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PROCEEDINGS 
• of the 

House of Assembly of Newfoundland 
' 

SESSION 1922 
Begun and holden at St. John's in the 

said Island on Tuesday ·the Fourteenth 

day of March, Anno Domino, Nineteen 

Hund.red and Twenty-Two_, being in 

the Twelfth year of the Reign of His 

Majesty Our Sovereign Lord, George 

by the Grace of -God, of the .. united 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 

and of the ·British Dominions Beyond 

the Seas, King, Def ender of the Faith, 

~mperor of India. 

His Excellency having fixed the 
hour at which he proposed to open the 
present Session of the Legislature at 
three of the 'Clock in the afternoon of 
this Tuesday the fourteenth day of 
March inst., the Members of the 
House of Assembly m~t in the As
sembly Room at a quarter to three oi 

the clock in the afternoon, when Mr. 
Speaker took the Chair. • 

At three of the clock a message 
from His Excellency the Governor was 
delivered by the .Gentleman Usher of 
the Black Rod commanding the imme
diate attendance of Mr. Speaker and 
the House in the Council Chamber. 
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and the 
House attended His Excellency the 
Governor in the Council Chamber, anci 
being returned to the Assembly Room, 
Mr. Speaker inf or med the House that 
when in attendance on His Excellency 
the Governor in the Council Chamber, 
His Excellency had been pleased to 
make a gracious Speech to both 
Branches of the Legislature, a copy uf 
which for greater accuracy he had ob
tained and then read to the House as 
follows:-

l\'lr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Ass2mbly: 
. 

Mr. Presid£nt and Honourable Gentlemen of the I~gislative Council: 

I regret that, Qwing to severity of the weather interfering with the 
j1ourneys of Membei:,s, and other unforseen circumstances, it was not 
possible to c·all you together at as early a date as it was hoped. 

It was my privilege on the 28·th February last to s~nd to the 
Princess Mary, a message conveying the good wishes of the Govern
ment and 'of the people of Newfoundland on the occasion of her mar
riag.e. A gracious reply~ expressing her thanks, was (feceiyed· from 
Her Royal Highness. , 

I desire to express my sincere regret at the recent loss, by death, 
' 

• 
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~n a foreign country, of a member of the House of Assembly, who 
held a high reput,a ti on as a Captain iof the fishing industry: We can ill 
afford the loss of such a man at the present time. 

' 

There are not wa11ting signs that the process of World recon-
. . 

struction is proceeding surely, though more stowly than we could 
wish. The decisions of the Disarmament Conference, which · met at 
Washington , if carried into effect, will ease the burden of Naval 
expenditure, though w,e cannot but feel genuine regret at the dis
mantling of H. M. S. ''Bri~on'' in the port of St. John's. The League 
of Nations continues to function, and its work in bringing the 
Nations closer together should greatly assist in creating harmony and 
go'-Od w111. While we in Newfoundland, in common with the people in 
adjoining Countries, are earne·stly expecting the · approach of a 
brighter day, condition.s are yet so serious as to e·ngage the most 
earnest thought of legislat'ors, business men and the people in general. 
A wise restraint and sympathetic patience will be necessary in order 
that steady progress may be made towar·ds a better state. The general 
improvement in exchar?.ge is an important feature in. world trade, and 
should have an encouraging influence on the marketing of our staple 
p~oduct. · 

The question of unemployment has engage\! the close attention of 
my Ministers. Ottr experience has been similar to that of other lands, 
though perhaps not to ~o great a degree. At the time .of the closing 
cf the last session, delicate negotiations wer~ being conducted in 
regard to special works to meet unemployment, and discussion of the 
matter at that moment might have prejudiced the situation. In St. 
john's a Committee of public spirited citizens was formed in an 
endeavour to cope \Vith local conditio.ns, but it has required the co
operation of my Minist~rs to ensure an_y success in allaying distress, 
and very rear difficulties, both personal and economic, have prese11ted 
themselves. The prese11t position 'of the matter, as well as the whole 
programme, past and future, will now be laid before the Legislature. 

During August and September of last year, enumerators were 
engaged in making the dece~nial Census of the people. All the returns 
have not yet been rece;ved, but it is hoped that an interim report of the 
result will be tabled in the Legislature before the close of the session. 

/ . 
My Ministers prcpose, as soon as possible, 1 to proceed with the 

erection of the Normal School for Teachers, f.or whicl1 an appropriation 
was made by the Legislature. It is intended that this School, while 
serving its practical purpose, sh~ll also stand as a Memorial :of the 
service and sacrifice of the brave men from this Colony who stood 
between us and the eriemy and gave their lives in the dark days of the 

• 
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Great War. You will ats·o be aware that the efforts of a Committee of 
Citizens to provide· another fitting Memorial . are meeting with success. 

Mr. S~amr and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Assembly: 

The Statements of expenditure and of revenue for the last fiscal 
year will bt:; laid bef or'.~ you in due course. From these it will be seen 
that the expenditure is within the amount estimated. The revenue 
slightly exceeded the estirr1ate, and it was possible in closing the 
account, to leave a balance, to the credit of the Surplus Trust Account, 
larger than the amount set forth in the Budget Speech of last year. 

The estimates for the several n ,epartments of the · Public Service 
have been prepared, and will be laid before you. They have been 
given mttch thought by my Ministers, as, under t~e extraordinary cir
cumstances which at present pertain, great care is necessary in order 
that, while due economy is exercised, the Public Service shall n1>t 

suffer. The whole qt1estion of finance I commend to your most 
favourable consideration. 

• 

For the purpose of financing certain public operations, including 
particularly marine works, road construction and improv·ements, the 
cutting of pulpwood and pitprops and certain railway improvements 
and special expenditure~, it will be necessary for a loan to be procured 
on the :redit of the CoJony. A Bill to this effect will consequently be 
subn1itted to you during the early stage ~of the present session. · 

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Councill: 

Mr. Speaker and G~ntlemen of the Honourable House of Assembly: 

The Contract bet\\ieen the Government and the Reid Newfound
land Company for the operation of the railway, has been receiving 
close consideration · at the hands of my Ministers. In the Speech 
which I addressed to you nearly three years ago, I referred to the 
pressing importance of this question. As tbe Legislature is aware, it 
'vas necessary in July. 1920, to appoint a Railway Commission, repre
sentative of the Government and of the Reid Newfoundland Com- , 
pany. This Commission provided certain new engines and rolling 
stock, a11d put the railway bed in good order. The major portion of 
the loss on operation \Vas borne by the Government. At the session 
of the Legislature last year an Act was passed providing for the 
temporary operation of the rail~ay, under which certain losses wer~ 
to be borne by the Go\·ernment, and the charge on public finance was 
again serious. For son1e time neg.otiations have been in progress 
with thP. object of establishing a definite and permanent basis for the 
operatirn of the railway. At ·this moment the negotiations are still 
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proceeding, but
1 
it is hoped that, be·fore the end of the session, it may 

be possible to submit proposals that will be satisfactory. 
Last year my Ministers decided upon certain readjustments in 

the matter of War Pe11sions, and a supplementary amount was included. 
iri the Estimates of .last session for that purpose. A Bill which will 
be a c·omplete revision of the War · Pensions Act, 1919, will conse
quently be submitted for your consideration. , 

In September last, the question of our Telegrapl1 and Cable busi
ness was discussed ia New York by my Prime Mini~ter with the Ex
ecutive heads of the Western Union Telegraph Company, and, in . 
January last, with tl1e Executive heads of the Western Union Tele-
graph Company, and tl1e Commercial Cable Company. It is probable 
that, as a result of those interviews, a Bill, relating to this important 
~atter, will be submitted to you for consideration during the 
session. 

I trust that, in yot1r deliberations, you may ~ave wisdom · and 
wide visio·n, and that, under the guidance of Divine Providence, the . . 
results will tend to the stability and ,progress of the land. 

' . 

HON. PRIME MINISTER :-Mr. Hr. Main, which he so worthily repre
Speaker, before proceeding to the sented in this Assembly and cam.e of 
usual business of the · House this af- a stock which jn no small measure has 
terno.on, I once again find it my sad won for Newfou~dland's sons the 
duty to rise and submit to this As- grand reputation of being unexcelled 
sembly a resolution of regret at the in whatever sphere they happened to . 
passing of one of its outstanding mem- be placed. 
bers. When, a few months ago, a While still in the years of boyhood 
similar duty devolved upon me in con- Capt. Lewis entered upon that most 
nection with the passing of the Hon. arduous and dangerous of local pur
J ohn Browning, Sir Michael Cashin suits, the bank fishery, wherein he 
who then seconded the Resolution re- began at the bottom of the ladder as .. 
ferred to the fact that in his many a dory hand. By his fearlessness 

• 

years' experience as1 a member of this which was proverbial, his high integ-
Chamber it was seldom that the oc- rity and his~ sterling worth generally, 

• 

casion of the House's opening passed he quickly rose from the ranks and at 
without the Prime Minister being the early age of 24 he was fitted by 
called upon to . propose and the Leader nature and training to take upon him 
of the Opposition to second a resolu- the grave · responsibility of command
tion of this nature on .the passing of ing a vessel at the Grand Bank fish-

. some member of one or the other ery, a responsibility which much older 
branches of the Legislature. men would have assumed with re-

Since . we last· met here Capt. John luctance. His record as a banking · 
Lewis, one of the representatives of captain was high amon.g the most suc
the District of Hr. Main, has passed cessful skippers following that haz
into eternity and by his .passing has ardous occupation for ten years and 
left this country the poorer . by one then by a succession of good trips he 
whose splendid worth was generally reached the pinnacle. at which· all 
recognized. The late Capt. Lewis was banking captains aim-high liner of 
born in Holyrood, in the District of the Newfoundland· Grand Bank fishing 

, 

l ; 
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vessels and commodore of that great 
fleet. 

While being a strict disciplinarian 
as a captain he always cared for his 
men as if respo.nsibilit)' for each man's 
J1ealth and welfare rested solely upon 
him, and it was a common expression 
among }).is associates and crews that 
''Lewis will never ask a man to risk 
a dangerous task which he himself 
would not undertake.'' He was a dar
ing but not reckless mariner and when 
danger most threatened on the bois
terous seas of our coast Capt. Lewis 
was always on the quarter deck to 
direct and advise and share with his 
men the greatest perils of the sea. 

Early in the 90's he took an active 
part in the political affairs of his dis
trict and in 1900 he contested the 
distric~ as an Independent. In 1904 
he again entered the lists as a col- · 
league of the present Judge Morris, 
both candidates of Sir Robert Bond. 
They \Vere elected over. the candidates 
of the Opposition party. In 1908 he 
was again a candidate of Sir Robert 
Bond, his colleague being present 
Deputy Minister of Justice Summers, 
bt1t, like most of the contestants in 
that year·, went down to defeat, the 
district being carried by Messrs. 
Woodford and Murphy, candidates of 
Sir Edward Morris, Leader . of the 
People's Party. In the spring elec
tion of 1909 he was again an unsuc
cessful candidate for Sir Robert Bond. 
Four years later, in 1913, he again 
contested the District of Harbour 
Main in Sir Robert's interests but 
failed to secure election. 

In the interests of Sir Michael 
Cashin he took an active part in the · 
1919 General Election and in Fe·bruary 
1920 was successful in the by-election 
in the interests of the same, . securing 
ele~tion with Dr. Jones as his col
league. In August 1921 he proceeded 
to the Mediterranean as an agent for 
the firm of Hickman and Company and 
while there was stricken down with 

the disease which terminated fatally. 
He was a man of prominence in Hr. 
Main and on the floors of this As
sembly one of high standing and a 
fearless fighter. With deep regret I 
now . introduce the following reso
lution: 

• 

''RESOLVED: that this House de
.sires to place on record an expression 
of deep regret at the passin·g, since 
last session, of John Lewis, Esq., for 
some time representative of the Dis
trict of Hr. Main in this House.'' 

. 
RESOLVED :-That a copy of this 

Resolution be forwarded to the rela
tives of the deceased Honot1rable Gen
tleman. 

And in again moving that a resolu
tion of this kind be placed on the 
records we must bow our heads, re
inembering the futility of strife, bow 
our heads in the presence of the 
shadow of death. In paying tribute to 
the me1nory of the deceased we can 
do no better than repeat the following 
lines: 

So live that when thy summons comes 
• • to JOln 

The innumerable caravan that moves 
To the pale realms of shade, where 

each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of 

death; 
Thou go· not like the galley slave at 

night 
Scourged to his dungeon, but sustained 

and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy 

grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of 

his couch 
About him and lies down to pleasant 

dreams. 

And so there has passed from us one 
who bore an honored name and whose 
·worth was recognized by all on the 
floors of this House of Assembly. I 

< 

now beg, Sir, to submit the resolution. 
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SIR M. P. CASHIN-Mr. Speaker, 
it is my sad duty once again to second 
a Resolution of Condolence in this 
Chamber. The Prime Minister in 
moving this Resolution made ref er-
e nee to a statement made by me when · 
the House opened in December last, 
when we moved a Resolution of Con
dolence to the bereaved relatives of 
the late Hon. John Browning, when I . 
ref erred to the fact that in my long 
experience of over thirty years in this 
House, there was rarely an opening of 
Parliament in which it did not fall to 
the lot of the Premier and Leader of 
the Opposition to ask the House to 
second a vote of condolence similar to 
that which we are passing to-day. If 
I remember rightly it \vas in August 
1921 that Capt. John Lewis made his 
last appearance in this Chamber. I 
do not thirik that he was here in De
cember. We all remember the m~nly 
form of our decease~ friend, and look·· 
ing back to that recent time how m'l11y 
of us if asked to hazard an opinion as 
to his future would have believed that 
to-day this House would be engag~d 
in the sad duty of recording a Resolu
tion of Condolence to his familv and 

• 

friends. I dare say that I kne'.V the 
deceased more intimately than any 
Member of this House. My acquaint
ance with him began almost in bo}·
hood, when at the age of 19 he \Vas 
captain of a fishing schooner prosect·t
ing the Bank fishery. He was a 
typical Newfoundlander and became 
proficient at his calling in the schc~ol 
of experience. He did not get the ad
vantage of a University or High 
School training, but secured his educa
tion at his native town, Holyrood, 
where later he attended Night Sch0ol 
to learn the theory of navigatio11. As 
a banking skipper his name soon be
came famous all over Newfouncllan.d, 
and his youth added additional fame 
to his record several seasons as ''1-ligh 
Liner.'' He went to the top of the 
ladder as a banking captain 'lnd ~n 

all-round fisherman, and in character 
and ability Capt. John Lewis was re
garded-if not the best-one of the 
best fishermen in Newfoundland. Ht! 
raised the status and dignity of the 
very term ''fisherman'' to a higher and 
prouder plane amongst his co-workers 
at that avocation in Newfoundland . . 
He possessed not only all the qualities 
of a good sea-captain, but also of a 
good man, being fearless, enterprising 
and patriotic. 

As to his public life, he first entered 
the House of Assembly in 1904 under 
the leadership of Sir Robert Bond and 
served out the term of four years as a 
zealous representative of his native 
district of Harbor Main. He went 
back for re-election in 1908 and was 
defeated. He was a candidate again 
in 1909 and suffered defeat once more. 
Last year in March, at the bye-electi0n 
to fill the seat vacated by Mr. Wood
ford, he offered himself as a candidate 
and was elected Member for Harbor 
Main by a substantial majority. It 
would require more time than is per
mitted this afternoon to do justice ~ -~ 

his memory and accord the tribute i1e 
deserves. He was a true lover of his 
country and had enthusiastic faith in 
its resources, both of sea and land. 
That he was fear less in debate on the 
floors of this House is a statement 
which all who are listening to my 
words will admit, because only last 
year I recall Capt. Lewis was heard 
from this side of the House when with 
no uncertain sound, having risen in 
his place to sp~ak, all within reach ·or 
his voice were compelled to listen at
tentively till }?e sat down. It is to his 
merit as a banking captain, however, 
that I take most pleasure in referring. 
He was a practical fisherman and 
knew his business from Alpha to 
Omega, from A to Z. You all remem
ber that he was sent by the late Gov
ernment to represent Newf oundlartd in 
the Mediterranean trade in 1910-12. 
Any one who . has read his reports on 

• 
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that mission, or who may have heard 
his work discussed by Members of the 
Board of Trade who were interested 
therein, will I have no doubt , ha·;e 
for med a proper estimate of the char
acter and ability of the late Capt. 
Lewis. The trade had implicit conr1-
dence in him and his vallcle as an agent 
in Southern Europe . was best shown in 
the fact that when the Governrrent 
dropped his services, he was · so11ght 
by the prinicipal merchants to gc to 
the Mediterranean markets · in the 
capacity of their representative, in at
tending to the sale of their fish car
goes. He was acting as agent for the 

• 
firm of A. E. Hickman Co. when he 
succumbed. 

It is sad to think that we are to meet 
him no more on this side of the grave. 
His death is indeed a great loss and 
we cannot easily get an equal to fifl 
his place and take up his work. C)ne 

needed to become closely acquainted 
with our deceased friend to find out 
that not alone was he a good fisher-

~ 

man, but that he was possessed of a 
very keen foresight in the larger do
main of political economy, and the dif
ferent economic dspects that concern
ed the future welfare of his native 
land. In no way probably can one dis
cern this phase of a man's character 
than coming in contact with him in an 
election campaign as I mysel did Id.st 
year in Harbor Main District. 011e 
was compelled to admire the man for 
his fearlessness, strict adherence to 
truth and avoidance of anything sa,ror
Ing of flattery in addressing his con
stituents. If a proposition were put t0 
him by any man in the audience, he 
replied with the right ring of absolttte 
truth how he felt about it, and hit 
straight out from the shoulder. All 
wh~ knew him must feel in proportir·n 
to the intimacy of the knowledge of 
his many good qualities, as they re
member the same. He was a man weil 
beloved and respected in his native 
District. He founded the Star of the 

,; 

Sea Association in Holyrood and was 
President for 15 years when he re
signed ''to give place,'' as he said, ''to 
young men.'' Take him for all and all 
he was ''a man's man,'' and to merel}' 
look upon him was to recognize that 
there was something unusual about 
him. that suggested the man of char
acter. From the age of 14 till t\VO 
years ago he ploughed the ocean, sttr
rounded by the dangers of fog, winds 
and sea, and all else that accompany 
a fisherman's life. He was fearless 
and undaun~ed and kept on tl1e cour~ 

ageous tenor of his way. It is sad to 
think that after escaping all tl1e perils 
of the sea that he should go to St1nn;7 

•taly and there pass away, the ,·ictim 
of a virulent typhus fever which few 
of our seamen ever overcome once 
they are stricken. He died there in 
the midst of his duties. His colleague, 
Dr. Jones, I may say, had very little 
hope of Capt. Lewis's recovery, 'know
ing the effect of this fever in a warn1 
climate ·on Newfoundlanders. I ·~~tve 

a very touching letter from one of his 
constituents who tells from intirr1ate 
experience what a charitable neighbor 
Capt. Lewis was. He says: ''One 
who would not let his right hand kno\v 

' 

what his left hand gave'' and ''he wa·3 
generous and kind to all.'' 

I now join with the Premier in 
seconding this Resolution of condo
lence and join with his intimate 
friends and neighbors in saying 

''Heaven to reward his greatness 
gave, 

To ou·r statesman this honored 
grave, 

The lava of Vesuvius holds in 
trust 

Of a noble Ne.wf oundlander
the dust.'' 

MR. BENNETT-Mr. Speaker, . it is 
very unusual to have a very lengthy 
discourse on an occasion like this but 
I trust you will pardon me when we 
reflect that but orte short year ago the 
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late Capt. Lewis was active and going 
around the district of Hr. Mai?1 seek
ing the suffrages of the constitt1ents. 
When one reflects that he \\"as 11ere a 
few months ago full of life and vigor, 
a sturdy specimen of manhood, it 
makes one wonder why we are so 
anxious over our petty affairs when 
our stay here is of so shadowy a na
ture. I remember, and I think I am 
one of the few now here, who sat with 
Capt. Lewis in 1904 when he was first 
elected. Sir M. P. Cashin was here, 
Hon. Dr. Barnes and Mr. Sullivan, but 
I don't know of any others who were 
here when · Capt. Lewis ·took his seat 
under the leadership of Sir Robt. 
Bond. I remember the debates at that 
time_:_Capt. Lewis was then at the 
height of his manhood-and how the .. 
fishermen listened with intense inter
est to the opinions expressed by him 
in connection with our staple industry. 
I remember that Sir Robt. Bond had 
then, 18 years ago, a very high opinion 
of the ability of the man that we speak 
of to-day. His life was not devoted 
to trying to get Government assistaPce 
or prestege, and I remember that tl:e 
doors of this House were scarcely 
closed when he went on _board hi:,; 
schooner and hied him away to the 
Banks to. wrest his living from the 
deep just as others here to-day do
and it is a credit to them. I hope they 
will show the same integrity and hold 
the same lofty ideals as Capt. Lewis 
did. He was. an ideal fisherman anci 

) Q\ . 

Newfoundlander and his passing is cf 
more regret than that of any 111an vt~10 

has passed from this or the other 
House in many years. 

His life was not spent in an office 
or a counting house; his was not a life 
of ease but one full of hard and dan
gerous toil faced by him with courage, 
daring and enterprise. He went f ortl1 
to the deep and wrested therefrom the 
gold that helped to keep the wheels of 
the Country's progress in motion. Ip. 
this House he was looked upon as a~ 

able exponent of the principles of 
right and those who knew him besr 
knew how ready he was to take up the 
cudgels on behalf of _Newfoundland. 
Last year, his arguments and critic
isms against the Government's policy 
with regard to our fisheries did more, 
perhaps, than anything else to bring 
about their reconsideration. 

His passing _leaves this House and 
- the Country the poorer by a membel' 
and a citizen whom it will be difficult 
to replace. His place, either as a 
citizen or a legislator will not be filled 
by a man of the same qualifications 
for many a long day to come. His ex
ceptional manliness, his splendid i11-
tegrity and his sterling charactei· 1nade 
him an outstanding type and one of 
which I regret to say we have not too 
many men to-day. We could ill ~fford 
to lose Captain John Lewis and his 
passing has therefore been a matter of 
personal regret to each and every one 
of us. For that reason, Mr. Speaker, I 
again trust that I will be pardoned for 
delaying the proceedings this-· after
noon in paying this all too brief and 
inadequate tribute to the memory of 
one who was at once a friend, a col
league and a companion. 

DR. JONES~Mr. Speaker, I should 
like to add a few words to the regrets 
so solemnly expressed by the J>rimc 
Minister, the Leader of the Oppositica 
and Mr. Bennett on the passing of tr..\' 

f rierid and colleague, Captain John 
Lewis. 

With the exception of the Leader of · 
the Opposition, I think I can clain1 to 
have had a longer and more intiinate 
acquaintance with that gentleman than 
any member in this House. Ov ~:· 
thirty years ago I first knew Capt. 
John Lewis. I was but a boy and 
though he also was a boy of nineteen 
he had already undertaken the resport
sibilities of manhood. He was then in 
command of a banking vessel. 

They say, Mr. Speaker, that first ir11-
pressions are usually to be rlied upon. 

ti 
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I shall never for get the impression I 
then received of John Lewis and I can 
truly say now that my entire experi.
ence of him during all the years that 
have since passed but served to show 
me that my fir$t impressions were 
right. He was as I have said but a 
boy when I fl rst knew him and I shall 
never for get the effect upon me of see
ing that man-boy take upon himself 
the tremendous responsibilities of so 
great an undertaking as the command
ing of a vessel on the fishing banks 

• 

and having under his direction and his 
care a crew practically all of whom 
were much older than himself. What 
was perhaps n1ore wonderful still was 
the success with which he carried on 
his work and the thoroughness with 
which he measured up to his responsi
bilities. 

Later, I knew him again when I 
\Vent to practice in the District of Hr. 
Main. He was the fl rst man to 
extend the hand of welcome to me and 
in the years that followed I learneti 
still further to confirm my first im
pressions of the man to whose 1nern
ory this House and the Country to
day pays tribute. He was a veritable 
captain courageous, brave, unselfish 
and full of natural ability that was 
developed and directed to the best ad
vantage. One had only to look a·t John 
Lewis to realize that there was a 1nan 
above the ordinary, one capable of ris
ing above the small and petty things 
of life and of accomplishing great 
things in whatever sphere he happc11-
ed to be placed.· Then, a year ago we 
fought the campaign in the District of 
Hr. Main together and 1 can say \\dtl1 
the utmost truth and sinceritv that in .. 
all the heat of that political co11test I 
never once heard him say an ttncl"!D rit .. 
able or an unjust word of a11 oppon
ent or of those who supported them. 

His history in this House· is ~ln open 
book. There was nothing equi \'Ocal 
about him, he dealt with things 11or:
estly, fearlessly and strai:ghtfordward-

ly as he saw them and, to the end, he 
was the ''captain courageous,'' for, 
that I think, is the term that describes 
John Lewis best. Those who hearij 
his last speech in this Chamber cat1-
not fail to remember with what force 
and fearlessness he dealt with the 
matter that was then uppermost in the 
public mind · and that was the manner 
in which he dealt with any matter t.J 
which his attentio11 and interest were 
directed. 

For my district, without re;~a.rd to 
political differences, I have to sav that 
in the passing of Captain Lewis Hr. 
Main has lost a true c~tizen, fl.n arden.t 
advocate and a worthy representative. 
For m)rself, I have lost a persGna.l 
friend and a loyal colleague, and it i _;· 
only left for me now to express the 

rprayer tha1t he may be grant~d eternal 
rest and that Perpetual Light ~a) 

shine upon him. 
It was moved by Mr. Hibbs and . 

seconded by Mr. Cheeseman that ar1 
Address of Thanks be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor, in reply tc• 
his gracious Speech with which he 11a<.i 
been pleased to open the present Ses
sion of the Legislature, and that a 
Select Committee be appointed to draft 
such Address in Reply. 

MR. HIBBS.-1\tlr. Spealrer, I rise for 
tl1e purpose of proposing that a Select 
C·ommittee be appointed to draft an 
A(ldress in Reply to the Speech with 
which His Excellency the Governor 
has been graciously pleased to open 
tl1is Session of the Legislature. 

Bu.t, Sir, before proceeding further 
I desire to place on record my per
sonal regret . at the loss this country 
has sustained in the passing two gen
tlemen, one of whom has been the 
subject of a touching a11d well deserv
ed tribute this a.fternoon by the 
Prime Minister and the Hon. the Leacl
er of the Opposition. I refer to the 
late Hon. John Browning and C:iptai11 
John Lewis. 

The late I-Ion. Mr. Browning ·was, as 

• 
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has already been stated at our last 
meeting in this Chamber by the Prime 
Minister and the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition, a man of sterling worth', 
one who by his enterprise, integrity 
and fair dealing had been eminently 
successful in the commercial life of 
the country. His association wit~ 

' 

charitable and patriotic undertak~ 

ings was in itself an augury of their 
success. Mr. Browning was one of the 

' type which any country or con1munity 
can ill afford to lose, and it can b~ 
truly said of him that his life work 
here has left a memory to be cherish 
ed and respected throughout the land 
in which he lived. 

Captain Dewis was indeed an out
standing character in the industrial 
business and political life of the coun
try for the last quarter of a century, 
a man who by sheer industry, cour
age,. perseverance and indomitable 
will had overcome the obstacles and 
vicissitudes of his calling, until by vir
tue of a success, wrested from the . 
ocean, he stood in the fore1nost ranks 
of the Banking Captains of the New
foundland fleet. 

It was my great pleasure to share 
his intimate friendship for man~ 

years, a friiendship which I valued be ... 
cause of the many admirable chara,c., 
teristics of the man, and my admira
tion for him never lessened or dimin
ished through life, whether we rowed 
the same political boat or otherwise, 
and I know of no man in the indus7 

trial life of Newfoundland who will 
be missed more than our late lament
ed friend, Captain John Lewis. 

In the Speech from the Throne, Sir~ 
reference is made to the International 
aspect of world reconstruction, and it 
is indeed a 11appy indication of a more 
lasting pepace and christian harmony 
throughout the world. The nation1:1 
have realized the awfulness of War, 
and are ma.king the first real atte·mpt 
to eliminate misunderstandings and 
international strife, and, we in New· 

' . 

foundland, w·ho are still suffering from 
the ·effects of war, can appreciate 
more than we ever could before the 
grand object of the Disarmament Con
ference and the League ot Nations. 

The unemployment problem thro· 
ughout the country, due in a general 
sense to Trade depression, and to 
some extent the result of a small 
Shore fishery last season and low 

' 

prices for out staple product, fa a 
very acute one. The matter of pro
viding labour for our people under 
present conditions is sufficiently dif-

• 

fl.cult to tax the energy of the Gov-
ernment and perhaps no administra
tion in the history of Newfoundla11d 

• 

was ever called upon to shoulder such 
a burden of responsibility as that tin. 
der which the Government of to-day 
is labo_uring. 

It is said, Sir, that the darkest ho11r 
is just before the dawn, and there is 
reason to believe that the dark clouds 
of depression are rolfing by, and that 
we in Newfoundland ,in common with 
the world outside, are about to experi 
en ca the dawn of a brighter day in 
our economic life. 

In the matter of establishing in-
dustrial enterprises that will afford 
permanent emplo;m.ent to our peo
ple, I am quite sure that the Govern-
1nent is prepared to offer all possible 
encouragement and inducement, and 
to make any reasonable concession. 

I aw. convince<i that that attitude 
will receive the unanimous approval 
of all classes of our pepople. There 
never wa.s a time, Sir, in the history 
of our country when the need of fur
nishing some form of employment to 
suppleme11t the staple industry of the 
country was more pressing than at 
present, and the people of this coun
try may rest assured that every pos
sible effort on the part of the Gover11-
ment will be directed to the acc<)m
plishment of that purpose. 

The present is a tin1e that calls for 
the best that is in us, and whether 
we sit on government or op:posltion 
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benches, or . whether we sit outside 
the bar, we owe it to our c.onstituents 
and to the country in general to as- . 
sist in the reconstruction of Ollr corr1 ... 
inercial and industrial fabric until · 
Newfoundland has emerged from the 
aftermath and after effects of the re
cent great struggle and is once more 
on the road to economic prosperity. 

With regard to the marketing of 
our Fishery product, while conflict-, . 
ing opinions are held and publicly 
expressed as to the proper method 
to be adopted, I think it must be con ... 
ceded that there is a general agree
ment that some 'scheme, that 'vould 
insure less risk and a better return 
to fisherrnan and to merchant alike, 
sl1ould be substituted for the present 
hapl1azard systen1 of exportation. 

\ 
It is gratifying, Sir, to know that 

in spite of the extraordinary exigen ... 
cies of the times, the ' cause of Edu
cation l1as not been overlooked, and 
that a Normal School for Teachers will 
be erected. This will no doubt prove 
a.n inesti1nable boon to the Teachers 
of Newfoundland and will tend to bet
ter equip them for that noble pro
fession on which the future of our 
country so greatly depends. 

A pleasing feature of the proposed 
.institution is that it will stand as a 
Memorial of the service and sacrifice 
of the brave men of this country, 
'vho gave their all for us in the Great 
War. 

I a1n reminded now, Sir, of another 
laudable undertaking, and I cannot 
allow tl1is opportunity to pass 'vithout 
extending my personal congratulations 
to Lieutenant Colonel, the Reverend 
Father Na11gle on the noble work that 
11e is at prpesent engaged in. I want 
to say, Sir, that the spirit that ani
mated our brave lads when they fell 
in upholding the honour of this coun"' 

' try on the fields of France and 
Flanders is the same spirit that has 
inspired Father Nangle to see that 
they be not forgotten, and that their 

memory will be perpetuated down 
through the years that are to come. 
On the Honour Roll of Heroes and 
Patriots, future generations will see 
emblazoned the name of Lieut. Col
onel Nangle, and who ~mong us will 
say that the public spirited padre is 
not deserving of the honour. 

Mr. Speaker, before referring to 
our financial co·ndition, I take this 
opportunity to welcome to his seat 
in the House the Finance Minister, 
Hon. M.r. Brownrigg. It has been a 
matter of deep regret, I feel sure to 
the Hon. gentlemen on both sides of 
tb.e House, that because of his sert
c,us illness, the Minister's seat was 
vacent durring last session~ I am glad 
to observe that he is looking so well 
and sincerely hope that he will soon 
gain his 'UiSual no·rmal health and be 
able to discharge . in person the 
many important duties of his office 
in the House. 

~ 

I ' am very glad Sir, to note 
that the revenue for the fiscal .year 
past exceeded the anticipations of the 
Prime Minister, who acted as Fin
ance IVIinister last year on tpe occas
ion of the Budget Speech. This is a 
n1atter of great satisfaction to all for 

. ' 
it must be realised that the present 
is a difficult perio_d to adjust expen
diture and revenue, and I think it is a 
n1atter for gratification on the- par\ 
of the Governme11t that this has been. 
accomp~ished. 

Since extraordinary conditions 
under which we are living have ren-

• 

derP'1 it necessary to secure a further 
loan, I feel sure tl1at the interests o.t . 
tl1e Dominion will be saf~uarded by 
securing it under the same favourable 
terms and conditions as that under 
which the loan of last year 'vas raised. 

In mp.king reference to our finan .. 
cial position 've are reminded of th• 
additional obligations which havo 
been placed upon· the Government 
during recent years. We have been 
endeavouring to serve and accommo-
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date a sparcely settled population 
over an extended coast line ·by build
ing up a postal telegraph system that 
is not self-supporting, and means an 
annual tax upon the revenue of over 
$150,000.00. 

The war pensions which the Do~ 

minion is obliged to pay disabled 
veterans amount to nearly thre<f 
quarters of a million dollars annually. 

Another great strain upon our fin
ancial resources was occasioned by 
the ravages of the great storm 011 
Oct. 28 last, when our entire eastern 
seaboard w·as practically swept, anc\ 
tl1e replacing of those damages and 
the restoring of wharves, bridges and 
even roads, means a staggering item. 
for the country in those days of fin; 
ancial depression. 
Mr. Speaker, the future operation of 

the Rail,vay is another matter re
ferred to in the Speech from the 
Throne, andr in connection with this 
question, frankly, I am of the opinion 
that unless means of increasing the 
passeng~r and freight traffic on the 
can be . created the railway will con
tinue a liab1ility. I -am convinced that 
tl1e hope of the future, as far as the 
railway is concerned lies in that di
erection. 

When we spe·ak of our railway dif
ficulties we speak of a 11ational ques
tion. · It is not a matter that 
the present government or any 
past government, . is who,Ily re
~ponsible for. The railway under 
our present manner of trading and 
living is an essential utility that 
cannot be dispensed with, but it is 
at the same tin1e an expensive neces
sity that has been passed on to ua 
as a legacy of liability to deal with 
as present conditions and circum., 
stances may warrant. It is to be 
11oped that thinking inen of every 
shade of political opinion will regard 
this railway problem in the light of 
a national question, and that their 
activities will be directed in the way 

of assisting rather than embarrassing 
the govern!llent in solving in as far 

· as it is humanly possible this intri
cate and expensive. pro bl em. 

With regard to the matter of War 
Pensions, I feel sure that the new 
Bill for the revision of the 1919 Act 
which will be 'introduced will adjltst 
the matter of pensions on a more 
equitable scale and will meet with the 
approval of all those who are eligiblq 
for this pension., and in doing thia 
Newfoundland will be but discharging 
another debt which she owes those 
who risl(ed their all during the awful 
days from 1914 to the termination oi 
tl1e Great War. 

The last paragraph but one of the 
Speech frun1 the Throne, makes ref- • 
erence to the Telegraph . and Cablo 
business of the Dominion and pre
sages a bill relating to this matter 
being introduced at this session of the 
Legislature. This is a matter, ·Sir, 
that I feel sure will be welcomed by 
all who have followed the history of 
our Telegraph and Cable business 
during recent years. 

Since the y·ear 1918 our Cable across 
the Gulf has been lying idle, and our 
Telegraph system has m_erely served 
as feeder for the Anglo-Am1erican 
Telegraph Company. VP to 1918 the 
Commercial Cable Ccmpany did prac
tically all our business under aq 
agreement entered into under the 
Bond government. This agreeme·n• 

' terminated four years ago for reasons 
which may have had son1e merit, but 
which I do 11ot propose to enter into, 
and there can be little doubt but that 
the Colony has lost considerable rev
enue on this account, and I think all 
will agree that the time has arrived 
when some workable agreement 
should be entered into, let that agree-
1nent be with the Anglo American 
Telegraph Company or the Commer
cial Cable Company, which ever ca11 
give us the most advantageous terms. 
so that our 'l"elegraph lines may be 

• 
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utilised to the maximum of advantage 
to the country. 

In '1naking of a:qy agree·ment, care 
should be taken that same will riot 

• 

involve a monopoly to the extent of 
clebarring the use of the more nlodern 
method of co1nmunication, nan1ely 
Wireless Telegraphy. I do th.ink, Sir, 
that the door shot1ld be left open so 
as to enable us to avail of any up to 
date utility of this kincl, as it is only 
by doing this that 've can hope to keep 
pace with the modern trend .of ad
vancement of the age , we live in. 

This brings to 1ny mind a new inno
vation which it has been our privil· 
ege to experience in this countr~ 

during the last co·uple of months. l 
• refer to tl1e activities of Major Cotton 

and our fellow countryman, Captain 
Bennett who by their enterprpise and 

' ' 
intrepid daring have demonstrated the 
utility of a winter aerial mail service 
in Newfoundland. These men in thei• 
gallant pioneer work of coping with · 
the elements of a Newfoundland win-
ter have made history for themselves. 
rrhe risks they 11ave braved, the hard
ships they have endured and the ex .. 
perience they have gained .are les
so11s that will materially aid in mak .. 
ing an aerial mail service a perman
ent and a feasible utility, in the 
future. 

I understand that considering the 
• 

present condition of finances, reason1 
able inducen1ents have been given to, 
enable them to actually demonstrate 
by experime11t that an aerial inail 
service may become a practical fact
or in our co1nmercial life. 

When we consider the . success 
' 

achieved in combatting the rigors ot 
our climate it will be a matter or re
gret if arrangements cannot be mada 
so that the country may avail of th~ 
service of Major Cotton and his con-' 
ferers in locating the sealing heard. 
Not possessing an intimate knowledge 
of any negotiations that may have 
been entered into between the airmen 

and the owners ot the fleet, I am not 
speaking with any authority, but l 
understand that any venture that 
might be undertaken will be optional. 

· In conclusion, l\fr. Speaker, might l 
be per1nitted at the opening of th.is 
Third session of the Legislature un
der . the present government to ex"' 

press the hope that the work of thi~J 
session will be in keeping with tha 
need of the times, and that a spiri~ 

worthy of tl1ose who made the su-1 
1>reme sacrifice for us, and in doing 
so _ helpe·d to make it possible for us 
to sit here today, may guide tis in the 
deliberations which we are about to 
enter upon, a.nd it is with this spiritJ 
Sir, that I propose that a Select 
Committee be appointed to draft an 
Address in Reply to the Speech which 
His Excellency the Governor has been 
graciously pleased to deliver to us 
to-day. 

MR. CH~ES'EMAN :-Mr. Speaker, 
I rise for the purpose of 
seconding the motion so ably put be
f0re the House by my Hon. Friend the 
l\Iember for Fogo. My Hon. Friend 
having entertained you at such length 
with his very eloquent addreS$ I feel 
that it behoves me to be brief. 

First I wish to join with 
with the previous Speakers in express
ing my sincere sympathy to th~ rela
tives of the late Capt~ John Lewis • 
He was a prominent man in b.1'5 call
!rJg as well as a highly respected citi-
~;en. 

It is very p_leasing I am 
sure to us all to learn from His 
Excellency's Speech that it is the in
tention1 o·f the Government to pro'ceed , 

with the erection of the Normal 
School. This training school will be 
::1. great benefit to our Dominion, as 
from it will go forth to the various 
localities well trained young men and 
women, who . will be able to give our 
!·, ~· s and girls that education and 
training which we all realize is so 
necessary to-day. Such a achool will 

.. 
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ue a very fitting memorial to the 'lov
ing memory of our brave warriors. 

We are all very agreeably surprised 
to note that the Revenue will exceed 
the expenditure for the past fiscal year. 
For reasons very largely beyond the 
control of the present Government we 
have during the past .few years been 
.-;ompelled t·o make very heavy ex
penditures, thereby necessit~ting in
t;reased taxation. We sincerely hope 
that it will be found possible to great
l}" reduce expenditure this year and 
·. hereby enable us to reduce . taxation 
:n the very near future . 

• 
It will be noticed that it 

is the intention of the Government to 
taJi:e immediate steps to make de:ftn
i te arrangements for the operation of 
the railway. This is a measure 
w!lich should ~.nd I trust will rece.ive 
the fUll support of the whole House 
and the c·ountry in general. This is a 
n1atter of vital importance to every 
Newfoundlander. 

In the matter of the in-
craase in the rate of pensions to our 
disabled soldiers and sailors, I am 
. .;ure none will find .fault with the 
Gov.ernment for having granted the 
Increase. These brave boys have· well 
deserved · it. 

You will all agree with me 
that the fisheries are of the · great
est importance to Newfoundland. Up
on the success or failure of the fisher
~es depends the success or failure of 
ouir many fishermen, and of a very 

' 
la.rge number of our people who find 
varioll;s kinds of employment as ~ 

l esult of the wealth produced from 
the fisheries Our mines, forests and 
many other industries are all well 
'" orthy of our best attention, but in 
rJ1y opinion our first duty is to do 
everything possible for the future 
uevelopment of our fisheries. It is 
the duty of all governments to do all 
posible to encourage and foster the 
proper curing and marketing of om: 
fish. Unfortunately a great many ot 
o·ur tlshermen do not appear to real· 

_ize that fish is an article of food. Well 
cured and well handled fish will al
vrays comm~nd a ready sale at proflt
:x.ble prices, thereby bringing increased 
prosperity to all concerned with its 
j>roduction. A great draw back to the 
codfishery is the lack of bait at cer
tain times in the year. I know that 
on the S. W. Coast we lose many 
thousands of dollars annually on this 
account. I am hoping that in the near 
11.iture we will have at least two cold 
:.;torage plants on the S. W. Coast. 

• 

At certain seasons of the year there 
~R an abundance of bait which could 
l>e put in cold storage at a very low 
cost; with a steady· supply of bait 
many fishermen whio now :find Jt im
possible to provide the necessaries ol 
life for themselves and their families 
would · be enabled to increase their 
earnings to such an etxent as to en .. 
}i. ble them to provide .fully for their 
requirements. The ~ollowing figures 
give a comparative statement of the 
total exp·orts of codfish for the fiscal 
~·ears ending 30th June annually. I 
1.1ave taken them 1910 to 1921: 

l" ear, 
' 1910 .. 

1911 .. 
1912 .• 
1913 . . 
1914 .. 
J 915 .. 
1916 ... 
i.917 .. 
i.918 .. 
1919 .. 
'920 .. 
1921 .. 

Quantity 
Qtls. 

. . . . . . 1,502,269 

. . . . . . 1,182,720 

. . . . . . 1,388,178 

. . . . . . 1,408,582 

. . ·.. . . 1,247 ,314 
• • • • • . . 1,094,242 
. . . . . . 1,421,372 
. . . . . . 1,568,020 
. . . . . . 1,821,206 
. . . . . . 1,681,770 
. . . . . . 1, 788,015 
. . . . . . 1,363,792 

Value 
$ 7,307,778 

6,544,604 
8,001,703 
7,987,389 
8,071,889 
7,332,287 

10,394,041 
12,876,847 
18~829,560 

24,316,830 
22,671,625 
13,334,954 

From July 1st, 1921, to Feb. 28th, 
1922, the exports of codfish have been 
1,199,994 qui~tals, these figures riot in'!" 
eluded above, leaving about 160,000 
c1uintals of last year's catch still to 
be marketed. This is the smallest 
quantity of old fish that has been 
cr.trried over for s,ome time. 

In view ot the fact that the winter 
fishery has been practically a blank, 

' 
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the old fish will easily have gone 
·into consumption before there is any 
new available. 

This should have the effect of k-eep
ing up the prices for the old fish 
and with practically b·are markets, 
new fis4 should bring good pri·ces. 

With the impro.ved condition of the 
European Market, the shortage in the 
Norwe,gian Fishery and the tendency 
fo·r improvement in the Europ·ean Ex
change, coupled with the lower cost 
of out("tting for the present voyage, 
I feel that prosp·ects are very much 
brighter for the fishermen than they 
were a year ago. Our principal mar
kets are Portugal, Brazil, Spain, 
Italy and Greece, Po·rtugal being our 
largest customer, with Brazil coming 
second. In 1919 we exported 212.253 
quintals of pickled or salt bulk cod
fish. In 19 21 the export of this arti
cle fell to 30.445 qutn~s, being the 
smallest quantity exported since 

. 1913. 

This is ·a serio1us matter and we 
should do all possible to increase our 
exports of salt bulk fish, thereby 
relieving the European Markets. In 
1911 the total value of all our fishery 
products was 9.578.984 dollars. In 
1919 it reached tb.e highest point, 
when the value rose to 32,792,271 ·dol
lars and in 1921 in fell to 15,943,490 
dollars. Thus it will be seen that 
the earning p·ower of fishermen has 
been practically cut in two, but unfor 
tunately the cost of his outfitting and 
living. has not decreased anything in 
proportion to his earning power. 

The total value of all exports from 
Newfoundland for year ending June 
30th 1921 is $22,441,267. Fishery 
Prod·ucts account for $15,943,493. Cod 
fish represents of the latter $13,333,-
954, thus it will be seen from the 
actual figures that the fisheries are 
still our mainstay and of greatest im
portance amongst the fisheries is the 

' 
Cod Fishery. The great depression 
in Europ and the consequent low 

exchange has been a very important 
factor in lowering the value of our 
fish. 

As pointed out in His Excel-
lency's Speech, reconstruction is 
proceeding surely though more 
slowly than we could wish. 
However from the figures that will 
later ~e furnished by my Hon. Frienq 
the Minister of li1inance, it will be 
seen that N ewfoundla.nd is makin3 
progress equal to any other country 
and in fact mucl1 more so than a 
great many countries. 

Personally I always take an op
timistic view and I feel that in New
foundland we have seen the 'vorst 
and that with co-operation, a friendly 
spirit, hard "\\i·ork· and rigid economy 
in Public as well as private expendi_, 
ture we will very soon recover our 
former strong and healthy financia) 
condition. 011 reference to the re-. 
cords it will be, found that our peo-' 
ple still have nearly 28 million dol1 
lars on deposit with the different 
Banks, whicl1 is I think a good show ... 
ing under present conditions. 

None will deny the fact that ~ 

great many of our people are suffer
ing as a result of the trade depre~ 
sion; most of these people deserve th~ 
assistance and ~ympathy of those 
w;ho· are in a position oo help. 

As Le.gislators our duty is to en
courage and not discourage the peo
ple. 

I 1·egret exceedingly to have to 
say sine'' my entry to this House 1 
have been g·rea.tly disappointed at 
t11e lack of unity between the parties 
that compose it. In fa;ct, there is a 
regrettable lack of unity in the busi
ness and private li:Ves of our people 
as well as in tl1e public llf e of tl1e 
.country. We must realize tha.t lae11 
of unity between the various bodies 
that make up the life of our C(>11nt~J ' 
can only lead us to disaster. We are 
all dependent more or less upon each 
other. Capital without labour is no 
good, neither is labour without cap!-

( 
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tal any good and it is only by work7 
ing together in a friendly spirit tha~ 
the greatest benefits can come to all. 

But labour must be willing to give 
Bt all times fair and just returns to 
capital. 

Duri11g the last Session tl1e conduct 
of certain membe,rs in this House and 
certain individuals outside the bar 
or tl1is House was anytl1ing but credit
able. It is to be J1oped that at this 
session a mo1~e friendly and manlJJ 
spirit wfll exi~t both inside and out
side tl1e bar. Fair and just criticism 
is always in order. As a young New
fot1ndlander who loves this country 
better than any other on earth and 
who hopes to live in it until the end 
of my time; I appeal to the Members 
of both sides of this House and th~ 
people in general to lay aside petty 
jealousy and strive to improve ou1 
homeland. Don't kick the fellow who 

• 

happens to be down, help hi1n UP} 

Let us all be optimistic, boost our 
country, work hard and work willing-_ 
Jy, and we need have no fear of the 
future. 

The Committee to consist of Mr. 
Hibbs, Mr. Cheeseman, Hon. Dr . 
Barnes, Dr. Jones and Mr. Sinnott. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN - Mr. 
Speaker, it is customary, whether the)r 
deserve it or not, to congratu1ate the 
mover and seconder of the Address in 
Reply to the Speech from the Throne. 
Moreover, I think they have both done 
real well on this occasion, considering 
the material they had before them. It 
occurred to me while listening to the 
speech of the hon. member for Burin, 
that if the Prime Minister had only 
looked around he could have given 
the mover and seconder a great deal 
more material to work upon because 

. after all, when one comes to consider 
this bald Speech from the Throne, one 
will find '1.bsolutely nothing in if. 
There is nothing pertaining to the 
plans of the Government, outlining or 
suggesting any legislation of a bene-

ficial character to be brought before 
the House. We are given an empty 
programme in this bald document 
handed out to us. Considering then 
that the members for Burin and Fogo 
''spoke upon nothing'' they did re
markably well, particularly the mem
ber for Burin, who did ever so much 
better than many members on similar 
previous occasions. Indeed, I con
gratulate them both on acquitting 
themselves so well, working on . such a 
meagre foundation and in such a bad 
cause. They certainly did well on 
nothing. And this is the Speech from 
the Throne that is to be sent out this 
evening to a waiting public. They are 
expecting bread and you are giv~ng 

them a stone. 
Mr. Speaker, I rose this evenin'g not 

to make a dissertation on, or a revie\V 
of this speech, but merely for the pur
pose of congratulating the gentlemen 
who moved and seconded the Address 
in Reply. On another occasion I hope 
to deal with it more fully' not that it • is necessary to ask time to read or 
discuss it, for there is absolutely 
nothing in the speech td read. I say 
this, sir, not as a conventional Opposi
tion platitude, but with all sincerity 
and strict adherence to _truth, for I 
defy any man, woman, or child in the 
whole length and breadth of the coun
tr)r to point me out one line in this 
document, dignified with the name of 
Speech from the Throne, relating to 
the future welfare of Newfoundland, 
or foreshadowing any beneficial or 
constructive legislation on the part of 
this Assembly. The first thing that is 
brought to our attention as an illustra
tion and proof of my contention, is the 
hard weather you had to contend witi1 
in bringing the fisherman's repre
sentative from the Northern Districts 
and in this connection it is pertinent 
to ask why did you not send an aero
plane to fetch them along in an up-to
date manner? Next we are informed 
of the marriage of Her Royal High-
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ness the Princess Mary. Of course we 
are all glad of this auspicious event, 
but what, sir, I ask, has this to do with 
the business of this House and the 
future of the Colony, especially in a 
critical time like the present. There 
is, I notice, mention of reforms, ar.d 
that word, coming from this Gover~
ment, Mr. Speaker, has an ominous 
sound in view of the experience of the . 
past two years and the reforms tl1at 
have been applied to this country's af
fairs by the ''Liberal Reform Party." 
Why new reforms do you intend t,l 
inaugurate now? Have you any more 
reforms for the Railway? I find abso
lutely nothing in the Speech regarding 
our great staple industry, the codfish
ery, nor of cold storage, which yo11 
spoke about so glibly and so confident
ly two years ago. We find to-day not 
a single word about this subject in the 

• 
speech and the same applies to th.e 
finances of the country regarding 
which you have given us less than 

\ 

nothing. Is there anything at all in 
the speech that is worthy of being 
called a subject for serious debate? 
I myself think that there is not. After 
coming here this evening and meeting 
the Government, I awaited in ex
pectant trepid·ation for the ''three 

• 

knocks on the door'' of the Chamber. 
You all have a recollection, no doubt! 
of the occasion on which the last three 
knocks were given by the Usher of 
the Black Rod. Gentlemen sitting 
here to-day will remember how last 
year after a four months' session, the 
House was adjourned for a period of . , 

three months and when we assembled 
here in December, before the Prime 
Minister had finished his speech, three 
knocks were heard on the door of the 
Chamber and the Usher of the Black 
Rod informed us that His Excellency 
the Governor awaited us ' in the Upper 
House, whereupon the Prime Minister, 
surservient to the Governor's call, 
without more ado led the way .from the 
House before his speech was conclud-

ed. It is worthy of note, however, that 
he afterwards sent to the papers for 
publication the whole speech that he 
had not been allowed time to deliver. 
With those memories in mind, Mr. 
Speaker, I was wondering what would 
happen when I came here this after- .. 
noon. Now, you will notice, sir, that 
I carry a bag with me; also something 
else which honorable gentlemen on the 
Government side seem, judging by 
their :glances in this direction, to be 
interested in, but I may console them 
by saying that they ne~d not be afraid. 
I do not intend to open it to-day. Re
vertin.g again for a moment to this 
\vonderful speech, it is noticeable that 
there is not one word about the ex
penses of the Colony and no allusion 
\\1hatever to the six million dollar loa11 
of last year that was so shamefully 
wasted, and in spite of that we arc 
told that another big loan is abottt to 
be raised. 

The hon. member for Burin spoke of 
J 

the fishery. I would like to ask him 
d es he expect the price of fish to be 
the same as it was last year. How 
can you expect the price of ·codfish to 
keep up when you find all ·other com
modities declining and when you can 
buy flour, sugar, beef, salt, etc., at 
about half price as compared with the 
war years' prices. Do you expect the 
Italian, ·for instance, to give you war 
prices for your fish when he can ~et 

all other food products at half ):'rc~ 

and when exchange is so he;1v:1v 
against him. At present the Ita!ians 
have to pay from $2.00 to $2.50 per 
pound for fish in their own mone)'. r 
have never seen more than six dollars 
per quintal paid for fish from ti1e time 
of the American War up to about ten 
years ago. Equally important is t .~ 1e 

fact that nothing is said so f qr about . ~ 

the problems of supplies f ·Jr the co111-

ing fishery and the question- ~1s to how 
the fishermen can be supplied at pre
sent prices of outfit. We have heard 
a good deal about ''dark hours~' but we 



, 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS .31 

have yet to hear something of s11pplies 
and loans. To-day the public debt is 
in the vicinity of 54 millions of dol
lars. Even though we reckon the in
terest at four percent now, can WP! ex
pect ' to pay it? With 'lll it1dustries 
tied up and the fishery at a sta11dstill 
where are we? I tell you, Mr Sp~.ak

er, we are in a most serious . position. 
The hon. member for burin is troubled 
about the condition of the country and 
rightly so, but I regret to observe his 
inconsistency inasmuch as th.at last 
year he made a statement to the effect 
that he intended to strenuously con
demn certain measures when brought 
up by the Government, realizing that 
they were detrimental to the interests 
of his constituents and the country 
generally. Where was the hon. gen
tleman when the said measures ca1ne 
before this House. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope you will not ac
cuse me of rambling from the address, 
as there is in my opinion nothing in it 
to discuss and the ref ore nothing to 
ramble from, but for the sake of time 
honored custom I shall discuss the 
speech, if possible~ at a later date a'1d 
therefore I shall ask the Prime Mi11is- . · 
ter to allow it to stand over for a iew 
days until copies have been distri
buted, so that we may, by exercising 
all our· ingenuity, find something in it 
to enable us to fulfill the formalities, 
for I assure you, sir,- though I ha\:e 
seen thirty speeches, but never one 
like this. It is indeed ''fearfully and 
wonderfully masked.'' I can well 
imagine the Premier dictating th is 
speech and endeavouring to find some
thing with which to fill up the usu~tl 
space, and can see him tearing i' is 
hair and in utter desperation saying 
''My God what shall I say next?'' It 
is indeed a hopeless programme and I 
invite every gentleman here to read it 
and say honestly if there be anything 
forecasting the future of ·Newfound
land. There is nothing regarding the 
fishery or the country's finances. Tl1e 

railway must go on and we are to vote 
another rr.illion of dollars. to keep it 
running this year. Are we going · 011 

to give out, as has been done the past 
season in such a scandalous manner~ 
as it is well known that no discretio11 
was exercised in giving out relief 
work, and the man who had a fat bank 
account vlorked side by side in the 
snow bank with the man who real!}· 
needed assistance and had no means. 
In this manner thousands of doll,trs 
were wasted and no returns were 
given. Men were engaged not to work 
as formerly, but to do penance for th~ 
pay th.at was doled out to ~hem. Ho\v 
long, I ask, can the country stand such 
extravagance? 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
Mr. Speaker, I shall follow the usual 
formality common to this occasion 
and heartily congratulate the mover 
and seconder of the Address in Repl)'. 
In actual fact. and substance they arc 
both deserving of the highest con
gratulations for the excellent ad
dresses · they delivered. We have 
heard both gentleme.n on several 
previous occasions and without the 
surrounding circumstances of to-day's 
formality but it may now be seen that 
we have indeed able debating power 
on this side of the House. I also de
sire to heartily congratulate Sir 
Michael Cashin on his very witt!' 
speech regarding the Address from the 
Throne. If I could be sure of such a 
response of wit from the Leader of the 
Opposition I would gladly prepare an
other address at any time. Sir Michael 
Cashin said during his remarks that 
he had spoken to some thirty speeches 
and never before had he heard sttch 
an address as to-day's. Never before 
had we such a Leader of the Opposi
tion who has yet said regarding the 
Speech from the Throne that there was 
nothing in it. I well remember my 
own instance after I had moved the 
Address in Reply, when Sir Robert 
Bond, the· Leader of the Opposition at 

/ 
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the time, said that there never was 
any document such as this imposed 
upon a Government. You have heara 
the Address from ·the Throne. The 
outstanding points are clearly set 
forth. There are two or three in par
ticular. If Sir Michael thought that it 
was supposed to contain a programme 
of the work to be undertaken by this 
Ho11se, if it were to contain 
even an outline of the plans of the 
Government and facts and fig-
11res that are to be laid before 
this House, such a statement would be 
as large and as extensive as all the 
statements that we have ever heard 
put together. I want to give a sincere 
greeting to the Hon. H. J. Brownrigg, 
after a prolonged absence from the 
precincts of this House. The past 
year has been one of great stress to 
Mr. Brownrigg and we are all glad to 
see that he will be able to be with us 
this Session and handle the many im
portant matters appertaining to h!s C.t.~

partment that will be brot1ght before 
us. There has been before the Go\1

-

ernment a proposition re·garding t11c 
development of the timber and mineral 
areas that surround the · H u.mber 
River. No such· proposition is before 
this House. The proposition was madf 
by the Reid Nfld. Co. to the Goverr,
ment but as then presented it was 
found to be impractiable and . impos
sible. In the hope that a suitable pro
position could be devolved · it was 
given great care and consideration by 
the Executive Committee as it was 

the urgent wish that everything pos

sible be done to develop the large 
valuable timber and mineral resources 

of the Humber Valley. The proposi

tion itself was put under microscopic 

examination in order to ascertain 

what could be done with it and 

it was accordingly withdrawn ·as un

feasable by the Reid Nfld. Co. them

selves. Within a short time ·a Tariff 

Commission will be appointed but I 
do not expect any revision will be dealt 
with at this Session of the House. 

MR. BENNETT-That is not ac
cording to the promise you made at 
last session.. The Tariff Revision is a 
very important measure. Why did yott 
not appoint the Commission during 
the recess. It was a distinct promise 
made by you as Prime Minister. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-I did 
make the ··promise that a Tariff Com
mission would be appointed and the 
matter dealt with at the next Session 

• 

of the House but I cannot see how it 
will be possible now to have the re
port of the Commission ready in time. 
I again heartily congratulate the 
mover and seconder of the Address in 
Reply to the Speech from the Throne 
and also Sir Michael Cashin on his 
very witty speech. 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow ask leave 
to introduce a .Bill, entitled ''An Ac ·~ 

respecting i:he Sealfishery during the 
present . year.'' 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would ask leave to introduce a 
Bill entitled ''An Act to amend Chap
ter 75 of the Consolidated Statutes, 
entitled 'Of Sufferers from Marine 
Disasters.'' 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow ask leave 
to introduce a Bill entitled ''An Act 
for the Encouragement of Shipbuild
ing.'' 

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill entitled ''An 
Act for the Protection of Neglected, 
Dependent and Delinquent Children." 

Hon. the Minister of justice gave 
notice tfiat he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill entitled ''A)1 
Act to regulate the Importation, Man
ufacture, Sale and Use of Opium and 
other dangerous drugs.'' 

Hon. the Minister of Finance gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow ask 

J 
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leave to introduce a Bill entitled ''An 
Act to amend Chaper 22 of the Con
solidated Statutes entitled 'Of the 
Customs.' '' 

Hon. the Minister of Finance gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow 
move the· House into a Committee -of 
the Whole to consider certain Resolu
tions respecting the Raising of a Loan 
on the Credit of the Colony.'' 

Sir M. P. Cashin gave ·notice of 
questions. 

Mr. McDonnell gave notice of ques
tions. 

It was moved and seconded tha~ 

when the Hous<;t rises it adjourn u11.til 
Monday afternoon, next, 20th inst., at 
three of the clock. 

The House then adjourned accord-, 
ingly. -

MONDAY, March 20th, 1922. 

House met at three of the clock in 
the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

MR. JEN_NINGS-1 beg leave to 
' present the annual report of the Su-

perintendent of the Poor Asylum. 
MR. CHEESEMAN-I be,g leave to 

present the report of the Committee 
appointed to draft a Reply to the 
Speech from ··the Throne. . 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
asked leave to introdu·ce a Bill, en
titled ''An Act respecting the Sealfish
ery during the present year.'' 

HON. THE PRIME · MINISTER 
asked leave to introduce a Bill, en-
ti tied 

1
''An Act to Amend Chapter 7~ 

of the Consoiidated Statutes, entitled · 
'Of Sttff erers from Marine ·. Disas-

' ' -ters.' '' ; 
HON~ THE· · : PRIME · MINISTER 

asked· leave to ·introduce a Bill, en
titled ''An· Act for ; the ;·:Encouragement 
of·' Shipbuilding.'' : : 1 ·. · · ,·, · · 

HON. THE MINISTER ·OF FI
NANCE ·asked · le:ave ·to ·· introduce a 

. Bill, entitled '''An. Act to'· amend Chap-

ter 22 of the Consolidated·· Statutes 
entitled ·Of the Customs.' '' ·. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE asked leave to introduce a Bill 
entitled ''An Act for the Protection .of 
Neglected, Dependent and Delinquent 
Children.'' 

HON. THE MINISTER OF ·JUS
TICE asked leave to ·introduce ·a Bi1'l 
entitled ''An Act to regulate· the Im
portation, Manufacture, Sale and Use 
of Opium and other Dang.erous 
Drugs.'' 

HON. THE · MINISTER OF . FI
NANCE asked the Hous·e into a Com
mittee of the Whole to consider cer
tain Resolutions respecting the raising 
of a loan on the credit of the Colony. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE-
I beg to have· it deferred till the actual 
Bill is printed and read. · 

HON. PRIME MINISTER~I beg to 
lay on the Table of the House a state- · 
ment of the estimated revenue of the 
Municipal Council for 1922 and also 
the expenditure. . 

HON. PRIME MINISTER~I beg to 
table the annual report of the Marine 
and Fisheries Department. · · 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-By ·whom? · 
. ' - . . 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-It was 
sent to me by the Deputy ~inister. I 

I - . 
have not read th'e report~ - . . · .. 

NOTICE OF QUES.TIQN 
I 

1-SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the 
Minister of Finance and Custom·s ·, to 
lay on the table of the Hous.e a · sta.te
ment showing the amount , .. re·atized 
from · last year's loan of . six : millio:l 

/ -
dollars, showing . the amount · actua\ly 
received, as far as· is known; .by~ .the 
American firms · that raised' the, .Lpan; 
the amount transferred to the Colony, 
all payments · or expenses,,· services . .. in 
connection with it, and by ·whom re
ceived; if. there are · any amounts · y.et 
to be paid in connection . with . same, 
and for w.hat purposes was .the .Loan 
·or any · portion of it,. . expended; and 
how mu·ch· of-·.the., said Loan remains· 
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to the credit of the Colony at the pre
sent time. 

2-SIR M. P. -CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Minister of Finance to lay on the 

• 

table of the House a statement show-
ing the Revenue for the eight months 
from July 1st to February 28th, and 
an estimate of the Revenue for · the 
four months from March 1st to J tine 
30th and also of the expenditure in 
e-ach of these periods, said statement 
to show the principal heads of Rev
enue-Customs, Profits Tax, Income 
Tax, Super Tax, Postal Reve·nue, Agri~ 
culture and Mines Revenue, Post Of
fice Revenue. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE-I 
beg to table the statement. 

3 SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister, in the absence of 
the Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish
eries, if a large quantity of beaver 
skins was received by the Department 
recently for sale, if so what was. the 
number of the skins and to furnish cl 

list of all 'parties sending skins to the 
Department and the number they sent; 
were tenders invited for the purchase 
of these skins, and to lay on the table 
of the House a copy of all tenders; 
were these sealed tenders and if so b:r 
whom were ·they opened and what 
steps were taken to ensure that par
ties tendering got ''a square deal''; 
were the skins ultimately disposed of 
to the Rev. Frank H. Boone, of Med
ford, Mass., and a Hebrew fur dealer 
named Morris Silberman, of Boston; 
rf the said Rev. Frank H. Boone \Tisit
ed Port Union last - Fall and made 
speeches there in favor of Mr. Coaker 
itnd his movement; what amounts did 
be pay for the beaver skins and what 
di.d the Government do with the same; 
were all proceeds paid to the owners 
of the skins, or if not was a portion 
~f the · amount retained by the Depart
ment; if so, how much; if any pay
ments by way of expenses were made 
in cQnnection with the said sales, C:1nd 
i.f so to- whom and to give a list of the 

parties receiving same and the amount 
they received.; and to what fund was 
any portion of the proceeds paid, arid 
where is the balance, if any, f ron1 th is: 
transaction at the present time. 

4 SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon .. 
the Prime Minister if it is correct that • 

some weeks ago Hon. W. F. Coaker 
wrote the Reid Company directing 
them to continue the operation of 
bra11ch railroads, or any of them; if 
so was Mr. Coaker authorized by the 
Government to write such a letter and 
if so to lay on the table of the House 
a copy of the same; also if Mr. Coaker 
made any promise that the Govern
ment w9uld pay for the operation of' 
the said Railroad; was he authorized 
to ma·ke ~uch a promise and for what 
amount will the Government be liable 
on account thereof. · 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-I have 
no knowledge of any communication 
from Hon. W. F. Coaker to the Rei\i 
NJld. Co. or any member of the Com
pany in connection with the operation 
of the branch railroads or any of 

, 
them. If Mr. Coaker wrote such a. 
letter, he wrote it as the representa
tive of Bonavista District and not as a 
representative of the Government. Mr .. 
Coaker was not authorized by the· 
Government to make any promise to 
the Reid Nfld. Co. of payment for the
operation of the railroad nor have I 
any knowledge of such promise having 
been made by him. 

5 SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister to lay on the table 
of the House a full statement of ex
penditure to date . in connection with· 
the extension of the Railway line to 
Argentia, showing 

(a) tl}e . amount paid for the con
struction of the Railroad and 
the length of the same from the 
point on the main line where 
the diversion to Argentia was 
made; 

(b) the amount paid for co111pensa
tion for land taken for the same 

• 
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improvement, and a list of the 
parties to whom such payments 
were made; 

( c) if any claims are still outstand
ing and not arbitrated and if so 
when it is proposed to deal with 
them; 

( d) the amount paid for the wharf, 
sheds, etc., at Argentia; 

( e) what benefit has been derived 
by the. country from the enormous 

expenditure of money in con
nection with this alteration; 

( f ) why has the steamer Kyle not 
been calling at Argentia all this 
winter as promised; 

('g) is it correct the Captain of the 
Kyle refused to bring his ship 
there unless a number of aids 
to navigation were provided; 

(h) if one of the reasons given for 
the said alteration was that the 
Harmsworth Company at Grand 
Falls would ship all their paper 
during the Winter to Argentia, 
if any paper has been so ship
ped and if not why not; 

( i) and what use does the Govern
ment expect to be made of this 
terminal to justify the expend~ 

ture incurred in connection with 
' 

the same. 
HON. PRIME MINISTER tabled in

formation. 
6 SIR M. P. CASHIN . asked li<1n. 

the Prime Minister if it is correct that 
Mr . S. J. Foote, K.C., Senior Member 
for Burin, has been called to Genoa 
in connection with the National Con
ference, and if so is Mr. J~ Blackwood, 
K.C., who accompanies him, also re
tained in connection with this matter. , 
and if it is correct that representatives 
of the Canadian Government are on 
their way across also to confer with 
Mr. Foote in connection with this mat
ter. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-The an
swer to · my hon. friend's humorous 
question is ,entirely in the negative. 

7-SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 

the Prime minister, in the absence of 
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture ar1 i 
Mines, to lay on the table of the House 
a statement showing the quantit)' of 
pit props cut on Government accotlnr, 
or in connection with which the Gov:
ernment gave any guarantees durin~ 

the Winter of 1920-21, - the amo11nt 
paid from the public funds on account 
of the same; what quantity of these 
·pit props has been sold; who acted for 
the Government in the sale of the 
same; to whom were they sold; how 
much was paid for them per cord, and 
for any other expenses; what quantil\r 
remains unsold; at what places are 
these pit props assembled; what does 
the Government propose to do w-i th the. 
same; what are the actual receipts on 
acco11nt of all these pit props to date : 
and what is the total expenditure, alstJ 
for how many · cords of pit props or 
pulp wood has the Government con
tracted to be cut during the present 
Winter; to table a list of the parties 
with whom contra~ts · were made and 
the quantities for which th·ey con
tracted; what is the· actual liability of 
the Colony on account of the san1e, 
and how does the Government expect 
to dispose of them. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-The re
ply to that question is 'being prepare~ . 

8 SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Minister of Finance and Customs 
t9 lay Qn the table of the House copy 
of the report of the Audi t~r-General 
for the fiscal year ended June 30th, 
1921. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
That statement will be tabled to-mor
row. 

9-SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister :-

(a) If Hon. W. F. Coaker tendered 
his resignation as ·Minister of 
Marine and · Fisheries shortly 
after the last session of the 
House closed, and if so to table. 
a copy of said resignation and 

• 
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to ,state what action was taken 
on the same; 

· (b) if it is correct that since the 
closing of the last session in 
August 1921, Hon. W. F. Coak
er has never entered his office 
in the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries, and if so what is 
his reason for not attending .it, 
if he is drawing the salary of 

. that office and if so what . ser
vice is he giving in return; . 

( c) if · it is · not the case that be- · 
tween August and the end of 

·the year Mr~ Coaker was absent 
from St. · John's for almost tl1e 
whole of that time, and if so 
who was conducting the affairs 
of the . Department; 

( d) if Mr. Coaker, after a brief visit 
· to St. John's at New Year, did 
not return to Port Union and 
remain there for several weeks, 
then come back here and after 
a . few days take his departure 
for an extended trip to the Un
ited States and Brazil; 

(e) · if Mr. Coaker sent a message 
from Port Union some weeks 

(f 
' ) 

( g ) 

,· 
ago to be shown to the Premier: 
threatening that if the l111111L1er 
River · project was not put 
through the Legislature he 
would refuse to support trc: 

• 

Government, if that message 
was shown to the Prime Min1s
ter, and if so what action he 
took on it; 
is Mr. Coaker's present trip a
broad on public or private busi-
ness, if it is on public business 
what is the nature of the said 
business, if it is on private 
business is he drawing the 
salary of his Department; 
if his Private Secretary, Mr. 
Clouter; left here recently to 
join him in New York, if so has 
Mr. Clouter joined him to do 
public business or private busi
ness, in the former case what is 

the nature of such business, in 
the latter case is Mr. Clouter~~ 
salary being paid and will his 
travelling expenses be paid; 

(11) is it correct that Mr. Coaker is 
interviewing financiers in the 
United States in connection 
with the Humber River project, 
if so is he repres·enting the 
Government in such capacity 

• and if so to lay on the table of 
the House a copy of the instruc-~ 

tions to him in .that connection; 
(i) is it correct that Mr. ·Collishaw 

is accompanying Mr. Coaker in 
this capacity and if so has Mr. 
Collishaw any authority front 
the Government, and if so to 
lay on the table of the House 
copy of . the same, and what pay .., 1 

ment, if any, is to be made to 
Mr. Coaker and Mr. Collisha\V 
for such services. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-The 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in-

• 
dicated at the last session his intention 
to resign but he did not formally do 
so. 

I have no knowledge as to whether 
or not the Minister has been at his 
office since last August but I can no 
doubt obtain the information. 

It is correct that Mr. Coaker has 
been absent from the City during the 
greater part of the period mentioned, 

It is also correct that Mr. Coaker 
after a brief visit to St. John's at Ne\\,, 
Year returned to Port Union, remain
ing there for several weeks before 
coming back here to take his departure 
for New York. 

If Mr. Coaker sent a . message to 
anyone to be shown me, I have no 
knowledge of it. No message was 
shown to me by any person from Mr. 
Coaker or anyone along the lines in
dicated in this question. . 

Mr. Coaker's present · trip abroad is 
on his private business. 

I understand Mr. Clouter left here 
with the intention of accompanying 
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Mr. Coaker to Brazil but the latter has 
now abandoned his contemplated visit 
to the country and has gone to the 
West Indies. 

As to whether or not Mr. Coaker is 
interviewing financiers in the Uni t:.!d 
States in connection with the Hu1nber 
River project the Government has no 
knowledge. He has no authority from 
the Government to conduct such inter- , 

• views. 
Mr. Collishaw whose name has been 

made famous in the literature of this 
House is not representing the Gover11-
ment in any capacity. He did not ac-

• 
company Mr. Coaker from here, or at 
least, he left here on the same stean1e: 
with him. 

10 SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister to lay on the table 
of the House statement showing the 
number of depositors and the total 
amount of the deposits in the New
foundland Savings Bank up to the 31st 
of De.cember,"" 1921, and the same at 
the end of , 1920, 1919, 1918, and 1917. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER :-The 
total number of depositors in the Nfld. 
Government Savings Bank up to 31st 
December, 1921, was 5007 and the 
total amount of deposits was $2, 172,-
000. In 1920 the number of deposit
ors was 5452 and the deposits $2,389~-.-
000. In 1919 the number of depositors 
was 5978 and the deposits totalled $2,-
507,000. In 1918 there were 5913 de
positors and the deposits amounted to 
$2,215,000. In 1917 the number of 
depositors was 6291 and the deposits 
$2,494,000. 

11-SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Minister of Public Works to la)-' 
on the table of the House a statement 
showing the cost of what is known as 
the Badger Road, showing the amount 
paid for the land, if any; the amount 
paid for labor, for lumber, and other 
material; the number of men employ
ed, and the period for which they 
were employed; if the names of any , 
dead men were included, and if so how 

many, and the length of th.e road and 
cost per mile; · and to lay on the table 
all correspondence, papers, etc., in the 
possession of his Department in con
nection with the same. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
-The answer is in course of prepara
tion. 

12-SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Minister of· Public Works what 
was the cos.t of the road in the West 
End popularly known as the ''Road de 
Luxe'' and to table a detailed state
ment of the expenditure on the same, 
showing the amount paid 

(a) for the land; 
(b) for labor, . 
( c) for lumber and . incidentals, an<l 
( d) for inspection. 

What was the length of the said road 
and its breatp; what is the ordinary 
cost of buildin1g roads of the samP, 
character per mile, and what was tha:. 
total ·cost of this road; how many men 
were supposed to be employed on the 
road and for what period; if it is cor
rect that the names of 170 dead peo
ple were included in the pay rolls ancI 
to give the names of the said dead 
men; and to lay on the table of the 
House a copy of all correspondence in 
his · Department in connection with tht: 
said road; also of the testimony taken 
in the inquiry instituted by the "\udit
or-General into the matter, and .the 
testimony taken in the inquiry in the 
Municipal Council; and the evidence 
taken in the proceedings before the 
Ma.gistrate recently, and any other 
documents in his possession in con- . 
nection with the said road. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
-The answer is irt course of prepara- · 
ti on. · 

. 13 SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Minister of Education if it is cor
rect that he visited Harbor Grace re
cently and offered a number of men in 
that vicinity work at Bell Island at the , 
rate . of $8.40 a week; if a great num
ber of these men recently left the 
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Island complaining that they were on
ly able to make about six dollars a 
week; what steps is he . taking to se
cure a larger amount for these people, 
and what is his own weekly salary. 

14 SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister · to lay on the table 
copy o·f. the report of Mr. Morgan on 
the Railway and also copies ·of any 
correspondence with the Reid New
foundland ~ompany, or any members 

· of the Company, in reference to any 
negotiations which the Government, or 

' 
any committee of the Government, or 
any Member of the Executive on be-

. half of the Governm.ent, has been con
ducting with the Reid Company with a 
view to a transf e·r by the Company of 
the Railroad, or any other plans which 
the Government may have with refer
ence to the future of the Railway_ sys
tem. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-A re
port was made by Mr. Morgan to the 
Reid Nfld. Co. under date Jan. 20th, 
a copy of which was furnished me by 
the Reid Co. This copy I now table. 
There was no corres.pondence with the 
Reid Nfld. Coy. or any member of the 
Company by the Government or an;T 
committee of the Government or any 
member of the Executive on behalf of 
the Government with regard to the 
matter mentioned. · 

SIR .M. P. CASHIN:-Was there no 
report to the Government? 

HON. PRIME MINISTER :-No~ 
.Mr. · Morgan was an employee of the 
Reid N fld. Co. and made his report as 
such. 

15 SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister to lay on the table 
a statement of the receipts .and expen
diture of the Railroad system for the 
eight months of the fiscal year from 
Jilly 1st to February 28th, and an esti
mate of the receipts and expenditure 
for the four months from March 1st 
to J upe 20th of this year, and a state
ment of the amount · paid out of the 

Public Treasu11r towards / the · mainten
ance and operation of the Railroad for 
the eight months , up to February 28th , 
and an estimate of the amount that 
will be required for the four months 

· from March l st to June 30th; also a 
statement showing the amount paid 
for improving the roadbed of the Rail

. road at Topsail, Kelligrews and other 
points along the line since July 1st, 

' ' 1921. / 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-Tabled 
the information. 

16 . MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. 
the Minister of Public Works for a 
statement showing the total expendi- · 
ture through his Department since 
March 1921 to date, either as ordinary 
expenditure on roads and bridges, etc., 
or as special extraordinary expendi
ture for relief works or otherwise. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
-The answer is being prepared. 

17-MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister in the absence of 

, the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
( t) the total amounts expended 

I 

through that Department since Marc.h 
1921 to date either on ordinary 
marine works or for' special expendi
ture on relief works. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-Tabled 
the information. 

Mr. Hibbs, on behalf of the Select 
Committee, appointed to draft a repl~{ 

to His Excellency's Speech, presented 
the Report of the Select Committee as 
follows: 

• 

To His Excellency Sir Charles Alex
ander Harris, JS:.C.M.G., C.B., 
C.V.O., Governo.r and Commander 
in Chief in and over the Island of 
Newfoundland and its Depend en-

• c1es. 

May it Please Your Excellency: 
We, the CommQns of Newfoundland 

in· Legislative Session assembled, beg 
to thank Your Excellency for the 
Gracious Speech which Your Excel-
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lency has addressed to both Houses of 
the Legislature. 

(Sgd.) JOHN F. CHEESEMAN, 
A. BARNES, 
E. F. SINNOTT. 

Assembly Room, March 20th, 1922. 
SIR M. P. C_t\SHIN :--Mr. Speaker, be

fore the adoption of . the Report of the 
Select Committee appointed to draft 
an Address in Reply to the Spee.ch 
from the Throne, I would like, with 
your permission, sir, to make one or 
two remarks on this valuable docu
ment. I notice, whether you do or not, 
that this speech has not be(?n got up 
in the ordinary manner. , It would 
seem to be a mourning speech, if one 
were to judge by the black margin that 
surrounds it. I do · not blame the 
Prime Minister for doing this purpose
ly• although one might conclude that 
he realizes that the end is at hand. I 
am sorry to see that the mover of the 
Address in Reply is not present this 
afternoon. No doubt the effort of try
ing to make a creditable speech proved 
too much for him. In the first para
graph of the speech we find the fol
lowing: ''I regret that owing to tl1e 
severity of the weather interfering 
with the journeys of the members, and 
other unforseen circumstances, it was 
not possible to call you together at ~s 
early a date as was hoped.',' 

I am sure, sir, that Capt. Jones rnust 
be amused . at that statement bec~tuse 
he has been beating the streets of the 
city all winter. The Prime Minister~ 

however, evidently did not know t :..it 

he was here because he tells the 
country that he was unable to get 
here. I think that Capt. Jones was on 
the S.S. Prospero when she was jam
med in the ice-I was going to say the 
illf ated Pros~pero. He was hardy 
enough to walk to 14nd over the ice, 
and yet the Prime Minister · hands out 
this nonsense about the alleged in
ability Qf members to make the jour
ney in winter. It · is public property 

, that the Coaker wing of the Govern-

.ment was called to town early in J anu
ary and after a few days sent back. 
again. The Premier now tells tl1e 
collntry that the House could not open 
because the Northern members were 
unable to get in here, but the countr}' 
knows well tpat the reason why the 
House did not open was because you 
were at sixes and seve,ns in the Go,v
ernm;ent and that the Coaker par~:y 

was not prepared to come in till yot~ 

had agreed to put the Humber Deal 
through, and on account of that you 
drove their leader out of the country. 
Does the Government know · that the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries wa.:; 
not in his office for fully six months ·.~ 

Was that because of the snow? Did 
he draw his s~lary for that time? Per
haps you will answer that question. 
In the face of those disagreeable do .. 
ings you give us trash. I will ask Air. 
Jennings whether or not the Minister 
of Fisheries drew his salary? Mr. 
Jennings is an honest man, or at least 
he was till he became defiled. The.re 
is no doubt that he is defiled. Picture 
him in ·the Road-cte-Luxe scandal and 
all the other scandals connected w~th 
his Department; nevertheless· he will 

' 

tell you in spite of all this that the 
whole proceedittg of exposure on the 
part of the Opposition is merely a 
piece of fiction and an attempt to 
hoodwink the House and the country. 
Maybe it is not good judgment to draw 
attention to this matter at all for it is 
too well known that the Northern 
members were brought in here and 
turned home again because their lead
er · could not come to an agreement on 
the Humber Proposition, the ref ore he 
left the country, perhaps for his coun
try's good. 

The paragraph ref erring to the 
• 

passing of one of the Members of the 
House of Assembly since we last met 
was dealt with o~ opening day and the 
country joins with .. you in thes~ ex• 
pressions of regret. 

The next paragraph deals with the 

, 
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question of unemployment and reads: 
''The question of unemployment he.ts 
engaged the close attention of my 
Ministers. Our experience has been 
similar to that of other lands, tJ1ough 
perhaps not to so great a· degree. ..b..t 
the time of the closing of the last ses
sion, delicate negotiations were 1)eing 
conducted in regard to special works 
to meet unemployment, and discus
sion of the matter at that 1non1ent 
. . 
might have . prejudiced the situatio11. 
In St. John's a Committee of· public 
spirited citizens was formed in an en
deavour to cope with local condi~ions, 
but it has required the co-operatio11 of 
my Ministers to ensure any succ~ss in 
allaying distress, and very real d:ffi
culties, both personal and economic, 
have presented themselves. The pre
sent position ·of the matter, as well as 
the whole programme, past and future, 
will now be laid before the Le.gis
lature.'' 

Now what is the story of that? Did 
not this House adjourn in August with 
the understanding that it was to meet 
in December to consider the outlay of 
' 
pttblic monies necessary to car·ry on 
the country. The House met on De
cember 12th and closed the same af :
ternoon. That, however, was not 
sprung on us because we had already 
read in the report of the F.P.U. Con
vention held on 2nd of Dec. that the 
House would prorogue immedia~ely af
ter it met. The . Leader of the F.P.U. 
gave it out ten days ahead. Wherhe.r 
it was an Executive secret or not I 
don't know. There was no considera
tion for the unemployed, no considera
tion for the decencies of the House of 
Assembly, and no consideration for 
the Governor displayed by · the Gov
ernment. The - House opened on · De-

. . . . . . 
cember 12th last and while the Prime 
Minister was on his feet delivering his 
so-called speech~ three knocks· came at 
the door and he· assumed a well-feign
ed expression of surprise and alarm. 
We : were calied· to the . tJ j)pe·r H·ouse 

where I protested on behalf of the Op
position. The Governor, to all appear
ances, felt very uncomfortable that 
afternoon. At first he halted, but after 
taking his second wind he evident!'? 
decided to take his advice from · th~ 
Minister of Justice. His Excellency 
did not know whether he had the right 
to send . us back here or not, so he sent 
his Secretary to consult the Minister 
of Justice who advised the Gover11or 
to carry out the instructions he 11ad 
originally received and close the 
House. He had, as I have already 
stated, a prerogative, but apparently 
did not know it, and so he carried out 
the instructions given him to close the 

· House and we were turned out ai
though the Governor should know that 
he was doing wrong at the time. A 
few days later in the face of this the 
Governor asked the citizens to meet 
to consider the question of employ
ment in the city and the Governor sent 
out invitations to Members on this 
side of the House and to others to 
meet at Government House to discuss 
the situation, intimating at the same 
time that the matter had been receiv
ing his attention for three or f·our 
months as to giving labor to the un· 

/ 

employed in the city and outports in-
cludin·g Badger Road and various 
other places where money had bee11 
spent without Legislative authority. 

Government House, 
St. J ohn''s, ·Nfld., 
21st December, 1921. 

Dear Sir, 
I am directed by His Excellency the 

Governor to inform you that .he has 
for some months had in mind · the im
portance of organizing all parties i11-
terested in a combined effort to deal 
with cases of unemployment ·in St. 
J·ohn's districts during the Winter 
which is now upon ·us. 

After · repeated conference . with his 
Ministers .. and · with , others His Excel
lency is now 'in ·a · position · to call a 
conference of -all those who are likel)1 

I 

'I 

, 
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to be interested, with a view to the 
appointment of a committee which 
should deal specifically with this in1-
portant matter. 

I am therefore to enquire whether 
you could make it convenient t·o ~t

tend such a conference at Govern1nent 
House on Tuesday, the 27th inbt., at 
3.30 p.m., with a view to a full discus
sion of the matter. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. HAMILTON, 

Captain 
Private Secretary. 

The whole question of unemplo)'~ 

ment should have been discussed in 
' 

this Chamber and the Prime Minister 
knew that this condition of affairs as 
regards unemployment existed when 
on December 12th he closed the I-:1 ouse 
and arranged with the Governor to 
have relief work given out and p~11d 

for on Executive responsibility. You, 
Mr. Prime Minister, have not a v'Jte 
from this House, sir, for any •Jf tlie 
money so spent. The interpretati•1n 
of the whole transaction is that ;ou 
dodged the issue and you were not 
manly enough to come here a~ yo11 
should have done, and lay the matter 
before the representatives of the peo
ple, but you went down, sir, to the 
Bank of Montreal from your Executive 
and drew again without legislative au
thority the money to pay for that work. 
We do not know yet what you have 
spent, but we do know that the Gov
ernment have wasted the twelve mil
lions of dollars raised by loan, besides 
the Surplus of four milli.ons left by 
the Government, within the past two 
years. You have not outlined to this 
House what you have done with that 
money, and in the face of these facts, 
you come in here with a Speech from 
the Throne such as this and have the 
effrontery to hand it to His Excellency 
the Governor to read to the people of 
the country. Do you know, Mr. 
Premier, that this is the most false 
and insincere of speeches ever deliv-

ered within the precincts of this 
House. I understand that the mover 
and seconder of the motion to draft 
an Address in Reply a few days ago 
congratulated the Government on ha11-

ing a Surplus for the fiscal year 
1920-21. As the mover is not here, 
may I ask Mr. Cheeseman, the second
er, if I understand him correctly, and 
was he in earnest when he congratu
lated the country on having a Surplus. 
Mr. Cheeseman nods his head in as-. . 

sent. Evidently this paragraph in the 
Speech from the Throne is a frame
up on the part of the Prime Minister. 
Mr. Cheeseman cannot give any ex
planation about it _and this is not to 
be wondered at because the Prime 
M.inister did not tell him nor one of 
his followers what it was all about. l 
cannot blame the Minister of Finance 
because he was afflicted by sickness 
and was not in a position to follow 
matters. Here is the statement writ
ten by the -Prime Minister to convey 
the impression that the Government 
had a Surplus on the year ending 
June 30, 1921: 

''The statement of Expenditure and 
of Revenue for the last fiscal year will 
be laid before you in due course .. 
From these it will be seen that the ex
penditure is within the amount esti
mated. The Revenue slightly exceed
ed the estimate and it was possible in , 
closin1g the accounts to leave a bal
ance to the credit of the Surplus Trust 
Account larger than the amount set 
forth in the Budget Speech last year. 
The estimates for the several depart
ments of the public service have been 
prepared and will be laid before yo11. 
They h·ave been given much thought 
by my Ministers under the extraordin
ary circumstances which at present 
obtain great care is necessary in or
der that while due economy is exer
cised, the public service shall not suf
fer. The whole question of Finance I 
commend to your favorable considera
tion.'' 

' 

• 
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This paragraph was very judicious
ly framed to deceive the peol'le of 
Newfoundland. The true facts , how
ever, are disclosed ·under the Prime 
Minister's own signature, because in 
his Budget Speech of · 1921 he said: 
''I estimate that the total Revenue 

' from all sources to the 30th of June 
next will be $8,244, 104.'' Then, he 
goes on to give the detai ls of the 
sources from which he received this 
Revenue. The true statement is that 
his revenue was nearly three millions 
s hort of h.is expenditure. The Prime 
Minister fi rst collected $8,244, 104, and 
then he took three millions from the 
Surplus Trust Fund-money that was 
left in trust by the late Government 
as a nest-egg, and then he writes and 
hands clown this crooked Speech fron1 
the Throne expecting the public to re
ce ive it as an honest presentation of 
the financial position of the Colony. 
I will tell you, Mr. Speaker, how this 
tr ick was performed. He spent that 
th ree million . dollars during the year 
~. nd took an equivalent sum out of the 
Loan that he raised and placed ·to the 
current revenue of the Colony. If 
there is anythin1g in financial trickery 
more dishonest than that, well then, 1 

si r , I have never heard of it. In the 
face of this patent dishonesty, we liave 
two members of the Government pro- · 
posing and seconding a motion for an 
A.ddress in Reply congratulating the 
Government on having a Surplus of 
eighty or . ninety thot1sand dollars. · 
\Vhy, sir, neither of these gentlemen 
knew any more about the matter than 
the Man in the Moon. The Expend i
ture of the Government for last year 
was $1 t ,300,000 and the Revenue was 
$·8244, t 04.18. They Simply took the 
th ree millions from the Surplus Trust 
p·un'd in order to square their account, 
hoping to befool the public into the 
belief that they had a genuine Sur
p ~ us. What a lovely exhibition! No 

v·on,der the member for Fogo, the 
•~over, is laid off with. a bad cold, 

· when he found out that this was go .. 
ing to be sprung on him this after-· 
noon. As for the hon. member for 
Burin, Mr. Cheeseman, he left this 
House last session under circum ... 
stances that are best known to him
self. It is a well known fact that he 
was not prepared to vote for the rail
way loan last year and still he came 
here the other day and seconded the 
motion for an Address which endorsec.f 
what he repudiated last yeaf. The 
worst f e.ature of the whole proceed
ing, to my mind~ is that the Governor, 
who is supposed to be our safety 
valve, must have known that the state~· 

ment in the Speech from the Thron ~ 
in reference to a Surplus· was juggled 
wi th. If he did not he must be im-· 
paled on the other horn of the dilem
ma, if we say that he as Governor of 
the Dominion did not know any better· 
and allowed his wily Ministers to 
make him the sponsor of such a glar
ing untruth. The Prime Minister says· 
that ''the statements of expenditure 
and revenue for the last fiscal year 
will be laid before you in due course.';. 
I ask you to imagine the Governor in 
all his glory, dignity and panoply of 
office ascending the Throne and read
ing that statement to the people of the 
country. What explanation, Mr. 
Speaker, I ask is that for all this?' 
Can the mover and seconder, the · hon .. 
members for Fogo and Burin give any 
explanation? They are blind instru-· 
ments of the wily master and we may 
forgive them if they do not know that 
the paragraph quoted was judiciously· 
and carefully framed to deceive the 
people of Newfoundland. It is the 
same old story over again. What r 
want to know now from the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Speaker, is whether we 
are going to have any explanation for 
this anomalous state of affairs? To 
seek for this information is the bound
en duty of every honest minded man 
in this House. It is a duty we owe t<> 
the people of the country wh·o sent us. 

I 

• 
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here and that we should demand and 
• 

explanation from His Excellency the 
Governor if such be not forthcoming 
from the Government. It would be in
teresting to know in this connection, 
Mr. Speaker, whether the same kind of 
false and misleading information was 
given by the Prime Minister to the 
financial agents who came here ne
gotiating the Loan. Last year, sir, 
you will remember we asked the Go\1 -

ernment for a statement as to how the 
loan was negotiated and the details of 
the terms. We were not vouchsafed 
that information, but we found out 
since that the Loan was secured or1 
our financial state·ment of the year 
1919,-the work of the late Govern-
ment and not on their own. 

I do not blame the Minister 0f 
Finance or the Go,rernor so much in 
this, but I do blame the wily Prime 

4'"'-

Minister for all his trickery and mis-
representation. 

Here, Mr. Speaker, is another 
ominous paragraph from the Speech 
from the Throne which shows that we 
are drifting on the · breake-rs faster 
than many believed possible. 

''For the purpose of financing cer
tain public operations, including par
ticularly marine works, road construc
tion and improvements, the cutting nf 
pulpwood and pit props and certain 
railway improvements and special ex
penditures, it will be necessary for a 
loan to be procured on the credit of 
the Colony. A Bill to this effect will 
consequently be submitted to you dur
ing the early stage of the present ses
sion.'' 

With regard to that paragraph, I 
might say, . Mr. Speaker, that last year 
for two solid months I was endeavor
ing to help the Government to sell 
those pit props and the pulp wood. I 
warned the Government last year to 
sell but they refused. 

Now the price is on the down grade 
as everyone knows .and still the Go\1-

ernment is flinging. out money. right 

. 

and left while their pit props and pulp 
wood that cost so much money are 
lying on the banks to rot or be burned 
as firewood. It is quite evident, Mr. 
Speaker, judging from the reckless 
and criminal expenditure of the peo
ple's money that t.he Government ha3 
no thought of the future beyond their 
own personal enrichment. The proof 
of this is best shown in the fact that 
in two years they have increased the 
public debt of the Colony by over 
twe ~ve millions of dollars through 
Loans, and besides have spent on the 
back of this four millions which we of 
the late Government deposited in the 
Surplus Trust Fund. Think of it! 
Sixteen millions in two years with a 
population of 250,000 people. But, 
Mr. Speaker, that is not all the story, 
because the gentleman in charge of 
that vast expenditure is the Minister 
of Agriculture and Mines, who does 
not even occupy a seat in this House. 
He is a Member of the Legislative 
Council merely, was never elected by 
the people and is responsible to no 
constituency. He may spend the whole 
Revenue and there is not one voter i11 
Ne\vfoundland who can say to him 
''Why did you waste our money?'' 

Two years ago, Mr. Speaker, we 
were promised a reformed Railway 
policy by this Government such as the 
world never saw before in point of 
efficiency and economy. All former 
mistakes were going to be rectified 
and the Reids were going to be put in 
their proper places. The people were 
told from the platforms and through 
the press that the eids were going 
to be kept up to their contract. In this 
connection, Mr. Speaker, I should like 
to read a paragraph dealing with the 
railway and at the same time to re.:. 
mind the House that it is the third 
such paragraph I have seen in 
Speeches from the Throne since the 
present Government assumed control 
of affairs. 

''The contract between the Govern-
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ment and the Reid Newfoundland 
I 

Company for the ·operation of the 
Railway has received close attentio11 
at the hands of my Ministers. In the 
speech which I ~ddressed to you near
ly three ).rears ago, I referred to the 
pressing impo~tance of this question . 

. As the Legislafure is aware it W3;S ne
cessary in July 1920 to appoint a Rail
way Commission representative of the 
Government and the Reid Newfound
land Co. This Commission provided 
certain new engines and rolling stock 
and put the Railway bed in good or
der. The major portion of this loss 
was borne by the Govern~ent. · At the 
session of the Legislature last year an 

/ . 
iAct was passed providing for tem-
porary operation of the Railway under 
which certain losses were to be borne 
by the Government and the charge on 
public finance was again serious. For 
some time negotiations ·have been in 
progress with the object of establish
ing a definite and permanent basis for 
the operation of the Railway. At this 
moment these negotiations are still 
proceeding b11t it is hoped that before 
the end of the session it may be pos
sible to submit proposals that will be 
satisfactory.'' 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is what I 
call sailing close to the wind. It is a 
conglomoration of verbiage that says 
n·othing of a definite character and one 
may get as much satisfactory inf or
mation by readin.g the clause back
wards as one would get by reading it 
forwards. The Government, if you re
member, Mr. Spe.aker, promised t(J 
''put the Reids in their places'' last 
year and the year before, but the;; 
have not done so yet, at least In the 
sense that the public of Newfoundland 
we.re led to believe. If the Prime Min-• 

i~ter meant a comfortable plac-e de
void of Railway responsibility and 
with the burden shifted off their 

outders on to the people of the 
country, already overtaxed, then the 

r 
P·rtme Minister and his Government 

have certainly succeeded. The fact of 
the matter is, Mr. Speaker, · that the 
Government does not . know where they 
stand to-day in this important matter., 
Whatever may be the uncer.tainty on 
this point, there is, sir, one thing ab ... 
solutely certain, ~ and that is they are 
plunging into debt day after day and 
piling an unbearable load of taxation 
on the shoulders of the people of this 
country week after week and month 
after month, ~hrough the operation of 
the Railway. Beyond this knowledge 
and· the fact that a man named Mor
gan is here in charge, the country 
knows nothing about the matter or 
what they intend to do in future. Over 
a year a'go, Sir George Burry cam~ 
here to make a report on the Railway. 
He remained here a fortnight, was 
paid ten thousand dollars, and then. 
packed his grip and went his ,way. He 
was brought here simply to cover the 

i 

tracks of the Government ' and stave 
off enquiry and criticism while the 
House was in session. Mr. Morgan, 
who is here this year is supposed to 
act as 3: safety valve. He is kept here 
by the Prime Minister to · watch the 
Reids ,- but you will notice, Mr. Speak
er, that his report is not tabled yet al
though the result of his work is well 
known to-day and may be summed up 
in those few words., ''he has accom
plished nothin.g.'' Mr. Morgan, too 5 I 
have no doubt, will shortly draw a fat 
cheque and will ''fold his tent like. the 
Arabs and silently steal away'' and 
there will be no Railway policy 
brought down. The position you are 
in to-day is that you do not know 
what to do with the Railway. Mean
time you .go on getting loans of mil
lions of dollars year after year with
out .the slightest regard for economy 
or ~he impending fate of this unfor
tunate country. 

I would like now to make reference 
to the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries as a case itt point. I shall 
not, sir,. be able to go into the details 

, 
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this afternoon but would like to dra\v 
a contrast between the present and 
the past administration of that De .. 
partment. When Mr. Piccott was chief 
of that office in the Morris Govern
ment he was always on the job. When 
he went to the country in 1919 he was 
vilified and held up to ridicule . by the 
very man who is head of that Depart
ment to-day-the gentleman who is 
supposed to be there but who is never 
there. He, (Mr. Coaker) before he 
was returned to power, was going, ac
cording to his own words, to remodel 
e \rerything in the Fisheries office . 
What has been done? Why, sir, the 
conduct of the Marine and Fisheries 
Department is at present one of the 
worst scandals in the history of the 
civil service. It is a well known fact, 
sir, that the Min~ster has not entered 
that office since this House· closed last 
year. Mr. Coaker went to Port Union 
and remained tllere all the season, 
leaving the grants voted last session 
in the Legislature to be given out by 
understrappers in the Department. I 
defy the Prime Minister to say who is 
now responsible to this House and to 
this country for the business of tha.t 
Department in the absence of Mr. 

• 
Coaker, and I now make the statement 
without fear of contradiction that 
there is no Minister legally respon
sible to take charge of the expenditure 

' 
of public monies made by that De-
partment for wharves and other pub
lic works. around the Island. 

How Ion1g, Mr. Speaker, is this state 
of affairs going to continue? Is there 
no spirit of independence amongst the 
Members of the ' Government? Is 
there no one with any interest in his 
native land? It is quite evident, sir, 
that there is no one on the Govern
ment side of the House who knows 
anything about the expenditures of 
the Colony. I make, sir, an appeal to 
the hon. member for Burin. Now, M!". 
Cheeseman, you have declared your
self to be imbued with a spirit of in-

dependence and I ask do you think in 
your conscience that you as a repre
sentative of the people ~re justified in 
continuing to remain on that side of 
the House, and be a party to the 
handing out of thousands of dollars of 
the country's money from a Depart
ment where there is no Minister in 
charge? The Department of fish- . 
eries, Mr. Speaker, has become a mere 
side issue for Coaker's business, the 
F.P.U ., and the various industries witl1 
which he is connected. This, sir, has 
been proved time and again by revela
tions on the floors of this House and 
no one who has watched the progress 
of events the past two years ,,,has an)1 

doubt about it. The name of the De
partment has become a by-word and 
Mr. Coaker is the man who has 
dragged it in the mire. One need only 
review the proceedings of the past two 
years to be convinced of the truth of 
this assertion. Take up his paper, the 
Advocate, any day and read, if you 
stomach to do so, the stuff that he is 
handin,g out to the public. Can any 
Newfoundlander tolerate it and pre
serve his temper? What has happen
ed to his Fish Regulations, re.garding 
which he said I was afraid to say any
thing in the House while he was pre
sent. He is gone now and is not like
ly to come here and show himself 
while the House is in session and put 
up any defence of his Regµlations if 
he has a defence to make. I remind 
you, Mr. Speaker, that when the Hon. 
Mr. Coaker was in this House last 
session, that I made charges against 
him and that he dared not deny them. 
In this connection I would like to take 
the Prime Minister's memory back to 
last year when he was speaking on the 
Fish Regulations in this House. He 
turned round , and said to Mr. Coaker 

I 

''I believe in them.'' Why, then, Mr. 
Speaker; did he take them off if he be
lieved in them, and why did he say to 
his people in his paper afterwards ''the 
Opposition took them off.'' When you. 

• 
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nullified these Regulations, Mr. 
Premier, you had said you believed in 
them. Why, then; I repeat, did· you re
move them and when they were abro
gated why ·did you have the · disl1onesty 

• 
to come out in your paper a short time 
afterwards and blame the Opposition 
for what the Opposition could .not do 
if they tried to · do and . for what you 
yourselves alone were responsible. 
The proof that you took them off with 
entire satisfaction and complaisance is 
contained in the fact that you boosted 
you had made . a good job of it for the 
country and argued in your papers 
that a sum of $380,000 was saved 
through the regulations to the people 
of Newf oundla·nd. Worthless and -
specious arguments were foisted on 
the public every day for a purpose. 
Fish at that time, as is well known, 
was on the down grade and could not 
be stopped from falling lower. Of 
course you would not look upon this 
as the inev_itable working out of the 
law of Supply and Demand, and you, 
the Prime Minister, and Mr. ·Coaker, 
took $400,000 from the Treasury and 
bought fish for the purpose of keeping 
the price up. It is, however, a well 
known fact that you did not give out 
the information to the public that you 
were doing this. No, you did not in
tend that any more than a small sec
tion -0f the fishermen should know, and 
}'OU bought about forty thonsand qt ls. 
from a special few, and Mr. Coaker 
b<>ught seven thousand quintals of his 
O\vn dealers' fish at his own higl1 
pi'ices. I ask, Mr. Speaker, how many 
q uintals of that fish can be accounted 
ftlr to-day. How much was exported 
a11d sold and how much · was stored 
h, )re in St. John's and has not' been 
sc 1ld to the present day,? And how· 
much is there that cannot be account
e(l for? Mr. Coaker paid out some 
$4.00,000 and you gentlemen came in 
ht.~ re and passed a ·Bill of Indemnity 
to protect him. I would also, Mr. 
S1·eaker, like to ask the Hon·. Minister 

of Finance and the Minister of Public 
Works whether they think thi.s con-. . 

duct was justifiable and in accordance 
with political morality, and did they 
know anything at all about this deal. 
All this fish was, as· I said before, 
bought from a few privileged people 
and not half a dozen knew _ ai1ything 
about the secret deal, and all the big 
merchants in the Island who deal in 
fish along Water Street were kept in 
total ignorance of the transaction. 
I-low many .of those same merchant'; 
have since been landed into insolvency 
just as Mr. Coaker himself wottld have 
been insolvent if he had not . a'vailed < f 
the Government bungle and bot.tght 
his own flsh? \\There is that fish 
now? This is yott will admit a -perti
nent question to which the who1e 
country would like to get an answer. 
Is it in cold storage or thrown 011t? 

Where are the returns for it? Not 
one of· the gentlemen on the Govern
ment side of the House is able to give 
us any information on the subject. As -a matter of fact, sir, some of it was 
stored, some of it has rotted, and been 
thrown out, and yet the Prime Minis
ter in the face of these 'facts will ha\'e 
the hardihood in the dying moments 
of the moribund Government to tell 

' 
t1s that he believed in the Fish Regu-
lu.t io11s. Yes, Mr. Speaker, he believed 
·in them and will continue to force 
himself to believe in them _as long as 
Coaker has twelve men in this Hot1se 
to keep his corrupted Government 
from failing to pieces of its O\Vn in
nate political . rottenness. According 
to Mr. Coaker's speech at the F.P.U. 
Convention last December and printed 
in the . Advocate, he is going to bring 

. . 

another proposition before this House, 
namely: ''The Nationalization of Fish'~ 
which .is nothing more than the same 
old hash warmed up again under a 
new name. 

No matter what Mr. , Coaker may 
hold out to the public in that paper of 
his, ·he cannot . keep up the price . of 

• 

, 
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fish. I would like to know whether 
the Hon. Mini ter of Finance knows 
of the disgraceful state of affairs that 
surrounds the Marine and Fisheries. 
Department at the present time. Mr·. 
Hibbs, the hon. member for Fogo, and 
Mr. Cheeseman, the hon. member for 
Burin, speak well of you, Mr. Minister 
of Finance, and eulogize you for the 
Surplus that does not exist except in 
their own fertile ima1ginations and in 
the Speech from the Throne to which 
they have so unctiously moyed the Ad
dress in Reply. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
when I am through with my com-

. \ 

ments perhaps the Prime Minister will 
tell us whdt he intends to do re
garding the Fisheries Department. All 
kinds of rumors of scandals in con .. 
nection with that branch of the public 
service are float, particularly in the 
matter 1 of bea\7er skins, pit props, and 

? . 

lumber cuttin.g . generally. He might 
also tell us about the c·utting of wharf 
material and who is responsible for 
giving out the· Relief Work, and 
whether the Minister of Public Chari
ties is in charge. . You, Mr. Jennings, 
know that your Department is over
ruled, sir, and that you have no say in 
the matter at all in most of the expen
diture. Why, sir, I can get thousands 
of dollars · allocated from your Depart
ment right over your head. Day after 
day, sir, in this shipshod manner 

' 
money belonging to the Public Wor:ks 
Department is go·ing out without your 
signature and without your knowledge, 
and the same is happening in the 
Marine and Fisheries Department 
where there is no one in control at all. 
Now, Mr. Minister of· Public Works, 
you of whom I have asked those ques
tions an:d I want you to . answer them 
in a more satisfactory manner tha11 
you did in the Court the other day 

• 

durin.g the hearing of the Road-de-
Luxe enquiry. I have the evidence as 
to figures right here before me of the 
expenditures that were supposed to be 
under your control, and indeed, sir, 

they are truly astounding. I now ask 
you do you know if monies belonging 

' to the Public Works Department were 
spent for pit props, wharf supplies and , 

timber cutting that should have been 
under your control but were taken 
from you and given to another Depart
ment, the head of which owes no re
sponsibility to the people of this 
country? 

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS-I 
· know . nothing about ~ it. 

. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN-Don't you _ 

think .you should know about it? It 
has been going on all the Winter in 
the manner I have referred to and 
though you say you know nothing 
about it, you now want to arrange an
other Loan to pay for .this unprece
dented extravagance. On - second con-, 

sideration there is nothing in this 
speech outlining for what purpose you 
want this new Loan. Mr. Prime Min
ister, are you going to reduce taxa
tion and keep the promise you made 
to the people of St. Joh n's West? If 
so will you kindly give the House an 
idea of how you propose to do so in 
view of the increase of · the Colony's 
liability by increase in Interest on 
Loans, etc. The people of St. John's 
West are expecting the reduction in-
taxes that you so glibly talked about 
on all the platforms in 1919. How 
many other promiSes did you make, 
sir, in that famous Manifesto that you 
are fulflllin·g to-day? Your followers 

1 on that side of the House, sir, know 
you have failed to keep a single 
promise, but they hold 9n . to you for 
the loaves and fishes that you keep 
feeding them with through Loans. 
But a day of reckoning will come soon, 
sir, for them, as well . as for you, for 
there is not a man on that side of the 
House who is doing justice to his con-

. stituents or to this country. Mr. 
Speaker, in view , of the fearful ex
travagance the past year, I_ would ask 
the Minister of Finance to tell us hon-
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estly whether we have a Surplus :it 

all. / 
HON. M-INISTER OF FINANCE..:_ 

We are too honest and the people 
thought so too in 1919 and have not 
changed since. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-I am al
luding to the alleged Surplus which 
you tried to deceive the people about 
in the Speech from the Throne. Now, 
sir, that I have at last drawn you out 
of your shell, I want you to be good 
enough to explain whether you took 
three million dollars from the Surplus 
Trust Fund or not? I made this en
quiry of the two gentlemen who sup-

. ported the Address in Reply so elo
quently and so far have received no 
information from them. One of them 
is not here to-day, and the other, sir, 
whose business it is, are unable to ex
plain to the House what you did with 
$1,600,000 of Surplus and Loans in 
the past two years, for you have estab
lished a record in extravagance that 
will never a!gain be excelled, in mak
ing away with sixteen million dollars 
in two years and a half besides the 
Current Revenue. The only thing that 
you have to show for it as far as I can 
see, Mr. Speaker, is a bit of a branch 
railway to Argentia and a terminal 
that you cannot be sure of reaching 
more than two-thirds of the year 
round. At the same time you have a 
wharf at Placentia that is dropping 
down which would be of good service 
if you had kept it in repairs1 as a ter
minal when the other part is ice-

• 
blocked, but you are so doomed to ·do 

( 

things crooked and wrong that you 
send the S.S. Argyle to Argentia in
stead -and it takes three ·weeks for her 
to get there, till finally you spend hun
dreds of dollars in dynamite to blow 
her out of the ice. When this pro
gramme to make Argentia was going 
through we were told in glowing 
terms that it was going to be a grand 
thing for the South Coast and that the 
Har~sworth people and the .. A.N~D. 

Co. were going to ship all their paper 
and pulp through Argentia. Now I 
ask Mr. Speaker how far has this ex
pectation been realized and to what 
extent has the Argentia panacea for 
all the ills of the South Coast ma
terialized. The money is gone, thrown 
away, and the people whom we are 
told it would benefit are worse off 
than ever, for they know and yo11 
know, that Argentia was not and never 
will be ~ a good accessible Winter port. 
The contract between the Government 
and the Reid Company~ it is worth 
noting~ is going to come up again for 
consideration. How long more are you 
going to trifle with this subject before 
you make a practical move in this di
rection? The Railway is now sucking 
the lifeblood of the country at the rate 
of two and a half million dollars a .. 
year. ·With otlier public monies used 
to keep . up the price of fish, how long 
will your new Loan last? I say to the 
gentlemen of the Government that 
they do not know how to tackle the 
RaiJwcy q11e·stion. If, a.s is said, it is 
eating up the very substance of the . 
country's earning powers why not 
close it up? In 1911 the Revenue of 
the country .was only three and a half 
millions. To-day your Interest Bill 
alone is nearly three millions. If yo11 
seriously intend to get back to normal, -how do you propose to meet your ex-
penses? It is vain, Mr. Speaker, to 
ask this question, because it is quite 
evident that the Government has no 
intention of trying to save the country 
from financial disaster. All they seem 
to want is to come in here, pass the 
Estimates, raise another Loan, close 
the House and then go forth and en
joy life spending the money. It is as 
regrettable, as it is true, that they 
seem to have no more spirit or sense 
of patriotism than is involved in this 
policy. Mr. Speaker, they evidently 
do not see the seriousness of the situ
ation, otherwise they would surely act 
differentfy. I ask you, sir, if the Pub-
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lie Debt is going to be sixty millions 
this year and we pay the average in
terest of five per cent. Where wi 11 
this country land? I have no doubt 
that the Minister of Finance will come 
in here next year about this time and 
ask for another Loan? Do you thinl~, 
sir, that the fisheries will render that 
event unlikely? I, for one, Mr. Speak
er, do not. That day is gone for ever. 
We are too deep in now:- thanks to this 
Government, to be pulled out by a 
good fishery. Years ago, when fish 
was $6.00 a quintal, we all thought 
that a new sun of prosperity had 
arisen to shine on Newfoundland. We 
believed that we were in a land flow
ing with perpetual milk and hone)' 
and would never see a poor day again. 
But, since then our Public Debt has 
increased from thirty millions to near 
sixty millions topped off by "the record 
of twelve millions by Mr. Squires · in 
the past two years. To be in~ as good 
a position as we were in 1908 we must 
get $12 to $14 for our fish and we 
know we can never get that again ex
cept under some extraordinary cir
cumstances like the Great War. ·Can
ada has more fish yearly _than New
foundland, and France and Norway 
have big yearly surplus catches, and 
they have Government subsidies. We 
have to meet all these competitors 
and in fish buying countries that have 
to pay nearly three times as much, as 
our money, owing to the state of ex
change. . All these factors are facing 
us more threateningly than ever be
fore. The Spaniard's dollar to-day is 
only one-third of our dollar and when 
the Spaniard or the I tali an purchase 
Newfoundland fish for $10 a quintal, 
they have to put $30 to make up the 
equivalent of our money in their own 
coin. So much for the prospect of 
making up a big Revenue from a good 
fishery. Maybe you are hopeful of 
getting a large Revenue from Bell 
Island operations. Unfortunately 
there is no immediate prospect be-

cause through yot1r bungling work has 
closed down over there and in conse
quence destitution is rampant in every 
town and village of Conception Ba}·. 
Just imagine sending a man d·own in 
the Mines to work for $6.40 a week. 
Why did not you, Mr. P~emier, ar
range to give five hundred men a de
cent month's wage and make them sat
isfied and . happy instead of sending 
over to Bell Island 1500 men to be dis-
credited? 

In this matter of telegraphs what ' 
have you done? The answer' is short 
and simple, viz.: lost two hundred 
tho11sand. The question is now are 
you going to amend? You have lost 
nearly a quarter of a 1nillion already 
and rtow you go back and make a con
tract with other people. Why? Poli
tics again. What abo11t Bell Island ~ 

There is no one working there now. , 
We would like to hear from you and · 
your Gov.ernment, Mr. Prime Minis-

• 

ter, as to what is your programme for 
the next six months? You are not 
disturbed apparently by the depression 
and you justify your conscience by 
saying that other countries are suffer
ing in the same way as we are. This 
answer . is not good enough, besides it 
is .not correct, because no country ot1t
side . of Europe is suffering so much · 

. I 

from bad Government and financial 

' 

blundering as Newfoundland i• to-day. 
Last year you spent four million dol
lars taken from the Bank and borrow
ed six millions more aqd spent that 
also. You are not making the slightest 
attempt to administer the affairs of · 
the country honestly. You professed · 
that you were going to introduce a Bill 
to reduce the salaries of the Civil Ser
vants. Did you do so? Assuredly 
not, but borrowed money . and in
creased the expenditure of the Civil 
Service. There is no honesty in your 
professions and no sincerity~ in your 
promises, and while the couritry must, 
by force of circumst.ances tolerate your· · 
rule for a time, the people no -longer 
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have any belief or confidence in ~/O U . 

Is it reasonable to suppose that they 
should have any faith in you when 
you come into power loudly prof es sing 
that you were going to reduce taxation 
and in the face of this you squandere ~i 

sixteen million dollars in less than 
three years. This is your record, be
cause in a few days the six million 
that you are now raising will be all 
gone. It w~ll cost two millions to out
fit the fishermen and two millions 
more to Qperate the Railway, if the 
fishermen have to be supplied by you 
this Spring, you have made the prece_
dent. You have opened the flood gates 
and now you cannot stop i~. The mer
chants say they are unable to supply 
this year. You interfered unwarrant
ably when you prevented them from 
selling their fish as they please when 
you put the Fish Regulations in force 
and ruined them. Now you can inter
fere to your heart's content in giving 
out supplies. ·Give up the notion of 
sending the able,-bodied fishermen in
to the woods, making roads, as you did 
la.st summer which meant a loss of at 
least a hundred thousand quintals of 
fish to the country. Thousands of dol
la.rs were spent in making roads from 
nowhere to nowhere which wi ll have 
g rown over again in a few years. 
Seven-eighths of the people of the 
country do not know where these roads 
are't and they are no use to the coun
try except it may be in the case of a 
few trappers and furriers. Now yott 
sh.ould be more practical and if you 
are bent on spending money, let it be 
spent to some useful purpose. What 
are you going to do about fishery sup
plies and employment the coming sea
::. ~J ll ? Our catch of fish for 1921 is 
nearly all marketed and in all · there 
are about 100,000 quintals left. There 
i& no chance of employment other than 
the fisheries during the next six 
months . What, I ask again, are you 
going to do to meet the serious crisis 
that confronts· the country · this 

Spring? It is quite evident that yo11 
are not inclined to give us any inf or
rriation on the subject, but before the 
Hou,se closes we may compel you to 
do so. 

Reverting, Mr. Speaker, to the tele
graphs , I understand, sir, that the 
Premier will bring down an agreement 
that will do credit to himself and to 
the country and in this way redeem 
some of the countless blunders that 
11°.1."e already been made. Howeve r 
we sh 11ll discus's that later on. Sttffice . 
it to say now that I understand that 
the Prime Minister intends to bring in 
a Bill to arrange this matter with the 
Cable Company. In this connection,, 
Mr. Speaker, I again wish to remind 
the House that the Anglo Company 
has 18 lines and the Commercial only· 
two. I now ask you, Mr. Prime Minis
ter, or the Minister of Finance and 
Customs, , to address this House again 
and tell us how you came to place in 
the Speech from the Throne and in the 
mouth of His Excellency the Governo.r, 
the false statements in reference to 
the Revenue contained therein and to 
hand out the same to the people as jf 
it were the truth? In 1921 you ar
ranged to take two millions of dollars 
from a Surplu's in the Bank and to call 
it a part of the Revenue. .Instead of a 
Surplus, sir, you are really in· debt 
three millions. I should like to hear 
the explanation that you gave to the 
gentlemen who came here to finalize 
the last six million dollar Loan. In 
the face of the facts that I have nar-, 
rated you come ·in here and say yo11 
have a Surplus. Why, I doubt Mr .. 
Finance Minister, whether you will 
have a dollar of the six millions left 
when you have paid all your bills as
suming that you flt the fishermen for 

. the coming season and find relief for 
the unemployed which is quite evident 
you will have to do. Next ·year yott 
will have to come in and raise a 
greater loan if you · can. The Morris 
Government gave all the employment 
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required during their regime, built 
railways and left a large Surplus and 
yo11 have done nothing except built 
the Argentia branch and that is 
a failure. It is closed up to-day, in 
fact all the branch railways are closed 
up because your policy has put a 
blight on all trade and industry. Your 
fishery policy is a f ailttre and the 
father of it, the man who was going t) 
revolutionize the country is in despair. 
Last year he attended this House, but 
had not a word to say in his defence. 
This year he has flown South to avoid 
the pain of. a worse exposure thap. he 
was subjected to last year. His fol
lowers are sitting there amazed. They· 
ha\.-e now only one policy and that is 
a simple one, viz.: to hold on to the 

' -
sweets of office as long as they can and 
to endure all else for the sake of this. 
They are baked anq nothin.g can mo,re 
them now except the information that 
their cheque is waiting them down in 
the Finance Office. 

Those, Mr. Speaker, are plain facts 
that not e\ren those gentlemen will 

I 

deny. Their leader, Hon. Mr. Coaker, 
is gone and wont come back till the 
House is closed. The Spee'ch from the 
Throne, as I said before, contains 
nothing, absolutely nothing, and it is 
quite appropriate that there should be 
a mourning margin around it. Be
fore we close the House we must not 
fail to draw His Excellency's attention 
to it. We must make precedents even 
to a far greater extent when we are 
surrounded by such dumb incapables 
who have not ability enough to tell us 
what we can or can not do. Sir Rob
ert Bond, Sir Edward Morris, and 
other Prime Ministers of the past, 
would be amazed and astounded at 
your actions in this House and at your 
conduct in sacrificing the life of your 
country for personal gains. Men came 
into this House in past times on the 
merits of their character and their 
personal ability. They did not get· in 
by accident and then ~ sit out the . ses-

sion as dummies. I am sorry, Mr. 
Speaker, to be obliged to say such 
things, but, sir, I cannot heJp doing 
so. It is that Speech from the Throne 
that has caused all this. . The Prime 
Minister gave me the material, put it 
in my· mouth so to speak, and you may' 
depend, sir, that I am not going to let 
him off with impunity when he at
tempts to foist such a fa lsehood on 
this House and on the country. He 
probably thought he would hand out 
tl1is speech with the ''Surplus'' decep
tion covered up with glib verbiage and 
get away with it. He probably said to 
himself ''Cashin will not notice it. '' 
But Cashin has been too ·long in the 
game of finance to be caught by a tyro. 

, Squires took a chance and he got 
caught. I would like to be able to 
stand behind the screen to-night and 
hear the Governor and the Prime ·Min
ister talkin1g things over and to hear 
their remarks concerning the Opposi
tion and ''that fellow Cashin'' its lead-: 
er. Yes, you may ·whisper now but 
you cannot get away with it, for those 
are facts and hard facts to digest too. 
The proposer of the Reply to the 
Speech from the Throne_ congratulated 
the Prime Minister on his Surplus. 
'fhe other innocent man cannot give 
any explanation or say anything, , but 
by his silence he simply admit his ig
norance. . Yes, he shottld get up and 
say ''I thought we had a Surplus and . I 
should have known better.'' 

' 

The last paragraph-''! wish that in 
y·our deliberations you will have wis
dom, etc.''-1 agree with that .but think 
in view of the record of this. Govern_
ment the past two years that. the wish 
is hopeless and that the words are put 
there to delude further and deceive 
more deeply a blindfold and innocent 
people. . .. 

MR. BENNETT-Mr. Speaker, I al
ways like to hear Mr. · Cheeseman. I 
like to see him get on his feet, because 
he always has something to .say, and 
says it in an intelligent and parlia-

• 
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mentary manner. He did the best he 
\ 

could with the matter at his disposal. 
The Speech frotn the Throne is tr1e 
most empty and bald speech that I 
have ever read, and those who put that 
speech in the mouth of the Governor 
have very little appreciation of the 
true position of the country. I ha,re 
before me the Speech Fron1 the Throne 
f ) f 1~1s t ~,rea r, and it takes one bacl<: to 
the session, the lon,g, arduous task of 
the Opposition, as we spent the long 
weary weeks here. We were here be
cause we had a duty to perform, a 
duty to the country. In the last da\1s 
of the session the anxiety of those on 
this side of the House was so para
rnount tt1at they induced the Govern
ment to open again the Fall. I hap
pened to be one of that Committee, 
and I think I ma~e the suggestion to 
adjourn-the House until the early Fall. 

• 

I v1as sincere in making that sugges-
tion. The situation was serious, and 
it was freely discussed by the mem
-bers of that Committee. Certain . con-
tentions were made by ·povernment 
rnembers to the effect that fisherme11 
would think that the I-louse was open
ed for the pu.rpose of buying fish. Wt: 
gave our reasons for requiring that 
the House be opened again in the Fall. 
Last year authority was taken by the 
Governor-in-Council sttch as had 
never been taken before. There was 
absolutely no justification for the au
thority it had taken on itself. When 
tfte Legislature opens the Government 
i5 supposed to have a comprehensive 
pi:-ogramme th.at will provide for emer
gencenies.- The policy is supposed to 
be indicated in the Speech from the 
Throne. No policy was indicated ~ n 
the Speech from the Throne last year~ 
and the Government had no policy, 
s.nd we were aware that serious con
ditions would confront the country be
,f ore the Legislature would open in 
re·gular session again. When we knew 
of the large number of men, about 
·5000, wlto were then working on Gov-

ernment relief work, and the fact that 
tl~ese men were then earni.n.g barely 
enough to keep them for the time be
ing and would need further relief 
work,' the Government r~presentatives 

readily acquiesced in the demand 
\\'hich we had made. 

But now no particular person seems 
to be in charge of the Department of 
Public Works. Sir Michael Cashin 
has made the statement this afternoon 
that he could go to -a man who was 
not a member of this House at all and 
get all the money · he wanted ·for the 
repair of roads, and the man who is 
officially in charge of the Department 
ha.s nothing to say about it. And that 
we are told is responsible government. 
That is the Reform Government that 
\\re were promised. 

\Vhen the House opened on Decem-
ber 12th last the Prime Minister got 
up in a rather flippant manner began 
to make a speech, and an expression 
of great surprise came over his face 
when he heard the three knocks on 
the door that announced the Usher of 
the Black Rod which was to summon 
this House to the Upper Chamber. 
That will go down in history as one o·f 
the most outrageous proceedings in 
the annals of responsible Government, 
and the Prime Minister will never 
hear the end of it while I have a 
breath in my body. The Governor was 
p11rsuaded to come down here and 
peremptorily dismiss the House. i 
am convinced that the Governor die! 
not have sufficient knowledge of the 
outrage or else he would not have been 
a party to it. We did not want to stop 
expenditure on relief work; we knew 
that work had to be ·found for many 
people. But the irony of the whole 
thing came after. It was this: Short
ly after this outrage prorogation . Mr. 
Higgins and his colleagues and my-

" self received an invitation to Govern-
ment House to consider the condition 
of destitution. Every one of us ver)· 
properly refused the invitation. We 

-
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called the Governor's attention to the 
improper prorogation of the flous~, 

and stated that ·we would not be ·:J. 

part)" to conducting the business of 
ihe Go·vernment by a comrnittee a! 

Government House. 
' 

I would like to know if there is a 
parallel to ·this conduct of the Govern
me11t in any part of the British E111-· 
pire. A man who would submit t<) 

what has been going on during the 
past two years is not fit to be called a 
Newfoundlander. You talk about ex-. . 
penditure and revenue, and try to crook 
figures to suit your purp·oses. The · 
revenue of the country must neces
sarily fall short owing to the restric
tions in the earning power, but you 
should try to cut down expenses so as 
to make them come within our rev
enue. Hasn't · every man on Water 
Street got to cut down expenses? Are 
they not in many cases dismissing 
some of their employees? Hasn't the . 
ordinary man got to cut down the ex-
penses of his house? But the Gov
ernment instead of decreasing ex
penses increases them. Loans, loans, 
and more loans. Six million dollars 
a few years ago would have been as 
much as our total revenue. Now it 
has become a yearly event. Last year~s 
six millions are gone, and now we are 
going to have another -- six millions. 
But are the people . of the country 
aware of what is happening? The in
terest on last year's six millions is 
$360,000.00. We are called on t9 pa)' 
that evei;y ye~r on last year's loar1 
only. Now we have another loan of 
six millions. Where is this thing go
ing to lead us. There is only one pos
sible result, and that is bankruptcy. 
I say it is not ,good enough with a de
creasing r.evenue. I make the state·
ment now that the earning ·power of 
Newfoundland to-day is not more than 
it was in 19.13. The expenses of that 
year were about 4 million dollars, and 
the expenses of this year are about 11 · 
millions. Is raising loans going to be 

the eternal remedy for our decreasing 
revenue? I have heard the Prime 
Minister say some people are continu
ally knocking _the Country, bttt that is 
merely his way of putting it to suit his 
purposes. Not only some people b11t 
many people are opposed to this wa.nt .. 
on extravagance, and are justly 
criticising it. If the people througho11t 
the Country are awakened they will 
stop this criminal extravagance. 

I heard· the statement the other da)' 
that the debt of Canada was about 7 
Billion dollars. I met a banker and 
he thoUjght that was a · very serio11s 
statement for Canada. ·The statemenr 
was untrue. The debt of Canada is 
only $2,400,000,000, which amounts to 
$300 a head. The debt of Ne\vfount:i·· 
land amounts to only $220 a head. Btit 
there is another side to these figures. 
Over $2,000,000,000 of Canada's debt 
is owed in Canada, and · only about 
$100,000,000 ·is owed outside the Brit-, 

ish Empire. More than 70% of Can-
ada's debt is owed in Can~da, and 
over 95o/o of Newfoundland's debt is 
owed outside of Newfoundland. These 
are facts of extreme importance . . 
That's the difference between Canada 
and Newfoundland as far as the debt 
is concerned. Now you can get the 
correct figures. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
y ou can't blame that on the present 
Government. 

MR. BENNETT~! am only . com
paring the position of the two coun
tries. To what use are you going to 
put this . new money? Will it be used 
to open up new industries-will there 
be any benefit derived from it by the 
people. No reasonable ·man can ob
ject to· the raising of a loan if it is put 
to good use and the development of 
industries, even if the returns he 
small. But it is a dangerous position 
to borrow to pay out on current ac
count and on things that are of n<, 
permanent value. In delivering the 

. _Budget Speech last year in the ab-

• 
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sence of the Hon. Minister of Finance, 
the Hon. Prime Minister estimated the 
total revenue up to the 30th of June 
as $8,244,104.18: He was not far 
a.stray, being only about $200,000 out 
which is fair and reasonable. In his 
estimated expenditure there was a dis
crepancy of about $200,000. He was 
under the revenue and ov~r 

the estimated expenditure. If one 
takes the actual expenditure and the 
actual reventte it will be seen there is 
a deficit of 2Yz millions. That's it ac
cording to the Government's own 
figures. It is true it was taken out of 
the Surplus Trust Account, but the 
actual Balance Sheet will show a de
ficit of 2Yz millions. The Speecl1 
from the Throne says the details of 
expenditure will be laid before us in 
due course and will make a satisf ac
tory showing. That may be quite true 
but _there is no evidence of a surplus 
there. No business man would invest 
his money in a business that - would 
make such a showing. And the ex
traordinary part of it all is that yot1 
are raising another loan of 6 millions. 
I suppose we ought to be thankful that 
we will not starve this year at any 
rate-but what are we going to do 
about next year. The Hon. Prime 
Minister says there is to be no change 
in the Tariff and the ref ore we can only 
expect the same revenue as last year. 
But there is also to be no reduction in 
expenses. I know he cannot do the 
imp0ssible but I think it would have 
been better for the Hon. Prime Minis
ter to have come here and say square-

. ly that the revenue had not met the 
expenditures and that he had to take 
2Yz millions from the Trust Account. 
I would like to refer to a statement 
which · I think appeared in the P-ress 

. 
and I hope the Hon. Minister of Fi-

nance will contradict it if untrue. He 

was asked if he would be a party to 

raising· the loan by any other means 

than by public tender and he' said no'. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE-
It was raised by public tender. 

MR. BENNETT-There was more 
than one financier interested in it. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE-
Yes. 

!v1R. BENNETT-But they are all 
in the one combination. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE--
! would like to explain the matter. Re 
q11ests were sent to some -ts or 1£) 

parties for tenders- and we received 5 
or 6 replies. The Hon. Prime Minis
ter and I discussed the highest tender 
and aksed the tenderers if the~/ were 
ready to give us the loan at that 
figure. They said they wanted imme
diate acceptance. We then asked the 
tenderers of the next figure and a8 -
cepted it. 

MR. BENNETT-I presume these 
tenders were on time limit. How did 
they go back on it. Are the tenders 
in writing. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
We couldn't force them to accept. I 
will furni~h the tenders if you ask for 
them. I will give you the names o·f 
the tenderers, some of which are C. 
W. White & Co., Miller & Co., the 
Dominion Securities Corporation, the 
Royal Securities Corporati,on, and 
Ernest Langtry and others. We als 1J 

asked Lord Morris if we could get i_r1 

touch with some in England and got 
in communication with White, Wells 
& Co., Rawlins & Sons, etc. 

MR. BENNETT-Who were the 
highest? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
We accepted the tender of the Royal 
Securities I think. 

MR. BENNETT-I was going on to 
say that this raising of loans is lead
ing us to disaster and unless some
thing unforeseen happens we will find 
ourselves in the most extraordinary 
position. The people cannot bear any 

· more taxes and each loan means the 
burden is being increased. I r~men1-
ber when .Sir M. P. Cashin raised a 

I 
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loan some 6 or 7 years ago he went 
to Montreal and brought back all the 
tenders and information. After a 
thorough search of the financial mark
ets he came back and discussed the 
matter, not with the Prime Minister 
alone, but with the whole Executive · 
and as a result I think the best pos
sible arrangements were m·ade and 
the loan raised on the most advant
ageous terms. The different para- . 
graphs in the Speech from the Throne 
are of such a nature that this side -of 
the Ho11se will not · take lon'g to ex
press their views in relation thereto. 
I am sure we all join with the Gov
ernment and His Excellency the , Gov
ernor in the good wishes extended the 
Princess Mary and her husband on the 
occasion of her marriage. I hope her 
wedded life will be. as happy as that 
of her illustrious father, His Most 
Gracious Majesty the King, and her 
mother. The removal of the Royal 
Na val Reserve from our midst is a 
most unfortunate thing especially. for 
the young fishermen -who particularly 
wanted it, it was an institution that all 
admired. I ts officers and members 
were always ready to assist anything 
that appertained to the good of the 
country. They took a foremost part 
in sport and everything in connection 
with charity and I hope that some ap
preciation of their worth will be sent 
to the Home authorities along these 
lines. I think nothing ever established 
here won more admiration than the 
Reserve especially when so many of 
our sons .were in it and did such noble 
work during the war. All benefitted 
by the Reserve, particularly the young 
fisl1ermen in their training. The mat
ter of foreign exchange referred to 
here may be not an unmixed blessing. 
As the Hon. Minister says we will 
have to pay higher rates in London 
than last year though we will get 
something back on the more favorable 
American scale. All will be glad to 
see that exchange is · coming back in 

' 

the countries where we market our 
staple product. This was one· of the · 
greatest difficu1ties our merchants had 
to contend with. As regards the tak
ing of the Census I hope tlhe returns 
will be published as soon as possible. 
I mean the general returns-of course . . 
there will be a lot of detail work that 
will nat be ready for a year or so. I 
hope you will publish the general 
fi1gures as the Census is one of the 
most important works. In Canada the 
figures came out adversely. I was 
speaking some time ago to a gentle
man in Nova Scotia and he said he was 
disappointed in the results, due prpb-
ab ly to the war, but I am glad to hear 
that some of our districts are doing 
well and I hope all wi_ll keep up the 
good showing. I hope the Hon. Prime 
Minister will give us all the inf or
mation which should be tabled. The 
main information I trust will be dul1' 
furnished. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-The . 
supervisors have taken up their work 
and we will give out the figures when 
they are reasonably accurate. Those 
appointed are Messrs. Coen, Bulley 
and another · whose name I go not re
member just now. The appointment 
was made on strictly denominational 
lines and as it was done 10 years ago. 

MR. BENNETT-I suppose the 
Hon. Prime Minister had to refer to 
something in the Speech from the 
Throne and I see he mentions the Nor
mal School. Has there been anything 
spent on it yet. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-lt is 
not to be constructed this year and 
there is no estimate of the expenses. 

MR. BENNETT:-Is there a Normal 
School in operation? 

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
-There is one in the Synod Building. 

MR. BENNETT :-Who is training 
there? 

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
-Mr. Whiteway. 

MR. BENNETT:-He was away and 
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is now back 2.nd everything is going 
' . 

full blast I suppose. Is he getting full 
pa~r? 

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
-Certainly. 

MR. BENNETT:-How many • 1n-
structors are there? 
• HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
--He has several going in ther~ ever:l 
week. 

MR. I-IIGGINS :-Is he the sole re
turning survivor of all those who were 
se11t way? What assistants has he 
got? 

HON . • MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
-J\.1isses Sterling and Fraser who give 
three lectures a week on literature, 
Mr. Hutton who gives three a week on 
music, a gentleman who attends to 
physical training and also another 
man. 

MR. HIGGINS :.:._Where are all the 
other supervisors? 

H01'1. MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
-Gone back to ordinary school work. 
They are not employed by the Gov
ernment. 

MR. BENNETT:-I hope when the 
Hon. Minister of Education brings in 
his report he will give us all the in
formation desired.,.--we will be as easy 
on him as we can. As it is now draw
ing near to 6.30 I will not delay the 
House but I wo·uld like to say I have 
heard a statement to the · effect that 
Hon. Mr. Coaker has changed his itin-

• 

erary and is not going to Brazil now. 
HON. PRIME MINISTER:~! think 

he is going to visit one of the non
prohibition districts. 

MR. HIGGINS :---:-And everyone will 
be saying the Government drove him 
to drink. ' 

MR. BENNETT :-Is there any hope 
of him returning. Some say he will 
not. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-He left 
with . the intention of going to Brazil 
but failed to connect with his ·boat. 
Mr. Clouter · is accompanying him · to 
Barbados. 

MR. BENNETT:-So we don't know 
where he will end up. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER :-Before 
leaving he· said he would be three 
months or so but when a man leaves 
f ()r a surtn)r clime his return is very 
indefinite. 

MR. BENNETT :-He will be get
ting a climb one of those days that he 
will not like. However I am gl~d to 
know that he is not lost sight of alto
gether. I would like again to con
gratulate Mr. Cheeseman-I am sorry 
Mr. Hibbs is not here-on the way he 
handled this extraordinary document 
and· join with Sir M. P. Cashin in say
ing it is one of the deadest things of 
the kind ever handled in the House of 
Assembly. 

MR. HIGGINS :-Mr. Speaker, it is 
more of the nature of following a cus
to1n that has invariably been carried 
out that I rise to briefly discuss the 
Speech from the Throne. It is also 

' 

customary, on the motion for adoption 
of the Address in reply to give thought . 
to the Government's policy that is not 
outlined in the Speech. · In the present 
case it is obvious to the hon. gentle
men opposite that there is not suffici
ent interest aroused amongst the· 
members .themselves or the country at 
large for us to thoroughly consider 
the Address. The usual ref er-. . 
ences have been made in the form of 
congratulations to the mover an~ sec
onder of the motion for the Address . in 
Reply. I do sincerely join in these 
congratulations, and think tha( these 
gentlemen did tbe best possible on the 
substance they had before them. I do 
not think that two more reliable per- , 
sons could have been chosen by the 
Prime · Minister for su.ch an undertak-: 
ing, than the members for Fogo and 
Burin. · Botl1 Mr. Hibbs and Mr. 
Cheeseman are · safe quiet men and not 
likely to be swept away by the volume 
of material contained, in the speech it
self. Heartily do I congratulate them 
on their endeavours. Likewise would 

\ 
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I join in the spirit of the regrei1 that 
has been voiced in this House at the 
passing of the late Captain Lewis. His 
death has been a heavy loss to this 

I 

House, to his consti~uents i.n the Dis-
trict of Harbour Main and to the 
Countr)r at large. . By his stirling 
ability, energy and enterprise he 
proved himself a leader amongst men. 
Truly has it been said of him to-day 
that he was a self-made man, and con
sequently he is deserving of ever)' 
praise. Besides displaying such valu
able attributes of his own and exercis
ing them so judiciously, he possessed 
another quality for which he was re
spected an.d marked and that was his . 
complete self-possession which he 
maintained at all times, and no matter 
~ow successful his energies and en
terprizes proved he always retained a 
ballast or level head that marked the 
stren.gth of his character. Therefore, 
because he was a self-made man and 
because he bore a mark of genious in 
all his actions and because he main
tained such a steady character that 
proved the man, do I sincerely join in 
the motion of regret that has been 
passed by this House. I might next 
say that we on this side of the House 
have no cause to differ with the Gov
ernment on their action in sending 
congratulations to Her Royal Highness 
Princess Mary on the happy occasion 
of her marriage, and I am pleased to 
know that for once in the history of 
England we have the unique spectical 
of Royal Blood being mixed with that 
of the common ·heritage of the Realm, 
and let us hope that the effect of such 
a spirit of unity amongst the Royalty 
and commoners of England will not 
be lost upon the public of Great; Brit
ain at large. Now Mr. Speaker, the 
formality of this part of the proceed
ings over,- there are a couple of words 
I wish to address to the House upon 
the Speech from the Throne. In the 
first place I want to agree entirely with 
the note . that was sounded by my hon. 

colleague the member for St~ John's 
West when the House met here th is 
afternoon. The opening speech refers 
to the delay in calling the Assembly 
together. I have said already to vari
ous members of the Government and 
I now repeat it for the purpose, of 
record in this House that the manner 
in which the · Government · and the 
Prime Minister in particular, acted in 
closing the House in December · last 
was most unseemly and · unconstitu
tional. And I do say that the con
du,ct of the Government on that occa-
sion "'as similar to the rest of the 
policy and actions of this· Government 
since it came into power. This· Gov
ernment has certainly displayed a piti-

. . . 
able lack of public duty arid public 

-= 

principle that has never before been 
witnessed in the history of the coun
trv. The Prime Minister or the other .. 

' 
members of the Government could not 

I 

have acted in other or better manner. 
There was nothing clever or brillia,nt
about it, however wonderful · his fol
lowers may have · thought it. Any 
schoolboy or natural born fool co'1ld 
have done what the leader of the Gov
ernment did. It certainly was· nothi'ng. 

~ . 

for the Prime Minister to be proud . of, 
for anyone could have done it, anyone 
who was afraid of his own acts, or t90 ' 
cowardly to have them cr.iticised 
could or would do · that. ·What are the 
facts of the session at the time of-pro
rogation? All business had b~en · put
th rough, and there was no .fear of ·the 
House being held up by the · Oppos'i
tion. If we wanted to we c<l'uld hav~ 
held up the proceedings during.· the 
summer by delaying one vote~ There 
was nothing in purpose for the Ho~~e 
meeting in December, only to review 
tl1e conditions o'f the country as they 
then might be and alleviate ·them · i.f 
possible. And as we predicted the · 
condition of the country so was that 
f orcast confirmed and · after closi'ng · in 
December the Governor invited us to 
attend a conference at Government 
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House, which he told us he had con-
• 

vened after several months considera-
tion of the approaching conditions of 
the country. The Governor knew that 
the House was to meet •again in De
cember so that we could have an op
portunity of discussing such a situa
tion> and instead of that we were · 
brought to Government House to have 
the matter merely tampered with.· I 

~ 

r ese:1 t s11ch co11duct as a. gross brea.ch 
of faith on the part of the Prime Min-
ister, and certainly not playing the 
.game. What object was there in carry
ing on such a pretense. The distinct 
idea. was that we were not going to 
rneet here to discuss details, but to 
confirm certain votes for relief work 
and other employment from the Go·v
ernment, and to see that they were ex
pended in a fitting manner. It w·as 
our bounden duty to assemble here for 

/ 

such a purpose, and then when this 
House did meet we had the farcical 
action of the Government launched 
upon us, when the Usher of the Black 
Rod announced that the Governor was 
going to close the House. He was 
made a cats-paw of, and the Prime 
Minister was responsible. What is the 
sense of our coming here at all if we 
don't recognise that here we have cer
tain privileges and certain powers that 
enable us to give utterances of our 
freedom of . speech as representatives 
of the people. But unfortunately we 
are crossed by a continuance of un
bridalled ignorance and ~ob rule that 
never before was exhibited in this 
Ii ouse, a·nd that is all that we ~an see 
in the actions of the Government (Jf 
Newfoundland to-day_. A government 
that has, by its mad programme of ex
penditure, added fifteen million of 
dollars to the public debt, and 95o/o of 
that money was spent on Executive 
responsibility-squandered on your 
Badger Road and your Road-de-Luxe, 

- ~"our Argentia ·branches and your Reid 
contracts. So far as treating such ex-

penditures as a House 9f Parliament 

has been nothing more than to come 
down here and pass votes, the other 
functions of Parliament have been 
transfereed to the Execultive Govern
ment. And here we have not even got 
a Government Executive, let alone a 
House of Assembly. The Executive 
Council has not met as a whole for the 
past three years, a.nd for three parts 
of the year are scattered to the wide 
ends of the universe. The spectacle 
we have to look upon to-day is that 
three of the principle cabinet members 
are off on trips of pleasure while- this 
House is in session. Hon. George 
Shea in England, Mr. Foote in sunny 
Italy and the Minister of Fisheries on 
a trip to Barbados. You would want 
to send the aeroplane all over the 
\vorld to collect them if you required 
a full executive meeting. And here at 
home we carry on with half a Gov
ernment and the Prime Minister as 
head of every Department. He has 
been head of the. Finance Department, 
Auditor General, Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries and in short he is the 
whole shooting match. If every one is 
away how can the country run along 
itself. I called upon the Minister of 
Public Works, during the Prime Min
ister's absence from the country and 
tried to find out who was in charge of 
the Government, and ihe position actu
ally was that he had to admit that he· 
could not tell me. 

Nobody seems to know anything 
about any particular department in the 
public service, except the Prime Min
ister, who is Minister of all / depart
ments and who has been acting as 
such in this House for the past three 
sessions. But I have made a find in 
the energetic Minister of Agriculture 
and Mines. He certainly is ·the Gov
ernment to-day when the Prime Min
ister is a way and so far as energy is 
concerned is a worthy successor.. But 
looking at the matter seriously, is it 
not a frightful position? Whoever, 
be he Government member or anybody 

l 

• 
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else, wanted anything in the absence 
of the Prime Minister, he had to go to 
the Minister of Agriculture to be look
ed after. By what means Dr. Camp
bell was created the whole show I 
k11ow not; originating how I have no 
idea. But the fact remains that Dr. 
Campbell suddenly became Minister 
of Labor; Minister in charge of special 
delegations and Minister of trains. He 
was the one man who served here . , 

the re and everywhere. He was the 
chief artillery officer in everything 
that came under the purview of the 
• 
Government. Now, I say, Mr. Speak-
e r, it's a consummate disgrace to have 
a man without a seat in this House 
and from whom we have no opportun
ity of getting any information front 
touching affairs. You cannot con
trol expenditure that way. R·eference 
has been made here to the Road-de- · 
Luxe scandal. Look at the knowledge 
that the Minister of Public Worl(s 
showed in that way. And it was only 
what one would expect. The matter 
was taken out of his hands and r11n 
by Dr. Campbell. The whole thing 
has got down to an absolute, farce. 
There is not . the slightest ~ttempt 

made to run departments properly by 
those in charge. There is no one in 
charge of the Marine and Fisheries 
Department to-day. There is no one 
there directly responsible for what is 
going on there. Hence I sa-y that the 
primal cause of all this huge expen
diture and the true explanation of it 
is the absolute hopelessness and in
difference of the running of the de
partmental offices. It seems to be a 
case of let her go boys, we will get 
another loan. If the revenue ·comes 

' 

up to the mark alright, but, if not, 
raise a loan. It is the same position 
with a man who owes a note. He gets 
a11other man to endorse another note 

' 

and by this method is able to pay the 
discount on the first note and . then he 
sticks out his chest and says thank 

. Go'd that's paid. As Sir Michael Cash-

in l1as said, we came here and were 
so ·01-r:n .' y told that the Go,rernment 
were going to raise another loan
raise a loa·n to meet current expendi -
ture and the shorta-ge in the reven11e 
that is what it all amounts to. Every· 
member on the opposite ··side -0f the 
House knows that we cannot afford to 

spend money as we have been spend
ing it, if our people are to get back 
to normal. And if we cannot afford to 
spend any more we cannot afford to 
borro\v any more. The proposer and 
seconder of the motion for the Ad
dress in Reply to the Governor's 

· Speech congratulated the Governrnent 
on getting the loan. Time there was 
in this country when, as one speaker 
remarked; a loan ·of one million was 
an occasion when public -men were 
heralded ·home with brass bands. . I 
rernember such an occasion myself 
when I was a boy. But now we got a 
crowd in the Government who have 
borrowed a!nd spent fifteen millio_ns in, 
two years. For statesmanship the 
situation would be amusing,. but for 
the serious aspect of it. During . the 
course of his peech Mr. Hibbs stated 
there never was a· Government whc) 

-had to bear such responsibilities such 
as this has borne during the past two 
years. Side by side with that state
ment he might have put that there 
never was a Government in the his
tory of this country so totally incap
able and so totally regardless of the 
public funds and of the people of the 
cottntry as this Government. Fifteen 
1nillions of dollars spent in two years 
and not a single thing to show for it 
as an asset. And yet the ·Minister of 

-Education smiles, indicating that the~1 

are all as pleased as punch with them
selves. Fifteen millions added to the 
public debt of this country -since this 
Government took charge and the only 
thing they did for it ·in the way of a 
p~blic improvement ·would be to off er 
an excuse for ·the ex-penditure at tl1e 
Argentia terminus. Now look 'what 
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has happened there. Even the ele
ments have been against it. In the 
first place it has been frozen up all 
the winter. 

We are now fifteen million dolln.rs 
wqrse off than we were two years ago. 
Now what is forecasted for the futu re 
in the Speech from the Throne that \Ve 

are asked to consider. Sir Michaei 
Cashin termed this a docu111ent in 
mourning. Undoubtedly it is a n1ourr? · 
ful docttment and when the printer set 
i t up 'he wisely put the black border 
around it and the only thing tha~ 

would fittingly express the tho11ghts 
of the . common people is to imagine 
that they represent the black coat of 
rms-truly a proper exemplification 

of the crowd that are hanging on to 
the Government, and which crowd b)' 
and by will get from the people noth
ing but the utmost disdain. Why, Mr. 
Speaker, the Prime Minister said him
self that there wa~.- no object in the 
Speech from the Throne outlining all 
the matters that the Government pro
posed to offer. I take. issue with him. 
The accepted princip_le ~nd t.he accept
ed usage or parliaiµentary Government 
· -that the Speech from the Throne is 
supposed to f C?reshadow the entire 
policy of the Government'?. Step. ac.ross 
to Ottawa and find out what happened 
there a few days ago when · thejr Par
liament opened-=-the place where -we· 

' 

al ways held up as a~ example--:-and 
see what Premier King· outline4~ . an~ 
what was f orecasted· there. Then I 

. - • 

got to assume that so far as this ses-
ion of this House 'is concerned noth

i llg is foreshadowed. Some of us 
want to live in this country and sup
port our families·: 'as we' cannot afford 
t take them any.where else. And 
wnat is worrying· me most is what . . -
chance have ·my children of making a 
li' ving' here under the crushing burd~rt 
of taxation .'that is inevitable. ~, The 
time has come when we got ~o cut 
s. ay from this method o~ handlin,g ·, : 
the public funds like machinery.· · Wt! · 

cannot go on like this, and the fl rst 
thing this Government or any other 
Government that is in power, I care 
not who the Government . is, is to cut 
down expenditure. Rip the bowels out 
of it, a vulgar but at the same time an 
expressive remark. The cut in the 
Government must come if we are to 

survive as a people. The responsibil
ity rests on the Government of the 
day and they should neither be af·raid 
or allowed, to shirk that responsibility., 

Take the railway, the thing that has 
been sapping the life's blood out of 
this country. Five million dollars was 
spent on the railway within the past 
two years or one-third of the whole 
expenditure of the Government since 
they assumed power. Naturally the 
railway is one thing that had to be 
touched on in the Speech from the 
Throne and everyone expected some 
reference to it from the Government .. 

' 

Here is the paragraph dealing with the 
railway in the Governor's Speech:-

In the name of all that is good and 
holy was there ever such a case of 
trying to put one across. The Prime 
Minister is chief of many departments 
including the camouflage department, 
but in this instance he has excelled 
himself as an artist for writing a lot 
of words that mean nothing. Indeed 
he has certainly done himself proud 
because if ever there was a case of 
writing a long paragraph of bunkum. 
this is surely a clear case. The rail
,v~y was such a pressing problem 1 

1919 that it won the election for the 
presen~ Go\1ernment and I think the 
Finance Minister came into public life 
to · put the Reids in their places. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
That's wrong. 

MR. HIGGINS:-Were you an anti
Reid man? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:-
• 

Yes. 
•• 

MR.· HIGGINS:-~id_ you use it as 
part ·of ~you·r ·ptatto~1.-n1 to make the 

I 
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Reids keep up to their contractual ob
ligations? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:~ 
Yes. 

MR. HIGGINS :-1 think that this 
' . 

\Vas one of the cases so far as the 
Finance Minister was concerned 
wl1ere the spirit was willing but the 
flesh was weak. But his intentions 
were not like those · of the Prime Min-

~. 

ister who came here and introduced 
. . . 

Railway Resolutions denouncing the 
Reid outfit !oak, stock and barrel. 

· .. 
The Prime Minister and his col-

leagues were going to put the Reids in 
their places · so th.ey P.roclaimed. But 
instead of that what · has actually hap- . 
pened is that the Reids have had .the 
greatest cinch they ever had-if they 

' --· . ~ 

ever had one-since t.he_ ~ssumption to 
office of this Government outfit. Fi:ve 
millions of dollars have been given to 

" 

them to carry . out their obligations and 
that is the way they we.re put in .their - . 
places. Mr.· Coaker wanted his back 

i_ • ~ 

scratched first by the Reids and .. then 
the Reids wanted ~heir backs scratched 
and 'the scratching was done. Now the 
Prime Minister wants -.his back 
scratched by the Reids and ther~ J 

the story tweedle-dum tweedle-dee. Su 
do I say that for the Prime Minister 
to come here, unde.r ~onditions as they. 
are at present in this country, and 
bring down a paragraph like that 
about the railway is an insult to his 
own intelligence. The paragraph , says: 
''The contract has been r~ceiving close 
consideration at the hands of my Min
isters.'' What close attention could it 
be given by Mr. Shea who is in Eng
land; by Mr. Foote who is in Italy and · 
the chief of all, Mr. Coaker., who is in 
Brazil. What close attention could the 
railway be given by the Executive 
Government to-night. What the rail
way policy is going to be I am per
fectly satisfied that the Executive 
Government do not know even yet. I 
hazard that opinion right· now. The 
fact that there has been no close at-

·f• • 

• 

tenion given to a railway .policy at 
all by the Executive Government. 
Tpis idea of letting her . drift along 
would not worry us at all, if it did not 
mean. that we had to pass _out the 
money for the runµing of tije railroad. 
In the first pJace . improperly . and il
legally and without a shado~ of au-
t !1ority from ~ this (Legislature the Gov
er.nment, on Execµtive re.spQnsibility, 

~ . 
made . a _ ~qrrup,t bargain with the Reid - . 
Nfld. C_ompany to operate the ·railway 
with a .. Co~mission in charge, Chair
man ·of which . . was the Hon. Mr. 

• ":.. l. 

Coaker, foi: twelve n;ionths. Ater try-
-ing to run the railway for that period . . . 

Mr. 1 Coaker made a mess of it to the 
tune of two millions of dollars. Then 
Sir George Bury was called in to make 
a report on it~ Although that man did 
not ha.ve time to read the names on the 

)stations along the line of railway ac-
cording to the length of time he was 
in the country, he made a . report which.· 
was tabled and read here. A Bill was -· - _, 

then passed last summer here provid
ing one ap.d a hal.f . million dollars to 
run the railway for :another year and 
by the time that year expires I have 
no doubt but that the Colony will be 
involved another I two millions. Still 
we are told even now that ''it is hoped 
it . may be possible this year to sub
mit proposals that will be satisf ac
tory.'' Let me tell the Government 
that with the possibility of that hope 
linked up with the maybe that you are 
going to have no railway policy to sub
mit this year. What is going to hap: 
pen is that after we are a few weeks 
in session the Prime Minister is go
ing to get up and say that we are o 1 

the eve of another year, the railway 
has got to be kept going and so the 
thing is shoved off again. I must tell 
the Government that you cannot run 
the railway at all and the sooner you 
make up your minds to that the bet-, 

ter. Mr. Morgan says in his report to-
day that we got to make up our minds 
to close up a considerable portion of 

I 

• 
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our railway lines because side by side 
with the branch railway lines we got 
steamers operating in direct competi
tion for traff1c. Mr. Morgan also says 
in his report that we got the steamers 
Prospero and Portia, subsidized by the 
Go,rernment, operating in competition. 
We got branch lines that absolutely 
cannot pay because the traffic is not 
there. We are in the position to-da)' 
that we can no more operate the rail
way as a whole any more than w,e can 
afford to extend it. Well then why let 
the farce go on. Why not do as Mr. 
Morgan says and chop the thing to
day. \1:/hy are the Government wait-

• 

ing for something to turn up in the 
immediate future · and continually 
putting things off. Why not grapple 
\Vitl1 the problem right away. Our 
people are too scattered and the only 
possibility the Government expects trJ 

' 

crop up is an abnormal population and 
I don't think we are likely to have 
that. Seriously, I must emphatically 

• 

say that the handling of the railway 
problem by the Government has been 
disgraceful and ·a pre-eminently 011t- . 

standing example of this policy of let
ting her drift along and , letting her go. 
We had big hopes from reading the 
only official organ of the Government 
now published, from reading it eve11 
up to a few days before the House 
opened, that there would be brought 

• 

in here proposals the result of which 
. might be to improve conditions in con

necti6n with the railway. We had big 
hopes, I say, from reading all these 
resoltttions coming in from whole dis
tricts, that the Humber proposition 
which they so strongly supported 
would be submitted to the House for 
consideration. But where is this pro
position now and where are those 
members who professed so vigorously 
to support it. If they had such faith 
in it why do they not bring it . down. 
Why do riot these members say that 
they are not going to be brow beaten 

. . 
by· the Prime Minister~ He says there 

• 

are no proposals of the kind but that 
statement is like the one in connection 
with the loan. If it is not a lie it is 
palably a deception because the worst 
kind of lie is a suppression of the 
truth. It was true enough that there 
were no Humber proposals at that par
ticular time but there had been such 
proposals and committees had been 
appointed to consider them, and if 
these members of the Government 
v1ho were known. to be supporting the 
proposit~ow had such faith in it, it was 
their duty to bring it down and say to 
the Prime Minister ''if you do not sup
port it we will leave you.'' But did 
they do that? Not a chance of it; you 
wouldn't hau:t them out of their seats 
with a block and tackle. They are the 
r.nost co'ntented and comfortable lot of 
men you could find anywhere, the)' 
h[·r\re nothing to worry about, we get 
another loan and everything will be 
alright. We have another year to go 
but the time is comin.g when the peo
ple ''rill again have a say and this 
comfortable bunch may rest assured 

. that one year more is all they will 
have to go. If they had their way, of 
course, they would remain there for 
ever, they would come in like ma
chines and fit inta' their particular 
ni tches and remain there till they be
came mumified; they would stay there 
till they dried up and blew away. 

There is a serious side to all this, 
however, and the time is coming when 
these men will have to go back to their 
constituents and explain their failure 
to make· good where so much was ex
pected of them. I thoroughly agree 
with the Leader of the Opposition 
when he says that the whole thing is a 
piece of deception. It is deception of 
the people who are not used to delving 
into the mysteries and intricacies of 
speeches from the Throne and who 
take fo·r granted what appears to be 
an honest statement of fact. Take this 
paragraph . for instance: -Now, Mr. Speaker, honorable mem-

• 
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bers opposite actually got up and con
gratulated the Government on having 
a sttrplus and, naturally, tl1at is what 
the or di nary man would think from 
reading that paragraph. That is the 
deception, the cruel, heartless decep
tion of this Speech. It is a lie be·· 
cause it is a suppression of the truth; 
not an inate lie perhaps, but the facts 

'---" 

are st1ppressed for the purpose of 
leaving a wrong impression. It is true 
the expenditure proved to be what it 
was estimated and it is also true that 
the revenue was as anticipated but 
three million dollars was taken from 
s11rplus trust ·to make up the deficit. 
In other words, while the revenue was 
eight million dollars, eleven milliot1 
was spent. Then we are told that this 
is a surpluf3. How long, I ask, would 
a business stand at that rate? How 
1.ong could a business stand if each 
year the outlay exceeded the income 
and a man had to go to the savin·gs 
bank and draw out say $300 to square 
accounts? 

Why don't you come out square with 
' 

this business. The honorable member 
for Burin did not deny that he was de
ceived by the statement made here and 
the member for Fogo actually compli·· 
mented the Government. on having a 
su·rplus. I congratulate the Prime 
Minister on his use of words but I 
cannot compliment him on his decep
tion. There is an old saying which 
tho hackneyed is nevertheless true; 
while you might -succeed in f oolinig all 
the ]leople part of the time, and while 
you might fool some of the people all 
the tim·e, you cannot hope to fool all 
the people all the time. The day will 
come when the hon. members op
posite who sit down tamely and swal
low without question everything that 
is passed out to them will find that the 
deception they have permitted to. be 
practiced upon the people will prove 
anything but an asset to them. Why 
not tell the Country the whole story. 
The people believe there is lots of 

money and consequently no necessity 
for economy or retrenchment and the)1 

are going to continue the course that 
has been persued in the past. There 
is nothing smart, you know, about 
throwing away the people's money, for . 
it is not your own money you are 
spending. The Government will tell 
with pride of how they sent people to 
work snow shovelling or on the Road
de-Luxe or on some other fancy job, 
but when the time comes for a final 
reckoning it is the people themselves 
who will have to pay. 
When you fool twQ members of the 
House, how can you· expect those out
side the House not to be fooled. There 
is nothing fair about that, there , is 
nothing · clean about it and I join with 
the Leader of the Opposition in con
demnation of it. 

''The whole question of finance,'' the 
Prime Minister says in this unusual 
docun1ent, ''I commend to your most 
favorable consideration.'' Isn't that . 
delightful! Why, instead of havin1g a· 
black border round it, this should be 
got up in the form of an illtiminated 
address. \Vas there ever such a case 
of absolute confidence in the utter 
harmlessness of a crowd of men as 
that which we see here displayed by 
the Prime Minister with re·gard to 
those who sit around him? They are 
for all the world like a team of 
Esquimo do.gs, trained to follow with
out question wherever the leader goes. 
I told a story last year of the 1Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries in which I 

' 

described him as being upon his 
haunches. Like the prize fighter who~ 
when once broken, never comes back, 
he was out of the fight for all time. 
To-day the Prime Minister has hin1 
broken and his followers may rest as
sured that he will not come back; no, 
their leader is gone and there is not 
the slightest possibility of his return_
ing. It is not the fish markets he is 

.. 

worrying about no\\:. He is wonder-
ing ''is the House closed yet.'' The 



• 
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old horse is broken and when the 
Prime Minister puts that paragraph 
about recommending the whole ques- · 
ti on of ·finance · to your · consideration, 
he is simply ''rub~ing it in.'' It is not 
bad enough to have licke·d the leader 
but he must thus show co.nte'mpt for 
the followers. There is not" a man on 
the other side of the House, except 
the Minister of Finance, who knows 
how this thing was juggled. They 
honestly belie\re there really was a 
surplus. ·Surely, if we are to get down 
to serious business we must have from 
the Leader of the Government a little 
better exhibition of frankness tha11 
that . . 

Take the tariff question as another 
example. This was one ·of the things · 
that the present · Government came in
to power on. Every district was told 
of the reductions that were going to 
be made when they got in and in my 
district of John's East the vital 

' 

isstte was the reduction on boots. We 
heard so much about cheap boots that 
.Jle actually thought we were going to 
be booted ou.t of it, yet not only has 
the matter not since been touched but 
we have not even a mention of it here . 

• . 
The Prime Minister said before the 
House met that we would have a re
vision of the tariff but that . means 
work and you are not going to find the 
Government · doing anything that 
means work. True the Prime Minister 
is looking after ten or . a dozen differ
ent things at once, but there is no real 
work being done. He is simply run
ning from one pump to another trying 
to keep the ship afloat but she is going 
down in spite of that. Yo·u gentlemen 
opposite are the champion pastmasters 
of the ·art of loafing. You have been 
in here three years and despite the . fact 

I 

that one of the principal planks in 
your platform was . tariff reduction you 
have never even made an attempt to 
consider it. Oh, no, you are a great 
cro-wd to get loans or to guarantee the 
purchase of fish or to buy salt on Gov-

ernment account, but to wo~k at sucl1 
' 

a thing as the tariff or the railway is 
out of the question. Mr. Guppy smiles. 
He has the crowd sized up correctly 
and rte very sensibly says to himself, 
''if the leader wont work~ why should 
I.'' And, my dear sir, you would not 
be taken seriously if you were to say · 
now that yo11 did a day's. 'work. All 
you have to do is to sit t_here and look 

, happy. · It's a cas~ of ~'Hail .! Hail! the 
Gang's All Here.'' · 

Mr. Speaker, I do not know of any
thing here wort_h a serious reference; 
there is not a single item of legisla
tion f orecasted and, that being so, it 
is only a waste of time to discuss this 
at any length. The vote for the Nor
mal School has already been consid
ered, the matter of war ·pensions is 

. . 
merely ·a reference to last year's work 
a_nd the Ca~le Bill is· tpe o~ly su~ges.
t1on of business to be f o·und in the 
Speech. Therefore, I have only to say 

• 

at this stage that so fa·r as my hopes 
or expectations .go, I expect nothing 
whatever from the ~xecutive; I expect 
no attempt to grapple with the serious 
problems confrontinrg us. I do say that 
from the fact of their not attempting 
to grapple with these problems the 
p·eople think that everything is o.k. 

· and you will have them again demand
ing money for relief as in the past two 
years. No member of this House can 
expect from his constituents anything 
else until they have been shown the 
necessity for · curtailment. · It is the 
.Prime Minister's bounden duty to cur
tail and he should begi~ at once. 
These bills we have here are only in 
reference to petty· things and to-mor
row the Government should table the 
railway report and let the Countr)' 
know what they intend to do. Are 
you going to close the railway down 
or are you going 

1 
to run it yourselves~ 

It is certain that you cannot run it as 
it is now. Some of 'it at least has to . . 
be scrapped; you cannot contint1e to 
.run mail serv.ices on the ·present scal.e 

I 
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nor to have two steamers running 
where one is sufficient. I object to 
this House voting any money except 
on a concrete proposition. The Gov-

• 

ernment ought and could come down 
11ere with business-like tariff and rail
way policies. We have got to the 
stage now with regard to this tariff' 
question that the country is becoming 
impossible to live in for the ordinary 
man. I do not say this is the spirit of 
playing up the workingman's troubles. 
I say earnestly that the ordinary man 
cannot hope to get along here unless 
we ha\'e a reduction of tariff. Instead 
of that, however, you have imposed an 
added burden upon the people of the 
Country by this new debt you have 
contracted. 

We niust have retrenchment' and it 
• 

is no use beginning that retrenchment 
by the cutting of salaries. I said last 
year when this was being done that · it 
was unfair and unwise and that in
stead public services should be cut 
down and I repeat that now. We must 
make up our minds that we have to 
scrap some of the railway. 

• 

The report of conditions is a good 
one and a true report and the origin
ator has .given it wisely. We. are so · 
situated in this country that our ser
vices can be better served by ste·am
ers than by trains. · Mr. Speaker, I 
shall not detain this Ho·use longer at 
present, I shall have a greater chance 
later. I shall not occupy time now be
cause we want things adjusted , and not 
to delay or interrupt. The Speech 
from the Throne. is in li.ne with the 
Government, but the Speech as well 
as the Policy of the Government is a 
ridiculously poor one. This Govern
ment ought to consider that the mem-

• 

hers should all take a holiday · and let 
heads of the departments run the . . . 
whole busin.ess. The principles . of the 
Fi.sheries Department have be~n ad
ministe.red by· one person - and I think . \ 

it is as good as any other. 
. . 

MR. JENNINGS:-Do you mean to 
s:iy that I am neglecting my d'uties? 

' . 

MR. HIGGINS :-N-o, . the trouble 
with you is you get very little to do. 
You are a faithful man in office but 
you do not know one half of what is 
carried on and going on around yo·u in 
your department every day. 

MR. JENNINGS :-I do know my 
business and attend to it. 

MR. HIGGINS :-You knew nothing 
about the ·Road-de-Luxe. It is a crime 
to have men like you in office, you are 

) 

too honest. I can on,ly say the . well 
known words, 1'I pray that you . may 
be forgiven for you know not what 
you do.'' 

MR. FOX :-Mr. Speaker, I do not 
know if I should be pleased or sorry 
that I was absent last Tuesday when 
thi~ House opened. I don't think I am 
sorry. I do re.gret however not being 
personally able to listen to the 
speeches of my friends from the other 
side of the House,-hon. the members 
for Fogo and Burin. I have to sympa
thize with them in the duties given · · 
them to perform. In the olden days 
Speeches from the Throne contained 
something, they fearlessly gave the 
speeches whi~h contained a true and 
upright policy, but to-day sir, it is 
sheer !1ypocrisy and a shirking of 
duties. 

I feel sir, that we are all on com- ' 
mon ground when I say that we much 
regret the passing of the late Capt. · 
Lewis. We miss his. prominent pre
sence and his place will be hard .to fill. 
Newfoundland is indeed poorer be
cause of his sudden demise. He stood 

. \ 

out pre-eminently as one of the most . 
successful and prosperous of our 
countrymen. He was an ideal to any 
country. We to-day express a . genuine 
regret that his services to this coun
try are over. 

It affords me great pleasure to wel-. . . 
come the Hon. Minister of Financ·e io 
his seat in the Chamber and hope for 
his continu·aI presence 'in the futu=re'. . , .. : 

' . 
. . ~ 

' 
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It is noteworthy to remark on · the 
Speech from the Throne. The' second 
paragraph re-Princess Mary's mar
riage and congratulations. No 'doubt 
a pleasant duty, but of what benefit to 
the country passes my comprehension. 
We can all join in congratulatin.g her 
marriage, but I hope she is not super
st itious. If I w·er·e getting married I 
would rather pass under a ladder or 
break a mirror than have the con-

. gratulations of this Assembly. 
The absence of members.-! t would 

• 

have been an unheard of thing a few 
years ago for a member of the Crown 
to absent himself when this House 
was in Session. It seems to be a 
practise now for Cabinet Ministers to 
take their departure from the country 
on the ev.e of opening. Take for ex
ample the Hon. Member of Marine 
and Fisheries, the man who was going 
to put Newfoundland on the map. 
Newf o,undland being a fishing country 
should have its Minister of Marine 

• 
and Fisheries in his right place, he re-
gards his position as a joke. Now Mr. 
Speaker, it would be unheard of in a 
-country of Self-Government to have a 
leading · minister, as Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, absent during 
the Session. The Hon. Geo. Shea and 
I-Ion. S. J. Foote are also absent. If 
their services . are of any value their 
place is in Newfoundland, their pro
per place is here in this House, to an
swer ror their duties but in stead they 
are passed by unknown. The Hon. S. 
J. Foote was dined by the Prime Min-

• 

· ister on the eve of his departure, it is 
l i.ke speeding 'the parting guest. Is it 
proper? Newfoundland to-day re
quires all the capabilities of its Cabi
n.~t Ministers at the present time, if 
they need a holiday let them take it at 
the right time and not be floating 
around Brazil and Rome during ses
~ion. Tbis is another case of hypo
crisy. 

Uoempleyment.-The Speech fron1 
the Threlle is of such importance as 

to demand instant investigation. New., 
· f oundland's fair name was stained 
when the House was adjourned last 

. A·ugust, then as now the question of 
unemployment was needing attention" 
V/Ilen people were starving you ad
journed till December 12th fo·r you to_ 
tell us what was done, and ·you played 
a dirty trick to fool the peop'le. So 
when Decembe·r the 12th came you 
had not the courage to ope·n the House . 
The representatives of the people and 
the government were turned out of 
the House, in spite of protests from 
the Leader of the Opposition; and then 
you have the audacity to wave fla1gs of 
loyalty. Is that the way to obtain the 
support of the people? And on the 
back of it all you blindfold that· re·-. . 
sponsible Minister of the Crown,-
the Governor-to obtain his conni ·~ 

vance. The- same deception is appar
ent in the closing speeches last year 
as in the opening this year. 

In the speech at the close of last 
year's session you proposed to adjourn. 
until late in the year in .case s~me 

crisis may arise, after the fishery was 
ov·er. The question of unemployment 
was needing urgent and immediate 
attention and a special session should 
have been held so as to help them out .. 

Once again a lie has been put in; the 
Governor's mouth and he made to 
swallow it. Unfortunately the Gov
ernor consented to that deception, and· . 
I regret he was fooled by unscrupulous 
politicians . to serve their own ends .. 
They have usurped the whole coun
try's me·ans. Bell Island mines have 
been closed down: in my district .. I 
must and can.not pass it by it so · ap
peals to me and is very near to my 
heart. The Co·mpany said, if you do 
not pass our contracts we will close 
down the min:es. Bell Island Com
panies put a pistol to your heads an.d 
got what they wan.ted, as soon as they 
got the contract th~y closed the min'.es. 
They bluffed you and hooted the Gov
ernment. 

' 
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HON. MR. WARREN :-In what 
way? 

MR. FOX :-Because the deception 
of the contract\ by saying, if you do 
not grant it we will close the mines. 

HON. MR. WARREN ;-No it was 
not. 

MR. FOX :-It was. The Company 
said they would take the contract as 
passed or nothing. Your bluff to get 
the bill passed as it was submitted 
was that the Companies would not 
take any amendment, and if the House 
did not pass it as it was they would 
close down the mines. You c·an't 
throw the blame on the Opposition. 
You people were at the wlreel, and 
when you had a matter like the Bell 
Island contract which gave conces
sions away be.yond what they expected 
of you should have had a better con
tract. Now what has happened? 
Thousands of p·e·ople on B·ell Island 
were left destitute all last Summer 
and during the present Winter. The 
truth is the Companies kept the whip 

\ 

hand over you, and you took what they 
gave you, and now the people have to 
take the consequences of your action. 
It was immoral, an unheard of out
rage on the rights of the J'eop"te. Look 
at the situation over the~ to-day. 

You talk of curtailing expenses. 
How did you do it? One of the first 
steps that you ·took toward the curtail
ment of expenses was to raise your 
own sessio,:ial pay from $250 to $1000, 
and, as if that was not enough, last 
year you added an additional $250 to 
the pay of outharbour members. This 
is what you are doing to curtail ex
penses while thousands of people are 
starving throughout the country. 
Where did y·ou get the authority , to 
give this increase? and how in the . \ 

name of Heaven can · you go before the 
country and justify such . an action as 
that? Why there is not a single 
event in the history that you people 
are writing that does not begin with a 

· hand"'.'out to yourselves. , 

Here we have again the railw~ 

situation: You ought to be ashamed 
to mention it. If the Reid Newfound ... . 
land Co. can't cat,ry out its contract 
then in the name of Heaven def a ult 
them. If the contract is unworkable 
then sit down at the table and draw up 
a new contract. Draw up one that 
will be workable. And this is the 
Government that was going to put the 
Refds in the.ir place. · You have al~ 
ready given them 4 millions, and ac
cordin.g to current rumour you have 
got a lot to pay yet. The whole thing 
is a scandal from start to finish. Y Otl 

have not made a single attempt to 
carry out your many promfses to tne 
people, but you take jolly good care 
that you people individually and col
lectively are well helped. 

Before I conclude, Mr. S.peaker, I 
would like to remind you of a very 
cryptic remark ascribed to Wellington 
at Waterloo. When one of hia 'officer~ 

I 

told him to trust in God, ''yes," hr 
said, ''trust in God, but · keep your 
powder dry.'' You are making a big 
mistake if you think you can get aw3y 
with these high-handed methods, and 
then holding your hands up · in holy 
horror. 

I will content myself, Mr. Speaker, 
\Vi th these brief observations · for the 
·present. During the session__... I will 
have occasion to deal at greater length 

' 
with some of the matters to which I 
have referred. 

MR. WALSH :-Mr. Speaker, first -I 
want to join with the other speaker5 
in offering congratulations to the 
mover and seconder of the Address in 
Reply, both of whom are absent from 
the House at the present time. · Their 
duty is to be · here and attend · to' -the 
business of .the House for · which the.Y 
are well paid. Last yea1 I burdened 
the House with a three and ·a · half 
hour speech, but I want to assure you 
now that my remarks will be -' brief, 
principally because the time has now 
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been afforded me to make . any pre-
. , 
pa rations. 

Bttt before going on to the Address 
in Reply I want to couple myself with 
the ~ords of sympathy that have been 
so ably spoken by the Prime Minister 
and the Leader of the Opposition as 
well as by the other speakers. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is the third Ad
dress in R~eply that we kave listened to 
since this Government came ihto 
power, and one can but be amazed at 
the amazing expenditure of money. 
Between 14 and 16 million of dollars 

' 

spent over and above the revenue and 
not one single promise made by either 
tqe Government or the Opposition ful
fil led. llut I want to say, Mr. Speaker~ 
that any promise made by me were ab
solutely sincere. But it has been en
tirely in1possible to get anything done 
for the people. What aids to naviga
tion have there been made since this 
Government came into power for in
stance? We have heard some Minis
ters of the Cro,wn get up here in the 
House and make a wonderful noise 
about aids to the toilers of the sea. 
What has happened out of all this tall:. 
It was never meant to be anything 
more than talk. The Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries should be here 

' 

in , his place to-night. I may be told · 
in The Advocate to-morrow or perhaps 
by some heeler to-night that I ought 
not to attack the Minister in his ab
sence. I am not criticising him per
s onally, but I am criticising his con
duct, and if it is not to be said in his 
absence then it evidently will not be 
said at all. The Minister has had ab-
• 

olutely no regard for his promises to 
erect aid to navigation. What did he 
~o in connection with the promise to 
rny cpl.leagues and !l:IYSelf to erect a 
f.9g al~rm at La Haye. Examinationr 
·was made . and ithe fog alarm recom
rne .nd~~' but. nothing was done by the 
Nlini~t~r. . 
, I h~d a telegram to-day from a con
s.tituent saying he is ill and wants to 

get into the hospital. The first thing 
I have to do is wire him to see the 
Mag~strate, then .. see the nearest R~··~ 

Iieving· Officer and sign a paper prac ... 
tically classing himself as a paup~r., 

and then pay his passage on here. An
other matter that my friends opposite·1 

especially the outport representatives,. 
2.nd also my friends on this side of the 
I-louse ar~ always interested in at 
election time, is Old Age Pensions. 
Now this is not a special line of mine,. 
I am not in the House on the strength 
of it and before I ever had any desire 
to hold a seat here I was a strong ad
vocate of the recognition of the faith
ful service of the worthy toilers. When 
any man has to toil till the age of 75 
vears he is entitled to the best the 
country can give. There has not been 
a session but my voice has · beeri heard 
advocating this vote. How much has 
been taken out of the borrowed mil
lions to increase this vote, or even to 
make it sufficient for those whose ap
plications are on file in the office of the 
clerk in charge of that department. 
Not one application has been granted , 
but I found that 14 or 15 of the appli-· 
cants have passed away, and when ! 
enquired in behalf of my constituents 
I was told that the District of Placen-, 

tia and Sf. Mary's had more than its 
proper share of the grant. I regret to 
have to speak in these terms but l 
would not be doing justice to myself,. 
to the people who sent me here or to 
the various other parts of the country 
if I did not raise my voice in protest .. 

' 
This subject may be looked pn lightly, 
even by some occup)1ing very p'romin
ent seats in the Government, bu_t I will 
predict that ·in 1923 if not before, 
when they go back to give an account 
of their steward~hip 1 it will not be , 
good enough in appealing to. the peo
ple again, to say that in order to keep 
the young men alive they. had to let 
the old men of 75 die. We are all 
very flippant on the eve· .of vote catch
ing, and I do not say that all on the 



• 

\ 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCBBDINGS . 69 

other side are not sincere, but I do 
certainly condemn ·those who are in :i 

po,sition to do so but will not compel 
the Government to recognize the Old 
.. t\.ge claims or support a member of 
the Opposition in an honest endeavour 
to benefit these deserving people. It 
is .9 years since I entered this Cham
ber and I am about $9,000 worse off. 
I have worked honestly on every oc
-casion, my actions were not guided by 
the hope of emolument, and will be 
jttst as straight in the future whether 
I be here for one or 21 years. I quite 
realize the Government has been up 
against a tough proposition for several 
years through various causes and 
where expenditure was made where 
bona fide destitution prevailed, in 
Bona.vista, Twillingate, Placentia or 
anywhere else, I support them. But I 
most stron,gly condemn their extrava
gance in certain sections of the Island. 
Take the case of the notorious Road
de-Luxe. Though one would expect 
the people to be intere.sted, they ap
peared to enjoy the evidence produced 
at the enquiry forgetting that if \they 
themselves are not called on to pay 
the piper, their ,chil_dren will be. Last 
year I ga,ve ample reasons why vario~s 
petitions should be answered, one in 
particular being that presented by Mr. 
Sinnott for $75,000 for the building 
of a road to Colinet. One day while 
the claim was being pressed, .the Hon. 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries be
ing in a rush to get to Port Union and 
willing at the moment to give 75 mil
lions, sent me over a note saying the 
grant would be alrig.ht. But what did 
we find. Someone interested cut the 
v~te in two and all that was placed to 
our credit at the Board of Works De
pa.rtment was $25,000. To· make mat-

• f 

ters worse $5000 of that amount was 
' ' 

reserved for a bridge at Rocky River 
. ' I . 

and $2000 more was taken in connec-. . 
tion . with the Agriculture and Mines 
Department, leaving us $18,000 for the 
construction of the road, a 30 mil~ 

road that was urgently needed. We . . 

recommended that tenders for the 
work be called for-even though it 

; 

. n1ight not be to our benefit ~s tpe \~e-

presentatives to have construct•,rs 
from some other districts go th er(~. 
But we did not care, we were intc'r
ested. only in getting the ·road built. 

' ' 
As it happened two residents of tl1e 

• 

district got the job and I understan\.t 
that i an e)ccellent road was built. 111 

the face of all this, the Board of 
W·orks squandered $30;0'00 on a quarter 
mile of road in the West End of this. 
city. This is where I find fault, in thi~i 
terrible and unjustifiable extrava
gance, not in the aiding of deserving 
people throughout the Island. To some 
extent we are up against the adverse 

• 

conditions prevailing all over the 
world at present but the ·situation 
would not be nearly $0 bad if it were 
not for the conduct-or rather miscon ... 
duct-of the Government. I have al
ways denounced the make·-up of the 
Government because it is a Govern
ment that is under the ·control of one 
man who has the power to swing 
eleven seats. This is not a personal 
attack on Hon. Mr. Coaker. If I were 
in his shoes I might be going to Flori
da too. That is the fault of human 
nature. / But I say it is most unfor
tunate to have it so. His place is 
right here . in this House and he should 
be here. It is disgraceful that the 
most important office in the . Govern
ment is vacant practically all the year 
round. The papers to-day are . tellin,g 

\ 

all kinds of scandals in connection, 
with that Department. · We have had 
various kinds o.f scandals before but 
this one of the beavers is the latest, 
and also the limit. The Hon. Mr. 
Coaker · should be· here to refute the 
charges against him if they are not 
true. I am not hitting at .him person
ally but ) am talking' at him because 
of his position. I do not care if it 

. . 
were Sir M. P. Cashin, Sir john Cros-
bie or anybody else · that was allied 
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with Hon. h\r. Coaker; he would ndt 
be able to do any better than Sir Rich .. 
ard Squires. The men on the other 
~ide ~ay be as good personally as 
those on .this side, but they are not so 
good in the present situation because 
they are dominated and controlled. 
Now Mr. Speaker, when I stood up I 
intended to talk about a few minutes 
·-last session I put in about 50 hoiurs 
in debating various points but I do not 
think it accomplished much-and I 

···will not waste much energy this ses .. 
sion. But · I would like to say that if 
the Government continues to follow 

"'the path they are present ploughing, 
. we who intend and hope to live in this 

country where our all is at stake, must 
' 

view the conditiops with deep alar~. 

Take the situation as to the Railway -
~one of our most important indus-
tries. , If one of Hon. Mr. Coaker's 
men, though that gentleman is in Bar .. 
bados to·-night, wired him to have the 
Kyle sent to Bonavista or a special 

. train to any other point, he would get 
hold of Mr. H. D. Reid and have it 
d.one at once. Last year legislation 
was passed to have several branch 
railways closed down, including the 
·B.ay-de.-Verde branch, ?hich district is 
represented by the Hon. Minister of 
Shipping, . but we -do not find the Bon
a. vista road closed. Not likely. I have 
copies o~ correspondence with the 
Reids th~t I may see fit to table later 
o.r give to some reporter to publish in 
his paper, and believe me it will make 
interesting reading. They got some
thing like $4,000,000 the last 2 years. 
.I sympathize with the leader of the 
Government and think he is sincere 
but he found himself in the position . 
as pointed out by Sir M. ~. Cashin 
that he had to accede to, ithe demands 
. , I . 

of Hon. Mr. Coaker, who perhaps a.fter 
all gave ·him some concessions. That 
is a terrible position for any country 
to be in. Let Hon. Mr. Coaker go to 

' . . 

the country and come back in charge 

if the people want him. He . is too big 

a man to be joined up with any other 
a~ he got control of 11 seats. Let him 
go to the country on· his standardiza
tion or his nationalization scheme and 
see how he will fi·gure out. As I said 
before I did not have an opp~rtunity 
of seeing the Speech from the Throne 
or of hearing it read, and I have not 
prepared anything in the way of com
ment, but there are lots of joints in it 
that I will have plenty opportunity to 
deal with at length later on. 

On motion this Report was received, 
and it was ordered· that the motion for 
adoption be . def erred. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and s:>n motion of Hon. the Prime 
Minister the Bill, entitled ''An Act to 
Amend Chapter 75 of the Consolidated 
Statutes, entitled ''Of Sufferers from 
Marine Disasters" was introduced and 
read a first time, and it was ordered 
that it be read a second time on to
morrow. 

Purswant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime 
Minister the Bill, entitled ''An Act for 
the Encouragement of Shipbuilding'' 
was introduced and read a first time~ 

and it was ordered that it be read :1 

second time on to-morrow. 
Pursuant to notice and leave grant .. 

ed, and on motion of Hon. the Minister 
of Finance the Bill, entitled ''An Act 
to Amend Chapter 22 of the Consoli
dated Statutes entitled ''Of , the Cus
toms'' was introd11ced and re·ad a first 
time, and it was ordered that it be 
read a second time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on motion ·of Hon. the Minister 
of Justice the Bill, entitled ''An Act 
for the Protection of Neglected, De-

. ' 

pendent and Delinquent Children'' was 
introduced and read a first time, and 
it W'as ordered that it be. re1ad a second 
time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and · on motion of Hon. the Minister 
of justice the Bill, entitled ''An Ac't to 
regulate the Importation, · Manufacture, 
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Sale and use of Opium and other Dan- ments by way of expenses were made 
gerous Drugs'' was introduced and in connection with the said sales, and 

• 
read a first time, and it was ordered if so, to whom, and to give a list of 
that it be read a second time on to- the parties receiving same and the 
morrow. amount they received; and to what 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the fund was any portion of the proceed9' 
Minister of Finance and Custom:s, to paid, and where is the balance, if any, 
lay on the table of the House a state- from this ·transaction at the pre·sent 
1nent showing the amount realized time. 
from last year's loan of six million · SIR M. P . . CASHIN asked Hon. the 
dollars, showing the amount actually Prime Minister if it is correct that 

' ' 

receive·d, as far as is known, by the some weeks ago Hon. W. F. Coaker 
American firms that raised the Loa.n; wrote the · Reid Company dire.cting 
the amount transferred to ~he Colony, them · to · continue . the operation of 
all payments or expenses, services in Branch railroads, or any o·f the~; if 
connection with it, and by whom re- so was Mr. Coaker authorized by the 
ceived, and for what purposes was the Gove,rnment to write such a letter, 
Loan, or any portion of it, expended; and if so to lay . on the table of the 
and how much of the said Loan re- House a copy of the same; also if Mr. 
mains to the credit of the Colony at Coaker made any promise that the 
the present time. Government would pay for the opera-

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the tion of the said Railroad; was he au
Prime Minister, in the absence of the thorized to make such a promise and 
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish- for what amount will the Government 
eries, if a large quantity of beaver be liable on account thereof. 
skins was received by the Department SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
recently for · sale, if so, what _was . the Prime Minister to lay on the table· of 
number of the skins, and to furnish a the House a full · statement of exp_en
list of all parties sending skins to the diture to date in connection with the -Department and the number they sent; extension of the Railway line to Ar--
were tend-ers invited for the purchase gentia, showing 
of these. skins, and to lay o,n the table 
of the House a copy of all tenders; (a) the amount paid for the I con-
were these sealed tenders and if so by struction of the .Railroad and 
whom were they opened, and what the length of the .same from the 
steps were taken to ensure that par- point on the main line where 
ties tendering got ''a square deal''; the diversion to Argentia was 
were the skins ultimately disposed of made; · 
to the Rev. Frank H.' Boone, of Med- (b) the amount paid for compensa-
f ord, Mass., and .a Hebrew fur dealer ti on for land taken for the same 
named Morris Silberman, of Boston; improvement, and a list of the 
if the said Rev. Frank H. Boone visit-. parties to whom such payments 
ed Port Union last Fall and made were made; 
speeches there in favor of· Mr. Coaker ( c) if any claims are still outstand-
and his movement; what amounts did ing and . not arbitrated, and if 
he pay for the beaver skins and what so, when it is proposed to deal · 
did the Government do with the same; with them; 
were all proceeds paid to the owners ( d) the amount paid for the wharf 
of the skins, or if not, was a portion sheds, etc., at Argentia.; 
of the amount retained by the Depart- ( e) what benefit has been derived 
ment; if so, how much; if any pay- by the country - from the enor· 
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mous expenditure of money in 
connection with this alteration; 

(f) why has the steamer ''Kyle'' not 
been calling at Argentia all this 
winter as promised; 

(g) is it correct that the captain of 
the ''Kyle'' refused to bring hi~; 

. " 
ship there unless a number of 
aids to navigation were provid- · 
ed; 

(h) if one of the reasons given for 
1 he said alteration was that the 
Iiarmsworth Company at Grand 
i :alls would ship all their paper 
during the Winter to Argentia, 
if any paper has been so ship~ 
J'ed, and if not, why not; 

(i) at\d what use·· does the Govern-
1nent expect to _ be made of this 
terminal to justify the expendi
t11re incurred in connection with 
tlie same. 

SIR 1\1. P. CASHlN asked· Hon. the 
Prime 1\·1 inister if it is -correct that 
Hon. S. J. Foote, K.C., Senior Member 
for Buritt, has been called to Genoa ,. 

in conne(, tion with the National Con-
f e:rence, and if so is Mr. J. Blackwood, 
K.C., whu accompanies him, 'also re
tained in connection with this matter, 
and if it \s .correct that representatives 
of the C;.tnadian Government are 011 

their way across also to confer with 
Mr. Foote in connection with this mat
ter. 

SIR M. l>. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Min}ster, in the absence of Ho11. 
the Minist,~ r of Agriculture and Mines, 
to lay , on the table of the House a 
statement showing the quantity of pit 
props cut Dn Government account, or 
in connecti nn with which the Govern
ment gave any guarantee during the 
Winter of 1920-21, the amount paiJ 

. . I 

from the p 1 tblic funds on account of 
the same; "'hat quantity of these pit 
props has b~ !_en sold; wh·o acted for the 
Gc;vernrnent in the sale of the sa,m,e; 
to whom Wi?re they sold; how much 

·was paid for them per cord, and for 
an; other ex ,tJenses; what quantity re-

inains unsold; at what places are
the~e pit props assembled; what doe& 
the Government propose _to do with 
the same; \vhat are the actual receipts 
on account of a11 these pit props tc 
date; and what is , the total expendi
ture, also for how many cords of pit 
props or pulp wood has the Govern
ment contracted to be cut during the 
present Winter; to table a list of the 
parties with whom contracts were 
made and the quantities for which they 
contracted; what is the total liability 
of the Colony on account of, the same, 
and how does the Government l!Xpect 
to dispose of them. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Custon1s to 
lay on the table of the House copy of 
the report of the Auditor-General for 
the fiscal year ended ·June 30th, 1921. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister:-

(a) If Hon. W. F. Coaker tendered 
his . resignation as Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries shortly 
afteir the last session of the 
Hous·e close,d, and if so to· tabl·e. 

I 

,a C01P'Y of said resign.atfon, and 
to state what actlon was take1n 
on 'the sam~e ; 

(b) if it is correct that since the 
closing of the last session in 

'August, 1921, Hon. W. F. Co,ak
er has never entered his - office 
in the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries, and if so what is 
his reason for not attending it, 
if he is drawing the salary of 
that office,, and if so, what ser
vi'ce is he giving in return; 

( c) if it is not the case that between 
last August and the end of the 

I 

.. 

year Mr. Coaker was absent 
from St. John's for almost the 
whole of that time, and if so, 
who was conducting the affairs 
of the Department; 

(d) if Mr. Coaker,:·after -a brief 
visit to St. John's at New Year, 

• 



I 

,. 

. . 

HOUSE. OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 73 
• 

did not return to Port Union 
and remain there for several 
weeks, then come back here and 

I 

after a few days take }?.is de-
parture for an extended trip to 
the United . States and Brazil; . 

(e) if Mr. Coaker sent a message 
from . Port Union some weel<s 
a.go to be shown to the Premier, 

( f) 

· threatenin1g that if the Humber 
River project was .not put 
through . the . Legislature he 
would refuse to support the 
Government, if that message . 
was shown to the Prime Minis
ter, and if so what action he 

' 

took on it; 
is Mr. . Coaker's present tr ip 
abroad on ·public or pri \1a te 
business, if it is on public bttsi
ness what is the nature of the 
said business, if it is on private 
.business is he drawing the sal
ary of his Department; 

( g) if his Private Secretary, Mr. 
Clouter, letft here recently to 
join him ,in New .York, if so has 
Mr. I Clouter joined him to do 

} 

public business or private busi-
ness, in the· farmer case what is 
the nature of such business, in 
the latter case is Mr. Clouter's 
salary · being paid and will his 
travelling e.xpenses be paid~ 

(h) is it · correct that Mr. Coaker is 
intervie.wing financiers in the 
United · States in connection 
with the Humber River project, 
if so, is · he . representing the 
Government in such · capacity, 
and if so, to lay on the table of 
the House a copy of the instruc
tions · to him ·in that connection; 

(i) is it correct that Mr. Collishaw 
is accompanying Mr. Coaker in 
this capacity, and if so, has Mr. 
Collishaw any authority . from 

· ·. · th·e Government, and if ·so, to 
·lay :on the table of the House 

· · copy of the same, ·and what pay
ment, if any; is_ to be made to 

. ' 

, 

Mr. Coaker ·and ·Mr ... Collishaw 
for such services. · . . 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister to lay on the table of 
the House statement showing the 
number of depositors . and the total 
amount of the deposits in the New
foundland Savings Bank ·up to the 31st 
l) ecember, 1921, and. the same at the 
end of 1920, 1919 ~. 1918 and 1917. 

·SIR M. P. CASHIN asl<ed. the Min
iste r of Public Works to: lay on the 

· tab le of the House a statement sl1ow
ing the cost of what . is: known as the 
Badger Road, showing · th·e amoun.t 

J 

pa.id for land, if any; the amount paid 
· for labour, for lumber, and other . ma

terial; the number · of men emplsyed, 
the period for which they were em
ployed; if the names of any dead men , . 
we re incl tided, and if so, how many , 
and the .length of the road and cost 

I • 

per mile; and to lay on the table a ll 
correspondence, papers, etc., in the. 
po·ssession of his Department in con~ 

nection with the same. . .~ , -
' SIR M~ P. CASHIN asked the Min-. · 

ister of Public Works what was the 
cost of the road in the West End .po.pu
larly known . as ttie ''Road,. de . Luxe-~' 

and to table a detailed .. statement 'of 
the expenditure on the same, . showing 
the amount paid . 

(a) for the land, . 
· (b) for labour, 

' . ' 

• < ' ' 

. . ... 
' 

( c) for lumber and incidentals; a:nd 
( d) for inspection. ' .. ,, .. 

What ·was the length of the said.· road 

a.nd its bre1a.dth; what is ' the oNli·nary 
cost . of building ro·ads .of · the ,., .same . . . 

i character per mile, .and what 'was the 
total cost of this road; how· many .. rner1 
were supposed · to be employetl .on .th~ 
road and for what period; if it .is cor
rect that the names of 170- dead people 
were included in the · pay rolls, . and to 

• 

give the · names of the said ;deaa me,n ·; 
and to· lay on the table of, -the . House .. a 
copy of all correspondence iin . his '.de,~ 

partme.nt in connection :w:i.th th~ •.. sa:icd 
road; also of the testimony taken. j.n.· 

\ 
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the inquiry instituted by the Auditor
General into the matter, and the testi
mony taken in the inquiry in the 
Municipal Council; and the evidence 
taken in the proceedings before the 
Magistrate recently, and any other 
documents in his possession in con
nection with the said road. 

SIR M. P. CASlfIN asked Hon. the 
Minister of Education if it is correct 
ttiat he visited Harbour Grace recent
ly and offered a number of men in 
that vicinity work at Bell Island at the 
rate of $8.40 a week; if a great num
ber of these men recently left the 
Island complaining that they were on
ly able to make about six dollars a 
week; what steps he is taking to se
cu.re a larger amount for these people, 
and what is his own weekly salary. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister to lay on the table 
co.py of the report of Mr. Morgan on 
the Rail way and also copies of any 
correspondence with the Reid New
foundland Company, or any members 
of the Company, in reference to any 
negotiations which the Government, 
cfr any committee of the Government, 
or any member of the Executive on be·
half of the Government, has been con
ductin:g with the Reid Company witI1 
a view to a transfer by the Company 
of the Railroad, or any other plans 
which the Government may have with 
reference to the future of the Railway 
s..ystem. / 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister to lay on the table a 
tatement of the receipts and expen

difure of the Railroad system for the 
eight months of the fiscal year from 
July 1st to February 28th, and an esti
m.ate of the receipts and expenditure 
for the four months from March lst 
to June 30th of this year, and a state
ment of the amount paid out of the 
Public Treas11ry towards the maintain
attce and operation of the Railroad for 
the eight months up to Febuary 28th, 
·afld an estim.ate of the amount that 

· will be require,d for the four months 
from March 1st to June 30th; also a 
statement showing the· amount paid 
for improving the roadbed of the Rail
road at Topsail, Kelligrews and other 
points along the line since July 1st, 
1921~ 

MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. the 
Minister of Public Works for a state
ment showing the total expenditure on 
roads and .bridges, etc., or a special 
extraordinary expenditure for relief 
works or otherwise. 

MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister in the absence of the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries ( 1) 
the total amounts expended througl1 
that Department since March 1921 to 
date, either on ordinary marine works 
or for special expenditure on relief 
works. 

On motion the debate on the Ad
dress in Reply was adjourned until to
morrow. 

It was moved and , se,conded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
to-morrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
inglyw 

TUESDAYt March 21st, 1922 .. 
The House met at three of the clock 

in the afternoon pursuant 1to adjourn
ment. 

DR. JONES:-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
people of Avondale in the District of 
Hr. Main for a sum of money to re
place the public wharf there which 
was destroyed last \ year by the wash
ottt. The sum of $600.00 is required 
for material and labor and the people 
are anxious that the wharf should be 
repaired in time for the fishing season 
as this is the only caplin whar·f avail
able. In fact it· is th~ only wharf in 
the place that is suitable for general 
purposes~ For this reason, Mr. Speak
er, I trust that the petition will receive 
immediate attention from the depart
ment to which it relates. , 

·- -
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Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow ask leave 
to introduce a Bill entitled ''Act for 
the Disposal of Surplus funds collect-.. 
ed for Hospital Cots. 

Mr. Bennett gave notice of question. 
Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of 

question. 
Mr: Walsh gave notice of question. 
Mr. Jones gave notice of question. 
Mr. Higgins gave notice of question. 
On motion for adoption of the Re-

port of the Select Committee on the 
Address in Reply, ·Dr. Jones . moved 
and Mr. Sinnott seconded the follow
ing Amendment: 

''We re:gret that Your Excellency 
should have perhaps unintentionally 
left the· impression that the revenue 
for the fiscal year which ended on the 
30th June last exceeded the expendi
ture, when in fact it, was some two and 
one-half millions of dollars short. W c 
think it should be made clear to the 
people of the country that the expen
diture over revenue was met by an ap
propriation from Surplus Trust Ac
count.'' 

MR. VINNI COMBE :-Mr. Speaker, 
I think I wou'ld be recreant in mv .. 
duty, if I, as a representative of the 
distri.ct of St. John's East, did not 
make a few observations on the 
Speech from the Throne. On March 
14th we were called · together to at
tend the third session of the twenty
f ourth General Assembly. When I ar
rived here there was great . pomp and 
ceremony at the opening and amongst 

' . 

the number of visitors I saw the C. 
L. B. Band and heard them rendering 
the ''Old Oaken Bucket,'' as I thought, 
but I was deceived, as, on enquiry 
from the Bandmaster, I learned that it 
was only a parody on the ''Old Oaken 
Bucket'' they were playing, but that 
the real name of the tune was entitled 
''The old rotten · Government that 
hangs on · to Government pap.'' As a 
previous speaker has said, one would 
imagine that a member of the Royal 

family had died, judging by the black 
border around the Speech · from the 
Throne. To the contrary, however, is 
true, namely, that a member of Roy
alty has recently started in a different 
di rec ti on and got married~ 

The fl rst paragraph in the Speech 
from the Throne states that, owing to 
the severity of the weather, the House 
could not meet before March 14th. 
You members opposite knew very well 
that pr~ctically all the Government 
members were in town a month pre
vious to the day the House opened; 
and you all know that the reason that 
the H ot1se did not meet . before is be-

. 

ca use there was confusion in the Exe-
cutive over the Humber deal. The 
fight was on between the Minister of 
Marine artd Fisheries, the Minister of 
J ttstice and the Prime Minister and it 
took considerable time for a settlement 
to be arrived at. Eventually the Prime 
Minister won out over the other two 
gentlemen and I am proud that he did. 
I expected that he would be victorious 
because I knew that his opponent~ 
were not tricky enough for him. Still 
we are told here that the House couJd 
not meet before the 14th of March. 
That is a lie. I met .Mr. Guppy and 
several other members who represent 
Northern constituencies, in this town 
in February month. 

MR. l;ARGET.T:-You are not tell
ing the truth. All the members were 
not here. 

MR. HIGGINS :-What Mr . . Vinni
combe meant was that all the mem
bers who could were here. 

MR. VINNI COMBE :-I think · we 
could do without Mr. Targett's pre
sence just as well as we are doing 
without his boss and just as well as 
the Department of Marine and Fish-

~ 

eries has been doin1g without him for 
the past twelve months. Anyhow if 

' all the members were here itself they 
would have nothin.g to say and it does 
not matter to the country anyway ho:w 
many of them are he~e. , 

• 
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·. · MR. T ARGETT·:-1 t is better to sit 
:still and say nothing than it is to talk 
all the time and still say nothing. 

· MR. VINNI COMBE :-1 like to hear 
you saying or doing something for 
}rour thousand dollars. Now I think 
I'll try and· get Mr. Targett to sa:y 

I 

s.omething to earn his ·money. . This is 
the worst Sp·eech from 'the Throne I 
h·ave ever read. I notice that Dr. 
Barnes is having dancing and a lot of 
other frills . taught in the Norrnal 
School. I ·was wondering if he is 

I 

thinking of adding boxing to his pro-
gramme because ·if he was I would 
willingly volunteer to be the Instruc
tor. Yesterday the Minister of Finance· 
told Mr. Bennett that the per capit<1 
head . taxation of the people of Ne\v
foundland was $200. I find that it is 
$220 per head. In 1919 when the 
Cashin Government was in power an<i 
when the present Prime' Minister and 
others now on the other side abused 
Sir Michael Cashin at the extrava
gance the per capita head was $160. 
Our p11blic debt at the ·present time is 
fifty-·six millions .of dollars so that in 
two years, under the present adminis
t.r-ation, the · per capita head on every 
n1an, woman and child in Newfound
land increased from $160 to $220 or 

" 

$60 in two years. · This is the Liberal 
.Reform Government that promised to 

how us how to· 'live and was going tb 

reduce taxation and do a lot of other 
wonderful things that would be ad
vantageous, to the people. Last ye·ar 
tfrte Government ·· went out of this 
House to curtail expenditure; but ho,\
have they done it~ They have done it 

. by raising loans. They are raising so 
ntany that ultimately we wont know 
where we are going to get off. Last 
Y'ear the Prime ·Minister and in par
t . cular the Minister of Public Works 
& id they were not .going to. give out 
~tty more money to Mr. Salter and that 
expenditure 9as ·going to be cut down 
ia that department. But what happen-

· ec.t? We flnd that Mr. McNeily 1got 

Mr. Pearce's job as .accountant and 
Mr. Pearce has been made Purchasing 
Agent. Now what has he purchaserJ 
or what does he purchase? Then 
again ·Mr. Salter goes up as usual 
e1,.·ery Saturday and for one hour's 
work gets $22. Am I right Mr. Min
ister of Public Works? 

MINISTER OF P{JBLIC ·WORKS: 
-No you're n 101t. 

MR. VINNI COMBE :-I don't want 
I 

to misrepresent the hon. member, but 
• 

what is Mr. Salter's position in the 
Department? Is h~ a regularly paid . 
official or what~ 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS . : 
-He is a member of the Board. 

MR. VINNI COMBE :-I know that 
last year he got $1080 or $90 a month . 
How much is he getting this year? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-I could not give the exact amount. 

MR. VINNICOMBE :-Now I do not 
want to make untrue charges against 
Mr. Salter or any other man, but if 
Mr. Salter is paid for doing all the 
purchasing for the Department, then. 
what is Mr. Pearce doing? Here in 
this country at · the present time we 
have thousands of people, hundreds of 
them hungry, looking for work and 
this man Salter paid for making one 

· visit of an hour per week to the De ~ 

partment of Public W9rks. I say, Mr. 
Speaker, it is a scandal and a disgrace. 

I notice on the Order Paper to-day a 
Bill, which was introduced by the Min
ister of Justice, entitled ''An Act to 
regulate the importation, manuf ac
ture, sale and use of opium and other 
dangerous drugs.'' I am surprised 
that the · Prime Minister allowed that 

• 

to go on the Order Paper because the 
Minister of J ttstice and the Minister· 
oi Marine and Fisheries were drug
ging the men on the other side until 
the Prime Minister got the upper hand 
of then1. The Minister of justice's 
Bill to stop drugs. will not tend to de
stroy the effect because the Govern
ment members appe·ar to . be, all drug-

' 
' 
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ged in their chairs now. Mr. Targett 
laughs. 

MR. TARGETT:-Laughing at your 
foolish talk. 

MR. VINNICOMBE:-Well what is 
really wrong with Mr. Targett, he 
comes heire every day *d s.its down 
and says· nothing. There would be an 
excuse for him if he was drugg~d bt1t 
now th~t he gives the impression that 
he is not dru1gged there is no excuse 
for him. 

MR. TARGETT :-I am not drulgged. 
MR. VINNICOMBE:-Well then 

your're hy'pnotized and ·don't know it. 
MR. · TARGETT:-You must be 

hypnotized the way you're talking. 
MR. VINNICOMBE :-If I continue , 

much longer I believe I'll · have you 
hypnotized . and probably have you get 

· up and sing a song. I would suggest 
that the Government when closing the 
H'ouse get a band to play ''Peggy 
O'Neill is the girl that can steal any 
heart.'' It would be · an appropriate 
selection for the way the Government 
has stolen the heart's blood out of the 
1)eople of this country. I do not be
lieve that His Excellency the Gov
ernor, as the . Kin.g's representative, 
seriously took down what was con
tained 'in the Speech -regarding the un
employment problem. I for one last 
year objected to the HQuse closing on 
December 12th because I knew that 
the frost would then be in the ground 
and men would be unable to do any 
work. I advocated that the House 
should meet in ·October or early in 

• 

November when returns could be seen 
for money spent on relief . work. Al
though I was opposed to it, I remem
ber Mr. Higgins, my colleague, being 
a party to having it opened on Dec. 
12th on the grounds that he did not 
want to see people coming to the 
House of Assembly iri the early Fall 
with fish in their arms. Well then we 

{ 

came here as an Opposition on Dec. 
12th and the Prime Minister got up to 
make a speech when to quote . Holy 

Scripture_:_''Knock and it shall be 
opened to you; seek and you shall 
find''-three knocks came at the door 
and we on · this side were found to be 
fooled by the Prime Minister. It was 
not a smart trick. It is an easy mat
ter for 23 men . to vote down half that 
number by ·brute majority force. Sir 
Michael Cashin pointed out the wrong 
done to the people of this country, bu t 
l 

still the · Governor closed the House. 
A few days after His Excellency the 

, . Governor sent letters of invitation to 
Government House to Mr. Bennett, 
Mr. H iggins, Mr. Fox and myself to 
deal with the unemployment problem, 
His Excellency pointing out to us that 
he had had the qu~stion under consid
eration with his Ministers and others 
for three or four months. We were 
somewhat surprised as to who the 
others were seeing that we were the 
elected St. John's representatives. Now 
would any member of the Government 
stand for that if they were in. our 
pla.ces. 'This is the pla,ce: where all 
monie,S for ·public 'W01rks -01r ·r,elie;f works · 
are to be allocated .and not in 'the 
Government House. And then we are 
told that the matter had been receiv
ing consideration while this House 
was closed by the Executive Govern
ment. and oth.ets. The Governor -did 
not play the part of a man to allow 
such a thing to go on. It is to the 
Governor that we got to look for Brit
ish fair . play and if we cannot get 'it 
from him who then can we expect it 
from. I make this accusation sincere·~ 
ly, Mr. Speaker, and I have as much· 
respect for His Excellency the Gt>v~. 

ernor as any ~t~er man in this coun
try. I say, sir, that · the sooner we get 
a man, who will · not be used, in Gov
ernment House the better it will be 
for this country. A man whom yo11 
can twist around your finger is not fit . . 

to be Governor of Newfoundland·. 
We have Municipal work being done 

in St. John's '-; E·ast now and people 
down the · shore. around Outer Cove, 

;,, ....... . " ... _ . ... ~ 
• 
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Logy Bay, and adjacent settlements 
' who are in distressing circumstances 

are not .given work because they are 
not taxpayers to the city; but when 
such work was given out in St. John's 
West the people in outlying settle
ments there, although they do not pa~r 
city taxes got all the work they want
ed. I protest a.gainst this sort of un
fair discrimination. I agree with the 
Government that no man with a bank 
account should be employed on relief 
work, but I should think it would be 
an easy matter to find out from a 
man's clergy if he is needy or not. 
Take the men of Portugal Cove, the 
men who made Bell Island famous. 
These n1en cannot ~o to Bell Island to 
work in their own electoral district, 
althougl1 Dr. Barnes, the member for 

• 
Hr. Grace, could send all the men he 
wanted to Bell Island from various 
points in Conception Bay. 

I would ask the Prime Minister if 
he would see work will be given to 
our constituents outside of St. John's. 
It has been said that there are many' 

· people in our district who are getting 
work and yet have money in the Bank. 

\ 

Well, I am glad that there are many 
who have got Bank accounts, but sir 
there are also many who are suffering 
great hardship this winter and are un
able to get relief ·work. I think that 
these people should be given work if 
they bring along a note with them 
from their clergyman. I want to thank 
the Hon. Dr. C·ampbell, who did his 
best with a few men from our district, 
but this work only lasted for a short 
time and now they have no hope of 
employment at all. I know that Mr. 
Jennings will help many men in ~is 

district who are in need and I am glad 
to say that there are. many men in . h s 
District who have money in the bank. 
Bttt you are building a break-water in 
Twillingate. and you will surely em-

ploy your perople at that relie,f work. 
I would ask Mr. Jennings if it is ·cor-

rect that the Government is building 
a break-water at Twillingate. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
They are collecting materials for a 
break-water. 

MR. VINNI COMBE :-How man)-· 
men are employed on that work? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC. WORKS : 
-Only eighty men are employed. 

MR. VINNICOMBE :-If the men in 
your district wanted work I admire 
you for lookin1g out for them; but we 
have a district where there are many 
in urgent need of immediate relief. 
As many as twenty and thirty come tl} 
me every day to get work, .and there 
must be twice as many go to Mr. Hig
gins. Many of them are in great need 
and several of them come without 
anything to eat for the . whole day. 
Something must be done for them ve'r)! 
soon. Dr . . Campbell kindly helped 
some of them for a short time, and 
that was a God· send. But there are 
many more in need and if they bring 
a note from their clergymen the)' 
should be given work. I congratulate 
the mover and seconder of the motion 
of the Address · in Reply. Their 
speeches weren't masterpie·ces, they 
simply couldn't be as they had noth
in.g to ·work on. I am just as bad of 
as they for I can see nothing in the 
Speech for me to talk · about, and I am 
therefore very thankful to Mr. Targett . 
for being so kind and helping me out. 
I could . never have said any.thing at 
all if he didn't give me a word now 
and then. · I think the Speech is th~ 
worst th.at has ever been handed down 
in this House of Asse~bly, and tr~st 
that we never shall have another one 
like it again. In conclusion I 'Yould . 
urge the Governm.ent to be cauti<>US 
in the expenditure of the new loan, 
and to use it judiciously as it is very 
urgently required by the country at 
present. I believe that the Aon . .l\'li11-
ister of Finance is about to leave u.s 
to look after important business i11 

New York. I wish him a pleasant t~ip 



• 
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and hope that he will avail of it to in1-
prove his health and at the same tir11e 
benefit the country to the most of ~ - ~s 
ability. 

MR. ARCHIBALD:-Mr. Speaker, I 
think the time has come when, yo11 
should hear from the . centre party of 
this House. There are many rumot1rs 
afloat to the effect that there was go
ing to be a split in either the Goverr1-
ment ranks, or from the Opposition, 
but sir) I am still alone and I assure 
the Government that l shall not n1f-1 ke 
any endeavour to try and di vi de the 
party on any matter whatever. I re:1-
lize that the country is faced with too 
serious a problem at the present time, 
and that the moment has arrived when 
we should cut out the rif-raff talk in 

' 
this House and get down to solid busi-
ness in the interests of the country . 

• 

Regarding the Speech from the Throne 
I want to congratulate the Prime Min-, 

ister on having compiled a Speecl1 s _. 
long, without putting anything in it. 
There is in the Speech reference to 
the marriage of Her Ro,yal Highness 
but outside of congratulating her on 
th.e occasion we are not concernt· :l in 
the tnatter at all, for she will be happy 
and has the means and friends enough 

• 

to be perfectly contented. U nf ortun-
ately our fishermen are not, thorougl'~ 

ly happy at the present moment, and 
it is our business to get to work and 
see that they . are helped in every de
gree and made ready to carry on tt1c;ir 
occupation this year in as strong ~t 

manner as ever before. There is one 
thing in the Speech in which I want to 
join in voicing the regret of this As
sembly on the passing of the late 
Captain Lewis. I believe that the 
Prime Minister was sincere when he 
made such deep reference to that mat
ter on the day of the opening of the . 
House, because he knows that New
foundland can ill affo,rd ;to lose sucll 
a man· of Captain Lewis' worth. He 
sat near me all during last year's Ses
sion and I got to know him very well. 

I also remember long ago when I v.ras 
a boy, working about our wharf o·"J er 
in Harbor Grace, when all the bank
~rs came there for their bait su1pplics. 
All the other captains would have the 
weight tested, but Captain Lewis al
ways took our word for it. He was a 
man's man and unfortunately for 
Newfoundland · he has passed out. I 
know the -Prime Minister's words were 
brimful of sincerity, and I am also 
sorry that Newfoundland has lost 'sucl1 
a straight-forward and conscientiot1s 
man. Capt. John Lewis will reap a 
rich reward in the next world for the 
manly part he played here. The 
Speech from the Throne has nothing 
in it. Regarding the Railway problem, 
I know the Government has been do
ing something, but I doubt if they can 
advance any further with the matter. 
The Branch Railways have undoubted
ly been the cause of the downfall of 
the whole issue, and their continuance 
i.3 fa,rcial a,nd· ridiculous. I l1ope that 
the Government or the Executive will 
do the right thing, and if they are not 
paying cut them out. The new loan 
that we are now arranging for will 
make a total of sixteen million that 
has been raised in the last two years, 
and I think that the Go,vernm·ent are 
to be congratulated upon their success 
in this direction. However after 
spending this money on the obligations 
we have to meet I do not think that 
there will be much ~ft for the benefit 
of the country. I shall not criticise 
the Government on this, but I will ·say 
that in spending the new loan, they 
should try and do something beneficial 
for the distressed and the poor. I am 
sorry to se'e it said in the Speech ·from 
the Throne that th,e Revenue this year 
exceeds the expenditures. We know 
that that is not the case, but · I can ex
cuse the Prime Minister as he natur
ally wanted that to help in the raising 
of the loan. I cannot understand Mr. 
Cheeseman and Mr. Hibbs for prais
ing the Government on the success in 
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having a .balance on ·hand, but I think 
that Mr. Cheeseman will make it his 
business to find , out if that surplus 
really does exist. S~ much for the 
Speech from the :Throne~ The second
er of the motion of the Address in Re
·ply touched upon the matter of the 
codfishery, in fact he spent most of 
his speech in ref ere~ce to this matter 
and since Newfoundland has only two 
months to prepare for this important 
industry, I also . must say a few words 
in connection with this year's fishery. 
In the · Daily News this morning we 
find ari article relating to the essential 
matter .of Fishery supplies, and I think 
it" is one that .has to be considered 
thoroughly by this House at once. 
(Mr. Archibald then read article from 
Daily News). · . 

Now, Mr. Speaker, people may talk 
of the Humber Proposition and other 

1 prospective· industries in Newfound
land. These are all in the ha,i;y and 
distant fut11re. But our codfishery is 
a going concern, and we are absolute
ly dependant on . it. I wish to speak to · · 

I 

the members of the Government and 
the Prime Minister in_ particular, of 
the serio11sness . of the codfishery be
coming defunct. · Upon it Newfound
land depends · ~ror her . livelihood and 
the raisin1g of .loans. If our fishery 
failed and we could not raise new 
loans what would happen to the peo
ple along our _ coast? I am certainly 
glad tliat Newf'<>undland is able to 
raise new loans whenever she re_quires 
them, and I think that anyone · who 
tries to prevent it is not a patriot and 
unwo.rthy to b.e a New-f oundlander. I 
will work with anyone, who will set 
himself to : do his best for Newfound
land and take her out of the hole,. and 
if the codfishery is to be taken up and 
discu·ssed in this House · I· think that it 
should be done thoroughly and in the 
proper manner .. :· .'What we need in this 
House. is commercial brains to put , the 
·fishery business: upon .a sound basis. 
It is up to the Prime. Minister. and the 

members of the Government and' the 
Assembly to prevent any : conditions 
arising under which · the merchants 
might refuse to supply for the coming 
fishery. We only have two months to 
wrt-lr1gle ab10,ut what w'ill be {lone, this 

season and it is time for us · to get 
busy. Last year's effort. did not 
amount to anything and did n.ot bring 
favourable results. The Prime Minis-

. ter will give me the benefit of demon
strating to ·the Government, ' when we 
were discussing this matter last ses
sion, about the seriousness of. dabbling 
with the question of supply. I now 
appeal to the members of the Govern., 
m~~11. t vs the only pow·e·r in the la11d to 
take the matter u.p at once and find 
out why that leading business hous.e 
will . not supply. They simply must 
supply and it is the Government's\ job 
to see that they do. We are dependant 
upon the fishery in every way, and it 

' 

is our. greatest earning power,. The 
Prime Minister will iriform me . if it is 
not . upon the extent of our exports that 
foreign financiers are satisfied to. 
grant us further loans. 

HON. THE PRIME .MINISTER:
The Customs statistics and export re
turns are valuable data in such _mat
ters. 

MR. ARCHIBALD:-Thank you~ I 
know the Prime Minister appreciates 
the reason for which I take up this 
matter. If Newfoundland is depen
{f :ir1t upon the fishery Ito raise l1er 
loans, and the merchants . refuse to 
supply for this year's fishery we will 
soon find ourselves in a very bad posi
tion. I recently spoke to some pf the 
Government · members personally about· 
this matter and I am pleased to say 
that they ag.ree with me. 

If Newfoundland does not prosecute 
the fishery properly this year we are 

' . 

faced with financial ruin, and our peo-
. ' 

p.le, their wives and .children are going 
to. perish with hunger. Ne·wfoundlarid 
sho.uld aim at one and . half million 
quintals of . fish this year, -~nd w~ need 

. . ' 

' 

• 
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that at an average of six dollar~ per 
quintal that will mean $9,000,000, that 
will give you back about $4,500,000 
for revenue and employment. If you 
don't get four millions or four and a 
half n1illion dollars we are on tht! 
verge of ruin. We need the money. I 
shudde·r to think wh·at will happen if 
we do not get what is needed. If. 
Newfoundland does not get $4,000,000 
from the ·fishery this year what can 
you .get money lent on? We have no 
security at all. I want to call the Gov
ernment's attention of approaching the 
fishery su.pp'liers at once, close the 
House for two or three days if neces
~ary to bring this thing about, we must 
do something. Being in this House as 
a represe.ntative of the people is no 
joke ,. it is a trust and a \rery respon- · 
sible one with that. ·why or by w·hat 
authority can you barter away the 
country? It is a serious trust. I am 
not speaking to split the Government, 
I say they are not going to split. I 
want- to impress upon the Government 
that at the earliest possible moment 
they should get hold of the fish mer .. 
chants to supply the people, if not it 
will make no difference whether Wf>', 

have a House of Assembly next year 
or not, because we will all have to be 
fed by missionaries. 

I am not nor do I want to be unduly 
harsh, it is my duty to speak plainly 
and help to pick this country up, and 
I will do it if opportunity comes my 

I 

way. 

The ministers who are away have no 
business to be away. Their place is 
here to look after the duties placed ·in 
their charge by the people. The Hon. 
W. F. Coaker should b·e in. his place as 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 
Whatever we say about him we must 
admit that he does know· something 
about the. fishery . . · In _order ·to be a 
success in , this country we have to 
market oqr fish with financial suc:
cess. ·. What -.. we need ·is· commercial 
brains. Any· school-boy can reason it 

I 

out. It is not a big job but it got to be ·_ 
faced. Unfortunately for Newfound.
land the Government in power has not 
a man who understands the codfishe~y 
in this country. It is fallacy to talk 
about Humber and lumber deals and 
not a word about the fishery and th.e 
conditions of the men wbo· provide thi~ 
cottntry with its largest pqrtion of rev·
enue. The condition of the poor fish
ermen of this country at present is de
plorable. I hope we are not mean 
enough because \\"e have the vote fo r 
four\ yea,rs to say they can go to Hell. 
I am · prepared to off er any suggestions . · · 
to save our fishery business from go
ing to destruction. I have been ac
cused of being too serious · in this 
House. I know the seriousness of this 
vital ·q'uestion. While 'on my feet I in
tend. to speak plainly and appeal to 
every man to do the best he can to 
protect the fishery and get the fisher
men off the coast this summer. You 
should this year get one half of the 
revenue from the fishery. I am not on 
my feet to split the Government or 
bring about a Coalition, I am here fo r 
the good and in the .interest of ~he 

country. I may be in a position s11f
ficiently f ortu·nate to pack my trunk 
and leave the country but . thou_sand·s 
of our poor people in the outports and 

, villages cannot. What is the use of 
fishing gear to thousands of our .fish
ermen without help and supplies to go 
fishin1g and get off the shore? 

Give u.p frivolous · nonsen.s·e a~ 

quibbling and get d~wn to b11siness. . f 
-do not care who does it, wh.eth·er it i~ 
the Government, the Oppos~tion or 

' . ' 

outsiders, but let us do it by and at 
all costs. Don't ·spoil, delay and waste 
time as was done last year, get dowQ 

. ·; ,., ., . . ~ J 

to business, d·o something qf "-·benefi! 
. ' 

and put the fishery on ·a sou,nd basis 
else we are gone. If I were t_he Pr.ime 

I • ~· I • ) 

Minister and could not do it I wotild . ~ . . ' 

' 

get on -my feet · and say I epuld not . 

What are we ·going , to do? · Y.ou ha,,.~ 

. ~-
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your ultimatum. from the merchants of 
Water Street, go· down and meet them. 
· The Evening Advocate heads . an ar
ticle this afternoon as follows :-Ben
nett strikes a snag when he tackles 
the Hon. Minister of Finance, etc. 
Now sir, the man who put that article 
in is only trying to make trouble. The 
Minister of Finance jumped to his feet' 

.. , 

when Bennett by just a slip said $3.00 
inste·ad of $2.20. And also when he 
referred to the question of Canadian 
loans, and the fact that practically all 
Canadian loans were raised in Canada. 
Bennett said that 95o/o of our loans 
w.ere raised outside of the Colony but 
the same thing certainly did not app ly 
to Newfoundland. I see a smile on 
the Speaker's face but it is only a 
false one on the realization of the 
se.riousness of my remarks and their 

I 

vital importance. He knows that what 
I am saying is true. 

The crux of the whole situation is 
the success of the fishery this year. I 
am going to appeal to the older mem
bers of this House at my earliest op
,portunity to help me in this matter. 
There are only two months left, time 
a.nd conditions are pressing. This is 
not a business for the ordinary rank 
and file of the Government but of the , 
leader and those most competent to 
act and · judge. Some of us are very 
yo.ung, and we have to look to the old
er ones to act, and with our "help if 
such be of benefit to the country. A 
great number of us come in her~ for 
experience and we must glean it from 
tt1e participation in debates and the 
act ions of those who are experienced 
i vital questions such as the one we 
are up against at present. The idea 
of the Government to sit dorma.nt, 
dwmb and mute .fs ridiculou1s and dan
gerous to the co·untryr at large and a 
false exercise of their trust. Here .. 
c mes the hon. member for Burin and 

' 

I want to say a few words to him be
,f ore I take . my seat, he is an honest 
and upright fellow and understands 

the situation in which we are at pre
sent placed, and that probably better 
than I do. Mr. Cheesem-an, I want to 
say to you sir, . that I sincerely say l 
do not believe that an innocent young 
man like you believes, as you stated 

· in your speech, that your Government 
1has a surplus. It is pu.rely and so1lely 
a j11ngling of figures. I have nothing 
personally against the Government-

. they are all fine fellows. I left the 
Government not because I have any 
thing against any man, but, because 
you have no policy. You do not be-~ 

lieve what you say. If you1 can get 
a.ny person to work out the cod-fishery 
(business on a sound b1asis for God's 
sake _get him, and get him quickly. 
The time is flying and something got 
to be done within the next few · weeks .. 
I want to tell the members of the Gov-· 
ernment that if they do not fix up the 
codfish business we are gone. Go 
down and meet those fellows on Water 
Street and get down to business. l 
am not making any su1ggestions but 
there are lots of people outside who 
are certainly able to do so. There are 
dozens of fellows in the gallery and 
behind me at present listening to me 
who can give us all the suggestions 
tl1at are necessary for this business. 

Before closing I may say I do not 
want to be misunderstood in slating 

' 

the Government, because I want to 
thank the Government for the help al
ready given, because my people got 
some of it as well as the others, but 

· tl1ey do not ' want relief any more than 
we want to give it, because you and 
they know, sir, that they will have to 
pay doubly for it in ti~e.. I say sir, 
that they are. only .getting it b·y laying 
up a greater· tax for themselves and 
their children and they certainly do · 
not want that. The business men can
not be expected to put their money out 
because they have no surety and do 
not know what returns, if any, the)' 
are going to get. I want something. 
done, and I do not want to see my peo-

• 

• 
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ple, their wives, children and co
patriots starve during the coming win
ter. 

DR. JONES :-Mr. Speaker, I have 
no intention of unduly delaying the 
House, but there are t-wo or three 
paragraphs in the Speech from the 
Throne to which I intend to refer. 

I have pleasure in offerin.g a word 
of con.gratulations to the mover and 
seconder of the Address in Reply. The 
mover is the unelected member for the 
District of Harbor Main, and the elect
ed member for the District of Fogo. I 
have a sort of brotherly feeling for 
Mr. Cheeseman in that he has the 
business of the country at heart. He 
made a very strong and a necessary 
rebuke of his Leader when he said 
there was altogether too much politics 
in our dealing with one another and 

• 
in our conduct ·Of the affairs of the 
country. I agree with him entirely. 
The whole question is whether or not 
we are going to sacrifice the country 
to · political affiliation. 

' 

. As an illustration of what politics is 
doing for us I could refer to the ques
tion of unemployment in the District 
of Harbor Main, and how it is being 
handled. When the :aadger Road o·pen
ed I got a list of men in my District 
who were looking for employment, . and 
day after day I sent out lists of names 
to Major Butler, employment officer, 
and for all . my efforts to get employ
ment for these men I have the unique 
position of not being able to get a 
single pass for Badger, ·De.er Lake, · or 
Bell Island. There were many men in 
my District who did not support the 
Government. Some of these walked 
to town and interviewed Major Butler. 
He would immediately get in touch 

I. 

with a defeated candidate on the 
'phone and enquire whether the men 
were worthy case:s . · The names were 
. actually submitted to the defeated can-, 

didate and culled. Some of these men 
were 1go·in.g back and forth 'froq1 St. 
John's to their home~ a11 · the ·summ~r 

. . .. 

trying to get work to keep their fami
lies from starving. I know ·men in rnv . ~ 

District who have not earned a 10 dol-
lar bill during the past year. How 
they are living I do not know. Some 
of them have large families of -chil- · 
dren. On the other hand I kno,w as 

' 

many as three or four in o·ne family 
who all got work. W.he·n the opening 
of Bell Island came up we soon found 
out that it w:as going to be a repetition· 
of what had been going on all the 
summer. 

After the washouts last Fall I wrote , 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
advising timber be cut totally for re
pair of wharves, etc. Later I sent ,a 
letter to the Colonial Secretary's . Of
fice relative to unemployment on the 
shore and 1got an acknowledgment but 
nothing more. When the first heav)' 
fall of snow came it was practical I.} 
impossible to get about in the District; 
and there was a great deal of sickness 
about and some destitution. I sent a 
message to the Prime Minister to get 
the road opened up. The reply that I 
received from the Prime Minister was 
practically the same as one that the 
Chairman of the Road Board had 
previously ·received from the Board of 
Works Department last ye-ar that same 
conditions applied all over the · country. 
I wired· the Prime Minister again stat .. 
ing that the destitution in ·the District 
had reached an extreme sta:ge, and I 
have not yet received a reply. 

If that is not playing politics right 
through then ·1 do not know what poli
tics is. It is small, miserable politics. 
That sort of play-boy stuff makes both 
the Prime Minister and the Govern
ment small, but it was going ori all the . 
time. I was asked later by the people 
to hold a meeting in the interest of the 
unemployed, but I told the men it 
would be better for them to hold a 
meeting themselves and send a de-

, 

putation to St. John's. I , ~m simply .. 
p·ointing out that it is impossible fo r 

' 
the Government · to do anythfng with-" 

f ,, ., 
' .. 

' - ' 

• 
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out pla:y~ng .. politics. .A delegation 
came out,. to. St . . John's. , They met the 
Prime Minister, and they got some 
money for relief work, and ·they 
brou.ght ,back the news that it wt:1s 
Squires' :plan of . killing Jones. 
, ·Now take the matter of Hospital ad

mittances. , It is impossible to get a 
patient in there. , Recently a letter was 
sent to the medical men asking thern 
to assist Mr. Bartlett in his work as 
he is in full charge of all admit
tances. A fe\\r days later we find a 
man walking in there on a pauper loan 
when others who had been waiting 
much longer could gain no entrance. 
I applied last year for a list of those 
on the Old Age Pensions and was told 
there were five. But the other names 

0 

HON. MINISTER OF JUS'TICE=--
Mr. Speaker, I beg to move the ad"" 
j ournm.ent of the debate till to-mor
row: .. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon .. the Prime Minister, the B~ll en ... 
titled ''An Act respectin,g the Sealfish
ery during the present year'' was read 
a second time, and it was ordered that 

it be re·ferred to a ·Co·mmitte.e of the 
Whole House on to·-morrow. 

HON. THE PRIME . MINISTER:-
' Application was made by the o·wners 

· were held b·ack and after th.e House 

that the sealing ships be permitted to 
leave for the icefields any time after 
8 a.m. on March Sth to kill any . time 
after the 15th and also that no dt1ty 
be put on the skins of this voyage .. 
This Bill a pp.lies only to the fishery for 
this year. The concessions in para
grapl1s 1, 2, and 3 w~re granted. 

I 

' 
closed I · found there were 75. One 
man that .I was interested in was an 
invalid and I asked to have his name 
advanced and Mr. Woods to his credit 
be it said, did so. . But the other day 
it was erased and another put in its 
place. Isn't that playing politics. The 

. man ' who got the pension did not de
serve it. Mr. Cheeseman was right 
wheQ. he said there was too much poli
tics here. The whole country is satu- . 
rated. with it and even the Governor 
was practically made to tell a lie at 
the opening of the House with all the 
attendant pomp and ceremony of the 

• 
occasion. I would like to make an 
amendment · to the Address in Reply, 
as fallows:-

-"We regret thwt Your Excellency 
$hould have·, perh·a.ps un.intentionally, 
left the impres.sion that the reve·nue 
for the :fiec·al y·ear, which ended on the 
ft()th June las~, exceeded the expendi
ture when in fact it was some two or 
three millions o.f dollars sh.ort. We 
think ·it should be m.ade clear to the 
p.oople of the, country that the expendi
·'.~ :, re over revenue was met by appro
t: :i:. ·iation from Surplus Trust Ac.cou.nt.,. 

MR. SINNOTT:-Mr. Speaker, I 
h· ~.ve much pl~asure in seconding the 
aniendment. 

MR. HIGGINS:-The idea is that 
these rules will apply~ . o·nly this year 
and then revert to the former plans. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
I t was felt that · anything that could be 
done should be done in view of the 
.present conditions. The owners dur
ing the last few years have met with 
considerable loss and told the Gov
ernment they might not undertake the 
voyage at all. We felt they should be· 
assisted in e\'ery way possible. This 
Bill applies only to this year and if 
the House is not in session at the 
opening of the voyage next year the · 
Executive may deal with it. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-There is no 
date for closing the voyage. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
No-our ambition was to allow the 
men to get all the seals when and ho\\r 
they could. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en
titled ''An Act to Amend Chapter 75 
of the Consolidated Statutes, entitled 
''Of Sufferers from Marine Disasters'' 
was read a second time, and it was or
dered that it be referred to a Commit
tee of the Whole Hotlse on to-morrow .. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
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lrt moving the second reading I would 
repeat the explanation that it is mere
ly a , :verbal alteration made at the re
quest of the Marine Disasters Commit-
·tee. At present it applies · to any per
son drowned in the waters of the Col
ony while in pursuit of his calling, but 
not to a sportsman say. 

~ 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-What would 
happen if a 'man were drowntid w·hile 
going to Canada for a vessel. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
That would be in pursuit of his calling 
and if a man were drowned while tak
ing a sportsman from one point to an
other it would be the same. The . fram-
ing of the Act was fully considered by 
the Disasters Committee. Applications 
have been made in connection with all 
kinds of drownings and the change 
was requ.ested to show that the victims 
were engaged in their calling. 

MR. HIGGINS :-At present the Bill 
applies to men on foreign voyages and 
I think the Government was right in 
putting in the new clause because if 
the Hon. Prime Minister was lost 
while going abroad for a · loan, he 
would be drowned while engaged in 
his calling as the raising of loans is 
the profession of the Government. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. Minister of Finance, · the Bill en
titled ''An Act to Amend Ch·apter 22 
of the Consolidated Statutes entitled 

l 

''Of the Customs'' was read a second 
time, and it was ordered that it be re
f erred to a Committee · of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. , 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill 
entitled ''An Act for the Protection of 
Neglected, Dependent and Delinquent 
Children'' was read a second time, and 
it was ordered that it be referred to a 
Co1nmittee · of the Whole House on to· 
morro·W. 

·Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of justice, the Bill 
entitled ''An Act to regulate the Im
p·ortation, Manufacture, Sale and ·Use 
ol' Opium and other :Dangerous Drugs'' 

• 

was read a second time, and it was or
dered that it be referred to a Commit
tee of the Whole House on to-morrow. 

Sir M. P. Cashin gave · .notice of 
question .. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjou:rn until 
to-morrow afternqon at thre~ of the 
clock. 

The House then _adjourned accord
ingly. 

WED NBS DAY, March 22nd, 1922. 
The House met at three of the clock 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment . 

Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
MR. WALSH :-Mr. Speaker, I beg 

leave to present a petition from the 
inhabitants of Marquise, Argentia, on 
the subject of a Breakwater. This set
tlement is a very important one ancl 
the road leading from the terminal to 
the breakwater is also important. The 
petition is signed by John McGratr1 
and about thirty others. They ask for 
the sum of $36 to do this work. I trust 
that the Government will see their way · 
clear . to accede to the request of the 
petitioners. 

I 'have· also about twenty other peti
ti6ns on various other matters and 
which I do not propose to present this 
afternoon but will do so later '. on. 
While I am· on my feet I would sug
gest to the Government, that, in view 

• 

of the treatment accorded petitions· by 
previous Governments in the past, 
they appoint a petition committee 
from both sides of the House, if they 
like, to deal with requests that come 
here from the different districts 
throughout the Isl.and from time to 
time, and not, a~ in the pas~, have the 
petitions after they · were formally pre
sented consigned to · the waste paper 
basket. Out of consideration for . the 
immense amount of work that people · 
who are honest enough in their en
deavour to try and improve their local 
facilities go to in getting up petitio~c;; 
and because of the millions of money 
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allocated by this House year after 
year for various public improvements, 

· I trust that the Government will seri
ously consider my suggestion. Yott 
can call the committee what you like ·; 
. but I think such should be appointed 
in these strenuous times through 
which we are passing. I honestly be
lieve that a great deal o.f satisfaction 
will ace.rue generally and a gr·e·at de·al 

• 
of work will be accomplished if my 
.suggestion is acted upon. I hope the 
.several Ministers of the different de
partments will take -seriously this sug
gestion. In the meantime I trust that 
the petition I have just presented from 
the people of Marquise will receive the 
most earne.st consideration of the 
Minister of Public Works. 

MR. SINNOTT:-Mr. Speaker, I 
have much pleasure in giving the 
prayer of the petition my hearty sup
port. 

Notice of Question 
· MR. BENNETT asked Hon. th<-:. 

Minister of Finance and Customs t<) 
lay on the table of the House a copy 
·<Jf all tenders received for the loan of 
Six Million Dollars recently sub
scribed with a copy of all correspon
dence relating thereto ·including copy 
.of letter sent asking for such tender. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
In the· temporary absence of the Min-

• 

iiter ·of Finance and Customs, l woulcl 
.say that all the correspondence is be
ing copied and will be available on to
morrow. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Minister of Public Works if it is cor
rect that during the time he has been 

/ in charge of the Department a series 
of robberies have taken place and that 
carpets, rugs, clocks, furniture., and 
other goods have been stolen, if it is 
correct that even a safe has been 
stolen and, if so to give the weight 
and dimensions of the same, and to 
.say if any arrests have been made in 
connection with these robberies, and if 
not, why not, and if arrests have been 
made what is the result . and to ·give . 

the names of partie.s suspected, and 
whether they have been convicted or 
;not, and if in the cas·e O·f conviction t.he 
sentence or punishment. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
-Tabled reply . 

SIR M. P. CASHIN, asked Hon. the 
Minister of Finance . and Customs 

(a) is it correct that the Govern
ment after the close of the last 
session allowed outport mem
bers a special vote of $250 each 
in addition to the $1,000 grant
ed the1n as a sessional pay, anj 
if so what is the reason there
fo·r; 

(b) is it the ca~e that in spite . of 
the decision at the ·last session to 

reduce the · session allowance 
this year by twenty percent pay
ments are being made to the 
members this year at the full 
figure of $1,000, and if so, what 
is the reason therefor; 

' 
( c) if such is the case is it the in-

tention of the Government to 
pay all civil servants their full 
salaries without the deductionci 
and if not, what is the reason 
for paying Members of the As
sembly, in full and reducin:g the 

~ salaries of others. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-, 

Regarding this matter I will ascertain 
the information and have it for to
morrow. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Minister of Public Works if it is cor
rect that supplies· for his Department 
and for the public institutions are now 
purchased through third ·parties who 
are allowed to form out the orders they 
get and make a , commission thereon, 
that is to say, is it the case that orders 
for dry goods are given to parties who 
are not in . the dry goods business, or
ders for groceries are given to parties 
who · are not in the grocery bu.siness, 
and orders · for other supplies are given 
to people who are not in the line of 
busine·ss embracing such supplies and 
to lay on the ·table -of the · House for 
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inspection the coupons, stubs, or other 
copies of orders issued for supplies 
from his Department from the 1st of 
July last up to date; also does the old
time practice of purchasing goods by 
tender prevail at all in his Department 
now, and if so to what extent, and if 
the new practice has been adopted 
what is the reason for the same. 

MINIST'ER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-The answer to Question No. 4 down 
to ''embracing such Supplies" is in the 
negative. The remainder of the ques
tion is in1possible to answer as it 
would take two men at least a mo·nth 
to gather the information. You may 
come to the Department and go 
through the books personally. The 
last part of . the question does not ap
ply to the purchase of groceries; and 
the abandonment of tenders has · been 
because of the unstability of prices. . 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN :-Is it 
correct tliat all the supplies for the 
Badger Road were ordered through the 
Public Works Department? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
...._That was managed by giving orders 
direct to the merchants on Water St. 
For instance the tobacco was ordered 
direct from the Imperial Tobacco Fac
tory, and hard bread was bought from 
the late Mr. Browning's factory. These 
were sent dire·ct tQ~ the Road and the 
men got the benefit of the wholesale 
prices. I personally supervised the 
placing of all these orders and made 
sure that all prices were wholesale. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN :-Were 
the goods sent out direct to an agent 
of the Government or was Mr. Gregg 
an agent of the Government. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-There was no definite agent appoint
ed, but Mr. Gregg wa~ in charge .of 
the men, and he was assisted by a 
considerable staff. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN :-Were 
goods retailed to the men at cost price. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-Not more than 10% was added to 
cover incidental costs. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN :-Is it 
correct that several people, who were 
not merchants got orders from . .the 
Public Works Department and gave 
them to other firms and made an ad
ditional 10 or 15 per cent for them
selves. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-Only several commission merchants 
got such orders. All the accounts of 
my Department in connection . with the 
Badger Road were audited by the 
Auditor General himself and I was 
congratulated by him upon the busi
ness like manner in which the Depart
ment was managed, and he told me 
that he would embody it in his official 
report. He also said that he had s·een 
nothing as well done in the Public 
Works Department for the past twent,y 
years. Later on several of the Auditor 
·General's staff reviewed the bool{a and 

' 

, they all expressed their satisfaction 
with them. 

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister 

(a) if all Trade or Fish Commis
sioners who were acting in the 
interest of the Newfoundland 
Government or any Department 
thereof, were recalled or dis
missed from office at the end of 
the past fiscal year; 

(b) if any of said Commissioners 
are still retained; to lay on the 

table of · the House a statement 
giving 

( c) services being performed; 
( d) cost of said services; 
( e) names of said Commissioners. 
HON THE PRIME MINISTER :-

The Answer to Question No. 5 (a) is 
yes. (Prime Minister then read cor
respondence from Mr. Bernard, copy 
of which he would lay on the table of 
the House to-morrow). (b) No com-

. missioners are retained by the Gov~ 
ernment (Prime Minister then read 
correspondence, copies of which he 
would lay on the table of the House 
to-morrow). Regarding the other sec
tions of the question I will ascertain 
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the · information and lay it on the table 
of the House as early · as possible. 

DR. JONES asked · the Minister of 
:Public Works to table a copy of re
turns made for expenditure at Chap
el's Cove, Harbor Main, in repairing 
damage done by washouts in Noveni
be.r 1921. 
. MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-I will ask Captain . Bonia to gather 
the particulars and will lay them on 
the table of th·e House to-morrow. 

DR. JONES asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister in the absence of the Minis- · 
ter of Agriculture and Mines, to table 
a statement of all amounts paid as 
compensation for cattle killed by the 
trains · outside the area for which the 
Reid Company is responsible, stating 
amounts paid, aQd to whom paid
during the years 1920 and 1921. 
· HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-

That information is being typed 
viii be tabled this afternoon. . 

and 
' 

MR. HIGGINS asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister 

(a) what · amount was paid by the 
Government towards supplying 
fishermen in Bonne Bay last 
season, to whom paid, and what 
amount was returned to the 
Government; 

(b) what amount was paid per cord 
to the contractors for cuttin.g 
pulp .. wood or pit props at Bonne 
Bay the present winter. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTE~~ 
tabled reply to question No. 8. 

MR. HIGGINS asked Hon. the Min
ister of Public Works, 

(a) to lay on the table of the House 
copies of all correspondence re
garding payme.nt of time scripts 
for work on the Deer Lake Road 
exchanged with Magistrate · Wil- . 

ton• , - . -

(b) what . amoun't was . paid the St. 
Lawrence Company, Lim.i t~d, 
for horses, trucks, etc.; 

. · (c) is any person being paid for 
looking\_ after supplies left in 

Bonne ]3ay from the Deer Lake 
Road; if so, what is pis name} 
and wh-at remuneration is being 
allowed him; 

(d) what amount was realized for 
goods left over from Deer Lake · 
Road which were sold at Bon11e 

' Bay. 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 

-The ans,Ner to question No. 9 
, the course of preparation'. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the 

• • 
lS lfl 

Hon. 
Minister of Finance and Customs to 

. lay on the table of the House a state
ment of the expenditure on account 

' . 
of General Contingency from the 1st 
of J u'ly up to date. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
The accounts are being copied and will 
be ready to-morrow. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. -the 
Prime Minister if it is the intention of 
the Government to bring here auditors 
from the firms of Price, Waterhouse 
& Company, of New York, or any 
other famous firm of auditors, to in-

• 

, quire into the expenditures on the 
''Road-de-Luxe'' so called and into the 
transactions in salt, fish, · etc., now be
ing investigated by a Commission a.p
pointed by th.e Government, and if it 
is not the intention to enga:ge a firm 
of auditors from abroad to inve'stigate· 
these matters, what steps does the 
Government propose to take to ascer
tain the waste and extravagance 
shown to have taken place in connec
tion with the same; and if the Hon. H. 
Brownrigg will be instructed to attend 
to . this matter while at New York. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
-_ The a~swer to that question is in the 

ne.gative. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 

Prime Minister if his attention has 
been called to the evidence· p.resented 
before the Commission inquiring into 
the . fis·h and salt transactions tQ t!Je ... 
effect that .the Hon. W. F. Coaker,, . ' 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, wa~'i 
disclosing . Executive secrets and un-

• 



• 
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dertaking several days in advance of 
the action of the Executive Co.uncil to 
purchase fish at certain figures, giving 
~t s his reason for so doing that he pro-
posed to have Minutes of Council pass
ed later on to ratify this action; and 
further, doe1s the Prime Minister con
sider it was a proper step for the Min
ister of Marine and Fisheries to take · 
to keep this information for only a 
chosen few, friends and supporters of 
hls own, and deny the .great bulk of 
the fish exporting community any 
knowledge of it; and if this matter was 
brought to the notice of the Govern
ment. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
My attention has not been called to 
the matter in question, but I will per
use the evidence at the earliest op
portunity. Regarding the latter por
tion of the que.stion I cannot give any 
information as I was away at the time. 
However I may say that a Minute of 
Council is dated some days after the 
meeting at which the Minute is pass
ed, and the date that it would bear 
would be the date of it$ being assented 
to by the Governor. Therefore the 
Head of a Department might act upon 
a Minute of -Council a few days after 
the Minute was passed and yet a few 
days before the actual date of the 
minute its elf. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of the 
Hon. Minister of Marine : and Fish
eries, to lay on the table of the House 
a statement showing the amount guar
anteed by the Government in regard 
to fishery supplies last Spring, the 
amounts repaid and the total · loss 
which the Colony is likely to sustain. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
The preparation of these particulars 
will take a day or two, but I h_ave ask-

1 

ed Mr.· O'Rielly to get the same ready 
as soon as possible. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of tl\e 

. . 

Hon. · Minister of ·Marine a~d Fisheries, 

to lay on the table 01 ·· the House a. 
statement in connection witlt the pur
chase of fish on Oovern.ment account 
in the aµtumn of l.920, how many car· 
goes were shipped abroad, on what 
vessels they w~re shipped, what eac)J 
cargo cost and what it realized when 
sold; if any of this fish is still unsold ; 
if so is it in cold storage and where, 
and if at more than one place, what 
charges have accumulated in · connec
tion with each partic~lar parcel of 
fish, and when if ever, does the Gov .. 

. -
ernment expect to g,et rid of it; fu:rther · 
is it correct that cargoes or part car:.. 
goes of this fish had to · be thro·wn 

/ ' 

overboard as being unfit for human 
food, if so at what places and what 
quantities. , 

• 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-. 
I have asked Mr. Goodridge to prepare 
this information with all possible de~ 

spatch. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 

Minister of Public Works if Mr. J. F. 
Davey has been employed by his De
partment or by an Employment Com .. 
mittee, in the c~pacity , of Supervis9r \ 
or Inspector of Roads and other work 
being done in St. John's during this · 
Winter for relief work, and if so h,ow .. 
much he is being paid; a,lso if the said 
' J. F. Davey is employed in any other 
capacity by his Department, and if so 
at what work and how m,uch per day , 
week, or month is he paid for each of 
said employments; or if ·he is bein1 
paid by the lump sum what he is re-
ceiving in each case. · · 

MINISTER . OF · PUB.Lie WORKS : 
-The answer to the first ,part of this 
que,stion is that Mr~ Davey is not ·be
ing ' employed by the Public Works De
partment, but by the Ci~iiens Commit
tee and I . understand that , he is giving 

' ' 

his services ·free. Regarding the latter 
portion I · will procure the information 
and table it in a day o·r two. 

HON. THE ·PRIME MINISTER :-
1 may say that Mr. Davey, in conversa~ 

tion with me &ome time. ago stated that 
' 
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he did not propose to accept any re
muneration for:· bis services in or
ganizing relief employment. I told 
him that such an action was neither 
fair to himself nor his family, and that 
he should accept a fair wage for the 
time he was expending. 

MR. BENNETT:-! wish to draw at
tention to the fact that the Address in 
Reply is not on the Order Paper fo r 
to-day. I only mention this beca11se 
it - has not been overlooked. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
There are, Mr. Speaker, certain wel l 
known stage.s and proverbs with which 
we are all familiar and there is one 
that this Hon.· House of Assembly has 
from time immemorial acce.pted whic.h 
is- ''that all Speeches fro.m the Throne 
are bad," and as corollary to that 
there is another ''that each succeeding 
Speech from the Throne is worse tha11 
the preceding one''; and that has bee11 
the· case in thi$ House since its very 
inception. And I have no doubt that in 
the year 2022 the speech handed down 
ia that year will be proportionally 
wors·e than the one we have before us · 
at present. I have sat in the cool 
shades of . opposition and I thought 
then that the Speech from the Throne 
was the worst I had ever heard; and I 
find now that the principle still holds 
gQodj and the Speech then was as bad 
?s i t is now. And Sir Micha.el C~shin, 
·after his past .three Sessions on that 
side of the House will admit that it is 
the duty of His · Maje·sty's Loyal Op
position to prove that each Speech 
f ro'm the Throne · is the worst yet anli 
to ~ttack and denounce it in e.very way 
:trid then- move an amendment to the 
Address in Reply. When I was. Speak
er I was astounded to hear Sir Robert 
Bond attack the Speech from the 
T1'rone and declare that the privileges 
of this had been desecrated, becaus~ 
Sij~ W. D. Reid had offered to present 
a Sanitorium to Newfoundland, and 
that every principle of the House from 

' 

A to- Z had been violated, and that I 

should take steps to restore the rights 
of the House. I give that Mr. Speak
er, as an example of how the Opposi
tion sliould recognise the Speech from . 
the Throne, and to show that it is only 
a P,eg upon which the Opposition may 
hang its coat while it denounces the 
Government, and of course it is the 
duty of the Gover-·nment to grin and 
bear the .attack. The members of the 
Oppo·sition have commented upon the 
Speech from the Throne and as their 
remarks call for criticism from this 
side of the House I wish to say a few 
words in reply. 

) . 
I first want to say that I depreciate 

any personal remarks or attacks upon 
the Governor, and particularly .on such 
an occasion as this. First because the 
Speech is composed by a Minister of 
the Government and the Governor had 
nothing more to do with it than the 
printer who .printed it. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN :-I know . . 
of a governor who interfered with the 
Speech from the Throne and had it 

~ 

changed to suit his likin.g. 
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:

yes, I remember that too; but he did 
11ot stay here very ·long after that oc-
currence, and the hon. mem.be1r was in 
the Hottse at the time and he will ap
preciate how unconstitutional it is con
sidered for a Governor to make any 
alteration in a Speech that has been 
prepared by the Prime Minister. It 
must be remembered that His Excel
lency is not in a position to make any 
reply and that it is unparliamentary to 
blame hirri personally for anything 
whatever in it. The Ministers of the 
Government alone must' be responsible· 
for the Speech from the Throne and 
for everything it c·ontains and in this 
case they do accept responsibility. On 
the other side of the House my hon. 
friends have drawn attention to one 
portion of the Speech that is the cause 
of the amendment. It refers to the 
question of surplu·s. I do. , not think 
that there is anything wrong in~ such. a 



• 

• 

HOUSB OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 91 

statement and because I believe it to 
be correct I propose to vote against 
the amendment. 

Now my hon. friend of the Opposi
tion in his remarks . and criticisms of 
the Speech from the Throne went into 
the question of the so-called Road-de
Luxe. The House will appreciate any 
reference he has made. This Govern.
ment as well as other governments s 
up against the same thing. The Go\'
ernment and this House considered it 
a · duty to build these roads to emplo)' 
the men in need and the vast ar~y of 
unemployed. · It has been done before 
b)r other governments. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Those were 
• gen111ne cases. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
So was this. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-It was not. 
' 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:-
In some c:;tses we were imposed upon, 
and there was not time to do everyM 
thing that might have been necessary 
to h.elp the mo1st needy and genuine 
cases. The cases where people im
posed were few compared with those 
where genuine relief was given. 

The hon. member for Burin, Mr. 
Cheeseman, stated that he looked for
ward . to the time when cold storage 
would be the order of the day and an 
ufdoubted boon to this country. It 
was said by the hon. member from the 
opposition ~hat that was an old ques
tion and was before the Morris ·Gov
ernment for years. Mr. Cheeseman 
had good grounds for doing so. · In 
the district of Fogo there were two 
plants in operation for some years, 
probably they are to-day. I have no 
doubt that if Cold Storages were in 
vogue in Burin and other districts 
along the West Coast the conditions 
would ~be much better there to-day 
than they are. The fishery has been a 
blank there the past two years not be
cause of the fish not being there but 
because of no bait, and I shall soon 
bring · it before this . Hou~e to instal 

them in Burin and other West Coa1"t 
districts and settlements. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-When . wiJl 
that be? When you go back to seek 
re-election? 

HON.,' MINISTER OF JUSTICE:-
1 now come to the member who has so 
harshly slated and · denoijnced · the ., 

Government, Mr. Higgins. , - I think 
that your criticisms of the railw~y 

qt1estion was fair in vie~ of the ser .. 
vice to be obtained from the coastal 
boats. I belonged to the party whicl1 
voted for the . constructi.on of tnc 
Branch Railways. While it was show». 
to the House at that tin1e that the ser
vice would be a beneficial one I do not 
think they were anticipated to be. an 
entire success, and as the Speech from 
tl1e Throne says they will be .consid
ered. It is clear from the report sub
mitted by Mr. Morgan that · as a rail
way in this country it surely and u~
doubte.dly cannot pay and it is there
fore a question for the State. While 
we cannot compare our railways , with 
those of the Canadian Pacific for in
stance, yet there is something to be 
said for it. Because of. the tremend
·O·U,B grades in this country it is O·bvi
ous it cannot pay, because while i11 
Cana1da. the en.gine draws a string of 
40 cars at a profit we in ·this counti;· 
can only draw 10 at a loss. I do not 
wish to detain this House longer · oa 
this question at present because we 
will have a more opportune time later. 

The Bell Island contract mentioned 
by the junior member for · St. John's 
East, Mr. C. J. Fox. He says that it 
is the fa ult of the Government that 
the Bell Island mines are . not working 
to-day. He stated that the Bell Island 
Company had bluffed into . the cot)
tract and when they got it .they shut 
down the mines. I may ~ay · for his 
benefit and the benefit of the House 
that such was not the case. ,,.The con
tract made · between the . Government ,, ' ' . , ' 

and the Bell Islan.d Company .was ~ 

very old .one, , and was .mad~ · with · a 
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''iew of keeping the mines open, and 
after bein.g signed was brought to · this 
House for ratification and the rt re
ferred to a joint committee to consider 
the best course for all concerned. Not 
only were propositions made by th~ 

Company to -the committee but pro
positions were also made by the com:. 
mittee to the Company. The contract 
w.as passed at the request of· the Com
pany, as submitted, rather than have 
it altered and the Company subjectej 
to a more onerous one. Lots o.f things 
mentioned by Mr. Fox were only im
agination and had nothing to do witl1 
the closing down of tlte mines, ·and I 
will read a letter for his information 
to show thltt he is labouring under an 
erroneous idea. (Reads letter). 
, So there are at least one million 

tons of iron ore at Bell Island at the 
present time which cannot be disposed 
of at all. So you see Mr. Speaker, 
they did accept the contract so as a 
more onerous one may not be f oiste1 
upon them. , 

MR. ft I GOINS :_..:..Whose fault was 
that'?-~ 

, HQN. Ml NI STER OP JUSTICE:
If was no particular person's fa ult. 
· MR. HIGGINS:-I say it was. It 
wa Coaker by saying that he would 
tax them $1.00 per ton. e-xtra if they 
did not accept the contract. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
You are wrong, it was before that 
time. 

MR. HIGGINS :-1 know what was 
in their minds at the time . 

. HON. M.JNISTER OF JUSTICE :7 -
Yoti may know what was in their 
minds I don't. Since that time the 
Prime Minister has made arrange
ments fo have the mines opened up , 
And things will undoubtedly move· 
m re smoothly and satisfactory in 
futur . 

M~y last ieference is the point raised 
by· t e I aior member for Harbour 
Grace; Mt. Archibald. He devoted 
. om tim~;e to the o·utlook · and general 

1 

conditions of the country at the pre ... 
sent time We are faced with the 
vital question of unemployment. It is 
really hard to account for the unem
ployed in most countries at present~ 

We are no worse, if as badly off as 
most countries. England with a pop11-
lation of about forty millions has over· 
a million unemployed at the present 
time. The United States have about 
seven millions and this in spite of the 
fact that the United States holds a 
larger portion of ·the world's money 
than any other country. She also made 

• 

more tnoney out of the war than three 
or four J!ations together, and yet she 
has se,·en millions of unemployed. In 
this country we are with a common 
problem confronting the whole world .. 
In England they have been compelled 
to pass an act dealing with exports to 
help out the unemployed. We are not 
able because of the rate of exchange 
and the unstapleness of our markets 
to guarantee the marketing of . our 
fish. Only a few· years ago we had to 
take Rou.manian Bonds for a very 
large ca.rgo of our fish in order to· dis
pose o'f it. The Bonds are payable this 
year. They will be due in May, and 
there is every possibility of them be
ing paid and that will undoubtedly re
lieve some of the distress along Water 
Street.. · 

There have been some letters re
cently in the press calling for co-op
eration in marketing o·ur fish. I have 
not much idea of the co-operation sys
tem,. but, I know that as long as it is 
possible for arty person in. this coun-
tr:y to take our produce and say that 
he can sell it better by a particular 
system than any other person, th~n I 
say let him do so, for after all, our 
main business is the fishery and that 
is the one we should pay the greatest 
attention to. 

