l\1in~ster of Fina11ce about 
fines and forfeitures, a11d asl{i11g l1im 
for· tl1e Auditor General's report for 

1908. Also one to tl1e Ministe·r of 
~ . 

Public vVorl{.s askin.g for the ex11enu1~ 
ture in Ferryla11d DistrtcJ:, and in 

'

-xr t B Bai~ ·de Verde.. As tl1e rv es etn ay,_ ./J 

.I-louse "'Till 

s!'.lould have 
to-day . 

sl1ortly be closing, 
11a.d tl1e ans-vver s 

we 
11ere 

:40N. rv~ i N ISTER OF Fl NANCE 

1~ND CUSTOMS.- Mr . Speal{er, I 
mig·l1t say that the Auditor General's 

report is a record on this I-louse, and 
tl1ei Clerl{ should have it, not my 
De1partn1enit . Tl1e 11on. gentlema.n 
vvas a inember of tl1e Government 
lrimself a.nd sl1ould have it himself. 
If tl1e. Clerk 11as not g·ot it tl1en :it 

sl1ould be obtainable at the· Auditor 
Ge11eral's office. Our1 Depart1nent 11a.s 
nothing to do witl1 it. As to fines 
and forf;eitt1re·s, and the Cape Broyle 
vvharves, I l1ave notl1tng to do with 
then1 . 

HON. MR. SPEAKER-Tl1e hon. 
member must not debate the rnatteir . 

MR. 'KENT.-Mr. Speaker, just one 

ward in expla11~ttion . I beg· to say tl1a:t 
I \vas quite aware tl1at tl1e 1908 

report was a record of tl1e House, and 
before I put tl1e question I asked tl1e 
Clerk whether it wa.s amongst the 
record1s, a11d 11e said it was not. I 
then asked; tl1at a second copy of it 
be supplied. If the Minister is not 
v""villing to supply it I cannot compel 
hin1. 

MR. SPEAKER informed tl1e House 
t11at I1e 11ad received a message f1rom 

tl1e Leg·isla.ti\re Council acquainting 

tl1e House of Assembly tl1a.t they 11ad 
passed tl1e Bill sent U·P entitled
"An Act further to amend 'The Elec
t~on Act, 1889,' " -vvitl1out amendment. 

MR. SPEAKER informed tl1e House 

tl1at 11e 11ad received a i11essage from 
the L:eg"islative Council a.cquainting· 
the Hot1se of Assembly ~l1at they had 
lJassed rthe Bill sent up entitled-"An 
Act respecti11g the establishment of 
a Pulp ancl Paper Industry at Dee.: 

Lake," \Vitl1out amendme11t. · · · · 

iVi R. Cl.APP.-lVIr. Spea.ker, in ris
ing to move tl1e adjournn1en t o:: the 

# 
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House I desire to bring before tl1e 
House ,tl1e disorg·anized condition of 
the mail service at Bon11e Bay. I 11ave 
been in comn1unication witl1 tl1e 

-principal men of Bonne Bay by tele
g·rapl1, a11d tl1ey rega.rd it as very 
serious. I ref er" tl1e House to a tele
gram recei\recl a11d publisl1ed i11 tl1e 

Eve11ing Teleg·ran1 of 13tl1 April . 
They consider tl1e n1atter very s2ri
ous, botl1 for :'.isl1ermen and for 
merchants. Tl1e ma .. ils at one time 
were l1ung· up for six vveeks . I do 
not say tl1e Government are altogether 
to blame, but I do say tl1at if they 

. 
lS 110t see the Postmaster General 

. , 
dealing· adec1uately \Vitl1 tl1e sit11atior1 
they oug·l1t to interfere. Tl1e Go\'er11-
ment may not be aware that at Deer 
Lake mails \Vere dropped do\Tvn and 

left unprotected1 i11 a s111all sl1ed, 
mails wl1icl1 in some cases I am in
formecl c.ontained enclost1res of1 as 
much as $10,000 . \Vl1y we.te no pre
cautions tal{en to gu[trcl those mails? 

Beside3, Sir, tl1ere are inercl1a11ts 

tl1ere \Vanti:1g· to g·et on to St. Jol111's, 
a11d tl1ey find it ~n1possil) le; tl1e roa.d 
is not clear. I asl\:, \vl1y is not lVI:il

lerto\vn Jt1ncticn n1a6~e 21, i.:;lace \Vl1e :e 
mails sl1oulcl be clropr)ed and tn~!ren 

by tl1e n1ail1na11 witl1 a tea111 of clogs? 

Why was not tl1at do11e? It \Vas Ciuite 
feasible. Tl1at telegrarr1 I have 
referred to ,-vas sent l)y tl1e leading 

of l)otl1 men of Bonne Ba v. ine11 
~ . 

political parties. I am sl1re tl1ey "\YOllld_ 

not do it if t11ere \Vere no reason. 

Bonne Bay is a IJlace tl1~ t deser,/es 
t11e consideratio11 of tl1e CovTer11n~e11t. 

I P'~es ume tl1e G-over11n1en t is a -.vare 
tl1a.t it pa31 s in $8,000 a yTea.r i11 rev
enue~ and tl1at in tl1e t\vo ino11tl1s ()f 

the 11erring· fisl1ery a.lone $100,000 is 
,distributed tl1ere, ancl its lobste~· 

fisheries are tl1e largest in tl1e islancl. 
Now, l\!Ir. Speal{er, I consider it i11v 

~ 

duty to bring tl1is inatter before tl1e 
House; if tl1e Gover11111ent 11a,~e l)ee11 
slack in deali11g· witl1 jt, tl1ey sl1ot1ld 

novv give it 'im1nediate atte11tio11 . I 
notice i11 to-da:>r's Telegra1n a long 
article on t11e san1e st1bject. I-Io;,ve;'1er, 

• 
I 11ai.T2 not go.j_ 111) \"v=.t11 tl1e intentio11 
of delayi11g t l12 I--Iol1se at t11is late 
11our; but i co11sider it to 1Je my d1ity 
to br'ing t11e matter up. 

HOt~. COLON!AL SECRETAR'l.·-

Mr. Spefl.J{et, I sl1ould like to say that 
tl1e first inti:11a ti on I had of any 
sefious c1istt1rbance in the mails vvas 
tl1e n1essage p111)lisl10d in tl1e E,.v-ening 
Teleg·ra111, in v1l icl1 it vvas stated 
tl1at no mail \vas receivedr at Bonne 
Bay in tl1e n1on hs of F.ebruary anr1 
.r 1a.rcl1. I a~ once tele1)l1011ed tl1e 

Postmaster G-e11eral and asl{ecl £.or a 
reuort. The i1ext day I received a 

~ 

letter fro~ 11im stati11g. tl1at mails had 
bee11 dis1)atcl1ed eacl1 'veelr aI1d been 
receiv·ed in Bonne Ba.y, witl1 tl1e dates 
of disnatcl1 and arrival. I se11t tl1at 

~ 

report to tl1e papers Next day anotl1er 
despatch V\ras recei.,,v.,.ed fron1 Bonne 
Ba:,yr repeati11g tl1e state1ne11t, a11d se11t 

f)y the sa,n1e persons. I co11ld i1ot 

u11derstand tl1is, and se11t to tl1e P. 
• J_ • 

l\tl. G for a ft1rtl1er exp1a11aL1011. Ile 

said lie 11ac1 rece~1/e:.l a telegran1 ~ro1n 
tl1e Postmaste· ~" at Bon11e Bay stating 
that tl1e mails '7ile~"e re~eived eacl1 
\~reel-( as se11t. In tl1e ·face of tl1is it 
see11_ 8 e::-~tr2.ordina~r.f tl1at tl~eso gen-

tlen1e11. sl1ot.1ld se:"' d these two tele
g·ra1ns, a11cl I a111 u11able to gi-v·e a11)~ 

ex:pla11ation of tl1e ·ti:scre11a11cy. '1Vitl1 

regard to ti1e 111a:_s being left u111)1 o
tected at Deer La.l{e, tl1is is 111y first 
i11tin1at:'..on o~, it, a.nd ::.t sl1a11 be looked 

i11to. 
('/! R. CLt\PP.-!f you doubt it read 

tl1e Telegran1. 
HON. CO QN;AL SECRETP.RY.-

Is tl1at y~our f!rst intimation of it? 
MR. CLPtP0.--Y~es. 

HO 1. COLO .. IAL SECRETARY.·-

I ·\r..rill 11a·ve it i11ql1ired into. 

l\/IR. CLAPP.-! 11ad a 
postec1 from FlO\'\rer's 
by the post mark tl1at 

Cove 
it 

petition 

sl1owi11g 
took six 
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weel{s to g·et 11ere. Tl1e Reids passed 
a mail by and allowed it to remain. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.

V\Titl1 regard to the statement 0~1 my 
11on. friend that mails could 11ave 
been sent some other way, I can only 
s:i.y that tl1e Government must rely 
on the P. l\1. G. It 11as been impossible 
to get tl1e mails over tl1e Topsails. 
However, it is expected that the line 
will be clear shortly, and an express 
will go out i)robably on Sunday. All 
the Government could' do has been 
cone. 

... ,.RT. HON. THE PRIME rJllNISTER. 

-Mr. Spealcer, I s_hould like to add 
one word to vvl1at has been said by 
tl1e Hon. Colonial Secretary. As far 
as tl1e Government is concerned, the 
publication in the press was the first 
i11timation \Ve 11ad. As regards the 
system f ollow~d, it is . tl1e same that 
i1as existed for a g·reat number of 
years, a11d tl1e trouble we have had 
is tl1e result of abnormal conditions. 
I 11a ve tl1e hig·l1est reg·ard for tl1e 
g·entlemen that sent tl1ese· lette1I'S to 
tl1e papers, and I can11ot doubt that 
a great deal of wl1at they say is de-
serving· of consideration. But of 

course people very 0:1ten are misin
forn1ed. Here is one statement that 
of course the House will not agree 
with. They say, "There is not a single 
department of the public service as we 
k11ow it in Bonne Bay tl1at gives any
tl1ing· lil{e satisfaction to the people for 
wl1ose con·venience it is supposed to 
be conducted, and our c.ase has never 
been co11clusively put bef•ore the 
I-Iouse of Assembly in tl1is or in any 
l)receding session." Tl1e hon. me111ber 
will 11ardly ag·ree wlth that, I am sure) 
e\Te·n if it \Vere sent by the P1rime 
Mi11ister of England. However, lVIr. 
Speal{er, it will always be· the willing 
duty of the House and the Govern
ment to tal-te into consideration every 
sl1cl1 g·rie\ra11ce ¥Ti tl1 a view to giving 

.it every possible redress. 
In supporting tl1e motion to adjourn 

I should like to say a word or two ex
pressive of the sympatl1y of tl1e le;gis
lature in the awful catastr,opl1e· wl1ich 
has paralyzed two hemispl1eres in the 
sinking of· tl1e ste1amship 1 Titanic. We 
11ad hardly ceased rejoicing in the 
safe ret11rn of our own thousands of 
fishermen from their perilous pur
suits at the ice-fields, wl1en the wire
less flashed to us from the ocean, 
three hundred iniles away, the appal
ling marine disaster which overtook 
the Titanic, the leviathan of the 
ocean, a fe\v days ago. Histcry ha:s 
110 parallel to such an avvful human 
holocaust, containing as it does all 
the elements of a great hu1nan trag
edy. What a commentary on ithe un
certainty of all hun1an affairs, and 
how in1potent we are in altering those 
great eternal laws which govern and 
influence tl1e world. 

I-Iere we 11ave a great monster ice
berg, born and cradled amidst the 
eternal sno\vs of rt.he Arctic regions, 
sailing majestically down from its 
home in the north to the southern 
seas. The Titanic leaves its cradle 
on her maiden voyage, with all the 
hope and buoyancy of childhood and 
youth, a staunch and strong and starte
ly ship, built to laugh at all disaster, 
to wrestle 'lNith the whirlwind and the 
storrn, vfith every prospect of a brigl1t 

' 
a11d useful future, \V'l1en lo! wl1en least 
e::(~ected, right in its path lies this 
apparently useless, i:1ert mass of ice. 
A crash, a roar, and tl1e human freight 
on bcarc1 tl1e rrit ailiC are buried fa·th
oras deep. 

vVe ar8 tco near t l1i:; awful, appall
ing catastrspl10 t o measure a11d ap-
1'.)reciate fully its terrible character. It 
is of the class which affords no ele
ment of consolation; except, indeed, 
it be that \vhen the ship ·was in peril, 
those in charge, a British Captain and 
a British crew, sustained the best tra-
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ditions of. the Empire, and went down 
with the ship, giving their place in the 
boats rto those entrusted to their care. 
There is nothing the· British race so 
profoundly admire as a noble deed. It 
is 

"Theirs not to reason why, 
Their but to do and die." 

The distilling of this small medium 
of consolation, whilst it - will not go 
far to assuage rthe thousands of broken 
hearts who, on two continents to-day, 
mourn their cherished dead; those 
who, in taking to the boats, left be
hind them to certain deaith on the 
deck of their ill-fated home, the "near
er ones, still, and the dearer ones;" 
yet it is somthing to know that the 
best rtraditions of the race have been 
maintained, and that in this disaster, 
what the Empire expects every citi
zen to do has been done, namely-to 
remain at his post and do his duty. 
That is what is expected of all of us, 
no matter in what position we may 
serve, and let us so train ourselves 
that, should we ever be placed in such 
a position, we shall be ready for the 
emergency and die like men. 

We can only give expression of the 
sympathy of this country rto those who 
have met their death, and to the 
countries that they called their homes. 

MR. KENT.-Mr. Speaker, I join 
with the Rt. Hon. rthe Prime Minister 
in expressing sympathy with the vic
tims of the awful tragedy that has 
been enacted in mid-ocean, the news 
of which has been flashed to our 
shores by wireless telegraph. On 
Monday morning, when the news was 
firsrt circulated, those who heard it 
were at first shocked at the awful 
possibilities which it opened up in 
the terrible loss of life which had 
most likely taken place. Then follovv
ed the hope that the same medium 
which had flashed the news to ithe 
shore, had conveyed the intelligence 
to other ships and brought them to 
the rescue, saving the passengers and 

crew from the awful death which 
faced tl1em. Later still rthis hope was 
almost entirely destroyed, for it is now 

, 

clear, from the information which has 
been received, that the victims will 
number in the vicinity of 1,200 or 
1,400 people. True, there is a cei:itain 
amount of consolation to be obtained 
in the fact . that some survive, for if 
this tragedy had happened about fif
teen years ago, the steamer would 
have added to rthe list of those which 
had left port and were never after
wards heard of, and probably the 
whole of her crew and passengers 
would have been lost. The whole 
world is expressing its sympathy for 
the victims of the disasrter. The ship 
left port with all the pomp and page
anrtry of the triumph of science, and 
skill, hoping to establish a record in 
communication between the two 
worlds. But all the pomp and glory 
have been dashed down by the in
scrutable decree of Him, who rules 
over all human affairs. We have to 
bow to these decrees, no matter how 
much suffering and loss they may 
enrtail. As I have said, the circum
stances are somewhat alleviated by 
the fact that some survivors are left 
to tell the story, and I think the de
tails of thart story will be such as will 
only add another link to the chain of 
heroism of the British seamen when 
called upon to meet danger. The sur
vivors of the ship are the weak ones
showing that the cre"\v and the strong
er passengers willingly gave up to 
them the first opportunities of safety. 
I wish to join my sym,pathy with 
that of the Prime Minister, and ex
press the very great regret with which 
we have all heard of this terrible dis
aster. 

It was moved' and seconded th.at 
wh:e·n the House rises it adjourn until 
to-morrow, Thu·rsday, April 18th, at 
two-thirty o'clock in the afternoon. 

The House then adjourned ac:cord
ingly. 
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THURSD~L\. Y, April 18th. 
The House met <:'.. t ha1f1-past two in 

tl1e afternoon, pu~ s J.ant to adjourn
ment. 

HON. COLONIAL S·ECRETARY laid 
011 the table of tl1e House the Reports 
of the Public Schools of Newfound
lan·d under Roman Catholic Boards 
fo·r the year ended Dec. 31st, 1911. 

MR. GOODISON.-Ivir. Speal{er, I 
beg leave to present a petition from 
the inhabitants of Carbonear, signed 
by a large number of electors of tl1at 
district, praying that Merchant's Hr. 
be made a regular port of call by the 
mail boat. Tl1ey point out that this 
place has over 100 fishermen · employ
ed at their annual avocations there, 
and at present ithey 11ave to go to 
Francis Hr. for mails and freight and 
passages have to be booked from that 
place, vvhich is a great inconvenience. 
I have much pleasure in suporting the 
prayer of the petition, and I ask that 
it be received and referred to the De
partment of the Colonial Secretary. 

MR. CLAPP asked the Hon. Colon
ial Secretary to lay on the table of 
the House a statement showi11g all 
sums of money paid to o.r through Mr. 
F. D. Scoitt, of the district of Fogo, 
during the year 1911, on accot1nt of 
Public Charities. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
Mr. Speaker, in reply I beg to say 
that no amounts were paid to or 
throt1gh Mr. F. D. Scott during 1911, 
on account of Public Charities. 

CLOSING CEREMONY. 
At tl1ree of rthe clock the Gentle

man Usher of the Black Rod appeared 
at the Bar of the House with a mes
sage from !-Iis Excellency the Go-v-er
nor, co1nmanding the attendance of 
the House in the Council Chamber. 

Accordingly, Mr. Spealrer and the 
House atitended upon His Excellency 
in the Council Chamber. 

Mr. Speaker at the Bar of the 
Chamber addressed His Excellency as 
follows: 

"May it please Your Excellency,-
"The House .of A_ssembly have vot

ed the S11pply required to enable the 
Government to defray the expenses of 
the public service. 

"In the name of rthe House of ... .\.s
sem bly, I present the follo\ving Bills 
for Your Excellency's assent." 

An Act for granting to His Maj-
e.sty certain sums of money towards 
defraying certain expenses of tl1e Pub
lic Service for the f.inancial years end
ing, ·resp·ectively, the 30th day of· June 
1912, and the 30th day of June, 1913, 
and fo1r other purposes relating to the 
Public Serv.ice. 

An Act respecting Certain Retiring 
Allo·wances. 

An Act furthe·r· to amend "The Re
venue Act, 1905." 

An Act further to amend ··The· Edu
cation Act, 1903." 

An Act res1pecting· tl1e Treatment 
and Pir·evention of Tuberculosis. 

An Act to provide for Rais.ing o~ 

a Sum of' Money by Lioan for tl1e Ex
tension oD the Railwty system of the 
Colony. 

An Act to provide for the Raising 
by the Sale of De·benture Bonds of a 
Sum of Money for the Publl.c Service 
o.f the Colony. 

An Act for tl1e Ap1propriation oj 
Private L,ands. fo!r: certa.in Public Pur
poses. 

An Act respecting1 Copy1right. 

An Act to a.mend "The Boiler In
spection Act, 1899. '' 

An Act to amend "Tl1e Customs Act, 
1898." 

An Act to amend Chapte·r 102 of 
·the Consolid:tted Statutes,entitled "Of 
\7\Tetghts and Measures and the Inspec
tion of Lum}Jer." 

An Act to amend tl1e Act 10 Edward 
VII., Cap. 4. 

An Act to amend the Act 2 Edward 
IV., Cap. 14, entitled "An Act Re-
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specting tb e Control and Manageme·nt 
of the Har bour o.; Grand Bank.'' 

An Act to arr_end Chapter 120 of 
the Consolidated Statutes (Secondl 
Series) entitled "Of Harbo·r Master 
.and Harbor Regula;tions. for the· Po1rt 
of St. John's." 

An Act furthe.1r to amend "Th~ Mu
niclpal Act, 1912." 

An Act ~urthe·r to amend "The El
ection Act, 1899." 

An Act ·respecting the 
ment of a Pulp and P.aper Industry at 
Dee1r· Lake. 

His Excellency was then pleased to 
make tl1e following Speech to both 
Branches of the Legislature. 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE. 
M·r. President and Honourable Gentlea 

men of the Legislative Council: 

1'11 r. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
Honourable House of Assembly: 

It affords ine much pleasure to be 
able to termin.ate the session i11 so 
·comparati-vely short a time. "I'he sub
stantial vclume of business transact
ed by yol1 attests your diligence and 
yct1r l\:een desire to pro1ncite the g·en
eral \velfare of the Colon:yy by the 
measures YOll have considered. 

The enactme11t for the prever1tion 
of Tuberculosis is one which) I am 
sure, \Vill te vvarmly ·vl·3lcon1ed by 1:-he 
_people, since it folloV\·s the example 
c f the most ad·vanced nations of the 
,~vorld in mal\:ing the co11servation of 
t11e public h ealth a duty directly un
dertaken by the State. 

The Bill to Encc:t1rage the Establish
ment of Pul1J and Paper Mills at Deer 
Lal{e affords a prospect of anoither 
important industrial enterprise am
ongst us, and I trust it may scon be 
cur geed fortune to see other similar 
prcjects inaugurated here. 

Mr. epeah:er· and Gentlemen of the 

Hon-::urable House of Assembly: 

I thank you for the liberal supplies 
you have made for the public service. 

• 

They shall be expended with careful 
regard to economy. 

Mir. President and Honourable Gentle~ 
men of the Legislative ·council: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
Honourable House of Assembly: 

His Majesty has recer1tly appointed 
a Commission rto enquire into the pos
sibilities of inter-Imperial trade, upon 
V{hich this Colony is represented, and 
it is probable that we inay have a 
visit from the Commission in the near 
future, in pursuance of the conduct 
of the investigation entrusted to 
them. 

It appears to me fitting to take this 
opportunity of expressing my deep 
grief, sl1ared, I am sure, by both 
Houses of Parliament, ai1d by all 'vhom 
they ,rep·resent,a~ the International dis
aster which has befallen the English 
speaking races of both the Eastern 
and Western 11emispheres by tl1e loss 
of the \Vhite Star steamer Titanic, 
\Vhich has resulted in a loss of life 
probably unparalleled in Maritime 
11istory. I desire on your bel1alf as 

• 

well as on my own to extend the un-
bou11ded sympathy of N ewfou11dl~tn(i 
to all who are mourning for those dear 
to them. 

In relieving you now of your 
sessior1al d11ties, I desire to congra
tl1late you on the continued prosper
ity of tl1e Colony, and earnestly pray 
ithat the blessings of Provide11ce may 
a ssist it to still further ·prosperity in 
the future. 

After which the Honourable the 
President of the Legislative Council, 
by command of His Excellency the 
Governor, said:-
n Gentlemen: 

" It is His Excellency's Will and 
"Pleasure that this General Assemb
" ly be prorogued until Thursday, the 
" Eighteentl1 day of July nex1t, then 
" and here to be holden; and this Gen
" eral Assembly stands prorogued ac
" cordingly." 
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PROCEEDINtiS . 
OF THE 

LEtiISLATIVE COUNCIL OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 
. . 

SESSION -1912 

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 14th, 1912. 

This being the day appointed by pro
clamation for the meeting of the Legis-, 

lature, at three o'clock p.m. His Excel-
lency the Governor, Sir Ralph Champ
neys Williams,K.C.M.G., having arrived 
at the Council Chamber, and being 
seated on the Throne, commanded the 
G-entleman Usher of the Black Rod, 
thrcugh the Honcurable the President 
of the Legislative Council to let it.he 
Commons House of Assembly know, 
"It _is His Excellency's pleasure they 
attend him immedia1tely at this House." 
vVho being come with their Speaker, 
His Excellency vvas pleased to speak 
as follows: -

(Speech appears in first part of rt.his 
volt1n1e.) 

The Honourable the President re
ported His Excellency's Speech, and 
the ean1e was read by the Clerk. 

MOTION FOR ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
HON. W. C. JOB.-I beg to propose 

that a select committee be appointed 
to draft an address in reply to His Ex
cellency's speech delivered at the open
ing bf tfhe present session of the Leg
islature, but before doing so would 
like to congratulate the gentleman who 
has been elevated to the Presidency of 
this Council. I have been fortunate in 

being associated with him for some 
years in business operations and in the 
Council of the Board of Trade, and I 
can testify to his ability to carry on 
the work laid down by our la;te Presi
dent. From my own personal know
ledge .and from the esteem in which 
he is held by the community, I am con,. 
fident that he wi11 preside ove·r the de
liberations of the Council with impar
tiality, dign'ity an-d courtesy. I cannot 
but feel regret rthat our late President, 
Sir E. D. Shea, who has presided so 
acceptably for over a quarter of a cen
tury, has retired from the active work 
of the Council, but we all, I feel sure, 
learn with much pleasure that he will 
remain a member of the Council, and 
that we shall have the advantage of 
his· experience and ability. The great 
loss this Council has sustained through 
the death of the late Hon. D. J. Gree11e, 
K.C., has been already referred to at 
length, and I have nothing to say ex
ceprt to add my appreciation of what 
has been said as to his good qualities. 
His eminent qualities specially show
ed to advantage in discharge of his 
duties in this House, and w·e shall miss 
his kindly wit and manly criticism. His 
place has been filled by Hon. P. T. Mc
Grath, a gent1leman whose long journ8,l
istic career and large acquaintance 
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vvith public affairs should make him a 
decided acquisition ito the debating 
povver of the Council, and he will, no 
doubt, be heartily welcomed by hon. 
members. 

In the speech you have just heard 
read His Excellency has been pleased 
to refer to the Coronation and the Im
perial Conife,rence. The former was no 
doubt the most important evenit of the 
year and was carried out with support 
from every ruler of the earth in a bril
liant man11er. It is satisfactory to 
note ,that Newfoundland did her part 
both in London and all over the island 
and I am safe in saying· that in no part 
:;f the Empire have their Majesties 
more loyal subjects than in N e-.-.:r

foundland. The Imperial . Conferene;e 
which found this Colony well repre
sented, no doubt hasitened the day 
when all territories co11nected with the 
British Crown would agree to work 
together for the benefit of all. As a 
further result of this Conference a 

· · Royal Commission has been appoinited 
~o investigate the national resou1 ~ ;s 
and improvement of the trade of the 
Empire, and it is gratifying to learn 
that this Colony will be represented. 

The reference in rthe Speech to the 
fight against the Great White Plague,is 
most opportune, and we are now all 
aware that tlhis matter is of most vital 
importance to ithe welfare of the Col
ony. The campaign against this dread 
evil was gallantly started by the A.P. 
C. at a time when the disease was not 

·only rampant, but little undersitood b-y 
our people and noble \\Tork has been 
done. I consider it right and proper 
that the Government should now take 
the matter ·up and on the principle 
thart "a stitch in time saves nine," car
'"Y out a vigorous policy and stamp out 
the disease. It must be encouraging 
to Hon. John Harvey, Dr. Wakefield 
and their helpers to note that the last 
two years show a decrease in death 

· rate from th'is enern.y, but the r'eal 
value will no doubt accrue to future 

generations and children yet unborn 
will reap the benefit of this unselfish 
work. The generosity of the 1\'I essr8. 
Reid at it.his time is singularly op1)or
tune, and puts the Government in a 
position to act e·ffectively. This m.uni· 
ficent gift wins the gratitude of all 
classes of the community. All that is 
wanted is for the people all over Ll1e 
island to assist the authorities ~n Jeal
ing with this scourge. 

The reference in the speech to ihe 
Festival of Empire is a very happy ·:::>ne. 

-
Our pariticipation in this affair wa,s an 
honest effort on the part of Sir Ed"'ard 
Morris and the, public committee to 
bring the Colony before the b11sines'3 
world of the Empire. The old platitude 
that "it pays rto advertise" holds good 
in the present case, and we shall no 
doubt reap good benefit in the ~ut11re 
from the results of this effort. lVI r. 
Joseph Outerbridge, Mr. J. P. Ho\vley 
and Mr. Seymour deserve the tl1ani{S 
of ithe whole community for their .ef
forts made to bring before the Em
pire our industries both active and dor
mant. It is claimed by some that the 
shale oil industry, about which many 
are so hopeful, was the result of the ex
pendi1ture of this money and time. 

The branch railway policy is evident
ly being carried out vigorously by the 
Government an,d is. very clearly a,. boon 
to those whose territories are fortun
ate enough to be traversed thereby. 
The advantage generally is beyond dis
cussion and it only appears ito be a 
ques1tion as to hovv many mile·s we can 
afford to build. To my mind t1he chang
ing of the contract which necessitated 
the Government operating the line 
themselves was a good stroke of busi
ness for the Colony and I cannot help 
feeling thait had the Government been 
compelled to operate, it would have 
been a ruinous. affair. Mess,rs. Reld are 
evidently carrying out their building 
contracts in their usual thorough style, 
and the beauty of the track from Clar
enville ito Bonavista was much admir-



, 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 5. 

ed by many who were fortunate 
enough to be present on the occasion 
of the opening of this line. The 

. buiding of rolling stock i11 the country 
means extra employment, in addition 
to which the itraining of many appren
tices in their machine ships gives new 
craftsmen to Newfoundland. 

Telegraph extension has not 
neglected, and it appears that 
miles of line has been built 

been 
150 

from 
Bonne Bay north. This annihilat1or of 
space is of course an immense benefirt 
to men in this far-a way territory, and 
is conducive to more trade and settle
ment in these parts. It is hoped that 
the Government in the future will b·e 
able to circle the whole coast. The 
wireless system was again found to be 
of great value on the Labrador during 
the fishery there, and it is to be hoped 
that further e~tensions in this direc
tion will take place. The telephone in 
most parts of .the civilized globe is now 
looked upon as a necessity and if an 
efficient system can be introduced 
here it must be of greait value as a 
time-saver. 

Reference to Old Age Pensions is 
gratifying and it must be a selfish man 
indeed who w'ill not ,delight to see this 
scheme put on a sound basis; and I 
hope that until every aged person who 
needs help is provided for, no efforrts 
will be relaxed. His Excellency has 
been pleased to refer to the pension of 
teachers, and it is suggested to place 
them on the same level as ordinary civ
il s~rvant1s. The future of Newfound
lp,nd depends upon the efficiency and 
intelligence of the masses, and when 
we come to rt.hink that there are still 
people in this country who are unable 
to read and write, we must realize that 
educational maters have not been at
tended to in the past as rthey should 
have been. The present Government 
are evidently face to face with the fact 
that the te~ching profession is not pop
ular and realize that a special effort 
must be made at once. The records 
show that in the past the teachers 

ba ve not remained any length of time 
in their situation and have apparently 
made the teaching profession a step
ping stone to other things. The pres
ent at~empt to popularize thie· situation 
by helping the teache,rs' pension 
scheme, is a wise one, and we hope 
will will have the desired effect. $200 
does not seem a very large sum for 
mer1 \Vl1.o have spent the best part of 
their lives in a most tedious occupa
tion,and in many c·ases away from the 
c:rdinary conveniences and refinements 
of life. I am of opinion that if i1t is 
possible a little more attention ought 
to be paid to the training of the teac.h
er, so that ithe training may be re
flected upon the future generation. I 
cannot 11elp saying that I am of o·pin· 
io11 that the pre·se11t disjointed system· 
of sectarian education is not co·n
ducive to putti11g future generations · 
in a position to compete with those 
of the · neighbouring nations, when 
one realise \vhat a general system of 
education has done for people in rthe 
United States, and, indeed, I think it 
has been more or less responsible for ' 
their great success. This ·was clearly 
seen by legislators here in the past, 
and there is, of course an Act on the 
Staitute Book making it possible for 
different religio11s in the outharbors to 
combine and subscribe sufficient 
money to pay for a good teacher, but 
unfortunately the Act appears to be 1 

unworkable, though I hope thait the . 
day is not far off when an attempt will 
be made to introduce something of a 
more workable nature. 

I 

The fishing class should be inter
ested to see that a special effort is 
being made to increase rthe lobster fish
ery by the preserving of seed lobsters. 
The lines upon which the matter is 
going to be conducted are those upon 
which our Canadian and American 
neighbours have been successful. · 
There will be no experiment in the 
matter, and if the scheme is faithfully 
carried out, success is assured. TJi.e ~ 
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canned value of ithis article is no less 
than $18.00 per case, as against $4.50 
per case when the industry was start
ed some 30 years ago. The prospect of 
higher values for their export fresh is 
good, so that -it is clearly worth while 
for the Government to use a special 
efforrt in preserving the fishery. The 
reference to agriculture cannot but in
terest everyone, and it is to be hoped 
that the stimulus given to this great 
occupation will continue to bear fruit. 
The figures from the agricultural de
partment showing progress made, will 
be awairted with interest. The erection 
of a new Lunatic A.sylum and a Poor 
Asylum appears to have been of neces
sity, and their erection alo:rag modern 
lines will no doubt be desired by the 
whole community. The poor house is 
especia.Ily needed. All these advant
ages are very comforting, and person
ally I should like to see more generous 
pension schemes and telephones and 
telegraphs everywhere, but these lux-

- -
uries can only be main1tained at con-
siderable cost, and it is the duty of ev
ery man in the Island to do what he 
can towards keeping the earning pow
er of Newfoundland up to a high 
level. 

The past few years have undoubted
ly been very prosperous, and the 
wages of men engage(1_ in fishing, lum
bering, railway building and manufac
turing have been higher than was ever 
known before; and it is the duty of the 
people of these two Houses to do all 
they can to see that the same scale is 
maintained; otherwise the most seri
ous thing that can happen to New
foun~land will occur-her young peo
ple will leave her, as the attractions 
o~tside are great. How, Sir, can the 
present earning power of the people 
be maintained? Firstly, we have the 
price of fish. Some years ago it had 
been down rto $4.00, or even lower, but 
what should be aimed at is to keep it 
at a six-dollar level. The $4.00 price 
for many years was thought to be what 

was called fair value. · It may have 
been all right in days that are past, 
but the req uiremenits of Newfoundland
ers have increased; a few $4.00 years 
for the fishing classes would mean de
population, unless catches were very 
large everywhere. That there is al
ways a danger of this $4.00 price would 
be idle to deny, as a very large fishery 
might bring it about if it occurred at 
a time when our competitors had also 
a large catch to market. His Excel
lency remarks that the cause of the 
very high prices for fish the past sea
son, was the short catch of our com
petitors, to which I agree, but it must 
further be added that an unusual and 
unexpected demand came from Bahia 
and other parts of Brazil at the end of 
October, to which market a larger pro
portion of the catch rthan usual has 
gone, and without which welcome aid 

- the present high price .could not have 
been obtained. This was the real 
cause of the advance. There is a gen
eral impression that the -r4 e"\\·found
land shipper wants to keep rthe pricG 
low, but this is quite incorrect. The 
commission that he aims at making 
for moving the crop of fish is more 
easily made at $6.00 than when it is 
low, and the general prosperity to rthe 
merchants' establishments when the 
fish is high is very· apparent. The nor
mal catch of cod for this Island we 
might put down for 1,300,000, while the 
largest of recent years appears to 
11ave been 1,700,000, so that if we take 
1,500,000 as a· figure,and we sho·uld a ·s
pire to it;it appears that the differ·ence 
between the $6.00 and the $4.00 level 
means no less than $3,000,000 extra 
divided broadcast all over the Island. 
This amount is surely worth taking a 
lirttle trouble about, and all classes 
hould do their utmost to . bring it about 
and make it one of the burning ques
tions of the day amongst politicians, 
as well as fishermen and merchants. 
All would share in the benefit, the gro-

er, 1the blacksmith, the clergy, the law-

• 



yer and the newspaper man would all 
get a good slice, and even the merch
ant a.Jso ''Tould get a few crumbs ai::ter 

... 

tlle rest are satisfied . Personally, I 
do not fear a reversion to the old $4.00 
price, as the improved means of com
munication between this country and 
our markets, the better means of dis
tribution in all 'the foreign markets, 
where railways have increased as they 
have in this Isla11d, both assist to ithe 
better consumption, and the shipping 
of our fish in packages instead of in 
bulk1 also means that we can market 
a bigger catch than in the days gone 
by. 

Governments in rthe past have left 
the shippers of fish to look after the 
marl{ets and have not assisted as they 
i11ight have done in helping the trader 
to find new outlets for his produce, but 
since Sir Edward Morris has been in 
charge of rthe Government he has been 
enthusiastic on this subject, and the 
formation of the Board of Trade was 
greatly assisted by him. The Govern
ment's appointment of Mr. Hawes as 
T-rade Commissioner in Spain was a 
splendid move for trade, and his pres
ence in this markeit has already shown 
what can be done in the way of con
sum-ption and the satisfactory realiza
tions are indicative of what a little en
terprise in this direction could do. The 
Government has· fu~ther appointed Mr. 
H11gh LeMessurier in Italy, where a 
like result we are hoping will occur. 
The Government, ori the recommenda
tion of the Board of Trade, likewise 
appointed Mr. Arthur Dallas in Brazil, 
but, unfortunately, before he had prop; 
erly got to work he died, so that for 
rthe present nothing is being done in 
this market. It is the untried markets 
of the world that I would like to see 
enterprised, and the very best man 
in this country should be employed by 
the Governmen1t to travel to one or 
two places and personally experiment 
in the sale of fish and try to get a 
further outlet, as I am convtnced that 

• 

7 

if these high prices are maintained, we 
shall increase the num·ber of fishermen 
and consequently some day may be 
face to fac~ with a 2,000,000 quintal 
catch to market. 

Direct steam was employed more re
gularly again this year to our Euro
pean marl{ets, and it is some satisfac-
1tion to know that this has all been 
brought about without any Govern
ment subsidy, and when we consider 
that the Halifax merchants for years 
have had their steamers subsidized 
by 1the Gov ... ernment, it i~ a tribute to 
the merchants of this trade that such 

• 
has been ·unnecessary so far. I am of 
opinion, however, that a line to the 
West Indies would be of great advant
age, and I think the Government 
should offer some small subsidy in rtlie 
hope that some steamship company 
would take up this regular service be
tween fish consuming ports and this 
Island, so that we might have another 
safety valve in case of need. There 
are other outlets rthat we can provide 
and that will :O.elp to take away the 
strain. To · begin with, the demand 
from the States,, as evidenced this 
year, is likely to be a large one, and 
irt is a matter of gratification to note 
that over 32,000 quintals were sold to 
these markets this year at from 2%, 
to 3c. per pound. I cannot help feeling 
that the labor, manufacturing, and pro
cessing of this fish should be accom
plished here and thart we should strive 
to get the duty, at present against us, 
r3moved in this market, so that we· 
could supply the consumers direct our
selves. Cold storage is close at hand 
also, which will help us ourt. A more 
efficient system of procuring statistics 
for the trade is very necessary, and 
t:he prompt publishing of the same will 
help very much in keeping up prices. · 
The Board of Trade propose to make 
further efforts to have this great ad
vanrtage gained. 

One of the· greatest 
this country h.as known 

industries 
requi.res 
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serious atten.tion. 
Labrador fishe·ry. 

I refer to the 
The catches dur-

ing the past . two years have been very 
, s·mall and . the number of men fish

in,g los·t s.easo·n w.as also· very s.mall, 
many fine scho·oners being unable to 
go . fishing on account of l1a ving no 
crews and many large -fis.hing estab
.lishments fro·m · Battle Harbor to 
Cape Harrigan weT·e de·se.rted. Some 
fi'sh~rmen say the · price is too uncer-
tain and others d·o no ~ find it too 
easy · to ·get to their destination. In 
addition to this., the method of fixing 
the cur1rent Lab.r 1a:dor pr'ice is mos:t 
u111satisfacto.r·y to both buyer and sel
ler. The scarcity of bait is ano~,her 
great drawback, but this might be 
got ove.r. I have not time to go in
to th'is matte·r to-day, but I would 
like to see these two Houses use 
their best abili.ty to deal with this 
impo·rta.n t ind u.stry and so encou.rage 
the _ bone .and sinew of the country to 
follow up this fishery, instea.d of go
ing a way to dig co·a1 and adopt other 
pursuits· which he cares less abo·ut. 
In concltisidn, Str, I h.a ve· ·much p1eas
ur:e in movin)g the appointment of a 
Select Committee to ·draft an Address 
in /Reply to the· Spee·ch fro·m thie 
Throne, graciously ·deliv·ered by His 
Excellency this afternoo·n. 

HON. MR. ANGEL rose to sec·ond 
the motion, but. before doin.g so wis1h
ed to co.ngratulate Hon. M·r. Harris, 

· who had · been ap.pointed to f'ill the 
President's chair, made va~cant by the 
retirement of Sir E. D. Shea, who for 
25 years ha·d, with dignity and grace, 
p,res'ided ov,er the Council. The 
lon,g expe.rience of Hon. Mr. Harris, 
his · ability, tact, keen judgment and 
knowledg.e o·f things in gener.al · 
w-0uld be of great a.ssistance and he · 
(Mr. Angel) had no do·ubt but he 
would be 
tion. He 

an orn,ament to the posi
r·egretted th·e· ,retiremen.t of . 

Sir Edward Shea, whic1h haid been 
b.rought about by the wei.ght of 
y.ears, b·ut was glad to lear·n that the 
Cour1cil would sttll have the benefit . 
of his experience and knowle.dge from , 
time to time. He congratu a .. ed 
Hon. P. T. McG.rath on his appoint
ment to the Chamb·e·r, as his know
ledge of thi.n1gs g·eneral and i1r1medi
ate grasp of all public ma ~ters would 
be o.f g.reat assistance to de·cisions of 
the Council. Mr. McGrath's r·ecord ais 
a journalist, was widely known, he 
having cli.mbed the journalistic lad
der through persistence and in ~ egrity, 

and the success thus attained would 
no doubt be duplicated a.s a legisla
tor. It appeared to him · (Hon. Mr. 
A.) that after what had been said 

-
by the proposer, it was almost un-
necessary for him to say more. Hon. 
Mr. Job had go·ne fully into the 
speech, paragraph by parag.raph, an·d 
presented a picture of the con1dition 
of affairs in thi.s Colony ·in a manner 
that le.ft little to be said. He ha.d 
s.hown what the Colony had done, 
what it was ·do'ing, and what was pos- . 
si.ble for it to do. M,r. Job had 
spoken with a knowledge brou;ght 
about by his extensive business con
nec·tions, and few · we.re better quali
fie·d to speak on the country's af-
fairis. He had outli.ne·d its possibili-
~'ies, showed how its business ·could 
be extended, a.nd it would be useless 
for him (Hon . . Mr. A.) to go over 
the same ground. He (Hon. M.r. A.) 
would lik!e· to make a few. remar·ks in 
referenc-e to the events whi.ch had, 
taken place since t l1e death of King 

E:dward wo y ert: s ago. Man\' moment

ous events had occurred during that 
period, the most noticeable being e 
Coronati.on of King George- and Queen · 
Mary, the Festival of Empire in 

wh'ieh this Colo·ny was represented, · 

the .appo·intment o.f a prince of the 

• 

• 
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ro·yal blood to the Governor-·Gene,ral
ship of Canada, the Imperi.a-1 Confer
ence, at which the representatives of 
the Empire beyond th·e seas were 
taken into council,and the defence of 
the E1mpire discussed which had 
neve,r been done be.fore, and at which 
immense interest was m.anifest, the 

erican market, together with 

vi,sit of King George and Queen 
Mary to Delhi, whe.re they were 
crowned Emperor and Emp1ress of In
dia . at the great Durbar. It was true 
that Victoria had been c rowned Em
p,ress · and Edwar1d Empe1ror, but it re
mained for George to consummate 
and carry out the ceremony on t ihe 
soil at Delhi, whi.ch was one of the 
great events in the histo1 y of the 
greatest empire the world ever knew. 
When we saw war, pes~fl ence and 
famine among the other nations an·d 
realize how near we were at war with 
·Germ.any we have much to be 
thankful for. We know not what 
the future may bring forth, but let 
us hope, th1-t the . pea.ce that follow
ed the reign of King Edward w'ill 
con.tinue during the reign of King 
George, and tha~ the success, the en
te.rpri.se and the undertakings of the 
great B1r'itish Empire will have the 
b1essings of God. He (Ho·n. Mr. A.) 

would pass along to that p·aragraph 
in ::he speech referring to the gener
al p.rosperity of the cou,ntry. He was 
gl 'l.d to note the Government had not 
taken full credit for it all. but attr'l
buted it to natural c.auses over which 
they had no control. Tl1is was ver·y 
wise on the part of the Government, 
as it wa.s u·sual for· Governm·ents to 
cla.im full C'r'edit for our prosperity. 
T~ get to· the root of '-he matter , tb~ 
fishery ha·d been only an a ve1rage vo)T
age, the prices were hi.gh, brought 
about by an over deman1d caused bv ' . 
the s-cant catch of our competi torri, 
the l rurge purchases made by the Ant-

grea ~ output f.fom our forests 
mines, placed the Colony in the pr:.ls
perous condition that it had never be · 

fo1 e r eac·hed. He (Hon. M1r. A.) was 
somewhat pessimistic as to the bu11c

ing of brancl1 r J. ilwa)rs , and was grati-
fied ~ o kno'v that the Gove,rnment 
11ad n.ot gone fur ther, but would 
complete the branches as outline·d · 

• 
two years ago. It wa.s a gireat satis
factio11 to him (Hon. Mr. A.) to 
know th '.l t the b1 ancl1es already com .. 
pleted had resulted in a benefit to the 
country even beyond the expec ' a
tions of tl1ose who introduced the 
m·easure. He (Hon. lVIr. A.) ha·d 
been told that the amoun ~ o.f traffic 
on the Bona vista branch was some
thin1g enorm.o·us. The wilde1 nes.s 
h~d been turned into a hive of in
dustry, and was havin.g an enlivening 
effect on the people. The·y were given 
a new life and were a.ble to step out 
into the wo rld of action from whic1h 
they had been isolated for years. He 
(Hon. M,r. A.) · had voted for the 
policy bec '.1 use ~ he people had asked 
for it, but he still had pessi1nistic 
ideas of the results of raf1way exten-
sion.. Tl1e final result remains to be 
seen. Certain i t was the Bor.i.:.t-
vista b t'anch had been a. succ2ss, but 
we mu~t wait fo·r the end, \Ve ioust 
progress, howeve,r, and we C() ·1l i not 
progr ess by 'standing still. H ~ ( B·on~ 

M1r. A.) was pleased wi ~h the inte:r·est 
be'ing· ta.ken to st1.mp out consum;p
tion and proud that we h ad peuflle i!l 

our midst who not only gave :· 11eir 
time and brain,s, but also their 
m.oney to help to stop 'its ra'vBJ1~t.~s. 

That it had such :-i. hold on the CO'fl

muni ~y was tl1e ,result of the ign >ra.nc0 
of our people, and lack of knowledg·e 
of how to prevent it. The recent glft 
of a sanitarium for ea.ch dts Ll'ict 'vas 
an indication of tr11e gener~sity. and 



' 
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the future looked hopeful. ·r lie p,res
enit period was diffe1ent from thCJ l):lSt 

when merchant pr'i~ces retire1.l fro 11 

the country with fo,rtunes '1..11'1 ·!'- ith:
out leaving a cent for any humani
tarian p·urpose. This was a ne\'1 age 

and those o·f means were only too wil

ling ~o support a cause of tl1is l\:ind. 
He (Hon. Mr. A.) ap·preciated the 
gene,rous Old Age Pe·nsi,on schem.e . 

• 
It was a step in the right direction. 
Las~ year 400 of the aged fisherm.en 
ha·d been provided fo1r, this year 400 
more would be ad·ded, and he thought 
it a good poli.cy to a.sk for a furtheJ' 
sum of $20,000 for this purpose. He 
(Hon. Mr. A.) was gratified to learn 
that a scheme had been devised 
where.by teachers could avail of pen
sions as un,der c:ivil service·,and hoped 
that a salary would be p·rovided to 
make it worth the while for the teach
er to c·ontinue at his work, and use 
it as a profession. Young men had 
taken ad vantage of the profession as 
a s ~epping stone to some othe·r posi
tion, and aba.ndoned it because of 
the small .remuneration. Some peo
ple had calle·d the teacher's life, a 
lazy one, but he (Hon. M,r. A.) 
tho11~ht. diffe.rent1y. The tea.che1r· had 
a great task to perform in moulding 
the cha,racter of the children, and he 
should be paid acc·ordingly. The mo·st 
g.ratifying of all the speec·h· contained 
he (Hon.Mr.A.) thought wais that 
the expenditure did not exceed the 
es~imates, and if it ·did there was a 
good surplus to offset the difference. 
Governments often expended la,rge 
sums on Eexcutive responsibility, and 
they came to the Legislature asking 
fo.r in,demnity. We had much tJ be 
thankful for in this maitter. He (Ho·n. 
Mr. A.) did not think muc·h more 
could be sai.d, and had great pleasu;:"\3 
in seconajng the motion that an ad
dress in reply be fo,rwarded His, f, .. ~. 

cell ency. 
The· motion passed unanim.ously. 

COMMITTEE ON ADDRES·S. 
HON. the PRESIDENT name·d the 

following Committee: Hons. J o·b, 
Angel, Harvey, Ryan, Ayre. 

~r' _Bjh.CH 011' PRESIDENT. 
HON. the PRESIDENT-Ho·n. gen.-

tlemen, I thank you for the 
congratulation.s ten1dered me, both 
publicly and privately, on my a1ppoint· 
men,t to the exalted position of P1resir
dent of this C.hamber. I feel that in 
your generosity you will overlook m,y 
shortcomi,ngs in carryin,g out the du
ties of the positio·n, especially when 
a contra.st is m.ade with the m.anner 
i.n ·which these duties were pe,rformr
ed by my predecessor-a gentlem,an 
pre-eminently qualified both in abil
ity and experirence to occupy the po
sition which he has, to the regret o.f 
every membe1r of the House, now re· 
lin,quished. I am su,re i.t is the 
hope of us all that he may still have 
many years of life before him;
ye·ars entirely free from the cares 
and resp.on.sibilities insepa,rable from 
an,y public posi ~ion. I fe·el assured 
however, that in presiding ove.r· thi,s 
Chambers in its deli-berati,ons I shall 
have the assistanc.e a,n,d co-operation 

' 
of every hono·ur·able member, and I 
am a] so con vince·d that the gentle· 
manly spi,rit which has alwa1ys been 
obse1rved in the discussion of matters 
comin o- before it will not be inte·r-

~ 

rupted. However long it m.ay please 
Providence to permit me to OCGUPY 

the position, it sb.all always be my 
aim to perpetu~te the usalges and 
tradi t'ions of the House as they have 
impressed themselves o·n my mind 
during a membership of twenty year·s. 
Perhaps I ought to stop here. Yet 
the occf-1,sion would seem to justify 
me in trespassing a. little longer on 
yo·ur patience for th·e purpose o·f 
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b1.riefly ref errin.g to the honored dead 
who oc·cupied s.ea .. s in this honor
ab·le House during thes·e full an1d 
eventful yea.rs. 'I1h.eir faces and 
forms p·ass be.fore my mind's eye to· 
day, as '\rividly as w,hen they were 

• 
here in the fullness of their manhood. 
I ag·ain hear the~r voices in antagon· 
isti.c discussion-yet seldom in a tone 
of acrimony. 0 1r ill-wi:ll. The first 
that suggests itself to me is tl1at 0 1f 
a_ gentlem,an ,whose name was for 
many years associated with the com .. 
merc·ial and Je.gislatiive life of this 
Colon:y, and whose mantle has f.allen 
on _his wo,rthy son. I mean the Hon. 
A. W. Harve·y. He it was who intro
duced m.e to this Ho·us.e in February, 
-1892. Then. the'Te is the face and 
form •)f Ill~~ deceased f.rlend, Hon. 
Mos.es Mo·nroe, on.e of the ablest and 
most la_rge-l1earted men that ever 
made this country theiir adopted 
Ql•·1ne p,)llowing him in the array 
i;._; tl1e keen 1:i1an of affairs and geni.al 
gentleman, Hon. A. M. Mackay; then 
the incisive ·debater, the wit and mas
ter of sa.rcas.m, Hon. Thomas Talbot; 
the parliamenterian and scholar, Hon. 
M. Fenelon; the friend of the mar
iner and the suc·ce.ssful agitator for 
the appointment of a Lloyds' Su,r
veyor ,Hon. Philip Cleary; and Sir Rob· 
e1rt Thorburn, who for many yea.rs 
occupied such a high place in the 
commercial life of the Colony. Com
in.g to a more recent period is the name 
of the r·ep.resentative of the sturdy 
me·n o.f the north-the men to whom 
thi.s country is. so muc·h in1debted. I 
refer to the Ho·n. Samuel Blandford. 
It is unnecessary fo.r me to sa.y any
thing respecting the two hon. gentle
men who last pas.sed from us. I ,r·e
fer to the Honourables G. T. Rendell 
and D. J ose·ph Greeene. Their worth 
and ability are too well known to 
eve1ry ho·n. member o.f th is House to 

need any endorsement fron1 · rne. 
These names pa,ss across my mind on 
this (to me at least) mem.orable oc
casion, and whilst the· y remin·d us 
that at best our term here is but a 
sihort one, still I agree wi ~h the 

poet when he· says-
"Look not mournfully into· the past, 

It comes n,ot back again, 
Wisely improve the p,resent, 

It is thine; 
Go forth to meet the sthadowy future 

Witho·ut fear and with a m.anly 
heart." 

Adjournment was taken at 5. 35 
until Friday next at 4. 30 P. m. 

---·---

FRIDAY, Feb. 16, 1912. 
The House met at 4.30 p.m. pur

suar1t t o adj o ur n1n2nt. 
T h e Mint1te"i of Wednesday, Feb. 

141th, were read. 
ADDRb.;:,S IN REPLY. 

' 
HON. W. C. JOB, from the Select 

Committee appointed to P1re·pare a11 

Address i.n Reply to the Speech of 
His Excellency the Governor, r~"' 

ported a dr·a.ft of the same·, which 
was r·eceived and 1read a first ti1ne, 
and on motion of Hon. Mr. Job the 
said Address was re,ad a second time. 

HON. P. T. McGR.t~TH-May, I Mr. 

President, before the motion fo,r the 
adoption of the draft address is put, 
besp·eak the kind con si,de,ration 
o.f th'is Hous.e for some observations 
which I feel that I should not allow 
the occasion to pass without makin.g, 
tho, recognizin.g that I am the jun· 
ior member of this Chamber, I have 
reserved them unti1l it appears that 
all others des'iring to speak on this 
question have had thei,r say. 
. In the first place, Sir, permit me 

to a,ssocjate myself w1ith the prev
ious speakers in extending to you 

· very hearty co·ngratulations on your 
elevation to the distinguished posi
tion you now occupy. Al? H'is Ex-
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celleny nas already declared that 
he has mo,red to s2lect you for this 
post by tl1e very general testimony 
borne by citizens of every class to 
your undoubted probity, high com
mercial repute an.d recognized stand
iL.0 as a leader in. the comrr1 uni ~Y, 
it i,s needless for me to do moire 
than to say that I fee1 certain that 
both inside and ou~side this Cha.m
ber thF.t.t expression of Hls Excel
lency will be . unqualifiedly endorsed 
as accurately representing the se.n
timents of the community towards 
you, and as reflec ~ in ,g tl1e esteem in 
which yo·u are held th,rougho11t t11 · 

'length and breadth of the land. To 
be chosen as the presiding offtcer of 
the Upper House of the Legislature 
of the oldes ~ of all the British Col
onies is a disttnction of which an~, 

one might well be proud; and the 
distinction acquires an added value 
"When attained in succession to one 
who was the oldest . active legislator 
in the Empire, and who, by his con
spicuous se,rvices in both our Houses 
for over sixty years, had won for 
himself especial recognition fr·o.m 
his Sovereign an·d the rarest esteem 
of l1j s fellow-countrymen, who have 
come to regard him with such pride 
a.nd reverence. None w·ill dispu Le that 
after your long association with him 
a.nd because of your own merits., 
tl1e usages and traditions of this 
body. fhe high standard set for its 
presidency by y·our illustrious pre
decessors. and the honored plaice 
that office fills in our legislative off'i
cialjsm wjll be admira.b1y maintained 
by you: and that you will brin,g to 
it8 dl1ties that di,gnity n.nd imparti
alit~ .. , good judgment and ripe wis
dom that have character1ized it he1r·e,. 
tofore. 

. I join also with the gentleman 
who have alre(·vdy spoken, in the re-

gret so universal at the withdrawal ' 
of Sir Edward Shea from the a·ctivi
ti·es of the pa1 liament9Jry stage. 
Standing, as I do, in this place 
to-day for the fi,rst time~ i ~ would be 
presumptuous of me to com.ment up
on his conduct of the affairs of this 
Chamber or his relation's wi:th his 
fe llow members, but it may be per
missible to poi11t out tha.t e.mbraced 
wltl1in the years of Sir Edward Shea's 
life is tl1e record of ~ he c·reatjng and 
pe ; fectin.g of our parliamentary insti
tutions. In 1832, when this Colony 
first secured legislative ,recognition,, 
he was a youtl1 of 12. In the b ~ttle 
for Res oonsible Government, that cul· 

' 

n1inated in the Colony 0 1btaining this 
co 11 cession in 1854, 11e was an acti1ve 
worker and gave all the powers of his 
e :•.rly maturity. In the formative and 
cor:st.ructive stages of our po1itical 
systen1 and the shaping of our ear
lier leg·islative foundations he play
ed a p1 ominent part, a.nd 7hen, at 
66, he retired from the arena 
of Lower House politics, to enjoy 
well-earned ease and husband out 
life's taper to the close, he had won a. 
name and a p'l ace in our affairs which· 
have been further enhanced by his 
honored record in ~he presidenc·y of 
this Ch 'l,mber. His mind must be 
richly sto.red with such · memories uf 
the proceedings of these stirring antl 
eventf11l years as. were they avai1-
a ble, would make a volume of rare 
histo1~j ,cal v ;1ue. Such recor·ds as do 
exist of ~ hat pe.r'iod prove that in pa
triotism and in intel'le·ct there were 
giants in those days among our P·Ub
lic men. "\7\le of to-day, who enjoy th·e 
liberty of free speech an·d free vo.Le, 
who see democr~ 1CY thundering at the 
gates of pri,rilege and the Jerjcbo
wa.lJs of cla.ss interest fall befor·e the 
trumpet-no"e of popu.1ar demand. can · 
but ill imagine the " m·oral courage, 
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the patriotic e·n th usiasm, the unsel
fi.sh endeavor essential to the or
ganizing and conducting of the long 
and laborious campaign which ulti
m.ately s.ecured for Newfoundland 
the right to manage he,r own affairs. 
Of all that ga.llan t band he is now 
the only one that remains; weari.ng 
the white flower of a blameless 1ife 
and serving as an inspira,tion to the · 
men of to-da.y, by his unsullied pri
vaLe and public record, to suc·b ser
vices in the pub~i0 behalf as he has 
given to his nati·ve l:::i ,nd during his 
long and hono1r·able career. let us re
joice that he still retain,s hl.s m·e·m
bership· among us, for assuredly we 
shall not soon look upo·n his like 
ag,~.in. In closing one n1ay say of 

him that-
"! ~ is not sad to turn the face to

wards home, 
Even though it shows the journey 

nearly done, •• 
• It is not sad to mark the westering 

sun, 

world, but what I knew o.f him 1:-n
a ~ 1e n.1e to rcccgnize the truth of 
v1hat has been so ably said here and 
elst?where concerning him. His act:ive 
pcli tical career in the other Chamber 
required of him in a time of exceed
ing hazard to his country that he 
sl1ould give his best a.nd his utm.ost 
in her service; and he did this cheer
fully a.nd whole-heartedly. 

It is rather a rema,rkable cir·cum
stance th.at within a month, in tt1e 
autumn of last year, two of his a.s
sociates, men similarly prom1ne.nt in 
the lega·1 prof P.ssjon and our poli:ieal 
world, contemp·orar'ies in age and in 
life-wo1rk, should have been call1~d to 
the other world. With the late Sir 
Jam.es Winter I e1njoyed somewhat 
close re'lations during the period he 
occ·upied the Premtership of th'is 
Colony, and saw that he was a m.a;r
vel in the way of industry and appli-
cation; one who had w,rested from 
Fortune noteworthy prizes by sheer 
pluck and native ability; his ca,reer 

Even though we know the night being such as to make hts example 
do~h con1e.'' , one that all might pr·ofit by. Perhaps J 

The sentiments voice·d by previ1ous 
speake,rs as to the 'Joss this House h :; s 
sustained by the death of the late Mr. 
Greene are echoed by the con1muni ~y 

in general, who feel that in him there 
11as been r·emoved a personality that 
is rarely met, and more's the pi.ty ! 
His ready wit and geniial charm d:id 
much '-o mitigate the acerbities of de
b'=l.te. He was always open to reason 
and conviction, and he was a states
man be.fore he was a partisan. He 
ga:ve liberally of his knowledge an:d 
experience ci.n d hi.s judgm·ent was rare
ly at fat1lt. He exhibited no rancbor, 
nor carriE·d away ill-feelin6"S from 
any a.ssemblage where his voice was 
heard in deba.te or counsel. M1-'" know
·1 edge of h'is was gained mo1 .. e in J t1<' 

journalistic · that in the T)Oliti~a 

might here recall the fa1c~ that at the 
instance of o·ne of the sentior and 
most ,respected members of this 
Chamber, Hon. Mr Ba;ird, the co·1 on· 
ial Hampden, as we are proud to 
call him. Sir J:-,mes Wi·ntPr s11ccess
fully m.ainta.ined before '-he highest 
Tribunal of the Empire the principle 
that the poo,rest colon'iaJ subje,ct 
plying hts avocation in his lobster 
factory on our western seabo1,r·d 
would be maintained in his rights 
a.g·ainst tl1e very 'instruments of the 
Admirality itself. though flying the 
flctg of na,ral authority. 

Of the late Mr. Mc·Ne-illy, those 
wl1ose political r·e·collections do not 
exLend beyond twenty years.have had 
little opp·ortt1nity of knowing much. 
exc·e.pt as a membe·r of the leg·aI ftra-

• 



• 
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terni,ty or thru his writings to the ter in the record of attain.ment and 
press, but we are all a ware that he 
shed 1 ustre upon the legal pro.fession 
by his a.t '· ainments a18 a jurist, and 
that his scholarship was of so s.plen
did an order as to earn him an un
questioned right to be regarded as a 
citizen in the Republic of Letters; 
while a.s a member of the Game and 
Inland Fisheries Boa1rd in recent 
years he brought to the Co'.lony's se·r
vice the enthusiasm of a true sport;s.
m '.J.n and the devotion o:f a lover o.f 
God's out-of-door·s. 

Finally, with refere·nce to this 
phase of my rema;rks, permit mie· to 
off er my grateful thanks to the me·m· 
bers o.f this House for the kind wel· 
C·O·me extended to me in joining this 
ancient and honorable body, and the 
cordiality with which the ri.g.ht ham·d 
of fellowship has been tendered to 

• me. To the· gent'Iemen who sp.oke o·n 
We·dn.esday I am exceedingly o bl'iged 
for the all too-1flat tering estimates 
they have bee·n pleased to put on such 
abilties as they consider me to P·OS· 
sess, and I can assure the House that 
lf a lo·ya1 and earrn.est effort to assist 
in the prope.r car·ryin.g out of the 
functions for which it exists, can be 
o,f any value, I shall re.gard it as. a 
duty, as well as a P1rirvile·ge, to give 

• 
the best o.f my 'in ~elligen 1ce and capa-
city to the se·rvice of this Chamber, 
and, thereby, to the country of whic·h 
I a.m proud to belong. 

As His Excellency remJinds us in 
the Speech from the Throne, the ye~tr 
that has passer, the Ar.nus Imperialis 
o.r Ye'.1.r of EmpiJr·e, is one that may 
well e'roke proud memo·ries both for 
the Mother Country and the English
speaking race throughout the world. 
The sole·mn tite of the Coronation at 
Westminster Ab1bey set the s·eal of 
completeness upon the succession or 
King ·Geo1rge and op·ened another chap-

renown which descends as a splen·did 
heritage to the Greater Britain of to· 
day. Accompanying that solemnity, 
the trappings a.nd pageantry of which 
but typified the majesty of the occa
sion, was the Imperial Confe~re·nc·e 

where states.men o.f the Mother Coun
try and the Domini1o·ns beyond the 
seas-En.glishmen all from the utter
most ends of the earth-met in coun
cil to consider the problem of Empire 
policy; aind. to prefigure in som:e 

' 

s'li1ght degree the probability of our 
soon realizing Lord Rosebery's i·deal 
of Impe·rial unity, described in his 
speech to the parliamenta.ry .delega
tions during the Coronati1on time~ 

"the gathering of st~.tesmen from far·
off Ian ds for the strongest and most 
permanent co-operation in matters of 
Imperial concern." The Festival of 
Empire, too~ was an a(bject lesson in 
the ex~ent and powe1r of the Britjsh 
possess~1ons and the bount'Je,ss wealth 
and natural resourc·es which may en
joy. That our Colony wa.s able . to 
make so satj sfactory a s.how'ing there
in is mat'"er for congratulation, and 
that the greater knowledge and better 
under.standing wh.ich it is believed to 
have awakened wi!ll speedily find e·x
pression in some n1ateria1 advantages, 
will be the hope of one and all; while 
too much credit tttnnot be given to 
the public-spirited citjzens whose ef
forts aided so· m uc·h towards Olir suc
cessful participation in this affai1r. 

Followin.g these historic events in 
the capital of the Empire. tbe s.cene 
n1oved i.n December to the sunlit 
land oif Indi ". where. with J:?Very 
circum .s~ance of st~te and splendor, 
with every a.cco·mpaniment of or·iental 
majesty. with impresqive and <lra.mo::i,.. 
tic magnif~cence. in 8. region of his
tor1ic interest, heavy with the dust of 
empires dead and g;one, Hi.s Majesty 
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wa.s procla,imed King-Emperor in 
sight of the famous "Ri·dge'' of Delhi, 
where 50 years ago the per·manence 
of B.ritish rule in that vast domain 
trembled in the balance; aind a land 
over some part of which the English 
flag has flown :for more than three 
hundred years, since Queen Elizabeth 
gra.nte·d a charter to the East In.dii.a 
Company in 1600, has seen a B,ritish 
sovereign tr·ead its shores for the first 
ti1me, and enjoy the·rein such 
a series of trium.phs as enabled his 
M8jesty to cable Premier Asquith, 
when starting fo.r home: "My highest 
hopes have been realized, an.d the suc-, 
c·ess of our visit has exceeded all an-
tici.pations." 

The selfJgovernin.g Dominions on 
their part had their speciaJ recogni
t ion in this Year of Empi['e through 
the appointment ·Of a p,r·ince· of the 
blood royal, the Duke of Conr1aught, 
to be the Governor-Genieral of Canada, 
an appointment that attests the more 
comp1lete recognition by the Mother 
Country of the brotherhood of her 
sons in distant lands, and of the so
lida,ri.ty of the Empire whose never
ceas,ing drum be-i,t echoe:s round the 
world. Tho His Exc·ellency could not 
,rery well comment o·n an other circ·um 
stance, which was not without its 
significance in thi1,s Year of Empire,it 
should not be overliooked that the re
sult of the Canadia,n ele,ction in Sep
tember was, I think it m.ay be claim
ed, 1regarded by the world at large, 
whether rightly or wrongly, as a de
cla1rati.on. by the people of the nearby 
Dominion in favor of British connec
tio·n as expresse·d by the statesiman 
who on a previous occasion declared: 
"A B,ritish subject I was a born, a 
British subject I sl1a.Il ·die.'' 

For our own Colony this Year or 
Empire had its recognition in the 
presenc·e of its representatives at the 

Coronation and at the Im.perial Con
fe.rence and of a con ti:ngent of its 
n ::tval reservists at the former func
tion as well. The latter was special
ly appropriate recognition for a Col
ony whose proud boast it is that it 
saw the beginnings of the Empitre ov
e1r-se '.l .s~ and that in its waters were 
trained the men who laid the founda
tions for Britain's naval supremacy; 
while it is liik.ewise p·artdcularly ap
propriate because our sovereign to
day is a Sailor King, who· knows the 
life of a seafa.ring people an·d has 
himself proved that no training at 
such a period as the present could 
more befit the sovereign of 
"The people whose hope ·hath its an

chor m.a.de fast in the sea. '1' 

Should His Majesty, who has al· 
ready twice visited this Colony, 
once a.s a youth, and again as the 
heir-apparent, come to us again, as 
seems probab'1e f,rom r'ecent re,po·rts, 
he will find that the loyal devo~ion of 
the people of Terranova to the Brit
ish Crown ha.s been intensifi1ed, if 
that be possible, by a conte·mplatio·n 
of the fact that in him the Em.pire 
has now a constitutional sovereign, 
inspired by the s.incere desire, to up
hold the best tradi,tions of the mon
a1rchy and pr·o·mote the best interests 
of his subjects, and that during his 
rei.gn ther·e will be witnessed the ex· 
tension not alone of public liberty 
an·d of public virtue, but the ad
vance of the Empire along the pathFt 
that le a1d to commercial asc·endancy 
and the primal position in trade and 
commerce, the reward of the ri.ghte· 
ousness that exalteth n.ations. Where
as monarchs of old are champions 
of force and the re8o·rt to a~rms was 
the u]tiim.ate one, Q.eorge V. has 
sho·wn himself in nothing · ke9neif than 
in the desire to· prom.o·te British 
trade, without loss of British martial 
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-prestige, 

This is the age or the shopkeeper 
and the trader, national ri vaLries are 
no 'longer subjected to the test of 
battlefields, but ai-e sh1own in the 
struggle fo·r new mar ~ s of traide; 
and tho Napoleon snee; ed at England 
once as a nation of shopkeepe :s, she 
has p,roved in r11any a hard-fought 
ons·et th '.1.t shopkeeping· is not incom
pa.tib1e "\Vith ~ he defence of national 
honor, while her splendid achieve
ments in colonizing the world's waste 
places and extendinig -the bounds of 
free·dom wider yet, in pro·moting civi-
ization and es ~ablishing ind11stries, 
may well make us proud to b81onrg to 
a race that ha.s won so dese : ved a.n 
eminence i11 the realm of comme,rce 
and social advanc·ement. 

It is gratifying, t.here>fore, to us in, 
N ewfoundlanJ Lo be able to con
gratulate thJs Colony, the first of her 
over-sea posseRsions, upon the suc
cess of its commercia1, fin 1.ncial and 
industrial ope rations du,ring re.cent 
years. Of 1911 it can be truly said 
that it ha.s been our greatest of 

• 

these. It has seen a degree of pros.-
perity reache·d th -: t was never thought 
possible before. It has seen the c·od
fishe :y rendered specially successful 
by prices outranking all previous 
ones. It ha.s seen agriculture beco·ming 
more largely ent~rpr'ised than hi '-her .. 
to, the infant industry of pulp and 
p1.per spring almost at a bound into 
second place among our exp1orLs, min
ing development expand pro·portion
ately and manufacturing open to our 
people new and profitab'1e sources of 
employment: besides which it has 
fo :~eshadow~d th1.L there are in other 

good to k.now in this connecti.on, th~t 
the Colony has been able to se.cure 
the services, 2_,s 'its representa '-ive on 
the Imperial Trade Commission, of 
Hon. E. R. Bowring, a dis.tin,guished 
mem.ber of tl1is House, and one · O·f 
the mo~t ente1rpris:ir g of our mer
chan · s, whose splendid gras·p of our 
comme ;c'al affairs is exhibited in the 
en'Jargement of its premises in St. 
John's, in its splendid CO'listal steam
ers, its pala '-ial Red Cro·ss liners., in 
its investments in all of our fi.shing 
2nd other industries. Moreove,r, I 
understand that with c·har·actieristic 
generosity, he is ,giving his services 
to the Co'1 ony in this ca,pacity fre'e· of 
charge, asking no other return than 
the c,onsciousness of assis1ting its 
peo·ple to advance further ailon:g the 
paths that lead to abi·di.ng prospe.rlty 
--a decd,sion that was only what 
might have been expected f;om one 
of the principals of a conce·rn that 
only r·ecently devoted fifty tbous ~ nd 

dollars to phila,nth.ropic obje.cts de
s; gne·d to celeb'-ate the centena:ry of 

its connection with Newfoundla.nd. 

The figures of our total trade last 
year suppJy conclusive te·stimony of 
the Colony's prosp·erity. our impoirts 
and expo,rits aggre.gating mo·re than 
$25,000,000. which figures show that 
our ~otal trade h ""'.s do·ubled in fif
teen yea.rs, while the advance m.a.de 
latterly warrants the belief that ten 
years hence we may s.ee it $35,000,-

000. These conditions, though, should 
not induce ~tn .y C'es.sation o·f effot·t, 
any, resting on our 0 1a.rs. rather 
shot1ld they s '-imulate us to gre1ate1r 
exertio·ns to still more firmly estab
lish our commercial prospe1r:ity. He,nce 

d{rections vast ooss.ibilities of sitill it is encouraging, to 110te the referen
further promoti:r-g ·enterprises calcu- ces to imp1roved methods and better 
la.tea .Lo increase the sum of our peo- cure of co·d, to me r.i su .... e,s. for conserv
ple's prosperity and Pnba.11ce the well.. in.g the lobste·r irdustry. to the fur .. 
being· of the land we live in. It is · ther exte·nsiori of telegraph lines and 

.. 
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wireless stations; the· value 'of ·which 
to the fishe:ry interests has been en· 
dorsed by the hon. mover of tl1e Ad
dress in Reply, to the imp:r.ovement 
a.nd extension of our ·11ighway sys
tem, to the ·provision· of more coa.st 
aids .an1d marine wo,rlrs, · and to the 
various other mattBrs discussed in the 
Speec11 fr'om the Throne, which bear 
upo1n · the material welfare of our fish
in.g and wo,rking class.es, an-d tend to 
assist them in conducting their pu~

silits ·under condition.s · that will en
sure grEtater convenience an1d less dan
ger to .life and p1r;o·perty. I do not · in
ted to refe,r at any great length to 
these matters, because the pa.raigraphs 
dealing with them have been ,treated 
exhaustive1y by the mover and second 
er of the Add,ress wl1ose right to speak 
with authority thereon none· will dis
pute. My only observatlo·n furthe·r 
will be to express lr:e.gret that we are 
not utilizing all the knowledge wl1ich 
science is placin,g at our dispos.al, 
through experiments and investiga
tions undertal{en by ·other fishing 
countries, so that we may further ad
vance our own stap.le industry. 

What His Exc·ellency has so well 
said regardi.n.g the Bona Viis ta braric1h 
rail way will be fully oo·nfirm·ed by 
thos.e fortunate enough to have e·n· 
joyed the p'leasure t'.>f participating in 
the opening cerem.ony, and to those 
who kn,ow the ste,rling qualdties of 
the men of Bonav'ista Bay and watch 
their progress in our in·dustrial 
aren~, it will occasion no surpri.se 
that, as stated by Hon. M1r. Angel, 
the line is developing a splendid 
freight and passel:lge,r traffic. The 
coming fall it is .hoped that two other 
branches will be opened extending to 
other sections of the island the ad .. 
vantages of railway com,mundcation 
and he1ping· to further promote the 
general prospe1rity as the main lfne 

has so conspicuously don·e, and co
incident with tl1is work the decision 
to P:rovide a steamer on the North .. 
east Coast and re-arrange other coast
al ,routes, will enable other p.rom.ising 
copimunities to sl1are in the benefits 

- of railroad and steamboat services. 
· Likewise the buildin,g of .all the rol

ling stocl{ in tl1e Colony, the cutting 
· of tin1ber needed for sleeper~, b1ridges, 

stations and cars, tl1e maintenance of 
tl1e completed ll.nes, and construction 
of new branches, are .all fac~o·rs tend
ing to maintain our industrial situt
tion on a filrm · basis, and coupled 
with good :filsheries and hig·h prices 
to warrant tl1e b·e·st outlook fo,r the 
future o·f tl1e Colony. 

Gra.tifying, however, as. has been 
our progiress in these material re-
spects-in the cj,rcumstances. that 
make for increased comfort and 
contentment for the great mass of the 
poop.le, there is no phas.e of our co1-
onial existence in which we have 
ID8'de more marl{ed .advance than in 
the realm of social and humanitarian 
endeavor. In these respects tl1e Col
ony has, it may be said, blazed a new 
traJl for itself withd1n the past three 
years. The widening viewpoints re
specting tl1e essentials of social jus
tfce and communal a·dvance which 
ar,e th'e outcom.e of mode:rn demo
Cir.atic teaching·s, compel ·the consider
ation of · propo·sals whereby the State 
should .aJd in the social betterment of 
the peopl1e. . we are not. 'of· course 
able to do as much as · other countries, 
·but we a.re doing our best: Through 
recent efforts hope has knocked at the 
door o.f ··despair, o1d age 1i1s being rob
bed of ·its terrors, the lindese,rved stig-

. ma o.f pauperism is being removed 
· :Drom hundreds of the poor, the lot 
of the s.uff ering and tl1e afflicted is 
being d~mpro·ved, · and P1rovisio:ri' has 
b·een made to better tfit the rising ·gen-
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eration for the battle of life bY in
creased educat ion gran'~ s, by gener· 
ot1s provision :or tl1e jlffip1rove1ment of 

. sohool buil ~i11gs. and now by ensur
ing to the school teachers the status 
of oivil servan ls w"ith retiring allow· 
ances when their usefulness ha.s pass-

• 

ed; while for tl1ose "beyond their Ia· 
bo1r" there has been a generous pro
vision of Old Age Pens.ions, and now 
a substantial augmentation of -the 
permanen ~ poor g·rant. I-Iuma,n"itarian 
effo·r~ has manifested itself in mod
ernizin.g and enlar·ging of· tl1e General 
Hospital, · and · in the· pil·oviding of a 
Nurses' Hon1.e a.pp,ropriately dedica
ted ~o th·e - late Ki)llg Edward, the 
building of which affords greater ac-
commodation for Hos'pital patients 
and ensures tl1em bet'.·er car:e and 
treatment while tl1e Speech f,rom the 

· Throne tells us that the present Poor 
Asylum-described by a Grand Jury 
as "the saddest place in Newfound-

· 1and"~is to be abandoned and the 
e:xiisting Lunatic Asylum building util
ized fo1: such a purpose in fu ~ure., 

'and - an up-to-date institution fo,r 
those mental1 y afflicted is to be at 
once erecteri·-a s·o 1 utioh of the prob
l em which fa.ced us; jn these respects 
wh11c11 carino' but comm:end itself to 

· the . best judg·rrent of the community. 
\ .. . ' 

Indeed one may say without challeng-
ing , the party allegiance . bf ' any' ·mein-

r . . ) .. 

· b"eit of thi~ L,egir-;lat11re that · no fe'a-
, -

' ture of tl1 e po:ti cy of · any Govern-
ment, better merits t11e una.nimous en-

1 

do .... sement of botl1 Eiouses +han does 
that of b,ringrng t11ese institutions up 
to date ·and . making it possible for 
the s.ick and the suff eting, the infirm 
and "the afflicted, to enjoy tl1-e fullest 
advantage~· vthjcih · such a.gencies will 

·ensure to th0s~ w110 '1,re co·mpelled by 
tl1e dispensations o.f Providence to 
avail ·of ' then1 · in their need. · 

But, over and above . all eise in this 

I ' 

conn·ection, and one · that will · be 
learned wi ~h unfeigned s.:i.tis·facti01Il 

by the public in genera.I, is· the de-. { . 

cisc1on to inaugurate a campaign 
against Consum.ption. · Towards this 
there has been provided inuch of 

1

the 
indispensable machinery throu.gh ._/ 'tl1e 
princ.ely gene,rosity of the · - · --Reid 
b1~0 ~l1er8 in undert::.J{ing to bui1t1 ·-· a 

cen.tral sanatorium in St. ·John's and 
cottage hospita'Js in the outport dis
trdiCts for the treatment of tl1ose · af

flicted with the dread disease which 
Bunyan so aptly c·a.lled "the Captain 
of tl1e hoE;ts of death." This decis .. 
ion to do battle against tl1e g·reate·st 
menace to ou,r publio health should 
me,rit the approval no less of ec·ono-
mists tha.n of philanthropists. In no 
coi.111try does tuberculos"is wage more 
dreadful warfare tl1an among us " 
l1ere in Newfoundland, and ·anything 
that will help to a,rrest ·the ravages 
occasioned by this. disease, malre the 
warfare ag·ainst it more effective, and 
preserve to tl1e com1munity lives that 
have a substan~ial value .economic as 
well as otherwise, should evoke the 
~earty support . of all right thinlring 
people. The1r·e a,re few a.mongst us, 
either in the cdty Or outside Who 

' 
11a ve not 11ad ·occasion to m.ourn the 
loss , ~of some who · 11ave fal1en victims 
·to '· - this ·disease, a.nd tl1e eloquent 
wor'ds which tl1e great English ora
tor, John Br"ig·i1t, · spol{e in refe~rence 

to the victims of the Cirimean war 
are c1uite as app.licable to those· who 
fall before the dread destroyer from! 
year to yeqr. Whi'1e the English lan
gua,<?,·e endur-es tl1ese wor·ds of · his 
v1ill contin·ue to impress the world by 
tl1eir beauty and pathos: · 

"The Ang·e1 of Dea Lh · has 
" abroad t11roi1g·ho.ut the land. 

been 
·You 

" may almost l1ear the very beating 
" bf · his wings. Th'ere i's no one to 

· "sprinkle with blood the lintels and 
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" Sideposts Of our ·doors that he may ' fo,r our ·country in \Vl1iCh we 
"spa.re an.d pass on; he ·ca,,lls at the i)articipate in ·enlargin,g tl1e 
"ma.nsion of tl1e wealtl1y equally as enterprise, in adding to the 

shall all · 
field of 
sum of · 

" at the cottage of tl1e lo\v]y· and from 
• " each exacts 11i1s d,readful tribute.'' • 
The trutl1 of this ,reg·a.rding the 

\Vhite Plague one need not dilate 
upon; nor n1ultiply -vvorcls to picture 
the men.a.ce to .our people wl1ich tl1at 
dread disease represents. All one re~ 

c1uires to say regarding t11is subject 
is that if the proposed movement to 
co·mbat 'l.,uberculosis accomplishes 
even only a titl1e of wbat is hoped 
therefron1, it will be doing a g1reat 
w.orlr and merit for all interested the 
11ea.rty thanks of the community, and 
that it is a hig·hiy encouraging sign 
wl1en private philanthropy and gov-._._ 

e,rnment activity are united for the 
amelioration- of tl1e conditions of suf
fering 11umanity,as they a.ire in th'is 
instance. 

We have cause ther·ef ore to 
. thank Providence. for the bounteous 
favors b.estowed upon us of late-for 
pr.ospe1rity unexampled, for enterprise , 
unapproached, for peace and con.c,ord 
am.ong . our pe.ople, and for free·dom 
from the social convulsions disturbing 
the outs1ide world. Also, that our C'Oun

try's financial circumstances are such 
as . to rende1~ it possible to continue 
the progressive policies outlined in 
the Speech f1rorn the Throne-to P1ro
vide the a.gencies whereby the hu
ma.ne, the social an·d the material 
well-bein;g of our people may be pro-. ' ' 

moted and we can unite in the prayer 
tl1a,t thes3 gratifying conditi.ons may 
long c.onti~ue and. t~1at this Newfound
land of ours-a faj1r and a goodly 
land,though one much misunderstood, 
may attain to still more secure con-. 
·ditions of ·prosperity and conten~ in 
tl1e yea.rs to come. 

Parties and p'oiic,ies , .apart . may we 
- -. t 

- • ,j J ' . 

not indulge in th~ .. hope of a _ future 
~ ' " . ~ l . • . 

'I: • , , . • ' • • "' _j .. J\ ' ,_, : .... 

human we1fare, in giving effect to· tl1e 
aspirations of our people tl1at life · 
a.mong us n1ay be better and brighter . 
a11d · more enn(:Abling? Doubtless we : 

si1all diffe!f' as to tl1e way in wl1ich -
these idea.ls may be realized; but in 
those c:Iifferences, is it not possible to 
strive for one object-to make :our 
cot1ntry a la11d of happy homes and 
contented people, in which we may 
live 11a.rmoniously and labor for the 
successful dev~e1op111ent of tl1ose ster
ling virtues wl1icl1 come to us throug·h 
tl1e races from which we 11ope to build 
a · na.tional edifice tl1at sl1a.ll be a 
creclit to us and tl1e em.pire of which 
we form a part. 

HON. MR. HARVEY-When I came 
here this after11oon I had no. inten
tio11 of malcing any rema,rks or ref er-. 
ence to the Speech from the Throne, 
and I no-vv rise to ·cong,ratula :e· our 
i1ew· member, Hon. P. T. McGrath, on 
the beautiful address he has just de
live1red. The Council was neve,r very 
strong ii1 debating power, and the 
passing of Hon. D. J. Gr·eene remo.ved 
fro1n its ranlcs. one who had no peer. 

,-

In M.r. McG1ratl1 he ha.s a ·good succes-
sor, wl1ose lcnow1ed.ge of public . af
fairs is well known, and wl10 in de
bate will add great strengtl1 to this 
Cl1amber. I do not want .to disc.uss , the 
Speech fro.m the Tl1ron .. e except two 
parag·rapl1s, that dea.li11g· witl1 public 
11ealth and the imp:roven1ent o·f the 
po.si tion of school teache1rs. Whi'Ie I 
also thi11lr tl1e Government is a.cting 
wisely. in not g·oing further with thei_r . 
railw_ay. policy, but _instea.d ha\re prom-. . 

ised 'the building of roads in the out-
ports, wl1ich i.s a ma.tter of grave im· 
po.rtance. Tl1e community owes a 
deep debt of g·ra titude to tl1e Reid 
Newfoundland Compan·y for the gen,. 

. .... _ ' 

• 
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ero'1S gift of sanitari.a to ass.ist in 
fi:ghting c·onsun1ption. Having been 
associa~ed with the A.P.C. since its 
inc·eption it is g.ratifying to me that 
such valuable assistance h a,s b·een 
given and unsolicited. One of the first 

· planks p·ut forwrurd by the A.P.C. was 
to urge the Government for finan\cial 
assistance and c:o ... operation, and to 
keep urging until something was 
done. Spasmo·dic efforts were use
less but the A.P.C. has persistently 
kept at its. work whic.h is now about 
to bear fruit. The pens:ion of teacher.s. 
has come in for a lot of adverse criti
cism from· different source·s, but the 
Govern1ment shou'ld not be prevented 
f.rom c·anrying out its promises be
cause of such criticisms and agita• 
tions fro·m existing agenc'ies. The 
tea.chars are a dese,rving class most
ly underpaid ,.and then there is n.o bet
ter way to keep them in the profes· 
sion tha,n to make it worth thei1r 
while from a financial basis. 

On motion of HON. MR. JOB it was 
.ordered that the Address be en.gr.o·s
sed and presented to Hj s Excellency 
by a deputation of the whole House. 

On motion of HON. R. K. BISHOP 
the House adjourned at 5.35 un;til 
Thursday next a t 11 a.m. 

THURSDAY, Febr uary 22n.d, 1912 
The Honorable t he Presldent de-cla,r .. 

ed the House adjourned until to-mor·
row Frida.y at el even o'clock a.m. for 
want of a quorum. 

FRIDAY, February 23r·d, 1912 
The Honourable· the Pr;esident de-

clare·d the House adjourn~ until to
m·orrow, Satur·day, February 24th., at 
eleven o'-clock a .. m. for want of a 
quorum. 

SATURDAY, F ebr uary 24tl1, 1912 
The Honourable· the President de· 

elated the House adjourned until Mon-

day next February 26th., at ele·ven 
o'clock a.m. for want of a quorum. 

MONDA:Y, February 26th, 1912. 
Pursuant to notice ,the \]10UDClJ met 

at . 11.10 a.m., ithe Presid~nt, Hon. J. 
Harris, in the chair. 

After the reading of the minute.s 
the P,r·esident stated that His Excel .. 
lency the Governor would receive the 
Adldress in Reply to the Speech from 
the Throne at 11.30. 
COl\tIMISSION OF INTE:RNAL E·CON

OMY. 
HON. PRESIDENT read a mes~ 

sage from Hi.s Excellency 1the Go·ver
no,r appointing the following to be 
members of the· Internal Eco·nomy 
Commission of the Legislature:-Hon 
John Harris, Prestdent Legislative 
Council; Hon. R. K. Bishop, Hon. P. 
T. McGrath, His Hono,r the, Speaker, 
Rt. Hon. Si,r E. P. Morris, Hon. D. 
Mo.rison, K. C., Hon. R. Watson. 

HON. R. K. BISHOP tabled memo. 
of confe,rence between the British Ad .. 
miralty and rep!resenta:tives of the 
Dominion·s of Canada a,nd Australia 
on the subject of the status of 
Dominion navie;s. 
HIS EXC:ELLENCY'S REiPLY TO AD-

• DR.ESS. 
The Council then proce,eded to Gov

er·nment House where the· A·d·dr·essin 
Reply was presented, and on return
ing to the C·ouncil Chamber, Hon. 
President informed'. the House that a 
deputation of the whole House ha·d 
waited upon His Excellency and p,re-
sented the A·ddresis, whic·h the Gov
ernor ·had been pleas,ed to Teply to, ias 
follows: 
Mr. President and Honorable Gentle

men of the Legisl:t.tive Council: 
I thank you for your Address in Re

ply to the Speech1 with which I open
ed the sessio,n for 1912. I take this 
opportunity of e·xp·ress.ing my sense, of 
the great loss which the country bas 
~ustained by the witl1drawal of Sir 
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Edwa.r·d Shea from the high office o! 
P.re·sident of the Legislative Counc·iI, 
and my ·confidence, Mr. President, 
that your sterling character and bus.
inesslike capac'ity wil~ amply justify 
my acJtion in app·ointing you to be his 
successor in a position which I tr·ust 
you may long continue to hold, w.ith 
l1ono~r to yourself and advantage to 
the deliberations. of the Council. 

(Sgd.) RALPH WILLIAMS, 

Government House, 
St. John's, N.F .. 

26th February, 1912. 

Governor. 

PROMIS,CUOUS SPITTING BIL1L. 
HON. JOHN HARVEY asked leave 

to intro.duce a Bill entitled "An Act 
to preve·nt Promiscuous Spi1tting,'' and 
ask·ed that it be .read a first time, 
wh'ich was done. 

HON. JOHN HARVEY moved that 
the Bill be read a second time on to
morrow. 

On motion of HON. R. K. BISHOP 
the House then adjourned until Thurs
day n·ext at 4.30 o'clock, p.m. 

PROMIS·CUOUS SPITTING BIL1L. 
THUR.SDAY, Februar'y 29th. 

The Council met art: 4.45 p .. m. p·u:r
suant to a:djournment, th·e Presi,dent 
Hon. John Hairris·, in the chair. 

The Minutes wer·e. read a.nd con-
f:i:rmed and afte·rwards the Presid·ent 
read a message from Hi.s Excellency 
the Go~ernor, gra,nting leave of ab
senc·e to Hon. M G. Winter f o,r the 
r~ainder of the session. 

Second reading of the Bill entitled 
"An Act to prevent Promiscuous 
Spitting." • 

HON. JOHN HARVEY understood 
it was the cus,tom of the House that 
no bill c·ould be read a second time 
until it had been prdnted, and as this 
bill ·had . not yet been pirin1ted, he ask
ed to have the sec.ond reading defer
red until to-morro.w. 

HON. J. A~ ROBINSON thought 
the substance of the bill was now be
for.e the House contained on page 53 
of the Health Report and unless 
there was v,e:ry str1ingent caus·e, he 
thou.ght Hon. Mr. Harvey might pro
ceed to move the· seco-n.d reading, as 
it was ratl1er unfo,rtunate for the 
I-louse to meet from time to· time 
without anything being done. He 
thought none would object to - the 
matter be.ing pr aceede1d with. 

HON. PRESI DENT.-It is against 
the practice of the House that until a 
bill is · printed it .can be read a sec,ond 
time, and it is questionable· whether 
we should depart from tl1at p·ractice 
They were, however, in the hands of 
the Hou.se, to decide what they 
should do. 

HON. M. P. GI BBS thought i1 

would be just a.s well to de.fe.r the 
second reading until the bill was 
printed, .so that aill could have an op· 

-
po.rtunity to peruse it. 

The motion fo.r deferment was 
then put and car:rted .. 

HON. R. K. BISHOP tabled th·~ 

Report of the Newfoundland Savings 
Bank and would like to c·all the at-

' 
tention of hon. members to a few 
items contaiined therein. It was a 
very gratifyin.g one and she.wed that 
tlle past year's wo.rk had been one 
o·f the best in the history of the in
stitution. The total deposits for the 
Year were $751,010, and withdrawals 
$529,595, leaving a net incre'.:Lse of 
deposit\S of $221,415.62. In view of 
the numbe·r of branches of banks 
which have been establishtd aroun·d 
the country, and all of these captur· 
ing more o,r less of the de.posits of 
the people, he (Hon. Mr. Bishop) 
thought it a very satisfactory s,how
ing that s.uch a lar.ge sum as. $221,000 
was receive! du~~ing last year. TherE 
were other items of the repo.rt that 
were interesting. He noticed that 



22 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

tl1ere were 6,404 de.po,sitors in the 
St. John's Bank, with total deposits 
of $3,015,000 (th·ree million and fif· 
teen tl1ousand, ave.raging· $4 7 O for 
each depositor. It will be '1re·cognized 

· to ensure the delivery ·by the aid (lt 

dog and sled, if all othe·r con.venien· 
ces failed. I do not believe all has 

' ' 

been ·done that cot1ld be done, arid as 
it is of serious consec1uence to tlie 

. of course tl1:J.t there are some very ' busine·ss public as well as individuals 
l_arge amounts in this b~anch fo·r es.. , I wot1ld aslr what the Government 

_ tates, &c., but this does not apply to intend ·doing or wl1at it has done. 
b·ranches outside, and at I-Iatrbo1 HON. R. K. BISHOP-In reply · to 

_Grace there ~/ere 7 43 depositors the ·Hori. Mr. Knowling I might · say 
vvith a total of $230,000 deposits, av- tl1at tl1e· majtter 11a.s had and is hav· 
e;rag·i11g· . $300 eacl1, Bay Roberts l1ad 

_ 3.Dl {lepositors, $83,550 ·deposits, av
erage $220; Hea.rt's Content ·323 de· 
positors, aver9.ge $200, and Grand 

. Falls sl1owed an aver·a.ge of $160. He 
(~-Ion. l\'Ir. B.) tl1oug·ht tl1is indicated 

· ing the se.rious consideration of the 
Government. In fairness to the 
Contractor·s I mi,ght say tl1at . they . 
have been ·doing their best to relieve 
the situation, at least they have so 
informed the ·Government. It was 

there \Vere conside,rable savingi:: suggested to tl1em tl1at tl1ey run a 

amongst our people, and it \Vas g;rati· 
' 

fying to see they cl1ose tl1e local 
~a)nk to deposit in. He tl1ougllt tl1e . ' 

;' S01vings' Bank was capable. of con~id-
era ble expansion, and while he 
would not presume to suggest in 
\vl1at way tl1is might be possible, as 

' -
it would c1oubtless appear to Hon. 
Presiclent and the _otl1er Governors, 

. he (Hon. Mr. B.) tl1ought hon. 
' 

' 

members would be glad to see some 
n1eans adopted by wl1icl1 the Ba.nk 
n;i.ight be made e\ren more p,rosper-. 
OlIS, and secure more of the deposits 
of the people. He n.oticed t11at the re
serve now a.ggreg·atecl $80,818, a.nd of 
this sum it had been ·docide·d to 

. witl1draw $50,000 for the ;redemption 
- of tl1at amount of ·debentures, show
, ing, on tl1e whole, a very gratifying 

condition of affairs. 

~ HON. MR. KNOWLING-I rise -.to 

ask the Hon. the Leader of the Gov
ernment if anytl1ing has been d·one to 
facilitate tl1e distribution of the mails 

~ to and from Conception Bay point~ 

a11d Placentia. Tl1e system of delivery 
· so far as I can see this winter. is in 

, no v1ay adva,nced over that in use 
flftx years ago. It should be . possible 

stea,mer with n1ails ai1d passengers 
to cind f.rom Conception Bay points, 
but it was impossible to use their 
own steamers., now in the harboir'. 
which· are not constructed to coh· 
tend \Vitl1 ice. Another steame1 
"Tas chartered, but conditions are sc 

' 

adverse tl1at it was impossible for 
he.r to carry out tl1e service. I do 
not know if it is tl1e intention to 

. ' 

ha ·ve mail forwarded here by dog and 
sled; but I ag·ree with Hon. Mr. 
l{nowling tl1at it is very disappoint 
ing· to the bt1siness people of St. 
John's to 11ave tl1e mail services tied 
up1 fo,r so long, though tl1e conditions 
of tl1e railway and ice blocka·de were 

r·esponsible. I belie"t.re everyth1ih1g' 
that can be done will be done to re· 
lieve the sit11ation, and as q11ickly -a~ 
possible. 
. HON. R. K. BISHOP · moved foI 
adjournment. 

HON. MR. HARVEY...-Before WE 

rise, Mr. President, I would like to 
IT!al\:e a, fe\\r ,remarks on tl1e annual 
repoi:-t of tl1e Government Savings 
Banlr tabled this afternoon by · thE 
Hon. the Leader. of the · Government 
It is. most. gratifying 'to learn ·~ that 
in the Bank at the close of · the bus 



. ' ' ' 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 
. . , 

• 

iness Year there is. a.n increase in de
posits of oveir $220,000, . besides the . . 

savings deposited i~ the branches of 

the Canadian banks, which is an evi
~~nce .. of the , gene~al . prosperity of 
our people as well as of their thrifti-

, - :.. ~ . 
ness. , .The value . _of tl1e institution 
and the . good worlr ·-it 11as, qeei;t doing 
in un.q uestioned, .but ~I think its pub~ 
lie value· could be increased and im
proved· by ·its furthe1r extension, in 
establlshirig branches. in such places 
as· ·Bell Island, Burin, Grand Bank 

. . 
and : otner·;: · populous settlements 
wl1ere the ear.ning power of t11e peo, 
p'le ·i~· in· excess of their spending. In 
COlliiection ·with savings branches Ol 

. ' . I 

the'. Canadian banks it should be pos~ 
sible fo,r the ···Government to get fuil 
retur.ns of the ·deposits" in order that 

i . ' 

a _ complete estimate· of tl1e saving of 
our ·people co.uld be arrived at. Tl1e 
Savings Ban~, si~ce ~ts inceptio~,had 
rei:i~ered valuable assistance to . the 
Colony, . . a,nd during its existence had 
wiped off half a million ·dollars f 1rom . 
the . country's de·bt. It is also gra,ti 
fying to .. know that three of the ·dir 
·eGtors are members of this Council 

' who give unsparing·ly of their time 
to make the institution as valuable 
an asset as it is, and it is With g·re::it 
pleasu,re I read the report as. submit
t~·d. ; 

' • • : • ' I ' • 

HpN. THE PRESIDENT . rea.d thE 
R,oY.ai warrrant. conti~ming , the ap .. 
poi~tment of Hon. P. T. McGra.th to 
the Council. 

On -.motion of HON, R. K. BISHOP 

a~journment was .taken at 5.05 until 
Monday next at 4.30 p.m. 

MONDAY, March 4th. 
Pl1rsua.nt to notice the Council met 

at 4.~o p.m., lion the President in the 
< ~ l1air. 

' 

PRO+v.IIS,CUOUS SPITTING BILL. 
.. HON. MR. HARVEY moved the sec-

23 

ond reading of tl1e Bill to prevent pro
r.aiscuous spitting, and in doing so 
Eaid: Mr. President, in n1oving the 
second ·reading of this Bill I want to 
point out that the Bill · is, in · prin
ciple, similar to that suggested by the . 
Public Health Commiss1on lasit year. 
It \Vas not passed at that time because 
it \Vas felt that plenty of notice should 
be given in connection with an· ·evil, 
vvl1ich is so widespread over· this . Col
ony, as is · the habit of spitting among 
our people.. A year having elapsed, I 
feel that legislation should be no long-' 
er deferred; but tI1at the time has ar
ri'ved \vhen a ·moderate Bill is need
ecl to prevent this pernicious habit. To 
tl1is pt·omiscuous spitting, i10 doubt 
very largely due to ignorance ·and 
tl1oug·htle.ssne'ss on the p_art of our peo .. 
ple,ma:y be attributed in major propor
tion the · spread of rtubercular disease. 
There is no doubt a grea't part of the 
abnormal tubercular death rate, per
l1aps nine~tenths of ·it is 'brought 

. I 

abouit tl1rough this cause. Much of · the 
' 

ne\:V infectio11 is, of course, caused by . . ~ . ~ 

the advanced sufferer vvho has become 
. . . 

too weal-{ to contro;t himself, and 
'vl1ose discharges infect the room in 
'vhicl1 he is confined, and the bedding 
in · wl1ich ho· lies

7
_ Bt~t in a lesser de· 

. . I 

gree, perhaps the_ same effect is 
brot1ght about by 'the frequent . spit~ 
ting· of the . incipient 01~, less, adva.nced 

. . " ~ 

patient, in public meeting· places ,_, o;r 
' . ~ ,. .. ;" . 

in the public thorofares. And 'l!: f<;>r 
;,,,, ~.~! 

the prevention of this rthe present Bill 
- ) ' ., :; ~ 

is introduced. As far as I l{now the 
first great . blow ~o ]?e struck i~ this 
directio11 was by His Grace Archbish-

. . ~ .• ' 

op Hovvley several 3rears ago. The 
.. , I • I . . 

A.rchbishop had noticed that among 
his own congrega1tion, even within his 

'/ , 

own beautiful Cathedral, the of-
fensive habit of spitting on the floor 
.,vas far too conimon . an offence 
against the sacred cl1aracter of the 
building, and against , sc.cial vvell be
ing, and His Grace did not hesitate · 
to give a very strong address to his 

• 
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IJeople on. tl1e subject, pointing out its 
repulsive11ess as a habit, and its 
danger from a l1ealtl1 view poinit. The 
a.ddress had a most beneficial effect 
\vl1icl1 ¥las not confined to that time 
and place. I \vould like to call atten
tion to \Vhat is going on in a number 
cf outport schools, which in daytime 
n.re often used by children, and at 
nigl1t for religious and other n1eetings. 
I \Vill read for you an extract from 
the report of Dr. vV. F. Plewes, of 
I-Iant's Br., T.B., a very earnest work
er. Dr. Pl ewes says: 

"It \vill be i1oticed that the schools 
need considerable attention. Most of 
tl1em are used for Cl1urch purposes at 
night and in the absence of any sys
tem cf ventilation rthey are nqt fit for 
iJupils to use the following day, as the 
air space is very small, being in one 
case as low as 57 cubic feet per pupil. 

"In half of the schools the children 
sweep up. This is a source of great 
danger consideri11g th.e prevalence of 
the spitting 11abirt by men at the meet
ings held nightly in tl1ese building-s." 

This /is only one of tl1e reporto we 
have, and here in the city anyone who 
\Valks along Water Street a,nd mal}es 
a casual obsetva.tion of .the offensive 

~ 

co11ditions of the sidewallrs ca:rinot be 
otherwise than convinced of the dang
erous lJrev.,.alence of promiscuous spit
fing. It is probably quite l1nneces
sary to point out to members of this 
I-louse the simple facts i11 connecition 
\rvith tt1bercular infection from spu
tum. 'Tery brjefly the tubercle-bacil
lus discharged in sputum on floors or 
side\valks is taken up \Vhile damp and 
ac1hesive by dresses and slcirts and on 
foot\vcar, and taJ\:en into hcuses, be
ing jus:t so mucl1 active, all pervading 
poison. ·Or ·it .dri62 arrG. is carried 
'vith dust a11d wincls into the air to be 
breathed in or deposited on food and 
furniture and clothes. In illustration 
of · ho\v unco11scious the spitting habit 
beco1nes, I n1ay mention that the 
other day when this matter was under 

• 

discussion in tl1e ·Assembly I was 
struck by the floor spitting ·being done 
by a few of the audience at_ that time. 
One at least of tl1ose present, no doubt 
ciuite unconscious of the real . na.tlll'e
of his act, spit persistently on · the 
floor at the very time that the spread 
of tuberculos.is and tl1e relation of the 
spread of that spitting 1,vere being de
bated before him. In vievv of this ex
traordinary. prevalence o.f free si'it
rting, is ~t any v.ronder that the disease 
11as tal\:en s11ch a l1old o.n our people? 
Let me read \vhat Dr. J .H. Holbrook . . 
says: 

"Tl1e most common \Vay in w:P,ich 
cl1ildren contract the disease is from 
an afflicted fatl1er or mother, or other 
aclult in the same house. Many, how-, 

ever, come from f~.milles in which 
ther-e is no previous history of T. B., 
and in these cases some other cause 
must l•A "'"'S1~n€d, a11d it is my be· 
lief that if the cat1se cot1ld b€ definite
ly determined, it would be in many 
of them found to be the careless spit
ting about the streets of ambulant 
consumptives. T11is infection may oc
cur from the sputun1 drying, becom
ing po\vdered, and carried by winds, 
and thus rthe germs are inhaled." 

I don't thinl{ it necessary for me 
to outline the _modus operandi of the 
Bill, it is meant to be simple and 
moderate. The idea is to check, as 
far as possibl&"this fil,thy habit in pub
lic thorofares, and in crowded places. 
The Bill, as I have already said, is the 
same in principle as recommended by 
the Public Health Commission,and on 
a very modest scale. It provides for 
,one day's imprisonment, \Vith the 
option of a fine, for a violation; and 

' . 
that i·t sl1all be the duty of janitors, 
sexton0 . ·and keepers, to keep, posted dn 
conspicuous places notices issued from 
time to time by the Board of Health. 
So much for the Bill. 

While on this subject I would like 
with tbe. permission .of the House, to 
make a few references to the _general 

j 
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report of tl1e Public Health Commis-
- sion. I do. not know if the members, 
as a rule, read these reports, ·but I 
think, in this case, it should be read 
by all who 11ave any interest in the 
social \velfare of the country, not so 
much for the r·eport itself, as lfor 
the re.po.rts of the doctors, 
who are the correspondents --of th·e 
Public Health Commission. These will, 
I am sure, be read with inter-est. No 
body of men in this Colony are more 
qualified than they are, who are am
ong the people and see their condi
tions, to · off er opinions, -and I would 
like to ref er to one or two dealt with 

7 

in ·tl1ese reports, in passing. One 
theory advanced by Doctor Ander-son 
of a veyy interesting nature, is tl1at .a 
definite relaJion existts -between the 
catch of bait fishes on the one side 
and the spread of summer cholera on 
the otl1er. Dr. An'C.ler.son in a·dvancing 

' his theory, says: 
"I. have frequently noticed in dry 

·Sea.sons, .es.pecially when caplin have 
been so plentiful as to allo\v rtJ;1eir use 
as fertilizer, that Gastro Enteritis or 
Britisl1 Cl1olera bec-o·mes. prevalent, co
incident with a plague of flies. At 
firsit I used to attribute this to scarc
ity of water, (brooks, etc., becoming 
reduced in volume) but no-vv I am con
vinced that the cJlief cause is the use 
of cap I in and . other fish or fish refuse 
wh'ich has b_ecome decomposed and a1} 
t:r:acting fiie;:; \Vhich convey the pro
ducts to food, etc., \Vith resulting -En
te·ritis. The summer of 1911 was one 
in which one would have expected an . ' 

epidemic of British Cholera. The 
b·ruoks .and wells were almost ·dry,the 

11eat from tl1e 15th July to the last 
weel\: in August was intense, yet in a 
larg~ general practise I had very fe\v 
cases of above. Caplin were very 
scarce, in fact insufficient for pait re"'. 
quirements, and "landed" in but a few 
places. 

"I fancy there is . a connection be
. tween these facts and the absence of 
epidemic of Enteritis.'' 

Another matter, to which medical 
attenti_on 11as often been . :directed, 
which should al~o interest -the . Ho11se 
is rthe amount of tea 'drunk, and the 
effect it has on the general health oJ 

I 

the c.ommunity. Dr. H. A. Giovanetti, 
of Bay Bulls, says in relation to the 
matter: 

"I have availed of every opportun-. 
ity to e~plain the i~p.ortance of c~re . 
and the feeding of infants. Nine of 
every ten children .are bottle f ed,and 
moth·ets have. not the slightest idea 
concerning the pr·oportion o-f food for· 
certain ages, and the sterilization of 
bottles and other accessories of in-· 
fants~ In some cases mothers rthink 
a child at six months is able to eat 
~d ·digest pork, ·C·abbage, etc., hence 
result of Infa11tile Mortality, Scrofula, 
Riclcets and Enteritis." 

Doctor Anderson writes: 
"Very evident that Tea is an item 

of each meal. r.J:ajority of .children 
were aware that it is a stimulan,t, not · 
a: true food. I will rerµrurk here that · 
I believe that persistent us.e of strong 
tea is ~ predisposing cause of anae
mia which I cannot help noting in 
quite a number of pupils examined. I 
hazard the opinion that the resulting 
consrtipation -leads to an, intox-icatio·n, 
intestinal in origin, which has an ef-. 
feet on Red Corpuscles of bloqd re~ 

sulting in Anaemia. · I argue principal-' 
ly on theory put forward as cause ·of j 

Pernicious Ana-emia. (I have: kno'\vn 
'-

c 11 i l dr en six months old to be given tea 
witl1out millr.) '' · ; 

Another maitter of general ·interest 
referred to in the Report of the Com
mission is the teaching of domestic · 
science, \Vhich.., is about to be under ... 

\ 

taken. It is a well known fact · that · 
Newfoundland families make poor , use 
of the food they have, and besides 
without any more expenditure they. 
might greatly increase the variety of 
ithe food and with material benefit. 
With this purpose in view the Com
mission on Public Health has under
taken to equip a room for the teach" 
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--.,_,,_ '-·' ~ . ·. •.. . , 
' :-r 

" i ' ·-,, i '.:.' ~ . j I . • ~ ' -. 
• •• l "' ' · r.:: -:- . • ,, ,, ,, • I ~. 0 _, ~ " • >' • ' /) · 

ing . of_ '.domesti_c sc~enc,e a:µp. cookery .. 
- . . ' ~ 

The roo:qi -, will" be in charge .o_f ,.::an . ex-- . - ,. . - . . . ...... .. .. - ' 

pert t~<tcher·, . "\vhq has alr~ady peen. ~. 
. l 

secu:reCJ... In this ·ma1t~er . the Sup~r:-
·- ' ' ' 

lntend~nts: . o! Educa~ion of . the , thre~ 
leading denominations_ . are working 

. . 1 • • .,.; 

together; and recently Mr. v . . P. 
Burke visited Canada and the United 

. -- .~ - \ . - .. 
- - .. ,; 

St~ites~ . and wit~ . :con~iderable . exer-
. ' . ' ' .. 

tion he -finally w~s :abl~ to .secure the. 
services cf _a _ first class teacher "\vho 

! " _. ~ ,. _,. • . . • 

vvill , soon. arri11e. Classes 'vill . be 
·~~ 1 - ~ I - • • •. • l > \ 

open~d in . tl1e, city, but particularly for 
" . • .. I . _ f ' ·-~ ~ • - I -~ 

pupil teacl1err; , -vvho it is · hoped -vvill . be 
- '·. }.. ' . . - - . .. . ., - ·: ~ .~ ; - -~- ,;,. ' .. .. 

able . to irp.part , the knowledge · in_' __ turn 
• - l • , ( . - .. .. or,.., lo .. - ' 

t()., yarious .. i)3:rts . ()f L~he_ ~:s ian<f~ ..... 
1

. 

There is anotl1er matter dealt vvith 
- ~' ... .• ':". 'I ~ ... ~· ct;' 

by these docto.rs, and ·that is _ the ,-v~t-

~r · supply, 'Yi.th regard t~ ·v1hicl~ \Ve. 
• • - ~ J ' ,,; - a. .;;\ .. ' --· 

cannot be too careful. Dr. H. A. 
-- .. ,.... • ... l 

Gio-v-anetti writ~s fro~1 ~a}~ ,Btills: _ 
- • r • 

''The 'vater supply _is deplorable. 
• T ' • • ' -· . • 

rh~r.e . are only about t\v.e11ty vvells in 
• • - : • - ... [ : ' .t ;j • - • • 

t,b.~. d~~tri.~t, the \vater .. qf wl;li9{1 Il?-0-Y 
be . used ,for drinl{ing . pl,lrposes. All 

• • - > \ 

rthese are 61J.en t.o drainage and im-: 
! :_~ :', ~ .:· ,\- •.., ~,_ •J>., 

purities of every description." 
,rir. \Vhit~ · ironi·' rrrinity saysj:. 

~ - t • · 1 • i: . ,. • ... f 

"In some of tl1e settlements ther ·! 
' •·. • r :- , _ • • . • .., .,. i , _ .. :;, ,. _ , _, , . 

are f_ew \vells OiVvned . by private in--
. · ( .. ~~ .. :-~~- ,;,·· )":, '···' 

dividuals .and thof:?e in_. _general use 
• ' '· • • ~ • _· • I, • ~ ; • ' • ' ~ ; ::: 

have been bt1ilt by Government aid. 
:1 ,_:t·. ' ' .,. --_,_'. 

These Gover11me11t bt1ilt \Yells are the 
_. J! • • . - - • .f ' • -- " t •• ! ~ 

ones _most frequently found in 'an un-
heait.hy -'condition, there "being no .· one 
vvhose ~'bu~ines;s it- i~ . to see 'that . they 
; l ~ ' i .. _~ i '~ . . i ,_··. ~ F • • ;, It ·: • ' • 

are properly cared for, and ·as they 
, ; ~ ', ; . , ~ . • ... • _i . . .-· ~ ~ , ·-.. ~ . 

are "public property" it is difficulit to 
persuad:e "_any one perso~i to ,. took aJ· 
ter . th'.ein u~le.ss a gra~t f~om the' gov~-

.;: <' 'i ., i ' • ~ 'II <I' 'i ~ ~s \ i. :" • . ;, I 

ernrq.ent can be guaranteed at t11e 
• ' ' t. • ~ • • ' - ~ • ~ • ' • !. ~- j, • 

same time. Until, and u11less, string-
' ·~l}.:~ ' ·: },~ .· ", ·.• :-·' 

·~nit meast1res _lJe . a:dopted in co:q.nec-
, -.!, ·;.,... ' ,. , - ' \ ,_ ~ •• • _ •• 

tion wlth these so_ called "public. wells" 
# -~ • ! l . .:, ,1 • • I ,; . • ., • t 1 "- , l " •' · 

they will continue to be what they so 
... : ~ . • • .f \ 1 • ;i : .'_.. • - - . , ' ,:'\ .' • - ! -

frequently. are-a menace to t11e. health 
~ ., ~ l ' -- .. -. .I-··~ ~ < ~ ' -

of the com_¥lu11i.ty. . The lasit. _outbreak 
of typhoid • feve! ··. in .. thi~ - d.istrtGt, .' .in 

• ,, ; .. . r - • , ~ ' . ' t • f. ··~ 

"\vhicl1 tP,er,~. _were some fifty cases, . or-
• - . ' ' " • -, - l . ' ' -. . ' 

iginated from a public 'well that no 
o~e' would cl-e~ri .. :because the . G~verri~ · ,. . ' ~ .. . . . . . . : . ~ - ... -~ ·-

' . / . 

m_en t had . not granited any . rrion~y for 
•, • • • ' • ;, lo • - - • 

the purpose." 
- ,_ \ . . ' I ' 

Dr. L. · J. Giovanetti of,, Trepassey., 
,.:. ,..• ... ~ . ~ ~- . . , .- , -.... .,. - - . 

report$: 1 _ .. , - _: .n,, , . 

. ·"o.n ~.the . ot~er 11anr1, the water §UP'." · 

p;!y of 'frepassey y~llage/ ,I .fear is :so . 
baq . t~a,t it c~nlfot b~ du~i~-c?iite_d in aJ;l~ . 
outport in. thi~ qq~o,ny. A~ the most, 

• • .. , r ...-; ... ~ . ;;,. ( .:: ~ . _ . t 

rr.repasser _ h~s , .. o:r;i.Ir :,. thr~.e . pri".a~.e 
"\vells, ·so called, their .numbe,r being 

f - _,I ' ;. .• • .:: \ l• ~ _- "t. ' _,,, • • --- \ ' 

abo11t six. . Of these .six .wells, b;ut tw.o . 
I • ·"'" • '\ (' t' I • ~ "- ' " J' 1 • .: .l. ;, -- .# 

have water in .tl1ern :during the , clr.x 
•• ' ,J '~ ....... • ~- ' ... ~!!' ' .!!••.· 

season, ~t1<:l the~.e t-vv.o ~re ~itu~~ed ~q . 
_, ... ·-· .. ; ._ ...... _, 

near ·i:he road that .the road drain~ge 
.._ . _ _ ,- I _-.r~ ' l .._ • - ~ 

is continually soaking into .. rthem. It 
'~ ... __ ?~;; • •. , - • r . 

has been the custom of Goyernment ir;i_ 
tl1~ pas·t · t~ p~ape mo,~.e~~. -a.t , th.e.· (i_i~~ 

,,.. ·-~ • , ... ~ - ' . ~ ' .. ~ • . • ) f • -

pos~l , .of ' th~ . p~epp_l~ . f9:t: . we,11 'd_iggipg.,. 
1Tl1ose .. to , v1.hom these . moneys . w~r.s ..... . . . ~ -"' - . 

gi,ven appar ently ha.d li1ttle or · . ~lo 
~nowledge of sa~1itation o~. tµe finding 
of water. It is. tl1e usual thing he.re 

. ,• ~ . . ' -

to dig dovvn a fe\v feet, stri~e .a big 
rock, ,thell, qei11g trµaple, for W;lnt · of 
P.~opar ~o.Qls, . ~9 . go dee·p~r, _ they w~ll . 
up tho _sides of the hole_; .when rain 

" - !'... ~ ~- " - • _, ~ • .. • " ~ ' 

con1es. vvater from . the surfac_e soal{S 
'. ~·~. ;. ~ ·.:.. '. - ' • • -l ; ~.: 

in,, and. .. tlien, it . is. _c_all,e~ . ~ .. well., . It 
a.ppca.r_s to m.e tl1e . o_nly- bepefit .. W~ :C~ 
, , , _' - r ,• • > ., .. ~ ..l - I 

get " .from aqy. ru.o,D:,eYS-. ~p~nt, .would \>~ 
gct

1 
.rro1n rth.o m a cl1i:q.e . dr,iven \velJ s, 

dr~iveu ... by th,ose ; _:\v l10 .p.nders.tq,nd the 
finding; of w Q.t£.r." , ·: · _. .· ;. ' 

_ . Jn, regard .to . th9 g~n.eral po.sitio<n of 
tP:e, . }?,ubiic ... Health · ca.:r;i1=paign, __ now it is 
a ~.w-att.e;r ~f t;tie. uitmo~t satisfaGt.ion to 
most of-those interested tn th.e 11ealth 

~· ...-~ .. ' ,,. 1 . • . • ' . 

GA-mp~ign to . S<?e that .~he 0}overn,n.ient 
i1;lltend ~stablisP.~.11g .ft · Departmen_t 9f 
Public H~alth.. Th~~ is .something that 

· has been advocated and agitated .from 
..; . -- ~ ' ,_ - . 

the start of th.e movem~nt by . the. - ~· 

~ -- . C .. , I ~~Y-. ~~Y , ;tl;lat ~he .. subje.ct - qf 
pt1blic. health in . this ... Colony is r~;t~lY 

. . . .. ~ ' 

a inatter of tvv-o things only, Infao.tile 
• .. ~ • • llt- ' • .~ 

Mortali1ty and ._ Tub.ercul.osis. , Out~side 
J - /¥ • - • ~ " .. 

of these _ t'yo thJngs the ,de~th .. rat~ .iJl 
~~ ~ l • ' " ' 

Newfoundland will compare favo.ra,blY 
with, that of any other qou~t~y~ Both 
these rthings ,are . prevent-able, . and b.cth 
should be dealt .w_ith_ actively through 

• 
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edt1cation. Public health, and educa
tion· go ha11d in 11and, and that is why 
I stated ~l1e other day ,vhen speaking 
on ithe Address, · tl1at · I was glad to see 
this year ~hat P.~blic money was 'to be · 
spent in the bt1ilding of . men rather 
than on tl1e building. of 1railways. ·Jn 
every cour1try . preventive methods 
inust per~orce follow education but 

. ' 
there is no reason wl1y beneficial pre-

, 

ventive enactments should not accom:-
pany education instead of -vvaiting. We 
inust remen1ber that all s,uch wide
sp.read national evils in most civiliz.ed 
nat~ons 11a ve , been cured and ·de.alt 

• 
with effecti-v~ely only by preventive 
i11easures and i1ot by cure. Curing 

. - . 

disease will .not eli1ninate disease 
f:ro il1 a:::-y- C(;Untry to any extent. Take 

, . 

any of the great diseases, smallpox 
leprosy, etc., and all of tliem h ·aive 

been practically eliminated, with the 
sole exception of tuberculosis and 

- ' 
all by the principle of pr~vention. Per-
l1aps tl1e mos·t remarkable instance o:f 

- . 

tl1is is tl1at w11ich has hap·pened . witl1-. , 

in tl1e memory of . all of us, the elim-. . . ~ . . ' 

ina.tion of 11 '~rdropl1obia in Gre·at ·Brit-, . 

ain. 1'~ou will reµiember that Sir 
\Valter L~ng·, ,.,.vhen Home Secretary 

. ' 

enucted a law tnat every dog shou~d 
be mt1zzled. The measure was 'sub:-. - .· . . ~ . 
jected to oppositio:µ and ridicul~; but 
the Mi11ister had the courage of his 

• • • ... ' - t 

convicti9ns,and insist_ed on · h.avi.ng the 
laws carried ou.t~· and since tl;:lat tim·e 
there ha~ not been a '. single cas_e of 
11y(lrophobi.a in Great Britain eithe1--: 
i11 dog or man. . In Germany · they fig
ure that h11man life, owing to preven
tive measures, has been recently in
creased at the rate of 27 per cent., or 
13 in 50 year$, and in E~rope general
ly it is estimated tl1at the length of 
the average human life has doubled 
in 300 years. It 11as been questioned 
·\v_hetb.er our death rate ·is what the 
vital statistics say _it is. . The ·Com
mission on: Public Health tqok up this 
matt~r when first appointed and they 
found them v·er:y unreliable : ,but they 

found they haq · a very . efficie~t offibet-' 
in . Mr. Doyle and · with 11is assistance 

. .. , . . - . ~ 

they tri~d to · get . some imprpvement,: 
and· did succeed. to spme . extent, . and 
for .St. Joh:µ'~ at .. · 1~a.st, ; these sta ... 
tistics·. are no\v qoµbtless .correc.t . . But 
the ,~rgun1ent as ·to tl1e extent of. tub
erculosis vvould be · alm,ost as . strong 
to-day- if tl1er~ were no 'rital ~tatistics. 
Tl1e evidence is all a,rcund us. I bave 
noted here· a fei;.v extracts fi:om these 
r~pcrts whicl1 I \Vill i1ot, however, 
wer..ry tl1e House with now. One saYi3 

·' 
eig·ht, .anotl1€r seven and anoth.er, five 
a11d the vital statistics show . only . 
atout tl1ree. \Vb.en we see that it is 
1.5 in England and . 1.6 in New York 
state, we knovv: it is far too . high ... Sier· 
vVn1. MacGr~gor, i;.vh_o _long ago -vve:qt 
into tl1is quest.ion, "\Vas of the opinion 
tl1at tl1e death ,r_ate was yery .. much 
higl1er than .sl19wn by . the vital sta_
tistical r~turus. I,n . speakirig_ of pub
lic 11ealth anc1 .e.duc,atiqn, I "'\Vant to .say 
that there is ·one point ~t: whi~h they 
actually n1eet, and that is t4,e r:µedical 
in.sp2cticn of . scl1ools. . I . ~.now .. tb..eFe 
are .1nany 'l,vho .thinlr. thif? · 2 smal~ _µiat- · 
tcr, but .if _tl1ere is one _point .. _upon 
w.hich th2 Corr11nission have bet}n 
st rong . it is the :rp.edical inspection_· o.t 
scl1ools. Not only is that . inspection of 
enor1nous . value ,in . improving the 
health of the cl1ildren., but we _ can ob
tain i11 tl1is .way. and only in _this way 
a record of ithe , , tendencies of .th.e 
country, whether g0od or bad. As .an 
index for getting. information regard
ing tl1e . physical . trend .. of our people; 
there. is nothing the Gov~ernment ca.n 

I 

do \\rhich will be of such. great value as . . . . 

this. Anothe·r point is, that .there .ar.e 
-an enormous number of physical disr
abilities which can only be dealt with 
in childhood, and should be dealt with 
then, as they may · and .do become per
man·ently fixed: This inspection ~ould 
be set on foot with but little expense, 

c• • ' • ~~ ' • ) j • 

·at least, in most part of the ,isJq.nd. · . . ~ . 

The Comn1ission of Public IIealth h .ave 
• - ~ l - ; 

n1ade it one. of the .· 0-u~ies of its cu~.: 
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por.t representatives tl1at its doctor 
should look after the ·scl1ool, but the 
doctor has no po\ver to enter the 
school, and in one case at least, tl1e 
School Board objected; but in most 
cases rthey were willing and the doc
tors did the work, one or two of the1n 
voluntarily, mal{ing some individual 
examination of the children. . In tl1is 
report you will find a detailed analy-
sis of some of the school inspections, . 
and Dr. Ple-vves, Dr. Anderson, and Dr. 
H. A. Giovanetti, particularly, has giv
en instances which certainly warrant 
the conclusion that ft1rther extension 
of the system is desirable. One thing 
brought ou1t in. these reports is that th~ 

teeth oti the Newfoundland children· 
are very susceptible to . decay, and it 
is thought that a large amount of sick
ness in later life is caused by this. vVe 
have nort been able to have the doctors 
do anything in regard to treating the 
children, and legislation would be re
quired for that, but treatment of sim
ple ailments would follow as a mat1ter 
of course and the cost wot1ld be very 
trifling for the value received. Doc
tors ought also to be given power un
der certain lim.itations to close: 
schools, as in the appendix of · rthe 
Public Health Report, it is shown 
that there, are a number of ..schools 
that ought to be closed up until cer
t~in simple changes \vl1ich would cost 
next to nothing were rhaae. There 
might be only trifling causes, for in
stance filthy surroundings, unswept 
doors, etc. The doctor should have 
po\-ver to notify the School Board· 
that if the place was not cleaned up 
he would close ithe school. The doc
tors see the evil now,but Me unable 
to correct them, but they would be 
correctedl then. 

I want to refer here to the very 
princely gift of Mr. W. D. Reid 
and his two brothers, H. D. and R. G. 

·Reid, to the Colony of $100,000 for the 
purpose of building Sanitaria. As far 

'---

as I am personally concerned and the 

A. P. C ... executive, we think this gift 
ought to do an extraordinary amount 
of' good. Personally I express the 
opinion that there can be no complete 
policy for eradicating consumption 
\Vithout the establishmenit ·af institu
tions. I have stated in a circular re
cently sent out that the executive of 
the A. P. C. regard this extremely 
handsome gift \vith the utmost satis
faction, and as a most valuable addi
tion to the fight. But, Sir, it is an
other question when we come to con
sider how \Ve are going to deal \Vith 
it. If it' is spent injudiciously it is 
going to result in an enormous vvaste 
of money and energ)r, and the Colony 
can affo:;1d neither one nor the other. 
We ought not to ,deceive ourselves 
about one thing, andl thait is the ex-
penditure that \vill be required to pro
perly administer thP.se Sanitaria. 
Figures have b-een brought forward to 
show what rate the Signal Hill Hos
pital has been run a~t. One hundred 
patients have been treated there at a 
cost of $6,000. But if \Ve figure out 
rthe average nt1mber of patients wl10 
have been there, the cost per day, per 
patient, has been nearly one dollar, to 
be exact 84c. per bed per day, and 
that hospital is run in the cheapest 
pos,sible way. I do not mean to say 
rtl1at t11e patients are in any \Vay 
stinted, very much the contrary. 
When Dr. Campbell tool\: charge of the 
increased number of consumptives in 
that institution, \Ve agreed to pay him 
a small fee on the understanding that 
he visited there twice each week. I 

think that he has never missed one 
day, however, for the past twelve 
months, except when once or twice 
within the past three weeks, the roads 
were so bad that he could not get up. 
The Mrutron, Mrs. Winslow, is a first 
rate manager and an enthusiast, the 
staff efficient, and the whole place is 
very cheaply run. I do not think we 
could get a more competent manager 
than Mrs. Winslow to run ilhe place 
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as cheaply and as \vell as she does. 
My impression is that the operation of 
the Reid i11stitutions through the 
country are going to cos1t more and 
for this reason, that one of the prin
cipal things in treating consumptives 
is good food. Patients 11ave to be well 
fed and the getting and preparing of 
food in ~ these isolated Sanitaria will 
be quite an item. I do not think they 
can be run fur less than $1 per bed 
per day. I have made a short calcula
.tion. Sixteen district s:initaria w1i+h 
an average of six patients each per 
da.y means approximately 100. On the 
usual calculation of cost of erection, 

·viz.: ~500 per bed the sanitarium in 
St. John's would -account for 100 pa
itie11ts more, or say 200 in all at one 
dollar per day -vvould cost say $70,000 
per annum. rr11e expenses would not 
stop there. You 11ave to look after 
the fan1ilies of some of these people. 
You cannot take a consumptive mo
ther or father "\Vithourt looking after 
the fan1ily. That will add very con
siderably to the cost of operating and 
keeping up these establishments. On 
the other hand I am of opinion rthat 
the principle of local institutions is 
undoubtedly the right one. You can
not get people to go to a sani~_~ri.um 

r 
in Sit. John's when living in White 
Bay. But anything may be overdone 
and my view is that any decision, at 
this moment w Lthout experience or any 
developed org.)nization to go into the 
erection of sixteen sanitaria will be a 
n1ost dangerqus one. The Commis
sion on Public Health have three 

' . 

times in their repo·.rt8 ref ()'.rr.ed to sani· 
~aria and they proposed in their re
port of 1910, if the Govt. felt like 
increasing rthe grant to establish one 
experimentally~ One correspondent, 
Dr .. Plewes,has long be·en an extreme
ly ... strong advocate for local sanitaria, 
and would lil{e to see a first one start
ed at Hant's Harbor, und1er his car·e·,for 
he is an enthusiast, and as far back 
as rtwo years ago he submitted to ·us 

plans for an inexpensive tentative in
stitution. The Commiss·ion have al
"\vays felt that they must he~itate 

-about recommending thei!r establish
ment 011 any considerable scale · large
ly, on tl1e ground of expense. The 
1911 report which has been tabled was 
'vritten before any kno\vledge was had 
of this gift, and consequently the mat
ter was not dealit vvith by them, and 
they have made no pronouncement on 
the matter, nor held any discussion 
concerning it, so anything I may say 
is entirely my private view. On the 
01ther hand the Commission have 
shown their attit11de up to a certain 
point by going to the Goi.rernment and 
asking them to remodel the Signal. Hill 
Hospital in such a way rthat 30 con
sumptives could be tak.en and treated 
there. That is sufficient to show that 
the Commission has not been in prin
ciple opposed to sanirtaria. In 1910 
when Dr. Keegan, the Secretary of the 
Commission, went away, he was com
missione·d to look 'into· the question of 
sanitaria, and his report was not that 
sanirtaria were no good, but that the 
results which were accomplished by 
sanitaria wer.e often exaggerated,both 
because it was doubtful if some of 
their cases were originally in the true 
category of consumptives at all, and 
because many of those discharged as 
cured were never heard from again, 
and iit was uncertain as to whether 
they remained perma~ently cured or 
not, so that statistics of their results 
were subject to question a1s. to details, 
but I do not thinl{ it "\Vas ever question
ed that they had done and were doing 
an enormous amount of good. 

· Another' point is when we a:re talk
ing about Sa.ntaria we generally re-
f er , to the class of institutions 
known as Sanitaria for incipients, 
not institutions for advanced classes. 
The two represent very ·d+iff erent pol
icies. If we establish Sanita,ria for 
curative purpos·es only will we get 
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. . . - . -

incipients to go there. I'm af,r,aiid 
. - . . 

not.. - In .f·act it is ·now very difficult 
to get even · ad\:ranced c1.ses to g·o to 
h·ospitals- for .treatment, not to speal.r 
of tl1ose · who are not yet . seriously . . " . 
in·capac1tated.· It is always difficult 
to get . p~ople fn the incipie11t stag;e 

' 

to believe 'they are Sllff ering from 
consu1nptiori~ Ofte11 when they· feel 

' .. ' ... . .. 

affected- they call a doctor a11d· if h~ 
tells them they are consumi:tive tl1ey 
disbelieve him anc1 · not · infrequently 
call i~ , anotl1e1

:- doctor ·to report other· 
wise. It 11as come under my . pefl
sori.al notice among tl1e working 
cla-sse_s o} St. J ol1n' s that they even_ 
dis.like tl1e idea of consulting a doe-

r ~ • • 

tor at all. . I 119' ve known worlrmen 
• l \ - . 

suffering . from ·different ·diseases,per-
l1aps !fOt consumption, ·but with d·rop
sy or . some other in:'1ection continue 
at their occur:ationn until tl1ey 
collapse, despite advice to see a 
medical m 1n, and gradually getting 
worse; 1:1-ntil . able : to work no longer, 
After · being treate.d and improved in 
hospital a man will very often _ · rei
fuse nature's warning again and will . 
continue \Vorking notv1itl1stsnding 
this previous warning, instead of re
cognizing the wisdom 0~1 taking 
things in tin1e. • The same process, 
is lil\:ely to g·o on '\vith the ordinary 
consumptive. Whe·n, after the ·first 

~ 

impro·vement · followin:g Sariitaria 
treatment he · feels l1imself sufficient
ly recovered to be about again, will 

; 

he not insist upon going out,with :evr 
cr)r · prospect of a relapse and of fur~ · 

i - · • 

ther infecting the community? This 
has been the experfe11ce of the · Signal 
Hill : Hospital, at any ·ra_te. · I think, 
Mr. President, that t11e practical val~ . 
ue of Sanitaria should be properly 
tested · before any · large expenditure 
of public .. f·unds be undertaken. As a 
tria,l ·a Consumption Hospital, witl1 
two ·vvings, might be built; one wing 
to,_ serve for 'incipient cases, .and· the 

• 

uther wing .ifor advanced .. ca:ses, ··.and: 
11.eitl1er to 11ave any c-onnection :with 
the other. Something of this kind · . . ' 

sl1ould " ~ertainly _}je trie·d before · .sev·_ 
enteen of · tl1ese · e~tablishments · are 
erected and ope ~~a.ted. Any line or 

. ' 

wo·rk can be ov~r · done. I un·d·e:r:-
stand that it is the op.inion o~ some . . 
peop1e t11at· tl1is ca1npai~n can be. efl 
fectively operatedl by placing train· 

. . 

ed nurses in large numbers a11d per-. . 
ma.nently through all outports. The . . 

v1orlr o.f nurs.es is absolutely . invalu· 
able. vVe have had tl1e most splen: 
did worl{ out of tl1e nur:ses we have 
had 'here, bllt, lilte all . these meas
ur.es, the system ha.~~ its limitations. 
For inst::nce, . C1 ri. urse going to a ' 
s1nall outpoyt -vvill l1a v e . a wonderful 
effect and influence pe:-l1aps for a 
vveek or two,but i~ sl1e remains1 the-re 
too 19ng she \;"ery quickly is liable tq 
lose her influence, so tl1at it is not a 
system u11iversally · ttpplic:i.ble to tl1e 
ex cl us·ion of other tl1ings. Then, 
again,! am aware that ;-,::>me 11ave ad· 
vised the Go·vern111ent to dea.1 · solely 
"'.ith this p·roblem through establis~ 

ing of disper1s '.1~ies. A dispensa-ry, I_ 
may briefly explain, is the system 
whereby consumptives who are ex 
pected to come to a central office or 
building a~ certai11 times are treated 
v;eighed, · examined and prescribecl 
for, an<i frofi?. . wl1ich the visiting 
nurse is ·directedl by a doctor in 
charge. The system of dispensaries 
is specially ·suited to large centres of 
population, and 1especially to . large 

. . . - . 

cities, but it is obvious that when we 
- · . 

!20IDe to . a . sparsely populated coJ.st
line such ·as obtains over a large p·ro-

. . 

portion of Newfoundland, tl1e value 
of the ·d.is.pensary system is very lim-

~ . - ' -· . ~- .. 
ited, and co11sumptive patients could 
not be . got week after week to walk, . 
say,. 11alf a nlile, and in some cases 
three and four miles, p@rhaps n1ore. 
f.ron1 · isol n.ted 11ouses o\rer bad roads 

• 
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iri ' t 'o the ·dispen·sary to' be vveig·l1ed, 
' 

etc:, nor could the nurse cover these 
djstances and' 'risi t these families . in 
any number. . The d1spensary syS'-

. ' . 

tern; for pra.ctical 'vorking, has there-
. . . - ~ . 

foi·e limitations as well_, but I . thin~ -
that . this will be found. to .be t~e c~se 

. . 
in regard to any one method, _ · and 

tl1e for these reasons I think that . ' 

Legislature ·should feel their way . ' 

with some caution and n.ot be rash 
• 1 "· 

iri adopting a policy vvithout expel'· 
ience, or ' i11 boldly ple~ging them
selves · to an expenditure of the very 
1 21~ge · sum that would pe · needed to 
administer thes~e· 17 Sanitaria. \Ve 

have been told tl1at it · would be de
sirable to get an e~p-ert' here '. from 
a broacl to · report on the ·position. · · I 

' - ' - ! 

may say tl1 '.l t I think that tl1is is 

absolutely unnecessary and inadvis-
; . . . 

able. · Such · an expert would first · of 

all · have to live Iiere and familiarlie 
\ J \ ., 

himself with 'tl1e conditions of the ' 
Coioriy. . The figl1t against consump-

~ f .; 

tion, practically speakin·g·,' , has now 
. . . 

• ' t ' 

ceased to be a meicl'ic'.li problem,broad 
medical · fa.cts beirig· so well esta.b~ 
lished. ' It .· is no longer a medical pra
blern, but a social p r'·oblem. ·· Please 
understand tliat . I am· not criticisin~; 

either the ·g'ift or the acceptance· of 
. ' . 

the' gift. , · Ori t11e · contr·ary;· I · · ·vvel-
- . f • .4 • 

come both. The' criticisms. ·or ratl1· 
e·r suggesti.ons, ·which I niake· . a:r'e 
critl.cisms '. and . s,ugg·estions ' rega~.(l ' 
ing details~ . not . re'garding the gen 
eral principal ... involved. Gover!lO 
lVIacGr·egor's position· has been · re.; 

- . 
ferred to, and I will point out tho.t 
lii's· fi 1.~st add'ress was given at a 'p 1il)1-

lic . meeting, a,ri.'d 11e recomm 3Illlt.~d 
Sanitaria. · · The Associa.tion · ba(l 1Jot 

' 

been forme·d '·wl1en he ' gave 't11a.c_ [id~· 
. . . ~ . . ' . . . . 

dres·s. · 'T11e second address \V''.ts . 61 v· 
. . 

eii 'to .. a public meeting of the A.P.C. 
. . . . 

and His Excellency's recomme;ndation · 

was tl1at the· 'A~P.C . . could · not a.,._ 
' ~ 

ford ·to ~r.ect and · opera.te · Sanitaria 
That was a meeting of the· A~ P. C. 
wl1ich tho p~blic· ~rere inviJ.:ed to . at
tend. I would like t.o r,o~nt out · .to 

< • 

tl1e House that in the· o;:igi,nal ad~ 

dress g'iver1 ·by Sir Willia.m MacGreg.:. 
. . . ·. 

. . 
or he outlined a progra111me ~onsist•· 

. . . 

ing· of fourteen items, \\'l1ich, at _the . 
time tl1a t 11e read, it seeme1d to nie . 
to bf~ quite beyond any expectations 

. . - . 

that we eou_ld h i ve, _ but I am. glad tQ 

say that to-clay nearly every it!e1n 
in tb_at address is. eithet· being car\. , . . ~ . 

ried out or is in a fair way to ;be· c:ar.:· 
. :_· ) - . ' - . . . 

ried out. Sir WilliJ.m M·acGregor's 
, 

report refers to th~ housing ~rob· 

lem in St John's. It would take . ' ' . . 

too long to deal with this matter at 
tl1is time, and I do not wish to tlO so. 

. . 

beyond stating my belie·f that it ls 
I • 

impossible to do very much by pl1.l~ 

anthropic · gifts, and that this is a. t>-11s
·in~ss question'. which will ulti1nately 
have to b~ deaJt with '• by. 'nro' :iclin,5 
the. means , whereby landlords caJl 
borT'OW money at a' low. l'a~e ,ll~ · ; nt ,~, ,:,;. 

; ~ 1 - , 

es.t on t:1e security o.f1 · their ground 
. " - . 

and houses ·arid that wh·en th t..t fund ' ,. . . ,. 

11as been provided, they <'an µe forc-
e"i to repl '.lce the pr1·ese.nt. unsa11it.ary 
·dwelli~gs · in tlle city." 1, ilO<,d . tt.t ;tt 

th~ g~.ft of tb'.e Messrs. · Rei1 speci·. 
fie·s that it 'is to be invested in San-1-
tarfa or I-Iospitals, . not neces..:;urily jn . . ' 

wl1at are· generaily ·· considered to !J~ 
' . . 

Sanitari1-. This · permtt:: ·i latiti.1rle: 
' 

and a cl1ofce which requires t11n ut.' 
• _ . . ~ , _• , •; I io ;_ 

most ·ccnsider'ation. Furth·~· r1nr,:·0, · r. · 
feel ce:~"tain that the Messrs. Reid 
wo'u1cl onJy des1re' that tl1eir gift '1nd 
tl1eir money sliould be utilize·d }11 1 J1P 

best p_ossible ' way for tl1e redt16ti 1ri 
, . 

of' tuberculosis,arid that they :1re nc•t . . -~ 

tied down 'tq ·any . specific , ki11d. of i.n~ 
1stitution. ·As· 1coinparing Sa11ti .a,t~ja · 

fo·r Consumptives with bospitalG fr,r 

advanced cases, · combined . with· r1v~~~ 

ers . of . i~·en10,1a1· · and segregation,·· . I 



LEGISLA1'IVE COUNCIL P.RCCEEDINGS. 

would point out that San.itaria :for 
1ncipients are prima,rily in the line 
~f curative measures, although (~ctu

cative results would contribute to 
I . 

prevention indLrectly while segre.gat~ 

ing hospitals · ar·e mainly preventive 
measures. Another point that I 
raise~ as of the utmost importance,is 
that of the distribution of these in
stitutions in the electoral districts. 
Under · the pr·oposed ·distribution, w.e 
hav.e a large sanitarium in St. John's 
and in. Conception Ba)r, which is in 
close daily touch with St. John's, we 
have the following: One sa.nitamum 
jn Carbonear, with population of 
p,000; one in Port de Grave, with 
population o~ 7 ,400; one in Harbor 
Main, with population of 9,500; one 
in Bay de Verde, with population o! 

9 ,800; and one in Harbor Grace, with· 
population of 12,600. All these di&
tricts are in close touch with St. 

• 
John's and also with one another. 
It will be noted that we have a . total 
of 43,000 people. with five sanitaria, 
or one sanatorium to every 8,000 
people. In Trinity Bay, parts of 
whicb are terribly isolated, in Bona
vista Bay, ·which is also somewhat is .. 
olated, and in Twillingate District, 
w.hich is practically out of touch with 
St. John's, you have in each distmct 
approximately 20,000 people, with 
one sanatorium, against one sanatori-
um for every 8,000 people in Concep· 
tion B.a.y, together with the · Iarge jn· 
stitution capable of taking as many 
patients. as all the rest put together, 
close at hand in St. John's. I sub· 
mit that the ·distribution or these 
institutions, whate,ver they m J..y be, 
should be strategic by 11opulation, 
and not ·arbitr.ary by electo:ral ·dd.~

tricts.. M·r. President, there- is one 
method where:by; in . conjunction 'Wiith 

the sp·read of education, and the 

establisl1m,ent of prop·er institutions, 

tuberculosis can be properly stamped. 
out,and that in very sl1ort order. The 
method wol1ld perhaps be considered 
a heroic one,and it is based on com· 
pulsory segregation. It has been by 
compulsory segreg·atjon that all th.e 
great national diseases hav·e, been 
stamped out (leprosy, smallpox, ·hy•. 

drophobia). The policy which is 
required is that· ·da:ngerous patjents 

'-
ought to be, at the ·desire of the 
Medical Officer of Health removable 
to a.n institution, and that they 
should be detained there. as long as 
they are dangerous. In St. John's 
many cases occur where a parent, or 
a member of a family io infecting the 
rest of the fa.mily, and where no 
an1ount of persuasion or instruction 
will induce that person to leave his 

' 
home. There are many cases also, 
where against the wishes and instruc
tion of the Doctor,patients 11ave left 
St. George's Hospital and 11ave gone 
out to reinfect their surroundings in 
crovvded parts of the town. This is 
obviously all wro11g. Th~ Medical 
Health Officet ougl1t to bf> a strong. 
man, and oug'l1t to have authority.to 
remove such cases and stop the con
tinual infection to wl1ich they give 
rise; it .is these ad-v~anced cases which 
are the principal cause of 'the spread 
of tuberculosis. In ordor to carry out 

' 

S'UCh a; policy, tl1e appointment . of 

doctors, with sufficient r~muneration 
supplementary to . their pri,rate prac .. 
tice to carry out certain public 
dt1ties i11 'every part of t11e Colony, 
would be called for. Tl1is salary need 
not be very e·normous, but it· should 
be suf1'ici.ent, with what a medical 
man earns from his private practice, 
to . ma-ke him independent or·· the 
serious effect of making an occasion~ 
al enemy. I approve, Mr. President, 

of the system of having 1imall insti· 
, ~:. 

tutions in local districts. As to .the 
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most recent views expressed else· 
where in connection with the fight 
against consumption, I would like to 
quote the following extra.cts from the 
very latest of the large. meetings of 
which I have been able to g·et parti· 
culars. At a meeting of the Canadian 
Association, held at Toronto during 
the currency of 1911, the view was 
almost unanimous, tl1at segregation 
of advanced cases. is the most essen
tial item for the reduction of dis
eases. Dr. vVilcox of Cornell Uni· , ' 

versity, said: 
"A decreasin.g · amount of T.B. ap· 

pears in connection with the increase 
in the population of advanced cases 
segregated in hospitals or other instl· 
tutions and this a.Imost regardless of 
any and all other factors. A station
ery or _increa.sing amount of T. B. 
appears in connection w'i th a failure 
thus to segr·egate advanced cases in 
hospitals or othe·r institutions and 
this almo.st r.e·gardless of any a.nd all 
other factors." 

. Dr. Livingston Harrand, Secy. u~ 

S. National Association for the Pre
vention of T.B., said: 

"To the lay mind the greatest set'-

Dr. Arthur Newsholme, of Edin
burgh, has stated: -

' "No influence except that of. insti-
t r;_~ i :: nal seg·regation has appeared in 
actual experience in a constant rela· 
ti on to t11e_ amount of T .B., and it 
must tl1erefore be accepted as having 
been the predominant influence-." 

And \vhat I rthink is this that there 
is no individual to-day in this Colony 
vvl10 is able to give a comprel1ensive 
and reliable and final decision as to 
"\vhat ought to be done regarding the 
best programme regarding tl1e expen-
diture of the large amount ' of1 mone) 
involved, and I rthink tl1at the Gov
er11ment, if I n1ay be permitted to sug
gest it, ought to appoint a committee,' 
on \Vhich they would be represented, 
\vith a representation of medical n1en, 
including some outport representa
tives, to include also some representa
tives of laymen, who have specially 
interested thernselves in the move-• 
ment, such as Th1r. Fearn, Mr. Gosling, 
Mr. Gibbs a11d others, and particularly 
the School Inspectors and teachers, if 
possible, and that the whole subject 
sl1ould be put in their hands for re
port. Tl1e essence of 8uccess in deal
ing wiith this matter is to have it non
political. I think the first step to take 

vice of that historic International is to have a committee of people who 
Congress upon Tuberculosis was the 
clear cut emphasis. upon tl1e absolute
Iy rundamental necessity of the care 
of the advanced case if prevention of 
·T. B. is to be obtained. The most 
striking statement of the facts was 
Newsholme's masterly ·discussion of 
the fall o~ tl1e Tuberculosis deatl1 ·rate 
and the causes which hav.e contribut .. 
ed thereto. By a study of all available 
statistics he showed a direct relation 
between the ·d'iniinution in the mor 
tality and the amount of institutional 
provision for cases of this disease, 
and he showed further that in tl1is 
relation . the hospital for the ad1vanced 
ca.ses was the fundamental f.actor." 

' 

have had these matters in their minds 
a11d have had it for. so1ne years, .ancl 
I suppose it will be found that if such 
a Committee were to meet it would 
find as ma11y different vie\vs as were 
found in the House of Assembly the 
other day, but rthat as the result of 
discussion, divergent views will to a 
great extent becon1e unified. It is only 
by getting such people together that 
you will obrtain a safe method of deal
ing witl1 the whole question. I con
sider the di,Jcunsions which have tak
en place in the Assembly, while ..ac
rimonious at times, have done an en" 
ormous amount of good, and have in
terested the public in the question as 
it couid l.lOt b~Ye been inter~~ted oth-
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e:rwise, and I think that probably the 
. .. _vusition and_. the Gover_nn1ent _ l1ave 

:t,:;a.rnt a great deal 111ore about the sub
ject, than tl1ey knew before, by ilhe 
exchange of ideas. I think the Gov
ernment should appoint such a con1· 
mittee before they commit themsel· 
ves to anything definirte on · any larger 
1:1cale. lYlr. President, tl1ese things 
may be considered far from the prov
ince of the Bill which I have the honor 
to mo\re to its second reading, but the 
House will, I am sure, accept my 

a:pologies for havin~ deitained them so 
long. 

HON. J. A. ROBINSON-It is not 
~Y intention, Mr. President, to reply 
or refer at any length at the p1resent 
time to the very lengthy and dec:Lded -
ly controversial add.ress by the gent-
leman who h" ,s just sat down, as in a 
very short time, I p·resume a bill will 

' come up here to be considere·d, in the 
ifiscussion of which, tb 8 remarks of 
the hon. gentleman will, no doubt, 
be referred to very completely. • 

. My -. object in rising is to speak 
on the B'ill the · second reading ·o·f , 
which has been moved tl1is afteirnooi1 

. ' 

entitle·d "An · Act to Prevent ·'Prom'is· 
cuous Spitting." With muc·h tliat -Hon. 

. ' . 
Mr. Harvey pas st.:id I think we shall 
all be in accord, but I take exception 
to the statem,ent that nine-tenths of 

the consu~ptio.n is due to promiscu
ous spitting. -,,It may be due largely 
to spitting in private dwellivss hous
es. but the only ·trR.nslation the Leg
islature can put on the phr'ase "prom
isc·uous spitting,'' so far as. I can see, 
is spitting out of doors. We are ce·r
tainly face to face with a problem, 
but in grapnling with it W·e must be 
·careful how we move. The repo,rt 

' 
o!· the commissi'on circul!l.ted here, 

' ' 
. ' . 

pa2"e 25. section g. shows a recom-, . 

mendation by that Commission that 
' r · . . ~ .• . ~= -~ ~ . . r , 

the.re be enacted a moder,ate Anti· 

·spitting. Law (vide appendix d) .' We 
turn to that and see suggested one 
of the most drastic, dangerous and 
impolitic la.ws possible fo1: this or 
any other Legislature to carry out. 
Evidently tl1at view must have struck 
the Committee themsel\Tes, for this 
morni11g we receive.d another Bill 
less drastic, but still much too dras .. 
tic. This evening we received another 
Bill,_ less drastic. Surely that shows 
conclusively that this matte·r has not 
·11ad that consideration from those 
introducing it that it ought to have 
had. The bill now before the House 
is such tl1at all may support it; that 
i~ the principle of 1t; but when we 
_g·o into the details of the Bill there 
will be some a.mendments desirable. 
Mr. President, this question is not a 
new one. I am not going to say 
wl10 b:r·ougl1t 'it up first, but it has 
been considere·d, a.nd very carefully, 
~n tp.e past. In 1~03 a ;Board . of 
Health was esta.blished by the late 
Government, of which Dr. Sh·ea was . , 

President, and Dr. Rendell Vice-Pre-
l ' . • 

-sident. That Board of Health d'is· 

cussed ve7y carefully very nearly all 
t11e que'stions referred to this a.fter-

. ' noon. As a result of their work 
many great improvements :tiollowed. 
·The ambulance system, sanita.ry in-. 
spection, cleansing of the city, the 
inspection of fish, milk and tfood, the 
pu_,,ificatjon of water, the hous'ing 

.. 
p.roblem. all these \tery carei:1ully dis-
• 'f 

eussed f-1.nd action taken . upon them. 
T11e I-Iealth Inspe.ctor wa.s first ap
·pointed, and the appointment of the 

' . 

present !i.1:edical Hea.lth Offic8r was 
. 
the ·result of tha.t Commiss'ion, and 
outport' doctors came to St. · Joh~'s 

, , . 
_and disc11~sed the m8.tte·rs in various 
. ~ . .· ,. . 
,Phase,s. As you are aware. Sir, that 
. body _was _2'azPtted out of existence. 
. . 
Why,_ I do not kno'\\,,. What I want 

. . . . " . 

to draw attention to is its connec-



· LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEUDINGS. 35 
• 

tion with the Bill 
House. On July 1st, 

how before the 
1903, Dr. Fraser, 

"'Tho is a member of the Commission, 
whicl1 introduced. the Bill spoke, as 
is sho\\rn by the minutes of. that 
meeting, "of the pernicious and · in4 

sa.nitary custom of spitting in public 
places, and intimated his intention 
to introduce resolutions having for 
their ooject the suppression of a 
practice .a.t once dangerous and dirty.' 
·on July 22nd, 1903, Dr. Ftrase·r 
' 

'~moved that the Board put up no--
tices prohibiting spitting in public 
places. The matte.r was left to Drs. 
Fraser and Rendell for sugg·estions 
and recomm1endations." On July 29, 

1903, "the ·repo,rt o~ the sub-commit
tee on spitting was presented by Dr. 
Fra,ser. It consisted of two motions 
which were separately discussed. The 
first was that the following notice be 
placed in a c·onspicuous place in all 
public places of resort, inclu·ding the· 
stores of the city-'N otice, spitting 
on t11.e floor is strictly p,rohibited. By 
order of the Board of Health.' An 
amendment th2..t the wording be-
'Caution, the- pul)lic are. warned 
against tl1e dangerous ha.bit '1f spjt

ting. By or·deir o.f the Board of 
II·eal th.; proposed by Hon. John B. 

Ayre, was lost by a narro.w minority. 
This d'.ealt .with the spitting 11abit so 
far as the indoors were concerned. 
_The1re m ucl1 depended on tl1e co-oper
ation of proprietors and home author
ity generally. To quote from the 
minutes: "It was 1f!eit by many mem
bers of the Bo3..rd tl1at steps should 
be taken to pi~event spitting on the 
side\\raiks, others cons.ide,red the time 
~or action not opportune, and whilst 
approving the prli.nciple ·expressed a 
·desire to see :first \vhat effect the 
previous notices "rould hav·e. On mo
tion of Hon. J. B. Ayre sec·'Jnded by 
Mr. Watson it was ordered. tl1at tl1e 

' - ... lrt. ~ • 

following announcement be a1ttacl1e(l 
to the telegraph poles :-'Caution. 
The public are requested not to s.pit 
upon tl1e side·walks. By o.rder of 

tl1e Board or~ Health.' The Sec!'e

tary was instructed to procure the 
necessary noti;ces and to ask permis, 
sion from the telephone a,nd electr'ic 
·authorities to use their poles to 
attach their notic·es to." Quot:ng 
again from the minutes: "Dr. Fraser 
then moved that a short leaflet be 

sent to the teachers of the schools 
in the district pointing out the dan
ger of spitting a.s a means of sp,read
ing the disease and ask'ing them to 
educate the 
of the habit. 
cond by Mr. 

boys into an avoidance 
The motion was se· 

Martin and carried. Mr. 
Robinson moved and M·r. Furlong se
conded that the sub-committee al· 
ready appointed be r·equested to draw 
up the leaflet referred to in the fore
going resolution~ ·carried. Moved by 
M.r. Watson, s·econded by Hon .. J. B. 

Ayre, that it be a recommendation to 
the Gove-rnment that cop'ies of thes~ 
leaflets be sent to every school in 
the Colony, with a request to t11e 
teachers to educate the children jnto 

an avoidance of the habit o2 spit· 
ting."· 

· Now, Mr. President, I am reading 
these extra.cts because at that time a 
very C.'J.reful disc·ussion took place and 
as a result it was felt that arything 
in th;-- n.< ture of compulsi >n ·\~tot~lll 

re-'.lct injuriously, and that tl1e only 
way to deal with the question w1~s by 
e·ducation. As a result of thes.e notices 
ref,erred to, there weT'e applications 
for these cards from the public of this 
'city, the leading men .and near11r t\ll 

the stores, an·d we have it on author
·ity l-ltat the habit very gireat:·_., din1-

inished. But, Mr. Preside11t if any , . 
attemp·t a.t compulsion had ba~n in~·tle 

I fear very much that the end would 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

have bee·n very much woTse than the 
beginning. On August 12th, 1-903, to 
again quote: -"Letters were read 
from Messrs.W.D. Reid and A.M. Mac·· 
l{ay, giving assent to the Boa1 d to 
atta.c·h public notices re spittin.g . to 
the electric and ·· telegraph poles 
th:roughout the city. The Deputy 
Colonial Secretary also wrote ack· 
nowledging receipt of the resolution 
adopted at the previous meeting r_e
lative to 'Spitting' and· schools. 

"Health Inspector O'Brien reporte·d 
that he ha,d personally vis1ited most 
of , the business people on the South
side ofi .water Street, who had with 
practica.l unanimity expressed their 
approval of the Boaird's action in 
this matter. He . had ·distributed 87 4 
plac ~.rds a.nd othe.rs were being -ask· 
ed for. 

"Dr. Rendell- read a letter f~rom Dr. 
Fraser on th,e subje·ct. Dr. Fraser en· 
closed a rough draft of the pe·rsonal 
leaflet to teachers which·· was - read 
a.nd approved by those present, and 
he also ma·de suggestions re spitoons 
in large buildings. It was de·cided 
th-at the leaf1let should be published 
w'itho'l1t delay, and Dr. Ren·dell · prom
ised to communicate with D:r . . Fraser.' 

Now I would lil\:e to draw the· atten· 
tion of the Hous·e to the way in which 
this campaign against spitting was 
first in~ro~uced into . the .sch0ols of 
tl1e Colony. This . circular v1as sent 
around to .. all ,.the teachers in the - . 

Island:......... .· ,· • t 
' -

· "'By d.ir.e·cti,q,n o~ .- the Boar·d o.f 
He'-l lth. I en~l'Pi'~i. c.opies. of a leaf1let 

. prepared fo:r circulatio.n by city p:hY· 
.sicians at ·· the request of the Boar·d. 
: . "I. , a.pi .. further directed to r·eques.t 

Y:~l.lr . , kind co-operation with the 
Bo~rd ·by instructing pupils 
you·r ·care in the dangers o,r 
.qu:ir.ed and unnecessary habit 
·miscuous spitting." 

• 

under 
the a~ 
• Ol. pro-

• 

This was couched in words. that 
e,very boy, girl, man or vvoman 
educated or uneducated, could .under 
sta.nd, and was a most effect· 
ual one. It laid the foundation of 
n1uch of the opposition agains_t a 
habit w.hich,it is admi~ted,is dangerr
ous to. h u1nan life. , Dr. Fra,ser's. cir· 
cular was as (ollows: 

"SPIT.TING A DANGER 
"Published by order of the Board of 

Health, St. John's, NewfoundlaJnd 
"The number of deaths in New,. 

foundland last year due .to Consump· 
tion alone was 705, o.ut of' a total of 
3,765 flrom all cans.es. In pther 
wo.rds of very 100. deat.hs . la.st year, 
18 were due to Consumption. . Con
sumption is no longe·r believed . to be 
eIJ.tirely hereditary. It is nov · known 
to be due to a living germ, and b.e· 
fore a man can become so disease·d 
he must be exposed to the action of 

this germ; so that if everyone in 
Newfound:l3nd could have been saved 

- - ' 

from. exposure to the germs of Con-
• 

sumption, we wo1ild to-day have 7()5 
persons alive who, under the present 
conditio·1s have· .·died during ~he pa~_: 

12 month&. 
"By fa-r the most common method 

of scattering the _infection of Con· 
sumption is throug·h the expectoua· 
ti on of persons . ill with the dise.as,e, 
as the expectoration from suc.h peo~ 

ple is teeming with living germs. 
"Spitting is a habit, acquired. un· 

necessary, and dangerous to oth·ers, 
and as few people know that they 
have Cqnsumption in the early stag·e,, 
a time when they rure particulq.rly 

< 

prone to mix with othe.rs, it is desir".' 
' 

able tha.t one and all should be e·dU· 
cated to avoid alto·gether the habit of 
spitting. For those who are dise~ sed 
special a·rrange~ents c·an be 
but the healthy individual 

. made, 
.should 

learn to a void a habit that is so em-
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inently dangerous . to the welfare of 
. . . . ' 

oth·ers.'' 
. That M.r. President, I think, struck . 
at . the vei.:y root of the trouble, and 
that kind of wo.rk. will be most effeict· •. -
ive. , T:he A.P.C. have done good in - " 

urging people to not alone 
care of th-ei·r own health, but 

. ' 

take 
the 

-he;alth of others. I do not know that 
this act ·is altogether ne'c·essary. Un
der the requirements of the Public 
Health Act, -Consolidated Statutes, 
se.cond series, cha,pter 46, it is st :.l.ted 
that "The Governor' in Council may 
appoint Boards of Health and d1efine 
the extent of ·the d'istrict over which 
their -authority shall exte·nd. Boa.rds 
. of ,.Health, ma.y make rules and re.gu· 
lations for the p~ese·rva.tion ot1 the 
public health and for rendering · eff ec·t 
·lial -all measures - or precaution 
-aga~nst the outbreak or spreading of 
·disease, such . rules and 1re.gulations to 
have the force of law when app·roved 
of ~and published by 'the authorfty of 

thE:> Governor 1n Council, in ·the Royal 
·Gazette.'"' · 
: · Tha't s·eems · to me ,·to cover all that 
Is necessa.ry .and makes the Bill now 
before the House unnecessary. · I do 
not know o'f anything mo~e· da nge·r
ous to . public respect of th.e law than 
the enactment of laws which cannot 
and will . not be ca-rried out. The Act 

. before. the House may, in some re .. 
~pects; be carl'ied out,but in other re· 
spect~ it is utterly impossible to do 
so.: The~e are . two things which will 
be necessary to add. to it; first, a tre
mendous :addition to the poli,ce force, 
and second, i:o abolish the importa
tion and sale of tobacco. It seems· to 
me utterly unreasonable to· exp·ect 
the fishermen, o·r, in fact. the ·N.ew
foundland citizen in general, to cairry 
willingly into effe·ct a law · whicll 

:w9uld . be a very unnecessary regula
.. tioti to many. Under this Act a man 

who chews tobacco, ·or the girl who 
chews gum a .. :e both liable to arrest 
unless they poison themselvreS.·- .. oir 

'g·ive up the habit. -
HON. MR. HARVEY-I do "llot .. see 

why. 
HON. MR. ROBINSON-The hon. 

me.mber does not s 2e why this .would 
be so,but tl1e Bill bef0re m,e say8 . per 
sons spitfing in any publiQ roadways, 
&c. · We lrnow tl1at in tl1e outports 
there are no sidewalks,and the ro ·.:ds 

. are genei·ally used by people. ;·and 
·also ·that , ourr peo.ple whether . righ't1y 

' or wrong, c·hew tobacco -and they 
·spit. 

HON. M·R: HARVEY-They .can 
·spit over the fence . 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-Be that as 
it may, we ha.ve had one Act placed 
·on the Statute Book in the principle 
oj ·which we may all c·oncur, b·ut it 
has ·been impossible to carry it out·; 
that is the Ciga.rette Act. You c ·nnot 
carry it it out ·until people want it ·so. 
The time is not yet ripe for it,neithe·r 

'is it for tl1i·s Spiting Bill. It was 
·only· last week that a deputation wait· 
ed on Premier Bo·rden of Canad'-1, 
and this is what he ha:d to say: "I 

' would like you to. bear ·· in· mind that 
·the· wo.rst possible les·son which you 
c'an give to a countr·y ''is ;~ t'lie passing 

r, . . . 

·of - legislation wlricb'.'; d~'ririot··· be , en· 
fo.rc.ed." 

· 'This, I t 1.ke it is exactly a similar 
ca.se. We are asl{ed to enact ·1egisla
ation whic·h will be impossible for 

·years to enj_>orce, and wl1en it is pos· 
sible to ·enforce it ·our people will 
be able to se.e the evil of the habit, 
and so a void the necessity of penal 
legisl ation. 'We cannot go beyond 
public on1nion . If I were out in the 
woorls ::lnil att'lcked bv mosn11itoes 
and "' ~rjlrt ('·!=Jt. I woulrl tro11hle very 
little about the mo,squitoes. so long 
·as the wild cat I wanted to get awa·y 
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from \Vas ·destroyed. We are attack· 
ed as a community on all s.ides with 
matte1rs most ~erious,menaces to the 
public healtl1. These are the fa.cts we 
nlust ,grapple with.. I most .strongly 
condemn the idea ofl ostracizing and 
:Qillorying peonle wll<J suffeJ: from con· 
sumption. We have been told that 
people suffering from this disease 
mus.t be taken away from theiT' homes 
for the sa1vation of others. I think 
that many,if they f 1ound it necessary, 
would voluntarily under.go incar
c·eration, but fo·r generations this dis· 
·ease has be1en t-reated in homes and 
treated sa.tis.factorily. If I thought 
that sanitaria would take: people away 
f1rom their homes. a.ga.inst their de
sire, I should be strongly opposed to 
them. What we wa.nt is education,not 
legislation, to teac·h the people them
selves th.e evil · and dange:r by which 
tl1ey are, surrounded. 'Let them knovv 
that. I shall not oppose the s·econd 
reading, but when the ma.tte1.. comes 
into committee I s.hall feel it my du
ty to propose one or two amend-

.ments which I think will make the 
Bill workable. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-It is not my 

intention at this late hour to ref er to 
the remarl{s of Hon. Mr. Harvey re
garding the work of A. P. C and • 

the condition of ou,r people generally 
in relation to tuberculosis. At the 
p·res.ent moment I shall satisfy my
self! by givin,g my support to the Bill 
as introduced. As to the other and 
more importa.nt matter,! sha.11 have an 
op·portunity of d\iscussing it fu.rth·er 
when it comes b.efore the House. 

HON. MR. GIBBS-In view of th~ 
lateness of the hour I beg to mo"le 
the adjournment of the debate until 
to-mar.row. 

HON. THE PRESIDE~T put the 
motion which was .carr·ied. 

H.ON. THE PRESIDENT informed 

• 

the Council that the Assembly 11ad 
passed a Bill d·ealing w.ith the Har· 
bo,r Maste·r .and Harbor Regula,tions, 
and as.ked the Coun.cil's concurrcn~e. 

On m-0tion of HUN. MR. BISHOP 

the Bill was read a ti.rst time and 
or·dered to be read a second time · on 

• 
to-morro\v. ~ 

On motion ot HON. MR. 91S"'i0P 

adjou1rnmen.t was taken at 6. )5 until 
4.30 p.m. to-morirow. 

TUESDAY, Ma·rch 5th, 1912. 
The Council met at 4.30 p.m. pursu

a11t to adjournment. 
The minutes of the previous sitting 

were read and confirmed. 
PR.OMISCUOUS; SPITTIN·G BTL~. 
On motion for the second reading of 

the Bill entitled ''An Act to Prevent 
Promiscuous Spitting." 

HON. MR. KNOWLING.-May I ask 
tl1e introducer of the Bill whether it is 
intended to apply to all the island, or 
merely to the city of St. John's? 

HON. MR. 1-IARVEY.-All the isl~p.d .. 

HON. MR. McGR·ATH.-I shall not, 
Mr. President, detain the House long 
with; the remarks l. have to make on 
this subject. v\re all heard with much 
interest tl1e admirable address of Hon. 
Mr. Harvey yesterday on the general 
que$tion of the spread of tuberculosi3 
and ' the various methods to be adopt
ed in the endeavour to cope with it,, 
and while, no doubt, there are differ
ences of opinion a.mong.st us as to so·me: 
of the methods suggested by him for 
grappling with this dread enemy, there 

--- can be Jio two ·opinions, it seems to 
me, as to his hav'ing thrown a flood of 
light ·on the subject; which will be 
most valuable to us ,./when the measure 
\Yl1ich creates the·rniachinery for the 
Government's anti-tuberculosis · cam
paign reaches us from the ·other 
I-louse in a day or two. Mr. Har-
_vey's. views were all ithe more valuable 
because they . embody the experience 
or the past thtee years, (luring . w.hlcp 

' 
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he has been at tl1e head of the A. P. 
C. movement and or the Commission of 
Public Health, in which capacities he 
has given much study rto the whole 
question and has become familiar witl1 
it in all its aspects. I-le has ~herefore, 
I repeat, set before us a store of en
lightening information with respect 
to tl1e main problem which will mal{e 
it much easier for us to approach in
telligently the consideration of the 
Government's proposals and to weigh 
more accurately their nature and pro
bable effects. . . 

With reference rto this anti-spitting 
bill, now before the chair, t11e diffi
culty seems to me to lie in the enforc
ing of it in a oountry like ours, for it 

\ . 

we concede that it is possible to en-
force it in St. John's, where there are 
some 50 policemen, we must not for
get that there are only as many more 
such officers dispersed all over the 
rest of the island, located in ones and 
twos in the principal towns, while 
rthere are 1,200 or 1,300 settlements 
great and small, without any such of
ficials. Under these circumstancee 
the measure, desirable though it may 
be, will be faced with the same diffi
culties that have been exprienced in 
the car_rying ourt . of the, Cigar,ette Bill 
and the Lottery Bill, both ·of ·which 
were put upon the Statute Book some 
few years ago, but have become dead 

. . 

letters, \vhile, if one may go abroad for 
an illustrartion, there is the Scott Act 
a tem·pera.nce measure in forc:e. in the 

; .... . . ' . 

neighbouring provinces, which is 
scarcely more effective. 

I support the principle of th.e . ,Bill, 
however, for the reason tl1at whetp._er 
the regulation takes rthe forn1 of .. a 

' ·-). 

mandatory measure such as this, or . - . 

of an educative scheme such as cir .. 
' 

cularizing, we can11ot overloolr the 
need that exists for something to b~ 
done to discourage rthe habit of pro;
miscuous spitting. The Bill in this 
respect is in line with the most ad
vanced legislation of the rest of the 

- ' - ' ' ~ .~ -.;.. • i _ ... ' ,. - ' -

world on the subject of rthe Prevention 
of Consumption. Everywhere )Tou go 
in the neighboring countries YG:-t U find 
schools prohibiting spitting or con~ 

taining warnings against the practice, 
and tl1erefore it \Vot1ld seem rto be a 
mistake not to accept the principle of 
the Bill. 

I submit, however, that tu embody 
in it a clause, such as I see it con
tains, by \Vhich a person can be put 
in j~il for even a day for violation of 
a spitting la\v is going somewhat too 
far; and when the Bill goes into Com
mittee I trust the hon. mover will see 
his way clear to eliminarte that 
clause. I should like if, in addition to 
the prohibitions contained in the pro
posed measure, there could be includ·
ed some plan whereby a compreheil-

. ' 

sive plan of awakening people ·of the 
, . R I 1 • , • • 

Colony to a sense of' the evil effects of 
this pracrtice, which;"would 'ensure that 
more could be done·~ in , the schools, in 

·-:, ·1 1 

the societies ancl ' other organizations, 
. ,, 

and by all similar agencies to combat 
~ ' . -

this practice and by which, moreover, 
' .. ~ ' 

such a policy could be persisted in, for 
it is not open to doubrt that · only by 
persistence in 'such efforts can ·success 
be attained. It is not 'enough · to · send 

- ~ ' 1 

out circulars and then stop; the send-
• ·r~ir- ... 

ing ou1t of them has to be follo_~e~ up 
just as business men who adopt . the 

- , ~: r· \· - ;. •.. , , , 

latest schemes for pushing their t:raae· 
' ~ I l I ! ; 

have to keep follo\ving up thei.r cir-
. . , \.. . ' 

culars and other methods of attracting . ·, 

rthe attention of . prospectiv·e custom.-
• 

ers. 
With regard to Hon. Mr. Harvey's 

views on the general question of tub-. . . 

erculcisis . as advanced y·esterday, I . . . ~ ". ~ ·' . . . . 

ha·ve only one comment to malre now, 
'. . ' j . .. . -

and that . is to point out thart when 
' le • -~., - • • 

• I . \ • ' ~ 

he advocates that the Government . . 
' 

should appoint a large general com-
mittee' rto shape and formuiafe ·q. policy 
with regard to ·an · · anti-tubercu1os.is 

I . . 

campaign, he overlool{ed the. fact that.· 
. ' . 

admirable though the idea . may , lle in 
. ' . 

the-ory,the strongest argument against 
. ' - . . · ... . .~ ... ;-:. ·! '. . t ~ 
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it is found in the existence or the 
Board of Health o! which our friend 
opposite (Hon. Mr. Robinson) was 
Secretary, and from the minutes of 
which he quoted copiously yesterday. 
This was an instance where an organi
zation of the kind suggested by Hon. 
Mr. Harvey, embracing in its person
nel all the elements suggested by Hon. 
nir. Harvey and with a large field for 
public duty, broke down utterly and 
had to be .gazettedl out of exist-
ence because the medical gen-
tlemen who were amongst its mem
bers disagreed as to what was small
pox and what was not, and turned 
the meetings of the Board into a de
bating society where they ventilated 

' 

their O\Vn particular theories regard• 
ing this matter at such Ieng.th that the 
situation ultimately became intoler
able and the Board was abolished. In 
my opinion neither this Government 
nor any other Government which 
takes up such a question as that o! 

tuberculosis and makes it a feature of 
its regular official policy, can abdicate 
its functions and transfer its respon
sibiliities to the . shoulders of any oth
er person or organization. I do not 
speak for the Government; I have no 
autl1ority to speak for the Govern
ment, but a rudimentary principle of 
t11e Governmental responsibility seems 
to me to be involved in this matter. 
The Gover11ment has to formulate its 
own scheme and to see it worked ouit. 
It may not be the best scheme that 
could be devised; conceivably, com
mittees or organizations might be 
fcrmed whicl1 would work out better 
schemes, but even if the Government!s 
scheme should not be the best there 
is greater assuranc.e of its being suc
cessfully carried out, because ithere 
will be no division of responsibility, 
no clashing of authority and the gen
eral results are likely to be much more 
beneficial than they would otherwise 
be. When the Anti-Tuberculosis Bill 
reach-es us I shall have something 

. . 

more to say, but meanwhile I support 
the principle of the measure before the 
chair though, for the reasons already 
given by me, I ·am dubious as to · its 
being effectively eni1orced. 

On motion of Hon. JVIr. Harvey the 
Bill was then read a second time and 
ordered to be senrt to Committee at 
the next sitting. 

HARBOUR MAS,TE1RS1 BIL·L. 
On motion of Hon. Mr. Bishop the 

Har1bor1 Master's Bill was read a sec
ond time and ordered to be sent to 
committee next sitting. 

A message from the Ass-embly an
nounced that they had passed the Bills 
relating to the Inspecting of Boilers 
and the Prevention of Tuberculosis, 
and asked tl1e Council's concurrence. 

On mortion of Hon. lVIr. Bishop both 
bills were read a first time. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Bishop ad
journment was taken at 5.15 till 4.30 
p.m. to-morrow. 

THURSDAY, March 7th, 1912. 
Pursuant to adjournment the Coun

cil met at ·1 1).n1. 
On motion of Hon. Mr. Harvey the 

House 'vent into Committee on the 
Bill to prevent promiscuous spitting. 

PROMISCUOUS SPITTING BILL. 
HON. MR. ROBINSON-Mr. Chair

man, when discussing this Bill on the 
second reading, I intimated my in
tention to introduce certain amend
ments. I therefore move rthat section 
1, sub .. sectio·n 2;(a) be ·deleted,and the 
'vords "any pavement, sidewalk or 
footpath, the use of which is prohibit
ed to vehicular traffic" be subsrtituted 
therefor; also that in sub-section ( c) 
the wo·rd "conspicuot~sly" be inserted 
bet,veen the "\vord "is" and "posted" in 
the seco11d line. The reason of this 
latiter is obvious. - The former is to 
make the Act reasonably possible of 
operation, as in its present form it vir
tually makes spitting on roads, which 
are principally used by pedestrians in 
the outports a penal offence . 
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' - HON. MR. HARVEY.-! accepit the 
amendments. 

HON. MR. BISHOPcr-I think tha,t 
the words: · "Di1!ine ·worship" should 
be removed from sub-section (b). 

HON. MR. ROBINSON.-! was about 
to propose an amendment to section 
(2) that the \vords "church" and 
"churches be eliminarted, which would 
cm body the suggestion of the last 
speal\:.er. 

HON. MR. HARVEY.-! assent to 
these amendments also. 
' HON. MR. McGRATH.-Mr. Chair

man, I would suggest a modification 
in the penalties in this Bill. I think 
\Ve should make it.he punishment fit the 
c:r-imej and ten dollars for every of
fence, ·in my opinion, is excessive. I 

.. am also of opinion that it would be 
unjustifiable to make it possible for a 
:c.13.r1 to be put in jail for a first, second 
er third offence. I would suggest that 
rthe penalty be the same as in cases of 
persons being found intoxicated, i.e., 
one dollar for the first offence, two dol
lars for the second offence, five dollars 
for the third offence, while for a fourth 
offence the penalty might be made a 
fine of $10 or imprisonment for one 
day. 

HON. MR. HARVEY.-! think rthat 
one day would be rather too short a 
penalty under the circumstances. Such 
a case is not likely to arise very often, 
and when a person had off ended sever
al times it would be clearly a case for 
a fine. 

HON. MR. McGRATH.-! should not 
regard it in rthat sense, and suggest to 
the Hon. introducer that he must be 
.Prepared to recognize that there may 
be criticis1n of this measure. It ap
pears on the st1rface rto be a Bill that 
strilres at the liberty of the subject
the rigl1ts of a man who chews tobac
co or indulges in the practice of ex
pectoration, and who cannoit easily be 
brought to see the need for tl1is mea
sure. The bill vlill be resisted on this 
ground, and the more stringent is the 

penalty the more vigorous will be rthe 
opposition to the measure. 

HON. MR. RYAN.-I fear this Act 
will be much the same as another Act 
which was passed in the other Cham b· 
·er wl1en I 'vas there some years ago, 
and which I opposed. I refer to rtl1e 
Cigarette Act. It was ushered in with 
a flourish of trumpets and vie 11eard 
much of ho\v it \Vas going to save our 
boys from promiscuous smoking. I 
·think that if tl1e Act is to be success
ful it \Vill be necessary to prohibit the 
sale, importation and manufacture of 
tobacco, because that is one of it.he 
great sources of spitting. While I am 
entirely against the habit, which is a 
most disgusting one, much more so at 
this itime of the year when the ground 
is covered with snow, and especially 
'vhen the sealers are here, and you 
find them carrying on that very ob
je·ctionable habit of spitting, I fear 
the effect of this Bill will not be what 
\Ve could wish. · As to the penalty of 
ten dollars \Vhich has been suggested 
I fear tl1at penalty is too high. The 
difference between rthe fine and im· 
prisonment is too great. One -day 
would be eqt1ivalent to $2. vVhile I 
am in syn1pathy with the principle o·t 
the Bill I fear that it will not bring 
abouit the end we desire, especially so 
long as tobacco is allowed to be used. 

HON. MR. HARVEY.-I suppose 
there ls a danger that this Bill will not 
be effective, but that is not a strong 
objection, because hundreds of Bills 
are nort carried out, but I think it will 
improve conditions on the whole. If 
there are one or two examples made 
I am st1re it will have a marked effect. 
I agree with Hon. Mr. Ryan that the 
choice between $10 and one day is 
rather absurd, and I think thart a n1an 
should be given · imprisonment after 
three convictions. If Hon. Mr. Mc
Grath would agree to $10 or 5 days, it 
would be better. All other amendments 
I am agreeable rto . 
. -HON. ·MR. BJSHOP.-I -feel sure the 
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• 

11on. introducer does not desire to in
clude anything that \Vill malce this Bill 

' strongly objectionable and defeat its 
. I • 

own end, but I tl1inl{ all n1usrt agree 
that , this practice is far too prevalent, 

. . . 

that it is a disgusting one, and tl1at 
' 

as '\Ve are com1niitted to the Bill \Ve 
8hould endeavour to make it a reason-

. . . 

able one, ap.d one which , .. vill be suf-. 
ficjently deterrent to effect some re-
form. I would like to suggest in sec
tion (c) as explanatory of the · word 
"ca1·s" that rthe vvords "railway cars 
and street cars" ~ be i11serted. 

H 0 i\!. MR. GIB BS.-There seems to . . . ~ -· 

me to be a good deal of diversity of 
. ' 

opinion as to the details of the B~ll 

and as to the manner in \vhich rtl1e 
same should be carried out, and I . 
would suggest to tl1e introducer that 
the Bill be referred to a Select Com· 
mlttee of ithis I-Iousf> for . the purpose 
of reporti11g as to the desirability of 
the several . amendments. I myself 
have several to propose, there have 
been tl1ree already, and Hon. Mr. Rob
inson informs me he 11as more, so I 
think it woulcl be hopeless for th.e 
House rto try to get tl1is measure 
through no'\v and suggest tl1at it be 

- . '• ' 

referred to a Select Committee . for r~~ 
port. 

On motion of HON. MR. HARVEY 
the Committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again, and on 
motio11 of HON. MR. AYRE the report 

. . 

was received. 
HARBOR. MASTERS BIL.L .. 

; .t I 

H ,ON. MR. BISHOP inoved the 
I-Iou~e into Committee of the Whole on 
the .. Harbor l\laster's Bill~ Hon. J. D. 
Ryan i11 tl1e chair. 

r-ioN. MR. KNOWLING.-! \Vish to ' . . 
mov·e an amendment to this section 
as follo'\vs: Strike out wor·ds in third 
4\nd fourth lines ''wtthout notice rto 
any persons,'' and insert the follow
ip.g; "After giving t\velve hours no-
1;i.9~~ ; tq. the , owner or agent of such 
vessel, or without notice . when there 
ia . ,'. no,·, owner or known agent it St. 

John's.' No doubt the preseI;lt Har·bor 
Master may be very generous and 
do what is right,_ but the Harbor 
Master of t.o-day inay not be in charge 
to-morrow, and the new maii may 
be rather quick in acting, and ~take 

advantage of that clause, and put the 
owner to considerable expense,where
a.s if the owner had twelve hours 
notice, he might have time and save 
expense. 

Tl1e a,mendment was · carr'ied unan· 
imously. • • . . ~ 

The Committee· rose and . reported 
' . . 

having passed the Bill with some 
amendments and on motion oJJ Hon. 

' 
Mr. R'Jran tl1e report was received. 

. - . 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved thatthe 
Bill be read a third time to-mori·ow. 

INS·PECTION ,OF · · BOIL·ERS BILL 
HON .. MR .. BISHOP.-Mr. -Presi· 

dent,in moving the second ·readinO' c.,f 
this Bill I beg to ·say that at present 
I am u11able to explain the reason for 
it, ,but I shall be a.ble to do so ,,,.h ?Il 

the House goes into Committee on 
the Bill to-morrow. Of col1rae ;tis 
apparent to hon. membe.rs that tl1e 
use of boile.ts, for wl1ich inspectors 
reft1se to give certificates shot1id n•)t 

' . - ' 

be permitted. I must .assume. t11~t . -

some person . or persone have been 
·doing so in ·defiance of the Inspec
tors. It is possible that an Inspecto·r 
may find it impossible . to visit ~ome 
pla.ces where boilers are in use, but 
sucb places, I presume, are not :n
tended to be covered by this Act. 
It is now proposed that anyone using 
or permitting the use of a bo'iler 
without an Inspector's certificate 
shall be liable to ·a fine of $100. I 
beg to move the bill be read a sec .. 
ond time. 

The Bill was 
and on motion 
was ordered to 

rea·d a second time, 
of Hon. Mr. Bishop 

be ref erred to Com· 
mittee on to-morrow. 
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TUBERCULOSIS BILL. 
Se·cond reading of the Tuberculosis 

Bill. \ fl 
HON. MR. KNOWLING-Mr. Presi· 

dent I beg to ask if the second read-
' tng of this Bill may not be post-

poned until to-morrow. This Bill 
only reached me just before lunch, 
azid I suppose it was the same with 
other members. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I have noob• 
jection whatever and move that the 
second reading be ·def erre·d until to· 
mo·rrow. ~ i ' 

HON. MR. BISHOP tabled ·report 
of the Internal Economy Committee 
and asked that the same be read, 
which was done. 

HON. MR. BISHOP tabled ~opy of. 
the ·report of Sir Ja.mes Moody, spe
cial commissioner, regarding the 
insane Asylum. 

HON. MR. McGRATH asked 
in view of the importance of 

that 
that 

document, an order of the House be 
issued that it be printed. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-The report is 
ta.bled for the information of; the 
House, and every facility will be 
afforded hon. members for seeing it. 
It is unusual .to have such reports 
printed, but if, necessary, we shall 
arra.nge to have ·some typewritten 
copies mad·e. 

HON. MR. McGRATH-As I un·der
stand the Hon. Leader of the Gov· 
ernment to indicate it would not be 
des.irable . to have copies printed. 
and I would suggest that it be pr1nt
ed as part of the debates, that is if . 
the newspapers have no objection. 
Speaking as a newspape·r man I would 
say tl1at I should personally regar·d it 
as ,suffic'i€ntly goo·d 'copy' to publish 
without cost, because I thinl\: it deals 
with a large question of public in· 

. . 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-I would 
suggest that a.s copies of the report 
wili be needed in tl1e Assembly that 
we should wait until these copies are 

• 

made. 
HON. MR. BISHOP-There is no 

desire to 11ave any secrecy about 
this ma;tte:r and in the course of a. 
day or two I shall see that each 
member has a copy. I think it is 
quite likely that copies will be pre
pared for the Lower House. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP 
the House adjourned till to-morrow 
at 4 D. m. 

FRIDAY, March 8th. 
Council met .at 4 p.m. pursuant to 

ad,journment. 
HON. MR. GIBBS as.ke·d that the 

tl1ird reading of the Harbor Master's' 
Bill stand defe.rre,d. 

PROMISCUOUS SPITTING BIL·L~ 

HON. MR. GIBBS, in the absence o.~ 

Hon. Mr. Harvey,moved the House in· 
to Committee· of the Whole, . on the 
Bill to p,revent Promisc.uo·us Spitting. 

HON. MR. HA~VEY-This Bill has 
been altered .so as to incorporate 
most of the amendments sugg.ested by 
hon. member·s yesterday, and I will 
read an ace.aunt of the way in which 
this alteration has be1en made. In the 
fir.st sub-se·ction, "A,'' instead of the 
wor1ds: "Any wa,y us·ed or appointed 
to be used as a foot walk or sidewalk 
or upon any place used exclusively or 
p.rincipally by pe,destrians,'' the 
words, "any pe·rson, sidewalk or foot 
path, the use of which is pr·ohibited 
to vehicular traffic,'' have be.en sub· 
stituted. In sub-section "B'' the 
wor·ds, "divine worship," are elimina· 
ted; "C," includes the words, "rail· 
way and street cars,'' and cuts out the 
word, ''vehicle·s'' as being a very un· 
certain term; "D," is altered so as 
to make the penalty fo·r a first of
fence a fin·e_ of .one dollar, for a se.y-

, 

• 



• 
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ond offence two dollars, thir~d, five --dol
lars, fourth a,nd subsequent offences a 
penalty not ·exceeding $10 or impris· 
onment not exceeding one day. · Sec,. 
ti on 2 simply inflicts a penalty of 
one dollar for not posting the notices 
pr.ohibiting spitting. These gentle
men, embody the various suggestions 
made .at the last se-ssion, and I thinl\: 
they will meet with the vie-ws of, hon. 
members . 

. HON. MR. GIBBS-I _thoroughly 

• 

him .as to the dang-er of this· filthy and 
loathsome habit, you are not going to 
have sympathy from him with regard 
-to this measure, and wher-e you have 
-not the sympathy and co·operation ··of 
-the public 'in carryin.g .out a law., it is 
better not have th:e law at all. Y-ou 

.. cannot e.nforce .a law, no matter -how 
good, -or how great the object to be 
attained, unless you have the "Sympa

~thy and co-operation of the , people. 
Y-ou will not, I feel assure-d, have that 

.ag1ree w.ith the princ:iple of this. Bill and ,s;ympathy in carrying out _this law,and 
think the,re can be no doubt whatever consequently it will become a dead 

< 

as to the necessity of , some· such Bill, 
brit the question which has. been in 
my mind since this Bill came before 
the House· is as to the· carrying out of 
these provisions, which I think hon. 
members will agree are almost impos
sible of being carried out. In the 
various outports we have no machin-
_ery by which persons can be subject
ed to the penalties prescribed by the 
Act. We have a certain number of 
police, established .around the island 
and the area ove·r which they exer-

• c1se supervision is sometimes very 
la.rge, including pe·r·haps 50 or 60 
settlements, and in the course ofi a 
yea.r the office·r may not visit 
more than five out of that number. 
CConsequently breaches of the law oc· 
' 
·cur every day. Then again, whil'e 
-there is absolute· necessity for ·1egis
la.tion of this kind I think that in 
o·r-der to mal{e the public fully alive 
to this nece-ssity and appreciate the 
efforts or those endeavoring to bring 

· about -reform, it is necessa.ry for edu-, . 
catio~ to g·o on for four or five- years. 

·1 believe that legislation of this kind 
·without a campaign Of1 education is at 
-1east 20 ·yea~s in a.dv.ance of the state 
. of the people , with regard to this .habit 

r ~ ~ 

: of sp·itting. It is like , se·cond nature 
. . ' 

· so to speak, to the average. N e.wfound .. 
lander~ to spit, a.nd unless you educate 

letter on the Statute Bo.ok. He.re in 
this city, where we are supposed 1to 
have a higher order - o.f intelligence 
~a.n perhaps is found in the more ex

te1rnal portions or the country, and 
where we 11ave large educational cen
tres, a law of this kind will no doubt 
find sympathy a.nd ctf-ope·ration, an·d if 
instead of ma.king this. bill applicable 
to the whole country just now, it was 
enforced in the city solely, the educ.a
tional effect ·which this \votild have 
on the whole country would be great, 

' 

and people coming · here from out-
- -

})Orts, ·f:inding that spitting was., pro-
hibited, would bring home, as it 
were, the fdea ·to oth~rs, who do not 
come to St. J ohn'.s, a.nd by that 
means a system of educa,tion would 
go on from here. However Mr. Chair .. 

' man, I entir\ely agree with the prin-
ciple of the Bill and the neces.sity of 

~ something being done, ·but I ·much 
·fear that the object aimed at ·will not 

' 

be accomplishe·d, a.nd that as a result 
· we will have this -·1a,w, like·- ,some 
other laws, simply a dead lette·r on 

· the StatutP "Rook .. 
The Committee- rose and' repo·r·ted 

having passed the Bill without amend-. . 

-ment, and on · motion - of Hon·. Mr. 
Ry8.n that r·ep-ort was received. 

HON. MR. HARVEY moved the 
Bill be read a third time on to-mo·rrow 

.. 
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INS1PEC.TION OF BOIL,ERS B1ILL. 
On motion of HON. MR. GIBBS the 

House res~lved itself into a Commit .. 
tee of the . Whole on the Inspection of 
Boilers' Bill. Hon. Mr. Ayre in the 
Chair·'. 

HON. MR. GIBBS~The object of 
this Bill is to prohibit the· use of 

boilers e.xcept where the· owner ob-

onerated from further liability untii 
tl1e inspection takes place. I k,now 
under present conditions there are 
three or four boilers at York 1 [a.rbor 
mine and the Ins,pector is un~1ble to 
get there, tho application for inspec
tion was m ade months ~go, and the 
Inspector has given permissl.011 to use 
one boiler. The result is that if the 

tains a certificate of inspection. . . 

the law stands .. a man can only 
As owners Vt-ant to work that min~, they 
be would be unable to do so without 

prosecuted . if using a bad boiler, and 
the Inspector may: go and inspect a 
boiler and be re.fused by the· owner 
the bill for such inspection, and the 
ow.ne·r may decline to .accept the cer
tificate. This law particularly aims . 

~t compelling persons to ~lave certi-
. . . 

fica tes that the boilers being used by 
them ar·e good anq sufficient for the 
purpose for which they are to be used. 
or· course, if a ;equest is made 'ror 
~uch . inspection, . and the Inspector is 

unable to attend to it, then until. such 
time as he is .able to do so, the own .. 
~r _i8. not . Ji '1ble. .. A case of this kind 
was mentioned to me· yesterday, 

_Wh~re ~ request ~"as m::t.de some time 
ag.o for an _inspection. b1Jt owin~ to 
weather conditions the InspPctor v-1 as 
µ:Q~b1e to proceed _to tl1e place ~"here 
~he_ bo_ile,r was situ 1.ted. If cas ~s of 

" 

tl?.at . kind no penalty attaches to the 
.<?wner because t_he request for in
spe~tion was made. It is only when 
,the . Inspector declares after inspec
tio:r:i that a bo,iler is unfit for use and 
the owner continues to use the ~a,m~~. 
th.at .he shall be liable to a fine of 
~100 . fo·r every day or part of day 
that he so uses it. 

. HON. MR. HARVEY-Mr. Chair .. 
man, _I would very much like to see 
th<:i.t embodied in the Bill. I have no 
doubt Mr. Gibbs, opinion is. correct, 
put would like to see it in the Bill 

that when a man applies for inspec
tion and is unable to g·et it, he is ex-

running the risk of being prosc:i:cuted 
I daresay that half ' the boilers ·111 tbe 

~country to-day ought -to be inspec.ted 
but cannot be owing to its bein~ im· 

t 

possible to get to their localitic~. 