The Government stepped in a few 
years ago with the now -famous Fis'1-
ery Regulations, which turned out to 
be a failure. In justice to the flsher-
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men of this country something must 
be done to prevent the shippers send
ing too much fish to the markets at 
one time and cutting one another. 
What can be done to prevent this I do 
not know. The reason many of the 
btt·siness men on Water Street have 
not got the money to-day is because 
they threw it away in competition. 
They do not get enough for the fish to 
pay the fishermen a proper price. - So 
I say the time has come when there 
must be co-operation. We all have 
got to help, artd I tru.st, Mr. Speaker, 
that in facing the situation this sea
son · we will be able to obtain from 
these gentlemen the co-operation that 
they talk about and that is expected 
of them. It is no use feelin·g blue 
about the situation. It is no use losing 
one's head or temper. We have sim
ply got to keep our spirits up, and .to 
laugh and smile when things are 
not going as well as they might. 

' 

Quotes poem: . 
''For the man worth while, is the 

man who can smile, 
When everything goes dead 

wrong.'' 
MR. BENNETT:-Mr. Speaker, in 

rising to support the amendment be
fore doing so I would like to answer 
my hon. friend the Minister of J us
tice in relation to the statement he 
made in his opening remarks about 
any attack on His Excellency th·e Gov ... 
ernor. I think it will be conceded that 
those on this side of the House are as 
loyal as any that are in the House. 
His Excellency was merely the mouth
piece as on all previous occasions. To 
say that there was any expression of 
disloyalty and disrespect we absolute
ly· repudiate the statement. There was 
no such statement or insinuation. We 
said then, and we say now that the 
statement that His Excellency was 

I 

made to make was absolutely errone-
ous, atid our contention has been bor'l 
uut by the honourable Minister of 
Justice this afternoon. La'Wyer like he 

went all around the principal matter, 
but completely evaded the issue in his 
half · hour speech. The explanation 
made by the honourable Minister is · 

. . 
not stra.ightf orward, and is clearly 
meant to deceive the people. When it 
is stated that the finance of this coun
try show a surplus it is stating what 
is an ab3olute falsehood. On the cori
trary we have a deficit O·f 2~ million 
dollars. Fortunately for the .· Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Finance 
we had what is called a Trust Fund, 
money which was left over from the 
previous Government. They politely 
went over to that Trust Fund and took 
a certain amount of money and called 
it a surplus. That is the true positio'l. 
On the heads of those who put the 
mis-statement in the mouth of His 
Excellency let the responsibility rest. 
I don't blame the Prime Minister or 
the Government for the shortage of 
Revenue. We know that there has 
been a contraction of earning power ;1 

but why not tell the people the · truth? 
Why was not that do·ne? I am not un
kind enough to say that it was done · 
with any ulte·rior motive. When the 
loan bill came u·p last year I told the 
Prime Minister he was not asking for 
enough, and he very prudently wen t 
and raised the amount from 4 to 6 mil
lions. But this attempt to pull the 
wool over the eyes of . the people is 
neither creditable nor manly. Tell His 
Majesty's loyal representative that cer
tain statements made in his speech on 
opening day of the House were not 
correct. That would be the right thin.g 
to do. 

I know that this amendment will be 
voted down. There are enough mem
bers on the other side of the House to 
vote it down. I contend that this is 
the most extraordinary happening i.n 
the history of this country, but it is 

• f • 

merely representative of what is hap· 
pening all the time with the extraor
dinarily Government. Last year th~. 
Prime Minister represented fl ve de-
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partments. We had the Minister of 
' \ ' 

Finance here for a few days but to-
day he is gone. Where is the Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries to-day? The 
Minister of Agriculture and Mines is 
in the Upper· House, but his proper 
place is here where he can account for 
the conduct of his Departm.ent. But 
it is all part of the burlesque, and so 
it goes on. There is unrest right 
through the country. Nobody has con
fidence in the Government. The busi • 
n.ess of Water Street is practically 
paralised. The business men don't 
k11ow what they are going to do. There 
is a complete lack of confidence. 
When a business man goes to the Cus
toms House he doesn't know what his 
goods are going to cost him, and no 
one in tl1e Customs can tell him. The, 

' 

ltusiness men are becoming alarmed. 
We all know the result of a meeting 
<tf. business men held a few days ago. 
These men gave out supplies even 
when other Houses fell do·wn, because 
,they know that the returns will not be 
adequate to meet the cost to them. 

.The·- Minister of justice· spoke ju·st 
.now of the Roumanian Bonds, and it 
reminds me of a word I heard a few 
days ago. Does it mean that the New
foundland Government is goin·g to 
guarantee these bonds? The Minister 
Gf Justice doesn't kno·w anything about 
it. He didn't know anything about the 

·i million dollar loan a few days ago. 
The next thing we are going to hear 
of is another guarantee of those 
Roumanian Bonds so that the mer
chants will be able to .give out sup
plies. 

I called attention just now to ab
sence of certain Ministers from the 
House. We have particularly to re
gret the absence of the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries. · He is the one 

I 

man above all others who should be 
occupying his place in the House. But 
there is another official absent from 
his · office to · whom reference must be 
made. I ref er to the Auditor General. 

He is a man who should be sitting on 
the safety valve, and protecting the 
interests of the country, but instead 
he is out in California growing or
anges. The Auditor Gen.eral holds · a 
position unique. There is no person 
who has any control over him, but 
there .can be no doubt that he is put 
out of the way for a purpose which 
might be better not stated. I want to 
draw the attention of the House to the 
position whi.ch he occupies, and for 
that pu·rpose I will ref er to the Con
solidated Statutes, 3rd Series, Cap. 23, 
Sect. 23, as follows: ''The Controller 
and Auditor General shall hold office 

· during good behaviour, but shall be re
movable by the Governor on address 
of the -Le.gislative Council and House 
of Assembly.'' He is appointed by 
the Governor under the Great Seal of 
the Island, and he cannot be removed 
by any person, except on the address 
of both Houses. 

Why were all these safeguards put 
around this man but to give him the 
power to check wrongdoing-or as I 
said, to sit on the safety-valve. I can 
readily appreciate how good it is for 
the Government to have him out of the 
way. Some gentlemen on the other 
side will say there are Mr. Donnelly 
and Mr. O'Brien in the department. 
That's correct, and they are two of
ficials with all the ability required for 
the post. But they were appointed by 
the Governor-in-Council and can be 
removed to-morrow if they disobey or
ders. Is it right that the only man 
who is paid for the work should ·be ab
sent. And I would like that a me
morial should go to His Excellency the 
Governor asking for the recall of Mr. 
Berteau and drawing his attention to 
the fact that he is away without rea
son, not being ill, but is put out of the 
country for some motive which I leave 
to the House to draw its own conclu
sion. The Hon. Minister took occasion 
to try and ·justify the expenditure on . 
public · roads ·by saying "they had to .put 



, 

HOUSE OP ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
' ' 

95 

the starving people to work. I agree 
with him there, but it is no compli
tnent to him that we have such spec
tacles as the Road de Luxe and the 
Badger Road. I quite appreciate the 
·necessity of finding employment as 
work must be found for the people till 
they · can get back to their regular oc
cupations. But don't let us make 
fools of ourselves. There was no ne
cessity for the Road de Luxe extrava
gance. · The road could have been put 
there for $5,000 in a shape to fill all 
requiren1ents. But $30,000 is a monu
n1ental scandal. And then we had the 
spect~cle of those in charge brought 
before the Courts and prosecuted for 
the misappropriation of public monies. 
And in this connection I say the mora.l 
standard raised will go down in his
tory because I cannot see how the 1nan 
who steals thousands can be only fine1j 
and then set free while the one who 
steals a loaf of brea~ for his starving 
children is sent to the Penitentiary. 
If that is the moral standard being 
raised, then God help the people of the 
future. My friend on my right, Mr. 
Higgins, who bro:ught him out by great 
ability, must feel proud of being able 
to so impress the powers that be-he 
really turned them upside do~n. But 
if he had been on the other side he 
w:ould be inside prison bars. But of 
course a lawyer is a lawyer. I remem:
ber last year when discussing the Ad
dress in Reply I made a sta'tement as 
to the Labrador Boundary, which my 
friend the Hon. Minister of justice 
was closely identified with and to 
which he no doubt gave much atten
tion during his happy time in Londor1. 
There is no reference to it in the 
Speech from the Throne this year. As 
I said last year it . will never be settled 
while there is a lawyer in this House. 
I said that in reply to Mr. Targett. 
Do you remember the incident, sir. 

MR. TAR GETT :-Yes, I do. · 

MR. BENNETT :-It may be settled 

in a year or two when Mr. Higgins is 
the Attorney-General. · 

MR. BENNETT:-That's the onl.f 
hope of it being settled; when I am 
Att~rney-General. 

MR. BENNETT :-But · I want to re
f er to the remarks of the · Hon. Minis
ter of Justice as to Mr. Chee~eman.. I 
hope he does not mean to insinuat~ 

that I criticized Mr. Cheeseman whose 
good sense and judgment I admired 
when on finding nothing in the Speech 
f rotn the Throne, he got off to the sub ... 
ject of Cold Storage and made a good . ' 

address. The mention of Cold Stor-
age reminds me that it is a · matter 
that has been up for years. Lord Mor
ris when Prime Minister had it up but 
I do not think it was a success and 

• 

now the Hon . . Minister of Justice is 
going to start one and the next tning 
we will see him bringing in experts to 
go with him to Fortune Bay to try and 
fool the people. But if he tries it there 
.again he will not save his nomination 
but will be put in Cold Storage him
self. Now Mr. Cheeseman I would 
like to say I think you were sincere in 
your intentions. 

MR. CHEESEMAN:-We will have 
a Cold Storage depot this Y.ear without 
the help of the Government. 

MR. BENNETT:-Will it be ready 
to put Mr. Foote in when he returns 
from Genoa. Now the Hon. Minister 
ref erred to the Bell Island contract 
and I would like to say a few words 
on that matter. There are others here 
more competent to deal with it but I · 
wish to say that when it was discussed 
before a Select Committee with Mr. 
Gillis and representatives of the other 
mining company, the only thing we 
were anxious about was . the giving of 

. employment on the Island. The ne~d 
was so urgent that we practically gave 
in and gave them a: contract that . I 
would not have otherwise been a part)' ... 
to. I understand that if they would be 
able to export their ore free every
where they woulcf be able to raise 

' 

• 
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money and the position we took is this. 
. . 

The tax on the ore would be very small 
.compared to the advantages of labor 
because they said they would increase 
their output three times and employ 
5000 men who would therefore bring 
in more in wa.g~s than we could de~ 

rive from the tax. Our idea primarily 
w2.s to relieve distress. We made a 
contract for 20 years but ju.st at the 
very moment that we wanted employ
ment they fell do\vn. 

h1R. TARGETT:-What is the cause 
of the n1ines closing down? -' 

MR. BENNETT:-'! . presume the 
companies cannot sell the Qre. I do 
not find fa ult with the Government in 
this and think Mr. Higgins and the 
Hon. Minister of Justice will agree 
with me, that the Select Committee 
1did its best towards ensuring employ·-
ment. Now it is not my desire to take 
up the time of the House but I would 
like to say that the Hon. Minister is 
wrong in tryinrg to impute to this side, 
disrespect to His Excellency the Gov·
ernor. The Speech from the Throne 
we designated as the deadest thing of 
the kind that ever came before this 
House-last year there were a few 
items in it but we designated it a bar
ren one. This ·. one is only a piece of 
padding and the only part I deplore is 
that the Hon. Prime Minister shoulcl 
see fit to camouflage instead of giving 
the true facts to the people because 

1 the fact is that we have a deficit, and 
a large one, instead of a surplus. I 
trust this condition of things will not 
prevent him iq future from giving 
statements that are clear and above 

' 

board as there is nothing like the 
truth. T·he people are looking for 
straightforward action and I think all . . 
tf1:e other members of the Oppositio11 
will agree with me that we have n·.:> 
intention to il'~mper the Government 
but to give them' all possible assist
ance. We . are .·desirous of seeing .the 
country get ·through . its trials · and 
tribulations and believe she · can be ·, 

L 

brought through by the proper admin
istration of affairs. We have a country 
·well worth savin.g and handing down 
in prosperous condition to the genera
tions to come. · 

MR. HIGGINS :-I had hoped Mr. 
Speaker that some gentlemen of the 

·other side would i oin in· the discussion 
and it is not my intention to speak at 
any length but I would like to· say that 
I think the Hon. Minister of Justice 
h.as missed the point of the proposed 
amendment. I am reminded of it b)' 
my colleague when he stated. the 
position of the Opposition. If expect
ed to give assistance we want all your 
pronouncements and actions stripped 
of all trimmings. The time for 
camouflage is over; it ended with the 
Armistice an-d the vessels are bein1g 
painted in their old-time colours again. 
There is no more need for trimmings • of any kind and there is no occasion 
for the trimming of words to make 
things look what they are not. What 
we want is for the Government to get 
down to work. You have been in power 
three years and have spent some 15 
millions and got nothing to show for 
it but the notorious Road de Luxe, th~ 
Badger Road and the Argentia termin
us which is now frozen up. On the 
other hand the country is asked, with 
that expenditure in front of it to pass 
an Address of the kind you presented. 
It is an insult to us . members of the · 
Opposition, to the people who sent us 
here and to the people of the country 
at large. Now where are the Execu
tive~there is one in En.gland, one in 
Italy, one .in Barb,ados and one. on the 
way abroad. · We want them all here 
-this is the place for them. Your 
conduct in this House is in keeping 
with everything else and I ventured· a 
statement the other night which is cor
rect that you were never together as 
a party except when you were being 
sworn in. An.d you will never be 
heard of again either after this year. 
We on this side have "not .the least , in .. 
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tention of showing disrespect to His 
Excellency the Governor by mo,vin,g 
the amendment and it is only to point 
out that the words in the Speech inti
mating that e.verything is rosy do not 
mean what they say, do not describe 
the real condition of affairs. Is that • 

an insult? It is an honour I say. As 
my colleague pointed out the moving 
of this amendment does more credit to 
us than to pass the Speech. The pub
lic now know that there is really a de
ficit and that your revenue and expen
diture did not · balance. The Hon. 

" 
Prime Minister, whose speech it real-
ly is should cease practicing deception 
and the public ought to be enlighten
ed. And the only defence offered by 
the Hon. Minister of Justice, the .of
ficial spokesm.an of the Government, 
is th~t the statement is critically cor
rect. I agree that it is critically cor
rect to say the expenditure and rev
enue were within the estimate and to 
say that the Surplus Trust is a little 
better than last year but the point we 
make is that such a statement going 
abroad would lead people to think that 
there is really a surplus when it has 
only been arrived at by the j Ug,gling 
of the funds. It is also ''critically cor
rect'' to say we have an Executive but 
we have no such thing, its members 
are scattered to the four winds of 
Heaven. It is critically correct to say 
that we have a Minister of Fisheries 
but he did not see his office these two 
years. It is ''critically correct'' to say 
we have a Prime Minister elected at 
the polls but he only got his appoint
ment when the real leader fell down :,i. 

few weeks ago and delivered over his 
followers. It is ''critically correct'' to 
say we have no Humber propositio11 
but if the Prime Minister were outside 
this House I would call him some
thing-here I can only say he is jug
gling with the facts. We have no 
Humber proposition but it is ''critical
ly correct" to say that Hon. Minister 
of Fisheries had to fly because he was 

thrown down on that deal. It i~ 

''critically correct'' that last year the 
Hon. Prime Minister denounced the 
Reids in all the moods and tenses and 
then turned round and gave them f 
millions. It is ''critically correct'' fo r 
the Hon. Minister of Finance to sa:y 
that he was against the Reids but in 
his Executive position he voted them 
that money. I am surprised at the 
Hon. Minister of justice putting for
ward that def ence-''it is criticall'' 

~ 

correct.'' It is ''critically correct'' that 
we have ~esponsible Government but 
it exists in name only. It is ''critical
ly correct'' to say we have a House of 
ft"'ssembly but it is only in appearance. 
Up to a short time ago it was conduct
ed in the F.P.U. Convention in Port 
Union. And when the man from 
Brazil sends in a wireless his cro.w·d 

' 
~ votes one way, and when the other 

man cracks his whip the dog team fol
lo\\'S in the same direction. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-Mr. Speaker, I take exception to that 
statement-we are not quite dogs yet. 

MR. HIGGINS:-Now yott are not 
in it-the others are the do·g , team. As 
I said the other night when the man 
from Brazil sends in a wireless yo11 
vote accordingly and when the oth·.:r 
cracks his whip the dog team f ollowe. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-Mr. Speaker, I protest. 

MR. HIGGINS:-Now, Mr. Mini~

ter, if you will keep your place yo11 
will get out of this trouble a lot bet
ter. I have great respect for you sir; 
but if you ' butt in where your col-

l leagu·es have sense enough not to, _you 
will only get into trouble. The expres
sion ''dog team'' reminds me sir, that 
not long since ·you and your leader 
and the ·rest of your colleagues were 

I 

continually fighting, shrieking . and . 
even weeping about a section of the 
people. whom you called tti~ ''under
dogs.'' The under dog is always the ·
worst off, that is why we sympathize 
with him. And that ie the troublt! 
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with the whole business. While you've 
been having your dogf alls, the under
do .. gs have been fleeced to the tune of 
fifteen millions of ·dollars. I shall ac- · 
commodate the Minister of Works if 

· he wants something to worry about. 
It was strange if he is so altogether 
·blameless, that he should sign payroll 
a~ correct and allow the money to be 
paid out of his department when r1e 
know nothing at all about it. That 
was critically correct too, b11t the peo ::. 
ple have to suffer for it. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS : 
-I signed only four payrolls an'j 
these were correct. 

MR. HIGGINS:-You signed enough. 
Now I'll give you something else th a ~ 

was critictJlv correct. Was it critical-,, 

ly corre,ct for you who was suppose ,_i 
to have control and knowledge of a ll 
the affairs of your department to have 

· things done and monies paid out of · 
· which you knew nothing, altho it is 

.}'OU \vho must be responsible to th is 
House for everything that is done t1n

der your d·epartment? If the hon. 
gentleman persists, I am quite pre
pared to treat him to an intere~tfng 

e.ssay on undercto·gs and tl1eir cham
pions of the past but as the gentleman 
most concerned in that is not here, we 
might as well let it go. I want to 
point out, however, that · despite the 
brilliant use of words in the Speech 
from the Throne, the surprising thing 
occurs that the only defence they ·can 
make now of this attempt to decei,re 
the peo:ple both inside and outside of 
the House is that the words are criti,_ .. 
ally correct. It is critically correct 
too, I suppose, for the Prime Minister 
to make it appear in the same Speech 
that he is paying attention to the rail
v1ay problem that has been in, slings 
the past two or three years. It is 
critically correct to say that th.e rail
way problem is receiving close atten
t ion when the fa.ct is that the thing 
b.as . ·been allowed to struggle along at 

, tl1e cost of millions to the Colony and 

the problem is yet to be tackled. Next 
session when the·y come in here witl1 · 
nothing whatever done they will tell 
us that their words were critically 
correct. 

·Just one other word with re,gard t~ 
the Bell Island contract before I take 
my seat. I want to endorse what Mr. 
Bennett has said in this connection so 
that there may be no misunderstand
ing. The result of. that coniract has 
been no surprise to us. My opinion 
was that , the companies hoped to shave 
th ings a bit I believe that their 
real position was that they feared they / 
would be taxed higher if they did not 
agree to sign up. The impression was 
that when the contract was rati
fied they were going on with opera·· 
tions at Bell Island and the Opposition 
does not want i.t thought that the fact 
of their not doing so is attributed by · 
them to any lack of effort on the part 
of the Go,rernment. 

There is one other point that per
haps it is not necessary for me to lab-
011r. The Minister of J u1stice gets up 
and says we ha\~e attacked the Gov
ernor. 'fhat, of course, is absurd. 
The Governor could ·only close the 
Hot1se last session when asked to do 
so by the Prime Minister and only at 
the hour that the Prime Minister 
named. We (only express regret that 
the Governor should be made to uttc·r 
statements that are not correct and t 
was merely to point out to him that 
this had been done that the amend-
111ent to the Address in Reply has been 
proposed. · 

Pursuant to notice and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain Res0-
l11tions respecting the raisin:g of a 
loan on the credit of the Colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair o.f Com

mittee. 
l\'lr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Mr. Chairman from the Committee. 

• 
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~reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 

' . 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime 
Minister, the Bill entitled ''An Act for 
the Disposal of Surplus funds colle.ct
cd for Hospital Cots'' was introduced 
and read a first time, and it was or
dered that it be read a second time on 
t o-morrow. 

Hon. Minister of Justice gave no
tice that he would on to-morrow ask 
lea,re to introduce a Bill to Amend the 
Law Society .~ct. 

· On motion the debate on the Ad
dress in Reply was adjourned until to
morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on otion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself .. into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider the Bill entitled 
''An Act respecting the Sealfishery 
during the present year." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, and had pass
ed the . Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, ·and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time ·on 
to-morrow. 

Pu·rsuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Hou.se 
re.solved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to · co.nsider the Bill entitled 
''An Act to Amend Chapter 75 of the 
Consolidated Statutes, entitled ''Of 
Sufferers from Marine . Disasters." 

. Mr. Speaker left the . Chair. 
Mr. Hibos took the Chair of Com-

mittee- ~· 
•' .. . ,. . : 

~· . \ 

Mr. Speaker resttmed th~ Chair. 
·The Chairman ·from the Committee 

reported that they had considered ·the 
matter to them ref erred, and had pass
ed the Bill without amendment. 

' 

On motion this report was received . 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read . a third time on 
to-morrow .. 

Pursu~1nt to order and on motion of 
Hon. the P.rime Minister, tbe House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider the Bill entitled 
''An Act to amend Chapter 22 of the 
Consolidated Statutes, entitled ''of the 
Customs.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the Cl:iair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
• 

Mr. Speaker resumed . th.e Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, and. had pass·
ed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was received, 
and adopted, and it was ordered tha t 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
to,-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and 011 motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en.~ 

titled ''An Act for the Enco\lragement 
of Shipbuilding'' was read a second 
tin1e, and it was ordered that it be re
f erred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. ·· 

The remain.ing Orders of the Day 
were def erred. 

Mr. Bennett gave notice of que,stion. 
Mr. Vinnicombe gave notice . of ques-

tion. . 
It was moved and seconded that 

when the House rises, it adjourn until 
to-morrow afternoon, at three of the 
clock. 

The House adjourned acco~dingly. , 

THURSDAY, March 23rd, .1922. 
The House ·met at three of. the clo.ck 

' . : . 
in the afternoon, pursuant t.~ adjourn-
ment. . . . . .1 , 

HON-i. M'INISTER OF .JUSTICE:~-· . ' . 
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On behalf of the Member for Carbon:. 
ear, the Hon. Mr. Penney, I beg leave 
to present a petition from the resi
dents of Carbon~ar for a grant to 
build a road. 

· MR. HIGGINS gave Notice of Ques ... 
ti on. 

HON. MINISTER OF .JUSTIC.C 
asked le&ve to introduce a Bill to 
amend the Law Society Act. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister if the Government has pur- · 
chased or ordered a second edition of 
l)r. H. M. Mosdell's hand-book on 
Newfoundland, and if so, how many 
copies, and at what price, if Dr. Mos
dell has been paid any amount , for re
writing or revisin.g this · second editio11 
and if so what amount; what is the 
total number of both editions, if a sec
ond has been purchased or ordered 
from Dr. Mosdell, what is the total 
price for all of these co·pies and what 
is the total price paid him for his ser
vices in writing or compiling the 
same; also,. has the Government pur
chased or ordered from Dr. MosdelJ 
any copies of a booklet en ti tied ''Five 
Thousanci1 Facts About Newfound
land,'' if so, ho.w many and at what 
price per copy; has the Government 
paid Dr. Mosdell any amount in addi-

. I 

tion to this for co.mpiling the said 
pamphlet and if so what amount; also, 
has the Government purchased or or
dered from Dr. Mosdell any copies of 
a publication entitled ''Notable Events 
in .Newfoundland,'' and if so, how 
n\any and at what price per copy, and 
has he been paid, or is he to be paid 
a:ny sum for- compiling the said publi
cation and if so, what amount. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-
• 

This information will be prepa~ed this 
afte.moo• .. 

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister to table a statement 
dtowing tile amount paid daily and 

.eeJcly papers for the publishing of 
the . debates of both branches of the 
Legislatiye for the session of 1921. 

MR. BENNETT asked Hort. the 
Prin1e Minister in the absence of Hon. 
the Minister of Finance and Customs 
to table a statement showing the 
a.mount collected as duties on Wines,. 
Spirits and other alcoholic liquors 
during the fiscal year ended j une 30th. 
1921, and also for the 6rst ei1ght 
months of the current year 1921-1922. 

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister to table a complete 
statement of the accounts of the In· 
ternal Commission for the session of 
the Legislative 1921. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-I 
flnd a Memorandum ·on my desk from 
Mr. Keating tellin.g me that the an·· 
swers to questions 2, 3 and 4 will be 
prepared in a day or two. 

MR. VINNICOMBE asked the Min
ister of Public Works if Mr. Pearce is1 

Purchasing Agent for the Department; 
if so didhe purchase the potatoes and. 
turnips for the Public Institutions 
from October 1st, 1921, to date; if not,. 
why not; and who did buy the same 
for the Institutions. 

MINISTER OF PUB'LIC WORKS:-
Tabled reply to question No. 5. 

MR. VINNICOMBE asked the Min
ister of Public Works to give the 
names of the different persons and 
their place of residence, who received 
orders for potatoes and turnips to l:>e 
delivered to the various Public Institu
tions from October 1921 to date. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
Mr. Speaker, I am informed that the 
reply to this question will take a con
siderable time to prepare as the orders 
are distributed amongst some 400 dif
ferent persons. If the hon. gentleman 
called at the Department he may in
spect the files. 

MR. VINNICOMBE:-Cannot you 
furnish the names of the people to 
whom orders were issued. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
There are probably 400 n·ames dealing 
chiefly in five barrel lots. The placing 
of these orders was ha~dled by Mr~ 
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l-latris and myself- as in every other that the said Bill be read a second 
vear. 
"' 

MR. VINNI COMBE :-I think that . 
these orders were handled by Mr. 
liibbs, Mr. Salter and yourself. I was 
in yo,ur office when you were giving 
out the orders, and you distributed 
quite a number on the recommenda
tion of these gentlemen. 

MINISTER · OF · PUBLIC WORKS:-
Mr. Salter is a member of the Board 
of Public Works and Mr. Hibbs onl}' 
submitted a list of people to whom he 
asked that orders be supplied. 

MR. VINNICOMBE :-Why . should 
Mr. Hibbs be there and why should 
the people he mentioned, living · in 
Fo1go and in Hr. Main Districts, be 
given orders to bring turnips and po
tatoes from those districts when the 
people around St. John's could als<) 
supply them and even quicker. When 
Mr. Higgins and myself · s'ent in 01.1r 

lists they were turned down. , Now I 
certaiqly think that the people living 
around the city districts should be 
given a share of these orders, instead 
of bringing them from Fogo and like 
places. 

.MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
Mr. Speaker, I do not think there 
should be any quibbling about the 
placing of the orders for a few barrels 
of potatoes. I may tell the hon. gen
tleman that I try td do my best in dis
tributing the orders and that -it is v.ery 
hard to place them evenly. For every 
order for a .barrel of potatoes there are 
more than ten applicants. 

MR. VINNICOMBE:-1 asked ou a 
question and you replied that Mr. 
Harris and yourself superintended the 
placing o~ the orders, but I know that 
Mr. Hibbs and Mr. Salter made the 
selection for you. 

Pursuant to notice and. leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. tl)e Minis .. 
ter of Justice, the Bill to amend the 
Law Society Act was introduced and 
read a· first time, and it was ord'ered 

time on to-morrow. 
Pursuant to order and on motion of 

Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en- ! 

titled ''An Act respecting the Sealfish
ery during the present ye~r'' was read 
a third time and passed, and it was 
ordered that it be engrossed, being en
title1d as above, and that it be sent to 
the Le1gislative Council with a message 
requesting the concurrence of that 
body in its p·rovisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en
titled ''An Act to Amend Chapter 75 
of the Consolidated Statutes, · entitled 
''Of Sufferers from Marine Disasters'' 
\\'as read a third time a.nd passed, and 
it was ordered that it be engro·ssed, 
being entitled as above, and that it be 
.sent to the Le,gislative Council with ·a 

' 

message requesting the concurrence of 
that body in its provisions. 

Pttrsuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en
titled ''An Ac.t to Amend Chapter 22 
of the Consolidated Statutes entitled 
''Of the Customs'' was read a third . ' 

time and passed, and it was ordered 
· that it be engrossed, being entitled as 

above, and that it be sent to the Leg
islative Council with a message re
questing the concurrence of that body 
in its provisions. 

Debate on Address in Reply. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Mr. Speaker, 

I have just a few words to add to the 
debate on the amendment. On yester
day afternoon the Attorney General, 
the Hon. W. R. Warren, rose in hi3 
place as the first speaker from the 

·Government side of the House. He 
' . 

told us that all speeches from the 
' 

Throne were bad, and that it was the 
I 

bounden duty ·of the Opposition to 
prove that they were bad. Not being 
a lawyer I do not profess to be a de
bater but the attempt made by the At
torney General was notoriously bad. 
He is usually very good and his de·· 
bates are fair and contain something. 

.. .~ . ...... .. 
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He got up here yesterday, and know- Mr. Speaker? Now you heard the 
ing that he had no case he twisted his Minister of Justice yesterda·y, and he 
words so as to cover the defects of the was very weak, I never heard hi111 
Government and its policy. I say that weaker. He puts up a lame e11.c11se 
the Speech from the Throne was bad by saying that the Governor was not 
and the worst ever handed down. The responsible for the Speech ·from the 
words and figures were juggled so as Tl1rone, and when I told him that 
to mislead in the question of expendi- governors have in the past put para
ture. When it was brought down the graphs in speeches ·from the Throne, 
mover and seconder, knowing it was he told me that that governor was not 
bad, yet congratulated the Govern- here very long after he did it. I say 
ment on the surplus. We were all th8.t he v1as here three years. It '"' was 
wondering last year where the Gov- Governor Morris. You tried to cover 
ernment was going to get the $3,000,- up your tracks by the Speech from the 
000 for last year. The Prime Minis- Throne this year. You said that the 
ter in his bud,get last year, delivered Ministers of the Crown took the re
on May 25th, 1921, came down and ,sponsibility. Does any common-sense . 

I 

estimated for us as follows: ( Qu·otes man think that? Do you really be-
f rom the ·budget). lieve any person is going to believe 

Then he went o.n and pointed out that? Do you think the Governor is 
the expenditure, and· estimated the going to stand for that? The Minis
expenditure to be $11,171,121.00. What ters of the Crown take all the respon-. ' 
he really meant to say was he collect- sibility, yes, they are at present able 
ed $8,000,000.00 ;ind spent $11,600,- to take any responsibility to save their 
000.00 and took from the surplus fund fat salaries. Even the Minister 1f 
at the Bank of Montreal the sum of Justice yesterday had to run along on 
$3,000,000.00 to make up the deficit. Cold Storage stuff, he could not keep 
That ·~was a statement of his account to the Speech from the Throne hitn
in May 1921. He is short now about self. You said yesterday that cold 
$2,500,000.00 at least. That may not "' storage would be a great boon and 
be all, because those figures are , and blessing to the West Coast. One y.ear 
can be very deceiving. We want to you said there was no fish and plenty 
point out the falsehood handed to this of bait, the next year there was plenty . 
House on March 14th, 1922. Some fish ·and no bait. Last year on the 
people were alarmed as to where the West Coast there was a good fishery 
surplt1s came from, others · were de- and especially the Bank fishery, it be
lighted to have a surplus, but the}' ing about the best on record, but there 
were deceived. They did not know were ·no cold storage plants. r Yott 
that they had no surplus; they were never seem to think or speak of cold 
fooled by the juggling of figures b)' storage after you are elected, it is onl)· 
the Prime Minister. Mr. Cheeseman, when you are anticipating · going back 
you were deceived and you did not to a district to seek re-election. 
know but that you had a surplus. , During the · last elections you ridi
( Quotes Speech from the Throne, culed the Minister of Marine an~i 

paragraphs 2, 3, and 4.) Fisheries Department. You even went 
Now you want to cock your ear and so far as to say it was only a. second

see why those statements were put in rate department when it should be the 
that form~ The Prime Minister says most important · first-class departme·nt 
there was a surplus in 1921 when ·he among them all. 'What have you done 
actually had a defi·cit of more than two to . it? Is it a first-class department· 
and a half millions. Is not that ri,ght: now? Here is what you said in. your 

I 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 103 

Manifesto. (Reads from the 1919 
.Manifesto of Sir R. A. Squires). 

There are your promises of three 
· years ago. Now what have you ·done? 

The Fishery Department is worse than 
ever, in fact it is the very worst de
partment in the whole · Governme,nt. 
You put Mr. Coaker in as Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries. Did he improve 
on it? What did you do? Is it a 
first-class department to-day? . Here 
is . wl1at happened: the Minister of 
·Marine a·nd Fisheries took charge and 
he used it purely and solely for his 
O\vn purposes. You, sir, ran away. 
He, as Minister of Marine and Fish
eries, took charge of the catch of fish 
and he sent out his o.wn company's 
fish in preference to all the other ex
porters. 

Do you want me to tell you the 
Penn)r story we heard so much about 
in this House last year? That "Story 
is too well known a.nd too scandalous 
to bear repetition. You . have dis
graced the very department you prom
ised to reform and turn into a first-, 

class one. When you come here and 
tell us you are carrying out what you 
told the people you were goin·g to do, 
you are deceiving yourself and fool
ing the people who electe·d you. The 
department is a scandal. Coaker has 
not set a foot in the department since 
this House closed last year. It 's 
more like an Irish .wake than anything 
else. . If you go in there all you can 
.see is old m.en sitting around with 
long pipes and chatting about what 
happened fifty years ago. Why, you 
can hardly get in the place for tobac
co smoke and cigarette fog. What has 
happened? Why, Coaker has left ·the 
country and he has left you too. I am 
no .prophet but you must give me cred
it for telling him on the floor of. this 
House last year that he would be · ab
sent this year .. when the House was in 
session. Tell us as a fact some of the 
things you have accomplished. You 
made those promises to innocent peo-

ple and you have not carried one . of 
them out. Do you mean to say that 
the Marine and Fisheries Department 
is a credit to anyone? I say it is .fl. 

disgrace to any person. You had the 
best men in· it turned out to satisfy 
your own personal and political 
whims. You turned out Mr. Good
ridge for instance. Is that the way 
you sho·w the improvements yot1 are 
making or have 111ade. in the depart
ment? I agree that it is or at least 
should be the most up-to-date depart
ment in the ·Colony, but you have done 
nothing for it. · Now I undertake this 
afternoon to tell you why the grep.t 
Mr. Coaker is not in this House to
day. . (Reads from The Evening Advo
cate of December 2nd, 1921.) ,. 

This is another manifesto, the great 
President's address ~at the opening of 
the F.P. U. Convention in Decen1ber 
1921. He starts by saying the .fisher
men lost $3.00 or $4.00 per quintal on 
fish last year because the Fish Regu
lations were taken off the Statute 
Book. What do you think of that for 
a tale? The men who took off the 

• 
Regulations were the Prime Minister 
and his Government, and then they 
hand tl1is out to the fishermen of the 
North and say that taking off the· 
Re·gulations meant a loss of from 3 to 
4 dollars a quintal on· their fish. Is 
that logic? What has happened dur
ing the past year shows that taking 
off the Fishery Regulations had noth
ing at all to do with reducing the price ' 
of fish. Supply and demand are the 
factors which determine the price of 
fish, and the fish markets are demor
alized as all the markets are. The 
price of cod fish has got ·to come back 
to where it was before the war, just 
as the price of molasses has got to 
come back. You have got to come 
back to five and six dollar fish. You 
say you believe in the Fishery Regu
lati~ns,-the Prime Minister said • that 
last year right here in this Ho.use,-.. 
and still you take · them off, and the 

• 
• 
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itshermen lose from three to four dol
lars a quintal on their fish. That is 
the kind of bluff you are handing out 
lo the people of this country to-day. 

The fish situation will not right it
aelf until the merchants on Water 
Street stop speculation. Some of them 
made big money and they lost big 
money. It's like a man playing a 
game of cards, he keeps on playing 
even when he knows he's losing. Some 
ihipped as much as 30,000 quintals of 
fish last season. If the market goes 
up everything is alright, but if the 
market goes down the agent on the 
other side simply wires his principal 
that he cannot realize and the prin
cipal has got to stand the loss. Three 
or four months ago fish had to sell at 
30 shillings, but to-day it is selling .at 
50 shillings. · If the fish has been held 
•ver here it would have meant reason
able profits for the shippers. This 
ftsh situation, Mr. Speaker, has got to 
right itself. · Can Newfoundland do it 
any better than Canada? They have a 
population of almost 9 million·s there, 
and we have about a quarter rof a mi.I
lion, and they have no regulations. 

Now I am not going to tire the 
House, except to read a paragraph or 
two from this missin.g man's speech. 
This man can't be found to-day when 
the House is open. (Reads from 
Coaker's speech). ''At our last con
vention we were resolved to petition 
the House .... '' 

But if the tax-payers of the Colon)' 
have to pay that money and also pay 
the present rate of taxation and the 
revenue of the future, there is trouble 
ahead for somebody. The Hon. Min
ister of Justice has intimated that the 
right thing to do would be to cut of 
the branch railways. He mocked at 
the building of the Fortune Bay 
branch as being a line from no place 
to no place. That line was put there 
by .the Morris Government but you 
llave not built a single mile. If you 
are going to cut off these lines you 

• 

ought to give us your programme for 
the future. If you have such confi
dence in the mineral, p11lp, and water 
resources that you talked so much 
about last year, what are you going to 
do without these roads? And then 
the Minister who introduced the mat
ter has gone away· and we are told by 
the Hon. Prime Minister that there is 
no Humber proposition. With all this 
wonderful material at hand and the 
great fu.ture that you are looking to 
you haven't done anything but talk of 
the Opposition juggling with words. 
Now just imagine this from the Hon. 
Prime Minister who 2% years ago, 
according to his Manifesto here, said 
the people were groaning then under 
taxation. What are they doing to-day, 

\ ' 

-have they been ,delivered. (Quotes 
Manifesto). 

Well now, if the Hon. Prime Minis
ter will get a look in at St. Peter I 

I 

think he will be allowed to enter 
Heaven because he can put up such a 
case that he would deceive the saint 
himself and would be inside before 
St. Peter realized he had such a slip
pery customer to deal . with. He told 
that to the people and then spent 16 
millions in 20 years. And then he 
gets up here and cannot hand out any 
programme of what he is going to do. 
The people .were groaning under the 
debt of $40 per head and they must be 
yelling now when it has gone up to 
$220. He says in the Manifesto ''I 
propose a reor.ganization of the tariff 
etc.'' Now what is the history of that? 
Messrs Gosse and Jones-you are 
fishermen. Instead of any reduction, 
last year you put a duty on oil and 
kerosene oil barrels coming into the 
country which formerly wer.e free. It ,,. 

was done to ·suit a corpor~tion. No-
body knew what it was for-people 
were guessin,g but could not give the 
proof. To-day you cannot buy an oil 
barrel in the city. (Quotes Mani
festo). 

Now what does it mean by that? 
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The Tariff has not been touched as far 
as a revision is concerned but the 
duties have been increased by 50o/o 
and in some cases nearly lOOo/o. Isn't 
that right. •Hon. Minister of J u.stice. 
You p,ut a duty on everything that is 
used by the fishermen and when their 
representatives .got in power they 
totally for got the underdogs. To-day 
you are voting and drawing fat sal
aries for yourselves besides the pick
ings which are just as fat and which 
were described by a politician of the 
past as ''robbings.'' The Hon. Prime 
Minister was goin,g to reorganize the 
Customs Departme.nt because a man 
in .the Upper House made a charge 
against another there that he should 
pay up the bonds he owed to the 
amount of $50,000. But the latter is 
the very kind of man that supported 
him so that he could .go and take out 
his goods from bond and sell then1 
without paying any of the duty or 
taxes .on them. That charge was made 
in the Upper House and it was made 
by me too and I can name the man 
concerned. He gave a donation to 

. / 

your party fund. That's the reasot). he 
went free when I and. the resf of the 
public had to pay our duties. And that 
kind of thing is still going on to-day. 
There is a qua ter of a million dollars 
in bonds that are not paid up to this 
day. And still the fishermen have t'J 

' pay ort their oil and barrels. And this 
Speech is the kind of trash we are 
listening to and the people are asked 
to swallow. (Quotes Manifesto). 

Now what have the fishermen to do 
with that? What are they afraid of 
in the Custom House that they don't 
want the people to see. This clause 
is only put there: to bait the fishermen 
of the Colony. We heard from the 
Hon. Minister of justice yesterday
he did not put it in these exact words 
and I hope he will pardon me· if I mis
quote him-but he held out that one 
and a quarter million in Roumanian 
Bonds would be forthcoming in May. 

To discuss these bonds it would be 
necessary to go through the whole 
fishery question. This Ro·umania·n 
business will bear me out in what l 
said this afternoon. Now what hap.., 
pened 3 % years ago. A cargo of fish 
worth 10 millions was shipped f ron1 

. here on consignment and when it ar
rived at Italy or Greece, its port of dis-

'· 

charge, it was f ourtd to be unsaleable .. 
Now remember that this fish was . pur
chased by speculators on Water Street . 
or outside, that is by merchants in Hr. 
Grace, Port Union or .various other 
places. They took the cargo on con
signment and when it arrived on the 

' 
other side there was too much fish 
there · and the prospective purchasers 
would not _touch it. ,Now all-or BOo/o 
of those who are listening to me
know that fish i$ a lJerishable article 
and that in a hot country it . will de
teriorate· qu,ickly. It was knocking / 
about in a hot climate for about two 

, 

months and became greasy, slimy and 
bad. . Finally it was brought on to 
Roumania and a man from Water St. 
was sent and ·got clear of it at a fairly 
good price but had to take bonds. 

l 

They had no money with which to pa_y. 
Now that is all right because the car
go · belonged to men from Water St. 
and others around th-e Island who had 
bought it on speculation. To make 
the best of a bad bargain they had to 
sell it to · the Rouman~ans and take in 
return bonds-the same as we tak~ 

for our money. The merchants then 
came back with the bonds. I was 
Minister of Finance at the time and · 
they then approached the Government 
to . ca$h the bonds. They had bo,ught 
and shipped the fish on speculation 
and couldn't get cash. They came to , 
the ·Government with the 1 ~ million 
bonds-the whole sto·ry has been told 
before in the House-and it looked as 
if we would have to pay the 1 ~- mil
lons. Once they got the money we 
could only have Rotimania to look to 

• ' 

and if they had not the cash we could 

• 

I 
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not get i,t. The arrangements were 
about completed when it was put to 
me as MJnister of Finance and I · re
fused to pay it. I failed to see why I 
should be put in such a position as 
Finance Minister and why the people's 
money should be given out to reim
burse a crowd of speculators. If the 
latter had made money on the trans
action they wouldn't share with tl1e 
people would they? Now they are 
whining because they cannot get the 
money and it has been hinted · here 
that they are going to be given it . 
That would be the craziest act of a} l 
the crazy a.cts of this Government and 
I hope they will not be mad eno11gh 
for that. Why should the countr~/ 

have to pay th.ese speculators? V/he:1 
that fish \\'as shipped tl1e market was 
dropping from the price of . $ l6 a q tl. 
and it is dropping now and the bonds 
are still unpaid. And I understand 
that Water St. is now putting it to the 
Government that if the . bonds are paid 
they will see as to supplying for th is 
y·ear's ~shery. Isn't tl1at a lovely po3 i
tion? I for one wi~2 denounce such a 
thing while ever there is a br-cath ·,n 
my body. A year and a half ago the 
Hon. Minister of Justice came back 
here from England and said he had a 
great proposition as to oil boring on 
the West Coast. He wanted to give 
the people interested all kinds of con
cessions and to have every other pros
pector or miner barred out. If this 
were done, he said, wealthy c·apitalists 
would come here. A monopoly wa·~ 

given to him-and the capitalists are 
not here yet, and won't be. There is 
nothing in the Speech from the Throne 
this session about this promised great 
industry. Is it another coal proposi~· 

tion like that of last year? I take it 
that not on·e of these fakirs will ever 
come here again. 

We hear of such about twice 
every year-they have · been com
ing every year since I have been in 
t11is House-they are like the caplin 

school. We have them he.re about 
April or May and they are going home 
again in June or July after the mos
quitoes arrive. But now, Mr. Speaker. 
when we come to take the serious. side 

• 

of it and ask where Newfoundland is 
going to get off, and where ·our f11ture 
people are going to get off~ nobody 
has answered or attempted to answer 
that 1qt1estion in this House yet .. . . 
Neither the Hon. Prime Minister, the 
Hon. Minister of justice nor anyone 
else has answered it. There is no in- · 
dication that we are moving in , the 
right direction; there is nothing but a 

' ' 

black eye e\rerywhere you look. You 
inay be successful in the raising of 
loans all right but what justification 
does the Hon. Prime Minister gi.ve
that it is only to employ some but let 
the others starve. Isn't that truly sur
prising? Would you be surprised to 
kn~w that , a man who narrowly 
~scaped jail a few years .a,go is again 
in charge of the sno·w shovellers on 
relief work. Is that right or decent .. 
I make the statement and am ready to 
prove it. And there are men on the 
works who have been running around 

• 
town in their motor cars. What must 
be thought by decent people when they 
see such a man as the one I ref er to· 
employed again over relief gangs. Is 
it a reward from the Government for 
dishonesty? Look at the Minister of 
Works who has in his employ a man 
who only a few years ago was con-
demned and fined for robbing the· 
chest. . What have you to say to that, . 

• sir. 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-- , 

Will you give me his name? 
SIR M. P. CASHIN :-1 won-'t telI 

I 

you his name--you know well enoug:h 
whom I mean but you don't kn.ow your 
business. 
. MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
! didn't employ him-it was the Citi
zens' Committee. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-The Citizens' 
Committee-who are they? You are 



\ 

. . 
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in charge or are supposed to be in 
charge of the Works Department. Why 
don't you assert your position and tell 
the Hon. Prime Minister you will not 
be dictated to as to whom you will en
gage. Go ask Inspector-General 
H t1tchings for that n1an)s name and 

I made plenty money before I came 
here. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Now let us 
not for get the other side of the que!-
tion. Th.e position is that the man 
who robs a lot of bonds gets away with 
i ~ ·b11t the other who steals a loaf of .. 

he will send a detective and give you bread goes to jail. 
J . 

a full report about him. You are just He · admits that Canada has every-
as much a criminal as he is, to be tak.- thing that we have in abundance. 
ing $5000 a year and not doing your Now there is the proposition hand-
duty. eel o·ut to the people of the North, 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-- about 40,000 of our population. It is 
Mr. Speaker, I challenge the spealcer handed out by their chief. It was to 
to prove I. am not doing my duty as come ·before the Legislature this ses'." 
well as any man who was ever in t11e sion. Now what has happened? Will 
office. sorne gentleman tell you? That is 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-I tell you to 11anded out to the North Mr. Jennings 
go and ask Inspector Hutchings and and Capt~ Jones. Then your chief 
he will give you the report to-morrow. came up to the Prime Minister with 
Do you want me .to go down and ar- this proposition. He has a proposition 
rest the ma11 on Water St. I do not that he says would mean work for 10,
c~are personally whom yot1 employ. 000 men. What has happened to it? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-- 1'11e Minister is gone, and the other 
It seems you care a lot. - man connected with it, as far as we 

SIR· M. P. CASHIN :-That's all know, is the Minister of justice, and 
right-you are nice and handy for the he tells us that all speeches are wrong. 
string pulling. But the Prime Minister went out of 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS;-·- his way on opening day to say that 
you were never pulled by one? there was no such proposition as the 

1 H u1nber proposition. Why did he do 
SIR M. P. CASHIN :-I would never that. He did it because the brokers 

trouble to pull one for you-it is as \\7ere down here and they held the pis
easy to capture you as it is to catch a tol to his ear, and he had to say it was· 
gull. Now do stay quiet. I remember dropped. Why did not the Minister 
you a few years ago when you were resign. There is a rumour that he did 
on this side of the House breaking up resign, he and another gentleman, a 
the desks in your agitation as to the member of the Executive. and the 
prosecution of all wrong doers, b11t Prime Minister told them to put their 
now you are quiet because you are resignation in writing. They went out 
drawing $5,000 a year and the pick- and considered it, and they came back 
ings. Out of that you are saving $4,- and said ''I beg your pardon sir,'' later 
999 and will go . out of this House- we wilj J.give it to you in the jugular 
which will · be shortly---one of the rich- vein.'' I wonder if the Minister of 
est men who .were ever here and the Justice will get up and give us an ex
Government will be able to get a loan planation of this matter. The Minister 
from you instead of going abroad for of Marine and Fisheries says that 
it. Before you came here you were there is work there for 10,000 men. 
earning about $300 a year. I don't Why did not the Minister then put it 
blame you for getting ahead a bit. · up to the House? He put it up to his 

•' 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:--· 12 hirelings that hold ... seats in this 
, l. ·. • ' 

, 

• 
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House at his will, and they were all 
afraid that they were going to lose 
their fat jobs if they objected. They 
were perfectly willing to consider the 
people as long as it didn't mean any
thing to themselves, but when they 
saw. that there was a possibility of 
their losing their fat salaries they 
. quickly gave up thinking about the 
''underdogs.'' Now hpw long are the 
people going to stand for this kind of 
thine:. I can stand it all right, but can 
the people stand it. There are hun
dreds of men being handed out hun
dreds of dollars in pauper relief who 
have bank accounts. Loans are being 
raised to satisfy political healers. The 
loan ·of last year is gone. Here is a 
Government in power only 2 ~ years 
and they have spent 16 millions of 
dollars over the revenue. What have 

. . 

we to show for it? What have we to 
look back to? I ask you, Mr. Speaker~ 
as a common sense man, when is the 
remedy for such wanton extravagance 
g6ing to come before this House. 
There is not the slightest hope in any
thing that is mentioned in the Speech 
from the Throne. 

The Minister of Justice talked abot\t 
cold storage yesterday, and I am sure 
there is nothing in Newf oundla.nd that 
I have. so little interest in as he has ia 
c.old storage. The Minister will not 
talk about it again until he goes back 

,.to Portune Bay, if he ever goes back. 
I don't believe the people will allow 
him around Cape Race. The Railroad, 
yott say, can't pay. I know it doesn't 
pa,y. The lighthouse on Cape Spear 
doesn't pay, but you have got to have 
if. But what did the Prime Minister 
say about the railroad and the Reic!s 
only 2% years ago? Li~ten while ! 
read some of it to you. (Reads) ''The 
Reid -system consists . . . .'' 

On the back of that you tabled a re
port by Mr. Morgan. He put in al
mosf a ye-ar here, and he has given the 
" 
lie to everything the Prime Minister 
~ay·s- in hts manifesto. He tells you in 

. effect that you don't know 'what you · 
are talking about when you mention 
the Reid Newfoundland Company. You 
were going to do everything to the 
Reids and up to the present you have 
given them five and six millions of 
dollars. You say that you are keep
ing a close eye on them, but you say 
that only for the electorate. That is 
merely mud throwing with which yo11 
hope to blind the people. The truth is 
you have done nothing to bring the 
Reids to account. 

The people who sent yo-u here gave 
you credit for some intelligence, yet 
there are all sorts of scandals · going 
on in your department and you know 
nothing of them. Why, there are men 
who drive motor cars getting work 
now at snow shovelling and still others 
who have been convicted and fined on 
criminal charges acting as foremen on 
this relief work, placed by you or your 
department in charge of honest men .. 
I'll go further and _ make the charge to 
the Minister of Justice, and I'll go 
still further than that and make it to 

' 

the Prime Minister, yo·ur boss.. The 
Government ought to be ashamed of 
themselves and as sure as you are 
sitting there this evening, retribution 
is coming. All these things are noth
ing to me but while I am here I will 
do my duty. You spent fifteen or 

\ 
twenty thousand dollars to get expert 
auditors down here to see if you could 
get anythin.g on me and made fools of 
yourselves. But I am still at large .. 
You went about that in the dead of' the 
night, in the dirtiest way you ·could 
think of, but it is all coming back on 
)'Ourselves now. Chickens, you know, 
are bound to come home to· roost . . 

I must congratulate the Government 
on being able to raise another loan. I ... 
have to congratulate the p·eople as well 
as myself that the Country is still in 
the posjtion to be able to borrow 
money, but how long is that going to 
continue. The Government made an 
effort to show that the revenue of the 

• 

I 

I 

" 
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pa~t year had been able to meet ex
penditure but the revenue has dropped 
as we knew it should drop because 
values have gone down and now the 
interest on our public debt is as much 
as the revenue was in 1911. When 
writing the Speech from the Throne 

' you should have told us of that fact. 
It has got to come to an end soon and 
it is just as well the people knew · the 
worst. Perhaps some of us may not 
be here when the crash does come, bttt 
what of those who are to ,come after 
us. How many of us consider that? 
There is no doubt of the truth of what 
the Prime Minister has said about the 
present being one of the darkest times 
in the history of Newfoundland. Go 

• 

along Water Street, go down on any of 
• • 

the wharfs or into the stores and you 
will find no business doing. Surely, 
it is incumbent upon the Government, 
then, to make ·some move to get things 
going. If you cannot .do it get out and 
leave the' job to some one who can. 
All you are doing is waiting for some
thing to. turn up but if the merchants 
do not supply where will you be? Are 
you . going to close· the House in April 
before we know whether the people 
are going to get supplies? Are you 
going to run away before the people 
h\ive a chance of laying1 their case be
fore you? The man who was goin·g to 
revolutionize the Country has run 
away. He was going to revolutionize 
the Country all right but he never put 
a decent proposition before this House 
tn an attempt to do it. He tried to do' 
something here this year that might 
have been some assistance to the peo
ple but you turned it down and now 
the one-time friends of the underdogs 
are lined up behind the Prime Minis
ter·. 

Now, what are you going to do 
about the fishery for the comin.g year? 
I don't see you calling the Board of 
Trade together to discuss the matter 
with them. You might tell us it is not 
your place to do~ that but I say it is 

I 
• 

your duty to do it. The price of .fish . 
is going to be down again this year. 
My prediction last year was that . fish 
prices would be six dollars for Lahr.a.:. 
dor and seven and eight for Shore and 
I think you'll admit that I was not. far 
out. I make the prediction to-day that 
the price the coming season will be 
four dollars for Labrador and six dol
lars for Shore and I ask you again · 
what are you going to do about it? If 
the catch is a million and a quarter 
quintals the total exports will not 
amount to more than eight million 
dollars and where are you going to get 
your Revenue? You have to get it off 
the trade and if you can't get Revenue 
you'll have to raise another loan. Per
haps it seems unkind to keep harping· 
on this 'kind of thing day after day but . 
th·e situation has to be ·faced and while 
I am here I am going to say what I 
know and let the peoplb be the judges 
as to whether I am right or wrong. 

Now, Mr. Spe·aker, I think I h'ave 
said enough on the Speech from the 
Throne. I don't think that there . is 
any doubt in the minds of those who 
have heard the debate that this is a 
document of deceit. I am prepared 
now to take my seat and wait till the 
next legislation is brought down; there . 
is nothing before the House now b.ut 
the Loan Bill and that will not take 
much time to discuss. 

If I have said hard things this even
ing, I hope they will be taken in the 
spirit in which they were meant. It is 
my nature to say bluntly ·what I have 
to say, and if my words will have the 
effect of doing some measure of good 
for the people and the country, I shall 
have had my reward. Up to the pre
sent, everything has been sacrificed to 
political motives; it is a game of poli
tics right along and the country is for
gotten. The whole. story is a sad one 
and I cannot tell it in an afternoon 
nor a day. When one considers such 

· things as have been going on in the 
Public Works Dept. and in the Fish-

' -· ... ~· . ~-
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eries Department, it is hard to k110\V 
where it is going to end. 

Last year thirty or forty 
thousand quintals of fish were bo,ught 
·with the people's money and there 
were never any returns for it. Some 
of it was sold, some more was sent 

. across to be put in cold storage or 
thrown overboard because -it was rot
ten a.nd the rest of it was left in the 
stores here. There was no account 
sales for it and still nobody seemed to 
trouble about it. If the fish that was 
sent to market were mine I would be 
looking for the account sales by the 
return r:Jail, but not so with this. Some 
of it is still in Tessier's store ·and the 
balance in Oporto and the the me11 
who perpetrated this thing appoints a 
com~ission to inquire into it and calls 
it a Royal Commission. The commis
sion will probably report after the 
House closes. It was the same thing 
with the salt pool. A cargo of salt 
went to Port Union where some of it 
was to have been landed but it turned 
out that it was all discharged there 
and the~re h~s never been any account 
or returns made for the balance of it. 
These are the things that the Country 
wants to hear about and I could sit 
here all the afternoon and listen to 
tr1e story of these transactions. I 
could sit all day and listen to the 
Prime Minister outline his railway 
policy to the House or hear the Min
ister of Justice tell how he put ·tl1e 
Humber proposition up to the Govern
ment. I trust now .that we are done 
with the kind of clap-trap we have 
been given in 1 the Speech from the 
Throne and that we will _get do,wn to 
.something common-sense with a vie\v 
to doing what is possible for the 
future of the Country. 

Upon the Amendment of Dr. Jones 
• 

to the motion for adoption of the Re-
port of the Select Committee on the 
Address in Reply, - being put, the 
House . divided, when there appeared 
in its favor: I 

Sir M. P. Cashin, Mr. Bennett, Mr. 
' 

Hig1gins, Mr. Vinnicombe, Mr. Jones> 
Mr. Moore, Mr. Walsh, Mr. Sinnott. 
( 8) ;· and against it: . 

Prime Minister, Minister of Justice, 
' 

Minister of Education, Minister of 
Education, Minister of Posts and Tele
graphs, Minister _of Public Works, 
Minister of Shipping,. Mr. LeGrow, 
Mr. Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Cheese
man, Mr. Hibbs, Mr. Gosse, Mr. Scam
mell, l\t1r. Targett, Mr. Guppy, Mr. 
Jones, Mr. Samson, ( 17) ; so it passed 
in the negative. 

Whereupon the motion for the adop
tion of the report was put, when there 
appeared in its favor: 

Prime Minister, Minister of Justice, 
Minister of Education, Minister of , 

Posts and Telegraphs, Minister of 
Pubiic Works, Minister of Shipping, 
Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Winsor, 
Mr. · Cheeseman, Mr. ·Hibbs, Mr. 
Gosse, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Targett, 
l\1r. Gt1ppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson, 
( 17) ; and against it: 

Sir M. P. C'ashin, Mr. Bennett, Mr. 
Higgins, Mr. Vinnicombe, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Moore, 1\1r. Walsh, Mr. Sinnott, 
( 8) ; so it passed in the affirmative 
and was ordered accordingly. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
House resolved itself into a · Commit
tee of the Whole . to consider the Bill 
entitled ''An Act fo.r the Protection of 
Neglected, Dependent and Delinquent 
Children.''· 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Mr. Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, and had pass
ed the Bill without amendment . 

. On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
to-morro1w. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
\ 

• 

I 
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· Hon. the Minister of · justice, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to consider the · Bill 
entitled ''An Act to regulate the Im
portation, Manufacture,. Sale and Use 
of Opium ·and other Dangerous 
Dru.gs.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs. took the Chair of Com

mittee .. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Mr. Chairman - from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
inatter to them ref erred, and had pass
ed the Bill \Vithout amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
to-morrow. 

Pursu·ant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the · Ministe·r of Justice, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee Qf ---the Whole to consider the Bill 
entitled ''An Act for the Encourage-
1nent of Shipbuilding.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the . Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
HJ)N. THE PRIME MINISTER :

Mr. Chairman, this Bill provides a 
bounty for vessels ·between twenty arid 
fifty tons that are built, completer1. 
and ready for sea. 

MR. HIGGINS :-Has the Gu''ern
ment l;>een .given any understanding 
that this Act ·was going to be passed. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTEf'( ~ 

Last Autumn when the question of 
labour became very acute it ·was ne
cessary to have people employed in 
some of the northern constituencies 
and as it was found that there \\"ere 
quite a number of unemployed men 
suitable for this class of work, the 
Government, upon representations be
ing made by the different northern 
sections, decided to encourage the 
bounty on shipbuilding further and so 
that vessels between twenty and fifty 
tons would be entitled to the bot111 y. 
This would also, it was thought~ en·· 

courage the Western boat and the 
other smaller boats that would be suit- . 
able for the northern fishery. The . 
average Western boat is about 25 
tons I understand and the Northern 
boat between 40 arid 50 tons, that is 
those that prosecute the fishery at 
present. Advantage must be taken of 
this Act up to July of next year when 
it goes out of existence; but no ves.sel, 
even if she has left the stocks, can 
a vai I of this Act, unless she has bee11 
completed and ready for sea. " 

1V1R. WALSH :-Mr. Chairman, I 
think that this is a move in the right 
direction and I am very glad to give it 
rt1)' hearty support. In the meantime 
I am sorry that it does not go far 
enough. I have in mind a number of 
\Ve.stern boats that will not be able to 
receive the bounty, as outlined in the 
Bill, but, which for general purposes 
are jt1st as good as newly built boats. 
The ones that I ref er to are now un
dergoing thorou,gh overhauling and 
complete repairs; and in connection 
with the very subject now under dis-

• 

cr.1ssion we have had time and again 
quite a number of requests from Tre
passey, Placentia and St. Mary's Bays 
where Western boats are being oper
ated. The O\vners of these boats 
could not afford to build new ones en.
ti rely, but are 1giving them 11 the re
pairs that are necessary. I would sug
gest that the Bill be so amended so as 
to give the repaire~ boats say half the 
bount)r that is given to new ones. The 
repaired boats after they come off the -stocks are good for ten years service, 
so I hope that something will be done 
along the · lines I have indicated. On 
a former occasion, owing to bad times, ' 
the Wes tern boats did not get an op
portunity of participating in the con
cessions that were given to the en
couragement of shipbuilding, the own-
ers having to . put their boats under re
pairs becat1se they could not afford to 
build new ones. I dare say that in 
many other Bays North and · South 
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there are boats being repaired also 
owing to the _inability of the owners to 
build new ones and which I think 
should come under this Act too. I 
gladly support the general principle of 
this Bill and I hope that something 
will be done along the lines I . have 
sug.gested. 

HON. THE PR.IME MINISTER :
Mr. Chai~man, the question of repairs, 
as referred to by the hon. member for 

' 

Placentia and St. Mary~s, was brought 
to my attention by some members of 
the Government party several weeks 
ago. The question is one of import-

"3.nce and well worthy of consideration 
1in vie\\? of the fact that so many con· 
stituencies are effected by this Bill. 
We discussed the matter· as ·a party 
and after a considerable amount of 
debate and consideration it was · d ~
cided that, in order to give a bonus 
for repairs, . the most feasible way 

' 

would be to introduce a special bill, 
rather than have a complication of 
shipbuilding bonuses occur. The policy . 
of this present Act now in the course 
of debate- is the outcome of a specific 
policy laid down by previotts adminis
trations, the idea being to develop our 
fisheries the building of additional 
vessels was necessary, but it was t3 
e.ncourage the turning out of new ves
sels rather than to e'ncou1rage the re-: 
pairs of old ones. And the only rea
son why this present chan.ge is made 
i& -in the special interest of the smaller 
&chooner which has largely gone out 
of existence. A small schooner is an 
asset both to the Northern and West
ern fishery. This change will encour
age the building of smaller boats as 
well as provide no small amount of 
employment in those sections. 

When the question of bonus for re
paired vessels was being discussed a 
series of complications arose, per-
haps, chiefly among which is a clause 
in the insurance policy stating that 
the insurance company would have a 
r·ight to repairs. The ref ore, the ques-

• 

tion of a bonus for repaired vessels 
would be entirely distinct from the 
newly built vessel. However, I would 
be very happy to discuss the matter 
witl1 the . Hon. member for Placentia 
and St. Mary's and to . put him in 
touch with members of the Govern
ment party so as he could get their 
views on the matter. At the same 
time there are major difficulties that 
would arise which would have to be 
carefully considered. 

MR. GOSSE :-Mr. Chairman, I 
have listened to the remarks of the 
Prime Minister and the hon. member . 
for Placentia regarding the question 
of giving a bounty for repairs of a 
vessel. I . might say that members of 
the Government party have talked this 
matter over already; and I claim that 
a schooner with . a hard wood bottom 
with her anchor, chains and sails in 
good condition but worn out at the top 
sides can b\e rebuilt from the water 
line up out of our own material, 
whether spruce, 1 fir or juniper and 
when )repairs are finished proper!~,: 
that old schooner is as good as my 
fri~nd Captain J one.s can produce in 
:Notre Dame Bay when he builds one 
fro1n keel to gunwhale. Therefore. I 
support the suggestion of Mr. Walsh 
because I think and I know that many 
a man cannot afford to build a new 
schooner but who can afford to repair 
her and make her just as good and as 
staunch as a new one. I repaired my 
own schooner, which is 92 tons, in 
1917, costing about $3,000. Then I 
)vould not sell her for $10,000 as tor..-
nage was high; to-day, 'Yhen tonnage 
is low in price, and I would not let 
her ' go for $6,000. Of course I know 

• • 
that it is very difficult for the Gov-
e.t11ment to · bring in a clause in this 
Act to satisfy the men who are re
building schooners, but I think a sep· 
arate Bill could be brou.ght in grant
ing a bonus for the re·-building of ves
sels. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

·- -' 

I 
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Mr. Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered th~ 
matter t_o them ref erred, and had 
passed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered thci.t 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en
ti tled ''An Act for the Disposal of 

I 

Surplus funds collected for Hospital 
Cots'' was read a second time, and it 
was ordered that it be referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House o,n 
to-morrow. 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow move the 
House into a Committee of the \Vhole 

, to consider certain Resolutions on the 
subject of War Pensions. 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow move the 
1-IotJse into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider certain Resolutions in -amendment of the Act. Geo. V. Cap. 6, 

' . 

entitled ''An Act to confirm a contract 
between the Government and the St. 
Lawren9e Timber, Pulp and Steamship 
Co., Ltd.'' 

Mr; Bennett gave notice of question. 
It was mo,red and seconded that 

when the House rises it adjourn until 
' 

to-morrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly. ---

FRIDAY, March 24th, 1922. 
The Hous·e met at three of the clock 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. . 

"Vl.r. Moore gave notice of question. 
Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of 

question. . 
Hon. the Prime Minister gave no

tice that he would on to-morrow move ' 
that St;tpply be granted to His Majesty. 

Hon. the Prime Minister •gave no
tice that he would on Wednesday next 
move the House into Committee of the 
whole on Supply. 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would on Friday next move the 
House into Committee of the Whole 
on Ways and Means. 

The Prime Minister laid upon the 
table of the House a statement in an
swer to question 14, on the Order pa
per of Wednesday March the 22nd. 

Answer to question No, 13 Orde r 
paper of Wednesday, March 22nd. 

· SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of the 
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish
eries, to lay on the tab.le of the House 
a statement showing the amount guar
anteed by the Government in re·gard to 
fishery supplies last Spring, tl1e 
amounts repaid and the total loss 
which is likely to sustain. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
The total amount guaranteed by the 
Government -was $462,000.00. Of this 
sum about $10,000.00 represented can -
celled guarantees. There are refunds 
outstanding to the amount of about 
$16,000.00. It would appear that out 
of the sum guaranteed by the Govern
ment of $462,000.00 there will be a 
total loss of about $420,000.00. 

Pursuant to notice and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of justice, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to consider certain 
Resolutions in Amendment of the Act 
11 Geo. V. Cap 6 entitled ''An Act to 
Confirm a Contract between the Gov
ernment and the St. Lawrence Timber. 
Pulp and Steamship Co., Ltd.'' · 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

, 

Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the . Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported 'that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, had passed 
the Resolutions, and recommended 
that a Bill be introdu.ced to give efiect 
to the same. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and the Bill entitled ''An 
Act to Amend the Act 11 Geo. V. Cao ,_ 
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6 entitled ''An Act to Confirm a Con
t ract Between the Government and 
the St. Lawrence Timber, Pulp and 
Steamship Company,. Limited,'' was 
introduced and read a first time, an <.1 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
read a second time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill 
entitled ''An Act for the Protection of 
Neglected, Dependent . and . Delip.quen t 
Children'' was read a third tin1e and 
passed, and it was ordered that it be . 
engrossed, being entitled as above, 
and that it be sent to the Legislati·ve 
Council with a message requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro-

• • v1s1ons. 
Pursuant to order and on motion .Jf 1 

Hon . . the Minist7r of Justice, the Bill 
entitled ''An Act to re.gulate the Im
portation, Manufacture, Sale and Use 
of Opium and other ·oangerous 
Drugs'' was read a third time and 
passed, and it was ordered that it be 
engrossed, being entitled · as above, 
and that it be sent to the Legislative 
Co11ncl'I with a message requesting 
the concurrence of that body in its 
provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime . Minister, the Bill en
titled ''An Act for the Encouragement 
of Shipbuilding'' was read a third 
time and passed, a.nd it · was ordered 
that it be engrossed, being entitled as 
above, and that it be sent to the Leg
islative Council with a message re
questing the concurrence of that body 
in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider the Bill entitled 
"An Act for the Disposal of Surplus 
Funds collected for Hospital Cots.'' 

Mr. Speake.r left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

ro [ttee. 
Mr. Spe·aker resumed the Chair. 
The· Chairman from the Committee 

• 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, and had pass
ed the Bill with some amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Justice, a Bill ' 
entitled ''An Act to Amend the Law 
Society Acts,'' was read a second time~ 

and it was ordered that it be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House 
on to-morrow. 

Second Reading of Bill to Amend 
the Law Society Act. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
The mea11in,g of t~is is, that a la V:l 

stµdent at present going under articles 
usually does so for a term of 5 years 
but if he pass certain examinations he 
is excused a year and is further ex
cused a preliminary exam. The idea 

• 

is that the same privilege be given to 
those passing the Senior Associate of 
the Council of Higher Education. 

I 

MR. HIGGINS :-I have great plea-
sure in secondin.g the Bill.. I may say 
that one way I was one of the first to 
break the rules of the Law Society. I 
want to explain the justification fo r 
the , measure. When: I set out to be
corr1e a ·lawyer in 1904, after working 
at Reids the conditions as the Hon .. 
Minister of Justice stated, were that I 
had to have the London Matric. and 
Latin. But in St. Patrick's Schools 
we had not been allowed to go in for 
Latin. I was the only one there who 
had taken the Associate Grade but · 
that would not .allow me to enter for 
law and I took it upon myself and 
ranged around among the Law Bench
ers and had the rule altered as·. to 
Latin. But I had to put in the full 5 
years. Men were handicapped in not 
being able to take the Matric but as 
the lawyers will understand, it would 
be better for them to have a good com
mercial education than the Matric., 
for the general practice in Newfoun.d-

I 
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land. I think this proposed change is 
perfectly just and is bringing the 
recognition of com1nercial training to 
its place. It is unjust to · debar men 
from the profession through their not 
havin,g the Matric. and have great 
pleasure in supporting this amend
ment as it is, really a case of the law 
X1eaching out to_ h~lp democracy. The 
profession has always been looked on 
as a close corporation and I am glad 
to see that it is reaching out to help 
the son of the poor man who is going 
in for it. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
I wish to table the reply to questio11 
7 of the 20th as to the cutting of pulp 

I 

wood, etc. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN:-
( 1) I give notice of question. 
(2) I give notice of qu.estion. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER • -• 

Mr. Speaker, I beg to move the ad
journment of the House till Monday. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
Mr. Speaker, on the motion to · adjourn 
I would like to refer to the " charge 
made against me yesterday by the 
Leader of the Opposition and also to 
the charges by the Press~ For months 
past I ~ave been selected as a par
ticular target by the morning paper
The Daily News-and I want to say in 
this connection that never at any time 
has a representative of that paper in
terviewed or consulted me in connec
tion with this . relief work, apparently 
depending on the muck rake system 
for getting their news. Perhaps that 
accounts for the kind of news it con
tained. One thing that struck me in 
this connection was why one particu
lar toad was selected as the cause . of 

' 

attack and no other. It appears to me 
that there is only one conclusion to 
arrive at and that is that there is 
dirty, slimy politics at the bottom of . 
it all. I am not def ending certain 
things in connection with that road 
and will refer to them later. , · But I 
have heard hints about a certain in-

• 

stitution in the Summer of 1919 when 
The News might have got a real 
scandal but it never saw the light of 
day as far as that paper is concerned. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-What would 
you call a real scandal? 

. MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
One of the things I would call a real 
sca.ndal would be a certain gentleman 
having his constituents feeding at an 
institution for months. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Was it · the 
Lunatic Asylum? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
11 won't answer, and you can call me a 
coward if you like. What about the 
expenditure on a road that I had noth
ing whatever to do with. I ref er to 
the Golf A venue road that cost $12,-
000 for simply turnin1g the dirt and 
leaving it there-:-and the Government 
'had nothing to do with it. There was 
nothing in The News as to men on 

· that road taking the handles out of 
their picks to play games with or 
sleeping in '" the sheds in the neighbor
hood by the dozen. 

MR. VINNICOMBE :-It did not 
cost $12,000-$8,000 would be nearer 
the mark. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
That is the cost submitted to me. Why 
I ref er to that is because it was said 
that I neglected my work but I have , 
yet to find that any Minister ever per
sonally . supervised the construction of 
one yard of road in this country. And 
in view of the work to be done under 
the Department at the present time it 
is unfair to expect the Head of the 
.Department to supervise it and the 

. ' 

one who made the charge knows it. I 
had as much right to supervise tht~ 

building of the road to the Cartwright 
School as that road in the West End 
last ye·ar. And the proprietor of the 
News had just as much right and just 
as much opportunity when he was 
Postmaster General to supervise the 
outport uffices and prevent the fre .. 
quent robberies which took place 

' 
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there as I had to supervise the roads SIR M. P. CASHIN :-You came 
in this city or out of it. Now the here by accident, dragged in at Coak
charge was made by the Leader of the er's coat tails and when he disowns 
Opposition that I am a criminal. I }'OU for being disloyal to him we shall 
think the attack, considerin·g the cir- _ . never hear again of you in this House. 
cumstances, was the bittere.st made He will get even with you and others 
against me since I have been in this for driving him out of the country. 
House becaus.e it was aimed against MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:--
my character. I don't mind anyone I came here by the people's votes in a 
criticizing my policy or management clean decent manner and in spite of 
but I do mind attacks on my character. what you could do to prevent it. This 
The attack was deliberate, I was is the kind of insults which came 

I 

termed a criminal, charged among from a man who it is common know-
other things with neglect of duty and ledge had to have his Budget Speech 
with doing nothing in my office. ; prepared for him. 
wonder if his conduct as Minister of SIR M. P. CASHIN :-What's that? 
Finance was enquired into and it was MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:--
found how many mo·nths he spent '.lt This is the man who said that if cer
Cape Broyle attending to his private tain things were said against him he 
business, .how it would show up. / wot1ld use the Mace on his attacker~ 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Your Govern- I dare say you would 'be right at home 
ment paid $12,000 to bring auditorb 
down from New York to find out 
things about me · but th~y didn't get 
much r~sults from the expenditure. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:--
You covered up your tracks too well. 
I am not so big a fool as you would 
wish. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Oh, no-you 
are an innocent abroad. I did not say 

, you were a fool. I say now that you 
are the reverse of a fool and can you 
tell me what I mean by that. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-·· 
. 

Your opinion will not go far. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN :-It seems to 

tickle you. 
MINISTER I OF PUBLIC WORKS:--

I am not afraid of you. I can def end 
myself. I am not going to sit down 
and let you say what you like about 
me. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-You said you 
• 

were a spiritualist. 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-

I said the contrary, that I was not [t 

spiritualist. If you got what you de
served for all the lies you haye told 
you · will prove for yourself what kind 
of a spirit you will be. 

' 

with that weapon. You would shine 
in the use of a bludgeon. Mr. Morine 
told you'. that you had broken every , 
law of God and man, if you had your 
just deserts you would be behind 
prison walls but you made no step to
wards the mace then. No you· .sat 
tight in your seat and didn't budge 
to.wards the mace. 

· SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Don't you 
know that a just man falls seven times 
a day. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
N ot a move t~wards the mace did you 
make. · Now if you want to get m)' 
character you are w:elcome to get it 
from the people who sent me here. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :_:_I am not 
worrying about it. Why don't you take· 
your medicine. Where would you los~ 
your character-not taming gulls. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:--
I wouldn't lose it with wrecks or 
cutting painters. · 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-That's where 
you'd want one. 

.MINI§TER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
No doubt the Leader of the Opposition 
prefers the muck rake methods too of 
getting his .information. 
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SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Tell us of the 
Humber proposition and how you went 
back on Coaker. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:--
We are not so blind as you would like 
us to be. The motive of your attacks 
is to drive all decent men out of this 
House. All the attacks of the Opposi
tion last year were designed to break 
up the Government. No·w for the 
charge by the Leader of the Opposi
tion branding me as a criminal. Thai 
I was an accessory to the fact was the 
change · against me as to the man re-
employed on the public works. I got 
a list of the fore men en.gaged on the 
works this morning and sent it to the 
Inspector-General. He had it com
pared with the lists of those convicted 
before the Courts recently and he says 
in returning the list ''I have examined 
the records and found no name of 
anyone convicted amon.g those at
tached.'' 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-What about 
the dead men. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
You will get more of them before this 
Ho11se closes. I'll tell the House the 
foundation the Leader of the Opposi
tion got for the charges against me. 
One morning Mr. Herder's son was 
sho,relling snow ottt of his yard and. 
asked the Inspector if he would ' ha\'e 
it carted away if he threw it over the 
fence.. The inspector refused. -Mr. 
Herder was standing by watching hi~ 
son .at the time. That is the whole 
thing and s·omeone told the Leader of 
the Opposition who comes in here as 
large as life with a flourish of trump
ets and makes a vicious attack on me 
because Mr. Geo. Herder was in his 
yard watching his son shovellin.g. The 
idea of making such · a charge on such 
a foundation? Of course it is quite 
in keeping with the dignity of the 

" . 

Leader of the Opposition, in fact all 
that might be expected from such a 
man. Mr. Speaker, I apologize for 
taking up the time but I hope this wiil 

be a lesson to the Leader of the Op
po·si tion to have better foundation for 
his charges the next time he makes 
them. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Mr. Speaker, 
I am sorry, sir, that I have aroused 
the ire of the placid Minister of Pub
lic Works. He must understand that 
the charges that I have made again~t 
him are not to be taken as of a per
sonal ·character, but are made against 
him in his pt1blic capacity as Minister 
of Public Works. It is not necessary, 
sir, that I. should go into the details 
of the m~tter now because all St. 
John's knows of the scandals connect
ed with his Department and it is only 
fair and lo:gical to assume that if he 
is in control of the affairs of that De· 
partment he must be held responsible 
for what transpires. there. I have told 
him that criminal acts have been com
mitted there and that they· were wink
ed at by the Government; the ref ore 
having the knowledge of those acts he 
is equally guilty by his silence and by 
being a party to the cloaking up of 
those transactions. How inconsistent 
then, Mr. Speaker, is his conduct whe11 
he rises in this House and holds i1p 
his hands in holy horror', looking as 
if he were imparting the last Bent-

. diction. . I told him, sir, that he was 
Minister of Public Works ·in name on
ly. He should hang his head i :i 
shame. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
Not to you. I have nothing to be 
ashamed o,f. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Are you not 
drawing a salary of $4,000 in that De
partment for which you are giving no 
returns whatever. Is not that some
thing to be ashamed of? 

MINISTER OF PUBLiq WORKS:-
I am not drawin:g $4,000. My salary 
is $3,275. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Then, sir, you 
must be veritable ''Innocent Abroad.'' 
We voted you $4,000 and if you are 
not getting it they must be cheating 
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you. What you have up your sleeve 
for Hon. J. Alexander Robinson I do 
riot know, but I want to tell you that 
he is one of the cleanest journalis;s 
that we ever had in Newfoundland. 
The trouble with you, sir, is that yot1 
belong to the class known as ''takes.'' 
You got into the Assembly by a fluke 
-an accident. ' 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
I got in as clean as you did. 

SIR M. P. CASiiIN:-You got in 
under the coat tails of Hon. W. F. 
Coaker. The idea of you getting up 
here to ask for sympathy. When yot1 
were over here on this side of the 
House you danced around that light 
there, waved your arms like ·a wind 
·mill, in prayerful indignation, and 
with holy thirst for reform, honesty 
and economy in public affairs. After
wards you were led over to the other 
side and became a new individual and 

. you betrayed the man who led you 
over there. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were def erred. 

It was~ moved and seconded that 
when the House rises, it adjourn until 
Monday afternoon next, at 1 three of tl1e 
clock .. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

MO·NDAY, March 27th, 1922. 
The House met at three of the clock 

' 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 
· Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the 
foil owing Financial Statements: 

Statement Public Debt June 30th, 
1921. 

Balance Sheet of Treasury Accounts· 
for the year ended June 30th, 1921. 

Statement of Current Account of 
the Government of Newfoundland for 
the year ended 30th June, 1921. 

Death Duties Account 1920-1921. 
Surplus Trust Account 1920-1921. 
Mr. · Speaker intimated that he had 

received the following correspondence 

from His . Excellency, the Governor, 
which he read to the House: 

''The Governor has the ·pleasure to 
communicate to the Honourable 
House of Assembly the appointment 
of the Commissioners of Internal 
Economy of the Legislature in ac
cordance with the provisions of Sec-

, ti on 4, · Cap. 7, Consolidated Statutes 
(Third Series) as set forth in the ac
companying certified copy of a Mi11ute 
of the Honourable · Executive Council 
·approved by the Governor on the 25th 
March.'' · ' 

(Sgd.) C. ALEXANDER HARRIS, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
· St. John's, ·N fld., 

25th March, 1922. 

• 

Certified Copy of Minutes of the 
Honourable Executive Council · ap .. 
proved' by His Excellency the Govern
or on the 24th March, 1922. 
March 24th 1922 . 

Under the provisions of Sections 4, 
Cap. 7, Consolidated Statutes, Third 
Series, ''Of the Internal Economy of 
the Legislature,'' the fallowing to be 

J 

the Commission of Internal Economy, 
namely: 

The President of the Legislative 
Co·uncil. 

Honourable R. K. Bishop. 
Honourable George Shea. 

'The Speaker of the House of As
sembly. 

Honourable Sir R. A. Squires, 
~ 

K.C.M.G. 
Honourable W. R. Warren, ' K.C. 
Honourable W. F. Coaker. 

Certified True Copy. 
(Sgd.) ARTHUR MEWS, 

Deputy Col. Secy. 
Qu,estions. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister if Mr. George Herder, con
victed in the Central District Court 
recently of misappropriation of public 
monies while acting as I spector on 
the so-called Road de. Luxe, has again 
been employed in connection with re-
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lief work in the City, either by the 
Government or by the Relief Commit
tee which is expending public funds 
and if so, does he approve of such re·
ernployment, and if not, will he take 
steps to see that this person is dis
charged; also if it is the case that th.e 
said George Herder's son, a young 
man, who was prosperous enough last 
year to be running his own motor car, 
is now being employed under his 
f ather'·s control snow-shovellin.g in the 
West End, and if it is on such people 
that public funds are being spent at 
the present under the guise of relief 
work, when hundreds ·of deserving 
needy people are unable to obtain any 
assistance. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :- . 
Mr. Speaker, the first part of that 
question has been already answered 
by the Minister p·f Works in the nega
tive. In answer to the second part I 
would say that I would not dismiss 
him because he has already been 
fined. Mr. 1-Ierdei;'s son is not em
ployed. If he were in destitute cir
cumstances now, even thougb he did 
have a car last year, and applie.d for 
work he would be given the same 
chance as anyone else. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Min
ister of Public Works if it is correct 
that the heating system at the Sani- / 

tarium on Topsail Road is defective, 
if after the work had been completed 
it was found that several hundred feet 
of pipe had to be laid, as the hot water 
instead of returning to the boilers was 
running to waste under the ground, if 
in the meantime the contractor re·
ceived his deposit back and the full 
sum demanded for the whole of the 
work; ·if the sum in question was 

I 

about $25,000; if . the Superintendent 
of Public Works had refused to certi
fy that the job was properly done; if 
on his refusal so to certify a certificate -was obtained f ro1n another party; if 
in that case, who was the other party, 
and is there any ground in the sug-

gestion that the other party received 
a ''rake off'1

' f o.r giving such certificate, 
what will it cost to remedy the defects · 
in the system which exist, will this 
an1ount have to be paid by the Gov
ernment or will any steps be taken to 
recover from the contractor the sum 
required to make good this defect and 
if not, why· not, and what other steps 
does the Government purpose to take 
in connection with the matter. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
I beg to table the reply. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, or the Minister of · 
Public Work·s, to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount ex
pended week by week in St. John's, by 
or through the Employment Co1nmit
tee of Citizens, farmed for the pur
pose for carrying out relief work from 
the date of its appointment up to 
Saturday last, the statement to give 

(a) the names of Superintendents, 
Inspectors, Foremen, etc., and 
the 1amounts paid each of thest: 
weekly or monthly, as the case 
may be; 

(b) the number of men employed 
each week, the daily wage per 
month, the total outlay and to 
say how long it is proposed to 
continue this work. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
The Minister of Works states he is 
having the answer prepared. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister if the Tariff Commis-

1 

sion promised at the last session has 
been ap·pointed; and if so, to lay on 
the table the names of the members 
of the said Commission and to say if 
they are to be remunerated for their 
services, or if they are acting without 
pay; and if they are not appointed, 
when is it proposed to appoint them. 

HbN. THE PRIME MINISTER :
A few days ago before t11:e Hon. Min
ister of Finance went a way he recom
mended to me the names of the Com
mission. These gentlemen have been 



120 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

appointed and consented to act and in 
a few days, the commission will issti,e. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Wottld it be 
too much to ask their names. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
I would not like to give them before 
they have been laid before the Execu
tive. 
MR. HIGGINS :-Will they • receive _ 

• 

any compensation. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :

They are all men of high financial 
standing and may ask some honorary 
remuneration but it will not be a com
mission with salary. 

MR. HIGGINS :-Is it true the com
mission consists of three men. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
It consists of nine. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-When is it 
hoped to get their report-on Resur-
rection Day. . 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
That will be a good day for some of 
us and a bad day for others. 

MR. BENNETT:-It will be a good 
day for .lhose who get a good report. 

Third Reading of Bill, entitled ''An 
Act for the Disposal of Surplus Funds 
collected for Hospital Cots.'' 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Don't you 
think, Hon. Prime Minister, that we 
should get the statement of public ac
cottnts before we go on with the loan 
Bill. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-
I do not think the matter of the 19an 
is one for discussion as I think all are 
agreed we will need it. The action of 
the members of the Opposition last 
year in letting the resolutions go 
throu.gh as a matter of form and then 
debating it in Ways and Means was 

J deeply ·appreciated by the Government 
' 

and by the country at large. There 
will be time for debate later. We 
were hoping the same form as last 
year would be followed and that it 
would be discussed in committee. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-1 hardly 
agree with the Hon. Prime Minister 

I 

in this matter. No figures have been. 
tabled yet and we do not know where 
the c'ountry stands. We don't know 
how you stand at the Bank and 1 I think 
it is absolutely necessary to have the 
fi1gures before giving an f ntelligent 
opinion -on this loan. We don't know 
the disposition of the loan of · last 
year. We are asked now to pass this 
Bill on to the Upper House and dis
cuss it in Ways and Means'. No one 
will see tl1e impropriety of this better 
tl1an the Hon. Prime Minister him
self. 

MR. HIGGINS :-I think the Hon. 
Prime Minister should explain thi~ 
Bill and then we could see how wt 
stand. I don't think we should go, in
to Committee with the understanding 
that it will be· put through without d~
bate. The position of the Opposition 
will I think depend largely on how 
the loan is to be applied. At least we 
should have the figures as to how it 'is 
to be applied and then we will be in a 
position to deal with it. 

• 

MR. BENNETT :-1 wish to · join, 
Mr. Speaker, with my .colleagues i11 
protestin1g against the railroadin,g of 
this Bill through. Last year there was 
the necessity for prompt action and 
even then we ref rained from lengthy 
expression of opinion but I think that 
now there is no occasion for the per
emptory passing of this measure. The 
financial position of to-day requires 
all the · el11cidation possible and we 
would not be doing our duty if we al
lowed this opportunity to pass to 
throw the searchlight of enquiry on 
the Finance and every other depart
ment of the country. We were told a 
few days ago that we had a surplus to 
the end of last June which bro·ught 
strong criticism from this side of the 
House and if that statement from the 
Hon. Prime Minister is correct. 
. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 

I did not make that statement. 

• -• 

·MR. BENNETT:-You stated in the 
\ 

• 

• 
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Speech from the Throne that there is 
a surplus to the 30th of June. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
I beg your pardon-will you kindly 
read the paragraph. 

MR. BENNETT :-(Reads para 
graph.) That may be cri,tically cor-
rect but the inference was that you 
had a surplus. 

MR. HIGGINS :-All your follow
ers knew it. The mover and seconder 
of the Address in Reply, here and in 
the Upper House con,gratulated you 011 

it and ~t was all throu,gh this state
r11ent here. Now with relation to the 
Auditor-General's report in treating 
of this (quotes deficit of 20 mil-
lions). . 

Now Mr. Speaker, if the Hon. 
Prime Minister did not say we had a 
surplus did he call, as was his duty, 
attention to the deficit. 

MR. BENNETT:-As I said a' few 
days a1go it would have been more· to 
his credit to have told out squarely of 
the deficit. Any thinking . man , last 
year expected a deficit and it is noth
ing to the discredit of the Hon. Prime 
Minister but don't sir try to pull the 
wool over the eyes of us and of the 
people. It may be critically correct 
that you had a surplus but you had to 
take 2 ~ millions from the Bank of 
Montreal to square up your accounts. 
The deficit is not your doing but is due 
to circumstances. Y o·u did not collect 
the revenue but if you would . ; cut 
down the expenses the deficit would 
not be nearly so large, these useless 
expenses are the one thing I strongly 
complain of. This loan Bill I take it 
is to meet the anticipated deficit this 
year and I would like to know . what 
the balance is to be used for. . We 
know there will be some needed for 
the · Railway and public works of dif
ferent kinds but I · think it absolutely 
necessary that we should have _some 
programme, or something foreshadow
ing how it is to be spent. It ought to 
be laid before this House before we 

discuss this loan. I do not want ta 
deprecate the action of · the Hon. Prime 
l\tlinister in raising the loan and I 
think ·~n this respect both he and the 
country have done well and that the 
terms are exceedingly good with all 
the circumstances taken into consid
eration. Blft don't ask us who were 

. . . 
· outsicle the pale to swallow this and 

not kno·w how it is to be spent. If we 
rush this through the Government 
might say we gave them a free h~nd 
and I don't think they wish us to with
ho~d our criticism and I hope the Hon. 
Prime Minister will give us a full ex·· 
planation of it. · Some points may call 
for debate and I join with Sir M. P. 
Cashin and Mr. Higgins in protesting 
against the railroading of it through. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
I aske'd a few moments ago to ha 1e 
these resolutions def erred till th_e 
Auditor-General's f:gures~ were avail
able. There is no suggestion to rail
road this through but the statements 
of the Auditor-General which were 
expected every moment have been de
layed, no doubt throu.gh checking up 
or something of that kind. In respect 
to that special paragraph from the 
Speech from the Throne I don't think 
I need repeat what I have already 
said; (quotes paragraph.) I esti
mated the expenditure 'in the Speech 
from the Throne last year as $1,171,-
128 and the statement in the Speech 
• 
lS 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Did it strike 
you that it would be misunderstood. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-
. . 

On the contrary I think it was fully 
understood. 

SIR 'M. P. CASHIN :-The mover 
and seconder of the Address in Reply 
did not understand it. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-
' 

The Opposition did not understand 
what the mover and seconder said. 

• 

MR. HIGGINS :-In the Upper 
House the Hon. Mr. Gibbs did not un
derstand it and when he said we were 
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·the only country in the world that had 
a surplus the crowd cheered wildly. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
It is absolutely correct in substance 
and fact and we found it possible to 
leave a larger balance than figured on 
last year. Vl e will lay our cards 011 

the table-if you will pardon the ex
pression. The Colony liquidates its 
liabilities on the · 30th of June next and 
starts in with a balance of $164,000 
for next year.. We have a far largt~r 

balance than anticipated and the state
ment is correct in every respect. 

S·IR M. P. CASHIN:-Do you adn1it 
.that you had a deficit-do you admit 
that the Auditor-General is correct ir:. 
his report where he states that you 
had. 

troduce a Bill respecting Local Affairs 
in the Outports. 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave no
tice that he would on to-morrow move 
the House into a Committee of the 
vVhole to consider ·certain Resolutions 
on the subject of a tax upon certain 
• 1ncome·s. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, Supply was 
granted to His Majesty. 

' 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 

. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-
Oh· the Auditor-General is always 
right. I am happy to say that things ... 
are much better than we expected. 

Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en.
ti tied . ''An Act for the Disposal of 
Su·rplus Funds collected for Hospital 
Cots'' was read a third time and pass
ed, and it was ordered that it be en
grossed, being entitled as above, and 
that it be sent to the Legislative Coun
cil 'with a message respectin,g the con
currence of that body in its provisions ... 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to consider the Bill 
entitled ''An Act to Amend the Lav,. 
Society Acts.'' 

MR. MacDONNELL:-Mr. Speake:, 
I ·was here to hear much of this mat
te.r · and would like to ask if it is a fact 
that . someone put 20 millions in the 
Bank of Montreal to the credit of the 
Surplus Fund and then took a co11-
s·titutionat around the block .and drev1 
it out again. 

. 
MR. HIGGINS:-That is critically 

correct. For those not in possession 
of · the facts I would like to say that it 

is like the story of the lady with the 
little boy who · kept asking the station 
master with the hare lip what tin1e 
the train left for Cincinnatti. She · 
kept up the questions because the boy 
liked to hear the . man talk-he spoke 
so funnily. Now the Hon. Prime Min
ister says . so much without 'meanin}.~ 

anything that we like to hear hirn tallr 
and that is why we are asking hint 
about this loan and surplus matter. 

Sir M. P . Cashin gave notice of 
question. 

M~. Moore gave notice of question. 
Mr. MacDonnell gave notice that he 

woµld og to-morrow ask leave to in-

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Samson took the Chair of Corrt

mitee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair . 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that · they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred · and had pass
ed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to 'order and on motion of 
Hon. the .fyl.inister of Justice, the Bill 
entitled ''An Act to Amend · the Act 11 
Geo. V. Cap. 6 entitled "An Act to 
Confirm a Contract Between the Gov
ernment and the St. Lawrence Tim
ber-, Pulp and Steamship Company 1 

Limited,'' was read a second time and 
it was ordered that it be referred to a. 
Committee of the Whole House on to~ 
morrow .. 
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The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved arid seconded that 
when the House rises, it adjourn until 
to-morrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly~ 

TUESDAY~ · March 28th, 1922. 
The House met at three of the clock 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adj 011rn-. 

ment. 
Petitions were presented by ·Mr. 

Gosse from Harbor Grace re road. 
Hon. the Prime Minister tabled Re

port of Auditor-General under Section 
33 for period ending December 31st, 
1921. 

Mr. Bennett gave notice of question. 
Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
Mr. Walsh gave notice of question. 
Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of 

questions. 
,SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. th·e 

Prime Minister, in the absence of the 
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish
eries, if Mr. E. Collishaw was , a silent 
partner with the R.ev. F. H. Boone in 
the purchase of beaver skins; and is 
it correct that these parties are now 
negotiating for a furth~r supply of 
skins, and if so are they to be given 
the same without tenders. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-I 
beg . to table t.he following memorand
um which I have just received from 

' 

the Department of Marine and Fisl1-
• er1es. , 
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 

Prime Minister how many men were 
~mployed on Bell Island each week 
since operations were started after 
New Year, · said statement to show for 

·each week the number of actual resi
dents of Bell Island employed, and the 
number of people from other locali
ties in Conception Bay, specifying the 
same. 

SIR M. P. · CASHIN asked ' Hon. the 
Prime Minister if .he is aware that a 

J 

number of f amities . are living. at a 
place called ''The · Green,'' on Bell 
Island, in huts unfit for human · habi
tation and where they are with little 
or no food and without any creature 
cQmf orts, as a result of these people 
having gone to the Island to look for 
work and being unable to obtain the 
same; also if it is the case that a 
number of people from Harbor Gra-ce 
district furnished with \Vork tickets 
·refused to go under.ground and insist 
on being employed on the surf ace, and 
if, as a result of this, other people 
frorn Harbor Main District- willin1g to 
work underground cannot secure em
ploy1nent because their politics ~re 

,supposed to , be different from those of 
. . 

the Government. 
HON. THE PRIME MINIStER :

With regard to these two questions I 
have telegraphed them to Mr. Archr
bald, Bell Island, asking him to te~e

graph me the form and basis of a re .. 
ply. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Minister of Education to lay on the 
tab le a copy of the Report of his De
partment; also to lay oh the table 
statement . showing why the fees for 
those entering for the Higher Educa• 
ti on were doubled last year, and to 
show what disposition is to he made 
of the increased amount obtained , 
thereby. , 

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION: . 
-I beg to table the reply. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN as.ked the Min
ister of · Public Works to lay on ttie 
table of the House a state·ment show
ing the cost to date bf the addition to 
the Post Office :Building, St. John's, · 
said statement to show how much has 
been paid for construction, how much 
for inspection, and how much f o~ . any 
other purpose; who is the Inspector, 

# . 
or Inspectors, if more · th.an one, .' and 
the amount paid to such person or 
persons for their services in saiq ca
pacity; also an estimate of .the cost , to 
complete the said additiol\, .. : 

.. 

• 
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MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:~
The reply will be ready to be tabled 
to-morrow. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of the 
·Hon. Minister of Finance 1 and Cus
toms, to lay on the table of the Hottse 
a list of the parties who gave bonds 
for duties during the fiscal year 
1920-21 and have not paid the same, 

• 
a.nd the amounts due on each of them, 
and als.o to ask what steps ; the Gov
ernment have taken to collect this 
·money. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
That information is being prepared. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Customs, or . 
the Minister of Public Works, to lay 
on the table a statement showing the 

' 

expenditures on account of relief 
works from the 1st of July ~ast, said 
statement to show the amottnts spent 
on each of the several undertakings 

' under this head set on foot by the 
Government and the amounts paid for 
each of the same in each of the elec-

• 

toral distr-icts-such as road works, 
marine works, sno·w-shovelling, stone 
breaking, the cutting of pulp wood and 
pit .props, the cutting of wharf stick, 
etc. 

HON. "fHE PRIME MINISTER · :
It will take a few days to get tog ether 
that information. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister to lay on the tab le a 
statement showing the amount ex
pended by way of poor relief in eacl1 
of the various electoral districts from 
the 1lst of July last up to date, and an 
estimate of the amount expected to be 

~pent in each of the districts for the 
remainder of the fiscal year. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-I 
have a memorandum from the Depart

ent of Public Charities stating that 
they are preparing this information. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN a~ked . Hon. the 
Minister of Education (a) where the 

· ormal School is now being conduct·-

, 

ed, ( b) how many teachers are being 
trained . there, ( c) give a list of the 
staff of teachers and the salaries paid 
them; ( d) the cost of the other ex
penses incurred in maintaining the 
school, same to be 1given under the 
various heads; ( e) the estimated cost 
of the · proposed new Normal School, 
showing the amount for construction 
and the amount for equipment, and to 
say why this expenditure needs to be 
incurred at the present time if the 
existing quarters of the School .are 
adequate for its requirements. 

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION: 
--I beg to table that information. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis
ter of justice if Sir Patrick McGrath 
has been engaged b·y the Government 
in connection with the Labrador 
Boundary; if so what is the nature of 
the work that he is engaged in and 

J 

what amounts have been paid him (a) 
for travelling expenses and (b) for . 
salary, also, if this is the same Sir 
Patrick McGrath who was denounced 
in this House last Winter as the man 
who should be banished from this 
country .. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:-I 
beg to table the information. 

MR. MOORE asked the Minister of 
Public Works if Albert H.. Salter is 
receiving any payment from his De
partment; if so what is the amount 
and for what service is he being paid, 
from what date has he been receiving . 
it and is it proposed, in the event of 
Mr. Salter bein.g appointed to the 
Legislative Council, to continue him 
in this employment .. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
That information is. being prepared. 

Committee of the ·Whole on Loa11 . 
Resolutions .. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
Mr. Chairman, the proposed ap,pro
priation of the proposed loan is as fol
lows: 
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DR. 
'fo proceeds of Loan 

ra.ised in New York, 
$6,000,000.00 @ $88. 
964_____ ---- ---- ---- ---· ··-· $5,337 ,840.00 

To 11 Yz o/o Exchange 613,851.50 
To 7 days Interest at 

6 Yz o/o .... .... ---· ---- 7 ,4 79.45 
To 11 Yz o/o Exchange on 
· same__ ____ _ __ _ 

... -.. .. ... -.. . 860.15 

$5,960,031.20 

CR. 
By cheq11e % R_ailway 

Commission · ____ --- ~ ____ $2,500,000.00 
! 

By cost of raising· Loan 11 ,816.16 
By Expressage on Bonds 35.97 
B)r Railway Deficit % 
' 1921-22 .. ---- ---- -- -· ·-- - 1,208,327.00 
By Deer Lake and Bad-

ger Roads_ __ _ ____ ____ ---· 492,340.00 
By Fishery Supplies 

Guarantee ____ ____ ____ ____ 500,000.00 

By District Grants per 
capita .... __ _._ ____ __ __ ____ 398,638.00 

By Marine Works per 
capita ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 97,106.48 

By Loan to Municipal 
Council __ .. -.. . .. ..... 464,828.00 

$5,673,091.61, 

B·alance at present $826,939.59 
• • 

NOTE-The balance due Reids ac
count deficit 1921-1922 operations is 
to come out of the above balance. 

; 

Some returns will be received on 
account of the Fishery Supplies ad
vanced · and charged above at $500,-
000.00; it is expected in the neighbor
hood of $170,000.00. 

Mr. MacDonnell gave notice of 
q11estion. 

Pursuant to notice and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain Reso
lutions on the subject of War Pen
sions. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com-

• 

mittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred and recom
mended that the said Resolutions be 
referred to a Se le ct Committee. · 
' On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and Mr. Speaker ap
pointed the followin.g as such Select 

9 

Committee: 
Hon. the Prime Minister, Minister 

of Posts, Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Bennett, 
Mr. Higgins. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant· 
ed, and on motion of Mr. MacDonnell, 
the Bill regarding Local Affairs in the 
Outports was introduced and read a 
first time, and it was ordered that it 

1be read a second time on to-morrow. 
Pursuant to notice and on motion of 

Hon. the Prime Minis·ter , the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider Resolutions on 
the subject of a tax upon certain in
comes. 

Mr. Speaker left the 1 Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
• 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress and asked leave to sit 

. . -
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit agai11 
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en
titled ''An Act to amend the La \V 

Society Acts'' was read a third time 
and passed, and it was ordered that it 
be engrossed, being entitled as abo\re; 
and that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a message requesting 
the concurrence of that body in its 

• • prov1s10.ns. 

.. 

J 

I 
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Pursuant to ordet and on motion of 
Hon. the' Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain· Reso
lutions respecting the Raising of .'.! 

.Loan on the credit of the Colony. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN :-It is all too 

true, Mr~ Speaker, this story of 
squandering on pit props, on roads ' to 
and from nowhere and the cutting of 
pulp wood and hard · wood. I recognize, 
Mr. Speaker, that the facts that I sub
mit are hard and bitte·r for the Gov
ei-nment to hear but nevertheless they 
are all true. You, Sir Richard Squires, 
are responsible as Prime Minister for 
all this waste in expenditure. What 
are you giving in return for the Loan? 
Last year you gave out practically 
$500,000. in fishery supplies and yott 
will have to give as much this year. 
You demoralized ~the people last sea
ion and now you cannot stop. You 
have created a Frankenstein that will 

' ' 

follow you till you are strangled. 
There is an underlying meaning in it 
all. Why did you hasten to establish 
the Horse Police at a time like this 
w:hen retrenchment is absolutely ne
cessary to save the country from ruin. 
If you had the manliness and the 
courage to answer truthfully you 

• 

would tell the House that the Horse 
Police were inaugurated to protect 
yourself. You did ·not bring them 
down to put on Quidi Vidi Lake ~o 

compete in the races on the ice. · I 
ask the House, Mr. Speaker, to con
sider the Prime Minister, who is so 
noted for long speeches, coming down 
he.re and handing this document to 
me, this paltry . account of expenditure 
and estimates, with the hope of rais
ing a Loan. What a list! Pit props, 
hard wood manufacture, and goodness 
kno.ws what else, from which you are 
led to ~xpect substantial returns. For 
example, $800,000 for the Agricultural 

Department. He hands over to Dr. 
Campbell, ·the man who was turned 
down in St. Joh n's West but wl10 ·is 
now considered eligible to take charge 
of the expenditure of no less a st1n1 
of the people's tax.es than eight hun
dred thousand dollars. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, this is a most extraordinar)' 
proceeding. Why was this mone~)T 
taken from Mr. Jennings' control·? It 
belongs to his department, a11d he 
should have the supervision of its ex
penditure, for although we have said 
hard words to each other this seaso11 ~ 

yet I am constrained to sa:yr that he is 
as honest a ml3.n as any on that side 
of the House and should have control 
of . the money that belongs to his De
partment. Dr. Campbell, who has less 
than $800,00 under his hand, can O.K. 
any cheque he likes. There is no 
bridle to him and no restriction on 
him. I have ·made a list, Mr. Speaker, 
before I came here this evening, of 
the expenditure the country will have 
to bear for the coming year. The 
whole sum will amount to $13,0·00,000 
and where, I ask, is it going to come 
from. I have put the item of th A 

''Railway') down with a question so as 
to get the correct information from 
the Prime Minister and he says $1,-
000,000. That is exactly what I esti
mated, so that I take more confidence 
that I am not far wron.g in any of the 
othe·r items. Mr. Speaker, I did not 
arise· now to criti9ize the Loan btit 
inerely for the purpose of. asking for 

' time, so I ask, sir, that the question 
• 

be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House. • 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :--
I • 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to concur 
in the motion for a Committee. I 
think, however, that you have all the . 
information that you now require. I 
beg that the Committee rise, report 
progress and asked leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 

HON. MR. SP.EAKER:-The Chair
man o·f the Committee reports having 
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made some progress in the matter to 
tl1em referred and asks leave to sit 
again to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair 
The Cl1airrrian from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
n1atter to them ref erred, had mad.e . 
so1ne progress, and asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to consider the Bill, 
entitled ''An Act to Amend the Act 11 

' Geo. V. Cap 6 entitled ''An Act to 
Confirm a Contract Between the Gov
ernment and the St. Lawrence Timber) 
Pulp and Steamship Company, Limit
ed.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Con1-

mittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pass
ed the Bill without amendment. · 

On motion . this Report was received 
and adopted·, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
to-morrow:. 

Hon. the Prime Minister intimated 
to the Hottse that His Excellency the 
Governor would receive the Address 
in Reply at half past · twelve of the 
clock on to-morrow. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises, it adjourn un-

• 

til to-morrow, at noon. 
The House then adjourned accord

ingly. 

WEDNESDAY, March 29th, 1922. 
The House met at twelve of the clock 
noon, pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Speaker inf ormeq the House 
that in accordance with the intimation 

' 

received His Excellency, the Gov~rn
or, would receive the Address in Re
ply presently. 

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the 
· House proceeded to Government 
House, and being returned to the .l!\.s
sembly Rooms, Mr. Speaker informed 
the House that His Excellency had 
received the l).ddress of Thanks, and. 
had been pleased to reply thereto as 
follows:-

Government House, 
St. John's, Newfoundland. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
Honourable House of Assembly:
I thank you for your Address iJJ 

• 
Reply to the Speech with which yo11r 
present Session ·was opened. 

(Sgd.) C. ALEXANDER HARRIS,. 
Govern·or. 

March 29th, 1922. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair until 

three of the clock. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
And it being after quarter past 

three of the clock, Hon. the Prime 
Minister, Hon. Minister of Justice and 
Mr. Walsh being present, Mr. Speaker • 
adjourned the House, for want of a 
quorum, until to-morrow afternoon at 
three of the clock. 

THURSDAY, March 30th, 1922. 
The Hoµse met at three of the clock 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
1ment. 

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled Re
port of Permanent Marine Disasters 
fund for year. ending 31st December, · 
1921. 

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled Re
port of the Department of Agriculture 
and Mines. 

Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of 
question. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :
Mr. Speaker, referring to questions 
asked by Sir Michael · Cashin, Nun1-
bers ·2 and 3 on Order Paper dated 
March 28th, 1921, the following is a 
copy of the telegram I received from 
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Mr. Archibald, Bell Island, in answer 
to these qttestions: 

. For the week ending February 4th 
the force averaged 879 men, work be
ing split bet\veen 900 residents and 
·6 other localities. During, the week 
ending February 11th there was an 
average force employed of 967, w·ork 
being divided between 900 residents 
and 23 others. · For week ending 
February 18th the force was 957, the 
work being divided between 920 resi
dents and 35 others. For week ending 
Febura1~y 25th the force was 800 and 
the work divided between 920 resi
dents and 58 others. Week ending 
March 4th force 810 and work divided 
920 residents and 85 others. Week 
ending March 11th force 900 and work 
divided 940 residents and 265 others. 
Week ending 'March 18th force 910, 
divided 950 residents, 286 others. 
Week ending March 25th force 920, 
work between 960 residents, ~99 

others. These 299 others divided as 
follows :-Portugal Cove 38, Harbour 
Grace 49, Port de Grave 9, Spaniard's 
Bay 21, Topsail 22, · B.ay Roberts 12, 
'filton 13, Bryant's Cove 16, Carbon
ear 12, Collier's 1, Torbay 3, Island 
Cove 25, St. Philip's 7, Twillingate 1, 
Avondale 8, 'Bri;gus 4, .Job's Cove 2, 
Broad Cove ·6, Hr. Buffett 1, Chapel's 
Cove 3, Clarke's Beach 3, Bay de 
Verde 1, Bishop's Cove 10, Salmon 
Cove S, Small Point 5, Mullay's Cove 
3, Witless Ba)l 1, Lower Small Point 1. 

There are a number of families liv
in.g on the Green in shacks or houses 
owned by private parties·. These peo
ple have been living in the above 
locality for years, are not starving, 
and are all employed. There was one 
man only refused underground work. 
Several men came to the Island from 
various localities without Government 
certificates at the time men with certi~ 
ftcates were arriving. These were ad
vised that , we could not handle them 
unless they got a certificate or until 

,; 

men with certificates were placed. 

Several have since secured certificates 
and a large number of them are work·-
• ing. 

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister for-

( 1) A copy of a cablegram ref erred 
to in the Prime Minister's let
ter of acceptance of the Do
minion Securities, tender, dated 
March 16th, 1922, which it is 
stated ''formed the basis'' of 
the bid. 

( 2) Whether the message repeated 
over the telephoJ?.e by Mr. Mc
Leod on March 15th as contain
ed in the tabled correspondence· 
_is complete. 

( 3) Why the tender of Johnson and 
Ward at $99 19 was not accept
ed and a lower tender was, al
though the tenders were opened 
and known for at least 48 hours 
before the Johnson and Ward 
tender was withdrawn. 

( 4) Whether the Dominion Securi
ties tender is exclusive of all 
expenses, if not what is the 
nature and amount of these ex
penses1 and what will b·e the 
nett proceeds to the Treasury. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-I 
will table copies of the reply to this 
q.uestion to-morrow. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister if the Governor or any Mem
ber of the Government l1as received 
telegrams from people in the vicinity 
of Port Saunders who shipped skins 
to . the Fisheries Department for sale, 
complaining that they have received 
no returns from the sale and threaten
ing to break into the stores in the 
vicinity and help themselves to a Win
ter's food on the ground that they are 
starving; and that the Fisheries De
partment is holding their furs unfair
ly, and if so what are the facts in con
nection with the said matter, and to 
lay on the table copies of all tele
grams and other correspondence in 
connection with the same. . 

\ 

' 
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HON, THE PRIME .MINISTER:.--! 
be:g to table reply to question No. 2. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :--
; 

Mr. Speaker, while I am on m~r feet I. 
will read my reply to Mr. Moore's 
question No. 1 on order paper dated 
March 23rd. 

MR. HIGGINS :-As a matter of 
more curiosity may I ask for what 
purpose did the Government purchase 
some 2000 copies of that book. 

HON. THE ·PRIME MINISTER :-~ 

The Government of the Dominion of 
Canada uses these books quite exten
.sively. In f ac't they are handled by 
the Commissioners offi~es in London, 
in Railway Offices and by the Depart
ment of Mines. While frequently 
large concerns inquiring about New
foundland find much information in 
them. 

MR. HIGGINS :-I quite agree that 
there are many facts about Newfound
land that could be useful to foreign 
business houses, but I do hope that · 
the facts contained in that book are 
not being sent broad cast as the im
portant facts about Newfoundland. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Min- -
ister of Finance and Customs if a man 

' named Lambert was appointed some 
months ago to a position in the Cus
toms House; if between the date of 
his appointment and his first appear
ance at the Custom House a period of 
fo11r months elapsed; if on 
his appea.r_ance at the Cus-
toms House he demanded that 
he be paid for the four months that 
had elapsed; if he was so paid what 
was the amount he was paid and what 
was the justification for paying a man 
who had not appeared in the Depart-. 
ment for these four months. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER tabled 
reply to Question No. 3. 

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Minis
ter of Posts and Telegraphs to lay on 
the Table of the House a detailed 
statement giving the total milage of 
Telegraph or Telephone lines built in 

, 

the Colony from the 15th November, 
1919, to date; also the. number of new 
Telegraph or Telephone offices opened 
in the Colony since November 1919, 
giving the location and cost of each 
office and line. 

HON . . MINISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS :-This information is 
being prepared and I will have it ready 
for to-morrow. 

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister in the absence of the Hon. 
;;v\in ister of Marine and Fisheries if it 
is the intention of the Government to 
erect aids to navigation at or near Ar
gentia _ the new Railway Terminal; if 
so when will this important work be 
commenced. 

HON. THE PRIME · MINISTER:
The Government has received no re-, 

port intimating that any work will be 
undertaken in this direction. 

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister in the absence of the Hon. 
Minister of Finance and Customs, to 
lay on· the Table of the House a state
ment showing 

(a) The amount of money paid the 
Reid Newfoundland Company 
each month since· July 1st to
wards the deficit of $1,500,000 

. ( 

on the operation of the railroad 
as recommended by Sir George 
Bury; 

(b) If it is the case that between 
July and December the sum of 
$1,000,000 or 2/3 of the total 
amount was paid to the Reid 

, 

(c) 

I 

Company, and if so, why was 
more than half the amount 
paid? · 
If such was the case does the 
Government propose to pay the 
Reid Company any more tl1an 
the $5'00,000 for this six 
months, and if so why? 

( d) Is it correct that out of the pay
ment of $1,000,000 ·paid to the' 
Reid Company between July 
and ; December $183,000 was to 
pay Mr. E. Collishaw for rail-

• 
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way sleepers, wharf material, (b) work on the Botwood and Deer 
lumber, etc.~ ·and if so, to lay Lake Roads; 

-
on the Table of the House the ( c) Work on the Road-de-Luxe and 
original bills furnished by Mr. other roads in and about St. 
Collishaw in regard to the John's; 
same. ( d) · cutting of pit props and pulp 

~ION. THE PRIME MINISTER wood; 
tabled reply to Question No. 7. ( e) road and marine works in the 

• r I 

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime 
Ministe.r, in the absence of the Minis
ter of Agriculture and Mines, to lay 

· on · the Table of the House a statement 
showing 

ta) The cost to the Colony of the 
airplanes and accessories ob
tained from the British Govern- J 

ment last year and what dis-
' 

p~sition has been made of 
them. 

(b) What amoi1nt of money or any 
paid by the Government last 
year to Major Clayton 1<en
nedy or any other party in con
nection with projects for oper
ating airplanes in the Colony. 

( c) What ·services did . the Colony· 
receive in return therefor. 

( d) ·\Vhy is the airplane material 1 

etc., at Botwood now offered for 
sale by the Department of Ag
riculture and Mines, being sold. 

(e) What amounts, if any, have 
been paid Major Cotton or his 
associates the past twelve 
months, in connection with air
pla.nes_, apart from cont pacts for 
the carriage of mails, and what 
~rvice is being rendered there
for~ 

HON. TI-IE PRIME MINISTER:
This i'nfor·matlon is being prepared. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Ministert in the absence ·of the 
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus-, 

toms.. to table a statement showing 
.A.. ' 

from what source or sources the , 
money was obtained to pay for the fol-
towing servi~ during the past fifteen 
months : 

. (a) Work on the Argentia railroad 
road aad terminals; 

It. ' . ~ • '. ' 

·-

various districts; 
( f) poor relief in the various dis

tricts, showing the amount b·oth 
• for this and for the preceding 

head in each district; 
( g) snow shovelling and other re

lief work in St. john's. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-I 

am tabling the answer to hon. gentle-
man's questions. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN ask~d Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of the 
.Hon. Minister of Agriculture and 
Mines, to table a statement showing 

(a) details of the amount of $110,-
000 said by the Auditor-General 
to be due on account of Crown 
Lands, rentals, etc.; 

~ ( b) the names of the parties owing 
these amounts and the sums 
owed by each ' of them ; 

( c) what steps, if any, are being 
, taken to collect the amounts 

and what proportion of the 
total does the Government -ex
p,ect to realize· .. 

Also if it is the intention of 
the Government to adopt the 

' 
advice of the Auditor-General · 
to effect that parties in arrears 
in the payment of these 
amounts should have their 
claims cancelled and the lands 
open to other parties. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
The answer is being prepared .. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-! 
beg to table answer to question No. 7, 
0 'rde·r Paper March 29, 1922,-Mr .. 
Walsh. 

(a) The amount paid monthly to 
the Reid Newfoundland Com
pany from the fl rst of July, 

• 
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1921, to the end of December, 
1921, was $8·3,333.00. Monthly 
payment since January 1st, 
1922, 1 was $41,666.00. 

(b) The ·amount paid for the first 
half of the fiscal year 1921-22 
was $·1,000,000, or two-thirds of 
the total amount for the year. 
That was necessary, as su·pplies 
of coal and other railroad ma
terial had to be secured for 
winter operations. 

(c) The Government does not pro
pose to pay the Reid Newfound
land Company any more than 
the sum of $500,000 for the cur
rent 'six months. 

(d) The Government has no kno.w
ledge as to the individual pe·r
sons from whom the Reid New
foundland Company purchased 
sleepers, wharf material, rail
way supplie·s, or other necessar·y 
material for railroad operations. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of the 
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, to · lay on the tale of the House 
a statement showing the . amount of 
Customs bonds overdue and unpaid on 
this date, March 31st, said. statement 
to show the amount for each year for 

' which bonds are unpaid, what propor-. 
tion of the said amounts is likely to be 
realized, ·and what steps are being 
taken to enforce payment. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
The answer is being prepared. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. he 
Prime Minister, in the absence of the 

·Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, to . lay on the table of the House 

"""' the original Account Sales · of the fish 
purchased on Government account 
November 1920 by Messrs. Job Bros. 
& Co.", and G. M. Barr; the cargo of 
the ''Jean Wakely'' and . the cargo of 

' 

the ''President Coaker,'' said state-
• 

ment to show to whom the various 
parcels of fish were sold in Europe 
and the amounts paid to the agents or 

other intermediaries there . by way of 
commission and other expenses. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:--: · 
The answer is being prepared. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in tl1e absence of t~e 
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cm
toms, to lay on the table of the Ho1;lse 
a . statement showing the details of the 
amount of $61,000 stated in the 
Auditor-General's Report to be owed 
to the Colony by the Dominion Steel 
Company, being the ore tax for the 
ore exported from the Colony in 1920; 
to say what steps, if any, have b-ee11 
taken to collec·t this amot1nt and what 
steps it is proposed to take · and · what 
is the reason given by the Company 
for non-payment of this ~mount. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
The answer has not yet come do~n, 

it · is . expected this afternoon. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 

Prime Minister:-:-
(a) If in October last Capt. Storm, 

on account of the parties estab
lishing the pulp making enter-

• 

prise near Glovertown, submit· 
ted any propositions to. the 
Government with a view to as"'.' 
sistance in financing that un
dertaking, and if so what a&-- • swer was given; 

. (b) did Capt. Storm repeatedly re
quest an interview with the 
Government and was such iB
terview denied him; and 

( c) if so what was the reason for 
such denial in view of the 

Prime Minister's statemenf here that 
a committee of the Executive 
Council had under considera
tion a somewhat similar pro .. 
position from the Reid Ne.Yi· 
f oundland Company with refer
ence to the proposed enterpri~e 
on the Humber River. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
The answer has not yet come down, it 
is expected this aftern·oon. I may say 
that the question of Captain Storm 

.. 
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not being able to get an interview with 
the Government is not correct. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the , 
Prime Minister, in the absence of the 
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, to lay on the table of the House 
a statement showing the amount (a) 
of Profit Tax and (b) of Income Tax, 
due at the present moment, said state
ment to show the atnount in each · case 
due on account of each year for which 

I 

amounts are outstanding, and to state 
what steps, if any, the Government is 
proposing to take to collect these 
amounts. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
In course of preparation. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the . 
Minister of Justice to lay on the table 
of the House a 1 statement showing 
why the Horse Poli<te are being re
established and the cost of the same; 
also if it is correct that the Police 
Force has recently been increased, ~tnd 
if so by how many men and at what 
cost and what is the reason for such 
• increase. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
In course of preparation. I hope to 
have it to-morrow. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon the 
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon the 

Prime Minister, in the absence of the 
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish
eries, to lay on the table of the House 
statement showing (a) the cost of the 
cargo of salt brought to Port Union 
by the steamer Tuckahoe; (b) the 
amount received for the same up to 

I 

date; ( c) the amount, if any, at pre-
sent unpaid, and ( d) what will be the 
total loss to the Colony on this trans
a,ction. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER :-I 
have asked the Deputy Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries. to give me state
ments concerning that. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister if his attention has 
been called to the comments by the 
Auditor-General in his Report on the 

houses erected by the Dominiort Co ... 
Operating Building Association, other
wise known as John Anderson's hous ... 
ing scheme, wherein the Auditor-Gen
eral represents that the Government 
owes the Royal Bank of Canada $50,-
000 with interest on account of this 
project, and various other sums ap-, 
pear to be owed as well, and to table 
a statement showing 

(a) the shareholders in or sub~ 

scribers to this building enter
prise and the amounts put t1p 

by each of them; · 
(b) the cost of the houses built and 

how the balance of the 1noney 
was obtained; 

(c) how does the Government have 
to meet so large an obligation 
on account of these houses, as 
between $50,000 and $60,000, 
or roughly two-thirds of . their 
value; 

( d) who bou:ght the eight houses 
that appear to have been sold 
and who received the proceeds 
of the sale; 

• 
( e) who is in charge of the remain-

ing twenty-two . houses and 
what, if anything, is he receiv
ing for his services; 

( f) is it correct that the doors are 
open and the houses are invad
ed by goats, dogs; .poultry, etc., 

• 

and have been rendered unfit 
for human habitation; 

(g) does the Government propose to 
act on the Auditor-General's 
suggestion as to selling these 
houses, and if not what steps 
does it propose to take for the 
purpose of managing this pro
perty in the best possible way 
until an oppor.iunity occurs · to 
get rid of the houses; 

(h) are the houses insured, if so 
by whom, with what funds, and 
to what amount; 

(i) has the Hon. John Anderson any 
active connection with this en
terprise at the present time, 
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and if so what is ~e receiving 
for his services in connection 
with it. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
• 

Mr. Stirling is preparing the answer. 
MR. VINNICOMBE asked Hon. the 

Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to 
,; 

table a copy of the local ·pttblic news 
rnessa.ge sent out by the Compiler on 
March 15th inst. ' 

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS :-The answer • 

lS 
• 1n 

tl1e co11rse of preparation. 
MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. the 

"""' Prime Minister:-
(a) If certain proposals were sub

n1itted to the Government re
garding the establishment of a 
paper and pulp industry on 
Deer Lake; 

(b) if such proposals were made, 
why were they rejected. 

HOR. THE PRIME MINISTER:
Certain proposals were made by the · 
Reid Newfoundland Company and 
were withdrawn. There were three 
documents in all. They will be tabled. 

Pursuant to notice, and 1 on motion 
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chai~. 
Mr. Scammell took the Chair of 

Committee. · 
· Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

I . 

Mr. Chairman from the Committee 
• 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them' ref erred, had made 
so1ne p·ro·gress, and asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On n1otion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ·ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again · 
on to-morrow. , . 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill 
entitled ''An Act to amend the Act 11 
Geo .. V, Cap. 6 entitled ''An Act 'to 
Confirm a Contract Between the Gov
ernment and the St. Lawrence Timber, 
Pt1lp and Steamship Company, Limit-

ed,'' was read a third time and passed, · 
and it was ordered that it be engross
ed, being entitled as above, and that it 
be sent to . the Legislative Council with 
a message requesting the concurrence 
of that body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to co.nsider the Loan Resolrt·· 
tions. 1 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair . 
Mr. Scammell took the Chair of 

Committee. 
MR. HIGGINS:~Mr. Chairman, it 

is not my intention to delay the l{ouse 
on those resolutions. I wish for a few 
moments to draw attention to the loan. 
It is useless to delay or even try to de
lay the passage of this Bil 1 or any 
other Bill. The Government will do 
what it thinks fit or what it pleases to 
suit and obtain its own ends. It is a 
pathetic picture and a sad situation to 
find oneself in, to come up here and 
say much. We got to pay our bills 
and we have to raise a loan to do so. 
It is nothing but · an absurdity to put 
all the trouble down to the war. The 
war was undoubtedly the chief cause 

' 

up to the end of 1919, but since that, 
no. We should be honest with our
selves and the public at large. There 
is not the least doubt but that the 
Government has been incompetent 
and incapable. There is no satisfac';" 
tion in gettin·g up here and saying 
what we would li~e to say about the 
conditions and affairs of the Govern-· 
ment. This Government is callous to 
honesty, duty, honour and criticism. 
It is ridiculous to say that the Minis
ter . of Finance is abroad to raise a 
loan and then come in here and find 
that the money has already been spent. 
I sympathize with the Prime Minister 
in his estimates. He then well kne\\r 
that the revenue was going to be two 
and a half ·millions short in June. We 
wo11ld not mind about the loan being 
gone if there were any returns for 
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llaving spent it. It is all very well to 
talk, but I repeat th~t it is just as 
well to gi,re up the idea that we are 
any longer capable or fit to govern 
ourselves. We do not deserve Re
sponsible Go,1ernment, we cannot con
trol our own affairs. It is only a 
comedy to be in here, it is tragic. We 
must have the loan because it has been 
spent. Of course we got to get it. 
The ${),000,000.00 we · are now raising 
has been practically all spent. The 
Prime Minister knows that the ques
tion is not what we can raise now, but, 
how much will you have to raise next 
yea.r? There is another seriou~ ques
tion, and that is, how much will you 
or any other Prime Minister be able 
to raise in .future years when we are 
so hea~1ily in debt? Millions more 
must be raised. The money has been 
spent and squandered but we must 
pay our debts. We have to get to
gether and try and get the country out 
of this hole, get together, I say, and 
do our best, for God's sake put in two 
weeks work, get down to some real 
busin.ess ·from ·which you can get some 
concrete results. 

$16,000,000.00 .gone in two years in 
a little country like this. It is like the 
~tory of Monte Cristo. The Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries away shirk
ing his duties to those who elected 
him. I wonder if he has had a dream 
down South? Everything in this 
country has the Hall-Mark of Coaker. 
Argentia Railway, Pit-Props, Pulp
wood, Branch Railways, H.umber 
Deals and God knows what. Where is 
it all going to end? Dr. Campbell is 

• 
down in the Agriculture Department~ 

Could you ever dream of such a farce? 
The Prime Minister said himself that 
Dr. Campbell had $800,000.00 under 
his own control, and he is using and 
squandering this just as he likes. It 
may be all very well to go in and get 
$5,000.00 for this district for useless 
needs · and $5,000.00 for that, but in· 
spite of our thanks did you ever hear 

I 

of such a farce before? $800,000.00 
under his absolute control and not the 
least ch.eek on anything. Why only a 
few years ago $800,000.00 was the 
total amount of our revenue in this 
country, and now that amount is actu
ally given one doctor to squander and 
make himself rich on. Mr. Jennings 
the other day resented the idea of his 
depart1nent being criticized. His de
partment is just as bad as any other. 
The expenditure for public roads last 
year only cost the Government the en
ormous sum of $97 5,000.00; no check, 
no check whatever. If Dr. Canip~ell 

wanted ·money to move the clouds 
from the South Side Hi lls he would 
take it and no one would say na).r 
against him. The Mounted Police 
again will cost this poor overburdened 
country thousands of dollars, and 
what do you want them for? They 
are of no use to us, because we cannot 
aff or~ them? You want a . nerve as 
big as the Prime Minister's-and God 
knows that is big enough-to dream of 
entering upon such squandering 
schemes. 

Twelve months ago the Government 
came down here and said that it had 
to face a loss in revenue. You should 
have immediately cut down your ex
penses to meet that, but instead of 
that you · add douply to your expenses. 
We would have helped you then. We 
would not have expected everything 
perfect, but we do say this, that to be 
told to-day that estimates are and will 
be the same, dollar for dollar as last . 
year is absurd and disgraceful. You 
are too lazy to try and save a ·dollar . 
We are asked to consider seriously 
and sensibly the passing of $11,000,-
000.00 when the statements you put 
up the other day of revenue ·were 
false. How, I ask you, can you spend 
$11,000,000.00 when you only have 
$8,000,000.·00 coming in and still have 
a surplus? Why not close up some of 
your departments? . Close down the 
railroads, cut out the steamers, give 
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tts one mail per month if you like, do 
anything, you know as well as we do 
that we cannot afford it. You as a 
Go·vernment are shirkin.g your duty, 
and then to ask 'us to pass that loan is 

\ 

nothing short of criminal. To say you 
do, not care is only putting it mildly. 
You wait and expect something to turn 
up. What can you expect? It is not 

-
wise probably, but I say as Newfound-
lander to Newfoundlander that if we 
are honest with ourselves and the peo
ple who have made us trustees, we 
should go and rip the bowels out of' 
this useless expenditure and tell the 
people we cannot afford it. If a man 
cannot afford a car he should not run 
one, if we cannot afford luxuries we 
certainly should go without them. I 
say right here, we · cannot do it, so it 
is better to cut it out, and protect and 
def end ourselves and the country en
trusted to our care. 

I go further and say in all serious
ness that I think that if the Govern
ment does not this very session get 
down to business and tackle this 
question seriously that it will be all 
chaos~ Everythin,g .will be gone. I 
say that in all seriousness, and with a 
full appreciation of the seriousness of 
the statement. Unless this wreckless 
extravagance is stopped and this. 
gross inc0mpetence put an end to t' •e 
time will come when we will not have 

• a House of Assembly. It has got to 
be stopped; the people will not stand 

· for it. It is time to get over this 
gaiety. This is the time when men 
are wanted who will get down to do
ing something seriously. B~t what 
do we find the Government doing? 

_,_ . 
We come in here and we pick · up a 
statement likes this: 
Deer Lake, Bonne Bay Road $160,000 
Badger Hall's Bay Road .. 

· Colinet Road.... .... .... -·-· 
Rockey River Bridge.. .... . ... 
Storms, Damages Acct..... ____ · 
Agriculture and Mines Dept. 

1660,0100 
19,500 
8,500 

150,000 

on Relief Acct... .... ____ ---· 800,000 

• 

Railway Co~mission Acct. 
less the $2,500,000 pro-
vided for of $3,250,000 in 
1921 loan.... ·-·- ..... .... ___ _ 

Railway Capital Acct. spent 
$200,000, to be spent 

$150,000.... ·--- -··· ·--- ---- -·-
Money required to meet de-
• 

' i ficit on Railway opera-
tions 1922-23 ____ ---· ___________ _ 

Public Charities Able Bod}! 

760,000 
, 

350,000, 

' . 

1,000,000 

Acct..... ---· .... .... ..... ____ .. ,. 183,000 
Balance for general pur-

poses of the Colony____ _ ___ 2,409,000 

$6,000,000 

Now there is ' not enough left there 
to ineet the shortage on the 30th of 
.. Tune next. So that the truth is there 
won't be a single dollar· coming here 
that is not already spent. If that is 
the sit11ation wh.y does not the gov
ernment come· down here and say we 
'vill not 'p·a.ss these estimates; we 
will cut out a million and a half; a11 ... 

.tb.e way to cut down is not to cu t 
salaries. The '\Vay to strip them is 
to cut out the 11nnecessary depart
ments. Newfoundland can't a:ttorl 
those frills to-day. Cut them out al:
together . 

Now here ·is an instance of one 
million dollars allowed for a loss next 
~rear in th.e, operation of the raliroad. 
Why the exact amount of one million? 
Why not five· millions, and whJr ~ot 
l1a.lf a million? What does this mean? 
Are we going to have the lovely 
spectacle of the past two years re
peated and a resolution brought in 
here at the last minute to give the 
Governor-in-Council authority to 
carry on and do ·as they "Fish with the 
railroad. 

I say now, and I tl1ink I ex pres! 
the opinion of this side of the House; 
that we ought not to be asked to 
vote these estimates until the whole 
policy .of the Government has been 
i11ad.e clear, untl we lcnow whether or 

( 
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not it is the opinion of the gentlemen 
"vho a.re at present in charge of af
fairs that the country . should con
tinue indefinitely the policy of bor
rowing in order to keep the wheels 
t11rning. What are you goi11g to do 
\vith the tariff for instance? We 
rec lly want to know whether you in
tend doing anything except ~orrow? 
'Here we J1ave to-day a· pretty situ.
ation. The Legislature was opened 
for the purpose of business, ·and four 
members of the Executive Govern-
111en.t are out of tqe country. The 
idea of responsible government has 

' 
sin~pl~ be.en thrown to the w·ind. 
Wl1en you expect the Leader of the 
government to come in he·re apd 
]landle half a dozen departm.ents it 
means that the whole tl1ing is a 
slump. A remark made by the Leader . 
of the Oppositio11 last year is very 
apt. It is a fair description of the 
conduct of the government. Tl1e ex-

the telegraph service, half the mail 
service is pure waste. But still we 
ca.n't get enough. inoney to run the 
' 

<~ountry·. And now as if to top ~II the 
wa.steful expenditures you come in 
·!)ere and a.sk for a sum of money to 

I 

1)tlY six horses so that a fe,v of ot1r 
!imbitious members of the. police 
[force woulcl pr·ese11t a handsome ap
>peara:p.ce on the streets. Wha.,t a 
nice spectacle·? Wb.en we are trying 
to keep down expenses .and save the 
people from any more excessive taxes 
~ve have to get six horses to keep .. 
t,he race track clear. If this were 
tf one by the big fello~"vs arou~1d St. 
:T'ohn's, of whom Mr. Coaker use to 
tn.1.l\: in y?ars gone by, · one could un.-, 

derstand it. But this is done bv the . . 
peop·le's governme.nt, the l..iiberal Re
form Go·vernment, and Mr. Guppy re
bresenting the toilers of the North 
~s prepa.red to sanction th-is kind or 
thing. Did you ask the Minister of 

penditure of public monies by the ~ustice what he wanted these horses 
present govern.ment he described as 
resembling ·the conduct of a crowd of 
drunken sailors. The rank and file 
of the govern.ment members 'know 
nothing about what tb.e m.oney is 
n.eeded for and what becomes of it. 
our Leader comes in here and says 
the· money is gone and that is all 
you know ab.out it. You have no 
sense of duty or responsibility gov
ernme·nt at all. Now, I as'k, Mr. Chair
man, what is tl1e use or sense of 
ca.rrying 011 this farce any further? 

. What is the sense of going on like 
this? We }k.now, and .one or t'vo 
members of the government know, 
that the revenue is very uncert.ain 
because of the fall in prices; But 
why not play safe and lop off a lot 
of this unecessary expend.iture? 

I can quite under3tand the,1 position 
that in strenuous times the govern
me11t should try and get as much 
service for money expended as pos
sible~ but half the expenditure is only 

1w2 ste. Half the railroad service, h.alf 

for, why he was getting the mounted 
' police'? You did, of GOurse; and he 

tc,Jd· you that they 'vere needed to 
preve·nt motor spe.eding. What .a 
joke, to hand that out to the people. 
Now you know "rhat you wanted 
them for. You were afraJd the people 
would become indignant and you 
tho·ugbt they 'vo11ld l1e afraid of a 
horse. I confess I didn't know before 
f.hat people were so much afraid of 
horses. 

Sucl1 waste has never been know11 
before in Newfoundland. T'hen he·re 
again we find in answer to a. question 
that the governme11t spent $2,000 to 
buy facts about Newfoundland.- No\v 
what are the facts that a·re· given. 
The fa.cts are these: Some man 

' 

crossed the harbour in 1891, a.nd 
some other man raised a flag on some 
buildin.g on May 10th, 18.88, and so 

' 
on. And these books are purchased 
and sent out of Newfoundland. Now 
when is ·this waste·ful, experidit,ure 
going to end? Is it not time that 've 

, 
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seriously 
for the 

got down to business, and 
attempted to do something 
6ountry? We on . this side of the 
House are going to make an honest 
~ttempt to do our duty to the pe.ople, 
and these estimates 'vill not be passecl 
until we i have satisfied ourselves that 
we have brought to light the waste
_ful expenditure and extravagance that 
is being carried on by the govern
n1ent. We honestly · want to know 

I 

wl1ere you are going to get this $11, .... 
000.000. If any gentleman on the 
other side can get up in his seat andl 
tell us where you are going to get 
this re·venue I will take back every .. 
thing I h'.ave said. No'v that is a 
pretty fair proposition. There are 
humerous instances of fanc~ expendi
ture that one could point out, but 
one. doesn't want to become too per
sonal. Here is an increase of $340,000 
for the Marine & Fisheries Depart
ment, and the honourable gentlemen 
opposi.te takes that as being quite in 
line with the parody of the past that 
the man should be drawing his salary 
from a government department aljl.rl 
not see the dep.artment for the past 
six months. Not a solitary thing is 
done that could be offered as an ex
cuse for earn.ing the money. Out 
of the 15 millions of dolla.-rs that have 

• 
been spent during the past two and 
half years ove~ revenue 13 m·illions 
can be traced to the wild drean1s of 
this one 1nan, the folly o.f one man. 5 
millions thrown a way in on.e lot to 
the railroad. The Prime Minister got 
ur) in his seat two years ago and con
('lemned the Reids lock. stock ' and 
barrel, but Mr. Coaker leads him into 
the trap, and once in he could n.ot get 
out. The honourable member of 
Bonavista., Mr. Coaker, got drunk 
with power, and as a result we have 
13 millions .1 of dollars out of the 15 
millions are attributable directJy to 
bis folly. I told you earlier that he 
would not be back to this) House this 

session, and I tell you again now 

that he will not attempt to take nis 
seat no matter how long this House 
is open. And we are seriously asked 
by the reninant of tile light briga.de 
that he has left behind. to vote 
these estimates of 11 millions of 

• I 

llollars. 
I think it will be recognized that 

this side of the House has be·en very 
tair so far in our criticism of the 
conduct ot ·the government, and that 

. . 

is the attitude we propose to continue 
throughout. · 

I put it to them to .. see tha.t a little 
life is put in the executive and that 
the few membe.rs of that body whu 
are left in the . country make some . . 

effort to atone for the w·ork done and 
to trim do·wii expenditures to some
thing in line with what we are able to 

· meet. I would like to say I will vote . 
·for the loan because i:t would be 
-wrong to opp·ose it, for whether r·ight
ly or wrongly incurred, it is a debt 
bn the C.olony a·nd · we are morally 
houncl to pa.y it. The pity of it is . 
tha.t the gentlemen who have been 
playing with that money ha,ren't to 
pay it back themselves. It is Iilre a 

' i11an playing cards, it is alright to 
\take another's seat and sling away at ,. 

' 
his money-it ·is he who is the loser. 

. ' 

T'hat is the attitude you have taken 
an attitude of total indifference. You 
go a.head an.d 'keep oh hoping for 
~omethin~ to turn u'p and I a~k the 
Hon. Prime· Minister in the light of 
the statements made by himself, does 
he not tl1ink it · is time to tell the 

1leople fairly that he cannot give 
I 

·the:m. the se.rvices ·of last year as he 
has not got the money to pay for 

'.them. 

HON. PRIME M!NISTER :-As 
the Hon. Dr. Can1pbell . is . not in the 
H.ouse, Mr. Chairman, 1 would like to 
draw the attention of·· the honourable 
member opposite to that ·fact tha he 

• 
ha.s in1advertent1y· stated · the position 
of that gentleman wrongly. The. $800,-
000 handled by him ·represented the 
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:fund of all the mass of work he has 
done and which is now in c.ourse of 
rJ91npletion, the cutting of pit-props, 
pulp wood, road work etc. My hon
orable friend _ evidently misunder
stood. 

MR. HIGGINS:-He went out and 
made the contracts. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-Yes, 
subject to the control of ther executive 
he had no responsibility personally. 
It is not fair that such statements 
should go abroad as that he alone 
was r~sponsible. An.other reference . 
to the Hon. Minist~r of Agriculture & 
Mines is that he was dealing 011ly 
with such matte·rs as relief, things 
that in the ordinary case of events 
would go to the department under the 
Cllarge of Mr. O'Dwyer. Instead of 
gi'ving out Poor Relief. I agree that 
in some cases the government has 
been taken advantage of by p·e.ople 
who were not really deserving, and 
while that has · occurred--! heard of 

\, 
two cases only this morning-where 
1nen getting work we.re said to be 
·well oft-some have swindled · the 
government in that they hav·e taken 
work from others; but w·here you are 
dealing with such wor·k a.nd such 
numbers of men it is impossible to 

· get a statement of character from 
ea,ch one and to have every man 
thoroughly honest. If the Hon. Dr. 
Campbell were here he .would be able 
to defend himself. 

MR. HIGGINS:-! would say the 
same· if he were here. . I hope the 
Hon.. Prime Minister understand8 

~ 

that it is not because he is ,not here 
that I said it. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:_.Oh no, 
not a.t all. 

MR. BEN1'1"'ETT:-Mr. Chairman, I 
do not propose to dela,y the commit
tee on this Fesolution pa.rticularly aft- · 
~r the exhaustive address of my cu1 
league that bas, been listened to with 
such pleasure. But I cannot let the 
opportunity pass without placing my-

self on record in connection with this 
loan which Mr. Higgins ha.s said is a 
debt of honour as far a.s the Colony is 
concerned. It has bee·n tendered for 
and is available and the worst of it 
·all is that it has practically all 

• 
been spent, already. When the Hon 
Prime Minister a few days· ago in an· 
swer to a question by the Leader of 
the ·Opposition, as to what uses the 
loa,n was to be put, tabled his reply 
the n1embers on this side of the Hous·e 
were astounded. We had 34nticipated 
that so·me money would be required, 
but we also thought that the major 
portion ot the loan would be. ava.ilable 
for works next sum-m.er or the follow
ing year, .but to our surprise w't~ found 
when the loan was tabled that it wa~ 
practically all s!pent and if not quite ' 
all it will be when the deficiit at th, 
end of June will require to be paid. 
This· conditio·n of things h~ now· go\. 
beyond the stage -of being treated· 
lightly; it c.annot be treated any way 
but seriously. It is be·yond a joke and 
has reache·d a stage th~t no Govern
ment can pass lightly over, and the 
country is . at last awakening to the 
true :financial situation. At la.st ses, 
sion and the· previous one. we, from 
this side of the House continually im
pressed on the governme·nt the abs-01 
ute necessity for economy. We point 
ed out then that ec,onomic condition~ 

' 

in this country .had developed so r·av .. 
idly that ·we would be overtaken :by 
disaster if drastic measures were not 
intr·oduced to reduce the ~normous ex
penditures. Those of us who ha.d the 
opportunity of studying the sitl1ation 
could see the eno·rmous falling off in 
revenue, anticipated that we were gv 

ing to get back to pre-war figures and 
that to keep solvent we· should cut . 
our expenditures to the pre-war rate:. 
Instead of reductions we find in
creruses · in pra.ctically . every branch 

' ·Of tbe public service. We hav·e mone) 
spent in all directions, on current ac-

. . 

count, if not on ca.pita! account, to an 

extent unprecedented in the histoey 
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of the country and this despite th~ 

fact that the revenue is falling every 
1mon th. But the Ho·n. Prime M111is t~1 
and the Hon. Minister of Finance siay 

all is well, the country is alright, 
d·ont worry but go along and keep It 

going. We can borrow all we like 
and while we can ·do that we needn't 
care. That i& wha.t they s.ay. Now 

. borrowing is essential to all countries 
and it is often claimed th~t the bigger 
the debt the more prosperous the 
country. I say yes, borrow for tht
purpose o·f public utilities, the deve1-· 
opn1ent of our natural resources, the 
increased efficiency of the service anu 
the general welfare of the people Ml.d 
country, but dont be borrowing to 
squancler and throw it away, borrow
ing millions to throw to the four 
\Vin(1s of Heaven, beca.use· that is crim 
'.nal. Last ye·ar you borrowed 6 miJ · 
lio11s and wl1at haAve you to show for 
it to-da.y. Only the payment of a lot: 
of bad debts, deficits on the railway, 
salt,. fish a,nd the useless branch rail
way to Argentia a'nd to make up the 
2 1-2 millions to the re·venue. Now if 
that 6 millions were . raised to build 
up some industry or promote some en
terprise that wo.uld give employme·nt 
to the people and be the means of 
bringing in revenue, it would be sound 
finance. But to borrow and squa.nder 
can ha.ve only one ending and that is 
forecasted in the fact. that we a.re: con 
sicering the borrowing of another 6 
milli.ons to be used in a similar man
ner. Nothing more brazen and out
rageous as to the allocation o·f enorm
ous sums of money was ever laid be
ft.>re the people than the propositio; \w 
of a few daNs ago. Now let us analyzo 
the statement of the Ho,n. Prime ~lfn. 
ister a.nd see where the money is gone. 
We thought .it would be sufficie11t to 
keep g·oing for 6 months, that the H•.>n. 
Prime Minister whe·n he was going to 
raise the lo·an would have some next 
Y«~a~· to help fight the election but he 

wont have a dollar even for that 

wb.ich might be Iaud~ble business. 

Here we have $160 ,000. for the Ronne 

Bay r,oad. I submit that that is an 
absolute waste. Even in our paln1y 
d.ays no Go,rernm.ent would have da.ref.t 
to bu.ild a roajd that is of such little 
use. It might have been alrigh: it• 
t11e winter then when we had no s11lvJ.. 

rt1nning, for the purpose of n1e·n 
g·etting to the railroad, but to spe11cl 
it r1o'v is a terrible waste. T'l1er9 if! 
anot!-1er $16·0,00·0 here to pay ti1f; bal, 
a.n8e on the Badger Road. That. r<>ad 
cost something in the neighl>ourJ1ood 
of $500,000. 

lVIINISTER .OF WORKS:--N(>t so 
rn.u cl1 as that-$399.,595 was the r11_1 .. 

cost. 
l\/fR. BENNETT :-What is thr. $160-

000 for. 
MINISTER OF WORKS:~To J11ak~ 

up tl1e .baJa11ce that was spent on. e·x~ 

pe11se account. The·re was $500,00 J for 
r e lief work on tl1e three roads. 

• 
MR. BENNET'T:-And over $700.,--

DOO was spent. 
l\.i1INISTE'R OF WORICS:-Tha.t wab 

over and above $500,000 went on ex ,, 
pense acc,ount. • 

l\1R. BENNETT:-Ab4)·ut $700,(;)U a .. 

together was spent on the thre·e roal!t. 
:\tfr. Chair1nan, and I say thait perJ1ape 
Ol1t side the Colinet Road which does 
lead some·where, every dollar of that 
n1oney was wasted and 1t would l1ave 
been better for the representativds c.1 
the districts to have been looking aft
er their constituents as they should 
n.nd see that the money was no: wast. 
ed in sendi11g men into the wilclerues~ 
where they had to toil under e,,.ery d~ 
'-1.dva11ta.ge. It would have been bet
ter to have kept them at homt' to . 
ma,ke the roa1ds in their own diHt 1·icth
!Jassa ble. .. 

MINISTER OF WORKS:-Whv wer~ 
Ollr opponents sent in the campaigtt 
\ 11itll promises of a railroad from Bn.d
p;er to Hall's Bay. 

. M!R. BENNETT:-A railroad 'voult. 
have been b·etter than this road, you · 

' . . 
can11ot haul anything on this road. 
That is all moonshine someo11e ba! 

' 

, 
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been putting over·· on you.. You rJ1ust· 
l"' ~t\'e been dreamlng abol1t it. 

MINISTER OF . WORKS:-Our .: op
ponents tried to be elected o·n it. 
, MR. BENNET1' :_:.Oh you col1lclr1'l 

' 

be defeated, you 'Yere so perfect .. 
MINISTER OF WORKS.:-You car1t 

• I 

<Ief eat me in thait district. 
MR. BENNETT:-! will go the.re 

aga.inst you any day. The ma.Ll who 
l · u t the ticket on you is not here 11ow 
to Io.ok out for )Tou. The mone:\r T t,:a.) 

• 

was wasted and instead of senrijr1g 
the men to the bottom of Greetl Bay 
they should ha.ve be.en ma!king road8 
all over Bonavista and othe·r ba.ys. 

• Now. ta.ke the roads in Bay .. de:Verde, 
the district for which .my friend l\!I1. 
J_Je,Grow is the represe·ntative, they are 
simply deplorable. I really do nr,t 
know how the people can strund ff>r it. · 
In Placen~ia, Trinity and Bonavista 
the·re is a large road mileage and this 
money if spent there would be of be11e 
fit and would have ke,pt the pe,o.ple at 
home instead of them ha.ving to go in
to the wilderness to try and eke 011t 
an e~istence. The me·n know that t11e · 
money was wasted and to the. discrec.t 
it of the cou:ntry it is an ·open secret 
now that no adequate return was gi'1-
en by th·ose engaged on the w·ork. T:hey 
became masters of the situaJtion a11<1 .1 

have been told by Mr. Graham who 
was in charge of the works, that t11e ~y 

' told him they would take no act~rice 

from him. The waste · was unwarra1tt 
ed :lind the money could have l>eP11 
spent to good effect as good roads are 
a.n asset to any country. I was go
ing on to descri.be how this money 
'vould be appropriated, there is $160-
000 for the Deer Lake road and an
other amount for al bridge to be built 
over Rocky River this spring or in all 
about $3,700,000 in addition to thl. 
-amount voted last session. It will go 
down in history as the most e·xtra.va
gant expenditure of public monies in 
the history of the country. 

·MR. JENNIN1GS :-No, it isn't. 
~R. 1BENNETT:-It is a po,litica~ 

• 

crime; the man on the street know& 
it alnd the man on Water St., also who 
11as to go to the ,Custom House an<I 
pay the taxes. You could have got 
better results for the money. 

l\J:INISTER OF WORKS:-Is it a 
crime to give employment. 

MR. BENNErTT:-If you had an~ 

se.nse you would not defend it for a 
. . ' 

moment. You know it was · not spen'l 
honestly, 
· MINISTE·R OF WO·RKS.:-The only 
dishonesty was on the part of the men 
c,n the wortk. 

MR. BENNE'TT:-T·he Auditor Gen 
eral h~d something ·to say in his re
J) Ort of the men working there . 

MR. BIDNNEJT'T:-Now sir, is that a 
· sca.ndal or is it not. 

MINISTE'R OF PUBLI1C WORKS:
Why dont you read all the report. 

' 

. MR. BENNE'T'T:-I do not read al.t 

the report. It is not necessa;ry. 1 
merely want to bring borne to yott ana. 
those associated with you your crim
inal act in squa.ndering this money 
\vithout any hope or id.ea of getting re 
turns for it. But you will have to an .. 
s"rer for it to a t.ribunal that is now 
'vaitjng t() deal with you. That tri
hunal is the pe.ople and they will see 
· t.ha.t you do .not get .ba.ck here. We· 
are finished with this class <>f govern
ment. T'he curse of this country is 
yotl a11d the class you re.present. Yoh 
a,re not even an ornament to tht 
Chamber. The whole thing is nothing 
but a conti11uation of scandals and 
crimes and you are one of those re
sponsible for it. 1The country ·is well 
sBrved by such illustrious represe.ntac
tives as we, see b.efore us. 'The Prime 
Minister is running the country ann 
you have to bow to· his will. He stat 
ed in the House that he and the Min
ister of Fina11ce ha.d opened the loan 

I 

tenders ~nd they awarded the contract 
'vitho11t any consultation with the Ex
ecutive. If the people were not sway
ed by prejudice, and ju.dged you on 
yo11r merits alone, I wonder w-here 
1/ ()U would all be. · 
• 
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Now, the ne.xt item is $15·0,00·0 for re 
pairing of damage done by storms. 
This amount was spent by th.e De1pt. 
of Marine and Fisheries for able bod
ied pajllper relief, by order of. ;Council. 
I dont know exactly what that me·ans 
nor did I know that the !Marine anu. 
Fisheries De·partment had been turned 
into a 'Charity department. 

This $8·0·0,000 in conn.ection with 
which the Prime Minister too·k such 
strong exception to the re·marks of my 
l1on. friend, Mr. Higgins, furnishes 
another exaJmple of how the Govern
n1ent is run. My private opinion is 
that the E,xecutive was no mo,re con .. · 
sulted on this than they were on tht 
matter of the Loan, but in this case it 
was the Prime Minister and the Min .. 
ister of Agriculture and Mines instead 
of the Minister of Finance, who put 

' ' 

their heads together and d'ecide,d the 
Agriculture started se·nding mo,n·ey out 
to everybody tl1at asked for it. It was 
a regular givings.-ou t and all you had 
to do if you wa.nted money was to go 
d·own and ™'k for it and you wer~ 

handed out a cheque with1out any 
question as to what was going to be 
done with it. That ca.n be coroborated 
by members representing outpo·rt dis
tricts in this House. The Prime Min
ister says this is b·eing done 10n the 
.authority of the whole E·xecutive, ..,;.,.!1.tt 

that, of course, m34Y, after all, be 
right, for the others. dare not hold a 
different o·pinion from his. When he 
sa,ys a thing is white, you say it is 
white; if he says it is ·black, you sa) 
it is black; when he says ·loan, yo·'h. 
say loan; when he · SafYS Dr. ·Campbell. 
you say D·r. ·Campbell, but still you ob 
jected a few days ago to the sugges
tion that you moved at the crack 0t. 

the whip. 

I am fair enough to say that ttt1b 

expenditure under the Dep34Tt:ment if 
Agriculture will bring at least so·me 
returns. Th.ese pit prop~ or pulpwood 
are being cut under contract with the 
A.N.D. ·Co., and the colony will realize 
probably fifty· or sixty thousand doll-

are, but the other allocations are en
tirely gone, thrown away literally and 
npt a cent of returns will be got for 
them. 

The next item on the list is $750,0001 
for the Railway , Commission. Thii. 
n1ea11s a total expendit·ure on the rail
v1ay of $3,260,000, 2,250,000 of that hM 
already bee1n voted and the balance or 
$760,000 which we see here. In othe1· 
words, after having alrea.dy voted fo:t 
t:q.a t purpose the sum of two ·· and a 
half million dollars, we now find C:t 

deficit of another $760,000. 

In addition to that we w'ill have to 
vote another million for the first oL 
July to meet the deficit for 1922-23, in 
all the sum of $4,260,000 will have 
been spent on the railway inside of 
~; ig·hteen mo·nths. 

Then there is the item of $183,0100 
for ablebodied pauper relief. 1 T'hat 
. 'v34s provided to meet the extraordin
ary conditions that existed the preseu-. 
winter and its expenditure was Utl 

avoidable. It was shared in by those 
wl10 'vere usually independent as well 
as the permanently needy. That 
le,~ves a balance of two millio,n doll
ars out of the six million loan. It 
will be the same story when we 
square accotlnts and the same amount 

• 

will be required again. 'The expendi-
tt1re has already exceeded the revenue 
by two million dollars and it will be 
three million by the last o·f June. If 
we get fifty thousand dollars returns 
from the money spent by the Agricul
ture and· '.Mlines Dept. it will be JU!!' 

sufficient with the two and a half mil~ 
lions left from the loan to m.eet the 
deficit for this year and after that are 
you not in the smme position that you 
were in before you got this six mi1 
lions. In the estimates $11,0·00,000 is 
11eeded for public service. Now, what 
revevue do you expe·ct to get? Will 
yot1 get eleven millions. will you get 
"'ight millions or even seven millions1 
No. Mr. Chairman, we will find our
selves in a "-"Orse · position when we 
meet next year than we are in to-day. 
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Is it the idea that we s.hould ask for 
another loan then? We on this side 

_of the House ·are accused o·f being 
r)essimistic and of continually knock
ing and we. are told that other coun
tries are in the same position that we 
are. Now, ever since I first came into 
this House I have had optimistiL 
ideas of the country and its p1oss10111 
ties and I want to continue with these 
'ideas but I deem it the duty of every 
11011. mem,ber here to tell the country 
the truth; you have got to a.waken 
the people to the danger of continu.ed 
extravagance. You must cut· your 
garn1ent 84Ccording to the cloth and 
if you have, not got the revenue you 
cant spend it. I pointed out the otheJ. 
day that while C'anada's per capita 
is so much greater than ours, that 
debt is owned by Canada. 'The great
er part of the Can~dian de·bt has beett 
taken up within that 1Country and the 
'money goes thru the 'Canadian banks, 
resulting in increased trade wliile the 
i11terest paya.ble does not go outside 
the c,ountry. W~at is. our p~ition, on 
tl1e other hand? At least ninety-five 
per cent. of our debt is owed O·utside 
the Colony and consequently the three 
mil lion dollars we pay in interest goes 
out thru the Narrows. 'That i.s gold 
sapped from the co·untry. Agajn, look 
a t the wealth of other countries with . 
·v.rl1ich you compare us, look at th.eir 
possibilities and res.ources. Here, we 
h.a ve all our eggs in one b·asket prac 
tJcally. 'T'rue we have a( few subs;idi
ary indust ries but these are 11ot very 
productive and therefo·re· we have but 
the one main industry, the fishery, to 
depend on and the outlook for that is 
none too promising for the coming 
year. We have the spe·ctacle of mer 
ch.ants being unruble this year, so 
great are the taxes they have to pay' 
to '"supply for the fishery. That is an 
unfortunate position and I ho·pe that 
before long ' they will see their way 
clear to supply with as much liberal-
ity as· in the past. It would indebd bt. 

a.n. unfiortunate day tor the c ·ountry 

that su.pplying would cease; it wou. u 
be just as well for us ~o pack our 
traps and get out. 

It is perfe.ctly alrurming when one 
considers the whole situation. If dur
ing the past few years we had had a 
government who deemed it their Juty 
to try and tide the c,ountry over the 
period of · bad times and get the l>eb 
results possible from the e~pena1 

tures made, the necessity for this six 
million dollar loan would n,ot be pres
ent to-day. Instead of that we 11a·Je 
the G.over111nent, in three years con
tracting de,bts to the a.mount of fiftee1 -. 
million dollars the interest on which 
\Vill hang like a millstone round tl1e 
necl{s of the people and those \vl10 

come after the·m. Mo11ey was spe11t 
when there was no neces,sity for it. " 
We talk of guaranteeing the HumlJe.r 
P1 (1positio·n ~nd that would be inftr1-
itely better than what has bee1t d0ne, 

· bad as it is. The principle under1)' 
ing that was a vicious one but l re
:peat it would be better had it lJeei .. 
'brought in for at Ie.ast the llecJple 
would have been given some etn1;loy
ment and the guarantee ma.y 01.. n1ay 
n.ot have to be paid. As it is now, 
there has been enough money s.qua.i1d
ered on useless work to start the Hum 
ber proposition. 

The conditions to-day are sca1tdal~· 

ous. This House is not pro·perly co11 
stituted; ministers who should he 
here are absent and there is no one 
here to answer ~ question if it is ask 
ed. I sug.gest that the . Mlnister O.t. 

Fisheries be recalled at once. H• .. 
should be made to understand that .i•.::, 

is the people's. servant and not their 
n1aster and he should be here to ac
cot1nt for what is going on in his de-, 
pwrtme.nt. The Minister of Finance, 
too is absent from the House ano. the 
c ·olony unnecessarily. He ma~r liave 
gone for other reasons than those co11 

· nected with the Loan .but of t
1 ' '"' t I 

have nothing to say and I trus+ his 
absence won~ be for long. . >1f1hf~ 

Hottse should be fully manned, ·· as 
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it is now, the Prime Minister has tt 

ans,ver· for everything and as he cn.n 

only take what the deputy heads ·Of 
tl1e various departments hand out to 
him and therefore the information 
supplied by 11im is only second ha.nd. 
It is not fair to him, it is not fair to 
the House and it is not fair to the 
counry. Take for example this $150,-
000 for able-bodied poor relief in the 
Marine and Fisheries Dept, What do 
we k11ow about this. ' The Prime Min
ister do·es not know anything about it 
and the Minister of Fisheries is not 
.here to tell us. Instead he is 11iding 
away in some congenial clime where. 
as Mr. Higgins said, the waters spar
lrle like gems. It is qltite obvious 
that the remedy for the present con 
dition is not to be fo·und in talk and 
debate in this H1ouse. The time i~ 

now come for aiction if Newfoundland 
' 

is to be saved. This Country has as 
good a chance as any other if things 
are handled right, but it behoves ev
ery man in this House and outside of 
it to give the best that is in him ttJ 
saive Newfoundland from the impend 
ing disaster that threatens to ove·rtake 
her. Now I do not sa.y this in a11) 

spirit of condemnation because the 
pres·ent Government have been up 
against a period within which man)' 
unfortunate things ha.ppened and that 
would have happened no matter what 
Government were in power. We would. 
have had depreciation in the prices l)f 
our products and otherwise have l1ad 
to encounter hard times the same as 

... 
people in other countries h3've had to 
face. Therefore, I do not blame tl1e 
Go,rernment on that score; but I do 
blame them for their total lack of ec
onomy and for tl1eir '~1a.nton extrava
gD.i1ce d11ri :r.1g the past eighteen months 

' 
B11t it is no use crying ove·r spi11eo. 
mill{ i10,v. We must try and sa;ve the 
old ' sh_ip of state. We must try, as 
Ne,vfoundla.nders ~ and save her ro'· 
011r children, if not for ottrselves. 

There is a time 'vhen every pttblic roa11 

is called upon to pla.y his part a11d in 

playing tha.t part let him put his 
C·ou11try first and put his party and 
11imself last. And let that ·spirit ba 
i11~ulcated in the people. Let us for-. 
get for a wh~le, at least, that we arE>-· 
IJ(>liticians. Let us t$e a political 
holiday like the nations of the world 
ha,, ~ taken a holiday with thei1· ar1ne 
a11d military forces. L~~t us try a · "" 
r> :J \. jate the onrusl1 of depressiov that 
:t1a;~ · engulf us in a manner that 've 
it1ay nevet" be able to raise our l~·~=11lt 
f.·:·.aili. As Mr. :1-:1 iggins has sa.~. ! . the 
r111estion sugge-4ts as to wheth1.:~1· TV" 

a I'(~ worthy to re·preseilt NewfouP.dla11d 
&.nd fit to go,vern ourselves. No,,· t•n.,z 

i~ a very serious indictment c1Jmi11g 
tro1.n a man like lVIr. Higgins, \\"'ho is:. 

li:IlO\\ n to be a very level-headed c.t :·,d 
\ ·:bo, as a general rule, tl1inks well be
f Pre he speaks. T could not hel 'l frot: · 
i>ein.g impres·sed v~ ith the serio,11sne~ 

of that statement and the truth ot it. 
Are we fit to gPvern our~~elve,s ao.d <tr e 
'\'Ve worthy of our countrv and ,,·ortby· 
of tl1e people \1\-'hl· sent t:s here? l~T

-:: r . man has got to answe·r that in 1•l!· 
OWil co·nscience., He has got to a J.<t1

1
· e 

~i' 11is mind as to whether this C1)t111-

trfy is to be saved or whether she ie 
t<) r·e bankrupt. I, therefo·re, wa11; ~o 

e1~1>ress the opinion that in supporting 
thP pa,;ssage of 1his Loan Bill that we 
d.o it with the 8tJirit that it is a mo ·-·~1 

o.bligation on this Colo11:y that r .as to 
be accepted. The bills are ~herE;, al.let 

' 

they have to be paid and in r ·~i 3i1it: 
the ~money I thinJr thalt the Colony bas 
d.one well. And r think that the term~. 

of the Loan are such a.s are wo·rt h ·1 of 
congratulation, hecause, under the ci\ 
cumstances, it is di:fficult to see how 
the :financiers could advance money 0!1· 

such terms. It may be $ unfortttn 
ate thing, the raising of this Loa.n.~ Pf!r 
.haps, one of the most unfort1111at~ 

things that we could do, but, h.owever, 
the bills ~e due .and they have to be 
paid and this money will only meet 
our immediate obligations. 

I trust that before it is ever coo

templated to bring down such a set 01 

I 

j 
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Resolutions in this House agai11, l\1r. 
Chairman, that your Governme11tj be
"rore doing so, will use every possible 
effort to show to the country how they 
can m~ke two end.s meet as , regards 

· their obligations. We are drifting. 
-we may weather the storn1s and avoid 
th.e s·hoals, but we certainly cannot e~
capeJ if we are not on the Iook-011t in 
tb.e best interests ot this country. 

MR. MACDONNELL:-Mr. Speak
er, I wish to inform you that I am 

. ' . 

going to speak for about three hours. 
The thing tha.t strikes me most 
ahout the Resolutjons is the absc•lttte 
hopelessn.ess ati~~ 2 bandonm.e11t of 
I~r::gislative Go--.rer~~T1ent, nameJy of 
tl.e p·eople, for the people and by the 
people. I am not talking politics 
because I do not have to talk politics:· 
itl this House,. nor do I have- to talk 
pcl~tics in t:.ry c11~ i·.1 ict to be ei~<·l.e<.l. 

l;(•.t I sav seric•usly here to day th~t • 

l bis idea of !3an·~t;tltting the Issue.~ of 
a loan-since the loan ha.s been re
ffoated already-is the total abandon
ment of Je,gislative government. I 

. ask·- y.ou Mr. Chairman. What are 
you? What am I? My answer is 
just the audience of a play. The 
actors create the stage, go through 
tl1eir va.rious parts, speak the speech 
as it is glibly on the tongue and we 
cannot interrupt while· the P1lay is on, 
tearing we might disturb the a.ctors. 

I 

When the play is over we can only 
criticise and condemn. Now that is 
our position here . to da.y. The gov
e1~nment have got the box receipts 
and they come 11ere for appl~use. I 
wa.nt ·at the same time to take issue. 
Regarding the Minister of Finance 
and Customs, as Mr. Higgins has said, 
he is not to blame; nor is Mr. Coaker 
to blame. The Prime Minister is 
.s_kipper of the Shi.p of Sta·te. He is 
in charge. How dare he she1lve· the 
burden on the mate. The· Hon Mr. 
Coaker made mistakes and I know he 
did. He made mista'kes be.cause he 
tried. to do ' something. The ~an who 
does not try to do anything never 

makes mistakes. A man cannot get 
·a grand reputation by sitting back in 
his seat and draw his salary for do
ing nothing. Mr. Coaker is not that 
type. He made nristakes and no 
one told him more so than I did. But 
that he should be blamed for the last 
t'vo years of goverhme.nt is rotten 
and wrong. I see to day on the other 
side of the House friends of m.ine, 
against whom I have nothing person-
ally n.o more than I have ~gainst a 
brother of mine, but who appears to 
me to be a museum of mummies and 
w·ho have no more brains or blood 
in them than there is in the bones of 
"lVIary March." Mr. Coaker · is your 
only man and Heaven knows b.e 
works. Remember, Mr . . Chairman, T 
am not talking politics now; but I 
will at a later period. At the present 
time I would suggest for .your con
sideration and for the consideration 
of this House a G.ospel an.d a very 
simple Gospel, na.mely, the Lord's 
Prayer ,-"Give llS this day our daily 
bread." It is common to all of 11s a,nd 
not a bit of sectarianism in it either. 
You grabbed from the , few what is 
the heritage ot the many. You sat 
in your seats, drew you salaries and 
·acquired w·ealth on the blood of a 
starving people. That is a hard 
statement to make and I do not want 
or like to make it, but it is neverthe
less true. The Minister of Public 
Works took issue with Mr. Bennett 
here and asked if it was wrong to , 
feed starving people. Isay no· it was 
not wrong. But I would like to ask 
the M.inister of! Public Works if he is 
a member of that government in 
charge of the affairs of this country 
the pa~t tw10 and a half years ~nd 
which government within that period 
spent $31700,000 of a surpl11s, spent 
all the revenue tl1ey collecte·d and 
1fiftee11 ~ilions of dollars besides. The 
.'Minister of the Public ·works Depart-
! n1ent is without a se.at in the execu-

:tive and is ·)at the beck and call . of 

• 
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'every one of the nine members of the 
executive. There should be no Min
isterial head who does not occupy a 
seat in the· E.xecutive 1Council. I do 
riot 'vant for a mon1ent to· discredit 
the Minister of P'Q.blic Works for I 
}{now of his honesty and sincerity of 
pltrpose, but I cannot h.elp criticising 
hin1 for the reas.on that when a cer·
tain de.feated candidate, one who was 
rejected by t11e people, gives him an 
order he has got . to fill it. The· gov ... 
er111nent came to this House and 
a,l)solutely cold-bloodedly- without 
telling us the facts how~ the last loan 
"\V~8 8p·Gnt--wB,nts us ~o vo1:e away 
another six millions, which you have 
spent already. Wh.ere is this thing 
going to end. Does any member op .. 
pos ite p·resume to tell me that yoll 
can float . your expenses in this coun
try from a people that are living on 
poor relief. Is it the policy to collect 
money on loans and spend it on. poor 
relief. I had a question on the Order 
Paper to day I answered regarding the 
Humber deal. When I got· that 
answer I began to wond.er. I know 
what the Hon. Mr. Coaker told me 
himself and I wish to God he was 
l1ere in his seat in this HouRe this 
tevening. It was a better· 'thing than 
raising money and sp1ending it on 
snow shovelling from which there 
were no return.s. I heard the message 
of Grand Falls told the day before 
yesterday th.at the Hu.mber River 
proposition could not fail to pay. The 
Prime Minister can get that statement 
,·erified if he will enquire from Mr. 
Judge. And still we are· here advanc
ing anothe.r six millions to pa.y for 
snow shovelling and relief work on 

' 

the Deer Lake-Bonne Bay Roa.d, 
which the people will never use be
cause they carry all their stuff in the 
summer time by steamer an.d in the 

' 

winter time by dog team.. But I am 
going to tell the House now that the 

s-cheme Mr. Coaker had in view re

garding the Humber River was a 

straight scheme and woul(l 1ncan 
so111ething big to this country, some~ 
thing bigger than snow shovelling 
' 
and poor r·elief. Now·, Mr. Chairman, 
I a;m going to tell you somethin:g else 
As far as I am personally con.cerned 
I may or may not have any influenc~ 
in the district of St. George's. but I 
~tn1 going to aclvise my constituents 
publicly by cf'r.cular rto pa.y no dut:y 
because I am sick of seeing money 
'handed in to the Treasu.ry and wa·ste~ 

and squandered on all kinds of wild 
oat schemes. They may take my 
views seriously, but all the same 1 
ttm going to tell them the story as I 
see it here and they can judge .for 
themselves. l do not believe that 
there is a man 'in th.is country or in 
this House to night w·ho is a greater 
Nationalist than I am. I am a Sei11 
Feiner, If you li.ke-"Ourselves for 
burselves," but I tl1ink that the tin1e 
has come. when we go~ to get up an~l 
admit that we cannot run this coun -
try any longer. That hits me harder , 
perha.ps, than any other man in this 
House because! I believe in-our coun
try, in our capabilities and in our
selves. 

The figures that we have submitted 
to day before us reminds me of a in an 
who goes to the Bank of M.oritreal 
and places a three months note for 
$300. When it comes due he goes to 

· tl1e Ba11k of Nova Scotia and places 
·another note for $300. When that 
note comes due he goes to the Bank. 
of Comm~rc·e ai:id places one1 Jfor . 
$600 and pays off the other two and 
the·n thinks thait everytb}ing ~ ::is 
straight so far as h.e is concerned. 
Now that ,is what the government is 
doing to day~ You are simply piliD:g· 
it on. I w·ant to ask any single m.em
ber of the g·overnmen.t to day if he 
has any suggestion to offer beyon.d 
waiting for somet11ing unusual to 
turn up. I am going to ask you more 
than that. Do you thin~ straight a5 
a government, clo you think as New·-. 
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foundlanders that you are entitled to 
sit in the seats y-0u are sitting in. 
Don't you think that it is your duty tfa) 
come straight to this House and say 
I cannot handle the affq,irs of tl1e 
country and they say let us all go. 
What business have you got here if 

.-you cannot handle the proposition? 
What busir1ess have any . of · us got 
~here if we a r e 11nable ·to handle the 
situation. I am not speaking for one 
side or the other. Let us all get 
out and let the people send men here 
'vho. can handle it. Two a.nd a halt 

. mi lion dollars squa11 dered last yea.r; 
God k.nows how much this year, I 

d.on't. There are members opposite 
sitting down calmly in their seats to 
night who ma.y be inclined to take 
my observations for ·a joke or for 
ca.ptious criticism, but they will find 
ere long that the people of this coun
t ry will place the bt1rden where it 
r ightly belongs. I want to say Sir 
that all from North to South and 

I 

from East to West over this countr~· ---
there is a wave and a cry am.ong the 
people.-~ They are wondering what is 
the.' matter and what is gotng to be 
tl1e end of them. They ask me but 
I c11nnot answer them correctly. I 
(lo not know. I do not know whert:~ 
we . are drifting or what we are going 
1to do, if we keep on raising loans 
and spending the money on poor re
lief. That request is there, that en
q~iry is there, not from poiticians. 
l)ut. good, honest, hard working fish
er1nen who are giving and have 
·given the best that is in them for 
t11e uplifting and upkeep of this coun
t:ry. They ask for bread and 've 
l) ~:tnd them a stone. Now it is time 
that we delega,.ted members of this 
A ssembly forget this idea of politics. 
We . got over a.nother yea1· before 
another general election takes place. 
Let us get together here and see 
what we are going to do. I do not 
'know ,the policy of the goverpmenf. 

We will know tl1at. though, I suppose 

in ''due course.,, With re·gard to· the 
members on this side of the House, 
there is no politics that I know of~ 

Every n1ember 011 this side of the . . 
t.Iouse will advocate and support any-
thi11g that is good for this country; 
but we cannt _see anythng good or in
telligent in raising money on loans 
and spending it on poor relief. Is it 

possible that we have reached the 
stage that the government of the day 
l 

11ave notl1ing else but that to offer. 
Still it is expected to collect revenue 
from the people of a country like 
tl"at. If that' is so I no~ suggest to 
the Prime Minister for God's sake to 
get a Receiver and declare bankrupt 
a,i1d have us made a Crown Colony. 
We cannot go on 'vith a deficit of two 
?~nd a half million dollars each year~ , 
It is hard for one to say that abol1t 
ones country. Mr. Higgins ha.s said , 
we cannot govern ourselves. This is 
a very serious matter. 

(Spealrer left the Chair until eight 
o'clock.) 

MR. . MACDONNELL:-When tl1e 
I-louse closed this aftern.oon, l\Ir. 
Chairman, there were · certain re
marks I had to make and certain sug
gestions I had to th.row out. The' re
marks. I know, will not be Iiste·ned 
to and the suggestions will not ~e 

• 

acce·pted; for we have come tq such 
a pass, Mr. Chairman, when a sug-~ 

gestion from one, who is -not a mem
ber of the government is wasted 
and scorned. But we realize the 
i·esponsibility we owe to our districts, 
and although we know too well that 
011r s1lggestions will be in vain still 
we m~ke them. Throu,gh you, !Mr. 
Ch.:1irman, I would ask every mem-

. ber in this House, having some re'gard 
for 11is country as I bave, having the 
same -interest in it that I have per .. 
haps more, have they C·Onsidered the· 
t(lea of raising loan after loan to be · 
expended upon Relief work and Poor 
Relief. Sir, through you I would ask: 
have they considered how we· can 
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raise a revenue from a people who 
are fostered on relief work. To me 
that is an important questton., and a 
auestion that counts. Mr. Cha,irman 
I represent in this Assembly a district 
-in which every man imports his own 
goods. We buy entirely · from Hali
fax and Sydney, and when our goods 
are landed each man goes down to 
tb.e Custom House and passes his own 
en.tries and pays his own dtq:y. Now 
Mr. Chairman I say I will personally 
advise my constituents by circul::tr 
not to pay any more duty, because, 
Sir, I am ifusitively· sick. of seeing the 
duty and taxes of my people wasted; 
and now we are going to start in 
and look after ourselves. 11 I am ~ired 
of making suggestions, and having 
them disregarded. I have been told 
by Hon. Gentlemen on the other side 
of the House that our criticism, nor 
is my policy destructive. But I · .tell 
you that we in the District of St .. 
George's are going to start for· our
selves. One h.ears of the Humber 
Deal. Proposals are made and pro
posals are withdra;w11~and why? A 
story was told · here two years a.go, 
and it was not a very savory on~, 

about a man who sat as Chairman 
of a Committee, whose hands were 
greased to the extent of $5,000,00 and 
the proposition went through. · There 
has been a proposition before the ex
ecutive council 'vhich has not gone 
through, o·r has not com.e down to th.e 
House. I wonder whether, or not, the 
price was too hig1'. I wish the Mln
ister of Mar·ine & Fisheries were 
here for he could tell a ta.le. Indeed, 
·1 won.der if the price was too high. 
I w.on<;ler if that was the reason why 
your government raised money ·on 
loa.n and spent it on Relief Work 

• without any possible chan·ce of getting 
returns, ins·tead of putting five 
thousand men to work on the prospect 
of building up an industry that would 

benefit the country for ever. But, 

;Mr. Ch,airman, you know, a.nd the 
..,t ~•LI ·I • 

Hon. members kno'v the orgy or 
w·aste that has' gone ·on in connection 
with Relief Work,_ and how tµ St~ 

Johr1~s alone $20,000.00 ls pa.id o•t 
weekly on s11ow shoveling. One talks 
of economies, but one might as soo:i1 
talk of spruce trees blossoming, ~ 
talk of the members of ·the goverD
frnent on economies. There was -~ 

.'yea r 'vhen you could have made 
1noney off the railway, but instea·d of 
that it cost tl1e government thr~ 

inillion dollars. Last year there wa~ 
a guarantee tor th·e price of ft.sh and 
out of $450,000.0.0 expended )rou g.et 
back $50,000.00; and this year I am 
advised the fishery supplied will be 
backed in full. But I tell you that ·1 
\Vill oppose it to the very limit. · l 
thinlr it a scandal that men who are 
not in the fishery supply busin,ess a~ 
being paid with the peoples money 
to fit out and supply our fishermen. ,I 
came to this House and begged a 
dolla.r for a district that was more 
deserving and in a great deal more 
need of it and was. refused; b.ut n~"'· 

I see te·n times that am.ount voted for 
Fishery Supply and which . the gov
ernment knew never would be re .. 

,-·turned to the Treasury. . And tQ~ 

)rear I am informed that we are going 
to supply not 50 % hut in toto. Will 
the Hon. members really . considei 

· what is to be the out com~. One does 
• 

not politics a year and a half before 
election time, and I will al'.lk the Hon. 
members now do they know any, way 
'out; anyway except raising loan 
I . , : 

.~ .fter loan with no possible means of 
1repaying that loan when spent. The 
members of the governm,ent know 
they can do nothing .better; :well, why 
don't they admit their inability .and 
get out. If' the time is come wh.en we 
have no Policy that Will better our 
country, let us all get out and let 
the people send back some on~ who 
can and will better things. Eve·ryone. 
knows that thats what should hap
pen; but we sit here day after day 

i i r 
•• i'i'I .·. '~ ' 
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· knowing our inability and incapacity this country when a man with mon~y 
·and waiting for something to tu.rn up in bank goes shovelling s.now and gets 
and save us. That's the story of the 'his share as well as the next fe11c.1v, 

government, tha~s · their policy. -1 Y.ou taught them that Gospel. You 
say that in no spirit of animosity or preached it to them. You force·d them 
of ca.pricious criticism, but a.s one ' to take this m.one·y. You gave. them 
Newfoundlander to anotl1er. The no other choice and on yo·u ~one rest::t 
time has come when we must con- the responsibility. You pauperize• 
~ider our policy. If anyone can show the most independent · people that. 
me any plan for the future except God's fresh air ever .bre·athed on-the 
8. policy of drift 've all shall su.pport . people of Newfoundland. You haYe 
you. We would not take your gov- driven them to pauperism, and having 
e-rn.ment for a present; you ;made done that you plan now to crush them 
y 011r bed an.d y.ou must lie u.pon it. with your :\lorse p·olice if they s.hould 
But we a.re Newfoundla.nders and we utter a wo·rd of resentment. Tru1y a 

' 

will do our best to save our countr·y wo.nderful and a grand scheme. Poor 
fl.nd we will support our p,olicy th~t old Bond who 'is now in Whitbourne. 
will help her. Wha:t we want is . · He must wonde·r at all the things he 
someone who will govern the country d.id not do in this House and at all the 
in accordance witl1 the Lord's Pray- things that were ·left for his worth) 

er "Give us this day our daily hread.'' 
Tl1e Hon me1n.bers may not recognise 
the dry lot that is rampant in the 
co11ntry to-day. You that sit i~ 

Cllosen seats, a,nd the favoured fe'v 
,v~o grab tl1eir full at the cost ot the 
p~ople will $hortl~r be called upon to 

-
r~nder your ac.co·unt, for the time is 
c-0 1ming when the people will not for
g-et that when they asked you for 
bread you gave them a stone. r am 
not a prophet, nor the son of a 
prophet, but that .;ry rings from one 
~nd of the country to the other--
'' giite u.s this da.y our da.ily :bread.'' 
Mr. Chairman; DoeR a.ny person want 
to 'be a paupe~, or not to work for his 
brea,d '! Are not the people of this · 
-co,1ntry in such a 3tate to-day that 
they all want to run to the govern
ment for· relief·? Wisely the govern
ment gets them quickly off to Deer 
L~.ke an.d Badger. What is the effect 
t1pon ~1 good ha.rd working people~ 

' 

W'll\en they see their next door neigh-
bor ta.king help from. th.e govern
mentp they realize, the game is up. 
You hJlve done this and you are go-
iJtg on to make things worse, absol-

utely worse tbali they were before. 

We h~ve reached a pretty .stage in 

suc·cessor to do. This Governme,nt 
starved th.e people and then put them 
in jail because they wer·e paupe·rs. 
You starved them. to ·fi11 your jailts 
and when your jails are full get out 
your horse po1lice. ·~ beautiful policy, 
·.vorthy of the cleverest young tribune 
that ever occupied the Prime Minist
er's seat in this House. A grand 
scheme; · but remembe·r that the peo
ple of this country are long ,g,ufferint::. 
and tha,t , the people of this coiuntry dl> 
not forget and when the time c·om.es 
they will ' know how to give their ver
dict. I am not speaking· in any party 
spirit now, but ·as o·ne Newf.oundland
er to other N ewfoundlan.der·s. 'Ther~ 

will not be enough s·alt in 1Cadiz t<Y 
save your . Government.1 I do ·not oe 
lieve that th.ere is ac single one of you 
members opposite who will ·e,ver be 
re-elected. I d·o not believe that thb 
people of th~.s country, forgiving att 
tb ey are a.nd big-hearted as they ar·e, 
can for get you. Hen.ce, I · say to th~ 
Prime Minister and his associates: 
"Ma.ke ltnto yourselve·s frie·nds of the 
mammon of iniquity and that when 

· ~rol1 are dead they shall receive you 
into everlasting barrenness.'' 

MR. FOX-Mr. Chairman: I am 
s11re -we listened with a gren.t deal of 
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pleasure to the various speeches sort of public protest front the peo-
111ade 11ere this afternoon and in par- ple of Newfoundland gene·rally to 
ticular to the on,e of my friend show that they are alive to the in .. 
and colleague, Mr. MacDonnell. iquities that are being ;per·petrate·d 
Quite a lot has been truthfully said before their very eyes. 
a.bout bad government and every crit- Last vear a c..-;nsidera.ble num-

"' 
icism that J:las been levelled at the ber of scandals ,v·ere unearthed and 
present administration for their mis~ exposed ancl any one of 'vhich, twen
conduct during every session since ty years ago, would have c.aused a 

• 
this Asse1nbly opened has been per- riot in th.is com.munity and still no 
fectly f ustified; but I ~~nt to point · thing is done. \\1 ell tl1en, iR . there 
out to-night that if this govenm.ent a11y use at . all i.tl the namr~ of the free
is bad it is but the rebex o~ th" peo- dom that the peop.Je should possess to 
l)l e and the 1ne1nbers of the govern-
1nent a.re no worse than the people 
\vho sent them here to re·present then1 
so tl1at the people of Newfoundland 
have only themsel,res to blame. lTn-, 
ft)rtunate,ly, that in most of the 
things that have been done the inno
cent have to · suffer for the guilty. 
This afte·rnoon several of n1y col
leagues were very p·ossimistic ab.out 
tl1e future of NevtfOltntlland. One 
'\vent so far .-is t<) say that the tim€ 
})ad arrived whe11 ·w€.· are1 no longer 
flt to gover·n our~elves and that the 
autonomy that our forefathers sought 

• 
and retained should to-clay be taken 
from us. I am not as pessimistic 
as that about this country, but there 
is one phase of the situation that co11-
cerns me ·most-despite the thot1-

-
sand and one scanda.ls that have 
been lai,d at your doors and despite 
your unwarranted actions and uncon-
stitutional conduct the people 
of Newfoundland are not alive to 
their r·esponsibilities, and their cb.il
dren and children's children will 
have to suffer on account of that 
one thing; and the gre·atest sin that 
the people of Newfoudland could com 
n1it to-night is to fail to realise that 
their acts ·Of treachery to thems~Jves 
to-day will go as nought compared 
with the unborn generations of N;ew
foundlanders. The heritage tha.t 
'va,s handed down to us by our , fore-

fathers should not be allowed to be 

taken away fro1n us without ~on1e 

asJ.r them to wake up arid realis ~ the 
gr:.--1vity of tl1e situation that facea 
.._\f ewfoundland to-night. An op11os:.
!Jo11 cannot do anJ·thing. \Ve ha~/e not 
spared ours.elves. We 'vorked~ per
haps, as hard if not harder than any 
Oppositions have worked since re
sponsible government. We have borne 
the burden and he·at of the day; but 
it is upon the people themselves de
volve·s the task of applying the re1n
edies to the · cuts and stopping the in
roads that are cutting into the body 
politic of Newfonudland. In regard 
to some of the outrageous things that 
have happened, perhaps, a little more 
can be said. For justification to
night we need 'n.ot go furthe1r back 
than twelve .short 1no11ths ago to 
realise what was. enacted. Take for 
example the unwarranted expendit
ttre of. public monies by minute of 
council. Look at what happ·ened in 
the Fall of 1920, when a responsible 
i11inister of the crown, ·without any 
justification or , without sanction fron1 
the legislature, wen-t and took $500,-
000 of the people's money and the·h 
we·nt North with it and bought up his 
constituents' fish to bolster up his 
ov.·n political prestige, and then an at
tempt was made by people who had 
the effrontery to tell this house that 
it was a grave cause of national im
portance; but the real fact is that 1the 
minister who did that act forced the 
government to their knees when he 
perpetrated this outrage. And then 

~ ' ---· --... ' . 
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we have the scandals connected with 
the Badger Road and all the other 
roads. On the Badger and Bonne 
Bay Roads the 1Jum of $750,000 was 
spent in four or five weeks. That 
Badger Road, as was well said last 
year, l_Bads from nowh·er~ to nowhere; 
and one of the men who was con11ect
ed intimately last year with the Halls 
Bay Road 'that cost $300,0,00 for a fe\v 
weeks' work on it, said that after a 
:couple of years it will be grown ov
er w'ith alderbushes and you will 
\Vant a pair of deer's · ant] ers on to go 
through it. We have th·e beautifuJ 
s·pectacle of the government attempt
-ing to bankrupt the, people of New
foundland by spending such hug·e 
sums of money on that road so-call
ed and still we have the Mini~ter of 
Public-. Works this afternoon attempt
ing to· palliate it and have listened to 
expressions thrown across the floors 
of the hot1se by responsible ministers 
of the crown tha.t the government had 
been swindled and that nobody was 
to blame. The Minis!tier of Pu.blic 
Works was goi11g to be the watch dog 

• 

so he saiq, and was going to see that 
11ot a cent went astray. Why, for his 
connection with the Road de Luxe 
alone, there is n.ot a jury in tije land 
tl1at would acquit· him, if a charge 
was preferred against him, because 
you are guilty, Sir, of a breach of 
trust and a breach of faith to the peo
ple who put you in your position. 
And, according to the Auditor Gener
al's rep,ort, that is not the only road 
on which the Minister of Public 
·works lost thousa.nds of dollars upon 
.the tax-payers of this country. 

(Reads from Report) 
Now has the M.inister of Public 

Works the offrontery to go before the 
people of Newfoundland , and say that 
he is capable o·f controlling his de
partment? Are we to be resigned 
'vith the expressions that fall from 
his lips da,y after day? Or has he 
the presumption to think, as he holds 

his hands up to high heaven in ho1~,. 

horror, that he is the a.ln1ighty ancl 
all-wise in the administration of that 

• 

department? · 
The Auditor General then goes on 

an illuminating paragraph that su111s 
• 

tip the situation regarding this year·s 
deficit. He says: (reads from report>. 
l.\.nd still the government a ·few short 
-~reeks ago ca1ne down with a speecl1 
from the thro11e, telling the people 
that the . revenue exceeded the expenfl 
iture. Almost coi11cident with thn t 
statement in the speech from tl1e 
throne that the country had a surplus 
is the Auditor General's satement 
that we have suffered a deficit or 
$2,500,000. Still the people talre this 
sort of tl1ing amidst no . surprise a.11d 
merrily go theiif way. Every other 
country in• · the· wide world has em-. . 

barked upon a policy of r·etrencl1-
ment. I believe that in Montenegro 
where a blac·k king rules people v1ith 
a club they have a better systen1 of 
staple government than we have i11 

Newfoundland. At all events they 
have not hypocris~" steeped in th~m 

What the people wa.nt in this country 
to-day is what, the mother country is 

'doing-retrenchment in ot1r p11blic 
' 

expenditure. To-da.y our e,stima:tes 
' are equal to what the1y were last 
year. Another orgy of extravagance 
for the coming year. Six millions 
raised and spent up to the end of the 
fiscal year 1923. By that time you 
will not have a single, cent in your 
coffers. What is going to happen in 
a few years time is that foreign in
vestors are going to fight shy. You 
ca.nnot go on raising loans for ever 
even though the colony is good bait 
to the outside capitalist. Our public 
debt is increasing in leaps and bounds 

. . 
thanks to your efforts. This afternoon 
some very unfair comments were 

·'.spoken in regard to the absence of 
Mr. Coaker. One 1nember went so far 
as to say that Mr. Coaker, becattse 

· of his actions, was mainly to blame 

' . . • ... - . - ·- - I I - . .. . ' .. •' . •• . 
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for the fifteen millions of dollars that 
this government spent within the 
past two and a , half years. Well I 
do not say that he is not to blame. I 
hold no brief for him. But I say that 
when apportioning blame other mem 
bers of the cabinet made Newfound
land suffer terrible losses and are en
titled to more blame than, M·r. 
(~oa.ker. Every member of the g-ov·
ernme.nt is just as responsible as the 
al-powerful' M.inister of Marine and 
Fisheries for the losses th,at have en
suedr by thes·e unauthorised expend
itures and all are equally to blan1e 
for the scandalou.s inefficiency and 
Bhort-sightedness that has character
ised the administration of the coun
t ry's a.ffairs during , the past t'vo 
years. Perhaps, in the course of time 
Coalrer 'viii be held up to ignominy, 
and I foreshado'v that the very people 
\Vho sent him P..ere will! take hiJll and 
'crucify him, but when the epitaph 
is one day inscribed, let the writer, · 
whoever he may be, remember that 
ten or twelve others who permitted 
him to bring this country to the brink 
of ruin are as g1tilty as he. 

Now, dealing with this loan, it is 
noteworthy that the bulk of it has 
been expended on min11te of council. 
When will the people realise that ev
er)r cent spent thus is a d.irect blow 
to Newfoundland as well as an in
fringement upon tho rights of this 
house. Anyone conversant with his
tory will remember occr1.isions when 
the crown, disregarding the r·ights of 
parliament, sought to unjustly im
pose taxes. The people were taxed 
without authority, they refused to 
bear the added burden and chaos en-
sued. As an ~Jnology there, was the 
loss of the America,s whose people 
were about to be taxed with author
ity, with the result that we all 
lrnow, and all this points to your at
tempts to talre the people's money 
without authority. Not one cent 

should be spent for any purpose till 

it comes before this house and 1 e
ceives its sanction, and e1~ery mem
ber of this chamber who per1nits · the 
contrary to. be done is takin.g part iB 
stripping himself of the rights that 
have be~·n vested in him by the people 
who sent him here._ You are guilty 
of a constitutional outrage when you 
p.ermit anyone to take and expend 
public monies that have not been. 
·voted. What will be the inevitable 
result of all this if it is allo,ved to 
continue? Instead of Mr. Coaker in 
19 20 taking half a million dollars and 

1spending it for the purchase of fish, 
you will have Mr. Smith coming in 

; s·oon, raising a loan and taking ali' of 
it. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE-
Why not Mr. Fox? 

MR. FOX-Because Mr. Fox, unlike 
lVIr. Waren, is not built that way. 
The danger that I now point out i3 
ever pre·sent and it is a position for 
which e·very member of this house is 
responsible. If you allo'v it to con
tinue you are striking at the very 
root of the constitution we all hold 
so dear. Run down the pages of his 
tory and you will find that what I 
say is true. Stupendous sums have 
out in the past year or so been tak
en without warrant and spent upo11 

~matters that the house knows nothing 
' 

·about. It is an outrage, Sir. 
We see here the sum of e-ight hun- · 

dred thousand dollars for the Agri
culture and Mines Dep·ar.tment. As I · 

' 

11ave said, previo·us govern1nents 
thought dollars and spent cents, but 
the present .government thinks dollars 
and spends millions. Now, that de
partment has no head in this house, 
but if there is anybody here respon
sible for it, I want to tell them with 
regard to the cutting of pulp wood 
tl1at the government cannot hope to 
break ~ven at the rate of $7.50 a. cord, 
and furthermore, the question arises 
whether the government has !ten 
thousand cords to deliv.e;r to the A.N. 
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would be no need for the loan·. rrhis 
loan is the straw that breaks the cam
·el's back. Fifty-seven million dol-
, 
!lars on the shoulders of 250,000 starv-
ing people of a colony that can boast 

I 

of but one or two resources. When 
the speech from the thr·one comes ·. 
down year after year much f s said 

D. Co., mucl1 less thirty thousand 
cords called for by the contract. 
the A.N.D. Co., will hold yott to the 
letter of tliat contract and when 
next year's financial statement con1es 
do,vn it 'vill be found that the go·. ern
ment has lost $90,000 on this ven
ture. You cannot get the full quan
tity of wood contracted for this year 
and no one will cut it next year for 
$7.50 a cord. Of course, the A. N. D. 
Co. took up the contract as the ~est 
thing they ever did.. It is a question 
if you could bren.Jt eve·n at ten cl , liars 
a cord. Next yea.r the price will be 
a.w~1.Y up ::ind you wil be twenty 
thousand cords short. As to th~ 

statement with regard to the contract 
with 1\1'.r. lVt:. E. Mar.tin·, that is a de
li.berate ialsehood. Tl1ere is no such 
thing as a contract with Mr. Martin 
for I know whereof I sp·eak. You 
can cut that in two. Why double the 
figures ? Is it a.nother attempt to 
pad a . document for the purpose of 
fooling the house and the country? 
Now, you may contradict my state
ments if you can.. but you cannot. It 

in it of the potential possibilities .or "'' 
Newfoundla,n.d. The word pote.n1tial 
should be italicized, it sl1ould be un- · , 

' ' 
is but a,nother instance of what is 
characteristic of the Jgove·rnmen1t's 
actions all along; utter lac1t of hon-, 
esty and a mental impossibility to 
tell the truth. We have all 'heard of 
the profe,ssional liar, the man who 
has told so many lies that he at last 
came to believe himself. I am not 
going so far as to ca.II the govern.
ment professional liars but I do n.?t 
say that the,y are self-hypnotized into · 
believing what they really know - to 
be untrue. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I nm going to 
do something unusual, and I am g·oing 

:derlined, for it describes our pos
sibilities a.s no other word can. They 
are indeed som.e . distance in the fu
ture. We may have great possibil
ities. I hop·e we '!la".re, but you are 
tying a mill-stone around the neclt 
of eve·ry single potential asset the 
country can boast . of. When 've get 
tlown to a serious consideration of 
\revenu.e and expenditure, moreover, . 

\ 

we. must face facts and ask ourselves 
what are the country's actual pqs
sibilities. What have we to-day that 
ca.n be ti.1rned into gold? What h!lVt~ 
we to-day that we can place on the 
table, to use a petaphor, and say· from 
that we go so m.uch towarrl the up·
keep of the country? Newfoundland 
has two sources of revenue tllat ca.n 
be dep,ended upon for the future-- . 
the fishery and the controller's de
partment-a /cre,dit, indeed to the pro
nounced. prohibitionists who occ11py 
seats on the opposite side of the 
house. No, there is a thJr·d. source of 
revenue that I nearly forgot-taxes. 
The country has three· l"esources-
the fishery, th~ controller's depart-
1nent and the department of taxes. 
On these· three main items, fisheries, 
taxes and the thirst of the people, 
the government has to depend. 

to do it for three reasons. I know Well, Mr. Chairman, as a govern
it wont do any ,ft'OOd. I know you will - ment o·f professional saloon keepe,rs, 
pass these resolutions no matter let me compliment you. Your success 
what is said, but I am going to . vote. entitles you to congratulations as 
against them. The fi·rst reason why . . :salesmen but I cannot congratu
I am going to do that is that if the 'i·ate . on. the th.e qua.tty of what you 
a,dministra:tion ha.d exercised the prin ' . sell. In everything else the govern 
ciples of honesty and economy there ment has suffered a loss and not only 

" 

,• 
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that, but no attempt 
inade at curtail1nent. 

whatever . is 
If such hati 

been made you. would not now be 
wanting this loan. 

In that you have bee·n wan.ton] y 

extravagant, in that yol1 have been 
guilty of w·rongful acts, I repudi2~te 

tl1ese expenditt1res. I deny that you 
have the right to plac~ them upon 
the shoulders of the people. I accuse 
}rou, S!rsJ of criminal carelessness, 
I accuse you of ·unnecessarily spend
ing P·llblic n1on.ies 2"nd I accuse you 
of wilfully dissipating every asset of 
the country and because you are guil
ty of these charges, · I r·epudiate t h e 
items you now wan:t Newfoundla11d 

~ 

to shoulder. This government has 
done violent wrong to the state tha t 
is ou·rs and in the common n~ n1e· o"f . 
the ·people I repudiate these e:x;trav-
agR,nces and I de·11)" you the right to 
raise this six million dolla.rs to cov
er '\Vhat has been unla wruIIy taken 
from the pockets of the people. / That 
is my first reason for v.oting aga.inst 
these resolutions. My second reason 
is that in the main this loan is being 
ra.ised to cover illegal expenditures, 
expenditures made without the 
sanction of the house and contra.ry to 
all constitutional usage, and as one 
sent here to safegua.rd the interests 
of the people I protest against it and 
I publicly mark n1y protestation : by 

• repudiating the country's liability for 
! 

such expenditures. 

My third reaso11 is that I desire to 
make one last attempt to draw public 
attention to the frightf11lne·ss of the 
situa:tion that has been brought about 
by the utter inefficiency and crimin-, 
aJ incapability of the government and 

' -
I vote as I do in the hope that my ac-
tion may r·esult in focussing the . at
tention of the p·eople upon the neecl 
of doing something to put . a . s.top to 
the ,outrages which the government is 
daily practicing upon our body 
politic. It may be in vain that I do 
this. I may stand alone in this 

" - __ , .•.. -- ~·- __. .... ~. - ~ -- ' ' ; ••·· ~ 1 - I 

action; it matters not to me, bat fol" 
tJ1ese rea.sons I a1n determined to 
·vote agai11st the resolutions befor 1~ 

the chair. I talre tl1is step in the l1ope 
that the result may, in some .measure, 
be favourabe to the people who sent 
ine to this cl1amber. 

• I 

MR. AR1CHIBALD:-Mr. Chairman, 
I rise to speak re . these Loan Resolu-

; tions with a feeling of sor"row. I hao 
not i11tended speaking at all 9n thib 
occasio11 but having heard the ex
pre3sio1¥' of opinion from · the diffe1~

ent speakers who prec.eded me, I 
have made up my min.d that I ca;nnot 
let tl1e opportunity pass of expr·essing 
my views on this vitally important 
n1atter. 

I have -no intent ion to obstruct or 
b.incler legislation. 

Roughly $2.5,0100 has been provided 
I 

for n1ounte·d police. I think everybody 
\Vill rigree with me i11 appealing ' to the 
Prime Minister to cut . out this unnec
essa1ry ~xpenditure immediately. I ap 
·peal to him now as a man who repre
sents a large constituency many ot 
the people of which are finding it dim ... 

' cult to get st1fficient· food and clothing 
for their ch.ildren. These people ca.n't 
afford to pay this m·oney for a ~ount
ed police. There are 0 1ther unn.ecess 

... ary expenditures that I do not want 
to be personal over. T'here are two 
which· costs this country over $5.000 a. 
year and n·ot one good day's work is 
given in return for this money. They 
are merely put in the jo,b for the sake 
of giving' them the money. Every da) 
()f their lives they are being bought. 
They know that they are noit earning 

· the money that is bein.g paid them, 
and they know that the ve:ry food is 
lJ eing taxed Oll t of the m·ouths of man.Y 
children of the country. I do not 
want to embarrass these gentlemen 

' 

and conseque·ntly I will not mention 
I 

their names. 
I a.m thoroughly satisfied, Mr. Ch~ir 

man, that I can easily take two mi\. 
lion dollars off the estimates for this 
' 

yea .. r, and I think it ought to be done 
' 

' .. ~. . ' 
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for the sake of the poor people w·ho 
have got to pay the taxes :to meet this 
heavy expenditure. Let u.s try to 
lighten their burden as much as poss
ible. If you will take off this two mil
lion dollars . you will require only 'l 

. millions. And I want to say that I am 
. · offering these suggestions in a 

straightforwa.rd m~nner. 
In the first place you can lop off the 

boats· that are running that are not 
profitable to anybody. You. can cut out 
the bra,nc.h ra.ilroads without do1110 
anybody any injury. T'his would mean 
a saving of a million pollars. If we 
had an outfit in this House that was 

' I 

·bigger rt.ban petty politics we would 
•find that the .bankers and the busineb-. . 
houses on Water Street would httvt. .. 
confidence to go ahead and give sup
plies for the fishe·ry this year. , Some
t._hing must be done to instil confidence 
and it must be done immediately. 1 

hone·stly wish, Mr. Chairma.n, that 
something could be done to enable· us 
to get the confidence of these people. 
I t is not for me to say who broke that 
confidence, but the petty p·olitics of 

/ 

the past ·year cannot be continued. 
I ... ast year the Government un.de.r.took 
to give out money to get suppli.es for 
the fishery. The polfcy was strongly 
{,;upported by the Opposition membe1rs, 
and it would be most unfair to throw 
all the .blame for the loss in that con
nection on the Government. I am as 
good a friend.· of the fishermen of the 
country as is in this Hou.se., put I 
cant condone such a policy a.ga.in this 
year. The princiJlal was voiced by 
t l1e Op·position a,;nd was fallen for by 
the Government. If I had my own 
w.ay I would come· in here and fight 
fhe Oppositio11 single-handed on that 
proposition. 

I 
I 

Now, sir, I am here only to offe:r 
suggestions, and I say that if you can 
instil confidenc.e in the bankers and 

'.the business houses of W wter Street 
I ' 

\y·ou .will find that the whole situation 
"rill change. The fish situation is bet 

ter than it was last year because the 

excha.nge situ,a;tion is getting better 
all the time. If we can .get our fisher-

' rr1e11 off to the fishery we have a 
cl1ance like Qther years of ge.tting 
about one million and a half q uintals .. 
"\Ve ought to get $6.00 a. quintal this 
year, and that will mean a purcha.sing 
power of nine millions of dollars, and 
if you put the avera.ge duty at 5tr per
cent that will mean a revenue of four 
a11d ·a half millions. It will put y·ou 
well in sigh:t of the ne.cessary re,venue. 
Take the Reid Newfoundland 1~4lf1~-

. pany and do . the right thing by it. I 
am not for hurting the Reids, .but I 
ri ,n1 for dc>ing the square thing by 
them. And if you cut off the br~cl ... 
lines, cut out the unnecessary boats, 
and the other avoidable expenditures 
you will get your exp.e.nditu.res down 
to 7 millions of dollars. You will get 
a revenue from the buying pow·er fjf 

the country of six and a half million~, . 

taking into cons.idera.tion the cod fish
ery a.nd the other fishery of the coun
try. 

I cannot help repeating, Mr. Chair
man, while I am standing on my feet 
here to-night that what stands in the 
way of instilling confidence in the· 
business houses is nothing more than 
small petty politics. There is not a 

; shadow of doubt about that. What. 
can be done I don't know. Somaone 
sh1ould get in touch with the honour
able W. F. Coaker a.nd insist on his 
coming back to this country 'as soon 
as possible. Get Sir John Cro·s1bie t" 

• 
come bruck, and get the assistance o:f 
Sir l\ilichael Cashin. If we can get the' 
advice and assistance of the·se three 
men who know the principal busines·s 
of the country we will be ~ble to carry 
on the fishery as in prevf.ous years. 
Forget the mistakes that Coaker has 
made. His gre.atest misfortune_/t.as 
:J~en that he has not had m·e·n a1round 
him who could keep the. trottle on 
him Something has got to be d•)De 
·TUmediately. We have only two mon 
ths now to haul and tear on, and thtt 

biggest job that we h:ive be·fore tts i~ 

I 
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t"'l est~blish the confiden.ce that has in 
son1e way bec.ome brol(e11. When t11at 
has been done we will .he on the roatl 
to getting the country en a sound fin-, . 

l111cia.l basis. If · you uont do that tl1e 
result will be absolute financial dls
a.ster to Newfoundla.nd. If we cant flo 
it we are not fit to govern ourselves: 
and 1n a very short 'vl:tile we will i1ot 

• 
get ~t chance to govern· our~ ~l. 't,~ ;3 

again. 
'l'hose sugg.estions may come fro1n 

i11e i11 a lame way, bt•t it is m:}' duty 
I 

to do · it to the best ot my a.bilit)-. lf· 
w~ are not big en·ough to forge·t 011;· 

t>etty ·party politic~ and instil cont'ld .... 
en'~~ in the business r.,Pn of the eotlJJ

.tr~· we are not fit to l1ave the t·onftd
cJ1ee oi the fishern1en wh·o se.n~ n b 

he!"e. 

I l;elieve that in the (;Xpendit11r-s Lf 
mo11e)· -for relief. wo?·k. tl1.e Govern1n· nt 
rlid tl1t. best it could do, but I will not 
a.dmit that it is the best that c·ould J1e 
{tor.i.e. The money spent o:n the Bad-

. . 
ger Road should ha"i e be,en spEint In 
Conc-eption Ba.y or· in some other place 
that was thickly po1rlll~ted, whe1·,~ it 
co11ld have been of son1e value ::o tl~.c 

r Pople. What the Go·vernment is do
ing for the people to! da:v· I am th :ink
·ful f.or. Many of the paople in my dis 
t rict are getting ' a littl~ help, ancl al
though the help is s1nall it . wiJ.l put 
them over a difficult period. But, Mr · 
chairman, I c.ant swallow the statement 
that we are not fit to govern oursel \res 
If we would only get togethe11 \Ve 

:could show the country that we 'Nc~re 

tit to govern ourselve·1. 
I mentioned the fact just now that 

in my opinion t.hat coalition is the 
best way to help this country, forget 
the Humber deal and the lumber deal. 
Get down to business, and cut th·3 Gs
tima te.s down to 7 milli·on dollarg. 
Cut out. the branch roads, a,nd I be
lieve you will .have th.e support of the 
wh.ole House. It is not good enough 
to advocate the, cutting out of the 
branch railroads and then fall on the . 
neck of the · Government. If .we advo 

• 

cate any proposition let us be me·r1 
enough to stand by O·Ur position. I 
say· Mr. Chairman I am not preparet~ . 
to agree that we are a defun.ct Goverb 
in en t, but if we do not put the fishery 
of tl1e country on a proper baJ)is dur
il).g the next two ll!Onths we will be 

I , 

defu.nct. Lop off the unnecessary ex-
penditures and you will hurt nobod~r. 

If that is done, and we can get togeth
er a.nd instil confidence in the b11si
ness men of Water Street we will b~J 

able to show the cottntry that we a.r l::! 
capable to handling the . business or 
'the country. 

I wish to say Mr. Speaker that what 
brougl1t me to my feet is the fact that 
I heard some remarks in this Hous··3 
to-day by certain gentleme·n to thf; 
effect that we a.re not capable of con-

. trolling ourselves and it is qu.estion- . 
able if we would not be better unde1 
a Crown ·c :olony. I rise to-night fo·r 
two reasons, to say a few words in ~ 

; constru:ctive way to help the countr:'l 
out of the hole and the oher re·ason is 
to resent the statement from amybod.y 
that we are not · capable of ruling· our-· 
selves in this coun:try. I am a.shame(l 

• 

.that anyone should take that positio11 
~to-n~ght-atJsolutely ashamed. You 
ask me. why? Because the solution or 
t he trouble is as eas.y and simple as 
A,B,C . . That is the reason why I am 
l,.shamed. I do n6t know what mo
'tives a1re actuating any meml)ers 011 

this side of the House .but I sa.y that 
the time for party politics and bicker
ings. must ce·ase if we are to save the. 
fishermen and the working classes i 1.1. 

general. As I said before I did no'" 
rise with the 'intention of mak'ine 
long-winded speech or of getting off· 
a lot of empty words. I rose to my . 

. feet to suggest to the ~!louse in a con-
t;cientious, straight-forward way wh~t 
I think is a co·nstructive · policy t o 
help pick up this co11ntry. I think it 
is the b·usiness of all , · when thing ." 
are in su:ch a serious condition, to 

.. rise to our feet and try to offe:r· so.me-

thing ·solid .apd sound to put the cot1n 

-
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try on its feet. Because we are New
foudlanders to-night we realize the 
loan· we are about to raise is a.bsolu
tely appalling and staggering to every 
one · who has the welfare of the coun
try at heart. It is no wonder tl1at the 
business conditions at · this moment 
are staggering. I do not take the pos.i
.tion that I will vote against the loan 
but I will conscientiously' vote for it. 
Why? Because this winter I was Ii v · , 

ing among thousands of people, who, 
I 

if this loan had' not been raised, would 
have been faced with th.e m·ost se·ri
ous conditions. T'rue the Government 
did not give what might be called a. -big help but it wa.E; sufficie·nt to keelJ 
bod)"· and soul together. I know peo
ple in certain s.ections of the c·ountry, 
\Vho if it were not for the help ~ro-

. v ided by the Governme~t, would now 
be under the sod. I do not wish to 
~riticize harshly but I am astonished 

\ . 

a11d astounded that something like 
fifteen millions has been spent in two 
and ~ half years. It is ~tonishing to 
a ll of us but the worst thing- I can 
\ 

say of the Government is that I really 
and sincerely believe they did the best 
L1nder the circumstances. I do 110\ 

mean to say now that it was nece·ss , 
ary to spend the thirteen millions be 
causf· if a constru·ctive policy hao 
'been followed by them, as e1reryor1\ 
can see, they should ha.ve bee.n devc1t
t 11g themselves to the :fishery whicl1 is 
t he only thing tllat can help this C«Jllll

tr)-. That is the ind11stry that sh-011ld 
have been assisted and promoted in ev 
ery way. Some members are aeti-v~~ 

and energetic but I will say tl1a.~ Y(>tt 
I 

have very few in the ranks <)f tht-
Government who understand anything 
at al! about t11e fishery. I do no ~ \vish 
to, s·everely criticize the Government as 
f f' the Badger a'l'l Cl l1er roads b :l: ~ tu <.::E. 

·1_c-, T said before the~' did what tl1e~· 
' 

couIC. in trying t<) fcE:fl the people; l>ut 
1 

they did not do '''ha!. was best. As to 
this road businPss the work might 

h ve been car1·~. ~·l on at · home ·norf~ 

pr<J~I ably to the itople. The govern-

' 

n1u1'l ! has succeetlcd 1n borrowing tllott 
ClY to l\eep the .iJ(:o1>1e going. l:iut I 
a11t 1ull o.f resentrr1ent ·whe·n I 'hear · 
old l~<)Jiticians Sltggest that we should 
be 1.lllder a CrO'\'\tJ1 <::olony. r cam•3 

11ere as a youn~; nian expecting to 
le<tr11 ~o·mething anfl when I he·a .. r ~uch 
cJ.. ~ ~1. ;gestion ·i: i..: '~nough to make 'r1e 

sherl tears, eJ »CCiJ.lly when the ~t tt1a

tion to day is t•o c~,sily handled. I , " 
\Vill try to SUb-:,tf.111 i~te my PD·'1t:i:J:al. 
here before I finish my remarks. I . do 
no · mean to s~t)" it is an easy jell tG 
pic.h. the COUlttry llP right amray l>u.t I 

' 

sa)'. 1 hat one of the easiest me-ins t·0 
that end is to keep the expenditu·re 
within the re'\'en11e. Cut out tb•1 "1 o
necessary w.astP. If it costs say 61 

• 

millions . to run the country anrl "·e 
are capable ()f 1-•l'{)ct·ucing 8 milliont·, 
do we need to nor~~a,,· m.oney. The an 
S\1Ver is th¥ to ~ ~eep t J1e country going 
an.d above water, ts only ne·cessary to 
keep within proper -lounds. If the 
country can procluce sufficient, n1.eans~ 
and I firmly belie""'e she can, whv isn't 
the job tackled. It is simple'. .Tltough. 
I say simple, it 1nay n·ot appear so t(J 
.many membe·rs of the Governm·ent t0-
night because the fundame·ntal princi
pal of putting the country on her feet 
is the proper catching and . marl\:eting 

·of our fish. I ha.ve herurd s·ome critic
ism of the Hon. Mr. Coaker and I wish 
he were here to-night and I also wis.h 
another member who was raised in 
close touch with the fishery were 11ere 
because I know it is tim.e1 to throw 
over party politics and to get right 
down to the business of putting thi~ 

country in her old-time prosp·erous 
condition agaiin. There was never such 

I 
n.eerl of a coalition as there is to-night 
and when I make that statement I 
know there is no member here· but 
realizes . and apprecia.:tes the truth 
of it. None ca.n more apreciate it 
than the Hon. Prime Minister as he 
.knows the position.. He has been an 
'active man and has put1 more energy 
I 

than might be expec,ted from any 

single man,. and I give bim cred'it 

' 
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for it. I do not know· how he sta11ds 
up under it all. My only purpose 
here to-night is to deal with construe-, 
tion and to try and suggest S·Omething 
I 

that will help us to get ahead with-
out borrowing.. The only way to do 
this is by coalition and· in this con
nection I don't care where I may be. 
I am satisfi.ed to stay right where ·I 

I 

am and to do all I can for the coun..: 
. try along the lines of progress. There 
has been a lot of criticism of the Hon. 
Mr. Coaker and he has been blamed 
for wasting the m.ost of the thirteen 
millions that have been sp·ent in the 
la.st few years. Now I hold no brief 

• for Hon. Mr. Coaker, but as T elm a 
ma.n I will not sit here and ·let it .go 

un~hallenged. I couldn't do tl1~~t. 

Why has Hon. M'.r. Coaker been the 
one most responsible for the expend
iture-$imply because he was hand
ling the one and only industry tl1at is 
able to put the country on her feet. 
He has made mistakes it is true. 

I-ION. PRIME~ MINIST:ffiR-- · ... i\nd 
who has not? 

MR. ARCHIBALD-Yott :ire right 
Sir; the 1 only one wl10 has net n1ade 
1nistakes is the one 'vho has never 
tried to d.o anything. I could attack 
the Hon. M1nister of Fisheries if l 
vvanted to, but I am on my , feet to-
11ight to advocate construction. We 
a,11 voted for the fish regulations, ex
cept on.e member who is not here, 
and Water Street backe·d tl1e1n up. 
Letters are appearing from some of 
these merchants in the daily papers 
now and I like them because they are 

· very good. One who was prominent
ly con.riected with. the regulations 
was Mr. Job. I was at Port U11ion 
vrhen Mr. Job was ther·e and the ·fir·st 
time I tallred ove·r the fish regula
tions was with him in Hon. Mr. 
Coaker's bungalow. I am dealing now 

·only with the regulations an.d not 
'vith the salt and such inatters. I 
am stic.king to the marketing of tl1e 
fish as that is the thing w·e ha-ve to 

look to to get us out of the hole we. 
are ·in now. The one great mistake . 
in that connection was in trying .to 
dictate a price to tl1e world. If we 
had taken into . consideration the law 

· of s.UP·P:Y and demand and re1nember
ed thr.,t Norway was tr·ying to get rid 

· of three years.' supply a.t \a lower 
price, we w·ould have seen that tho 
our , fish \Vas preferred because of its 
~peculiar flavor, theirs was boun.a to 
get the preference bee a use of the 
lowe·.r p.rice. A lot of ours through 
the glutting o.f the markets was spoil
ed and had . to be dumped over·board. 
An.d I want to state to the country 
t ·o-night through the reporters' box, 
that if something is not done now the 

. in.arkets will be glutted again this 
season. Something ml1st be done to 
n1arket our fish properly .or we will 
go dovrn to destruction if we do not 

' get it down to some profitable basis. 
'The reason I advocate coalition is tha 
'as lon.g as vve lreep up party politics 
i11 tb.is house we vrill not get t~· as
sistance of the brains of n1e.n whose 
kncr\vledge is second to none in con
nection ,v·ith :he pr.ope1~ conduct . ...; f 

our sta.ple industry. I refer now to 
·sir M·. P. Cashin and Sir John 
-Crosbie. If we are going to do with
out th.em, well and good. !- do n.ot 
care for myself, but I am sltggest-· 
ing eoalition a.s the only thing to ~av~ 
the country and would like to see i"" 
brought about for the general good. 
Now we hear that some of the mer
chants will not be supplying for the_ 
.fishery, the b·anks are chary of lend
ing money, and the / only way we can 
instir confidence into them is to come 
together and get them to keep the 
people from starving all around our
coast line. I stated here a few days 
ago-an.d I don't know how the com-. 
bination can be brought about and 
don't care if I am in it or not- but 
the first thing to be done to save 

· this country is to get together and cut 

down the · expenditure at least a 
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couple O·f millions. I will tell you 
(>ne way how it can be done-cut out 
the railway branches which never 
paid out and never can pay because 

• 
we are living in a seacoast country 
a11d there is too much competition 
by water. Th.e only road that ever 
paid is on the Avalon Penins11la and 
if the main line were closed to-mor
row the country . could be served just 

• 
as well by wate·r ruo:te. I am not 
on my feet no'\v to try and hit the 
Reids 01· anyone else but I am trying 
to show how we can save a. couple of 
millions yearly. I think everyo:ne 
will agree with m~ that the branches 
should lJe closed and if that is done 
've will not be called to vote a mil
lion and a half for tl1e railroad as we 
had la.st year. And an effort should 
a.ls·o :be made to as·certain what salar-

• I 

ies are bein:g dra.wn 'in the general 
headquarters office. It is impossible 
for the country to save i.f we have to 
pay such salaries as it is rumore(l 
broadcast are being dra'\vn. If there' 
are some me·n connected with tl1e rail
road dra"'ring fifty or· sixty thousand 
dollars a.nd others getting twelve or 
fifteen thol1sand, why should we pa.y 
it? If they are to be paid why n.ot 
let them do some work. for it. If the 
railway is a private conce·rn, alright. 
They can p.ay what they like; but if 

the country h.as to foot 'the bills I am 
trying to shovl how we ca.n cut down 
expenditu:res and thiis .~plan would 
inea.n the saving of at least a millio11 
sup·posing you gave the·m the 0th.er 
half. I think all here will agree with 
me that this can be done. I atn not 
on my feet to offer remarks that 
cause obstruction or hurt anyone., b11t 
I hope to suggest something that will 
be take·n up· by the active --rem.ember 
I say active-members of the govern·
ment and who are not getting the 
help they should. We have a million 
here in this statement for the rail-

way. , I do not know wqat it is for 
' 

and consequently am not in a posi
\ 

tion to discuss it, but I am prepared 
to agree with the closing of all 
branches that do not pay 'on their 
own merits. Now as to the political 
11orees I do not kno\v what they cos t. 

• Friday, March 31st. 1922 . 

Tl1e House me.t at three of the clock 
-in tl1e aftern·oon, pursuant to ad-, 

jou.rnment . 
Petitions were presented from: 
Mr. Scammell from Bonne Bay re 

Railroad. 
I 

Hon. the Minister of Justic.e, for / 
Mr. Speaker from Carbonear re Light
house. 

Mr. Bennett gave notice of question. 
Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice· of 

question. 
1Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The 1Chairman from the ·Committee 

reported that they had co•nsidered the 
m~tter to them referred, had made 
~ome progress, and as.ked leave to sit 
;again on tomorrow. . 

On m.otion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit agai11 
on tom·orrow. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were de·f erred. 

Mr. Moore gave notice. of question. 
Mr. 'Walsh gave notice of question. 
It was moved and s.econd.e·d that 

when the H·ouse rise it adjourn until 
tomorrow afternoon -at three of th" 
clock. 

T·he House then a.djourne.d accord
ingly. 

HON. MR. BENNETT:-Mr. Speak
er, I beg to draw the attention of the 
Prime Minister to question 4 of the 
O·rder Paper of March 28th. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
Tabled reply. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTE,R:
Tabled ans"rer to question No. 18. 

1. SIR M. P. ·CASHIN:-Aske·d Hon. 
the Prime Minister in the absence of 

· Hon. th.e Minister of Marine and Fish
eries to la,y on the Tablf:: of the House 

\ 
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a report by Inspector Howlett of that 
Department on cargoes of herring 
from this Colony landed at Halifax, 
and to say also 

(a) How 'many barrels of herring 
' \ 

were shipped to HalifaiX from Green 
Bay last Spring. 

(b) How many ba.rrels did the Un ... 
ion Trading ,Company own out of the 

. -
number, or did1 the 'Company export 
the wb.ole of them. 

(c) What was the trouble with the 
J1erring when landed at Halifa:ft. 

(d) Who owned the first 11ot of herr
ing that In.spector Howlett went to 
Halifax to inspect. And was it by th.e 
Minister's orders that Inspector How
lett w~ sent, and what did Mr. 
Grimes go with him fo1r. Was Mr. 
Grimes sent by the Min.ister ,to look 
after the Union . 'Trading ,Company's 
interest, and if so, · how long did · it 
take Inspector Howlett and Mr. 
Grimes to finish the Un.ion Tra.ding 
Company's herring. And did 1Mr. 
Grimes come home· when their herr
ing was finished with. 

( e) How lonig was Messrs. Howlett 
and Grimes at H.aJifa,x, and if the Gov
ernment has paid or will have to pay 
Mr. Grimes's expenses. 

(f) Did the Ministe·r send Inspect
ors to Green Bay in the Spring to in
spect the herring a.nd did he later 
send down a notice calling off inspec
tion, stating unless anyone a.sked spe
cially for it. 

(g) Did the Imperia.l Brokera.ge 
Company ask for Inspection and how 
did their he·rring turn oiut. 

(h) Was it Spring herring tltat the 
Halifax p'eople bought and did we ship 
them Spring herring and if Inspector 
Howlett found herring missed in any 
of the a hove lots. 

HON. TH·E PRIME MINI·Srf'ER:-
, 

I asked the D~puty Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries to send me the reply to 
that question, I am expecting it at 
any minute. 

3. SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister to lay on the 

.... " .... • 

T'able oC the House a detailed state
ment showing the amounts represent
,ed by two · amounts of $20,0,00·0 and 
$150,00·0 included in the Loan Resolu
tions under the heading of Railway 
Capital Account; also ~ detailed state 
ment of the $3,260,000 in the same 
Loa.n Res·olutions under the heading , . 

of "Railway ·Commission Account.'' . 
H10N THE PRIM.E MINIS1TER:-• 

The information has not yet been re-
ceived from the Auditor--General•s de
partment. -

4. )M'R. M.OORE:-Asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, ,if Mr. Leo Murphy, ot 
Bell Islan.d, is in receipt of ~ny pay

: men ts from the Government; if so for 
~vhat services, does he perform su~ch 
services, and if so when and how. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS'T'E1R:
This information has not yet .been re · 
ceived. 

5. MR. WALSH:-As·ked the Minist
er of Public Wo1rks to lay on the Table 
of the House all corresp·ondence with 
recommendations, complaints, and 
mag-isteria,l reports in connection with 
the operati-on 0 1f the St. Jo·seph's mo
tor ferry. 

6. MR. WALSH:-Aske·d the Minist 
er of Public Works to lay on the 
Table of the Hous·e a copy of all col" -. 
respondence in relatio1n to the Branch , 
St. Joseph's motor ferry for the year 
ending December 31st., 1921; also to 
;inform th.e House if it is the inten-

., tion of ·the Government to ask for 
~enders for this service for the coni
ing summer, if so, will re,commenda
tions of the interested public of 
:Branch be accepted. 

HON. MINIS1TER OF PUBLIC 
W10RKS:-I hope to have the answe.rs 
to questions 5 and 6 on Monday. 

fION. MINIS.TER OF PUBLIC 
WORKS :-Tabled answers to ques

. tions on the Order Paper of March 
22nd .. and March 27th. 

THE SPEAKER:-In presenting 
this petition I would like to call the 
attention of this Honorable House to 
the fact that this is no orditl.ltrY'. _ ~e-

.._. . . 
.... ... .t.-~ · ... . ><IJ 

. ....... . ~•!' ,. • . .. .. .. , :.. 
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quest which the petitioners are mak
ing. The aids to navigation along our 
coast, in the way of Lights, Fog al
arms, Bell and Gas Buoys are not at 

all what they s.hould be and there are 
sections ot the coast to which the de-, 

partment might give greater co1nsid.er
ation. The busine·ss and calling of our 
people, who are the producers of this 
country are dangerOlJ.S enough a,nd ar 
duous enough when they are provided 
with every possible means of help and 
assistance in the form of distinguisl1-
ing marks, such as L·ights and Buoys, 
but even during clear weather therP. 
are places where tbe Li,ghts now fl'S

tab·lished offer no help to make the 
nearby harbours. The present Light 
upo•n 1Carbonear Island is one of such 
Lights and since the Electric LYg11ts 
have been placed along the. streets !)f 
Carbone31r and Fres.hwate·r, it is now 
quite a difficulty to find the Ligl.tt on 
the Island and in its present poor con 
dition it affords no help to make Car
bonear Harbou.r. 

It is true we have neither the for .. 
eign going fleet of .coasters nor the 

' 

fleet Of fishing schooners which we 
had some years s.ince neither in Car
bonear nor at Harbor Grace, but we 
are noit seekin·g the establishment of 
a Fog Alarm upon Carb·onear Islana. 
for the benefit of the people of Con .. 
ception Bay alone. We have the de 
plorable disasters of last Autumn i.n 
mind, and we believe the e·stablish 
ment of a Fiog Alarm upon CarlJt1ne·ar 
Island would lessen to a minim·um the 

I 

chances of such ·disasters occurrin~ in 
future. 

Carbonear Hr~, is the first place 
ot refuge to be found going up Con
ception Bay and it is only about 14 or 
15 miles fr.om Cape St. Francis, 'lnd· 
if · our Northern skippers, who are 11ow 
too conversant with the approaches to 
the harbours in ·Conception Bay knew 
they could run for Carbonear and 
have an alarm ·upon the island to di
.rect them to th~ harbour, many miser 
able and hard experiences would lJe 
. . 

avoided and such ca.ses a.s the disaa
ters of last Fall alo·ng the sl1ore3 of 
Bay de Verde, such would be averted 
through the skippers of schooners be
ing able to run for Carbonear Island 
and make the Fog Ala:rm, come safely 
to anchor in Carbonear Hr. 

T'here is no Fog Alarm in Concep
tion B.ay and ma.ny disasters, both to 
foreign going vessels ari.d coa.sting 
schooners are attributable to the ab
sence of such. I ha.ve recollection of 
quite a number of foreign going ves-. .• 
:Sels while attempting to get out of 
·c :oU;ception Bay and being overtaken 
by fog or in a snowstorm and in an 
attempt to get back ag~in .to port they 
ran upon the rocks and came to grief 
with their' valua.ble cargoes because of 
the a.bsence of a Fog Alar·m to warn 
them of their position a.nd give them 
the bearin·g of the har.bour. T.he. ap 
proaches to Carbonear Harbour a.re 
·bold and there is no difficulty in the 
w~ of a stranger finding his way to 
a.nchorage. 

I b·elieve · every northern schooner 
master as well as masters of southern 
and western schooners who bring the 
b·ulk of our coals to us will advocate 
the pla.cing of a Fog Alarm a,11d the 
improve·ment of the Light upon Car
bonea.r Island. Now I wish to im-
.rress upon the Government the neces
sity for the est

1
ablisl1ment of this Fog 

Alarm and I tr11st it will receive the 
fullest considerati0n. 

I am cons.cious that this is not the 
1most favoura,ble time in our history to 

I 

make this appeal when retrenchment 
in_ the public service is the 01rder of 
the day, .but we cannot afford to with
hold from our mariners· and fisher"' 
men the imperative aids to navigation 
When in pursuit of their · callin.g they 
Etre compelled to get around our coast 
in a,,ll weathers . 

HON . MR. SCAMMELL~ · (ST. 
BARBE') :--Mr. Speaker, I ask leave 
to present a petition signed by some
where ,around 600· electors from the 
district of St. Barbe . 

• 
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Your ]>etitioners comprlse the 
~lectors in the area between Bonne 

I 

""Bay and Flower's Cove, i11clus},re. 
1The petition is on the subject of' a 
railroad, and originated with the Pub-
• 

'lie Welfare Committee of Bonne Ba;y. 
I do not wlsb., M.r. Speaker, to un-

1luly delay the House, but the petition 
;is of such importance, I think, as to 

l 

:justify the time I shall take in read-
. ·ing it to th~ House. 

(Reads the Petition) 
Now, Mr. Speaker, it is at once ap

·J>arerrt that the subject of th~ petiti@n 
:is the ·desirability of the government 
·,~t a.s early a da,te as possible, serious
ly considering the construction of a · 
railroad between Deer Lake and 
Flower's Cove. No one acqrtainted 
·with our history ·will deny the as
sertion ·of the petitioners that the' 
long delayed settlement of the French 
~hore question considerably retarded 
development in the District of St. 
Barbe, East and West. In fact, the 
~rogress that has been made in the 
district since the question was set
tled is surp1rising to a large 'degree, 
-and would seem to bear out the co·n-
tention of your petitioners. Again. 
·1 am creditably ir1formed that tl1e re
cent census returns show there hns 
been a large increase in p·opulation in 
·the district, since the decennial cen
·sus of 1911, and altho' I have· not the· 
revised figures, I am aware that in 
the Bonne Bay area alone this in
crease is as much as 20 per cent. 

Now, Sir, the subject of the petition 
draws attention again to the question 
of transportation in the district. The 
service at present from Humber
mouth to Battle Harbour is not satis
factory. 'The boats are not suitable 
a.nd the route is too long. The peo
ple are not ·satisfied with · the ser- · 
vice, and I . am not satisfied with it 
myself, and I do not intend to rest 
·until a boat of the ''Glencoe" or Por
tia'' type Is placed on the route. 

The reque~.t ~r the railroad of 

some 100 or 150 m.iles comes a.s a bolt 
' 

fr.om the blue at a time ·when we are .. 
all at our wits end to know 'vhe!"'" 
t)'Uf present railroad burdens are go·
ing to land US, and when hon.our
a ble members on both sides of the· 
House are serio1t!IY ftsking them
selves the question as to whether w·e 
ought not to scrap all our railroad~ 
for a few years a;t lea.st. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not pro
pose to be hypoc.ritical and · bold out 
any false hopes to my constituents in 
this connection. The plain fa.cts have 
to· be faced without fear or subter
fuge, and althou.gl1 in substan.ce I am 
in accord with the spirit of the p1eti
tion, I cannot hold out any hope to 
my constituents in this connection at 
fl resent. I will, however, pledge 

1myself to do all in my power, and 
lab.our ea.rnesty in season and out of 

-season to improve present means of 
transportation and travel in the area 

• 

under review, and I feel sure that 
in this effort I. shall have the active 
support and co-operation of the 
Pri1ne Minister a.nd his colleagues 

• 
in the government. 

I do not wa~t this petition to be 
-· 1()St sight of, Mr. Speaker~ '. or con
signed to the waste paper hflsket. I 

, consequently ask that it be referred 
to the Department of The Colonial 
Secretary and kept there until such 
time as the government is in a posi
tion to seriously consider it. 

Hon. Minister of ·JusticP· tabled 
reply to question No. 16 on Ordet 
Paper dated M.arch 30th. 

Mr. Bennett gave notice of quest-
• ion. 

Mr. Benne,tt gave notice of ques· · 
ti on. 

MR. BENNETT:- Mr. Speaker, 
There· ia another matter to which I 
want to draw the attention of thti 
Colonial Secretary. It is regarding a 
letter I received : yesterday ·of anony• 
mous character and I bring it for·
ward now on account of its , serious 
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nature and for the purpose of having 
al1 investigation made. I ask leave to . 
read tpe lette:r and lay it on the table 
of ; the House for the Colonial Secre
tary to make an- investigation and re
port back to this House. 

(Mr. Bennetq read letter) 
As I said Mr. Speaker, ·I have no 

comment to make. I have nothing of 
the matter and I only ask that an in
'res tigation be held on the matter. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER,:--Mr. 
' 

Spea.ker, I will be glad to have the 
complaint investigated. It is under

. stood that in matters of this kind th.at 
" the gentleman who asks for the in-

' restigatio·n on such evidence bears 
the responsibility. 
· Mr. Moore gave notice of question .. 
Sir Michael Cashin gave notice of 
que.stion. 

Sir Michael Cashin gave notice of 
question. 

Sir Michael Cashin gave notice of 
question. 

Hon Prime Minister tabled reply 
to question No. 8 on Order Paper 
cl::-ited March 28th. 

Hon. the Prime Minster gave notice 
_that he would 011 · to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the 
!3usiness Profi;ts Tax Acts 1917-1920. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
-Hon. the Prime Minister. the Ho·use , 

r e·solved itself into a Committee of 
th~· Whole to consider the Loan 
R.esolutions. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chai1~. 

Mr. Hibbs took the Cbc.ir of Com
mittee .. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
MR. WALSH:-Mr. Chairman, the 

subj~ct now before the Chair is of a 
ve:ry serious nature, so serious that 
,I hardly know how to approach it. 
Whatevelj I may set forth to say will 
no-t 6e a questton of criticism but to 
polnt out the defects and if possible 
to~ point out the pitfalls we have 
l urnbled into the past year. 
· .J remember gentlemen being a 

_visitor to this House for· the first time 
in 1910, and at tha:t time · I never 

,_ clr·ea.mt that l would stand here as 4 · 
111ember to-day. At the time I visit ... 
ed t:he House the ·Hon. Sir Rebert 
Bond was discussing the defau·lts 
and defects of t;ti.e government and 
his exp·ressions were very indelibe 
and have ever since been impres·se·d 
upon my mind. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
1 ask you if we have not a full justi' ... 
ftcation in. considering the Bills 
brought before this House to· use the -sa;me warning as was tlsed bv Sir . ~ 

Robert ·Bond in 1910? I say Sir, that 
the first of the troubles co1nmenced 
i11 this country when the Branch 
Railways were started. I was one 
of the members who was here when 

• 

it was advocated to extend them, but 
we have or should have learnt a 
lesson since then? Yet we ha.ve . ' 

another gen;tleman here to-da.~" ask-
in.g for a,n.other. We are to-day ask
ing for another loan and who can 
expe·ct another railway? Th~ six 
n1illions already raised this year have 
been spent before-hand. When we 
look upon the huge amounts already 
squandered can we expect such a 

'thing? Has not, as we said yesterday 
the time already a.rrived when we 
should give up our Charter? There 
'is a . co-o·peration in this country 
which is nothing more than a vo.te
catcher. I refer to the Reid New
foundlan.d. In 1898 some of us were 
of ·the oplinion that the day had 
dawned for a new era in Newfound-· 
land, and now we find ourselves 

,, handing out $5,000,000.00 to the Reid 
Newfoundland Company. in two ~"ears .. 

Now with regard to the question 
of fishery supplies this is another 
very serious question. I am veJry 
sorry to note that the junior mem
ber for Harbour Grace, Mr. Archi
bald, is not in his place in the House 
this afternoon. He said in dealing 
with the question last night that 
·probably the Opposition was more to 
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blan1e than anyone else. I "?as onP. 
of the men who pleaded for attentio11 
of this grave problem last yea,r, and 
suggested to the government to de·aJ 
'vith supplies and I advocated a sec- · 
ret session if necessary, not as a 
g·overnment or . Opposition session 

' but as representatives of the cou11try. 
No heed was paid to my suggestions, 

' but what did we find'? Why, in 
t'vo weelrs we found the gaJJ.ery 
flooded with people sin1ply dflma.nd
ing bread. The men who ho11oured 
us with seats in this Assen1 bly . I 
·am fully prepared Mr. Chairman to 
ta.l{e m.y full responsibility for what 
has happened in this Ho11sP., and I 
am fully determine1d also to place 
• 

the blame on the ,right shoulders. 
1: have as good a knowledge as any 
other man in this House as to 'vhat 
~lead up to the scandals of the past 
twelve months. Just before the clo·se 
o·f the Morris regime or just after 
the late war broke out the country 
was in a very creditable and sound 
position and nothing can be blamed 
on that administration. But what I 
want to point out is that we h.ad the 
same prosperity during the war as 
other countries, and after the war 
we had only or probably less than 
our share of the aftermath. We 
-cannot, therefore, blame the w·ar for 
.. ·such unprecedented conditions as e,x
ists in this country at the present 
time. 

Th.is country has through its own 
1ault loss one of the best financiers 
it ever had the privilege to possess. 
The gentleman sits in front of me 
at tl1e prese.nt tme, I refer to the 
·Hon. ·Sir M. P. Cashin, Leader of 
the Opposition. 

Every one will admit that neve.r in 
the history o·f this country has· the 
Finan.ce and Customs Department 
been handled so judi0i·L1usly and effi
ciently as during the time it was un
i1er the direction of Sir l\fichaei Cash ... 
in, I have nothing to say against the 

' ~ . . ·~,. .. '. ' . . . : .. . 

11onourable gentleman .~~'ho is now ''1n 
'·charge of the departm«~11t. · He did riot 
ha, ve the experience both in finance . 
and business that Sir l~ichael Casl1i11 
had. I say, Mr. Chairma.n, that it .' is 
a ver)"' serious busines.s ·for this CO·UD 

try that Sir Michael Catil1in wa,s ncJt ' in 
charge of the Fina11c~ · Depa.rt111ent 
during this difficult perit)d. 

When the Governme11t of S.ir Rich
ard Squires came into power in 191H 
he handed ove,r ·a bank · a.ccount at the 
Bank of Montreal of 3 3-4 millions of 

dollars. It was the result of wiB~ 

·and thoughtful saving. It was pos~
ible to save that amo1.Int becau'3e of 

' 
the big prices that were 1got for fish. 
·In 1918 and 1919 fish 'vent up to al 
·most $20 per quintal, and you know 
~as well as we know that the reveni1·e 
depen.ds upon the earning power of 
the country. The earning power oi 

the, people to-day has gone down to a. 
minimum, and the result is that Wt! 

find it ne.ces.sary to ·borrow money t v 
carry on. .the Government of the cou.n
try. If the bank account had been 
·handled as it should have been handl
ed and there hatl not bee·n the extra-v-
agance an.d waste that there has been 
during the past 2 1-·2 years we wo11Id 
not be in the pitiable condition that 
we are in. The Government, and tbe 
Government only are to. blame for the 
condition . 

Now· you come in he.re this after
noon and ask for , 11 millions of dol1-

/ars to run the country this year. I f 
during the coming . summer we ca1i 

1 catch 11-2 million qt1intals of fish , 
a.nd get $6.00 a quintal for it, it will 

' 

_giv·e us a total buying power of 9 mil-
lions of dollars. There is nothin!-s 
else on which we can count for r€
venue, and it spite of that we are ser
iously asked to vote this 11 millions of 
_dollars, 2 millions more than the t .ot~ll 

.. earning power. I app·eal to the Primt
Minister to-day, as , one: Newfundland
~r to another, to cut down these : ~riJ
timates, and make · an honest attemnt 
to save the country. It is all right fo:r 

, 
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an official w;ho ean draw his cheq u.e 
from the Government department at 
the end of e·8.}Ch month for $100 or $1,-
000 as the case· may be, but what is 

, 

the pos.ition 0f the labourin~ man who 
ban't go to the ·Government and ·get 
his; cheque at the en'd of the month? 
.To-day we are spending thousa.nds of 
dollars in totally unproductive labo•ur. 
What is going to be the end of all of 
this? I have great pity for the ~an 
who has got to go1· to the Gover·nment 
to pre·vent the starvation of'- his fa.m
ll·y. How long can this go on? It 
can't go on indefinitely. The end 
must come. I·n 1923 when this House 
opens you will . be asking f.or 10 mill
fans as a loan instead of 6 millions 
as to-day. You must remember tha.t 
the men who make these loans must 
have· securit!'; ·8<nd we ·are going to l)e 
in a. position. that we wont be able to 

· give the secuirity. I can sympathize 
with the thousands all over the coun
try who· are depending on what they 
can scrape together to keep their fam 
ilies from staa-v:ing, an.d if you have a 
singte tho1ught for these people, if 
you have any· thought except to sit 
there and smile or frown as the occa
sion may req_uire of you, for God's 

' sake get busy and do something for 
these pe·ople. Perhaps the whole fu
ture of the cou,ntry depends upo1n the 
action of this Hotlse this afternoon. 
If I were holding a seat on the other 
side of the :H.ouse, and men could 
paint pictures such as are being paint 
ed here eyer,y day, and if my resigna
tion could help the s.ituation I woulc1 

; 

resign instantly, even if I were gett-
ing a salary;· of $10,000 a year. 

A lot was said here last night bv 
hon.ourable gentle111en in favour or 
coalition. I·t is hot the duty of the 
Opvosition t'o .advocate such· a policy. 
"W'e 'Went te a, pros·perou.s country in 
1919, and du1'ing the pa,st two and a 
b.a,lf .Ye·ars the pr,osperity. h.as been 
s.Quandered. The o,nus is · on the Gov
e1-tJ;mentp and1 I hope the honourabre 
leader of the Gove·rnment is b.ig en-

ough, if he cannot br.ing. in. a: construe 
~ 

tive policy, to.- say so plainly and hand. 
in. his resignatio,n, to the Governor. 1 . 

hop·e whe,n the lead.er of the House:: 
gets up to re·ply he has some solution. 
in the back. of his, head. If he· has I. 
will be one to take· off my hat to him ... 

There a.re various causes that have. . ---... 
tended to put us in the unenviable po-· 
sition that we find. o;urselves in to-day .. 
We have to-day the spirit of u.nrest 
and bols.hevism rampant all through .. 
the country. Now what has brought 
about this condition. I think I know 1 

and I think it is my d:uty t.o tell this. 
House, and through the reporter's· box 
to tell the country, without camoufla,g. 
ing the issue. It is no use calling l4 

sp'ade anything but a spade. In 19·09> 
the F.P.U. was. organized. throughout. 
the country, .but p·articularly thro~gb: 

·the North, and in th·e yea;rs followint; 
the leader of the F.P.U. sowed the
seed of the bols,hevism the fruits of 
whicl1 we a.re reapifl:g to-day. ·'rhere~ 

. was no man of dece.ncy who· was not 
a fisherman who was not hounded 
qown. 1-.,he papers spr·eading the pro-

, 

pa:ganda got into the homes. and this. 
new teaching beca.me the politicaf 
faith of the people who came· under· 
the spel.I. The institutions ·Of whiclr 
this new Moses was the leader became: 
stronger and sprea.d over more terrf
tory, and to-da.y we have the result in' 
all kinds ·of lawle·ssness and defian·ce
of authority. T'he · constitution in· 
those ea,rly days wa,s ma.de very attra·-· 
ctive to the people. No member should' 
accept any emolument from the Gov-
ernment: But the F.P.U. party was: 
scarcely inside ·the b·ar of this Housv 
before the leader began to flirt with· 
the leader of the' Governme·nt of that 
.da,,y. Secret meetings took place be
tween Sir Edward Morris and Mr. 
Coaker, and this aftetnoon I defy 
successful contradiction of that stat&· 
ment. Now the constitution has. been 
amended to suit the .more advanced 
need of the institution, and any am-• • 

ount of emolument ca·n:. be· accepted" 
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from the ,Government. Th.at was the 
kind of deceptive teaching that was 
handed out to the people and that was 
how they w~re reached. Fo.rtunately 
in the National Government Mr. Coak-

. er foun.d stronger men tha.n he was 
and he was kept in cheque. In 1919 
M'r. Coaker went to the country with 
the present leade·r cf the Governme,nt 
who issued a very attractive manif.es
to. T'he manifesto was entirely 'i'tk :..uc
cordance with ~he teaching that the 
leader of the F.P.U. had been spread
ing amongst the people of the North 
for the previous ten years. As I have 
said .before in this House when I sa'\\ 
the manifesto I was tempted to wire 

' 

Sir Michael ·Cashin that I could not 
follow him, and that I wo·uld support 
Sir Richard .Squires. The .gre·at Mo1ses 
conducted the campaign in the North 
and some of Sir Michael Cashin's can
didates barely escape,d with their 
\lives When the returns were known 
the present leader of the House be
gan to frorm up his party and the hon ... 
ourable W. F. c ·oaker was ma,de Min-, 

ister of Marine and Fishe·ries, and to-
day we have the spectacle, that the 
Minister has not been in his office for 
six months and is still dr.awing his sal 
ary. On several occasio·ns I have had 
occasion to oppose his action. I am 
·~·orry that he is not here in his se·at 
in the House to-day, because I do not 
w.ant to criticize him in his absence 

effect. The Government is respons..: 
ible for the position tha.t we find our~ 
selves in to-day, and I want to give 
.ievery man his due. I want · to give 
·the honourable W. F. Coaker more 
bla.me than I will give the honourable 

... R. A. Squ res, and I want to give the 
honourable R. A. Squires the blame 
that is due him. • 

Afte'r the election of 1919 when 
tl1e. government came back here., 
tl1ey got together, stuck out their 
cl1ests ancl said they would tackle 
the Reids. Now let us see how they 
dicl it. Since 1919 they have hand
ecl them 5 millions of the taxpayers 
money. Wh.en the House adjourned 
in 1920-it was not done wl.lile it 
was in sess.ion but after it closed-
the Hon. Minister of Fisheries went 
to his office or somewhere else and 
crea.ted a Raiway Commission which 
allocated to itself the most extraord
inary powers. One can stroll up to 
the Railway sation any day and see 
a 11 kinds · of cars running back and 
f<)rth and all kinds of men, black, 
'vhite and yellow d'ancing attendance · 
on the Hon. Mr. Coaker. ..4.nd then 
a. special train took him to Port 
U11ion. · But did the F.P.lJ. or Hon. 
Mr. Coaker pay the bill. Not likely 
but the government paid it with the 
p1eo·p1e's money . as part of th~ 5 
millions m.entionP,d before. And still 
there are gentlemen on the other 
side of tl1e House who do not owe 
their seats to · any connection with 
the F.P.U. and who stand for it 
whjle only getting up here and put
ting in a claim . for $19 or $15 for a 

I 

long, O Lord, how long~ . How long I 

hut. it is his duty to be he·re in the 
House. '\\that is he doing to justify 
his drawing $5,000 from the Gov'ern
ment of this country a year. But the 
all powerf11l man who has a re·co·rd 
for making and breaking Gove·rnments 
is not here and he wil] ndit be here as 
long as the House is open. . 

We have heard a lot recently about 
coalitlon, .but I want to say right here 
now that any coalition of the 36 mem
bers of this ·House · which will include 
:the h.onourable W. F. c ·oaker and his 

' as·k are they going to stand for this 
kind of thing. T·he answer is, as long 

' eleven men will count W. J. Wal$·h 
. out, and I want to serve notice on the 
leader of the 0 'pposition now to tha'-

, 

as the financiers abroad are pre
pared to hand out loans to this 
country. Why, the position ·in con .. 
nection \Vith the Reids alone is 
so scandalous that , I an1 not afraid to 
'go to any district in the Island, and~ 

if I am allowed to put the whole 

I 
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thing openly, to face either the Hon. 
Mr. S1qU:ires or , lion M'r. Coaker 
and to leave the issue to the people. 
Now on top of the railway scandal 
we have the fish markets demoralized 
and though it has been said here tha,t 
we all voted for the Fish Regula
tions; that is ·· not correct. We all 
voted for the regulations it is true
but not fo r the regulations that 
were put in force. Does anyone 
think for a

1 

moment that any man on 
this side, if, he knew what r~gula

tions were· really to be put in force, 
would. stand to see men lilre Geo Har·· 
ris , Penny, of Ran1ea., and the others 
who were bank_\r11pted almo~t by 
their iniquitous mea.sure, {)Ut to the 
wall. It was not the measure that 
was passed here that l1a(l the 
disastrous effect but the manipulated 
rneasure which was like every other 
that has been passed by this tnis-re
,presentative government. In the 
Fall of 1920 certain :fishermen came 
to the. city to try and sell their fish. 
The Hon. Ministe·r of Marine and 
Fisheries counld not pay for it out 
of his own money-the Hon. Prime 

• 
Minister was not here at that time 
8.nd if he was he would ·have had to 
hand it out or get out. Now the 
Hon. Mr. Coalrer was driving the 
Hon. Prime Minister and if he was 
not he·re, the Hon. Ministe·r o,f Justice 
was-though he is one of thoge 
whose position in the House ·s not 
dominated by the F.l'.> .tr .-he was 
asked to hand out $500,000. And, 
gentlemen, it was handed out ·and 
the Hon. Mr. Coaker paid $8.50 of 
the peoples money for the fish. And 
r.till we co1ne here and call our
aelves a representative government. 
But I sa.y we cannot have any such 
thing while any. one man has the con
trol of eleven seats. We would ·not 
have it if Sir M. P. Cashin or any 
other man ·were in that position. 
Perhaps after all, the Hon. Mr. Coak-

er is not altogether to be censured, 

because he ·\vas drunk-dru.nk not on 
10 or a dozen scripts filled at the 
Controller's Department, but with 
the power given him by t_he people 
of Bonavista. Sir M. P. Cashin said 

/the other day- that he aught to have 
been examined by a doctor. Th.at is 
perfectly right and if he rad .bee11 
sent with Dr.: Parsons of the 1\.~ylu111, 
the Colony ·would be better off bv • 

13 millions. It is, a strong statemeP..t 
to make but I make it in full calm
ness and from the bottom of n1y 

heart. Now it is no use to go dow~n 
through the whole list of scandals 
similar tn the F ish Reg11Jations- -
we have last year's Hansard here 
that would fill a wheelbarro"N, per
so11ally I · sp,ent about 48 hours try
ing to point out tl1e shc>als and da.n
gers the country was runni11g into 
-and all it brought out was a ya,vn 
or a smile from the gentlem.en who 
are. not worrying \Vhat the price of 
fish will be bu.t whether Gundy & 
Co., or some other money le·nne·rE' 
are rea.dy to hand out more money 
until such time as the people kick 
them into oblivion. It would be only 
a waste of energy· to tell the doin.gs 
of this government as my action 
\vould be misconstructed and I 
would be 11eralded _abroad by their 
rotten party press as speaktng :ro:r 
ulterior motives. The tim.e has ar
rived when such flimsy conduct as 
theirs will n.ot put butter 011 tl1e 
table and conditions are such that 
people are getting their ct'othes sev
eral inches smaller because they are 
practically starving. Now here is 
a. list of expenditures-pit props 
$184,000, the Ba,dger-Deer I.!akP. ro,ad 
$750,000--and I · do not intend to let 
that pass without referring to it. l 
want to say that last year it was 
called a road form· No"rhere to No
where. I supported that road be
cause I knew it was not from No
where 'to Now.here as I had travelled 

\ . 

o·ver the area 25 years ago. I sup-
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ported the 1\1inister of P1tblic Works 
who represents the district through 
which the road is built as I was ask
ing for a grant for the Colinet 
Road which it was our intention to 
extend alo·ng the Cape Sh0re to 
Branch and I hop·e sufficient 'vill be 
given us to finish it because good 
value has been given for the mon·ey 
already expend.ed. · We got $18,000 
for a 30 mile road and I will tell a 
story in that conne.ction . I per
sonally called on the Minister of 
Public Works-and he can contradict 
me . if it is not true--and suggested 
that public tenders for the work be 
called for. He was good enough to 
accept the suggestion, the. tenders 
were called for and we have a road 
of 30 miles built at the cost of only 
$600 a inile while $1.1,000 per mile 
was paid for the Badger road. And 
the fy.linister told us the o,tfter day 
tl1at one of the last graceful acts of 
the Auditor General before leaving 
this · country was to call on him at 
this office and cong~at11late him on 
tl1e judicious manner in which the 
money was spent through his depart
ment. And I say that the time is 
here now to censure the .. ~uditor 
1General and let the Upper Chamber 
pass a. similar vote of cenf:)ure on 
him, or have him recalled. Con
gratulations on the way the money 
was spent indeed. I do not know 
the i\:uditor General, ·not if I met hi.m 
in California or o,n Water St. I 
would not know him if he .gave me 
a puck in the mouth, but one thing I 

te 11 you I would give him one back. 
Now all through . the years abler men 
than we have come into this House~ 
not to joke as to a phrase in the 
Speech from the Throne being ·critic
ally correct~ but to seriously con
sider an.d dea.l with the affairs affect
j ng their constituents. ~B11t every .. 
thing now as become like the snow 
shovelling in connection with which 

one man -was fined for misappropri-

I 

ating m.onies and then put back on 
the job. ~Jverything is demoralized; 
this House has · been demor3.lized an<f 
it is just time to wake up and rem
ember that we have a sacred duty to 
perform and if we are not able to do 
it we should hand In our resigna
tions to His Excellency the Governor 
and let others come in and take our 
places. M'r. Archibald stepped out 
of your ·ranks but din not do ~o to 
cpme over here for a job as we had 
nothing in the way of emoluments 
to hand out. He knew he could not 

• 

do as n1u.ch for his constitl1ents a'$ 
ff he .had stayed in the government. 
He must have had some reason for 
his action. He is a man who is inuch 
ahead of the average Newfound
lander. Ido not hesitate t<) say, 

· that he IS POSSESSED OF FAR 
n1ore ability than many in thi~ 

House, ministers or others. He 1nade . ' 

a plea., stronger than any other in 
the House could make, but none fol
lowed him because they were feel
ing like Ne-wm.an when he wrote , 
Lead Kindly Light. And the Hon~ 

Mr. Coaker got after the grumblere 
~and grease·d their paws. Consequent
ly Mr. Archibald sits alone. I do 
not think it would be much better if 
as lias been suggested ,, .. e all got .to
gether to form ·a new party, but all 
must admit that the best brains and 
ablest men are on this side of the 
House-though I am not one, I claim 
to have as much ability as any on 

• 

the other side. I may not be able to 
make a joke of a: matter concerning 
a million or be so glib of tongue as 
the cute little Minister who sit.3 
there silently and draws his $5,000 
a:p.d also continues to squeeze the 
juicy orange known as the Labrador 
Boundary. I am not a lawyer but 
as far as ordinary intelligence goes 
I do not a,dmit that I have not as 
much as any on the other side. Wh~t 
is required at the present time is 

big men-big men in every n1.e ~f 

{ 

• 
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the word. Big men I say, not the 
like of those who confine their duty 
to their constituents to - going to the · 

- . 

Works Department and! asking for an 
allocation. of $10 or $20 for a road. 
We do not come here to present a 
petition for $10, to · ask to have Aunt . 
Jane's amount increased to $20 or 
for a little grant for -something in 
Cow Head or Trepassey. It is time 

. I 

we woke up not for ourselves but 
for . our children whose future de
pends ·on the actions of the men who 
a.re now holding seats in this House. 
And . it is not only the children but 
the hardy toilers of the sea and the 
.miners who seek their living in the 

. I 

bowels of the earth and who so far as 
having ·· a· voice here are not· heard 
at all~ . They are not able to come 
into this. House an.d tell their story 
and it . is our duty if all spark of 

·integrity and honesty is . not dead-·- .. 
and I am som.eitimes sceptical as to 
that :point-to look out fo.r them. 
There are lTniversity men on the 
other s'ide of the House, m.en on 
whom·-their parents spent many thou
sands of dollars if it were all taken 
together, in the way . of education. 
And they are Newfoundlanders, and 

I 

cannot be blamed for their neglect 
on · tbe ground that they are foreign
ers; don't they ever sit down and 
consider that we are here now with 

• an earning power that does not 
nearly equal our expenditure. And 
in spite of the conditions prevailing 
we are not only asked to pans the 
same vote as last year but a larger 
one. After I am :finished someone· 
will probably say, "'\\Talsh got off a 
lot of tommy-rot about Coaker who 
is not here; a,nd there the matter 
will end. But in 1903 with the 
.population practically the same as 
now w·e had total estimates of ,$2,
TOO,OOO; in 1910, · seven years later 

• 

m.illions or about · $14 per capita and 
to..:day with virtually the ·same pqpu-

latio·n-but ·I question if we have. the . 
• 

• same .earning power-we are asked 
to consider Estimates of 12 millions . 
or something like $50 per head. This 
means the man with 7 chifdren has 
to pay out $350-before he does any
thing else to the Hon. Mi~ister of 
Finance so , that he can hand it · out 
to the Hon. Mr. w ·arren, Ba.rnes and 
Squires and the others. \ 

Hon. Minister of Justice-and Mr. 
Walsh. 