HON. MR BISHOP-Mr. Chair1nan; 
. ' 

as to the objection raised by I-Ion · ~Ir 
Harvey and which I think re1 . .;11na.1;Je., 

' it a.ppears to me that no manuf:acturet 
or mine o\vner couldc be punished ' for 

continuing to use a boiler under · a cer .. 
tificate that had been grante·d ' by the 

• 
Boiler Inspector. In other · ~;vo _· •ls, if 

tl1e Inspector gives a certificate fur 
~ . . . . 

one year, and is not around again L<l . . 

inspect within the twelve months ~it . is 
not to be expected tha.t worlr sl1c.uld 
cease, or the mine close down. If iha t 
is what happens there is very s t:ong 
re1son that that point should oe n1aoe 
clear. When I saw this Bill y~ster
day I thought it ref8rred to ne\v estt.b
lishments, i.e., a person starting a new 
mill, or operating a new mine, who 
must not do so until the Boil~r In.:. 
spector has given his · certificat.-?. I 

understand the gentleman i.n ch:t~ ge 
of the Bill will presently tell tl1e 
House what the law is at'S at presf!Ilt 
on the Statute Book . 

HON. MR. , GIBBS.-Mr Chairman, 
I may say in answer to Hon. ·Mr. 
H arvey that if a ·boiler ha.s already 
been inspected then until the -second 
or thir·d o·r other "'ins1pection takes 
place. the owner can use it. In the 
case that I referred to, wl1ere the re-

, 



LEGISL~ti.'l'IVE COUNCIL P~OCEEDINGS. 

quest was made and the Inspecto·r \Vas 

unable to carry out the Inspection, 
then the owner could operate the 
boiler under the certificate he had al

ready. I would call the attention of 

hon. gentlemen to section "A" of the 
Boiler Inspection Act. Under that 
Act the Boiler Inspector after having 
exam"ined the boiler gives a certifi
cate, and in that certificate sets fort!1 
for w.hat p,eriod of time that boiler 
can be used. They usually allo,v th-e 
owners to notify the Inspector four
teen da,ys before the expiration of the 
certificate, and on being so notified 
of course it- is the duty of the Inspec
to·r to proceed to the place where the 
boiler is located and cause another 
-inspection to be made, and if 
he f.ails to perform that duty the ner
son using the boiler cannot be liable 
to a penaJ ty. I do not think the 11on. 
gentle~an. need have any fear on that 
account. 

HON. MR. HARVEY-Mr. 

man, I take it that Hon Mr. 
Ch.air
Gibbs 

g'iv.es us an absolutely reliable opin
ion on this matter. It appears to me 
t11at a certificate is not good for ever, 
and when it expires and the owner 
continues to use it, it seems to me l:e 
can be prosecuted. 

- HON. MR. GIBBS-He ca.nnot use 
the boiler without the certificate, 
and ·he , has to notify tl1e ·Inspect•Jr 
fourteen days previous to· i·t e . t· s xp1ra-
1on. The bill is merely to enable 

th: Inspector to prevent boile:s :! o1n 
being us.ed without the certificate 
of inspection. Now they can do so, 
and the I spector -cannot get · · after 
tl1em unless the boiler is bad. 

HON . . MR. McGRATH-Un-der tl1e 
new Act? 

. HON. 'MR. GIBBS-Under the new 

Act he mt1st have the boiler certifi
cate before · he can use it. 

, 

L 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Mr. Chairman, 
I would suggest to Hon. Mr. Gibbs be
fore pas,sing the Bill that the Com· 
.. 

mittee ·ris1e, for I am convinced now 
that this Bil.I relates to new opera
tions; tha.t a man may start a · s~w 
mill and 11a ve second hand machinery 
and boile·r·, and the idea is. to prevent 
11im from using such a · boile111 until it 
ha.s b_een ins.pected. If, on the other 
11and, it relates to re·-inspection which 
is supposed to be· annual, there could 
be no penalty if the Ins.pector failed 
to make · his inspection withi.n. the 
term before expiration. I think there
fore it would be better before putting 
the Bill to the Committee to get all 
tl1e information possible on the su~')

ject. 
Tl1e Committee rose, reported ha, .. -

ing· made some progress and asked 
leave to sit again. 

On motion of HON. MR. Ayre the 
report was received. 

TUBERCULOSIS BIL·L. 
Second 

Bill. 
HON. 

reading 

MR. 

of Tuberculosis 

BISHOP-In mov-
ing tl1e .second reading of this Bill I 
may say tha.t it is· a very important 
mea.sure, wo·rth~r of, and I hope will 

receive, the serious attention or· this 
House. In anticipation of the Bill the 
Hon. John Har,rey, when moving the 
second I"eading of tl1e Bill introduced 
by him, wl1ich Bill is now in the Com4 
mittee stage before this House and 
ma.y be said to be allied to tl1is Bill, 
in that its object is to prevent the 
pra.ctice in public places of a habit cal
culated to cause t11e spread of tub·er
culosis, dealt exhaustively with the 
subject of Consumption, its preva.1-
ence;, its treat1nent by the A.P.C., and 
generally with tl1e whole subject as 
it presents itself' to him after yea.rs. of 
·expe.rience and researcl1. I am sure 
We all listened with pleasure a.nd pro-



fit to the excellent speecl1 in ,~vl1icl1 

he addressed the House, even thougl1 
we ·did not agree with some of his 
.sugg·estions or the conclusions wl1ich 
he appea.rs to have drawn .from what 
he has heard ·rega.rding the proposals 
of the ·Gover11ment to. ma.ke a vigor· 
ous effort to combat this most insidi-
011s disease, whicl1 has gripped so 
many of our people, that only by vig
orous and sustained effort, profes
sional skill and very considerable mo
ney outlay annually, can we hope to 
see the ravages of tl1is,· dise2.se dimin
ished. ·it is a sad fact tl1at of the 
great number of our people at pr·esent 
.affected by co11sumption, tl1e greatr.:r 
part, prob:l.bly 90 per· cent., inust be
com·e victims of the disease, a.nd I 

quite agree with my 11on. friend Mr. 
' Harvey,that the measures to be adopt-

ed must be, in the ma,in, preventive 
measures if they are to be eff ectua.l, 

-. 

at least, in so far as tl1e disease is ca
pable of being treated by any systen1 
at present known to medical science. 
To undertake an active campaign for 
the control, I will not say the extinc
tion of this disease will, as I have al
ready s·tid, enta.il a very considerable 
annual expenditure of public funds, 
but tl1rough the magnificent geni~'!'os-

ity of the lVIessrs. Reids, we a.re not 
alone saved the expenditure llp')n 

buildings. without which i1ot11in<.· ef-. -
fective co11lcl be expected, but "''e can 
t11e·reby cover more· ground ai1d 

checlt the disease much earlier than 
we could hope to do if confined to the 
expen,diture of publ~c funds "tl 1ne. 
,\ 

We find tl1at some perso11s r1.ot 011Iy 
deprecate, bt1t denounce the acce~t
ance of the offer made bY tl1e Iieids, 
and so effective· is the power of bad 
ex"mnle that some who were ~m 11gst 

the first to s11out hurrah, express 
gratitud,e · to the donors and rejoice 
in the prospecti,re benefits whicl1 

• 
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must neces.sarily follow, have since 
tl1en been a.sking us to listen to their 
tale of woe. Mr. President, I C;:;Ln-
i1ot help doubting the sincerity or the 
sanity o~ any person who claims th:it 
tl1e Government should ha,ve ref11st.d 
the off er of buildings to be l1sed as 
sanitaria. \Ve have often hear:l, Sir, 
of tl1e lack of P.ublic spirit in t1'iS 

country and expressions of regret 
that public·· benei·actions are so few 
a.nd yet upon the first conspicu.ous cvi
·dence o"f such it is denounce(l. It 
_would serve us right, Mr. Presid 3nt, 
if the Messrs. Bowring would deqide 
to witl1old the $50,000 which 1.hey 
have signified their intention of PX

pending for public· benefit, and t~ne 

M·essrs. Reid would withdraV\· t 11eir 
offer of $100,000. At least, it would 
be if any great number held th9se 
opposing vie-vvs, but, Sir, the people 
of the various districts ha.ve given 
ve·ry speedy and gene·ral expr·es3i1n of 

appreci3.tion, and I am inclined to be
lieve that very few can be found. in 
St. John's to~day 'vho really desire 
tl1e withdrav1al of Messrs. Reids' cf
fe~". I wisl1 it to be unders.tt)Od, l\'fr·. 

President, . that a1thot1gh tl1e Ci-:> 'll:~':il-

1nent will enga.gG upon a v'ig1Jrous 
c-::i.mpaign against · tuber:culosiS,!l<) pre
cise places have been agreed u9011, 

and when tl1e decision to boldly al.ta,cl( 
it wa.s a·rrived at, no.thing was knov;.rn 
of the ir1tention of the. Reids, so that 
tl1e Government's a.ction is not in 

consequence , of tl1e· Reid gift. as 
some "rould seem to sugg·est · but tltis 

. ' 
lras come as the complement of the 
decision of . the Go·vernment. rr'11e 
figures quoted by nly friend, J'Jfr. 

f-Iarve~{. as ·indicatin.g tl1e prohahle 
cost of conducting a. sanita:ri urn are 
~pproximately correct, ai1d are 1} )r11e 

011t bv 011r exnPriPnce a,t St. GPor£!'P'S 
' , 

Jios11itf-ll. Signa.l Hill. and by similar . . ..... . . . . 

·institutions elsewl1ere, but M·r. 
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President, we are not compe~~ecl a.nd 
do not intend at least fo·r son1~ time 
to come to operate to the limit of 
capa.city the whole of the b·1t 1di1!gS 

which we are offe·red. The exp2riei1ce 
to b·e sought is. not a 8 some persons 
would appear to think-how much can 
we manage· to spend-but rather 
how much benefit can be eff ~.__~ted. fc,r 
the smallest expenditure, con 3istent 
with efficiency. No member of t.~e 

Government presumes to be ah 1 e to 
direct such an undertaking, t.-in.d f·reat 
care · and caution will be exercised be· 
fore plans are matured for the ad· 
ministration Of' the public f J.t1ds i11 

this connection. · I desire to t.n.ke this 
opportunity of expressing- n1y app-re· 
ciation shar·ed by the Governme:nt, 
and I believe by the public general
ly, of the truly philantl1rc';)ic \vork 
done by the Hon. John Harvey and 
those associated with him ·in the 
A.P.C. Mr Har·vey has re11dered 
ma,gnificent service, and i~ 11 is il('':o

tion and enthusiasm, enth~1s!asm 

quickened and strengthened. dou~t

less by the active support of ~fr~ 

Harvey, and some other ladies, nas 
done nothing else, it must be r· ·,,~n 

credit for having, by demonstra.ti )n, 
dra.wn public attention to the 11rl!e!"it 

~ 

demand for something more than is 
• 

within the means of the A.P.C., and 
this need the Government have decid· 
ed must, if possible, be met, I have 
already said it must be by prevention 
mainly that the gr~q,test benefit V\:-~11 

be secured, and in this. connection I 
beg to quote a recently expressed 
opinion of Mr. Kelso, Chief Sanitar·v ., 

Inspector, before the Edinburgh Sani· 
tary Society, who· says:-

"The annual loss to the n1,tion from 

Consumption a1one was estimated to 
be not less tl1an £ 10,.000,000, . made 
up from loss of life, loss: in wages, 

loss to friendly societies. Poor-Law 

institutions, and private charities. 
Edinburgh's sh.are in this loss. and 

" wa~te could not be less than from 
-£ 40,000 to £ 50,000 per year. It was 
beca,use ·of the great loss .and the suf' .. 
fering entailed throughout the country, 
that llh millions of money has been 
set aside by Parliament, and provis· 
ion n1ade in the Insurance Act f·o·r 
·another million being spent annually, 
for the treatment and prevention of 
Consumption." What I wish to em· 

phasize is that it was to preventio·n 
that we must look to eradicate this 
dread ·disea.se, while doing everything 
possible to help the unfortunate suf • 
ferers until it is e1·adicated. 

Some may ask can we afford the 
expenditure? To these I would reply 
by the question: Can we afford to do 
otherwise? We do not exp·ect to ex
pend a.nything approaching $70.000 

per annum, but eve.n if the present o·r 
a suc.ceeding Government should 
app.roxima te that figure an·d tuber .. 

' culosis is reduced by one-half its 
present prevalence within the ne·xt 
·decad·e, it will prove to be money well 
spent. I beg · to move the secon·d· 
reading of· the Bill. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING.-1\'Ir. 
Chairman, I tl1ought possibly some 
other gentlemen would be speaking 
on this matter, and I \vished to give 
them an opportunity to expr.ess their 

opinions so that I might gather what 
the general consensus of opinion was. 
The question of deali11g with Con
sumption is no doubt an important 
matter; one of the most important 
that have come before this House for 

many years. Consun1ption is a most 
frightful disease, more so possibl~l 

than any otl1er, merely from the fact 
that many people in the first stages 
have little or no idea of what is the 
matter 'vitl1 them. I presume wlien 
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speaki11g of Consumption we are re
ferring to consumprtion of the lungs; 
but there are other kinds. It is a 
matter w'hicl1 ha.s be·en and is being 
dealt 'vith by the A. P. C. in a most 
able manner. It has been questioned 
whether Consumption is curable or 
not, but I think the majority are of 
opinion that in its early stages the 
disease may possibly be cured, or at 
least that the lives of those afflicted 
may be considerably lengthened, by 
the use of ·proper' methods, suitable 
clothing and proper surroundings 
where patients may receive suitable 
food and treaitment, and where every 
thing is made as bright and as cheer
ful as possible. Others say that 
once Consumption takes hold of the 
body there is no remedy, and it is 
only a question of time when the 
disease lrills rthe victim. There have 
been cases of which I have read 
"\-V·here patients have died of what is 
vulgarly named galloping consump
tion. There are cases of people 
growing worse and worse, and 
vvhere it is almost impossible to see 
from month to month the spread of 
the disease, but it is going on all the 
same. It appears to me that wl1at
e\rer is done should be more for pre,. 
vention than cure. I have read up 
the subject somewhat and there are 
few aurthorities which think that a 
cure car1 be effected after the disease 
has reached a late st1ge.. But it has 
been shown that i11 cases where the 
lungs were seriously affected, pati
ents 11ave been cured . and lived to a 
good age. Therefore, I gather that 
whatever is to be ·done should be for 
prevention. There is an old saying 
that "an ounce of pre\rention is better 
tl1an a pound of cure." Anotl1er point 
in dispute is that of infection·, and 
that is a matter llpon \.vl1icl1 even 
doctors · disagree. The most 11ave the 
idea it is infectious, others believe 
that it is · inherited, 01tl1e:ts thaf it 
is brought on by cold or chill, or 

some other cat1se of \Vl1ich they · 
know nothing, and · the patient him
self may not st1spect until he finds 
son1e1tl1ing· vvrong, obtains medical 
ad vice, and is put on a diet ·· and · ls 

, 

sent a way for change of climate, but 
fe\v, if any, ever regain their former 
strength and health. I think it is 
quite possible the disease may be 
infectious. Tha:t justifies tl1e means 
that have already been talren for its 
prevention, justifies the Bill before 
us to-day to prevent expectoration, 
\Vhich is most liable rto cause infec
tion amongst other people who have 
not got the disease. Ari.other im
portant point is with regard to the 
treatment. For a place like New
foundland where in the outport dis
tricts the people have little means, 
hol1ses are small and ceilings low, 
the people spend most of their time 
in the kitchens where cooking is 
done by means of large srtoves. The 
inmates are thus very warm, and 
\vhen they go out in the cold atmo
sphere they are subject to a sudden 
chill, \.vhich n1ight bring on any dis· 
ease, but nothing m-0re lilrely than ·a 

disease of the lung·s. This is what is 
said by Dr. W. H. Parsons· on page 
40 of the Health Report, referring to 
the n1anner of living of most of the 
people on Bell Island: 

''Some of our people -vvho go to 
Bell Island, return in poor pl1ysical 
condition, as a great many of them 
cook for themselves, consequently 
their food is only half cooked or they 
are half starved, which with their 
environn1ent, certainly predisposes 
tl1em especially to T11berct1losis." 

That is in accordance with · vvhat I 
11ave stated \vith regard to the- m·ode 
of living. I have no doubt that if \Ve · 
\Vere to trace its source vve should 
find that tuberculosis in many cases 
is brought on from that v"ery cause. 
Another important matter is the ques
tion of disinfection. Ori page 52 of
tl1 e same report I find: · 
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· "I would advise, tl1at \vhe11ever 
practicable, houses in which there are 
Consumptives living be disinfected at 

• • 
intervals of i1ort longer than six 
months." 

That is sound advice; in fact I 
think that if that were made even 
three months it would be even better. 
As is tthe case with a good many other 
laws, it is difficult to enforce these 
things. The hon. gentlemen who 
spoke a few minutes ago referred to 
the Reid brothers' donation. No one 
values that more highly than I do. I 
regard rthat gift as munificent, prince-
1~• .. , and I think it sho11ld be appreci
ated by everybody in this country. The 
Reid brothers deserve all the credit 
that can be given them. As I under
stand it the in1tention is that by means 
of that gift one sanitarium should be 
built in each electoral district in the 
country. That rut first sight appears 
all right, but the question is whether 
it is wise. I think if they 11ad thought 
out 'that matter before they n1ade the 
arrangen1ent (I am not sure that it is 
finalized. It may not be), it would 
not be of that nature. Take for in
stance the districts ·of St. John's, Har
bor Main; Brigus, Harbor Grace, Car
bonear and Bay de Verde. In these 
five districts, leaving out Bay de 
Verde·, where the farthest away fro1n 
St. John's is ohly 84 miles by rail, un
der conditions it would be as easy to 
take .a consumptive from Brigus to 
St. John's, or very nearly, as to take · 
11im down to Bay Roberts or Harbor 
l\1ain, '\Ve will have six sanitaria, and 
in each of these it will be necessary to 
have the whole parap-hernalia of a hos
pital or san'itarium. You will need a 
docitor, at least two nurses, light, fuel 
and everything · to keep a building · 
warm and comfortable. Now the or
clinary doctor is scarcely suitable for 
o·ne of these places. He may be a way 
and not be able to give tl1e ·attention 
ito tl1e i11stitutior1, ·and it vvould not 
matter if there '\Vere 011ly one i)atient 

in the sanitarium. You n1ust have the 
entire staff and paraphernalia \vorlr
ing. With regard to rthe other dis-

. ' -

tricts it would be different. This, of 
course, is a matter which lies entire-

, 

ly with the givers. "It is not well rto 
look a gift horse iri the mouth." · No 
doubt the Messrs. Reid have consider
ed what is best, and no one has a 
right to dictate as to the manner ~in 
'vhich they ought to proceed. Anoth
er· question that has occurred to me is 
that of maintenance. It has been stat
ed that the cost of maintaining seven
teen sanitaria will be anything from 
$80,000 to $100,000 a year. The Hon. 
Leader of the Government has told us 
that even if ·a certain number of lives 
are saved it would be cheap, but we 
11ave no guarantee that they would be 
savec1. A great many people st1ffer, 
but we do not see many cur.es, and we 
must bear in mind rthat Consumption 
is a dis-ease that is no "respecter of 
persons." It attacks rich as well as 
poor; you will find 'consumption in 
both classes. Possibly the poor suffer 
inore on account of their inability to 
procure rthe best medical advice a11d 
tr.eatn1e11t, consequently the disease 
acts more rapidly witl1 them. No"r I 
will treat with the question of receiv
ing gifts from a conrtractor. That, I 
think, is a most important point. Pic
ture a schooner landing fish at one of 
our merchants' wharves, and the fish
erman who is selling fish giving the 
culler a very valuable present. I won
der what the merchanrt would say, if 
he knew ·of it. .I lrnovv what he would 
say and that he would not like it. The 
Govern:hient are only servants of tl1e 
people, and are in the . same position 

·in regard to rthe people as the culler 
·. 

on the 'vl1arf is to his employer. Take 
anotl1er illustration. Go down to the 
Exan1ining vVarehouse, where a man's 
goods are being examined, and before 
they are so examined the owner hands 
the examining officer a very handsome 
prese11t. Is not that wrong? Whatever 



• .. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

the intc11tion of the Reids I believe 
they intended right and did a good 
thi11g; bt1t the objection is rto t11e 
Government receiving gifts from a 
Contractor. Some ye,a.rs ago, when in 

Liverpool,while I was waiting for, the 
passenger I uggage to be exan1ined, a 
certain traveller handed tl1e customs 
officer five shillings. The officer turn
ed around and instead of doing \Vhat 
'vas expected of hirn by the passen
ger, said: "I sl1oulcl like to see your 
luggage, sir," and that n1an 11ad a lot 
of tobacco concealed, and it cost him 
very considerably to get out of it. 
Tl1at customs officer was a public ser
vant and the Government stancl in the 
same position rto the public. I think 
this is a difficult matter to d.eal with. 
Of late I have thought a good deal 
about the work done by the A. P. ·c., 
and the more I think about it the 
more I value their services. I do not 
think anybody cot1ld do better than 
look after this fight against Consump
tion than t11e A.P.C. The.y are men 
'\Vho are nort paid, but are merely 

' . 

there for the good of the cause, and 
for the 11onor and glory of the thing. 
Tl1ey are giving their services free 

' 

and consequently are giving their best 
services. Now once have tl1is made a 
Government business and you will find 
it will be like everything ·else connect- . 
ed \·vith the Government. I am not 
ref erring to the pre.sent Government, 
but to all Governme11ts. Every ap
pointment made and the payment of 
doctors, &c., will be a political ques
tion. T11e appointment of nurses and 
the pt1rchase of drugs will be the 
same. If these sanitaria were placed 
under tl1e care of the A.P.C., I feel 
sure the best value for any money 
1that might be spent would be had, and 
by far the best results obtained. It is 
a qt1estion to my n1ind whether this 
public agitation '\Vhicl1 we 11ave had 
lately is not going a lititle too far. I 
believe the sa111e work mig·ht be done, 
but less said about it. Tal{e tl1e daily 

press, and tl1e remarks made in. the 
Assembly and in this Chamber "\vith 
regard to it. The :daily papers are· .s.oat .. 
tered over a good deal of the globe, 
n1ore specially over Canada, United 
States and Great Britain. They also 
go to Spain, Portugal and Italy. Now 
what v\rill be the feeling of people in 
these places when ithey read that this 
country is infected vvith consumption 
to such an awful extent as has been 
repres,ented? May not the· people in 
these countries hesitate before taking 
our fish, dreading whether a certain 
amount of infection may not be 
brought with the fish? This is a 
question which I thinl~ this House 
oughrt to take into consideration. I 
think it is a mis.ta.ke to wash our dirty 
linen in public. This sort of thing ca~ 
do no good. When we spread abroad 
that _· this country is saturated with 
Consumpition it will .be read by people 
els.~wher~,and make them ne·rvous as 
to handling the, products of the coun
try. Everybody knows wl1at a little 
,\rill cause a scare. We lrnow what we 
have heard about cholera, fever and 
all such things. IIow easy it would 
be for our Nor\vegia11 opponents ito 
spread a report that Consumption . is 
very bad in Newfoundland, that the 
people are s.aturated with it and pro
bably the products brough1t from N·ew
fot1ndland are infected with it? Con
sumption is not any worse at any rate 
tl1an it has been painted. We know 
all about it and we should not publisl1 
too much about it. Of late years tour
ist traffic has grown considerably from 
Canada and the United States, prin..; 
cipally from the lwtter place. Any of 
the people who come here from these 
places do so to recuperate their healtl1, 
after leading a strenuous life. Now let 
these peopte get into their heads rthat 
tl1ey are going to a hotbed of Consump
tion. to .. a pla.ce reeking with Con· 
sumption, and they will remain away. 
Wl10 are going to bring· children here· 

or come themselves under such condi-
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1tions? They have their own troubles 
at home and if they ·hear this disease 
is· bad l1ere they vvill go . somewhere 
else. · Wl1y should we spread this in
formation abroad to our O\Vn detri
m·ent? ·1 must apologize for taking up 
your time, gentlerr1en. Everybody 
knbws thrut my time is fairly well oc
cupied, or I would i)refer to go furth
er; but I have expressed my vie,vs, and 
they are ' that I value · very much the 
gift of the Reid brothers, and I take it 
in the spirit in which it is given, but 
I · strongly object to this gift being 
placed in the hands of the Govern
ment of the day or any other Gov,ern· 
ment. Everybody will admit thrut priv
ate· individuals whose heart and soul 
is in the work will manage these 
things ·far better than any Govern
ment. In other parts of it.he world 
whe·re people have the means an·d in
clination ~o donate money for certain 
purposes,· they do so by arranging 
\.Vi th ·some Association or friends, or 
if in . a position to .do so, endovv the 

\ 

institt1tion themselves out of their own 
private means, and a Committee is 
appointe·d ·to take cl1arge of it. Now 
how often do we read of scandals in 
institutions such as· the hospitals in 
the Old Country or McGill University? 
But with regard to those under Gov
ernn1ent management it is a common 
occurrence. Before the bill is read a 
second time I wish to move the fol
low.ing amendment: 

"That af;ter the preamble all tl1e 
words in the Bill be stricken out, and 
the following substituted. "It shall be 
la vv'ful . for the Governor in Council, 
out of any ·n1011eys which inay be ap
propriated by the Legislatt1re for such 
purposes; ito carry out the · recom
mendations which have been made by 
the Commission of Public Health for 
tl1e treatment of Tuberculosis." 

HON. MR. 'GIBBS.-It is very evi· 
dent from the remarks of the hon. gen~ 
tlenian \.Vho l1as addressed the House 
that rthis bill does not meet his ap-

• 

proval and he urges certain reasons 
why it does not. · He commences by 
asking the question, "Is consumption 
curable?" Whether it is or not would 
not jt1stify the House in refusing Ito 
pass the Bill; if it cannot be cured we 
can at least make an effort to try and 
alleviate the sufferings of those 'vl10 
are .. afflicted witl1 it. But, Sir, con
sumption is curable if the neces~sary 

medical aid and help be given before 
tl1e disease ha~ made such inroads up
on the physique of tl1e individual, 'vhen 
medical skill is of no avail. By way 
of ft1rther answer to the objection of 
the 11on. men1ber I will quote for the 
i11formation of the House some sta
tistics from N orvvay: 

Results of the treatment of Tuber
culosis patients discharged during tl1e 
·years 1875-1906 (inc1l.) accor·ding to 
the opinion of rthe Medical Superintend-
ent at the time of their 
from the hoE;;pital: 

... 
> ' 
0 
M 
0.. 
8 

. 

discharge 

..... ...... 
°' 

• 

• 
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. Thus 've see that Consumption can 
be cured. The hon. member next re
fers to houses being comfortable and 
well venrtilated, in order, I presume, 
that those not afflicted may be en
abled to -vvithstand the danger of in
fectipn. In this I agr~e with him, but 
unfortunartely for us \Ve have to deal 
with houses the occupants of which 
have not those benefits, and one of 
the objects of thi.s measur.e is to deal 
vVith sufferers who live in houses 
which are neither comfortable nor well 
' rentilarted, and tl1e aid of the State is 
to be invoked on · behalf of those suf
ferers to place them in institutions 
>vhere they can have the benefits of 
pure air and nutritious food. 

I 11ad hoped thrut tl1is Bill 'vould 
meet tl1e unanimous approval of this 
House, because the objects are of such 
paramount importance to the people 
-present and future-of this coun
try, bu1t, judging by the amendme11t 
proposed, this cannot be expected. 
The hon. member points out that ''the 
Government are the servants of the . . 

people." Precisely, and thait is the 
reason why the p·r.esent Government 
;ire dealing with this important mat
_ter of public h.ea.lth. To sit with arms 
folded, and see hundreds dying and 
an equal number being prepared for a 
similar fate would be carelessness 
of such a criminal characiter as to 
.merit tl1e scorn and undying contempt 
of every right thinking man. 

Until tl1e advent of the present Gov
ernment to power, the energies of suc
c.e_ssive Governmenits in the past "\Vere 
.principally devoted to the framing of 
tariffs to- meet tl1e views of those i11 · 
terested in the establishment of local 
!ndustries; in rthe protection of vari
ous trades; in the building of rail
~qads and other public ,\VOrk~, all very 
necessary and useful in the exploita-

tion of capital and the development of 
• 

.the country; but, the principal facrtor 
in the country's progress and develop-

ment, nan1ely, man, was entirely lost 
sigl1 t of, his connection 'vi th ind us
trial development 'vas never rtaken 
into account. The fact that the basis 
of all property is the productive ener
gy of the people was never even con
sidered, much less hinted at; rthat the 
human being is the pri11cipal factor, 
first, last and all the time in ind us trial . . . . . . 
development never occupied the at-
tention or the deliberations of the Leg
islature. The Bill vie are now consid
ering may therefore be said to be ~ 
"red-letter-day" in the country's his
tory, because it is really the first time 
that man's connection with the indus
trial ·development of the ·country, hi1s 
right to be considered by society, and 
the claims which he has upon it have 
been talren into account. Tl1is is the 
first itime his claims ·have been really 
considered in their entirety, and it is 
lamentable to witness the attempts 

made to make political capiital out of 
the greatest evil which afflicts the 11t1-
man race to-day, namely, the dread . 
disease Consumption. Just as people 
unite upon certain well known prin
ciples of religious belief-,so should the 
quesition of public health unite all peG
ple in its con11non cause. But appar
ently we have not arrived at that 
stage of development in this country, 
when we can sinlr our political differ
ences for the common cause of suffer-

ing humanity. Almost every phase of 
the industrial and public life of the 
cot1ntry is "\V'"atcl1ed over with a pater-
11alism which is to say the least com
mendable. We have a department of 

. , 

justice which enforces rthe proper ad-
ministration of the law; a department 
of Colonial Secretary which looks af
ter the Colony's interest in variot1s 
matters which affect it with the out
side world; a depa,rtment ·of Public 
Works wh'ich regulates a~d controls 

the exp en di ture. of ce.rtain mo·n,eys, 
votes of the Legislature for . the con
srtruction and repairs of roads and 

I 
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bridges; we 11ave a department of Ma
rine and Fisheries brought into exist
ence for the purpose of undertaking 
the construction, establishing and rer
pairing of marine works, light houses 
and various other public utilirties, 
then, we have a departme11t of Agri
culture and 1'1iines, that supervises the 
granting of public lan·ds and surveys· 
of sa-me, and ·p.romote.8. the ·cultivatio.n 
of the soil; we have the De·partment of 

. ' 

Finance and Customs for the collect-
ing of revenue and the regulating of 
trade and various other matters; we 
have a Board of Trade regulating and 
'vatc_hing the country's commerce, so 
tl1art so far as the inclustrial and pub
lic life of the co11ntry is conGerned 
they seem to be amply protected. But 

lie \Vho is the _basis of all prosperity, 
man, has been entirely neglected. All 
our deliberations and speeches in the 
past, with t~1e exception of what has 
been done by the prese11t Government, 
have been mo11ey, money, money. 
This is the reason why I say that the 
Bill we are now considering marks a 
"red-letter-day" in the history of this 
country. 

The hon. men1be1' aslrs the House 
nort to accept the gifts of tl1e Messrs. 
Reid, because, forsooth, he exclaims, 
"l1e \vho gives the favors expects to 
receive them,' 'and endeavot1rs to dravv 
an a11alogy in the acceptance of the 
g'ift and the c11ston1s officer who re
ceives favors for permitting rthe donor 
to get in certain goods liable to cus-

toms duty free, a11d the fish-culler 
'vho acce1)ts a gift fron1 the seller of 
fish to defraud the purcl1aser by pass
i11g on his culling fisl1 of an ·inferior 
quality for a high quality. The cases 
cited are not by any stretch of ima
_gination analagous. The custom1s o·rfi
cer and dishonest culler 'vl10 would 
pro~:titute t:Q.eir position by receiving 
gifts · ,to defraud wou'Id be committing 
offences .which the laws of every oivi~ 
lized country visit with severe penal-

, 

ties; but tl1e la'\vs of civilized 11ations 
do not prescribe penalties or enact 
laws to prevent its citizens from mak
ing gifts \Vhich a11n at the amelioration 
of human suffering, or the building or 
endowing of philanthropic or charit
able institutions. \Vhart reasonable 
objections can there be to accepting 
this gift in· the s·pirit and for the ob• 
ject for which it is made. Orther coun
·tries accept gifts, a11d it is their proud 
boast that they have citizens, who, if 
endo\ved by nature \vith st1perior gifts 
that ena.b,Ie them to accumulate wealth, 
donate a portion of it for the uplifting 
of their fellow counrtryn1en. Has not 
1'.fcDonald gi,"en his millions to philan
tl1ropic ai1d cha,ritable institutions in 
Canada, and did Canada refuse' them? 
On the contrary, it bestowed its high
est encomiums upon l1im. Did not 
Strathcona give a troup of horse' to · 
the Crown when British prestige was 
challenged by the Boer? Did England 

refuse? No! The gratitude of its pub~ 
lie men and its press attests that they 
lauded the patriotism of him who gave 
freely of his wealth in defence of 
British institutions. Have not the 
Rockefellers, the Harrimans, the S1tan~ 

' . 

fords, Carnegie and others of the Uni-
ted States, given freely and gener
ously of their · millions to variol1s 
States, founding ancl endo,ving hos
pitals, colleges, and schools, and the 
proud boast of rthe people of the Unit~ 
ed States, is, that the nineteenth and 
tw1entieth centuries l1ave .seen mo.re 
gifts from its people for such purpos
es than any others in t11e world. The 
l1on. member sees in the establish
ment of t11ose institutions Government 

patronag·e in the ap1)ointment of doc~ 

tors, nurses, etc. lit cannot be other
\vise, because tl1e Colony will pay. 
But fitness. and ability will be a neces
sary qualification, _and that is no argu
ment against the ?-doption of the Bill. 
We have various public insrtitutions 
whe·re such rights are exercised by 
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th.e Governm:ent. vVould he do away 
'vith these institutions because the 
doctors and nu.rses are appo·inte·d by 
the Governn1ent? I think nort; in fact 
I kno\v he would not. The reason why 
I refer to this argument is to show 
what a dilemma it places him in and 
how illogical his premises are. Again, 
l_le sees a possible harm being done 
the country througl1 the publicity 
g·iven this matter. Who is giving pub
licity but the hon. member and his 
friends? It is their opposition to rthe 
Bill ·~rhicl1 is bringing about all this 
publicity. But what difference does 
it make what amount of publicity we 
give it? The people'.s welfare and' 
their health is of far g·reater import
ance. Other countries have had to 
face the problem we are dealing with. 

• 

They did not stop to think of the pro-
bable consequences of publicity, 
their public men recognized that they 
had a solemn duty to lJerform, and 
they performed it in sucl1 a manner 
that they n1ade their people more 

healthy, and as a consequence, their 
productive power grearter, and in so 
doing, they did not encounter oppo
bition and criticism, but the approval 
of not alone their o\vn people, but 
the world as well. He next finds fault 
\Vith the Bill because Governments 
cannot manage things as economically 
as private individuals, and because of 
the "scandals" that 11ave from time to 
time characterized the management of 
State owne·d 'institutions. The· hon. 

n1ember vvhen making this statement 
fails to recognize that Governments 
do not manage ho.spitals Ol" asylums 
for profit. They are operated ap.d 
managed for rthe public good, whereas 
the private individual will manage 
them with a view to making profit out 
of them, and if they fail to afford hin1 

a reasonable profit upon his invest
n1ent he closes tl1em up. Surely he 
does not want any such policy pur
sued with regard to our pt1blic institu-

tions? I do not agree witl1 him in the 
statement made. 1Vlany institutions of 
a public and industrial character are 
managed and -Operated by -the State 
just as efficiently and economically as 
if managed by a private individual, . In 
Great Britain electric railways, elec-

• • tric and gas companies are g1v1ng 
cheaper rates and inore efficient ser
vices to people itl1an vvhen owned by 
private individuals or companies. As 
to scandals which sometimes .mar the 
management and efficiency of public 
instit11tions, this condition of affairs 
will be. found in every business or com-

n1ercial enterprise. vVhere is the 
private business conducted in this or 
any other country that has not had to 
contend with matters of the kind? 
vVhen they occurred the owners or 
managers did nort wind them up; they 
simply put thei1~ house in or:der again, 

corrected the abuses, and established 
them upon a firmer basis~ There is 
one feature connected with th·e public 
institution which does not apply to 
the private, and that is it lives · every 
day in the lime light of publicity; . the 
searchlight oif public opinion is alwa·ys 
focussed upon it, and the whip of pub-

lic opinion and criticism is always 
spurring it on to greater efficiency, 
and these are the factors which make 
for more capable management ·· than 
the private owned institution. If a 
person be not treated properly, or if 
any wrong doing occurs, public opin
ion voices itself in the press, and in 
a hundred other vv-ays, which compel 
the rectification of ithe 'vrong and 

more efficient management. 
Perhaps we would not now be 

seriously considering this Bill were it 
not for certain factors instrumental 
in bringing it abourt. First, I refer to 
the movement inaugurated some four 
years ago by a member of this House, 
the Hon. Mr. Harvey. I am sure he 
must feel pleased to see the result of 
the work of the organization of which 
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lie has been the pioneer crowned 
\virth so much success. He deserves 
well at the hands of the country. None 
worked more assiduously and untiring
ly to educate the people as . to the 
dang·e·r ·of ·cons.umption. Few can at 
present estimarte at its full value the 
:work done; it will only be properly 
appreciated in the years to come, and 
my only regret is that we have too 
few of his type of public-spirited citi
zens. Second, tl1e sympathetic policy 
\vhich tl1e present Government has 
pursued in relation to public healtl1, 
the sums of money voted for schools, 
and for the nece:ssitous and poor of 
the country; and third tl1e princely 
generosity of Mr. W. D. Reid, 11is bro
thers and the Reid N e\vfoundland 
Company in making a gift to the Col
ony of $100,000 for the building of hos
pitals and sanitaria in which those af
flicted with tube.rculosis can receive 
medical and other aid. Too much can
not be said in favor of the generous 
donors; they deserve the thanks of 
this country for tl1eir interest in the 
welfare of the people. I .have no hesi-

rtation as a member of this House and 
as a citizen of this country in accept
ing this gift, and regret very much 
that others, whose wealth permit them, 
are not doing similar noble worl{. Men 
11ave come 1to and gone fron1 this 
country ·who amassed fortunes ·out of 
the people's toil and left nothing after 
them to sl1ow that they ever lived 

11ere, but insrtead utilized the wealth 
made for the benefit of other lands. 
\Vith tl1e exception of the J\'.Iessrs. 
Bowrings' gift \Ve have nothing to 
point to by \.Vay of an insti·tution or a 
benefaction of any kind from the 

l1a11ds of the hu11dreds \Vho made New
foundland and her people the stepping 
stone to amassing fortunes. Shall this 
House, because others want rto make 
political capital out of the munificence 
of the Messrs. Reids, be a party to it? 
Shall we withhold for reasons of 

political party expe·diency a boon to 
ithose vvho a:Re suffering from this 
d·read disease? '\Ve1 would be com.mitting 

' 

a grievous; wrong and an act of the 
greatest injustice if 've did. Would to 
God that "\Ve had more of the class of 
the Messrs. Re ids in Newfoundland--
men who apparently recognize tha;t 
wealth acquired is not to be used 
solely for the luxury and personal com
fort of the individual, but rather for 
the benefit and advantage of the com
munity in which they live-merely in 
trust, so to sp'eak, to be applied in 
\Vorks of philanthropy and charity. 
Principles of the kind, if lived up to 
and acted upon by the wealthy, would . 
d·ry· the tears of the suffer·er and al-
leviate the wants and mise.ry of toil
ing millions. The pagan of old re
g·arded pity for his fellowman as a · 
sign of weakness, and therefore should 
not find expression either in thought o.r 

action. Apparently there are some 
who are still imbued with this prin
ciple of paganism. Nations 11ave ris
en to greaitness in the past, founding 
civilizations which in some respects 
have excelled our own. In architecture 
poetry, and other acquire.ments the an-. . 

cients :surpassed us, but there. is one 
thing rthat they did not possess, of 
which they had no }{nowledge, and 
tl1at 'vas compassion for the suffering 

and distressed, in other words "char
ity." Christian civilization implanted 
in the hearts- of iits follovvers that one 
of the no bl est acts is to give your 
goods to the poor and alleviate suffer
ing. This is a part of "the Sermon 
on the Mount," and because of it we 
see in every land its citizens givir1g 
freely of their wealth for the benefit 
of their fellowmen. vVe are here to 
n1ake this world so to speal{ better 
than we found it, to use our wealth 
and our talents for the uplifting of the 
human race, and lie \Vho does not do 

so, is a very poor rtype of citizen in
deed. It is only with'in recent years, 
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through the agency of Association for 
the Prevention of Consumption that 
the ·ravages of this disease have been 
brought to our notice. When a mem
ber of a family becomes afflicted \Vith 
it, the questior1 of prevention then 
arises, there is no longer a sick indi
vidual, but a sicl{ family; because, like 
any other infectious disease unless 
isolated, it spreads to oither members 
of the family. Consequently, in order 
to -prevent its spread we must remove 
the patient. It is all very well to say 
isolaite the patient ·in his o\vn home, 
but let me seriously ask the question: 
"In 11ow many homes, in this city or 
in this country, of those afflicted with 
Consumption can this isolation take 

place?" I doubt if it exceeds ten per 
cent. That being tl1e case, removal 
i11ust take place. 'L'ake tl1is city for 
instance. The majoriity of the homes 
that are to-day afflicted with Con
sumption contain in some instances 
eight and nine of a family, \vho live 
in a three room house. How is it pos
sible for isolation to italre place unde·r 
such conditions How is it possible for 
them to be successfully treated in 
their l1ome? vVhy, it is absurd to think 

they can. There must be some place 
rto which to bring the patients, where 
they can receive proper care and 
treatment. Tl1at suggests the sani
tarium. · Then \Ve not alone have a 
sicl{ individual, but, \Ve have a tub
ercular household in addition, and in 
order that i1t may be properly disin
fected the whole family must be re
moved; consequently we must have 
some place to put the m.embers of the 
.family wl1ile such disinfecting and 
cleansing is going on. Suppose, for 

argqment salre, thait the consumptive 
is in a home of the }{ind I 11ave refer
red to. The principal treatment con
sists of nutritious food and fresh air. 
In the first place the city, and more 
especially the back lane.s, is not the 
place in which to breathe fresh air; 

and second, being one of a family, a 
patient's desire is to s:ha,re the foo·d giv· 
en to stay the ravages of the· disease 
with the otl1er members. Consequent
ly in a very short time the 'vhole fam
ily becomes afflicted. It is only in 
the sanitarium we c.an enfo·r:c.e the re
gulations \Vl1ich science lays down as 
necessary to combat consumption
diet, exercise and rest. 

It may be said that Denmark leads 
rthe world in its treatment of this dis .. 
ease, and in the small percentage of 
people who are afflicted with Con
sumption. In 1876 out of a total popu
lation of 216,000 there \ivere 653 deaths 
from Consumption or 3.02 of the popu
lrution. In 1906 out of a population 
of 432,000 there were 660 deaths or 
1.53 of the population. I-low was this 
reduction bro.ught .about? By the pub
lisl1ing of instructive pamphlets, lec
tures, special lecitures to children and 
the erection of sanitari11ms. On the 
initiative of Professor Carl Lorentzen 
and Mr. Holger Rordam, Navy Sur
geon and Member of the Lovier House 
of tl1e Danish Parliament, a Danish 
National Association for rthe combat
ing of Tub.erculosis was founded on 
the 16th day of January, 1901, an As
.sociation wl1ich has been most sue-
• 

cessful in its endeavours. It has about 
30,000 members, contributing about 
100,000 krooner (about $250,000) in 
yearly subscriprtions, besides whicl1 it 
has received several large contribu
tions, gifts and bequests. Grea.t efforts 
for combating tuberculosis have, more
over been made by . the National As-

' .sociation by the publishing of instruc-
rtive lectures, lately by special lec
tures for school children, and especi
ally by the erection of sanitaria for 
the necessitous. 

At present the Nati.onal Association 
maintains fiv.e ·consumption sa.nitaria 
for the necessitous with accommo· 
dation for about 500 patlents, besides 
having contributed toward the erec .. 
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tion of other sanitaria in out·o.f-the 
way islan·ds, such ·as Bor·holm and the . . 

Faroe Isla.nds. 
Finally, the National Association 

maintains a tuberculosis. station (dis-
pens::i:ry) in Co_pel).hagen. · 

The Danish co-oper;ative Sanitari-
um Society was. founded in 1904 with 
the object of building and maintain· 
ing one of several sanitaria where 
members suffering from Cons.umption 
might .be tr.eated and nursed as cheap
ly as possible. T·h.e Society has built 
two sani ta.ria with accommodation 
fo;r 250 patients. in · all. 

The Soc.fety C·openhagen and Envir
ons Children's sanitarium was. found· 
ed in 1889 w:ith the object of provid
ing g·ratis, tr.e·atme.nt for poor. ailing, 
e.spe·ci.ally sc:r:ofulous children. The 
Society -has · built a sanitarium. 

The sanitctr1iums of the National '.As
sociation. 

Silkeborg Sanitarium. Silke1borg is 
the largest sanitarium of Denmark 
having ·r·o.om for· 173 patients. · ' 

Ry. Sanitarium w.as built in the 
yea.r 1903 having room for 38 pa-
tients. 

. Hasle·Y Sa.nitarium ha1s room foir 24 
patients. 

Nakkebolle S·anjtarit1m, on 
Nakkebole Fiord was built 
having ·room fpr 22 patients. 

the 
1907-08, 

The "Christma.s. Stamp" Sanitarium 
-On Oc:t.ober 26th, 1904, a Commit
tee was formed with the obje·ct of 
building an ·ho1spital for· tuber·cular 
children, and to raise. the nece.ssiary 
funds by issuing a sta.mp bea.ring the 
King·'s P·ortrait. It was to be sold at 
a price of 2 ore and affixed to letter·s., 
especially at Christmas time~ The 
first year six million .stamps were 
issued, 51;i millions of which we.re 
sold, fetching a sum of 75,000 kr'., 
and the committee· continu·ing the 

issue of the Christmas .stamp a simi
lar sum 11as been collected each. suc
ceeding year. After the, necessary s.um 

had been raised-partly by the· help 
of a ·Government grant-tl1e Commit
tee resolved to build a sanitarium of, 

121 beds for tubercular children, and 
a very fine an~d beautiful site on Kold 
ing Fiord was .bought. When the sani
tarium which is a,t present in course 
of erection, is finished, it will be· man~ 
a.ged by the National Association for 
the combating of Tuberculosis. 

In 1904 the Sanitarium Society 
was foun·ded with the object of build· 
ing and mainta.ining one of several 
sanitaria. Two we·re· built with ac
commodation for 250 patients. Th.ere 
are seaside hospitals where children 
tinder 15 .are admitted. There are 
seaside ·sanitariums where· children 
under 1.5, are admitted. They have 
public sanita.ria whe;re patients. in th·e 
early stages of Con.sumption .are ad
mitted, tuberculosis 11ospitals,in whicl1 
none are admitted but patients suffer· 
ing from an advance·d sta.ge of Con
sumption; Convalescent Homes, for 
people unable to perform their usual 
wo·r1{; tl1ey 'have nursing ho·mes under 
medical inspection for persons who 
are able to ·do certain classes of work. 
.The National Art Association main
tain five sanitaria, there are private 
sanitaria, ten in numbe:r·; there is, a 

large co-operative sanitarium and 12 
tuberculosis hospitals. Tl1ere were up
wards of, 15 hospitals and public sani
tariums. in 1908, c·apable of accommo
dating 1,000 patients; the privat1e cap
able of accommodatin.g 260, an·d · chil
dre.n's seaside sanitariums capable or 
accommodating 500. Th us we see that 
in the country where the greatest p·ro
gress has been made in combating 
this wretche·d disease, sanitar.ia have 
played a most important part. 

We ·come from Europe to the Ar .. 

• 
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gentine Rep·ublic, and we find that 
the camp.aign against Consumption 
commenced there in 1892, and stn1i
lar measures were adopted to tl10se 
already referred to in Denmark, simi-
lar means of educating the people 
with regard to consumption. Every 
box of matches sold ·contained litera
ture treating on con·sumption. Vari-

ous places throug·hout the city were 
placar·ded with engravings showing 
the ·disea.se· in its various. stages; 
Municip.al re·gula.tions were rigidly 
enforced; infant and milk dispensa
ries were opened up, in fact it wa.s in 
the Argentine Republic· that infant 
and milk dispensaries originated. 

Priva.te pa·rties gave large gif1ts of 
land for erection of houses, (there 

I 

were no objections raised to accept· 
ing gifts of this c'har:acter, even 
thoug·h the lan·d was very valuable): 
11ouses and sanitaria were built, 
parks, gymna.siums and baths v.'."ere 
multiplied; enforcement of health co·n
ditions; the working day was reduced; 
wages were rais.ed; women and gi'rls 

living in tenements1 were educated in 
tl1e scientific prep·aration of food. 
Canada has also adopted .similar mea
sures. The National Sanitarium A_s· 
sociation of Canada. This Association 
the firs.t to be formed in Canada, was 
established in 1896, and began its 
wo:rk with the op·e.ning of the Muskoka 
Cotta.ge Sanitarium at Gravenhurst, 

ma·de possirble by the gifts of Mr. \¥. 
J. Gage and the late Hart A. Ma.ssey, 
Esq., the town of Gravenhurst giving 
$10,000 to have the sanitariums lo
cated near it. In 1902 the Association 
opened the Musl{oka Free Hospital 
for Consumptives. 

The Manitoba Sanitarium Consump
tives. A board of trustees. has been 
incorpol"ated by the legislature for 
the erection an_d maintenance of a 

sanitarium for the province. The 
municipalities have been given power 
to make contributions out of muni
cipal funds for, the support of this 
instituti.on. 

List of s.pecial hospitals and sani· 
tariums in Cana.da: 

Ontario-Muskoka Cottage Sanitaria 
Gravenl1urst, 85 beds. 
cases. 

For · incipient 

King Edward Sanita:ria for Consump~ 
tives, Weston. A hospital for advanced 
cases, 25 beds. Dr. W. J. Dobbie, 
Physician-in-charge· to both institu-
tions. 

Nova Scotia-Provincial Sanitarium, 
Kentville; 25 1'eds for residents: of 
the province. Patients ·pay $5 weekly. 

Sums totalling $50,000 11ave been 
11oted by the LeE,lslatu.re to tl1e Brit
ish Columbia-'Anti·Tuberculosis Asso
ciation to aid in erection of their sani
tarium for incipient oas·es and hospi
tal for hospital cases. 

Manitoba-A charter has been 
g·ranted to a Board of Trustees to es· 
tablish a sanitarium for the Provinc·e 
It is to be under provincial control 
and will receiv.e aid from the L1e.gisla-
ture, and municipalities are empow
ered to contribute out of the muni
cipal funds for building and mainten· 
ance. 

Ontario-The Provinc.e of Ontario 
has enacted s·pecial legislation to as
sist in the erection of sanitaria, 
granting one-fifth of the cost of a 
sanitarium erected b·y any municipal
i ty or recognized assoc-iation. In 1906 
the Legislature voted $15,000 to the 
Muslroka Free Hospital fo·r Con· 
sumptives. 

Quebec~(Reported bY Dr. Elzear 
Pelletier Sec;retary ·of the Provincial 

' Board of Health). In Ja.nuary, 1895, 
the Legislature set apart 400 acres 
in Trembling Mountain Park for 
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Sanitarium purposes, but nothing 
ha.s been done to supplement this .. In 
June, 1905, the Province granted 137 
acres on Lake Edward to the Quebec 
Lea'g·ue for sanitarium pur~oses. 

New Brunswick-Tl1e New Bruns· 
wick Medical Society and re.p.resenta
tive business men have met the Gov
ernment, and a.ske·d for the establish· 
ment of a Provincial Board of I-Iealth 
an-d have made similar recommenda:
tions. The Gove·rn.ment has. pron1ise.d 
to consider this at the next session, of 
the Legislature. 

Nova Scotia-There· is .a provincial 
sanitarium of 25 beds initial cost, 

. ' 
$20,000; annual grant, $9,000. The 
province does not intend to provide 
beds· for all, but has under.taken this 
'\\

1ork rather for its educational 
valu·e. 

Special Hospitals and Sanitaria 
One municipality has1 built a special 
Ho'spital o·r Sanitarium for the care 
of. its tuberculous poor. Hamilton 
a11d Ottawa a.ssisted their local asso
ciation in building and assisting in 
maintaining patients at the Sanitari
um or Hospital. Toronto voted $50,-
000 for a municipal .sanitarium, but 
has not built, but instead has given 
the amount to the Musl{oka Free Hos
pital fo:r' Consumptives, and to the 
Toronto Free Hospital for Consump
tives, on their und1ertaking to care for 
all city patients, the city pa.ying the 

usual per diem allowanc·e. 
The National Sanitarium Associa-

tion, with offices at Toronto, organiz ... 
ed in 1896 to build and maintain 
special institutions for care of pul
n1onary invalids. Its two ·sanitaria ac~ 
cept patients from all parts. of Canada 
but th-e Association has no o·rganiza· 
tion outside the Province of Ontario .. 

· National Sanita.rium Associati1n of 
Canada. Organized 1896. Unde1,. the 

• 

patronage of their l\!Iajesties, l\.i11g 

Edward VII. and Queen Alexandr.a; 
His Excellency Earl Grey, Hon. Presi· 
dent; L,ord Strathcona and Mou11t 
Royal; President; W. J. Gage, · tTisq., 
Chairman of the Executive Commit
tee; J. s. Robertson, Secretary. 

Tl1us we .see what is being <lun·P, 
elsewhere a.nd the· experience of otl1cr 
countr'ies has been utilized in the 
preparation of this Bill. 

If a man be a pauper or a lunatic, 
every effort is mad·e · by the State to 
protect and care for him; all the le· 
sources of the State are employed. in 
mal\:ing his life · as h·a.ppy as poss:~le 
and very· justly so. In a few 1la.ys 
this House will be called upon tc• c'-'n
cur in the voting of a large st1rn cf 
money to erect a modern Insa1\e A s·y. 
lum, and if the hon. member will be 
consistent when this ,rote comP.s t ·e
fore us, 11e will criticise1 and find 
fault with it; but I know he will not 
If a working man upon wl1ose Jif e 

. ' 
the welfare of 11is family d 8'1Ciids, 
contracts ·consumption, the State .sn 
the pa.st took no notice of him, an-d 
cared less. Wl1y then ,should different 
treatment be meted out to the paupe·r 
who 'in some cases is the sole ~ause 

' of his poverty, than to the _working 
man whose life is jeopardized and 11is 
family's future as well. Why should 
not tl1e State use· every effort to pro· 
tect the life of the bread winner, 
which is not a.Ione of value to 'his 
fa1nily but to the country as well? We 

' vote annually Ia.rge sums. of mon·ey 
for tl1e maintenance of lighthouses in 
order to protect the fishermen and 
marine·r from tl1e dangeris wl1ich usual
ly beset their calling, but in the past 
we entirely lost siglJ.t of the fact that 
upwards of 1,000 annually die of Con· 
sumption, a number greater than the 
sea around our coasts will · claim as 
its victime- for very, very many years 
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to come. Of tl1e 1,000 ·deaths annually 
. . 

at least 500 are males. VV'hat does 
this represent to the Colony? Cal
culating it from tl1e standpoint . of 
their earning capac~tY, at least 
$150.000 .annually. Tl1e earning 
powers of the fen1ales is worth at 
least half this sum, $75,000. Then 
during the year we have a.nether 
1,000· who are waiting for the silence 
of the tomb, _ a burden to themselves 
and a 'heavy charge upon their rela.
tives.. Their ea.rning po·wer is equal 
to another $150,000. Thus, we have 
an annual loss of at least $375,000, 
and in this calculation I have not 
ta.ken into account a still more .seri
ous aspect, and that is, the diminu
tion in population. 

It is asserted by competent authori-. 
ties that if consumption were obliter
ated it would lengthen the· period of 
life 21h years. Let us the;refore as
sume that the· earning pow.er per head 
of our people is a.bout $80.00 per an
num this would be equal to :$200.00, 

for 2 % years with a popula.tion of 
240,000 this would .amount to $48,-
000,000-more than sufficient to pay 
the public ·debt, build railways ·and 
provide for various other public im
provements. We did not in the pa.st 
fully appreciate the a_wful toll exacted 
by tl1is disease, and even to day, not
wi tl1standi11g tl1e· campaign of ed uca
tion wl1ich has been going on for the 
past four years, on·e fails. to grasp 
the a,wfulnes.s of the situation. In 
order to bring 'it more forcibly be.fore 
this House -· I vvill tal{e tl1e settlement 
of Petty Harbor, whicl1 has a pop.u
Iation of about 1,000 . persons. · S11ppos.e 
tl1a t by tl1is tin1e next year every man 
woman and child now living there lie 

·dead, and tl1at instead of pulsating 
as it is to-day with the energies and· 
acti_,rities ·of its people, at this d'ate 

i1ext year it be a settlement of. the 
dead. A shudder would ·pass through 
us, . and we would .stand .appalled at 
the awfulness of the calamity. Would 
we not call in the aid of medical 
science? vVould not the state pour 
out its treasures to find the cause and 
to prevent a recurrence? Well, that is 
what is and has be.en happening in 
N e\vfoundland for years. "Strong 
languag·e," yo·u may say; startling, 
if you lilre, but I challenge refutation. 
Tl1e deaths taking place in every por
tion of the island do not bring home 
to us so vividly ,-tl1e awfulness of the 
toll. Tl1is, tl1en, Mr. President, is a 
time whe11 all .sl1ould unite; the· voice 
of criticism and opposition should be 
stilled in the common cause of suf· 
fering· humanity. Let us ·do our share 
in restoring the bloom of ·health to 
those wl10 are affli·cted, .and save tbe 
present and future generations of the 
country from tl1e awful consequences 
of ig·norance and indifference in the 
past by passing this bill. 

HON. MR. RYAN-At tl1is late 
11our I am not going to take ~IP much 
of the time· of tl18 House. I do not 
tl1ink we have heard in this Hous,e 
or outside of it any objection to help 
ing our fellow man. I think we are 
all as one in tryi11g to stamp out this 
disease, consumption, which has 
been ravaging our people, especially 
during the last ciu:trter of· a centur·y. 
Before that ve·ry little was heard of 
it. I do not think tl1ere were 50 
cases 60 years ago, but in the early 
sixties,wl1en American cooking stoves 
were fir~t introduced here, I believe 
was the time when Consumption first 
showed itself to any ·extent, owin;g 
to tl1e ventilation of the living rooms 
being entirely sl1ut off. From the 
papers and wl1at I have l1eard in the 
otl1er CI1amber and here, I have not 
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heard one person say one adverse 
word a.gainst this meas.ure, and I 
think he would be a very foolish per
son who would s·peak against it. I 
must say that if the last speaker 11ad 
spoken of the good work of the A.P.C. 
introduce·d by Mr. Harvey it would 
have suited the occasion better, but 
in the remarks of Hon. Mr. Knowling 
I do not thinlr he said one wor·d 
against this. measure. I would be very 
sorry if I heard him do so. I do not 
think it would be wise. It was. the 
means for putting it into effect that 
he objected to. We know that if pub
lic contractors, who have cl1arge of 

railway facilities, give f.avors to the 
Government, the latter cannot treat 
those ·contractors in th.e same way as 
if independent of them. I think we 
have seen it this winter. It was said 
of Messrs. Reid that they should have 
kept the railway open all winter. I 
think it was impossible, but some 
say that things could be b.etter than 
they are, especially in the carrying 
of mail&. I do not know if they have 
the control of the, ca·r.rying of the 
mails. I remember when we had only 
two mails a weel{ in Conception Bay 

when there was no railway, and the 
winters were as se·vere as· thls, mo·re 
frost and as much snow but the mails 
were carried all the same. If horses 
failed. dog sle·ds were found to take 
thel.r place. It is .sai-d now they have 
no dogs in Conception Bay,but I think 
if any hon. gentleman were to go to 
Harbor Grace he would see many dogs 
and sleds there still. I do not say 
that Messrs. Reid .sl1ould do impossi
bilities. I know they are spending a 
lot of money in trying to clear the 
line, and after spending it their work· 
has gone for naught, because the 
trencl1es have been filled in the fol
lowing da.y. And worse than that 
when it freezes after a mild spurt, ice 

• 

forms on the rails and the coilditiou 
of the line is worse than before. This 
money which they have so generously 
donated could be put, I think, to bet
ter effect for the country. I do think 
if we build seventeen sanitaria here 
it will scare away many who visit us. 
It would be better if some of the·se 
visitors would never come,and I hope 
if these hospitals are put up here we 
will not l1a ve some of the.~e people vis
iting us. But there are many desir· 
able people who come here and I hope 
they will not be scared away. Th.ay 
are an advantage to the country, and 
I fear it will have a bad effect if th·ey 
find that this is a nest of consumption. 
a11d that we have more Consumptive 
hos.pitals here than in the United 
States. I have no ·doubt that Messrs. 
Reid were right in their minds in of~ 
fering tho·se sanitaria, but I would 

pref er personally to see only one in 
Conception Bay, and in the larger dis.
tricts perhaps more. I fear it will be 
a mistake to have five in Conception 
Bay. At all events after all the argu
ments I fail to see that one wo·rd has 
been. spoken against the cause, be· 
cause I think it would be a very bad 
principle ifi we refused to take the 

money. The only thing I fear is that 
It will not ·have the effect I could 
wish. I must support the amendment 
of1fered by Hon. M·r. Knowling. 

HON. MR. HARVEY-The hour is 
late and I 11ave alrea .. Y ha·d my in
nings on thi.s Bill, in ·connection with 

the Anti-Spitting Bill, but I feel that 
it would be ungracious of me if I did 
not rise to acknowledge what llas 
been said personally of me. I conf~ss 

I am very of.ten covered with conf s1s· 

ion at the ve.ry .great amount of 
praise I have got for the worlc tl1at 
has been done during the past few 
years. It is true I happen to be Presl· 
dent of the A.P.C. and my name is 
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p.rominent with the movement, but I 
11ave 11ad such wonde.rful ,sympatny 
and support from other people ·w11ose 
names have never .appeared that I am 
often,, I say, covered with confu~;;ion, 

and should like to 11ear my crwn 
name less frequently. There has b~en 
some discussion as ·to wheth 3r c ne 
Gove·rnment ·has supported the move. 
ment more than another. I can onlj7 

say that both Q.overnments that have 
been in power since the A.P.C. was 
started have shown the utmost sympa
thy and help. whenever· they could. S11· 

Robert Bond's late Government W£ nt 
. . . 

out of power very shortly after the 
·A.P.C. be.gan and we only asked one 
thing of them~ the free use of the 
mail$) which was granted without hesi· 
tation, .and has been a great boon. As 
to the present Government,it is impos· 
s'ible for me to ·speak too highly of the 
support they have given-whether 
to the A.P.C. or myself pe.rsonally, or 
to a ·policy urged by the Commission 
it has not matt~red, and they have 
always been anxious to do what we 
have asked, and tl1ere is no question 
whatever that all Governments since 
the movement has been in force have 
been in sympatl1y with the work. As 
_to tl1e Governors, Sir Wm. MacGregor 
and our present Governor have given 
tl1e geatest help·; also the newspap
e·r.s, and Water Street has been always 
ready to sup.port with money and 
11~lp, and as I look ar·ound tl1is room 
there is ,probably not . a member who 
has not been a ·steady suppo·rter of 
mine a.s P.resident of the A.P.C. since 
tl1e i11itiation of the movement. Many 
of them have wo11\:ed, and all have 
g'iven f.unds. I feel, therefore, ·some· 
wl1at shy of accepting tl1e praise, be
cause it ot1gl1t to be shared by 
others. In rega.rd to this particular 
Bill it is impossible for me to do 
oth.erwise than ·very warmly support 

- -....~· ,........--·· - - . 

it. To begin with, the Bill is non
controversial and non-committal. It 
does not say that the Government 
.are g.oing to take over and operate 
seventeen sanitaria. Furthermore we 
have it that no ·definite policy has yet 
been ·decided upon and the: utmost 

' care will be taken before ·doing so, 
Under these circumstances, Mr. P·res.i
dent, I could not for one moment do 
other\vise than support the Bill. At the 
same time I could wish, seeing that 
tl1is. Bill gtves enormous powe.r to the 
Government that something more de· 

' finite were bef.ore us. I have already 
said that in order to stamp out con
sumption the advanced an·d dangerous 
·c·ases s:hould be removed, by for·ce, if 
necessary, and I am gla.d to see that a 
member of the Government, Hon. Mr. 
Gibbs has argued as :strongly in 

' favour of that position .as I myself! 
did, and while I appreciate the argu· 
ment of those w110 think su·ch a 
policy c·ruel and difficult to manage, I 
·think that is false sentiment in the 
matter. I think tl1at just a.s small· 
pox patients are segregated so should 
consumptives be. Therefore a large 
pa.rt of this programme should be de-
votecl to instit11tions for advanced 
ca.se8. of consumption and doctors 
should be appointed, duly · qualified 
and authorized, to .remove tl1ese cases 
'to the institution in their neig'hbor-
hood and so stop the infection of 

' their houses. Hon. Mr. Gibbs has 
shown us what is going on in St. 
John's. Many cases will not go to St. 
·George's Hospital when their fa.mily, 

' 

nurses and police· tell them to. Some 
do g·o there and leave in a day or two 
and go · l1ome and infect their homes 
ag·ain. That is the true C!'.l.use of tl1e 
enormous spread of consump·tion-the 
lack of control in such advan·ce·d 
cases-and we cannot do so witl1out 
tl1ese institutions. I am very gla.d to 
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see in section 7 that the Governor in 
Council has taken very extreme 
powers. The section permits the Gov
ernment to pass almost any rule in 

order to enforce the law. I do not 
think tl1a t too strong; I ·am glad to 
see it so. \Vha.t I do fear is that the 
power being fully in the hands of the 
Governor in Council, this Government 
and successive ones may be tempted 
to use that power ·politically and may 
affect the proper administration of 

the anti-tuber'culosis ca.mpaign. The 
Hon. Mr. Knowling in a well thought 
out speech has suggested that the op
eration of th·e new campaign should 
be continued by some organization 
sim·ilar to the A.P.C. or the Commis
sion of Public Health. Tha.t is quite 
out of the question. These bodies are 
already overbu.rdened, a11d it is im· 
possible for anybody or any man who 
is not making a life work of the sub· 
ject to efficiently administer the ca.m
paign on broader lines f,or the pur-

-
pose of improving public heal th. This 
11as ,got to be done, and the-prope·r 
way is to ha.ve a strong man in 
charge of the whole thing. My sug
gestion the other da.y_, and I .repeat it 
now, is that the matter be ·discussed 
and tl1e Government ask advice from 
a body or commission which should 
be representative. Something of that 
sort should be ·done before the Govern .. 
ment embark on a very large expendi
ture. My objections. to the generally 
outlined scheme are those which I 
have already stated, and the danger 
of going· ahead too fast. I do not in
tend to take up a.ny furtl1er time but 

' Hon. Mr. Knowling has moved an 
amendm-ent which has put me in a 
.so1newhat aw·kward position. I would 
be extremely g'lad to support that mo
tion if tl1e ·h·on. gentlema.n will make 
it an original ·one. But he 11as intro .. 

duced an amendment wl1icl1 .substi-

tutes an entirely new idea for every.; 
thing in this Bill. Under the.se cir
cumsta.nces as. thi.s amen·dment n·ega· 
tives the Bill I have to vote against it. 

HON. MR. McGRATH ID·OVed the 
adjournment of the debate. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP 
tl1e Ho·use adjourned at 7 p.m. until 
Monday next, March 11th, at 4 p.m. 

MONDAY, March 11, 1912. 

The Council met at 4 p.m. pursuant 
to adjournment. 

The minutes of the previous sitti11g 
vvere read and confirmed. 

TUBERCULOSIS RESOLUTIONS·. 
On the Order of the Day being call

ed for the Second Reading of the Bill 
for the Prevention of Tuberculosis-

H ON. MR. McGRATH.-The diSCUS:

sion evoked by this measure, Mr. Pre
sident, has been most exhaustive and 
altogether educating. In the other 
Chamber it was debated very fully and 
here we have had an admirably temp
ered exposition of the Government 1s 
policy from Mr. Bishop, an eloquent 
and informing address from lVIr. Gibbs 
and an ample review of the whole sub
ject from l\1r. Harvey, the President 
of the A. P. C., while Messrs. Know
ling and Ryan, though moving an am:. 
endment, have seit out phases of it that 
cannot be overlooked. In discussing, 
therefore, a matter so thoroughly can
' ?assed, one can scarcely hope to much 
further enlighten this Chamber or this 
co11ntry; but still there are certain as
pects of tl1e matter which see~ to me 
to call for ·some little attention. Cer
tain axiomatic propositions stand out 
in relation to Tuberculosis, tl1at few 
\Vill be found to dispute, and that may 
be passed o\rer when briefly stated,-

First, that in rthis Island, as in 
every otl1er civilized country, tl1e 
spr€ad of the disease has been so 
great of recent years as to forin 
a national menace, which proposi
tion will 11ardly be seriously ques-
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tioned, for, 11owever Vle rr1ay differ 
as to ithe reliability of our vital sta
tistics, VvTe lcnow the l)ale 11orsen1an 
\vl1ose name is Death ha,s wielded 
11is blade \Vi th fatal effect in every 
ha111Jet amo11gst t1s, ct1tting down in 
the bloo1n of youth or t~1e p:ricle of 
maturity tl1e fairest fio·vvTers in al
most every 11ousel1old flock; 

Second, tl1at tl1is gra~ve situation 
co111pels urg·ont a11d vigorot1s meas-

l1res to arrest tl1e ra \fagos of tl1i.s 

vVhite Plaguo; \vl1icl1 proposition :is. 
eqi:.ally l111assailal:;le, for ho\vever di
vergent ma}r be tl1e opinions ex
pressed i11 tl1is Legislature on tl1e 
r.aain issue, i1one has been 11eard to 
claim rthat existing conditions sl1ould 

· be permitted to continue uncheclr.:ed; 
and 

Third, that no problem of tl1is 
character presents itself nowadays 
v1l1icl1 modern medical science cart·· 
not overcon1e if given the necessary 
facilities therefor; in other \vords, 
that to cope with Consumption or 
any other disease, however wide
spread or destructi\re, is n1erely a 
n1atter of n1en and mo11ey. 
Perhaps some migl1t be found rto 

question, at first blusl1, the truth of 
this, but 11e \Vho rernen1bers how the 
United States 11as rid· Cuba of yello-vv 
feve.r a.nd banisl1ed malaria from the 
fever-infested swamps of the Panama .. 
zone; how the pla11ting of eucalyptus 
trees has transforn1ed rtl1e pest-breed
i11g Italia.n plains into regior'ls · unsur
passed for health; ho·v·1 tl1e researches 
of British pl1ysicians in privately-e11-
do\\red schools of tropical n1edicine 
have opened the door of hope for mil
lions in Africa and India and else~ 

where; and ho"\v far-seeing sanitary 
legislation l1as le11githenecl the term of 
life in Prussia, vvill as pro1nptly sub
scribe to tl1is thirc1 proposition, wl1icl1 
con1pletes tl1e grot1nd-\rorlr of my ar
gument iii support of this n1easure. 

These a11d other tangible proofs of 
the \v·onders· wrot1ght ii1 e11viro11n1e11t, 

for t~e health of the · i11dividual and 
the community at once justify and in
spire our Government to enter upon 

' 
the task now undertaken. Heretofore 
tl1e initiative in this direction, the 
vvhole world over has bee·n left to 

' pl1ila,r1tl1ropic effort-and we have seen 
tl1e Car11egies and the Rockefellers in 
America, tl1e Sitrathconas and the 
Macdonalds in Canada, the Cassells 
a11d the Hirschs in Britain, founding 
colleges and hospitals, e11dovving In
stitutes for Cancer and Consumption 
Research, and sending forth e11thusi
astio scientists to :study the pathologic
al problems, tl1e solving of whicl1 may 
mean much in lengtl1ening the span 
of human life and in the enhancement 
of 11un1a11 comfort. 

I-Io,,rever, with the \Vider horizon 
stin1t1lated · in more recent years by 
nobler ideals as to public duty, en
liglitened statesmen in every land are 
venturing i11to t11is field of public ser-

• 
vice and assuming this duty on tJ:ie 
pt1blic behalf. They ha··v·e come to re
cognize ithat all intelligent observatio11 
fortifies the conclusions of up-to-date 
medical science that disease is the 
cause, direct or indirect, of vice, crime, 
i11sanitJr, pauperis1n and defective men
talities-the v1ors1t evils of our present
d.·ay civilization. Thus it is that l\'fr. 
Lloyd George's new National Insur
ance Bill, \vhicl1 has been desc1·ibed as 
"the l\iagna Charta of the British 
l)OOr," sets aside nearly eight million 
dollars for a ca1npaign against Tuber
culosis ir1 the Brit~sh Isles, with pro
vision for a furtl1er five millions as 
tl1e scope of the project enlarges; ancl 
lie defends this policy by declaring 
tl1at "it is as dee1) a stain upon the na
tional tfag rthat its folds sl1ould wave 
over slum-bred and half-starved child-

. ren; over ill-paid, ill-fed, ill-housed 
working n1en ai1d women, as if it were 
to \Va ve our defeat on a stricken field; 
and the first thing vve have got to do 
is to create a temperrute spirit and an 
atmosphere tl1at ,-vill co1npel men of 
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all classes and creeds to deal \Vitl1 
these questions, which e\rer party is 
in po\ver." 

Seeing, however, that despite this 
eminently reasonable appeal to tl1e 
patriotism and practical prevision of 
tl1e public n1en of rthe l'v1otl1erland, for 
united effort to fight against the mis
ery and wretchedness, the disease and 
desolation that exist in a country 
wherein, rt-,hough it is the richest in 
the world, millions of men a11d wo
men are compelled to go tl1rough life 
in abject poverty, the enactment of 
this measure ·vvas most strenuously 
resisted, it would be too inuch, per
l1aps, to hope tl1at in a Colony like our 
own, where party lines are so sharply 
drawn, unity of action could be secur
ed. I am satisfied, though, that this 
measure will pass, that the Legisla
ture and the people will realize and 
do their duity now as hitherto, and 
that the day will soon arrive when it 
will be proclaimed as the instrument 
of our hygienic regeneration in the 
same way as the Bait Act, which 'vas 
resisted with similar vehemence, is 
no\v regarded as the sheet anchor of 
our colonial l)rosperity. 

.For, be it remembered, Sir, this is 
a measure vvhich involves our nation
al honor. Just as i10 man of ordinary 
11,umane i11stincts turns a deaf ear to 
the· pleadings of individual distress, so 
no Governn1enit worthy of the nan1e 
can disreg·a.rd the clai1ns of collective 
suffering. It is the bounden duty of 
the state to cope witl1 this problem; 
as it is for n1ore fortunate mo:ritals to 
provide aid for their less.-favored breth
ren. The adoption of this policy will 
be another step in the ever-widening 
1narcl1 of civilzation; another scene 
in the greatest drama of 11istory-the 
evolution of the question of the worth 
of a human life. Statistics were 
c1u.oted 11ere at the last .sitting as to 
t11e economic value of a human life
its worth to the state, its beari11g as 
a;n item in a con1munity's assets. 

This phase Ofi the subject has, 
tho, another and a mo.re intimate 
aspect, one g.oing deeper than the 
mere economic situation and dealing 
not with money, but with real peo
ple; not merely with their wealth
pro·ducing capacity, but with th·e 
worth of their personality. It is the 
personal quality that makes this so
·cial question supreme in huma.n an· 
nals, and I might otherv;ise state it 
by asking: \Vhere is the man who, 
when such an affliction befalls him, 
fails to pray tha.t medical science pos
sessed the ·c·urative agencies which 
would prevent his having to d.rink the 
bitter draught that such a visitation 
represents? It is this aspect of the 
Anti-Tuberculosis. campa.ign which will 
most dire.ctly appeal to everybody 
amongst us, and which-since the in· 
·dividual multil)lied many times is the 
community-will earn fo·r the propos-
ed measures its heartiest endor·sa-
ti on. 

'l,he subject ha.s, again, its colle·C· 
tive aspect as well. In it is seen an
other phase of the g,reat question of 
social privilege, of. economic injustice 
a,nd of the age-long struggle for equal 
rights,.-in which the embattled hosts 
of British democr·acy are now ar· 
rayed, giv.ing human interest and vital 
di.rection to the working of the legis· 
lative instrume·nt, and preventing Par
liament from becoming an outgrown 
hus.k, laclring life or power. 

Wha.teve·r phase of social pro· 
gress we consider it must be admit· 

' ted that tl1e history of the rise of 
the British Democracy, from the fi,rst 
Reform Bill of 1832, which won for 
tl1em a measure of enfranchisement 
and for us in Newfoundland Repre
senta.ti ve Government, has been a 
record of steady progress in all that 
makes f;or national .greatness. In 
every feature of tl1is subject-Pool, 
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Law Reform, ~actory Ins~ection, Re,
lease of Debtors, Educ.ation A·dvance, 
Employers.' L,iability, Children's Pro
tecti.on-and_ all the other measures 
for huma,n uplift the past 80 years, 
we see evidence of the unending con
flict which has been ·waged to th.row 
off the,. thraldom of privilege and 

tl1e dominance of class. "The 
changes that have come as a result 
of. popular, agitation," ·declares Mr. 

Gladstone, "have been, viewed. in tl1e 
n1ain substantially in the. direction 

' 
of tl1orough and n1ost beneficial 
progress; the reso·lute· p·ref.e·rence. ·of 
the_ 'interests of the· whole to any 
lnterest, be it what it may of a nar .. 
rower ·estate." 

The conception of public duty 
which is now establishing itself more 
and more firmly, 'in:dependen tly of 
party politics, is that of a great 
cl1arg·e entrt1sted by the people to 
their rulers; and the belief gains 

g·round that in the a,d1hin.is.tration of 
t11is char·g·e tl1e people· must them-
selves manifest tl1e.i.r interest. Thus 
it has come a.bout tnat if the or·dinary 
British wo1~1{ing man no lo.nger 
say.s: "God save the sq t1ire and his 
relations·, and keep us in our proper 
statjons," tl1e British statesman no 
longer says of the· huma.n derelict 

' 

flung lif,eless and broken on the 
san·ds of the sea of eternity by the 
buffetting billows of ad,rerse· fortunB
"Rattle his bones over the stones, 
He's only a pat1per th.at nobody 

owns''-

but supports enthusia.stically old-
::.g·e pensions, unemployment insu·r
ances a11d the other ameliorating 
ag·encies now being put i11to opera
tion for tl1e benefit of what has been 

known as the "common people." 
Sin1ilarily, Sir ,in the .strugg·le for 
bette1· manners and better laws, in-

tellig·ence comes to the men who 
otherwise would care only for the 
full dinner pail; and the toilers of 
our Island Home will uncomplain· 
ingly tax themselves. to-morrow even 
a quarter million dollars, if need be, 
to provide a new ~ospita.I for the 
Insane, because the har·rowing re
port of the Eng·Iish expert which we 
have just been readin,g over reveals 
that over tl1e doo1~ of what now does 
justice fo~ sucl1 there might most 
a.ppropriately be inscribed the le
g·end from Dante's, Inferno-
"All hope abandon, ye who enter 

h.e1~e." 
. 

It is in this spi,rit, then, the spirit 
of tl1e best modern .social ideals, 
that this new departure is: entered 
upon. It is for social amelioration 
and social education that it i.s· under· 
talren. I say "education,'' advised
ly, for tl1i8 is just as obviously an 
educative work-and just as neces .. 
s:Lry a one-as is the teaching of 
reading, "vritin.g and a·rithm:e1tic. · 
This is a ·policy of patiently and per· 
sistently supplanting i.gnorance , and 
indifference by plain fact and .sobe~ 

truth. At present people do. not un~ 
dersta.nd the close · relation of 
11ea.ltl1 and efficiency; they ignore 
the economy of preventive measures .. 
Ignorance, ·dirt and disease are co-. 
related; intelligence, cleanliness and 
l1ealth f.orm equ:i.Ily a log'ical se

quence. This hygienic education; 
therefore, like sc.holastic training, is, 
designed to p.romote the welfare of 
the individual and of the multitude. 
E\rery agency that can be utilized for 
tl1is pt1rpose should be pressed into

1 

service. The f.oundation and the 
sup,erstructure of suc'h a policy must 
be the p_rihciple that anything which 
will promote and maintain the· true 
welfare of the people is always and 
forevei" ·right; a,nd that anytbin~ 

• 

• 
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whic·h by indifference or by lack of 
coilcerte·d effort, per·mits that wel· 
fare to be impaired, will be always 
and for ever wrong. 

Surely, then, Mr. President, this is 
as sacred and momentous a trust 
as wa.s ever committed to the s·ons of 
men-to snatch from early and pre .. 
mature gra·fes thousands of young , 
lives and to preserve them for car-
eers of usefulness and profit and 
honor in their native la.n·d. Surely, 
Si.r, this. is a problem so p·rodigious 
and an i11spiration so praiseworthy 
that it must appeal to the noblest 
incentives which ca.n inspire human 
endea.vour; and equally, Sir, while 
it pledges to tl1e honest carrying out . 
of this policy, to the hope of achiev
ing the high purpos.e for which it 
was ·designed, it can afford to make 
allowance for misunderstanding and 
even for misrepresentation conscious 

' of the s1ngleness: of purpose which 
impels it to procure for the unpriv
ileged masses .a juster share in the 
communal wealth and the more wide 
spread establis·hing of th~ r.1:nciples 
of equality and of justict.:.i ic the a.d· 
niintstration of public afft5rf1. 
· This country never cavils at the 
voting of money for the spreading 
o·f .the education that enabl~~s men 
t~ earn a bette·r livelihood, a,11<1 I am 
satisfied that, once awa,ke l ·3 t!1~ 

need for suc·h measures, this cotir.tr~ .. 
will endoTse, with equal re'l. f i11es~1. 
the .providing of gen·erous u1n. >1111 ts 

for the imparting of the ed11 1'. ~:ttion 

that will enable our people to enjoy 
healthier and happier live~. '1!l1E~re-

fore it is that the decision of tl1e 
present Government to gra-pple man
fully with this p;roblem of tl~e pub 

lie 11ealtl1 must be considered hi~l1ly 

commendable; tho, ·naturally 1t i.:; at 
' the· point where tl1e tiu~stions ::trise 

• 
of 11ow much is to be spent, aria. in 

what manner is the outlay .to be 
ma·de, that we find differences of 

opinion being voiced in this (J]1a:m

ber and in the other House. S 11cl1 
·differences of opinion 1.S to finances 
and machinery are to be expected, 
and I, personally, think are to oe 
welcomed and if possible, reconcilec1. 

' The sum of .seventy thousand cloll1rs 
has been mentioned here; and ·vVhile 
I hope that it may be possible to 
efficiently carry out a comp reilens·.v·e 
policy as to public. health for a 
smaller sum, I do not think that we 
need be ·dismayed, if·, in the (lO u.rse. 
of some years, as. the po·licy gracu· 
ally ·develops itself, this outlay is 
reached, provided that results com· 
mensurate with this expenditure are 
shown to be realized. 

Moreover, Sir, if the carrying out 
of this campaign in the interest of tl1e 
Public Health is entrusted to the right 
hands,if an entl1usiast is put in charge 
and t11e agencies which will necessar
ily be created are utilized as fully as 
they may be, it should prove one of 

the beSlt outla~rs of public money this 
Colony has ever seen. For instance, 
the several sanitariums could be bene
ficent agencies for many hygienic 
purposes. The nurses cot1ld, by im
parting proper knowledge as to the 
feeding and care of babies, help to re
duce materially the infant mortality 
-vvl1ich now causes a "massacre of it.he 
innocents' 'even more deadly every 
year than the ravages of tt1berculosis 
itself; the gospel of health could be 
preacl1ed and practised; cases of gen
eral disease now neglected could be 
diagnosed and treated, and these insti~ 
tutions cot1ld stand n1idway between 
the people in the outports and the 
hospitals a11d asylums in this city. 

I11 11is speech on Friday, Hon. Mr. 
I{no,vling advocated private control, 
because it wot1ld lessen the tisk of 
sca11clals. Bltt if that vievvs is to ob-
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tain, wl1y should we not abolish tl1e 
wl1ole public service, for the same 
reason? We have had scandals in all 
our public institutions-bt1t will he 
argue these should be transferred to 
private control? Will he suggest that 
the care of lunatics be farmed out to 
private parties because of Sir James 
Moody's revelations; that the Poor 
Asylum be abolished because of a 
Grand Jury's indictment; that the Hos-· 
pital be shut down because Commis
sions of inquiry have been needed in 
the past? No, he will not. Nor can this. 
matter of the public health be dele
gated to private 11ands, for it is essen
tially one that tl1e state should under
take; and because, again, the great · 
publicity wl1ich state-ownership im
plies "\\-"ill be our greatest protection 
against too low a percentage of effi
ciency. Moreover, Hon. l\!r. I-Iarvey, 
\Vho brought to the A. P. C. the en
thusiasm begotten of the sense of the 
need for the work he set on foot, has 
told us tha.t the task is now too great 
for private endeavour. Therefore the 
Government must take it up; and 
must carry it on with the best instru
ments it can procure. These nlay be 
good or otherwise, there will undoubt
edly be son1e enthusiasts found; but 
there \Vill be drones as well as \York
e.rs. I have no ill usion8 as to this. 
Wl1ile I hold that this policy is the 

pro1)er policy; nay, more, that it is 
the only policy, I am not blind enough 
to suppose that we are going to enlist 
a ready-made corps of enthusiasts to 
take up this work. Even private en
terprise cannot do that in every case. 
At tl1e same time, I repeat that we 
need not be dismayed over the pros
pect of an ultimate outlay of $70,000 
for this service. Wl1y, Sir, \Ve will 
have voted, with. increases announced 
for this session, fully $100,000 in three 
years as additions to the educatio11 

grant, without a i11urm11r. We 'vill 
11a vc added, in the same period, al
most a lil:;:e sum as increases · for the 
Public Charities votes-for r,elief of 
the Poor, additions to Hospitals, Old 
Age Pensions, etc. Nay, mo-re, may I · 
recall that five years ago the Legis
lature complacently saddled this Col
ony with an obligation oi · $75,000 · a~ 

year that might have accrued, but, for
tunately, did not, because some mild- . 

i 

eyed drea1ner from parts unknown, 
hypnotized certain of our pt1blic men 
into the belief that somewher-e in· the · 
vast ocean ·solitudes of the ' North At~: -
lantic there is a fog-free zone· where'· 
all the argosies of ·commerce, "with ' 
their gleaming pt1rple sails," c·an voy- · 
age day by day and ")rear by year, u11- ·' 
deterred by ice, or mist, or storm, 
carrying tl1ousancls of passengers be- · 
t\\reen tl1e two \Vorlds, to be conveyed 
across our island from 

1 

'Green Bay · to , 
Bonne Bay a11d thence transferred to · 
ships plying· in tl1e Gulf, St. Joh11's to 

, , . 
be used when Green Bay was ice-

~ i ~ 

bound. Thinlr of transatlantic voy-
agers tryi11g to get across this island 
by train tl1e pr0sent · winter, . and yet 
some of those who fastened this . cori- . 
tingent liability upon our country now ~ 

, 

question the propriety of ou·r spen·d-· 
ing a small sum a.nnually to prorr1ote 
the preservation of the Public Health. 

; 

My reference to the employment of 
sanitarit1ms brings n1c to the last stage 
of 111y remarlrs to-day-some co1nn1ent 
t1pon the princely gift of the Reid bro
thers. I desire to express, like · so .: 
many others, a word of recogniti:-1" 

tl1e magnificent generosity wl1ich this 
offer embodied and of appreciation'· of 
t11e hun1ane sentime11t which inspired 
it; coupled with one of regret that a · 
benefaction of this character, along 
lines which the best thought of the 
ot1tside \\"Orld approves as the proper· 
channel through which the liberality 

• 
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of the wealthy ca11 be dedicated to pub
lic ser\rice, should have been recei·'\Ted 
in such fasl1io11 as it has in some quar
ters. I perc~ive no· more sinister de
sign against the public rights in t11e 
offer i11 question than tl1ere is i11 the 
presentation of free passes to n1em
bers of the J_.1egislature; nor do I con
sider that the interests of the ·country, 
as against the rail\.T1ay contractor, are 
any 'more lilrely to be jeopardized by 
the acceptance of these sanitariums 
than tl1ey are by public men availing 
of such free transportation. Altl1ough 
the Reid gift was universally approved 
when first announced, even by the 
newspapers op1)osing the present ..t\ ..... d
ministration, yet 011 his first appear
ance this session in the other Cl1am
ber, the ex-Premier advanced ax1 argu
ment, \.Vith the emphasis \Vhich his 
influential position ai1d public career 
in1parts to it, designed to impress up
on our people that a grave offe11ce 
ag·ainst the constitution has beer1 com
mitted by the Government in agreeing 
to take over these Sanitariums, be
cause, as he asserts, tho offer is con
trary _to the terms of a statl1te of 
Charles II. \Vhich forbids the accept
ance of gifts by the Cro\vn. An equal
lY distinguisl1ed authority, tl1e Pre1nier 
of to-day, 11as decla.red that there is 
no analogy bet\veen the t\"'"vO i11sta11ces, 
and that to quote tl1at statute of Char-

les II. in tl1is connection is either to 
. ' 

do violence to tlie ·truth or to mistake 
the purpose of the statt1te most egre
giously; and in support of this conten
tion of Sir Ed-vvatrl l\tiorris I would 
point out t11at Sir Robert Bond's legal 
St1pporters in the Legislature, and tl1e 

' 

editors of 11is party- orga11s, \Vl10 are al-
, 

so legal men, are i10 n1ore prepared to 
follow 11i1n blindly in tl1is conclusion 
than were tl1ey to endorse 11is views 
l~st year as to the Trefetl1en-Lord 
agreement repealing the Bait Act, or 

• 

, 

tl1at the IIague _l\.rbitrators a year be
fore -vvere to sustain his contention 
that tl10 Americaµ fishermen \Vere ex
cluded from tl1e vVest Coast inlets by 

the Treaty of 1818. 
llo-vvever, Sir, as many people ' are 

doubtless asl{ing: "Why was a statute 
passed in tl1e reign of Qharles II. for
bidding 1the accepta11ce of gifts by the 
Crown, and hov1 does it bear upon the 
present ·issue in· this. Colony ?"-it h·as 
seemed to n1e tl1at if it can be showr1 
why tha,t statt1te of Charles II. \.Vas en
acted and tl1at it · has no bearing on 
this matter at all, it will serve to ex
pose the unreason of Sir Robert Bond's. 
argu1nent. Such an explanation in
volves stating that rtl1e reign of l{ing 
Charles II. \Xlas one of evil omon for 
England and for Newfoundland. \.Vhen 

' 

Charles I. lost his 11ead on the scaf-
fold in 1849, because he outrage.d the 
liberties of tl1e English people, the 
country passed under tl1e rule of Oliv
er Crom\vell, \vho for eleven years 

controlled its destinies, his guiding 
principle being to give tl1e people not 
so mucl1 what they wanted as what he 
thol1ght was good for tl1em, so that 
when he died the inevitable reaction 
followed, and Charles II. was · called to 
tl1e Throne in 1660 \Vl10, in tl1e 25 
:fears that ensued, reduced England to 
a· lowe·r estate ir1 the \.vorld's eyes than 
before or since. To pande.r to his vices 
he became a mere ,.vassal of France, 
by a11 ignoble con1pact in 1662; and 
i11cluded in tl1e compact was rtl1e ·\vhole 
south coast of N ev1foundland, so that 

l1e fastened upon this island tl1e in
cu bl!S of French domination, from 
'vl1ich, for inore tl1a11 t\vo centuries, 
\-re struggled rto free ot1rselves. In 
1676, again, he sold to t110 \\Test Col111-
try ~venturers, absolute rights O"'ver the 
rest of our seaboarcl, gra11ting to then1 
a decree to ensure rthe removal of the 
entire resident popt1lation, which only 
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the humanity of Sir Richard Berry, the 
na·val officer entr11sted with the task 
prevented being carried into effecrt. 
Yet evil though he did in Newfound
land, it was nothing to what he did in 
the Mother Cot1ntry, for this is the 
picture of England under Charles II. 
which Macaulay, one of rthe greatest 
9f lier historians and esayists, gives: 

-"Then came those days never to 
"be mentioned withot1t a blush-the 
"days of servitt1de without loyalty, 
"and sensuality "'\Vithout love; of 
"dwarfisl1 talents and gigantic vices; 
"the paradise of cold 11earts and nar
"row minds; the golden age of the 
"co\vard, the bigot and the slave. The 
"King, cri11ging to his rival that he 
"might trample on his people, sank in
"t9 a viceroy of France, and poclreted, 
"witl1 complacent infamy, her degrad
"ing insults and more degrading gold. 
"The caresses of harlots and the jests 
"of buff0ons regulated the measurf;s of 
"a governmenrt whicl1 had just ability 
~'enough to persecute. The - principles 

"of liberty v:1ere the scoff of every grin
"ning courtier, and the Anathema lVIar
"ana tha of every· fawning dean. In 
"every higl1 place, \vorship was paid 
"to Cb.arles and James-Belial and 
"Molocl1; and E11gland propitiatecl 
"these obscene and. <.:ruel idols witl1 
"the blood of her best and brav'"est 
"children. Crime succeeded crin1e, 
"and disgrace to disgrace, till tl1e race 
"accursed of God and man \vas a sec
"011d time driven forth, to \vander on 
"tl1e face of the eartl1, and to be a b)r

'~word and a headshal{e to the nations. 

". . . Sl1ch \Vas ithe country wl1ich, 
"a waking from its rapturous trance, 
"found itself sold to a foreign des
''potic Court-defeated on its seas and 
"rivers by a state of far inferior re
"sources-and placed under the rule 
"of panders and buffoon.s. Our ances
"tors saw unjust aggression followed 
"by feeble war, and feeble war ending 
"i11 disgraceful peace. They saw a 

"Driitch fleet riding triumphant in the 
"Tl1ames, the triple alliance brolren1 

''the exchequer sl1ut up, the public 
"credit shaken, the armies of England 
''employed, in shameful subordination 
'{to France, against a country '\Vl1icl1 
"seemed to be the last asylum of civil 
"and religious libe1ity. They saw Ire
"land cliscontented· and Scotla11d in re
"bellion. They saw, mea11time, White
"hall swarn1ing \vith sharpers and 
"courtesans. They saw ·harlot after 
"harlot, and bastard ·after bastard, not 
"only raised rto the highest honors of 
"tl1e peerage, but supplied out · of the 
"spoils of the ho11est, industrious and 
"rt1ined pt1blic creditor, with ample 
"means of supporting their new dig-

"nity. The G·overnme11t became more 
"odious every day. Even in the bosom 
''of that v"ery House of Commons which 
''had been elected by the nation in 
"tl1e ecstacy of its penitence and its 
"ho1)e, an opposition sprang up and 
"became 1)0'\Verful; loyalty whicl1 had 
"been proof ::lg·ainst all tl1e disasters 
"of the Civil vVar, which had survived 
' 'ithe routs of Naseby and Worcester, 
"\vhich had never fiincl1ed from se
"questration and e.:{\le, which the Pro
"tector could never intin1idate or se
''duce, began to fail in this last and 
"hardest trial. Tl1e storm had long 
"been gathering, at length it bt1rst 
"\vit~ a fury wl1ich threatened the 
"whole forn1 of society with dissolu
"tion." 

Such, Nir. President, is . a pen pic
ture of t11e monarch and the· period 
asociated with the Act to prevent the 
acceptance of ,gifts by the Crown, 
passed by a sca11dalized and almost 
clespairing Parliament to prevent the. 
further debaucl1ing of e·verything the 
nation had once held sacred---1the sac
rificing by a licentiot1s monarch of 
every right and e~1ery legality in re
turn for private beneficences. When, . 
therefore, an ex-P·remier of tl1is Colony 
quotes a statute enacted under such · 
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circumstances as a reason wl1y ithis 
Colony should decline an off er of sani
tariums fro1n the Messrs. Reid, 11e 
pays a poor complin1ent to his country 
and his countrymen, ignores his ce11-
tury and his time, misreads . tl1e whole 
tendency of moclern social progress 
and hea.ps u.ndeserved ignomi11y upo11 
the public men identified wi1th our af
fairs in the present generation of 
\vho111 he, himself, is one of the most 

• distinguished. 
I do not think it is necessary to lab

or this IJOi11t. The difference between 
the "bribes " miscalled "O'ifts" to a ' b • (. 

dissolute sovereign in 1660, and the 
offer of 'hospitals to a self-governing 
colony 250 years later, n1ust be at 
once evident and to seriously argue 
1b.at the acceptance of these sanitar~ 

iun1s will compromise the Government 
or the people of this Colony, is to ad
vance a proposition whicl1 fe\v rigl1t
thinking men can support, and which 
must only inspire regret that the re
searcl1 which ithe contention implies 
and the eloquence \Vhich \.Vas expend
ed in presenting it, were not enlisted 
other\vise. 

I do not know that I need say more. 
We agree, I think, as to the gravity 
of the issue ithat confro11ts us, as to 
the need for actio11, and as to the cer
tainty tl1at remedial measures can ac
complish n1ucl1-tl1ot1gh we may dis
agree as to the agencies to be em
ploy·ed to bring abot1!i th.e results we 
hope for. The proposition of tl1e Gov
ernment is for a comprehensive 
scheme admi11istered by the state. The 
an1endment is virtually a negation of 
that, and therefore I canno.t support 
the an1e11dment. I shall vote for the 
second read.ing of tl1e bill l)efore the 
chair, and tb.oug;l1 the meas11re may 
not achie·\re all we could desire, or 
tl1at it shotlld deserve, we can neither 
ignore ot1r obligation nor shirk ot1r 
duty because of tl1at fact. Rather 
must we-tl1rough our existing De ... 
partment of Public Charities and our 

p-rospective Department of Public 
Health-.in the wo·rds of the poet
'"falie up tl1e vVhite Man's burden-

Tl1e savage -vvays of peace~ 

Fill f11ll the moutl1 of famine, 

And bid ithe sicltness cease." 

HON. MR. JOB-I had not intend .. 

ed speaking to-day on this matter, as 

I stated my views in replying to the 
Speecl1 from tl1e Throne,but th.ere are 
one or two points brought up by Hon. 
l\ifr. KnowlJng in p·roposing the ame,nd
mer1t to which I would like to ref.er. 
The first is regarding the effect a vig
orous campaign might have upon our 
exports, if it became known general .. 
ly that Consumption is prev1alent 
11ere. I would point out th.at for 

1nany year.s thts subject has been dis· 
cussed in the papers and in pamph
lets, and so far we have seen no e·vil 
effect tl1erefrom. I should !f.urthe·r 
point 011t thac the countries. to which 
we export our products, such as Italy, 
Spain ,a,nd B·raz'il, are probably m.ore 

afflicted witl1 the ·disease than we 
are, and the people are not likely to 
be frigl1tened by any extravagant 
statements tl1at ma.y be ma·de he·re 
with'in the next few years. Would the 
hon. n1e1nbe·r suggest that on account 
of tl1e chance.s of anything of' the sort 
occurring "-re ·sho,uld relax our efforts. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING.-Not rela.x 
our efforts, but do not shout so loudly. 

HON. MR. JOB.-I think the hon. 
member said that ever·ybody knew o,f 

the seriousness o,f the case. I would 
say for myself. personally, tha.t I had 
no idea until tl1e figures were brought 
out by tl1e A.P.C. and even to-day, 
when we hear well-informed men like 
the !Ion. Mr. ·Gibbs 1speal{ing of set
tlements like Petty Harbor being wi
ped out eve1·y year, I don't think we 
fully :realize the if acts; and I think 
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that · everyone should know tl1at six 
o:" ·seiien 11u11dred peor)le tl1e entire 

' population of a place like Petty Hr. 
are wiped 01it eve:ry year, and we 
sl1ould be more serious 'in 11elping 

• 

the Governme11 t to cope with th.e 
disease. 

The only other matter I wish to 
refer to, is tl1e criticisrr1 of the Gov
ernn1en t for a.ccepting the munificent 
gift of the Reid brothers. What would 
have been said of them if they 11a.d 
declined it, or in any other way ·dis
courag·ed it? The people of' the coun
try would have been up 'in arms. 
'l.,hey do not take the same view of 

, 

the Reid gift as some politicians 
wl1ose po.sition is not one that would 
1neet with the approval of the people 
wl10 c.annot fi!ld means to f[ght the 
·disease. It E;eems to me, Sir, a ve·ry 
poor cause that needs such arguments 
to bolster it up. However, every man 
is allowed to have his op'inion, and 
\Ve must take them a.s they come. I 
am sure, Sir, that publicity is abs.o-
1 utely necessary, and the n1ore the 
people of1 this country understand the 
danger, the sooner the matter will 
be dealt with. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-I cannot 
a.gree with one statement ma.de by tl1e 
lion. gentlen1an opposite-Mr. Mc,.. 
Grath-'in tl1at very beautiful, well 
reasoned .and very interest·ing speecl1 
11e has favored the House with t11is 
afternoon, ,riz :-That t l1e amend
ment proposed is a negation of the 
position taken up in the Bill now 
before us. As a n1atte:r' of1 fact, I 
tl1ink tl1e amendment, altho the hon. 
gentleman (Ivlr. Knowl1ing) propos
ing it had no sucl1 intention, is r,athe·r 
an affirmation of tbe position 
taken up by the Government, for if 

he will t:t.ke the trouble to refe:r to 
the Report of the Comm·ission of Pub-

lie Health in the prese11t year, he will 
'find that section one rea.ds-"They 

beg· ·reference to the two previous in
terim reports submitted .at the close 

' of 1909 and 1910 respectively, of 
which tl1is report is a continuation." 
Tl1ere is on.ly 011e translation for 
that, and that is tha,t tl1is Report en
dorses an unc1 ualified recomme·nda.tion 
"that a trial be made at once to test 
tl1e practical va.Iue of sanitarium 
treatment here," made in the report of: 
1909. Furtl1er, in the report it is. 
distinctly recommended "that the 
'''Ork of tl1e Signal Hill Hospital be 
conti11ued and extended," suggesting 
in paragr.aph 21 "that a more com
pletely or,ganized body, such ais the 
present Department of Public Healtl1 
. . . . should be put in a posi
tion to take over the work which the 
Con1mission has conducted to jts 
present ·stage." 

In tl1e repo ~~t for the year '09, sec
tion 24, we 11ave a very distinct state-
1nent: "The establishment of sani
taria., wl1ile at f.irst sight it has more 
to do with the cure than the Preven
tion of Consumption, is in 1reality a 
very strong factor towards pre v-en
tion," a.nd in sub·s.ection E, section 
38, fo·r tl1is ye·ar we are tolcl. tl1at tests 
have been carried out at Signal Hill 
"\vith inarked success," 
furthe,r told that tl1is· 

and we are 
body can no 

longer carry on tl1e work, a,nd t 11ey 

tender the1·r resignation virtually and 
ask this very government, whom my 
11on. friend, I\1r. Knowli11g, regrets so 
r.J.u.ch seei11g in control of affairs,to take 
over tl1e direction of this move·me11t. 
That, Mr. President, is no neg:1tion, I 
take it, but rather an affi1rm.ation of 
tl1e Government's position. It is •Jnly 
saying we do not want the Govern-
ment to do it in the way vrovided 1n 
the Bill, but in some other way. 

• 
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TheTe is a great deal .being saill 
about the cry being made ,a,bout the 
prevalence of Consu1nption, and the 
injury which it is doing to the coun
try. I cannot understand that posi· 
tion. The statement that has bee11 
made by public men of the Colony, by 
the Health Commission, and by the 
press,is tl1e ve.::y moderate one,tl1at we 
11ave a1)out 1,000, (I thinlr 800 is the 
number in the Report), deaths from 
Consumption in tl1is islan·d a.nnually 
Ontario that rich, beautiful healthy 

' 
province has made actually the same 
statement. Only a few days a.go it 
was state·d by th.e healtl1 authorities 
tl1ere that out of 2,500,000 people 
there were 10,000 consumptives, and 
tl1at is exactly the ·same. propo,rtion 
we speak of here. 

HON. MR. HA,RVEY-One thou-
• 

sand deaths in ab·out 5,000 cases. 
HON. MR. ROBINSON.-The hon. 

memb.er will par·don me, the state
me·nt wa:s, 10,000 in the1 province of 
Onta.rio. Now, if the1r:e is one thing 
the present Government merit con· 
gratulation ·f.or, it is the feaTless and 
daring manner in which they have 
dealt with the question of public 
health. It is idle fo·r us to close· our 
eyes to the fa.ct that public institu
tions in tl1is Colony for the health of 
the peopl,e were for ma,ny years in a 
very unsatisfactory state, and I reg:ret 
to see that some of them are so to
day. But what do w,e, find? We find 

· that since the present Governm·ent 
·came in power tl1e General Hospital 
ha,s been thoroughly reorganized-I am 
not saying one word against the Vlork 
cf those in charge before. But 
\"rhat could they do when they 
were not given the facilities 

. and appliances necessary owing 
to a rigid econo1ny practised at 
the 'expense of the hea.lth of the· PEO .. 

ple? Tl1e present Goveri1me11t n1acle 

new arrangements, placed anot1.1er 
ma11 in cl1arge and allowed him a free 
hand. Rigid economists ma.)" say tha.t 
this is a mistake, but I say "No." We 
cannot 1re,or.ganize and put public1 in

stitutions on a sound and benefi·:!ial 
basis unless, we give those directly re
sponsible a free hand to a certain ex
tent. I say, moreover that if a free 

' hand was given in the Lunatic .'\ sy-
1 um three years ,ago we should not 
to-day be faced with that horrible re· 

port of Sir Jame·s Moody. The St. 
John's Hospital to-day is, a bui.lding 

of wl1ich we may well be proud. ''' e 
11av.e been · told by people who <'a111e 

here from other lands and by medi
c.al men that it can now hold itd .-,wn 
with many s.uch institutions 011 th.i~ 
o~ the other ·side of · the wateJ·. 'l,l1e 
small expenditure on that Hospital is 
more than counterba1ance(l e·:t-ry 

year by tl1e direct saving to t!1e peo
ple. And in this connection when the 
head of that hospital is lying on a 
sick bed, some of us in the Legisla-
ture should t'.1.ke the oppoirtunity of 
expressing· our appreciation of Dr. 
Keegan's great devotion to the public 
service, a devotion which has almost 
cost· 11i.n1, his life. 

Ta,ke the Asylum. Thirteen years 
ag·o it was the privilege of the Govern
ment of the day- to ma.ke the first im
provement in the Lunatic Asylum, 
and the only redeemin,g featu.re in 
that report is the reference to the 
new wings built by the Winte·r Gov
·ernment. From that day to this things 
11a ' re been allowed to run on until the 
p·resent Government stepped in and 
brought out S'ir James Moody. As a 
rest1lt improvements will now take 

place. Do. I blame the man in 
cl1arge? No, Sir, because I know he 
was crippled, handicappe·d, and dur
'ing his tenure or office has not had 
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tl1·e opportt1ni ty of making the neces· 
sary imp·rovements. The Hospital is 
on a satisfactory basis and so will the 
Asylum be in due c.ourse. I 11ave one 
complaint to make .and that I made 
last year, and so long as it is unreme
died will ·continue to inal{e, and more 
strongly if not remedied, that we still 

.. have that abominable institution 
which we call the Poor House·, in the 
country. We aTe told that the build
ing now known as tl1e Asylum is, to be 
reconstructed and made into a Poor 
House. This is a boon to a ce'.rtain 
extent, but I should like to see an en· 
tirely new building put up as a home 
fo.r tl1e aged poor. But the Govern
ment cannot do everything. 

· Now vve come to a matter \vhich 
has ca1used very g·eneral regret, 
th:rougl1out the Colony, and that is 
the attacks that ·have bee.n made in 
con11ection with the Reid gift. I am 
not saying that th·e hon. member 
opposite (Hon. Mr. Knowling·) made 
any personal attack. He praised the 
g'ivers but spurned the gi:ts. We wer.e 
told, 11owever, by another hon. gentle
n1an opposite (I-Ion. Mr. Ryan) som'e 
t11ing that can only be t ranslated into 
one thing·, that the gift was virtually a 
br'ibe,because ''if me11 give favors tl1ey 
expect to receive tl1em," and when 
cl1allenged, he said "we have seen it 
this winteT·." That, Sir·, . to my mind, 

is a naked cha1-:g·e of deliberate· cor· 
ruptio.n. It speaks volu.mes for· Messrs. 
Reid that in spite of the a.ttacks made 
in the press and :elsewhere, they s.ub .. 
mit quietly to .such insinuations, and 
l1a ve not withd.ra \VU from the posi
tion tl1ey 11ave outlined. Here is the 

letter sent by the Company. We find 
'in the first place a very nicely word· 
ed .letter, nothing rur·rogant, nothing 1n 
the nature of ·self-prais,e, prid.e or any 
-µnrigl1teous spirit of1 tl1at character. 

Mr. W. D. Reid says, "we are ve·ry_ 
desirous of being permitte·d to help in 
tl1is great and necessary work." A 
pr ivate gentleman (who is President 
of the Company, it is true), offers $50,-
000 for one institution in St. John's, 
his tv-10 brothe:rs and the Compa,ny of· 
fe·r $50,000 f.or institutions. outside~ 

and they close by saying when the 
" rork is done, the 11ospitals butlt an·d 
fully equipped, they will be handed 
over "unconditionally to the Govern
ment for management and control.'' 
Mr. President, thi.s is not a gift to the 
Crown for the purposes of the Cr own. 

In othe·r· wDrds, it is not a gift such as 
the 11on. gentlema1n opposite (Hon. 
lVIr. McGrath) referred to in his quo· 
tation about the statute of Charles II. 
Thr~ Act to which he referred was pas
sed entirely te> prevent Charles II. 
f·rom puttin,g mon.ey into his own 
pocket by forc.ing benevolences. from 
people and b:ribes fro.m the Frenc1h. 

Tl1is, I say, is not the pr.esentation of 
a gift to the Crown f.or ·l;he pu·rposes 
of the reigning- monarc1i-, no.r to the 
Government, but a gift to the, pec1ple 
of this Island, and Sir, we must not 
forget that tl1ere is only one. rrec.ogniz· 
ed author'i ty in this Island, and that 
is the Government, w·hose duty it is to 

act as tl1e trustees, the se·rvants, ofi 
tl1e people. The Gove;rnment has noth· 
ing to ·do with this personally. The 
members of this Chamber have, as 

tl1ey .are here for many yerurs, but the 
Govern.ments come and go. Mr. Pr.esi
dent, inay I ask wl1y .should a public 
man, a . citizen of this island for a 
quarter of a century, be penalized,pre
vented f.rom exercising the glorious 

privileges of cl1arity, because he is 
identified directly with certain con· 
tractual oblig·ations? During the last 
seven years in Great Britain, there 
were nearly $120,000,000 given _by the 
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wealthy people of Britain for purposes 
of charity. We so rarely hear ofl 
that sort of thing in this country that 
we a,r·e almost staggered at this, off er 
of money for charitable purposes
$100,000 from the Reids, $50,000 f1rom 
tl1e Bowrings, thousands firom others 
for this and that. We marvel at it, 
and yet Brita1n receives $120,000,000. 
And when we have this munificent 
g·ift n1ade us, there a.re those amongst 
us who actually desire its ref·usal. If 
tl1e hon. member opposite. who· intro
duced this amendment objects to the 
cost of the main.tainence of the insti· 
tutions as tl1ey aTe outlined in the 
Bill, let me tell him that if the re
commendations of the Board of 

Health were carried out it would 
' c.ost a .great deal more. Hon. Mr. 

Harvey tnay totally disag·ree witl1 me, 
but if he goes through them carefully 
he will find 'it so. Fo·r instance, there 
is one thing, con1pulsory education, 
Which I do not thi11k the hon. gentle
man has taken into consideration. 

HON. MR. HARVEY-In St. John's 
only. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-Well eiven 
there, 'if you 11ave compulsory educa .. 
tion, you must have it free-the two. 
are insepara,ble-and tl1at involves a 
·very larger additional expenditure. If 
you , tal{e their recommendations and 
calculate the cost of tl1em,you will find 
the cost a.lmost as great, if not great
er, tha.n the problematic· cost of the 
policy in the Bill before the House. 

I agree with the hon. gentleman op
posite that the·re 'is. a little too much 
talking about const1mption. I a,m not 
afraid of the 1,000. I a.m not af,ra.id 

of the outside effect, but I am afraid 
of . the effect it is going to 
have upon some of the· people tl1em
·selves who reside in the country. The 
President of the ·A.P.C. whose work 

we all admire,and who 11as 11ad many 
encomiums for it, will not, I am sure, 
resent a little criticism. He l1as told 
us that he fa,.rors compulsory segre
gation, or the forcible removal of con
sumptives. 

HON. MR. HARVEY-In dangerous 
ca,ses. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-All ca.ses 
are dang·erous. It is ·difficult to know 
what he means by dangerous. To indi .. 
viduals or to the environment? May I 
instance an actual case. A mother 
dies of consumption. Her five chil
·dren are all living though the y0ung

est is now nearly 50. The father dies 
after a long .and heal thy life. 
There has never bee.n a .s.ign of con· 
su,mption since the death forty y0a1 s 

alg·o in that family. There was Il'> ex
traordinary care taken, simply o .. C.in· 

ary care, t11e ministr:ations of lrlva. 
Imagine the broken-hearted fathe·r 
being told that his wife must ·be taken 
awa.y and piaced in some hospital. 
Imag·ine the .almost motherless chil
d·ren with their mother· taken away. 
Why should these people be punish-

ed? Consumption is not smallpox, it 
is not contagious, tho highly infec .. 
tious, if not p·roperly treated, and we . . 
are to give tl1e power to snatch the 
mother awa.y f·rom her children? Our 
people are not inhuman and do not 
want their loved ones ·snatched awiy 
from them. Parents would no cloubt 
voluntarily ·g·o into sanita1ria if called 
upon in tl1e interest of. their l':r\'·t~d 

011es. I say, Sir, there are many cases 
of consumption which a;r,e far better 
treated at home than they c.an possi-

bly be in a sanitarium or hospital, 
and I admit tl1at there are many 
cases tl1a.t can be better t1reated in a 
sanitarium than at home. What is 

needed is to educate the people, an·d · 
tl1at is tl1e work tl1at the Associati9n 
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for tl1e Preve·ntion of Consu1nption is 
doing. Give them to understand J.1ot 
that consumption is a. leprosy, not 
that it is a loathsome disease, but 
that it is a ·disease that requires the 
most careful handling; that it is not 
the horrible monster ths.t many of 
ou1r people believe it to be, and tl1at 
in many cases it can be dealt with 
in the home every whit as effectual-
ly as by segregation. Our people 
can very easily be sta.mp·eded)and if 

·you make them believe tha.t it is a 
leprosy that we are surrounded with, 
the result will be unhappiness in our 
11omes and grea.ter ill-health amongst 
our people, because, as a great ma.ny 
medical men will tell you, the great .. 
est factor in ·disease is fear. I shall 
certainly support the bill as it stands. 
I ·don't believe for a moment that we 
are going to have seventeen sanitaria, 
with seventeen staffs .and all tha.t sort 
of thing, in one year. I believe that 
the progtess will be gradual, and that 
the expenditure will be in accordance 
vlith the requirements of the: country 
f.rom time to time. I believe that 
this tl1ing will be wisely carried out 
by the prresent Gover11ment; if 'in tl1e 
course of years any othe·r Government 
succeeds this-a.nd the hon. gentle-

man opposite (Hon. ·Mr. Knowlin.g) 
gets back into the Executive, I be .. 
lieve that it will be· wisely carried out 
by tha.t Governn1ent. I believe tl1at this 
is a question which is fair beyond par
ty politics-a question which .so in-

volves the healtl1. and well-being of 

the people of tl1is country that it can 
be safely entrusted to the hands of 

tl1e serva,nts whom they elect. 
HON. MR. KNOWLING-Mr. Presi

de11t-
HON. tl1e PRESIDENT -I would 

call the ho11. g·entleman's attention to 
rule 7. 

• 

HON. MR. KNOWLl~G-I a,m aware 
of that rule, but tl1ought you would 
extend me the courtesy of, aliowing 
me to explain one or t"\VO idea.s that 
seem to have entered into this debate, 
a.nd tl1at I think are due to misunder
standing. But, of cou,rse, if you call 
my atte11tion to the rule, it is the first 
time I 11ave seen it insisted u1Jon. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-If there is a.n·y 
explanation which tl1e hon. gentleman 
would like to mal{e I would su.ggest 
he wait till . we go into Committee on 
tl1is Bill to-morrow. 

HON. the PRESIDENT-If the hon. 
ge11tleman wishes to make an expla, 
nation he may proceed, but I don't 
think tl1e same g-round .should be gone 

• o\rer a.gain. 
HON. MR. KNOWLING-It is not 

an explanation. 

HON. the PRESIDENT-I do not 
wish the Hon. gentleman to think that 
I am interpreting· the rt1le too rigidly 
-s.o far as I can see no option is left 
me except to enf o·rce it. It reads
"N o Member is to speak twice to any 
bill at any one time of reading it." 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-I would 
i1ot suppose that for a moment. 

HON the PRESID·ENT-It has been 
moved that tl1e Bill be iread a second 
time, to which amendment 11as been 
made by I-Ion. ~vfr. !(nowling, 'vhich 
I would ask tl1e clerl{ to read. 

An1endment put and lost on vote of 
2 against 10. 

Bill put and carried on a -vote of 
10 against 2. 

On motion of Hon. 1\rlr. Bis.hop it 
was ordered that the Bill be referred 
to Committee of tl1e \Vhole House on 
to-mo·rro"\v. 

PROMISCUOUS SPITTING BILL 
On . motion of Hon. Mr. Harvey the 

Bill entitled "An Act to Prevent 
Promiscuotts Spitting"' .was ·1read a 



third time, .and it was ordered that 
it be ·en.g1~ossed a.nd sent to the Assem
bly vvith a message asking the con
cur-rence of that body in its provisions 

HARBOR l\/fASTERS BILL. 
·On motion of Hon. Mr. Bishop the 

Harbor Masters and I-Iarbor Regula
tion Bill wa.8 read a third time, and it 
wa.s. ordered tha.t it be eng1rossed and 
returned to the Assembly with a n1es
sa.ge that this House 11ad passed the 
same without amendment. 

BOILER INSPECTION BILL. 

Committee of tl1e "\\'l1ole · on Boiler 
Inspection Bill. 

HON. MR. GIBBS.-! beg leave to 
move tl1e House i11to Committee of 
the \Vhole on this Bill. 

HON. PRESIDENT left the Chair. 

HON. MR. AYRE took the Chai1r of 
the Committee. 

HON. MR. GIBBS-Mr. Chairman, 
when this Bill was before tl1e House 
the la.st sitting it was deferred in or
de~ that the House might satisfy it· 
self in ·relation to tl1e Bill. Certain 
suggestio11s were made and informa.
tion required with :regard to tl1e sec
tion. I may say that one of the ob· 
jects of the section is, as already ex· 
plained to the House. to prevent any 
boiler bei11g· used before inspection, 
and also, of. course, to prevent per-

$Ons who inay have purchased second
hand boilers from using them before 
an inspection talres place by the prop
er officer. I th.ink that is a veJ·y de

sirable lavv a.nd a very proper law to 
have on the statute book. There is 

no provision now to prevent tl1is from 
I 

11appening·, a11d tl1e object of this sec· 
tio11 is to prevent boilers from b8ing 
used by industrial works without tl1e 
proper officer inspecting them and .a 

certificate being given. If there is 

any information which 11on. ge!~tle· 

men ·require I will be very plea5ed 
to furnish the same. 

HON. MR. 1-1A.R'/EY-1VIr. Ch~ir·· 
1 • - man, I take it that if a person app .. Jes 

for inspection withi11 the time na.med: 
and the inspectior1 is not proce·2ded 
with, tl1at boiler can be used. 

HON. MR. GIBBS-In tl1·at case no 
a,ction '\VOt1ld be taken, because if a 

person made application witl1in the 
time na.med by lavv for the insp2ctio~ 
of a boiler or boilers and tl1at in· 
spection does not ta.ke place before 
the expi·ry of the certificate, t~1e:a, of 
course, the party could use the boil(3rs 
upon the old certificate witl1out being 

subject to any penalty. 

Tl1e Committee rose and repo:·ted 
hav.ing passed tl1e Bill without ai11e11d

ment and it wa.s ordered that tl1is 
' 

report be Teceived and that the Bill 
be read .a third time on to-morrow. 

On motion the House then adjou~l!.
ed until to-morrow, Tuesday. March 
12tl1, at 4.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, l\1a:rch 12, 1912. 

The House n1et at 11.30 p.m. pursu-
2.11t rto adjot1rnment. 

Tl1e 111inutes of the previous i11eet
in~ \r-1ere read and coniirmec.l. 

BOII.'.ER INSPEC1-.,ION BILL. 
1I1 l1e r-nsuection of Boilers Bill was 

~ 

read a tl1ird ti1ne a.nd ordered to be 
se11t to tl1e Asse111bl:l 1,.·vi1th a n1es~ago 
tl:at tl10 Cot111cil 11ac1 pass2d t11e san10 
witl1ol1 t a111e:;.1ct11:011 t. 

'11UB~RCULOSIS BII.iL. 
011 r:1otion 

[-Iot1se ·\'vent 
'l'uberc:.1losis 

of I-Ion. lVIr. Bisl1op 
i11to Con1mittee c11 

Bill. 

t11e 
tl18 

1-i 0 l\J. I\1? R. f-1 A RV E Y .-I \-rv?culd asl( 
1r•-,T: n. to ~0"<;" ~ "\"(TCI"'rl er T"-~TO ai.::~out 
,,,. ~ - ..J \. \.J ...... .._/ 1..-\.. J '-~ "y ' \... ..L ..... \ ., -

sc1~:0 ::J:'.lttcr:J referred to l1ere yester-
day n 1t1"' ;.ug·l1, perl1ftps tl12y a.re not r0-
le•1a11t to the su1Jject. First, to th(~ 

ren1arks of 1-10:1. IV1r. lV1cGratl1, who 

• 
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referred amongst other things, to the 
"Fog Free Zone' 'and rather cast ridi

cule on the idea of tl1ere being such a 
thing. I must take isst1e with 11in1 
on that poi11t. I an1 not ad\rccating tl1e 
possibility of the scheme, but I be
lieve in the existe11ce of a Fog Free 
Zone; and in regarcl to the expendi
ture of _ $75,000 for a ser-v'jce as was 
proposed; if that service had come in
to being there is i10 que$1tion but tl1at 
the e:x:penditure "'r9ula_ have been 
justified. Tl1is is a s1null mutter, but .. 
as to its havi1~g an~{ bearing· on the 
case, I \Va.s unable to gatl1er from 
Mr. IV1cGrath's remarks ir1 11is partic
ular argument i11 connectio11 v1itl1 tl1e 
Fog Free Zone. Secondly, I \'Tculd 
lil{e to refer sl1ortly to 011e or tvvo 
things said by I-Ion. lVlr . . Robinso11. Ho 
referred to t11e progra111 of rthe Con1-
missio11, stating 11.e tl1ought its cost 
would be greater, perl1aps, th<:t11 tl1e 

cost of tl1is S2.nitarit11n campaig·11. I 
r.tl1ink the lion. gcntl0111a11 is vvrong 

acout tl1at. T~lG question of Con1pt1l
sory Education, v1hicl1 vv-as es13ecially 
referred to, '"'1as reco1nn1ended by tl1e 
Ccn1n1issio11 for St. Jol1n's, 011ly, not 
so much on account of its educational 
value, though tl1at v.rould be consider
able, but 1.Jecause tl1ey thought it 
v~·ould 11ave a great effect on 1:: oor fan1-
ilies. vVe co11tint1ally hear of cases 

. -
of families in Ft. poor 'vay vvhose cl1ild
ren do not go to schcol, an.cl the reas
on why is in almost every case given 
as this, that the clothes a.nd boots of 
the cl1ildren are not g·ood enough, to 
ei1able the child to g·o to school. Tl1e 
Commission of Public Health thougl1t 
tl1at one reason vvl1y they \Vere not 
properly clcthed '"~as 1tl1at tl1ere was 
no ncecl to clotl1e then1, no pressure 011 

the pare11ts vyyhicl1 would r12cessitate 
the children bei11g decently clad, but 

if tl1ere \vas s0me force applied, the3T 
vv·ould very Sl}C8dily i1111)rove, i1ot c 1113I 

tl1e children, but their houses. I-Ion. 
Mr. Robinson also referred to the mat
ter of segregatio11, and I almost hesi~ 

tate, after vvhat he has told us, to re
f er to tl1is n1atter; but at the same 
tin1e I arr1 anxious to ha.ve the mem
bers of this House feel as I do upon. 

1 t. this matter. Co1np111sory segrega..,1on, 
in r11)r estir11atio11, \vould not affect 
stlch a case as he broughrt forward. 
The object of compulso1·y segregation 
is tl1at tl1e l\1:edical IIealtl1 Officer, 
finding it necessary according to his 
judgme11t, should remove certain cas
es, i1ot that e"'"very case sho'\vi11g ac
tive tuberculosis sl1ould be removed, 
bt1t merely tl1ose cases wl1icl1, in l1is 
opinion, th·reaten to be a m:enace to 
the healtl'l of tl1e fan1ily, ancd I am 
o-01·n er +o 1 .. eacl a short extract bearing b ' J....Lb ._ 

on 1this. 'l""'his ex:tract is from Dr. 
Pl1illips, ·\vl10 is well lr11own as tho 
great Consl1mption doctor of Edin-

b 1 I:.:re refers here to sanitaria,. urg i. ~ 

saying:-
"There can be no m"anner of do111Jt 

tb.at tl1e far-advanced or dyi11g case~ 
constit11te the gre~test source of ii1-

fection. This is r110;;t specially trt.12 

in the case of tl1ose affcc.tec1 by th c 
::i· · " t .Lh~ cr-"nt~· 0 c+c-··1 QlS8aSe r8Slu8Il 111 L :._, v.Lt v'- .:.:t · "'~I. 

d';velltngs o f the poor, ,~.;11cro perhaps 
an e11tiro fa1nily shares a roo::.:1 witJ1 
tho co:1sui11pti~{e 1}atie11t. 1\..ll such 
patients rec1t1ire i111n1ediate ren1G~Tal to 
a hospi1tal reserved for ad·vanccu ancl 
, • \! , ,_ i· on " ay11i~~ cases Oi co11s1:.mpt- . 

I thinl{ :ri.early e':1erybcdy i11 

Hotlse is of tl1at opinion also. 

this 
I ob-

jected to pt1tti11g aJl crur eggs, so to 
speal\:, in one bash::et. I tl1inl:: sanitaria 
are all right in rtl1eir place, but the:y 
are not the ,~v11ole sh8\V. Dr. Pl1illips 
also says: "I11 11ot a fev1 i11stances 

• .L 

t11e co11ce1)tion of fot1ndi11g san11_,ar-
it1ms has bull{ed too largely in anti
tuberculosis n1oven1ents. Tl1e pt1blic 
have been led to expect too much 
fro1n sanitarium regin1e, in respect 
both of individual cures and of tl1e ex
tinction of the ·disea.se. As the results 
of sanitarit1n1 treatmo11t accumulate, 
and as these are fou11d less u11if orn1-
ly gcod tl1an the hopefulness of tl1e 
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over·-sanguine had expected, there be·· 
gins to be manifested a feeling of dis
appointme11t and almost of annoy
ance." Dr Pl1illips in no way condernns 
burt strongly condones, sanitaria treat
ment, bt1t he tl1inlts that it sl1ould i1ot 
be dealt in to the exclusion of other 
methods. Then 11e gives some ex
amples .sucl1 as we have had many of 
in St. Joh11's, whei1 11e says: "It was 
with a view to the reception of sucl-... 
advanced patients, wl1ose s1.1rrounfl
ings ancl hygie11ic conditions are pre· 
juclicial. not only to them.selves,but to 
all "\Vho are broug·ht into close conta,1·t. 
1:;vith them, that i11 t11e Health T "'ec
ture referred to (1889), I proposec1 
tl1at a portion of our city hosr>ital 
should be devorted to tl1e receptio11 of 
dying cases of cor1sumption. Stich 
cases cannot, of course, in an-:r 11llm

ber, be received into the Ro~'"al In
firmary. Nor is it desirable that tl1ey 
should. But I desire to-nigl1 t to 
rouse the citizens to the respo11~.)i~'>~l

ity tl1ey assu1ne in permitting s1Jc!1 
chronic sources of infection to s11:c)tt1f1-

er i11 their inidst under co11d_ iti.or1s 

whicll are undoubtedly most calcu
lated ito fatal propag·ation." ~rI1tlt 3s 
t11e opi11ion of Dr. Phillips. 1 11a.ve 
rcacl p1'eviously the opinion of Dr. 
N e.,.\vshol::ne, who is t11e great Engiisl1 
s11ecialist 011 tl1e treatme11t of tl1is dl;j
easc. '"fhese are the Scotch and the 
English viev1s. I \11iil also take tl1c 
American vie'\v a11d refer to that sl1ort
ly. This is the declaration of physi
cians regarding the treatment of tub
erct1losis in tl1e city of New Yorl{, 
talren fro1n a circt1lar of instructions 
from the N. Y. Board of Healtl1: 
"vV11e11 tl1e nurse finc1s that itl1e pati
ent cannot recef\re proper care, food 
or medical attentio11 at his home, or 
when, either "\Vilfully or otl1erwise, tl1e 
patient constitutes a danger or men-

. . 

ace to those about him tl1e case is 
referred to the De1)artn1ent of Cl1ari
ties, "\Vith tl1e reco1nn1endation tl1at h e 
be se11t to tl1e 1Vfetropolita11 Hospital 

for Tuberculosis on Blaelcvrell's Is· 
la11d, or to Seto11 Hospital, ,.Nl1ere (cl1e 
city n1aintains a numl)e:r of free lJecls. 
vVhen sucl1 a case refuses to go to 
a l1ospital, the patie11t n1ay be forciblJ.· 
removed or may be referred to a char
itable organizatio11 for assistance, 'in 
tl1e sha11e of food, fuel or inedical at
tention. In instances wl1ere a per
son suffering from pulmona'fy tuber
culosis a.bsol utely refuses to take the 
11ecessary precautions as to tl1e pro .. 
per disposal of rtl1e sp11tum, etc., the 
Department of Health will enforce. 
A11d the actual la"Tw of New York in 
reg·ard to these dangerous cases is as 
follows: "I11 true cases of tubercu
losis, proven by sputum analysis, or 
where tl1e attending pl1ysician or in
spector is willing to vouch for the 
diag11osis when the necessa.ry pre
ca11tions cannot or will not bo observ
ed, and when others (especially 
children) are exposed to infectio11, a 
patienit n1ay be remo\1ed to Ri·v·ersi<.1e 
Sanitarium by force, if necessary,Bven 
if consen_t of patient or family is not 
obtained." 

I refer to tl1is inatter, Mr. Chair
r11an., because I am anxio11s t11.at l)COple 
sl1ould feel as I do about it, and th.at 
is tl1at our medical men tl1rougl1orit 
tl1e Colo11y, properly app'Jintc:d, ought 
to be authorized, in dangerous ca3es 
"rhere people insist on being treated 
at home and will not IJrotect their 
fan1ilies, to ren1ove them forc:lbly and 
keep thern forcibly as long as they aro 
in a dangerous condition. 

The fee fixed here for reporting is 
25 cents, but the Commission on 
Public Health have been paying 30 
cents, and I am not at all sure tl1at 
it would not be advisable· to .l1J;'\Te 

that amount altered to 30 cents, 
otl1erwise it migl1t create ill-feeling 
to tl1e Act. Tl1is reporting has been 
follo\ved out almost absolutely. J)r. 

Brel1m 11as regular tabulated r~tttfns 

from every doctor, wl1icl1 he- (C\,ll 

• 



• 

• 
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show you, although the, retu·rns a;re 
private. Now, I ·don't want t 1) ,.ah:e 
up the time of the Committee, but 
I might explain that we found it a 
rather difficult inatter to derive very 
much information from the doctors 
for the reasons that one1 ma.n will no
tify all the cas.es in his district, whe
ther they are incipient or da11gerous 
cases. The ·result is that in Trinity 
Bay, for instance, a doctor in one 
section of tha.t bay will return per
haps six or seven times as many cas
es .as tl1e man in the next section, 
si.mply because one man returns all 
the cases that come under h_is no· 
tice, incipient and dangerous, and 
the other man only returns advanced 
cases, But the fact is that nearly 
every ·doctor in the Colony 11as be.en 
compulsorily s2nding ii1 retur11s of 
all cases of tuberculosis noticed bv .. 
him. That was one of the f.irst things 
that the Commission on Public 
Health recommendeJ to the Govern· 
ment, and the Government imn1edi
ately acc'eded to 'it and it w.as passed 

under Executive Responsibility. All 
t.he me~ical men in the Colony were 
notified, and all have been sending 
in more or less accurate returns eve·r. 

• since. 

HON. MR. McGRATH-In opening 
his remarl{s this afternoon, Mr. PreGi· 
dent, reference w.as made by the last 
speake·r (Hon. Mr. Harvey) to the 

Fog Free Zone. He declared h:i.3 be· 

lief in the existence of such an area 
and con tended that if the famous 
l)roject . associated 'in our minds vvith 
that phrase had proved a reality the 
count~y would be amply repaid for the 
outlay tnvolved. As to tl1e ,p,urely a· 

cademic issue of the ·existence of a 
Fog Free Zone I am not ·disposed to 
enter into , a , dispute; there n1ay be a 

Fog Free Zone, just as there is a 

North~West Pa.ssage, but as a navig· 
' 

able route the one is about as valuable 
as the other; while with rega·rd to 
tl1at stean1ship project, I would mere· 
ly point out that tl1e proposed steam
sl1ips we·re to ca.rry only mails and 
passengers, ancl how such a service 
would be of any substantial value to 
this 'Colony, it is· difficult to see. 
· While I am on my feet, 'however~ 

ma.y I avail of the opportunity to call 
attention to a subject wh'ich, while 
not perhaps directly germane to this 
Bill, is yet possibly permissible of 
discus,sion unde·r th·e wide, latitude we 
have been allowed in dealing with 
this q ue·stion. The matter to 
which I refer is that of the attitude 
of sections of the medical fraternity 
in this Colony towards the public. It 
vrill be remembe·red . by hon. members . 
that a year or so ago tl1e medical 
men of. St. John's. ·de~ided to increase 
the rates charged for their services, a 
decision wl1ich resulted in a bitte·r 
outburst of indignation from all 
classes of citize·ns. So widespread 
wa.s the protest that the atte.mp·t was 
abandoned, but in tl1e meantime pro· 
jects had been set on foot by or
ganizations in this city to s·ecure the 
services of ph}~sicians for the"iJ... own 

needs. I ~old no brief for the prac
titioners who have come into St. 
John's in re·sponse to these invitations 
and I have had no conversation vith 
them on the matter; I am speaking 
purely on my own responsibility and 
because I regard this as of grave 
public in1portance. I have no feeling 
of 11ostility towards the medical men 
of the city or the outports, and· no 
O,esire to wound the feelings of any 
of them; but tl1e public· have some 
rig·hts, and it is because I conside,r 
the public to be unfairly treated that 
I -raise tl1is ctuestion here. I under
stand that a boycott is being e·nfor·ced 
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. 
against these medical men and I 
think we should protest a,ga1nst it .. 

In connection with the medical fra
ternity we hear a great deal of what 

is termed "professional etiquette," 
and we are led to believe that medi
cal men s,tand o.n a high plane. \tVt1en 
we hear of strikes a.nd boycotts. we 
associate thes-e terms witl1 labor 
unions compo,sed of working people, 
and it is not too much to say tht;tt 
many medical men would resent very 
strongly the idea of putting them on 
the same level a.s labour unions. For 
myself, however, I see no diff ere·nce 
between a strike or a boycott organ
ized by medical men, and a similar 
movement organized by any body of 
workmen in our midst. I do not dis
pute the right of medical men to 
form a union and to boycott other 
practitioners, but I do dispute the 
rigl1t of medical men to do this, 
when they are· in receipt of public mo
ney for services given in various pub
lic capacities. I say that in nea.rly 
ev-e·ry instance in this city medical 
men receive substantial sums from 
the Public Treasury for various forms 
of service, an·d this is not alone true 
of the city, but of the outports as 
well, and I will go farther, and say 
tl1at for these ser,rices, in not a few 
instances, tl1e Colony is getting only 

·very questionable value. I mainta.in, 
tl1erefore, that it is wrong and unjust 
for people who set up. such a high 
standard as medical men set up, to 
attempt st1cl1 boycotts, and I think 
we owe it to the people tha.t we should 
publicly e:xpress our disa.pproval of 
this p,roc·edu·re. 

It goes witl1ot1t saying, that but 
for the vigorous and empl1atic protests 
registered by tl1e people of St. John's 
last year, tl1ese increased fees would 
have been put · in operation, not alone 
for medical men of long standi11g in 

• 

the community who, by their experi
ence and year1s of' labor, might be 
considered as fairly entitled · to ask 
for a larger fee for their services, 
but by the very youn.gest p·ractition· 
ers amongst us, men scarcely long 
enougl1 out of colleg·e to know their 
'vay about town and certainly not 
e11titled on the score of' either experi-
ence or capacity to make such de-
mands upon the people. In this city 
to-day there is not a corporal's guard 
of physicians. We ought to have two 
o·r three tiµies as many medical men 
0s we l1ave. In the city of· Halifax 
with only 50 per cent. more people 
there are ten times as many medical 
men a1s we have in St. John's, and so 
it is that a year ago we witnessed 

• 

the spectacle of the ·deservi11g poor, 
the men a11d women who have to 
count and weigh every dolla.r they 
expend, faced with a proposition 
that would have, meant doubling the 
fees tl1ey "rould have to pay medical 
men. Yet, be·cause tl1is excessive 
impost was resisted and p:hysicians 
were got to come in here who were 
prepared to work for less than this 
proposed fee, they are being subject· 
ed to a boycott. 

The most extraordinary pa·rt of 
this proceeding is the standard w11ich 
iR ret tip by tl}e medical men who se~ · 
this boycott on foot. ·Apparently 
anybody who practices medicine, no 
matter how much of a reprobate he 
may be, is admitted to full commun
ity of interest so lon,g as he is pre1>ar-
ed to lre ep the prices UD. but woe 
betide the hapless medico who is 
p'repared to work at a lower scale 
of fees. I kn·o'v a case of a 
n1edical ma11 in an outpo·rt in this 
Colony w110 is in full practice wl10 
was deba.rred from practising in his 
native country because he toolc a 
woman of· qt1estionable characte·r into 

• 
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a hotel in New··· ·York;· ·where sl1e died 
during tl1e nigl1t, and as the result 
of the inquest whicl1 was held, tl1is 
~an \Vas debarred from practice, and 
11is na.me was :stricl\:en off the rolls in . . 

~1is native place. -- He immedia.tely 
packed 11is bag and came to New-
• 

foun_dland, and he is in practice in 
this Colony tc-day. Now, if that class 
of man is J?~rmitted to practice medi-.. 

cjne_ here I thinlt it is a rep-re·hensible· 
?ituation that other people a~e to be 
bo.ycotted because tl1ey will not hold 
out for the t1nion rate of wages. 
_Moreover, I might point out that 

?11e .. of tl1e features of 'the · Lloyd
G.eorg·e Insurance Bill i.s that medical 
~en are requirt=-d to give treatment 
t(! t,he classes of people included 
w_ithin the scope· o.f that Bill under 

' 

conditipns _whicl1,, wh~le they have 
proyoke~ S<?mewhat of a revolt by 
~lie medical meri, will yet be . recog
nize·d by fair-minded people as bei11g 
g;enerally just and reasonable. in 
t_l1e m~asure now before thi

1
s House 

~rovision . is being mad~ for the em
p_loy,:rpe11t of medjcal men in connec
tio:p. with the sa,nitariums, and I 
think the Gov.ernm.ent should ser
i?usly 9onsider, before it t~,kes step1s 
~o engaige medicat men around the 
Island, how . it · is _. to protect the peo~ 
ple-::-tl_lat are called the common 
r>eople.-from boycott s' and excessiv~ 

1 

c:,11q.rge~;, I. am in the judg·ment of , . 
non. members associated \7\rith both 
the pre~ent Government and the past 
Gov:ernment when I say that some of 
~l!e most striking· 'instances of exor
bitan! bills !?resented to the Govern-

+ f . men.., ... or the past ten years have been 
fi~on1 inedical men~ · bills ·that had to 
_be ., resisted and refusecl payment and 
that had· ultimately to be compron1ised 
by ·· those ,,;ho pr esent ed them, for iri 
son1e· ·cases one-fo11rth ·of the amount 
c'laimed. 1 I ·do not mean by this that 

' ail the ine·dical . men · in the city or in 

. 
tl1e 011tports ar.e of this , class. I do . ' .... 

not mean .to say that tl1e Governrr1ent . . ' 

does not get val tie fr_om every medical. 
m3..n it emuloys. I do not mean that -

. . 
all pJ1ysicia:p.s in th_e Qolony are tarred 

• f 

-y1ith the same brusl1, but I do say that 
I think tl1e time. has come vvhen the 
Gov~rnn~ent a11d the people of this 
cou-ntry ought to 'make· iit clear that 

,., I • I .. 

such boycotts shall not be per_petrated 
by n1edical ·1nen , who are i11 receipt of 
Govern1nent salaries· for services more 
<?r less efficiently rendered; ana ·1 say 
this, i11oreover, -vviithout an~r personal . 
feeling vlhatever, but simply because 
I think the people of 'the Colony are 
entitled to a "square deal.~' 

HON. MR. KNOWLIN.G-It was my 
~ntention, Mr'. Chai-rman, yesterday to, 
make a fe1w remarks, which I was not . . 

allowed to do on account of Rule No. . . 
7, but it will ~ake very little differ-
~nce-it was merely the question of . ' 

a·dopting the principle of · the bt11: It 
' . ' 

is over i;iow and we come to the bill 
itse1f, and seei.ng that we have it w,e 
will endea ... vour to make the best of . it. 
In this pne section No. 2 of Section 

. - . 

4, w~th -regard tq the appointment of a 
' 

Committee, I think that mig_h_t be! im-
proved upon to a ,ce·rtain exte.nt. Un-: 
der this, .secti.on you , appoi~t a com
m.ittee for thr~e years, ~nd at. the ex
piration of three ye.ars, in al~ probab-

. ility they will go out of office. It is 
• 

possible that tl1ey may be re-appoint-
ed, but the probabilities are th~t you 
will ' have another c·ommittee, ·especi
ally if in the meantime there is a 
chang·e of· Government. -You would 
then have men who were entirely 
fresh .. and who had no experience, and 
you would loHe the benefit of the 

·' 

men who had been · tl1ere and had 
· th.ree . years' experience. My impr~s-

sion is that it would be better if · the 
committee we·re made a little large·r
say six-and that after the first two 
year·s ~wo me,mbers s·hould .go out of 
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office and two be appointed in ·their 
' pl,ace. You would still have four 

men of· experience on the committee. 
T11e next year another two could go 
out, and in th.at way you would al .. 
ways. have four men with a certain 
amount of experienc·e. I merely 
throw out this as. a suggestion. I 
don't make it a.s. an amendment, but 
it struck me that the ide.a would b,e 
alright. 

HON. MR. HARVEY-I notice this 
.section reads that it "may be super .. 
·vised." Consequently it is open to 
the ·Government to make any ar
rangements they lik.e. My opinion is 
that a local committee of management 
in a 1small plac·e where there is 
a sanitairiu1m will b·e objectionable. 
I think it will be fou,nd to work 
better flo1.r the objects of the bill to 
have the. management of the institu
tions unde:r a strong man, as a final 
Court of Appeal, and under the local 
practitioner on the spot, and these 
should be the people, to handle the 
management without the· personality 
of any local committee at all. That 
is my feeling .about it. I think · a 
local committee of! three or four un
desirable. The local doctor, proper .. 
Iy backed, would make a very much 
more efficient manager. In suc·h a 
COUnC1il thet~e WOUlil almost c·erta.inly 
be bickerings and they would be al~ 

most certain to want grants whic·b 
m.igl1t be put in the ha.nds, of them
selves or friends without any idea 
of being dishonest about it. As th'is 
section ·reads that they may be sup
ervised by a committee appointed by 
the Governor-in-Council, I think it 
is not necessary perhaps. to alter it, 
but it ls oner of the questions1 such 
as were ·raised by Hon. Mr. Mc·Gratb 
tl1at we do not know anything about. 
I stated ·in the· S·econ·d Reading de 
bate . that I was sorry we haven't 
mor.e information, b·ut .as a matter 

or fact these are .some of tl1e things 
. ' 

that ought to be very carefully gone 
into and considered be.fore· any s,ys 
tern of campaign is finally adopte·d. 
As to the question whether the new 
ma.n appointed is going to clas.h with 
the 1\1edical Health Officer, and other 
questions which will crop up at every 

. 

stage, such will nee·d much conside1·-
ation and, .as I s.aid, we have no in
formation on these m.atters at pre
sent. I am not fdnding fault witl1 
that, as I am told by the· Leader of 
the Government that they have not 
made up the.ir minds yet. 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-The hon. 

member w.h·o has just sat down h.as 
cdrrectly stated what I said in in
troducing the bill, that the Govern
ment have not explicit plans. as yet. 
Re.f e·rence is made1 in S1e·ction 4 to 
the management of the s·anitaria. It 
must be apparent to hon. members 
tl1at manage,ment of some kin·d there 
must be, and in whosesoever hand it 
may be, (it may be the· local practi-
tioner), .he will be subject to the 
supervision by a commission, large 
or s.mall, to be appointed as1 a central 
committee. At least such is the 
idea, that there will be a central 
committee who will supervise the 
wl1ole oi> the sanita·tia. As to ·how 
many members will compose that 
committee, no decision has been 
made. As to Hon. l\1r. McGrath's 
question regarding possible clashing 
between the Medical Health Officer 
and new appointees, it appe.a;r1s to 
me that the Medical Health Officer is 
the person to whom. reports sho1uld 
be sent. Ho\vever, that can be dis
posed of afterwards. If in connec
tion with the Central Sanitarium in 
S~ John's a medical he,ad is appoint
ed, whicl1 I .assume would be neces
sary and proper, then I assume the 
reports will be sent to .·h:i:m as well. 
The ·medical offic·er in charge of the 
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sanitariums, together with suoh c·om:
inittee as may be appointed, will 
take the necess.ary action· in all these 
cases-keep r·ecords, etc. The Gov
ernment, in p.re·pa1·ing this. bill, have 
taken what appears to the·m to · be 
necess.ary pre,cautions. They will pro
ce.ed c;arefully and slowly, and as 
far as its possible to ·do so, the· whole 
system of grappling with tqbe,rculo-
sis shall be l\:ept non-political. No-
thing regarding politics, either in 
connection with the medic.al officer- or 
members oif the ,committee he.re or 
elsewhere will be considered but the 
best man .a,Tailable will be. tound; 
and a.s to the continuation of tne 
commlttee, it stands to reas.on, I :sup-
.pose, that there is not going to be a 
clean ·sweep m.ade every three years, 
but c·hanges will take place from 
time to time, but always with the 
idea of maintaining the very best and 
most efficient ser·vice that it is, pos
sible to secure. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING.-! can 
.sc.arcely understand why this is going 
to be ·diffe·rent fro·m any other insti
tution ove'r which th.e Government 
has ·control. Any such institution 
tl1at I know of from time to time ha,s 
been made a political football,a means 
for the Government to appoint such 
individuals .as ·suited their purposes 
f1rom time to time, and I .cannot see 
why it is going to be diffe.rent in 
these institutions. There is nothing 
in the bill to preve·nt anything of 
that sort, and it is not reasonable to 
expect anything different. It is con-
· trary to human nature. The Govern
ment are bound to have likes and dis
likes, and will let certa.in individuals 

··have a certain amount of influence, 
and surely they are h uma.n, like every
qody else, and will show friendsl1ip 
for thelr .f~iends. There is nothing in 
this bill · to p·revent political bi.as com .. 

· ing into. the question. 

-HON. MR. McGRATH-While one 
must be prepared to admit that there 
is some forc.e in the ho11. gentle
man's argument that almost ev ~c)r

thing in this Colony ha.s been mada a 
pol.itical .affair,. I must remind him 
·that tl1er:e is', however,one Instit11tion 
that has manage·d to survive the vici.3" 
situdes of our political· life fbr twe11ty 
years past, viz: the Council of H;g·hcr 
Education. Personally I see no reaso11 
why this Tuberculosis Organizatlo~, 

should not be .carried on, no m l":".:er 
what Government is in p·owe·r·, wlt!1· 

out disturbing these Boards of ~Ian· 

agement, and I do not see how ltis 
suggestion as to the Composition, or 
period of tenanc.y o:i the· Board •hat 
n1ay be .appointed, is to bette·r the 
situation, because- if any G·overnmeJ1t 
at any future period should desire to 
abolish thes.e Boards or Committees, 
appointed a-s he .su,gges·t::s, all tliat 
would be nec.e·ssa.ry would b,e to in
troduce a Bill at the beginning 1Jf a 
ses.sion and wipe them out of exist
ence. However, ifi you look at the· 
composition of this. Committee, I 
think the risk of its being so wiped 
out by a Government o.f different 
political persuasion is les.sened, be· 
cause the Committee to be appointed 
.shall ·co·nsi.st of Ma1g·i1strates, Justic·es 
of the Peac·e, medical practitione1rs-, 
clergymen or other persons resident 
in the ·electoral district. I do not sup
pose that any Government desirous 
on carrying out or administering a de
partment of the Public Service would 
be dispo·sed to tu:rn off the Ma.gistra.tes_. 
Clergymen, or Justices of the Peace, 
to put other~ in their places. Certain .. 
ly, I take it fo·r granted that no 
gove·rnment would remqve tho clergy-

m.a.n, and if he is continued on such 

committee I think we would have a 

fairly_ satisfiactory guarantee. - th.at 

whatever work was entrusted to the 

• 
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.Committee would be·~ faithfully ·and . ... . ~ 

honestly carried out. . Moreover, it 
seems to . me eminently desirable in 
connection with the proposed scheme 
of establishing s.anitariums in differ
ent districts, that such local Commit
tee or some local organization should 

I • •· 

be provided to administer the tempor-.. . 

ali ties or house keeping of these . in-
stitutions. I do not . assume fo·r a 
·moment that these com.mittees ar,e to 
interfe:re with the __ carrying_ out of the 
. work of the medical man or nurses 
.who may happen to be in control of 

. . 

.the in·stitution for the time being. I 

.take it th.at the work ·of such a Com
mittee would be .to oversee th.e a.dmi11· 
-istration of the f11nds or m.oney tl1at 
may be set apart for carrying on of 
·that ,particular institution and l{eep . a 
sup1ervision over the work ·done, see 
tI?-e building itself is cleanly and in 
proper _~ condition, for tl1e purc·hase in 
.the . immedia,te vicinity of articles of 
food that are so necessary in such 
.cases, and that will have to be ob
. tained, .in the first . place,, -tn the im-
mediate vicinity, viz: .eggs, butter, 
and such things which fvrm. so essen

.. ti.al a part in .. the treatn1ent or Con

. sumption. It must be perfectly . obvi
ous that thes1e things are not to be 
obta.ined in St. John's for· a .sani
tarium · in Bonne Bay. If they .. are to 
.be ·got in the vicinity some persons 
. or committee will 11a.ve to be secured 
for the. procuring . of proper supplies. 
It would be un:~ir to expect a nurse 
or medical man · to g·rapple witl1 that 
p·roblem in addition to their· regular 
w.ork, and I assume that it is for such 

. purposes as this these· Committees 
will be a.ppointed. . Under these cir
cumstances it seems. an e.minently 
prope·r arra:r;igement, .and . the only 
difficulty I see is whether we wlll be . . 

' able ... to get the , voluntary service·: I 
believe we will,but we wi11 · have: inore 

r·Ca Use . for -co·ncern - ffO,ID -tha.t - aspect, 

' . 

tl1an from tl1e p,oint of view wl1ich the 
hon. m.eniber s.uggests. 

HON. MR. GIBBS.-I ·am so1rry . it 
has been the· experien·ce of' the hon. 
gentlem.an (Hon. lVIr. Knowling) dur
'ing h

0

is political ·car·eer that Govern-, 

'ment institutions ha,ve pr'oved to be 

poli ti cat footbails. That has. not 
., ~ . " 

been the exper.ience of the p·resent 
' 
Gov,ernment. The institutions suc·h as . . 
this Act will . provide for will ·not be 
made political footballs eith1er. . . . 

HON. MR. KNOWLING.-There is 
.nothing in the Bill to prevent it, 

HON. MR. GIBBS-That has not 
.• 

1

been the experience of this Govern
ment, but apparently, it must have 
been his experience, and' he must not 
judge otl1ers by what . he did himself. 
V\l e 11ave endea.voured to conduct our 
·public institt1tions in a proper · man· . . 

' • 
ner. 

HON. MR. 

~. ~ 

KNOWLIN.G.-I see a 
~report has lJeen tabled her·e on· the 
Lunatic Asylum, a,nd we have a 
Board 11ere for the purpose of ·running 

• :t . 
HON. MR. GIBBS-That Board 

was not competei1t. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-It was 
. . ' 

appointed by tl1e present Government. 
' 

: H 0 N. 1\11 R. GI BBS-No, it was . not~ 
.' we d.id not put otp.ers the1re. Tl1e 
.11on. gentlen1en and his. friends turn-, 

ed out perhaps the most competent 
' . 
gentleman that was. ever put there, 
.a,nd put 'in one who, because, of 11is 
age and non-experience, is not co:µ1-
peten t. In tl1e Gen~ral Hospital.' thle 
.question of .wl10 is admitted the·re is 
. not made . a political one. Other ·ins ti
. tutions in the country are· cond;ucted 
·in a man:ner in whicl1 political · bia.s 
is not shown. The hon. gentleman 

. is afiraid we will lose the · benefit of 

committees appointed · for these -sani
taria by a change of Government. · I 

, do not think the hon. gentleman . :may 
a·nticipate a change of .-Gov:ernment 

.,, .. ' ... _ 
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for some, years. It is not likely that 
a go.vernment will remove com:mittees 
who are performing .services fior no
thing·. Surely the hon. gentleman will 
not say the cler·gymen are in this. 

political field. It is well known that 
t11e Magistrates, Justic.es of the. 
Peace, and medical practitioners h.ave 
110 politics, and if they have, the intel
lig·ence of men of' . that kind wo,uld 
compel the,m to run institutions of 

that kind referre·d to in this Bill in a 
manne,r whlc·h would reflect credit on 
them,selves and on the· com.munity 
wh1ere they aire establis·hed. The hon. 
gentleman's view.s .are .somewhat 
narrow and c·ontracted. Th.e, H·on. l\1r. 
Harvey r·efers to the local doctor. Of' 

course the loc.al doctor would be one 
of the persons included in that Con1:
mittee. Sur·ely,the local doctor \Vill l1a·ve 
no political lea.nings also. Tl1ere are 
people in this country who sup,port 
.parties and ·policies, but wl10 can rise 
superior to these, and do their duty, 
a.nd tl1at is \vhat a Committee, of tl1is 
kind will ·do. We cannot have a more 
representative ·con1mittee than one 
composed of the clergymen, magis
trates, Justices of the Peace, etc., to 
manage thes·e institutions. This is 
similar to the ·practice in En.gland 
with rega·rd to the management of 

these sanita.ria. 
HON. MR. KNOWLING.-Most of 

tl1e institutions. there are private. 
HON. MR . . GIBBS-They are not 

all private. The Act introduced by 
Lloyd ·George you will find has this 
very section, so tl1at tl1e· arran.gemient 
is not new, so far as. we a.re concern
ed. I would be perf~ctly content to 
place the manageme!nt in the hands 
of sucl1 people as. we name. After all 
the·Y are volunteers, they are not 
being paid, and why should the, Gov
ernment remove volunteers perf.)rn1-
-ing work without pay, any more than 

. ' 

·is done in the C.H.E., as vointed -out 

by Hon. Mr. M·c.Grath? Th·ey 11ave 
done good .a.nd valuable work, a11d 
the Government of the c·ount:ry recog-
nize that and none ·dare remove 
them. Now suppose a .sanitar~\t1n1 

were established in Bona vista, whic'!.1 
is one of the most populous places in 
Bonavista Bay, one of the very men 
whom we would appoint tl1ere would 
be a gentle·man, the Magistrate, who 
is a well known .s1upporter ofl the 
party of "' .. hich tl1e hon. gentlema11 
is a mem.be.r. The Government wo,uld 

• 

have to .appoint hi.m, it would be 

their duty to ·do 'SO, because these 
institutions a.re not established l f.or 
political purposes or gain, but for the 
people-for the bene.fit of· people .suf
fering from this disease, and we can 
all rise ·superior to our political feel· 
ing i11 this connection. 

HON. IV1R. l\1cGRATl-i.-Before Sec
tion 6 is adopted might I poir1t out 
that as \vorded it wo11ld imply that it 
is possible, if we take it fior g1·anted 
tl1at tl1.e Reid benefactio11 is 2 .. ccepted, 
to appoi11t seventeen medical super
intendents. 

~ .. !ON·. MR. BISHOP.-In every place 
\VhJre a sanitarium is establisl1ed a 
inedical Sl1perinrtendent will have to 
be appoi11ted. He may only receive 
.$20 or $30 per year. 

~ION. MR. McGRATl-1.-I recognize, 
of cot1rse, t11at it \Vould_ be imp9ssible 
to rt1n a sanit:iriun1 '\Vithout having a 
i11edical n1an on call. I ·v·1as not clear 
\vhether this clause was to apply to a 
General Superintende11t or to the 
medical inan in each sanitarium. 

HON. r.~R. GIBBS.-That is a mat

ter of dA.tail not yet worked o.ut. 
HON. MR. KNOWLING.-As I un

derstand it that section provides rthat 
if seventeen sanitariums are establish
ed, it is in the Government's power to 
appoint so many medical superintend· 
ents. 
· •~ION. MR. BISHOP.-\Vho else could 
you appoint? 

-
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HON. MR. 1-1 ARVEV.-I 'vould just 
like to say one vvord about Section 8, 
wl1icl1 deals with disinfection. The 
disinfection of houses here has been 
enorn1ously improved dt1ring the past 
fe\v years. When the Commission 
toolt up the work they found rthat the 
lavv · \Vas tha,t (l:lsinfection took place 
at the expense of the householders,, if 

· tl1ey cot1ld afford it. The Com11.1issiorr 
approacl1ed the Governn1ent and asked 
ilhat in every case the cost be paid 
by the1n, ancl they agreed. I think it 
has done a great deal of good. They 
are assun1ing to-da,y the cost of fumi.
gation and there is i10 question raised 
as to whether the parity can afford it 
or i1ot. It is a public matter and ought 
to be done at the expense of the Col
ony. No"\v the Commissioners have 
recommended in this reporrt not only 
tl1at fumigation · in case of death be 
done by the Government, but in every 
case \vhen applied for on certificate of 
tl1e med.ical man. I thi11k these re
commendations are good and rthat fu-
1nigation of houses should tal.\::e place 
on certificate of the medical man 
wl1enev~er aslced for by any 11ot1sehold. 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-Just a word 
or two, l\:Ir; Chairman, before closing. 
T]le attention that tl1is bill has re
ceived from rthe House generally has 
been a source of great pleasure to me, 
and I am sure it will be to the Gov
ern1n.ent. Had vve been privileged to 

have a full I-louse I feel confident tl1at 
every member 'vot1ld 11ave desired to 
have so111ething to say upon this very 
imporitant subject. Tl1e rule at pre
sent existing den1ancling from the 
n1edical practitioners round the Island 
t11at tl1ey should report all cases of 
tuberculosis that came under their 
notice '\Vas, I confess, a complete sur
prise to me. I am riot a member of a 
I-lealth Commission and 1'.ave i1ot been 
in very close tol1cl1 with the Associa
tion for the Prevention of Consump
tion, a11d fo1~ that rea,son I quite for
gort that notification was c1:>mpulsory; 

l:1·ut the reminder 1Jy the Ho11. Mr .. 
I-Iarvey completely disposes of the 
icleas which \r..re have bee11 holc1ing ·re
garding the prevalence of this terrible 
disease. It is quite evident now that 
the majori1ty of the cases reported are 
ir1cipient ones. 

Tl1ere is one other thing that I de
sire to say a few v·vords upon. Refer
ence 11as been made during this de
bate to the report of Sir James 1\ioody 
upon the Lunatic .... t\.sylum, a11d I regret 
to notice fro1n the re1narks of the I-Ion. 
M:r. Knowling that he ai)peitrs to thinlt 
that there "'~as sometl1ing political, if , 

i1ot si11ister, in tl1e action of tl1e Gov
ernrn.ent in having decided to obtain a 
repcrt fro111 a thoroughly qualified 
man wl10 has had long experience on 
the subject of lunacy. I desire to say, 

however,that this action only followed 
011 the policy decided upon by the 
Gov"'ernrnent when they con 'Jluded to 
retire t11e inedical gentle1nan vvho for 
so many ye.ars had ·don.e such e:xcel· 
lent service in tl1.e condt1c:t oi the Ge11· 
eral Hospital of St. John's, but who 
had becon1e quite unfit by reason of 
11is a,ge for the l)Osition which he held. 
The pul~lic, ge11e::ally, hesitated to go 
tJ1emselv.es for trea.itment to the Hos
pital or permit · those near and dear to 
them to be sent there. The Hospital 
was not in a condition to prove aittrac
tive to those who suffered from dis
ea,se and \11ho requir(\d treatn1ent 
wl1ich is obtainable tl1ere only. Tl1e 
Government then decid.ed upon a 
cl1ang·e of policy there-a cl1ange 
which could 011ly be eff ec;ted by a 
large expenditure of public funds. A 
yot111g and entl1usiastic member of the 
medical professio11 was selected-and 
I wot1ld say here tl1at he vvas not 
selected. by any means because of his 
political pri11ciples, but because it was 
thot1ght by tl1e Gover11ment that he 
was t11e man best fitted to undertal{e 
the necessary changes in that instirtu
tion. The changes that have been ef
fected are manifest to all, and in-

.. 

• 
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stead of rthe General Hospital being 
regarded almost witl1 terror by the 
public, everybody is "\Villing now to go 
there for treatn1ent. The conditions 
that existed there it is now determined 
to grapple with else\vhere, and for that 
reason the report of Sir James Moody 
regarding the Asylt1m for the Insa.ne 
is before us. The conditions which he 
founcl there and upon \Vhich he has re
ported in an open, fearless manner re
fiecit no discredit upon the medical 
gentleman v1l10 occupies the position 
of S1.iperintendent of that instituition. 
I will go further and state my firm 
conviction thart the Lunatic Asylum 
to-day is as vvell conducted as it has 
ever be.en. In fact 'it 'has been said 
a11\.i proved that sorne distance back 
the insititution was worse than it is 
to-day. The Superintendent is doing 
the best he can-the ·best that it is 

possible forr anyone to ·do under the 
conditions b3'- whicl1 he is surrounded. 
J\ parsimonious policy has been prac
ticed in tl1e past, and neither is the 
1J11ilding fitted, the accommodation fit
t ed, the attendance adequate or any
t l1i11g like adequate, nor is the expendi
ture upon the institution at all com
mensurate with "\Vhat is necessary. 
The report suggests eitl1er that the 
present Medical Superintenclent shoul~ 
be senrt a\·vay for a course of investiga
tion or stt1dy or else that l1e should be 
superannuated and a younger man 
with a complete knowledge of lunacy 
be put into his place. It further re
commends, as you will have norticed, 
that the institution should be put com-. 
pl8tely und.er the charge of the l\1:edi-
cal Superintendenit and that it should 
be non-political, especially as regards 
appotntments., For 1seve·r·a1 years p.ast, 
espe·cially since the irate· of) wages 11as 

been inc·re.asing, it .has been extremely 
difficult to gert men to go there and 
tal{e positions as v1ardens and assist
ants. The remuneratio11 offered them 
has been the merest pittance-com .. 
mencing at about $260 a year-and 

for tl1at figure no one could be ex
pected to go th.ere and give necessary 
attention to his ·duties. The institu~ 
tion is barely half staJfed. Sir James 
Mood)r reflects most unfavorably up
on patients being left there from bed
time until nexrt morning. But it is 
not possible to do otherwise with the 
present staff. Now everybody agrees 
that rthat institution as at present con
ducted should not be permitted to 
continue any longer than is absolutely 
necessary, and for thait reason the 
Governn1ent have decided to have a 

-new and up-to-date institution not, of 
course, duplicating the insrtitution 
from which. Sir James Moody came, 
for that would be entirely beyond C!·ur 
means, ·but, at all events, to have the 
Lunatic Asylum broughrt up to the 
highest standard possible, as has al
ready been done in connection with 
the General Hospital. Following im
mediately upon that, it may be a little 
later on, it is · the intention of the pre- · 
sent Government, should it be in pov1-
er, and if not then I hope t11eir suc
cessors, to tackle the Poo1.. Asylun1. 
That should 110 longer remain a dis· 
grace, for it is nothing· else than a dis
grace rto the Colony. 

N ovr I don't want to occupy any 
more time or to say anything further 
regarding this inatiter other than to 
i~epeat that the -Government's decision 
in no way reflects upon the present 
conduct of the Lunatic Asylum, nor 
will the Government do anything that 
is unfair. Tl1eir only desire is to im
prove that institution in such a way 
that it will be a credit to us i11stead 
of a disgrace, as it is rut present. 

The Con1mittee rose and reported 
having passed tl1e Bill with some 
slight amendn1ents. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be read a tl1ird time rto-morrow. 

On inotion of HON. MR. BISHOP 
the House adjourned till Friday next 
at 4.30 p.m . 

• 
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FRIDAY, March 15, 1912. 
The House met at 4.30 p.m. pursua11t 

to adjot1rnment. · 

TUBERCULOSIS BILL; 
The ·Bill for the Prevention of Tub

erculosis was read a tl1ird time, and 
on motion of HON. MR. BISHOP was 
~ent to the Assembly \vitl1 a message 

· that the Council had passed the Bill 
\vitl1 'some 'amendments. 

H <?N. MR. ROBI N·SON gave 'notice 
of· questions re Council of Higher Edu-
cation. · 

· HON. THE PRESIDENT read a mes
sage from the I-louse of · Assembly ac-
9uainting the Council that they l1ad 
passed tl1e Harbor Master's '.Bill and a 
Bill to amend Chapter 102 of the Con
solidated Statutes, entitled "Of 
vVeights and M·easures a~d the In
s.pection ·of Lumber," and asked the 
Council's concurrence. 
' . . 

WEIGHTS AND -MEASURES BILL. 
On .motion of HON. MR. BISHOP 

the Weighrts ·and .l\1easures Bill \Vas 

· read a first time and ordered to be 
read a second time to-morro\v. 

HON. MR.- BISHOP tabled tl1e An
nual Report of the Department of Mar
ine and Fisheries· for 1911. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP the 
~o.u_se adjourned till Tuesday. next at 
4.30 . p.m. 

. ~ . 

TUE_SDAY, ~1arch 19, 1912: 
The Coun.cil met at 4.30 p.n1. pursu

ant to adjournment. 

HON·. THE PRESIDENT informed 
the House that His Excellency the 

· G·overnor. had granited leave of ab
sence during the remainder of the ses

.sion to Hon. Mr . . Ryan and Hon. Mr. 
I-Iarve}r. 

QUESTIONS. 
HON. MR. ROBINSON asl{ed , . : the 

Hon. Leader of the Government • in 
this I-louse: 

1-The names of all the members 
of the Council of Higher Education· · 

' 

2-T-he nun1ber of meetings of the 
Council of Higher Education.. since 
March 151tl1, 1911, \Vith tl1e names of 
those present at eacl1 meeting; also 
the time at which such meetings open-

. ' 

ed and closed; 

3-The amount paid during the last 
fiscal year as cash prizes ·to sticcessful 
candidates in each of rthe four grades 
scholarships excepted; 

' ' 
4-\Vhat age limitations, if any, are 

' l 

placed on candidates for the various 
examinations conducted_ by the . C.H.E. 

5-vV11ether the examination :t>apers 
of candidates .are returned from Eng
Ja.nd after correction '; ·and, if so,, how . ~ 

they are disposed of; ·' 

6-\Vl1ether any . scl1ools in the city 
refuse to permit their pupils to take 
part in the Council of Higher Educa-· 
rtion e:xuminatioY.ts; if so, \Vhat schools, 
and ,,~11at, if a11y, are the · reasons as
signed for such refusal; 

7-Si11ce the introduction of . the 
•• J " '· 

Teachers' Pension Scheme of 1892, .. 
how many teachers have applied for 

' ' 

and · beer1 paid pensions out of that 
- t 

fund; and tl1e names of those teach-
. 

ers~ if any wl10 are at present pen
sioners of that fund,; 

Q ~-xT~ ; ~ o-vv 11CC118r any s11m has. been 
granted to teachers for passes i11 the 
exan1inations of the Council of Hig·h
er· Education; and, if so, for par~~cu-
1ars of its disbursement during '.,the 
last . two fis~al yea.rs; 