MR. WAJ .... SH:--I am gla.d of the 
retort and I am going to ask that 
instea.d of you dr~wing $5000 for 
trips abroad your salary he reduct1d 
50 per cent. Will you support the 
measure, I advocate that ·the Minist
erial salaries be cut in two. The:re 
is no answer to that. I will advocate 
that the - salary of His Excelency 
the Governor who draws $15000 
which is paid by the man ~ho goeE
down to the · deep waters or delves 
In the bowels of the earth, be re-' 

'.. duced by one-third. And I further 
advocate that the salary of the Chief 
Justi'ce of whom some may be 
afraid but I am not-be reduced by 
$2.·oon 

I am not going to C·onn River or 
l:Iermitage or Hr. Breton to some 
pooir unfortunate who is getting a hun 
dred dollars a year or so and cut hi3 
sa~ary while I fatten the governor 
a.nd the jud,ges. ·Now, put that in you.r 
pipe and smoke it. These little pleas
antries may cause some amusement, 
Mr. Chairman, I notice that all the 
' . 

gentlemen on the other side of the 
House are wearing ple1asant smiles, 
but, I can wear Il·O such article of ap
paral. I ha,ve to go home to n1y New
foundland wife and my s.even New
foundland children when I leave this 
House and I can hold out no ray of 
hope to them that the· future of thls 
country is going to brighten. It is 
for them and their w·elfare that I an1 

' 

anxious and not for myself. It is 
their welfare that I would guard ag
ainst the outrages of a neglig·ent and 
utterly incapable administration . 



, 
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I had not- intend~d referring at such 
le·ngtti to this Loan .Bill until the 
House went into Supply but tpe sub
je·ct is so. far-reaching that one cannot 
,dismiss it with a few words. No·w, d·O 
·not I.eave it entirely to this · side of the 
House to paint the picture ,of the coun 
try's position. If . any of you ho1n. gen 
tlemen over there see where we are 

' 

'wro11g . in what we state, get up and 
tell tis. T'here is Dr . . Ba.rnes over there 
an e·ducate·d man. Surely he must 
have something to say. But no doubt 
l}e doesn't need to worry ~bout whert::. 
his next meal is ·coming: from. I ap-

• IJeal to him to get up a.nd point out tfl 
us that we are wrong when we state 
that the ·Country cannot meet an ex
penditure this year of eleven millio·n 
'dollars, let him point out to the llouse 
that the two a.nd a half milli·on uo11 
.ars left from this loan will be well 
·spent, let him point out that there has 
been no criminal extravagance on the 

' 
·part of the Government while honest 
.toilers had to g.o look fo·r pauper dole. 
Get up some one, for God's sa.ke, get 
:up and tell us if you are going to kee·p 
on borr.owing till the end; tell us 
'Something, but do not prolong the a,g 

I 

ony. Do not prolong the agony. Do 
not repea.t the spectacle we had here 
J>n opening day when intelligent me·n 
got up and congratulated the Govern
ment oo._ having a surplus. Take·, for 
example, H·on. M. P. Gibbs, .a barrist-

, 

er a.nd a K.C.; as well a:s .bein.g an as-
\)irant for the knighthood, getting up 
in the Uppe·r House, the House of 
Lords, and saying we were the only 

I 
c·ountry u.nder God's fair sun that had 
a surplus this year. No1w, when that 
is done wha.t can you expe·ct an- ordin
~ry, ignorant man? Surely a man who 
aspires to a s.eat in this House must 
have some pretentions to intelligence, 
iyet we ha.d men get up here an.d ta.lk 
~bout our surplus when we re·ally had 
·a deficit. Do·n't carry the dra.ma too . 
far. 'This· cquntry ~eeds re·organiza-
tion if we are to stave off destru.ctio·n~ 

If we had a capable administration we 

• 

tnight ha.ve come out all right. I my-
'self have but ordinary intelligence and 
without having had any conference 
with my co1lleagu.es, I can .~ee a way 
out. I a.m prepared to put on the oil-

• 

skins ·a.nd go into a boat or · I am pre 
pared to go in at half the salary tht: 
ministers- are now getting or anything 
else tl1at might help the Co·untry out 
of its present position a.nd I make 
that stateme·nt with all honesty. If 
tl1e ma.n. outside the House is ma.king 
sacrifices, why cannot the n1an inside 

· be prepared to make sacrifice·s also? 
We cannot .go back to· the public ser
vice of thirty years . ,a.go. Our public 
clebt now is a,s much as the estimatets 
were in 1910· and economy is what is 
ne·eded now. There are lots of ways in 
\vhich the Country ca.n re·cover. It has 

• 

seen d.a.rk days before and came out 
on top, but the men . of those days. are 
11ot here now. You.'ve got to go out 
and abolish th·e principle which allow~ 
Coa.ker or Re·id or anyone ·else to bring 
eleven voting machine·s into . · tbib 
House. I have· yet to be c·onvincett 
that the class of man we had year~ 

ago is 11ot to be found n·ow. You 
l1ave first, however, . to do awa.y with 
the d·octrine of ~coa.ker that every mer-

/ ' 
chant on Water St., is a graball. Sure-
ly the doctrine that advi·ses the peopla .. 
to shoot doctors and clergymen like 

· dogs that killed their sheep can u. 
longer· be permitted to hold sway. We 
all know now how much truth: there . ' 

wa.s in the storie·s of the fabulous for
tunes these merchant princes. were 
piling up at the expense 0f the 
fishermen. There is not a, man on 
Water Street to-day but if presented 
with a. demand note for ten thousand 

· dollars would be driven to the wall . 
Firms that were once reputable and 
prosperous have gone out ·of business 
owing hundreds of thousands of dol
lars. You have got to ptck tlp new 
m-en and induce to come in and 
give ·the country the benefit of their 
-traini·ng and experience. But the· best 

f 

class of men are afraid to enter 

Q 
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politics because · their intentions will 
be misconstrued; they will be sland
ered by penny-a-liners wlhose only 
work is the assasination of the 
characters of those to whom- the)'· are 

,, 

opposed. You've got to do more 
t~an come in here a~d present a 
petition or express an opinio11 now 
a.n.d again. What we want is con
structive criticism and help.ful sug
g·estions. I am 11onest in this. I 
can afford to be honest be·ca use if 

the country goes down, I go with it. 
rl""'here are ;.;ome inen amongst us 
who, if the crash co·mes, can go up 
to · Reids or down to Harvey's and 
purchase their tickets to some other 
country. As for me, I might get as 
fa;r as Topsail or perhaps to Kelli
grews at a pinch, but I can't get out 
of the country. 

Nowt Mr. Chairman, in taking lllY 

" seat I want it to be, d·istinctly under
~tood that any criticisms of n1ine 
have not been leveled at them · per
sonally but as p11blic servants. '11here 
l\vill be plenty 'Opportunitie·s to dis
cuss th

1
e other matte·rs to which re

f•2rence has been made and I will 
only say now that I intend to sup
port the Resolutions b·efore the Chair. 
I see no poi11t i~ op·posing · them be
cause I dare say there are ina.n~' peo
ple waiting till they are put thru so 
that they may go to Dr. Campbell 
a 11d get their share. 

MR. MOORE:-Mr. Chairman, I dt.1 
i1ot want to give a silent vote on the 
. Resolutions n·ow befo,re the Chair. I 
might say in advance that I have the 
greatest sympathy for the Prime Min
ister and the Ministe·r ·of Justice who 

· 1r1ust feel the position in which they 
fi·nd themselves to-day very keenly. I 
realize, of course that anything I or 
anyone else on this side of the House 
n1igh't say now or might have said in 

' ' 

the past or will say in · the future, 'is 
~ot likely to make any differe11ce to 
the deeision of the Government. The 

' 
effort on .our part is only lost because 

there is no such thing as public opin .... 
ion. 

If the public opinion that existed in 
this city twenty-five years ago were in 
evidence to-day, ·llot one of us here 
'\Vould be allowed to occupy our . seats 
tor twenty-four hours. They would 
simply come in and drive us out of the 
l~Iouse. Unfortunately the men who 
lived i11 these days, the men who won. 
for us Responsible Government, are to 
day sleeping in lonely Belvidere, in 
t!1e V.lest E'nd Cemetery or in Mount 
c ·armel. 

We find ourselves, Mr. Chairman, in 
t:t1e · happy position that the only pub
lic department from which the Gov
crnme11t is getting returns is the Rum 
Shop run by John 'T. Meaney, tha.t is 
the ·only department that is turnin.g 
money into the reasury to-day. I re
member when I was in the Natio·nal 
Government, I sugge·sted that a little 
more !attitude should be allowed in 
the dispensing of liquor~ under the Pro 
hibition Act but I was scoffed at. The 
~~ llgg·estion o-f a bottle a wee·k was 
horrifying, but look at what you have 
to-day. You have made drunkards out 
of half the young men in the 1Co1untry 
a11d there is more liquor dra.nk now 
than there was ever drank here be
fore. So much for the Rum Shop. 

Down in the Agriculture and Mines 
Dep.t. we have an,other nice position. 
A ma11 wh.o is not responsible to this 
I-louse has been handed out the sum 
of $80·0,000 which he can, spend as he 
thinks fit without a.ny check whatever . 
Is tl1at tl1e way a depa.rtme·nt should 
be run? It was said by _ Coaker's paper, 
a day ·Or two ago that Hon. S. Dr 
Blan.dford also had control O·f the ex--penditure in th.at department when he 
was the·re. That may be true, but Mr'. 
Blr.lndford never had more than $20,-
000 to spend while Dr. 1Campbell ha.s 
$8Q0,0010. Is it any wonder under these 
circumstances that the Revenue is un 
able to meet the expenditure? It is 
an unfo,rtunae position., Mr. Chairman, 
and I have only seen the real serious-

• 

I 
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ness of it the past few months. Water 
Street is continually laying off hands, 
merchants say they cannot supply for 
the fishery and surely something must 
be done and done at once. Yet nobody 
seems to be making an effort to do 
a.nything. Mr. Gosling h.as had the 
courage of his conviction and has 
spoken in no uncertain voice, but, 
what is the use of all the shoutin.g. 
You cannot arouse the Government to 
action. 

I will support the ~esolutions, as I 
l1ave alrea.dy said, out of sympathy for 
these responsible for them and who 
find themselve.s in an extremely awk
ward position. 

MR. VINI1COMBE:--lVIr. Chairman, 
1 would like to make a few obser·va
tions ()n the subject matter before 
the chair. 

You cannot get any satisfaction he:re 
all that one half of the departments 

' 

do is to sign cheques, and one half of 
• • I • 

them do not know they sign them or 
what they sign them for. 

Mr. Jennings and Mr. Ha.Ifyard did 
not sa.y one word in protest when Mr. 
Coaker was abused in ·this House a 
short 'time ago. Last year no man 
could say · a word against him without 
having Mr. Jennings and Mr. H.alfyard 
after his heels. 

MR. HALFYARD:-It is your own 
picnic, if you choose to abuse and nul 
1 ify a man behind his back, then do 
it. 

MR. VINICOMBE:-You and Jenn
"ings boast .of Mr. Coaker wheD: it ple.as 
es yo~. I say s-ir, that you and Mr. 
Jennings fell down on your jo,b when 
Coaker wanted you to back him up 
and go with him on the Humber deal. 

' Mr. Coaker won't have you much long 
er/ he will toss you. We all know the 
story of the under-dogs which you and 
your gang have been so· fond of tellin~ 

·What about your chief's plum pudd· 
ings for the se~lers? He has been 
awa}~ the last two sprin:gs ·when the 
-stean1er·s have been going to the ice
nelds. · Both ·or you fell down on the 

man who made you and brought you 
1n here. You would never have en
tered this House as a member if. ·it 
was not for Mr. Coaker. 

HON. MR. HALFYARD:-What ab
out St. John's East? You were taken 
down · there by the Leader of the ()i)
position and kept under the coat tails 
of the other two members~ 

Mr. Vinicombe then read the pub-
lic n1essage sent out by the Govern
ment when the House met for busi
ness. 

MR. VINI1C10MBE:-Did you hear 
that Mr. Halfyard? You ought to be 
ashamed to· send it out. 
· HON. MR. HALFYARD:-We did 

not send it o·ut, it is public news. 
MR. VINIC·OMBE:-Who did send 

it out. 
HON. M·R. HALFYARD:-Mr. Mews, 

the compiler. 
, MR. VINJ.C:OMBE:-1 say it is dis
graceful. T'he Hon. Mr. Mews sends 

· that out to the · poor inn.oc.ent .People. · 
This is the man who is slated for ·Gov 
ernor of the Penitentiary when Mr. 
Pa.rsons goes out. Y 011 ha.ve pension
ed dozens of able-bodied officials wh-t1 
are quite a.ble to do their jobs. Is tha\. 
yo,ur idea of econ.omy't And how are 
we a.sked to vo~e for this loan. 

In 1919 we owed 43,0·0·0,000 dollars. 
and this was afte::..~ we harl financet1 
ourselves througn the war, e:t11d Yf'l 
the Gov·ernment \V3S a b11sed beyc1nd 
words; while to~d~1v we owe the· e11or
mou3 sum of :fifty-se,ren 111illions and 
you cannot pay your interest. Th~ 

only thing the 1\finister of · Public 
Works h.as . economised on has been 
the voor inmates of the General Hos 
pital. The butter down there is ab
solutely disgraceful. I have tasted it 
and the person who called it axle 
grease was not far wrong. It is rot
ten. Is that how you are going to' cur 
tail expenditure.· On visiting days ~t 
the G·eneral Hospital you will see all 
the visitors instead of taking . do,wn 
fruit as was formerly done, you will 
see them goin.g off witb a piece 0f 
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gr,easy paper containing a bit of but
ter. I want the Minister of Public 
Works to tell right now the story of 
that rotten · butter which is being su11-' 
·plied the Hospital. 

MR. JEJN'NINGS:-You will hear of 
that 'vhen Supply· comes up. I m!t),. 
say if you want to cut that butter 011t 

whicl1 you compared to axl e-grea8e 
yo·u will have to shut down all tl1e 
butter factories in town. The butter . 
is sent down fro·m the factories a c
cording to orders re·ceived. It is sup-
posed to be good butter. 

MR. VINIC·OMBE:-1 a.m go,in:g to 
be candid now and say before your 
face that the butter at the Sanitarium 
is disgraceful too. I have been i r1 
there. Dr. Rendell s.ays that the b·l1t
ter 1they are supplied with is rot tetl 
a, nd scandalous. 

MR. JIDNNINGS:-May I ask yo11 
' 

what kind of butter you use on your 
o·wn table? 

MR. VINICOMBE :---I do not kno",v. 
I do not buy it, but it is good ,butt~r. 

89metimes we have fresh, · but I say 
that tbe poor people are alm,ost poii:t -
~orted by wha,t they get at the two Pl1 b 
lie institutions mentioned.. Shol1 ld 
that be your motto, po.or bt1tter he
cause the people in there are po,or ? 
You, who always advocate for the. un
d.er dogs. Is that your only reason by 
saying it is free? Yes, very free in-
deed, but we are payi11g for it , anrl 
God . knows that we are paying high 
Jenough too since you have been in tli_c 
Government. What a.bout the poor 
girls who come in fro·m the ot1tports 
Vlho are always used to fresh butter 
from their own CO°\\"S? 

MR. JENNlNGS:-What do yot1 

know about the outports? 
MR. VINICOMBE· :~I . have lived. 

there. I: know mo·re about the 01.tt

'ports than you do about S:t. Joh11's 
All you know about that. is from your 
· house to the Board of Works. 

MR. JENNJNGS:-You need riot 
worry abo·ut the Board ·Of Works, yolt 
wil I not get it yet., 

', 
• 

I 

IMR. VINI100MBE:-Look here, sir, 
you ought to be the last person in the 
\Vor Id to ta.Ik ab·out , positions. Yott 
"rho said that the butter w,a.s good er1-
ough because lt was free. All YOll 

have done has ,been to bail out n1oney 
you are signing out money to-day an.d 
do not know what it is for-. - I say God 
·help this country when we have · the 
Ilke of you in office. 

'There is your lVIinister of J11stice 
over there, lVIr. , Warren, and 1the best 
attempt from him to help the countr)r 

,.out is to get up, here and quote1 poetry· 
He gets up and sa.ys, "1That the man 
worth while is the ma11 who c.an smile 
when everythin,g goes wrong." Smile 
in.deed, why, we cannot get ·a smile
fr,om the whole crowd of you ove1; 
there. Talk about Coaker, \vhy you 
drove him o·ut of the country and now 
you ha.,.ren't one word to say in hi~ 
!>. 
~:a,vour. 

I am not going to commit myself al 
together, I do no,t know if I should~ 

say so, but I am going to V·Ote for the· 
resolutions before the chair, because; 
'vhetl1er I vote for it o,r not the gov-· 
ernment will by a party vote do as 
it ple.ases. \ 

• 

In reading over the Prime Minist-
er's statements of 1920, I can only say 
may God grant us insi:ght to see and 
t1nderstand, what h.as happened during, 
the past two years. E:verything ha,g 

been camouflaged with ,the, word econ
omy, and what do we find? Nothing 
but waste, waste wherever . we turn. 
We find Mr. Le·Grow put in the Agri-

' 

' culture Department, one man more 
'with about $4,000 added to a depart
ment. Is that what you ·call curtail
ing?' And then Mr. LeGrow gets lone 
ly· and y,ou send down Mr. Samspn
Solomon with that-to keep him com
pany. Eco,nomy again. The·re is Mr'. 
Targett, he got nothing yet . 

. ' MR. TAR·GE'TT:-I did not ask for 
' 

a.n~rtl1ing. ' 

MR. VINIC·OMBE:-Yes, you did. 
lVIR. TARGET'T:-No, I did not. 

I 

l\lfR. VINICOMBE:-Welr YOlI ou:gbt 
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;o have had something before this, you 
11ave been here long enough. Loolr 
what Mr. Jennings is getting, $5,000 
per year. Your turn should soon 
come. 

MR. rrAR.GE'TT:-1 am not worrv-.. 
ing about Mr. Jennings. 

MR. VINTCOMBID:-With reg.ard to 
the resolutions before the I-Iouse, I, 
speaking as a Newfoundla.nder sup
pose I sh.all vote for thetn, but I cer- . 
ta.inl)- want to see some curtailme11t 
Spealring of Prohibition. l thought 
everything would be O.K. when we got 
that. We were told that there wot! ld 
be i10 one in the hospitals or th~ 

penitentiary; but, what do we find t·J
day. Every pla.ce filled up, the polie.j 
almost doubled aild now yo~ ha.ve t11•:. 
JVIounted Police on the top of that. 

That is a sa.d sight, i11deed. You 
got more po·lice now than yo·u did bP
f ore Prohibition came in, and in ~11i

dition to that we now have a ne'\iv p:tt
rol of Mounted Police to get after tl1e 
motor car drivers. Now about Mr. 

' Parsons, are you going to pensio11 
11im and put Mr. Mews in his place. 
This is not the time to d·o that. M:. 
Parsons is still a strong energetic 
man and attends to his duties · \rerv ., 

"'ell. It is time enough when he gets 
older to pension him, an.d then i\lfr. 
Mews is the very best man for the 
job. Now regarding the Loan I co·n
sider it my duty to vote for it, for I 
realize that the co·untry needs th~ 

money and the Govern.ment has t 1J 

give it to them. There is no public 
opinion expressed these d.ays a.bOllt 
the Government's Policy. E,very man 
who owns a bu.siness 0 1n Water Street 
knows that Coaker controls the c·oun
try and has 23 seats on the Govern
ment side of the ,House; hence they 
are afra.id to say anything against the 
Government or their actions. Mr. 
Gosling is the only man who would 
dare to come out and say what the 
Government should or should not do. 
Mr. Chairman, I will vote for ' the Re
solt1tion before the Ch.air. But to 

I 

those in this Assembly I say, get to
gether as · a Government and see that 
th.e thin.g is . done right so that next 
)rear we shall not have to get another 
oan. 

SIR lv.t:ICHAEL CASHIN:- Nir. 
Cl1airman, I do not l\:now if there is 
I11ucl1 left for me to say, but I c1~~en1 
it advisa.ble tl1at we all n~··Jst · spe:JJt 
to this resolution. There are one 
or two thi:n.gs, the oth0rs ~lnve not 
S iJ i.(l which I intend _to p111t up to the 
Prime Minister. Last year we had 
a Bill before us asking po,ver to 

• raise a loa,n for the benefit of the 
Colony. That Bill "ras sprung on thP 
country overnight. The govern
m.ent on the other side of t11e House 
did not lrnow the government was 
after a loan.. The Prime lVfinister 
went to New York himself and 
secured that loan on re:1sonable 

• term.s, as he said. But I am going 
to ask hi1n how, as I asked him then 
--how that loan was raised and why 
was it raised in that manner? I 
asked him then why it was not made 
known outside of Newfou.ndland and 
.,vhy it was n.ot advertised. I also 
asked for a cop~ of the .Financial 
Statement of the people from whom 

I ' 

that loan was raised, but I did not 
get any answer. When a. loan is 
needed it is the Pri1ne Minister'~ 
duty to ask for the tenders for that 
loan, as has been done all down 
through the· ages of responsible gov
ernment. I had the pleasure--or 
the displeasure, to raise two loans on 
behalf of Newfoundland and I follow
ed the Rule of the road. We ap-
pointed a committee and asked for 
tenders. We advertised in the proper 
papers in New York and Can?.da to 
draw attention to the fact that we 
wanted a loan. We .met when the 

' 
tenders were up, and accepted the 
highest figure. What happen.ed over 
the loan of 1921? The Prime Minist-
er went to the United States with-
out .authority and negotated a loan 
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for three and a half or four million 
dollars. How many of the gentlemen 
in the go·vernment can tell me right 
off what that loan cost? T·hat loan was 
negotia.ted by the Prime Min.ister 
and no respect was paid to other 
firms, but the deal was closed for 
eighty-eight, with interest at six and 

\ 

a. half per cent. He never advertised 
or invited tenders but accepted the 
loan at eighty-eight. That made a 
difference of twel,,.e points. Twelve 
times six made $720,0·00 and with in
terest at six and a half per cent, 
·while the colonies paid o·nly five p.er 
cent, or five and a half percent. 
Then he comes hom.e and announces 
he has secured a loan on reasonable 
terms. I am not going to talk of 
this loan now, with ti1e Minister of 
Finance away and the Prime Minister 
and the Minister of Justice out of 
the House. There is no one over 
there who would understand any 
thing about a loan, and I am not go
ing to belittle myself by talking to 
you about it. 

Mr. Chairman I ask that you raise 
the committee. 

Mr. FOX:-I second the motion. 

MR. HALFYARD :-There is some 
reason in what the Hon. Gentleman 
·has been saying regarding the loan·, 
that the Minister of Finance and the 
Prime Minister know most about the 
loan raised in 1921, . but I know that 
when the P-rime Mtnister 's.pol(e 
&bout raising the loan last year he 
s;et ·forth the terms and the interest 
and the rate of exchange. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:- Mr. 
' 

Chair.man, I rise to a point of order. 
There is a motion before the chair 
and this committee rise and report 
progress. I ask that the motion· be 
~ut. . 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:~Mr. Chair
man, I was going on to make a few 
remarks on the resolutions before 
the , chair at 6.15; but I fottnd the 
House deserted by the Minister who 

is supposed to have charge of t11is 
Bill, and I did not. think it , right to 
go on. when he was absent. I sta.rted 
out by saying that last year. th.e gov
ernment raised a loan of six million 
·dollars, a.ltogether different from the 
·way it has been raised this year, and 

. J "\Va.s , going on to deal \v'ith the 
raising of the loan of last year ancl 
to ask the Prime Minister to point 
out . the difference, if he is able to 
do so, in the raising of the two loans. 

I 

Last year the loan was raised by 
the Prime Minister and not by the 
Minister of Finance and he closed 
that loan without consulting his 
colleagues. I want to draw the con
trast between the loan of this ~rear , 
and the one of last yea.r. The loa.n 
of last year was not raised in any 
business manner at all, the , Prime 
Minister we are told w·ent and raised 
it ''off his own ba.t." . He went and 
closed the loan for six million dol
lars without advice from anyone, or 
any consultation. Now the.re must 
have be,en a motive for this, and be
fore we go on I ask the Prime Min
i~ter to rise to his seat and tell us 
why he did so. I raised two loans 
when I was Minister of Fi'nance and 
Customs; 'in a business-like manner. 
We se.nt out a prosp·ectus and adver
tised; we received . tenders and . ac
cepted the best tender. Now last 
year the Prime 1\iinister goes to the 
lTnited States and "pulls off" this 
loan of six millions. What are the 
fa.cts? Simply these; that that loan 
actually cost the country one and a 
half million dollars. This is how you 
paid ov·er 88 points last year at six 
and a half per cent; this year you 
paid five and a half per cent; wh~ is 
that? 10 po·ints · under last year's; 
instead, it should have been 10 

. I 

points over. Last year you had a 
surplus to draw from and no such 
deficit. This year you were forced 
to do the be~t. You difl notj telegraph 
or advertise last ~rear as you did 

I 

• 

/ 
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this. Now will you rise and tell us 
h'ow it was you did not advertise or 
ask for tenders last year? I admit 
that this year you did the- right 
thing, and I admit . that it is a good 
loan. But last year you we·re so sur
prised at getting the fly on the

1 
wing, 

that you took the bait at the first 
bite. This year yot( had to practically 
go out and finance the loan. T'he 
Minis.ter of Finance .gave it out on 
). .. ou, and says that he is not going to 
stand for it. There is no reaso11 
why you should not have got a loan 
last year at 98 as you did this year, 
and then you would -have saved 
$700,00·0,00, and $60,000,00 per ·year 
as interest, and at 1 per cent for 
twenty years it means about another 
$700,0100,00. 

Now, is there· no expla,nrution , to 
give tl:iis conn.try before you finaliz~ 

this loan? You com.e in and ask us 
to discuss th.is loan without a.ny ex
planation wh.atever. It shows the 
way that )'·ou have "'put it over"' on 
tb.e other gentlemen on the other side 
of the House, and you a.re disap
pointed to think that you have not 
"put it over" on this side. Last year 
you went and ~ave a.way, b·elonging 
to the country, p!ractically 2 millions 
of dollars. You went to Ne'v Yorlr 
to raise the loan; but did not come 
back and get th.e. a.dvice of your 
Executive? Surely goodness if you 
did, someone would move to try and 
save this money for the country. 
But w·hen you met this New York 
sharker you thought you met the 
right man. But y»ou didn't do your
self justice. Yolt put ·yourself in a.' 
fa.lse position. The loan of this year 
"'~a .s, I admit, a good loa.n, but here 
is the loa.n. of la.st year when we 
·,vere in a better position; alld_ you 
go and tie up 2 millions of dollars 
without giving any explanation to 
this House. There were no ten.ders 
last year. Diel you do it over the 
':phone and in the dark of night. It 

can be done. This year you didn't 
go out of the country, and the tenders 
were opened in the presence of th~ 

Minister of Finance & Customs. Last 
year's loan, as compared with this 
years, has lost to the cot1ntry 2 
millions of dollars. I am not going 
to occupy the time of the House to
night, but I want to show that some
body knows what is going on. ·1 
l1ave to characterize this loan as a 
"stea.l,. ' or a "give-away.'' Now that 
is hard talk, but it is straight talk, 
and it is true. I am open to con-

• tradiction if I am making any kind 
of a false statement. Lt was very 
amusing yesterday when tlie Prime 
Minister came down here with the 
Estimates. He knew he had a hard 
case, and he quickly got a.way from 
them, He said we would get any 
information we wanted from the 
heads of the various departments, 
}Jut he didn't give us the address of 
those Heads. One would think that 
the Prime Minister was "rubbing it 
in'' when · he told us. that. The 
principal department, he told us in 
his manifesto, was the Department of 
Marine & Fisheries, and he was go
ing to ma'ke it a first cla,ss depart
ment, but the head of the depart
ment is out of the coun:try and he 
will not· be seen in this country 
while the House is open. 

We were handed down here the dis
position of the loan of last year. 
Now I 'vant you, Mr. Chairman, to 
follow me, because you may be 
here when I am dead and gone, you 
are a young chap. When I came here 
the total debt of the colony was $6,-
000,000. Now her• J.s tne disposi
tion of the loan of ast year, and I 
want you to remember th.at when I 
handed over the government in 1919 • 
I handed .over a surpius of 4 millions 
of. dollars. Why such a change in 
Newfoundland in a few short 
n1onths? We handed over 4 millions 
of dollars, · and after one short yea.r 

• 
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you had to go out and get a loan of 
6 millions of dollars. We were nere 
a happy and contented people, and 
you ·come out with a wonderful mani
festo in which you promise the peo
ple everything under the ' sun and 
you give the·m nothing excep-t 
trouble. 
'Proceeds of loan $5,337.840 

-
Amount with e.xchange and 

interest 5t960,000 
Iteid Nfld., by cheque $2,500,000 
Cost of raising loan 11.816 
By railroad d_eficit 1,208~327 

Deer Lalte Rd., & Badger Rd., 419.340 
Fishery Supplies 500,000 
Districts Grants per capita 398,638 
Marine Grants per capita · 97 
Balance as at present 286 

Now I ask you, is t11ere an3rthing 
in thi's account that under prop~r 

mana.ge·ment we should have had at 
all? Why did we interfere with the .. 
Reids? There is not an item i'n this 
statement that warrants you in the 
expenditure of one cent. Do you 
mea11 to tell me that half a million 
that · you put out last year redeemed 
the fishery? I contend that it de
moralized the fishery. What did we 
get out of the ma.rine grants? You 

1have accomplished nothing. I said 
the other day1 and I repeat now, that 
o-ut of this 6 million dollar loan, 
which you have just ra.ised, you 
would not ha.ve one dolla.r left in 
the Treasury on the 30th of .June 
next, and you· will have nothing to 

·~how for it. Now how long will you 
go on borrowing at this rate? Prob
a bly as long as the British Govern
ment s:tands behind you, and on the 
:principle that the British Govern
ment has never allowed one of her 

• 

Dominions to default yet. You will not 
have a dollar left on the 30th of 
June. 

,, 
No. 2 loan. Listen to this. Here 

it is for 1922~ Last year you raised 
a temporary loan from the Bank of 
~lontreal, and ·· that you ' have had to 

' 

meet. Now here is the a· •t · f lS!)OBl .. JOll 0 . 

No. 2 loan:-
• 

Deer Lake, Bonne Bay Road 
Ba.dger Hall's Bay Road 
Co linet Road 
Rockey River Bridge 
Storms, Damage Acct. 

$160,000 
t6o·topo 

19,500 
8,500 

150.000 
·"" Agr1cul tu re & Mines Dept. on Re-

lief acct. 800,000 
This last amount you say you ex

p·ect substantial re.turns from .. · The 
returns will be like the returns frolll. 
the pit prop·s last year. There 
should be returns but you don't kno'v 
how to get them. 
Railway' Commission Acct. less the 

' . 
$2,500,000 provided for of the $3,-
260,000 in ~921 loan 760·,000 

Railway capita acct., spent $200,000; 
to be spent $150,000 350,000 

Money required to meet deficit on 
railway operations 1922-23 1,000,000 

Public Cha.ri.ties Able! bodv re-.. 
lief. 183,000 

Balance for general purposes of the 
A Colony ' 2,409,000 

Now this is your second loan, and 
y·ou won't have a cent with which to 
bless yourselves at the end of June. 
$800,000 given to our dep·artment. 
That was about the total revenue of 
the C·olony wh.en I came into this 
House first. Go back and look 
through the Hansard . and see the 
wonderful excitement over the ex
penditure of an amount like $10,000 
without proper authority. But this 
government, the Liberal-Reform Gov
ernment min.d you, goes ahead and . ' 

spen.ds the .whole 6 millions without 
any authority whatever. And to 
crown it all you come in here, and 
you have His Excellency the Gover
por read a speech in. which- ever)'·
thing is painted rosy. You can't con
tinue throwing mud into the eyes of 
the p·eople in th.is fashion. 

I don't know Vt"ho nominated the 
gentlemen on that committee but I 
suppose it was the Hon. Dr. Camp
bell who holds the purse, and this is 

' , ,,..,....,. • ' t'• I" I . I • ,~._ ~ 

-
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the procedure of ·the government to
day. In his correspondence· to l\Ir. 
Higgins and M'r. };.,ox ancl others, Flis 

Excellency the Governor, said lie 
('had the matter in mind for nlonths," 
but he can1e do"\v11 here and re·ad the 
Speech fron1 the ThttJne, which was 

and described everything as ro£'17 , 

n.nd in spite of all that you are get·
tir1g ready to raise anoth ~r six 
millions. That's the position though 
I may be giving it crude, but correct 
form. Now to get back to the :Rail
'vay Commission· again. H~ sa)ra 
tJ1Are is a. h:::1.l::1nr.P. of ~7fl0 000. • '"rrtl~ 

total expenditure, I _ think .I am cor
rect in saying, on the railways since 

. ' 
we handed over the government is 5 
millions, or more, when all the bills 
a.re pa.id. Now this is the loa.n we 
have not got yet a.nd about whjcb_ the 
Hon. Minister .of Finance is no'v away. 
You . have estimated $200,000 to be 
spent in lieu of relief '\\"arks on tlte 
railway there is $250,000-to be spent 
in.1922-23, $1,350,000 anrl. the public 
charities $180,000. And then. we are 
to Id that

1 
for general purposes 've 

will 11ave $2,409,000. We n,re also 
told that by the gentleman whose own 
sta.tement shows that the total reven
ue, up ·to the 28th . . of Feb. last was 
about · $4~900,000. Now ·the statem.0nt 
stands :-Revenue, $4,900,000, and 
expenditure $6,836,000. or a shortage 
of -practically 2 million.s. That is 
your own statement. You have it here 

I 

1n tl1is loan, $2,400,000 for general 
purp·oses of the Colony, but on the 
28th, of February you were two 
millions short, and ·if the drop con
tinues in proportion yoll will lose 
a.nether million and a half by tl1e 
end of the year and where will you 

· be then? How are you going to pay 
it up? These are not my figures but 
those of the honoura.ble gentleman 
who is running the Finance Depart
ment, giving out the statement as 

·count of a.n outport fisl1erman. All 
'the loans are go11e and there is talk 
of giving out fishery sl1pplies. But. 
how are you going to do it; are you 
goi11g down ~o Mr. Padden, nf the 
Banlr of Montreal, who. used to keep 
a half million or so to be used in 
t h""' rtir(\,,..+.;,..~ "Ild ""'k h1·m fo·- "",,._e A.>..A.....J UL \...<v \,.LV..i..l.' a, a,,:, .L i,.Ll. 

n1oney? Or are )70U going to Canada 
to get a loan? When you too.k over 
the reins of government the people 
"\Vere so happy that you could11't e:e·t 
a ·man to go to "'Tork without engag-, 

in.g him a day ahead. You almost had 
to advertise for a man tl1en; but now 
tl113 snirit bas gone out of the whole 
Colony. These are the facts. I want 
Y<)U to take the story hom.e with you 
a.nd digest it, and if it be correct, 
come back here a.nd, at least, give 
i110 the credit of telling you the 
truth. I saw a number of men com
~ng ba.ck from work 011 some part of 
tl1e ra.ilway to-day. Now this kin.d of 
thing cannot go on and it is up to the 
Flan. Prime Minister to tell llS that 
is going to be done about it. Is it to 
be relief work again? If you are 
honest you will do something, but if 
yo·u are dishonest, you will let the 
country go, saying "I have a life
buoy on and v,Till cling to the rigg
ing an.d will take my chances with 
the rest of you." That is th~ position 
too of every man in the governm.ent . 

.... 
You don't own the eountry, remem-
ber; it is owned by some 250,000 peo
ple. I am one· of these, who handed 
it over to you, and. I am not ashamed 
of the manner in which we clid it. 
Would to God, you were In the same 
p1osition to ·hand it over to yoltr suc
cessors as I w·as. I could go on for 
·hours saying hard things against this 
government, but it does not seem to 
take much effect on you. I do not 
know if you walk yoltr room at 
11ight; but there are men .in this 
government to-night whose shoes l 
would not like to be in . I wouldn't 

clear as if he were giving tl1e ac- change places :with the Hon. Pri'm~ 

J 
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Minister for a good deal. It is look
ing bad to ·you now . Sir, ·but it will 

• 

look a lot worse before .2 years are 
at an end. This is the true position 
I am painting t.0-night. It is medi
cine the Hon.. Prime lVl:inister has to 
take, and then when the crash comes 
he will have to stand from under. 
The statements I make are correct, 
and no gentleman on that side or 
the House can . atempt to contradict 
them. This is. my statement of the 
two loa·ns. It is an honest story 
a11d none can kn.ow that better than 

• 

those in the' Executive. You may 
ask me, ''what_ am I going tc do about 
it," I say that your's is the job--:vou 
undertook it~you worked yourself 
into power to carry Qil the country. 
Can you , raise another 6 millions? I 
tlo not know; but I do know that this 
carnival of expenditure and extrava
ga.nce n111st e11d soon. Are you looking. 
to the C.P .R. or some other railway 
outside the c .01011y to help yol1 out? 
If you are you are travelling in the 
right direction, i.f you can get then1 

· to aid you. This story I tell you is 
true and in spite of all that has gone 
before, you now bring down expendi
t,ures totalling nearly ll million dol
lars. Now take thi.s one item of the 

· Horse Police. Wl1at does tne !Ion. 
Minister of Justice m.ea11 by recom
mending the outlay of about $15,000 
for a few horses and some ten more 
men? I ask you, Sir, w11at it is for? 
It com.es under your department. I!· 
these additions were for fire service, . 
there would be some sense in the 
outlay. But Insp. Hutchings recom
mends to you that $15,000 be spent 
for horses. For what? It wot1ld. be 
far better to . give it to son1e ch~rit ... 
able institution. You are going to have 
them to chase motor cars on Topsail 
Road. I saw these h.orses at. the 
races recently, on Qnidi "\tidi Lake 
::i.nd judging from their appearance 
then 'it would be just as well to have 

milch cows. And then you ha.d to get 

ten more men. For What? To come 
down her·e a11d stare at us every 
night with their ft1rry caps on? And 
yet you take tl1e recommendation 

i from the· Insp-General. Are you 
• 

crazy? Th.e Hon. M'inister said the 
,I11sp-Gen.eral reco1nfllended this an.d 
. you cannot justify or shorten the ex-
penditures. The expenditures now 
are 9 millions and there \yill prabably 
be a. supplemental vote of 2 millions 
more. Now this sort of thing cannot 
go on. , You cannot honestly vote 
\such an expenditure thts year. To
day I ra.ng up Mr. H. W. LeMessl1rier 
vrho everybody '\Vill agree knows 11is . 
business, an.d asked him if the Esti
mates were made up yet and he said 
"they were not printed yet, but he 
could go p·retty near the figure." I 
asked him over the 'phone what the 
exports would be, and he answered. 
"About .16 million." That is for the 
end of June, 1922. But yester1a·y you 
tabled estimates calling for a revenue 
of 11 mi.llions. Now how in the name 
of common-sense ·a.re you going to 
get that out of 16 millions? That is 
~rour earning power, and you have to 
get 11 millions to run the country. . .. 
The most you can expect to . realize 
is one-third of that sum, which would 
be 5 or 6 millions. Now how are y·ou 

(~going to get 11 inillions? And on the 
·back of all that you come _ in here with 
this nonsense of horse p·olice. Now 
tl1ese statements are correct and go 

. t(> show that you are going from bad 
to w·orse. If the exports are only 16 
millions, the revenue at the most 
should be only 6 million, and the 
istate1nent made by Mr. Gosling a few 
-days ago to the effect that our earn
jng pow·er and <)Ur expenditure will 
be is fairly correct, what are we go
ing to live on.? In 1911 our revenue 
was about 3 inillio11s, we had a Sltr
plus of $400,000. To-night the in
terest on our debt is three 1nillions-
or _as a matte·r of fact, the bill tabled 
'i11 the Estimates last · night is $2,-

• 

• 
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860,000. That afount will not cover 
' all and it will be brought 11p to tho 

full three n1illio11s. Where are you 
going to get the tJalance to pa.y up 
for tl1e public services? I "rill begin 
r1ow witl1 the Hon. Minister of ._Tus
tice, as he is seated next the throne. 
1-ou come in here with this prop
osition as to policemen, hut yo11 
haven't the money to pay for · them, 
and they will have to be sent about 
their business. The price of $6 a 
qt1intal for fish will not pay it. If 
we get $6 this season-and that will 
lle a good price with a catch of a 
million and a half qui.ntals; it will 
give us a revenue of ~ million dollars 

' 
and the )nost yo11 can h0p1e to add to 
ti1at, from all other so11rces, !s 12 
million inore ! How in the 'face of 
th.ese figures, do you expect to kee11 
the country going·? The - Hon. Min
ister of Justice or the Hon. Prime 
'Minister, as a lawyer, would not dare 
to go into court with a case in w·hicb 
tl1eir defence was so weak as this, as 
they know it would be dismissed im-
111edia:tely. LasW:1 , ,oession y·ou. wer·~ 

going to bring down a Railway policy, 
a.nd also a new tariff scale, but you 
evidently don.'t l\:now where to be
gin. In spite of all these facts, we 
have to listen to all this bunkum as 
to the revenue and expenditures. I 
agree that you are a very good de
bater, Mr. Hon. Prime Minisf:er, but 
you were pretty shaky while you 
were putting in the Estimates a few 
days ago. Yo11 will have a expendi .. 
tl1re of 11 millions an~ the exports 
have dropped 6 millions in one short 
y·ear. Now where will you be· next 
year? ·Our exports for 19,11-12 were 
about 13 millions and the revenue 
some $3,736,000. Now we are about 
to get back to the good times wl1en . 
things were normal. In. 1912-13 our 
exports were $14,000,000- in 1914, 
about 15 millions and in 1918 about 
30 million. The revenue is t1sual!y 

about one-third of th.e exports but 

this\ yea.r the exports will be 16 mill
ions and you are asking for a revenue 
of 11 millions which is utter non
sense. How are y-ou going to .get 
this country back to a soli~ founda
tion to which all the world is trying 
t<> reach? Next year our exports will 
be only n0rrnal and how do you ex
pect the people to pay up anythi11g 
like 11 m.illion dolars. Here· you are 
to-night asking for the same arr1ount 
as last year. Isn't that impossible, 
I-Ion. Ministe·r of Justice. H·OW i11 
the name of common-sense can you 
hope to collect 11 million dollars lf 
the exports are 011ly 16 million. Ca.n 
you answer me that. Hon. Prime 
l\ilinister?. No-and still we are here 
to-night in a mock parliament, which 
is all I can call it, as it is now con
stituted. You are thinking now that 
next year you will have to travel to 
f • 

Canada to get another loan but h.ow 
;1ong do you expect to keep that up? 
If you have had any supernatural 
-revelation telling you where you are 
g·oing to dig up, tell us you cannot 
i11 cold figures talk, and here vre are 
to-night with the loan spent, and lly 
the 30th of-June you will not have 
a single dollar left. If you close . the 
House before the end of Ap·ril, you 
will have' to go to Mr. Paddon, of the 
Bank of Montreal, with your hat in 

·, your hand, and he may advance ·you 
a half a million to carry on the 
flshery; but y·ou cannot do it on 
sound business principles, · as you 
have not a sound proposition to put 
forward. I take it that the House 
will close early, an.d we sha.11 be turn
ed loose without the Railway bus'i-

• 

ness ha.ving been settled. Nothing 
'vill be told us of the outside liabili
ties. What I have alrE=-ady said, is 
right. The Hon. Prime Minister is 
in the rigging, and is ready to let 
the country go on the bre·alrer·s. I 
11ope when I sit down someone on the 
other side 'vill get up and refute my 
arguments. 

' 
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Surely you are not g·oing to take a 
silent vote on these Resolutions, with 
out making an attempt to explain ab-. . 
out the loan. Is it your intention to 
close the House in April, and join 
your colleagues in some 'sunny clime
Messrs. Shea, Coaker, Fo1ote anu 
Brownrigg a.re gone-four members· 

I 

of the E·xecutive absent from the co11n 
try, while the House is in session. In · 
the old days th,ere were onl)'· four 
members in the Executive but now 
tha.t number can be away at one time. 
Wha.t a lovely position y·ou are in? 
How different it would be if .the Co,u11 
try were only in the p·osition it 'va~ 

\Vhen you took over control of its . af
fairs? But, instead of that, here YOll 

are with eleven million dollars· extra 
tacked on to the Colony's debt, and 
you don't lrnow where to turn for the 
next million. Y·ou are ~ven wonder
ing to-night if they will a.ccept your 
securities in New York for the loa11 
Y·OU b.ave just floated. Yo1u would not 
get it, if it were not for the f.act, that 
the money lenders know· the British 
Gover~me·nt is not goi11g to let on 'e or 
her C'olonies default; you wouldn't 
get a cent on your financial statement 
Then, you have the effrontery to tall{ 

• 

of the future of the Colony'. As a mat 
ter of fact, we have no colony, anc.l 
you haven't the slightest idea what 
you are going to do. Do you int.en~ 

to ke·ep on paying the salaries till the 
last minute and then put up the shut
ters? Why dont you cut your Estirr1 -
ates in half, even if you ar·e fired out? 
You would then at least ha.ve som·e
thing to yo·ur credit. What did you ap 
point the horse police for? 

H·ON. MINISTER OF JUSTI1CE:
I will tell you when we get to the 
E'stimates. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:_:_No you wont; 
you haven't the pluck to tell us. You 
have got them to kick the sides into 
the hungry me·n . when they come ar
ound by-and-by. Now these are the 
fa.cts and you haven't spirit enot1gh t() 
re·sent them; you are satisfied to sit 

• 

down and take everything that is said 
to you. I wonder at the hon. member 
.for Burin. I do not mind the others, 
they are only hirelings, fro·m the 
Minister of Justice down~ 

Capt. Jones ought to know · better. 
I believe he does and I sympathize 
with him. This is y1our country, sir, 
as well as mine. An·other man I am 
surprise·d at is Mr. Gosse, and as for 
]\/Ir. Warren, 'vell the country expect
ed sQmething better from him. Now . 
what is the position to-night? 'There 
' 

is not a man over there ca.n get 1 up 
and deny one "rord that I have ~~id. 

Did I ever think, after all my years 
in t11 · s House, that I would ever he · 
confronted with such a position here; 
is tl1ere anything like it in any parlia 
m·ent i'n the 'vorld? 

You are g·oing to pass these Estim
ates and you must kn·ow that you 
cannot get the mone/ to meet them, 
because tl1e earning power is not 
there. Everything you have touched 
has · gone from bad to worse. You 
eannot point to one single thing you 
ever tried that turn'ed out success
fully. Look at the lovely spectacle 
presented . here to-night with regard 
to the treatment ·of patients in the . 
Hosp-itals. You build a, sanitoriun1 for 
two hundred patients, now you re·ft1s~ 

to take more tha,n half the number ir1 
who seel< admission. You should be 
kicked out and horse whipped. Then 
the Minister of Public w :orks tries to 
deny it. No one but an imbecile 
wou Id do so under the circumstance~ 
Is it correct that conditions are at 
has been stated? Is it true that the 

·nurses in the General Hospital are 
bringing their own butter because 

~ what is given them is not fit to ea>t? 
The people that sent you here must 
be "i11nocents." Then you get up 
'here and try to make out a ca.se a11d 
say the butter is go·od enough for 
them. I could go on enumerating in
sta11ces like this indefinitely, a.nd you 
are not the only ones responsible. 
You will go down in history as the 
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~; 'Govern1nent of Paupers;" you have 
n 'Jt pluck enough to deal witl1 any 
si uation as it should be dealt with. 

\ 

Witl1in the past twenty-four h·ours ·a 
man came to me and asked for twentJ.. 
fi"\re dollars to hire a hall in which 
to hold a n1eeting of protest against 
the Government's a.ctions with regard 
to unemployment. I sa.id to hi1n "no, 
-you have a white collar on an.d yot' 
sho11ld be a~hamed of yourself, yol~ 

dont need work." So it is with seven
ty-five per cent of them. They are 
not tn. need and if they are, a pinch 
will not hurt them. Ii they were tu 
come around and take Indian meal 
and molass·es like their fathers did . 
you would 11ot J1ave as many of them 
to deal with, but you are "handing it 
out" to men with money 

1 
in the ban.k. 

It has got to the pass no·w where the 
~ 

people are not going to stand for it 
~nny longer. The men on the Banks 
or the ma.n at the sealfishery has as 
much right to pauper relief as those 
who are getting it. 

Y·ou come down her~ and ask fc,r 
$150,000 for the Post Office. What do 
·you intend to do with that? Perllap~ . 
the Post Master General can tell us . 

• 

why that addition was ouilt. There 
were parts built .before he went there 
that he has never seen yet. And nov.r 
he builds a $150,000 extensi1on ana 

·has to raise a loan to pay for it. How
ever, bad as that · is, you have som·e ... 
thing to show for it. Then there is 
the H 1ousing Scheme. T:ake the Audit 
or General's Repo1rt and see wha.t ht. 
bas to say about it. If you had taken 
the advice tha.t was given you in tbe 
beginning you would not have this 
facing you. I am g.oing to read what 
the 1\.l1ditor GeneraJ says. First, b.o"-· 

· eve:r. I will read what the Prime Min-· 
iste:r had to say in. his Manifesto ab 
Dtlt workingmen's houses. Here it is: 

Quotes Manifesto. 

Now, is not that beautifully worded. 
y ·ou would almost think the ma.n v1ho 
wrote it was in earnest. The housing 

~ 

schenie was to be promoted by tl1e 

Prime Minister with the assistance 01 

outside ca.pital subscribed by earnest 
minded citizens. Yet, what do I .fin(: 

. i.n the Auditor General's Report? Hon. 
J. D. Ryan heads the list of earnest-
1ni11ded citize11s with stock to the 
·value of $100 and from that it runs 
dow11 t.o $25, and then these indepe11d-

' :'en.t philantrophists would build 
houses for the poor. Instea.d of the 
great things that were promised i~ 

this way, we have $65,000 tacked on to 
the public debt. Still that is but a 
small matter when we are talking 
' 1millic)ns . The Aunitor General says: 

Quotes Report. 

Now what will ha.ppen thosA houses 
is, t.h'-l.t thAy will go back to the men 
who own the land. What is ha.ppen
ing the l1ouses to day, Mr. Cha.irma.n? 
Only half of them are occupied. A 
ha.If dQzen were built by Messrs. 
Bowring Brothers and they sold 
theirs at a loss; a11d th.e Company 
we heard so m11ch about last yea.r . . 
with a paid up capital of $200,000, is 
a liability on the Colony now to the 
·extent of $65,000 and the g-overn1ne11t 
·have got to get out and raise a loan 
to meet it A reputable man ha.s told 
n1e that goats and sheep we·re fre
q_uentl~r inhabiting those houses and 
that the doors in them were con
tinually open. The Prime Minister 
has left the House again. I do n.ot 
like to· be tal!ring behind an:rbo<ty's 
back. \Evfdently he does not like to 
hear this; nor does the taxpa .. yer like 
to hear it, but it is too true. all the , 

same. According to the Auditor 
General's report, what I have ex
plained to the House comprises the 
building scheme we heard so much 
a bout last year. Still we are called 
upon to night to pay out $65,000 out. 
of the loan raised a few days ago 
to meet the shortage on that famous 
housing plan. I do not intend· to
night to deal witb all the otl1er 
sca11dals. I have dealt with them al
ready I think since this House ope11-
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ed; t dealt with a considerable nun1-
ber of them last year, and if I keep 
on dealing with them, I shall likely 
get lonely in this House, and shall 
have to listen to 1n.yself talking, be-

' cause nobody see·ms to have t11e 
courage to talk back no inatter 
what I say. I am getting an, op-inion 
now that no matter whether I speak 
lies or truth the men on the govern
rnent side have not got enougl1 
courage to get up and answer for 
themselves. 

It is too long a story to go into 
the pit prop business, pulp, relief 
"'\ll.,.o-rk _ t 'h13 rflilw~,~r, t:he ~~1t '}l~P~tioP., 

and the inatter of education. All 
those matters have scandals 
a bout them. As I told this 
1-Iouse a few nights a,go, · the 
M'inister chiefly responsible is not in 
the House. Some say that he ran 
away_ ,.1,here '\Vere men '\Vho ran away 
for less. J11st imagine the Govern
ment ~ivi11g out four h11ndred thous-
2nd <.lollars ·for fishery supplies. Out 
of all tl1is nloney that was given 
out last vear, the Prime Minister tells 
us that only $50,0·00 was pa.id back. 
The . remainder, I dare say, will nev-: 
er be collected. Speaking of the pulp 
wood scandal, according to the Prime 
Minister the Gover11n1ent had con
tracted for pulp wood and pit props to 
the extent of $1,404,000 for this 
spring. Well, if we are going to get 
back an amou11t from this expendi
ture proportionate to what we gdt 

back last 3rear, certainly the ·Colony is 
. going to get no returns. Last year 
$200,000 was paid out of the Treas
ury on pulp wood and pit p·rops, and 
we got back $6,000 in return. In the 
n1onths of June and July last year 
contracts were offered for p·it props 
for as high as $12 a cord. Such con
-tracts were handed in here day after 
day. Every member knows that. 
Still there was· nothing done, and we 
were told in cold-blooded fa.shion, two 
days ago, that over $190,000 was lost 

on that pit prop transaction. -y-o u 
will not get a dollar for: the1 pit props 
that are on the banks now. The 
greater n11mber of them have bee11 
taken, and even what are there are 
two years oid and rotten. But this is 

,'not called a scandal. now-a-da.ys. 
1 Then there is the Fish Scandal thD. t 
will go down in history for ever. 
'Thirty eight ·thousa,nd quinta ls 1of 
,fish were purcl1ased North on Govern-
ment account two yea.rs ago1, and for 
which I shall show you the ret11rns. I 
think I have got it off by heart, but 
fea.ring that my memory would not 
serve me right I shall read for you 
the Account Sales~ and then any, man 
who is not in tl1e fish business, after 
hearing such , an encouraging re·port, 
will be supplying in May monith. · I . 
thinl{ I have read thi.s before, but I a.m 
tempted to read it aga.in. 

Job Brothers and Company paid 
out of Government money to the tu.ne 
of $108,419.30 for 776 qui11tals of fish 
and the net proceeds that were hand
ed to the Treasury was $58,876. , 

1But that was a very good sale com
pared to this. one. Mr. George M. Barr 
sold 11,416~4 quintals for ' $39,996.96, 
and for' which he· was paid out of 
Government money $136,162.12, prac
tically $100,000 .of a drop·. Under the 
heading of the "Jean Wa,kely" there 
are 216 quintals for ,v·hich tb.e Govern
ment paid $72,281.11 a'nd received in 
return $49~244. But the· most an1us
in.g one of all · comes n,ext. Here is 
':where the saviours of the country 
sell the country. The Hon. Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries bought 7 ,500 
quintals of fish at $93,300, for which 
the Treasury has only received 
$25,000 in return. Of course at that 
time, I for·got to mention, that the 
Hon. Mr. Coaker was the Acting 
Prime Minister, Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries, Mi11ister of ~ ... inance, 
arid Minister of a·ny other Depart
ment you. like to mention, Mr. Chair- " 
man. He (.the Minister of Marine and 
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Fisheries) paid $8.50 a quintal for 
it. That was in November, 1920, when 
we had a slump a11d when thirty or 
forty crafts were in St. John's loa:ded 
-with fish,. The Hon. Mr. Coaker de
cided to se,11 \Vhat fish he had at Port 
Ur1ion. namely, 7,500 qtls., and for 
which he paid $93,300. All this fish 
-was '"Labrador", and belonged to his 
constituents, a.nd aJl the Colony got · 
in return was $25,000. No doubt this 
kind of a transaction. would entice 

. ~iny man to go in to tlie fish business 
in this country. Just imagine, you 
gentlemen opposite, stap.ding beh.ind: a 
1nan who has ruined your country. 
-,You made him Prime Minister, Re
ceiver Generq,l and e,verything else, 
·whilst at the same time he was in tl:e 
fish business himself at Port Union. 
·He hac~ his stores full of fish at Port 

I 

Union when he saw the slump com-
ing. Then he called at Government 
Hou~e saying that he wants to keep 
the price up and he .get~1 a Minute of 

:.council passed to keep the price up. 
He loaded his vessel the "President . ' 

Coaker" here, and as a. result un-
Joaded on the Colony to the tune of 
many.. thousands of dollars. Still 
you gentleme,n op,p,os·ite stand for this 
f;ort of thing. You are as mucl1 to 
blame as he is. You are· sup·posed' to 
represent the interests of the people 
of the co11ntry as much as he is. But 
I suppose YO'U! have got mor·e hypoc.
risy abo11t 'YOU than he has. He, is 
not in the House tonight, and, I am 
told, that he is not likely to be here 

' this session for reasons best known 
to him.self. He is dol1btful as to 
vvhether that Com1niss~,on th.at was 
appointed to enquir'e into his tra.ns-

• 

ttctions in conn'2ction with the fish and 
saJt questions, is going to report 
against him or . n.ot. T1h.erefore, he 
w-0uld be in a.n awkward position if 
he were here. How·eve.r, this revela
tion that I am exposing is going to be 
counted as evidence against him. lVfr. 

Chairman, was there ever any scan-
J 

dal like it since this House was 
, built? Scandals are going on right 
1 a11d left and tl1e countr·y is payii1g 

for it. Still th,e 1Governm,e·nt are 
going out r·aising loans to meet tl1e ex
penditures whilst they know that they 

• 

: cannot get su:fficie1nt reve.nue, because 
\ 

the earn.ing power of the people is not 
there. 

Take the Railwav busi11ess. Yot1 
~ . 

know nothing about it; in fact you 
know nothing about anything in 
the Governme11t except to d.ra w your 
cheques. 

Take the Salt Scandal · tl1at occurred 
nearly two years ago, a.11d the ac
count sales of that transaction. We 
·~cannot get any info·rmation ab<?ut this 

I • • 

n1atter wl1ile the responsible . M1n1s-
ter is absent. Then again: take the 
Loan Resolutions. I am not going 
to talk on them u11til somebody who 
\represents them.-the Financ.e 'Min
ister is away-co1nes here. An amus
ing thing happened here this after
noon. The Hon. l\iember fo~ St. 
(Barbe arose in 11is place and advo
cated a Branch Railway to Bonne 
Bay, and, ~s he, we,nt o·n in rosy fa.s
l1ion one would t.I1ink tha,t he was 

' 
really in earnest. He asked for a sum 
of money to make a railroad. I am 
pointing th.is out to show you how 
little the country knows today what is 
going on. This petition that was sent 
in from Bonne Bay was signed by all 
the prin1cipal me·n as well as 'by all 
the l\'liniste,~s of th'e, vario,us deno,mina _ 

, tions the.re. I was sent down a copy 
1 

• to know if I .would supp,ort it. Cer-
' . tainly, I say to the Government, give 

them a Branch Ra·ilroad. go out and 
·get another loan in accordance with 
"your policy, e,ven though you cannot 
get the revenue to meet it. I w·a,s 
going . on to show' · that the outside 
country knows nothing of what is . go
ing on; and I doubt if the people in 
St. John.'s knows what is going 011 

\ 

.except what they read in the papers. 
I not~ced in the papers the other 
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cla.y that the Boa1~d of Trade were 
going to hold an indignation n1eeti11g 

a.nd I se·e that Mr. Gosling is out in 
the papers, apparently he is s111elli11 g 

• 
a rat. I heard that the Board of 
Trade are going to call on the Gov
ernor: \'Tell, it is a.bout ti1ne that they 
t:onk: noticP of what iR gojng- on. Mr. 

Gosling a.nd several other ge·ntlemen 
like him put you· (the Govern1nent) 
in the position you occupy tonight 
a.nd now let them suffer for it. Mr. 
Gosling was not denouncing you two 
years ago when he raised the price 
a n d made money out of the sugar. Al
though he was speaking the truth in 
his letter, I must say that, it is ab1out 
time for Mr. Gosling and his associ
a.tes to get out of their shells. I know 
that they have no sympathy for me i 

\ 

but I hope tl1at they do not think 
that they did me an injt1ry y turj1.1ng 
me down at the polls. They didn•t 
injure me; they injured themselves, ' · 
a.i1d now they are reaping their re
ward. Today Water Street is para
lyzed from end to end, and the Gov
ernment is paralyzed. I am ta,king 
exception tonight to the many tl1ings 
that have c.ome before the Hol1se this 
session, especially the Loan Bill. l 
pointed out the other i1igl1t tl1e eJ1or
mous loss this Colony su:rrered on 
account of the Loan Bill of 1921, and I 
hope that after I have tal{en my seat 

• 

tonight, the Prime Minister or one 
of his c·olleagues, will get u.p and de·s
troy my argument, if they can, so as 
to convince th.e JJeople that I am 
wrong. 

Our great question is how our fish
ery is going to be supplied this year? 
Are the Government going to supply? 
Or is Dr. Cam.pbell going to sup ... 
ply, who is, we are told, the <J-overn
ment, and "'tVho has today- $800,000 to 
dole out and on whom there is no 
check kept. How long the people are 
going to stand for this sort of thing I 
know not. 

Tor1ight the· Minister of Justice 

comes down witl1 Estin1ates s-ho1vf rtg 

that there are men r·eceiving four and 
five tho,usand dollafrs a ye·ar and for· 
\Vhich tl1ey do not g i,1e a n hour 's r e
turns. It is a pit·y that the p eople do 
not know the truth about these peop le 
who get out when I am talking. o 'J1er-
w is~ they would not he Jon~ herP. ls 
it fair, and just, a.n.d proper to vote 
$5,00·0 for a man wl-J.o is. not goi11g to 
give one d'ollar's worth o·f returns. L·ast 
)"ear the Gover11ment \Vould not re- , 
duce the Estimates. Every rµ_ember of· 
the Assembly thought that his salarjl' 
• 
was going to be reduced. But now ·v.le 

'find, accorrling to t11e Auditor Gener
al's Report, that the member1 sitting· 

, behind the Prime· Mi11ister go~ a11 ex
tra $250 for their st1pport. Tl1e out ... 
port members got an additiona,l $250 
each or, all .told, $11,000. You gentle
men opposite are paid for· your ser-, . 
vices. I kept you too long here last 
year and you 've·re paid $11,000 more 
before you left to go 11ome. Here is 
wh.at the Auditor Gener~tl says abot-tt 
t he matter: 

{Reads Extract) 
Well now is there a.ny worse1 proof 

aga.inst a governme·nt tha11 this, com 
ing from .a man _ of the Auditor Ge·ner
al's ~.tamp. He tells. you to your face 
that y.o·u ha.ve 5,000 men in the woods 
wasting their time, squandering the 
c1ountry's money and .being eaten with 
flies. Are you going to repeat that 
dose this year? Are you going to 
throv.r away another half million on a 
road tha,t leads from nowhe·re to no
wlie·re and the,n leave it unfinished? 
What are you going to do after you 
have spen.t both loan1s and the sur
plus? How are you going to hana1b 
Fisl1ery Supplies, RailwaiYS, Pit-Pr·ops 
and Pulp-woo1d .. Are you go·ing to keep 
on in this fashion or have you any 
remedy for the future·? Now we. take 
tlp you,r pa.per and see, tl1e thrash that 
is dished 1out day after day to th.e peo 
ple in your filthy journffilis,m and your 
rank hypocritical 'editorials. Here is 
this Evening's Advoc.ate. Look a.t the 
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despicable attack on Mr. · Bennett writ 
ten t,, ... s,ome heeler-written by a man 
who if.' about t,o be appointed Supertn 
tendent of the Pen1tentiary, a.nd for 
'vhom we are now voting .another sal-· 
a,ry ~s a reward ·for his ye1low jour ... 

· nalism. And people . are asked to l)t_ 

lieve the writings1 of a man, qf thrut 
' stamp-a Shylo,ck of the worst kind. 

This paper is filled with rank thras:h, 
churned out by an "irresponsible" who 

· could not earn a dolla.r independently . 
a creature wh·o has always been. a blo,t 

• 

upo11 the 1C'olon.y. The Go1ve,r·nme·nt to'-
night give,s a man a salary of $5,000.00 
a.nd later on when he is pens,ioned he , 
will start a paper for hims.'elf and go 
into poli:tics. That is th,e kind giving. 
advice to the public to-day in the 
Evening Advocate, and writin.g me,an 
attacks upon men like, Mr. Bennett. 
Tl1~y a.re underdogs, bought, sold and 
delivered and only fit to go to · the· 
Penitentiary. But to get back to, the 
subject. 'The Auditor~Gener:al in his 
rep,ort comes down 3ind tells you to 
your face that you are literally throw
in~ away the peoples1 money, and he 

. . 

never saw the like before-5,000 men 
being fed in a wilderness when th.ey 
sl1ottld be out at the fis1hery an.d b,ring 
i11g ir1 wealth and pr·osperity to the 
countrJ-·. The Auditor-1General is right 
The men sh1ould not b1e the·re. If e,ach 
of, these men had caught ten quintals 
of fish, we would have had 30,00·0 qtls. 
more last yea,r,, a.nd at $7.50 per quin
·tal it would h,ave meanit $375,000.·0·0 

I 

value to the Colony. Instead of that 
.Y01U send them out in a 'wildern.ess to 
live on berries where they w.C)uld want 

~ to be smart not to be· . devoured · by· 
_flies. What a treat it was for th.e 
.Prime Minister to read the Auditor 
General's report, and h.ave to h,and· it 
;over .to the Opp,osition. It w·as quite 
\a wrench for ·him to be told by the 
~uditor 'General that . he was, wasting 

, ··;Public Money· and destroying the .mor
a.le of the people. 

No\v let rrie get back to· th.e Minister 
of Justice. In reply to my Que·stio11: 

• • 

N0. 18 on Order Paper, dated M~.:rt!h 

16th he s~ys th.at the Mounted Police 
were being re·.Tived upon the r:ecom_; 
me·ndation of the Inspector Ge·neral. 
Why should ~rou take the recommenda
tion of the Inspector Ge,neral to add 
$12,000 mor~ a yeiar to, the expenses 

' 

of this c1ountry. Did y~:i not know 
a.s Minister of Justice that at the pre
sent time the debt of this colony ts a1-
ready over burdening upor1 our re
sources and that it is actions . of this 
l\:ind that are driving us into insolve,n
cy . . I 11ave been thirty year~ in th:is 
House, and I have never see·n the like 
of it before. When I came he·re the 
Pltblic Debt of the Colon~ was six 
millio11; now it is sixty. The:n the Re·v-

• 

enue was a little over one million; to-
night it is twelye. T'he population has 

·not increa,sed. Indttstries have not 1n 
creased anythin.g, and in fact the court 
try is· on the decline. The :fis,h mar
{kets a;re shattered and th.e price le 
falling. Your governme,nt is the cause 
of ,lt a~l. Your policy ha.s been a po} .. 
icy of deceit an.d cro·oke,dness in e·v
erything you h1ave taken up. Now you 

· want an additiopal Police vote upon 
such a. r 'e,commendation. But believe 
me, you will spe·nd mo·re than one 
weelr here to get th.at vote _ through. 
We shall not take our dire,ction,s, from · 
a man like Hutchings wh'o' is not even 
a representative. of the people. How 
dare he make such a recommendation · 
to you, as Minister of Justice. Tolt 
exp1ect trouble here, and you want to 
have your Mounte·d Police at hand. to 
give assistaJnce, but I tell 'jro11 th at you 
nee·d not fear that this year. Mr. 
H11tchings m.ay th.ink it and may wanll 
his mounted police, but he won't get 
his vote th.rough here for a fortnight 
unle8s he can convince me that I 
would b·e right in voting fo·r it.' 
.. : To g,o ba4ck to the Speech from the 
Yr'hron e· the Prime · Minister cheerfully 
gives ou. t that there will be a surpl u~ 

"on the 30th of Jt1ne next. He wanted . ' 

himself put orn record merely that the 
:financial men in ' Cana.da wh,o· will read 
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it will know th.at there is a s1Urplus 11~ 

Newfoundland. 'Th·ey talk it ove1r and 
I 

rejoice in the Upper Ho,use, and th.e 
I 

Hon. Mr. Gib,bs congratulates the 
governm.ent on th.e Surplus- in the:. 
treasury, and the fact that the Editor 
of the Evening Advocr-ite \was to be 
raised to a new position. Now in re
ply to a question in this House la.st 
week it, has .bee,n said that t11ere wa.~ 

some $1.50,00·0.·00 due to the Crown 
ll,.,and's Department. I ask why was 
that m,oney not collected. Is there 
any one here to represent that depa.1 t. 

ment and answer my question? 
. HON. PRIME MINISTER-That rnt' 
11ey is ,arre~s from the time tha.t y·our 
party vi as in off ic-e. 

before, practising dece.ptio·n ·every
where , Everything is dec.eption. Tht:t 
Crown Lan;ds Departmeint . i·s the es ... 

· sence of a scandal, I s,ay Sir, it is the 
worst kind. Reliefs for the worst dis
tricts shovelled out and no string or 
check on it. But the amu,s.ing part of 
it is tl1at the men who take it are not 
tt wake. Tl1ey think you are the man, 
and everything is milk and honey. -
These are frightful charges I know. 
You were goting to probe the w.hole of 
my doings immediately after your el
ection. But where are you to-d~? You 
are ,i11 your last a,gony, and you are in 
your ver·y last ago1ny as a Prime Min
ister in this country. It is scandaJous 
to e\·en relate your doings to-night. It 

SIR MIC'I-IAFJL 1CASHIN-l\To jt 

not and I ha,·e a list right here 

is is a scandal pure and simple.. No1w 
· take th.e departme·nt of Public wo·rA~ . to 

/ 

prove it. 
HON. PRIME MINISTE,R-Read it. 
SIR 1MI1CHAEL 1CASHJN___;That $150, 

' 000.00 owed by yot1r suppo:rters i~ 
there a.nd why do you riot cancel it? It 
is onl~.r a bluff on yottr part, 'vl1y -are 
you sl1ielding them to .. nigl1t? 

HON. T-HE PRIME MINISTER- . . 
Read the list. 

SIR MI1CHAEL :CASHIN~You rea.d 
it. You have glaring scandals· amount 
ing to $5·00;0100.00 and you ha.ve not the 
confidence to point them out. You 
will absolutely stink forever in the 
minds of the people who, elected you. 
T'he Anglo-Amer·ican Developing 1Co., 
$7 ,5·00. 00; l\1orris $1 .,500.00; J. D. Ryan, 
:Freeman, Nfld. Pulp and Lumber Co., 
~4,500 .. 00; Horwo·od Lumber Company, 
Cana.dian ·pulp and. Ll1mber Compa.~)·. 

Now if they are friends of mine take 
b. note and cancel th:em. If they are 

• 
the people wh,o put you in power can-
cel them as well. Now do you want 
m·e to read · the list? 

H 10N. THE PRIME MINISTER-Do 
you want me Sir Michael? 

SIR MI'CHAEL CASHIN-Ye·s, if you 
\Va,nt me to· do so I will. 'Th~ total is 
$350,000.00, and you . told us in your 
manifestq you were going to reduce 
them, and here you are, s,s I told you 

Mr. J e1nnin.gs w·e · asked a \question 
which you were . expected to, an·swer. 
You have people down in )1our depart
ment who·m you refused to ans.wer· for. 
Take the man A. H. Salter who is 
down '\Vith a Water Stre·et firm; you 
pay him $22.00 per we·ek, arid the Ro} 
.al Stores are paying him 1~ large sal
ary. Why would they not seeing wh:at 
he car1 turn them in?. And then to 
·ask me to vote for a loan to pay him. 
You g'ive "him a salary per wee·k and 
he gets a Commis,sion on what he pur- . 
cha.ses. 

I 

HON. 'THE PRIME 1MINISTER-
Pro~re it; you prove it or sit down. 

; . SIR MI1CHAEL ·CASHIN-You sit 
do·,vn. 

HON. TH~) PRIM;E MINIST'ER-It 
is my business to say it is n,ot true. 
· SIR MI1CHAEL CASHIN-Sit down, 

you ha,re too many scandals to prove 
&!ready. You sit down and ·s1hut up .... 
am getting under your skin no1w. If it 
is not. true y·our Minister h1as lied. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-It 
.i.s a criminal offence. 

SIR MICHAEL 1CASH.IN-I have 
made more than one criminal charge 
then. What about your Fisher) ae, 
partment? Crimi.nal, yes, it is crim ... 
inal from :beginning to end. Why not 

, 
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investigate it and tell th.e ·people it is 
a scandal and criminal. Then the man 
in cl1a.rge of the Public ,Works· depart
ment comeis in here and admits that he 
does not know what is going on·. 

' 

HON. T'HE PRIME MINIS:TER-Yes 
you go a.nd prove it. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-I can. 
H·ON. THE PRIME MINIS;TE·R

Then do so. 
SIR MI:CHAEL ·CASHIN.._ You sit 

, I 

down, you are one of the actors and 
. can not explain. You sho·uld go into 
Opera. You ~r·e the best actor whu 
ever came · in the House of Assemb1) 
You a.re a: finish.ed pe1rs1on in this As
sembly. 'Tell us how you gave away 
the $2,000,000.00 I accused you of to
:t1ight. 'The first at 88 per cent. and the 
second at 98 per c.ent. If you got ex
cited over tha:t it would excusie· you. 

HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTE:R-1 
am n·ot referring to that, I am re.ferr
ing to the charge of commi's·sion. You 
are more serious ov,er that than you 
are ever the $2,00·0,000 .. 00. 

SIR MiiCHAEL CASHIN-My dear 
man, I am not excused by not kno·w
ing the rules of the House. I am e·x
cusen for bre·aking them; I ha.ve brok
en them all. 

HON. ·THE PRIME MINIS'TER-You 
do not know what you are talking 
about. 

SIR Ml1CHAEL CASHIN-D·o I not? 

things to-night I may be forgiv'en, but 
i 

they are all facts. Where is your MIL 

bf Ma.rine and Fishe·ries to ... night, is 
he ~way o·n busineiss? No, h.e is not, 
he has been betrayed by those whom 
'he br·ought in tied to. his coat:-taii. 

HON. MR. HALFYARD___.No, noit at 
all. 

SIR MICHAEL CAs.H.IN---Yes you 
have·, his ma.rk is o~ you all. 

HON MR HALFYARD--Wh.at mark•t 
I 

'SIR MICHAEL 1CASHIN-You t...·~·.l.l 
• 

not s·ee it, it is on your b~c.k. You 
cannot se1e it to-night because Coaker's 
ma.r k is t 100 o.bvious, too bad h.e did not 
see it before he spent all the money in 
the Colony. I ask the Prime Minister 
to get up a.nd tell us th:e :s·tory o·f the 
loan of 1921. Get up and give us 
some expla.nation, the Ministe·r of Fi
naJtce knows nothin.g about it. You 
absolutely failed last year, this. year 
Y·ou g·ot 98, last year 88. Now get up 
and exP,lain the differen1ce b1etween the 
two lpa.ns, surely you .are fully aware 
that some explanation i·s due us, and 
the whole public, wh.om you ha.ve bee·n 
deceiving ever S1in.ce you have taken 

I ff' o ice. 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WO·RKS·:

Mr. C~hairma.n, I beg to crave the in
dulgence of the Hot1se at this late 
h1our, to refer to some o·f the rem.arks . ' 

made .by the Leader of the Opposition, 
partic.ularly those in conn'e·ction with 

• 
Allow me to t-ell you that the d.ay will the expenditure on Badger ~.d Deer 

· arise when neither the country will · L1a.ke Roads. The lo·an which is now 
re·alize what a me·ss you a.nd your sup under discussion has s·ome bearing on 
porterE h.a.ve made of the affairs of thfs that expenditure. / 
country. You will watfit an interpr·e-.. But before doing so I would like to 

• 
ter to explain, when the debt ·of the reply to some of the charges and in"' 
:Colony will b·e 60 or 70 millio·n dollars. suits, wl1ich he has ma.de an.d given 
To-mor.row your pap·ers will be · out during the course of his' r·ambling re-
a.nd say that you put it all o·ve·r me. · marks. 

HON. 1THE PRI:M:;E :MINIST'E·R-, The Leader of the Opposition prom 
Pro.bably they will. j_sed when he started out that he was 

SIR MI1C.HAEL 1CASHIN-But yol!' not going to use any personal abuse 
will g·et le·ft. Yo·u tried to put i.t all or hard · words. In my own recollec
over me 0 1nce before, or an.other man . tion of eight or nine years in this 
tried to use you to do it, and you trie·d . House I have not hea.rd the honor·a'ble 
the same thing to·-night, but you have. . gentleman make a spe·ech. in w·hich 
a.s u~t1al failed. If I have said hard, he did not use perso·nal abuse, and I 

• 
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am beginning to! think t.hat th~t is the 
only kind of a speech th8At he knows 
how to make. He spoke glibly of 
kicking me out o he House. I want 
to remind him that he tried that game 
from one angle in 1919 when he sent 
his three men down. to th·e District, 
with all kinds of promises to give 
a.nd money to spend. But he made a 
miserable f¥lure of it and I was re
t11rned to this House with . the biggest 
majority ever polled in the Distdict. 
If he tried the more brutal method 
which would be in keeping with some 
of h1s a.ctions, the boot, as he tried 
the fist on his colleague now sitting 
behind him, be may possibly have no 
better results. · But to continue de.al
•ng with this' "Kicking out" business 
-if h'e went down to the District · of 
Twillingate (which is second to n·one 
in its law abiding principles) · aJnd 
made the; statement to the men wh10 

put me in the House that they were 
"Imbe·ciles" and "Indians,'' I question 
if there would be en·ough le·ft of him 

I 

to kick o.ut. 

SIR -- M. P. 1CASHIN:-I would go 
do,,rn in an Aeroplane. 

' ' MINIS·TER PUBI..1IC WORKS:-Yes 
I have no doubt that would be the 

' safest waty fo1r you to go there, but I 
would advise you to keep well up in . 
the a.ir. I want to refer also· to a 
statement made by Mr. Vinnicombe, 
who said that the butter used in the 
Go,rernment institutions in thi,s city 
,v.as not fit for axle grease. ·The but
te·r supplied to the Public In.stitutions 
;s the best Avalon C-reamery manufac 
tur·ed in this city.' 'l.,h.i.s wa.s done a.f
t.tar the question received due con.sid
~ration by the B,oa.rd of Works. Only 
one official complaint hals reached me 
in the r~lation to the quantity sup~ 

plied. I took the s'ample submitted to 
some of the staff, the maSority of . 
whom pron·ounce·d it Fresh butter. I 
then sent it to Mr. Davies for analysis 

I ' 

as to its quality, and also its nutritive 
, 

011alities as co1npared with the butter 
made from the cow. His report was 

entirely favoura.ble and in vie1w of 
the substantial diffe·rence in price, of 

' 

the imported a1rticles avera.ging a ·sav 
ing of abo,ut $210,0,010 pe.r year, and con 
sidering th.e undependable quality of 
the imported article, I am still of the 
opinio·n that we were justified in sup-, 

plying th.e local article, and in this 
case we are not only supplying a prov 
en article, . but encouraging a very im 
porta.nt Home Industry. And in this 

' 

c.onnection I wo·nder how the manu-
facturers ·Of this a.rticle of food will · 
feel to-morrow w·hen Mr. Vinnicombe's 
statement is publi·shed ,broadcast that 
this product of theirs, · malnufactured 
for food is not fit for Ael grea,se. I 
scarcely believe they will tha.nk him 
for his statement. 

Another matter which the Leader 
of the Opposition spoke about was 
the purchase of fish in 1920. There 

. was one side of that story to which 
he did not re·fer. At that tim.e, the 
saJle of fish was absolutely nil. 'That 
situation was due to a very lar·ge ex~ 
tent to the oppos.itiv11 of the pre·ss and 
some Opposition members of this 
House who endeavoured to kill the 
Fishery Regulations. The money 
spe11t to buy this fish, w·a.s paid to the 
men who caught it both in St. John'& 
a.nd at Port Unio·n, ~nd i,t enabled 
the·s.e men to provide for their famil
ies that winter, which they could n 1ot 
have done if they had not sold their 
fis'h. His plan accordin,g to his state
ment to-night, would have been to 
·send them home to live on meal and 
molasses to · ''squeeze · tihem out" as 

• 

he terms it. 
Well, he's welcome to his plan, but 

i.n my opinion ·although the transac
tion tur11ed out not to be a good fin
ancial one, yet it was infinitely .bet-. 
ter than hls alternative. 

A cha.rge ·has been · also made that a, 
reply · to a question I tabled this a.f
terno·on was untrue. My reply was 
alb·solutely correct. After Mr. Salter's 

~ ' 

r'esigna.tion last summer, he was . paid 
bis cheque at the end of the quarter~ 

\ 

• 
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Since then h.e has not received a dol
lar fro·m the Public W·orks Dept. H·e 
is still a member of the Board o·f 
Works an.d as such re·ceives the am
ount due him, but that amount is not 
paid by the Dept. If any mem l>er of 
the staff employed in the I>u.bl:l(! 
Works Office stated diffe,ren,tly he sta· 

... I 

ted what was not true, and if I knew 
the party his n8!me would be "Walk-

• 
er" · to·-morrow. I do n1ot b·elieve any 
such s.taeme,nt was made. I regret 
tha.t l\1r. Salter ha.s bee,n mad·e the 
subject of attack in this House. Tl1e 
services he ·rendered to the depart
me·nt were invaluable an.d those who 
criticise h'im were ab·solutely ignorant 
of what they . were talking , about. 
There is no $22 per week in these 
for foo·d is not fit fo·r Axle gre:ase. I 
find it from beginnin.g to end. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-Why don't you 
·talk about the loan? 

M·INISTER . PUBL.I1C WORKS: -I 
will le,ave that to able·r men, but there 
is a remark I may make in passing 

~ in relation to the raising of last ye~ar8· 

loan. T'he motive behind all the ac~ 
tio·ns of th.e O·pposition last year was 
to "Burst the Go·vernme·nt,'' and Q·Very 
fresh assault the·y m~,de was fo·r that 
purpose, and in my opinion, ·they 
would not have scruple·d to use any 
underhanded means to . pre:vent the 
raising of that loan, in 0 1r·de·r to break 
the Government. No means was too 
despicable to us.e for th.at end. l~C)W, 

the pa.rticular reas.on . why I stood , 
here to1-night was to make a few re-
marks, , r·egarding the Badger a.nd the 
Deer Lake Roads. .Although a few 
months have passed since that work 
wa.s · undertaken, I dare say most pe·o
p le remember . what th.e co11ditions 
we·re at ·that time. Gra.nd Falls was 
closed down., and small mills around 
the country we·re practically idle, no·· 
thing was doing at Bell Isla;nd, and 
the problem whic.h the Government 
was faced with was how to find em
ployment and c.reate s·ome p.ublic util
ity. On the pro1b1le1n or how best to 

get some res.ults fr·om the labor the 
question of roads came up. There 
was a ·possibility of building a r 1oa,d 

' . 

that would be very beneficial as a 
rail way connecting ro·ad, between Bad 
ger and Hall's Bary. There can b& 
no do.ubt that the Badger, Hall's Bay 
road will serve a very large numb·er 
of peo.ple·, while it also passes through 
some fine Agricultural rund Timber 
la.n.ds. It was hoped that roads would 
be started in siome of the S1olithe.rn 
districts, but this wa.s prevente·d ow-

• ing to the poor results in labo·r give 
by the men e·mplo·yed. ' In that re
gard I have to ·take issue with a. 
statement in the Auditor General'a 
Report. The.re were very few fisher
men who w·ere p,ut to work on tl1is 
i·oad. Most of the men were miners 
and mill fu·en who . h.ad been throw11 
O·Ut of e·mployment by the clos.ing d"\\·n 
of Grand F.alls· an.d Be1ll Island ·a1nd 
Sidney and the general collaps(\ of t~e 
milling industries all over the co·un
try. 

We were surprised to find the num
ber of n1en seeking e·mployment on 
this work a;s soon a.s it was started. 
Before we were well organized on 
Badger Road, · we had to open up . the 

· road from Deer Lake to Bonne Bay 
in order to find room for the men. 
This is also a road that ha.d been 
trulked of · and promised· for a number 
of years. I regret that the members 
for St. George's consider·s this road 
useless. I have be·en informe·d that it 
passeS' through splendid a.gricultural 
an.d timber lands, and through some. 
of the mo,st beautiful scenery on the 
Island. Ce,rtainly it is not impossible 
that this wealth and timber a.nd land 
cannot be utilized for the purpose for 

1
• which, the creator , inten.ded it. Ant. 
the first mean.s to this. e·nd is by ha:v
ing a good road., put through it. · I 
have eve.ry hope that this particular 
road will more than ju·stify its exis-
tence. .. 

To refer to the r~sults' given in 
labor is an unpleasant subect. I re-
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gret that our expecta.tions in this re.; 
spect were not fulfilled. We had as 
Superintend~nt one o,f the most cap
able road builders in the country, a 
man in who·se abtlity to get results in 
lab·or we had the utmost confidence 
The failure in this r·espect is not a.t
tributable to" him in ·the least. 

First-From one district o·ver 4010 
of the men who went there, re.ceive& 
guaranteed advance from the Govern
men for supplie,s to their families 
ranging from 25 and 40 dollars. These 

en apparently went there· with their 
minds made up not to work, incident
ally it gave us all kinds of trouble 
and worry, to collect thes,e advance·s 

• 

and in a few cases it was never col-, 
lected. 

Secondly--...!The men we.re incited to 
insubordination ~nd lawlessness, by 
the attitude of the Oppo,sition in this 
House last year. ·you we,re playing 
with fire, and did'nt know it. When 
the superi11tendent started to enforce 
certain reasonable orders, he W<iLS' met 
with the ·cry: "We'll have what we 
want, or -- we'll get ,Cashin down, or 
we'll have Crosbie here or we'll send . 
for Archibald.'' 

. In a word, the trouble we met with 
in reg~d to many of the men employ
ed was, a direct result of what ha.d 

' taken place in this House, and in 
their disregard for law and authority 

· the men followed the lead of their 
_! representatives in this House. · Still, 
with all the drawbacks the road to 
Hall's Bay was b·uilt fo·r le1s·s per mile, 
ithan it cost to build the railway 
nearly 30 ye.ars algo, when labor and 
material cost less than half of what 
it · does now, and JM'r. Graham stated 
that he would r3fther build 3,0 odd 
miles of railway, than a road of this 
kind chiefly owing to transportation 

I 

difficulties. 
I will quote one instance ·of the at

titude shown .by some of the men to
ward these in charge. The superin
tendent arranged when the work be
gan, that the men may go to the store 

for supplies durin.g working hours, 
but only two from a gang at a time. 
On one occasion, he' fou.nd quite a 
n um be·r from one gang at a store·, 
31nd ordered fhem back to their work. 
Next morning on coming -out of that 
same sto·re, he found about thirty 
men waiting outside w-ith a club each, 
apparently with the intention of beat 
ing him to death. How he managed 
to diploma,tically app·ease their anger 

/ 

is another story, ~ut this is only ont:. 
instance of the disgraceful co·nd·uct of 
some of the me·n employed. Out of 
justice to others, I must add that all 
were not of the same s.pirit. The 
questi,on has been asked why the 
work was 'not put out on contract. 
The reply is that the work · being 

I 

undert~ken for the employme·nt of 
·the destitute, a contract would be 
scarcely a.dvisable as the co1ntractor 
would naturally want to select his 
own men, and would certainly not 
select many who wen.t on that work. 
However, in that respect I have ha.d 
~uch a bitter experience that I h.ave 
decided if ever called upon to manage 
work of a similar nature, it ·Will be &. 

contra.ct or nothing .as far as I am 
concerned. I very nearly wo1rried my 
self to the grave over it, and I reckon 
the experie11ce left me seven years 
older. Pe-rh.aps the best recomme·nd
ation after all for the Public Works 
Department is contained in the Au .. 
di tor General's Report, which Mr. 
Bennett very adroitly a.voided read
ing. ~e re·ad the part which wa·s 
censurious and skipped . the part 

' 

which was comm·endable. ·The lead-
e·r of the O·pposition did read it, I am 
not sure, whether by mistake or 
otherwise, ho·wever it will bear read-
• • 1ng again. 

' 

"No blame can, in ~ny se·nse, at-
tach to the Public Wo·rks Department 
which did everything which could pos 
sibly be done to keep down th·e expen
diture. The true reason for the enor
mous outlay was the failure to do 
any work b·Y a very large majority 

• 

• 

' 
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of the five thousa,nd men employed 
on the jo·b, the high rate of pay .. and 
tr.ansportation of the me.n out and 
home. Nor can blame be placed on 
the official in charge of · C·Onstruction 
nor on his subordinates. He was 
power less to prevent the waste of 
time or to quell the insubordination 
which was continuous and gene·ral. I 
am quite satisfied with the clerical 
work on those roads. Anticipating 
trouble with the payrolls ~ a con.se·
quence of arrangements which had 
to be hurriedly made for paying a 
large· body of· men; I sent one of my 
clerks to each line wh.o pre-audite,d 
all line payme:nts so that wh.en the 
paymaster mo·ved _ along the w·orks 
paying the men, he had with him a 

, . 
perfect payroll showing dedu·ctions 
for advances, etc., , and two P8'Yma.st
ers, Captain G. Byrne and 1Captain H. 

- McNeil. I cannot, however, speak in 
such s.atis.factory terms of the beha
viour of the men eniplo·yed on these 
rqads. I visited the Ba,dge·r line an.d 
I can speak as one having actual 
knowledge of the facts." 

I '\\'"ould like to explajin th,e system 
followed in selecting the men who 
went on the work. I hoped at first 
to be able to handle this myself, but 
found it impo,ssible. So th.e sele.ction 
for St. John's a,nd th.e Conce·ption 
Bay districts were managed by Major 
Butler and the Employment Bureau 
and an.y lists sent to, me from these 
districts were forwarded to him, and 
I have no doub;t he ·did his best to
war·d selecting the me·n. 'The plan 
fo~lowed in the other di·stricts was as 
follo,ws: A reliable man in ·each set
tlement wa1s S·elected, and the men 
ch1o·sen by him as .th.e most n·eedy were 
sent, according as we could mana.ge 
to employ the·m. 'The station agents 
we,re instructed to pass only the men 
who . were certified b·Y· th·e pe·rso·n 
authorized. to select the men and no 
others. This system worked well in 
the Northern districts and ve·ry few . 
we·nt who were not in need am..d cap-

able o·f work. The highe·st num.be·r 
employed on the two roads was abo.ut 
600·0 and I · am quite sure that an
other' thousa.nd applied. A few fish. 
ermen went fro·m 'Trinity district dur 
ing the latter st~ge of the work, be
ing compelled to do .this owing to the 
absolute failure of the early s.ummer 
fish·ery . 

I do not claim any credit fo1r what 
I did in conne,ction with thi1s . work. 
I got nothing out of it and didn't wan:t 
an.ything. I don't think that even 
members of the Opposition ~!though 

hinting at it several time,s, re·ally 

• 

. believed that I would attempt to ta.ke . 
any commissio·n on that wo,rk. al
tho,ugh I supervised placing all the 

• 

orders. In relaition to this matter I 
may mention an incident to sho,w how 
ea:sily I might have done· this. T'he 
orders for tobacco were pla.ced at the 
To·bacco Factory. Some time in Feb
ruary one of the hea.ds of thrut c ·o1m
pany called me up over the phone 
and informed me that an amount of 
over $410'0.0·0 was due as discount ron 
tobacco supplied and asked to whom 
the cheque should be made payable·. 
My reply wa.s: make it payable to the 
Public Works Department to be plac
ed to the credit of the Bad.ger ~na 

Deer Lake Road account. 
It wasn't mine and I didn'.t wa.nt it, 

afte,r all is said an.d done, while the 
• 

results in labor were fa.r belo1w what 
it should have been, yet on the whole 
I judge that about 30 or 40 per cent 
was given on. the Ba.dger and · Deer 
Lake roa.ds. 'On enquiring for ten· 
ders at a certa.in staJge last fall, the 
offers were from $10,0·00 to $13,000 per 
mile, which does n.ot make a ba.d show 
ing for Badger road a:fiter all. 

It is quite true that Colinet road 
was repa.ired for $6·0'0 pe.r mile, but 
the road bed was alr·eady there. 'The 
tools used were sent from Badger 
road, and no charge made for the·m 
only the condition that they w·ere to 
be returned. 'The survey of that 
road c·ost only ~·01ut $510'0.·00. I had 

' 
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made up my injnd to have that job 
done by contract, lo,ng b·efo,re Mr. 
Walsh s·u.gge.sted it, and if my mem
ory . serves me righ~t, l was !strongly 
persuaded eithe·r by him, or some 
other representative of that . district 
that it would be very difficult, if not 
impossible to hBj.Ve the work done in 
that way. However, the fact that · the 
contractor belonge·d to the localit} 
and 'kne,w his men, an.d w~s willing 
to employ those who were mo·st in 
need, made it comparatively e·asy to 
~rrange th.e. job by contract. I wish 
to state e1mphatically, itllrut in spite 
of all the charges. a,nd criticisms there 
was no scandal, in connectio·n with 
those roads, except on the part of 
many of the men refu·sing to work and 
exhibiting a lawless attitude to tho,se 
in cha.rge. T;he ' amount paid for la
bor on Bad.ger roa,d of over $300,00;0 
is a very good sho,wing. The me·n 
~nd their familie·s had the entire bene 
t1t of this. All the money spent went 
~nto the trade of the country, an,o. 
Ateveral tradesmen of this city wait .. 
~d on me, an.d th~nked me per·sonally 

;.order·s received at a critical time. 
None of the. gr~nts expe,nded was di
verted into the pockets o private in"-

'. dividuals who were not lawfully en~ 
titled to the same. T'he object of the· 
Government in sta.rtin.g this work, .was 
to give empl10,yment on so1me .thing 
that would be of public benefit and 

:prevent the· pauperisation O·f the men 
who were in need. I still belie.ve it 
was the proper cour·se to. pursue. - I 
ha1d the privilege ·of asking a gentle
man who lately retu.rned fro·m Scot-

. I 

land as to conditions over there, ann 
he stated that it was much · worse than 
here. Thousands of people were be
i11g fed with th.e Governm·ernt dole 
with the ;result that they had left <)ff 
work o'r trying to procure it, 1and the 
Government were being forced to cur . 
tail the a.Ilowan.ce, i11 order to force 

The one alternative they have offer
eq to present procedure is to scr~1' 

/ the Ra.ilway, scrap the public service, 
and this latest solution for the des
titute and unemployed by Sir M. P. 
Cashin, ls to "put them on meal .ana 
mola.sses," rund "squ.eese the,m out" a 
solution quite in keeping with ma.ny 
other of his characteristics, b1ut o,ne 
I hope this pre,sent Government will 
be able to avoid f.or m.any ye·ars to 
come. 

And· it .being past twelve of the 
clock, midnight, . 

Saturday, April 1st., 1922. 
ThP Chairman from the Comn1itfee 

that they had conside·red the m.atte·r to 
them referred, had maJde some pro-

• 

gress. a11d aske,d l·e·ave to sit a.gain on 
to-morrow. 

011 motion this Report was receiv
ed anc! ad·opted, and it was ordered that 

' 

the Committee h~ve leave to 1 sit 
agai11 on. to-m·orrow. 

The remaining Ord·~rs of the Day 
were def erred. 

It "pas moved and that 
when the House rises, it adjourn un.t.il 
Monrlay afternoon next at three of the 
clock. 

The H1ouse then adjourned a;ccord
. i11gI:r. 

MONDAY, April 3rd., 1922. 
The House met at thre·e of the clo·clt 

in tl1e afternoon~ pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

IION. MIN. OF PUBLI1C WORKS-
Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a Peti~ 
tlon fro·m the people of B·otwood -re
questing ·that the Mail Boat call at 
Botwood so als· to convey the ma.ii and 
freigl1t from No·rris' Ar~ to that place. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIST·ER tab
led a.nswe·r to Que·stio1n No. 1 Order 
Paper of Wedn·e,sday, March ·29th, a.sk
ed by Mr. Bennett. (A copy of 'vhich 
is herewith attached.) 

MR. McDONNIDLL asked . for a1n an-
them to lo,ok after themselves. 

It seems in vain to lo1ok , to the Op
position for one constructive idea. 

" swer to the q11estion on the Order Pa
ner of two or . three days a.go, re the 
Humber proposition. 

I 

• 
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NOTICE OF JU!OTIOltl. 
HON, T'HE PRIME MINIS·TE.tt to . 

move the House into Cornmittee of th.e 
Whol6 on Ways and Me:ans. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
beg to have that defe·r·r.ed. 

HON. T'HE PRil\'IE MINIS'TER-To 
ask leave to intr·odtice ac Bill to amend 
the Business Profits ·Tax Acts, · 1917· 
.., 0. 'l("J 
.l c/ .::.i • 

HON. 'TifE PRI~IE l\!IINISTE·R--I 
aslr leave to introduce ihe Bill. The 
Bill was then read the first tin1e. Vot ... 
ed and seconded that the Bill b~ reac. 
th.e Second time to-morrow. 

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS. 
MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the 

Prime l\'.linister in the albsence o·f Hon. 
.M'inister of Marine and Fisheries to 
table a. statement showing the amounts 
alloc~ted t'.o Bay de Ver·de district from 
March 1st 1921 to December 31st 1921; 
·giving name·s of pa:rtie·s to whom all 
allocations were made with amounts in 
each case. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
beg to table thiat a.nswer. 

.. 
MR. BENNE'TT asked th.e Ministe·r 

of Pu.blic Works to ta,ble a statement 
showir1g the total amount of spe·cial 
grants, othe·r tha,n local an.d main line, 
allocated 'the District o·f Bay de Verde 
from Ma~rc.h 1st to December 31st 1921 . 
together with names of parties tu 
whom the- allocations wer·e made witl1 
a.mol1nts in each ca.se. 

MIN. OF. PUBLI1C WORKS-I hope 
to have that info·rmation during th·e . 
coming wee·k. 

MR. BE'NNETT a1sked Hon. the Co· 
lonial Secreta.ry to inve·stigate the fol 
lowi11g an,d la.y report of same on the
ta.hie of the House:-
Dear Sir:-

A repo·rt is going around the {jtt} 
·' 

to-da~ that when Nu.rs.a l\1ifflen w~ 
very ill on Saturday night that Dr. 
Campbell c·ould n.ot be fo·und to a.t-
te·nd her at the Fever Ho:spital. I un 
derstand that he is p~id five dollars a 

. ' 
day to look after this Hos.pita! and 
that most of patients are tr·e,a.ted by 

him over the telephone·, I .also learn; 
that he pays only 10n·e visit a week to 
the Hospital. This i's a disgraceful 
conditio:n of affairs. in a civilized coun 
try 1 a d)T'ing nurse a.;t Governme·nt Hos
pital a.nd no Doctor to att~nd h.er. The 
writer will . be glad if you would havb 
this n1atte·r investigated and let the 
public know what ,is wro·ng with this 
institution. " 

Yours very truly, 
Nu~sing Siste·r. 

John R. Bennett, Esq., 
• 

Clty. 
H.ON. THE 1COL. S,E1CRETARY.-It 

' . 
is c,f the greatest regret to me th~t 
the Hon. Mr. Bennett should have his 
na.me conne·cted with an.onymou.s let
te:rs, there are too many of such let
ter writers around this town. As re-

• 

gards the anonymou·s question there is 
not ·the remotest foundation or truth 
for it whateve·r. 

On the night in questio·n D·r. Ale·c. 
C~mIJ bell was atte·nding a Par'ty meet 
ing on the que.stion of the Estimate·b 
from 8 p.m. till midnight. Dr. Ca;mp·
bell was 'ph.oned and I answered the 
telephone, he prescribed for he·r, aild 
gave all the direction.s nec.es:sary, and 
i't was impossible for anyth.ing more to 
.be do·ne to save the life of Nurse 1Mit· 

I 

ft.en,. I have great re·gr·et that such a 
charge sh,ould have been made· be
cause it is an aJbso1ute libel 011 the pro 
fe·ssional reputation of a Doctor of 
such a standing in the 1Community as 
Dr . ... ~. 1Ca.mp bell . 

MR. BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, l 
tl1ink the very ,fact of my tabling this 
letter is evidence of my ow11 good 
faith in the matter. It · is quite true, 
as the Prime l\'finister stated, that 
many a.nonymous lette s are received. 
I have received many that I have im
mediately thrown into the waste
paper basket, but this letter deals 
with a matter of such extraordinary 
importance and of such a serioY.s nat
ure that I thought the matter of suf
ficient significarrce to be b·r'ought to 
public notice so that the public would 
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kn.ow the truth of the whole matter. 
• 

That was my wh.ole object, and .r . 
thought it . w·as my duty to take the 
most direct aJJ.d influential steps to 
have the matter taken up seriously. I 
have no doubt that the Doctor had 
good reason for not attending at the 
Hospital when called. He has many 
duties to perform. He has an imp,ort
ant department to attend to. He has 
party duties and professional duties, 

· and I think· that he should not be re
quired to attend to such an tmport
a.nt duty as the Hospita.l, especially 
when his personal attention is some
times of the greatest' importance. I 
sought to take the most direct means 
to have the matter probed, and I 
wanted it to lJe lrnown that I didn't 
care whether I pleased or displeased. 
I want to reiterate that I tabled the 
question in the best of faith, and l j 

had no motive of injuring the cha:"ac-· 
ter or reputation of Dr. Campbell. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER: Mr. Spe·aker, if I may be par ... 
doned I would poi1it out this regard
in·g this .question. The questio11 is 
asked here in the House, . it appears 
011 the order p·aper, and it is printed 
in th.e O·p.position pre·ss. It 1c:ontains a 

\ la-Fge number of insinuations. The an ... 
swer does not appear on the . Order 
Paper, and is not printed in the Oppo
sitio1n press.. T'he result is that there 
is an irre:rla.rable injury to the person 
in question, occause the people 'vho 
_[lublish the attack overlook the reply. 

MR. BENNETT: If th.e reply ts 
tabled I will use my in.:fluence to have 
it published. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: I 
kne,w that is just what the honourable 
member would :io. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Min
ister of Posts. and T~legrap,hs: 

(a) .BY whose authority an incr·ease 
of $100,000 for subsidies to the Reid 
\Newfoundland Company for its steam--
1 

'er services was authorized; 
(b) the reason such increased sub-

• 

sidies were given; the steamers that 
\ 

participated in the same and the 
'amount each received; 

( c) did these subsidies, as - sug .. 
gested by the Auditor-General in his 
sp·ecial Rep.ort under Section 33 (o) 

with the Audit Act, involve the pr'in .. 
'piple that the Colony may be helq li
able to p·ay this amount in future 
~ears; and 

( d) was the legal op1inion of the 
1\iiinister of Justice, ·or of his Depart
hient as to the Colony's ·1iability as

. certained before these increased sub
sidie·s were given. 

HON. MINISTE:R ·OF POSTS AND 
'rEIJEGRAPHS: I will try and have 
the reply ready tomorrow. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Prime 
Minister'· in the absence of the Hon. 
Minister of Agriculture and Mines, 
if any sale has yet be.e·n made of the 
p·it props cut on GovJrnment ac .. 
count last Winter, and if so to whom, 
'and to table all the correspondence 
' 

in relation thereto an.d if not what is 
I 

the cause of the delay in inakjng such 
a11 , arrangement; what is the total 
number C)f plt props on hand now 
hnd the total amount sold an.d pa.id 
for. 

THE HON. THE PU,IME MINIS
.TER: ' Mr. Spealrer, I have here the 
information for 1921-22. I have no in ... 
formation with respect to the p.revioua 
year. When I get the information I 
will hanci . it to my h.onorable friend. 

SIR M .. P. CASHIN asked Hon. tl1e 
Prime M,inister, in tl1e absence of tl1e 
I-Ion. Minis_;~·r lof Finance an.d Cus- 1 

toms, for wh.at purpose was the tern .. 
porary Loan ·of a m.illion and a halt 
dollars obtained from. the Bank of 
lVIontreal, on what date it was ob
tained, and for what · p·eriod was it 

, current; what rate of interest w·as 
\paid on it, and to what purp1oses has 
' 

it been or will it be ap1pllect. 
THE HON. T·HE PRIME MINIS

\'l,ER: Mr. Spea:ker, I beg to table 
the inf ornia.tion. 

' 
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SIR M P CASHIN k d Hon the resolved itself into a C'ommittee of ~h,e . . as e . , 
Prime Minister if his attentl.on has Whole to consider the Loan Resoiu 
been called to the p~aragrap,h in the tions. 
Auditor General's Report whe,rein he Mr. Spea,ker left the 1Ch,air. 
igives a statem.ent of the financial po- ivir. Hibbs took the Cha.ir of Com-. . 

sition of the Rail way Commissione-rs mittee. 
up to the 31st of December, 1921, and MR. HIGGINS~Mr. 'C·hairman. It is 

• 

to say whetl1er or not tl1e Rail,vay not iny intention now to make any 
Commission went out of existe1nce on lengthy observations, as I have al· 
the 30th of June last as provided by ready taken part in this deb~te and 
the Act passed the· previou.s ye,ar; if .e,xpresse<l: my vie,w:s . 1on the subje,ct 
not under what authority did the Rall- matter now ,before the \House. ~ want 
way Comm.ission continue control up, to repe,at, in 1C1as,e there be any 1nisun-
to the 31st of December the past year; derstanding as to the state~ment ~ made -is the Railroad Commission still in .: on the l~st oc.casion, and because of 
.contr.ol and if GO to what extent, "ho the spirit in which the Prime Minister 

1 were the first members of the Rail- has spoken, deliberately, namely, that 
road Commission, and if any new with the country being run as it is at 
members have been appointed who present we ,are not fit, in my judg-
are they and whose places did they 1nent, to have Responsible Governme.nt 
fill; what is meant by an iten1 in the T'he p·Oint I want to make now is, that 
accounts of the Railroad Commission the Prime Minister hims.elf h.as just 
of a, sum of $598,000 app·arently due to rese·nted it in the course of his, lo,ng 
the Reid Newfoundland _Comp,any, and spee,ch. What is wanted here is a 
to give details of tne items ma.king , whole-souled energetic eff,ort to do 

' 
UJ) this amount. something, but that is, exactly what the 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS- Govcr.nment is not doing. 
1

The Prime 
Ministe·r knows and all you member~ '!,ER tabled the reply. 
of the Gove·rnment know that you ,can-

TJ-IE HON. THE PRIMJE MINIS- .. t t t 14- t · d no, ge or expe'c. il.,o g-e incre~se tax. 
'TER tabled reply to quest1"on No. l, ation with the · same numbe1r of peo .. 
l\Iarch 31st. ple in the' ,country that we· have had 

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF for years past. We have- got to reach 
JUSTICE gave notice of a Bill. the stage that we cannot get any mon 

THE HiON. THE P~IME MINIS- additional revenue out of the peo·ple 
TER tabled reply to question No. 3, whose · earning powe1r has de·cre,ased 
March 31st. 1very considerably. T1herefo1re·, 1Mr. 

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice ot Chairman, I reiter'ate the point I ma1de 
Question. 

Pl1rsua;nt to notice and leave grant 
: ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime 

Minister, th.e Bill entitled "An T'ct to 
~Amend the Bu,siness Pro,fits TaDC Acts. 
1917-1920" was introduced and read &. 

first time, and it was. ordered that it 
'be read a se,cond time o,n itoi-mo.rrow. 

Ho11. the Ministe·r of ,Justice g'ave no 
ti.ce tl1at on to-morrow he wo1uld a.sk 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the 
J...ia w relating t 10 District C:ourts. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 

the other da.y, the Government is not 
exercis.ing the functio·ns ,of a Gove·r11-
men t "The!). it comes here a,nd makes 
no· attempt whatever to seriously re...
duce their e·xpenditure. T'he s,ugges 
tion to-day of voting ten millions· of 
dollars t,o cover expenditure means 
tha;t we are voting dollar for dollaF 
with what we did twelve, months ago, 
and it means th.at be,ginning on the 
first of July next we are going to e,m
bark upon an expenditure that the 
countr~r cannot a.fford. What should 
be, done is for the G·overnment to come 
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· . down and tell ihe people straight tha" were· last ye·ar saying that the me1n of 
you cannot reduce your e·xpenditur-.. the Opposition were saying things that 
a,11d that you cannot reduce· itheir bUJ> were bad about the Government a.pd 
dens anything! The Go·vernment is that everythin.g was lo~ely and the 
not n1eeting that obligation and the goose hung high; but no1w ;th.at they 
best proof ,of that is the attitude of the are beginning to fe·el the pinch, as a 
.Pri11te Minister here th.is eve.ning. It result of the·ir faultless gove·rnment, 
is all very well for t.he Prime· Minister their tune is1 c.hang·ed and they begin 
to s11ggest that the helpless plight of to be'301ne alarmed. 
the Government 31nd their inability to Then we have the fancied sugge·s
do sornething may be attrib·uted to the tion that Opposition is trying to get 
policy of the Opposition. What has in the ·Go,vernment. The s.u.gge1stion is 
the Oi;:,position had to d·o for the pa.st alright so far a.s .speakin,g ,at a public 
two a.11d a half ye·ars with the bung- meeting is conce·rned, b·ut thanks be 

·1ling and blun:dering in connection to God there are those of us here whv 
:. with the railway, the pr,ogramme do not have to be in the Gov'ernment 
which the c.ountry returned YOU to to earn o,ur living. F1or that · matter 
power on. Your programme. was tv it is very mu.ch bette.r for . one to ·be 
,put the Reids in their place:s .and to· see outside the Government and get the 
that this railway problem was to be naJme of being able to earn a living 
grappled with 84lld properly handled, rather than have the re1putation -for 
and operated. What happ~ned? Five indiffere.n,ce that so1m.e memb·ers of the , 
millions o·f dollars is gone for the GovErnme,nt have got. Personally, I 

Ji • 

fancy expedition that W81S embarked would rather work on a meal .a day 
:upon ,b_y the :Go·vernment. Nothing w.a.s outside than suffe·r the· ~omme.n~s th~t 
done for the fir.st two years and now are :rriade on some members of. the G·o1v 
'?.:;he House is in session wit,h o·nly a erriment for their negle:ct, indifference 
:~ouple of months mor~ to go when a.n- and in·cap.acity. Your record as a 
other year will h·ave expired and still Government is that of a ·Crowd of men 

· there is no railway policy before the who sit by kn:O·Win.g a~ well as the-
co·untry. Is· the Opposition respuu · Prime Minister and I know · that 
,sible fo·r doing nothing ~bout the ra11· . things ought to· be cut. Then th.ey 
~ay? Wais i't part ·of their duty to say they are an ene·rgetic bunc.h be
earry out your programme? ~ the . cause they added 'twelve men to the 
ppposition responsible fo·r the thous- police force. The Prill\e M.inister gets 
a.nd and one scandals talked. ab,out . ·up and speaks for hours ab·out the 
here, Is the Opposition re·s:ponsible 'stateme:nt ma.de regarding salar:ie·s 
for tl1e fish and !s1a.lt episodes and al1 paid outpo·rt memb·ers. It is n.ot . a 
the rest of th.e stuff that was .criticis- · quest.ion to-day which side o·f the 
ed he·re? Is the Oppositio·n re·s.pon~ Hous·e 0 .utport me.mb·er·s are sitting 
sible for the act of those m.embers of· · on or as to_ whether the.y re1ceived ·a 
the Government who are able to, ma.ke dollar extr·a; but th.e .c,old pr·o.position 
a huge expenditu.re of public monies a was this, that last ye:ar the sessional 
~fort11ight b·e·fore lthe E·xe·cutive .coun · indemnity wa.s· put up, not to an am
·cil gi,Tes 'them .authority and the 'cou.n- ·ount th.a.t .g:hould compe:nsate _a man 
try lose a half million dollars as hi for sp·ending his time here, but it was 
result? A somewhat singular feature increase·d three· or four :time,s !gre·ater 
of the situation to-day is · that the :·thar1 was ever paid here in th.e his
same people who are alarme·d were,. torv of the co·untry. We '.d.is:cussed at .. 
twel,re months ago,- singing rumen to ·the \ime the inadvis·ability of this m.e-

• I 

the prayer of the Government. ·C·er- t:Q.od on ,the one hand an.d the cutting 
tain l•usinesis men on Water Street of civil ·S"ervants pay on th·e· other. 

' 
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Not alo·ne wa,s nothing d·on.e re,gardin.g 
· the cutting of s ·. ·nal inde,mnity of 
$1,000, but after this Hou.se close'.d 
las,t year each and every outport re·
presentative was fu.rther ind.emnified 
by the Gov~rnment to the tune. of 
$250. Is. that conduct calculated to 
inspire confidence, in ;the ·Government? 
Have the . attacks. of the Op,position . 
made you do that? Or h:ave the at--ta;cks of the Opp,osition made you do 
n·othing resp·ecting your ·T'ariff Re
form? 'Two years have passed and 
yo·u J1a ve done nothing in this regard. 
Surely you have not .be:en so bu,s;y. 
Then again the Prime Ministe,r. en
de~¥ours to sugge·st that the attitude 
of the Opposition .has . bee1n the atti'.'" 

• tude O·f preaching blue ruin for the 
purpose of stopping · the·m from gett
ing Loans. What a rid.iculo·us · su,g
gestion. Such talk is unworthy of 

· the Le,a.der of this Hou,s'e'. We a.re 
voting for this present Loan be·ca use 
we have to vote for it · and. you men 

. opposite kn.ow in your own c:onscien.
c·es th~t that mo,ney h.as alre:ady b1ee1n 
spe·nt and that the amount could not 
h*ve b,e,en made less than it is. yve 
got to ·vote · for it, althou.gh it is1 done 

. . . 
almost entirely on Executive respon-
sibility. And this Lo1an as well as the 
last six million do,ll~r loan was 
brought about by th.e mad expedition 
of the th.eorist. Does any ma.n say 
tha.t the Argen·ti.a Bran.ch wa.s n.ecess
ary in these times · n.ot to spe,ak of 
your Road de Luxe·, B·o,nn.e Bay Road 

' , 

and other. wild .cat scheme's. Wa.s it 
sound and s.an.e busin.ess· to· tackle 
the Argentia Branch at all or. sound 
bus1ine1ss to raise the p1olic'e for,ce and 
to put on Qther unne,cessa::ry frills that 
I ·have already sp.oken about he1re. 

• 
And then the Prime; Ministe,r to su,g-
gest seriously th3Jt the attitude of the 
Opposition was one of, en,d·eavouring 
to stop the Gove·r·nment in the r·ais.
ing of · loans. The suggestion .is too 
ridiculous and too absurd to a\IlSWe,r. 
• 

Let me show .the Prime Ministe1r now 

how the Opposition helped the Gov-

e·rn·ment in this Loan. La.st yea.r the 
Governme1nt prop·osed to fio·at a four 
million dollar lo·an and it was th.e Op
position who sugges.te,d first that it 

I 

be raised to 6 millions :arn_d we point-
ed out the reas·ons why this amount · 
would be required. Wa.s th.at trying 
to stop the Governm.e·nt from raising 
loans? Have ithe attacks and critic- ,, 
is.ms of 'the 10pposition\,_tncre·ased this 
rountry's debt by fifteein_ millions or 
dollars within the P·~srt two· a11d half 
ye.a.rs? Th:e Prime Minist has said 
that any :two and a half ye·ar old boy, 
can sto1p things from b·eing do·ne. I 
accept · that st~tement as b,e1ing "crit
icall~" corre,ct," as regards the · present 
Gove·rnm ent. I want to s1aY to th'e 
Prime Minister that I do n1ot say th.at 
the country's affairs can.not be straig·h 
tened. up, but you will want something 
stronger and more su.bsta.ntial than a 
two an.d a balf yea.r old ,child to pick 
he·r up now and you will want more· 
than the indifferent and incapable 
crowd that you got b•e!hin.d you to pick 

. 

her up, because after wa;ting since 
last se·ssion the me·filb,ers ·of the Gov
ernme·nt walks in this se,ssion and 

' voites the same . ·Old votes, sings the 
same old joyful S'.on,g, we g.ot our s.es
s'io·n.al pay of $1,0·00 and adds that it 
is a great pity that the sie.ssion is go
ing to be shorter than what it was 
last ye·ar, otherwise we· would get an 
extra $250. Every me1mbe1r · opposite 

.-knows in his he·art that we ought not 
come down ·this year a1nd vote estim
a.te1s· as big a,s: they we1re la.st yea.r. 
Tho!se of us who are n.ot criticising 
or abusing you are only votin,g for 
t.he e·stimates from a moral sta.ndpoint 
rus, unfortuna.tely, the country got to 
meet he·r bills wh.en due . 

I want to again rep.eat to the Prime 
Minister .that it was not a flippant re
. mark I mad·e the -other day when I 
t3aid that ~t prese·nt we were not fit 

• 

·to ha,ve Responsible Gove1rnment. I 
say seri,ously if things are going to 
continue as they are going, well th,en 
fwe ha.ve re·ache·d· th~ stage when we 
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should be denie·d the freedom of Re
sponsi.ble Government. ·T'here are 
th.ose of usr he1re who belong to a type 
'vho do not want ·a. ·Crown ,c ·olony and 
who c·o,me from a ra,ce who u.suallJ 
look for self-determ.in.ation., but, al-

• 
though having such a line ·of thought,. 
we have to admit-an.d its hard to ad
mit such-that it would be· muc.h bet- · 
t.e·r for us to ask some one else to 
come in and run u,s, if we h.ave not 
the courage to tackle the ·c.utting down 
of Government expe·nditur·e. We 
should have the courage to make up 
our minds and· not vote the same ex-. 
penditure for the ruining of the pub-
lic se,rvice · as was vote·d la.st year. 
Then if we have not ,got the courage 
it is just a·s· well for members of both 
the Government and O·p,po1s1ition side 
to make up their m.inds. that we are 
not fit to have .the right to govern 
ourselve,s. 

twee·n McGrath and the Opposition. 
McGrath is the one lajY ma.n who ·was 
given ove·r .the tas1k b·Y this Govern
ment of looking afte1r the L·abrad.or 
B,o·und.ary q u:estion. And still we have 
th.e Prime Minister calling this Jnan 
Mc·Gr·ath an abominable as:siassin be ... 
ca.use of his writings .against the 1Gov 
e·rnment. In .the li.ght of what has 
transpired why all this fancified d·is
play about M·cGr·ath, if the Prime Min 
ister . was seriou,s1? If I had the same 
opinion .about McGrath a.s .the Prime 
Minister said he had, I would not al
low him in my b:ac.kya.rd let alo1ne 
give him the bounda,'I'y of this coun
try t.o · be re:s1ponsible for and th.en 
pay him well for it. We do not he,ar • 
a word about Mc·Grath and others like 
him exce·pt wh.en it is convenient to 
explo(it ,him as' an agent of the Op·
po.siitio·n. I wa.nt the Prime Ministe) 
to understand distin:ctly right here 
. and now thalt the·re ne1ver was. a party , 
in this House who h.ave less to do 
with ne·ws1papers than this i>·r·e·sent Qp 
position party. We are not working 
overtime to try an.d land M.cGr·ath or 
any others of his line·, h:owever emin
ent ,the.ir journalistic abilities. may be, 

' . 

n'or a?.'e we trying to form any com-
bination to de:fe:at the prese·nt IGover·n 
ment. We are sittin,g back patie·ntly 
and calmly with th.is conso1ling thought 
that it do.es not require a.ny 0 1rganiza
'tions to def'eat the ·Gove1rnment. We 

I 

T'he great trouble ab.out the Prime 
Minister ·is this). Invairi.ably he plays · 
the role o·f the martyr, 1 .te,lls of th.t:J 
slanderous criticism.s of the Oppo,si· 
tion whlch are so p·ersonaily offensive 
to him and to he,ar him talk some·
times one would imagine that the 
members of the Oppo·sition s'ide were· 
conspirin.g· to b·eh.ead him. I ~ear that 
so·n1·e of us are struck on ourselves 
and th.ink that we a.re mo·re ·import
a.nt in this Chamber .than we really 
are. Let me make myself personally 
clear to the Prime Ministe,r. There will meet. a.gain and 'when that time 
is no gre·at desire on the p.art of the arrive·s n.one of you will ever come 
Opposition to a.sisassinate or unduly ~ack, even with the help of the illus
sland.er th.e Prim.e Minister. Every trious gentlem.an who is in charge of 
time an Opp·osition me·mber laughs the L·abrador Boundary que.sitfon or 
or l,o·oks at the P'rime Ministe·r, who, eve·n with su,ch a fan.c.iful trapping 
as Sir Mi,chael ,Cashin said, is nior'e such as a Manifesto that inean.s noth
easiily starte·d tha;n Mr. Jennings, he ing but tl}e clever covering up of the 
goes to wing and the first, thing . he English language,, be1c.ause all we got 
trots out is ~n attack on McGrath, to say to the country to be return1e·d 
the fie,ndish Agent of th.e O·ppo·sition, . to power is tha.t we be,Jon.g to a cr·owd 
as be h·as so often termed him. 1 that opposed · the Gove,rnment that 
~ant t,0 say, Mr. ,Chairman, th:a~ ther·e 'vas in office from the year 1919 to . 
is more alliance betwe·en .the Prime 1923· . 
Ministe,r and McGr·ath. the·n there is 
betwe·en McGrath and myself or be-

The desire of the Opposition in 
"·oting for this Loan is that the Gov-

, 
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ernment will make up its mincl to 
cut at least two n1illion off the Esti
n1ates for this year-that is the spir
it of our criticism, for w,e realiza 
that drastic language and talk of 
Blu~ Ruin shot1ld be left to the pub
lic and p·olitical platform. 

SIR MIC;HAE.L CASHIN~I have 
here, Mr. Chairman a paper, the 
'.Evening Advocate of October, 1917. It 
conta.in,s an important article dealing 
v1ith the department of l\l[a1·in.e and 
Fisheries which was read. by Mr. 
Coaker to the F .P.U. Delegates at the 
Convention. He says~''the Depart
ment of Marine and Fisheries is simp
l:y" something in name. It is a depart
ment for packing lobsters and canning 

' 

salmon. We have no p·rinie depart-
ment for the staple fis;hery and in

' .dustry of this country and it is _our 
· bounden dt1ty to see that it is re-:or
ganised along sound basis and prin
ciples, and we intend to do it. I have 
nl)t one word to speak in favour of the 
lviarine a.nd ·Fisheries Dep,artment." 
and see. the changes he h~ts made. Go 
down to-morrow morning and have a - . 

loolr a.t it: but don't go down too 
early because it won't be open; go 
down between twelve and one p.m. 
that is the best time to catch · them. 
The man who is sup.posed to be in 
bharge is away. The whole depart-· 
ment is m.ore like an Irish Wake than 

, a Fishery department. the department 
of our prime industry. All you will 
find down there is a crowd of old men 
v1ith long pipes sitting on desks ta.lk
i11g-. Take . Coaker out of it, he is no 
good there. Put Mr. Cave .down there 
a.nd let him take the Shioping Depart
ment down with him. He is the best 
·ma.n you got. Coaker has 

1
not been 

th.ere since this House closed last 
vea,r. and vet vott P-et un and talre one 
~. nil a, half hour.s trvin!i!' to exnlain it 
R.w~.v. The nosition of the e-overnment 

' 

a,t the oresent time , is intolerable. It 

is nothing but scandals; Roads, Pit

props, St1gar ancl Salt scandals. Why 

not bring in the Loan and call it a 
scandal too, because it is. We are not 
trying to knock the country we are 
trying to knock you. You are in a 
pretty bad way now. Why I w·ould 
not be in yo·ur position to-day for all 
the money in the Bank of Montreal. 
There is only one t11ing for it as '\"\ras 
told you by Mr. Hig_gins this evening, 
either a Crown Colony or c .onfedef a.
tion. You are no fool, b11t the crd\ivd 
you have over there with )"OU and be
hind you are fools. Why . you have 
pe.ople over there with yo11 who are 
getting $5,000.00 per yea,r. and giving 
nothing to tl1e country in return for 
it. .You11g rnen too, ~. nj they ot1ght to 
be asl1a,1~1eti of tl1e1n3(~ ive:-:;, if thP~~ 

rt.re n.ot as11amed of themselves ~re ai1<i 
i tl.c wht)Ie country ~tre, a nfl ~.ick of 
them too. You wi~n vou1~ four an(l a • 

11 tl 1r1 !lion dollard ~1<~bt in a <"~<)11 p10 

<•f ··ei• r~ the mu Jt r:f 'v11icl1 ~· : lH J• 1 i 11 
. ' 

to a Corporation wl1ich you Cl)ntinu-
a.lly abused before you came in here, 
and whe·n you got in you pt1t your 
arms around their necks and handed 
them over two a,nd a half million dol
lftrs. I don't want a job in the gov
ernme·nt, I would not have the Gov
ernment for any money as it stands 
to-day. I don't wartt anything from 
you. 

The man who is Editor of this pa
per I have been re·ading from, the 
man who has b~en handin9 out. this · 
kind of stuff to the people~ the kind 
of stuff this rag always contains, is 
just waiting for , a job from you, in 
fa.ct we are told that this is the mar1 
who has been slated for the appoi11t
ment as Governor of tha Penitentiary 
when Mr.· Parsons is p·ensioned as we 

' 
are informed he \Vill be in the· near 
future. Now do you realize the kind 
of men or barnacles you have be·hind 
you? 

Mr. Cheeseman, you went up on the 
West Coast last year to talk fishery 

• 



• 

I 

-

200 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

C~o-operation and tried to bluff the 
people again; together w'ith the help 
of this rag. But yo11 did not go to 
Feftyland or send this paper there 
did you? The party who are editing 
this p·aper are a real crowd of Shy
Loc'ks. They are like barnacles, they . 
cling on and sticlr there. Mr. Pri1ne 
l\finister, put your ship on doclr and 
scrape them off, )rour ship is sinking 
with them, she is rotten. __. 

What are you going to do? You 
cannot go out and get another Loan 
to pay your deficit, why your intere·st 
Bill alone to-day is over two and a. 
half million dollars. If the price of 
fish is $6.00 or even $7.00 tl1is year 
ancl the total catch is one and a half 
million quintals,--and that will be a 
ve~y large catch,-that will not give 
it you; then whe1re are you going to 
get it? You are rushing headlong into 
bankruptcy. You got up to reply to 
me on Friday night, but you did not 
answer me, you only dealt with the 
Auditor-General's rep·ort and state
ments, you did not reduce the fat sal
aries of your gang as you intended 
a.11d said you '· w·ould in this House last 
year. Y·OU said on the floors of this 
House last session that the Sessional 
pay would be reduced to $750.00 but 
your hangers..:on cried out a.gainst 
)rou, and instead of reducing their sal
aries you added another $250.00 to 
them, and in some cases probably an-
other $1,000.00. 

l\IR. FOX-Mr. Chairman, the mo ... 
lion · has not been put, and I am go .. 
ing to show why. I object to the man
ner in which an attempt is being made 
to force the Resolutions through com
mittee under cover of a mumbled for
mula that nobody heard, and the ef
fect a11d meaning of which even you 
a.pparently do not understand, because 
if you did you wc>uld realize that it 
embodies a motion which has to be 
formally proposed, seconded an.d put 
to ·the committee for acceptance or re
jection. It is not competent for you 

to propose, second and carry the mo
tion of your volition without · allow
ing the committee to have some voice 
i11 the matter. 

A.s I said the other\ night, I am not 

going to vote for the resolutions. I do 
not want to delay this House, but I 
get up to protest against the wasteful 
expenditure of public money, protest 
against scandal, against the wasteful 
and wilful squandering since you 
trJok office under false pretences. We 

. have Water Street in a disgraceful 
slumber to-day because of you. They 
are to-day holding public meetings in 
protest, these· are the men who took 
off their coats against ·the Cashin ad-
.ministration in 1919, and to-day they 

' 

are taking off their coats against you; 
and my prayer is that they succeed. l 
sr)oke to three men I met casually 
to-day, one was a Doctor, ·the· second 
a gentleman of high standing, and 
the third a merchant, all or whom sup 
ported you i11 the last election. They 
are all going out of the country be
cause of the enormous taxes and · bur
dens imposed upon them through 
your wilful squanderings siJ?-ce you 
took over the government. The third 
man who' had his sons at college in 
Great Britain, told me that he wrote 
them and told them not · to come back 
because there are no chances for a 
young man in Newfoundland. If you 
had to go b·efore a Jury rto-night you 
would never get an acquital. Your 
statements have been made in spite 
of all protests and in spite ,of the 
fact l;>eing pointed out that bankrupt
cy ·would surely . follow. )'"ou did the 
'vhole thing without any thought or 
due economy, and you have ruined 
this country. If this government had 
practised economy there would have 
been no need of this loan. Newfound
land with a fifty seven million de·bt 
cannot stand it. With an expenditure 

' . 

nf twelve millions over its revenue in 
two years and a certain four · millions 
more. God help you and the coun-
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try. This country has bee11:1 prostrat
ed by a crowd of incompetents, you 

' are going on to ruin that is the end 
for Newfoundland. Wha.t else can hap 
pen? W'ith the interest on our loans 
two and a h·alf 1nillion dollars, when 
every man has to give back 65 cents 
out of every dollar he earns to the 
government. And yet in spite of ev
eryth.ing YOti have the gall to come 
down here and ask us to admit that 

" 
the expenditure · )rou 
was right w~en it 
wrong an.d false. 

made last year 
was absolutely 

In BO far as the ap·propriation.s 
"\Vhich exhausted the Loan according 
to the particulars furnished by the 
Prime Tu1i11ister a few days ago, cov
er the expenditures which in the 
rr1ain should never have been under
taken, which were wantonly wasteful . 
and extravagant almost criminally so 
in view of the financial distress ot 
the country, and which were made in 
tl1e fact of protests, warnings 3\nd 
appeals, through press, pulpit, and 
platfor1n. T personally d0 not propose 
to support th·em or even acknowledge 
them. If this government had made 
even an attempt at economy, had ex
ercised the slightest care over pub
lic expenditure, had paid any atten
tion whatever to the ordina.ry rudi
ments of proper · a.dministration, tl1is 
loan would not have been necessary. 
When every other country in the 
world was entering ·upon a policy of 

• I rigorous economy and retrenchment, 
the Government of Newfoundland was 
in an orgy of extravagancy inaugl1r
ating services of 110 value to the coun 
try at the cost of h11ndreds of thous
ands of dollars, incr·easing taxation, 
p-iling 11p public expenditures, i11eet
i11g deficits by loan.s · which they 
squander·ed right a.nd left with n1) 
tl1ought for the future and no thought 
of the crying ne.eds of a distressed 
people. And we a.re now· to be asked 
to grant this Government an ind em .... 
nity for their unwarranted expendi-

tures and wilful extravagances, to 0. 
I{. accounts which they should neve:r 
ha.ve contracted, to vote moneJ' for 
services and works upon which they 
should never have embarked, in a 
word to condone what they have done 
and to excuse the offences they have 
committed against our common coun 
try. 

Mr. Chairman, I can go down the 
Shore to-night and find hundreds of 
rt1en who, attempted to get relief but 
were refuse·d. ·If you visited m .y 

district to-night )rou would find hun
dreds .of homes the occupants of 

' which are starving. They have ap-
plied for relief work and been refus
ed. And when we realize that· some 
$700,000 has been spent about the 
Badger and Bonne Bay roads, and 
realize 'vhat the Badger road i.s, we 
can come to only one concl UR ion and 

' 
that is, that you have been catering 
to your own districts. But it i~ a 'ri
cious principle to try to palliate ex
(travaganceB. If ~tou people were 
starving you should have assisted 
them alright, but you should have set 
t11em at permanent work, that would 
be of benefit to Newfoundland. That 
task however was too much for you-. , 

you regarded it . as too much of a men-
tal effort. Could you not thin1r, Sir, 
of any more valuable work for the un
e1nployed of the city than snow shov
elling-was it carrying out your po
licy to Newfoundland to shovel a way 
$15,0·00 a week through the sewers. It 
would be just as well to have talren 
that money out i11 the harbor and 
throw it overboard. You we.re not 
getting value for it or even giving re
lief, but you were pauperizing and 
de1noralizing the people because ev
ery cent ·spent in unremunerative 
work is a demoraJizer of the people 
on that work. And only future gen
era.tions will show the effects which 
nlust naturally follow in the trail of 
your programn1e. Look at the hun.
dreds of dollars spent on relief last 
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year, and the statement of the Hoh. 
Prime Minister, particularly as it 
applies to my constituents. I remem 
ber that the Minister of Works stat
ed last ye.ar that of the 6 ,000 men en
gaed on th.e roads we had a la,rge 
number. It is a deliberate falsehood 
to say that St. John's got its just 
share. But for this Government to 
get up and admit that thousands were 

/ 

wasted with no1 commensurate return, 
and then· to state that if w·e did get 
returns it would only b~ a11 1nctdent 
-is totally un.warranted. . If I were 
mana.ger of a Water Street concern 
and went and spent hundreds of thou
sands of dollars a11d when asked by 
my principals to a.ccount for my con
duct, said I had to do it to keep the 
e1nployees quiet, but I did not get 20 
per cent. returns, what would they 
say. 
you 

You are in the same position-
are only safeguar\tlng the peo~ 

' 

pie's money. A.nd when you patnp

ered yout pet districts and built a 
needless road in Twillingate but re ... 
fused to give one-tenth of the same 
amount ·-to another district, n1ust we 
not assume that it was spent, not 
\Vith the idea of the general good, but 
with the intention of helping a dis
trict that would support you. No'W' 
take the case of England--if the situ
ation therft were the same as here and 
the United Kingdom were in the same 
impoverished con di ti on as N ewfcund
land, would Pre1nier Lloyd-George 
throw thousands of pounds a way. 
Don't you thin'k he and hts govern
ment would draw up some concrete 
relief plan for which there 'Yould be 
returns. It is not a difficult prob
lem to think of a plan tllat woul<l 
give returns and be of benefit to the 
colony. But you only succeeded i'n 
c1emoralizing and pauperising the peo 
ple and in doing them no good. And 
then aga.in how have these monies 

been watched. Allowing that you 11ad 

to give them ~way a.nd could get no 

returns, what care was taken even 

under that syste1n that the Colony 
would not be swindled. No attempt 
whatever was made a.nd we know that 
hundreds of dollars were swindled 
and the only satisfaction we get is 
the Minister of Works shrugs hls 
shoulders and says it is only an in
cident of the work. The idea of the 
Ministe,r saying you spent the money 
and that is all we could expect. For 

, the first reason therefore tbat tbts 
\ 

loan 1'is unnecessary in that the expen-
ditures under it were extravagant and 
'\Vastefully made a11d 'Nithout due au
tl1ority. I r~fuse to acknowledge and 

I 

that is iny first reason for voting 
against it. And that it was made on 
consent of the Governor-in-Council I 
resent as an invasion of the privileges 
of this House. I repudiate what bas 
bee.n done and I do this as m)r public 
protest against the invasion of the 
privileges of this Chamber. Everyone 
who has studied constitutional poli
tics knows that the only one author
ized to spend monies is this House, 
and the Governor-in-Council cannot 
take upon itself to sp.end money that 

. has not been · voted by this House and 
every time it does such is tantamount 
to, a direct insult to our constitutio:p.. 
Look what hap·pened last year. We 
all remember that in 1920 a hailf mil
lion was taken from the Treasury on 
authority of the Governor-in-Council 
·- forced from the Council by the all
powerful cabinet minister-$500,000 
taken out of the pockets of the starv
ihg people. That was like the $350,-
000 for the Badger Road w.hich went 
to the north and not to1 the people of 
St. John's·. A: half million went t,o '.buy . 
fisl1 from the constituents of the .man 
who is the autocrat of the Colony. A 
ba.re-facAd . attempt to excuse it w·as 
anade under the Audit Act, and when 
we see from the A11ditor-General's 
re.P·Ort that it should not have been 

allowed, why did he tolerate it when 

he kne·w i-t 
1 
was not favoured by this 

House-·a half n1ill1on talren to bo1 ster 
' 

) 

• 
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up the political fortunes of the auto
crat of Ncwfo11ndland. And then New 
found lar1d is asked to swallow the 
statement that a11 emergency had 
arisen. The only emergency w·as in 
the fortunes of th~ Hon. Mr. Coaker. 
Follo\v the wl1ole thing a,nd you will 
find that it was not half a million but 
millions that were spent wi.thout the 
warrant of this House or the people 
being given a chance to say yes or no. 
Have we got to l)Ut up with the like 
of that for ever-can't we see that . 
someone w·ill one da take $500,000 
a.nd get a way with it. The starving 

; 

wretch who steals a penny bun is 
, 

sent to the Peniter1tiary, but the man 
in the Government takes a half mil
lion and gets a way. Where is the 
Hon. Mi!)ister of Justice? Do you 
wonder at the mutterings of thei peo-
ple or the often-heard statement that 
there· is one law for the rich, and one 

' 

1 for the poor. Then · there was $175,-
000 for salt, an expenditure undertak
en without the consent or advice of 
this Assembly; there was $350,000 for 
tl1e Badger road without the· sanction 
of the House; another $350,000 for 
the Bonne Bay road without tts ap-

proval. Remember that these meas
ures were initiated when the House 
was i11 session, but the members of 
the Government had not the grit to 
tell the people and went to the ~reas
ury when the House closed and took 
the money and practically told the 
people to mind their own business. 
And still you expect respect for the 
edifice which is supposed to be rear
ed on the constitution. I wonder if 
some men on the opposite side have 
any consciousness of the duties they 
owe-not themselves but their prede ... 
cessors and successors in office-of 
that duty to protect the privileges of 
the Chamber they a·re allowed to sit 
in. To-day you are playing a sorry 
pa rt in agreeing to the expenditures 

"'~bjch this House had no voice in. 

Therefore I protest ·against the tnva .... 

sion of the constitution in connection 
with these expenditures and my third 
rea.son is to protes ti against what you 
have done and will continue to do if 
the people do not stop you. 1 As I said 
before there will be a public meet
ing of protests at the Board of Trade 
Rooms to-morrow and it may tickle 
the fancy of the Hon. Prime Minister 
to re.member that those who will be 
strongest against him will be those 
who in the election most strongly sup 

• 

ported him. 
• 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-Not 5 
per cent . . or them supported me. 

MR. FOX-You were in tlle posttton 
that you practically had Water Street 

I I 

in your pocket. And some of them 
ga.ve ve.ry tangible e1xpression of 
their support. 
. HON. PRIME MINISTER-They 

have not paid any subscriptions yet. 
. I should be glad to get . their names 
if you have them. 

MR. FOX-Everyone knows that 
these people contributed to your 
p·a.rty f11nds and it is no . use for you 
to try · and draw a re~ herring across 
the trail. Go down to Water Street, 
all d you will fin<l that those who are 
now the most pronc:>unced in their 
condemnation of you, are those who 
were formerly your strongest suppor--
ters. 

HON. PRIME NIINISTER-Give me 
their names. 

MR. FOX-I don't have to gtve you 
their names. Take a walk down Wa
ter Street and keep your eyes and 
ears .ope,n. Go · into the Board of 
Trade and you will find you'll need a 
gas mask to save yourself from the 
sulphur of their denunciations. Go 

:, down with the Hon. 'Minister of Jus
tice a.nd y·ou will he·ar it any day. 

HON. PRIME l\iINISTER-I re
member when some of them went out 
of the Legislative Chamber rather 
·than put taxation on themselves. 

MR. FOX-That was in the dim and 
/ distant past. I remember in the Fall 
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of 1919 that some of your supporters 
'could write cheq11es for a quarte?-
111illio11, but they have not got it to
day. Now you go down 'to the .Regis
try of Deeds a~1 pay the small sum 
of 25 cents and you will find the 
names of some of your strongest sup
porters who are !1ow bankrupt, and 
who say your Government is respon
sible for . the condition. I cannot 
criticize them for supporting you in 
1919 because it was their1 privilege to 
use their own minds, but surely it 
must be the irony of fate for them 
to think that those on whom they 
spent their money are th.ose who ruin
ed the·m. The men who were going 
to revolutionize everything and take 
the place of the free-booter~ they 
were putting out of power have now 
brought the country to the ve·rge ot' 
ruin. That is what you are <lotng
you have increa8ed ta,xati<)n to a 
point where it is utterly unbearable; 
and have spent away millions with
out the least th.ought to the principles 
of economy and in spite of the str·ong
est 'varniiigs. You have brought the 
conn.try to the brink and a.re n!O·W 
holding her out over it. In the days 
gone by we were surfeited with the 
b11gaboo of Confederation, but people 
w6nder to-n.ight if this is not all a 
pre-arranged plan to put her into it. 
The man who holds the ·money owns 
the country. I have been told that 
Canadians and fina.nciers in England 
are buying up our bonds and the 
q11estion has been aske·d, what for?. In 
conversation with a prominent busin- ' 
ess man who is no partisan, I asked 
him why, and he shook his head an(l 
said ''it is the old axiom, the man 
who holds the m.oney bags bolds the 
country." Perhaps there is nothing 
in the suggestion that it is a pre-ar
ranged plan, but you couldn't bring 
Confederation about any better if you 
set yourselves to the task. The tar-
iff w·e ·have, is crushing the life out of 

the people d still no attempt is 

· made to pare down the expendit11re 
in connection with the country, but 
you are again attempting to increase 
the taxes of an already over-burden-

,,, ed people. Everybody is now wonder
in.g as to your mental condition. To- · 
night Newfoundland is on the verge 
of ruin. You have been told that you 
will n.ot have a copper at the end of 
June if you pay ~.,.our bills. Wl1at are 

· you going to do then, raise another 
'loan? Refuse the request of Water 
Street to-morrow to pare down your 
Estimates and what is going to ha.p
pen? Merchants will close down bus
iness, and what will be · left to St. 
John's?. There will be need enough 
then for your inounted police. It is 
just \ turn of the wheel now as to 
whether Water Street puts up the 
shutte.rs or not . . .It is bad enough now 
God know·s but if the merchants and 

• 

·manufacturers dismiss tl1eir employ-
ees, what is going to happen. I am 
going to vote a.gainst the Resolutions, 
not that I think it will do any good, 
but that as a. protest. it may focua 
public attention on the present de
plorable condition of affairs. 

Mr. S.pea;ke·r re1sumed the Ch.air. 
Mr. Chairman from the 1Committee 

reported th.at they had con.s1ide·red the 
matter to the·m ref e·rred, ha.d passed 
the Resolutions without amendment, 
and recomme1nded that a Bill b:e intro
duced to give e·ffect it.o the same. 

On motion this re:port was received. 
On the motion for adoption of the 

Report the Hou.se divide1d w·he.n there 
appeared in its favour:~ 

' 

Prime Minister, Minister of Justi1ce, 
Minisiter of E·dU·cation, Minister of 
Posts and Telegrap·hs, Minister of 
Public Works, Minister of S·hi.pping, 
Mr. Le1Grow, Mr. Ab·bott, Mr. Winsor, 
Mr. Hibbs, !Mr. Sca.mmell, Mr. T·ar·gett, 
Mr. Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson, 
and ag·ains1t it:-

Sir M. P. ,Cashin, Mr. Higgin1s, Mr. 
Fox, Mr. Vinicombe, Mr. Moore, Mr. 

,, 

Wail sh, ·Mr. MacDo·nnell. 
' 
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So it pass'ed in the affirmative and 
was ordered accordingly. 

Whereupon the Bill entitled "An 
Act for the Raising of a Sum ojj Mon
ey on the .c.redit o·f the Colo,ny for the 
General Purpos~s of the 1Colony," was 
introduced and read a first time,, and 
by unanimous 1consent it was. ordered 
that it be read a s.eoo,nd time pre
sently. 

Whereup,on the Bill entitled ''An 
Act for the Raisin'.g of a Sum of Mon
ey on the credit of the 1C:olony for the 
General Purpose·s 10f the 1C,01ony" was 
read ~ se·cond time, an,d, by unanim-, 

ous consent, it was orde1red that it be 
referre,d to a Committe,e of the Whole 
Hous·e pres,ently. 

Whereupon the House re,so1lved it
self into a 1Committe·e of the Whole to 
cohside,r the Bill entitle1d "An Act for 
the R.aising of a S1um of Mainey on the 
c.redit of the Colony for the General 
Purposes of the Colony." 

Mr Speaker left the 1Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the C:hair of Co·m-

mitte,e. . 
. Mr. Speak~r resumed the Chair. 
The 1Chairman from the ,Committee 

reported that they had c,o,nsidered the 
matter to them referre·d, and had pass 
ed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion thi.s Report was r·eceive·d 
and adoi;>ted, and by unanim.01us con 
sent it was ordered thatt the said ill 
be read a third time preseintly. 

Whereupon the Bill entitled ''An 
Act f,or the Raising of a Sum of Mon
ey on the credit of the Colo,ny fo.r the 
General Purp·oses of the Colony" was 
read a third time, and pas:sed, and it 
was ordered that it be· engro,ssed, be
ing entitled as above, and tha.t it be 
sent to the Legislative 1Council with a 
mes·sage requesting the c.onc.urren,ce 
of that body in its provis1o·ns. 

Mr. Speaker informed the Hous1e 
/ I 

that he had re·ceived a mes.s.a:ge from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the ·H·ouse of Assembly that thQy had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "Ar 
Act to Amend Chajlter 75 o·f the 'Con-

solidated Statutes, entitled "10f Suf
fering from M,arine Disa;siter.s·" with
out ame:ndm.ent. ,,.. 

Mr. Speaker informe,d the House 
that he had receive.d a message from 
the Leg·islative ·Council acquainting 
the l=-Iouse of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act to 
;\mend 1Chapter 22 of the 1Consolidated 
Statutes e1ntitled ",Of the Customs,'' 
with some amendm·eint, in which they 
request the cc>ncurren1ce of the House 
of Assembly. 

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min
ister the said Ame1ndment wa.s re·ad a 
first time, and ordere(l to be read a 
second tiine on to-morro,w. 

!M'r. Speake·r ·informed the House 
that he had rec.eived a mesis:~e from 
the Legislative ouncil acquainting 
the Ho·use of Ass·e1mbly that they had 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Regulate the Importation, Expo·rta
tion, Manuf~ctu.re, Sale and Use of 
Opium and other Dangerous Drugs,'' 
with some amendment, in which they 
requ·e.st the concurrence of th·e Hous!e 
o.f Ass.embly. 

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min
ister, the said Amendment was read 
a first time and or·dered to be read a 
second time on to-mo1rro·w. 
. The_ remaining Orders o.f the Day 
were de·fe·rred. 
Mr~ M~cDonn'ell gave notlce or 

question 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the Hou1s1e rise·s,, it adjo1u,rn un
til Wednes1da.y afternoon at tbree of 
the cl,01ck. 

I 

The Hou.se then adjourned accord
ingly. 

Wednesday, April 5th. 1922. 
T'he Horuse met .at thre·e of the clock 

in the afternoo1n, pursuant to ~d .. 
journment. 

Hon. The Minister of Justice gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow 
ask leave to intro,du,ce a Bill to am
end the Judicature Act. 



• 
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Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of 
t 

qu.e·stion. 
Mr. Moore gave noti,ce of question. 
Mr. Mac Donn.ell g~ve notice of q ues 

. 1 

tion.. : · I : • 

HON. THE PRIME IM'INIS,TER :
I beg to table .. the following replie·s to 
the question o·f Sir M. P. Cashin, No. 
2, Order Paper dated April 5, 1922 :--· 

The D' Arey Exploration Syndicatt. 
have not file·d any report ,of th.eir op
er~ions to date. If such report is 
re,ceived a ,copy of same will be fur-

. . 

nished the House. 
' . 

M~. ARCHIBALD-Mr. Chairman, 
I rise to speak to these I.Joan Resolu
tions with a feeling of sorrow. I had 
not intended spea.king at all on this 
occasion but 11aving heard the ex
pressions of opinion from the differ
ent speakers who prece.ded n1e. I have 
made up iny mind that I cannot let 
the ·opportunity pass ·or expre·ssing my 
views on this vita.lly importa11t mat
ter. 

I have no intention to obstruct or 
'hinder legislation. I wish tQ say Mr. 
Speaker tbat what brou.ght me to my 
feet is partly the· fact that I heard it 
sa.i.d in this House to-day by certain 
gentlemen that we are not cap1able of 
conducting our own affairs, and it is 
questionable if w·e W 1ould not do bet
ter under a Crown Colony. I rise to-

' night for two reasons first, to say a 
few words in a constructive way to 
help the country out of the hole it is 
i11, and secondly to resent the state-
, 

ment from anybody that we are not 
capable of ruling ourselves in this 
country. I ia.m ashamed that anyone 
should take that position, Sir, abso-
11.ttely a,sha1ned. You ask me why, 
and I a.nswer because the solt1tion of 
tl1e trouble is as simple as A, B, C, 
That is the reason why I am ashamed 
I do not know what motives are actu
c.ting any members on your right, Sir 
but I sa.y that party politics and bicl{ 
erings· must cease if ·we are to save 

• 

the fishery and those who are depend-

ing on 1t. As I said before I d'id not 
rise witl1 the intention of nlaking a 
long-winded sp·eech or of getting off 
a lot of . empty words. I rose to my. 
feet to suggest to the House 'in a 
stra'ight-forward way what I think is 
a constru:citive policy to h.elp pick up 
this country. I thinM it is the basin
ess of iall, \Vh~~n things are in Sb:Ch a 
serious condition, to rise to try and 
offer sometl1ing solid and sound to 
put the country on its feet. Because 
we are Newfoundlanders to-night we 
realize the loan we are abou.t to raise 
is a.bsolutely appalling a.nd staggering 
to everyone 'vho l1as the ""elfare o( 
the country at hea.rt. It is no won
der that the business conditions at 
this moment are staggering. I do not 
take the position that I will vote 
against the loan, but I " 1ill conscien
tiot1sly vote for it. Why?-be:cause 
th.is winter I was living among tl1ous ~ 
,ands of pe.ople, who, if this loan had 
not been. raised, would have been fac
ed with the inost serious conditions. 
True th.e Government d'id not give 
what migl1t be called a big help, bu~ 
it was sufficient to lreep body and soul 
together. · I know people in certain 
sections of the country, who if it were 
not for the help provided by th~ gov
ernment, would now be under the sod. 
I do not w1ish to criticize harshly but 
I a.m astonished a11d astounded that 
~omethi11g like 15 millions has been 
spent in. 2 1-2 years. It is astonish
j_ng to all of us lJut the worst thing I 
can say of the g<)vernment. is that I 
really and S'incerely believe they dic1 
the best under the circumstances. J. 
do not n1ean to say now that it wias 
necessary to spend the 13 millio1is be-
c.ause if a constructive policy had been 
followed by them, as everyone can se~ 
they shot1ld have devoted themselves 
to the fishery which is the only thing· 
can help this country. That is the in
dustry tl1at should b.ave been assisted 
and pro1noted in every w~1y. Some 

• 

n1embers are active and energe'tic but 

'j 
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I will slay that you have very . few in 
the ranks of the· government who un
dc-;rstand anything at all about the 
fishery. I do not wish to severely 
criticize the Government as to the 
Badger and other roads because, as I 
said before they did ·what they could 

• 

in trying to feed the pe·ople; but tl1ey 
d.id not do what was be·st. As to this 
1·oad b·USiness the Work might have 
}?een carried on at home more profit
iably to tl1e peop1le. The govern1nent 
has succeede·d in borrowing money to 
l\:eep the people going. But I am full 
of resent1nent wl1en I hear old politi
cians suggest that we should be un
der a 1 Crown Colony. I came here as 
a young man expecting to learn some
thi11g and when I hear such a sugges
tjon it is enough to malre one shed 

\tears, especially " ... hen the situation 
to-day is so easily handled. I '-,:;il\ 
try to substantiate my position 11e:re 
before I finish my rem.arks. I do not 
mean to say it is an easy job to pl!t 
the country on its feet right away, but 
I do say that. one of the best means 

· to that end is to keep our expenditure 
within the revenue. Cut out the un-

\necessary waste. If it costs say 8 
millio11s to run tl1e ·country and we 
are capable of producing 8 millions 
do we need to borrow money? The an 
swer 'is that to keep ithe country going 
and above water it is only necessary . 
'to keep within proper bounds. If any 
older inember can contradict me 011 

this point I am ope·n to correction. If 
the country can produce sufficient 
nieans--and I firn1ly believe sl1e ca.n 
-why isn't the job tackled. It is sinip 
le, although it may not appear so to 
many members of the Government to"' 
night. The fundamental principal of 
putting the country on her feet is thr 
pr·oper curing and marketing of our 
fish. I have heard some criticism of 
the Hon. Mr. Coaker and I Wiish he 
w·ere here to-ni.ght, and I also wish 
ar1other n1ember "rho was raised in 
close touch with the fishery. were here-

because I k11ow it is time to throw 
over pa.rty politics ajnd to get right 
down to the bus·iness of putting tnis 
country in her old-time prosperot1s 
condition again. There wias never 
such need of a coalition as there is 
to-night, and when I m9'k.e that state
ment I know there is no member here 
but realizes and apprec:iates the trt1th 
.cf it. None can inore appreciate it 
than the Hon. Prin1e Minister as he 
knows the true position. He has been 
an. nctive man an.d ba.s put in more 
. energy tha.n m:ight be expected fron1 
" 
any single man, and I give him credit 
f<lr it. I d.o not lrnow how he stands 
up under it all. My only purpose 
11ere to-night is to deal with construe 
tion and to try a11d suggest something 
that '\\71ill help us to get ahead with
out borrowing. The only way to do 
this is by coalition-and in this con
nection I don't care where I may be. 
I am satisfie,d to stiay right where I 
a.in, and to do all I can for the coun ... 
tr)r along the lines of progress. There 
has been a lot of cr'iticisn1 of the Hon . 

• 
Mr. Coaker and he has been blamed 
for wasti11g the n1ost of the 13 mil
lions that have been spent in the last 
few years. Now I hold no brief for 
Hon. Mr. Coaker, but as I am a man 
I will not sit here, and let it go un
challenged. I couldn't do tha.t . . Why 
has Hon. Mr. Coaker been neld as the 
one most responsible for the expen
diture? Simply because he was hand-, . 

I I 

l'ing the one and only industry that is 
a.ble to put this country straight. He ; 
has made mistakes it is true--

HON. THE PRIME · MINISTER.-- . 
And who has not? 

.MR. ARCHIBALD-You are right 
Sir; the only one who has never made 
a mistake is he who has never done 
a11ything. I could attack the Hon. 
l\ilin·ister of Fisheries if I wanted to, 
but I am here to-night to advocate 
construction, and not to pr.each de
struction. We all voted for the Fish 
Re.gulations, exce11t one member who 
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is not here, and Water St. backed them 
up. Letters are a}lpearing from som~ 
of these merchants in tl1e daily press 
now, and I co11sider they are very 
good. One who w·as p·rom:inently·. co11 
nected with the Regulations w·as Mr. 
Job. I was at Port Union w·hen· Mr. 
Job was there and the first time I taliz 
ed over the fish regulations was with 
him in H.on. Mr. Coaker's bungalow. 
I a1n dealing now only with1 the Reg
ulations as they pron1'ised to affect 
the fishery. I am referring to the 
nrarketing of the fish wl1ich is the 
thing we b.ave to look to in order to 
get ourselves out of the hole we are . 
in now. '1,he one great mista.ke in 
that connection was in trying to die-
. tate a price to the . marlrets. If \Ve 

had taken into consideration the law 
'of Supply and Demand, and re1nem
bered that Norway was trying to get 
rid of three years' sup·p·lY at a very 
low price w·e would ha.ve seen that 
tl1ough our fish was preferred beeause 
of its better quality, theirs wa.s bound 
to get the pre·ference because of the 

I 

lower price. .A lot of ours thro1igl1 
the glt1tting of the inarl\;ets was spoil
ed and J1ad to be dumped overboard. 
and I want to state to the cou11try to
night through thf! reporters' box that 
if something is not done now the mar
kets 'vill be glutted again tl1is season. 
Something inust lJe done to i11arket 
our fish properly or we w·iJl go down 
to destruction. J. make that statement 

· i11 all seriousness, and in this connec
tio11 I advocate coalition for as long 
as we keep up party politics in this 
House we w.ill not get the benefit bf 
the exp·erience of m.en whose know
ledge is second to none in tl1e con
dl1ct of our staple ind11.stry. I refer 
now to Sir M. P. (~ash.i11 and Sir .John 
Crosbie.. If we can afford to do with-

• 

out them~ well and good. I do not 
care for myself, b·ut I a111 suggesting 
coalition a.s the onl~" thing to save 
~l1e country and I would like to see it 
brought a1Jout for the general good. 

Now we hear that some of the merch
ants will not be supplying for the fish
ery; the banks are chary of lendin~: 

money, and the only way we can i11-
still · confidence into them is to come 
together and let them see that we 
are into th:is thing to the limit. The 
first thing to be done is to cut dowtt 
expendi~ure at least a couple of mit
lions, and I will tell you one way it 
can be don.e. Cut out the rail way 
branches which never paid and never 
can pay because we are living in ~, 

n1aratime · <.~ountry, and there is too 
much competition by water. The on
ly road thiat ever paid is on tl1e Av
alon Peninsula, and if the main line 
w·ere closed to-morrow that section. 
of the country could be served just 
as wel\ by w.ater. I am not attempt
ing now to hit the Reids or anyone 
else, but I am trying to show how we 
can save a couple of million dollars 
yearly. I think everyone will agree 
'vith me that the branches should be . ' 

closed iand if that is done we will not 
l)e called on again to vote a mill:ion 
and a half for the operation of th r 
railroad as we were last year. Fur-
tl1ermore an effort should be made to 
a.scert~1in wl1at saJaries are bei_ng 
drawn in the general headquarters of 
fice. It is impossible for the country 
to save ·if we have to pay such salar
ies as it is freely rumoured are being 
paid. If there are some m.en connect 
ed with the railroad drawing 50 or 60, 
thousa11d dollars and others getting 
12 or 15 thousand, why should we pay· 
it. If they are to be paid w·hy not let 
them do some work for 'it. If the 
ra.ilway is a priva.te concern-al~ight 
they can pay whftt they like-but if 
the countrJr has to foot the bills it ls 

' a different matter ialtogether. Anoth.-
er $25,000 has been p1rQvided for 
mounted pol·ice. I think everybody 
will join with me in appealing to the 
Prime Min·ister to cut out this unne
cessary expenditure immed'iately. T 

appea.1 to him now as a man who re-

, 
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presents a ·large ·constituency many 
of the people of which are finding it 
difficult to get sufficient food and clo
thing for their children. These p·e·o
ple can't afford to pay this money for 
1c1 i11ounted police iorce. There a re 
other unnecessary expendi.t.ures that 
I do not want to be personal o,.rer. 
There are tw·o which costs this coun
try over $5,000 a. year and not one 
good day's work is given in retltrn for 
this i11011ey. Me!n are merely put in 
jobs for tl1e sa·ke of giving them the 
money." Every day of their lives they 
are beii1g bought. They know that 
they are not earning the mo11ey that is 
being pa.id them, and they lrnow that 
the very food is be~ng taxed out of the 
mouths of many children of the coun
try. I-do not want 1to embarrass those· 
gentlemen and consequently I will not 
mention their na1nes. 
· I am thclroughly satisfied, Mr. Chair 
man, that I can easily take two mil
lion dollars off the estimates.1 for this 
}"ear, and I think it ought to be done 
for the sake of the poor people! who 
have got to pay the taxes to meet th1s 
heavy expen.diture. Let us try to 
lighten their burden as much as pos
sible. If you . will take off this t'vo 
.rnillion dollars yolt will require only 
7 mill'ions. And I want to say that 
I am offering these suggestions in a 
straightforward manner. 

In the first place you can lop off the · 
boats that are running about tl1at ·are 
profita.ble to anybody. You can cut 
out the branch railroads wtthout do
ing anybody any injury. This 'vould 
inean a sa~ing of a million dollars. If 
we had a.n outfit in this House that 
Wlas above than petty politics we 

• 'vould find th.at tl1e ban.kers and the 
business houses on Water Street 
would have confidence · to go ahead 
and give supplies for the fishery thts 
year. Something must be done to in ... 
stil con'fidence, and 1it must be done 
in1mediately. I honestly wish, Mr. 
Chairma.n, that somethin~ could be 

done to er1able 11s to strength.en the 
confidence of these people. It is not 

• 

for me to say who un.der·mined that 
confidence, but the petty politics of 

• 

the past ye·ar cannot be continuecl. 
'.Lia.st year the governme11t undertook 
.'to give out money to get supp1iEfs foi
the fishery this year. Something m.ust 
be done to · instil confid.ence, and it 
'must be done immediat~l}". I honestly 
,wish, M.r. Chairman, that son1ething 
c.ould be done to enable us to str.ength 

' ' 

en th~ confidence of these people. It 
.is not for me to say who underm:ined 
that confidence, but the petty p·olitics 
of the p·ast year cannot be contin·ued. 
Last yea.r the Government undertook 

,. td give out money to · get supplies for 
the fishery. The policy was strongly -
supported by the Opposition m.em.bers, 
and it would be, most ·unfair now to 
throw all the blame for the· loss :in 
tha~ connection on the Governm.ent. I 
iam as good a friend of. the fisherme:rt 
of the country as there is in this 
House, but I ca.n't condone such a .... 
policy again th.is year. The principle 
was voiced by the Oppos:ition and was 
fallen for by the Governm.ent. If I 
had my owri way I would. come in here 
a11d fight the ·Op·position single-hand
e<l on that p·ropos-ition. 

·: ; 

Now, Sir, I am here only to off er 
suggestions, and I say that if you can 
i11st:il confidence in the minds of th~ 
bankers1 and. th·e business men of Wa
ter Street you will find· that the· whole 
situation will change. The fishery 

I . 

situation is better tl1an __ it w.as last 
year because the marlrets are in . bet
ter cond'ition and th.e excha.nge situa
tio·n. is improving all the time. If we 
can get oui: fishermen off to the flsh.
ery we have a chance as in otl1er 
years of getting a,.bout 1 1-2 millions 
quintals. We ought to get an average 
of $6.00 a quintal th·is year, and that 
will mean a purchas.ing p·ower of 
nine million of dollars, and if . you put 
the average duty· at 50 per cent. that 

' '\\'ill mean a revenue of 4 1-2 millions. 
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, 
It will put you well in sight of the 
11ecessary revenu.e. Take the 
Newfoundland Company and do 

. ' ' 

Reid 
the 

right thing :by it. I am not for hurt-
\n.g the Relds, b·ut I am for doing the 
square thing by them, and b3T the 
country. And if you cut off the bra11ch 
lines, cut out the ltnne·cessary boats, 
a.nd the other avo:idable expenditures 
you will get your expenditures down 
to 7 millions of dollars. You 'vill get 
a revenue from the buying power ot 
the country of 6 1-2 millions, talring 
ir1to consideration the cod nshery and 
the other, industries of the country. 

I cannot help rep.eating, l\iir. Chair
man, while I am on my feet that what 
stands in the way of creating confi
dence in the business1 houses is noth
ing m.ore than inean petty politics. 

I 

There is not a shadow of doubt about 
that. Wh.at can be d.one I ·am. not prew 
pared to say, but some·one should 
get in touch with the ho1nourable 
W. F. Cbake1r 1

.'. an.d insist on 
ftiis coming back to this coqn 
try as soon 31s poss1ible. G.et 
Sir John Crosbie to come back, and 
get the assistance of Sir Michael Cash 
in. · If we can get the advice and a~
sistance of th.ese three men who know 
the principal business of the country 
tl1oroughly we will be able to carry· 
on the fishery as in previous yeiarf· 

. 
1F'orget the mistakes that Coaker haa 
made. His greatest misfortune has 
been that he has 11ot had m.en around 
him who could give him the needed 
assistance. Something has got to be 
d<>ne immediately. We have· only· two 
inonths now to depend on, n.n<t the 
biggest job that we have before us is 
to establish the confidence that has in 
some way become broken. When that 
has been done we will be on the road· 
to getting the country on a sound fi
nancial bas·is. If you don't do that 
the res.ult will be absolutely fi11ancial 

' 

'disa.ster to Newfoundland. If we can't 
do it we a.re not fit to govern our-

selves, and in a very short while we 

-

will not get a chance to gover11 ot1r
sel ves a .gain. 

Those suggestions m.ay com.e; from 
·me in a lame w·ay, but it is my duty 
to do it to th.e best of my ability. If 
we are not big e11ough to forget our 
petty party politics and instil confi
dence in the business men of the couh 
try we are not 'vorthy of the confi
dence of the fishermen. who . sent u& -
here. 

I believe that in the expenditure of 
1noney for relief work the Government 
did the best it could do, but I will 
not admit that it is the· best that coulcl 
be done. The money spent on the . 
Badger Road should have been spent 
in Conception Bay or in some other 
I-'lace that was thickly populated, 
,\-here it could have been of son1e 

• 

value to the people. Wnat the Gov-
, " 

ernment is doing for the people to-
clay I .am thank.f11l for. Ma.ny of the 
people in my district are gettin.g c 
little help, and although the help ls 
small it will put them over a diff·icult 
period. 

I have expressed the belief that 
coalition is the best way to help this 
country. Forget the Humber deal 
and the lumber deal. Get down to 

-
business, a.nQ. cut the estimates down 
to 7 million dollars. Cut out the 

1branch roads, and I believe you will 
have the supporti ~f the whole House· 
It is not good enough however, to ad
vocate the cutting out of the branch 
railroads and then abuse the Govern
ment for doing it. If we advocate any 
proposition let us be men enough t0 
stand by our position. I say Mr. 
Cha·irman I am not prepared to a.gree 
that we· are hopelessly on the rocks 
but if we do not put the fishery of 
the country on a r:•rop.er basis during · 
the next two months we will be de
funct. Lop o·ff the unnecessary ex
penditures and you will hurt nobody. 
If that is done, and we can get togeth- · 
er and instil confidence in the bus-

. iness of the country and of ha,ndling 
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it s11ccessfully a.nd with beneficial re·
sults for the people who se·nt us here. 

M'r. S1peaker inf.armed the House that 
he had received a messa.g.e fo·rm the 
L·egisl'ativ·e ·C'oun·cii th~t they had pass
ed the following Bills:-

"An Act to amend the Law· Society 
Acts." 

''An Act for the Encouragement of 
Sl1ipbuilding." 

"An Act respecting the Sealfishery 
during the ' present year." 

''An Act to Regulate the Importa
tion, Exportation, Manufacture, Sale 
and Use. of Opium and oher Dange·r .. 
ous Drugs.'' 

"An Act to A.me~nd the Act Geo. V. 
Cap. 6. entitled "An Act to Confirm a 
Contract betwee11 the Governinen.t 

' 
and the St. Lawrence Tim.ber, Pulp 
and Stea.mship Company, Limited." 

"An Act to amend Chapter 22 of the 
Consolidated Statutes entitled "Of · 
·the Customs.'' 

"An Act for the Disposal of Sur .. 
plus · Funds collected for Hospital 
Cots." 

It 'vas moved and secon.ded that 
when the . House rises, it adjourn un
til Monda.y afternoon next at three ot 
the clock. 

Mr. Bennett gave notice of questlon 
Mr. Walsh ga.ve notice of question. 
Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
Mr. Vinnicombe gave notice of 

question. 
Mr. Speaker r:esume·d the Cha.ii·. 
Mr. 1Chairman fr101m the Committee 

reported th.at they had considered tht 
matter to them referred, h·ad madt: 
some progres.s, and asked lea.ve to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Rep1o·rt w~s received 
and adopted, .and it was o·rdered that 
the Co·mmittee ha:ve le·ave to s·it aga.in 
on to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair until five 
of the clock. 

Mr. Spe·aker resumed the Cha.ir. 
• 

At five of the clock the Gentlemai1 
Usher of the Black Rod appeared at 
the Bar of the House wit.h a messa.g~ 

fro·m His Excellency, the ·Governor, 
comm.anding the attenda.nce O·f the 
House in the· Council ·Ch.am b·er. 

' 
Acc·ordingly Mr. Spea.ker and the 

H.o.use 3;\tte·nded His Excellency, the 
.Govern·or, in the· Council Chambe;r. · 

And Mr. S.pea.ker ·a.n.d the House· be .. 
ing at the Ba.r o·f th.e ·Council 9ha.ni-

' ber, His E1xcelle1ncy, ithe Go,vern.01, 
was pleas1ed to assent to the following 
Bills:-

Pursuant to noti.ce and leave grant 
ed, ~nd on m:otion of Hon. the Minist
er of Justice, ith.e Bill e·ntitled "An 
Act to amen.d_ C,a.p. 85 ·of the ·Consoli
dated Statutes, entitled '.Of the Ce1n
traj and Hr: Grace Districts Courts 
wa,s introduced and read a first time, 
and it w~s o·rdered that it be read a 
second time on to·-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker inform.ed the House 
thait he h,ad re.ceived a message from 
the Legislative ·Council a.cqua.inting 
th.e House of Asembly that th.ey had 
passed the Bill s1ent up entitled "An 
Acit fior the Raising of ~ sum of mon
ey o.n the credit of the 1C'olony for the 
General Purposes1 of the 'Colony" with 

' out ame·ndment. 
(lV[r. Spea.ke·r inforn1ed the House 

th1at he had re·c.eived a me.ssia.ge from 
th,e Legislative Coun.cil acqua.inting 
the I-louse of A.ssembly .that the)r had 
p~ssed the Bills sent up entitled re
spectively "An Act for the Dispo·sia.l 
of Surplus Funds: ·Colle.cited fo·r Hos.-. . 
pital C··ots;" "An Act to Am.en.d the 
Law s .o·c:iety Acts," "An Act f 10 1r the 
Elncouragement of Shipbuilding,'' and . . 

''An Act to amend !the Act Ge10. V. 
Ca.p. 6. entitled "An Act to 1Co·n.firm 
a ·Contract Between the Government 
an.d the Stt. Lawren.ce 'Tim,ber, Pulp 
and Steamship Company, Limited," 
without am'endm.e·nt. 

Pursuant to order, a.n.d on motion 
of Hon. the Prime Min.ister, the· am
endmen1ts sent down by the L.egisla
tive 1Coun,cil in and upon th.e Bill se.nt 
up entitled "An Act to amen.d ·Ch.a.pter 
22 ·of the 1Consolidated Btatutes, e·ntitl
ed ''Of the 1Customs'' was rea:d a sec-

/ 

\ 
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, ond time, and .concurre·d in, and it 
was ordered that a message be sent 
to the Legislative Council acquainting 
that body that the House. of Asse·mbly 
had agreed to the satid amendment 
w,ithout amendme·nt. 

Pursuant to order, and o·n motio·n of 
Ho·n. the Prime Ministeir, the amend
ments se·nt down by the Le·gislative 
pouncil in and upon the Bill sent up 
€ntitled "An Act to Regulate the Im
l>Ortation, Exportation, Manufac.tur·e, 
s .a;ie and Use of Opium and other Dan 
gerous Drugs" was read a sec.01nd time 
and concqrred in, and :it wa.s order·e·d 
that a message be sent to the L.egis
la tive Council acquaintin.g that body 
that the Ho,use of Assembly had .ag
reed to the said ame,ndme·n,ts withouit 
'tmendment. 

Mr. Speaker info·rme1d the Ifouse 
that he had received a message from 
the Legislative ., 1Coun.cil acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled ''An 
Act respecting the Sealfishery during 
the present year," and "An Act · for 
the Protection of Negle·cted De·pend-

·~ 

ent, and D·elinquent Childdren," wit.h 
some amendments, in which ' they re
quest the concurrence of the Ho,use 
of Assembly. 

O·n motion of Hon. the Prime ·Min
Jster, the said amendments were read 
~ firs1t time, and by una.n.imous con
~ent, it was o·rdered that the said a.m
e11d1nents .be read a second time pre-

, ·\sently. 
Whereup·o·n th.e said Ame·ndments 

~ere read a s·ec:ond time a,n,d con.curr
kd in, and it was ordered that a mess
a.ge be sient to the Legislative Coun
cil a)cqua.inting that body that the said 
amcr1dments h.ad been agreed to with 
out ame·ndment. 

On motion of H·o·n. the Prime Min
ister, the amen·dments sent down by 

( th.e Legislative ·Cou·ncil in and u.pon 
the Bill S•e.nt up e1ntitled: ''An Act for 
the Protection of Ne.glecte·d, Delin
quent ·and Dependent •Childre·n'' were 
read a first time, and it was ord·erect 
that they be rea.d a seieond time on to
morrow. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-In re
spect to the Delinquent Children's Bill 
~o·me minor .ame·ndments have bee·n 
made a,nd I propose that the Bill as 
·amended be read a first time. 

H10N. PRIME MINISrrER:-In re
s.pect to the Sealfis.hery Bill the Leg
islative Council has been plerused to 
ma.ke some aLterations a.s to the h.our~ 

of sailing-the change is ·on,y a verba" 
change. 
~·R. HIGGINS:-In view of the 

way the .Speech from the Throne was 
received ~ being critically· co·rrect, I 
see 110 i~ea.son to 0 1bje·ct to this. I 
think howe·ver, it oughit to ,be un.der
stood that if the .Go·vernment is pre
pared to be knocke·d about by the lJp
per Bouse we cannot help it b·u.t we 
r·e·sent the idea. . 

H'ON. PRI1ME MINISTER:-T·he am 
endment to the Custon1s Bill n·eeds no 
e1xplanation and I think all will a;gree 
with it. 

EON. · PRIME MINIS.TER:-Som.e 
slight amendments have also been 
·i:nade to the Drug Bill. 

HON. PRIME MINIS.TER:-1 move 
' ' 

that Supply be de.ferred. 
HO·N. PRIME MINISTE'R:-As re

gar·ds the Business Prifits T'ax Act 
the explanation is the same as. when 
notice of the Bill was give1n. 

MR. HI1GGINS:-Has the Depa.rt
ment of Justice aJgreed to the Asses
sor's idea. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTI·CE:
Yes. 

Purs1uant to 0 1rde·r, a.nd on · motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
Bill enti,tled "An Act to a.mend the 
Busines.s Profits 'Tax Acts, 1917-1920,'' 
was read a second time, and it was 
ordere·d that it be referre1d to a Com
mittee of the Who1le House on Mon
oaw ne·Xt. 

Pur.s1uant to notice, and on motion 
O·f Hon. the Prime Mi'nister, the House 
reis·olved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on w ·a.ys and .Means. 

Mr. Speaker le~t the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the 1Chair of Com

mittee. 
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Announcment of the appointment of a tariff commis
sion to completely revise the tariff was made by th Prime 

• 
I\1inister. The Budget Speech, exactly as delivered follo\\tS :. · 

Mr. Speaker: A year ago the responsibility devolved 
upon me of presenting the Annual Bttdget, as the Ho11 . 

. H. J;. Brownrigg, the Minister of Finance and Customs, 
w~s suffering from a s-evere illness which made attention 
h)' 11im to the work of his Department quite impossible. \Ve 
are all gl~d to kno\\J' tl1at Mr. Brownrigg is now on the r0ad 
to permanent recovery. During recent months he has 
found it possible to give some attention to the work of his 
Department, and he is now in New York giving personal 
supervision to certain matters appertaining to the finances 
of the Colony. It wa:s my hope that the responsibilitjes 
incidental to the p1·e~entation to the Legislature of the fin
ancial affairs of the Colony should not ~.gain devolve upon 
me, but under the circumstances that could not be avoided, 
and I consequently for the second time submit to the Leg- · 
islat.ure the Budget. 

A year ago in the Budget Speech for the ·fiscal year 
1921-22, I submitted estimates both as to revenue and ex
penditure which the opponents of my Administration ridi-· 
culed as utterly absu.rd, and entirely impossible of realiz-

. ~tion. It is now; hc,vever, a matter of sa,tisfacti<;>n to fi11d 
that the figures then submitted, though at that time ·they 
were for the most part· estimates, have proved not only to 
be fully justified, but quite conservative. As a matter of 
fact, the present financial conditio,n of the Colony is sub
stantially better than that anticipated in my Budget Speech 
of la.st year. · 

LESS EXPEN.DITUiiE THAN REVENUE ... 
-

· In reference to my observations on that occasion, it will b~ 
notect that I then estimated that the total revenue from all sources 
for the then current fiscal year exp1iring on the 30th day· of June, 
1921, would be $8,244,104.18. I then pointed O·Ut that on current 
revenue account, together with estimated balance to the credit of 
Suri:lus Trust Account as at the 30th day 1of June, 1921, there wot~ld 
be sufficient funds for the liquidation of the 1Colony's obligations as 
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at the 30th day of June, 1921, leaving an estimated credit balance in 
· Sttrplus rrust Account of $73,469.32. It will be a matter of great 

gratification to the. Leg.is1ature, as it is to myself . personally, to note 
that that estimated b·alance as at the 30th day of June, 1921, has 
been exceeded. The Auditor General's report states that the actuai 
balance as at the. 30th day of June, 1921, was $158,034.73, more than 
doubl1e that estimated a year ago. 

As alread}' stated, the revenue 
estimated for the fiscal year 1920-
21 was the .sum of $8,244, 104 .18 . 
This was substantially exceeded., 
the exact figures for the year bei 
ing $8.,438,039.85, of $193,935.57 · 
more than estimated. 

The gross expenditure for that 
fiscal year was estimated by me at 
$11, 171,821.07. The actual expen-

• 

diture was $10,951,488.90, or $220,· 
332.17 less tha.n the estimated ex
penditure. 

With respect to , the Surplus 
Trust Account, which account held 
the surpluses of revenue during 
the prosperous war period,' my 
estimate was that these surpluses 
would amount to a total of $3, 100,-
186.21. As a matter of fact, when 
the account was closed, the Audi· 
tor General reported the ' exact 
amount to the credit of that ac-

, count as at the ·30th day of June'. 
1921, to ~e the sum of $2~671,. 
483.78, namely, $428,702.43 less 
than that estimated. Thus a s1tm· 

mary of last year's finances is as· 
foll10WS: 

Actual revenue for the 
fiscal year .... .... . ..... $ 8,438,039.85 

Actual credits from Sur-
plus revenues during 
war period .... .... -··--· 2,671,48J. 78 

Actual expenditure ...... $10,951,488.90 
Credit balance as at the 

30th day of June, 
1921 .... .... .... ---- ···- 158,034. 73 

Revenue 
My estimate of revenue for the cur

r<1nt fiscal year 1921-22, as set forth 
in las·t year's Budget Speech, was the 
total sum of $8,404,500.00. Certainly 

~ 

it is impossible to give exact figures 
for the present fiscal year, as the year 
does not expire until the 30th day of 
June next, but exact figures are avail
able as ~t the end of February last and 
approximate figures are available up 
to the end of March, leav_ing the three 
months of April, May and June to be 
estimated. After a careful examina
tion of these figures in the same con
servative manner with which the 
figures were considered and presented 
a year ago, I estimate that the 
revenue for the current fiscal year ex
piring on the 30th day of June, 1922, 
will be the total sum of $$8,903,803.00, 
made up as follows: 

' 

Cu,s.toms Department 
St. John's Duties .... . ... $5,400,000.00 
Outpoct Duties .... .... .... 700,000.00 
St. John's Light Dues .... 18,000.00 
Outport Light Dues -----··· 16,000.00 
Ore Royalties .... .... .... .... 35,000.00 
Ore Royalties Arrears .... 60,000.00 
Export Duties, St. John's 

and Outports ---· .... .... 500,000.00 
Bank Fisherman's Insur-

ance ........ ---· .... .... . .. . 
$11,109,523.6b · Fines Jnd Forfeitures ... . 

500.00 
1,500.00 
1,251.00 Harbor Dues ...... ...... . .. . 
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210.00 It will be remembered that the 
Hospital Dues ............. . 
Warehouse Rent ........... . 
Forms Sold .... ·-·· .... . .... . 
Head T,ax .... .... .... .... . .. . 
Water Rates for St. John's 
Water Rates · for Harbor 

Grace .... .... .... .... . ..... 
Water Rates for Car-

bonear .... .... .... .... . ... 
Water Rates for Pia-

centia ---- .... .... .... .. . .. . 
Channel Harbor Dues ... . 
Miscellaneous Customs 

Revenue ··-- .... .... .... . ... 
Quarantine Dues .... .... .. 
Customs Bonds arrears 

estimated as collectable 
during year ............... . 

t 

167.00 
2,600.00 
1,200.00 
2,000.00 
5,000.00 

350.00 

480.00 

130.00 
85.00 

34,386.00 
3,960~00 

75,000.00 

$6,857,819.00 

Postal Revenue .... .... . .. , $ 240,000.00 
Telegraph Revenue .... .... 130,000.00 
Crown Lands Revenue .... 75,000.00 
Inland Revenue Stamps.. 50,000.00 
Gross Receipts Control-

ler's Department .... . .. . 
Fines and Forf eit.ures ... . 

480,000.00 
5,200.00 

Broom Department, Peni-
tentiary .... .... .... . ...... . 

Fees, Public Institutions .. 
Business Profits Tax Ar-

rears .... .... ..... .... ..... . ... 
Manufacturers' Sales Tax 
Income Tax .... .... .... . ... 
Telegrap hCompany's Tax 
Probate Duties .... .... . ... 
Express Companies' Tax 
Bank Taxes .... .... .... . ..... 
Municipal Council Inter-

est .... ..... ..... ____ .... . ... 
_Carbonear Water Co. In-

terest ......................... . 
Insurance Assessments .. 
lns-urance Licenses .... . ... 
Commercial Cable Com-

pany re Cable .... ~--·· .... 
Miscellaneous - General 

Revenue ................... . 
Civil Service Reduct.ion .. 

5,000.00 
25,000.00 

110,000.00 
50,000.00 

180,000.00 
52,000.00 
80,000.00 

2,000.00 
123,000.00 

76,000.00 

890.00 
1,344.00 

550.00 

60,0QO.OO 

150,000.00 
150,000.00 

$8,903,803.00 
• 

revenue which a year ago I estimated 
as probable to the 30th day' of J uile, 
1922, \VB:S $8,404,500.00. Thus the 
revenue which is now practically as
sured is $499,303.00 more than that 
estimated as probable a year ago. 

Expenditure 
The amount of money voted by the 

Legislature at its last session, under 
the head of General Estimates, (not 
including any anticipated amount for 
Supplemental Supply), was the total 
sum of $8,522,569.55. This entire 
amount was not expended as voted. It 
is estimated that there will be drop
ped balances on various votes to a 
very large amount. As against this 
under-expenditure in some of the De
partments, there has, in other Govern
ment Departments, been an over-ex
pendi ture, the result covering the en
tire Government service on current 
account, including all expenditures 
both regular and supplemental, being 
as follows: 
Interest on Public Debt .. $2,527,715.00 
Colonial Secretary .... .... 82,000.00 
Finance .... .... .... .... ...... 263,290.00 
Education .... .... ...... ...... 800,000.00 
Contingencies, Acct. of.... 200,000.00 
Qustoms .... .... .... .... .... 490,000.00 
Agriculture and Mines.... 100,000.00 
Marine and Fisheries .... 293,590.00 
P bl. Ch .. u 1c. ar1t1es .... ..~. .... 410,490.00 

· Public Works .... '!. ••••••••• 1,010,019.00 
Posts and Telegraphs .... 1,330,021.00 1 

Justice .... .... .... .... ......... 285, 700.00 
Assessor .... .... . ... · .... .... 16,667.00 
Naval and Military Pen-

• s1ons ........ ____ .............. .. 
Liquor Controller .... , ..... . 
Old Age. Pensions, Acct. 

of .... .... .... .... ..... . ...... 
Shipping .... .... .... .... . ... 

540,000.00 
380,000.00 

90,000.00 
60,000.00 

$8,879,492.00 

The net result of the accounts for 
the fiscal year ending June 30th next 
are as ·follows: 

• 
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Estimated total · rrevenue 
. . . . .. . . . . • . . . . $8,908~803 ()!) . 

F.Ptim·ated total expendi-
ture . . . . .. . . . . 8,879,492 00 

Estimated Surplus· . . . . 24,311.00 

Ju.st as my statement of the finan
cial affairs as at the 30th day o.f June, 
1921, was the subject of ridicule b.y 
my honourable frie·nds opposite as 
impossible of ach1ievement, so the Es-
timates which I gave a year ago of 
ou.r p·ro bable financial position on the 
30th day of J·une, 1922, were cri.ticised 
<:1s being quite absurd. It must con· 
sequently b·e a great source of grati
fication to the Legislature .and to the 
country ,-a gratification in which I 
am quite sure my critics of last year 
wi~l participate,-to fi:nd that the fin-

. an·cial · state of the c .oJony on current 
account ls no·t only as go·od as It was 
p:rophlsed to be, but, as a matter of 
fact, substa.ntially better. I estimat 
ed last year that we would, on the 
30th day of June, 1.922, have an esti
mated surplus of $96, 704.85, which, to-

·-
getl1er with the then estimated credit 
bala.11ce of $73,469.32 in Surplus Trust 
Account, would be the only moneys .,. 

available to meet such votes as this 
session of the Legi.slature might au
thorise under the head of Supplemen
tal Supply for the current fiscal year. 
These amounts will be lar.gely ex
ceeded in fact. In the case of the 
Surplus ·Trust balance, it is more than 
doubled, and, in the case of current 
revenue there is, with Supplemental 
Sup·ply provided for, an estima.ted 
surplus of $24,311.00 On the . 30th day 
of June next the Surplus Tr·u.st Ac
count is estimated to stand as fol
lows: 
Credit b·alance as at June 

30th, 1921, . . . . . . . . $158,!0·34.73 
Estimated Surplus 1921-

1922 . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . 24,311.00 

Total credit as at · June 
, 

30th, 1922. . . . . . . . . $182,.345. 73 
I feel that no one can ap1preciate 

better than the Leader of the Op
position, who for so many years oc-

. cupied the position O·f Minister· of 
Finace and 1Customs of this , C1olony, 
how difficult it is to reduce expendi
ture and 'inaugurate retrenchment in 
the pu·biic service of the Colony. 

The Government has, however, dur
in.g the past year b·ent its energies in 
this direction, with the result that an 
expenditure of $10,9151,488.90 for the 

, 

fiscal year 1920-21 has been reduced ,, 
to an expenditure of $8,879,492.0·0 for 
the , ·c·urrent . fiscal year. 

In ·Other words, the public s,ervice 
of the Colony h.as .. been maintained 
wiith some curtailment, but without 
curtailment so severe as to eff e.ct the 
business of the Colony, for the s11m ·of 
$2,Q71,956.90 less than the p·revious 
year. 

I Increase In Pensions 
And dn this connection it must be 

rem4embered that during the current 
fiscal year there has been the added 
expe·nditu.re of $422,500.·00 as interest 
t.>n last year's· loan, and appr.01xin1ate
ly , $·119(),000.00 on account of War Pen-
8ions which were not a liability on the 
previous year's acco·unts. Thus, as a 
macter of fact, the public services of 
ti.te Colony have been maintained f1or 
an expenditure of $2,614,455.90 less 
than for the fiscal year 1920-21. 

I feal quite sure that a careful ex
amin.ation of these figures will satisfy 
my honou.rable friend the Leader of 
the o·pposition, whose s'.u'ccess and 
alJility as a Finance Ministe.r of this 
Colony for many yea.rs I do not pro
pose to disp·ute, that the caustic ob
servations which he m:ade on the Bud
get of last year were entirely without 
fou.ndation in fact. It is a very sim
ple matter to criticlse and ·destroy in 
the course of debate figures whi.ch 
are based upon estimated probabili
ties for the year to come, but on the 
other hand, it is a satisfaction whe·n 
that year has P·a~sed, to be able to 
submit a statement of actual receipts 

( 
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and expenditure which entirely justi
fy and, in fact, surpass the estimated 
figures which were the subject · of .. 
such adverse comment. 'The estima-
tes for the coming year I have ca.us
ed to be prep.ared in the same ,careful 
and conservative manner as were the 
estimates submitted last year, and if, 
in a year's time, 'the Minister of Fin
ance and Customs w.ith the actual 
facts before him, can show that the 
estim.ates that I now propose to sub--
m'it for the next fi.scal ye~r are then 
as fully vindicated in fa,ct as have 
been the estimates which I submitted 
for the years 1920-21 and 1021-22, it 
will be to him, to the country and to 
myself pe,rsonally, a m·atter of great 
gratific.ation. 

I estimate the total revenue from 
all sources for the flscal year 192'2·2~ 

to b,e the sum of $8,953,000.0,0 made 
up ·as follows: 
Customs Dept., including 

Sales Tax collected 
thru Customs, . . . . . . $6,900,00·0 .00 

P 'ostal and Telegraph 
Department . . . . . • . . 390,000.190 

Postal . per new stam1p 
le.gislation . . . . . • . • 50,0·00.00 

Crow.n Lands . . . . . • . . 
Fines and Forfeitures 

• . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • ' 

Inland· Reve·nue Stamps 
• • = • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

M1u·nicipal Council In-
terest . . . . . . . . . . • . 

Broom Dept. · Penitenti.ary 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Fees Institutions, includ-
ing General Hospital . 

Bank Taxes ........ . 
Cable Taxes . . . . . . . . 
Estate Duties . . . . . . . . 
Gross Receipts Control-

ler's Dep,artment . . . . 
Income Tax ........ . 
Arrears colle·ctible under 

Business Excess Prof
its and Income Tax • ! 

80,000.0i!> 

5,000.00 

50,000.()!) 

76,000.00 

10~000.()~ 

40,000.00 
125,000.()9 

52,000.00 
90,000.00 

48~,000.00 

180,·000.00 

150,000.00 

.. 

Sales Tax collected thru 
Assessors' Dept. . . . . 50,0()n.oo 

Miscellaneo·us Revenue, 
·General . . . . . . . . . . 150,0-00.00 

Civil Service . Reducti.on, 75,().90.00 
$8.953,000.00 

If the Legislature decides to main ... 
tain the public service of the Colony 
tc the extent for which provision is 
inade in the estimates already tabled 
t11ere will be an expenditure of $8,-
844,4.64.18, thus having an estmated 
snrpl11s on current account as at the 1 

;_'. 0th day of June·, 1923, of $108,535.82. 
Certainly during the next fiscal year 

'here will be a number of Depart-
1r1ents which in the conduct of their 
bl1siness will show substantial credit. 
ur-i.lan·ces on varlous V;otes. There 
will also be Departments which will 
fjnd themselves face to face with un· 
ft>reseen circumstances which wil.-
<~ause an over-expenditure. I can 
assure the House, however, that just 
a;:: during the past year the Govern
ment has by its cons:ervative and bus
iness-like m1ethods reduced the exp·en
•1 iture on c11rrent account t:rom the 
~nm of $10,951,488.90 in 1920-21 to 
$8,522,569.55 in 1921-22, so the con
· ~ rted efforts of all Departmental 
heads, with the co-operation of the 
rep1·esentatives ·of the vari·ous consti
tuencies, both Government and Op
fJC)sition, will make possible during 
1.he present year a further substantial 
reduction in the cost of the public 
service below the figures named in 
the Estimates, and further substantial
jy reduce the am·ount ne·cessary f.or 
~-j\1pplemental Supply. 

Cooperation Needed 
To secure such additional su bstan 

tial reductions in the public service 
11ecessitates not only the co-operation 
r)f Ministers 1of the Cr·own, but it needs 
f1 Iso the sympathy and active co
r1JJerati1on o·f the representatives of 
. '.Onstituencies affected by the re
<llJcbion. I. realize the conflict 
<>f interests which arises under such 
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,~ .ircumstances. The representative
iu close touch and asso1ciation with 
l'!iS cronstitu.entfi is called UP'On to 
p~e'ss the various fDepa;rtmentat 
heads to consider the maintenance 
of, and, in ma.ny cases, the exten
sion of public services in his ·con
stituency, and, unfortunately, to that 
1,ressure ,of his c·ostituents the repre
i:::entative frequently bows. I would 
point ,out to each member of this 
House of Repre·sentatives that he owes 
:l. duty, n·ot only to the constituents 
<)f his own electoral district, not only 
to the residents of any ·particular 
lc.,cality desiring the continuance ·o.f 
a public service or much needed 
l't1blic improvements or ext'ension of 
pt1blic services, b·ut he also owes to 
tl1e whole C·olony the duty and re 
sp·onsibility of as,SJisting the Govern. 
ment, and particularly the various 
I.lepartmental heads resp·onsible in 
individual cases, to po·stpon.e publiL 
i1n.prove111ents, to curtail public. ser
\i iees and REDUCE EXPE'NDITURE 
-\vith a view not only to meeting lia
bilities from year to year, but witt. 
a view also to such a substantial re .. 
dt1ction in the cost of the public ser
vice that a proportionate reduction 
f 11 taxation may also be made pos
sible. The burden falls not merel)' 
upon the ,Government as a b1ody of 
men responsible for the conduct ·Of 
a.ffairs generally, the burden falls not 
rr1er'ely upon the Ministers who are 
tesp·onsible for the conduct of the 
different services; but more than on 
the Government and the Ministers, the 
,responsibility falls upon the repre 
~vrttatves of individual c·onstituencies, 
\v·nether me·mbers of the Government 
Party 10r not, to .n.o-operate with thA 
Government an(\. rbsp·on.sibile ,Minis
ters of the ·Crown, and without that 
c~ ... operation comparatively little can 
l)e acc·omplished. 

N ewf 011ndland's Savings 
I have caused to be prepared ~ 

, 

(:Omparative Statement of the savings 
deposits in Newfoundland, showing 

t:1.1e an1ount of deposits as at the 31st 
day ,of December O·f each year for the 
past ten .years! I would point out 
~hat the total savings deposits for the 
year 1912 was the sum of $8,.049,556,-
95. The deposits increased gradually 
during the years 1912, 1913, and 1914, 
until in the year 1915 they amount
ed to the total of $9,714,820.95. 

War years were prosperous years 
r nd during the years 1916, 1917, 1918 
to tl1e 31st of December, 1919, the 
depos1its had grown to a total 1of $21,-
019,375.67.. During the year 1920 
withdrawals were greater than de
posits by the sum of $475,437.68. Dur
ing the year 1921 withdrawals werE!i 
greater than deposits by the sum 01 

~406,979.12. 

The amount 1of money on depos·it in 
the several savings banks as at the 
!llst day of December, 1921, bearing 
;nterest at the rate of three per cent 
·1>er annum, was the sum o·f $2,0,136, 
~58.87. 

In studying these returns it will b~ 
• 

J!1teresting to note that ·savings depos-
! ts were increased in both the Bankb 
of Nova Scotia and the Canadiai... 

' Bank of Commer.ce. The am,o·unt of 
savings deposits as at the 31st ot 
December, 1921, was in excess of the 
average total dep1osits for the decade 
from 1912 to 1921, both· in·clusive, by 
t'he sum of $6,1034,5105.13. • 

T11:e savings deposits on a per capita. 
llaSlis as at the 31st day of Decembe1 
Jn,st was $84.37. · 

While the amount 1of savings. de·pos
its is not by any means an infallible 
;ndex of prosperity, y·et it 1is very_ en
couraging to note that, in spite if the 
~iepression through which. Newfound
land has passed during the year 1921, 
the people of th1is country fo·und it 

' . 

necessary to le.ssen the1ir total sav-
ings deposits •by the sum 01f $406,979 •• 
~2 only. I have heard some talk co·n
cerning the necessity of getting· back 

. tn our financial status as at the pre
war year of 1914. In the matter ol 
$:1vings bank dep,osits I trust that 
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lVill 11el;er occur. On 31st December 
: . ~14, the saV1ing deposits of the coun-
1.ry an1ounted to $8,871, 718.43, ·o·r $37 .17 
1>er capita. On the 31st of December, 
1921, they amounted to $20,136,958.87 
'.r $84.37 per capita. 

It is interesting to note the effect 
upon the Income ·Tax by the discon
' lnuance of the Business Profits Tax. 
i)11ring the years 1917 to 1920, there 
\Vas collected under the head of Busi-
11 ess Profits Tax the total sum of $3,-
005,300.37, as follows: 

1917 . . . . . . . . $ 640,45·0.93 
1918 • • • • 

1919 • • •• 

1920 • • • • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

976,366.48 
621,766.32 
766,716.64 

$3,005,3010.37 

During the same period of time, the 
• 

l ncome Tax am1ounted to the total of 
&:{00,789.05, collected as follo·ws: 
1917 .... .... .... ···- --·- .... . ... ,$ 49,881 .60 
1918 .... . .. ' .... ---- .... .... .... 64,536. 73 
1919 .... ···- .... .... .... ···- .... 98,698.34 
1920 . . . . . . . . . . .. .... .... ... . .... 87 ,672.38 

. . 

$300,789.05 

The Assessor of Taxes reports that 
the estimated collection for the fiscal 
year 1921-22, during which the Busi
ness Profits Tax has not been in oper- · 
ation, is the sum of $182,050.00, 
which is an increase in income tax 
collection for the fiscal year 1921-22 

( 

over and ab.ove the average for the 
previous four years, of $106,853.00: 
The average annual Business Profits 
Tax collections for the four years dur
ing which the tax was in operation, 
was the sum of $751,325.00. The net 
result of the discontinuance of the 
Business Excess Profits Tax is a re
duction in taxation imposed directly 
on the business community of . about 
$644,000 annually. There are sub
stantial arrears outstanding in connec
tion with the Business Profits Tax. I 
regret to say that some merchants 
have refused to pay the Business Pro
fits Tax, on the ground that there was 

some technical defect in the manner in 
which the Legislature kept the Busi
ness Profits Tax Act in effect f r·om 
year to year. I have also been inform
ed. that, as a resu1* of this refusal to 
pay by certain business men, other 
business men who have paid are con
sidering making a demand upon the 
Government for the refund of certain 
amounts paid by them. A Bill has 
already been submitted to the Legisla
ture dealing with this matter, SO 
THAT THERE CAN BE NO DIS
CRIMINATION BETWEEN THOSE 
WHO DURING THE WAR MADE 
LARGE PROFITS AND PAID THEIR 
TAXATION . GLADLY AND THOSE 
OTHERS WHO DURING THE WAR 
LIKEWISE MADE LARGE PROFITS, 
BUT HAVE, UP TO THE PRESENT, 
SUCCEEDED IN EVADING PAY
MENT OF THE AMOUNTS DUE BY 
THEl\I. 

Income ·T:axes 
Resolutions have also been submit

ted to the House in reference to some 
necessary changes in the Income Tax 
law. In the matter of the collection 
of the Income Tax, the Assessor has 
been faced with substantial difficulties 
and is seeking le.gislation to make it 
possible for him to more effectively en
force the law. I have been informed 

• 
that an agitation is being developed in 
some quarters against income taxa
tion. I · can . appreciate the fact that 
Newfoundland is not used to the direct 

. form of taxation. In the past the tax;.. 
ation which has devolved upon our 
business people has been such that 
they could readily transfer it to the 
consumer by the increased cost of 
their merchandise. · Direct taxation, 
however, is not so easily transferable, 
and is also a tax the payment of which 
is directly and personally felt. Direct 
taxation in a community such as this 
has, however, certain advantageous 
f ea tu res in that the person paying that 
ta..xation is more likely to take a per-
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sonal interest in the administration of 
affairs and the expenditure of public 
funds and to co-operate with the Gov-

, ernment of the day to secure the most 
efficient administration possible. 

Fo·reign Postage 
The Minister of Posts and Tele-

graphs has brought the 9-ttention of 
the Government to the fact that the 
recognised rate of foreign . postage 
throughout the British Empire is four 
cents. This rate has recently been 
adopted by the Dominion of Canada. 
He has also called attention to the 

' 

fact that Newfoundland is unique in 
that is provides free postage for news
papers. The Minister of Posts and 
Te1egraphs has consequently recom
mended that our foreign postage be 
raised from three cents, as at present, 
to four cents, and also that a postage 
charge of one-half cent per pound on 
newspapers be levied. The four-cent 
postal rate does not affect local let
ters; it applies to foreign letters only. 
· The Minister of Posts and Tele

graphs has also called attention to the 
fact that there is a loss in income and 
also a considerable amount of trouble 
involved in the practice of putting 
postage stamps to the value of five 
cents on each local telegraph message. 
He has consequently recommended 

. that the telegraph rate in . the case of 
local telegraph messages be twenty
five cents for the first ten words, as at 
present, but that this amount shall be 
paid in cash and not as at present, 
twenty cents in cash and five cents in 
postage stamps. Such legislation as 
may be necess~ .:)' to put into effect 
these changes recommended by tne 
Minister of Posts ~~d Telegraphs will 
be submitted in due course. . 

The Minister of Finance and Cus-
toms, who is expected to r~turn from 
New York within two weeks, has un
dertaken the chairmanship of a Com
mission for the revision of the tariff. 
The Commission, which will consist of 
a total of nine members inclusive of 

· bu th the Chairman and Se.cretary, will 
iJe a bo,dy of citizens prominent!\"' 

' 
identified with the trade ·of the ·coun · 
try and as fully represe·ntative of the 
~ arious b11siness interests as possi'ble, 
'1avin.g regard to the llimited · number 
·)f members of the Committee. The 
t.:.fovernment desires ·to have ·the Com-· 
mittee sufficiently large to be reason
ably representative, but, on the oithe1 
r1and, not so large as to be unwieldy 
in its ope·rations. The wh101le questio11 
or tariff re,~ision and adjcstment will 
be s11bn1itted to this 1Committee for 
1..~ons.ideration and their recommenda
t11ons will b~ laid before the L.egisla
ture at its l~~xt session. No general 
tariff re ... organization 1is · c.onte·mplated 
pending the report of the Cimmission. 
I11 fact Sl1bstantial reductions can be 
?"1.ade only in s101 far as thr 1~eg1islature 
authoriz,eit ·corr6S-Pf)nding redu.ctions 

~. 

in the public srevices of the 1Colony. 
Newfoundland has passed through 

1nany perio,ds of sever·e depression·, 
some 1n ucl1 more depressing and sev
ere than that of tl'1e present year -Th,e 
Ct)lony b~.R alwa·;s rapidlv · recovered 
frnm these periods and bets rise·n to a 
·s·reater .height of pr·osperity and sue. 
cess than r;xisted pri·o·r to the depres· 
sion. I have no reaJson to believe the 
~eneration of to-day has Ies.s b:u·01Y• 
a11cy~ less industry, less Jnt~grity and. 
less enterprise th,an those who have 
fJl'Oce·eded us.. I am firmly convinced 
fJ1at the sons of · to-day are not inf er10>. 
In the essential qualities of manhood 
tel the,ir si1·es O'iI yesterday; and I feel 
satisfied that our people will rally 
fr,o·m the depres.sion and ·cons·equent 
despenden·CY of the present · and im-
111 ed~iate· past to a sounder and motE:. 
s·ticcessful business development than 
t·11e past has recorded. 

For the information ·Of the H1011se, l 

Gubmit a comparative table showing 
quantities and values of agriicultural 
uroducts for the years 19·01., 1911 and 
1921 The de·velopment during this 
period of t'venty years has been su.b· 
st.antial. ·~~he total values for tht. 
years stated a.re as follows: 

• 
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1901 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,830,925.55 
1911 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 ,137 ,238.25 
lff 21 . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .J~,252,090.37 . 

The following is a statement of the 
public debt of the Colony: 
Gross Public Debt on 

• 

July 1, 1920 ............ $43,033,035.60 
To which was added 

under the Loan, 12th 
George V., Cap. 2, 
raised in 1921 .... ........ 6,000,000.00 

And under the Conver- · 
sion Act .... .... .... -------- 32.00 

And Bond under 5th Ed. 
VI I., Cap. 1, amount-
• 1ng to .... .... .... .... . ... 

Making the gross Fund
ed Public Debt as at 
June 30, 1921, the 

1,000.00 

sum of .................... $49,034,067.60 

'f o obtain the net funded deht of the 
Colony, it is necessary to make the 
following deductions: 
Due by the St. John's 

Municipal Council 
(pld debt) ................ $ 1~429,631.22 

For the redemption of 
the Municipal Coun
cil'.s floating debt to 
the Royal Bank of 
Canada (Loan 1921) .. 

Making a total indebt
edness of the Muni-
cipal Council . to thy 

464,828.00 

Government, of .... . ... $ 1,894,459.22 
Script . of the Harbor 

Grace Water Company 
held by the Govern
ment, amounting to .... 

Amount paid off by the 
operation of the Sink-
ing Fuind established 
under 56 Vic. Cap. 13 

Imperial Treasury Bonds 
and Cash held in re-
duction of the 1895 
debt by Glyn, Mills, 

13,700.00 

993,485.10 

Currie & Co. .... . ...... . 202,197.00 

$ 3, 103,841.32 

• 

Leaving the ~et funded 
debt as on the 30th 
June, 1921, at the 
sum of .... ...... ...... . ... $45,930,22·6.28 

Add the Loan author-
ized at this session.... 6,000,000.00 

Making the net funded 
debt as at the 30th 
June, 1922 .... ...... . ... $51,930,226.28 

· In explanation of the item ref erring 
to the investment by Glyn, Mills, 
Currie & Company in Imperial Treas
ury Bonds and the cash held by them, . 
I would. point . out that our London 
Agents have for some time past been 

, unable to purchase in the London 
market a sufficient quantity of New
foundland four per cent. bonds of the 
1895 Loan for the investment of the . . 

whole of the funds available for the 
purchase of these bonds under the 
Sinking Fund provision. In accord
ance with the terms of their agree
ment with the Newfoundland Govern
ment, they have consequeµtly invested 
a certain portion of the money which · 
they hold to the credit of the Govern
ment on account of this Fund, in Im
perial Treasury Bonds, with a small . 
credit balance in cash which is avail
able for the purchase of any bonds 
which they may find it possible to se
cure from time to time. 

I :;tppend hereto for the information 
of the Committee the following com
parative statements in tabular form: 

(a) Statement of revenue showing 
the various heads under which the 
revenue is secured, covering a ten
year period. 

(b) Life Insurance Statistics cover
ing a period of ten years. 

(c) Savings' Bank Deposits cover
ing a period of ten years. 

( d) Comparative return of agricul
tural products as at 190.1, 1911, and 
1921. 

( e) Comparative statement of Im
ports and Exports for a period of ten 
years. 
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RETURN OF A·GRICULTTJRAL PRODUCTS AS COMPILED FROM iI'Hl'1 
CE"NSUS TAKEN IN 1901. 

Wl1eat & Barley, 824 Bus . at 55c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oats, 10,773 Bus. at 55c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . 
Hay, 53,867 Tons at $17 .00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Potatoes, 5·~1,590 Br ls. at $1.40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Turnipc:;, 65,527 Brls. at $1.30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . : . . . 
Other Root Crops, 3,560 Erls. at $1.30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• 

Cabbages, 12,933,792 head_s ~t 5c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . 

• • 

• • 

·• . 
• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Horses, 8,851. at $70.00 . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~fi!ch Cows, 14·,160 at $35.{J,_ . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
0th.er Horned Cattle, 18 .599 at $35.00 • . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . 
Sheep, 78,031 at $5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . • . · . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . . 

• • 

• • 

• • 

s,vine 34,676 at $10.00 . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . • ol • ' • • • • • • • • • • 

Goats, 17,307 at $5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . 
Poul' ry, Z!&6)969 at 30c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . . . . . . . . . ... 
Cattle Killed for Food, 7 ,15 at $35.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 

8heep Killed for Food, 23,590 at $5.00 . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 
Pigs Kille·d for Food, 17 ,658 at $10.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Butter made, 673,97 4 lbs. at 25c. . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . 
Wool, 199,377 lbs. at 20c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • ·. . . . . 

llE1~URN OF AGRIClJI./l~lJRAL PRODUCTS AS COMPILED 
Cl~NSUS TAKEN IN 1911. 

. . $ 453.20 

• • 5,9.25.15 

• • 915,739;.001 

• • 758,226.0<) 

• • 85,185.00 

• • 4,62S.(t0 

• • 646,68q.oo 

• • 619,570.00 

• • 495,600.00 

• • 650,965.00 

• • 390,155.00 

• • 346,760.00 

• • 86,035:.oo 

• • 62,090.70 

• • 259,525.oq 

• • 117,950.00 

• • 176,560.00 

• • 168,493.50 

• • 39,875.40 
. 

--i 
$6,830,925.55 

FROM THl<J 
\ 
• 

Oats, 10,752 bushels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . $ 7,410.0~ 

Hay, 59,845 tons . . . . 1 . • • • • • • • • • • • ·•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 972,977.00 
Potatc>es, .-501,038' brls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . 892,195.00 
Turnips, 77 ,327 brls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 92_,278.00; 
Other Root Crops, 3,514 brls. . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

/ 
. . 9,662.00 

Cabbages, 11,649,540 heads . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . • . . . . 371,414.00 
Fruits, 31,1o3 gals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . 12,042.0[l 
Horses, 13,288 at $70.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 930,160.00 
Cu,1ts, 18,196 atJ $35.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 636,860.00 

. Other horned cattle, 9,587 at $35.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 335,545.00 
Sheep, 75,4Z9 at $5.00 . .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 377,195.00 
Swine·, J.9,319 at $10.00 . . . . . . . • . . . . . ~ . ~ . .. . • • • . • . . . . . . 193,190.00 
Goats. 14,652 at $5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • • • • . . • 73,260.00 
Poultry,;' .~04, 732 lat 20Q. per lb. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 91,419.60 

. Milk produced, 3,363,10 galls. at 40c. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . 1,345,240.80 
Wflols, 199,638 lbs. at 20c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,927.60 
Eggs, 1,013,149 dozen at 25c.- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253,287.25 
Cattle killed for food, 8,445 at $35.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295,575.00 
Shef\p killed for food, 25,008 art $5.00 . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • 125,.040.00 
S'vine killed for food, 8,256 at $10.00 . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 82,560.00 

$7 ,137 ,238.25, 
RETURN OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, AS COMPILED FROM THE 

CENSUS TAKEN IN 1921. 
Oats, 8,883 at $1.00 .................................... ~-·· ................ $ 8,883.00 
Hay, 50,411 tons, at $52.00 ................................................ 2,621,372.00 

f 

• 

l 
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1,608,268.50 
191,720.25 

15,968.82 
343,699.15 I 

31,304.00 
1,569,900.00 
1,442,320.00 

766,960.00 

Potatoes, 536,089 ~ brls., at $3.00 .... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... . .. . 
Turnips, 63,906% brls., at $3.00 .... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... . .. . 
Other Root Crops, 3,548-5/8, at $4.50 ...................... ............. -... . 
Cabbages, ,6,873,983 hds., at 5 cents .... ~-·· ............................ . 
Fruit, 31,304 galls., at $1.00 .................................................. . 
Horses, 15,699 head, at $100.00 ......................................... . . . 
Cows, 18,029 head, at $80.00 ................................ . ··-- ................. . 
Other Horned Cattle, 9,587 head, at $80.00 ............................... . 
Sheep, 86,063 head, at $15.00 .... .... .... ..... ..... .... .... .... .... .... . .. .. 1,290,945.00 

346,100.00 
142,350.00 
270,826.80 

Swine, 13,844 head, at $25.00 .............................................. . 
Goats, 14,235 head, at $10.00 ............................................ .. 
Poultry, 225,689, at $1.20 per hd., ......................................... . 
Milk, 3,049,556 galls., at 60 cents ...... .... .... .... ..... .... ..... .... . .. . 1,829, 733.60 
Wool, 215,078 lbs., at 15 cents ............................................. . 32,261.85 

476,702.40 
613,040.00 
411,285.00 
238,450.00 

Eggs, 794,504 doz., at 60 cents .... .... ..... . ... · .... .... .... .... ..... . .. . 
Cattle killed for food, 7,663 head, at $80.00 ......................... . 
Sheep killed for food, 27,419 head, at $15.00 .......................... . 
Pigs killed for food, 9,538 nead, at $25.00 ........................... . 

H,ON. PRIMID MINISTER:-! beg to 
table the f.o,llowing reply to question 
of Sir M. P. ·Cas1hin, No. 13, on the 01 
der · Pape,r of d~te March 29th., 1922. 

1There is owed to the Colony .by the 
Dominion Iron and Steel 1Company, 
the sum of $6·0,818,87, in re.sipect of 
the extra tax on Iron Ore exported by 
then: from Bell lsla.nd during the 
year 1920. The ordinary tax for that 
year ha.s been paid, a:s, well as the full 
tax for 1921. 

In view of financial con,ditio,ns, the 
Company requested that the Govern··· 
ment W·OUld permit them to defe.r pa) 
ment i01f the said a.mount of extra t84X 
'for 1920, until the month o·f May next, 
which req ue·st, after ·careful co·nsider 
ation, was ac,ceded to. 

HON THE PRIME MINISTE:R:-1 
· beg to table the following reply ito 

que.stion No. 1, 10rder Paper, We·dnes
day, Marc·h 29th .. , 1922-Mr. Bennett. 

1. The cable·gram which formed the 
\lasis of the bid of the . Dominion Se'"' 
curities· Corporati·o,n, Ltd., was the 
same cablegram which formed the bo
~is of all other bids. It was filed at 
the offf.ce of the Anglo America)Il Tele
~r,aph Company for transmis;s1ion to 

i 
$14,252,090.37 

. the Do1minion Securitie·; 1Corpor~tion 

Ltd., Montreal, at the same time that 
the same message was filed for trans 
missio·n to all othe·r hous1e1S1. Wiithin 
a,n hour · 0 1f the filing ,of the me·ssag·e·s 
at the office of the Anglo American 
T'elegr~ph Company copies we.re de
livered in St. John's at the Bank of 
Montreal, Bank of Nova Scotia, c ·an
adia.n Ba,nk o·f Commerce·, and 1the 
.Royal Bank of ·C·~nada, and to .all the 

' 
loical represe;ntative1s o,f Messr,s1. John-
so.n & Ward and th.e D1ominion Se·cur
itie·s Corporation -Ltd. T'hat telegraph 
messag'e was tabled so1me days ago, 
an.d reads as follows : "Newfoundland 
Go1vernment has decided t .o s·u,bmit . to 
:Legislature at s·ession whic:h o.pe,ns, on 
·the 14th.. in.st., a Bill authorising a 
loan of six m.illio·n dollars, being five 
an.d a half per cent , twenty year 
bond·S·, principal and inte·rest payab,le 

I 

at p~ in New York, Lon.do1n, Tbronto 
and ,st. John's'. 'Bonds will be dated 
March first, nineteen twenty-two. 
First interest co·upon will be for four 
months interes;t payable July first next 
Su,bsequent interest ·payable by coup
,on on th.e seco·nd of January an.d th.e 
first of July of ~ach ye.ar of currency 
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of bonds1. Interim certificates cannot 
be issue·d until Bill h.as passe·d L.egis
lature and .been fo,rmally a.s:s.ented to. 
The approximate date at which that 
may be1 expected is judged to be Ap
ril fifth. If you desire to make b.id 
'kindly do so before noon on Monday 
the thirte1enth of March. Bid should 
be stated in New York funds. Pro
ceeds of sale of bonds together with 
accrued interest thereo·n from Ma.rch 
first, nineteen twe.nty-itwo·, to be paid 
to the 0 1rder o.f ~he Newfoundland Gov 
ernme.nt in Ne.w York on the delivery 
in New York of interim certificates. 

Definitive .bo·nds will b·e ready for de
livery about first of June. Govern
ment does not bind itself to accept 

. the highes1t or ~ny bid. · 
/ 

1 2. The sealed tenders w.ere taken 
, from the Colonial Secreta.ry's · Office 

·,vaults by the De,puty 1Colonial Se.cre
:tary on Mar:ch 15th., and we·re, h.anded 
to me. They were ope·ned by me in 
ithe presen1ce o.f the Minister of Fin-. . 
ance and 1Customs. As soon the.re.after 
a~ convenient I got in tou:ch with Mr. 

1
. McLeo1d, re·pr_~se·ntative of Me·s1srs 
Johnston & Ward, and told him ithat 
his bid for $99.19 was the· highest, that 
I accepted it, and inquired whether 
the bid w.as· a firm one and if the loa11 
could be re~arde·d as sold. I as'ked 
him ,to call at my office the follo,ving 

· mor·ning, so that the formal memo.r
andum ·might be signed. jMr. McL·eod 
replied th.at he had re.ceived a mess
a.ge fro·m his princ.ipals, which he re
peated to me over the telephon.e ,and 
which iS' . the message re1ferre·d to by 
Mr. McLeod in his letter of · Ma.rch 
f 6th.: "Our bid was for immediate ac 
ceptance or refusal .as ·Government 

-'delaying bid ·must .be 1con.sidered sub-
ject.'' M.r. McLeod said he would .have 

' 

to get the bid co·nfirmed by his prtn 
cipals bef,ore he could close. · 

3. The Johnston & Ward tender was 
accepted, but, as alrea.dy stated, when 
I telephone·d Mr. McLeod he stated it 
would b.e nec.e·ssiary for h.im to h.ave 
the figures confirmed before he was 

prepared to sign any documents which 
·w1o·uld bind his principals to an abs:ol
ute purcha.se of the Io.an at .that fig
ure. '!"'enders were · not 0 1pe·ned and 
known for at least forty-eight hour& 
before the 1Johnston & Ward teinder 
was withdrawn. Mr. M·cLeod, of the 
firm of Jo,hnston . & Ward, wa,s com
muni.cate·d with by me a.s soon as I . 
could · ge,t in touch with him. a.fter· the 
op.enin,g of the tende,rs. I gave Mr. Mc.
Leod until a.Lternoon ·of the· following 
dCl\Y to get in touch with his ;princip
als, in the hope that h.e wo·uld close 

I ' 

· a.t that figu.re. 
The Domin.ion Seicurities te·nde·r 98.-

763, is the ->amo·unt, which, together 
;with accrued in.tere·st on the .bonds 
• 

from the first of March, 1922, must be 
paid by :the Dominion Se.cu.ritie·s Cor
poration, Ltd .. , in New York funds to 
the credit of the Newf,oundand Gov-

• ernn1ent at the Newfoundand Gov·ern-
~ent's bankers in New York City, 
natmely, to the Bank of Montreal, on 
the d·elivery · to them of the usual 
signed Interim Certificates . re.present
ing the six million dollar loan. T'h.ese 
certifi.cates cannot be signed until the 
r .... 0 1a.n Bill has been form.ally assente1 

/ 

to by His ExcellencJ· th·e Governor. 
The Minister of Finance & Customs is 
now in New York. When th.e Bill has 
been f,ormally asse11ted to, I will 
cable him that that has been done. Ife 
will the1n siign the Interim Certifi
cates and the certificates will be ex
changed fo-r the money. 

The Dominion Secu.ritie·s, as the 
;purchasers of these bonds, have to 
\lay their own expense 31s purchasers. 
The Newfoundland Government, as 
vend·ors, hav.e to pay all their expen
ses as vendors. If ,by "e·xpe1nses" my 
honourable friend means fees to soli
citors of th.e purchasers for advice as 

' 
to the legality of the loaln, perusing 
and passing the necessary documents, 
expenses ·o.f representative of the Do-, : 

minion Securities visiting Ne.wfo·und-
land, etc., these are pur1chaser's ex
penses, with which the 1Gove·rnment 

/ 



• 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 225 

has nothing to do. Certainly the ex
penses of the . Government, · cost of . 
tele·graph me,ssages1, expens'es of Mr. 
Brownrig.g visiting New York, these 
are Governme·nt expenses, with which 
the Dominion Se·c.urities Corporation 
h·as nothing to do. 

It is not possible to state what will 
be the exact net proce,eds · to th.e Tr·e~ 
sury, but they will b·e mad·e up as fol
lows:: . ·The purchase price of the 
bonds in New York funds dep.osited 
in th,e Bank of Montreal, ew Yor.k at 

. ' 
the rate of 98, 763, together wit;h ii1-
terest at the raie of five and a h.alt 
per cent from the first day of Ma.rch, 
1922, u.p to the date of the deposit. 
That total sum of mone.y will then 
be tr·ansferr.ed to the Bank of Mon
tr·eal, St . . John's, and to it ·will be add 
ed ·such sum as ma)r be. ga!ined ther·e
on by virtue of prevalent e·xchan.ge 
l'aites. As against tl1at am,ount there 
will be the e·xpenses of the Newfound 
land ,Government in connection with 
the flotation of the lo1an, cost of ca.ble·s 
. printing of b1o·nds, ~nd such other doL 

'i umen1ts, if any, as 'may be necessary. 
No Commission o,r Dis.count is p.ay
able to the Dominion Securities, or to 
any other firm O·r person in connec· 
tio,n with the transaction:. The sum 
Qf $98.763 ts net New York funds. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

i\t!ONDAY, April 10th, 1922 
The House met at three of the 

clock in the afternoon pursuant · to 
adjournment. 

NOTICE OF QUESTION. 
SIR M. P. CASI-IIN asked Hon. the 

Prime Minister, in the absence of 
I-Ion. the· Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, to lay on the table a statement, 
certi:Q.ed by the Auditor-General or 
his Deputy, of the actual Custom~ 

Revenue for the nine months ended 
·on Friday last March 31st, and on the 
sameJ date in 1921 and 1920; and a.lso 

• 

of his estimate of the customs Re~-
enue for the three m.onths ending on 

r 

June 30th, and the actual Customs 
Rever1ue for the same period in the 
last two fiscal ye.ars .. 

HON. THE PRIME. MINISTER-I 
have the statement here, but it is not 
pret certified as some pap.ers from the 
Auditor-General's office are not t ye 
do,vn. 

SIR l\tI. P. CA,SHIN asked I-Ion. the 
Prim.e Minister, if the Gov·ernor, the 
Judges and other officials, or any of 
them have been relievedl from the re
duction in salaries decided upon last 
year, and if so, to give the names of 
the officials so relieved and the reas
on fov gra.nting the1n the same. 

N' one of the Salaries rererret't to 
11a ve been relieved fro1n the reduction 
as provided by the Act Respecting the 
Sa.laries of Civil Servants, passed at 
the last session of the Legislature. 

HON. MIN. OF' .JUSTICE-All the 
police and firemen with less thah 
$1500 were exempted last year under 
tl1e Act p·assed by the House because 
t11ey had not the per centage ir1crease 
fro1n time, to ti1ne, but a specified 
a1nount was fixed for them and was 
not added to when the last increase 
wa.s made. As to the Inspector-Gen
eral; no; he came under the Act. 

MR. MOOR.E ask8d Hon. tb.e Pri1ne 
l\Iinister, in the absence of Hon. the 
l\finister .of Finance and Customs, to 
state the amount of Pension now be
ing paid to the retired Superintendent 
of Constabulary a11d llOW it compares 
with salary received before retire
ment. 

HON THE PRil\tIE MINISTER-The 
amount paid Supt. Grimes is $1837.50 
being in accordance with the regular 
pension scheme of three-quarter of 
the salary. The Constabulary · have 
their regular scheme and he was pen-
·'. sioned accordinglJ1• His salary was 
$2450 and perquisites. 

MR. BENNETT-The scheme was 
graded on the amount of salary and 
perquisites. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-In 
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the case of the late Inspector Sulli
van, he had a house and perquisites. 
Supt. Grim.es also had a house. 

MR. HIGGINS-If every man who 
got a pension deserved it as much as 
lVIr. Grimes everything woulcl be al
right. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister, in the absence of Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Customs to 
table, a list of employees of! the Con
troller's Department and the amount 
of salaries pa.id in each ca:5e. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
have asked for the information. 

MR. :MOORE asked Hon. thP Prin1e 
Minister, in the absence of Hon. the 

• 
Min. of Agric.ultu.re an.d M'ines-(1) 
vVho owns the Quarry on the South
side Hills, from which st~ne is no?' 
being taken; (2), How much per ton 
is being paid for said stone; (3), How 
many tons have been quarried to date. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER--Mr 
C. Lester owns the quarry and is giv
ing the stone free. Some 1362 tons 
ha.ve been quarried to-date. 

MR. MaeDONNELL asked Ho11. the 
Prime Minister to lay on the table of 
the House ~ statement, as· per dis
tricts, showing-(a). The. total amount 
advanced by the Government for fish .. 
ery supplies; (b), Th·e amount plac
ed to the credit of Inspector O'Reilly 
which was not expended; ( c) The re
turns to the Government giving 
names of firms or individuals i\rho re
ceived allocations. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
That has been ref erred to Inspector 
O'Reilly who is preparing a state
ment. 

MR. MacDONNE1LL asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, i11 the absence of 
Hon. the Minister of Marine a.nd Flsh 
eries, to furnish as per Electoral 
Districts details of the amount of 
$127 ,482.16 as given in answer to 
question 17 March 19th, 1922. 
· HON. THE PRIME . MINISTER--I 
have asked l\fr. Goodridge, but ha.ve. 

not yet received the reply and ,vill 
ta.hie it as soon as received. 

MR. MacDONNELL asked the !\fin .. 
ister of Public Works to furnish as 
per Electoral Districts rletails of the 
amount of $1,60!J,750.46 ~xpende1 last 
year as stated in answer to quest1on 
16 March 10th, 1922. 

MR. M.acDONN.ELL-I would like 
to withdraw that question as I u11der
stand t11<J answer woul"l <~ntail too 
111uch clerir fll ;v(lrk. 

MR. BENNETT asked the Minister . . 
of Shipping to table a detailed state-
ment of the cost of fitting out tl1e S. 
S. "Lobelia" for the I"abrador since 
las·t fall, stating the numb.er of trips 
made, with the returns or earnings 
for each trip. 

MIN. OF SHIPPING-I beg to table: 
the reply. 

MR. W AI"SH asked I-Ion. tl1e Prin1e 
Minister, if it is the intentio11 of the 
G·overnment, at the present se.ssio11, 
to grant the Old Age· Pe,nsio11 to t11ose 
old gentlemen whose applications are 
on file in the office of the Clerk in 
cl1arge of this work. 

HON. THE PRIME 1M1INISTER:
The Government regrets that they 
\Vill not be a.ble to increase the Old 
Age Pensions this year. 1.,he pres · 
ent vote is $92,000. 

I . 

MR. MacDONNELL--Is there a.rry 
arran.gement by which the districts 
get a per capita share. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
It is supposed to be divided per ca-

•• J)Ita,. 

Pursuant to notice, and leave gra11t 
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Minis
ter of Justice, the Bill ~o an1end the 
tlltdicature Act was introduced a11d 
read a first time, and it was ordered 
1that it be read a second time on t(l-

I 

morrow. / 
Pursuant to order and on motit111 

cf Hon. th.e Minister of Justice, the 
' .. 
ar.aendments sent down by the J-'egfs
lative Council jn and upon the BilL 
sent up entitled ''An Act for the Pr~-

• 



• , 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 227 

tection of Neglected, Depe11dent, and 
J)elinquent Children" were read a se
c1Jnd . time and concurred in, and It 
was ordered that a messa.ge be se·nt 
to the Legislative Council acquai11t
ir1g that body that the House of As
St.'mbly had agreed to the saicI &tnend-
1nents without a.mendment. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Pri!lle Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on Ways and Means. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

n1ittee. 
Mr. Speal{er resumed the Chatr. . " 
The Chairman from the Com1nittee 

• 
reported that they had considered the 
.matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, a.nd asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this re.port was received 
a11d adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Con1mittee ha.ve leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
c1f Hon. the Minister of J11stice, the 
IIouse resolved itself into a Commit .. . 
tee of the Whole to c1onsider the Bill 
entitled ''An Act to Amend the Bus-
iness Profits Tax Acts. 1917-1.920." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Jones toolr the Chair of Com ... 
n1ittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they . had considered the 
matter to them re.ferred, and had pas
sed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion this Rep1ort was receiv-
ed and adopted, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a third 
time on to-morrow. , 

Pursuant to .order, a.nd on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Amen.d Cap. 
85 of the Consolidated Statutes, en ... 
titled "Of the Central and Harbor 
Grace District Courts" was read a. 

I 

second time, and it was ordered that 

it be referred to a Committee of tl1e .,,.. 

Whole House on to-morrow. 
The remaining Or_ders of the Da)" 

were def erred. 
Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Qt1estion 
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice ot 

Question. 
Mr. Walsh gave Notice.. of Question. 
Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question. 

I I 

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of 
Question. 

Mr. Sinnott gave Notice of Question 
Mr. Vinnicombe gave Notice of 

Question. 
It was moved and seconded that 

when :the House rises, it adjourn un
til to-morrow afternoon at three of 
the clock. 

The Hol1se then adjourned accora
ingly. 

TlJESDA Y, April 11th., 1922 . . 
' 

The House met at three of the 
clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Petitions were presented by Mr. 
'. Moore from Bay Bulls, re Road. 
' 

MR. WAT..1SII asked Hon. the Prime 
lYiinister, in the absence of the Hon. 
the Minister of li"inance and Custome 
for details of the amount p·aid one 
Dewer Marshali passage and expenses 
($230.00) a.s contained in the Contin ... 
gencies Account 1921-22. 

HON. rrHE PRIME MINISTER.
I will get the information on that 
matter. I have no personal know~ 

ledge. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister, in the absence of Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Custo1ns to 
·table a detailed statement of travell
ing expenses of 011e L. l\'I. Saunders 
amounting to $850.00 as contained in 
Contingencies Account 1921-22 and 
to state who L. M. Saunders is. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER--L. 
M. Saunders is th.e Miss L. M. Saun
ders on the staff at the Colonial Sec ... 
retary's Office. The $850.0·0 was ex .. 
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penses incurred in connection with 
public business c)f the Colony. 

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister, in the · absence of Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Customs to 
table details of the amou11t of $500.00 
for services paid W. H. Duder account 
of adju.siting .Wa~· Claims., as co·ntaine·d 
in the Continge·ncies Account of 1921-
22. 

HON. THE PRIME: MINISTER
! will secure the information 1n an
swer to that question. I have no per
sonal knowledge. 

MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence o'f 

I 

Hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish.-
eries-(1) What amounts if any were 
transferred last year to the Depart
ment of Marine and Fisheries, St. 
George's District from the Depart
ment of Public Works; (2) How waa 
SlICh amount, if any, allocated. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
will get that information from the 

.Minister of Marine and Fishery De-, 

partment. 
MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. the 

·Prime Minister-(1) Have tl1e Census 
returns f 1or the .Dominion b·een re
ceived; (2) Shall a final analysis of 

· the same be furn.ished to the. House 
during the present ses~ion. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
Yes, the Census returns have been 
recetved. The officials are compiling 
same at present, they a.re not quite 
ready yet. The final analysis will be 
tabled before the House closes. 

lVfR. MacDONNEI"I.4 asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister if it is the intention 
of the government to appoint a Minis
ter of Marine and Fisheries before 
the session closes. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIST:IDR-No, 
there is no intention on the part ·or 
the present administration to make 
ai1y change in the Department. There , 
has been no change since the pres
ent administration took charge. , 

MR. SINNOTT asked llon. the 

Prime Minister if the materlals re
presented in the Inventory for which 
the Reid Company, according to an 
ans~rer furnished here· last wee·k owes 
the Colony $285,000, are still in the 
• • 
possess1~on of the Reid Company, or 
if any P10rtion, of them is, and if not 
.where are. they. Also, is it correct 
that these materials, or any of them, 
have been re-sold by the Reid Com
pany to the Governm.ent, and if so 
to what amount; and in such, case has 
the Government paid the Reid Com
pany cash for the same, and if so, 
why did the Government sell these 
materials for the Reid Company on 
credit and buy them back from the 
Reid Company for (lash. 

HON. THE PRIME lVIINISTE.R-1 
shall ask Mr. Hall, Secretary of the 
Railway Commission for that informa-
tion. / 

MR. VINICOMBE asked Hon. the 
\Prime M.inister if the warship "Cam
brian" is being retained here at the 
instance of the Government on the 
ground that there is danger ·of riot 
a11d disturbance, and if so, how long 
it is intended to retain the ship for 
this purpose, and if it is also intend
ed, as soon as she leaves, to llave an
other warship come here to replace 
her, or is it .the intention of the Gov
ernment to cope " 1ith any distur
La11ces tha.t inay arise by means of tl1e 
~Horse Police. 
' ' ' 

HON. THE PRIME niIINISTER.-
T'he warship "1Cambrian" has· not 
been detain.ed in port by the Govern
ment. As to whether another will 
come when she leaves I have no • 

knowle·dge, that w~ll · be a · matter for 
the Admiral of the fleet. 

MR. MOORE-Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
call the Prime Minister's attention to 
question No. 4, Order pap·er, March , 
31st. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-
You asked that yesterday. I will find 
out from Mr. Hall by telephone thts 
afternoon, if I get a chance. 

\ 

.. 
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Pursuant to order and Ol1 motion 
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to amendf the Busin
ess Profits Tax Acts, 1917-1920" was 
read a third time and passed, and it 
was ordered that it be engrossed, be
ing entitled as above, and that it be 
sent to the Legislati,re Council 'vith 
a message requesting the co11cur
rence of that· body in its provisio11s. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion ot 
Hon. the Prime Ministe·r, the House 
!resolved itself into a Committee of 

' 
tl1e Whole on Ways and Means. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Con1-
mittee. 

MR. BENN~JTT-Mr. Chairman, l 
think it only fair for the me,mbers 

1 

sitting on this side of the House to 
express their thanks for the courtesy 
of the Prime Minister in deferring 
tl1e debate on Wavs and Means from \ . ' 

Wednesday to Monday. 

We have listened to the Leader of 
the Opposition giving a very fair 
criticis1n of the Bl1dget an<l the 
Speech in connection therewith. Sir 
lVIichael Cashin is in a position to 
speal{ with good authority on "uch 
matters of importanee · to this coun
try. He has as heretofore evinced a 
knowledge on sucl1 matters which I 
111ake bo1 d to state if:l not excelled by 
any other person in this community. 
The financial pos·ition of this country 
is so serious as to make us view it 
from a critical and a,rt in1partial 
standpoint. It calls upon every man 
in this House to do his utmost on be
h.alf of those who sent him here1 • • The 
members on this side of the House 
during t11e past two sessions hav·e 
frequently drawn the attention of the 
government to the wanton extrava
gance, to the catastrophe which they 
are approaching. The leader of the 
Opposition struck a note of warning 
a,s to what would happen if tl1is con
dition of affairs was allowed. to co11-
tin ue. For our pains we were called 

Blue-Ruinists, 've were charged with 
hampering trade and ruining tl1e 
standing of this country abroac1. I 
say Mr. Chairman1 that every man is 
as tru~ to his country on this side of 
the House as those on· the government 
benches or more so. It is all very 
we11 for people on Water Street to 
say we are unfair because they 11ave 
,sympathy for this government. 

' 

It has been said by a late lamented 
member of the lTpper House that be
fore the end of Map 1922 Newfound
land would be suffering from finan
cial paralysis. His words "Tere ·pro
phetic. She is dying from it to-day 
and has been so suffering for the past 
t ·welve months. If it was not for the 

I 

1noney brot1ght in from outside she 
would have collap·sed long since .. 

A frie.nd of mine said the other day 
when he heard the speech on the Bud 
get that the Prime l\finister was great 
on figures and I sa.id yes, he is like 
·a Japanese juggler, it is a case of 
now you see it, and now you don.'t. 
Black is white and white is black. I 
' 
have seen sp·eeches and I have gone 
through a few of them, but I cannot 
understand this one. Here is your 
Budget with all your deductions and 
j11gglings, reductions and curtailments 
and I state. emphatically that there is . 
not on the· whole proof of the saving 
of one dollar. What about your sav
ings for 1920·-21? You have tried to 
show us a sa.ving in your own jugg
ling way, but I have gone through it 
a.nd cannot find anything as represent 

I 

- ed by you. -y-ou have transferred 
from one column to another, debit to 
the credit a.nd so on until it is impos·-" 
sible for anyo.ne to understand your 

· twistings. The Prime Minister in the 
' 
'speech from the Throne said he had 

)' 

a surplus last Ju11e when he had a 
·aeficit of about two 1nillion and a 
I 

half dollars. It vta.s impossible to 
l 

have a surplus, and yet he has the 
g·aII to say he had one, and his fol-,, 
lowers believe it, but we over here 

• 

• 

• 
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did not sw·allow his statement. It 
was only put in to deceive the public 
and to send around the country. Tl1e 
Prime Minister would have been in
finitely more respected if he· had been 
more ope.n and .honest. 

In the Estimate set forth in the 
Budget the Prime Minister attem.pts 
to show a surplus of about $280,000. 
His estimate of the re·venue is $8,903,-
803.00, while his estimates of exp.en
cliture total $8,879.,442. That only 
ileaves a balance of $24,361.00. Now 
where the surplus of $280,000 is com
ing from I fail to see. 

' 
Now, Mr. Chairman, we have had 

furnished us in addition to that state
me.nt a sheet showing a further ex
penditure of $600,000·.00. I subn1it, 
Mr. Chairman that that should .be in.
eluded in th,e estimates. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-Pardon me it is in there now. Tak.e 
the shipping department, there is an 
. additional v.ote of $10,000, take·n in 
that depa.rtment to inake up for the 
a1nount . required in supplemP-ntary 
supply; take also the Controller's de
partment, it cost $360,000, but we got 
$480,000, and then the value of stock 
on. ha.nd at the end of e·ach year. · 

MR . . BENNETT-Yes, this stock 
might vary considerably in value or 
amounts and there is no way in show
ing ho"r the department stood for the 
year just closed, and shovr a further 
' . 
credit balance of another $100,000 or 
otherwise. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-Yes, but the $600,000 is not extra, 
it is taken in account in the estimates 
You will find it in page 4. 

MR. BENNETT-I thank the Prime 
Minister for the explanation. That 
$634,000 covers sup·plemental supply. 
but he cann.ot get away from the fact 
that he is charging money in to the 
Loan Account, which should not be 
there. 'The b~lance of th<1 Reid Nfld. 
Co. for rail way purposes and the 
amount provided for Able Body Poor 

Relief all goes into the Loan account, 
mean·ing in all $1,181),0001 which real
ly should be charged to current ex
pend.i tures. If the railway is .goi11g to 
'continue to be a debt, and a 1nill
stone to our finances it must be pro
vided for in the Estimates annually. 
I submit that this is not a fair state
ment for when the Prime l\I'inister 
make·s no provision for the Rail way 
in the Estimates, but draws upon the 
New Lo·an with its u.pkeep, makes his 
Budget a notorio·u.s piece of false fi
nancing, s·imilar to his wrecked pro
phesies of the last Estimates. I wish 
he could explain last year's deficit as 
plainly as he seems to 'be able to ex
plain this years. 

Last year the deficit was $2,500,000 
And now he talks of cutting two mil
lion of our Expenditures. I would 
like to know how that can !'O~stbly be 
accomplished-only by manip·ulating 
~nd juggling with figures and cl1arg
ing certain things to the public debt . 
when the.y should be in the Estimates 
You have not cut down the Public 
Service. Go through the Estimates 
and you will find every department ov 
erdra wn, and we are asked to accept 
the statement that he saved two mil
lion d·ollars to the colony this year. 
Like his other statements all covered 
over, camouflaged, twisted and mis-• 
represented. And again he says he is 
going to have a balance in the Trust . 
account on the 30th of June i1ext, and 
appeals to th~ Lea,der of the Opposi
tion to bear hin1 out. By looking up 
the Public Acc·ounts we find that for 
the year ending on tl1e last of June 
1921 the Public Expenditures amount
ed to some $10,439,000 and in the face 
of that the Prime Minister tells us 
that he is running the country this 
year for a little over eight millions, 
or a difference of tw·o million d6llars 
in round figures. I would like to have 
him explain ho~ ·he is going to do it; 

·Can any one possible believe it. I 

·can't, and Sir Michael Cashin, v.rho 

• 

) 
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has been Finance Minister for twelve 
years and who is an auth.ority\ on Fi
nance· matters in Newtoundland can't 

' 

see how ~t .is to be done. It is noth-
ing more than an absolute twisting or 
figures to hide up the true state or 
tl1e country's affairs. Is one to 'im-, 
agine that the Board of Trade wo11ld , 
be alarmed to-day' or convene a meet
ing for the· discussion of the condition 

l 

.of the country and pass urgent reso-
lutions and recommendations to the 

i Prime Minister if they saw that ev
erything in N e·w'foundland ·was as well . 

· as he mal{e.s it out to be. I attended 
:. that meeting as a private citizen, and 
'because I was interested in. the affairs 
of the country. I did not a.t.tend in 
any partisan spirit, but sim.ply to hear 
whait bthers were saying of the exist
ing state of affairs, and because I 
thought th~t only we up here oi the 
House of Assembly were at all con
cerned. But the public were there to 
such an extent that tb.e r·oom was 
full and ·many mo·re were .barred out 
and where ever they could hear 
showing that they were con
cerned a1nd alarmed over the con
dition of our affairs. Mr. Dud er, the 
Vice-President of the Board of Trade 
intimated to the meeting at the very 
outset that there was no politics 
n1ingled with the gathering, and b.e 
was sincere, we were there as New
foundlanders concerned and inte.rest
ed in the affairs of their country. Mr. 
Munn was not a set-speaker at that 
meeting, but h~ was present solely In 
his position as a business ma.n of this 
country, and as such he was entitled 
to make public his opinions. Now let 
me ask what has the Prime Minister 
done for those business inen who 
.were so prominently concerned over 

- . 
the condition of the country? Up to 
day he has made no reply to their 
communication. Does ho think that 

they are going to stand for that. He 

is noth'ing more than a servant of 
' ' 

the public and should attend to their 

demands. No member of this House 
sl1ould dictate to public. The pub
lic are their masters, and those gent
lemen who presented those resolu
tions were entitled at least to the 
courtesy of a reply to their commu
nication. But unfortunately there is 
too much . pa:rty politic~ in e.vidence 
and when . a man takes a statement · 
on public matters he is instantly ac
cused of supporting some party or 
other. I have heard the BlJartl of 
:Trade criticised in many directions, 
and I th.ink that <>n this matter such 
criticism is · grossly unfair. There 

' 

are many men amongst us whom I ad 
mire as business men, a d1 there ar€l 
others whom I ha,ve little or no use 
for as such, but as a whole I admire 
the Institution and I believe that it 
has done a great deal of good for this 
country. But now there is much an ... 
tagonism aroused between the Board 
of Trade and the Government si1np-

. l~r because a certain member b.as 
• 

been ·accused of supporting this or 
that party. Where will the govern
ment end if they are going to antago
nise every person they come in con.
tact with. What was the spirit of 
the Board of Trade RP.solutiona. 
Simply this. We are prepared to ad-

. vise the government and co-operate 
to help improve the general condi
tions, help rectify existing evils that 

· are so injurious to trade with.in the 
'.:island. But because some member 
·sa.ys something against Squirea, is it 
:right that the whole body and tJ1eir 
R.esolutions sho11ld be condemned. 
What of Mr. Mo11roe's address. Ht~ 

, stood up there and in no harsh ma11 .. 
ner did he cr1iticize the government, 
but he just told his simple story. I 

I \ 

well remember his words. "I don't 
stand be.fore you" lie said "as a s11p
plying merchant, because I am not en 
titled to that honor since I am not sup
plying this year for the fishery. Last 
year I did, but this year I have not 

got the means with which to supply.'' 

' 



• 
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What is the opinion of· Mr. Monroe? 
The country at large r·ecognises all 

· that Mr. Monr·oe. did last year and 
that he was the larg.est supplier in 
St. John's. He readily gave out his 
supplies and in tl1e fall after the: fish 
had been turned in he marketed his 
fish, but found that he was not able 
to bring his returns up to the, amount 
he laid out. Co11sequerrtly he lost 
and lande·d in the hole· and this yea:r 
he will not be able to supply at all. 
There is a remedy for this state or 
affairs and solllething must be done 
to improve matters and reduce the 
price of the principle supplies. Prior 
to 1902 ther& was pra.cticall~"' no gaso ... 
line e11gines or motor b.oats. The fish
ermen rowed there boats everywhere. 
It wa*s an inexpensive but laboriou~ 
way of conducting the fishery. Now 
what is the state to-day. Mr. M·on .. 
roe says: "last year I supplied some 
100. or 150 fishermen and on gasolin'e 
and lrero·sene . I spent alone $85,.0010. 
I can't possibly S1pend that amount 
of money on oils and make the ven .... 

·~ 

ture a success, besides the Govern-
1ment is collecting te-n cents on · ev
ery gallon of kerosene and gasolinb 
used. That burden "!~ too hea·vy and it 
must be lightened. The merchants 
are pre·pared to supply on lower pri
ces, but on the present day rates the 
returns can't be made and conse
quently they will not touch fish sup ... 

• 

plies this season. Now wl1at is the 
remedy. I certainly think that Mr. 
Monroe's speecl1 is enough to~ arouse 
the whole country to immediate action 
His honesty has 11ever been doubted 
and he is held in tl1e highest esteenl\ 
throughout every part of the country. 
Ile did not speak against the, govern-
rnent, but gave facts that can't be 
questioned. · Now the Government 
will not take, notice· of such matter~, 
but they are engaged on the wrong 
end when they start to mend matters 
by cutting down the expenditures. It 

is commendable alright, but it 'vill . not 

• 

remedy conditions, or s·olve the ques
tion that confronts us. The tarift 
must be cut do\vn and :fishery su·p ... 
plies must be given cheap. The, G,ov
ernment has its thu.mb on the jugu
lar ·vein of the country and the pres
sure. of its taxes is unbearable. I sa,y 
that tqe imp,osition of the increased 
taxes has paralize.d the whole coun
try, and the only way to get the 
wheels of industry moving again, and 
have the merchants supplying as usu
a,1 is to remove ·your obnoxious taxa
tion. Ta.kel off yo11r 25 per cent. gen ... 
eral tax and your sales tax, Tak.e 
off those which effect the fishing 
man., reduce your duty o·n ·kerosene . 
gasoline, flour, molasses and salt, 
·and let them know that the govern
ment is helping the people. It is es-

. sential that this should be ·done. It 
is absolutely useless for you to cut 
.down your Estimates if you do not 
reduce your taxes. If you don~t do 
that a.nd the 1nerchants don't supply, 
then 'vhat in the name ,of common 
sense is the use in expecting to get 
returns from a pe·ople whose earning 
power is gone, and -their chief irtdus
try hopelessly crippled through ov-· 
erbearing taxation. 

If this co11ntry got to get dr>wn to 
· _the supplying system, br·ought a.bout 

.· by this governm.ent or any other gov 
· ernment, either this year or any oth
er year, then I say that Newfound
land is doomed beyond recall. · The 
'only wa.y and the proper wa.y for the 
government to act in the matter is to 
have a Round-Table Conference with 
tl1e Bank - managers, the Board ot 
Trade, and with those interested in 
the sup,p,lying .of the fisheries. Let the 
government m.e1mbers get down off 
their high horses and release the 
strangle-h.old of excessive taxation, 
that is around the necks of those who 
engage in and prosecute this indus
try. If that is not done by those who . 
should, but who do not realise their 
responsibilities, then the curses of 
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the entire people of the country will 
~ 

fall on them, because this country is 
at present on the verge 0f a. very 
grave crisis and one which may not 
end in the ordinary acceptance of the 

; . . 

\position, but may, perhaps, arouse the 
\ 

people to take measures that may not 
1be very desirable and certainly may 
not be creditable. I appeal to the 

' . 
government on behalf of the people 
of the district that sent me here-and 

. on behalf of the people of the whole 
' 

country for that matter-not to de
lay any longer in trying to do some-

, f 

th.ing that will bring the peop1le, and 
. the representatives of .the pe·ople of 

the country into your confidence. I 
exhort you to sit down in your Exe
cutive Office and discuss the whole 
situat~on thoroughly. Let us realise 
'that we are· more tha.n politicians. 
We all have a duty to perform here 
to try and save our country from ·ut .. 
ter collap·se and ruin, and let us have 

t. self-resp.ect and confidence enough to 
!save our country. Newfoundland can· 
no more be ruined, if properly admin·
istrated an.d looked after, than ~n~· 

other" country; but the unfortunate 
circumstances at present is that we 
are on a mad gallop and no e·ffort is 
being made to st.op .it, and we must 

I 

come to the bottom very rapidly. if 
something is not done and done quick 
ly to stay this mad onrush of crim
inal waste and extravagance that is 
and has been~ perpetrated . by the pre
' sent administration. The very life's 
bl()Od of the country is being- spilled 
and the bnc1y politic is becoming pai-
alyzed because men in high position~ 
will not have a little tolerance and a 
little common · sense. Son1e of the 
thin.gs contain.ed in this Budget 
S.peecl1 nla.kes. one wonder again 
why the Prime Minister · has 
lulled this country asleep into a 
state of false security. The Prime 
Minister states in his Budget that1 we· 
are getting on well wl1en things are 
riot so. T'he whole thing is a delib-

• 

erate attempt to dece.ive the p·eople 
• 

and to cover up wrong doing. 
Let me · refer to what the Prime 

Minister has said with regard to our 
Savings Banks. It is quite true that 
we have about twenty millions or 
dollars in the Savings Banks of the 
cottntry. But the whole story is this 
V\1e had in the year 1919 $5,533,879.70 
on deposit in the different · ban~s not 
including the Government Bank . . We 
ha,cl $21,019,375.67 in · the different 

.:Banks including the Government Sav
'ings Bank. That meant all told on 
deposit $26.552,000, roughly on de
p.osit $1,248,000.00. In other words 
triere were $4·,300,000 taken out of the 

-:: banks and the only ones who did 
·~ leave their money there were the 
I . o 

·.small business men and the small 
sl1op-keepers, and the successful 
planters and fishermen who left their 
' 
inoney there to safeguard themselves 
'· 
against a rainy day, and even some 
of those have taken their money out. 

, During the last few years many of 
the outp.ort fishermen, instead of hid-

' ing their money in the stocking or 
in the backyard, as was customary 

• 

for them to do, put it in the Savings 
Ba.nk. In 1919 when the· Prime Min
'ister and I were trying · to get people 
to vote for us. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-· 
We both got in successfully. 

MR. BENNETT-Tha.t w'ill 
how the Prime Minister has 

show 
lulled 

b.imself to sleep, so far as his ow·n dis-
. 1trict is concerne·d, in . vie·w of the fact 
of what is happe11ing in his own dis
trict to-day. In 1919 when the Prime 
Minister and I were seeking vote8 
,every industry was working well. I 
was in the Government then and he 
was in Oppos·ttion. But now the whole 
thing is changed~ The wb.ote district 
is virtually stagnant from a business 

·standpoint; almost eve1ry bt1sines~ 

place is closed down. 
A few years ago what was one of 

the most successful firms in the com-

f" 

• 
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munity have to-day a.ssigned to their 
creditors. Three or four years ago I 
.would say th.at such w·ould be im .... 
possible. .Other firms in the, We.st 
End of St. John's have gone do"1n. I 
will not say· that the present govern ... 
ment are entirely resp·onsible, but I . 
do say that the government · could 

' 

have a voided a great deal of it, if 
they had run things economically and 
ha.d conserved the Colony's interests 
be·tter than they have. It is absolute
ly im,p·rop·er to cry peace, peace, 
wh.en there· is no peace and. no stabil
ity in Newfoundla.nd. But there is no 

, 

remedy by simply sa.ying so. The 
way out is what I have said , a few · 
moments ago, namely, t·O take off the 
big ta.xes , tha~ is confronting the peo ... 

· ple of the country to-day and let the 
blood of the. ·country once more circu
late freely. The business men of the 
country and the n1en with money to 
invest a d·ollar because they do not 
know what goods are go'ing to cost 
them.. Naturally the investor will 
keep his money until he gets a more 
reasonable people in char·ge of the 
public affairs of the colony. , 

The go.vernment to-day is like a 
ship with a Captain on guard at the 
wheel and all the crew on shore. He 
' ' 

has hardly a ma11 aboard to hell) 
him. That is how the Prime Minister 
is situated. If she should drift on the 
·rocks, there is nobody left to save 
her but the Prime Minister, because 
this a.fternoon we had illustration in 

• 
which the House was held up because 
the Prime Minister had not arrived. 
No wonder he is sometim.es irres-p·on
sible, the m.any duties he has to per-
1form one wonders he holds his head 
at all. But why should that ha.ppen? 
Why should not the representatives 
of the pe1ople be h.ere, p·articularly 
I ' 

_those occupying departmental offices. 
'The Hon. Mr. Coaker, Minister of Ma ... 
'rine and Fisherie,s left this country 
when ·this Parliament wits ope·ning. 

Take those accu.rsed fish regula-

ti1ons for instance, which ha,s capsized 
the whole · government of Newfound
land to-night. T'his man Coa.ker, let 
him loose and he would try and con
trol everybody, but put him under the 
c~ontrol of a strong and dignified 
Prime. Minister and he would be a 
different man altogether. But, unfor
tunately, for the Prime Minister this 
man is in control and. he will ruin 
him. He is absent, nobody know·s 
what he is doing, beyond that he is in 
Barbados or Dem.erara, probably sit
ting under a palm tree mixing Demer 
ara with Lime Juice, and enjoying 

I 

himself. I hope that you'. gentlemen 
of the Government will consider that 

· things cannot go on ~s the,y are go-
• Ing. 

I hope at your . next meeting that 
you will vote d9wn the tariff; that 
you w·ill cut down the tariff and that 

, you will cut down your expenses; but 
I hope that you will not begin by cut
ting those civil servants who are on
ly getting enough to live , on. Cut out 

' 
Y·our non-e.sse.ntiaJ.s a.nd tho·se services 

' . 
' 

and officials that are no good to 
this country. ·Put out the word 
€conom:ize as your slogan and we will 

I 

expect every D}an in the country to 
help to economize. Let us have no 
more of the. exp·enses that I have, seen 
·such as: The chartering of the "Lo- _ 
belia'' at a cost · of · $18,328 for two 
trips. Then aga.in . we have the br'anch 
railways which should be closed down 
particularly. Some of them should 
not be closed down entirely, but they 
should be closed down at the utter ... 

I 

n1ost limit at the present tim.e; and 
every other service that is not a bso-
1 u tely e·ssential should be curtailed 
to the limit. · fl 

Regarding the Education Depart· 
n1ent. The frills on this Department 
could easily be done without. We got 
along well before this government 
ca1ne ·into power with their Educa
tional programme. . There is no ne- · 

' 
cessity for the paraphanalia and red 

• 
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tape that is going on at present, still 
the expenditure goes and still the 
people have to bear the cruel, cal· 

· lous and unw·orthy treatn1ent from 
. th9se who claim to be what they are 
not and from whom the people de
serve better. 

The Prime, M'inister last year n1ade 
a, statement . that we would have a 
Commiss·ion in connection with the 
Tariff. He said in his M.anife·sto that 

·the Tariff was discriminatory and. 
required adjustment, and he prom .. 
ised last year i11 this House that a . 

• 

·control Board lo'st 10 cents a pound 
·on the transaction, and betwe,en them 
they shifted over on this colony a loss 

' . of $17·5,000 which should qave been 
borne by this firm. And the worst 
of it is that not a pound of that sug·ar 

· ever found its wa.y into the Colony. 
Now isn't that a nice story, partic-, 

ularly that relating to Mr. Gosling, 
who is now hol<;Iing' his hands up in 
holy horror at the conduct of the gov ... 
ernment and, the Opposition. $175,-

Tariff Co1n~ission would be a.ppoint· · 

Jooo lost to the1 Colony in one transac
tion. Last year the Prime Ministe·r, 
brought in a resolution imposing a 
tax of two and a half cents a pou.nd 

' 
ed and would ba.ve their w·orl\ com-
pleted by the end · of 1921.. When he 
stated that was when his Budget was 
tabled last year, exacting two and a ' 
half cents a pound on sugar to malre 
up the deft-cit of the Food Control 
Board, which .was a,ppointed by this 
:Govern111ent. "rhat deficit was brought 
in a most scandalous manner. The 

' 

·Board was appointed with Hon. Alex. 
Mews, Member of the Legislative 

' Council as Chairman. U:v to the end 
of June· 1920 the Board never in
terferred with s.u.ga.r or with the im
portation of su.gar. They merely co·n
trolled the thing. Importers bought 
it and then sold it me·rely under gov-

' ernment supervision, but one da)" a 
1nan who said he knew more about 
the suga.r p1ro bl em than any other 
man in Newfoundland 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-Yes, and about everything else. 

I 

l\i1R. BENNE'r'I, (Contd.)---This man 
' 

said that there was a scarcity of sug
ar in the world and that the·re w·a~ 

not half enough of sugar in the world 
to supply half the wants of the peo ... 
ple. His firm tra n.sferred to the F". 
(~. B. 5,000 barrels of sugar the)· had 
at 25 cents a pound-·-a pretty steep 
1ftgure.' He said it c.osts th~m 26 1-2 
cents, an,d he would sell it to . the 
Food Control Board for 25 cents and 
it was taken . over at this price, and 
'inside of a month or two, the, Food 

on sugar so as to .make good this loss 
Jt w·as understood at the time that 
this extra tax would be taken off as 
soon as the amount lost in this tran-. 
saction . was recovered, but it is still 

· to be kept on. It is kept on, no"7 It 
is stated because of the amount paid 
to the Naval Reservists. I would like 
to ask the Prime Minister now· if it is· 
the intention of the government to 
keep this exhorbitant tax on one a.r
ticle. It is absolutely unfair that a.ny 
one article should be taxed at such 
a high rate. I know some business 
firms that have .been absolutely cripp
led by · this action of the government. 
The F. B. Wood Company has sustain· 
ed. irrep1a.rable injury. What chance 
ha·ve these peop·le got against the 
Moirs of Halifax? Th.e policy seems 
to be close the home factory and keep 

, the factor'ies of Canad-a and other 
places going. Is that your policy, to 
keep the factories of Canada open and 
close our home ·factories and. let the 
people starve? 

Now, I want to make a special ap .. 
peal to the Prime Minister, because 
I believe •he is big enough and fa.ir 
enough to accept a reasonable propo·
sition w·he.n it is pla.ced fairly before 
him. I want to call to his atte·ntion, 
a.nd to the attention of this I-iouse, 
the astounding statement made here 
la.st night by the Leader of . the Op po-

• 
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sition. He showed that we are spend
ing at the rate of 1.5 millions of dol
lars a year. We have spent the rev
enue of each year, we have sp·ent a 
surplus of 3 1-2 millions, left in the 
Treasury by the last government, and 
'we have spent two loans of six mil
lions each in the brief period of tw·o 
and a half ye·ars during w·hich this 
party has bee·n in pow.er. If that 'is 
correct, and it is correct, the whole 
country must stand aghast. Thirty
nine millions of d·ollars in 31 months. 

The export value of th.a cod fish.er~· 

last year 'vas $13,334,954, or practical--: 
ly two millions of dollars less than 
the expenditure. If that does not 
prove that we are1 on the highway to 
ruin, I would like to know where we 
are going to get off. We know that 
each year's reve11ue has been spent, 
\Ve know that last year's loan has 
been spent, we know that this year's 
loan is practically all gone, and we 
know that· the surplus is gone. Is it 
not time that someone called a halt 
and told us where we are going to get 
off? We deplored . last year fr·om this 
side of the House, the apathy1 and ap
parent indiffer~nce of the people. We 
tried to get the press a.nd the people 
to realize the actual situation. In 
some. respects this was accompJished, 
but not fully. The people are beg·in· 
ning to thirik that all is not well, and 
I have no doubt that during the next 
three weeks there will be such an 
a.wakening as will bring those respon-

, sible to their fee.t. .As I heard the 
Prime Minister say at a recent mo
mentous occasion, at which there 
were representatives from all over 
the country numbering altogether 
four or five hundred when he took ad
vantage of the occasion to send out 
a watchword to tl1e peop1 e. He said 
"Let your' watchword be hone·sty and 
industry". But I say clean out your 
own house first. Let the peop·le see 

that w·e have no need to hide up our 

conduct. I believe the people of this 

' 

country are as industrious a.nd a~ 

honest as in any part ·of the world. 
Put the fishermen to work, and he 
will work 20 hours out of the· 24, and 

' so with the farmer a.nd others. The 
hope of the country is in the hone·sty 
and industry of its p·eople . . I believe 
the country can be saved and I plea<l 
to this House now with great sincer
ity to do something to bring the COUn·· 
try back to her feet. Let us r·ealtze 
that we can't live by party politics. 
What we need to-da.y is statesmen, 
and statesmen of the highest order. 
It is a matter of indifference who hap·; 
pens to be Prime Minister, or who 
are the other Ministers as long as 
the affa'irs of the country are prop
erly considered, as long as industry 
and honesty p·re·va.ils in high places. 
I may say that at the gathering to 
which I just r·eferred I ma.de state
ments such as I am making h~re now, 
and I was prep1ared to put my should· 
er to the whee·l because I want New .. 
foundland to be a place fit to live in. 
To show you how one may be· misun
derstood Mr. Morine sa:id, ''Mr. Ben .. 
nett is not leader of the Opposition a~ 
much as he may desire to be." The 

~ remarl{ was albsolutely uncalle1d for. I 
do not want the lea.dership of the, Op
position even if it was ·offered me un
iler .Present circumstances. I am sat· 
~sfied with the presen,t leader of the 

'·Opposition if the country is satisfied. 
THE HO·N. PRIME MINISTER.

Mr. Chairman, I would sa.y to my 
honourable friend that the slur by 
Mr. Morine· was resented just as much 
by- Mr. Morine's· hosts as by Mr. Ben
nett himself. The discourtesy was 
absolutely uncalled for and unwa.r
ranted, and w·as very much resented 
bv Mr. Morine's hosts. .., 

MR. HI1G·GINS:-Mr. Chairman, it • 

is not my inte·ntion at this stage to 
say mu·ch, but perhaps it might ·be 
just as well to draw 1the attention of 
the Committee to a fe.w points, espec-

~ 

ially after such a Budget as has just 
\ 
' 
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been introd·uced. It is th.e cusito1m on 
the occ~sion of the Budget being in
trod11ced to draw the attenti,on of the 
House to the real business of the 
country. It is typi1cal of the Govern
me11t that we ha.ve the ,spectacle of 
absolute in'difference at this time. 
The pic1ture th.at has b·ee·n presented 
both as regairds debate and anything 
under discussion only typifie·s the 
blind maz.e of all · the members of the 
Government. Blindfold.ed, they are 
being guid.ed through. They dont 
kno"\v what they are doing, and h.ow 
can ithe·y .b·e ·expected to realize its im 
portan1ce? I can 1only com·e to on.e 
conclusion, namely, th~t some of the 
remarks ·of the Leader of the 'Opposi
tion regarding ·innocence might be 
generally applied. 'They are a lot o·f 
harmless, innocent ge:ntlemen. It is 
·es:pecially fiitting for this Holy Week, 
and if ever there was ·al, time whe·n 
these gentlemen were fit for the re
surrection that time is now. 

I am perfectly sattsfied after wat1ch 
ing th.em for a number of years that 
\they are not responsible for what they 
h~e done. I believ·e ther·e is n.o mal-

7 
ice intheir wor·k. I believe, gentlemen 
that you are innocent. 1'.~ ou may :go ·. 
b1ack to yo,ur Constituencies and you 
ma.y truthfully s·ay "pleas.e forgive us 
for we know not what we do.'' I can 
not understand how ·else they ,could 

~ 

forgive you. They are simply looked 
upon by the public as s.omethin.g to 
take a parti·cular intere·st in, som.e·
thing to look upon with awe. T'hey 
·are. memb·ers of the famous Lib·eral
Reform Governme·nt, and they will go 
down, e.specia.lly after this seas·on, a\S 
a blind man's .b·uff. You ha.ve . comt:. 
in to say "ame·n" to ·a sur·plus whe,n 
there is no surplus. · 

It is ·a question that more or less 
tou·ch~s on your personal a.ffairs and 
perhaps if we suggest that your wages 
here be stopped, then you may be·gin 
to think for yourselves. You sit there 
in calm subservie·nce because you 
have b·een lulled to sleep by the pa-

• 

tronage 01f th·e Governm.ent but you 
are bound to be rudely awa~ened and 
I lay down · the principle now and you 
got to make up your minds to it, that 
\ 

~he hour has come fo-r you to reduce 
yourselves .. And now if you sa)T Amen 
to that you have to put in practice 
what I said l~t year. I then said it 

' was wrong for u.s to come in here and 
" increase o·ur salaries and at the same 

time cut ·civil s·ervants in other direc
,lions. Now I repeat tha1t statement. 
It was dishonest, we should have1 se·\ 
the example of retren.chm·e·nt ourse!
ves. It was cowardly and wrong for 
\is to vote ourselves three times the 
old salary while at the sam.e time we 
r 'educed the ·civil servants·. But it . wa;s 
.more improper still for th1e Govern
ment to add $2510 to the wa.ge of the 
011tport memb,ers together with their 
~other salary. You can't justify it and 
• 
f?O I say the first thought that comes 
'to me is that the Hon Prim.a Minister 
will anounce in Ways apd Means that 

· one of the things he will cut is the 
sessio·nal pay. Surely no,b·ody here is 
depending on that wage,. 

MR. TARGETT:-We ma.de a good 
living before we ever came her'='. 

MR. HI·GGINS:-Now if you wa.nt 
~ 

to cross swords with me you will get 
~noltgh of it. If you want to humv 
your b·a.ck ~nd take it to yourself, al · 
right but I will say right now that 
you haven't done much for your sal· 
ary. 

> 

\ MR. TARGE·TT:-That's as far as 
you know. 

MR. HIGGINS.:_;T;hat's as far as 
the reco·rds of this House· go. 

M1R. ·TARGE'T'T:-You shouldn't 
have taken the increase then. 

MR. HI1GGINS:-Now that is the 
difference between us. I am n.ot quite 
so big a fool as you 'apparently think 
I am. When he wonders that we took 
the se,ssional allowance· we S'ay that 
w·e h~ve more re·spe.ct for ou.rselves 
than he thinks, and we have the 
thought b1ehin.d us · whe·n we vote the 
salary that if there was any attempt 
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to earn it, it was· made · b·Y us and if 
·anyone asks who .gave valu~ for tht;, 
·wage, it w31s given by the Oppositi·on. 
Ye shut yo,ur eyes and open your 
mouths and at the end of the session 
reach out your ha.nds and see what 
your political father will give you. 
I thank the honoralble me·mber for .his 
interje:ction, I thank thee, . Je,w for 
teaching me that word. Now let us 
look ove·r the situation, he wants an 
accounting for the $1,.000 sessional 
pay. We have been here two sessions 
a.nd the point I make is ·this, that · 
.fro·m this side of the House we have 
'appealed for a pers·onal expression of 
opinion and I challenge the honorable 
members opposite to say if any at
tempt was made to expl~in why we 
should support the votes produ.ced 
'here. Does the honorable gentleman 
and those associated with him think 
they can esca.p·e the·ir responsibility 
by merely sitting down and standing 
up at division, being in he·re on time 
and going at\vay when th.ey are told to 
do so. Do they ·think that is the.ir only 
responsib.ility and that the·y can e·e· 

·_cape their constituents b·Y saying they 
did not know about the votes. This 
is the only House that con vote Ways 
and Mea.ns ~nd I say now that this 
House has been treated with the great 
est laity. But nobody cares. 'Th.e 
honorable . Leader of the O·ppo·sition 
has presented a criticism of the 'Bud
get that hais drawn th·e' attention of 
all to the ser'ious state of affairs and 
is there any attempt ,b·Y you to throw 
any light on the situ.ation. Do yo11 

understand that ~s far as Ways ant. 
Means is ,concerned it is no joke tr1 
·the ·country at large as it is the peo
ple who have to pay up. It is no trou 
ble to v·ote aw~y money for fa.n'cy 
horse polic·e and othe.r notions but 
the people are called on to provide 
the cash. Do you understand what is 
m'eant by ·Committee of the Whole on 
Ways and Means, it is that the House 
deliber3'tes as to how to get the mon-
ey to run the public service·s. The 

Hon. Prime Minister lays do·wn hia 
Budget and the Estimates have· b·een 
tabled. These Estimate·s ha.ve not 
yet been de b·ated and already there i~ 
an outcry throughout th.e ,cou~try and 
our proper posi.tion to-night is not to 
advance one ste·p but to .cut down our 
Expenditures. Estimates-for what?
nobody can tell from the Leader of 
the Governm.ent down :to the humblest 
·member. No man on the 0 1pposite side 
I • can tell me or the country what the 
public se·rvices are to cost and if you 
don't know, how a.re you to bring 
down Ways and Means. Is n·ot the 
whole theory behind taxation, that . a 
people are to b1etaxed , ~cording to 
what they can raise. But you have 
the cart before the horse, it is exa.ct
ly like the loans, you see what you 
can g·et first a)nd the·n see how to 
spend it. Who ever hear·d O·f a man 
starting business who did . not figurt 
out· his overhead expenses and the11 
charge accordin·gly for h.is goods. ·The 
members he·re are in the same posi
tion a1s the business m.an. But y·ou 
sit down like marionettes, that is 'vhat 
it is getting down to; you don't cara 
how the country is run. It is like a. 
• 

few yea.rs ag·o when on·e man had 20 
others to pe·rform at his bidding, now 
the H·on. Prime Ministe·r gets you to 
bob up and down but it is the one 
voice-hiS'-that is dominating all, the 
one ve"ntriloquist speaks through the 
various mouths: And then we are told 
we ought to go on with Ways and 
Mean.s but I say the c~ommitte1e should 
be raised and we should have an ex
pre·ssion from the Hon. Prime Min
ister on the Estimates. Refe·rence has 
been made here to the agitation by 
the Board ·Of Trade. I , am not · con
cerne·d with th.at. T'hat is not the 
trouble as far as we here a~e concern 
ed. I a.m interested as to the paying 
up on my own part, the taxation I 

\Will have to meet myself. We will be 
living like Chinese on rice or eating 
Ja.ipanese f9od if the Governmen~ 

. 
·keeps on as it is going now. With ev-

I 

' 
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eryone paying ab·out 70 per cent of· 
his earnings to the re:ve·nue, the more 
mouths a man has to feed the more 
the serioµsness of conditions is 
brought home to him and I for one 
·find it no joke to be here. I know 
that some · will. say: "don'.t mind him, 
1.t's his turn to talk." The.re 3tre so·m.e 
people so limited in intelligence that 
that is how their th·oughts run. But 
let me suggest to those who have 
brains a.bove that, tha.t ·the firbt thing 
we should do is to see to the Estim
ates. We have a demand from the peo 
pie but how can we reduce expendi
ture intellige·ntly whe·n no man can 
tell what the bill is.. The Hon. Prime 
Ministe.r in his Estimates sta;tes that 
some $8,400,0100 will be required. T'hat 
is not . the figure put in my hands to 
vote. It has to be ad.mitte·d that n.oth
ing in the way of in~orm.ation has 
been given us as to the Estim~tes and 

• 

do you think it is a sound principle to 
tell the people we cannot take off the 
taxes without knowin.g how much mon 
ey we wa.nt. I charge now-and I will 
return to it late:r on in the debate
that your action .to-day ou.ght to be 
reversed; you should first .consider 
supply, wh~t vote·s we are going to 
allow; consider as the H·ouse which 
is the only body that can ·consider it 
le:g·aily what is the lea.st the public 
services can be run at, and then come 

·in with Ways: an.d Me$s. But to-day 
we are here in the humourous posi
tion that the House is called on to 
pass resolutions calling for an e·xpen
ditu.re of millions without the least 

:'explanation as to how the votes are 

I subscribe to the stateme·nt of Sir 
M. P. ·Cashin that it is not a Bugdet 
as it do€s not represent the a.ffa.irs of 
the country. It is critically correct-

, for tbe Hon .. Prime Minister to sa,y he 
estimates the expenditure will be 
what he fi.gures in the Budget but that 
is only criti.cally correct .a.s he leaves 
out figures that ought to b·e in-the 
cost of the Railway and the Public 
Charities which is .an extraordin~ry 

vote. But really there is nothing un
usual or extraordinary a.bout the Rail 
way as you have alreaidy spent mtt 
lions on it and it is going to be an 
annual cost. Every honorable mem
ber knows that it has average·d 2 mill
ions a year and if it is going to be 
run at all, what is the point in thia 
concealment. That is all it is-a con 
cealment of the real expens·e·s O·f the 
country. What is the point of playing 
politic~ with the Budget, with condi
tions around us which ,b·ad als they ad 
mittedly are, are _still not so hopeless 
that they have to be· conceale·d. Why 
not tell us the whole story? How caL 
yo11 expect anything · else b·ut the 
Board of Trade to ask: for a reduction 
of taxation and the dro·pping of diffe-t· 

' ent votes, when you told th·e·m in tl.1e 

. t·o be allocated. I ma.ke .th.e point for 
the Gove.rnment particularly for the 
Lea.der as the Actin.g M1inister of Fi
nance, that be.fore the Budget is vruss-
ed we should have a statement as to 
the· intention of the Government in 
connect.ion with the p·u,blic services. 
The second point is that we have, 
and must take noti·ce of, a condition 
Of affadrs that does not truly repre-, 

Speech from the · T'hrone that every 
thing was rosy. You represent tha.t 
you have a surplus an.d that the coun 
try is pa.ying· its way but such is not 
the case. What is the use of putting 
off the evil day. Is it 'not only the 
case of the business· ma.n who puts 
off the day of reckoning but finall:f 
has to face it.- The time for words is 
over-and · this is i1othing for my 
·friend o·pposite to chu.c.kle over-an)· 
body .can say our revenue will be over 
our expenditure but there is nothing 
in that to ma.ke him think it smart. 
The idea of thinking this mi,sstate
·ment is something creditable to the 
C-overn.m.ent, is wron,g. But tri.tth is 

• 

I!1ighty and shall pre.vail. And hon-
<·sty is the best policy is another ax
iom that runs side b:y side w1th that. 

·sent the financial state of the country. This presentation of the Budg<~t !q a 

\ 
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dis·,onest and unfaithful a.cC('ltnt and 
riot worthy of the man giving it to the 
C<Jttri try. Does anyone say th1.t it is 
fair to give the impr.ession to the 
country at large that we ar<~ paying 
011r way whe·n such is not the case. 

P·erhaps this never occurred to 
some of the ge·ntlemen who iike tb 
come along and sa'.y we are 1nerely 
talking for talk's sake. 

Now listen to this, the Bud~et says: 
"With respect to the .surpl11s rrrust 

' I 

.Apcount, which ac,coit1nt held tl1e s111 

pluses of revenue during the IJrospeI 
' 

ous war pe·riod my estimate '\'iras tJ1a,t 
these surpluses would amount to tbe 

·.in detail :first before dealing with the 
• 

Budget a re·asonable one under the 
' circumst3111ces? 

What right hav;e we to prom.ptly de
cide that we can reduce taxation 
when we do·nt know what our expen ... 
di91re is going to be? If after we 
have .gone thru the estimates. and the·n 
considered the Budg·et, we fin.d that 
we ·cannot redu,ce t~xatio·n, all right, 
bu.t when we are asked to . consider 
the Bu.dget, knowing that you wont 

• 

give consideratio·n to the reduction of 
the Estimates it is a different matter 
altogether. I for one resent being 
asked to go into this matter .blin.dfold-

• 

. total of $3,100·0,186.21. As a n1(l . .tte·r of ed whe1n it i,s notorious that the Gov
fact, whe·n the am·ount was clc,.sed, the ernment refuses to consider the E1s, 

I 

Auditor General reported the exact timates with 3i view to cutting them 
amount to the cre·dit of that accou11t down. Why ca11noit you tell us wh.at 
as at the 30th day of June 19~1, to ·be you propose to do? It cannot hurt 
the sum of $2,671,483,78, namel:r, $438, you .politically.' We on this side of 
702,43, less tha,n that estimated. the House have no m·ore desire to join 

.Ha$ any honorable member thought the Gover11ment than we have to get 
of the seriousne·ss of th.at staren1ent '! smallpox. What political ga.in do you . . 
T·hat is a statement made · b.y tl1e .iget by hugging your little pla11s tCJ 
Prime Minister. With only on•a month . yourselve·s? You haive n,o right to re 
to go, his estimate was half a. million fuse a call from all over the 1Country 
dollars out and yet he m.ake~ :i11 es- fo1r a reducit~on in expenditure with
timate now of the expenditure f<>r the out at least givin~g the matter some 
next twelve months and with911t any- consideration. 
thin.g to go on, we are to ass11n1e that Out of your own mouths you a,re 
this is correct. What happe·11ecl the found guilty o·f misdoing; your own 
$500,000 that was slio·rt . in the esti1n- supporters are howling lou.dest in de
ate referred to in the Bu.dget ·? '\rab nunciation of you. These· are the 
not that swung into some other cl1a·n very ones who protested loudest the 
nel? 10f course, $5·00,0100 out i11 an need for your Libe,ral-Reform Govern
estin1ate is a trivial matter. All I ment coming _into powe·r, 31nd now his 
have to say, and I sa.y it with deli.lJera tory is repeating itself; it is the etern 
tion and with sincerity of purpose, al working out 0 1f ju.stice and th~se 

• 
and I thi11k it is a fair ·principle to . pe·ople whom once the Leader of the 
lay d·own, that this is a very poor in- F. P. U. termed Shylocks are now, 
d(cation of accuracy for th·e estimates like Shylock of old, demanding their 
for twelve months. Yei that is what pound of flesh. Don;t leave them _ 

' I am aske·d to accept des.pite the fact down in the depths, shrieking in utt-
, 

.that right in the b·eginning of his Btttl 1 er de·spa.ir. You had your big guns 
get Spe·ech the Prime Minister a.dmits on Water Street and y,ou got out of 
that his estimate with only 0 1ne month tl1em all that you wante,d. Now you 
a.ccounted for was half a million dol have turned them down flippantly .and 
lars out. Isn't that a thought worthy unwarrante·dly. It is no co-ncern of 
of c·onsideration? And isn't the sug- mine remember. There is a bigger 
gestion th.at we consider the e-stimates principle involved than the playing of 

, 
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party politics. 'These people have 
c·ome and ·made a request to you as 
men, They have asked you to do cer
tain things. 'T'hen don't you think 
that the.re is this duty, at least so far 
as this House is concerned, that the 
time ha.s arrived for you to· let us 
have a; pronouncement as to the in
tention of the Governm·ent with re
gard to the public service. It is time 
enough to discuss Wa,ys and Mea,ns 
when the 1Gov·ernment announces what 
their expe.nditure is actually going to 
be. If the Governme·nt require time 
to carefu.lly ,consider this matter, av-, 
ail of the opp·ortu.nity offered by the 
Easter recess-following the practice 
that has always preivailed in this 
House-then after giving the matter 
thought and deliberation come do·wn 
before this 1C·ommittee and say, befor~ 
we go any further, what your policy 
is regarQ.ing the Estimate·s , and Sup
ply. I want to say that .be.fore the 
policy of the Government is an.nounc
e·d that I have the liberty .of the Le1ad
er of the Opposition and th.e rest of 
my colleagues and associates for stat 
ing that so far a.s the 10ppo.sition is 
concerned that we on this side of th~ 
House will ende·avour. to show you 
that we will endorse any policy that 
is brougl1t down by the Government 

' 

having for its object cu.rtailment of 
public service in ·Connection with the 
public service. 'The resp1ons1ibility and 
duty is yours; but we are n.ot going 
to shirk the responsibility that is up
on u.s by not endorsing anything that 
you may do in the w337 I · ha.ve out
lined. T·hat is not a political thought 
()n my part; that is not a requ.e.st nor 
!Can it be co1nstrued as capriciously 
criticising the Budget. There are things 
I would like to say .but I prefer not to 

· say until I he~r the attitude of . the 
Government. 1· admit it is a big job~ 
to substantially reduce the public ex
penditure; but, as a ·Governme11t, you 
can reduce them· so·mething. The mere 
·announceme·nt on the pa,rt of the Gov 

gently dis.cusse Ways and Me~nS'~ 

Seein.g that the Prime Minister is ab
ient from hi.s seat, I ask the Minister 
of Justice an.d those assoc.iated ·with 
him in the Elxecutive to· cons.ider my 
!;uggestion. No matter how much in 
ordina,ry .deb·ate w·e maiY be inclin'ed 
to criticize the 1Governme.nt I think 
now that this point is. beyond that 
stage. We have. ju1st arrived at a tim·a 

· whe·n seriously spea.king we should 
know the b·est that can be done for 
~the carrying on of the affairs of the 
Colony for the next twelve montnb. 
When we know that then it is time 
for llS to ·come down and vo~e Wayb 
and Means. I think it will .be appre
ciated that any criticisms I have tu 
make in connection with the B11dget 
will be ma.de in 3' general way and 
will be a direct criti·cism from an op
position sta.ndpoint. I also think that 
the broad principle ·discussed by Sir 
Michael 1C:ashin and Mr. Bennett re
spe.cting the re·duction of expenditure 
and tax~tion were fa.ir critici.sm.~. 

Therefore, I feel that we should risb 
this Committee and before we sit ag
ain have a pronounc.ement from the 
Governme·nt as rega.rds Estimates an.d 
f,or th~t reason I do n.ot pro·pose to 
speak further at thi.s stage. I re·gret 
that the Prime :Min.ister is not pres
ent, but in his absen.ce I a.ssume that 
the Attorney Genera;.! is in a position 
to give ·an answer. I wo1uld like to 
say to the Government mem.bers op
posite th~ th.is is n.ot done for the 
~purpose of deaU.ing the busines.s o.f the 
House, but rather to give them · a 
·chance to do . the .best that they can 
do. Anything the 1Gove·rnment will do 
in the way I have outlined will b, 
appreciated by the ·Oppo1sition and by 
the country, . I feel sure. For the re·a ... 
·'Sons I have already stated, I will sa.)' 
no more at this sta.ge. . 

HON. MINIS'T'ER 10F JUS'TICE:-
Mr. ·Chairman, I h.a ve had an oppor
tunity of discussing the su b.ject with 
the Prime Minister wh.o is busy out-

'ernment will suffice for us to intelli- side. A.s a result ·Of ou~r interview I 
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move that the Committee rise and re... journs that it adjourn until Tues
port progre:ss an,d ask leave to sit day ne,xt . 

• again. MR. \M1a,~D01NNE!LL:-Mr. Spea,ker, 
Mr. S,peaker resumed. the Chair. in seconding the motion for an ad-
The 1Chairman from the Committee ~ journment I might say that in answer 

reported that they had .considered the to a question of mine to-day I receiv-
• matter to them referred, ha.d m~de 'ed a reply in the negative. I ha.ve 

some progress, and asked leave to sit some very important matters to brin:g 
again on to-morrow. ·down before this House regarding· the' 
·· On moti,on this Report was received : Herring fishery in Bay of Islands and 
and ~dopted, a.nd it was orde·re·d that · · St. George's and I do not know who 
the Committee have leave to sit again g,ot to do with it. 'The Prime Mintidt--
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to. order, and on motion 
on Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
Ho·use resolved i.tself into a 1Commit
tee of the Whole to· consider the Bill 
entitled: "An Act to Amend 1Ca~. 85 
of the Consolidate·d Statutes, \entitled · 
'Of the Central a,nd Harbour Grace 
District 1Courts.' '' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the 1Chair of 1C'om

mittee. 
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTI1C'E:

Mr. Chairman, at the pre·sent timt:: 
there is s·ome difficulty experienced 
with juror.s at Hr. Grace and Carbon
ear. A m~ who .may happen to live 
away outside of 1Carbonear is called 
to Hr. ·Qr.ace to attend as a juror a.nd 
a man who lives at S·paniard's B·aY 

\ 

and Bay Ro.b·erts. is called to act at 
Carbonear. The peo·ple of these pla
ces and the Judges of the Supr·eme 

· Court agree that this pr~ctice should 
be .cha.n.ged. The propose.d amen.dment 
of the Act is to enable people living 
in 1C'arbonear to attend in Carbonear 
and the people liv-ing in Hr. Grace to 
attend in Hr. Gra.ce district only. I 
would ask the members of the House 
to put it through with as little delay 
as possible so that it can go to th.e Up 

· p'er H·ouse on Mo·nday ne,xt. How-
iever, it does not make. much differ
ence now as the Bill is: not printed. 

In moving the adjournment of 'the 
House, I would like to say that it i~ 

\ 

usuaJ. to adjou.rn ove:r Eiaster. There-
fore, I move that when the House ad-

er is recognized to be 1Colonial Secre ·· 
tary, M'inister of Marine and Fisher
ies, Minister of Finance and Custom~ 
and I do not know wh.o is. the Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries. I intend to 
ha.ndicap an.d impede the passage of 
any vote for the Marine rund Fisheries 
·Department until there is a respons.
ible Minister here to answer fo.r su.ch · 
d'epartlllent. I am sorry now that the 
Hon. Mr. 1Co~ker is not present. I am 

. info1·me1d from a very reliable source 
that Mr. 1Coaker has resigned ,so often 
.that no,body seems to kn.ow what has 
: actually happened. It reminds me of 
·the story of the fellow prop·o·sing to 
a girl whom he knows she does not 
want. 1M1r . 1Co~ker is no·w down und1er 

; 

the flowery palms of the S,outh and I 
hope that he is enjoying himself. 

As I ha,ve several matte·r·s of ex
treme importan.ce to b·ring up respect 

' 
ing the Marin.e and Fisheries Depart-
ment, I am going to impe·d·e any vote 
fo·r the Marin.e· and Fisherie·s Depart
me.nt until Mr. Coaker returns to the 
Ho.use 0 1r until a new Minister for that 
Department is a.ppointed. 

\ Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Mr. 1C·hairman from the C·ommittee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, an.d had pass 

'. ed the Bill without ame,ndment. 
10n motion thi.s Report was re.ceived 

and adopted, and it wa.s .ord'er·ed that 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
to-morrow. 

It was moved and s:econded that 
when the House rises, it adjourn un-
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til 'Tuesday afternoon next 18th., inst. 
at three of the clo·ck. 

The House th.en adjo,urned a.ccord
ingly. 

I 

TlTESDA Y, April 18til., 1922. 
The House met at three of _ t11e 

;1clock in the afte.rnoon, pursua.nt to 
adjournment. 

:rvrR. BENNETT I would crave the 
' 

indulgence of the House f.01· a few 
minutes for the purpose of making a 
personal explanation. I do this main
ly because I do not desire that honor
able members in this Chamber should 
think that any statements made by 

. . . 
me concerning parties outside the 
House are made un.der cover of the 
privilege which attaches to our delib
erations here. 

On the 11th instant whilst the 
House was in Committee of the whole 

• 
011 Way and M'e.ans I m.ade reference 
to the loss which had been s11sta.ined 
by the colony through the actions of 
the Food Control Board with respect · 
i11 particular to the ta king over from 
certain parties of contracts entered 
into for the import~tion of sugar. In 
this connection I stated that through 
the advice of Mr. Gosling of the firm 
of Harvey and Company of this city 
tl1e Chairman of the Food Control 

' 

Board, Hon. Mr. Mews, became con-
vinced that there was going to be a 
world short age of sugar; tha.t because 
of this the Board had acted in a man
ner which resulte:d in the Colony be
ing saddled with a loss of some 
$180,000.00. In the Evening Tele
gram of the 12th instant Mr. Gos
ling writes the following letter: -

"Dear Sir ,-I "'·as astonished to 
find in the reports· of the proceedings 
of the House of · Assembly in the 
"Daily News" this morning, a speech 
by Mr. J. R. Bennett accusing me ot 
having gone to Mr. Me,vR, the Chair
man of the Food Board, and having 
advised him that there would be a 
world shorta.ge of sugar, and that un .. 

less something was done, Newfound
land would be caught without anv .. . ' 
'tl1at I advised the Government to go 
into the sugar business and purchase 
all they could lay hands on; th~t Mr. 
IVIews took my advice and that the 
country lost $175,000.00 thereby. 

"I beg now to state that the above 
is absolutely contrary to the facts. 
I DID NOT ADVISE MR. MEWS TO 
BUY SUGAR F'OR THE GOVERN
MENT. I STRONGLY OBJECTED 
TO ANY SUCH ACTil1N ON THE 
f>ART OF THE FO·OD BOARD. V\Then 
1\ilr. Mew;s a.nd Mr. McKay told me, 
at an interview, that the·y had decided 
to take over any sugar which Harve-v 

~ 

and Co. had bought, I formally ob .. 
jected both on priva.te and p11blic 
grounds. I have n,ot seen either M'I'. 
Mews or Mr. l\'IcKay, but feel quite 
sure they will corroborate the above 
statement. 

"I would therefore ~sk Mr. Bennett 
to ap·ologize in t11e House of ·Assem.
bly at its next meeting for the erron
eous state~me·nts 'vhich he has made 

' o·r if he persists in them, that he will 
waive a"ny question of privilege if I 
take action in the Courts to defend 
myself against this libellous accusa-
ti on. 

• 

(Sgd.) W. G. GOSI"'ING. 
Ap·ril 12th, 1922. 

Now; I desire at once to assure Mr. 
Gosling that there was no intention 
011 · my part of taking advantage or 
my position as a member of thts 
House to make any such statements. 
Ii w'ould, under a similar set of facts, 
have made the statements any-
where. They were made in good . 
faith, and without malice. With the 
knowledge I possessed I co11ld come 
to no other reasonable conclusion but 
that Mr. Gosling's advice ·had either 

\ 

been tendered or sought. His posi-
tion in the trade of the community, 
and the conne·ction of his firm witl1 
the importation of suga.r , would I 
think it will be admitted, force one 
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to assume that he wop.Id naturally · be 
looked upon as ha,ving expert opin
in on the subject, a,nd it would ha:rd
ly be presumed that a gentleman such 
as Mr. Mews, unacquainted with the · 
particular workings of the sugar 
trade, would venture on such a vast 
undertaking as the taking over of 
large co11tracts that had been enter
ed into without seeking his advice. 

That my conclusions were not with
out f.oundation the following refer
ences from sworn statements made 
by Mr. Mew·s will show. 

He states that on the 9th of April 

·pany or liquidated by them in some · 
other way. Briefly put Mr. l\'.fews, 
statements on the point are summar
ized in his own words as roIIows :-

''We took over Harve)1 's sugar at 
25 cents because we could get ~ugar 
at 25 cents. As a matter of fact they 
cannot make out exactly that the 
niarket ever justified 28 cents. 25 
cents was the market price when \Ve 

took it over. These fellows had bit .. 
ten Harvey & Co. as the reduction 
shows. We sold it back to the Sugar 
Refineries at 15 cents. It never left 
Montreal. • 

1920, he received, as Chairrl1an~ or "The Sugar Refineries r 'ealizing 
the Food Control Board, a letter from tl1at they had taken a bite out or 
Messrs. Harvey & c .ompany in which Ha.rvey & Co., made them an allow .. 
amongst other things it is stated:- ·ance of 1 1-2 cents per pound aftel"-

Ati»ril 20, 1920. Wards, so that the actual loss met by 
"Hon. Alex. Mews, Harvey & Company was $22,500 in ... 

"Chairman Board of Food C.ontrol, stead of $4~,000.00. We simp·ly re
"Dear Sir:-We are in receipt of sold the sugar at 15 cents per lb. to 

your f~vour of April 9th re sugar. As the Sugar Refineries without it ever 
:previously advised you, our price 'on leaving their P10ssession. · We did all 
sugar is based upon the market price we could to get the · s ·ugar Refineries 
at the time of sale. During the past to cancel this contract of Harvey & 
three weeks a very serious situation Company but they would not do it. 

• • 

has developed. The disturbances in Our total loss on the transaction was 
.Central Europe and poor Cuban crop something slightly over $180,000. It 
prospects have. caused the most ex.. W<)Uld hava been over $200,000.00 but 
cited markets and violent advances we made the difference b)r taking 
have been recorded. Raw sugars1 have over a contract of Colin Campbell at 
advanced from nine and a half to six- 11 cents per lb.,. which suga.r was 
teen and a half cents and huge orders pooled with the other and resold at 
for granulated at any price, in any 15 cents, making the net loss 

. fill d '' $183,000." position, remain un e . 
Subsequent to this letter th.e Board Now I think it 'vill be admitted that 

decided to take over from Messrs. Har it was but.a fair deduction for me· to 
vey and Comp.any a contract for 5,000 have drawn that if Mr. Gosling, to 
barrels of sugar which the.y had en- use his own words "formally object
tered into with the St. Lawrence ed" to this contract being taken over 
Sugar Refineries of Montreal. Thi.s he would have insisted upon asking 
contract called for payment of a price to be paid 28 cents p·er lb. and th.at 

' 

"of 28c. per lb. f.·o.b. Montreal. The he would not stand by and allow his 
Fo,od Control Board took over the firm to be P1Ut to a loss of $45,000. 
contract at a price of 25 cents per lb. That at least is the conclusion I came 
and ultimately lost on the shipment to. I am now rather surprised to find 
$183,000. If the Board had not acted that apparently this was done 
as they did this loss would have to ' against the advice of Mr. Gosling. 
be either borne by Harvey & Com ... - He states so, and I unhesitatingly ac-



I 

I 

• 

• ·• 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY· PROCEEDINGS 245 

cept his statement, I withdraw, with
out qualification, the suggestion that 
the loss of $183,000 by Harvey & 
Company was saddled on the Colony 
by Mr. Gosling's advice, and 11ave 
only to regret that those responsible 
for the conduct of the Food Control 
Board did not act upon· his objection, 

J 

and there by save the taxpayers of 
the Colony $183,000.00 and so avoid 
their being obliged to pay for sugar 
ever since this · 1nemoralJle blunder 
a price higher than othe·rwise might 
h.av·e be'e·n paid. 

MR. WALSH--Mr. Speaker. I ask 
! 

leave to present petition from the in-
habitants of various sections of the 

. district of Placentia and St. Mary's as 
~ follows: F:rom the1 West Side of Pla.
centia, for a ' f.og alarm; fr·om Talck's 
Beach for a Public Wharf; from Mer
asl1een for a Public Road; from 
Branche, St. Bride's, Suslett, Angels 
Cove, Patrick's Cove, Ship Cove, Ba.r
.achoix and Pt. Verde for a n1otor 
road; St. Mary's Bay for a Brea.kwa
ter; Pt. Lance . for a road; St. J os
eph's for a road; Long Hr.. ror r·oad 
rep·airs; from St. Peter's River, St. · 
V·incent's, Ga.skers and Point La HaJ·e 
to relie·ve destitution.. All these pe
titioners largely and in.fluentially sign 
ed, and if the· government w·ould ac
cede to the request they · would , not 
alone be attending to various public 
·works, which is such a great neces .. 
sity in the different pla.ce·s I have re
ferred to, but would also tend to a 
very large extent to relieve destitu
tion that is prevailing in these places 
bJ" giving employment that is so bad
ly ne·eded by the· people there. I trust 
that the government will give t11ese 
petitions their most serious and sym
pathetic consideration. 

MR. SINNOTT-Mr. Speaker. I 
ha.ve much pleasure in supporting the 
pray·er of the petitions ·presented by 
m:r" colleague. 

Hon. th~ Minister of Justice gave 
11otice ·· that . he would 011 to-morrow 

ask leave to introduce a Bill to 
amend the St. John's Municipal Act, 
1921. ' 

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave 
11otice that h.e would on to-morrow 
ask leave to introduce a Bill to re .. 
peal the Aerial Mail Service Act, 1919. • 

NOTICE OF QlJESTIONS. 
MR. MOORE asked Hon. the· Prime 

Minister, in the· absence of I-Ion. the 
lVIinister of Finance and Customs, to 
lay upon the table of the House a 
statement showing the dail:}f cost of 
operating the S.S. Da.isy on the Rev
enue · Service last year, the period 
during which said ship was enga~ged 
011 such se.rvice and the total cost ot 
opera ting her for the said period . . . 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
tabled reply. 

MR. MOORE asked I-Ion. the Colo-, 

nial Secretary, what a.rrangements 
have been made to supply relief to 
destitute persons at Rose Blanche, 
(District of · Burgeo and La Poile) and 

.. 

vicinity. Also (1) if any flo11.r, tea, 
' 

in.olasses, is being given out for re-
lief.; (2) by w.hom; (3) at what price; 
( 4) were prices obtained fro~ all the 
·Merchants doing business in Rose 
Blanche .or from one only autb.orized 
to be the supplier. 

HON. COL~ SECRETARY-The an
swer to this question is being pre
pared. 

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Minis-
ter of Posts and Telegraphs to table 
a detailed statement showing the to
tal amount of the cost of running the 
Post Office· Motor Van from April, 1st 
to Decembe·r 31st, 1921, giving the 
number .of gallons of gasolene llsecl 
and repairs effected in detail. 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS & TELE
GRAPHS-This information has not 
yet arrived, but I will table it for you 
this evening. 

4. IVIR. W'AL,S1H:-Asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister to table a detailed 
statement of the amount of $2,000·.0·0 
paid to 'the Minister ·df Public Works 

• 

• 

; 

• 
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account of the Harbor Main bye-elec
tion. 

HON. PRilMID MINISTER:-! will 
table the 'a.nswer this afternoon as 
soon as it is received. 

5. SIR. M. P. CASH'IN:-Asked Hon. . 
the Prime Minister for a stateme.nt 
showing the expenditure· up.on the con 
struction and operation respectively 
of the Telegraph System· since it was 
taken O·ver from R. G. Re-id under the 
Ra.ilway Amendment c ·ontr·act, 1901. 

• 

HON. PRIME MINIS!TER:-T'abled 
reply to Question No. 5. 

6. SIR M. P. 1CASHIN:-Asked the 
Minister of Public W·orks to place on 
the table of the H.ouse a c·opy of all 

' Road m.on.ies allocated for Lewispo·rte 
during the past ei.ghteen m.onths; the 
amount ·Of e·ach allocation; to whom 
given, and 3' . copy oif the returns for 
same. 

M'IN. OF PUBLIC WiORKS.:-I beg 
to table the reply to the· first :r>art of 
this question. The rema.inder will 
take some time to prepare an.d I pr·e
sume the .~Le.ader of the Oppo·sition is 
not in any great hurry for the info·r-

, 

mation a.nd I will se.cure it for him 
3AS early a,s possible. 

Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
Mr. Bennett gave notice of question 
Sir M. P. Ca.shin gav·e notice of 

que·stion .. 

P11rsuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, ih.e 
Bill entitled ''An Act to a,mend C3.p. 
85 of the Co·nsolidated Statutes, ~nti
tl 'Of the ·Central and Harbour Gr~tce 
Cou.rts,' " was read a second time r .. 11d 

\ -
passed, and it was ordered that it be 
engros-sed, being entitled as ab.ove, ~n.d 

that it be sent . to th.e Legislati,re 
Council with a message requesting · 
the concurrence of that body in its 

• • prO·VISIOns .. 
Pursua.nt to order, and on motion 

of Hon. the Prime [Minis.ter, the Hot1se 
res!olve.d itself into a 1C'ommittee of 
the Whole on Supply. 

Mr. S.peaker left the Chair. 

• 

\ 

Mr. Hibbs took the 1Cha.ir of Com
mittee. 

s .IR R. A. SQUIRE:s, PUBLI1C 
WORKS DEPARTME'NT·:-It will .be 
note·d that the Lunatic , Asylum and 
the ·Ge·neral Hospital votes are about 
the same as last year. The General 
Ho·s-pital is giving a small revenue. 
T'he inmates there pay $1.0·0: per day, 
tb.e cost to the H·os.pitaJ for· their keep 
is about 65 cents so that leave·s about 
35 ce·nts per day as a return. 

With regard to the Sanitorium it 
will be n.oted th.at there is an increase 
due to the fact thait there is an new 
wing added, there is an increase i11 
the number of about 34 S!Oldiers re
ceiving tre·atment. Y·ou will notice 
from the figures that the. vote for the 
Tuberculosis c.ampa.~gn is $1110,000.0·0 

Eskas·oni Hospital the vote is a 
n.ominal one. , T'he Fe·ver Hospital is 
slightly r·educed, the res:ult will be· 
11otjced in Sup·plies. , 

With respect to Roads and Bridges 
in view of the fa,ct that Relief lVIone)1 

has been largely used it is pra.ctical 
so fa,r as money is concern.ed to cut 

• 
the general grant in two. That does 
not nle·an they will cost one-half of 
what they d,o now, because bridges 
may give out or break down at any 
time and they will , have to be re -. .. pa1rea. 

There is one portion of the Depart
m'ent of Public Wo,rlrs we · c~n only 
deal with in conne.ction with the Dis
tricts. Page 90. 'T·ha.t is the Ferry 

· Se·rvice. There are a la.rge numbe.r 
of Ferries, several bf which have been 

' 

dis.continued already. T'he Fer·ry Ser-
vice will have to be dealt with by the 
Members of the respective Districts 
as well a.s b;y the Depatrtmental H·eads 
G·overnment an.d Oppo.sition mem.bers 
alike will / have to co·-operate. It is a 
service for the outports ent~rely; a 
servic·e which the M.e,mber·s for St. 
John's East and West are n.ot called 
upon to deal with. 

With regard to P 1osts ' and T'ele ... 
graphs the ,same applies as to the Fe·r 

I 

,. . 

• 
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ry Service under the Public Wo,rks De 
pa,rtme,nt. It is a matter for the dis
trict members and the Minister of 
Posts and Teleraphs. Last year the,re 
wais a loss of $l66,000 on T'ele,graphs. 
It was not entirely a loss: on T 1ele-
1graphs,. but on Posts as well, because 
usually the 10perators in the outports 
are Postmas:ters as well. A portion 
of th~t loss, though it may be a sm~ll 
part, will be off s,et by the returns 
from the Po:st Offices. It will be dealt 

I 

with by the P 1ostmaster · ·Gene,ral, and 
adjusted be1tween I,osts an.d T'ele
graphs as best ma,y suit the, general 
public. 

Under the hea,1 of Posts and 'rele
g·raphs co1nes the question of Steam 
Subsidies. The cc>st of Steam Subsi
dies throughout this cot1ntrv ts ex-, -
tremely heavy. 

(Page 124.) 
Port aux Basques . . . . . . . 
Fogo . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • 

Fortune Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Labrador . . . . . . . . . . . . 
North East Coast . . . . . . . . 
South and West Coasts . . . . 

$40.000 
40,000 

100,00Q 
40,000 
40,000 

Notre Dame Bay . . . . . . . . 35,000 
St. George's . . . . . . . . . . . . 30~000 

Humbermouth . . . . . . . . . . 35 ,000 
With respect to these subsidies it 

should be ·possible to make some re-
adjustments ancl re-arrangements. 
The South East and North East 
Coasts are . willing to co-operate for 
curtailment. Whether the E.S. Susu 
Co. are prepare,d to accept $20,000 in
stead of $40,000 r do not know. $40,-
000 seems to be too much for tha,t 

• service. 
The steam Subsidies are subsidies 

theoretically and are suppose:d to be 
for carrying mails, but in reality p,art 
of it goes for the purpose of dPcreas
ing the rates for freight and passe11-
gers and thus m,aking it cheaper for 
both. 

If my hon. friends opposite woulrl 
do the Heads of De.partments the cour 
tesy of co-operating the cost of most 
estimates could be greatly reduce,d, 

and put on a very sound basis, and 
without doubt a reduction of $200,000 
'vould be effected. 

With respect to the Estim.ates at 
the beginning, on Page 6, concerning 
tl1e vote, for interest on ours, the,re 
can be no dispute over) that, and also 
no reduction. It is voted by resolu
t1on. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-May I ask 
the Hon. Prime, l\Iinister if any of the 
1921 Loan Bonds are left over? 

HON. THE PRIME . ·MINISTE'R. 
··-None whatever. I think that some 
correspondence was handled or sent 
in a few nlo,nths ago, asking if there 
were some, for sale, I referred them 
to the local Companies; Messrs .. John-
s ton and Ward and Mr. C. A. C. Bruce, 
and I think there were some purchas- , 
:ed locally. 

Mr. Chairman, on Page 7 as men
tic)ned it was and is the in.tention to 
clispense with the services of two rail
road Inspectors. They, are no longer 
n,ecessary. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Who are 
they? 

HON. THE' PRIME MINISTER. 
--Messrs. Kennedy- and Murphy. They 
were really Branch Line Inspectors, 
a.nd as there is no intention of build
ing a.ny Branch Railways their ser
vices will not be required. 

MR. MacDONNELL-May I aRk the 
l-Ion. the, Prime Minister to justify the 
Government Engineer's position? He 
is of no benefit to the· Colony, and the 

' 
"~ork does not call for an official at 
such a hl1ge _ salary as he is getting 
from the government. 

HON. THE PRIMFJ MINISTER. 
-The Government Engineer is an ad
n1irable man and, a very capa,ble one, 
and he is highly useful in his position 
and capacity. ·He possesses one of 
the best Engineering Degree,s it is 
possible to obtain, and he has been 
of the greatest value to the country. 

MR. MacDONNELI"'·-Of co11rse I 
have nothing against him personally, 

• 
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but I certainly do think that there 
could be a consid~rable saving there. 

MR. HIGGINS-·Mr. Chairn1an, I 
take it that the idea now is tc get 
down to the Estimates and S11pply 
arid to make reductions w·herpver it 
is possible. I just 'vant to say one 
\vord, and to thank the governn1ent 

·for the con.sideration given tl1e ques
tion of the reduction of the Estimates. 

• 

I regret that this House finds itself 
in such a position at the present time 
I "rant to be perfectly clear on the . 
point as to whether by cutti11g clown 
the Estimates in here, the J)0pa,rt-
1nental Heads and H.on. ~1embers will 
not be allowed to increase them by 
Minute of Council or otherwise as ein
ergency arises, as l1as been the habit 
cluring the past two years. 

In the case of my I-Ion. friencl op
llOsite,-Tl1e l\'.finister of Justjce-I . 
assert that certa.in expenses should 
lle absolutely cut out, and I especially 
lay emphasis on the · question of the 
I-Iorse Police. It is notl1ing 11ut a. cod 
and an incentive to pc>or people wh<> 

t -~ 

are finding the greatest difficulty in 
making both ends ineet. If yoi1 are 
determined to keep them on then for 
God's sake take them away from St. 
John's, send them down North to be' 
preserved. They can1e in first ·by re
quest of the Inspector General to iook 
after the country roads, and to keep 
n1otorists from s.peeding, such an idea 
is nothing but a collosal farce, the 
w·hole thing is notl1ing more . tha11 .a 
laughing stock fo1· the pt1blic. They 
are only clun1sy models on clumsy 
l1orses, and are useless. So I say 
when' we come to ·that department 1 I 
hopei to ~ee that extravagant idea cut 
out absolutely. It is not fair to the 
men who are in the Horse Police. 
Give them something ttseful to de. It 
is the same as ·when '\'\1 e had the Pc•
lice Band, that was useless ana. u11-
necessary expense and tl1erefore was 

' cut out, so do tl1e sarrie with the 
I-Iorse Police. 

With regard to the general rlepart
rnents of the Government I must say 
that I can neithe·r congratt1late nor 
compliment the Government on their 
attempted endeavour to cut do,vn the 
Estimates. We all recognize that !n 
order to make a saving that \vill be 
111aterial we are not going to do it if 
've go about it in this petty Vlfl)' of 
lopping off a sn1al1 vote here and 
there. . The Government simply take 
the position that they will leave it to 
the - district represe:ntatives to con1e 
in here, and recommend the cutting 
out of some small votes for their re
spective districts. Now that is not 
the idea at all if you ~~re · going to 
111ake any material reduction in the 
estimates. The thing that the repre
sentatives will be willing voluntarily 
to lop off will not be the great big 
thing;s. T'he pubilc se·dvice in ilts 
broad sense is a question entirely for 
tl1e government. 

The position that has been take11 
by those who have spoken from this 
side of the I-louse is that the expendi·· 
ture is an annual cost, a.nd tl1e poin.t 
in asking the government to r€lduce 

• 
expenditure was that some large 
chunk would come off the public ex
penditure. Now we are not going to 
do that unless the governn1ent an-
11ounces its policies on t.hose large 
votes, such as stea1ners, telegra,ph of
fices, post offices etc. It is not a 
matter that representatives cD .. n 11ani:1 
le· at all, a11cl I do not thinl\: that we 
can honestly be asked to vote for 
these estimates until this is done. 
Now I knrJw that this is not a popu
lar vote. It is a. vote that requires .. . . ' 

statesma.nship a'nd thought for the 
'velfare of the col1ntry rega,rdless of 
political consequences, but the peo
ple have sen.se enough . to see that it 
is necessary. The great b_u~lc of us 
should probably not · be here at. all. 
The people outside have just as i11uch 
sense as ~:-e have. They kno'\v th~t 
we cannot afford what we l1ave been 

• 

• 

.. 

• 
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having. Instead of having a mail a 
day we ha.ve got to be satisfien with 
a mail a week. The p·eople themselves 
realize that we can't have a thing 
tha.t we can't afford, We have got t<> 
get do,vn to practical business sense. 
The ordinary man is saying to hin1-
self~ a.nd some of them are saying to 
us. I cannot live on 30 cents out of a 
dollar. 

I may say right here that the 
amount th.at you. will save in cutti11g 

' 

a. man's salary is absoltttely insigni-
ficant. The civil servants in the 
country to-day ca11 scarcely get. a1on.g 
with what they are getting. If you 
have l 00 me.n it is better to pay 80 of 

' 

them a living wage and let 20 go 
than to continue paying the 100 a 
salary that they ~annot live on. . If 
there is going to be a big redttction 
it must be on the big items, and that 
is entirely the d.uty and responsibili
ty of the administration. It is one of 
the penal ties of administration. 

There are two items, tb.e interest 
on the country's debt Rnd. the solclie:r's 
pensions. which together amount to 
more than the total revenue in 1913. 
We can't get rid of paying the inte·r
est on our debt. We have got to pay 
the soldier·'s pensions. It i's a vote of 
l1011our and no one questions it. Now 
with these two items V\rhich 1mount 
to practically four millions of dollars 
'vhat is the am.aunt . of revenue 've 

' 
need? 

I do not think that the Goi.rernme·nt 
can count 011 a revenue of 9 million 

.i.. 

(lollars. There · is 110 production, and 
no industry. Our fisheries are con
ducted only during a few months or 
tl1e summer, ai1d that is abou.t tbe on
ly matter on which we can cot1nt. 

If there is one avenue of revenue 
that the Government ought to exploit 
it is the attraction of tourists 11ere. 
We have heard a lot of tallr abot1t our 
na.tural a.dvantages for tourists and 
our salmon fishing. If }'"OU 'vant tour·· 
ists to come in here you have got the 

example before you of the Province. 
of Quebec. Tourists can onl~r be ex
pected to come in here by ·ha·ving con
.ditioris that will appeal to the ord.in
ary man. They lJelieve in the id ea. up 
there that you can't legislate a man 
into Heaven. M!'. Taschereau, the 
Prime Minister of Quebec~ bas an-
11ounced that he is going to "'ipe out 
their public debt by tourists traffic, 
by sane laws in the liquor traffic, ·not 
crazy law as we have here. I think 
the government would do well to con
sider this matter in connection with. 
the report that was presented here 
.last year, and 

1
tha petitions that were 

presented signed _by a large nt1mber 
of people a.II over the cot1ntry. The 
demand "·as so sane that the ge·nt
lemen who came in with the govern
ment proposition assented to the se
cotid sugvestion. It will be remem-

~ 

bered that the government got the 
report of a Commission on the1 work
ing of the prohibition I.Jaw, and the 
Commission came in with the rep.art 
that the working o'f the Prol1ibition 
Law was not satisfactory. They re
commended that th.e matter be taken 
tip for consideration. The petition 
that were presented to this House 
went further. Honourable members 
will remember that neither side 
thought that the government ought of 
itself take up the moderati.on of the 
law. Now I a.m actuated to makf) 
this suggestion here because of tl1e 
fact that we are l<Joking for revenue. 
People, tourists, are not coming here 
if they are going to be tabooed. There 
11as arisen now a practice among the 
police to arrest an~r man whom they 
catch w'ith . a bottle. The idea is a 
farce~ aR the whole idea is a farce. 

Quebec to-day is the hope of Cana
da, and is held. ot1t as the best govern
ed Province of Ca,nada. I seriously 
ask, ought we not give consideration 
to the view presented here last year, 
as aJ . sane business proposition? Some 
pro.hibitionists object to making rev-

, 



I • 

, 

250 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

enue out of liquor, but we are mak
i11g revenue out of it now, a,nd if the 
prlnciple is wrong it is wrong novr. 
There is not "a single man listening 
to me in this Chamber who does not 
recognize that the revenue from the 
Controller's Dept. is not a11 estin1ated 
revenue. What then is the difference 
between this situation and the situa
tion that I have suggested. Yo11 ca.n't 
be a prohibitionist and make money 
off the sale of liquor. The revenue 
n1ade out of ·the sale of liquor to-day 
is out of our own people, but my sug- ,~ 

gestion is to take the revenue out of 
the man who has plenty of time and 
plenty of inoney at his disposa.l and 
is willing to c9n1e here, and help us 
pay off our public debt. 

And instead of as to-da.y the re"\r
f.~11ue from the <Jontroller's Dep·art-
1nent is taken from ourselves, we 
sl1ould Joosen up to tbe me11 from out 
side who are prepared to come in here 
and spend their money, partict1larly_ 
through the happenings of recen.t 

· years in tg.e T1nited States. The hon
orable · members opposite will ~,gree 

with me when I say that . the 5 mil
lions made in . Quebec last year was 
made up from the week-end tourist 
traffic. I st1ggest seriously that this 
ma.tter be given thought. I vrould 
like to suggest to the Hon. Prime Min--
ister that when " 1 e come to consider . 
the votes for ite1ns which may be 
ter1ned of a national charaeter--apart 
from those · of a distinctly district na ... 
ture-he present sbmething in the 
\Vay of a definite policy. Be i'f good 
or bad it ought to com.e from tl1c gov
ernment · and the wisdorn or other-

• wise of it can be discussed later. It 
is no use to trY. and discuss a11ything 
till this is done. I want to say at 
this stage that there is no desire on 
the part of the Opposition to delay 
votes unless there is a paricutlar 

reason for it, and the best progress 

will be made if the govern.1nent 'vill 
to-morrow or the next day . give us 

the cold figures as to the public ser .. 
vices. Tell· the people that if the.y 
cannot get a steamer or other con
venience for so much, that they have 
to do without it. That is the only 
honest way. · Speaking for Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Vinicom be as well as myself, 
I would say that the . people <)f Bell 
Island will agree to do without a.ny
thing that we cannot afford. They 
have consulted us about many mat
ters of importance, but we have not 
laid them before the government till 
nave. Now as to the idea of the hon .. 
arable member for St. Ba.rbe aslring 
for a railway for that district, it is 
out of all reason at the present time. 

• 

The people ought to have it put to 
them squarely that "re cannot nJfford 
it. . It should be 111ade clear to then1 

' that if we can only earn so much 
and only aff.ord so much, they c~~n on
ly have s.uch and such a service. 
Would not the ordinary man rather 
see his taxes reduced and 'vait a. day 
or two for a train, thal). see the cars 
going by every day empty while he 
had to pay for them. It is. 3. practi
cal proposition and does not call for 
any great statesn1anship. We can on
ly bear so much taxation and ca.n get 
only so much service. A man with 
ortly $10 can only get a $10 suit-a 
suit of ready mades-he cannot go to 
the tailor and pay more. No'v take 

. the case of the Minister of Education 
for instance-l1e might like to have 
a better service in his department, but 
we cannot afford it. This ·is no re
flection 011 him or his associa.tes-I 
'vill deal with this subject . fl1rther 
when we coi:;ne to it. To-day we have 
half a dozen officials . in small settle
ments wh.ere only one. is needed~ thus 
in.creasing the expenses, and we got 
to make . up our 111inds that if we are 

_/ 

to vote· on a .Budget that we can af-

ford., we must get right down to it. A 

few years ag·o many people were run

n.ing about in costly motor cars, and 

I 
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', 

vulgarly displa.yi11g th.eir wealth, but 
tl1ey cannot do it now, and have to 
do w'itho11t. They sin1ply cannot af
fc>rd it. There ·is an expression at
tributed to the l\1inister of Worlrs that 
is very true. It is "''"hat can you do 
'vhe11 tl1e cards go brok.e." If YOll 

haven't got the cards you can't call 
y·our opponent. The country now 
ca.nnot afford . to· give us the conveni
ences we h.ad a.nd we got to drop them 
-that's all there is to it. And so be-

• 

fore you come in with. w~t I . may 
call the major votes, we ought to ha,re 
1:1 clea.r cut policy laid before lls. If 
W8 go on to disc11ss the vote for some 
t1pecial steamer or some particular 
section of the railroad we will get 
nowhere. It is only beggtng the 
({t1estion to say \\"e should 'vait and 
get the views of ltonourable n1en1bers 
who a.re particularly interested. If 
the government is satisfied we cannot 
cut the ser.,.rices, then say so; but if 
they have the pluck to . do so and do 
11ot view the question from the stand
point of e:x:pediency, they ca.n reduce 
tl1e r~stimv.tes, not $200 ,000, b11t ten 
times tha,t amount. To do that, tcJ 

\ m~ke a h11ge and necessary cut, you 
will ha,re to scrap a tot of public con
veniences~ and I think the ti1ne for 
that scrapping has arrived. It is nc)t 
a nice thing for any man here to haire 
to sa~r we cannot afford the1n, but a 
few :v·ea.rs ago a gentleman who has . 
nc)'V gone to his rew·a.rd had some
thing to say of unnecessary trapp~ngs. 

I 

And to-day we have tb.ose trappings 
n.nd we cannot afford' them. Now take 
the position of the Hon. Min. of Fish-

. eries. Mr. C,oaker is evidently not de
pending on that job as hP has done 
a,lJsolutely notb.ing the la.st t\vo years 
to earn his salary. He is the man who 
was going to elevate that position to 
the highest degree of effici<?ncy and 
as we are asked to believe he has 
done that, why not pension him r and 

let the H.on. Minister of Shipl;)ing 
take charge of that depa.rtment. · I 
believe he is fully as capable v,s the 
other. Now that is no idle sugges
tion. The Hon. Mr. Coaker evidently 
lloes not want us to regard hi1n as a 
figure. heacl-he ·who was supposed to 
b~ the inost energetic man in the 
country-and to-day he is not even 

. a figur·e·head as we cannot see · him 
. here. The handling of that depart-
1nent is a . matter for the government 
to decide. We can truthfullJ' say he 
is not attending to his job and does 
not want it. If "Te were running an 
ordinary business and a 1nan was 
away continually, ·would we keep 011 
sending him his cheque. Not likely
so why not send the Hon. Mr. Coaker 
his pension. He has set the example 
of doing nothing-he who was the 
personification of energy. As the hon
orable member for the District of St. 
George's 11.as said, he has several mat 
ters of importance on which to con
sult him, but he cannot be found · at 

' 

his office. The Hon. Min. of Shipping 
can do the work of the department as 
'veil as the Hon. Mr. -Coaker-and it 
is no grea.t compliment to him to say 
that he can do it as well as one who 
is never there. No'v the Hon. Mr. 
ebaker has no exct1se for his absenre 
from this chamber; hEl is not ill as 
the Hon. Min. of Finance 'vas during 
his absence last year. As rega.rds 
tl1e H.on. Mr. Foote, his department is 
still going on and he is getting his · 
sala.ry. His is a -jcb that only a.1 law
yer understands. That is one of the 
advantages of being a la~re1", they 
have ways of looking after them
selves as the Hon. Minister of Jt1stice 
will appreciate. Seriot1sly, I think 
it would be a good way to meet the 
feelin.g abroad to scrap a department. 
We first had a Shipping Dept. in the 
clays when knighthood was in flo,v·er 

• 
under Sir John Cr.osbie, but now we 

are back to the days of the Ca v0 n1an 

who could easily run both depart-
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1n.ents under one head. The Hon. Mr. 
Coaker who was the uncrowned king 

. bas fallen down on his job and is µow 
(lead; why not let us say ''the King is 
dead, 1011g live the l{ing" ancl send 
the Hon. M·r. Cave to the Fisheries 
Dept. to carry it on. I in.vite the 
government's appreciation to these 
thoughts and ask that they consider 
supply before advanci.ng the Budget. 

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE-·-Mr Chair 
man, I have listened with much inter
est to what the honorable men1ber for 
St. Joh.n's East has said, ~nd whilst 
I do not subscribe to all, I agree 
with some of his remarks. No,,1 th.e 
I-louse apparently does not fully un .. 
derstand the situation. The Execu
tive Government have called in the. 
representatives of the different con
stituencies to assist in considering 
the Estimates; first in corn.pliance 
with the ordinary rules of courtesy 
as to const1lting them before any re ... . 
duction is made in the pltblic services 
and secondly, to see that any r·educ
tion if made, is done without the dis·· 
turbanc~ of affairs in their pa.rticu.lar 
district. We did not have the advant
age of consulting the honorable mem·· . 
bers of the Opposition and we come in 
11ere this aftern.oon with the Esti·· 
mates, and said we would cut out a 
lot ·of co11veniences which woulcl re
duce the expenses, but did ·not want 
to do it without consulting tl1e Min
ister concerned, and getting his ad
v.ice a.s to the reduction in his particu
lar constituency. The reductions sug
gested may seem small, but when we 
co1ne to consid~r that the estimated 
expenditure as to War Pensions," a.nd 
the Public Deb~ " 1 ill be nearl:y· 4 mil
lions, it will be seen that only some 
4 1-2 m.illions is left to run the p11blic 
services on. and to further cut that 
by 2 millions wol1ld leave only 2 1-2 
millions for the task which wo11ld be 
an impossible one unless we ,1,rere to 
cut the institutions which already run 

away with large st1ms. I for one 

would not like to be a party to the 
cutting of the votes for the Tuber
culosis Hospital, Lunatic or Poor Asy 
1um or General Hospital, thol1gh l 
inust say I haye done my best to re
duce the number of inmates a.t the 
l">.enitentiary by the introduction of 
the much discussed !Iorse Police. Un
fortunately this is a very popular 
government and the· Poor Asylum, L·u
natic and all the other institutions 
are full to capacity so that thP hon
orable members opposite will see that 
it would be hard indeed to cut them -
down. 
!lllirn'll.:i•~')l\''. . "; ,,,, ' . 
-.~trrl(H~~\IJ..~ .. i,,, , · 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-The Govern-
ment will be full next. 

HON. MIN. OF JlTSTICE.--I am 
coming to that phase of the situation 
later. I agree with the honorable 
member for St. John's East as to the 
cutting of salaries, but a redllCed ser
v'ice would mean double the loRs in 
efficiency, and whi1e the agitation for 
clecreased expenditure is rife I do not 
se~ how we can put tl1e salaries back 
It must be remembered that during 
the last few years the salaries of the 
public servants were raised as the 
cost of living advanced. Tl1e last 
government continued to increa.se the 
wage of the small salaried man in 
greate.r proportion. than that of the 
one with the large salary. We follow
ed the s1ame principle and "rhilc so1ne 
who got an incre·ase of 100 per cent. 
'vere cut 12 1-2 per cent, where they 
recP-ived only a 10 per cent raise they 
v;rere reduced 20 per cent. Now I 
come to the much discussed ql1estio11 
of the Horse Police. I don't propose 
to say much about it this afternoon. 
I have heard honorable members in 
a.nd outside the House discuss it--. 
they are almost members of it, and 
have made themselves hoarse 'talking 
about it. I hope to convince yot1 gent 
lemen on the other sicle) as I did some 
others here, that we will save mone3• 
by bringing in the Horse Police, and 

' 
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I have the facts and figures to show 
that we will. 

MR. HIGGINS-I am sort of pledg
ed to see that vote does not go thru' 
and I am going to appeal for assis~M 

ance from the outport members op .. 
posite for once in IDl' life. 

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE-I hope to 
convince the honorable member that 
the Horse Police are necessary. 

MR. HIGIINS--Perhaps you do, bui 
you know they are no good-I mean 
tl1ey are simply an eyesore. 

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE-Now · the 
honor~ble member for St. John's East 
went on to deal with the revent1e that 
inay be raised by inducements being 
held out to tourist traffic. When I 
venture to say anything on this sub
ject, 1 am not doing it as 11\'finister of 
Ju.stice, as a member of the govern .. , 
ment or of any p·articular party. p ·ro .. 
11ibition was passed, not as a pa.rty 
measure, but as one brought in and 
supported c•r opposed as the. case 

. h·t be. by members irrespective of ID.lg . ' 
what side they were ·OD. It ha.s often 
surpr,ised me to think why this rev·· 
enue 'was cut .off with one fell blow. 
'1..,he p·eople, not only of St. John's 
but all around the coast had long 
been trying to get tourists to con1e 
he.re. In. St. George's two hotels had 
been e·rected, one at Stephenville ancl 
one at George's Brook. T'he former 
is now practically a ruin and the 
other receives very little patrona~e. 
Whatever right we may have to de
prive Ollr own people of liquor or 
prevent them imbibing too freely, l 
do not see why we should deal so 
with outsiders. We might as well 
say th.at because there is liquor in 
Quebec no Newfoundlanders must go 
there. In the province of Quebec_ last 
year the~' made 4 millions by direct 
taxation and the sale of spirits a11cl 
. that is very small in . comparison to 
v/hat they made by getting in the tour 
. t They are now taking a qt1arter IS S. , 
of that 4 millions to impro, .. e their 

roads and so induce more tourists to 
cc>me in and they hope to make 8 
inillions next year. 

Quebec is the sanest of all the Pro .. 
vinces. In name it is Liberal, but in 
fact it is the most ultra-conservative 
province in the J)ominion of Canada. 
We cannot expect tourists to come 
here un.less we make the necessary 
provision for them. J ha.ve no doubt 
that we would have a large hotel er·
ected here now without the a.id of any 
concessions from the Go,rernment or 1 

any other assistance if ~'ve ·couln pro
vide visitors with the necessary spir
ituous ·necessities. In this connection 
it is worthy of note that for every 
emigrant that goes to Canada, three 
go to Australia because the latter 
country has no prohibition Ia·w. Per
haps when the government can tack-

• 
le this matter son1e measure 'Nill be 
clevised that will be suitable to . the 
'raried views of the people of New
foundland. 

With regard to the Estimates, I take 
it that many of tl1e larger votes, re .. 
presenting as they do current expen·· 
ditures that permit of no reduction, 
can go throl1gh Committee with what 
information the government is now in 

I 

positio11 to give while others~ such a~ 
the rail way vote can only be <le alt 
with after some definite plans for 
the future have bBen formulated, and 
I take it that sucl1 is . the intention of 
the Prime Minister. In the meantime 
many other smaller vc,tes ougl1t to be 
dealt with now and for that reason 
we have gone into the Estimates so 
that those votes that we cannot 
change may be taken up while the 
others are being considered. . 

MR. MOORE~Is it the in.ter1tion 
to drop these two railway inspectors? 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
--Yes 

MR. MOORE-One of these men 
has been a long time in the govern-

, 
ment. I doh't think the other one ev-

( 
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er did a11y railw·ay inspecting though. 
Now who is the i11asonary supt.'! 

HON. THE PRIME lVfINISTER-.. 
That is a man named Whale. Ile if.I 
now in charge of the Grand Bank pier 
·operations. The salary is always vot
ell for masonary· superintendent, bllt 
it is usually a drop balance. 

MR. MOORE-Who is the inspector 
. of rolling stock? 

I-ION. THE PRIME MINISTER-·~ 
I ca.nnot tell you off hand. 

MR. MOORE-I am glad the mys
~tery ,v\rith regard to lVIr. Murphy has 
been cleared up by the question 
which I asked in the House. He is 
drawing a salary as a railway inspec-

. \ 

tor, but he is never· seen in to\Vn ex-
cept on Regatta Day or on th~ eve cf 
ai1 election, but his salary is a.I ways 
sent out to him. 

With regau-d to it.he rema.rks just 
1nade by Mr. Higgins and suppc>rtet1 
bv the Hon. Min. of Justice, I am ful-., 

ly' in accord. It rloes not make much 
clifference to me what is done in con
nection with the . Prohibition farce, 
but I do kl!OW that you are m.aking 
drunkards out of 11early every young 
man in the city. 1 can speak from 
personal experience as to wha.t they 
fl.re doing in the ~rovince of Quebec. 
I reme·mber sta.nding n.ea.r the Wind-
sor Hotel in Montreal one week-encl 
\Vhen a numbe:r of cars cam.e in over 
the border from tli.e States bringing 

\ 

we sa \V that here twenty years ago. 
but who ever expected to see it 
aga.in? I strongly support the ide:i 
of a license law that "\V·ould permit 
the running of a few places in the 
woods where tourists coming here 
could get what they .wanted to dr·ink. 

With regard to the Horse Policf~, 

for God's sake don't speak of it anJ' 
111ore. It was only a fa.d .t)f the In ... 
.spector General's like these big fl.re 
trucks he has, and like them, alto
gether unnecessary. Not a horse has 
left the Fire Hall since he got them, 
they are eating their heads off 'vith 

' 

nothing to do. I don't see how 've 
can expect to cut clown exp,enses with 
tha,t sort of thing going on. I oppose 
that vote for the horse P·Olice. 

SIR IVI: P. 1CASHIN:-D·o I under
stand it is, th.e intention to dismiss 
1t1r. Kennedy, who is O·ne of these 
r.ailwaty inspector·s re,ferred to 't 

HON. PRIME MINIST·ER:--Both. 
positi:ons are being dropped . 

SIR. IM. P. 1CASHIN:-Mr. Kennedy 
has been in the employ of the govern 
n1ent for t'venty-five years. He has 
given the be~t yea.r·s of his life t() 
this work a.nd no,w, this is the kind 
of retrenchm.ent we1 are going to havt 
I think it is indece·nt. D10 I under· 
stand it is the intention to retire hin1 
on two-thirds pension? Surely you 
are n.ot going to put him on the street 
ait this hour of his life with·out worry 
ing · ~ny more abo.ut him. Wha.t is to 
become of a man as old ·as he is, ir 
you simply fire him out. 

HON. PRIME MINIS·TER :---!Th(l 
'questio·n of what will happen after 
June 30th, to Mr. Kenne4y or any 
others wh.o have to b·e dr·opped has 

·not been considered. 

a crowd of America.ns. On the car~ 
were such mottq_s as "Thank God we 
are in the Land of the Free" and "We 
are going to move t!ie Statue of Lib- . 
erty over here' and others. They look
ed as if they had come for a good 
time and I expected to ~ee them roll
ing in the m ltd before man)· hours 
11ad passed, but during the "\vhole 
time they remained there, I dirln't see 
a single drunk, although there was a 
saloon on every corner. I saw here 

SIR M. P. 1CASJ.IIN:-Is that your 
: answer? 

a few days ago a man stripped to the 
waist on the street acting like a lu-
11atic more than a11ything else. Now, 

HON. PRIME MINIS'TE:R:-Thl, . 
same thtng applies to all the· . others 
. 'vhose positions are be·ing dr.oppe·d. 
l 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-1 loo·k upor1 
Mr. Kennedy, and this House lookb 

• 

• 

I 
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upon .him as a good servant, and now 
you are pre.pared to throw him on 
the str·eet without a moment's con
aideratlon. Take the Pe·nitent1ar) 
5ob, :tor example. It is common talk 
on the street that yo·u ar·e going . to 
·pension Mr. Parsons, practically a 
;young man, and put another young 
nian in his place. Why not treat \Mr'. 
P~rsons a.nd Mr. Kennedy alike? Is 
it because Ke·nnedy 'vas c1onsidered a 
black shee1p ill! the last Hr. Main .elec
tion? I certainly would like to have 
iin understanding from the govern
ment that Mr. Ke.nnedy will b~ lookeu 
out for. I can understatnd the younb 
man on Bell Island being droppell:
Why was he ap1ointed in the first 
place? It is rtrue that he is a re
turned soldier, but he has his tl.p~~ 

.po1ntment as magistr3.1te of Belt 1s-
. ' 

land in his pocket. He is not · on the 
\,same footing as Mr. Kennedy. 

HON . . P.RIME MINIST'E1R:-It is 
just as well to leave the vote there 
as to put Mr. Kennedy on tl1e pension 

. list. 
·, SIR . M. P. CASHIN:-Then leave;; . 
him there by all means. 

HON. PRIME 1MINISTER:--"The, I 

p-Osition is· no longer necessary. If 
M~. Ke.nnedy_ is entitled to be pension
ed so is everyone else whose job is 
to ' be dropped. If w·e want retrench-

. menit let us have it, but if Y10U are 
• 

going to put eve1ry second civil ser,. 
vant, wh,ose position is not being con
tinued, on the pe·nsion list, it is just 
as well for us to let things remain 
as they are. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-If we ar~ 

going to have retrenchment I don't 
see ":hy we should start in on Rhody 
·John Kennedy. You gave· Mr. Liddy 

I 

a pensi·on al.nd he was a m.u.ch young-
er man th.an Mr. Kennedy. 

HON. PRIME MINIS'TER:-Mr. 
!Liddy was an ill man and he had to 
go to the United States for treatment. 

SIR M. P. ·Cl\.SHIN:-1M:r. Kenne·dY 
·is b·Y no means a robus,t m~n and as 
I have said, he is a much older ma.n 

than Mr. Liddy. Surely yo1u are not 
in earnest about putting this man on 
the str·eet. I must registe.r my ob
jection to it strongly. We w.e.re to1ld 
that we retrenched la.st year, an<l 
that we start~d with . the House of 
Assembly, but no such thing happen- . 
ed, and now we are going to begin 
retrenchment with Rh,ody John Ken
nedy. 

HON. P'RIME MINISTER:-These 
two j,obs are no longer necessary and 
for that reason the·y are being drop

. ped. I am not conce.rned wi1t.h the 
pers.onnel. 

SIR M .. P. CASHIN:~Neither am I 
but I a.m not going to be a party to 
this injustice. 

My experience of Kennedy is that 
he is a "man" in every sense o·f the 
word. Still, you are here th.is after
noon' to do him an injusti.ce. I 
agree with wh.at Mr. Hig,gins has said 
that the reductions in salaries: do 
n 1ot amount to a row 0 1f beans so far 
as retrenchment is concerne,d, in the 
public service generally. 1Consequent
ly, I would like to have an under
taking from the Prime Minister this 
afte·rnoon thait Mr. Kennedy after 
twenty-five years of faithful sevice, 
is to be s.et a.side for a man caJ.lled 
Murphy, a political heeler. T'hi~ is 
certainly a most amusing incident, if 
it '"·ere no1t so serious for the gentle
man concerned. What have you re
presentatives of the "underdo·gs'' got 
,to saiy to this s·candal this .aftern.oon? 
It m11sit :have b:een intere*'ing .at 

• .Your meetin.g when you were dis- · 
cussing the salary of Mr. Kennedy, 
who was drawing $1~200 a yea.r; nut, 

' apparently, you never thought of re-
l,renchment in the Education. Depart
men1t, which is presided over by Dr. 
Batrnes, wh·o is dra.wing $6,100·0 and 
extras,including his sessional in
demnity. When I ca1ne here 20 ye·alrs 
ago, the E'ducational vote was $1UO, 

000; to day it is $800;000 and still 
there is n,ot a hint made ~t :retrench-
' ment he·re this afternoon. Why Be-

' 
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cause the Mi11iste·r in charge is a 
member of the Executive Council. 

· Hundreds of thousands of dolalrs 
co·uld b1e saved from ithat departme.nt. 
But the government a.re not in earn
est whe.n they allO"'\\'. the ·Gove,rnor, 
Chief Justice, the Superintendent at 
the PeniteD1tia.ry, and others to hold 
down big .salaries that they receivea 
dl1ring the war; and still they "fire• 
this man Ke.nnedy afte·r twenty-five 

;ye~rs service, be,cause, I suppose, h.e 
was against th.e Prime Minister or 
D·r. ,Campbell or S·Oimebody else politt~ 
cally. We can only appeal to the 
Prime Minister-the rest do not 
count. He is the whole show, and I 
admire him for being th.a .whole show. 
I have confidence in him yet, and I 
~ppeal to him to see that this than . ' 

Kennedy is· treated right. 

The dicision O'f the government 
to-night is that, becaus·e of th.e re·· 
trenchment policy, Rhody John Ken
nedy is to be fire·d out to a.ave. the 
country a thousand dollars a year, 
whilst I hold in -my hand now particu
Iru,rs of one of the worst scandals: ever 
~perpetrated in Nowf.oundland. 011t of 
th.e four hundred thousand .dollars 
that was given out by the government 
last ~1ear for fishery suplies; the F. P. 
U. got seventy-s.even thousan.d dol-

\lars·, and p31id ba.ck only twelve hun
dred of it. And the worst featur·e ·of 
it is·, thes1e s.upplie·s were supposed 
to be given out to the fishermen o.f 
the North last near. The .Prime Min
ister was very quick in bringin.g down 
Auditors and detectives here to en
quire into doi'ngs of .1the late govern
ment; but here is food for him to 
enquire into; one of the worst scan
dals ever known in the history ot 
the country. This scandal was un
e·arthed by the Opposition free of 
f harge. What a lovely posi~ion the 
government are in to-night! No 
wonder people outside are continual
ly asking th.em.selves the question, 
·"Why is.n't Coa.ker in the House?" 
The reason is, he has n·ot got enough 

strength, or enou·gh will poweI, 
,to sta.nd up against the 
charges that are to be laid agains'
.him in this Ho,use. The firm of G. & 
M. Gosse als.o got $4,500 for supplies, 
~till I was told here the . 0th.er da) 
that I was making fa,lse state·menta 
·when I wa.s enumerating wh.ere thb 
money had gone fo·r fishery suplies. ~ 

say, Mr. Chairman, tha.t incidents 
feuch as I have just cited .are criminal. 
I make the strutement here n.o'w that 
many of the fishermen who got sup
plies· last year on government a.c-

• 

count have paid in full for them and 
the money is in the p,ockets of th.e 
Planters and the Merchants, and the 
fisherme~ have g·ot to s:uffer_ for it 
l;>ecause they have had to pa.y O·Ut ·to 

1 the merchants all that they had pu\, 
· aside to meet their i1eeds this spring. 

I ~m not going to delay the Rous~ 
;,to night by reading the names of all 
the other suppol'lt,ers O·f the govern
m.ent who we·re given thousands of 
ti1olla.rs to purcha.se fishery supplies, 
but the whole thing; is a scandal from 
beginning . to end. I am not blaming 
the gorvernment fo·r giving the sup
·r·plies, but after giving out-$~·00,000-
they should not have· been art:raid to 
collect it; but this sca.n.dal is, o·nly 10'n 
~ par with those who owed $110,:0·0\J 
uncler 1fhe Busine:ss Prifits 'Tax
thes'e business men who owe thb 

I 

' 

money contributed to the government 
campaign funds. 

You are prepared to dispense with 
the service·s of Rhody John .:Kennedy, 

I 

a $1,000 a ye·ah' man, but you are no\. 
prepared to ''fire on the street" these 
with pull such a.s the Superintendent 
of the Penitentiary or Judge Johnson. 
Then you pe1o·ple of th.e government 
talk about parin.g down the estimates-. 
Why don't you go down to the Assess
or an.d have him collect that $11.0,000 
from those Water Street firms? 'Tha,t 

I 

am.ount would pay a s.alary to Rhody 
John Kennedy for the next 11.0 years. 
No, you are not going 1to b·oth.er these 
:men because they helped ·you to pu\ 
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the c ·as1hin gove1rnment out 0 1f P01W~1'. br·idges is going to be cut in two, 
You are also ~raid to .go to the UP· .. Surely the Prime Minister will not 
per House and get tho,se people1 to. ca,11 that a save. T'hese pu.blic works 
pay up1 who owe c.ustoms duties, for .will go into disrep.ai~ and you are go
these are als.o .some of the· me,n who ing t,o waste the other 50 pe,r cent-·· 
helped to defray your electi101n ex- that is .all. . I would like to g'et a 
pe·nses. '· pronouncement from the Prime Min 

Then, y 1ou have your police for.cw ister as to wh.at he intends. to de. 
enlarged. When prohibition be,, with ref:e1rence to Rhody John ~e,n ... 
came law we were told th.at there · nedy, aind als·o if he intends to tak._ 
was goi'ng: to be n·o ne·ces1sity for th" any steps to c·olle1ct the $4100,000 th.at 
Penitentia.-y, where·~.s now I under- is outstanding on fishery supplies. 
stand that plan:s are being prepare.d Th .. ere lis not a man on the other sidb 

f 

to b·uild a 'new addition to the Peni-· who ·can get up and justify the wast-
tentiary .after the ,H,ouse close·s. · We ing of this mone·y. The.y all comb 
were told that, when s.o called pro·- here, 1·01ok wise and say nothing. . .L 

hibitio·ri was: pa.s,sed, 5·0 pe·r cent of appeal to th.e one-maln government 
the police 

1
fo·rce would be dismis·sed. -it used to b·e t\vo·-n1en-~n his sane·r 

Now we find the Minister of Justice ~ moments , to rei-consider th.e case of 
I 

~ccepting a recon1mendation from Mr. Kennedy, who served this coun-
one Hutchings, a.nd adding 10 · to 15 try f·or twenty-five years'. 
more po-icemen to the for.ce, plu.s his 
horse police, in all c.osting ne1arl)' 

• 

$2·0,000 a yea.r more. T'he·re is not a. 
word a.gainst this: in 1the :ijudgeit. Two 
r·ailroa.d Inspectors are dismissed, 
but $20,000 more · is. t10 be s.pent on 
recommendation of C11 Mr. Hutchings. 
Twe11ty-f.our men .imrr1ediately ca.me 
together with a ·Click and s.aic1 · "gu 
a.head Hutchings." This whole pe·r
form.ance of mounted p·olic.e is so 
ridiculous and so silly that no sens1 . 
ble person· takes it seriously. 

You come he·re and say yo1u are 
' 

going to redu·ce salaries. Npw I woulc.c 
like to know from Dr. B1arne·s' what 
he is g10·ing to reco1mme·nd in the w~ 
of a redu.ction in co11ne.ction with the 
Department of E'ducation. We are 
told by men who· profesis to· know 
that. Y·01U can par down $75,000 in th.a.t 
' 

department witho·ut hurting anybody. 
You are als·o goin.g to par down the 
cost of debates to the exte·nt of $2,-
0·00. ·Certa.inly the go1ve·rnment are 
not .going to publish the1 official Ub 

·bates in the newspa,.pers b1ec.ause they 
• 

have not said anythi11g w·orth publish 
ing and they don't want to give the 
peo·ple what we say. , ' 

I notice the vote fo·r roads ana· 

~ 

DR. J10NES.:-Mr. 1c :h,a.irman, .r 
must prote·st vigo1r·ously against this 
manifest act of unfa.irnes1s an.d cr·u.el
ty thal ha.s been inflicted upon Mr .. 

I 

R. J. Kenn'edy, r~ilwa.y inspector. I 
think it is one of the gre·a:-test acts· of 
cruelty that "C·ould be perpetrated b)" 
any government UP·O·n such a man as 
Mr. Kennedy who is so far in ye.ars. 
His s·ala~y at no time s·uffice·d to al
low him to save anything out of it. 
Here is a man now seventy years of 
age with n·o other means of support. 
He h'.ad .be·en a f~ithful serva.nt ·Of the 
government :for twe·nty years and is 
deserving of b·etter than the cold
b l·ooded treatment of being thro,vn o·n 
the stre·et. It . is a gross .a.ct ·Of in
justice and should not be tolerate·d. 
I do not se·e why Mr. Kenn.e·dY should 
not get a pension like the. inspector 
who was app10·inted some. years ago 
a;fter him, Mr. Liddy. Mr. Kenned) 

. ' 

a.gain is differe,ntly situate·d tha.n M.r. 
Murphy, who is. the othe·r insp·e·ctor 
tha.t is1 dropped this year, but this 
'gentleman is a young man an.d w·h·o 
•ha.s something else in view in the wa.y 
of ~ gove·rnment appointment,! under-

; stand. I think in all seriousn.ess that 
the Prime Minister should re-consid-

I 
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er this matter and provide Mr. Ken.
ne,dy with .a pension. I ca.n assure 
you ;M·r~ 1Chairman th.at Mr. Kennedy 
neve·r took any active p~t in politics 
against the present governme·nt eithe·r 
in the General Election OT in the 
Bye-Ele,ctio,n. I always knew him to 
take a neutral stand politically; 
neither did I hear of ajllY actions of 
his politically for or against me. I 
.. 

·aga.in appeal to the governme1nt to re-
consider this .man's ca,se with a view 
to have him reinstated; if not ein
sta.ted, he should at least receive the 
consideration 0 1f a pe11sion. 

The Speaker resume1d the ·cha,ir. 
The Chairman from the c :ommittee 

reported that he ha.d considered the 
matter to them refe1rre·d, had pass.ed 
certain resolutions, a,nd asked le1ave 
to sit again tomorr.ow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it w.a,s ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
I 

··On ·to.morro,w. 
Pursuant to order, and on motion 

of Hon. the Minister of Justice, thb 
Bill entitledd "An A.ct to amend 
:Chapter 83 __ of' the 1C10Iisolidated Stat
ues 'T'hir'd Serie,s), entitled "Th~ 

Judicature Act," was read a s·e,co1nd 
time, and ,it . was ordered that the 
said Bill be refrre·d to a Committe·e 
of the Whole House. 

I Mr. Walsh ga,ve notice of question. 
It was m10 1ved and se,conde·d that 

when the House rises, it adjo,urn un
til tomorrow afternoon a-t thr1ee of 
the clo1ck. 

The House then a,djourned , accord-
ingly. ) 

--·-
WEDNESD.AY, April 19th, 1922 

'rl1e House met at three of the 
clocl~ in the afternoon purs11ant to atl
journment. 

Petitions were presentecl by Dr. 
.Jones from Collier's, re bridge; J)r. 
Jone's from Avon.dale, re road. 

lVIr. Walsh gave Notice of Q11estion. 

MR. M·OORE asked Hon. the Pri111e 
l\tlinister t.o lay on the table of the 

House ~ copy 9f a Report on Lunacy 
for whicl1 \Dr. H. l\'.f. l\iosdell is show11 
to have received the sum of ~7.50, and 
to state what qualification Dr. l\ilos
dell posse,sses to deal with tl1is sub
ject, and is it the inte~tion of the gov . 
ernment to appoint l)r. Nfosdell as 
Assistant Superintendent of the Lu
natic Asylum. 

HON. THE PRIME 'l\1:INISTER . 
-I shall table the reply to this ques
tion later. 

MR. BENNl~JTT asked Hon. the 
Prime ·Minister for a detailed state
ment of the employees, positions oc. 

• 
cupied and salaries paid, of the lVIili-
tia Department for the year ending 

" June 30th 1921; also from J11ly 1st 
1921 to date. 

MR. BE,NNETT asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister what money, if any, 
has been received during the past 
two years from the British govern
ment on account of Newfoundland ex
penses of the Forestry Battalion, and 
what Fund this money has been ap
plied to, giving detailed account or 
expenditure of same. 

HON. THE~ PRIME MINisrrER 
-I shall ask Colonel Rendell tl1e 
Chief Staff Officer to prepare this in
formation for to-111orrow. The Order· 
paper was not in his hands to-day be
fore 12.30 p.m. a11cl there was hardly 
time for him to give answers to-day. 

' 
(Questions Nos. 2 and 3.) 

MR. BENNETT asked the lVIiniste1· 
(lf Shipping to lay on the table of ·the 
House a statement in connection with 
the earnings and expenditure of Ship
ping Department from .Jan11ary 1st 
to date showing-(a) Total earnings 
for each ship; (b) Total expenditure 
for each ship; ( c) Total net earn
ings, if any, for each ship; (d) Net 
deficit, if any, for each shi1>; (e) The 
names of all parties from whom sup
plies were purchased d11ring the 

• above period with total amol1nts 1n 

each case. 

• 
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l\1:IN. OF SH'IPPING---·The answ·er 
to this question is bei11g prepared. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister if it is intended by the 
Government to give any sum, directly 
or indirectly, to the Union Trading 
Company in ·the- way of supplying f~r 
the fishery this year, and if so, is it 
the intention to adopt the same polic:\r 
with regard to all parties who may 
be proposing to suppl}'" for the fishery 
of 1922. 

HON. THE PRil\IE MINISTER. 
---It !s not the i11tention of the gov ... 
ernment to treat this Company in any 
different mfJ,n.ner · than any other Com •• 
pany in the colony. 

SIR M. P. CA.SHIN asked Hon. the 
I)rime l\'.linister, in the absence o:r 

- Hon. the Minist~r of F1inance and 
Customs, if the a.ttent.ion of the gov .. 
e·rnment has been drawn to tbe fact 
that in Canad~ the 1 Finance l\'.Iinister, 
Hon. Mr. Fielding, has reduced the 
Estimates for the current year by one 
hundred a.nd thirty-five million dol-. 
lars, or roughly, twenty-five per cent. 
and if the government of this . colony 
proposes to mal{e a like reduction, 

· a11d if not, w·hy not. 
. HON. THE l">Ril\fE MINISTER. 
-Tabled reply to Qttestion No. 6. 

I 

' SIR M. P. CASI-IIN a.sked Hon. the 
~iinister of Education to lay on the 
table of the Hol1se· a statement show
i11g the cost .of the Normal School foi
for tqe past nine months, a list of 

· the teachers engaged therein, a11d 
the sala.ries paid them, and what ha~ 
been the· fate of the teachers sent 
away two years ago and trained as 
supervisors; if any of the.m a.re in 
the employ of the Governme11t at the 
present time, and if so w·hat positions 

. are they occupying, and if not has he 
any knowledge of what has become 

j 

of them. 
I-ION. MIN. OF EDUCATION tabled 

reply to Question No. 7. 
. I 

SIR M.. P. C.ASHIN a,sked Hon. the 

the Minister of Agriculture & Mine,b, 
if the government has in the past fort 
:night made, any progress in the· mat
ter of selling p1ulp w·ood or p1it prop~, 
of e-ith.er the p·ast winter's or the · 
previous winter's cuts, and if so to 
wb.om and at what · figures. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-·I shall have this information by to
.morrow. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked H·on. the' 
• 

Prime Minister, in the absence or 
' 

Hon. the M.inister of Finance & Cus-
to1ns, if it is the intention of the gov
ernme.nt to take any steps to investt
ga.te the s1t~te·me·nts' 0 1f accou.nt fur
nished by parties who were given go~ 

' 

ernment guara.ntees for supplies for 
the fishery last spring or where nt> 
r·eturns have been ma.d·e and if not 
does th.e Government propose to aJlow 
the Sllm of more than $400,000 to be 
lost to the Colo11y without taking any 
steps to determine whether or not 
a.ny misapprop·riation of monies has , 
occurred . 

1-ION. THE PRIME l\i1INISTER 
-It is the ·intention of the go,~ern-

111ent to investigate this matter, arid 
l\Ir. O'Reilly has been instructed to 
1>repare statements of the w·hole tran
saction. 

SIR M. P. CASHlN asked Hon. the 
Prime l\tlinister, in the absence of H.on. 
the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, if the firm.· of Gosf:!e, which re .. 
ceived nearly five thousand doflars on 
account of fishery gt1arantees lasr 
summer, is a firm of which the Hon. 
M.ember of Hr. Grace is a nlember; 
if. so, what re1turns, if any, ti id the 
firm make to the government, and if 
no returns have been made, is it the 
intention of the government to insti
tute an inquiry into the circl1mstan
ces surrot1nding this amount. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-No 
(liscrimination will take place re·· 
garding this and the previous matter. 

SIR M. P. CASI-IIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon Prime Minister if his attention has 
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lJeen directed t9 the fact that the 
"Evening Advocate"' news,paper of 
last Wednesda.y, ( ... .\.pril 12th) pub .. 
lished. the first list of signatures to 
a petition promoted by the Board .of 
Trade, calling 1 for retrench1nent and 
ec·onomy, and threatened to pt1blish 
the names and every other petitio11; 
and if it is correct that representa
tions were made by the Captain of 
His Majesty's ship "Cambrian," · no.w 

/ 

in port, ·that a continuance of this 
policy· 'vot1ld be likely to excite the 
people to riot and disturbance; if ~t 

is because of these representa.tion~ 
. . 

the furthe 1r publication ·of these sig-
natures was abadoned; and if the 
Prime Minister considers it a timely 
procedure on the part of one of his 
organs, at the head of which is the 
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisb.er
ies and the Business Manager of 
which is the. Hon. M·ember for Fogo, 
to adopt a policy calculated to p·ro
mote disorder · a11d possible blood-
sh.ed in this community. , 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-No 
' 

representati.ons were made to the 
Gover.nment by the captain of H.M.S. 
Cambrian that a continuance of such 
policy would be the ca use of any dis
turbance. I do not thinl\: that trouble 
from such a cause would be possible. 
The reason for the stopping the pub
lication of these signatures was T 
think that the persons 'vho sig11ed the 
petitions were not anxious to have . 
their names given publicity. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
l\1inister of Justice to lay on. the ta.ble 
of the House a statement showing the 
total amouni · authori~ed by his de
partment, to members of the legal 
profession for services on behalf ot 
the government since the first of July 
last, giving the names of parties re
ceiving these amo11nts and the sum 
paid or\ to be paid to each of tl1em. 

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE-Thls in
formation is being prepared. 

• 

SIR IVI. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 

l\Iinister of Posts and Telegraphs to 
. I 

lay on the table of the H.ouse a, state-
• 

·ment showing the amount of the de-
f ficit on · the O·peration ,of the Postal 
• 

Telegraph D·e·pa.rtment, 'for the :ti.seal 
years ending on the 30th of Ju.ne:, 1919 
1920, and 1921, and for the nine mo.'s 
of the current fiscal year ending Mar. 
31st last~ showing-(a.) The amount 
lost on busine.ss within the Colony, 
and (b) business outside the Colony. 

H,ON . . THE PRIME MINISTE~R.-I 

will see that this information ·is fur ... 
nished immediate,ly. 

SIR J.\.f. P. CASHIN asked Hon,. the 
Prime Minister if he or the govern
nlent is aware of the whereabouts of 
'the Hon. W. F. Coaker, Minister ot 
1\i!arine and Fisheries; if it is the in
tention of the government to appolnt 
a Commission to search for M.r. Coal<:
er, and if he intends to - recommend · 
the Chairman of the said C·ommiss'ion 
for a Knighthood. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.--! 
a111. not aware or the Hon. Gentle
man's whereabouts, and I do not 
know when he will return. 

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime 
l\iinister, in the absence of the Hon. 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, if 

· l1e is a w·are that the new American 
Tariff imposes an 'import tax of al-
1nost 30 per cent. on Newfoundland 
lobsters entering the United States. 
And also to inform the House what 
steps, if any1 have been taken by the 
N·ewfoundland government to prevent . 

: this disaster to our once valuable lob .. 
ster fishery. 

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister-(a) What import tax is 
charged on N ewfo11ndland codfish pe.r 
cwt. and on Newfoundland 11erring 
pe.r barrel by the new American tariff 

HON. THE PRIME J.\.IINIS"r:BJR-1 
will have th.is inforl}J.aJtion pre·pared 
and will table it within a few days. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grB(nt .. 
ed, and ion motion of .Hon. the Minis• 
ter of Justice, the Bill entitled ''An 

• 

\ 

• 
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Act to Amend the St. John's Munici- each and St. John's members $600 
pal Act, 1921," was introduced and each tha~ ·repres1e·nts a S'aving of $10, ... 
read a first time, and it w.as orde1 . 000. 
ed that the said ·Bill b·e re'~ a second 'The printing of debates, makes it 
time on tomor·row. possible to have a reduction on th.at 

Pursuant to n,otic.e and leave grant point o·f $2000.00 The purcha.sing of 
ed, and O·ll motion of Hon. the Min ·books will be eliminated entirely 
ister of Justice, th.e Bill en:titled "An this ye·ar; making a to1tal reduction 
Act to repe:al the Aerial Mail Service 0 1n that paxticular vote of 12,650.0·0, 
Act, 1919," wa.s introduced and rea.d making that total vote $62,808.12 in
a first time, and it was1 orde·red that stead of 75,458.00·. 
the said Bill be read ~ second time Departme;n.t of the Colonial Secre-
on tomo1rrow. tary. 'T'he total vote for that depart 

'T'he Chairman from th.e 1Committee ,Justice to bring down aud.itors and 
of the Who1le on Supply re!p·orted ce,r- ment was $67,675.00. This departme11t 
tain Resolutions, which were rea.d a severa~l yea.rs ago wh·en M.r. Bennett 
first time as follows: was 1Colonial s ,e,cretary wa.s re·duc.ed 
Public Debt and Inte·res:t ... $246,742.82 do1wn to the ab·s1olute min.imum ot 
Civic Go·vernme·nt.. . . . . . • 12,599.76 efficienc.y. 
Pensions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , • 7,063.66 ·T'he census, in the s .upple·mental 

The sa.id Re·solutipn.s b·eing read Supply a v·ote of $30,000 was voted 
a se·cond tim.e, it was moved and for expense·s, and . with anothe·r votb 
.~e·conded that the H1ous1e con.cur wtih ·o.f $10,00·0 for the pa.st year covers 
the c ·ommittee ther~~n, and the said all Pxpenses· for that item. 
Resolutions were agreed to. MR, .WALSH:-Mr. 1Cha.irman, I 
\ Pursuant to order, a.nd on motion ' wish a.s briefly as possible express my 
of Hon. th.e Prime Ministe·r, the H·O·USt ', opinion regarding the e·stimates tha.t 

· 'Tes·olved its1elf into a Committee Ol are now b·e·fore the House. It is a 
the "'"'hole on Supply. great pity, Mr. Chairman, thrut the 

Mr. Sp·eaker left the 1C'hair. 1·war11ing of the O·pposition two years 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of c ·om. a.go was not accepted by the go·vern 

m.ittee. , me.nt. Any ma.n could easily see that 
HON. THE PRIME MINIS'T 1ER:- 'hard times we~e a.he~d of us.. 'Then 

Mr. ·Cha.irmatn, in moving the I-'egis- was the !time to have ,gione along 
lative 1C.ouncil vote I would say that with the business of th·e cou11try 
the vote·s are minor only. 'There, is a 
vote of $500 for the Le1ad.er of the 
gove.rnment, he has willingly .acceded 

1to have that amount reduced to $250, 
and the vote of $300 for the council
lors will be r·edu.ced to $250· ea.ch. 

'There will be a total reduction of 
$3,040.00 on a vote of $12,655.0·0. I 
:be.g to move that vote Sir b·e· re1du.ced. 
;The Publis1hing of De·bate1s will b~ 
reduced from $16,,000 to $8,000. 
: 'T1he House of Asise·mbly vote· ib 
$75,458.0'0. I beg to ann.ounce thb 

.:following re·ductions. 'The membera 
received $1,000 each that will be re ·· 
duced. Reduction suggeste1d in that 
connection is Outport members $80tJ 

cautiously. 
As a result of the extravaga.nt 

manner in which public monies wa.s 
thrown awruy we have to come in 
here to-day and ask 1foir a substantial 
re1duction. Now I V\rant to put my
self on record as a re·presentative of 
an important Outport 1C.onstituency 

• 

regaJrdin.g the reiducti·o·ns that have 
been propos·ed by the Prime Ministe.r. 
There are some reductions that I an ... 
n·ot prepared to vote for. Wh.en the 

' 
House closed the other evening the 
Minister o·f Public Wo1rks asked me 
down to his office to dis:cuss with b.tm , . 
the matter of a r:eductio·n in some of 
the Public services in my Constt 
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tuency. Mr. Chairm.an, any reduction 
brought about in this wa.y will b1e 
absolutely insig·nifica:nt, while ln 
many ·cases they will work 1gre·at hard
ships to the pe·ople. I do, not . think 
it is at all fair to attempt to cut 
out some, of the, local public utilities 
in view. of the fa,ct that the present 
rgovernmen.t has s1pent 39 millions of 

;'dolla(rs' in the 31 months that the') 
have been in power. Why n.ot cut 
out or substantially reduce some of 
the very la.rge salarie1s that are p·aiu 
to a fe,w . public offiGials1

• Until such 
a time as I a,m assure,d that every 

i public official in the 1Colony has his 
'. salary reduce·d I am n.ot prepared 
to voite for any reduction in the ·pub
lic utilitie·s. Begin with his Ex
cellency the Gov,erno,r who is getting 
a salary of $15,00,0·. I do not think 
that His Excellency would at all ob
ject, and as his ter1n of office so1on 
expires I feel quite sur'e that a suit-• • 

able pers,01n could be obtain.ed to take 
the job a\t the reduced sala.ry. From 
His Excellency we con1e down to· tht. 
~udges. I .-.Se'e no reas1on why th(! 
p :hie,f ~ustice and the other judges 
shot1ld not come in for a r·eductio1n 
)n the,ir salaries, a.nd the same 
J:nig·ht be said of the other highly 
pa,id 01fficials. No'\'\" I ,d~o nlot say 

, this Mr. Ch.airma;n, as a personal 
criticism of 'these gentlemen, but I do 
make it now as an appeal to the 
Prime Minister. We are put in a ,,.ery 
awkward position when we are a.slred 

' 
to make a reduction in some of the 
public services which the poor man 
11as to use W'hen we see some officials 
of the Government paid very highly 
and no attempt at red11ction. The 
most we can expect in the 'v'ay of a 
reduction in public expenditure, the 
Prime lVIiniste,r says, is about $200,-
000. What is the sense of bringing 
such a s1nall reduction in here when 
in a short while we will be subject 

to the same scandals as. last year. I 

11ad no idea wh.en the House close(l 

last year that fron1 eleven to twelve 

thousand dollars ·a mile was going to 
be squandered in the Badger and 
IJeer Lake Roads 'vhen rn.y colleagues 
and I were obliged to have the same 
'vork done · for $f300 a mile. Not only 
the roads, but salt, fish and every- , 
thing else the gover11ment touchecl 
resulted in the greatest scandals, and 
tight here, Mr. Chairn1an. I \.Vant to 
.resent the inference of a certain gent
lem.a·n on the other side bf the House 
regarding responsibility for losses on 
supplies. I am prepared to tal<:e n1y 

full share of responsibility for any 
effort which I n1ade on behalf of tlle 
people last spring, and the 1nan wl10 
was not prepared to help these men 
is not worthy of a place in tl1is IIouse 
If there were any sca.ndals in connec 
tio.n with supplying last spri11g the 
<>nus is on the governmen.t and not on 
Opposition. 

I want to avail of this opportttnity 
to resent the suggestion that Placen
tia and St. Mary's District is -respon ~ 

sible for the losses on supplies. I no
tice by an answer to a q11estion on 
the Order Paper that the incorruptible 
lT11ion Trading Co. took $77 ,000 last 
spring, and of that large amount less 
than $2,000 was returned. I think the 
suggestion of the honourable T""eader 
of the Opposition, when he said tha,t 
auditors were brought down here to 
look into the conduct of Mr. "\~'ood

ford and others "rho it was thought 
by some ought to be put behlnd th8 
prison bars, should be taken into con
~ideration. I ·f ever there ·was a time 
""hen auditors should be brought 
down here that time is now in con-
11ection with the supplies given out 
to fishermen by certain merchants. I 
appeal to the honc.)urable Minister of 
examine the accounts of those people 

' 

"\Vho got that $400,000, and I thinlr it 
sJ1ould be done before this s11hject o·r 
reducing the esti.n1a tes is fu.rther con-
sidered. 

I am 'glad, Mr. Chairman, tl1at the 
honorable leader of the I-louse got 

Joo•• 

.. 
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down to business with respect to re
trenchment in this Chamber. I have 
a note here before me regarding what 
was done in Nova Scotia recently. 
The representatives there cut their 
sessional pay in half. I want to as
sure you, Mr. Chairman, that the Op-

,., position heartily concur in the re
trenchment atte1npted in this Cham
ber. I am sorry that the govern1nent 
<lid not go further and cut out entire
ly the $250.00 pai(l to the Lords of the 
tlpper House. The man who as1)ires 
to a seat in that Chamber is suppos
ecl to be a 1nan up in years and "real
thy, and I do not see what justice 
tl1ere is in taxing the poor p·eople of 
the country to pay these gentlemen 
$250 each. 

· There are certain votes in the Es
timates that I would lil{e to see cut 
out entirely. · We kn,ow, and it is no 
use closing our eyes to the fa.cts, that 
people all ·over the country are dying 
fron1 hunger. But we have a (}overn
ment concudtiing the affairs .of the , 

col1ntry that can boast, in spite of the 
prevalence of hunger, of spencling 39 
111illions of dollars in 31 months, for
ty thousan.d dollars a day, one mil
lion tw'o hundred thousa,nd dollars a 
n1onth. In spite of the condition 
throughout the country you come in 
here and ask us to vote $15,600 for a 
horse police. .Mr. Chairn1an, it is ai1 
a.bsolute disg·race. Now I am going 
to suggest, l\tlr. Chairman that that 
vote remain in the esti1nates, but not 
for a h.orse police. I have in inind a 
class of m.an who up to 1910 was a.b
srJlutely neglected. At that time so1n.e 
400 were provided for. That vote has 
,gradually bee11 increased until now it 
is up to $90,000. In reply to a. ques

'.tion some 'time ago I was told there 
v.rere some 300 applicants. I 11otice 
from the list that was furnished me 
that there are no applicants from St. 

John's East .o·r St. John's West. but I 
"' 

are in the :vicinity of 50 applications. 
These poor people are plead.ing . for. 
the paltry sum of $50.00 a year to help 
them exist during the last days of 

• their time on earth. Did the honour-
able Minister of Posts & Telegraphs . 
lead those people to believe that $15,-
000 would be voted for a horse police 
and their application for an old age 
pension would have to stand over? 
Now I am going to ask the honour
able Minister to have that vote trans
ferred. This matter appeals to me be
cause I have had to spend a consid
erable lot of' tin1e amongst the people 
for whon1 I arrt pfeading. I know 
what they go through, and I know 
what they deserve from this IIouse. 
They c9nstitute the backbo;:ie o-f the 
co11n.try and should be given every 
consideration. w ·hat applies to the 
rlistrict of Trinity applies also to No
tre Da,me Ba)r and other places in 
'Twillingate district so ably repre
sented in this House by the Minister 
of Public Works and l\iiessrs. .Tones 
and Samson. Would it not be better 
to have that vote gi,ren to the poor 
worn out fishermen of the country 
who are i10 longer able to ea,rn a liv
ing for themselves? 

Before I t,a.ke my seat I want again 
1 . a J r1--~·! I to the Outpor: re1~rnscntr;, . 
ttv0s c>n the· ot lt:~r slde of tl1e T-IollS(~ 

111 tl··.! inte·res:s elf the fisherme11 of 
the country. 

Every man 'vith the least discern
n1ent as to the conditions of this 
country and the . present ll11rden of 
taxation, know·s tbat it i~ i1npos$ible 
for a m<tn eve·n if he has the ~old in 
his poc1\.et to buy an outfit for the 
fishery with th.e prices prevailing, and 
to carry on his a'rocation \Vith the 
h.ope of making both ends meet. Here 
is a pro ble111 worthy of the deepest 
considera,tion. I had a question 011 

the Order Paper a. few days ago as to 
the matter of f11el oil. We do not nee(l 

notice that from Trinity district, so long memories to go bacl{ to a fe\v 

ably represented in this House, there years ago when the representatives 
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here of the F.P.lr. were spea1'ing- of 
E~ncou.ra. g-ing those who go down to the 
sea in ships and of making their con
d.itions of living as light as possible. 
A.s a result thousands of en.gines were 
bou.ght East, North, West anrl Sout11 
hut . now the people find. it impossil>le 
to operate them owing to the prohibi
.tive cost of fuel. The gov·ernment 
must consider this ma,tter and go fur -
ther by. reduci11g the duty on oil. ,...t\c
cording to the report of a speech de
livered I think at the Board of Tra,de 
hy l\i1r. Monroe, one item alone, gaso
lene and kerosene, last year cost him 
$80,000. Wh.e11 one firm alone had to 
bear that cost, any man conversant 
with the fisheries must l1ave an idea 
of the enormous sum the fishern1e11 
must pay as after all they are tl1e 
ones who finally 1nust pay into t11e 
Customs. Wh.ile I am on this sul)ject, 
l\ir. Chairman, at the first session of 
1H20 in this Hou.se a bill was introclt1c 
ed to deal with profiteering and gent-

• 
le1nen 011 both sides lool{ed wise and 
seriot1s, and in a.II kinds of phraseol
ogy elabora.ted on what ought to be 
done in this direction. If you will 
look up the Han.sard for that date. you · 
w·ill see that I supported 'vhat I 
thought was a right move. I will ask 
the Govt€rnment i1ow to get a compe
tent man, an honest Newfoundlander 
if they can, not a political heeler, an cl 
put him in charge of th.at department. 
But I can hardly ex1lect you to do 
this as no doubt the government for
got that such a law was on the Sta
tute Bo,oks till now ,v·hen I refer to it 

I 

At present we are under the1 do1nina-
tion of tw·o American corporations, 
the Sta.nda.rd and Imperial Oil Con1-
panies, and while oil can be bought in 
the States for 16 cents a ga.llon, the 
Illan in the outport has to go to the 
n1erchant and pay 55 or 60 cents for 
it. Here is food for thought, a11d I 

• 

ask the gentlemen opposit~, those 
representing tb.e outports, those re-

presenting St. John's because ther e 

' 

are a lot of fishermen operatin,g ot1t
side the Narrows, and those re1p,resent 
ing th.e nltmbers who are interested 
in the subject because they cannot 
afford electricity and have to continue 
using kerosene oil in their horn.es, 
should not something be done at once 
in this matter. Now then I say, and 
it is important, the · Hon. Minister of 
Fisheries-or the new one-is not in 
his seat and it is disgraceful that 
members have to get up here and 
make suggestions a.s to the staple in-

• 
dustry of the Colony and there is not 
one on the other side to receive tl1e1n 
or re,ply. I ask you Mr. Chairman, to 
pass the suggestion on to Mr. GUP·PY 
.or Mr. Samson or whoever )"'OU like, 
that the Fisheries Dept. send a man 
to New York-God kn.ow·s you have 
sent them on all kinds of picnics
and let him bri"ng back enough oil 
to supply the toilers for the fisher} ... 
Bring it in duty free and sell it to 
the men at cost price. By that yot1 
would be doing s.omething pra.ctica .. 
.ft_nd what ap,p.Jies to kerosene, and gas 
oline applies to all the necessa .. ries of 
life used by the fishermen and the· 
longshore1nan. Then if you ha.ve to 
go again a11dl as1r for a 6 ·million dol
lar loan you will be able· to say in re
ply to the Op.position enquiries that 
you found yourselves in a position 
where you had to reduce. taxation tho' 
the e.arning power of the people was · 
c11rtailed. This kind of a loa11 the 
country would support if it werE: spent 
w'isely as I suggest and you would 
have made an hon.est at.tern.pt to tide 
us .over the dep1orable position ,, .. e 
find ourselves in at the present time. 
If you will not do that you will h~ve 
to dole out pauper relief again this 
Fall. You will have· to have the Hon. 
Dr. Campbell or some 0th.er gentle
n1a'..n entrusted with a million to hand 
out a.nd have the Relief Officers thru
out the country 0ver,vor'ked trying to 
keep th.e bodies and souls of the peo-
ple together witl1 ~ pauper dole. T·his 

\ 
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· may seem harsl1, and some may th.ink 
I have personal reasons for it, but 
·that is not so. I 11ave only sympathy 
for those1 on tl1e other side, who have 
made an honest attem.pt tl> save the 
country, but I have nothing but con
'tempt for those who have helped to 

• 

bring destruction on it and knevv that 
their wild-cat '-\Schen1es 'vere leading 
it to ruin. On every occasion in this 
I-louse and outside of it, since, I enter
ed p,ublic life 10 yea,rs ago, I have not 
feared to raise my voice, I l1a ve not 
care·d whose corns I trod · on, and I 
have not be~n afraid to go to Court 
\Vith a good case in behaJf of the peo
ple. No"'" I hope you 'vill reduce 
these estirna.tes-you know we cannot 
stand the expenditure-or · eles say 
yo·u will go into liquidation, and 
thro'v away the key of this House al
together. When the people outside 
wake up and realize what is happ·e,n
ing and find that the g-overnment has 

• 
made no. attempt to get the country 
Ollt of the hole then.~ unless New
foundlanders are not the cla.ss l 

· think they are, they will come here, in 
their thousands and demand a reck
oning. I want to say from my place 
here in this House that wh.en I ha.d a 
seat in the gover11ment there wa.s no 
·l1eed for· those on the opposite side to 
as·k for p,auper- relief, and while I do 
not blame the gcY\-""ernment for all 

' 

they have added 80 per cent. to the 
depression by their downright inter
fere11ce with trade, their extravagant 
'expenditures and their ignorant inter .. 
ference with the foreign markets. 
Hertce I say it is )·our job, 11ot ours, . 
<to make an honest attem.pt to u11lift 
the country from the degraded posi-~ 

.tion into wh~ch you hav~ dragged her. 
Now one m.ore re,mark, Mr. Cha.irn1an, 
'as to retrenchment. I am glad to hear 
the government is going to reduce the 
salaries of the members ,of this House. 
But so far I do not think the Hon. 

Prime Mir1ister has announced any 

reduction for tl1e Departmental 11eads 
J 

-at least if he did I oid not hear him 
I hope that t11is a.fte1~noo11 some of the 
members opposite will do something 
to retrieve their lost ground and rise · 
in their seats and say "in view of the 
existing conditions and the fact that 
we have been in power 3 years, and 
we have got thousands of dollars. _out 
of it and have only one year to run
thougl1 some .of us intend to try and 
get back again-we willi now be hon
est and -go back to the salary that was 
given in the days of Morris and Cash
in. That would be playing the game 
~nd be creditable to you. And r1ow I 
~ant to say that after the next elec-
, 

tion I, W. J. Walsh, a.m going back as 
head of the Department of Agricul
ture. I want to inake that announce
ment right now. When the election 
is over w. J. w ·alsh will be Minis
ter of Agriculture and moreover, I am 
prepared to go there for $2,000 a. 
year.. W. J. Walsh is a,ble to perform 
the duties of that office as well as 
any man here or outside this House. 
That is 110 joke--W. J. Walsh is go
ing to be Minister of Agriculture. It 
is unfortun.ate that the present in
cumbent of the office does not hold a 
seat i11 this House as then I would be 
ftllle to talk to him to1 his face. I do 
not like tc' have to say anything be
hind a man's back. He is a .big-heart 
~d, generous fellow and has lots of 
money and no do~bt he will announce 
his removal in the Upper House and 
also set the salary for me, a greatly 
reduced one. There are lots of P'eo · 
·ple tn the district of Placentia and 
St. Mary's who would be glad to know 
that one of their representatives is 
ready to make a sacrifice in their be
half. ·I hope yot1 will not take this 
as a joke for believe . me it is not in-
tended as one. And it is no jolre eith
er to the man in. Lime St. or the poor 
man in the outport who has not 10 
\tents to buy a pot1nd of _ suga.r to learn 
that he has to, pa,y $15 or $16 for a 

barrel of flour. "fhes,e are the mat-
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ters that you have to take seriousl~r 

to heart. There is one other item, 
l\'Ir. Chair111a.n that I wouid like to 
refer to, and I again say that I am 
sorry that the responsible head of 
tl1e Marine and Fisheries Department 
is not here . . Now I and my colleague.s 
'vere promised nearly 3 years ago, 
that our petition would be granted for 
a fog alarm at Point I.Ja Haye. As I 
said a fe\v days ag·o, a man was sent 
the·re. to examine the site, but there 
the n1atter ended. But in answer to 
a question a few days ago we find 
that \Vhile there was no money for 
that fog alarm, $16,000 was spent in 
T'rinity Bay ~nd $8,0·0·0 in ·another 
place for aids to navigation . that were 
not asked for a.t all. The people of 
Point LaHaye have been petitionin .. i 
for that fog alarm for years and what 
a spectacle we have before us ""'hE'Il 
"the man who ruined the country, and 
who has been going on picnics si11ce 
1919--when he was not in sunny 
Spain, he \Vas in Brazil or in Port 
Union-spends thousands of dollars 
to placate his chosen followers, and 
neglects the people in other parts of 
the country who own every cent as 
much of the money as those at the 
north. .IIere is the list of the gifts he 
.gave out-Deer Island and Puffin Isld 
13.B.; Squarry Hd., B.B.: Smoke Is..: 
·land, Change Islands, Cabot Island, 
$4,703; Green Island, Catalina, $16,-
018; Rag's Island $2, 114; Shoe Cove, 
$1989; He·rring Neck, $1989; La Scie, 
$2150; altogether some $30,000. In 
the face of that the· Hon. Minister of 
Fisheries tells tl1e representati,:-e for 

• 

Placentia and St. Ma.ry's that he is 
just as go.od a man as him or any 
on his side, and h.e not only tries to 
cod the fepresentative, but spe11ds 
$30,000 in his own district of the n10-
ney to which tha people of Placentia 
are entitled to a fair share as they 

pay as much into the Custom House 

as the others. And be.fore. I take my 

se·at l\1r. Chairman, I would like to 

• 

gi,~e t1tterance to my disgust at and 
condem.nation of the one· responsible, 
and I am sorry he is not in ·his place 
to-day for if he were he might speak 
back, and th.us give me· a chance to 
tell aim what I think of him. But 
thank God, the tir11e is not far distant 
w·hen we will not have to go to him 
for anything, and it is not far distant 
"~hen the District of Placentia and 
·St. Mary's will be represente·d in the 
'government, and then, but not till 
then, will we get our rights. I an1 
sorry that some inembers on the oth-

. er side are p·repared to sit idly by 
a.nd are prepared_ to sacrifice the dis
trict of Placentia, the old historic di~
trict of Newfoundland. Now there is 
one matter of a rather personal na
lture, that I would like to bring to· the 

I 

.attention of the House before I take 
n1y seat. It has to do with the Gener
al Hospital. I regret to have to ven 
tilate it here, a.nd do so rell1ctantly, 
but I feel com.pe1lled to do it, as this 
\House is the only place in th·e col1n
try in 'vhich the poor man outside 
ca.n put his case before the pt1blic. T 
did all possible to have th~s ma.tter 

· settled amicably outside the House, 
but when all efforts to do so failed 

' 

there was nothing left bt1t to bring it 
in here. Ini the latter part .of March, 
1922, a constituent of inine, Mr. Denis 

• 
Bruce, of Long Hr., P.B. came to thts 
city for medical treatment. Ile arriv 
~d here and consulted with a , great . 
' 

friend of l1is, Mr. Chambers, of St. 
John's West, a Justice; of the Peace 
of Newfoundland and one· of the inost 
trustworthy and reliable business 
men of Place11tia Bay w·here he form.
erly conducted a11 extensive business. 
Mr. Bruce came to his house and Mr. 
Chambers went wlth him to the Gen
eral Hospital ancl consulted with the 
Superintendent, Dr. Keegan. Dr. 
Keegan asked him if he was prepa.red 
to pay for his treatment in the insti-

tution and Mr. Bruce asked him how 

much it would cost per week. Dr 
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Keega,n said the charge would not 
exceed $12 a week. Mr. Bruce the11 
said that wol1ld not be beyond his 
ineans, and he would be able to pay 
it. 

Mr. Bruce received treatment for 
two weeks at the end of wl1ich tin1e 
he was discharged, anfl on the day h.e 
was to leave the hospital, l\'.lr. R,ennie 
cam(} on the ward and !?resented hi1n 
with .a })ill, a copy of which I have 
here. The bill was for fifteen days ... 
treatm.ent from .Tan. 20 to Feb. 4, $22. 
and two 'veeks occupancy of private 

' 

room at $n.OO with certain ·reductions, 
amounting in all to $25.00. -~- foot-
11ote to the bill · said "the ' a.hove 
a.n1ount covers all your obligations' to 
tl1e ·Hospital. I also have the receipt 
here for that amount. Mr.· Bruce 
thought that he had liquidated all ob-

, 

li'gations to the institution, and I 
agree with him, but as he was pa,ss·· 
ing out, Dr. T<eegan called him into 
J1is office and presented him with an
other bill for $40. Mr. Bruce sai(l 
that l1e 11ad paid Mr. Ren.nie ·the 
amount of his bill, but Dr. Keegan 
replied that that bad nothing to do 
vvith his personal bill for $40, and I 
now hold Dr. Keegan's receipt for it. 
That is $65.00 Mr. Bruce pa.id for 
tre·atment in the General Hosp.ital for 
two weelrs. ...\.re honourable gentle
men o·n the other side satisfied that 
that was a square deal? 

Denis Bruc.e is a man of 70 )rears 
' 

of age, ancl he ha.s spent m~re than 
forty years oi his life on the Ca,pe St. 
Mary's, or some other fishing grounds, 
and never has a Bruce of' Long Hr. 
Placentia Bay aske.d for pauper dole. 
De11is Bruce wanted treatment and he 
paid for it, but surely goodness, it 
was ba<l enough when your Liberal
Reform G,overnment put a tax of a 
dollar a day on th.e p,oor people who 
l1ad to come to the hospital for treat
.me11t 'vithout a in.an having to be pre 
sented with a bill by Dr. Keega.n for 
~ln extra forty dollars. The General 

I-Iospital was built by the sw·eat of 
tl1e toile,rs w'ho have gone before us, 
by our forefathers, and now a man 
has to go before a justice of the peace 
p.nd write himself down as a pauper 
before he can be admitted, and ac
cording to the Election Act, he by so 

. dc>ing de·prives hin1self of the fran
chise, bµt on top of all that w·e have 
Dr. Keegan cha.rging a.n extra $40.00 
for his services. 

Now, l\fr. Chairman, I want it to 
be cleiarly understood that this is not 
a personal attack on Dr. Keegan. Dr. 

1Keegan may be, a.11d no doubt i£, as 
good a man as there is in Newfound
land and he may be worth a lot 1nore 
·than he is receiving in his present po
sitio11, but if he is why do you not pay 
him? If the Governor is worth $12,-
000 to the colony, and Sir William 
.Horwood $8,000, and Judge Johnson 
$7 ,000, surely Dr. Keegan is worth as 
much or more, but don't have Denis 
Bruce pa.y for it. Now~ Mr. Chairn1an 
the speech I make here exposi11g this 
conduct does not get Denis Bruce 
back bis money, and l want yoll Mr. 
~'.Iinister of Justice ancl you Mr. Prime 
Minister, to take this matter u.p, and 
keep after it until the postman calls 
at Mr. Bruce's door and hands him. a 
cl1eque for $40.00. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 find ·my voice 
in such a wre.tcb.ed condition this ev
ening, that I do not intend to speaJ{ 

1

further, but will leave further com
ment till laler, but bef~r~. clos'ing . I 
want to get back to where I started 
,on the matter of the reduction of 
t~xa.tion. The only hope .of the sup
tPlying business this year is a reduc
tion in the tariff. If the govern1nent 
~ould cut down the duty on kerosene 
·~nd gasolene so largely used by th.e 
:fishermen and bring in the Profiteer
'ing Act to prevent excessive charges 
1for it, they would be goirrg a long way 
.tow,ards making it possible to prose
.cute the fishery "rith some hope of 
.aclequate retur11s. You ought to send 

• 

• 
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~o!lle representative of the govern-
1nent, (the Minister of Shipping for 
exa.mple, you could well afford to do 
without him,) to the Unite·d States to 
get in touch witl1 the large oil firms 
there with a view to purchasing our 
'vl1ole supply of oil and gasolen~. In 
this way an im.mense saving 1could be 
effected for the fishermen. I know of 
one section where there were last 
~; ~ar fifty three motor boats operat
ing, but this ye·ar there w·on't be .an~" 

more than three, the other fifty will 
be hauled up. Now it is well known 
'that if yo11 take the engine· out of the 
boats that are being used as motor 
J>oats, the boat itself is no more good 
and you might just as well scrap it 
along with the engine. _ You cannot 
'put a set of p·addles across a motor 
boat, and unless sometl1ing is done 
all that is left for the fishermen to do 
is to go back to the dories. Now I 

'.know there is no one in the Execu-, 
tive who knows anything about the 

' . 
fishing business. The Minister of 
Justice may be very good at landi11g 
a salmon and the only kind of fishing 
the Prime Minister ever did is' fish
ing for politicians, and at that he has 
been eminently successful. I don't 
(th.ink Dr. Barnes e're·r spent much 
\time in a 'fishing boat, either, but sure 
ly there must be inen on the other 
side who ca;n make some sort of prac
tical suggestions. Why then do they 
11ot make them. If they are not ac
cepted let them walk out. But, I don't 
think they will have to walk out. 
Now, I hope tl1at even at this late date 
the government will take into consid
eration some ft1rther reduction in tax 
ation. The Prime Minister said when 
he brought. down the Budget that our 
'.Revenue "W"Ould be sufficient to meet 
Expend·iture. Well, if that was so 
then, there is no reason now that ex
penditure is. be·ing reduced, we cannot 

11ave a corresponding reduction ln tax 

ation arid still make ends ineet. We 

woulcl be in exactly the same position 

as we were· when the Prime l\Iinister 
introduced the Bu<lget in so far as be
ing able to liquidate our debts is 
concerned. If yo\1 (lo make such a 
reduction in ta.xation and y.ou co1ne in 
and ask for a loan next year, you will 
have some justification for doing so, 
and 1you will have my support. I hope 
th.e govern1nent will make· some pro-
11ounceme·nt this evening that will 
give the people some room for hope. 
I have scores of letters and telegrams 
ill my pocket now fro1n people in my 
district who are asking if there is any 

I 

thing likely to be done, and I hope 
that before the telegraph offi.ces close 
to-night, I will be able to wire to 
those p'eople that they can hope for 
better things for the ~oming season. 

HON. MIN. OF FINANCE & CUS-
TOMS-Mr. Chairman, during the 
course of the brief remarks of the -
lion. inember for Placentia a.nd St. 
Mary's I was interested in his refer

·,ences to the General Hospital. I think 
I can safely say that I have had more 
experience of that institution than 
any other member of this House, and 
I have nothing bt1t the highest praise 
for it. I am an admirer of Dr. Keeg
an, and I do not believe· that a better 
surgeon or a m.ore higl1ly qualified 
medical practitioner could be found 
anywhere. 

With regard to the matter referred 
to by Mr. Walsh, I happen to know 
something about that also. Mr. 
Chambers phoned Dr. Keegan asking 
him if he could take Mr. Bruce in and 

. . 

treat him. Dr. Keegan asked him 
what ailment th.e man was suffering 
from ancl i11 his own layman's w·a.y, 
Mr. Chambers explained Mr: Bruce's 

· compla.int as best he could. Dr. Keeg 
an then told hin1 that if Mr. Bruce 
went into a private room he would 
not be able to give him special atten
tion without charging an extra fee. 
1V1r. Chambers seemed satisfied with 
this ·and he brought Mr. Bruce dt)WD 
and Dr. Keegan · had him ready to go 

• 

• 

\ 
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out in two weeks. If Mr. Bruce was 
11 

fortunate enough to be completely 
cured of the ailm.ent from which he 
suffered in two weeks, even if he· had 
to p,ay $65 for it. I don't think he had 
any cause for complaint. 

Dr. Keegan absolutely refuses to 
give patients in private . rooms any 
extra attendance without an extra fee 
for his services. His salary is PY no 
me,ans adequate and if we were to 
pay him $10,000 a year it would then 
be too little. His services to this 

· cot1ntry are worth far more than 
that and the man is now left the coun 
try, broken down from overw.ork. If 
we agitated for an increase in his 
salary, as suggested by the hon. mem
ber, we all kn.ow what would hap
pen; the Superintendent of the Sani
torium and the Superintendents of 
th·e other institutions would be look
ing for similar increases. I repe·a t, 
Mr. Chairman, that this cot1ntry could 
never pay Dr. Keegan for his services 

MR. WALSH-Mr. Chairman. The 
hon. gentleman who has just taken 
his seat seems to be under the im
pression that my rem.arks were i11 the 
nature of a personal attac·k on Dr. 
Keegan. I made it clear, how-3ver, 
that such was not the case·, and that 
I regarded Dr. Keegan a.s a good man. 
With regard to the remarks of the 
hon. gentleman a,bout increasing Dr. 
Keega.n's salary, I consider it unfair 
that because the g.overnment is pre
vented from doing it bY, the fear that 
their act might be criticised, or that 
others would be looking for an in
crease also, Denis Bruce should hav~ 
to pay it. Now, this is not an isolated 
case of such a tl1ing occurring. I 
'have some corresp,ondence in connec·· 
tion with other sin1ilar cases, and it 
shows that Dr. Keegan is not permit
ted to make any other charges tha11 
those imposed in the ordinary way by 
the hospital. As for Dr. Keegan's ef-. 
ficiency, I have n.othing to say. I hacl 
a few weelrs experience of the Gener-

al Hospital myself a11d I have noth
ing, but the wa.rmest admiration for 
Dr. Keegan and the entire staff. This 
is the first ti1ne that this matter has 
come to my notice. It was one of 
the Board of Governors who brought 
it up ~rst and not I as was believed. 
Mr. Bruce interviewed a member of 
the Board of Governors before I ev
er heard .of the matter, and it was on
ly after he failed to get any sa.tisfac
tion about it that he r·eferred it to me. 
I brought it to the notice of the Pri1ne 
Minister iJJ. a personal way, as I did 
i1ot want to ventilate it in the House 
if that could be avoided, but as no:th
ing has been done there was nothing 
else for it but to refer to it as I have 
done. With regard to the state1nent 
that lv,Ir. Chambers agreed to the pa.y-
1nent of the e·xtra cbarge, I will not 
belie·ve that. I wil~ take the word of 
Mr. Chambers before that of any oth
er ma.n in the· co·untry, and he is pre
p,ared to go before a court of jus
tice if need be. and swear to the con-. 
trary. 

' 

MR. MOORE-1\lr. Chairman. With 
i·espect to the School for the Blincl, I 
would like to ask the Prime Minister 
how do '\Ve stand ~vith regard to peo
'ple here whQ a,re interested in that 
work? Is there not s·ome arrange,
ment with the government by that 
gentleman who came here from Hali
fax relative to a bu·ilding on Water
foref Bridge Road '? Were the govern
ment interested to th.e extent of $25,-
000 in the way of assistance for fitt ~ 
ing up that institution? And is it the 
'idea to take our pupils that are now 

. in Halifax and pt1t tl1em in that in
stitution? I ca.n · understand how 
hard Mr. W e.ir wor·ked in this connec
tio 11 an.d vvhenever that vote comes up 
for the purpose of lending government 
sup,port to that inuch needed con1mu
nity in our midst I will support it. 

HON. TIIE PRIME MINISTER-Mr 
Ch.airman. I concur with the remarks 
c! the Hon. member for Ferryland. 

• 
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There has been i1othing more disap·
pointi11g to this administration ·or to 
the· mem.bers ther·eof than to find it
self unable this year to vote $25,000 
for an industrial institution of that 
sort. It unfortunately would not ef
fect the inonies we now subscribe to 
the Halifax School for tl1e Blind, ev
en if we were able to meet th,is. extra 
vote this yea.r. With an initial Ollt
lay for the coming fiscal year of $25 ,-
000 the establishing of such an insti
tution here would mean an addition .. 
al vote of $15,000 for improvements 
and $10,000 for maintenance. 

, 

MR. BENNETT--Mr. Chairman. It 
appears to me that me·mbers of the 
H<)use are misinfllrmed with re·gard 
to this question of the School for the 

··Blind. I happen to know quite well 
this institl1tion in Halifax. I heard. 
the other day that the number of 
blind students here in Newfou11dland 
h.as reached a very high percentage. 
Have you any information in this par
ticular l\Ir. Prin1e Minister? 

HON. THE PRIME MINIST·ER-I 
'·have statistics available, and I vtil.l 
have them to-morrow when I will be 
glad to go into a discussion on the 
matter, if n1y Hon. friend wishes. 

MR. BENNETT--Could the Prin1e 
Minister i11form me· a.s to the num
ber of patients that are in the Halifax 
School for the Blin~ at the present 
time? 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
do not know exactly, but speaking 
from me1nory I think we took a vote 
for 20 patients at $300 at first. 1.,hen 
that amount w·as increased to $400 
"

1 i.thin the past few years. The in
'creased charge was based on the n um
ber of p·atients cared for in that insti
tlttion. I think the number of pa
tients w~~s reduced to bring tl1e 
a1nount within the vote of $6,000. 

MR. BENNE.TT--! had an intima ... 
tion from Mr. Fraser, the Supt. for the 
.School . for th.e Blind, saying that it 
was absolutely im.possibl~ to main-

tai11 pu.pils at $300 a )rear during t11e 
'\\rar and the governme11t at· the ti111e 
reduced tl1e number of pupils fron1 20 

/ 

to 16. 
HON. 1.,HE PRIME MINISTER-At 

the present time, I thin.k th.e nun1be:r 
is 11. 

MR. BENNFJT'l1-I do not think wo 
ever 'vent over 15" at . $400 a year oach.~ 
instead. of 20 at $300. But the point 
I an1 anxious to inake is that the per
ce11tage of blind children in this col-
011y is very high. Now here is a 
school tl1at is up-to-date in every pos
sible Wa)~, and where parents w·ho · 
cannot afford to send tl1eir cJ1ildren 
to school can se11d the1n to be edu
cated free; and despite the fact tl1at 
there is an a.nnual vote to educate 
and train 16, only 11 out of this whole 
(~olony a.vails of the opportunity to 
attend this pe·rfectly cond.ucted insti .. -
tution. S11rely there must be some
thing w·rong abo11t this thing, but the 
reason n1ust either be timidity on the 
part of those parents, or it must be 
that the institl1tion is . not properly un
derstood. But it certainly seems un-

~ 

fortunate, in the light of the high 
percentage of afflicted children in 
this community, that the value ancl 
adva,ntage of this institution is not 
a,ppreciated. There is nothing too 
good to be said for th.e w·ork of that 
institution. It wol1ld ina.ke one feel 
deJighterl to witness the noble ·w·ork 

'. that is done there by Mr. Fraser, the 
' / 

Superintendent, a11d his assista.nt Mr. 
Weir, both of whom. are blind and who 
talre a particular interest in New
·fo11ndland pupils. A few years ago ,, 
've had a performance given here in 
the Methodist C.ollege IIall by · the 
i>upils of that institution and the or·-

• 

chestra selections, choruses and so-
los ren(lered by' them was really inar
vellous. Every one of the performers 
were stone blind and a numbe·r o·f 
them were Newfoundland pupils. l 
commend this institution for the con
s·i deration of the members of thi& 

• 

' 
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House, and I w·ould suggest to thein · 
to see in their district that ·the total 
number provided for in this institu
tion is. ke,pt up. I know: that this in
stitution has brought happiness to 
many a hom.e. Whenever this vote 
come·s ui> . I always consider it a 
.pleasl1re to say a word in its favour, 
as ·the object is worthy of the highest 
commendation. · 

' 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
certain 1~esolutions, and as·ked leave 
to sit again on to-morrow. 

On motion this -Report was recei,r
~d and adopted, and it was ordered 
. that the Committee have leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
;House resolved itself i11to a Commit
tee of the Whol~ to consider the Bill 
·entitled ''An Act to Amend Chapter 
83 of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled "The Judicature Act? 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Con1 -

n1ittee·. 
Mr. Speak.er resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, an.d had p·as
sed th~ said Bill v.Tithout an1endment. 

On motion this Report was received 
(' 

and adopted, ancl it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read. a third time on 
to-morrow. 

The Remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded tha..t. 
when the House rises, it adjourn un
til to-morrow afternoon at three or 

· the clock. . 
The House then adjourned accorcl-

i11gly. 
Thursday, April 210th., 1922 · 

The House met at three of the 
clock in the afternoo·n, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

' 

Sir M. P. ·Cashin gave noti·c.e of 
question. 

Mr. Moore gave notice of questi·on. 
Ho·n. the Prime Minister tabled the 

Annual Report of the Patriotic Fund 
for year e.nded De.cember 31st., 1921. 

The Chairman from the 1Committee 
of the Wh.ole on Supply reported cer
tain re.solutions, which were read a 
first time as follows: 
Old Age Pensions . . . . . . . . $92,0010.0·0 
Legislation . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,808.12 
Public Charitie.s . . . . . . . . 427 ,489.81 . 

T'he said re,solutions being read a 
second time, it was m 1oved and sec 
anded that the House ,concur with the 
Committee therin, and the said reso-
1 utio·ns wer·e agreed to. 

• 

Pursuant to order, and on mott,on 
of Hon. the Minisite·r of Justice, the 
Bill ·entitled "An Act to Amend C!ha.p
ter 83 of the Consolidated Statues 
(Third Series), entitled "The Judi-, 
cature Act," wa.s. re,a.d a third time 
and passed, and it 'vas ordered that 
the said Bill be engr,ossed, being en
titled as above, and that it :be sent to 
the Le.gislati\re Cot1nQil ;with ' .a 

• 
message requesting the con.curre,nce of 
ihat body in its provisions. 
• Pursua·nt to order, 3ind on moti,on 
of Hon. the Prime Ministe·r, the 
House res.olved itself inito a Com
mittee of the Whole on s .upply. 

' 
Mr. Speaker left the ,Chait. 
Mr Hibbs too·k the Chair of ·C'om

mittee. 
MR. BE'NNET'T':-Mr. Chairman I 

' feel som.ething like my frien.d Mr. 
1M1oore with rega.rd to this vote.. I 
reiterate what I said la.st year re
g~rding the· model farm, and I thinl\ 
it would. be to the credit of the 
gover·nment if the·Y had br,ought ir1 
the estimates with this expensive toy 
cut out entirely. 'The truth is we 
haven't got a model farm t.o-day. It 
is merely a stock fa,rm. 1There is no 
necessity for a mod.el farm. We are 
not in a po·sition, we haven't got the 
me~ns to carry on a model farm. As 
I submit, Mr. 1Chairman, that it is a 
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very exp·e:nsiv.e undertaking. Arra.nge-
/ me·nts were m.ade by th·e late gov
ernment to avail of the advantages of 
the model falrm in Nova Sc·otia. 11,here 
is a v·ery fine fa.rm at T1ruro. We 
ha·ve ha.d the experien.ce of havin.g 
men go out ther·e to take courses. Mr. 
Harry 1Cowa.n, w ·m. Ireland, John H.C>1l-. 
de·n, yourself Mr. Chair·ma.n & others 

' ' 

Oats, , for instance l1ave 
flated 50 ce·nts a :bushel. 

been in
So with 

potato·es and h.a.y. We did not raistJ 
oµe h~lf as much potatoes in 1921 
as we should h~ve. A~ricultural ex
perts sa.y th.at we have as. good facili
ties for raising potatoes as in any 
part o·f the North Amerii<~an Conti
nent. 

W·ent up there·, a(lld doubtle·ss g·ot , 
In 1921 we had 536,089· barrels of 

potatoes v·alued ~t $3. I want t.o· first 
gre.a,t benefit from their experience 
and ·training .. 

Now if it is; true that a model farm 
l. ' 

is too e.xpensive a lux11ry for us a.nd is 
not warranted by the retu.rns1, it is 
·much m-ore true, of .a stock farm. It 
is not necessary to have a big . ex
pensive o·utfit for this purpose. W t:J 

have good farms aroun.d s .t.John's 
and the st·ock th~t has bee·n specially 
imported, we all know, have not 
compared with what , is already 
he·re, and the wo~l{ of the farm
ers ha.s been do·ne mostly without 
any assistance. .Go· out to th.e· farm 
of · Mr. ·Ge·o. Ru by and you will see 
5·0 head of cattle that are no:t equal7 
led, or if equalled are not surpass'e·d 
anywhere.. The same thing is true 
of Mount Cajshel farm. Wh.at th.en is 
th.e sense of com.ing here and voting 
such a large sum for . something that 
it is known does not in any wa.y justi
fy its existence. 

I 

I quite endorse what my colleague 
Mr. · Moore h3.{S' said. Horses are com
ing out h.ere day after day and · haul
i11g in · loans imported feeds,. It is 
but an instan1ce of tl1e in.sincerity of 

r 

the government on th.e matter of re .. 
trenchme·nt. Ido not believe that the 
;country would suffer to the exte·nt of 
$50 ,00 if this toy wa.s done a.wa.y with. 

' When I took up the estim.ates the 
other day I saw ai three column table 
giving the variou:s. agric·ul tural pro
ducts for 1901, 1911, and 1921. 'There 
is a cl~im that there ha.s been a 

, I 

itremendou.s in1creas·e. But what are 
· the facts. It is n·ot that there is an 

' . 
increase in the number of heads of 
cattle, but they are inflated the valuE5. 

· point out tha~ we were 5,000 ba.rre·ls 
short of what we had 20 yea.rs ago. · 
And the price put on is 210 per cent 
more but th.e fact is :that · we are not 

, ' 

exportin.g pot~toes and the mon-ey is 
not coming in. The other root crops 
are in the same comparison-non·e of 
them sh.o·w ail a,ppreciable increase; 
·the output o·f turnips is sh.ort and in 
1901 we had 12,933,792 heads. of cab-
1baJge again.st 6,873,000 for 1921. In 
·Other words we had half the output 
of 20 years a.go. I ca.nnot understand 
why the product has been faJling off 

\ 

if we are ma.king the adv·ainces· claim-
, 

ed. T'here has: been an' incre·ase in 
the numb·er of ho·rses it is true but 
I suppos~ that is only owing to the 
increase of late yea.rs of the indu.stries 

' . 
wh.icb; use them and the faJct that 
the people . are perha.ps better able to 
keep them-maybe· that is. w·hy you 
are ta.king s·ome of them for :the 1 police. 
In 1901 a horse· was valued at $71 and 
in -1921 at $100. T:hat is alr'ight per
haps of tl1e quality of the · breed is 
.improved. 'T'he ·number of cows also 
increas·ed from 14,00,0 in 1901 to 18. 
000 in 1921 and the values fr.om. $3~ 
·to $80. T'he number ·Of sheep in 
191,0 'was 78,0·0·0 a,nd in 1921 it was 
86,000-there was a slight increase 

• 

there. S·wine in 1910 numbered 34, 
000 and in 1921, 13,000 so there evid, , 

ently ca.nn·ot be much money in ra1s" 
in.g swine· a.nd I suppose that is why 
we a.re patying so n1tlch for pork ,to
day. TJ1e n.umber of go·ats have fallen 
off proba.bly becaus·e the Municipalit) 
is no· longer raising them. Now go 
down through · the whole list and 
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you will find that there is no in
crease ;but that we have gone back 
a,nd in spite of that the Hon. Prime 
(Minister in this statement puts the 
value of the agricultura.l pro,ducts ,at 
fro·m 4 to 5 millions. This is a,n 
absolute m.isre:pres:entation , of the 
facts. Anet horses a.re now n,o m,ore 
of vrulue for earning power than they 
were in 19101. So it is, safe to· say 
that this~ statement of the agricultur·a1 
policy being worth 14 milli1ons is 
merely a misr'epresentation. · As a 

1.matter of fact i:t is 011.ly a census as 
'in the ca;se of .horses ma.ny of the·m 
·were listed years: a.go and are still 
:in service and are taken ,over a,gain. 
And still the1 govern,ment is trying to 
make out that we are , a.dvancing in 
agr-i1cul:ture. I don't think the end . ' 

justifles th.e IJl.ea.ns-we are ·not ge1t · 
ting a.nythin.g like the proper valu~ 

tor the money expende,d. I kbo·w it 
is only beating the wind fior us to talk 
as the gove:rnment hav.e a set policy 

' 
and will ,carry out; but I mu.st say 
that you should cut a :considerable 
slice off the. flgur,es in con.nec:tion with 
this depa.rtm·ent. As to the Mod~el .or 

-
Stock Form, it is a useless e.xpensE= 

' ' 

as' horses are continually engaged 
c~rting food to the place to· lreep the 
animals there aliv·e.. I am so·rry we . 
hav:e not the H,on. Ministe.r' s report 
here so that we could: 'discu.ss it 
m·ore closely. I · ca.nnot help de .. 
precating th:e waste in this · direction 
and would like to sa.y that every dol
l1a·r we cut off the estimrutes is a 
dollar saved. I persume the g,over·11 
ment doe.s not inte·nd ,to spend m.uch 
on surv'eys this year a.s they· have. pro 
vided $5,010·0 instead ·Of the $12,000 of 
1ast yea.r-a.nd I am of the opinion 
that :they co·uld. do without eve.n that 
$5,0010. I suppose s·om.e e.xpenditure 
must b·e ma~e in this dire,ction but I 
hope and trust it will be kept with.ill 
the estimate. T'here . is a small item , 
here that I would like t,o refer to'-
it is this ,court in the Imperial In
stitute. I do not thi11k we are jus.ti
fied in pa.ying $980 per year for the 

rent of that, .and I would like some 
gentlem.an· on the other side to point 
,out where We· have d·erived one doll~r 
b.e,nefit from it. It is in keeping with 
the idea of advertisir1g in the Im
perial papers Thousands h~v·e been 
spent in that directio·n a.nd whe·n I 
was 1Colo·ni~l S1ecretary I continually 
objected to it :but the Prime ;Minister 
at the time, for some re,as,on or 0th.er, 
;did riot se1e eye to eye with me on 
·the matter. As far a sadvertising is 
conce·rned we s1hould act like busi
ness man a.t the present time and let 
·up on it. Why should the civil ser
vant with the paltry salary be re-

• 

duced 3(D.d these extrava.gan.ce·s be 
kept on-the court i:n the Imperial 

I 

Institute can ve·ry ea.s:ily be d·one 
1Without. Now, Mr. Chairma.n, I wolild 
• 
like to know-I am merely se.eki11g in-
~ormation and it is currently ~eported 
that the officials engaged at the 
I . 

Depa.rtment ,of Agriculture. were. not 
r·educed last year. 

HON. PRIM.E MINIS:T'ER:- Yes 
they were. 

MR. BENNEIT1T1:-Was th·e re-
duction ·On the sa.me per ce·ntage as 
'in other departments. 

HON. P'RIME M.INIST'IDR:-Yes 10 
and 15 pet cent. As a, matter ,of fact 
the per centage wa,s taken: off as the 
cheques' were paid at the Finance 
D·epartme·nt, by 'Mr. Keating. 

MR. BE'NNE'T'T!:-:-Then a.n injustice 
has be·en done· the:m by circulating a 
false report. 

H:ON. PRIME .MINIS'TER:-Yes
the same report w·a,s circulated about 
the Judge1S, I r\ 

MR. BE1NNET1T' :-I am thankful to . 
the Hon.. Prime IM~inister for setting 
me and also the general . publi:c right. 
It is n.ot fair to have s:uch a libeJ __ g9 

. forth .on such men as Mr. Turner 
and Mr. B1ailey a,nd the1 others in 
tb.a,t de·partment that they were 

' -
shown more consideration than other · 
government employees They should 
all :be given fair play. 

HON. PRIME MINIS'T1ER:-I will 
telephone later in the evening to Mr. 

• 
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Ke,ating and get the statement con
firmed. 

MR BEN'NE1T1T1:-T'hank Y·OU, Now, • 

Mr. c ·hairman, the·re was an alter-
ation s:u.ggested last evening in the 
vote in co·nnection with Public ·Chari
;ties-it is $13,50·0 for th.e quaranti11e 
doctor, nurses, fumigation etc. Is it 
correct that that vote is to · be cut·--to 
$5,000. 

in bringing in pa;tients. UP to four 
months ago there were only :f.ot1r on 
the staff--Drs. Fraser, Anclerson, 
Keegan and Cowperthwaite. They had 
the care of all th.e patients i.n the 
institution and the others outside had 
a complaint as to sending any in. One 

HON. PRIME .M!INIS.T'ER:.-..JTh.at i~ 

reduced from $13,0·00 to $5,00·0. And 
the next o·ne for smallpox etc., is cut 
in two. As I explained before, in the 
event of some. calamity,. s.uch as an 
outbreak of flu or other disea.se of a 
virulent type, the vote will be in
creased. 

M'R. BENNETT:_,Qf course that is 
understo·od. Now speaking of the _ Gen
eral Hospital I would like to join with 
the Hon. Minister of Finance in th 
tribute which he ,paid Dr. Kee,ga.n yes
'terday afternoon. Thrtunately for my 
self I have not had the pers·onal ex
perien·ce . of the Hon. Minister of Fi~ 
n~nce· to enable m·e to judge as to 
hi~· ability, but I · heartily endorse 
what ·he has sa.id and I kn·ow it to 
be correct a.s for years I have be·en 
identifie·d with the work there and I 
s.ay that we ~e fortunate indeed !n 
havin.g Dr. Keegan as the head ,of that 

-'institution. As a surgeon I do not 
think you can find 11is superior a.ny
where~except pr·o,babiy in the instl 
tutions of the very highest standing 
where men m~ke a specialty of cer
tain diseases. I have dis:cussed the 
matter with various doctors in the 
city and they all agree in saying that 
Dr. l(eegan is a 'rery efficient surgeon 

. I 

Now it m.ust be bo1rne in mind that 

, can very well unde1rstand that a man 
\Vho has a fa.mily doctor who know·s 
ftll his traits and has probably treat
ed his parents bef.ore him, wartting 
him to perform an operation. Tho' 
that doctor is fully conversant with 
that patient's symptoms and traits he 
has to let him go in and be treated 

• 
by a ne.w· n1an. I understand that that 
is now being rem.e·died a.nd that Drs. 
lVIitcl1ell, Roberts and other13 of the 
older medical men are being attached 
to the staff. I hope that in a sb1ort 
time all tJ1e doctors will have the 
right to follo"\\r the.ir patients in to the 
institution. The idea that this would 
create confuston is wrong, and I can 
bear it out from my own experience. 
In New r-ork h.ospitals not half as 
big as ours, and where they have as 
high as 120 doctors, medical men send 
in their own pa.tients, perforn1 their 
c)Wll operations a11d have their o.wn 
n.urses and there is n.o conflict at fl,11. 
Whenever they want the use of the 
operating room they can have it. 
Ther·e the Superintenclent does little 
but walk about and generally superin
ten.d the working of the institution, 
while he,re he is the most active man 
on the staff. I think this a move in 
the right direction, and I also concede 
that a greate·r reve·nue can be derived 
from the institution. rrhere is no 
reason why people who a.re in a po
sition to pay sh~ould be allowed to 
se1ni-p·auperize themselves by taking · 
advantage o.f all the comforts and 
attendance of the institution for a 
d()llar" a day. There is no paralell to 

when a man brings hi1nsel! to the ae . 
gree of perfection that Dr. KeegaJl 
has, if he ga.ve his services a;broad he 
would receive 4 or 5 times the salar) 
he is getting from us. Some time ago . 
in discussion with the Board of G·ov 
ern.ors of the Hospital I sa}.d there 
ought to be something do,ne a.s to the 
rate of fees :and the rights of doctors 

it in. a.ny part of the world. The Hon .. 
Finance Minister will bear me out 
that tl1e p·rices abroad for similar 
treatn1ent are beyond anything y.ou 

. . 

.. 
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can imagine and that ~rou should get 
such treatment h.ere for a dollar a 
day is beyond all parallel. I think 
that in future the people "rill be bet
'ter pleased to know what kind of 
treatment they are going to get. A 
few years ago pe<>ple· had a horror of 
the hospital-they actually whispere·d 
to one another, so an.d so has gone to 
the hospital, that settles him. When 

* 
11e left for the institution tl1ey pu~ 

(town tl1eir blinds and said, he's· gone· 
But no'v the only hope .is the hospit
al. And· why sb_ould the public pay 
for the wants of those who are well 
allle to pay for themselves. Of course 
th.ose who cannot pay should be ad
n1itted. free. That is the principle 
~broa·d. You can enter the Royal 
Victoria General T-Iclspital in Montreal 
free if you ma.ke ~ statement to the 
·effect .that you cannot pay. . But you 
· rnay go in there and p.ay and be· 
;bperated 011 by a docto·r who 
w·ill charge you two thousand dollars 
while he perforn1s a similar oper
ation on the poor man for nothing. 
1The institution shouldb ring in a rev
enue commensurate with the ability 
of the patients to pay--it costs $205,-
000 a11d instead of $18,000 we should 
get $105,000. The sooner this is con
sidered the better. The trouble is 
that a. lot of the people want every
thing from the Government for noth
ing. It is a wonder they don't look 
for tombstones an.d plots in the ceme:.. 
tery. When they ha,ve the means 
they should pay and then the Hospital 
would show returns, and no doubt 
would account for every dollar spent. 
And speaking of the doctor·s, I want 
'to include the nur·ses who as the Hon. 
~Iinis:ter of Fina.nee will agree pos
sess all the qualifications necessary 
to minister and ·ten.d to those who are 
})laced under their care. And now I 
just wa11t to say a word as to the 

• 

staff of the Colonial Secretary's de-
partment. I deeply regret that the 
Colonial Secretary has lost the ser-

vices of l\Ir. Philip Rendell, and 
speaking from experience, I say that 
there is not a more capable, attentive, 
,teliable and obliging official in the 
public service. Tl1ough of a retiring 

• 

disposition you cou.ld derJend your life 
on Phil Rendell, when it came to a 
matter of duty. I had experience 
'1r7 ith him all through the war, when 
tl1e, casua.Ities were first coming in 
and when the department was worked 
to the limit and I want to sa.y now . 
that he has left the public service, 
that I hope his future will present 
' 
to him a brighter outlook than c.ould 

1

bc his in a.ny public institution. Be-· 
.cause, after all, when a young man 
goes in there ancl there is no more 
chance ahead . of him tha:n perha.ps 
reaching a salary of say $2400 a year , 
he is doing wrong, and I don't blame 
any young man for getting out, and 
entering the larger field wl1ere his 
al)ilities will have greater op·portuni
ty and he will be· able to better him.
self. I arn glad to hear from the Ho11 
.Prime Minister that lVIr. Renclell is 
bettering himself, and I know that his 
colleagues in the office will miss him 
as much as the Hon. Minister himself. 

Now, in the Governn1e·nt Engineer's 
depa.rtment I notice the salaries of 
the assistant engineer, and the ac
countant are increased since last year 
The former was $1.728 last ye·ar and 
no-yy.. it is $2,200 while the accou11t
ant is increased fron1 $1,500 to $1,-
700. In these days of retrenchment . . 

one wonders on seeing an increase of 
• 

tJ1is kind what it means. I know th.at 
Mr. Robinson, the assistant engineer 
is a very efficient inan, he has come 
out here from Irelan.d to take the 
IlOsition as . Mr. Hall, is his brother
in-law, and no dot1bt he is worth 
much more than he is getting, but 
why increase him when decreases are 
being ma.de in otl1er departments. .A 

man like Mr. Ke1nnedy is dismissed 
to save a salary of ten o:r elev-en 
hundred dollars a year, and yet a 
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man in the government engineer's de·
partment, when tl1e work there must 
be a great deal less that it used to be, 

'.gets an increase·. Mr. Dicks, tl1e ac
countant is well worth what he ts 
,getting and more than he is getting. 
He we·nt over seas and fought for us, 
and won distinction. Moreover, he 
left a comfortable job in that dep·art
ment to go overseas and he went as 
soon as the bugle c,,all sounded. He 
was amo11gst the flrst five hundred o·f 
our boys to leave here. Now that he 
has come 'back and is reinstated, you 
cannot give him too much. Mr. Dicks 
has gon.e thru the mill in that depart 
ment. I know that he has always 
been read.y to perform. the most diffi ... 
cult worlr that has come his way. He 
was not the man who, if there was 
a river to be got a.cross, would sit on 
the bank and wonder h.ow it was go-
ing to be done. He stripped off his 
coat without hesitation and swam 
across. So I say, Mr. Chairman, that 
incre·ase is justifiable. My friend the 
men1ber for Bay de Verde, Mr. Le
Grow .knows that Ber~ Dicks was one 

t 

of tl1e best men in the Regiment. 

There was one other note I inade 
as we were passing thru these_ Esti-
111ates. Our pension list is growing 
very fast, and amounts now to $52,-
770.00 as against $40,000.00 li"":-st yeai-. 
·This is a serious matter. These pen
sions are very numer·ous an.d, it is 
true, the majority of them are small, 
but it must be remembered that some 
of then1 were adjusted "\\rhe11 salaries 
"'~ere high and a Jnan getting his pe·n
sion at the rate of two-thircls of hls 
salary two or three years ago, just 
when salaries were raised, received 
a pension out of aJl proportion to the 
\customary amount and I don't see1 
I 

j.,vl1y such pensions should be immune 
from the general decrease. Take the 
case of Dr. Duncan for instance. He 
'vas pensione·d at $2,600. He may 
have been an admirable man and all 
that, but he did not put in very many 

years in the service before he became 
unable to perform his work, a.nd had 
to give place to a younger man. He 
wa,s· pensioned just after th.e in.crea,s·-. 
e·s w·ere given an.d the worst of it is, 
h·e is s,pen.ding his pe,nsion outside of 
the Colo:ny. If he wa,s spending it 
he,re there would be s·ome benefit de
ri,red from it b·ut as soon a.s he gets 
his pensio·n he go1es to En.glan.d to 
live, his cheque is se1nt to him and 
the co1untry do.es noit get one five cents 
returns from it. No.w, the questio·J\ 
suggests itself to me, s·hould not s·ucl1 
pensions be subject to re·duction. "'1'his 
is an instance of wh.ere the1r 'e is n1on .. 
ey t10 be saved with.out hurting any
body. Th.e same applies1 to the wh.ole 
public s,e.rvice, steam subsidi.e,s,' post
offices, teleg·raph offices fe1rries. a.nd 
other thin,gs th.at co1uld be dispensecl 
with for th1e time being. If a priope,r 
camp~gn were in:augur:ate.d to malre 
people siee an,d fully re1alize the need 
for ec.o·no.my you would so.on find it 
pos,s:ible to b·ring a:b1out retrenchment 
on a s.cale worth wh.ile. E:ve·ry man in 
t :'1e Co11ntry ha.s a mis.sio1n to p·erforrrt 
in this con.nectio11 and I know tb.c 
i·eople have sense enough ·to ag1"e·a tc> 
such curtailment as must be made it 
we are to .get anywh!ere with retrP.11ch 
n1£?11t T'he Country must re1alize 'vhat 
e·fficiency and e.conomy c:an do. r1ih~ 

situation can be s·aved if the right , 

mea;sures are a·dopted. ·T·he fisher) 
situation in St. John's ca.n l)e sa~red 

but we must go the: right w·a)" allout 
it. We hear a lot 0 1f the B.01a.rcl ot 
Trade pas:sing r ·e,solutio·ns1 an.d we hea.r 
a lot of the Prime Minister taking llC) 

notice of the·m but matte1rs m11st l)e 
tal{en seriously a.nd all must W<ll'k to
gether. Th.e Ban.ks are· throttli11g .the 
life out of our me1r·ch,ap.ts and no one 
·knows what is: g1oiin.g to be do,ne. '\tell 
it is time that so·meone d.id kno,w what 
is goin.g to· happen.. We go to our so
ciety me,etings and our churches for 
the b·e·nefit of our soc.ieties a.n.d ot1r re 
ligio:n_ but i1t strikes me that we alto-

gether ne·glect our e1veryday affairs 

' 

•, 
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which r·equire the same attentio11. I 
believe the Prime Minister will havs 
to ta:ke the initiative in see,in1g that our 
fishery is carried on this season. Hb 
will have to go down to Wa.ter Stteet 
and get five O·r s.ix 01f the most ex
periencied of It.he me1rc.hants a,n.d alor1g 
with th·em the manag·ers of the differ
ent ba.nks to c.o·me to his office ai1d 
hnve a rour1d table discussion 011 tht:: 
whole ma\tter. ·This is the O·nly \"lay 
a solution o,f our di:ffi.·cultie1s, ·can be· ar 
rived at. It is s1aid th.e tr.a.de of Ne,v
'foundland owes th.e B.an~s twe:nty-fi,1e 
million dollars. Well,1 if the· trad'3· is 
allowed to .coillapse, it mea;n.s that . the 
Banks los;e tweinty-five millions. ,..i 11e}· 
are in eix:a,ctly the .s1ame pos~tio1n as ~ 
.large manufactu.rer w·ho is c.arrylng a. 
rt1t1nb·er 1of c.ustomer1s wh.o are 11eaviiy 
in debt to him. He . has to continue 
ca.rr)"'"in.g them or los.e1 all they o"tlle 
I1 ··1n: 'The Ba1Jks ar·e owed the mor. ly 
but they hav:e to come d.own off their 
11igh horse and it 'vill b1e to th1.:.1~1 ad
vantage to· help the tra,de, out of t11ei1 
p:resent difficulties. What w'ill be th(:; 

· goo'Cl of the sch·oo.ners, the, ... water-front 
Jlremisle·s, the wha.rves, the flak1~s and 
all the re1st of ·th,e pro,pe1rty the:; 11old 
as se,curity? What good w'ill that be 
I sa,y, Ito the sha,reholder in Montreal 
or in Toro1nto. The·se th.ings wc>i11t pa)' 
divid en.ds. I believe if a con·ference 
'\VE-re held in which all who are in
terested in the futu.re of the Country 
joi11ed w·ith o·ne aim in view, a so~u

tion of the pro1blen1s that co,nf.ront tl~ 

to-day would. b1e forthcoming. The 
llarkest hour is always b·efo1re the 
tlR.''"n anci who kno·ws but this is the 
da "1vn for Newfoundland. The pric·~ of 
Sh<Jr,e fish may b·e· go·od ne:xt fall and 
by holt!in.g ba.ck our ·sto1c:ks an.-1 110t 
send,ing large sh·ipments forwar(l to 

· g,ll1t t'hc m1arkets, we m,ay be t"ble· to 
~YlJrl{et our c.aJtch to good adv-a,ntagEl· 
What is 11e1e·ded is c.01-op:e·r·atio·~1 of 
$0111e kind ,in m:arketing our pri0dt1ce. 
lWe have only to look aJt wha,t the 

1 
. We~~tern farmers and fr·u.it ·~rowers 
,are doi'n.g in this directioin. Ito realize 

that this is s10. I know a ma11 who 
it·lt here a.nd went o·ut to ·C'alifo,rnicl 
where he purc.hased a:n O·r·char·d fo·r 
whic·h hie p1aid $40,000. 

He star1te1d fr·u.it-gro1wing :b1ut \Vith 
only m.o,der,ate su·c:c·e·ss until w·ha.t is 
known as th.e Fruit Growe·rs Ass·ocia
tio1n was started. 1This1 was. a co -oper~ 

{ative marketing move,ment . wh,en ~P 

Joined the Association the:y tiold him 
th.at they would pi.ck h.is fruit at a 
certain time.. All he· had to d.o was \to 
' 
watch his fruit . growing and when th_e 
:time arrive1d the fruit pickers of the 
Asso.ciation came alon.g with la.d.ders, 
boxes a11d b·a1rrels and other nec.e·s,sar
ie·s for packing, too·k h.is· fr'uit to the 
cold st101rage wareh.ouses whe.re it '\'\ras 
kept to be fed to the ma,rkets. of lJnit.- ~ 
ed States, c.an~da an.d E'u.r 101p1e as i~ 

wa.s need:e·d. He was given a receirt. 
fo,r his fru.it and the n.e·xt day he re
ceived a c.heque. His profits· under 
th'is scheme iwer·e thirty per c·ent bet
ter than :the·y h.ad be1en before, an.d he 
didn't h.a;v.e to turn. a hair. T'hat was 
one· of the, princ_iple·s of M.r. Co·a,ker's 
fish reg·ul~ti1ons and that is w·hat will 
S'a.ve this ,c :ounrtry if it is wo1r·ked b~ 
a ma,n who, is· d.is:interested. and n.ot by 
on.e who has la.rg1e inter·ests. of his 
own to1 lo101k ~f:te1r. T1h!at is h·OW it was 
with Mr. 1Co1aker. He may have· bee·n 
quite hon.eslt in his. effo·rts1 but lJ:e haa 
a pe1rs1on1al inteire·st a,nd he wa,s. there- . 
fore open to suspicion. Now, wh.at 
h'appene·d la.st y:ea.r? The, me1rchants 
her,e sent 01ver to the E'ur10·pean ma.r
kets ca.rgoes of 'thirty a,nd thirty-five · 
quintalSi rut a time, the ma.rkets1 b;e
came glutted and pric.e cutting .follo·w 
ed with a result rth;at th.e1re wa.s a big 
slump 1an.d ship·pe1rs s·uffe·re1d' he,avy 
losse·s. As far as Mr. 1Coaker's :fi:s1h 
regulations W1ere con·cerned, the·re wa.s 
one thing in them th.a.t wa.s' right
they pr·evented glut1ting of th.e mar
kets. C101-o·peraition is what we need. 
We· must g·et the people to r1ealize that 
they rur·e all p·artner's1 in the commo·n 
country a.nd until this: is don,e we 
cannot hope f.or 1any . siatisfactory re-
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sults fr.orm anythin.g .else we m.ay at
tempt. 

I have no doubt the Primer M'inisrte1r 
and the 0th.er memb,errs of the Gov
ernm.e,nt .are verry a(nxtous, per.hap~ 

mo:re· anxiou.s :tha.n .anyone else to fin.d 
a solution for rO·Ur proble;ms an.d th.at 
being so, they S·hould have the· sym
pa!thy and support of . aJll, and what 
I h1ave s·aid this afterrnoo·n I trust will 
be taken in the spirit 'in whic.h. it was 
sia,id. I want to Sree' lhe. Country prors·~. 

pe1r1011s a.nd I beleve: if all WO·rk to1geth 
e·r with t at end in view our best 
h·ope.s will be ·retalize·d. Newfo.undlan.d 
has pos·sibilitiesr th1at are little dream-

, ed of. Trh1e cot1ntry is only half dis ... 
coverie«] and what is s1till unknown 
a:b1out it wo1uld fill a ve·ry 131r1ge bo1ok. 
It is worth ou.r1 while to try an1d str·ug 
gle alo·ng for a while long~r an~ ntot 
abra.ndon h·o·pe. It is up t,o thos·e ir1 
.nu1tho1rity to give·. th.e be:st th,at is in 
:them, ito· put fo,rth their best e:fforts 
in the 1Country's brehalf and if we ·atll 
work with the one purpose a.ctuaiting 
t1s, I believe that we may have eyery 
reason to go pre th.at we sh,all se'e New
foundland ris1e ab,ove the trials, and 
tribulatio1n.s lthait ha.ve so long weigh.ed 

~ h.er down. 

MR. VINICOM.BID-Mr. Chairm.an, 
' 

/before that vote pa.sses I would like 
to know whether the offi,cials' sa.lar
ies come under that · head. T'he se .. 
cretary of the Agricultura.l Board, 
Mr. Bailey is getting $2500, but I un
(lerstand he is going to be reduced 
five or ten per cent. N'ow Si.r, l want 
to sav a word or two in. Mr. Bailey's 

' ' 

favour. There is not a man in the 
whole department who works as hard 
a,s he does, r:ind as the Minister is not 
in this House I would like to ask. the 
Prime Minister to reconsider th.is mat 
ter. Mr. Barley has_ a large family, 
he has to keep up appearances, and 
send his children to school, and I do 
not see how he can do that ·on less 
than he is getting now. The Prinie 

' 

Minister has referred to Mr. Rcndell's 
having to · leave . the Colonial Secr·e-

tary's department, because the salary 
was too sm·a11 to keep 11in1 there, but 
he is a single mar1 while Mr. Bailey 

\has ten children to f:rupport. I would 
' 
ask the Prime Minister again to con .. 
sider that vote before -passing it. 

MR. HIGGINS-:\ir. Chair1n3.n. With 
l 

reference ·to the gentlemen u11der re ... 
. ' 

view, I do not know what can be done 
for Mr. Bailey without . adding extra 
cost to the Colony, bt1t if an' opening 
occurs and if it can be satisfactorily 

:~,rranged at all, I hope th.at the Prime 
Minister, who has so aptly said that 
this officia.I is well up to the stan
dard, will give Mr. Bafley that special 
consideration, ·which, as has lJeen 
pointed out by my colleagues, lVfr. Vin 
icombe, ]:lis capabilities justify · ancl 
warrant. 

l\'.IR. MOORE-Mr. Chairman. · I 

would like to ad(l a w·ord or two to 
what has been already said by the 
merr1bers for St. John's East. Mr. '. 
Bailey does a considerable t1mot1nt of 
vrork ,in his . office. \Vl1ilst I . do not 
want to advocate, any increase in sal" 
aries, I do not see why lVIr. Bailey's 
salary this year sb.ould be cut -from 
$2500 to $2000. Per·sonally, I have al
'vays found Mr. Bailey to be a cap
able, hard-worki11g and courteous of-. . 
ficial, and I trt1st that the government · 
will adopt the suggestion of Mr. Hig
gi11s• a,nd if anything turns up 'vhere
b)r they can help Mr. Bailey financial
ly, they ought not to hesitate in aid
ing him .. 
. HbN . . THE PRIME ~ifINISTER.--
Mr. Chairman. I thin}< the Comm·Ir · 

. tee n1ight now appro~ch the Esti
n1ates respecting the Department · of 
Education, if the ~inister is ready to 

' proceed. 

H·ON. DR. BARNES·:-Mr. C~ha.irman 
• 

during the reces's, taken by this House 
a few days a,go~ the e·stiniates, which 
I have the honior to sub·mit thts, after 
noo11, were submitterd to the closest 
scrutiny with a view, if possible·, rQf 
effecting some reduction w1thout in 

• 
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any way, however, impairing the effi
ciency o.f the se·rvi.ce. For se·verai 
weeks, the Department of E1du.cation 
has .b·een the subje:ct 01f · the fierc.ie·st 
criticism, both by the O·p.pos.iti<;>·n press 
a;s ''"ell as by certain h.onorable me,m-

. .. 
hers opposite. The a.boliti·on of the 
De·partme·nt ha,s been stron1gly advo
cated a.nd a re·du1ction 1of $75,000.10t> 
l1rged on the vote for E·ducati.on.-

Afteir giving the matte,r· th.e mo·st 
icareful . ·COns1ide·ration, sir, I am con
:vinced tha.t it would be false, ec.onom) 
to make any redu1ctio1n in this: Grant 
which is alre·ady quite ina.d.e1quate for 
,the purp1ose and, conse·quently, I find 
myself unable to a.dvise the Gove·r·n
me,nt to make any cha;nge in the e·s
timates now before the 1Chair. T1he 
re,ason for this is evident. Any pe1r ... 
son who will take the tr·ouble to e1x-. . . 

amine the estim,ates S·Ub1mitte1d, will 
find · that 90 per c:ent of the total vote 
is paid for teach.e1rs' salaries a.nd, con 
se·quently, any attempt to lesson the 
vote by the sum O·f $75,000.00, or e·ven 
a muc:h sm.aller one, must re.sult i1J 
the re1d uct{on of tea,chers·' salarie·s:. 
At this moment we have. 1500 teach
ers at wor·k in the: country, moulding 
the . chairacters and shapin·g, in some 
measure, the destiny of 56,0100 :c.hild-. 
·ren, ror fina.n,cial rem.unera.tion consid 
'.erably b1elow th.at paid to unskille·d 
labo·urer·s. The ave·rage salary paia 
to male tea1che·rs1 is $548.00 per annu.m, 
while the averag·e p·a.id t'o female 
\te~chers is $322.00 s .ir, if you com
pare. th.ese salaries with those paiu 
persons en1gaged in · c'erta.in other 
'\Xralks of life, we get an esitimate1 ot 
the vailue we, as a people, e1njoyin~ 

edi1cation.al advantages for nearly two 
hundred yea.rs, set upon the serv'ic.ea 
of the me1n and. wome1n to whom we 
entr·ust the duty of traini'ng th.e future 
citizens ·o·f this country. The a.ver·age 
sala)ry paid typi·sits is $720.00 t'.b.e low
est pa.id policemen reiceive $760.00 
with an allowan,ce for b1oard and uni
form, while sanita.ry me1n are paid 
$900.00. Now, Mr. Chajr·m.an, I wish 

it to b·e distinctly und.e1rstood tha.t I do 
h·ot q note the average salaries of pet 
sons engaged in other vocations with 
the intention of even s·u1ggesting that 
they are paid to·o muc.h, but merely 
to s1how th,at tl1'e aver'a.ge salaries paid 
persons e·nga,ged in hun1ble walks of 
life are, far ill ex.CeS'S 10·f those paid 
our tea.c.hers. One· is reluctant, sir, 
to institute a . ·com,par'is,on b1etwee·n the 
fina.n·Cia\l re.muneration. paid our . teach 
ers-many of them men a.nd women 
of refinement and schola.rs1hip, c.harged 
with the most delicate responsibility 
_:.with th.at paid me·n ·o·f 1this cit) 
whose duty it is to clea.n ou.r streets, 
but, s:ir, it alppears to be. n·ecessary to 
do so in order to bring home to the 
memb·e:rs of this I-louse, and I . regret 
to sa.y, t10 the ·country gene.rally, the 
criminal injustice done the· teaching 
profession-without exce·ption, the ' 
most self sacrificing, yet d.eserving 

• 
clas·s of pe·ople in thi-sr c·o·untry. 

The numbe.r of our most skille1d and 
b·est edu,cated teache·rs is only 465, , 
ot1t of ru total of 1500. 1The· Gove·rn
'ments and the peo·ple are. largely to 
bla.me for this, b·ecause the.y have, on 
the 1on.e hand, in the past, failed to 
emphasize the importance of Ed11ca
tion, ~nd on the other, be.cause they 
r·efuse. to recognize the value of skill
e·d work in the sc.ho·ols. T'he bes~. 

teacher·s· are allowed it,o lea.ve the pro 
;fession to acce1pt large·r salaries in 

• 
other vocatio·n·s,, and noviceis are en-
ga.ged to repla.ce them at the old or 
slightly redu:ced salar·ie,s. Th.is petty 
spirit causes te·achers: to remain but 
a few months. in a pla.ce and. in con
sequen·ce, very little real pr·ogress cav 
be made from year to year. It is s'ur~ 

ly the duty of the co·un.try to lose no 
o:ppo,rtu.nity, spa.re . neither pains nor 
financial sac.r'ifi.c.e . t10 .bring tto our p·eo 
pie a fuller re,alization o.f the fa,ct 
that .an educated public opinion is· an . . 

esse11tial pre·requisite to civic prospe,r-. 
ity. ·TI1e effe.ctive·ness of 'the serv·ic& 
given by our me·n and women in this 

• 
' colony as well as in a.ny other, 
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must rest largely on the type· o·f in
stru.ction given in the schools. 

The prope·r eiducation of our boyb 
and girls demands th.e b·e·st eiquippe·d, 
most talented men and women. 'To 
be co·nte·nt with any·thing s·hort of this . ' is to b·e .conten~ with mediocrity. To . 
secure the b·est results, it is im.pera
tiye that we retain the b·est te·achers 
in the profession. T·ha;t, sir, can scar 
cely :be accomplished for the· salaries 
paid at prese·nt, much less 'b·Y reduc
!ng them. To reduce th.e salaries of 
?Ur teache.r·s is not only manifestly un 
,just to them, as I have shown but sir 

. ' ' ' 
·it will prove to be fq1Ise econom}. 
What would such a redu.cti·on mean? 
What will it accomplish.? It me·ans 
that you only co·mp·el a larger percen- . 
tage of the best men a:nd women, 

· whom w1e c~n ill affo~d to lose, to ab-
andon the profess.ion, but you · rendei 
·it imposs1ib·le for Boards to o·perate all 
~their schools and, consequently, place 
the rudiments of an education beyond 
the re·ach of 11undreds, possibly of 
tl1ousands, of our .children. 'Thl1s, ·by 
the .Pro1pose'd economy, you rob those 
children of wha.t is: justly theirs; yott 
permanently main the·m mentally for 
the balance of their natur·al lives, les
sen their chances ·of :becom.ing inde
pendent, Qfficient, citizens and au1g-1 

,nent the mu.ch swolle.n rrunks of illit -
eracy. Everybody knows, and must 
c·onfess with shame that our illitera.cy 
is ma.ny times greater than it should 
be. From the census of te·n years· agu 
it will be found upon exa'mi'nation 

. I 

tha.t 17 per cent. of our people wer·e 
listed a.s illiterates, but I verture the 
statement, sir, that if the· figures were 
complete and a.ccurate, the percentage 
of illiterate·s of this c.ou.ntry would beJ 
n.ea,rer 30 per cent:, notwithstan.di'ng 
the fa.ct that sicho·ols have b·e·en in op
eration here since 1726. However, tak 
• I 1ng the smaller figure, the fact th.at 
17 per ce.nt. of the people over ten 
years of age are illite·rate is ~not only 
a menace to the b·od.y politic, a slur 
upon our intelligence·, but an infall-

ible proof of our indiff·ere·nce" to the 
cause of Education. :There are· many 
reas,ons for ·this u.nq uestioned indiff er 
ence to the cause of E:ducation am
ongst us. I 1sub1mit, sir, th,at one rea
son has been the scrun.t tre·atment 

' brie1f c.onsideration given the q ues.tion 
annually by this 1C'ha.mbe·r. It h,as 
nearly always been th.e case. The re
quest for a, small grant fior th:e1 build
ing or repairing of a road or bridge 
;is freq ue·ntly the oc.ca.sion of protract
ed discuss.ion, and sometimes a crimon · 
ious debate, b·ut e·ducational matte·rs , 
in the past, ha.ve re·ceived the mini-, 

mum o·f consideration. E1ven when 
the subject h.as b·een accor·ded any 
serious co1ns1ider·ation, whene·ver any 
h,onest atte·mpt has been ma.de. to im
prove conditions, almost invariably op 
ponents are to :be found. 1That indiff
ere·nce, it a.ppears to me, has sipre,ad 
broadcast over the country and. as· a 
consequenc.e we have people: to-day, 
witl1 s1chools at their doors, who· ne.g
le.ct to take anything like full advan
tage ·of the·m. During the past yeat ~ 
Mr. ·Chairma.n, the eff o.rt wa.s mad·e by 
the Department, for the first time in 
the history of th.e 1Col~ny, to gather 
statistics rel~tive to the qu.est.ion 01 

retardatio·n in the s:cho·ols, an.d the re
sults obtained ,amply testify to the 
correctn.e·s1s of my sta.teme.nt. I find 
from the tables containing a.n analy
sis of ~et.urns that out of the· 5679 pu
pils, the total enrolled in the C'it} 
schools, 728 were in Primer ai1d Kin
dergar·den ·with 39 per ·cent. of them 
over age; 917 in Gra.de· 1 with 26 per 
cent over age; &21 in Gra.de 2 with 39 
per cent over age; 685 in Grad.e 3 witl1 
51 per c1ent over age; 603 in Grade 

• I 

j w1th 52 per cent over rug·e,; 496 in 
Grade 5 with. 52 per ·Cent over age, 
~28 in the Pr.imary ·Grade· with, 55 per 
cent ove·r age·; 497 in the PreliminaJry 
Gra.de ·with 48 . per cent over a.ge, and 
eve·n e·xtending the normal age of In 
termediate, Junior an.d Senior Associ-

ates from sixte·en to eigh.te.en respec
tively, we find that 53 p·er ce,nt o·f In-
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termediate, 33 pe·r ce,nt of Junior As
so.ciaite,s, 33 per cent Of s ,e·nior· Asso
ciates we,re over age,. Surely the:r·h 
can be no, sufficient reason why so 
many children be,twere·n the Primer 
and Preliminary Gra.de· should be1 over 
age, except it be the app·ar·e·nt indiffer 
ence of p~rents wh.o· are content to 
take the risk of permitting their child 
ren to grow up with the minimum 
chance o·f succe,ss in life. 

MR. Ma.cD10NNELL:-What is the 
age standard for Kinder1g·arten and 
Prin1er? 

HON. DR. BARNE;S:~C.hildren ar& 
usually aJdmitted to the Kind.er'gartel\ 
and Prime·r at five and six respectively 
I have co·nsidered pupils for these 
grades who have reached their se·venth 
:rear to b·e over age with which, I a.ni 
sure, the honour·able member will 1 

agree. Even :b.y putting the a.ge limit 
at six and seven for these grades, we 
find, as I have shown, that out of a.n 
enrolment of 728 o·nly 211 wer.e· i11 

their normal pla.ces, ~nd what applies 
to St. Joh.n's in the matter of reta.rda
t.ion, applies equally to the outport'b 
hea.rd fr1om. I do not propose, si~ 

' to \veary t11e House: by reading furthe·r 
from those ta.ble·s 3JS the·y w·ill be print 
ed in due course. I m.erely wish to 
en1phasize the fact that a.ny attem.pt 
made at this moment to· ·curtail the 
efficiency of the schools will be 
frau,ght witl1 the most serious conse
a u.ences. Any reduction of the te1ach
e·rs' saJarieS' ca:n only result in loss 
of tea,ch·ers, clos·ing of S1cho·ols, and, 
therefore, increased illitera.cy. 'T'he 
whole civiliz~d w·orld to-day is con
fronted with condition.s. not unlike. o·u.r 
own. Unemployme·nt and distress, 
which ailways follow great wars, are 
unhappily· ge.ne,ral. B.olshevism to-da.y 
is rampant practically throughout the 
'vorld. Those who have been allowed 
to pass from the s.chools with ina.d
eq t1a:te training are now swelling its 
ranks. Reason seems to be, dethr'on.ed , 
and Passi,on a.ppear·s to direct th(t 
course of actio·n. The .greatest mind~ 

and leaders in thought .are turning to 
Edl1caJtio·n as the most effe,ctive way to 
offset and curb· a.n activity which ap
pears to threa.te·n. the s.afety of the 
world as well a·s the noblest id.eals of 
the race. I sub·mit sir, tha.t we can
not afford to be less vi1gila.nt in this 
respect than other B1ritis.h Colonfes. . 
We must see to it that our sc.hools· go 
on, that they are ke,pt in operation 
with· an increased ratherr than . a de
crea.sed degree of efficiency so that as 
far as possible our pupils may receive 
in some measure that instruction th3ft 
will fit th.em for the· proper exercise 
of the responsi.bilities of citizenship. 

Mr. c ·hairman, it will be n,oticed in 
Seeton A of the estimates. th.at there 
is one alteratio·n and one addition. I 
am asking for $4,000.00 for Normal. 
School c·ontingencies. T·hat amount 
'viii be req uire·d for th.e operation ot 
the· school and will be: u·s1ed to meet 
incidentials such as rent, sala:ries, fur 
niiture, etc. I ha.d thought at first of 
asking fior an extra vote of $2,0010.00 
fo·r the pt1rpose· of as.semb1lin.g' the un
graded teache·rsi of the country at s ,um 
mer School this season. · We have 340 
or more ungrade·d teachers in the 
country, the majority o·f them fe,males, 
yo11ng people who through no fault of 
their own have not be·en accorde·d an 
o·pportunity of getting any profession
al training. Hence my intention at 
first wa.s to asse1mble th.ose young peo 
ple and give the,m an intens1ive course 
of training for a period of six weeks, 
but I find that the S,upe·rintendents 
alre unable out O·f the1ir mea.gre grants 
to make any financial contribution to
wards the expens'es which would be 
'incurred by the stude1nts who would 
a,ttend the Summer School, conseq1ient 
Iy, I am dro·pping that vote, thus, mak
in·g th.e total vote u.nde·r S·ection A 
$23,740.00 

On Page 31, there is an apparent in
crea:se under the head of Sparsely 
Populated Localitie·s. Last yea.r it 
wa.s thoug·ht that we could make· a) re
duction of 10 per ·cent o·n that ·Grant 

I 
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and this 10 pe,r cent re·ductio·n ·was a,c
cordingly made in the Estimates, b1ut, 
later, wh.e,n it wais found that su.ch re .. 
duction would have to borne by 
the teache·rs, as the Sparsely P·o·pul
ated Localitie·s Grant is used for the 
payme,nt of ;teachers' · sal~rie·s, th.e to .. 
tal vote was restored a.s will b·e found 
on refere,nce to Page - of the Estim-

-·yo1u ·c.an. I kno1w fro1m my own perr-
sonal exp1e1rie.n1ce in connection with 
education:al· work in this·· country ho·w 
thorou,ghly you ca.n ha.ndle it. Wh' 
h·ave we got a Minisrte·r o,f Educa.tio1n 
at all when yo·u ~ot a De·puty Mi.niste·r 
who can do1 

__ the. wo·rk,---1a ma~ who has 
I . , 

put in h.a.rder wor·k to train h.imse·lf 
in Educ.a;ti1)nal W·ork th.a.n anybody 

ate·s of last ye1a.r. · elS'e that I kn·ow ·01f in th.is. 1c1ountry? 
It will be ob,serve1d th.at there, h~ Wh1at is th:e us.e o·f ha.ving ,a dep·art

b·een a reduction in the matter of In- 1ment that can do nothing ·else except 
• I 

spe·ction to the amount of ~17 ,000.0·0 co·mpile statistics sho,wing th:e number 
by dropping the salar'ie·s it wa.s pr·o- of illi1te,r:ate peo1ple ·01f the country, 
pose1d to pay the S.upervisor·s. Is that a,11 your· department is doing, 

.M1r. ·Cha.irm.an, there a.re no oth.e,r Mr. l\iiinister? Instead of that is it 
change·s in the Estiin.ates for E'dnca- not better to· establish compulsory ed
tion. I, therefore, mo·ve the vote, of uciation at quarter the 1 cost of your 
$799~495.03. · present system. Then there is $19,000 

:MR. MacDONNELL:-1 wo·uld · lik~ do\v11 for the inspection of schools. It 
to s.a.y a word or tW·01 with re.gard to is absolutely useless to have Insp.ec .. 
the vote for Educati·Orn. I am aware tors wl1en they can give· no ·other re
it is no us·e fo·r· the· Oppositi,on to make tul''ns than to compile statistics and 
~uggestions. · Sug,ge·sitio1ns wer1e made write reports ,that nob~dy reads. I 
by us la.st ye1ar but w·ere n1ot a.cte·d up- know it because I happened to w·rite 
on. In fa.ct the·Y ne1ver foun·d their some o·f· them. Wipe out your Inspec
l\vay ·into the Han.s,a.rd. 'Tia.ke th.e· vote tors for the tim.es that are. bad and 
that we,nt ·~ through. this afternoo·n for follow out your plan o,f bring·ing in 
the Ag .. r'iculture and Min.es . Depart.. your ungraded an.d third. grade teach
ment. I g·ot figureis with.in t·he past ers and take. char·ge of them yourself 
few wee·ks· from ,the Prime M.iniste1 . and train them. Do aw:ay with your 
in r·eply to a questi,01n that I a.sk.ed, departme·nt entirely and leave Mr. 
S·howing that we were im.porting over Butt do the work and. whor w:ill be an, 
two millio1n dollars w·orth. of ·a.gricul- swerable to the _Colo·nial Secre,ta.ry';; 
tural s,tuffs' an.nually when we shbuld Dep,artmen.t. He· keeps the, accounts 
be exporting them. Still we vote· ev- . and he keeps them weli, m,=- experi
ery ye1ar fo·r the encioura.geme·nt of ag~- ence of . ~im. But it is like everything 
Ticulture. Consequently, i~'s n.o use . else in this country. You got a staff 
for us to ma1ke sugge1stions and it's in Grand Falls large e,nough to run 
•n.o use for a.nybody on th.e other side the railway of Newfoundland and you 
·of the House to b·e getting up and in- got a staff at the Reid Headql1arters 
viting obstru.c:tive criticis·m. 1 kno'"' her·e big enoug·h to run fhe C.P.R. The 
now th.at the Hon.. D1r. ·B.arnes is noit 

sa,me arg·ument applies to the· large 
prepared to take any sugge1s1tion th,at 

army connected wi~h the depart1nent 
I h.ave to offer· No.w he s:aid h.e· coula of Education here to-day. There is no 
no·t see where this vote fo,r' Education ·body going to suggest that the s1.alar
co11ld b·e re1duced. Ta.ke your Norm·al 

ies should be reduced; but the ser ·~ S·chool a.nd dispe·ns.e with the ser-· · 
vices of the Inspectors coul1 be easvices of the prin.cip·a.l 10 1f th.a.t S'choo\ 

· and take on the jo.b you·rself. The,re ily dispensed w:ith. 
is 110t o·ne person · in the ,country who I do not say that any further reduc
can do that wor.k qu,arter as well as tion is necessary out of the vote for 

I 
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$27,000, except that you take charge 
of the Normal School yourself, and, 
·if necessary, p,ay yourself an addition ... 
al $4,000 a year or $8,000 altogether 
out of that $27 ,000·. Wlmt is tl1e: good 
of having men go to schools on in .... , 
spection work as you and I did but to 
find out w·hat the children did not 
know and t.o frighten the lives out of 
tl1e kids. 'l"he only reason children 
ever welcomed the visit of Inspectors 
was for the sake of the holiday tli.at 
usually accompanied the visits. I in
spected a school ot 52 children, 11 of 
whom were in the first book and the 
rest were in the primmer. Imagine 
men going around inspecting schools 
of that sort, and with. little gii·Is teL'l.Ch 
ing them who ne,ver had a .cha11ce to 
get a grade. 

• 

- Regarding the question of age sta11-
dard~ and ' c.omparisons. Evidently we 
are going to have mathematical meas~ 

I 

urements of the brain w'i1th la foo t 
rrule. · As to this fa.ncied notion. about 
'.Bolshevism, I inight say that the most 
.inviting . form of Gove,rnment that ev-
er came into the world was Bolshe
vism and the only m,istake that is in 
it is contained in the Lord's Praver: • 

"Give llS this day our daily bread," 
the originator of which was crucified. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Mr. Chair 
man, I am sor,ry that the Prime Min ... 
ister is out of the House, because, 
1fke the Hon. member for Placentia 
a.nd St. Mary's, I wish to extend to him 
my sincere sympathy in regard to the 
department of Marine and Fisheries. 
That Department is looked upon to, 
day as the p,rincipal .department ,of the · 
Civil Service in Newfoundland. This 
afternoon we were treated to an exhi ~ 
bition from the government side of 
the House, contrary· altogether to the 
programme handed out by these gent
le1nen two years and a half ago. This 
afternoon the_ Minister of Justice, on 
bel1alf of the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, quietly rose in his place, 
and in a loud voi-ce said: ''V/ e are 

"now on page 42, an.d I beg to move, 
"on behalf of the Marine a.nd Fisher ... 
"ies for a vote of $320,000" or some
thing to that effect. It appears to me 
as well as to many other members in 
this House·, as well as to the intelli
gent outsider, that the Government 

. are in a very awk.ward position, inas-
" i11uch as the· principal Department of 

the Civil Service is not represented in 
tl1is House at all, has no representa
tive in. the country, and we can get no 
explanation from anybody wh~' this is 
so. To-night there is nobody repre
senting the M'arine a.nd Fisheries, nor 
has there bee.n anybody representing 
it for the past. eighteen months. Ap
parently it is not the intention of the 
G-overnment to appoint anybody to 
the head of thiat Department. With
in the past two years that same De .. 
part111ent has spe11t practically a quar 
ter of the Reven.ue of the Island. A 
great programme was outlined for 
that department by the government, 
but after one short year it failed, it 
fell flat to the ground. Since then . 
reverses have come llpon that depart-
ment, and no·W to-day we are· ask.ed 
for· a vote of $300,000 for Marine and 
Fisheries, but in 1920 that t'!epartment, 
I believe, spent something like $1, ... 
300,000. I have the fisheries of this 
Island so 1nu.ch at heart that I cannot 
get up in ·this House to epeak withot1t 
talking about then1. The many prob
lems the, Prime Minister has tackled 
here would puzzle any number of in-. 
dividuals similarly placed. He has 
been Pri1ne Minister of this Colony, 
Finance Minister, Colonial Secretary 
and War Minister. In fact ' he has been 
everything that w·as possible. No'v 
he is called upon to come in here this 

. ' 

afternoon and take upon himself the 
position of putting the votes for l\iia" 
r 1ne and Fisheries through this Hot1se 
When it was, moved to a vote this af
ternoon, by the Mi11ister of Justice, I 
objected, and he promptly sent 'out fo1· 
the Prime Minister to come to his re-
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lief. The Prime Minister came in and 
the Minister of Justice went out. The 
Prime Minister, like a little man, got 
up and tac'kled this' job, and put up a 
fine case. I want to know the reason 
"Vvhy tl1e Minister of Marine and Fish
eries is not in the House. Wh),. is 
there not somebody in charge _of his 
department, the p·rincipal department 
of the Public Service. The Fisl1eries 
represent eighty per cent. of tlie in
dustries of Newfoundland. I poi11t .. 
ed this out before and the. papers to
morrow will p.ro ba.bly say that I an1 
repeating myself day after day, bttt 
Jrou can't repeat a good thing too oft
·en. Now, the Prime Minister said 
with regiard to the department of lVl:a
rine . and Fisheries, that "it has ever 
·been a. sec.ond rate rather than a first 
rate depart1nent." No lon'ger shoulcl 
this continue·. Newfoundland is large ... 
ly dependent upon her fisheries, as 
the stap·le industry of the Colony, etc." 
Every word of that is correct as hand
~d out .in his Manifesto, but look at 
'the sorrowful position he is in to-. 
night.' . The~ man who wias going to 
revolutionize the Dep·artmen.t of Mar .. 
ine and Fisheries, who practically 
took charge of the· Government two 
years ago, and to-night that import-
ant department of the public se·r,rice 
is abandoned to the officials. There 
is nobodYI in- charge of it, the Prime 
Minister cannot be expected to un
derstand the workings of that depart
ment. He is all right for Finance M·in 
ister or Colonial Secretary, and that 
sort of thi~g, but not for this. Why 
is the Minister of Marine and Fishcr
iies out of the C.olony? What is the 
reason for his absence? Can any gent 

• 

leman on the. othe.r side of the I-louse 
get up and tell the rea.son? Will any 
gentleman do so? This Dep.art111ent 
that I am referring to now, spent in 
this Colony practically a million and 
a half dollars in 1920, experimenting 
I call it~ , Everything tha,t the Minis-

. ,. 

ter undertook within that period 

, . . 

seems. to have failed. The Fish Reg
ulations were put in motion, but they 

' . 
were prostituted. As Mr . . Bennett 
said yesterday, fish going out of this 
colo11y should be regulated~ In the 
past ce.rtiain merchants here dabbled 
in the fish bu.siness, sent thousands of 
quintals of fish out of this Colony on 
consignment. Mr. Bennett yesterday 
in his remarks said he did not ap
prove of tJlat. That is the mercha.nt's 
own busir1ess. If a man has so much 
n1oney that he can a.fford to send 30,-
000 qtls. or 40~000 qtls. out of the col
ony on consignment to the other side 
of the water ,at the, one· time, he will 
~·ery soon be · brought to his senses. 
Fish Regulations were in force here 
eighteen months ago, tand they were 
going to pltt up the price of fish. 
. When the w :alr ended and things ·were 
coming back to normal, how could he 
keep up the price of fl.sh to fifteen or 
sixteen or eighteen dollars, when all 
the necessaries of life ha.d to come 
clown in price. There is no reason 
w11y a m.an over in Italy should pay 
eighteen or twenty d·ollars for fish 
'\vhile a man in Newfoundland. pays a, 
low price for flour. You c1an't keep 
the price up. Fish is one of the neces·· 
sa.ries of life and it has got to come 
bac1r to normal, just the sa1ne as flour 
and the other .necessaries of life. I 
have explained that l1ere dozens o~ 

times within the past eighteen months 
Now, something has happened, I don't 
lr 110"\\" what, but let us get back to the 
l\'Iari11e and Fisheries. That depla.rt-· 
n1ent oper1s to-morrow at ten o'cloGk. 
Nobody seems to be in charge down 
there. The great Rules and Regula
tio11s for the fishert_ are abandoned . 
Everything seems to be abandonec1 
down tl1ere, there is nobody in charg·e. 
You can go down a.nd talk to the mes
senger or the book-keeper or talk to 
a,nybody else ther9, bltt you can't find 
anybody in authority. Mr. Goodridge 
is supposed to .be the Deputy. Nothing 
ca11 be finalized by talking to him, he 

• 

.. 

I 

• 
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is onl"· a servant. Still we were ask ... .. 
ed by the Minister . o~ Justice this af
ternoon ,. to p1ass this vote and 'keep 
quiet. Now, I don't want to criticize 
the Minister of Justice too severely, 
but isn't it a very false, positi,on to 
have the government in to-night, to 
have the Minister of Marine and Fish
eries away, the man who u.p to a 
short while ago controlled the 1nove
ments of the government on the oth
er side of the House. All the glowing 
things· he promised the Fishermen's 
·union and the Conventions~. have been 
abandoned. I wou.ld like to get an 
expre.ssion of opini1o·n from S1omebody 
on the, other side of the House. It is 
only natural to ask an expression of 
opinion from M.r. Jennings, or Capt. 
Jones, or any of. the· other gentlemen
who sup,p1o·rted the Gove.rnment. The 
nearest · thing I can get now to the 
l\Ilnister of Marine . and Fishe·ries is 
his photograph ( holding up the A.d
vocate, containing Mr. Coaker's pho
tograph). Do you recognize it gent
lemen on the other side,? Did you ev
er see that face before Capt. Jones? 
. · CAPT. JONES-It is a pretty good 
'face. 

SIR MICHAE'L ·CASHIN'-Well, on 
the back of that I secured another 
photograph. This is where he is tak
en surrounded, I think, by twelve men 
Well, in th.e olden days only one could 
be found to be a Judas, but there, I 
believe, they are all Judases 'if reports 
a.re true. Now here iis what he said· to 
you gentlernen. on one memora,ble oc
casion. He said: "We consider the 
"conduct of the 'rory party and th.e 
"Tory papers should meet with the 
"severest condemnation of the people 
''for the contemptible attack pursued 
"in connection with the fish exp,orting 
"regulations. The :fishermen bene:fit
''ted by them and they now realize. to 
"what an extent," etc., etc. 1\Teren't 
you ho11ora.ble gentlen1en present on 
December the 8th at the General Con-
vention? These are Mr. Coaker's 

words to the Fishermen's 1Convention 
held at Port Union. Here we are to-
11ight asked to pass a vote of $330,000 
for fishery p·urposes in Newfoundliand 

I 

'vithout a word. Well that is the vote 
you are, goin.g to pass, and you will 
pass it because numbers cot1nt. Is it 
a joke? Is it a dream? Were your 
a.ct.ions on December tl1e 8th a dream 
or a joke? Your President calls you 
together, you meet h.im, and people 
come from· all parts of the Island. 
Tr1e:re is a greiat big flare-up in the 
papers, large hea.dlines, such as dele-· 
gates from all over Island · n1eet at 
Port Union." They met and l1ecid.ed 
on a fishery policy for the future of 
this C·Ountry. I sup1pose some people 
thought they were in ear'Iiest. Now, 
could tb.ey, have been in earnest? 
Their representatives are in this 
House, and the gentleman who outlin
ecl that policy for them has abandon
ed them, and is not coming back un .... 
til this House closes. Still we ar·e 
asked by the, Minister of Justice to 
pass the Fishery vote. I am the old
est member, I believe, in this House, 
and I :have seen a, lot of things done 
in the past, but I thought the Mlnis
ter of Justice capped th~· climax this 
afternoon when he asked us to pass 

'-this vote, and there are twelve repre.;. 
sentatives on the other side of the 
House, of 1a great fish organization, 
sitting with their mouths closed and 
not a word on this great policy. I 
do11't wish to delay tl1e House to-night 
but I must read a few extra.cts froni 
Coaker's address at tl1e Convention. 
It says: ''We call upon every fisher
man to be true to the lTnion and Pre-. 

I 

sident during these trying times.'• 
This is what was said in replying to 
vote of thanks pas.sed to Mr. Coaker 

) 

iafter delivering his speech at the F. 
P.U. Councii meeting. 

(Reads anotl1er extract.) 
Now, while I am on reduction of 

taxation on fishery su.pplies, I must 
· ask what have you done in that dir-
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ection? ·what are you going to do? 
'fbe Prime Minister, as Acting :rviinls .. 
ter of Finance, intimated in his Bud-. 
get that he didn't think it Judicious to 

• 
take off the duty on ke~osene oil, gas·-
olene, and other necessaries for the 
fishermen. There _ iare twelve gentle
men on the other side O·f the House 
who b.ave not opened their inouths, 
although we have practically passed 
the Budget. They hold down their 
heads, and the reas,011 fo·r that is that 
they are paid a certain price and must 
vote as the,y are told. What ha.ppen"' 
ed here last year when we were on 
this kerosene oil business. Do v0t1 

re1nember, Mr. Jennings? Two year~ 
ago the lVIinister of Marine and, Fish
eries came in here and advocated free 
oil f<Jr the fishermen throughout the· 
Island, in certai11 packages. It was 
brought into this country free. The 
package was a wooden package, and 
it served ia double purpose. _t\.fter the 
gasolene or kerosene w~s used out ot 
it, the package was used b~r the fish-

, ermen for putting his oil tn, tl1e pro
duce of tb-e summer. That meant a lot 
to t11e fisherman. He had natltrally 
to purchase a number of caslrs of 
gasolene and kerosene to run his boat 
during the summer. and by purchas
ing kerosene oil in wooden ci:isks he 
was serving both purposes. But we 
were treated/ last year to a change in 
this ta.riff, and the Minister of Mar ... 
ine and Fisheries came in and said, 
"no we won't have any more .,vooden 
packages coming to this country.'' I 
certainly opened 1ny eyes as well as 
my eiars, I thought it was a mistake. 
I thought he was talking about the 
steel barrels, but 110, it wae the wood
en barrels, and when the thing was 
inquired into what was it found to 
n1ean? It meant the sarne old story, 

. person.al gain for 11is own firm. Many 
thousand casks were piled up by a 

· certain firm, wooden casks, a.nd could · 
n.ot be sold except at a loss, and as 
soon as that was found out, nothing 

. 
else could happen but that the Min -
ister came in ancl say~ "Oh, we'll put 

• 
the duty on the imported· casks for a 
ce1 .. tain period and we will get clear 
of all our casks." He hiad four or five 
thousand caHks that 'vere falli'ng 
asunder from the 'var1nth of the sun. 
Now 'vhat is the position in Newfound 
land? I ask . you hon. gentle1nen, who 
understand the fish business, what is 
the position so far as your oil from 
the cod fishery is concerned? What 
have you got to de>? You ha,re either 
to pay the duty on a biarrel or import 
it specially, because you can't afford 
to put cod oil at eighty doll.ars a tun 
into steel barrels at ten dollars each, 
the price they are to-da.y, that means 
$60.. Before pl1lting on that dut}· on. 
the \\10oden barrel and .allowing it to 
c.ome in duty free, the argun1ent ""as 
tha.t it soaked up a certain amount of 
oil a.n.d you lost thereby. You could 
afford to do that. The usual prlce for 
the kerosene oil barrels t1p to the 
change of this Act last year wa.s some 
tl1ing about from fifty cents to one 
dollar each. To-day you can't get 
one. If you go down to the ordinary 

' 

cooper and ask hin1 to nlalre 11alf a 
dozen barrels, of 48 gallons ea.ch, he 
charges you about five or six dollars , 
each, and then it is an inferior bar·· · 
rel ·compared with the i111ported kero- · ,, 
se,ne ·oil barrel, because whe·n the· o-11 
Is lised out of the i~ported one it is 
ready for the cod oil, as the staves are 
saturated with the kerosene, there is 
no trouble, the most you have to do is 
tighten. up some hoops. The Imperial 
Oil Comp·any bought tip all the bar-
rels tl1ey could lay hands on once the 
duty was pt1t on, and if you go over 
to tl1e Imperial C)il Company now to 
bu~.,. barrels you have to pay a pretty 
stiff price. Mr. Chairman, YOlt knov: 
there is no better barrel for the cod 
ojl than a kerosene oil barrel, and 
they are good for three or four years. , 
I know what I am talking about. Do 
you mean to tell m.e you can get a 

• 

. ' 
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barrel made out of green w·ood as 
good? Fill them with water and put 
them out in the· sun and what hap
pens? What hap1pened the 1 barrels 
you miade in the North? Where is 
that industry to-day? The Ke.rosene ' 
oil barrel is an oak barrel,. the barrel 
you made 'vas a fir barrel with the 
wooden hoop which, if put out in the 
sun, wo.uld fall asunder, but there is 

I 

no barrel better than the kerosene oil 
barrel. If you make a barrel out of 
the wood you im.port, that barrel has 
to be sat11rated with oil before it is 

• 
fit to put oil in. What in. ihe name 
of common sense did tlie Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries come in here 
and ask the Finance Minister or the 
Prfme Ministe,r , to change the tariff 
for? Why for p1ersonal gain and no~ 
thing else. He changed the tariff ov -

I . 

er-night to suit himself because he 
had four or five thousand casks in the 
country, not because it was a bene~t 
·to the country. He could not argue it 
''las a benefit, he simply sho·ok his 
head and said "it m.ust be" and it 
"\Vent. To-day you are b~rring the 
wooden barrels out of this country, 
and every fisherman in the countr:y· 
will curse you, because there, is going 

/ 

to be a fiamine in these barrels. If 
you keep on importing the ·steel bar ... 
rel, eventually the wooden barrel will . 
be gone, and you wi'll have to either 

• 

take the local! barrel or put your cod 
oil in steel barrels, and it is too ex
pensive to do that. 

We have had many debates her€# in 
tl1is house since last year, principally· 
011 the fisheries. Many hiard thing~ 

. . 
have been said from this side of the 
House, but I don't th.ink without good 
cause. To-ni.ght the place looks lone~ · 

ly, and the great flourish of trump
ets we heard two years ago about the 
fisheries is gone.. There 1s not a 
sound from the government benches 
now, as to what they are going to do 
"!or the fishe1ry in the, future. The on
ly man I can a p1p·eal to ror an ex ... 

\ 

planation is the Prtme l\Iinister. l 
would not app1eal to, ·any o,f the, other 
gentlemen on the other side any more 
they all seem to have deserted the 
jobs, they were sent l1ere to fill, \Vith 
the exception of the Minister of Ship
pi11g. I re·comme,nde'd him ye·sterday 
for the post of Minister of lVIarine 
and Fisheries, as I thinlr a saving or 
fifty or sixty thousand dollars cou.lcl 
be made in that department. Take 
lVIr. Cave out of the Shipping' Depart
ment and put him in the Marine and 
Fisheries departn1ent and Mr. Cave, 
I think, will do the very best he can 
to satisf)r the p11blic. He has done 
that already in the Shipping Depart
ment. He is one of the very fe\V' men 
on the other side who has given sat- . 
isfacti'on to the public so far as ·I 
know. I think you would" n1ake a 
move in the right direction if you 
could arrang·e with Mr. ·c ·ave to take 
the Shipping Dep1artment down and 
amalgamate it 1 with the Fisheri'es De
piartment, and I think yo-u w1ll get 
better results, .at least you will have 
somebody you can trust. At the pres
ent tin1e we have the Marine and 
Fisheries department ·deserted by the 
present Minister for practically 12 
months. I was accused by Mr. Jenn
ings of saying harsh things about the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, and 
Mr. Jennings said I would not make 

' those statements if he w·ere here, but 
I think l\ifr. Jennings has since been 
satisfied that I was not afraid to say 
them, and I think. to-night that in the 
back of his head Mr. Jennings largely 
agrees with what· I say. Do you think 
if a man hiad a business worth a mil
lion dollars, it would be the right 
thing to desert that business and 
leave· it to strangers. What wo11ld 
·happen? 

• 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.-

! mi.ght answer that by asking anoth

er question. What hap·pened the Fi

nance Depa,rtment while you were 
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attending your business in Cape 
Broyle? 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-We1ll, I 
could 1attend to both bl1siness, And 
I will put another question to the Hon 

·gentleman now·. Can he point out to 
me or sh.ow m.e a.ny example of w·hen 
or how I neglected the business of 
that de,partment? I will go further 
a11d ask another question.. Didn't you 

: get detectives to co1ne here from New 
York to inquir.e1 into that dgpartme,nt 
a11d other departments? What was 
their candid report? Didn't you see 
it? I would like you to sl1ow me 
where I was lax for any one dia.y, let 
alone for a week or a month. If I 
was absent for a week,. I left none of 
my work. ltndone. I may tell the hon. 
gentleman that w·hen I was in. that 
department I was jealous of its rep
utation and e:very day of 1ny term 
there I sia w that the · worlr of that de
partment 'vas completed. It was not 
prostituted like it is to-day, · perhaps 

·
1throu.gh no fault of the Minister now " 

• in charge, beca·use he was ill and not 
able to·- attend to his business; but 
while I \Vas in charge of that depart-
. ment I had full 11ealth and strength, 
a.i1d I showed 11p every day at the 
office. I wasn't a figurehea.d like the 
~iinister of Public Works is in his de·· 
partment, with . the man next door 
running the Public Worlts Depart-
111ent, and using the money of that de ... 
'pa.rtment, spending $800,000 fo?1 roads 
and bridges, and the 1V£inister in 
·charge know nothing a.b,out it. Have 
'you any other questions to ask now? 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Do you really believe what J70U iare 
saying? 

SIR MICHAEL CASJIIN-'-Certainly 
I do, it isn't- hard for me to believe it. 
Vvould you like me to read a state
ment given me by the Hon. Prime Min 
ister. If the Hon. Minister is sus
picious that it is not correct I can 
read· it for you. 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORK.S.-

I won't deny it, but that's no proof 
that I an1 g, figt1rel1ead in my depart
n1ent. 

SIR MIC.HAEI~ CASHI~-Cortainly 
what else1 are you, and a11 ugly look ·~ 
ing figurehead at that. When the 
_t\.grict1ltt1re and Mines Department is 

given $80·0,000 to d.o the w·ork, th.at 
'should be done by you, ~Tou can only 
.consider yourself a figurehead. The 
.I-louse w·as held up this afternoon be-
cause of some dispute between your
self and M·r. Vinicombe, you had to ex 
plain how you were ignored in son1e 
petty thing. Still you are the man 
who was telling me thiat I did not at
tend to my deparment. I challenge 

' 

y,ou now to make a statement show-
ing when I neglected that departn1ent 
during my term 10 ·f 0 1ffi.ce, and you 
can have the present Minister of Fi-
na.nee assist you. 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC 'VORKS.-
I don't sti.ppose there is a record 
l\:ept anywlie·re. 

SIR MICHAEJ~ (~ASHIN--But there 
are plenty of records of the scandals 
you have' been connected with, tabled 
-i11 this Hot1se by the Prime Minister, 
1

~fter which you should not open your 
mouth. Don't you think it was a 
sca11dal to take ha.If a million dol
la.rs and. throw it awa.y and give no 
returns . for it? As you know, Mr. 
Chairrnan, a request was made · last 
~1Par by tl1e public for assistance to 
put the fisherm.en of this Island -fish
ing. Isn't that correct? And the go,r
ernment "\\rent to work and gave out 

' -
on that account practically half a 
million dollars. I referred to this 
matter before and no doubt you will 
say that I am repeating myself. 'rhe 
governm.ent gave out $460,000, 1..-tnd 
to-night we have a statement ta.bled 
here from Inspector O'Reilly, who 
had charge of that money, that he 
ga.ve out $430,000, and to-night, when 
the people are cla.morin1g for a repeti-, 

tion of this, •YOU have not yet tl1e re-
turns and you, as a Government, 

' 

• 
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stand for .it. Do you mean to tell me 
tba.t, if you supplied for the fishe.ry 
last year, you w.ould n.ot have your 
returns by the end of October, or at 
Christmas the same year? Certainly 
you would. But here you are with 
practically half a million dollars out 
and we are told by Inspector O,Reilly 
that only $20,000 has been returned. · 
Is it correct to allow the $410,000 to 
go unquestioned? Don't you think 

. you are responsible for this? Don't 
,)'·ou consider yourself responsible? 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORK.S
·well, I am not sure the governmen~ 
is p·repared to make that admission. 
, SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-You are 
not prepared to admit " that the gov
ernment is responsible? 

. 

HON. MIN. OF PUBI".IC WORKS-
I am saying that I am not prepared to 
admit that the government is not ta.k 
ing th.e ,position of demantling the 
amount. 

SIR MICHAE:L CASHIN-Don't you 
think it is time to have your money 
i11 now! 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Well, there is certainly . considerable 
delay. 

SIR . MICHAEL CASHIN-I ask· yolt 
now, as a conscientious man, (you 
pose as such), do you think it 1 will 
ever be recovered? 

·HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS .. -· 
No, I don\t suppose it will. 

SIR l\IICHAEL C ... t\SHIN-"rhat's an 
'admission. You admit · to-night that 
that $400,000 will never · be collected. 
You admit that· a very small percent
age of it may be collected, but only 
$20,000 has · been collected out , of 

I 

$430,000 up to the present. H'ow can 
Y.ou expect to get it .in when thoue-
a11ds of fisherm.en to-night are ask
ing to be supplied the co1nin .. g Sltm1ner, 
and it is now nearly the. first of May, 
Did you read the Advocate of a couple 
of nights ago? "rell, I shall read the 
llesolution printed therein for you. 
Did you read it Mr. Jennings? In ten 

days time we are supp·osed to go to 
the fishery in Newfoundland. 
(Reads Resolutions as p·rintetl in "Ad-

vocate.") , 
May I . ask the hon. gentleman on 

the other side of the House does he 
know where this \Vas written? That 
was written in St. John's, sent over 
to Port lTnion, and sent back here to 
tl1e Go,rer11ment organ? Had you an3>
s·uspicion of that? 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORI<S.
No. 

SIR MIClIAEL CASHIN-Simple 
minded n1an. Well now, I am not go- · 
i11g to live long enough to teach J-.. ou, 
but that was w·ritten · here in St. 
John's, sent over to Port. lJnion, put 
in the l1ands of these gentlemen over 
there, and sent back here. Here is 
the F.P.lJ. screeching again, the peo-

. pie 'vho last year took $77 ,000 for 
their Con1pany an.d gave a return of 
$1500 to the· Exchequer,. and on the 
back of that we have. the fish scandal 

• • 
a.nd th.e salt scandal and a hltndred 
and one other scandals. Everything 
i11 the shape of government money 
hia.s been handled by th.ese individuals, 
even to the kerosene casks I have 
been talkin.g about to-night. I don't 
a.ccuse the Prime Minister of writing 

/ . 
those Resolutions, he has his own 
opinion about them. It w·ill be the 
same old story, this Colony will be 
asked · again to guarantee supplies for 
the fishery the coining year; and I 
make the prediction that if you sup
ply this year yo11 won't get one per
cent back. Nobody has nerve enough 
on the other side of the House to in
stitute ian. inquiry, or to send a char
tered accountant down to the office 
that got forty or fifty th.ousand dol
lars and investigate matters there 
a.nd come ba.ck and publish the story. 
You can't do that, because you would 
have to send him to the office of one 
of your supporters and take charge 
of bis books, and the day that you did 
tl1at you would make an enemy. That 
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is a sample of Responstbte govern·· 
ment in Newfoundland to-day. None 
of the governme11t are strong enough 
to do their duty. The very minute 
they do their duty they are finishe·d. 
Here we ar·e to-night with those Reso .. 
Iutions from headquarters at Port 
Union, asking for supplies for the 
fishery of Newfoundland this· year. 
·T'hat is· no · dre,am. Eve1rybody knowb 
tl1at Water Street is not in a positio11 
to supply for the fishery. Well, are 
you going to· sup.ply? You ml1st, be
cause if you don't you 1\Vtll have to 
give out relief like you did last year 
tha1l 'viii bring no value into ti1e col
ony, but only bring you deeper into 
the mire. One hundred thousand qtls 
of fiRh would be better than all the 
relief you gave out on roads last year 
Are you going to close the House be ... 
fore you decide :as to whetl1er or i1ot 
you are going to give out these sup
plies? The fisl1erman will be in town 
in a few days looking for his supplies 
and if he can't get th.em what is he 
going to do? I see by the papers to
day that some men have gone out of 
the country. These are of the very 
best blood we have·, they would not 
take p·auper relief, they have gone to 
Gloucester, Boston, Lunenburg and 
other places to go tishing this sum ... 
mer, and. will be back iabout Christ
mas. B11t what about those that 
11aven't gone? The Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries shirked 11is job and ran 
away·, the man who practically de·
stroyed the country. If. the Prime 
Minister was as strong eighteen 
Jmonth.s ago as he is to..:night he would 
not hlave allow·ed the country to be 
destroyed, he would not have allowed 
those Fish Regulations to go on. 

Hundreds and hundreds of peop1le 
have been · ruined in the meantime. 
Take that Penny case, of the West 
Coast, last ye.ar. I h!a.p,pen to ha.v:e a 
letter here from Mr. Penney to-nf.ght. 
These Fish Regulations are ancient 
history how, but we are a forgetful 

\ 

people and in another year or two we 
will have to look up the back fyles to 
find out w;hat hap·p.en.ed. Th.e Min
ister of 1\'Iarine and Fisheries used 
that department for his own personal 
gain; when I say personal ga.in I 
mean for the companies he represent
ed. Here is what George Penney of 
Ramea says: 

(Quotes from Pe,nny's letter.) 
You say we forced the Fish Regu-, 

liations on the governm"nt ! Do you 
. believe that Mr. Jennings, or does 
.any _gentleman 011 the other side te
'lieve it? No, anybody with a particle 
of common sense would not believe 
that. This afternoon we wanted to 
wipe out a certain vote. for education? 
Didn.'t it pass? Certainly it passed. 
Every vote that the .gover11ment wish 
to pass will pass. . Why did you try 
to tell the country that we to.olr off 
the Regulations. When you fot1nd out 

' 
your mistake you wanted to blame the 
Opposition. Mr. J>enny, a practical 
man, says that the department of Ma
rine and Fisheries was used by the 
gentleman in charge for his own per
sonal gain. Now I am going to prove 
that. 