9:_To lay upon the table of tl1e 
House tl1e report of the Council of 
I-:Iigher Education for the · last year, 
rtogetl1er witl1 a detailed statement of 
i11come and expenditl1re. 

~~~ON. I\~ R. BiSHOP.-I11 reply to 
the ho11. member's first question, I 
beg to lay on the table a list of tl1e 
11ames of the Council . 

2-In reply to Question · 2, I beg to 
1ay 0 11 1th >- · , a,1,. l e · a 1. 1:--t ' r h t:.· , ·~ cL1ngs 

of the C.H.E. since March, 1911; · . 

• 
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. 3-· T11e amount paid during the last 
fiscal year as cash prizes was,

Primar:y~ Grado . . . . . .. No Prizes 
Preliminary G·rade ........ $85.00 
Intermediate Grade . . . . .. 112.00 
Associate Grade . . . . . . . . ... 105.00 

• 

,..rotal Cash Prizes . . . . . . . $302.00 
4-As to the age cf ca11didates, see 

Rule 1, Page 9, and Rule 4, Page 14, of 
Syllabus and Regulatio11s of C.H.E.; 

5-The exan1i11ation papers are not 
returned. They are left in the hands 
of the College of Preceptors, -vvho l{eep 
them till l\!Iarch of year follo\ving ex
·aminations, \Vhen they are destroyed; 

C-The Council has no information 
of st1ch reft1sal; 

7-Miss Anne Collins, }/Irs. Belinda 
Crocker and Mr. Christopher Curtis; 
. - 8-111 accordance \vith Section 14 of 
the Education A~it, 1903, the sum o>f 

-
. ~500 is paid as premiums to teachers. 
Tl1e disbursements during the last two 
fiscal years were: In 1910, $498.30 to 
253 tea .. chers; In 1911, 536.90 to 339 
teachers. The names of these teach
ers are in rthe Ledger at the C.I-I.E. 
office, where they can be had_. The 
.Council's supply ha~ run out. De-
tailed statement ·of Income and Ex
penditure is herewith appended. 
\iVEIGH'fS AND MEASURES, BILI •. 

. r;oN. MR. BISHOP.-In moving the 
.. • I. • .. 

second readi11g of the vVeights and 
' ~ ~ 

Measure_s and Inspection of Lumber 
Bill, I merely desire to say that the 
B111 as at present on the Statute Book 
has been found inadequate, the in
spection of Vieights and measures has 

- - • 

beco111e a very perfunctory martter and 
practically no real inspection has been 
undertaken for some tin1e past. The 
present Chief Inspector, however, is 
desirous of putting more life into the 
business and has suggested rto the Gov .. . . 
.ernment that something should be 
do11e towards amending the law: 
These cl1anges .are comprised in tl1e 
present Bill, which I consider to be a 

. . 

• .. 

of advantage to 9uyer and seller, so 
tl1at all may have c.onfid.enc·e in the 
weights and measures that are being 
use:d and have the necessa.ry p'r:otec
tion the.re·under. I b.eg to move the 
second ·readin:g of tl1e Bill. 

Tl1e Bill wa,s then read a secon·d 
tj1ne. 

HON. MR. BISHOP mo,ved tha,t the 
. 

Bill be sent to !a C·o1m1mittee of the 
\iVh·ole. House on to-mor:row. · 

On motion of: HON. MR. BISHO~P 

the House· then adjourne·d until Thurs
day next a.t 4.30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, ~1arch 21. 

The House met at 4.30 p.m., pursu
ant to adjournment. 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL. 

On moition of Hon. Mr. Bishop the 
House went into Committee on th.e 
\Veigl1ts and Tvieasures Bill, Hon. Mr . 
l\!cGrath in t11e ch3.,ir. 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-In tl1e last 
line of section 6, it is necessary to 
change the word "may" rto "shall.'" I 
move the alteration. 

HON. MR. ROBI NSON.-Is it com
l)Ulsory that they shall efface the 
marks? 

HON. MR. BiSHOP.-It woulci 
seem to me that if rthese weights or 
scales are so much wrong as to be in
capable of being adjusted, it certainly 
should follow that tl1e~Inspector should 
efface the n1arks to prevent them from 

• 

being used. 
HON. MR. ROBINSON.-If it ap

plies to that part of the section, it 
should also apply to tl1e preceding 
words, relating to measures. , 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-He would con
demn them for the time being until 

they had been corrected. 
HON. PRESIDENT.-! would like to 

ask . the Hon. gentleman in charge of 
the Bill if that is a ne'v section? I 
rather think it is. That is, if it differs 
from the old Act, as regards cond~mn-.. 

. . . 
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HON. MR. BlSHOP.-Yes, it is new. 
There is nothing in the old Act about 
condemnation. 

H Ol\J. IV1 R. BISHOP.-Regarding this 
Section, which is an important one, I 
propose to move an amendment by 
st:rilring out the words "weighing ma
chines" \v·herever they appear in ithe 
Section. I may say in exDlanation ot 
the section that the Chief Inspector 
has fou.nd on a number ofJ occasions 
that in1proper weights and measures 
l1a ve been used,and in. some· instances 

. at least the llser of the measl1res v1as 
tl1e n1anufacturer, and while the Chief 
Inspector clid not wish to impugn the 
motives of the person using these mea
sures, tl1 1ey were found considerably 
~hort of what it.hey shoulcl have been. 
The paragraph is copied from the Can
adjan Act, but I pointed out to the 
Inspector that there would be grea;t 
difficulty and hardship in enforcing it, 
and more th.an that, it would not be 
effective as regards the sale of weigh
ing machines, Fai·rbanks scales., large 
and small. As hon. members know, 
rthese come here boxed, and are sold 
as received. If they had to be in· 
spected here, they would have to be 
broken from the boxes and set up and 
afterwards unshipped and reboxed and 
it may be that when they arrive in 
the different outports they would be 
incorrect again. I propose to strike 
out the vvords "weighing machines" 
and let the section apply only to or
dinary measures and weights, half 
hundred, c1uarters, fourteens, &c. By 
rthis section the manufacturer would 
be a ware before selling to a customer 
that the measure must be inspected 
and the inspector would stamp the 
object to prevent improper measures 
going around the Island to places 
where t11ere is no inspection. I move 
the \·vords ''weighing machines". be 
struclr out. 

HON. l\1R. KNOWLING.-You 
could substitute ''scales.'' 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-"Machines" 

of c·ourse inc1udes e'scales." It will 
a1)ply rtl1en to weigl1ts and measures. 

HON. MR.. KNOWLING.-The 
weight and the scale are t\VO different 
things altogether. 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-It will not ap
ply to scales but to measures. Under 
tl1is section you musit not use the 
scales unless inspected, but you can 
call clov,rn tl1e Inspector and have it 
tested a11d stamped before it leaves 
yot1r \.varehouse. 

HON. fi.1 R. BISHOP.-It seems to 
me t11ari: t11e last part of Section 21 
might very well be stricken out, viz.: 
that returns be published in the 
daily papers. If this inspection is go-

ing to be all what it should be, and the 
Inspector is r;oing to examine all the 
'veigl1ts and measures used, it v,rill 
take a very large newspaper to pub· 
lish a complete list. There will be 
nothing to prevent the publication of 
s11ch a list, but to compel it seems to 
me unnecessary. There is no object 
to be served that I can see. The nevrs
paper man might lool{ upon it differ
ently, buit I cannot conceive any object 
in havin.g a list of several hund·red 
names published. Unless hon. mem .. 
bers tl1ink otherwise, I would move 
that the latter part of the section be 
stricken out. 

HON. MR. JOB.-I do not quite 
agree with the hon. gentleman. I 
thinlr \Ve must all admit that nothing 
could be more disgraceful than the 
circumstances disclosed in the report 
published some twelve months ago. I 
happened to read 'it last night on the 
recommendation of !Ion. l\1r. Robinson, 
and it is certainly very startling. The 
Inspector stated ---that a large percent .. 
age of the wights \Vere incorrect, and 
some of the utensils were years and 
years old. I think in many of the 
cases referred to in the Report rthe er· 
rors were unintentional, bt1t it is a 
very serious matter and for the pro
tection of the public, a rigid inspection 
sl1ot1ld be enforced. In my opinion it . 
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\"vould be a very good tl1ing for a. few 
jtears at any rate to have the list pub
lished, and if persons whose weights 
and measures \Vere wrong, thus had 
their negligence exposed, it would 
have the effect of malring all traders. 
more particular and rthe public would 
be protected. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON.-! entirely 
agree with Hon. Mr. Bishop. I do not 
see how anything can be gained by 
publishing these statements. If the 
inspection goe.s. on in every loc·aJity 
you would have an enormous number 
of reports sent in, and under this sec
tion all would 'have to be l)Ublished. 
Not only that, but there is question 
if it is quite fair. There will be sin
ners and they wil1 be punished by law; 
others will be sinning either through 
ignorance or accident; and they should 
not be pilloried in t11e press.. It seems 
to me that evary newspaper man 
would be only too glad to publish any 
fair report, but I fail to see tl1e neces-
sit~r of having the names -publiie.hed. 
Iit \"rould be a very unnecessary ·ex .. 
pense. 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-! was about 
to remark bef@re Hon. Mr. Robinson 
s.p·Ol\:e that what the Hon. Mr. Job has 
said i:s entirely corre·c:t as to the man· 
11er' in \vl1ich there. J1,as been a :pre. 
tended inspection heretofore. There 
was none, n.ot even .an attempt at one. 
The former Inspecto'r was ~atislfie·d to 
get in a very small amount annually 
on the plea ofi inspe:c.ting. I-Ie did 
go to the. larger place's in St. John's 
but ap.art from tha.t he did not attempt 
any inspection. Althoug·h. fe·es were col
lected, in many cruse.s the wei:ghts and 
measures were not examjned, but the 
Gove.rnment will not permit such a 
th.ing to continue, and a m.an has been 
appointe·d who is very enthusia.stic in 
his work, and it i.s to hi1s advantage 
to see that .all weights and measure.s 
used in hls territory a;re ex.amined an· 
nually, .an,d I have no ·dou.bt whatev-

er that he i.s going to do it, and im~ 
partially. Because the conditi·ons. he 
found when making the firist in~pec
tion were ·disgraceful is no ir·eason 
why the details .of' future inspection 

' 
should be published in the pre,ss. . As 
a genera.I thing,, thiose wl10 are using 
wei·ghts iand measures that are imper
fe.ct are ·doing so in ignorance., and 
we are .going to compel the·m now to 
put such weights and meas.ures in use 
until the.y receive the istamp of the 
Ins,pector. I think, there.fore, su,ch 
publication a.s proposed by this sec

tion would be· no protecti.on to the 
public. The protection is in thls 
Bill, and the conditions will be en· 
forced. I have no 01bject in pres .. 
sing that thi.s part of the paragiraph 
be stricken out,b.ut can se·e no sense, in 
it,and do not think it will be carried out. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING.-! think 
the gentleman who introduced this 
amendment is corr.ect. It w,ould be 
very difficult in establishments where 
there are a large number o:i em· 
ployees, etc., for the principal to 
keep in toucl1 with e\rery det a:il, and 
sometimes employee.s may use mea.s
ures which are 11n7it to lISe. If tl1e 
Inspector tho·ugl1t it wa.s dl1e to care· 
les.snes·s he should ·deal witl1 it a.s 
sucl1., but there woul·d be many 
cases where the use of imperibct 
meas.ures wa.s purely accidental, 
when even a, Court of Justice could 
not exact a fine. If the,se r.eturns 
are published vvithollt the evi-d~nce 

many would suffer wrongly and some 
who wished to ·do wha,t is right 
W'"ould .appear in this Ii.st in a very 
w1rong light. Iif the Inspector thought 
wrong measures were being us.ed in
tentionally he can have the off ender 
fined and have his name published. I 
don't wish to press the matter one 
way or anotl1er. 

'l"he Committee 1rose and reported 
I1a ving p,as,sed the Bill with ·some 

• 
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amendments, .and on motion of· Hon. 
Mr. McGr,ath, the re.port w.as receiv
ed. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved th1e 
Bill be read a third time on to.mor· 
row. 

On motion of Hon. M·r. Bishop, the 
House adjourned until to-morrow 
(Friday) at 4.30 o'clock. 

FRIDAY. l\1.arcl1 22. 
The Co11ncil met at 4.30 p.m., pur.su

ant to adjournment. 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES B,IL·L. 

On motion of Hon. lv1r. Btsl1op the 
vVelghts and Measures Bill was read 
a third time and orde:red to . be sient 
to the House of Assem.bly vvith a mes
sage that the Council 11ad passed the 
same with some amendments. 

HON. PRESIDENT rea.d a messag·e 
from the House of As.sembly that tl1ey 
had passed the Council's amendments 
to tl1e Tuberculosis B:ill without 
amendment. Als.o, th.at they had 
passed .a Bill :f.urtl1er to ame·nd the 
Education Act, 1903, and asked the 
Council's c·oncurrence. 

EDUCATION BILL. 
On motion o.f Hon. Mr. Bis:hop· the 

Bill was. read a first ti.n1e and o,r
dered to be read a second time to-
1norrow. 

On motion of Hon. M.r. Bisl1op the 
Hous,e adjourned till Monday next at 
4 p.1n. 

l\10NDAY, March 25. 
The Council met at 4.15 · p.m., pur:.. 

suant to adjournment. 
EDUCATION B 1ILL. 

HON. MR . . BISHOP-Mr. President, 

There is 
among all 

an ever growing feeling 
thoughtful persons that 

nothing is calculated to ·S10 certainly 
advance the best interests of tl1is Col
ony and impart to the rising gene,ra
tion sentin1ents of patriotism, of per~ 
sonal . responsibility, and pe:f'SOllal 
worth as -factors in the true advance~ 

ment of our country, as · more and 
broader e,ducation. 

The opinion is equally gene.ral 
that we c·annot expect to have sati1s,... 
factory s.chools unless we prepare and 
thoroug·hly equip teachers, and -that 
11aving pro-vided a good course of 
tra.ining and sent them out to occupy 
the school:s and impart to the boys 
and girls of this land what tl1ey have 
themselves acquired, there. must be 
induce1nent o·ther than wl1at a.t pres-

- • > ~ .. 

ent exists. LS good teachers are to be 
l~ept in the 1)rofession. 

Having recognized the importance 
of hav·ing some little prov,ision made 
f·or tl1e time when tl1ey sl1all become 
unfit for .furtl1er efficient se:rvice, tl1p 
tea.cl1ers arranged so·me, yea,rs a.go 
for a small annuity of $100 pe:~--

year to be provided from a pension 
fun.d raised by a certain num.ber of 
annual subscrip,tions o r premiums 
then1selves, supple,me11ted by a small 
annual g·rant n1ade ·by -the Govern
ment. 

The prospect of receiving afte,r at-
. . . 

taining the age of 60 ye.ars a .11 annuity 
0:1 $100, mainly provfded by thei.r 

I 

o~~rn annual ·contributions, has not 
afforded inuc11 'induce111ent to teache·rs 
to remain in tl1e profession wheneve·r 
any better paying· emplo3rment 11as 
pre.sented itself, and therefore very 
few teachers 1remai11 Jn it more tha.n' 
a few years. And un.i!ortunately, not 
a few of tl1e male teachers, seeing 
such poor prospe·cts a.hea.d, not .a.lone 

. . ' 

give up tl1e profession, but leave tl1e 
country, a.nd thei:r valua1ble services 

' \... . 

are lost to their native la11d, and it is 

to be deplored. The increases in tl1e 
. . 

votes for education ma.de by the late 
ancl previous Governments evidenced 
an appreciation ofi tl1e necessity for 
extend.ing and improving our ,scl1ool 
s}rstem. an·d I an1 s11re Mr. · P r esident, 
it nlust l)e recogniz<:.~d,tl1at tl1e p.resent 
Governmerit by the very larg·e .grants 

• 

• 

I 
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made d. uring tl1e· past two years, and 
what is provided fo-: .in this year's 
estimates, are fully aliv~e to the fact 
tl1at in fa~thfully a.dministering i'or 
tl1e public good, the revenues of the 
Colony, the gra11ts for educational 
purposes1 sl1ould be as liberal a.s we 
can possibly afford, and that the 
funds should be applied in tl1e man
ner promising tl1e best and most per
manent results. 

Realizing then tl1at tl1e retention of 
good teachers is qu-ite as impo.rtant as 
increasing the number of schools, -or 
the paying of better salaries to the 

teachers, the rec1 uest of the Teache.rs' 
Association to be recognized a.s public 
servants., and provision made for them 
so that v·vhen tl1ey have given 30 
years of service or 11a ve reacl1ed the 
ag·e o~ 60 )rears, tl1ey may claim a 
rea.sonable retiring allo\vance, 11as 
commanded the attention of the Go\'
ernment for a consicle.rable ti.me. 

While entirely sympathetic, t11e 
·Government did not, without a great 
deal of deliberation and consultation, 
decide to accel.le to the prayer of the 
petition of the Teachers' Association, 
but that a :!avourable conclusion was 
reac11ed is, of cour.se, clearly indi· 
cated by tl1e Bill now before us. 

The Gover111nent proposes to take 
over the .present "Teacl1ers' Pension 
Fund," amou11ting to at present sortl& 
thing over $62,000 and to pa.y in future 

55 years, tl1e income fro1n tl1e pres
ent ,f·und will meet all claim .. s up to 
1925; as however, the age limit 
under the Bill is raised to or set at 
"0 years, the inc·ome of tl1e p.resent 
fund will probably requ-ire no ·addi
tional augmentation be·fore 1930. 

It will be apparent that quite a .. 
large percentage of teacl1ers will 
never become claimants for the max'i
mum pension, and provisiov. ls made 
that proportionate pension shall be 
paid a.fter 15 years of service, a11d 
permission g·iven to all contributors to 
withdraw their pa,id up premiums 
\vitl1 3 per c·ent, compound interest, 
afte.r 5 annual premiums have been 
paid. 

After ·a contributor ha.s paid 15 
premtums and becomes incapacitate·d 
11e has the optio·n of an annuity dur
ing the remainder of his lifetime, or 
o: withd.rawing the amount of his 
co11tributions with 3 per cent. com
pound interest, vvhich would, of course 
release tl1e Government from 1:1ny f11r
ther claim. 

It will be noticed tl1a.t the ann .·.1al 
premiums are determined by tl1e ag~ 
of the teacher, a11d a:e not influenced 
by tl1e salary recei\red, but it n1ust be 
borne in mind that tl1e premiums ta 
be exacted are only tl1ose now beii1g 
co11tribute·d towards an annuity of 

$100, and tl1e same system o~ contri
bution is to be observed first, be-

to tl1e contributor to the F·und after" cause it is so requested by tl1e tea.c11 .. 
30 years teacl1ing·, and 30 annual pre
n1i u1ns, an annual pension equalling 
two-tl1irds of l1is annual salary 
during tl1e last ten yea.rs of service. 
At first sig·ht it may appear tl1at witl1 
an already larg·e and .increa,siing num
lJer o~ teacl1ers tl1e· claims a r ising 
u11der tl1is Bill 'vill soo11 assume seri
ous proportio11s,but tl1is fear is easily 

, . dispelled, for by an examination of 
the enti.re list of teacl1ers it will be 
sl10,vn tl1at takjng· tl1e ag·e limit at 

ers themselves a.nd more particularly 
as an additional i11centive to tl1e 
teachers to ren1ain ii1 the profession 
and ·desire the greater benefit. 

This pension scheme 11a.s received 
son1e critici,sn1, as was to be 'expected, 
but an impartial examination of its 
provisions by 11on. members here will 
I 11ope, be found to inerit and receive 
tl1e unanin1ous e11clorsation o~ tl1is 
House. 

Tl1e House will, I feel st1re, ·be 
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\rery pleased to learn that the Govern
ment finds it possible in the esti
mates for the coming year, to provide 
$20,000 additional annual grant for 
ordinary education purposes, $7,000 
additional for spar,sely settled places, 
and $2,500 for the C.H.E. 

It is very gratifying to the GoT~·f:.111-

ment to find that tl1e grant of $100,-
000, made two years a.go for provid-
ing better school buildi11gs, 111s ~net 

with uni ve:rsal approval, anti has 
stimulate·d the people to erect ;1nd 
equip all aroun.d this i1sland by tl1e a.s
sistanc.e of tl1at .grant larger build
ings, more s.anitary and in every '" 11 

more 1suitable than they could possibly 
procure without 8.uch aid. 

The changes effected are ·very .. 
marked, .a larger number of very fine 
school buildings ·have been ereetec~, 
and many others re1modelle·d an l i ·-ri-

proved and equipped 
keeping with the ti1nes. 

I shall not OCCllPY the att0n tio .l r}f 

the House further at present, 1is I an

ticipate tl1e ·interest of the 11on. r1:e1n
bers ·Will be maniife.sted by ~t ~;c11eral 

clesire to address. the House UfJC>n t11is 
very important subject. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON.-I am sure 
we have all listened to the Hon. 'Ir. 
Bishop's brief and inte:estir1g ex
planation of the Bill with cons.ider-
able pleasure, and are· :tt one \Vi tl1 
him in l1is exp:r essioJ1 that it is desir
able, as well .as a neces.sity, to iirop
erly prepare and ec1uip teachecs for 
tl1e important worlc they are eng·ag0tl 
in. The Bill whicl1 we have now lje

fore us is the nint11 Bill amending 
tl1e Act of 1903. E,rery year since 
t11en, with one exception, an amend
ment 11as been introduced, so tl1a.t ·to
day education legislation is more or 
less of a mystery and ha.s adde·d a 
terror to the lives of officials and 
public m.en. We ha v.e, howe·ver, the 
as-surance of tl1e Minister of Jt1stice 

tl1at c.onsolidation '''ill shortly be 
commenced, and are duly thankful. 

The Bill before us -mainly deals 
with the question of1 a pension 
scheme for te.ac.hers, a scheme 
which m.igl1t more properly 1be spol\:e~ 

of as a State aided annuity sc.heme. 
rrhe Government are to be congratu
lated on tl1e courageous manner in 
which they have taken up the q ues
tion, one which is admittedly some
what unpopular. The. teacl1ers them
selves also deserve praise fo,r the 
broad and fair manner in w hicl1 they 
have considered the whole subject. 
If '\Ve read tl1e p·etition whicl1 they 
!)resented to tl1e ·Go\re.:nment, which 
l1as been, I believe, placed in the 
11ancls o!!i all members, we cannot but 
be struck "\ivith t11e ma.nner in whicl1 
the.y have presented tl1eir claims, 
a11d the absolute fairnes.s wl1ich they 
have ·displayed throughout. The.re is 
a sligl1t ·dfffere11ce between the Bill 
which novr comes to th'is, I-louse, and 

, 

tl1e petition of the. teachers, and that 
is the a .g·e limit, v1l1ich has been 
cl1anged from 55 to 60. After all 
tl1at is only a nominal change. Tl1e 
Bill has a special provision which 
enables teacl1ers. to obtain a pension 
at 60, if not pl1ysically f1t for their 
~·ork. It seems to me tl1at 55 migl1 t 

just as 'vell 11ave been retained, be:
cause our teacl1ers enter the profes
sion .any age between 18 and 20, and 
someti1nes younger than tha.t, and 
the teache~, male or female, ·does 
not exist who can possi·bly stand tl1e 
strai11 more than thirty years. Any 
who can do so, tliat is who (~an 

111ain tai11 tl1e force, intellectual ·y igor 
and power of control tl1at ar·e tt;_,so:.. 
l utely e.ssential, v-:vuld be s u1Jer
l1 un1an, more worthy of canonization 
tl1an pensions. Ll\_s tl1e Premier J.lOl11t

ed ot1t iil the othe1~ House, one teache :
is actually over 80, a.nother 68, and 
son1e over GO. No teacher ·can pos-
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sibly do 11is dut:y a11d be c,ffi~ient 

afte·r thirty year;s · of continuo11s ·~'.e :- 

vice. The 'vear and tea1~ and str tin 
of a teacher's life is so great tl1at 
afte:r thirty- years rest is absolutely 
essential, as mucl1 in tl1e interest of 
tl1e scholars .as of the teacl1ers Ll1em
selves. 

In the fourth section of the J3i]l 

before us, we are told that tl1is pen· 
sion is being g·ranted on the basis of 
two thirds. o-:D the average an.n ual 
salary, iexclusive of fees of every kind 
received by teacl1er1s. Tl1is sug,gests 
n1any difficulties. What are perqui
sites? Are not the fees legitimately 
part of a salary? Is the augmentation 
g·ran:t salary or perquisiite? And when 
tl1e pension or annuity i1s granted it 
must be, as ·every otl1er educational 
act, subject to the app.roval of: the 
!)roper superintendent. It is curious. 
how succes,sive governments abrogate 
their powers and .responsibilities when 
educationa1 matters .are at issue. In
de~d it a.ppea:rs to be impossible for 
anything· to be ·done 011 educational 
lines, except subject to the appJ"oval of 
the Superintendents. I rega.rd sub-seer 
tion 4 as a very vague .section, and 
one that presents a vast a.mount of dif
ficulty to the working· out of this 
scl1eme: _ It would have been very 
m ucl1 better if tl1e teac.he:r·s 11ad ·been 
given tl1e rig·l1t to their pension a11d 

not been accorded ·it as a privileg·e, 
for under this section it becon1es a 

privileg·e and not a rigl1t. As I view 
it, Sir, in 011r whole educational 
scl1eme, we are maki11g a radical blun
der in connection '\Vitl1 salaries, a.nd 
under this Bill \Ve are perpetuati11g· it 
in connection vvi th pensions. I think 

' 
Sir, tl1at tl1e salaries of teacl1ers in 
N e1.vfoundland sl1ould be standar·dized; 
tl1at is to saJ·, tl1ey s.11ould not 011ly be 
paid accordin,g· to tl1eir g·rades (a11d 

therefore tl1eir ability a11d t11e ser-
.\~ic·es wl1icl1 tl1e:y· are able to g'ive), 

but also according to tl1e le11gtl1 of 
time tl1at they ren1.ain in the profes
sion. In other words, in we arra.nge 
a certain mtnimum scale of salary in 
tl1e various grades and then .give an 
annual increase for every year spent 
in the .service we should soon find 

' 

tl1at tl1e teacl1ers, having something to 
look forward to would remain in the 
.Pro,:ession; and then if there wrus. a 
stanclardized pension they would know 
exactly where tl1ey were. I don't want 
to cri tic1ize this sc·he.me a.t all unduly 
-I ain glad to believe that there 
may be son1e improvement in it late:r 
on-but, Sir, if teacher,s are to b·e 
pensioned on the basis of the aver-.. 
age salary which they recetve during 
the last ten years of service, it may 
I fear, p·rove a very c·onsiderable hard
ship to man)''. To expla.in. As I 
lia.ve said, a teacher cannot ·do ··his 
v.rork as efficiently a.nd thoroughly 

. a.fte.r 50 years of age as he can do 
it before,ancl under the Act lie is not 
sup1)osed to get his pens.ion until 60. 
Now, Sir, we all know tl1at elderly 
people are often shelved, and during 
the last ten years of active- work a 
man n1ay, very probably, not be re
ceiving· a.s great a saia·ry as 11e was 
during the first ten, or at any rate 
tl1e second or tl1e tl1ird, and yet 
under this Act 11e is to be pensioned 
. 
at the ave·rage annual fig·ure tl1at he 

• 
l1as received ·during the last ten years 
o,f.\ 11is work. I tl1ink it m.ay work 
'injustice, Sir; it may not be ve.ry 
grave to the teacher.s, but there are 
other interests at stake. I sa.y it may 
not work out harn1fully to tl1em, be
cat1se our local boards, rather tl1a.n see 
a teacl1er torfeit any a.dvantag.es that 
may attach to ren1a.inin;g in 11is po.si
tion, will very often keep 11in1 on 

wl1e11 he is really unfit 1)or \.vork, tl1e 

result, of cours-e, bei11g· 

cl1ildren ,suffer i11stead of 
cl ual. It would therefore 

tl1at 

tl1e 
be 

the 

i11divi-
.. Y·e~·y 
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much better if a standardized pension 
h.ad be·en agreed upon, so that every 
teacher when he enter·ed · tl1e pro.f'e·S
sion 'vould know exactly wha.t per1 
sion would be coming to him when 
he reached the age of 60 or 55, as the 
case might be; and, as I said before, 
he .should get it not as a privilege 
but as 2. right. 

Section 6 of the. Act points out tllilt 
any teac,her who shall bec·ome c1isa,b
led or incapacitated after fi~te·e·n years 
of service arid who sh.all have o \..>ta.in
ed a certificate of suc·h disabtlity or 
incapacity .signed by a medical prric
titioner, the Chairman oa the prope1~ 

Board o.f Education, and the proper 
Sup~rintendent of Educ·ation, snall be 

entitled to· receive,1du.r·ing the re,main
der of the life of such teacher, a pen
sion equal to one-half of tl1e pens1on 
provided by sub~section 4, and so on 
in the same proportion d :.1rt11g s t1c
ceeding year.s. It seems to 1n,~, Sir, 
that the·re is a surplus amount of red 
tape in that section also, an,l t11at tl1e 
same difficulty may intrude 1,r-li .. ~rt.~ as 
in the main pension section, to· ,v111_cl1 
I ha.ve referred. 

'rhe old .scheme ha.s not t•2e i <1 
s11ccess. We are told that lt 11a,E 

been in forc·e i1ow for twen ~.\' }ye~1' s, 
but I cannot quite reconcile· so111e c) f 

the statements that have bee11 inatle. 
In answer to the questio·ns: wl1ich I 
have asked I was given to llnde· ~ta11!l 
(the answer to question 7 was not 
given here, but I found amon.gst the 
papers a reply from the Colonial Sec
retary) tl1at three teacl1ers have l)e<::11 

pensioned under the: old schen1 ~ ' 'but 
as the names of these teachers ,~~ye :·e 

given by the· Premier when .introrluc
ing these Resolutions, a,s, i1ot J1a 1i11g 
availed of the present sy1sten1 of pen .. 
sion, it is evident tl1at i f these pe.n
.sions have. really been claimed under 
the old scheme tl1ey must have· been 
claimed very r·ecently, and it would 

have bee11 better to 11ave waited until 
the newer and more beneficial scheme 
went into operation. The teachers, as 
I have said, are greatly helping this 
scheme. They are practically 11and
ing over $60,GOO of their funds to
wards it, and some protests. have been 
raised on that account. Personally, I 
should prefer that the tea.c·hers should 
be placed on the same. basis as c.ivil 
servants, who pay nothing whatever 
into any p·ension fund, but who get 
their pensions as a matter 0,:1 rigl1t, 
of justice, and of course-. On tl1e 
.other hand, no teacher can claim that 
the slightest injury is be:ing done him 
or the .slightest h.ardship entailed up-
011 him. It must not be forgotten 
that this. pension s.cl1eme is retro-ae>
tive. It ·has. been said, Sir, by one 
gentleman dis.cus.sing this Bil, that 
the teachers have asked for bread and 
they have been g.iven a stone; anoth
er l1as said that thy have ask·ed for 
bread and they have be2n given the 
bread with bt1tter on it; I think that 
the second staten1ent is decidedly ,tl1e 
more cor.rect, but am ready to admit 
to some ·doubt as to the quality of the 
flour whic·h ha.s been placed in t1'.at 
bread. There might be some mpdifi .. 
cations in the Bill which would very 
mater.ially_ imp·rove it, but I am not 
11op·e1ess of that being done because I 
observe tha.t the Premier, in .speaking 
in tl1e L.ower I-louse upon this subject, 
said: "It is not clairr1ed fo·r the pres
ent sc11en1e tl1at it is at all perfect, 
and it may be nece:ssary to make some 
furtl1er amendments next year to pro
vide for a revision and readjustment 
every five years, so that the country 
and the !-iegislature may intelligently 
understand what our obligations are.H 
If he had only. added to that "so that 
tl1e teacl1ers and the people .generally 
m.igl1t intelligently under1stand just 
wl1ere they were g·oing to be," I thinlr 

it would add materially to the benefit 
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of tlie Act,' because, as I 11ave said, in 
'its present f 1or1n 'it is a little bit vague. 

Section 2 of the1 Act says: ",The 
an1ount now standing ,at' tl1e credit 
of the Teachers' Pension Fund, · es
tablished under section 68 of tl1e Ed
ucation Act, 1903, sl1all be paiid into 
the T,reasury for tl1e use of the Col
ony." · I 11ave already spoken about 
that1 but just one otl1er point. Some 
·cri ticisrn 11as been l1eard-perha.ps 
i1ot altogether unjusti,f•iable~that 

this amou11t is to be absorbed into 
the general Treasury account. I think 
11owever, there is no suc,h intention, 
because I observe tl1at the Minister 
of Justice, .speakiing on this matter, 

. said that tl1e, present pension fund 
would not be lost to the general :rev
enue of the ·country, but .vvould go 

to tl1e credit of a Pension Fund .._!\.c
'count, to wl1icl1 would be added all 
coritributions and 
wou.ld. b1e. cl1arged 

a,g·ainst \Vl1ich 
all witl1dra wal,s, 

tl1e money, of cour·se, being· used in 
tl1e best interests o.~. the Colon)... In 
otl1e,r .-wor,ds, we ha,re an official pro-
11ouncement fr0m a · nrominent n1em-

~ 

ber of the Government to the effect 
· that although powers are taken under 
this section 2 to put the whole 
amount 'into . the treaisury · of tl1e col
ony,yet that it is to· be a Trust account. 

Under sections five and six, after 
the 1st July tl1e · teacl1ers' sala-
ries will be paid n1ontl1ly, and the 
aug·mentation grants quarterly. Tl1at 
is a ,rery desirable move ,i11 the inter
ests of tl1e teac11ers. It 11as been a 
very serious hardship; to the teachers 
of · this Colony tl1at tl1eir Galaries 
sl1ould ha,re been pa,id qt1arterly 
in the past. Everyone knows how 
small the salaries are a.nd hovv l1ig'l1 
tl1e cost of living is, a:h.d if every-
tl1ing 11a1s to· be boug11t on credit 
tl1e ·expense . of , l~iving i11u,st necessar
ily be increased. By being pa.id 

ino11tl1ly tl1ey are pla.c·ed on a . inore 

satisfactory footing·; and they will be 
able to take advantag·e ·of all dis.
counts that are given for cash pr~1ces. 

T11a.t, thou.gh a small matter, is one 
that will p.rove distinctly beneficial 
to the teac,heirs. By Se:ction 8 we 
are told that a furtl1er sum of .$20,000 
is to be proportionately divided 
amongst the various religious deno:m-:
inations of tl1e Colony. As . long as 
tl1e present system o,£ sub-division ex~ 
ists-and .so far as. I ca.n see it will 
exist until we are fortunate enough 
to get so many sects in th.e Colony 
that it wi.11 be impossible to keep it 
up--we must rejoice that this sum 
11as been added. Tl1i,s vote ha.s done 
great good in tl1e pa.st and will in 

the ft1ture. 

"'I'he next sec.ti.on, 9, puts the sum 
of $14,000 wl1ere $7,000 wa,s ·be
fore. That section I sl1all read, be~ 
cause I tl1ink tl1at it iis one o:i tl1e 
moist satisfactory in tl1e whole Act: 
"In addition to the amounts already 

' prov-ided under the Education Act, 
1908, and the Acts i11 a,mendm,ent 
' 

hereof, the sum of $14,000 ·shall 
be annually ,appropriated and ap·po.r·
tioned amongst tl1e several ;religious 
denominations .of this Colony, to be 
expendecl on the recommendation of 
tl1e Superintendents O·f Edu.cation ~n 

·such ma,nner and under sucl1 rules and 
reg·t1la.tions as. the Governor in Coun
cil shall determine, fo1 .. the purpose of 
providin.g ne\v schools in settlements 
wl1ere hitl1erto no schools have be·en 
established, and of p,rovidin,g means 
of keeping· the schools open during 
tl1e full Jrear in sucl1 places, wl1ere 
11itl1erto scl1ools 11ave been kept op
en Dot . sl1orter periods." It is grati
fying·,, Sir, tl1at 've have g·ot another 
$7,000 for tl1at purpose; bt1t I am 
co11vi11ced tl1at we have not been 
g·etting· tl1e full benefit fro1n tl1e ex
penditure under this ·section that 
we· should be · getti11g. A section waE? 

• 
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passed several yea.rs a.go making it 
possible . for an1algamated schools in 
plac_es where there wa.s no· denomin
ation stron,g enough to maintain a 
school of its own. That s,ection h,as 
b·ecome p1ractically a dea,d letter, and 
've see the old, old trouble of small 
settlements w'itl1 two or th·ree s.chools. 
As lon,g as. that condition exists tl1e 
mon,ey must be more or less wasted. 
Ho,vever,, we have got another 
$7,000 .and we must hope for the be.st. 
My. main objectio·n to· thi,s, Bill is 
its endorsement of ; __ i1e prevailing 
method·s of the Council of Higher 
Education. This bo·dy h.as been in 
existence for s.ome twenty y.ears. 
Its worl{ at first, I consider, Sir, had 
the effect of gireatly ,stimulating ed
uc,ati·on in this c.ountry, but latterly, 

am afra.id, lt has not properly f',sti
mated the ,r·eas.on 'for · its existence, 
'vhich is, 'to promote ,sound educati.on.' 
The chie~ objection wl1ich I . ~ave to 
the Bill, then, is to S·ection 10, 
which ,calls for an inareased g1·ar1t 

to the Council of IIi.gher· Educ':lticn; 
and, ·in a n1ino,r degree, to Se.ction 
7, I am aware that thi.s is a money 
bill .and that the choice lies between 
accep.tance and rejection. As I an1 
not prepared to do anything 1 i1 ·:tt 
might in any pos,s'ible wa.y prove det
rimental to the interests of educa
~ion, and amendJments to the Bill 2re 
beyond our power·s, I must accept it 
in its entirety, but if I were in a 
position to do so I would certainly 
introduce amendments to Sections 7 
and 10. The Premier, speaking on 
this subject, ·says: "I rum not alto
gether unmindful of the fact tl1at 
tl1ere are many well-des.erving per
sons in the country who afre not al
to.gether in favour of the p·re·sent list 
of st11dies, that is, tl1e curriculu1n 0 1r 
syllabus taught . in our .scl1ools. As 
I have aliready said, that is a matte1r 
e11ti1'"ely in tl1e 11a11ds of ·t11e Council 

of Higher Education, wl10 are tl1e 
present judges oif the subject. These 
men ·devote a great deal of time to 
tl1e work :and they do it entirely 
free.. It "\Vill . be· noticed that the 
Council consists not only of clergy
me11, but als.o educatio11alists, 11eads 
of colleges, school .superintendents 
and inspectors; and if, in their ser-
ious solemn opinion, knowing as 
they ·do, or ought to, the . require
ments of . the people, the system we 
are p·urs.uing is the best, it would be 
indeed difficult for a layman to im· 
prove upon it." 

It m"ay be very impudent on the 
part of a layma.n to make any sug-
gestions on this matter, but as . I 
have ha.d fifteen years, a.ctive exper
ienc.e in educational work, and kno.w
so1mething of tl1e require·ments, not 
only o.: tl1e city 'but also of the out .. 
ports, I shall presume to1 venture 
into waters which, I admit, are deep, 
and face winds whicl1, I admit, .are 
stormy. My objections to the Coun
cil of Higher Education rure in no 
sense to the individual ·members of it. 
Tl1ey are based upon tl1e fact, or 
what I re·gard . as the rfact, that . its 
composition is not repiresentative, 
and tl1at the work that it is· doing 
i.s not to the benefit of the cl1ildren 
of tl1is c.ountry. I says its composi-
tion is. not re.presenta.tive. There 
a)re· at pres,ent on the Council, in
cluding its. Secretaty, 27 meJ.m.bers. 
Of the 27, 11 a.re ex-offdcio men1 .. 
bers, leaving 16, which .apparently 
gives .a majority to the non-official 
:members; but when we come to ana
}j:rs.is \Ve find that · 7 of tl1e · 27 31r1e 
paid Government 6fficials-educa
tio11al officials; that ni11e are directly 
con11ected witl1 city colleges; tl1at 
.a11otl1e1ri nine are c:ity residents, m.ost 
of whom are conne,cted, directly or 
indire,ctly, witl1 ·City schools or col
leges; and there are only· two Ol1tport 

• 
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representatives, both clergymen. Out 
of the 27 on tl1is Council, we have on
ly two 1men who c,an ·be said in any 
way to represent the outports except, 
of .course, the insp·ector.s, wl10 have 
a very intimate knowledge of every
thing that is going on in e1d uca.tional 
matters th(Toughout th-e Island. As a 
matter o,f' fact, .at least 13 of the -me.m
ber·s of the present Council of Higher 
Education ha,re practic·a1ly no kno·w~ 

Ie·dge of outport "educational interests. 
I asked a numbe1r of questions not 

very long .ago, and I am grate:ful to 
tl1e Council an·d its Secretary for 
the ao1mplete and willin,g answers 
that were given. I 11.ave taken 
these answers and analysed them. 
One of tl1e questions whic·h I asked 
was in \relation to the number of 
ineetin-gs 11eld by the Counc11 s.ince 
l\!Iarch 15th, 1911, 'vith the na1mes ·of 
those pre.sent at ea,ch meeting; also 
the times at whi1ch such meetings op
ened and closed. In some re·spects 
I 11a ve been [urnished with a ·fuller 
answer than I e,xpected-I did not 
ask tl1e number of committe;e q:neet-

" ing·s; and I have not be1en furnishe-d 
with the names of those present at 
the various meetin.gs, but that is a 
matter of very s;mall moment. From 
t11e fig·l1res that have been given me 
I notice that within the year, in 
cl udin,g t'\vo m1eeitin.gs extra-one· b& 
fore and one after- tl1e year I have 
1nen:tioned-there 'vere forty meetings 
of all kinds, a:nd the aver.a,ge atten·d
ance was, ten. That a v1e1~age wo·uld 
scarcely . be fair:, because the com
mittee meetings would consist of a 
sm.allei: numb1er tl1an the w.hole; but 
taking the i1ine monthly mee,tings that 
were held, the average attendance 
was under ii. Now, there are 11 ex 
offi.c,io mem.b·ers, compose·d of' the· Sec~ 
retary, the six ,supeirintendents and 
the four head mas,ters of the col-
leges. · ... t\.s a m,a,jo.rity of 11 is 7, we 

find that tl1e_ 7 officials of the Council 
really have c:ontrol. As a matter of 
fact, Si,r, out of the 40 meeitings,there 
wa1s· only one· at whicl1 17 m·e1m1bers 
out of the, 27 w.ere. present. It is not 
a Council of Higher Education at all, 
'Mr. President, it is. really a commit
tee consistin.g of the su:re~intendents 

and the head 1m.a.ste1:·s who c·ontrol . i~ 

the.y do not actu.ally perf.orm, all the 
work. I 11a.ve been furnis11ed with 
a list of the va,rious com.mittees, 
'\Vhicl1 I will rea,d. Th,e Supervisors' 
Committee co·nsists of Rev. D.IT'. Cur· 
tis, Mr. Burke·, Mr:. Blackall, l\'.Ir. 
Ha.nrahan, with Assistants L'Jd1ge 
and Thompson-six offici.al mem.· 
bers; tl1e Syllabus C1ommittee con-
sists of the whole. Coun-cil sinc·e De
cember of last year, but tl1e1 s.tan·d· 
in1g Syllabus Com.mittee is, composed 
of the fotlJr' superinte·ndents, two as
sistant superintendents, four head 
masters and Rev. Bro. Penderga,st, 
of St. Bonaventure's; the Financ.e 
and .t\. udi t Co·m.mi ttee c.onsis.ts. of two 
of tl1e s.up.erintendents, '\Vitl1 Rev 
C.anon Bolt and Dir. Lloyd, the 
Rhode1s' Scholarship, c ·o.m:mittee con
sists of the .supe.rintendents and the 
head masters. In other words, the 
'\Vhole committee work of the· Coun
cil of Higher Education is done by 
of:1icial members, with the exception 
tha.t Canon Bolt and Dr. Lloyd are 
allowed to au·dit, and Rev. Bro. 
P.ren.dergast is ad·ded to the ten 
official members of the Syllabus Com
mittee. This, Mr. President, wa.s not 
tl1e orig·inal intention of the Ac·t. This 
Act \Vas the WC(~~·k o~· tl1e· late: Rev. 
Bro. Slattery, Principal Blackall an·d 
tl1e late Mr. H·ollow.ay, three educa
tionalists of whom it is ~m1poss,ible to 
speak too highly. They intr·oduoed thi.s 
.4-ct and tl1e work that was done d ur
ing the fi1rst few years unquestiona.bly 
.stimulated education very greatly; 

-but it is very evident that the Coull· 
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cil itself no longer c.aTriss1 out tl1e i.n
te'ntions o~· its promoters. Section 84 
of the Act of 1896 1r-eads tl1us: "Se·ven 
men1bers of the Council, of wl1oni 
four sl1all be nominated members, 
present at any 1m.eeting shall be a quo
rum for the . transaction of business." 
The object of that section was e,vi
den tly to give t11e nominated me:m,
bers the control in every ineeting 
tl1at was held. Seven were to fortm, a 
c1uorum a,nd four a.t least were to be 
nom.inated m·e)mbe:rs. In 1·903 this 
\"\r.as. a.mended s,o that se·ven ,m1embers 
of the Counc'il, nominated o,t not, 
should form a quorum,, and the result 
is that it makes very little ·difference 
\vhetl1er nominated m,em.bers are Plres
ent at meeting·s or not. The seven 
mem.b·ers who are Government educa
tional officials can form a quOjrum and 
carry on the work. 

One ma.in reason why tl1e Council 
of I-Ilg·her Education .. has. not attain
ed tl1at de.gree of popularity whicl1 
it clatm1s to 11ave, but wl1icl1 it cer-
ta.inly has i1ot, is tl1e total a'roid
a11ce, so far as I a .m a wa.re, of Sec
tion 85 of t11e Act, which provides 
t11at "An annual report of the pro
ceedin.gs of the Council, together 
with a statement of its accounts: 
sl1all e\rery year be laid upon the 
table of botl1 bra.nches of tl1e Leg
isla.ture witl1in one montl1 frojn the 
opening theteo:." Tl1is is my fourtl1 
session in this House, bl1t I 11ave 
i1ever seen a11y such statement. All 
that We e'rer do see is tl1e annual 
publication of a long list of passes, 
to which I shall refer in a m·oment 
or two. . Tl1e ansvvers to tl1e ques
tions asked in this Cl1a!ln1ber a few 
days ag·o contain the only informa
tion ever presented wl1icl1 even in a 
remote degree may be reg·arded as 
an interpretation of Section 85. 

'"fo section . 7 of the n.ew Act I ob-
j~ct. It . p1r·ovides that the p·r'es.ent 

i1u1nber of i11elln.bers shall be increas
ed to · t11irty. My objection is. not so 
n1 ucl1 to the increase in the Council 
althoug·h I would rather ·see it de .. 
creased, and made in1ore· repres.enta
ti ve and more efficient. It is true tl1at 
tl1e increase is made· at the request 
of tl1e Ne-vvf'oundland Tea.cl1ers. As~ 

sociation. But is is also true tha.t 
tl1ere is notl1ing a.ttacl1ed to the sec
tion to make it possible to· carry out 
tl1e wishe·s of the teachers to 11a ve 
the a1)pointments made fro;m their 
own ranks. Now what is going to 
come out of that? \Ve ha:ve had too 
many O·bject lessons in tl1e past to 
have reasona.ble doubt as to tl1e reply. 
Nioreover the Superintendents' re1c.om·-
1n·endations will_ be c·arried : out, and 
if tl1e Counctl are to 11ave tl1e au
thority to fill up these vacanc,ies, it is 
only natural, and I am not bla1m1in.g 
them for tl1at, they will want to ap
point tl1ose who 'vill back the·m up 
in tl1e policy which they believe to 
be the· rigl1t one. The idea of: the 
Teachers' Petition was that they 
might be represented. Th_e s.e·ction 
as presented here . gives them no re
.presentation. It is still in the hands. 
of the· ·Governor in Cou11cil, and no 
matter wl1at g·entleman oc·cupies the 
Pre1mJer's chair, or who compose tl1e 
Executive Council, educational mat
ters are . always left i11 tl1e hands of 
tl1e Superintendents or the Council of 
Highe1r Educatio11, which they control; 
No\v, Sir, v-ve ·do want to see teachers 
on tl1at Council, and a considerably 
larger outport representation. This is 
of: the fir·st importance. The ·position 
in outports cannot be properly und.er
stood 11ere in St. J ol1n's. I am 
a.fraid no in1provem1ent will res.ult 
from the propo·sed increase under this 
.section. 

B.ut, Sir, my main obje.c.tion to . the 
present position in the Council is, of 
cours.e, the . exarmina.tion system. 
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Tl1at system, a,s carried out at the 
present day, does more injury, I be
lieve, to the children of N e·wf ound
land, to their health and to the value 
of .education, tl1an any system. that 
is in vo.gue or could possibly be in 
vogue in this, or any other coun-
try. ·The Premier· has said: 

"We must educate our children in 
the true s.ense o.f tl1e word-that i's, 
attend to the proper develop·ment 
and training of the fac·ulties1, physi
cal, moral and in telle·ctual. Too 
mu~h study and insufficient physical 
·exercise will turn out cripples. Our 
miotto ·s.hould be "A sound mind in a 
.sound body." 

And with every word of that I con
cur. It is because our present systeim 
<~ripples the children of the c,ountry 
that I voice, as strongly ·as I can, the 
objections I have· to tl1is system. We 
are tl1irty years bel1ind the times in 
educational progress. \Ve. are suffo
cating c.h'ild life instead of vitalizing 
it. vVe are creating artificial c·ondi
tions instead 01f utilizing the na,tural 
ones we have. '.rh.e examinati.ons,, and 
I1ere let me say tl1at examinations are 
.absolutely necessary, but not com
petitive- o~ the class. we ha.ve1

, exa.m~ 

inations tn school by the principal of 
that sc·hool, by the teachers, are cer
tainly ne,cessary. The· infl ue.nce is 
\vholesom.e, but when examination 
ce.ases to· be a me,ans and is trans.:orm
ed into ·a _goal, then the· adva.nta,ges 
-dis.appear, as it is memory only, not 
knowle1dge, is cultivated. 

I have s.po,ken too about the health 
o,f the children. Scl1ools to-day a,re 
not pla.ces of learning or teac:hing. 
Tl1:ey are ·recitation class,es. The,y 
cannot be otherwise. Parents at ho:;n,e 
nig'ht .after night have to ·spend h·o11r 
aJter hour preparing their children 
for scho·ol next 1day. The le,a·rning 
and tea1ching actually ha.s to be done 
at hel.me, a.nd 'v11en the fa.the·r or 

motlier has tl1e tin1e and ability and 
knowledge to. i1npart, I ,do n.ot know 
but tl1at the education obtained may 
be just as beneficial. But how many 
can do that? There atr.e little children 
night after night leaving sc.hools to 
sit down at home .for hours, some .. 
ti'ines until the midnight hou·r strikes 
trying patiently to absorb the infar· 
mation I am afraid they do not suc~
ceed in absorbin.g even thou.gh they 
memorize the lessons they are sent 
home to learn. Their pl1ysical and 
mental powe1rs are str'a:ine·d beyond 
endurance. Eliza.beth Barrett Bro.wn· 
ing 11as asl{ed: 

"Do you 11ear the children wee1p.in.g, 
Oh, my brothers, 

E,re the sorro·W comes with ye,ars ! 
They .are leaning their young heads 

against thei'r mothers' 
But that cannot stop thei1r tears." 

Does that .apply to education in 
this country at the present time? 
Some s.ay "No.," but I believe 
it doe·s. I have heard of ca.se afte:r 
case, an·d parents h.ave o.ften told me 
"\vhere they -can see· the vitality, the 
very life of their children, being sac·
Tificed on th.e· Al tar of Examination
cl1'ild-li ~e offe·re·d on the .altar of a 
n1odern Moloch. 

And then there is a s,ort of bribe· 
to the teaicher·s-a.nd I am glad to 
see the teachers have ·re1pudiate·d it
$500 distributed e·ve·ry year to· en
courage them to pass their pupils. In 
1910, teache-rs who pas1se·d sc·holars 
rreceived $1.97, la·st year $1.58 e~ ch. 
To their cTedit, be it .said, the teach· 
ers have themselves spurned the in
sult a.nd in one of their res,olutions 
ask that it be devote·d to an.other 
purpose, and one which might bene
fit the child;ren and not themselves, 
a suggestion worthy of 
rec,ord. 

I have be·en told that 

honourable 

"my ob:r 
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jection is only my objection." The 
Pre(ln:ier, .re:eriring· to this i1nporta,nt 
111atteT, says: 
"~he next impo-rtant c1uestion dealt 

with in tl1ese Resolutions is tl1e Coun
cil of Higher Edu.cation. I l1ave al
ready iref erred to the personnel of 
tl1at body, and I need hardly ren1ind 
this c .ommittee tl1a.t it has now been 
working i11 tl1e country since 1892, or 
20 years. I had the honour of intro
ducing the me·asure myself. It was 
the creation of tl1e late Bro. Slattery, 
the late Principal Holloway and M·r. 
Blackall. There c.'1.n be no doubt what
ever about its eff ~ct on tl1e whole 
educational 1syste;m of the Colony d ur:. 
ing· all these years. It has had the 
effect of lifting our entire educational 
s.yste.m up onto an e1ntirely new plane. 
Those of the Committee who have fol .. 
lowed the reports of the Supe;inten
den ts fro.m year to year, as well as the 
report of tl1e Coun~il, must have been 
struck with the .g~r Dwtl1 and increase 
• • 
in popularity of this institution. 
Teacl1ers and children become more 
atta.ched to it ever)~ year an·d approve 
the means by which it is carried 
out." 

And further ,-"thAre m u·st be .an 
examination system and the present 
system ap.pears to bB the best tl1at the 
Council 11a,8 been able to ·devise so 
far, witl1in tl1e confines of its cl1a,Tter. 
Tl1en, too, it must be bOi"ne in mind 
tl1at these examinations are entirely 
\Toluntary. The Council 11a.s power 
to co;m,pel candidates to tal'=e up tl1is 
line of worlt, a,nd the fact tl1at so . 
many' are availin,g tl1emselves of the 
examinations is tl1e best proof of the 
Council's. popt1larity, and of tl1e ineffi
c·acy of anything tl1at n1ay be said 
ag·ai11st the Council. 

"i\..s an evid-ence· of tl1e feeling 
shown in the outpo1rts to tl1e Council's. 
work I need merely to mention the 
nu;mber of childr·e11 eligible \v·ho ·take 

the exams. I find from tl1e reports of . 
the Supe·rintendents, that the ave1rage 
enrollment of pupils in Sta.ndarcl 5 and_ 
over in tl1e schools and c·olleges of the 
country is .. under 5,500 and the total 
enrollment nearly 6,000. Of these 
t!,100 take tl1e Co_uncil's examinations 
-that is at least two-thilrds1 o.f the 
pupils, eligible for examina.tion." 

That 'is one way of looking at it, 
and from the1 Premie!r's standpoint it 
n1ay be quite right, but there is 

. sometl1ing· very am using to me when 
I hear this. thing spoken of as popu
lrur:. I have not the slightest hesita-
tion in saying that no more· unpopular 
S}1 stem could be devised; unpopular 
with the teachers, parents and cl1ild
ren alike. I ·do not say . that "vox pop
uli" is always "vox dei," that because 
I thinl\: it unpopular tl;lerefore tt· may 
not be right. But in this case t11·?- 1111-

p.opularity is very marked, altl1011gi1 I 
have no doubt that those Supe.::ir1te11-
dents \vho have furnished tl1e in101 

mation to tl1e P1re·mier, firmly belif ve 
that the worlt of the C.I-I.E. is ·as _pop
ular as I believe it is unpopula,1~. The 
fa.ct ren1ains that it is very difficult 
nowadays to find anybody vv-ho does 
approve of it l1nless it is those dir .. 
ectly interested. Many will sa.y that 
the system 'is all right, i1f subject to 
lin1ita.tions. They would not like to 
see tl1e Council's work abolished. And 
11eitl1e1~-- do I desire sucl1 drastic a.c
tion. "None are so blind as those who 
will not 8 ee," and tl1ink to wrap tl1en1 
selves up in a castle of silence where 
none can penetrate, c·onfident, because 
they do i1ot 11ear the tumt1lt without, 
that all is going on all right. But 
·rl1de a wal\:ening·s may come· at any 
time. Only the othe'r day in one of 
o-ur institutions i11 this tovvn, an in
stitut'ion composed of young. and edu
cated you11g m.en, the whole .subje·ct 
was ·debated, a.nd out o!f thirty votes 
reco.rded, twe11 ty .. seven voted against 

• 
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· the present systenJi, and only three 
in its favou!t. 

'Ve are told that th.e teacl1ers ap .. 
p·rove of it. I .say, most emphatic
ally, that the teachers as a gene·ral 
body recognize tl1at the possibilities 
of education aTe weaker to-day than 
eve·r . be~ore. They recognize in the 

·~ystem a great injury, but they will 
not openly say iso. They will .say it to 
me ·.and write letters to· the p1ress, 
b·ut take care not to put their addTess 
to them. Can -they do otherwise? "Self 
pre·se:rvation is the fir!st law of 

' 

nature." They can only submit to the 
inevitable. Their pupils m.ust be 
force·d to enter fo·r these competitive 
examinations, and if they do not make 
a good showing the teachers rur:e going 
to .suffer and badly, in their voc:ation. 
l\!Iany of tl1e Superinte·ndents' reports 
are based on the·m, an:d those who 
mal{e the reports are no·w the· ruling 
s·pirits of the C.H.E., upon who.m. the 
teac·hers are more or leSts depend
ent. Is. it reasonable _to expe·ct that 
they are coming out in the open, 
k.no.wing that tl1e a ttac.k ma.y recoil 
upon tt~air o-wn heads? But I have· ·no 
11esitation in saying tl1at if the· teach
ers were polled man for ma11, woman 
for worn.an, in such a manner that 
the voting could not be trace·d, 75 per 
cent., if not more, would sti.gmatise 
the present system .as evil instead of 
gooc'i. 

v\T e are told tl1at 1entranc.e for .the 
examination is optional. In a sense 
it 1nay be. It is optional for a ho.:-s.e 
to work, but if the lash i.s beh'in.d the 
horse, I .am .afraid the option is. o.f 
ve~y little use to hi1m.. The fact re
mains that many of the repo1-::ts o.f tl1e 
S1uperintendents ais to the work done 
in the various schools, are based on 
the ·results o.f the work of the C.H.E. 
and the future of tl1e teachers is de
pendent on the number of chiidren 
they pass. The reputation of the 

school is dependent o;n it. From th~ 
beginning to end it is a question as 
to how ma.ny th 1Y get through. If 
scholars do not pass their examina
tion the wo.r·k is regarded as unsatisr
factory, and to that e·nd child life 
and true education are sacrificed. The 
examinations may be oiptio.nal nomin .. 
ally, but compuls.ory practically. 

lVIrs. Ann Jameson, an educ.ational 
.authority of the -early ninetee1nth c·en-
tury, writing on the· ,subje:ct, says-: 
"Tl1e true purpo·se of education is to· 
che.r-isl1 and un:iold the seed of . i1m~ 

mortality, already sown within us; to 
develop to their fullest extent the . ca
p.acity of every kind with wl1ich the · 
God who made us .has endowed us." 

I{ow can that be ·done, Mr. Presi
dent, under a 1system such a.s we 
have at p1resent, a system of mar.ks or 
competition? I S·ruid just ·now that 1 
ha.d been. told that the objections 
,voiced by me in this Chamber were 
merely ind.ividual op.inions. Not so, 
Sir. The more .I read the ·more· f ,r.& 

quent1y is the view presented of! the 
widespread and widely spreading re
cognitio.n that the competitive . sy.s
te1n, as an educ·ational agency, is 
radically wrong, and bad to tl1e core. 
Whilst I do not wisl1 to delay the 
House I am impelled to give the .. op.in
ions of .some· promi1nent me·n, known 
wo,rld wide. Rev. Henry Latham, M. 
.A., a one time very prominent au .. 
thority, Master of Trinity Hall, -Cam
bridge, wr itin.g about 30 years ago 
said: 

"Examinations are· 
tl1ree principal ways as 
cation. First, they act 

effective i.n 
regard1s edu

as stimu .. 
1a11 ts. partly by holding out the 
_prosp,ects of ad ·vantage of s.ome sort, 
and partly by appealin.g to the com
ba,tive siptrit in huma.n nature and the 
desire to excel. Stim:ulants are val
uable in our pharmacopoeia, tho.ugh 
liable to be used too freely. Youths 
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who might sink in·to inertnes·s are 
often roused to vigour by seein.g· a 
definite obje·ct to work for, o ~~ b-Y 
finding· themselves enga,ge·d in a con
te·st. On tl1e other hand, if tl1e idea 
of · ·gain is presented to young people· 

\ . 

too early, it may over;ride all other 
n:otives, such as ·duty and regard :nor 
authority and desire to learn. To those 
who 11ave be·en habituated to - exan1in
ations, it see111.s Uiseless · to work for 
anythi1ng in which tl1ey are not going 
to be examined, a,p.d tl1e examinations 
will -not act a.s a stimulus unless 
som,ething is. to be. got by them. 
Hence co1m1petitive exa.mi,nations 
should not often be repe.ated; a single 
co,m:p.rehensive one at the end of a long· 
course may do goo·d, but it must not 
be . kept always imm1ediately in view. 
The stimulatin,g effect of exa1minations 
leading to gain, _acts on par en ts an-d 
on s·chool-masters. It leads parents to 
exert themselves to procure not the 
best education for thei,r SO·Iljs they can 
but the· m.ost direct preparation for 
co·m;petitions. This fosters low no
tions of educa.tion, peo·ple ove·rlool{ 
the value of develo·ped faculties and 
g·ood mental habit1s and see1m. to think 
that if the1r'e were no exa.minations 
the:ir sons would want no schooling. 
Often it is of g·reat importance for 
a youth to pass an examination, wl1en 
there is no time for hlm to get gen-
uine kno.wledge. This knov.rle·dge 
must then be stimulated by a pro .. 
cess called "cram," which means tha,t 
the po1rtative1 :memory, or carry1ng 
J_J1owe·r, must ·se·rve as a makeshift for 
a.11 other faculties. 

"Another point is· the strain on 
the mind produced b.y competition. 
This str:a.in is muc:h greate·r . . .. 
when m1any "information .subjects" 
have to be, ·Carried in tl1e 11ead at 
once, tha.n when the pupil has only 
to exercise in his examination a pow
er which he keeps about him; be· 

cause in tl1e for.mer case 11e is· ·c .011-- • 

stantly harasse·d by the f\ear that he. 
is dropping something. It is bad for 
a 1student when he is. interested . in 
h.is chemistry to feel a panic about his 
English literature. Nothing wears out 

·tl1e mjnd so much as bein.g pulled 
ma·ny ways ·at once,, eispecially if the 
state of distractio·n is prolonge·d. Year
l)r trials, for jnsta,nc.e, fo-r some ap
pointment-a new subject being~ now· 
and tl1en added to incre,ase the candi
didate's we1ight of metal-so habitu
ate the mind to an artificial sti1m1ulus 
that pup.ils become inc·apable of study-
ing without it. They can feel no in .. 
terest in a subject if it is. not to be 
set in a.n examination, and in time 
tl1eir powe1r of attention is weakened, 
and tl1eir mind!s beco\rn;e· like, 
rubber bands whic.h have been 
long· on the stretch." 

in di a 
too 

And that is tl1e trouble with us'; 
the examinations in this c.ountry· are 
not st1bo.tdinate to the· tea·ching; edu .. 
cation is c.ompelled to take a second 
place---and a bad rsecond--to . com
petitive results. 

Tl1e sa·me writer says-
"A boy .at 14 sho.uld be extending' 

the roots of his knowledg·e, not ar
rang"ing· it for display; a.nd if he be 
trained in o.rder to l1ave something 
to show, there is a danger tl1at solid
ity may be sacri:\iced to the early pro
duction o.f results. An exa.miner tak:
in,g a school unawa,res and question .. 
ing the boy1s would probably detect 
the cleverest witl1out doin.g any 11a.rm; 
but "\Vhen boys worl{ up to papers. 
even if tl1ey ,a·re carefully set, tl1ere is 
a danger of their developin,g the :tlata.l 
fac'ility of remeuh:bering words with 
little care for ideas whicl1 belong to 
their age. It is sa.id that those who 
are elected scholars often see1n to f1all 
off at fi rst. They have worked. under 
pre.ssure,and the pressure is_ re·moved." 

I. think, Sir, that these statements 

l 
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of Rev. Henry L,atl1am 1miigl1t have 
been "\\"ritten with local knowledge, foir 
b.is words, apply ,directly and exactly 
to our 1ocal 1conditions1• I ·do not 
w.ant to. see the c .ouncil or a Council 
abolishe1d, but the system of examin
ing little children done away witl1. 
Amendments to a .money bill a:re i11-
admissible, as I have saiid, but another 
se.ssion, if I am s.pa\r·e·d, and if it is 
ne·c·essary so to do, I may introduce a 
bill tha.t will lim'it the· age. This me· 
thod of examining babies is a p11blic 
menace. The minimum a.ge· in the Pri
mary Grade is eleven, and 'in the Pr·e
paratory twelve. Are children o elev
en .and twel,re f 1it for test.s of this 
kind? At least we1 m'ight put the limi
it up to fourteen, and then possibly it 
mdg,11 t not be so· bad. The Report o.f 
the Royal Commission on Education 
of 1885, a little later than Mr. L1a.t .. 
haim s,ays-

"Ed ucation need.is organization, 
but it would be destroyed by uni
fo·rmity; it is stimulate·d by inspect
tio·:zi, but it would be· c·rushed by a 
cocle. In the public servic.e, where the 
cl1iet~ object is administrative effici
ency, the· individual offic·er 'is. neces
sarily subordinate. In education, 
whe:re the chief object - is the discov
ery of more perfect methods. of teac11:
ing·, the individua-1 teac11ers .m\us,t be 
left co-mparatively free. Every good 
teache·r is a di.scove1rer, and in order 
to malre, discoveries l1e must have lib .. 
erty of experiment." 

No sucl1 liberty is pe:rimitte·d or 
p.ossible under our present methods. 
There is the rule, hard and fast. Th'is 
must be studied, that must be stud
ied, and otl1er subjects. are perforce 
negle.c.ted. Results a re want•ed and 
there ·is no elasticity for the teacl1er 
or scl1olar. l\~ o matter wl1at the 
scholars' bent may be· nothin.g c·an 
done. They ·must be kept in tt 
old unyielding groove. 

T P. O'Connor writing last year-• 

and where can you ~i:µd a man whose 
advice can be more v.alua,ble? He did 
not come into the world witl). a silver 
spoon ·in his· mouth. Tl1e means. of ed'.'" 
ucation were .not at his parents' dis
posal. T. P. hi1m1self has stated that 
his first c:hance c·ame through his par
ents winn'ing some money in a lottery. 
But T. P. O'Connor is to-day at the 
top of the tre.e and a,mongst the 
most prO'm;inent jo11rnalists, in the 
world. He says: 

"While · you can en-ormously devel .. 
op the gi::ts whi1ch nature 11as given 
to you, you can never beistow by any 
amo·unt of developme·nt the gift which 
nature has refused. 'fry it by the test 
of ,ga.mes: Two men. sta·rt golti togeth
er; fr,om the ve,ry first moment it will 
be seen that one of them: c1annot play 
and 11e never pTogre,sse,s b·e·yond a cer
ta;in point; the other reveals. the bo~n 
and instincti-ve .golf1e,r from the . mo· 
ment he takes a club in his hand. An.d 
nature thus reveals ofte·n wl1at she re
fus·e.s., as well as what she gives. The 
man who plays a splendid game of 

chess c.annot play a gw,rne of draughts·; 
the. cricketer is often no golfer. The 
good shot may be a bad rider . . . 
Nature is at once bountiful and nig
g·ardly. . . .You are right wl1en you 
follo,w in the· education of any individ .. 
ual the lines of her bounti~·ulness, an·d 
wron.g when you attempt to sup.ply 
the place of l1e1r niggardliness." 

And a,g·ain: 

"A fundamental mistake of our pre· 
sent educational systen1 is that too 
much time is given to mere book learn
ing. Tl1at vice of our system pene
t rates very far and very deep. It 
causes our educational tests to be all 
on a false basis. Our examinations 
are for the most part tests of mem
ory-and memory, though an import
ant, is an inferior intellectual quality. 
It is enough to make one ·despair of 
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11uma11., intelligence to see how indis
criminate is this test of memory as a 
£·tandard of fitness." 

And \Vhat is true in the world of 
gan1es is true in the world of schools. 

. Sir Godfrey Lagden, K.C.M.G., writ
ing in the l\1arch number of the "Nine
teenth Century and After," says: 

"In the education of rthe masses ac
cording to the existing programme the 
whole p0int seems to be missed. The_y 
do i1ot need to be fitted up \Vith know
ledge required for the passing of ex
aminations. That .. is necessary for the 
classes, but useless as a rule to the 
n1asses, wl1ose time is wasted as they 
m~ddle along through many books, in
stead of · laJring up that kind of in
for1nation suitable to the technical oc
cupat'ions, which the bulk "\Vill find 
open to them. The policy n1ighii with 
more advantage be to teacl1 and de
velop the children according to their 
different types of mind, not classifying 
them all in one mould, nor assuming 
that 1the aims and characteristics of 
one class of the community are bound 
to be in keeping w·ith the standF!'.rd. of 
otl1ers. _ HvJndicrafts, manufacturing 
an·d agriculture, must all have their 
\rcitaries, if tl1e country is to hold its 
o\v11 in '\Vorld-wide competition. The . 
common judgment of the nations is in 
favor of universal education of the 
masses, so long as it i.s not c;:trried to 
ari unpractical length. While, there
fore, allo\ving every scope for genius, 
no· matter in '\Vhat social layer it is 
found, our · educational system may 
usefully be to fa1niliarize the minds of 
the multitude, with the idea that there 
arE:(_ various kinds of employment of a 
heal1thy and paying character, \Vhich 
the many may go in for, and that 
mere clerical '\Vork is neither n1uch in 
request ~or so lucrative or independ
ent as some of tl1e occupations, de
spised as they appear to be, requiring 
inanual labor." 

That is a very recent expression. 
Here are two oihers. Dean Inge, 

·\vriting on the perils of routine . schcot 
'\York, observes: 

"Ir1 ed11cation they did not \Vant to 
force the young mind into a g·roove. 
They clid not want to turn their pupils 
into copies of themselves. Rea ven 
forbid! They would much rather 
watcl1 tl1em grow naturally. Fe\v 
professions were so hampered as 
theirs by unnecessary difficulties. 
Vested interests, endowmenits, the. 
Philistinism ·and ti1nidity of govern
ors and pure11ts, the deep-rooted dis
belief in tl1e value and nobility of in
tellectual tl1ings, combined rto make 
tl1e lot of the teacher n1ore difficult 
and u'nsatisfyi11g tl1an it should be. 

"The cubjects-so he felt at Eton
we1,e ill cl1osen, and the, method.s of 
teaching them radically bad. They 
\'.rere pursued by tl1e demon of exam
ination, the "riddling sphinx;" the at
ter ... tion of :the boys was distracted by 
tco 1nany subjects. T11ere "ras no 
freedom for the master to exercise his 
judgment. He must go on making the 
best of a system which lie lrnew ·vvas 
bad, and neglectiJ.1g those subjects
whicl1 '\Vere botl1 the most stimt1lating 
and had the greatest value." 

Here is the opinion of Bishop \Vell
don, \Vhom '\Ve all know, on the "Tyr
anny of Exan1inations:" 

"A protest against the tyranny of 
examinations was entered by Dr. Well
don. Examination, 11e pointed Ollt, 
''ras once tl1e obvious re1nedy for fn. v-

• 
oritism, but a mere examination in 
l\:nowledge can never test some of tl1e 
highest qualities \vl1ich fit men and 
women for t11e service of the State. A 
facility for answering questions 
pa-per was easily associated 
gra v·e defects of intellect and 
acter." 

upon 
with 
char-

And if that is true of men and wo
me11, it is vastly more true of little 
children. 

Sir Robert Bond, speaking on this 
subject ii1 the other Chamber, sa:id: · · 

"vVe might, in ·the· educational s-ys-

• 
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tern of S\vitzerl~nd, find the best 
model on \Vhich to build, fer that great 
educationalist, Mattl1ew Arnold, de
clared that S\vitzerland possessed the 
best educational sysite1n in the world." 

In June, 1911, Switzerland passed a 
la\v establishing the Montessori Sys
tem in all public schools. 

And the pri11ciples of the lVIonte
sori system, Sir, are in exact opposi
tion to ithe methods that are adopted 
by our Council of Higher Education. 
They are the liberation of the i)erson
ality, studying the pupil before educat
ing 11im; protecting the potential as 
well as tl1e present i11dividuality 
v1hicl1 every child possesses, and so 
keeping it a way from those tl1ing·s 
which disturb or destroy it or force 
it into any given mould. Mr. Presi
dent, every cl1ild in every school is a 
potential premier; a potential bishop, 
fisherman, blacks1nith, railway mag
nate. Every child has something in 
b.im, . \Vhich something should be de
veloped. You cannot malce a bisl1op 
out of a blacksmith nor a blacksmith 
out of a · bishop, or if you do you will 
make a very poor bishop out of a good 
blacksmith, or a very lJOor black
smith otit of a good bishop. Our sys
tem is 11a ving tl1e effect of taking 
away the individuality from the child 
and crushing it into a n1ould. We are 
tesiting it by a series of annual examin
ations, and the individuality is disap
pearing entirely. · 'l.,l1ere is only one 
advantage in this examination system, 
Sir, that I can see, and that one ·ad
vantage is being li1terally thrown away. 
I asked a question as to what became 
of tl1e 1examinatio,n · papers, and l1e.r.e 
is my answer: •'TJ1e exami:nation 
IJapers are not returned. Tl1ey are 
le~t in tl1e 11ands of tl1e College of Pre
ceptors9 who· l{eep rthen1 until . the 
l\lfarcl1 follovving · tl1e exaniinatio11s, 
\Vhe11 tl1ey are. clestroye·d." _4..s a · school
n1aster-.a1i.j I spent tl1e happiest )rears 
of n1Y life i11 tl1at profension--I co11-
sidered exan1inations as a mea11s of 

• 

education. · The exami11ation p:::t1>ors 
\Vere set and corrected, and were t11en 
used to show the children vvl1ere tl1ey 
'\Vere wrong. If tl1ese pa.pers came 
back frorn the Old· Cot1ntry marked 
and were sent to the various schools, 
then I cot1ld see some use in them._ 
The children could be shovvn the 
blunders that they had m~:tde and ho"\v 
to avoid" making those blunders · in 
fl1ture. T·hat is the only advantage 
that there is in tl1e examina1:,ion ·sys· 
tern, and it is done away \Vith because 
the papers are never returnerl. Ana· 
here let me say that so far as the ex
a1ni11ations rthemselves are concerned, 
I will congratt1late tl1e Council on the 
excellence of . the 1)apers which .are 
being ·se11t. They are unquestionably 
good. 

Iv1:~.--. Preside11t, I have shown th.at 
com1)etitive examinations are 
beneffcial to . the cl1ildren of 

...L 
Il0'L 

this 
ccl:::.1tr~t, and l think I, am in a position 
to prov"e J:::y tl1e reccrds of the Council 
itself tl1at tl1ei:r sy~te:ril is a,n ab.solute 
failure. I ha-;re pre:pared so1112 tables. 
It · has ta1~en some tin1e, but I don't 
grudge the timo cc~sicle :ring the i1n
porta11ce of the v1trl<: in \Vhich '\Ve are 
engaged~ No'li, I an1 not going ito 
weary the Council by reading all these 
figures tl1at I ha1,,-e dov111 11cre. I shall 
see to it that they· '"rill appear in tl1e 
records, and so afford to e-v~cry n1em1Jor 
an opportunity of ·seeing ltl1em and 
checking · thern if tl1ey so desire -and, 
tl1en of judging for · il1e111sel'vcs, but I 
shall briefly su1n1narize t11e111. Last 
year, out · -0f 100 children vvl10 entered 
for the Primary Grade 12~8 failed to 
sit; 46 passed; 41.2 failed. N O\V, , Sir, 

· all that a child is required to pass in 
tl1e Primary exa·minatio11 is spelling, 
11and vvriting, the reprodt1ction of a 
sl1ort story, grammar, literature, arith-
1netic, 11yg·iene and one other subject, 
and tl1irty per cent. co11stitutes a pass. 
Seve11 inistal{cs cut of ten are permit
ted.. I tl1i11}~ ~11y of the business i11en 
i~1 tl1is Chamber would be ·very sorry 
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to allo\v any of those in their employ 
to make tl1at pe·rcentage of mistakes. 

In the Preliminary, In te,rmediate 
and Associate Grades, out of every 
100 c·andidates entering for examina
tio11· last year, 8.7 failed to sit, pos
sibly some were sick, more were sad, 
and their teachers only rtoo glad for 
them· to escap1e·; 2.9, less than three pe·r 
cent., obtained honors. Only three 
out of 100 candidates could get more 
tl1an 70 per cent.; 14 passed in ithe 
first division. I don't know just what 
the percentage of pass is for the first 
division, but I think it is about 50, 
42.2 passed in rthe secop.d division, 
that is, barely passed; 32.2 obtained 

tl1is? Out of -every 100 ca11didates 
barely half passed, and a pass can be 
obtained for 30 per cent. of rthe marks. 
I think, S:ir, tl1at these· figures are the 
strongest condemnation of th(} systeim 
thait is in operation at the present 
time that it would be possible to pre
sent to this House. I ask you busi
ness men who are mixing up every day 
with young men in your 'e:m:ploy,-I 
ask you if the education of to-day is 
any1thing· like tl1at of former days in 
its results? We want more technical 
education in our schools, and by that 
I don't mean anything extravagant. I 
don't mean that we should follow in 
the footsteps of the larger countries, 

less than 30 per cent. of1 the· marks·. but we must do something in order to 
' Now, let us take an analysis for fit our children for the bwttle of life in 

four years. Out of every hundred suc
cessful candidates during the past 
four years, since the examinations 
have been cond ucrted by the College 
of Preceptors, 51h obtained honors, 
26 % obtained first place; 68 out of ev
ery 11undred obtained a bare pass. I 
l1ave also made an analysis of the 
\York that has been done during the 
IJast six years-that is, taking rthe four 
years under the College of Preceptors 
and two years under the Correspond
ence College. During these six years 
out of every 100 candidates who went 
in for the Primary examination, 16.9 
failed 1to sit; 14.9 passed; 38~2 failed. 
That is the Primary. Preliminary: 
out of every 100 who entered for the 
Preliminary grade, 11.6 ·failed to sit; 
55.7 passed; 32.7 failed. Inte,rme.diate.: 
out of every 100 who entered for that 
exan1inatio11, 12. 7 failed to sit; 64.9 
passed; 22.4 failed. Associate: out of 
e-rery 100 candidates who entered for 
the Associate g·rade, 11.6 failed to sit; 
44. 9 passed; 43.5 failed. That is to 
$ay, · recapi1tulating, out of every 100 
candidates who entered for the C. H. 
E. examinations during· the past six 
years, 14.2_ failed to sit; 52.2 passed; 
33.6 failed. 
· Have -vve any reaso11 to ·be proud of 

\Vhich they are to eng·age. They are 
not now being fitted for the struggle. 
\Ve are trying to train doctors and 
law3'-:ers, but what are we doing for 
those vvho have to engage in , the fish

eries, who go into the fields? It is 011ly 
a couple of years ago that a gentleman 
came here and told us a simple, rudi
mentary fact,- namely, that our fi.sl1er
men were 'vasting their time \:rying 
to fish in 'vater belovv or above a cer- · 
tain temperature. How many of our 
children know that? A simple fact, ft 
is true, but a inost in11)ortant one. No 
attention is paid to the fisheries. · We 
prefer to teacl1 algetra-a very useful 
subject in its place. vVe find in the 
reports tl1is year a ntatement about ag
riculture having been introduced i11~0 

the scl1ools, but tl1e report by tl1e 
College of Preceptors exami.ners shows 
the teaching to l1a ve been \Vorse than 
useless. And how could it l1a ve been 
otl1er,vise? You have got to teacl1 tl1e 
teacl1ers before ),.Ou let the teachers 
teach the children. 

Only rtvvo things 11ave happe11ecl dur
ing the last few years which giv~e en
couragement in tl1i8 co11nection. One 
is the worlr done by l\llr. Artl1ur Bar11,es 
\vho is training teachers not merely 
in 111ethods, but in the principles of 
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ancl e~l1ico of tl1eir profession-teacl1-
ing the teacl1ers to teach, and not ·to 
cram. If \Ve had a l'ittle n1ore of that 
worlr going on we might look for good 
results. The other is the Industrial 
School near Quidi Vidi. I was told 
only the other day by an employer of 
labor that the best boys he could get 
for \Vork came from that school. There 
is a little bit of tecl1nical instruction 
given there. But what technical in
struction is given u11der a syste1n of 
this kind? l\ifr.President, I feel strong
ly on this subjec1t, and \Vould fain say 
more, but I must detain the House no 
longer, other than to say this, that I 

believe ref'orm n1ust come, and am 
hopeful ithat it -vvill come fro111 within. 
I believe tl'lere are members on the 
Council to-day, Sir, who recognize the 
injuriousness of the con1petitive sys
tem, and who favor the n1odification 

. of it, to tl1e benefit of tl1e c11ildren of 
the com1nl1nity. We have had state
ments inade in the reports of some of 
the Superintend~11ts admitting the 
\Veale spots, and expresf;3ing the hope 
thatv-these weak spots may · be remedi
ed. And we are looking to those gen4 

tlemen, Sir, ithe teachers are looking 
to them, the country is looking to 
thern to eradicate the evil which exists 
in tl1is terrible system, th'is almo·st 
criminal . -system,-for its · results 
constitute a crime against childhood
this systen1 which is destroying rthe 
vitality, the brain power and the in
dividuality of our children, and endan-

gering the future of the race. As Pro

fessor Sadler said at Bradford a . few 

days ago: "No edt1cation is worthy 

of the na1ne u11less it is a preparation 

for life." 

C.H.E. EXAMiNAT;ON RESULTS FOR 1911. · 

PRil\t1ARV GRADE.-Out of every 100 candidates·,-· 

12.8 failed to sit. 
46 passed. 
41.2 failed. 

100 

' j 

PRELlf"~!NARV, !l\!TER·IV1EDIATE AND ASSOCIATE GRADES.-Out of 
every 100 candidates,-

1908 
1909 
19iO 
1911 

8. 7 failed to sit. 
2.9 obtained honours. 

14 passed in tl1e fir.st division. 
42.2 barely passed. 
32.2 obtained less than 30 per cent. of marks. 

C. H. E. EXAM! NAT'IOf~ RE SULTS F'ROM 1908 TO '1911. 

ASSOC~ATE, !NTERMED~ATE AND PRELIMINARY. 

Hono11rs First Division. Second Div'ision Total 

45 258 568 . 871 
59 298 721 ' . - . 1078 
79 327 839 1245 
68 326 982 .. 1276 

251 1209 3110 4.570 

• 

> • 

• 
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Thl.1s out of every 100 successful candidates during the past four years,-

5.5 obtained honours. 
26.5 obtained a first division. 
68 ob,tained a bare pass. 

100 

A SIX YEARS' ANALYSIS. 

PRIMARY G.RADE. 

Nun1ber Number Number Number Percenta.ge of failures 
Year Entered Examined Passed Failed Of those who sat Of those who Entered 
1906 1089 873 504 369 42.2 53.7 
1907 1146 912 439 473 51.8 61.4 
1908 1255 980 501 479 48.9 60 
1909 1446 1207 694 513 42.5 52 
1910 1702 1470 828 642 43.7 51.3 
1911 1682 1467 774 693 47.2 54 

8320 6909 3740 3169 45.8 55 

Out of every 100 candidates "\Vho have entered for the Pri1nary Exan1ina-
tion the last six years,-

16 .9 failed to sit. 
44.9 passed. 
38.2 failed . 

100 

PRELtMINARY GRADE. 

Numter Number Number N;.::::: .. ~~::.--· Percentage of failures 
Year Entered Exa1nined Passed Failed Of tl1ose who sat Of those who Entered 
1906 930 780 447 333 42. 7 51.9 
1907 1007 867 499 368 42.5 50.4 
1908 556 315 36.2 44.7 1006 871 
1909 676 299 29.6 37.5 1082 975 
1910 797 431 35.1 41.7 1367 1228 

' 
1911 868 509 37 42.4 150'7 1377 

6899 6098 3843 2255 36.9 44.3 

Out of every 100 candiclates ·,,rho have e11tered for tl1e Preli111i11ar)r Graue 
during the last six years,-

11.6 .fa;iled to sit. 
55. 7 passed. 
32.7 failed. 

100 ' . 

• 
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INTERMEDIATE GRADE. 
Number Number Number Number Percentage of failures 

Year Entered Exa1nined Passed Failed Of those who sat Of those who Entered 
1906 367 311 215 96 30.9 41.4 
1907 434 354 247 107 30.3 43.1 
1908 444 375 281 94 25.1 36.7 
1909 526 468 368 100 21.4 • 30 
1910 591 526 409 117 22.2 30.8 
1911 696 634 464 170 26.8 33.3 

3058 2668 . 1984 684 25.6 35 
Out of every 100 candidates who have entered for the Intermediate EX· 

a1nination during the last six years,-
12. 7 failed to sit. 
64.9 passed. 
22.4 failed. 

100 
ASSOCIATE GRADE. 

Number Nun1ber Number Number Perce11tage of failures 
Year Entered Examined Passed Failed Of those who sat Of those who Entered 
1906 45 35 15 20 42.9 66.6 
1907 

I 

72 64 39 25 39.1 45.8 
1908 73 62 34 28 45.2 53.4 
1909 68 61 34 27 44.3 50 
1910 76 70 39 31 44.3 48.7 
1911 123 112 44 68 60.7 64.2 

457 404 205 199 49.2 55.1 
Out of every 100 candidates who have entered for the Associate Grade 

during the last six years,-
11.6 failed to sit. 
44.9 passed. 
43.5 failed. 

l.00 

' 

RECAPITULATION. 
Number Number Number Number Percentage of failur~s 
Entered Examined Passed Failed Of those who sat Of those who Entered 

A. A. 457 404 205 199 49.25 55.14 
Int. 3058 2668 1984 684 25.6 35 
Pre. 6899 6098 3843 2255 36.9 44.3 

• 
Prim. 8320 6909 3740 3169 45.8 55 

18734 16079 9772 6307 39.2 47.8 
Ou1t of every 100 candidates entered for a C. H. E. Examination during the 

past six years,-
14.2 failed to sit. 
52.2 passed. 
33.6 failed. 
--
J.00 

• 

' 
"' ,; I •1 ,,j,,: . 
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HON. MR. JOB-Mr President, in 
tl1e main, I support tl1is Bill, but I 
rise to ref er to wl1at I consider to 
be a grave oversigl1t in tl1e educia
tional manag·e1nent of1 this Colony; 
I n1ean tl1e absence of any teacl1ing· 
tl1at 11elps the earne ~'S to make tl1eir 
living·. This, of course, is c.alled 
tecl1n·ical edt1cation, and we, I am 
a~raid, are about tl1e last country in 
tl1e world to tal{e it up, and wl1y I 
cannot tell. One '\vould imagine witl1 
sucl1 an a1nount as $360,000.00 to 
spend on education, a small sum 
m;ig'l1t annually be spared for in-
structi_ng the young how best to 
g·enge a ·11ook, build a boat, cure cod
fisl1, bath and solder a can, m,ake good 
medicinal oil, make a cod net or trap. 
Here we 11ave an industry, our g·reat 
cod fisl1ery, wortl1 eight million dol
la.rs, and very little or nothing being 
done. to foster it. What we need is 
a fisl1e.ry colleg·e, where C'Ourses in 
subjects relating· to the fishery could 
be taken and training to fit a man 
for the occupation 11e is going to fol
low could be g·iven free of c.harge. It 
ap1)ears to me tl1at if w,c want to start 
something· new we cannot successfully 
advocate it witl1out g·iving· as an ex
cuse for tl1e same tl1at it is being 
done successfully in othe1r countries, 
and tl1js system for increasing the 
earning· power of the worker is rio 
exception. In Norway considerable 
time a.nd money is successfully spent 
in a t1seful system of education 
tl1rough a . Central Fishery School at 
Be,rgen, from wl1ich is established at 
tl1e important places all round the 
coast smaller schools, wl1ere matters 
dealing· witl1 tl1e different b:ranc·hes 
of fisl1in.g are taug·ht and lectures aire 
given on ne\v methods being used in 
otl1er countries. Tl1ese new inetl1ods 
are at once exper-im.en te·d on in the 
different centres and eitl1er adopted 
o~.. rejected, as tl1e case may be. We 

l 

• 
must surely be a,ware tl1at improve-
1nen ts in all manner o:, fisl1ing gear 

• 

11a ve been very ~· ,reat during tl1e 
past tl1irty years, but I am sure tl1ere 
11as not been tl1e sligl1test alteration 
in our fi'sl1ermen's metl1ods, and the 
lads that go to the fishery for· the 
first time next summer will 11ave no 
more to help tl1em earn tl1ei.r bre·:ld 
than wl1a.t tl1eir g·randfatl1ers 11ad. 
Tl1is, Sir, is not making· the ·best of 
tl1ing·s, and it is time we waked up, 
but tl1e Educational Department 
sl1ould do tl1eir sl1are in makin,g· ;sug-
gestions along these lines so as to 
encourage tl1e Government. It is 
true that our best and 11igl1est paid 
educational minds a,:'e devoting too 
much time to the brancl1es of' Higl1er 
Education, instead of inaugurating . 
something· that will keep the people 
interested in a work tl1at will ena,ble 
us to continue to S'a,y t11at \Ve are 
the g·,reatest fisl1ing country in the 
world. We may be the largest, but 
we are not the most up-to-,date in 
our methods. We are t1ndoubtedly 
tl1e last country in tl1e w<:1,rld tl1at 
does not use the, motor boat for tl1e 
fisl1ery g·enerally. A little element
ary instf'uction in this ·subject would 
enable many a family to double tl1eir 
present ea.rnin.g·s a .. :d 'in the long 
run ,give the Government means to 
inG1rease this g·ran t. In conclusion, 
Sir, I 11ave to ask if it would not be 
possible to prepare a fisl1ery prime1r, 
not by tl1e first P8i'i'."Son who takes tl1e 
notion, but by tl1e Educational Dei-
partment, after discussion of ea,ch 
parag·raph witl1 men experienced in 
f~shing and c·u,r e in this Island, and 
furtl1er by gatl1ering of information 
from the difi'erent fisl1ing c1ountries 
of tl1e 'vorld. I believe tl1ere are 
plenty of brains in this, Educational 
Department, but ~e,ar tl1ey are never 
used for tl1e purpose of' l1elping t11e 

fisherman to increas,e h'is wag.e. Now 
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is their opportunity. It is claimed 
tl1at 11e1rring in Norway has been put 
up in 150 different ways for food. 
We c1an find barely two ways here·. 
O~t"' fisl1 is cured in one way only, 
lJtlt tl1ere are many otl1er metl1ods in 
use elsewl1ere, wl1icl1 should be en
terprised .and talked about by young 
and old. Tl1e Fisl1e:rY Department 
tl1e past fifty yea.rs has been toying 
witl1 tl1ese tl1in.g·s, but 11as f?ailed to 
do anytl1in.g· substantial, and I tl1ink 
tl1e Educational Department migl1t 
mal{e an attempt to do something. 
It took years of education and re-
search for Canada to le~rn how to 
grow No. 1 11ard wl1eat, and it will 
take tl1e same to bring fortl1 the best 
No. 1 h~r·d cod. Let us teach the 
lads som,,ething that will enable them 
to mal\:e a good living in their na
tive la,nd. Encourag·e them to live 
"',.ith their o·wn people instead of 

' straying away to other places, and 
don't let it be said that the only 
scl100 l tl1ey know is the caplin school. 

HON. MR. GIBBS moved that the 
debate be deferred in order to en
able 11on. mem,bers to spealr on the 
Second Reading of tl1e Bill, and it 
was1 so orde,red. 

' HON. THE PRESIDENT read a 
messag·e from the House of As.sembly 
tl1at tl1ey had pa.ssed a Bill respect
ing Retiring Allowances, in whi·ch 
they requested the conc·u1rrence of 
t11e Counc·il. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
tl1e Bill was read a first time and or•' 
dered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP, 
tl1e House adjourned till to-morrow 
at 4 p.m. 

TUESDAY, March 26, 1912. 
The House met at 4 o'clock p.ur

suant to adjournn1ent: 
'!,he minutes of the previous sit .. 

ting were read and confirmed. 
EDUCATION BILL. 

Tl1e order f1or the Second Reading 
of tl1e Educa.tion Bill being read-

HON. MR. McGRATH-No more 
interesting measure, Mr. President, 
could come before this Legislature 
tl1an tl1at to which we are now ad
·dressing our;selves, for in this age 
everytl1ing· turns upon education. It 
is the auxiliary tl1at assists the poor
est and tl1e l1umblest to attain to the 

higl1est positions. to wh'ich man . c:an· 
aspire. It enables us to c~en~re 

tl1ought with power, to marshal 011r 

mental fo.rces effectively It giv~:s. 

us the me-ans to acquire th~ effic~ .. 
ency by whicl1 we get out of tJfe 
high and noble pleasures. tl1a.t w0alt.h 
cannot purc11ase. In every walk of 
life to-day the uneducated hu1nan is 
hope·lessly lost. He canno·t exp~c·i:, 

sa.ve in rare instances, to raise J1im
self above the level of the hewer- of 
wood and drawe·r of water·, to op~n 
a little wider the door of a i1atf~l,.._, 

lif1e, to pus·h h'is l1orizon f urtll•)r 
afield, in order to ,get a wider cut
look and a c:learer vision. Bt1t })I'')· 

vided with this aid he can see 
witl1'in his grasp the best pos~tion·s 

wl1i,cl1 cl1urch and state, c1o·mmerL;e 
and tl1e professions, hold out to thos·e 
equipped educ.ationally for the oattle 
of lire, however 11umble his stclt;_or1 
may be. 

Reco.gnizing this, as tl1e world 
·does to-day, no efforts are thought 
too great ·in the cause of education; 
and if we survey the subjec·t as it 
presents itselif to us from every ad
vancing country, we find that, in 
wl1atever else there may be diff e'r

ences of opinion, unanimity pr.evails 
a-s to tl1e promotion of sc.holastic en
deavour an·d the fturthe·rance of the 
great object of train1ng the young 
ideas. Here in Newfoundlan·d, PS 

~lsewl1er~,, tl1~ gre·at underlying fea-
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ture in tl1e policy of every states:!lla11 
is to stim1ulate education. Tl1is gi ~'t. 

l1owever, is like life itself, neitL1c3:· 
g·ood nor bad, neither a boon nor a 
curse, but an opportunity wl1ich 
may become eitl1er the one or the 
otl1er, accordin.g to the use tl1at is 
made of it. It is the duty of our 
Government to adv·ise the most gen
erous possible provision for wise 
ed ua tional uplift among·st us a.nd on 
the I_.,egislature to support ·such re-
comm:endations, 
in the world 

for in- no country 
a.re tl1e advantages 

wl1ich education brings in its train 
• 

calculated to be of greater benefit 
to the people than in N ewf.ound-
land wl1ere tl1e isolation of our 
communities, their remoteness and 
the laclr of inter-co·mmunication 
make the 1011eliness of life m1ucn 
more manifest, especia.lly when 
coupled tl1erewitl1 is the intellectual 
starvation that lack of learning 
bring·s in its wake. 

In making for e·ducation the most 
g·enerous provision pos·sible, we ·do 
not, however, sacrifice, our right to 
question tl1e manner in which suc·h 
approp'l"iations are to be sp.e·nt or the 
methods to be em,ployed in imp·art
ing knowledge to the. rising genera
tion. Some of us in this House and in 
the other Chamber spring f1rom a 
rac·e wl1ich has made more sacri-

• 
fices, perhaps, for education tl1an any 
other in the world a race renowne·d 

' in bygone ag·es for its learning and 
its cultu.re, but wl1ich saw itself in 
more m,odern times so beset by op
pression that the bleak hillside was 
tl1e only class-room and tl1e 11edge 
schoolmaster the· only ped.agogue; 
wl1en tl1e strugg·le to keep a1i,ght the 
lamp of learnin.g wa.s only exceeded 
·by tl1e effort to maintain the rigl1t 
to 11a ve relig·ion free and its prac.
tice uncom.pelled; when teac.her an·d 
prea~l1er were both outlaweq ~n.d to 

I 

wors11ip God according to one's c·on
science and to acc1uire tl1e rudirr~ ents 

of education were alike offences 
punisl1ed witl1 draconian severity. 
In spite, 11owever, of tl1ese adverse 
co11ditions, tl1e desire for education 
was not wl1olly dera.cinated flr1o rn 
our forefatl1ers and we 11a:ve there-
f·ore earned, by their trtbulations 
and tl1eir victories, as well · as by tl1e 
ac·hievements in our o'vn Colony in 
recent years of tl1e educational in
stitutions witl1 whic.11 our ra.ce are 
ide11tified , tl1e right to claim tl1a.t 
Cl1ristian education, or denomination 
al education, is justifying its exist
ence a11d tl1at when we· speak on the 
subject of education in criticism of 
existing machinery and methods, 
we are not c1uestioning tl1is pr inciple 
at all, but are directing our com 
ments entirely to matters of admin
istration and curriculum, and are 
animated solely by the desire to 
better the conditions under whic·l1 
education is carried on in the Colony. 

I am sure I voice the sentiments 
of e\rery hon. me·mber wl1en I say 
it was with .great plea.sure we heard 
the cl-ear-cut address w~th which 
Hon. Mr Bishop f;avored us in in-
troducing the Bill yesterda.y, tl1e 
rnasterly review to whicl1 Hon. Mr. 
Robinson treated u.s,wl1en he bro11gl1t 
tl1e experience gained in 15 yea,rs of 
work in tl1e scl1ool teaching profes
sion to tl1e consideration of many a.s-

' pects of this p.roblem witl1 whicl1 we 
are un~1a.miliar, antl the practical and 
pertinent suggestions of Hon. Mr. 
Job as to teaching· our p.eople subje1cts 
inore in conform1ity with the occup.a
tions they are pursuing1, so as to bet
ter fit them to carry on tl1eir indus
trial undertakings. 

This measure 11as been sub-
je.cted to sear ching criticism, sucl1 
c.riticism a.s every measure that 
comes before us ought to be su.b-

, 
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jected to-c-riticism not designed :Dor 
partisan or sectional effect but cal
culated to improve the measures in 
all respects; and I purpose to add 
so1ne words of furtl1e r criticism my
self with tl1e same object in view. 

The Bill now· before us provides, 
first, for anotht~·r vote of $7 ,000 to
wards the establishing of scl1ools in 
sparsely settleci. localities, being· the 
second installment of $20,000. 

which it was Gecided last session to 
set apart for this pu rpose in three 
annt1al i11stalm:ents of $7 ,000, this 
plan being a.dopted because it would 
be impossible to secure enough 
teachers in an-y· one year f 1or all the 
localities involved. 'l,he feature or 
tl1e Bill, it seems to me, is so com
menda1ble tl1at objection is impos
sible. The second phase is the pro,Tid
ing of an increase of $20,000 in the 
general e·ducation vote becat1se of the 
census returns showing an incre.ase 
in our population of som.e 20,000 · hu
mans the past decade; and to this 
vote, too, the.'e will, I think, be no 
objection offered by this House. The 
tl1ird provision of a direct financ.ial 
cl1aracter ts the incr ease of the an
nual vote for tl1e Council of Higher 
Education by $2.500 which add.ition , ' 
11owever, wil"l, I think, be the pivotal 
point of the criticism of tl1e measure 
among·st us. The Bill has one other 
feature and that is the providing· of a · 
state-aided Pension Scheme f·or teac.h
ers, and with tl1is I 1shall deal subse
quently, referring more particularly 
now to the financial phases of the 
measure·. 

Witl1 the additions herein provid
ed, tl1e education appropriation in 
the estimates for the fiscal year that 
'vill beg·in in July will amount to 
$360,000, or practically ten pier 
cent. of tl1e total annual expenditure 
of the ColonJr; or, to put it othe.r-

• 
w1s~, every person in our Island 

will b-e taxed $1.50 per year fo r ed
ucational purposes. Except f·or the 
' 'ote for tl1e Interest on tl1e Public 
Debt, the annual educational outlay 
is now almost the larg.e.st tl1e Colony 
makes. I ha ' ' e noted the amounts 
a.s shown by the coming estimate·s, 
and they are-

Public Charities, Hos-
pitals. etc ........ . 

Education . . . . . . . . 
Railroad and S tea1mr-

s.hip subsidie.s . ... 
Postal and Tel. Dept. 
Civil Government ... . 
Customs Department .. . 
Adm. of Justice . .... . 
Roads a.nd Bridges .. . 
lVIarine and Fisheries .. 
L,igl1thouses . . . . . .. . 
Agric. and Mines. . .. . 

$367 ,000 

360,000 

330,000 

260,000 

230,000 

220,000 

230,000 

180,000 

103,000 

96,000 

76,000 

This is a very g·enerous provision 
fo r education when c.ompared with 
the votes for other servic.e1s, and es
peeiall~y whep. we remember that the 
annual allowances for education have 
been inc·reased $100,000 within tl1e 
past tl1ree years. Because o.f tl1is 
large increase, because of the sy1m·pa
thetic re1sponse to every claim made 
by the scholastic autho rities, because 
its good faith in the matter has been 
made so clear, tl1e Government and 
the Legislature will .be in a strong 
position in taking the stand that the 
time has now come wl1en t11e Colonv • 

sl1ould ask itself if it is getting val11e 
or anJrthing· like value fo r the money 
it is spending for this service. 

When discuss,ing the Tuberculosis 
Bill la:st week I remar·ked that the 
Colony had never ca v1illed at any ot1t
lay · for education, and I would empl1a
size here that in any criticisms made 
of this measure by me there is no 
de.sire to cavil at the increased grants 
given for this service. Tl1e point to 
wl1ich I am co1ming is whethe.r our 
educational mach'inery is prod t1c.ing 