(Reads from letter) 
This is the same George Penny 

'vho two years ago sold ia cargo of 
fish, Cash against Documents, on the 
other side. The Fish Regulations 
were on, and he sent here for a li
cense· to exp1ort fish, which was re
fused him. The information received · 
from Mr. Penny in reference to that 
~~~g·o1 of fish w·a1s take·n advantage of 
by Mr. Coaker .and his associates, and 
they sold a cargo of fish to the same 

' . 
people on the other side, and held ' 
back Penny!s cargo and sent their 

~ 

own cargo forward. Two a.nd a half 
inonths l~ter Penny got his cargo 
cleared from here; it wa.~ extremely 
hot on th-3 other side "'hen Penny's 
cargo w;;t.s landed, ·a.nd up to-day Pen-
ny hasn't received a cent for that fish, 
because of the li.,fsh Regulations. I 

• 

, 
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ask no"" what move has been made to 
ha.ve Mr. Penny·s claim justified? 
Wasn't it the government destroyed 
Penny's cargo of fish. That is one of 
the reasons why the Minister ot Mar" 
ine and Fisheries is ashamed to come 
here. He is looking. for something to 
justify himself, b~t cian't find it. He 

' departed for parts unknown and to-
night there is no Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries in Newfoundland. And 
the only\ thing I am sorry for to-hight 
ia that the Prime Minister hasn't the 
cot1rage to put someb,ody d.own there 
in charge ,in that department. Why 
should the present Minister 9f Mar
ine and Fisheries be allowed to play 
fox and geese with the earnings of 
Newfoundland? 

I could go -.on until diaylight 
morrow morning talking in 
strain, digging up scandals. 
of the hon. gentlemen on the 

to-
• 
this 

Some 
other 

side are asleep,, so1ne are jingling the 
·cash i~ their pockets, and others are 
\wondering why they cetn•t go ho1ne 
and go to work: w ·ell, the reasoh 
t~ey can't is tl1at they are shipped 
men, from time to time they are or .. 
dered, and, "in co11sideration of 'their 
services being in all respects duly 
and well perform.ed, and the custon1 
of the House of Assembly, he shall 
have his wages.'' 

The Minister of Education th.is af
ternoon spoke on Nor1nal Schools 
(pardon me for going back) and the 
great good they were goin,g to do in 
the future. Didn't the several col
leges train normal teachers in the 
past? Didn't S1t. Bonaventure's Col
lege yearly teach twenty or thirty? I 
went to St. B,onaventure's College for 
so1ne time and there were a few there . . . 

training then a,nd they were paid for 
by the gove,rnment of the Colon3r, and 
they w·ent out and ·did just as good 
work as the gentlem,en you are train
ing now. I am telling you that there 
'vere at least twenty Norm.al teachers 

·, at St. Bonav.enture's College training 

ievery yea.r for the past forty year~. , 
• 

hnd the same nu1n.be·r at Bishop Field 
\ 

College. T·o-day you are building a. 
school that w'ill cost this colony $150,-

~ 

000 by the time it is equipped. We 
cannot afford it. ..._The Ho11. Minister 
of Education this afternoon made con1 
pari~ons ·with some Canadian cities. 
One city he saicl had a population of 
450,000. Their per capita amount 
for education was1 17 against 3, but I 
re1ninded you then that the valuation 
of their exports w·as five hundr·ed mil .. 
lions against Ollr sixtee,n. The hon .. 
gentleman was comparing us with 
cities having millions of dollars more 
in exports compared with us. 

To get ba.ck to the Resolution now 
before the House·. How many gentle
n1en in this House are. treating ihis 
matter seriously. If you have fift)T 
thousand fisherme,n looking for sup
plies, they are not the men who have 
that twenty million dollars in the Sav 
ings Bank. A very small percentage 
of them have money in Bank. No
body knows that better th1an the 
Prime Minister. The mer~hants of 
Water Street cannot supply, because 

• 

they have no m.oney, and there is 
nobody go.fng to come into the coun"' 
try between now and the last or May 
to su.pp,ly the fisl1erme·n. Have you 

I er1ot1gh n1oney on hand. to supply fo1· 
the fishery. Are you going to do it 
by Order-of-'Council? I und.erstand the 
Ministe1r of Marine and Fisheries is 
on his way home·, I doubt if he --Nill 
come until the House is closed, and 
perhaps he may raise ia row when he 
does come if it is not closed, that's 
about the most he c.an do. He failed 
in everything he took hold of. He 
brought n. man named M'.organ down 
here last year to take charge of the 
ra.ilr,oad, but he has cleared out also, 
with his eight or ten thousand dol
lars, on top of the $10,000 that Sir 
George Bury got last year for a fort-

' night's sta.y here. These things will 
have to stop and nobody knows it bet-

• 

• 
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· ter than you, Mr. Chairman. You 
• • can1e into this h1ouse. a prom1s1ng 

·young chap, but you soon took to cov
er like the rest a.nd under the circum
stances, I don't blan1e you. We all 
Jooked upon you when you first came 
into this House as 1one· of . the most 
promising y1o·u.ng politicans· in New-
foundland. But something happer1ed 
,you, not through any lack of educa~ 
tion because you were fairly well off 
in that regard, but - something struck 
you. I am not saying this ottt of any 
disrespect to you. You were told b~r 
the Prime Minister that there was a 
Surplus of two and a half millions, 
and you found out next day it W1as a 
lie, and you haven't opened your 

,~outh since, although you can make 
one of the finest sp,eeches ever, hea.rd 
in this House. We are as·ked here 
pow to~night to p·ass a vote for Marine 
(and Fisheries, but before we pass it 
twhy not tell us how you p,re going to 
I 

help the fishermen. )"our own paper 
prints Resolutions of two columns 
thanking you for the help given last 
year 1and .asking for similar help this 
year. · I never dreamt that I "To·uld 
see the day that the fishermen of this 
Island "rould have to be supplied 
from the Public Chest. Very few on 
the other side of the House can give 
you any advice as to what you are 
to do, and "you are not prepared to 
take any advice from this. I really 
believe you are trying to do your 
best, but how are you going to get 
back any of this money? Last year 
the position on Wa.ter Street was five 
hund_red per cent better than it is 
to-day, but many firms to-day ·can't 
pay a hundred cents to the d.ollar, 
they can't piay fifty cents. You still 
~old the re,ins of p.ower, and I ~sk 
you gentlemen now to get busy and 
do something. Your idea seems to be 
~o come up, sit down, take whatever 
the Opp.osition says, and not reply to 
them, but we will pass the vote. That 
(agreement was made in the, Speaker'S' 

room. Isn't that a lovely position for 
poor old Newfoundland to be in to
day. I ask you not to pass this vote · 
to-nigl1t: T·here ar·e other gentlemen 
on this side of the House who would 
like to say a word about it. I thinl\: 
we have been very liber·a:I on this side 
in allowing the 0th.er votes to P.ass. 
Vle passed a.n Education vote this a.f
ternoon with.in a hour or so. ·I think 
you ought to give us until Tuesday· or 
Wednesday to thinlr this. matter over, 
and in the meantime we mia.y be able 
to expect something from you tn ref
erence to the Resolutions before the 
Chair. I hope I am not asking too 
much; as I have already said this 
vote interests every Member in this 
House. We are looking for a pro ... 

• 

nouncement from the Government, 
and after you give tts that, if i.t is 
what we think it should be, all right 
in every respect, we will do our .best, 
and if it is to the contrary, wh.y, we 
will do our best also. 

l\'.lr. Speialrer resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the · Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
certain resolutions, and asked leave 

/ 

to sit again on to-morrow. 
On motion the Re1port W3'S r ·e,ceived 

and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee ha.ve leiave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, an,d on n1otion 
·of Hon. the Minister of Justice, tl1e 
:1'>ill entitled "An Act to repeal the 
·Aerial Mail Service Act, 1919," was 
read 'a second time, and it was order
ed that the said Bill be ref erred to a 
Committee of the Whole. House on ' . to-morrow. 

Hon. the Minister of Jus~ice gave 
notice that he would on to-r11orrow 
ask leave to introduce ia Bill to 
Amend Chapter 108 of the Consolidat
ed Statutes, entitled ''Of the Protec .. 
ti on of Anim.als." 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

( 
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It was moved and seconded that 
:When the House rise·s, it adjou.rn un.-, 

• 
til Tuesday afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

Frida.y, April 21st., 1922. 
The House met at thre!e of the clock 

in the afte·r·noo·n pursuant to afdjourn
ment. 

Mr. M·oore gave notice of que·stion. 
Mr. Sinnott 1gave notice of qu:e·stion. 
Sir M. P. Ca.shin gave notice. of que·s 

tio·n. 
H·ON. MINISTER OF JUSTI1CE:--

Tabled reply to question 11 April 19. 
1. SIR .M. P. 1CAS.HIN:-Asked Ho·n. 

the Prime Minister how mu.ch the mo 
to·r trucks used at the coal working 
at South Branch, co·st the Colony; 
what 'has b_eco·me of them am.d if they 
Jia ve been sold wh.at h.as be·en receiv
~d for them; also who acted a.s· the 
agent in the sellin.g of them, and what 
commissi·on he wa.s paid for this; work 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS.T1ER:
T~bled the reply. 

2. SIR M. P. 1CAS.HIW:--Aske·d Hon. 
the Prime Ministe!r if it is th.e inten-
1tion of the Go,vernment to resume 
work on the Ba.dger and Deer Lake 
Roa.ds this s:umm·e·r, and if so, is the 

, 

'.,work to b·e c.arried ·o·n by contr~.ct or 
/in the same fashio·n as last ye·ar. 
! HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTER:
The question of the continua,tion of 
this work has n.ot yet been ·consid·er
ed by the Government. 

3. SIR M. P. 1CASI-IIN:~Asked H·o1n. 
the .Minister of· Pos.ts and Telegr·a.ph.s , 
if it is correct that his D·ep1artment 
pays eve·ry year $28,000 in salaries to 
telegra.ph repairers and $75;0·00 more 
for ma;intenan.ce, repairs' a.nd impr·ove·
ments and is he aware that .the Re·id 
Company spend·s only $4,0·00 a year 
for its telegraph lines, sa.laries includ 
e·d.; a.nd if that is 1

SO; ca;n he not ma.ke 
some economics in th.at servi·ce. 

HON. MINIS:TER ·OF PO·S·T1S AND 
TELE~GRAPHS:~Tabled the reply. 

I 

4. SIR M. P .. CASHIN:-Asked Hon. 
the Prime· 1Minister, in ,the a.bs.e:nce of 
Hon. the Minister of Marine a.nd Fish
e,ries to la.y on th.e ,table of the House 
a srtateme·nt showing the number . of 
vessels cle,ared for the Labrador fish
ery this year, last year, and the pre
vious year if these details are kept in 
his Dep.artment; an.d if . not, to pro
cure them fr·o·m wh.atever D·epartme·nt 
lreeps such re~ords. ain.d submit them 
here. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-. 
Tabled the reply. 

5. S,IR M. P. CASHIN:-Aske·d Hon. 
The Minister of Finance and ·Customs 
if, during his re·cent ,·isit to New York 
he called upon the auditors, Messrs. 
Price Waterh·ou·se & !C·o., who had 
charge of the inquiry into the ac
cou·nts 'of some departments of the 

/ f -

p11blic service, and if they h.ave any 
other re,port to make, and if tt is his 
intention to bring them back to do 
any furth·er investigati·o·n., and to la.y · 
on the ta.ble of the H'ouse1 a stateme·nt 
()f all amounts p~id · to this firm to 
(late, an.d to say if any m·ore· a.mounts 

• I 

are to be paid. 
HON. MINISTER OF FINAN·CE & 

CUSTOMS:-Mr. Ch.airµian, I might 
sa.y in the· first placP. I ha~ not the 
plea.sure ·b·f .calling on Mess:rs. Price 
. ' 

~ater·house & ·Coi., as I · had no, b·us:i 
;ness with the·m. It is not the present 
intention of the1 Government to have 
representatives of that firm down here 
to do any in.vestigati,)n wo,rk. 

.6. SIR iM. P. CASHIN:-Asked the 
Ministe·r of Public Works if his atten
tion h·a~s bee·n called to the fact that 
the price of butterine ha.s been reduc
ed by a cent and a. half a pound, and . 
if it is the inte·ntion of the ·Govern-
ment. to supply bu,tte·r to the patie·nts 
in the Hospital fr·o·m · this date; if he 

• 

is a'Yare that the Prime Minister on 
visiting the Hospita,l recen1tly was 'in

: forn1ed by a patie·nt that butterine 
wa,s bein,g used and a strong com

" plaint mad.e against it, and if th·e 
·Prime Minister took a s,am.ple of the 
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S84id butterine away with him and if 
he made!· a.ny report 10·n it, and if some 
e.conomy could not be pra.c.tise1d some'
where that w·ould give such. people de
cent food.; and is it true that pa.ying 
p.atients are now furnished with but
ter and othe·rs are required tor eat buit 
terine, ~nd if so what is the reasron. 

MINISTER .OF WORKS:-I am glad 
to say that I have se.e.n in the Press 

' th.at bUJtterine has been reduced 11-4 
~ents .a pound and am glad to see it 
ha.s been. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Is it the in7 
. tention of the Gover·nment to give the 
pa.tients butter in future. 

MINIS'TlDR OF WORKS::-1 hruve re 
ceived no official complaints as to the 
butter s.u.pply. 
. s .IR M. P. CASHIN:-Did the Hon. 
Prime .Ministe·r han.d )70U a sample of 

' ' 

r the stuff used at the Hospital. 

\ 

MINIS'TER OF WORKS:-For the 
· bene.fi1t of the mem.be,rs of · both side·s 
of the House I have prep.ar·ed a list 
of the requisitions from the differe·nt 
departments a.nd I '\Vill now re~d it. 

MR. HIGGINS :-If you would _only 
take ·one of the siphons and have 
somethin.g else goord with it, it would . . 
do you a w·orld of ,good. 

MINISTER OF WORKS:-Now I 
·think that a.ny r·e·asonable ma.n he1ar
ing me reading this list c·aJn see a.s to 
the quality of the fo·od' supplied to the 
i'nsititutions. 

MR. HI1GGINS:-I would like to . 
know a.s to the quality of the rum. . . 

7. SIR M. P. ·CAS.HIN: - Ask.ed Hon. 
the Prime Minister, in the absence. of 
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture, and 

• 

Mines, if th.e Depa.rtme·nt o.f Agricul-
ture a.nd Mi'nes re:ce·ntly sent o·ut a: 
sum of $400 ,to a man in an outport 
to ·cut pit props ·or supply others to 
th.at amount without se·nding a.ny .con- . 

\ 

tract whatever wiith it,. and if so what 
is the explan.ation for this transaction 
and to ask the name of the party. 

H·ON. THE PRIME MINIS!TER:
I know no,thing o,f it, but · will obtain 
the in.formation. . 

8. SIR M~ P. CASHIN:-Asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister, in the absence· orf 
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture a.n.d 
Mines, if the man now suffe;ring a 
term of imprisonment in the Penite·n1\. 
iary for a seri,ous offense,, was give·n a · 
contract to cut pulp wood to the· a.m
ount of $1,000 and if. the papers in 
conne,ction wiith . the s31me wer:e for .. 
warded to him at the Penite,ntiary and 
fro1m· ther·e sent by him to his home, 
and if so what is the re1a.so:Q. for this 
action, and ·to ask the name of the 
party . 

HrON. P·RIME MINIS1T·ER:-I know 
riothing of it. I 

S·IR M. P. CASHIN:-As'ked Hori . 
the Prim.e 1Ministe·r if his aitte'ntioJt 
had been ca1le·d to· the issue o·f the 
"Advocate" newspaper o·f la.st Wed~ 

nesday, (April 12th .. ) in whiich tb:err~ 

is a strong criticism of the, actio·n of 
Mr. C. R. Dude·r, pr·esiding at tl1e 
meeting of the B,o~d o·f Tr.a,der an.•i 
be.ing. at the s.a.m.e time Mana.ger ot 
the Standard Ma.nufacturin.g Company 
which gets large conceS'S'.iO·ns in the 
foFm of free entry 0 1f raw materia;}~, 
and to ask him if it is n:ot the1 case 
that Ho·n. M. G. Winte:r is the Presi
dent and ·Ch.ief shareholderr in thib 
Company; if this is the same Hon. 
M. G. 1Winter who has1 · be;e.n r:e:presen' 
ing the Governmernt in the Upper 
House this se·ssion, ' and is Mr. Winter 
subject to 1the same critic.ism .a.s Mr. 
D1uder,. an.d if not, wh.y not . 

HON. PRIME MINIS1T·ER:-As to 
whether Hon. M. G. Winte,r is a sl1ar& . 
holder in this compa.ny I think it , is 
gen:e·rally understood that he is. ·Mr. 
Duder is subject to th.e sa.m·e critic-
• 
ISID. 

!MR. MOORE:-Asked H1o'n. tht. 
Prime M'inister in th.e absence of 
Ho·n. the Minister of Finan·ce and ,Cus 
to·ms to ta,ble a st94te1me·nt ·of the am
ount of $2,5010.00 pa.id to R. A. Sq11ires 
as tra,.velling exp.ense.s 1921-22 8tS co·t1 
tained in the ·Contingencie,s Account 
1921-22. 
' . 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-T·he sum 
/ 
\ 
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of $2,50·0 referred to w.as in conne·c
tion with my trip which included a 
visit to Boston, M·ontreal, Ne·w York, 
Wash.in,gton, Toro·nto and b3Ack to Bos 
t·on and Halifax an.d here. T·he trip 
wa.s made with all due regard to e.c
onomy. . 

MR . . MOORE:~T'he wonder is that 
you did it o·n so littl·e·. 

MR. M·0 10RE:-Asked Hon. the 
Prime iMip.iste·r to l~y on the table 
of the H1ouse a detailed state·ment of 
the sum ·of $4,.90:0 re·c.e-ived by His Hor1 
or the Spe·aker for h.is1 visit to Nor
w.ay two years ago; to s.tate the date 
o·n whi.ch Hon. Mr. Penney left here 
and the date ·Of his reiturn; to· lay o·n 
the table of the Hous1e· a copy of his 
Report, if any, and to sa.y what value 
the country has got frO·Jl?. his visit 
a,nd whe1re, if 3;t all, a.ny sugge·stions 
made by him, h!a.ve been applied in 
the conduct of the Fishe1ries1 Depart
ment. 

HON. PRIME MINIS:TER:_.:The re·
p,orts were tabled I.a.st year and we 
will get th.e informatio1n for you i11 

' dertail. 
Pursuant to notice am,:d leave, grant

ed, and O·n motion of Ho·n. the Minist
er o·f Justice, the Bill entitle·d ''At .. 
Act t·o Amend ·Ch.apter· 108 of th.e 1Con
solidate1d Statutes, e·ntitled 'Of the 
Protection of Animals,' '' was i intr'o
d11ced and re·ad a first time, and it 
was ordered thajt_ th.e said Bill be re.ad 
a second time on to-morrow. 

The 1Chair·man fr.om th'e ·Co·mmittee 
of the Whole' on Supply re1po·rted ce·r
ta.in Resolutions w·h.ich were read a 

' 

:first time as follo·ws: 
D'epartme·nt 0 1f Agriculture & Mines 

$ l 15, 012·0. 0:0. 
,The sa.id Res1olutio·ns bei'ng read a 

se1c·ond time it wa,s moved a.nd. second-
\ 

ed that the House ·con·cur with the 
Committe·e thereinJ and the s·aid Re
solutions were agree·d to. 

Pursuant to orde·r and on. mo:tion .of 
Hon. th.e Prime Ministe.r, th.e House re 
'"11olved itself into a C1ommittee of the 
Wh·ole on Supply. · 

Mr. S·P·e:~ker left .the 1Ch.a.ir. 
Mr. Hib·bs took the 1Chair of Com

mittee. 
HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION-Mr. 

Chairman, I desire to ma.ke a few ob
servations in reply to the criticism 
n1ade by hon:our:;tble mem.bere oppo · 
site 'vho have spoken on the Edtica
tiona,l Estimates. I regret, Sir, that 
the honorable member for St. George's 
·-the 011e man in the ranks of the Op -
position who can claim any practical 
acquaintance with the Edu.cationial 
problems of this country-ls u.navoltl
ab~y abse11t this after11oon. I desire 
to say that I think that honorable 

' ' 
g·entle·man w·as sincere in his criticism. 
and I admire the frank and in tel IJ · 
gent way in which he dealt with the 
m~tter· und·er co,n.sideraition. At the 
putset, that honorable member, be· 
cause of his experience in the field ~lP 

' .Inspector-experience wh·ich bring~ 

home to the· most ·ardent supporte~ 

and admirer of our present gystem. 
1the l1rgent necessity of better train
ing facilities for our teachers-admits 
the crying necessity for the Normal 
Sch.ool and strongly app·roves of its 
erection. It will be remembered , Sir. 

l 

that when the proposition for the ee-
t a,,blisl1ment ·of a Normal School 'vas 
first mooted in this House two yea.r '· 
iago, certain honourable members op~ 

posite rid·ict1led the idea,. It was re ·· 
f erred to as a fancy notion, a fad, and 
even stigmatized as a waste of p·ubli~ 

money. In a word, Sir, h.onourable 
gentlemen stoutly opposed the erec-· 
tion of a.n institution that shoulil 
ha,ve been func1i..9ning in Ollr · countr~

for at lea.st forty years, 1and practi
cally advanced tl1e opinion th.at the 
Ed.l1catio11al system of our countr:v-

. can be best advanced by a corp·s of 
untrained teachers. It has been con
tended by som.e of th.e honorable men1 
be rs that our teachers have been pro·
fessionially trained, while, as a mat
ter of fact~ we have been affording 
them practically 110 professional tra1n 
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.in.g at all We .have been acting on. 
:the, theory that has been exploded for 
palf a century, viz., that if a. person 

' . 

has an education, tbiat in itself is tak= .. 
en as an in.fall1ible proof of his ability" 
to teach. An error, Sir, as I have 
said that had been seen and 1·ectified 
for more than il.ft) ... ye:a.rs the world 
over excepting in tl1is land where the 
education of the masses has been sad
ly ne·glected and · in consequence to
day, 1ve are reapi11g the fruit of that 

· neglect. In th:is country, we refuse to 
profit by the world's exp.erience in Ed 

' 
l1cation.. In the Educational world 

' 
the \Vell ~ecognized principle that any 

' 
person 'vishing to en.gage in the noble, 
vet diff'ict1lt, work of teaching must 

· ·first produc.e a certificate of High 
School Education before admission to 
Normal School, while if tl1e stu<len:t 
desires ·to eng~!lge in Seconda.ry School 
\vork, a diplorna sl10,v:ing that the 
Bachelor's Degre·e in Arts has been ob 
tai.necl, is necessa1~y as qualifica.tion 
ft)r admission to tl1e Advanced. Course 
of the Normal Scl1ool. Wh.y, I ask, 
~should· not every Superior or so call-

' ed High School, in this country hav·e 
a Graduate in Arts, or· at least a Se .. 
11ior A.ssoc1iate with a strong N<.)rma.l 
Course, as its pri11ciple teacher? Why 
should i1ot the children of the out-

/ 

ports be given this opportunity? Are 
they not entitled to it? The answ·el" 
'is that w·e have never ma.de it possibie 
or w·orth while. We have not provid
ed the Normal School to give the re~ 
quisite ·trajning; ·we have been con
tent with :a ridiculously low sta"ndard. · 

., 

Th'is standard of qualification inust be 
raised, and I submit, Sir, that our a.im 
sl1ould be to place graduates in charge 
of our Superior Schools. Our ~ teach. 
ers. must be equipped for better ser
vice. They cannot· be equip·pe!d unless 
we p·rovide the 1neans to do it-the 
Normal School. From the observa .. 
·tions o.f certa.in l1onourable mem.ber~~ 

, 

opposite it would appe1ar that the Nor 
mal School idea is a new one. It is 

n.ot. The idea is at least over tw·o 
hundred and thirty years old. Tl1e 
first Normal School ofl W·hich there 18 
any record is that o:f) one established 
at Rheims in France . in. the year 1685.· 
Since that date, various countries have 
been estiablishin.g such institution~ in 
increasing number1i3 in order to eqltip 
their teachers for better service, an(l 
are to-day demanding evidence on 
the part of their teache1rs of both et-· 

• 

ficiency\ and culture. France first re-
alized this necessity, and from 1830 .. 
to 1833, she established no less than. 
thirty such institµtions; Germa:ny fol~ 
lowed in 1837; America in 1839, Eng- · 
land in 1840, and Canad1a about 1850. 
In the neighbouring provinces alone 
to-day we find British Columbia ha~ 

' two such institutions; Alberta, two, 
Saskatchewan 2; Manitoba, 2; Ontario 
9; New Brunswick and Nova Scotia l 

.e~ch. Institutions, Sir, which in the 
Canadian Pr.ovinces are considered ot 

I 

p~tr.amount i1nporta.nce, v'itaI to th~ 
' . 

welfare of their people, are in this 
country stigmatized by h.onourable 
·n1embers opposite as app·endages, 
fads, fan.cy notio11s. And this Govern 
n1ent is accused of wanton extrava
gance be~ause, forsooth, it dnres to 
provide an institutio·n that will result 
in the increased efficiency of our 
schools. Sir, where people a~e alive 
to the necessity of beitter educational 
facilities, the opponents of a Normal 
School w·ould be held up to publ'ic r1-,,, 
dicule and scorn. In no country in 
the civilized world to-day 'vb.ere Edu
cation is ' considered essential . to pub
lic welfare except Newfoundland . 
\vould Normal School facilities be op
posed. They h1ave been foun.d essen
tial in other lands and they are esse~ 
ti al here. Before. we ·can reasor1a bly 
expect to get returns commensurate 
even w'ith our sma.11 expenditure in 
this field, it is absolutely essential to 
provide_ our teachers · with suitable 
Normal School training. I care not, 
Sir, who . may oppose the idea, I a,n1 



• 
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positive thiat no in.oney investecl in 
Education here will . yierld such re. 
turns as that invested in a Normal 
School, and future genera,tions will 
point with pride to its e·stablishn1ent. 
Witho11t Education this country can-

' not advance for a country is no bet 
ter tha.n :its scl1ools. Next to Freedom 
a.i1d Justice, stands E.ducation, witl1 -
out which neither Freedo111 nor J·us
tice ca11 be pern1anently m.ainbained. 
One of our greatest educational needs 
at this moment is th.e furnishi11g to 
our schools a sufficient number ot 

) 

thoroug·hly qualified teachers. This 
need is urgent, the opportunity pres- . 
e~:-t-and it is fo: this country to 
measure up· to those needs and op
portunities. As I see it, our first stell 
towards educational · progress is to 
train the teacher: and this is impos
sible without ~t Norn1lal School. 

. MR. HIGGINS-I supported the 
principle of a ' Normal School. 

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION-I am 
a ware, Sir, of the attitt1de· assumed 
by the honourable niember tow·ards 

1th.e project, but I . do not think any 
person listening to his remar·ks at 
the time w·ould conclude that he was 
an over enthusiastic sup,porter of the 
idea. The honourable member for St. 
George's, who 11as trlavelled the-
w-hole of th.is country to visit the 
schools of his denomination, has com.e · 
baclr impressed with the idea tl1at ev
ery other Inspector has reached-tha1 
is before there can be any real pro"' ' . 
gress in. tl1e way of Ed.ucation, there 
tnust be greater provision m.ade fol' 
tbel professional training of our teach 
ers. What have we been doing in this 
rnatter?? We have been sending . out 
boys and girls "\Vho have only · sue-.. 
ceeded in obtaining the Preliminary 
Grade diploma ¢ the . ·Council of High 
er Education, that is to say, the only
fitness that they l1ave for their work 
is their ability to p1ass exami11ations 
that are ordinarily taken by childrert 

of eleven or twelve years of age. A~ 

the hon. member for St. John's East 
1 ·rightly observed, our children are the 
best as'set ·-we possess, and I claim 
that one of the chief functions of the 
Governm.ent 1 is to resort to ev·ery e:1t-
• 

-~edient to develop tl1at a,sset a.nd . 
tm.ake it poss'ible for our boys and 
girls to become mentally, sociall', 
and morally efficient; to see that proll • • 

er direction is afforded to the native 
impulses and tenden.cies o.f the eh:il
dren, for out of these original te.n
dencies, by organization, co-o·rdina .. 
tion and enlightenment through gra(\ 
ual and frequently im.percept:ible pro ... 
cesses, character springs. And this . 

• 

Sir, is the ideal I have been striving 
for. Mr. Ch.airman, it has ·b·een stat .. 
ed i11 this Chamber that the Depart
ment ofi Education was established at 

• 

n1y request; that it "\Vas created fo1· 
n1e. Tha.t state111ent is incorrect. I 
have never asked for such a Depart ... 
me·nt. 
. MR HIGGINS-l'rhe Government had 
to fin.d you a departm.ent . 

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION-That 
statement is equally incorrect. 

MR. HIGGINS-You know tne Go,-
, ernment found it necessary to provide 
tl1e Department of Education. for you.. 

HON. MIN. OF EDUCAT'ION--That 
is not the case. I htave repeatedly 
stated from my place here that if the 
creation of a Department of Educa
tion had Il·Ot been the settled policy Of 
the Government, I should not have 
been offered the portfolio. 

MR. HIGGINS-Let me explain the 
·point I ma.de. Ho'v was it that it was 
·not announced privately or publicly· 
11ot even ·in the Manifesto of the Prime 
Minister, that a n,e·w Depao,rtme·nt of 
Education was to be created? 

HON. lVIIN. OF EDUCATIO.N-That 
lVIanifesto was in p·rint in 1919i and, I .. 
-think distributed be.fore I decided to · 

' 
1
beco.me a cand:idate. 

MR. HIGGINS-Di<i you tell your 
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constituents in Hr. Grace that · there 
was going to be a i1ew Departn1ent ot 
Education? 

HON. MIN. OF illDUCATION-Mr. 
Chairman, I told rny constitu.ents that 
if the opportunity offered to advance 
tl1e cau.se of Education, I would no!: 
fail . to ava·il O·f it, and I am prepared 
n.ow to return and tell m~' district 
"rhat happened. Now, Sir, with. re
gard to the question of Inspection. It 
has been r·epeatedly stated by cer
tain 11011ouriable members opposite 
that th.e Inspection of schools ha!3 
b.een a farce. We are all prepared to 

,. 

admit that the Inspect'.ion is not a~ 

regular nor as thorough as we could 
wish, butl there are many reasons ror 
this.;_reasons known to honorable 
members . opposite as well ias to me. 
V·le have to-day fifteen hundred teach
ers in this colony, scatt~red along ~ 

coastline of more than. five· thousand 
I • 

n1iles. 'ro cope w·ith this work, we 
have six men who are expected tc 
'visit those schools annually and yet 
attend to the multitudinous work al 
their office in this city. A physical 
impossibility, I submit as any fiair-

' innded person will readily grant. One 
of my first duti('3 on entering the De
partment 9f Education was to try to 
remedy this by selecting s11itable 
teachers and giving them special train 
ing to fit them for the work of super
vision. TJnfortunately, a.fter they had 
completed their course, their appoint 
ment ha.d to be cancelled and the work 
of supervision ,discontinued. But,, Mr. 
Chairmian, superv'iRion must come. It 
is absolutely essential, and I nlake 
this prophecy . now: that before thts 

' 

country can get anything like returns 
for the annual educational expendi
ture, it will be ecessary to place i11 
the fi.eld a number of expert Supervt· 
so rs, or as · the Opposition papers 
have been pleased to term, "An army 

of Inspectors." · ]~ven the Minister 01 · 

Pl1blic Works. found it ' necessary tt) 

\ 

have Overseers engaged in the wor1r 
on . the Badger Road. 

SIR M. P. CAS.HIN-I ant eorry fo:r 
your work if it is going to be done 
like the work on . the Badger Roaa. 

HON. MIN. OF EDUCkTION-Super 
vision of all work is necessary before . 
you ca.n expect good returns. It is 
i11pst unfortunate that it became ne
cessary to a ban.don · the idea of Sup.er
visior1 for our schools. It was discon
tinued however, not because it ·was 

' believed to be un11ecessiary or because 
I felt we were pursuing a ctoubtru1 
course, but simply because the nost11I
ty of the gentle1nen opposite and 
their party organs aroused the sus
picion of the hea(ls of the va .. rious de
nominations by declaring that the pr() 
p·osed supervision would ultimately 
help to destroy 0111 present system or 

· Education. There Wfi.S never anv 
such intention. I "~as ( endeavouring 

! 

to render the present systen1 n1ore ef-
fici.ent. It had no mandate to·: change 
it. The opp.osition of the honourable 
members opposite to the cause of ~Jd
ucation now goes on.e ste:p further. 

, I 

They would now abolish the office of 
the Superintendents and dismiss th.e 
·occupants without consideratio11. ...t\.re 
-honourable members serious? Do the)4 

conside:r it just? Do they consider it 
11uman to· dismiss from. offic~ because 
of our financial depress·ion, men who 
':have given for . sm.all remuneration 
:the best years of their life to the 
cause of Eduootion? Dr. Blackall-a 
111an of high intellectual attainments, 
of undoubted industry, an enthusia.st 
in the cause; Dr. Curtis-a "man near 
Iy seventy years of age, of wide ex
perience and well recognized devotioi-. 
to duty, a man w·ho has accomplished 
great things for his schools and cot1n 
try; and Dr. Burke-with twenty 
years' experience and a Degree· in Ed
ltcation, .ob.tained after considerable 

study and at no small 11.n~nctal out

lay; then there are . Mr. Tho1npson 

\ 

• 

/ 
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and Mr. Lodge, ... .\.ssistant Superi11ten
dents, who ha.,re spent thirty-five and 
thirty years, respectively, :in the c.ause 
of Eduootion-two more obliging and 

' 
efficient men you cannot find in th.e 
Civil Ser·v-ice-all these men, tbe Op-
11ositio11 now propose to dismiss an<l 
in this way, Sir, to mark their appre
ciation of these gentlemen's devotio11 

I 

to duty · and fidelity to edu.cation.al 
ideals. 

MR. HIGGINS-Give them a , p·en
s'ion for life at full salary. 

HON. MIN. OF EDUC.~TION-Iv!r. 

Chairman, I confess to my i11ability 
to follow the reasoning of the hon- . 
crable member, who one nlinutc 
argues for the dismissal of the Super
intendents and their Assistants on the 
ground of econo1ny, and th.e ext a.d- . 
vises that they be pensioned at full 
saJary. Now, Sir, with regard to the 
Department of Education. There ap
·r,ea.rs to be sqme political prejt1dice 
in the minds of so111e honourable mem. 
bers opp.osite, whrJ demand its uboli . 
tion without showing sufficient cause 
Suppose you destroy the Departmen 1 
to-day and revert to the status that 
obtained hefore the· appointme11t of a. 
Minister. You '\Vbuld save out of your 
total grant for E'duca.tion the munt-

' ft.cent sum of three and a half Gents 
per head of tb.e population. 

MR. HIGGINS-The firing of Rail
way Insp·ectors ICennedy a.nd Murphy 
would be the same p·rinciple as the 
removing of Educational Sup·erinten
dents iand Inspectors. 

HON. MR. HALFY ARD-Mr. Cha,ir ., 
n1an, these interruptions are both un
gentlemanly and unfair. Why no " 
permit the Minister to proceed with 
his speech. 

HON. MIN. 0]' EDUCATION- I de
ny, Sir, that the removal of : the Su-· 
peri11tendents and Assistant Superin
tendents of Education which has been 
so strongly urged by certain honour
a.ble members opposite would be but 
the application of. the principle tha~ 

I 

operated in the case of the removal 
of the Railway Inspectors referred to. 
They were removed for lack of work; 
there w·as nothing for them to do, 
hence no necessit)" for retaining them 
It is not so with the Superintendents 

-of Education. The wor'k conrrontlng 
. those gentlemen is such that they are 
physically unable to cope w.ith :it sue-

' cessfully and nobody realizes that 
' 

n1ore clearly than the Superintendents 
themselves. I fear, Mr. Chairm.an, 
that the la.st statement of the honou:r-

. 
able m.em.ber for St. John's East was 
prompted by political animus a11d 
possibly for the purpose· O·f bringing 
the , discussion of Education down to 
the level of . p,arty pqlitics. If such be 
the case, I respectfully assure the hon 
orable member that I decline to dis
·cuss this vital, all-im.portant question 
on a.ny s11ch unsatisfactory basis. 

MR. BENNET-·Mr. Chairma11, I 
v.rould like an exrJlianatio11 from the 
l\!lnister as to what is the nleaning 
of some of the votes on Page 30 of the 
J:;Jstimates regarding Stenograp·hers. 

HON. MIN. 01~., EDUCATION-Mr 
~ Chairma.n I shall be plea.sed to ren-, . , 
der the honourable membe·r any in.-
formation he may require in reference 
to my Departn1ent. It '\VOuld appear, 
at first si.ght, that the:re are four sten 
ographers at worl{ .in my office, but 
as a matter of fact, there ls only one ; 
the other three for whom votes a,r~ 

taken, are the stenographers in th9 
offices of the three Superintendents 
If you abolished the Department of 
Education, yolI would save the salary 
of one of those stenographers. Mr -
Chair1nan, T desire to miake one othe?' 
remark in reply to the junior member 
for St. John's East, who spoke at con 
siderable length While labouri11g Ull

(]er a misunderstanding. He t'teclare<'.' 
that this Govern1nent had increased 
the Education Grant by three quarters 
o.f a million dollars a year. 

~MR. HIGGINS-He meant the 
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amount for three yea.rs or one quar-
' ter of a million a year. 

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION--You 
V."'ill find on reference to the Esti
mates that the Grant for Education 
for the yea,r 1919-20 was $p44,637.67. 
In addition to this, in October~ 1919. 
the Casl1in Administration authorized 
the expenditure on. Executive respon
sibility, of $151,883.63, making a to- . 
tal grant · fo·r Education for the yeal" 
1H19-20, of $70·1,:521.30, while the to
tal grant we are asking for to-daJ· is 
$799,495.00, or a difference, in rouncl 
numbers of $97,000.00 ,over that vote(' 
by the late Administra,tion. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-'rhe $151,883, 
"\Vas authorized, llut not votecl. 

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION-I be~· . 
lieve the honourable leader of the 

~ 

Opposition was justified in author'iz·
ing the expenditure of that · amount. 
·v.l e have been iaccused of spending mo 
,ney 011 educational fa.ds and trim-, 
mings. In tl1e past. in this country, 

, 

've have been in the habit of making 
- ~ 

such penurious provisions for Educa-
tion that when a substantial grant ls 
asked for, some people are threaten
ed with apoplexy or heart failure. Per 
mit me. Sir, to cite a few statistics by 

' . . 
way of comparison. British Colum-
bia. is spending $14.00 per hea,d of her 
populatio11 on _Education; Alberta $18 .. 

SIR M. P . . CASI-IIN-These people 
are wealthier by millions tl1an we a.re 

HON. MIN. OF ED.UC~TION-One 

reason why they are so is beca.us0 
they have not hesitated to develop 
t.heir best asset----their children. Sas
katchewan spend $14 per head; Nova 
Scotia, $6.50; "'"'hile ·New·foundla.nd 
standing at the foot of the education:-.. 
al ladder, spends $3.03 per head. TherP 
is urgent need for doublin.g our grant 
for E~duca,tion. I regret to say, how
e,rer, tha i tt cannot be done this )?ear, 
b11t if th·e financial condition · of the • 

country wiarranted it~ I V\7'011ld come to 
this I-louse and · ask for it. 

MR. HIGGINS :-Before .. the vote 

for Education goes through Mr. Chair 
· man, I would like to say th,at I sub
scribe ,to the ide1a o,f the m.e·mbe,r for 
St. ··George's in connection the.re,vith. 

· I a.gree with the Hon. Ministe1r of Ed
ucation as far a,s th,e vote goes a!nd 
s.ay that as it is the first duty of the 
pare·nt to provide food· for h.is, child., / 

s,o is it h.is se·c,01nd duty to pr·o·vide ed
ucation. So, also is1 it the· duty c).f the 
Government to first pro1vide a livi'n~ 

for the par·ent and then an education 
for the ch.ild. Accepting the ar'gument 
from that basis the proposition I put 
to the H,o·n. Mlinister is this., th.at 
granting the first proviso, I a.gre~ 

with him in - takin1g the v1ote·s from 
0th.er directions to P..rovide education. 
T'he wh:ole point is, ho,w much can we 

' 
affo·r·d for edu,cation.. The idea in 
which we are lo1oking at thi's' vote·; is 
how ca,n we me·et it without g'oing be .. 
yond our means. I c.e,rta.inly do n 1ot 
deny the fa:ct that ·if we can afforo 
it we S1hould have ~ departme1nt of 
Edu.cation and it w,ould be a wise 
step if the co·nditions war·ra.nte·d it, 
but I wot1ld lik·e to· sub1mit · to -the 
Ho'n. Prime Mlniste·r, the Hon. Minisit
er of Education and the other m.em
bers of the, Governme·nt that there 
would be no department of Education 

' . 
unles.s the: Hon. Ministe,r prove,d to· be 
a s11rcessful 'c.andidate. In other 
words the Hon. Pr'im.e Minister found 
himself in the p1osition that in the 

' . 

fac.e of the su.ccess of Hon. Dr. Barnes 
and of his importan,ce to him, h·e had 
to create a portfolio for h.im. In his 
Manifesto of a year or so 31go . the·re 
wa.s no sugge·stio·n as. ito a Depart
ment of · Education, there wa.s no r·e
ference to it not a lin1e:. 'T'he·re w·as 
not even a shadow of a sugge,sti,01n in · 
his party org,ans that . su,c·h a depa.r 't-.. 
ment would be created. The honorable 
members will rememb·er that after the 
first meeting o·f pa.rliament, the Hon. 
Dr . B*nes took his s1eat like, the: rest 
a.nd there was no intimation till a 
w·e·ek afterwards of such a de·partme·nt 
but then a Bill wa,s brought , d·own · 

• 
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creating it. Now I ask the considera
tion of the honorable members to this 
and the Ho1n. Minister will be thE. 
first t10 agree that until now nothing 
has happe·ned as to the teac.hing of the 
children that that dep~rtment has af
fected. Wh.a.t has happene·d is this
that the Hon. Prime Ministeir was foro 
ed to reverse his own policy. L:ast 
year you s:ent abroad a re:gular· fleeit 
of teache·rs but what happened to thelli 
-:-it was just like the commerci.al ag. 
e.nts abr·oad-the·y were recrulle·d foa 
the same reas,on---,the Governme·nt 
found they were beyond_ our me·anS' 
and called them back. We had a re
ply from the Hon. Prime Minister him 
self th,at .the me·n abrorud we,re to be 
trained and afterwards ,come back to 
teach, but they were recalle.d and 
their contract canc.elled, why ,-simply 
becruuse we c101uld not aff,ord · them. 

No one doubts their fitness, no one 
doubts the ·r being good material for 
the J>roject the H 1on. Prime, Minister 
embarked upon but the 0 1bj"ection is 
that w·e can.not afford them. ·T'he 
thing to do then is to cu1t out the de
partme1nt. The Hon. Dr. Barnes could 
be employe·d to better effect. 

HON. MINISTE:R ·OF EDU1CA:TION: 
-If the Minister and rthe De1pu ty were 
to go you would 0 1nly b·e saving $9,-
0100.00. 

11\1.lR. HIGGINS:-It would m·ean a 
S3(Ving o.f $16,000.00 altogeth.er a,nd 
that is worth while. It is no refle1c
tion on these gentleme·n to say that 
they are n.ot doing anything, th'ey sim 
ply do n:ot get the ·chan,c.e. As a mat
ter of ract, it is notorious that so far 
~s this vote is c1oncerned not thb 
sli1ghtest ch3\nge is in evid.ence1 in our 
education,al system; n.ot 1one school 

· throu.ghou1t the Islan.d has profited in 
, the slightest degree by the institution 

of the Dept. of E'du.cation. 
H·ON. MINISTE·R O·F EDU1CAT'ION: 

-You want to ask the teac.hers th:at. 
MR. HIGGINS:-It is from teachers 

that I am quoting a~d from teachers 
who are well qualified to expre,ss an 

opinion.' My qua.r·rel is not as regards 
the Hon. Minister's id.ea it is with the 
principle of the thing . . Large sums . O·f 
money are being spent in the admin 
istration of an u.nwieldy and unne,ces.
sa.ry de1partmen,t th:at could .be better 
directed in improving eiducational fa
cilities. The Minister's own edu,c.a-

• 

tional ideas have bee1n inte,rfeired with 
because the department hais not been 
fot1nded as it was inte·nde·d. ·The Mt1, 
ister re,alize·s that the sche·me is a 
stran1gled .child, it was almost still 
bor·n. Fro·m the moment its head be.gan 
to a;ppear it was, str·angled :and the d·e 

· partment to-day is simply in exist
ence for the purpose of rav'ing a port
folio c.reate·d arn.d the necessary trim
mings put to1 it. · That is why we h.a,ve 
Jl. De·partment of IDdu.cation. Therb 
wa.$ not a man in the1 1Governme·nt· ex• 
cept the members of the Executive 
hea.rd a sound about a Department of ,, 
Education be:ing created till they saw 
it in th.e papers. It is, true· that if 
such a departmt.::'f: W 'alS ne.c:essary the 

·;_choice of Dr. Bar·nes as its head was 
' 
a wise one but if Dr. B1arn.es ha.d not 
been ele1cte1d, 0 1r if h·e had not been a 
supp·orter of the ~overnment, who 
would h3Jve be·e·n your m.iniste.r? T'he·re 
is no 1other man in the party compet-. 
ent to take the pos.ition. I will d.o 
you the justice t,o say that Dr. Ba.rne~ 

the·re is no other ma.n ove.r there in 
your class and if you hadn't beeL. 
alive and in Newfo1un.dl~n·d. at this par 
ticular time·, there would be no De 
partment of Edu.ca.tio1n. Dr. Barnes'h 
modesty ma.y lead him to sugg·e,st that 
the time· would come whe·n som.e other 
man would be availajble but the·re nev 
er would have b·e·en an E1duca.tion De
partment had there not been a gentle 
man named Dr. Barnes ~live and in 
this C1oun.try in the yea.r 1919. 

The policy of the· ·Gover:q.ment as rb 
ga.rds Education is laid down in the 
manifesto of th·e P'rime Ministe.r as 
follows: 

I 

· Reads Manifesto. 
Does Dr. B34rne,s conte·nd tha.t there 

I 
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is anything in c10 1n11e1ction with this 
vote that tends to im.prove ele1menta.ry 
education in Newfou.ndland. No, all 
the good this vote does is .to enable 
Dr Barnes to have a de·p.a,rtment ~d 
other gentle,me,n to h.ave . title1s that 
a.re high soun.ding but me·aningless,, 
b·ut as far as the 1children in J O'e1 Batts 
Arm or the. children in Portug~l Cove, 
St. John's E,ast are ·Concerned, the1re 
is no result from it W'h,atever. The 

' 
Prime Minister on the1 eive of the ele1c 
tion warily ann,ou.n.ce·s that he is go.-

. ing to make ' no · change in the educa
tional system. T'h.e.re are in all three 
proposaP-s with regard to educ,ation 
but noit a sound of an Edu,cation De
partment. The thought of su·c.h a thing 
was neve·r· in his mind. Why, even in 
the manif e1sto of the dual le,ade·r th.e·re 
was riot a sound ·of it rund you would 
neve·r have had 1t if it were not for 
the need, that existe.d w·ith putting 
one sectio·n of the 1Governme·nt on the 
same plane wih the other. It was a 
case of ·ma.king enough departments 
to match up one sectio·n with· th,e 
othe·r. Each man had to lo1ok after 
his ~own:- ·crew. · Mr. ·C:oaker had grabb 
ed all the big d·e1p3lrtme·nts such as 
the Fisherie·s, Posts and Telegraphs 
and Publi,c Works1 for his men and 
the Prime !Minister had to even up 

·
1 matters. The hon. gentleman was "de 
servin,g of a continent" and S10 ' in or-

. der to maJtc:h his influe1n.ce with the 
influence of the opposing fa.otion, th.e 
Prime Minister simply c·re1ated another 
• 

department. , 
As this money only goes. to provide 

for an administration th.at does not 
administer to any ed.ucational ne,eds_, 
it does not e,ff e·ct a.ny .. c·hange in the 
systeim th,at would jusify its expendi
tu.re ·for the purpose of. keeping the 
departme,nt in ·existe·nce· and. for that 
reas.on, without prejudice to the gen
eral vote fo·r Educa.tion, I supp.ort the 

. idea that this expenditure is unne,c
ess:ary. 

• 

The learne·d D·octor surpris·e.d me by 
the m-anner in which he · approached 

this education v·ote. It was ~ sub
.je1ct . on which I expe,cted an interest
·' ing 9-ddress for there is nothing so im 
·. portant to the country as education, 
. not even the fisher·y. I support th.e 
vote as to the am.ount. I would sup
port it we-re it twic·e at large, but l. 
cannot subs.cribe to the ide~ of direct 
ing a lar,ge portio1n of it towards tht 
upkeep of an un.nece·ssary depa.rtmeint 
and an a.r·my of useless inspe,qtors. I 
am not going to enter into a discus
sio·n of the techni·cal sid.e of inspe·c
tion, there are those in the House 

• 
, who can de1al with th.at more ably 
than I ca.n. The hon. member for St. 
George's says that th.e inspe·ctors 
cotlld be cut out altogether for the 
present and I think the point is well 
take·n. O·win.g to the ge.ogra.p,hi,caAl con
dition of the Country, inspection i8 
difficu.lt at all times an.d ·c.annot be 
carried O·n 'vith any de1gre,e of th1or
oughness, but wa.ving a.sid.e the matter 

I 

of inspection altogetner, the1re is to-
day a . departm.ent which as to· its fun·c 
tions, ha.s not and cannot accomplish 
m1ore th.an wa.s always done by Mr. 
Butt when the· wo·rk was do·ne at the 
c ·olonia.I Secretary's De.partme·nt. T·he 
headquarte·rs of educ.ational adminis
tration have merely b1een moved to a 
seperate b·uilding, th.at is the only 
result and for thait reason I oppo·se 
that part O·f the vote . 

T·here is one point that I wai:it to 
draw attention to and I crave the in
dulgence of the Com1nittee wl1ile I do 
so,. as the m.atter is hardly a.propos . . 
of the vote llefore tl1e chair. The 
Normal School has been the subject · 
of a vote for the past co11ple of year·s 

· and we iare told no'v that the build
ing of this institution will be started 
this yea.r. I have been given to un
derstand, and from all the ind~ica

tions the conclusion is irresistable, 
that it is ·the intention of the govern·
ment to build it on the Parade 
grounds. I shall oppose tha.t to the 

·extent of calling a publdc ·meeting to 
i1rotest against it if necessary. I shall 

I 

-
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see to it thiat the government is not 
going to brealr faith with St. John's 
by going back on the promise you 
n1ade when you passed a Bill handing 
that over. to the C1ity for the benefit 
of the people. I am going to see ·to 

' it that you are n.ot golng to re,pudi-
ate your own act. ·You are not going 
to take that ground from the people 
of St. John's. That is .going to be 
kept for the children of this city and 
you are not goin.g to destroy it for 
the sak.t't of siatisfyiing a whim.. I tell 

! the hon. Min~ster that in all cour
teousness. My colleagues are not here 

I 

now, bt1t I am sure that Mr. Bennett, 
the hon. momber for St. John's w'ill 
supp1ort me in what I say. The· clear
cut idea "ras to hand the Parade 
Ground over to the people of St. 
John's to be used, not for sport, but 
as a recre,ation ground· for the chil- . 
.dren. Besides the place is not suit
able for such ia project. The man who 
proposed build1ing a normal school 
there cannot be n.ormal himself. It is 
the w'ildest place in the country iil 
"\Vinter, and imagi11e then dragging 
people who are used to comfort up on 
the Parade Ground. Surely the ma·n 
'\V·hom we have regarded as the wise 
owl of the party has not gone crack-

. ' 
ed. The pla.ce is particularly su:ited 
for a recreatio·n grou.nd, it is in the 
centre of the most thickly populated 
part of the city, a place where chil
dren can go to get a breath of . fresh 
air and then som.e man has a dream, 
and decides to put the Normal School 
there. If you are going to build 1it, 
-put it in some place that is access-\ 
able. The man wl10 devised that p1a~ 
ought to go to a sch,ool for th.e insane 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am sorr·y to 
have taken up the tim.e of the House 

· with this · matter, but I wanted to be 
early in voic1ing my opposition.~ I sh~ll 
bppose the second readin,g of the bill 

;·~~lien it c,omes up and move its rejec
tion. This is an iact of manifest in-
justice and therefore I appeal to the 

private members of the Govern111ent 
to ·vote agaiinst it. I invite the hon. 
Minister's attention to the fact that 
Iny objection is not made in the spir
it of opposition to anything that has 
the advancem.ent· of education for its 
aim, quite the contrary. Neither do I 
in any sense oppose the · an1ount ask
ed for edltcation wh.en I object to the 
continuing of the Department of 
"-'"hich he is the head. That depart
ment is not functionin.g as it was in-
tended it should, and therefore the 
.vote for its upkeep m:ight well be dis-
1 pensed with, and the amou11t spent in 
a manner calculated to be more fruit
f11l of general beneficial results in 
the education of the children through
out the country. 

HON. DR. BARNES-Mr. Chairman 
Just a few w·ords in reply to the criti
cisms made by the gentlemen oppos,ite 
who have ,spoken on the matter of ed
ucation. Mr. MacDonnell is th.e one 
m.an of the Opposition who 'knows any 
tl1ing about education from a practi
cal standpoint, and I regret that he 
is absent this afternoon. I want to 
say that I think that M'r. MacDonnell 
'vas very sincere and very frank and 
inanly 'in the w·ay in which he discus
sed this matter. At the outset Mr. 
1.VIacDonnell laid down the principle 
that he strongly approves of the ne
cessity of a Norn1al School. It will 
be remen1bered that when the ques
tion of a Normal School was first moot 
ed in this House, that so1ne members 
scouted tl1e ideia. It was spoken of a.s 
a. fancy notion and a fad,1 and I can 
o11ly say that such expressions from 
Honourable members op·posite could 
<)nly have been for the purpose of be
l:ittling a 1novement that should have 
been made in this co11ntry forty years 
before. It is a well known fact that 
we have not been .giving our teachers 
any professional tra1ning at all. We 
have directed ou1 .. activities altogeth
er to the old assum.ption that :if a 
p~rson had an education that that in 
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itself was sufficient proof that that 
person would be 1etble to convey the 
knowleqge he had to others. A greater 
inistake could not possibly be inade. . 
The idea that has been recpgnized and 
acted upon the world over for the last 
fifty years, exclusive of Newfound-

• 
land, is that a per·sio·n undertarking to 
engage in te·aching is· called upon t9 
get a high school education, iand if he 
intended to engage in high school 
work he would be first called upon to 
show a diplotna certifying that he had 
passed the Arts Degree before he 
would be permitted to . enter ' a train
ing school to be tra.in.ed for the pur-:
pose of teach:ing e'ren in a secondary 
school. Here in Newfoundland we 
have not been doing anything in this 
respect and one is led to believe from 
the wa.y the nlatter is criticise·d · in 
tl1:is House that the idea was a new 
one. At all events, the idea in New
foundland appears to be new, but it 
is not a new one at all. The first 
normal school established in any part 
of the world was in the year 1685.· 
Since then the w·orld h1as been encour
aging the establishment · of normal 
schools in order that teachers who 
would be sent out to train the boys 
and girls of the future gen~rations 

should be able to .give evide·nce of 
their ability and efficiency. France 
\Vas the first country to realise the 
necessity for the establishmen of nor 
mal schools. From 1830 to 1833 no 
less than thirty schools were estab·
lished :in France ia.lon.e. Germa.ny es-

' tablished a, private normal school in 
1687 and a higher state normal sc.hool 
in 1688. In 1840 conservative Eng
'1a11d established training schools for 
tbe professi·onal traini11g of her teach
ers. America did the same in 1839 
and Canada followed suit in 1850. 
Ta.ke the neighbouring provinces 
alone to-day and we find that British 
Columbia has two normal schools; 

Alberta, two; · Sascatchewan two; Ma-
. . 
nitoba, two; Ontario nine; and Ne·w 

Bruns wic'k and Nova Scotia one each. 
· Then because we come forward and 
ask for a grant for the establ:ishment 
of. a nor1nal school in order that teach 
ers wilI be able· to render more effici
ent service we a.re blam.ed and accus
ed of having appendage, fads, fan.cy 
nc>tions ancl trimrnings. In a co11ritry 
where people· have been in the habit 
of giving serio11s thought to the ques 
tion of education the observations that 
ha.ve been inade by certa.in gentlemen 
on the other side of this I-louse re .. 
specting the futility of a 11ormal 
school would be · laughed 011t of court. 
In no country in the · civilized world 
to-da)r, where education :is consider
ed of sufficient im.portance to be en
cc,ura.ged, barring this one, normal 

' schools are being started. Before w.e 
can expect to get comn1ensurate re
turns fr.om our teachers it is abso ... 

~ l11tel)r essentiial to give them a full 
.normal school tra.ining. I care not who 
: 

! 

opposes the :idea,. I am sur·e of my 
grou11d, and I feel sure that this coun 
try will bless the day when a normal 
school is starte1d here. 

MR. HIGGINS-I supported the 
principle of a normal sch.ool. 

HON. DR. BARNES-I know you 
did, but how. The Opposition papers 

• 
ridiculed it and certain gentlemen op-

. posite m.ade a joke out of :it. I was 
delighted 'vith the observations of the 
r.ae1nber ·for St. George's. Like myself 
he travelled from one end of this coun 
trv to the othe.r visitin.g schools of .. 
11is own denomination as ·I have and 
he has come back impressed · w.itl1 the 
idea, the idea that every inspector has 
·tome back with, namely, thn.t befort> 
there can be any real progress in the 
way of education there_ must be some
thing done to give Y·OUP teachers bet
te.r trainin,g. Now what have we bee·n 
doing? We have been sending out 
boys and g:irls ,v·ho have only succeed
ed \n obta·ini11g the Preliminary Grade 

'of the Council of Higher Education, 
' 

that is to say they have only shown 
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ability enough to pass examinations 
that ought to be passed by ch:ildren 
of 11 or 12 years of age, and we iare 
sending these teachers out with 
no professional training at all. As 
l\i1r., Higgi11s has · rightly said, the chil 

I 

dren are the greatest asset we can 
cla_im in this country, and I cla:im 
that one of the chief functions of any 
government is to d·O everything in its 
power to see that the boys and girls 
of to-day live up to a higher plain 
tl1an those of us who have rea.ched 
the stage of manhood to-day. That 
is the only dream I have with regard 
to education. It was hinted that the . 
Department ,of Education was estiab-

' lished at nly instigation. I never ask . 
ed for such a department. 

MR. HIGGINS-The Government 
had to find you one. 

HON. DR. BARNES-They did not. 
You deliberately mad.e the stateme~t 
that the Department was created for 
me and for me alone. 

MR. HIGGINS-You know the gov .. 
ernment found it necessary for you. 

HON. DR. BARNES-That is not 
the case. I have stated 1over and over 

' 

again that if :it were not the express-
ed policy of the government, I would 
not have asked them to consider me 
in the matter. That is the absolute 
truth. 

MR. HIG<}INS-Let ine explain the 
p1oint I majde. How was it that it 

• 

was not announced privately or pub. 
licly, not even in the Manifesto of the 
lVIinister, that a new . department of 
Education wias to be created? 

HON. DR. BARNES-That Manifes
. to was in print in 1919, and se·nt broad 
cast throughout this country: before I 
1decided to enter the arena at all. 

MR. HIGGINS-Did you tell YOlll' 

·constituents :in Hr. Grace that there 
was going to be a new department of 
Education? 

• HON. DR. BARNES-I told then1 
that if ever I got the chance to give 
education a boost that I would not 

fail to do so, and I am prepa.red now 
to go back and tell my constituents 
\:vhat hap·pened. Now with regard to 
the matte·r of inspection. , It has been 
said over and over again by certa:i11 
honourable gentle111en opposite that 
inspection of schools has · been noth
ing short of a farce. We are all pre-
, pared to admit that because of the 
geogra.phical features of the country, 
and because' of the fact that our peo
ple are sparsely situated, that it is 
impossible to br.ing that measure of 
inspection to schools in some smaller 
places that 1one would like; but one of 
my first duties when I came here was 
to brir1g about a condition whereby I 
could send a number of sufficiently 
trained persons for that work, to vis
it these schools in sparsely populated 
localities, and to give the teachers 
training. That was dropped, not be· 
cause I thought I was on the wr·ong 
track, because ·whenever you w·ant to 
get full returns for the money you 
,·ote for educatio~, I make this pro-

. phecy now, thiat it will be necessary 
for you to send out a corps of ·Super
visors, or as the Opposition papers 

' have called then1, an a.r·my of Inspec-
tors. Take the Minister of Public 
Works. It was necessary for him to 
have overseers engaged in that w·ork 
on the Badger Road. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-I a1n sor· 
ry for your work if you are going to 
par it with the work on the Badger 
Road. 

HON. DR. B.ARNES-Y'ou need su~ 

pervision on iall 'vor ks befo·re you can 
expect to get good returns. It is un
fortunate that 'it was necessary to 
abandon the idea of Supervisors of 
Education, but it was made necessary 
in the first plac~ because the Opposi~ 
tion papers hounded it down, and 
certain honourable gentlemen oppo
site in critic:ising it went so far as to 
say th.at the se·nding 10·f Sup·ervisors 
~round the cour1try to assist the teach 
ers was a direct interference with our 



• 

306 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

system of education, as by law estab
lished in this country. 'There was 
never any such intention. I came 
here to do the best I c.ould with the 
present system. I had no mandate to 
change the p1resent system. M~~ friends 
opposite who a.dvocated the abolition 
of Superintendents iand Inspectors 
know that the three gentlem.en who 
occupy these P·Ositions are the nom-
1nees ·Of the three pr.incipal denom
inational heads in this country. To 
wipe these three men off · the list 
would be, in my opinion, a direct in
terference with the denominational 
system of e·ducation. Would you con
sider it just and right to tell · Dr. 
Blackall, who has spent . thirty years 
on active service, a man of such high 
intellectual attia;inments and a ma.n 
who has spent the best ye,ars of his 
life 'in the service·, to get out. Take 
J)r . .. Curtis,. a man of 70 years of age, 
who ha.s travelled from one end of 
this. country ·to the other, on la.nd and 
sea, now must we .cut him out because 
the question of Inspection of schools 

that O·bitaine·d befo·re there was a Min· 
ister of E:ducation, yo·u would s.ave· out 
of your total grant for e·duc.ation $9, .. 
280, or the mu.nifi.cent ~um of 3 1-2 
cents pe·r he1ad O·f the people of the 
country. 

MR. HI·GG INS·: --T'he firing of ,Rail-
way Inspector~ Ke·nn:edy a.nd Murp·hl' 
would b·e the same principle as' the 
removal of the Education Supe.rinte·n
dents and Inspectors. 

HON. DR. BARNES:-I a.m not go- · 
ing to bring the matte·r down t·o1 the 
leve I of party politics. 

MR. BENNE·T1T':-Mr. 1Chairman, I 
would like· an explanation , from th<:> 
Ministe·r as wh.at is the· m·e·ani'ng of · 

• 

some of the votes on page 30 reigard-
• 1ng steinogra.phers? 

HON .. DR. BARNES:-It would ap 
pear ~t first ·s-ight that there are four 
stenogr~phe.rs: workin.g ~n my. office. 
As I e·xplaine;d last ye,ar, ther·e ar& 
thre·e stenograp·hers with the excep
tio·n o·f the o·n-e th.at is in my office, 
011e in Dr. Blackall's office, one in Dr . 
Curtis's office and one in Mr. Ke1n
edy's. If you abolished the dep81rt
ment you would save $720 · on steno
graphers; $3000 tra.velling expe·nse:s; 
telegrams $360, anrd printing and sta
tionery $600. 

is abolished. The same principle ap 
plies ito Dr. B.urke, an enthusiastic 
young man who has given S10 · much of 
his tim.e and mo·ne·y to obtain a de
gree tn e1ducation. Then the·re is Mr. 
Thompson and. Mr. Lod1ge, Assistant 
Superintende.nts o·f Education, who 
have s·pent 35 an'd 30 ye34rs·, respect
ively, in th.e se,rvi-ce. Tw10 more oblig 
ing and efficient me~ you could not 
find in the civil service. S;urely it is 
not the inte·ntion to put these men on 
the sitre·et after givin,g of th.e best tha\. 
was in them to the cause of edu.catio:n 
in this country. If it is, I fo·r one· am 

I desire to make one ·other r~mark 
in reply to the ju·nior membe·r for St. 
John's Eas,t who spoke at consider
a,ble length while labouring u·nder the 
misund.erstanding that this Gove·rn
ment had increased the educational 
gr~nt to the extent of three1 quarters 
of aJ million dollars. 

I 

MR. HI1GGINS:-H.e me.ant that a.m-

··not going to re.commend it. 
ount for three years or a q uart.e·r of 
a· million a year. 

MR. HIGGINS:-Give them a pen
sion for life at some salary. , 

HON. DR. BARNEiS:-T'he·re seems 
· to be political anin1osity in the minds 
of s1o·me honourable gentl'emen oppos
ite who wa.nt to destroy th.e. de·part
ment wi1th.out showing sufficient cause. 
Suppos·ing you wiped out the depart. 
ment to-day and go b1ack to the status 

H10N. DR. BARNIDS:-You will fino 
I 

pn refere.nice to the Estimates that the 
gra1nt for the year 1919-20· was $544,-
6~7 .67 i'n addition ·to the fact that in · 
O·ctober 1919 th.e ·Cashin administra· 
tion pas.se·d a Minute of 1Coun.cil auth
orizi~g the expenditure on E 1xe9utive 
re·sponsibility of $156,883.63 m.a.king a 
tota1l grant for education for the year 

I.. 
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1919-2:0 o'f $701,521.30; whilst the total 
grant we are asking for to·-day is 
$799,495.00 or a diff eren:ce over and 
abo.ve that vote of app·roximately 
$97 ,000.00. 

SIR. M. P. CASHIN:-Tha;t $150,000 
was authoriz'ed but not vote·d. 

HON. DR. BARNES:-! believe that 
the Hon. Leader of the· Op.position wa.s 

\ 

justified in aHking for th.at vote·. We 
h.ave been accused of puttin1g O·n trim
mings and fad.s. Let me dir·e·ct the at-

. tention ·of the ·Committee to the school 
report for the pr·ovinc·e of British Col
umbia. We have in this ·co.untry been 
in the hab.it of votin,g so little for ed
ucrution that when a v1ote is a.ske·d fo;r 
we nearly die of he.art failure. Let me 
cite statistics to show a co·mparison~ 

Br·itish ;Columbia has a.n annual vote 
of $5,470,000 or $13 .. 75 per head while 
Newfoundland p.ays $3.20 per head. · 
Alberta spends $9,570,-0·00 or $17.70 
per capita. 

SIR · MI1CHAE·L 1C'.ASHIN:-ThesE
people are we~lthier by millions tha.n 
we are .. 

HON. DR. B!ARNE1S.:-I am dealing 
\Vith .ed.ucation now. Saskatchewan 
spent $11,500,000. 'The·re will come a 
time that in orde·r to do justice to our 
boys and girls that our graint in this 
country will have to be d·oubled for 
the proper tra.inin:g of our te.achers. 
I re·gret to say that it c.a.nnot be done, 
tl1is year. If conditions ·obtained to 
warrant it, I W'O·uld co·m.e in here $n 
ask for it. 

I think Mr. Chairman, th.at this is 
about all ·1 need. e·xplain in connectio:r;i 
with the· De·partment of Education. 

MR. BENNE·T1T:-Mr~ 1C'hairman, I 
wish to join in the ) g·e·ne·ral protest 
fr·om this side of the Ho1use· for the . 
prolonged absence . o·f the Minister or 
Marine and Fishe.ries from th.at imr . ' 

'po·rtant department. 
\ 

\ We now come to the time when a 
·vote o·f ove·r $250,000 is about to b·e 
made to· that d·epaJrtment, and we d.o 
not know for wh.at it is being vote·d. 
We know, ·of course, that a ·certa.in am 

•. 

ount of it has to· b1e paid in salaries, 
·.put further than that we kno.w noth
in1g. I sa.y that it is unpardonabl.e 
that a Minister who ha.s left this cou11 
try when Parliament was. abo·ut to ~s-
1semble without rhyme or . re·ason and 
· no one here to lo·o·k after his de·pa.rt
ment. and to rema.in away so· lon.g. It 
is high time that he 1S·hould be recall-

/ ed. He o·ught to b·e· the· Ad.visor iL 
Chief of the Go·ver·nment at the pr~ 
sent time whe·n -the all important in
dustry of the country needs tlr.e mo•st 
care.ful attention it is po·ssible to ob 
tain. We nee·d the b,est pe·r·son poss
ible in that de1partment to-day. T·he ' 
Prime Minise,r ma,y be d1oing his · 'b,est 
to carry on a.nd ·help 0 1ut the de·p~n. 

ment, b1ut he knows no more about 
that department t·O·-day ithan anyone 
else; and he (P'r'ime1 Ministe1r) shoula 
not be expected to d10 · even what he 
i$ doing in connection with th.at de
partment. He has to· g~it up here a.no. 
make the best of a bad case. 

Last evening in discuss.ing the reply 
I suggested getting togethe·r some ex
perienced persons re the· supplying 
,or the fishery. Get the supplying mer 
chants fom the different firms wh'o 
understand the fishery b·usine·ss, and 
the heads of the diffe.rent Ba11ks a.n6. 
m~ke S()me ' arrangements. But th.e 
Minister of LM1arine and Fisheries 
should be your chief advise·r; he is 
supposed to know and I think he· d.oes 
know the fishery business, and I 

·strongly priote,st against this un.par
dona ble disgra.ce o,f that Minister be
ing ~way. He is ·only fooling and· 
idlying a way his time. If h.e had 
business calling him away he· could 
have gone later, or at least sta~Te·d 

here suffi.cie·ntly long to expl~in and 
justify his department to this House. 

I11 making up the vo·te for the De
partment of the· Marin·e anq. Fishe'!"ies 
tlte Prime Minister overlooked a·n ini
portant vote of $10;0·00. I protested 
a.gainst it be-ing cut 011t la.st ye·a.r·; I 
refer tio the GaJme and Inland Fisl1er-. 
ies Board. I proteste·d not altogetl1er 
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from a sporting point of view. We all 
know of that last year the salmon in 
our rivers we·re a.b1s101lutely prositituted 
by scamps an.d uns,crupulous fisher-.. 
men bec~use of he .Board . having no 
wardens. 'The rive·rs of .this country 
a;re the, nurseries of .a gre1at industry 
and an important one1, and I want to 
express my gratification t10 the Go·verIJ. 
me:nt 01n se·eing its w~y· ·c~ear to: in .. 
elude that partic.ular grant. 

. 
La~t ye:ar we heard o·f the possibility 

of lettin,g ·s-ome of our1 rivers to spo:rts 
.· men, We here in Ne1wfoundlan.d enj·OY 

the great p·rivile·ge of going with o·ur 

• 

. rod a11d fishing anywhere we: ple~s&~ 
I am in fa.vou.r of. lea.sing so·me1 of -our 
rivers. 1There are1 hundreds he·re w~ 
could lease at a ·considerable. prio1fit 
and benefit to the, ·country. 'There ~re 
hundreds of rivers in N ewfou.ndland ) 
a.nd the L:abrador whe·rein a - line has 
never b·ee·n cast, we never visit them, 
130 why not le.as·e them to suitable p·a.r 
tie·s? It would be very 'b-ene·ficial to 

I 

the c10-untry and add c:ons.id.era.bly to 
the reve1nue of the colony. Ther·e is 
not much doubt ab·out them bein.g pro • 
stituted by the lessee or lessees be ... 
cause a real sportsman would if he 
were paying a fair· rent lo·ok a.fter the 
rivers be1ca1u.se of his own interest 
therein, a,nd he wo·uld be the b1est 
type of Fishery Warden _ you could 
possibly get. 

While on my feet I would like t~ 
refer t101 the que·stion on the carpet re 
a Normal School. I sympathize with 
the · Hon. Minister in his high ideals, 
and we would like to· b1e able, if con
ditions warrented to see the·m put in
to ·pra.ctise. But, if y·ou wanted to. g·o 
to ru ·T'pe1atre to se.e a g·ood play a.nd 
fou.nd that you only had 50 cents in 
yo.ur po·cket y·o·u would h.ave to · be 
content with th.e Picture House', we 
must cut our ga.rment accordin·g tCJ 
the cloth. The whole qu.estion can we, 
afford to pa.y $800,00·0 for -E,ducation 
in his· country at the p:r·e·s.e,nt tim.e? 
If the Hon. · Min.ister see a way to 
r~ise it and is certain we need it 

' 

more th.an other things at the present 
time let him try it. 

Mr. 1Chairman, befo·r·e takin.g my seat 
µ: wish to refer to a letter in this eve·n 

· in,g's Telegram conc
1
erning the1 Pa,rade: 

Ground. If the letter ha.d b:een an ~ ... 
o.nymous one I would not refer to it, 
but it is signed b:Y a pe·rson L. Curtis, 
wh·o I presume is Dr. ,Curtis. He saye, 
"I was am.azed tc» find Mlessrs Higgins 
Bennett, Vinlcolllb·e and Fox advo.cat
ing that th.e Par~de· Ground be reserv
ed for sp.orts, instead of Inter-Denomt, 
national Educ.ati1on.'' Now Mr. Chair
man, I re.fute that state1ment. I wab 
one of the persons who favo·ured the . 
truki11g o·ver of the ground by the 1C'i.ty 
Cou.ncil last year, and ce.rtain partie·s 
waited upon Mr. I. C. Morris, who1 w·a~ 

the 1Miayor at that time, 1conce·rning lt. 

Lait ye·a.r it wa.s . h.an:d.ed tQ the 1Clty · 
'through the Ne1w ·Charteir, and this 
year th-e Minister of Justic·e comes in 
a.n.d says we have no p·o·wer to deal . 
with it at all, and that it belongs to 
the Department of the Se1c.reta.ry of 
State. I say that the b·est thing to do 
with it is to ha.nd it over as a play
ground for the child.ran. T·he poo·r 
children of this city h.a;ve1 no place to 
~play in or to amuse the'mselves. They 
cannot go into the Parks to play, if 
they cr,oss the ·grass they .are ordered 
off by the caretaker,. an.d you are al\ 
a;ware of the tenden,cy of . c.hildr·e·n to 
tamper with flowers and trees. I say 
that it is the :be·st place fo·r a recrea
tion ground for the· children, and that 
is the best thing t 10 do wi;th it. It is 

·in the best part O·f the town for a 
pla.yground, be,ing situ:~te in the cen
tre of that thickly populated pa.rt of 
the town between Lon.g's Hill and 
Barter's Hill. Se·ction 61 of the St. 
Jo.hn'·s Municipal Coun.cil Act .1921, 
re·ads : "'That pie.ce or parcel of land 
kno·wn as the Prurade Ground shall be 
vested in His Majesty a.nd shall b·e set 
a.part, · dedicated a.nd a.ppro·priated for 
use and a.ccomodaition of the inhabit
ants of St. John's a.s a P·Ublic Pa1rk or 

' 

recreation ground, a.nd ·shall be under 
• 
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the control and supervisio·n of the 
Cotin.cil in w·hose pos.session . the same 
shaJll be held to b·e." 

I 

That is my reason for oppo·sing the 
granting of the Parade1 Gr·o·und for the 
erection thereon of th.e Normal School 
It is no good for a Normal School, it ., 

is too high and far too :bleak. For 
Dr. ·C·urtis to salY it is the intention to 

' . 

fe·nce it for high athletics is labourine 
the point. My idea is to make it a 
pleasant playground for the poor child 
ren, and I want aJnd inte·nd to put 
myself on record as being opp-0se·d to 
the taking of that ,ground for a Norm
al School, and I advo1cate and am in 
favour of it b·eing used a:s a play
gro11n.d for the childre·n and h·ope that 
the Gove·rnment will see its way cle·ar 
to make it such . 

MR. VINICOMBE--When .v,·e were 
on the Departn1ent of Marine & Fish
eries the other day the Prime Minis
er said that it was cut do,vn to the 
bare bone. For myself I don't like to 
handle skin and bones, I would like 
for it to have some flesh on it. Now 
I thinlr Mr. Coaker . should be here in 
this House. He had some friends in 
the House last year, but now they 

, 

have gone back on him. l\Ir. Halfyar<l 
up there smiles, but he; has gone back 
on him too, and I understand that Mr. 
Jennings has gone back on him. 

While I am on my feet I want to re
fer to the econon1y that Mr. Jennings 
is practicing in the Department of 
Public Works. He. said the other day 
that becat1se the Govern1nent insti'tt1-

• 
tions are free the butter is good 
enough for them. 

THE l\1IN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.-! 
did not say that. 

, 

MR. VINICOlVIBE-You did make 
that remlark, Sir. After the . House 
closed the Minister of Justice sai"1 you 
passed the remark, but he did not 
think you meant it. !\'1r. Samson, who 
.. vvas in here at the time, said the same , 
thing. You said because the institu
tions were· free the butter was good 

enough for them. Mr. Jennings, yottr 
action toward me was of the worst 
kind. On the 31st March here in this 
House I spoke of the butter. You 
said the butter was .good butter, and 
you hiad no cbmp,laint. You. aslred me 
wl1at k.ind of bu ter I used. Now it 
doesn't matter what kind of butter I 
use. I asl{ed yot1 whether you got the 
butter' from the nla.nufacturers or the 
grocers. I asked you that because 
when a man gets butter from a grocer 
he is likely to get butter that ha~ 

been in the store a long time and has 
become spoiled. In the afternoon you 
got up to reply to Sir Michael Cash
in, and you put in the Advocate a lot 
of nice things that you would like to 
have sa.id. That was put tn the Ad.-

vocate for the purp·ose of sending 
down North. No'v I am not concern
ed about the people who are making 
this butter, or an)" who may h.ave 
sh.ares in the factory. I aill only con
cerned with the kind of butter thrut 
you send to the public institutio11s foi
the p·eople who go there to use Now 
I might ask you what kind of butter 
you use, Sir. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-I use 
A val on Creiamery. 

MR. VINTCOMBE-I heard, S.ir, that. 
Ji~ou were up to the station the, other 
day with a bit of hay under your arn1 
to get a cow that was coming in on 

; ~ 

the train. In fact, I sa.w you myself 
Sir. Now I would like to ask the 
Minister of Finance if he didn't make · 
a complaint . 

THE MIN. OF FINANCE & CUS
TOMS-Yes, I complained. 

MR. VINICOMBE-Now the Minis
ter siaid that he did not have one com
.plaint. Did. you look at the Twillin .. -
gate Sun to see about that $500.00. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS--That 
was a lie because they were envious 
of me. 

MR. VINICOMBE-You deny you 
said that about the butter: I asked 
the Min;ister of Justice· and Mr. Sam- · 



• 
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son and they said that you did say 
it. Now the truth is you don't .know 
what you siaid. Now· you try to say 
that because you saved $20,000 for the 
governme11t, the butter was good 
en.ough for the patients. You ought 
to be ashamed of that statement. 

Now I want to come back, Mr. Chair 
man, to what I was .going to say. I 
have nothing against you personally, 
Sir. I criticize the Minister of Fin
ance in this House, but I have nothing 
aga.insit anym an in the House. I h.aO. 
the 111isfortune some time ago of hav-. . 

· ing my dau.ghter taken sick, and she 
was recommended to be sent to the Sa. 
nitorium. I saw Dr. Campl)ell, and T 
a.sked him if he· c1o·uld get a little girl 
into the Sanitorium. I didn't tell h.im 
w·ho it was. Late1r he asked me who 
it was, and then I told him. He said 
'he would do h.is best, and he told me 
to see the Prime Minister. I went 
down and saw the Pr.ime Minister 
and the Prime Minister was very cour 
teous an.d was willing to do anything 
for me. To show you how vindictive, 
you were, you wrote a letter to Dr. 
Rendell, and on April 1st I received 
a letter from Dr. Rendell. Here is the 
letter I got fro1n Dr. Rendell: Reads. 
Now Sir, do you call that playing the 
game? Is that decent or manly? I 
criticize Mr. Bro,vnrigg's dep,artment, 
and other departments as ·Government 
institutions. . I have nothing against 
any man personally. Jus·t to show' 
this House how sm.all you are·, the 
next day after I criticized your de
pa,rtment in this House about the but
ter you sent this letter to Dr. Rendell. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-Mr. 
Chairman, I think it is only right 
that I should defend myself against an 
attack of this ki11d. Sometime ago 
when the Government undertook to 
open up the East wing of the Sani
torium it was decided that patients 
we.re to be admitted only on my re
com.mendation. E~ery patient a.dmit
ted has been handled that way. I have 

never questione·d the political · affilia~ 
tions or any other -affiliations of any 
patient seeking to be admitted. · I do 
require that it be by :Dr's certificate. 
T·he reason for that is that I want the 
institution to be aviailed ·O·f'. by patients 
who have a fighting chance of recov-

, 
ery. I am a ware· of the stages of 
consumption, and know that for some 
unfortunately there is no hope what
ever. This year every admission to 

• 
the Sanitoriu1n has been on my recon1 
mendation.. I did hear that Mr. Vinl
combe wanted to get his d1aughter 'in
to the Sanitarium. It was more to 
help hin1 that I su.ggested that course, 
so that he could get her there as 
quickly as possibly. Now I hope that 
with this explanation the honorable 

I 

gentleman will not , proceed witl1 this 
denunciation. 

MR. VINICOMBE-~r. Chairman, I 
have good reason to say w·hat I ht.9. ve 
said to the Minister of Public' Works. 
The Prime Minister put himself out 
to do all he could, and when I brought 
up about the butter you had 'this let
ter sent to Dr. Rendell. You thought 
I ignored you Sir. You thought that, 
d.idn't you. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-No, I 
didn't think you ignored me. l didn't 
care. 

MR. VINICOMBE-You didn't think 
I ignored you. Now I'll read a letter 
you sent to· Dr. Campbell, and you are 
going t,o wonder where I got it. Here 
is what you say: (quotes letter) Did 
you w·rite that, Sir? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Yes. 

MR. VINICOMBE-You admit thklt 
you wr·ote it. Now Sir, if I h.ad ' . 
known that you had char.ge of the De-
partment I w0uld have gone to you. 
Now Sir you will be surprised to 
know how I got that private letter, 
but I am not particular how I get a 
letter when I want it. This letter 
proves that the reason you wrote that 
letter to Dr. Rendell w·as that you 

I 

• 
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thought I was ignoring ~rou. Wiasn't 
that small ·and miserable for a Min ... 
ister of the Crown? I told the Doctor 
tl1at I could take my daughter to my 
countr)' .. place. And I asked him if it 
wouldn't be all right to take her to 
St. George's. He said she oughtJ to go 
to the Sanitarium. 

Now, Sir, I worked harder to get 
that letter than you work for your 
$5,000. I am n,ot vindictive w.ith you 
now. When any one does me dirty I 
leiave it to the Man above. As a mat
ter· of fact I did not ignore you. I 
would just as soon have gc>r1e to you 
as to any one else. Now, ' Sir, this 
~hing has been on my mind ever since 
it happened. Now that it is off my 
'mind ever·ything between you and me 
is all right. I hold nothing against . 
any man personally. 

At 6.30, Mr. 1Chairman, I wa,s de·aling 
with a personal ma.tter, and I would 
no\v like to go ba.ck to tl1e Depart-

. ' 

ment of Marine and Fishe:riies. Like 
prevlous speakers I would like to 
hlake the suggestion to the· Hon. 
;Prime Minister that Mr. Cave be ap
.bointed to· that office as there should 
·be some head ove·r that department. 
As you are aware, he was gotn.g to up .. 
turn that department a.nd. make it the 
most useful in the country, but 'in
stead of that it is useless, and since 
J1e took charge ,.he has been absent 
from it practically all the time. l 
think he should be disp,ensed with and 
the suggesti,on that Mr. Cave be put 
tl1ere, acted on. It is the inost im
tant · pos:ition in the country, and there 
is no.body here to _ represent it or to 
say what. we are voting for. The du
ty falls on the Hon. Prime Minister 
to explain everything, but he cannot 
a.tte11d tt) everything, and I think 
there is no more capable man for the 
post than Mr. Cave. Now as to fish
ery supplies, l do not lrnow what po
'si'tion the Government will take, but 
as there is a. law on the Statute 
Books against combines I think the 

Governmen~ ought to take some steps 
to protect the fishe,rmen. We . have 

I . 

hea.rd a lot iabout encouraging home 
industries, but there is no greater 
class of profiteers than tl:!Qse starting 
the same, for aEi soon as they ge't big 
concessions from the government. to 
help th.em out, they put up the prices 
of their p·r·oducts and. for·ce the people 
to pay far more for them than the im
ported article. The Imperial Oil com 

• 

pany was going to give us cheap oil, 
but they amalgamated with the Stan
dard Oil Co., and now we have to pay 
4·4 cents a gallon for it. I think . it 
was Capt. Gosse himself W·ho told me 
that he lised 160 gallons of oil last 
year, and had to pay the high price 
for it-now how can the pool"' fisher
man fit out for th.e vdyage if he htl'l~ 

- lo pay all he got for oil. It is of the 
poorest q11ality . too, but the compa.nie~ 

sel lin.g it can do 'vha~ they like. All 
the other mo-nopolists are alike, a.a 

• 

soon as they get the: protec't:ion they 
want, they P·Ut u.p the . price of thetr 
goods. I re-member a few years -ago 
when the poor · quality matches were 
imp,orted here from Chase & Co., of 
Halifiax, and Horwoods wanted to put 
theirs on the market. They got the 
protection. they wanted from the gov--

{ ernment and the ki.nd of matches. they 
' 

t11rned out you w·ould want a red hot 
stove to light them. We were help
ing out the Horwood's· and the cheap 
matches, though good, were prevent
ed fro~ coming in here. It is no mat
ter what 'industry is started the peo
ple are badly b-itten. When the Oil 
companies came in and sold their pro 
ducts for 12 or 13 cents a gallon, the 
people were delighted, but now they 
have to pay 44 cents, and it is up to 
the Governme·nt to see, that they are 
brought to task. It is the duty of the 
Government to investigate and see 
vthat is going on. With regard to the 
Fisheries Dept. I do not know what 
a.ttitude will be taken by it as to sup
plies. Last year e·veryone .got help 
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but the fisherme11 ,of St. J O·hn's East. 
That is one thing the poo·r or St. 
John's East can sa.y, they got no han.d 
outs from the Government. 

With regard to fish supplies, take, 
for instance the· F.P.U. passing . re
solutions again.st the Boa.rd of Tra.de. · 
Why shouldn't they atfter all. They 
got $77 .000 fo.r s1u.pplies a.n,d returned. 

. only a few thousa.nd dollars1 o·f it. The 
Prime Ministe·r sh·ould investigate 
that matter an.d · see whether the~ 

were paid by the fishermen or not. s .o · 
far as wek now he fisherm.en haive 
paid that money but it hasn't :be,en 
ha11ded o·ver to the gove·rn.ment~ I · 
hardly think the fishe1rmen would geit 

""' ' 

away with the money that was ·advanc-
ed them and I don't see why the 
planters should .get awa.y with i1t~ It 
is said the Minister of Fis,he1ries is 

· on the way home and I don't c~re 

much whether he is or not, but I 
would like· to· see a min.ister appoinit
ed for that depa.rtment. When he 
went d'own. there· first he was going 
to be a. live wire· but now he is a 
very dead wire so far as1 the deparit
ment is con.cerned. He took too much 
11pon him.self and he fell down on it. 

Now in the Dept. o·f Agriculture and 
Mines · they ha.ve a real live wire·. He 
receives foes. and friends alike with 
open arms and he ne·ver seems to 
sito·p. He is. a regular b·usy bee. Now . 

.. why cannot the Minfster of Fish.eries 
be like that? We all know that the 
Department of Fis.herie·s, is a mo·st 
important one espe1cia¥ly at this par· 
ticular time b·ut it is le·ft drift a.n.d 
when we say' that things are1 all go·ing 
•rang we ar·e told thait 0 1the·r countries 
b1re in the same position. Well Sit) 
~he fact o·f other countries being. in · 
\the same position is poo·r co·nsolation 
to us: L·et us thin.k of our own coun '
try and never mind the others. T'he 
Dept. of Fisheries should have a live 
head, in fact I don't kn.ow but the 
Pri~e Minister sho.uld ,go do·wn there 
himself. 'T10-da.y we haNe the Boarfi 
of Tra.de shouting for reduction of 

I 

taxation. and calling for meetings to be 
1.held :but I don't think we will have 
a.ny meeting:s: because the . people are 
afraid to spea.k, that is all. Because 
wall harder than they are there no·w. 
T1he men on ithe other side are. co.n
tented; they think that because thei1 

· is n.o expression of public opiniort 
everything is going well. . 1T'he peoplb 
a.re not contente1d, ;they are simply 
afraid t speak, thaJt is all. Becaus:e 
public sentime·nt is not aroused is no 
reason why those on the ·oither side 
should sit back and do n.othin,g. Now 
• .. .._ • t 
I·s th·e t1m'.e· to re,duce ta.xatio·n. Th~ 

Minister of E'inance a.dmitJte'd a fe·w· 
days1 ago that this should be done. 

H10N. MINISTER 10F FINANCE:
We'l.1 reduce it next year. 

MR. VINNI1CO.MBE:-You'll wa.nt to 
take the du1ties off altogether n.ext 
year if you hope to get .a.nywhe·re in 
an election. You have th.e peo·ple in 
your grip now b1ut it won't be ·always 
so. 

HON. 1\llINIS'T'ER ·OiF FINANCE:- · 
We mus1t be a great govern,ment. · , 

MR. VINNIC,O'MBE:·-Well, aren'\. 
you. I should say you are a great 
g,overnment-for yourse,lves. Mr. 
Brownrigg thinks everything is all 
right, we,11, the s,ooner Mr. Brownrig·g 
gets a way fro·m that idea and gets· 
down rt.o business the :better. I live 
in . a suburb of St. John's and I wa.s 
expecting bef.ore this to be . sending 
milk to the chee·se factory that Mr. 
Brownrigg wa13 going to give St. 
John's west if he· wa,s1 ele1cted, but 
there is no sign of it yet. Perha,ps 
he is ke·epin,g that for next year too. 

HON. MINIS:TER OF FINANC1E:
I ·didn't promise it. 

MR. VINNI·COMBE:-It must have 
been ·u_r. 1Cam.pbell rt.hen. Anyway it 
is a pity you ·didn't sta.rt so,mething. 
All yo·u have b1een ~ble to sitart· is the 
people and you have started. rt.hem in 
earnest. 

Now, Mr. Br,ownrigg, you are 'the 
Minister of Fina.nee an.d it is up to you 
fto reduc.e taxation, rund after all I 

• 
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don'1t kn.ow but if you we.re to· do it 
now you would stand a chance of g·o· 
ing back again. D1o·n't wa.it till next 
year, it might be too l~te1 then. T'hat 
was one of Sir E'dward IMlorris's .tricks 

• 
but it can't be done again. Be·sides if 
you wa.it till next year there will be 
no people left in the country to bene 
firt by it, they will be all starved out. 

It is due to the pe·opJe thrut you give 
tl1em some indication 10·f what you in
tend doing. · We must get 1the fis·h·er
men to the fishery a.nd it is time now 
that some move was ma.de in that di
reotio11. 'T'he first thing that ha.s to 
be d1one, however, is to ma,ke it possi
lJle for the·m to get su.pplies. Unde·r 
pres.ent conditions this is n·ot possible. 
Taike the question of sugar for e·x
ample. In Halifa.x ac.c·o·rding to a.d· : 
vertisements in the papers, you can 
get 141-4 pounds of suga.r for $1:00. 
Here, we have to thake up· for what 
the Food 1Control B1o·rurd lost. That 
$180JOOO has be·en more than ma.de· up 

. 
and the du1ty is still on. If you would 
only take that duty ·O·ff suga.r it wouln 
be a God-send. Tell us. you are going 
to do something so . as to cheer the 
hea,rts o.f the· people. T:he people we·re 
taJlking last year about us holding up 
the House bt1t we could talk you to 
cleat.h now for all the go·o·d it would 
do l..iast year Capt. Jones asked me 
when . we were going to close tht.> 
House. 'Think of it, rthe1 go·vernment 
membe·rs asking the Opposition when 
they were going to clos~ the House. 
It wa.s a go·od thing we did keep it 
onen because it sho·rten-ed the 1time 
the go·ve·rnment had to spend mone) 
on executive responsibility. While the 
House was ·open they could not do 
thait. Mr. Bro,vnrigg wa.s the ma.n who 
was going to put the Reids in thei1 
nl ace 3ret a.s soon a.s he got in he· ga.ve 
them hundreds of thousands, of dollars. 

HON. MINISTE'R ·OF FINANCE:
It was in your leader's manifesto 
that h·e intended giving them te·n or 
twelve millions. 

lVt:R. VINNICOMBE :-My leader 

\ 

didn't saiY he wa.s g1oing to reduce 
taxation. He was honest en.ough . to 
tell the people that was impossible till 
he sa:w the a.ftermath of the war wa.s 

I 

going to be. Before the year is out 
you will be taking ove·r the railwa)'. 
b1oats and all. Reids o·we you now 
and what surpris·es . me most is tha.t 
M~. 'Br·ownrigg• above aJll the re·s.t 
should fall . for them. You w:e·re going 
to do all S10·rts of things to· them :but 
wha.t have you done H.as a.ny gov
ernment ever treated them .as you 
have. 

HON. MINIS·TE'R 0 1F FINANC'E:--
If we closed down the ra.ilwaN to
m·o·rrow you would be on a different 
tack. 

As Mr. Guppy has said, we s·hould 
do all possible to· sen.d the fisherme·n 
to tl1e fishery as early .as possible. 
MR GUPPY-You do not realise that • 

the fishermen are keeping up the 
country. 

MR. VINNI1COMBID:-Surely goo·d-
11ess ~' OU don't mean. to say that the 
clas8 of fishermen as arn in the F. P. 
C' .. who took $77 ~000--mc1ne'r belonging 
to all the peo·ple· of this country-last 
yeft,,r and thus far have only retur11ecl 
$2,000 of it, are keeping up the COllil

tr·y _ Go down to Port tJnion, sir, and 
tell that crowd to brin,g back to· the 
Treasury of this countrv the $75,000 
that they lawfully owe us. 

MR. ·GUP'PY:-You need not ·be a 

bit 11nerusy, that money will be paid 
tack. 

MR VINNICOMBE:-I know you are 
taking it easy, and .so is yo·ur P 'rin1e 
Minister, appa.rently, but he didn't 
take it qt1ite so easy a. few- ye·ars ago 
when he brought down auditors and 
detectives to enquire into the doings 
of the late Gov·ernment and succeeded 
in finding out thaJt the actions1 .o.f the 
Cashin administration were straight 
and a b,ove1 board. 

M.y friend Mr. Guppy says he is an
xiou.s to get home to go t·o work. Well 

I 
sir you ha,ve my permission to g.c:, 
r ·ight now, and might have staye·d home 
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altogether th.is winte·r f:o·r what good 
you are doing here. I a.m pr·oud to· 
night that I have been succe·sisful for 
the first time in getting a fe.w words 
from some of the gentlemen opposite. 
I got Mr. Brownrigg, Mr. Small and 
Mr. Guppy to open their m·outh at 
lfl.\St. 

. MR. ·GUPPY:-It would be better 
for the country if you sat down too 
and s·aid nothing. 

MR. VINNIC10MBE·:-But what p·art 
of the country. I suppose you me·a.n 

"the N1o·rthe1rn part. It would
1 
certainl) 

be better fo·r the N orthe·rn part alright 
if I sat down. Mr. 1C1hairm~n, ~ith re .. 
gard to th.e Marine .an.d Fisheries De
partmep. t aga.in, let me s1ay to the Gov 
ernment t!o hav·e an Exe·cutive meeting, 
a.nd ha\ve a new· head appointed for 
that Department, wh.ether it be ·Mr. 
c ·oaker, Mr. C1ave or a.ny, O·ther mem
ber of the 1Government. Ye·s, Mr. Ab~· 

bott would m1ake as good a head as 
any other member of the Government 
bec~use 10·f his knowledge· of the· fish
eries. Or even my friend 1M1r. Guppy 
would make an ideal hea.d. 

MR. ·GUPPY:-I prefer to go out 
·and work. 

MR. VINNI·CO·MBE:-You got to be 
careful when you talk like· that· be 
ca1use. your remarks are a re·flection 10·~ 

Mr. Je.nnings, who took good ca.re he 
got the soft end of it. · I want to aga.in 
st:r.ongly protest against the vote for 
the Marine and Fisheries Department 
being ta.ken up a,nd considered until 
a r·esponsible head of that depa.rtment 
is in the Ho·use· to give some1 explana
tion concerning the depa.rtment. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:-Mr. Chait 
ma.n, when the House ope·ned a month 
ag·o· the Spee,ch ·from the 'Throne ·con
tia.ined the ndw noto·rious reference to 
a · Surplus: of Revenue which deceive·a 
the Government's proposers a.nd se·c· 
onders of the Add.ress· in b1oth House~ 

'in Revenue, last year, there was real
ly a deft.cit of two and a half million 

, . 

dollars which had to :b·e made up from 
the Surplus we le·ft in th.e Tre·aisury 
when we went out of o·ffi.ce. Bearing 
!this in mind we are not surprised. It 
will surprise neither the1 Hous:e nor 
the country to find th.at the· .Budget 
f:3peech of the Hon. ge,ntlema.n pres·ent
ed here last Wednesday was a ma.ster
piece of eva.sion, de·cepti·on and mis
rep1·esentation. It Wais not a Budget . . 

Speecl1, it wa,s only half a Budget 
~'3r>eech. It dealt me.rely with the 

' 

~tate of affairs covered by·· the clrt:"lin · 
ary Revenue and Expenditure ac
counts and it . carefully and purpll~ely 
n, ·r Jlded any reference whate.ver to the 
t ·fe1nendous burde1,.s imposed upon t)1e 
cru11try. through the policy of t1t~e1r e~\: 

travL.gance in '""hicJ1 this 1Govern1nent 
l.nR persisted from 1 ~·.e day it ab~;t1111ed 
orrice, when it dol1bled the salaritts c)f 
the· hea.ds of Departments and. increas 
ed the burdens of the· 1Colony by mill-

• 

ions Here is a docume·nt mis.called a 
Budget Speech, which contains not a 
reference to the Ra.ilroad, which is 
c·osting the country two ·and a half 
million, do1llars a ye·aJr, which contains 
not a reference to the· iniquitous dis ... 
tribt1tion of money for so-called relief 
pur·p,oses; that meant _$400,0·00 for th.e 
Ba.dger Ro·ad and $40·0,000 mor'e for 
the Deer Lake Roa(!; which con ta.in~ 
not a refer·ence to the loss of $4010,.,. 
'00·0 on supplies for the fishery, nearly 
1;20·0,0·0'0 10·n pit props, $235,000, on tht. 
notorious· fish deals, $15,1000 on salt, 
and will probably mean another $50,-
000 to $60,000 on the Ande·rson hous·
ing scheme, which ha.s b·een l1o·st sight 
of so far b·ecau.se of the greater scan-

. dalls that we have had to1 discuss. 
' 

·. · I intend now to de·al with this Bud-
• 

get in detail and to show that every 
~ine of it reeks with fals.eho,od, misre
presentation, and a studied attempt to 

and the country a,s a whole, uritil we 
W'ere able to e·xpose twenty-four deceive the Legislature, the country, 
hours la,te·r w·hat a fra.ud it wais and and the· outside world as to the con
that so far from there1 being a Surplus , dition o·f things tha;t exists h.ere and 

• 
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as to the m.ethods of th,e1 ·Governme,nt . 
in regard to public affairs. 

he does not think s,o is the fact that e·v 
ery day since the Budget Spe.ech wa.s 
delivered he has 'be·en having meetings 
of tl1e 1Gove·rnment and of his politictil 
Iia1 ty in this House, to c~,ns1i(ler meas
tr!'es to redu.ce the Estimates· he has 
l~d on the Table, so· as to comply in 
some degree with the demands of the 
Board of Trade and the businesrs c·o,m ... 
munity, who say the.y ca.nnot and will 
not supply for the fishery unless some 
reductions in taxation are made and 
some inducement is given them to crur 
ry 1on 'their busines;s witl1out fear , of 
being ruined by the ·Gov·ernme·nt's blun 
dering policy. 

In the Budget Spee1ch the Premier 
sa.ys at one point th.at "Ne·wfoun.dland 
ha,s passed through many pe,ri10,ds of 
depression, some mu.ch more sever& 
than thart of the pa.st and prese1nt 

•
1yea.r." If that is true, srir, it is,, I think 
the worst indictme·nt of the· · Govern
ment's policy, ,b,ecause never at any 
time in the1 pa.st history of th.e, country 
has here been anything like such a 
carnival of corruption, such a squand
er-mania, as has be·en pra.ctis.ed by the 
Government and its officials in thb 
past couple of years. He also implie~ 
thait the steps ta.ke·n by th.e Go·ve·rn 
ment t·o reduce expe·nditure and pro
mote economies-the word will cause 
a smile to everybody wl10 re,ads it
are being appreciated by the country, 
but where or how is this· appreciation 
being shown. Why, s-ir, at the ve·rY 
hour that the Premier wa.s ma\king 

, this Budget Speech the newspapers 
were appearing with full reports of a 
mass meeting held by the Board of 
Trade in its rooms O·n Water Street, 
in which Resolutio·ns were pa.s~1ed that 
were in effect BJ denurlciation of the 
Government's policy and ~ de1nand 
that drastic and sweeping r·eduction~ 

be1 made in the scale of expe·nditure in 
order to render possible a · reduction of 
ta.xa;ti-on without which. this me1etin.g de· 
clare·d it would be imp,ossible to ca~ry 
on the general business· o·f the coun 
try. Moreover, tihe se·ntime:nts of that 
meeti.ng have· been erndorsed by meet
ings held at Carb1onear, at Harbor 
Grace, at Burin, at Gran.d Ba,nk, and 
at Bay of Islands; .and the Manufact
tlrers Ass.01ciation in this city, and or
ganization o·f somewhat similar char
acte1r to the, B·oard of Trade, has ex
pressed by Resolution o·n its entire en. 
dorse·ment ·of th·e stand which, the-. Bd. 
of Trade took on Tuesday last. If, in 
'the light of that, the Premier thinks 

' . 

11is policy is receiving an endors'ement 
from the country he is very much mis
taken. The very best proof, too, tl1at 

• 

.Li\.nother evidence that the Gover11-
ment's policy is not beneficial is the 
'fact that so ma.ny ·b·usiness conce·rns 
have gone· to the wall within the past 
two years'. 'T'he day after he made 

· his Budget Speech, one of the prin
cipal concerns in the West E·nd of St 

• 

Joh.n's made an a.ss.ignment for the 
benefit of its creditors, under a pro·
pos'ition to compro.mise at fifty ce·nts 
on the dollar to be pa.id in three y·ears. 
The p~incipal of this concern was a 
very strong suppoi:ter 10,f the honor
a:ble gentleman at the last election 
a,nd he evidently cannot have had 
much hope of things as a result of the 
Premi'er's Budget Speech when, the 
day after it w~s delivered, he put his 
la.rge a.nd influential enterpris,e in the 
hands of a. receiver. But he is not 
tJ.1e only one. Last year anrother West 
End concern, the principal pa.rtner . in 
which ·wais the man who calle·d out th.e 
honorable gentle.man, attended the 01 

igin~J meeting when he was ch.osen as 
' a Party lea,der a.nd propo·se,d his selec 

ti:o·n for that pla.ce, went into liquida
. tion in the s.a,me wa.y. Still another 

concern. in the We,st End., not doing ·a 
su nplying business like the, previous - . two, but a dry goods business, a.ss1gn-
ed a few weeks a.go, and it would be 
in·feresting t,o get the opinion of the 
nrincinal of tha\t, firm, who considers 
hjmself one of the greatest financiers 
in the country, as to whether the pol . 
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icy of the honora.ble gentleman an<11 
·j1is frie 1nds has been a beneficial 0 1ne 
Jor this country, and to whether an aid 
ministration that Within two years ot 
~aking office has b1rought about such &., 

;state of affa.irs 3'S to oo·nfront almost 
the entire commercial community with 
insolvency, is entitled to claim any 
credit for its conduct of pu:blic. busi
ness. Let us see now in a la.rge way 
what has been the. result since the 
h·onorable gentleman took office, allo·w 
ing that the pe·riod up to the 3·0th of 
June next will be, let us1 say, two a.nd 
a half years, and here is what has 
happened since. In that period the 
Go~vernme,nt has spe11t at th.e rate of 
over $14,0100,000, nearly a millio·n and 
a quarter a month, and in spite 10·f all 
that there is destitution all over the 
country, there are thousands of men 
b·e·ing ke·pt ai'ive by the pauper's dole, 
or by the giving out of relief wo1rks 
either in snow shov·elling, pit prop 
cutting, or some other form of labo·r, 
which is only a.n alternative for feed
ing them thro·ugh the Poor Commis
sion. ·The amount the 1Government 

I 

has expended in this -two a;nd a half 
. ' 

years is, as a matte·r of fact, more 
than the value of the exports of. the 
country for the sa.me pe1riod. In other 
W·O·rds, the Government has spent e·v
ery cent that we have re·ceived for the 
export of all our commodities, fishery 
products, ir·on ore, pulp and paper, 
and so f.orth, and in spite of that fa.ct 
the ship of state is driving on the 
rocks to-day rudd~rless a.nd dismast
ed without any hope on the pa.rt of 
those in. ch~rge. ·O·f her of being able 
to do more than perhaps save their 
own political lives when she founders 
within the next . few months. Pe·rhaps 
before they leave her they will set fire 
to her, like· the "Diana" wa1s set fire 
to at the Seal Fishery, a few weeks 
ago. • • 

Here is ~ state·ment which shows the 
exact posi:tion ·Of the country to-da.y, 
a statement tha1t cannot :be truthfully 
questioned .or explaine·d away. For 

• 

the financial year 1919-1920 our party 
wa.s in office from ·July 11th to Nove.m 
ber 15th., and for the whole ·of that 
twelve months th.e ta\riff in 'fo·rce was 
our tariff and tb.e Reve·nue· collected 
was obtained thereunder. Whe·n we 
went out we secured from the Auditor 
General a statement whicb. showe<l 
that for the previous year, ending 1on 
the 30th of June, 1919, four months 
before the election, we left a Surplus , 
behind us of roughly, two a.nd three
q uarter milli·on dollars. Then, for the 
year 1919-20, under our tariff, our es
timates and our votes, a.nother Sur
plus of a million and a quarter doll ~ 

ars wa.s reallized of which, according 
to the best estimate, $7510,000 ·was ob
tained up to the time whe·n we left 
office, beca.use by that time· all the· im
,_•()r t s for the Fall and Winter trade 
had been b·r·o·ught in and the Revenue 
bad profited there.by. If you ac.ce·pt 
that date. as closing our record, we 
left to the present ·Gov·ernment a ca.sh 

'-
surplus of thre·e and a ha:lf m!llion 
dolla,rs, and if you a.gree that we 
·;vf·re entitled to the credit for the 
Surplus up to the end of the ne·xt June 
we left the·m fio.ur milli·on dollars in 
cash. B.ut, let us take the former fig
ure and the fa.ct rem~ns that when 
we went out, say at the1 end of Novem 
b.er 1919, there was three and a half 
million dollars in cash to the cre·dit of 
the Colo1ny in the Ba.nk of Mo11tre1al. 
The Revenue for tha:t fiscal year was 
$10,597 ,562, ~nd for se·ven months, di
viding it m.onthly, that would mean 
that the present Government collected 
·in the seven months $6,244,994. For 
the year 1920-21 the Re·venue was $8,-
441,267 and for the year that ends 
next J11ne the G.overnment estimates 
a Revenue of $8,953;00·0. 'T'his makes 
a, total Revenue for thirty-one months 
of $23,638,261, bt1t in addition the Go,v 
ernment ra.ised last year another L1oan 
·Of $6,000,000, and ha,.s ralised this ye·a.r 

another Loa.n of $6,0'00,010,0, and with 

three and a half million do,llars in the 

Surpl11s ·Trust Fund, this makes a to 
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1,261,266 
12 

tal of $39,138,261. This, divided by 
thirty- one, gives $1,261,266 each 
moµ;th, which sum, m.ultiplied by 12, 
gives a t 1otal exf)enditur.e by the Gov
ernment of $15,135, 192 each yea.r. 
T'hat, Mr . . C'hairman, and not $9,00·0,
oOO, as the Premie.r WOllld have the 
I-louse believe·, is the record ·Of expen 
diture by the present Go·vernment 
since taking ofllce. Every month they 
spent $1,261,266, or, saJy, a million a.nd 
a quarter dollars a mon'th, fifteen mil
lion dollars a yeajr, the sum total of 
the expendit~re from drdin~.ry Re· 
venue a.nd the expenditure from Loa.ns 
because no 10·ne :but a fool will argue 
that the Government should not add 
the two together. T'his is ba{d enough, 
lY.llr. 1Chairman, but I want to point out 
further that this amount, $15,.000,000 
a ye·ar, i8 alm1ost as much as the va?lue 
of our exports la.st year, or almost 
the valu.e of our whole e·xports this 
yea.r. This mea;ns, to pu.t it another 
way, that every d·ollar that comes in
to this ·Colony in return for the sale 
of our fishery and other products ab~ 
road~ is taken by the ·Government ~d 
spent a.gain, leaving· noth.ing wha:te·ver 
f·or the· pe·ople to maintain th.emselves 
except whatever they ma.y have rec.eiv 
ed, and .another yea.r or two· of th.is 
can mean only ba.nkruptcy. The proof 
of this is · found in the fact that thou
sands of ·our people are destitute to
day and that our mercantile commun
ity is s.taring b·ankru.ptcy in th.e fa,ce. 
I give the foregoing in ta.bular form: 

REVENUE 

1919-20 (10,597 ,562) 7 months $6,244,994 . 
1920-21 8,441,267 
1921-22 8,952',0·00 

LOANS. 
Surplus Trust . . $3,500,.000 
1921 Loan . . . . 6,000,000 
1922 Loan . . . . 6,000,00·0 

• 

$23,63~,261 

15,500 ,00-0 

Per Mo·nth .. • • • • 

----· 
For 12 mo·nths . . . : $15,135,192 

I know the Prime Minister will say 
that he has still two and a half mil-.. 
lions of this ye·ar's Loan unspe·nt, but 
I would remind him that there are 
two ·and a half months of the fiscal 
year yet unexpired and that at his 
present rate of spending the·re .wo.nt 
be much left of it on th.e 30th of July, 
which is th.e period that my ·calcula
tions exten.d to. 

I-Iere is anothe·r way ·of putti11g this 
m~tter of the· country's present P·Osi
tion : _JT'he exports for this year will 
bring into the Colony a.bout $16,00·CJ, 
00·0 in mon.ey; the 101an will .b·ring· in ab 
out s1ix million dollars more, makin~

twenty-two millio1ns altogether, which 
ma.y be described as the country' s in 

' 

come for the twelve months. Against 
that the p ·remie·r e·stimates to get $9,-
0·00,000 ·of Revenue. _ T'his is ju.st 41 
per cent of the income repres.ented by 
the cash value ·Of the exports' and the 
cash fro·m the Loan. If you take 40 
per cent . of the $16,000,00·0 it is $6,-
400,000, an.d if you deduct that from 
the sixteen million dolla.rs at which 
our exports are valued, you ha.ve $9 ,-
600,000 le.ft to be divided amongst the 
250,000 people who live in the c·ountry, 
as their earnings ·for . the ye·ar. This 
makes $38 a he·ad, S·O· that the a.ctual 
fact is that ·out O·f every $10·0 ·e,arned by 
our peo·ple $62 g·oes into the Custom 
H·ouse and ·O·nly $38 is1 left for his sup 
port T·his mean.s that a family of five 
is expected to get along 01n $190, which 
is impossible, of C·ourse, except unde1'" 
starvation conditions, and these a.re 
precisely the co·nditions that are fa,c-
ing the country at the pre·sent time. 

B·ut, I a.sk, Mr. Chairman, is it sut 
prising that this sh·ould be the ca.se 
whe11 we r·emember what has happen
ed since this ·Government took office 
at the end of 1919. Th.e first thing 

39,138,261 they did was to impose a burden 01 
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nearly $3,000,000 on the country for 
the next year thr·o·ugh t1he oper·ati6n 
of the Railroad, by a C·ommis1sion he·ad 
ed by Mr. Coa.ker, and the providing 
of new rolling stock an.d othe·r equip
men t, all of which the country has to 
pay for. 'T'hen; .as we1 know, Mr. Coak 
er felt ·called upon to go into bus1 -
ne·ss of importing· sal't, ·C:hiefiy, of 
course for the be1nefit of the F. P. "D. 
That matte·r is now b·eing investigated 
but in response, to, a questi:on of mine 
last· week . the following informatio·n 
wa.s give,n, that the steamer "1Tucka-

, hoe" brought to Port Union ~ cargt> 
of ab·out 4,'000 to·ns of salt at a cost 
of $61,500; that this was· sold to var .. 
ious . people, and so far $23,0·00 .ha.s 
been received, and 3' sum of fo·ur 
thousand is still o·utstanding on ·ac 
count of this salt imported. here near
ly four ye,ars a.go, and that even if 
all o·f this laitte·r amount is paid~o·f 
which I have som.e doubtsr-the lo·ss to 
the 1C'olony on the transaction will b~ 
$34,6010, say $35,000 in round figure·s. 
This salt cost .about $4.40 a hogshe·ad 
and it .was sold f.o·r $1.90 ·~ hogshea,d, 
surely a striking '.example of bus.ine·ss 
capacity ·on the part of the w·onderful 
Mr. 1Coaker. T1he next thing .Mr. c :o.ak 
er clid a.fter having committed the 
Colony to th.is sadt transaction, 
was to committ it to buying 
nea.r ly forty th.o·u.sand q uintals of 
fish in November 192·0, mostly, if not 
altogether, from his ,own supporters, 
because h.e claimed that it W8.J'1 neces• 
.'Sa.ry to kee.p up the price. In .con· 

' ne·cti·on with th.is transa.ctio·n I th.ink 
' 

the time has now co·me to say that twv 
men on Water Street-Mr. R. B. Jo·b 
and Mr. ·G. M. B~rr, are just as much 

' 

lresponsible as Mr. 1Coake·r for this 
' 

·disgraceful acti·on, :beca.us1e he could 
not have brought it off with.out their 
c.onnivance. The do·cuments alread.y 
tabled in this House show ·th~t M·r. 
Job's firm acted a.s bu.ying agent for 

I 

'9776 . quintals of fish for th~ .colo·ny, 
on account O·f the Government, on a 
commission of fifty qents a quintal, at 

\ 

• 

a cost of $108,000, and that the re-
• 

turns f.or this fish amounted to less 
tha.n $59,000. Mr. Barr b·ought 11,416 
quintals o·n account of th.e Governme·nt 
for which $i36,00·0 was paid, and the 
Colony got back ·only $39,596. The 
story ·of the tran.saction r·especting th.e 

' "Presid·ent 1Coaker's" cargo sinks in 
the n·o·strils of th.e. country, but the 
co·untry kno·ws e·nough now to b·e a.w
are tha.t this whole tra11s1action was 
engineered ,by Mr. 1Coa.k·er using Mr. 
Joseph Sellars as a sto·o1 pigeon, and 
the country ha.s formed its own opin
ion as to what is going to happen. On 
the fish b·ought by ,, Me·ssrs .. · Job the 
country got ba.ck about fifty cents. on 
the dollar. On the· fish b·ought by M'r. 
Ba.rt the. country got back only thirty
fi v·e cents in the dollar. On: the "Pres 
ident ·C·oa;ker's" ca.rgo the1 country got 
back only about twenty-five cents in 
the dollar. 'This, to my mind, was one 
of the most sha.meful tra.nsiactio·ns ever 

, perpetrated with public money in this 
country, and what is s.peciatlly discred 
itable ab,o·ut it · is that all of these peo 
ple did the·ir utmost to con,ceal the 

· fact from November, wh.en the tra.ns-
1 • -

.action took place, until the following 
April whe11 the Hous.e met, 31nd s.e
crecy was no longer possible. Every
body knows that all sorts of attiampts 
were made at the time this shameful 
·deal was p·ut through to find out whe
ther it had taken place or not. For 
instance, the Board of Trade sent let
ters to the Government seeking infor
maion a.bout it and wa.s treated with 
the greatest insolence, any informa
tion w.hatever being refused. Mr. H. 
R. Brooks, one of the Directors of Job 
Bros., was one of the corispiriators in 
sup·presslng all information regard
ing this transaction.. A few w~eks la
te1· Mr. Brooks went, a.way 'to Mon
treal and gave an interViiew to the· 
newspapeFs there in which he declar
ed that everything was rosy in this 
country, that all reports to the c.o·n
tra.ry were misleiadihg, and that New
foundland was favored by Providence 

• 
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i11 that it ~as esca.ping the· dep·ressionl lernment lindertook to bear the whole 
that preva.1led everywhere else. Mr. cost, while in other cases b.usiness 
Broo·ks lent the a.uthority of his posi- n;ien had to carry half the burden 
tion as President of the Boa.rd of the1nselves. The result of this busin
Trade to this notoriously false state- e1ss is even more startling. Here the 
ment, and ,only that the Le.gislature Government put out i11 the matter of 

.h~.d to meet, he and those con.nected fishery sup·plies ab.out $430,000 iand 
. vv.ith him would have kept the publi.c got back $20,00-0, mak·ing a loss · of 
from any knowledge of this fraud up $10,000. · I quote these figures from 
to the p·resent time. the Auditor-Ge.neral,'s Report, and 

The next development after, the salt they are to me a shocking confession 
and fish scandals was the· pit prop of i11capacity 'on . the part of the . gov
cutting of last year. In re·ga.rd to this ernment, that steps were no~ taken by 
transaction my criti.cism is not aga.inst 'vh.ich some proper returns should 
the Govern.ment for giving relief have been got. 
wh.ere relie1f was ne~ces.s·ary but for the As soon as the people were fitted 
failure to sell the material when it out for the fishery then began the scan 
might have qee·n s,old during th.e ear- dal of work on the ro-ads. Herc· in 
ly part of last year. At the, last ses- St. John's we have the crowning ex-
sion I urged time and again that the ample of this in the Road-de-Luxe. A 
Government should avail of some of quarter of a mile of r.oad in the West 

::.the offers that wer·e bein.g made to .E11d built at a cost of about $30,000 
,the~ and even should have sold the by thP Premier's h~nchm.an, 'vl10 fig-
/material at a loss rather than to. have ': ured recently in the Ma.gistrate's 
it l~ft on their hands and be of no <.;ourt, being . prosecuted criminally by 

:.earthly use whatever. The material . the Go·ver11ment for misappropriation 
: will be taken or wiill rot and 'the C·OUn of funds. I don't need to delay tlie 
'' ~, try will -get no benefit whatever. If House l)y describjng the conditions 

l, the Government ~ol.d the pit props fo·r 'vhich existed in regard to that work. 
only fifty cents on the dollar, like 'l,he utter a.nd apsolute , waste of pub
they did the fish, there would be· some lie money that went on there, and 
return, but, as -it is now, the fa·ct goes the absence· of anything like a proper 
on. recor·d that they had pit props iand. 1check or safeguard. to protect the coun 
pulp wood cut a year ago to the . try and the, taxpayers. ,That road. ·ac
a.mount of $192,000 and got back less cording to the Auditor-General's Re ... 
t11an $9,000 to offset the account, ac- port, cost about $30,000, when it 
cording to the Auditor-General's Re- .7o~ght to have been built for less than 
port. Then came the Spring and sum five tl1ousand, . and th.ere were other 
mer a11cl the giving out of supplies. roads abo11t St. John's that have not 
Here·, again., I . do not blame the gov- figured in the police records so far, 
ernment for assisting needy families, at iany rate, that we·re marked by the 
but I do siay that no car·e or discrim- same wholesale s.quandering of mo .. 

ination wa.s tal\:en in regard to this 
expe11diture and that large numbers 
of people were given this concession 
who did not need it because they were 
supporters of the present Gove·rn1nent 
and friends of the men who sit on the 
opposite side of the I-Io1use. In some 

' 

cases, I am told, men were instructed 
tc> issue fishery supplies, and the gov-

nies. 

But this was only a flea bite com
pared with the expenditure· up: in the 
country on the Badger Road, and the 
Deer La1\:e Road. IIere is what the 
Auditor-General 
two: --

says about these 

Badger-Ilall's Bay Road cost $365, .. 



i 
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205.07; Deer Lake-Bonn~ Bay Road 
cost $329,523.59. 

On these two roads there was thus 
expended a sum of $700,000, in round 
figures, and the Auditor-General says 
in connection · with. them: 

"During my tenl1re of office as Au .. 
" ditor-General I 11ave never known of 
" an expenditure so unproductive of 
'' even moderate . re·sults as that in 
'' connection with these two roads, 
" (Badger-Hall's Bay and Deer Lake
" Bonne Bay). These roads may have 
" been, and doubtless were, a neces
·' sity, but u.nder existing financial 
"circl11nstances they could not be1 ·af
•' forded. The necessity which br6ught 
"about their construction did not, in 
" my opinio11, exist tcJ the extent rep
" resented, while there was un.doubt .. 
" edly much une·mploymen.t at the 
" time they were started. and consid
"erable d.estitution, yet the ,cure 
" for that should have been found in 
" the fishing industry. At no time in 
" the history of Newfoundland, to my 
" knowledge, has it been n.ecessary to 
'"find employment for some 5,000 men 
'' during the fishery season, even with 
"fish at its low·est, and this se1ason it 
" would have been better for these 
" men and infinitely better for the Col 
" ony's fihances if they had continu
" ed their proper vocation." 

There, is the testimony of the Au
ditor-General as. to this work. There 
is a,n a.nswer to the claim of the Pre
mie·r that the country has seen worse 
periods of depressi'on than the exist
ing. The· Auditor-General says . that 
'never in the history of the Colony 
, 
was it found necessa.ry to employ 5,-
000 men at w1ork of this kind during 
the fishing seaso11. Consequently the 
Premier stands convicted of either 
inisrepresenting co11ditions in · his Bud 
get Speech or of giving em.p1loyment 
last Su1nmer to thousands of men 
when th.ere was no necessity for it, 
and of spending $7001,000 of money 
.porrowed a few weeks pre,viously, on . . 

u11productive works, when the bulk 
of the men engaged on these two 
roads should have been carrying on 
the fishe~y. This work, and road 
work in the different districts on 
whi~h $75,000 more was spent, ' car
ried things along until tow.ards the 
end of the year. The price of fish was 
low, dep,ression was widespread, and 
tl1e outlook \Vas far from encouraging 
To meet the conditions which we·re 
evident at the last session, to finance 
all these and other undertJakings the 
(1 ' J 

.xovernme11t had to raise a. Loan at 
the last session of $6,000,000. More 
fha.n half of· this rr1,oney ,vas .given to 
the Reids, W'ho were denounced by 
the Pr·emier in his Mamifesto and 
from eve.ry P'latform he addressed i11 
the last election, as incapables, blun
derers and triflers ·with the business 
they hiad in 11and, and denou11ced them 
bitterly t'vo years ago when he in
troduced the first railway legislation. 
When wi11ter was app:r:oachi11g it be-

• 

came necessary to find other work and 
then it was decided to undertake a 
lot .of improvements to the Railroad. 
Accordingly it was decided· to change 
the line of track at Irving Station, 
near Top.sail, at Kelligrews, and at 
other places, and according to a state-
ment furnished here within --the pa,st 
day or two the amount of $192,000 
was spe11t for this purpose~ If you 
add this to the $400,000 previously 
spent on the Argentia terminal you 
begin to realize the reckless manage
r11ent, and t1tter waste that has char
acterized every feature of the opera
tions of; th.is govern~ent since taking 
power. l know tha.t here, a.gain, I w'ill 
be told that Sir (}eorge Bury recom
mended these expenditures, but n1y an 
swer to this is: 

The Railroad has bee·n r11nn.ing in 
this country f,o·r over thirty years 
and surely, if the track at these places 
served for all that time, it would have 
lasted a few years l1011ger ltntil the 
coun.try got on its feet again, instead 
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of spending thousands of dollars for 
this purpose. 

Then, with the New Year, ca1ne the 
spending of thousanrts on snow shov
elling. Last winter, the worst for 
snow St. John's had seen for a gener
ation, it was imposs.ible to get 1about 
the streets. Not a dollar of public 
n1oney could be found to shovel snow 
.a11)Twher.3 Gxcept in the District of Hr 
Main, where a bye-election was in 
progr~ss and where between six and 
s,ever1 thousa.nd dollars wa.s sp·ent for 
this purpose; but this year money was 

. ihro,vn out by wholes.ale all over the 
country in the most unproductive of 
all kinds of work in this country in 
the winter time-snow shove·lling 
t l ' ... 1at gives no rett1rn wh.atever. And 
yet, in spite of thfs. the, Premier tells 
us that N ewfo11ndland has seen worse 
periods of de1pression than those we 
are now going through. In the Pre
mier's Bu.dget S1Jeech last wetk he 
claimed that my estimate last year or 
·~he amount h.e wot1ld need to spend on 
Supplemental Sup·ply was greatly ex
a,ggerated, and that he was actually 
spending only about half my esti1nate 
which " 'as some"There about a inillion 
and a half dollars. He takes great 
credit for havin.g kept the amou11t of 
Supplemental Supply so low, but, of ' 
co11rse, it is easy to s'ee h<'W he did 
it. He charge·d enormous· sums 

... against the L.oan.s and cut them out 
,of Supplen1ental Supply ialtogether. 
.Here is an example. In answer to a 
questio11 tabled by l}J.e a few days a.go, 
a state1nent .was furnished last Friday 
" -eek, March 31st, sh.owing the am.ount 
,expended for poor relief in 'the vari
ous electoral districts, from the first 
of July, 1921,- up to date, as $17,615, 
and the Commissioner of Public Char .. 
~ties estimates that th.e amounts 
wl1ich will probably be required to be 
Jpent for this · purpose on the elector
al districts for the res1t of the fiscal 
}·ear, will be from fifty to fifty-five 
thousand dolla.rs. In other worns· 

during this ye~r tl1ere will have bee.n 
spent in the districts the su~. of $200_ 
000 for poor relief . over and above the 
grants for the purpose, and yet in his 
statement of St1pple1nental Sup.ply put 
on the table to-day, the Pren1ier shows 
th~t. he is asking no vote for th.e, de·part 
n1ent of Public Charities at all. ....\s I 
say, he charges tl1is amount against 
the Loan and consequently does not 
show it in Supplemental Supply. An
ot:Q.er s'trilring example of this sort of 
tl1ing is found in one of the early par
agraphs of the Budget Speech, in 
'vhich he deals with the condition of 
affairs for the fiscal year which ended 
on the 30th of Ju!le 1921. That Bud
get Speech wa,s delivered on l\Iav the 
25th that year, within five weeks of 
tl1e closing of the fiscal year on June 
30th. T'l1en, o11 ' lVIay the 25th, he es
timated, with the concurrence of the 
..A .... uditor-General, that the a.mou.n't to 
the credit of the Surplus Trust Fund 
on the 30th of June would be $3,001,-
18 . I would ask the H.ouse to care·· 
fully note the a.mount-slightly ~ver 
three million dollars. The Premier 
comes in this yea.r iand in his Budget 
speech, on the second page, he tells 
us that t.he amount to the credit of the 
. Surplus Trust Fund on the 30th of 
iJune. last was only $2,671,483, or $428,-
702· less than he estimated a year pre 
·viously. Now, the point I want to 
impress upon the Ho11se and, the coun
try is that in the five w·eeks of last 

f 

~,.ear, between the 25th of May, when 
. the Budget Speech ""as delivered, and 
the 30th of June, when the nscal year 
closed, $428,000 of the· Surplus Trust 
Fund disiappeared. It vanished. and 
there has been no explanation given 
of what became of ·it. I can tell the 
IIouse what . became of it. A whole lot 
of amounts that should have been in
Gluderl in the, ordinary expenditure of 
the Colony, and ''rhich if they had 
been so included would have left the . 
PrP.1nier with a deficit, w·ere charged 

against the St1rplus Trust Fu11d as 

• 
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extr13ord.i11a .. ry accounts, and the Sur
plus Trust Fund '\\'"a.s reduced by this 
much, and then the balance w~as put in 

• 

to the credit of the ordinary accounts 
of the year so as to en.able the Pre-
1ni er to show a Surplus of $158,000 
fr.01n his Surplus Trust and Revenue. 

' 

In this sort. of financial jug.gling the 
Premier is an expert. We have seen 
i1umerous instances of it in this 
House, and I only quote it here as an
other pr1oof of ho·w u.tte:rly unreliable 
this Budget or the last Budget Speech 
is, of the actual condition of things 
existing in regard to the country's fl·· 
nanci al affairs. 

Now I return to the matter ·of ex...; 
penditure·s and once more recall to the 
House the essential figures regarding 
the cutting of pit p1rops the present 
winter. In spite, of the shocking ex
perien.ce of last year the gover11ment 

·~went into the san1e business the past ' 
\ 

'winter on a scale three times a:s liarge. 
·They gave out contracts amounting to 
a million and a half dollars, and the 
011ly thing th.ey can put forward now 
in defence ofl the situation is that ac-

1 cording to them only about a third of 
these pit props will be cut, and that 
therefore, insrte1ad of having to 

face a loss of a million and a half 
dollars we will only have to face a 
loss of a inillio-n dollars. Of course 
in these ti1nes and with the scale of 
expenditure p·revailing that this gov
ernment has introduced, the expendi.
ture of .a half a million dollars is on- · 
ly ' a bagetelle, because th.ey 'vill a.rgue 
that when they run out of m·oney they 
,v'ill get ai1other Loan, and . that will, 
~t any rate·,' carry th.em over the elec-

.. tion in th.e Fall of 1923,i but that sort 
of thing will no~ satisfy the business 
people who see tl1at this is the road 
,to rui~ and who are now demanding 
that some practical form of retrench
ment must be instituted. We were 
told a month ago that the Gove·rnment 
had an option from a firm in New 
York on all the pit props and that 

tl1ey expected to get rid of them with
out any loss, but in reply to a ques
tion \vhich I put last week, the Pre
n1ier is n.ot prepared to say that these 
people will buy the material, and I 
make th'e prediction now that the end 
o:: this year's pit prop· experiment will 
be the same as last year, that is, the . 
country will be stuck for almost the 
entire amount. 

There is one other i.ten1 of expendi
ture, small, it is true, but absolutely 

:i11defensible, which. I propose now to 
put lJefore the country fully and clear 
ly. I refer to' the Anderson housing 
_scheme. ~...,or years past the public 
have been plagued witl1 the writings 
and speeches of Hon. John Anderson 
about his great scheme fo'r building 
houses for the poor in St. J ohp..'s. We 
would not take· l1im seri.ou.sly when 
0 1ur government wa.s. in powe·r and be
cause of that he beca_me a bitter op
ponent and vilified us unceasingly. 
When this govern1nent got in he 
f.o.ond th.e1m e·asie1r to mana.ge. E'very- · 
body with a been in his bonnet, with 
any crazy scheme wl1atever, seen1s to 

·have been able to unload it on to the 
' 

·government. Two yeia.rs a.go, Mr. An
' derson induced the government to 
bring in a Bill here to guarantee the 
Interest on. money to put up a lot of 
houses for the working pe.op·le. He 
induced the Gover·nor and the Gover
nor's wife to go up to the place "there 
the houses were to be built and cut 

' 
the first sod, or1 lay the corner stone, 
or something. He had brass bands and 
pr.ocessions and all sorts of devices 

I 

to advertise himself and his scheme, 
ai1d in due· time thirty houses appear
ed on a field up peyond the baseball 
fields. A · few days ago I tabled a 
Ql1es·tion regardng these houses and 
got. an answer which throws some 
light on what I con.sider on.e of the 
worst ·scandals connected with the 
present Governm.ent's career. Accord 
ing to Mr. Anderson's scheme his com 

. pany w·as to: have a capital of $2,000-
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000 in $100 shares, 1and was to build 
• 

600 hou1s1es. Only half the mone)"' was 
to be raised at first and then, w.hen 
the scheme had a.dvanced th.at far, the 
:b.alance of the stoc·k wa.s going to be 
offered to the public. The gener·al 
impression. was that a lot of rich m.eh 
on Water Street were goin.g to put up 
the m·oney to build. these house1s, and 
Mr. Anderson gia·ve on. various occa
sions a list of all the prominent peo .. 
ple w·ho had · undertaken to take 
shares. I have gone carefully thru' 
the list and I find that it includes re
presentatives of e··v-ery business house 
in the city, men of the foremost , in 
-011r commercial life., and practically 
e"\reryb1ody in St. John's who might be 
said to be a ''snug'·1 man. The list o:r 
:these people covers a wh.ole pa.ge on 
the Hansard for 1920, and if these peo-
ple we.re· really in the scheme i1t would 
to be one that ought to succeed, but I 
find to my astonishment w·hen I g·ot a 
reply to my answer to-day, that · not a 
·single man of all these, and the·Y in
clude representatives in both Houses 
of the Legislature, put a dollar into 
this scheme, except 'the Hon.. J. D. 
Ryan., the President of the . Legisla .. 
'tive ·Council, who· put into it the sum 
of: $100, and all the other people who 
took stock in it were poor people liv
ing on the back streets .::1nd the high
er levels ·a.nd who, I suppose1, believed 
that they ""ere going into a . big thing 
in the company of so·me· o·f th.e wel
t hi est people in St. John's. The most 
astot1nding thing in connection w'ith 
the sch.eme is that Mr. Anderson, the 
man who was w·orking his fingers to 
th.e bor1e according to hin1self, on be
half of the people· of Sit. John's who 
were ,vithout decent homes, didn't P.ut 
a dollar into it, and that of all the 
people who composed the Board of 
Directors of the Compar1y, not a m1an 
of them put a doll~r int-0 it either. I 
a1n sure the House and the country 
will be as much, surprised as I was 
when I read the list, when I tell th.em 

that all the stock that was ta.ken in 
this wonderful Anderson housing 
scheme w~ts, ap·art from Mr. Ryan's 
$100, thei sum of $2250 c.pntributed in 
$20 and $50 and $100 a.mounts. by 
some fifty-nine p·e<)ple, all of them, l 
should think, of the working men 
class and all of whom, If am sorry to 
say, ""ill lose every cent of their in
vestment unless the government 
comes to their relief. Tl1e Govern-· 
ment, under th.e Act we pa.ssed two 
years ago, mer·ely gua.rantees these 
people the Interest on their money 
for t'venty years at five per cent. At 

• 

the end of the twenty' , years they will 
' lose their Principal entirelJ" t1nless 
' 

the Government helps them out. With 
tl1is pitiful sum of $2250 Mr. Anderson 
:a11d his fellow phila.nthropists started 
t4) build thirty houses. His estimiate 
was that the houses were to cost 
$1500 each. When the Houses were 
built it was found they cost roughly 
$3,000 each. T·he total cost, accord
ing to the Auditor-General's Re·port, 
iH over $88,000. Of course it was pre
posterous to. talk of building thirty 
houses w.ith $2250, or ·1ess than the 
cost 10f one. house, and therefore these 
philanthropists who contributed noth
ing themselves to the thing, went 
d·own to· the .gover·nment a,nd induced 
the government to go guarantee to 
the Royat Bank for them for the sum 
of $50,000 to help to put up· the hous ... 
es~ and as the .$50,000 W1asn't enough 
these· i1hilanth'ropists still ow:e the 
Bank and various contractors for · 
supplies, another twel~Te or fifteen 
thol1sand dollars. The Auditor-Gen
eral has now recommended that the 
houses be sold and the government 
try an.d realize what it can out of the 
wrerk, b1ut I think I a.m safe in s~y
ing that the Colony"' will lose between 
$30,000 and $40,000 as a result of the 
Govern.ment giving its endorsement to 
tl::ii.s crazy scheme. In speaking on 
this subject I want to make a.n hon
orable exception of the firm of B,ow-

, 
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ring Bros., which un.dertook to take 
eight houses at $1500 to be sold on 
easy terms to trusted employees of 
their own firm, but when th.ey found 
t11at the houses would cost $3,000 they 
knew that the em.ploye,es for whom 
they i11ter1ded the houses could I not 
use ·tl1em, and therefore they paid the 
pl1ilanthropists for the houses iand 
n1et their· loss like men.. T'he coun
try, though, is going to be stuck for 
the cost of the other houses. While 
I am on the. subject I might say that 
I am informed by a legal gentleman, 
for whose opinion I have a high re ... 
gard, that the director·s in this con
cern who indu.ced these fifty-nine peo 
ple to put their money into the ven
ture when they put none of their own 
into it, are liable for a criminal pros-
. (~cution for obtaining money under 
false prete.n.ees and that pro·ba;bly they 
will live. to regret having had any
thing to do with .. the Anderson hous-

ing scheme. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, . I propf>se to 

cleal with another phase of this sub
ject. T.l1e Prime .Minister prides him
self on th.e fa.ct that he got a Revenue 
tl1e past year up· to his esti1natc a~d 
some,vhat above it. I would iask b1n1 
l1ow lie got that Revenue, and . then I . 
would a.nsw·er the question by saying 
that he got a ver"'! large part of . it 
through the loa.n.. In other w·ords, but 
for the Loari of six million dollars ob
tained at the last Session and spe·Il't 
throughout the country for the v~,ri -:
ous p·urposes to w·hich it was applied, 
h8 w·ould not have had a Rev~nue 
\V~ithin millions of what he received. 
All that money was brought into the 
c.ountry. It was taken by the govern .... 
·ment and it was spent for the· many 
purposes I have shown above~_ to pay 
for the salt and :fish transactions of 
lVIr. Coa.ker, n.ow being investigated, 
to pay for the pit props and pulp wood 
cut last winter and still on the hands 
of tl1e government; to pay for the 
Badger and Deer Lake roads, the 

Road-de-Ll1xe, and all the oth~r roads 
a.nd the various relief works given 
out, and to pay for all the other out
lays undertaken by the go·vernment 
apart from those 11rovided in the Es
ti1nates. Nearly a nlillion d·ollars was 
spe·nt on roads and similar services . 

' a.nd .as the taxations now in1posed ts 
between 60 and 70 p·er cent this meant 
tl1at 60 to 70 per cent. of all the mo ... 
ney paid out in this . way came back 
to the Custom House in the way of 
lluties on the necessarie1s of life that 
the .. workmen and their families had 
to 11ave. Of the. six million dollar 
Loan between three and four . m.illion 
dollars of it went ba.ck into the Cus ... 

' 
torn Ho1.1se and. that is the explanation 
of ho"\v the Premier made up1 his Rev
enue to the figure at 'vhich. it stands . 
He will, in the sa1ne way, be able to 
do the same thing for the coming 
year with anoth.er six milli1on dollars 
to spend throughout the country on 
railroads, roads, and other works, es
pecially public w:harves, because an · 
immense stock of material foi
·"~harves has been cut during the past 
winter; and every other purpose that 
the govern111ent will find itself o blig ... 
ed to spend this money on. Two
thirds of the outlay, in every case, will 
go baclt to the Custom House in the 
form of duties on th food and other 
necessaries of life. that the people will 
have to· buy. But that sort of thing 
cannot la.st fore,ver. We cannot keep 
on borrowing money a:t the rate of 
six millior1s of dollars a year indefi
nitely, an.d the longer we keep at it 
the sooner the crash must come and 
the whole country go down together. 
The masses of the pe1ople a.re reduc
ed to the direst poverty and distress 
already. A large · proportion of the 
public Reve.nue is being app1lied to
da.y for no other purpose than to keep 
alive thousands of people who would 
starve if relief wasn't given them. 
The "'business comm.unity is likewise 
on its beam ends. I don't exaggerate 

, 
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.·when I say that never sinca the days 
of the Bank Crasl1 ha.s the condition 
of the business p1eople of this cJuntrv .. 
been as bad as it is iat the present 
time·. Every week we hear of some 
concern going into liquidation and 
Saturday's papers tell us that three 
more are expected, to- follow suit this 
"reek. I ask the house soberly and 
sanely what is going to be the end of 
all this. Th.e Premier and some of 
11is active supporters ar,e, I bear, tak
ing the stand that the Board of Trade 
ought to relieve the people, and that 
now that the Boar·d 1of Tra.de has come 

. 

out with a declaration against the 
Government's p.olicy, · no otl1e.r relief 
is to be given, and the needy and un
Pn1ployed in.re to be thrown on. the 
nlercy of the merchants, but th.e ·mer-... 
chants are. not in a position to deal 
with these people, and if the Premier 
and his friends arre the patriots they 
profess to be, now is the opportunity 
for them to take up this work them-
. sel\·es; \vi th the immense sums the 
Members of the Government and their 
.party supporter·s in the House have 
.saved since taking office two and a 
half years ago, they· ought to be able 
to do a lot of supplying for the· fishery / 
tl1en1selves, and I put it to them now 
tha.t the·. opportunity exists and it is 
for them. to take 11old1 of it, and show 
the sincerity of their patriotism and 
the honesty of the policy they advo
cated at the polls in the Fall of 1919. 
Some· may think that I am exaggerat
ing the seri.ousness of this situation, 
but let me quote here some fig·ures 
,vhich will prove conclusively that I 
an1 not. I estimate that three years 
ago we had in this country between 
five thousand and six thousand m.en 
working 300 days a year· fo·r an aver
age of $3.75 a day, all on wo_rk pro
vided by outside companies, I me1an 
tl1e paper mills at Grand Falls and 
Bishop F,alls, and the logfing work in 

the winter . iri connection with the 

sa,me; the mining of iron ore at Wa-

bana, and the quarrying of limestone 
·at Port au Port, th.ese worlrs being 
apart altogeth.er from the fishery iand 
the undertakings associated witl1 it. 
The wages of these 5,000 to 6 J 000 men 
,v·ould a1nount to about $6,200,000. 
Tl1is year there will not be more. than 
a.bol1t 4,000 men occupied in these en1-
ployn1ents for about 200 days and the 
'""'ages will not exceed $2.50 a . day. 
This will inean an expenditure on 
these enterprises of only abou~ $2,000 
000. Here is a reduction of over fol1r 

' 

1nillion dollars in the e,arning pow·er of 
our people from one or two sources 
alone, and if you estim.ate that only 
fifty per cent. of this amount goes in
to the Treasury, it represents a direct 
loss to the Customs Revenue· of over 
t"\vo n1illion dollars. Now, this esti
mate for the present year is not, in 
111y opinion, an unfair one. The past 
'vi.r1ter the Harmsworth. people . had 
less than 50·0 men in the woods 
ag1ainst · 2,000 :;.ne11 tl1e pre·'\i"tous yeai-. 
At Bell Isla.nd we know the iron inin
ing companies only gave a certain 
amount of labour as an act of cha.rity 
a,nd widesp1read distress exists in 
Conceptio11 Bay, . becal1se the people 
there are· unable to get any unem
ployment to the inines. The11 the 
limeston~ quarry has been shut down 
altog·ether and there is no output 
from' it whatever. Under the·se circum
stances I d10 not see how we can ex
pect to get from these sources more 
tha.n the $2.,0010, 000 · I estimated, , a~.d · 
tha:t being so I think the Premier ts 
widely astray in his -estim.ate of what 
he will receive from Custom~ Re,v
enue for the next twelve months. 
"rhen. it must be remembered that this 
is money that is · coming in from out ... 
side, money furnished by Companies 
not directly interested in the fishery 
business, and if these curta.il on the 
basis I mention, and the fish merch
ants are on their bea1n ends as we 
know they a.re, where is the employ-

me·nt to come from, where is the Rev-
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enue to be got from, how is the coun
try to keep its head above water. 

The Pre1nier makes a great point , 
1of the fact that there are twenty inil
lion dollars in the Savings Bar1ks, but 
he conveniently ign.or~s that there is 
very little money on deposit · receipts 

· in the Canadian Banks doing business 
here. In all previous years the state
ment showing savings has been made 
up of two items, first the saving prop
er· and seco.nd the amounts on deposit 
receipts and beari11g interest. I have 
in my hand the statement furnished 
~o the· House in connection W,itl1 last 
year's Buclget by the Audit-General's 
Department, giving these two items 

I 

toge·ther. That statement show·ed 
that there was on the tw·o accounts 
the following sums: 

1916 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $13,437,367 
1!~17 • • • • • • • • . .. • • • • 16,110,924 
lf•18 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 17,96~,313 
.1919 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 26,.553,27~l 

1920 • • • • • • . • ' • • • • • • • 21,792,899 

' 

Of these· total surns th.e amounts un·· 
rler the two heads were as follows:-
1916. . . . . . $1,146,760 $12,289,607 
1917. . . . . . 1,229,287 14,881,36;7 
1918 . . . . . . l, 2 2 7' 2 5 8 16 '7 3 5 ,1Q 5 5 
1919. . . . . . 5,533,897 21,019,375 
1920. . . . . . 1,248,9~1 20,543,937 

By a study of these figures it will 
be seen that in lPlG, 1917 and 1918, 
there was abou't .a million iand a quar
ter dollars on deposit receipts in the 
(Ja,nadian Banks, bearing three per 
twelve millions to sixteen and three-
q t1arter millions i.n the Savings Bank 
deposits. In. 1919, tl1e last year w·e 
held office, ther·e was a tremendous 
increase. in both classes of deposits. 
Tl1e money ori deposit receipts in-

1 creased by four n1illion dollars, and 
.the money in the Savings Banlrs in
creased by over four and three-quar
ter million dollars. In that one year 
tllere w·as an increase in savings by 
our peop.Je of nearly nine million dol-

lars. But wh.at happ1ened? The pres
ent Govern.ment took office, they 
iadopted the iniquitous fish regulation 
policy, and for the next twelve. mionths 
the mon.ey on deposit rece·ipts in the 
Canadian Banks was reduced. frorn 
five and one·-half million.s to one and 
one-quarter million dollars. I take 
that to mean that this money, 'vhicl1 
was chiefly put there by business peo 
ple, had to · be withdrawn d11ring 1920, 
to the· tun.e of four and a hialf million 
dolla.rs to m.eet losses ca11sed largely 

' b)t tl1e fish.ery regulations. This ex .. 
posure was, of course 1 so da1naging to 
tb.e present Premier's case that he 
avoided referring to it this year, but 
I shall put a question on. the pa.per to 
ascertain the amount held by the Ca
nadian Banks on deposit receipts up , 
to th~ end of last year. With regard 
to the Savings Bank opinions differ 
as to the class of people· w·ho ha.ve 
this m.oney in t}\e Ba.nks. S91ne of it, 
no doubt, belongs to fisherrn.en, but 
n1ost of it, I understand belongs to 
people who have to rely upon it for 
their support entirely, and these peo
ple are well advised, in my opinion, 
to hold on to it, because as things 
· 1ook at pre1sen.t the ·country is. like·ly 
to have to face desperate conditions 
before it takes a turn for the better 

• again. 
Another evasion by the Pre·mier I 

would ca.II attention to here,. a,nd that 
is with his state1nent as to the Pub-

" 
lie Debt of the country. Thi~ he will 
no doubt claim is critically correct be 
cat1se rhe is care·f.ul all through to re
fer to it as the funded debt, and 11e 
shows the net fun.ded debt as at the 
30th of Ju11e next at $51,930,226, or 
say, $52.000,000 in round figures. To 
reach this result 11e deducts $2,000,000 
of a Municipal. Debt and $1,000,000 for 
the reduciion of the. debt occasioned 
by the Loa:q ra.ised by Sir ;Robert Bond 
in. 1895, to save the country in the eris 
is of that time, but he suppresses al
together the fact that w.e owe the Brit 
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-ish Government two million dollars 
lent to us during the, War, and which 
is as mu.ch a p·art of the Colony's debt 
a.s any otb.er of its obligations. The 
only difference is thiat ·" re gave the 
Irnperial Governn1ent an I.O.U. for 
this amount and did not issue bonds 
for it, but an.y honest statem.ent of the 
Colony's obligatio11s would include it, 
so I say the net Public Debt should 
be $54,000, 000 instead of $52,000,000. 
The next thing I want to call atten
tion to is the Pren1ier's state1nent that 

• 
he reduced the expenditure of the Co- · 
lony by $2,000,000 last year. 

I assert, and I ch1..:tllenge truthful 
contradiction of my statement that no 
genuine honest reduction of public 

• 
' 8xpenqiture has taken place under 
tnis Government. Tf they have jugg
led with the accounts so as to make 

: a fictitious reduction in one quarter, 
·they have more than doubled the ex
penditure somewhere else. The fig
ures that I have already quoted prove 
this conclusively, an.d ~f it argued 
that I am sp·eaking as a pa.rtisan., I 
n1ade that criticism by quoting from 
a body that is distinctly non-partisan. 
I refer to the Board, of Trade and to 
its annual report adopted at the end 
of Jianuary last, ir1 which it says: 'The 
Governn1ent must set an honest ex
an1ple of strict econon1y, extending 
to all its departments and m.ust adopt 
a drastic policy of retrenchment. It 
can assist employment and the devel
opment of the country by offering 
generous inducements to attract cap-

1 j 

ital, such as the favorable granting of 
timber· lands and mining Jicenses, and 
the temporary remission of duties and 
taxes; but it must guard against the 
possibility of involving the country in 

I 

n.I1ancial loss by entering into agree-
ments providing large guarantees." 

That is the op1i11ion of the Board of 
Trade as expressed at its annual nleet 
ing some three week.s iago, and the 
same body directed other serious crit

-~cisms at the policy of the Govern-

ment in regard to· the taxation on our 
exp.orts and the interference wit}\ the 
legitin1ate workings of the com1ner
cial concerns of the country. 

However, as the Premier has claim 
ed that he matle .. a bona fida redt1ction 
i.n expenditure amounting to $2 000,-

. ' 
000, I have put a question on the Or·-
der Paper asking for the details of · . 
the 8an1e, and when we g~t them be-
fore us we can then. examine them 
and point out to the HousP and the 
cot1ntry what I believe will be found 
to be the case, that they are not gen
uine reductions and that the amount 
they represent, which he gives as . . 

$2,000,000, will be largely exceeded by 
expenditures in other directions . 

It will be observed, Mr. Chairman, 
that I have not clealt at any length 
in this review of th.e Budget Speech 
with the question of the Railway and 
its future, because we· have been in.
formed that Railway legislation is to 
be introduced at this sessio·n, and re
port says that it is _to take the form 
'of terminating the Reid Company's 
contract. As the government is not 
ready to decllare its polic3r on this 
questio11, ·we must "w·ait and see' what 
it is, but I have nd hesitation in say
ing that whatever it may be it is go- · 
ing to mean an enormous additional 
charge upon the Colony and going to 
P.r·o·ve· another crowning e1xample_ of 

·'. the inability of the present govern
. ment to· grap·ple " 'ith the problems . 
'put before the·m. When this gove.rn
ment took office two iand a half years 
ago it was with the distinct pledge 
that it was going to com.pe I the; Re ids 
to carry out their contract, to make 

I 

tl1em toe ·the n;tark, and to see that 
the cou11try got justice at their hands 
Instead of doing this, though, the 
counlry has beeri ble·d white in order 
t<) make things easy for the Reids, to 
give them an opportunity to work the 
road without losing a cent of tl1eir 
own money, and to miake the Colony 
the victim all through the piece. Be-
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ginning in June 1920 the w:onderful 
Mr. Coaker thought he could ru.n the 
'Rail way as well as everything · else, 
and ha.ving then a good deal more 
power in the Government tha.n he has 

that mo11ey, and whait prospe,ct there 
. is of their ever getting it. 

· to-day, he forced the Exe·cutlye- no 
do1ubt a.gains1t their bette·r judge·meilt
to ere.ate a c·ommissio·n with himself in 
charge of it, to show 11o:w well he 

; 

could maniage the R.ailwa.y syste1n. 
'I'he result, w·e know, is that instead .of 
reducing the deficit h.e increased it 

• 

a11d where the Reids only overspent a 
milli.on and a half in a yea.r's opera
tion, he overspent two millions and 
a quarter. Besides that he forced the 

I , 

Govern.ment to allow him to spend a 
million dollars o:h providing rolling 

· stock and othe·r equipment, iand accord 
ing to rumor a very large proportion 
of this money w·ent into the p·ockets 
of Mr. Collishaw for providing lum-
1,er and other materials , and for com-

' , 

. nlissions on the purcha.se of .supplies 
and requirements for the ,rarious 
'N'orks that were unde.rtaken.. After 
•twelve ·-m.o·nths of this even the Gov-
ernment cc'uld not stomach a contin .. 
u.a,nce of Commission operation for 
a~other year, an(l the Commission 
went out of business, but accordi11g to' 
a.n answer to a question: of mine· last 
weel{, we find that the Commissio11 
left us a. legacy of half a million ' dol- · 
lars · which the Reid Company owes 
the Colony to-day-$100,000 which the 
Reids · agreed to pay towards the loss 
on operation in 1920-21 loss on the 

. \ 

operations of the steamers another · 
$100,000; the inventor of materials 
and stocks all over the railroad sys
tem passed over 'to the Reids $285,-
000; and amounts on current account . 
_$65,000, but it ·is explained that ·the 

Reids have a counter claim in regard 

· to the latter amount. Omitting that, 

however, there remains due to us 

lars i11 round figures and I want to 
, ' 

asl{ the Prime Minister · what steps 

. the Government ·is 1takin.g to collect 

During the current year the· Rail~ 
, I 

road wa.s turned ha.ck t·o the Reid Co. 
' 

and they guaranteed another sum of 
another millio~ and a half dolla.rs by 

' 
the government tow'arq.s th.e loss on 
operation, which s·um will apparent
l)r. be co11sumed in its entirety, and 
now we are facing a third year of this 

,complic~tion with no satisf~ctory per
manent settlement of it in sight . 
When the Government took offic.e they 
proclaimed thei.r ability and. their in
tention to deal with this question 
speedily and thoroughly. Bt1t for two 
·sessions they have ·evaded any actio!> 
and have spent inore. than $5,000,000 
of the country's money in l~sses on 
()pe:ration or in a waste,ful and 11nne.
cessary alterati,ons to the, Railro·a.d sys 
tern. I there,fore say io the Prime 
Minister that, so far as the Opposi
tion Party is concerned, it expects 
that the Government will tiake steps 
this session to deal with this matter 
vigorous1y and on pra.ctical lines, an.d 
that the Opposition. expects that the 
Government's policy 'vill be formulat 
ed and laid before the House and· the 
country sufficiently long before the 
'session closes to n1ake it possil)Je, for 
the m~tter to be thoroughly ventilated 
in all its aspe.ct,s and the vie,ws of the 
taxpayers within the Legislature· and 
outside elicited, and a state,smanlike 
con cl us ion reached thereon. 

In closi11g now I wish to . repeat 
wl~at I said a.t tl1e outset, na,mely, 
that the Pr·emier's Budget is only· half 
a Budget, that it is . marked by every 
form of subterfuge intended to evade 
the vital issues of the mome.nt, and ~ 
that quite contrary to w·hat he claims 
as to the present condition being a 
satisfactory one, and the future out
look favot1rable th·e real truth is that 

. ' 
there was never greater w·aste, ex-
t.:t~a vagance arid n1is-Governmcn t than 

• 

exhibited by the l)resent Administra-
tion, and that the, outloo~ for the fu-

.. 
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ture of the country, its industries 
. ' 

a.nd its p,eople, is the gloo1niest per-
haps in the whole history of New
foundland si.n.ce . the day it attained 
Responsible Government. 

Mr. Speake,r res11med the Chair. 
And it lleing past midnight. 

SA'"rURDAY, April 22nd., 1922 
Th.e Chairman from th.e Com1nittee 

reported that they had considered 
tl1e matter to them referred, had pass
etl certain Resolutions, and asked 
'leiave to sit aga.in on to-111orro,v. 

On motion this Report was receiv
ed and adopted, and it wa.s · ordered 
that the Committee have leave to sit 
again on to-1norrow. 

Pursua11t to order and on motion of 
Hon, the Minister of Justice) the 
House resolved itself ipto a Com.mit
tee of tl1e Whole to consider the Bill 
entitled "An Act to repeal the Aerial 
Mail Service Act, 1919.'" 

Mr. Spealrer left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

n1ittee. 
Mr. Sp~aker resum.ed th.e Chiair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had. considered the 
matter to the,m referred, and ha.d pas
sed the said Bill without a.mendment. 

On motion this Report was receiv
ecl and adopted and it was ordered 

' that the said Bill be read .a third time 
011 to-morrow. 

The re1niaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. \ 

It was moved a.nd seconded t.hat 
when the Hou.se rises, it adjourn un --til Tuesday afternoon next, 25th inst., 
at three· of th.e clock;. 

The Hc>use then adjourned accord
ingly. 

T'UE-SDAY, April 25th.1922. 
T11e House met at thre·e of thee Io,ck 

in the afte·rn1o·on pu.rsua,nt to adjo·urn
ment. 

_Hon. the Prime Minister tabled Re
port of N e·wfoundland Savings Bank, 
1921. 

• ' . . 

HON. PRIME MINIS'.TER:-Mr. 
Spea,ker, I beg to lay upon the table 
of the H'ouse a CO'PY of the report ot 
the Governors o;f th.e· .s ,avings Bank, 
and I may apd th,at last year wa.s thb 
most successful in the 5,0 or 60 ye·a,rs 
existen.ce ,of the Bank, the, pr·ofits be
'ng gr·e·ater than in 1921. T'he bank 

• 
was: fortunately free from the· b·urden 

: of supplying last year. The deposits 
a:s. at Dec. 31 were $2,700.000 covered 
by som.e 50100 acounts. 

1M(r. Higgins gave noti,ce of question. 
fMlr. Higgins ga.ve notice of question. 

Sir M. P. Cash.in gave n 1otice· o,f ques 
ti on. 

Mr. Walsh ga.ve n.otice of question. 
Mr. Bennett ga.ve n.otice. of que,stion. 
Mr. Sinnott gave n.otice of que·sti1o·n. 
The ,C·hairman from the· Committe'e 

of ·the Whole on Sup·ply re·ported ce'r · 
ta:in Resoluti,ons which were read at 
first time as,· follows: 

Department o~ Educa:tion $799,495.0·3 
· ... The said Resolutions being read a 
second time, it was moved and second
ed that the H:ouse concur with th:e 
Committee therein, and the sa;id Reso
lutions we1re agre,ed to. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
· H 1on. the Minister of Justice, the· Bill 
· entitled "An Act to, repeal the Aerial 

Mail Serv·ice Act, 1919" was r 'ead & 

third time a111d passed, and it was or.:. 
dered that it be engr'ossed, b1eing ein
titled as a.bove, a.nd tha:t it b'e· se1nt to 
the L,egislative C'ouncil with a 
messa,ge r·eque,sting the ·C.0 1ncurrence 
of that .bo,dy in its pr1ovisions. 

Pt1rsuant to order on the motion of 
Hon. tb.e Prime M.inister, the House 
r 'esol,red itself into a,, 1Committee of the 
Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the 1C'ha.ir. 

Mr. Hibbs took the, 1Chair of ·C'om· 
mittee. 

MR. BENNETT:-! a.ppreciate the 
position of the Minister 10f Shippin,g 
with. regard to the matter of the em
ployme·nt of the Lobeli31 on the L.a.br·a
dor service lasit year. I d10 · not sub
scribe to the idea that the $18,00u 
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· spent on the Lob·elia was entirely lost 
but th.e motive I h.a.d in asking the 
que·stion wa.s that we might b·e in a . 
positi,on to know what the Lobelia was · 
costing the ·Colony and wh.a:t return& 
we were getting for her. In other 
words if it · is, not to· our adva.ntage 
to kee1p th.e L·o,belia, if she costs us 
more than she ca.n bring in, then it ib 
better to take he·r outside the He·ads 
$.d sink he·r. 

I want to say in connectio,n with thb 
V·ote for the De1partment of Shipping 
that ·in my opinion th.e de·partment 
is no longer ne1cess.a.ry a.n.d the closing 
of it altogether would solve the v·e·xed 
problem of the (M\arine and Fisberie~ 
Dep~rtment. I kn1ow of no better sub
stitue fo.r the prese·nt Minister ·Of · 
Fisl1eries than the hea.d of th.e De·pt. 
of Shippin.g. He is a sin·cere·,\ active 
and conscientious w.orker. We no·w 
11ave a Minister of Fish.eries who is 
nearly alwa.ys awa.y fr.om his post and 
we have grave doubts a,s to whether 
he will ever return there e·ven a.fter 

' 
he comes h.ome and therefore it is 
reasonable to suggest thait these twu 
de·pa.rtments be merge·d. It is ap
propriate, sound and economical. 
There is not eno1ugh work in the Dept. 
of Shippin.g for Mr. Cave a.nd Mr. 
P'iccott a.nd with such ru ·comb·in.a.tion 
as the prese·nt staff of these two de .. 
partments would ma.ke the Dept. of 
Fisherie,s wo1uld be well looked after. 
Mr. Picc,ott wa.s Minister of Fisheries , 
for a num'.ber ·of ye·a.rs and no bod:y 
could better deal with ainy matter that 

• 
came up there than he could. Inste·a.u 
~f voting the salaries fo 1r the two 
min,sters Y·OU n.eed only v·ote the orie 
hnd the positions of Mr. Piccott a.nd 
Mr. Go1odridge could ea.s1ily be . ar
ra.nged. .I would impreiss u.p·on the 
govern.ment the rerus1onable11e·ss and 
~racticability of the suggestion a.nd 
moreov~r it would show the co·untry 
th.at a sincere attempt is beiJ:?.g· made 
kt retre·nchment. 

I wa.s surprised to find that Mr. 1 

Piccott's salafry is n1ot a.t all in ke·e·p-

ing with tho1se of other men in similar 
:positions. 

HON. MINIS.TER OF SH'IPPING:~ 

The same as Mr. Hall w~ getting 
with Sir John Crosbie:. 

M'R. B.ENNE'T1T:~Tha.t is Il·O com
parison. Mr. Hall was getting his 
re:gular salary· b·e·side1s. I ha.ppen to 
·know that Mr." Plcc.ott's salary is 
only about half o·f what Mr. Foley 
gets a.s passenger and freight a;gent. 
Now Sir, I do n·ot think tha:t that is 
fair. Mr. Piccott is a . fine worker 
and a.s experienced an official a.s 
the·re is in the·c ivil ser·vice. He has • 
be1en afflicted by Almig·hty God but 
that is no re:a.so·n why he should not 
be paid wha:t his se·rvices a.re W·O·rth 
and I contend that Mr. Piccott's e·x
peri~nce is invaluable to the gov·ern
m.ent. W!h.en he was fMJ1nister ·Of 
Fisheries there was not 3-l ma.n in th& 
.Jiouse wh.o coultJ better de·al with 
.Any matter relating to the fisherie·s. 
I think it is very desirable, th.at the:se 
'departments sh1ould be merged a.nd if 
•this is done I am sure that Mr. Pie 
cott would perform ·the duties therb 
with the s,ame aicceptan.ce with which 
.he always did his work when he was 

i Minister o.f the Department of Fish-
• er1es. 
SIR MI1CHAEL CASHIN:-Mr. Chair 

man. Ma.y I a.sk the Mlinister 01 ... 

Shipping h,ow the earnings of the 
stea,mers "P'R!OSP·E1RO·" and "PORTIA'' 
comp~re with their liab·ilities and did 
he take a.ny of the subs1idy to square 
the a'cc,ounts. 

MINIS:TIDR OF SH,IPPING:-For 
the two stea.mers there is a subsidy· of 
eighty thousand. dollars 1or forty th.ous
and for each one. The· state.ment ot 
the earnings, a,s tabled . by me a fe\\ 
~ays ago in respo1nse to a que,srtion .of 
Mr. Bennett, showed a de.ficit of $18 .. 

' ' 000. 

SIR MI1CHAEL 1CASHIN:-I also 
' 

want to say a word 1or two, Mr. C'hair-
ma.n~ with reference to Mr. Piccott, the 
Deputy Min.ister vf Shipping. He1 was 
Minister of Mftrine and Fisheries in 

\ 
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the Morris regime f.or 12 years and 
gave entire satisfaction. He was 
always ·On the job and .Iooke.d upon all 
over this country as a re,liable and 
capable head Of that most imp·orta.nt 
department, also he is known to b·e 

I 

a practical fisherman an.d 3\ thorough 
seama.n of every s.e,nse 0 1f ta.he· word 
We all know h.ow he wa.s de·feated at 
the last e1le·ction. We hav·e already 
gone into th.e m~tter bef.o·re: and told 
the story so· it is1 not nece·ssary for 
me to tell it again. now. To .. day Mr. 
Piccott is afflicted, a.nd the least he is 
entitled to· is a fair salary for his in
valua_ble services to that Shipping De
partment. IMr. Piccott is the. 0 1ne man 
who put the Marine and Fishe·ries De, .. 
partmen1t 1on a sane 3And safe footin.g. 
"Look at that department when it wa.s 
in charge of Mr. Piccott and look at 
it to da.y. As I have already stated · 
in this House within the pa.st two 

I . 

years the 1 department has been 
aband,oned. I agree with the suggest
ion made b·y Mr. Bennett, namely. that 
the Shipping and Fisheries Depart
ments, under present circumsta.n·ces. 
should be amalgaJmated· and I trust 
that the go·vernment and the· Ministe1 
of Shipping will see the· wisd.om ot 
the suggestion. Forget all about the 
new .Mes1siah when· y,o.u are consider
ing the matter. He is gone from 
amongs U·s and sho,uld be forgotten 
altogether. I think it would. be a 
wise step to run the tw,o· department~ 
jo-intly with Mr. 1Ca.ve· in char·ge a.nd 
Mr. Piccott with him. 

MR. AR1CHIBAL.D:-Mr. ChairmJi.n , 
I r'ise to support what has·. be,en said 
Tegarding Mr. Piccott. I think it a 
~ownright shClme tha.t the services 

\-endered by Mr. Piccott in the Fish 
eries Departme·nt should be f.o·rgotte·n, 

~and I think th.at the least the govern
ment ca.n do is to give him the same 
salary as the Deputy of any other de
partme·nt, pa.rticula1rly when he is 
performing the dut~es of a Deputy and 
I don't think that 'it is the, intenti,0,1 ... 
of the governn1ent to treat him badly 

now. He pos!sesses c·on.sidera.ble· know 
ledge relating to the fisherie·s and I 
am sorry we have not g,oit in this 
House to night ~ do·zen men of the 
type of ;Mlr. Picc·ott. I don't think that 
the inv·aluable information that Mr. 
Picc·ott possesses should b·e lost sight 
of and I feel srure· that the Prime Min.· 
ister is just a.s anxi·ous as we are to 
!:;ee that Mr. Piccott gets his sala.ry 
raised. Mr. Piccott put up many a 
good fight in ·the public life of thi~ 

country and to him belongs the cre,dit 
of winning the first electio,n for th~ 

Morris party. He went to Hr. Gr·a.c~ 

district which was str·ongly Liberal at 
the time and on a.ccount of his straight 
forward and manly way amongst men 
he tu.rned the district and won. I have 
known him to· always fig·ht clea.n and 
square. There are lots of men and 
families in my district to night w·h(, 
have had evidence of Mr. Piccott's· big 
heartedness and generosity. In fact 
he was too big hearted for his 0 1Wli. 

good. He might hav·e d,o.ne better 
financially if he had been. as close 
fisted as some· of the rest · of us.. I 
appeal to my colleagues, Dr. Bar·ne·S 
and c ·apt. Gosse to use their influence 
on behalf ·Of Mr. Piccott. H.e is a most 
capa.ble De.puty and ca.n o.ffer as go·od 
advice ~s any othe·r Deputy Hea.d in 
the Civil Service. If Mr. Piccott does
not get this increase imme·diately, 
there will be nob·ody to blame for it 
but the governm·ent. 

There.for·e, I have much pleasure in 
rising in my place here this, evening_ 
and endorsin.g the remarks of Sir 
Michael 1Cashin and Mr. Bennett re
garding O.Wr. Piccott. 

MR. M100RE:-Mr. Chairman, l. 

strongly support the contention that 
Mr. Picc·ott should get a1n incr·e,as·e· in 
his s·alary a11d I would ask the Prime 
Minister that, fo1r the sake· of old time~ 
when he was ass·ociated with Mi-. 
Piccott for 1na1ny years in the Morris 
administration, he will see that justice 
ls done him. At the pre,s:ent time Mr. 
P.iccott is receiving ab,out half th~ 

• 
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s1alary of Mr. Foley who is in the 
Shipping Department. Whe·n Mr. Pic
c·ott wa.s lM11nister of M'~rine and Fish
eries he was alwa.ys found to be 
obliging and courte·ous by those who 
ha<l: any dealing with him. I ho·pe and 

. a claim against the government fo1 
breach of contract. 

It is not my intention at th.is stage 
to make any suggestio·n with regard 
to the department of Ma.rine and Fif?h, 
erie·s I made certa.in s,uggestions 
already including that ·Of combin.ing 
the two departments mentioned. But 
I would ce·rtainly like to see this cla.im 
of $500 settled because we are g,o.ing 
to be badly ha.ndicapped, if a coastal 

I 

·trust that the Prime .Minister and Min
ister o.f Shippin.g will see their way 
clear to give Mr. Piccott a wa.ge to 
live on, as he is justly en.titled to it 
for m.any reas·o·ns that have be:en point
ed out by pre·vio·us speakers. · ste·a.mer cannot call at this wharf this 

MR. MACD·ONNEL·L:-Mr ·Chair- · 
ma.n, I would like to know from the 
Minister of S·hipping why Boland's 
wharf at 1Cur1ing whe·re the Portia 
berths was n·ot repaired by the govern
ment o·r why the owner whom, I under- · 
stand, ha.s made re·pairs was not com 
pensated. The Minister sruys that the 
a.rrangement with 1Qaptain Fitzpatri~k, 
the owner of the wharf was that he 
was paid $50 31 month. Last xe·ar this 
wharf was damaged by the Portia and 
$50 I am sure would not com.pensaJte 
the· owner for the da.ma.ge done. There\ 
was an absolute contract :betwee,n the 
governme·nt and the owner with re .. 
gard to that wharf. And then we have 
the suggestion fr·o'm the Minister of 
Shipping that compensatio,n for th~ 

da.ina.ge d.one the wharf will be made 
out of the· marine grant for the· dis .. . . 

trict of Sit. ·George's. Why t~e total 
' 

grant f.o.r St. George's district is only 
$733 and if yo,u take $500, ·out of tha;t 
there will be only $233 left to keev 
in repair three public w·harves and se·v 
eral breakwaters and bridges in th(\ 
whole district. I think that this ma1n's 
claim is a just one and should be paid 
by the governm.ent. Of course this 
thing is noit g.o.ing to rest here and it 
will s,ave trouble if the Minister 01 

Shipping will conside,r this matter im
mediately. Further, there is no othe·r 
wharf there for stea,mers to call. Al! 
the freight b·elonging to the various 

• 

b1usines's firms is handled 10·n thib 
wharf as well a.s a.II the herri11g that 
is shipped from Ba.y o·f Islan:ds. Any 
way the owner of that _wharf can lay 

season. You cann·ot expect a man fot 
$50 a. monith to ke·e·p his; wha.rf in re, 
pair and pay men for ha.ndling the 
lines ·o.f a steamer every time· she goeb 

; 

there. I understand th.at .as a last re-
sort the owner h3{d to effe·ct repairs 
to the wharf himself ·CO·stin.g him $50 

. and naturally expe,cts to be com
pe,nsafed. 

1MR. WALSH:-Mr. Chairm.an, At 
the outs.et I want to say that a.nyt.hing 
I may sa.y in support of a suggootion 
~r anything else hand.ed out from this 
side of the Hous'e is ma.de purely fO'r 

7}sentimental reasons.. M'r. P'iccott has 
"een eulogised b·Y speake,rs ,on thib 
~ide for his capabilities'; but I trust 
that th.is will not be confined to the 
bppo·sition of the House, because· n~ 

, matter what qualifica,tions a man may 
I . 

\ have, n,o matter what th.e sug·gestion 

,/I 
or no matite·r how much would be saved 
to the 1Colony by ta.king a1dva.ntage· or 
a suggestio·n, if the suggestion go 
f.orth from this sid.e of the House it 
is not take·n se·riously by the· govern
ment·. It is unnecessa.ry for me to 
dilate on 1the splendid work performed 

. by Mr. A. W. Piccott during his: ten.ure 
of office·, as Minister o.f Marine and 
Fisheries. I support the. sugge·stion 

. th.at the two departments should be 
merged, and I do so, n·ot that I wa.nt 
Mr. Piccott in the de·pa.rtm.enit, .but in 
the interests of the C·ountry. Ithink 

• 
men's government thrut we "h.eard so 
much about had a responsible head 
in the Marine an.d Fis·h.eries Depart
ment. T·he· present Minister had n1ot 

'· 
been see·n in the ·o.ffice for the· past 
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twelve month.s or more. I think that 
this is a scand.a.l of the worst kind. 

I want to make a plea f'or one of my 
· constituents who, as a retrenchme1nt 

' . 
· introduced in the Marine and Fisher-
. ies Department which has .c.ost this 

C'olony millions ·O·f dolla;rs, thro.ugh de
.gredations and scandals, was tr·eate.d 
to a rotten raw de·al. Our friend Mr. 
Coaker started retrenchme·nt by. singl
ing out a poor unfortunate ma,n name,d 
Th·omas Power of Dunville, Placentia 
Bay, who after thirty eight years. ser · 
vice and who was getting the munift 
cent stipend of $100 .a year not aJonb 
got his sala.ry cut but h.is se,rvic·e.s 
were dispense1d entirely. And I want 
to sa.y right here th.at this man was 

·noit a s.upporter of mine, never was 
and likely neve.r will be·; :but at the 
the same time I like a square, deal. 
That ma.n spent thirty-eight years' of 
his' life in that de·par1tment and at 

I 

the time ·Of dismissal was getting only 
$1010 a year. A strong re1comme1nda
tion was sen1t to the· Minister of Ma.rine 
nind Fisherie·s and the Prime IMinis1te1 
'regarding this. poor fell ow b·ut nothing 
has been done. As Mr. 1Coake·r is 
n·ot here, I appeal to the Prime Min 
ister to se·e th.at justice is d,one ·Pow
er. 'To ta.ke awa.y all this amount 

' 

from him aft ·this sta.ge of his life is 
both callous and cru-el. If the· country 
is going o,n the rocks tl).iS' cutting ·off 
of $100 is ne\t going to save· iit. I ap .. 
peal to the Prime Minister aga.in to 
take this matter in.to his serio,us c.on ... 
sideration. P:o.wer is not ithe, type of 
ma.n who wa(nts to· get $10,0 for w·ork 
that · he ,does not perfo·rm. 

·The othe1r afternoon here I wa~ 

called ,o.ut of the1 House a,s: 1the· vote, for 
the Agriculture and. Mines Depart 
ment was being discussed. I intend.ed 
to ha.ve a few wo,rds to swy re,ga.rdinb 
thjs depa.rtment but whe,n I returne1d 
I found the vote had ·gone. through. I . 
do not '\Vant to embarrass the govern. 
ment by holding up any vote bu1t l 
was going to sugge,st that some en. 
couragement be given to the opening 

up of Mines. E1very governmeint ha,vtc 
come in here ye.ar a.fter year and vote,d 

• 
a way h u.ndred.s of 1th,ousands of dollars 
for the department of Agriculture a.nd 
Mines and without ~ny tangible re
sults so · fa,r as openin.g up mines is 
concerned. Its a well known fa,ct that 
Newfoundland, E:asit, Weist North and 
South is te·e·ming with mine·rals of al1 
kinds. Dig a h·ole four or five feet 
through the ground in numer·o,us 
pa,rts of the· co,untary and you can 

' 

brin.g up alm.ost e·v·ery conceivable 
kind of .an.· ore. ·Every possible kind 
of a mineral that is to be found in th~ 
wealthy mining provinces of ,Canada 
and the Unite,d States can also be 
found in this country. Still a,s f~r as I . 
know th.e Agricul1ture and Mines De
partme·nt have not spent one th.ou.sana 
dollars u.pon· the intelligent e,ncourwge 
ment of se1e1kin.g for' mine·rals . . Pick. up 
the adver1tising med.iums of 1Ca.nada or 
the Sta.te·s1 a.n.d you will s,ee, th.e system 

I 

atic form of advertising the·Y carry on 
these countries.. The governments in 
in thes·e plate.e's give, am.pie e'n.coura.ge
ment and have their own ge·olog'ist~ 

and other e·xperts on mining maitter~ 
These exper-ts when they go on the 
hunt for minerals ha,ve 34 fair· know
ledge, of what the·y are likely to· 110,cate 
by the· f.ormation of the: ground ov·er 

;·whic.h they travel. In Ne1wf·oundlan,d 
we ha.ve no geologist now. We have . 
not. had o·ne since Mr. Howley p.a;ssed 
a.way although the government of that 
day gave inf.ormation t10 , this House 
that they w·ere nego1tiating with suit- . 
~.ble men a!broa.d to carry on a system
atic ge·ological surve.y of the Island. 
When I was in the depal'ltm.ent we 
we·re in c,o,mmunication with · several 
well q·ualified men. I th.ought that one 
of the first :best things to do, would be 
to b·ring in. a good c,o,mpetent man and 
see what reiallly could be done.. If you 
go, on Water Street t,o·-day you will 
see on displa,y minerals that we·re 
brought in from Pla.c~ntia Bay by Mt . 

W . McKay. What encouragement is 
\ 

the, governmenit giving Mr. tM:cKay for 

I 

, 
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thait pr1o·perty? I remember a time 
during the war when Senator Clarke 
o·f the United States wa.s offered on~ 

\:, d million d Ila.rs~ for his cop
per ore are·as that he had in 1C·olorado 
aind he refuse1d the· offe·r. ' 

Now we are spending .all kinds of 
·r11oney in this country us:ele·ssly and 
I 'vould a:sk the, government 1this a.fter · 
noo·n to allocate $100,000· to spend for 
searching f.o·r minerals'.. I know nien 
in this country who have spent the 
greater part of their lives in this work 
but who could not start mine·s going 
thems:elves because they h.a.d'nt got 
the me·a\IlS. Who k11ows but ·that i ... 
the g·ove·rnment ma,de an expenditure, 
such as I have. intimated, on research 
work it may be the salva1tion ·of th.is 
c·ountry? Who knows but that one 
of the most valu~ble m.ines in. the 
world may be unco·vered? Give the 
men jobs according to their qua.lifi
cations~but not their political qualifi ... 
cations of co·urse. I would suggest 
that to the Prime Minister now and 
also that as a)Il in.ducement 1that he 
give .a bonus on what a,ny man in the 

·country may discover. I thing the 
suggestio·n is worthy 10f conside·ration 
in these days of depression. When the 
fisheries alre ab·a.ndoned it.here is· noth ... 
ing le!t for the fishermen to go to 
work at. 

And the·n aga.in, Mr. ·Chairmar1. 
when o·ne h.as a word or tw101 to say in 

• 

this I-louse he is held up to ridi1cule 
in some filthy ra.g of a newsp~per. 1 
notice 1tha.t in ye·sterday's edition ot 
the Advocate some penn,y-a-lin.er 

• 

scaliwag and ch.araJcter assassin was 

indeed glad to know that any little 
effort of mine had so.me effect. I must 
be a powerful man to be· ab1le· to driva 
the gove·rnment to give me f o·r my 
district the lion's s1hare~ of anything. 

The time will come "\\"hen mo·st ot 
you who 0 1ccupy seats on the g.ove·rn
ment side of this House will but oc
cup)" se·ats within .the walls, $d th.ese 
not even the seats1 o·f the Opp1o·sition. 
So I want to serve notice on you this 
afternoon thaJt · you all . may rest as
sured that when the. time comes and 
we occupy the se81ts tha.t YO'U now oc
cupy on the other side' of this. House, 
We Will get not ·only one lion's S1hare 
of these gra.n.ts an.d a.Ilocatio·ns, we 
will get two· or three: lion's sha.res. As 
I a1n on this · subject, I will avail of 

• 
this opportunity to make a plea on 
behalf o.f another I genitle.man, who 
ne·ither is, nor ever has be1en., a politi
cal s·upp·orter of min1e. His name is 
Alfred Ke·ats:, ,a.nd he ha~ been dis
cha.rged from his position without any 
explanation being given, and without 
any reason being adva,nced to justify 
his discharge. So I wish 1to dr·a.w the 
attention 10·f this H'ouse to the de.cided
ly unfair ma.nn.er in which he has been 
treated by the government. Des1pite 
this harsh trewtment at the govern
ments hands, Mr. Keats ma.de no 
complqant wha.tso·eve·r to me, eithe·r 
in words o,r in writing. He. comes of 

• < 

a most respectab·le family, a family~ 

I may say, which ranks amongst the 
mosit honourable in the whole district, 
and he hals co,mpletely and e.fficiently 
fulfilled his position as: Sub-1Collector 
at Argentia.. Mr. Keats ha.s been re
pla.ce·d and. his positi1o·n filled by anoth 

• 
er gentleman, without any provision 
wha1tsoever having been made for his 
welfare, and with.out a single thought 
to the trying circumstances, which 
would be directlY\ c1o·nse·quental for 

\ 
him upon his dismissal, a.n,d in w·hich 

trying to· do me an injury. I do not 
know, Mr. Chairman., whether you 
were a pa.rty to it or not, it.hough i. 
know you are· interested in th3i1t news_ 
paper; but you will do n1e ho·nour if 
you will send fo·ur or five thousand 
copies of. the paper conita.in.ing it.hat 
article a.gainst me f:o·r dis1tributio·n in 
the district of Placentia & St. Ma.ry's. 

The Editor admits that Placentia 
got the lion's s.hare of supplies. I an .. 

" he would unfortunately find himself, 
through no fault of his own, in thest 
hard times. Indeed he has received 
~ letiter signed by the Ass·ista.nt Col-

, 

I 
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lector ,of ,custom.s, givin.g him notice 
of his disch:arge·, a1sking h.im to han.d 
over all th.e pa1r·anhen.alia O·f his offic·e, 
and co·ntainin.g not one· single word 101f 
explana1tion of th.is discharge. I can
n.ot unde·stand wh.at 'is the motivt:J . . 

aJC'tuating this conduct 01n. the govern· · 
ment's part. To the best of ID) 

kno1wle.dge the·re h.as been. no c10,m
pla.int with regard to his. adminis
tration of his office. He has: a. chara.c· 
ter for ho·nesty and integri1ty rund pos
·sesses ·all those other qualificatio.ns 
that one co·uld wisrh to· fin.d. in a pu.b
lic servant. I mentioned this m~tter 
to the Minister of Fina.nee, b1ut his 
ans,ver wa.s not wh.rut it should ha.Vb 

' 
been, and h.e advanced · n.ot eve·n pla.ub 
ible excuse f 1or the discharge of ithis 
undoubtedly fa.ithf11l serva.nt. Every
one re·alizes that expenditures must, 
in the intere·sts! of the colony, be ex-

'~tensive1y c.urta\iled. But I .do not 
~thin1k th.at the pu b1ic expe.ct Thomas 
Power of Dunville to be made the un· 
fjortunate .and unfair obje·ct ·of the 
;government's re1trenchme·nt p:olicy. .t 

· do think that is the· kind of retre·nch .... 
ment the B.oard. of Trade1 or· any othe1 

: Board in this town or in th.is c1oun-
, 

·· try would advocate. Should not this 
policy be a,plied first of all to this 
House I am sure· Mr~ Jennin,g& 
w1ould be, only too glad to· han.d back 
to the Tre·a.sury half his salary . as 
run executive minister of the1 present 
government, •to hand back to th~ 

Treasury $200·0,00 O·f the· $4010'0.0·0 h~ 
h·as received. This would be genuine 
retrenchment, this wo·uld be practical 

· econom1y. · But in the case of Mr. 
Keats, there ca.n be Il!O plea. of ·econ
omy; a.s he has been replaced by 
another n1an. This is a poor return 
indeed for the lon.g an.d faithful ser
vice~ he has ren.dered the Governn1ent 
and also his country; .. better services 
perhaps tha.n myself or a11y other 
member has · ever g'iven, or will ever 
give, to this country. So in. all seri·
··ousness, I appeal to the· Leader of this 
'House, who in the absence of his two 

Ministers, The Minister of Fi11ance 
• 

and The Minister of Marine and F,ish-
eries, is resp·onsible for the administra 
tion of these executive positions. As 

· ne.ither of these two Ministers are in 
tl1eir seats, I. am compelled to appeal 
to you to take these two ca.ses into 
consideration, find the re1pre·sentatives 
of the·s·e people willin,g and reiady 

-to meet the confer with you, 
and to heartily co-01per·ate in any
thing Y·OU may do to ree·stabli'sh 
the1s·e me1n in their rightful po· 
sitions. And before tal{ing my seat, I . / 

-desire to propose and in malring the 
' ,Proposition I hope to have the st1pport 

of the whole Opposition generally, 
that some substantial steps be taken 
to explore into and develop the n.at-. 
ural resources of our country. Onl)r 
quiite recently the .government were 
011 th.e ver.ge of undertaking a hair-

. brained ·projectA which 'vould necessi
tate the expenditure of a considera.ble 
aJnount of public funds. I refer to the 
-Hu1nber Proposition. Such being the 
case, and if the government could en"' 
tertain thoughts of :financing such a 
gigantic enterp,rise, surely then it 
would be in a position to finance this 
scheme of mineral research work, 

) 

'vhicl). may prove of inestimable bene, 
fit to the colony. Men, and competent 
n1en too, well qual1ified. to perform thi~ 
work, can be easily found and procur
ed. Place the expep.diture in compe
tent hands and proceed at once with 
this work. A mine may be discover
ed which will more than pay ·off the 
public debt. In Twillingate Ba.y th.ere 
1is a mine that has given em.ployment 
to n1en for enarly twenty yea.rs. On-
Death Isliand there is to b·e found the 
richest ore min.e· in the whole world. 
During the war Germa.ny w·ould have 
given millions of dollars for this very 
mine, were she in a position and ca:p..; 
able of doing S·O. If this min.e were 
worked and developed great financial 
'benefit would undoubtedly ·result and 
accrue to this country. And let me tell 

• 

• 
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you that there will yet be need. for 
·this very ore, for \ despite the state
ments of Lloyd George, and other· 
statesmen there will be m.ore war·s ian.d 
further need for l)attlesl1:ip·s. So that 
it will not be hard to find a market 
and a demand for this ore. Mines 
have been located also at Beck's Cove, 
1?illey's Island, and many other places 
all over our Dominion. Yet, it is an 
undeniable and undi.sputed fact that 
not one of those mines, scattered Jn 
large num.b·ers over this Island, have 
been discovered by the a.td of syste ... 
ma:tic scientific research Jnstituted by 
any government. Milli.ons of dollars 
have been spent on other enterprises 
'\vh:ich gave n.ot the slightest pr'omise 
;of material financial returns. The 
·governments of this colony have not 
given any incentiv·e to 111iners which 
.would induce them to undertake tht1 

1 exploration of mines. We have as art 
example the case\ of a mi11er who dis
covered on his own initiative a valu-
able mine. Th.e. beneficent reward 

: that he received from the government 
in power at that time has become his-. 
torical a.mong the people of the· col
ony. His remuneration for h:is valu.l. 
a'ble discovery consiste·d o.f two brug·s 
of bread an.d two bags of .flour. Still 
I do n·ot blame. the pre·sent govern
ment for this apathy in the matter of 
mining exploratio11 and development. 
This is a state of affa:irs that has e:x:"' 
isted for ma.ny, many years, and for 
tnis all governments are to blame. 
Yet I have suggested ia practical "~ay 
by means of which ,,~e c~n at least 
make an attempt to open llP the reaJnt 
of miner·al res·ources lying un.konwn, 
undiscovered and unto11ched i11 this . 
Island home of ours, an.d. it re.sts with 
the Government to follow out th.is sug 
gestion. The present Govern1nent 
'\\"ere ready enough to , opera;te the 
South Bra,nch mine, merely because it 

· was a fa.d of Mr. Cotake·r's and th~ 

Government were quit~ willi.n.g to ac
cede to any requests he had to make. 

'I.his scl1en1e, like all hi~ other well
tho11ght out scl1e1nes; fell through and 
gra.dltally petered away, but not be
fore tl1ere had been filtered a way th.all 
·sands of dollars belon.g,ing to the un
fortunate people of this country, and 
still the country finds it.self without 
co1al. But St. (}eorge's Coal Fields 
'vere entirely r1eglected. The mines at 
this place indeed gave great prc)1nis~ 

. of developing into a . m1ighty specula ... 
tion. What resulted. The Reid 'Nflrl. 
Co. all at once discovered that they 
had a claim on these inines, and . the 
arrangements betwe1en the Government 

· an·d The St. George·'s Coal Fields Co. 
,,. hich were nearly fina.lized, were 
completely knocked on the he1ad, thr11 
the instrume.ntality of Mr .. Coaker's 'in
timacy with the Reid Company.· Thr, 
deal was called off, and now, when it 
is foun.d that the South Branch mine 
has proved a failure it is discovered 

' t11at the Reid CrJmpany was in the 
wrong, and that their claim '\Vas en
tirel~,. l1nfouncled. The res 111 t hias been 
th·a.t the extensi've coal ft.elds at St. 

' George's have remained· unclevelo11ed. 
This, Mr. Chairman, is a subject on 
which I could tal}.{ for hours and still 
leave quite a lot of valuable inf'orma.
tion untold. I have spent the . best 
years of n1y life in ta.king 011t. of th.e 

' . 
e41rth the w·herewithal to pay my bills. 
a11d I speak as one '\rery intimate witl1 
the mineral resources of the country 
'\vhen I tell you tl1at our Island is in-

• 

cleed very rich in m.inerals of every 
kind. I am optimistic of the day, 1 
am looki-n.g forward with · great hope 
to the day, when Newfoundland will 
take her place amongst the richest 
ininerial producing countries of the 
world. Copper ore :is to be fol1nd in 
large quantities on the West side of 
Placentia Ba.y, an11 also in many oth·-

• er · places throughout the country. Yet 
the govern1nent has not spent one 
ce11t properly in thi.s matter. .!\.t the 
prese11t time· we 11ave Mr. McKay go
ing arou11d the Island. Here is a. com 
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petent man, on his own in.itiative, by 
his honest attempts endeavouring to 
open ia mine which may prove a. suc
cess. I sincerely hope that his efforts 
may be crowned with the success they 
deserve. Silver can be extracted in 
large quantities from the mine at La 
Manche, as it ca.n also be from the 

. mine at Bay de Verde. For fifty years 
these mines have provided work for 
numbers of men, but because of lac]{ 
of skill and mismanagement they were 
allowed to cave in, and it was not 
long before the sea had floodecl th.em. 
No actual w·ork has been done for 
thirty or forty years, although this 
very mine can be tra.ced for thirty 
miles . Silver and gold have been 
found i.n the mines at Argentia., and 
these ores hiave yielded a percentage 
w·hich I defy the government to equal 
anywhere. .My only request is that 
the Government tak.e this proposition 
ser.iously, and devote to it their care
ful consideration. If the Governm .nt 
11as to spend money on relief work, I 
supr>ose tl1e)r m.ust spend it. But 
'\vould not this be a laudable field in 
which to expend their money, and so 
open up the natural resources .of the 
co11ntry. Again would it not be ad
visable to provide sup1pl1ies for thosB 
who desire to p·articipate in the fish
ery during the coming su111m.er.· What 
better work could they do? How·ev--

• • • er be.fore taking my seat, I "rish to 
repeat what I have already said when 
referring to the inention made of me 
in the Advocate· la.st evenjn.g. I ca11 
assure you that I feel proud to have 
forced the members of· this Govern-
1nent to give the clistrict which I re
present the Lion's sha.re of anything-. 
And I also· wiosih to ag~in suggest 
that the governn1e11t rn.eet the repre
Ren:ta.tives. of these two ·unfort11niate 
men I have mentioned, so that it may 
f)e decided to give t11em an. opportuni
t)" to pltt them O'\rer these hard times. 
Again it is obvious that son1ething 

' 
. will ha·\re to be done with regard to 

the condition · of affairs in the coun
try. If the people are supplied so 
that tl1ey can participate in the fish
erv, matters might be sorn.ewhat re-

w I 

medied. . Mr. Coaker is iat liberty to 
leave th,is country whenever he sees 
fit, bu:t 've poor unfortunates have to 
remain here and earn our living as 
best we may. Is it not then the duty 
of the Government to see tl1at the 
people do partic.ipate· in the fisher)7 

this yea.r. The cause of all this finan
cial stagnation with wh.icb. the coun
try is at present iafflicted lie.s ~wit}, 

Coaker and his associates. Tb.e fact 
remains that the clestruction of trls 

r 

co11ntry can be traced to, an.d placed 
upo11 the shoulders of l\iTr. W. F . Coak 
,er. Son1e remed-Y, m11st be found and 
found qu.ickly 'too. Take up the pro
position of 1nineral research work. Get 
$100,000 for a start. Send n1en q.uali
fied to' take up th~ positions required 
of them. At this very moment I can 
give 11ames of at least twenty men 
who are undoubtedly experien.ced and 
fully con1petent to u11dertal\e tl1is 
work, a.nd will be fo·und to be .intimate 
with the job they would be set. Send 
out forty or fifty in .groups. Send 
them to North, South, Ea.st and West) 
send them everywhere, and in every 
direction. T'his work may bring as
tonishing results. Some day the go,r
ernment ma.y receive the glad tid.ings 
tl1at. a i11ine has been discovered Sltt
ficiently rich to pay off the total debt 
of the country. 

MR. FOX--I rise with the intention 
of expressing my approval of the re .. 
solution to place Mr. P.iccott in a po· 
sition as one of the civil s·ervants. I 
do not think there is any need for me 
to comment upon the qualifications of 
this gentleman. 'fhese have been ex- , 
haustively dilated upon by the pro
poser of. this motion. In my opinion, 
Mr. Piccott is without question entit·
led to a place in the civil service to
day. He ha.s in a practical ias well as 

' ii1 a theoretical manner rendered val-
• 

• 
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uable, very valuable, services to the 
Government, an.d for this reason I 
hope they will f,ully consider his po-
sition. . 

MR. SINNOTT-I desire to back up 
lVIr. Walsh on behalf of Mr. Thos. Pow 
er of Dunville, and to endorse all .he 
has s1aid about that gentleman. I re
member this youn.g man d1istinct1y: 
who used to take charge of our fish
ing fleet in what is called Western 
Bay. Thomas Power took charge of 

· his father's fishing boat, a .. nd at that 
time he had not r·eac.hed the age of 18 
years, although so yo\1ng he made ia 

remarkable success O·f the herring fish 
ery, he was a competent self-reliable 
~"oang fellow, and the man that .got 
ah·ead of Tom Power had to get up 
rather early. I c.onsider that the gov 
ernment sholtld proceed slovvly in dis
m1issing him, more especially as the 

\, 

man we now ask the Governn1ent to 
recompense, has won his position on 
l1is own merits. 

DR. JONES-I agree witl1 the pro
position that l\Ir. Bennett has put f.or
ward that the Shipping Depa.rtment be 
,merged with the Department of J.\lar
ine and ffiisheries. It is, in my opin
jon, ·a very1 good idea, as there seems 
to be a .great lack of centr~lization 
among the executi,re depia,rtments of 
the Government. I also agree wit11 
l\Ir. MacDonnell who asks that Bo-

'. land's 'vharf at Bay of Islands should 
be repaired and the mone·y allocate ·· 

• 

by the government. As re.gards l\Ir. 
Bennett's idea the work should be 
connected between every department 
in m.y opinion, and let the Marine and 
Fisheries Department be placed head 
over all the others. Som.e time ago I 
had some busin.ess with. the Marine 
and Fisheries in connection witl1 
wharves. And I could get no satisfac 
tion whatever out of that department, 

I 

Mr. Goodridge, the Deputy Minister, 
·was not in a position to: tell me, and 
neither were the clerks. So I had to 
resort to Dr. Campbell, the M.inister 

• 

of Agric.ulture and Mines. Again I 
had some trouble about a road~ and 
agair1 I had to inte·rview Dr. Ca1np bell, 
to have an allocation set aside for . 
repairs to this road. Lookin.g over 

• 

the estimates I fincl that ferr1ies are 
placed un.der the control ·o·f the Board 
of Works. This is in.deed st.range to 
me for I was of the opinion that fel"' .. 
ries should be . under the jurisdiction 
of the Department ()f Marine and F:isl1 
eries, _L\gain there is the subject of 

• 

Labrador vessels. All these things 
should be under the control of one 
department. Tl1is would a.dq inaterial 
l)T to the efficiency of the work and 
also give entire satisfiaction. With re 
feren.ce to Mr. Piccott, I think he 
should be placed on. tl1e sttme status 
with the other· gentlen1en. 

MR. BENNETT-It seems to be the 
pc>licy of the. l Govern.m.ent that only 
the smaller ma.n of th.e Government 
has his salary cut, when you co111e t<) 

consider th.at the lowt~r n1ar1 needs all 
his salary to live and to malre both 
en.ds n1eet. They must live ,,~here ev
er it ~omes from. V\fhat are they go
in~ to do if they le1a,ve the service? 
They have given practically all their 
lives to the service. It is true that 
tb.ey are jl1st as good outside of the 
service as they are in it, but that is 
not the thing,· they should be give~ a 
fair sho'v and fair play. I think, M.r. 
Cha.irman that the government w·oultl 
be very well advised if they consid
er the position of those men, and give 
them sufficient of a salary to live on 
and keep their respectability. 

MR. VINICOMBE-Mr. Chairman I 
' have already spoken . on the vote be-

fore the Chair, but since the question 
of Mr. Piccott ~s come up. I venture 
to StlY that he is well liked, not only 
at Hr. Grace but all over the ·"·hole 
country. He has been al"ra~r:; ·very 
generous if he has one dollar in 11is 
pocket he 'vould give a half of it. And 
I a.gree with an.d support the conten
tion of l\'Ir. Bennett, Sir Michael Cash .. 
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in, Mr. Higgins a11d the other men1~ 
bers in sa.ying tl1a.t. he should receive 
the salary which he is entitled to and 
in keeping with · ·his experience and 
his w·ork. 

I advocated before and do so ~gain 
that Mr. Cave sli.ould be put in ch1arge 
<)f the Marine and Fishert~s, with JVIr. 
Piccott ·and Mr. Goodridge a.s assist
Etnts and the two Depart1nents-Mar
ine and .F'isheries a.nd Shipping con·
solidated .. 

HON. TH'E PRIME MINISTER--w·e 
Ill)W come to the JJepartment of Pub
lic Works (Page 66). You will see 
that the only cha11ge there is the aJ)·
pointment of l\/Ir. Pearce. 1a.s Purcha8-

. . 
ing Agent. . T'he Departme11t Contin·-
gencies . ha,re been reduced fr·on1 $11,.-

000 to $7,500. Insurance . is the same 
• as last year. 
On pa.ge 67 there are some1 reductions 

and increases ir1 votes as stated for 
fuel a11d lighting. It is esti.matefl 
that the Governn1ent Hol1se can be 
heated and lighter1 for less thian last 
yea.r. 

F1sti1nat(~S for the coming year is 

$35,000 instead of $31,000 as last yea.r . 
Keepers-The sarr1e under the I-lead 
of \Totes and Ta.xes. 

' 

On pag·e 'i9 Carbor e~tr Fire Ha11 ls 
the same a.s last ye:ar: O\v!ng to a ~ '\ 

llOgraphical error the an1ount was 
01r1itted last year. f.tr~1r1<.l Falls there 

I 

is a grant of $2·00 that is for wha:;rfag·e 
and se.werage matter. 'Tota.I $2,636. 

()n i)ia.ge 70· $100,000 has been re ·1uc
e·d to $20,0·00 for· general re1pa.irs thru
out th.0 Colony. !t is i1ot a real re-

l 

ducti<)Il it ~s redl1ced ge11erali~ .. on the 
\Vl1<.lle vote. Total for ultildings t1f 

$'!5,200. 
l . 

lfnder head "A" you ·will note t11at 
the grant is $131 ,000 as aga.inst $207 ,-
000, a red11ction of $76,000. 

MR. MOORE-There i$ 011e ite111 
here under J>ub1ic Works dep1artment 
I ''rould like to dra.w your attention ta 
and that is the quest.ion of the Archi
tect. If the Government were to hire 

an Arc.hitect fron1 outside to loolr aft
er the buildings it would hiave cost 
them at least $20 ,. 000. I have n.o re
tainer from the man I am referring 
to now, and probably we may n.ot see 
eye to eye with each other, yet he is . 
down here for $240J only. But I say 
tl1at l\'.Ir. Churchill :is worth far more 
and that he sho11ld receive it. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
That is quite true, Mr. Churchill has 
performed sp·ecial work for the gov
ernment and he also received speciial 
remuneration for it. 

MR. MOORE-I .do not know any
thing about that, I do not th.ink lie 
'vas paid. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-Yes 
he was paid two or three , amounts; 
've paid J1im some during the first 
year of our administration. 

MR. VINICOMBE-May I ask who 
is the fifth stenographer down at the 
P11blic Works Department? 

I 

HON THE PRIME MINISTER-Miss 
Sull:ivian. 

MR. VINICOM.B.E-1 spoke last yea.r 
about her salary·, she is only gettin.g 
$700, and the others are getting $720. 
)Tet last year you llromised to put her 
on a par with the others. She is 
worth as much as the others. She is 
reported as being a good stenograph
er as is in the department, and I want 
to see her ge~ it. • 

MR. BENNETT-Mr. Cb.iairma11, I 
would. like to say a word in favour of 
Mr. Churchill. As Mr. Moore has 
pointed out he is a. most capable man 
and official and i-s .often called upon 
to do extra work; he is not supposed 
to do it beca.use he is th~ Mechanical 
~uperintendent, and he sho·uld get 
1special remuneration for special or 
extra work. T1here is an.other matter, 
1and that is in connecti.on with Insur
ance work. We .vay $14,300 per )rear. 
Now I would like to ask if the build
ing on. Signal Hill kn.own as the Small 
Pox Hosp1ital was insl1red and if the 
insurance has been collected? 
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HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORI{S.
Yes the · building was insured and it 

''tas collected. 
MR. BE'NNETT-Another •thing • 

lS 

the Messe·nger ia,t the Public Works 
Departm.ent. Last year he got $700 
a11d I notice that this year he is dewn 
for $900. 

HON. MIN. OF PUBI-'IC ·woRKS.-
1.,he actual vote was $700. Mr. L.ock-

. . 
yer resigned and I may say that the 

· n1a.n who is there now is a ver).. ca-
11ab le man and he is doing some book
keeping as well, as he is relie·ving the 
fifth Clerk who is unde~ treat111e11t at 
the Sanitorium, and when he con1es 

• back he· may aiet as me·ssenge·r, owing 
to having been_. aclvised to do 1Jt1ts1idc 
work instead of office work, and the 
new man, Mr. Whitemars.h may act 
a .. s 5th Clerk. 

MR. FOX-Mr. Ch.airman, just be
~ore thiat vote goes through ~igl1t I 
a .. dd a word. I fully endorse all that 
ha.s been said ancl I heartily support 
the contention that Mr. Churchill be 
. ' 
re111unerated for his extra work, be-
cause·- he has on several occas.ions 
done . extra work and special work, 
such, if it had been. done by an o•ut
sider the· cha.rge would h.av·e been a 
very heavy one .. 

HON. ~rHE MIN. OF PUB. WORKS . 
-I intend to put h.im on th.e foot-
ing that \ivhen there. is extra "··ork on 
a building to charge the extra amount 
to that particular build'.ing ancl remu
nerate l.Vlr. Churchill for it. 

MR. ARCHIBALD-I am sure that 
the Hon. Prime Minister and the gent 
lemen associate<l with him kno'v that 
I am not inaking trouble for hin1 w·hen 
I say . that the ·charge made by the 
inember for St .. John's Eas·t some da3rs 
ago is too serious to pass unnoticed. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS·-I have 
only to repeat .what I have alread~ 

said. I remem her that when, the hon 
orable member for St. J-oh11's East 
inade the charge the Aud.itor-Gener~ 
al was not here, and I w·ent to M.r. 

r.Larris and asked l1im if we were now 
contracting for anything that we did 
1•.ot before. He said "no" -ther~ were 
011ly meat, bread, ·coal and millr that 
could not b·e got othe1rw·i·s.e. 

MR. BENNETT--Who told you that 
MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-Mr. 

I-Iarris. 
MR. BE.NNETT-But it is not true. 
MR. FOX-Sup-pli.es were contract

t?d for up to 1921. 
l\fR. BENNETT-We ha.d the ex

perience through the war period that 
we could not get sufficient suff thru . . 

the unsteadiness of the markets. Then 
wholesale prices were quoted by 
Messrs. Harvey and Co., iand others, 
and Mr. Horwood and others did the 
supplying .on a 10 per cent. basis. Yol.1 
must have misunderstood Mr. Harris . 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-Ile told. 
me these 'vere the only ar·ticles. 

. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
Mr. Jennings says there were coal, 
rr1eat, milk and bread. 

MR. BENNETT-But these are not 
tl1e general supplies. 

MRt FOX-YcJ11 contracted for goods 
last year. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC w ·oRKS-"No. 
MR. FOX-Then the Auditor-Gener

al is wrong· again. He, say·s h.ere that 
you did . 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-I might 
say that if the Auditor-General had 
·been here "Q.efore I would have seen 
hi1n. 

MR. FOX-You have the happy fac~ 
. 

ulty of· banish'ing everything fron1 
your memory. You even told us so 
this afternoon, and you forgot all the 
criticisms directed at your depart
ment. The -most astounding situation
l1as developed here this afternoon; it 
is bad enot1gh to have th.e respons~ibl o 
Minister get up and h'opelessly fail 
to even begin to give an explanation 

f of the criticism directed against h·im, 
but it is worse whe.n the Hon. Prime 
Ministerr jumps: up a.nd tacitly states 
that he will move a vote of censure 

• 

I 
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agaist the Auditor-General by askin,~· 

that any pariagrapl1 in his report ad· 
verse to th.e Government be deleted. 

HON. THE PRilVIE J\'IINISTER-A.d
verse to the Depa.rtment of Public 
Works. 

' 

MR. FO·X :_:The Dept. o.f P11blic 
'\\Torks is tl1e same as the Go,:--er11ment 
af: it is on.e of its branches. Now re
member gentlemen that the Auditor
G-eneral is in a pecl1liar position as 
he is irremova.bl~ except by stat~te; 
and he has been made irremovable sr 
a.s to put him 1Jeyond the control of 
any administration ai1d · so that he 
n1ight be able to come ' along as this 
year, and tell the people wl1.ether the 
Government ar·~ co11ducting the bl1si11-
ess of the country rightly or not. He 

Auditor-General and the atteJ:.npt t<J 
coerce tl1e latter to give a report 
that is favourable to him., h.is depa.tt
n1ent or the government, but does not 

' 
give the facts to the public I now move 
that tl1is vote sta.nd over till the pub
·lic hiave 11ad an opportunity of having 
the whole facts of the matter placed 
before them. lVIig·ht we not ask ·Mr. 
Chairma.n for the attendance of the 
Hon. Prime Minister w·hen we are 
called as no'v to c~omment so severely 
on his conduct. 

MR. ARCHIBALD-I am sorry the 
Hon. Pr:in1e Minister is not here, as I 
am largely responsible for· this matter 
I took up this as it struck as given 
out by the Hon. Prime Minister. I 
trust that before this . is dropped . the 

can criticize an<t the Government ca11 Hon. Prime Minister and th.e .Ministe.r 
not toltch him. Ai1d still the Hon. · of Works will see thtat it is 1nade 
Prime Minister th.:is afternoon sa.ys h~ clear to the people. I do not wish to 

· 'vill n1ove a vote of censure on him be- cast a11y reflection on the Auditor
cause he -had! the te1nerity to criticiz0 General, but the whole t11ing will 
this department. The next thing will have to be cleared lIP from 1ny stand
be thiat tl1is report w'ill be prepa,red point, as I raised the point~ ancl it 
b}r the Ho11. Prime l\ilinister as is th(• strucl{ me as. astounding that any 
speech from the Thro11e. The Audi- leader of a .governm.ent shoulcl at-
• 

tor-General is th~ one person in the tempt to delete any paragr1aph from 
Islant1 who "is loo]{ed to for an ttnb!
ased state1nent of affairs. No doubt 
he 11as critic:ise~ severely a.n.d impli
ed more as well, a11d now he is to suf-, 

fer for his i1npartiality by having th~ 
Hon. Prime Minister come in here ancl 

".ask that he be censured for :it. Is 
riot that the m.ost astounding situ.a-. 
tion that ever developed in this House 
What are you going to clo in tl1is case: 
---attempt to coerce 11im. 'to ""rite a 
report that will ineet witl1 your a:p
proval, but will not give the fact.s. If 
tr1e Hon. Prime Minister is going tcJ 

< 

delete that paragraph I think he will 
l1ave to delete a lot more. I arr1 ab ·· 
solutely iastounded to think we are 
face to face with such a position as 
11as been developecl by the Hon. Prime 

' . 
lVf:inister this afternoon, and I will 
follow with interest the interview b·e
tw·een the Minister of Works and the 

' 

such a report without proving it to 
be incorrect. I ·want to ha,·e confl
dc11ce in the Auditor-General, and l 
do not w·ant it to .go out to the coun
try that I in any way reflect on him; 
I am not up against the tto'\rer111nent 
either, 'but I do hope the trouble will 
be ta.k.en to clear this matter up. 

HON. 1\ITN. OF ~TUSTICE--I think 
Mr. Chairn1an, ias I see it the situa
tion is this. The Auditor-Ge11era ~ 
·stated that supplies were contracte<.1 
for and they should not h.ave been. 
~:rhe M1inister of Works says his cle
partment contr·acted for only the 
same articles as before. Now I thinlt 
tl1is can be cleared up, the a.ppoint
n1ent of a committee· o.f the House to 
~ee '¥hich is rigl1t, ancl whicl1 is 
wron.g. The Auditor-Ge11eral is on 
record in. his report ias sayi11g that we 
contracted for Sltpplies. 
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MR. FOX-And also at a loss, a.nd 
it was very unwise to resume a prac-
tice frorr1 which loss r ·esulted. 

HON. MIN. OF JUST'ICEr--It will be 
very easy to find out; the Auditor
General is on record as sa.ying one 
thi1tg a11d tl1e Minister of Works sa~ls 
it is not so. 

MR. ARCHIB·ALD-Don't you con
sider it as a serious situ.ation when. 
the leader of the Government makes 
a, stiatement that he expects to be em
barrassed by the newspapers, the Op- . 
positio·n an.d also the Auditor-Gen.eral . 
I cannot t1n.derstand it. I do not wan~· 

to hurt or embarrass the Hon. Prime 
' 

lVIi11ister but it is up ·to him to a.dmi ·' 
it if he has made a misstatement 
such as I or som.e other junior in the 
House might do, and the matter 111ust 

I 

be fully cleared up. 
HON. MIN. OF ~rUSTICE-That is 

a point I kno'v r1othing about as I 
'\vas_ not here, and I did not hear the 
remarks, I dtid not hear Mr. Fox. 
. MR. ARCHIBALD-I do n.ot wish. to 
em bafrass "'TOU • .. 

HON. ~'1IN. OF J .lTS'rICFJ--I am 011·· 

ly dealin .. g with 'vhat the honorable 
member for St. .John's East brought 
up-whether the report is right or 
\vrong. 

MIN. OF WORKS.-The·re is 'noth
ing I would more gladly welcome 
than an investigation. I iam prepar
ed to give every facility to anyone to 
go to my department~ and enquire as 
to what I stated is right or wrong~ 

MR. MacDONNELL-Will vou ad-.. 
r11it also that ther(; was considerable 
loss. 

• 

HON MIN OF JUSTICE-That must 
follO,\V. 

MR. HIGGINS--! rise Mr. Chair:
man, to support the sug.gestion of 
the H.on. Min.ister of Justice. The 

# • 

,,~ay out of this miatter is by the ap-
pc>intment of a' select co1nmittee. The 
comment of Mr. Fox is not such as 
generally comes from m.embers of 
tl1e Opposition, in tl1at it is a clear 

cut pronouncement that the head of 
a department is not fa:ithfully carry
i11g on his work. The Hon. Prime 
l\'.Iinister puts in a disclaimer a11d says 
that 11e is not right--4it is too rid.icu
lous fo1r anything. If it were made by 
some yo Un gs ter it might ·oe 1BJright, 
but co1nin.g from tbe Hon. Prime Min
ister, I must say I am surprised. The 
whole reason for .it was that the Hon 
Prime Minister himself got em.barrass 
ed. But I forgive him as we have 
been for,giving you all along, and I 
now forgive him as he, kn:ows not what 
he says. If ever3rthing tl1e Aud.jtor-· 
General says w·hich does not suit h.as . , 
to be stricken out we w'ill have little 
left o,f the report. But if he put in 
all that he might which is not fav·· 
orable to you, then we would have 
some report beldeve me. Instead of 
saying you ~re a crowd of incapables 
and incompetents, he merely says 
like a polite man, that you a.re un
w'ise. If he sa.id it in the ~~ngl isb 
that is con1monly u.sed i11 the street~ 
we would have something go.od, and 
if he w'ere to be "critically correct•' 
he would siay that "th.is departm.ent is 
conducted in such a disgraceft1l m an
ner, is handled with such utter disre-
' gard to economy and bears such a, 
• 
hall-mark of incon1petency tl1at I r·e--
fuse to rep1ort on it at all.'' 'That 
\vould be "critically cort ect.""' I '\-VOUl(~ 

take the "\\""Ords of the Minister him~ 

self as when he is charged "\Vith the . 
spend:ing of monies, he says he knows 
noth.ing about it. Th1at proves he j s 
riot properly. conducting his depart-
1nent. But when we come to this af
·ternoon, tl1ere is rcerely commer1t of 

"" his administration ' backed bv the ... i\u ... · • 

diitor-General's report. And w'hen the 
I-Io11. Prime .Min.ister jumps up and 
flies off the handle it is only in .ac
cordance with everything else· in the 
r11a,nagement of affairs-' '.it is mad, 
cracked. The idea of firing the Au
ditor-Ge11eral-"all tommy rot--yor 

' 

~.ave no power to fire the Auditor ·· 
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General. The suggestion is too silly fore the House I do not know. If we 
for anything. Remember that in deal are to have the select committee I do 

~ing W1ith. the Auditor-Gener·al you arr not see any reason. for holding up the 
not deali11g with the Editor· of the Ad 
vocate or th'e man who was in charge 
of the notorious Road 'de Luxe. ·My 
colleague interjects that yOll would 
not fire the latter, a.nd I say i1ow as 
or1e who had to do with that Ciase in , 

Court, that that man was used as the 
scapegoat for those higl1er up. The 
two poor fellows \Vh.o were lampoon
ed were not the ones responsible, b11t 
·111en :in 1nuch hi.gher standi.11g. The 
111en morally and politically respons:·e · 
ble for the scandal in connection with 
that road were i11en higher· up. But I 
do not want to go too deepl)" Into thts 
matter 1an.d I will stic.k to the question 
of the A11ditor-Ger1eral and speak of 
your unwisdom. I suggest that the 
Comn1ittee rise and I endorse the sug 
estion of the Hon. Minister o.f Jus-. . 
tice. If tl1e Auditor-=Gerieral has made 
a m1istal\:e-and after all he is only 

'-human-it · would b·e better that the 
people should know it, but it is total
lJr unfair to suggest he has ma,de iany 
a.ttack on the Govern.m.ent .or any- de
partment wl1ich the Hon. Prime Min. 
ister imp1lied when he sruid he was 
used to being attacked by the p.apers , 
the Opposition etc. That is altogeth
er indecent. As far as we can se.e the 
Audit1o·r-1Genera certa;inly . has not 
gone out of l1is way to make things 
11ard for the government. I say this 
in justice to the Mi.niste·r of Wo1rks 
as well as to anyon~ else, and I sup
port the Hon. Minister of Justice in 
the 1notion for a ·select comm!ittee td 
have tb.e whole matter cleared up. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-As l 
said before there was nothing extra 
contracted for, and I must have been 
n1isinformed by the· Deputy. 

Hon. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-My 
idea. was to try1 and clear up the dis
pute as between the Auditor-General 
arid the l\finister of w .orks, but what 
effect this Will have on the vote be-

whole vote as it cannot effect it in 
any way. 

MR. HIGGINS--! take it that this 
is a matter on which you will ap
point the committee informally. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
When I stood Uil I had no idea or 
Sl1ggesting that th~ vote be held u:p. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-
As I s:ai(l before the vote is for re
r•airs and the affairs we have been 
discussing are entirely outside it. 

' 
MR. · FOX-I take :it that the rest 

of the vote will not be taken up nov.r 
HON TtIE PRil\'.IE MINISTE.R-The 

total vote. for the Pp b·lic Works Depart 
ment includes some 8 or 10 a.nd the 
one just passed is that on page 70. 
The votes affected by the honorabl~ 

gentleman's remarks begin on pagf' 
71. 

MR. BENNETT-Mr. Ch1airma11. 
~lust a word with regard to the matter 
of the salary of the Deputy superin
tendent of the Penite11tiary, Mr 

• 
Thompson. In 1920 he had a sa.lary 
voted him of $1,644 w1ith a commission 
of 2 l-2 per cent of the receipts of the 
broom department, this co1n.m1sston 
not to exceed $250. , since that time , 
however, he has not received the co.m~ 

' n1ission and last year his salary was 
cut to $1,392.00. PreviolIS to the in
creiase he was getting $1,386 witl1 the 
Cf)1nmission, as he has been descrin1- -
i11ated against. The Superintendent's 
raise was from $1,500 to $2280, ·but 
$360 was dropped for rations. The 
Superin:tendent used to get .an allow
ance for r·a.t1ions hut Mr. Thompso11 
did not. Mr. Thompson is being de
scri1ninated agai.11st for the reason 
tha,t he is .getting less no\v than he 
gnt before th.e first increase in s~l

aries. There i~ no public servant to
day_ getting less than he was previous 
to 1918, but that is the position with 
regard to Mr. Thompson. He ha~ 
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been thirty-two years in thf.\_,t position 
a11d he practically runs the institution 
yet this is the way he is treated. Mr. 
Thomp,son should have got the same 
proportionate increase ias others got. 
It would be only an act of common 
justice. I appeal to th.e MJnister of 

' Justice and the Prime Minis~er, and 
I am · sure they are too fair to discrirn 
ir1ate a,ga1nst an official ln th.is way. 
He has always been one of the most 
calPable orfficial1s1 and the gerater part 

· of the resp,onsibility ,of run111ing the 
institution has rested with hin1 and 
all the mo,re so no'v tl1at he has a full 
house all the time. I hope the go'r' 
ernmen.t will consider this matter, 
a.nd I think it would be an act of 
grac~ to see that Mr. Tho1npso11· is 
fairly dealt with. 

Mr. · Spealre·r resun1ed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Com111ittee 

reported that they hiad considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
certadn Resolutions, and asked leave 
to sit again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report wa,s receiv
ed· and a.dop1ted, and it was ordered 

'that the Committee have leave to sit 
• 

\ . · again on to-morrow · 
; . 

Pursuant to order and. on motion O·f 
Hon. the Minister of Justice the ·Bill 

' entitled "An Act to Am.end Ch.a.pte1• 
108 of the Consolidated Stattites en- · 
titled "Of the Pr'otection of .i\.nin1als , '~ 

was read a second tin1e, and it was 
ordered tl1at the sa.id Bill b' referred 
to a Select Committee of the House. 

The Co1nm'.ittee to be Hon. the Min·
ister of .Justice, Mr.1 Jones, Mr. Chees 
mar1, Mr. Fox, l\tir. Higgins. 

The Ren1aining Orders of the Da ,, .. 
were deferred. 

It was inoved and seconded tha ~·. 

when the House rises, it adjourn until 
· to- morrow aftern:oon 1at th.ree of the 
clock. 

TJ1e House then. a,djol1rned accord
ingly. 

. W:IDDNEiSDAY, April 26tn., 1922 
The House met at 1three of · the clock 

in the a.ftern.oon. pursua.nt to adjourn
me11t. 

Petitions were presente,d by 
Mr. MacDonn.ell from B,a,y of islands 

Re: Herring Fis,h1ery. 
Hon. the Minister 0 1f P1osts. ga.ve no

tice, :that he· would o'n to,morrow mo,ve 
the Hou·s:e· into a 1Committee o·f the 
Whole to con.sid.e1r ·cert3lin Resolution~ 

.. to confirm an agreem.e,nt ma.de be
twe·en. the Government a,nd the C,om
mercial 1Cable Company. 

Mr. Moore gave n.otice of questio·n. 
Sir M. P. Ca.shin 1gave n.otice ,of ques

tion. 
Dr. Jone·s gave. n,otice o,f que·stion. 
Hon. the Prime \Minister 1tabled D,e ~ 

partmental Trust Account for Educa.
tion. 

The 'Chairman from the Committe,e 
I 

of the Whole, on Supply reported cer· 
' tain Res1olutions which we,re read a 

first time as1 follows: 
Dept of Marine· & Fisheries $320,G!ill.89 
Dept. of Shipping $50,000.00 

T'he s~id Resolutions bein.g read a 
: S·econ.d time,, it was moved an.d second 
ed that th.e Hous.e 1concur with the 

I 

C1ommittee there,in, a.n.d the said Reso 
111tions were agree to. 
I 

Purs1uant to ,orde1r, and on i11otior~ 

of I-In. the Prime Minister, the· Hous·e 
resolv·ed itself into a 1Committee of the 
Whole on Supply. 

l\lr. Sp1eaker le,ft the Ch,air. 

Mr. Hibbs 1to,ok the ,Chalir of Com
mittee. 

'C·ommitte,e of th,e Wh.ole on Supply. 
' H10N. th.e1 PRIME M'INISTER:-M·t . 
Chai:r,m,an, 10n y1e)stelfd.ay s.omd d:is
cti.ssion arose, 0 1ver a se,ction of the 

; Audit,o·r «}eneral's Report ,and a ·state, 
m.ent mad·e b·y ·,the Minister of Public 
Works ·res:pe,cting contracts that we·rt. 
m.ade by him for meat, milk a,n,d 
bread. According to a letter I have 
just r·e1ceived from the Auditor Ge·ne·r· 
a.I it appears n.ow 1that b1oth of th.eise ' 
gent1em.e,n are right.. He1re , is the 
letter. I will read it fior the informa 
tion of the Hous,e. · 

• 
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(Reads) 
SIR R. A. S,QUIRES1:-S,o,, as you. 

see, the · di:sipute mu,st co,nsequentl)' 
resolve itself into a discussion 1of the 
question of the, use of the word re
sume. I pre·s.ume that I have to an
nour1ce, th1at Mr. Jenings a,nd ,thb 
Auditor 1Ge,ner3Jl are both rig.ht. Me:a.t, 
bread, milk and coal wer·e in.deed cont· 
tracted for by th.e Board of Wiorks But 
these we,re the ·only articlers con ... 

ltrac,ted for by the Boa.rd, .a,nd nothing 
else besides the1s·e were contra,cted for. 
During the wa,r contracts' we·r·e m.a,d'& 
lJy w·hic.h the go·vernnient benefite·d as 
the·y p~,id, for the a.rticles contracte,~ 

for, a pri,ce less than the current 
price. Articles were contr·acte·d fo·r 
duri11g th.e war, and _in some c.aseis: the 
government m31de up to .the contract
ors th,e difference betwe,en the· ,con
tract price· and the curre.nt price·. 
Some·time,s it wa.s fou.nd that the 
current 1 pric,e or some articles con-

'tracted for wa.s· dou.ble1 the contract · 
price. This meant: that ·either the gov
ernment had to give the contractors 
fair value for theise a.rticle1s or ·e,lse 
the,se me,n would b·e driven into 'banlt·,. 
ruptcy ve,ry shortly. So they were 
p.aid the market price at the1 time oit 
=delivery. But it is und.e·niable that 
contracts were in existe,nce, and Mr. 
Jennings instea.d of re,commen·cing 
.011l y continued ina,king contracts fo·r 
tl1e,se a,rticles, meat coal, m,ilk and 
bread, follo1wing a practice esta,b,lished 

· a.nd ca.rried out . b·y the late govern
ment. 

MR. MACPONALD:-wa,s Mr. Jen 
nings wis1e in taking th,e·se contracts 
in view of the varying u.nsteady · con
dition then existing? ·T'ake sugar for 
instance. 

MR. SQUIRES:-! thin·k Mr. Jenn·· . 
i11gs; wa~s wise in c,ontracting for 
tl1ese articles, milk, meat, bre·ad and ' ... 
coal. All others were b·ought at th·e 
market price. The "lwte g·overnn1e,nt 
and also the pteis·ent government 
bo·ught under contr:act, and unde·r the 
past gover11ment, groceries and a.II 

f 

other supplies were b1ought under 
c:ontra.ct. During the war the practice 
of c:o:n;tracting for all su.pplie1s, was dis 
continued, as if .the cbntr,actors were 
forced to suply at th.e C·ontract price, 
there wo·uld be grave. pr,o:bability ot 
their meetin,g· with ve,ry serio·us 101sseb 
in vie,w of the, unste1a.dine1ss of the 
1narket. For instance take flou.r. Flour 
which ·Could :be pr·od,uced for Se,ve·n 
dolla.rs ($7.00) per brurrel, rose gra,d
ually in. price during the wa.r, until 
it h1ad re·ac.hed Se.ve'nte,en do1llars ($17,-
00) per ba.rrel. Cons.e,qu,ently ar
ra.ngements were made un.de·r' wh.ich 
these c·o·ntracts w~re· held in ab·e.ya,n.ce, 
a.nd th~ 1articles contracted for sup
p lied at the market price at . time O't 

delivery, not the contra,ct price. 'The 
system of contra,cting co1uld not be 
carrie·d on by the contr·actors a.t a 
loss, so they were p.aid the current 
~rice for th.e· article1s the1y supplied. 

l\fR. MACDO'NALD·:-Did the gov· · 
ernment lose . by making thes,e co1n
\racts? 

MR.' SQUIRES,:-! do not thin.k so. 
M'R. MACD10NALD:-The Auditor 

General sa.y·s so on. his re,port, a.nd, ab 

a matter of fact the Mlniste·r of Pub·· 
lie Works, Mr. Jennnings himself 
told us of in1stan,ces wh.e·re it would 
have be1en bette,r to ha,ve waited. 

MR. JENNINGS:-Oh! No1• No. 
I 

MR. SQUIRE;s :-Liet my, Honour· 
able friend rea.d this letter a.nd per
ha.ps that may settle this dis:pute. 

M'R. JEIN'NJN1GS:-Allow me to have 
a few words i11 this discussion on the 

I 

contracts made b1y the· Bo1ard of Work1s 
of late years. As regards' the,se, con
tracts ,for meat, b·re,ad, coal an.d milk, 
in 1920 th.e price of meat supplied to 
institution.s was 28 cents p'er pound, 
and bread 8 1-2 or 9 ce,nts pe.r loaf . 
These we·re· contracted for with the 
proviso th.at any fluctuation in the 
~arket w·ould make no differe,nce in 
the price,, whic.h should remain 
as in the c·ontract. .D·11rin,g this 
year Flour dr·oppe,d to $12.00 per· b·air
rel. Next year ft,o.ur· we,nt up, so in 

I 
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making contracts for bread supplies 
there was no provi.so contained in the 
contra.ct and the: brea.d h·ad to '.be, sup · 
plied at a price porportione,d to· the 

' 
rise or fall in the price of fi,our. In 
relation to the, contracts, for meat and 
bre·ad e·ntered into by the g1o·vernment, 
I may say, that these contra.cts were 
usually the same every ye,ar, a.s th,e·re 
was very little competition a.s most 
peopled claimed th.at there was very 
little, if .~ny profit in it. 801 the sa.me 
people were contra.cting year after 
year to supply meat and bread. H 101w ... 
ever during the· .latter part of _ 1921, 
flour happene·d to drop considerably 
in price.. Immediately the . Deputy 
Minister interviewed the co·ntractorb 
for breiad, in an ' endeavour to have 
the price ·o·f the bre,ad supplie·s re"' 
duced accordingly. They claimed th,at 

• 

in the first part of the y·ear the·y had 
not made the slightest profit, but at 
times h1ad even suffere·d a loss. unde·1 
their contracts, 9ind that now this 
drop would only e,na.ble· the,m to make 

'\ t 

ends meet. As th.ey per,s:iste,d the,y · 
sh,ould get the be·nefit of this dro·p in 
flo·ur, we presse.d the. claim without 
any re,sults, and of cou.rse, no re
duction was m1ade. If the Board . ot 
Works or its Minister h~d seen that 
these 1circumstance,s would ha,ve rise·n, 
they would have ma.de provision. But 
they did not forsee them and coa 

' 
sequently there was no pr·ovis.ion i:q 
the contract. ·The· prices .fo.r 1922 
were milk 68 cents. per gallon and 
breaid 6 1-2 to 7 C·ents per loa.f. 1There 
was a difference in the pri,ces 10fbread 
which varied a.ccording to the dis
tance of the institutions to w·hich it • 

had to be brought. Some institutions, 
as you are aware lie some dist.a.nee:. 
outside the town and this w·a.s re-
sponsible for the higher prices in 
13ome cases. Now comp,are th.ese pric,e~ 

with the current rates in existence 
since· 1922, and I think yo1u. will admit 

that these prices a.re very fav·ourable. 
I 

As a matter o.f fa.ct I can state that 

tl1ere ha:s been no· considerable loss in 
connections with these sup1J)lie. 

MR. SQUIRE:s:-Mr. 1Ch.a.irm.an, I 
now desire to submit to the ·Commit
tee for consideraition the suggestion 

. that as reg·a.r·ds this1 matte·r of v·otin~ 

on H·ospitals an.d Institutions of the 
C'ity that instead o.f voting on Sud.
bur·y detailed a,mounts for specific pur 
poses, to vote the whole amount to
ward·s the upkeep of the1 building. The 
matter o,f Sudbury ca.nnot be con
sidered right n.ow, as it is · prop·osed 
to make· some substantial changes, so 
in orde,r to lea.ve the m1a.tte1r open ·fo1 
consideratio1n I think the v,ote should 
be carried in Globo, and not a.s· the1y 

I 

are here divided for spe1cifi·cation pur-
, 

poses. 
MR. BENNE1TT:--.:This method ot 

• 

v·oting is to apply to Sudb·u.ry alone? 
• MR. SQUIRES.:-Yes! it .is meant 

to be a.pplied to Sud.bury alo1ne. Tht-J 
idea is to strike all those things 
specifically mentioned purp1oses at all, 
but to· vote the whole a.mo,unt $10,.0·00 .. 
00 with·out spe·cify·ing its uses an.d 
distribution, so that alterations may 
be conv·enie·ntly m.a.de, a.s they m~y 
afterwards be desired. Be·cau.se of a 
wing ha.ving be·en a.dded to the L.una .. 
tic Asylum, an.d one also· ~dde·d to the 
Sanatorium the 1s,ubsidies fo·r thes& 
institutions w·ill have to be increa.se,d. 
T'his will make a little difference in 
the salaries, but the cost orf ma.inta~n

ing the·se institutions will be con 
1siderably more, so that the sub·sidietis 
will have to be increase!d a.cco1rdingJy. 
I would, therefore, Mr. Cha.irman. 
move the adoption otf these votes 
und~r H'ea}j 7. But the suggestion 
that the d·eta.il~ with regards to Sud
bury Hospital be omitted and the 
vote on that institution ta.ken in 
~rhole. 

MR. BENNETT:-I would like to 
h'a,ve a w:o·rd, with the· Prim.e Minis
ter, and I take it tha~t the ·S·u.ggestion 
has been made with a vie,w to divert·
ing- the U·ses of this Hos,pital intb 
another· channel? If th.at is the in-
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tention I think the go·ver·nment ought. 
to· move slowly in this matter. Even 
if tl1is vote is t,ake~n 3(S a whole with
out any votes for specific purpose& 
whatsoe,ver, this Hos.pita! cannot be 
closed in .a sh.ort time. 

MR. s .QUIRES,:-I wanted to leave 
that qu.estion entirely ope1n, so that 
it ma,y b·e decided laiter wh.at might 
be done with the building. 

l\'.IR. MOORE :-I presume this vott. · 
I , 

on the whole is only to · be applied 
to this one iten1, Sudbury Ho·s1pital, 
and not to the 0th.er ln.stitution.s. 

MR. SQUIRES:-! can info1rm m~ 
honora.ble frie·nd that that is the idea· 
exactly. 

MR . .M010:RE::-I notice that there i~ 
a. vote in connecti,on with the General 
Hospital which provides a sala.ry for 
the Se.cretary Mr. Rennie of $1600,00. 
N O\V I am info,rmed that Mr. Rennie ,, 
work does· not keep· him alway·s. at the 
G·e11eral H·o·spitall, as l1e .i·s also1· Secre
tary of the ·Ga.s Works, Could the 
Prime Mlniste·r· tell me1 if Mr. Rennie 
is or is · n.ot still the secr·etary o·f the 
Gas Works? 

lVfR. SQUIRES·: - I , understood that 
he w.as secretary of the Gas 1Compa.ny 

~ but w.he'n he was aJpp·ointed to th& 
position he wa.s suppo1sed to devote 
his wlliole time· to· the work t~ere·. 

iM:R. MO,ORE(:-I.t ~·s, well kn.own 
tl1at Mr. Rennie goes down t.o· work 
at the Hos.pit.al at 12 0 1'clock and 
leaveS' again at 1. ·1 ha've no obje:ct
ion to Mr. Re·nnie filling this job at 
the HospitaJ, but if Mr. Re·nnie is 
pulling do,wn two jobs, I think his 
position s.hould be, given to some r·e-

: turned soldie1r. 

MR. SQUIRES:-Under th.e Gener .. · 
aJ fiospital Act the Board of that 
Hospital ha.d veste·d in them the powe1 
to m.ake all a.p·pointm,ents of this n.a
ture and I ca.n say that if the ·a;ppoint .. 
ment had b·een left in the h.ands of 
the govern.ment Mr. Re1nnie would not 
ha.ve beeen place·d in th,at position. 
The a.pp.ointment 'vas 1ma,de: by the 
Board· ·of Gover·nor_s in ,c :ouncil an.d 

this governm·ent has neither the pow
er to . mak.e or cha.n.ge this appoint·
me11t. 

IvIR. MOORE:-! fa.il to see th.e ne 
cessity for Mr. Rennie b1eing· aJppointed 

• 
to this po!s1iti·on,. whe·n it is a we·l1 

I 

known f~ct that the nurses down a.t 
tl1e H,ospital colle,ct for him. In re
gard to the Sanatorium I m,ay say th.at 
I paid a vis.it there sometime· ago to 
see a c·erta;in yo•ung man .an,d at th.e 
ti1ne I was shown all ove·r the lJuild
ing ,by th.e Doctor in, cha.rge·, a.nd I dis·· 
~overed .. that the building wa.s b·eing 
inaintain,ed .at a very low rate,. The 
~ost I was informed was $15,000 so l 
see no reia.son why this increa.s~ 

which ha.s been pro,posed should not 
be . inade this year. 

MR. vVALSH :-As we a.re on the 1 

matter of Hospitals n·ow I might 
mention that I .brought the case of 
a Mr. Bruce before the, Col1ntry some 
tin1fl ago·, I pointed ·out th.at this ma.n 
who ha.d received medical attendance 
a.t the Hospital was charged an extra · 
fe.e. of $40 b·Y Dr. Keega.n, now I want 
to be cle3'r as to whethe1r Dr. Keega.n 
is 'permitted to . make· extra cha.rge~. 
I am more than dou.btful on this point, 
and I w·ould like t 10 know, as I would 

, b·e then in a position to d.efin.itel) 
advise my consti.tue·nts1 who ma,y 

• 
\¥rite to me asking the conditions 
under whic.h they ma1y ente,r the Gen
eral Ho1S1pital. At presein.t ·I am un, 
able to do this as I am not ce,rta.in 
whethe·r Dr. Kee,ga.n is or is not allow
ed to make cha.rges over and abov~ . 
the regula.r charges. 

MR. SQUIRES :-iM'.r. 1Ch.airm1an, the 
. ca.se to which Mr. Wa,lsh re1fers is the 
case ,of a m.ain wpo on ·ente·ring the 
Hospital re·quested that he be placed 
;in a priv,a.te room, an.d a,s1ked for 
special n1edical1. attendance, so the 
government ca,nnot criticise the Hos
·pital. for ma.king extra ,charge,s in his 
c.ase. Wh.en makin.g applicatio1n fol 
aidmittance th'is man . mad.e a special 
applicatio·n to Dr. Keegan to look af .. 
te1· his c.ase pers.onally to attend on 
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11im himself and not let any of the, 
vis.itin,g surgeons have atnYthing tet 
do with his case, so he r·e,ceived spe,cial 
attention from Dr. Keega.n . hi1nse1lt, 
~nd the man th,at makes' a kick after 
il.11 thi-s, as he ha,s d,one, is in my 
ppinion, nor worth the title of ma,n 
at ~11. 

MR. WALSH :- T·o th:os~ r,ema.l"'.kb 
tf the Prime· Minister· . I only wis,h to 
re·peat wh,at I have alrea.dy said in 
this House. All th.at y.ou have ·strut.ea. 
is not true. I want to again state that 
Mr. 1Chambers when applying fo:r 

. admission for Mir .. Bruce made, s10 much 
a,rrange,ments with Dr. Kee,gan, he 
asked for a private room for Mr. Bru·ce 
and wa'.s inf,ormed that the,re wais none 
to be had. H,e was howeve·r told that 
there was a cot vaca.nt in a room 
which contained ,about four other cots. 
On asking the c,ost of this cot Dr. 
Keegan told Mr. Chamb,ers in the 
presence of Mr. Bruce that it would 
be $12.,00 per wook, Mr. B.ru.ce said 
he would a,c.cept this cot, as he would 

' 

have to pay as m u1ch as that for a 
room in any boarding hou1s1e in Town. 
After two weeks under tr,ea.tment at 
the Hospital Mr. Bru.ce wa.s ready to 
be discharged, and was pre,se,nted with 
a bill for $25.00. T'his he paid, but OP 

his way out he was calied into a 
room and presented with a.not.her bill 
of Dr. Ke·egan's, although he is not 
a man · at all rich, possessing only 
limited means. Be·cause he has a fe:w 
dollars is no reason why Dr. Keegan 
should tack on a :bill of $40 extra for 
treatme,nt. If Dr. Keegan is entitled 
to more mone·y for his services at 
the Hos·pital, let him plaice his applica
tion befor·e this House and let him 
h.ave it. This is not the only ca.se 
of its kind that has come to ,my n·otice, 
and there are other me,mbe,rs in this 
House could also cite cases of a like 
nature. 

SIR M'.I1CHAEL 1CASHIN:-May I 
ask \Vho is in cha.rge of th·e General 
Hospital when Dr. Keegan is · awruy? 
HON. THE MINIST1ER OF PUBLIC 

'VORKS:-Yes, Dr. Frase,r • IS ill 
charge. 

SIR Ml1CHAEL 1CASHIN: '-I ha.VE:. 
been t1old that a pers,on came in to-day 
and he was told there was no Dr. ap
pointed 0 1r acting. In fact I have a 
letter her,e concerning · it, and ·the 
Minister ca.n re,ad it himself. 

HON THE PRIME MINIS:TER:
Mr. Chairman, we now come to . a 
vote which may b,e de·b,atable, under 
the H.ead of Roads. 

Pa"ge 83. 
These .are the1 tot.a.I v1otes: 
Main Roads $65,000 
Local Roads $75,000 

Railw,ay 1Connecting Roads $3,000. 

It is suggested that the ,amount be 
cut in two. I do not say th.at they 
will only cost one-half 0 1f that amount 
b1ut they will n.ot cost a;nyt:6ing like 
the amount they cost last year. '0t 
course I a.m not· sa.ying that therb , 
will be a sa.ving oif a bona fide· h.alf, 

l b1ecause the·re will be was,houts and 
unfurese·en re,pairs to bridges d u1 
in the coming yea,r which, will be 
extra expens.e. 

SlR MICHAEL CASHIN:-,-Mr. 
' •I 

Chairm.an, I think it is a mistake to 
tear down the grants for roa.ds at 
the prese·nt time. The grant n.ever 
was sufficient for roads, and you will 
mruke ,a mess of the whole thing. It 
),.ou ha,d spent 50 per cent ·or eve·n 
25 per cent ,of the amount which. you 
spent in the wilde·rnes,s last year, 
around St. John's, we would have . hacl 
some d·ecent roads. It is essential fo\ , 

a country t10 have good ro,atls', you 
tallr about 'Tourists coming 'here-. 
Our roads are bad e,nough now·, but 
what will they be like if you cut the 

• 

gra.nt in two? If you ,c11t th.e grant 
in tw,o the roads rure g·one, altogether; 
yet you are putting in the Es1timate~ 

tpis year only 50 per cent of the 
amount spe,nt as a grant last year. 
I want you to go into the ma,tter in t:t 

busiil,ess-like manner the country 
r·oads need the greatest of atte·ntion, 

' ' 

you have farmers around the country 
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roads who must get to their farms. 
The total for .Local Ro·ads is only 

! ' 

.-$75,000, you cannot cut that in two1
• I 

. protest strongly against the tou.chinl!, 
of this v1ote, at all, . as it is not one 
;half e·nou.gh now. Take the roa,ds. in 
my district. From here to Fe,rryl~nd 

.'th.ere is only $1200.010 for the roads 
there. T'hat is no use whateve.r. What 
will happ·en is thi1S1; th·e members O·n 
this side of the House will have their 
grants ·cut in two, and the .govern-

"firm of Hic.lrn1an. & 1Co., for inst~nc·e 

"in spite ·of the· fact that the1ir name 
''appears in almost every district as 
"recipients of these supply guarantees. 
"The expla.nation ls simple.. s .i1 
"Micha.el a.n.d h.is fellow-opp·ositionists 
"ha.ve no de·sire to, or no intention of 
"rufflin.g the feelings of their owtl 
"friends. ·T·he·y go on the assumptio·L 
"that Cashin Supporters can do no 
"wrong. 'The·y mu.st not tread on the 
"corn.s of such Nabobs as Mr. H .. · E. 

ment members will have no ·cut ·on "Hickmain.. With the Unio·n 1C·o., it is 
their districts· at all; that is what ha.s . "different. In knocking the Unior1 

' I 

; bee·n done in the past. 
While on my feet ·I 'Yish to dra.w at

:tention to the Editorial. in the Evening 

"Tra.ding 1Co., the Opposition are aware 
"that they are merely knocking th& 
"Northern Fishermen and incidently, 

I 

Advocate of to-day's i:sisue, as follows: "Mr. 1Coaker. The· mo·re injury they 
• 

"It would be intere.sting to know just "can do to their cause the better will 
"what motjve actu~tes Sir Michael "it suit Opposition purposes." 
"·Ca.shin and his :(jollowers in selecting As· I have a1rea.dy state·d the·re is n~ 
;''the Union 'Trading ·Co., from amongst comparis.on betwe1en Hickma.n & Co., 
"score·s of supplying concerns fo:r and the F.P.U. ·C'o1

• The F.P.U. never 
"spe·cial criticism in connection wit.h supplied in anything to the s·ame ex ... 
"last year·'s gua.rante.es. Day by day ' tent a.s Hickma.n & Co., B·owring 
"in the H1ouse the Trading 1Co., is de- · Bros., or Job·s, and other large firms. 

·~'nounced because the Trading ·Co's by men who ta.ke e·very thing they 
"·supply a.ccou.nts have not been finaliz- ca.n lay their hands on, and p·ut it 
"ed. D1ay b·Y d.a.y this excuse is used in their own poc.kets, Pit-pr.op's, Salt 
"to personally ab.use the fish.ermen's fish b·ought with government money 
"'representative·s' in the Asse·mbly, yet and God a.lone knows what else. Why 
"not on·e word of r·eproach f1or other s.hould I not criticise them? Every 
'firms who have failed to ma.ke goo·d . d,ollar that can be got is twisted by 

' 
'th.e amounts advan·ced them, has tb.e me,mbers o·n the other side of tqt. 
"b·een heard.'' 

I will a.nswer that right ·off now; 
the F.P .U. never supplied for the fish-
ery they 0 1nly ga.ve very small amounts 
and supplies to· the p·eople who w·ere 
well off to those people wh1o·m th:ey 
:were ce·rtain would rep~y. If we are 
not here to criticise such scandal~ 

as thes1e, · what in the world are· we 
;here for? 
' The Editorial goes · 1on to say:-

"It\ t]1e '.p ·r1e,Slen~·1 o ·pposition w·ere 
"a1etu ated by pure ·m,otives in criticis·· 
"ing the Union 'Trading 1Co., in this 
''conne·ction, surely they would not 
"hesitate to extend their condemn.ation 
"to other:s1 who are in the· same boat. 
''Not a word has been said ab.out thb 

Hot1se and put in th:eir pockets. 
This pa.per rulso say1Si that th.e sup

plies given out last year increa:sed the 
?>evenue of the 1Colony by $500,000; y·e·s, 
rn.ayb·e, if they had given r·eturns and 
we ha~ a g,ood ~shery, but not when 
half o.f the supplies we,re given to men 
who were building roads in the wilder-
ness. 

Now he goes on to say that:-''While 
"this i·Si going on in the . H·ouse, the 
"smaller fry outside, the nume·rous 
"O·pposition hanger-ens and hang-e·r
"downs, including the calamity-ho,.. ... 
"lers of newspape·rs which supp·o·rt 

' 
"the Tory ca .. use, are b·Y lies and in-

. J'uendo, helping in th·e attempt to kill 
"the influenc·e of the ' 71ui.on and to disi .. 
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"credit its ,President." Now, is there 
any nece·ssity for that? Your Presi
dent kn·ows that he has done wrong, 

' and now he ha.s · dese·rted you, he is 
away and won't be back until the 
~hutters are up in thisr House. He 
\was practi.cally Prime Minister for two 
• 
pears, and he ruine·d you and thb 

.t country ~s well; , he had a free hand 
and no one in the wide world to keep 
a check on him. 

: "·The E'ditorial goes· on to say that--• 
"·The insults slappe.d at the fish.ermeit 
"during the present Sesision by th.e 
"·Opposition will n·ot soon b·e forgotten 

1 "by those h.ardy toiler~ who . li.ttle 
"deserve the ·cowardly slanders' direct
" e·d towards them. These sland·ers 
"were born of conte,mpt f.or the fi1s1he·r.·· 
"men and the criticisms of the fisher
"me·n' 1Coinpany ar"" .born ·of a desire 
'to pus·h them b1ack from their pr·e1sent 
~'position of growing independence." 

I . 

Now can you point out one insult that 
has be·en ha.nded out to the fishe.rmen 
by the Opposition since the pre1s1en.t 
Session started? 

No, 1·- do not agree with the Prime 
Minister in what he handed out this 
a;fternoon conce·rning the roads. Fancy 
$7 5,000 being .the whole total a.mount 
for local ro·ads in N e:wf oundland; and 
yet he is g·o-ing to cut that in two; $37 ,-
500 for all the roads in this country, 
yet last year the Mini,ster of Public 
Works spe·nt aib·ou.t three times that 
amot1nt on the Road de L.uxe; YOll also 

~ e-pent $35,-000 ·On one-fifth of a mile 
< 

leading from Topsail Road to Water-
ford Bridge Road. 

What is your total fo1r Main Road8 
~r. Jennings· throughout the Island? 

HON. 'THE MINISTE:R OF P·UlfLl1C 
~WORKS :-$65,64.8.00. 

' 

' SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:-Do, you 
mean to tell me. that $65,000 is suffi
cient for road·s and bridges around 
'this country? 

" 
HON. THE MINIST'E·R OF PUBLirC 

WORKS:-Yes, one year the whole 
·am·ou.nt was dispensed with altogether 

I have no doubt b 1ut that we will be 
able to malnage· for one year. 

S·IR MICHAEL iCASH;IN:-Wh.at 
ab·o·ut the· Special Grant. 

HON. THE ,MINISTER OF PUBLI1C 
WORKS:-Tha.t remains. 

SIR MI1C.HAEL rCASHIN:-Well we 
d·on't get much of it. 

HON. 'T'HE M[NISTE,R OF PUBLIC 
WORKS:-You got yours last year,

1 

did 
you not? 

SIR MiiCHAEL CAS,HIN:-No I did 
not. 

' 
HON. THE :MINISTER OF PUB.LIC 

WORKS:-Well it was given to you 
as frur as' I kno·w. 

SIR MI1CHAE,L CAS.HIN:-Mayb·e so 
far as Y·OU know, but as fa.r as I know 
I did not. 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORI{S.- . 
\\tell it \Vas allocated and the books . 
show that it wias sent to your district 
so I see no reason why you should not 
have rece.ived it. 

SIR . l\IICHAEL CASHIN- Here 
comes the Prime Minister, it is no use 
talking to any of ~rou over there, the 
Prime Minister is the only one amon!:;" 
you who knows a11ythin.g. I was just 
sn.ying lVIr. Prime Minister that it is 

.· idle for m.e to be talki11g to the House 
"~hen you are absent. It is just as 
well to be talking to Cash's woode11 
n1an. · While I am on my feet, I 
W<>uld like to driaw the attention of 
tJ1e Prime M1inister to a state1nent 

·which he made yesterday in connec-
tion with the conferenc.e between the 
com1nittee of the Board of Trade and 
the Gove1·nment. I understood him 
to say that no proposition ha,d been 
l)Ut forward by the comn1ittee at that 

' 
meeting. 

HON. PRIME ~\tllNIS'r'ER;-NO prac
tical proposiition. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-Well, there is 
a docum.ent posted at the Board of 
·rrade in 'vhich. it is claimed that they 
asked the Prime Minister if he w·as 

' prepared to reduce- taxaMon on those 
n.rticles used by the ftsherme.n. and 

, ' 

' 
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he gave them no satisfaction on the 
point. 

HON. THE' PRIME MINISTER.-:
Yes, when I aske~ theni if they were 
prepiared to sup,ply one extra man, for 

' the fishery if we took off these d11ties 
their reply was tha.t they would only 
supply the number w·hich they had de
termined to suppl}· in the ord1inary 
course of busin.ess. The question was 
if we take o.ff this duty, ·will you be 
P.repared to supply one extra man for 

· the, fishery as a result, and the. answer 
W'aS ""No.'' ' 

SIR M. P. CASHIN- Suppose. thej• 
siaid "Yes," couldn't they ,go dow·n an.d 
carry out the plans that they had al
ready made. 

H·ON. THE PRIME MINISTER.~ 
No, they are honorable men, and if 
Mr. E. A. Bowring, Mr. Gosling and 
the others said that as a result .of 
these duties being tak.en off th,ey 
would increase their supp lying ac:-

' 

tivities to the extent of three quart
ers of ·a million or ia mllltion dolla,r s . 
I would have something to bring be
fore Council, but · they we'nt a 'vay to 
consider what they w·ould d.o. 

SIR M.. P. CASHIN-T,hat is . not 
the understanding they h.av·e of the 
inatter. The·y tlo not think ~hat they 
are expected 'to go back again. 

( 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-The ordinary 
man would not place that construc·
tion on the statement made by them 
to which I have referred. They sug
gested that you take off 'the duty on 
'articles such as ,gasolene and\ foocl 
supplies necessary for the :fisherm.en 

. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
yes, and when I asked them) if, in th.e 
event of their request bein.g granted, 
they . would supply any extra fisher .. 
men, the·y replied that they would not. 
Their an.swer wa,s that th.ey intended 
supply,in.g ·good, honest, reliable men 
who had always paid their accounts 

' 

but no more. 

SIR lVI. P. CASHIN-Do you think 

that was a fair question for you to 
ask them? 

HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTER_;__ 
I certainly do thin.k it was a fa.ir ques 
ti on. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-When they said 
they were goiing to supply the usual 
number what more did. you w·a.nt? 

' . I 

You answered their question about 
taking off the duties by a.sking , ianoth-
er. , 

HON. THE PRIME M,INISTER.~--· 
I 

1 .They went awa,y to consider what 
they would do and I exp,ect them to 

I 

.come back. 
SIR M. P. C ... .\.SHIN-Som.e of tl1em 

didn't understand. it that way. 
HON. THE .PRIME l\i1INISTER .. -

. When they left my office they left 
with that understand·ing. I haven,'t a 
great deal of respect for most of th.em 
bitt I give them credit for knowing 
what they meant to do, themselves. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-And "~hat do 
you expect is going to happen if they 
do come biack. . 

HON. I THE PRIME MINIST1'JR.-· 
I expect them to co1ne back with some 
sensible ideas in their ltealls, at any 
1·ate. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-If they are not 
in. a P·Osition to supply any inore tha11 
they have already decided on, yof 
can't expect them to do it. · 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
Granted, and if Water Street is bank
,rupt, it siimply m.eans tba.t the gov
ernm.ent w·ill hiave to ha.ndle the situ

~ation. There are so1n.e very· fine prem 
ises down there and those who now 

I 

occupy them will make very good· 
managers for somebody else. 

SIR M. P. C.ASHIN-I am afraid 
if thin.gs are allo'\ved to go on as 
they have been goin.g the Governn1ent 
will be bankrupt too. 

HON. rrHE PRIME MINISTER=--
Mr. Chairman, the honorable mem
ber's opinion rega.rding the allocation 
for roads in a. very lar:ge degree 
agrees with my own. As I said at 
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·the beginning, cutting this vote in two 
did not mean that that amoun.t of mo
ney would be saved, but it is Ilossi
ble that a la.r.ge amou.nt of it would 
be saved. Before the year ends we 
will have occasion to spend rnoney 
on relief work.. As has been pointecl 
out by the honourable Leader of the 
Opposition work of this class does not 
go to the well-to-do, and if the mo
ney is spent one-third in the spring. 
a,nd two-thirds in the fall as usual it 
would serve to render less im.pera
tive relief work. I a.m prepared tc, 
pass over this vote, n.ow that I ha.ve 
the view of the honourable Leader of 
the Opposition and .go "ort to tl1e vote 
of the Justice Department. 
' HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICE .. -
,Mr. Chairman, in moving the vote fo1· 
·i \ 

the Department of Justice, wh1ich 
·co1nmences on page 21, I would first 
point out that there. is an increlase of , 
$200 for the Accountant. This is be·-
cause Mr. Godden, the secretary 
there, has had to keep records that 
had previously been. kept .in the Colo: 
nial . Secretary's department. It ne-
• 

cessitated a lot of night worlr, and it 
"'·as inuch cheaper to pay him a littlr. 
extra thian to en.gage another clerk'. 
There is no change on page 222. The 
next cha.ng·e is on page 23. The clerk 
of the Peace, Mr. M.cCa.rthy, is rais-· 
ed there, and he is now doing the 
worlt of the .Judge when . occasion 
ar.ises. In the Registration Depart ... 
ment there is a reduction of $100. 'l.,he 
only change in the Magistrate's is 
at St. Anthony. He is now brought 
up to the lowe·st class. There is no 
change in the others. 

No'v we· con1e to the Constiabulary. 
The Constabulary vote brings up· th.e 
question of the Mou.nted Police. I ma~,. 
say that fol1r or 'five months ago, foltr 
'n1onths ago, the Inspector General ap
plied for an increa.se of 25 men, or a 
less number if nlounted police were 
used . instea.d. The reas<Jn was that 
th.e staff was not sufficient for the 

work req11ired of them. For instance, 
it was not possible to get m.ore th1a1! 
8 men to do the w.ork of 12 on the 
first relief, and the same was true o:f. 
tl1e other reliefs. T\Venty years agt) 
there were 65 police on the Force; 
to-day we 11ave CJ11ly 56. The polic"" 
have been very greatly handicapped 

' 

because of lack of 11u1nbers. On man 
occasions prisoners have escaped be
cause the police were over-powered. 
During the past yeiar more tl1an a 
clozen pt·isoners ha,ve escaped, and in 
practically every case the police have 
been a.ssal1lted. That sort of thin.g 
resulted .in a loss of morale a.mong 
the police. For these reason.s the po-\ 
lice force had to be stren.gthened. The 
question was ho·W it could be done 
most cheaply (Reads from pa.per) 

We figured it out as follows: 25 
foot police would cost $24,550. 12 
foot police would cost $11;000 and 6 
mour1ted meri would co·st $9,900, mak.:. 
ing altogether $20,900 as a.gainst $24,-
500. When it becomes necessary to 
reduce the p·olice force th.e mounted 
men Wlill be the first to· go, and the 
horses will be sold, and instead or 
putting 25 men 011 th.e street these 6 
men can go bac~ to their re.gular po
sition on the Force. Even. with this , 
addition the Force does not amount 
to what it was 30 years ago. 

In V1iew of the fact thia.t I think it 
was absoll1tely necessary to increase 
the Force and we have done it as 

' cheaply as possible, and w·hen it be-
comes necessary to <lo away witl1 the 
mounted police ·we will not have to 
put any rr1en on the street. I as·k the 
I-:Iouse to pass this vote. 

On page 29 there is apptarently a 
new vote for the Labrador Boundary 

• 

It is really not a new vote as it 'vas 
put .in last year. 

MR. MOORE-Mr. Chairm.an, there 
is a messenger in the Mi11ist.er o ? 
Justice's Department gettin.g $600~ 00. 

v..,vl10 would that be? 
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HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICJiJ
Harry Raynes. 

MR. M<)ORE-He is a returned sol
dier. That is the lowest sal11try i1aid 
to any nlessenger. I would like to 
say a word in favour of that young 
chap. He was wounded ir1 the arm, 
and I understand is very atte·ntive to 
11is work. 

HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICE--I 
have pron1ised him a bonl1s. 

MR. HIGGINS-Mr. Chairma.n, most 
of us on this side of the House hiave 
something to sa·y \Vi th -l-egarcl to the 
unfortunate defe11se that the Minis
ter of Justice has put llP for this new 
fad. It is pitiable for a man of his 
position. to have to get up here and 
make such an excltse as he has made. 
No one realizes tl1e absoll1te ho1lo,,.,._ 
ness of his excuses more than he does 
himself. 

The Minister let the cat out of the 
lJiag '\Vhen he said that the horse 1)0-

lice can be disposed of when. necessi
ty for th.e1n goes. To use· his own 
words ''when the necessdty goes you 
can . . get rid of the horse police .. " The 
. necessity that he speaks of is the 
fear of a hungry c.row'd of men coming 
.around the House of Assembly. Troub 
'le appeared imminent to the Inspec
tor General who fathered the idea of 
getting this wonderful horse police. It 
is entirely in line with the. mad ideas 
that have char·acterized the whole 
conduct of the Government. Why, 
gentlemen, this is the quietest town in 
the world. The people in this to·wn 
will let you do almost anything with 
them, iand the proof of that is tha~ .. 
they have qu1ietly stood for the mala.dt 
ministration that has been goi11g on 
for the past two and a half years. I 
don't suppose there is an.other tow11 
.in the world where the people would 
doff their hats to administrators who 
:ha,ndled their money and conducted 
the affairs of the country as you have 

Let nie briefly analize the n.ecessity 
for the horse police and the few reas-

1 

ons that have been advanced by the 
'lVIinister of Justice. In the first place 
·it is sheer nonsense . to s:ay that thesb 
six men on horsebac1r are an acquisi
tion in the restora.tion of law and or
cler. Head Constal)le Nosew·orthy will 
tell you that it is a huge joke. If a, 
serious situation arose these gentle
men would do more harm to them
selves than to anyone else. It is en
tire!)" on a par with the other excuses 
that havP. been offered. Srnuggle<l 
bc1oze, says the Min1ister is l)ei11g 

' brought in in n1otor cars. What in 
Heaven's name would b~ the use of 1J 

policema,n on horse back chasing a mo 
tor car. Sltch excuses as that are too 
ridiculous to offer for serious co11sid
eration. Then we are told that there 
have been instances of indecent a,s
sault occuring on the country roads. 
It is over 400 yea,rs ago since New·
foundliand was discovered and it is 
11ow that we find that assaults are 
occurr!ng on the country roads. It is 
i1ot true, and I will tell this House be· 
fore I a.m through this afternoon just 
why the horse .. police were g1ot. T·he 
crux o·f the whole thins is this . 
You JJ:ia ve· .a go;od f 0 1rc'.e1, ma.de 
up of the finest type of men, 
and here is what you are do-

. i11g with these rr1en. Y o.u talre four 
rnen and you have them .goi.ng out on 
a search looking for ia . bottle of li
ql1or, four of the111 at one time kn.ock 
ing into a house to see if some poor 
old 'voman is making hop beer tl1at is 
overproof. ·I coulcl give several na,mes 
and instances where this has been 
done. 1,hat is what you are doing 
'vith tl1e me11 you have on the police · 
force to-day. It 11as become noth'ing 
sl1ort of a huge farce. When you tiake 
inen of the type of Simmons, O'Neil, 
who is now the Superintendent, .Hea.d 
Constable Byrne, and Lee going out 
on a searcl1 one would imagine it was 
the Irish Rebels they were going out 
to ca.pture; We have the spectacle 
now tha.t the whole Magistrate's Court 

• 

.. 
• 
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is taken up w1ith tl1e fact that a won
derful seizure of a bottle of booze hias 
been ma(le, and it took four stalwart 
men to make the seizure. If you want 
to get men like that, at work that 
tl1ey are better able to do, then do as 
I suggested before and cut out the in
ducements which are held out to 
them, the reward of a portion of the 
fine. That is the principle which sap·s 
the l:ife-blood out of any force. In- . 
creiase their wages instead of getting 
horses and having them to dep·end on 
a fine like that for assistance, an in
ducement which appeals to the worst 
side of a man. And in connection 
'':ith th1is business I told a stor}· last 
year in this House and I will repea.t 

' 

it~ It is this. Two officers we·re sent 
out a.nd instructed by their chief to 
tell lies---instructed to tell lies mind 

, you-and they ca1ne back in to Court 
· iand told that they had been instruct
ed to an.d had lied to inake what they 

' called a capture. A ca.pture, mind yol.1 
• 

. -a poor unfortunate man who had a 
drop of liquor in h.is poss'ession, and 
is no.w paying his fine in instalments. 
A great capture and no mistake. That 
is why the fore.a is continually short 
of men, they a.re sent out over the 
country roads, to the Goulds and oth
E~r places to capture some poor· ma11 
or an old woman who is n1aking a 
drop of beer that is over 2 per cent. 

I 

A.nd now take the case of Sergt. Sim-
, 

monds or Ser gt. John Byrne-:-the)1 

lr11ow this town so w.ell that they 
don't want any fancy department.
they ca11 lay the:ir hands on the off en~ 
(ler as soon as anv crime is con1mit-.. 
ted. As a matter of fact almost any 
of us ca}'\ do the same-we can go to 
sleep and dream of it, and lay our 
hands on the guilty one. The· mem
bers of the detective depiartment are 
rJ.ot employed at what that depart1nen t 
was organized for at all. Do you call 
what I have described, de.tective work 
-going around at the class of work 
that they do. The Hon. Minister says 

here that 25 years a.go we had ia force 
of 65 me11 and now we have .56-that 
is half of the whole total force is in 
St. John's and the other half in the 
outports. What a lovely answer that 
is to the procla.mations of those who 

I 

before Prohibition was enforced prom-
ised us that \vhen that measure was 
enacted we would have no more r~u

natic Asylums, no m.ore r1eed of 
Courts, there would be no more wick-

• 

edness on foot and everything and 
everyone would be so r we11· ordere(l 
that there· would be no more need ev
en of the force. But what do we find 
--here we are to-da)" increasing the 
force and go,in.g back to the days be
fore Prohibition and even as equipped 
11ow we will be short. To come in 
here and tell us that seriously, that 
beciause the town has gro~n in the 
outskirts is the reason more police 
~~re required, 1is absurd. Why even 
the very heart of the town is like a 
wake, let alor1e the · outskirts of. it. If 
a policeman was seen in the outskirts 
of ·the city the people woul(l think he 
'\\"as a scare-crow. Men to go out the 
f.ropsail Road-for what? i.t must lJe. 
;' 

.:f.or a co11stitutional, or a swim or a 
' 
'.wialk. I really think that is the last 
v1ord in impudent insult. To talk to 
me or other metrJ.bers in this House. 
that because there is an extension of 
the town we got to increase the force 
-why the idea is absurd, the he:ight 
of n.onser1se. Why, let any of the out-· ' 

' 

port members take a walk even as far 
a.s jt1st ()Utside Circula.r Road, and 
they will be glad to meet someone-it 
gets\ on your nerves walkin.g about, it 
is so lonely. These ne\\· policem·en 
must be only to keep ia man company 
to see a man home in tl1e nights. But 
instead of all the grand conditions 
that we were p·ro1n.ised we had to put 
a new wing on the Asylum, the Peni
tentiary is full, we are adding to the 
police and we are p·utting the crow11 
on "Tith the mounted men. But the 
advice that should be taken in such a 

' 
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case is not that of the Inspector-Gen
eral, who suggested the horse police. 

'.And I will name four ,or five senior 
m~mbers of the force-now if you 
like-who will tell you the whole 
thing is a. joke. They will say tha.t 
the idea of the horse police ·be.ing of 
any value as a r ans of controlling 
' . 
anythling in the i1ature· of trouble, is 
o·nly a phantas1y o.f the imignation of 
the Inspector-General. And the se
cond thing tha.t is evolved from this 
'business is tha.t it is a sample of the 
~bsolute indiffere,nce .. glar.ingly exhib·
ited by government members as to P. 

vote of this kind. I am serious when 
I say that it is a downright shame, a. 
crime and an injustice to tnake tho 
statement on the on'e hand that hun; 

!:cl.reds·' ot deserv1ing men are unable t0 
obtain the Old Age Pension and oth
ers Gannot get the chance to be train ... 
ed to earn a livelihood-.the Hon. 

~Prime Minister l1i1nself admits tha.t 
the case of the Blind is one that ·is 
~rying aloud-and on the other hand 
to vote this inoney for horse 1>olice. 

-
A shame-it is ·worse tha11 a shame-
.it is a crime. I will go f11rther and 
sa:y· that ias admitted by the Hon. Min
ister of Ju.stice himself it shows how 
his mind works as to theae llor~es 

Now what does he say-there will be 
a saving; instead of getting 25 men. 
wt- will get 12 and P·Ut 6 of them or 
horses and hand them over to Inspec,. 
tor Noseworthy. It is not true tha·~ 

there will be a saving and it makes 
the position more serious still to say 
~here will be. It is simply ridicu
lous to say, after the carn·ival of ex
travagance that 11as n1arked the ad
ministration of this Government al1 
through, that you are trying to save 
$4,000 or $5,000, and that is why you 
got them. Nobody '\\rill believe it. No-

, . 

l)ody will for a moment think that yo11 
\Vi.II sit there and sa.y "we will humb
ly bea~ all this abuse because we are 
going to save mone)r,.'' Yolt tto not 
inean it yourself, Mr. Minister, an(l 

moreover you do not believe it. Yolt 
' 

say tp.at 25 men would mea11 an out-
lay of $24,500 and tl1ese horse police 

- will . cost $20,900--that is a difference 
of $3,600. But i11 t11e face of that 
seven horses at a conservative cost 
of $400 each will be $2,800. Nc>w yot1 
l1ave saved $800 and the Hon,,, Minis
ter expects me and the whole House 
to believe th.at this wl1ole p.olicy was 
embarked on with the intention of 
saving that $800. Nonsense. Now J 
will ta'ke you at your own argume11t; 

. I w·ill accept his, own position that it 
is done from the standpoint of econo 
my. And all I can say is this, thiat i.f 
is false . economy because if instead 
of 6 horses you . had 12 inen yo11 
"rould be giving 6 more men a chance 
of a living. Now don't you see that 

' it is a bad policy and it would be bet-
ter business from the standpoint of 
economics to have 6 men earning a 
living than 6 horses. Therefore the 
Hon. Minister's suggestion as io . econ-
01ny is not only wrong, but faulty . 
a11d this brings llS to the real position 
wh.ich is that ·you tho11ght the people 
\Vere ,going to co1ne here and make 
trouble, and the horse police 'vould be 
necessary to turn them ho~e. You 
cannot deny it-tl1at 

1

is the true posi
tion. And I say tha,t the· reflection on 
the people is totally unwarranted. Ask 
a,ny old member of the force and he 
will tell you that at any time he has 
only to riaise his hand to keep order. 
011 one or tw·o ()CCasions it is true 
so1ne of the young mem.bers of the 
force-not the old ones-got in troub
le through their o'vn fault as I proved 

. . 

in Court, with people trying to assist , 

pris·oners. That is the truth. Our 
people are tbe most law abiding on 
the face of the earth. N,ow the ave:r-

• 

age number of arrests for drunken-
ness has been about lo ntgntly ror 
some time-there were 12 yesterda.y 

I 

and 8 more this n1orning-more a.s a 
'matter of fiact than in the palmy days 
of pre.-prohibition. Now where is the 

' I 

• 
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trouble in connection with that. Asl{ 
any of the police and they "till tell 
you that instead of .giving trouble, 
most of these with whom they have to 
deal cannot be kept a ay from the 
jail. They are actually trying to get 
in there. They almost present their 

I 

cards to the police and ask them to 
arrest them. Hialf of the people wl1en .• 
they see a man being arrested, are 
only hoping they will be taken in too 
as under present conditions the chea.p 
est place they can live in is the jail. 
In discussing this now we will take 
the Hon. l\'.Iinister's own words. He 
says "when the necessity for the 
horse police goes, they can be dis
pensed with." It is all on a par with 
tl1e warsl1ip tro11ble~it did not come 
off, the· House was opened and tber·e 
was no trouble and no\v you ca.n let 
the 11orses ·go too, like the warship ~ 

and if the Inspector General got it 'in-
• 

'to his head- that the bigger his pla-
toon the bigger . will be hts tttle bye 
~1nd bye. At on.e. ~i~ the title of In
·spector ·General had not standing of 
now, but ·1f . there is to be an increase 
let it be in men. If we were having 
sc)mething that c.ould be called a 
. . 

mounted force it would be alright, and 
if yo11 wa,nt to put it in the "Y'ear Boo!t 

· tl1iat the Inspector Genera.I 11as com
mand of so many inspectors, so many· 
sergeants, so man)T policemen, and al -
so horse police, tl1en ·in the name of 
goodness put it in the lattei-, but bor 
row a horse when yo11 want one from 
Mr. Lester or someone else. Some 
of the men have had very painful ex
·I>erience in learni11g to ride, and it is 
a pity the moving picture man was 
riot around ias no circus ever p,resent
ed the stunts they performed when 
trying to keep from falling off the 
l1orses. I have· seen them exercising 
and some of them are now able to sit 
up like the boy who rides ba.rebaclr 
for tl1e first ti1ne, and clin.gs on to the 
mane. : T'hey have now come t·o the 
stage where they say they can ride 

It is like the case of the fellow who 
goes up and gets a license because he 
can drive a Forrl iand thinks he ca,11 
•lrive any car. Instead of paying the 
cost <?f th.e horses, sen.d out when yo1~ 
'van.t the use of them, and hire them 
beca USe as to the actual llSe Of them 
the Hon. lVfinister hip:iself knows therf, 
will be no use for them except per -
haps on Regatta Day tc) parade 11p 

·and down, .or go down to the horse 
races on the Pond, ias the)r did not 
'long ago. T'l1ere ls no t1se for then1 
at all as anyone can walk all O"\"er the 
tuwn in J1alf an hour. Anyone listen ... 
ing to me, here can get from one end 
of the town. to the other quicker than 

I . 
the horses which as a niatter of fact 
would be only a menace particularly 
in the event of any· gathering of peo ... 
l)le. If you want them then get then. 
and send them to the outports. The 
only place to sencl them is that place 
where those go ~ho have led a seri
ous and stren11ous life so send them 

' down to Port Union and keep them on 
the ·wharf to welcome home the Hon. 
Mr. Coaker. Let the honourable mem 
ber opposite, Mr. Tar.gett, take the tip 
from me-the President would be tick 
le(l to death to know the horses were 
there prancing up and do·wn, and in
stead of the p·olice you could p·ut 7 or 
his followers on them. And let the 
Minister of Works, wh.o is just com
ing 1in, go in charge of them-he has 
just the right physique for a Marshal 
But for goodness sake 'keep them o.ut 
of this town. The rea.son given for 
getting them is purely farcial~ and I 
now ask any of the outport member~ 
if they can say conscientiously that 

. there is 8flY reason for them.. There 
is no point at all in hiaving them. This 
is only a gene.ral suggestion I am giv . 
ing now, as I don't think we will get 
throu.gh the· vote very quickly, and I 

~ 

will have more· to say later, but I will 
ask the Hon. Minister, how much was 
paid for the h.orses, whom he got 
then1 from, why men who are better 

L 
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ifitted for other work are sent a,t th'1S 
a.nd whether the senior officers of 
th.e force will not say tl1at the em 
ployment of these horse police is ut
terly nonsensical. There. is one oth·· 
er miatte·r that I w·ould like to refel" 
to an.d that is in . the Hon. Minister'r
own department-and as tl1e 1noney 
is still there to squander-\vhy not 
ta.ke up the case of the messenger . 
Jie ha.s been pt1t . in an ~i1vidious po
'sition compared with the clerk 111 
the dep·artment below, a.nd I would 
like to see him put in the same posi
tion. And there is also the case of 
the senior lady clerk in your depart-
1nent; she has bee11 there some 14 or 
15 years 1and she should be put on 

' so1ne different par fron1 where she ts 
n<)W. And no·w seriously I would. 
like to ask the· members opposlte to 
assist us in the move to abolish those 
police. ·This is not a political or p·a.r
t~v move, and as I stated publicly, I 
'kno'v the real reason why tl1ey a.r · 
foiste(l 011 us, is under a clo·ak. The 
:real reason , is that the governme-nt got 
'iri into their heads thiat there was go
ing to be trot1ble. 

The Chairma.n left the Cha.1ir till ~ 

o'clock. 
MR. MacDONNI~L:L-lVIr. Chairmal\. 

It is not ID'f idea to hold up the de
bate. I merely ·wish to make a sug-.. 
gestion. ':rhe only objection I ha.ve to 
the votes for the Post Office clepart
ment is the a.pp·arent discrepancie~ 

between the salaries of the different 
Superintendents. The explanation 
given by the Prime Minister iand Min
ister of Posts was that som·e Superin
te11dents w·ere paid more than others 
because of the large amount of mo
ney that they handled. 

I want to go back aga'in to the Mo
tor Car, the operation of w'hich cost 
$3,00·0 la;st year, including $1,200 for 
a chauffeur. The average· salary of 
an outport postmistress is $50 a ye,ar, 
so that you could put 60 post offices 
in places where they have not got one 

for the sa.me amount that it is cost
'ing to run th1is stylish car. It may be 
an acq'uisition to the Post Office here · 
ilnd to the people in St. John's to get 
their mails a few· hours earlier; but 
it wo ttld be much better to inst1~l 60 
new off1ices than waste $3,0·00 for a bit 
of style. I would like· to ask the M.in· 
ister which of tl1ese t'vo plans he 
considers best? There are pa.rts of 
th.is country .where the people not 
alone have not got motor cars to de
liver their mails, but who ha.ve got 
to walk two and three miles over a 

• 

cow path for their ma1ils. Consequent 
ly, I think that this motor car aff1air 
is nothing but a frill or a p·iece of 
g<?ld bra~d. T1here are parts of this 
country where people are cut off 
from all communicat1ion except 9Y foot 
Hence I thought it my duty to protest 
against this motor car luxury for the 
delivery <1f mails in St. John's. There 
are otb_er e-entlemen in this House re-·-
prese11ting outport constituenc1ies who 
ca.n tell the same $tory as I have tolr1 

but they do not. see fit to do it, but I 
iassure yol1 Mr. Chairman that it is ::t 

matter that is going to be ~enttlated 
in the· press in th is country~ and. I an1 
going to do it. Wb.y there are peoplf.' 
in this country \vbo have a.s 111ucr 
righ.t to live a.s tl1e rest of us. who 
a_c,n't even get the public news. ThesB 
outport n1embers wh.o at•e prepat•ed to 
let tb.e vote go through are doing it o .,, 
their own responsibility. I ha.ve in·adP 
n1v stand and will see that it is mad~ 

~ . 

known. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-

I 
Mr. Cha ir1na.n ·under the heia.d, Re-
J)a.irers. there is one alteration, on 
r,age 138, under D. You "\Viii n.otice 
that the Repairer at Daniel's Harbo~· 
$504 has been dropped. I understand 
tl1at there is no repairer in that Sec
'tion. That is the only cb.a.nge. Th.B 
totaJ for Repa.irers is $28,048; s~,_me 

as last yea.r with the . exceptio'n that 
vve a.re taking $50,1 off. The total vot8 
therefore is $27,544.00. 

• 

• 

, 
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c:· -, '~ - - . 
. MR. MacDONNELlr-Mr. Ch.airman, 

I just wa.nt to say a. W'Ord in regard to 
t11a.t question of Repairers. I made 
certain remiarlrs and suggestions a 
year ago about the sa1ne thing. There 
is only <.lne repairer whq starts at 
Stephenville Crossing goes rlgnt clown 
to Port au Port, a11d in addition he 
l1as several other places to . attend to , 
and it is absolutely iinpo·ssible ~or onP . 
man to do that worlr, especially in thf' 
winter time. That is the only mean R 
of cc>mmunication in the winter. J 
w<)uld. like for the l\1inister to inalce. 
a, note of that and see if it is p0ssibl r 
to re1nedy it. 

HON. "I'HE PRIM.E MI.NISTER~_ 

' I move that that vote be passed. Mr. 
Chair1nan, the only other vote that I 
thought of conside·ri11g under this heaa 
·js tl1e vote for ·mainte·nance on page 

• 
139. Tl1e vote last year for total ser-
·vices was $38,000, the vnte as put 
down this yeiar is $40 000, and the de-

- ' 
partment considers that it is not pos-
sible to carry on these serviices for 
$38,000 as last year. Mr. Chairman 
that completes the votes we were dls-

1 

!cussing before tea. If th.e Leader of 
• 

. 'lhe Opposition is willing, I now pro · 
'pose to take up th~ vote of Finance 
and Custom.s. 

Finance and Customs, f a.ge· 142. 
There are two cha.nges, (1) 'il1, the se
cond line 011 piage 142 there is an in
crease, (2) an assistant Statistical 

.·c1erlr-Warwicl{ Smith. There is a 
bla11k left ther~ which I think is fill ~: 

ed in i11k. On page 144 the changes 
are of a. ininor nature only, the t"educ-, 

tion is partially a save, but not en-
- ' 

tirel~,r, because there are two me1i. 
dropped off there who are pu~ on the 
Pension List. 

ory serves me there 
change. 

• 
lS no other 

On the following · page there is E1:ig ... 

lish Ha.rbour $400, the m.an was 
there before, but it did not appear on 
the list last year. 

MR. MOORE-The total vote is $520 
000.00. 

' ' 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-
Yes, it is

1 

$520,420,00. I.1ast y·e·ar it wa.s 
$515 920.36. Mr. Chairman I move 

' that that vote be passed. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Mr. ·chalr 
man w·hile ·on that vote I want to call ) 

the iattention of the Prime Minister to 
the question of Tidewaiters. I spoke 
last yea.r of the importa.nt settlement 
of Bay Bulls being witho11t a Tide
wa iter. They alwa.ys had 011e, but 

1after th.e Election of 1919 he was dis
.m'issed because he supported Cashin 
·and no one has been appointed since. 
We all know that Ba.y Bulls is one 
o.f the import1a11t places and harbor::,, 
'along the Coast n.s a shelter for aJ, 
, .. essels, and espec.iaJly Bari'kers from 
Gloucester. In 1920 the .Tidewaiter 
was dismissed and no one put in his 
plac.e; he \Vas not th~ough a.n)r fault 
of h1is work but for political reasons. 
To-night you can go in there and Jo,,,,.. __ 
er your boat and s1nuggle in a.nythin r · 

~rou want. This afternoon the Mtn
ister of .Justice spok.e of the Horse Pn 
lice going around the near outports . 
and on the country roads to nrev~n~ 
smuggling. I appeal and a.dd that 
that settlement have a T1ide'?.1a.iter ap
IJOinted immediately, because it " 1 0l11<1 
turn in thousa.11ds of dolltars to this 
c.ountry. Hundr·eds. of vessels ca.n 
smt1ggle Cl~ll they like and 110 one to 
watch them. I say that thous3,nd.s of 
ves-se!s have been in there during the 
past nine months.. I think ·it wou l ,~ 
be a wise move on the Governmen.t,s 
pa.rt to appoint some one or senr1 

'fhe next vote is the same-Outport 
Sub-Collectors--There is a change , 

. there on pa,ge 145, 2nd line. There is 
a11 appoi11tment ina.de at Argentia ' some one out there from here an<l 

· '\Y'ith an increase of $700 on the ap
pointee's salary. So far as my me1n-

.look after the place. I v·enture to say 
that there are son1e vessels there to -

I 
I 
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night. 'f h.e persor1 who was therf~ 

could justify his position iat any time 
. . 

'I1here are about 011e thousand per-
'sons living there, it is li.ke courtinr; 
and allowir1g free trade. I have know 
ledge of as many as 15 or 20 casks of 
rum smuggled i11 there · in one nigh~ 

I ' 

If you ring up Mr. LeMessurier to-
morrow h.e will cor·roborate my state·
ments. Don't you think it would pay 
you when about $800 worth of rum is 
smuggled in one night 'f. 
. The same thing .applies to the Tide 
waiter on the ''Daisy" he was dismis
~ed because he did not support your 
Government. . If you do not belieyE} 
me go down and ask Inspector O'
Re'illy, and T, also think that Mr. 
C'heeseman. · co·uld b·ear out my state
rt1ents if he were so minded. The bank 
ers go to St. Pierre for·· their sails, an., 
chors, salt and ~obacco, which they 
get for about hialf price, in March or 
April and you do not send out the 
"Da,isy" until May. If you cons1ider, ~ 
you will see that you have· ·lost thou
sa.nds or~ pollars through your slack
ness in this thing. I do not care what 
you do 'Viith Bay Bulls, but that is th .. ~ 
story_ an.d I am givin.g it to you for 
your information: It is hard to tal~ 
about my own district, but that ·is 
\\""h1at is happening there. Bay Bulls 
is the principal resort aroun.d the 
coast, bankers come there for ice bait 
and supplies. and tbe question o~ 

f4muggling is as importa.nt to them at 
times as bait is. I wonder what will 

• 
happen now. YOll will probably send 
the Horse Police ltn there and the In-· 
.f=:nector General and the w·hole Force) 
bt1t YOll are too late for this ye1,1r. Yot1 
cut the Road Grant $~5.000. ann I ven
t11re to sa.y that you have lost nior~ 
·tha.n th.3t through. smuggl1in .g fl.t Ba:vt 
'Rt1lls last year. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
Mr. Chairman as to the personel ot 
the person who was , there I ·~m not, 
going to spea.k, but I siay that a Tide-

I 

waiter will be appointed at Bay Bulls 
for this summer. 
. Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
. The Chairman from the Committee 

rep·orted that the·y had considered the) 

1n.atter to them referred.. had passed 
certruin Resolutions, and asked leav~ 
to sit again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report W{--t.s receiv ... 
ed and adopted, and \it was ordered 
that the Committee hav·e leave to sit 

·again on to-morrow. 
The remaining Orders of the Day 

were deferred. 
It -was mo,"ed and seconded that 

'vhen the Hot1se rises, it adjourn until 
to-1norrow afternoon at three of th~ 
clock. 

The House tb en adjourned accord
ingly. 

THURSDAY, April !1th, 1!922. 

The House met at three of tb.e 
clock in the iafternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

~Hon. the Minister or 'Poets gave no
tice that 'he woltld on to-morrow move 
the Holtse into a Committee of tbe 
Whole to consider certain Resolution~ 