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the r·esults we a·re entitled to expe.ct 
from it. This is a phase of the sub
je·c·t that ,ap·p,eals. m:o.st perempto·rily 
to all ·communities·, and the more 
fully, I submit, we discuss this ques
tion and the more care· and tl1ought 
we bring to the sol ,ring of tl1e prob
l em of improving our educational 
statu:s, the bett~r will it be for tl1e 
Colony in general. 

But we must realize that the fir.st 
diff'ic·ulty that nac·es the man who rises 
to speak in such strain is that there 
is r 1eser1tment of critictsm in some 
quarters, and an impressrion pr avails 
that it is an offence to use anything 
but c.omplim1entary terms in ,r·eferri.ng 
to educational matters. While we are 
not deliberately told that we should 
not discuss· tl1is matter at all, that is 
the idea which i.s ~ought to be con
veyed. I am not ref erring now to tl1e 
matter of denominational ·education, 
because tl1e colony has ·definitely de
cided that this principle is the one 
best suited for our circumstances. I 
am referring to the s.ituation that ex
ists othe1rwis.e to the movement to 

' ·discowra.ge criticism of our education-
al machinery. For instance, when 
anyone que.stions the methods or 
workings of the Council ofl Hi.gher 
Education, he is met with the arg11-
ment that these .gentlemen give theitr 
servic·e 1gratuitously, the implication 
being that for that reason they ought 
to be im.mune from critici·s.m. I do 

not think that such should follow, 
and I do not nor a moment subscribe 
to s11ch a ·doctrine. Tl1e same tl1ing 
occurs wl1en we ·discuss our genr
eral educational e·stablishment-the 
schools, the schoolmasters, the school 
hoards, the school inspectors and 
the school funds. I repeat that I re
ject entirely the suggestion that this 
educational establishment ought not 
to be criticized. When any man as
:sumes a public position, the fact that 

he works fo·r nothin.g should be no 
bar to his being fairly c.ritic:ized. 
There 34re members. oft the· Exec·utive 
Council in every Cabinet, who work 
for nothing. Yet they are as bitterly 
censured at times as tl1eir colleagues 
wh·o hol·d departmental o:'.1fices a:n.d 
draw the salaries attached thereto. I 

have no personal antipathy to any 
members of the Council of High81r· 
Education, to the school superintend
·ents or to any other units in our edu
cational organization. I do not want 
the Council of Higher Education-- abol
ished, but I am not to be deterred 
from sayi.ng what I think bec·ause 
people will say that if we criticize tl1e 
Council its members will resign. I 
do not desLre tl1eir resignation, bl1t 
I would point out that if anything 
were to happen to its ·m1e·mbers to-
morrow a.nd tl1ey wer<:; to be removed, 
piecemeal o:r wl1olesale, the Colony 
would have to get on without the1!l 
just as it contrives to get on without 
any other individual or collective fig-
ure in its existence 
from the sta.ge. 

whicl1 passe~ 

My objection, again, is not to our 
existing macl1ine;ry, but to what I 
regard as its wrong em:ployment. We · 
ne.ed some. such body as the C.H.E, 

• 
f.or without it tl1ere would be educ.a-
tional stagnation. 
propeirly conducted, 
possible test, rougl1 

Examinations, if 

form the onl 'r 
~ 

tl1011gh it may 
be, and tl1e only means of securing 
tl1orougl1ness of kno-wledge and dis .. 
cipline of mind in resp·ect of educa- ' 
tion. My objection witl1 rega:rd to 
exarminatior1.s is to our present sys
tem, which I do not tl1ink is practical 
enoug·l1. \Ve are attending too mucl1 
to tl1e frills and f 1ripperie1s, a.nd too 
little to practical s.ubjects. There is 
too· much Greek and Latin, and too 
little writing and ciphering, the 
things that will help tl1e people in 
this country to earn a .:.i vi11.g. Our 
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higher school system is too academic. 
We ru.re not ministering sufficiently 
to the actual requirements of our peo
ple. We are producing boys and girls 
who it may be said, can addres1s learn
ed professors in classic tongues, 1)11t 
who are unable to add up a col 1111•1 

of1 figures or write1 a legible hand. 

Are all these fr'ippe1ri.es neqessary? 
I am sure they .are not. My hon. . 
friend opposite (Mr. Robinson) in 
tl1e questions he asl\:ed last week as 
to the C. H. E. included one as to 
wl1etl1er any schools in tl1is city had 
abandoned the C.H.E. exams. He was 
answered tl1a t the Council was not 
a ware of\ any such. I presume tl1at 
this meant that the Council was not 
"officially" aware of it, because the 
members of the C.H.E. could not be 
ig11orant that the Christian Brothe1~s 

scl1ools at Holy Cross and St. Pat
rick's Hall delibe;r·ately cut out these 
exan1s. som,e. years. ago on the ground 
t11at better results could be got by 
teacl1ing practical subjects to their 
boys and tl1us rendering them more 
available for tl1e positions that could 

· be sec11red in offices and shops and 
facto ,· ies and other places of employ
ment here and in the outports. The 
trutl1 of this cannot b.e questioned, 
and ·that a teaching· in,stitution like 

• 

the Christian Brothers deliberatel·r • 

rejected tl1ese exams. because they 
were non-practical is ,I think, the best 
evidence that from the b11siness· man's 
viewpoint tl1e C.H.E. exams. as con
ducted to-·day are of little or no 
value to the g·reat mass of the people. 
No 1 is this view conf1ined to us here. 
In the papers by the last ma.il was a 
declaration by . Thomas Alva Edison, 
the g·reat electrical inventor, that he 
would not em1ploy a g.radua.te of Har
vard or Yale, or any other University, 
contending that a classical c·ourse 
was not necessary, but rather a detri
ment, fo,r a busines's career. His 

idea \·vas that boys and girls in Uni
versities learned little that vvould be 
of practical benefit to them in their 
afte,r lifie, and few will deny that this 
is true- in a large mea.sure of tl1e 
work of the C.H.E. in tl1is Colony. 
We are p:rod ucing an unpractical ·race 
of children. Of the average product 
of1 tl1e C.H. E. it ma.y be said 

"Of people he l\:new nothing·~b11t of 
books, 

Written in ages long ag·o he knew 
All that an o·rdinary man could 

learn-
And tl1is it is tl1at Britisl1 commo11 

sense 
Calls education, worth the best ex

pense." 

In England they are now realizing 
the unwisdom o:. the sam-e polic}'~ of 
educating their boys unsuitably. In 
a supplement to tl1e London Cham-
be.r of Commerce Journal, of1 last . 
Montl1, Feb.ruary 1912, is a report 
of the prize distribution of tl1e c1,.n1-
mercial education bureau of t.ha,t in-
stitution, at wl1ich the Lord J',f a.yor 
presided. The report sho,ws 1.'nat 

thiis bureau was establisl1ed 111 o: cler 
to remedy the co.ndition existing in 
London witl1 regard to com·merc:ial 
education,, wl1ich was entirely neg-
lected until lately. Sir Albert Rol-
lit, speaking on the occasion, .sa'id 
that 20 years ago eve.ry boy was 
taught as if he \Vere g·oing to l i\re in 
cla.ssical or mediaeval times, 01r in tl1e . 
dark ag·es, instead of in the li.g·l1t and. 
labor of the 19th and 20th centur
ies, but now things are so changed 
that this bureau's certificate · is a11 

assurance to employers that tl1ev ?..,re .. 
getting skilled and trained employ-
ees, so that the demand is becoming 
g·reater than the supply. Formerly, 
tl1oug·h Britain prides itself on being 
a commercial nation,tl1e public schools 

paid little a.ttention to the require .. 
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ments of ·Commer:cial lifte, so that 
hardly 10 per cent., he sa.id, of pub
lic school boys. could write, a good 
legible ·hand an·d one of the fli .. r:st . 
things this bureau was asked to un-
dertake by ·some of the London 
.banks, including the Bank of1 E,n,g-
land, was an examination in hand-
writing for candidates. on their 
staffs. In the same way, while· valu
able ti!m,e! was bei,ng devoted to Latin 
and Greek, the great modern lan
guage's were .almost entirely negle.ct
ed, but last yea·r, though thi1s bureau 
eschewed classical subjects, more 
than 4,000 ap·plicants with certificates ... 
fro·m the bureau, found situations in 
the city of London. 

In ass;erting that our education 
is not p·ra.ctical enou.gh, I 11a ve, it 
se.en1s to me, put my 1f!i,ng;er on the 
weak spot in our C.H.E. syste,m. 
Then arises the question, how are we 
to· 1remedy this? How are we to en~ 

sure that the ch·ildren will be· pro
perly taught? Th·e answer I s.ub-

' mit, is · that we have first to teach 
the teachers the1m1selves, then we 
have to promote enthusiasm among 
the s.chool bo·ard:s.. an·d finally we 
have to ·render more efficient our 
system of inspection, following up 
these c·hanges with a 1radic.al reform 
of subjects included in the C.H.E. 
exapis. As wars explained here in 

· reply to Hon. Mr. R.obinson's ques-
tions, the examinations of the C.H.E. 
are conducted by the College. of Pre
ceptors of London, an institution 
chartered fo·r the p1urpose of ca.rrJr_ 
ing on suc·h "exams" in different 
p.a·rts, ofi the British Em.pire·. Afte.r 
all the papers, have been sent to 
these examine,rs e.ach year, and have 
bee.n judged and marked, the 
examiners prepare· com,ments 
criticisms thereon and the1se, 

or 
after 

being ·sent out here for the· consid-
eration of the, C.H.E., are subse-

quently published i.n its annual vol-
um.e. I have here copies of these · 
annual vol um es fo1r the pa.st f\i ve 
years, and I suggest to hon. members· 
that they could not undertake a more 
enlig·htening exercise, in orde,r to Orb-
tain an accurate idea of the condi-
ti on of our ed uca.tional machinery, 
than is afforded by a perusal of these 
examiners' re·po tts. The mo.st strikring 
f,act about these· is. tl1e almo·st unbirok .. 
en stre.am of condemnation whic·h 
tl1e1se· ex.aminers pursue with ;regar·d 
to school m.anagement and kindre.d 
subjects. In the· volume for 1911, forr 
instance, there is an appalling criti1-
cism of the papeirs on English His .. 
tory in the Preliminary Grade·, th:e. 
outstanding facts in conne.ction with 
which is that the pupils do not see·m 
to have been properly taught, in very 
m.any cases. 

(I-le.re the Hon. member quoted from 
the Examin,ers' re1ports.) 

I submit, Mr. President, that it 
would be difficult to 1]orm a more 
severe indic.tment of the exams as 
now conducted; than is embodied . in 
the·se criticistm1s; no1r are the·se the 
only one,s, as even a cursory stu·dy 
will show. It i.s neie·dles·s to burde1n 
the record by reading them, though 
it would not be diff1icult to quote 
m.any similar comments, and these 
views justify me, I think, in assert
ing that our 'educational 1mac.h.inery 
needs a shaking up, that the insti
tution has become affected with dry 
rot, that, to use a phrase. muc·h • 1n 
vog·ue here som.e years ago, "it is 
time for a change"--iin our e·duca-
tional methods in QT'lder to en.sure:, 
in reg·ard to the teaching of subjects 
absolutely indispensable, and p1ro-
ficienc·y in ''rhich "\\rou1d operate to 
better the conditions of living for 
OUir people:, more ta,ngible results 
than are evidenced; instead o.f see
ing them, as at present, sac·rificed in 

. . 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCII~ PROCEEDINGS. 121 

o,rder to stimulate, the cultivation of 
class1ical subjects. that are of com-
p~rati vely little benefit to the gre:at 
mas,s of our people. Whiiteve·r valu1e 
~uch a scheme or educa.tion as ours 
is migl1t have 'i.n a country with 
"real thy and lei,sured classes like 
En,gland and America, it see.m1s to 
me to be worse· tl1an foolish to con
tinue to practice it here in the light 
o.f the popular dtssati,sfaction now 
so apparent. We ought to give ev
e·ry -boy and gi1rl amongst us a ·Sound 
pra.ctica1 educ·ation. We oug·ht to 
teach them the subjects that will 
help the:m in their daily avoc·ations 
and not till we h.ave done this s:hould 
we _go in for higher education or 
high cla.ss education, c:all it which 
you like. The con1ments I ha.ve 
read Jron1 tl1e Examine.rs in England 
establish the charge that m.any of 
our teachers are not taught-at any 
rate not tat1gl1t how to teach. The 
provislion for the training· of .s,chool 
teache.rs at presen1j is- only $3,000 
for all denominations, and the !recent 
m-~morial of tl1e Ang·Jican Syno·d to 
the Gove,rnment suggeste·d that th1is 
amount should be, i,ncreased by $6,000. 
Tl1e .mlemorial ifurther exp1resse1d the 
11ope that "some means of fr·iendly c·o
operation between the several deno,m
ination1s in this impo-rtaint work may 
be found." And if it could be made 
po.ssible to have a gene·ral schemie fo·r 
teaching teach-e·r.s, as the experiment 
is now .about to be- tried of a ge.n'.e·ral 
scheme fo1r teachin.g house--keepin.g·, it 
would be, of advantage, but if tha.t is 
not found possible it ought not to b·e 
difficult to secure the additional $6,000 
wl1ich the Synod Me·mo1r'ia:l co,n·s:ider·s 
necess.ary. In the :first place, it ha.s 
been suggeste·d that the Primai_ry 
Grade exams might be abolished and 
the a.mot1nt d~voted to that work at 
pre.sent, $1,000 a year, set a.part fo1r 
the trainin:g of teacher·s. In the sa1me 

way the $500 divlded among teachQrS 
who pass pupils 'in the C.H.E. exams 
and whic·h a ve:rages less than $2 per 
te<lJcher-an infin1itesimal amount
could be also added to that f':un!d, and 
judg,ing from the friendly disposition 
of the G1overnment towar·d.s the educa
tional institution the Tr1easury m1ight 

' be inclined to p-rovide the rest, seeing 
the g·reat importance of thi1s subject, 
for it must be perf1tctly obvious that 
if the teachers are not pro-pe,rly train
ed, the children whom they are s.et 
to tea,c.h mu.st be the great sufferers, 
and tl1at it would be the wise.st ec.ono .. -
my to provide liberally fo,r· such train:
ing of te·acher:s as would reflect its,elf 
in better results among thei1r ' pupils. 

While I am on this subject of the im
practical character of the education 
afforded our youth, may I point to 
Hon. Mr. Job's suggestion of a fish
ing school, one rthat if found practic
able would certai11ly be most desir
able; and might I say that in this re
gard there is another subject of equal 
importance, that is the subject of 
naviga.tion, which is utterly neglecte·d 
in our schools. In the · C. H. E. 
exams. last year we find in the As
sociate Grade, the higl1est taught in 
this Colony, there is the record "one 
very moderate paper." This, Mr. Pre
sider1t, is the resulrt in this connection 
of twenty years of Higher Education 
- one pupil toolr a very moderate pass 
in navigation. Yet ours is a col1ntry 
the people of which live by the sea. 
Its men are as capable and as daring 
as any others. They lack nothing in 
sailorly quali1ties, and where we 
should be prodl1cing 40 or 50 ship
masters every year, we are producing 
practically none, and yet who will 
question me when I say that it would 
be much better for tis to be doing this 
than to be producing hosts of medio
crities wiith a smattering of Greek and 
Latin and without the knowledge or 
ability to earn a livelihood. The same 

' 
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thing is true of agriculture. Earnest 
effort is being made to promote agri
culture amongs1t us and we have 
hoord much of the teaching of agri
culture in the schools. Yet the last 
annual volume of the C.H.E. records 
the fact that such instruction as was 
imparited in this subject was worse 
than useless. 

Having demonstrated now, Mr. Pre
sident, the need for better training of 
teachers, let us turn to the next point 
for which I contend, the promotin,g of 
enthusiasm among the school boards. 
I have no great knowledge of the 
school-boaid organizations in this Col
ony and I regret that we have not 
some one here, or in the other House, 
in sufficiently close contact wi,th the 
scholastic machinery to tell us the 
value of them. I should like to know 
what do the school boards do? Do they 
ever meet, and if so, how often? Are 
they ac1tual, earnest interested groups 
or are men merely put on school 
boards and gazetted as such for the 
hono1r tl1at is thoug,ht to be in it? I 
have l1ear·d stra.ng·e tales of some school 
boards, that they don't meet in a 
great majority of instances, that they 
amol1nt to nothing, and that they 
might just as vvell be wiped ouit and it 
certainly seems to me that the stage 
has been reached in our school mat
ters \vhen vve sl1ould knovv more about 
the boards than we do, and when we 
Rhould undertake the duty of creating 
other machinery in substitution for 
them if it is the case that they are 
not giving any adequate attention to 
d11ties for which they are appointed. 

Allied vvith this problem of the 
school boards is that of inspection. 
What is the value, I should like to 
know of school insp1ection in this 
Colony to-day? Le,t m,e explain, to 
begin with, that I mean no dispara.ge
ment of the inspectors by this· que,ry? 
I am simply asking for information 
on a subject of public ,tm:portanoe. We 

have ,six inspectors; they are going 
about the c·ountry year afte!r yea.r; 
they admit in their reports that they 
cannot cover all tl1e scl10,ols in th,edr 
jurisdiction, and when we apply ou·r 
reasoning fa.culties to tl1e problem \Ve 

must recognize that even in such 
schools a1s they do inspect, the worlr or 
inspection must be of. the most super
ficial character bec·ause they cannot 
give e\ren a day to eacl1 school. I ad
mit that the;re are difficulties in their 
way-means of transpo.rt are not easy, 
catc·hing trains and steamer·s a.nd oth
er conveyances complicate the situa
tion. But all these facts add to the 
fear that . the Colony in this regard ls 
not gettdng anything like value for its 
money. Wha.t we should welcome 
would be an inspection of the ins·pec
tion by some· c.ompetent authority. We 
require that some expert, so to speak. 

• 
should take up, the records of inspec-
tion tl1e past five years, or should ex-
ercise some other su·pervision and 
tell us whether·, in this respect, we 
11a ve gone ahead or gone astern. We 
know there are teachers without any 
grades; we are· told there are bo·ards 
that never meet; it is on record that 
there a,re· score·s of schools uninspect
ed; and it is because these co.ndi
tions exist and be·cau.se these state
ments cannot be controverted that I 

ask the question which I think an:
swers ,itself in a11 unpleasant fashion 
-are we getting· value f1or the money 
we are spe.nding on education? 

According to the very interesting 
figures submitte·d by our hon. friend 
(M.r. Robinson) ye;sterday 50 ·per 
cent. of those who go in f.or tl1e C.H. 
E. exams. fail to pass. That f1ac·t to me 
implies that the gre.at majority of the 
children in the schools in this Co.Jony 
are negle,cted and depr'ive,d of thei1r 
just rig·hts in order that the star pt1-
pils may .- be coached ·and b,rought on 
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to win t11e big prizes which the exams. 
afford. This, I should say, speaking 
broadly, is one of the strongest objec
tions to our pre1s·ent methods. It is 
not fo1r any sucl1 purpose that the peo
ple of this country are voting money 
oor education. They are voting it 1n 
order that the child,ren,not the bright
est children, but the average children 
and the plo·dding children, may get 
thei1r fair share of attention and be 

I would suggest to the repreclenta
tive of the Government in this 1-Io,1~e 
(Hon. Mr. Bishop) the des.ira!.Jility or 
the Government considering the ttp
pointing of an Educational Com~is
sion, to take up the whole subjr~ct 
and reconstruct our educati )Jln.t ma
chinery just as we had a Temperance 
Commission appointed in the CoJ01ry· 
a. few years ago to deal with 1-h~ 

question of the ·reform of ou:r liq110r 

given the .greatest amount of educa- laws. 
tion possible unde,r the circl1m:.;tar1ces. We c·annot wink out of sigl1t tt·e 

I think the syllabus of the C.H.E. 
ought to be reconstructed and many 
subje~cts now included ougl1t to b1e 
struck out. If the Ch!ristian Brothers 
are able to maintain a steady supply 
or boys in st. John's for r,os,i tions in 
bu.siness places while ignoring the 
C.H.E. exams~ altogether. it seems to 
mie that it makes an un8nswerable 
a~rgument a.gainst much of the n1atter 
included in the C.H.E. curriculum at 
present. If the class of education 
imparted by the Christian Brothe,"'.'·s 
produces such r:e,sults, then it is the 
education most desirable, for our peo
ple; it is the education we should 
endeavour to see brought into eff·ect 
all ove1r the island. The C.H.E. has 
been in existence for 20 years, and 
nobody will contend (thoug·h I sa.y 

• 

tl1is without any idea o.f belittling 
those who cQm.pose it) that it has ever 
effected anything cons.picuous in this 
direction or tl1at it can point to any 
distinctive result which it can fai,rly 
claim has followed from its work 
except the greater number of those 
who go in for the exams. every year. 
But the destructive critic,ism to which 
the results of these ex:'.:l. l1'3. l1as been 
subjected by Hon. Mir. Robinson will 
make it difficult for any champi •n or 
apolog·ist for the C.H.E. to s11.~cess .. 
fully c·ontend ,that it has justified its 
existence in that regard at any rate. 

fact tl1at wl1atever is the reason for 
it, tl1ere is a strong and 5ro\v.1ng 
sentiment in this country t 1l'-oay 

a.g·ainst tl1e C.H.E. exams. and a fe,el
ing of dissatisfaction by tl1e pf·ur)!e 
witl1 tl1e existing educational organi
zation. vVe are told in some qua.rt
er8 that these exam~. are popular and 
perhaps they are, but we know that 
an institution in this city which de
bated· the subject last week, declar
ed against them by an overwhelm'ing 
majority. Why should such a result 
follow? Simply because the members 
o! that instittition are not satisfied 
with conditions as they exist, a,nd 
these members, be it noted, are asso
ciated with an institution that is one 
of the foremost in the country in edl1-
cational effort. I was speaking to an 
outport g·entleman thi,s mo1rning and 
he took the same view in the mat
ter. Letters are c·onstantly appearing 
in the newspapers, and people are con
stantly complainin,g in town and out ., 

port of the backwardness ofl educa
tion, and in my judg.m.ent, the time is 
not far distant when tl1is whole st1b-• 
ject will have to be grappled with, 
and su,ch chang·es e,ff ected as will en
sure to the people in general better 
results from the working of ot1r 
scl1ool machinery at the. p1resent time. 

With regard now, Sir, to the Teach
ers' Pension Scheme, the other sub
ject embodied in the Bill before the 
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House, I will 
simply saying 
11earty support, 

content myself1 with 
that I give it my 

I think it is a step 
in the ·right direction and I tru.st it 
will ha.ve the good effects that are 
hoped firom it. The general outlines 
of it are those submitted by the 
teacher:::; in convention last year, and 
while it had been subjected to some 
criticism, we miust remember that 
the1re is no measure so perfect a,s to 
defy criticism, and especially par
tisan political criticism, whic·h seems 
to be tl1e only forn1 of1 objection 
that has been voiced again,st it. vv"' e 
may regret that mc)Te is not done or 
that tl1e inequalities which are said 
to exist in conne,ction with it are not 
adjusted, but here a:gain, it is enough 
to say that no project is without its 

"' inequalities, and that the c ritics 
will be always with u.s. Probably, the 
sel1eme will be improved as time goes 
on, but the interests of the teachers 
are safeguarded and they can justly 
conside:r it a.s an installment on ac\
count, at any rate, and a very gen
erous installment at that. None will 
dispute that we should offer teachers 
every inducement which is within 
ou:r m.eans to remain in the prof es
sion. Tl1ey a.re not too highly paid, 

as I have endeavoured to make c'le~r 
in my remarks, I think the time has 
come when we should seriously con
sider the reconstruction of tl1e C.H.E. 
exams. and the re-organization of our 
educational rnachine,ry generally. 

HON. MR. GIBBS.-Mr. Pr·esldent I 
an1 sure that this House has listened 
with a great deal of pleasure, and 
with profit -as well to the very adm1ir
able addresses which have been de
li-v~ered by th,e Hon. Mir. Robinson 
and the Hon. Mr. MciGrath. A g·reat 
deal of care has been brought to llea1r 
on the ,discus·sion of\ this subje.ct; and 
in fact the1r1e is no matter whdc,h 
should co1rnmend itself more to our 
se1;'."ious thought and a.tten ti on than 
education. All must admit that the 
Council of Higher· Education has done 
a grea.t deal to stimulate education 
in this country. The chaos in whic·h 
educa.tion was at the time of tl1e crea
tion of that body justLf1ied its being 
calle·d into ·existence, and must justify 
its ex·istence to-day. The ma.jority of 
people expect that the Council ot 
Higher Edu·c.ation should be pe,:fe:ct. 
Now, no institution in this wo,rld is 
per.f'ect; nothing· that man can do is 
perfect; no matter what we do some 
body is going to im.prove on it. No 

even the best of tl1em, and oppor- matter if we were to sp1end years and 
tt1nities off er in other walks of. life years 1in the WO'f'k of rec·onstructing 

, to-day which must stron,gly tempt this system, tw·enty-fou,r hours after 
any ambitious. you.ng man or woman we had .finished some.bo·dy would be 
engaged in teac·hing to abandon that · able to point out some mistake that 
work and venture into other occupa
tions. If, therefore, we can retain 
Oll1r school teac.hers by providing these 
pensions,, it would, I think, be unwise 

• 
for u,s not to do so, and if it proves 
possible in ft1ture years, to do e,ven 
m,ore f,or the teache,rs, I think they 
can count upon the unanimous sup
port of the Legislature in any mea.
sure desig·ned for tl1at object. 

There.:iore, S'ir, I accord my suppo1rt 
to the Bill before tl1e Chair, tl1ougl1 

ha,d been made. Now, I am not one 
of those who believe that the Council 
of I-Iigher Education should be abolish·
ed. On the contrary, I believe it is 
·do1ing a great wo0rk in this country, 
and that its work has justified its 
existence · and its continuation. Our 
c·riticismSi should be directed towa.rds 
building up, not tearing down. Any 
one can tear down, but it takes men 
of a g·reat deal of constructive talent 
and. ability to build up. Th1is world 

.. 
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. 
11as been agitated,and will be agitated 
as long a,s it is a world, w'ith diffe1rent 
ideas and different views as to wh-at 
system 0 11:\ e·ducation is best for a 
country. Now, let us ta.ke the objec:.. 
tions that have been urged a,gainst 
examinations, and let u,s see how far 
they ca.n b·e maintained. I am not 
unmindful o.f tl1e fa.ct tl1at some of 
tl1e critic1isms that have been indulg-
ed in as regards examinations are 
justit:iable. Hon. Mr. Robinson, du: '-
ing tl1e course of his admi'r.·able ad
dres,s,, in reJerring to section 9 of the 
Bill now before the House, said that 
we are not getting the full bene1rit of 

·that section becau,se of the fact tl1at 
some tiny settle·ments have, two or 
three scl1ools owing to denom1nation
alism. The object of tha.t section is 

·to provide schools for sparsely popu
lated settlements, and I would like to 
inftorm the hon. g·entelmen that out 
of 64 localities which we·re found to 
be de·void of schools,only s·ix of them 
11ad diiferent denom1nation,s. The ob
jection, tl1erefore, urged against that 

· portion 0 1f the· Bill falls to the ground. 
Then the hon. gentlema.n attermpted 
to make a. strong argum,ent a.ga.inst 
the Council of Higher Education UP'" 

on tl1e . ground that it d1id not repre
sent the outports. Nobo1dy can ques-

. . 
tion the hon. g·entleman's sinc,erity 
in tl1e matte:r, but I would like to 
point 011t to him that all the Inspec-

wick; so that in all 18 out of the 26 
members of the Council of Higher 
Education are eminently fitted for 
dealing with tl1e· question of outport 

c 

education. The hon. gentleman also 
criticiise,s the, attendanc,e at the meet
ings. \Vell, if he will take into con
sideration the fact that the· Inspectors 
.are so frequently a·bsent from the 
city 11e· will find that tl1e avera.ge at
tendance of the members of tl1e Coun
cil of High1er Education is very much 
11-igher than the attendance in th.is 
Chamber or dn the lowe1r House. IIe 
will find that the 3,verage attendance 
is at lea.st fro·m. 75 to 80 per cent. of 
those available, and that is a very 
falr percentage of attendance especi-, 
ally in view of the fact that the great 
maJor1ty of the members receive no 
compensation whatever for their 
work. Then again he objects to 
s·e,ction 7 of the Bill because tl1ose 
who may be nominate·d by the tea.ch
ers to the Council of Higher Educa
tion wdll have to be app,roved o.fi 'by 
the Inspe·cto·rs. Now, I have no suc·h 
opinion of the teac·hers o.f this co11n
try. On tl1e contrary I believe them 
to be a body who are not alone capa
ble, but anxious to a.sse.:t tl1eir in
dependence of thoug·ht and action i'r

respecti ve1 of the school ins.pectors or 
anyone else,and tl1.at the·y will c·hoose 
to represent them upon tl1.e Council of 
Higl1er Education those who a; ~~e he.st 

tor.s represent the outport schools- ca.lct1lated to represent th.e interests 
tl1ey are really inspecto1rs of outport 
scl1ools-and that a number of the 
Counc.il have a very intimate knowl
edg·e o.f tl1e outport syste·m of educa
tion. I would re:ie·r the hon. gentle
man to the names of C.anon Pilot, Rev. 
Bro. Kennedy, who has done some in
spection in tl1e outports., Canon Bolt 
who has been Chairman o! an out
port .scl1ool board, Rev. D·r. Cowper
waite, Monsignor Roche Rev. Mr. . 
Wh'ite, M·r~ J3arn~·§ ~~<l :R,~v. Mr! Fen .. 

o·i tl1e teachers and education g·ene1r
ally. I do not tl1ink that the teach
ers are .afraid to elect men \Vho inay 
not meet the wishes of the ins1pect-
0rs. Then the 11on. gentleman refers 
to tl1e fact that the Councdl o! Hig;her 
Education ·is no.t popular; that it is a 
most unpopular body, a.nd that tl1e 
teacl1E~rs recog·nize that tl1e s,ystem of 
examinations ls injt1·nious. At tl1e last 
teachE~r. s.' convention the questi ,)n of 
the eJcam'iuation system wa.s ta.bled 

- • • - r ~ ,. • / 
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for flE !bate, and not one Of tl1_e teach· 
ers attempted to cri ticrise or fin 1 f ct. i1 t 
witl1 it in any manner. If tl1e S)T(;tem 

was so unpopular' as ha.s been stated, 
I tl1ink it would certainly have been 
criticised at tl1e conve1ntion wl1en it 
was down for debate. I cannot '1.lto-
g·etl1er agree with tl1e criticism to 
wl1icl1 the examination system has 
been subjected. I have children of 
i11y o·wn, and I s:it witl1 tl1er11 
after nigl1t Wh1en duty does n r)t caJJ 

' me elsewhere,and I can franki)r st<tre 
that their youn1g brains or tr1eir 
young bodies a:re not overtax8rl, 2.nd 
tl1at tl1ere is not, so far as I can see, 
any g·round f.or complaint 011 cor1cl ~.1r.tn

ation of the system. The boy anj g·irl 

to-day in this country of tl1e ag·e of• 
12 and 13 are better grounded :in tl1e 
rudiments of knowledge than 
those who grew up with me at that 
age. They are better taug·ht . to-clay. 
If I considered that the present sys
tem of education was injuring my 
cl1ildren physically or mentally I 

would certainly not permit tl1em to 
study the syllabus of the Council of 

Higher Education; but I cannot see it 
in tl1at lig·l1t. Tl1en tl1ere is a fault
finding upon the part of pa;rents
wl1ether it is g·enuine or not-because 
they have to teach their children at 
11ome at nig"l1t. Well, is not tl1at the 
duty of every pa.rent? Is not the 
home tl1e g·reatest educator of all? 
And should it not be a pleasure for a 
parent to sit night after night and 
aid tl1e school in imparting knowledge 
to 11is son o·r daughte!r ? It was done 
witl1 me; it was done in tl1e 11omes 
of tl1is country tl1irty and forty 
yea'rs ag·o; and the p·ate,nts in tho1se 
da.ys. did not conside1r it any disadvaru-

to-day who look upon it in the same 
ligl1t. The 11on. g·entleman also says 
tl1at we are tryi11g· to t rain . lawyers 
and doctors and fishermen and black
smiths in the one scl1ool. I c1uite 
agree w'ith ·him, ·and I. tl1ink that tl1at 
is where the system wl1icl1 we have 
in tl1is country is faulty. We are 
endeavourin,g, a.s it were, to impart a 
classical, a commercial and an in-
dustrial education in the same 
school. But if we want to separate 
tl1e classical and the commercial and 
the industrial, we must be prepared 
to pay the bill. You cannot have 
cla.ssical and commercial, and ind us
trial education, taug·l1t as hon. mem
bers would like to see them taught 
in this country, without spending 
very much more money than you are 
spending to-day. You must have 
diffe·rent schools, different teachers, 
child·ren graded in accordance with 
tl1eir mental capacity. To-day you 
will find in a school, a boy of 11 or 
12 years of age whose mental alert
ness is greater than a. boy of 13, but 
what happens? That child is in many 
cases kept back because lie has got 
to .remain in the class with 
mentally alert. If it could 
arranged that tl1e children 
different schools could be 

• 

the less 
be so 
in the 

graded 
bright-and those wl10 we~re mentally 

er tl1an otl1ers placed in a different 
class, then it would certainly be very 
much better; but all that means 
money. We cannot hope to emula.te 
the educational institutions ofl othe-r 
countries, beca11se we have not tl1e 
means at our disposal. In other 
places they spend fifty or sixty dol-
lars per head on education, while 
he;re we spend but a paltry few dol-

tag·e or did not consider that it in- lars per head, and to expect to get 
terfered with tl1em in any sl1ape or 
form, but ·rather looked upon it as a 
pleasure and I think tl1ere are 
thousands of people in N ew!oundland 

tl1e same results, or anything like 
them is, to say the least, ridiculouil. 
What is the good of all this talk 
about education to a man who ha.s got 

• 
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to go and earn his living on tl1e 
ocean. He needs but very little in 
the way of education. He 11as an 
education far superior to any that a 
scl1ool or college can g·ive him be-, 
cause he has been trained from his 
cl1ildhood up in his work, wl1ich is 
l1ow to build a boat and sail it, how 
to cut a sail, how to ma.ke 11is trap 
and his net. Now, 11ow mucl1 would 
you l1ave to pay if you had to give 
an edt1cation of tl1at kind to tl1e peo
ple of tlTis country? .It would cost 
you h un.dreds of thousands o.f dollars 
a year. Eve·ry fishe:riman in tl1is 
countr).,. to-day is an educated man. 
Suppose you tal\e the so-called educa
ted man with a deg·ree from some 
colle~e or university, and put him 
dowr . in one of outports, what would 
happ1en? Why, 11e would starve to 
death. That is not tl1e class of man, 
nor is he educated, that is suite·d to 
tl1is country. You go to the Cana
dian Nortl1west to-day and who a;re 
the pioneers of its prog·ress and devel
opment? Not tl1e highly educated 
man, not the man who has come o··ut 
of tbe University, but the man with 
tl1e larg·e hand, the man who is able 
to work, to dig and delve, a.nd has a 
certa'in amount of education in order 
to enable him to do 11is work intelli
g·ently and we11. It is c1uite t rue, Mr. 
fresident, t11at we need bette·r treat
ment for teacl1ers in this country. The 
reason why we h.ave not got a more 
efficient class of teachers is because 
we rure not paying them sufficient,and 
hence the enthusiasm is not put into 

·their wo·rk. I believe now, tl1at tl1is 
pension scl1eme will have the effect of 
making the teachers more enthusias
tic Jn their work, and that the. best 
men and women will be attracted to 

tl1e profession, , and that tl1ey will stay 

in it in consequence. Heretofore the 

.average roan who took up the teac·h-

ing profession saw notl1ing before 
11im, but possibly the poor a.sylum. or 
11i8 being obliged to tl1row 11imself 
upon the charity of his f~iends. Now 
all this is changed, and he can start 
upon his work witl1 the knowledge 
that wl1en 11is work is done 11e will 
be p·rovided for, and provided for in 
sucl1 a inanner tl1at he wdll not 11ave 
to depend upon cl1ari ty of any sort. 
The teachers of this country, in con
sec1 uence of tl1e lack of inducements 
to remain in the p.rofession, · were 
leaving at tl1e rate of one 11undred a 
year, witl1 the result that Boards of 
Education throughout tl1e Colony 
were in many cases compelled to a.c .. 
cept teachers for tl1e schools under 
their control below the grade required 
for tl1ese schools; and with that con· 
di ti on of\ affairs go'ing on we cannot 
hope to 11a ve that efficiency which we 
would wish. Now, I don't agree with 
tl1e ho11. gentleman that tl1e cl1ildren 
of this Colony a.re being injured pl1y
sically tl1rough what 11e calls the 
"c~'amming system." I believe tl1at 
the boys and girls of tl1is country are 
as br:.g11t and intellig·ent .as those of 
any otl1er country ln tl1e world-in 
fact, I know they are. It wa.s tl1e 
proud boast of a teacher in tl1e 
schools I attended tl1at tl1ey :·ound 
tl1e Newfoundland boy and girl to be 
c1uicker in many respects in acquir
ing knowledg·e than any otl1ers tl1ey 
had taug'l1t in other countries. If we 
take tl1e American scl1ool as a san1-
ple, wl1at do we find? Let us look at 
tl1e schools of Boston and take tl1e 
subjects of examination flo:r a boy or 
girl 12 years of ag·e. Tl1ese are: 
Spoken and Written English, Compo
tion, Gramma:r, Dictation, Analysis, 
Rea·ding·, Penmansl1ip·, Workmanship, 
etc. Compare that with tl1e syllabus 
of the Counc11 of Higher Education 
11ere and you will find tl1at wl1at i~ 

req ulred in American schools of a boy 
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of tl1e same ag·e as a boy in our own 
is very mucl1 11ighe·r; and if the Am
erican boy a11d girl can meet the re
c1 uiremen ts of tl1e standa:rd wl1ich I 
l1ave ·read, which is 11igher, su:rely the 
boy or girl in this country are able to 
acqutre sufficient knowledge at our 
scl1ools to enable them to pass the ex
aminations set by the Council of 
Higl1er Education. 

Fa,ul t is f,ound with the provisions 
of the bill in re la ti on to the approv
al of the Superintendent to the reti,re-
1nent of the teacl1er at 55 if he be 
pl1ysic·ally unfit to continue his work 
I do not see what objection there can 
be to it. If a tea.cl1er attain 55 
yea;rs of age, and is physically able 
to continue the work of teacl1ing for 
another f1ive years, why pension him? 
Who is a better jud,ge of the work 
tl1e teache1r is doing or is able to do, 
than the Superintendent? The argu
ment of the hon. member that all 
teac·hers should be standardized and 
pald according·ly is not a sound one 
in 1relation to the teaching profes
sion in this country, because if you 
standardize them then there is no in
centive given or i11ducement held out 
to tl1e teacl1er to q uali~y for a highe:r 
class school, wherea.s when he knows 
tl1at he can add to his salary by be
coming more proficient in his p,rofes
sion, it is mora.lly certain that he is 
going to try, and as a consequence 
we will get in the future a mo:re ef
.fJicient class of teachers. 

A great deal of ·discussion has 
tal{en plac·e as to the results of our 
educational systems and the manner 
in whic·h pupils a;re being traine·d for 
positions in the business and trade of 
tl1is country. I am not unmind.ful, 
Sir; tl1at tl1ey are not as goo·d as all 
would wisl1, but this is not peculiar 
to this country. In United States 
whe;re immense sums 0f money are 
d~v9ted t<:> ~Q.\lcatien, .and the devis-

• ¥ - • ... 

in,g of ne\v systems, practically the 
same complaint is heard, for I find 
in reflerence to a periodical, 'Ame:rica' 
of March tl1e 9tl1 the following: 

"Our readers will ·recall the sharp 
criticisms published here in the East 
following the report of a 1rece.nt inci
dent at the Sta.te Normal School in 

·Trenton, N .J. A visiting committee 
ofl the New Jersey State Board of 
Education found that the future 
teachers receiving training in tl1at 
institution were deficient in spelling 
and sin.g·ularly unacquainted with 
other fundamentals. 

"But one may give unqualified as
sent to suggestions in favor of radical 
change in tl1e elementary schools. 
Justification is found in the c.onflession 
made by no les·s an authority than 
City Superintendent Maxwell, of New 
York, who supplies evidence in his 
annual report that "the public schools, 
jud.g·ed f1rom the products, which 
should be among the b,est turned out, 
are deficient in Englis.h and in ele
mentary arithmetic.' Thos,e pupils who 
have completed the elementary scl1ool 
course and .also that in the high 
schools 1reveal these defe·cts to such 
an extent "\vhen they seek admission 
to training· schools that Dir. Maxwell 
ha,s deemed it advisable to prescribe 
special tests. Those who drop out be
fore completing it and who go into 
business are criticised for their very 
obvious shortcomings by the bu.siness 
men who e1nl)loy them . 

"The declaration recently made by 
a member of the New Yorl{ Boa:rd of 
Examinex:s regarding the acceptance 
of such as seek normal training for 
future elementary sc11ool work should 
be gen.e1rally adopted. 

"It is an unfiortuna te thing tl1at 
so many persons strikin.gl,y deficient 
in oral English are allowed to 
pass· throu,gh the preparato1ry schools 
9'nQ. th~ 'c9lle·~es.. st·renuous efforts 
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should be made in such institutions to 
prepare 'those students to speak Eng-

-

lisl1 properly who intend to be~ome 
teachers. Many candidates fall to read 
simple passages in English witl1 
praper empl1asis, inflexion, pl1rasing 
. a11d expression; they fail to give or
dinary words found in suc·h passages 
reasonably cor.rect meanings; tl1ey 
mispronounce a considera,ble pe:rc·ent 
age of a list of fiftteen or t\venty or-

. ·dinary wo·rds selected ·at ;random; 
tl1ey fail lamentably to give correct 
accent for certain f,requent sounds of 
the Englisl1 language, like the sounds 
of th or ng; they .are unable to compose 
orally in good simple language a. brief 
story - of tl1eir own choosing. Tl1e 
Board of Exa.miners should, as far as 
possible continue to raise tl1e stand· 
ard of tl1e oral English exanilnation. 
,Pupils imitate the!r teachers, a .i1d in 
thepe days of slovenly English sp.~e-c 1.i, 

teachers 'vho use good models of Eng
lish, particularly in speec·h, ·should 1.e 
cl1osen, and those- failing ,in this re .. 
spect should be cast out. 

··T:1<~ discussion following the in
cident ,at Trenton has sp·read beyond 
the limits of New -Jersey, and now 
interest has been given to tl1e q11e .. "t 

tion much in evidence during the I :tst 
decade; 'What ails the Schools ?1 Here 
1n New York City Superintendent 
Maxwell bluntly answers: Nothing 
ails them; all that they need is a 'peri
od of repose from tl1e va.rious an'd dis
turbing invasion or external criti
cism.' To this l\1r. Metcalfe, writing 
in the New Yorlr Globe, replies: "ffiv
en -if our school system were on the 
whole, as good as .any in tl1e world, 
it should welcome honest and 
friendly criticism from every source, 
because it is more and more vital f·or: 
the health and well being of 'the ris
ing generation and the ref ore fo:r the 
futut·e or: the .nation." 

Th'is is a very caustic critic,isril on 

tl1e lacli" ot tr.aining : in American 
.. -

scl1ools wl1icl1 we complain so muc11 
of here, so that Vtrhen we take. into 
consideration the immense, resources 
'in tl1e way of state aid and private en· 
·downments of mill,ions of dollars, is 

' . 
it any wonder then with our meagre 
·resources tl1at tl1e results. of · our 
system sl1ould not .be free from tl1ose 
blemisl1e8 complained of. I ffn,d on 
reference to a.notl1er periodical, 'Tl1e . 
Education Times' ·of Feb., pubLished 
in London, tl1at competitive examina· 
tions .are not looked upon with that 
disfavor whicl1 tl1ey are here; on the 
contrary they are rega.rded as .a sort 

' 
· o~ a stimulus to pupil a11d teacher 
alike. This pape·r states: 

"1\fany teachers are of opinion that 
external examinations at early stageg 
of school lif'e are of doubtful value. On 
the other hand, there are many who 
regard suitable external examinafions 
as salutary -in effect, both as a stimu
lus and a test, even at quite early 
stages. -It is ··tor this reason that tl1e 
College of Preceptors c.ontinues to 
hold its Third Class and Lower forms 
Examinations, in spite of the .adverse 
opinions 1expresscd by some teachers. 
It is to be noted that these lower 
examinatfons were established at the 
urgent desire of head teachers, and 
tl1a t no pupil is subjected to these 
tests unless his . teacher considers 
them ·desirable. When the stage of 
the Juruor University Certificate (cor· 
responding to the Second Class Certi-
ficate of the College) is .reacl1ed, 
there is little danger of having to 
deal with minds too · immature for ex
ternal exam:.inations. The average age 
of candidates at this stage is about 15 
quite a suitable time to fac·e external 
competition. There is at ._present a 
definite need for examinations· of· tl1e 
degree of difficulty implied in the 
Junior University:- and College Sec-

,, 
ond -Class Examinations. 
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''So far as the College Preceptors is 
"conce·rned, . it may certainly be claim
ed tl1at it ·represe·nts a corporation oS 

· teachers acting in con1mon for tl1e 
. professional goo·d of teacl1ers and tl1e 

• 

. educational good of their pupils. 
\Vh.en a scheme ofi exa.minations is 
founded for teachers by teacl1ers, 

. ther.e can be no question of an attack 

. on the liberties of a pro~ssion." 

Reference is made to the percent
age of passes in the examinations as 

. low, and . it is advanced as another 
arg·ument, why ·competitive examina

. tions should be abolished, but when 
using the argun1ent hon. membe·rs 

· forgot, · or at least have not 1in:1ormed 
themselves of the fact, that the pe·r
centag·e is as high as in Great Britain 

·· or Ireland, and such being the case it 
Jacks force in the arrai.gnment o3 the 
system. Great Brita.in 11as been edu
cating its sons and daughters fo:r cen

·turies, whil'e we l1ave only been en-
gag·ed at the worlr for about a half a 

with ·disease from infancy ·becau.se of 
the want of .f.ood. Of wl1at value is 

education which dooms the millior1s 
to lives.· of suffering from tl1e moment 
tl1ey ope11 tl1e.ir eYes in tl1is life to the 
closing of thern in deat71? Far better 
that ou.r system. sl1ould be backward) 
.and im.p'erfec.t, if it is to bring forth 
results as I have described. It is. only 
within recent ·yea:rs . tl1at we have 
given much $erious thougl1t to edu
cation, and of recent date tl1e strides 
made 11ave been tremendous. Here
to::o,re in this country it wa.s not neces 
sary to be educated in literature, but 
the development of ;industry 11as 
created ·a .dema.nd for educa.ted boys 
and girls. . A higher order of intelli
gence is no\v ·requirfJd in the doing of . 
work, , bec·ause or the ·delicate and 

·complicated mach.inery ·of the modern 
factory and tl1e new system of o.r
ganization connecte·d with it,, as com
pared with tl1e old. \Ve compare 
favorably with our nearby neighbor, 

. century. Wl1at has been tl1e ·result Nova Scotia, whicl1 had a Un.iversity 
o~ . centuries of education there? True 
niany eminent men ·and ·women have 
left its great seats of learr1ing and 
have been beacon lights for all tl1at 
is g·ood and noble, but on tl1e otl1er 
·hand, ti·ied by tl1e proper ·· test, l1as ·it 
been g·ood for the millions, l1as it 
been productive of g·reater happiness 
and . prosperity for those \Vl1ose bacl\:S 
have been, and are to-day, bearing 
the burdens of soc.iety? vVe must 

. come to . tl1e .:0nclusion tl1at it has 
not. According to the report of~ the 

· Medical Superintendent ·4,000,000 out 
. of the· 6,000,000 · children \Vl10 attend 
the public schools in En1gland and 
vVales go there hungry anrl suffering 

-from various kinds of diseases, due to 
a lack in the home of the commonest 
necessa:ries of life. This state · of af
fairs does not exist here. Tl1ere is not 
a boy or ·girl attending ·our scl1ools 
wl10 does so. -'l11.1tlg'.1·y,--o:r , ~are · ma.tine.cl 

l 

at a time when la '\VS were pa.ssed and 
en:Jorced p:rohibiting settlements in 
tl1is country. The school attendance 
11ere is as great as there, and 011r 
scl1ools j11st as efficient, some of tl1em 

·of a 11ighe.r standard. I merely in-

stitute · tl1ese comparisons, Sir,for tl1e 
purpose of sl10'\ving tl1at education is 

not so backward l1ere as son1e think. 
· Tl1e.re are some , Who ho11estly and 
- s.incerely believe that tl1e denomina
tional system here retards tl1e ed11ca
tioilal growth o.f the country. It 11as 
been asserted in this Cl1amber, but in 
that co11tention I cannot .agree. We 
are a]"'"aYs lool\:ing to the material 
side of education; all our discussions 
11a, ve been ·directed to that encl. While 

. it is prope,: .. tl1at tl1e ·child should be 
eclucated to utilize . talents in tl1e n1a
tE·rial se11se, if \Ve stop tl1ere educa
tion becomes a curse instead· · of a 
blessing. ··· \i\Tl1at is ·education? It is 
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i)roperly speaking· tl1at wl1ich enables 
us to live mo.re completely, wl1icl1 
gives us a more perfect conscious11es3 
oS tl1e infinite weal t11 tl1ere is in life, 
in God, and His universe, and unless 
its aim be tl1e Cllltivation of these 
ideals and principles it is not rightly 
taugl1t. Educ.ation sl1ould consist in 
tl1e formation of tl1e '\Vhole man; 11and 
in hand with tl1e developm·ent of tl1c 
i11oral cl1aracter. Teach tl1e Jroutl1 to 
be a good citizen; but vvl1at is more 
in1pottant still, teacl1 11im to be a 
good Christian. Some tl1ere are wl10 
honestly believe tl1at eclucation, di
vorced from religion, sucl1 as exists 

·in t11e United States, is 1r1gl1t, and 
that tl1e cultivation of morals a11d 
training in religious ideals shoulcl be 
left to tl1e home and the Sunday 
Scl1ool; in otl:er words they thinlc 
that tl1ese tl1ings can exist separate]~ ... , 
whicl1 t1pon examination tl1ey will 
find is abs11rd. Hon. members n1ay say 

( that the trees in tl1e park out,side this 
J 

building· are separate. So they are 
to tl1e superficial obse;:-ver,to tl1e sl1al· 
low tl1fnker; but lool\: at tl1en1 more 
clos.ely a.nd you '\Vill see tl1a t t11~y 

are rooted in the soil a.nd dra'\V tl1ei r 
nourishment from it, the soil is 11elcl 
by tl1e rocl\:s beneatl1 it, the eartl1 
itself by the sun, and tl1e sun by tl1e 
systems of the heavens. If you separa· 
ted tll.e trees from tl1e soil it '\Vould 
per.isl1; in like manner will the mo;al 
character perish if you tear up tl1e 
root Y1l1icl1 nourisl1es and sustains the 
soul of man, reli,gio11. Tl1e godless 
;school system of tl1e United States is 
a strilring· example of tl1e illustration 
just g·iven. Nearly 11alf its po1)ula· 
ti on profess no relig·ion at all. In 
many cities ministe :·s are deplori11g 
the fact that their ch u1»ches are empty 
on Sunday; criminals g·o unvvl1ipped 
of justice because of the corrupt acl-
111inistratio11 of the 12w, and tl1e di· 
vorce co11rt is br0aking· up tens of 

• t ... < • • 

tl1ousand,s, of 11omes· .ancl .. legalizing 
' - - \,,, " • - 1 

polyg·amy. Any system of edt1cation 
\vl1icl1 educates a man witl1 tl1e idea 
that ltnowledg·e is va1uable only in 

l)fOl)Ortion as it is marketable, and 
pays no 11eed to tl1e things wl1icl1 so 
far as tl1e experienced eye can see 
11a v·e no value in tl1e inost of the 
world, is pernicious. Some of' tl1e 
boys now being educated in our 
scl1ools will be t11e futt1re ·leaders of 
the people; tl1erefore tl1ey must, in 
orde·t to be successful leaders, be in· 
structed fn tl1e ways of truth,. justice 
and rig"l1t. Boys and girls, we are told 
b)r exponents o! a system ·diff~rent 
from our ovvn, are encouraged in tl1e 
scl1ools tl1at 11ave grown up under 
sucl1 sy·ste1n,s, to lo\·e rigl1teousness. 
ai1d loftiness of purpose. Bt1t 110'\v? 
'l,l1at is the :roint. \Vliy sl1ould t11ey 
love righteous11ess and lo.ftiness of 
pt1;r;ose if ,t11ey are not sl1own the rea
sons for so doing; tl1at is, if tl1ej"' are 
not taugl1t to love and .:.ear the Omni
potent Being. "You cannot," · says 
Bird S. Coler, of Ne\v York, "teach 
morals in the sense that you teacl1 
spelling." Bel1ind eve~y la\v tl1at we 

11ave on our statute book is. tl1e au
thority of a living government; that 
is what mal\:es, it effective. The bane
ful effects of the godless sy,stem of 
education in tl1e United States 
otl1er countries are causing men 

and 
of 

all pl1ases of · :religious beliefs to . . . 

·come to tl1e conclusion tl1at tl1e ~ocial-
. ' - ' 

isn1 and materialism of tl1e age ~an 

011ly be .successfully .combatted by 
religion being· ta11g·ht in tl1e .scl1ool. 
'fl1ey ·realize tl1at a cl1ild cannot be 
di·viclecl up, lil{e a tene111ent 11ouse, 
into different rooms; de\'elopment of 
all the fac11lties n1oral and intellectt1· 
al n1ust talre place in tl1e scl1ool 
:room. The !Ion. Amasa Tl1ornton in 
tl1e Nortl1 American Review _,vrites: 

"I am a Protestant of tl1e firmest 
lrind. Tl1e Catl1olic Churc11 11as in-
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sisted that it is its duty to educate its 
child·ren in such a way as to f.ix re
ligious truths in tl1e youtl1ful mind. 
For this it has been assailed by the 
non-Catholic population; and Catl10. 
lies have been charged with bei11g 
enemies of tl1e people and of tl1e flag . . 
Any careful ob·server in tl1e city of. 
New York can see tl1at the only peo
ple as a class, who are teaching the 
children in the way that will secure 
the future of the best civilization are 
the Catholic.s; and altl1oug)1 a Pro
testant of tl1e firmest l\:ind, I believe 
the time 11as come to recog·nize this 
r~::i.ct, and for us to lay aside prejudices 
and patriotically meet tl1is. question. 
The" children and youth of tl1e day 
mtist·- be given such instructions in 
the trutb,s of tl1e bible a.ntl Cl1ristia.n 
precepts as will prevent tl1em in ma
ture years from swin.ging from tl1eit 
moorings and being swept into tl1e 
maelstrom of social and religious de-

• 
pravity which threatens to engulf the 
religion of the future. Such instruc-
tion can only b·e given successf11lly 
by an almost enti.re c11ang·e o] policy 
a11d . practice on the question of I'8· 

I.igious teachi11gs in the public scl1ools, 
and the encouragement of private 
schools in which sound religiot1s 
teaching is given." 

B.ishop Johnston (Episcopal), of 
Western Texas, says: 

"Gladstone said ·t11at a man educa
te.a intellectually but not morally 
may beco111e more dangerous than be
fore; and that is precisely tl1e case 
witl1 tl1e colored people. In tl1e pub
lic schools they receive no mo:·al in
struction, and while their wits are 
being sharpened, there is sc.a rcely any 
moral . strengtl1eni11g. Tl1is inability 

ofi the public scl1ools of our land to 
teach any systen1 of morals is g·oing 
to · lead within a few years, to a strug
gle t11e lil{e of which this cot1ntry has 

i 

never seen, and it will be with a 
generation that believes notl1ing at 
all."-Sermon preacl1ed in NEw Yor l{ 
June lOth 1 1901. 

Tl1e Age of Steel. Octobe :~, 1896. 
"A boy may be l{ept at scl1ool for 

several years, but if his 11eart 'is not 
educated with his 11ead, 11is con4 

science vvltl1 11is memory,a l\:nowled.ge 
of aritl1n1etic and skill in penn1anship, 
of the date of the battle o:( Hunl{e:r 
Hill and tl1e numb~r of gallons of 
water in Lal{e l\tlicl1iga.n, are no guar
a11tee that lie will not u·se 11is acc1 uir
ed l{nowledge in putting tl1e :dnishing 
toucl1es to a.s consummate a scoundrel . 
as ever entered a l)rison cell. So far 
as education goes, there 9.re rascals 
\V"l10 understand geon1etry, and ~a.n 

• 

g"i \re ) ... ou tl1e distance of the sun, 
moon a11d stars,as easily a·s a ~~ailway 

conductor can punch a mileage 
bouk."-Fred Woodrow. 

President Hycle of Bowdoin College, 
befo.re the Massachusetts Teachers· 
Association of Boston, November 
18f)6: 

'''1..,l1e public· school must do more 
than it has been doing if it is to be 
a real educator of youth and an ef~ 

fective supporter of the State. It puts 
tl1e key o~ lrnowledg·e in tl1e child's 
hand, but fails to open the t :easures 
of w'isdom to 11is heart and mind. Of 
wl1at use is it to teacl1 a cl1ilcl 11ow to 

read, if 11e care to read notl1ing but 
the sensational accounts of crime. 
Tl1ese people wl10 kno'\v 110\v to read 
and '\V::nite and cipl1er, ancl 1{110\V little 
else-these are the people vvl10 f'ur
nish · fuel for A. P. A. fanaticism
who subst:tute theosophy for religion, 
passion for mo!ra.lity, impulse -Dor 
reason, crazes and caprice for con
science · and tl1e Constitution." 

Fron1 tl1e Education Review, Feb., 
18£)8: 

"A .little less than fifty per cent. 

... 
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of all tl1e cl1ildren o:J our col1ntry fre
quent any Sunday Scl1ool. The m·ean· 
ing of tl1ese figure·s is simply over
whelming. Mo~~e tl1an one-l1alf of 
the children of this land now receive 
i10 religious education. E\ren this 
feature does not show all the truth. 
It seems to admit that those who at
tend Sunday School are :receiving 
proper religious instruction; but 
every one knows this cannot be grant
ed."-Dr. Levi Seeley, of tl1e State 
Normal School, Trenton, N .J. 

Dr. Wallace Radcliffe (Presbytetri
a11): 

"In our church life we recognize 
tl1e Trinity, Home, school, and 
ch u:ch, a triple cord not ·easily 
broken. Tl1e home is a school, the 
school is. a 11ome. It i.s an t1nintelli
gible Christianity wl1icl1 loses sight 
of this important factor (tl1e scl1ool) 
in our church. It is something tl1at 
your cl1ildren go to school; it is more 
that they go to a school o~ your own 
religious belief. Therefore, we sum
mon you to bring up your child:ren in 
your own faitl1. Let us establisl1 
schools and teach our religious con
victions."-vVasl1ington, D.C., Oct. 7, 
1900. 

Rev. D. E. T. Wolf, Prof.essor at 
Gettysbl1rg Tl1eolog'ical Seminary be
:1ore the Evang·elical All_iance: 

"lVIoral training 11as fo:; the most 
part been cast out of our public 
schools. Every faculty, ·except tl1e 

. 

highest and noble·st, is exercised and 
invigo1rated; but the crownin.g faculty . 
-that wl1icl1 is ·desig·ned to animate 
and govern all otl1ers-is contemptu
ously ignored; and unless its educa
tion can be secured our you11g men 
and women will be graduated f:rom 
our schools as moral imbeciles. This 
country is facing a grav~ social prob
lem."-The Philadelphia P.ress, De
cember 4, 190~~ 

' ' • I 

• 

Rev. Dr. Wasl1ington ·Gladden, Co-
l11mbt1s, Ohio, in an address. at 
Yale Uni\rersity, April, 1902: 

" i\ll that saves the public school 
from Tuin in many cities is the self
sacrificing worl{ of the teachers. 
There is a marked tendency in these 
schools to lowe.r the ·standard of 
education by 
making us. 
race." 

eliminating God and 
a sordid, money-hu.nting 

Rev·. W. Monta.gue Geer {Episco-
pa.lian) before the Sons of the Revo· 
lution, in New York City, just after 
the ·death of P:resident Mc·Kinley: 

"The dreadful cala.mity looks very 
much lil~e a ·visitation to us of the· 
wrath OJ tl1e Most High. We must 
g·et back to the guiding principles of 
our forefatl1e:-s. Tl1ere were two evils 
in our g·reat country first the .sin of 
sla\reity-that we can master and are 
ma·stering. Is there, tl1en, any evil 
still in the land, so widespread as to 
call ·down the wrath of1 God upon us? 
T11ere i.s. Our Godless system of 
education is a far worse crime than 
slavery or intemperance. I believe 
tl1at tl1e United States is suffering 
f~~om tl1e wratl1 of' God to-day becau1se 
our l)eople have consented to tl1e ban
ishment of Jes us Christ i'rom the daily 
Ii·ve.8 of our children. If to-day Cl1i:ist 
were on ea:rtl1 and should enter al
most a.ny public scl1oolhouse in tl1e 
country, tl1e teacher acting under in
struction would show Him the door. 
If, on the othe~~ hand. He were· to 
enter any of our1 private (parochial) 
schools, He would be worshipped by 
teacher and scl1olar.s on bended lrnee. 
Here is our flault, here is our sin. 
The question now is: to wha.t extent 
can we remould and iremodel our 
educational system? Almost any sys.. 
tern is better than the present one. It 
would be infinitely better to divide 
up the money received from ·.the 

. - . 
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school tax among tl1e various Chris
tian ·denom·inations ancl tl1e He
brews than to continue tl1e present 
irreligious system"-St. Paul's Cl111rch 
Ne·w York City, Sep~ 1901. 

From the New York Sun, April 14, 
1902: 

"Popular educa;tion has everyvvhere 
been . largely secularized, and that pro
cess is still going on. Sunday schools 
or other secondary influences can 
scarcely counteract tl1e general ba11ish
men t of religion firom tl1e train·ing· of 
tlie child." 

\ 

·Rev: Henry C. Minton, of California 
(Presbyterian), l\'Ioderator of the Gen
eral Assembly: 

"Is our educational machinery sub
sidiary to its only 'vorthy end, viz: 
The fashioning of character? I-Ia ve 
\Ve, so 111orbidly afraid of uniti11g 
Cl1urch and State, gone so far as to 

; 

disunite God fro1n the State? This is 
a most serious qt1estion. Tl1e faith of 
ou.r so11s and daughters is involved, 
and the kingdom of God in this coun
try is involved. Our school system is 
not an organized skepticism, b11t ·a 
God forgotten sec·u1arism."-Philadel-
1)l1ia, l\1ay 19tl1, 1901. 

Rev. Dt. David H. Greer, (Episcopal) 
before the G-eneral Episcopal Conve11-
tion: 

"Education needs something n1ore 
tl1an mental training a11d culture to 
make m·en pure arid keep the1n so. It 
needs that culture and training be in
spired by religio11. T11e Episcopal 
ClJ.urch is not satisfiecl witl1 the pre
sent system of public schools, because 
religion is not taugl1t in the111. These 
schools shot1ld not only turn out "rell 
ec1uipped yo1111g men and -vvomen, but 
Christian as \'lell."-\VaslJ,ington, D.C., 
Oct. 22, 1898. 

The same Episc61)al Convention de
creed: 

"That the bisl1ops a11d clergy remind 
the people of tl1eir duty to support and 
build up our .o\vn :schools ~nd colleges, 

and to make edt1cation under the aus
pices· of the Protestant Episcopal 
Cliurcl1 st1perior in all respects to that 
afforded in other institutions." 

From the N e\v Yorlr Times: 
. "The movement of the Roman Catli

olics to secure a system of education 
\vhich shall not ignore religion is a 
n1ovement in the right direction. 
Their self sacrificing efforts maintain
i11g tl1eir parochial schools for this 
purpose ought to cause us Protestants 
to blusl1, when it is co1npared witl1 our 
own indifference in this matter. The 
relig·ious itraining of Protestant child
ren is left aln1ost entirely to tl1e Sun
day school, \vhere the great bullt of 
the teachers are so inefficient and in
different, that they exert no moral in
fluence over itheir charges. The bitter
ness \vhicl1 11as existed bet\veen Pro
testants and Romanists has become so 
n1t1cl1 a matter of the past that it 
ought to be possible to agree upon 
some plan \vhereby our youths can re
ceive some lrind of religious training 
in the p11blic schools. Surely every 
Christian· \vill rejoi~a to have such re
ligion given, so that our children \Vill 
not gro\v up wholly irreligious, and 
thus 'become a inenace to the well-be
ing of society.-A Protestant, l\1arcl1 
1, 1900. 

The Christian Union tl1us \vrites: 
"Tl1e time has come for a vigorous 

\·var t1pon tl1e popular notio11 that re
ligio~J. can be excluded from any sys
tem of education. Tl1e secularization 
of tl1e public schools is false in psy
cl1ology. It assumes rthat a child ca11 
be divided up lilre a tene1nent 11ouse 
into different roo1ns, part dev~eloped 

and part left unuevelo1)ed. Tl1is is 
not true. It assumes tl1at religio11 is 
something· apart from life. Tl1is con
ccptio11 of religion is wholly pernici
ous." 

• 

The Methodist vvrites editorially: 
·"In our judgment tl1e denomi11ation

al scl1ools of the .land, as compared 
\Vith the purely seculr.x er State 
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schoo~3 , are on mc r a l grot111ds incon1-
para bly t l1e sa fe r. Our State institu
tions as a general t l1in g· are hotbeds of 
infidelity-n e t less tha11 of vice. That 
unbelief sl1ould be fostered and fo
mented tl1erein is not unnatural. We 
thorot1ghly believe that our churcl1 
sh ould invest at least ten millions of 
dollars, i11 t he n ext ten years, in de
nominational schools. Why? Because 
vle believe this system is the Ameri
can one a n d the only safe one."-Lit
erary D1igest. 

'I·l1e cry of t h8 Sccia lisit and the In
fide l t o-day is "g iv e u s the school i11 
order that \Ve 111ay uproot and destroy 
Christianity," a n d a pparently there are 
many-very n1any-in the \Vorld vvho 
are prepared to do so, not that tl1ey 
desire the overthrovv of Cl1r istianity, 
but because their idea of education 
pern1its t l1en1 to look no farther afield 
than rtl1e material s ide of it. . The 
sch ool such as we have may have its 
·defects and vvl1at 11urnan institutions 
l1a ve n ot ?-but at least an education 
is imparted there in conjunction vviJth 
religion. Tt1e system that trains the 
yot1th and de111ands of him when he 
g;rcr\\'"S into manhood, if he be an em
plo:fee, tl1at h e shall worlr for his 
n1aster dilige11tly, that 11e n1ust be 

' ' 

l1one,st .and truthful and protect 11is 
em1)loyer 's inter es t a s carefully as if 
tl1ey ':vere 11is own; and, if 11e be an 
employer, tl1at he shall not and must 

not defraud t11e worker o.J 11is hire, 
tl1at h e n1ust be jt1st in his business 
dealings a n d r elations with society, 
rtl1at 11e inust not covet his neighbor's 
goods, t hat he n1t1st not oppress the 
poor, nor live for himself alone. What 
avails education if these principles are 
lost sigl1t of and relegated to the 
scrap heap. I -vvould rather thrut my 
sons \vould understand fully the Lord's 
Prayer than h ave them win the high-

est scl1olastic degree, if the gaining of 
it meant that . it would in ithe future 
m ake them careless o·r indifferent . to 

the beautiful and sul)lin1e 
ta11gl1t in that prayer. 

1e-ssons 

The great majority look upon :tl1e 
scl1ool as the only place where an 
education can be obtained. Nothing is 
more fallacious. The ii1stitutions that 
educate are the home, civil society, 
the state, the church, and the school. 
The school is but incidental to educa~ 
tion. Some of the men who played the 
g·reatest parts in the world's history; 
did not kno\v how to read or write, 
01tl1ers could only do so very imper
fectly. The n1en who hevved tl1e path 
and de1nonstrated the greatness of the 
Canadia11 Nortl1 West were not edu
cated; the men vvho laid the founda
tion o·f rthe United States industrial 
greatness and her political institutions 
did not come from seats of learning·. 
Tl1e · Co111pany \Vhose cable runs sea
ward from Signal I-Iill and connects 
this Island with the· Mother country, 
the corner stone of that company was 
laid by an Irishma11, John \V. MacKay, 
who \Vas not educated, because the 
la \VS i11 his cou11try at the time mad.e it 
in1possible for 11in1 to acquire an edu
cation. Education does not co11sist of 
bei11.g able to read a11d write, and hav-

- . 
ing a kno\vledge of the classics. To 
think that a man is illiterate because 
he cannot read or write is not alto
g·ether correct. A man who can build 
his boat, lJuild 11is hot1se, make l1is 
nets, and rig 11is boat, as ·all our fish
ermc~ can do is not an uneducated 
n1an; 11e is really a skilled 'vorkman. 

I have to apologise, Mr. President, 
for detaining the House upon this mat
ter, but felt that occasion required 
son1e explanation upon -my pavt of the 
attitt1de of the Government in relation 
to the Council of Higher Education. I 
11ave no doubt that the discussion 
vvhich has take11 place in rthis Chamb-

-er will be of great benefit to the Mem
bers of the Council of Higher Educa-

' 

tiori, because I feel sure that they will 
read with interest the remarks and 
criticisms of hon. gentlemen, like Hou. 
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M.r . . Robinso~, who have such an inti· 
mate kno,vledge of education and its 
re.quirements. 

The Bill 'vas then read a second 
time, and on motion of Hon. Mr. 

' . . 

Bishop, 'vas referred to Committee to-
, I 

morro,v. 
Seconcl Reading of Pension Bill. 
HON. MR. BISHOP.-Mr. President, 

there is nothing in this Bill 'vhich calls 
for explanation. I would simply 
move its second reading. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time, and on motion of Hon. Mr. 
Bishop, referred to Committee to
morrow. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Bishop the 
House adjourned till Thursday at 4 

p.nl. 

Thursday, March 28th. 
Council met at 4.30 p.m·. 
On .motion of Hon. Mr. Bisl1op the 

I-louse ·resolved itself into Committee 
on the Education Bill, Hon. Mr. Mc· 
Grath in the chair. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I wish to 
move a slight amendment to sub-sec· 
tion l, after the first sentence to in
sert the words "no such pension shall 
be less ; than that paid under the Pen
sion Scheme of 1903." It has been 
pointed out that ther.e is a possibility 
tl1at under tl1e Bill as it now stands, 
a teacl1er may receive less as a pen
sion than 11e could have under the 
Teachers' Pension Scheme, i.e. $100. 

.HON. MR. BISHOP-In addition 
to the amenc1m,ent 'vhich I 11ave 
alrea·dy named, I propose to change 
sub-section s· so that tl1e words "3 
per cent," shall read "6 per cent." 
The effect of t11e change will be tl1at 
i11 the event of the death of a teacher 
l1is legal representatives shall be en
titled to withdraw the amount that 
l1e has paid in with 6 per cent. inte,r· 
est, and the section will l"ead: "In 
case of , the death of any contributor 
to this ~und before he shall have en· 

tered upo11 his pension, the whole 
sum lie has contributed, with com
pound interest at 6 per cent, shall be 
returned to his legal rep·resentatives, 
provided he has not fo1rfeited his 
claim under sub-sections (11) or 
(14)" 

, HON. MR. BISHOP moved that tl1e 
first word or section 2, "that," be 
stricken out, and that the 1section 
commence with tl1e words ''The 

amount.'' 
HON. MR. PITTS-May I ask, in 

connection with section 5, whethe,r 
the school g·rant will be paid monthly 
instead of quarterly, as no,v'? 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I ·don't quite 
understand. 

HON MR. PITTS-The grants are 
now paid quarterly to the Superin~ 

tendents, on Education. Will they be 
paid monthly? 

' 

HON. MR. BISHOP-The augmen-
tation ~rants are to· be paid monthly 
instead of quarterly, as. now'? 

HON. MR. PITTS-Well, then the 
School Boards will be in the po.si
tion of being without funds. if they 
,are paid quaJ'te,rly and they have to · 
pay the teac·her.s. monthly. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I think pos· 
sibly, Mr. Chairman, that the Hon. 
1\fr. Pitts is somewhat under a m:is-
under.standing. The tea.chers' che1-
ques are all sent out from the Col .. 
onial Secretary's Office. 

HON. MR. PITTS-Salaries? 
HON MR. BISHOP.:....Yes. 

HON. MR. PITTS-Oh, that is all 
right, then. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-Mr. Cl1air
nlan, I am a ware that this is a money 
bill, but the principle of amenclm.ent 
having been admitted', an·d two or, 
tl1ree amendments. having been propos,. 
ed, I intend to ask the Leader of the 
Govern,ment in tl1is Chamber to ac·· 
cept another amendment. He can 
bt1t refuse. The amendm,ent. that I 

• 
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intend to· propose is tl1at tl1e follow .. 
ing words be added to this section: 
"but no ·Ch'ild under ,the age of· 14 
year.s at the ttm:e of such examination 
shall be permitted to e.n ter as a candi · 
date fo,r any competitive1 exa~mination 

11eld under the auspic.es of: tl1e said 
Council of Higl1er Education." 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-1\!Ir. Chair-
n1an the debate upon this bill has 

' been most inte·resting and the publica-
tion of the· 1speecl1es. in the va.riot1s 
newspapers '\Vill afford some instruc
tive reading for a great number of the 
readers around tl1e Island. The 
speech w:itl1 whic·h we w.ere favored 
by tl1e Hon. Gentleman who has, just 
proposed an amend1ment to the bill 
was a.n exl1austive one. It wa,s inter
esting·; it was instructive; as was 
also, .sir, tl1e 1speecl1 vvitl1 wl1icl1 you 
(I-Ion. Mr. McGrath) were· good 
enough to favor us. I have now to 
say that the· remarks wl1ic·h ha.ve 
been passed in this connection are 
enti:rely ·in accord with what has been 
pasrsing · tl1rough my own mind for a 
very lon.g time. It ·must be g·ratify
ing, I a1~ sure, to the· Hon. Mr. Rob
inson that the report tabled yester
day in the lower House by the Sup
erintendent of Education unde,r tl1e· 

I 

Ch urc·h of Eng· land Boards s·o.1 fully 
exonerates tl1e pos.ition taken by him. 
The an1endment which the hon. 
g·entleman now propo1se.s I a·m sorry 
that I cannot at tl1is stag·e admit; but 
I am inclined to tl1ink, Mr. Chair-
man, that in view of tl1e attitude 
taken by the various speakers h~re, 

and wl1at will probably follow in the 
public press. in conseqeunce of tl1ose 
plain and' ot1tspol{en speeches will 
probably lead the Gover11ment, be" 
fore another session~to fully cohsider 
this Education Act; and tl1ough I 

have no au·thority to speak for th~ 

Government at the pres.ent times, still 
I think it is qu'ite possible that before 

anotl1er session ·comes. roun9. w~ may 
expect to se.e same amen-O:r;nents to the 
bill a.s it is now be~ore us. 

l a1n greatly ple.ased· witl;l tl1e way 
in wl1ich tl1is matter has been taken 
up by tl1e House. It .i.s gratifyin.g, I 

believe, to every · m·ember of the 
House tl1at tl1is interest should. b,e 
shown. I regret, tl1erefore·, as. I 
11ave said, that I cannot at the p1r 1es
ent n1oment admit the amendment 
proposed by the Hon. Mr. Robinson, 
and I hope that he will consent to 
withdraw it for the present. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON.-Mr. Chai1 .. -
n1an I have no objection to. with·draw ' . 

ing the amendment. I propose1d it 
merely to ·put ·m1yself on record. 

I am .sorry to again have to ad .. 
dress tl1is Hous.e·, but in my addre,ss 
tl1e otl1er ·day I unintentionally rnarle 
an incorrect state1ment. The fault 
was not mine but I don't wish any 

' incor-rect statement to go abr·oad and 
I therefore desire to c·orrect it now. 
In connection with this matter !---asked 
certain questions, one of which was 
as to the number constituting the 
Council of Hfgl1er Education. The re
ply I received, and on which I based 
my remarks·, wa,s. ''27 members.'' The 
last Act that I looked up n~med 26, 
but I pre1sumed that the statement 
witl1 whicl1 we were fur,nishe·d was 
correct~ and I did not trouble to go 
'into the n1atter. Some of 'IDY figures 
were not tl1erefore, quite correct. I 

. ' 
sl1ould have based them on 26 ins~ead 
of 27. As I have said the fault was 

' ' 

not mine, and I me:rely µiake this 
statement so as to avoid a.ny c1ue,s
tion as to accuracy. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I just want 
to say, Mr. Cha.irman, that I am sorry 
that any information which was given 
th.e hon. gentleman was incorrect. It 
was obtained fro1n the Secretary of 
the Council and I had u.o reason· to 

' believe that there was a-nything wrong 
•about it. 
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HON. MR. ROBINSON-I don't 
wish the hon. gentleman to think tl1at 
I am criticising. Mr. Wilson drew !lTiiY 

attention to the e.rror. I am c1uite 
sure it was an accident. 

The Committee rose and repo·rted 
tl1at it had pa.s.sed with so1me amend
ments. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be read a third time on to-mor
row. 

Coimmittee on Pension Bill. 
HON. MR. AYRE took the Cha.ir of 

tl1e Committee. 
The Committee rose and reported 

tha,t it had passed the Bill without 
a.mendment. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved tl1at the 
Bill be 1read a thir1d time to-morrow. 

HON. MR. PRESIDENT read mes
sag·es. from, House of As.se1nbly that they 
had passed the Ml1nicipal Bill, Cus
toms Bill, Pharmacy Bill and Grand 
Bank Harbor Bill, in wl1ic.h tl18y r·e

quested the Council's concurren0e. 
HON. MR. BISHOP moved that tl1e 

Bill "A11 Act furtl1er to an1end tl1e 
lVIunicipal Council Act of 1902," be 
rea,d first time. 

rrhe Bill was theret1pon read a first 
time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that it 
be read a second time to-morrow. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Moved tl1e 
fdr:st reading of the Bill, entitled "An 
Act to a1mend the Customs Act, 
1898." 

The bill was thereupon read a first 
time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be re.ad a .second time to-mo:rrow. 

HON. MR. BISHOP iIDOVed that the 
Bill entitled "A,n Act to amend 10 Ed. 
VII., Cap. 4, be read a first time. 

Tl1e Bill was thereupon read a first 
time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill entitled, "An Act to aim·en·d tl1e 
Act respecting· tl1e Control and Man-

; 

a.geiment of the Harbor of Grand 
Bank," be read a f.irst time. 

The Bill was thereupon read a first 
time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be read a second time to-mo.rro·w. 

HON. MR. BISHOP begged to lay 
upon the table of the House Report 
of the· Public Schools of N·ewfound
land under Church of Engla1nd Boar·ds 
for the. year· end1ing the 30th June.1911 

On motion of 1'Ion. lVIr. Bishop the 
Holtse adjol1rned until to-morro\V at 
4.30. 

FRIDAY, Mar. 29, 1912. 

The· Council met at 4.30 p. m., pur1.. 
suant to adjournment. 

On motion of HON. MR. BISHOP 
the· Ed 11cation and Pe·nrs'ion Bills 
were· ·read a thi1rd time and passe·d 
and it was ordered that they be sent 
to the As.se·mbly with a me1ssa1ge that 
tl1e Council had passed the same, the 
for111er with some amentllmient and 
tl1e latter w.ithout a:m1endment. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved tl1e Se
cond Reading of the· Municipal Act, 
1902 Am.endment Bill, and said: The ' . 

object o:-' this Bill js to pe1~m 1it the St. 
Jol1n's Munic.ipal Col1ncil to acquire 
and hold lands outside the city limits. 
wl1icl1 t1nder tl1e existing law they 
are not permitted/ to do. It arises 
from the purcha.s.e by Messrs. Bow
ring B-ros. of tl1e property known as 
Rae · Island Farim_ and presentation of 
tl1e same to tl1e city of St. John's, Tl1e 
firm of Bo-vvring Bros., as is well 
known decided to mark their cen-

' 
te11ary-tl1eir hundr.ed years of: tracl-
ing· in tl1is Colony--by presenting to 
tl1e city the sum of $50,000 cove:-
ering a perio·d of five years, and as a 
comm·encement have decided to pur
.cl1ase tl1is property and expend there
on tl1e sum of $10,000. Tl1is is hand
ed over to the Municipal Council and 

• tl1e present Bill is to give tl1e -latter 
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power to accept and control that pro
perty. I beg to move the Second 
Reading. 

The Bill was read a second time 
and on motion of HON. MR. BISHOP 
orcle·red to be sent to a Committee 
O~· tl1e vVhole House to-morrow. 

Second Reading of Customs Act, 
1898 An1endment B:ill. 

HON. Mr. BISHOP-The object 
of this. amen;dment ·is to, include tl1e 
United Sta,tes with Canada, Gre.at 
Britain and Irela.nd in deciding on 
tl1e valuei for ·duty on g·oods. Tl1e la.w 
as it, at pres.ent sta.nds provides tl1at 
jnland :f1reigl1ts hav.e to be taken 
into .account in determining the value 
of g·oods imported from the U. S. 
Tl1is a,rose firom tl1e onilssion or over 

·.sight 'vl1en the Act was la.st amended 
ancl it is now decdde·d' that Great Bri
tain, Canada .and tl1e United States 
shall pa.y duty on tl1e invoice-d value. 
Tl1e otl1e.r section of the BJll is to 
cl1ang·e tl1e pe11al ty for persons ob
taining access to bonded ·goods in 
railwa.y cars or any other dutiable 

. . 
place; instea,d .of a fixed penalty or 
imprisonment, the person guilty may 
be fined an amount not exceeding 
$400 or may be impr:isoned for a 
term not exceeding on·e year, or n1ay 
be subjected to both fine and impri
sonment. I beg to move the Second 
Reading. 

The Bill was read a second: time 
an·d ordered to be committed on to
morrow. 

Second Reading Pharmacy Act, 
1910 Am.:endment B1!l. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Section 10 of 
tl1e Pharmacy Act prohibits. the sale 
of poisons, but does not prohibit 
tl1ai·r ·importation and it is. now p1ro
posed to add to the Act the prohibi
tion of their importation as w·ell as 
sale. I beg to move the Second 
Reading. 

Bill was read a second time and 

ordered to b-e ref e.rred to Committee 
on to-morrow. 

Second Reading Grand Bank Har
bor Control Amendment Bill. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-The object 
of this Bill is to f.ree the reside.n ts of 
·Gra.nd Bank from the payment of 

harbor du·es .and other cl1ar,ges in 
con.nection with Gra.nd Bank harbor 
'vhich were self-imposed. Being un
able for many years to obtain the ne
cessary fu,n·ds for tl1e1 improvement or 
th-eir 11arbor the inhabitants .submit-, 
te1d · an .off er to the Government o,fl 

tl1e day by whicl1 tl1ey undertook to 
expend lar.ge sum1S· of money th.er;.n
selv.es on conditions tl1at the Gove1rn
ment would contribute to the dre,d1g
in.g and othe.r necessary work, and 

' ' . 

also requested· tl1a t tl1ey be p·ermi tterd 
. 

to borrow certa.in su1m1s of money C'or 
tl1at pu.!rpose. There is no, other 

. . 

place around the islan:d where any 
ma:rine works o·r ha;r·bor impr·ove
ments are a tax on its people., and it 
ha,s been decided that it is unfair to 
expect the people of Grand Bank any 
mo1r~e than a.nywhere else to bear bu·r
dens of that k:ind and the Govern
m.en t 11a ve decide,d to free them fwom 
that g·rievance. I beg to move tl1e 
Second Reading of the Bill. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON..,-! warmly 
support the Bill ·as an act of tardy 
justice to some of the most deserv
ing and public sp-irited. citizens in 
tl1e island who, when refused rights 
an·d privileg·es. enjoyed by others, 
voluntarily assumed obligations. for 
many years. f:rom the unjust burde·ns 
of which they will be relieved by 
this Act and by the remission of the 
self-imposed coal duties under the 
Reve,nue Bills of this. year. 

The Bill was read a second time 
and on motion of HON. MR. BISHOP 
was ordered to be ref erred to Com
mittee to,..morrow . 
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HON. MR. PRES1IDENT read mes- reported that they had p·assed -tl1e 
sages: fro·m the· Ho.u.se, o~ Assembly that 

tl1ey had passed the Bill to amend 
the law reJating to Copyright, the 

' 

Rail way L,oan Bill and 
' 

amend the law relating to 
wl1ich they requested the 
concurrence. 

a Bill to 
Banlrs, in 

Counc:il's 

On n1o·tion of HON. MR. BISHOP 

these Bills were :read a first time and 
ordered to be read a second tim·e on 
to-morrow. 

HON. MR. BISHOP tabled tl1e re
port of the Public Schools i.n tl1e Is
land under l\1etho·dist Boarrds. 

On m.otion of HON. MR. BISHOP 

the House a.djourned till Monday, at 
4 p.m. 

MONDAY, Aprlil 1st. 

Tl1e House n1et at 4 p.m., pursuant 
to adjournment. 

Tl1e Committee on Municipal Act 
Aim.endment Bill. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved tl1at 
the House resolve itself into Commit
tee of the Whole on this Bill. · 

·MR. PRESIDENT le:it the Cl1air. 

HON. MR. MILLEY took tl1e Chair 
of the Committee: 
After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman f:rom the Committee 
repor.ted tl1at they had passed the Bill 
'vithout amendment. 

·HON. MR. BISHOP moveid that the 
Bill be read a thir·d time on to•rnor
row. 

Committee on Pharmacy Act, 1910, 
Amendment Bill. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
House ·resolved itself into Contmittee 
of the Whole on this Bill. 

MR. PRESIDENT left the Chair. 
HON. DR. SKELTON took tl1e 

Cha·ir of the Committee·. 
After so1ne time the Hous~ resum-, 

e·d. 
The Chairman from the Connmittee 

• 

Bill witl1out amendment. 
HON. MR. BISHOP movecl tl1at tl1e 

Bill be re.ad a tl1ird time on to-mor
ro.w. 

Committee on Grand Bank Harbor 
Control Ame.ndment Bill. 

HON. MR. BISHOP mt)Ved th.at the 
House resolve itself into Committee 
o~ the vVhole on this Bill. 

HON. PRESIDENT left the Chair. 

HON. MR. McGRATH took tl1e 
Chair of tl1e Comm'i ttee. 

After sam,e time the House resume.d. 
The Cl1airman from tl1e Committee 

• 
reported that they had passed the Bill 
without amendment. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill be read a tl1ird time on to-mo1r '.f'OW. 

Second reading of Copyri~h,t B'ill. 
HON. MR. BISHOP moved that this 

Bill be de~erred. 
Second reading of Railway 

Bill 
Loan 

HON. MR. BISHOP movei tl1e sec
ond reading of this Bill. I 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-I sl1ould 
be glad if this Bill could be deferred, 
for the present at any rate, as I have 
not been able to post myse1:, as. to 
tl1e cl1aracter of it. 

It see1m,s an unfortunate thing tl1a.t 
this. Colony should have to go begging 
again, or bar.rowing. We have bor
rowed up to the p1resent time '\rery 
largely. and I tl1ink as much as we 
can affor·d to borro:\v, with our in
come. vVe are inc.urring a very larg9 
debt, and eve1rybody knows what the 
resu1t of gettin.g too muc11 in debt is. 
It appear.s , to me tha.t we are going 
on in a cheerfiul, happ-y-go-lucky sort 
of way incurrin.g debt, re·gardless of 
our ability to meet it. Tv10 years a.go, 
when the ·debt for the railway was 
fi11"s.t started w.e were told that $4,-
000,000 would be ample to complete 
the work. At present the bra.nches 
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are not ,anything like completed, a.nd 
it will be a long time be;ore they '1Till 
be, and novv we are going _ into the 
n1arket to borrow ag·ain. If we go on 
in tl1i.s wa.y it will only be a c1uestion 
of time before the· e.i1d 0omes. There 
is an end to everytl1ing. There is a 
limit beyond whicl1 a person cannot 
go, and wl1at applies to an individual 
also applies to a ·Gover,nment. ·Every 
person if 11e is 11onest, be~oire incur
ring debt first consider»s ho\V he is 
going to pay it. I state,d two years ago 
from my seat 11ere tl1at I wa.s t1nder 
the impression that $4,000,000 would 
not be enough, and that before the 
railway was built the amount required 
would be nearer $8,000,000 than 
$4,000,000. I an1 so·rry to .f1ind that 
from p,resent appearances my fore
cast wa,s true. vVe are going borrow
ing all the time. We have a.n -o,1er
flowing 1revenue, but tl1at cannot con
tinue. It is natural that we should 

· get large revenues because' of the em
ployment that is, being g·iven, because· 
tl1e exp en di ture of) tl1is borrowed 
n1oney 11as put a large amount of 

money in ci:rct1lation and we, w.ill con-
' tin tie to ,get large reve.n ues as long as 

'11e go on borrowin.g money and bt1ild
ing brancl1 railway.s; but as soon as 
we stop borrowing and discontinue 
building railways what is to occur? 
Tl1e men that have been employed in 
that wo ~~k will be t11rown out of em, 
ploy~ment; they \Vill 11ave tired of tl1e 
flsl1,eries, and will not feel inclined 
to go baclt, and the only tl1ing fo.r 
them to do -vvill be to leave· the coun
try. · Tl1at will mean a Teduction. of 
reven11e-tl1e reduced expenditure on 
labour must mean: a reduction of the 
income through tl1e Custom House. 

I feel badly about this matte1r. I 
11a ve lived in tl1is co11ntry now some 
53 or 54 years, and I should be ve,ry 

. sorry to see the c·ountry o·r its .. finaru
tes co,me to grief; but I can see no 

otl1er result. As soon as the income 
ceases tl1e difficulty will be to get the 
money necessary to pay tl1e inte,rest 
on tl1e debt 've are incurrin1g. No 
doubt tl1e tl1i11g appears very rosy at 
the present ti1ne ! no doubt some are 
·doing· ·v·ery well by it; but ·even the 
laborers are not making a great deal 
Although they are nominally getting 
large pay, it does not amount to very 
m;ucl1 because by the time th:ey take 

' out of it wl1at is crec1uired to keep 
tl1em at the prices, which are being 
charged, the-re is very little left. Tl1e 
reason whicl1 induces them to work 
on the railroad ·is because they ha.ndle 
ready money, but very few ofl them 
have· much left to cariry them over 
the winter. 

I regret that I had not time to give 
more attention to this Bill,or I would 
11a ve prepared some remarks, but 
possibly when tl1e Bill comes · int-0 
Committee I sl1all 11ave· more to say 
on tl1e watter. 

HON. MR ROBINSON-It is not to 
be expected tl1at a Bill of this kind 
\vould come ·to this I-Iouse and tl1e hon. 
m.ember opposite allo\v it to p·a,ss 
witl1out criticism, but, I tl1ink that 
11on. 'rr_,e 1mbers vvill a,g·ree \vith me that 
his oriticisms 11a ' ' e not been very 
cc11\rincing, but ratl1er a continuation 
cf the old, old story, urging the Colony 
to remain a,s it 11as been. No one de· 
sires to see ·money borrowed unless 
tl1ere is an1ple opportu11ity for repay· 
tng· tl1at money. unless tl1e benefits 
to be derived' a.re t n::· in excess o.f the 
interest to be paid for it. vVl1en Sir 
Edward Morris a11d 11is Gove,:-nment 
\vent to tl1e country on a policy, 
amongst otl1er tl1ings. of ra.ilway ex
tension,- he ,·vas ·returned v1itl1 a man
·date to build these branch railways, ~ 

Tl1e people said in s,o many wor·d:s, 
"vVe want certain br,anch ,:failw,ays.H 
Tl1ey \Vere told distinctly on the plat
forn1 tl1at tl1e building of these woul c1 
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not .entail a penny of· extra taxation. 
They were not told, a.s tl1e hon. gent
leman seems to be unde:r tl1e impres
sion. tl1at they would cost any partic
ular or definite sun1. They were given 
certai11 estimates, and the·se estimates 
did not err nearly .as much as did 
those of the leader of tl1e party of 
wl1icl1 the hon. gentleman is so active 
a supporte·r. Tl1e railways 11a.ve been 
or are being built. Some ofi tl1em 11ave 
necess.arily been made longer than 
was originally intended, tl1e object of 
increasing tl1e lengtl1 11a ving been to 
beneJit tl1e localities adjacent to tl1e 
railway a.nd indirectly ~l1e whole 
neigl1bourhood. I am not one of tl1ose 
'vl10 say that a rruilway should not be 
built if it goes through a district tl1at 
is not populous. but I do say that i5 
the district is populous, then the rail
way should take tl1at course and tl1at 
is the policy that has been adopted 
b3r tl1e Government. They have said 
"'ve sl1aJl b11ild them not by tl1e sl1ort
est route, but wl1ere the most feeders 
are, a11d tl1e greate.st patronagei and 
revenue is likely to be obtained." 

Tl1ere 11as never been a Tail '\Vay 
built in Ne,vfoundland or dn any 
otl1er part of the world tl1at I 11a ve 
l1eard of. tl1at tl1ere have not,.,.been 
lion. ,g·entlemen who 11ave lool~e1 

\\
1itl1 ala.rm at tl1e inc·rease in tl1e Dx

pe11diture. It is only natural. It 
wa.s only last weeli: I was tallting to 
an 11on. member sitti11g opposite, a11d 
he told me a story of· the f.irst rail
"Tay tl1at passed tl1rough Saltcoats. Up 
to tl1at time tl1e old coach-and-four 
had driven through, and the hon. gen-
tleman was standing on tl1e platform 
wl1en the first train went tl1rough. 
Tl1ere were two ·coacl1es attached to 
tl1e engine and ·people stood aghast, 
n1arvelling at the extravagant ideas 
which prevaile.d·. Wha.t dld the peo
ple of Saltcoats w.ant with two cars 
attacl1e·d to tl1e eng·ine? Forty years 

·or so aflterwards tl1e same· hon. men1-
ber was standing on the same plat-
for'1m. I ca.nnot quote 11is exact 
fig·ures, and I say it, su·bject to cor
rection, but 11e told n1e if I remember 
rigl1tly tl1at tl1irteen trains went 
tl1rougl1 eve·ry day and eacl1 carried 
about 800 passengers. I am not go
ing· to .say tl1at Saltcoats, is now tl1e 
metropolis of Scotland, but I tl1ink, 
lion. :members will admit tl1at wl1en 
t11e railway first went tl1rougl1 it was 
inerely a fisl1ing town, or a very small 
place, only about 5,000 people. I know 
anotl1er town in England, Tewkesbu.ey, 
about the same size as Saltcoats, and 
tl1at town -conta.inecl a g1~eat nl1mber 
of people wl10 ' ' ie\ve.d '\Vitl1 l1oriror tl1e 
approacl1 of tf1e iron 11orse. They pro
tested, t11eir protest was effectual, and 
tl1e train does not oome \.vitl1in two 
miles of tl1e place and the Tewkesbury 
o~ 1912 is of the same size as tl1e 
Tewkesbury of 1852, whilst the 
tovvns all around have increased in 
p.opulation and wealth. 

No\v, the Government 11as very 
carefully ·considered 11ow this loan is 
to be .met, and the history of the Col
ony· the past few years has shown its 
ability to bear the burden. Tl1e hon. 
g·entleman opposite (Hon. Mr. Know
ling) has said tl1at when the Tailways 
are finished, the laborer.s will have no 
employment and as a result will have 
to leave the country and the revenue 
\Vill .suffer. Wl1at a gloomy Jeremiad! 
and has tl1a.t been our 11istory? I 

tl1ink, Sir, that it will be admitted 
tl1at when the ·railway was finished 
some years ago, during the years in 

which tl1e: hon. ~m·ember 'vas one of 
tl1ose in control of tl1e revenue, 
despite the if·act that the railwa)· wa.s 
.completed and the unparalLeled 
generosity of the Executive of whicl1 
11e was a member in making a p:res. 
ent of five million dolla.rs to the con-

• 
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tractors, in spite o:. tl1B~t tl1ere was 
just as mucl1 occupation,j11st as much 
earning and just as n1ucl1 revenue as 

_du.ring· the prec·edd11g yea;~·s. What tl1e 
Government are anxious to do, as are 
all 'vl10 really desire to see this 
Isla.nd of ours prosperous, is to estab
lish industries 11ere that a.re revenue 
producing, and it is impossible to es
tablish such unless we 11ave the facili
ties to do so. •w11ere would we be 
to-day if we 11ad no ·rail \Vay in N e.w-
foundland1? Eig·hty-:our years ag·o 
to-day the Rt. Hon. Sir Vv.illiam 
vVh'iteway was born. IIe passed away 
four years ago. vVl1en he first start-
ed tl1e railway? scheme there were 
111any, 11ere perl1aps in tl1is House to
day, on Wc:tter Street, and throug'l1out 
tl1e Island, -vvho reg·arded his policy 
a.s a \Vild, extravagant, impossible 

-and absurd idea. vVe have become 
wiser 1since then; we 11ave seen wl1at 
11as resulted from it, and to-daJ·, 
wh.ether' \Ve wel~e opposed to Sir 'Vil
liam or for 11i;m, I venture to say 
there are few men in this island who 
do not realize tl1at his 'vas the com-
me11ce1nent of tl1at greQt po]ic~v r -

progress that has brought us to our 
prese11t position, doubled our 
nues. and tra.nsformed tl1is . 
from a co1r11paratively unl{nown fdsh'" 
ing station into a Do.mfinion, tl1011.g·l1 
a small one, under the B r- itisl1 Cro\vn, 
wl1ere indust ri~s are tl1riving and 
prospects are brig·l1t and encouraging. 

All tl1e BT.itisl1 Colonies 11ave la.rge 
debts. Let the ho11. member refer to 
his ~1utl1orities. . I cannot quote tl1em 
at prGsent, as I am speaking entirely 
witl1out preparation,but let 11im turn 
up his Wl1itaker or Hazell, or· a.ny 
otl1er financial autl1orities and see tl1e 
debts, say of Australia,and say wheth
er v;,re arc worse thc.1n tl1ey are. ·And 
it is l)ecause .P_._ustralia l1ad tl1e pluck 

a11cl courag·e to face tl1ese debts ,it 11as 
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advanced as it 11as. If a man starts 
in business on W.ater Street and finds 
it prog'ressing he extends. If l1e only 
p11ts in the n1oney he m.ake·s from day 
to day,. it will remain a very small 
business, but l1e recognizes what his 
profits are, and wl1at intere.st 11e can 
carr-y~: he extends on borrowed mo
n.e,y, utilizing tl1e Banks, .allJd· tl1at 
is jt1st what the country is doin.g. 

One other point I wish to refer ~ 

The hon. gentleman says that he 
l\:new it would co,st more than four 
million dollars. I ·do not suppose 
tl1ere was anybody sanguine enough 
to suppose that four million dolJ ~ 
would be sufficient but we all recog
nized the fact that it would go a long 
way towa,Pds j t. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-Wl1y were 
we not tolcl so? 

HON. MR. ROBINSON.-We were 
not told beca11se i11 · this mundane 
spl1ere in which we live. un:o·rtun
a tely omniscience does not exist; 
l)ecause our leader 11ad fol1Qwed the 
custom establisl1ed by his predeees-
sors; because it is impossible to do 
other"\vise, if building rail\vays is rto 
conti11ue withot1t lor1g dela}·.s. It is 
a very diffict1lt thing to make suTveys. 
I ·do not say it is a good policy not to 
surve}·. _ It mig·l1t have been better to 
,-vait tl1ree or four years until tl1e1se 
surveys ha.d been completed, but the 
people had asked for rail ways, the 
Government had promised them and 
very wisely begun them. and now they 
come to tl1e Legisla,ture and ask !it 
to provide tl1e means. It is very easy 