respe9ting Postal Rates. 

Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
Sir M. P. Casl1in gave notice oj 

question. 
Hon. the Prime Minister ta bled re

port of Revenue and Expe11diture of 
Road Commission. 1921. 

T'he Cha.irma.n from. the Com111itte_, 
of the Whole on Supply reportAd cer.y 
tain Resolutions, which were read. a 
first time as follows-Depa.rtn1ent of 
Custo1ns, $520,542.09. 

The said Resolutions being read a 
second time, ·jt w·as moved and se
conded that the House concur witl\· 
the Committee therein, and the said 
Resolutions were agreed to. 

Pursuant to order, and on motiol\ 
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself -into a Committee o~ 

the Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
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Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com
n1ittee. 

MR. BENN~~TT-Mr. ()hairman, I 
, 

rise for the purpose of pointing ou~ 

the importance of the message the 
contents c,f which has just been reaq 

• 

to this House· by Mr. Walsh. tl1e hon 7 

ourable member for Placentia &. St. ,.; 

l\Iary's. Coming from the source thafl 
it does come from, and with.,such sig4 
natures to it the message cannot b~ 
regarded lightly. One must also ap ... 
preciate .the fact that the signatories 
of this telegram would not send 1it un.
less the conditions were such as to . ' . 
·warrant it being rnade public in this 
House. Everyone knows that the Rev 
Mr. Shorter is n.ot Ian alarm.ist, and 
does not misrepre~ent th·ings and 

' here we have hirrt and Rev. Fr. Cacci~ 
ola, representing two different denom 
inations, together 'vith two other re
presentatives, men coming together 
,to present to us the conditions pr.e
va.iling in the district. The Govern
ment certainly 11as not treated Mr. 
:"\Valsh ancl his colleagues as they 
shot1ld have. Th.e work of l\Ir. Walsh 
for his constituents stands out prom
inently in public · life to-day, and he 
hias always brought out ·thf~ need of 
something tangible being done. Now 
what he foretold has come~ a.nd if 
there is· not som.ething done the peo
ple in other places will be.come ner
vous and say that if they are not l1un
gry already they will soon be. It ha~ 
struck me that there should be some 
organ:ization--the (lepartment of Char 
ities or s.ome other-to deal with . the 
extraordinary conclitions for which wr 
c1annot lay all the blame on the pres· 
ent government. ''.rhe trouble must be 
met and the only way is to adj11st i .. 

its it arises. But the ma,iin question 
is what js to be done with tne flsh
eries for this season. I am ·sorry to 
11ear the Hon. Prime Minister has not 
received sorne suggest'.ions from the 
n1erchants. 

• 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-.. 
,. . 
They are to have another co11rerence, 
and I am hoping· to hear fro111 them in 
a few da.)·s. 

MR. BENNETT--! hope the· nego
tiiations will be s11ccessful an<'! tl1at 
some modus operandi, if I inay US(~ 

the term, will be discove.red to get ov
er tl1e matter. Go down to Water St. 
and you will tlnd that eve,ryone there 

\ . 
i in a fog. The time is now n.pproac11 

' · ing wh.en supplies should be iss11ed 
1and operations decided on for the , 
,season, but nothing defini.te has been 
settle1d. It is childish to simply lreep 
on talk.ing an.d expect to arrive at a 
remecly. We want action, iand I tl1i11k 
I echo the sentiments of all on this 
side ·when I say 'WC will assist. It is 

I 

our duty as Newfoundlanders to help 
and I an1 sure that as far as the lea~ 
er of the Opp1osition is concern.ed, he 

' will assist in arriving at a solution. 
\\7 e· must get the fishermen to the fl.sh 
eries at all costs, 1and I hope that in 
a day or two you, will be able to an
nounce a solution of th,e sitt1atio11 ov-

• 

(~r which all are alarmed. We are in 
an unfort11nate situ.a.tion and 've rea
lize that for the last month_ or two the 
Government hias been giving it con
sideration and we 11nderstand that 
·'the me,rcha;nts are alarmed. Any ef
fort therefore to get them stabilized 
w1ill be good for if the men do not get 
to the fishery then good·-bye New
fou11dland. 

MR. WAL.SH:-Mr. ·Chairman, 1 
' , 

d:on't W'f,~nt to take up any of the time 
O·f the House· at this stage to discu,s:s 
the E'stimates, :b·ut I 'vould like to 
disc11ss a matter of far greate·r im
portance, and for that reason I would 
like for the Prime· Minister t!O be here 
in the H.ouse. On. the 6th of April my 
colleCl~gue, Mr. Sinnott, and my·self, 
after making a careful investigatio11 
of conditions ir1 the district that we 
r·epr.esent, wrote a letter to the Min· 
ist~r ·Of Agriculture & Mi11es regard-, 

I 
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\ ~ng relief work. I a,m s,orry that I 
11ave not ai copy of · the letter with 
me, but I think it ran something like 
this: (Rea.ds Lette·r) 

Although I have not the letter he·re. 
I don't th.ink there would be two 

' 
vvords different. We went on then 
and gave a. list of 83 Road Board~ 
\vit h the amount re.commended for 
ieach Board, and we wound up b) 
'~ayi11g tha.t we hoped this wo,uld be 
tb·e last t i1ne we would have to make 
a sj1niliar request. 

The re·ason I can give that letter . . 
. V"erbatu.m is because the, situation wah 
,rery serious, and it very str·ongly im
lpressed itself on my mind. I de-

• 

livered that letter personally on April 
7th., and ·UP to this date,, April 27th, 
ther·e ha~ been nothing d.one, and dur
'jng all these days tl1ere is 11'0t a day 

' ~hat I do n ot receive 40 or 50 letters 
:a, .. ~ c1 a.bout a dozen telegrams. Since. 
we went into this, vote tl1e Page 11and"' . 

·.od~ me a, telegram which the signers 
a sked me to read in th·e House. 

I am sorry, Mr. Chairma.n, to have. 
to get up here and tell of this d.e·sti
tution in my District. But Placentia 
and St. ·Ma)ry' s is not the only dis 
trict wh·ere de·stitution exists. I " 

~understand that the men who re-
present Bonavista District havb 
in a de similar requests to mine 
and they ' h ad . a perfect right to 

· · do so, but it probably was not ne·ces 
sa ry for them to b·ring the matter into 
the I-louse to get their reque,st grant 
ed. 

Now, Mr. Chair·man, this. tele,gram 
that I am going to read, to this HousEi 
is from Hr. Buffett and addressed to 
Walsh a.nd Sinnott. (Reads): 

The message is signed by Rev . . M1 
Shorter, Rev. Fr. Cacciola Albert 
War·eham, and several others. Now· 

. I don't think I can be accused of un
necessarily alarming the Ho,use with 
'respect to this situation. I could re.ad 
to )T,ou ~imilar me,ssag·es from othe\ 
~ections of the district from Lon.g 

Beach at Trepasse·y to Resume in 
. Placentia; a coast line O·f 300 miles. 
I don't wa.nt to unnecessarily alarm 
the House·, but I am g,oing to m$e 
an hon·e,st ple·a to .the Lead.er of tht 
House and to the othe,r h.on.ourab,le 
membe,rs for God sake try to do some 
thing for these starving people. 

The total amount aske·d for mall 
seem large, I think it is $16,000, but 
when you divide that between 83 
different Road Bo1ard.s the amount is 
very s·mall. 

N·ow, Mr. Chairman, I do not want 
to refe·r long·er to this matter. It is 

I 
unple~s1ant, very unpleasant, .b1ut 
something must be done to relieve 
this destitution. I ha1ve. numerous 
visits from the people of my di,strict 
t,o my home~ I have no office and 
the people com'e to my ho,:n;ie' and wa.it 
for me. I 11a ve done nothing else for 
the past ten years. 

MR. SINNOT'T :-Mr. Chairm~n, I 
wish to support Mr. Walsh in the 
matter before the· chair. It is a very 
seri,ous situation. I also have n11mer
ous messages, aJld I hope the gov~rn
ment will get busy and have the· mat-
- MR. AR1C'HIBALD:-Mr. Chairman, 

In my opinion this is an occasion 
whe11 we sho11ld has,ten slo,wly. There 
is the · most urgent ne·ed fo'r extre,me 
ca,re for it would be nothing short 
of fatal for the Government or this 
I-louse to do, .blindly the first ·thin.~ 

, th a t sugg·ests itself ·withou:t giving 
onfl regard to the q ue1s,tion of the 
ultimate results of our actions. 

I have already pointed 01ut in this 
chaim ber, and I believe I was the first 
to do so, the abs1olute n·ecessity of get

tting our people to the fishery if we 
are to 1save Newfoundland and kee,p 
it a place fit to live in. As legislators 

· as members of this House however, it 
is our duty to sa1feguard the best in-

.» terests of th·e country and, therefore,, 
it behoove1s· us to .b'e car·eful. We arb . 
aJl Newfoundlanders and we have to 
m ake 1o·ur living here. That is no 

1 'titude · it is har'd, co1ld fact. :mere p a~ , 

• 
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I u11der·stand there is to be another 
meeting of the merc.hants of Water St. 
from which the Hon.. Prime Mlnister 
e·xpects .some definite answer as, tu 
their intende·d attitude a.nd I say n.ow 
that it behooves . us to get the thin.g, 
at:; SIR M. P. 1CASH,JN has said, on a 
proper basis. By b·egging the ques ... 
tion he·r·e., by groping blindly a.n.d talk .. 
ing when we do not kno·w what we 
are talking about, we are but hinde1r 
ing tho1s:e we pro.fess to h·elp. · We all 
remember last yeaJr whe·n supplies 
literally gre·w up ·over night. The 
government· we·re giving sup.plies ann 
the·se mushroom merchants ru:s:hed in 

. · took their share and the·n charg·ed 
the :fishermen as higl1 as 35 per cent. 
o·n their goods. I will have some·
thing further to say on this matter 
later and I hope to offe·r a f.e.w sug 
gestions that will be helpful. In the 
m·eantime I sa,y with.out fear of ~on
tradicti·on that it would .be far better 
to give· th·e· actual cash to the· fisher~ 
men than to help a certa:in class to 
~upply who never had anything ot 
~.heir own in their lives to hand out. . ' 

These men never before knew what 
' 

~t was to 1s.upply bu.t they g1ot this 
money for nothing a.nd the·n did not 
even have· the good graJce· to send in 
their accounts. Now I think some
thing can be d·one if the gove·rnme.nt 
is given a chance and ·if Water St., 
cannot supply we must help ou:t. Last 
year certain merchants were going t~ 
carry on the fishery but they changed 
th·eir ~ttitude immediately the govern 
ment ·s1tepped in. 

I know the conditions th1oroughl) , 
as they relate to the. fish.ermen b·e
cause I am living in a fishing district 
~nd I genuinely desire to help th~ 

fishermen. I will not,. however, assis~ 
in promoting an.ything de·sign·ea 
ostensibly to help them b·ut which will 
in reality injure the·m. Indiscreet 
words here will have the worst pos ... 
sible effect for state·ments made in .. 
no·cently enough may be so contin.ued 
as to cau1se irrem·ediable e~vil. I think 

the me·n will get to th.e fishery alright 
but while the government negotia
tions ar·e pending I think we· sho·uld 
wait a.nd see if a sensible solutio·n 
calnnot be worke·d o·ut. I am s.peak-. 
ing for a district where. the people 
are pr·etty well up· agains1t it a11d I 
want to help th.em, not to fool the·m. 
That message. presented by M.r. Walsh 
~ho,ws a serious st~te o·f affairs and 
I have no doubt the government 
realize it. I th.ink they might take 

• 

tt up for the time being and handle 
it. I hope th.at all the remarks utter
ed here will b·e f,or the best a.nd will 
not create trouble. Althou.gh I an1 
one of the younge·sit members here, I 
was one of the first to p10-int out the 
absolute necessity of carrying on the 
fishe·ry this ye·ar O·n an u.nreduced 
scale and if we must show the mer
chants th~t they are wrong, do so at 
once and the11 let us get together 
l1ere and' d·ecide on what is to .be 
done. But let us not do any.thing till · 
we are first convinced that nothing 
of a workable ·Or reason~ble business
like nature is to be e1xpe1c.ted from 
them. .My policy is to ·help . straight
forwardly not to fight fo.r 1su.pplies and 

I . 

then abu.se and belittle those who· gave 
• 

them. Some of th·e older politicians 
may laugh at that vie1w, b1u.t I care 
not for that. I am sincere and I do 
not like to· see a.rticles appe·a'rin.g in 
the press which ostensibly ar·e in 
tended to h.elp ·but really hinder and 
confuse. I have discussed this matter 
be1fore a.nd I do· n1ot think anyone· can 

· sa.y I was unnecessa.rily in my r·e
marks, but we are all. open to make 
mis.takes and for that reason. before 
we get up here a.nd make definite 
sta~t'ements we ,s,hould carefully ch·oose 
our words and a void the pitfalls of 
indiscretion. I think all will a.gree 
with me that the fishery will be; car ... 
ried on. It js utterly wrong· to say 
the country is de1funct,-that we are 
down ?~nd ·out. I feel satisfied that 
if the ,Govern.ment acted on the sug-
g~1s1tions o·f the O·pposition th.e:y will 
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soon be able to give an answer· as to 
wheth·er the fishermen will get away 
or not. One. thing. I ca.nnot help re
peating and th~t is, that we had a 
lot of me!n last year giving out sup ... 
plies who neve·r did so b·ef.ore. and at·-

• ter charging th~ fi.she·rmen ,35 pe1 
cent they came here and complain:ed 
of tl1eir loss. They had no los·s as it 
was the 1Government's the · people's 
mo·ney they were . giving out. They 
only lost the 35 per cent th·ey we1re 
trying to filch from the poor unfortu
nate fisherman wh.o was trying tfi 

·' 

keep body and S1oul together. It 
would b1e better for the. gover·nme1nt 

' to go and buy the, su.pplies. and give 
them out them,srelves. It is disgusting 

it yet. I presume the. Hon. Prime 
Minister is bringin.g about the arra.nge 
ments as quickly as1 po,ssible and · I 
:suggest that we all get do·wn to it 
and ta.ckle the question squ.ar·ely. It 
we cannot get the p·eople to the fish
ery, then we are hopelessly lost. 
s ,ome m~y not think seriously of this 
ias they are directly interested b·ut 
others of us have to· live here and 
have property to the valu.e. of many 
thousands of d·ollars scaittere·d all over 
the country. Surely the mercha.nts 
of Water St. will not be1 fools ep.ough 
to fall down on their ·own bus·in·ess . 
If they say the situatioD is hopelesb 
then let u.s get our he.ads together 
and see what we can do to help out. 
I flo n·ot want to be in this Hous·e if 
I do not seriously do s1ometh.ing to 
help. The cou.ntry is in a serious 
condition and we· sh·ould not let the 
peo·ple say w·e h~v·e· not sense enough 
to arrive at 1some: sol u.tion of thl: 
difficulty. Let the Hon Prime Min 
ister bring us his in.formation a~ 

soon as possible· and if the me·rcham_ts 
ha.ve not sense· enough to help them-
selves, let u.s get together~ Som·e 
people may be able to get out of the 
country but the men I have in mind 
are those who halve to s1tay here a.nd 
try to make a living fo1r the·mf?elve·b 
and their familie1s and I may say that 
I have my own district chiefly in mind 
Now I think th.at while the· neg,otia
tions are pending, eve·rything might 
be spo~led by indiscree·t remairks anci 
that is why I say we, should all choose 
our words carefully :be.fore makin.~ 

statements, and that it would b·e be,st 
\ 

all round for all to· work towards a 
common end, viz, the brin.ging about 
of some sa,tis.factory and business-like 
arrangem·ent that will assure1 the pro-

.,,<~o Eee in th·e papers dadly a list of 
names of men, given as suppliers, 
who neve·r even kne1w there wa.s a. fish 
in the water till they hea.rd the g·overn 
ment was going to guarantee sup
~lies. I a)m only a you.ng1srter in this 
House and trying to d.o my best fo1 
the me·n who1 sent me· here and if i. 
am making a m.istak·e I am makin.g it 
honestly with the best of m·otives at 
heart and I do not care a snap what 
anyone in tl1e House thinks of me o.r 
my efforts. But I do sa,y that the peo·
ple here should · choose their \Vordb 
before uttering them and perhaps 
catising false infererces to .be drawn. 
If the merchants do, not su.pply, the11 
let us get our heads to1gethe1r and 
decid·e on what s1te·p·s are to be ta.ken 
but I for one will not be resp,onsible 
for· putting the supplying in the hands 
of mushroom suppliers, ·so1me of whom 
last ye·ar said to the fishe·rm.eu ''nay 
me back half but ke.ep the Govern
ment's." T'hey found however ·that 
the fi,she~men werA too cute. I heard 
'he story of o·ne1 in. particular wbo 
did that b·ut fot1nd the fishermen we·r.e 

I 

1too much for him. 

Now I want to appeal to the Gov
ernm·ent that nothing mo1re1 of that 
kind be allowed this year. - We had 
one in 1o·ur district who to·ok the men's 
fish i11 payment and has not paid for 

". secution of our principal industry the 
fishery, this year ·or at le·ast as, lar·gb 
a scale as and with more successful 
results ·ge1nerally than 131st year. 

H()N. PRIMID MINIST'ER:-Mr. 
Ch.airman, I have heard with m.u.ch 
a.ppreciation the remarks of the hon. 
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arable member for Hr. ·Grac·e and the · 
fair way in which the Lea.de1r of thb 

The remaining Orde·rs of the D·ay 
were deferred. 

, Oppos1ition and .Mr. Benn.ett h.ave ap
proached the question ·Of supplies. I 

' 

will not disicuss the matter now be-
"so11d 1saying that cpn,si~r~t.i;onr is 
no'v being given the suggestio·ns ar· . 
rived at in a three· hours discussior1 . 
and that it is anticip31ted in a da) 
or two the merchants' committee will 
again me·et the government and let us 
know the re.suit ·of the deliberations. 
This morning · o•ne of the members of 
the committee. telephoned me for an 
app·ointment but as business lruter 
tok him ·elsewhere the meeting was 
not possible. At the confe·rence· on 
S'aturday such matters a.s the income 
tax, supplying gen·erally, bank ac
commoda:tion and other matte,rs werb 
discuss·ed. I trust that in a few day~ 

It wa.s moved and sec,onde·d tha.t 
wh;en the House rises, it adjourn until 
tomor·row afternoon, at three o·f the 
clock .. 
· The H 1ouse adjourned accordingly. 

FRIDAY, April 28th .. , 1922. 
The Hou.se met at three o·f the clock 

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-, 
ment . 

. \ GIVlNG NOTICE OF MO'TION AND 
QUES:TIONS. 

HON. THE MINIST!E1R OF POST'S'...-
. Mr. S.peaker, I give notice that I will 
on to-m·orrow move· the Hous·e into a 
c :ommitte·e1 of the Who1le1 to conside·r 

·certain Postal Resoltttions. 
MR. M010RE--'Gave ·notice ,of que·s-

tibn. 
I 

there will be an·other meeting a,nd I SIR MI1CHAE'.L 1CASHIN-Gave no-
then wil~ be ab·le to tell the House tice of questions. 
what the po·sition is. MR. 1MI010R.E:.._Asked Hon. th.e1 Min-

HON. PRIME MINIST'ER:-I would ister of Finance and Customs if his 
like to refer Mr. Chairm.an, to the .De·partment has yet collected from the 
~u.ggestion of SIR M. P. 1CAS.HIN as to , firm of P. H. 'Cowan & 1Co., the sum of 
the road vote·s. We have h·ere a vote $15,000 in. the f.orm of bo·nds for duties 
~f$20 ,000 and we propo·se tha.t instead " owec1 by tha.t firm when it ·we·nt into 
of taking the special grants which liquida~,ion a year ago, and if not. 
are divided on the· per ca;pita ba.sis, 'why not. 
we will take the main line gra,nt in BON. THE PRIM'E MINIS.T'E'&-l 
glob·o to be divided in. the . districts, will get that information from Mr. 
leaving the handling of the grant a~ . LeMessurier and table· it to-morr,ow. 
Jn connection with relief etc., in the MR. 'M010RE-Asked Hon. the 
hands of the district r ·epresentativ·e,s. Pr·ime Minister:-
Last ye·ar two-thir·ds cf the allo·c,ation (a) What po·s-ition Mr. D. James 
~ent out early and as a result many Davies holds in the public ser-
tnen w·ere a.ble· to g.o to the fishe,ry. vice, what sala<rY do·e·s he re 
The suggestion I make is that instead ceive, and what does he pe·r-
~f some 10 or 12 particular pers·ons form. 
receiving it, all des·erving will benefit. (b) is hi.s appointm.ent under the 

Mlr. Speaker resumed the Chair. ordinary regulati,on fixed by the 
Tb·e ·Chairman fro,m the ·Committee At1dit Act, which ·provides that 

repo·rted that they had conside:red the 
matter to them referred, had passe·d 
certain resolutions, and asked leave to 
sit again tomorrow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and a:dopted, and. it was ord·e·red that 
the ·Committee have leave t,o sit again 
on tomorrow. 

no person re·ceiving a sala'.ry ot 
m·ore than $1,.000 a y·ear shall 
engage in a,ny other bu.s·iness. 

(c) is he· a.ware tha\t Mr. D. James 
Davies has re:ce·ntly been en
gaged in purcha.sing and ship
ping a cargo of pit props or pulp 
wood to England a.nd ha.d thb 

I 
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·said Mr. D. James Davies obtain 
ed the: Gove1r·nment's permiss1ton 
before engaging in this :business, 
and if not, what ste1ps does the 
Governme·nt propose to take in 
the matter; ~d if .Mlr. D. James 
Davies i.s, to be all1owed to carry 
on a private business apart 

~ 

from his 1official duties, does 
the Government propose to per
mit eve·r·y other member in thb 
1Civil Service · to d10 the same, 
~nd if not, why n.ot. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS'TER:-1 
know n·othing of the matter, but 1 
will get it from the · Minist·er of 
Agriculture and Mines. 

S·IR M. P. 1CASHIN:-Asked Hon. 
the Minis1te·r oif Finance and Cu.stoms 
to lay ·on the table of th.e· H·ouse a 
statement showing the· total collection 
·Of 1Customs Revenue at all ports of 
~ntry around the coast from Cape 
Race to1 Bay of Islands in.elusive, fo1 
s·uch pe.ri·od of the fiscal year now 
expiring a.Si details a.r·e a vaila.ble and 
·for the same periods in. 1918-19, 1919- / 

20, and 1920-21, so th.at the· country 
may have a.n opportunity of seein!:, 
the disastrous cionseq uen.ces to the 
Re·venue which h.ave followe·d upon 
the ill-ad.vised policy of the Fishe~ry 

Reg·ul~tions enforced b·Y the pr·e.s1e:nt 
, Government since ta.kin.g . ·office·. 

HON. THE PRIME .MINISTE.R:-\. 
will try and h.ave tha.t info1rma.tion 
to-morr·ow. 

SIR M. P. 1CASHIN:-Asked Hon. 
the Prime Mi11ister to lay on the1 Table 
of the House all c.orre:sponde1n.ce. be-
) 

'tween the· Government an.d th·e St. 
George's 1C"oal Fields, Ltd., from the 
time the present Go·ve·rnme1nt took of
fice up to ·this da;te; . said. corr·es
pondence ~o 

1
include a.ny b1etwee·n the 

Compa.ny and th.e Dep·a.rtment ·of 
.Justice, ·or any oither Department ~f 
the Government, as well as that of 
the Prime Mlinister, and the 1Colonia,l 
Secreta.ry. 

n .oN. ·THE PRIME MINIS:TER:-
• 

The correspondence has been hande~ 

a stenographe1r for c·opying~ I hope to 
have it t·o-morrow. 

Pursuant to· notice and leave granted 
and on m.otio·n of H·on. the Minist~r 
of Posts a.nd T'elegraphs, the· House 
reisolved itself int·o a Co·mmittee of 
the Wh·ole to co1nsider certain Resolu
tions re·specting Postal Rates. 

Mr. S.pef1Jker left the 1Chair. 
Mr.Hibb·s took the 1Chair of ·Com

mitte1e. 
Mr. Speal}er resumed the C1hair. 

· The Chairman from the Committe1e 
reported that they had co·nside·red the 
jnatter to them referre·d, 'h.ad m.ade . . 

some progress, and asked leave to 
· sit again o·n tomorrow. 
! On m·otion this ·Report w·as rece.fveCt 
1 and a.dopted, and it w·as ordered that 
1th·e ·Committe·e have leave to· sit again 
\>n tom1orrow. 

The 1Chairman from the 1Com.mitteb' 
!of the Whole on Supply reported cer
tain Resolutions which were rea.d & 

first time as follo·ws: 
Department of Posts and Tele·

graphs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,222,911.8·0 
The said Re·solutlons b1eing read a 

second time, it wa.s m·oved an·d second
-ed that the· Hous·e· concur with the 

• I 

•
1Committee therein ~nd the sa.id R·esolu 
tions were agre.ed to. · 

1 Pursuant to qrde·r and on motion 
'. of Hon. the Prim.e Minister, th·e House 

resolved itself int,o a ·Committee o .... 
the· Wh1ole on Supply. 

Mr. Spe.aker left the ·Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the, ·Chair of Com-

mitte·e.. ' 
HON. MIN. OF POSTS & T'ELE

GRAPHS~Mr. Chairman, speaking or 
the Resolutions ROW before the I-Iot1Se 
in connection with Postal Rates, 1 

. -
may say tl1at we a.re about the last 
country to consider inc.reasin.g the 
postal rates. It is optional for a.ny
Dom.in.io11 to incr.ease' its rates. Eng
land inc.reased hers over two year3 
ago, Cana.da ha.s followed, ialso· lTnited 

· Sta.tes, Africa. and Australia. 
Last year the Postal revenue de

creased by the large, sum of $11,554.00 
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If we were to a.irr1 at making tl1e Post 
al Dep1artm.ent meet its exp·enses we 
would have to put on a much hi.gher 
rate. Th~ Postal charge now for let
ters is three cents and we p·rop·ose to 
ir1crease it to four cents. 

Sect1ion 2, of the Resolutions deals · 
with Papers, ·that as you are aware 
is . a new thing to us; all papers are 
sent arol1nd this country free. but 
practically all countries hiave a. post
al rate for papers, we ar·e asking ori.e 
cent per p·ound ·:>r fraction thereof, 
that will be one cent p·er pap.er if one 
only is sent. In E·n.gland you ha.ve to 

, 

JJU~ one cent on each paper sent, and 
if yot1 put t'vo pa.pers in the same 
wrapper you have to piay two cents. 
We are b.oping to get $10,000 out cJr 

'the n.ew postal rates. 
Section 3, Consolidated Statute~ 

deals with two ounces, we propose to 
change that so as to read four ounces. 

Section 4, deals with Act 5, Geo. 5th 
.. Cap 10, con.c.erning Stamp Duties. 
1918 s ·ec. 1, shall be further amend
ed, we propose to strike Ollt , the 3rd 
item and insert the follow:ing dealing 
with stamps v1alued at 5 cents on all 
Telegrams; we are not increasing the 
rate, but instead of· putting on a stamp 
worth 5 cents we propose collecting 
the five cents in cash, that will make 

. the message, for a specified number 
of "\Vords the sa.me as before, viz., 25 

·cents. 
HON. THE. PRIME'1 MINISTER-

Mr. Chairman, to summarize these 
matters thev are ias follows:-' .. 
; (1) Letters increased from 3 cent~ 
each to 4 cente: 

the teleg1·aph office, now by charging 
a ~trt:iight 25 cents the Revenue will 
benefit the same as if the 5 cents in 
stamps were put on. 

The Committee then rose reported 
progres~ and asked leave to sit agiai11 
to·-morrow. ' 

. AN8W.ERS ~ro QUESTIONS. 
MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Primf'J 

) . 

~1inister to la.y on the table of the 
House a copy of the Report, if any, 
made by Mr. Collishaw to the Gov

,~,rnment in connection with his visit 
to Washi.11gton a year ago on Govern
rr1ent bl1siness, and also -a statement 
of any amount paid Mr. Collishaw for 
e)=penses, etc., in connection with this 
visit. 
, HON. 'l,l-IE PRI1\t1E MINISTER .. -

No report h.as beeri made as far as l 
k.now. if so it would be made to .the 
Minister of Mari11~ and Fisheries and 

' ' 
I will try and have it to-mor·r0w. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
· Prime l\Iinister what amount is being 
paid for relief "rork on the roads ancl 
otherwise in the electora.l districts of 
St. John's ~ast iand West, per· week; 
!l13Jl.Y men are employed, and what po 
!icy does the Government propose. to · 
pl1rsue after the end of this m.onth, 
a.lso t.o table a statement showing the 
amount paid for s11ow shoveling, road 
building, and other work, given by 
way of relief from the ·1st of' .. Tanuary 
up to tbe 30th of April, estimating the 
arnounts yet to be spent for the re
mainder of this inonth. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-
1"'he Dep1artment of Public Works is 
securing a statement in answer to 
tl1at question. 

' 
SIR M. P. CASHIN aslred Hon. the 

Jy.Iin. of ~..,inance a.11d Customs, if the 
amot1nts due the Government by the 

(2) ·A small charge on newspapers. 
(3) Telegraph Messages; instead o~ 

putting a 5 cents stamp on a message, 
and paying 20 cents in. casl1" you pay 
the whole cost of the message, that ts , 
25 cents i11 ciash. 

Considerable inconven,ience has 
been c.a.us.ed to people sending mess
ages wh.en they had no stamps to put 
·On them, and no11e, to be o·btained at 

.. F.P.U. or· the Union Trad:ing Co., on 
.a.ccount of the cargo of salt by the 
steamer Tuckhoe have yet been pai<1, 
and if so wb.en, a 11d if not, does he 
k11ow when these am.ounts w'ill be 
pa.id; an<l .fs interest being chiar.ged 

' ' 
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6n the same as is being charged ·on 
goods held 1in bond., in this city. 

HON. THE PRIME. MINISTER.
I am getting the information and hope 
to table: it to-m.orrow. 
. SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Minister of FinarJ.ce and C.\1stoms, 
what is meant by the words ''gua.ran
tee to be cancelled" against the namE} 
of Tobias W. Abbott, of Fo.go for $1,-
000, and a.gainst tl1e nan1e of S. J. 
Blackler, of Twillingate district fo~ 

$1,200, in the statement furnished to 
the House respecti11g the amounts 
provided for fishery supplies last year 
and to lay on the table of the House 
a.n original letter from Mr. O'Reilly 
who was in charge of this fund ex
plainii11g what is meant. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS':rER.
~I have just received from Mr. O'Reil
ly an answer to that question which 1 
beg to table. 

MR. WALSH-To contin.ue the 
.story of yesterday. The Min.ister ask 
' 
ed me to his office· to discuss the mat-
ter, but I d1idntt think he expected me 
to recommend dismissals, and I can
not conce-ive that Capt. Bonia suggest 

'.. ed such reductions as mentioned. I 
111ust strongly protest against such re 
duction of the small public utilities 
which. the people of this dtstrtct hav~ 
They have no rail mays and they are 
absolutely depende11t on roads, bridges 
and ferries for the1ir transportation, 
and if you hope to save ci tew- paltry 
dollars by this means, I and nly col
leagues must certainly protest. As to 

' 

the Placer1tia ferry we all know that , 
the government removed the r1ailway 
terminal and if it would give better 
serV1ice there ·would be no quarrel. 
But it. does not give better service, 
a.nd is it the intention of the govern
'ment to cut thes.e ·people of Jersey side 
off altogether. There ar1e not le.ss 
than 500 passengers travel by that 
ferry every day, and the man who 
runs it has .gone in debt as I kn.ow 
personally, instead of mak1ing money 

' 
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out of it. If th.e House is going to 
reduce this grant it is just as well to 
go back to the days of the tarry black 
punt. You cannot expect that man, to 
carry on that service for \ $3,000. I d<) 
11ot expect of course that my protest 
• 
w-ill be· listen.ed to, but it1 is p1erfectly , 

ridiculous for the Government to ask 
for $25,000. for a few horse police and 
.tl1en expect the rep·resentatives ot 
the people to suggest that such ser
vices as ferries which are badly need
ed be cut out. I protest as stron,gly 
as possible agaiinst such false econo-
111y. I will give my efforts towards 
iany reduction in reason in the public 
services and will ·do a.nythip.g proper 
to save 111oney for the Treasury, .but 
certa.inly not along th:is line. We can 
easily see from their conduct that the 
Hon. Pr-1me Minister and the other 
members of the Governm.ent are· not 
going baclr to the1 people aga.in,-:-you 
can easily see th.at by the way the Min 
ister s1its there and reads out these 
red11ctio11s. But I am going back 
again, and a.gain a11d again to the peo 
ll1 e and I will not come in here and 

. assist in furthering taxat1ion.. If you 
are so eager to save, when the late 
government went out of pow·er and 
left you 'vith 3 1-2 millions on your 
11ands, that " 11as the time to cut your 
cloth according to yo~r measure. And 
now YOll ask us to cut dow.n the few 
paltry services we have. I am dis
gusted. 

MR. ..t\."RCHIBALD-Mr. Chairman, 
I wo11ld l1ike to just refer to the Hr. 
Grace ferry vote, but I do not know 
'"·hat the total is. 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.-It was 
_proposed to take $800 off but we are 
leavin.g it as it stands. 

MR. AR1CHIBALD-I would 1ike to 
say on thiat ferry business for the 
information of tl1e House and the Min 
ister that this ferry bus"iness grew up 
in the last few yea.rs. Hr. Grace and 
Place11tia were among the first places 
tl1at had ferries a.s the·y were abso-

• 

' 



I 

368 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

lutely necessary. In Hr. Grace there 
• 

is a vote for $2800, but the . ferry is 
practiCk.'tlly a schooner and ta.kes care 
of Bryant's Cove, Island Cove and the 
Southside. She was called for by the 
people to meet certain conditions, and 
they produced her·, and I want tn be 
fair to th.e man that runs her, and to 
see that he does not lose too much 
n1oney. She burns 5 or 6 gallons of 

gasolene a day at about 60 ce:nts per 
gallon I think. If you could take th( 
money off that it would be alright. 
She is a schooner and an absolute ne~ 
cessity and can take about 80 pas$en
gers at the one ti1n,e, and you know 
that thiat 11umber cannot get in a trap 
skiff. I ·want tim.e to see the Hon. Dr-. 
Barnes as she has been put on a,t 
your request. I am not in. favour of 
raising the expenditure, but W 111:ere 
this vote looks large it is a necessity 
and was granted in answer to a de-
mand. 

... 

IION. 
Ch.airman, a1s to the War Pensions 
Committee that is a matter· that h'as 

. ' 
beeen given s·o·me consideration, and 
thotlgh I am affraid the Bill will call 
for the full am.ount it may be pos
sible to have some r·eprese.ntative of 
the Bo1arc\ of iPensions travel over 
the c·o·untry and to· ha.ve .some, re.
ductions made-n.ot on the actual bill 

;_but on the special con.side·ration of 
J:ases by inspection. I ask the co·n
currence of the memb·er·s wh·o are on 
that committee in passing that vote. 
; MR. BENNE'TT:-If the a.mount is 
i1ot expended it will I presume go !n 
afs a drop. balance. As to the ap 
pointment of some· pers1on to see the 
pensioners I think it is , an a.bsolutt 

. . 

. necessity. I do not think the Board 
know a.II the facts and in justice to 
the sailor·s· a.nd s1oldie.rs and their de
,pendents this matter should be gone 
1nto prefera;bly by a doctor or some 
'such reli.able person whose expe·nses 
will not be t,oo high. I think that is 
the practice in Canada. 

SIR M. P. 1CAS.HIN:-Before the 
Commit.te·e1 :risels· .Mr. IJhla.i~\an, l 
would like to draw the attention of 
th·e House to Cl(n article in the Advo
cate re th.e giving out 1of supplies last 
yeal' by the Gove·r·n.ment. It is tru& 
that I was instrumental in a.sking for 
the de.tails in cionnection 1with tht:. 
$410,0010 which was given out, and for 
which there were n.o returns. I loo·k 
ed upon it as m.y . duty to· ask that 
question an.d the information was 
brought in by the H1on. Prime Min
ister, in the middle of April, a.nd give11 
to the pu.blic. And no·w I pick Up 

this paper and find I h31Ve' to con
gratulate m.yself. The F. P. U. has 
ma.de the f1ollowing returns. · (reads, 

Now Mr. Chairman I ha.ve come to 
the conclusion th~t I got und.er the 
skin o·f this organization, th.e F.P.U 
when I .brought it to the: n·otice ot 
the Hous·e that they receive·d. $77 ,000 
last ye·ar. It was not the intention of 
the Government to give the F.P .U. 
that money to gamble with-it was 
supposed t·o be ha.nd~d to the fisher
men by the m~n who would put up 
50 per cent more. Th·e man who wrote 
this did not state the facts, as the one 
who re·ceived th·e money was su.pposed 
t 10 hand . it ba.ck when he got it from 
the fishermen. If the Governm·ent had 
given it out by cheque on the Bank 
they would ha.ve g·ot it ba-ck, As I 
stated b·efore it is our duty to bring . 
this to the notice of the g·overnment 
and I asked the· government on .behaa1 
of Newfoundland and this House· tu 
send auditors to the offices of all to 
whorn ·the money was advanced ano 
to audit their boolrs and accounts. 
'Tha,t is one of the principal thi11gs l 
asked when I f.ound that the st1m 01 

$410,0·0·0 was outstanding. An.d when 
I insisted, as 'far as this sid·e of the 
Hot1se co·uld insist, . that this should 

. be done, jt woke up some· of the peo
ple I see. And I st~te now that there 
is no reason why $50,000 should not 
be paid within a fortnight a.s the F. 
P.U. have paid up $30,000 since I 

• 
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spoke here. T'o make the statement 
that appears here is certajnly impu-
dent. It is like the cargo of salt that 
was brought h·ere two years ago and 
has not been paid for yet. I asked 
the Hon. Prime Minister for a state
me11t of accounts but did not get it. 
Now here· is a case · where over $30 , ... 
O·OO was p~id in a few hours. Was not 
that money in their possession-yei:, 
and they were only waiting to ~ee how -
th·ey could get off with it 

You should. have sent our auditors 
and a.udited the books O·f every ons 
who got these gua.rante·es, but instea.a 
of that you hand out five hundred 
th,ous·~nd c)pll1ars j'wiJthout ltroublin~ 
~our heads as to what has been done 
with it. The individu~l wh.o wrote 
tl1at article didn't know the whole 
ttory; he didn't entirely co·ver hi~ 

tracks. If you se,nt out some of those 
/ 

intelligent po1lice office·rs we have 
heard of, of the type of Fitzgerald 
f 

t\nd ·others, to examin.e the books of 
these pe1o·ple you might g·et some re
turns.. Why should Mr. 1Coaker or 
Mister anybody else· t31ke this fish a.nd 
ship it away to speculate with it. As 
I ha.ve already po·inted out, the F.P.U. 
was never a supplying concern. Mr. 
Coaker ·even boa1sted 10f that fact i11 

I 

this H.o.use. 

Now 'Mlr. 1Cha.irman, when I rose, l 
congratulated myse1f on having got 
·11early thirty tho·usand d.ollars f1or the 
Coiony that we fwoulld never have 
heard o·f otherwise. You are in here 
f:utting out ferry services a.nd other 
'things, from one hu.nd.red to a thou 
sand dollars, but you will touch noth
ing abo·v·e that and here we ~e· to d.a) 

· with this kind of sca.nda.l staring us 
in the face. ·The m.a,n who wrote that 
article in the Advocate· this e1vening 
thought he was drawing the red her
ring across the track, but he wasn't. 

Now, Mr. 1C'hairman, everything that 
' 

11as b·een ta,bled in this House thb 
present ses·sion has · uncover·ed a scan
dajl. T'here is still another that I wish 
to· refer to this afternoon, that is the. 

truck scandal. I asked a question 
here a.b,out the cost of the tru,cks that 
were imported for ~.he famous. coal 
mines in South Branch a;rid which are 
now discarded up in the woo1ds. If 
you take the trou.b1le to l1ook up the 
catalogue as I did you will . see these 
trucks were listed at 1,500.00 each. 
but I find that the fou.r imported here 
cost the Colony somethin.g like $33,00·0. 
Now these four tr.ucks should not 
have cost us anymore than $6,000 be-
: sides the freight. There was no duty 

.- to p.ay on the·m, ,but instead 0 1f that . 
we find they cost between thirty-two 

I 
and thirty-three thousa.nd dollars. 
Where did the balance of th~t money 
go? Did the gov·e.rnment make any 
inquiry to find out? Every day Wb 

come in he1r·e we. find a. new scandal. . 
I am sure I am satisfied with the 

castig~tion give1n me by the Advocate 
for uncovering the supply scandal. The 
·results so far ha,ve· be1en good but 
there are still ma.ny thousands of dol• 
lars to be accounted for. The· fisher 
~en hav·e p~id the. planters when they 
were in a position to do s.o but the 
rplanters have failed to make· good the 
'money to the government and it is my 
duty to exp.ose this. I care nothing 
for the Union 'Trading 1Co., or any 
other compa.n¥. Wh31t I have said wab 
said on the autho1rity of the docu-
1nents tabled in this H.ouse. That 
seventy-seven thot1s1a11d dollars was 
i1ot all th·e F.P.U. got. How' much did 
you. give them on account of re1lief 
wo1rk? I think when it is all figured 
U·P, it will be found . tha:t · they g.ot 
nearer a hundred thousa11d dollars. 
This stuff in the Advocate. is dished 

1
· up for the men of the North. It i~ 

a very good case to present to1 them 
but it d·oe·s,n't tell the facts. Here we 
have sin.ce these statements wert . , 
tabled returns of thirty thousa,nd dol-
1ars made· by one· concern. They had 
~the money but the1y were holding it 
)back like Water Street is holding 
.back the profits tax retu.rns. These 
men went down to Inspector O'Rielly 

\ 
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with their accounts, said "'we owe you 
$110,,000.000" and ca,;cne away and 
never paid a ce·nt 10f it since. Why 
did not you collect that money? They 
w·ent down to the Assessor voluntaril:, 
and submitteq their books, Inspe·ctor 
O'Reilly e~amined them, entered the 
amount in his re·gister and they went 
away ~d have noit been heard of 

• since. 
I 

Now, I hope that after this oratioL 
this aftern.oon, the·re will b·e another 

I 

thirty or forty thousand dollars fol:th-
coming from these supply guarantee·s 
on my a,ccount. I am doing goo<l 
work. 

'Th·e writer of this ~rticle says: "We 
wo11ld remind the Oppos,ition ano. 
others of the kill-Coaker tribe that 
18,000 qtls., of fish re·pres1en.ted a 
large portion of the Union Trading 
Co's colle.ctions and involved a.n ·Out
lay of $120,000,00.'' Is not th~t the 
best proof that the Union Trading ·Co., 
had fish in their stores and if they 
were solvent they should have paid 
the government back this money then 
instea.d of _)Va.iting till they ha.d sent 
th·e fish a,way to speculate with it. Did 
they hand back to the ·Gove·rnment the 
profits they made 0 1n that fish? 

MR. S1CAM.ME'L:-M·r. Chairman, on 
the motion that the C·o·mmiittee· rise, I 
wish to ta.ke the opportunity to reply 
briefly to some of the· remarks made 
by the Leader of the Opposition this 
ruftern·oon. I think for ,about tht; 
hundre·dth time during this sesion the 

' . 
hono,urable gentlem.a,n ha.s again . re· 
ferred to the positi.on of the Fishe·r
men's Union 1Tra.ding ·Co., in connect
ion with the amounts advanced this 
Company by the v;ario1us districts · as 
Supply Guarantees. And, he hab 
stated this afternoon that the first in. 
timati.on he had received of the T'rad
ing C10.~ ha.ving paid back over $30,
ooo of the amou.nt advanced was 

• 

through the columns 0 1f the Advocate: 
I cannot see, Mr. 1Cha.irman, that the 
Union Trading c ·o., any more tha(n 
any . other · business concern, is boun1d 

to have its affa.irs· discu~s:s:e.d in th.is' .. 
House or to have state·ments made· con 
cerning its bu.sine,ss tra.ns.actions. 

Now, with regard to the .article in 
th·e Advocate to which the ho ourable 
~entleman refers, I wish to say that! 
a.m in a position to e·xplain the purpo·rt 
of this article, ~nd the pu.rpos·e fo1 
which it was written.. As a result ot 
thf p·ublicaition of state·me·nts ot 
a.mounts adva.nc.ed to fir·m.s1 under this 
Supply Guarantee, an erro·neous im· 
pression h:~s got abroad th.at the firms 
in question h.a.d no inte·ntion of 
making an.y e·ffort to pa.y ba.ck ·even . 
a rea.sonable amount of the Guara.ntee,s 
adva.nc·ed ·th.em. Among others, a.nd 
tnore tha11 othe·rs, ,the Union· T'r·a.din~ , 

Company ha.s come in f.o·r a g·reat deal 
of unfa.ir criticism, and the impression 
has been created that the Compa.ny 
had no inte·ntion wh.atever of making 
~ny returns to the gov·ernme·nt, or o,f 
paying back one cent of the kua,ran
tees advanced. It was t.o refute this 
criticism, an.d to give the lie to these 
nsis·ertions that the article in q uestio.n 
was publis·hed. 

The Leader of the Oppos.it.ion ,while 
cr'iticizing th·e Union 'Trading Co., said 
tha.t the 'Trading 1Co., could not bt. 
placed in the same class as the firm 
of Hickman and other large firm.s o.r. 
the street, because they ·do not issue 
supplies on c.redit, OT take la.rge re.
sponsib1ili1ties in supplying. 

T11e Leader of the Opp.osition quotes 
Mr. ·Coa.ker as having made thi~, stat:e 
ment, but I maY1 sa.y that I have never 
heard Mr. C10.aker make the statement 
in question, .and if he ever did it 
must have be·en in the early days of 
the company. It certainly does n·ot 
apply now, and I would say to thb 
h.onourable gentlem.an that . if he had 
as many outstan,ding accounts on his 
books .as can be found on the books 
of th·e Unio·n . Trading c .o., on account 
of supplie·s advan.ced for the Fishery, 
he would be, spending ma.ny sleepless 
nights in wondering how he 
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was going to collect, or where. he· wab 
going to get .off. · 

' 

N o·w, Sir, a.s far a.s th.ese · Suppl~ 
Guara,ntees were concerned we ad
vanced large .amounts all ove·r th·e; 
Nortl1ern section ·of the country. It 
was never contemplated by a.ny re
presentative wh·O gave the Unioit 
Trading ·c·o., money under this guair.an 
tee arr.angement that th.ere was any 

of the ·Opposition, I am of the opin,ion 
that the m·oney spent on these guaran;.. 
tees 'brought back · to the country 
greater returns than we could have 
obtained if th·e money had been spent 
otherwise, say on Public Works foJ: 
;example. . ' 

Although I a.m n;ot in a position to 
soy off hand just what it CO·St rtCJ 
(:atch a quintal of fish. last year, I 

• • 
intention on the part of the 1Comp.any " kno\v that the v.otin.g of that $400,0·00,-
n·ot to pla.y square·. IDach represen. . 00 must have been instrumental in 
tative tr·eated the· Tra.ding 1Compa.ny sending at least three or fou.r th·ou
in the same1 way as othe·r business sa11d men to the Fis·hery. 'T'he coun
firms were treated. t1~y got ba.ck 250,000 quintals of fish 
, In the case of supplies for the· L1ab·- il.pproximately. The average price 
rador fishery we have received splen· paid for Shore Fish la.st Fall was $6.00 
did returns,' and I think that this is and f.o.r Lab·rador $4.00. This mean'B, 
a.mply born,e 0 1ut by the position with We! •~0~ retu1rn:s in exrtra earning 
reg~rd to the district of B;onavista. power to the extent of $1,250,000.·0fJ 

; . 

In the district of Bonavista $35,00·0 
w.as given the Trading 10.omp·a.ny ana 
alr·eady $24,000 has been returned. 1 
think it will be .agreed. that this is a 
very excellent showing. That is be
:cause the· Labrador fishery wa.s a sue:.. 
cess, and as· every one knows we 
supplied a l~rge number of the Labr,a 
dor fishermen in the district of Bona-
vista. 

'T'he Shor·e fishery was not such a 
success, and that explains the rea.son 
why tl1e return.s fr.om the districts 
where the Shore fishery w.as pro 
sect1ted are· not so good. ·The sh·or~ 

fishermain was not able ii::t. the m.ajority 
of cases to meet his bills, and con.'. 
sequently w·e have suffered some loss 
on this .account. 

that we co·uld not hav·e got if thes·e 
fishery supplies had not been gua.ra.n 
te·ed and if the same a.mount of 
money had been spe:nt on Public 
Works. 

Moreover, if' Sir Michael C'ashin is 
• 

correct in his criticism that the gov-
·ernment extracted in the way _of tax
ation. 65 cents out of ev·ery d.ollar that 
the fis.herme·n earned, then the argu ... 
ment is sound that through sending 
tl1ese me1n fishing· we collected ove·r 
$900,000.·00 indire1ctly in 1ta.xatio1n. This 
g·oes to show, I think,; that even. if the 
, I 

government had given ,out a million 
dolla.rs for fishery supplies th:e,y would 
have done :better than they did in 
sp·ending money in b1uilding roads~ al
though I do not say that the road:s 
undertaken a.re n.ot a necessity. 

As a member ·Of ·the . Government 
Party, I am prep·ared to take my fair 
share of censure for our actions last 
, 

year, but eve.n. in the light of the·, e~-
perience of this year 'vhatever criti
cism 1nay be directed again.st the 
Guarantee, 1the c.ountry ben.efitted near 

• 

Now, Mr. 1Cha.irman, there must be 
and there no doubt is a div·ersity of 
opini.on as to whether the govern
ment did the pr·oper thing in engage
in.g in the Fishery business in con
nection with these Guarrunte·es. The1re 
may be als·o, and there no · doubt is, 
a diff1erence1 of opinion as to wbeth.e1 
tl1e best system wa.s employed in dis-. 
tributing tl1e funds and making 
adequate provision for returns. De
spite the differe1nce of opinion ,on these 
t~)vo poin.ts, and despite the criticism 

\Jy a million dollars by adva.ncin.g 
these supplies and I am opti111istic de 
spite the figures of· the Assessor, that · 
we a.re going to collect $150,0100 of 
the amou.nt that ls still outstandin.g . .. 

' 
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I should like to say this that I con
sider that the presentation publicly 
of the statements of Guarantee Af!
counts, as they standJ at present, wr~s 
premature, as miany of the firms are 
not in a position to make fin.::tl returns 
and will not be· in sucl1 a position fo:r 
some time. Thetefore, the publica-

, 
tion o:f these Returns places many a 
business man in an invidious light be 
fore the country generally. 

Take our own pcsition fo·r instance 
WE· have tl1e stearner "Sisto" charter
ed. We sent on tl1at ship to Alic1ante 
and Na.pies three thousa.nd quintals 
of fish that we have i1ot realised a 
cent on yet. We have also· three oth
er cargoes loading n.ow for Oporto, 
and it was only last week that ~r 

London Brokers succeeded in arrang 
ing Credit abroiad for this fish. In oth 
er words ·we had 18,000 quintals or 
fish tied up on which a week ago we 
had not realised a cent. Say 18,000 
quintals of fish represents 
from $100,000 to $120,000. 

anywhere 
We paid 

the fishermen for that fish, and I .thinlr 
it was ·unreasonable to assume that 

' 
we would be ·in a position to meet our 
liiability to the G·overn.m.ent i11 conn?. 
tion with these Guara.ntee accounts 
untii we had reallsed on this large 
quantity of fish. Wh.en we: do realise 
fully,, we shall probably be in a .posi
tion to make inore returns in connec
tion with this G11arantee. What has 
been our positi1o·n has bee,n the posi
tion of exporters generally, and that 

• 

is the reason for 1ny contention that 
it was premature, and unfair to bus 
ir1ess firms, to have these statements 
I)Ublished publicly a.s early as 1the~ 
were. 

I must say, however, that I (lon't 
think th.a! any n1erchant or exp1orting 

• 
firn1 in the country has had l:O en-
counter from the Opposition the smal 

• 

lest fraction of cr.iticism, while the 
Fishermen's Union Trading Co., has 
been 1assailed on every! hand for their 
connection with th.is Guarantee. · We 

have cut down our $75,000 by $30,000 
a.nd I challenge the Opposition to pre> 
duce the na.m.e of a.ny firm that ha~ 
made such a large return in propor~ 
tion to their liability. 

I am s11rprised that Sir Michae r 
Cashi11 should insinuate that the F. 
P.·u. members of the Assembly are 

• 

riot ia~ting straight in this connection 
There is not a single F.P.U. member 
\Vho does not want, an.d who does not 
desire to see the clean' thi:rig done 
with regard to tl1ese Guarantee ac
counts. 

I trust that I ha.ve in so1ne smalJ 
111easure vindicatecl the position ot 
the Fishermen's Union T'rading ·co., 
and answered son1e of tl1e, · critici.sms 
that l1ave been directed against us 
fro.m the Opposition benches. 

Now with reg~rd to the article in 
ihe "Advocate'' wh.ich brought rorth 
the hon. I..Jeader of Opposition's criti.-· 
cisms this afternoon. I wi8h. to say 
that that article " .. as p·ublished solely 
\v·itl1 the idea of placing our position 
before the country. 

With regard to a11y act.ion that may 
be taken by the Government to probe 
this matter to the very depths and · 
to find out what firm.s are .. shirking 
their responsibilities in this connec. 
ti on, I m.ay say, Mr. Chairman that 

' st1ch ar1 act would have our warmest 
endorsation and support. 

The Opposition have made 
very bitter attacks and have 
some very strong statements 

some 
made 
a.bout 

the Fishermen's Union Tra.ding Co., 
but to-day our p·osition stands vindt-, 
catedJ and all the criticism levelled 
at us and. the ~..,ishermen's tTnion Tra(l 

' 

ing Co., will only result in our posi
tion and the position of the Govern
n1ent being considerably strengthened 
in the North when the true facts be
come known . 

Mr. Chairman, I have finishecl. I 
on1y rose to place before the House 

' the position of the Union Trading Co. 

• 

, 
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and I tr11st that I have made tl1at po
sition clear to everyone. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Mr. Chair 
i11an. The gentleman wl10 has just 
sat down appare·ntly does not under
stand the true position. We asked for 
a copy of the returns of the amo11nt 
advanced last year by the Government 

, 
for fisl1er3r supplies, less than eleven 
rnonths ago. The a.ccounts w·ere tab
led here. Thiat , look.ed to me as a very 
i111porta.nt matter. The head of the 
Fisheries clepartment Mr. Coaker, w·as 

' 

absent from this House whe11 we ask-
ed for information concerning this mo 
11ey that 'vas given out for s-t1pplies. 
'"J.,he Prime Minister rose in his seat 
and pointed out tl1at out of the ·$430.-
000 that was given out, only $20 000 

' had come back to the Government ; 
tl1ere were no returns for $410,000. We 
then started to probe th.e matter, 1ancl 
was it not our . business ·to probe it? 
According to the fig11res ta~bled here 
it lookec;I like free givi.ngs out. Names 
of firms with the amounts that they 
got "\\Tere shown, but there were no 
a.ccounts furnished for this $410,000. 
I do not agree with · M.r. Scam1nell's 
contentions this aftern.oon, and may r 
ask him did the Government advance 
the money to the F.P.U. Trading Co. 
for speculative p11rposes? The fist.. 
that M.r. Scam.mell refers to w:a.s not 
F.P.TI. fish. because it was bought out 
of Govern.ment monev and therefore 

~ 

'vas Gover·nme11t fish. The F.P.lT. or 
any other concern should be solvent 
before it starts to ma·ke advances to 
a third party. .Now the F.P.lJ. anti 
other parties took this money that 
'Y.aS meant to ~give supplies to I the 
fisherm.en an llspeculated on it on the, 
other sidef o~ the wiater, and now say, 
that indeed they have to awa.it their 
pro:fi ts from . abroad before they · ca.n . 
give retur11s to the Government. Sure 
ly that was not the intention of the 
Government? Surely it was not the 
intention of the Government last year 
tel advance money to insolve·nt firms? 

I do not mean. t~ suggest that the F. 
P.U. were insolvent. Last Fall the 
.fishermen and specula,te·d on it on the 
P.U. and the .F.P.U. gambled o~. it. 
Surely Mr. Scam.mell doesn't serious
ly contend that that was the intentior1 
of the Governme11t ,·.~.rhen they advanc
ed the F.P.U. $77,000. No, when. the 
Government ad.vanced the money they 
expected to get . back 100 cents to the 
dollar. No effort was ev·er made by 
the Government 11p to now to get bacl\'. 
the mone}- that they a.dvanced. They 

• 

dicl not se11d out Auditors. as they 
should h~tve ilon.e, to those who g·ot 
anv i3..dva,nces. There is n0t one in· .. 

~ 

·stance in· which A.ssessor O'Rielly 
sent out anybody. Is that the right 
:way to do 'b11siness! Mr. Scammell? 

Another ' statement made by , Mr. 
' 

Scamn1ell this afternoon was that 250 ~ 
000 quinta.,ls of ·fisl1 were cau.ght last 

• 

~"ear, which would not have been 
caught if the Government did not SllP-· 

ply. You ca.nnot fit out for the fish ... 
ery with that · percentia,ge, which is be
tween 30 and 40 cents to the quintaJ 

I 

No,;v it has been contended ·in thifl 
Hou.se . and outside tl1is House, that 
t11is 111oney was not given to needy 
111.en at all. · In many cases the me;.~ 

\Vho could go. fishing on their own 
acco11nt availed of tb'e Government 

' 

suppl)r. · Well, if that be so. how does 
Mr. Scammell figure it out th.at a, quar 
ter of a million quintlals of fish were 
cat1ght, that 'vould not have been 
ca.11ght, had not the Government sup
plied. 

I rep·eat again that $430,000 Gover·n
ment money, was taken and used by 
the firms already mentioned . and no 
returns came from it up to a weel\'. 
a.go . 1The F.P.U. ha.d no business to 
t1ake that fish ant'l ship it; it was the 
dutv of the Government to send it . . 

3.\·va.)"", and th.e F.P.U. had n.o permis· ' , . . 

s'ion fro1n the Government as far as 
we know. 

MR. SCAMMEI-'L-$77,000 certainly 
\Vouldn't pay for the eighteen thous-

I 

\ 

/ 
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and quintals of fish that we bought in 
Newfoundland last Fall. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Only for 
the inflt1ence you hold in tl1is House 
you could not dare do what you ha,re 
done. 

MR. . SCAl\flVIELL-Admitting ·yo11r: 
ar.gument. Supposing we h.anded OV'

er eighteen thou~u,nd quintals of fish 
to the Government. They could not 
export it from St. J ol1n's. And here's 
another reason. YOU ha Ve been con
stantly saying the past two sessions 
that the Gover11ment 'made a mess of 
everything it went into. 

SIR MICHAEI.J CASHIN-Your prin 
cipal, Mr. Coaker took $380,000 t)f 

' Government mon.e)·, bought fish witl1 
it and then stored· the fish i'n St. 
J'ohn's. Now what is your answer tq 

that I wonder? If the fisher1nen fron1 
whom you bo·ught the eighteen thous
and qutntals of fish paid you 100 cents 
to the dollar, where do your returns 
11.t? 

MR. SCAMMFJLL-The shore fisher
n1en didrt't. 

SIR MICHAE:L CASHIN-Is it no1 
your bounden duty and the duty ot 
tl1e F.P.lJ. to p1ay bacl{ to tl1e Govern
ment every dollar that they owe? You 
.told me 11ere this a,fternoon that vou 

~ 

11ave alrea.dy paid 50 cents to the dol-
lar an cl will likely pay another $1 O ,-
000 sl1ortly. That does not sav tha.t .. 
yo11 have paid it though. 

MR. SCAMMELL-Everyone does 
the ·same thi'ng. 

SIR MICHAEI.J GAS.HIN-Nevel' 
mind what everybody does. Wh) 
should you take Governm.ent. fish and 

' 

send it across the water? Did ycu 
hand 100 cents to the dollar to the 
Government for every fisherman that 
paid you? Did the F.P~U. Trading Co. 
hand in to the Assessor a detailed 
statement showing what the fisher
men had paid in for the supplies ad
vanced them, and can I ias k to 11a ve 
that information laid on tl1e .table o · 

can quite understand the F.P.lJ. talr
ing this fish. and sh'ipping tt because 
they have been so used to dabblinll) 
with Government money within the 
Ilast two years. No'v I claim that tbat 
fish th.at was sl1ipped to El1ropt:-· 

·.should have been reported to the Gov 
ernment last Fall and not now in 
,A.pril. Now Mr. Scammell is a repre
sentative of the J:i...,.P.U., on whose be
half he is speaki11g this afternoon. I 
am p·utting the case right up to him. 
There are three or four lawyers list
ening, an.d if I am wrong I am prepar·· 
ed to take their decision. That Gov~ 

I 

· ernment money was handed to the F . 
P .·u. to supply a certain number of 
fishermen. If the fishermen paid in 
full dollar for c1ollar the F.P.U. should ., 
have reportedi to the Governm.ent and 
let the Govern1nent arrange to ha\'"e 
the fish sh'ipped, and not come in at 
the last moment a·nd pay 50 cents to 
the dollar. Five days · after the whole 
transaction is exposed, a representa
tive of a firm that got $77 ,000 of Go, ... 
ernment money gets up here and sayt· 
tl1a.t they have retur·ned $30,000 and 
adds that there may be another pay .. 

' 

ment by that firm soon·. What c.an 
you expect from the ordinary fisher
men in this country when the Prime 
l\finister · and oth '3rs are prepared to 
stand for this kin.d of ~candal? What 
can suppliers. expect in the future in 
this Colony? · If this sort of thing is 
a.llowecl to go on it wjll be a case or 
get all you can and. leave nothing for 
the merchant. Look at what happen
ed ~ighteen months ago when Mr. 
Coaker took ia half 1nillion dollars 
from the Treasury to pay for fisl1 that 
could not be so1d. When the fish 
tlropped in price Mr. C.oaker unload
ed on the Government nine thousa11d 
tiuintals. The fish went across tn the 
"President Coaker" in the name of 
the Government. 'The account sales 
in this House showed that tl1e Gov·
ern1nent lost rJver $100,000 on the 

the House to-morrow? Of course I ~ransaction. 

• 
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Now I don't th.ink that Mr. Scam
n1ell has put up. half ias good a case 
as he imagines, tl1is afternoon. l 
agree with hin1 that it is right to get 
all the men possible to go fishing, e, .... 
en at $2 a quintal. This whole thing 
that I have dealt with -ls too serious 

· to be passed over lig·htly and it will 
come up in jut"lgment against l\Ir. 
Soommell in the in1mediate future . 
The brazen part of it all is, for a 
member of the F.P.U. t<) get llP here 
and. say that his firm are paying· fift} 
c~ents to the dollar. There was a time 
in this col1ntry w·hen there w·as a· po
litical cry called "thirty cents to the 
(lollar"; bt1t this (}over11ment will be 
du.bbed as fifty cents to the dolla.r. 

MR. SCA1\1:Ml~LI"'-If we keep on at 
thiat rate 've . will all get solvent by 
and by. 

~ SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-I never 
said you \Vere solvent, but, if you were 
solv.e.nt, you had . no business to tak~ 
:tl1at fish a.nd send it across without 
'consulting the Government. The Gov · 
ernm.ent handed ·out supplle~ last yea.r 
with the intentio11 that the·y .ga,·~ 

' 

them to solvent people. Now if the 
cap fits yo11 Mr. Scammel1 I can't hell' 
it. l\ir. Chairman., I did not intenr" 
to ma'I{e a. speech this afternoon until 
I saw that account in the "Advoc.ate'" 

I hope that the Prime· Minister will 
take warning by wha.t he has heard 
this after11oon, as he must see the 
serious side of it, as a responsible 
Minister of the Crown. He handed 
out $430,000 for supplies last year ai1d 
received only $20, 000 in rett1rn llP to 
this after11oon; nor has he instituted 
a.ny enquiry although that money ib 
outstanding nearly a year. And no'v 
the people are cla1nouring for anoth.
er supply this year before the old ac
cot1nt is squared up. s .ur·ely g·oodness 
the Pritne Minister is .going to take 
some steps to collect that money. 

MR. GOSSE-Mr. Chairman, Sir 
l\iichael Cashin said .the other da)" th a,t 
the supplier wias putting the money 

in his own pocket. I asl{ him to look 
at these accounts of 13 fishing crews 
that I supplied last year, and see what . 
'I am out of pocket~ 

SIR MICHAEL CASfIIN-I do not 
'""ant to look at them, send them dowr1 
to Inspector O'Reilly. 

MR. GOSSE-I don't have to send 
111en1 dow·n to Inspector O'Reilly; yo11 
'von't look at them, eh. . I have los~ 

about $4,500 on those 13 am·ounts 
alone. 

MR. ARCHIBALD-~Ir. (Jhairma11, 
I wan.t to sia).,. a fe\v words as regards I 

this fish business. I have very little 
• to say for that. I am surprised tha"' 
Mr; Gosse gave such explanations of 
his private bu;3iness. So far( as I can 
see the people whom Mr. Gosse sup
plied were not ta'king his supplies 
with any intention of robbing him, 
and if they had been paid cas~ · for 

~ their fis.h he w·ould hav-e been p.aid 
back his money. · 

l\1:r. Gosse dub,s the men. of Span
la.rd's Ba.y as dishonest and lame 
ducks. I resent th.at idea very m11ch, 
and I am not going to stand for it. 
The men of Spaniard's Bay a.re a-s 
ho11est and ias industrio11s as any ir 
this country, a.nd it is very 11nfair to 
those n1en for Gosse to ma.ke such 
asserti.011s and throw such insults to 

• 

. the p·eople of Spaniard's Bay. I, who 
was elected at Hr. Grace a.bsolutely 
resent the idea. 

MR. GOSSE-lVfr. Chairman, the 
icl ea of Mr. Archibald telling the 
I-louse that I treated the people b1a.d
ly in my district by selling my fis11 
to the Government while others hacl 
to let theirs stay in their stages and 
stores to rot that is the foolishest 

' thing you can hear on God's Earth, 
why the n1ember for Hr. Grace mltst 
be insane. 

No,v·, Mr. Cha.irn1an, with regard to 
the coming season. I do not think there 
will be any tro11ble at a.II, G. & M , 
Gosse will supply 40 crews, Mr. Arch-

r 
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ibald iand Mr. Barnes 40 crews each, 
and every thing will be O.K. 

~IVIR. ARCHIBAI"" D-Mr. Chairma.n, l 
I 

see that tl1e Pri1ne l\1inister js s1nil-
ing, I do not bla1ne him. Mr. Gosse 

( 

says I am insane, but I certai1ily 
think that Mr. Gosse is insane \vhen 
he sa.ys tha.t the people of Spaniard's 
Bay are rob be rs, I am going to defend 
them. I a.m not going to stand for i.t. 
The men w'l1om Mr. Gosse · supprrerl 
'vent down to the · Labrador and they • 

sold their fish for ca.sh, and can you 
blarne them.? Bl1t unfortunately the·_y 
sold it to people who had not suffici
ent cash to pay them for it, and I say 
tl1a.t "\:\'"hen they get pairl for their fish 
tl1ey will pay- back every cent ,--';h1ch 
Mr. Gosse has advi.a.nced. Consequent-
1)~ through no fault or their own t h.ev .. 
have been termed robbers ancl lame-
ducks by Mr. Gosse. As I said before 
I resen.t th.e idea and I am sure that 
this House is astonisl1ed at hearing 
it. I want to vindicate their charac 
ter and dealings. 
· Mr. Spe!ilker resumed the Chair. 

The Cl1a.irman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered thP 
n1atter to the1n referred, tlad passed 
certai11 Resolt1tions, and asked leave 
to sit again on to-morrow. 

On inotion this Report was receiv
ed and a.dopted, and it was ordered 
that the Committee have le.ave to sit · 
again ''n to-morrow. 

The remaining Orders of the 
·were deferred. 

It was movecl and second.eel t11a t 
when the House rises, it adjourn untiJ 
1fonclay afternoon next, at three of 
the clock. 

The House then adjourned a,ccord . 
i'ngly. 

' .. 
MONDAY lVIay 1st, 1922. 

The House n1et at three of the 
cloclc in the afternoon pur~uant to acl 
journn1ent. · 

HON. 'I'HE PRIME l\'.IINISTER.
I beg to 1Jable correction.s to th .. e Cen
sus Rep()rt as tabled on Friday last 

lVIr. lVIacDonnell gave Notice of 
Question. 

Mr. Benrtett gave Notice of Question 
Sir Michael Cashin ga.ve Not.ice of 

Questions. . 
lVIr. lVfoore gave Notice of Qt1estion. 
AN~flVERS TO QUEST·IONS. 

MR. MOORE. asked Hon. the Prime . ' 

l\Iinister if Mr. E. Collishaw 11as yet 
paid the· amount due by him as freight 
for the conveyance of pt1lp· wood from 
his mills on tl1e West Coast to Grand 

· Falls, and if not, why not. 
I-ION. THE .PRIME MINISTER.-

No p.aym.ent has been reported as 
having lleen paid since the question 
l1a:s been a.sked, :he party referred to 
has. been awa.Jy from the Colony. 

MR. BENNETT asked the lVIin. of 
Public Works for particulars of the 
fc)llow;ing a.mounts alloc.ated unde:r
special loan account to the following 
in the district of Biay de Verde during 
the year 1921-

Allan Hudson, J..Aower Island 
Cove . . . . . ., . . . . . . . . . . $2 ,500 

W _ H. Hillier, Freshwater, B. 

D. V. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
PJ... E. Hick1nan, St. John's .... 
.Toseph O'Reilly, St. John's . . 
J'oseph O·'Reilly, St. John's ... 
Also to table returns rece'ived 
s::tme. 

1,800 
6,000 
2,000 
1,700 

for 

HON. MIN. OF PUBL,TC WORKS: 
-1\fr. Speaker, the amounts as listed 
on the Order Paper to-day'" were 
cheq_ues in connection '\Vith supplie~ 

for the fishery. 'rhey ca1n.e out of the 
Dist rict Grants from the Public Works 
Department. 

lVIR. BENNETT asked the Minister 
of Public Works tc> table a statement, 
showing the amounts allocated from. 

.... . ' ~ 

Loan Special Acco11nt or from any 
other special account to the districts 
of Carbonear Trinity, Bonavista, Fo-

' go a.nd Twillingate, during 1921, giv·- . 
ing the names of those to whom allo 
catio11s were made in each case. 

HON. TErE MIN. OF PUB. WORK& 
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-My reply is that details will take 
cc1nsideriable tim.e, and I have asked 
Mr. Joyce to get it as soon as possible. 

SIR M. P. CASI-IIN asked Hon. tl1e 
Prime l\tI1nister 'vho are the partie~ 

composing the Compainy known as the 
''Labrador Stores, Ltd.," shown in the 
list for thA -guarantee. of fishery sup
plies for the su'm of $3,000 for su:r;-

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister if it is the intentfon 
of the Governme11t to unde·rbake the 
importation of salt for this year's 
fishery, and if so, 'is the matter of 
s11ch importation to be put in the 
hands of Hon. the Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries. 

I-ION. THE PRIME MINISTER-
l'lies for Labrad<)r for wlltcn no re- It is not the intention of the Govern-
tt1rns have been 1nade and at whose 
instances was this firm guananteer1 
the sun1 of rnoney, and to lay on the 
table of the House a copy of all cor
respondence in relation thereto, a.n (} 
if there is no correspondence, a state .. 
n1ent fro·m Inspt. O'Reilly .a.s to who 
introdu.ced these parties to him. 

I-ION. THE PRIME l\i!INIS'rER.
The Government has no official know
] edge of the matter concerning the 
Labrador Stores Ltd. The member~ 
or directors are 1V£essrs. H:ickm1an 
Pratt ancl Jas. Sellars, also Messr~. 

Andrews and James Pratt. 
SIR l\tI. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 

·Prin1e Minister if the Governme11t i11-
tends to take any steps to i11vestigate 
tl1e inethods of the Banks Clo?ng nus -
iness in this Colc)ny in view of critl · 
cisms as to the manner in whic~ they 
operate and especially of hts o\Y ~ 

criticism of one of these Institutions 
at the l1ast Session in this House 
''

1 hicl1 he described as composed of 
. Shylocks~ and does the Governn1en: 
propose to take a·ny act1011 to estab
lish the State Bank advocated by the 
President of tl1e Fisl1ermen's Protec
tive Unio11 in the last annual address 
to his org-anization. 

!ION. THE PRIME MINISTER,_ 
No representations have been made to 
the Govern me11 t. M·y reference to :a 
certain Ba.nk here in town, when I 
termed them as "a crowd of shvlocks" 

• 

'va s directed to the Royal Bank . of 
Canada when they behaved in such a 
way to the Municipal Council. Noth
ing in relation to State Ba,nks has 
been considered as ,yet. 

ment in anyway to interfere with the 
importation of salt. 

SIR M. P. C.ASHIN asked the Prim.e 
1\tiinister if the Government has yet 

· considered its pro1nised action in re
g·ard to the failure of so many of the 
parties who received . money for fish
ery supplies last year to make any 
1~eturns as revealed by the· ·Report of 
Mr. O'Reilly rece11tly laid on the table 
of the House, and if it has, what 
policy d.oes the Gov~r11ment propose 
to pursue in this matter; and if it ha$ 
not, 'when does he expect to make a 
statement to the House and the coun
try in regard to the matter. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
lVfr. O'Reilly has full authority to deal 
with. every person who is now in ar-, 
re1ars with fishery accounts. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Min'iste,r if it is the intention 

, of the Government now that the spe
cific purposes fo1· which the sp.ecial 
tax was imposed upon suga.~ last yea.r 
has been attained to reduce the duty 
on, that article and if not, why; not. 

HON. TI-IE PRIME MINTSTER.-
The special tax 'vhich was imposecl 
on sugar was for the purpose of pay
ing off the ·deficit incurred by th~ 

, Food Control Board. It is expected 
that the amount will be sufficient to 
liquidate the deft c:it a1so the amoun.t 
incurred by the raising of Soldie·rP 
a.nd Sailors Pensions. 

The Chairma.n from the Committee 
of the Whole on Supply reported cer
tain Resol1.1tions , which were. read . a . . . 

liJ'.St time as follows: 

• 
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Department of Pub. Works. $949,931.01 
Dept. Pension Board Com-

mission . . . . . . . . . ... 711,816.00 
Dept. Gen'l Contingencies . 50,000.00 

The said Resolutions being read a 
second time, it was moved iand second 
ed that the House concur with the 
Committee therein, and the said Reso-
lutions were agreed to. 

f>ursuant to order and on 1notion 
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself 'into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain Reso-· 
lutions on the subject of a tax on cer
tain Incomes. 

Mr. Speaker left the Cha.ir. 
Mr. I-Iibbs too'k the Chair of Commit 

tee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

• 
reported that they had considered tb.e 
n1atter to them referred, and recom
mended that the said Resolutions be 
referred to a Select Committee of ·the 
I-louse. 

On motion this Report 'vas received 
a11d adopted-, an•j Mr. Speaker ap
pointed the said Select (~omm.ittee as 
follow·s: Hon. the Prim.e Minister 
Hon. the Minister of Justice·, Hon. the 
Minister of Posts, l\tir. Higgins, Mr. 
Bennett. 

Pursuant to <Jrder, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs, the House resolved itself 
into a. Co1nmittee of the Whole to con 
sider certain· Resolutions on the sub -~ 

ject of Postal Rates. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took 1the Chair of Com

mittee. 
HON. THE PRIME MINIS"l,ER

Mr. Chairman, with respect to the In
come Tax resolution, this was submit
ted to the Board of Trade for thetr 
considera.tion. I was later informed 
tha~ it was passed over to a commit
tee of the Board of Trade. Subsequent 
ly I was 'informed that the resolu
tions were not objectionable except in 
one particular, namely, its · apparent 

unfairness toward the incorporated 
comp,any a.s compared with the part
nership concerns. It was pointed out 
that a partnership· with the same pro
fits and ;;ame turnover as an incor
JlOrated company would pay less 111-

• 
come Tax. Consequently I would 
move for the appointment of a special 

· committee of the House to confer 
'with M'.r. O'Reilly to see what change 
is necessary in order that this be ad- .. 
justed. . 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS-Wttll re
spect to the Resolutions before . 1the 
·Chair I think the P.ost Office Depart-

.: ment cannot afford to send papers for 
nothi11g, ias it has. been done up ito 
the present. When the trains are 
shut off we have to employ couriers 
and trouble is caused by the weight 
of the pap.ers which have to be car
ried from one point to another. 'rhe 
trouble is not with the individual pa
per but 'vith the collection for a whole 
week which is a wei.ghty parcel and 
after a.II 'is only often us.ed for fire 
lighting. I think it would be very 
b~neficial if we C·Ould keep back the 
papers iat certain ti.mes from ~etting 

to the outports. We want to get a 
reve11ue at the Post Office. But if 
someone wants to get a sh1ip to go 
north for herring or something else, 
it is charged to the mail subsid.y and. 
the same ap,plies to transportation all 
over the whole Island. We cannot af
ford to have the pap·ers going free 
and a charge of half a cent per pound 
would be no hardship on the pub1ish
ing houses. As it seems to be a mat
ter that is foreign to honorable mem-

, bers 011 both side·s p·erhaps it woulcl 
be better not to decide on Section 2 
till we ha.ve the opportunity to con-

• 

sider it. I do not think it , would be 
a hardship if we have to incr·ease· the 
rate on the publishers. ' In · Canada 
they have the same rate a~ nere, l 

cent for 4 ounces, and in :England it 
is 2 cents for every 4 ounces. In my 
opinion this would be a savin.g to the 

, 
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publishers as they 'vol1ld not be se:p.d
ing good papers to the outports to be 
bt1rnt. It is only a matter of senti
ment~ this newspaper busine~e-local
ly at any rate. I ask therefore that 
we do not pass this section tbts after- . 
.noon. 

• 

l\ilR. HIGGINS--·I do not . disagreP 
W'itp. this sectit1n, but I think it is a 
pity that we . shot1ld put anything i11 
the way of the people in the outports 
g;etting ne"\\1 S. I w·ill go so fiar as to 
say that it would pay the Gover11me11f 
to have a, proper paper printed and 
sent out to enligl1ten the people. If 

• 
any country is. handicapped, this onr 

· -is in .getting news. It is ·a mistak~ 

for the Hcln. Minister to get up and 
repudiate his ow·11 b'ible or the distri
t,11tion of it. 

HON. MIN. O.F I>OSTS-It iis i1ot. 1ny 
'.lli.ble. 

, 

MR. HIGGINS-He even rep11di·
a.tes it P·Ul1licly now. The time wa~-

when the Advocate was the bible aa 
interpreted by th.e New Moses, the 
Hon. Minister of Fisheries, whose do
ings were fully presented in its col-
'11mns. ·And now the Hon. Minister or 
Posts says it ought to be burnt. It is 
i1ot a question as to imposing a tax .. 
but it is a pity I say to cut off the 
people from all J.;:.nowledge of world 
affairs. They have no other avenu~ 

of getting news, and it is a pity to 
take away this, their only chance of 
get.tin.g enl'ightment on outside mat
ters. .If )'OU are convinced that vou ., 

have corrupted the people by sending 
them the Advocate, and though it for
tunately does not iaffect St. Jol1n's, .. 
think you ought to let them have it 
mow. 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS-Even tho' 
the hon. inember is very witty in his 
remarks and says this, the· Advocate 
is my bible, we often have mission
aries and others to inte·rpret it. If 
·we had no oth~rs it would be alright. 
but with sd many others, there is 1too 
much trouble. ~ 

• 

MR. HIGGINS-That's right-you 
only wa11t to hear the one 
give the people the one 
th:ings. 

side and 
view of 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS-I am look
ing at this only from the revenue 

. . 
point of view, and I say that in no 

·· other country are papers sent free. 
:The peop,le do not stop· to consider the 
cost of getting out the mail and they . 
n1ust be prepared to accept a small 
tax. 

MR. HlGGINS·-If the outports ar~ 
willing, I am, as I do not. represent a17 
outporl . 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS-Perhaps it 
would be better to see the change in 
the w.ording nf the section. 

.MR. MacDONNE.LL-The Hon. Min
ister's . -explanatio11 is obscttre. I can 
see now why he 'va.nted to stop the 
spread of Bolshevism. The Hon. Min 
ister pra.ctically says now that therP 
,vilJ be no press. That is the enlight
ment lie would have instead of Bol
shevism.. Tl1is is a serious s11bject 
but w·hen a man. who has represent~/ 
an outport so Ion.g· as the, Hon. M'in
ister has, states that ·:it is a waste to 
send papers to the outports, 'v'hat are 
they sent for. If it is true that the' 
are never read, bl1t are used to ligh~ 
the fires. what are we breaking our 
backs for abot1t sending tl}.em out. Are 
we sending them out to people th:a" 
cannot read. Instead of taxing the 
pe.ople to get papers it would pay thP 
Government to send them out free in
stead of t~11arging postage. if we arf" 
to take the fig11res of the Hon. Dr. 
Barnes on illiteracy. In Trinity there 
are some 23,432 people 'vho elected 
.the Hon. Minister of Eosts and h~ 

says the papers are a nuisance. t~ 

them, ·la trouble to the couriers and a 
" rast,e in connection w:ith the mails 
These are the Hon. Min.isterts owr 
words. I am not n1isinterpreting him~. 
If we had only one paper I can see 
th~ Hon. Mit1ister w·ou.ld bei agreeable 
and I wonder if that one particula.r 

. " 
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paper would. have · to pay as the oth
ers "?ould be made do. You say some
thi11g must be devised to keep them 
from brea.king the act. 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS-I did no ·, 
say what pap,er. 

MR. MA,CDONNE,LL:-We all know 
which one you meant. There is only 
one God in the eyes of some of the 
people and the Advocate is His 
prophet. Now· if the Hon. Mr. Coaker 
who established that paper wanted to 

• 
stop the others he · would not go 
around c0llecting a cent here and a 
qua.rter cent there--:-he would put in 

\ 
regulations . to stop thein. Why don't 
you close up the 0th.er papers al
together. You won'.t get $150 of the 
$2,0·00 you expect by this tax. 

HON. MINISTER OF P10 ·STS:
Now don't s,ay too much or we will 
lose th·e· regaJrd we have for you. 

' 
MR. IMIA,C'D'ONNE:LL:-That would . . 

be to·o· bad. And now we· ar·e to have 
a press going out that is doctored tCJ 
give a wrong impression of what is 
happening here. Is that to be cor 
rected rut ,all .. ~ If. yo1u put the ,o-utports 
out of communication with the city 
and the news you will put them out 
of the world altogether and ,Qod k.no,ws 
the.Y a.re f'ar enough out of it now. 
You will have them in the state of 
people wh·o kne·w· nothing o·f the w·ar 
till it was fought and won. We do 
11ot want these people to be out of the 
'vorld altogether and I thin·k the sug
gestion of the Hon. Prime Minister is 
right. I think the papers ought to 
be subsidized and should go out. 

' 
HON. l\IIN. OF POSTS-That is 

'vhat is being d.one now. · We1 are the 
I 

last to put a tax on pape~8, but as I 
said it . is done in Canada and else
wl1ere, bltt if we think the people can 
not do without them and they w111 · il\
crease their state of mind, I will not. 
be the one to keep, them from them. 
Mr. MacDonnell in his speech has · trI
ed to misrepresent what I said, but I 
said that sometimes the papers sent 

out are a week old and may not be 
re-ad. ..- . 

MR. MacDONNEL~They a.re sent 
in \\ .. eekly lots as the people are read
ing the love stories ju.st as Mr. Jen
nings does. 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS-I do not 
think we Wiill gain much by furthei-' 
debating the point. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
I ask that the Committee rise and re

. port progress and ask leave to sit 
again to-morrow. 

Mr. Speak-er resumed the Chair. 
The ·Chairman from the Committe·e 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had · made 
some progress, and asked leave to s-tt 
again on to-morrow. · 

On motion this Report was receiv
ed and adopted, and it was ordered 

· that the Committee have leave to sit. 
again on to-morrow. 

Pursua.nt to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 

• 

resolved itself into a Committee or 
the Whole on Supply. 
. Mr. Speia'ker left the Chair. 

Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

MR. W~~LSH-Mr. Chairman, if this 
new postage rate· had been put in 
force weeks ago, an.d the papers · de
barred from the 011tp.orts It would not 
be necessa.ry for me to speak now. On 
Frida.y ·11ight Mr. Cheeseman is re
ported to have made a statem.ent and 
if he did not make it he can contradict 
it. He is reported to have said: 

(Reads) · 
Now Mr. Chairman, before I attempt 

to deal with the slan.der against , the 
District of Placentia and St. Mary's 
contained in the remarks of the hon. 
r11embe·r for Burin~ I must briefl~r re· 
fer to the causes ·wh1ich led up' to the 
necessity for any such assistan.ce in 
·Pla.ce·ntia and St. l\1ary's, and 1· want 
it to be clearly uderstood that this 

' ' . 

district did not get all · that 'vas go-
. ~ . ~ 

ing. There were lots of places as 

, 
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anxious to get such assistance as just 
as badly in need of it as Placentia 
district was, but their representatives 
had not the c.ourage to get up in. their 
places i11 the House and safeguard the 
.interests of their constituents. ~...,rom . , 

1913 to 1H19 there was ·no need tr 
the people of Placentia and St. Mary's 
to ask for assistance. Like all other 
independent fi.shermen, they were able 
to get what supplies they wa·nted 
from the men who were carrying 011 

prosperous businesses. When the gov 
ernment of Sir Michael went out or 
power they handed over three and a 
ha.If millions to you, and if that mo
ney 11ad bee·n expended judiciously 
there would be no need of Placentia, 
an~. St. Mary's or any other district 
appealing for assistance to carry on 
the fishery. Not only was that three 
and a 11alf millions squandered, but , 
you made away w;ith thirty-nine mil
lions of dollars in thirty ~one months, 

' and not more than half a million of 
that was spent to help ca.rry on the 
fishery. · 

' 

myself arranged for . $10,000 for tne 
Marystown Trading Co., but whethe·r 
or not the amount was spent, I do not 
kno".,. nor am I interested, but this I 
do know, that there are scores of fish· 
ermen in Placentia and St. Mary's that 
were owed money by me·rcha.nts in 
Placentia iad St. Mary's , 
Burin District which thes.e merchants 
were not able to pay them, and it ls 
in no sma.11 measure due to this very 
fact that the people of Placentia were 
last year compelled to seek assist
ance · in carrying on the fish:ery. I 
am surprised that the hon. gentleman 
should so slander a. neighbouring dis· 
trict. 

I have also to refer to the statement 
• 

made by b:im in connection with the 
matter of Kemp's banker getting men 
fro1n Burin district. The true facts 
of the case are these: This bankel" 
put into St. Lawrence on the way 
down to Placentia and conditions 
there were so dep~orable that the men 
"rent on board and asked for berths. 
A number of them were taken ancl 
after the arrival of the vessel at Pla-

I an1 sorry to see the hon. member centia it \Vas found that sh.e could not 
for Burin in the position that he ha~ get a way for the Banks. Capt. Kemp 
I> laced himself in. He represents a came to St. J oh11's and worked as hard 
fishing district and yet he was prepar- as a.ny man could to get the vessel 
ed to stand by and see firms like Har- out, and I thinl{ it is very u.nfiair of 
ris of Grand Bank and the Marystown the hon. member to make a sta,tement 
Trading Co., go to the wall without which is a.ltogether misleading. I do 
raising his voice in protest. Now, l not wish, to make capital out of the 
want to ~ut him right on one po'int; I misfortunes of any district, but 1 
am not going to have him give\ it out , ·want to say here that Placentia and 
to the country and go on record in St. Mary's sent bankers , out when 
the hansard as saying that the sum of I~urin was only supplying them with 
$20;000 a,ppe.a.ring in these, su.pply lists bait. Such. men ias Joh11 Bonia and 
against the District of Burin went to ·Billy Williams could not be· beaten in 
Place11tia and St. Mary's. I took the this or any other country as fishermen 
trouble to interv'iew l\ir. O'Rielly at If the hon. .gentlemen had exercised 
his office this morning, and I learn- a little more vigilence when the plant 
ed from him that ten thousand dol-· ers an.d business men. of the South W. 
lars of tha.t amount had been arrang- c'oast were being put to the wall the 
ed for by Hon. S. J. Foote for George Government would perha.ps not have 
Harris and the J\tlarystown Trading Co been called upon last year ror sup-, 
'l,htat ought to be pla:in enough for the plies. 

hon. gentleman. My colleagues and As Mr. Scammell ·has pointed out, 
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it would have been much better last 
Spring if the Governrnent had to go 
down to the Banks and consult witl1 
the Trade :in handling the fishery sit
uation and instead of spending hu11-
dreds of thousands o:E dollars on the 
Badger and other unnecessary roads, . 
used the money thus thrown aw·ay in 
sending every possible man that could 

• 
be got to go to the fishery. 

Placenti,a 8'fld St. Ma.ry·'s· has been 
m~de the tar.g,e~t . righ:t ,along J and 

: whenever the government wants to 
boost some other dis.rict, they refer 
to Placentia and St. Ma.ry's disprur·ag
ingly. What about the $152,722.82 
spent on th·e Deer Lake Road? How 
much of that went to Placentia and 
St. Mary's. The same thing applies / 

to the $155,54·0.37 spent on the Badger 
Roa,d. Not five me·n from Place:ntia 
and St. M~r~'s. were !,employed ~ .on 
e:tther of.th,~s.~ u1nc:t,eTitak4ing~. The.n 
t~ere was a~othe,r ~$\50JOOO,qo :for 
s~orm da.~age. Not itwo ~thqµsand . . 

dollars of that went to Plac,entia and . 
St. Mary's. .:r·h·e hon. member during 
his camt>aign denounqed lthe Reidb 

'but his · party when he got in power 
handed the s·ame Reids five million 
dollars. If thait five million. dollars 
had not been squandered there, would 
b·e no nece,ssity for the fishermen of 
Placentia and St. ·Ma,ry's to look tu 

' the governm.ent for' the assistanc·e that 
was rightly theirs. Now, .all the hon. 
member has to do is to demand that 
the a.ccounts fo,r' that twenty thousand 
dollars be table·d in the Uouse rund 
he will see who got it and who dil\ 
not. Now, Mr. 1Chairman, I hope that 
this ·matter has been settled once and 
f.or all. Placenti~ and St. Mary's, h·as 
been single·d out as a ta.rgett on all 
occasi1on·s in this House to be the, butt 
of members on the· other side but you. 
will find I think that it does not de· 
serve ·such treatment. We got thb 
most of the sum of $185.000 taken out 
of the six-million dollar lo$ for' a.ble-
. bodied poor relief? I challenge any
; one to show that $ 0,000 of it went to 

Placentia a.nd St. Mary's a11d wh.at 
money ha.s .been spent there for relie1 
work will show returns. Out of the 
thirty thousanq d,ollars spent there ,, 

in the cutting of pulp woo·d, not a 
cent will be lost to the government. 
Mr. M,. E.Ma,rtin has contracted for 
the pitprops cut there and is. payin0 

$3.00 a co,rd for th·em and these will 
have been shipped before the House 
closes. 

With regard to the supply scandal, 
this country o,wes a deep debt of 
gratitude to Sir Mich.ael Cashin ana 
the Daily News for bringing it to · 
light. As a r~sult of tl1e expo.sure 
the tre·asury has been enriched to the 
exte·nt of $30,000 within the pa.st d.a~r 

or two. Th'e Union Tra.ding Co., has 
been compared with ,other firms in 
this conne.ction but there is a v.a.st 
difference between the -Uni'o'n Trading 
Co., and the Ma.rysto,wn TradJng Co .. 
for exa.mple. The former is represent 
ed i:ti this Hou.se by eleven voting 
machines. I have no quarre,l with 
these me·n personally ,but I hav·e with 
the system and with the institutior1 
itself. We would ha,ve just as much 
rigl1t to <'all o~rselves a prop.er!~ 

constituted House of Assembly if w·e 
had H. D. Reid in the chair with 
W. D. Reid as Prime Minister, R. G. 
Reid Attorney ,General with the 
whole Reid ,ou:fit occupying seats here 
and God knows if they were here 
they couldn't do much more than 
steal five million dollars. 

MR. CHEESEMAN:-Mr. Ch·airman, 
With your pe·rmission, S.ir, I would 
first like to tha.nk Mr. Walsh for his 
references to what . I · said .on Friday 
afternoon IaJst. I might say that I 
expected that the memb,er f,or Pla 
centia would come :back to-day. Some 
mer11bers opposite hav·e ha.d visions 
before of the divisions between the 
North and s ,o.uth and West and now, 
?~pparently, we come to tl1e division 
a.gain.. Now we ca.n well look after , 
011r'.-ielv8s West and we do not want 
pi·t props ,or government guarantet. 

• 
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either. It' was i1ot with the intention 
of slandering the peopl'~ of Placentia 
and St. Mary's that my remarks were 
made ithe other day. I know pe·~.· 

sonally the people in th.at district and 
I know th~t in Placentia Bay there 
are 19ts of good men. We have deal
ers ther·e ourselves who· are fine fish~ 
ermen and I think ithat if they ha.a 
the right kind of a man to repres.ent 
them in this House, and unfortunate
ly they h~ve not-they would be b·et
ter off today than what they ·are. 

MR. WALSI{:-.-You mean the No·rth. 
MR. 1CHE:EjSE1MA~-:You are n.ot 

doing justice to the people when yob 
encourage this kind of · gov·e.rnment . . 

supplying. In the days of the B1onias 
and other reputable people you men 
tioned in your speech there we.re no 
supplyin.g on government guarantee .. 

IMiR. WALSH. :~There were n<> 
Squires and Coakers the·n. How 
matny did you supply last year. 

MR. CHEESEMAN:-We supplied 
several people and the.y paid us back. 
Now I still ma.intain ais I did on Fri-. 
day last th.at supplying on guarantee 
account is an injustice to the fisher
men. 

lVIR. WALSH:-What about the ten 
thousand dollars Mr. Fioote arranged 
for the Ma.rystown 'Trading 1Compa.ny 0!' 

MR. 1CHEE1SE:MAN:-I will ask it1 
the proper way to have na.mes of all 
the firms who get supplies and I will 
have the accounts furnished to ,this 
H.ouse ~nd then we will have, an op
portunity of seeing who re·ally did 
get suppiies on gove.rnment guarantee. 
I think that is ·the· fairest way. I a.m 
informed and I have good reason to 
believe that Burin district never go\ 
~ny. 

MR. WALSH:-But you a.re sus
piclous and you \ver·e prenared to 
brand th.e people of Placentia and 
St. Mary's as paupers. 

MR. ·CHEESEMAN:,_Wlth respect 
to the remarks I ma.de concerning 
Kemps banker. That was perfectly 
trl1e. There were 15 men from St. 

La '\\1 renc.e in that .banker last yea.r. 
Now the reason I protest so strongly 
a.gain·st getting government supplies 
is beca.use pr1o:bably there are man) 
in my district who would not go to 
the bank fishe·ry at all, but would re
main home and ask for government 
supplies, if ' they thought I Wats going 
t·o a.rr·ange government supplies for 
them. But if .they think that way 
they will have to get a.nother re.pre1sen
tativ·e instead of me. With re·gard to 
,Mr. Walsh"'s remarks wbout Badger 
a.nd Hall's Bay Roa.d's, I think that at 
the same time there was con.side1rable 
roadi11g building going on in Placen-
tia and St. Mary's. \ . . . 

M.R. WALS.H:-The Ba.dger cost $7,-
000 per mile while the Colinet road 
cost $600. 

MR. 1CHEESEMAN:-I don't think 
it is necessa.ry for me ito occu.py the ' 
time of the House. in talking on these 
roads, as so much has bee·n said rebout 
them already; b·ut I think that the 
fisherme11 generally all over th·e co1un
try will be much better off if supply
ing on government account was 
a-bolished. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:~Mr Chairman, 
before th·e committee rise·s I would 
like to make a f e·w o bservatio1ns con
sidering that 1 am the· caus·e ·O·f all the 
trouble h.ere this afternoon. I started 
this debate on Frida,'Y last and I am 
delighted now that I did start it, be
cause I find that my young friend from 

-Burin is back again. First of all, let 
me remind him that there is an 016. 
sa~ying that "He who fights and run& 
~,way ma.y live to fight. 'another da.y." 
Now last year the government brought 
down a railway policy and our young 
friend ro1se in his seat, while the mat
ter was under discussion, and pro
tes·ted again.st railway p1olicy; ; but 
'vh·e11 it ca.me to a vote Mr. ·Cheeseman 
the member for Burin, was absent
he had run away. He did not turn 
up again until this year and that is 
my reason for quoting this aftern.oon 
that "He who .fights . and runs awa) 
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may live to fight another day''. In trict got in the ·way o!f governme·nt 
reply to th.e criticisms of the member supplies. Still we hear a lot of talk 
for Placentia and myself, I don't think about the independe.nc,e of Burin dis
he told all the story. He bo~sted how trict. I admire those fishermen for 
independent the people· of Burin w·e·re leaving their homes to earn their live
and how the·y lived out of the fishery. lihood, but Mr. ·Cheeseman did not 
May I ask .him to-night, how many help th·em. Some of the passa.gt 
bank fishermen belonging to Buri11 money was sent d.own by the firms in 
district an.d Fortune Bay d~.strict are Lunenburg to pay their passages 
i~ Lune1nburg? Do you know ~.'.II. from Burin.. Every ve·ssel that sa.ils 
L;hairman, that there are over three out of Lunenburg today is half-ownea 
hundred bank fi.s.hermen in Lunen·berg by ithe crew. 'There are no poor fish
a.t pr·e.sent, trying to enri.ch the Lunen- ermen in Lunenburg. I think the out
burg fleet ad who went there this fit is pald be·fore the vessel leaves 
spring? I kno·w itha.t Burin has some port. And there are now over four 

' of t11e very best fishermen in th& hundred men from Fortune B·a.y . and 
Island and always did have; but wh.er.l Burin fishing out of Lunenburg. Now 
the honourable member gets up and what has Mr. Cheeseman done during 
says repeatedly that all the Burin the term of ·the present government 
flshe1 men who 1vere fishing were s1tp- to stop these fishermen from leaving 
plied .. b.y the Merch~nts of. Burin h~ is his district to go abr·oad? Will not 
talking utter non.sense. [M]any of the such a state 10·f a1Vaiirs imp·ove·rfsh 
principal fishermen of .Burin district Burin? ·To day we have· nine bankers 
are now in Halifax and around Lun- sailing ouit of Burin. How many bank 
enburg and it would b·e. beneficial to ers had you sailing out of Burin 20 
this ·Colony if the men North 'vho years ago? How many had you sail-

1 • 

wor·ked on th.e .B·adge!r :Ro1a.XI ai10. ing out ··o·f Placentia 20 yea.rs a.go> 
other road.s. foll1owed the example of where today you have one or tw·o'! 
the Burin fishermen. ; The same thing applies to th.e Southern 

Bt1t I would like .to remind by frie11a Shore a.nd to the Nor1thern Bays. Nerur
Mr. Chee·seman that wh,en the givings ily ~11 the big fleet of ba.nking schoon
out w·ere on Ia.st FaJll, his c·olleague, ers are gone. It a.ppears to me, that 
Hon. Mr. Foote, got ten thousand dol- the memb.er for Burin, although a 
Iars for the Marystown 'T'radin.g ·Co., · fisherman's son, does no1t know what 

I 

also there was a petition presented he is ~ talking about. 
here by the same firm asking for l V\rhen th·e accounts concernin.g this 
nothing less itha.n a hrulf million dol- fishery supply scandal were tabled in 
lars, f·o·r the purpose of supplying fish respons·e to a' question of min·e, a 

, 

ermen in the district of Burin. Ot gentleman of the Op·position was ar 
course Mr. C1heeseman, as I ha.ve al· ct1sing M'r. Scammell, me·mber for S!t. 
ready stated, ran 31way from this Barbe, a.nd member ! of the F.P.U., for 
House last year, and consequently not having returns for $4,500, Mir. · 
does not know, although he was sup~- Scamm.el told this House that that 
posed to know, what happened; but was only a drop in a bucket amd gave 
when I une·arthed a sca.ndal the other a,s his justification for not paying it 
day in relation to these supplies he tha.t some other people ·o·w·ed $6,500. 
got on his high horse, and. said his After I ha.d made the exposures re .. 
district did not get a cent. Mr. Walsh garding the supply scandal, I found 
itold you Sir, that he g1ot in 'touch with that I had g()od reason. to congratulaite 
Mr. O'RiellY. the Assessor, to-day and myself b·eca use 48 hours after the 11 . 
on enquiry found my statement to be P.U. paid $31,000 ba.ck t·o the Tre·asury 
correct, reg~rding wh1a~ Burin dis. of this ·Colony. Now Mr. Cheeseman 

.. 

.. 
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do you agree with that argument of 
' , 

mine, or do you agre,e with . the argu .... 
ment or rather the- excuse f!or not 
paying, of Mr. S.cammell on Fr.iday 
last? 

F.P. lj. to s.peculate on that . fish. If 
they g,ot nothing for that fish what 
would ha.ppe·n I wonder? 

MR. 1CHE'~·SEMAN:-T.hey 

pay just ithe same. 
MR. iCHE'ESElY.fAN:-Every concert~ SIR .Ml1C1HAEL 1CASH.IN:-But have 

must ha,ve an opportuni,ty to reali~e they? We have evide:nce that the)' 
on their · fish. haven't. The President of the F.P.U~ 
SI~ MI1C.HAE:L .C'ASHIN:-Don't two yea+rs ago took $380,000 from the 

you think that, when the gov·e,rnme-nt ' Treasury ·of this 'Colo,ny a.nd bought 
gave ,out ove.r four hundred thousand forthy ,thousand quintals, of fish with 
dollars last ye,ar, they meant to give it. You know ,Mlr. ,Cheeseman that 
it to those who were·, solvent? Now that deal c·ost the. 1Colon.y $100,000· and 
the position is this. If the F.P.U. werb still you h~ve n.ot ra.ise·d a voice 

. t •t "'< solvent why d.id they ta-ke, $77 ,0·00 from aga1ns I . · · 

the funds of the Colony last year fo1 · To get back to the matter b·e.fore the 
' 

fishery supplies. $77 ,-000 is a nice w.ad Chair. - Its about time ~hat th·erb 
to go to a,ny ba.nk . with to look for should be charged a dollar a pound on 
supplies but you must reme·mber that this PalPer. I mean the Evening 
the first thing any Bank wanits is pre~- AdViocate. Here is an a,rticle in the 
ferential sec.urity, a.nd then they will Advocate of Saturday last which is 
probably give that $77 ,0·00 worth and meant as an answer to the ~gument 
as mu.ch more. Any firm last · yea1, of 111ine of Frida.y last. This wab 

' 
this year o·r a.ny other year, . who written by Mr. Scammell, who is n.ow 
could get $150·,0001 worth of · supplies out of the Hou.se. He is the1 spokes
adva.nced the·m, could d.o a very pro- man f1or this. pape.r. He got the· wors1l. 
ft.table . business. Fo·r argument sakE!i, of the argument 'On Frid.a& last and 
any firm that gets advances from the then he write1s th.is leading article in· 
bank pays ba.ck in full plus the cur... . th·e 

1 

Advo.cate ,to 'try and justify 
1 
him 

rent ra)te of inter·est. 'The· fisherme1n self. The· article is headed. "A Com
who got supplied and acic.epted the plete Vindication". I will read· it for
current price put in his fish to. thtJ the information of the. H1ouse,: : 
merchant who supplied him on that (Reads Article) 
scale and received his b1alance sheet; Well now I~ sorry 1that Mr. Scam-
but in this ca.se the F.P .U. kept all the m&ll is not in the Hous·e this afte,r
fish and did. n.ot hand it b~ck· to the noon. He wa.s the: ma.n who b:rought 
government, but they went down a.nd 

I • 

expo·rted that fish to the other side 
and they waied o get ba.ck their· r·e-

, . 
turns before they dec1d.ed t 10 pay any-
thing back to the 10olony. T'a.ke a.ny 
reput~ble firm on Water Stre,et such 
as Bowrings _or Bairds who supplied. 
on the 510-501 basis la.st ye·ar. They 
did not. wait until they got returns 
fro-m abroad before, they p·aid up; a.ncl 
my answe'.r to Mr. Sc~mmell and Mr. 
(jheeseman is. that what the F.P .U. did 
was dishonest. I know that Mr. 
Cheeseman does not agre·e with me 
because he has. other reasons for not 
a:greeing with m·e. What right had the 

up the a.rgument and he is the ma11 
who.· wrote that ariticle for the North, 
to try and throw dust in the eyes of 
th·e people there. T'her·e was n.o ~t
tempt made by this governme·nt to 
colle,ct the $410,0010 that was out
stan.ding on fishery supplies: up to1 ten 
days ago, when the scandal was un
C·o·vered in this House. After that Mr. 
Scajmmell saw no hope for es.cape. S<l 

he got busy and handed .back to thb 
Treasury $31,-000. ·'This supply mo,ney 
wa,s given out in May last. Now eve,ry 
practical fishermen in this House and 
in this .country kn~ows that the returns 
for the ordina!fy · fish·e.ry ends by 
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Christma,s in any one year. The fish 
~ that the Northern fishermen ga.ve to 

tie, F.P.U. las,t Fall was in the hands 
of the F.P.U. in O·ctober and Noveru 

• 
' ber) ap:id still here we, a.re in April with 
a document tabled s.howing not a cent 
credited to that :Company. But now 
that the pistol is put to the.fr he,ads 
they pa.y ba.ck 50 pe,rcent of what they 
owe coupled with a. statement that 
the· reason of th.e delay was that they .. 
wer:e waiting to , g·et returns from 
abroad on fish that rightly belonged 
to the government. Mr. Scam.mell told 
us about a, cargo of fish that the 
steamer "Sisto" took from the F.P.U. 
Eve,n if she took all the fish that the 
F.P.U. , ha.d la.st ye·ar, that ha.d noth
ing to d10 with the afl"gument of thb 
government money. 

MR WALSH:-Mr. 1Cha.irman, may 1 • 

ask if the government intends build-
ing any new light-house's this year·t 

HON THE PRIME 'MINIS:TER:-
• • 

Yes there will b1e some e,rected in ann 
arou11d Argentia. 

MR. WAL.SH :-Why I ~sked wa8 
that last .year there was reported or 
promised a Fog Alarm and Light ... 
hous·e o·n Fox Isla.nd so as to give the 
pl~ce now that we have spent so mu~h 
money on it a fair show. I speak · of 
this be,cause I am particularly inter 
ested in it, and be·ing the distric1t 
which · I happen , ~o serv~ for this 
term. I would ~lso suggest the 

• 
erection or placing of s.ome bu·oys so 
as to aid the navigating of the port. 

MR. MAJCD10NNE'LL:- I would like 
to know how many light--houses were 
erected last y·e,ar. I was promised 
that one would be erected. on 1Codroy 
Island ~nd last Fall the Minister of 
Marine and Fisherie·s wrote me and 
a:sked me wha;t part we. would like to 
ha.ve it, and I have heard nothing of it 
since. 

HON THE PRIM.E MINIS'rER:_: 
Th.ere is on.e pr·ovided for on Codroy 
Island at an a,n,nuaJl upke·ep of $250.0·0, 
W·Otlld that b·e the same one? 

MR. M.AC'DONNELL:-Yes I expe,ct 
so. 

HON. T'HID PRIME· MINIS.T'ER:
I beg to move th.e passing of the votes . 
for ·the Department of Agricultur·e & 
Miines. I de·sire to point out that last 
ye,ar when the v,ote of the Agricultural 
bonus was taken it was printed at. 
$27 ,000 when the Act for $40,000, .the 
Auditor-1Genera,l's attention was call
ed to it the res.ult was he only got 
$27 ,000 a.nd a.sked for .th·e r·ema.inder 

• 

in Supplemental Supply that was the 
only way in which it could be pr,o- · 
vided for. · 

MR. MAJCDONNE,L,L:-M.r. · Chair
man, I would like to say that if at all 
possible I would like S'O·mething prac· 
tical to b·e don.e to encourage peo,ple 
in cultivating the· land, ~nd to my 
mind there is no better way than by 
gi"v'ing a bonus on cr·ops. Last year 
there was some confusion as . rega.rds 
survey. The Minister said last year 

I 

that he was prepared to . pay a bonus 
of $5.00 pe-r acre·, and I think h·e is · 
still prepared to do so. Y1ou take in 
my district, the people will probably 
stop fishing· and herring catchin.g 
next wee}{. Wha.t are they going to 
do? You cannot g,o to Sydney as in , 
other years, you cannot go to the 
Quarry at Port au. Port n.or can y1ou 
get ·employment on the Railwa~ J"""ine. 

· What ca.n they d.o until they get their 
returns for herring from Sydney? He 
cannot start at his land because ht> 
ha;s n·o funds to sta,rt with. I would 
suggest giving the·m some help1 give 
him a lump sum for the first five years 
to cultivate his land with, "'a.fter th~ 

first . five year·s let him p'a.y interest 
an.d at the end of -10 years you will 
have .the whole ~mou.nt pa.id ha.ck. You 
need not give it to every pe,rs.on who 
comes along, but give it to those whL 
have · shown some interest for that 
w·or k a1ready. 

G·et in touch with the officials fr'om 
the Agriculture and M.ines Dept., and 
your Surveyors, they can tell you 
something about it. But it is rea:lly 

, 
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worth .the most serious c·onsideratio1r1. 
T'his vote is going through and I 

• have no wish to hold it up, but I cer
tainly want to see something don.e ill 
that dire·ction. There are men who 
came here from other countries who 
hav·e large exp·erience in farming anu. 
they sa.y that we should b·e· exporting 
rr1illions o·f dollars worth of farm pro
duce. We are importing about two 
million dollars. worth of produce per 
year and we should be exporting 
twice th~t value. · 

HON. THE PRIME MINIST'ER:
M}r. 1Chairma11., I am . sure that the 
House is in symp·athy with the Hon .. 
members view and I am .sorry that the 
Minister of Agriculture and. ·M~nes 

has no seat in this House be·c81us·a he 
is an enthusiast on farm.ing, and that 

• long before he wa.s identified with this 
government it was his pet hob1bY. ·Take 
the case of certain p~rts of Ca.nada 
puring the past year, in so·me, and I 
\may .sa.y a great number of settle ... 
ments and districts where .the people 
ha.d fajrms they were not only living 
without government aid but wer·e· alsu 
living to some extent in luxury and 
were seldom known to seek relief; and 
I have noticed tl1at the relief giv·en in 
aln.d around Burge10 and La.Poile has 
been considera.ble· smaller tha.n else
where during the past two years. 

HON. MINIS:TER OF JUS.TI1CE:
Mr. Chairman, this is a4 matter I am 
deeply interested in, and although I 
am not a farme·r yet I would like to 
talk the matter over with the Hon . . 
member, as I have a pr:oportionatt 
part on a farm in his district. 

Mr. Bennett gave notice of question. 
Mr. Speaker resumed. the Chair. 

The ·Cha.irman fro·m the Co,mmittee 
reported that th:ey had considere·d the 
m.atter to them refe·rred, had made 
some progre·ss, and asked leave to sit 
again tomorrow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and 31dopted, and it w~s ordered that 
the Committe·e have leave to sit again 
on tomorr·ow .. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferr·ed. 

Mr. Bennett, gave notice 0 1f q ue·stion. 
• 

It was moved and seconded tha ... 
when the Hous·e rises, it adjourn until 
tomorrow after11oon at three of the 
cloclr. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

. TUESDAY, May 2, 1922. 
Tl1e House met at . th.ree of the 

clock 'in the after11oon pursuant to ad
journment. 

MR. SMALL-:J.\11r. Speake·r, I beg 
leave .to present a petition from tha 
inhabitants of Rose Blancl1e on the 
subject of mail arid freight service. 

MR. WALSH-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
lea.ve to present a petiitio11 from :1 

settlement near Salmonier, asking for 
a Way Office in that sectio11. At pres- / 

ent they are p·ut to great inconveni
ence owing to have to go a long dis
tance. Also I beg leave to present a 
petition from the district wh1ich I re
present asking that som'e ki11d of re-

· lief work be started. I refer this to 
the honorable Minister of Public 
Works -and ask that he get in touch 
with Doctor Campbell. 

I 

MR. SI.NNOTT-Mr. Spea·ker, I givl
these petitions my hearty support. 

Sir Michael Cashin gave Notice of 
Questions. 

lVIr. Walsh gave Notice of Question. 
l\!Ir. Vinico1nbe gave N'ot:ice of Ques• 

ti on. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-· 

Mr. Spealter, the Select Con1mittea 
appoint~d to consider War Pension.s 
begs to report as follows: 

The Select Committee appointed to 
c1onsider certain Resolutions respect
ing War Pens1i.ons, beg to report as 
follOW!: 

We annex hereto the Bill entitleci 
"An Act respecting War Pensions" for 
the consideration of the House. 

(Sgd.) R. A. SQUIRES, 
J. R . BENNETT 

' W. J. HIGGINS, 
• 

W. W. HALFYARD. 
• 

-
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1 consequently move the House in~ 
to Comn1ittee of the Whole on this 
Bill. Mr. Chair1nan, it will be re
memberecl that at last session of the 
Legislature soldiers and sailors and 

-dependents were placed on the Cana
dian scale. Resolutions to this effec~ 
were introduced at this session and 
were referred to a Select Comn11itte~ 

consisting of Mr. Halfyard, Mr. Hig
gins, Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Bennett an(l 
myself. This con1mittee had the privi 
lege a few days ago of discussing this 
n1atter with . Major Parsons who hafA 
visited Canada a lot during the past 

· five years and is familiar with the Ca
nadian scheme. The Committee took 
up the Resolutio11s paragraph by par
agraph and now submit the·m in the 
'form of a bill. I consequently move 
that these resolutions be ad,opted by 
the House. that a bill be brotlght 1in, 
iand when we get into committee stage 
:of the bill there will be opportunity 
• 

for individual me1nbers to discuss the 
matter. It will also give opportunity 
to have any __ typographical or othet 
err.ors correcte.d. I consequently mov~ 
t11at the preamble be adopted at thi~ . 
stage. 

MR. HIGGINS-I vtould like Mr. 
Cha.irman, to make one .Poi11t befor('f 
the resolutions co1ne up for further 

· discussion and which might be clear· 
ed up before we come to the mattelf 
ir1 detail. Th.is Bill is intended. td 
p11t into effect the prom-ises made to 
the soldiers iand sailors that the}1 
would be put on the same pensior~ 

scale as the· Canadians. Now this rate 
is higher than that paid the men o' 
'the States or the Un.ited ·Kingdom. 

I 

Our scheme is on all fours with th() 
Canadian and is the highest in thEJ 
world, being more libera\ tha11 i11 the 
States or on the other side. Arisingl 
out of this the honorable ·members 

will see that the Estimates provide 

for a st1m ·of three> quarters of a mil-
• 

lion which amount is due to the fact 

of Canada giving the 50 per cent. bo
nus. That increases ours as thd men 
were promised they would get the 
same as the Canadians. The1re is als•J . 
another matter that iarises as th~ 

members will notice, and that is, tha~ 
certain pensions are paid the depen.:. 
dents who lost their bread winner~ 
on ¥oyages to the foreign markets. 
That is made as it was promised som.e 
few years ago. I w·ould like to ~ay 
that as far as the committee is con-. 
cerne·d the matter was not approach., 
ed in any spirit but with the princi~ 

' ple that we had to match what wa$ 
done in Canada. Though the amoun1t 

.. 
may see1n large--three-quarters of ~t. 

. n1illion-it was done in .answer to the 
pledge made the b.oys. We are not 
unmindful of it being a big tax and 
nobody thought the scheme would bG 
·so large, but there is nothing· in i1 
that is not in force in Ca.nada. This 
I think wil cover a few points which 
\Vere not directly touched on 1Jy the 
Hon. Prime Minister .. 

Bill was read a first time. 
On motion of Hon. the Prin1e Min

ister. this Report was received and 
adopted, and the House resolved it ... 
self irtto a Comm.ittee of the Whole to 
consider the siaid Resolutions. 

l\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Jones took the Chair of Com-

1nittee. 

Mr. Sp.eaker res11med the Chair . . 

The Chairip.an from the Com111ittee 
reported that they had passed th~ 

said Resolutions without an1endment) 
a.nd reco1n.mended that a Bill be in
trocluced to give effect to the same. 

. On motion this report was receiv
ed and adopted, and the Bill ';An ~.\ct 

respecting War Pensions" was intro
. duced and read a first time, and it 
was ordered that it be read a seco·nd 
time on to-morrow. 

NOTICE o·F· QUESTIONS. 

MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. Min 
' 

of Posts and Telegraphs if it is cor~ 

• 
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rect that the travelling expenses on 
tl1e mail clerks, on the cross-Coun
try express, was reduced some timti 
ag·o from $1.52 per day t.o $1.20 per 
day. 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS-I a,sk thiat 
that be deferred. 

MR. BENNETT asked the Minister 
if it is correct, that one Edward Peel{ 
l1am was brought in here from Vic
toria Village, Carbonear d.istrict

7 
and 

put to work as Foren1an on the 'Va
terford Bridge· Road, and if Mr. Peck-... 

l1a1n was p·aid at the rate of twenty-
eight dollars and fifty cents per week 
as agair1st fifteen dollars per week 
paid other Foremen from the District 

I 

of St. John's West doing similar work; 
and also state what peculia.r qualifi-. 
cations Mr. Peckham has to wiarrant 
the i11creased p·ay and if there were 
'riot men qui·te as capa.bl'-' ~ttnel."' tn S t .. 

John,s West or East-also if a brotl1-
er, George Peckharr1 has been brougl1t 
in here and put to work as Forema~ 
at the rate of fifteen dollars pEff 
week. 

MIN. OF WORKS.-In reply to Mr. 
Bennett, Mr. Chairm.an, I might sa~· 

that I have no persona.I information 
i11 relation to the matter. The em
ployment of the· men for these works 
w.as under the supervision of the Citi
ze11s' Committee and the Employment 
Bureau. Whether Mr. Davey. who had 
cl1arge of the work selected certain 
men I have no personal 'knowledge 
and there are no records in the De-

• partment as to it. He was probably 
llaid there by\ Mr. Kelly but as to his 
seledtion, that was in tl1e hands of 
the Committee. 

MR. BENNETT-I must sa.y, Mr. 
Chairman, that I am not surprisecl at 
the answer of the Minister, and 1 
want to tell him 'that it is his duty 

• 

to know about this. ThatJ is the very 
point· that arose last spring~ and waf' 
discussed between His Excellency th~ 
Governor and the rep·resentatives .of 
the West End. Here now is enormous 

, 

, 
expenditure of the people's money go-
ing on and the duly accredited repre
sentatives of the people have nothiong 
to say about it; they have no voice, 
tl1e House has no voice and the l\Iin
ister co1nes in here and caps the cit .. 
niax by saying he knows nothing ' 
about it th1ough he is the one respon-
·sible fo·r how the me·n are employed 
It i·s merely a continuation of the out-
rage perpetrated last December. Whe11 
we, the repre·sentatives of the people 
ask a. question, the Minister gets up, 
and though thousands and hundred~ 
of thousands of the country's mone)" 
ha.s bee11 spent, lie says he know~ 

nothing about it but the Citizens' 
I 

Committee or Mr. Davey do. What fl 

spectacle ?--the money of the i1eopl~ 
\ 

is spent by peo11le outside the Gov.., 
ernment altogethe·r. It is simply be
yond comprehension. To say that a 
·Minister of the Crown is asked ho,x/ 

. -

1)eople under his supervision 1are em_. 
ployed, and he pleads ignorance. I~ 

that how yolI manage your depart·
ment Are there no pay sheets there 
to show what this inan 'vas 'getti11g. I 
demand the information from the Mi.n
ister which I think is only right and 
reasonable, and I am surprised that 
he is not more alive to his responsi
bilities. I ask him now to consider 
this matter and give the proper an-· 
swer to-morrow. 

HON. lVITN. OF WORI{S-I must say 
that I an1 st1rprised to see the hon. 
member fly off the handle in this way 

MR. BENNETT-I will fly off tl1l.1 
\ha:ndle till this is finished and sett·-" 
led. 

HON. l\1Y.N. OF WQRKS-As far as I 
am concerned His Exce·llency tl1t.: 
Ci-overnor inet the Citizens' and aske(1 
tl1em to ·ta'ke up the matter of ''rork ~ 

but I was not C1011sulted, and I do no, 
think I am even iaware of the name~ 
of those comprisi11g the E.n1ploymen'1 
Comm:ittee. I had no fJower in th 1 
matter. · t . 

lVTR BENNETT-You ought to know 
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and not be relegating your authoritjf 
to otl1ers. Don't you sign tl1e pay 
sheets. 

HON. l\1:IN. OF WORKS-I clo not 
think th.e honorable member attendel1 
closely to the latter part of my re; 
ply. I \vill send for the sheets and 

you d.isclosed yo11rself to be thts af
ternoon. 

MR. BENNETT--If I had i10 1nore 
pluck than John Davey I would no~ · 
occltpy a ·seat in this House this a.f
ternoon. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER._; 
've may get them but Mr. I\:elly is From that we can judge the weigh! 
away. 

MR. BENNETT-Does he bring 
them home with him whe11 he goef1 
away. 

HON. MIN. OF . PUBLIC WORKS.--
They are in the 'rault and the,re 1ar0 
only tw'C> inen in. the departme11t car1 
open it, Mr. Har·r.is and Mr. Kelly. t 

• only got the, Order Paper about 1 o' -
clock and the only chance I 11ad to seE', 
it wa.s at dinner hour. M'r. Kelly was 
nc)t baclr when I w'ent to the office, 
and yo'u ·will ha v·e to get the inf orma
tion from the Citizens' Committee. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
I hope, Mr. Chairm1an, I will be par
doned for interjecting a remark ir' 
this debate as i'• is n,ot the custom tc. 
do so, but I m.ust ·say I regret the 
":-ay in wl1icn Mr. Bennett spoke ofi 

the Minister of Works. I do not thinl\: 
it lies in our mouths, the re,presenta,
tives of St. John's, East and West to 
criticize the Citizens' Committee wht' 
without any regard 't,o politics :\Ver~1 

working out the situation. If the~f 

gave employment to a Carbonear n1an 
it wias only what Carbonear woltld dd 
for St. (John's. If he was brot1gl1S . 
here for a good reason and that migh~ 
be easily found out by the Hono11rablf) 
nlember, but he will 11ot facilitato 
t.J1at by tr~ way he speaks of the M.in 
ister. The Com1nittee has tried to 
take every shad'e of politics out ot 
their work. 

MR. BENNETT-Then 'vhy em.plo~ 

Mr. Davey--he is a well known 11eeler 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-· 

He is not a heeler. 
MR. BENNETT--Define a 11eeler. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.--· 

A heeler is a low type of politici1a11 as 

of th~ honourable member's criticism 
' 

of the Minister of Works. 
MR. BENNETT-T'he Minister of 

Works got up in answer to my ques -~ 

tion and said he knew nothing abo11t 
it. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. tl1e 
Prime Minister-

1. Have the Relievi'ng Officers 
Tri.nity District l)een authorized 

• Jn 

b~ 
• 

the Government, to issue poor relief 
11otes to persons needing same, 011 

whatever business flrm they (R. O's) 
• • 

please. Can said persons den1a11c1 
tl1eir relief notes fron1 Relieving Of-
11.cers, to trade where and with whon1 
it would be most suitable for them to 
.trade. 

2. What was the a1nount of poor 
relief paid out in 19-20 and 1921 from 
Hant's Harbor to Lead Cove, alst' 
names of those to 'vhom said amountf.1 
were paid. 

. 3. Give . names and (amounts) or 
those wh'o rece.ived iany amount giv.., 
en out in 1921 for Governme11t fish.
eries supplies. 

4 .. Amount of able-bodied relief 
given out in 1921 a11d to date, thos'1 
'vho received it, their names .. ancl 
amounts. , 

5. Did the Relievin.g Officer at 
I-Ia11t's Harbor, receive an·y·thing fro111 
tl1e Governn1ent for issuing able-bodi.! 
ed relief, over his yearly salary, and 
what amount. 

6. What amount was p~aid out dur
ing 1920-21 from Agricultural ... ~ Mine~ 
Department for forest fires from 
Hant's ·Harbor to Lead Co,.1e. botlt in ... 
elusive. 

7. Did the local Constable, Peter. 

' 
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'l,uck, at Hant's Harbor, receive any 
amount, if so, w·hat amount. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
I am in a position to answ·er sections 
2 and 7 of thisl question, but the ·Oth
ers 'vill be answered later . 

SIR M. P. CASIIlN asked Hon. the 
Pri.me Minister, in the absence of Ho1i 
the lVIinister of l?i11ance antl Custom~ 
to lay on the table of the House t1 
statem.ent showing the Customs Rev
enue for the ten months ending yes .. 
terday, and . for similar periods· for the 
fiscal year 1920-21, and 191.9-20. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
I will get the information. 

SIR lVI. P. C ... \SHIN askecl Hon. the 
Prime Minister in the absence o~ 

' Hon. the Minister of Finance 1and Cus 
toms, to lay on the table of the House 
a state·m.ent sho\ving the amount ap.!. 
propriated for public works, special 
fro1n JanJiary 1st, 1921 to date, i11 arl· 
dition to the amount of $450,000 pro-

• vided under the scheme of fishery 
gt1arantees regarding which were tab 
led in the House recently, said state~ 
ment to show: -

(ia) The distribution by districts ot 
this amount, and the per ca.11ita sun1 
this represented. 

(b) The parties ·in each district who 
receive.a any p.ortion of · this nlone~ ... 

(c) What portio11s, if any, were di fl 
b~1rsed througl1 Inspector O'Reilly. ()r 

aity · other persons in th~ form of fish 
el'°"'. guarantees. 

{ d) The r1ames of th·~ pari:.ies re
ceivi11g the same and the an1ounts 
each go·t. 

(e) What returns, if any h:ave btten 
' received from anv sun1~ allocated tor .. 

fishery ·supplies, rrom ... "'?horrl a11( 

\Vhat ,),m.ounts in. eacl1 Cflse. 
(f) I~ ow the rt-1•1ainrler of tlt•~ total 
' . 

sun1 in each distri<~t 'v:-1 . ~ dist.ribut8d. 
• 

and tr whom th0 f:. : 1ocatiur1s 'vcrc 

1TON~ THE Pl~ll\J.{1] MIN1s·1·Ril.-· 
rrhe information i·s being prep.a.red. 

SIR M. P. C_i\SHIN asked Hon. tl1e 

Prime Minister, in the· absence of Hon 
the Min. of Marine and Fisheries to 
lay on the table a statement supply
ing the same particulars as the :above 
with regard to a11y amounts appr<.1pri t 
ated by the Marine and Fisheries De
partment in. the way of gra11ts regu-

' 
lar or special, from the first of Ja11-
uary, 1921, up to-, da.te. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER·- . 
Tl1e ans 'vet is i1n course of prep:ara- · 
ti on. 

SIR M. P. CASI-IIN asked Hon. the 
Pri1ne Ivilnister, in the absence o~ 

Hon. the Minister of Finance & Cus· 
toms, to lay on tht· table a state·ment 
in detail of the sum of $51,000 paid 
the "Advocate" i1ewspaper, and the 

I 

period covered by such payment. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTE.ll.- · 

I do not know l)ut I will get it. 
MR. l\iOORE asl\:ed Hon. the Prime 

JVIi11ister, in the abse11ce of Hon. tht1 
Minister of Agriculture and Mines, if 
it is the intention of the Govern111P,n 1 
to provide seecl pc>tatoes for the peo~ 
pie this year, and if so, what steps, if 
a.ny, ha'\' e· been talren towards procur-

. ing the same. 
HON. THE PilIME MINISTER.

It is the intention of the .Go·~."ernment 

to pro,,.ide seed potatoe~ and letter~ 

have bee11 sent to the representatives 
to look out for each constitt1ency. 

MR. BENNETT nsked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, i11 the absence of Hon 
the lVIin. of Marine and Fisheries, it 
any retl1rns have been made by Mr. 
J. C. Butler, St. John's 'Vest, for th<~ 

flve thousand dollars pa.id him last 
year on accot1nt of fisl1ery guaran.tee, 
if so, to furnish a complete statement 
of all fishermen sup·pli·ed and the 
ainount issu.ed to each by Mr. Butler. 
or if no such returns have been 1nade, 
will instructions be issued to Mr . 
O'Reilly tc) o btai11 such returns in1-
med.ia tely. 

HON. 1.1H.E PRIME MINISTER.- . ,. 
I 

Mr. O'Reilly says that steps · will bo 
' 

ta.ken to secure the returnr.; as always 
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Dr. Jones-I would li·ke to draw 
the attention of the H1on. Prime lVIin."' 
ister to question No. 8 on the Order 
Pa per of .A.pril 27th. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER."'-• 
I think that information was table(i 
in answer to another question but I 

' will find it later. 
Committee of the Whole1 on ·Supply. 
HON. 1.,HE · PRIME MINISTE.R.

As the Hon. Min. of Education is still 
ill, the vote in \Vl1ich he is interested 
may stand ove·r. The Supplemental 
Supply for Works Dep1t. 1is small as 
compared to other years, and tota lt? 
only $57,000. 

MR. MOORE-Vlhat was it last veai 
~ 

HON THE PRIME MINISTER.-
I do not know but I can obtain the 
:figures. 

'HON. MIN. OF PUB. WORKS. - It 
'vas $117 ,000. 

HON. THE~ PRIME -1\IINISTER.-
. Thjs year as detailed' here, it is chief 

ly required because of the cuts Jnadt• 
last year. All the cuts were belo'~ 

'the figure at "{hich the objects coulc' 
·be handled-~ This a.pplies chiefly tQ 
coal. It will be not1iced that th11 

I 

item~ are small right through the 
.list and total only $57,952.50. It will 
be noted that ' the amount~ under f11e}, 
and light represent a large propor
tion. These two items here w·hich re ... 
present $15,000 are the Sttdbury Hos
pital which up to last year was car· 

I 

ried on the acco11nt of Pensions Com .. 
I 

n1ission but is now ·On the Works Dept 
Accoltnt and at lower cost. This )"e8.r 

we took a special vote for ' the Su.d
bury Hosp·ital. There is an alloca .. 
tion of $3000 for the Middle Bara.choit1 
Bridge and $360 for the . Marystow·~ 

ferry. 
MR. WALSH-Is that an 'increa.se. 
HON. MINISTER OF v\TORKS-It 

was a short vote last year. 
MR. HIGGINS-I would~ like to asl< 

as to the salary of this Purchasin~ 
Agent-$1100. 

HON. MIN. OF WORKS-It -''1as 

paid to Mr. Pearce to the end of .Jun(:} · · 
I-Ie makes some purchases hut not all 

MR. HIGGINS--~.\.s l understand_ it 
he· is not the agent at all. 

MINISTER OF W01RK1S:--He is act 
ing while :J.W.r. Netton is ill. 

MR. HIGGINS:-My p1oint it&J 
not what the· M'inister thinks---the 
person.al a,spect. Mr. Pearce is a11 
old and capable off:icial, bttt what I i 

want to know is, supp.osing all th.., 
staff were there, Mr. fiarris, Mr. Kel-
l)· a11d even the safe· ope·n, wha~t. art? 
his duties. Hej' is not the Purchasing 

' -
Agent and the bulk of the su.pplies is 
not bought by him. Then why call 
him the purchasing agen'.t. Why not 

I 

p11t in the salarYi for a spare man or 
e"X:tra clerk, and not be deceiving the 
co1.111tr')" that l\'.!r. l'>earce is tl1e pur ... 
chasing clerk when he is not. All 
these orders have not gone 011t as im ... . . 
plied. As I unders·tand 'it the agent . 
goes out and get s11pplies bl1t Mr . 
Pearce is in when the office is fully . 
staffed. I certainly object to votin r1 
b.im this salary a.s pltrchasin.g a~ent 

whe·n he is not that. Now when will 
t11at practice terminate·. The real 
truth. ,is that Mr. Pe·arce has been liktJ 
a 'fifth wheel to a coach-he fits in 
wherever an extra man is wa11ted. · , 

Pursua.nt to order, a.n.d on motion ot 
Hon. the Prime Ministe·r, the House 
resolved itself into a Committe·e of 
the Whole ·On s ,upnly. 

1\'.Ur. Speaker left the Chruir. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com 

miitt.ee. 
MR. WALSH:-Mr. Chairman, I r·e-. . 

gret I cannot give my support to this 
vote for public works. Whe·n I read 
d·own the list of ferries a.nd s,ee· where 
services are · being reduced where 
there is no room for reduction I must 
come ito the con cl us ion that this is 
false economy. 
; Take for example the ferry at River 
Head, St. M,ary's. T'hat was granted 
to. the people thirty-five ye.ars ago ann 
is th.e only me·ans by which the· child- · 

' 
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ren can get to a;nd fr·om school. No·'\\ 
surely fifty dollars is not such an en
ormou.s sun1 for such a s·e.rvice when 
we consider all the special steame·rs 
and special trains that haAve be.en paiu 
for by the people to get Mr. Coaker 
back and forth ·to Port Un.ion. The 
pe,ople of St. Mary's have no trains 
and only very little :be·nefit is derive·d 
by them from the ste·a;mers and I am 
lnot going in my place in thi.s House 
and see that ferry taken from them 
'vithout making a prote.st. 

The ferry from Mother Re·x 1to Ad
mir:al's Be.ach is an1othe.r ferry that 
c·annot· be r .educed. This is the only 
means of communication between an 
island and the mainla.nd and the elim-

, inrution of it will mean .a gre,a.t hard
ship t1pon the pe·ople of Mothe·r Rex. 
The s ·alm·onier fe.rry se·rvice is b·eing 
cut . in two. It W3AS f'Ormerly $1,800 
and $800 is being cut off it. As for 
the Rockey River-1Collinet ferry, it 
migJrt be alright to take that away 
:when the, bridge i·s erected there b1ut ,. 
it might be le·ft as it is till . that hae, 
'been done. 

' No·w, the Placentia ferry servic·e i~ 
the most importalnt in the wh·ole· ib 
!a11d. It is. the only connecting link 
:.between the forty mile,s of ·Cape· Shore 

' 

and the ' railway a.nd there·fore it is 
the only means .by which the people 
O·f that large and imp10·rtant section 
ca,n reach the· metropolis for the trans 
a.ction of their busine·ss. That con
tract now calls for $5,0-00 a year' but 
a: can ·assur·e. the 1Governme·nt that the 
'.man who 1ope~ates it is doing so ait 

a loss and, futherm·ore the co11tract 
has two more years to go unless you 
can prove a bre·a.ch of ·Cio·ntract a;n.d I 
do i1ot think that can. be. done. Now 
someone might ask why did I not drop 
down to the Department of Public 
Works and expl~in thing.s there b·ut 
the hon. minister must have very poor 
foresight if he thinks I 1am going down 
there and recomme·nd the pa.iring, 
d·own of a fe.w ferry services that are 
alrea~y inadequately subsidized. If the 

'Government think they are going to 
~ave mone,y by g.oJng down arid ta)king 
the ferry away from Sound Isla.nd or 
some other isolated section of Place·n
tia Bay .t,hey are ma{king a great mis
ta,ke. However, I sup.pose mo·fiey must 
be found to carry on the regime of 
waste and extravagance ~nd the gen
tlem·en on the 0th.er side, havin.'g made 
t1p their minds th·at they will never 
a,gain pre·sent themselves, to the elec
torate, are not particular abo·ut how 
they get it. By the 1time the p·epole 
get an opportunity to kick them i11to 
political oblivion they will have com
f·o·rtable bank accounts. I am surpris
ed a.t the ho·n. gentlemen on the other 
side whose districts are being simil~r
ly aff·ecte·d that the:y should sit there 
quietly and not even raise their '''(>ices 
in protest of such treatment. 

Now, Mr. Cha.irman, when I found 
that it was the intention to make a 
cha11ge in the ferry at River He·ad, St. 
l\fary's, I wired to the p·eople there 
informing them what wa.s being done 
and I rece·iv·ed this mesage signed by 
Rev. Fr. O'Driscoll, ' the· Parish Priest 
of St. Mary's and others: 

(Reads telegram) 
Yesterday, I showe.d that to the 

nTir1ister of Public Works a.nd he in
f.orn1ed me, that the Deputy Minister, 
Mr Harris "ras ab1sent at present, but 
on his return he would consult wit!1 
him. Now, what has Mr. Harris got 
to do with this Hous·e or the ferry 
services. Is it got down to the posi
tion where an elected mem.ber has to 
\Vait on the pleasure· of Mr. Harris. 
J for one do not in.tend to c10,nsult w·it!i 
Mr. Ha1rris as to what shall or ""hat 
shall not be done. Is it an3r \vonder 
that as soon as the key is turne(f in 
the lock of this House· that Mr. Coa.k
er or anybody else can go dov~~11 and 
get millions o·f do·ilars on m.~nttt\~ of 
council. 

Some time ago a very important mat 
ter came up in connection witl1 :11y 
district and I wrote to the· Government 
.aft'er studying conditions asking the·m 

,. 
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to take up the m.atter. I wrot~ a . ~air
Iy decent letter and made no radic,al 
dem~nds ,but simply .aske1d for a small 
allocation to be made to the· road 
boards all over th·e district toi in some 
measure relieve the distress there. Wb 
asked for no , discrimination a,nd the 
letter was written only .after hundreds 
of requests had come, in from the Dis
trict for help. On April 22 I receive·d 
a message from Rev. Mr. _Shorter, 
Rural Dean of Placentia B·ay and Rev. 
Fr Cacciola further urging the neces-• 

sity of immediate assista.nce. I point-
ed out that Rev. Mr. Shorte·r w34s not 
the kind of man to puit his. name tCl 

' .. 
a docum~nt that w·as not bona fide. 
I plea.ded the c~use of ~he people as 
well as I knew how but as the Leader 
of the House made 110 reference to the 
ina.tter in his r·emarks afterwairds I 
went over to him after the Hou·se ad
journed and asked him wh:at he was 
prepared to do. He said that nothing 
could be done so far as he· wru:; con
cerned and referred me to Mr. O' · , 
Dwy·er. Al tho I was not looking for 
pauper dole I called u.p1o;n Mr. O'
Dwver and found as I had thought I ., 

would that nothing could be done b) 
him. My first duty in this. House is 
to the people who se11t me he1re· and 
I h·ave always raised my v10 1ice in their 
behalf an.d al ways will do so as long 
as I continu·e to occupy a seat here. 
After finding that th·e Prime IMin.iste1 
could do nothing and that Mr. O'
Dwyer could do nothing I decided to 
call upon His Excellency the Governo·r 
and so I brought the·se people·s re
quest right to the foot of the 'Throne,. 
not that I expected that ~n. allocatior1 
would be writte·n out the·re · a11d then 
and h·anded to me, but in the hope 

that I would .b·e able to make him see 
as tl1e representative in this Colony 
of His Mrujesty the King, just how ser 
iot1s this situ.ation was. His Excellen

cy promised me he would do all he 
could in the matter 1and yesterday I 

received a letter from Gov·ernme·nt 

Ho11se. I make no apology _ for discuss 
ing that letter in this Ho,use,. 

Here is the letter da.ted. May 1st., 
1922: 

(Reads Letter) 
I am glad th·at Dr. Ca.mpbell ack

nowledges that Placentia and St. 
Marv's is not the only d.istrict 'vhere 
peo~le .are de·stitute; ltut the· gentle
men on the Government side of , the 
House will say that their ·constituents 
are aJlright, like Mr. 1Cheseman got 
up an.d said that the people in Burin 
district w·ere alright and did not wia.nt · 
to avail of any Gove·rnment .s.upplie·s 
last year. What ·a.bout the ten thous
and dollars that your collea,gue Mr. 
Foote got. Mr. Fo.ote. did not give th·at 
inoney to Plac.entia. No, it went to 
Burin. ·T1he Governor recommends that 
all the people referred to1 bY Rev. Mr. 
Shorter· and .othe·rs of the District 01 

Placentia and St. Mary's should not 
be giv·en Government assistance, but 
poo1· relief. I take it from that com
munication thait His Excellenc.y the 
Governor and Dr. Camp·b1ell, in the a,b 
sence 1oif the all-powerful W. F. Coak
er, have taken unto themselves tht . 
duty of lo,oking after the fishe,rmen of 
the country for the coming season. A 
lovely positi.on for a poor o·ld· inno
cent E·nglishman, sent ·out here fro1m 

, the Hom·e 10ffice, .a.nd. Dr. Camp bell, 
who came here from Nova Scotia as 
a medico, to be in.. 'The.se are the twt 
men who have taken over the job that 
was a.bandoned by ·Coaker and no'\\ 
they are going to see that the fisher 
men of this country will not suffe·r. 
T'he matter may be arp.using for so·me 
members of this H10 1use . but I assur·e 
you Mr. ·Chairman, that it is not .amus 
ing to the 4500 -men in my district who 
do not know what is going to· happer1 
next- men who were indepe.ndent u,p 
t·o two ye~rs ago when yo,ur Gover11 
ment dragged th·em down, men who 
used go to the supply'ing houses in the 
district in the Spring of the year and 
haul home their barrels and their 
boxes 0 1f provisions and men wh10 did 
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not need a.ny Government assista.nce 
f_or supplies until this ·Government ot 
weakneed spineless m.en came intc., 
power. It's all very well :to·r you p·e.o
ple on the· pther side of the House to 
smile. You have g·ot your ba1_1k roles 
fatter1ed-bloo·d-money that wa.s wrung 
from the toilers of this .country. The 

stake here, , will be getting ot1t: "·ithin 
a couple of months and what does he 
care so long as he is in the good 
graces of the Ministers , of the Crowl} 
a.nd will get a nice send-off and a fif1e 
recommendation to carry w·ith him to 
the Home Office; the Auditor General, 
when be is about to clear out, will 

time has come in this cou.ntry when also get ·a first class re.commendation 
Sir Robert Bond or Sir Robe,rt s1o·me- for judicious mana.gement of his de.~ 
body should come out and arouse the pa.rtment; and what does Dr. Campbell 
people and tell them the true story. who ha.s become a w·ealthy man out 
Y1ou have been al ways able before to of ten thou.sand dollars a year and a 
use too many side issues to hoodwink . , lot .of other pickings that I don't k11ow 
the people. Your dirty filthy rotten anything about, care :if the whole 
politics have brought stagnatio·n and thing comes down about our heads, 
ruinatiion a::nd damnation to thi~ cou~- but we, who have our homes ancl Ollr 
try. Honest me11 in public life have 
been. ·hounded down, honest men who 
fought O·p·enly 7 nd did ·their work faith 
fully in the· best interests of the coun-.. 

try, honest men like ·C'ashin and Ben. 
nett, wh,o·m you got after with your 
American sleuths and Au.ditor.s. Now 
;is your opportunity to get sle11thh 
I busy around here. I dare say that 
there is not a man on the· 0th.er sidt 
of the House who would not make 

I 

; good material for a sleuth and who I . 
am sure would have lots to· do in in
vestigating the doings or rather tl1e 
mi.sd1oings of , the present Government, 
but I think it would take more than 
a· couple of sleuths· to fill the bill. You 
would want a small army of sleuths 
to' get after Coa.ker a.nd all the scan
daJs that he has been cio·nnected with 
TT11fortunately, however, he would not 
ha.,Te to piay the IJenalty. We ,v·ouldn't 
inind if 11e did. Its the fishermen of 
the countr)r who ha\1e to pay the piper 
every time. I heard that Coaker is 
·not coming back_ fro·m Florida or Bra
zil or \Vherever t.l1e devil he is· be
cause cond:itions are so bad with the 
enterprises and concerns th~1t · himself 
a11d Collishaw are so intimately con-
11ectecl with. Coaker won't come back 
})ec.iause he has not got a . chick or 
child in this country; Collis haw · has 

I 

11.0 stake in thls country either; His 
Ex.cellency the Governor, who has no 

families in thi& country, have t~ stay 
and bear the burden. The whole 
thing is a rotten scandal from start 
to finish. We are here now after two 
and a half years of maladtnin.istration 
and we· are asked to give our sanc
·tion to take away a ferry ser·vice tha~t 

i11volves the expenditure of a paltry 
$50 or so. If you are going to reduce 

' 
expenditure, why not start in like 
great big m.en an(l lop off $1,000 each 
out of your salaries and other extrab 
You would derive more benefit from 
that process than from all the tllone:r 
you pro.pose to by reducing the grants 
from pubtic utilities. Now I do not 
get up b.ere day after day for the pul"
pose of hea.ring myself talk. I was 
sent here by 23001 .of the free and . in-

• 
dependent people of the district ot 
Placentia and St. Mary's to try ancl 
safeguard their interests- and every 
day or night that I rise in iny place . ' . 
l1ere jt is done _ w:ith the honest desire 
of trying to point out to the Govern ... 
n1ent the many piltfalls they have fal
len into within the past t'\V·O ~'lncl a 
l1alf years, and I say .that 110 honesi 
attem.pt ·has been made ·.by ·the Gov~ 
ernment to try and rectify. the condi~ 
tions that the country is confronted 
w1ith to-day. This Co1nmittee 'vas toltl 
three weeks ago by members . of the 
Opposition that if a reasonable, hon'· 
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est atterr1pt w·as made by the Govern-
111ent to control expenditure and come 
1he·re and reduce the Estimactes ty two 
n1illions of dollars, which you could 
have done witl1out interfering witl1 
the C:ivil Service, ·the1·eny betrig of i11 
valuable assistance to the fishermen 
of the country. If ·you cut dow11 Y<Ju1 
exp,enditure you could cut down the 
revenue at the Custom Hbuse. If you 
eliminate the duty on Kerosene a.nd 
Gasolene and take off the obnoxious 
duty on codfish you would make it 
possible for the Supply Merchants all 
over the country to take hold of th~ 
fishermen and supply them ·without 
any Government a.ssistance. I was 
told that . story by several of our pro;J: 
inent merchants in this country~ N<: 
attempt 'vas made to do that by thd 
Government; on the co11trary vie '\Vere 
given to understand by the Prime Min 
ister that there was to be no decrease, 
i11 taxation. lJnder the present tariff 
ias everybody knows, with the· present 
high prices for fisl1 at five or six dol
lars a quint.~l, it is im.possible for a 
fisherman to make the venture pay; 
along with that there are millions of 
dollars worth of boats and motor en.., 
gines, built and equipped during the 
prosperous times and before your Gov 
ernment took po,ver, Mr. Chairn1an, 
that will have to lay up 011 the banH; 
t1nless the tariff is substa·ntiallv re~ .. 
duced and could be reduced in the way 
I have indicated. Every practical man 
knows that a motor boat to-dav can .. .. 
not be converted into a row boat, so 
all you cia.n do, 'under present condi-, 
tions, is let them rot on the banl{ a~'nd 

go back to the dory again. Now if 
the codfishery, the backbone and tt14' 
mainstay of this country, is going tq 
be abandoned, not alone retain the 
warship you had here the other day; 
but ask to get the whole British1 fleet 
here and blow up the city and out. 
ports. It .is be:tter to give the people 
tl1eir deia,th instantaneously tha.n to 
give them a lingering one. 

Now I ~bs,olutely r·esent the pr:ac
tice of having affairs that should be 
discussed in this House and in this 
House 0 1nly settled by a committee of 
citizens of this town or fr.om a.ny oth
er pa.rt of the Island. It was disclos
e~ here this evening th,at as a result 
of a citizens meeting in St. John's that 
the representatives fo·r St. John's West 
had no say and that private citizens, 
friends of the Premier, had charge of 

• 

the expenditure of s1ome tens of thous-
a.nds of dollars and it appe,ars · n,ow 
that nobody. can inform th.e H·ouse ot 
the details of that enorm·ous ·expendt. 
tur'?. A man brought here fr·om Vic
toria Villa.g·e and given a hundre·d per 
cent more wages th,an a man from 
this city. , It is the duty of the Min
ister of Public Works to tell us that 
man'B special qualifications. If Mr. 
Peckham is worth it, by all mea11s pay 
him, b·ut d·on't pay him b.ec.ause he hap 
pens to be1 a crony ,of the Prime Min·
ister or Spea.ker. N·ow I am not g,o,ing 
to stand for this sort of thing. I am 
prepare·d to a.ssist 11er·e to the best ol 

my a:bility to get poor old Newfound· 
land out ,of the rut she has fallen into 
the past two and a half years; bllt 
you cannot expect co-operation, Mr. 
Chairma,n, when these scandals are be 
ing exposed, b·ut, as Sir Michael Cash
in has said, ,one of the·se scandali 
would be sufficient to show up if we 
h.ad the right macl1inery in operation 
in Government H·ouse. Away back in 
1920 the first scandal was perpetrated 
when the Minister of Marine and. Fish 
eries took a h,alf million dollars of 
p11blic monies to buy his own ,and oth 

; er fish in the Northern part o·f the Is
: land. If I were President of th·e F. 
P. TJ. as well as Min.ister of Marine 
and Fisheries like 1Mr. 1C·oake,r is and 
you inen on the other side of the 

. House were in Oppositio·n, and I, as 
s11ch , representing the district of Pla
centia and St. Mary's, ·discover·ed that 

\ 

n1y business, if I had one, was in a 
poor C·ondition and if my constitu·ents 

' 
were members of my organization and 

' 
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I could not buy their fi,s1h, would I 
be justified in taking the pu.blic mon
ies belonging to the people in all the 
other districts of the Island and spend 
ing it in the district of Placentia ana 
St. Mary's to bolster up my own po·si-
'tion. I know now th~t some of th·e 
gentleme·n oppos1ite aw.a.y down in 
their hearts do not b1lame me for d~ 
. I 

nouncing such conduct on the part' of 
'a Minister o·f the 1Cro·wn. It is unfor
tunate that a man of back bone was 
!not occupyin.g th.at position at Govern 
ment. House. If the present incum
bent of Government House was thb 
class of man that this country wants 
W. F. Coak,er would not be permitted 
to take a half million dollar·s to buy 

'· his own fish. We had th.e result of· 
• 

that fish tha,t was shipped away in the 
"President 1Coaker ." $8.50 per qtl. was 
paid for that fish and it nette·d on.e 
dollar a qtl., s10 that the F. P. U. saved 
$7.50 a qtl. Then we wonder why 
firms like the Marystown Trading 
Company, Kemp, Penny a.nd score·s of 
others have gon·e to the wall and we 
·wonder why they cannot supply for 
the fishery this year. The difference 
is this that none of these people have 
got 11 membe,rs. in this House repre
sentin·g them C4nd their business. It 
they h.ad 11 voting machines here they 
wo·uld not 11ave been driven to the 
wall. If I were a member of th·e F. 
P. U. I would get .out, but I dare say 
its different with the men o·pposite be 
cause they are shareholders and for 
every qtl. of fish bought with Govern.
ment mone·y the sh~r~h.01lders ·Of that 
company w·ere enricl:ted to t~e tune 

• 
of $7 .50 a. qtl., but if they had bought 
that fish with their. ,)wn mone)· th.ey 
wot1ld have lost $7.50 a qtl. No doubt 
Mr. 1Coaker kept up to the doctrine 

A 

tha,t he a.Iways preac.hed here in the 
F.P.U. org·~1 "T·he Ao.voe.ate," na.mely 
"The price of fish · is what C'oake·r 
makes it." When Mr . . Coaker sa'\\" 

I 

that his game was up ~· n 1920 regard-

pla11s with the Reid Nfld. 1Company and 
c ·ollishaw foiled, ; he was pr·epared to 
take. a half millio·n dolla.rs from th& 
Trea:sury .and make the pe·ople of dis
tricts where ·Coaker dare not show his 
nose pay the piper. I ha.ve no desire 
to delay the House ·On this subject but 

, 

this vote for the Public Works De·pt., 
is not going th.rough while I have ~

voice. I shall O·PP1ose it as strongly as 
I know how, despite ' the attack that is 
goi11g· to be ma.de on me to-m.orrow 
in the "Adv·ocate" th:at p·atriotic paper . 
that is as patriotic as its owner Mr. 

(Coaker, for at ta.eking His Excell enc) 
·the Govern·or. I care not what their 
· attitude will .be or what the attitud!e 
of any ·other section of the press will 
be. I have done my duty as best ~ 
know how honestly and fea.rlessly ~d 
will continue to do it I hope, an.d 
whether it is the Governor o·r the 

; Page of this Assembly I will have ·no 
hesitation in denouncing them from 
my place in this Hous·e. 

MR. BENNE1TT:-Mr. ·Chairm.an, \. 
want to join with the members on this 

"\ 

side ·of the House in their criticisms 
of the vote in connection with the Pur· 
chasing Agent. A new vote is taken 
this year for the salary of a. Purchas
ing Agent in the person of Mr. Pearce, 
I t1nderstand. Well if ev·ery ~ote tak
'en in the· Estimates or Supplemental 
·.St1pply hatd as much j11stification to it 
as tnis one there would be no cause 
!for complaint. If you w.ant to get a 
good, reliable, honest a·nd straight for 

: ward Purchasing Agent I think yo11 
have, the right m~n in the right pla.ce 
in M.r. Pearce. I don't kn1ow of any 
citizen in this town who comm.ands 
more respect than the gentleman in 
question. But I would like to know 
¥.rhat salary you ar·e cutting ·out fo1 
him St1rely it is . not $1100 that I see 

'here in the Estim~tes. 

'MINISTER OF PUBLI1C WORKS:
N o·, his salary will b·e made up in 
Supplemental Supply. 

ing th·e price ·Of fish a.n\d when he did MR. BENNE·TT:-A m.an's salary in 
not want to get expos1ed ;"or· to have his s11ch a position must bemade such ,as 

• 

• 
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to make him independent from ~ny 

consid1e,ratio·n from any s,ource· with 
whicl1 he deals. M.ay I ask the Minist 
er of .Public Works if Mr. Pearce is 
the real Purchasing Agent .. 

MINISTER OF PUBLI1C WORKS:-
/ He will b·e. 
' 

MR. BENNET·T:-Now that is a11, 
other matter he· will be. However·, I 
am quite satisfied to lea.ve it in the 
hands of the Minister to do· the right 
thing. But I s.ay it will be money 
~1ell spent if h·e is paid a salary com-. 
me11s!urate · with the duties thrust up-
on him to perform. 

And I further say th~t he should not 
be a part of the sta.ff of the Depart
jment, th.at he sh·ould. be absolutely 
fr.ee and unhampe·red with the instruc 
tions of other members of the Depart
ment, that h·e be permitted to purcha1se 
at the best possible figures, and from 
men a~d firms irrespective of po.litics 
or religion, and finally that he s.hould 
have a free hand. to buy fo1r the de.
partment under the best conditions 
a:nd at his own discretion, and do not 
put him in t~he positi1on of being a 

' 

mere siervant to carry out the dictates 
of unscrupulous 1nembers of the Go1 
ernment. I, therefore, hope that Mr. 
Pearce will be appointed to· the posi
tion of a responsible Purchasing Agent 
for the Department of Public Wo1rks; 
and I promise f,or him a, succes·sful 
career; and for the Dep·artment good, 
diligent, hard-working man. I also 
ask for him a substantial sa.lary that 
•\vill be an incentive to him to b·e th,or 
Oltghly independent an.d diligent in the 
interests O·f the Department. 

Now, Mr. 1C}lairman, an incident has 
occurred r·eg~rding the vote for thf l\ 
Department in. the Supplemental Sup
~ly and th·e Min ·ster has1 said that thb 
prices covering the c·oal account we·rt\ 
for the year just past. I have just 
gone into the matter very thorough!~\ 

and I find that' 've have not had any 
high priced coal for over twelve 
months, and yet the department is out ... 
some very considerable amounts • Ill 

the cost of supplying coal the p34st 
winter. 

MR. JENNINGS:-! might say th.at 
after· the tenders for coal had been 
accepted last y·ear, I met one of th, 
gentle1nen wh·o had tendered and he 
~sked me if the tenders had been clos 
ed and at what figure. I told him th.e,y 
had and at the lowest figure and I 
gave him then the price accepted. He 
had tendered at a. higher figure a.nd 
when he heard the o·ne accepted he 
tolct me that it possibly could not be 
supplied at such a low rate. It m.ust 
also b·e reme1nbered that the cost stat
ed hBre includes the C·ost of deliver.> 
to such institutions as the Sanitoriuw .. 

• 
and the Asylum. In the ma,tter of Out 
port Post1 Offices, the Department .ask· 
ed fo·r coal to .be st1pplied them, and 
th·e bills . were jusit sent in~o us by the 
P·ostal-Telegraph Dept., and included 
the cost of tra11sportation in each 
c~e. 

·l\iIR. BENNE'l,rr :-Now, Mr. Chair ... 
man., the matter I wish to refer to is 
in relation to the employment ·Of a Mr. 
Peckham on the Waterford Bridge· Rd. 
in St. John's West. A delegation of 
rnen from my district called upon me 
rece11tly and told me that they ha:d 
gone to the ' Prime Minister but that 
h:e would not see them. They then 
went to Mr. Jennings1 and asked him 

. why this Mr. Peckham was getting 
paid at the rate of $28.50 a week while 
other foremen got only $15.00. He told 
them that he !would refer the matter 
to Mr. Davey arLd that is all they heard 
of it. No\v I enquired from them a:tr 
out this man, ai1d learned that he and 

• 
his br·other wert~ specially brought up 
from Victoria Vlllage and giv·en work 
on this road. I also asked them had 
this man a.ny s[,ecial qualific~tions 01 

' 

did he. perform· any particular work 
that ·w,o·uld enal1>le him to dra.w a laa 
· ger salary thaJ.1 another man. They 
told ine that . he wa.s just doing the 
saimc work as other me·n e·mployed 
aJ1d tha.t thel-1~ was no difference be
t,veen him ai.id · other men. I consid· 

• 



' 
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·ered that this was quite unfair· anu 
consequently t 10 get direct and official 
information I tabled the question here 
yesterday. Here it is: 

(Reads Question.) 
It is a simple question, and if the 

matter w~ a fact I wanted to know 
it· and in view of the fact that these , 
m·en h~ be'en to you and that I had 
t~bled the Question here, on th~ Order 
Paper you had .at least tw·o days to in 
quire; into the matter and find out if 
he had .been employed by the· Govern
ment and why. I d10 not want to lab
our the po·int further, but I must saJy 
that the proceeding is very imprope·r. 
What do we in this Assembly kno·w of 
anyo11e else but those directly respon 

· sible to us h·er . The Prime Minist.er 
' 
tells us here day after day of the C.iti~ 
J~.ens' Committee and of the patriotism 
·and self-s·acrifice of Mr. D·aveys ~nd 
then rams down my throat the state
ment that there is nothing of Politics 
in the matter at all. But here is the 
stained under-current of Politics alt 
the ·bottom of it and w·e know it. It 
would be just as well if Mr. Davey 
kept out 01f it an.d. let some h.ard-work
ing, honest rate-payer take the job. 
Let some man who is in ne·ed and de- -
serving of employment ha1ve the posi-

~ tio11 of supervisor. 
No man work~ for nothing and il 

I ' 

he does not get it in one· way he 'viJ 1 
in a.nother. So if Mr. Davey is not 
getting pa.id a salary for his servic•~s 
with the ·Citizens 1Com111itt~e he is1 gett 
ing ~.:.mple remuneratio·11 in other 'vays, · 
and the Public Acc·ounts will ~how 

how m11cl1. Does he do1 all the rest of 
·his Government jobs for nothing. W .. e 
do n·ot know and 've c.an't find out; 
but we are asked to hold these men · 
'11p a.s Public Ideals when they sho·uld 
keep quiet and not sa,y anything. Tl1at 
is not the way h·e made his money, 
and the people of St. J·ohn's West will 
keep it in mind that this man is being 
aided by the Prime Minister. 

There is another question on the Or 
c.!Pr Paper to-day that is not ajnswered. 

In the distinction of the Fish Q-uar
a ntee I find that the District of St. 

·John's West got the su•n of $5,600.00. 
made up as follows: 
A. E. Hickman & Co. . . . . 
Monroe Ex.port Co. . . . " .. 
J. C .. B.utler . . . . . . . . . . 

$ 344.0~) 

256.0) 
5,000.00 

----
$5,600.00 

By this sh.owing Mr. Butle·r got the 
sum of $5,000.00 out of the total of . . 

$5,600.00. I halve been inquiring who 
this Mr. Butler was, and what fisher
men he supplied las·t year. Fearing I 
inight be misinforn1ed I asked tl1e Ot 
partment the Question here 111 thf:: 
usual manner. The Prime iv.t:inister 

-immediaJtely jumped up and said that 
Mr. Butler had s·een him and told him 
that the money w·ould be alright a11d 
th.ere would be no loss. To-da.y he in
forms me that the answer to my q t1es
tion will come from Mr. O'Reilly rts i1 • 

·the manner of all other similar ques 
· tion.8. But , there is a report a.round 
that has reached my e.ars that this 
l\tlr. Butler did not supply any fisher
men at aill last year. If this be the 
case I direct the Minister of Justice's 
attention to the matte·r and request 
fro.n1 him. an official inquiry into the / 
whole aff.air. What was Mr. Butle·r 
doing 'vith this n1oney if he did not 
supply. It is a comm1on faat with peo 
ple in town tl1at he paid a higher 
price fo1r fish last year than a.ny other 
merchant, and was it not easy for him 
to do so when he was backed by Gov
ernn1en t money. I again ask the Min 
ister of Justice to take the prope.r 
steps to find out why this man took 
money ostensibly f·or the purpose of 
s1Jpplying but did not do so. H·are is 
another scandal for the peo1ple of St. 
.John's West to bear in mind, and is 
it not a worse scandal than any of 

_the long list already charged aga~nst 
the Q.overnment. Is it not worse than 

, Captain Gosse's case. H.ere is a man 
wl10 takes some $5,000.00 from the 
TreaE, ury to do his own busin·ess with 

, and might pay it back. If that and 
• 

• 
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similar actions are going to be con
doned it is but .adding to the long re
cord of sca.nda:ls that has b·een p.er.:. 
petrated by the present Government 

I have asked num.erous questions 
here in this House but in some ,par .. 

' ticular cases they have been repeat.-
edly overlooked. There have been sev 
eral important q11estions asked, and 
I adm,it that they might have . taken 
some time to prepare, but after "Teeks 
and weeks the ansvters have not beet\ 
l1rought forth. ....\ncl this goes 'on and 
will go on. Servants of . the Depart.., 
n1ent are permitted to go off on holi.., 
days when this House is open, an<\ 

• 

our rights to ask questions here is 
disregarded. 

'fhere is one matter I brought up 
here son1e time ago, regarding tht:'I 

. traini11g of the blind. Tha~ is a sub
ject of which we know very little and 
lone which is scandalously overlook·ed. 
'Ve here in Newfoundland sympathise 
'vith the blind, and we c13n ,find n1o
ney for every thing, but to educate 
the blin.d is beyond our means. ·T·hose 
of us who c·an do so have . supplied 
some money to 11elp the blind schoo~ 
in Halifax, but we have1 not handled 
the d:ifficulty of what to do with them 
when they come home again. Then is 
the hardest time with them, for they 
can't find anything to do as there are 
no industries here for the.m to engag(~ 
• illl. 

\ Mr. Weir, the assistant Superinten-, 
dent of the Institution for the· Blind 
tat Halifax felt that there was some
thing he could do in his own co·untry. 
He· ca.me here and took up· the mat
ter with the Government here, , he re
ceived encouragement fro·m the GoY-

. ernment up to a ce,rtain point a·nd ev
erything was hopeful. The initf al 
stage w·as he asked the Government 
for $5,000 and go around and find out 
how things stood in the different sec-
1tions of the country; the\ Govern.ment 
said yes, 'if you can get $2500 arot1nd 
we will give yot1 $2500 to m.ake up 

' 

the ·$5000. Mr. Weir went arou1).{l .. 
iamong his friends and colltcted $250(} 
but I do not kno·w wheth.er ·the Gov
er,nment h.as paid their $2500 or i1ot. 

HON. THE l\1:IN. OF JUSTICE-Yes 
he got it. 

MR. BENNETT-There are nearly 
5000 blind. p,eople in this coun:try de
pendent upon thejr frie~ds and rela., 
tives, their position is worse than 

I 

that of lepers. $50,000 were asked fo1• 
to equ:ip a home for the blind and to 

· Ilrovide tea.chers to ena.ble them fo1t 
. 

some mean~ of living an.d ma'ke them 
a.n asset to the country instead of a 

I 

burden. The Government s~'iid, yes, 
we will give it you if you can. get $25-
000 from outside; once .again that 
great philanthropist-Sir Edgar Bow M 

ring came forwarcl and ga·ve them Wa
te.rford Ha.II, ai1d th en they said as we 
got an Institution now give us $1~,-

000 and · we will go ahead with. the 
work ian.d train. 60 peop1le there. They 
actually undertook to educate and 
train from 50 to 60 helpless peoplE:l 
who were in darkness to earn. a Iiv
iing an.d \> be useful to themselves 
and a.n asst~t to the, col1ntry: then th.e 
Government' says , we cannot afford it ,., 
or find the means. , Is ll(Jt tnat sname-
ful? Look at the great work do·ne for 
blincl soldiers by Sir Arthur Pe1arson 

. . . 
i11 England and Sir W. Fraser in Hali·· 
fax and look wh.at could have been 
done he;re. But they are· in darkness 

~ 

and the Government's answer is, re-
1nain ~in darkness. But does the Gov·· 
ernment realize what a benefit it 
wo.uld be for the (lOUntry to ta.ke lOf' 
dependent and helpless persons and, · 
tttrn them into producers. Thev would 
I ~ • 

turn in thous,ands of dolla.rs to the 
Treasury. I hope that the Prime Min-. ' 

ister will see his way clear to bri11g 
:in a Bill to look a,fter those heln,less 
' ... 
dependents an.d take a.dva.ntage of the 
great· gift of Sir Edgar Bowring's. 
Show your appreciatio·n for the man 
·\"\rho ha.s such a great heart for the 
helpless. , of his country. I now make 

• 
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a strong appeal to equip that bu.ild
ing and provide some means to turn 
those poor p,eop,le into an asset to th~ 
country and give them the happiness 
·they are w,orthy of and deserve. We 
should have symp1ath)r fo·r those wl1d 
have been aJflicted by God, and who 
are in helplessn.e,ss and a.ln1ost de
spair, and I th.erefore appeal that an 
a.nrrual grant be made for it, and I am 
sure that ev·ery man in this House, 
J'es, and every man in tl1is coun.try 
will a,gree with me. 

1 SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Mr. Ch.air 
man, I just want to say a word or two 
We all feel so1rry thaJt the Prime Min
ister was out of the House when such , 

an important debate was on as th.at 
put for,ward by l\1r.. Walsh and Mr. 
Ben.nett. Mr. Walsh resents the pro
posal of the cancelling of the Ferry 
a.t Ri'verhead, St. Mary's. The ferry 
has been running there for over si:x
teen ye·ars; I re111ember being tl1ere 
about sixteen years ago in connection 
with a whale factory. If you1 take the 
ferry a wiay from there ·it is just as 
well to close · the scho1ol there. Th" 
school is on the opposite side, and if 
you take a way the ferry the children 
will have to walk three' miles and it 
is something like 300 yards across by 
boat a:r;id only costs about $50 per 
year. 

There is also an.other point I would 
like to mention and that is the· Ferry 
at Placentia Gut being reduced by 
$2,000. You cannot build a bridge 
there because of th.e san.dy ba11ks, and 
I agree with Mr. Walsh that it is im
poss:ible to cut those ferries out, ·in 
the first place you w'ill be compellin!J 
the children to walk 3 miles to get t" 
school. 

"rhere is a wee bit ()f misunderstand 
ing -between the Prime Minister and 

' the M:inJ.ster of Public Works concer11 
ing the Supplemental Suppl)T. The 
Minister of Pub1lic Works is mixed up 
.betw·e.en tl1e amo11nt for this year an~ 
the amount for last year. Now on thtl 

question of coal he is quite a bit cut; 
he says that the coal t>urned last year 
\Vas taken out of the previous year's 
Supplemental Su1)ply, and he does not 
seem to know w.hen he sent out hi~ 
tenders for the supply_ of coal. 

HON. THE MIN. OF PUB. WORKS 
-Yes I do know. You ar~ astray. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-You 
' inade your contract for coals after the 

-30th of June last year, and · you are 
here asking for additional money in 
Suppleme11tal Supply. Now why \\Tas 

• 

that? 
HON. THE M;IN. OF PUB. WORK8 

I 

-Because of th~ advance in prices 
being h.igher than we anticipated. 

SIR MICH.AEL CASHIN-No, you 
are wro11g, the coal last year was 
much cheaper than 'in 1920. 

HON. MIN. OF PUB. WORKS.-No, 
I say it wias not. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-I say that 
it was and every person who is list ... 
ening to ine kno\vs the same. Listen 

• 
to this, last year yo11 pa.id $6,000 for 
coal for the Court House, this year 
) .. Ou ask for $6, 750 when there is a 
drop in coal of $7 per ton. The same 
th:ing happens in all other P11blic In-

1 
stitutions for this year. I am asking 
you why you are increasing you:i' 
vote when prices are going do'\\'-n. 
Last year fuel and light for the Gen
er.al Hospital was down at $25,000 this· 
year you are ask'ing for $30,000. 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.
The General Hospital is lit by dyna. 
moes and the ones we have there now 
a.re not sufficient and are alwiays ov
·er-loaded, an.d the extra amount is 
for additional ones. 

SIR lVIICHAE.L CASHIN-All these 
votes for co,al .for the Pu.blic. Workf?. 
Dept. are increased, and the price of 
coal has co11s:iderably decreased. 

' The·re must be some explanati9n of 
I 

this thing but we can't get a w·ord or 
any kind. I am very glad to hear 
from the Minister of Justice that the 
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Government has decided to put in a 
·vote for the blin<.l. ' 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 

1 
-No pro¥ision has been made, but i t 

/ is unde.r the consideration. of the gov-. 
ernment. , 

SIR lVlIC·HAEL CASHIN-Well now 
the Minister of Justi~e told us th.at 
provision had been inade for this vottl 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-
The position .is this. A bunch of per
haps a score of gentlemen undertook 

' to raise $5,000 and the Governmen~ 

undertook to put up half that amol1nt. 
'1."'hat amount of $2500 has been pre.; -

vided. 
SIR MICH ... i\EL CASHIN-If you 

will take your memory back a few 
yea.rs you w'ill remember a body of 
men undertook to put up workmen's 
houses, and when the Auditor Gener 
al's report was tabled a few days ago 
we found the Govern.ment had to come 
across with $60,000. 
. I am sorry the Prime Minister wias ~ 
out of the House th·is afternoon wl1eJ1 
Mr. Bennett took -µp the latest scandal 
that the Go,rernm.ent has perpetrated. 
Evidently we have given lltn1 som~ 

food for thougl1t, l1ut any article that 
he may write like this that appears tn 
the Advocate will have no effect. You 
give certain names here thiat you say 

·I used. It is a pity you did not ha.ve 
tbe n.ames of the people who broke 
the banks here a few years ago to 
place them alongside of these. 

Now to come back to this scandal 
that Mr. Bennett re·ferred to this af· 
ternoon~ This man Butler got $5000 

' 

frorn Mr. O'Reilly, put it to his credit 
at the Bank, and be then went over tc1 

the! South Side ancl bought green and 
µry fish and gave cJ:ieque against thi , 
·aecount at the Bank. Now don't you 
thinlr that was a scandal of tl1e first 
order? Liste11 to this, Mr. Cheese
man. the young man from Burin. Tho 
account is marked ~J. C. B11tler, with 
an X after it, indicating that no ·1a,r~

co11nts have been furnished. Now do 

• 

you think that I ttm doing an. injus
tice to the countr)T b·y discussing <:t 

,3candal of this kind. 

· While this is goi~g on. on one. side, 
on the other we have such.1 a transac
tion as that between Mr. Walsh and 
tl1e Governor. Mr. Walsh cialled on 
the Governor at Govern1nent House 
regardin.g the message that he had 
received from his •ii.strict asking for 
assistance for destitute people. Here 
is the letter that Mr. "'alsh received 
from th0 Governor's private secretary 

(Reads letter) 

To begin with Mr. Chair1nan, the 
(}overnor should neve·r have 'vritter1, 
that letter. The Governor should 11ave 
got i~ touch with his Pri1ne Minister . 
He shoulcl not have '\\rritten Mr. Walsh 
apart from giving him advice. H(, 
-€hould have called his Executt~Te to 
:gether, but instea.d two inen, on.e a.h 
Englishman a·nd the other a Nova Sco
tian, get together on _Sunday 11tgnt tel 

discuss the Newfoundland fisheries, 
The Prime Minister wa.s not consulted. 
'I,l1is is the same m.an Cp,mpbell that 
you told us ia few days ago wa.s en
trusted with $800,000 of the people's 
rnon.ey, this man from Nova Scotia. 
No man was consulted on the othel' 
side ·of the House. Is not that a love-, 

ly position for this col1nti;y to be plac 
ed in! 

Now before I sit down. I want to· go 
back to that statem·ent of Inspect.or 
O'Reilly regarding this man Butler. In 
stead of handing out this drib·ble that 
you are handing out throu.gh the Ad·· 
vocate, why not tell the pe·ople some
thing abou.t this scandal. The idea ot 
~iving a man an order to get $5,000 to 
go over on the South Side to buy fish, 
simply because h·e was a heeler la.st 
election, and not one cent has been re .. 
turned. How long are yot1 gentlemen 
who represent the fisherm.en of the 
North going to stand for this kind ot 
thing. Are you ) going to allow the 

\ Go'\rernment to play with you. Did you 
kno,,· anything about this ,capt. Jones 

• 

' 
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and Mr. Winsor. Get up here in the 
House 8iJ1d tell us what you think ab
out it. 'This is th·e place. Never mind 
goi11g out and writing this dribble to 
iiut in tl1e Advocate. · I wonder if there 
is any person on the othe·r side who 
will get up and tell us about this man 

1 who went down and drew $5,000 fro.m 
;Mr. O'Reilly. He supplie.d nobody, i1oit 
even a farmer. I· would like to get 
son1-a expla.nation. The Minister ·of 
Justice h.as come in now. A man by 
the name of Butler drew $5,000 fron1 
Inspector O'Reilly, at wh·ose order I 
don't know, bu.t I will know· becausb 

·ern1n.ent , will show it to them. I havt. 
no desire to hang up the vote if the 
Governme.nt will meet this requestr--o 
and perhaps the Minister of w ·or·ks 
will see his way clear to do it as he 
ma:y be vacating Twilling·ate to go .to 
Ferryland or Place·ntia districts and 
won't want to add this to the injuries 
h·e ·has already inflicted o·n the people. 
The sa.ving to be achieved by kn·ocking 
off these service·s is not worth talking 
about-even if all the ferries were tak 
e11 off it would be only $2,00·0 o·r $3,000 
and to take $2,000 of that off Place·ntia 
is outr~geous. There are other ways 
in which mo·ney can b·e had and. other JI will ask the questiol} and put jt on 

the 10 ·rder Paper. Up to to-night he 
has not return.ed fiye cents. Is J:.he 
11\tilinister of Justice goin.g to stand for 
th~t. Does he think that we are go
ing to stand for it. I expect him, or 
s·on1.e·body else, to get up now and give 

' boats that can be r·educed which I 

11s an explanation. · • 

MR. WALSH:~If the Government 
tco11sent to the request of the people ot 
Placentia and St. M'ary'~ and re,place 
the vote we h.ad a.nd n.ot strike· out 
any ferries, I will agree, but otherwise 
I cannot. It may .b·e possible to malre 
some s1nall curtailment after co11sultc.t 
tion with the contractors. Some pe!o-
p le in Marystown think th.ere· might be 
a .s·mall reduction .there but with the 
other·s I do not see ho\w we can retail 
at a.11. At Riverhead t .h·e ferry con 
nects two islands and the· other also 
con11ec.ts islands where1 there are· no 
roads. T'he ferry on the Gut is ab
sal tltely nece.ssary a.s the r·emo·VC!.l of 
the railwa.y to Argentia was a severe 
blow to them though there· was no pro 
test as the people were· big enough to 
accept th.e change. And it is not fa.ir , 
to expect them to dro·p the only facil
ity they have on a shor·e. ·of 40 llliles) 

' the people of which have all to· cr·oss 
the Gut to connect with the train to 
get t,o S. John's. 'They have no rail-:
wa~r or coa,stal connection along the 
whole sho1re. They are· ha.r·d workin.g, 
industrious people and are ·entitled to 

I 

consideration and I dare say the Go·v-

· would approve o:f. But I a.m not pre
pared to aiccept this reduction and I 
appeal to the Hon. Prime Minister and 
the Minister of Pu.blic Works to see to 
the matter. - ' 

MR. SINN,O'TT:-I do not wish to 
delay the Ho·use Mr. 1Chairman, but I 
appeal to .the Hon.. Prime Minister to 
see that these ferries are· not reduced 

·as they are the o·nly facilities the peo·
ple have and are a.b·solute·ly necessary. 
I strongly endorse all that my coll
eague, Mr. Walsh, has said and think 
that th·e.se services sh.ould be left al
one and reductions made in other· di
rections. 

MR. WALSH:~Ma.y I ask if it is 
the intentio·n o.f the Go·vernment to 
give further consideration to the·se 
votes, to the telegram receiv·ed from 
Rev. Fr. O'Driscoll or the request as 
to the ferries. If you tell me that it 
is goin.g to be put through as it stands 
I am prepared to hold up this Hous·e 
for a week. 

MR. MacDONNIDLL:-Mr. ·Chairman 
with reference t·o this vote for the 
Controller's Dept., might I · mak·e the 
suggestion that if the Head Office can 
make or turn over a .$480,0·00 business 
in one year, why cannot it be extend
ed over other parts of the country, or 
ta least established for th·e winter, es 
pecia.lly in some parts of th·e .count·ry 
far removed from the capital ~ Take 
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my district for instance, whe.re we 
are so far from the city, we get sick 
there sometimei too1

, and usually wt 
find that the trains ,are b1locked or the 

I 

boats ice-.bound and it is impossible 
to get ~nything. I am pre,par~d to 
bring in a p·etition from my district ii 
necessa.1~y. We are a gro1wing country 
·so why not extend the syste·m as you 

I 

would any other system and as is 
dor1e in other countries. We are grow 
jng on the Wes:t Coast a,nd we wo·uld 
like an Act p.assed so as to ena.ble us 
when the trains are blocked to obtain 
·a supply to our wants. 

MR. HI1GGINS:-Mr. Chairman, I 
want to th.ank Mr. Scamm·ell for hi~ 

remarks, and fn s·pite of. banter there 
is often something very weigthy be
hind it. I want to ask the 1M!inister of 
Public Works wh~t is the great thing 
he has ag.ainst it. It is1 no g,o.od to be 
too intemperate, b·ecause what is the 
use of going to the other world vir
tuous if w·e are made virtuous by 
laws. 

What is the use of p·osin,g · as Pro
hibitionists when yo·u take the mone) 
into the Government which is obtaine<? 
by the importation and sale of it. You 

· should not take one d,01llar. You are 
making revenue out of the s~le of spir 
ituous liquors. We should import it 
for medical purposes a,nd se'll it at 
cost. I just want to point out one or 
t\\"O things to the ~inister of Public 
Works. Why should we pose as pro
hibitionists when we are taking the 
mon·ey from the sale of it. We are 
none of us prohibitionists. The se,cond 
point is this, it is not the thing he1re 
that men of us1ual intelligence should 
get up and say , they 'hav·e lived 56 
·years and gone through life and have 
never taken .a drink; you could say 
the same th.ing a.bout smo,king, or s,ay 
that a man has never taken any m·eat 
in his life ,and so on. 

Last year 18,000 men came here and 
wanted a mod·eration in the Act, those 
men did .not say that liqu,or was1 ne
cessary, but it does not follow that 

they were beasts. Does it follow that 
I should bow dow11 to another man's 
opinion. ,Certainly not, jf a person 
wa11ts to take a drink that is his1 busi
ness. What is the use fo1r any man 
to get up here and saying that it is 
n10 good because he does not take it. 
You cannot remedy abuses by law 
alone, the ma,n who is worth while is 
the man who· can overcome temptation 
It is no, credit to a man to say he has 
never taken a drink or be,en drunk 
when he cannot get a drink. I wa11t 
to sa,y to the Hon. Member that you 
can.not get a pass·age on a ste,amer go
ing t,o Bermuda because of the Tour
:ist traffic, yet we are here ,advertising 
our scenery and the gre,at opportuni
ties of N e.wfoundland a,nd we· d·o noth · 
ing to help it. I say that the only 

' hope f,or Newfoundland is the develop 
ment of our timber and mineral areas 
a,nd the tourist traffic. Th·ere are 
thousands of people who are at leis
ure to-day Io,oking for some place to 
·go, and of course they go down to Ber 
muda b,ut what would be m,o·re natural 
to-day than to have them go to Ber
:muda in winter and come to Ne,w
foundland in summer. 

I read an ~rticle from New York a 
day or two ago and, it said, if you al
lo'v people to go publicly a,nd take 

1 a way 8' parcel or a bottle to his home 
and us·e it, there would noit be a ques
tion of ke·eping 'dow11 smu.ggling or 
ma.nufa,cturing .an inferi,or article. Thb 
moderate drinker is not the ma11 you 
set 011t to r 'eform, the man you set 
01tt to r'ef;orm was. the m.an who hangs 

' aro11nd th·e streets looking for a drink 
the man yo1u w,ant to reform is the 
man wh10 has lost his self-respect, and 
neither you nor any law you can mak~ 

·· will reform him, his only hop·e or sal
. vation is God, and it is .abs1olutely use·-· 
leg~ to send him to goal, it is the ver) 
worst thing you could do, it makes 

-'him mucl1 W·orse. If the humiliation 
of public opinion does not reform him, 
.God help him, you cannot .by passing 
a th·ousand laws. 
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;MR. JENNINGS:-Mr. ,Chairman, l 
wish to be clea.r ly understood, and f1o·r 

' 
this House to understand, that Mr. 
Scammell is not speaking for me, that 
he is not giving my ,opinion, neither I 
presum.e, that of the Government. 'The 
position I hold is .that I am ehtirely 
opposed to the manufacture·, importa
ti-on and sale of Intoxicating Spirits, 
'-nd that it is not a ne.ce·ssity fo·r an} 
:purpose. I have lived in this world 58 
!'ears, during that time I have been 
exposed to all the hardships1 which tbe 
average Newfoun.dla.nde·r has: to face 
lind I have neve,r drank a wine glass 
,.f spirits in my life. I had no be\tter 
physical capa.bilities than the ordinary 
tnan, and this ha.is pro,ven to· me that 
the use of Spirits is not a necessity, 
b·ult th.e craviJ;lg fo·r stimulants is more 
or less tl1e result of a custom of cen
turies. The result of excessive ' drink
ing is t,o turn a man who ha.s been 

' 

created in the image and likeness of 
God into a ,b,east, and the most discrecl 
itable of all God's creations is a drunk 
en tnan. 

MR. HIGGINS:-Are you oppo1sed to 
the vote. 

MR. JEN'NINGS:-Yes, I am. 
MR. HIGGINS.:-Are y·ou going to 

vote for it. 
MR. JE'NNINGS:-No·, I am no1t. 

This question of Prohibition has been 
treated mo·re or less as a joke in this 
House by certain m·embers of the Op
position, but I state here and now 
tha,t I a.m prepared to take the conse
q1tences of what it may me,an to me 
by taking any step for the defe,nce and 
support of the principles for which I 
stand i11 relation to Pr·ohibiJtion. 

Mr. Speaker re·sumed th~1 'Chair. 

Th·e Chairman from the 1Committee 
r6lrported that they had considere·d the 
maJtter to ·them refeir'red, had made 
some pro·gress, and asked Ie,ave to st . 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this Report was rece.ive·d 
and ado,pfed, and it was ordered that 

• 

the· ,co.mmit:Jtee have leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. • 

Mr. ·Speaker· informed the House 
that he had received a m·essage1 from 
the Legislative Council a,cquainting 
the House of Assembly that ithey had 
passed the Bills sent up entitled re
spectively, "An Act to· Amend Cap. 85 
of the ,Consolidated Slta.tutes, entitled 
'Of the Ce·ntral and Ha.rb,our ·Grac·t. 
District Courts,' " and "An Act to Am
end tl1e Business Profits Tax Act&; 
1917-1920," wi1thout amendment. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
I 

wer~ de·ferred. 
Mr. Fox gave notice o,f questi,on. 
It was moved and se,conded tha\ 

when th·e House rises, it adjourn until 
to-morrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The I-Io~se then a.djourned accord
ingly. 

WEDNESDAY, May 3rd, 1922. 
The II(>Use met at three of the 

clock in the after11oon, pursuant to 
adjol1rnn1ent. 

Sir M. P. Cash.in ga,re 
Questio·n. 

Mr. Mac))onnell gave 
Question .. 

Notice ot 
t 

Notice of 

Mr. Vi11icomlJe gave Notice of Ques 
ti on. 

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice or 
l\/Iotion. 

NOT·ICE OF :M:OTION. 
HON. rrHE MIN. OF POSTS-T•J 

move the House in.to Committee or 
the "'\Vhole to consider certain Resolu
tions to confirm an agreement made 
between the ,Gvoernment and the Com 

• 

mercial Cable Co. 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS- I ask that 
th1is motion be deferred. 

MR. MiacDONNELL-Your indul
gence Mr. Speaker for a mo·ment. 
Yesterday I was. goin.g to suggest in 
connection with tl1e question if it Is 
correct that the travelling expense& 
of the mail clerks on the cross-coun
try express were reduced some time 
ago fron1 $1.52 per day to $1.20 pe11 
day, that the I-Ion. Minister of Posts 
11imself get in touch with these men 

1 



• 

• 
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forget the Supervisor and I can as41> 
sure him they would appreciate th<l 
fact that he came to see them, a11q 

• vvould have a be,tter opinion of him 
than ever. Forget Supervisor Brad
bury whose brilliant suggestio11 is 

. this-th~ mail clerk if h.e goes ot1t to 
Port-aux-Basques and gets back OJ;l 

time gets 40 cents. The Hon. Min
ister kno\vs that the trains are never 
on time. He gets nothing if he .is 
not a day over time. According then 
to Mr. Bradbury, if the train does no~ 
get in till 23 1-2 ho,urs after time, th() · 
clerks have not vrorked a day at1t\ 
·will not get anything b11t if Bh.e get~ 
in at 7.30 a.m. it is a day. The idea 
is too ridiculous for anything. Fol) 
goodness sal\:e allow then1 time tq 
get something to eat ·instead of hav
i11g to jump off the train. for a fe\v 
bisct1its to eat in the car. Get downi 
to ock-bottom, Mr. Minister; ge) 
-first hand information, go ask the 
clerks themselves. You can under-· .. 
stand I iam n.ot going· to tallr of any 
particular clerk, bu;t I have travelled 
across .cot1ii.try as mt1ch as anyone ,: 
and I know what they do. 

Hon. the Prirne l\'l:i11ister gave no
tice of n1otion. · 

Pursuant to order, and on motio·fi 
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resol,red itself i11to a Ct1m111it
tee of the Whole on Supply. 

l\'.Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Cl1air of Com-

11rittee. 

MR. H1'GGINS-Mr. Chairman, I for 
one am not going to agre·e. to this vote 
for l1orse police going thru. until we 
kn.ow whe·re \Ve stand with r·ega.rd to 
a matter of more, vital importance. We 
say, leave your horse police stand OV'· 
er until we hear about the iron-horse. 
~.,.e in St. John's realise the good for
tu11e we have in that 1 if we l1ave ~ 

railway at all, tra:ins will come in here 
some how; but it is our duty to find 
out and 'to know what is going to 
hiappen the railroad all over the coun--

try, before we can decide as to horsf~ 
police. The Minister of Justice mus\ 
recognise an.d must reatise the point 

·at issue. We have told yo11 our opin
ion. If the outport ).llembers oppO·· 
site stand for the Government's attt
tude towards the railroad, that · is 
their business; but the attitude of' 

. ~ 

·' the Opposition will be regist?red as 
forcibly against it, as we are able to 
make it; but time 'vill tell th 1~t the 
onus will be on the Governm.ent. Ou1· 
attitude is taken because th.is is the 
only vote that rema;in.s · unvoted and it . . 
is unfort1~nate that the horse police 
happens to be on the list. Therefore, 
in. 1naking this motion. 

1
on w·hich l 

shall co1nn1ent later on, at lengtl1. l 
move that the Co1nmittee rise and re
port i)rogress and as1t leav to sit 

• again. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.--. 
· Mr. Cha.irman. The point taJten by my 

learned friend, the member for St. 
.John's East, is a very excelle11t one, 

' \ 

l)ut I regret that in ma.king his poi11t. 
he mixed up witJ1 it horse police. If 
my Hon. friend wants to have a five 

' 
dqys' debate that, \vould be likely 
concluded by Su11day, that is a mat·
ter of a ' p:arty fight. I might say that 
with the . same franl{ness that n1y 
friend raised this point, that as to 

l 

· whether this vote is passed now, or .at 
the la,st day of the session. is a mat
ter that 'is immaterial to the Goverr1-
ment. I a.m sorry that Mr. liiggins 
sb,ould have coupled this exceedi.ngly 
\111portant constitutio·nial point witl1 
his observations regardi11g the horse · 
police. 

MR. I-IIGGINS--From the constitu
tional point raised it is apparent that 
we got to get do\\rn to ·party matters 
but still that does not make· the posi
tion n'one the less disinteresting. 

HON. TH:BJ PRIME MINISTER.-
! a1n delighted to accept the chal
le11ge of keepi'ng the, fig·ht ope·n even 
if it' lasts five days or longer. 

f 

' 
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MR. lVIa,cDONNELL--Ha.ve it on SuP 
'1.a.y too, don't stop on Sundiay. 

MR. HIGGIN·s-T·he position I have 
tH ken is not a _wrong one. 

HON. THE .PRIME MINISTER.-
! fully appreciate that the Hon. men1 ... 
ber does 11ot 'vant to have the vot9 
passed u11til a later <late. 

MR. HIGGINS-Sir M1ichael Ca~hin 
suggested a motion and my sugges·-· 
tion is on the lines laid down by. l1im. 

HON. THE. PRIME MINISTF.R .. -
In Sir Micl1ael's inotion I concur; bt1t 
I am not concurri11g w1ith the ide1a that 
I a.ccept any suggestion from you at1 
c-i 11. 

MR. HIGGINS---No, I kno·\\r yot1 
don't, but that will not stop me fro1n 
repeating them. 

SIR MICHAEL Ci\.SHIN-M'r. Cha,, 
' 111an. In reply to the Prime Minister 

I would lil{e to say that I l{no'v that 
it would be a simple matter to come 
'in herP and discuss the rat way queR
tion later on, but I reme1n ber what 
happenecl when this House closed in 
Augt1st l1C1st. Before we closed the 
'Hc)use we cleanecl up everything on 
the Order Paper and the House was 
supposed to be ftdjourned until De .. 
cember 12th last. fearing anything o~ 
an urgent natt1re would arise. Ev
erybody in this cottntry, I presu.me, 
knows what happened between At1-

gust and Decembe.r ",.hen the House 
met. Enormous sums of money were 
spent 011 puqlic 'vorks, and still we 

~ 

.,..vere told in December that there was 
11otl1ing of import~1nce to engage the 
attention of the House. The verv ho11r 

~ 

• 
we nlet here His Excellency the Gov-
err1or was in the TJpper Cl1amber. 

' 

Now was it n.ot the duty of thrs House 
to go into the amount of money tha~ 
'\Vas spent between August ai1d De
cember? A day or two after the House 
closed the Governor ca.I led a meeting 
in Govern.i11ent I-louse and told tl1e 
gentlemen that 11e was in conference· 
\Vith, that 11e had been for months 
co11sidering a certain matter that we 

' 
should have been considering in this 

, H:ouse; but in spite of that, th·is 
House .Wta,s closed on the very sa.me 
day that it opened, the 12th of De
cember last. Now we, are in the very 
same position this evening. If we 
llass the remainder of the votes, th~ 

Governor ean be ordered down here, 
close the House and tell us to g<) 
about our business ~ and the membe.r~ 

of the Executive Counc.il can go to 
tl1eir roo·ms and arrange for the op
eration of the railw·ay for the next 
twelve 1nonths and laugh iat us, and 
at the peop1e outside. We are not g·o
i11g to give them that 1chance, becausP 
''once bitten, twice shy." We treated 
them before as gentlen1en, but I never 
take a man's word after he has de
ceived rne. This afternoon, 'if we pass 
St1ppl:\r- and w·e knovt that they are 
a'nxious · to piass it-to-morrow you 
can close this House, but you cannot 
close the House 'vithottt that 'rote be
ing passed. The Pri1ne Minister ha~ 
told us that this vote would 11ot effect 
the ·clos'i11g of th.e IIot1se as the Tele
graph Bill had to be passed. That 
legislation should ha.ve been · l)ef<Y 
us two and a l1alf )rears ago. If ' it . 
had, between fifty iand sixty, tho11sand 
(Jolla.rs would have been saved thi~i 

country. No, Sir, the sta11d we ~tr'3 

talting this afternoon is the right and 
proper stand. We are not prepared 
tc> allow the Government to go down 
a11d conduct the ra1ilway in the Exe 
cutive rooms, without first telling the 
country what they are going to do; 
and u·ntil they tell us then and not 

' till then, will iany more votes pass 
this House. I a,.rrt quite conte11t t<) 
sit here for the next month, if nece~
sar)'. I want no more Shylock ga1nes 
in this House. They w·ere gotte11 off 
here before, but they are not going to 
'vork this afternoon, and I secclnd the 
motion now that the Comn1ittee rise 
and report progress and ask lea,-e tr 
sit again. 

-
MR. WALSH-Mr. Chairma.n . In 

• 
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making a few observations on the 
· subje·ct m:1.,tter now before tne chair l 
would l•ike to impress upon the Com
mittee that, although I acknowledge 
tha-t the railroad is an essential, 
there is another propositiott ot ra:l" 
.greater importance at the present 
time so far as this country· is concern 
ed, and I refer now to the poss:ibilit)· 
·of not ha.ving ;the sta,iple industry of 
this Colony- the codfishery-prosecu~ 

I 

ed this ye.ar. The Prime Minist~r 

·made a statement here a few even
'ings ago that as a. result of a cons11\-
1tation he had with a sect!on or tlle· 

trade that 1if the duties on fishery SU!' 

·plies were reduced that it '\Vould not 
be an inducement for suppliers to 
supply for the codfishery. If the Nor 

' 
thern membe·rs op·posite· are prepared 
to sit idly by and raise no voice in 
this matter; I am not so. Now I made 
it my business this morning, as ia. re 

I 

presentative for the 'fishing district of 
IPiacentia and St. Mary's, to consult 
the trade this morning, and I 'vas in
'formed by representatives of the 
Board· of Trade that if the Govern-
ment made an honest attempt to re
duce the tariff on fishery suppl:ies that 
they were pre·pared to supply the fish-

. . ~rmen. 
1
Now that stiatement is plair 

a,nd straight en.ough. We do not come 
in here and advocate that mon'ey 
should be handed out indiscriminate
ly, as w·as done last year, but I could 
bespeak for the Govern1nent, if they 
do as the trad~ suggests, the coope1·
ation of the Qp.pos:itio:n, although it Is 
not our job; it is but the job of the 

.. Government. As is well known in 
this House and outside this H.ouse, 
that we were not the Government thiat 
reduced the pe.ople all over this Is
land to the condition they are :in to·
day or to encourage them to seek foi· 
Government aid. The conditions were 
solely brought about by th.e present 
Governme11t; still the Opposition are 

' 

honest enough and have backbone 
enough, in the interests of the fisher-

. men, of the cour1try, to shoulder a 
portion of the respons:ibility that may 
fc>llow; and I an1 prepared to support 
the Government in the raising of ia 

loan to make up the revenue because 
of any reduction they mNiy make in 
taxation. T'here·fore, I sub1nit that 
whilst the ra:ilroad may be an im
portant subject, there is no subject 
is of such imp.orta11ce to this country. 
p~artic.ularly at the present time, as 
the codfishery. Men are flocking in 
t<) tl1e city from the various const1itu
encies and I dare say that representa
tives on the other side of the Hous11 
have knowle·dg-e of this and are be-

. sieged with letters and telegra.ms 
lik.e we on this side are. I advocated 

'a, year ago that pr·ivate meetings be 
c1alled by the House, so as w·e coulcl 
get together and discuss this matter 
with representatives of the trade, and 
if that had been done the Opposition. 
so far as this particular matter ts 
co·ncerned, would be prepare<:! to take 
their full share of the respons1ibility. 
It is all very well to allo\V this House 
tn adjourn, but in view· of what ha.~ 

biappened this past couple of years, l 
am not prepared to let it clos~ just 
yet. Now it is no pleasure for me to 
get up here day after day to talk 91' 
this matter, rather ·is :it a hardship 
and a burden, but I raise my voice i'n 
protest of what is · going on mainly 
'because of the dut)" I owe to the peo-
ple w·ho1 sent me here, but if the Gov
ernment are prepared to give a de1a.f 
ear to the appeals of tl1e 0p'.[)os1t1on. 
I am eqt1ally prepared, as an individu 
al member of th.e Opposition, to stay 
here 11ntil next Christmas before I 
'vill allo'v this Rous~ to close ltntil 
we get th.is cou11try out of the, rut 
that this country has placed it in. Ev
erybody knows you have abiandoner 
the codfishery and the wl1ole tning ts 
<Ione. The most we ca11 hope for th.is 
vear is a. million and a halt q'l.1t11tals 
• 

of fish worth_ at · most nine million • • • 
'dollars, whilst we are passing Esti-

• 
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mates here for eleven 1nillions'. Surely 
tJ.1e members · opposite are not ~<-' 

dense tha.t they cannot see ahsolute 
destruction. and nothing else, before 
us. I do hope that the private men1-
bers of tl1e Government will con.sui t 
with the niembers of the Exect1tive 
arid ask for the CO-·operation of the 
Opposition in th:is matter so that the 
n1atter could be talked over with the 
repre·sentatives of the trade with a 
view to finding out some solution an~~ 

to get the people of the coun~ry ns r1 ... 
ing. 

MR. BENNETT~Mr. Chairm.an. I 
''"ant to jo:in with my colleagues in 
the position they have ta'ken in rela
tion to the completion of the Est1-
mates, and I want to pajriticularly sub 
scribe to the position taken ·by Sir 
M'ichael Ca.shin, who so aptly said: 
"once bitten, twice shy." It 'vill b f' 
r <'=' n1embered last )Tear when we were 
here in August tha.t, . after the busin
Pss of tl1e Hot1se was practically dis
l)OSed of, the suggestion was made by 
some n1em.bers of the Opposition tha,t 
the House should· not prorogue; but 
sliould adjourn until December 01· 

earlier. l\1embers on the Government 
side at first did not take kin.dly to the 
ideia, but after some little perst1as1on 
on our part a Select Com111ittee of 
tl1e House was appointed to consid
er tl1e matter consisting of the J>r:ime 
l\/finister, Hon. Mr. Coaker Hon. Mr. 

' .F'loote, Sir John Crosbie, Mr. Higgins. 
a11cl myself. The qt1estion was discus
sed and it was dec'.ided th.at the House 
\\rould adjourn fro:rn. August until De .... 
cen1ber 12th. I 'vell reme1nber on 
'that occasion that Sir Michael Cashir1 
expressed 11is lack of faith in the bo- · 
na tides o·f the Governme11t, but those 
of us on this side who b.iad some con-

• 
fidence in the Governm.e11t did nc't 
tl1ink that that date made any ma-
terial difference. Now it is a matte1· 
c)f history what happened when ·\"\re 

came here on December 12th last. Af
ter tl1ree lrnoclts ca1ne at the dool" 

tl1e members of tl1is Assem.bly \Vere 
summoned to , the lJpper House and 

' 
there a11d then preemptorily dismiss
ed by His Excellency tne fdovernor. 
T11e object of the adjourned sess.ion 
was merely to assist the Government 

• 
iand to en.able the Government to cope 
with any continge11cy that would co11-
front them la.st Fall to legalise the 
mone)T that the Gover11ment had spent 
last Sun1mer anrl Fall and to make 
t>rovision for relief worlr for the win
ter; but instead of giving the Oppost
tion members, the duly elected repre
sentatives of the people, a voi~e in 
t11e matter at all, we were s11d.denly 
taken from this House, an.d wh:3.t hap
pened du\t_ing the past winter is a 
stain on the escutcheon of this coun
try. The very point that was raise ,
here yesterday by the Opposition was 
the outcome of what happened last 
December when Responsible GO'\i"'ern.
ment ·was made a Ia.ughing stock of. 

( 

a.nd a s11are 1and when His Excellen-
cy the Governclr and Dr. Ca.rnpbell 
'Vere given sole co11trol of the affairs 
of this country. We were treated with 
the spectacle that Mr. H·igg1ns, Mr. 

1F()X. Mr. \ 1 inicomlle and myself. re
pre,senting , tl1e constituencies of St. 

l 

.John's East ad West~ were invited to . 
attend a meeting at Government 
I-louse to perform duties that were de
nied us 11ere in th·is Le.gislat.ure. A 
n1ost outrageous procedure and Wf' 

told the Governor so 1and gave him 
our opinion of his constitutional po
sition. When we passed the Esti1nates 
last year w·e understood that the Gov..., 
ernment w·oul(l kee·p faith wtth us; 

but they mer·ely came in last Decem
ber in this Chamber, and relega.ted the 
duties of this Assembly to privat ' 
citizens, irresponsible people and peo.
ple who had no representation 'in tJlis 
country w~re give11 hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to spend im
properly and illegally. We' 1all realis·· 
ed that relief would be needed last 
w~nter, and that immense sums or. 
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money would have to be spent, and 
"W-e wanted to assist the Gover11me11t 
in a constitutiional manner beca.use 
we knew the resp.onsibilities they had, 
to bear, but, in th.e. light of tl1e way· 

-
the Government deceived m.e last De-• 
cember, I for one am not prepared to 
dispose of one single matter until all 
the votes are taken in a constitution.
a,! mann.er. I am not pre·par·ed, and I 
am not satisfied to hand over eight 
hundred thousand dollars to Dr. Cami) 
bell to spend as .he sees fit, as he did 
l)efore, anrl that is just what is going 
to happen again, if "\Ve allow it. Why 
we have not got Responsible Govern
n1ent here at all. Dr. Campbell is the 
new adviser to the Governor and even 
the Prin1e Minister is ·not co11sidered. 
We would be unworthy of the people 
'\\ .. ho sent lls here to subscribe to sucl1 
tactics and baclr down at this junctl1re 
and I can only support the motion to 
rise the Committee and in doing so r 
care not \Vhat fight ensues because of 
iny attitude beca11se as long 1as we 
hav-e a 1Jeg_ to hang our coats on we 
i11tend, · as fa.r as we a.re able, to the 
1>roper carrying on of the public ser
vice a.nd to the judicious expenditure 
of public monies. 

The remaining orders of tl1e day 
were deferred. 

It was moved an.d seconded that 
'\\"hen t]\e Hol1se rises, it adjol1rn till 
to-morrow at 3 of the clock to-n1o:r
row afternoo11. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

THURSDAY, M1a_y 4th, 1922. 
MR. BENNE'rT (Conti11ued)-A11d l 

am glad that the Prime Minister has 
been. wise enough to a.dmit the bona
fides of ottr claim. I promise hill\ 
that when he brings these matters 
do,vr1 to this Hol1se tl1at we will do 
our best to fac:ilitate the pla·ns of the 
Government in this respect; and that 
the servi.ces of the Oppositio11 will be 
at the disposal of the Governme11t fo1· 

the purpose of arriving at an early 
and efficient worlring plan with re
gard to this nlatter. 

I 

Now, Mr. Chair1nan, I hope that you 
i11 tl1e absence . of the· Prime MinisteP 
will point out ta him tl1at we on this 
side are a11xious ·to have this Hol1se 
close as quickly as· poss:ible, and get. 
down to the business of the country 
a.t once. We "rant to assul"e tl1e Go,r
ernment that our ende~vours are in 
the best interests of the co·untry; but 
we certai11ly will not have the woo1 
I>ltlled over our eyes again. as we did 
last fall. 

Mr. Speaker resumed ~he Chair. 
_The Chairn1an from the Committee 

reported that they had considered tht> 
'matter to them referred, had passed 
certain Resolutio11s, and asked leia.ve 
to sit aga.in on to-n1orrow. 

On motio11 this Report was receiv
ed and adopted, a11d it was ordered 
that the Uo111mittee have leave to sit 
again on to-n1orrow ~ ._ ; 

Pursuant to order, and on n1ot:ion 
of Hon. the Prin1e Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An ... i\.ct r.especting War Pen-

-· 
sions" "'·as rea(l .a. second time, an<1 
bJ1 unanimous c nsent ordered to be 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 

• 

IIouse pres~ntly. 
Whereupon the House resolved it

self into a <)ommittee of the Whole to 
consider tl1e Bill entitled "An Act 
respecting War . P.ensi·ons·. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Jo11es took the Chair of Co111-

mittee. • 

_Mr. Speaker resumed the Cha.ir. 
. The Chairm;111 from · tl1e Co111mitteei 
reported that they had 1nade so1ne prq· 
gress, and asked leave to s:it ag11in 011 
to-morro"r. 

• 
On motion this Report was recei-v-

ecl and adopted, and it w·as ordered 
tl1at the Col\1n1ittee hav<.~ lea.ve to sit 
again on to-morro"'~. 1 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
'vere deferred. 

It was inoved and seconde(l that 
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wl1en the House rises, it adjourn until 
If'ridiay afternoon next at three of tl1e 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

FRIDAY, May, 5th., 1922. 
The Hou.se met at thre:e of the clock 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Petition.s were presented by: 

' 
Mr. Abb,ott from B·on~vista re: Light 

house. 
Sir M. P. Cash.in gave notice of 

question. 

Mr Moore gave notice of question. 
P11rsuant to notice, a,nd on motion 

o.f Hon. the Ministe,r ·of Posts and Tele 
graphs, the Hous·e resolved itself into 
a Committee of the World to consider 
certain Res·olutions for the con.firma
tion. of an agreem.ent made bet,vee11 
the Government and the C·ommercial 
Cable Company. 

Mr. Speaker left the 1Chair. 
Mr. Hib,bs took ;the 1Chair of ·Com

mittee. 

MINISTER OF POSTS AND TELE
GRAPHS :-Mr. s ,peaker, ·in mov
ing that the House resolve itself 
into a Committee. of the Whole to 
consider the Resolutions now before 
the Chair, I wish t.o avail of the 
opportunity to gi~e a brief recital of 
the ·history cf cable telegra.ph busi
ness in its general relation to thia 
Colony. I purpose only to touch on 
the main features of the Agre1ementa 

I 

entered into between the different 
Cable ompanies and Newfoundland. 

it may, how·e·ver.., be of some i11ter- · 
est to state that Profess-Or F. S. B. 
Morse in 1843, after a successful · ex
periment in connectin.g Governor's 
Island with New York by a short 

• 
submarine cable, made the first re-
corde·d sugge,st!on of telegraphic com-

• 
munication acr.oss the Atlantic, and 
two Americans, Cyrus W. Field and 
Peter Cooper in 1854 organized the 

' 

Ne·w York, Newfoundland and Lon·~ 

don Cable Company, with the puri 
pose of linking the United St~tes 
w th England. 

This Company was incorporated in, 
I 

the· Colony c-f Newfoundland by an 
Act (17 Vic. Cap. 2), w·hich empowered . 
the Newfoundland Comp.any to estab
lish submarine telegrapl1s between 
Ame.rica and Europe by way of New
foundland. The' Atlantic Telegraph 
Company Ltd., was another Com~) 

pany, which abo1ut the same time 
a.ttempted to establish cable co,m
munication between America and 
Europe, and it was reconstructed as 
a statutory Company by the name of 
the Atlantic Telegraph Company by a 
private Act known as the· Atlantic 
Telegraph Act, 1857. Those twq 
Comp·anies were unable to establi'sh 
succe,ssful telegraph communication 
across the Atlantic, notwithstanding 
the . expenditure of large sums of 
money and ir1ost strenuous labours, 
and, as is well known., it was not un
til 1866 tl1at telegraphic communicai 
tion was· effectually established be
tween Ireland and America. This was 
done by the Anglo-American Tele
graph Com.p.any, Limited, which was 
incorporated in that year ·for the· pur
pose and which subsequently took 
over and now holds all the rights and 
privileges of the "Newfoundland" 
Company and of the Atlantic Tele1 
graph Company. 

(1) In 1857 the first cable was 
partially laid and was abandoned. 

( 2) In 1858 a s·econd cable w·as laid 
which failed after carrying a few: 
messages. 

(3) In 1865 a third cable was lai(\ 
which was l1nsucc~sful owing to its 
breaking in mid-ocean. 

On August 17th 1858 a cable com-
• • 

munication between Newfoundland 
an.d Valentia Island was effected ovei; 
which President Buchanan and Queen 

I 

Victoria communicated, by the aid of 
land telegraphic lines then in exist
ence, with th~ historic messages. 
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"Europ·e and America are united by 
telegraph.'' ''Glory be to God in the 
highest and on ea.rth peace and good 
will to men." . 

In 1865· a fourth cable was laid, this 
time successfully, by the Anglo Ameri
can Telegraph Co., Ltd., who alsq 
took over and completed th.e 1865 
cable, so that by tlle end of the year 
1866 . the ·enterprise for the first timE3 
became a commercial success. The 
Anglo American Company then owned 
two Atlantic cables in working orde.r·. 
The Anglo American Company's sys
tem now consists of five cables lle·
tween Newfound1and and Europe! 
and three cables between Newfou·nd-
1and and the United States of America, 
one of the latter being tricore. 

In addition to its submarine cables, 
the Company¥ owns Land Lines from 
St. John's to Cape Ray and from St. . . 
John's to Trepassey, which it was 
obliged under the Act of 1854 to con
struct, maintain and operate. Sec
tion. 6 of the Act of 1854 states as 
follow·s :-

17' VIC ,Cap. 2, An Act to incorpor., 
ate a company under the style and 
title of "Th.e New York, Newfound
land and London Telegraph Co., 
passed April 15th, 1854. 

(6,.) The said Company SHALL co:D.7 
struct comp1ete, kee.p in order, and 

• 
operate a main or trunk line of mag-
netic, electric, or other telegraphs· 
from St. John's to or towards Cape 
Ray and also from St. John's to or 
towards Trepassey; and MAY also 
construct, com.plete, keep in orde,r ~ 
and operate any ·other line or line~, 

from a.ny other point or points there
in, or elsewhe·re as may be determined 
'Jn by the Company; and also brai:ich 
Lines connecting the said nlain or 
trunk lines with any town or village 
in Newfoundland, provided -al ways 
that such branch or other lines shall 
..:1ot interfere with the existing lino 
of the St. John's and Ca.rbon.ear· Ele'c
tric Telegraph CfJmpany or any other 

lines that may b,e constructed between 
St. Joh n's and Carbonear by the said 
company, and provided also that ii , 
at any time a.fter ten years from the 
passing of this Act, any branch line 
to connect with any town or village 
aforesaid be desired by the ·Govern
ment of this Colony, and the Company 
shall not establish the sam~ within 

. twelve months after a requisition to 
that effe·ct from the Governor of this 
Colony, the Government of this Col
ony ma.y establ~sh such branch line at 
its own expense, for local traffic only. 

It will be noticed that · the 
Agreeme·nt of 1854 prov'ided that 
if at any time, after ten years 
from the passing of this Act, 
any b.ranch line, to cQnne·ct with any 
town or village aforesaid be d·aslred 
by the gove·rnment of the· Colony, and 

· the Company sh~ll not establi1ah the 
same within 12 months, after. requisi
tion to that effect from the Governor 
of this c ·olo·ny, the Government · of this 
Colony may -establish such branch 
line at its own expense for local tri.f
ric only.'' 

The Agr·eem·ent with the Anglo Am
erican Telegraph Co°', expired in 1904 
and from the history of the Poatal 
Telegrap,h system· it is inferred that 
the Anglo .American T·elegraph Co., 
did not w.ish to make any further ex
tension of their land lines. in Ne·w
f oundl,and, as we find that in 1876 
notices w;ere · gtven to, the Anglo Com 
pany that the Governm·ent desired: 
branch lin-as of telegraph to connect 
Trinity, Bonavista and No,tre D 1ame 
Bays, also St. Georges Bay, B.ay of 
Islands and Bonne Bay with St. 
John's. The c :omp.any refused, and 
these br·anch lm,es were built at the 
·expense of the Government. Th1a 
Company has upheld its ltnes, ac
cording to Ciharter, from St. John's 
to 1C'ape Ray and from St. John's to 
Trep·ass·ey, but apparently never 
built · a mile of line in Newfoundland 
for local bu1sines·s, and o·wns no line 

. . 

\ 
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North of th·e Peninsula of Avalon. 
Their Chartered lines run from East 
to West b·y inland r.oute, ,crossing the 
rivers inside the bottoms of the Bays 
and touching no fishing settlement. 
Th·e station at Grandy's Brook was 
subsequently abandoned and the in
struments removed to Bu,rgeo. 

Previous to the exp1iry o~ the Mono
pily in 1.904 the tariff from St. John's 
to points north of the Peninsula of 
Avalon wa.Ef 50 cents for 10 words, 
:m.amely 2~ cents for· th·e Company and 
25 cents for the Government. The 
Company refused to reduce the rate. 
On the expiry of the Act ot 1854 the 
Government immediately built its own 
connecting lines fr.om Whitbourne to 

• 

.St. John's and reduced th1e tariff to a 
flat rate, from St. John's to all points 
in Newfoundland, of 20 cents fo·r 10 
words. The Postal ~alegraph lin-es 
parall·ed that ot the Company at 
every point, ·excep·t from Pushthrough 
to Rose Blanche, wher·e the Comp.any 

• 

op·erates five offi.ces, namely, Push-
through Burg,eo, La Poile, and three 
for the Government on subsidy· name 
ly: Conne Riv~r, Isl·e aux Morts, and 
Bu.rnt Island. 

Our relattons with tb:a Commercial 
Cable C'omp·any began in 1905. On 
August 26th, 1905 an Agreement was 
entered into with the Commercial 
Cable Company·, which wa.s confirmed 
by the Legislature on May 10th, 1906. 
I may say that up to 1904 the Anglo 
Amrerican Tel·egraph c ·o., had the ex .. 
elusive right, subject to the Govern
ment's right of pre-emption, of con-

• 

structing lines and sending tele-
grams on the island, and :als• o·f land
ing cables. 

other telegraph systems outside New
foundland. The Government agreed 
to hand ·Over to the ·C'ompany at Ca.nso, 
during the term of the agreement, all 
traffic destin·ed to points outside ot 
Newfoundland ·and comtng within Its 
c.ontrol or to its lines. at pres·ent ex
isting, which may hereafter be con
structed or acquired, unless directed 
by the s·ender .via some oth·er route. 
The . Company also agreed to hanCI 
over to the. Government at C·anso, dur 
ing the term of the agreement, all 
traffic destined to points in N·aw
f oundlan·d coming within its control 
or to its lines at p.resent existing, 
which may hereafter be constructed 
or acquired, unless directed via son1e 
other route. The Government also 
granted to the .Company the right to 
land any of its throu1gh cables at 
Newfoundland, on terms and condi
tions as favourable to the said Com
pany as those under which , any 
other cables, present or future, are 
granted landing rights and privileges 
by the Government of Newfoundland, 
save and ex·cep.t any special privU ... 

· eges now enjoyed by the Anglo Am· 
I 

eric.an T·elegraph Co., to compete with 
th·s Governm·ent telegraph system, it 
being understood and agreed that the 
Comp,any shall not compete with the 
Government for traffic, no·r transmit 
or receive business from or to New·
foundland without the p1ermission of 
th·e Governm·ent unless and u.ntil the 
privilege to so compete and transmit 
and receive be granted by the Govern
ment to .any· other cable ~r cablPs 
which may hereaft·er make conne .. -
tions with Newfoundland. The term 

' ( ot the .A:graement was for ten years, 
The Agreement of 1905 with the 

Commercial Cabl·e Company · provided 
for the Government to furnish and 
lay a submarine telegraph cable be
tween Port aux Basqu.es, N·ewtound-
1and and Canso, N.S.~ with a vf.ew to 
establishing connection between the 
N·ewfo·undland Po·stal Tele,grap,hs and 

and could be terminated at any time 
after the 1expirati·on of said ten yaars 
by six months previous notice in 
w-riting given b·y either party to the 
other. · 

DuTing the ter~ of this Agreement 
the C~omme·rcial Cable Company did 
not take advantage of the. agreement 
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to land any of its through cablea at 
Newfoundland. 

In 1909 ·sir Robert Bond, who was 
then Pr1emier of ·N ewfoundla,nd, enter
ed into negotiations with the, Commer
cial Cable Compa11y, with a view to 
that 'Company landing one of its 
trans-Atlantic cables at St. John's 

I 0 

a.nd these negotiations culminate·d in 
the Agre,ement of the 18th February, 
1909. By this Ag·reement the Commer-· 
cial Cable Company contracte1d to 
cut one of its trans-Atlantic cable.s 
and extend it to N ewfoundlan.d a.nd 
thence tu New York and also to buil.I} 
a cable station at St. John's. The 
duration of tl1e Agreement of thE) , . 

26th August 1905 was to be, exte,nded 
to 25 years. 

In 1909 the Government of Sit 
Robert Bond, who had negotia ed 
the Agreement, with the Commercial 
Cable Co.; went out of office and ~ 

new Government came in. 'fhe, new 
Government was dissatisfied with the 
Agreernent a.nd re,ga,rded it a.s not be
ing binding in the absence of Legis-
J q,tive sanGtion and declined to recom
m·end it \to the House of Assembly for 
ratification. As a consequ,ence the 
Agreemnt w·as never ratified by the 
Newfoundland Legislature. 

By the a.greeme1nt of 1909 with the 
C·ommercial Cable Co1mpany it was 
contained in Se·ction 5 ''That in as
sessing any tax on the cables ot the 
Company a cable running to the Sta
tio11 in Newfoundland and the1n.de pro
c·eeding 10,ut ag·ain on the high seas 
shall b·e considered as one cable, anCI 
the Cmpany's cables shall be taxed, 
no more pr·oportionately, than any . 
cable 01· cable·s of a.ny iother ·Company." 

In .. 19'()5 the Newfou.n.dland Le,gisla
ture passed ~n Act ·taxing submarine 
cables la.nding on, and wire·less sta
tions in the Island, - at the rate of 
$4,00,0.00 per a,nnum f,or each cable or 
wireless station. The Co·mmercial 
Cable Company contende:d that they 
had landed their cables in ~~ewfound-
·1and under the 1909 Agreement, with 

the understanding that a cable running 
from Europe to St. Jo1h.n's and thence 
to New York sihould be regarded as 
one · cable. The Newfou.ndla,nd Gov~ 

ernment contended that for taxing pur 
poses they shot1ld be regarded as tWtl 

cables, and this opinion was upheld 
by the Supre,me Court. T1he 1Com.mer-. 
cial Cable Co1ni:•any appealed fro1n tl1e 
deciSiiO'n of the s .upreme Court to the 

I 

Privy Council, and the Privy 1C.ouncil 
upheld the Supreme Coutt of New-
foundland. ' 

In January, 1918, under the Lloyd 
Ad1ninistration, it was reported to the 
Gove·rnment by · the Finance Minister, 
Sir ·M.ich.ael 1Casl1in, that the diffe.rent 
Cable Companies had refu.sed to pay 
their taxe·s, giving as a r:eason that 
the Commercial Cable C1ompany had 
refused to pay., a.nd it was thought that 
pressure sh,ould be .brought to bear 
upon the :Commercial Cable •Compan·y 
and compel them to pay their taxes. 
which were legally due. According to 
the terms of the contract ;of 1905 thb 
Agre,ement could be terminated by 
either pa,rty giv·ing six rr1onths notice 
that the Agreement would terminate 
on the 31st July, 1918. The ,Commer-

• • 
cia.l Cable· Co. did not pay their taxes · 
within the time named and on thP. 

• 
night of the 31st July, 1918, the Canso 
cable was grounded and nio business 
has passed over that cable since that 
date. rrh.is a,ction, as I have s1aid, was 
taken with the idea that thereby pres
sure would be brought to :be·ar on th~ 
Commercial ,Cable · ,Co., a,n.d ma.ke that 
Company willing to settle the dispute 
about the cable taxes. No su1ch result 
foll1owed, but the Colony has lost all 
the cable's earnings, which have been 
increa.sing annually for years, and it 
was estimated last year that the nett 
returns to the Postal Telegraph De
partment would have been $6,0,000.·0·0 
pe·r annum. In additio11 to the los~· 

of revenue the cost of the incoming 
postal messa.ge has increased from %, 
ce11t per Wiord for day 01 night mes,s
a.ges, charged by the Comme,rcial 

\ 

I 
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Cable Compan.y, to 21h cents per word 
for day me1ssages, and 11~ cent pet 
·v1ord for night messages, now charged 
by the Anglo America.n 'Telegraph Co. 
I would submit for the information of 
the House, a statement of the earn .. 
ings of the cable from 9th s ,ept., 1905, 
to 1917, showing cable earnings and 
Port aux Basques earnings, also the 
distrib,ution of said earnings to a.lid 
from th.e United K~ngdom, to and 
from the U-nited States; ·also showing · 

' 

the C·O·st of cable repairs, cost of the 
Port aux Basques station, re,pairs t.o 

main line and repa.ir~r·s' salaries, show 
ing the net ea.rnings -of the cab,le under 
the 1Commel'lcial 1Cable Co., Agreeme·ut. 
for twelve years. 
~:>-ill<!'~-~ " 1 "f~f •"T' '_ f.j ·"' F- ..-! ~!"-\· "~rw"-~ . , ~- : • , ~'\ \ I 

EARNINGS FROM. 9th SEPT., 1905, 
-~jlf' r:• ~ :• '. :~5 i ··· ,_ Cable .... ~·.. ! 

19105 5,353.29 
Port aux B.a,sques 

1905-0·6 195.2'7 
.19·06 17 ,366.96 
1907 18,157 .96 
1908 18, 7 49.92 -

59,628.13 
1909 25,9'20.59 
1910 30,897 .37 
1911 31, 778.69 

1906-07 
1907-08 
1908-09 

1909-10 
19110-11 
1911-12 

395.28 
3210.26 
297.26 

370.73 
7 41.,8~ 
985.82 

1912 33,.235.63 1912-13 1,166.10 
1913 31,360.84 1913-14 1,253.34 
1914 35,785.93 1914-15 1,l16.54 
1915 40,138.04 . 1915-16 1,238.90 
1916 , 40,521,10·3 I 1916-17 1,353.69 
1917 45;982.46 112 . year 1917 825.41 

$375,248. 71 
Distribution 

$10,260.43 

To United Kingdom, etc. . . 18,176.37 
From United Kingdom, etc. 13,484.73 

~ • 
Total .British business . . . . 31,661.io 

T,o Canada, U. S., etc. . . . . 171,994.97 
From Canada, U. ~., etc. . . 111,964.51 

Total Canadian and Ameri-
can business . . . . . . 

U11divided early years .. 

1 Total Cable Earnings .. 
Add Port aux Basques . ~ 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

283,959.4~ 

59,628.13 
375,248.71 
10,26·0.48 

Cable :E.arnings 
12 yea)'s and 4 months to 

31st Dec., 1917. . . . . . . 375,24&. 71 
Port aux Basques earnings 
. same period . . . . . . . . 10,2~0.4b 

$385,509.1~ 

Cable Rep·a.irs 
By ·Commercial Cable Co. . . 
By Canadian Govt. . . . . . . 
By Newfoundland .Govt. . . 

~ort aux Basques Sta.tion 
-

Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Upkeep . . , . . . . . . . . . . • 

Re1lairs to Main Line 
io wi.res leaving St. John's 

only one of which cable 
line. 10 per cent. of $133,-
327. 710 • . . • • • • . • • • • 

Re1lai1·ers' Sala.ries 
10 per cent of $52,384.0,0 .. 

• 

• 

8,012.87 
1,0·20.28 

369.07 
----

$9,402.22 

31,133.98 
5,798.69 

36,932.67 

13,332.77 
• 

5,238.40 

64,90·6.06 I 

Difference . . . . . . . . . . . . $320 ,603.13 
Under the 1909 Agreement with the 

Commerci.al Cable ·Compa.ny, the Am 
erican traffic was the main source ot 
Ollr cable revenue. The P·o.sta.I Tele
graph proportions for messages we·re 
as follows: 

10 words to Nova Scotia, Nf. 60·c., 
C. C :C. 25c., total 85c. 

10 'vord~ to M.ontreal, ·Nf. 6·0c.: 
• 

C .1C. C. 25c., total 90c. 
10 \\·ords to New Y·ork, Nf. 60·c.; 

c .'c. c. 501c., total $1.l·O . 
· 10 words to California, Nf. 60c.; 
C .·C. C. $1.010, total $1.60 . 

.The Com1nercial Cable Company's 
proportions being the · establishe~ 
rates between Canso and destination. 

Under the Commerc.ial Company's 
Agreement the Government was al
lowed on~ fifth of the 25 cent rate (or 
five cents per word) for British cable 
traffic. 



I 
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To revert back to the termination of 
the Agreement with the Commercial 
Cable, Company, the Postmaste~ Gen~ 
eral was notifie·d that Hons. M. P . 
Cashin, W. F. Coaker and J. C. Cros-
bte had bee11 appointed a Committee 

Cashin, Minister qf Finance and Cus-
\,..)ms, City. 

A. A. T·el. Co., Ltd., 
Exchange Bldg., 

October 28, 1918. 

to make enquiry into the question of / 
communication with the outside wbrld 

"Sir M. P. Cashin, 
Min. of F. & C., 

City. 
by the Postal Telegraphs ·through the 
Cable from Port aux Basques, in view 
of the cancellation of the Agreement 
with the Commercial Cable Company. 
The . Committee was to review the 
whole situation and make· a- report to 
the Executive Government, with such 
recommendations as they considered 
proper in the premises. The Post
master General was asked to kindly 
giv·e them all facilities, should they 
·require a.ny, in relation to statistics, 
or othev information pertaining to 
the Postal 'l'ele·graph Departn).ent. 

' 
, 

On July 23rd, l 918, a Cc>nference 
" 

was held in the Prime Minister's Of-
fice betwee11 Mr. H. 'A. Saunders, 
Supt. Anglo A1nerican Telegrap~ 

Co., and Sir Michael Cashin, Sir J. 
C. Crosbie ·and Hon. J. A\ Clift who 

' . 
then comprised the Committee of 
Council to deal with the· cable busi
ness. · The · Pz~ime Minister, Sir Wm. 
.... lbyd, was a· that time absent from 
the Colony in London. Mr. Saunders, 
the Representative of the Anglo Am
erican Telegraph Co., was · asked tq 
submit two propositions for consid-

, eration, one dealing with that · of the 
Telegrap·hs ~xclusively, and an alter
nate or more comprehensive one, 
embracing il1e telephones as well, 
and that should a satisfactory ar
rangement be arrived at the same to 
take effect as and from August 1st, 
1918. Mr. Saunders despatched a 
telegraph message on J'uly 23rd, 1918, 
to J. 0. Willever, Vice President, New 
York, intimating to him the views of 
the Committee. The following reply, 
dated October 28th, 1918 having ref-, 
erence to th·e Governm.e·n.t's proposi-. 
tion of July 1st, was sent to Sir M. P. 

Dear Sir,-I have received: the fol
lowing i·eply from Vice Pre·sident Wil7 
lever, New York, having reference to 
your Gove.· .. nment's proposition of July 
last. 

"Notwitl\standing it wil 1 work out 
more to benefit of Governm.e·nt lin.es .. 
than t,o Anglo we are agreeable to 
proposition for exchange traffic on 
basis alternate plan your. messag·e 
July 23rd namely-Compa.ny to with-

, ' 

draw from inte·r-Island traffic and 
trans fer to Government such parts itb 
telegra.ph lines a.nd offi.ce.s in New
foundland except the St. J o·hn's offices 
as d·o not form pa.rt of our cable sys
tem~ the 1Company, howev·er, to retain 
rigl1t maintain office or offices in St. 
John's and do businesis directly witl1 
public, such offices . subje·ct to same 
division with the Gover11ment of the 
tolls ·on business handled directly wit!1 
public that it makes with respect to 
other Ne,wfoundland traffic during 

' 
period of agre.ement. 

Present tariff .60 and 6 be maintained. 
and divided 40 and 4, Anglo ~O and ~ 
Govt. Government likewise to receive 
20 and 2 on all Cable traffic at Cable 
count. Provide assent Anglo C'o. can 
be se·cured the Telegra.ph lines aforei 
said a.nd the Telepho11e Plant, St. 
John's be exch'.an.ge.d for the Port aux 
Ra sq ues cable which would be used 
to augment our facilities between New
foundland and mainlan.d or otherwise 
the respe·ctive pr·operties to .be leased 
for the period of the Anglo lease of 9H 
years from 1911. Arrangement run for 
25 years a.nd one years notice or long
er if Government prefers. · 

T-'and Line Press rates to be our 
present stand rates ·of one third addi
tional word rate fo:r day press and 

• 
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one sixth for night press from Halifax. 
In discussing press situation with Sir 
1·. McGrath while here suggested · the 
matter should be edited Halifax so 
Government or papers will pay only 
for what they can use and thus keep 
expense within bounds. 

tives of the Anglo Co., and the Prime 
Minister. 

Property to be transferred would be 
duly inventoried, but in general em· 
braces: 

(1) Placentia Jct., Cape Ray line8 
and offices including Li11eme1n's housee 
and la.nds, tools, . main and local bat
teries, etc., except the offices anc.l bat
teries at Rantem Hut. 

(2) St. John's Cape Ra.ce line· and 
offices and batteries · except at St. 
John's. 

(3) ·Bay Ro.berts, Brigus 1offices an(l 
line including lineman's house and 
land at Trepassey. 

Va.rious small details to be settled 
after main points agreed ~o .. " 

Nothing appears to have .been done 
towards arriving at a workable ar
rangement during the term of the 
Lloyd administrat~o1n or its immediate 

"' successor in office. It is quite with-
in the remembrance of the members 
of this House what transpired during 
the la.st se·ssion. It was thought by 
certain me·mbers on both s.ides ot the 
I-Iouse that some satisfactory arrange -· 
ment c101uld be made betwee·n the Anglo 
American Telegrapl1 Co. and the Nfld. 
Government, and as a result of the 

I 

Conferences betwe.en. Mr. H. A. Saun · 
dens and C. H. Tranfield, representa
tives of the Anglo American T'ele
~:ra.ph Co., and the Prime Minister, 
Sir R. A. Squires, Mr. LeMessurle1r, 
Dep·uty Minister of Posts and T'ele
grapl1s and myself, a further proposi
tion was made by the Nfid. ·Govern-
111ent to the AD:gl,o American Tele 
f:raph Company through Mr. H. a 
Saunders, the lo1cal representative O\. 

t 11e A.nglo. The Company would not 
a g-ree to the terms of th.e pro1~o·s1ition 

and subsequent ·conferences, I under
stand were h 1el4 b.etween rep,res~nta-

When the Prime Minister was in 
New York last a.utumn further ne
gotiations 'vere conducted with th·~ 

Executive Heads of the Western Union 
Telegraph Co. and with Mr. Tranfield, 
the local represe.ntative, in Janua.ry, 
1922 bu.t no satisfactory settlement 

• • 
could be arrived at. On the return 
of the Prim.e: Minister from New 
York last autumn he reporte.d to the 
Executive Council, and negotiations 
with the Commercial Cable Company 
resulted in the making of a contract, 
which this Legislature is now asked 
to confirm. 

SIR MI1CHAEL CASHIN:.-Mr. Qhair 
ma.n, in vie·w of the fact that this Re
solution was only introd.uced ithis aft
ernoon, a.nd because I lo·ok upon it as 
a very important matter·, an.d as .. I did 
not follow the introducer very thor 
oughly in his rema.rks I would like tv 
ask him if i\t is his intention to pub
lish his speech in to-morrow's papers. 
If tl1at should be th·e case I would. ask 
you to raise the c·o·mmittee and give us 
on this side of the House an opportun
ity to go through it ·as we would a.sk 
very much to go into the details of the 
transaction. There are seve.ral points 
in the Resolution which I do· not un
dersltand and I would like to be· able 
to be in a position to deb·ate th·e mat
ter more i11telligent.ly than I could .a,. 
present. If it.he C·ommittee would now 
rise we could resume the discussion to 
morrow and we would then have· the 
Prime Min-ister with us who I under
stand will have s·everal .statements to 
make as ~t was he who negotiated the 
sale while he was in New Y·ork. 

HON. 1MINISTER O·F POS:TS AND 
TEI.lIDGRAPHS :-I ~rn quite agreeable 
and I rn·ove that the Co.mmittee rise 
and report progress and ask leave to 
sit again o-i1 to-morrow. 

\ 

MR. MacDONNELL:-Mr. Sp·eake1 . 
with regard to this moti-on, which is 
a n1ove altogether a.part from party 
politics, it may have· been moved by 

• 
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any one on either side, of the, House. 
Because of the figures given me yester 
day by 1the Pri1ne Minister some twt 
million d,olla,rs wo·rth of Agricultural 
Products hav·e b·een imported into this 
country fo·r the last tw10 ye·ars. That 
should not have happened for the·re 
'is no reason in the world why we, in 
this island should import produce 01 

this kind when we can, a,fter supply· 
ing our own wants actually rai.se, mar 
Jket and export millions ,of dollars 
,w,orth O·f Ag,ricultural Pr1odudts. Therb 
fore, Mr. Speaker, altho·ugh I am 01 .. 

· the wrong side of the House, and al
though it is J. R . . MacDonnell's motion, 
it is a . moti,o·n that can. b·e of grea•t 
b·enefit to this country. Th,erefore, 1 
move it with the spirit that I would 
myself at any time, and on either side, 
because it is one that will sta.nd to be 
of be11e:ficial intere·st to the· pe·ople in 
all pa.rts of our ,country. 

HON. PRIME MINIS'TER:-Mr. 
Speaker, I b,eg to accept the m.otio1n of 
my friend Mr. MacDonnell, and I ac
be·pt it in the spirit in wh.ich he moves 
it. N ewf.oundla,nd is not an Agricl1l
itura l 1C·ountry ;~ but a fishing country, 
)b·ut it certainly can produce enough ag 
ricultural products to1 support twice 
its prese·nt population. It is a crime 
that ha.y, etc., should be imported into 
this island, and 'it is also a cP.iine that 
meat and other foods should b,e 
brought here from all parts of the 
world. The principle is wrong, and .t 

have very much pleasure in saying 
that I will support :Mlr. MacDonnell in 
his molt.ion. I ask him to leave, the mo 
tion and the s·electing of the· Commit
tee in the hands 0 1f the S.peaker f.Or 
to-morrow. 

MR. Ma.cD·ONNE.LL:-Mr. S.peaker, 
•in regard to this motion which I now 
·move·; I am sorry lthat the H·on. Min
·aster o,f Jus1tice is not in. his s·ea.t. l. • 

am inclined to defer the motion until 
he ca,me in because he is as much in·
terested in this matter as I am. Tl1e 
Honourable the Prime Minister will . 
rememb,er the other day that I p,assed 

him s,ome letters and messages~ with a 
petition regarding the Herrin.g Fish
ery. The Prime Ministe·r wa,s good en 
o·ugh to tell me. he would see· me· an.d . . 

that w·e would consider those interests 
in the Herring Fishe:ry for which I 
applied. But this is n~ot fair to the 
Prime Minister for h.e is too, busy a 
man and ·one cannot see h.im for eve·n 
five minutes: at a time. 'There for~, I. 
move, for a select 1Committee of thib 
House to inquire into an,d co,nsider 
·an.d report upon .th.e advisa,bility ·Ol 

changing existing la.ws of the country 
regarding the Newfoundland Herring 
Fish,ery. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the ·Chair. 
The iC'hairman from the Committee 

reported that they had consid.ered the 
matter to them referred, had mad·e 
some . progress, and asked leave to sit 
again o·n to-m·orr.ow., 

• 

On motion this Report wa,s received 
and adopted: and it was 0 1rdered that 
the ·Committe,e have leave to sit again 
on 1to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice, Mr. MacDonnell 
moved fOT the a;ppointment of a. Se,lect 
Committee, tQ cons.ider an.d report up
on th·e mrutter of improvement in the 
Agriculturaµ p ·olicy of the ·Colo11y, said 
motion was seconded by Hon. the 
Prime Minister and carried. Appoint-

• 

me,nt of such committee deferred until 
to-mo1rrow. 

Pursuant to notice, ·M\r. Ma.cDonnell 
moved for the appointment o.f a Sele·ct 
Committee to consid·er a,n·d report u1j 
011 ithe advisability of amending the 
la,vs of this Colony, respecting the 
Herring Fishery. Said motion wab 
sec·onded · by Ho1n. the Prime Minister 
and carried. Appointment of such 
Committee was deferred until to
morrow. 

Pt1rsuant ;to notice, and on motio1 ... 
of Hon. the Prime Ministe.r, ·the· H·ouse 
resolved itself inJto a Committee of the 
Whole to consider certain Resolutions 
on the s1tbject of B·onds for ·Customs 
Dl1ties. 

Mr. Speak·er left the ·Chair~ 

\ 

• 

• 
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Mr. Hibbs took the 1Chair of Com-
mittee. · ( 

Mr. S,peaker re1sume,d the 1Chair. 
The Chairman from the C'ommittee 

reported that tl1ey had considered th.e 
matter to them referred, had passed 
the said Resolutions, and recommend
·ed tha:t a Bill be introduced to give et 
f e,ct to the same. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and the Bill "An Act re
sp·ecting B·onds for 1Cuslt1oms D1uties" 
was introduced and read a first time, 
and it was O·rdered that it be read a 

• 

second time on to-morro1w. 
Mr Speaker informed th·e H1ouse 

that he had received a message from 
tl1e Legislative C1o·uncil acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled" An 
Act to repeal the Aerial Mail Service 
Act, 1919," without amendment. 

Mr. Speaker informed th.e House 
that h·e had. received a me,ssage from 
tl1e Legislative. 1Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly ithat they had 
passed the Bill se.nt up e,ntitled "An 
... A..ct to Amend Chapter 83 of the Con
solidated Saitutes (Third Series) entitl 
ed "The Judicature Act," with some 
amendments, in which 1they request 
the concurrence of th·e House of As
sem bly. 

On m.otion of Hon. the Minister of 
Justice, the said amendments were 
read a first time and 0 1rde·r·ed to be 
read a second time on to-:rnorr,ow. 

The 1Chairman from the Committe,e 
of the Whole on Supply repo1rted cer
tain Res1olutions which were read a 
firstt time as follows: 

Supplem·ental S.upply . . $7 48,829.53. 
The said Resolutions being read a 

sr·cond time, it was moved and s·econd 
eel that the House concur with the 
Committee itherein, and the said Re
s·olutions were agreed to. 

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the 
following: 

Report o~ Government !Members of 
•re Railway ·Commission. 

Reporit ·of R. C. Morga11 Esq., on 
Railway Operation in Newfoundland. 

•• 

Report of Dep,a,rtment of Educatio11 · 
1920-1921. 

Pursuant to ord·er, and on m·otion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved iitself into· a 'Committee of the 
Whole to consider the B111 entitled: 
"An Act respecti11g w ·ar Pensions." 

Mr. Spe·aker left the Chair. 
Mr. LeGrow took the ,Chair f Com 

mitJtee. 
Mr. Speak·er resumed the 'Chair. 
The 1C.hairman from the, ·Committee · 

reported that they had c1onsidered the 
matter to them referred, had pa,ssed 
the said Bill without amendm.ent. 

0 'n motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was order·ed that 
the said Bill .b'e rea.d a third time pre
sently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous c·onsent 
the Bill entitled "An Act respecting 
War Pensions" was read a third .time 
elnd passed, a.nd it was ordered that 
the sa.id Bill be engrossed, being en .. 
titled as abov·e, and that i\t be sent to 
the Legislative 'Council with a mess· 
a.ge· r ·equesti11g the concurrence of that 
b1ody in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Po·sts a!nd 
Telegraphs, lthe House r·es,olved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole to con
sider certain Resolutions on the sub
ject of P:ostal Raltes. 

Mr. Speaker left the ,Chair. 

Mr. Hib,bs took the ·Chair or Com
mitte·e. 

Mr. Spea.ker resumed the 1Chair. 

The ·Cha.irman of the Commilttee re
pe>rted that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
the said Reso1lutions without amend- . 

I 

rrient, and r·ecommended that a Bill be 
,..ntrodl1ced to give effect to the same. 

On motion this Report was· receive·d 
and adopted, and the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Ame11d Chapter 35 of the 
C·onsolid.aited Statutes, entitled "of th\. 
Postal a.nd Telegraph Servic.es," was 
introduced and read a first time, and 
it was. or1ered· that it be read a sec
ond time on to-morrow . 

• 

'· 
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Mr. Bennett gave notice of ques
. tion .. 

11ave much pleasure i11 supporti11g 
t11e: prayer of the petition. 

The remaining Orders ·of the Da.y 
were def erred. 

SIR M. P. C ... L\..SHIN asked Hon. the 
l\li11. of Posts an(l Telegraphs, to lay 
on t11e table of the 1-Iouse a statement 
sl1owing-

It was \moved and s·econded that 
wl1en the House rises, it adjourn un
til M1onda;y afternoon next ajt three of 
the clock. 

/ 

The H ·ouse then adjo·urned accord-
ingly. 

\ 

MOND ... L\. Y, l\rlay 8tl1., 1922. . ' 

The House met at three of the 
clock in the afternoon, p.ursuant to 
adjournment. 

MR. WALSH-l\'1r. Speaker. I ask 
leave to present a petition from the 
inhabitants of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . urging
the prohibition of the cutting of tim
Ler over the three mile limit. This 
pet;ition is signed by all the voters of 
this section of th.e district. I ha.ve 
very 1nucl1 pleasure in suppor~ing the 
pra.yer of the petition, and I iask( that 
it be referred to the Agriculture an<"' 
1\'Iines for cons:ideration. . "' 

I ha.ve a.nother petition here from 
th.e people of Ship Cove, Placent1H . 
Bay, asking for a better mail service. 

(~) When the cable between Port 
aux Basques and. Canso was laid. 
· (b) What was the cost of malring 

the ~able a11d 'the laying of it. 
(c) How many times since has it 

been broken, for what periods and 
\Vhat has it cost each ti1ne to repair. 

( d) Wha.t has oeen the ann.ual earn 
ing of th(l cable for each fiscal year 
~ince ·it was laid. 

( e) What has been the expenditure1 
for the cable .service each year~ !i!ld 
what profit, if any, has the Colony 
c1eri,rerl from it for each year. 

(f) What is · the total nu111ber or 
postal telegrapl1 offices jn· the Colony. 
wha,t are their receipts each. year, and 
\Vhat 'is their expenditure eacl1 yeal" 

' ~tnd what is the total inileage Clf line~ 
operated under the Government tele" 
griaph system. 

; HON. MIN. OF· POSTS & TELE
C'tRAPHS-Mr. Speal{er. In repl)r I 

beg to table the full correspondence 
'vith the exceptio:r1 of th.e answer to 
qu·estion (b), though I may .. ~ay that 
the general impression is that th~ 
cable cost about· $185,000. 

SIR M. P. CASI-lIN aslred Hon. th.e 
Prime Minister

1

, in the absence of Hort. 
tt1e Mi11ister of l\tlarine and Fisherie~ 

' '\\rhat steps are being taken l)y the 

Government to carry into e.ffect t11e 
promises c,f the Min1ister of Fisherie:, 
that an ~xploration of the waters off 
our coast would be undertake11 h~7 
one of the stean1ers obtained front 
Er1gland la.st yeaI·, with the object of 
adding to the infor1nation available to 
our people to assist them in) securing 
better catches of codfish. 

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE.--- l\1r. 

• 

They a,sk that Ship Cove be made ~J 

regular port of call ·for the S.S. Argyle 
'!,he Argyle is supposed to call there 
t ,;vice a week, but, iaccord·ing to the pe
titioners, during the past half year 01· 

so there were tim.es when they did not 
get a call or a ir1ail from the Argyle 
for two n1onths. I tabled a question 
here some days ago to find 011t the 
number of trips the ... L\.rgyle actuall)r 
made there during the past season. 
but I have got no reply to the ques 
tion yet. I a,sk that th:is petition be 
referred to the Minister of Posts, 1and 
I would strongly llrge that he give it 
his most sympathetic consideratio11. 
At the sa.me time I would be glad to 
discuss \Vith him the advisability of 
an alteration of the present S)'Stem so 
far as Ship Cove is concerned 

MR. SINNOTT-Mr. Spealrer: I 
Spea.ker. The Pri1ne Minister has 
asked me to say thia.t he 'vill be down 
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to the House later. I would, there
;f(lre, ask that questions 2, 3 and 5 ad
dressed to him be deferred until he 
comes. 

SIR l\tI. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
]\Iinister of Posts and Telegraphs to 
lay on the table of the House ccp1ies 
of all correspond<~nce between the lelite 
Postn1aster General, or him.self, or 
both, and the C.P.R. in connection 
,, .. ith a cable ser·vice and the I.ate 

' Postm.aster General, himself, or both. 
and the Anglo-.American Telegraph 
Company in regard to proposals by 
~hat Company for the service in con
ju11ction with the Postal Telegraph~ . 
Rnd between the late Postmaster Gen-
eral, himself, or tJoth and the Com
mercial Cable Compa.ny in relation ttt 
the same matter, and the agree1ne11t 
r•.ow before th~ House. 

HON. lVfIN. ()F POSTS & TELE--
GRAPHS--Mr. Speaker. 
ta,ble the information. 

I beg to 

MR. BENNETT asked the Minister 
. of Public Works if Stephen R. Dawe, 
Cable Operator of Bay Roberts, was 
?.ppoj11ted as one of the Commission 
to spend spe.cial relie.f money _i11 the 
Spring of J 921; giving the 11a1nes of 
the other Commissioners; what 
amount -was spent by the siaid Com.' 
mission, and the amount pa.id as sal
a.ry or con1mission to said S. R. Dawe, 
or any other commissioner. • 

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS-Mr. 
Speaker. Stephen R. Dawe was one of 
a 11u111ber of Commissioners appointecl 
to look after the l~xpenditure of two 
tl1ousand dollars that wias Rent out 
for relief purposes. The alloca.tiol', 
':vas made out to a Commissioner· nam 
ed Calpin. There 'vere thre·e or four 
oilier Co1nmissioncrs tl1ere but ,v·hose 

' names I cannot 21ow remember. I 
think there was a,nother by the na1ne 
of Mercer. I do 11ot know if the re
ttirns for the expenditure of th.a.t 
amount have been received by the De-
1>artment. I will have a more coil~-

plete answer nrepared in wr'iting for 
the House. 

MR. BENNETT asked the l\i!ini.ste1· 
of Publi(· Worl{S if Capt. John Parson.s 
of Bay Roberts, ·was ir1structed to se
cttre n1en for work on the Badger and 
Deer Lake Roads; if so, dia he re
ceive any com1n.isston or remunera
tion, directly, or indirectly, for secur
ing these men; also did Capt. Parsons 
request the Government or the Board. 
of Worl\s to sto.p any sums or mone-:;r 
o'ved Ca.pt. Parso11s by some of thA 
r.nen so employed r:t.s old account; ancl 
state if such reouest was made.· wa~ 
it acceded to. 

HON. MIN. OF Pl1BLIC WOllKS.- · 
Capt. Parsons waf:; authorized to se
lect clestitute n1en~ bltt no other men, 
to \VOrk on th.e Badger and Deer Lake 
Roa,ds . He, d.i(l not receive an.y com-
1,ensation for such work from the ne
p:trtmet of Puhlic Works or from anv 
otl1er source. C1!1pt. Parsons did n.ot 
reouPst the Department to stop or co1 

lect money owed b:im . 

MR. BENNETT asked the MinistPr 
of P11blic Work8 if Ca.pt . .l()bn Kellv 
v.ras a,ppointed ~s a Commissio11er to 

' snend soeciaJl relief m'-- ney at Coley'r 
Point during 1921.; if so, ,,Nh~.t waf-' 
the nature of the 'vork so performer, 
nnd the amount spent thereon: if full 
ret11rn8 have been made for same. 
and what commission did Cant. Kellv , 

receive for services performed. .. 
HON. J\1lIN. OF PUBLIC ·woRKS.-

1\fr. Spe1aker I beg to table the infor-
• 

mation. • 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the M·inister of Justice. the 
amendments nlade by the Legislativ·o 
Council in a11d ~1pon the Bill sent tl!J. 

entitled '' ... i\.n Act to am encl Chapter 
83 of the c()nsolidated Statute~ 

(Third Series) e·~titled "The Judica-
ture .Act," were read a sec.and · tin1e 
a.11d concurred in, and it w·as <1rdered 
·that a m.essage be sent to the Legis·
Jiative1 · Co·uncil acquainting them that 

' 
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the House had conct1rred in the saic1 
arne11dments with.out amendment. 

Pursuant to or·der, and o·n motion of 
Hon. tl1e 1\1:inister of Posts a11d Tele
graphs, . the I-louse resolved itself in.:. 
to a Comn1ittee of the Whole to con
sideri ce·rtain Resolutio11s for the con-. 
f1rmatio·n of an agreement made be: 
tween the Govern1r1ent and the Com-
1nercial Cable Con1pany. 

Mr. Speaker le~t the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs toolt the Chair of (~om-

• • 
Jn1ittee. 

HON. SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.
In view of the amount of information 
tabled here this afternoon by the Min
ister of Posts ad Telegraphs I move 
tl1at the Committee ri.se and report 
progress, in order to give us, on thl~ 
s'ide of the House, an opportunity to 
look carefully into the aeta1Is sur
rounding th.is very important matter. 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS & TELE
GRAPHS-I did table quite an amount 

• 
. of information this afternoon, tiut the 

r .. 1ost of it "\Vas correspondence that 
lw.d been laid before tl1e House .last 
year. How·ever, if the Hon. Lead et 
of the Opposition thinks that therf.? 
are a11y details to be gai11ed by fur: 
ther considering tl1e matter, I an1 
qutie agreeable to have the Committee 
rise. 

HON. SIR Ml1CHAEL CAS.HIN:-I 
am sure that the1 Postmaster Gene·ral 
sees 1the· position we ar·e, in with such 

· 1a vast amount of informatio1n to be as 
similated upon this very importa.nt 
st1bject by the Members . on ithis side 
of the House, a.nd it will e·n.able, us to 
be better prepare·d ~or the De bate on 
the Resolu1t~1ons, if we· postpon·e it un
til to-morrow. I would also ·like t\ 
have the outst~nding information ta.bl 
ed qt1ickly and I would a.ppreciate the 
Ho11. Min. sending it to me during the 
afternoon. 

HON. MIN; OF P'O·STS .. i\.ND TEL·E
GRAPHS ;-I appr·eciate ' Sir Michael's 
standpoint and I am only too halppy 
to have ithe Co·tnmitte.e risie· and re-' 

' 

1port pro1gress a.nd ask leave to sit ag
ain on to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker r·esumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the 1Committee 

reporte·d 1that they h.ad c·onsidered the 
)natter to them referred, had made 
some pro1gress, and a.sked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this R·ep·or1t wa.s re.ceived 
Alnd ado{lted, an.d. it was ordered that 
~he Committee have leave to1 si1t again 
011 to-morrow. 

. Pursuant to ·order, rund on motion of ' 
I-Io·n. the Minister ·of Posits a.nd Tele
graphs, the Bill entitled "An Act to 

' 

amend ·Cahpter 35 of the 1Consolidated 
' 
Sitatutes entitled "Of th·e Postal and 
Tele~raphs s .ervices," was reaAd a sec
ond time, and it was ordered that it 
be referred to a Committee ·of tht. 
Whole Ho1use to-morrow. 

Pt1rsuantt to order, and 011 motion of 
Hon. the M:inister of Justice, the Bill 
entitled "An Act respecting Bonds for 
Ct1sto1ms Duties," was r·ead a sec·ono 
time, a.nd it wa,s ordere·d that it be 
"referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
werB defe·rred. 

It was mo·ved and s·econded that 
When the House rise·s, iJt a.djourn un
til to-morrow afterno·on at three of 
the clock. 

The H·ouse then adjourned accoird
ingly. 

TlJESDAY, May 9th., 1922. 
Th.e House met 1at three . of thA 

clock in the afternoon pursua11t to ad-
. ' JC1urnmen t. .. 

Hon. the Prin1e 1\Iin·ister tabled: 
Report of Department of Militia, 

1~22. 

Report of Auditor-General on St. 
John's Mur1icipal Accounts 1921. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIST.ER.
I beg to table answer to Question ot 
l\ir. Moore's on Order Pa.per, Ma.y 8th. · 

MR. HIGGINS---Mr. Speaker, I 
'\vould aslr the Pri1ne Miniister, with 
your perrnission regarding an item on 

J • 

• 
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the Order Paper in re,ference to the 
Municipal Act. I have here with me a 
petition I would lilre to present when 
tJ1is nliatter comes up, and I kno"'- that 
lVIr. Bennett has another fr·om his 
district, and I would ask to have the. 
second readi11g of t]le Bill remain ov
or until to-morrow. 

· NOTICE OF QUESTIONS. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 

Prime l\'.Ilinister, in the absence of Hon. 
the Min.ister of Marine and Fisheries 
what steps are being taken by the Gov 
ernment to carry into effect the prom-. ( 

1ses of tl1e Minister of Fisheries that 
ia.n e·xploration of the waters off our 
coast would be u11dertaken by one of 
the steamers obtained from England 

. last year, with the object of adding to 
the information availa.ble to our peo ·· 
ple to assist them in securing better 
catches of codfish. 

HON. THE PRIME 1\ilINISTER.
I have a memo from the' Marine and 
Fisheries l)ept. but I do ·not see it up
on my desk. I will secure the same 
duri'ng the afternoon iand table· it Jater 

SIR M. P. C£\SHIN asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister if the Gover111nent has 
received any request, that tl1e Colon)· 
take part in the British E1npire Ex
hibition :in I ... ondon in 1924, and if so, 
what action does the Government pro 
pose to take in the matter; also if it 
proposes to talre part what will be the 
cost to the Colo11y. and what benefit 
'vill result to the C·olony fro1:ri s11ch ac 
tion. 

HON. THE PRIME l\fINISTER.
'11he British EmrJire Exhibition was 
originally set for 1923, and the Govern 
i11ent felt that w·hile i.t should identify 
itself with the Exhibition, but in a11y 
large way. Now that it has been de
ferred until 1924 we have decided to 
let it stand over for next year. His 
Excellency the Governor has been ap 
pointed on the co:rr(mitte·e arranging 
the Exhibition. There is some corres 
pondence which I will table. 

MR. l\IOORE asked Hon. the Prime 

Minister to lay on the table a state
. ment shawling· the amount ·of money 
c;wed by Mr. E. Collishiaw to the rail-. ..,.. 
"ray on account of freight, how long it 
has been owed, what reasons, if any, 
r,fr. Collishaw has gi,-en for not pay
ing it, what steps are being taken to 
secure payment of the amount, and to 
lay on the table a copy of all corres
pondence in relation to this nliatter. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
tablerl reply to question No. 3. 

H,on. the Minister of Justice, on be
half of the Select . Committee, reported 
and presented the Bill entitled "An 
... .\ct to Amend Cha.pt.er 108 of the Con
solidated Statutes, entitled "Of the 
Protection of An;imals," for consider
ation of the House·. 

On motion this Report was received 
arid adopted,- and it was ordered that 
the saiil Bill be referred to a Commit
tee of the Whole House, on to-morrow. 

Ho·n. th.e lVIinister of Justice gave 
notice that he would on. to-n1orrow 
.ask leave to introduce a Bill entitled 
"An Act to facilitate tl1e Reciprocal 
E·nf,orceme·nt of Judgme·nts, Orderb 
and Awards in Newfoundland and oth 
er parts of His l\1:ajesty's Dom'inions''. 

Sir M. P. Cashi11 gave .notice of ques 
ti on. 

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled Re
port of General Hospital, 1921. 

Pt1rsuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Prime Mdnister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Amend· Chapter 35 bf the 
Consolidated Statutes entitled "Of the 
Postal and Telegraph Services." 

Mr. Speaker left th~ Chair. 

Mr. H,ibbs took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

I 

lVIr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

'The ·Chairman fro·m the C1ommittee 
reporte(l that they had considered the 
inatter to them referred, and had pas
sed. the said Bill without amendment. 

On motion this Report was received. 
and adopted, and .it was ordered · that 
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the said Bill be read a third ti1ne pre-
~ently. J 

Whereupon, with unanimous co·n-· 
sent, tl1f~ Bill entitled "1\n Act to 
Amend Chapter 35 of the Co11solidated 
Statutes entitled "Of the Postal and 
'I,elegrapbi Services" was read a thdrd 
time and · passed·, and it was orclered 
that the said Bill be engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and that it be sent 
to the I""egislative Council w.ith a mes 
~age requesting .the co~currence of 
that body in its provisions. 
· Pursuant to· .order, and on motion 
:bf Hon. the Prime Minister, the Hc>use 
' 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to conside,r ~he Bill entitled 
"An Act respecti'ng Bonds for Cus
ton1s Duties." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair . 
. Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit 
tee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The CHairman from the Committee 
• 

reported that they had considered the 
1natter to them referred, and had pas
sed tl1e said._ Bill without ~1I1ena1nent. 

On motion this Report was received 
· a.nd adopted, and it was ordered that ' 
the sa;id Bill be read a third time pre
He11tly. 

Whereupon, with unanim.ous con
se11t, the Bill entitled, "An Act re
specting Boncls for Customs D11ties' .. 
"-ras read a third time and passed, iand 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
engrossed, being entitled . as above, 
and that it be ser1t to the Legislative 
Council with a message requesting the 
concurrence of that. body in its pro·-

' . . v1s1ons. 

Pursua11t to order, and on motion. 
of Hon. the Mdnister of Posts and 
Telegraphs, the House resolved itself 
into ia Co1nmittee of the Whole to 
consider certain resolutions for the 
co11firmation of an agreement n1ade 
between tl1e Government an.d the Com 
mercia.I Cable Company. 

Mr. Spea,ker left the Chair. 
' 

Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Comm.it 
tee. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Mr. (]hair 
1nan, referring to the Resolutions now 
before the House, I have very little to 
.say, considering tha.t I have already 
stiated n1y opinion last year, a11d the 
year before. The whole question ·is 
·very long, and has not been gone into 
, thoroughly by the Minister of Posts 
and Telegrap·hs. He, did not explain 
to the House the reasons why the con 
tract was broken off with the· Govern
ment, neither did he outline what 
took place between the Government 
a.nd the Anglo Co. 

I would li.ke to ask .the Minister his 
reasons for dropping the negotiations 
in 1919; and also to show what are 
his reasons for putting forwiard .this 
contract w'ith the Commercial Cable 
Company? "\V'e all know the story of 
two years ago concerning the Law 
'Sudt against the Commercial Ca.ble Co 
by the Government O·f Newfoundland, 
wl1en the Commerc~al Cable Company 
had to pay over so1nething like $200.-
000. D11ring tl1e ti1ne the case wias 
pe11din.g the1 Anglo . Company paid. ·no 
tai,xe8 or rates a.nd as soon as judg
ment ·was given against the Con1mer
t~ial Co. the- Anglo came across and 
1;>aid thedr rates. 

In 1918 we were before the St1pre1ne 
Court here and they refused to con1-
plete their contract and we grou·nde<l 
the wire. Since· tl1iat some very good 
cffers have been 1nade us. In 1918 we 

• 

were still before. the Privy Council. 
Last year and the year before I r~Is

ed the matter in this House, an.d made 
some suggestions, but there was no
thiing done, ancl we find that another 
year l1as gone and there is still noth
ing done, and now we are confronted 
vrith the same question again. 

I would like tp ask the Minister of 
Posts if lie has n1ade any estim~te of 
tl1e loss to thds Colony since 19J ~ , 

when certain offers were made by the 

r 
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Western lTnion Cable Co. and the Ang 
lo American Cable Co? 

A few years ago w·e sent the th.en 
Postmaster General Dr. Robinson to 
Canada to inquire i.11to Telegraph mat 
ters; he was there some months but J 
do not think that anything was fur
nished to show what had been done 

' 
by hi1n; but I think that some very 
good offers were· made. 

The proposition now when bo:iled 
down is; that w·e get thirty (30c.) for 
every ten words and 3c. for each ad
ditional w·ord. .. Now the whole thing 
to my mind is this; that we take $10,-
000 fron1 one pocket and put it into 
.another. 

... .\.llo\v me to rea.d an offer macle by • 

.th·e Western Union and othe·r com-
1>a.nies to the Lloyd Government in 
191 Sand 1919. The correspondence 
shows that we were on the job in 1918 

(Reads correspondence.) 

place until their European. business is 
through. The Commercial Cable Co. 
are ·not after your business, they are 
taking it ; as a matter of course. Now 
they have only two 11ines and cables 
and the .Anglo has fifteen, and there 
is no question of keepin!g up two lines 
between here· and Port aux Basques. 

Now there is another point which 
no one seems to hiave taken an)~ in
terest in, that is the matter of wire- · 
less. Wireless is only in its infancy 
at present· and that has to be taken 
into consideration. I understand that 
the ¥ou11t Pearl Station was offered to 
tl1e Government for nothing, is that 
true Mr. Prime Minister? 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
No not quite. I understand that the 
Admiralty 'is considering disbanding 
the Station and there is a chance of 
getting it ctleaply. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Well, do 
Tl1is shows that they owned the you n.ot think that you are going too 

Telephon.e Systen1 at St. John's; the fast in this matter? I sometimes ac-
0ff er is· that w·e were to take· over the cuse you of going too slowly, but in 

' 
Telephone Systent at St. John's; it al... tl1is matter you seem to be going toe, 
so shows that we were to take over fast. 
all the offices except in St. Joh11•s, HON. THE MIN. OF POSTS-That 
'\vhich meant something like fifty of- is the beal1ty of this matter we can 
fices a·nd 500 miles. of wire at 20 and turn to the wireless anytime by mak-
2; the offe.r we are now considering ing this contract with the Comn1er
is 30 and 3 which you say is a inuch cial Cable Co., but the Anglo wanted 
better 011e, although there are about a n1onopoly . 
600 miles of wire. Now what are you SIR lVI. P. CASHIN-I am sure Mr. 
getting 'in return for this contract? Speaker, the House has followed me 
l~ou will have to keep up the lines be- in my charge as to the Government 
tween here and I>ort aux Basques. Iosi11g $200,000, and you can see no'v 
The Anglo has about fifteen cables in · tl1at it is correct, as he, the Hon. Mir1-
here and the Commercial . Cable Co. , ister, has ma.de his reply and has not 
has only this on.e line. What I want answered my charge. Instead of do
to emphasize is this, that while the ing something business like he has 
A11glo people were giving you 20 and lost $200,000. He did not even hint 
2 they were also giving you three at it in his reply, which 'is a. clear 
ti1nes as much business as the Com- proof of th.e charge. He says my 
mercial Co., besides th.e Anglo people charge i~ correct and has not refuted 
give the best service possible. If you it in any way. He says now at the 
go down to the Commercial Co. and last hour, that you 11ave a contract 
hand in a message for Canada~ that with the Con1n1ercial Cable Co., but 
message has to be sent via Port aux there 1is no proof, that it is a11y good. 
Basques, and will have to take second Ile says that this company is side by 
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side with the Ang'lo, but the.ir office tion, and took the trouble to se11d the 
on "\\rater Street is niot doing a.ny reg
t11ar business; it ·i~ only a repeating 
station. They \vill n.ot interrupt mes-. -
sages there to transmit any ordinary 
business. During the war tin1e they 
would never interrupt the'ir lines to 
get a m.essage through, though they 
may do it now as business is slack. It 
if! nonsense to compare them to the 
Anglo Co. with its connections at 
Heart's C()nte·nt, Placentia. and else- · 
where. · If you go into the Commer
ciial Co's office now a11d tencler a mes
sage, it has to wait till other business 
is sent. Bt1tl· go into the Anglo, and it 
· is sent right off, they have: an open 
key and can talk to Sydney direct. 

,.# 

There 1is no comparison between the 
two companies. Now we1 ·have ' no re
ply from tl1e Hon. Minister of Posts 
and the Hon. Prime Minister· is go11e 
out. It is ridiculous, -when one thinks , 
of the amount lost, for you to get up 
,pere and make no refutation of our 
charges. But I suppose a half loaf 
is better thian no bread, and we shall 
.take this · beca.use w·e have to. 

HON. MIN. OF POSTS-I tio not 
admit we lost $200:000. 

MR. HIGGINS-You don.'t deny it. 
H.ON. MINISTER ·OF POSTS-We 

might have lost something in the 
neighbourhood of that amount by 
breaking off the agreement with the 
Commercial Co. We gave an agree-
1nent to the Comn1ercial Co. a.nd lost 
by breaking it; ·but you cannot esti-

• 
mate whiat w·as lost by n.ot making an 
agreement with the Anglo·. We do 
not know what the amount would be. 
There is not much to be gain.ed by 
arguing tilt point furthe~. When I 
came into office: in 1919 I had in mind 
a proposition was made to the Coali
tion Government. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-A ''foolish'• 
governme11t I thir1k ~t was. 

HON. :LY.IIN. OF POSTS-Then the 
Cashin administration after the Lloyd 
011e still ignored the Anglo proposi-

Postmaster-General 'laway, to see as 
' to an agreement. Having that in 
rr1ind and giving Sir M. P. Ca.shin 
credit for knowing semething about 
it--and he really does know a lot 
a bout it_.:..under those· circumstances I 

I 

do not tljin.k I can be blamed for tak- · 
ing up the agreement W'.'ith tb.e Anglo 
at once. A few years iago we had an 
agreement drawn up as to the Wire
less, but the Imper·ial A11thorities had 
son1e schen1e on foot and . the agree
n1ent was not sig11ed. In May 1921 I 
had a message fro1n the Commercial 
Cable Co. drawing attention to the 
agreement of 1919 between the C.P.R. 
and the Governm.ent. I enquired iat 
the Post Office if they knew anythi11g 
of it, ancl they said they did. not. It 
V\ras 'ocated at th.e Colonial Secretary's 
Office 1ater. My opinion is, if that 
agreement had heen before 1ne in 1920 
an agreement might have been made 
with the C.P.R. If the Government 
bad to deal with only one co1npan)r, 
and there was no wireless business 
bu.tting in, there· would have been no 
trouble. I said there will be no agree 
n1ent with anyone. till this passes the 
Legislature. Nobody w·ill thi11l{ that 
"re would go out of our way to· ig
nore the country, and I think the 
agreement before the Chaii: :is a good 
one. When I say we can do good bus
iness with this company I am only 
repeating what t11e opera.tors sa.y, iand 
it cannot be. successft1lly contradicted, 
I think this company will give every 
sat1isfaction. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN-Just a word, 
fearing a·nyone here does not · think 
the Hon. JVfinister of Posts was a col-,, 

I eague of inine. He was one of the 
• 

i11en in power in 1919 and sat at the 
Council table as 011e of the Executive 
ancl asked me to ta.ke action against 
the Commercial Cable Co. Now he 
lets on he knows nothing about it. 
We took them to the Supreme Court. 
and won the case and then they took 
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it to the Privy Coun.cil. But you k11ow 
a,ll about it, Sir, as you were at the 
Council Board with me. I will not 
go over it all agia'in, but there is no 
C(lmparison between the two com-

• pan1es. When you want to send a 
1nessage lJY this company you n1ust 
l1a ve it sent 600 miles by land; er if 
there is another passage on the line 
you have to wait. Do you think any 
bus·iness man will wait 24 hours on 
this com.pany when he can send his 
i11essiage through the Anglo in 10 mi11·-
·l1tes. · 

MR. HIGGGINS-I do not inte·nd to 
e11ter into discussion on this matte:r, 
as the co11tract 11as been a.greed to, 
and will be passed, but I rise to say 
I trust that Sir M. P. Cashin's sug
gestion will not be lost s'ight O·f. It 
is no use crying over spilt milk, an.d 
tl1ere is n.o object to be gained by 
co1nn1enting on the fact, as the Hon. 
Minister of Posts has adm'itted failure 
because of neglect) or laziness which 

.., 1 is a more serious chia.rge. " It amounts 
to t11is-that the Hon. Prim~ Minister 
could not reach on it tor two years, 
till 11e got to New York on otner ·bus
iness. I hope· that as to the Mount 
Pearl Station the Hon. Minister or 
Posts will b·e given the po,ver of at
torney to settle it up. If we· have to 
wait till the Hon. Prim.e Min'ister is 
not busy to atter1d to it, we will be· in 
the same position in 12 months time 
as w·e are now -in connectio·n. with Mt. 
·Pearl. I think the comme11ts of Sir 
M. P. Cashin have been made. fairly, 
ia11d that his idea. is a good business 
proposition. Suppose we accept the 
position as put by the Hon. Minister 
of Posts that both companies are on a 
l)ar. Wo·n't there be more returns from 
a. company which has four times as 
inany cables, as from the other. I do 
not think the operators recommend 
a.ny one co.mpany, and only spoke of 
their experience as far as satisfaction 
was co11cern.ed. ..i ou. ca.nnot expect to 
get as much revenue' from the Com, ... 

mercial Co. as from the Anglo which 
ha·s so much more bus1in.ess. Any es
tablished concern will naturally get 
n1ore business than one which is just 
starting out. It is a great plty that 
business was not done '"'lith the Anglo 
which 11as bus'iness established iand . . 

more cables than the other. It is hu- · 
m·ot1rous to discover h·OW Fate has 
treated the Government as to this 
contr·act. It was _whispered here-not 
spoken out-that Sir M. P. Casntn ha<1 
a deep interest in the Anglo, pra.cti
cally ov~rned it, had reason to advocate 
its cl1aims, and .there are men here to
da,y not in the I~xecutive-who won
dered was it not because he was in
terested, that he wanted the Anglo to 
get in. But no'v the company, the 
Anglo, that he was pleading for, prac
tically tells the Gover11ment to go to 
Hades. Tt1ey do not care as to our 
llusiness--they don't care a row of 
sh ticks for it, b11t it may have effect 
on Newfoundlanders ·Who are working 
here. T1imes has given the answer 
that the compa1ty who were anxious 

. to do the business, did not want it. 
( 

1\nd here is the pity of it all, that for 
\Vhatever reason years were allowed 
to go by witl1out a11ything being do1': 
the country by not taking up the· con-
tract has, as adm1itted by the Hon Min 
of Posts, lost $200,000. Energy has 
l)een spent here on trivial issues and 
to-day this ma;tter is on all fours 
"\\·ith the railway question. The pity 
is that the contract, gooc:l or -naa, 'Yas 
not n1ade 2 1-2 years ago , and it 
1n'ight hav·e been made better then as 
the Anglo was bidding for the busin
ess, but they got tired of it, and now 
the Government could do no better 
with only one co1npany "'o aeal wtth. 
'1,he contract was drawn up alright, 
and may turn out alright, but it is a 
pity it was not made with tl1e com-
pany that already had a big business. 
I would like to draw the attention of 

the Hon. Minister· of Posts to the sug

gestion as to the use of the ' wireless 

• 

I 

I 
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plant. Tl1e trend of the times to-day 
is to do away with cables, and by gett-
ing $60,000 for theirs th~ Government 
may be, getting something more than 
they would in a few years. But we· 
have the advantageous position for 
wireless and why not make us of it. 
The wireless business was started 
from this side. Our natural position 
shol1ld make us pre-·eminent in picking 
up ocean traffic. Anyone would pick 
N ewfoundliand as the best post for 
wireless1 connectipns. To-day a bus
iness man never leaves h1is office eve11 
when he is in the middle or the At

lantic and without further ado we 
ou.ght to take up the question of get
ting the Mount Pearl station, and 
arranging to do business wlith it. I do 
not speak in a critical spirit and wish 
to join in the suggestion wh1ich has 
b-een concur-red in by the Hon. Lead
'er of the Government, that the· Hon. 
l\finis·ter of Posts concentrate on the 
matter at once an(l bring in legisla
tion to enter into a contract to get 
control ·of th'is w'lrele.ss station. It 
seems a pity that with such a·n ad-
1vantage a.t hand we should lose it
let it slip through our fingers. I am 
sorry for the fact as brought home to 
us by the Hon. Minister of . Posts that 
we have lost $200,000 by not handling 
the cable contract properly. 

Mr. Spea.ker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Com.mittee 

~reported that they had considered the 
n1atter to them referred, had passed 
the said Resolutions without amend-
ment, and recommended that a Bill be 
introduced to giye effect to tbe same. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and the Bill "An Act for 
the Confirmation of an Agreement be
.t\veen the ·Govern·ment and the Com
merc1ial Cable Company of New York'• 
'\Vas introduced and read a first time, 
and it was ordered that it be read a 
second time · on to-morro·W·. 

Petitions were presented by: 
Hon. the Prime Minister from St. · 

John's West Re Munic'ipal Amend
ment. 

Mr. Bennett from St. John's 'Vest, 
re Municipal ... .\..mendment. 

Mr. ;Higgins, from St. John's East, 
re 'Municipal Amendment. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Prime Ministe.r, the B-ill 
entitied "An Act to Amend the St. 
J·ohn's l\1unicipal Council Act, 1921" 
was read a second time, and it was 
ordered that it be referred to a Select 
Committee to cons1ist of Hons. the 
Prime Minister, l\'Iinister of Finance, 
Minister of Education, Mr. Bennett, 
Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vinicombe. 

Mr. Speaker appointed the following 
Select Committee to consider the ques 
GALLEY 189 
tion of Agriculture :-Hon. the Prime 
Mi11ister, · Mr. MacDonnell, Mr. Hig
gins, Hon. Mr. Halfyard, Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Speaker appointed tl1e follow
ing Committee to consider the ques
tion of Fishery Regulattons ancl the 
Herring Fisher}·: Hon. the l\Iin. or 
Justice, Mr. MacDonnell, Mr. Wials~, 
J\ir. Je11nings, Mr. Scan1mell. 

The remaining Orders of the D~y 

v;ere defer.red. 
lt was moved and seco.nded that 
' v;hen the House rises, it adjourn un-

til Tl1ursday afternoon at three of the 
cloc~k. 

·Mr. Fox gave notice· of question. 
• 

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly. 

---
THURSDAY, M1ay 11th., 1922 

1\11e Hous:~ met rat three :ot the 
clock in the rufternoon, pursuant ito 
adjc·urnment. 

I-Ion. the Prime Minister gave notice 
tl1at he would on tomorrow ask lea.ve 
to in;trioduce a Bill relating to the 
title to certain property owned a11d 
occupied by the Roman Catholic 

, 

Episcopal 1Corporation ·of St. Joh n's . 
Mr. Archibald gave notice of qu·es-

tion. 
Dr. Jones gave n.otice o·f question. 

• 
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ANSWER TO QUEST'IONS. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Asked Hor1 

the Prime lVIiniste,r, in the absen.ce ot 
Hon. the Minister of Agricultu1~e & 
Mines, if the Govern.ment gave any 
options or made other arrangem·ents 
with any parties in the 1Colo11y fo1 
the S'1tle t·o said p·arties of the pulp
wood or' pitprops cut last winter and 
the previous winter, or for part of 
the same; if S·O, to· state the terms 
and conditio·ns of such options; als!() 
if the Government rec·ently declined 

• 

to recognize such options o·n the 
ground that Mr. :Coak·er ha.d effected 
a sal.e· o·f this: material in. the ' Uniteo. 
States; if so,. to whom has he s·old 
the material, at wh~t rates, a,nd un
der what other cond.itions; also if 
it was intimated by the Hon. Ministei 
of Agricultur.e a.nd Min.es to parties 
her·e holding ,options, the machin:es 
for 1·emoving the b·ark from the wood 

, wo11ld be sent{ h.ere apd ope1rated, 
and if so, who will send them, who 
will o,perate them, a.nd who, will pay 
the cost of the same·; and also to la,) 

,• 

on the table of the House copies oi 
all corre·s.p1ondence in r·elatio,n to thih 
ma1tter, between the Prime Minister, 

' 
Minister of Agriculture, J:MJinister of 
Ma.rine and Fisheries, . a.nd a11y othe1 
parties in rega,rd to ,the· said matter. 

HON . . THE1 PRIME MINISiTEl,l,:
I hav·e not b1een able to get ful1 
particul~rs. An option was given to 
Bowring Brothers, options were also 
given to certain ·oither parties. 

MR. FOX: - Asked Hon. the Minib 
· ter of Posts and Telegraphs if it is 
correct that the B.ritish Admiralty re-

. cen,tly offered to the Newfoundlana 
Government, fr.ee 10f co·st, the Wire 
Jess Station at M'ount · Peairl, which 
pffer was refused. If so, what wa& 
the offer made and why was it re
tused; and to lay on the rtable of the 
• 

House copies ·of all correspondence be
~ween the British Admiralty, a.nd th.e 
!~ewfoundla.nd Government or any 

·\ department there of in reference 
thereto. 

· HON. 'THE PRIME MINIS.TE:R:
\-1 b·eg to table answer to· that ques~ 
tion. I may s.ay that no offer 

!was made or has been m.a.de. T'herfi 
ha.d been a offer made, b·ut . it Wah 
made. to ithe· Governor privately. The 
offe('. mle·ant iin, lsuljstanqe that we 
could get Mount Pearl for practically 
1J:othing, but we, would be unde,r cer ... 
.tain obligatio,ns ito put th·e Station in 
repair and working condition, and, it 
would be under supervision of the 
Admiralty. 

Hon. the Minister O·f Posts, and T'ele
graphs gave n.oitice that he would on 
tomorrow ask leave to introduce· a Bill 
entitled "An Act to amend the Act s 
Geo. V., ,Cap. 10, entitled "An Act re-, 
'S'pecting Stamp Duties." 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and. on motion of Ho1n. ,the Minis 
ter ot Justice, .the Bill entitled "An 
Act to fatcilitate the Reciprocal En
f,orcements of· Judgments, Ord.era 
and Awards in · Newfoundland and 
other parits of His Majesty's Do·min
ionS'," wa,s intro·duced and read a first 
time, a{nd it · was ordered that the 
sa.id. Bill be re·a.d a second time pres-
·ently. ' 

Whereupon, with unanimous con· 
sent, the Bill entitled "An Act to 
facilita(te the Reciprocal Enforcement 

· of Judgme,nts, Orders and Awards in 
Newfoundland a.nd other parts of His 
Majesty's Dominions," was read a 
second time, and it wa.s ordered thalt 
the said Bill be ref erred. to a Com 
mittee of the Whole· House on tO·· 
morro·w. 

Purst1ant to order, and on motior1 
of Hon. the Mini ter of Justice, the 
House resolved itself into a Com
mi,ttee of th·e Whole to consider th~ 
Bill entitled ''An act t10 amend .CJhap
ter 10·8 of the 1Consolidated Statutes, 
entitled "Of the Protection of' 
Animals.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Scammel took the Chalr of 1Com

mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the 1Chafr. 
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Tl1e Chairman from the .c ,ommittee 
rep.orted th3.(t they had considered the 
matte·r :to them~ ref erred,. a.nd ~ad . 
pa.ssed ithe said Bill with some amend ... 
men ts. 

On motion this· ·Repo·rt was recei'\> 
ed and adopted, and it was ordered 

. that the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Whereupon, with unanim.ous con ... 
sent the Bill entitled "An Act to am·e·nd 
·Chapter 108 of the . Consolida~ed 
Statutes, entitled "Of the Protectio·n 
of . Anim.als," was read a third time, 
a.n.d passed, and it was. ·ordered tha:t 
the s~id Bill be engrossed, ,being en- ' 
titled as above, and that iit be sent 
to the Legislative Council with a 
m·essa.ge requesting th·e concurrencb 
of that body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to· order, a.nd on motion 
·of Hon. th.e Prime· Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An. Act for the Confirmatio1, 
of an Agreement between the Gov
ernment and the Commercial Cable 
Compa.ny of New Yo·rk," was rea.d a 
~·econd time, and it was ordered .that 
the said Bill be re·ferre.d to a c ·om
mittee of the Whole House presently. 

Whereup·on, with unanimous con 
sent, the House resolved itself. irito a 
. ·Committe·e of the Whole to consider 
th·e Bill entitled "An Act for the Con
firma1tion of an Agreement 'betwee1, 
·the Go·vernment atnd the c ·ommer·cial 
;Cable Company of New York." . 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
JVIr. S·cammell took the ·C·hair ot 

Committee. 
Mr. Spea.ker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Commi,ttee 
reported that they h~d considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pass .. 
ed the s·aid Bill witl1o·ut amen.dment. 

On motion this Rep1o·rt wa.s receiv· 
ed and ado;>ted, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a. third tim·e 
presently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous con
sent, the Bill entitled "An Act for the 
Confirmation ,of an ,Agre·eme,nt be
tween the Governmen,t a.nd the Com-