to tell t11e people tl1ey are having a 
11uge burden place·d upon their shoul
ders, b11t it is not f iair to remind them 
of suc11 unless you tell them they 
are getting good value for their mon
ey. If I l{now anything about the 
calibre of the people they will rise 
to tl1e occasion and willingly foot the 
bills, and wl1en the p1resent work is 
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• 
finished, it may well be tl1at furtl1er people ·did not leav.e tl1e , country. 
extension 'vill be demanded. Tl1e census shows. a slight increase i11 

One word · mo1~e. The hon. gentle· · the numbers ·remainJng in tl1e coun· 
man complained about the poor re- try "du1~ing the last ten years, as com-
turn the laborer·s are getting. They pa!"ed with tl1e previous. ten years; 
are getting j.ust 11alf as much again and tl1e Colony did not becon1e bank
as wl1en the 11on. gentleman's party rupt, becau.se if you will tt1rn to tl1e 
'va.s in power, and under tl1e objec- J~urnal of tl1e Assembly . for last 
tionable. contract or 1901. )Tear, yo11 will find on pa.ge 332 of 

HON. MR. McGRATH-Tl1e i1on. the Appendix a statement .of f1iscal 
gentleman on my left (Hon. Mr. statistics for tl1e ten years previot1sly 
Knowling) wl10 registered his ob- whicl1 .sl1ows, tl1at every year of the 
jection to the .second reading of tllis decade there was. .a surplus. Tl1e 
Bill, did so on tl1e ground that we fir.st, for the year ending .June 30th, 

' '\Vere borrowing more money tl1an ,ve 1900, amounted .to. $258,000. Tl1at 
could afford. But in mak'ing a state- surplus, I might say, was ascribable 
me.nt like that, I think it is due to to what is known as "the inic1uitous 

· tl1e hon. member ·11imself, as a sue.. ten per cent." that was levied by:, the 
cessful business man. ·to support llis . 'Vinter Administration, and cutting 

· assertion ,vith · some substantial e1r'i- out tl1at particular year, we find tliat 
dence. So far as the fis~al returns during the )rears which my hon. 
disclose, as given in the Budget friend and his frienµs 've:re respon-

'. Speech, · there is no evide.nce what- .sible, in 1901, tl1ere was $3,500; in 
ever to warrant his assertion. I ·say 1902, $64,000; 'in 1903, $55,000; in 
this 'vith all due' respect to my hon. 1904, $120,000; in 1905, $130,000; 
friend. The last· ,q,dmi.nistration. in- in 1906, $69,000; in 1907, $125,000; in 

· 1creased tl1e· debt of tl11is Colony by 1908, $43,000; and: the ye.ar end.in:g 
roughly speaking. five million · dol- 30th June, 1909, for eight mo.ntl1s of 
la.rs, Vr?hicl1 sum went into the pock- which tl1gt administration was: re-

. ets of: Contractor · Reid. ·Not · one spons·ible, there was a deficit, due, it 
dollar of it wa .. s .spent in any labor- wa.s· charged, to the lavish .exp·endi
gi'1·ing enterprise. - No · man ·1n· · tlie ture mad:e for political purposes dur 
Colony wl10 11andled a pickaxe or ing· the election period \vhich ended 
drew a fisl1 from tlie water profited in tl1e deadlock _ in the fall of J f\08. _ 

to the extent of. one dollar by that Ifl in tl1e face of the fact that five 
large ·amount. ·ir that money had millions of publia money was not 
been t1ttlised . to build railways, it spent ~n labor-giving employment, 
would 11ave built almost as large a but hand~d over to R .. G. Reid as aT-
mileage as is. proposed under, the · l)itration awards, the Colony had a . . . 

contra.ct of 1910, tl1e 1supple,menting surplus every year, how can Hon. Mr. 
of the financial provisions (Jf:': wl1jc·h I~nowling contend tl1at we are to-day 
we are· no"\V' considering- in ·oth·er borro"\ving more than \Ve can afford 
words, five million dollars wot1ld · and 'heading rapidly for bankruptcy, 
have built 300 m1,les· of ·rail,vay. In- be,·cause we are ·raising a similar su1n, · 
stead, it -did not build a. mile. It was . ' of wl1ich fr·o.ni · a third· to a half wil1 
not utilised fior · any -.such purpose, · go back to the ·country in the shape 
but though for the nine years duri11g · of employment given to ot1r building 
wl1ich the late · Ministry h.eld power, · tl1ese railways? 
not a n1ile of railw,ay was built, the Tl1e c t iti·cism , tl1en, that too large . 

' 
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an expenditurE: is being made, is met 
by tl1e ans,wer that we are spending 
no moi·e than tl1e last Government 
and: tl1at there is something to sl1ow 
for it now whereas, tl1e,r•e, was nothing 
tl1en. Tl1e ,criticis·rn that the branch 

-· . .;_ ,,,,,. . . 
Tailwa)·S! will be of no ,advantage is 
met by tl1e figt1res of tl1e growtl1 of 
traffic: 011 tl1e main line during tl1e 
past seven years, as ,sho.wn by tl1e 
statistic1s of the Reid Co., publisl1erl 
in tl1e last Journal, and the compari
sons ma·de 'in tl1e Budget Speech of 
las·t year, which indicate tl1at an ad
vance of from 50 ~o 100 per cent. in 
all tl1e braricl1es of the railway enter
prise 11as been 1m.ade. Tl1e ,criticism 
tl1at the people ·· sl1ould have been told 
l1ow mucth the branc·hes would cost 
is ·;met by tl1e ar.gument tl1at this was 
impos,sible because tl1ere were no 
surveys and the routes had not been 
laid out, and because, moreover, in 
building the main line the former 
Gov~rnment adopted the ·same policy 
tl1e contract f-0r the western di\rision 
from Exploits to Port aux Basques 
having been made \vithout any sur
vey wl1atever being started, or with
out a.ny 'idea of the mileage tl1at .. 
'\Volild be tnvolved. The Government 
tl1en did wl1at the Government is do
ing now, · brougl1t in loan bills from 
time to ti1ne as. tl1e money was need:. · 
ed, and witl1 the d1fference, too, in 
favor ofi tllJl:s ·Go\rernment, that t11e 

, 

u·ndertal\:ing· tl1at the lines would be 
built witl1out increased taxation is 
being carried out at ·the present tiine 
in the splrit and in the letter. 

\-:1 e are told by tl1e hon. gentleman 
(lVI.r. Kno'\"'vling) tl1at the Colony is 
rt1nning· full speed to-vva,rds disaster .. -
Tl1is is tl1e customary prediction from 
tl1ose wl10 11appen to be at tl1e time 
in . oppos;ition. Tl1ree years a.go a 
new.spaper, iri tl1is town . suporting the 
party· witl1 ,-v11icl1 the 11on. gentleman 
i.s associated· declared,at the time the 

present Government took office, tl1at 
bt1siness people on Water St. were 
so alarmed at tl1e prospect that they 
were curtailing their importations 
But did that prove to be correct? Is 
it not tru') that the importations 
were never as large as at present? 
Indeed, is it not a. fact that in the 
otl1er Chamber last week tl1e argu
ment p11t up in criticism o~ tl1e pre
sent Government and its policy was 
tl1at the imporrtation,s were now so 
great tl1at the balance of the trade 
'\Vas against tl1e colony? L.ooking at 
the financial situation to,day, there 
seems no reason why we should not 
me-et the whole interest on six mil
lion dollars witl1out· endangering tl1e 
financial stability of1 this colony. 
Every year there is ·a .generous sur:. 
plus and in · the face of that it does 
seem absurd for us to be told that tl1e 
country is. among the breakers. The 
argument, to be sure, is put ftorw3JTd 
that it is natural to have large re
venues while we are borrowing 
money and building ·railways, but I 
have already showed f·rom the fi

gures above c1t1oted that the- colony 
got good revenues. and creditable st1r
pluse1s when it was not building rail-
\\rays but was borrowing money to 
11and over to Contractor Reid. If, 
then, tl1e colony surviv·ed at that 
time, it logically has a better pro
spect of surviving now when mucl1 
of the .money we are borrowing 
given back to tl1e people in labor. 

• lS 

Tl1e podnt which the hon. gentle~ 

man ·(rrfr. l{nowling) next makes 
that wl1en the ·railways are built the 
people . will leave the country be
cause tl1ey wi.11 not care to go bacl( 
to the fisheries is ans\ve.red in two 
way·s-·first that they didn't leave the 
country during the la.st ten 
wl1en there were no railways 
ing; and, second, that they 

years 
build
go to 
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the fishery or remain a way fl'om the 
:fis.hery as outside f~cts dictate, the 
price of Jish being the chief influence 
with them. ~loreover, ii11 what he 
say.s is true about their not being 
satisfied witl1 the treatme·nt they are 
getting on the railroads. then I . don't 
think they will stop tl1ere very long 
and he contradicts himself also, for 
if it ts true that they are not satis
!;ied and .are not making m,uch out of 
railway work, the colony cannot be 
profiting greatly f.rom the borrowed 
money. 

I think,that as a t'esult of the rail
way policy from Whiteway tin1es to the 
present, this 1country has been put 
on a new basis entirely. Instead of 

having to ·depend on the fis.heries 
alone, the people have various otl1er 
ind:ustries wl1ich ,give them goodly 
returns .. and I think that as the 
branch r.ailway.s are built .and oper
ated this :improvement will continue. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time an·d ordered to be referred to a 
Committee of the . Whole House on 
to .. morrow. 

Second reading of Banks Amend
, ment Bill. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-I may 
Mr. President, that the object 

say, 
of 

this amendment is, .simply to change 
the date on whic.h the banks shall 
fu.rni·sh to the Go·vernment copies of 
their annual returns. It is to make 
it more c.onvenient in conforming 
'vith other similar documents. I 
n1ove the sec·ond reading of the Bill. 

Tl1e Bill was. th·en read a second 
time an.d ordered to be referred to 
Committee of the Whole House on to
m;orro1w. 

The Pr·esident ;r·ead a message from 
tl1e House of Assembly intimating 
tl1at tl1ey had pa.ss.e.d a Bill to pro-
vide for the appropriation of' 
lands for public purposes in 

private 
whic,11 

they requested the Council's concu. 
rence. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Bishop the 
Bill was then read a first time and 
ordered to be, read a seond time on 
to ... m.orrow. 

On motion o5 Hon. Mr. Bishop the 
House then adjourned until to-mor
row at 4 o'clock. 

TUESDAY, April 2nd. ' 

The Council met at 4 p. m. pursu
ant to adjotrrnment. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Bishop the 
Bill to amend the Customs Act, 1898. 
was read a third time, and ordered 
to be sent to the House of Assembly 
with a message that the Council had 
pasised the same without amend·mient. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Bishop the 
Bill to amend the Pharmacy f\ct, 
1910, was read a third time, and 
ordered to be sent to the House of 
A·ssem.bly with a message that the 
Council had passed the same with· 
out amendment. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Bis,hop the 
Bill to amend the Grand Bank Har
bor Control Act, 1902, was read a 
tl1ird time an,d or·de·red to be sent 
to the House of Assembly with a mes
sage that the Council had passed the 
same withol1t amendment. 

On motion of. Hon. Mr. Bishop the 
Hous.e went into Comm'itt~e on the 
Bill to amend the Municipal Act. 
1902. 

HON M P GIBBS-Mr. Chair
manJ before the Bill passes I would 
lil{e to say tl1at in 1892 when a vei:Y 
lar1ge portion of this city was de· 
stroyed by fire, the control and man
a.gement of the city was taken over 
by the government of· the day. Lines 
of streets ''tere altered and new streets 
opened, and in the making of Im· 
prove1nents in the city quite a lot of 
private property was appropriated, 
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and· numbers of ar1bitrations were 
l1eld .ftrom ti1m~ to time for the pur
pose of assessing the compensation 
to be paid these p:rivate owners. Tl1e 
records in c,onnection with opening 
new streets, altering of old and the 
expropriation of private prope-rty · at 
tl1e time were, · until tl1e laist few 
:years. kept in tl1e Crown · Lands De
partment, ~nd under the rules of 
tl1at ·. Department any person had a 
right ·.to · go there and examine · tl1em. 
These r 'ecords · are now · at the City 
.I-Iall undier · the control · of the Muni
cipal -Counci.l, and no person has a 
right .to examine · th~m ~ with a view to 
_find,in.g .out what alterations have been 
-mad.e to. istreets or what property has 
=been · ~xpropriated. Not that I s1ay 
the Council will not g'ive information, 
but there is no right on the part of 
citizens to · go there and-· examine the 

.. recor·ds, . and thete:flore I think it 
. . . 

necessary that . an amendment be 
made to tl1e present Bill in. ordBr to 
enable any person wl10 ·desires to 
make a search of the records to do so. 
I _beg· lea -v·e, therefore, to move the 
following amendment by inserting as 
a ne\v se~tion these word·s: "Any per
son requiring any, information in re
lation to land within tl1e limits oJ 
tl1e to\vn of St. John's , and contained · 
in any records in the possession of 
tl1e said Council, shall be entitled 
upon application to tl1e Secreta.ry to 
l1ave search made fo r and to be fur
nisl1ed witl1 tl1e same." We now have 
tl1e rig·ht to go to the Crown Lands 
Office !ior any information as to pub
lic la11ds and to ask tl1a.t searcl1 o~ 
t11e records be made, and .similarly if 
''Te \Vant to find Olit wl1ether any 
dee·ds . or do cuments a 1-:e registered or 
a~1y property . i1s 'incumbra.nced in any 

way, we can learn it at tl1e Reg'istry 

of· Deeds. Tl1is, amendment . sim!PlY 
c·onfers ·a ·similar right on the part ot 

citizens .rec1uiring information con-
cerning lands. within tl1e: city lhn1its 
to ·go to the office of the Munici1)al 
Council, to aisk the. Se-cretary or otl1er 
official · there to furnish them with 
tl1e required. info.rmation. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-It 'vould 
seen1 to me from the putting of the 

. ,,. 

matte.r by Hon .. Mr. Gibbs th-=tt tl:c1 e 
c,ould be no objection to tl1is <.id
di tional .section in tl1is Bi,11. If 211 
the :records and plans fiormerly. l1cl ~ 

by the Orow·n La.nd·s. Departme!lt l1a. : '-~· 

been · handed over to the ~It1nieipttl 

Council and put under thei~· c•,11t1..11. 
it does seem that the public, ii tJ1e},. 
have any interests, should h;.ve the 
right to get their inforim:ation from 
the Council,and therefore I petson:tl~ 

ly ·can .see no· objection! to the admis

sion of. the para.graph. One thi11g 

does occur to me in connection wit\1 
it is tl1at a pers·on goi111g to the 
Registrar's Office has to . pay .!i. !ee 
:for a search of the record:s, and \Ve 
h.ave no authority here to provide 
for any ,fiee in connection with · t11e 
l\1unicipal . Office. . I suppoiSe if agree

able to hon. members we can insert 
thf1 clause. 

HON. MR. GIBBS-I don't think 
t11e Council will have the right to 
collect a fee. 

HO'N. MR. McGRATH-If the other 
Hot1se atta.ched a fee would it be 
legal? 

HON. MR . . GIBBS-On looking , up 
tl1e matter I d'iscovered that .it op·en· 
ed up a very large q uestio~- and 
thoug·ht it better not to put it in. In 
fact, I consulted the · solicitor of the 
House about it. 

Amendment was then put and car
ried. 

The Com,mittee rose and reported 
tl1at it had pas.sed . the Bill with an 
a111 en dmen t. 

HON. MR. BISHOP mo'led that 
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the- Bill be -read a third time on to .. 
morrow. 

Second reading · of Copyright Bill. 
' 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Mr- Presi-
dent, tl1e object of tl1is Bill is simply 
to 11ave a u11if.01~m Co·py.r iigl1t Liaw 
th·roli:ghout ·the Empire. I don't 
tl1ink I need say.. anything SfPeciai 
regarding it, and simply move its 
second reading. 

Bill was thereupon .read a second 
time. 

HON • ._ MR. BISHOP moved that the 
Bill .be .. submitted to a Committee of . ,; .'• 

th·e whole House on to-morrow. 
Committee on Railway Loan Bill. 
HON. MR. BISHOP-Mr. President, 

I b.eg to move the Ho-use into Com
mittee_ of the Whole on this. Bill. 

MR. PRESIDENT left tl1e chair. 
HON. MR. JOB took the Chair of 

the· Committee. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Mr. Chairman, 
betore the Bill is repo·rted I de.sire to 
say just a word or two in reply to the 
remarks of the Hon. Mr. Knowling 
at the last sitting, althougl1 the 
statements 1made by the hon. g.entle;. 
m.an· were very clea.rly and very 

refuted by both Hon. Mr. Robinson 
and Hon. Mr. M·cGrath. 

Hon. -Mr. Knowling said that he 
was sorry to find that his predictions 
are likely to come true. Well, not 
the p.red-ictions, but the plain state· 
m·ent of· the hon. gentleman wa.s th,at 
the branch ra'ilways would cost a sum 
of · eight millions of dollars,. Tl1e h.on. 
gentleman now ·s.ays th.at tt1e cost 
will be nearer eight !ID1ill'ions th.an 
four. In thls latter .statement I think 
he is prob.ably cor.re·ct, bec.ause any
thing i~. excess of six millions . will be 
nerurer t1J eight than to four. 

Tl1e l1on. gentleman also if'atl1er de-
precated the labor giv.en in 
tion with tl1e building of 

I 

branches. 

connec
tl1ose 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-I-b~g your 
pardon. That is n·ot correct. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-The hon. gent
leman stated (I took his words do.wn 
at the time) that the ·railway money 
w~s not much good·. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-I 
made that .- .stateim,ent. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-And 

never 
' . 

that 
people go to work there because they 
get ready money. Well, now, if any 
better reason c·an be given why they 
sliould go to work on the railway, I 
cannot und1erstand what it w.ould ·be. :_ 
But what I intended to . ·refer ~-·to 

p.arti,culajrly . i was . tl1e hon. ) ,gentlemap. •. 
h-ims·el1f says that th'ings . ·3''re tosye:? ndw.1.n. 
It occurs to me, howe·ver;.that 1_-•might.: 
asl{ the hon. gentleman whether; , ' ·'if ,, 

the Party which he support.s s-hould · 
succeed in their endieavors to secure 
an election in the fall of this · year,-

H ON. MR. KNOWLtNG-Is there 
to be a.n election this fall? 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Well, an at
tem[>t is being made to secure it,and 
ifl- that attempt .should succeed I 
would like to ask him whether h.is 
party will . go to the country pledged 
to a policy of cancellation? No, Sir, 
they will not. Whether the election 
be held in 1912 or 1913 they will 
not go before the ele.ctorate with that 
p-olicy, because· they know that the 
elec·torate of Newfoundland have de

,martded that these brancl1 lines o~ ra.il· 
way shoul1d be built; · a.nd even if the 
;sum of $8,000,000 is re·quirre·d to bui1d 
them, as tl1e hon . . gentleman b.as stat
ed, still each · section o.f the country 
wl1ich is to be suf»plied wi.th railway 
facilities under tl1e Bill of 1910 will 
d:emand that th!ey be com1pleted and 
paid for. Does the hon. gentlem.an 

r 

for get that the lead.er of his party, 
about 25 years ago, as we were all re
minded by a r·ecent issue of, a daily 
paper, unged an extension of the rail .. 

• 
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way system? And ·does he forget that 
at that time oilr credit was such that 
we were paying 4% per cent. o.n 
bonds, wl1ile now we can get all tl1e 
money we T1equ'ire ~t 3%? Does this 
not most cle·arly indicate wh~ie· this 
Colony ·Stands to-day? It has also be·en 
inferr~, if not positively .stated, that 
we ,are deceiving the p1eople ofi the 
country in that we as.ked first for a 
loan of only $4,000,000, and that 
now we h.ave to ask for a ifnrthe·r 
loan of $2,000,000. The fact is, M,r. 
Chairman, that w.e di·d not require 
t\vo years ago ·more than $4,000,000, 
and it was unnecess·ary that we 
should ask for mor·e. There was no 
object in having two or three m,illions 
o~ .dollaJrs lying up for two or thiee 
years. But as to deceiving tl1e people 
by passing a loan bill two year.s. ago 
asking for $4,000,000, whereas. now 
~e require nearly $6,000,000, the 
hon. gentleman shoul1d not for:g·et ,how 
muc·h more s(1:-ious a ca.s·e of decep
tion his .government were guilty of 
(even if this is capable of being 
palled a deception, w:hich I d.eny), 
when his leader ·assured Governor 
Boyle that all clai1m1s. had b.een set
tled as betw.een the Government and 
the Reid Newfoundland Co., when as 
a. matter of ifiact there was then out
staDlling the claim foT the telegrap·hs. 
for whi.cih this Colony h.ad sub.se
quently to pay, I think·, $1,600,000. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-Supposing 
that was so, would the present Gov
ernment b.e justified in f oflow-ing in 
their footstep·s? 

HON, MR. BISHOP.-Mos,t decided
ly not, and I do not urg·e, and would 
not think of ur.ging that this Govern .. 
ment or a.ny future Government 
would. -be justified in ·repeating the 
follies . and mistakes ·of the Ia.st Gov 
ernment. 

is what you are doing, and ·you 
are claiming it is right because the 
last Gov~rnment ddd it. 

. HON. MR. BISHOP-Excuse me. 
I .3fill making no such ·clatm·; I am 
simply rem~n·ding the hon. . gentle
man of what trans.pir.e.d, and what he 
seems to h?-ve forgotten. That is all. 
The condition ,of the country to-day, 
Mr. Chairman, fully warrants the ex· 
p1endlitt1r'e that we a:re· making; ~d, 
as I said be:·ore and now repeat, the 
ho11. gentleman .. and his p.arty will go 
to tl1e ·country pledged to a policy of 
retrenchment; tl1ey will not go 
guaranteeing that the1re will be no 
roo,r·e ra.ilw.ays: built, that there· will 
be no mo·re ldgl1thou·se.s built, that 
there will be no more breakwaters, 
o.r public expenditur.es of any kind. 
My hon. f:riend will give no supJ)ort 
·pers,onal, mo.ral or monetary to a 
party pledged to a policy of that · de
scription, and they will do as they 
have ·done before . If' tl1ey are for
tuna.te enough to se·c·ure their elec
tion they will folloiw in the foot
step,s, o:f the, pre.sent Goveir:nment, 
wls.ely ,c·onserving the public inte1r.es,ts 
and ·disbur,sing the publ1i.c 1funds, to 
tl1e best of their .ability-and they 
will s.peedily forg·et all tl1e critic'is·ms 
tJ1at they are now makiing of the 
acts of the p:resent Gove1rnm·ent . 

• 

Tl1e Committee ros.e and reported 
having pa.s,sed the · Bill ·without 
amendment. . .. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved ·. that 

1n1orrow. ' ; 

Committee .- on. Bank - Am~ndment 
Bill. I - " .. •. 

i-, : -• • • • • : •,;. I . : 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved I t11~t 
the Hot1se resolve itself ~nto Com-, 
mittee of the Whole on th:ls- Bill. , · 

.HON. MR. PRESIDENT ie:t the ' Cha1~~ . 

. HON. DR. SKELTON took the Cl1air 
· HON. MR. KNOWLING....:..But that of the Committee. 
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· Tl1e Committee rose . a.nd r·eported 
11aving ·passoo . tl1e Bill without 
amendn1ent . 

" . HON. MR. 81€.HOP inoved tl1at J3ill 
- ' . . 

• 
be --·read .a tllird time .: on tai-morrow. 

.. Second ;read'ing of Appropriation o: 
l..iands Bill . · 

· HON. MR~ B 'ISHOP-Mr. . Presi .. 
·dent,for the infonmation of hon. mem
oers I may say that the object of this 
Bill is to g·ive the Government power 
to take lands for public purposes 
from any private .p~r.son or cor,pora
tion. A,s the la\v stands .at present, 
private lands. c.an be expropriated for 
street p11rposes only-for new streets 
for the widening ·of st1~e·ets~and for 
i10 other purpose.s. Where private 
lands adjoin public· buildings, if it is. 
necessary or ·desirable to secure 
st1c·h land.s so as to prevent· ove.r
cro'\vding·, to affo):d more Ligl1t to tl1e .. 
buildirtg, o·r · for· any pur,pose of tl1at . 
kin·d, tl1ere is no power· at present on · 
tl1e ,statt1te book to en3Jble, the· Gov
ernn1ent to take ·possession o.f such 
land. Tl1is is the o·bject of tl1e Bill
to give that power. I beg to niove : 
the second· reading. 

Bill \\"as thereupon 1.:-ead .a second 
ti1ne. 

HON. MR. BISHOP 'moved that 
Bill be ,subn1itted to a Committee of 
tl1e \tVl1ole House to-morrow. 

HON. MR. PRESIDENT rea·d 
messages from tl1e Assembly 
tl1at tl1ey .l1ad co n cC) u r r e1 d 
in tl1e Council's amendments to 
tl1e Educational Act, and: 11ad pa.ssed 
an Act for the 1raising of money by 
tl1e sale o·~ Debenture Bonds ; also 
an Act furtl1er to amend the Reven u.e 
A-ct, 'in which they requested1 the 
Council '.s concurrence. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that 
Bill 'An Act to provide !for tl1e rais· 
ing by the sale of Debenture Bonds 
of a st1n1 of money for the pU{rposes 

of' tne· Colony" · be read a · first .. '~time. 
Bill . was .tl1er1eupon read. 
HON. MR. BISHOP 1moved that · 

Bill b~ ·read a . second time . . to•mof\
row~ 

H·ON. MR. BISHOP moved that a ~ 

Bill "A.n Act :further ·to amend the 
Revent1e Act of 1905". be .read a first . 

ti1ne. 
Bill was thereupon r~ad . . 
HON. MR. BISHOP · move-cl that . 

Bill be read a second· time to.1.rnorrow. 
. On motion. House adjourn€d until 

to-morrow at 4 o'cloc·K. 

vVEDNESDA Y, April 3rd. 
The Council met at 4 p. m. pu;isu

ant to· adjournment. 
HON. MR. BISHOP moved that 

"Tl1e Municipal Act, 1902, A1m·end-
·ment Bill," be read a thir·d time. 

HON. MR ROBINSON-Mr. Presi-
dent, it .is unusual, I am: aware, to 
discus.s a bill upon tl1.e tl1 ~ rfi reading, 
but sometimes there a.r·e. circumstan
ceis wl1ich ju.stify a ·depa1rtµre from 
custo1n; and I sl1ould like to make a 
brief reference 01.. t ·wo ·to t11e -13ill 

now be.fore us. We have "heard ~l 
. 

great deal d ur'ing tl1e past re-..v 
montl1s about the very ma.gnificent 
and g·enerol1s .gift whi.ch ha.s b·e1e·n 
·made to the colony b·y the Reids 
and all, ·I tl1ink, no matter ho:w we 
ma.y criticise· the wi1sdom or other·
wise of accepting the gift~ ha ye ap· 
.preciated l1i.g·hly tl1e .gift itself, and 
the generosity of the donors. Tl1e 
Bill before us l1as. g·one th·rougl1 the 
House, but, .as rfar as I ·am aware 
tl1ere has been no ref e1rence, or only 
a ,rery slig;ht one, to tl1e great gener
osity displayed by lVIessrs. Bowring . 
Brotl1er'.s. I think it is only just 
that ·sam:e of us sl1ould1 express our 
high sense of app1teciation o.f1 this very 
grateful 1recognition of B'owring ' 
Brothers .to the colony in whicli tl1ey 
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have so long resided an·d so honor- p·ersonally, to e~press. very· strongly 
ably c·onducted thei'r business. Th.e my very w~rm appr.eciation of this 
fact alone that thi.s fLrm has been es- gen-erous gift. 
tablished h~re for a hundred years The -Bill was· then read a third 

con.secutively and h8's been . during - time. 
that time, through its various HON. MR. BISHOP moved that 
btanches, .s.uch· a \Te:ry large revenue this Bill do .now pa,ss and be sent to 
producer, and has maintained the re- the kssembly with a me.ssage in
spect a.n-d esteem of the· whole · col- !forming them that this House had. 
ony, is ·Of its-elf worthy of mrte ancf passed th.e saun:e with a.mend.men±. 

' now that we find that they 11ave 
marked their c·entenary by a dona
tion of $50,000 as an expression o.f 

0 .rdered a·CCOr·dingly. 
HON. MR. BISHOP moved that 

the Railw.ay Loan Bill be now read · 

gratitude for their su•c,c·essful busi- a tl1i1r'd time. 
ness ·ca.ire.er, and a Bill co-nnected 
with this matter· c·omes before us, I 
d<:>n't think it would b·e quite the 
thi-D.:g for us. to allow it to pass 
through the House without so~me b·rief 
expression on the part of members of 
this Chamber, mos.t of whom are 
themselves engaged in commiercial 
li~e, of their app.reciation of this gen
eTous gift. I know that this action 
ls appreciated by the Hous.e and by 
the \."Ountry, and I trust that this may 
not be the only occas.ion on whic.h 
some bjll of this kind will come be
fore us. Messrs. Bowring Brothe1rs, 
i~ the distribution of their bounty, 
hit on a means which cannot fail to 
be of benefit to th.e· citizens of- this 
town and to the residents of the 
country .generally. They have gone 
on the principle of benefitting the 
greatest numbe1r; an·d by means of 
this park, which they are o.pening for 
the u-s.e of' the public, it seem,s to me 
that life will be made brighter and 
m·ore pleasant for our people o.f all 
classes, ·w:hetheir they are residents 
of the c:ity or come he1r·e from the 
outports. It will be a means to
wa·rds the improvement of the public 
health, whic.h we are all, irrespecr

T11e Bill was thereupon read a 
t11i11d time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that 
this, Bill do now pass and be sent .to 
tl1e Assembly· with a messa.ge inform
ing them that this House had passed 
the .same without amendment. 

Or·dered .accordingly. 
HON. MR. BISHOP moved 

tl1e Bank Alm1endment Bill be 
1rea-d a tl1ird time. 

The Bill wa.s ther.eupon tread 

third time. 

that 
ll.O"\V 

a · 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that . 
this Bill do now pass and be sent to 
the Assembly witl1 a mess.age · in
.forming them that this House ha;s 

passed the saime without amend-
ment. 

Ordered acc·ordingly. 
Committee on Appropriation -or 

Lands Bill. 
HON. MR. BISHOP-I · wish to 

move an -am.endment to section 2 by 
inserting after the wo,rd "b-eing" in 
the fou1rth line the.se wor·d.s "or 
som.e person appointe:d by w.riting 
un·der his hand.'' 

Tl1e C0immittee rose and r·eporte·d 
the Bill with an amendment and on 
motion it was o.r•dere·d the repqrt be· 

tive of party and of opinions a.s to received. 
the wisdom or otherwise, o.f· e.r1e.cting HON. MR. BISHOP moved tl1at 
sanita.ria, 80 very anxiou.s to se·e ac-- the Bill be 1read a thir·d time on to-
complished · I, theriefore, desire, morrow. , 
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-. 
' HON. MR. BISHOP-I 1move_ that 

the Deb-enture Bond Bill be now a:ead 
a second time. This Bill, .providing f o,r 
the .raising of certain sums by 
means of 1debe.nture bond·s,arises f;~·om 

tl1e decision of the government to 
u'ndertake, first, a telephone system. 
As you are a'vare, Sir, our telegraph 
lines have in re,cent yea;rs. been great 
ly extended,and a considerable number 
of the offices established are not, up to 
tl1e present, self supporting, and it is 
believed that by esta:blishing a system 
of telep-hones to conne·ct in various 
ways "·ith telegra.pl1 offices. here a.nd 
there the re,renue o:! tl1e Posta.l Tele
graphs will be greatly increased. The 
telephone system of the city,as we all 
ltnow, has been for some· tin1e past, 
ent~rely unsatisf:actory. It is therefore 
intended to establish a mode,rn an·d 
up-to-date .system as speedily as pos
sible throughout the city, as well as 
provide for teleph·ones around tl1e is
land generally in connection with · the 
Postal and Telegrapl1 system. 

The erection of lighthous.es. and fog 
alarims is .also demnndin.g increased 
outlay. There is .nothing more1 impo:rt
ant for a maritime c·ountry sucl1 as 
tl1is· than to have the coast f 1reely 
supplied witl1 lighthouses and fog 
a.larms, and it is intended to put sev
eral lights1 and fog alarms in places 
where they will be of great advantage 
to our people geneirally in plying 
their a vocations around the island. 
Such is the reason for asking the 

, 

Legislature .ftor pern1ission to rp,ise 
•, 

tl1is sum of money under the present 
Bill. I beg to move the _second reading 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-May I asl{ 
tl1e hon. gentleman what is the 
a1nount of money it is p1roposed to 
raise. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-... .\.s is to be 
seen by tl1e Bill, $250,000. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-Tl1at will 
be another loan. Any more to come? 

; 

·. HON. MR .• .-;GIBBS-There can · be 
no question-:. -w:hatev~r as to: t4e ab~()· 

' . .· ·. . 

lute necessity -that exist1:t for t·he G_9v-
e.rnment's, entering upon· a policy 9f 
tl1is. l{ind. We have a very indiffere,nt 
telephone system, and, of _course, :v;e 
cannot· get· p·rivate companies. to., u.n-

~ • .,J • ' • • ... 

dertal{e the construction _ of an upL.to 
elate system unless they . are given.-. a 

'- ···" ...... 

monopoly of the right to do so . to the . 
exclusion o~ all others. The tendency 

' , 

o.~ .. present day l_eg·isla.tion . is against 
such monopolies, and tl1ey are . tl1ere
fore excluded in other countries, ~nd 

. ' . 

wher·e they -do exist, public agitatipn 
. ' . 

is g·oing on in order to bring pres-
sure to . b,ear on legisla.tur:es to have 
tl1e right of privat~ firms purcl1ased., 
and the purcha.se controlled by tl1e 
public. There is no reason why a sys
tem of: telephones cannot be 1m,ade . to 
pay at any place in tl1is countr.y, 

I 

more especially in thi·s. city, where 
such a system ougl1t. to pay . at I.east . . . . 

a_ ·dividend from 8 ° to . 10 per cent., 
f • • 

with tl1at care and attention which 
. . . . 

the aver~ge business man gives to his 
business. As has. been pointed out 
by the· Leader of the ·Government we 

'·' . 
have in this, country a : number - of 
offices,the revenue of whicl1 does 11ot 
at all de.firay 'tl1e current expenditure; 
in fact, there are large ·d1efic-i ts; and 
demands ,are 1nac1e· da.y after dq,y .f,or 

,• 

tl1e extension of the telegrapl1 systen1 
to parts of t.l1e . country· where they 
now 11ave none. People in suc·h pl~ces 

' . 

say they are taxed for tl1e . main ten-
ance ofi the telegraph system, and 
should enjoy the benefits _of it the 
same as other sections of t.he island, 
eyen though the· offices may be a 
source of loss . instea,d o.f gain. Tl1ere 

. . 
is a good deal of truth in_ tl1eir co~ten-
tion, and in order to g·et over the ex
pense, the telepho.n~ syste·n1 is one 
way by whlch such can be obviated. 
It will ·cost anywhere from $400 . , ~o 

' ' 

$600 to mail1tain a telegrap11 · offic·e i11 
. . 

. -
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the mo~t obscure ·outport, but if that . 
can be connected by telepl1one, it can 

' . 

tie maintained at very small cost; $50 
. ' . . 

or · $60 per year '.Dor a telegraph office. 
Look at it from a business ·point of 
view, where sa \rings like that can be 
acco1nplished, it is justifiable for the 
Gover,nim1ent to enter up,on a policy of 
tl1is kind. 

The telephone system is like all 
otl1er age1ncies of pirese·n1t day civiliza
tion, fast passing 'into the control of 

' 
tl1e . State. It is as · necessary as any 

. i 

·other public utility an.d the. desire of 
tl1e publ~c is that they shall own a,nd 
control th·ose· utilities wl1ich directly 
concern them. The history ofi the tele4 . . . 
phone· is the histoiry, of modern civi
lization and develoriment. I tl1ink the . ~ 

word was first used in a lecture by a 
man named Pl1ilip1 Reeves in 1861, 
and from that time down to 187 4 or 
1876, there was very little notice 
taken of the matter until Alexander 
Graham Bel!, a native ofl Edinburgh, 
then ·:residing in Boston,experimente-d 
il) telephone c·ommunic·ation witl1 the 

. . 

:result that he em.ployed electricity for 
. . 

the reproduction of sou.nd but atta.c.ked 
tl1e problem in a totally different way 
from any othe:rs who have pre.ceded 
him. In 1877 Edison first invented . 

t~1e telephone· t1ransmitter and rec·eiv· 
er. At the same time Elisha Gray, of 

' . 

Boston, wa·s a.lso car·rying on expe·ri
~ents. of a simila,:r cl1aracter, and 
when Be11 applied for ,a patent, Gray 
filed a caveat about two 11ours after 
Bell's application, against the g·rant
ing of it. ..t\not.her man, Fr.a,ncis 
Blal{e, also e·xperimente·d by sending 
messages in the san1e way, a.nd he i11-
vented a transmitter whicl1 ca.me i.nto ... 
wide use in the United States. 

. The matter of controlling the tele
phone system first came into promdn
ence in England in 1898 before the As-
sociation of Municipal Corporations, . . . . 

when it was proposed that tl1e Govern-

ment should take over a.II the system, 
and they be place·d under the sole 
control of the Posit/m.a.ster Gene1ral. In 
1899 in pursuance of that re·po1rt the 
'relephone Act was pas·sed to enable 
the Post Office to devel1op its · tele: 
pl1one exchange busin'es.s, for which a 
loan of ten m:illions o1 dollars was 
raised. The National Telephone Co., 
had the right to ·construct and! install 

\ 

telephone's in England, found it ne-
cessary to obtain .an option upon the 
company's concess·ions,. Thisi was giv-
en, and althougl1 negotiations were 
car.ried on, notl1ing came. of the.:n. 
The effect of the unse·ttled poliC'Y of 
tl1e B1ritish postal .auth·orities on the 
matter caused a number of lee.a.I 
bodies to take tl1e matter up.,and they 
applied for licenses which were issue·d 
accordingly. 

. The growth of the s.ystem in Eng
land has been 1re-mark.able and though 
at fir·st only a fe,w towns ava.ile,d ofi 
tl1e s.yste:m, within six yea.r,s, it ha,d 
extended to 400 towns with 55,000 
telephones. The· only · country · in Eu
rope which -can comp,are with England 
in point of telephone construction is 
Ger.many. In Eng1a.nd th~y are usi.n.g 
tl1e most up-to-date systems, and 11av:e 
tl1e greatest numbe.r of persons in 
Europe according to populati·on, usLng 
the, telephones. In the United States 
g·reat strides have l)een made, far 
g~reater tl1an in any other part of the 
world. At the pre.s.ent time there are 
5,300,000 pe-ople usi,ng tile s.ys·tems 
tti.ere and the capital invested in the 
business is enormous. In ne1arly ev:ery 
city . in. the United. States to,..day and 
in mq,ny ofthe States, agitation and 
legis.Jation is . directed towar-ds State 
Control, for the. rea:son that the tele· 
phone is one of . the public utilities . 
necessary to .tl1e growth and life _,of 
civ?ilized· countries, and 1m,ore. ',especl .. 
ally where it can be ·embarked upon 
with very l_ittle l_oss, if! any, to the 
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State or the country which undertake.s 
it. 

The -capital invested· in the trunk 
lines or telephones in England by 
Britis,h Postal authorities,amounts to 
£ 3,276,352, and the1 question arises, 
does it pay? It does, and handsomely, 
beca11se acc·ording to the report for 
1907, tl1e "\vorking of the whole sys
tem sl1owed a bala.nce of £ 451,787, a~,.. 

ter paying working expenses, while 
the estimated amount 1r·eqnired· to de·
fray cost of ·dep·reoiation of plant 
etc., a,t interest at 3 per cent, was 
£472,726, so that we 11ave evidenc-e 
that the telephone· busine·s.s is a p.rofit 
able one for the State. Tl1e t ·otal 
number of con\rersa.tions which t<rok 
place o\rer the Trunk system in U:>n
don w.as 19,803,300 for the yea.r. and 
the gross revenue ftrom tl1e1 trunk 
lines '\\ras. £ 480,658, or nearly an aver
age of 6d. for• ea,ch conversation. 

Municipal and State c·ontrol pay in 
other countries,a.nd there is no rea.son 
why a system of tl1is. kind should not 
i1ay here. In fact, for some ti.m.e, 
wl1e11 I was Mayor of the City 
I gave the matter a good de.al of 
thought a.nd consideration, and from 
1ny investigations, have no hesitation 
in saying that a public system. o~ tele
phone.s in this city would be ·a good 
paying investment. There is. no· city 
of tl1e size a.nd i.mportance. of St. 
Jol1n's, in any pa.rt of the· world 
wl1ere you will find such a ba.ckwar.cd 
teiephone excl1an.ge as here. We have 
no p1ublic telephone in any part o,f tl1e · 
city. In Cana.dian Northwest scar·cely 

that tirom fa;rm to farm there is a tele
phone wlre, and the result is, that 
during stormy weather o:..y in the win
ter, he can carry on his, _convers·atton 
with his neighbour or his business 
man in th.e city, and thus. by the aid 
of tl1e telephone is saved a grea.t deal 
o1i time, toil a.n.d hardship in the 
doing of 11is business. 

There· can be no questiion whateve 
tl1at tl1e telephone is an absolute ne
cessity. There a.re various systems, in 
operation,but I think tl1e most upi-to· 
date is to be found 'in tl1e State of 
Illrn-Ois. It is called the Auto-Manual 
System. The ope1~tor has .very little 
to d'O with the connecting of the par
ties. The appar.atus is something 
like a typewrite:r. Number 84 is called 
up, the operator .simply strikes 84 on 
the keyboard and without doing any
thi'ng else the conne·ction is. made. 
Then, again, h·ere we have a system 
betwee,n St. John's and Portugal 
C·ove, Torbay an<.l Poucl1 Cove and 
other places. What is the i·esult? If 
I wa.n t to, speak to a person in Tor
ba,y, people in Pou.ch Cove and Por
tu.gal Cove can take off their recefv .. 
ers a.nd h.ear all that goes on. There 
are qt1ite .a numbe1- of people who go 
to Topsail a.nd otl1e·r places in Con
ception Bay during the summer sea
son. The advantage to these, peo· 
ple and the residents generally if 
tl1ere vvere public telephone offices 
at these different .points would be 
very g·reat. 

T.he trade and ·commerce of this 
countr·y must greatly benefit by sucl1 

one· town or city of any importance a system, because anything which 
i1as i1ot its telephone system owned 
by tl1e Province or City, private· com
panies for the control of such busin
ess are n.ot permitted tl1ere·, and they · 
have in every case made the business 
pay. The farmer livin.g miles, away 
out on the· prairie ha,s his telephone 
wire strung along his fence rails so 

te11ds to bring a.bout rapid communi
cation, whethe1r· it be railways, tele· 
g·r.aphs or tele·phones, ~~:::tcilitates the 
transaction of business, and improv
ed facilities mean much more trade. 

The Bill also provides for the 
establishment of lighthouses and 
fog ala.rms. There can be no q ues-
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tfon .wl1atever a.s to the· abso.lute ne
c1essity for a provi.sion of this. kind. 
The public 11igl1ways of this city are 
ligl1ted at a cos·t ofl $13,000 or $·14,000 
a year, in order tl1at pedestrians may 
use them 'vithout risk to life or limb. 
The waters a,round our coast are a 
s·ort of public highway used by up
\vards o~ forty tl1ousand fisl1ermen, 
in addition to those enga.ged in the 
carryi·ng trade of the country, by 
n1ean.s of sl1ipping; it is ab·solutely ne 1 

cessair·y that this 11igl1way sl1ould be 
ligl1ted ancl even greater pains sl1ould 
be take11 to safeguard tl1e lives o i 
tJ1ose wl10 u.se: tl1e higl1ways of tl1c 
city, beca,use the· dangers are great· 
er. In tl1e past tl1is. country and 
tl1e "\\-Torld in general were appalle·d at 
the· frig·l1tful marine disasters whicl1 
occurre1d arot1nd 011r c·oasts, but 11ap
pily tl1ose da)r.s .. are gone, and when 
o.-:.1r wl1ole s~rstem of lightl1ouses and 
fog alarn1s is completed, tl1is bra.ncl1 
of our public service 'vill be as eff i
cient as can be found is a11y otl1e1~· 

ra.rt of t11e world. No better in
vest1nent can be made tl1a11 tl1at 
'vl1icl1 tends to tl1e protection of tl1e 
li 1iTes ofl bread-winners and the prop
erty of citizens; and the· time of this 
House cannot be better occupied than 

' ' 

ir~ considering matte.rs of this kind. 
l feel s111e, Mr. President, that this 
Bill i..vill meet witl1 the 11earty co
operation a.nd support oD hon. mem
bers. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-Mr. P.resi· 
dent, the p'ictt1re which the hon. mem
ber l1as painted is a very charming 
011e, and one, which we sl1ould all like 
to see. There is. no question about 
the fact that telephone.s in the outports 
'vould be a very distinct boon. There .. 
are many of our out.ports at the 
present time whicl1 are almost totally 
devoid of ·~omm uni cation. I have in 
my ·mind at tl1e p1resent moment set
tl~n1ents q11ite near one anotl1er, but 

sep.a,rated by arms, of tl1e sea, and 
very often, for montl1s at a time, tl1e 
people of one settlement know abso-
1 utely noth'ing about what is goin.g on 
in t11e otl1er. As I say, then, te1epl1one 
connection wo·uld be a very desirable 
tl1ing, but I tl1ink the, ho11. gentle
man is a g reat deal too sanguine. You 
will find that the establ·isl1ment o.'.: 
t11ese telephone sy.stemis, however; de .. 
sirable tl1ey may be, is a ·diffic·ult and 
exp.e11sive n1a.tter. You cannot put up 
a11d n1ain ta.in aJ telep·hone sys tern any 
more th:an a telegraph system witl1out 
11aving a laJ'g·e number' of services :or 
tl1e purpose of keeping it in good · 
orde1r. I am not goin.g to ·say very 
n1uch on that point, but I am very 

- , 

sorry to observe that the Government 
seriously entertains tl1e idea ofi estab-
lisl1ing a government-telephone ser .. 
vice in this city of St. John's. If a 
new telephone s.yste·n1 is. to be at
tempted, it should be a matter for 
the lVfunicipal Council; but be that as 
it ·may, I would like to disc·over how 
it i.s possible for the GovernJ:llent to 
establish these telephon.es,in tl1e out
ports and in St. J ol1n's at the same, 
time, with a vote of $150,000. Cost of 
installing a really up-to-date telephone 
service in this city \Vill r.ea.ch $150,000 
\:Vhat then is left fo:TI the outports? 
And if I kno\v a .. nytl1ing about the re-
.qui1rements of the out.ports. it will 
take at least $150,000 to establish the , 

s.erv·ice there-and what is le~:t for 
the city? 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-They will 
come in for another vote when that 
i·s spent. 

HON. MR·. ROBINSON-Possibly. 
But is the game worth the candle? I 
remein1ber reading·, two or three 
years ag·o, a manifesto by Premier 
Ro.blin, of Manitoba. He was. going 
to take ovTer all telephones there and 
n1ake it very n1ucl1 c·heape~ for the 
peo-p1e; but tl1ere 11a.s been notl1ing 

• 
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but complaint nrom the time tl1ey wer.e 
taken over right down to the present 
ti1ne. The siame thing applies in Bri
tain, where the telepl1one service was 
taken over on January 1st. Complain ts 
are very gene·ral the1re. No, Mr. Pre
sident, I don't obje·ct to state-owned 
public 11tilities, such as. a telepl1one 
service, in · ·Comm.unities where the 
pop11la.tion is. la,rge, and where· condi
tions a:re s.uch that it i.s not possible 
for personal or pa:rty influence to 
interfere vvitl1 the condu,ct of the 
s.ervice; but just as I object, and ob
ject very strong·ly, to state control of: 
railways in Newfoundland, ,so I object 
to state control of telephones in· this 
ci tyv. I am perfectly willing to grant 
tl1at the ·se1rvice· is, not s:a.tisfactory, 
l}ut is it fair to e.xpect any company, 
or individuaJ, to spend something· like 
$150,000 to ins.tal an up-to-date tele
phone seirvic.e 11ere when within. a 

' )Teair 01· two·, for party, c·ommercial 
or other ·reasons, tl1ey m.ay find that 
their whole capital would be practi
cally lost. The best ,system to 
adopt, and the system which v,vould be 
most workable, would be for the Gov· 
ernmen.t to make arrangements wit11 
some Compa.ny to instal a telephone 
system 11ere and to na.me· a p~?ri od of 
time du1ring wl1ich the service should 
b·e co11ducte·d,, subject to the right of 
pu1»chase by the ·Government at a fair 
valuation. If that were done I have 
no doubt some ·company wot.1ld be 
found, tl1at would be prepared to 
spend the necessary money, 1nd then 
if it weJ'e thought wise to p;1rC'.hase 
the system in future yeairs, tl1-e Gov
ernment would be able to· take l.t over 
as a going conc·ern. I · •s.ee r10tl1ing 
ahead of us .at p~rese·nt but a great deal 
of confusion. A system tha.t is 
sta.te owned will, in my opinion, prove 
very much ·more unsa.tis.factor"~ tlla~ .. 
the service wh'ic11 vve 11ave :'°'! t tl1e 
p1resent tirr e. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-Hear·,hear! 
. HON. MR. ROBINSON-Tb~ cost or 

such a service as that contemplated 
by the Government would ne PTJ(>r1:1· 

ous, .and I ,say agaiin . tha.t instead ot 
$150,000 being .suffic'ient to ere0t a11cl 
equip the system, the amoul1t re'2tl1ir· 
e.d. will lJe a.t least ,d-ouble tl1:it. ,,~11il'~ 
tl1e service will be just as: unsn..tis· 
fac·tory, .as. it is at the pres~nt time, 
and p1robably more so. 

HON. MR. McGRATH-This mea-
,sure Mr. Pre,sident, invites provision ' . 

for a local loan of $250,000-$100,000 
to be applied1 to a rfurth·er extension 
of our lighthouse system, in per:s.u
anc·e of the· ,policy ado.pted by the 
pi~~·es.ent Government two years ago; 
andl $150,000 for tl1e cre.ation of a 
telephone ·sy.stem 'vithin the i·sland. 
The new ·depa.rture ·embra.ced in this 
telep.hone p1r·oje·ct, involves large 
and importa.nt issues. A·c·cording to. the 
hon. leader o.f the Gover·nment. in this 
House, two pl1as.e.s of tele.phone instal
lation ajr:e ·Conte·mplated-first, the 
extension of the existing telegraph 
system throughout the island to 1S1mal
ler localitie.s by installing te1ephones 
in these, where it would not pay to 
maintain telegr.aph offic·es the tel~ 

' pl1ones, however, 1serving as. economi· 
c.al feeders for the, telegrap·h lines; 
and second, the providing of an up to 
date telephone system for St. J ol1n's. 

As to the extension of the telegra.ph 
system by means of ou.tport tele
pl1ones1, .it seems· to :me that as ·these 
lin,es are to be conne:cted with the 
Postal Tele.graph Service, there is no 
other.r course 01pen than rfor the Gov-
ernment to canry out this s·cl1eme 
along the lines sugge.ste·d. In other 
"

1 ords, no body ·else wottld be got to 
undertake such a service because all , 
the ·connections would have to- be 
made through the Postal Telegraph 
offices; and, therefore. th.e Colony 
having admitted tl1e p:rinciple of tele-
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graph extension an-d the benefits of 
this. ag.ency 11a vi.ng been exten·d·ed to 
as many of our outports. as possible, 
it _ must obviously follow that further 
extens'ion to· the smaller localities by 
means of tele.phones will be generally 

' . advantageous. I do not agree w1th 
Hon. Mr. Gibbs that there will be any 
substantial-saving by this policy. On 
the contrary, I .am in ac1c·o.rd with Hon 
Mr. Robinson who mainta.ins that 
the·re will . be. little, if any difference. 
In my judlgment, the only economy 
will be in substituting 1for a more or 
les,s capable telegrap1iist, with a 
·minimum ·salary of $120 a year, a 
telephone in, say,the post-offic·e in tl1e 
small hamlets, at a slight inc;rease in 
the pos~ma.steir's annual stipend. But 
there will be no saving in the build
ing or maintaining of the lines, be
cause it costs as much to build and 
maintain a mile of telephone line as 
it -does a mile of telegraph line. 
However, in c.onsidering the item of 
cost, we must not ignore the great 
advantage whi:ch the telepl1one will 
be to these smalle·r localities, ancl 
whether th.e servi.ce pays or not, the 
people Who live in the.se places are en-
titled to th.e greatest facilitfes that 
can be a.fford'ed to them, consistent 
with the colony's fina.ncial obligations 
otherwise .. 

The pro·blem of a tele·phone systen1 
for St. ,John's.. stands, 11owever, on a. 
diJ!er1Jnt b.asis. \Ve are faced with the 
alter.native of 'its being a c:ompany 
owned or a state-owned; enterprise. 
Th'i,s :ls essentially a question tl1at 
admits of ·different views. We have 
heard Hon. Mr. Gibbs argue s,tr:ongly 
for public owner.ship, and Hon. Mr. 
Robinson argue jus;t as strongly . 
again.st it; and the same differen
ces would be vo'iced by peo-ple any
where i.n tl1is city if. the question 
were submitted to them rfor th.eir 
,opinions. Tl1e problem of P·Ublic own~ 

ersl1ip of sucl1 utilities as ·the tele
grapl1 .and tl1e telephone is one of 
the g·:reat outstandtng isisues witl1 the 
,~to1rld at large to-da,y. There is much 
to be ,said in favor 0 1f p-ublic owner-

• 
ship, but it does , not nec.essarily fol-
low that bec·ause othe,r co,untrieis fav-

. or such a policy it is the wise:st one 
for us to adopt. Wl1ile it is. true that 
statesm,e,n and commun'itie1s. in many 
countries. are· advo.cating .state.-owner-, 
sl1ip mo:re a.nd more, there is mucl1 
cause for disputing, I submit, that 
state-ownership gives, a.s effic'ient or 
as. satisfactory a service in many in
stances, as. -com.pany-owned utilities·, 
and its success really d~penffis, in the 
mJtin~ on its being honestly carried 
out. The difficulty ir1 this, colon)'", 

• 

wher.e the con.necti:on between poli-
ti~s ~tncl public ownersl1ip i.s so direct, 
will be to keep the service divorced 
f1 ·t·m tr.o g:re~tt a pcJjtical cuntr ol, ant~ 

t.he whole problem may well call fe>-r 

careful ,consideration . 
• 

In 1regard to the f inancial possl--
bilitie·s, o.f a telephone system for thi:s 
city with the likelihood of lon.g dis

tance extensions .in the future I am 
' 

in·clined to ag·ree with Hon. Mr. Rob-
inson rather tha,n with I-Ion. l\1r. 

Gibbs, as to its not being a large 
dividend-earner. I do not tl1ink the 
exp.erience of state owneirsl1ip of pub-

• 
lie utilities elsewhere, will end:orse 
the view tal{en by Hon. Mr. Gibbs 
that a state-owned telepl1one system 

would pa.y ,a ten per cent. ·dividend or 
anything like: it. Per.sonally, I do not 
believe that a state-awned telepl1one 

· ·sy.stem in this colony would yield a,ny 
tl1ing like such a dividend; indeed, I 
do not tl1ink the Governm.ent would 
be warranted· in operating a system in 
:sucl,l a way as to secll(re s.uch a divi
d·end, .for if the undertakin.g proved 
profitable enough for that, the proper 
tl1jng to do wot1ld1 be to reduce the 
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rates. Tl1ere ,is, no c1t1estion whatever, 
of COU)r'Se, as . to tl1e rieed for a more 
moder11 telephone s:rstem in St. 
Jol1n's, tl1at is admitted' on all 
11a11ds, but we may, I think, take it 
for granted that if we enteT upon 
sucl1 an enterprise we need not expect 
any sucl1 dividends for a lon.g ·ti1ne be
cause, in the first pla.ce, we have not 
e ·ven begt1n,here in N ewifoundland, to 
realize as yet tl1e pos.sibilities. of the 
telepl1011e .as an adjunct to, b.usiness; 
and in tl1e' .se.cond1 place, tlJe worl1.:in.g 
of any sy.stem he.:-e will be attended 

. witl1 many difficultie;s tl1at ·do not 
exist elsew.11ere, and that will enta.il 
g.reat :expense without .any c.oinpen
sating advantage. 

Wl1ile making a trip across ·Canada 
recently I availed of the· opportunity 
to lool\: into the telephone c1ue-stion in 
the various provinces and cities 
throug·h which I passed, entirely for 

. my own infoi.rmation and because I 
knew tl1at the, telephone problem was 
one that was pfessing upon our at
te11tion in Newfoundland, and I think 
·that, if I co not weary the House, it 
n11ay be of some· interest to hon mem
bers· if I briefly described the condi
tio11s whic-11 exist tl1roug·l1out Canada 
witl1 regard to telepl1ones, especially 
i11 tl1e vVeste.rn Provinces where, all 
tl1ings considered, this ag·ency is per
haps, more in use than anywhere else 
in the world. I •s.ay that, without dis
regar·ding the vast strides forward 
wl1ich the American Re;p·ublic, is. mak
in.g in this di;:"ection, but in North
'\Vest Ca.nada the d·evelopment of ,rural 
telephones. ha.s reached a stag·e unap-

·proached anywl1ere else·, and the 
conditions in tl1i1s yegion more trie-
semble ours than do any othe1rs. 

In the Ma:ritin1e Province·s-Nova 
Scotia, New Bruns.wic.k .and\ P. E. Is.
land-the telephone systems are main
ly compan)1 -0·Wned. Each province has 
one or several co·rporations operating 

i 

telephones. In Nova Scotia tl1ere 
11as recently been a merge1~ and no'Y 
one con1pany controls the situation. 
In Ne\V Bruns,wick tl1ere rure a few mu
nicipal concerns, but one huge con
cern stands "'~ell above them1. In P. E. 
Isla.nd on.e .compa.ny al.so dominates 
tl1e situation. The latest proposal is 
an inter-provinc'ial telepl1one cable to 
be laid across Nortl1umberland Strait 
connecting P. E. Island '\Vi th . tl1e 
mainland · at a cost of about $70,000. 

. To-da,y one ca.n . telepl10.ne betw,een 
Sydney .and Halifax, and Halifax and 
St. J ol1n by means of tl1e long-disr
tance lines, and if this sche1r:e . is 
\vorl{ed ot1t it will enable a man on 
tl1e retmotest sea.bo.ard of P .. E. Is-
la11d to speak witl1 anotl1er at Cam.p
belton, in N evv Bruns-vvick, · near the 
boundary~ of Quebec, · a distance of .. a 
tl1ousa.nd miles, thoug·h this, · surpris
ing as it may be·, is nothing so · ~nucl1 

·of .a marvel as in America, where· they 
now talk ove;r: a tele·p·hone - between 
Ne,w York and Denver, 2,011 mile1s, 
\\titl1 telegraph •messages being .sent 
O\'er the .same ,·vi.re at the same time 
as tl1e tele·p1honic· ·COn\rersations . are 
being carried on. In tl1e Province of 
Quebec the Bell Telephone Compa ::r 
11a.8\ almost absolute c:ontr.ol of tele~· 

pl1ones for the · entire province, tl1e 
111ovement for public· O\vnersl1ip· 11av
ing 1n1ade no prog·ress \Vhatever there. 

In Ontario the Bell Telephone Com-
• 

pany, thougl1 the dominant factor, has 
now to face tl1e competition in tl1e 
first place of what 'is known as the 
i11depender1t telephone org·anization, a 
'ery active .and agg;ressive 1r.ival,made 
llp of some 460 minor c·oncerns, con-
11ecting' '\vitl1 eacl1 otl1er wl1erever pos
sible, and in tl1e next place of about 
25 municipalities in tl1at Province· 
vvhicl1 own an.d 1n1aintain their O\Vll 

local systems, one of those 'in t11e 
t; ounty of Rochester, l1aving by pru.:. 
dent mana.g·en1ent been able i11 fi\re 
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yearg, to \reduce· th.e annual hire ot 
teleph-0nes to $7. and exp·ecting in ten 
)rearg hence to be able to give them 
to its people for nothin.g. A.nnther 
conspicuous telephone sytsem, one of 
the finest in the world, is1 in the city 
of Port Arthur, Western Ontario. The 
town with abou.t 15,000 peo.ple, 11a.s 
3,000 telep:hones, while we, witl1 30,000. 
have only about 750, so that in Port 
Arthur' there are, proportionately 8 
users of the tele·phone to one u.ser of 
it in St. John's. 

As a result of tl1e decision of the 
Canadian Railw.ay Commi1ssion.1 tri .. 
bunal invested with !full powers to 
control rail way, telegraph and tele
phone c«mipanies, compelling the Bell 
Telephone Co. to give· the Independent 
(~01111lanies c.onnections wl1erever pos
sitle, the number· of telephones i !l tl:.e 
f~rrm houses of Onta·rio ha.s grc) iVU in 
five years if.rom five thous.an.d to fift;-., 
thousand, ·and a.s competent authori-
ties have figured out that the instal
lation of a telephone saves. :i. farmer 
fifty dollars a year, this means a total 
saving for the farming peop·le of th.at 
province of 2% million dolla1rs <lllnn
ally. 

Wl1en one passes tl1e boun-
daries of Ontario a.nd enter s 
Manitoba ·One finds a. state-
c>-wned telephone .system in full ope·1~

ation. The last speaker (Hon. Mir- . 
Robinson) was · c1 uite ·correct in. saying· 
tl1at the Roblin Government attained 
power on a telephone policy. The Rob
lin Government did advocate the buy
iJlg out of the B:ell Telep1hone Com
pany and eJsta·blis.hing· a sta.te-owned 
systen1 of telepl1ones. After havi.ng 
been ·elected, this· policy was proceed
ed with, an-d it is said th.at the price 
paid the Bell Telephone Co·mp·any was 
about $3,000,000 more th.an it should 
have been. As to thait I kno\v nothing-, 
but tl11roug·I1 tl1e }{i11dness of a f·riend 

in Winnipeg I \Va.s1 1able to enjoy tl1e 
pr1ivileg·e of studying the· working of 
tl1e telep,l1one system, the Comn1is
sione1r of Telepl1ones, Mr. Patters,o·n, 
bein.g kind enough ·to .afford me full 
opportunitie,s for ·doing so. State-own
ership of telepl1ones fo,r" Manitoba is 
now .going· throug'l1 a crucial stage in 
tl1a;t Province. It 11as not been a con
spicuou.s suc·cess .so f,ar, financially~ at 
any rate i11 Manitoba, partly because 
of ·politics. The ad1minis.tra.tion of1 the 
service is sup1posed to be· non-partiisa,n 
there being three commissioners in 
cl1a,rge o.f tl1e Telephone De·partment, 
app-arently politics iplay:s no small 
part in its. oper·ation. Be that, howev
er, as it may, we are only co·nce1·ned 
11ere in results. The outco·me of last 
year's operations of sta.te-01wned tele-
phones dn M.anitoba was a serious. de
ficit-$120,000 on a revenue ofl about 
$1,250,000, in addition to which the:e 
was -a .similar 1Sl1ortage in tl1e 
amot1nt tl1at should have been set 
aside to p·rovi~e· for ·depreciation. In 
otl1er words, .a loss of a c1uarter..1mil
lion dollaTs, or 20 per cent. , resulted 
fro1n tl1e year's operations. There· is'" 
thoug·l1, this to be said witl1 refe.rence 
t 0 the l\t1anito ba system of telephones, 
tl1at it ts operated by tl1e Gover11ment, 
not a.s a re·ve11ue-ea1rning enterpr'ise, 
but as .a public utility in tl1e sense 
tl1at we maintain ligl1tl1ouses. Eve:ry 
farmer in l\/fani to ba, practically, has 
now telep11onic· facilitie3. He no .long
er uses his wire fence for telep11onic 
purposes, as Hon. M:r . Gibbs explain
ed. Tl1at was do11e 'in th.e1 paist, but 
tl1e ·day for it 11as. now ended, and 
tl1e farmer in Manitoba will be sat-
isfied at present Wtitl1 nothing less 
than a first-olaiss. li11e built for h:i1n, 
costing· $60 to $80 and, lin some ca·ses, 

$100 a male. This is one oif tl1,e· rea,s

ori.s wl1y the ei1terp1:-ise is going be

l1:i11d-tl1e cost of pro\ridi11g· i11stalla-
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tions .for widely ~separated farmstea.ds. 

HON .. MR. ROBINSON-Are· the 

rates 'not being rai~,~d? 

H~N. MR. McGRATH-I vva1s just 
comin,g to tl1at. In the 
W'inn1peg tl1e rates are no\v being 

. . 

rais.ed-and tl1e:r:eby h.a.ng·s, a tale. 
'Vinnipeg· 11a,s a population of ab·out 
150,000, ·or five· times that of St. 
Jol1n's. \Ve· 11ave about 750 to 800 

telepl1ones 11ere and on tl1at bas1ts 
\\Tinnipeg would 11ave about 4,000, 
but vVi11nipeg had, a.s a matter of 
fact, 19,000 telep·l1one.s last· Septem
ber and probably 11as 20,000 to-da.y. 
Tl1e rate uncler tl1e Bell Con1pany 
1'ras $30 a year. It "\Va.s. inc·rea.sed by 
the Roblin Government to $40, and 
now it iis p.yoposed to advance it to 
$48. This ma.y .s.ee·m an absolute i11-
dlctn1ent of publ1ic. o\vnersl1ip, but it 
ii1s only fair to . say,, on the otl1er 
hancl, tl1at an alternative pi~~oposal is 
now put for\v.ard by vvl1icl1 .a.ny per· 
son can secure1 a telep11one· fo.r $1. 50 
per month, which 1entitles 11im to 30 

calls in the month,, or O·ne· p·er day, 
\Vl1ile fo·r every ad·ditional call 11e 
pa.)'~i S t''ro cent$. The. reason for off er
ing tl1is a.lternati"\re to tl1e· p,eople o~ 

tl1at city :is tl1a.t Win11ipeg is said to 
b,e .· th~ n1ost extravagant Git:y.,. i11 tl1e 
\Vorlc1 i 1n tl1e use of t'h,e te.lepl1one. 
The· 1Vfan1toba autl1orities. claim 
that by tl1is new . scl1eme tl1ey vvill 
be able to eliminate 100,000 need
less ca.lls a day in tl1at city ·alone 
ancl tl1ereby increase tl1e· effdciency of 
tl1e servic.e a.s well a.s reduce tl1e op'." 
era.ti11g expenses. Thes.e· autl1orities 
also ·claim that under GoveTnn1ent 
O\Vl~ersl1ip tl1e us.e o·f the telepl1.one 
has . greatly increased. \Vhen tl1e 

' ' ·t 

Ro~1li_n Government . took over tl1e· 
- .-.· .. (·' ,._·, _ ... ..., .. -

p1,;·ovincial ·telepl1ones · firom the Bell 
C~m1)'a.ny in 1907 there were, but 
8,000 pl1ro.Jies. 'in ·\iVinnipe·g·,. ,a.nd only 
15,000 in tl1e proviince -vvl1ile ·· at tl1e 

. ' 
; 

end of 1910 the· number in Winnipeg 
11ad increased to· 18,000 and in tl1e 
province to 34,000. 

I11 tl1e Province 0~1 Sas'katcl1ewan~ 

"rl1icl1 ,adjoins Manitoba\) tl1e· princi'
:P.le of · public owneJ·sl1,ip· 11a.s not yet 
been carried o,ut in. its enti.rety,tl1oug·l1 
it seems to be coming·. Tl1e· p·olicy 
of tl1e Government ·in tl1at provinc.e 
t1as, been to· ·pr·ovidie tl1e poles for 
tl1e· buildiing of country telepl1on'e 
lines, a p·olicy easily understood wl1en 
it 'is, Ten1embered that on tl1e, prair..;.. 
ies \Vood is an a.rticle alm.ost im:p,os
sible to procure, and wooden IJole·s 
a.re very costly becu.use of tl1is; and 
to g·radua1lly acc1uire tl1e existing· 
telepl1one com1panies, "\Vl1icl1 are. prdn- · 
c.ipally co-oper·ative ones, t11ere b.eing 
24 7 oift them, witl1 5,848 subscribers 
and 5,500 :miles· ot\ wire: Tl1e farm .. 
ing cor11munities and villages. form 
tl1eir 10v\Tn telepl1one companies:, but 
witl1in the pa.st tl1ree or four year·E; 
tl1e G-overnment 11a,s been, buying out 
a g·reat nUln1be1r o·f tl1ese smaill con
cerns, and it is probable· t11at witl1in 
a fevv yea.rs the . p:rovin.ce wall pos
sess this utility entire1y, as. it d-0es in 
l\t1a11to1ba. I looked into tl1e· qt1estion . 
i11 tl1e cities o5. Re,gina a.lld Saskatoon. 
Reg·i11~ 11as. 12,000 people aud 1,800 
telepl1ones.. Sa:skatoon., witl1 15,000 
l)eople, 11a.s 2,000 telepl1ones. 

In l\lanitoba the system is a manu~ 
al one, so1newl1at as we 11ave in ·St. 
.Tol1n',s, but on a more i1nproved 
scale. Tl1e lifti11g· of your telepl1one 
recei\rer from the 11ook starts an ele·c~ 

t :'ic; li-g·l1t, 'i11 t11e ce11tra.l switcl1-board, 
-vvitl1 your number· below it, ancl 
"Ce11tral" asl{S you for tl1e connec~ 

tio11 }you want "'\Vitl1out an3r prelin1in: 
ary ring·ing· o.f tl1e bell by you . . \A/l1en 
tl1e con·versation ceases ~ tl1e l1ang·ing 
llp of ,your receiver puts out tl1e 
lig·l1t a11d discon11ects 3ro11 tl1ereby. In 
Sa1skatcl1evvan, 11owever, tl1e :auto;<l1a.: 

• 
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tic syste1n is ii1 use. On each tele
pl1one Jnstrument is a dial witl1 nun1-
bers 1 to __ 0, . and ; by hooking you:r 
fj11ge1· in rings attacl1ed to eacl1 num

b·er and :· moving _ tl1e dial in a se1ni
circle you aµtoma.tically make tl1e 
cpnnection yourself. ~ If tl1e - party you 

- - . 
seek is _ busy )rou . learn of tl1is . by a 
buzzing· on. the 'vire and you discon-
11e.ct . by hanging· up the ·Teceiver as . ' 

usual, but if tl1e line is not busy tl1e . - / . 

1nstrun1ent on the otl1er end keeps on 
rjnging until .somebody .at tl1e other 
end an,swers _ you or you disconnect 

I ' I - • . 

yourself if satisfied tha.t tl1e party 
~rou want is not. ans,vering. 

In , Alberta as . in Manitoba, tl1e 
' ' 

princi1)le . of state-ovvned . tetepl1 » le .3 

is al&o in operation ai1d tl1ere, tO(), 

the· a,utomatic telepl1one is in t1se ~ s 
ln Saskatcl1ewan. Premier Siftt)11, of 
...i\..lberta, introduced into tl1e· Albe,~·ta. 

Legislature .. a few days. ago a i)ill to 
provi9-e for the .raising o5 a sun1 of 

$2,000t'OOO . to extend tl1e provincial 
telephone , system, providi11s for 
3,000 miles of rural line, 500 iniles 

. ' 

of long distance lines. o:ver . new. ;routes 
and 700 miles of _ extension of exist

ing long distance lines. Alberta 11as 
-a. pop11Jation _ of onl.v about 3t> ') ,0 JO, . 
or about half as inucl1 again aa ~e1v .. 
foundland, and yet _it undertal\:es a.n 
outlay of • $2,000,000- if()r te~ '}1)t10r:rs 

.as cl1eerfu1ly as we make a _;similar 

outlaJ'" for railway~. Only o.ne munJ· 
cipal sy._stem exists in Alberta, ~nd 

that is in the capital city of Edmon· 
ton. Edmonton 11as a population tl1-e 

size of ou1r · own . and( tl1~ City Tele· 
pl1one . Commissioner, with wl1om 1 
talked· the . matter . over in September, 
told m._e .tl1at in the mon,tl1 of! August 
th~y: had 3,100 , telepl1ones in op~ra- . 
tion tl1ere,that is four times as maliJ' 
as -in St . . Jol1n's, the rates being 
sligl1tly lower . than _ our. -·own., . $36 f o·r- · 
busi11ess and _ $24 for private phones. 

In Calgary, witl1 some 45,000 pe,ople, 

tl1e,re are 11early 6,000 telephones, and 
tl1e long-d.istance installation enables 
one to rs.peak with people in tl1e ·re· 
motest sections of tl1e province. Fin
aJly, witl1 -regard to tl1e Alberta tele· 
pl1one syste1n, it is important to note 

tl1at Premier· Sifton ·Claims tl1at it 
earns a h.andsome su~rpl us 
equal to 5 per cent. 

In British Columbia, after· travers.

i11g· tl1e n1ountains,tl1e system of c.om
pany-owned telepl1one.s is a:gain 
fo11nd. The entire telepl1one system 
of tl1at Province is practically in the 
11a11ds of one telephone organization. 
Tl1e rates vary, .of .cour:se, accordi11_g: 
to tl1e size and busi11ess 'inter•ests of 
ti1e ·differ~nt ·communities, but 'vl1ile 
uniforn1ly 11igl1er tl1an tl1ose in tl1e 
Eastern Provinces they are probably 
only :in tl1e same :ratio to tl1e earnifis' 
powers of tl1e 1peQple. In all tl1e 

provinces wl~e.re c.1'm1pany-owned tele·· 
pl1ones exist, goodl)'" dividends ar(~ 

IJaid every year ,and in the Province 
of Albe·rta tl1e state'"()\Vned! telepl1one 
is a good paying .proposition accor<l· 
ing to thet official ·records. In Mani

toba it · i~ not. a.t. present, and Sa,s• 
katcl1ewan has- not yeL assumed ar1y 

ownersl1ip of 'its telephone installa· 
tions. 

It must not be 6orgotten, tl1ougl1, in 
Gonsidering both sides of tl1is tele
phone c1uestioµ, that with company
o,vned telepl1011e systems tl1e policy 
is only to develop in ·directions wl1icl1 
as-sure tl1e g~reatest J)rospect of profiit

able returns_;in otl1er words, tl1at 
telepl1ones are i1ot extended to small 

pla.ce-s and sections whicl1 offer little 
chance of profitable rett1rn. Tl1is o: 

' cour,se, is proper enoug·l1 for a 
private enterprise, looking for divi
dends - for its stockl1olders, but a 
Government wl1ich develops a public 
utility must -do so on ·different line.a 

• 
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and must face the risk of loss in or
der to affor·d those '\Vho live .. in sGn 1all 
co11nmun.ities the · same ,fia,cilities · as 
thos.e '\Vho · live in lltr,ger ones, since 
tl1e taxes paid by . tl1e one class as 
well as those paid by the other, a.re 
utilized to maintain tl1ese servic.es. 

The review \Vl1i~h I 11ave given of 
the telepho11e situation throughout the 
Dominion sl1ovvs that in the older 
nrovinces of C.anada, those on · the 
Atlantic and Pacific seaboards, where 
tl1e communities are more· conserva
tive in their views, co~npany-owner

ship- of telepl1ones still obtains, while 
in th·e newly settlecl p'.rovinces of~ the 
North-west the ·. policy of public own
e.rship p.revails . It .· may be wortl1 
noting, mor1eover.. that in the recent 
provincia~l election in . ·.· Onta:rio, · tl1e 
Libe:al P arty, in opp'osition ·; there, 
ad vocatedl state-owner·s11ip of tl1e 
telepl1one ·sy.stems, and ·· that · while 
tl1e W·hitney Administration would 
not go that far, it appointed a · Com
mission · to inv1'est ig.ate tl1e question 
of government~ownership · of tl1e 
trt111l{· lines. Governm.en t ownership 
o. ~' telephones · was also-.' an item in 
the policy of the . Liberal · Party in 
B t itisl1 Columbia .. in the recent gen
era l election in tl1at province. · I 
might : sa.y, fu r th.er, that in the West 
tl1e tele·phone is us·e·d instead of tl1e 
telegraph for moving tra.ins; and 
tl1at when I was. in Vancouver Com· 
missioners fron1 the Japanese Gov
ernment were investigating the tele
pl1one systems 0 {1 t.l1e Pacific Coast. 

Throu,gho11t the · "World tl1e qt1estion 
of nationa.lizing these p11blic utilities 
is now very n1uch alive. Hon. Mr. 
Pelletier, tl1e · .Postn1aster General in . 
the Borden Gover·nment, 11as declar
ed 11imself in favor·. of public O\vner-
sl1ip 
a11d 
er al 

of telegra1)l1 a.nd telepl1one lines, 
. t l1e A.i11erican- Postma.ster ·Gen

l1as · n1a ue simtlar . proposals ··: to 
... 

• 

• 

Congres.s. In Great Britain the Govern~ 
ment took over the w.hole ·telephone 
s~Tstem of the country on January ·"· .. 
1st, prior. to wl1ich the British Post ·.,._: .. ,:: 
Office Department controlled about · :·:.. 
500,000 miles of telephone wire, wftl1 
120,000 subscribers, and the com· 
pany-owned systems had about 
four times as many mile.s. of wire and 
fou·r times as many subscr'ibeirs. The 
National Telephone Co,mpanyi who·se 
business was thus .acquired, : had~ · a 
registered capital of · .. 16 million 

poun.ds., employed 18 ·thousand per· 
sons and · operated1 half-a-million· · in-
struments. 

In France, Germany. l usttia; Rus
sia, Italy . and Spain the telet>hones 
are state-owned. · Iu Sweden ·there 
are cheaper telephones and more; in · 
proportion to the population, than in'· , 
any other ,country in the world. 
Stockl1o~m, with · 400,000 people, · bas 
not less than 75,000 · telephones, and 

.. ... 

I. •• • -

·., 

. . . 

tl1e annual rate 'is only $11 f;or · 600 
. ": .: .. :~~ .. : 

calls. The cheapness is due to there 
being company-owned 
owned telephones and 

and · stat~ 

the competi-

.. 
! • ', . . . 

- .. 

tion brings · down rates·. . In Norway::·: ~-
. ' . ._.... . . 

tl1e long distance lfnes are · owned by 
the state ' and extensions are · inade· · :: :· · 

· every year, it having been dee id ed 'in :.. '.: .: · 
Decembe.r to extend the system .. to · .. ":: ; 
the 'far northern towns, which are 
amon.g the chief centres of the ' fish· · 
ing 'industr;}T. ~ · .. ! . 

. ·Applyin~, then, this mass of 
. . .. 

data · 
. .... 

to · the teleph.one ·situation in St ' ........ . 
. . 

: . . .. . 

John's, what do we find? \Ve · are 
. . . . 

faced w·ith. ·the fact that we have 800 
. .. .. 

pl1ones in the city ·and that th~ po&- · · .. 

sibilities of . the extension of the ser- · · · ; ·. · 
. ".'ice in tl1e immediate ·future are, at 
the out~ide, that this · number .may· 
'be · doubled. · • That s:uch a doubling, 

r indeed, can .take ·place, I ver)r mucl1 
·. clo11bt, unless the· rates ··are. reduced· . 
Then a.rises . the q_uestion; can · the 

' .. . . . 
' . 

' . . 

• . . . . ' . .. .. 
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rates be reduced and efficiency en
sured, as well as mal\:ing· tl1e ventl1Te 
pay? Tl1is, a .ga.in, is a matter tl1a t 
admits of dispute. Tl1at tl1e Go•.r-

ernment could make sucl1 an under
taking· i)ay as readily as a comp·any 
coulcl, will, I tl1i11l\:, not be conte11d
ed. Tl1e argument for state-owner
sl1ip 11ere is mainly tl1at it v1ill be tl1e 

. 

country's own fault if tl1e service is 
not satisfactory. If tl1e Gov
ernment ·decides to establisl1 a tele
pho11e system in St. Jol1n's . as part 
ofi sucl1 a .scl1eme fo·r tl1e isl,and, I 

tl1inl\: it ougl1t to be prepare-d to do 
so on the· basis of being satisfied 
with making· ·two ends meets or even 
sufferfng· a slig·l1t loss in the ea.rly 
years. 

Tl1is 11as been tl1e record of 

tl1e Post Office Depa,rt1nent-it is on
ly \Vitl1i11 tl1e past year tl1at tl1e Post 
Office 11as . beg·un to pa.y; only in the 
last annt1al report 11as tl1e Postmas-

. 

ter-Ge11eral been al)le to claim that 
tl1e revenu.e from 11is departn1ent 
11a.s exceeded tl1e expend~tu·r·e in 
maintaini11g tl1e service-putting 
aside, of course, tl1e ·appropriations 
for subsidies for tl1e carriag·e of 
inails by stea,n1ers and trains. Ot1r 

experience -vvitl1 · tl1e telegrapl1 
ten1 ·v/as- son1e\Yl1at similar. 
we took tl1e latter over from tl1e 
lleid Co. , ten yea.rs a.go tl1e receipts 
\Vere practically- · notl1ing arid tl1e ex-
penses \Vere large. In spite, 11ow-
e\re1\ of 11ea ·vy outla31s for extensio11s 
of late . yea,rs, \Ve 11a ve been a1)le to 
mai11tain the ra.tio betwee11 re\renue 
and expenditu1re, . a11d · ~vvl1e11 tl1e 
scl1eme o.l telet;·rc.11)11 extensio11· no'v 
in 11and is con1pleted anc1 tl1e outport 
telepl1ones are installed, an.cl tl1e con1-
binecl se.r\1ice beg'ins to worl\: \vitl1out 

. ' 

<1n}1 larg,e den1a11ds f0r exte11sions in 
tl1e fl1ture. I tl1ink tl1e serv·1ce w,ill 

tl1en beg'in to pay, its \Vay . · In the 

Iig·l1t of tl1ese facts, we may re.aso11·· 
ably 11ope tl1at if ·a ·state-owned 1SY1S-

te1n is adopted, Jt will, after some 
years,pay also thou.gl1, as I said be{1.::>re, 
I do not tl1ink tl1e r)rospects, of its 
being a pajring ventt1re are: as good 
as if it we1·e operated by a pri\rate 
co1npany. 

Tl1e ar"g·l1ment in favor of operat· 
ing· tl1is telepl1one· syste1n by means 
of a private concern is, o::, course,,tl1at 
it \vill ensure g·reater efficiency, Q 

mo·re satisfactory servic·e and, gen
era11Y, more a.oceptable results tl1a.n 
if it were operated by the state; 
wl1ile, on tl1e otl1er ha11d, tl1ere is tl1e 
ar,gument that tl1e telepl1one is tl1e 
legitimate complement of tl1e Post 
Office and tl1e telegira.p.11, a.nd tl1at if 

• tl1e carriag·e o: written 
tions by tl1e mails, and 

com1mun1ca-
of vrritten 

c·ommunications over tl1e telegrapl1 
lines is a public dut3r, it is just as 
mucl1 a pt1blic . duty to provide tele-

phone 
wav ., . 

co>1nmunications lin tl1e 
Anotl1er a.r:gu1nent is 

sa,me 
tl1at a 

private corpo1ration \Vot1ld not under-
tal\:e tl1e pro,riding· of exte11sdons 
\Vl1icl1 tl1e Go\rernment i11ig·l1t tl1ink 
c1esiral)le 011tside St. J ol1n's, because 
tl1ese .extensions migl1t not pay suf
ficiently at tl1e start; and tl1at, tl1ere-
fore, tl1e1 g·overnment sl1ould not 
ha11d over to p:ri vate enterprise t11e 
portion o] tl1is business whricl1 would 
yield a dividend and retain for itself 
tl1e non-proftable side of tl1e under· 
tal\:ing·. 

At tl1e pres-ent time tl1e:i·e are in 
tl1is Colo:iy, apart from St. J ol1n's, 
t elepl1one sy·ste1n 1s in Harbo11r Grace, 
Grand Falls, 'in and about Cl1an
nel, in and abot1t Grand Bank, and 
011e is no\v being· mooted f·or Bt1r.in. 
while I hear tl1at a movement is 
on foot on Bell Island- for an instal-
lation tl1ere. Wl1ile tl1ese s·vsten1s . ., 

are not of tl1e class contemplated by 
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~he Government, because they are 
really miniatt1re tele,phone systems 
in tl1e sense o:! tl1ose canried on in 
Canada, yet it is quite possible tl1at 
by means of .a trunk or long-distance 
line, all these could be in time con
nected with tl1e .sy.stem in St. John's, 
and tl1e revenue that would accrue 
from that would, in that cas1e, go 
entirely to tl1e ·state-owned or com
pany-o,vned telepho11e· system. ¥lith 
.regard to private co-ope·ration there 

' is unc1uestionably the fact that, judg-
ed by our experience .in tl1is Colony. 
allldl as Hon. Mr. Ro bin son has said 
witl1 regard to the recent taking o·ve·r 
of the British telepl1one system by 
tl1e P. 0 . Depairtlmen t, m ucl1 g·rea ter 

eff-0iency can be ·counted on from a 
p1ivate enterprises, but many contend 
tl1at e'ren .at tl1e cost of 1some sacrifii·ce 
in tl1at respect, it would be better 
for the .state to control this .agency. 
Tl1e question is admittedly one of 
great interest and we can only 11ope 
tl1at whether the· sy·stem it to be 
state-owned o·r company-o·wned. we 
sl1all get a satisfactory service soon. 
And wl1oever starts tl1is servi.ce will, 
I trust, consider the newest tele-
phone .system, that known as the 
auto-.manual and novv in operation 
at Ashtabula, Ill., whic·h is regarded 
as far tin advance of anytl1ing else 
yet devised .for this purpose. 

In connection with the system of 
outport telephones, the fact ought 
not to be· overlooked that one of tl1e 
ad,rantages of the. prop·osed· installa
tio11 of telep·hones in the outports. is 
that it will be possible to make tele
phone com1nunication dn almost ev
e1ry instance with the existing ligl1t
l1ouses., and also with tl1ose proposed 

to b·e built as a feature o.f the inea.s
t1re now before us. I d·o not know 
of a11y better use tl1at could be made 

of tl1e telepl1one as an agency of 

commm1ication tl1an to connect with 
th·e lighthouses. and signal stations, 
because these ma.y be so very 11elp
ful at times in the saving of 11uman 
life. In that connection I desire 
,-ery- strongly to s up·port tl1e pro
posal to extend tl1e lighthou·se sy.s· 
tern. It seems to me that the desira
bility of a policy of· this kind is 1so 
serf-evident that it needs· little to be 
said · in its favor. As .a seafaring 
people we ought to provide every 
agency that is possible to safeguard 
tl1e liv·es of our people, and as to 
tl1at, I take it, theµe will be no dif
ference of opinion. 

HON. MR. MILLEY-I endorse the 
remarks made by the last speaker but 
one, Hon. l\1r. Robinson, and ""ould 
like to toucl1 upon one or two matters 
i.n connection witl1 t11e propose.d tele
phone system. I would ask the ho11. 
gentleman in cha1rge of the Bill, if tl1e 
$150,000 will be spent in tl1e city or 
divided up amongst the outsd.de set
tlements. It is only a short tin1e ago 
since I returned from the Old Coun
try, and remarks have been m.ade here 
by some previous speal{er about tbc 
telephone system there, tl1at tl1e talc
ing over of the system by· the GO\'· 
ernment has been a success. Now, Sir, 
I came i11 contact with several of tl1e 
business people in England and on one 
occasion tl1e question of the telephone 
came under discussi'on, a.nd I was told 
tl1e system before tl1e enc1 of tl1e year 
was bad enoug·l1.but .since tl1e Govern
n1ent 11as tal{en lt over it is ten times 
WC;~~.se ;" I am afraid tl1at sometl1i1n1g 
of tl1at kind will be said ifi the Gov
ernment tal\es over tl1e present sys
tem and expends $150,000 on it, a.s it 
is intended to do. About eighteen 
montl1s ago I wa.s one of the two or 
three that were appointed by the 
Board of Trade to go into tl1e tele
pl1one system in this country, and· 
in the investigation that took place at 

• 
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that time we found that it would take 
a good deal more than $150,000 nearer 
$500,000 to put the system in St. 
John's as it should be, and I am 
afraid that the Government's $150,000 
a.sked f.or here will not go very far in 
inaugurating an up-to-date system in 
this colony. The system suggested by 
Hon. Mr. Gibbs would co.st this col
ony nearly $500,000, and you ask for 
a loan of $150,000. It is just as. well 
to make this loan $500,000 and let u.s 
have an up-to-date· serv~ce once and 
for all. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-I think 
this is one of the m·ost interesting 
discus.sions we have had this session 
and the fund of information elicited 
is most valuable. This Bill appears 
to be a s.econd edition of the Railway 
Bill of thTee or four years ago. We 
are told that thi.s telepl1one system 
will cost $150,000. Now, we have 
heard two gentlemen, one of whom 
11as told us the amount requ,ired will 
be nearer $500,000. I am not pre
pared to say which oj these estimates 
is c·orrect, but if we take the· me.di
um it will be considerably more than 
we are a.skin.g for in this Bill. vVe 
have not been told whether the Gov
ernm~nt 11ave taken an estimate of 
this matter, o.r whethe;r they are go .. 
ing on in the same way they did with 
the r.ailway, surveying as they went, 
and trusting· to Pr·ovide·nce as to wha,t 
it would cost. I do not think it is 
rig·ht for a Government or an indi
vidual to run into debt, of which the 
·extent is. not l{nown. I was told o.3 
tl1e fallacy- of tl1is on a f orme·r occa
sion; I was told that a busines.s could 
not be conducted without debt; that 
it was. necessary for all clas.se.s. of 
business to 11ave a certain amount of 
debt. That may be true, but what 
g·entleman will g·o into business un
less· 11e ha·s. made some estimate of 

what the cost w'ill be? 

Coming to the question of delJt 

most of us. here, even tl1e youngest 
member, knows something of wl1at 
debt means. Previous to 1894 this 
country was sup1po1sed to be pros.per
ous, had the. cre·di t of being one of 
th.e wealthiest colonies. Everybody 
with the exception of a few who actu· 
ally kne·w the state of affai1rs, sup~ 

posed all was going along all ri.gh t 
until the Monday morning we came 
down to business and had a rude 
awakening·. What brought that a.bout 
I ask. Was not tl1at due to running 
into debt without e·stimating tl1e 
a1nount or the possibilities 0:1 meeting 
it? I s.ay without feair of contra,dic
tio11 that the "crash" was one of tl1e 

eff,ects that debt had upon tl1e co·m
mercial enterprises of this c1ity. For a 
few day.s .afte·r that Monday morning 
the Commercial establishments on 
\V.ater Street w,eire falling down like a 
house of cards. They had 'incurred 
debts without sufficient l{nowledge of 
what tl1e result would be. Are we 
to follow that exa.m.ple to-d:ay? Are 
we to run into debt witl1out knowing 
the ·extent and whether we shall be 
able to meet it? Eve1rybody is 
talking· abot1t tl1e pro.spe:rity of the 
country at the pr,esent time, a.nd I 
admit it is p,rosperous. Everything 
looks easy and well. But reflect a 
moment. You 11ave· ·your sealing fleet 
with a prospect of only 1about two
thirds of a voyage which 11as 
generally g·iven a tone to the summer 

outlook. And! if· there ts a poor seal 
fishe:ry, .generally the outfit fo,r tl1e 
.summer is curtailed. Then again, we 
read day afte-r day in the ·daily pape·rs 
the result of the Norwegian fdshery. 
Tl1at fishe1·y to-day is double what it 
has been for I do not know how long. 
Tl1e Noirwegian.s .are our competitors. 
Tlley will g·o into our market. 



166 LEGISI.,,ATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

o'f fish Tl1e:r· have a larg1e c1ua11tity of fish ani and tl1e in1mense catch • in 
cannot keep it. Tl1ey must sell, and Norway n1ay not bring about .seriol1s 
tl1ey will llSe every leg·itimate means loss to tl1e men wl10 11ave stal{ed the.i:r 
oj c·o111,petition, for g·.etting their fish · i11tere.st larg·ely in thes,e, enterp1rises. It 
into tl1e markets. Competition has tl1e is a ma.tte.r not to be looked at in a 
result of protecting tl1e public and gloo1ny way, but to lJe careft1lly con· 
co11.sumer. vVl1en competition is keen sidered and commented upon. I may 

- tl1e seller 11as to sub1nit to low prices. be old, but I am not gloomy. Tl1at 
Eacl1 011e undersells tl1e otl1e:r until is tl1e last tl1ing· you can call ine. 
tl1ey g·et to a state of .affairs 'vl1icl1 · There1 i's a joke in me yet a11d1 a kicl\: 
merely means removal of tl1e -vveal{
est. If tl1e N or,veg·ians send tl1eir 
:fJi sl1 to ma.rket ancl we cannot afford 
to keep ours, in oirder to .effect sales, 
we n1.ay sell it for less tl1an it cost us, 
If tl1ere is a g·ood fishery 11ere it v\rill 
be bad for us and good for tl1e Nor
\vegians. 

Wl1at effect will tl1at 11ave upon this 
island? It may not be f'elt right 
a.way but it is bound to tell in tl1e 
long run. If tl1e inen -vvl10 catcl1 t11e 
fisl1 g·et a sma.11 qua.ntity, tl1eir buying· 
ca.pacity is reduce·d; if a larg·e qt1an
tity, and tl1ey get a poo.r price, tl1ey 

are very little better off. I am told I 
tal\:e a - gloomy view of tl1ings. In 
1894 \Vhen everybody wa.s complain
ing· and firms on \Vater St. discl1arrg
ing 11alf their staffs I sai,d "this coun-

i11 me, a11d even thougl1 I stand alone 
I an1 prepare·d to get in a corne·r a11d 

' 

defen{1 my,self1
, n.o m1atter wl1at it 

costs. 

I tl1ink it is altog·ether a mistake 
tl1at be:iore this Bill was lajd before 
tl1e House, no proper 'estimate of 
wl1at tl1e, cost would be was made. We 
sl1ould not be· trifled witl1 in tl1is as 
we we.~·e witl1 t11e railway bill. We 
.sl1ould be, dealt fairly \Vith and told 
\Vl1at it is going to cost. I do not be
lie,re nlyself $15.0,000 will nearly cover 
tl1e expense, but tl1at a:iter we com111it 
ourselves to tl1e matter we will have 
to vote mo.re. vVe c:annot stop in the 

middle. vVe p,asse.d tl1at adrdition to 
the ra:il-vvay loan me:rely because we 
da.re not 'refuse, no matter wl1at we 
tl1ot1gl1t. \Ve were co1nmitted to the 

try is all rig·ht, it is tl1.e mismanag·e- tl1ing· and 11ad now g·ot so far, and it 
ment of tl1e country that 11a.s brougl1t "Yvould be ruinous to stop in tl1e mid
it \vl1ere it is." We saw 11ouse· ,after dle. No\v sl1ould we not learn experi
house g·o under, anotl1e; compro111is- e11ce from the past? We a.ire not g·o· 
ing·, an.otl1er g·etting an extension of i11g~ to learn from tl1e· future. 
ti1ne, and few survived the ordeal. To On nlotion of Hon. Mr. Bisl1op the 

, 
this very day tl1ere are people in tl1is Bill was read a second time and re-
coun try in reduced circum,sta.nces as ferred to a Committee of tl1e Whole 

' . ' 

·result of that, but tlirough tlle good I--Iouse to~moriro:v. 

ness of. Providence sl1ortly we 11ad a HON. PRESIDEN,T 'read a message 
return to better times. Tl1is is not a from tl1e House of Asse1nbly tl1at they 
m,atter for wl1icl1 a.ny Government is 11ad pas,sed a Bill granting St1pply to 
to be tl1anl\:ed. It was tl1e g·oodness His Majesty, in \Vl1icl1 tl1ey 11ad .asked 
of Provide11ce \Vl1icl1 sent t11e fish . to tl1e Council's concurrence. 
our fishermen, and we were fortunate On n1o,tion of Hon. Mr. Bishop 
in getting g·ood prices, and this 11as this Bill was read a f:irst time, and 
ruled ever since. No\v, I 11ope tl1a.t orde:red to be read a second ti111e to-
the res t1l t ofl the pre,sen t seal f isl1ery _ mqr'r~.w ~ , ,. , 

• ~ • 7-f. -"' \ 

• 
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' - . 

~ . ....... . . . · .. ; .. ' . ' -

. on motion of .Hon. Mr . . Bishop the 
House adjourned till Monday at 4 p.m. 

MONDAY, April 8. 
• 

Counc·il met at 4 .15 p.m., pursuant 
, to adjournment. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Bishop the 
Copy.right Bill was ·re.ad a third time, 
and sent to the House of Assembly 
with a message that the Council had 
passed the sa.me without amendment. 

On motion of Hon .. -Mr. Bishop the 
Ap,prop-riation of . Lands Bill was read 
a third time, and sent ·to the House 
of As,sembly with a message that the 
Council had passed the same with an 
amendment. 

· · . On motion of Hon.. Mr. Bis.ho,p the 
House went into Committee on the 

· Debenture Bonds Bill. 

·HON. MR. GIBBS-The Hon. Mr. 
Knowling ad·dres1sed this House. in 
relation to the ena.ctment of this 
measure, but I cannot congratulate 
him ·Upon his spee;ch,because and he· 
~will pardon me for saying so-it ·did 
t1ot reflect credit upon his bu·siness 
intelligence or experience. H,e sa.w 
opportunity to indulge in gloomy fore-

. bodings in irelation to the e.xp·enditu·re 
for public services in the past three 
years, admitting in - the same bre.ath 
that the country . is prosperous. If 
ther hon. gentleman bro,ugl1t with him 
in the managem.ent of his business 

the same .gloomine1ss as to the ulti
mate . success' of it, I venture · to1 say 
without fear of' contradil.ction that it 
wou,ld not have develo.ped and r.e:ach
ed that · state of p1rosp:erity which 
it has.. He· asked the que·stion, 'What 
business man goes into a new venture · 
without makin.g an estimate of what . . 

the cost will be?' and s,ta.tes. that the 
object· whfc·h thi,s Bill emb·O·dies h,a;s 
be"elf ·set · on. foot ·without any rep,orts 
or ·estimates being ., secured as to its 
cost. The hon. member is entirelv . . 

.. . . .. 

wrong. . .. : 
HON. MR. KNOW.LING-\V.hy are 

tl1ey. not g·i ven? 
HON. MR. GIBBS___,..Tl1ey are con-· 

fidential. Thi,s m.atteir' has been thor
oughly investigated and ·reported on. 
Representati'v.es of various C'onstru.c
tion c·ompanies visited this, .· country 
last year, went care.fully ·into the 
m.atte:r, and furnished e:stima.tes1 as. to 
what they would b,e p1r:epared to con
struct the system for. The .hon. gen~ 

tleman, ·when arguing .from . the · prem--
ises referred to, evtd,e·ntly tl1ought 
th.at the p-res,e·nt go·ve.rnment were 
~ollowing· in tl1e footsteps of himself 
and friends, by e.na.cting . .· legislation, 
the outcome of whic·h migl1t involve 
the Colony in a very· large i ;e.xpendi
ture of money without any conr·es.pond
ing gain. · He must have had in mind 
when he spoke and looked·' so ' gloom
i'ly and witl1 suc·h a ·rueful co·unten
ance, the ame1ndment by the · Bond 
Government of the Ratilway Contract 
ofi 1898; and I an1 not surpris·ed at 
his words or his looks, because tl1e 
bl und;eirs and mistakes tl1en made tl1is 
and future ge,ner:a.tions wlll 11ave to 
bear tl1e: burden ·of. Did 11el° ever give 
cons.i-dera ti on to the 'fact tha.t tl1e 
amending of the 1898 contra.ct en-
tails an . annual interest cl1arge. upon 
this Colony of $175,000, witl1ot1t 
there being .a.nytl1ing whateve1r to 

show :f1or ·'it? ·· Where ·wa1s then this 
bus.ines.s ·estima.te whicl1 he ·refer,s to? 
\Vhy ·did not tl1,e · 11on. g·entlema11's 
business experience then sl1ow him 
what the cost to tl1e Colony ·was g·o
ing to· be? Did · 11e1 tl1en make an· es ti-

. ' 

mate that the, cost to the Colony was 
g·oing· to be1 $4,600,000? ·And did 11e 
consider tl1at that :va,st sum was 
being expended in suc·h a ma.nner that 
riot one sing1e a,sset can be pointed to 
as. a ·res.ult of dt? Pe:rl1aps tl1e 11011. 
member had in mind that 11e a nd 11is 
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friends entered upon the p11blic own
ership of the telegraph system with
out eve1· tal{ing stock or making an 
estimate of 'vhat the cost was going 
to be to the country? They went into 
the 1natter blindftolded, so to · speak. 
The pttblic ownership or the telegraph 
system has cost this (;"\)}ony nearly 
$2,000,000, and an ann·ual interest 
charge of upwards of $80,000. The 
Bond Government paid the Reid 
N e"1foundland Co., under the tele-
g·raph award $1,500,000, the . .• tnaI-
dental expenses connected with that 
award 'vere $150,000; the cable 
between Canso and Po:rt aux Basques 
cost anothe·r $150,000; and the ex
tensions or the 'System have cost the 
Colony about $200,000 more. Thus 
we find that that Government of bu,si
ness estimates entered upon the pub
lic ownersl1ip of the telegra.ph system 
'vitl1out e"\rer takiing into account wha.t 
that public ownersl1ip was going to 
mean or '\\-"hat it was going to cost, 
and now the Colony has g·ot to pay an 
annual interest char·ge or $80,000, not 
to speak of the annual loss in connec
tion with tl1e operation of tl1e ~ystem 

· which 11as been g·oing on from 1901 
down to tl1e present time. The result 
or-i the amendn1;ent of the '98 contract, 
to put it in round figures, represents 

• 
an 1nc'tease in the l<iabilitv of this 

"' 
country of nearly $5,000,000. I am 
not, tl1erefore·, surprised, Sir, tl1at the 
mere thoug·ht of the expericence which 
t11e, 11on. g·e·ntleman has had makes. 
l1im g·loomy and .pessimisti~· . The 
hon. g·entleman referred to the finan
cial crisis of 1894, previous to which 
lie said, we were re·g·arded ~ a 
wealtl1y country. vVell, that crisjs 
was broug'l1t about through a lack of 
statesmansl1ip on the part of the 
then Government. It is a matter or 
historical truth that the condition of 
tb·e Commercial Bank +l t tha_t time 

had been known to the Govern
ment of the day for 'sev~al ·years .. The 
tire o.f '92 created a kind: Of' fictitious 
prosperity. Large sums of money 
were paid ot1t by insurance companies 
to those whose property had be·en de

stroyed by fire, and a very large :l por
tion of that money <found its way into 
tl1e Savings Bank; the Saving.8 
Bank lent larg.e sums to the Commer .. 
cial Bank; and then, sud·denly, in 
1894, at a time when no outf!ts what
ever had been issued for the fishery 

' . 
tl1e ·aovernment or· tl1e day, · notwith-
standin,g the f!act that a prominent 

' 

supporter of their own advised them 
' again.st so doing, made a demand up-

, . 

)11 the Com1n.ercial and Union Banks 
tor upwards of $664,000, to pay, it 
.vas said, a floating· debt of the Cot· 
011y, for which there was absolutely 
no necessity of p,roviding. This was 
but the culmination, so to speak, ot 
tl1e cry of "down with the merchants 
and level ·wate·r Street." 

vVe 11ea.r whisperings of the same 
thin,g to~da~" ,and wte· s.ee signs of ·anoth· 
er campa,ig·n of a simila.r characte~~' it 
one can read · ari1gl1t the meaning of 
tl1e coalition which an attempt is being 
made to bring about. But, Sir, are 
tl1e hon. gentleman's g·loomy predic
tions justified? I thinlr, Sirr, I can 
succe.ssfully demonstrate that they 
are not-and it would be · a bad thing 
for the countr~" if they 'vere. ·When 
the Gove·rnme11t came into power in 
1889, On the 'Cry Of ''down With the 
merchants," tl1e total import and 
export trade o~ the Colony was $13,· 
461,344; in 1890 it was :· $12,468,541; 

Jn 1891 it was:_ $14.306,616; in 

1892 it was $11,399,851; in 1893 

it was. $13,851,181; in 1894 it was 

$12,975,907; in 1895·96 it was .$12, .. : 

625,048; in 1896-7 it 'Was· $10,864,· 

123; in 1898·9- ~t was $13,241,560.; 

• 
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. in . 1899-1900 commen-ced the colony 
rise, when the figures went up to 
$16,124,723; in 1900·01 it was $15,-

836,481; in 1901-02 it rose to $17 ,-

389,209; in 1902-03 'it wa~ $18,456,-
448; in 1903-04 it was $19,830,561; 
in 1904-05 it was. $20,948,635; in 
1905·06 it was $20,500,550; in 1906-07 

it was f22,527,201; in 1907-08 it was 
$23,__3~1,880; in 1908-09 it was, $22,251,-
250; in 1909-10 it was $24,624,692; and 
in 1910-11 it was $25,359,657. These 
fig~res ·cover 22 years of the export 
and import trade of the Colony. Now, 
Sir, if we take the a.g·g1regate export 
and import trade ofi the, Colony for 
the eleven years from 1889 inclusive, 
We find that it amounts to $144,742, 
990, or .an average of $12,885, 726. 40 a 
year. The 11 years, from 1900 inclusive, 
to 1910-.11 amount to $233,036,546, 
or an -average of $21;185,~42. 20 a 
)·ear.; ' or a dif:fereneie in fa v
oi" Of . the . Colony between tl1e past el
even ·years a.s contrasted with the 
eleven years previous of the enormous 
sum of $91,293,57 4. But, Sir, I w'ill 
not stop l1ere "rith my proofs. I shall 
sl1ow 11ow this increa.sed expo:rt and 
import trade has been and is daily 
adding to tl1e permanent and lasting 
'vealtl1 of tl1e· country. At the time 
of tl1e "crash," to which the hon. 
gentleman has ref.erred, the total sa v
ings of our people, inclu·ding deben
tu;res 11eld and deposits in bank, did 
D:Ot exceed $6,000,000. Wl1at are they 
to-day? Tl1e total deposits in the Sav
ings Bank now are $3,015,000; the de-
posits in the Canadian Banks now 
doing- business here amount to $7,-
ll6,406 · 30; the debentures of the 
Colony held by our own people 
amount to nearly $3,500,000; , or 