• 

mercial Cable 1Company of Ne.w York," 
was read a third time and p·assed, and 
it wa.s ord·ered that the said Bill be 
engrossed, being entitled as above, and 
that it be s:ent to· the Legislative 
Council wi~h a message requesting the . 
concurrence of that body in its pro
visions. 

It was r·ea(d and seconded that when 
~he House rises. it adjourn until 
Monday next, 15th. inst., at thre·e of 
the cl1ock. . 

The Huose then adjourned accord
ingly. 

MONDAY, May 15th., 1922. 
The House met at ,three of the cloch. 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Mr. Mo·o·re ~~ve notice of question. 
Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of 

question. 
Pursuant ,to notice and leave grant

·ed, and on motion of Hon. the Minis 
ter of Posts and ·Tele·graphs, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to amend the Act ~, 

Geo. V., Cap. 10, entitled "An Act re
specting St~mp Duties" was intro
duced. and read a first time, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be read 
a second t.ime pr·ese·ntly . 

Where·upon, 'vi.th unanimous con 
sent, the House resolved itself int,o· a 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Acit to Amen~ 
the Act 5, Geo. V., Cap. 10, entitled 
"An Act re,sp·ecting Stamp Duties." 

Mr. S.peake·r left the 1Chair. 
Mr. Hib·b·s took the Chair ·of Com-, 

mittee. 
Mr. Spea.ker resumed the Chair. 

The Cha.irman from the Committee 
reported that .the:v had considered the 
matte:r to \hem r>elferredi, ;and had 

. pass·ed the s:aid Bill without amend-
ment. 

On motion ,this Report was receiv
ed and adopted, a.nd it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a third 
tin1e presently. 

Whereupon, with uha,n.imous con 
~ent, 1the Biil entitled "An ... .\ct tc, 
• 

t 
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an1end the Act 5, Geo. V., Cap. 10, 
entitled "An Act Respecting Stamp· 
;Duties'" wa,s read a . third time, and 
passed, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill b·e e·ngrossed, being entitlea 
as a,bove, and that it be sent to the 
Legislative ·Council with a. messagb. 

• 
requesrting 1the-- concurrenc·e of that 
bod)' in its provisions. 

Pursuant to notice· and lea.ve graint
ed, and o:p. motio·n of Hon. the Prim4e 

· Minister, the Bill en tit ed "An Acit re
specting certain property owned an,Ct 
occupied by th·e Roman 1Catholic 
Episcopal Corpora.tioq ·o,f St. · John's," 
w~s i11troduc,ed and read a firs,t time, 
and it was ordered that the s:aid Bill 
b·e read a. second time tomorrow~ 

Pursua.nt to ·order, an.d on motion 
of Hon. the .Minister of Justice·, the 
House resolved itself into a 1Committe~ 

of the Wh1ol·e to consider the Bili 
entitled "An Act rto fa.cilit~te the Re
ciprocal Enforcement of Judge1ments 
;Qrders and Awards in Newfoundlann 
)ind other p1arts of His !Majesty's 
Dominions." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibb·s t·ook the Chair of Com-

;mitte·e_. / 
HON. MINIS'TER OF JUSTICE:-.. 

As ~ matter of fa,ct I , e:Jplained this or1 
the second reading b·ut it is somewhat 
inve lved and I will explain it a,ga.in 
In 1917 an Act was: placed on the 
Statl1te Books called the Judgments 

. Extension Act which pr:ovided fo\. 
reciprocail . judg·ements. It wa.s base,d 
on the British Ac:t. of 1916. In 192u 

' 

the 1916 Act wa.s repealed 'and a new 
one brought into force so that 1ours 
went to the wall. The Colonial ·office 
as.ked us ,to pass one. on the 1920· basib 
and this is it, pra1ctically verbatim. It 
simply mean.s that if you recover h 

judgement h·ere ag'ainst a person in 
the United Kingdom, you ca.n take it 
there and register it and it will have . 

I 

the same effect as an a.ction there. 
~ 

HON. THE . PRIME MINISTER.-
Mr. Sp·eaker, there has been certai11 
recent correspondence · between the 

Reid Ne,vfoundland. Company and the 
Governme'nt in relation to the opera
tions of the Newfoundland rail way by 
the railway contractors which I fle
sire to lay upon the oo.ble (lf the 
House for the infor111ation of this 
House and the ·Ge·neral Ppbli'c. I shall 
rea.d the c1orrespondence. It is ::is 
follows: 

Reid Newfoundland Co., Lttt. 
St. John's, Nfld._.. 

May 3, 1922 
Hon. Sir R. A. Sq_uires, I(.C., K.C.M.G.~ 

Prime Minister~ 
Sir,-I have the hono11r to invite the 

attention of the Government to the 
serious situation regarding rail way 
operation \vhicl1 ha.s arisen as a result 
of tP..e disconti11uance of pay1nents to -
us u·nder the r·ailway operati11g agree .. 
n1ent for 1921-1922. 

When we made tl1is . agreement with 
the Government l~st year~. the· neces ... 
sity for our being supplied with the 

' 

whole $1,500,000 Wias fully explai11ed7 

and the Government agreed to furn.ish 
us with $1,000,000 during the first six 
mo~ths, and $500,000 during th.e sf.; .. 

C<)lld six n1onths, payme11ts to br--
. made semi-monthly. Our pan of fi
r1ancing and the expenditures to be 
made i11 order to operate the syste~1 
efficiently and economicrully were ful ... 
ly considered and discussed. and our 
plans were made and have bee11 car., 
ried out on tl1e basis of the p1ayment;s 
being made at the tin1e and to th~ 

amounts agreed upon. The semi-: 
• 

monthly payments due on Ap·ril 15th 
· a.rid 30th~ 1922, have been 'vithheld) 
itnd we are given to pnd~rstand that 
no further payments will be forth 
coming. The explanation is said :o 
be that Mr. Pill, the Railwa.y Auditor, 
estin1iates the loss for the ·~rear at not 
exceeding $1,250,000, the amount we 
have been paid to flate, and that the 
Auditor General has accepted this 
estimate and refused to sign any more 
el1eques for payme.n.ts on this accou11t 
In passing. I might say that we esti .. 

• 
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n1ate 'the probable loss for the J·ea1·,, 
iafter the realization of out.standings 
on June 30th . . at $1,385,000; but our 
point is t11at for the present this is 

not material. Our financi11g pla.n is 
based on the receipt of further sen1i
monthly payments during A,pril, Ma~ 
a.nd June aggregating $250,000, 
against \vhich we shall have on Ju11e 
30th, balances due . from Agents anq 
connecting car·riers, inventories 011 
hand, of the o.perating account for 
this year, before the actual loss for 
this year can be arrived at. If our 
estimate of· .the loss ·proves correct, 
there will be a surplus to the credit 
of the acco.unt, which will be1.o.ng tu 
the Government. In the meantime~ 

a.nd pending this realization, current 
expenses for pa.yrolls, supplies etc., 
have to be met, and cash must be 1.n 
the Bank to meet the cheques for 
these items. In other wo·rds, the rail-
w.ay is a going concern, and we made 
it abundantly clear to the Gover11., 
ment last yea.r that we were not pre7 

pared to finance it for the curre11t 
year unless the Q:overnment found Ufl 

$1,500,000 in cash, being the a.mou11~ 
' 

which we then estimated and sti·ll es-
timate to be the minin1um sufficie11\ 

·to see the year through. 
Furtherm,ore, we have, with tl1e 

sanction of the Government, marle 
capital expenditures to the amount o:fi 

_ $168,000 ·\Vhich are immediately pay ... 
able lJY the Government and charge-1 
able to us ·with interest, to be set oft 

t 
in 1951 aga.inst our claims under the 

· ra.ilway contracts. Pay1nent of thesf} 
acc.ounts has been withheld. from u~ 

on the strength of an allegation that 
we are indebted to the Govern1nent, 
whe·reas the facts are very much to 
the contrary. It is needless to say 
that these works would not have bee11 
undertaken b)· us except upo11 the dis 
tinct agree1nent that we should be re .. 

, 

couped for the expenditure_. none o; 
them being as a. inatter of fa.ct work~ 
which we are obliged to do under the 

., . 

railwa,y contracts. The detention 
from us of these moneys renders thEJ 
present financial situation more im·· 
possible· than ever. 

I trust that the Government will · re
alize the ·absolute necessity of paying 
us at once the amounts in arrears 

J 

and arranging for the regular se1nl-
monthly payme11ts up to June 30th., 
Otherwise payment of our payroll 
cheques wl.11 be refused when the:l 
a1·e presented at the Bank, as there 
will be no funds on han_d to meet 
them. At to-day's date we have in the 
Railway Bank Account $57,000. The 
amount of payrolls $57 ,000. The 
amount of pay1·olls accrt1ed to date . is 
$125,000, and in ac1dition amounts are 
due for coal purchased and otl1er tt 1 
e1ns. U;1Iess the Gover111nent sees fir: 
to put us ih fu11ds as i11dicated, it will 
or:ly be a matter of a very few daye 
before the Bank 'vill refuse pa} .. n1ent) 
or these cheques. 

T think that upon a considera.tion oj 
the foregoir1g the Government will un 
<lerstand that unless money is provia 
ed as arranged last year we car111ot be 
11eld to bla.me if w·e are forcecl to sua
pend operation · before June 30th. The 
responsibility in that case will rest 
'vith the Government, but I hope tha.t 
this situation will be avoided. 

I have the hon.our to be, Sir. 
17 011r obeclient serva11t~ 

H. G. REID, 
P·resident. 

Dept. of the Colonial Secretary, 
May 10th., 1922. 

St. .Tohn 's, N e'\vfo11ndlan.d 
Sir,-Your comn1unication of May 

3rd has been sub1nitted to the Auditor 
General iand Government Engineer 
a rid considered by Co1nmittee of Coun 
·cil. 

For the infor1natio1t furnished by 
your Acc()Unting Department it ap:. 
pears that the operating loss to Marcl1 
31st, 1922, does not· exceed $786,00.0, 

.• 

·and from that furnished by the At1dl-
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tor Ge1 .. eral and Government Engineer 
it appears that the· net o·p·erating loss 
as at the 31st day of March, 1922, was 
$738,957 .66. The loss which they es
timate for the months of Ap.ril~ May 
a11d June, is the sum of $385,000, ma~ 
ir1g a total loss according to their re.., 
turn, actual to the 31st day of Marci, 
a.n.d e·sti1nated from · the 31st day of 
March to the 30th day of June, 1922t 
of $1,123,957.66. 

Y1ou have already been paid 011 ac
count of actual losses incurred and tq. 
be incurred during the twelve-month 
period, the sum of $1,250,000, ·which 
payment is substa.ntially in excess ot 
tl1e total estimated loss for the perio'1 
of twelve months aJnd ver~ largely i1' 
excess of the loss sustained for thq 
period which has already exp1ired. 

In these circumstances Committer1 
of Council concurs in the opinion of 
the Auditor Ge11eral and Governmen~ 
Engineer, namely, that no furthe11 
;cash payment be made to you on ac., 
count of op~rati11g losses until you 
satisfy the Auditor General and Gov .. 
ernment Engineer that actual losse~ 

·sustained l1ave exceeded the sum ot 
$1,250,000 already paid. 

Yours very truly, 
R. A. SQUIRES, 

H. D. Reid Esq., 
President Reid Nfld. Co., Ltd., 

City. 

Reid N ew·foundland Co., Ltd. 
St. John's, Newfoundland, 

l\1:ay 11th., 1922. 
1-1011. Sir Richard A. Squires, K.C.1"1.G 

Pri-m~ Minister, 
St. John'e. 

Sir,-I have the honour to acknow-
: ledge receipt of your letter of yester
day's date, conveyin.g the repl~r of the 
Government to th~ questions raised i~ 
my letter to yo11 of the thir·d instant. 

As foreshadowed in that letter,_ the 
railway will be without funds to mee~ 
its April pa.yroll on Monday next, ~nd 
consequen.tly, we are unable to under-

take any further obligations on this 
account. Unless a mutually satis·fac
toty proposal for ian immediate ancl 
final settleme11t of all differences be .7 
tween. us can be evolved, the only 
course open to us appears to be to 
11ave recqurse to our full legal rights 
u11der the railway contracts, involv
~ng arbitration ur1der Section 101. o-tt 
the Contract of 1898. 

I 

I have the honour to be, Sir. 
Yo11r obedient servant, 

H. D. REID, 
· P·residen t. 

Colonial Secretary, 
May 12th., 1922. 

H. D. Reid Esq., 
President Reid Nfld. Co., Ltd ... 

City. 
Sii;,-~ have the honour to iacknow

}(~clge ·the receipt of your letter of yes
terday's date cor1veying the reply of 
the Reid New·fou-c.dland Company - to 
my communication of the tenth iu_ ... 
sta11t. I 11ave submJ.tted your letter to 
the consideration of Committee of 
Council. 

I desire to make it clear to vou that • 
there is no intention on~ the part of 
the Government to' revert from the Of1 
position stated to you jn my letter ofi 

• 
the tenth. 

The position as I understana It 

from the information and a.dvice g'iv
e11 by the· Auditor General a11d Gov,, 
ernn1ent Engineer is that you hav~ 

already been p·aid more than actual 
lossett payable under the 1921 Rail
way Act. 

Am I to understa.nd from vour let-• 

ter of yesterday's date that unless the 
Government immediately provides you 
with funds to fina11ce your operatio11s, 
including your April payroll, that you 
propose to immediately cease railroad 
operatio11s. 

Kindly let me hear from you defi
nitely on that poi11t so that .there may 
be no possible misunderstanding as to 

l 

' 



• 
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•)i·ou~ meaning and intention under 
your letter of l\'Iay 11th. 

,.... 

Yours very truly, 
R. A. SQUIRES, 

Col. Secreta·r~r. 

Reid Newfoundland Co.1 Ltd., 
May 12th., 1922 

Hon. Sir R. A. Squires, K.·C., K.C.M.G. 
Prime Minister, 

st. John's. 
• Sir,-In reply t.o your commun1ca-

. tion of even date I have the honou1· 
to state that owing to the gravity of 
the issues involved this Company does 
not feel that in justice to itself it car-. 
ma.ke any committment which may 
govern its 1 future conduct ir1 case tl1e 
position laid down in your communi
cation of the 10th instant is adhered 
to by the Government. 
. We desire, however, to again tnake 
it quite clear that no funds are avail
a.ble to meet our April payroll on Mo11 
day next and unless the fu11ds are pro 
videcl by the Government we ·will simp 
lv have to inforn1 ·Our erp.ployees that . . 
"ye are ·unable to pay them owing to 
monies due us by the Government not 
having bcf2-n received. Should this 
very 'un(lesirable situation arise our; 
intention is to commence p?'oceedtng~ 
to enforce our legal rights under the 
,~arious contracts. 

We have no desire, nowever, to 
adopt such drastic nleasures iand are 
still open to co11sider an).,. reasonable 
proposal for a settleme11t of all dis
putes. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedienti servant, 

H. D. REID, 

, 

Preside11t. 

St. John's, Nfld., 
May 15th., 1922. 

Tl1e IIon. Colonial Secretary, 
Sir,-The Government not 11avin~ 

complied with the requests containe<l 
in mY, letter to the Prime Minister oi 

• • 
the 3rd inst., I now have the honoui, 

to attach for the information of thq 
'Government ia copy of the notice is
sued to-day to all our railway em
ployees in accordance with my letter 
to the Pri1ne Minister of 12th instant. 

/ I have the ho11our to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

H. D. REID, 
President. 

REID NEWFiOUNDLAND 1CO., LT'D. 

St. iJohn's Nfid . 
May 15th, 1922 . 

To All Rallw.ay Employees:- · 
. We regr·et to inform you that the 
G·overnment having . failed to pay us 
the instalments due under the .operat
ting .contracts we have no money on 
hand to pay y101ur wages for April 
due tod.ay. We are taking prQce,ed· 
ings to recover the 8Jm.ount du,e us 
and you can be assured that we will 
protect your interests to the fullest 
p·ossible extent and that you will be 
paid. immediately sufficient money i~ 

received by us. 
H. D. REID, 

President. 
It is quite a~ppar·ent from this cor· 

respondence that a crisis is likel) 
to dev.elop between the Reid ·New 
foundland Compa11y .and the Govern
ment in the matter of railroad· .oper~ 

tions. 'This que·stion is o·f major im 
portanc'e, and one which should re 
ceive the consideration ·Of the Legis
latt1re a~ the earliest moment. I co·n
seq uently ask the ·concurre·nce of the 
Leader of the Opposition and thQ 
Iiouse gener.ally in waiving that rule 
of pr.ocedur·e which r·equires Notic·e 
of Motion,. and would now move that 
the House do resolve itself into Com 
mittee of the Whole to consider th(:. 

.following resoluti·on: 
"WHE'REAS from corresponden·c.e 

"tabled in this House it app'ea.rs that 
"a serious interruption in railroad 
''tr3'nsportati.on throughout the coun 
"try is imminent; 

''AND WHEREAS it is in the pub 
''li·r interest essential that at this 
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"season of the year there shold be 
''no interrupti·on in railroad services, 
"which are nece·ssary to the gener:al 

. "trade of the country; 
"BE IT RES·OLVE"D that this 

"House is ·Of opinion that in the event 
~'of any immediate interruption in 
"railroad services, His Exc:ellency 
f 'the Governor-in-;C'ouncil should t~kt. 

"over an.d operate· the railway system 
"of the ·C·olintry, with all its appurten
"ances, pending further proposals to 
"this House; and should ta;ke such 
"steps a.s it ma.y · consider necessary 
"fo.r the maintenance of railroaa 
''oper;ations essentiaJI in .the public 
''interes·ts." 

I do not suggest that this resolution 
should .be voted upon at this sittin~. 

but . I de·sir·e to submit it to the C·Om.
n1itte·e for consideration and ·debate. 

By unanimous vote the House there
upon resolved itself into a Con1 
mittee of the Whole. Mr. Speaker 
left the Ch~r. The 1Chairman ot 
Committees took the Chair of Com
mittee of the Wh·ole. • 

HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTER:-
Mr. ·C'hairman, it will be rememb·ereC! 
that in the summer of 1920 the· Reid 
Newfoundland Company informed the 
Government that they were financially 
unable to continue railway op~rationa. 
They alleged that their capital had 
been so impaired by losses on rail. 
road operating ~ccount during re~ 

c·ent years that they were unable to 
continue. As a result of these re
presentations the Railway ·Commissi9n 
of the fiscal year 1920-21 wa.s 3'ppoin:t
e1J. That Commission consisted 01 

' 
certain representatives of the Reid 
N e'vfoundland 1Company and , cer . 
tain r·epresentatives of the Govern
ment. The arra;ngement ·entered into 
011 that o·ccasion was as follows: 

Copy of .Minute· of Executive Council 
Da.tied August 5t11, 1920. 

W,her·eas the Reid Newfoundland Co. 
11 nve intim~t;ad to the ~Governn1ellt 
that they are unable to continue 

operation of the R·eid railway system 
throughout( the C·ount.ry; 

And Whereas it is in the public in
terests th.at the railway system should 
be operate·d and that railroad facilities 
be improved; 

The Deputy Colonial Secretary is 
~uthoris_ed to forward to the Reid 
Newfoundland Company the follow
ing · letter which has be·en dra.fted b} 
His Majesty's Attorney General, the 
Hon. W. R. Warren, K.·C., and ap
proved by the Executive Council: 

August 5th, 1920. 
"Sirs,-Following uyon the negotia 

tions recently held betwe·en your 1Co., 
a.nd a s .U.b..,Committee of the Executive 
Council, I have the honour to submit 
to you for your confirmation the fol
lowing proposa;ls of the Government 

' 

for th·e oper·ation of the ra.ilro.ad sys-
tem :of tl?-e Colony:- ' 

1. The railroad system shall bt 
operated by a Commission to c·onsist 
of six persons, three to b1e appointed 
by th·e Governor-in-'C·ouncil, and three 
by the Reid Newfoundland Company. 

2. To improve the pr·esent con
dition of the traick the Governme·nt 
will provide such splice bars or fish 
plates as may be recommended by the 
C'om1n!iJssion, {but the ,sa;d ~ars ·Ol 

plates shall be put ·on and ajfixed to 
the rails at the· expense of the Reid 
l\Jewfoundland 1Company. 

3- For the purpos·e of increasiI;lg 
and improve the rolling stock and 
equipment of the system the Com
mission will provide the following: 
6 Engines, 50 Flat Ca.rs, A. freight ter-· 
minal at St. John's West, A freight 
terminal at P·ort aux Basque·s. 

4. T'he ·cost of the last mentioned 
rolling . stock and equipment will b'l., 
met by the ·Government but th€:> 
amoltnt thereof will be charged to the 

.. 
Reid Newfoundland C·ompany with in .. 
terest at 6 per cent. pe·r annum from 
date of payment rund the cost ot 
raising the mon·ey. 

5 While nothing herein shall he 
construed a.s any admission by the 
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Government of any claim wha,tever 
on the part of the Reid Newfoundland 
Company against• the 'Government, 
now or hereafter, the · ~mount so 
charged against the Reid N·ewfound
land ·Company as mentioned in para· · 
graph 4 he·reo , will be set off against 
any claims which the 1Company may 
legally have against the ·Government 
for improvements or otherwise· under 
existing co·ntracts. 

6 The Government will be re
sponsible for any loss sust~ined by 

r the Commiss:i·on on ·the operation ot 
'the railroad system, exceeding the sum 
• 

of $100·,000, the Reid Newfoundlano 
Company being responsible for any 
'loss up to but not exceeding that 
' 
ia4mount 

7.. T1his arra.ngement re·fe·rs to ann 
, deals with the railway system of the , 
: Company only, and not to the oper~-
tion of its steamer·s (except th·ose 
pl:ring direct between Ne·wfoundland 
·and Canada) or afnY o·ther br·anch of 
the undertaking ·of the Compa.ny. 

8. A~y member of the· 1Commision 
'shall have full access to1 3'nd the right 
to inspect and take extracts from all 
boo·ks, papers, documents, etc., o·f thb 

I Company, rel~ing to the past Ol' 

present operation of the railway, and 
all amounts .charged, or to be cha.rge·a 
against railway operating ·expenses, 

:rund to audit the books ·of th·e Company 
• 
in so far as any debit or credit re·
.laltes tO! the ·operation of the railway 
system as defined in paragraph 7 
her·eor. 

I 

tion of the Company or the Govern 
nlent unde·r any such c1ontra,cts. 

10. S·hould the r·olliBg stock and 
equipment provid·ed for in paragraph 
3 hereo·f not be· completed .at the ex
piration of the ew·elve· months herein 
mentioned, the 1Commission herein 
provided sh.all continue in existenc·e 

I 

for the purpose o·f supe·rvising the 
pr.ovision and erection of such rollin~ 
stock and equipment unless otherwis1~ 

agreed. 
11. In the event of the President 

and--o·r Vice-Preside·nt of the Reid 
·Newfoundland Company acting upon 
the Commission, he or they shall ~ct 
without s.ala.ry as shall any member 
of the Executive 1Council appointed as 
a Commissioner. 

I harv·e to ask you to be good enough 
to confirm these proposals. 

I have the honour to -be, 
Sirs, 

Your o.bedient servant, 
(S,i.gned) Arthur Me:ws, 

Deputy c ·olonial Secretary . . 

Mlessrs. Reid Nfid 1Co., 
City. 

The Honourable W. F. C'oake·r, Min
ister of Marine and Fish·eries is a1P-

* pointed as a represe·ntative o·f the . 
EXecutive Administration of the said 
:railroad 1Commiss'ion; Mr. T. A. Hall, 
Government Engineer, to the second 

.Povernment represent~tive on thE:J 
said 1Commission . 

The ope·ration of the railway by the 
Rail w.~y 1Commission t 1ermin.ated on 
the 30th, day of June: 1921. Prior tu 
.the termination of the arrang·ement 
the Reid Newfo·undland c ·o., agai11 in
timruted to the Go.vernment that it 
~would be imposible for them ·to re-

9. This arrangell\ent will continue 
'in effe,ct for ·one year from the last 
day of July, 1920, and it must be 
clearly understood that 'this a.rrange. 
ment, or any other arrangement ar
rived at at the presernt time and a.ny. 
thing done under ~ny such arrange
ment shall be absolutely without pre ... 
j11dice to the rights and liabilities of 
eith~r party under ·existing contracts 
and nothing done he·reunder shall in 
any WatV affect the pre.sent legal posi· 

. sume operation of the ra:ilway on their 
own a.cco·unt. The services· o.f ·Sir Geo. 
Bury w·ere secured temporarily. Sir 
George is the e·x-vice-president of the 
C.P.R. He visited Newfoundland and 
reported to the Government in con .. 
nectfon with railway operatio·n,s. That 
report was as follows: 

, 
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H·on. Sir Richard A. Squires, K.1C.M.G., 
Prim·e Ministe·r, 

St. John's, Nfid. 
St. John's, Nfid., 

29th, June, 1922. 
Dear Sir,-I have made a study of 

~ the railway situation in Newfound~ 

· land, as desired by you, and my sug
g·estions are, 

That- a contract be entered into fior 
one ye,ar, fr·om the 30th, June 1921, 
'vith the Reid Nfld Company to oper~te 
your railway, without prejudice tu 
former agreements. 

·That the Reid Nfld. C1ompany be re
quired to o·perat·e the railway with 
the utmost economy, consistent with 
safety and reasonable s1e·rvice. 

That a ca.pable ge·ne·ral manager be 
a.ppointed by the Reid Newfoundland 
Co., to 10p~r~te the railway and th.at 

' the appointment :b·e subject to your 
approval. 

That a commission of three be form· 
led with the powers ·of the 1Canadian 
Rail,vay1 1Commission where such pow· 
rers would conflic·t with ~ny a.greeme·nt 
existing between the Governm·ent and 
the Reid Newfoundland :C'ompany. Thi::, 
commission to deal with all public 
utilities in addition to the railway. · 

That expenditures on c·apital ac
count be m.ade only upon the written 
sanction of the Government and that 
these w·orks be paid for whe·n c·om
pleted upon a certificate from th.e 
Government Engineer. 

The railway since 1904 to date has 
co·st to operate, five and three qua1rte:r 
million dollars more than the railw:a) 
earned. ·Of this amount, 1one million 
six hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
was lost during the past ye-ar when 
the railway was operated by the 
Com1nis~ion appointed by th.e Govern
ment and one million, thre·e hundred 
and thirty-five th·ousand, ·one hundred 
and seven dollars and fifty-five cents 

' 
thP :y·ear pre·vious. 

During the year ending with. thi~ 

month wages of employees were in
crea.sed, rolling sto·ck shop force , 

I 

mai11tenance m.en and porters on the 
30th Jun·e last, engineers and fireme·n 
at the e11d ·Of Se1ptemb·e·r and thb 
station staff and trainmen at the e·nd 
of the year. 

The officers of the railway estimat
ed that the loss on. the co·ming ye·ar's
opera;tions will be over tw·o millions 
of dollars. 

The earnings are falling and th·e 
railway's traffic offfcers place the 
decr·eas1e to be expe.cted ait almost hall. 
the present receipts. I believe their 
estimates is too pessimistic and hav·b 
made my calculati1ons on a more· hope 
ful outlook. 

To o·perate the railway at the mini~ 

mum cost, consistent with safety ann 
reaEonable service, certain changes in 
op.erations must follow, which have, 
been pl~ed before the Reid Nfid. Co .• 
in the f,orm of suggestions. 

/ That th·e Government agree t'O pa' 
the actual los·s from ope·rating the 
rail,vay during the coming year but 
that should the loss ·exceed ·one ana 
a half million d1ollars that such e·x-

, cess should be borne by the Reid 
f 

Nfld. 1Company. 
·The very large expenditure that wab 

pro·posed, to place 11ea:vier rails ·on ·thb 
line, should b·e deferred. T'he ra.ils ·On 
the Fortune Bay branch (never oper
ated) , should be take·n up and used 
for replacing worn rails. 

For · 3' number of years to come the 
ra.ils at present on your railway will 
1tns,w;1er .by anchoring them either b)· 
s·ubstituting angle bars f·or the fish . 

· plates how in use, by rail anchors 01 

~by slotting tl1e rails at the ends to 
·hold the joint on the tie~ I recommend 
that th.e rails be slotted, which can 
be cI,one cheaply as they lay ·a:nd that 
only sufficient angle b·ars for one 
hl1ndred miles of track be purchasea 

r 

to substitute fish plates ·on swamps 
·a.nd such plac·es where the most diffi
. culty is experienced in preventing the 
rails running. _ . 

A series of light snow sheds) 
through the side hill to the extent of 
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about a mile should be constructea 
' west ·of Avo·ndale. Much delay , to 

traffic avoided and economy will re
sult. 

So soon as money is a1vailable, a 
coaJ · handling pla.nt should be erected 
at Argentia. ·One suitable to the 
present and prospe,ctive tonnage to b1b 

tr an sf erred. ~ 

If Y·OU 8.lre unable to enter into a 
• 

"no charge for interest or de,precia
"ti·on shall be included." 

In view of the advice which the Gov 
ernn1ent had received to the effect . ' 

tl1at the loss for the year could 11ot be 
less than a mill ion d.ollars, and In 
view ·Of the representations made to 
the Governm ·nt by the Reid ' New-

' ' foundland Company that it was neces 
' . 

sary for them to purchase a quantity 
contract with the Reid · Nfid. · Co., ·or 
believe it undesirable to do so, there 
is only operation by the Government 
le·ft. In vi·ew · of the unfor.tunate· re
sults which have c·ome from the· Gov
ernment operation of · railways in 
Canad~ the United States, Great 
Britain and elsewhere I ima.gine you 
'vould prefer to go some lengths be
fore 'embarking upon such an unde1 . 

of coal and 1 

10 her supplies for winter 
operations, the Government agreed 
that they should be paid a total of a 
million dollars on a.cc,ount of ·actual 
operating losses during the. period of ' 

time ·during whic'h it would be neces
sary for .them to n1iake lar,ge purchase 
of supplies cov·ering the whole yea·r•s 
op.eration. I 

'. taking. 
During the early part of April th~ 

Audito:r' General 1nade a report to the 
Yours truly, Government that the amount of mo-
GEO·RGE BURY. ney which tl1e Re1id Newfoundland Co. 

The Reid · Newfoundlwnd .company had received to that date was the totaJ 
estimated the railway operating losh f $1 250 000 H I ·t d tl t o , , . e a so repor e . 1a 
for the fiscal year 1921-22 at ,appr·oxi~ he estimated the loss on ra1lw1ay op-
ma.tely $2,000,,000,00. The position erating acco11nt to the 30th day or 
taken by·~ s,ir George Bury W84S that it June, 1922, w·ould be 1n the 11eighbour 
sh .. ould not in any event exceed 1,500,- $ l1ood of . 1,123,000. Fro1n the return.~ 
000.00, a.nd if there were a.n ·efficient of the Reid Nfld. Co., it was alJlindant 
management it was his opiniop. that it ly . clear that the total loss for the 
might po·ssibly be reduced to $1,00·0,- year on o'perating account coulcl not 
000.00. T'he wh·ole matter wa,s theri. a1nount to ·the sum of $1,500,000. J• 
submitted to the Legislruture a11d the 

was also clear from the figures of the 
Act 12 ·Geo .. V. ,Cap. 16 entitled "An Reid Newfoundland Co., and. form thq 

j · Act to Provide ·for th·e 1 
1

Temporary · figures of tl1e Auditor Gener1al's De-
Operatlon of the Newfoundland .Rail-

pa.rtment that the amount of $1,250.
way" was passed. Section 4 o·f the 

000 paid on ·acco11nt of actttal Iosse~. 
Agreement '\\~hich forms the Sch.edule 
to the Act reads as follows: for a period of twelve months was not 

011lv in excess of the Aud5.tor ·Gener-"The Gove·rnment sha.111 pay th~ ·· 
al's estimate of losses for the entire "actt1al loss of · operating the Rail--

"way during the term of th,is Agree- year, but was very largely in exces~ 
of the esti1nate of both. the Reid New"me,nt, provided that sho,uld such los~ 

"e·xceed the sum. of One and One·-halt foun·d1ar1d Co;mpany and the Auditor 
"million dollars such excess sha.Il be General's Departrnent for th1~t portion. · 
"b·orne by the 1Company. The pa.y~ of the year which. had expired. ·TJnder 
"m·ents by the Governm'ent as afore· these cir·cumstances the Government 
''said shall be made in sucli. manner as accepted the report · and tt<!vtce of the 
"may . be agreed upon betwe~n. th~ Auditor General a11d Government En
"parties hereto. In computing t,he · gineer ancl, declined to make a.ny fur-
0 1 1 f t• tl R ·1 ther pay1nent to the Reid Newfound-. a1ct11a. oss o . opera ing 1e a.i way 

j 

• 

• 

• 
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land Con1pany o:i account of actual 
,losses on operati11g acc,ount. The re
sult is the corresponde1\ee w!ltcn. I 

11ave already_ read for the infor1natior 
of the H<luse. 

The Reid Company claims that tl1e~ 
cannot carry 011 railroad operations 
unless the Government underta.kes to 
finance them in their operiations, en
tirely irrespective of actual opera!
i11g losses. They admit that · tbe 
amount that thev have bee.n paid un .. . -
der Sectlor~ 4 of the Scheclute or last 
year's Act is sulJstantially in excess 
of the a.ctt1al operating losses to thts 
date, but ask the Government to fl , 
11<1nce tl1em in th.eir operatio11s for the 
year to such amo11nt a.s they require . 
for the purpose of cart•yirtt";" on t'h e 
rail":ray, They st1ggest that ar1 ac · 
count should then be taken as at the 
HOth day of .Tµne. and such Rums of 
inoney as the Government had ad
vanced them over a11.d above actua~. 

operating losses 'vould be a debt due 
by them to the Colony. The Rous~ 
can fully appreciate the fact tl1at the 
Government could not under any ctr
cumstan ces consider such a proposi · 
tion. Under the R.,ail,vay Commissto~, . 
(Jperations of the. ~rear 1920-21 it wae 
agreed that. the Reid New·foundland. 
Co., _should pay $100~000 of the operat 
ing loss for the yea:r. The Reid New·
f oundland Comp,any has not paid that 
money. When on the first clay or July 

. ' 

the Reid Newfoundlan.d Company re ... 
sumed operation in accorctan.ce wttb 

the agreement of last year the.v were 
handed over certain property belong
i11g to the Raiiway Commission, f<)r 

• 
which they were to pay a certain 
a1nount, which sum has not been paid 
At the present time the Auditor Gen
eral has a claim against the Reid Nfld 
Co., to an amou11t exceeding $500,000 
The Jieid Nfld. Co. hav.e been pressed 
for the pa)rment of this money. They 
have not p,aid, their reply being that 
they have contra accounts iand .court
ter-claims. They have been pressec1 

to furnish their contra accounts an{ 
counter-cla.ims, but a period of ten 
months has elapsed a.nd these have 
not yet. been fur11ished. Under these 
circumstances, the Government could 
not concur in the propositio11 submit-· 

' 

ted t<J them by tl1e Reid Newfound-
land Con1pany, namely, that the Gov·
ernment would fina)tlce the a,peration~ 

of the Reid Newfoundla11d Company 
to the 30th day of June, entirely irre
~pective of actual operating losses, a~ 
authorised to be paid at the tast ses: 
sion of the Legislature ·and depend up 
Oii getting the money back from the 
Reicl Newfoundland Company afte1 
the expiry of the present year. The 
wording of the resolution sets forth 
the position as I judge it to be from 
the correspondence tabled. As to 
'vhat develop.ments there may be "'itl1 
i11 the course of the next few days it ls 
impossible for me to predict. Re
lationships between ,the Reid Nfld. C<J 
a.nd the Gove.r11ment are of exceeding
l~r complicated nature. There is the 
1R93 co11tract, the 1.898 contract, the 
1901 contract, the Act of 1904 whic11 . 
affects certain Reid Nflcl. Compa.n.:v 
lands, the branch railw,ay · contracts 
of 1910. 'l,he hor1ourable the Le;ade1~ 

of the Opp,osition who has contin11-
ously occupied a seat ln tll!s Ch·a1nber 
for more tha,n a qt1arter of a. century 
is intimately acquainted with all thes'? 
various co11tracts. 1-Ie ha.s acti.vel~1 

supported or actively opposecl everv 
railroad contriact, whether for rail
road construction ,or railroad opera
tio,n during that period of time, and 
conseq_ue11tly has a perso11al intimate 
knowledge of the whole sitl.1ation. T 
feel that it is patent to every person 
that the Reid Newfoundla.n.d Con1pan~~ 
can 110 longer cor!tinue as r;a~lroad, 

steamship and express co111pany opera 
' t9rs in this c,ountary . If this House 
a.grees with me in that opinion, then 
the tin1e for action is the present. ' 
·a.m convinced that it is not in the in
terests of this country that the peo-

• 
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ple of the countr~r shou(d pra.ctically 
finance railroad operations when \ they 
llave no practiCk.-:il control over the effi · 
cient and ec.onom.ical .management of 
transportation operations. The policy 
of letting railw·ay c·ontractors run a 

. ' 

tra.nsportation -system on the under~ 

standin·g that whatever money theY; 
lose is paid by the Colony ts 

1
one tha.J 

oonnot be adopted as a. permane11t rail 
road programme. As a te·mporary ex
pedient that ha.s been necessary, b1)' 

now that the Governmen.t ha~ re~son
ably accu.ra.te information with re
spect to the entire railroad situatto:::, 
and has a ciapa.ble manager avaiJabJe 
for the purpose of the conduct of the 
operations for the . immediate present 
tl1is situation should not be permitted 
to continue longer. 

The question of the future of trans
l)Ortation in this country .is a matter 

. which far transcends ques.tions of 
Party politics. A year· a.go I ·gave for
mal notice· of a motion for the ap-, I 
point111ent of a. Select Con1mittee of 
this E:ouse t,o consider the railroad 
program1ne. That Notice of Motio11 re 
mained on the Order Paper for weel{S 
(Jn a number of occasions I llrought 
it to the attention of the House, and it 
was to me a. ver)" great disappoint
ment that my honorable friends oppo
site absolutely declined. to in a11y way 
identify themselves. ·with a Select com 
inittee for the purp·ose of a study of 

t the railroad . problem. lTnder these 

• 

circumstances the motion was with
dra vvn. I wo·uld like to again ·call at ... 
tention to the great desirability of co 
operation a.s bet,veen all parties in 
this House on this vitally important 
problem. I 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-We will 
not help you. We will see· you in hell 
first. f 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.--· 
I see two alternatives and two a.Iter
i11a,tives only. (1) Eith.er some settle
ment must be arrived at with the Reid 
Nfld. Co. under which the Newfound-

land Government takes over such as
ets of the Reid Newfoundland C10., as 
are esse11tial to supplement the Gov- . 
ernment owned portions of the trans
portation services and .make pra.ctical"' 
-operatio11 possible, and at the sam!'IJ 
tim.e finally dispose of 1all difference~ 
and disputes as between the Reid Nfld 
Co. and the Government in the mat).. 
ter 01f numerous claims which the 
Gover11ment may have against. the 
Reid Newfoundland Company or those 
which the Reid Newfoundland Com
pany ma.y have against the Goverr1-
ment. S11ch a course w·ould absolute .. 
Iv free Newfou11dl1and of the ltetd Ntld .. . 

Company as transportation co11tr·oll-
ers and contractors, pla.cing all their 
transportation assets into the hands 
of the Government, wipe out all con
tingent possible liability one way or 
the other and put the Newfoundland 
Government in a position to t'leal \V1th 
the tr1ansportation system of the Col
ony as a public asset. (2) T'he otheJ1 
alternative is to tal\:e possession of the 
transportation facilities so as · to pre
vent a, cessation of transportation op
erations vitally essen.tial in th·e in
terests of the Colony , and embark on 
such litigation ias may be nece·ssary to 
have an a.uthorative declaration of 
. -

the legal posit.ion between t'ne ·Re~<l 
Nfld Company an~ the Governmer1t or ( 
tl1e multitude of points wh.ich are i11-
volved and an adjustmer1t by arbitra
tion or oth.erwise of all ctalm8 out-
s tandi11g on both sides. These a.re the 
t'vo ialternatives as I see· them, and it 
·is for each i11dividl1al i11ember of this 
J-'egislatl1re to gtve tl1is matte1· thr 
lnost careful and delibe1rate conAider
ation. 

I11 vie~ of .the possibility of litigc-t-· 
ti on jt is quite impossible to disclos -
confidential docu1nents, legal opinions 

' and the .basic facts upon 'vhich tl1b 
1 

claims of the Govern1nen.t against t11e 
Reid Nfld. Co. or the defence of th~~ 

Government to claims ·by the Rei~1 

Newfoundland · Co1npany would be . 

• 
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founded. Realising the d1ftict1lt po
sitio11 i11 which the leading mem 1Jers 
of the Oppositio:i would find the1n
selves in coming to a conclusion in 
Ct)11nection with s11ch matters unless 
the:r.,. had complete access to such in
for1natio11 as have the members of the 
Executive Governrr1ent, I make the 
suggestio11 which I made last year, 
Ilamely, that a Select Committee of 
tl1e House be constituted, tne Opposi
tion bei1tg represented on that Co1n-
111:ttee by their leading ine11, so that 
every detai.l in co11nection with the 
".-hole matter miay be before ther11 just 
a.s fully and clearly as they are before 
the men1bers of the Executive (}overn
ment. 

' 

SIR MICI-IAEL CASHIN-This ls 

your job. It is rtot our bt1si11ess to 
h elp you out. 

• 
I-ION. ".rI-IE PRIME MINISTER.-

I will repeat what I have already said, 
tl1is is a matter in which political as
sociations and rela.tionships do not . . 
!)lay .. "111}- p·art, and I am firmly co11-
, ,.!nced that it is in. the best interests 
of the country that they should not 
e11ter into any consid·eration of this 
problem. 

There are two things up·on which I 
{ 

feel sure:-
• First, that the Reid Nfld. Co. shc>uld 

no longer be permitted by this Legis
lature to spend a million and a half 
dollars of public money a11nuatly, and 

• 
Second, that the Newfou.ndland · rail-

• 

\Vay must n.ot be permitkd to ultiin1ate 
~Y become a public utility\Qpera~ed un 
der Government control· either direct 
ly or i11directly. 

" I feel that , in this programme I 
hav~ the sup·port of every member or 
this House, Government, Op·p·osition 
a11d Indepe·nde!1t alike, and I feel co11 
vinced that. the magnitude of this prob 
lem is such as to not only jt1stify but . ~ 

make i1nperative that tl1e whole · situ. 
ation should · be· dealt with by us' as a 
body representative of the people of · 
Newfoundland, e11tirely · irrespective 

• 

of wheth~r the majority vote of .any 
constituency in the year 1919 was in 
suppo·rt of the present Governme11t o· 
in support of th.e present Opposttton. 
The successful 11andling of this mat
ter is as vital to the financial and tn
dustrial interests of Newfoundland as 
\Vas the success of our Empire and 
our Allies in the 1Gr·eat War ne·cessa,try 
for the ·protectio11 of the principles of 
f1en1ocracy 1and justice for which OUl' 

E.mpire a.nd, our .. t\llies fought. It j ,. 

consequently just as imperative t·o-'d.ay 
that on this tl'1.e most important p~ob
lem which ha,s faced our countr} 
since Responsible Government there 
should 'be a.n earnestness of effort. 
breadth of vision and careful deliber
a.tion of conduct in a non-partisa11 
spirit, having regard only to the gen-, 
er;al welfare of the Colony, as it was 
that there should be a t1nanimity of 

\action a.s between the Allied Forces 
<i11ring the years of War. 

. I have submitted this resolution to 
the House at this moment, not that I 
a.sk that the vote be taken ttpon it this 
afternoo11, because the res·olution 'in i.t 
self this week I cannot predict, but 
I do feel tha.t this , the earliest mo·
n1ent, should be taken in which to lay 
before this Ho11se the situation ::.ts it 
is, · and a.s developments take place 
from da.y to-da)r the House "\.Vill be 

informed: 
HON. PRIME MINIS:T·E,R:-Witb 

the unanimous · permission of the 
House, Mr. S·pe1aker, I would like to 
malre some observations in connection 
with this c·orrespond·ence. · The letter 
of May 3rd. paragraph 1, states 1the 
a.greement between the Government 
and the Reid N·ewfoundland Co., was 
to advance the1n 1 1-2 millions during 
the year, a million to Dec. 31st., and 
$500,00·0 from Jan. 1st to June 30th .. 
irresp·ective of los:ses and for the pur
pos·e of fina.ncing. There was no such 
agreement. The a,greement as con· 
tained la.st year under the Act was to 
pay actual losses up to and not e~ 



' 

442 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCBEDINOS 

ceeding 1 1-2 millions. On~ million 
was paid ito the· 31st of December on 
account of losses incurred and to be 
incurred. In February the accounts 
were examin·ed and it was found the 
losses were not likely to· approach 
1 1-2 milli1ons. The Government con
sequently finding the Rail way over-

, paid, d.iscontinued paying ~nd declin- · 
ed to make any payments for April 
till the Auditor-General a.nd the Go·v
ernme·nt were s~tisfied as· to what the · 
actu~l losses w·ere. It ap·pears ac- J 

cording to .their own returns the· loss
es for the 9 months: ending Nov. 31st., 
were $786,000. That amount is dis
puted :by the 1Government Audit Dept. 
and th·e Government Engineer wh<> 
certified the loss as $786,956.66. 'The 
contenti,on of the Government is that 
.und·er Sec. 4, of the Act the Govern
ment is a.uthorized to pay actual 
losses but not to make P8iYment on 
1922 account of any la,rge sum fo1 
financing purposes which sum the)' 
:would have to collect. 

11\f.R. HI1GG INS :-As I take it from 
the , cor-respondence it was agreed tu 
!nake pa.yment in two sums. Wa'I:; 
there any further agreeme·nt. 

HON. PRIME MINIS·T·ER:-The 
• 

Reid Newfoundland 1Co., approacheo 
.the Governm·en t a.n.d submitted that 
they wanted to b·ring in sup·plies·, coal 
~a;rs etc., to which the ·Government 
saict alright, we give you a mil A 

lion in installments. The Government 
to·o·k the position that the loss wouln 
not be less than a .million and ,thought 
ft could be paid up to Dec·ember. 

The Reid Nfld. ·co., claim that under 
the contra.ct we are liable, not only 
nor the actiual los·ses ;incurred :in 
operation., · b·ut for the financing of th~ 
system its.elf. 

The second point of the letter of 
May 3rd., is the $168,.000 which th& 
Reids claim is d.ue them by the Gov-, 

~rnrnent. The paragraph dealing with 
this reads as f.ollows: "Futhermore, 
we have, with the s·anction of th~ 
Governm:ent~ made capita.I -expend·! ~ 

ture~ to th.e· amount of $168,0·0·0 which 
are immediately pay~ble by the Gov-

l. ernmenit a.nd chargeable to us with' in . 
te·r·est, to be set o.ff in 1951 against 
our claims under the railwa.y con 
tr~t." 

If that sum were· due the Reid Ne·w
foundland Co., from the ·Government 

·I pres:ume it would be under section 
. 3 of th·e contract which provides that 
jcalp;ital e·xpendftu1r.es ?:na.y . be 'made 
1.vhen authorized by the Government 
.to be · p~id back by th.em an.d charge
~ b le to the Reid Newfoundland C'o., 
to be paid at the expiry of the con
tract. The Government E:ngine·er re
•ports , __ howev·er, that this sum is to b1e 
divided into two amounts, one of 
\Vhir.h ha,s n.othing wha.te·ver ito do with 
the 1921 contract but relates to the 
Argentia terminal and is chai-geable 
by the Ra.ilway 1Com_pa.ny to the· Rail
'vay Commission. This amount of 
$80,:000 is due by th·e Railway 1Com
mission ,but on the ·other hand the 
Reid Newfoundland Co., owe the Rail 
waJy . Commission $517 ,00!0 which they 
11ave been unable to collect. When 
on July 1st., .the Railway 1C·ommission 
ceased to ·exist there wa,s outstandin~ 
against the Reid Npd ·Co., this amount 
of $517,00·0. The Rej.d Newfoundland 
Co,, sa~y that their claim against the 
Railway Commission is fo·r depreca 
tion of the line of railway, despitb 
the fact that the J:lailwa.y 1Commission 
during their time in charge· of the 
system spent more money on im
provements and repadrs to the· line 
than wa.s ·ever spent by the Reid. Nfld. 
Co., for the same purpose. Howev.er, 
the Government E·n,gineer has i11sis
tent1y demanded particulars of · this 
~lain1 but up to the prese·n1t time they 
have not be eh forithcoming but in th~ 
meantime th·e amount has been credit 
ed against the $517 ,000 and a credit 
vot1cher has been given the 
Reid Newfoundland Comp,any. Wi1th 

"respect to the second . am,ount 
of $80,000, pa.rt 10f that may possibly 
be due but ~n exce·edingly com-

, 

i 
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plica.ted account covering maintenance 
salaries, et., will have to be gone into 
before this can be verified. 'T'he gov
ernment Engineer has reported that 
the Reid Nfld .co., had charged up th'" 
salc1ries of their o:wn \se,ction me·n 
operating on pa,rts of the road with 
whicl1 the Commission had nothing 
'vl1a,tever t·o do and therefore the ·Gov ... 
ernment E.nginee·r refuses to r·ecog
nize this claim. ·This !'eaves a sm.all 
portion of this $80,00·0 which may or 
n1ay not haive to be pa.id. 

This brings us to the lette,r of the 
C1olo11ial Secreta.ry to the Pre·sident ot 
t!1e Reid Nfld Co., of date May 10th. · 
Tha,t was written after elaborate ex. 
~minati.ons of the accounts by thE::i 
Auditor-General, Mr. Pill the Govern
ment Engineer. On receipt of the let
ter of lVIay 3rd, I sent c,opies of it to 
Mr. Burteau and Mr. Flail and I after 
\vards conferred with them and with 
a Committee of c .ouncil a,s a result . 
of which conferences I drafted the 
letter of lVIay 10th. So as to make 

. n,bs,0Jt1tely sure that the figure.s quoted 
in tl1e letter were correct and that the 
position b,ad be.en ma.de perfectly clear 
T sent copies of the drafted letter tc. 
Mr, B11rteau and Mr. Hall and ga.vb 
then1 ample time· to consider it fulI~r , 

I ma.y .be p~r,mitted, Sir, to· read thal 
letter again. 

1 

<R·eads letter of :Mlay 10th.) 
It will be seen by that that whilb 

the Reid N:fld Co's., accounts showecL 
a loss on operation of $786,'000 up to 
the end of March, the information 
furnished b·Y the Auditor-,Genera1 
places the ~mount at $738,000. The 
Reid Nfld. ,Co., then intimated to the . ' 

Government that th·ey would have n·o 
fund8 on l\'Ionday with which to pay 
tb.e .salaries fo·r April. The situation 
wa,s further consid.ered by the· Audito 
G-eneral a•nd the Government to make 
$Ure that the facts were as ha been 
s·et forth in my letter of May l ·Oth., 
and as a result of furth.er confer .. 
ences be.tween the Auditor-Genera.I 
anc1 the Government · Engineer and 

myself and with 1Committee of Council) 
· the letter o·f May 12th., was forwa.rde<l 
' 
the Presid·ent of the Reid Nfld, Co. · It 
will be noted that while their letter 

.' of l\1ay 11th., stated that the 1Co1np,any 
were "with~out funds to meet the 
April p·aY roll and co·nsequently were 

, unable to undertake any further 
, obligations on this account," a care

ful examination of the contents of the 
· letter shows that while they w·ere not 

"'.vill :ing to go ~head, . ,they were not 
J1ecessarily defa.ulting. T·herefore, S·O 

that I migl1t be in a positio,n to inform 
tl1e Leg'isl'ative wh·en it met to dis
cttss the matter just what the position 
was,, my letter of May 12th., was 
written in which I requested them as 
clearly as I could co·mmand E·nglish 
to do it to state itheir position. That 
letter was as follows: 

The reply to that letter, also ,of 
May 12.th., was a carefully worded 

~ . 
legal document and states: 

Th ere as b·een no other corre-. . 

spondence befween the Reid Nfid. 1Co., 
and the Government except the letter 
enclosing a copy of ,the notice posted 
at the Company's offices to-day in
formi11g the employees that they were 
unable to pay th·e April salaries owing 
to the failure of the _Government to 

" forward the amount due them. 
Apart . from the legal position in

vol,red, a legal positi·on which, being 
m)~self a l~wye:r sufficiently acql1aint-· 
ed wiith contract laws to appreciate 

. the multitudinous legal disputes that 
might arise out of a matter of thib 
s·ort, I forsee is fraught with n.t1mer -
ous difficulties ~nd contentions·, w·e 
have to face the immediate and 
practical issue, namely that of avoid
ing a complete tie·-up of the ·railwa.y. 
As t·o whether the trains will go out 
to-morrow or not I do not know. 
Whether or not the men will b·e S'atis .. 
fied to C10·ntinue working without 
having rec·eived their pay I do not 
know but that we as a country should 
be prepared to prevent a paJrtial dis-

·~ locatio,n of trade by the failure of the 
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contractors to run tl1e railway there 
can be n.ot the sligh,test d·oubt. l 
would therefore ask the Ho·us·e to con
sider a Resolution which I have· pre
pared and which will, in the event 
of the cessation 10·f opera,tions by the 
Reid Nfld. Co., empower the Gov·ern-; 
ment to take over and operate th,e 
railway. 

' 

To ~':lllow the system to close down 
at this particular season of the year 
when there are many people in the 
City who want to get to the outports 
and many peopl~ in the outports who 
'vant to get to tl1e City ln pursua11ce 
of their business, w·ould be to permit 
a inost undesirable situation to devel·· 
op. I appreciate the fact that notice 
of this Resolution would be necessary 
tinder ordinary circumstances befora 
I could move the House into Commit
tee of the Whole to· consider it, but a~ 
that has been impossible in this case, 
I would, with the consent of all par
ties, move the House into Commjttee , 

of the Whole on this Resolution; the 
passing of a Bill to give effect to 
which would enable the Government 
to deal ·effectively with any situatiion 
th.at might arise. 

Mr. Speaker rest1n1ed the C~hair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

· reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pas
sed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion this Report was received , 

and adopted, and it ",.as ordered that 
the said Bill be read. a third time 
presently. \ 

V\Thereupon, with unanimous con
sent, the Bill entitled "An Act to fa
cilitate tl1e Reciprocal Enforcement 
of Judgme.nts, Orders a.nd Awards in 
Newfoundland and other parts of H1is 
Majesty's Dominions''' was read a 
third time, and p,assed, and it was or
dered tl1at the sa.id Bill be! engrossed, 
being e11titled as above., and that it be 
sent to the Legislative Council with a 
message requesting th.e concurrence 
of that body in its provisions. 

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis
ter, and 'vith unanimous consent, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit-

• 
tee of the Whole to consider the fol-
lowing 'Res.olutions: 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-
1\fr. Chairman, I appreciate the fact 
that this R.esolution, by virtue of be .. ' 
ing pa,ssed by tpis House, has not the 
effect of law. I app.reciiate the fact 
that an Act would be necessary for 
that purpose.. I appreciate also, how
ever, that under the Railway Contract 
Newfoundland has the right of entry 
a.nd that a, citizen under default could 
step in and take charge without any 
authority. Yet, in a public matter of 
th.is sort I feel that anything tllat is 
done should be done with the know
ledge of the Le·gi~lature. Therefore. 
1 submit this not for tl1e legal effect 
that will be given it~ but so that if en
try by the Government is necessary 

. such entry may h,ave the: moral sup
port of the entire Le·gislature. 

It 1is very in1portant at this season 
when supplies are going out to the 
ot1tports and fishermen are depending 
on the railway for transportation, 
'\\then people i11 Newfoundland ·are 
travelling abroad and othe·r~ are de
sirous ·of coming in here, that no seri
ous interruption of our transportation 
service should be ·permitted. I conse .. 
quently su:bmit the follo·wing draft ot 
the Resolution-: 

I 

WHEREAS from correspondence 
tabled in this House it appears tl1at a 
serious interruption •in railroad trans-. . 
portation throughout the country is 

' 

i1nminent; 
AND 'VHEltEAS it is in the public 

interest essential that at this season 
of the year there should be no inter
ruption in railroad services, · which 
are necessary · to the general trade of 
the country ; 

BE IT RE.SOL'VED that this House 
is of opinion that i11 tlle event of any 
immediate interruption ii1 railroad 
services, His Excellency tl1e Gover-

• 

' 
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nor-in-Council should take over and 
openate the railway system of the 
country, w·ith all its ap,purtenanc.ea, 
pe·nding furthe,r proposals to this 
House; and should take such steps as 
it may consider necessary for the 
n1aintenance of railroad operations es
sential in the public interests. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs too·k the , Chair of Com

n1ittee. 
MR. MacDONNELL-Reads section 

from the Manifesto of the Prime Mii11-
ister-Sir Richard Squires-for the el 
ection of Nove,mber 1919. 

I am. sorry Mr. Chairman, th.ere are 
two inembers absent from this House 
this afternoon, I regre~ it very much, 
that is M;r. Coaker and Sir John Cros
bie, because it is quite probable that 
those gentlemen could tell a story to 
this House .. 

On the questio,n now be·fort:. 
I 

the Chair I do not propose to talk. at 
length at present, that is until I get 
the informatio11 I want and' I w1ill get 
that information before this House 
closes. We have been here two months 
sitting in silence and indulging ·in. 
idlen.ess, th:ere has been abs,olu,tely no
thing done, and this afternoon we 

I 

find gr,eat activ·ity over the Ra'ilway 
question, a se.rio·usness which h.as like 
a mushroom, ap,parently grown i11 a 
night. We all know that this ques-.. 
tion has, been the burning one of the 
day "for the past s1ix months or even. 
the past two years. It is no use blam
ing Coaker for this entirely, there is 
one thing to be said for him and that 
is, he, at least trie,d to do something 
a,nd that ·is more, than any n1an 011 the 
other side at p·resent has attempte(l. 

· MR. SULLIVAN-Mr. Chairman, one 
of the things that strike m.e forcibly 
is th-e way in which this so-called 
lshow-down has bee·n brought about. It 
is regretta,ble that the Re-id Nfld Co. 
employees be made the scap,e-g·oat. 
The Prime Minister stated that they 
only had $50,000 to their account at 

the l ~nk of Montreal oq Railway ac
count at the present time and they 
cannot raise a loan. Surely the Reid 
Company, in justice to their en1ploy" 
ees, shoud get some, hep, something 
n1ust be done, their employees are 
not the people we should seek to p,e,n
a lize. What we would l'ike to know is 

• 

what is behind it all. What is the 
motive? The· Bank of Montreal has 
been w:atching p,roceedings very close 
l)'~ during the past two years iand they 
are .interested in w,hat 1is going on 
here this . afte.rnoon. They are· owed 

·. large sums of money by the Reids, 
and they are going to .get every dollai-
it is possible to get from th.em. I am 
entirely against the proposition and l 
d·O not intend to vote fo·r any monie~ 
for the running of the railway at the 
present ti1ne. I am not convinced that 
the railway cannot be run without a 
loss of one and one half mill1ion dol
lars per year. If the Reids cannot· 
run the railway, then close it down. 
We on this side of the House are not 
going to vote any more money for its 
upkeep. , 

At the present time there is consta
erable ser·iousness and unrest around . 
'N ewfoundlan.d because of. the· Supply 
business, iand there are hundreds of 
people w·ho have l~rge families and 
have no visible or possible means of 
providing for the.m and my suggestion 

I 

is that the Government do something 
to help those fishermen o·f the coun

. try to provide f.or their families, and 
incidently increase the revenue of 
the country, instead of voting furth"' 

' 

er millions of dollars to the Reid New 
foundland Railway. 

MR. MOORE-1\'Ir. Chairman, I 
would like to add a few words to what 
has already been said concerning this 
question. I know: several people up 
at Reids wl10 a.re personal friends of 
mine, and I s11ggest that these men 
who are to-da)T v.1aiting for their 
cheques be paid immediately. I know 

' 

one fellow who was . wa1t1ing for the 
.. 
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15th of the month to come as he wias 

badly in need of the money, and when 
he h.eard of the notice being posted 
up to tl1e effe.ct that he could not gett 
any wages, shouted "My God what a.m 
J going to do for my family", and I 
have no doubt that that is the case 
with many of those men. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
Mr. Chairma11, there is one suggestion 
I would like to point out on those Re .. 

. solutions, that is the one raised by 
Mr. Bennett, when he said he did not 
see a11y reason 'vhy certain thinge 
could not be disclosed. Those docu
.ments are private, it is the question 
of secrecy between Solicitor and Cli.
ent; and in the ordinary course of 
events there may be considerable liti
gation over this matter, and it would 
be entirel~r unwise if "\Ve disclosed 
,Ina.tters of importance in our case to 
the public at large now before we 
know where we stand. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Com1nittee 

reported ·that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, a11d asked leave to slt 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee ha.ve leave to sit again 

. ' on to-morrow. 
Mr. lVIacDonnell gave Notice of 

Question. 
The remaining Orders of the Day 

'vere deferred. 
It was moved and seconded that 

when the House rises, it adjourn until 
Wed11esday afternoon a.t three of the 
clock. 

The H.ouse then adjourned accord
. ingly. 

WEDNESD·AY, Ma.y 17th. 
· The House met at 3 of the clock 
r ·ursuant to adjol.1rnment. 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No-
tice of. Motion. . 

.. 

S·ir M. P. Cashin g·ave Notice of 
Q11estion. 

NOTICE OF QUESTION. 
l\'.IR. lVIOORE asked Hon. the f'rin1e 

lVIinister to table a staten1ent giving in 
cletail the 'nan1es of the p:1rties to 
·whom fisher)'· st1pplies were issued 
during 1921 in the district ··of Bay de 
Verde, by whom issued and the 
amounts in each case and wh.at re
turns, if a11y, were 1nacle for such 
supplies . 

HON. THE "PRIME MINIS'rER.-
The answer is be·ing prepared. 

MR. l\'.IOORE asl{ed Hon. the Prime 
~Iinister to table a statement giving 
i11 detail the amount of able-bodied re
lie·f supplied to individual persons by 
the Relieving Officers in. the district of 
Bay de Verde from November 1921 to 
date, go.Ing:-

(a) Name of Relieving Officer ·issu
i11g supplies. 

(b.) The name o,f party to wl1on1 
supplies were issued. 

(c) The amounts' and val11e in eacl1 
case. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
The ans·\ver is in course of prepara
t'ion and I will table it as soo11 as 
received. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN askP-d Hon. the 
P1·ime Mi11ister, if any further meet
ings have taken place between the Go·v 
ernment and the Board of Trade or ~1. 

committee of the sa1ne in re~ard to ...... 

the reduction of taxation and expend'i·· 
ture, and if so, what has been the re ·· 
sult and to lay on the table a copy or 
all correspondence bet,veen the Gov .. 
ernment iand the said Comn1ittee. 

HON. 'l~HE PRil\IE l\iTNISTER.-·-
rrhere have been no meetings b11t J 
have had informal interviews with in -
dividual members. One or two let
ters have been received from Mr. Gos ... 
ling~ Cl1air1nan of the Committee, and 

· I w'ill table them to-morrow. 

SIR M. P. C ... !\.SHIN asked Hon. the 
l\!finister of Education, if he, Hon. J)r. 
Barnes, l1is deputy, Dr. V. P. Burlre, 

• 

I 

I 
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or any other officials of the Depart7 
ment are proposing to visit the battle~ 
fields of France the c1oming su1n111ei-, 
if so, to give the names of each official 
going; also to say if the Departme11t 
is paying, all o·r any of their expen
ses, and if so, what a1nounts are be
ing paid to each; and what adv·antage 
is the Educational Department of the 
country to rec.eive from tl1eir visit to 
·France. 

HON. 1.'HE PRIME MINISTER.
No officials are going. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon .. the 
Prime M1i11ister· to lay on the table a 
statement showing if any amounts · arEJ 
yet due to the Government on account 
of the salt carg·o of the "Tuckahoe," 
recently been. inquired into b.Y a Com
mission, . if so, what is the amount, a11d 
to g1ive the name of tl1e party or par
ties by whom it is owed, and if bJ; 
more than one, the amounts owed b~· 
each of the said parties; and also to 
say what steps the Government are 
taking to collect these a1nounts, and 
what portion of t11em it is hopecl to 
collect. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
,.fhe a.nswer is being prepared. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Ho11. a the 
Prime Minister if it is correct as stat 
ed by the Audito·r General, that altho' 
payment for the ''Tuckahoe" was 
made by a · cheque on the Surplus 
'l,rust Fund and Mr. Keating: wa.fi in
structed to draw the cheq~e to cover 
the cost of the salt, there was no spe-

. I 

eial warrant issued in connection wit1' 
this, and. if so, what men1ber of ~th~ 

Government authorized Mr. Keating. 
to dra'v this cheque, and what autho~ .. 
ity had the same i11ember of the Go, ..... 
ernment·· for doing this, and if he had. 
no authority what action has the Gov..; 
,ernment taken in connection with 
the matter. 

HON. THE PRIME lVIINIS'l.'ER.
I have 11e·re a co.mn1unicatio11 fron1 tht1 
Finance and Custo1ns Dept. in refe~-

• 

• 

e11ce to the cheque which I beg to lay 
on the Table. 

MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. tho 
Prime Min-ister: 

(1) Whether the· ~..\ct a1nending the 
Company's Act, passed in the first 
session · of this Legislature as at pres
ent constituted, enabled the Reid Nfld 
Company to subdivi(le their intere~.ts 

a.nd resources in this Dominion into 
• • • • various ,c.ompan1es, in a manner im .. 

l)OSsible before the passing of this 
Act. 

(2) If so, clid the passage of such 
.an .\.ct place the Government of thts 
Dominion in a worse position regard
i11g J.lenalties or assets of the Com·· · 
pany to meet such 1in the case of the1 
Compa11y's defaulting on their con- . 
tract. 

(3) If so, why did the Govern1ne11t 
pass any such Act. 

HON. MINISTER OF JBSTICE :
Mr. Speaker, I could answer this ques
tion by the simple and · single word 
''no''; but, I do not think the member 
for St. Geo~ge's would be satisfied 
with such an answer, and as the m.at
ter has been referred to on many oc
casions, I ask the indulgence of the 
House while I reply at some length. 
Now that this grave railroad situation 
has arisen it is just as well that the 
public are not befogged by erroneous 
ideas and stateme.nts. 

As to whether the amendment to 
the Companies' Act passed in 1920 en
abled the Reid Newfoundland Com
pany to sub-divide their interests or 
resource.s, and dispose of any lands 
which might be taken by the Govern
ment as security, I desire to say that 
under sub-section 11 of section 6 of 
Schedule B of the Railway Contract 
of 1901, the Reid Newfoundland Com
pany was given power to sell or dis
pose of the undertaking of the Com
pany, or any part thereof. Under the 
same schedule they were given power 
to mortgage their assets, and to show 
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it was clearly understood by the Gov
ernment df that day that the Reid 
Newfoundland Company had power to 
sell or dispose of their assets, it was 
provided by section 12 of the 1901 
Act that notwithstanding the sale or 
disposition by the Reid Newfound
land Company of its undertaking, or 
any part thereof, the security provided 
by clause 28 of the A·greement shall 
remain with the Government for the 

. purpose~ therein provided. Now 
clause 28 of the Agreement provides 
that the sum of $250,000.00 which was 
deposited with the Government for 
the performance of the .contract, for 
the construction equipment of the 
Northern Railway, (that is under the 

· 1893 Contract), shall be held by the 
Government as security for the · due 
due and faithful performance of this 
Contract by the Contractor.'' It is 
evident · therefore that the Reid New
foundland Company could at any time: 

1. Sell or dispose of its assets or 
any part thereof. 

2. Could mortgage its assets or 
any part thereof. 

3. Could take advantage of the Com
panies' Act 1899 and become a Limit-
ed Liability Company. · 

4. Could form up separate com
panies and assign its undertaking or 
any part thereof to such separate com
pany. 

To show that the amendment to the 
Companies' Act of 1920 in no way 
gave the Reid Newfoundland Company 
any powers which they did not alrea·dy 
possess, I draw attention to tpe fact 
that the company had actually, in pur
suance of its powers, s9ld and dis
posed of the following assets: 

S.S. ''Bruce,'' S.S. ''Lintrose.'' 
Lands to the Anglo Newfoundland 

Development Company. 
Lands and timber areas to the Tim

ber Estates. 
Land and timber areas to the St. 

Lawrence· Pulp and Lumber Company. 

Lands and timber areas to the Terra 
Nova Sulphite Company. 

To show that the Reid Newfound
land Company could, without the con
sent of the Government, mortgage any 
of its assets before the amendment to 
the Companies' Act of 1920 was made 
I find that on the 6th September, 191~, 
wh·en Sir William Lloyd was Prime 
Minister, the S.S. Glencoe, the S.S. 
Meigle, the· S.S. Sagona and the S.S. 
Kyle were mortgaged to the Royal 
Trust Company to secure a su1m due 
on account current, with interest at 
6o/o. Now all these assignments and 
transfers were made before the pas
sage of the amendment to the Com
panies' Act of 1920, and the amend
ment passed in 1920 in no way alter-

• 

ed the relations, either contractual or 
otherwise, between the Governme.nt 
and the Reid Newfoundland Company; 

While on this subject, I desire to 
draw attention to a portion of a lead-, 
ing article in this morning's ''Daily 
News,'' in which it says that the 
blunder of 1920 was followed by the 
base betrayal of the country's ~nter

ests when the amendment was made 
to the Companies' Act, which permit
ted the railway company to transfer 
all its other holdings to private com-. 
panies, thereby alienating the only 
security held for the non-performance 
by the Reids of their contractual ob
ligations. I do not desire to say any
thing of the rest of the paragraph, but 
I draw attention to two statements of 
fact which are made in the article. 
First, I desire to say ''that the amend
''ment to the Companies' Act did not 
''permit the transfer of all its othe.r 
''holdings to private companies,'' and, · 

, 

secondly, as for alienating any secur-
ity · held for · the non-performance of 
their contractual obligations, I desire 
to say that I cannot find in any con
tract-1893, 1898, 1901 or 19010-any 
clause which states that the assets of 
the Reid Newfoundland Company were 

t 

• 
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to be held by them or by the Govern-
ment as security for the carrying out 
by them of their contractual obliga
tions. The only reference to secu'rity 
for the performance of the contract is 
contained in clause 28 of the AJgree
ment of 190·1, which provides that , 
$250,000.00 shall be put up as secur .. 
ity for the performance of the con
tract. It must be remem.bered that 
the Reid Newfoundland Company has 

I -

no assets either in lands or in any-
thing else which they holdf rom or 
were given them by the Government 
for the operation of the railroad. The 
Reid Newfoundland Co. hold no lands, 
or anythin.g else, from the Govern
ment. The only assets they have were 

· transferred to them· by Sir Robert 
Reid. In 1898 Sir Robert Reid was 
given a certain amount of land to 
operate the road for fifty years. In 
1901 when Sir Robert Bond came into 
p~wer he took back the. lands and paid 
Sir R,obert Reid $850,000 in cash in 
lieu of the lands. The. payment was 
made to Sir Robert Reid, and not to 
the Reid Newfoundland Company. 

Tl1e remaining orders bf the dla:'l 
,,·ere def erred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
whe11 th<~ House rises it adjourn till 
Friday at 3 of ·the cloek in tha aftei--
11oon. 

The I-louse then a.djourned accor(l
i11gly. 

FRIDAY, M.ay 19th, 1922. 
'rhe House met at· three of the ciock 

ii1 the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-
111ent. . . 

\ 

Pursuant to not'ice and leave grant-
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime 
1\'.finister, the Bill entitled. "" ... L\.n Act re-. 
specti11g the Tuberculosis Sia11itarium 
and Sudbury Hosp'ital'' was introduc
ed an.d read a first . time, a.nd it 'vas 
ordered th~ the said Bill be rea~ a 
second tin1e on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, a11d on i11qtiol) 

of Hon. the Prime i\1inister the Bill en 
t1itled "An Act for the more effectl1al . . 
transfer of certain properties to the 
Roman Catholic l~piscopal Corpora
t:ion of St .. John's" ,v·as read a second 
tih1e, an.d it was ordered tl1at the sa.id 
Bill be referred to a Committee of the 
\\7hole House presently. 

Whereupon, '\vith unanimous con. 
sent, the House resolved itself into a 
Comn1ittee of the Whole to considei; 
the Bill entitled "An Act for the 111ore 
effectual transfer of certain prope:r
ties to the Ro111a11 Catholic Episcopal 
Corporation of St. .J obn's." 

Mr. · Sp01c:1ker left the Chair. 
Mr. Jones took the Cl1a.ir of Con1-

mittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

· reported that they had considered the 
n1atter to them referred, and hacl pas
sed the said Bill with · some amend
ment. 

On mot·ion this Report was received 
·
1 arid a.dopted, and it wa.s ord.ered that 
the said Bill be read a third time pre
sently. 
Wh~reupon, with unanin1ous con .. 

sent, the Bill entitled "An Act for the 
in.ore effectual tr an sf er of certain p 1ro-
1)ert•ies to the "Roman Catholic Epis
copal Corp·oration of St. J ohn.'s" wa~ 
read a third time, and passed, and i~ 

was ordered that the said Bill be en·· 
g'rossed, being entitled as above, · iancl · 
that it be sent to the Legislat1ive Coun 
cil with a messa.ge requesting the 
concurrence of that body . in its pro~ 

• • VlSIOns. ' 

,On motion o·f Mr. lV[acDonnell, se ... 
conded by Hon. the M1inister of Jus ... 
tice, the followin.g Resolution wa~ 
pa,sse1d unanimously: 

RESOLVED that the Select Commit 
tees app,ointed by the House (1) to 
consider and report upon the matte1· 
of an imp·rovement in the Agricultu:r--

, al Pol·icy of the Colon.y, and (2) to 
consider and report upon the advis
ability of ame1nding the laws oi' the 

' 
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Colony respecting the Herring Fishery 
have leave · to sit during the· period ot 
anyi adjournment of this H.ouse. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the Hou~e 
resolved itself into a Con11nittee of the 
Whole on Wa~s and :Meanf:'. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
. . 

Mr. Jones too·k the Chair of Commit 
tee. 

SIR MICHAEL C .. L\.SHIN-Mr. Chair 
1nan, it is interesting to go back ·to 
the manifesto of the Prime Min·iste1· 
in 1919 an.d find 'vhat h.e has to s~ay 

with rega.rd to the Reids and the Rail 
way. Here is what he sa·id then. 

(Reads Manifesto) 
That 'vas two and a half years ago, 

now what have you done to 'improve 
it'! What happened? In "the very 
first sitting of t11e present Govern
ment you voted one and a half mil
lion dollars for the railway, then th~1 

Prime Minister left the countr~ . 

abandoned it, and !v1r. Coaker w·as left 
i11 charge, then ther·e was Coaker's 
mad railway p·olic)" or Comn1ission. 
He (Coaker) said ''I will show yoll 
how to run the ra.il wiay". What b_a P
pened? He spent about two nlillion 
dollars, and we were fools enol1gh to 
v·ote for it. That 1s what he d.id, in-
stead of · making ends meet he spe·nl, 
or rather lost two million dollars oft 
nothing. And during that time the 
Prime Minister was sulk1ing for six·' 
months in Europe, and then he1 conies 

'~ .back aJnd blames it all on Mr. 1Coaker. 
l\fr. Coaker was :appointed Chairman, 
or at least he ap,pointed himself. No'v 
after spending about th.ree m1illior1 
dollars. he went clown ·and hid himself 
and .sulked in Trini.ty Bay for almc>s t 
a vear and On the eve Of the O·pening .. 
of this House he beats it \or the 
South and · remains there, he 'is at 
New York at present waiting for this 
House to close so as he can come 
home. 

Now there is a. row on. between the 
Government and Reids, and it was 

• 

' . 
started for a p·11rpose. Th.en the Pritr1e 
l\!Iinister wants us to help h1im. lVfy· 
answer to you is, )1ou are Prime Min
ister, and if you do not know· how to 
manage it, or cftrry on, 1 tl1en go lik.~ 

• 
a man and reiport to the Governor. But 
you still ha.ng on, iand the poor dup·es 
on the otl1er side with you can do no
.thing but sit and smile. 

What a p:osition, there is the Min
ister of Justice, wl1.at has h.e done? He 
brought protection here last year, 
and he ·incre:ased the Police Force thi~ 
:v·ear. What means it all? Up to th.e 
time yo11r Government came into· pow 
er the Reids were kept in their place, 
you have not done anything to carry 
out the p-romises and charges made 
by you in your manifesto. 

You have not a·n answer to give to 
this House this afternoon, you did no-
thing to help send the fishermen fisl1-
ing and they are not going fishing. 
Now we ha·ve the whole country held · 
·;up. 

And what are we to1ld? T'hat you are 
go1ing to P1't the Coa.stal system in mo 
tion. Can anyone tell me what is -th~ 
Cnastia.1 system? Who is ur1wise 
enough to think tl1at the· coastal boat9 
so-called, those toys an.d white ele
phants, tl1e ornan1ents you squandel"
ed thousands of (lollars on, can be put 
on as a s11bstitl1te for tl1e railway? 
Can those boats compete 'vith ship~ 
l1ike the Prospero and Portia. Those 
little boats b11rn about 15 or 20 ton8 
of coal per day and they· have only· pas 

. ' 
senger accomodation for about fo11~ 

or five persons. What are we doing, 
are we asleep or awake? There is the 
n1ember for Buri11, a young lawyer 
with a. University Educiation, h~ just 
came back from a two or three month8 
trip and h1is people up there are long-
ing and crying to get a w·ord to kno·w 
what the Government is going to d<l 

to help him during the· coming summer 
I would like for the Prime Min1iste~ · 

to come out l.Jf his shell and tell us 
something. He sa.id that the, Reids 
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were rotten, now if they are what is 
ne going to do to remedy 1it? 
. Now take the l\1:inister of Marine & 

Fisheries the Department is a dis ... 
grace, the Minister hias not been 'in 
the department for aJmost twelve 
months, he prostituted the cot1ntr~: 
and yo11 are not bi.g enough and 
strong enough to do an)~tb.ing. Kick 
him out, and put someone else in hif, 
place, if it is only an excuse for fill
lng the department, but put someone 
there. -
' 

You l\tlr. Pri1ne l\finister, are in the 
worst position that ever any Prime 
Min1ister was in since this country 
ha.s had Responsillle Government~ . if 
you do not believe me, if the country 
does not believe me go and read Sir 
Robert Bond's letter? Read it. Here 

. we are almost the month of June a11a 
you have done nothing, in about two 
months the caplin will be rolling on 
the beacnE-s and absol11tely nothing 
done to help the fishermen to catcl1 
a quintal of fish to provide for them
selves ai1d families during the wln
.ter. 

MR. BENNET'l,--Mr. Chairman, l 
have no desire to hold up the bus in~ 
ess of th'is House, but it behoves n1~ 
to say a few words on the matter now 

I 

before the House. The Leader of the 
t)pposition has \VP.11 covere.d the 
ground a,nd has left very little unsaid. 
I cannot but express a feel·ing of dis
satisfaction towards what the Gov
.ernment has done on the question ot 
ta.xation. If one will look over the 
list and study the figures you cannot 
llelp peing struck· b)- the insign1ificance 
of the reduction. Look at the list, 
there are only fo11r articles mentioned 
a11d there is on1"~ a reduction of 
about $250,000. N·ow there is a larg~ 
tP()rt'ion of that going to those. who are 
i1ot fishermen. 

HON. THE PRil\iE MINISTER.
No·, not much. 

MR. BENNETT-I would say about 
30 or 35 per cent., becal.1se gasolene 

is one of the largest and . heaviest 
items, and look a,t the quantity used 
by niotor ciars. Take again oil clothes 
the major quantity of oil clothes used 
i11 this country is made locally. Also 
ra.ke rubber boots. 75 per cent. of ou~ 
people wear tl1e leather boot for fish
ing purposes, and our leather boots 
are practically all local make; there 
are no r11bber boots made here, c;o you 
are taking the duty off imported a:r
ticles and keeping it on our lt1cab 
mades in other words you are d1iscrim 
ina.ting against our own labour, anq 

·labourers and that is grossly unfatr, 
and to my inind very bad legislatio11. 

Speakin.g of rlJbber boots it in
cludes all rubber boots, short rubber~ 
arid lots of rubbers not used for fish
ery purposes. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
No, that does not include short rub
bers and gaiters. The Resolution says 
"Knee and Hip Rubbers." 

MR . BENNETT-Well there are 
dozens of other articles, such as mo
lasses, flour, porlr, lines, twines etc .. 
and those are not mentioned at all. I 
take ·it that the idea was to encouriage 
fishing, but I do not think it will make 
any difference at a.II. I am afraid that 
there will be no benefit bec3,use it will 
not a.mount to more than $5 as t11ere 
are about 50,000 fishermen, and iat $5 
per head \~till be $250,000. 

Then there 'is the q11estion of tak
ing off tb.e export duty ·On '.Codfish. I 
say that that should ne1rer have been 
put on, it was only through a mad po
licy of one person and will amount 'to 
nothing. 

• 
I said before in th1is Ho·use that 

. what would. strengthen this ·cot1ntry 
''Tas a lo\·v tariff. It is absolutely in1-
p.:.~ssible to get a revenue wl1er1 the 
tar;ff is so l1igh. "\l;hat a.ctuu!.Iy· l,~. J)

l)ens ·is "The11 y0u get a high tariff 
the cost of things is too high and you 
get nothing. Only the vrealthy people 
can l)uy the things that they nee-I anrl 
tl1e pc•orer people de not g~t the 
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t hi11g~.; the.y really Il•3ed wh~11 the tariff 
is t1JO high. I say to··dlaY tl1e Go·v-er11-
n1ent 'vould be well advisecl if they 
\vent tel work and made ~ dr:1stic re
tJuct.ion in the taritf of this c''lt1r1try. 
'I'i1e :::tituation we have to-uay is that 
i: i:·: ~l,, (::xpensl,re to carry on a llusin. 
ess that busin·e,ss people are n1ot gett: 
!ng i11 :~cw stock. They can·r .sell it 

1-'copl<~ eh.11not afforci to bu~; because 
the price is too higl1. If we v1t~re (iC•\\' Jl 

to ~• ua.tural basis tl~ ere 'vot1l 1l hF.. t 11~ 

<;:1~11e tu~·~iness en.terpr1ise as 111 )t"'ar~ 

gone by and people would l>e l)Uyill!?; 
ilt£t a~ freely. It d~>E: sn't pa~r a 111an 
to fit o·ut and go to ·the fishery beca11se 
the returns are, ·too smalll. He has got 
to pay too much for his outfit. Small 
business have reached the place now 
'\vhere they cannot import goods be
cause they cannot get st1fficient mo
ney to pay the duty. Things are be·· 
yond the reach of the ordinary con
sumer, and the result is stagnat·ion <)t 

trade. I firmly believe you would see 
quite a difference if you made a big · 
'reduction in tariff. 

At the same tin1e I subscribe to a .. 
reduction in expenses. It may mean 
that you would be a few years 'vith .u 
defic.it, but you would get trade mov
i11g again, and that is the principle 
th1ing just now. 

It is a very serious matter. 1VIr. 
Chair1nan, a very serious 111atter for 
this country. I admit the Gover11ment. 
is in an awkward position. I ft1lly ap ' 
i1re,c1iiate .that fact. · The Prime l\1inis ·-· 
ter has no comn1ercial training, an(l 
the unfortunate tl1ing is that he has 
n.o business men in his Executive~ at 
least, no lJusiness men w·ho ha.ve hafJ 
any success. I feel qu1ite sure that 
if he had this high tariff w:ould ne,ve1j 
have been put on. There is nothing 
brought in here that w9t1ld. indieate 
business foresi_ght or astuteness. w~ 

'\\Tere told last year that a Commis
sion would be appointed to go into the 
n1atter of tariff revision. At tl1e time 
l personally told the Prime l\tliniste1· 

• 

that I thought he had taken a step in 
tl1e right directio11. and tl1at he would 
get big results from it. It was Ilt)i, 

done, and we were told when the 
House ope·ned some tfme ago that 81 
Comn1ission would be appo-inted, but 
tl1at it 'v·ould not be able to· report 
before next sessic>n. There is absolute 
ly i10 excuse, for this. A revision of 
the tariff is necessary, and step~ 

should have been taken to b1"ing a bo h' 
that revision. 

No'\v we are told that there will l)e 
no supplying for the fis~ery, by the 
Governn1e:nt this year. But for God's 
sa.ke are you going to let the fisher·· 
men stay on the land H,nd starve to 
cleath? I do not for a moment recom
mend that the Government ought to 
give ol\t sup.plies as last year, but T 

have n1ot th.e least doubt that a sche·me 
could he devolved. I do not see ai1:;r 

reason why the Go,1 ernment could nol1 
n1a.l{e an arrangement with the Banks 
a.nd the n1erchants to supply and get 
as inany men as poss11ble· to th.e tish
ery. Let the Government stan.d be ... 

' 

hind the Banks,. and when the returns 
come in from the ft.shery let ever)r 
dollar .necessary go toward pay1nent 
of tb.e accou·nts. Tbese are mostly 
thoughts that have just occurred to 
me, and I believe a scheme could ba 
'vorked out to relieve the fishery sit
uation. 

There is another matter that I hav,"' 
spoken of before, and that is the duty 
on sugar. In tha,t the Prime Mln1ister 
has broken faith with this House. It 
is absolutely unfair that suga.r should 
be taxed 200 per cent., but we are still 
charged exorbit~nt rates. Sugar to
day is about 3 1-2 cents 'in New York. 
We were gi,1 e·n to understand by the 
Pri111e Minister that the duty would 
stav on until the amou·nt due the Na-• 

v·a,l Reservists W\aS paid, an amc>unt J 
believe of abo11t $100,000. When that 
was done' he found another excuse to 
keep the duty on, the excuse then was 
the extra pensio11s to sold'iers. There 

, 

• 
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is absolutely no reason why this partit. 
ular co·mmodity sh·ould stand for such 
a tariff. I know industries in th1is coun 
try that are practically crippled thrt1' 
this high duty. rrake the F. B. Wood 
Co. They ·employed a larg·e nu111ber 
of people, but to-day they cannoJ 
manufacture, because the goods that 

/ . 

they did manufacture can ·be b.ought 
much more cheaply in Canada and 1im
ported owing to the exorhitant duty 

• 
on sugar. The policy of the Govern-
ment seems to be not to }{eep the fac·
tories of Newfoundland gbing, but to 
lreep the factories of Cl~nada go.ing. It 
is most unbusinessl1il{e and unpatriotic . . 

I say ag·ain, Mr. Chairn1an, that thie. 
small redt1ctio11 will be practically no 
llenefit to the ordinary :fishern1an. It 
does not go far enot1gh. If you haf1. 
gone far enough to make it worth 
'vh'ile there woulcl be no trouble t<.) 

r-:et people to pr<.1secute the fishery. 
You are trying to overco1ne the condi
tions of u11en1ployment, and you gc' 
about it · in the most childish and un
business like manner. 

This qucst'ion of Unemplo~1menL 

l\Ir. Cl1airman, brings me back to tl1e 
situation here in St. John's. · During 
the p·ast winter there was a lot of un
employed ai1d it took a lot of monc~J, 
to lool{ after these people. The most 
unfort11nate thing about it is how·ever 
that we got no returns for the work 
that wa.s don·e. The time has comE::. 
when this beneficiial expenditure 
should cease. Take the situ a,tiot1 
down in front of t.J~ Court House. I 
(f Uite agree with the 'idea of getti11g 
a cab stand. A cab stand is necessary 

· so . as not to have the cabs sta11ding 
in front of busi11ess houses a11d i11ter
f ering 'vi th the l>11siness of the tow11 . 
But 'vhat are th.ey do·ing down there. 
They are sin1ply trying td bliast a"\\ra~r 

a precipice. Now if you war1t io p11t 
those unemployed at something profit 
a.ble here in St. John's why do you not 
g0 to work and pave Duckworth St. 
'11l1is is a matter that was cons1idered 

)rears ago. I have some idea· of what 
it would cost becattse I was intereste~ 

• when it was last c•Jnsidered. and I in-
terviewecl one of the largest firms i11 
Ne'v Yorlc regarding the matter. ...-\ 
str~et needs to be paved accorcling to 
the purpose for which it is to be used . 
They pointed out to 1ne at that in1e 
that D11ckworth Street could be pa'\r ~ 

e·d from th.e East End Fire Hall to th~ 
'\Vest End Fire I-fall for the Sltm o1 
$100,000. It \vo11ld cost n1uch morb 
to-day, probably $200,000. But look at 
tl1e lot of employ1nent that you would 
give, and tl10 i11terest on the money 
so spent should be met b}"' 

putting a tax on the house8 
along both sides . of Duckworth 
Street. You will not get a clean 
city until you get a. clean Duck- . 
worth Street. It ''rould serve a doub
ting that very mucl1 used street in a 
first class condition. 'rhis~· suggestion 

' 

com1ing from ine, or from any one on 
this side of the House, will not be giv
en consideration. Then there is the 
IA·ong Bridge that should be paved be
cause in the winter t'in1e it is a1most 
i1npossible to get along there. 

Now, 1 hope, Mr. ChairmL!lll, that tl1e 
c;overnmer1t will see that something ts 
dclne to get as many :fishermen as pos-. 
sible to prosecute tl1e fishery this year 
I believe th.at if better council prevail 

' 
ed and greater effort made that tl1€' 
results this year would be very satis
factory. ·T'he prospects for market .. 
ing the fish profi ta.bly this year ar0 
entirely lJright. I believe the Bi.-tnk::
'A'ould help out if the nlatter was put 
up to them in the right waiy. They 
can't afford to see the fisl1eriies of this 
cou11try go to the wall. I hope, Mr. 
Chairman, that so1nething further in 

I 

tl1e way of reduction ot the duty 011 

fish.er1nan's supplies will be done be
fore this matter is finally decided .on 

MR. HIGGINS - Mr. Chadrman, 
'vi th re·gard .to the matter of 

' supplie,s, a v·ery se·rious ques-
tion h.as arisen and it must be met. 

• 
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We must recognize this-if the fishe,r-
1nen want to get to the fisher·ies and 
ca.11not be supplied, the Governn1ent's 
policy has to be altered. I do not be 
lieve in the Govern1nent supplying un-

• 

less it is impossible to avoid 'it. But 
. ' 

it beco1nes the bounden duty of the 
. Government to grapple w'ith the ques
tion now. And I will say that I have 
the obligat·ion cast on me to advocate 
tl1at if supplies are not gr1anted thru' 
the regular ch,ann.els, the S.tate has 
perforce to help the :fishern1an. Thru' 
the policy adopted before, if he ca11n.ot 
get to the fishery, the State has to see 

-that he does. 'rherefore let the mat-
. ter be taken up by the Govern1nent 

• 

and settled at once. I do not say the 
practice of the past should be repeat
ed or that 1 supplying should be so 
11adly carried out. · If there are parts 
wJ1ere the mercl1a11ts ca.n't or \ivon't 
supply, the Government has to do so 

-they can't avoid it. My pos1itio11 jf 
this-that if we want the country to . 
survive, we have to get every ounce o~ 
1,roduction possible. There are ·no 

. gold mines any,vhere to furnish such 
wealtl1 as the fisheries and with that 
it is our bounden duty, w·e bave to see 
that every man w·ho wants to get to 
tl1e fishery, gets there. That is a llrin-· 
ciple we cannot get aw'ay fron1. If they 
do not get to the :fishery, what will 
they go at. Tl1e country can11ot de
pend ·on lawyers or doctors to keep it 
up. Outside countries can depend on 
other projects and ··industries, but tha,t 
is not th·e c~se here. I gr·ant th.at the·re 
a,re other things tl1at may be reached. 
for but the fishery above all etse 
must be saved, and. I think if the con. 
ditir>ns are such i11 the North. Sc)uth, 
East and West, that the people want 
to fish and the merchants can.not sup, 
ply tl1en I an1 con1pelled t<) ag-ree with 
the ideia of the State doing it. I agree 
'vith the Resolutions before tne Cbatr 
a11d think it a pity that the matter bah 
not been advanced to the extent -sug-

gested. We have arrived at the stage 

r1ow where it -is a gold chain or a -wooden leg. We are like the man 
now who j_s forced to play dottbles or 
quits, an.d fo·r that reason I ·say the 
principle a,dvocated by the Trade of 
lowering the tariff and inducing peo
ple to ·invest in more enterprises 

/ought to be tested now. The principle 
brings in higher Customs returns and 
therefore as advocated by Mr. Ben
nett I support it. ·we ought to dismiss 
the duty -on sugar right off for with 
all the talk about molasses, the ''un
derdog" does not use molasses alone . . 
What has h13Jppened that the duty on 
sugar adva:nced from 2 to 6 cents a 
Ilou11d. First of all it was to wipe out 
the deficit resulting Jrom the ·war 

I 

,:Board's tran.sactions. That. was wiped 
out-then why le'"Y on that article 
such an undue tax. Tl1e revenue if it 
has to be got ought to be distributed 
over other articles. The free use of 
sugar has become proh'ibitive and now 
t l1e · people can (>nly use it in a ver:r 
.1·estricted degree. Therefore I suggest 
that the inatter be considered and the . 
duty ren1itted altogether. Tl1e idea of .. 
G cents a pound duty is ridict1lo11s. 
Now to-day in · every d·irectiott. men 
'vho were never before ref11sed sup
plies, cannot get then1 a11d the ~nswe:r 
given is that tl1e merchants do i10J. 

know whether the Government is go -
' 

ing to give then1 or not. I do not take 
back in .3.11y degree m.Y comme,nt as to 
Governme11t action. but I ar11 prepar
ed to accept the burden that if tl1 e 
State has to supply because the n1er
chants cannot, they n1uftt do it; ·"W-e 

have to keep up the one hope of the 
country. 

, 

MR. WALSH:-Mr. Chairman, Just 
one word; I think tha.t after the re
ports of to-day's proceeqings here go 

abroad some 50,000 :fishermen will 
congratulate Sir M. P. Cashin, l\!essrs. 
Bennett and Higgins on their star1d ir1 

• 
behalf of them. And wh'ile I ,,rho a,n1 

I . 

interested in the fishermen, .give the111 
t~anks, I see that the ' amendments 
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"'·ill have iittle effect and I hope some 
sweeping reducticJns will be made In 

the matter of duties. Now 'in goir/-; 
over som~ accounts of the fisher1ne~1 

I failed ttl find where reductions will 
be mad.e by the proposals as before 
tl1e House at present. I will now rea~ 

' 
<>r1e of these accounts. 

(reads account) 

Now that is only one. Barely one 
f>r two articles mentioned are touched 
I1)r the proposecl reductions and 1 
rnight go over fifty other llsts llke 
tl1is anrl find the same. As to gaso- . 
Jr~ne I would lil\:e to ·sup.port Mr. Ben-
11ett in the suggestion tl1at no tnotor 
car owner should get it free as he 
'vill only 11se it for pleasure and to 
s1>lash n1ud on people. Ana wh.ile on 
this subject I , would I·ike to ask. the 
I-Ious~ to consider the Act pt1t thr11• 
in the first session of this Legislature. 
The Hon. Prin1e Mlnister says h\ 
learns fron1 Mr. LeMessurier tha.t gias 
olene anrl kerosene can be landed here 
a.t 32c. per gallon, and 1if tl1at . be S(> 

I 

then son1eone is making a great big 
rake off. We heard long a.go of the 
n1onopoly and tl1e Imperial and Stan·· 
_,diard Oil Con1panies are allowed to 
bring in oil and charge what they lik~ 
for 1it. As Sir M. P. Cashin points out, 
the Canadians are fishing on Labractor 
with oil that cost them only lOc. per 
gallon w·hile the N ewfou·ndlander has 
to pay 20c. for it. Th~ same thi11g is 
going on in co11nect1ion with every oth 

, er article used by the :fishermen, last 
y·ear some of then~. were chiarged ~ a:

'. high as $5 on flour. One would be 
• 

al1nost ashamed to say he is a repre-
sentative of the fishern1en, for they 
. 11ave been crucifi~d-tl1at is t 'he only 
word that can be used. I pleaded last 
J.i-ear for the :fishermen, bt1t it wa.s not 
up to us on this 8!ide of the I-louse to 
form the policy. Why did not the gov 
ernment take in practical men--in
stead we' had the spectacle of inen 
who J1ever spent a dollar · in that dir
ection before, getting th'ousa.nds to . 

1supply for the fishery. Look at th~ 
case of Butler of the Souths1de who 
r1id 11ot supply one inan. Now if there 
is to be no fishe1·y there should be nt, 
salaries here, and a scheme for the 
carrying on of the fishery would he 
eve·n bett~~r than a railway polic)T and 
I hope the Hon. Prime Minister w1ill 
reconsider his statement of this after-
1toon !.'.llld make some further effort to 
get in _touch with the Tra.de. I inade 
a, stateme11t a few weeks ago as to 
men coming to n1e for help, and it ha~ 
been. ref erred to in the Government 
Press as a fairy tale, but I 'vas as sin
cere on this as on every other sub!ee'I · 
I l1ave dealt with in this House. This 
man I now r~peia.t, went to _three sup
plying ho11ses ancl they were dea<I 
l1roke; and though as they claim the)r 
have been dealing all tb.eir lives with 
rogues and robbers, 'vhen they die . 
they leave three-q11arters.. of a million 
or thereabouts an<l if forced are ready • 

to put haar the costs. I am. incl in · 
eo to follo'v the· doctrine of the Hon. 
M'inister of Fisheries that many fish·· 
er1nen a,re dead from lack of not1rish. 
m.ent ancl from rotten treatment on 
the part of some merchants. I do t1u "' 

say all the merchants-some of then1 
are alright, but the class who buil~ 

up this citJ.T have passed a way. We 
are up agia.ir1st the spectacle to-day ot 
s11pplying l)y houses who did not g'iv0 
a dollar last year. Some paid their 
a.ccounts fully and I want. to impres~ 
011 the Attorney-Gener·a.I ·the· necessity 
of havi11g these accounts tabled. 

.M~. VI-NICOMBE-Mr. Chairman, 
before those resolutions go througl1 I 
would like to say a few words .and 
thiank you all for th·is· little reduction . 
But I say that it is not enough, be ... 

cause it does n.ot aply to enough ·of 
th.e necessaries for fishin.g purpose~. 
\.\That does it pr,ofit the fishern1en or 
the government? Nothing at all, be
.cause the thing mostly affected is gaso 
'le11e; you are only or pr'incipally fav-. 

curing motor drivers. - Before the Pub 
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lie Despatch is s,ent out to1-night. i 
w~nt to see th.at ·e,very hin.g for fish
ery purposes has had duties ld.nd 
taxes lifted, and you 'vill have all the 
people wa vi11g fla,gs for you and th·e 
gentlemen on the 1other side of the 
House . st1ch as Mr. Gosse, Jennings, 
Abbott and Targett who came in here 
to look out for and champion the :fish
ermen's rights. 

I-I ere is a case for you; I know ,, 
man ~':tround tow11 who ha.s a trap 
\Vorth $900 and he owes $253.00 and he 
cannot get an~r s11pplies for the sun1-
1ner, on the contrary, the merchant 
is threatening to talre his trap frc>m 
him. I ha.ve . often heard some of t·hose 
rr1en on the other side of the Hot1se 
say that the mercl1ants were bleedin ~ 
the people, they called them blood
suckers, but I ~ay that you are the 
bl0od.-suckers. I..1ook iat the nun1ber 
of people who are going oU:t of the 
country every tri1) of the· Rosalind we 
find hundreds of the best yot1ng inen 
leaving us. Times are not very brigl1t 
i11 the United States at presE·nt, and 
we should thank God that the'r are 

• 

not, because if they were you wo11ld 
·not have .one '.per·son left in the coun .. 
try. Last year you took the duty of1 
B,ologna Sat1sage· and ja.m cr·ooks. Why 
do a thing like tha.t? What is the use 
of jam crocks? You cannot put any .. 
thing- in them with sugar at llc.. per 
pot1nd. . I sk the Prime Minister 
to talre the duty ·Off everytlting which 
is a. necessa.ry of life to the fishermen. ' 
you would get more because the peo
ple 'vould buy more, eat more and 
produce n1ore, and in that wav thev 

r ~ f 

will benefit and tl1e country will ben-
efit too. 

Look at your men over there who 
came in here to uplift the poor down
trodden fishermen, what h1ave vou .. 
clone for them? Why as soon as you 
got your own paws greased yo11 fo-r
got the poor fishermen altogether. 

Now I want to ask the Prime Mi11 

ister, since the cat is out of th·e b·a.g 
by showing that letter to Mr. Walsh 
concerning the· price of g·aso1line be
ing only 22 cents. when landed he·re. 
You were one· of the me·n who cri·ad 
out against 1 C'ombines, th·ose peo1ple 
promised us Kerosene at 13 c.ents. per 
gallon and as soon as they got their 
_conce·ssio1ns a.nd c1ontr*ts fixed up 
they said that Newfoundlanders were 
too gr·een to bu.rn, and they cha.rg~ 

tls as much as they like. We simply 
must keep those fishe.rmen ou1t, so Mr. 
Prime Minister gets d·own to business. 
I thank you for those reductions, 
although they a:re small yet we are 
thankful for small things. I sa.y take 
the duty off flour, pork, m·olasset. 
twines etc., and Mr. Chairman, the 
g1overnment should consider a.nd r t~ke 

the duty off the: h·ea.vy fishing articles 
a,n.d help .the fishermen .and not motor 
car drivers. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the 1Chair .. 

The 1Chairman from the, 1Committeb 
reported that they had considered the 
ma,tter to hem referre·d, had passea 
certa.in Resoluti1o·ns and recommended 
that Bills be introduc·ed to give effect 
to he s~rne~ 

On motion this Repor.t wa,s receiv 
ed ·and adopted and ·the Bills· entitle·d · 
respectively "An Act to amend th·e 
Customs Ac:t" and ''An Act to amen<l 
the Sales 'Tax Act" were r·ead1 a first 
time (and it was ordered that the sai<i 
Bills be read a . second· tim'e on to
morr·ow. 

T'he remaining Orders of ithe Druy 
we·re deferred. 

It was moved and s·econded that 
when the House rises, it adjourn un
til Monday afterno,on next at thre:e of 
the cloclr. 

The House then adjourne·d accord 
ingl:y~. 

--·-
M'ONDAY, ;MJay 22nd. , 1922. 

'l,he House met a,t thre of the clock 
pursua.nt to adjournment. 

Mr. M·oore gave notice of question. 

I 
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Sir Michael Cashin gave notice of 
questio·n. 

Second Re,ading of Bill, "An Act re
·s pectin.g the Tuberculosis. Sanitarium 
and Sudbury H.ospital." 

HON. THE PRIM.E MINIS1TER:
Mr. Sp·e:aker, 'l.,'his Bill is in two .sec ... 
tions. One sectio·n provides that the 
Board of Govern·ors o,f ,the Gener al 
Hospitrul have the same relation with 
the Sanitarium and Surbury Hospital 

.as the.y have with the General Hos-· 
pita.I. The second sectio,n merely pro
vides th,at the, relations 1of the Depart
ment of Public Works be the sarr1e· t() 
the Sanitarium and Sudbury H 1ospita·1 
as they are to the Gener.al Ho·spital, 
as provided under Chapter 44 of the 
C'onsolidated St~utes. I.t was th·ough\ 
as a matter O·f general convenience 
and general advantage to · ha.ve the 
Board of Governors .act in ·the same 
way in connection with the 1Canitarium 
a r1d Sudbury H·ospital as they are no·w 
acting in connection with the Gener.al 
Jiospital .and they very kindly con
sented to do thait. 

The remaining orders of the da) 
'vere d·eferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
this House at rising t10 · adjourn till 
Thursday next at thre·e 0 1f the· clock. 

T'HURS.DAY, May 25th., 1922. 
The House met at three of the clock 

in the ~fternoon, pursuant to adjo·urn
ment. 

' 
Mr. Mo,ore g·a ve notice of q uest.io11. 
Sir M. P.. Cashin gav~ notice 0·1 

' 

1 
questic-n. 

\MR. SULL.IVAN:-Mr. Speaker, i. 
would like to call your attention and 
the attentio.n of the House t10 · the in
accuracy and the mis-stat·ements ·Of 

· the reports of this Assembly that are 
appearing in the D.aily Papers. ·On 
May· 3rd., in t,he Evening Advocate 1 
am quoted for making a statement that 
·the Reid Newfoundland ·1Company's 
cl1eques h.ad been refused at th·a Bank. 
1 n,ow wish to g,ay tnat I never made, 
such a s,tatement either directly or 

i11direc.tly. In discussing the Railwaly 
Problem the Prim·e Ministe,r did say 
thaf the Reids were as Bankrupt now 
as they were a year .ago and that ithei>. 
cheques wo·uld not be accknowledged 
at the .Bank. 

HON PRIME MINISTE'R:--·I think • 

that you are now makirrg a mis
statemen,t I d.id not s.ay that the· Reid 
Nfid ,C,o's., cheques were refused at 
the Bank but thatt the·y did no1t issufaJ 
any cheque·s beca.use if they did they 
wol1ld have been refused at the Bank 
on account of lack or funds .. 

MR. SULLIVAN:-Ho·wever I re
peat to this House that I did not 
malre such a stateme·nt ~s I am quoted 
in the Ev·ening Advocate for making. 
It is too serious a thing to let pa.Sb 
and I hope the i1ews-p,aper reporters 
will be more careful spe.cially re
gardi.ng m.atters involving important 
subjects such: as the Railway Prob
lem. 

·NOTICE 0}, QUESTION. 

Mlt. MOO·RE :-Aske·d the Ministet 
of Public Works to lay on the table 
of the Hous·e a statement showing the 
total amoust paid Messrs Stafford, 
Drt1g·gists, of this city, for drugs and 
other requisites fo·r the different pub.
lie institutions fro·m Novemb.er 15rth, 
1919 upto date, and to la.y on the table 
of the House for i,nspection by Ho·n
Ollre:tble members the original bills 
furnished by Messr1~. Staffo·rd in re
gard thereto. 

MINIS:TER OF PUBLI1C WORKS:
I will have this answer tabled to
morrow. 

·M:R. MOORE:_;_Asked Ho·n. the 
Prime Minister, to lay on the tablb 
of tl1e H1ouse a copy of his letter to 
Rc·~1. Dr. Curtis in reply to a lette1 
·of the standing committee of· the 

i Methodis,t 1Conference of January lOtl1, 
19fi2, in regard to prohibition. 

HON. PRIME MINIS.TE.R:-1.Vfr. 
' 

Sr>eaker, No letter was writter1 Rev. 
Dr. 1Curtis in reply to a letter of Ja,n. 
ltary 10, 1922, in regard to Prohibi
tion wa.s not a co1nmunication frorr .. 

' 
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Rev. Dr. Curtis, .but from Rev. Mr. 
Darby. 

This question is evidently intended 
by Mr. M·oore to ref er to a persona1 
letter received by me from Dr. f]urtis 
on the 16th, of Feb. on·e paragra;)h of 
which referred to Prohibition. Dr. 
Curtis's letter of Februa.ry 16th, was 
replied to by me· in. a per·so,nal con1 
m uni cation adressed to Dr. 1Curtis per 
sonally under date February 17tlJ. It 
is cle~r from Mr. Mo,ore's question 
that the correspondence which he de 
sires · to have tabled . in the, House if!! 
the person.al letter to. me of the l6tl1, 
February from Rev. Dr. Curtis an~ 
my Pe·ply under date Februa.ry 17th. I 
have no 0.bje·ction t·O tabling these two 
letters, but could not think of doing 
so without first having the consent 
of Rev. Dr. Curtis. I telephoned his 
house, but find 1th~t he is. out of town: 
_t\s soo11 as he returns I will get in 
touch with him and submit to him thl 
question which Mr. 1Mo·ore has asked. 

i do not think Mr. Moore is re
sponsible for .this piece· of ignorant 

· . impudence. The w1ording of the ques
tfon q~e-~~ly ';.ndiQa~es Jth,at ~it waB 
not prepared by Mr. Moore. In justice 
to Mr. Moore I would say that this 
appears to ·b.e .a question prepar·ed by 
s·ome fanatical and irresponsible pe·r-· 
son and han.ded him with ~ request 
that he ask it, .and that without lo·ok 
ing into it and considering its nature 
he tabled it. My impression that this 
question was produced by one ,of th:b 
several loud-mouthe·d political crooks 
who ar·e using Prohibiti1on for political 
purpose·s .and who are neither Pro
hibitionists nor temperate men in their 
'awn ha.bits, character and conduct. l\ 
is exce.edingly unfortunate that the 
body of honourable and intelligent 

; citizens who are identifi·e·d ·with the 
Prohibition · move·ment should have 

• 
to call upon me to lay on the ,tablb 

· 9f the Hous·e personal correspondence 
·between me and a clergyman of my 
own denomination ii1 ccnnection with 
a . matter appertaining to a moral ana 
not a political issue. I fe,el he has 
unwittingly b·een used by irresponsiblt:. 
p,artie·s in this connection. 

SIR IM .. P .. ·CASHIN:-Asked Hon. 
·the Prime Minister, in the absence ot 
Hori. the Minister of Agriculture a,nd 
Mines, when th~ Government propo·ses 
to e·stablish the Model Farm in ouit
port sections of the. country pr,omised 
by the Prime Minister during the· Gen
~ral Election campaign and subsequent . 
ly, and what does he estimate will be 
t.he · cost of such establishment. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-1V11 .. 
Speaker, In my Manife,sto issued in 
the autumn of 1919 I calle·d. attention 
t10 the fact that while Ne,wfoundl~nd 

was not primarily an agricultl1ral 
couritry because 0 1f the rocky soil ana 
baclr.ward sprin.g conditions, particu
larly on the east a.nd north-e.ast 
coasts, yet agriculture could be e·asilY 

. devel·o·ped to a much greater efficiency. 
I then pointed ou,t that Newfoundland 
had large tracts of excellent agricul
tural land, particularly on the West 
Coast, and that it was indeed un
fortunate that agriculture had not 
been already sufficiently developed to 
make unnecessary large importatio·nb 
of beef, pork, poultry, hay, potatoes 
and other g.arden ve·getables. 

The policy outlined in my Ma.nifesto 
has bee·n foll·owed out as fully a.s it 
was possi.ble, having re.gard to the 
depressed fina.ncial conditions of the 
country. The Department of Agricul
ture is under the gen·eral direction of 
Dr. Alex. · 1Cam.pbell, himself an en
thusia.stic agricul,turist, and Mr. BaY··
ly, a pra.ctical a.gricultu.rist of high 
standing. · T·he Department has been 

th.eir c.a use and tbeir own standing in reorg?~nized, and :agrlcul'tural cola. 
the community· injured by these poli- ditions very much improve·d. ·The 
tical parasites who h.ave attach.ed ! development of a stock farm in the 
themselves to it. electoral District of St. ·John's East 

I am sure Mr. Moore did not intend . has been a very .great benefit to all 

. ' 
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sections of the c1oun,try. It w~s my r_rhe Leader of the O·pposltion asked 
intention also to develop a Govern- Ille if I would furnish him with thb 
·ine11t stock fatrm in the District of memorandum which I had on my d.esk 
St. George's, my thought the·n being at the time and to which I r·eferred. 
being that the representative f 1or the I personally sent him a copy of ,the 
District of St. George's would be M'in- men1orandum on th·e following day. 
ister of Agriculitur·e a.n~d Mines. Un- That was not a memorandum of· claim 
fortunately, that gentleman though of the Reid Ne·wfoundland !Company 
elected as a candidate for me· declined to the a .mou.nt of $6,000~000. It was hr 

,;.,he office of :M~inister of Agriculture & lengthy list of iitems r ·epresenting a 
Mines and seceded from my party. Reid valuation of approximately $6,
'l.,l1at fact, c1ombined with the great 000,000 on allege·d a.ssets of the R·eid 
economy which it has b·e·e·n 11ecessary Nefoundland Company a.nd approxi
to prac,tice during· recent years i1" mately half a millton dollars re
connection with the. general se.rvices presenting certain. claims of com
of tl1e· Colo11y has made it impossible paratively old standing made by ithe 
to ma,ke the· development which I had Reid Newfoun-dland Comp.any against 
h,ope·a in the District of St. 1Geo1rge's. the Government. The alleged assets 

' The policy outlin·ed . in my M'anifestti ~nd claims were not separate but wert-
ha.s, however, ,been very la.rgely car~ liste·d toge,the·r, and have already been 
ried out, and will continue to be car-. fur11ished the le·ader of the· Opposition. 
ried out as the years go by. · Copy of the memora:ndum furnish:ed 

SIE M. P. CASHIN :____:Asked Hon. the Leader of the Opposition ·s here .. · · 
the Prime Minister, to lay o·n the tabla · · to atta.ch~d. 

·Of the House a copy of the Report 
marle to the Government by Messr~ . 

T. A . . Hall and R. C. Morgan on the 
details of the claim of $6,0·00,0·00 made:. 
by the Reid Company a.nd read to th·e 
Ho11se by him on Friday last. 

, HON. PRIME MINISTER:-·M·r. 
! Speaker, ·T·he question asked by the 
Honourable the Leader of the Op- . 
positi,on is as follows: "T'o ask the 
Hon. the Prime Minister, to lay 011 
the table of the House a copy of the 
Report made .to the Government by 
Me~srs. T. A. Hall and R. ·c. M10.rgan 
on the details of the claim of $6,0100, . 
000 made· by the· Reid 1Comp.any and 
. rea.d to the House by him on Friday 
last." 

The details of the cla.im of $6,000,-· 
000 referred to were no1t rea.d by me 
t·o the House nor was any report of 
Messrs. T. A. Hall and R. C . . Morgan 
read by me to the House. I refe·rret\ 
to c·ertain assets which the Reid Ne·w
foundland 1Company claimed to own 
a.nd on which the Reid Newfoundland 
Company hq,d -themselves pla.ced a 
value of approximately $6,000,000. 

4i 

My honourable friend from his many 
years' experience in the House of 
Assembly appreciates the fact that a 
confidential report 1of the Gov·ernmenit 
En.gineer and Mr. R. ·C. Morgan, Rail
way Advisor to the 1Gove.rnment at 
that time, upon assets and claims of 
the Reid. Newfoundland Company is, 
what · such a report must necessarily 
be, a c1onfidential document, and could 

• 
i~ot be ta.bled under any circumstance·s 
but particularly so in view of th·e pos
~ibility· of litigation between the Reid 
• 

tN ewf·oundla.nd 1Company and the Go" 
~rn1nent with re.spe·ct to the wh·ole or 
'tany considerable portion of these . 
items. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Asked Hon. 
th.e Prime !Minister when it is pro· 
posed to wind up the Militia Depart- . 
ment and how many officials are em 
IJloyed in connection with it at ,th·e 

& pre·sent time, to give a list of them, 
.. 

, and of amounts paid ,to them month!) 
in the way of salaries and 10th er al. 
lo~rances. 

HON. PRIME 
Speaker, the question aske·d by th~ 

• 

• 

-



• 

460 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Honourable the Leader of the Op
p·osition is similiar in substance to a 
question asked by Mr. Be·nnett somE:; 
weeks ag10 and th·en answered, though 
Mr. Bennett' El 'question was fuller than 
that now asked by the Honoura.ble 
the Leader of the Opposition, and the 
reply contained more in.formation than 
is now sought. 

. Jn the event of the Clerk of th·e 
House not having availruble copy of 
the answer tabled to Mr. Bennett's 
question I am having another cop? 
prepared and will table it wh·en re
ceived. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Asked Hon. 
· the Prime Ministe·r, to laiy on the 
table of the House a c1opy of all cor
respondence between th·e Government 
or any Department thereof, a11d. the 
Reid Newfoundland 1Company, or anS' 
official the·reof, in relation to the ra(i.1 
road and steamship servic'es from the 
date of the closi11g o·f the last session 
of the L·egislature up to the present 
date, in order that the House may bt:i 
in a; positio~ to in·telligently d.is 

:cuss any proposals that may be sub. 
mitted ,to it by the Governm·ent i1\ 
relation to the railway. 

HON. PRIME· MINIS:TER:-T·h.at 
~orrespondence will be collect~·d, typeu 
and tabled to·-morrow. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Asked Hon . 
• 

the Minister of Justice, to lay on the 
I 

'table of the House a copy of the ques-
1 

ti,on·s su.bmitted by him to Sir H. Earle 
Richards of London, for an. opinion as 
to th·e liability of the Reid. Newfound
land 1Company to . the Colony in th.c 
event of the said Co·mp·any failing to . 
efficiently operate the railway. 

HON. M'INISTER OF .JUS·TICE·:
No questions in writing are submitte·d 
bY me but only by personal interview. 

MR. WALSH:-Asked Hon. the Min
ister of Posts and Telegraphs to lay 
on the t~ble . of the House a copy of 

· the public messages s·ent to outport 
Telegraph offices on the foll 1owing 
dates: M~y 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 
19th, 20th, and 22nd ~ 

t 

MINISTER OF POSTS AND TE:LE
G RAPHS· :-ta.bled reply to question 
No. 8. 

Pursuant to orde·r and on motion of 
H9n. the Prime Minister, the Bill en
titled "An Act resp·ecting the Tuber 
culosis Sanitarium and the Sudbury 
Hospital" was read a second tim~, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill ,be 
referred to a ·Committee of the 'Vhole 
House . presently. 

Wher·eupon, with unanimous con· 
sent, the House resolved itself i11to a 
Committee of the Wh1ole· to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act respe·cting 
the Tuber·c.ulosis Sanitarium and Sud·· 
bury Hospital." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs too~ the Chair of Com

mitte·e. 
MR. SCAMME'LL:-Mr. Speaker, 

r 

may I ask if the fee·s now payable mt 
the General Hospital will be applied 
and collected at the Sanatajrium since 
that Institution is to be und·er the 
same man~gement, 

HON. PRIME MINIS'TER:--They 
could be, but of course it will have· to 
be decided upon .by the management 

· and. published in the Royal Gazette be
. ~ore becoming Ia w. 

Ml1. SULLIVAN:-May I inquire of 
. tJhe Prime Mlnister who compose ·~h:e 

.Board of Gov·ernors of th.e Hospital~ 
· HON. PRIME MINISTER:-Hon. 

: Geo Shea, Hp1n. Dr. 
,J,ohn Da.vey, Mark 
Jesse Whiteway E·sq., 
O'Dea . 

Mosdell, H'on 
1Chaplin Esq., 
and John V. 

MR. :SULLIVAN:-What say have 
Drs. Keegan and Rendell in the 
management of th.ose Institu:t.ions? 

MR. WALSH:-Mr. Chairman, i 
would just like to know what power 
the Board of Governors has? 

HON. PRIME 1MINIS·T·ER:_;Thei1 
pow·ers are dealt with and explained 
in Chapter 44, c ·onsolidate·d Statutes. 
(RE-ads . same). The same will apply 
to the Sanattarium and the Sudbury 
Hospital as to the General Hospita1 

1 MR. WALSH:--Mr. Chair·man, T wa~ 

• 
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told by two of the ,Governors that they 
did not aa>prove of Dr. Keeg·an ch.arg
ing extra for professional servic·es ab 
was done in the case of Denis Bruce 
from Long Har·bour, Pla.centia Bay. 
And yet those· Governors a;re still on 
·the Board. It is grossly unfair ·that 
they sh.ould · b·e allowed to charge an 
extra fifty 1or a h.undred dollars 01 

even a thousand as the case may be. 
tfo refresh the memory of some, ot 
~he n1embers present I will a.gai11 cite 
the. case of Denis Bruc·e.. He went 

. dO"\\'n. there, for two weeks tre·atmen" 
and at the end .of that time, l\1r. Ren .. 
nie called upon Mr. Bruce a.nd pre
sented him a bill f.or $85.00 he paid it 
I hold the receipt, now the very samt. 
tl;ay whe·n . Bruqe was leaving the 
Hospital he was called •into the office 
of Dr. K:eegaJn and was given a .bill 
for $40.100 fo·r extra pr1ofessional ser .. 
vices. I say if Dr. Keega.n is not paid 
"ufficient salary then pay him enough 
to live on. T'o show that Dr .. Kee,gan 

· had no authority to charge extra i~ 

brought out by a letter I have1 written 
by Dr. Keegan, dated June 1917. 'This 
letter concerns one Butt of Hearts 
Content. (Reads letter). Now ithis 
1distin.ctly shows that Dr. Keeg.an knew 
that he had no a,uthorirty to cha.rge 
extra. Any person. who do·es a th,ing 
like that, or is allowed to do that is 
not playing right, and any man who 

.~its. in ·his seaJt and allows it is n·ot 
.'fit to h1old a seat here. I firmly be
. lieve that Dr. Kee·gan is wo1rth. more 
, than h:e is getting, but do not go to 
Mr. Butt or De·nis Bruce or a.ny ·other 
.Person wh10 h.appens to be afflicted by 
God and extract it from them. 

MR. BENNIDTT: - May I a,sk if the 
Boar·d of Governors have tabled their 
report for this year? 

Mr. Spe·a.ker resumed the Chair. 
T'he C'h,airman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to the·m referred, and had . pa.ss 
·ed the said Bill without amendment. 
· On motion th.is Report ~as received 

. and adopted, and it was ordered that 

the said Bill be read a it.bird tim~ 
\ 

presently. 

Wh.ere,upon, with unapimous · con
sent~ the Bill entitled "An Act re ... 
specting the Tub·erculosis Sanita.rium 
and th·e Sudbury H1ospital" was read 

• • 
a third · time, and passed, and it w~s 
ordered that the said Bill :be en
grossed, being entitled as above, and 
that it be sent to the Le·gislative 
Council, with a message re·que·sting 
the con1currence of that b,ody in its pro 

• • v1s1ons . 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that h·e~ ha.d received a message fro1m 
the Legislative 1Council acquainting 
the House ·of Assembly that they had 
'passed the Bills sent up entitled re 
sp.ectively ''An Act td Amend ithe Act 
5, ·Geo. V., ,Ca.p 10, entitled "An Act 
.respecting Stamp Duties," a,nd "An 

1 Act to facilitate the Reciprocal En· 
f,orcement ,of Judgm·ents, ~·orders · and 
A wards i11 N ewfou11dland and other 
pa.rts of His Ma~esty's . D1ominions, 
with.out amendment. 

IMr. S1pea.ker, informed th.e House 
th.at h.e· had receive:d a message from 
the Le,gislaJtive 1Council acquainting 
the H 1ouse ·Of. Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill ·entitled "An Act ito 
amend ·Ch,apter 35 ·of the Consolidated 
Statute·s enti.tled "Of the Postal Tele
graph Services" with an amendment, 
in which they request the concur-

( rence ·Of the H·ouse of Assembly. 
On motion of the Ho·n. th·e Minister 

of ,Justice· the sa.id a,me·ndment was 
:reaid a first time, and it was ordered 
that it be read a, second time present
J}y. 

Whereupon, with u.nanimous con
sent, the said amendment was read a 
sec.ond time and c·oncurre·d in, a.na 
~t was ord.ered th.at a m·essage be 

. sent to the Legislative Council ac .. 
q uainting ~{liat /pod,y ~ha:t.. the , said 
amendment had been agreed to with

'· out amendment, a.nd without pre
judice to the rights of the House or 
Assembly respe·cting M1oney Bills. 
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The remaining Orders o·f tl1e Day 
were d·eferre·d. 

It W¥ moved and seconded that 
when the House rises, it adjourn un
til Monday afternoon ne.xt, 29th, inst., 
at three of the clock. 

T'he House then adjourned accoJ d
ing ly. 

MONDAY, May 29th, 1922 
The House met at thr·3e of the 

clock in the after·n.oon pursuant to ad
journment. 

Petitions were IJresented by 
M:r. Winsor from Glovertown, re 

Road; 
Mr.' . Moore gave n.otice of Question. 
M·r. Bennett gave Notice of Ques

tion. 
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of 

Question. 
Hon. the Prime Minister presentecl 

tl1e following Report: 
The Select Committee appointed .to 

consider certain Resolutions respeci
ing a Tax on 1Certain Incomes, . beg 
leave to submit the appended draft as 
its Report, for consideration. 

(Sgd.) R. A. SQUIRES, 
W. R. WARREN, 
J. R. BENNETT, 
W. J. HIGGINS. 

I-louse of Assembly, 
Ma)" 29th., 1922. 

On motion this Report was receiv
.ed, and it . was ordered that it be re-

\ ' 
ferred to a Commi.ttee of the Whole 
House 011 to-morrow. 

Mr. Sp~aker informed the· Hous '~ 

that . J1e had rec.eived a n1essage fron1 
the Legislative Council acquaintin~; 

the House of ... i\ssembly that they hacl 
passed the Bill se1lt up e11titled "A11 
Act for the more effectual transfer of · 
certain properties to the Roman Ca
tholic Episcopal Corporation of St. 
John's." without amendment. 

. Mr. Spea.ker i11formed the Hous2 
that he had received a message frorr1 
the Legislative Council acqt1iainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 

passed the Bill sent up ei1titl~d "A11 
Act to a1nend C}hapter 108 of the Con. 
solidated Statutes, entitled "Of the 
Protectio11 of Animals," with some 
a.1nendments, \ i'n 'vhich they reque·st 
the concurre11ce of the House of As 

sembly. 
On 1notio11 of Hc>n. the Minister of. 

Justice the said · ame11dn1ents werl~ 

read a first tin1e and ordered to be 
read a second time presently. 

Whereupon, with. unanimous con-
• 

sent, tl1e said an1endments were read 
a, second time, and agreed to, and it 
'vas ordered that a message be sent to 
the Legislative Col1ncil acquainting 
tl1at body that the said am.enoments 
had been concurred in 'vithout amr.:~rtd -

1nent. \ 
~\T r. Speaker Informed the Hous e:' 

that he hiad received a message fron1 
tl1e Legislative Ccluncil acquair1t.ing 
the Hous~ . of Assembly that they h.a<l 
passed the Bill sent up entitled ''An 
Act respecting War Pensions", with 
some amendments, in whic.h they re
'quest the concurrence o:f the I-louse of 
Assembly. 

On motion of Hon. the Prime M.in
ister, the said amendments w·ere read 
a first time, and it was ordered tl1at 
they be read a secon~ ti1ne preser1tly. 

Whereupon, with unanimous con
sent, the said amendments were read 
a second time and agreed to, and i~ 

was order.ed that a message be sent tC 
the Legislative Council acqu'ai11ting; 
that body that the said amendments 
had been concurred in w'ithout a.mend
n1ent, and · w'ithout prejudice to th~ 

rights of the House of Assembly re
specting Money Bills. 

MR. lVIOORE asked ·Hon. th.e l\'1inis
ter of Justice, the n1.a.mes of the law
yers with who1n he .has consulted lo
cally or from w11om he has obtained 
an opinion · on the p·resent situation 
that has arisen betw·een the Govern
ment and the Reid Newfoundland Co. 

HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICE-The 

• 
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firm of Blackwood, Eme-rson and Win
ter. \ 

SIR M. P. C ... ~SHIN asked Hon. th~ 

Prime Minister what firms in th.e citY, 
were p.ermitted to pass goods at thq 
custon1s during 1921-22 at a rate lesf:1 
than 4.86j2/3 to the £ sterling. ·The 
amounts so passed; the rates at which 
they were· passed, and the dates on 
'vhich entries were put through. Also 
by what authority this valuation was 
allowed. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-: 

any other papers or docume,nts bea1··-
• 

i11g upon the same subject. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTEl:i.

The answer ha.s been tabled .formally. 
MR. M010RE asked Hon. the Prin1~ 

Minister h ·OW many carloads of lum
ber, pit prop·s, pulp Wtood or otner tna
terial, were hauled since· Ja.nuary lstJ 
of this year fro1n Collishawl's mill, .. 
near St. George's, to different points 
along the railway line, and what 
amount 'vas received as freigl1t foJJ 
the same. 

M 

The Assistant· Collector of Custon1a 
says that no person has ever b~e11 al
lowed. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTE.R.
In so far as can be ascertaine·d from 

. Mr. Hall no pit-props or pulp-wood 
• 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hein. the 
Prime l\tiinister to lay on1 the table or 
the House all corresp·ondence petween 
himself and Mr. R. C. Morgar1, by let
ter or telegraph , with reference to the 
return to this Colon;· of the latter, 
and of any agreement or other dOCll
ments with Mr. Morga.n in reference 
to his future services here in conne~
tion with the railroad systen1. 

HON. 'rHE PRIME MINISTER. -
The terms of his employment is the 
same as before viz., $15,000 per year. 
His term will not exceed 7 n1onths. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN a.sked Hon. the 
Prime Minister to lay on the table of . 
the House. a state,ment sho:wing the 

. . . 
items making up the sum of $517 ,000 
which the Government claims is due 

; 

jt by the Reid Newfoundland Company 
and of the items of the counter 
claims of the Reid Newfoundland Co. 
because of which that Comp·any de
cline·s to pay this amouf t to the Gov
ernment. 

-
HON. THE .PRIME: MINISTER.-

-
I beg leave to table the answer to 
that question. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asl{ed Hon. the 
I'rime Minister to lay on the table of 
the House a copy 10f the agree1nent en
tered into with the Reid N e-tvfolind
land Company fo.r the operation of the 
railroad up to June 12th next, and or 

have been hauled since January the 
1st of this year. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were def erred. 

It was n1oved and secondecl that 
wl1en the Hot1se rises, it adjourn until 
Thursda3r afternoon next ~-at three of 
the clock. · 

The House the11 adjourned 'accord. · 
i11gly. 

THURSDAY, June 1, 1922. 
The House met at three of the 

clock in the aftern1oon pursuant to ad
journme11t. 
q. At a qua.rter past three :01f the clock 
the clerk informed the Ho11se· that Mr. 

. . 
Speaker wias unavoidably detained, 
and would not be present at tl1is ~es
.sion, the DeputJ" Speaker wa8 also 
absent. 

Mr. Jo11es being inoved to tl1e Chair 
and there bein$ t10 ·quorum present, 
the House ·was de(~lared adjot1rned u11-

til to-morrow afternoon at three of 
the clock. 

The Me1nbers p·resent were 1-1011. the 
Prime Minister, Sir M. P. Cashin, Mr. 

• 
Jones, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Higglns, Mr. 
Walsh, l\tir. SulJivan, Mr. Moore, Mr. 
MacDonnell, Mr. Si11n~tt. . 

The House iheu adjourned accord-
ingly. ---

FRIDAY, Ju.ne 2nd., 1922. 
The House met .iat three ·of the cloclt 

• • 
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in the afternoon pursua.,nt to adjourn ~ 

ment. 
Mr. Speaker. informed the. Housfi 

that he had received a message from. 
the Legislative Council acquainti11g 
the House of Assembly · th~t they had 
passed · the Bill sent up, entitled "An 
Act further to amend Chapter Twen-

. . 

ty·-two of the Consolidated Statutes en 
titled "Of the Custon1s" without 
amendment. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had ·received a message frolJl. 
the Legislative Council a.cquai11ting ' 
the House o.f Asse,mbly that they had · 
passed the Bill sent up, entitlecl "A11 

Act for the Confirmation o-r an J.\.gree ... 
ment . between th0 Government and 
the Commerc.ial Cable Company of 
New York." 

Whereupon, w.ith unanimous con
sent, the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consicler 
tl1e Bill entitled "A.n Act respect'ir1g a 

Tax on Certain . Inc1omes.'· 
Mr. Spealrer left the Chair. 

I 

; Mr. J·ones took the ·Chair of 1Commit-
tee. 

l\fr. Spealrer resumed , the Chair. 
The Chairman from tile Cornmittef) 

re1Jorted tl1at they had considered the 
n1s.tter to then1 referred, and had pae- . 
sed the said Bill without am~?1ttment. 

On motio11 this rep·ort ·"ras received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that. 
the said Bill be read a. third tim.e p1re
sently. 

• Whereupon, with unani1nous co11-
sent, the Bill entitled ''An Act respect 
i11g a ''.I'ax on Certai11 Incomes" wa~ 

. read 1a third time· and passed, n11cl it Pursuant to order and on rnotion or 
Hon. the Prime Minister, th~ Hou~e 

resolved itself into a Comn1itte1~ of 
the Whole to consid·er certai11 Resolu.
tions on the subject of rt Tax upo11 

· was ordered that it be engrossed, l)e- 1 

ing entitled as above, and ·that it he 
sent t.o the Legislative Council with 

certain Incomes . . ' 
Mr. Speaker left the Cb1atr-. 
l\iir. Jones took the 1Chair of 1Commit

tee. 
Mr. Speaker res11med the Chalr. 

v The Chairman froµi the Comn1ittee 
reported that they had considerecl the 
n1atter to them refer·red, hacl passed 

· the sa,id Resolutions without amend
n1ent, and r-ecomn1ended that a Bill 

. ' 

be introduced to gi.ve effect to the 
same. 

On motion this Report was received 
arid adopted, and the Bill entitled "An 
Act respecting a 'l1a.x on Certain In
comes" was introduced ancl read a. 
first tim.e, and it 'vas ordered that the 
said Bill be read a second ti:rne pre
sently. 

Wl1ereupon, with unanimous con
sent, the Bill entitled "An Act reRpect-
ing a Tax on Certair1 Incomes" was 
read a, second time, and it was o·rcler- ' 
·ea that the said Bill be referred to a 

' . 
Committee of the Whole ~ouse pre-
sently. '· 

a ineRsage request~.ng the co11currence 
of that body in its provisions. 

The remaining . Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and secondecl tl1a.t. 
'vhen the House rises it adjourn l1nti1 
Tuesday afternoon next, 6th instant, 
at tl1ree of the clock.' 

Sir M. P. Cashi11 ga·ve Notice or 
' 

Questio11. 
Mr. Moore gave Notice of Questio11. 
The House then adjourned aCC()r<l

, ir1gly. 

T'UESDAY, June 6th, 1922. 
T'h·e H;oiuse met at three of the clo·ck 

,..J 

in the a.fterno011, pursuant to adjourn-
ment. 

' 

Petitions were presented by 
Mr. LeGrow from Old Perlica.n Re 

Magistracy. 
Mr. Abbott "Port Bla~ndford" P:o·stal ' 

S1ervice .. 
' 

Sir M P. Cashin gave notice of que!s 
tiiO·ll. 

Mr. Walsh gave notice of question. 

·Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
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?vlr. Bennett gave notic·e of question. 
At half pa.st three of the· clo·ck the 

Gentleman Usher iOlf t~e Black Rod ap
peared at the Bar of the Ho:use with 
~ niessage fr·om His Excellency, tht. 
Governor, commanding the attendance 

transfer of certain pr101perties to tha 
·~·omrun ·Catholic Episcopal ·Co·rpora 
tion of St. John's." 

.. of the Hous·e in the Council Cp.a.mber. 
· Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the 
House attended His Excellency, the 
Governor, in the Oo1uncil 1Chamber 
· And Mr. Speaker ~nd the House b·& 
ing at the Bar of the 1C·ouncil Chkm
ber, His Excellency, th.e Governor, was 
pleased to assent to the followinb 
Bills:-

"An Act to amend the Business Pro-
fits Tax Acts 1917-1920. 

"Ari Act to1 a.mend the Act 5, Geo. V., 
c ·ap. 10, entitled "An Act respecting 
Stamp Duties." 

"An Act further to amend Chapter 
22 of the Consolidated Statutes, en
titled "Of the Customs." 

"An Act for the ·Confirmation of a11 • 
Agreement betw·een th.e Governme·nt 
and· the Commercial 1Cable 1Compan.y 
of New Y1ork." 

"A11 Act respecting War Pensions." 
"An Act to amend 1C'hapter 35 o·f th~ 

Consoliqated Statutes entitled "Of the 
Postal and T'ellegraph S·ervices " 

"An Act to amend Chapter 75 of the 
Consolidated Statutes, entitled "Of the 
St1fferers from Marine Disasters." 

".An ActJ to· facilit~te the Reciprlo1cal 
Enforce·ment of Judgments, ' Orders, 
and Awards in Newfoundland anO. 
other parts of His Majesty's Domin· 
ions.'' 

'"An Act to amend ·Cha.pter 83 of thb 
Consolidated Statutes, (Third Series) 

"" entitled "T'he Judicature Act." 
''An Act to repeal the Ae·rial Mail 

Service Act, '1919." 
''An Act for the 

Neglected, Depend·ent, 
Childr-en." 

Protection ·ot 
• 

and Delinquent 

"An Act to amend ·Chapter 85 of the 
c;onsolidated Statutes, entitled "Of 

· "An Act to· amend Chapter 108 Ol. 

the ·Consoilidated Statutes, entitled ''Of 
the Protection o·f j Animals." 

'rh€ remaining Orders of the Day 

were deferred. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Asked th·e 

Minister of Marine and Fisherie.s if 
during his recent travels a:br·oad h~ 

~ame into conta·ct with the Auditors 
wl10 '\Ve·re here two year~ ago to in-
vestigate the P·ublic Accou.nts and if 
he learned from th·ese Audito·rs any
thing about the various. sc31ndals that 
have come to light .the past two ye·ai:s, 

: namely the "Tuckahoe's" salt, the 
"President ·Coaker's'' fish, the Ro\ad 
·de Luxe, the Badger Ro34d, the Deer 
Lake Road, Sales of Fish on Gov·ern· 
i11ent Account t11e Fisher)' Supplies 

I 

etc., and if so, to lay on the table of 
the House a report frloru lthem, if 
any, on these matters. 

HON. THE PRIJM!E MINISTER:--
Unfortunately, tlJ,at question cannot 
be answered until the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries is in th·e House 
hnd I w:ould ask th·at it .be deferred. 

MR. M010RE:- As!ked Hon. the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon. 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
wh:OI was awarded the contract fo·r 
1922 for the supplying of kerosene oil 
to tl1e several lighthouses throughout 
the Island; whether it was contra.ct
ed for delivery in oak barrels or it,. 

I 

steel b;trrels, and what was the tender 
.· in ea-Ch c~se. Also to1 give the names 

of th·e tender or tenders, , 1and to 
,·whom the contra·ct has been allocatea. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:--, 

The following reply is from Mr: Good-. 
ridge, Deputy Minister of IMiarine and 

Central and Harbour Grace District 

Fisl1eries: The ·Olil for the use of tht:. 
department for 1922-23 was supplied 
by the Imperial ·Oil ·Company a.nd G. 
M. Barr. Tenders 'we·re not asked for .. 
but the lowest mar~et price was paid. 
paid. Courts.'' ,.. 

"A.n Act for the more ·effectual I-ION. THE PRIME MINIS.TE'R:-

' 
j 
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Mr. Sp·eaker, I anticipated this afte·r
noon th~,t the report from the S·ele·ct 
Committee on the M'.unicipal Bill 
·w:oruld be submitted and discussed·, :b.ut 
I find now that anothe.r meeting of 
the committee will be ne·cessary b·eo 

\ fore the repo·rt will .be ready for 
presentation. Consequently f in mov
ing the adjournment of the Houst. 
until Monday next, I would say that 
the Attorney General ha.s not yet been 
able to s·ecure legal opinions either 
locally or fro·m his a~visers in Lon. 
don regarding the railway situation. 
By 1\tlonda~y next we hope to1 be in a 
position to su.bmit a programn1e re
specting the railway. 

SIR. MI1CHAEL 1CASHIN:-Mr. 
Speaker, I w·ould like to say a ·word 01 

· two on this motiion · for an adjou.rn. 
1ment. There is no reason w.hy this 
f--louse should be adjourne_d from da,y 
to d~y and week to w,eek, therby 
keepi.ng men here who want to g~o1 to 
their homes in the outports. The 
Prim·e Minister's reason for askin5 
adjournment is that the legal opinion9 
on the railway problem are not )'et In 
;the hands •0 1f the Government; no1 
;are they likely to be for some consider 
able tin1e to come, although, as a 
matter of fa.ct, th·ese opinions should 
be in the possession ·Of the Govern.· 

\ 

me·nt long ~go because the matter w~ 
are now about to c-ons.ider should 
have been dis·cussed and disposed ot 
two and a half years ago. E'ven if 
)T,0:11 do g·et opinions from your la.w· 
ye rs on the ·other side of the wate·r, 
it is not possible to get them in a 
few daiiys. As a layman I take it that 
you are not going to g·et a . lega\ 
.opinion sufficient to warrant a rail
way pr10.positi1o·n ~ fo·r some time to 

\ 

come. This is the busie.st season of 
the ye·ar and members on both sid1e~ 

: of the House who aire interested in 
the ftsh~ry of the C'olo·ny would likt.. 
to get 101ut of the city and there is 
i10 reason why the government should 
not adjourn the House f·or about four 
we·eks since they have no business 

ready to g101 on with. Here we are to
day in the House without a Minister 
of l\1arine a11d Fisheries, although th~t 
gentl~man has arrived back to this· 
c·o1111try after an extensive trip abroau. 
Apparently he is not going to turn up 
here until ~ter he attends to his own 
private business. Surey if we are in 
earnest and intend to handle the 
~usiness of the House a.s it 
ought to be -ban.died, we should not 
put this railway pro·blem off from 

·we.ek to week and m.onth to month. 
The matter of the railway is of vital 
lmpf;rtance to this country. It is just 
as well to adjourn the House for a 
month, seeing that you have rio busi-
11ess ready to go on with, and then 
whe11 we meet again t~ckle the thing 
in earnest. I am sure that some of 
that gentle1nen in the governn1ent 
benches this evening are anxious to 
get to their homes in the ou tports to 
attend to their private business. .L 

kno\v, and you know, Sir, that you 
are. not going to be ready the n·ext 

/week. 'o.r so to go on with this railwa.y 
~usiness. When it has taken the Go' 
·ernment so long to get an opinion 
from the local lawyers, Messrs Black
wood, Emerson and Winter, who. are 
quitf.· near the Attorne·y General ion 
Duckw1orth Stre·et it is, certainly gu 
ing to be months ·. to get an opinion 
from the legal advisers from the other 
side of the water. Hence the Prin1e 
Minister will see the reasonableness 
·of my proposition this afternoo·n. The 

· prop·er thing to do is to adjourn the 
House for a month or until such timt.. 

\' as )'"OU are in p·ossession of legal ad
vice regarding the imperial matter. 
The idea of coming here day after 
day and adjourning after being in 

• • -sessJ011 a couple, o·f minutes without 
doing any business is the height of 
no11s·ense and is makin:g the Govern 
ment miore ridiculous in the eyes of 
the people of the country. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS~TE'R:

Mr. Speaker, the pos.ition taken by tht 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition is en-

• 

{ 
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tirely re·~onable but n.ot at this stage. 
Before Monday next, June 12th, the 
d.at.e· set to submit· a programme re
specting the· ra.ilway we hope to have 
something either of permanent 01 

temporary nature outlined; . but we 
do not anticipate 31ny further cessa~ . 

tion of railway operatio·nS: Any pr10-
gran1me th.at will be conside·red for 
rai1\\"ay ope.rations between now and 
Monday next, the 12th, ·inst., shall be 
submitted t10 th.is Leg'Lslature anu 
shall be detailed to this L·egislature 
only. I, consequently, concur with 
the Hon. L·e·ader of the ·Opposition 
tha~t. an adjournment fro1m day to 
.dav is not a. desirable situation; but • 

it is desirable that we sh·ould meet 
on the 12th. 

SIR MICHAEL 1CASHIN:-You 
stated to this House within the last 
few \v·eeks that the Reid Nfld Co. 

' 

told you that they were n·ot going . to 
further operate the railro~ unless 
yol1 advance the1n the m·oney up to 
the 30th, of June. You have had 
ample time to prepare a ·p.ro.grammu 
and why not submit that progr3lmn1e 
toda:y·. The advices you are gc)ing tn 
get from your British lawyers or 
your local la\\Tyers will not alter the 
p1osition. It is n.o use waiting any 
furtheir. _,,.1 The Reids have put their 
·position in writing to . th·e Goveri.l 
ment. 

HON. THID PRIME 1MINISTE·R:-·~ 

Th~ programme with respect to sub ... 
sequent operations' will be considered 

· i11 the interim ~nd I think it is desir .. 
able th·at we should meet Monday next 
to consider ·o.perations for the sum
mer months. 

SIR MI1CHAEL CASHIN:-There is 
r 

JlO explanation giv·en to the House 
j yet for the attitude of the Govern
ment. The Reids sa.id in plain la.ngu. 

·age that they awei not going to further 
onerate the railroad unless you ad-,_ 

vanee them the money-1 1-2 million 
dollars,-s·o that yo·u will be in · the 
sq.me position . on Jun.e 12th, as you 
are today. 

lVIR. ARCI-IIBALD :-Mr. Speaker, 
seei11g th.at th·e House is going to be 
cliosed until Monday next, I would 
like to kn·ow if it is the intention of 
the 1Government to put a second 

·",steamer on the Labra.dor route. T'he 
\"PORTIA" is too small a :boat to run 
·. alone. ·This matter is one 1of gr·eat 
urgency to the peop.!e in Conception 

~ Bay.. . 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS:TER:
. T'he S. S. Ranger will be leaving here 
for tl1e L·abrador on the 14th, instant. 

MR. HIGGINS:-With reference to 
the point r 1aised by Sir Mich.ael c ·ash
in. I do not think · that the Prim• 
Minister could have missed the im-, 
po·rt of his rema.rks. We certainly 
are not going to be any further ad
va.nced because ,of what the govern
n1ent shall adopt. I agree with Sir 
lVfichael Cashin that until sucn tlme 

as it is possible f 1o·r legal opinions, 
local and outside, to be available it 
is idle to tackle the question at all. 1 
think that, as r·egards the ultimate 
decision of the government, whether 
it is g1oing to be ~ ca.se of fighting 'the 
Reids or to try and break up all ag·ree 
ments, months will erapse before an in 
telligent opinion can 'be secured. It 
is unfortunate that this pro·b.Je.n1 was 
not taken up, ·as stated by Sir Michael 
Cashin, two years a.go, and now whe·1. 
;the ·climax is re·ached in our railw·ay 
hisfJory the g1ov·ernmen.t expects Ito 

, . I 

rush operations. Personally I would 
:not pl~e much value for the opera
'tions that are rushed. There are 
things that will require the be·st con
sideratio1n that c·an be given the·m 

: and "rhich cannot be given 10.r extract .. 
ed by cable. We must be aware witl1 
regard to this . grav·e question that on 
the one · hand we 1are de.aling with 
people who have had a continuity ot 
thoLight, a contin.uity o·f preparatiio;n 
and a continuity of uninterrupted 
legal advice sin·ce 1893, and as I see 
it from this side of the House 1 

WOltld advise the· government not to 
go on in too much· of a h-q.rry. W·hen 

• 



. ' 

468 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

you are treading 10111 ,thin ice you 
want to be sure that you are able to 
~b~re your weight on it. . 

In the past thirty years it has not 
been anyones business to take notic& 
of what has take·n pla,ce regarding 
Reid Contracts or on Rail w~y malters, 
and ;th·,e whole situ:ation is, in th~ 

position that it reuires care and 
thought for what you are going to do. 
~or that reas•o1n I strongly supp·ort 
Jhe L·eader of the ,Oppo·sition,. 'The 
second m~ter I want to refe·r to is 
:J-egarding adJournment. I really do 
not see what point there·. is in adjourn 
ing until Monday. 1Clearly it ma.y 
seem that y,o:u are not going to h.a ve 
anything fina;lized by then, so what 
is the position th,at the government 
is going to adopt when we meet here 
on Monday. Further the government 
can only ado,pt any arrang·ements a~ 
a government, and I d101 not see how 
we c~ ena.ct any laws without first 
, seeing what is going to be d1one in 
rega;rd to the leg.al ~specit ,of tht 
matter, and it strikes me that w~ are 
not going to be in any stro·nger posi
tion by M·onday. The~ the govern
ment c1an only come down · here and 
tell us what programme ha,s been de
cid,ed upon th·en. It seems to me that 
those who made the mess have to 
make· tl1e best o·f it and get out a~ 

• 
well as they can. Some 101ne some ... 

• 

where is lying. The Prime Minister 
;Says that no ve,rb·a.l arrangements were 
made and yet the Reid Nfld Co claims 
tl1at there were. In the settlement of 
th,e problems surrounding the whole 
thinig I don't see what the House c.an 
do to assist, but I certaJ,nly think it 
better for us to have a. definite 1ad
j.ournment. We can do nothing her'"° 
,on Monday, but will :be in a much bet
ter position to handle the situation 
a.fter we have adjournment for say 
a month. 
1 HON. MINIS1TE'R OF JUSTICE:
Mr. Speaker, I am, in accord with 
what my learned frein.d on the other 
side has just said. I have already 

• 

• 
. 

suggeste,d to the Prime Minister that 
we adj1o'urn until .Monday for the 
agreement no1w in force with the. Reid 
Nfld. 1Co., will expire on that date. 
Now if it will be at all possible we 
shall ha·ve to make some arrange-
ment to carry the Railway on until 
the 30th, ,of Jun·e, and for that re·aso,n 
we would like to have, the House 

1 open. 
, SIR MI1C.HAEL ~A~HIN:~M!a;y l 

·ask the Minister of Public Works 
\ 

when we may expe·ct to have the re
port of the sa·nitorium and the 
Hospital. 

HON. THE PRIME, MINISTE'R:-
)phe practice is to table 101ne fron1 
·both institutions at the same time. I 
wrote Mr. Rennie recently on the 
matter and I hope to have th·en1 in a 
day or two. 
. It was moved and seconded that · 
~hen the· House rises, it adjourn un
'til M 1onday afternoon ne,xt, 12th, inst.! 
.at three 10f the clock. 

The House then adjpurned accord
ingly. 

JUNE 12th., 1922. 
The House met at three of the clocl{ 

pursuant to adjournment. 
MR. .t\.RCHIBALD.'-lVIr. Speaker. I 

beg leave to present a petition from 
the people of Hr. Grace in regard t(, 
the setting of cod traps on a certain 
d.e..te. 

I 
The petit~oners, numbering 177, ask 

tl1a t tl1e fisherm.en on the North Side 
of Hr. Grace 11arbour have a specified 
date for setting their cod traps. The 
reason is that the people in the out
lying places have got a set date a11d it 
is not necessary for them to go out to 
take their own berths for the present 
yea.r. Hr. Grace is an op·en port and 
people from outside take their berthEt. 

• 

However, the petitioners are not anxi
ous to have the traps removed tl1is 
season. 

I hope that the petition will receive 
immediate a.ttention. I w:ould also 
like to draw atten.tion to two shoals 

' 

' 
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in Hr. Grace 11.arbour and would like 
to discuss th.e mattet with the Minis
ter of Mari11e and Fisheries. 

MR. SlJLLI"\TAN-Mr. Speaker. Witl1 
your permission and without going 
throltgh the regular formality, I would 

. . 
like to have an explanation fro1n the -
1\'.linister of Shipping a.s to why th~ 

·"Portia" was taken off the West Coast 
route and placed on the Labra.dor 
route. I wiant to point out the serious 
n.ess of this matter especially at tl1is 

1
sea.son where people on the South -vvr. 

· Coast were served by the "Portia" Tl1e 
"Eagle" w·hich the Gove~nme·nt ·ser1t 
for 011e trip was 11nsuitab1e. The magle 
should be sent to the Labrador and 

• 
the "Portia" put 011 her regula .. r route. 
I '\\Tould like to lrnow if it is 1:he in
tention to keep the "Portia": on the. 
l-'3.brador route and the "Eagle" on 
the We·stern route. 

the House a state1ne11t showing al\ 
amounts paid to officials of the Mili
tia Depa.rtment other than · salaries . ' 
that is to say, separation allowances. 

' f 

special allowances," travelling expen-
~es, etc.~ either here or in Engla11d fo1~ 
the fiscal year 1920-21 and for the por
tion of the current fiscal year up tq 
this date, said statement to show the 
amoltnts u'nder the variot1s headings 
given above. 

HON. THE .P .RIME MINISTER.-
Mt . Rend\~ll of th.e Militia Departme~t 
has sent me a note saying that in or~ 
der to prepare a reply a very large 
a.1nou11t of accou11ts and papers would 
have to be gone through and that the 
work would occupy a couple of days . 

SIR 1\iI. P. CA.SHIN asked Hon. tl1e 
Prime l\1inister, if the Report of the 
Co1nn1issio11 enquiring into the charg
es made against Hon. the Minister of. 

HON MIN OF;, SHIPPING Ma.rine and Fisheries in reliation to · · · .., - 1\fr. 
Speaker. Before the "Portia" wa.~ 

taken off the w·est,ern route the matter. 
was discussed with the members fo~ 

Burgeo and B11ri11 who1 gave their ap

l)rovaJ of the change. It \Vas also 
found that owi11g to the small amount 
of freight offering at that particular 

·-· itime and which could easily be hand
led by tl1e "Glencoe", which is 011 tlli:l t "' 

• 

coast, it w·as a '\\,..aste of time and n10--

1;,ey to lreep the "Portia'' there; be
sides there are 011ly two ports in Pla
centia and St. Mary's Bays that were . 
served by the ''Portia" and arra11ge-
ments have been . ma-de to give those 
two ports fortnightly service by the 
"Argyle" the same ias if the "Portia" 
was running up and down the coast. 
"fhe "Eagle" was chartered for the S. 
,V. Coast when the· railway wa~ tied 
up and there 'vas a, great outcry abot1t 

l , ' • 

the freight 'that was held up. ~A.s th(:;, 
"Glencoe" was not on the route at the 
time we were forced to employ the 
"Eagle" to relie·ve the congestio11 of 
freight. The "Eiagle" i.s finished no.wj 

: 

SIR l\!. P. C.ASHIN aslred Hon. th() 
Prime Minister to lay on the table ot 

the "President Coaker's" fish cargo 
a11d the ''Tuckahoe's" salt cargo has 
been received by the Govern1nent, and 
if so, to lay the same on the table of 
the House. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.- • 
A report received by His Excellency 
the Governor was forwarded to th0 
Colo11ial Secretary a few days ago 1and 
t.he origi111al is now in course of tran~ 
sit and will be here in a fe\v minutes. 
when I will table it. 

MR. W ... .\.LSH asked Hon. the Minis-1 
ter of Marine and Fisheries 

(a) What arrangements are beinr 
inade with aids to navigation at or 
11ear the new Terminal at Argentia. 

(b) Did the Captains of tl1e Coastal 
boats, using ... l\..rgentia as a port of 
call, malre recommendations to -the 
Lighthouse Depart1nent in referer1ce 
to Fog .Alarm, Lights and Buoys for 
said Ter1ninal. 

( c) To lay on the table of the House 
a copy of said recommendations or 
any correspondence in reference to 
this subject. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS'rER.--
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I ask tl1at this question as well as 
11umbers 4 and 5 directed' to. th.e l\finis 
ter of Marine ancl Fisheries stand ov
er until he arrives in the House. 

MR. BENNETT asl{ed the Minister 
of Public Works if the returns for the 
R(1ad Board election held at Bristol'P 
Hope, Carbonear district, in Fellrua.ry 
last, ha'\re yet been received and. if so, 
have the me1nber·s, so elected, been no. 
tified of their election and if not~ '\Vhy . 
llOt. 
. HON. 1\iIIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.-
No r.et11rns hav·e bee·n recei,"ed hv the 

. .. 
Depiartment of Public Works. Somr 
ti1ne ago I wrote asking the conven.or 

• • 

<Jf a meeting what happened Cl.nd. his 
reply w.as a tangle up, 1a.nd it would 
seem that there was three men ~lecte(l 
ai1d that one resignecl. There is real
J:r no Bc)ard there at the p·resent time, 
but ''Te are taking steps to have an 

' . 
election there. 

MR. BENNETT-Whiat '\Vas the 
C'.luse of the ta11gli11g t1p? Was th41 
result of the election satisfactor)". I 
would like to k110"'· fro1n the Minis-. 
ter? 

HON. MIN. OF PlTBLIC WORKS.
Evidently the convenor did t1ot regard 
it a.s satisfactory. 

MR. BENNETT-Is that excusable? 
' HON. l\f.IN. OF PlTBLIC ·woRKS.--

t;''le waited until our patience was cx
l1austed before we got a reply. 

• 
MR. BENNETT-It does look rather 

extraordinary to say that .an election 
wag 11eld in February a.nd no rett1rnf 
in until June. It doe·s not matter ho\',· 
small the section is; the principle is 
involved. Now I would like to knov1 
the exact position? 

.WIR. HIGGINS~For the information 
of the Minister . I would like for hi1n 
to consider on his enquiry if it is not 
a fact that people who were elected 
on that Board were not sa.tisfactory to 

I 

· the Board of Works. I happen to know. 
the whole story. The election wa~ . . 

conducted in a r~gular and p·roper 
v.ray, ht1t what really happened 'vas 

that certain people w·ere elected that 
I 

did not find favour· with the depart-
ment of Public Works so far an n10-

11ey matters were concerned. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-

iVfr. Spealrer. I give notice that I will 
on to-morrow ask leave to introd11ce 
a, Bill to ame·nd the Avalon Telephone 

• 
Com11any Act; 1also , a Bill to ame q 

) 

the Street Railway A.ct. I have no~ 

yet seen these Bills and ·consequently 
cannot inform the House as to the con 
texts of them. The object of .the .Bills 
is to enable the Companies to have 

• 

clear titles as to franchises so that 
transfers ca.n be inade to bond holder~ 
in the event of the companies raising 
money for improvement 1>urposes b~" 

this rr1eans. I now give notice so that 
to-morrow the entire House will hlave 
an opportunity of considering these 
Bills. 

l\!Ir. Speaker, I might inform th~ · 

IIouse that arrangements are in , ne
gotiation for the temporary operation 
of the new rail,vay until. the autumn. 
Details will be the subject of adjust
ment between the Reid Nfld. Co. Ltd .. 

• 

a.nd Mr. Hall, the Government Engin
eer, l\'.lr. Morga11, w·ho is tl1e speciaJ 
ac1viser of the Go·vernment in n1atters 
of railw1ay operation, and M:r. Berteau 
the Auditor General. 

I am not a.ware of any further pre
sent legislation. other than that now 
on the Order Paper and• to be an.nottnc 
ed this afternoon. 

On beb1alf of the Minister of Finance 
I shall ask the House th.er fore to pass 
the 011e remaininy vote in upply, an& 

• 
the St1pply, Bill will provide for p11b-

lic expenditure to · the 31st day of De
c~mber next. 

As soon as the necessary legislation 
has been disposed of and assented tq 
by · His Excellency tlie Governor, tl\~ 

I 

I-louse will adjourn until some date in 
the Autumn to be decided upon. Rail
way inatters will then be rea<ly f()~i 

consideration and decision. 
SIR l\ilICHAEL CASHIN-Mr. Speak 

• •• 

• 

• 
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er. Following upon the re1narks of 
the Prime Minister, I ml1st say I do 
IJot. thinlt _,ve ca11 pa.ss the Supply Bill . 
until we know something more defi
nite regard.ing present a.nd future 't"a!1 

'vay matters. In fact I do not see any. 
reason why we ~hould pass that ·vote 
at all. I"'ast~ year we agreed to an a<l·· 
journme11t until the 12th of December 
and were good enough to pass all 
your bills, but w·hen we dicl a.ssemble 
here again we all know what happen"' · 
ed. Well YOU; are not &"oing to do thiat 
u.s-ai11 this year. Last year after this 
I-Iouse closed yo11 spent millions o~ 

dollars upon your executive responsi
l>ility a11d ;without the authority of 
this House. Now if yo11 a.re going to 
adjourn until the autumn, we sl1ould 
only pass enoubl1 supply to carry yot1 

L . . 
on unt1l then, and what's more yo11 
should not get that Horse Police vote 
at all. Anyway I am not going to 
agree to any adjournment while so 
n1a~y important i11atters relating to 
the Rail way are left ·unfinished. Yott 
were elected solely upon yo11r pro1nise 

• to manage the Railway and as you 
said to put the Reids' in the proper 

. place, and despite the fact that y9u 
have been! han<lling the situation fo17 
the past t ·wo and a half years ~ noth
ing definite~ has been sett.led and her~ 
you are. today a.sking for an adjourn
ment until the Autumn and in the 
r.neantime the people will l)e left ir1 
ignor~nce, ian~i told nothing of th.r7 
i1nportant n1ttters that are now .tl1reat 
en.ing then1 in regard to tra.nsporta
tion a.nd ~utside com.m·unication. N'f 
you are not going to pass your votes 
and treat the country this ""ay, or to 
work your tricks 11pon us as you did 

,.last year. Now you will get a certain 
amount of your estin1ates to carry YO\\ 

• 
on until the Autumn, b·ut t.he11 Y01' 

'\\
7ill have to come here and get the re 

inainder. I just mea.n to advise that 
we cannot hand you· out the vote ·YOll 

r1o'v ask for, but we will · give· yo11 
e;1ough to do yolt until ,the ·fall, bt1t no 

longer. We have too much to know re 
garding the Railway, and until these 

, 

n1atters come down for consideratio11 
to this House, I must 'varn you on be
half of th<~ Opposition that yo i1are not 
going to have· the opportunity to ov~r
look our rights and those of the peopl~ 
of the country, in not giving us the de 
tails of wh~t is being done with our 
affairs. 

HON. TIIE PRil\iE MINISTER.
Mr. Spetker, I inay be pardoned to re
ply to the observations of the Leade:r 
of the Opposition. I said, on behal~ 
of the Minister of Finance that we 
might to-da.y pass ~he remaining sup
ply votes until the 31st of December. 
'l,he Ifo11se w'ill certainly · meet tl1en 
for the purpose of providing supply 
for the re1nai11ing current half year. 

. ' 
I now suggest th.at we follow princi-
ples well l{nown in the past and pass 
the remaining votes. Regarding ad
jo·urnment I remembe·r a day or two 
a.go on which this same suggestion 
came from my Hon. friends on the 
other side, so they ml1'st admit now, 
that in opjecting to this adjo11rnment 
they are but contradicting their ow11 
wishes of a few days ago . 
· Sir Michael Casl1in gave Notice 01 

Question. 
MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Mi11is

ter of Marine an(l Fisheries-
( a) What arrangements are being 

. . 

m.ade with aids to navigation at or 
.near the new Ter1ninal at Argentia. 

(b) Did the Captains of the· Coastal 
boats, using Ar gen tia as a. port ot 

• 
call, make recomm~ndations to the 
Lightho·use De·pt. in rererence to 
Fog Alarm, Lights and Buoys for said 
Terminal. 1 . 

( c) To lay on the table of the Hous"~ 
a. copy . <.)f said recommendations or 
any corr~spondence in reference to 
thjs subject. 

I-ION. l\IIN. OF IVl~t\RIN'E & FISHER
IES t~abled reply to uestion 
. MR. l\tIOORE asked Hon. the Minis· 
ter of Marine and Fisheries if he 

• 
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knows the present whereabouts o~ 

.\Ir. E. Collisha '\\r, if Mr. Collisha '\'"~ 
took part 'vi th him in negotiations : 
'vl1ich he says recer1tly took place be ... 
tween hi1nself and American capital
ists for the revival of the Humber Riv 

·er' Deal, and if so, is it correct tha ::1 

the Ja.nds of l\!Iessrs. Collisha.w, Job 
a11d others are to be inclucled i11 this 

• 
c1ea1 , and if so, wl1at are the terms 011 

whicl1 these properties are to be in
cluded, ancl is it the int~ntton to pro
ceed with this matter at the present 
session o'f the Legislature. 

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISI-J.., 
"ERIES-May I say to the hon. inemb 
er t11.a,t I ha,·e heard nothing of this 
i11atter, and that I absolutely know no 
thing abol1t it. ) 

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the 
• 

l\1Jnister of Mlarine and Fisl1eries if 
during his recent travels abroad hr 

' came into contact with the ... t\uditor~, 
who were here tw.o ye·ars ago to inves
·tigate the Public Accounts and if hf' 
lea.rr1ec1 from these Auditors anything 
ftbout the various sca.ndals that have 

; come to light the past two years, i1a.me 
- ly tlie "Tucklahoe's" salt, the "Presi
clent Coaker's'' fish, the Roa.d de Luxe 
the Badger Road, the Deer Lake Road 
Sales of Fish on Government Account 
the Fisl1ery Supplies etc., and if so. 
to lay on the table of the House a re
por~ from then1, ii any, on these mat
ters. 

HON. l\IIN. OF MARINE & FISI-I
ERIES-I may say that I ha.ve not 
come in contact with any such Audi 
tors, and I would not know them if J 
did for I never sia w them in my lite. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-Mr. Speak 
er, This b·eing the occasion of the 
fi.rst entry o·f the Hon. W. F. Coakel" 
into, this House for the sp-=ice of 12 
months or 1nore, I would l ike to takf' 
advantage of the occasion to welcom(~ 

the l\!Iinister back, a11d I \Vould also 
tell him that we have missed him 
very much. Du.r"ing his absence 11u-, 

inerous things occurred here, ancl to 

• 

11is department in which r1othingi 
could be done, as it was necessary for 
l1im to handle them. Further in tl1is 
house we on the opp.ositton r3tcle have 
during the session asked innumerable 
questions ·relating to this gentleman's 
tlepartment, and have been unable to 
get the requisite i11formation. Conse
c1uently there are many things whicq 
the lVIinister has to tell u.s no'v that 
he is back again in the House. In the 
first place 've were 'rery anxious about 
11is welfare abroa,d and the businesP 
he ·was doing on behalf of the Fisher
ies . department, ancl we had to know 
f·ully about its nature. Again day af
ter day during 11is absence we were 
unable to discove·r any· particulars re
garding the many scandals ,with w·hic 1 

his department has been identified 
since his government came into pow
er. All these matters should no'v re
c~eive the Minister's attention duri11g 
the next few days, and 've on this side 
sl1ould be treated to a.II the right that 
can be thrown upon the subjects of 
our enquiries. . Of course there are 
ma.nv things which you don't know 

~ 

ar1ything about as yc>u have been an-
$ent so long. But you do k11ow about 
the many fish scandals, and the Gov
ernment g1.1arantees, and the Presi
dent Coakers cargo w·hich cost the 
country $100,000; and then the Road 
de Luxe of whicl1 you may not have 
heard. Its a road up here in thB 
West End·, one-fifth o'f a mile long. · 
a11d only cost $30,000. Then there Is 

the Badger Road costing $400,000, the 
report of which -.Nould involve too 
much liabour and printing expendi
ture to lay before the House. Now 
these are only a few of the many scan
ilals your Govern1nent is identified 
'vith. There is also tl1e Deer Lake 
Road which cost another $400,000 ancl 
v;re must not forget sales of fish on 
Government account, of which you 
are responsible, as wtll as the :many 
Fisheries' supplies scandals. On Jt1 -

ly 1.2 last year I asked if the F.P.U. 
I 

I 

• 

• 
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was getting any of this guaran.tee ~ 
and I was assured tl1ey were not 

Section it will be noticed that t11e Sec 
tio11 is J1ot changed, See Chapter 34, 
12 Geo. V. Sec .. 4-this on.ly affects 
kerosene <lil, gasolene is not touched 
a.t all. 

' 
SIR MICHAEL CASI-TIN-Mr. Chair 

man, before p1assing those Resolutio11~ 
I would crave the indulge·nce of this 
fiouse aga,in. When this Duty a11fl 

Since then it h.as been found that they 
got $77,000 of whicl1 only $4,000 wa:-, 
handed back up to a month ago. These 
are only· some of the th.ings tha,t 11ap- . 
pened while you 'vere away, and af
ter these have been explained, we may 
be treated to a further expla.nation of 
l1is alJsence, and the circumstances 

I . S11r-Tax was being put on Kerosen~ 
oil, I protested in no- uncertain terms 
against it, and I wa.s surprised to· see 
that the gentlemen who are the repre
sentatives of the Under-dogs woulcl 
stand for it; and I must now congrat
ulate the Opposition ·for having it tiak-

surround.ing it. After that he cot1ld 
tell us about the · Railway and his con 

, nection w'ith it during and since hir 
famous Commission activities. Th1at 
was two years ago, and of course he 
·wa.s not very well up , on Rail,,1a~rs 

' 

then, but he may be able to tell us 
more about it at the present moment. 

It is obvious that you bit off inore 
tl1an yott coulc chew and then yot1 
quit. Now I am sure Mr. Speakera 
that all the people in this House w1c1..nt 
to hear and lrnow something about 
those sca11dals. Some of them are old 
now, almost three years, and to use 
the words of Mr. Jennings you are tn 
a tangle, and in face of all that has 
happened the gentle·men on the other 
side of the House· can sit and smile. 

Now we· find that you want us to 
\ 

1)ass Supply and put up the sht1tter~ 
a11d close her up. Give us your pro -
gramme, and we will talk to you 
a.bout Supply after. • 

On inotio11 o·f the Pri111e Minister 
the House resolved itself into Commit
tee of the Whole on Ways and Mea11a. 

Mr. · Spea.ker left the Chair. 
l\tir. Hibbs took the Chair of Com

n1i.ttee. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTEjR.-, 

lVIt. Chairman, on a number of occa
sions during this Session we h1ave dis 
ct1sse·d the question of the Importation 
of Kerosene a~d n lso the Importatio11 
Clf such i11 wooden barrels. I beg leave . 
to prese11t Resolutions dealing with 
tl1at matter. . 

The effect is t() place kerosene im
ported in wooden barrels on the free 
list entirely. From the w9rding of the 

'en off now. The Board of Trade bas 
cried out against it and the Prin1e 

• lVIinister told us that he was saving • 
money for the fishermen, but he nev'!' 
er told us how lie was doing it; l?ut 
we all know that. the fishern1en . coulcl 
not get barrels . to put tb.eir cod oil 
in, there 'vere no w·ooden barrels and 
we ha,ve no :fit. and proper loca1 wood 
to mkll{e them from. We were told b~,· - ' 

the Ministe·r of Marine and Fisheries 
that we \Vere go-i11g to put cod oil in_ 

-steel barrels, and yet today those bar .. 
rels cost $10 each. There are 256 1111-

periaf gallons in a tun, and you need 
6 barrels to the tun; l\ uw eod otl ts sel 
Ii.rig at $100 per tun and Y?tl have t() 
pay $60 for your barrels, . therefort 
you have o.nly $40 for all your trot1ble 
and la.hour besides paying taxes and 

• 

export duties. We were told that the. 
fishermen ,v.ould save by importing 
kerosene oil in steel barrels because 
110 kerosene would leak out or 'be soak 
ed up as in wooden barrels. Now you 
rea.lize where you put the fishern1en 
a11d to-day when there are no barrels · 
to put oil in you co1ne in here and 
take the duty off. Why? Because ot 
the Com.mercial agents we have· here 
in thi.s I-louse instead of Le·gislators. 

• The large numbers of wooden casks 
.:held by · certain firms and especially 
the Company at Port lJnion. ha.ve sold 
out at a profit of about $1.'50 or $2.00 

' I 
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each, so they are 11ow taking the duty 
off and again in1porting in 'voodei1 
casks. Here is \Vl1at the fisherme11 
cot1ld do, they could go down and pay 
50c. per barrel and put tbeir oil in it, 
but since you interferred tl1ey have 
had to pay $10 per barrel. I say that 
you should go farther than· that an'1 

-
give the fisherme,r1 free gasolene as 
viell. Yo11 are putting a bad taste in 
the mouths of some of the people. 
Now by ta.king the duty off your are 
doing .right, but my argument is w·hy 

• 

clid you put it 011 at all in the first 
place? Not one ot you on the otl1e·1· 
side of the House 'vill get up and tell 
us anything about it. What a lovely 
position you !lre in to- night for a gov
ernment. As for the Prime· Mi11ister 
've do not expect to hear much frorn 
him a.long this . line, but, there· is the 
Mi11ister of Miarine and Fisheries, the 
Messiah, th'~ Saviour of the people. Be 
.hold him! and he has put the w·hot r 
country in a mess. 

We handed you over a good Govern ... 
ment an'i where are you to-night~ 

Why you are rotten, you are the very 
worst Gover11ment in the British E1n
pire to-day. Her·e is a report I have 

. been 11anded which I have not read or 
the question of the Mari11e and Fish
eries scl1eme, and I am not going to 
read it. I d.o not want to read it, it 
is only "'Nhite was:t1, a.nd I am surpris
ed that the C·hair1nan of that Com1nis
sion allowed hin1self to be made r 
tool of. I am not going to be harsh: 
but, it will not keep . me from think
i11g . . · 

The Board of Trade,, the n1en who 
dug down in their pockets to put. yo,, . . 
here are crying out against yo~ a,r1rl 
~Tou are trying to fool them by com
ing in here ai1d ta.Iring the dt1ty oft 
lterosene oil. 

Sure I am going to vote for the Re
.solutions, they are our Resolutiont') 
11ot yours, but as I said before . yn11 

should ge farther and take the d11ty 

off gasolene as well. 

I ' • 

MR. WALSH-1\tlr. Chairn1an. 
would like to add a few words 

r 

to 
\Vhat has already been sa.id. by Sir 
1\tlichael Cashin and to thank the Go,-. ... 
ernment fer h.a.ving accepted the , reso
lution of the Opposition with regard 
to this reduction in ta.xation. No mat·-

. ter what is sa.id in this I-louse, there 
are p·eople outside this H.ouse, eve:!] 
i11 tl1e Northern Bays, w·here the F. P. 
lT. is so strongly representecl, who 
will thank the Op.position for theti
efforts in inducing the Governn1ent to 
reduce the imme11se burdens they got 
to . bea.r by l1aving the duty removed 
off kerosene oil imported in wooden 
barrels. At the S1ai:ne tin1e I am dis
sa.pointed that gasolene is llOt p11t tn 
' 

tl1e same category because eigllty pe1· 

cent of the motor boats prosecutin?J 
the fishery_ use gasole11e to a large ex .. 
tent. I propose tcJ discuss this matter 
at greater length at some future ses
sion bfeore adjot1rnment and whe11 · 
l\llr. Coaker gets pr_operly in harness. 
V\Te clo not expect any great 011tburst 
from Mr. Coaker this afternOi)Il, as 
tl1is is his first ap-pearance here for 
the past twelve months; but a.fter 
rea,ding the various speeches ma (le in 
this I-Iot1se duri11g his ~tbse11ce and t110 
criticisms of himself and his depa,rt
rnent; a.nd 1having some consideratio~: 

for the m.a .. ny pledges 1and promises 
made by him from time to time a~ 

,,~ell as consideration for the people 
,vJ1om lie is supposed to · represen~; 
and having a fair kne,vledge of tb_e 
c<Jndition.s of the· country and also hav 
ing in n1iJ1d that any legislation p1as ... 
sed i11 tl1is House at his com111and 
brc)ught rt1in up<Jn a large sectic,11 of 
the people of the Islian.d that he will 
n1ake sorne honest attempt at atone

~111ent an(l acknowledge tl1e serious 
n1istakes he has made. I remember 
being in this House when he occupied 
a seat in the Op·p,osition side and 
when he called upon Sir Edwar'd l\Ior .. 
ris, the th.en Pri1ne Minister, to 1nake 
an Act of Contrition for the seriou~ 

I 

I 



• 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 475 

1\"rongs l1e had done, and at the sa.me 
n1o:rp.ent he wias m.aking that appeal he 
'vas waiting for an acljournment tt.. 

discuss coalition with Sir Edward 
l\Iorris. I submit, Mr. Chatrman , that 
've have arrived at a time in this cour, 
try when the people are a ·bout fed. llp 

''"1th this sort of camouflage. The 
"Evening Advocate", the F.P.U. Or
g·an stated some time 1ago where Mr 
Coa]{er announcecl at Port trnton ·t11at 
tl1ere wq.s nothing left for hi1n to do 
but fight the Reids. Now· how 11a.s he 
fo11ght the· Reids? The kind of fight
ing he has done with the Reids the 
past two aJnd a half years has cost me 
a11d every ma11, woman and child in 
the country $20 per head. Take· the 
!\fanifes.to that was issued ny srr 
llichard S11ires sl1owing llt)W tne Relcls 
were going to be put in their place~ 
a11d then read the correspondence tha.J. 
passed between It. D. a.nd W. D. R .cid 
a_nd in '\\rl1ich Mr. Coaker and Sir Ed
ward Morris figured so pro1ninently. 
And the·n a.ga:in .the·res Mr. Co·a.ke·r's· lit 
tJ e secret service man Collisl:lJl, ,x,... on 
\vhose behalf solely has Mr. Coaker 
worked. Apparently, this is a la.ugh
ing n1atter for some folks, but it is 
not so for the in.an who has got to pay 
t11e pip·er. Collishaw owes this coun~ 
try over eleven thousand dollars foi, 
freight. A year ago I hacl occasion 
to go to the Rail '\Vay Commission to 
get passages home for a couple of con 
stituents who could not get work 01 
supplies for the fishery. After,. appool
i11g to officials of the R.eid Co. I got 
tickets for the men. Since the·n I have 
bee11 hounded down for a bill of $7.20; 
the price of th se tickets. The Gov
ern1np,nt a.llowed Collishaw to owe ov'"i 
er elever1 thousand dollars for · th~ 
past two )"ears, while! I have receive<1 
an arn1ful of bill:3 demanding pay1nen~ 

I 

of $7.20 for tickets with whicl1 I had 

to send so1ne half-starving men tC' 

their l1omes in Placentia Biay. Still 

when I ine11tjonerl the matter at first 

' -

in this House some people considered . 
it an op·portunity for a laugh. I have. 
a, co11siderable lot of m.atter in m)' 
desk here, that I want to brin.g under 
tl1e notice of Mr. ·Coaker. 1 shall not 
introcluce at thls juncture, but shall 
give him a reasonable chance to ex .. 

. plain. Th.ere is one matter in particu 
Jar, however, that I should like to re·· 
fer to now and that is the1 promise 
made b)" Mr. Coaker a year iago tf., 

give the 9eople of Placentia an,,,d St 
lVlary's a Fog Alar1n at Point LaHaye. 
He ,1n~tde that pro1nise from his place 
in this House an<l when he· h.ad at hls 
command inillfons of doll1ars wl1ich h.e 
'vas baling out right and left among 
his friends. To further cod the, peo .. 
pl e of that district he sent Capta.tn 
~Jnglish. tc' pick out . a place for the 
erection of the Fog ~larn1. This very 
i1ece.ssary aid to navigation has nr>t 
been. forthcoming and nQ . p·rovisio11 ~s 
rnade· for it i11 this )rear's Estimates. 
Co1alrer could not meet hts solemn oo
ligation; b11t lie· a.nd his Governmen ti 
got a\vay with three millio11 dollars 
of a surplus that was left by the late 
Government; aJl the revenue collect
ed in two and a half years plus t'vc) 
loans of twelve million dollars. Coal{ · 
er made tJ1e p·romise but p·aid no fu:r ... 
ther attention to it beciause it l1arl to 
do "·ith an improvement for the dis
trict ()f Pla.centia and St. lVIarv's. La-.. 
tor on I will ha1re so111eti1~ng !11rti1er 
tc' sav on t.l1is ina,tter. I do not 'vant v 

it to be understood tl1at I am ma,kin~ 

a personal attack; but I ";tlll criticj~ 

ing Mr. Coaker in his c1apacity ·1s the 
' 

M . T M . ~ F' h . I in. o.. ar1ne . a.i1a is er1es. . a111 
disappointed this afternoon at a l\Ii11 ... 
lster of the Crowr1. who has had a 

, ltoliday of tweI·v·e mo11ths tra.velling 
and enjoying himself in southern 
cli1nes and enjoying himselr 011 fan
cy grapes and _fancy ~·ines, and fan
cy utl1er thir1gs, getting up here, 011 

his feet for a half a minl1te and thinks 
by doing that he is doing 
This colony to-day stands 

t 

his dut)~. 

on the 

• 

f 

• 
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"·erge of destruction and wl1ile , you 
• 

are shouting that you are fighting tJ1e 
Reids surely you do not thinlr tl1at 
people are foolisl1 enough t~) be,lieve 
you. Mr. Coaker is the man \Vho for111 
ed the railway Com1nission a,ntl n1ade 
h.imse1f Chairman of and while 11·. an.d 
his candidates "·ere announci11g al 1 

over the C<luntr.).. tl1at they "\verc go

ing to make the Reids fulfil tl1eir con 
tractual obligations to this Color1y, 
l\ir. Coaker handed out flve rnillions 
of dollars to the Reids in twt) a11d a 

. .. 
hR lf yeiars. ...i\.nd tl1on he ser!ouslv · 
ex1>E~cts the people of this co1..1ntry to 

swallo'v the assei.1 tion that he is fight
it:g tb.c; Reids. S11rely jt. is Il<)t y·ou1· 
inte11tion, Mr. Ch~1irn1an, to try and· 
adjc1u:·n this House, until t.l1e A.utuJ.nl~ 

and then form a Coalition and go to 
tl1e cou1ttry under the pretence of 
fi. hting the Reids, because y(>U ca11not 
expect to have. any definite !nfor1na.
tion from any la'\\1'yers on the othe:r 

I 
side of the wate1r before some month~ . . 
to come. So fiar as I am personally 
co11cerned I am prepa.red tor an elec
·tion right now, and this is not the 
first time 1'. have made that annol111ce
ment. I went into public life in 1913, 
ar1d all my action'3 during that time , I 
am prepared to have laid bare. ~rhere 

is no man 'vho can accuse me <>f h11 V· 

ing denou11ced the Reids rinc1 at tI1e 
same tin1e closet " 1ith them or tl1eir 
Agents. As I stated a.t the o'utset l 
had no i11tentio11· of occupytng an~· 

great deal of time this afternoon; 
there will 1be other occasions to do 
that~ but J wo.uld like to hear sorne4-

th.ing furtl1er from Mr. Coaker. So 
far as PftSSing the E,stim1ates is con .. 

· cerned there is one vote-Horse Pc 
lice-that will ne,ver pass this Ho11se 
if God gives me breath and power to 
stand on mv feet. There is a more ., 

deserving class of people who should 
·get this vote and whose . cause tl1e 
gentlemen occup~·ing seats" i1ow on 
tl1e Government side of the · House at 

the present ti1ne 'vere wont to e,spouse 

when they sat ir1 Opposition. I re~ 
fer to the poor old 'vorn out toiler~. 

' 

I rememberl Mr. Coaker when he w·a F-
an ordinary individual lil{e 1nyself 011 
the OppoRition sicle of the I-louse-I 

' 
tl1ink he wore a guer11sey and a pair 
of long boots at the time-pleading tc) 
Sir Edward l\iorris for an· additional 
vote for the Old Age Pension. I think 
he went so far as to pledge his OW'i) 

sessional pay. Now how many worn 
out fishermen has Mr. Coaker got the 
Old Age Pension for since he took of-. -
:fice. Mr. Coaker is the leader or t11e 
F.P.tJ. and controls \ eleven. votes in 
tl1is House. Look up the record fo1~ 

~ 

the district of Bona vista that he re-
presents and yo11 w·ill find =- Mr. Cb1air-
1nan, so1ne forty or fifty fisherme1' 
whose ap·plications have been on file 
the past two a11d a half years for the 

' 

Old Age Pension, a.nd w·orse than that 
I 

Mr. Coaker's colleagues have sat i11 
their seats · tiglitly and listened to 
inembers of the Opposition sp·eak 
behalf of those deserving people 
.who had not gratitude enough to 
a word for them. 

on 
but 

But no you are now satisfied to pass 
a vote of $25,000 for Horse Police. 
Now Mr. Chairman, I did not rise witl1 
the intention of speaking at any 
great length and as there are lots or 
occasions for ine to say al~ I hiave tc 
say I will close with the warning· 
tl1at I have lots of i.nformation 1 at my 

finger tips about the doings of tl1e pre 
sent administration,1 and there is r 
lot more I am goi11g to demand from 
the Hon. Min. of lVIarine and Fisheries 
and I arn going to take up lots of the 
time of this House to lay bear all : I 
kno'v of this Govern1ne11t's doings:. 
and their lack of interest in the cares 
of the fisl1ing people of this island., T 

.. ,vill conte11t myself now by referring 
to the terminal at Argentia, relating . 
to -vvhicb. I aisked .a question her'~, yes-
terday. 'Tli.e reply was table,d this after 
noon to the effect that some light or 
lamp or something w·as i11 the. course 

• 
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of preparation. 'fhe remainder of the 
1·eply goes to the effect tl1at a reco1n.
n1endation has been mad~ to tl1e gov
ernment by the Sealing Captai11s, but 
t11at it has not yet been acted upoll. 
No.w Argeutia is going to be an i1n
po·rtant terminal in the shippi11g af
fairs of this Island. But if, you have 
spent so much money on it alre1ady 
you . will now have to put somethin 
there as a11 aid to navigation, tt1at 'vtll 
be of son1e ass.ista11ce to our shtp.p1n g
activities in years to co1ne. Tl1e Min
ister of Marine and Fisheries bas al
ready pledged his word in this Housb 
to the erection of so1ne suitable lig·ht 
and fog alarm in Placentia, and _to 
this date nothing has been dnne~ de
spite the fact that some $50,000 'vas 
spent last year in districts other tha11 
Placentia and St. Mary's on aids to 
navigation. You lavisl1ed monyy · and 
grants on other pliaces anci particu
larly in the North, but IlO"J we ·in Pla
centia Bay get nothing. B11t I i1o'T 
tell him that sucl1 doings are; not go-

• I ( 

ing down and that his excusPs and 
explanations will not be accepted, 
a11d that he will l1ave to get clow11 to 
'vork rigl1t now and do the right thing· 
for a deserving people. 

' 
HON. lVIIN. OF MARINE & FISI-I-

ERIES-l\1r. Speaker. I want to m1ake 
onl)r .one remark in reply to the mem-

• 

her for the district of Placentia ancl 
St. Mary's rel,ati11g to the I fog-alarm 

• 

at St. Mary's. I believe years ago ~ 
request was made to· e·stablish a fog
alarm or a light-house in that dis
trict. I sai.d then that it would be <i 
great pleasure for me to assist in an~ · 
manner that was in my po,ver, but 
si11ce tl1at time I m.ust point out that 
there has not been a single fog-aJar1n 
or light-house built or erected in any 
part of the island. I ia,gain state that 
since that time there has not 11een 
all)'" light-houses or fog-alarms erect
ed in . Newfoundland, and in re gar d's 
to public grants )"Our district bas re
ceived more than any other In tne i8 -

land. Regarding Argentia )rou l1ave 
one of the best light-houses in the 
country. I ordered it myself and had 
it sent here, and I know that it is ir1 
operation there now. 

I-ION. THE PRil\1JTI MINISTER.·~ 
. . 

I move that this Resolution be i11cor- ' 
porated in the Revenue Bill wl1ich is 
·now in its Committee Stage anc1 that 
' 

both Resolutions be pl1t through tn 
on.e Act. 

HON. THE PRIME MINiSTER tab
led report of the Select Committee 011 ~ 
the Customs Act. 

Mr. Speake,r resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Cornrnittee 

reported that the Com1nittee had con
sidered the matter to them referred, 
had made some progress and asked 
leave to sit again on to-morrow. 

MR. ARCHIBALD-Mr. Speaker. l ' 
'\VOuld like to call the Prin1e l.VIinis
ter's attention to the fact~. that tha 
Direct Cable Co. in Hr. Grace has 
been taken over by the British Gov
ernment. I understand that men are 
l)ei11g se11t out here to take charge. 
We all know that the Wester11 Union. 
have recently laid off miany of their 
lnen, and a.t present there a1·e Sever
a 1 of them arour1d Hr. Grace, who 
11ave no employment whatever. l 

\. 

·would like to make a suggestion that 
an effort be made to have t11e British 
Government e1nploy our own boys in ... 
stead of sending out men , fro111 Eng-
land. 

HON. THE. PRil\:IE MINISTER:--J 
' 

I have not hear of · the miatter u·p tct 
this, but I certainly will nlake e-n .. 

• • qu1r1es. 
Mr. Fox gave Notice of Questiot1. 
HON. THE PRIME l\IINIS'l,ER

Regardi11g that first Question I may 
say now that there, are no Fisheries 
Supplies guaranteed by the Govern
ment- this year or issued <)n P11blie 
Account. 

Mr. Moore gave notice of Question. 
It wias moved and seconded t.hat th~ 

Ho11se at its rising do adjourn till tt.1~ 

I 
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morrow at three of the clock in thr 
afternoon. 

The House then adjourned. accord ., 
ingly. 

TUE1SDAY, June 13th., 1922 
The House met at three of the ·clock 

pursuant to adjournm·ent. 
Mr. Moore gave notice -01f question. 

• • NOTICE OF QUESTIONS. 
SIR M. P. CASHIN: - Asked H1on. 

the Prime Minister if it is correct that 
I 

· the Government is pro1viding (a) di-
rectly or indirectly money to pa,y the 
pass~ges, otll~ 1ot }this oou~try, ·01 
me11. go:ing in search of employment; 
((b) i~ it correct that a certain busi-

: ness man i11 ,Conc.eptio,n Bay, an , 
active supp·orter of the Government 
is sa~id to have advanc·ed $2,000 re· 
cently . to men for this purpose~ and 
is 11(.i doing this on behalf of the Gov 
;ern111ent or with a guarantee from the 
Government of repa.yment of any los& 
JJs he may sustain, or is ·the1 Govern
ment a party to this transaction in 
Jany way whatever directly or indirect 
Jy. 

HON. THE PRIME iMIINIS·TER:
The Government is not providing the 
money to pay the,, pas,sage ·o.ut of this 
col1ntry of m·en going in search of 
empJ.o,yment. As to whether it is co·r · 

. rect if a certain business man in 1Con 
ception Bay, a Government supporter 
~Jr ·otherwise, I may say I ha·ve nt> 
~no,·vledge if he has or is doing so. If 
he is he is doing it on his ·01wn re
·J9ponsibflity and at His own risk and 
not on behalf o·f the Govern.ment. 

MR; FOX- Asked Hon. the 1Colonia1 
: S·ecretary to lay on the table of the 

Hol1se a statement to,-date showing 
the number of male Newfo1undlanderb 
who have left this ·C'olony since the 
first day of Janua.ry last to seek em
.Ployment abroad. 

HON. CO.LONIAL SIDCRE~T·ARY:

T:he number is 992. 

MR. M010RE:-Asked the Minister 
• 

of Public Works if Mr. A. H. Salte1~ 

is in receipt of paym·ents from hi~ 

Department fo'r services apar~ from. 
the allowance made him as M.ember . . 

·: of the Board of Works; if h·e is re-
·, ceiving any other am.aunts; for what 

service's is he being paid, and in what 
-amcunt are the p~ments made
weeekly, monthly, quarterly, or annu
ally, and what is the payment. 

MR. MOO~ E.-.Mr. Sp~:aker, that 
question has already been answered. 

l\lll. 1MOORE :-Asked Ho11. the Min 
ister of Justice, if ·Captain George 
·Jcnes, M.H.A. for Twillingate, is t~ 

'be Magistrate on Labrador thecoming 
;seai:;on, and if s10, what time will Capt, 
·J 011es enter up1on his duties. 

! HON. MINIS·TER OF JUS.T'ICE:-I 
do 11ot }{now if tl1t\ Captain ·Georgu 
Jones is to be Magistrate for La bra.-

, dor No applicati.on has been made 
and 110 appo·intment has be·en con
sidered. 

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min
ister the House resoved itself into 
Committee " of the Whole 1on thb 
Revenue Act. 

lVIr. Speaker left the 1Chair. 

Mr. Hibbs to·ok the Ch~ir of ·Com~ 

mitt·ee. 

. HON. TIIE PRIME MINIS1TER: 
Mr. ·Chairman, this Bill merely rf:, 
presents the Res·olutions already 
presented to this House. Section 1 is 
the Resolution passed some weeks 
ago. Section 2. was put through yes
ter<lay. T'he first one ·came into ef(ect 
on May 31st. Yesterday's only this 
morn.ing. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:~Mr. 1ChaJirina.n, 
I would like to draw the Prime Min
ister's attention to the fact that 

I 

l.ieather Boots by this resoluion are 
now geting the benefit of this tariff. 
and con.sequently this is not o·f bene·
fit to Newfoundlanders for the·se boots 
are manufaJctured here. We drew at
tenti.~·n to this some time ag·o, and to 
benefit 011r people here you will have 
to tc1ke th·e duty off the Leather ano . . 
not the boots themselves. I would 

• 
1 ike to hear an explanation of this 

\ 

fron1 the Prime Minister in ~he 

• 

• 

• 
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absence of the Minister ·Of F,inance & 
Cu~toms, fo·r this will be the course 
you will have to a.dopt if you are as 
honest in your intentions as you say 

, 
you are. / 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS;TER:-
Mr. Ch~irma,n, th.e: point raised by 
Sir Michael Cashin is a,bsolutely co·r· 
rect. Th·e Bill he has before hin1 now 
does not in·clude leather boots, they . . 

are only affected by the reductio·n ,01 

the three· per cent tax. T,o ta.ke the 
whole duty off would be a very dift1 

· cult thing for thts Legislature., it · 
would be a q uestio·n for the consider~-

• 
tion ,of the Tariff ·Commission. ·T·her<.~ 

is an·oth·er point in thi s connectio1. 
and that is the quantity of leather 
;\used in the. ma.nuf·actu;ring of .our 
local boots .a.s manuf~ctured here, and 
if the duty we·re t·aken ·off le.ather 
boots it would kill .our •0 1wn industry. 
Mr. Bennett will b·ear me out in th;at 
because in the district of St. John's , 
West the·re as you know two or three 
, tannaries. Y·oiu will note that the 
duty has been t3tken off bark, cutch, 
etc., the articles ·used .in the · manu-

·, facturing and tanning of leath·er, and ;.l 

think you -\v:ill agree that to go be.· 
yond at prese·nt is highly unwise, ~nn 
I think t:tiat we would be ill advised 
to go farther. 

SIR MICHAEL lCASHlIN. : -.a. 

agree that there is a lot in . what the 
Prime '.Minister has s:~idi, ·b·ut the 
people wh•Oi wear lea:ther boots ~r·e 

11ot getting their due, in fa·ct you are 
not doing anything for the·m, by far 
the greater number o·f 1our fisherme1n 
wear the leather boot and you ar& 
1only taking off the 3 per .cent duty •OT1 

·the mafterials u·s·ed in the manufacture 
·of leather which mean.s nothing 01 

bractically nothing to them. 
MR. BENNET'T:-Mr. 1Chairman, I 

would lik'e to · ask the Prime Minister 
if tl1ere is any possibility o·f taking 
the specific duty off sugar? I think 
the time has c·ome when this dis·· 
crimina:ting pr·oicess should be do'nb 
~way with; there is a duty of 6 1-2 

t 

• 

cents p·er pound on sugar to-~ay. The 
object f,or which the· heavy duty was 
placed on sugar has now passed, st. 

• 

why keep it on? 
SIR MI·CHAE'L CAS.HIN:-1 agret, . 

witl1 Mr~ B.em.:Q~t~, :th;e 1Gjovernment 
told us when it wa.s put on that it 
wa8 ·oinly .for the purpose, of wipinl:, 
off the debt incurred by the Fo1od Con. 
trol Boafid. 

\ H·ON. T'HID PRIME, . MINIS'TER:--
1.t may be a discrimination against 
the loca;I in.dustries. 'The matter ib 
now under considerati·o~n and if it is 
at all po.s·sible it will be adjusted, in 
any case it will re·ceive· the m·ost. care 
ful consideration possible. I kn.ow 
quite well that the l1ocal manufa,ctures 
have great difficulty in competing with. 
the jffiported article·, especially in the 
manufacture ·of confe·ctionery where 
the high duty on sugar is felt directly. 

SIR MJ:CHAE:L C'ASHIN:--:B.efore 
the Bill is pas.sed I would 1ike to ask 
the Prime Minister what is his pro
grapime as regarQ.s th.e· filling of wood· 
en barrels with kerose·n·e, or if any 
arrangements whatever have .been 
made? I may p·01int out that the 
cooperage of kerosen,e oil barrel~ 
aimounts to nothing, th·ere may be a 
few days w·or·k for two or three men, 
bt1t the only W•O'rk 011 them is the 
tightening of a few hoop.s and that is 

· nothing in so far as the. q u·es~ion 01 
employment is concerned. 

MR. BENNETT:-None ·of us are in 
favour ·O'f discriminating against ~ny 
·Compan.y whateve·r; · but what will hap 
pen is this-with the Imperial 10il Co., 
here-they ha.ve about 9000 ca!sks · ov·er 
there on the South Side they have 
their tanks filled with oil n.o:w, from 
thosf: tanks they will fill their wood .. 
en ca.sks and put them .01n the. market, 
a,nd will continue filling those 90,0b 
casks and aill the other firms ·or im
porters will be labouring under a 
disad,T"antage. 

SIR MI1C'HAEL ·CAS.HIN:-I fail tCJ 
-'s·ee where there is any hardship on 
the Impe,rial Oil Compap:iy at all, be 

, 
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ca use they are 
empty barrels. 
b:arrels in this 

not going to import 
We will need 40,00o 
c·o:untry for our cod 

' 

oil this year; and I ,say that they 
should not be allowed to fill any o.f thb 
ba~rrels they have over there now, be"' 
cause the cask will be needed and 
we must have them. There will be a -
gr·eat difference between the fisher-

1 ·n1en paying 50 cents per barrel for to 
put oil in and paying $10.00 per bar
rel when oil i.s only ~v.01rth $100 per 

, tun. 
M·r. Spe·aiker resumed the ·Chair. 
'The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had ·co,nsid~red the 
. matter to them referr'ed a:nd had 

passed the Bill without ame,ndment. 
On motion this report was adopted. 
On moti·Olll of Ho11. the Prime Min. 

isler th·e Ho·use resolved itself into 
Con1mittee of the Whole on ~ Bill, 
An Act to Ame·nd the Sales Tax Act. 

Mr. Speaker le·ft the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs to·ok the Chair of Com· 

mittee. 
H10N 'THE PRIME MINISTE:R:-• 

Mr. Chairma.n, the subject matter ·Olf 

this Bill for1ns the same Resolution· 
·,as the Bill we have ju~t been co.n. 
sidering___;The Revenue Act. 
. MR. BENNET'T:-Mr. Cha.irman,. I 
would lik·e to. refe·r to Sub-Section B. 
S,ection 1. Why should you take the 
tluty off the materials used ·in mantt 
facturing when the man,ufacturers 

·'.have pay taxes and duty on the leather 
·.when finished? I ask h·ow is this to 
: be carried out? 

. HON. THE PRIME MINISTE,R:-
1The manufaciturers find it more c()n. 
~enient and cheaper to pay the dut) 
on th·e malnufa.ctured article than on 

,.the materials used for manufacturing 
I purpose·s. 

The 1C'ha,irn1an from the · 1Committee 
rep1orted that they had consid.ered th~ 
matter to them referred a.nd had 
passed the Bill with·out amen.dment. 
· On motio1n this r ·eport was adopted. 

M1r. MacDonnell gave notice of ques
tion. 

• 

Mr. Walsh gave nottce of que.stio·.a.. 

SIR , MICHAEL v 
1CASHIN :-Mr. 

Speaker, In sec10,ndin~ the moti-o'n fol 
adjournment I wish to ,say that I did 

/ 

not intend to refer at all to report Ol.. 

th·e Royal Commission on the Salt and 
Codfisl1 S·c.andal. But I notice th.at 
the usual ru1bbish is still b·eing hand
ed ,out in the column's of the Govern
ment press, a.nd the vile. criticism~ 

I th~t appe1ar in to-day's e1dition of the 
Evenir1g Advocate call for reply ann 
\comment. I ask permission to read 
the arti1cle in q ue.stion. 

(Reads fr·o1m Evening Advocate.) 
I am glad Mr. Speak·er, that the 

Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
~as come back to his seat, for what I 
have to say, I . will always ·say it to 
the ma11's face and not go out into 
prin.t, and give the people a fabricat~d 
account. I have been reading an 
article in t.01-day's paper that was 
written by your editor, or your re
porter or by yourself. I need not say . 
tl1at I am very much surprised at that 
comment for I ca11not but keep in 
mind the charges that have been inade 
against this man who is no'v so-called 
vi11<licated. Those cl1arges are nu
merous and · grave. The charge 1n1!lde 
in this particular case is that he tool\ 
money belonging to the public ancl 
went out and boug11t salt an(1 fisl1. 

The documents of that transaction 
were aslred for in this Hot1se but were 

' 

11ev·er produced, and no attempt was 
made to show us that the dealing was 
in any way straightforwiard and hon·
est. I ina.de those charges agains~ 

Mr. Coaker as ,a Public servant, and 
11ow despite the findings of the Ro)ral 
Comn1ission I am not prepared to be .. 
lieve otherwise, and I do not accept 
th.e Report. Could a,nybody k110,ving 
the facts of the case and knowing the 
Chair1nan's connection with Mr. Coalr .. 
er accept such a report. Here is the 
report, speaking of the President 
Cc)aker's cargo it says: -

' 
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(Read.s from Royal Com111ission's Re
port.) 

Could any sane man tell me tl1a t d u1" 
ing the absence of M .. G. Winter Mr. 
Coaker as· his deputy would ship fish 
ii~discri1nin1ately, and when M. G. 
Winter on his return would absolv~ 
Mr. Coaker from such dealil1gs. Take 
the Salt transa(}tion would any man 
believe that it was above board. I won 
der if Mr. Winter wo11ld raise his ser
vants salary for such condl1ct. The 

' 
Chairma11 of that Commission did not 
go into details and he did not find 011t 

on what autho.rity that money was tak 
e.n. Mr. Coake·r was acting Prime Min 

_. ister and he did .as he lilred .. Without 
authority from any one he toolr a halt 
nlilli_on 1o•f the people's money a.nd d.ol
e,d t out a.mongst his supporters. Do· 
yo1u think that such. a sc·andal would 
be tolerated by I-Ion . . M. G. Winter ir 
it wias his mone)' that was taken,, but , 
as it was the m.oney of the poor old 
country he w·oul<l not give a verdict 

• 
against ,lVIr. Coake·r. Ai1d to-day yOll 
·are · .handed out this drivel w·hich is 
sent broad-cast to an innocent public. 
But we know it all and you 
band out such thrash to us. 

cannot 
Why 

ca11not you stancl 11p here and give us 
vour aase a,nd not hand it out to men. 
• 

that are hunting afte·r Governmen\ 
privilege in your paper? These arE
;facts known to you and y~t you fill llP 

your paper with ridicule for Cashi11 
and his cr·owd. You are afraid to do 
the right thing and gjve us a fa!r 
show or to open your mouth h.ere 
·what better proof can be given or 
your incompetency in your salt tra.n ... 
sactions arid your fi.sh doings an(ij all 
the other scandals that a.re 11ow reelt
ing in the · eyes' of the island-scan
d9~ls th.at are the_ gre·a,test th.at could 
lJe perpetrated upo11 an in11ocent self
governed people. 

With all those scandals behind you 
you ought to have sense enougl1 to let 
sleeping dogs lie. I will open your 
eyes when the Railwa.y Bill is bro·ugi1t 

• 

down. I will show you what you have 
do11e. $.c) far as ~rour paper is con.
cerned I do not inind what it says. It 
is only an ad.vertisement for :tne. It 

· says I was disapp<)inted last eveninfa 
\ 

'vhe11 the report 'vas tabled.' The icle• 
of that! I was· not disappointed, but 

I 

when ignorance like that is handea 
out twenty-four hc)urs after you re
turned, you who betrayeu everything 

. I 

you ever took hold of. · Try and tell 
n1e something you did not betriay. You 
betrayed the railw.ay, you rode bac1~ 

and forw·ard on . it daily and the cot1n
·try paid fo1~ it. I had to· pay $300 for 
a special, just one· car and an engin i;• 
a day or two ago to attend ia funeral. 
Tell us the whole story. You betra-y
ed the men who he1ped · )~ and thos~ 
who were agai11st you yo11 put yclur 
ar1ns around their necks arid gathereo 
them in. . Mr. Archibald could te 11 a 

\ . 
story of you an cl your gpveriimen t. 
You have gone into the fish busines~, 
the herring fishery and the lobster 
fishery; you are 'vorking for a fat 
purse and to settle yourself in your 
old age, ~nd then you will snap you1~ 
fingers at the under-dogs and all tbe 
rest of them and let them go to the 
wind. 

Now get up and tell us someti1lng 
I will come in ~ere for a whole day; 
with you or two days, and we will 
have an umpire and I will be willing 
to leave my case in his hands ancl 

' 
a.wiait his decisio11 without a blush, 
IlOt so you. I do not want your paper 
to decide <>r ridicule . • 

You ha.ve not a . particle of manhood 
or respect. , It is a case of YOll scratch 
n1y back and I will scratch yours 'vith 
you on the other side of the House; it 
is a fight for the largest loa.f .and 

• 
when you get it sit down and devour-
i.t and wait fo.r so\mething else, to turn 
up. 

Now why iam I talking to-night? ... 
118.d i10 i.ntention of makin.g ~ speechl 
~.nd I am not making one just yet. We 
handed over the. country to you, and 

• 
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a happy and conte11ted country wii-Y 
that. We handed over a surplus or 
fo.ur million dollars and yo11 prosti-: 
tl1ted the . whole cou11try. Sure1f · 
someone can get up and justify the 
Governme11t or at least ,son1e of its 
l(lCtions. You cannot Mr. Ministe~ or 
lVIarine and Fishe·ries because YOll fel1 
down 011 your job, yot1 have no ba.ck
bone. The Departn1ent of MarinP. an<'' 
Fisheries is the 1nost important one 
in the country, ybu prostituted the de
partment and the whole conn.try a~ 

well. Now I understand that. you ha,.,., 
not be.en in your department for about 
a year and ia half, 11ow you are back 
here in this House and you have not. 
a, word to say; all we hear is the re
l)Ort of your trip down South an1ong 
the Blacks, what do we care a.houi 
the Blacks? How much will that heln 
the fishermen or the industries of the 
country? • 
, If you think. that you can get nlor(} 

votes by payi11g tl1e ~eids more mo
ney you will give it them~ and if YOll 
think you will not benefit ny tt yot~ 

\Vill not piay. But I tell you that yotl 
\vill be up against something wh~11 

you go to the co11ntry agai11. You 
have spoileft and prostituted two or 
tl1e most important ir1duAir1es or thr 

Ct)untr~r, the cod and tl1e, herring fish
ery, and for goodness. sake tell me 
so111ething that you have done for any 
other industry or this country in gen
eral. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
.f-Iouse at its risi11g do· adjour:n r.!ll to -
m.orrow at tl1ree of the clock. 

The House then 1adjoltrned a.ccorcl. 
ingly. 

THURSDAY, June 15th. t922. 
The House met at three of the clock 

pursuan.t to adjournment. · 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTE·R Tabl , 

ded the Re·port of Dr. Rendell ion 
Tu b·erculosis. 

MR. MOORE·:-Mr. Speaker, the 
Prime Minister tabling that report 

brings to my mind a slight defect in 
that institution. I had occasion a fe"'j 
days ago to speak to the Institution 
over the ·Telephone, and I could not 
possibly get it at all, and I had to 
·take a car and drive there. It is ut
terly impossible to get an a.nswer by 
telephone .or any satisf~ction at all. 
' 1. MR. M·OORE:-T'o ask Hon. the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if 
:travelling delegate Boone des·cribed in 
·messages to the Advo,cate ~s holding 
meetings of the F. P. U. in different 
northern settlements is , the Rev. Fran 
cis Bo1one, of Melf.ord, Mass., who was 
connected with the purchase of a lot 
of ft1rs from the Department of Mar ... 
ine and Fisheries last winter; and if 
s·o·, is it correct· that he is engaged in 
th·e purchase .o.f furs at the present 
time. and if so, is he pur·chasing thes~ 
furs on -account of the Departm·ent of 
Marine and Fisheries or on his own 

· private ~ccount, and if he is pt1rchas
ing them on behalf of the Department 
of Marine and Fisheries, is it proper 
to have an employee of that Depa.rt
ment holding meetings of .the F.P.U. 

HON. 'THE MINIS1T'E'R ·OF MARINE 
AND FISHERIES:--No, Mr. Boon·e is 
not to employed and never has bee11. 

2. MR. M10 10RE:--To a1sk H'on. the 
Prime Minister, in the abs·ence· of Hon 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries: 

(aJ VVhat are the figures that are 
being aid G. '.Mi. Barr and the Imper
ial! Oil Company for kerosene oil and 
gasoline supplied to the Departm·ent 
d 11ri11g this year. 

(b) Were these prices fixe·d before 
# or since the . rece11t redu·cti1o·n in dut-

ies on k·erosene and ga.soline. 
HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND 

F.ISI-IERIES~-I beg to table the an
swer to that question. 

3. MR. MacDONNELL: -.:To ask Hon . 
the Minister o·f Education:-

(1) Is the 1Jrogra1mme fo·r the Nor
mal s .chool, as outlined by Hon. the 
Prime Minister . this afternoon. the 

~·same as it \Vas when the vote of $100, ... 
0100 for it pass.ed tl1is Ho,use. 
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( 2.) Have there since been any dia 
.~gr·eements .between 11e Go·vernment 
~nd tbJo·se who agreed with ithe Gov
ern111ent at that time regarding the 
operation of the Normal School; if so, 
what were they. 

• · (3) How many_ pupils are now in 
·:attenclance at the Normal School. 

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION: 
-~~nswer tabled. 

4 · MR. MacDONNELI.r-T·o· ask Hon. 
tl1e Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
if it is the inten:tion of the Govern·-
1nent to provide for supervision o·r in
spect.ion of the Lobster Fishery dur
ing the present year. 

HON. Tl-IE MINIST'ER OF MARINE 
AND FISHERIES:-! may say in re
ply that the matter bas been con-,. 
sidered but in s·o far as I am aware 

1there has been no provision made for 
the inspection of lobsters this year: 

5. MR. WALSH:-To ask Hon. the 
Prime Minister:-

(a) If the Government have been 
giving ~ny consideration to the Peti
tion of the twenty thousand -v·oters, 
who ha,re asked for an amendment to 
the Prol1ibition Law·s, as now in 
force in N·ewfoundland. 

(b) Is the Government, as a govern
ment, satisfied thait no amendment is 
necessary. · 

( e} If the Government is not satis
fied with C·O·nditions as :they exist, in 
reference to _th·e _working of. the Pro
hibition Act, is it the intention of .t.he 
Government, at the present session, to 
introdu·ce legislation dealing with the 
matter. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-! 
do n·ot know o·f any conditions as re
gards the particular petitions, but I 
do know of two petitions having b·een 
~ent in, one for Bone-dry and the oth
er for Moderately wet. They were con ... 

.. ~idered and debated and a Bill was 
.i11trcduced for a plebescite to b·,~ tak
en; but in the meanwhile the Bone 
dry intimated that they di1d not want 
o-i:· care to have a plebescite. l may 
S:lY that the Government as a Govern .. 

. ment is only interested in the enforce
ment of the Act as any other law. It 
is enfor·cea ble · by the Inspector Gener
al th·e same as the Cigarette Law or 
the Larceny Law. It is n·ot the in
tention of the Government to intro
duce any legislation during the pres
ent Session. 

On motion of Hon. the Prime Mill 
ist~r the House resolved itself into1 a 
Committe of the ·whole on the Bill 
entitled "An Act relating to the Av
alon Telephone Co. Ltd." 

Mr. Speaker lef.t the chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the chair of Com· 

mittee. 
MR. ARCHIBALD:-Mr. ·Chairman. 

I would like to have a word to sa:y 
in regard to this Bill. At the present 
time this city has a new telephon·e 
system, but I want to tell them right 
off that if they are not careful they 
are going to have the whole thing tan, 
gled up and left on their bands. Tht 
investors in this Company hold .tht 
preferential shajres while the directorf:) 
_who hold nothing more than a few 
dollars in the company have complete 
control. Now, I want :to say that in 
tl1is I-louse last year we presented pe
titions signed by over 1500 constitut
ents of my district conc·erning the very 
men wh·o· control and run this com· 
pany. But they were then and are 
still the managers ·Of the United 
Towns Electrical ·Company, and were 
slowly but surely getting control of 
all the lighting, heating and talking 
powers in Conception · Bay, and 'vhats 
more they w·ere charging enormously 
f·Or these conveniences, and the people 
they seemed to make a regular bu1tt 
on were poor people and the fisher
men. Now we have this sort of thing 
going on and people here in thi~ 

House giving away the rights o·f th·e 
people and putting mono·polies over 
the heads of the people·, it is time for 
the whole thing to stop. I am fed up 
·with this s·o·rit of thing and I am not 
going to stand for it. We in ·Concep
tion Bay with our own capital organ-

, 
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ized a company, which now unfortun
ately has g·ot under the CiO·ntrol of ce:r 
tain peo·ple. T'he same thing is now 
going on in St. John's wer·e you are 
paying more for electric light than iu 
any other part of the world. In Hr. 
Grace we were met with a m1o·nopoly, 
but ii1 Freshwater were this United 
Towns Co. cannot go we found that 
we could get eight lights for fifty 
cents, against the others ·ch~rge of a 

• 

dollar and eight cents. That is not 
gto·od enough. In this House no one 
car·e~; about our troubles in Conception 
Bay, and very few of the Conceptio!l 
Bay men themselves eve·n. I know ot 
poor men w·hlo' were fishing o·n the· La
brador and while they were awa;y 

• 

their wires were clipped up.on them 
and now they have to pay for · the 
n1eteor installation and mete.or rates · 
instea1d of the ·old flat rate·. We here 
have to see to it that there are nu 
inor1-~ moJ1opolies thro"111 abo11t, for ·if 
lltlt the pe·ople will Le so taxed that 
tl:t~Y '"ill not be able to have thos~ 
01~tJ:tnary little conve11ie11cP.s but witl 
I~ ,, 11 pon them as luxuries. I want 
Ll> 11~t,ye those petitions looked u.p righ~ 
n0"y. a.nd an answer ha'3 to be given 
to me to take back to th z~ poor people 
of C1unce·pti-on Bay. Fttt tue:.. .. I i1ow as1< 
the members who represent districts 
a;ro11nd the Bay to see ito it that we 
get a fair chance and have the enorm ... 
ousl)" high rates we are now paying, 

·and which the poor people in ou.r dis
trict~ have to pa;y or do without, pu.t 
ba.ck to their proper level, so that ev
ery one may get a square d·eal. 

SIR MI1CHAEL CASHIN:-! beg to 
endorse what fMJr. Be11nett has sa.id. 

: . 
I think it is wrong to· have to pay toll 
ch·arges on calls so near as to1 be 
·within St. John's Districts, and to 
even .th·e outlying pla·ces. such as Tor
bay, Petty Hr., which has hardly mo·re 
tha'n a mile or two from the city. 

The~e calls at least should be incluci 
ed in the ordinary fee charged t;o1 

those having phones. Undoubtedly 

• 
• 

the Avalon Telephone ·Co., hav·e en ... 
ough P·rivileges now. 

Mr. S.peaker resume·d the chair. 
' 

The ·Chalrman from the Committeb 
'reported they had cronsider·ed the mat
ter to them referred an.d asked leave 
to ·sit again . On motion this report 
was adopted. 

Or1 motion O·f Ho·n. the P'rime: Min 
ister the House resolve·d i.t.self into· a 
Committee· 1of th·e Whole on .the Bill 
entitled "St. John's Street Railway.'' 

' 
H'ON. 'THE .PRIME MINIS:TER:,_ 

Mr. Chairman this bill. is similiar to 
the previ1ous one. I.t is not a Govern
ment measure, and I kn·ow nothing of 
it. The reason for the Bill is the 
same ~- that for the· Avalon Tele .. 
phone Bill. T'he De·partm·ent of Jus,.. 
tice is giving attentio·n to the relation 
of this Bill to the matters n.o.w under 
discussion between the Reid Nfld. Co. 
and the Government. If it is possible 
to scrap our present a.ntiquated sys
tem and to have a new and up-to-date 
street railway service it would be a 
great :benefit to· the· city, an.d I am sure 
our J\iiunicipal Authorities wo.uld be de 
lighted with the innovation. It would 
also me~n the spending of a.pproxr: 
ma.tely three quarters ·O·f a million dol 
lars in the city. · Of course it is ·con
nected with the Reid Newfoundland 
Company, and in such matters we 
have. to be very, ve·ry ca.reful. If it is 

• 

. preferable it may be ·deferred for fur- -
·ther ·c;o11sid·eration. May I ask that 
whatever are the criticisms of this 
Bill may we ha4ve them now and not· 
have them rake:d up again a year or 
two y era- hence. 

MR. FOX:-I move that this Bill be 
deferre·d un:til to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The 1Chairman fr·om the 1Committe·e 

reported that the ·Committee had co·n
sidered the matter to them referred, 
had made some progress and asked 
leave to sit again on to-morrow. · On 
1notion this report was received and 
adopted. 

MR. M·OORE gaJve notice 1of question 

• 
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l\1R. MacDONNE'LL:-:Mr. Speaker, 
I wish to make a remark 0 1r itwo. con
cerning the lobster fishery. There . ' 

sho11ld be some supervision for the 
lobster fishery , and an Inspe·ction too. 
About two years ago there was in
spection and supervision a.s w·ell, also 
last year, and the mon.ey spent , for 
it was- money well spent, and if there 

' 

is no inspecti:on or supervision yo,u 
will kill the fishery entirely, and th~ 
West 1Coast will suffe.r great hardship 
ther·eby. What is the story o·f your 
herring fishe,ry in Green Bay. Last 
year when you had no· inspection 
their what happened. Y·O·U had to 
send a man up to Halifax to l1ook aft
er tlJe rotten shipments se·nt forwa_;;rd, 
a,nd it cost the country far m,ore tha.n 
it would have cost if you had appoint
ed ah inspector at the be·ginning 10 1f 
the fishery. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF MARINE 
AND FISHIDRIE:S:-Mr. Speaker, m~y 
I point out to the Hon. Mem:b·er the 
fact that the inspection and supervis7 
ion does not apply to ·canning lobsters, 
it only applies Si0 1 as to preve,nt ann 
protect the femaile lobste·rs from be
ing canned or destr·oyed. It is quite 
impossible to supervise th·e canning of 
all lobsters because you. will have to 
place an inspect1o'r at every place 
where lobsters are caugh:t and canned 
and that will 'Cost far more than the 

The H·o·use thereupon adjourned 
a.ccordingly. 

F1RIDAY, June 16 1922. 
The Ho·use m·et at three O·f the clock 

in the afternoon purs:uant to adj10·Urn

ment. 
MR. BENNETT ga,ve notice of ques

tion. 
. Pursuant to 1order and on motion of 
Hon . the Prime •Minister the House re
solved itself into a 1CommitJtee of the 
Whole to consider the Bill entitled: 
An Act to Amend the St. Jo1hn's Muni
cipal Act, 1921." 

Mr. Speaker Iefit the Chair. 
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Oo.m

: mittee. 
Mr. S,peaker resumed the Chair. 
The c ·h.a\irman from the Committee 

reported that !they had consid·ered thti 
. matter tQ them referred and had pass 
· ed the said Bill without a.mendment. 

On motion this ·re·port was received 
a.nd adopted and it was 10,rdered that 
the said Bill be read' a third time pre

~ sently. 
Whereupon with unanim·ous consent 

the Bill enititled "An Act to Amend the 
St. John's Muncipal Act 1921" was 
re·a d a third time a~nd p,assed, and it 
was l)rdered that the s·aid Bill be en
grossed, being e·ntitled. as above, and 
tha.t it be sent to· the J-'egislative Coun 
cil ,~·ith a n1essage requ·esting the con·-
ct1rrence of that body in its provis-

clepartment can afford to spe11d. io,ns. 

MR. MacDONNEL,L:-Why not pay Purs1uant to order, Hon. the Prim6 
the aim1ount, it will be 1no1ney well .' l\'.Tinister moved that the Bill e·ntitlen 
spent. Why, you spent $37,000 on the . ' "An Act respecting the1 Avalon ·T'ele
Road De Luxe l·a.st year and it is oif phone 1Company" be r·ead ai second 
n·o t1s·e whatever; and yet you cannot 
protect the lobster fishery from being 
ruined, the sum of $35,0,00 cannot b~ 
found to protect the lobster fishery yet . ' 

$37 ,000 is spent on a fatncy notion of 
s;ome crazy member who wa.nts to 
build a half a mile of road which is 
absolutely useless. No o·ne wants it. 

It was moved and se,co·nde·d that 
the House at f,ts rising do adjo1urn till 
to-morrow at three of the clock. 

time. 
• 

''"her·eupon Mr. Archibald moved in 
amendment that the second. reading 01f 

· th.e Bill be defe·rred. 

The amendmeDJt passe·d without di
vision a\nd it was ordered accordingly. 

Hon. the P·rime Minister moved the 
second reading ·of the Bill entitled "An 
A·ct respecting c~rtain Fra,nchises con
nected "ri.th the St. John's Street Rail 
way.'' 
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MR. FOX:-Mr. Speaker, in the 
light ·of the Hon. Minister's state·ment, 
the generality and wide sc101pe of th.e 
proposed measure, I would advise e·:x.. 
treme caution and that the m.atter b·e 
deferred to allow the fullest opportun 

' 
ity to consider every phas,e of the situ 

i'_a ti on. As the, matter stands at pre;-~ 

sent I think it inadvisable to even 
have the Bill re,ad a se·c101nd time. Per 
sonally I cannot and I do not .. 
think this House sh1o·ud asse:nt to the 
principle of a measu·re thait may i11 
t.tny way prejudicially .affe,ct the 
righ1ts of this colony on matters •O·f 

such grave impo·rtaince a.s are at pre .. 
sent in iss,ue between -this countrv and 

~ 

the Reid Nfld. 1Co. 

We have just tempo,rarily deferred 
the Avalon Telephon1e ·Co·'s Bill to 
'vhich .the Hon. Prim·e Minister s,aid . 
the measure no1w before th.e c ·hair 
WaJs similar, and for similiar pur
poses, namely, to effectively secure a 
bond issue for the 'Company. But ii 
you compare th.is Bill with the A val -
on' Tefephone Co's Bill you will see 
that this measure is far broader. It 

' 
may be that ,o.stensibly it is· for the 

• 
purpose of validating a :bond issue 

• • 

for the Stre·et R~ilway 1Cbm.pa.ny, but 
actually under paragra.ph 1 it gives 

: the . Company in the most gen.era! wa) 
the power to assig~, sell, mortgage, 01" 

otherwise deal with all the righ1t~ 

privileges and franchise ,of the Cairn ... 
pany under the Street Rail w·ay Char
ter 1896, of the . Railwa,y ,Contractor 
under sections 11, 12 and 13 of the 
Nfld. Railway Act 1898 and clause 99 
of sche·dule "A" of .tI:ie said Act, ana 
of the Reid Nfld. Company und.er sec .. 
tion 6 of the Act 4 Edwarll VII., C. 

-13. If, as. has been said, it was ~0·1 

a specific purpose, w·hy was not tl1at 
purpose sp1ecificaJiy set out and the 
Bill confined to that purpos·e and that 
purpose only. Alth.ough, as has be,en 
sta.ted, the Bill is a priva1te me·asurµ_e -
a,nd realizing the impo'rtance of the 
relati10 1ns. between this 'CO·mpany and 
the Reid Nfld. Co., I do not .think it 

·should be reg~rded as such-I sh.ould 
ha:ve thought that the Gove,rnment ac
qua.inted of the purpose for which the 
Bill was introduced, should have 
taken care that the Bill as presentett 
even ~01r second reading confined its 
effect to that purpose only. . Section 
14 of the· Stre·et Railway ,Charter 1896 

. give·~ the ·Company very wid'e powers 
of securing a bond issue by . mortgage 
. particularly sub-sectio,n (a) which al· . 
lows the c :o1mpa,ny to grant to the 
holders of such bonds, "all and every 
the powers, righ.t's and franchise, 

, 

granted :by this Act." Bt1t, it is said 
. that the ,Company has been advised 
that this is not suffi'cie:nt and that 
specific legislatio·n is necessary. That 
n1ay be: I do not venture a contrary 
opini1on withot1t going m:ore . thorough
ly into the qu·estion, but at first blush 
it see1ns needless. Similarly I do not 
subscribe, at all events for the mo
ment~ to the sweeping stateme.nt, 
given as the reaso,n for the introduc
tion o,f th·e Bill, tha.t th:e Company• . 
franchises cannot be moirtgaged. An10-' 
ther 1obje,ction I have to this measure · 
is that it ma,y be found to pr·ejudice 
the Municipality ·of St. Joh.n's. I no1-

tice th'at it proposes to repe.al sectio1n 
14 of the Street Railway ·Charte,r . 
1896. Unde:r sub-sectio·n 3 of that 
section a first lien is specially reserv ... 
ed to .the St. John's 'Municip·al Coun- · 
cil o'rer the property of the 1Company 
in the ev·ent of· certain am1ounts be
coming due and payaiJ:>le the ·Counci.1 
under section . 31 of the Charter·; b·ut 
·with Section 14 repealed this lien is 
lost. My main ol)jection is of courst· 
that . this prop:o1s.ed Act may prejudi·ce 
the rights ·of the Colony in relation to · 
tl1e Compa.ny under the Ra~il waJ" . Acts 
-an objection str·engthened by the 
statement of the Attorney General; 
but frankly I am suspicious, probably 
needlessly, of its . purport. I.t.s 0 1ver-

. . . 
e·ffect, the time of its proposal, and 
its gener~l te·nor ,' heighten that sus
picion. Of all times I think this the 
most inopportune to· pass any . Act 

' 

• 
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a.mending or in any. way e.ff ecting the 
Rail'\\-~ay Acts; .and reme·mbe:r that by 

' 

section 5 of sch·edule B of the 190\ 
Railway Act "the St. John's Street 
Railway Company shall fro,m the first 
_tl34y of September 1901 be merged in 
the ·co.mpany hereby inc101rporated" 
(to wit: the Reid Nfid. Co.,) and all 
its pro1perties, assets, rights, privil
eges, franchises, pow·ers, obligations 
a.nd burdens transferred to ~nd v·est
ed in the latter Co,mp.a.ny. Mind you. 
I do n·ot say that this p:ro1posed Act 
will prejudicially affect the ·construe·· 
tio11 of th.e original Acts or the rights 

• o.f the ·Governm1e·nt; but the Atto,rne-y 
Gener~l thinks ·that it ma.y affect the 
security available to th.e Governme.nt 
in ·the ev·ent of an award in our 
favor; and that ·amply sustains my 

pos1iti101n. Remember also that we · 
are not dealing with no:vices when we 
treat with the Reid Nfld. Com.pany, 
bllt with ~ . concern. that not alone .a.p
pre,ciate·s the value of ·every step it 
has ta.ken but knows every step it will . 
take under the vario·us Railway Acts; 
a comP.ajny ·that . has spent a fabulous 
.sum, if iny information is correct, , in · 
verifying its legal position under its 
contracts with the Government; and 
a company wbose legal department 
is uns-urpasse·d in th.e bra;ins that it 
l1as at · its disp-osal. I suggest that . . 

the matter .be, deferre·d ·for more· care 
fl1l ·consideration, and then if tho.ught 
fit a Bill that will mJ01re distinctly and 
correctly set out the. purposes· of th.e 
meas11re and sa.feguard beyon.d all 
inischa.nce the position o·f the Co1lo.ny 
und.er the Railway contracts, m~y b·e 
brough.t d1own. 

~ 

MR. ARCHIBALD:-Mr. Cha.irman, 
I have no desire to make, .an att~ck 
upon the Reid Newfoundland ·Company 

' 

I am just spea.king on this proposition 
before th·e Ho·use; but if I do· make ~n· 

atta,·ck I s.hall not be a~ra.id . of speak
ing, and when I do "I would just a,s 
so.on ta;lk for a week as I would for 
an hour. I have nfot been sitting h.ere 
all these· days without collecting data., 

and when the time comes I will at
tack ~nd a:ttack strongly. At the pre-, 

sent tim·e I am only making I sugges ... 
tio·ns, but when certain. thing.s and leg 
islation a.re brought in here I will de
liver an att~ck and a heavy one with 

' 
that. · If anything is introduced here 

\ 

and if it is not in our i1nterest and the 
interest o,f the country in general it 
sh;ould be given a six mon·ths hoist, 
and ·especially legislation de·aling with 
t11e Reid Newfoundlan.d Company. I 
am not pre,pare·d to sanction ,a.nything 
until we are sure that we have ·the 
Reids where they ought to· be . 

T·he Bill was thereupo·n read a sec-
011d time and it was orde·red that the 
sa.id Bill .be. re.ferre·d to. :a Select ·C;o1m-. 
mittee of the House. 

lVIr. Spe.aker a.ppointed the 
Committee a.s follows :-Hon. 
Prime Minister, Hon. the Minister of· 
J11stf.ce, Hon. the Minister iof Finance, 
Mr. Bennett, Mr., Higgins .. and Mr. 
Fox. 

It was moved and seconded th.at 
the I101use ~t its rising do adjourn ·un 
til to-mor·row at eleven of the ·cl:o·ck . . · 

' 

The House th·e·n adjourned a.ccord-
ingly . .. 

SAT'URDAY, June l~, 1922. 
The House met at eleven of the 

. elocl{ in the forenoon, pursuant to ad-
journme11t. 

Petitions were 
'Sinnott from St. 
water. 

' prese11 tecl · by Mr-. 
J.oseph's, re Break-

. SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-May I ask 
th.e Prime Minister if the R.ailwa.y 

I • agreement has been signed yet. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER~

The solicitor·s for both sides said it 
would be signed 11ast evening. I have 
i1ot heard definitely of it to-day. There 
was to be a change m.ade on the line~ 
of the suggestion of my Hon. frienq 
and it was embodied in the agreement 
by Messrs. Conroy and Emerson, who 
were then to get it signed. 

l\1R. ARCHIB.ALD-Before the 
House goes into Committee,. Mr. Speak 

' 
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er, I would like to say that a deputa ... 
tion of my constituents waited on IDEJ 
last Saturday, and said that they 
would be summoned if they ran their 
l\'fotors Cars with. out paying their tax
es. I really thought this tax w·as im"' 
Jlosed only because a road was to bf~ 

quilt in the district, and 011 that con
clition only did I assent to it. Now not 
a dollar has been spent on road worl{ 

., 

·and_ these people are still being taxed, 
and what is more those who dirve taxt 
cars are now prevented from earning
their living, for to pay twenty anq 
thirty dollars upon a ta.x that dqes not 
benefit them is ridiculot1s. I now ask 
the Prime Minister in the absence of 
the l\!inister of .Justice to have thos".' 
proceedings stayed, and I now 
notice that w'hen the House 

give 
meet~ 

\ 

a.gain I will move an amendment to 
thP present Act. 
MR~ MbORE-1 subscribe ·to what 

the Hr. Grace me1nber 11as said. On 
Sunda.y last a nu.mber of motorist~ 

from the head of the Bay ·waited on 
me on this matter and concerning the 
hardship of such a tax. I thought the 
tiax very unfair and advised them to 
come into town and see about it. 1 
favour Mr. Archibald's motion and 
will support it to the ·utmost of mY 
power. 

MR. HIBBS-Mr. Spea.ker, I v.1ould( 
like to say a word on this matter. J 
ca11not agree to the staying of pro ... 
ceedings against motorist, for it is 
impossilJle to do work tl1at envolves 
considerable expenditure witl1out hav-. 
ing the moD;ey first. We cannot build a 
road to Ciarbonear without mone}'-, 
and it is but reasona.ble to have the 
Conception Bay niotorists pay theln 
taxes that they may i11 tin1e l1a ve a 
good road extend~d aro:und the north 
side of the Bay. We have a good road 
built on the south shore extending as 

· far as Hopewell, but it will require· 
I ' 

about $100,000 to rebuild thJs road to . 
Carbonear. 

With regard to the Motor Taxes. We 

collected only $75 from Conception 
Bay n1otorists last year, a.nd we spent 

· in that section <lver $200. From out; 
experience in the past I fear that we 
cannot collect from those delinquent~ 
without 3ome action being taken. 

I wish to state here what the Ro1ad 
Commissio11 has already made known 
to the Conception Bay Motorists, 
ttamely that all taxes which they pay 
on Motor Cars will be spent on the 
roads in their own localities. We are 
1>repared to earmark every dollar tlllit 
we collect in. the North side of Co11· 

• 

ception Bay,' a11d spend the ~a1ne 

a.mottn t in improving th:,e main road 
to Carbonear. 'rhis year the Commis
sion has set out to expend about $1~- . 
000 on each of the important main 
roads radiating from St. Joµn's, name 
ly, the Topsail road, Torbay road, Por
tl1gal Cove road and Petty Harbotl 
road. With the balance we hope to 
make some imnroven1ents on the road 
from Hopewell to Holyrood, common
ly referred to as ''The Cowpath", 

In vie·w of the situation and the 
conditions under which the Road Com 
mission J.11as had to operate, I am ver~ 
sorry that the Hon. Member for Hr. 
Grace wl10 was once a member of the 
Commission has so little knowledg·~ 

regarding the Act under which the 
Road Commission operates. It is not 
within the· province of the Motorists 
around Conception. Bay to dJ1ctate to 
the Roac1 Com1nission as to ·where tll.o· 
.money sb,ould be e·xpe·nded. They have 
no more al1thority to do this than yo11 
S

1

ir, or inyself ha·ve to dictate· to the 
Department of Public Works as to 

" 
'''here they should expend the V1ariol1s 
gr~nts, because we happe1n to contri
but~ a small portion to the revenue. 
- Those Motorists will have · to 
conform with the Act which pro .. 
,-ides for every owner of Motor Car~ 
who pays the "fax in accordance w·ith 
the class of car which he owns a.ncl 
operates. 

In conclusion, Sf1~, I want to sa)7 

, 

• 
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tl1at it is the in.tention of the Road 
Com1nission to build a decent road
wa.y from the City to Carbonear, a~ 

"\\·ell as p11ttirJ.g the various otl1er 
re> ads . to which I have referred in a 
first class condition. This has prove11 
to be a very serious pro bl em owing 
t(> the fact that motor traffic is very 
destructive on our poorly built roads 
a.nd bridges, arid a l.arge percentage 
of our funds have to be expended in 
repairing roads so as to make · the1n 
passable for traffic during each seas
on. Our aim, however, is to widen 
n 11 d co11s truct a road not less than 
twenty feet wide, and to replace wood 
e.n bridges with concrete ones. 

I do not think there is ian inj·ustice 
l1eing done any Motoi"ist wl1en he Js 
a.sked to pay l1is taxes, as that tax re ·· 
i1resents a better road and longer life 
to the vehicle 'vhich lie drives. 

Pursuant to order anr on inotion of 
IIon. the Pri1ne Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
V/l1ole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chtair. 
lVIr. Hibbs toolt the Chair of Con1-

111ittee. 
SIR MICHAEL C ... i\SHIN-Mr. Chair 

ina,n, I would like to draw t11e atten-
tion of the Pri1ne Mi11ister and the 
Government to the Sanitoriu1n. Report 
subrnittecl by Dr. Rendell a few day~, 

ago. I)r. Ren(lell recom1nends a 
I 

couple of ·things to be done at the ' 
Sa11itorium that would be a great 
i11eans of comfort to the platients there 
I happened to visit that institution a 
few days ago and J)r. Rendell po in tecl 
Ollt to n1e several · thi11gs that ·he had 
recommended to the Governn1ent tcJ 
be done for th.e j1nproven1ent of the 
place and for benefit .of the P·atients, 
but the Goverr1me·nt failed to carr~ ... 
out any · of his reco1nmendations. In 
t11e first place the cleaning up of the 
grounds iri the front of the building 
shoulcl l)e ·done by the Contractor, ,ld,C

cording to what tl1e contract called 
for. Then there is a part of the ]?uild ... 

ing that needs attention right away 
whE:}re patients in o·rqer to g~t from 
·the sick chamber to tl1e din'ing roo~ 
have to step out on the balcon·y. ~ 

think that all will agree with me tl1at 
this is certainly a hardship on the pa 
tients, especially during the winter 
se-ason and it· would take but a verY, 
small expenditure to follow out Dr. 
Rendell's reco1nmendation by ha vinfJ 
storm windows erected there. That , 
if done, would give th~, ptttlents son1e 
comforts and it would make the insti
tution look as it ought to look. I 
would like to l{now from the Mi11ister 
of Public Works if he visited tl1e . in-. 
stitution lately? 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.
I have not been there this spring. 

SIR MICBAEL CA.SHIN-Well then 
I would recon1me11d that you take a 
vv.alk there as soon as you can and · 
see for yourself how absolutely neces
·sary Dr. Rendell.'s recom1nenclations 
are. Y 011 could haye the . grounds 
1Jeautified at little cost. You could 
113.,re a lt1'\rely garden there for the pa .. 
tients to sit in the' st1n every 1norni11g 
and in the evening the patie11ts could 
repai1· to the front of the building .. 
4..11 this is essential to the recovery 
of the patients. These improvC\mAnfs 
may look a small public matter, bu~ 
w11en yoll tiake in.to cqnsideration the 
i1umber of patients that a.re <10rJ.cern
ed-80.._it is a different matter. No~M 

is the ti1ne to pt1t the place in shape 
and I am sure· that it is only neces1 
sary to mention this n1atter to the 
Government and it "'·ill be atten.ded 
to. By beautifying the place at the 
present time you would be doing t~To 
good works. You 'vould relievP tbe 
cliscomfort of the patients and relieve 
the e1nployment dit11a.tjon 1as Wf\11. I 
will support the·se improvem.ents and . 
the Minister of Public Wor1rs will sup 
port them too after he visits the place. · 
Further than that I an1 prepared to 
make an allocation from the Road· 
Grant 'for Ferryland District to help 



• 
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out the M.inister of Public ~orks in 
hi.s good work, altho' I k11ow· that this 
an1ount is not to be compa.re·d 'vith 
vvl1at he took and spent in connection 
"rith the Road de Luxe. It is bette~ 
a,nd inore economical · also to close up 
the Sudbury Hospital and put all the 
soldiers that are ther·e in the Sanitori
um under the care of Dr. Rende·ll 
=where they would be better cared for, 
as Dr. Rend.ell has made a long study 
of how to treat patients iat the Sani
toriu1n. I think that the right and 
proper thi·ng to do isl for the, Govern ... · 
ment to sell Sudbury. I would like to, 
ask the lVIinister of Public Works if . 
he has yet read Dr. Rendell's Report? 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.-
• 

No. 
I-ION. THE PRIME MINISTER.--. 

He has not had an opportunity Sir 
Michael. 

SIR · lVIICHAEL CASHIN-That is 
not according to Hoyle for a Head 
of a De1partment. The Minister or 
Public Works is in charge of all public 
institutions and he is the man who 
should have tabled this Report 
l\fr. Mini·ster and not you, but the 
Pri1ne Minister has been -minister ot 
everything in this country except the 
Chu·rch, , and I notice according to . a 
question tabled here yesterday that a, 
Minister of the Churcl1 is leaving his 
post a11d joining. Now I wo11ld 1 ike 
to say to the Prime, Minister and the 
Minister of Public Works that if they 
l1ad any rela,tives in the Sianitoriun1• 

that they '\vould immediately get busy 
a.nd do something. Here is Dr. Re11-
dell's Report, tl1at I will ask the Min
ister of Pt1blic Work'$ to read, and it 
l1e does not move in the matter, I trust 
that the Prime Mini·ster; who is Minis 
ter of all lVfinisters, will take a trip , . 

in to the Sanitorium ancl trv a.nd do • 

something for the patients there. 
· MR. JENNINGS-Mr. Cha.irman, oun 

object has been to ·ad1nit where at all 
possible, those 'vhose cases are hope
ful of being cured, especially young; 

men and women, and that even if we 
have to give them preference over 
older people whose cases are hope
less. 

MR. BENNETT-Mr. Chairman, l 
quite agree wi-th . and sympathise with 

• 

the Minister because I know of ciases 
where people l1ave sought admission, 
whose cases were absolutly hopeles~ 
and they were sometimes put in and 
younger people who really had a 
chance of being cured could not get 
admittance . 

' 

MR. VINIC01'1BE~I quite appre-
ciate the remarks just passed and can 
see the hopelessness of the doctor•a, 
position. Dr. Rendell has piiactically 
no scope of dealing with the great 
i1umber' of hopeless cases and several 
of those cases are not a.t ttll hopefut 
o'f being cured or even p·atched up for 
a fe 1w years. I think that when the 
Governors are appointecJt and take of
fice they sho11ld see that incuraple 
c1ases are not admitted in preference 

' 
to younger cases w·ho have· a good 
chance of recovering. 

There is a,nother question I want 
to speak of and that is the question 
of good butter for the Sanitorium. If 
there is any place where g·ooct butter 

. is needed and essential it is the Sani
tarium; at the General Hospital the 
butter does not matter half as mucn: 
because a 'great number of cases 
there are not cases of bod.tty ittnes1', 
people with broke.n arms and legs do 
n.ot need it as badly as patients at the 
Sanitarium. I do hope . that this mat-. 

. ter will be attended to and remedied 
before the winter sets in. 

MR. MOORE-Mr. Chairman, before 
·the Committee rises I would . li'ke to 
a .. sk for son1e inforn1ation or explana
tion~ I thought that Mr. Davey was 
en1ployed to lay water pipes and give 
a good w~ter supply, and yet we find ~ 

that tl1e water had to be eupplied by 

hand pipes~ and it was only ren1edied 
by their own . engineer Mr. O'Driscoll, 

• 

• 
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Vv'ho tl1rned his nttention to it and clock Mr. Speaker left the Chair until 
gave an amp.le supply. . three of the clock this afternoon. 

l\:Ir. Davey 11ad his men there for 
a,l1out two years and was paid for 
bringing down t11.e water supply from 
tl10 l1ill, a11d ~r8t we find that tha wa
ter supply was inad~quate and only 
re1ned1ecl by their ow11 e.ngine~r a.nd 
tl1e Sanit1arium staff. • 

l\lfR. JENNING·S-Mr. Chairman, 1 
ha:vc alrea{ly explained to this House 
that O''ri11g to the To·wn Council not 
;_t!lo\ving llS sufficient supply we had 
to tr}r a.nd get it in on our ow·n, an.d ,\-e 
tried at considerable expense and la·· 
bour to get a water supply from Petty 
Harbor Pand. We were hamperei1 
there by .ia rock-cut which 11as not yet 
been fini~hed, all.d ·then it was discov- ' 
ered that there was a good spring by 
the side of the hill, a.nd Dr. Ren.dell 
and some o~ t11e staff managed t(l get,. 
jt in and supply the Sanitari11m, that 

\ 

is ·the explanation. 
Mr. Spec:iker resumep the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to therrt referred, had passed 
certain Resolutions, and asked leave 
to sit again. 

On motion this Report was receiv
ed and adopted, and it was ord~re(} 

that the Committee have leave to si' 
• aga1n. 

Wl1ereupon, with unanimous con
se11t, the Chairman from the Commit
tee of the Who le on Sup.ply reported 
certain Resolutions, · which \Vere rea t 
a first tin1e .anrl it was ordered that 
they be read a second time presently 
as follows:-
Pt1blic Charities . . . . . • a $ l ,500.00 
Educatio11 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dept. Public Works . . . . . . 

15,000.00 
4,867.00 

l)ept. lVIarine & Fisheries . 1,860.00 
The said Resolutions being read a 

s<.!cond time, it was moved and se·
conded that the House concur with 
the Committee therein and the said 
Resolutions were agreed to. 

... ~t a quarter past twelve of' th~ 

• 

Mr. Spea.ker resumed the Chair at 
three of the clock. 

With unanimous conse11t, and on 
motion of Hon.. the Prime Minister, 
the House resol\-ed itself into a Com-
111ittee of the Whole on Supply. -

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
·Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com-

1nittee. 
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-May'" I ask 

the · Prime Minister if it is correct 
that the wages of the officia.Js on the 
r1!1ilroad 'vere reduced within the past 
n1onth? 

HON. TI-IE PRilVIE MINISTER.
No; the Government has nothing to 
do with< it. 

SIR MICH~i\EL CASHIN- I t1nd8r ·· 

stan.d tltat there was a reductio11 all 
ro11nd of ten and fifteen per cen.t. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS'l,ER.
'CJp to tl1e present the Go"\""er·n1nent 

I 

have had absol11tely nothing wh~tever 
to do V\7ith th0 wa.ge·s of the. emnlo)rees 
of the railway. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN-But if it 
is the case will you see that it • 

IS 

squar,~d up? 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.--·

t :n.doubtedly. 

IvIR. s ·ur;LI.VAN-Mr. Chairman, af
ter I. h1ave finLsb.ed I "'.vould like the 
Prime Minister to give this House an 
explan8~tion of what cla1:1se No. 12 
of the agreement means , why it is 
inserted. ' This clause reads :-"]~or 
the purpose of such operation the 
said Richard C. l\1organ sl1all have the 
title and all tl1e powers of general 
inanager b11t no chiange in operating 
poli.cy shnll be made withol1t · the 
joint consent of the said Richard C. 
l\tforgan and the ·said Robert G. Reid. 
My interpretatio11 of _this clause is 
that you are putting in a General 
l\f.anager to run the rail " '"ay for the 
11ext five months at the expense o~ 

t h is cou11try 1and tyi11g the hands of 
t b.e inan in cl1arge so that practically 

' 
• 

' 

-

• 
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the Railway will have to be operated as well to tell the Reid Newfot1ndlan<l 
as it wa.s last year and no saving or 
economies are likely to be brought 
a,bout. The General Manager Clan 
make no change in the operating pol-

• 

icy without the consent of Mr. R. G. 
Reid and Mr. R. G. Reid can do i1oth
ing without the co11sent of Mr. Mor
gan.; tl1erefore the R.ailwa'), will be 
run on the same lines as last year be
cause no curtailment is likely to be 
made in the number of trains run, i10 

ialteratio11 made in salaries, no change 
in the staff. Undoubtedly under this 
<:trrangement all old employees wili 
be kept on whether their services are 
required or not in the opinion of the 
General l\Ia11ag·er, as Mr. R. G. Rei(l ts 

i1ot going to be a party to the dismi~
sal of any of his old staff, inore pa1·-. ·-
tic u la r l y as the Gove·rnment has to 
pay all losses incurred in oper.ation of 
the Rail way and steamers for the i1ex~ 
fi.ve mo11ths. This clause is ur1fa ~.r 

tJotl1 to l'vlr. Margan antl Mr. R (}. 
' 

Rei<l. Although the a,greement is sup 
pc18f'd to be withot1t prejudice t •) ex
isti11g (•Jntr tcts , J\·1r. Morga11 t11i~;l1t 

1nake <:;11~1 e ch.an?;es i11 the· <>perat.11::.; 
.. ~ • l i c;y ,~ .. :::. f ch 111igl1r, p:rejudicP. s<..,rne f1 t 
t:.tre <~lajJli or the c;overn1nen.t aga,i~1~t 

tl.0 <'l>n1ractors ::ln•J 1\Tr. R. G. Rei<l 
11>1~l1t r. ·-1 ke so111 '~ h iterations '-i1itl1 the 

I 

consent r}f l\1r. l\tI•':1·ga.n 'vhitl1 11.i,..;l, t 
J'rejud1('e tt1e clai!'-1 against tt.f~ t} :r\·

L rnn1e1 .t. 1'15 ght I ~ttggest that I~ th e 
··vent cf tl1c GenBr;·:i l Managf r 1\'.Ir. 

:VltJ1·p;uu t1?1<l :rvrr. R r. lieid b ~ · rig 1t•;. 

able to con1e to an agreement in an 
econo1nical operating policy then th ~) 

C~overnor in Council should h1ave the 
right to decide what the operatir1g po .. 

6 I ' 

licy should be. No General Mana.ger 
can do juetice to hin1self or give the .. 
results that should be given if Ge11f~r-
al Manager in name only, as Mr. l\{or 
gan is according to clause 12 of this 

.·agreement, as no economies can b e 
brought about in operating tinder this 
ia.greement. I look upon this ""hole 

t11ing as a farce. Jt would he it1st 

Company to go ahead and operate 
the . Railway until November the 15th 
a .. nd that the Govern111ent would pay 
tl1e bill. V'le would at least sa,re 
the expenses that will have tc• be 
piaid lVTr. Morgan. I am opposed to 
voting the $250 1000 asked for under 
this . agreement u.nless some cha.n ges 
are made. The present one is u·n-· 
workabl13, unsatisfactor)'- and places 
l\'.Ir. lVIorgan and Mr. R. G. Reid in 

' very dit:ficult positions. The Govern-
rnent secured the services of Mr. 
Morgan presumabl~' an ex·pert Rail
way man to operate the system econ
omicrtlly; he oonnot do it under this 
agreement. If the new General M"a11-
ager has a reputation to uphold I 
am at a loss to understand how he 

• 
could agree to accopt the general 
managership with clause 12 inserted 
in the agreement. No person kno,v:s 
better than Mr. Morgian how difficult 
it is to . opera,te our present railway 
s·ystem in this country · economically 
even if he had a free han.d. Ho'\v 
much more difficult is it going to be 
when a deadlock is possible at an~ 
mome11t? I am not convinced that it 
was necessary to bring Mr. Morgan 
or any other rail way mian from Can -
ada, the United States or elsewhere 
to operate the Railway as compet-

• 

ent n1er1 are available in this cour1-
try. For the reasons which I have 
given I am not · prepared to vote for 
the $250,000 asked. 

HON MIN. OF JUSTICE.--1\ir. Cha1r 
mian. I think that Mr. Sullivan is 
a.nticipa.ting something that is not 
going to happen, in view of the fact · 
of the last statement that he made, 
namely, that lie was prepared to pay 
the Reids to run the road. The mai11 
point of tl1e section referred to is that 

·the Government do not wa,nt to be in 
the position prejudicing themselves 

' for any future case of litigation. I 
trust 1that the Hon. member for Pla
centia will Ioolr at it in that light. It 

, 
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' 

gan and !\Ir. Reid the railroa.d will of the House be held so thl3.t 111e1nbers 
go on the same as it did during tl1e 
past year . and nothing will be done to 
prejudice the rights of e1ither side. 

MR. SULLIV AN.-The agreement is 
unfair both to Mr. Morgan and. Mr. 
Reid, in my op-inion. 

MR. BE.NNETT-Mr. Chairman. I 
think that the private me1nbers of 
the Government, at least, as 'vell as 
the me1nbers of the Opposition feel 
disappointed this afternoon i11 being 
aslred to consider this important mat
ter with the meagre iamount of infor
mation at their di'sposal, and I think 
it most unfortunate that this matter 
had not been ready earlier in the seS· 
sion so as to rece1ve the considera
tion that its importance merits. A 
week ago members on this side ·of the 
House asked the Government to come 
down here at the earliest possible op
portunity and give. as much informa. 
tion -in relation to . the possible settle
ment · of the railway trouble tha.t was 
tlesirable to give at this .junct11re. Of 
co11rse wl1en the case is about to come 
before the Courts it is very rlifficult 
and inadvisable to give ·away your 
case: but I submit that infor111ation 
has been given out to the public to 
a certain extent man)" months ago and 
that information is riot yet. in the pos
session of many members of this 
House and I say it is highly improper 
for the Prime Minister to come here . 
this afternoon with an agreement 
s11ch as this and then ask us to p'ass 
a, Resolution asking the House to vote 
$250,000 to 1 carry out that agreement. 
Now for some reasons the Prime Min
ister and the Government are camou
flagi1i-g the issue. Tl1ey kn.ow tha.t 
'$250,000 will llot make up the deficit 
on the operation of the rail~ray for 
the next five n1onths. They must know 
because there is no evidence tn extst:
ence to prove to the contrary. Still 
we are asked to be frank on such mat 

'vould know the true position of the 
Government in relation to the rail
road. Thus far tl1e only information 
,,r(• have is that l\fr. Morga.11 is going 
to operate the railroa.d as General 
iVIanager for the ne.xt five months in 
conjunctio'11 with Mr. R. G. Reid and 
that the ·Government will meet the 
expenses of this process, except for 
the words ''without prejuclice." Such 
a bald and u11sia.tisfactory statement 
to bring before a House of Assembly 

' is unworthy of any Government. The 
Government know that they are not 
sincere in the statements they are 
are making. As I have already men
tioned, for som.e reason or otl1et they 
are camoufla.ging the real issue, and 
trying to get the people of · th_is coun
try to swallow the idea that theyt are 
goi11g to run the railroad fo·r h.alf 
what it cost to run it for the same 
period last year when it cost $500,00 
I do not see what is to be gained by 
making statements that are not reli
able and cannot be backed up by re
liable evidence. I do not understand 
why the Government cannot face the 

I 
issue like men. It has been stated 
many times here that the railway prob 
lems were not brought about by this 
Gover11ment or any other particular 
Government. It is a national matter, 
and as such should be treatert ns a 
national question and every mem'Qei
of this House is the right and proper 
person to know of all the circumstan
ces surrounding th.e question. It 
would fill a very large book what 
could be told a bout the railroad dur
i11g the past fevr sessi9ns of this 
House, still what has been told here 
could be taken down on ta sheet of 
11.ote paper. We know that during the 
war large deficits were incur·red on 
the operations of railroads all over 
the world. Those of us who WPre in 
office during the war l{now what the 

• 
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Reid Newfoundland Co1npany were 
called upon to do o'ving to the rail
way line being overtaxed in the hann 
ling of freight and passengers, an~ it 
would be absolutely absurd for any 
pe·rson to make the statement that 
u11der war co11ditions the r~1ilroad 

could be operated successfully. Ta.l\:r, 
th~ price, of coal. In pre-war days it 
cost tl1e Reid Newfoundland Compan~T 
$3 or $4 a ton, while, in 1919 and 1920 

. it cost then1 $.15 or $16 ra ton, conse
quently tl1ere 'vere large deficits -on 
account of the operations of their 
steamers, due to the higl1 nrice of 
coal. And what is true of coal is 

true of wages. 
Now I must repeat that the Govern . 

rnent are not sincPre when they come 
ir1 here with the proposition of ask
ing for $250,000 for the operatio11 o~ 

the railroad for the next five months. 
Tb.ere n1ay be some econo·n\!es prac

tised outward1y but these economiAs 
will nclt make 1any c1ifference "Torth 
while ultimately and I make bold to 
sa.y tha,t the deficit will be som e\\~·ha;r 

similar to \vhat it \Vas i11 1!>21. It i~ . 
· not true that the best menths for t'1e 
tra.ins arei JuJJr and August. as stated 
by the Prime Minister. Tl1e best 
montl1s are the Fall inonths. Wl1~" 

-
during the summer months it '\Voulcl 
l1e a sort of a curio to see ia fe\\" ca,:t 

· loads of freight coming ancl going 
while in the Fa11 inonths the very 
contrary is tl1e case. .And what is 
true of freight is true of passengers 
outside of a few e·xc11rsions and plea:~ 

ure trips that are made durin.g tl1e 
midsumm.en season. In corroboratio11 
of what I say here is a sU.'ltement that 
"Tas give11 ine last year issued by the 

I 

Reid N e"rfoundland Compa11y: 

Ex- Earn-
,· . 

penses ings 
.July . . . . . . . . . . . . $266,000 $144.00 
August . . . . . . . . . 258,000 162,000 
September . . . . . . . 248~000 152,000 
October . . . . . . . . . 259,000 161.,000 
November . . . . . . . 263,000 186,000 

I 

• A inont.hly payment ol $250.00D. 

·That was the basis upon 'vhich last 
' 

year's loss was estimated. The Gov-
, 

ern1nent gave the Reids one million 
dolla.rs for six inonths fro1n July 1st 
to December 31st, 1921, 1and a million 

......... 

anrl a half for the w·hole year. That is 
indisputable according to the ac
counts of the Government. Well i1ow 
how are you going to get down to 
$250,000 for fi're months this year. 
)'"' ou will certainly have to econon1ize 
very stringently. 

I-ION. MIN. OF MARINE & :b..,ISH
:B~RIES--The Prime Minister said the 
loss \vould be $66 .. 000 per mont]J for 
the next five months, ow'ing to the re
duction in the price of coal. That ls 

the state1nent made by Mr. "Pill tak
en fron1 the books of the Reic1 Ne,\.·
foundland C1om 1r:i.ny. 

MR. BENNETT-That is not so, be-. 
ca use you have to make provision for. 
the coal for the whole year althougl1 
our -statement may be true regard

ing the first six months of, the }·ear. 
HON. MTN. OF l\tIARINE & FISR

:MRIES.-If that is so n1ore m·oney. 
'\\""ill have to be spent. 

l\fR. BENNETT-What positio11 i~ 
tl1e railway going to be in on the 31st 
of l)ecember of this year? I remem, 
her a yeia r or two ago the Co1npany 
had to lay down $250,000 for coal t~ 
lead them over the winter, ancl if the 
railway is to be run next winter coal~ 
¥lill have to be laid . in by the 31st of 
December, and they will need money 
to buy that because I doubt if the 
Co111pany can get it on credit. I re
qiember not long since '\-Vhen the Co1n 
pa,ny had to pa,y for lall their coal 
'vl1en orl1ered, because the Con1panjr 
owecl too much money to the co;1) 
(;ompa.ny in Nova Scotia to get credit. 
.Th.e coal for winter operations has to 
be talre11 to th8 bases and depots. 
such as Port Blandford, ClarenvillP 
and Le,visporte. It looks to me ias it 
t11ere was no intention to run the rail 
"\·ay next 'vinter. I have a 1 statement 

• 
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here of running expenses last yeai-. 
$739,000 for fuel from July to De ... 
cember 31st alone, and that is what. 
will have to happen this year if the 
railway is to be operate.w tnts 'vinte1·. 
You will need iat least 50,000 tons of 
coal, last year they had 62,000 tons. 

Th.e earnings for the twelve months 
1920-21 were $958,724.52 and it is fair 
to estimate that half of that will be 
earned during the first six months. 
'rhat is what 'vill be required accord ·
ing to the statement of -running ex-. 
penses and takings last year. Now 
what is the idea of voting $250,000? 

\ 
In · 1920 there were 14,000 tons of 

coal landed at Heart's Content, 13,000 
at Le,visporte and 12,.00o tons at Clar
enville; so I submit that the whole 
tl1ing has not been go11e into at all as 
it should. · This House is being · de
·prived of lots of information whicl1 
it should have received; by Keeptng 
it back from this House you keep i~ 

back from the people and the country. 
I hold no brief from the Reid.s, but T 

' 

clo \Vant to see what we are voting 
'for and where we stand in this mat
ter. Here is a statement given by 
l\ir. W. D. Reid in Jurte 1921. (Reads 
statement). You n1ust remember 
that the Reids were working over
time during the war, and give the 
Devil his due the Reids certainly help 
ed us out considerably during the 
war, and I do not see how we would 
11ave been able to carry on at all in 
this country if it had not been for the 
R.eids. Now we are up against it, it 
is just ·as well to settle things once 
and for all. 

N o"r Mr. Chairman, my object for 
I . 

reading the statement is to merely 
show what you should expect in fu
ture as to the operating of the rail
way I say it is very serious ancl 
should be adjusted to p.rovid~ for tht1 
future. It is essential for the ·benefit 
and prospects of the country that it 
should be kept in an order which 

would do some credit to the coun-. 
try. 

I-Iere is a table· 
year, 1903 to 1920. 
YEAR 

of losses 

1904 .. • • • • • • • • • • • • . . $ 
19 05 . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
19 Q,6 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • • • 

1907 
1908 
1909 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • . . ~ • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

·1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 1!-l17 
1918 .. 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1919 . . . ~ . . . 

. . . ' . . . • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • ••• 

• • • . . . . . ... . . . . 
1920 (Ry. Commission yr) .. 

for 1? 

LOSS 
92,000 

109,00Q 
127,000 
155,000 
162,00(} 

• 

71,000 
19,00Q 
3·1,000 

133,000 
136,000· 
206,000 
201,00Q 
16'7,000 
141,000 
34G,OOO 
688,000 

1 ~335,000 

Tot~l loss . . . . . . . . . . . $4,189,000 
l f 've are to go on year after year 

spending the sa1ne as we are now we 
will have spent over $8,000,000 on tb_e 
railway in 16 years, and there will be 
no improveme11ts and we will have, the 
the same old ramshackled property as 
we ha.ve now. Unless there is some 
change in the p.rogramme we will be 
ruined because this country will no\ 
and can11ot at all pay orie ·million or. 
a inillion arid a. l1alf dollars to nna11cr~ 
i! year after year; so therefore let u~ 
hop·e thlat by the time recess is over 
the Govern1nent will ha,,.e some pre
pared scheme and policy to gi,re to 
the country. We on this side of the 
I-louse cannot prevent it, but w'e can 
put ourselves on record as against it 
as long as we are here representing 
tl1e people. 

lVIR. HIGGINS-Mr. Chairman. This 
agree1nent as. it stand.s now exp·iresi 
on the 15th November. If the posi
tion is good thE'n for an election be
fore ia permanent agreement is enter., 
ed in to, it will be good poltt!cs ro:i; 
you to spring one. If such an elec· 

I 

' 

• 
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tion is held next fall ,it is a consola-, 
tion to know thatj it matters not who, 
comes. back they cannot possibly l1an<; 
le the affairs of t.l1e cou11try in a worsn 
way than the present Govern1ne1r~ 

have. It woulcl be imposslble to get 
together any aggregati~r1 1magin1!;.1,bli:? . 

for tl1e purpose of a Govern1nent who 
would make a more horrible iness · ot 

I 

everything they tot1ch than the 
Squires Govern111ent have done. One 
thing you have been experts in is tht) 

. ' 

spending of money. Someone saicl be~ 
fore you have spent it like drunke11 
sailors a11d that was quitQ true. Th(J 
hard part .of it is the money . was no~ 
)"ours but the people's. . Tne conn try 
is paying a terrible price for your 
n1istalres. There is not a man on tl1e 
Governn1en t side of the I-louse fro111. 
tl1e Prime Minister down but wh·o has 
a supreme contempt for himself fo1· 
the way things have been muddled 
since )rour adve11t to po¥ter. The in. 
terests of the co1111try have been sacrt.
ficed in all cases for personal jnter ... 
ests arid persor1a,l gai.n. As regards 
t11e agree1nent . . This is not the Gov.,, 
ern1nent's agreement but it is dic
tiated and outlined by the Reid -Nfld. 
Co. Conseque11tly when you are can
vassing the electorate next fall the 
cry of "fighting Reid'' will avail yol1 
nothing. The terms of the agreement 
are only a bli11d to cover the real fiacts 
I consider tl1e position of the /coun
try no-vv to be such a.s this: When a 
man's relative dies you sy1npathize 
with him and say "I iam sorry for you 
I will go to the funeral to-morrow." 
It looks as if we shall have to ne·xt . . ' 

' 

go to the poor old country's funeral . 

to rush the matter r1ow l)efore the 
House, b11t I hope that there is no in
tention of doin.g so now, at tl1f) 
ele\rentl1 hour. This is the 011ly piec<~ 

of 1.-egislation tl1a.t this flouse has hrtd 
placed before it worthy of co11sider
a,tion this session. With . due regarc1 I 

t·"l my personal kno\vledge and h::tvin1; 
'regi.'lrd to this railroad policy I a111 no~ 
preparecl to give n1y suppor.t to . this 
n1ea.sure. 

Now in Section 10 alone there is ni) 
su.ggestion made as to what ar(~ th0 
ciuties of l\fr. Morgan or Mr. Re-id. Tho 
Pri1ne Minister h.as said that the Reid·; 

' 

and tl1e _Newfoundlanrl Con1pany are 
a me11ace to the Government a,11d i~ 

company \Vitl1 tl1e Reids there is Mt· 
1V[org:r1n lool{ing after the co11ntry·s 
or the Government's interest, a ina. ri 
'vho111 we kno'v nothing about 'vl1at
e·ver. Who is lVIr. Morg·an? We kno"' 
nothing about him, but I 11a1re n1;.r 
sl1spicions about the whole tning; bll"' 

there is a11other point~ Sec. 14 no sal 
ary or fee is me11tioned in connection 
with the steamboats. Mr. Reicl 11as 
tl1e sa"me a11thority as . Mr. lVIorgan. 
Their d.uties are absolutely undefined 
and if Mr. Morgan says "We will run 
one trai11 or one boat per week." an.d. 
Mr. Reid says "No." We get a de:lC.
lock immediately. A rloadlock, 
and what happens then? There is no 
provision whatever made. 

Now we tare on the verge of clos
ing down the Ho11se, but I regret thar . 
the Hon. l\lfin. of Marine and Fishei-
ies · is not in his seat at the present 
time. T11e inan who has bee11 a da..il)
passen_ger to Port Union at the coun, 
try's expen.se1 ; and the men of Place1' 
tia and Fortune Bays cannt>t get sur
:flci ent supplies to take them from the 
rocks to earn their summer's 1\riEtge~ 

to provide for their famil1e~ d.urtn~r 

But there is one consolation, we will 
go to the Government's funeral next 
fall when the electorate will commit 
to everlasting limbo the remai11s of 
the Squires-Coaker outfit . . 
. MR WALSH-M'r. Chairman. I want 

· the coming winter; and the men on. 
tl1e other side of the House at the 

' 

to make som,e brief comment 011 the 
n1a.tter no\v before the Chair. It look-, 

ed as if an attempt was being made 
• 

present time do not care whether he 
goes t\vice a week or t\vice a. (lay, the 
Great Chief Illl1st have his wa}~ . 

• 

• 
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Now Mr. Chairman, I w~ant to avail 
of th.is opportunity to pla_ce nlyselt 
on record and say that I have been 
i11 this House for ten years and I de-

• 

f)· any person to say that I liave used 
my position to advance the· Reid Nfld. 
Company or any other Company. l 
a.in here to opp·ose any Company witl) 
out a sound policy, in. ~his or an:v
other Government a~. I am prepltr
ed to take chances on my position be
i11g secure1d in this House during the 
present a.dministration or a11y othen 

·Gover11ment. When 011e looks ba.cl; 
and remembers the various p\')litical 
parties sir.tee the Reids have bee~ 

~"ith us and th~ ' amount of assistance 
thrown to them by the· Government it 
is time to cry halt on the policy <)\ 

' 
such moves. I think when "re ar~ 

called upon, when we iare asked bv 

our constituents to keep the wolf 
frc>1n the door it bel10,"es eacl: anfl ev
e1 y one of ·us to do Ollr best. 

lVIr. Speaker resumed the Chair: 
Antl it being no'v past. 1\'Iidni~:11t 

SUNDAY, June· l8tl1. 

The Chairman from the <'!ommittee 
reported that they had. considered th·C? 
1natter to them referred, had passed 
certain · Resolutions, and aslred leave 
to sit again. 

OrJ. motion this Report was receiv
ed and adopted. 

Whereupon, with unanimous co·11-
sent, the Cha.irman from the Commit
tee of the Whole on Supply reported 
certain Resolutions which were read 
a first time, and it was ordered that 
the said Resolutions be read a second 
time presently as follows: 

RESOLVED · that out of the 192~ 
Loan Accou.nt ·there shall be appro
priated the sum o.f T,v·o Hundred and 
Fifty Thousand Dollars for Railway 
operating P·Urposes during currenC)" 
of proposed operating Agreement, for 
the period from July 1st, to Novem
lJer 15th., 1922. 

RE'SOLVED Department o~ Jus
tice, Constabulary $204,326.28. 

RESOLVED that a sum not exceed .. 
in9 $2,480,910 being two-thirds of the 
a.mounts voted as set . forth in the Es
timates in the -case of Local, Mai11 , 
I .... ine and Special Grants and Marine 
Works, and 011e half of the amounts 
voted as set forth in the Estimates tn 
all othes ·· cases, for the fiscal year 
ending the thirtieth day of June, 
1923, laid before the House o·f Assem
bly during the present Session of the 
Legislature a'nd passed, be granted t<) 

His Majesty, on account, for the fiscal 
.. year ending the thirtieth day of Juno 
1H23. 

On the motion that the House con., 
cur in t11e Resolution providing that 
the sum of r T\vo Hu11dred . and Fifty 
Thousand. Dollars be appropriated. out 
of the 1922 Loan Account for Railway 

• 

operating purposes for th~_ period 
from Jul)" 1st to November 15th, 1922 
t11e House divided, when there ap·· 
.peared i11 favour of the inotion-·Hon. 
the Prime Minister, Hon. the Min. of 
Justice, Hon. the Min. of Marine and 
li..,isheries, Hon. the Min. of Education~ 
Ho11. the Min'. of Posts a.nd Telegraph~ 
Hon. l\fr. Foote, Min. of Shlpping Mr. \ 
LeGrow. Mr. Abbott, l\Ir. Winsor, 1\iir. 
Hibbs, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Guppy, Mr. 
Jone!; 
and against it-Sir M. P. Cashin, l\r1r. 
Bennett, Mr. Higgins, M'.r. Fox, Mr. 
\Tinnicoml>e, lVIr. Moore, Mr. Walsh, Mt· 
Sinnott~· l\ir. Sullivan. (9). 

So ·it passed in the affirmative and 
'vas ordered accordingly. 

It was 111oved that the H 1011se con
cur in the Resolutio11 ·.p.roviding the 
sum of $204,326.28 for Department of 
.Tustice, Constabulary. 

Sir 1\iI. P. Cashin moveil and Mr. 
Walsh seconded the following ame11d- • 
ment. 

"That the vote as in the Estimates 
for Horse Police be transferred to 
assist the vote fo,r 10ld Age Pensi·ons, 

' and to assist the Sch:ool for the Blind" 
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Whereupon the House divided, and 
there appeared i11 favour of the .am
endment:-·Sir M. P. Cashin, Mr. Ben
nett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vinni
comb·e, Mr. Moore, IMJr. Walsh, Mr. Sin 
nott, Mr. Sullivan. (9). And against 

· it:-Ho.n. the Prime Minister, Hon. 
the Minister of Justice, Hon. the Min
ister of Marine and Fisherie·s, H,on. the 
lVIinister of Educatio·n, Ho·n. the Min
ister of Posts and Telegraphs, Hon. 
Mr. Foote, Minister of Shipping, !Mr. 
Le1Grow, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. 
Hibbs, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Guppy, Mr. 
Jones. (14. 

So it passed in . the negative. 
Wh·e·reupon the original motion w~s 

put, when there appeared in its fa
vour: -Hon. the Prime Minister, Hon. 
the Minister of Justice, Hon. the Min
ister of Mlarine and Fis,heries, Hon. the 
Minister o,f Edu·cation, Ho·n. the Min
ister of Posts an.d Telegraphs, Hon. 
l\i1r. Foote, Minister of Shipping, Mr. 
LeGrow, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. 
Hib.bs, Mr. Scamm.ell, Mr. Guppy, Mr. 
Jones. (14). And against it:-Sir IM. 
P. 1Cashin, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Higgins, 
Mr Fo1x, Mr. Vinnicomb·e, Mr. Mo1ore, , 
Mr. Wals1h, Mr. Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan. 
(9). 

So it passed in the affirmative and 
· ''ra,s ordered .accordingly. 

On motion the Resolution pro.viding 
that a sun1 not exceeding two-thirds 
\of the a.mo,unts set forth in .the Estim
,i.1tes in the case of Loc·al, Main Line, 
•Spe·cial Gr.ants, ~d Marine Works, 
and on0j half of the amo·unts. voted as 
set for.th in the Estimates in all 0th.er 
cases, for the fi'scail year ending thu 

'. thirtieth day of Jun·e, 1923, laid before 
the House of Assembly during the pre 
sent Session of the Legislature and 
pa.ssed, be granted to His lMiajesty, on 
account, for the fisca.I year ending th;e 
thirtieth day 1C)!f June, 1923, was con .. 
curred in by the House a.nd agreed to 
without division. 

On motion it was ordered that The 
Publi'c Servic·e Act be intro·duced to 
give effect to ~he same. 

Where·upon, with unanimous co,n
sent, the Bill entitled "An Act for 
grdfnling His Majesty certain sums o•f 
money for defraying certain expenses 
of the Public Service for the· Financial 
Years ending r-espectively the Th.ir
tieth Day · of June, One Thousand 

. Nine Hundred and Twenty-two, a.nd 
tl1e Thirti·e,th Day of June, One1 Th10.u.s
and Nine Hundred and Twe·nty-thre·e, 
.itnd for 0th.er purpose:s relatin.g to the 
Publi.c Service," was introduced and 
read a first ti1ne, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a second 
time presently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous c:on
sent, the Bill ·entitled "An Act for 
a;rantin.g to His Majes,ty ce·rtain sums 
. of money fo.r defraying certain expen-
ses of the Public Service for the Fi
nancial Years en.ding respectively the 
Thirtieth Da.y of June, One ·Thousand 
Nine Hundred and ·Twe·nty-two, a.nd 
the Thirtieth Day of June, One Thous-

: and Nine Hundred and ·T·wenty-three, 
: and for other purposes relating to the 
· Public. Service," w~s · re·ad a second 
ti1ne a.nd it was order·ed th.at the said 

~Bill b·e referred to a ·Committee of the i 

Whole House presently. 
l "rhereup101n, with unanimous conse·nt 

the House resolved itself into a ·Com
mittee of the Whole to cons.ider the 
Bill e·ntitled "An Act for grantin.g to 
His Majesty certain su1ns of money 
~o'r defraying certain expens·es of the 
Public Service for the Financial Years 
ending respectively the Thirtie.th D·ay 
01f June, One Thousand Nin.e Hundred· 
a.nd Twenty-two, a.nd .th·e Thirtieth 
Day of June, o·ne 1ThO•U.sand Nine Hun
dred and Twenty-.three, and for oth.e·r 

' 

pl1rpose·s relating to· the Public Ser-
vice.'' 

Mr. Spe.aker left the ·chai·r. 
lVIr. Hibbs took the Chair 1o'f c ·om

mittee. 
Mr. Speaiker resum·e,d the ·Chair. 
The 1Chairman from th.e 1Committee 

reported that they h:ad ·considered .th.e 
matter to them referred, and h,a.d pass 
ed the sa.id Bill with·out Wti·endment. 
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On inotion this Report was received 
and adopte.d, and .it was 1o·rdered that 
the said Bill be re.ad a third time 
presently. 

\Vhereupon the Bill entitled "An Act 
for granting to His Majesty certain 
su.ms of ~.oney for d·efraying certain 
expens:e,s of the Public Service for the 
~-,in a ficial Y e·~rs ending re·s,pe,ctively 
:the Thirtieth Day of June, ·One 'Thou.s
.and Nine Hundre·d · a,nd T·wenty-two, 
,and the ·Thirtieth Da.y 1of June, 10n·e . . 
Tl1ousand Nine Hundred. and 'T·wenty-
three, 3411d for other purpos.es relatine 
fo the Public s .e·rvice," wa,s rea.d a 
third time and pa.s'sed, and it wa.s or
de·red that the said Bill be engro·ssed, 
b·eing en.titled a.s above, .and that it 
be sent to he Legislative Council with 
a messa,ge requesting th.e concu.rr·e,nce 
of that b1ody in its pro.visions. 
It was moved and seconded tp,a~ wh.e1n 

; the I-Io use rises: it a.djou.rn until Tues
day morning n.ext, 20th. inst., at a · 
quarter to eleven o·f .the· clock. .. 

The House then adjourned accord.-
ingly. 

TlTES.DAY, June 20th. 1922. 
The House met at a q uater to eleven 

of the clo1ck in the f1orenoon., pursuant 
to adjournment. 

·Mr. Speaker informed the Hou.se 
th~t he had received a messa.ge from 
the J-'egisl.ativ:e Council acquainting 
the Ho·use of Assembly that they had 

- pa.ssed the Bills sent up entitled re
spectively:-:-

"-i\.n Act for grantin'g t10 His Majesty 
certain sums of money for defraying 
expenses of the Public S·e·rvice fo-r the 
Fin~.nc~· Years ending res.pectively 
th·e ·Thirtieth day of June 10 'ne_ Thous
and Nine Hundred and Twenty-two, 
:and th.e ·Thirtieth day of June One 
·rhousatnd Nine Hundred .and Twenty
thre·e, and f10 1r othe·r purposes relatin.g 
to the Public S.ervice .. " 

. "An Act to amend the St. John's 
1Vri11n.i'cipal Act, .1921." 

" ... \.n Act further to a.mend the Re
venue Act, 1905." 

"An Act to amend the Sales 'l'ax 
Act, 1921." 

"An Act respecting a T~x upon Cer
tain Incomes." 

'' ... .\n Act respecting the Tubercolosis 
Sanatarium and the· Sudbury Hosplt
al." without amendment. 

.At eleven . ·0 1f . the clock the: Gentle
man Us.he,r of .the Bl~k R.o·d appeare~ 
at the B.ar of the House with a mess~ 
age from His Excellency, the 'Gover
nor, commanding the attendance of the 
Hou.se in the ·Council 1Ch.amb·er. 

Acc10 1rdingly Mr. Spe·~ker and the 
House attended His Excellency, the 
Governor, in the 1Coun.cil ·Chamber. 

And Mr. Spea.ker .and th.e .. House be
ing at the Bar of the, 1Council Chatnb,ei 
I-Iis Exc·ellency, the Go·vernor, wa::; 
pleased to ~ssent · to the fo:llowing 
Bills:-

" An A:ct for granting to Hi-s Majesty 
certain sums of mo11ey for defraying 
certain exp·en,ses of the· Public Service 
fo·r the Financial Years ending respec
tively the Thirtieth Da.y of June One 
Thousand Nine Hundred and ·Twenty
twio, and .the ·Thirtieth Day of June 
One Thousand Nine Hun.dred and 

I 

[rwPnty-three, a.nd for 0th.er · purposes 
relating to the Public Service." · 

"An Act to a.mend th.e St. John's 
t/.f unicipal Act, 1921." 

"An 4ct further to amend the Re .. 
venue Act, 1905." 

"An Act to amend the S,ales TaJt 
Act, 1921." 

"An Act respecting a Tax upon 
CertaJin Inc:omes." 

An Act r·especting the· Tuberculosis 
Sanita.rium and the Sudb,ury Hospital" 

It was· moved . and secon·ded that 
when th.e Hous:e rises it adjourn until 
Tuesday the Thirty-first D~ of Octob
er next at three O·f th.e clo·ck in the 
afterno1on. 

The IIouse then adjourned a·c:cord-
ingly. 

... 

I 
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PROCEEDINGS 
of the 

Legislative Council of ·Newfoundland · 

SESSION 1922 · 
TUESDAY, March 13th, 1922. 

This being the day appointed by 
Proclamation for the meeting of the 
Legislature. 

At five minutes to three o'clock p.m . . 
the Council rnet. 

At three o'clock p.m. His Excellency 
the Governor, Sir C. Alexander Harris~ 
K.C.M.G., etc., having arrived at the 
Council Chamber and being seated on 
the Throne, the Hon. the President 

• 

f 

commanded the Gentleman Usher of 
the Black Rod to proceed to the Com
mons House of Assembly and inform 
the Speaker and Members · thereof that 
it is His Excellency's will and pleasure 
that they attend at the Bar of this 
House; and they being come thereto> 
His Excellency was pleased to. open 
the present Session of the L-egislature, 
with the following · speech to both 
Houses: 

1\ilro Speal{er and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Ass2mbly: 

Mr. Presid€nt and Honourable Gentlemen o,f the 1-"egislative Council: 

I regret that, owing to severity of the weather interfering with the 
jiourneys of Members, ana other unforseen circumstances, it was not 
possible to call you together at as early a date as it was hoped . 

. It \Vas my privilege on· the 28th Fe.bruary last to send to the 
Princess Mary, a message conveying the good wis.hes of the Govern
ment and 'of the people of Newfoundland ·on the occasion of her mar
riage. A gracious reply, expressing her thanks, was received from 
Her Royal Highness. 

I desire to express my sincere regret at the rec.ent loss, by death, 
~n a foreign country> of a member of the House of ·Assembly, who 
held a high reputation. as a Captain 1of the fishing industry: We can ill 
afford the loss of sucp a man at the, present time. 

There are not wa11ting. signs that the process of World recon-
. . 

struction is proceeding surely, though more slowly than we could 
'vish. The decisions of the Disarmament Conference, which met at 
Washington , if carried into effect, will ease the burden of Naval 
expenditure, though we cannot but feel genuine regret at the dis-

• 

mantling of H. M. S. ''Briron'' in the port of St. John's. The League 

• 
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of· Nations continues to function, and its work in bringing the 
Nations closer tog·ether should greatly assist in creating. harmony and 
gdod w111. While we in Newfoundland, in common with the people in 
adjoining Countries, ar·e earnestly expecting the approach of _a 

brighter clay, condition's are yet so serious as to e·ngage the most 
earnest thought of legislators, business men and the people in general. 
A wise restraint and sympathetic patience· will be . necessa·ry in order 
that steady progress may be made towards a better state. The general 
improvement in exchange is an important feature in. world trade, and 
should have an ·encoufaging influence· on the marketing of our staple 
prloduct. 

' ' 

The question of unemployment has engageJ the close attention of 
my Ministers. Ottr experience has been similar to that of other lands, 
though pe·rhaps not to so great a degree. At the time .of the closing 
cf the last session, delicate negotiations were being conducted in 
regard to special works to meet unemployment, and discussion of the 
matter at 1that momen.t might have prejudiced the situation. In St. 
John's a Committee of public spirited citizens. was formed in an 
endeavour to cope \Vith local conditions, but it has required the Co
operation of my Minister.s to ensure any s.uccess in allaying distress, 
and very real difficulties, both personal and economic, have· preseated 
themselves. The pre.sent pos.ition 1of the matter, as well as the whole 
nrogramme~ past and future, will now be laid before the Legislature. 

During August and September of last year, enumerators . were 
engaged in making the decennial Censu.s · of the people. All the 1returns· 
have not yet been rece;ved, but it is hoped that an inte:rim report 'of the 
result will be tabled in the Legislature before the close of the session. 

My Mi11isters. propose, as soon as possible, to proceed with the 
erection of the Normal School\ for Teachers., for whic.11 an appropriation 
was made by the Le·gislature. It is intended . that this School, while 
serving its practical p11rpose, shall also stand as a Memorial of the 
service and sacrifice of the brave men from this Colony who stood 
between us and the eriemy and gave their live1s in the dark days of' the 
Great War. You will ats·o be aw·are that the efforts of a Committee of 
Citizens to provide another fitting Memorial are me!eting with success. 

Mr. Speak12r and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of A.ssembly: 

The Statements of expenditure and of revenue for the ta.st fiscal 
year will be 1laid bef or 1~ you in due course. From these it will be seen 
that the expenditure is within the amount es.timate·d. The revenue 

\ 

slightly e~<~eeded the estimate, and it was possible in closing the 
account, to leave a balance, to the· cr·edit -Of the Surplus Trus.t Account, 
larg.er than the amot1nt set forth in the Budget Speech of last year. 

\ 
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The estimates for the several D1epartments of the Public ,Service 