$!3,631,460 · 30 · In other words an . ' 
lllcrease . Of nearly $8,-000,000 in 

actual deposits and ·Sa v'ings since 
1894. If I estimate in addition to 

tl1is the an1ount of re-irisu1~ance, of 
life polic-ies, the .capital invested in 
new industries, in new steamships, 
'3.nd various other enterprises, all 
since 1894, it will be fair to assume 
that tl1e permanent savings of our 
people will not fall far short of $23,-
000,000, or nearly flour times greater 
than they were in 1894. I submit, Sir, 
that it ·is only when we come to ex
amine facts and figu:res fairly that 
we realize what actual and real pro
gress and development of a perma
nent and lasting cha.racter 11as been 
going on in this cot1ntry during tl1e 
past eleven or twelve years. At the 
time which the hon. gentleman has 
referred to we had scarcely any 
aven11es of wealtl1 except the fisher
ies, and tl1e result of ca,rrying all 
our· eg·gs in one basket, so to speak 
did not, nor indeed could it, put us 
in a position of successfully meeting 
a time of dep·tession, of stor1n and 
distress; but now, with industries 
pa)·ing out annually millions of., dol
lars, whe11 in 1894 tl1e1re was paid, 
only a very sn1all sum, we are 
placed in a position that fifteen or 
twenty years ago the moist o.ptimistic 
in tl1e country "\"vould not da·re· prre
dict, because he mig·ht b.e regarded 

• as insane. But tl1e· fact 1remains 
nevertheless, tl1at tl1e country has 

; 

been progressing·, 11as been develop-
ing, an-d that it m.ust progiress. and 
must ·develop in the future. We can
not stand .still, or the, wheels of 
progres.s will roll over us. In 1890, 
when the construction of~ tl1e Hall's 
Bay railroad was staa-ted, which in
"·olved an expend'iture of anywhere 
from ten to twelve millions of dol
lar.s, our revenue w.as but $1,351 .485 . 
and the ·debt of the country was com
paratively 1small. F1rom 1890 to 

• 

1897, however, while the hon. gen-
tleman's friends were in power, the 
public ·debt increased to at least 12 



• 
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or 13 n1illions ofi dolla,r\s--tl1e out-
come of tl1e legislative wo.rk of tl1e 
hon. g8ntlem.an and his friends; a~d 
this was at a peiri'od in. our ind ustr1al 
history which all must admit was, to 

say tl1e least, ·dark. 
Tl1e 11on. gentleman sees in tl1e 

Norwegian catcl1, which is very 
large, a further reason for indulging 
in his doleful forebodings. The l\:een-
11ess of tl1e con1petition resulting 
tl1erefrom, he says, must have the· ef
fect of underselling, in ord,er to. mar
ket tl1e catcl1es of· botl1 countries. 
But, Sir, the incirea.sed prodution of 
food stuffs does not necessairily m.ean 
the lessening of the cost to . the con
su1ne,r. Tl1e contrary is the rule. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-That 

a good joke. 
HON. MR. GIBBS-\rVell, I will 

pro\re ft. Cana·da, ten year.s ago, . pro
duced very little wheat, and tl1e p.r·o
duce in tl1e Argentine· Re·public was 
also small. The whe.at exporting 
countri.es were· the· United States and 
Russia. Canada to-day is iexporting 
millions upon millions of busl1els of 
wl1eat. · This country bought all its 
f,lour from tl1e United States until 
tl1e development of tl1e Canaddan 
Northwest-and got it at a cheape1r 

rate tl1an we do now. The competi-
tion of Canadian wheat in the coun ... 
try did not make the p1rice of flour 
less. Flour was che.aper prior to 
tl1e competftion of Canadian wheat 
here tl1an it is to-dtt:y. That can be 
bo.rne out by statistics. There is 
more wheat grown in the wo1rld to
day than ever tl1ere· wa.s be1fore. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-Tl1ere are 
more people to eat it. 

HON. MR. GIBBS-That is the 
' 

point I am coming to. Tl1ere are 
more people to eat it, and that is the 
reason, Mr Ch.airman, wh·y th·e in
creased production of food stuffs does 

' 

.. . .. . : .• 

not mean a le:ssening · of· the pr'ices. 
Eve·l'Y moment in the day· so~ebody 
is born i'nto the wo.rld and conse
quently . more foo·d stuffs a-re requir
ed. Greater quantities of f:a.r~ pro
ducts. are grown to-day 1n the· world 
t11an ever before, but notwithstand
ino· that fact tl1e price.s have increa.s-

b . 
• • • 

ed 100 per cent., .andi in some in-
stances ve1ry mucl1 more. . So that 
increased pro·d·uction of any· ·f,ood ·pro• .. 
duct doe.s not mean that the cons um· 
er will get it at a lower pr'ice ~ 

Another reason, l\tlr. Chairman, 
why the hon. gentleman was ·wrong 
in taking suc11 a gloomy outlook of 
the matter· ts this: At the tfme ofl 
t11e Crash · the laborer in this city 

·was working for eighty cents a day, 
and many skilled tradesmen were 
getting but .a dollar .a day; the rail
way laborer ~a.s getting but a dollar 
a day. . To-day the railway laborer 
on tl1e . fish wl1arf gets from $1.·20 to 
$1. 40; and the . skilled·· workman who 
worked · for a dollar .a da.y then is 
getting ,firom $1. 75 to · $3. 00 ·a day 
now. Wl1at does that mean? It 

'. 

means tl1at wl1ere · the workingman 
had from 80 cents to · a dollar a day 
to .spend then, 11.e .. ha.s from $1<40 · to 

. $3. 00 a day · to . spend · now. That has 
not ·affected trade or business. It 
does not affect the man who pays • out 
the money, bec.ause It comes back to 
11i'm th1ro11gl1 tl1e inc:r·e.a.sed pu·rchas
ing power of the people. If we ac-· 
cept tl1e argun1ent of the hon ·. mem
ber that keennes.s· of competition 
bring·s ·down prices, why has busi-

- . 
ness n1ultiplied in St. John's.. There 
are more business people and· a great
er extension of business to-day than 
eve:::- before, and competition -is'., keen· 

· e·r in this city to-d.ay th.a.n ·~ · it '. eve·r 
was .before;. bu·t no.w. a '·.greater 
amount of busine.s.s. is done. . The·re 
are palaces in this city to-day whe~ 
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there wel'e very sma11 business places 
before. Those great departmental 
stores whicl1 we see to-day have been 
made possible by tl1e increa.sed pur
cl1asing powe·r of tl1e people, and by 
tl1e increased prosp,erity whic.h tl1e 
country has enjoyed during the past 
ten or fifteen years. But the "'increas
ed competition has not meant tl1e les
sening of tl1e prices; on the otl1er 
hand, pri·ces 11a ve gone up all ove·r 
tl1e world, and will continue to ad-
vance b.ecause, as tlle· hon. gentle .. 
man has said, there are more people 
born into tl1e world every day to .. 
make use of ~he p·rod ucts of all in-
d tis trial concerns. 

Tl1e g·reat industrial work which 
has been g·oing on in this country 

. , 

for tl1e past two or three years, and 
whicl1 will g·o on, has all been fin
anced without increasing taxation. 
vVl1)-T? B·ecause tl1e p;res·ent ·Govern
ment has been able to find a source 
of income hi,tlrerto untouched. We 
l1a ve been able to inc·reas1e the earn-
ing pov·ver of ,tl1e Crown Lands De-
partment $145,000 per year more 
than eve1r 'it was b,efore; then the 
receipts frrom Bell Island will amount 
to about $100,000 pe1~ year; the Ca-
ble Con1panies' tax will mean $16,-
000 a year-a.notl1er new source of 
i11come. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-The ·Cable 
tax is not ne·w. 

• HON. MR. GIBBS-It is a new 
sot1rce of income. The hon. gentle-
man and his friends were· endea.vo 1r
ing· to give concessions to the Com
mercial Cable Company, and· pro
ceeding·s are now pending in the 
PrJ·vy Council in connection there-
with. If we had permitted tha.t we 
would not have been able to bring 
the United States Cable· Co. and the 
otl1er companies in here and · 

. ' 
rest1lt we wot1ld not be in 

as a 
receipt 

" 

of tl1eir taxes. And there will be 
otl1er.s coming a.long as well. 

But, Sir, I a1n not done with ID) .. 

proo~s yet. At tl1e· time of the finan
cial crisis in 1894, tl1e postal rev
enue, which ts a ve·ry good index of 
11ow tl1e country is progressing, was 
but $37 ,053. 84; the returns of the 
past fiscal ·year show it to1 b-e $117 ,-
25D. 89, or an inc:rease of $80,206. 05, 
with reduced postal rates. Now, if 

t11at is not an 'index of· how this 
coun4ry is progressi11g a11d of its 
permanent a.nd lasting prosperity, I 
don't know what is. I am afraid the 
hon. gentleman has not tread the 
signs aright. vVe are like eve·ry 
otl1er country in the wo!rld. We can
not remain where we are to-day 
'i\T e must advance·. The world is 
advancing, and we are only taking 
part in tl1at great procession of ad
va.ncement, ind·ustriall}r and other
wise, whicl1 is g·oing on the world 
O'ver. The figures whic.h I have quot
ed prove beyond tl1e .shadow of a 
doubt that this · country is justi~ied 

in undertaking tl1e obligations and 
expenditures which 11ave been in-
curred and tl1a t all has been ·do11e 
wi tl1out a ce11 t of extra taxation 
tl1e people of tl11s country. 

HON. MR. KNOWLING-I do 

llDOll 
~ 

not 
intend to reply to all the personal 
referenc·es .. and insinuations of the 
last speaker, bt1t may say that his 
a rguments 11ave l)een nearly the 
whole of the time of a per sonal and 
direct natt1re. Since I 11ave been 
sitting· in this chambe1r I 11ave seldom 
made reference by name to any mem
ber, and do not intend to do so. I 
have dealt witl1 argument, and if not 
correct it is my misfortune and not 
my fat1lt. All the veiled insinu
ations a1re lilre water on a ducl\:'s bac.1\: 
It does not matter if the hon. gen
tleman vrent on with his personal re-
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ferences and insinuations until mid .. 
night, it would make no ·difference to 
me. I have been careful to make 
no reference either to thle Gove!I'n
ment of the day, 0 1r any Govern
ment, and no ind'ividual or bo·dY of 
individuals, but what I have said I 

have said of my conviction and be-
lie\re to be correct. I have1 as much 
r'ight to my opinions as. any other 
member of the Council, and have· the 
right to express them, but that i.s no 
justific·ation that I s.hould be set 
upon per1sonally because, I happen 
for the time being (I speak guard-
edly) to .stand he:r·e as one who· was 
a membe1r of the. late Government. 
Why should I be criticis·e·d because 
of that? I ·do not criticise any mem
ber because he happens. to be a. mem
be'r of the present Gove:rnment, and 
do not intend to. 

We were told in the: c·our.se of the 
last speaker's remarks that inc1reased 
p·roduct.ion does not mean a reduc
tion in prices. That all depien·ds up
i>n conditions. V.le we.re told that 
the prices in Canada to-day are no 
lower than when tl1e United States 
expo1r:ted to this. country nearly the 
whole of its flour; and what accounts 
for the ·difference to-,.day? The pop
ulation ·of the United Sta.tes ha.s. in-
creased ::t such .a r.apid rate that 
they r.equire the1 larger PO\rtion of 
their p·roducts for home c·onsum.ption. 
Canada, on the other hand, has op
ened up virgin ·soil that has enabled 
it to expo,rt now to. a I.a,rge extent, 
an·d this ha.s. made up for the de
ficiency of' the United States. Their 
increa.sed population consumes nearly 
all the surplus products. 

I do not intend to say mo-re on 
thi.s matter, but at any r.ate I want 
it to be understoo·d that I a.m p·re
pared fo.r anything at all, but think 
that when attacked personally I am 

• 

only doing my .duty in def ending 

myself. 
HON. MR. GIBBS-I think th.e 

hon. member· feels sore· tha.t I hav1e 
had the teimerity, so to speak, to 
criticise the public actions of him-
self and his friends. If he calls 
tl1a.t personal .attack then I a.m 
guilty;. but I have yet to, lerurn that 
any man, no matter wl1at 11is posi
tion may be, is immune from cri ti .. 
cis,m because .he was .at one time a 
member of· a Gove·rnme·nt .and an· 
other time of this House. If we a.re 

going to throw the cloak or immun· 
ity from critic:is.m ar.ound our public 
actions because we are in one place 
at one time and some·where els.e at an 
other, then I very muc·h fea.r fior the 
public institutions of the country·, be
cause th·en we would be setting up an 
·esthetical example, and e.stablisl1-
ing a condition of a.ffai-rs. whic:h, to 
say the least is 11armful, a.nd will 
not further tl1e ends of that critic'ism 
which I have indulged in, as. is the 
duty of every m.an to do. Doe.s the 
hon. me·mber thinl{ it pe1rsonal ref
erence to cTiticise wha.t was done in 

a. a. Gove·~nmen t of wl1icI1 11e was . . 

membe;r, whose blunders have 
notorious, and wl1ose leg·islation 
m.any ways h.as. been a by-word 
reproach, and which has added 
the bt1rdens of the. people· ofl 

been 
in 

and 
to 

tl1is 
country without showing anything in 
return for it? Is it wrong to criti
cise the actions of a Government 
whic·h paid a contr.actor five million 
dollar,s of public money? If they 
had paid their O·Wn money it would 
be none of my buslne.ss1, but I have, 
like every other person, h.ad to shoul· 
de.r my share and want to know the 
reason why. I am quite justified in 

criticisin.g the .actions of men whose 
blunders have ·Cost this. country an ·; 
interest charge of $170,000 a year. 

" 

• 

, 
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Is that peTsonal attack? Is that what 
he mea.nS1 by per.son.al refierences? I 

know it is part of tl1e political 11is
tory of the Government of whic·h he 
was a member, of wl1icl1 11e does not 
want to hear anything. He argues 
that tl1e U. S. wan ts practically all 
tl1e wheat itself now, but does not 
attempt to meet the ·statement which 

have adduced that increased p:roduc
tion of. food products. ·does not ne
cessarily mean reduced prices, b11t 
on the contrary, he substantiates it. 
Does the hon. member know that 
the United States, with a population 
of 93 millions, uses only about three 
million ·dollars' wo:rth of _codfish, 
while in England they use $30,000,-
000 wo·rth? There is a field where 
've .can market all the fish p:roducts 
ofl tl1is country, and it is being slowly 
adopted, and more fish is .going into 
the United States from this country 
to-day than eve:r before. And more 
will ,g·o in next year, and it will keep 

• • on 1ncireas1ng eve:ry year. The.r,e-
fore, because of these principles so 
vvell known and so well ·defined, it is 
that tl1e increa:se in tl1e catch of fish 
does not necessari'ly mean that the 
prices a~re to be low. 

I think that the hon. mem.ber is 
a little sensitive this. ·afternoon, be-
cause I 9an assure him th.at I did 
not (I c11allenge him to point out 
that I did) make any personal re .. 
ference to him that can be constru
ed as reflecting on him per:sonally. 
I ·did, however, criticise ·his. political 
conduct and will in the fiuture en
dea vo.ur to show where mistakes and 
blunders hav,e been made·. 

Committee of Wl1ole on Telepl1one 
and' Ligl1thouse Loan Bill. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-In tl1e. discus
sion of every measure tl1at come:S· be
fore this House while I hold the· posi
tion which I do at present a.8 repre-

senting tl1e Gove·rnment 11ere, I 11ope 
that every hon. member", no matter 
wl1at political party he is supporting, 
will c·onsider tl1at he 11as tl1e free 
r.ight of ;Spee·ch, and ·will not 11esitate 
to express. his vie\VS fully upon any 
mea.sure. I hope at tl1e same tin1e, if, 
in the course of my rema·r·ks I sl1ould 
feel called upon to remind any hon . 
member that on a previ·ous occasion 
when he was either a member· or sup
porter of another Government, by 

which such things were done, 11e will 
not consider that I am making any 
personal reference. I exceedingly re
gret tl1at the Hon. Mr. Knowling feels 
agnieved. I feel very sure that Hon. 
Mr. Gibbs did not make any per.sonal 
reference. 

The ·discussion, Mr. Chairman, 
11pon this Bill was ''ery animated, and 
a very keen interest in the measure 
'vas manifested. Tl1e speeches, I 

may say, have a.II been particularly 
good, but tl1at of Hon. Mr. McGratl1 
calls for special reference. It was a 
very remarkable speech, and sl1owed 
that he had a very close acquaintance 
with tl1e s11bject witl1 whicl1 he wa.s 
dealing. He i11formed us that o·n a 
recent \7isit to the Dominion of Can
ada, as he visited ' rarious cities and 
towns, he made a special study of 
the matter of tl1e telephone system 
adopted here and there from the At
lantic to tl1e Pacific, and tl1e infor
m.ation which he "\Va.s able. to affo1··d 
the House was I am .sure entertain-

' 
ing and valuable, and we all so re-
g·ard it. 

It should appear from the remarks 
tl1at there is· much diffe·rence of 
opinion regarding this· measure as to 
wl1ether the Government is asking 
for sufficient money. All hon. mem
ber·s appear to be ag·reed tl1at we 
could not too quickly arr.ange in 
some wa.y for the establishment of a 
thoroug·hiy up-to-da.te system of tele-
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pl1011es for St. J ol1n's. Tl1e differ
ence of opinion seems to be as to 
wl1etl1er tl1is sl1ould be unclertalren 
by a private corporation or by tl1e 
Governme11t. 

As to tl1e exte11sion of telepl1ones 
i11 ot1tports to connect witl1 previous 
teleg·rapl1 stations, I may say it is 
only .i11tencled to be of g·radual growth 
a11d 011ly a n1oderate expenditure 
under tl1at 11ead will tal{e place dur
i11g tl1e remainder of tl1e term of tl1e 
present adn1i11istration. Tl1e esti
n1ate of tl1e Government Eng'ineer 
for a tl1orougl1ly n1odern .syste1n in 
tl1e city is $150,000, and 11is figures 
'vould appear to be correct from tl1e 
fact th~1t a priv~a.te corporation 11as 
i11ti1na te c1 to tl1e Go·vern1nent its c1e-
8ire to undertake tl1e installation, and 
a lso es t i'1nates. that $150,000 is the 
sum tl1<:-tt '\voulcl be ~equired. Tl1is 
\\Tould see1n to autl1enticate tl1e fig-
ures g·i,ren by l\Ir. Hall , tl1e Go·ve.rn-
111e11t Eng·ineer. That \\70Uld pay for 
t11e full ins ta.llation, and the neces
sary office to run tl1e syste.n1, tl1e cen
tral station, and tl1e \vl1ole equip
n1ent. Tl1is is tl1e reaso11 for the 
Go,Tern1nent 's asking for tl1e sum of 
$150,0 00. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-Am I quite 
clear in unclerstanding the Leader of 

t11e Gover11ment to say that tl1is sec
tio11 is inte11ded to apply solely to 
the city. 

'nON. MR. BISHOP-I did not so 
sta te. 

HON. ~JI R. ROBINSON-I under-
stood tl1at tl1e co.st in tl1e outports 
would b e paid out of cur're11t revenue 
and tl1e $150,000 would be spent in 
tl1e city. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Tl1e figures 
quoted by tl1e ho11. g·entleman are 
c1uite correct. \iVl1at I did say was 
t11at tl1e estimate of tl1e Government 
Eng·inet=;,r for an up-to-date system of 
telephones for tl1e city of St. J ol1n's 

v·vas $150,000 '\Vl1icl1 sun1 is 
raised by loan unde.r this 

to 
Bill. 

be 
I 

said also that the extension of tele
pl1ones in tl1e outports would be a 
gradual growt11, and no large expen
·diture vvould be made, and: sucl1 as 
\Va.s, would be macle· from curre11t 
rev en 11e. That does not imply tl1at 
none of tl1e $50,000 would be spent 
in the outports, or tl1at none of tl1e 
current revenue would be 
in St. J ol1n's. but tl1at we are asking 
for vvl1at will be suffic.ient to estab
lisl1 a system in St. J.ohn's·, and tl1at 
anytl1ing furtl1er tl1an tl1at would 
come out of cur.rent revenue. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-Rather a 
clistinction witl1out a clifference, l\1r. 
President. 

Tl1e Com1nlttee rose and reported 
tl1e Bill \Vitl1out a.mendn1ent. Thi's 
repor t was received, a.nd upon motion 
it was ordered tl1e Bill be read a 
tl1ird time to-n1orrow. 

HON. MR. BISHOP mov~ed tl1e 
House into Committee on tl1e Rev-
e11ue Bill. 

HON. MR. AYRE took tl1e Cl1air of 
Committee. 

Tl1e Con1mittee rose and .reported 
tl1e Bill witl1out amendment. Tl1is 
report was receivecl and it wa.s ordBr
ed tl1at tl1e Bill be read a tl1ird tin1e 
to-1norrow. 

HON. MR. BISHOP.-In • n10V1DLg 
t11e second 'Tead1f11g· of tl1e Public· Ser
' ' ic.e Bill, I wot1ld .say tl1at tl1ere is 
but one tl1i11g as far as I a1n a.ware 
tr1at calls for a11y special reference; 
I .refer to tl1e vote for tl1e i1np,r1)ve
n1ent and preservatio11 of tl1e Lobster 
Fisl1ery. v\Te 11ave 11ad a very ener
g·etic a11d apparently a ·very competent 

, [nan g·oing· around tl1e country ex-
a111ining· into tl1e operations of tl1is 
fishery tl1e past two seasons, and 11e 
l1as prepared a very exte11sive report 
upon tl1e oper'ations of that fisl1e.ry 
a11d recom1nends that atte1npt be n1ade 

J 
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to preserve .a.nd increase it by a sy.s· 
tern of propagation~ This .syEltem · tl1at 
he reco:minends is a .. · ·siinple· one, and . . 

tl1at will be .selected. 

I ima.g·ine tl1at every 11on. member 
of tli"is House 11as seen sometl1ing of 

tlie .r·eport of l\!I r . Dee, ancl 11as rea d 
tl1e speech of tl1e Premier, -vvl1icl1 

appeals <to tl1e Government as being . 
·, 

well worthy of . trial; u.pori a not exten· 
sive scale··· ··· for tl1e· p:resent; 11e sug· . 
gests :th.at at some two or three points 
arour1d'•'. the 'island1 tl1e· system sl1ould 

. . . 

be attempte·d . a11d ·the results "\vatched. 

I should say· tl1at one of the. places 
. ' ' ' . . 

.selected would be Fortune Ba.y. Tl1e . . ' .... . . 

lobster fishery some year.s. ag·o in tl1at . . . 

·district" _was .a. ·very consid.era.ble one, .. . . . . ' . . 

but l~a.s1 dlwirndl_ed la.rgely in r·ecent 
' . : . . . . 

·year!s_, ·comp1aratively few lob.ster.s 
have bee~ ... ,pac.J.{ed· there. lately.and tl1e 
fish are ge~ting. smaller every year. 
The same· ap·plie·s, but in a smaller 

. ' . . . . . . 

degre~, . to Plac·entia Ba)r. In tl1e . . . . . . 

distr1ct of. St: Barbe the fisl1.e:ry is· at . . . . . . . ' 

its be.st, · and tl1ere seen1s to be no . .... . : .. .. :~ . ' 

·a1m1nut1.011 of the lobsters tl1ere, a.nd 
. . ' 

those caught 'are . of larg·e·r' .size tl1an 
~els.ewl1e·1:.e · ~r~~1id1 our coast. Tl1.e 
co11di~ions existing in that ·district 
may, 'It:·· ~-s tl1ol1ght., . be secured by a 

-...... _ . . 

system of propag·ati9n in · tlie various 
other· ; distric-t · of the island. . Son1e 
think 'that· ·111ey can · it11 be made equal 

. . ,,. . . . . . 

ly productive ... · I may say that I do 
. . . . . . . ' 

not sliare this opinion, and tl1at 
tl1ere a.re, conditions .in tl1e1 ·di.strict of 

. ' 

St. · B~rbe whicl1 can never1 be ef-
fected"fn: Some. Of tl1e ba~ys in. tl1e COUn· 

.... ' . 

try, for· VR,,rious1 reasons ,v.h1ch I i1eed 
not e11te~. upon now, but I. :~.m firn1ly. 
c.onviriceci ·that .a . g·reat d:eal can be 
done, a:1idt·~· tl1at tl1is fisl1ery can be in-

• • - i· . . . 

creased· · · ~ if it i.s undertaken · • in a 
prope·r e~erg·etic· way, and if ·t11e 

• i : . 

concurrence and cb-ope1.;atio·n· of tl1e 
101b·ster- fish·e:rmen c.an he 'i:iecure·d·, and. 
tllis ought'.'to b~i sec·ured ;·"but· if there· 

I . . • ' .· . · 

is any· difficulty we should take mea~ 
sures to compel -~ packers to s·av·e 

. •. 

spawning lobsters· and 11a11:d them ov· 
er to the·.- (Jover11.ment · In.spectors, o-:
men appoi11 ted under the1m ... to . collect 
and tak-e:- tl1e· · tobsters · to· tl1e place :J 

·was an exl1austi ve one, ai1d lcnows 
tl1at tl1e expend~ture is not to be 
gi·eat. l\1r: Dee: suggests the selection 
of a suitable· cove, a11d protecting it 
witl1 'vire netting, and1 tl1at here, day 
by day, should be brot1gl1t the lob· 
ste·rs ·Containing· spawn. Effort no'v 
will be· made to c.01npel the fishern1e11 
to keep those lobsters alive and hand 
them over to a steam launch wh'icl1 
vvould come around' day by day to 
tal\:e tl1em to the pound. -vvl1ere tl1ey 
'vill be l\:ept until tl1e sp,awn matures. 
Tl1ey are not ex:pected to do this for 
notl1ing. but '\Vill be paid for eve.ry 
lobster containing· sp.awn. I notice 
t11at some complaint wa.s made recent· 
ly that tl1e price to be paid· is not 
suffici'ent, but 'vl1e11 it is remembere d 
tl1at tl1e 1)aclre-:, \-.:1l1e11 i)aCJ{ing· loh
sters no\v incurs a penalty", and i f 
convicted tl1at penalty rray be sever·e , 
tl1ere appears no reaso11 wl1y they 
sl1ould be. ·paid anytl1ing for lobsters 
Eo" taken. But the Governn1ent is d e
si1rous of obtainjng the co-oper.a.tio11 
of every packe·r, and is · preparec1 t o 

· pay 11im for e '\rery spa.wn lobster t l1a t 
11e may secure during the season. 

. I shall not enter i11 to fig·ures as to 
wl1at tl1e lobster fisl1ery is wortl1 a t 
present, because I an1 sure tl1at e .. very 
bon. n1umber is a\va.re tl1at it is a 

. ' 

very impor ta11t fisl1er3r, a11d lobsters 
are of .such a price .as . to become a 
ll1xury, and still all tl1at we can 
secure 1seem to be wanted, and t l1e 
prJce seems to be i11c,rea.sing year by 

"jrear. In fact the price last yea.r vva.s 
tl1e hig·hest in the 11istory of packi11g·: 
I r·en1e1nber very well whe11 lobster s 

· were paclred in Plac·en tia Ba.y some 
. . . . ' 

tl1irty odd yea.r.s" ago, one of tl1 e la.r-
gest pacl\:e rs tl1ere sa1d to n1e: "\Vell, 
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11ow mucl1 are yo,u, going to give me 
tl1is year?'' I said: "$6 a case.·" He 
said: "Wl1at ! are you going to give 
$6 for lo bste-r)s tl1is fall? Will you 
give me an .agreement now for $6?" 
I wrote out an agree1nent for him 
and 11e 'vent arot1nd town telling of 
tl1e splendid bargai11 11e 11ad made. As 
it ha,ppened, lobsters ,rose to $6. 50 
tl1at year, and, of course, we had to 
pay tl1e extra sum. That is some 
people's idea of making an ag~ree

m,ent. 
'I1l1is, tl1en, ·is tl1e policy of tl1e 

Governme11t reg·arding· tl1e lobster 
fishery. For a year or two, at least, 
tl1is will be attempted, and I belie,re 
tl1at tl1e results will be such as to 

HON. MR. KNOWLiNG-Mr. P,resi· 
dent, I don't see· the object of defer
ring tl1e reading of tl1is Bill. .as it is 
altogetl1er .a money bill, over whicl1 
we have no control. We are 11ere 
merely to endorse tl1e bill; we can
not amend it. vVe migl1t, if we were 
all united1 and tl1ougl1t it wa.s tl1e 
proper thing to do, tl1row it out, but 
've ca11not alter or amend it. Tl1e only 
t11ing \Ve can do is to amend it .out. of 
existence·, and I don't suppose any 
member is. going to sug·gest tl1at, 
Tl1e bill is read tl1rougl1 as a piece 
of .formality, and 011ly as a piece of 
forma.lity. 

As far as I can learn · tl1ere are 
• 

only two alteratiol.1s to be made to . ' 

justify a ft1rtl1er extension of tl1e sys- tl1e Revenue Bill t11is )'?ear. T.he. first 
tern; and tl1ougl1 tl1e cost may be deals 'vitl1 tl1e talii11g of tlle duty on 
considerable, yet, in tl1e course of a breeding l1ens. That is ·not a great 
few years tl1e enl1anced value of tl1e concession. I don't know wl1at tl1e 

• • fisl1ery will be sucl1 as to fully war· duty collected 011 breeding 11ens 11as 
,rant tl1e outlay. I beg to move the bee11, but it could not 11ave been very 
second reading· of tl1e Bill. mucl1. Tl1e 11umber imported could 

HON. MR. ROBINSON-Mr. Presi- not 11ave been great. Tl1en tl1e duty . 
dent, I ·don't wa11t to be unduly criti- is taken off cl1urns. Tl1at also . Is a -. 
cal, but I do11't tl1ink we are being mere bagatelle. If it an1ounted to 
treated as t11·oug·l1tfully as we ougl1t $20. 00, tl1at \Vas as mucl1 a-s it . did. 
to be. La.st year, I remember, wl1en But, at any rate, we niust be ·tl1ank .. 
tl1e Bill came up I drew attention to ful for small mercies, and tl1is is: 011e 
tl1e sa·me n1atter, and it 'vas rectified. of tl1e small mercies tl1at we. i1ave 
It js ag·ainst tl1e rules_ of tl1e House been looking for in relation tq tl1e 
to g·o 011 'vi th a bill unless it is print- reduction of taxation. 

' 
ed and in tl1e 11ands of tl1e men1bers. I am quite satisfied for tl1e bill to 
\Ve a.re 11ere, but we cannot see any '. go on. I A,s I l1ave said, '\Ve cannot 
bill, I don't wisl1 to ce11sure any- alter ,or amend it, and I am quite 

. \ 

bo·dY, bt1t I understand tl1at tl1e esti· satisfied tl1at it sl1oulci be 'r•ead 
inates are printed, a11d I don't see tl1rougl1 in tl1e san1e perfunctory .man
wl1y every n1ember of tl1e Cl1ambe:· 11er as it has always bee11, put -it 
sl1ould not be furnisl1ed witl1 a copy througl1 committee and tl1i.rd reading, 
before proceeding·. . a11d se11d it back without a1nendment. 

HON. MR. McGRATH-Tl1e Bill as HON. MR. ROBINSON-I am quite 
read is i11erely a transc11pt of the Es.. satisfied that tl1e bill sl1ould go on. 
ti111ates, '\Vl1icl1 are in book form. ... I All I ask tl1e 11o·n. Leade1· of tl1e 

' 

would sug·g·est tl1at the second read· House is tl1at we be furnished "With 
ing be po.stponed until to-morrow and 
tl1at cop1ies of tl1e Estimates be got 
in tl1e inean ti'me. 

copies of tl1e Estimates. 
HON. MR. KNOW.LING-You 

. tl1at as a matte,1~ of courtesy. 

t . , i 

' • 

ask 
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HON. MR. ROBINSON-I ask it as 
a matter of rigl1t, but of courtesy as 
well. 

HON. MR BISHOP-Mr. P.resident 
the second reading of the Bill, I as.
sume, has not been protested against. 
The Hon. Mr. Robinson is quite 
rigl1t. ~!embers sl1ould 11ave copies 

• 
of tl1e estimates before we go into 
committee of tl1em. Tl1at, of cour.se, I 
sl1all see to. I am perfectly willing 
even to ·defer tl1e second reading until 
to-1norrow, if anyone suggests it. 

HON. MR. McGRATH.~Before the 
motion for rtl1e second reading is put, 
I should lil{e to offer son1e observa
tions in regard to the matter that 
Hon. l\!lr. Bishop has mentioned, 
namely, the appropriation of $5,000 
to carry out an experiment in connec
tion \Vi:th tl1e conservation of lob
sters. This is a subject which im
peratively calls for' the attention of , 
tl1is Legislatu,re and, in my opinion. 
experiments of sucl1 a character are 
not alone necessary witl1 reference 
to lobsters.but to all tl1e fisl1es tak· 
en around our coasts for commercial 
purposes . . We cannot disreg·arCL · the 
fact that of late years our fisheries 
l1a ve been failing-tl1e n1acl\:e1rel 
11ave gone entirely; . tl1e Labrador 
11erring 11ave gone; the seals 
a.re going; tl1e ·salmon are gra.d-
ually failing and tl1e con-dition 
of our lobster industry makes a most 
acute problem. Nor are we· in this 
Colony sing·ular in facing tl1ese· con
·d'itions. Tl1e same story co.mes. from 
Maritime Ca11ada a11d from the New 
England States of declining fisl1eries. 
The oyster industry in P. E. Isla.nd 
and vicinity 11as fallen off one-1).alf; 
it is the same with the clam indus
try on tl1e American seaboard; the· 
mackerel fishery out of Gloucester is. 
now only a fra.ction ·of what it once 
was and in both countries, the fail-

years menaci~g the welfare of tl1e 
.communiti1es sup.ported by tl1is pur
suit. 

With regard to ou1r lobster indus
try, the point for· us to remember is 
tl1at within twenty years tl1e ·catcl1 
has dropped from 76,000 cases to 
23,000, tl1ougl1 tl1ere hQ.~, been a sligl1t 
increase .ag.ain the past year, due in 
a measure, tt is. believed. to g·reater 
efficiency in the enforcing of tl1e lo·b-

.·ster laws and especially of the· regu
lation requi1ring every .can that is 
packed to l1ave a Gove,rnment stan1p 
tl1ereon. As1 the catcl1 of lobste·rs 11as 
declined, .however, the· prfce has in
creased in the same propo1r~ion and 
tl1is means tl1at if we could to-day, 
by .any ag·ency, ·reproduce lobsters in 
our waters to 1sucl1 an extent as to 
put us in the· position in wl1ich we 
were twenty years ago, that is. to say 
so that we could pack 76,000 cases 
of lobsters. ·we would be adding one 
million dollars to tl1e value of this 
industry every yea.r, whicl1 is now 
less tl1an $500,000, tl1e value of our 
export of lobsters, for tl1e past fiscal 
year 11aving· been $486,000. 

If by tl1e plan now PI"oposed, or by 
any other means, we could rel;ltock 
our wa.te·rs with .lobsters, it would 
result in our . sect1ring tl1i's e11l1anced 
amount without, I believe, causing a 
reduction in the price of lobsters 

abroad, because Canada exported 
last year 110,000 cwts. of fresh lob
sters and 183,000 cases of canned 
lobste·rs. In other words, tl1ere were 
taken ~rom the waters· of l\1aritime 
Canada last year and! exported to 

fo,re'ign countries, lobsters enough 
not alone to paclr four times as many 
as we P·acked, but aJso to send 110,--
000 quintals of lobsters out of the 
country, practically all of which im
mense quantity w.ent to the Unlted 

ing lobster fisl1ery has for States, wl1e·re there is an enor1nous · 
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and ever-growing deman~ for botl1 
fresl1 and canned lobsters. The value 
of tl1e Canadian lobster fisl1ery alto~ 

getl1er last yea.r vvas $3,781,000, or 
pra.ctically eight times, the va.lue of 
our lobster fishery, and tl1is ~espite 

the fact tl1at the decline in the Can
adian lobster catch has been perl1aps 
more marked tl1an in our own catcl1 
because the Canadians were fish
ing lobsters before we were, but tl1ey 
are offsetting this, d:ecline in part by 
the a;rtificial methods they are adopt-

' 
ing for the p:ropagation of the crus-
taceans. 

In the United States, too, wl1:ere 
tl1e canning of lobsters preceded the 
same industry in Canada, the process . . 

of decline was further and earlier 
hastened, but the·re, too, artificial 
propagation is helping to replen.ish 
the waters, until now there seems to 
have been an eql+ilibrium established 
and the fears of a collapse di1s~ 

pelled; artificial propagation is help
ing to replenish the wate·rs so tl1at I 
think these facts and f-igures will jus
tify every hon. member 11ere in sub
scr~bing warmly to the proposa1 
that we should take step1s to develop 
the lobster fishery by artificlai or 
semi-artificial means, and that a 
much · larger outlay than $5000 would 
be war'ranted for ·Sucl1 purposes. 

We have heretofore been living in 
a fool's ·paradise, to some extent, in 
1regard to our fisl1eries. We l1ave 
been altogetl1er too p·rone to consider 
ourselves as possessing the g·reatest 
fisheries ·in the world. While this 
may be tr11e of our- cod fisl1ery, it is 
undoubtedly not true· of our other 
fish.eries, a,nd it is for this rea.son 
tl1at I think the experiment now pro
r ose,d 0·1ig·J1 t to be ap.plied to other 
fisheries as well as to the lobste,r in
d us try. . C.a11ada'.s prod t1ction of sal
mon last year· was. valt1ed at $7.,500,-
000, of wl1ich $440,000 wa.s for At-

lantic salmon taken out of the w.at· 
ers fi;·om the moutl1 of the . Gulf of 
St. I"'.a\vrence around to tl1e Bay of 
Fundy, wl1ereas tl1e value of our 
salmon fisl1ery is not m11cl1 more 

- . 

tl1an one-ten th of · tl1at. As I have 
' 

a.lready said, the lobster indup,try of 
Canada was wortl1 eigl1t ti1nes as 
much as our lobster industry last 
year, a11d tl1\is applies to tl1e Atlan
tic alone,because so, far lobsters 11ave 
not been discove,red on tl1e P.acific, 
and endeavours to transp1ant them 
there 11av~ not ye~ proved very suc
cessful. The halibut ind:ustry _is 
worth to Ca11acla about $1,500,000 
every year, while with u.s it 'is non
existent, and th·.is is true also . of the 
haddock . industry. 

We may therefore ask ourselves 
wha-t do , these contrasts suggest. 
Tl1ey suggest tl1at eitl1er the Cana
·dian water,s are more p:rolific of fisl1 

than ours or that .artific·ial propa
ga tj on is helr:Jng the Canadians. Any 
one who has studied tl1e question 
can scarcely ,di'spute that artificial 
p,ropagation has been altog·ether suc
cessful both in Canada . and in Am
erica, and a perusa.l of tl1e recor·ds of 

tl1e1ir fishery ·departme:c.tn will sl1o·vV 
110,v widespread are the flruits of tl1is 
policy. I have been_ g'i ving· tl1i's q ues- · 
ti on of artificial propa.g·a ti on of fisl1 
some attentdon f'or· years 1past and I 
11ave tal{en occasion, wl1ile makin;· 
visits , to tl1e neighbouring continent, 
to stucly the .actual progress of the 
11atching of lobsters at Gloucester, 
whitefish at Ottawa, and saln1on- last 
year on tl1e Pacifdc Coast, and . I -re~ 

turned each time more convinced than 
before that tl1e proper policy for tl1is 
Colony would be, to engag·e on a -
fai1rly g·enerous scale in the restock
ing of our watel's with edible fishes 
that would increase o~r material wel
fare. 

Wi tl1 r·egard to lobsters, i11ore 
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particularly it s\1ould be noted tl1at 
tl1e experi1nent now being proposed 
is only one of two methods of prop
ag·ating· lobsters in more or less gen
eral ·ase on tl1e neig·l1bouring contin
ent. Tl1e tl1ree g·reat autl1or.ities on 
tl1is subject of lobster propagation 
on tl1is side of tl1e Atlantic 
are Prof. Herrick. of Cleveland, Prof. 
Field, of Boston, and Prof. Prince, 
of Ottawa. As long· ag·o as 1887 
Prof. Field ma.de 11is first visit to 
Newfoundland in tl1e United States 
fisl1 commission steamer Grampus, 
a11d in 11is report for 1901 11e men-
tions that at Seldom Con1e By 11e 
found lobsters that were larg·er tl1c:tJ1 
any he 11ad been able to see in any 
part of the United States. He was 
11ere ag·ain about four years ag·o wi tl1 
Dr. Herrick, when I 11ad1 an opportu
nity of discussing· tl1e subject witl1 
tl1em. Dr. Herrick 11as, I may say, 
since. written for tl1e U. S. Govern
ment a book of 400 pages on the 
life-history of tl1e American lobster· 

' 
wl1i'cl1 is reg·arded as tl1e most con1-
plete study of the subject tl1e wo.rlcl 
11a.s yet seen. I also discussed tl1e 
c1uestion V\ritl1 Prof. Prince at Qt-
ta wa some t'.vo years ag·o, andi in tl1e · 
summer of 1909, wl1en tl1e }Jor·weg
ia.r steamer Michael Sars was in tl1is 
l1arbor, Prof. Johann Hjort, tl1e 
Director of ·t11e Norwegian Fisl1 Com
missio11, also supplied me witl1 mucl1 
infor·mation on tl1e subject, tl1is be
ing a . very important issue for Nor
\Va}r, \Vhicl1 to-day provides a larg·e 
proportion of tl1e lobsters for tl1e 
Britisl1 market. 

I may t11erefcre claim to 11ave 
some· tl1eoretical l{nowledge of cer
tain pl1ases of tl1is subject, and in 
offering· my views to tl1e House I clo 
so in tl1e 11ope tl1at tl1ey may 11elp. to 
a better understa11ding of tl1is 
problen1. In the propag·ation of 
lobste.rs tl1e contrivances used are 

pounds and 11atcl1eries. Tl1e scheme 
vvl1icl1 tl1is colony is about undertak-
i11g· is tl1at of re-stockin; 
by means of pounds. The berried 
lobsters are purchased' from tl1e 
fishermen and conveyed to tl1e 
pounds, where tl1ey are retained dur
ing the rest of tl1e fishing season, 
being· released after the close sea
son beg'ins so that tl1ey may .return 
to tl1ei·r native ha,bitat and carry on 
naturally tl1e ope1ration of repro
ducing their species. In the. United 
States pounds are used for tl1is pur
pose and. .also f o.r other purposes in 
connection with the lobster industry, 
In Maine for insta.nce, pounds are 
·lcept in all the principal centres and 
lobsters are dropped: into tl1em to 
be retained tl1ere alive until they 
are i1eeded for sale. In Ma.ssach ll
setts tl1e Government maintains 
pounds, under t11e direction of Prof. 
Field wl1ere· the lobste:ris are l{ept . 
until tl1e spawning time approacl1es 
\Vl1en tl1e spa.wn is strippei::l! from tl1e 
lobster and put into tl1e 11atcl1ery 
wl1ere tl1e final operatjo11 is perform-
·ed by means of more scientific appli
ances. Tl1is, of course, is a develorJ
ment tl1at we are riot contemplating· 
at tl1e p,resent time, tl1ougl1 we mig·l1t 
seriously consider wl1ether we sl10 uld 
not undertake lobster 11atcl1ing in 
the future. In Cana.d.a, hatcheries are 
favored as ag·ainst po1t11ds. The cl1ief 
at1tl1o·rity regarding lobster pou11ds 
is Mr. Baker, of Fourcl1l1, on the 
Cape Breton Coast, 30 miles from 
Louisburg. He has bE~en maintaining· 
·pounds for years, but works tl1em 
some wh:tt diffe1rently from wl1at is 
proposed here. He bu~rs the lobsters 
from tl1e fisl1ermen, puts them into 
bis pounds and retains tl1em tl1ere 
l1ntil tl1e close season; t11en 11e sells 
tl1em to tl1e Gove:r11ment at a figure 
wl1icl1 will g·ive 11im somewl1at of a 
profit over tl1e orig·inal outlay a.nd 

• 
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the expenseg of maintaining tl1e fisl1 
·during the time 11e has tl1em in his 
possession. To such a sta.ge has 11e 
broug·l1t his business tl1a.t 11e· has 
actually built an inclosure of 
concrete and wood costing 
with a superficial area of 

4 stone, 
$12,000, 

60,000 

sq11a~·e fe(~t within \V.hich he can re
ta.in 100,000 lobsters. Here he holds 
them through the fisl1ing season, feed
ing· them twice a vveek with. chopped
up he.rring. At the c1ose of the· fish
ing season they are counted out by 
the Govern.me·n t Inspector and he is 
pa.id his fee. 

The P'1"oject here, as anyone may 
see who has rea1dl the report of Mr. 
J. H. Dee of the1 Fisheries Depart
m.ent, wl10 is the sponsor for this 
projected enterprtse amongst us, is 
of somev1J1.at similar character and 
while Mr. Dee is confident that tl1e 
ne·cessary retention of tl1e· lobste.rs 
ca.n be accon1plished by means of 
wire netting, I incline to the opin
ion that as. Mir. Baker has found it 
nec·es-srury to provi-de' ·such a substan
tial equip·ment a.s tl1e forego-ing in
dicates, it w.ill become necessary for 
tl1e Government if this experiment 
is to be continued here to consider 

a much inore pern1anent equipment, 
particularly when it is rremembered 
that we shall 11ave to count upon 
tl1e success of thi.s experiment in a 
ver·y large meas ur1~ to ensure the 
n1aintenance of tbJs industry in the 
future a.nd. that, mo:reover, we shall 
be able to utilize all the experience of 
our nei'gl1bours on the· mainland 
in orde.r to make our · u11dertaking 
more successful. 

We .are in a decidedly advantage
ous position in one respect with re
ga;rd to tl1is matter. In tl1e Unite.d 
States .a.t ptjesent, the entire ca.tcl1 

of lobsters is sold fresh and it will 
probably be a surprise to 11on. me·m-

• 

bers to know that there is not a 
lobsteir cannery in tl1e United States 
to-day. The Americans have: got be
yond tl1at stage; it is much more 
p:rofitable for them to sell their lob
.sters fresh tl1a.n it is to· pack the-i·r 
catcl1 in ca11s. They cannot, indeed, 
obtain enoug·l1 lobkters f.rom th.eir 
own waters now to meet tl1eir re
q Nirements and therefore we . find 
them importin.g from Canad1a over 
110,000 qui'ntals of fresl1 lobsters 
every year. If we· a,re able to de ... 
velop our lobste1-- fishery, as this ex
periment indicates, we should be able 
to g·et a sl1are of this higl1ly profit
able market fo;r :it is interesting. as 
well as encouraging -to· us, to know 
that Prof. Prince, the leading Ca.na
d.ian authority, holds tl1at for two 
reasons tl1ere 1s little fear of the 
lo bste-r fishery in Canada ever being 
destroyed in spite of all tl1e fishing 
to · wl1ich it h.as been .subject. 

r1'he first of these reason is that tl1e 
groun-ds are unec1ualled tl1e world 
over a.s lobste1r g·rounds, inasmucl1 
.as they .form exactly the kin cl of 
11abitat in wl1icl1 lobsters will flour
ish, so tl1at it becomes impossi.ble 
to exterminate the fjsb. do wl1at the 
fishe·rmen will, since on the coast 
tl1ere are so many rocky refuges for 
tl1e crustaceans; wl1ile in the second 
place, the Canadian Fisl1ery Depart
ment has been replacing to a large 
extent tlle lobsters tak;en from tl1e 
sea, the estimate of the Ca11adian 
scientists. being that if only two 
young lobsters out of every 1,000 
tha.t are put back i11to the sea from 
the 11atcheries., reach the marketable 
size it will keep up tl1e supply·. If 
this is true in Ca11ada wl1ere they 
a.re catcl1ing tl1e lar.g·e lobsters to 
:sell and tl1e small ones to put into 
cans, then .as, I say, our position is 
much moire f.avorable, because so fa.r 

' 

we are only cannin.g tl1e crustace(lns 
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an di have not yet begun to take the·m 
for the purposes of sl1ipment fres.h or 
frozen. We ar;e al,so f'ree f\I'om a 
complication which adds to the gra v
'ity of the situation in Canad.a, name
ly, that many of the lobster packi11g 
concerns on what is, knowr1 as the 
Soutl1 Shore (that ls the soutl1ern 
part of Nova Scotia) are controlLe·d 
by Am.ericans-ra:.ther a novel cir-

cumstance, I should say, and a11 eye
opener to us here who, ·dtislike so 
much the idea of strangers dominat
ing ou.~"' industries and moreover, the 
lobster deale,r,s from the American 
coast actually come across into 
Canadia11 waters and. fish tn the Ba.y 
of Fundy-·at any rate, outside the 
3-mile limit-and, wl1en occasion per
mits, enter within tha.t limit and fish 
and buy lobsters, from the Canad1ans 
at times when the Canadian people 
are not p1ermi'tted to· take 
ashore under their own rules, these 
lobste1~s being then taken back to 
the United States, and hel.cJ: there in 
pounds and otl1.erwise to be mar
keted when r·equired . 

The spawning of lobsters in 'hatch
er'ie,s i.s carrie.dJ on by means of glass 
jars, and as the ova r.each the sta,ge 
where they become firy they rise to 
th.e. surface, p.ass 'into tanks a.nd re-
main there until they are wl1at • 

IS 

known as swimmers·, abo11t half an 
inch long. At this, sta.ge· the young 

lobsters. swim on th.e . surface, of the 
sea and it is only wh.en they get a 
good ,deal long,e.r o:r about the size 
of one's finger that they strike to the 
bottom, whic·h be·comes theiir perma-
nent home after . that. As swimmers 

however, the practice is to take 
them out to sea th1ree· or four miles 
away from the hatc·hery and sp·ill 
them ove.rbo.ar.d, leaving them to fend 
fo·r thems.elves. Just what p,ercent~ 

age of th·ese1 young lobsters reaches 

maturity nobody k110\vs , bl1t tl1e fact 
that of late· years tl1e lobster fisl1ery . 
along the N e\V England .seal)oard 11as 
been able to maintain itself, gives 
g,round for tl1e belief that the 11atcl1-
ery system prov.ides at lea.st a suffi
cient number of new lob1sters every 
year to offset the d:rain on the crus
tac·ea.p.s from the annual fishe,ry cam
pai.g·n against them. 

The same policy is now being Pllr .. 
sue.dl extensively ·in Canada. 011 tl1e 
Atlantic Coast of the Dominion there 
wer-e eight lobster 11atcl1eries in oper
ation last year , two eacl1 in P. E. Js .. 

land, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 
and the seaboa,rd section of Que bee, 
These produc,ed 680 milli1ons of 
young lobsters, or 100 times our 
total C'atch, whicl1 were put in 
tl1e sea, a .. nd on tl1e basis of only 
two pe·r ·cent. reacl1ing matu,rity out 
of all that numb·er the,re coul.d: be 
nearly 14 millions of new lobsters 
added every year . so tl1at if we had a 
similar equipment 'in tl1is Colony it 
would mean tl1at a.bout 14 million 
lobsters wo11ld be ad'ded every year 
o,r twice the number of our entire 

about 
Mr. 

catch last season, whic11 was 
6,300,000 lobsters, accor:ding to 
Dee's figures in the last annual re
po!r1t. It is not, of course, to be ex-

pected that we can Eecure any such 
result from Mr. D·ee's experiment un
less tt is carried out on. a much 
larg·.er s,ca.le tl1an at ·p1resent propos
ed, but I think tl1at it offers promise 
of at least a r easonable measure of 
success and that it is at any rate well 
worth the amount wl1ich it is p·ro
posed to expend on the venture. 

Accor.ding to M.r. Balrer, of F 'our .. 
chu, Cape Breton, to wl1ose lobste::

pound I ba V 'e alre2,,dy ref erred, tl1ere 
are released each yea.r f.rom th'is en-
closure about 50,000 egg-bearing 
lobste1rs. Scientists tell us that lob-

• 
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sters less than eigl1t incl1es long· are 
not matured and carry no spawn. 
An 8-incJ1 lobster will yield 5,000 
egg·s; a 10-inch one 10,000 eggs; 
12-incl1, 20,000 eg·gs; 14-incl1, 40,000 
eggs; l6-incl1, 80,000 eggs. If any-
tl1ing like a fair percentage of tl1e 
lobsters 11eld in these· pounds escape 
and are able to bear in tl1eir turn 
a fair proportion of their eggs, it 
ougl1t to do mucl1 towards maintain
ing tl1e supply of lobsters i11 this 
Colony; and wl1en we remem1ber that 
for 1nore tl1an ten yea.rs past the 
American autl1orities l1a ve been buy
ing be,rrie·d lobsters from t11e people 
a long· the New England sea board a11d 
11a tcl1ing tl1em in pound:s a.nd hatch-

eries it is easy to unde,rstand t11at 
the American people are now coming 
to reg·ar(! themselves as fre8 from 
t11e g·reat menace of the industry 
colla.psing. In the 1reproducing of 

lobsters by means of these pounds 
tl1e only ·drawback is that it is not 
possible to tell wl1at percentage of 
the berried fish are taken by 
the fisl1ermen, thougl1 the American 
Gove·rnment has p1rovided a method 
for ·doing this in part, by punching a 
small hole, or tvvo, or tl1ree, as the 
case may be, in the middle flipper of 
tl:~e tail so that fi,sl1e.rmen who are 
kee11ly enougl1 inte,rested in tl1e mat
ter supply records wl1ere lobsters 
11a ve been taken a first, a second and 
a tl1ird time. With hatcheries, on 

tl1e othe,r hand, 1repea ted experiment 
has demonstrated tl1at it is possible 
to produce 98 per cent. of lobsters 
from the eg·g·s, and, personally, I 
look forward to the time when we 
shall actually hatch lo bste1rs as well 

· as utilise these pounds. 

The opponents of hatching say 
that cond1tions under which. the 

propag·ation are carrie·d out are not 
na.tural; tl1at when the young lob-

• 

ster is put back into the sea after 
\ 

being· a;rtificially hatched tl1e condi-
tions of temperature in wl1icl1 they 
fi11d themselves suddenly plunged 
very often result in ·destroyi11g large 
r1umbers; it being argued, on the 
otl1er side, tl1at one of the points in 
favo:r of tl1ese pound·s, such as we 
a.re now pr:oposing, is tl1at they re
produce in a larg·e measure the· ac'
tt1al conditions under wl1icl1 t11e lob
ster lives, because in the enclosure 
"\VIll be found much the same sort of 
bottom, food and temperature as ex
ist in tl1e actual homes of tl1e cr·us
tacea11s along· tl1e seaboard. Tl1e 
temperature of the water determines 
in pa1rt the growtl1 of the lobster, 
tl1oug'l1, a.s it is a shell fish, it does 
not suffer to the same extent from 
this as ordina,ry fishes. Professor 
Prince sa.ys tl1at "practically his stu
dies, of the growth o.f fish have 
sl1own th.at low tempeira.tures reta.rd 

growtl1, but the curious fact rema.ins 
that some of the largest lobsters 
caught on the Atlantic coa,st 
those wl1ich a.re taken on tl1e 

are 
New-

fou11dland and Labrador coast, and 
tl1at shows tl1at they are wl1at .are 
called deep· wa.ter lobsters and are 
more independent of the differe11ce in 
temperature than tho,se that aire founcl 
in sl1allow ,,raters. They might, it is 

true. be very old lob 1sters, but in deep 
water tl1eir g·rowtl1 vvould not be re-

, 

tardied by difference in temperature 
as it '\vould in sl1allow waters." At 
any rate, it seems that tl1e experi-
e11ce of our neighbours has demon-
strated tl1at hatcheries can do an 
tm·mense amount of good a.nd tl1at 
they are not nearly so expensive as 
one would tl1ink. 

In addition to the eight 11atcher
ies put up by the Canadian authori
ties last year, four' more .are to be 

• ope·rated this yea.r, including· one 1n 

• 
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tl1e Ma.gdalen Islands, and the Can-
~ 

adian authorities estimate that a 
11atchery to yield 100,000,000 lob
ster.8 every year can be built at ,a 
cost of $3,500 and operated at an 
a1111ual cost of $2,500, and if this 
Colony consider:s that it is a wis.e 
policy to apµ:opriate $40~000 a yea,r 
for the encourag·ement of agriculture-. 
from. the p.roduct,8 o.f which we have 
no exp.01rt vvl1atever, st1.rely we ot1ght 
to c·arefully cons.ider· whetl1er it is 
not worth out wl1ile to vote a similar 
sum for the preserva.tion of our 
fisheries from the production of 
whicl1 we obtain 80 per ·cent. of 011r 
e11tire exports. 

It might be well for our Fisheries 
Board to consider in connection with 
tl1e lobsteir 'ind11stry whetheI" tl1e 
8-inch limit for lobsters is not too 
low a11d wl1etl1er it ,should not be 
raised to 9 inches or even 10 incl1es. 
Possibly '\Vl1en the G-ove.rnment goes 
into this question· fully and 1sees tl1e 
rest1lts from tl1e prese11t experin1ent 
tl1e limit will be raised . to at least 9 
inc·hes. In l\'.Iaine to-day it is 10~ 
incl1es. L1obsters. mea,suring less 
tl1an tl1at a.re not allowed to b·e 
tal\:en. The Government should al,so 
very ca.refully consider the more strin
g·en t enforcement of tlie· law against 
the catching of berried lobsters. As 
tl1e laws stands now it requires that 
all tl1ese sl1all be p·ut back into the 
sea, but it is notorious that this law 
is flag·rantly d'isregardecl. Such a 
state of affairs sl1ould not be allowed 
to continue a11d if the ir1dustry- is to 
be preserved for tl1e people i11 tl1e 
futuT'e 1t wi11 · be necessary ·to more 
rig·orously enforce th]s enactn1ent. No 
dot1bt there will be a 11 ue and cry 
ag·ainst that but the authorities should 
be strong enoug·h to. dis.reg·ard any 
suc11 outburst. When the 1r·egulation 

• 1 • ' - - • r0qu1r111g· every pa,ck:e·r to put a label 
011 his ca11s vvas adopted tl1ere wa.s an 

outcry against tha.t too, but the Gov-
ernment had the courage of its con
victions, insisted on that policy and 
the result 11as been a great improve
ment in the pack and an enhancem:ent 
of tl1e reputation of tl1e colony's p;ro
d uct. In the sa.me way the Govern
ment should see tl1at in the carr·ying 
out of the experiment of ·conserving 
the lobster industry tl1oroughly relia.ble 
men are · entruste·d with the wor·k. 
Personally, I think a11 efficient police 
officer should be put in every moto.r 
boat employed in piclring up these 
lobsters, men vvho would see the wo·rk 
carried out properly, regar·dles-s of 
any other consideration. In a large 
measure the ·success of tl1is schen1e 
will depend upon the men who will be 
in charge of it, and if the proper de
termi11a ti on is shown and eve.ry other 
aspect is disregarded except the secur
ing of the most desirable man for tl1is 
work, I have not the least doubt tl1at 
the benefits to be ·derived from tl1is 
experiment will be far in excess of 
our most sa.nguine anticipations. 

In a recent report of the Canaddan 
Fisherie.s De1Jartment reference was 
niade to the fact that the incubator 
system of hatching lobster;s was i11-

trod uced in to N ewf-0undland some 
twenty years ago by Prof. Nielsen 
lJut that inefficient men were entrust
ed witl1 the work of caring for the 
incubators and as a re.sult the whole 
scheme ·Collapsed. We know to our 
cost that there ·is g,reat tr11th i11 tl1is 

, 

assertion and every · rigl1t tl1inking 
man will ag·ree that t}?.e present ex
periment is foredoomed to a failure 
unless we can ensu,re it a square 
deal, ,and the way to pro'v;ide one 
factor which will tend towards p.ro
vidtng a reasonable measure of suc
cess for it will be to put a police
man in e·very boa:t that is commission 
ed to pu.richase these lob.stens from 
the fishermen. 
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We should also. as Hon. M.r. 

Bishop ha1s said, endeavour to encour:.. 
age the co-operation of the fishermen 
tl1emsel ves 'in tl1is undertaking. 
Most of tl1e fishermen, reasonable 
and p,r·actic·al people, a·re now com-
ing to .realize that tl1e preservation 
of the· fishery, and in a measure 
tl1eir own prosperity, depends upon 
the prese.rvation of the lob·sters and 
tl1e carrying out of the lobster laws 

· and I feel certain that in appealing 
to them for their co-operation in 
any measure that would inc.rease the 
number of spawning lobsters and 
will prevent these· spawning lobsters 
from being destroyed, we will have 
tl1eir 11earty support. 

Before I close I should like to read 
this extract from a Ca11adian fisherie.s 
.report regarding hatcheries. 

"The next question i·s· tha.t of 
l1atc·heries. I-Iatcheries are an aid., 
not a substitute for close .seasons. 
Ninety-eig·ht per cent. of the eggs 
placed in the 11atc·hery jars 11atch 
out. but in tl1e sea many ·enem'ies, 
eels, skt1lpins, etc., attack the fema1e 
lob.ster and devour the spawn hang:
ing fro1n 11er body. Of the 500 mil
lion of lobsters Can.1da plants annu-

/ 

a.lly a percenta.ge cannot fail to sur-
vive in tl1eir natuir.al surroundings 
wl1ere tl1ey are libeir.ated. All can' 
not be ·devoured, but many must sur
vive a.nd rea.ch tl1e· adult fuJl-grown 
stages-some say 100,000 or 200.-
000 annually. N atur·e hatches on a 
vastly g·reater scale, a.s 70 or 80 mil
lions of lobsters fo.rm proba.bly tl1e 
annual ca.tcl1 on our .sl1ores, and the 
canneries alone· destroy it is esti-
1nated enougl1 female lobsters to piro
d uce 150,000 millions of fry annually 
allowing not more than 10,000 eg.gs 
tc; eac11. To make up that lo~~s ,d.Jue 
to tl1e canning· of female· lobsters over 
1,,000 large. ha.tcheries would be ne .. 
cessa.ry. Operate hatcher:ies b11t pro-

• 

• 

tect tl1e breeding females. and con-
• 

tinue nature's recuper;ative1 metl1ods, 
on tl1at vast scale whicl1 is alone ade
quate to preserve the baJ.ance· of life 
in the .sea." 

I think from these remarks·, Mr. 
President, the1 House W1ill be satisfied 
tl1at there is. enougl1 prospeet of sue,. 
cess in thi.s experiment to warrant the 
outlay, and I l1ope that a year hence 
wl1en tl1e consideration of' the pub
lic Service Bill comes up again, it 
Wiill be found that tl1e Fisl1eries De
partment will be able to report 
su.cl1 a satisfacto.ry result of the fi1".st 

year's ·experiment as to warrant, not 
alone the voting of a simila.r sum for 
next year, but also' for a .substantial 
augmentation of tl1e vote. 

The Bill was then read a se.cond 
time and~ on motion of Mr. Bishop 
was :refeflred to a Com.mittee oif the 
Whole· House to-morrow. 
· House adjourned at 6. 30 p. m. till 

Wednes~ay at 4 p.m. 
.. ·-

WEDNESDAY, April lOtl1, 

The House met at 4. 30 p. m. pt1rsu
ant to adjournment. 

Third 1r.eading of Debenture Bonds 
Bill. 

HON MR. BISHOP-Moved that thts 
Bill be now ·read a third time. B'ill 
was. tl1ereupon read a, third time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Moved that 
tl1is Bill ·do now pass and be .sent to 
tl1e A:ssembly with. a message. inform· 
ing ·them that this House had passed 
the, same without amendment. 

Third 1reading of Revenue Bill . 
HON. MR. BISHOP-Moved that 

tl1is Bill be novv read a tl1ird time. 
Bill . was thereupon read a third time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Moved th.nt this 
Bill do now pass and be sent to the 
Assembly with a messa.ge jnfor:rni11g· 
them that tl1is House had passed· th·e 
sa.me without .amendment. 
·COMMITTEID ON PUBLIC1 SERVICE 

BILL. 
HON .. MR. BISHOP-Moved that the 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS·. 

House resolve itself into · Committee 
of ·the W.hole .. on this Bill. 

·· Mr. Pre.siden·t left the Chair. 
Hon. Mr. McGrath took the Chair 

of the Committee. 
Committee ·rose and rep.orted . that 

they .hadl passed the Bill witl1out 
amendment. 

Mr. ·President read message firom 
the Assembly acq uruin ting the Legis
lative Council that tl1e House of As
sembly 11ad pass.eel the Bill entitled 
" ... 4..n Act to Amend the Election Act, 

- 1889," and requesting the concurr·ence 
of the Council therein. 

HON MR. BISHOP-Moved that this 
Bill be now read a firist time. Bill was 

thereupon read a first time . 
HON. MR. BISHOP-Moved that the 

Bill be read a second time on to-mo·r'· 
r(1W. 

·Mr. Pre.sident read message· fron1 
the A.ssembly acc1uaJnting the Council 
that the Hot1se. oil AssembJ.jr 119.id pas~ 
sed t11e amendments made by the Leg- . 
islative Council in and upon the Bill 
sent up from tl1e House of. Assembly 
entitled "An Act ·F11rthe1~ to Ame11d 
the Municipal Act, 1902," and "An Act 
f o,r tl1e Appropriatior1 of Private· land:s 
for certain Public ·Purposes. 
- ·HON. MA. BISHOP tabled the re-
po·rt of the Postmaster General for 
tl1e. years 1910-1911. 

On motion the House. then adjourn
ed until Friday. at 4. 30. 

FRIDAY, Ap-:r:il 12. 
Council met at 4. 30 p·. m. pursuant 

to adjournment. 
On motion of Hon. M~. Bis~hop the 

Public Service Bill was. read a thi,rd 
time and sent to the, House· of 
Assembly with a message that the 
Council had passed the same. witl1ou.t 
amendment. 

Second · ·reading of the Election 
Amendment Bill. 

HON. Mr. BISHOP-The nece,ssity 

for an amendment to1 tl1e Election Act, 
1889, 11as. -become appare11t because 
conditions· have arts,en wl1ich 
were not fo·res.een when tl1e Bill was 
prepared .and· became law. It amses 
no\v because of the· extraordina·ry 
conditions with wh'ic·h we: were met 
alte·r tl1e General Election of 1908, 
resultin.g·, as will be reme,mberedl, 
in an equal number of representatives 
to both the Qo.vernment and the Op
position ·being lfeturned. It became in 
consequence necessary to hold an· 
other General Ele,ction in tl1e sp·ritng 
of 1909. When the. Act of 1889 was. 
passed, . such conditions. or their pos
sibility were not tl1ought of and the 
provision for an enumeration of elec
tor,s every fou.r years was of course 
intended to provide for an enume·ra-
tion immediately p·r.eceding every 
General Election. Ac:co.rding to the 
statute then, it might be a.r,gued that 
an enumeration must be made during 
1912, but however this may be viewed, 
there can· be no difference of opinion 

• 
as. to tl1e advisability of esc.aping until 
next year the lar.ge expenditure which 
an enumeration entails. The next ap· 
peal to the electors of the count·r·y will 
be :in the' autumn of 1913 and to have 
an enumeration this, year would not 
obviate the necessity of a.gain taking 
the list next year, for among other 
changes occurring with.in twelve 
months, many ·young men will be 
able to ·exercise their franchise in 
the fall of 1913 whose names could 
not be taken ·de>wn this year. 

It will be otJ.served that the amend-
1nent no.w being· considered provides 
for the taking of the voters lists 
immediately before bye-elections as 
well ·as before General Elections, 
unle~s an enumeration has been 
made within twelve months. 

I beg to mo.ve the second reading 
of thi's Bill. 

T11e B1ill was then :read a second 



186 LEGISL .. <\.TIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

time and on n1otion of Hon. M ir. 
Bishop was ref erred to a Committee 
of the vVhole Hous.e to-morrow. 

General H·ospital-were. taken to 
cate an unfair reflection upon 
late Medical Super.intendent of 

in di-· 
tl1e 

tl1at 
The House then adjourned 

t0rrnorrow at 5 p. m. 
until Institution an·d llpon those gentlemen. 

of tl1e rr1edical profession who assist 
ed him. 

SATURDAY~ April 13·. 
The Council met at 5 p·.m. pursu

a11t to· adjour11ment. 
On motion of Hon. M.r 0 Bis.hop 

tl1e House went into Committee on 
the Bill to amend tl1e Election Act 
of 1889. 

The President left tl1e Cha;ir. 
Hon. l\1r. Milley toolc tl1e Chair 

of the Commjttee. 
Committee rose and reported. ha v-

ing· passed the Bill without amend-
ment. 

Hon. 1VI1r. Bisl101) moved that the 
Bill be read a third time to-morrow. 

Tl1e Pre·siden t read a message 
from tl1e House of Assembly tl1a.t 
they had passed the Bill entitled 
".i\..n ~i\..ct respecting· · the establisl1-
m.ent of a Pulp and Paper Industry 
at Deer Lake," 'in which they re-
quested the conc1lrrence of tl1e 

· Council. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Bisl1op ·this 
Bill was. ·read a f1iirst time and orde1r•· 
0d to be read a second tirne to-mor-
1Tow. 

HON. MR. BISHOP g·ave . notice 
that he "\Vould to-mo,rrow move ·the· 
suspensio·n of the 33.rd Rule a.nd 
otl1e-r ·Rules of the House a.s. regards 
all Bills, Ad·dres-ses, ·a11d other mat
t~ers, no·w before· or to come befo1re 
the House for· the remainder of tl1e 
session. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-Mr. Pre·sident, 
in moving· the adjo111rnment I d1esire to 
say that I have lea.rued w1ith extreme 
reg·ret that some rem:arks of mine 
while :spe·ak.ing here in re.fe.ren'ce to 
tl1e repo·rt of Sir James Moody upon 
our Aylum for the insane .and in re
ference to cl1ang·ed conditions in our 

I · a.n1 exceedingly so,rry tl1at any 
wor1dJ of mine sl1ould appear, to re~ 

flec·t unfavorably upon , any o.f these 
gentlemen, a11d in·deed I am quite 
sen,sible that 'it would be unpardon.
able presumption upon my part to 
venture a .compa.ris1on. -It was not 
in my thought to co1npare or to re
flect. I desired simply to call atten
tion to the cl1anged con·d1iti'ons. in the 
General Hospital. and I think my re
ma.rks were to tl1e effect that be-
ca.use the Government 11ad 
a mo.re liberal policy-hafl 

rid opted 
expen·d-

ed larg·e sum-s in enlar:gin.g·, improv
ing· and better equippi'ng the Insti
tution it now foundJ that nobody re
fused to go tl1ere for treatment \Vhile 
fo·rmerly tl1ere 11ad been prejudice 
and indeed many . sufferers cot1.ld not 
be pe·rsuaded to e11ter it. For. Dr. 
Henry S.hea I 11ave and aJw·a.ys 11ave 
11a.d the 11i.gl1est J:'espec.t and. I . · h.ave 
unde1rstood he· was. a cl<.~ver and atten
tive .surgeon and a physician at once 
l\:indly ,a.nd con1petent, but 11e 11a.d 
reached tl1a.t ag·e when .he had cer- · 
tainly done 11is sl1are· of tl1e world's 
wo.r I{ and 11ad f11lly ea.rned reti1r·e
n1e·nt. The .. surgeons wl10 were Dr. · 
Sh.ea's .a.ssistants were·, I be.lieve, the 
equal of a.ny in tl1eir p::-o:fe·ssion in 
this country. The condition.s are 
now such tl1at the General Hospital 
11as a better standing th.an it former
ly had. but in saying thi·s I desire 
it to be clea;rly under.stood a.s making 
110 comparisons· between the medical 
staff, past and present. 

I am ·sure we all .r·eg·ret that the 
president Me·dica1 Superintendent 
11a.s been so· seriou.61y ill for sucl1 a 
long time past and 11.ope 11e. may soon 

• 
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be fully .recovered] and able· to re-
sutne· tl1e duties .in which he is .so 
entl1usiastic. I beg· to move tl1at 
the House· adjourn till l\!Ionday at 

·v.ate:, in tl1e adjoining lands whicl1 
ma.y in any wa.y be· or become· af--
fected by the oper ations, of this Com-
pany. It would a.ppear, Mr. Presid-

4.30 p.111. 
The House tl1en a.djourne·d 

ing·ly. 

ent, tl1at tl1ese1 people are assuming 
accord- Ja·rg·e r·espon·sibilities. Tl1ey profess, 

MONDAY, Apr1i 15. 
Council met at 4. 30 p. m. pursuant 

to ,adjot1rnment. 
Second reading· of Deer L.a.ke Pulp 

and Paper Bill. 
HON. MR. BISHOP-Mr. Presi-

dent, tl1is Bill relates to an inten·ded 
larg·e operati'on in tl1e Western Sec
tion of tl1e Island]. The American 
Nfid., Pulp· and Lumbe:r Company~ 

comprised of a number of Ame·r·ican 
Capitalists 11as pur.chased from vari
ous. parties several fi.racts. of timbe·r 
lands in tl1e vicinity of Dee·r L·ake 
comprising some seven hundred 
S(}Uare m·iles, and for whicl1 it is 
said tl1ey 11ave paid a v.ery la:rge 
sum of money with tl1e object of 
establishing Pulp Mills. and prob.ably 
Pape.r Mills. The Company find 
tl1at tl1ey cannot under existing con
ditions de,·elop· a water power· upon 
tl1e Humber Rtve·r sufficient for a 
large operation, and they have come 
to the Government with certain pro-
posals rega.rding the raising of the 
waters of Deer Lake· a.nd Grand 
Lake by d·amming the· outlets. It 
was. felt that tl1ese. p,r'oposals. might 
bring about much cl1anges in tl1e· ex
isting conditions as would prevent 
tl1e request be·ing acceded to and 
tl1e Government appro·acb.e·d it wit.h 
deliberati'on and caution. The p·ro
posa1s have been before the Govern
me11t fo.r quite a long time, and the 
ou.tcome o.f the .consld<~ration of tl1e 
matter resulted in the Bill now be
fore, the House. Tl1e aim of the 
G1ove:r·nmen t has. ·been to fully safe-
g·11ard every interest, publi'c or pri-

. 
11owever, to fully und·er.sta11d what 
tl1ey propose under taking, to be pre,. 
pared to overcon1e all o bsta.cles, 
and to meet the co.st wl1ich \Vill ,be 
e11tailed. Tl1e pr esent railway track 
for a considerable di·stance running 
by Dee·I" L.a.ke will become Sllbme-rg
ed a.nd must be rais~d, or a line 
built furtl1er back f rom tl1e margin 
of the La~ke. This, hov1ever, as well 
as every other ii1terest involved tl1ey 
i)rof ess to be prepared f.o r , and \Vill 
car:ry tl1rougl1 withotlt detrament or 
delay., As a security- fo r the satis
faction of all claims the Government 
has demanded a deposit of $250,000, 

a11d proper provisions is made f OT 

protecting· the1 various interests· in
volved. It w111 not be disputed I 
take it tl1a.t every possible encourage
me11 t sl1ot1ld be afforded tl1is and 
eve!ry otl1er c .ompany desirous .. of es
tablisl1ing large la.bor ·producing in-
dustrie·S', and we 11a.ve already in 
operation at Grand Falls and at 
Bisho1)s Falls i11c1ustries which die-

monstrate how valuable to tl1e coun
try .sucl1 employment ag.encies, aire. 
Now, Mr. P1r·eside11t, it might be said 
in criticis.m of tl1is Bill that we have 
made several ag·reements a11d passed 
tl1e necesisary leg'islation for enter-
p,rises wl1ich p·romi.s.e the ·develop-
ment of tl1e natu-ral resour.c·es of 
tl1is country, and tha.t up. to the pre-
sent time· 
resulted. 
Mills and 
We.11, Mr. 

those agreements 11ave not 
in the establishment of 

Factories as, in ten·d.ed. 
President, I can 011ly sa.y 

in anticipation of .S"!.1-ch argument 
and by way of reply tl1at in the c·on
sideratio·n of tl1ese ·va.rious projects 
tl1e Government 11as been actuated 
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by the same desire, viz: to off er all 
reasonable inducements, to attract 
the ne·ce.ssary ·C·apital and at the same 
time to ·protect public interests. Tl1e 
Country has lost nothing by any of 
tl1os.e conce.rns and tl1e members of 
the Govt. do not regard as lost th.e 
many hours of valuable time drevot
ed to the consideration of the pro .. 
jects, a11d it is quite possible· that 
the only object sou,ght-the ad-
vancement and extension of local 
entc:rprise may yet be· realized. I 

a1n glad to be · able to inform tl1e 
House that this is not the only enter
prise of the kind likely to be estab-
lished in the near future·. There 
are at least two other outside con-
C,8'.rns working energetically upon 
P1reliminary arrangements, and a,lso 
one local concern. I am hopeful 
of ·seeing very soon a Pulp Mill un
dertaken by a local c·ompany-not a 
mammoth concern-but possibly 
equally valuable· to the· country, -if it 
demons~rates', .as I am hopeful it will 
do, that more money can be secured 
in l\1anufactu·ring ·pulp than is. at 
p:resent taken from our .small timber 
by ·Converting it into lumber. The 
compairative fa,ilure of the sealing 
voyage this Spring is. a reminde1~, 

Mr . . President, of the fluctuating 
chai~acter ·of . our fi.sl1eries·, and that 
w,e s.hall continue to experienc·e 
periodically seasons of short catches 
in all our fisheries, and/ also fl uctua
ting values; and while our fisheries 
will 1con tin ue the chief factors in 
the industrial pur:suits. of OU(:' people 
it is .highly essential that every pos
sible effo:rt be made to develop the 
other resour.ces of the Colony and 
aJl reasonable encourage.men t 
to those. ·dispo1sed1 to biting in 
fo.r the opeira tion of mines, 
or manufactures. of any kind. 

• given 
Ca.pita! 
timber, 

I feel 
that I am express.ix1g the1 sentiment 
of this House, \Vben I say I hope be-

fore tl1e· Legislature meets next year 
we s,ball have. seen the operations of 
the American Nfld. Pulp and Lumber 
Company vig·orously entered: 
and larg·e numbeirs. of our 
finding· employment there. 

upon 
people 

I beg to move the· second reading 
of this Bill. 

HON MR. McGRATH-I think, Mr. 
President, that tl1e Colony has cause 
for cong·ratulation on the fact 
that tl1e:re ts1 a prospect of another, 
01~ it may be. mare, pulp and pap(~r 
nTills being established here in addi
tion to those now in operation in our 
Island. Tl1e enterprise which is, to 
})e created by the Bill 11ow before the 
Hol1se is one of ·substantial mag·nitude 
and it is a most 11o·peful .sign o.f tl1e 
times that -vve are attra·cting Ameri
can capitalists. to engage in the de
velopment of our forest area,s. in this 
way. T.here. is, perhaps, nothing to
day whicl1 embodies so conclusive an 
assurance of substantial success for 
tl1is Colony as the callin.g into exist
ence of enterprises of such magni
tude; and! the more we get of them 
the more ·as.suTed will be our future 
prosperity. The Finance Minister in 
l1is :recent Budget Speech e'mphasized 
the fact that while the expo:rts of 
the fisheries had incTeased only 60 
per ·Cent. ·d~ring the pa,st 16 years, 
since the fiscal year was, fixed. to end 
on June 30th, the other industries of 
the CoJony had inoreased thei!r export 
value 200 per cent. in the sa.me time 
--from $1,100,000 to $3,400,000. It 
is needles1s to emph.asize what this 
means foir the Colony, bec·ause we 
see the evid€nces, of it on every 
hand, in the new a ve·n ues of employ
ment opened up for our people·, in 
the greater ·comfort of which they 
are assu·red in their homes, an·d in 

~-.. 

the brighter prospects whi1ch are held 
out for them .as the year,s: go by. 

There ,are two ,large, .contributaries 
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to this 'increase in our subsidiaµy in
tere·sts,, namely, i:r·on ore from Bell 
Island and pulp· an1d paper from 
Gr,and Falls and Bishop, Falls. Fo1r 
the present calendar year, 1912, the 
exports of pulp and paper :tlrom tl1is 
Colony wil,l be about 2 % million 
dollars, or abot1t one-third. of the 
value of the cod fisl1ery. Moreover, 
our .exports of pulp and paper will 
equal in value one-third of the tota1 
ex.ports of pulp wood, wood pulp a.nd 
news paper :fron1 the. Dominion of 
Canada to tl1e United States last 
year. In 1911 the a,g·gre.gatei value 
of pulp wood, wood pulp· an·d llJews 
paper, tl1at is to say, tl1e ra.w matetr-
ial, tl1e ma.n ufactured pulp· and the 
complete·d newsprint, exported by 
Canada to tl1e lJnited States, amount
ed to $7,200,000, and in this connec-
tion it must be. borne in mind that 
of the entire cut in tl1e Domini'on of 
Canada of spru.ce and other wood.s 
suitable fo.r the manufacture of pulp 
and paper, 60 per cent. is exported. 
Pr:actically 1,600,000 cords of pulp 
''rood were cut in Canad!a last 
and of that quantity 1,000,000 

year 
cords 

"'rere expo•rted to tl1e United States. 
T.11ese figures .show what enormous 

possibilities tl1ere are for our people 
and our colony as a wl1ole in the 
development of this ind:ustr:y amongst 
us; and fo·r that reason, I tl1ink, we 
sl1ould welcon1e such projects. as the 
one nO"\V before US. C.riti·cism, of 
course, tl1ere will be for suc·h a meas-
ure as we are now cons.idering; and 
co1nplaints, too, the1~·e will be, that 
too much is being g·iven .away or too 

' 
little ·Car·e is being taken to preserve 
the interests of the Colony. But we 
ought not to forget that fo·r 400 
years, ·since the discovery of this 
Island, our forests 11ave lain idle and 
unuse·d and unless. we can ·induce peo
ple to ·develop the i11dustrial poss.ibil-
itie-s wl1ich they affoir'd, they may 

conti11ue unused! for' .anothe·r 400 
years. Moreove·r, tl1e·re is alway.s 
tl1e da.nger of tl1ese forests being 
utterly ·destroyed by fire and the 
Colo11y g·aining· no benefit whatever 
from tl1em. Fo·r these reasons, then, 
I think we sl1ould .be· generous· in our 
induce1nents to outside capitalists to 
come amongst us, espe.cially as the 
mo·re in·dusitr.ial conc:erns we can es
tablish now the ·sooner will we be 
able to avail oif tl1e opportunities 
which will be afforded. to us to mar
ket tl1e products on t11e neighboring 
mainlan·d. 

In Canada, latterly, tl1e Pirovinctal 
Gov-ernments. have come· to see tl1e 
advantages of manufacturing at home 
and 11ave enacted laws to prohibit 
the export of logs suitable for pulp 
wood. As a result, American buyers. 
rur e now paying firom $7. 50 to $8. 00 
for peeled or "rossed" wood, as they 
call it--that is, wood with the bar'k 
off, such ·as is used for rilakin.g pulp 
and paper. Tl1ese rates are a dollar 
more than prevailed tl1e previous year 
a11d it is believed that they will go 
.still higl1er in the future. Conse
quently American ,pulp makers, find
ing tl1ey cannot obtain logs. from 
Canada,' are crossing over and estab
lisl1i11g mills on the Dominion side of 
the boundary . Last yeai; Quebec· ex
porte·d' the .g.reat bulk of the pulp 
woo·d from tl1e no.minion-almost 
900,000 cords. This year, however, 
Quebe·c will not expo:rt more than 
600,000 cords, a11d 11ext year p,r·ob
ably no more tl1an 300,000, because 
the new factories. comi11g in will eat 
up all this material at home. To un
derstand what this me.ans, you .should 
note that last year s .ome 19 pulp 

paper and lumber companies, with a 
total capital of $42,000,000, were 
incorporated in the Province of Que
bec alone. These fi.gures give· some 
idea of the growtl~ of the industry in 

I 
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that pro,rince, .and \Vl1at i.s true of 
Quebec is equally true· of tl1e otl1e .. r 
provinces. Tl1e money invested in 
Car1ada pul1) and paper· and lumber 
co1npanies. last }rear was greater tl1an 
\Vas in ,.,.ested in them during tl1e 
\vl1ole of tl1e previo11s ten year.s-tl1e 
amou11t being $123,000,000 last 
)rea.r, 59 companies being incorporat-
ed, 49 of wl1icl1 v.re::~ e ne\v, vv-itl1 a 
total capital of about $90,000,000, 
and 10 otl1ers bei11g old ones, wl1icl1 
increased tl1eir capital and vvere re
i11corporated "\vitl1 a total capitaliza
tio11 of $33,000,000. 

This is a larg·er su111 than was in
·vested last year in any other of the 
great national resources of Canada: 
and the .great bulk of this money and 
tl1e great majority of tl1ose interest
ed i11 this ·development came fron1 
tl1e ·united States. Under these cir-
cumstances, we ha\re r.eason to feel 
11opeful tl:a.t vve inay g·et d·uring tl1e 
i1ext year or so a share of tl1is i'ncrea.s
r~d interest in tl1is industry, because 
the price of pulp and pape1r 11as bee11 
increasing· of late, and it is being 
found that tl1e demand f o.r tl1ese ma
terials i·s exceeding tl1e supply; and 
t11erefore it is c1uite apparent why in-
vestors sl1ould! be seeking opportuni
ties to secuire areas in countries 
wl1i.cl1 .afford such advantages as does 
N e~~f oundland to tl1ose wl10 would 
u11dertake tl1is business. 

Tl1ese advantages are, in tl1e first 
place, tl1a.t 11er g·eog·rapl1ical positio11 
ena.bles 11er to put 11er prod·uct. i11to 
t11e B1ritisl1 and American markets 
inore conveniently than Ca.nada, be
cause tl1ere is no place in tl1is cour
try more tl1an fron1 50 to 60 i11iles 
from tide water-in tl1e case of Grand 

' 
Falls it · is 011ly 20 miles-wl1ereas i.n 
parts of tl1e1 Province of Q11ebec ancl 
Ontario tl1e pulp and paper, and 
even tl1e pu_lp wood, ll::.V-u t-c; 0e 

·drawn 11undred1s of miles by rail be-

' 

fore it ca.n reacl1 eitl1er tl1e seaboard 
or tl1e American boundary. In tl1e 
next place, we know tl1at the spruce 
of tl1is colony g·i ves a la.rger percent
ag·e of pulp tl1a11 tl1e spruce of the 
continent; and tl1en we l\:now that 
labo,:~ 11ere is p·rocurable at a lower 
rate tl1an it is elsewl1ere in Nortl1 
America. 

In proof of tl1is I migl1t say tl1at 
last year President Taft of tl1e 
Unitecl States 11ad a ta.riff board ap
pointed, and amongst its investiga
tions it tool\: up· tl1is subject, witl1 
the .result tl1at it '''as found, accorcl
ing· to tl1e report of this board, · tl1at 
to 11a ve a cord of pulp wood. in 
Canada delivered at tl1e mills cost 
$5. 70 as ag·a.inst $10. 23 in tl1e Unit
ed States, wl1ile "\\re know tl1at it can 
be delivered 11ere for about $4. 00. 
President Taft's tariff board also 
found tl1at the cost of inakir1g a ton 
of news print in Ca11ada was $27. 53 

'· 

as ag·ainst $32. 88 in · the United 
States, with an ad1vantag·e in favor 
of Canada of $5. 35, while in New 
fou11dla11d, jt is possible, I l1a ve rea
son for believing, to p.roduce paper 
for at least t1vo or tl1 ~~ee dollars less 
tl1an it can be IJroduced in Canada 
In estimating· the cost of paper, tl1e 
metl1ocl adopted is, according· to tl1e 
BJ{perts, to av?e·ra.g·e the cost, of t11e 
wood at about four-seventl1s of the 
total, tl1e cost of tl1e labor employed 
at tl1e nlills at one··seventl1, and the 
otl1e.; costs at about two-seventl1s per 
ton. Tl1e tariff board fo11nd, fur-

tl1er, tl1at of tl1e A1nerican mills 44 
per cent. \vere so a11tic1uatecl in tl1eir 
macl1inery and ec1uip1nent tl1at tl1ey 
would rec1uire to g·o to e11orn1ous 
expense i'n ord,er to bring tl1eir facili-
ties up to date so as to be in a 
positio11 to face effective· competition. 

It is tl1us easy to see wl1y tl1ere 
sl1oulcl be sucl1 opposition by Ameri
can paper manufacturers to tl1e free 
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entry of C.anada and Newfoundland 
pulp an.a paper; but on the1 oth.e-r 
11and, it is ·recognized . by the people 
of the United States that if tl1e in
·dustrv cannot mai11tain itself it must 

~ 

go to tl1e wall. In tl1e past ten years 
the paper p1an ts in America only 
increased from 763 to 787, or barely 
tl1ree per cent. in numbers, but the 
value of tl1e plants increased from 

( 

$44,000,000 to $108,000,000 0 1I 

1rougl1ly 150 per cent. wl1ile tl1e value 
of tt1e output 'increase1d! from · $127 ,, 
000,000 to $268,000,000, or 110 per cent 

There is from time to time discus
sion as to tl1e advisability or othe.r:. 
wise of ex1)orting pulp wood, and 
botl1 our poli'tical leaders have de-
clared against such a policy-very 
wisely in my opini.on. In ,support 
of tl1is view let me make 1cleai"' -to 
wl1at extent the industry of manu
facturing pulp a,nd ·paper in Cana·da 
v..::ould have been increased if all tl1e 
pulp woodi exported · to the United 
States · had " been converted i11to pulp 
and paper on C·anadi.an ·soil. Last 
year, the 900,000 co-rds exported 
fro1n Quebec would l1ave supplied 
material for a year to 56 ·pulp mills 
of the average size operating in 
that Province; in Onta.rio, five mills 
of ave·rage size could 11ave been kept 
working with the pulp· logs .. export
ed; in Nova Scotia an.d New - : Bruns
wick tl1e export of this, raw material . 
if . l\:ept . at 11ome would 11a ve employed 
24 pulp mills of the .average size. In 
otl1er wor·ds, five times, the number 
of pulp and paper mills now in opera
tion woul:d have been 'vorking in 
Canada last year if all the '.I'·aw ma
terial .shipped acros.s tl1e bo·rder 11ad 
been kept at home. 

I ·do not propose to 
n1embers witl1 any 
vations on tl1i'S subject~· 

dent: I have simply 
fig·ures . to show. what 

weary 11on. 
further· o bser

Ml" . · Presi
q uoted these 
· possibilities 

there are for the· 
try from the 
sucl1 enterprises 

people of the coun-
ina uguration of 

a.s tl1at wl1icl1 we 
are con.sidering. It is scarc·ely neces.
.sary to say tl1at ,any advantage,s 
tl1at may be de.rived by the people 
as a wl1ole · from suc.h concerns be
ing establisl1ed amongst us, must re
act .advantageousl:>,- on the general 
interests of the Colony. · · We 11ave 
seen from tl1e figures which I have 
quoted tl1at the production of pulp 
and paper in oUlr' tsland tl1is year· will 
probably amount to · one-third of tl1e 
entire .export from Canada to the 
United States last year, and under 
these ·ci:rcumstances I do not think 
that, 'in view of the weak and, if I 
must say it, ineffective objections 
that have been offeired to this, mea-. . 

sure, there 1s any reason · why this 
House should hesitate to support tl1e 
second ·rea.ding of this Bill. 

The Bill was then read! a . second 
time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP moved that 
tl1e Bill be submitted to a Committee 
of tl1e Wl1ole I-louse on to-morrow. 

HON. MR. BISHOP th~n moved 
tl1e suspension of tl1e 1rules in rela
tion to all ;ma-tter,s now before or to 
co1ne before tl1e I-Io.use for tl1e re
mai11der of tl1e session. 

T.11e I-louse then adjourned accord-

TUESDAY, April 16tl1. 
Tl1e House met at 4. 30 p. m., pur

suant to adjournment. 
Comn1ittee on Rill respecting the 

Establi.sl1n1e11t of a f>ulp and Paper 
Industry at peer' L.ake. 

HON. 1\11 R. BISHOP moved tl1at tl1e 
House resolve itself_ into Committee 
of' the Wl1ole on this Bill. 

MR. PRESIDENT left tl1e Chair. 

HON. MR. AYRE tool{ tl1e chair of 
the Co1nmittee. 

Section · 13. ' 
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HON. MR. ANGEL-Mr. Cl1ai.rman, 
.l1ad 11ot tl1e slightest 'intention,when 

I made up my mind this morning to 
come down to tl1e House, to 11ave any
thing at all to .say, but on reading· ov
er this Bi'll I tl1oug·ht tl1at perhaps an 
alteration in this section would be d·e-
sirable. I 11ad the pleasure once o! 
going ·down that river in a canoe. I 
was up there when tl1e :railway was 
unde1... construction. We cro&Sed over 
to tl1e otl1e1 .. side in boat, and! I trav
elled up about ten miles to Deer Lake 
with Mr. Burcl1ell, wl10 was tl1en Gov
ernment Eng·ineer, and we came down 
in canoe. 

Mr. Burcl1ell's idea was tl1at if 
tl1e river wa.s dre1clged it would be 
available for flat bottomed boats 
drawing eig·hteen inches to two feet 
of water, and tl1is was the season of 
tl1e year when the river was suppos
ed to be at its, lowe~t, and we 
came down without any difficulty 
wl1atever. I understand the distance . 
from tide water to the foot of 
the lake to be thirteen miles. 
.and the rise is from sixteen to .seven· 
teen feet. Under these circumstances 
I a1n sure tl1e river would1 be navig
able. Of course the Company that is 
to operate there found no 0th.er place 
on the river wl1ere they could erect 
pulp and paper mills. It appears to 
me to be .something like· Bishop 
Falls. where they had to raise the 
lake to get a head of water. I under
:stand tl1at Junction Brook is the 
outlet of the Lake into tl1e Humber. 
That is under the control of another 
Company, and the only available 
means of getting water is to dam 
Deer Lake. It occurs to me in refer
ence to tl1is section they have not 
made P·rope,r provision for, the navi
g·ation of tl1at river. Tl1is. section 
says: "The Company shall provide a 
passage to and fro for. small boats at 
its ·dam at the outlet to Deer Lake." 

Tl1ere is no provision made. They 
c·an put ·w11at tl1ey lil{e tl1ere. It 
would be possible to take a small 
boat up tl1e lake .afte1r · raising the 
lake some fourteen or fifteen feet to 
the foot, and a suitable derrick could 
be made to ·raise the boats to tl1e lake 
but if the boats were heavy, that 
oould not be accomplisl1ed, and I 
tl1ougl1t tl1is section could be altered 
to meet that contingency, and be
lieving· tl1at perl1aps no other mem
ber 11ad thougl1t of it, I propose to 
insert the words ''subject to the ap
proval of tl1e Gover11ment." Under 
tl1is section .a.s it now reacls the Com .. 
pany can put wl1at tl1ey like there, 

' I take it tl1at tl1e Eng·ineer proj~t-
.ing tl1at power ·saw plain enough 
there \Vas no possibility of getting 
power any\vhere1 else, the only way 
is by ·raisi:q.g tl1e lake. Seeing that 
tl1ere is a possibility of that river 
being made navigable for large boats 
I tl1ink provision should be made 
eitl1er by a locl{ ·or· some other means 
to admit boats from the river into 
tl1e .lake. If it would not be the 
means of doing 11arm to the Bill, and 
·doing injury to tl1e Company I would 
ask that that provision be put in the 
Bill. 

HON. MR. BISHOP-For the bene .. 
·fit of Hon. Mr. Angel who, unfortu .. 
nately, was unable to be here at the 
second ·reading, I would say that the 
f 

matter to wl1ich l1e refers received 
very careful consideration of the 
Government while the agreement 

. was under consideration, as it was 
for a very considerable length of 
tin1e. The publi.c can now pass 
through the Humber River and! dnto 
Deer Lake, but even tl1e public has 
no right to do so. P1rovision, however, 
has been made that the Company in 
the erection of their dam must pro
vide i.Some means to permit small 
boats to have a passage th1·ough the 
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river, as they have at present, oT 
that the river· shall not be e·ntirely 
obstructe.d. The hon. gentleman .said, 
as I und:er:stood him, tha·t the Com
p.any cou1d do as the.y liked about 
th·is, but it is hardly ·capable of that 
construction, when it is seen that 
they must be S·ubject to the· consent 
of the Gove·rnment. "The Company 
shall provi'de a passage to and fro 
for small boats. at its: ·dam1 at the 
outlet of Deer L,ake·, and, further, 
shall not at any time u,se, ope.rate, 
manage or c·ontJrol its ·dam at Grand 
Lake in such a manner as to reduce 
the w.aters of Junc·tion Brook, flow-
ing thereout, below their usual or 
no·rmal level." It is not to be sup-
posed that a demandi could have 
been ma·de that a can.al (should be cut 
by this. Company, or that any means 
should be pr1ovided there for large 
boats, or ste.am launc:hes, and I think 
that the hon. gentleman would hard
iy suggest that any exaction -should 
be i·mposed which would jeopardize 
the operations by this Company. It 
is surely moire important to have a.n 
operation suc·h as is contemplated by 
this Company than to afford a pas
sage for boats in and out of the river 
There is no real object in their hav
i'ng a passage. Theire is no traffic, 
and I have never heard anytl1ing 
su.ggeste·dl other th.an i.t might be to 
the benefit of tourists if they h.ad the 
means of going by steam launch 

through the Humber River into Deer 
Lake. I regret that I c.an not accept 
anything in the natuire. of an amend
ment as suggested by the hon. gentle
man. This matter has been so 
thoroughly thras.hed out, and has re
ceived 180 much attention and been 
undier the consideration of the Gov
ernment for so lon,g a time that we 
have come here with a bill that is 
safeguarding all interests, public and 
private, we could not consider any 

amen·dment that would alter any of 
its conditions1. I think, however, that 
all nec·ess.ary provision for the pasc 
sage of boats is provided for, and 
nothing will be sac1rifi,c·ed in cons.e
quence of the paragraph as it stands. 

HON. MR. ANGEL-I do not want 
to jeopard1ze the tnterests of the 
Bill or p·revent the Company from 
going on with their work. The hon. 
gentleman thinks, no nec.essity will 
airris,e for boats going up into Deer 
Lake, but I think the ti1me may 
come when it may be used for that 

purpose. I do not want to press the 
m.atter however, if it ls thought it 
would jeopardize the Bill, but at the 
same time think that the Co·mpany, 
if they are going to c·arry out the 
pr'oject tn a p~roper .s.pirit, would be 
very willi.ng un·der these cir·cumstan
ces, to meet the Government and 
listen to .any sug·ge:stion made by _ 
them. I do think better provision 
ought to be made regarding that 
river. We do not know anything of 
the future of this country, or what 
possib'ility1 may arise·, an·d hence I 
think there is wis,dnm in making 
provision. I feel c·ertain th.at if tl1e 
Company are determined to go on 
with the wo.rk, thi1s i1dea of giving 
tl1e ·Government the power of mak
in.g it necessary for them to consult 
with the Government with reference 
to the kind of structure to be put 
there for r.aisdng boats from the 
river to the lake would be agree·d to. 
I think a sluice w,ay woul,d be 
out of the question. These boats 
would have to be hauled up 
against the stream, and I imagine 
the best way would be to raise 
them by a c·rane and drop them into 
the Lake. However, I have made 
the suggestion, but if d.t is not ac .. 
cep·ted I have no ·desire to press the 
matter. 

The co.mmitte·e rose and reported 
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the Bill without amendment. This 
Report was received, and on motion 
of Hon. Mr. Bishop the Bill was r·ead 
a third time, passed, and ordered to 
be sent to tl1e As·sembly with a mes
sage that the Council had passed the 

. 
same without amendment. 

An Act to provide for the Raising 
by the Sale of Debenture Bonds of ·a; 
Sum of Money for the Public Service 
of the Colony. 

An Act fo1r the Appropriation o~ 

Private L,ands for certain Public Pur-
poses. 

The House then adjourned till An Act respecti11gi Copy1right. 

Thursday at 2.30 p.m. • 

THURSDAY, April 18. 
The House met pwsuant to ad-

journment. 
The minutes of Tuesday, April 

16th, were read. 
The House took recess. 
At 3 p. m. His Excellency the Gov

ernor, Sir Ralph Williams, K.C.M. G., 
being seated on the Throne, com
manded the Gentleman U:sher of the 
Black Rod, th.rough, the Hon. the 
President of the Legislative Council, 
to let the Colony's House of Assembly 
know tl1at "it is His. Excellency's 
pleasure that they attend him imme
diately in this House." Who being 
come with their Speaker-· 

Hisa Excellency was pleased to give 
11is assent to the following Bills-

An Act for granting to His Maj-
esty . certain sums of money towards 
defraying certain expenses of the Pub
lic Service f.or the financial years end
ing, tesp·eCtiveJy, the 30tl1 day of~ June 
1912, and the 30th day of June, 1913, 
and for otl1er purposes relating to the 
Public Servlce. 

An Act respecting Certain Retiring 
Allowances. 

An Act fui,~t11er to amend ""l..,l1e Re
venue Act, 1905." 

An Act further to amend HThe Edu
caticn Act, 1903." 

" .. ~. 

A11 Act respecting the ·Treatment 
and P:~e ,Tention of Tuberculosis. 

An Act to provide for Rais lng oS 
·. 

a Sum of Money by L·oan for the Ex-
, 

ten,sion of tl1e Railway system of the 
Colony. 

· An Act to ainend "The Boiler In-
1pection Act, 1899." 

. . 

An Act to amend "The Customs Act, . . 

1898." 
. 

An Act to amend Chapter 102 or 
the Consolid<tted Statutes,entitled "Ot 
Welghts and Measures and the Inspe.c
tion or Luml.>er·." 

An Act to amend the Act 10 Edward 
VII., Cap. 4. , ... 

An Act to amend the Act 2 Edward . 
IV., Cap. 14, entitled ~'An Act Re
specting tb e Control and Management 
of the Harbour ofl Grand Bank.'' · 

An Act to amen<l Chapter 120 01' 
the Consolidated Statutes · (Second1 , 

Series) entitled "Of Harbor Master 
and Harbor Regulations for the Po·rt 
of St. John's." 

A·a Act furthe1:-w to ·amend "The Mu
nicipal Act, 1912." 

An Act iurtl1er to amend "The El
ection Act, 1899. 'f 

An Act respecting the 
ment of a Pulp and Paper Industry at 
Dee1r Lake. 

His E xcellency was then pleased to 
mal\:e the following Speech to both 
Branches of the Legislature. 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE. , 

M1r. President and Honourable Gentle .. 

men of the Legislati\'e Council: 

Mr. Spea ker and Gentlemen of the 

H onourable House of Assembly: 

It affords me much pleasure to be 
able to terrr1inate the session in so 
com1Ja ratively. short a time. The sub
sta11tial volume of business transact
ed by )'OU a t tests your diligence and 
your l{een desire to promote the gen
eral °\Velfare of the Colony by the 
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~easures you have considered. 

The enactment for the prever1tion 
of Tuberculosis is one vvhich, I am 
sure, will be warmly welcomed by ~he 
:[»eople, since it follows the example 
of the most advanced nations of the . ·~ 

world. in malring the conservation of 
. the public health a du_ty directly un

d'ertaken by the State. 

The Bill to Encourage th~ Establish
~ent of Pulp and Paper Mills at Deer 
Lake affords a prospect of anoither 
important industrial enterprise am
ongst -us, and I trust it may soon be 
our good fortune to see other .similar .. : 
projects inaugurated here . . 

' ' 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
· Honourable House of Assembly: 

I than_k you for the liberal supplies 
you ha.ve made for the public service. 
They shall be expended with careful 
regard to economy. 

Mr. President arid Honourable Gentle
men of the Legislative Council: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
Honourable House of Assembly: 

His Majesty has recently appointed 
a Comn1ission rto enquire into the pos
sibilities of inter-Imperial trade, upon 
which this Colony is represented, and 
it is probable that we may have a 
visit from the Commission in the near 
future, in pursuance of the conduct 
of the investigation entrusted to 

• 

them. 
'· 

It appears to me fitting to talre this 
opportunity of expressing my deep 
grief, shared, I am sur·e, ·by both 
Houses of Parliament, and by all whom 
they 1rep-resent,at' the International dis
aster 'vhich has befallen the English 
speaking races of both the Eastern 
and Western hemispheres by the loss 
of the White Star steamer Titanic, 
\Vhich ha .. s resulted in a loss of life 
probably unparalleled in Maritime 
history. I desire on your behalf as 
well -as on my own to extend the un
bounded sympathy of N ewfou11dland 
to all vvho are mourning for those dear 
to the1n. 

In: :relieving you ~ now of your 
sessional duties, I desire to congra
tt1late you on the ·continued prosper
ity of the Colony, ·and earnestly pray 
rthat the blessings of Providence may 
assist it to still further prosperity in 
the future. 

PROROGATION. 
After which the Honourable rth .. 

' President of the Legislative Council, . 
by command of His Excellency the 
Governor, said:-
"Gentlemen: 

" It is His Excellency's Will and 
'"Pleasure that this General Assemb
" ly be prqrogued until Thursday, the 
" Eigl1teenth day of July nexrt, then 
'' and" here to be holden; and this Gen
" eral Assembly stands prorogued ac
" cordingly." 

• 
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