have been prepare,d, and will be laid before yo~. They have been 
given mitch thought by my Ministe·rs, as, under the extra·ordinary cir
cumstances which at present pert'ain, great care is necessary in order 
that> while due economy is exercised, the Public Service shall nrJt 
suffer. · The~ whole qt1estion of finance I commend to your most 
favourable consideration. 

For the purpose of financing, certain public operation.s, including 
. . 

particularly marine works, road construction and improvements, the 
cutting. :of pulpwood and pitprops and certain railway improvements 
and special expenditure<:;, it will be necessary for a loan to be procured. 
on the :redit of the Colony. A Bill to th1is effect will consequently be 
subn1itted to you 1uring the early stage ~of the present se.ssion. 

Mr. Preside·nt and Ho·nourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Councill: 

1 Mr. Spe1aker a.nd G~ntle:men of the Honourable House of Assembly: 

'The Contract bet~~een the Government and the Reid Newfound-
, land 1Company for the operation of the railway, has been receiving 

close consideration at the hands of my . Ministers. In the Speech 
which I addres.sed to you nearly three . ye·ars ago, I referred to the 
pressing importance of this question. · As the Legislature is aware, it 
was necessary\ in j uly~ 1920, to appoint a Railway Commission, repre
sentativt of the Government and of the Reid Newf.oundland Com-. ' , 

pany. This Commission provided certain new engines and rolling 
stock, a11d put the rai1way bed in g9od order. The major p1ortion of 
the loss on operation \vas borne by the Government. At the session 

• 

of the Legislature last year an Act was passed providing for the 
temporary operation of the railway, under which certain losses were 
to be borne by the Go,rernment, and the charge on ,public finance was 
again serious. For son1e time neg:otiations have been in progress 
with the object of establishing a definite and permanent basis for the 
operatirn of the railway. At this moment the negotiations are still 
proceeding, but it is hoped that, be·fore the end of the session, it may 
be possible to submit 1 proposals that will be satisfactory. 

• 

Last year my l'vlinisters decided upon certain readjustments in 
the matte.r of War Pe11sions, and a supplementary amount was included 
in the Estimates of last session for that purpose. A Bill which will 
be a c·o1nplete revision of the War Pensions Act, 1919, 

1 
will conse-

quently be submitted for your consideration. . 
In September last, the que.stion of our Telegrapl1 and Cable busi

ness was discussed ia New York by my Prime lV\inister with the Ex
ecutive heads of the Western U·nion Telegraph Company, and~ in 

' . 
January last, with t11e Executive: heads of the Western Union Tele-

1 
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graph C'ompany, and tl1e Commercial Cable Com,pany. It is probable 
that, as a result of those interviews, a Bill, relating to this important 
matter, will be subn1itted to you for consideration during the 
session. 

I trust that, in yot1r deliberations, you may have wisdom 
wide. vision, and that, under the guidance of Divine Providence, 
results will tend to t11e stability and progress of the land . 

and 
the 

After the Governor had retired, the 
Legislative Council took a short recess 
resuming at 3.45. 

After the Clerk had, ''for greater 
accuracy'' read the Address of His 
Excellency, 

I 

HON. M. G. WINTER, Government 
Leader in the Council, in the absence 
of Hon. Geo. Shea, rose, and moved a 
Resolution of Condolence to the rela
tives of the late Capt. John Lewis. 
His remarks follow: 

Since 
1

the House of Assembly was 
last in session there has passed a way 
from the Lower Branch of the Legis
lature a gentleman who for man-y
years was prominently identified with 
the fis.hing interests of the · country. I 

. refer to Captain John Lewis, one of 
the representatives for the electoral 
District of Harbor Main. It may be 

I 

an innovation in this Chamber for me 
to undertake as my first responsibility 
as leader . for the time being of the 
Government in this House, owing to 

I 

the absence from the Colony of the 
Hon. Mr. Shea, the moving of a reso
lution of condolence on the death of a 
member of the House of Assembly so 
that it may be formally recorded here. 
l feel, however, that the innovation is 
one which is worthy of this Chamber, 
and of the record of the deceased gen
tleman. The House of Assembly has 
always remembered the honourable 
members of this Chamber when they 
have passed from their duties and re
sponsibilities here to the larger envir
onment through that portal which we 
call death, and I consequently feel that 
on this occasion the courtesy of the 
House of Assembl}' to deceased mem-

' ' 
bers of this Chamber might be recog-
nized by me in this manner, as also it 
is my personal desire to avail of -this 
opportunity of placing on record an 
expression of appreciation for the suc
cessful lifework of a man who started 
at the bottom of the ladder, as have so 
many other successf11l men in our 
Island. 

Captain John Lewis died at Naples 
on the 24th of J a.nuary last. He had 
been in Italy since August of a year 
ago, acting · as agent for Messrs. A. E. 
Hickman, of this city. He contracted 
typhoid fever, was admitted to a hos
pital in Genoa, where English doctors 

· and nurses were in attendance. He 
received every consideration at the 
hands of those to whose care he was 
committed during his illness, .but final
ly succumbed. His father, Philip 
Lewis, was a well known and respected 
citizen of Holyrood. As a young man 
Captain Lewis took up bank fishery as 

' ' 

a doryman. He worked his way along 
until he became commander of a 
banker. His record as a banking cap
tain was of the highest. He was rated 
as one of the most successful skippers 
following that hazardous occupation, 
until finally he became commodore of 
the Newfoundland Grand Bank Fleet. 
Early in the 9o's he took an active part 
in the political affairs of his District 
and in 1900 contested the District as 
an Independent C~ndidate. 1904 he 
was a candidate as a colleague of the 
present Judge Morris, and was elect
ed. In 1908 he was defeated. In 1909 
he again contested the Harbour Main. . . 

seat and was again successful. In 
1913 he was defeated, and .in 1919 
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general election was an active support
er of the present ·opposition, and in 
1920 was ·successful in the bye-elec
tion held in that District. 

Captain John Lewis was a man who 
won his own success because of his 
own industry and ability as a fighter, 
and to those who mourn his departure 
I extend sincere sympathy. I conse
quently beg, Mr. President, to make 
the following motion: 

RESOLVED that this house desires 
to place o_n record its sense of deep 
sorrow and regret on the death of 
Captain John Lewis, M.H.A., late 
member for the District of Harbour 
Main, who at all times rendered valu
able services for his country's welfare 
both as a m.ember of the Legislature 
and as a private citizen; 

RESOLVED further that a copy of 
these resolutions be sent to the rela
tives of the deceased member ex
pressing the sympathy of the C9uncil 
with them in their bereavement. 
, HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:

Mr. President, it is a melancholy duty 
which falls to one or other of the 
members of both branches of the Leg
.islature 1at almost every , session to 
record in this fashion the sense of the 
Chamber at the passin.g of some mem
ber; and the present year is no ·ex
ception. The recognition · in this man• 

· ner of the death of a member of the 
other Chamber is a new departure, 
but I quite agree with the honoura~le 

1gentleman opposite that it is a desir
a.ble one, . and I

1 
trust that, this' pre

cedent having been created, the prac
tice ·will not soon be departed from. 

While the death of any individual 
is a matter of deep sorrow to his rela
tives and friends, and, in the case of 
a member of the Legislature, in an oc
casion for regret as , well to the body 
with which he is associated, the cir
cumstan~es surrounding the · death of 
Captain Lewis are such as to make 
that regret doubly poignant, because 
in his case he died in a strange land, 

far from home and kindred, and while 
I have no doubt he received the best 
att~ntion possible in the Hospital in 
which he was placed, yet it w·as sad 
for .him and his relatives that he could 
not have the administration of his 
family and the handclasps of children 
and relatives in his last hours. 

Reference has been made to Captain 
Lewis as a self-made man, to his 
record as a fisherman, his worth as a 
citizen, and his usefulness as a Leg
islator. I know we all warmly concur 
in th~ eloquent words of the honour
able gentlemen opposite. Captain 
Lewis was not only a successful man, 
but he was a pioneer. He was an en
terprising man who introduced new 
ideas in the fishing industry. If I 

• 
mistake not, he was one of the first 
to use gasolene in connection with his 
work on the Banks, and also a man 
who developed to an exte,l!t, if I mis
take not, 'that no · others developed it, 
the possibilities of fishing . along the 
Labrador Coast. For these reasons I 
think Captain Lewis is worthy of 
more than ordinary . comment. He 
blazed new trails for our fishermen, 
and while we can ill afford the loss of 
any successful man, or of any man, 
speaking broadly, we can much less 
afford the loss of one who was a 
pioneer, who opened new tracks, who 
set new heights to be attained by 
those in the same business. Of his 
work as a legislator we are all 
familiar. It is, I think, to be regretted 
in the interests of · the constituency 
which he represented, and of the 
coul).try in general, that Captain Lewis 
did not have the good fortune to be 
longer a member of the House of As
sembly than he was, because I · · feel 
confident that his wide knowledge, 
especially of the fishery interests of 
the Island, would have been of great 
use in the discussion of measures cal
culated to promote the wellbeing of 
the country. 

Without further . preface, Mr. Presi-
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dent, I desire to associate myself with 
the motion so ably moved by the hon
ourable gentleman opposite, . and to 
say with him, and, I think, with the 
whole House, how deeply we re:gret 
the loss of Cap,tain Lewis, and especi
ally that the call to the other wor Id 
should have come to him in a strange 
land, far from his horrie and kindred. 

HON. MR. GIBBS:-The Speech 
with which His Excellency the Gov
ernor has opened this Session of the 
Legislature contains fl1any things of 

I 

great and pressing importance to all 
foreshadows legislation which will re
quire of us deep thought and earnest 
consideration. 

Conditions prevailing in the world 
to-day . are not alone menacing but 
constitute an ·actual challenge to sys
tems of government devised and 
worked by men throughout the world · 
for centuries past. He whose hands 
held the least is striving for better op~ 
portunities of life and a .greater share 
from the work of his hands. How 
this will be adjusted and the basis 
upon which an understanding will be 
arrived at demand sympathetic and 
clear thought and action, otherwise 
chaos may ensue. It will be some 
time before the nations .of the · world · 
will again turn the sword into a 
plough-share, if indeed they ever will. 

The Versailles Treaty, in which was 
embodied the League of Nations and 
which was held to be a panacea for 
the ills of the world I contend has 
proven to be a failure. The decisions 
arrived at in many cases were based 
on violence not Right, and the prin-. 
ciples for which the youth of the al-
lied world were called to arms thrown 
in the scrap heap. 

_. 

Europe to-day has more men under 
arms than prior to the war, due to the 
rivalries and jealousies and the com-

. promises of the men w_ho formulated 
and made the treaty of peace. The 
effect of this burden of FJ.rmaments is 
that Europe's capacity for production 

has become greatly diminished; and 
the masses of the people refuse to go 
back to the conditions they left at the 
outbreak of the war. It is this par
ticular aspect of affairs that is the 
most threatening and ominous, be
cause with the masses of people sul
len and discontented the world will 
not get back to · normal· and production 
wi.11 be on the decline. The hatreds 
engendered by the war will remain so 
long as the scales of justice are not 
evenly balanced. Present c'onditions 
call for a spirit of justice and mod
eration by all, such as has not been 
in the past. Now that the war is over 
a different policy must be adopted if 
civilization is to be saved. That such 
a policy is not being pursued must be 
apparent to those who try to keep 
·themselves informed on the policies 
and aims of the different nations of the 
worl~. . There is to-day a complete 
lack of confidence among the leading 
nations. ·Lip ser~vice is paid to mili
tary disarmament ·and the present 
state of affairs shows a war in the 
future almost equally destructive as 

. the past-.a gigantic trade war. Each 
~ountry is erecting commercial de·· 
fences. Measures are being adopted 
by each country to control and · monop
olise for their own selfish purposes 
the raw materials of the. world. The 
countries that have the basic raw ma
terials are erecting barriers to prevent 
others · from encroaching upon their 
markets. Even in . the smallest states, 
such as the Balkans; the export duties 
levied against the other l1as almost 
brou,ght trade to a standstill. Every
where countries are endeavouring to 
gain control of the supply of essential 
raw materials for the offensive and -
defensive economic war which is 
about to be waged. If the world is 
going to recover from. its impoverish
ment a different policy will have to be 
pursued. Trade must be permitted to 

flow into its natural channels and the 

producer receive his just share. · Un-
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til this spirit of justice and . modera- . 
tion to which I have referred is prac
tised we cannot look forward with any 
great degree of hope to recovery from 
the industrial and economic ills at 
present afflicting the world. We are 
vitally interested in . the return of 
Europe to normal, because the su1ccess 
or failure of our basic industry large
ly depends upon it. 

I feel assured that we are all pleased 
to see in the Speech that a school for 
the training of teachers is about to be 
erected. .. Education is a very import
ant mat"ter. The imparting of know
ledge successfully is really a science, 
one that requires expert training. That 
we have suffered in the past because 
of the lack of expert training on the 
part of teachers in many parts of the 
Island . is thru no fa ult of theirs, but 
rather, because of our inability or in
difference to realize the necessity of 
it. 

The Memorial SchoQl, while filling 
a long-felt want in our educational 
system will also serve to commemorate 
the sacrifices and services of the men 
~ho responded to the call of duty dur
ing the great world war. 

It is indeed very pleasing to learn 
from the Speech that our revenue is 
in excess of our exp en di fures. This 
is . a condition of affairs that few, if 
any, countries in the world can show, 
and no matter what shade of political 
thought inay animate us, this state
ment in the Speech will be hailed with 
pleasure. 

For some time past we have all re
cognized the fact that the successful 
and proper operation of the railway 
would have to be dealt with. How 
this is to be done without involving 
the Colony in additional expense is a 
matter that requires careful considera
tion; Already the Colony has Qad to 
come to the rescue of the contractors 
in their work of operating the road. 
This cannot be carried on indefinitely, 
and it is necessary that some definite 

program or policy in conne9tion with 
the railway be decided upon. I know 
that the difficulties are great and that 

' 

no matter who may compose the Gov-
ernment when dealing with this all
impqrtant matter, their proposals or 
legislation will receive, at the hands 
of the honourable gentlemen in this 
House, fair and impartial · considera
tion. 

I endorse the sentiment of regret of 
His Excellency on the ·death of Cap-

v 

tain Lewis, who represented the Dis-
trict of Harbour Main in the Lower 
branch of the Legislature for many 
years. Captain Lewis was an able and 
successful Newfoundlander, possessed 
of more than average ability. The 
country can ill afford to lose a tnan of 
his worth and integrity. . His passing · 
away in a distant country must have 
been a sad blow to his wife and 
family, and I desire to associate my
self with the honourable proposer and . 
seconder of the resolutions of con
dolence in the deep regret expressed 
by them on the passing of Captain 
Lewis. 

The period we are passing through 
demands co-operation and support 
from all shades of p6Iitical thought in 
the carrying on of the public affairs of 
the country. All should strive towards 
the common end-the welfare of the 
country. A great responsibility rests 
in the hands of public men, no matter 
on which side of the House they may 

, 

occupy seats. 

All alike are responsible for the 
maintenance of law and order and the 
proper enforcement of them. In times 
like these when troubles and difficul
ties beset the path of trade and com
merce and unemployment _is rife, it 
behoves us to see that duties as well 

. I 

as rights are observed and a proper 
respect for law and order is incul
cated.; 

I beg leave to move that a Select 
Committee be appointed to draft an 
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Address in Reply to the Speech of 
His Excellency the Governor. 

HON. MR. MURPHY ~-Mr. Presi
dent, I beg to second the motion just 
made by the Hon. Mr. Gibbs that a 
Select Committee be appointed to 
draft a reply to the Speech of His Ex
cellency the Governor. . · 

First, I would like to express my re
gret at the death of Captain Lewis. 
He was a man whom I knew very 
well. For two elections I ran against 
him in the District of Harbor Main, 
but that never interfered with our 
friendship. Captain Lewis was a man 
who was a pioneer in the fish indus
try. He fallowed the fish from the 
time it was taken out of the water un
til it reache,d the consumer. He was 
interested in the markets, and visited 
foreign countries to see just what con
ditions were there. Considering his 
whole career and his whole experience, 
we can ill . afford the loss of such a 
man as he. 

With regard to the Speech of His 
Excellency the Governor, as usual · 
there are some very excellent proposi
tions in it, which I approve, I suppose 
the trouble is that we are feeling the 

J 

world-wide trouble. It is regrettable 
that the Admiralty has removed its 
station here, because it put a few dol
lars into the hands of some of the 
youn.g fishermen, besides the excel
lent training they got during a fe\\.r 
months of the year when they were 
not busy at their -fishery pursuits. I 
am very glad to see that the Govern
ment intends to erect a school for the 
training \ of teachers. In my large ex
perience in outport life I know the 
class of teachers that are often sent 
out. They are the best that we could 
get, and until we have a s·chool to 
train our teachers, we cannot expect 
to have any better ones. There is no 
doubt that at present we have many 
uses for the money, but to put it into 
the erection of a Normal School is at1 
investment which will pay big divi-

dends. There is one paragraph of the 
Speech that surprises me. I thought 
that we were doing such a small 
amount of business, because every
body was doing the less he could, that 
the revenue would by no means cover 
the expenditure, but I am happy to 
find that we will have a small surplus. 
Of course, there has been some com
plaint about the extra taxation, but, 
like every other country, we must 
shoulder our burden. There is the ex
penditure for the railroad, and the ex
penditure for relief. The railroad is 
necessary, there is no doubt about 
that, and I suppose we must have 
money for relief works, because all 
business men are doing the least they 
can, and there is no work for our 
men, and money must be found some
how. Last year all the members 

. ' 
Government and Opposition alike, 
were trying to get all they could for 
their constituencies. But this is 
wrong in principle, and the Govern
ment should not do it. 

I 

There is no doubt about, how~ver 
you look at it, money is going out and 
• no value is being· received for it. It 
is practically being thrown away. 
When people on the whole know that 
Government money is being disposed 
of-men, who have not done a stroke 
of work for years, except whitewash 
fences, etc., want their share of it. 
And the industrious, the hard working 

. man, who, does not need relief, if he 
has push in him, and if money is going 
around, he is going to have his share 
of it too. 

This waste is taking place and we 
are free and easy-goin,g and do not try 

• 

very much to stop it. It is easier to 
blame the Government. No doubt we 
have made mistakes. We have been 
extravagant. We are now passing 
through troublous times and times of 
great necessity-greater than ever be
fore. It the ref ore behooves u.s all, 
members of this Chamber and also , 

those of the House of Assembly to tr)' 

• 

• 

, 
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and see if we can put an end to this 
waste. There will be some cases, 
however,-deserving ones-where help 
will have to be given. If everybody, 
members of · the Opposition and mem
bers of the Government co-operate in 
trying to stop this waste, we shall at 
least not have ourselves to blame. 

Everybody must be in earnest about 
this. · There is no good in fa ult-find
ing. That does not help conditions; it 
only · makes them worse. Let us try 
what we can do to right the old ship, 
which is practically on her beam ends, 
by making an effort to stop this ex
travagance. Help deserving cases by 
all means, but ·do not allow money to 
be given to people who do not need it. 
If we all start to work-all hands at 
the pumps-we shall help the old ship 
and soon right her again. We should 

· all do our best to help the present 
Government, not that it has done more 
than any other Government, but no 
Government can stand this waste. It ' 
is no use grttmbling with the Govern
ment. It will not help the country any 
and is doing no good. 

We have heavy railway expenses, 
there is no doubt about it. I could 
talk a long time about that. I am 
mainly responsible for having too 
much railway. It cost me a lot of 
money to def eat Sir Robert Bond. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-How 
. much did the election cost you? 

HON. MR. MURPHY:-It cost me 
more than I should like to mention. 
As Mr.. Morine says, ''We know ho\\1 

to do things up there.'' 
We were not satisfied. Sir Robert 

Bond was too conservative in the 
spending of money. We have now a 
country with a small population of 
250,000 with more railways, for its 
size, than any country in the· world. 

We have also too many steamers. 
These have driven out of existence the 
coastal schooners. We had a lot of 
coastal schooners, which employed · a 
number of people and gave cheaper 

rates. The building of these schoon
ers also .gave employment · to many. 
The railways side-tracked them. There 
is altogether too much railway and 
what we are going to do about it is 
another thing. I hope some ways or 
means will be found to help us out of 
the hole ~n which we · now are ahd save 
us from ruin. 

This is all I have to say. Let us 
start with new resolutions-to stop ex
penses and practise economy. This 
will be better than finding fa ult. Let 
us all try to put the old ship right 
again and try and save money. With 
the surplus some good can be done 
next year. 

I have much pleasure in seconding 
the motion that a Select Committee be 
appointed. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Mr. 
President, as our hon. f rien·d opposite 
is acting as deputy for H·on. Mr. Shea, 
I . am acting as deputy for Hon. · Mr. 
Ellis, who is u'nable· to be present at 
the opening session but who expects 
to be here in a few weeks. In that ca
pacity I wish to extend my warmest 
congratulations to Hon. Mr. 'Winter 
upon the new dignity descended upon 
him, and to express the hope that still 
further recognition · of his services will 
be his in the not distant future. 

I wish to extend my congratulations 
to the proposer and seconder on the 
exc~llent speeches given. The ho.n. 
gentleman who moved the Address 
and Reply has presented quite a few 
in this House and in this one he has 
succeeded in maintaining his usual 
fine standard. · Both have been mem
bers of the Lower House and are 
familiar with prices and the . expendi
ture of public monies in the districts 
which they represented. They know 
whereof they affirm when they say that 
the tendency now, no doubt to a great
er extent than ever before, is to go 
after .Government money when it is to 
be had. Not only the needy but the 

' 
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industrious man considers th~t he 
also has a right to it. 

Every effort should be made by the 
Legislature to see that the utmost 
economy is practised and the outlet 
minimized as much as possible. Only 
deserving cases should be considered. 

I intend to make some observations 
' 

of a more general character when the . . 
Address in Reply comes before the 
House, and I shall deal with subjects 
discussed in the Speech from the 
Throne then. 

I should like now to make a few re-, 

marks in reference to a ceremony 
which was planned for this afternoon 
but which did not take place-I mean 
the Flag Presentation, which was 
scheduled for to-day. I express my re
gret that it was not proceeded with. 
I concur with the view taken by the 
senior officers of the Newfoundland 
Regiment that they should have been 
consulted but I do not agree with the 
principle laid down that Government 
House is the place for the flag. I take 
strong exception to it. The N fld. 
Regiment was cared for by the Gov
ernment. Everything in connection 
with the Regiment-the whole admin
istration of it was a matter of respon
sibility of the Le1gislature acting 
through the Government of the day. 
And that when the war is over and the 
fighting done with, how any gentle
man of the Regiment should take the 
position, that apparently has been 
taken that the Legislative Building is 
not the place for the Flag to be hung, 

• 

I cannot see. It is the proper place 
for the Flag to be hung and the other 
is a principle every member of the 
Legislative Council should resent 
thoroughly and. completely. Govern
ment House,- after all is said and done, 
is a private building-the private resi
dence of the Governor.. This is, as we 
are . pleased to call it the ''People's 
House.'' I know of no better place in 
which to deposit the Flag of the Nfld. 
Regiment than in the · · Legislative 

Building of the country which that 
flag represents, and in this I have suf
ficient precedence to go on. There are 
flags of British Armies deposited in 
the Imperial Parliament Chamber i~ 
London. There are flags of the 
American Regiment in the Congres
sional Building at Washington. There 
are flags of the Canadian Regiment in 
Parliament Buildings at Ottawa. 

·Through the courtesy of Mr. Payne, 
a well-known architect of Ottawa, who 
was here after the fire, and who mar
ried a St. John's lady-I had an op: 
portunity of seeing the plans which 
were being proposed in ref e·rence to a 
Memorial Chamber in the Parliament 
Buildings, ,for all those who took part 
in the war, plans are being formed to 
have the memorial in the main tower 
chamber of the Canadian Parliament 
Buildings. Stained marble from 

' 
France and Beligum is to be used in 
the .construction. There are also to be 
seven or eight special pieces taken 
from the battle areas of France and 
Flanders. I think if the suggestion 
had been made to place the memorial 
in the house of the Governor General, 
I feel sure it would have called forth 
a chorus of criticism and condemna
tion. For the authorities to have ac
cepted, apparently without any dis- · 
cuss ion, the opinion of a few gentle
men, although I do not object to their 
taking .the view they did, was I think, 
a very grave mistake, and I trust that 
there will be further consideration of 
this matter, and that the Government 
may be able to see their way clear to 
carry out the plan as originally ar
ran·ged, at the close of the Legislative 
proceedings. I should like to suggest 
to hon. gentleman leader of the Gov
ernment and to the members of the 
Executive Council the desirability of 
finding at the same time a place of 
honour whereby we may commemorate 
the Naval Reserve. Needless to say 
I am not · disparaging · any other-I 
hope my words will not be misunder- · 

/ 
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stood-for no men could do more than 
the men of the Newfoundland Regi
ment, they were ''Better than the 
Best.'' But now with the H.M.S. 
Briton disbanded, there is not, and 
will not be, any permanent memorial 
in this country to the men who ren- . 
dered such excellent service to the 
Navy. Those men who have had any
thing to do with the War can testif~r 

to their worth. I would suggest if 
there is to be a flag-the red flag for 
the Newfoundland Regiment, there 
ought to be a blue flag for the Naval 
Reserve, one to be hung on the right, 
the other on the left of the place 
chosen, as a tribute to their services 
during the War. 

I pass on to express regret that as 
a result of the Disarmament Congress 
the determination of Briton has been 
to disband the reserve movement. I 
have been told that in the case of the 
''Briton'' this need not have occurred. 
If more active interest had been taken 
and opposition been exerted by our 
local authorities-I give this for what 
it is worth-this need not have taken 
place. Everybody will agree that if 
the ship could have been maintained, 
it would have been very desirable not 
only on account of the money put in 
circulation, but in the first place it 
kept this country in touch with the 
Mother Land and made our fishermen 
an element to be counted on. In the 
second place, I think it would have 1 

been a good thing on account of its 
disciplinary value, in training the 
younger fishermen,-the good effects 
of which influenced the whole of their 
lives. I was in Washington a short 
while ago and saw something of the 
Disarmament Conference, and of the 
progress made along the road of peace. 
But who is to say that the things of 
war are passed or that it may not be 
necessary, before many years elapse, 

• 
to take precautions to prevent the hap-
penings of 1914 from occurring again? 
If our contribution of Naval Reserves 

was small it was effective. Those of 
us who had an opportunity of hearing 
Commander Fenn lecture on the work 
of the Reserves must have realized 
the kind of service they gave. In cer
tain lines they seemed most proficient 
and were often chosen for service 
along those lines. The day may come 
when the loss of them will be felt and 
therefore it seems to me a great pity 
that the movement should have to be 
abandoned. 

From that I should like to pass on 
to say that we are all rejoiced at the 
Princess's marriage a few days ago 
and that the King's daughter chose as 
her husband a member of the British 
race instead of one of the Kings or 
K'nights of Europe, many of which al
liances have not proven as satisfactory 
as could have been desired. This is a 
work of evidence of the new dispensa
tion in which we live and I hope that 
when in the near or distant future the 
Prince, who is one day to be our sov
ereign, desires to take unto himself a 
wife, he will follow his sister's ex
example and choose for himself 
amongst English womanhood. 

When hearing the reference a few 
minutes ago to the Normal School, I 
was struck by the fact that I was read
ing shortly before I came here this 
afternoon a newspaper announcement 
to the effect that Princess Mary was 
using a gift of forty thousand dollars 
which had been contributed by the 
Mary's of the Empire to found a school 
for girl teach'ers in En'.gland on an 
estate which had been given her, also 
as a wedding gift, by a Mrs. Arch
bold, a very wealthy Englishwoman, 
and that is evidence of the new dis
pensation, an evidence of the interest 
which the sovereign and the sov
ereign's daughter take in the well-be
ing of the people over whom they are 
set up to rule. Many years ago, when 
I was but a lad, I heard a distinguish
ed member of the Lower House em
phasise very strongly the fact that at 

I 
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the time when the Royal Family of 
that day were founding a college at 
Windsor, Nova Scotia, it was a penal 
offence to plant a potato in Newfound
land. We have gone very far ' from 
that, and while our educational struc
ture is not as complete nor as compre
hensive as we could desire, yet it is 
good to know that a further step has 
been taken by the decision to establish 
a Normal School. Provision was made 
for it some time ago. As was said b)7 

·one of the gentlemen who spoke in 
moving the Address in Reply, we can
not expect people to · teach unless they 
have been taught how to teach. The 
training school for teachers is an in
stitution everywhere else. It is very 
desirable to have one here. Whether 
it will attain any added influ·ence or 
value by the -fact that the building is 
to be regarded as a War Memorial is, 
I think, questionable. Personally, I 
regret that the Government's War 
Memorial is takin.g that shape, as I be
lieve that a War Memorial to perpetu
ate the me·mory of those who fought 
for us ought to be something that will 
tell its own story to the casual passer
by. I have never altered my view in 
that regard. When the original pro
position was put at a meeting of the 
Patriotic Association to erect a build
ing somewhat on the style of a Uni
versity, as was then proposed, I was 
the one, and I say it with pride, to en
ter what our legal friends I would call 
a Caveat-an objection to anything of 
that character being proceeded ·with, 
unless there was associated with it 
something in the way of a statue, cross 
or obelisk that would tell its own 
story. I know there are people who 
say that the War Memorial ought to 
be a utility, but the answer is that the 
great War Memorials of the world are 
of the character I suggest. However, 
if the Government has decided that 
their War Memorial is to take that 

form, I presume they will proceed 

with it, and it will in a measure per-

petuate the memory of our. soldiers 
and sailors, but I personally would 
have preferred it otherwise. With re
gard to the Citizens' Memorial that is 
now being made the subject of a cam
paign for funds, I do not know what 
shape that "'ill take, but I trust that it 
will take the form of a memorial pure 
and simple. 

We have met, as the honourable 
gentlemen have said, in troublous 
times, and I am sorely afraid that the 
worst is not yet over. I agree that the 
times are those that call for united ac- . 
tion, and an · endeavour to put the 
country back on an even keel again, as 
one honourable friend has said. I do 
not think that because· the days are 
dark and the sky clouded, we are con
demned to such conditions for all 
time. Though I am not by any means 
th.e oldest here I am old enough to re
member one or two occasions already 
when the outlook was as black as it is 
now, if not blacker. After the bank 
crash, it seemed as if we would never 
see a favou1able day again, and then 
within ' a few years the country's rev
enues were booming and the flood 
tides of prosperity running again. 
Then again there came the period, 
when, as my honourable friend s11g
gested, we got tired of the distinguish
ed ,gentleman who was, re1garded as 
too slow, and we went into the policy 
of railroading, but I do not altogether 
agree with him that the building of 
the railwa.y was responsible . for the 
conditions that we have come to. Pos
sibly we may now have to.o many 
steamers, but we can easily remem
ber the time when we had a debate in 
this very House but two or three years 
ago in regard to the inadeguate f acili
ties that were provided by the Bow
ring steamship company for the large 
quantities of freight that were flood
in.g the wharves seeking distribution 
amongst the northern settlements. 
Then nobody imagined that we would 
have bad times. Well, bad times have 

, 

, 

• 
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.. 

come upon us, but there is no need to 
take too despai rin,g an outlool( of the 
future because of that fact. I hope 
the day is not far distant· when we will 
again be criticising the Government, 
or Bowrings, or some other company, 
because the freight facilities are not 
sufficient for the requirements of the 

' 
trade and for the distribution of the 
freight that has to be carried. Whether 

.- that day will come with regard to the 
• 

railway is another matter. The pub-
lic messages this morning tell of an 
undertaking by the Canadian Govern
ment to give a fair trial of Govern
ment owership to the Canadian rail
·way system, which is now in part own
ed by the Government, and in part is 
in a state · like Mahomet's coffin, be
tween the Grand Trunk and the Gov
ernment, but which the Government 
will have before very long. No doubt 
they are better able to face railway 
complications of that character than 
we are. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-Their 
public debt don't show that. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-My 
honourable friend is quite right. Can
ada's public debt is ten times what it 
was in 1913. Our publi.c debt is three 
times what it was, but altogether Can
ada has such resources of great 
variety, and can attract hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants. Our trouble 
is that we cannot reasonably expect . 
anything like that. Fifty years a,go~ 

in 1870, when the first census of Can
ada was taken, the population was 
113,000. Now it is nearly ten and a 
half millions. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-Arid a lot 
of them are starving. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-But I 
think that is true of a great many 
countries in the world. There are peo
ple here who may be said to be starv
ing. However, we do not want to get 
into a discussion like that, and that I 
may not trespass too much upon the 
time of the House, Mr. · President, I 

will close with a word of .congratu
lation on my own behalf as well as . on 
behalf of the gentleman for whom I 
am particularly speaking, to the gen
tleman who is acting as leader of the 
Government and to the mover and 
seconder of the motion before the 
House. 

Committee was accordingly appoint
ed . 

On motion the House adjourned un
til Monday next, . the 20th instant, at 
four o'clock. 

---
MONDAY, March 20th, 1922. 

• 

Pursuant to adjournment the House 
met at 4 p.m. 

HON. MR. GIBBS :-On behalf of 
the Select Committee to draft the Ad
dress in Reply to the Speech of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg leave 
to report . the draft of the Address in 
Reply and ask it to be received and 
read a first time. 

The Address was then read a first 
time. 

HON. MR. GIBBS :-1 beg leave to 
ask that Address be read at length a ... 
second time. 

The Address was then read a second 
time. 

HON. MR. lVlcNAMARA : - Mr. 
President, I wish to say a few words 
on the gracious speech of His Excel
lency the Governor, and note with 
loyal appreciation the happy event of 
the marriage of Princess Mary, only 

I 

daughter of His Gracious Majesty the 
King to Viscount Lascelles. It is very 
pleasing to observe that Newfound
land was represented by Lord Morris 
and Sir E. Bowring, and this Chamber 
was also represented at the wedding 
by Hon. Geo. Shea and Hon. S. Milley 
in the historic Westminister Abbey, 
and the thoughtfulness of His Excel
lency the Governor in telegraphing 
Newfoundland's congratu1lations on 
this happy occasion is highly appro
priate. In common with previous 
speakers I would like to express my 
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regret at the passing of the late Capt. 
John Lewis, who died in Italy in Jan
uary last. It is hardly necessary to 
say that Capt. Lewis was one of our 
most successful fishing masters and 
occupied .perhaps the foremost posi
tion in the leading industry of · this 
Dominion, and for this reason his 
death at present is a distinct loss to 
his constituency and to the country in 
general. His wide experience and 
fear less expression of opinion in the 
House of Assem.bly not only on fish
ery matters, but ot.'1er important legis
lation will be remembered as valuable 
contributions to . the laws of our Do-
mirtion. It is a great pity to learn that 
through the Disarmament Conference 
we are to lose H.M.S. ''Briton,'' and 
our Naval Reserve men. Considering 
that Newfoundland has been referred 
to from time immemorial as the 

' . 

''nusery of the British Navy,'' it would 
seem to be an oversight that our splen
did seamen are to be deprived of the 
privilege of serving in His Majesty's 
forces in future. When we turn to 
the rest of the speech we find most of 
it taken up with paragraphs treating 
of the League of Nations, Rates of 
Exchange and a general hopefulness 
for the better, all of which serves but 
one purpose, the paddin.g of a mean- r 

ingless effusion. How is it that there 
is no reference made to the intentions 
of the Government regarding the vital
ly important subject of the fisheries? 
lt is a well known fact that the fish
eries of this country represented 75 
per cent. of our resources, and it may 
be reasonably asked why is it that 
there is no reference to our staple in
dustry in His Excellency's speech. It 
is further well known and admitted 
that nearly all of our present troubles 
were brou'ght about by unwarranted 
Governmental interference in the dis
posal of our fishery products, and for 
this reason there should have been 

some definite reference made to the 

future intentions of the Government 

in this vitally important matter so as 
to establish confidence in our business 
community and start the wheels of 
commerce again revolving with some 

' 

at least of its old time prosperity. It 
is gratifying to learn that the Gov
ernment intend erecting a Normal 
School as a memorial to our fall en 
soldiers as soon- as possible, and while 
it is essential to impart education to 
our risin.g generation it is only by hav
ing well trained and well p,aid tuto!s 
from a Normal School that this happy 
result will be obtained. Turning to the 
paragraph ref erring to the Revenue it 
would be refreshing indeed to learn 
that the expenditure was within the 
amount estimated and that the revenue 

I 

·slightly exceeded the estimate and 
that it was impossible to leave a bal
ance at the credit of Surplus Trust 
account larger than the amount set 
forth in the Budget Speech . last year. 
I repeat that it would be refreshing 
to learn these facts-but look at the 
price the public have to pay for them. 
How can the revenue be otherwise 
when we consider the colossal duties 
exacted from all classes of the com
munity. At present .we are called up- · 
on to pay a 60 to 70 per cent. tariff or 
in other words every dollar we spend 
to Ii ve the Government collars 60 to 
70 cents of it for revenue purposes. 
Add to this the outrageous duty · of six 
cents per pound or over 200 per cent. 
demanded on our sugar and it will be 
quite understandable why the revenue 
is slightly in excess of the expendi
ture. I submit, therefore, Mr. Presi-- ' 

dent, that this is not a matter to boast 
or blow abottt but rather something 
to be ashamed of. As far as the esti
mate for p·ublic service is concerned 
I wish to say that while it was never 
before in our history more essential 
to practice economy in the public ex
penditure it is to be hoped that the 
Vital Revenue prqducing services will 

not be interfered with as they were 

last year. When I mention the Vital 
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Revenue producing .services I refer to 
st1ch services as the Inland Game and 
Fishery Board are giving to the coun
try. I . happen to be a member of this 
Board since its inception in 1909 and 
with your permission Mr. President 
would like to ref er briefly to the work 
of this body. To be;gin with outside 
of the capable .Secretary and his type
writer the experience, judgment and 
ideas of the 10 or / 12 sportsmen . con
stituting this ·Board are given free of 
charge. They take noe credit to them
selves for working for nothing as they 
look upon their efforts to preserve our 
Inland Game and Fisheries as a labor 
of love and patriotistn. They lose val
uable time in their desire to improve 
our nat11ral resources . and how are 
they · rewarded for all their trouble. I 
will tell you-last year the grant for 
$20,000.00 to prot~ct the Deer co'untry 
and warden our Salmon Po·o1s was 
wiped out with a ~troke of the pen and 
a paltry $3,000.0.0 was voted barely 
enough to pay the Game Board office 
expen~es. It is very easy to conjec
ture what happened through this step 
of false economy. The Deer Country 
could not be protected. The Rivers 
could not be wardened for want of 
funds with the result that the streams 
were poached and serious damage wa~ 
done to some of our finest Salmon 
Pools in the country. To give an idea 
of the importance of our Fresh Sal
mon industry I would like to state that 
the two Cold Storage plants operating 

·here handled upwards of 1,000,000 lbs. 
of this fish last Spring. This Salmon 
was sold by the Fishermen at an aver
a4ge price of Be. to 1 Oc. per lb. repre
senting the large sum of $80,000.00 
to $10·0,000 in cash distributed 
amon,gst our people at a time in the 
year-in the Spring when it was most 
urgently needed. In addition to this I 
estimate that at least there would be 
another $20,000.00 spent on Salmon 

by Householders, Hotels and Boarding 

Houses in the city. This big industry . 

representing at least $120,000.00 per , 

season is threatened with destruction 
by the unwise act of the Government 
in cutting down the grant given the 
Inland Game and Fishery Board_.:.the 
Board justly claiming that most of the 
valuable results realized in connec
tion with this Fishery are directly at
tributable to the very efficient way in 
which ottr Salmon Rivers ·were pro
tected since their appointment. It is 
to b·e hoped therefore that althougl1 
it is important to practice economy 
the Government will see its way clear 
to allocate the usual .grant to this ser
vice otherwise the Game Board will 
have to .cease functionin.g and all the 
good already accomplished will be 
fruitless and this great asset will af
ter a while become a thing of the past. 
I understand that a new loan o.f $·6 , ~ 

000,000.00 has been negotiated and as 
the interest on this loan:. will add 
something over $3.00,000.00 a year to 
the heavy burden already carried · the 

. . 
news will not be cheerful to the tax-
payers who will be called upon to 
meet this amount annually. It is dis
appointing to learn that charges on · 
our Railway problem are again serious 
and that a very large amount will 
11ave to be found to cover ·our railroad 
difficulties. If the negotiations that 
are going on now with the object of 
establishing a .definite and permanent 
basis of operation of our railway sys
tem are carried out in a business like 
manner I 11ave no doubt but a great 
sa vin.g can be made on this service 
and when the proposals covering this 
system are before · us we can without 
doubt discuss them more intelligently 
than we can to-day. When the bill 
coverin.g readjustments in the matter 
of War Pensions is laid on tbe table · · 
it is to be hoped that those deserving 
classes who fought and bled for us 
and in some instances returned home 
physically impaired for life will be 

given ample justice for the great ser

vices and sacrifices which .they so 
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heroically laid upon the altar of our 
common country. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-On 
behalf of the motion put I should like 
to make a few observations of a some
what controversial nature, in ,contra
distinction to the more or less social 
aspect discussed at last meeting. Tpe 
one general question that I should like 
to deal with is that of unemployment, 
the situation in which this country 
finds itself, the causes that brought it 
about and the measures to be taken to _ 
cope with it. 

• 
In the matter of unemployment we 

are in the same position as the rest 
of the world. Opinions differ as to 
whether the situation is more acute 
with tis than with those of other coun
tries. My personal view is there is 
not much difference. I do not think, 
we can claim to be better off. The 
situation is quite serious here and I 
hope it is not worse in other countries. 
Some of the causes are the unproduc
tive returns of the fishery of last year, 
the shutting down of the iron mines 
at Bell . Island, the partial suspension 
of work at Grand Falls during a por
tion of last year. 

It may be argued with a good deal 
of reason that for much of this con
dition nobody is responsible, least of 
all the Government. But for one of 

/ 

the substantially contributing causes 
to it, I do not th 1ink the Government 

' can successfully plead non-participa
tion. I ref er now to the fishery regu
lations, which I think have done more 
than any other agency· to bring about 
the deplorable circumstances in which 
the country finds itself at present. 
Like the 'rest of the world, we were 
due a set-back. Markets were fall- _ 
ing; prices were failing; and indus
trial paralysis was visible to all who 

·could see. But in this country the 
conditions which might have existed 
were rendered very much worse by 
the fishery regulations, which virtual=
ly destroyed Water Street, and re-

duced a large number of progressive 
enterprises and business concerns to 
a condition where, with the best in
tentions in the world, they could do 
little to help themselves and little to 
help the people of the country. 

Another contributory to the condi
tion which exists here to-day I should 
be disIJosed to regard as the policy of 
the banks. During the last years of 
the war, when the flood tides of pros
perity swept over the country, the 
banks went out of their way to induce 
business people to accept accommoda
tion and ,.enlarige their business op
erations, and last year when the 
shrinkage came, we heard with amuse-, 
ment of small men in little outports 
all over the country, whose existence 
was hardly ,known to the ordinary 
citizen, becomin!g involved, going into 
insolvency, and owing .amounts of 
$200,000, $300,000, and $400,000, when 
no one supposed they were doing 
business to more than one-tenth that 
amount. The same thing operated in 
a larger WflY here in St. John's. Busi
ness offices were given accommodation 
far beyond what I suppose in their 
most 'rosy anticipations they would 
have expected a few years before, an~ 
the result to-day is that, the wave re
ceding, the banks have put their 
screws on, and we have a condition
one does not like to speak too broad
ly, but certainly a situation prevailing 
in the commercial community which 
justifies serious forebodings as to the 
future. 

Now the situation was already bad 
enough, but recently it has become 
worse, in my judgment, through the 
practice of the banks in taking an as-· 
signment of the book debts of busi
ness houses without registering them. 
I have been informed by a representa
tive of a very substantial house that 

. ' 
because of this situation, his concern 
is not prepared to give any credits 
worth-while this year. It is a condi
tion that I want to bring strongly . be-

I 
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fore the attention of the gentlemen 
here who represent the Government, 
not alone the gentleman who is tr:e 
mouth-piece of the Government, bt1t 
our honourable friend who ·is a n1em
ber of the Executive Governtnent. If 
there were a registration of the trans
fer of 'book debts by any concern, 
' I 

then of course everybody who gave 
credit after that would know jttsl 
where he stood and what risk he was ' . 

taking, but the position to-day, .as I 
understand it, is that business people 
give . credit to others; these latter be
come involved; an assign111ent of 
books debts to the bank withnut reg
istration had been made, and then the 
man who gave the credit with ,,,lhich 
the trade was carried on is left abso
lutely helpless. We find that in a 

. great number of cases where f ailttres 
have occurred within the past year or 
so that the banks · O\\fn practically 
everything and the other creditors are 
stripped. Now that is ~ situation that 
ought not to be tolerated a11~ longer. 
I understand that an atte111pt 'vas 
made to have this fact bro.urht to the 
attention of the Governme11t by the 
Council ' of the Board of Trade~ b11t, 
amazing to · relate, a representative of 
one of the banks was on the Co·1ncil 
of the Board of Trade, and apparently 
nobody had the courag~ to stanc.i up 
against this man and get a declar·ati on 
by the organization which· s1,eal)s for 
the trade, with a view to t1avin~~ tl1is 
condition remedied. Now 1t is a seri
otts situation, not alone for the trade, 
but for the country, when p~ople can 
be muzzled in that fashion and whe11 

, it has to be left for a private indiv·idual 
speaking in this House to ha ''e t11is 
matter ventilated 'lnd p11t i11 such a 
fashion that the Govern111ent can take 
notice of it aQd act if the occas;on 
calls for it. Person~lly, I think it 
does call for it very vigorously, and I 

hope I am · not unduly optirr11stic in 

saying that I believe if legislatio11 1s 

introduced with a view to creati11g 

that effect in our trade lai;rs, it will 
meet with the unanimous ·support of 
the House, as I think it ought. 

Another contributory to the condi-
. tion we have to-day is the people 

themselves. One hears and reads that 
times are very bad, and then one 
finds, to use a standard qt1otation, 
that ''The Nickels are f11ll '' Well, if 
they are full, they are full of poor 
people. But they are nor alone. If 
you go to t"he more expensive enter··· 
tainments, you will find tl1at the more 
wealthy class is spendinz jttst the 
same. · Formerly you could · b11y a 

· ticket for a good entertainment for 
fifty or seventy-five ce11ts. Now it 
costs $1.50 or, $2.00. N O\V that ts one 
aspect. Another aspect is that re
ferred to by our honour,~bie friend 
here the other day, namely, t11e disin
clination of the n1an who is \VDrking 
shovelling roads, pitprop~ ('tttting, or 
anything else, to give an honest re
turn for the money he is getting. But 
you go a step further in the scale, and 
you find that the same thing prevails 
with, all the rest of us. This country 
for the two years 1918 and 1919 im
ported motor-cars valued at a quarter 
of a million dollars each year. I sup
pose for its size and circumstances, 
there are few cities in the world that 
have m.ore motor-cars or more expen
sive and higher-class motor-cars, than 
St. John's. And even last year there 
was a condition of affairs prevailing 
in relation to motor-cars that I do not 
think was flattering to the good sense 
or sense of propriety of our people. 
And therefore, I say that while we may 
declare that the man who works on 
the public roads does not give returns 
for the money he gets, ·yet we can 
hardly blame him when he looks at the 
conditions in 'the other element of the 
social scale. 

Now, how are we to cure this con
dition? It is a serious matter, and 
especially serious for the · Government, 
because, as was said here the other 
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day, we cannot keep borrowing money 
continually, to pay out in snow
shovelling and other non-productive 
work. The honourable gentleman who 
spoke last ref erred to the surplus. I 
was very much amused as I listened, 
because he is altogether wrong. As 
the lady said who saw a giraffe for 
the fl rst time, ''There ain't no such 
thing.'~ After . the last sitting I said 
to a gentleman here who is in the con
fidence of the Government-I did not 
want to make the statement on the 
floor unless I was sure of it-that 
there was something wrong about the 
surplus; that, in my opinion, it had 
been acquired by putting in a lar:ge 
sum of money, surplus revenue of the 
previous year, into last year's ac
counts to square the accounts, and on 
looking up the matter later, I found 
that to be the case. In the last Bud
get Speech the revenue was estimated 
,at $8,000,000 approximately, and the 

expenditure at $11,000,000 and $'3.-
000,000 that had been accumulated 
previously was taken to put · to the 
credit of Revenue Account, and by 
that means a surplus of $75,000 was 
acquired. Now that is a justifiable 
enough proceeding in view of the cir
cumstances, b11t the suggestion with 
regard to this year and next year-I 
do not know what the financial posi
tion is at the present time-but in view 
of the expenditures, many of them ne
cessary expenditures, that to be made 
to cope with the conditions of unem
ployment, it is obvious that the Gov
ernment is not likely to be able to 
make two ends meet without having 
resort to other moneys than those that 
are obtained through the Customs 
House and other sources of revenue. 
I hope the Government will be able to 

I 

make two ends meet. I ve.ry much 
doubt it. And I assume that some of 
the loan that has been raised will have 
to be applied to that situation. ,... 

In that regard, our Government is 
-not worse than the Governments of 

other countries. The Government of 
the United States is faced with a 
heavy deficit for the fiscal year which 
ends in June next. So is the Gov
ernment of Canada, and unless the 
British Government has been able to 
bring about economies more sub
stantial than· indicated at present the 

~ British Treasury is going to show a 
deficit of fifty million pounds for the 
fiscal year which ends on the last day 
of this month. But the British Gov
ernment has taken measures to try to 
cut down. The Canadian Govern
ment talks of a similar proceeding, 
and Mr. Fielding, who is Minister of 
Finance, is a. man w.ho can be trusted 
to do all that is possible _to be done in 
that way. For instance, they are 
amalgamating all the defence services. 
They had a Militia Service, a Na val 
Service, and an Air Service. Now all 
three are combined in a Ministry of 
Defence, and this would seem to be a 
sane, sensible policy. I do not know 
what it is , possible for our Govern
ment to do, because I am not familiar 
with the conditions with which they 
h~ve to cope in the administration of 
the various civil services, but it is 

·obvious that reductions will have to 
be made wherever possible and that 
some reductions will have to be taken 

' 

to secure more revenue. It is rather 
curious that the tendency which pre
vails everywhere. is to ima.gine that if 
you are faced with a deficit the logical 
thing to do . is to increase taxation. 
There comes a time when, . as a mat
ter of fact, you1 cannot get as · much 
revenue from high taxation as from 
reduqed taxation. I was rather struck 
when reading ' the London Daily Mail 
by a statement made there that after 
the Napoleonic wars a hundre4 years 
ago the British Goverrtmen.t, conf rant
ed by a somewhat similar situation to 
that which prevails in the Old Coun-

try to-day, dealt with it by the heroic 
• 

measure of reducing taxation by 

twenty per cent. I make the honour-

I 
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able gentlemen ·opposite a present of 
that point. I have here an extract 
from the same paper of the l6th of 
February, in which the representatives 
of the commercial communities, .the 
Federation of British Industries, ad
vocated a somewhat similar policy, 
and sug1gested it to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who, while he did not 
promise to adopt it, yet intimated that 
he was very seriously influenced by it. 

In that connection I think it may . be 
as well for me to put for ard a few 
figures which may h~lp to dissipate 
the idea that the conditions which 
prevail to-day in the world outside, 
and, I take it, in our own country, are 
unique. Reading in the London Times 
of February 9th, I found in a report 
of a debate in the House of Com
mons, that Sir Alfred Mond, Minister 
of Health, said that in 1815, that is, 
after the Napoleonic Wars, they had 
1,300,000 people on the Poor Law 
List, that is, in receipt of poor relief, 
out of eleven millions in the country. 
To-day, they have . 1,000,000 receiving 
poor relief and · 1,800,000 receivi.ng 
unemployment pay, which is another 
form of relief. But if these two are 
added together, it is found that dis
tress and unemployment in England 
to-day are not as bad as they were 
one hundred years ago. And there
fore. I say, as I said at last sitting, 
that I do not think our situation is 
oqe for despair. But it is a situation 
that calls for the most serious con
sideration by all who can contribute 
thereto, by way of advice or sugges-, 
tion or otherwise, to bring about 
some stability in the country's affairs 
and a return to the production which 
is necessary to get on an even keel 

• again. // 

A more serious difficulty, I should 
think, and I have no doubt that most 
people wiil agree with me, is the rail
way. Whatever chance we might 
have of struggling throu.gh otherwise, 
the fact that we may have to carry 

this load of a million and · a half dol
lars a year is a heart-breaking sug
gestion. What the Government pro
poses to do in reference to the rail
way, I do not know, but I do submit 
that we ought not to have, for the 
third time, a make shift attempt to 
deaJ with this problem. Judging 
from tbe references in the Speech 
from the Throne, I conclude that the 
Government is making a serious ef
fort to evolve a permanent solution of 
this matter, and I hope the Govern
ment will be able to do it and that it . ' 
will be one which will commend itself 
to the judgment of the Legislature of 
the country. But I would say further 
that I hope it will not be left for the 
dyin,g hours of the session, ·as was the 
case the past two sessions. The 
House will remember that it was the 
night before the Leigislature closed in 
1920 that the scheme for dealing with 
this question during the next twelve 
months was presented, and it is not 
fair eitper to the Government or to the 
Legislature or to the country to put on 
the table of either Hpuse a scheme of 
that kind within the last few days of 
a session and expect it to be intelli
,gently considered or dealt with. Again 
last year it was left until very late in 
the session. This year I think, if the 

. negotiations will admit of it, it ought 
to be brought on promptly, or, if not, 
then there ought to be a statem.ent 
that it is not the intention to close the 
House, so that the members of both 
Houses may have an opportunity of 
intelligently considering and discuss
ing it. We are not alone in our rail
way problem any more than in our 
financial problems. · I suppose from 
some points of view the Canadian 
problem is more serious than our own . 
As I said at our last session the Can~ . 
adian public debt is ten times what it 
was when the War be.gun. Ours is 
three times. But Canada is a great 

country, and has a variety of re

sources, and can make an effort 
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which is not possible with us, namely, 
promote a big immigration policy to 
have the West further settled. Such 
a policy is not possible to us, because 
we cannot get any immigration into 
this country. I regret to have to say 
it, but I think it is just as well that 
we should face the facts. Our real 
difficulty is ·that when Canada and the 
United States let down the bars and 
removed the prohibition they have 
against immigration, we will not be 
able to keep our people in the country. 
I remember that two years ago, before 
the prohibition was put on, we had 
such an exodus from this country that 
for the first time in thirty years the 
actu~l population for that year fell be-
low the previous year, in spite of the 
natural increase in the meantime. I 
do not know what it is possible for the 
Government to do in the matter of 

• 

development or inducing the paper-
making and other companies to en
large their operations. If something 
of a substantial character could be 
done it would be a great help. It is 
apparent, I think, that not much can 
be expected durin1g the coming season 
in the way of supplies for the fishery. 

Certainly nothing on a scale at all 

commensurate with the demand. 
Judging from what I have been able 
to learn of the views of the com
mercial community, I gather that with . , 

the best wish in the world to help out, 
they will not be in a position to give 
supplies to , more than fraction of 
those who will be seeking them, and 1t 
may be that the Government will have 
to tackle that problem itself. There 
are two ways of spending public 
money for such a purpose. One is to 
give the people supplies. The other 
would be what has been done the past 
year, to spend money on roads . 
throughout the country, . for which I 

. believe a return of hardly more than 
ten cents in the dollar was obtained. 

. . I 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-A little 
' 

more than that. 

.. 

HON. SlR PATRICK McGRATH:
Probably twenty cents. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL,:-! think it 
works out at about thirty cents. 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:
! question whether it would not be 
better to give the fishery supplies and 
let the people go to the fishery. I 
think I am safe in saying that there is 
a situation where, because of there be
ing no employment at Bell Island, be
cattse of the trading community on 
Water St. being diminished, because 
there are difficulties of the same 
kind in the outports, hundreds, or 
probably thousands, of fishermen, will 
not be 

1

able to get the supplies they 
have been accustomed to getting in 
the past. The problem is a serious 
one. I ts seriousness has been miti
gated to some extent by the fact that 
the Government has been able to get 
another loan. That, of course, ·will 
make it possible to deal with the 
question in a mann~r that might not 
have been easy otherwise, but it is an 
expedient that cannot be continued 
very much longer. It helps at the 
time, but it means that the public debt 
• 
of the Colony has gone up in the past 
two or three years by twelve million 

1 dollars, and in the next few years, if 
there is ~no substantial increase in the 
earning power of the people, the in
creased interest will not be easy to 
meet, and increases of taxation are 
not likely to get from an impoverished 
people the returns that will be neces
sary to carry on the pu·blic service. 
Therefore, .I suggest again to the gen
tlemen who represent the Government 
whether it would not be. worth while 
to try the experiment su.ggested in 
England and try the suggestion of re
duction in taxation, with the idea that 

it will encourage the com.mercial com

munity to take other chances and ~hat 

local industries would be developed of 

such a character, or the existing ones 

extended, that it will be possible to 

• 

• 
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employ a goodly number of our people 
in productive works. 

The Speech has been described as 
various other Speeches have been de
scribed in the past, as being the 
emptiest ever presented to the Legis
lature, and so for th. It is difficult, we 
know, to make bricks without straw, 
and it is very difficult for a Govern
ment under present conditions to 
foreshadow a serious, constructive 
policy. But I think it is a .pity that 
the Government did not make some 
statement in the Speech of its inten
tion to deal with the question of 
Tariff Revision. I notice an intima
tion was made in the other House that 
a Commission is to be appointed which 
will de

1
al with it within the next twelve 

months. The difficulty is that this 
I 

postpones action until the next session 
of the Legislature, because it is out of 
the question for any Commission to 
work · out a new tariff scheme while 
the House is in session, and conse
quently it will have to be postponed 
until the next session. And that post
pones in the same way ~ny betterment 
that might result from such a sugges
tion . as I advanced, namely, that of 
reducing the tariff, but I think the 
Government could see its way clear 
without waiting for the operation of 
the Commission to take off some of 
the taxe's that were put on last year 
and see if the exp·eriment would re
sult in lessening the burden of the 
business people and encouraging them 
to branch out in new lines. 

·I trust that this House will excuse 
me for the length of these rambling 
remarks, but I feel that if considera
tion could be given to that suggestion 
and some action taken upon it, it 
might be to the benefit of the country 
as a whole. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-Mr. Presi
dent, I did not intend to have anything 
to say to-day, but ·as I have been con
nected with . the unemployment situa
tion for the last year or so more or 

less intimately, I thought possibly I 
might make a few observations. 

· Sir Parick McGrath is, I think, cor
rect when he says that the conditions 
which exists here from an ti-nemploy
ment standpoint is about the same as 
in every other corner of the world. I 
have been trying to fallow it all over 
the British Empire, the United States 
and the European countries generally, 
and what is existing in the heart of the 
world is existing in the remotest out
port in Newfoundland. There is a re
markable similarity both in tbe un
employment situation and in the 
mental attitude of the people. The 
mental attitu.de of the people has 
changed since the War. Th.ere is no 
getting away from that fact. But I 
am glad to say that this year I can see 
a saner spirit in every man who is 
seeking employment. I can see a dif
ferent attitude towards w.ork · offering. 
Now last year, I am going to speak 
frankly, the average man for whom 
the Government provided relief work 
did not intend to give a dollar's worth 
of work for the dollar given. His 
mental calculation was ''It's our money 
and why should we work for it." How
ever, this year the situation is differ
ent. People seem to be getting back 
to their normal attitude of mind to
wards earning their living. 

Now in reference to· the remarks of 
my honourable friend, Sir Patrick Mc
Grath. He says that the cause of our 
troubles is the fishery regulations. 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:
The cause of nearly all. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-! do not 
know very much about fish and the , 
fish markets, The fishery regulations 
were controlled absolutely by a fish 
exporting board, composed, if you will 
remember, of men on both sides of 
politics. They gave this matter, in · 
which they were vitally concerned and 
in which their business was vitally 
concerned, their serious consideration. 
They came up to the Executive Gov-

\ 
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ernment with their recommendations 
and they said, ''Here is what we re
commend to you as a bod·y of fisher
men and fish exporters.'' We passed 
their rec.ommendations and they· be
came the law of the land, and the .very 
people who suffered by the regula
tions were the people who made them. 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:
Everybody did not suffer equally. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-But the 
people who made the regulations suf
fered most. But I must point out to 
my honorable friend that we accepted 
advice from the people vitally inter
ested and made it the law of the land. 

The cause of our destitution ' and 
unemployment at the present time is 
the war. That is the cause of all our 
trouble. There -were no fish reguila
tions in Canada, and destitution and 
unemployment all over Canada is ho.r
rible, but the Canadians are patriotic 
and will not admit it. Destitution in 

• 

the United States is bad. Destitution 
in Great Britain is a little worse than 
the figures given by my honorable 
friend, . Sir Patrick McGrath. 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:
They were official figures. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-The only 
corner of Christendom where destitu
tion does not exist is France. But 
coming back to Newfoundland, the 
situation is somewhat as follows: 
~ast fall', when we saw the winter 
ahead of us, we began to make pro
vision, and I went to Grand Falls ac
companied by the Minister of Finance, 
and .· Mr. M. S. Sullivan, M.H.A., and 
we asked the Grand Falls people what 
they pr_oposed to do this winter. They 
said they had two hundred and eighty 
men employed in the woods, whereas 
in former years they used to employ 
two thousand eight hundred. We made 
an arrangement with them under 
.which they would take $200,000 worth · 
of wood. They had piles of wood and 
were not prepared to find any more 
money. We found $200,000, on con-

dition that they would return half at 
the end of one year and half at the 
end of the next year. · That was good 
business. Lookin·g at Sydney, which 
was once a source of employment for 
Newfoundlanders, there was nothing 
doing there, and nothing that could be 

. done. At Alexander Bay the company 
had ceased operations after spending 
a great deal of money. An unfortun
ate state of affairs existed at Bell 
Island. Conception Bay had been de
pending upon Bell Island, Sydney and 
Pittsburg to absorb its labor. Bell 
Island had much inferior ore piled 
there. The Banks were not satisfied 
to. finance any .further ore operations, 
and consequently nothing was to be 
done this year. The Prime Minister, 
however, when in Canada, succeeded 
in getting them to operate to a limited 
extent by blotting out some of their 
royalty. And to-day I don't think we 
have left a corne.r of Ne\vfoundland 
where any industry that c·ould be 
prosecuted is not being carried on. 
Coming to St . . John's-Last spring we 
carried on road-making operations, 
concerning which there was a good 
deal of disputing by my hon. friend of 
the loyal but somewhat noisy Opposi
tion,-by almost every one of them. 
It was poor policy. The more he fights 
the better I like him, but it was poor 
business just then. I am glad not to 

\ 

hear this noise any longer. I think 
the)' have reformed. There is lots of 
time left yet to lapse from grace, how-

• 

ever . . Early in. the year we took time 
by the . fore lock and at the instigation 
of His Excellency the Governor a set
tlement Committee was appointed. 
Every chosen representative of labour 
organiz.ations has to report to the 
Board of Trade. At a meetin1g held I 
represented the Government. I 
thought and I still think, that it is the 
duty of the Municipal Gov_ernment to 
look after Municipal . employment. The 

answer given was they had not the 

funds. My reply was I would lend 

I 
11 
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them the funds. - I went further and 
offered to make them a free gift, but 
they did. not see fit to take it upon 
them, with the employment in sight. 
I have no complaint to make with the 
Settlement Committee. It is under 
the management of Mr. John Davey
a man in construction work for years, 
and of an honourable and upright · 
character. It is doing the best pos
sible. What can be done in winter? 
I defy anyone to find anything to be 
done in this city during the winter 

...., 

months. It is a period of enforced 
idleness. There ·is breaking rocks, if 
building operations are ever started 
again in the town, building material is 
absolutely essential. The rocks will 
stand for some time, while snow un
der shovelling will be gone, no trace 

' 

left. But the moral effect of snow-
shovelling is good. If we let people 
go on as they are going-receiving re
lief they will have no de~ire to work 
again. In Scotland the people are ac
cepting dole-even in the city of Glas
gow, on the shipbuildin,g Clyde. I am . 

• 

certainly in favour of working rather 
than in giving dole, and thereby help
ing people to keep their self-respect. 
Every hon. gentleman knows it is ·the 
duty of the Government not to allow 
anyone to starve and no one in New
foundland shall starve. 

I wa~_ going to utter almost a com
plaint against the commercial f ac
tories. They have been hard h.it-but 
have room to be__.;.they made huge 
dividends during the war. They are 

, now crowded with manufacturing pro
ducts, for which, I presume they can
not see sale. 

Another thing is that many of exist
ing concerns which for the past years 
have carried on a good business have 
turned over to the Government the job 
of finding employment during. this 
period of depression. · I wish to give 
you, to illustrate what I say, the 
figures given me by a mercantile man, 
that be:ginning at Reids, at present not 

included, and going to Harvey's, the 
weekly · payroll on wharves was $11,000 
during the months of January and 
February. To-day it is practically nil. 
The men who work on those wharves 
during the months mentioned, no 
doubt, when Spring opens up, will get 
some employment. All the men, how
ever, can't find employment in private 
concerns, but I think private conc.erns 
will and should wake up and try and 
do a trifle better. I am not · complain
ing, I know those people who are in 
the fish business cannot practise 
medicine or law, they have to stay in 
the fish business. 

Everything at the present wants to 
be Government guaranteed-supplies 

, for the fishery, etc.-the Humber pro
position. 

The best thing the Settlement Com
mittee can do is to stir the people up. 

The further we go away from St. 
John's the more independent the peo
ple are, the more energetic. They are 
thrown on their own resources. The 
attitude I took was that wh~rever . 

• 

there is any work to be done, the peo-
ple were to be given it rather than 
they should receive dole. 

• . 
The conditions around the Island 

are as follows: In Placentia the situ
ation is fair-pulp-cutting and the 
cutting of pit props is occupying ~ 

many. There is no relief given except 
in the case of widows and orphans as 
in the past. The pit props will prob
ably be sold as last year and paid for 
in cash so will not cost the Govern
ment anything. 

In Ferryland the conditions are ex
ceptionally good, it being a good fish
ing district. There are very few calls 
except in certain localities. . Burin is 
excellent-r10 dole given out. Fortune 
Bay is fair, pit props are being cut 
there ~lso. In Burgeo and La Poile 
some relief is being given. The Dis
trict of St. George's is good-some 
destitute sections in Port au Port. 
This is a farming district a·nd people 
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are living off their farms. In Green 
Bay the people are cutting pulp and 
also in Bonav.ista. Trinity is poorly 
wooded. . Conception. Bay is appalling 
-$25,,000 a month is ,given out in dole. 
I am absolutely opposed to it. People 
lose their pride and ambition and self
respect. Dole is being cut out and 
work provided along the line of re
building wharves, and repairing wash
outs, etc. 

• In Brigus District timber is bein,g 
cut for work at Maher's Station. Hr. 
Main is fairly good. 

The idea behind the opening up of 
Hall's Bay and Deer Lake roads was 
to provide work. If money is given 
out, every man wants his share and 
in some outports men would remain 
from the fishery in order to receive 
their share. Our idea was to move 
our operations so that only the needy 
would accept. Hall's Bay road was 
long pr_omised. I strongly advise the 
carrying on of Deer Lake road. 

Green Bay ts a mineralized bay
contains 'copper, and I hope the time 
may come, it should come, when cop
per will be shipped from it in large 
quantities. 

Things will eventually right them-
• selves. We must try to keep people 

going until then. Things are not so 
bad compared with Canada. As a 
whole, it will be found that the state 
of affairs that exists is about the same 

· over the whole civilized world. No 
one thing caused i~. I can't agree that 
it is due to the fish regulations, but it 
is due in a great measure to the fact , 
that the purchasing power of the peo
ple is lost. 

' 

HON. MR .. McNAMARA :-Mr. 
President, I claim, as I stated here last 

, year against considerable opposition, 
that the fishery regulations did irr~

parable harm. The best proof of what 
.I state can be found by looking at con
ditions on the Soutl1-West Coast. Note 
the number of · insolvencies,-brought 
about to a large extent by the fishery 

regulations. The regulations are en
tirely opposed to the law of supply and 
demand. We cannot re,gulate an ar
ticle of food by law. If we do not ex
port we cannot import. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-! . 
must ask permission of the House to 
take exception to the statement made 
by Hon. Dr. Campbell concerning the 
fishery regulations. These regulations 
were made law by the Government un-. 
der the War Measures Act. The Board 
did not count. It was practically run 
by the Minister of Marine and Fish
eries. Everyone knows tb'.is to be the 
case. I 

My hon. friend spoke about encour
agement given by the Opposition in 
the Lower House. I am not here to 
def end them, but if he follows as I 
know he does, the situation in Can
ada, he will notice that there is a 
si1nilarity in the incidents which oc
cur. Only last week riots broke out. 

' 
I suppose that is force of bad ex-
ample. This state of affairs is due to 
conditions of unrest prevailing in 
every country at the present time, and 
when we hear or read · of men being 
dissatisfied or refusing to work be
cause they are only getting $4 per day, 
it is not singular. ·There is no need 
of an Opposition to stimulate the un
employed to act. 

I was struck with the remark re, the 
shutting down of the factories here. 
It recalled to me the speech of Sir 
Arthur Balfour after his return from 
the Washington Conference. All these 
conditions are the result of War situa
tion. No one country can be blamed. 
Why are the factories shut up? Can't 
sell product. Why is this so? Our 
people can hardly get enough for their 
fish to buy the common necessaries, 
because the countries that buy our fish 
are worse off than we are. It is hard 
to get money . 

The _railway to Deer Lake was 
promised by the Government of which 
Sir Ed. Morris was the leading mem-
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bet. When that railroad was in pro
gress the circumstances of the Colony 
were such as to have warranted it. 
We will remember when the railway 
to Burin Bay was advocated (Mr. 
Clapp got elected more than once on 
that promise). This promise cost the 
Government ·$30,000. The .thing I · de
plore is the fact that the Government 
got so little ·in return for the money 
spent. I went over the country last 
October with one who was employed 
in this work and he told me the situa
tion. There · were 2250 men on the 
line, 250 of these were camp-workers 
and cooks, etc.; 2000 men is a good 
crowd and if each of these men did 12 
inches per day progress would have 
been made, but they did not do even 
that amount. 

I think we can con,gratulate our
selves that our discussiqn here evoked 
such clear reasonable statements of 
what the Government has been doing 
to cope with the unemployment situa
tion. It is the duty of the Govern
ment to see that people do not starve, 
and I have no doubt that this Govern
ment or any Government will pursue 
~ policy whereby its people can be 
kept from starvation by giving them 
every opportunity to meet demands of 
livelihood. The reason discussion was . 
raised was of · 'reducing taxes and 
thereby 1giving men a chance to re
habilitate-they need to do that here 
now. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-! have 
been trying to find out the value re
ceived for dollar spent in other coun
tries, and I find that returns in this 
country compare favourably. I esti
mate that the returns for money spent 

\ 

on the Deer Lake and Badger Roads 
is 30c. to the dollar. 

In relation to bos~es-1 selected for 
boss of the road a Mr. Graham who 
·has the reputation of bei~g a strict, 
hard man. But he said it beat him. 
It was horrible. The men won't work. 
This was due to their mental attitude. 

They are getting into a more common
sense frame of mind and it looks as 
though gradually the problem will 
work itself out 

On motion of HON. MR. GIBBS the 
Address in Reply to the Speech of His 
Excellency passed. 

' 
HON. MR. WINTER laid upon the 

table of the House the report of the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries 
for the year 1921. 

The House then on motion adjourn
ed until Monday, the 27th instant, at 
4 p.m. 

MONDAY, March 27th, 1922. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 

HON. PRESIDENT announced mes
.sage from the House of Assembly that 
they had passed the accompanying 
Bills entitled respectively: 

An Act respecting the Seal Fishery 
during the present year; ~. 

An Act to Amend Chap. 75 of the 
Consolidated Statutes entitled of Suf
ferers from Marine Disasters; 

' 

An Act to Amend Chap. 22 of the 
Consolidated Statutes entitled of the 
Custqms; 

An Act for the Protection of Neg
. lected, Dependent and Delinquent 
Children; 

An Act to regulate the Importation, 
Exportation, Manufacture and Sale of 
Opium and other dangerous drugs; 

An Act for the Encouragement of 
. Shipbuilding; in which the concur

rence of the Council is requested. 
On motion of HON. MR. WINTER 

said Bills were then read a first time 
and ordered read a second time on to
morrow. 

HON. THE PRESIDENT read com
munication from His Excellency the 
Governor regarding the appointment 
of the Commission of Internal Econ-

" omy. 
HON. THE PRESIDENT read com

munication from His Excellency the 
Governor, granting the Hon. S. K. 
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Bell leave of absence for the remain
der of the session. 

On motion the House then adjourn
ed until Thursday, the 30th instant, at 
4 p.m. 

THURSDAY, March 30th, 1922. 

Pursuant to adjournment the House 
met at 4 p.m. 

HON. MR. WINTER:-This is a 
Bill entitled ''An Act respecting the 
Sealfishery during the present year.'' 

Some months ago the sealing steam
er . owners waited upon the Govern
ment and pointed out that for a num
ber of years the seal fishery had been 
conducted at a substantial loss to the 
steamer owners, and they were hesi
tating as to whether they would out
fit for this year's fishery. They asked 
for special concessions, particularly as 
to the date of sailing and release of 
seal skins from duty, which amounts 
to twenty cents per skin. The Execu
tive Government had no legal power to 
grant any such concessions, but ad
vised the sealing stea.mer owners to 
prosecute the voyage as if such con
cessions hadt been granted undertak
ing to bring in the necessary legisla
tion at this session. The Government 
felt that it was absolutely necessary 
that · every effort should be made to 
induce the owners to outfit for this 
year's fishery. If ever there was a 
year when it was necessary tnat the 
sealing fleet should be assisted to get 
the very best possible chance of get
ting a trip of fat, it was this year, be
cause of unemployment conditions 
throughout the country. 

For the information of the House I 
have secured a memorandum from the 
Department of Finance and Customs 
showing the export of seal skins for 
the fiscal years 1917-18 to 1920-21. 
They are as follows: 

. Year No. Value 

1917-18 193,448 $400,394 
1918-19 146,,728 398,575 

20c. per 
Skin Duty 
$38,689.60 

29,345.60 

1919-20 
1920-21 

62,174 
100, 118 

. 
170,331 
147,935 

12,434.80 
20,023.60 

This Bill applies to the seal fishery 
for this season only. The law with 
respect to the seal fishery is not 
amended in any way by this Bill ex
cept insofar as· this particular year's 
fishery and catch are concerned. . It 
is very evident that there has peen a 
considerable loss and the concessions 
asked "for were considered reasonable. 

I no·w move that the Bill be read a 
• 

second time. 

HON. SIR iP. T. McGRATH :-In 
I ' 

speaking on this motion I would state 
that the phraseology of this Bill is de
fective. It may be timidity on my part 
but I do not think that this Bill in its 
present form will receive the Govern
or's assent. It would be enactin,g 
something in April which had taken 
place in March. Certain words should 
be expressed in the past tense or 
words added framed something in this 
way-''Any sealing steamer which left 
here prior to the· 10th March shall not 
be held to have committed an offence.'' 
If this Bill was being enacted in 
February to take effect in March t4e 
phraseology would be correct. 

Another thing I sh9uld like to men
tion is that my hon. friend is slightly 
in error in quoting the fi.gure of seal 
skins as representing the catch. (It 
is more the exports in each of these 
years that cQunts.) This, and export 
duty paid are matters of detail. It is 
the principle of the Bill I should like 
to draw attention . to, and in speakin.g 
of this · I hope I speak for others as 
well as for my~elf. This policy of 
amending the sealing law to suit the 
convenience of anybody ought to be 
stopped. If the law was felt to be a 
\good one it ought · to be maintained. 
If it is desirable to amend the law, the 
amendment ought to take such a shape 
as to hold for many years. I have 
sympathy with the steamer owners, 
and I reco:gnize that the hesitation 
this year was serious. 
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Everybody feels they have worked 
at a disadvantage for some years. But 
for six or seven years now this Legis
lature, every session, has been asked 
to modify, amend or alter the Sealing 
Law. It ought to stop. 

Another thing I think is that it is 
very regrettable that some measure 
cannot be adopted~a policy which 

·would prevent such a scandal as that 
which was associated with the loss of 

' ' 
the Diana. The men on the ship 
which went to rescue their fellow
countrymen, in some cases their ·rel
low-townsmen, put up a demand for 
$25 a piece for doing so. We read of 
the loss of a vessel in mid ocean a 
short while ago, and unfortunately the 
loss of two or three of the crew. The 
mate of the rescuing ship almost lost 
his life in helping to save others. At 
the time he had nothing to actuate 
him but innate heroism. C:::ontrast that 
with the story published in the papers 
a few days ago, when men made a de
mand for (going to save the lives of 
their brothers in distress-a deplor
able circumstance to go abroad. It 'is 
as well to abandon the sealing voyage 
if this sort of thing is to happen, and 
other expressions of lawlessness at
t.ending the loss of the ''Diana" are-to 
be allowed to pass unnoticed. I have 
been inf or med that in connection with 
the loss of the ship there was whole
sale misappropriation of the material 
aboard. There is an amazing story 
told of a young lad, who was taking a 
tel,egram to the Captain being held up 
by the crew, who demanded that they 
be shown the contents. If this con
tinues it is better that the industry b~ 

I 

abandoned alto.gether. 

HON. MR. WINTER:-! move that 
the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Bill entitled ''An Act Respect
ing the Sealfishery during the Present 
Year,'' was then read a second time, 
and ordered to be submitted to a com
mittee of the whole House on to
morrow. 

''An Act to Amend Chapter 75 of 
the Consolidated · Statutes, entitled: 
'Of Sufferers from Marine Disasters.' '' 

HON. MR. WINTER :-Section 2 of 
this Act deals with the relief of de
pendants of men of the Dominion or 
Colony who should lose his life on the 
high seas or die in engaging in the 
business of the Colony. One hundred 
dollars are payable under certain cir
cumstances. Claims are made through 
the Marine Disaster's Fund Commit
tee. These words ''in pursuit of call
ing" are omitted in original Bill and 
the Bill now before the Council is in
tended to insert the words ''while in 
pursuit of his calling'' after the words 
''waters of the Colony.'' If these were 
inserted the work of the committee 
would in the cases of some applica-

• 
tions be simplified. There were sev-
eral circumstances which brought the 
necessity of this amendment to the 
Committee. One was a case in which 
a fisherman one evening while drunk 
went on board a vessel with the object 
of completing his drunken bout. An 
accident occurred and his ·relatives 
made a claim for compensation. It was 
clear that a favorable recommenda
tion could not be made as the case was 
not within the true meaning of the 
Act. If he were drowned in the ·or
dinary course of business it would 
have been a different matter. But the 
instance cited was not a case within 
the scope or intention of the Act. This 
amendment will make things clear and 
simple. I move that Bill be now read 
a second time. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time and ordered to be read a third 
time on tomorrow. 

''An Act to regulate the Importa
tion, Exportation, Manufacture, Sale 
and Use of Opium and other Danger
ous Drugs.'' 

HON. MR. WINTER:-This Act 
deals with dangerous drugs such as 
opiu1n, cocaine, morphine, and forbids 
the importation of such except under 
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license. I move that Bill be read a the Imperial Act and that references 
\ 

second time. and clauses introduced need to be 
The Bill was then read a second alter ea. I should li1'e to ask how far 

time, and referred to Committee of the authority of outport magistrates 
the Whole House on tomorrow. / is to extend in · dealing with cases such 

''An Act for the Protection of Ne- as the Bill deals with. I would sug
, glected, Dependent and Delinquent · gest that the Bill be submitted to a 

Children.'' small select committee and such 
HON. MR. WINTER : _ 'Se~eral changes as . seem to be called for 

under the circumstances, could . be 
years ago an interdenominational 
committee was organized for the pur
pose of looking into cases of neglect
ed, depende·nt and delinquent child
ren, and of dealing with the care of 
such children in the city of St. J o~n's. 
The committee consisted of Dr. Grieve, 
Canon ~olt, and Rev. D. B. Hemmeon 
of George Street. The committee de
voted much time and attention to the 
laws relating to such cases in Eng
land and Canada. The Bill was draft
ed by the Deputy Minister of Justice. 
At the last session, the House of As-, . 
sembly referred it , to a select com-
mittee, when certain am.endments were 
made. The amended Bill then passed 
the House of Assembly. It then came 

/ 

before this Chamber, and the late 
Hon. John Browning suggested an 
amendment, having in mind the 

l 

special protection of the children of 
Mr. , Kenneth Prowse, who was in the 
Asylum for the, Insane. But - this 
House considered that while it suited 
the circumstances of the particular 
c~se in view, there were difficulties 
involved and that it was not practical 
and could not recommend it as a gen
eral provision, and there the matter 
dropped. Last week it was brou,ght 
up again and agafn unanimously pass
ed by the House of Assembly without 
amendment, and recommended that 
we concur in it. I , now move that we 
accept the Bill in its entirety. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :~While 
endorsing the second readin.g of this 
Bill, I think as l su•ggested last year, 
that it requires some amendment. The 
hon. gentleman will recall the allusion 
indicating that it was . prepared from 

• 

talked over. With that understanding 
I cordially endorse the second reading. 

HON. MR. WINTER :-I move that 
Bill be submitted to a select com-
mittee. 

''An Act for the Encouragement of 
Shipbuildin:g.'' \ 

HON,. / M~. WINTER :~Mr. Presi..: 
dent, it is a ma.tter of public knowl
edge that the labor " situation 1last 
autumn was exceedingly acute 
throughout the whole country. As a 

. part of the relief progr1~mme a special 
. ' 

arrangement was made by the Govern-
ment . for ,a slight additional bounty in 
connection with ship-building. Many 
years ago an Act for the Encourage
ment of Shipbuilding passed the Leg
islature, as set for th in Chapter 176 · , 
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series), __ pa1ge 1607, Volume 3. Under 
that Chapter a . bonus of $16.00 per 
ton was payable on all vessels which 
complied with the,, requirements of 
Schedule C. of that Chapter. As a 
specia~ encouragement to shipbuilding 
during . the past winter this bounty 
was ipcreased by Order in Council to 
$30.00 per ton for vessels built in ac
cordance with Schedule B., and $24.00 
for vessels bu,ilt in accordance with 
Schedule C. This increased bounty is 
given only up 1 to fifty tons. Where a 
vessel exceeds fifty tons, the vessel 
gets the increased bounty up to fifty 
tons and the ordinary bounty under 
Chapter 176 of the Consolidated 
Statutes, without any increase, on the 
tonnage in excess ·of fifty · tons. , This 
Act applies only to vessels . which are 
fully equipped and ready for sea' on or 
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before the first day of July, 1923, and 
c.overs this winter's and next year's 
operations. It is hoped that labour 
conditions \\till have somewhat ad
justed themselves by next year, in 
which case it is presumed that this 
additional bounty will be dropped. If 
it is to be continued after the first day 
of -July, 1923, another Bill authorising 
its continuance would have to be sub
mitted to the Legislature. I move that 
the Bill entitled ''An Act for the En
courage,ment of Shipbuilding'' be read 
a second time. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:
There is no such provision in the bill 
before the House. The next thing is 
that the schooner must be fully equip
ped and ready for sea before 1922; 
the bill says 1923. Perhaps there is 

' 

an explanation or it may be a typo-
graphical error, I do not know which. 
Then again if the bill is only for one 
year I think there ought to be a clause 
limiting it to June 30th. I think these 
suggestions pertinent enough to justi
fy its being sent to a Select Commit
tee. 

HON. MR. MURPHY:-! second 
that. . I think it about time to have this 
matter regulated. When I was in the 
shipbuilding business, and I think I 
turned · out some of the best vessels 
evet tu-rned o.ut, we were glad to build 
them for $40 a ton and made a good 
profit. I think -it time for someone to 
take this matter up and straighten it 
out. We have no money to . waste and 
it is time to stop. When you talk 
about paying a bounty almost the value 
of the ship, I think it time to cry a 
halt. 

HON. MR. WINTER:-! move the 
second reading be def erred. 

Second reading , of the Customs 
Amendment Bill. 

HON. MR. WINTER:-This is an 
Act to amend Chap. 22 of the Con
solidated Statutes entitled ''Of the 
Customs.'' 

Section 1. In this section the 

I 

words ''Current domestic .value'' are 
substituted for the words ''Fair market 
value'' wherever they occur in the 
Customs Act. This change has been 
necessitated in order to conform to 
the ·general usage of the British Em
pire set forth in the Imperial Customs 
Conference held at London during 
February and March, 1921, where we 
were represented by Sir Edgar Bow
ring and Mr. Gordon, and whose ac
tion was endorsed by the Government 
of the Colony . 

Sec. 2. Sub-section 2 deals with 
shortages arising from natural causes 
where importations containing spirits 
are placed in bond and evaporation oc
curs. This happens largely with such 
importations as alcohol and methyl 
alcohol used for manufacturing pur
poses; the practice has been to make 
an allowance for ev·aporation and it is 
necessary now that !his · practice 
should be legalized as it is in Canada, 
the U.S. and Great Britain, thu~ pre
venting constant disputes which now 
occur. 

Sub-sect. 3 emphasizes the law as 
implied in the Act and as set forth in 
the Warehousing Bond, and has been 
recommended · .bY the Justice Depart
ment to be more explicitly stated in 
the Act, following the English prac
tice/ 

Se'ction 3. This has been found ne
cessary by the Department of Justice. 
A case under Sect. 203 was before the 
Magistrate, and it was found that there 
was no penalty for def a ult in payment 
of a fine. Consequently the words ''or 
in def a ult of payment, of imprison
ment not exceeding one year,'' were 
introduced as an amendment by the 
Department of . Justice to meet such 

' 

cases as of te.n occur where the off en-
ders plead that they have not the 
means to pay the fine and thus hope 
to escape the penalty. I beg to move 
the second reading of the bill. 

HON. MR. McNAMARA:-! would 
like some further information as to 
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the meaning of ''Current domestic 
value.'' During the war exchange 
fluctuated greatly and an importer 
buying £ 100 worth of goods paid say 

· $'375 but was charged duty . on $486. 
The exchange to-day is highe.r, about 
$482 but we are still charged duty on . 
$48·6. I do not know if the words 
''Current domestic value'' has any
thing to do with that. In Canada the 
same practice was in operation, and 
representations were made at Ottawa 

• 
for a refund as it . was claimed the ex-
tra duty was irregularly collected. 

HON. MR. WINTER:-This bill has 
nothin.g to do with exchange. This 
only refers to the value of the goods 
in the country where they come from. 
The invoice must be for what is the 
fair market value of them in the 
country from which imported. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-! 
think this clause does not cover the 
point raised by my hon. friend, but is 

. . 
merely a technical amendment render-
ed necessary to conform to the prac
tice adopted throughout the Empire in 
order to get a standard of values. In 
other words I should be disposed to 
think it a scheme for doing away with 
what is known as dump1ng, issuing 
fictitious invoices on selling goods 
for export much below the doJ:Qestic 
value. 

. I 
The bill was read a second time and 

ordered to be committed on to-mor
row. · 

HON. PRESIDENT read a message 
from the House of Assembly that they 
had passed the accompanying bills en
titled An Act for the disposal of Sur
plus Funds collected for Hospital Cots 
and An Act to amend the Law Society 
Act, in which concurrence is request
ed. 

On Motion of HON. MR. WINTER 
said Bills were read a first time and 
ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

HON. MR. WINTER tabled report 
of the Permanent Marine Disasters 

Fund Committee for the year ending 
Dec. 31st, 1921. 

House adjourned until to-morrow, 
Friday, at 4 p.m. 

FRIDAY, March 31st, 1922. 
House met pursuant to adjourn

ment . 
House went into Committee of the 

Whole on Marine Disasters ·Bill, Hon. 
Mr. Anderson in the Chair. 
. Committee rose and reported the 
bill without amendment, and it was 
ordered said bill be read a third time 
on to-morrow. 

House fent into Committee on the 
I 

Opium Bill, Hon. Mr. Templeman in 
the Chair. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-With 
ref ence to this particular section and 
the sections that follow it, I under
stand the view is now entertained by 
some departments of the Government 
that it would . be desirable to substitute 
the Minister of Finance and Customs 
for Colonial Secretary throughout this 
Act. The position is this.: a man can
not import or export any commodity 
without passing it through the Cus
toms; that is where the detection of 
opium or any other forbidden com
modity would be observed. He woµld 
have to put in his entries. If this bill 
goes as it is, the Colonial Secretary's 
Department would be the one and it 
would not be so easy of detection as in 
the Customs Department. I suggest 

A 

we substitute Minister of Finance and 
Customs for Colonial Secretary right 
through the bill. I understood from 
the Minister of Justice the intention 
was to alter the bill according to the 
way I suggest, and if acceptable to the 
hon. gentleman I would propose that 
that be done. 

HON. MR. WINTER:-1 do not 
think there can be any objection to 
that. 

' 
The Committee reported the bill 

.with some amendment and it was or
dered to be read a third time on to
morrow. 

• 
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House went into Committee on the 
Customs Bill, Hon. Mr. Cook in the 
Chair. 

HON. MR. TEMPLEMAN :-In re
ference to ''fair market value"; during 
the past few years we have been im
porting goods and paying a great deal 
more duty than the fair market value, 
because goods paid for at exchange of 
$3.65 to $4.00 and we have to pay duty 
on 4.86 2/3. · I understand ·Canada had 
the same thing, but has handed back 
the extra duty paid. We thought yes-

• 
terday we might have an amendment 
made to cover this. 

Committee on Bill ''An Act to 
amend Chapter 22 of the Consolidated 
Statutes entitled 'Of the Customs.' '' 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-:Be
fore you put the motion, Mr. Chair
man, I would like to say that I am glad 
the honourable gentleman has met tve 
suggestions offered as to minimum 
penalty. As honourb.le gentlemen no
ticed the last bill was passed to pre
vent people from \smuggling opium 
and other goods the traffic in which 
is ruinous to both the physical and 
moral health of the parties who en
.gage in it, and yet in that Act sent 
over to us from the old country there 
is no minimum penalty. Now that is 
one of the cases in which a minimum 
penalty would be provided if it \Vere 
justified at all. But here in an Act 
which deals with smu:ggling, which is 
regarded as a very minor offence, we 

· ' impose a minimum penalty both in the 
matter 1of fine and imprisonment, 
which I think is altogether wrong. 

' 

On motion the Committee rose and 
reported having passed the Bill with 
some amendments. The report was 
received, and on motion the Bill was 
ordered to be read a third time. on to
morrow. 

Second reading of Bill ''An Act for 
the Disposal of Surplus Funds Collect
ed for Hospital Cots.'' 

HON. MR. WINTER :-Mr. Presi
dent, in ref ere nee to this Bill I may 

. 

say that during the War there was at 
St. John's an organization known as 
the Newfoundland Centre of the St. 

' 

John's Ambulance Association. Funds 
were collected by the Association for 
the establishment and maintenance of 
Hospital cots for soldiers and sailors. 
At the termfnation of tfie War there 
remained unexpended in the hands of · 
the Treasurer of this Fund a sum of 
approximately twelve thousand dollars. 
The Association decided that the 
amount be divided up as follows: 

To the Newfoundland War 
Memorial in recognition . of 
the services · of stretcher .. 
bearers, nurses and V. A. 
D's ................................ $1,500.00 

The Patriotic Fund in Ftid of 
its work amongst the sol
diers and sailors and their 
dependents.... .... .... ____ ____ 2,000.00 

The Marine Disasters Fund 
in recognition of the work 
of our sailors.. .... ____ ____ ____ 2,000.00 

The War Memorial Hospitals 
in the outports to be · alto .. 
cated in such sums, and 
as the occasion warrants, 
as the . Executive Commit
tee of the· Association may 
from time to time decide____ 3,000.00 

The Grand Falls Ladies' Aid 350.00 

$8,850.00 

the balance, amounting to a little more 
than three thousand dollars to be re
tained by the . Association. 

Mr. L. E. Emerson, the Secretary of 
the Hospital Cot Fund, approached 
the Government in October, 1921, 

I 

. asking that legislation be introduced 
authorising the Association to make 
this disposition of their credit balance. 
This Bill, which has passed the House 
of Assembly unanimously, is the re
sult. 

• 

I take this opportunity of express
ing the great appreciation of the pub-
lie as a whole and the members of this 



34 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

Chamber of the splendid work done 
by the Newfoundland centre of the St. 
John Ambulance Association. The 
work was of a high efficiency. It 
meant comfort for a number of 
wounded soldiers and sailors who 
availed of the Hospital Gots main-, 
tai.ned out of funds provided by the 
Newfoundland public, and was one of 
the most important of the minor or
ganizations which contributed to the 
Empire's success in the · Great War. 

table of the House copy of the report 
of the . Halifax School for the Blind. . 

The House on motion then adjourn-
ed until Monday, April 3rd, at 4 p.m. 

MONDAY, April 3rd, 1922. 

House tnet pursuant to adjournment. 
HON. MR. WINTER tabled report 

of Select Committee on Neglected, De
pendent and Delinquent Children's 
Bill. · 

On motion of HON. MR. WINTER 
HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-In the following. bills were . read a third 

seconding the motion, Mr. President, · time and passed, namely:-
I would like to say that when the Bill -
comes before the House in Commit-, . 
tee stage it might be desirable to add 
a section which would make , it pos
sible for the Executive with the ap
proval of the Executive Council to 
make any further disposition of the 
funds which may be called for at a 
later dafe. This is the result of a 
conversation which I had with Mr. 
Emerson on the subject of the bill. 
If there would be any funds left after 
disposition had been made in accord
ance with this Bill further legislation 
would be -necessary, and it seems to 
me that the necessity for that could 
be obviated by adding a clause which 
would make it possible for the govern
ing body with the approval of the 
Executive Government to make a fur
ther disposition. 

The Bill was thereupon read a 
· second time and ordered to be sub-

• 

mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
. House. on to-morrow. 

Second reading of Bill ''An 
amend the Law Society Acts-'' 

Act to 

Marine Disasters Amendment Bill. 
Opium and oth-er Dangerous . Drugs 

Bill. 
Of tl1e Customs Amendment Bill. 
House went into Committee of the 

Whole on Disposal of Surplus Funds 
' 

for Hospital Cots Bill, Mr. Milley in 
the Chair .. 

HON. MR. TEMPLEMAN :-I 
should like a · little more information 
on this. Why should we build ·a hos
pital in Jerusalem; I think the money 
should be spent here. I do . not see 
why we should .give the Jews our 
money when we need hospitals in the 
outports. This bill does ·not seem to 
me quite fair. Why should not the 
Jews, · who are wealthy people look 
after their own hospitals? 

HON. MR. WINTER :-This distri
bution of the funds was recommended 
I think by Mr. Emerson, who had 
charge of the funds. The Association 
suggested that this money should be 
paid out to these different objects . 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-! 
think I can throw a little light on the 
subject because with Col. Rendell, the 

HON. MR. WINTER :-Mr. Presi- Chief justice and one or two others I 
dent, I think that reading the Bill it- was a member of . the Committee who 
self will explain what it means. I beg had to do with some aspects of the 
to move the second reading. raisin,g of _the funds during war years 

The Bill was thereupon read a . for Hospital purposes. All the work 
· · second time and ordered to be sub- was done under the Red Cross and 

mitted to a Committee of the Whole the Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
..... 

which were two separate organiza-House on to-morrow. 
• 

HON. MR. WINTER~ laid upon the tions but joined for the more better j 
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carrying on of their similar purposes. 
After the capture of J er.usalem \ by· 
General Allenby's forces it was decid
ed to establish in Jerusalem a military 
hospital and the proposal was made 
by the Joint Committee of the Red 
Cross Association and the St. John 
Ambulance Association that all the 
Dominions should establish, and en
dow a bed for that hospital, a tablet 
to be placed at the ·head of the bed to 
show who was the contributor and the 
local organization decided that 1t 

would be a fit and proper · thing for 
Newfoundland to be represented with 
other portions of the Empire in such 
a fashion. It was made possible for 
the Colony to take this step beca11se 
at the close of the war there was a , 

, very substantial balance of the Cot 
Funds left. This was established in 
the early days . of the war, but after 
the tragedy of Beaumont Hamel it was 
found that hundreds of Newfound
landers had been wounded in that . 
fight and it \Vas necessary to provide 
hospital accommodation . for them. The 
feelin.g was universal here 1 that the 
occasion was such as to call for a 
special effort and that was made, and 

• 

was a phenomenal success, · the result 
being that it was rendered possible 
for the local or.ganization to authorize 
the principal body .in England to pr0-
vide accommodation for over 300 
wounded men at the cost of the New
f oundland organization. As apparent
ly this measure went through the 
Lower House without anything being 
given JJUblicity of the extent and 
splendid success of that effort, I 
thought it as well that something 
should go on record, and I took the 

y 

precaution to ask Mr. Emerson to give 
• me some figures, and I would be glad 

if they can be put on record now. As 
I said funds were sect1red as the re
sult of a call following the first of 
July, by which 307 cots were es tab-

• 

lished, 245 in England and 62 in 

France, and in recognition of the part 

played by our Na val Reservists, the 
precaution was taken of seeing that 
12 beds in the Naval Hospital at 
Southend were set apart · and main
tained as a Newfoundland · contribu
tion. Also one bed was provided in a 
Flying Corps Hospital, because we 
had a n11mber of our young men by 
that time enlisted in the Flying Corps. 
In 15 or 20 hospitals in England New
foundland beds were maintained dur
ing the war. When the approach of 
the end was seen it was decided then 
to divert some '· Of the money that was 
not necessary to . be expended in the 
Old Country any longer to the Con
valescent Hospital at Waterford Hall. 
Notwithstanding all that, a very re
markable effort · for a small Colony, 
the authorities found themselves when 
the war ended, with · this sum of $12,-
000 unexpended. The total contribu-

• 

tions amounted to rougl:!ly $13d,OOO, 
and at that rate there would have been 
$118,000 spent. It was decided then 
to use £1000 to establish this bed and 
endow it perpetually in Jerusalem and 
the distribution for local purposes was 
also made. Personally I think it a 
very satisfactory outcome, and while 
all will agree we need more hospital 
accommodation in this country at the 
present time, I am sure after this ex·· 
planation my hon. friend will feel . that 
this money has not been. misapplied in 
being assigned to the hospital a.t 
Jerusalem. I may say that $30QO of 
the money is to be utilized for outport 
hospitals to be regarded as War 
Memorial Hospitals. I understand 
there is already some talk of a hos
pital in Bonavista and no doubt they 
may be able to get some part of that. 
The Patriotic Fund will get $2000, and 
I only wish it was $20,000 as it js bad
ly needed. · . 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-! may say 
I am very much in accord with my 
hon. friend in regard to sending 
money to J er11salem at this time. This 

is an idea of idealists, and I ·have no 

-
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doubt the sentiment is correct, but 
there are many wounded soldiers now 

1 

needing and receiving treatment for 
which the taxpayers have. to pay. We 
have them at Sudbury Hospital, the 
Sanitarium and in the General Hos
pital, and I think under existing con
ditions this is a bad movement. There 
are not many Newfoundlanders who 
are going to see the cot 'in Jerusalem; 
I never expect to see it, but it makes 
me feel kind of good to see some one 
in the wor Id can make mistakes be
sides the Government. In the days of 

. Sir Patrick McGrath's camp.aign. ac
tivities this. would have been great 
stuff, but he has mellowed since then 
and is now prepared to accept this. 

HON. MR. TEMPLEMAN :-1 think 
it is a big mistake. I do not see why 
we who subscribed to this Cot Fund 
and had to pay out 6 and 8 and 10o/o 
for the mone)r and can't pay our bills 
to-day should send money to 1 J erusa
lem. They are well to do and are 
makin,g the most money to-day be
tween fire and one thing and another. 
People in the outports are dying by 
the hundreds and cannot get to the 
hospital in St. John's because there is 
no room. And still we are sending 
this money to Jerusalem. If the Brit
ish people with their wealth and their 
great surplus \\rant to do this,1 all right, 
but we are starving people in this 
country and people should realize it. 
It is only people ~ith new fangled no
tions who want to do this. I feel I 
cannot vote for this bill. Now we are 
told we have $'3000 for Newfoundland 
and $5000 for the Jews. What do we 
care for Jerusalem? I am sorry tu 
speak this way, but I do not see why 
people with these crazy ideas should 
be humored. I think it is absurd, 
ridiculous, a scandal and they are not 
f1t to h.ave charge of money at all. 

· HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-There 
are two or three misunderstandings 
about this. One with regard to the 
money. going to the Jews. That is not 

right. It goes to the Military Hospital 
for the benefit of the British soldiers 
there. .The next is that the amount 
we contributed in this country was 
anything like what w~s requi_red to 
meet the hospital demands in the Old 
Country for our own soldiers. Get 
that idea out of your minds. We did 
not do it; we could not do it. I have 
no special call to def end this but r 
believe that right is right. How we 
get an idea of what was represented 

I 

by hospital treatment in England by 
th·e fact that Canada, New Zealand 

. and Australia maintained their own 
hospitals in the British Isles. The 
Canadians paid every cent of every cot 
for maintenance or equipment .or any
thing else. 

I cannot see how this vote can be 
challenged because we have these 
needs. Suppose we kept the money, 
this five thousand dollars, how far 
would it go towards meeting these 
needs? After all, we went into this 

) 

War, this country as well as the . rest, 
to take our chances. We did the best 
we could and the British did the best 
they could. They carried the heaviest 
burden, ... however. It seems to me 
rather ungracious, though I recognize 
that those who have spoken different
ly have a right to their opinion. If it 
got abroad that we challenged this 
sort of contribution because we need
ed . the money . at home it would look 
as if we were not prepared to recog
nize all the work done on our behalf 
by the British people. 

HON. MR. TEMPLEMAN :-1 con
tend, Mr. President, that this money 
should be kept . for Newfoundland. I 
will not vote for the five thousand dol
lars to be sent to J errisalem. Is there 
a garrison there? Is any' blood being 
shed now in J eru~alem? It seems to 
me it is only to get the name of doing 
so and so for England. It is very lit
tle England cares about us. Sending 
money to Jerusalem to look after Jews, 
because of some fad or other. It is 

' 

, 
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absurd, ridiculous and scandalous 
when so many of our own people here 
cannot get hospital treatment. I do 
not agree with it at all. 

Committee rose and reported it had 
passed Bill without amendment. It 
was then ordered to be read a third 
time on to-morrow. . 

The House then went into Commit
tee on Bill ''An Act to amend the Law 
Society Acts.'' 

HON. MR. MURPHY in the Chair. 
HON. ,MR. TEMPLEMAN:-What 

does this Bill mean? I have a rou,gh 
idea. Is it to make it a little easier 
to make more lawyers. We have 
enough lawyers already. This Bill is 
another farce. We just see those Bills 
for a few minutes and are supposed to 
pass them right off. A few more 
school-boys want to become lawyers to 
make more trouble,-and this House 
has to pass this Bill good · or not. 

HON. MR. WINTER :-At present a 
law student has · to spend five years in 
a University, whereas according to 
this Bill, if he ·pass Senior A.A. here 
he will be excused the first year's 
University work. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-In 
other ords it makes it possible for 
bo.ys who cannot go away, whose cir
cumstances won't permit it, to get the 
same advantage without going. They 
formerly had the London Matriculation 
examination. The Senior A.A. is now 
to be substituted. I agree with my 
hon. friend that we. have too many 
lawyers. We should make it difficult 
to have any more in politics. In Can
ada now there is a well developed 
movement to eliminate lawyers frot.o 
politics. The farmers' organization 
·controls the Government of Ontario 
and Alberta and will probably control 
the Government of Manitoba when 
election takes place next Spring, and 
possibly the Gov.ernment of Saskat- ~ 

chewan when next election takes place. · 
No lawyers are connected with it. One 
lawyer acts as Attorney General-a 

• I man resigns so as to enable the par-
ticular lawyer chosen, to be elected. 

· He does the legal work. Whether we 
are goin.g to reach this state in 1 the 
near future is unknown. In some 
Australian states an Act is passed 
where a lawyer can act as Minister of 
Justice, and instead of Attorney Gen
eral legal help is obtained. We have 
at present in this country too many · 
lawyers in politics, this is not a critic
ism of this or of any Government 

' - they are all alike in this respect; one 
of our greatest drawbacks is the pre
valence of lawyers. Ordinary men can 
not do any business as a politician. 
The lawyer has everything so framed 
he can carry on his law business and 
anything he likes besides. The whole 
trend of feeling towards the .gents of 
the long robe is that they are trying to 
do the best they can for themselves:. 
This is probably true of all of us, but 
we do not manifest it to the same ex
tent. The only thing . to be said for 
this Bill ·is that it makes it possible 
for clever boys to get away into a pro
fession he could not otherwise do. I 
would not strenuously oppose it. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-This is a 
serious Bill. As a professional man I 
was subjected to the exams. of three 
University meeting exams. I could 
not get a degree without them. If Law 
and Medicine stand on the ·same foot
ing I think that lawyers should be put 
through a similar test to see if they 
really are lawyers or no. There is, it 
i.s tru.e a legal board here which passes 
reguilations to suit themselves. Any
one can fulfil these obligations, do 
what he likes and when he like. This 
is goin1g too far with the profession. 
At least I think the law student should 
pass the exams. of some University. 
Otherwise it would be similar to tak
ing a doctor's driver, one perhaps 
which he has had , for years, and set 
him an examination and if he passes 

set him loose on the public. There is 

no other way of becoming a lawyer 
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than by studying in some organization 
which is affiliated with an institution 
which teaches Law as one of its 
branches·, and let the student pass that 
University's examinations. 

Committee rase and reported having 
passed Bill without amendment. . It 
was then ordered to be read a third 

/ time on to-morrow. , 
The House then went into Commit

tee on Bill entitled ''An Act respecting 
the Sealfishery during the present 
year.'' 

On motion of HON. MR. WINTER 
this Bill was def erred. 

On tnotion of HON. MR. WINTER 
the ·Bill entitled ''An Act for the En
couragement of Shipbuilding'' was 
read a second time and ordered to be 
submitted to Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 

''An Act to Confirm a Contract be
tween the Government and the St 
Lawrence Timber Pulp and Steamship 
Co. Ltd.'' . 

HON. MR. \VINTER:-This Bill 
m·akes a concession to the St. La\\'
rence Timber, Pulp and Steamship Co. 
Ltd. Owing to financial stringency 
this Company has asked the Govern
ment for an extension of time to carry 
out contract. _... 

For the information of the House I 
shall read this letter written to the 
Colonial Secretary. (Letter read). 

I think under present conditions 
this is a reasonable concession. The 
Company has spent a large sum of 
money on the West Coast up to the 
present, and have received no returns. 
Only if those concessions be granted 
will they be able to carry on opera- . 
tions. 

I move that Bill be read a second 
time. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-! would 
ask to have this Bill deferred. After 
all that Bill belon,gs to the Depart
ment of which I am in charge and it 
is the first time I have heard the let
ter. It appears as if it is thought one 

Department won't receive requestc; 
kindly then. · All that is to be done is 
to skip off to another. This Company 
has not helped · out the unemployment . 
situation any. While we were keep-
ing Bonne Bay from starving by cut
ting pit props this Company with a 
huge capital was sitting down waiting 
for better times-doing nothing. I ask 
that Bill be def erred until the Depart
ment to which it belongs has an op- -
portunity of studying it .. 

On motion of HON. MR. WINTER 
the House adjourned till 5 p.m. to
morrow. 

. TUESDAY, April 4th, 1922. 
Pursuant to adjournment House met 

at 5 p.m. • 
HON. MR. WINTER :-Mr. Presi

dent, before coming to the Order of 
the Day I wish to state that the Gov
ernor has asked us to pass the Loan 
Bill-put it through in all its stages 
to-day, as well as the Bills contained 
in the Order of the Day. In order to 
do that we must get the consent of the 
Whole House before doing so. 

HON. SIR P. 1". McGRATH :-While 
expressing concurrence with the put
ting through of the Loan Bill. I con~ 
sider that the other · bills should wait 
and go through their regular stages. 
It would be a wiser policy to · single 
out ti1is Bill for royal assent to-mor
row. The others can wait. The idea 
with reference to Loan Bill is this: 
the Premier agreed that legislation 
would be completed by April 5th and 
to-day is the 4th. The Loan has to be 
gotten, and the legislation has to be 

• 
put th rough. It would be a risk to 
raise an objection. The other Bills 
might wait. The principle of putting 
them throu.gh under suspended rules 
is a bad one. If that practice becomes 
general we might as well let all Bills 
wait over until the last week and then 
rush them through under suspended 
rules. In the matter of the Loan Bill 
it is different. That 011ght to go 
through at this session. 
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HON. MR. WINTER :-Most of the 
Bills have been considered already. 
Two are to be read a third time thi~ 
afternoon and the others are at the 
Committee stage. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-This 
is a distinct method of dealing with 
Bills. While I do not object ·in this 
instance, still I consider it a bad pre
cedent. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-T\vo of 
the Bills on the Order of the Day are 
to be read a third time. I might say 
in relation to the discourse of yester
·day concerning our friends in J erusa
lem that the money was delivered in 
Jerusalem.. about a year ago, so all our 
talk was of no avail. 

' 

HON. MR. WINTER:-The idea of 
the Government was that as the Go\1 -

ernor was called here to-morrow if 
other Bills were put through, that is 
if there · were no objections, then he 
would give his assent to a number at 
the same time, rather than brin:g him 
over here · to assent to one Bill. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-That 
is the important thing. 

On motion of HON. MR. WINTER 
the ·Bill entitled ''An Act for the Dis
posal of Surplus Funds Collected r·or 
Hospital Cots'' was read a third time, 
passed, and ordered to be sent to the 
House of Assembly with a message ac
quainting them that this · House had 
passed same with out amendment. 

On motion of HON. MR. WINTER 
the · Bill ·entitled ''An Act to Amend 
the Law Society Acts'' was read a third 
time, passed, and ordered to be sent 
to the House of Assembly with a 
message acquainting them that this 
House had passed same without 
amend·ment. 

The House then went into Commit
tee of the . Whole on Bill ''An Act re
specting the Sealfishery during the 
present year.'' 

Hon. Mr.- Anderson in the Chair. 
HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH~-The 

amendment is ready. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-As I 
raised this point I shall explain what 
the idea of it is. The purpose of the 
Bill is to make it possible to practical-
ly do anything in connection with this 
season's operations, without rendering 
owners of the ships or crews liable to _ 
penalty for violation of the Act as on 
thy Statu~e Book. The phraseology of 
Section I, I . took exception to on the 
grounds that the Bill is intended as an 
Indemnity Bill and if this Bill were 
brought in in February before the 
steamers sailed for the fishery, it 
would have beet} all right but now that 
the fishery has started, to have a sec
tion i.n which time mentioned is 8 a.m. 
on the 10th of March, after the steam
ers are all out at the .fishery, is ab
surd. We took the point up ·with the 
law clerk, and he agreed that the 
phraseology was defective. The in .. 
demnity clause · inserted is· this:-· 
(Reads). 

-'fhe second section can stand as it 
• 

is, because the ships are still engaged 
in the conduct of the fishery. By tl1e 
substitution of this new section men
tioned it would seem as if the Bill 
ought to accomplish in proper fashion 
the intention for which it is designed. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-Is it intend
ed that sealskins only are to be per
mitted to be exported free of duty? 
There will be other seals captured in , 

the Colony besides those taken by the 
steamers. It seems to b~ f oily to make 
any invidious distinction. I assume 
that the skins to be e·xported free of 
duty are confined to those procured by 
the ships. 

HON. MR. WINTER :-The idea of 
putting this Bill throu,gh is to .make a 
concession to the owners of steamers. 

' 

The . owners asked for · concessions 

from the Government, , one of which 

was that they be released from the 
, I 

, export duty-that it be taken off the 

seals. It does not apply to any sea is 
killed during the year. It was to get 



• 
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the ship owners to send the ships to 
the ice. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-Might it be 
wise to make it clear that the Bill ap
plies to all skins taken this year. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-For 
tl1e sake of the few hundred skins it 
would involve it would hardly be worth 
while to prevent the people, mostly 
poor people, who have taken them 
from exporting them. The main point 
is that this was a concession given to 
the steamer owners when the venture 
did not seem to be a pro1nising one. 

HON. MR. BIS.HOP :-My point is 
that these few hundred skins which 
will be taken by people other than 
those in the steamers will be exported 
by the . sealing steamer owners, and 
they may be liable to a penalty if it is 
not covered. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-1 
wo11ld suggest that we cover it by hav-

• 

ing the last section read ''No export 
duty shall be payable in . respect of 
skins of seals taken during the pre
sent year.'' 

On motion the amendment was 
adopted. 

Committee rose and reported having 
passed the Bill with some amend
ments, and on motion, by the unani
mous consent of the House the 'Bill 
was then ·read a third time, passed, 
and ordered to be sent to the Hou1se 
of Assembly with a message that the 
Council had passed the same with an 
amendment. 

Committee on Bill ''An Act for the 
Encouragement of Shipbuilding.'' 

On motion the House resolved it
self into a Committee of the Whole 

• 
on this bill. 

Hon./ Mr. Milley in the chair. 
HON. SIR P. T~ McGRATH :-Mr. 

Chairman, section 3 is the section to 
which I ref erred a · day or two ago. 
Notice was. published in the newspa
pers by the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries setting forth that this bounty 
would be given to vessels the keels of 

which were laid after the 1st of Octo
ber, 1921, and that the operation of 
the Act would continue to the 1st of 
July, 1922. As a matter of fact, in the 
other House it was decided that it was 
undesirable to limit the Act to vessels 
whose keels should be laid . after the 
first of October last, and any vessels 
would be allowed. to come in the keels 
of which were laid within a reason
able period before that. It was ·also 
decided there that the period from the 
first of January to the 30th. day of 
June of this year would not be suffici
ent to induce many people to go into 
the bµilding of these vessels, and 
therefore a further extension to the 
first of July, 1923, was .decided upon. 
In view of that fact it would seem wise 
for us here to insist upon conformity 
with the original terms of the notice 
of the Minister. In fact, it appears to 
be imperative now to have the Bill go 
through as it stands. I understand 
it is very necessary to get a number 
of small vessels built, particularly for 
the Labrador industry, and that is the 
motive underlying this enactment. 
Therefore, so far 2.S I am concerned I 

' would withdraw the point I made when 
the Bill was before the House at the 
last sitting. -

On motion the Committee rose and 
reported havin,g passed the Bill with
out amendment, and on motion with 
the unanimous consent of the House 
the Bill was thereupon read a third 
time, passed, and ordered to be sent to 
the House of Assembly with a message 
informing th~ House that the Council 
had passed the same without amend
ment. 

Committee on Bill ''An Act to amend 
the Act Geo. V, Cap. 6, entitled 'An 
Act to Confirm a Contract between the 
Government and the St. Lawrence 
Timber, Pulp and ~teamship Co., 
Ltd.' '' .. 

On motion the House resolved itself 
into a c ·ommittee of the Whole on this 
Bill. Hon. Mr. Power in the Chair. 

• 
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HON. DR. CAMPBELL :-Mr. 
1 

Chairman, I may. say in explanation 
of this Bill that in 1920 the St. Law
rence Company bill was passed, under 
which certain parties who had timber 
lands by right of purchase in the 
vicinity of Bonne Bay undertook to 
build and operate a pulp mill of a cer
tain capacity. The financial depres
sion came on all over the world, and 
they found grea.t difficulty in raising 
the capital necessary. I asked the 
Bill to be held over because in that 
neighbourhood1 to supply labor we had 
to cut pitprops on Government ac
cou·nt, and it seemed to me ·that they 
should provide work for at least a 
small number of men. I saw the re
presentative of the Company, and I 
told him that this Bill was to extend 

. the period for . three years, and that · if 
we were ever going to get rid of our 
depression we would be free of it b)' 
then and would not be looking for 
avenues of employment. He told me 
that Mr. Armstrong was coming out 
here in the interests of the Company, 
and that they proposed to operate next 

' 

winter. Under these conditions I am 
• 

satisfi~d that the Bill go through. 

On motion the 1Com111ittee ·rose and 
reported havin.g passed the Bill with
out amendment, and on motion, with 
the unanimous consent of the House: 
the said Bill was then read a third 

·time, passed, and it was ordered that 
a message be sent to the Assembly in
forming that body that the Cou11cil 
had passed the same without amend
ment. 

Committee on Bill ''An Act for the 
Protection of Neglected, Dependent 
and Delinquent Children.'' 

On motion the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on this 
Bill. Hon. Mr. Milley in the Chair. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Mr. 
Chairman, when this Bill was before 
the House it was sent to a Select 
Committee. The Committee went over 
it with the Solicitor for the House and 

I 

• 

the Minister of Justice. Some trifling 
corrections wer~ made. On page 2, 
on the top, in the first line, the words 
''this part of'' should be stricken out. 
In section 2 on the same page on the 
third line, strike out ''probation'' and 
substitute ·''police.'' On page 3, sec
tion 3 a.s it now stands should be sec
tion 4, and section 4 should be 3. On 
page six there is a typographical error. 
The word '''of'' .should 1 be ~'or"' ;in 
section 6, second line. On page 8~ 
section 10, second line the three words 
''This part of'' should come out. On 
page 11, section 15., first line, and 
a:gain in the fourth line, these three 
words come out. On page 12, section 
3, in the last line, after the words ''of 
children'' the word ''or'' should go in. 
In the next section, se.~tion 18, before 
the words ''Industrial School'' the 

l 

words ''of an'' should go in. In the 
next line the word ''or'' is written in 
instead of ''for.'' These are all the 
alterations, and they are merely 
clerical and have no effect upon the 
working of the Bill. I therefore move 
that the Bill pass. 

Committee rose and reported having 
passed the Bill with some amend
ments, and on motion, with the un
animous consent of the House the 

' . 

Bill was thereupon read a third time, 
passed, and it was . ordered that a 
message be sent to the House of As
sembly inf ormi'ng that body that the 
Council had passed the same with 
some amendments. 

The Hon. the President read a com
munication from the House of Assem
bly informing the Council that that 
body had passed a Bill ''An Act · for 

• 
the Raising of a sum of money on the 
credit of the Colony for the General 
Purposes of the Colony'' in which it 

, 

, desired the concurrence of the Coun-
cil. 

On motion the said Bill was there
upon read a first time, and on niot1 >n 
with· the consent of the House it was 
read a second time. 
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On motion the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the 
said Bill. Hon. Mr. Murphy in the 
Chair. ... 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Mr. 
Chairman, I am not going to delay the 
House, but I merely want to call at
tention to a reference in the fifth para
graph that bonds would not be subjec 
to income taxation. This was a prac
tice introduced during the War, by 
every country in the world to induce 
·people to give their ·money for War 
purposes. The War is now over, and· 
if we cannot raise a loan four years 
after t?e War without this provision I 
thinl\: we ou;ght to realise that we are 
pretty near the end of our tether. I 
may say that in Canada two years ago 
they ended the idea of making the 
loans free of income taxation. I will 
not delay the House longer than to 
merely put myself on record in that 
regard. 

Committee rose and reported hav
ing passed the Bill without amend
ment, and on motion the said Bill was 
then read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to be sent to the House of 
Assembly with a message informing 
that body that the Council had passed 
the same without amendment. 

On motion the Council then ad
journed until Wednesday, April 5th~ 
at 4.00 otclock.· 

MONDAY, April 17th, 1.922. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Hon. the President read message 

from H.E. the Goyernor announcing 
tl1e appointment of Hons. Dr. Harris 
M. Mosdell, John Davey and Eli Dawe 
as Members of the Legislative C~oun

cil. 
HON. MR. SHEA:-It is my plea-

• 

sant duty this afternoon to present to 
this House· three gentlemen who have 
been appointed to seats in this Cham
ber, Hons. Dr. Mosdell, John Davey 
and Eli Dawe. I do not think it is 
necessary for me to pass any formal 

introduction so to speak of these gen
tlemen as they are all well known in 
this community, particularly Hon. Mr. 
Dawe who has occupied prom'nent 
positions in the public life of the. 

\ 
Colony for tbe past quarter t)f 

"\ 

century, and is now taking a seat here 
as some little reco.gnition of his ser
vices dur.ing that long period. Hons. 
Dr. Mosdell and Mr. Davey have not 
been so long in the public eye . but they 
are prominent members of this com
munity, and, I feel sure; will be ac
quisitions to tl1is House and of ma
terial benefit to the legislation of the 
country. I have much pleasure in in
trodttcing them and welcoming thern 
to · this House. · 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Once 
again, on behalf of Hon. W. J. Ellis, 
who if he were here wou'ld gladly un
dertake the tas~, I would like to add a 
word to the observations of the hon
gentleman in regard to our . three new 
members. It is a pleasure to have the 
vacancies filled, and it is a special 
p.leasure to have gentlemen so repre
sentative in their general capacitieb. 
It is no dispara;gement to the others 
to say we should all specially wel
come Hon. Eli Dawe, a gentleman \\yho 
for more than a . quarter of a centur~' 

has been connected with public life, 
and for a longer period than that was 
connected with the staple industry of 
the country. We .are fortunate in hav
ing men of his years and ripe experi
ence both as fishery operator and 
Government administrator to stren:gth-, 
en our debates in the important mat-
ters that will come before us. In an
other chamber I had opportunity for 
many years of observing the wide 
knowledge of Capt. Dawe as we then 
k11ew him brou,ght to the disc.;11ss1011 
of the public business in that House, 
and as years went by and he filled 
various governmental and executive 
positions it will be readily appreciated 

I . 

that he has knowledge that will be to 
the advantage of this chamber and 

• 

• 
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the consideration of the measures that 
will come before us. It is also a great 
pleasure I am sure to him that in the 
evening of life he is called upon to , 
tak~ part in the affairs of the co11ntry 
and he \vill in the future as in the 
past give of the fullest of his know
ledge. 

Of Mr. Davey who _comes fairly new 
to the public life of the Colony it will 
be sufficient to say he has been fully 
successful in his O\v·n line of work. · ar•d 
a man who has achieved that record 
cannot but be an acquisition to tl1is 

chamber. His activities . have · bee11 
more associated with civic and mttni-. 
cipal affairs than the governme.1t ~f 

the country, but I have no doubt · e 
will do his part in this chamber. Last 
year . it was tl1e good fortune of so1ne . . . 

of us as members of a Select Con1-
mi ttee dealing with municipal affairs 
to have Mr. Davey's special knowledge 

• 

as a contractor and I personally form
ed the impression that. Mr. Davey \1/as 
a .man whose opinio.ns were entitled 
to be considered as of special V<lluc. 
Of Dr. Mosdell I would say that it is 
a pleasure to me as a journalist almost 
the oldest in the active pursuit of 
newspaper work to find another intro
duced in this chamber. There are 
three of us here now, Mr. Mews, . Dr. 
Mosdell and myself, and I have no 
doubt that from the energy and abil~ty 
Dr. Mosdell has displayed in that pro
fession he will be of great help to t1s. 
In addition he brings here the know
ledge of a trained medical man which 
will be helpful to us in the considera
tion of any measure along those lines. 
Furthermore he brings the experience 
of a teacher in which he started his 
life work, anq I think we are f ortttn
ate in having a man of his knowle--lge 
added to our numbers. I am. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-I shoul .l' 11ke 
to add just a word of welcome to tl1ose 
gentlemen who are taking th ~ir se~ts 
for the first time, and to congratttlat,~ 

them on the honor that has 1Jeen con-• 

f erred upon them by the King. As 
has been said these gentlemen are 
well worthy of, the honor confe~ .. :·cd 
and it is quite unnecessary for m~ or 
any other member to enlarge upon 
what has been said. In conjunction 
with the other members of this House, 
I congratulate each of the new mem
bers present and extend to all of them 
a hearty welcome to this Chamber. 

HON. MR. . ANDERSON :-I as
sociate with the Hon. Mr. Bishop in 
extending to the new n1embers of this 
House my hearty welcome. 

HON. MR. PRESIDENT:-! join 
with the other members of this House 
in welcoming the new metnbers pre
sent to-day. I was .associated with the 
Hon. Mr. Dawe . over twenty years agl) 

I 

in the , Lower House. We were not as 
quiet over there as we are here. I \ 
hope my hon. friend won't bring any , 
of his old tricks here,. .. He pleads 
sometimes he does not hear every
thing. I associated with him as a 
member of the House of Assembly and 
also as a m_ember of the Executive 
Council, and I know he will be an ac
quisition to this Chamber. 

· Of the Hon. Mr. D~vey I have 
known him in business for years. He 
is a . man who has been a success and 
I am sure he also will be an acquisi
tion to this Chamber. 

Of Hon. Dr. Mosdell I do not know 
so much. I will say, however, we 
have not too much room for newspaper 
men, for having too many newspaper 
men is as bad as having too many law
yers. 

Now regarding the matter ref erred 
to by our senior member concerning 
the increase of pay-I don't know 
bow that will take. I know an import
ant commission which the Hon. Mr. 
·Bishop took part in for the last two 
or three years and for which he did 
not ask any fee. The three members 
of that Commission did not take an)1 

fees. I suppose if they did we should 
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not be able to stand in the country 
ju'st now. 

I hope the new members will be 
spared for many years to this Cham
ber. 

HON. MR. DAWE :-Mr. President, 
I am deeply grateful for the kind wel
come extended to myself and the other 
members by the Leader of the Opposi
tion and other members of this House. 
Especially am I thankful to the Hon. 
President, who has known me for 
many years in other branches of the 
legislature. He, of course, knows a 
good deal about my short-comings, 
which other members have not had an 
opportunity of knowing so far. 

I think that I do not deserve some 
of the things, some of the hon. mem
bers have been pleased to say. The 
Hon. Sir Patrick McGrath stated that 
I had some knowledge of the fisheries. 
I have had some practical knowledge, 
but as far as the theoretical part I 
have a great deal to lea"rn. If I can 
be of any service or benefit in this 
respect I shall be glad· , to give any 
ideas if I have them and will do ')O to 
the best of my ability. 

I thank you very sincerely for the 
hearty wishes you have been good 
enough to extend to me. 

HON. MR. DAVEY :-I thank you 
for the congratulations, accompanied 
with such ·good wishes, that you con
ferred upon me. In replying I can but 
say that I shall do my best in every 
way as far as I am able to be of ser
vice in this House, and shall do m)' 
duty in furthering to the greatest of 
my ability the best interests of the 
country. 

HON. DR. MOSDELL:-1 did not 
expect to say anything here this after
noon, in the first place because I un
derstood that it was against the tra
ditions of this Chamber, and in the 
next place I, being the youngest of 
the members newly appointed, and 
having a journalist's modesty for pub
lic speaking, thought I should not be 

called t1pon. I thank you for the kind 
welcome extended to me and to . the 
others just taking seats in this House. 

In reference to the inatter of pay· 
being increased, as f o·r myself and for 
the others taking their places here for 
the first time this afternoon, I feel 
that the novelty of the thing is suf
ficient and \Ve are willing to act for 
nothing. May be when we have been 
here for a/ long period, as long as 
some of tne other members, and it be
comes monotonous we shall need a lot 
of pay for sitting here then. 

I thank you for the very cordial wel
come given us by the members of this 
House. 

On motion of Hon. Mr._ Shea the 
House adjourned until Thursday next 
at 4 o'clock. 

THU1RSDAY, April 20th, 1922. 
Council met at 4 p.m. pursua11t to 

adjournment. . 
The Hon. the President read a com

munication from the House of Assem
bly informing the Council that they 
had passed the following Bills, name-

~Iy: 

A Bill ·''An Act to amend the Busi
ness Profits Tax Acts, 1917-1920.'' 

A Bill ''An Act to amend the Judi
cature Act.'' 

A Bill ''An Act to amend Cap. 85 of 
the Consolidated Statutes, entitled 'Of 
the Central and Harbour Grace Dis
tricts Courts'' 
in which they requested the concur-. . 
rence of the Council. 

On motion the said Bills were there
upon read a first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on to-morrow. 

Hon. Mr. Shea laid upon the table 
of the House report of the Newfound
land Patriotic Association. 

On motion the House then adjourn
ed until . Tues'day, April 25th, 1922, at 
4 p.m. 

TUESDAY, April 25th, 1922. 
Pursuant to adjournment the House 

met at 4 p.m. 

, 
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An Act to amend Cap. 85 of the 
Consolidated Statutes, entitled ''Of 
the .Central and Hr. Grace District 
Courts.'' 

HON. MR. SHEA :-Mr. President, 
in moving the ·second reading of this 
Bill, I would like to say that it has 
reference to the selection of juries to 
act for the Hr. Grace and Carbonear 

< 

Districts. Tbe juries are chosen ~t 

. pre~ent from within a radius of se·ven 
miles 1 of the Court House, and these 

• 

two districts a.re so closely adjoined 
that confusion results. In selecting 
juries for Carbonear sometimes men 
from Hr. Grace district are chose11 
and vice versa. This Bill is intro
dttced in order to avoid a continuance 
of this confusion. It is no\v proposed 
that Juries for Cartionear and for Hr. 

, 

Grace be chosen from the electors of 
I 

these respective districts so that tt1~ 

j11ries for Carbonear will consist of 
Carbonear men, the same applies to 
Hr. Grace. I would therefore ask for . 
the second reading of this Bill. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time and it \Vas ordered to be ref erre'd 
to a Committee of the Whole House • 

on to-morrow. 
On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the Bill 

respecting Central and Harbor Grace 
District Courts was read a seconcl 
time and ordered to be committed on 

' . 
to-morrow. 

Second reading of Business Profits 
Tax Amendment Bill. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-The· Profits Ta" 
Bill on 1917 expired on December 31, 
1918, but was revived by amendments 
and Profits Tax Bill of 1919 and 1920 .. 

I 

but doubts have arisen respecting the 
meaning of these amendments, and 
this legislation is to enable the Gov
ernment to collect the tax from parties 
disputing same. I would therefore , 
move the second reading . 

• 
HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-! de> 

not think anyone should object to this; 
I think it is a verYi proper bill. Of 
co11rse there are people who will ob-

ject to everthing, but I think a mea
sure of this kind should get the hearty 
support of the House. The only thing 
I do not understand is why it was not 
brought in last year instead of this. 
However. that is beside the point. 
The main thing is that in my judg
ment and in the judgment of the 
country I think the bill is one that 
should have the . una.nimous endorse
ment of the legislatttre because if one 
class of people are to pay taxes at1d 
another not then it is just as well we 
should put an end to that at once. 

The bill was read a second ·time and 
ordered to be committed on to-mor
row. 

Hon. President read a message from 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the bill entitled An Act to re
peal the Aerial Mail Service Act, 1919, 
in which they requested the concur
rence of the Council. 

On motion said bill was then read 
a first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on to-morrow. 

Hon. Mr. Shea tabled report of the 
C:ishier of the Savin.gs Bank for 1921 . . 

House then adjourned until Friday( 
next at four o'clock. 

FRIDAY, April 28th, 1921. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 
House went into C9mmittee on 

judicature Act Amendment ,,Bill, Hon. 
Mr. Cook in the Chair. 

Committee rose . and reported pro
gress and . asked leave to sit again. 

House went into Committee on the 
Central and Harbor Grace District 
Courts · Amendment Bill, Hon. Mr. 
Steer in the Chair. 
, On motion the House resolved it
self into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Bill ''An Act to .Amend the Busi
ness Profits Tax Acts, 1917-1920.'' 

.Hon. Mr. Davey in the Chair. 

HON. M~. SHEA:-Mr. Chairman, 
I explained when ' the Bill was before 
·the House on second readin:g what the 
purpose of this Bill was, namely, to 

' 
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keep the 1917 Act in force for the .col
lection of any moneys due on that ac
count. There appears to have been a 
doubt when the '1919-1920 Profits Tax 
Act was introduced whether it repeal
ed the 1917 Act, and people who would 
be liable to taxation under that Bill 
took advantage of the doubt and re
fused to pay the taxes that were call
ed for under the Bill. There is. no 
intention whatever on the part of the 
Government to claim any new powers 
under this Bill. It is merely intro
duced to put aside any d·oubts that 
may have arisen as to the validity of 
the 1917 Bill. Some one or two cases 
were taken advantage of, and it is in 
order to get over these difficulties that 
this legislat~on is enacted. As the 
honourable member stated the other 
day it would be very unfair to those 
w.ho have paid their taxes if others 
who had not paid were allowed to 
quibble and evade payment altogether. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Mr. 
Chairman; when this Bill was before 
the Committee I thought · I would like 
to call attention to an item in the 
''Tele·gram'' in reference to the In
come Tax. I think the argument in 
the item is an unsound one, and more
over wrongly based. I do not say that 

• 
the argument in the item is an un-, 

sound one, and. moreover wrongly 
based. I do not say that the writer 
deliberately misrepresented the Eng
lish position. The position in Eng
land with regard to allowance for pro~ 

I 

fits for three years was entirely differ-
ent from the position here. In Eng
land the Profits Tax was an Excess 
Profits Tax. In other words, when the 
War started and it became necessa'y 

. to get revenue in the Old Country a 
decision was reached to tax the excesb 
profits over the profits that were made 
by the fl rms in tfie ordinary course of 
business before the War. There was . 
also a second form of taxation intro-
duced. That was known as a levy on 

munitions, a tax on companies making 

munitions,. because of course they 
could not become liable to an excess 
profits tax because most of them were 
not in business before the War, and 
then there was the third form, income 
taxation. Now it is quite true that 
~.vithin the past year or t\vo firms in 
England tl1at have not made profits 
on the operations of the last three 
years have been exe1npted from pa\'
ing the\ taxation, and some money has 
been paid back, bl1t that is entirely 
different from what obtains here. The 
people v,rho claim exemption or clairr1s 
a remission of the mane)' paid do so 
qn the ground that they would two 

. years ago ,have been exempted. The 
plea was made last evening that it was 

• • 

a taxation on paper profits, but the 
profits were ~ot paper when the peo · 
ple ma~e the retur,ns to the Tax As
sessor. I assume that when they 
made these returns they were liable 
under the la\v to make the returns 
within three months after the end of 
the year. When the returns were 
made the profits could hardly be 
clain1ed to be paper profits, and I do 
not think the argument is sound that 
becau'se a wave of ct·epression has 

. overspread the country people who 
have ~vaded payment of thejr taxes 
should be allowed to escape while 
other people who paid their taxes 
when they were called upon should be 
obliged to see the money remain in 
the Treasury. I take it that the Gov
ernmen~ ha.s no intention of consider
ing an app~al like this because the 
logical answer is that the business 
people - should have the tax when i! 
became due, and now they have only 
themsel·ves to bla1ne if their prcfif is 
a paper profit . 

On motion the Committee rose and 
. . I 

reported having passed the Bill with-
out amendment, the said report w;1s 
·unanimously received, and the Bill or·
dered to ·ne read. a third time on t.>
morrow. 

Second reading of the Bill ''An Act 

' 

... 
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to repeal the Aerial Mail Service Act, 
1919.'' 

HON. MR. SHEA :-Mr. President 
this was a Bill passed in 1919 author
ising the Government of that day to 
make a contract with the Aircraft 
Manuf acturin.g Co., Ltd., of London. 
The contract has never been entered 
into, but the Ai"rcraf t Manuf acturi11£'. 
Co., Ltd., has since. gone into liquida
tion, and it was· considered advisable 
to ~"ipe this Bill off the Statute Book . 
That is the pttrpose of this Biil. 

On mopon the said Bill was there
upon read a second time, and ordered 
to be submitted to a Committee of the 
Whole House on· to-morrow. 

HON. MR. SHEA :-Mr. President, 
I be,g to lay upon the table of the 
House copy of the Censtts report for 
1921. I am advised that this is not 
complete, and that there are some 
further additions \Vhich are not very . 
material. 

On motion the House adjourned un
til Tuesday, May 2nq, at 4 p.m. 

TUESDAY, May 2nd, 1922. 
House met at 4 · p.m. pursuant to 

adjournment. 
On motion the Bill ''An Act to . 

amend Cap. 85 of the Consolidated 
Statutes, entitled 'Of the Central and 
Harbour Grace District Courts' ' was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered 
to be sent to the Ho·u·se of Assembly 
with a message that the Council had 
passed the same without ame11dment. 

On motion the Council resolved it
self into a Con1mittee of · the Whole 
on the Bill ''An Act to amend the 
Judicature Act.'' . 

Hon. Mr. Milley in the chair. 
HON. J\1R. SHEA :-Mr. Chairman, 

when this Bill was before the House a 
few days ago the Committee rose to 
rectify some two or three slight errors 
in the wording of the Bill, more or · 
less typo!graphical errors. ''Section 
62'' in Section 1 of the Bill is altered 
to ''Section 61,'' and there has been 
an addition made to the Bill since it . 

came to this House, the .amendment 
being more or less of a verbal nature 
and relating to the enforcement of 
claims . against the Government. In 
Section 169 of the Judicature Act the 

' 

word ''Council'' in the last line is 
stricken out and the words ''Effects of 
the Government'' substituted therefor. 
As · I have already' said, this applies 
merely to ·claims against the Govern
ment. There is some defect in this 
clause. We are desirous of making a 
chan.ge by substitutjng for the word 
''Council" the words ''effects of Gov
ernment.~' 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-This 
is the outcome of bad proof-reading 
on the part of those responsible. There 
are numerous errors of this kind be
ing discovered every day. \ This · par
ticular amendment is necessary be
cause as the clause stands now, it is 
notisensical. The word ''Council" 
should not be there at all. Strike of 
the word ''Council'' and substitute the 
words ''effects of Government'' and it 
will be all right. 

The Committee rose · and reported 
having passed the Bill with some 

. amendments. 
The report was then received and 

Bill ordered to be read a third time on 
to-morrow. 

The House then went into Commit
tee of the Whole on Bill entitled ''An 

; Act to repeal the Aerial Mail Service 
Act, 1919.'' 

Hon. Dr. Mosdell in the chair. 

HON. MR. SHEA :-As I have al
ready explained this is merely a Bill 
to cancel the authority of the original 
Bill. the Company with .whom con
tract was made have gone into liquida
tion, and it is necessary in conse
quence to annul the Bill-to wipe it 
off the ·Statute Book altogether. 

The Committee rose and 
having passed Bill without 
ment. -

reported 
amend-

Ordered that the Bill be read a third 
time to-1norrow . 
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On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the 
House adjourned until Friday next at 
4 p.m. 

FRIDAY, May 5th, 1922. 

· Pursuant to adjournment the House 
met at 4 p.m. 

Hon. Mr. Shea tabled Report of the 
Department of Militia, also report of 
the Postal and Telegraph Department 
for year endin.g June 30·, 1921. 

House then adjourned until Monday 
next at 4 p.m. 

-·--
On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the Bill MONDAY, May · 15th, 1922. 

entitled ''An Act to amend Chapter 83 House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to 
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third adjournment. 
Series) entitled 'The Judicatµre Act,''' Second reading of Bill entitled ''An 
was read a third t1me, passed, and or- Act further to amend Chapter 22 of 
dered to be sent to the House of As- the Consolidated Statutes entitled 'Of 
sembly with a message to the effect the Customs.''' 
that this. House had passed the same 1 HON. MR. SHEA:-Mr. P.resident, 
with some amendments. in moving the second reading of this 

The Bill entitled ''An Act to repeal Bill I would point out that the Bill 
the Aerial Afiail Service . Act, 1919," clearly states its object. It was intro
was read a third time, passed, and or- duced for the purpose of abolishing 
dered to be sent to the House of As- the practice of paying Customs duties 
sembly with a message to the effect by bond. { may say that this is a 
that this House had passed the same matter which was considered for 
without a.mendment. many years by former Governments. 

The ''Report of Government Railway and I am not aware of any other Brit
Commission, 1921,'' and ''Report of R. ish Colony \Vhere this cus~.om exists. 
C. Morgan, Esq., of Railway of New- Former Governments have considered 
foundland, 1922,'' were then tabled. the matter, with a view to abolishing 

The House adjourned until Tuesday this custom, but for one reason and 
next at 4 p.m. other it has been let go on. Within 

TUESDAY, May 9th, 1922. 

Hous.e met pursuant to adjournment. 
Hon. President read message from 

the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the accompanying Bill entitled 
Respecting War Pensions in which 
they requested concurrence of the 
Legislative Council; also Bills, An Act 
to amend Chap. 92 of the Consolidated 

' Statutes ·entitled of the . Customs, and 
An Act to amend Chap. 35 of the Con
solidated Statutes of the Postal and 
Tele:graph Services. Also a message 
that they had passed the a.mendment 
sent down in and upon the Bill sent 
up entitled Of the Judicature Ar~t, 

without amendment. 
On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the 

above Bills were then read a fi~st time 
and ordered to be read a second time 
on to-morrow. 

recent years matters have become so 
acute that the Government feels it is 
an imperative duty to put an end to 
this system of pa)ring duty, and while 
it is regrettable that just now when 
trade matters are somewhat depressed 
this accommodation should be with
drawn, they feel there is nother al
ternative to follow. Without any fur-· 
ther comment I leave it in the hands 
of the House, and would move the 
second reading. 

HON. SIR P. 1". McGRATH :-Mr. 
President, I have very much pleasure 
in seconding. this motion. I think it is 
a very desirable step. My only regret 
is that . it was not taken · a few years 
ago when the business community was 
better able to stand such · a change, 
but, on the other hand, it has been 
manifested that the tendency has been 
to abuse this concession, a concession 
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which I suppose need never have bee!i 
given, because if the people could not 
be financed through the Customs 
House they could just as easily get 
the advances throttgh their own bank
ers, but the tendency has been to 
abt1se thi~,, concession, with the result 
that according to information tabled in 
the Lower House during the present 
session a sum of between eighty and a 
hundred thousand dollars was due 011 

account of bonds within the current 
year, and I think altogether there was 

' due to the Colony within the past 
three years somethi'ng approaching ~ 

quarter of a million dollars. Of 
course, bonds are preferential and it · 
is possible from insolven\t estates for 
the Treasttry to recoup itself, but in 
view of that condition of affairs I. 
·think it is quite time that the Govern-
ment decided upon this step and that 
in fttture business people will finance 
their business without the assistance 
of the Customs House, which assist
ance they have been receiving in the . 
past. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-Mr. Presi
dent, I had1 hoped that when introduc
ing ·the second reading of this 'Bill the 
honourable leader of the Government 
would have given to the House some 
specific reason as to why the Govern
ment is taking this actiQn at the pre
sent time. The rule , has prevailed for 
many years that anyone importing 
goods the duty of whic-h amounted to 
$200.00 or more would pay by tender
ing to the Minister of Finance a duty 
bond, that bond bei g secured by a 

I 

preferential law against the man or 
' 

his estate and further secured by two 
guarantors. At this particular junc
ture in our trade and when depression 

I 

is as it is I' am unable to see any rea-
• 

son whatever why this action should 
be . taken at the present time. What
ever the merits or demerits of the 
system may be in the past, I can dis-

cover. no justifiable reason why this 

action should be taken at the present 

time, and before the closing of this 
sitting, Sir, I will ask the Leader of 
the Government to lay upon the table 
of the House on to-morrow a detailed 
statement qf duty bonds upon which 
losses have been sustained by the . ' Govern1nent during the past ten years, 
and I venture to state, Sir, that it will 
be found that the amount of losses as 

' 
compared with the amount of duty 
paid by duty bonds will be found to 
be practically infinitismal. Under the 
present conditions, Sir, it seems to me 
that it ou1ght to be the object of the 
Government to assist in every pos
sible way every person engaged in 
trade. It is to the advantage ·of the 
Government to assist those engaged in 
trade and to continue the use of duty 
bonds, and for more than one reason. 
It ' is within the knowledge of honour
able members that the importer ob
tained no monetary ad~.antage by the 
use of the bonds. , He has to pay six 
per cent interest for every day that 
the bond is running, and if the bond is 
not met at maturity, the six . per cent 
interest is still continued, and while 1t 
may be true, as the ·last speaker has 
said, that a considerable sum of money 
was unpaid at the end of the past 
year, and probably at the present day, 
still the Government is losing nothing; 
the interest is still going on, and I 
have yet to learn that there is a likeli
hood that the Government will lose 
anything upon the amount of duty 
bonds outstanding. As far as I am 
aware, every individual and every 
firm who may have duty bonds out
standin,g to-day have estates which 

. will realize at least enough to pay 
these duty bonds, which- are a first 
charge upon the estate. The Govern
ment, it seems to me, should be enu 
couraging the trade rather than hind
ering it, and it is manifestly hindering 
it to call off at the. present moment a 
privilege that has been accorded the 

trade for such a long time. But a . few 

years .ago the amount of duty upon 
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goods imported was no more than a 
quarter of what it is to-day upon an 
importation of the same size, and it is 
practically impossible for people in 
business to find money necessary to 
pay all charges, cost of the goods, 
freight, insurance, all of which have 
been greatly advanced, and also find 
the money for the taxes , imposed by 
the Government as they exist at the 

( 

present time, and it seems to me that 
unless there were some glarin,g cases 
or very serious losses in recent years, . ' 

the Government is not justified in dis-
continuing to the trade the privilege 
of paying duty by duty bonds. I have 
heard before to-day that some im
porters have abused the privilege ancl 
have imported goods, paying by duty 
bonds, and then to the disadvantage of 
others; selling · these goods at cost or 
less than cost, but, I submit, Sir, if 
that were argued now, which it has 
not been, it would not be a sufficient 
reason why the trade should be fur
ther hindered by · having the duty 
bonds discontinued on the first of J ul-y·. 
next. I do not propose dwelling fur
ther on the ·subject now, but I do, ,Sir, 
feel that it is an unnecessary hinder
ing of trade under existing conditions, 
for no justifia9le reason which has 
been made apparent, for these bonds 
to be discontinued. 

HON. MR. McNAMARA:-While 
the subject is before the chair I shoul1.i 
like to say a few words. I have known 
cases where this bond business has 
been flagrantly abused. It has hap
pened in the case of the importation 
of tobacco, and the same thing may 
occur in the case of sugar. 

I 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-A 
case of thi's kind occurred only last 
week. ' 

HON. MR. McNAMARA:-A com
modity has sometimes been under
q11oted and held at a lo·,ver margin. 
By means of bonds the importer has 

· the use of money for four \months and 
this money is often used to finance his 

' 

other business. There should be some 
limit to this, as it is against the best 
business interest. In other parts of 
the world the duty is payable in gold. 
I do not see why any difference should 
exist in Newfoundland. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-I may say by 
way. of explanation to Hon. Mr. Bishop 
that what has brou,ght this matter to 
a point, is the knowledge of the way 
these concessions have beeri grossly 
abused. Cases such as th.ose referred 
to by Hon. Mr. McNamara have come 
to the notice of the Government and 
the object is to put a stop to them. 
Cases which have cropped up have 
made it the imperative duty on t4e 

I , 

part of the Government to do this. 
There was no alternative. 

The Bill was then read a second. 
time and referred to Committee of the 
Whole House on to-morrow. 
. ''An Act to amend Chapter 35 of the 
Consolidated Statutes entitled 'Of the 
Postal and Telegraph Services.'' 

HON. MR. SHEA:-This Bill deals 
with the subject of increased postage. 
At present the postage is one cent per 
ounce and for letters three cents, in
cluding War Tax. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-What 
is the postage on le.tters to other p~rts 
of the world? 

HON. MR. SHEA:-To France it is 
six cents. From here to England or 
Canada is less than from England or 
Canada here. It is · proposed that a 
charge. of a half cent an ounce be . 
made on all periodicals sent by post 
by publishers (up to now sent free), 
and one cent on all received from 
general public. This will bring in a 
reven11e in the neighb<?urhood of $10,-
000.00. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time and ref erred to Committee of the 
Whole House on to-morrow. 

The following Bills · were then read 
a first time:-

''An Act for the Confirmation of an 
Agreement between the Government 
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and the Commercial Cable Company 
of New York.'' . ' . 

''An Act to amend Chapter 1 ~)8 of 
the Consolidated Statutes entitled 'Of 
the Protection of Animals.'.' 

''An Act to amend the Act 5, Geo~ 
V, Cap. 10, entitled 'An Act respecting 
Stamp Duties.' '' 

HON. MR. BISHOP:-! give notice 
that I shall on to-morrow ask t11e 

' 

Hon. the Leader of the Government to 
lay upon the table of the Hot1se a de
tailed account of the Duty Bonds up
on which the Department of Finance 
and Customs has sustain·ed loss t1pon 
from the year 1912 to the prese11t 
date; and to give the name of the per
son or firm who has defaulted; and. to 
state whether the guarantors upon the 
bonds were pursued for payment. 

On motion the House then ad
journed. 

WEDNESDAY, May 17th, 1922. 

Pursuant to adjournment the House 
met at 4 p.m. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-For the infor
mation of the members I may say that 
the req11est of the Hon. Mr. Bishop 
has been sent to the proper authori
ties, and I hope to have the answer 
ready in a few days. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the 
House went into Committee on Bill 

· entitled ''An Act further to amend 
Chapter 22 . of the Consolidated 
Statutes entitled 'Of the Customs.' '' 

Hon. Mr. McNamara in the chair. 
HON. MR. SHEA:-Pending the re

ply made by Hon. Mr. Bishop, I pro-
posed moving the House into Commit
tee on this Bill in order to put it 
throu,gh as far as possible. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-I 
would suggest that that section stand, 
seeing that it is the one to which the 
hon. gentlemen has taken exception. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-Mr. Chair- . 
man, it is not my object to def eat this 
Bill, but to examine and criticise it. 
The matter is important and I don't 

• , 

think it should pass through without 
as I suggest due consideration. More
over ·the question is pertinent to the 1 

subject matter of the Bill. 

There are matters in connection 
with the Finance Department and the 
payment of duties which are very im
portant. It is within , the knowledge of 
certain members of this House as well 
as to many outside, that the Govern
ment is losing year by year much 
money which ought to be collected 
and which is not-amounts which far 
and away exceed anything that can be 
lost, if there are losses, from the non
payment of Duty . Bonds. A firm in 
business, not a great many years here, 
lays itself out month by month to do 
the Customs, and not without the 
knowledge of the Customs is this done. 
It is an open secret. There was a case 
last year where an importer offered 
duty of a few dollars on a shipment of 
goods. Suspicion was aroused and the 

, goods were opened and examined. It 
was found that the duty payable was 
about $400.00. What happened? Were 
the goods confiscated and the .culprit 
brought before court? Nothing of the 
sort. The correct duty was taken from 
him and he was allowed to go free. 
This is not a solita.ry case. Many 
cases could be cited where the smug
gler is simply · given possession of 
goods on payment of right rate of 
dut)7• Invoices shown are 3 to 1. I 
may ~ay that a buyer of my own, on 
going to a house in New York, which 
was pushing goods, as an inducement 
to purchase was offered an · invoice of 
3 to l. He said 'What do you mean 
by 3 to 1 ?'' The answer was ''You 
buy $300 worth and we will give you 
it1voice for $100.'' And I do not 
hesitate to say it that the Customs are 
losing many thousands, year by year, 
.in this way, and the culprits are not 
being brought to justice. Why it is so 
I do not know. 

I am not expecting to def eat this 
Bill ~ I .do think, however, it ·is hardly 
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fair to be deprived of this privilege 
which we have had for many years. 
The importers, if this were allowed to 
pass may object, on the grounds that 
it may be thought by the public that 
every importer was a defaulter. As a 
matter of fact in the statement of the 
Government we shall find that there · 
are few Duty Bonds not paid. I may 
say here and now, this does not affect 
me so much as may be thought for I 
have never had a bond over due much 
less UlJpaid. There are, however, dur
ing the past two or three years con- . 
siderable amounts still unpaid but I 
have no doubt the concerns owing 
them will pay the same in full and in
terest thereon. 

HON. MR. , SHEA:-As I said be
fore, the object of the Government in 
bringing forward this Bill, was to stop 
what has been going on for some time 
-impositions. One example of fraud 
has already been given. These im
positions work under the present sys
tem, and for many years past this sort 
of thing has been on the increase. I 
say it is unfortunate that at this junc
ture it should be brought to bear on 
trade, but it is forced on the Govern
ment because of these impositions al
ready mentioned. People .' making use 
of the money of the bonds for four 
months,-people without large capital, 
-are induced to make purchases, 
which they otherwise would not be 
able to do but for the operation of 
bonds. With the checking of that iii. 
view, the Government brought in. this 
Bi11 now. I am not. desirous of f orc
ing the Bill beyond the Committee · 
stage this afternoon. I hope that the 
information required will be f orthcorr1-
ing in a few days. The Government 
must force this Bill to an issue. With 
regard to , Hon. Mr. Bishop's statement 
relating to duties unpaid I may say 

. that smuggling has been going on as 

long as there has been a Custom 

House,- and will continue to the end 

.of the chapter. Leniency' is. as old as 

/ 

., 

Meth11salah, but the Customs people 
should see to it that flesh should not 
be made of one and fish of another. 

I move the adoption of Section 1. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-Be
f ore the motion is put I would state 
that the principle of the Bill is the 
point at issue. In the matter of the 
defaulters on Duty Bonds, as the hon
gentleman opposite has stated, it 
would be found that the Colony ·would 
suffer no loss. In my recollection on
ly one case of serious defaulting has 
come under my notice, and in that case 
the Colony recovered property. But 
that is not the point. It put the Gov
ernment in the position of being . a 
bailiff, having . to colle·ct from insolvent 
estates. It is said that during the past 
two or three years that def au Its reach 
about one-quarter of a million dollars . .. 
The bond extends over a period of four 
months. At the expiration of that 
time people are unable to pay the 
amount, and in some cases the Bond 
is ' rene\ved. There is no renewal pro- · 
vided for and it is questionable if a 
case of that kind had gone into the 
law courts, whether the renewal would 
have ·. held good. Renewals are illegal. 
Bonds are allowed to def a ult, notices 
are sent out and ignored, no attention 
whatever is paid. The Government 
has to go after guarantors or signa
tories and note the development. The 
people who backed these bonds were .· 
men of straw, nothing Cfln be colle.cted 
from them. The Deputy Minister 
should be given instructions to the ef
fect that all persons backing bonds 
must be solvent. In some cases the 
Government had to collect bonds from 
insolvent estates, and then there was 
little or nothing left in these cases for 
the other creditors. A position such 
as this is not a desirable one for a 
Government to find itself in-a _bailiff 
collecting from insolvent estates. It is 
time · the practice is done away with. 

• 

It has been said the time is not op

portune, if it could have been avoided 
• 

• 
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it might have been delayed for a time 
but \Vith the present practices in vogue 
it is doubtful if the Government could 
resist. In this, as in other cases in 
the mind of the House at present, the 
sensible thing to do is to grasp the 
thing at the start. 

Committee on Bill Of the Customs 
rose, reported progress and asked 
leave to sit a.gain. .. 

House went into Committee on the 
Postal and Telegraph Bill. Hon. Capt. 
Dawe in the chair. 

HON. MR. MEWS:-Situated as I 
am, perhaps it is right I should · have 
a few words to say on this Bill. I am 
sorry the Government has seen fit to 
tax ne\vspapers any more than the)' 
are taxed. The tax does not seern 
very much, but in that way it is a . tax 
which cannot be passed on to the sub
scriber, and therefore becomes a tax 
on a business that does not contain 
the elements that will enable the pro
prietor or anyo e connected with them 
to pay.- I am sorry the Government 
has decided to tax an industry that 
should be made as free to the people 
as possible as people in the outports 
are now reading newspapers perhaps 
ten times more than they did a few 
years ago, and in many ways i.t has 
helped them in learning to read and 
acqttire educational advantages in a 
·much easier manner than they would 
otherwise. 1 feel convinced that the 
half ce-nt a pound will not give the 
Government any of the advantages 
that will be lost perhaps through this. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-I 
wonder if the hon. gentleman in 
charge is aware that in the Britist1 
Budget introduced the first of May the 
British Government decided it was a 
detrimental policy· to increase postage 
and have reduced it. The experience 
of every country has been that the 
higher the postal rates are put the 
greater is the reduction in the volume 
of matter carried and frequently there 
is an actual loss tho the rates are in-

creased. Therefore it wo11ld be de
sirable I fancy to keep as close a tab 
as possible on this experiment for the 
next twelve months to see if it is 
worth while. Still it ought to be re
membered that e\1ery a1gency should 
pay its proportion. The volume of 
newspapers now sent out is such as to 
form a substantial volume of the work 
of the Post Office, and has to be paid 
for accordingly. In Canada the same 
practice had to be adopted 7 or 8 years 
ago, and was adopted there because 
the cost of carrying this material was 
such that the ·Government in self ·de
fence had to get something out of it to 
pay towards the cost of the service 
and tl1e postage has been increaseci 
the second ~ime within the past three 
years. So that under the circum
stances it can hardly be pleaded that 
any substantial hardship is to be 
shown the newspapers !n imposin.g a 
tax of half a cent a pound here. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-It is really not 
so much the revenue but to get some 
funds to pay for delivery of this quan
tity of newspapers which has in
creased so much of late years; some
thing to pay for the extra labor. The 
estimated revenue supposed to be got 
from this source is about eight or nine 
thousand dollars. 

HON. MR. MEWS:-The extra lab
or is inc11rred on the newspapers 
which are bought here and sent to the 
outports by individuals and also by 
people who have advertisements i11 
them, and send them out to get free 
advertising. 

HON. DR. MOSDELL:-I wish to 
ask the hon. leader of the Govern
ment what interpretation is to be 
placed on the word ''newspapers?'' 
~he Committee rose and reported 

pro.gress and asked leave to sit again. 

On motion the Bill entitled Of the 

Protection of· Animals was read a 

second time and ordered to be com

mitted on to-morrow. 
/ 

• 
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Second reading of Stamp · Duties 
Bill. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-This Bill deals 
with the stamp tax now charged on 
telegraph messages within Newfound
land, and instead of the five cent 
stamp, the fee for the message is in
creased from 20 cents to 25 cents. 

Bill was read a second time, and or
dered to be committed on to-morrow. 

·on motion Bill relating to Recipro
cal Enforcement of Judgments, Orders 
and Awards in Newfoundland, etc., 
was read a second time and ordered tG 
be comn1itted on to-morrow. 

House then adjourned until Frida/ 
next at four o'clock. 

FRIDAY, May · 19th, 1922. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 
• 

House went into Committee on Bill 
entitled Of the Customs. I-Ion. .t'Vlr. 
Mewsi in the chair. . 

HON. MR. SHEA'.:-! have nothing 
more to add to what I have already 
said on the second reading, any more 
than we re,gret ·· we have to bring in 
this legislation. · It is more not to stop 
the loss of money but the confusion 

· and abuse of this accommodation, and 
it is time I think in the interest of all 
concerned to put an end to - this cus 
tom. As I have already said there is 
no colo11y under the Crown to-day 
where duties are. paid under bond. 

HON. MR. BISHOP ~-I do not feel 
·I can ~llow the remarks of · the hon. 
gentleman to pass. I think his state · 
ment is grossly inaccurate. I . have 
been connected with governments for 
years and have no knowledge of this 
abuse, and I think there is no warrant 
for such a swee.ping charge against 
the importers of this country as the 
hon. gentleman alle:ges. The fact that 
advantages have bee·n taken is no rea
son why the trade at . this particular 

· time is being penalized. Rather should 
they be encouraged to bring in goods 
and produce a revenue for the coun
try. It should be no har,dship on the 

• 

trade to withdraw from the provisions 
of the bill such articles as sugar and 
tobacco which have been ref erred to 
by the hon. gentleman. These articles 
can ·be put in bond and taken as re
quired. But hardware cannot be put 
in . bond, but has to be opened up and 
placed on the shelves and perhaps 
given out on short or long credit. 
Whatever the motive of the Govern
ment may be in bringing in this bill at 
present it seems hardly fair I submit 
to assert that the custom has been 
f o_und to be so iniquito~s that it is time 

· to put a stop to it. It will be shown 
when the figures come before this 
House, if they do, that -the losses will 
be so little as not being worth re
f erring to. 

HON. MR. McNAMARA:-! do not 
see any reason for altering the views 
I hav'e already expressed . on this Bill, 
and I can go back since before the fire 

, I 

and point out some cases of mean ad-
vantages of this being taken by some 
people so much so that people trying 
to do a legitimate business co11ld ~ard · 
ly do so with profit. I knO,l/ of one case 
in p~rticular where a concern in St. 
John's of poor financial standing made 
a bond and had two guarantors. worse 
off than themselves. This bond was 
completed and taken at the Custom 
House without demur, and the same 
three men if they applied to the bank 
for a loan would not get it, and why· 
should the Treasury finance these peo
ple in their business. Then again 
these people importing goods of a 

· high rate of duty use the Government 
to finance their business. I go further 
and say if the trade had not had all 
the facilities they had the past few 
years, that is if the b.onds were abol
ished earlier there would not have 
been such heavy stocks· and conse-

, 

quent losses. The facilities tl:iey· .got 
enabled them to gamble and import 
large stocks. I .believe they ~hould be 
abolished and put all on the same foot
ing. The man \vithout any rating at 

/ 
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all can go down and sign a bond and 
get his goods in for four months. 
Then Hon. Mr. Bishop refers to ware
housing. I do not see why dry goods 
cannot be put into warehouse. It is 
only a question of putting up a parti
tion and getting a lock on it. Why we 
have goods in bonded warehouse now. 
There appears to be no limit to these 
bonds, and there should be. I was 
rather interested in Hon. Mr. Bishop's 
reference to three in one. . Of course 
we have all heard of two in one, but 
not three in one. I think that would 
be a simple matter to prevent, by hav
ing an official in the United States and 
have him certify all invoices. I do not 
think this would cost the country any
thing Qecause he could charge a fee 
for certifying these invoices. In the 
meantime · I give this Bill my hearty· 
s11pport. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Be
fore passing this Bill I wish to say a 
few words more. There has been some 
comment in the press because I said 
some men going on bonds were men 
of straw. .I said nothing of the kind. 
I said some people induced men of 
straw to go on these bonds and then 
the Government could not get any
thing from the guarantors and I would 
add that I am informed that 11 years 
ago the Board of Trade set on foot a 
movement abolishing Custom House 

I 

Bonds and the information given me 
was that the movement would have 

· probably gone through but for one 
gentleman who is no longer with us 
resisting it very strongly presumably 
because he was in the habit of giving 
large bonds himself. Within two or 
three years his business was insolvent 
and had to be closed up. The pity is 
that this thing was not_ done years ago 
but the abuse of the practice within 
recent years is in my opinion ample 
justification for the step the Govern
ment has now taken. I submit that 
the fact that at a period of last year 

there were bonds overdue of nearly a 

quarter of a million dollars is suffici
ent justification for the Government 
taking this step. I admit that the most 
of this money has been recovered but 
it has been recovered mostly from in .. 

• 

solvent estates, and I submit that the 
Government should not have to go to 
insolvents to recover monies which 
should have been in duties in the 
usual way . Last year people got into 
the habit of handing in cheques to the 
Custom House without any bonds be
hind them, and finally the Government 
in self defence was oblige'd to enact a 
law which created a hardship on legiti
mate traders, by which every · cheque 
put in must be certified. If it was ne
cessary for the Government to do that 
then, surely. it is equally right for the 
Government to protect itself now be
cause the same process would be ap
plied to get the money which these 
cheques were supposed to represent. 
That is to say, if a cheque were found 
to be no good the Government would 
go after the man's property, but it is 
not, I think, a desirable position for 
the Government to be in. The Gov
ernment would have to be the first . 
person to put a man into insolvency, 
and naturally no Government would 
want to do that. We know of our own 
knowledge-and it is unnecessary for 
me to ref er to it more definitely-that 
there have been cases where this prac
tice of giving bonds for Customs 
duties and then defaulting on them has 
run up to the tune of forty or fifty 
thousand dollars for a single firm, 
while other people are trying to do a 
legitimate business without any such 
abuse of a law which was never in
tended for such purposes. For all 
these reasons, Mr. Chairman, I am in
clined to think that the Government 
has taken a wise step, although it may 
seem a little hard at present, but in 
the long run it will be to the benefit 
of the trade as well as the Treasury. 

On motion the Committee rose and 

reported the Bill having passed the 
, 
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Committee without amendment, and it 
was ordered to be read a . third time on 
to-morrow. 

On motion the House resolved itself 
into· a Committee of the Whole on the 
Bill ''An Act to amend Chapter· 35 of 
the Consolidated Statutes entitled 'Of 
the Postal and Telegraph Service.' '' 
Ho.n. Mr. Dawe in the chair. 

HQN. MR. SHEA:-Mr. Chairman, 
when this Bill was before the House 
at last sitting it was suggested that 
Section 2 be held over for some . fur
ther amendments or additions or al- r 

' 

terations. It is now su.ggested that the 
section read ''posted by the office of 
the newsp·aper owning and publishing. 
the same.'' That would get over the 
difficulty about which we spoke the 
other evening. 

graphs, photographs wne11 not on 
glass or in cases containiug glass; 
sheet music, whether printt:~d or writ
ten; documents, wholly or partly print
ed or written, such as deeds, insur
ance policies, or · other documents of 
like nature; packages of seed, cuttings, 
bulbs, roots, scions or grafrs, patterns 
or samples of goods or merchandize · 

' also eye-glasses, miscroscopic slides, 
and spectacle.s, when properly put up.'' 
It seems to me that practically every·
thing that could be sent out by post 
will become liable to postage either as 
a newspaper or periodical or under 
this section which covers books or 
other printed matter. Therefore, Mr. 
Chairman, I do not think it is neces-

• 

sary to amend this Bill at all.. I sug-
gest that it be let stand as it is, and 
then if we find after a year's experi
ence that there are any evasions of the 
law, a bill could be brought in to cure 
it. 

HON. DR. MOSDELL:-Mr. Chair
ma·n. I do not see how the propos~d 
amendment would do' any harm, and it 
might . do good. I speak as a repre
sentative of a publishing house, and I 
see how ·this Bill is going to mean a 
lot of worry in dealing with applic~

tions from people who get · matter 
printed and want it sent at newspaper 
rates. I do not see how the amend
ment would decrease the value of the 
Bill, and I think it is going to increase 
it. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-1 think I agree 
with Hon. Dr. Mosdell. I do not think 
that the amendment can do · any harm, 
and , I suggest that it be put in. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-1 do 
not think, Mr. Chairman, that that will 
cover it, becaus~ I would point out to 
the ·gentleman who is responsible for 
the amendment that the newspaper 
does not own the paper going out. It 
is the man to whom it is addressed 
that owns the paper. The d{!finition 
of ''newspaper'' is in Section 23 of the 
Act: ''Any newspaper or periodical 
must be known and irecognized as a 
newspaper or periodic~! in tlie gener
ally received sense of the terms, and 
be published regularly at intervals of 
not m.ore than one month.'' Now that 
disposes of newspapers and periodi
cals·. I do not think that we could 
make it clearer than that. Now as to 
other matter that might be sent out. I 
think that is covered under Section 25 
by which provision is made that the 
following articles shall be liable to 
postage of one cent per two ounces or 
fraction thereof, viz.: Books, pamph
lets, occasional public·ations'' (which I 
1think would properly include adver
tising publications) ''printed circulars, 

On motion the Committee rose and 
reported having passed the Bill with 
some amendment, and on motion ~ it 

. was ordered to be read a third time on 

· prices current, handbills, book and 
newspaper manuscript, printers' proof 
sheets, whether corrected or not, maps, 
prints, drawings, engravings, 1 litho-

to-morrow. 

. On motion the House resol<red itself 

into a Committee of the Whole on the 

Bill ''An Act to amend Chapter 108 

of the Consolidated Statutes entitled 

• 
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'Of the Protection of Animals .. ' '' 
• 

Hon. Mr. Steer in the chair. 
HON. MR. SHEA:-As I have al

ready said, Mr. Chairman, this Bill 
originally came from the ''Society for 
the protection of Animals.'' Coming 
from such a body I am sure it will 
receive consideration and attention 
from this. House, as it did in the 
lower branch of the Legislature. The 
ladies and gentlemen interested in this 
work deserve all the encouragement 
they can .get, and they are asking for 
the enactment of this legislation. I 
move the first section. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-I would like 
to ask the .gentleman in charge 
whether this relates to local vessels. 

HON. MR. SHEA :_:_All vessels. 
HON. MR. BISHOP:-It does not 

very often occur, but it does more or 
less in the year that horses and other 
cattle are brought from the 1 outports 
iIJ. schooners of very large size, but 
still without hatchways of the dimen
sions set forth here. 

HON. MR. WINTER:-The Bill on
ly applies to the number of ten. · 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-I 
have no doubt that many of the hon
ourable gentlemen have crossed fron1 
·North Sydney to Port ~ux Basques 
with a number of cattle on deck, but 
without enclosures as set forth in this 
bill, and if there is a provision like 
that I do not see how we are going to 
get animals into the country at all. A 
great deal of the cattle that we get 
here are brought across by the Kyle, 
and brought over without any cover
ing. The captain usually chooses a 
good night. Sometimes he is a little 
astray in his calculations and one or 
two die. I do not say that there 
should be no coverings, but the other 
side is that if we are too strict it will 
not pay people to bring ca'.ttle into the 
country. ' 

HON. MR. COOK :-I am not quite 
positive, but I think all ships that take 

• 

cattle from any port in the Dominion 
of Canada are examined to see that 
sufficient protection is given before 
the ship is allowed to leave. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-Mr. Chairman, 
I think the Society that asked us to 
pass this Bill is erring on the right 
side if it is erring at all in being very 
strict. So far as local conditions are 
concerned, it will be quite allowable to 
carry two or three on deck. I think 
the strict rule the best. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-But 
there \vould be no objection to letting 
the Bill stand? 

On motion the Committee rose, re
ported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

On motion the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the 
Bill ''An Act to amend the Act 5 Geo. 
V. Cap 10, entitled 'An Act .respecting 
Stamp Duties.''' Hon. ~· Mr. Milley in 
the Chair. 

On motion the Committee. rose, and 
reported having passed the Bill with
out amendment. The report was re
ceived, a~d the Bill ordered to be read 
a third time on to-morrow. 

On motion the House resolved it
self into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Bill ''An Act to Facilitate the Re
ciprocal Enforcement of Judgments, 
Orders and Awards in Newfoundland 
and other parts of His Majesty's Do
minions.'' . Hon. Mr. Murphy in the 
Chair. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-As I have al
ready said, Mr. Chairman, this is 
purely a legal Bill. It is to enable 
jud.gments · taken in · any Superior 
Court in the British Empire to be re.g
istered here without the necessity of 
a new action, st1bj ect to the provisions 
of tlie Bill. I beg to move the first 
section. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-The 
question has been asked as to whether 
under first amendment it .would be 
possible for awards to be pronounced 
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outside the Colony, judgment against 
awards given inside the Colony, and 
to collect on that judgment. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-If any action 
that may arise after the passing ·of 
this Act application m11st be made to 
our Supreme Court within a certain 
time after date of judgment-twelve 
months or as long as the Court al
lows. So it would seem that business 
concerns here are fairly well protect
ed. At the same time the point has 
been· raised and it might be well for 
the hon. gentleman to gather some in
formation concerning it before the 
Bill has been read a third time. 

HON. SIR P. T. ·McGRATH:
Shottld judgment given in the Colony 
against a fishing firm be considered 
unjust, and application be made jn 
Canada to have that judgment cor1-
tested, how would this effect the local 

I 

firm? Before this passes its third 
reading I shall have something more 
to say about this. It is not important 
enough now to delay the readin.g of 
the Bill. 

The Bill was then passed without 
an amendment, and ordered to be read 
a third time on to-morrow. 

''An Act respecting War Pensions.'·' 

HON. MR. SHEA:-This Bill can
cels all previous legislations in respect 
to war· pensions, and has been framed 
in accord with the policy of both 
political parties-Government and . Op
position. By it gratuities to soldiers 

, and sailors are to be put as far as 
possible on the same basis as in our 
neighbour-Canada. Major Parsons 
was asked by the Prime Minister to 
visit the Dominion of Canada special!)' 
to take up this question with the 
military authorities there. This Bill 
is practically the result of his two 
visits. It is a copy of the Canadian 
Act except for several modifications 
which were made to suit local condi
tions here. The present charge is 
$711,000 and it is estimated that the 

pensions to soldiers and sailors will be 
' 

in _ the neighbourhood of three-quarters 
of a million dollars. The details will 
be discussed by the hon. members 
when the House goes into Committee. 
In the meantime I would ask for the 
second reading of this Bill. 

I 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-! 
shou'ld like to ask if we could have a 
copy of the Report of the Pension 
Board, if it has not already been pre
sented. 
~ON. MR. SHEA:-What report do 

you mean? 
HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-The 

annual report. Every government de-, 

' partment is supposed to make a report 
annually. I have some observations 
to make on this Bill-the principal of 
which I am in accord with. I have 
some data collected which I shall re
serve, however, until the Committee 
stage. I did not think that the second 
reading would come up this afternoon. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time and ordered that it be referred to 
Committee of the Whole House on to
morrow. 

. The second reading of Bill entitled 
''An Act for the Confirmation of an 
Agreement between the .Government 
and the Commercial Cable Company 
of New York'' was def erred. 

The following Bills were then read 
a first time: 

A Bill entitled ''An Act for the Con
firmation of an Agreement between 
the Government and the Commercial 
Cable Company of New York.'' 

A Bill entitled ''An Act for the more 
effectual transfer of certain properties 
to the Roman Catholic Episcopal Cor
poration of St. John's.'' 

House adjo11rned until Tuesday at 
4 p.m. 

I 

TUESDAY, May 23rd, 1922. 
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to 

adjournment. 

On motion the Bill entitled ''An Act 
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further to amend Chapter 35 of tl1e 
Consolidated( Statutes entitled 'Of tr1e 

I 

Postal and Telegraph Services' '' ·was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered 
to be sent to the House of Assembl}~ 
with a message informing that House 
that the Council had passed the same 
with some amendments. 

On motion the Bill entitled ''An Act 
to amend the Act 5 Geo. V. Cap 10 
entitled 'An Act respecting Stamp 
Duties' '' was read a third time, pass
ed, 'and ordered to be sent to the 
House of Assembly with a message 
informing that House that the Coun
cil had passed the same without 
amendments. 

On motion the Bill entitled ''An Act 
to facilitate the Reciprocal Enforce
ment of Judgments, Orders and 

I 

Awards in Newfoundland and other 
parts of His Majesty's Dominions'' 
was read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to be sent to the House of 
Assembly with a message inf or ming 
that House that the Council had pass
ed the same without amendment. 

On motion the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the 
Bill ''An Act to amend Chapter 108 of 
the Consolidated Statutes entitled 'Of 
the Protection of Animals.' '' Hon. 
Mr. Cook in the Chair. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-Mr. Chairman, 
when this Bill was before the House 
.at last sitting the Committee rose af
ter discussing the greater portion of 
the Bill to get further particulars with 
respect to subsection ''21'' of Section 
2. It was contended that there might 
be some inconvenience and that it 
might interfere with local conditions 
if any change were made. I may say 
that this Bill was before the Select 

• 

Committee in the Lower Hou·se and 
the section was made to apply to onl}~ 

ten hea'd of cattle · so· that it might ap
ply more particularly to outside ves
sels carrying cattle, and if animals 
·are brought down here in local craft 

in small quantities the least that could 
be expected was that they would have 
decent hatch accommodations, the 

I 

Society being informed that in some 
cases where cattle were brought down 
there was a difficulty in getting them 
out, because of the size of the hatch, 
and they were pulled out in a most . . 

cruel manner. The other clause ap-
• 

plies to the carrying of cattle in the 
fall of the year. I do not think it im
poses any hardship upon anyone in 
that if people are carrying cattle 
f rorri the first of October to the last 
of May the least they can do is to 5ee 

I 

that the animals are protected f ro1u 
the sea to some extent. Our people 

l are proverbially, I think, cruel in 
carrying cattle, and I think the Society 
is doing a !good work in looking around 

r 

to see that when they are carried the 
l~ast they can do is to see that get all 
the comfort they can. I ~would, the re
fore, be,g to move the adoption of the 
third clause. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-Mr. 
Chairman, before the motion is put I 
would like to say that, as I suggested 
here at last sitting, my experience, 
and I think the experience of others in 
travelling on the Bruce or Kyle was 
that cattle were carried on deck. I 
took the opportunity on the arrival of 
the Kyle yesterday to elicit some in
formation on the subject, and find that 
it is ' the practice to carry cattle on 
deck. Of course they cannot be car
ried below deck because they would 
die for want of air. The practice is 
to enclose them in improvised pounds 
or ~ompartments made by settin.g up 
standards with a space between them 
and putting heavy planks in between. 
Some years ago people were more in
different or regardless of the loss 
which· would . follow, and great risks 
were taken. The steamers put out 
from North Sydney in doubtful 
weather, and as a result very of ten the 
cattle perished of exposure or were so 

• 
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injured that they died, and the same 
thing was true of hprses. A person 
who had served on the Kyle said he 
had on many occasions seen several 
fine horses trampled to death. Of late 
years greater precautions have been 
taken. That is to say, the captain will 
not take· them on board the steamer 
unless he is fairly sure of making a 
good run. Of course, there are times 
when his judgment is in error. Upon 
my putting the proposal to my in
formant he said. he thought that the 
period from the last of May to the 1st 
of October · was too short, that it ou·ght 
to be extended somewhat more in the 
spring and for two or three weeks in 
the fall. It is impossible for the Kyle 
to get in and out of North Sydney 

· much before the first week of May 
and between the fl rst of May and the 
end of May there was very little 
rough weather likely to be met, and 
the natural precautions which the cap
tain would take would prevent any 
serious risk. Similarly he thought the 
period ought to be extended to the 
last of October under the same con
ditions. Now I do not want to move 
that the section be struck out because 
I am in sympathy with the principle of 
it. On the other hand, it must be re
membered that every dollar that will 
be involved in the way of extra 
freight or in· the way of extra precau-

• • • tions is going to mean an increase 1n 
the cost of fresh meat to the people of 
the country, and while we are as de
sirous as the other House ·or as the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals to see that no undue or 
harsh treatment is imposed on them, 
still I think we ought not to overlook 
the fact that if we impose burdens 
that are excessive on butchers an.d 

. others who are importing these cat

. tle, we have to pay for it _in another 
way. I su,ggest, ·Mr, Chairman, that 
we make the time from the fl rst of 
May up to the last of October. 

HON. MR. DAWE:-Mr. Chairman, 
I am of the opinion that if this Bill 
passes it is likely to mean a great deal 
of hardship. I do not mean with re
ference only to bringing cattle into the 
country, but also in carrying cattle 
coastwards. Now I undertake to sav 

• 

that of the vessels of the country en-
ga,ged ·in trading there is not twenty 
per cent that have natchways as large 
as that set forth, and the section 
would mean that if a man took cattle 
to Portugal Cove he could not carry 
them to Bell . Island without con
structing a house to put them in. I 

• 

think that that would be a very great 
hardship, and there would be very lit
tle risk of hardship in taking animals 

' a short distance. · At all events I 
should like to know a .good and suf
ficient reason that recourse to such 
drastic measures should be necessary. 
I don't suppose there would be one 
vessel which would have a hatch 9 ft. 
x 7 feet. I don't see why that pro
vision is made. I can readily under
stand that a large hatchway would be 
necessary when they are brought up 
by a steam winch, but as for taki11g 
animals out of hatch of schooner by 
tackle it is entirely unnecessar . . It 
·would be an inconvenience for the or
dinary schooner to have a hatch of 
that size. I don't think there is much 
danger in carrying animals from any
where on the mainland or to Bell 
Island. I have often seen then1 
brought from St. John's to Conception 
Bay. They can be protected from the 
rain or water by covering, without the 
expense of building a place to put 
them in. The building would cost · 
more . than the freight. I should like 
to know if there is .good and sufficient 
reason for such a drastic measure. 

• • 
HON. MR. COOK:-! quite agree 

with the remarks of the Hon. Sir P. 
T. McGrath and Hon. Mr. Dawe. The 

• 
most of our cattle imported comes 
from Trepassey and St. Mary's Bay 

• 
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and is not a very large kind. In the 
case of cattle coming from that part 
of the country the d-ifficulty would be 
to get a vessel with a hatch the re
quired size. The cattle then wol!ld 
have to be driven to a place where 
they could be shipped by train. I 
quite agree with Hon. Sir P. T. Mc
Grath that if the section was altered to 
read the 1st of May to the last day of 
October it would cover the bill. In 
the month of May cattle are · usually 
shipped. If you have to build houses 
and boxes, naturally a greater charge 
will have to be made on freight of 
animals and eventually the consumer 
.will have to pay. 

HON .. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-I 
have information to the effect that 
this Bill was largely introduced be
cause of a shipment of cattle which 
came by the Sable Island recently. 

' The cattle were very much knocked 
about, some had legs broken and one 
died from effects of voyage. Here is 
another rcase. Some cattle were im-. 
ported and because the space in which 
they were put was so inadequate they 
had to be taken out head first. Per
haps the latter case is not as stro11g 
as the former, but it is clear what 

· happened in the first instance. The 
weather was rough and the animals 
suffered greatly. The mere fact that 
one such case has occurred is hardly 
an argument for making a bad law. ' 
In regard to the point made by Hon. 
Capt. \Dawe, it must . be remembered 
that in small crafts unless there are 
ten or m.ore head of cattle on board, 
this does ·not apply, and therefore 
would not effect local vessels. 

I 

HON. MR. COOK:-It is unneces-
sary to have hatch that size for local 
stock. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-The law onlv • 

applies as far as the number ten or 
more are concerned. 

HON. MR. COOK:-Take one in
stance. A number of cattle comes 

here from St. Mary's when the 
schooners come here in the Spring and . . . 

Fall. If, cattle are not permitted tc) 

come in those they will have to be 
sent by train. If they are sent by 
train it is a hardship on the owners 
of the vessels. It would take up a 
great deal of the profit. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:
There are rarely ten or more in such 
cases. 

HON. MR .. SHEA:-As far as the 
second clause is concerned my con
tention is that if they ··bring cattle 
here, the least they cat) do is to get 
all the protection that these schooners 
can give. They should be protected 
from th_e sea and rough weather and 
trouble of that kind. As hon. member 
has said in relation to the case of the 
Sab.le Island if the weather were fine 
all ~ould be right but if heavy 
weather were· encounter.ed ail would 
be wrong. 

HON. MR. COOK:-Has not any 
vessel carrying live stock to be pro
perly inspected? 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-As 
other members who have travelled by 
the Kyle will have noticed, the cattle 
brought over are ranged a~out the 
deck. The water comes over them and 
they suffer otherwise from rough 
weather. This sort of thing is grow
ing less. I remember the last time I 
came across the captain left a ship
ment of cattle behind as it was too 
dangerous to bring them, so they were 
brough1 over the next time the ship 
came. So . there is reasonable protec .. 
tion on that route. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-I don't think 
the Bill will cause any inconvenience 
or trouble. If it does, later on it can 
be amended. It only means that we 
are to give animals every protection 
in our power. I feel that those peo
ple who were responsible for drawing 
up this Bill knew what they were do-
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ing. It will not, I think, cause any in
convenience to the trade of local craft. 

HON. MR. DAWE:-I don't see 
what protection there will be in hav
ing a larger hatch. 

HON . . SIR P. T. M:cGRATH :-In 
the cases referred to by Hon. Mr. 
Dawe, the schooners will not be carr)T
ing ten animals. 

HON. MR. DAWE:-It is just as 
easy to take animals in a hatch 8 ft. 
x 4 ft. There is no need of shutting 
out the possibility of a man getting a 
vessel that could take these animals. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-That does not 
apply unless number of cattle is ten or 
over. The Act makes provision for 
cattle to be protected in the proper 
way. The Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals has given this 
Bill its careful consideration and I 
feel that its members understand ·fully 
the subject dealt with. If any incon
venience is caused it can be remedied. 

The Committee rose and reported 
having passed the Bill , with some 
amendment. It was ordered to be 

' read a third time to-morrow. 
The House then went into Commit

tee of the Whole on Bill entitled ''.L\n 
Act respecting War Pensions.'' 

I 

• 

Hon. Mr. Milley in the Chair. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-At the outset 
Hon. Sir P. T. McGrath referred to 
the annual report of the Pension Com.:. 
mittee which he thought should ha11e 
been furnished. I am inf orqied that 
the Act as amended calls for a report 
from the Committee when the Minis
ter desires them to furnish one. The 

' 

report for year 1920 was sent to the 
Colonial Secretary's Department and 
was tabled in 1921. There being no 
minister at present, the rep.ort was 
sent to the Colonial Secretary's De
partment, where it is taken care of. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-'I 
have no doubt the position is soundly 
enough taken. It is re'grettable we 
have no statistics for the past year. I 

wanted them for purpose of com
parison, but shall have .to do the best , 

I can without them. This annual pro-
vision for pensions o·ccasions a great 
deal of criticism in some quarters. To 
my mind it is one of the most justifi
able outlets. As I had a good deal to 
do with the creation of the original 
pension department, I have followed 
up the developments of same both at 
home and abroad. In the main prin
ciples as · I have already intimated I 
am fully in accord. My only regret is 
that the same features which have 
been developed outside have not been 
taken into consideration here. The 
Canadian G.overnment permfits those 
suffering from disabilities to take cash 
pensions and go into any form of in
dustry which otherwise they would be 
debarred from. Something similar 
may likewise be adopted here. By the 
Soldiers' Settlement Scheme men who 
have demonstrated fitness for · them 
embark in various industries. I see 
no reason why possibly that policy has · 
not been adopted here. But while this 
burden is a heavy one, the fact ou.ght 
to be recognized that of all the coun- , 
tries which took part in the war, New
foundland is bearing: the smallest bur-. 
den. According to the ·hon. gentle
man's flg4res the amount devoted to 
pensions here is $75·0,000 a year, ai1d 
our population is 250,000, that is $·3 
per head per population. In Canada 
the amount voted for pensions and 
.soldiers'' re-establishment was $56,-
000,000 and assuming that Canada's 
population is 9,000,000 nearly, we 
shall find th.eirs figures , out to be $6 
per head. In the British Isles the 
burd,en is vastly greater. The popu
lation of the British Isles is 50,000.-
000, th·e pensioi:i bill is £ 123,00·o,ooo, 
they are trying to reduce this; for the 
current year it is £ 111,000,000. This 
is roughly £2 Ss. per head on £ 10 20s. 
Now there may be and I am inclined 

to think there are sums which are not 
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included in o·ur amount. I think some 
provision has been m.ade by the Board 
of Trade for returned men, but we are 
taxed the least even at that figure. 
The British tax-payer bears three 
times the pension .burden we do. For 
next year it is estimated that the Brit
ish Pension Bill will be £90,000,000. 
I would call attention to the fact that 
while Britain is grappling to reduce 
the pension it is not at the expense uf 

- I 

the ·returned soldier. One fact in 
bringin,g about that result is the 

/ 

growth of children beyond the age. 
We sent to the war 6500 soldiers and 
2000 sailors, and 500 foresters, but 
the mortality was not great among the 

• 
latter and we may almost eliminate 
that number alto,gether. We had then 
8500 active service men alto·gether. 
We lost of those 1500 men altogether, 
they died du.ring period of hostilities. 
I was hoping to have some figures of 
pensions because I have some with 
reference to Canada and they are 
illuminating. In Canada last year ac
cording to a statement made by Min
ister of Pensions Dr. Ballard, they 
were carryitrg 66,817 pensions, 840 for 
death. The total sum paid by . Canada 
up to the tenth December last was in 
round fi:gures 1100 million . dollars. 
In the British Isles as we know they 
lost one nlillion men in the war and 
had two million more either totally or 
half disabled. There are on the Brit
ish pension rolls to date three and a 
half · million benefic(iaries, i.~., men, 
their wives or childre.n or other de
pendents. That brings me to another 
possibility in the future. One of these 
is as to whether a portion of the bur
den could not be .funded in the form 
of a loan and passed on to the next 
generation. Lord Inchcape who has 
come into special prominence during 
the . past twelve months because a 

member of the Geddes Commission 

who made such drastic reforms in ex

penditure recently made a speech in 
• 

which he recommended reduction in 
expenditure and some aspect was . :::!S 

to war pension work. He advocated 
that half of the .· ninety millions that 
would have to be paid next year and 
for many years to come might be con
verted in the form of a loan. I think 

' 

it is worthy of consideration of the 
government of , this colony whether 
this is not perhaps th~ most com
mendable form of .loan that could be 
undertaken funding a part of that 
burden and passing ·it on to the next 
generation. A fact which ought not 
be overlooked in connection with this 
pension question is that Canada and 
Newfoundland are paying to-day. the 

\ 

largest pensions in the world. When 
we undertook to go into the war the 
pledge was given by the government 
of the day and has been maintained 
by succeeding governments .that this 
provision made by Canada would also 
be made here, and the present Cana
dian pension scheme provides for 
compensation so to speak than any 
other cou~try in t~e world not except
ing the U.S.A. The U.S.A. as anyone 
familiar with its administration knows 
has tremendous pension burdens, a 
great deal of it inexcusable and un
necessary brought · about by a form of 
graft and lack of fin.ancial kno\Vl(:dge 
of men there. I have a great deal of 
information here in connection with 
that and it may be a surprise to many 
to know that at the end of December 
last tl1ere were then on the Amerisan 
pension list, altho the war had ended 
nearly sixty years ago, 566,000 pen. 
rioners of whom 218,000 were civil 
war soldiers and 288,000 were widows, 
children and minor dependents. i'low 
a minor child is under 16 years so 
that there must be many men who 
served in that war and married late 
in life, and the total of the pensions 
bill then was 258 million dollars, an 

increase of 213 millions over the 

previous year. In that connection I 

• 
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ought to emphasize that .the British 
Minister of Pensions, Mr. McPherson, 
in a speech gives it as his considered 
opinion that the British pensions bur
den will be practically eliminated at 
the end of 30 years. In saying this I 
do not hoire that any man will be de
prived of his just dues but I hope we 
will be in the same happy position. I 
have here the report of the Pension 
Commissioners of Canada up to the 
end of March last and perhaps I 
might read just a clause of it. 

(Reads extract.) 
This will show the burden which 

the pensions bill imposes upon Canada 
and this country, a burden which I 
think we should be proud to bear so 
far as otlr means will allow us to do 
so, and I would be sorry to see it in
terfered with except for very gravest 
causes. With regard to the subject 

/ 

matter of the bill itself I would like 
to say that as usual there are some 
cases where the phraseology of the 
bill is not as· it should be and this we 
can ·deal ·with when we come to it. I 
want to call attention here to a matter 
not dealing so much with pensions but 
as regards the· records of the men who 
f 01.11ght in the late war. To-day there 
is no adequate protection for these 
records except certain records of the 
pensions department and I take pride 
in the fact that during the time I was 
in char.ge we insisted in getting some 
large safes in which they could be 
stored. But there are down in the 
Militia building records of some ten 
thousand men who went on service 
and a fire to-day m,ight wipe the whole 
thing out. Now I know this is a time 
when every dollar should be watched 
but surely some protection ought to 
be arranged for their safe keeping 
and I stron,gly recommend the hon. 
gentleman to bring this matter before 
his collea·gues and have some ade
quate protection pr~vided. 

The Committee rose and rep·orted 

the bill with some amendment, which 
report was received, and it was order
ed that the said bill be read a third 
time on to-morrow. 

Second readin.g of Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Corporation Bill. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-This Bill ef
fects solely the . Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Corporation and is brought 
in to enable them to deal more eff ec
tively with certain properties in their 
hands which· they are prevented fron1 
doing now. .It relates entirely to deal
ing with their own. property and is ~Jf 

no · interest to outsiders. 

Bill was read a second time and or
dered to be committed on to-morro\\7

• 

Hottse then .adjourned until Friday 
next at four o'clock. 

FRIDAY, May 26th, 1922. 
Pursuant to adjournment the House 

met at 4 p.m. ' 

HON. MR. SHEA :-The third read-. 
ing of this Bill, ''An Act furrher tn 
amend Chapter 22 of the Cor1so lidated 
Statutes entitled 'Of the Customs,''' 
was deferred last s~ssion pendin~· in
formation asked for by Hon. Mr. 
Bishop. This information is at pre
sent in the hands of , the Prime Minis
te~ who promised that he .would ha\1e 
it here for this session, but it hs.3 not . 
arrived yet. Is hon. member desirotts 
of def erring Bill until next sitting? 

' I 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-Defer it ttn-
til a later hour of the day. 

The Bill entitled ''An Act to ame.nd 
I 

Chapter 108 of the Consolidated 
Statutes entitled 'Of the Protection of 
Animals''' was read a third time. It 
was then ordered that a message be_ 
sent to the House of Assembly in
forming that body that this House had 
passed the same with an amendment. 

The Bill entitled ''A_n ·Act respect
in.g War Pensions'' was read a third 
time and a messa.ge was ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly in-

• 
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forming that body that this House had 
passed same without an amendment. 

The House then went into Commit
tee . of the Whole on Bill entitled ''An 
Act for the more effectual transfer of 
certain properties to the Roman Catho
lic Episcopal Corporation of St. 
John's.'' 

HON. MR. SHEA:-This Bill is one 
which effects solely the Roman Catho
lic Episcopal Corporation. It is prac
tically at their instance that it has 
come before us. It deals with the dis
posal of property coming to them un- . 
der certain wills, and will enable them 
to operate in that direction with 
greater facility. 

The Committee rose and reported 
having passed this Bill without an 
amendment. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea this 
Bill was read a third time. It was 
then ordered that a message be sent 
to the House of Assembly informing 
that body that this House has passed 
the same without an amendment. 

Second reading of Bill entitled ''An 
Act for the Confirmation of an Agree-

~ 

ment between the Government and the 
Commercial Cable Company of New 
York.'' 

HON. MR. SHEA:-This Bill is to 
confirm an agreement recently entered 
into between the Government and the 
Commercial Cable Co. of New York 
for the establishment of a telegraph 
service in this c·olony. In moving the 
second reading of ' this Bill, I would 
like to ref er to some of the salient 
points in the agreement for the in
formation of honourable members of 
this House. 

The rates for telegraph messages 
from St. John's to Canso are sixty 
cents for the first ten words or a frac .. 
ti on thereof and six cents for each ad
ditional word. The rate on trans-At
lantic cables is twenty-five cents a 
word. The Commercial Cable Com
pany undertakes to open an office , in 

.. 

St. John's for the transaction of busi
ness. to and from Newfoundland. It 
will handle its own Newfoundland 
business and will also handle all 
Postal Telegraph business where the 
messages have not been specially 
routed by the sender to go by some 
other route. For all Canadian and 
American ·messages forwarded the 
Commercial Cable Company will pay 
one-half of the toll from Newfound
land to the Continent of America, 
namely, thirty cents for the first ten 
words or part thereof and three cents 
for each additional word. For all 
cables across the Atlantic it will pay 
five cents per word or one-fifth of the 
present charge of twenty-five cents. 
In the event of reduction of cable 
rates by competition the proportion to . 
be received by the Government, name-
ly, one-half in the case of messages 
·to the Continent of America, ·and one
fifth in the case of trans-Atlantic 
cable business, will be maintained. It 
will be noted that the Commercial 
Cable Company pays that proportion 
to the Government not only on the 
business which the Postal Telegraphs 
hand to it, but upon all . business 
orig'inating in Newfoundland and sent 
abroad or received by the Commercial 
Cable Company offices and their co11-
nections throughout the world and de
stined for Newfoundland. It does not 
matter whether the Postal Telegraph 
are in any way connected with th~ 

messages received or sent. The Gov
ernment gets its toll on everything. 

The Commercial Cable Company 
buys from the Government the old 
Port aux Basq~es-Canso cable and 
pays the sum of $60,000 for it . The 
Anglo were prepared to pay a maxi
mum of $50,000 for the cable, the 
Anglo Company saying that it was n·ot 
worth more than $40,000. The Canso 
Cable Company becomes the property 
of the Commercial Cable Company 

'• 

and has to be operated and maintained 

, 
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entirely at the exp~nse of the Com
pany. The . cable is now old, and the 
Government considers that a splendid 
bargain was made in getting the Com
mercial Cable Company to take the 
cable over at the figure named. One 
of the two throu.gh land lines from 
Port aux Basques to St. John's owned 
by the Government is put at the ser
vice of the Commercial Cable Com
pany for the handling of business by 
the Canso cable. The Department of 
Posts and Tele'graphs is responsible 
for the maintenance of t.his line. This 
telegraph line is on the same poles as 
the other Postal Telegraph line, and 
will be maintained by the Postal Tele
graph Dep.artment in conjunction with 
the other Postal Telegraph lines, with
out entailing any special expense. This 
line remains the property of the Go\t
ernment. Its operations, however, at 
both the St. John's and Port aux 
Basques ends is at the expense of tl1e 
Commercial Cable Company. 

The Commercial Cable Company un
dertakes to . have an office in St. john's 
suitably situated and to receive and de
liver local messages at that office. 
The land line ·will be connected at that 
office and not at the Postal Tele1graph 
office. The result is that a customer 
instead of handing in his cable mes
sage to the Postal Telegraph office 
may, if he chooses, hand it direct to 
the C-ommercial Cable Company. 
Many years ago there was a criticism 
of the Postal Telegraph service on the 
grottnd that any messa·ge handed in to 
the Postal T'elegraph was subject to 
observation, and there migqt be a 
leakage,,. as to its contents. While that 
accusation was . probably . without 
foundation, yet suspicion as to the 
reliability of the service had developed 
in certain quarfers, and this method 
of handling cablegrams via Com
mercial lines entirely obviates the pos-

~. 

,sibility of any such suspicion recur-
ring. 

The Government contributes the 
sum of $4,000 annually towards the 

• 

cost of the up keep and maintenance 
of the St. John's office, and the ex
pense of the exclusive operation of the 
land line and cable by the Commercial 
Cable Company. This payment of 
$4000 is not a direct loss to the Gov-

\ 
ernment because the Canso cable, the 
property which now passes to the 
Commercial Cable Company, comes 
within the scope of the law governing 
taxation of cables. The Government 
consequently gets back in the form of 
a cable tax the full amount which it 
is called u;pon to contribute towards 
the upkeep and maintenance of the 
Commercial Cab le Company offices, 
the transmission of messages and the 

I 

upkeep and . maintenance of the cable. 
The contract has the very attractive 

f ea tu re of being entirely non-mono
polistic. It gives the public of New
foundland the advantage of competi
tive cable service. During the last 
two or three years the Government 
has been dependent upon the services 
of the Artglo-American Telegraph 
Company. N·ow the public has 'ln 

. ' 

alternate route. This agreem.ent 
brin.gs the 

1 
Commercial Cable Com

papy with all its important associa
tions throughout the world into active 
operation in Newfoundland and in 
competition for the cable business of 
Newfoundland. The effect of the com
petition between .the Commercial and 
the Anglo should be to improve the 
service and possibly ultimately reduce 
rates. No person is compelled· under 
this agreement to send his f or,eign 
bu1siness by the Commercial. A man 
resident in any section of the Island 
has the right to route all messages by 
the Anglo if he prefers the An,glo ser-

• vice. 
• 

Under this contra~t Newfoundland 
is left open for any further cable com
pany to connect up with Newfoundland 
and undertake local cable service, and 

' . 
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Newfoundland is free for wireless 
companies to undertake transmission 
of commercial business via wireless. 
This last feature is of extreme im
portance, because the development of 
wireless telegraphy has been very 
great during recent years, and it is 
not at all improbable that during the 
course of a few years wireless 
methods may be so perfected as to be 
an efficient and much cheaper method 
of transmission of messa.ges than the 
cable system. In the event of wire
less stations being erected in New
foundland the sender of any message 
over the Postal Tele.graph sysfem 
would have the right to route his mes
sage via wireless and get the benefit 
of such cotnpetitive service as may 
develop. 

Now these are the salient points in 
the contract under consideration. I 
think the Govern.ment are to be con
gratulated on making this contract 
with the Commercial

1 
Cable Company 

for if they do nothing more than to 
create competition and open up an 
office that is in itself a great deal to 
be thankful for. We will have two 
offices and all the advantages of com
petition. In addition to that the Gov
ernment will have a sum of about 
$50,000 or $60,000 against nothing so 
f~r. It is estimated by the postal au
thorities that that will be the amount 
accruing from this· new arran.gement. 
I the ref ore have much pleasure in 
moving the second readin,g. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-I 
think the country is to be congratu
lated on the fact that this matter has 
been brought to a head after such a 
long period. Slightly more than two 
years ago when returning here from 
the U.S. I was delayed in Port aux 
Basques and my attention was called , 
to by some of the officials there that 
the cable was closed down and all the 
business of 200 offices all over · the 
country had to be sent over hundreds 

of miles of tele,graph lines .to the city 
here ot be despatched while the 
natural outlet certainly from the south 
coast was through Port aux Basques. 
I called the attention of the hon. gen
tleman then in charge of the Govern
ment to it but nothing was done un
til two years have elapsed and if the 
figures . which he quoted are correct 
the country has lost $120,000 through 
that fact. I understood at the outset 
the Government was negotiating a 
contract with the An,glo-American 

• 

Company. On the whole I think · it is 
perhaps preferable that these two 
companies should be op~rating and 
that we should have the benefit of 
competition. I doubt however whether 
the Government has been wise in 
selling the cable and keeping on the 
land lines. I think the preferable 
policy would . have been to. sell the 
whole thing. The one hopeful thing 
I see is that the foreign btisiness east 
and west will be handled by the Com
mercial and not by the Postal because 
no man who has to do bu·siness can 
hope to have · satisfaction while that 
department is operated as a govern
·ment agency. I am not speakirlg now 
of the present Government but of all · 
governments. If the government had 
sold the land lines as well it would 
have been better. The other side is 
that we should have kept the whole 
thing. I would call attention to the 
argument of the Daily News the other 
day that it was undesirable ·that an 
empire agency s:uch as a telegraph 
cable should be allowed to go out of 
the possession of the government. 
There is much to be said for that argu
ment but on the other hand there is· 
the fact that 18 or 19 cables across 
the Atlantic there is only one govern
ment owned, i.,e. the · Direct Cable 
Company's, which is now known as 
the Imperial Cable, a link in the All 
Red line between the British Isles, 

Canada .and Australia via the Pacific 

I 
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Cable. The really desirable thing is 
that we have this matter disposed of, 
that the Commercial Cable Co. will 
open an office here and receive and 
send business and we will have the 
advantages of competition, and if the 
country is to derive a benefit of $60,-, 

000 a year from this arrangement I 
think it is money that will be wel
comed at any time and doubly so at 
the present time. 

HON. MR. BISHOP:-The arrange
ment which has been effected between 
the .Government and th.e Commercial 
Cable Co. will I feel sure create gen
eral satisfaction indeed. Following 
the remarks of the last speaker it 
wot1ld in my opinion be a matter of 
great economy for the Government 
and produce a very much better ser
vice than we have at present if they 
had as suggested by Sir Patrick Mc
Grath effected a transfer of our land 
lines as well. In the hands of the 
company no doubt a much better ser-... 
vice would be performed and it wo11ld 
be a greater economy. The ·arrange

. ment is satisfactory not only financial
ly but will prove of great benefit to 
the business community. 

The bill was read a second time and 
ordered to be committed on to-mor
row. 

Hon. President announced that he 
had received a message from the 
House of Assembly that they had 
passed the amendments. sent down in 
and upon the bill sent up entitled ''Of 
the Postal and Telegraph Services of 
the Colony'' without amendment, and 
without prejudice to the rights of the 
House of Assembly; also that they 
had passed the bill entitled ''An Act 
respecting the Tu'berc1:1losis, Sani
tarium and Sudbury Hospital'' in 
which they requested the concurrence 
of the Legislative Council. 

Said bill was then read a first time, , 
and ordered . to be read a second time 
on to-morrow. 

House adjourned until Tuesday next 
at four o'clock. 

TUESDAY, May 30th, 1922. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Third reading of Customs Bill. 

HON. MR. BISHOP:-! have to 
thank Hon. Mr. Shea for having per
mitted me a sight of the reply to the 
information I asked for. The paper 
confirms entirely I am glad to say my 
surmise when the bill was first intro
duced for I find that between the 
years 1912 to the latter part of 1920 
not one cent of loss has accrued to 
the colony throulgh the non payment 
of customs bonds. From the latter 
part of 1920 to the present time 
there is a consi4erable amount of 
money due on bonds . but I am unable 
to recognize where it is likely the 
government will sustain any loss any 
more than they did the preceding eight 
years. The aspersions which the ·hon. 
leader of the government unwittingly 

- I 'suppose cast on the trade of the 
colony have no foundation in fact and 
Hon. Sir Patrick McGrath's inf or
mation regarding men of straw is also 
without warrant, and I see no reason 
for retracting anything. I said but 
would rather reiterate that no losses 
having been made it is most unf or
tunate the government should ha,re 
de.cided to debar the trade from the 
advantages of a custom which has 
been so long in vogue. I repeat once 
more that the charges which would 
be broadcast if nobody challenged it 
should not so go abroad. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-I am afraid the 
hon. member must have misunder
stood my remarks, because I am not 
aware that I made any charges against 
the trade at all. I said the conces
sions given this bond business were 
grossly abused, and that is the main 
reason why the government were now 
taking these steps. I do not think 
there was any contention that the 

• 
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government had lost any amount, be
cause if the estate became insolvent 
the duty bonds were preferential. B~t 
it was to do away with the abuse of 
which the hon. member must be aware 
as well as I am. They were for 
financing purposes, and were gett:ng 
the benefit of goods coming in with
out duty for 4 or 5 months, and it was 
to put a stop to that that the gov
ernment decided to take this step. As 
I 11ave already said there is no colon~· 

11nder the Crown where duties are 
iiaid in bonds, and there ne·ver nas 
been, and · it is not a faj.r P('sitior1 for 
the government to be in 'vhere in 
cases of insolvency the govern1nent 

. should be a creditor, and therein 
wrangling for their rights. Now as a 
matter of actu.al loss where one firm 

. ' 

vras declared insolvent and. the gov-
ernment had to step in an .J take pos
session of his remaining assets and 
had to take a loss of ovt!r $20,000. 
Now that is no position for a go\1ern
W;ent to be in and it is because this 
accommodation has been abused that 
the government has been prornpted to 
take a course to do away· with this 
mode of payment. As regar is n1aking 
a charge against the trade, I think the 
hon. member must have rr1isunder
stood my remarks. If I did I certain
ly have no hesitation in withdrawing 
it. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-What 
I said was that I did not think any 
loss would be found to have resulted 
to the government with the exception 
of one case that is in the minds of all 
of us. People of doubtful solvency 
had been abusirig this method of pay~ 
ing duty by- means of customs bonds, 
with the result that the Gove.rnment 
was in the position that it could n<Jt 
get the money, and in some cases the 
backers were men of straw. Then the 
Government would. not start in
solvency proceedings a~d was obliged 
to wait until somebody else put theip 

' 

into insolvency. There is now in the 
minds of many of us the ·case of a 
concern which had over $50,000 over
due within the past year or two which 
amounts could not be collected, and 
ultimately that concern went into in
solvency. It made a compromise. The 
Government being a preferential 
creditor got its money and the con
cern has undertaken to pay its credit
ors thirty cents in the dollar, ten 
cents in a year from now~ ten cents 
in two years, and ten cents in three 
years. That is not the sort of people 
that ought to get assistance from the 
Government to do business. The fact 
that that is not the only case is borne 
out by the fact that the practice of 
getting men of straw to go on the 
back of customs bonds attained such 
proportions that the Government was 
obliged to appoint a committee or· 
board to pass upon the solvency of 
people whom they would accept. Now 
obvio~sly it must have been more 
than one or two cases of that sort or 
the Government would not find it 
necessary to take such a step. There
fore, I maintain that the statements 
which I made were correct, and I see 
no reason to withdraw them in the 
least particular. I readily admit that 
that does not apply to the bulk of the 
business people, but if the bulk of the 
business people cannot get accommo
dation from the Customs House, they 
can get it from their banks. The 
material they would be importing 
would be an asset, an·d if the banks 
will finance them in other directions 
surely the banks would finance them 
for the amount of the duties, and if 
people cannot get accommodation 
from their banks, then certainly they 
ought not to get it from the Govern
ment. 

HON. MR. McNAMARA:-Mr. 
' 

President, it is gratifying to learn that 
the country has not sustained any loss 
from the bonds from 1917-1920, but 

-
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that is hardly the point. The point is 
that the revenue of the country should 
not be jeopardized in giving bonds. I 
referred casually to the three items, 
tea, tobacco and sugar, and the reason 
I ref er to these is because these par
ticular items can easily be converted 
into cash, and when a man gives a 
f ou'r months Customs bond he gets 
the use of the four months money as 
soon as he sells the goods. The same 
thing applies to motor cars. The im
porter gives a bond that is not due 
for four months. In the meantime he 
sells the cars, and has the use of the 
money that he could not get at the 
bank, and so finances his business: 
and has the advantage of his com
petitor who pays his duties in cash, 
and I repeat the statements I made 
here last week that if these bonds 
were stopped three or four years ago 
the very large stocks that most of our 
merchants found on their shelves 
would not have been there. These 
are my sentiments, on that point, Mr. 
President. I further state that it is 
not the hardship that some of the 
honourable gentlemen have suggest-

• 

ed. If an importer wants to get a 
large amount of goods, he can take 
them out of the Customs as he wants 
them. The Customs will allow all the 
facilities required to warehouse_ goods. 
All that is necessary is to partition a 
portion of any store on his premises, 
and have the Customs lock the door. 
He will be saving .interest on the 
bond during . the time. I do not aee 
any reason, Mr. President, w~y these 
duties . bonds should be continued. 

The Bill was thereupon read a third 
time, passed, and ordered to be sent 
to the House of Assembly with a 
message informing that House that 
the Council had passed the same 
without amendment. 

On motion the House resolved it
self into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Bill ''An Act for the Confirmatio11 

of an Agreement between the Govern
ment and the Commercial Cable Com
pany of New York.'' Hon. Mr .. Davey 
in the Chair. 

HON. MR. ELLIS :-Mr. Chairman, 
I notice a line is nientioned between 
here and Port aux Basques. The re
sponsibility for the upkeep of the 
line, I understand, thrown upon the 
Government. Could not the responsi
bility be cast half on ithe Government 
and half on the Company. The main
tenance now may not cost very much, 
but it may be three times the amount 

' 
in ten years from now. The Govern-
ment also may become liable for dam
ages for non-repair if in the opinion 
of the Company the line is not kept in 
good repair. I make this as a sug
gestion, Mr. Chairman. 

HON. MR. SHEA :-Mr. Chairman, 
as I understand it, the Government 
has to maintain the line as it is now. 
As I take it, there are two wires on 
these poles. The Government has to 
keep up one line anyway, if the other 
were not there at all. The Cable 
Company has the exclusive right of it, 
but the Government has to keep · the 
other line up in any event, so that it 
could not be regarded as any addi
tional exp~nse. 

HON. MR. MURPHY :-I think at 
the present time we have too man) · 
lines. In fact, we have three lines. 
We have the Anglo, the Reid line, and 
the Government line, and one set 
would do the work just as well. It 
means a lot of expense, and as a busi
ness transaction it would be easier to 
divide the upkeep of the line. I think 
if a little business tact had been used 
they would have kept up a portion of 
the line. It would probably have been 
better if they were given the line, and 
then we would not be called upon to 
pay the heavy expense every year. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-The 
trouble about this is that the agree
ment has been signed by the Govern-

• 
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ment and the Commercial Cable Com
pany, and neither House can alter the 
contract or any part of it without the 
consent of the Commercial Cabl~ 

Co., so that unless the Government 
negotiate again with the Company, 'We 
cannot interfere with what is described 
as the ''Schedule.'' We might make a 
modification in the phraseology of 
sections 1 and 2 which constitute the 
Act if we see there is a reason for it. 
But of course that ,would have to be 
accepted also by the Government and 
the Commercial Cable Company. But 
when you come to iriterf ere with an 
agreement that has been signed, sealed 
and delivered, it is a more serious 
matter. With regard to the sugges
tion as to the upkeep of the lines 
across country, there is a great deal 
in the argument of our friend op
posite, Mr'" ·Ellis, but I assume the 
Government did not overlook that mat
ter. No doubt the Postal Telegraph 
Department called· the attention of the 
Government to , that clause as to - the 
upkeep of the line. I believe it costs 
the Colony five or six times as much 
per mile to maintain its telegraph line 
as it costs the Reids and the Anglo, 
but as the position is that the Gover11-
ment would have to maintain one of 
the lines on the poles across the 
country. I suppose it will not add 
seriously to the cost of maintenance ,· 
when there are two lines op the one 
set of poles. That is the position. 
The Government would have to keep 
up the one line to transact local busi
ness, the extra expense is - only what 
would be involved in the upkeep of 
the second line. The Commercial 
Cable Company, as I read this con
tract, does not handle or in _any way 
interfere with the operation of the 
P.ostal Telegraph Department locally. 
They simply open an office here in St. 
John's and. put men of their staff in 

the Government Cable Office at Port 

aux Basques. That operates one line 

between St. John's and Port aux 
Basques, and nothing else. I do not 
know by what arrangemen~ business 
for outside this Colony or business 
from abroad coming into the country 
originating or terminating in the local 
offices throughout the country is go
ing to get on that line, but I presume 

' 
that matter has been dealt with by the 
Company. For instance, if a message 
is going from Grand Falls to London 
the message is delivered to the Postal 
Telegraph operator, and by some ar-

• 
rangemen t that has then to be passed 
over to this main line. Whether it 
will cut in on that line or not I do 
not know. If it does not, it will have 
to be sent to St. John's and passed 
from St. J oqn's to Port aux Basques. 
But, of cour~e, that is a matter of de
tail. The point that we are concerned 
with is whether any saving could be 
made on the $15,000. ~- I think it 
comes around to the point suggested 
by me at the last sitting that it is a 
pity that the whole system was not 

J 
sold. If it was the intention to oper- · 
ate this telegraph service and cable 

• 
service as an imperialistic age·ncy, 
then we ought not to have sold any
thing. How the local traffic is speed
ed up and made efficient is a matter 
that I suppose the Commercial Cable 
Company "(111 have some say in. 

Anothe agency that is going to be 
' 

very helpful is the telephone. I was 
reading the report of the Minister of 
Posts and Telegraphs which I got yes
terday, and I suppose other gentlemen 
have also read it, and I was struck 
with the increasing importance of the 
telephone. There are ninety connec
tions now, cutting out a lot of tele
graph offices and cutting out the rela
tively large salaries that must be paid 
to telegraph operators, as, of course, 
anybody can work a telephone. In 
the same way, wireless is likely to be
come a very useful a.gency, I gather 
from the same docume-nt. He cites a 



• 
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very remarkable circumstance, name
ly, that Penneys at Ramea, have put in 
a wireless station business in and out. 
He points out that similar facilities 
can be us~fully employed in different 
places where there are a good man)' 
settlements. And, of course, all these 
things ought to make for a more 
economical working of the telegraph 
system, but that any human agency in 
this country, faced with the conditions 
we have, can reduce the deficit on 
these operations while politics is al
lowed to control the administration of 
the system I do not for a moment 
• • 1mag1ne. ~ ' 

\ 

I do not want to delay the House, 
but I want to make clear that it is a 
mistake to suppose that the Anglo !las 
offices all over the country. There is 
an An·glo line around Conception Ba:y 
and to Heart's Content, but there are 
no Anglo lines in the country except 
one. There is no Anglo line on the 
western side of Placentia Bay, or in 
Burin, or Fortune Bay. There are no 

• 
An.glo lines at all north qf Trinity. 
There is not an Anglo line on the 
West Coast north of Channel. It 
would have been desirable to have 
bought out the Anglo local offices, and · 
have had one set of local offices. That 
would have been desirable, but for 
some . reason it was not done. But 
you could not buy out tP,e· Anglo cable 
connections, and the Anglo · people 
would not think of giving . up their 
business in St. John's. Whether later 
on the Anglo might be disposed to 
sell to the Postal I do not know. A 
great deal depends upon the efficiency 
with which the new system is oper
ated; because of course the Postal 
Telegraphs now have connections, and 
if it is efficiently operated a great deal 
of business might be diverted f ron1 · 
the Anglo to the Commercial. Then 
they might step out, which would be 
a desirable position in some respects. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-I should like 

• 

to ask the Hon. Mr. Shea what rebate 
is obtainable. The Bill does not fully 
state this. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-For all cables 
across the Atlantic it will pay ; five 
cents per word or one-fifth of the pre
sent charge of twenty-five cents. ln 
the event of reduction of cable . rates 
by competition a proportionate reduc-
tion will be made. ' 

The Committee rose and reported 
having passed the Bill without an 
amendment. With the permission of 
the House the Bill was then read a 
third time, passed and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly with a 
message informing that body that this 
House had passed same without an 
amendment. 

Second reading of Bill entitled ''An 
Act respecting the . Tuberculosis Sana
torium and the Sudbury Hospital.'' 

HON. MR. SHEA:-Mr. President, 
• 

this Bill is simply to place the two in-
stitutions mentioned, under the con
trol of the Governors of the General 
Hospital. It has been found that this 
is necess·ary, and it is hoped that some 
economies will result in regard to 
management. When we go into Com
mittee on the Whole, if hon. members 
are desirous of knowing particulars I 
shall be glad to furnish them. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-I should like 
to ask if this matter has been full)' 
discussed? 

HON. MR. SHEA:-No, not fully 
discussed. There has been an in
formal discussion. The idea is to have 
these institutions under more direct 
control. The Governors, speaking as 
one of them, are not anxious to un- . 
dertake this. J t means .a lot of extra 
work and responsibility. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-I assume 
that we all are desirable of having 
these institutions under 
petent board. It seems 
these gentlemen are to 

• 

some com
strange that 
assume that 

• 
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duty by Act of Parliament, without 
their consent being asked. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-There is no ob ... 
jection on the part of the Governors 
to accept these duties. That was as
certained by the Government, and is 
quite satisfactory. 

• 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-I 
I 

should like to ask before the Bill goes 
into Committee the cost of the Gea· 
eral Hospital, the, Sanatorium and the 
Sudbury Hospital, and also if these 
three are being put under one Board 
why the Fever Hospital has not been 
put . there also? 

HON. MR. SHEA:-1 move that Bill 
be now read a second time. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time and it was ordered that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole 
on this Bill on to-morrow. 

A Register of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages up to Dec. 30th, 1921, was 
then tabled. 

The House then adjourned. 

FRIDAY, June 2nd, 1922. 
House met at 4.00 p.m. pursuant to 

adjournment. 
On motion the Bill ''An Act to 

amend Chapter 108 of the Consoli
dated Statutes entitled 'Of the Protec
tion of Animals ' '' was read a third 
time, passed and ordered to be sent to 
the House of Assembly with a mes
sage that this Council had passed the 
same with some amendment. 

On motion the Council then ad
journed. 

TUESDAY, June 6th, 1922. 
The House· met pursuant to ad

journment. _ 
Committee on Tuberculosis Hos

pital Bill. 
HON. MR. SHEA:-This, Bill pro

vides for the handing over to the 
Board of Governors of the General 
Hospital the institutions known as 
the Tuberculosis Sanatorium and the 

• 

Sudbury Hospital. Th~ farmer is now 
costing about $10,000 a year; the 
average number of patients is from 65 
to 70. The m;iin advantages derived 
from this institution is for the iso
lation of those sufferin1g from tuber
culosis, and it is contended by those 
who know that the spread of that dis
ease has been prevented. It is also 
contended that the treatment has been 
such as to send people away if not 
cured, at least partially cured and 
several years added to their lives. The 
Sudbury Hospital was purchased by· 
the Militia Department at a cost of 
some $29,000 and has practically been 
used as a general military hospital. 
The Government's intentions as to the 
future ~f' this hospital are still under 
consideration, and nothing at present 
has been decided on. There is some 
valuable stock there which' it is hoped 
eventually will find its way down to 
the General Hospital l'or use there. 
Dr. Knight is in charge there and I . 
believe has given entire satisfaction 
while' in charge. Sir Patrick McGrath 
was asking the other day why was the 
Fever Hospital not included also, 
and I have a short report here on that 
point. Now I think the reasons given 
in this report will be strongly en
dorsed by the members of this House . 
This institution is mainly responsible 
to the Board of Health of which Dr. 
Brehm is the physician. I therefore 
beg to move the adoption 1of the first 
clause. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Be
fore the motion is put I would like to 
make a few observations in reply to 
the hon. gentleman's explanation., My 
reason for asking was that on one side 
of the road was the· General Hospital 
and on the other the Fever Hospital. 
One was under the Board of Govern
ors and the other was. not. I can see 
the force of some of the points made 
by the hon. gentleman, and I wish 
particularly to s

1
ay I have no desire to 
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advocate that any additional work 
should be cast upon the Boa.rd of 
Governors beyond what is included in 
this Bill if they have nq ·desire to un
dertake it. Reference has been made 
to the Board of Health. Well the 
Board of Health is Dr. Brehm; there 
is no Board or anything else but ,him. 
He is a very capable man and I do not 
think we could get anybody better. 
The same thing applies to the other 
institutions. As to the matter of in
fection, and the Board's having to go 
in there, it must be remembered that 
in other countries they do so. At the 
same time I do not wish to stress the 
point unduly. As regards the Tuber
culosis Sanitarium and the Sudbury 
Hospital I think the Government is to 
be commended on the decision to 
abolish the latter. From my experi
ence in connection with sick and 
wounded in the war in conj unction 
with my hon. friend Mr. Winter, we 
had a great deal to do with it, I never 
could satisfy myself that there was 
real need for it, in other words that 
the money was wasted. I think a 
wing of the General Hospital could 
have been partitioned off and used for 
the purpose. Quite as much accom
modation would have been provided 
and the duplication of machinery and 
personnel could have been avoided. 
For instance there is an X-Ray ap
paratus in the General Hospital which 
is worked very fully. There is a 
much more expensive equipment at 
the Sudbury Hospital which co·uld 
have been done without or the two 
put into the one hospital and operated 
by the one man or woman as the case 
may be. Then the one staff could 
have "been utilized. Moreover latter
ly a number of people have been ad
mitted in the Sudbury Hospital who . 
have not been soldiers or s~ilors at 

· all, and further a great deal of the X-

Ray work there is for private people 

about the city. Now if we can afford 

that sort of thing, all right, but it 
;seems to me when the Government 
has to look at every dollar there is no 
justification for this expense. It must 
be remember~d at the outset our good 
friend opposite, Mr. Winter, provided 
accomm~dation for three or four years 
in the building at Cavendish Square 
for these cases. Then Sir Edgar 
Bowring gave Waterford Hall and it 
was utilized, and when that was no 
longer available, part of the Fever 
Hospital could have been utilized, and 
a waste of $29,000 or $30,000 could 
have been avoided. I suppose war is 
waste and that is the excuse for this 
sort of thing but it is only another 
instance of the tremendous waste that 

. has been practiced in connection with 
our war undertakings, especially when 
it passed out of the hands of the 
Patriotic Association and became a 
Government department. Now as re
.gards the Sanatarium. The expendi
ture there seems altogether out of pro
portion to the number of patients. I 
notice there are 65 of the latter and1 

there is a staff of 50. I believe the 
recognized standard is one member of 
the staff for two patients. Moreover 
I am quite confident the expenditure 
for operating it must be enormous. 
Mr. Winter and myself were respon
sible for the J en~en Camp and we 
found that we could operate it for 
about half what the Government was 
paying for patients in the. Sanitarium. 
This again is an instance of how much 
more economically these 'institutions 
can be operated when they are not 
regarded as public institutions in the 
sense that the revenues of the colony 
are paying for them, and that they are 

- \ 

then regarded as fair game by the 
people of the colony. 

Further in connection with St . 
John's, no doubt the points made by 
the hon. gentlemen are correct, yet I 
think that the movement for the pre
vention of consumption has f alien off 

• 

... 
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since the time of Sir john Harvey. A 
great deal of work was done in the 
outports ,a continuous ciriulation of 
propaiganda was kept up which touched 
all but the remotest sections. Now, I 
understand, that nothing is being done 
but in St. John's. There is only a 
limited 'number now from the out
ports. I think it a great pity that the 
work done during Mr. Harvey's years 
has not been continued. I have no 

• 
wish to add to the scope of this Bill 
if in the opinion of those in authority 
it is considered undesirable, but I 
trust that before long activities along 

· those lines will be again started. 
HON. MR. BISHOP:-! think the 

Government is to be highly commend
ed for their action in arranging , for 
suitable supervision named in Bill, 
and I think they could not have done 

·better than select those gentlemen of 
experience on the Board of the Gen
eral Hospital. Like my hon. friend 
Sir Patrick McGrath, I was struck by 
the figures of the staff at the Sana
torium; the number being fifty and 
the inmates sixty:five. Surely that 
institution mttst be greatly overstaff-· 
ed. The same applies equally or in a 

• 

greater degree respecting Sudbury· 
( . 
Hospital. 

Reigarding the 'Fever 
which the Hon. Sir P. 

Hospital to 
T. McGrath 

drew attention. This is highly im
portant. While it is impossibl,e prob
ably for the present Board of Gov-

. ernors .to undertake the supervision 
of any more in1stitutions, yet any one
man institution is wrong in principle, 
however competent or reliable a gen
tleman may be in charg~. It is im
pro.bable that the Government w.ill 
permit this to go on. ~ome means 
could be found . whereby some body of 
in en would be able to account for and 
report upon the institution. 

I think also it is lamentable that 
.. the work done in the outports under 

the stimulus of the . activities of Mr. 

Harvey should have fall en entirely 
into abeyance, at least that ·nothing is . 
being done. At one time nurses were 
sent to give instruction and to teach 
what was right and proper in connec
tion with ameliorating this terrible 
scourge. r J:iope however that we may 
soon see a change in this direction. 

The institutions ove·r · which the 
Board of. Governors of the General 
Hospital \Vill now preside will I feel, 
be greatly benefited. 

HON. MR. MEWS :-I should lik·e 
to say a few words in reference to the 
Public Health Department. Unfor
tunately during the spring my resi
dence was under observation, and I 
desire to take this opportunity of com
mending the efficiency of the Depart
ment and of Dr. Brehm as Health 
Officer. While he showed the iron 
glove in every respect, one could see 
there was something behind it all at 
the same time. I can attribute the de-

• 

crease of infection in town to the 
re,gulations he has carried out. 

The Committee rose and · reported 
having passed the Bill without an 
amendment. 

HON. MR. Sl-IEA:-With the per
mission of the H ou.se I beg to move 

' 
that this Bill be now read a third 
time. • 

The Bill was then read a third time, 
and it was ordered that it be sent to 
the House of Assembly with a mes
sage informing that body that this 
House had passed the same without an 
amendment. 

" 
HON. MR. MEWS:-Just before 

the final stage I should like to draw 
attention to a few facts in the Report 
of Deaths from Tuberculosis. 

In 1920 the rate was down to 1.78 
per thousand which was the lowest 
with the exception of 1919 which was 

· a good year and showed 1.60 per 
thousand. In 1914 the deaths were · 
2 .. 28 per thousand which evidence 
shows that while there has been no 
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great hullabaloo, the work of the Hon. 
John Harvey is doing a great deal in 
reducing the mortality in that disease. 

The Bill respecting a Tax upon 
Certain Incomes was read a first time. 

House adjourned until Friday at 4 
p.m. 

THUR-SDAY, June 12th, 1922. 
-House met at 4.00 p.m. pursuant to 

adjournment. 
Second reading of Income Tax Bill. 
HON. MR. SHEA:-Mr. President, 

·in moving the second reading of this 
Bill I merely wish to say - that this 
Bill c.ancels all former legislation with 
re,gard to Inc9me Tax called for un
der this Income War Tax Act, 1918. 
I do not propose to request that this 
Bill be advanced this afternoon be-, . 
yond the stage . of second read1n.g, as 
there are points upon which I am 
awaiting information from the Gov
ernment before asking the House to 
go into Committee,,. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-Mr~ Presi
dent, I would ask the gentleman in 
charge of this Bill if he cannot ex
plain the Bill, as it seems to be an 
entirely new Bill. It is ve.ry import
ant, and personally I would like to 
have· some explanation as to what 
paragraphs in this Bill differs materi
ally from the precedin.g bills. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-I have been in 
consultation with the Prime Minister 
about that point, and there is some 
further information I desire to secure 

before asking the House to go into 
Committee. I will be prepared on to
morrow to go into details when the 
Bill is in Committee stage. 

The Bill was there upon read a 
·second time, and ordered to be sub
mitted to a Committee -of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 

HON. MR. SHEA gave notice that 
he would on to-morrow move that the 
Rules of the · Council be suspended in 
relation to all matters before the 
House. 

On motion the House aQ.j ourned un
til Friday, June 16th, at 4 p.m. 

---
FRI DAY, June 16th, 1922. 

Pursuant to adjournment the House 
met at 4 p.m. 

HON. MR. SHEA gave notice that 
he would on to-morrow move the sus
pension of . the 33rd Rule and all 
other Rules of the House with regard 
to all Bills, Amendments, Addresses, 
Petitions and all. other matters that 
were now, or may come, before this 
House for the remainder of the ses-

• 
1 s1on. 

The House then resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on Bill en- · 
titled ''An Act respecting a Tax upon 
Certain Incomes. Hon. Capt. Dawe 
in the Chair. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-In reference to 
the Bill now before the House I may 
say t_hat the points of difference be.
tween the Bills of 1918 and 1922 are 
·as follows:-

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BILLS. 

1918. ( 

Normal tax So/o on all amounts over 
$1,000 (unmarried) or $2,000 (mar
ried). 

Super tax 3 Yi on amounts between 
$6,000 and $10,000. 

6% on $10,000 and $20-,000. 
1 Oo/o on $20,000 and $30,000. 

and so on. 

1922. 

Normal tax 5% on all incomes · be
tween $-1,000 (unmarried) or $2,000 
up to $6,000. 8% on all over $6,000. 

Super tax: 
2 % on $·6,000 to 
4 % on 8,000 to 
6o/o on 10,000 to 

and so on. 

$10,000. 
10,000 . 

. 20,000. 

, 
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This Bill is founded on the Cana
dian Income Tax Bill, and in its pre
sent form was before a Select Com
mittee of the House of Assembly for 
some weeks. That Cammi ttee had a 
·number of conferences and went into 
the matter very fully with tax assessor 
O'Rielly and the solicitor for the 
House. The Board of Trade appoint
ed Mr. Harvey as their representative 
to meet this Select Committee, and as 
a result of the various conferences the 
taxation on Limited Liability Com
panies was placed upon the same scale 
as the taxation on private individuals, · 

I 

viz., 5% on incomes exceeding $2,000 
and not exceeding $6,000, and Bo/o on 
incomes exceeding $6,000, with no 
super tax as is payable in the case of 
large private incomes. This Bill has 
passed the House of Assembly unani
mously. The representative of the 
Board of Trade stated on behalf of the 

• 

Cammi ttee of the Board of Trade 
which considered the matter, that the 
pro.visions of the Bill relatin!g to the 
more efficient enforcement of the Act 
were provisions which they thought 
highly desirable. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-r should like 
to ask a question in reference to the 
members of a Limited Liability Com
pany. Under the Bill the Company 
first is taxed at So/o on its profits up 

' 
to $5,000 and a higher rate for suc-
ceeding amounts. The balance of pro
fit left to the concern may be divided 
between two, three, four or a half
dozen persons composing that firm, 
will the members of the firm be com
pelled to, furnish an income return and 
be taxable on the remainder of profit 
that comes to them,? 

HON. MR. BISHOP:-There is a 
clause in the Bill as we go on which 
deals with this,-Clause D. It ap
pears to me we cannot reasonably be 
expected to be taxed twice over on the 
same funds. I am ad<rised that we are 
not. If the company were taxed i 'l1 
• 

globo they cannot ask one to pay that 
proportion of the tax all over again. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-I fail 
to see why a Limited Liability Com
pany should not pay the same 
dividend that the individu'al pays. I 
read recently that gentlemen in ~Eng

land are turning the control of their , 
property over to a one-man compan)' 
by which they are hoping to get re
duced taxation. If a man puts his 
money into business why should he 
not have to pay the same taxes as the 
individual. This, however, is a money 
Bill and our discussion cannot bring 
us anywhere. 

On page 12, sub-section (i) pro~ 

vides that an income derived from any 
pension granted to any member of 
His Majesty's Military, Naval or Air 
Forces, for any disability suffered by 
the pensioner, and the income derived 
from any pension granted -to any de
pendent relative shall be free from in-

. come tax. I bring up the question 
whether or not this effects all th'e in
come of such pension because in my 
opinion the position is not made clear 
in the Bill before us. However as I 
have already said this is a Money Bill 
and cannot be amended in this Cham
ber. 

HON. MR. BISHOP:-Mr. Chair~ 
man, is this sub-section (a) on pa.ge 8 
a fixed rule, or is there something in 
the Act which provides otherwise? 
There · are gentlemen here who are un
married, but are they not allowed the 
same as a married man, seeing that 
they have to maintain households? ln 
other words, are they not permitted 
exemption to the amount of $2,000, 
and not merely $1,000? Is . not that 
principle now recognized by the As-

. ses·sor? 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Mr. 
Chairman, I raised that point just a 
moment ago. It is somewhat a per
sonal one, and for ,that reason it is 
rather awkward for me to be ··making 



• 

• 
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claim, but it is a difference from the 
former Act in which the heads of 
households were put on the same foot
ing as married men with families, and 
these also have the advantage of an 
exemption to the amount of $200.00 
under another section for every mem
ber of their household who might be 
considered a dependent. It seems 
that it is an inequality that ought not 
to exist, but the objection is that it 
has been found very difficult to draw a 
distinction, to kriow just where · to 
draw the 'line. 

HON. MR. MILLEY :-I should like 
to know, Mr. Chairman, ·why it is that 
the Governor, Jud1ges of the Supreme 
Court, and the Judge of the Central 
District Court, are not liable to taxa
tion under this Bill. 

HON. MR. SHEA:-I think this Bill 
is based somewhat on the Canadian 
law, and in Canada these exemptions 
are made. That is the only reason I 
can give. I am not aware that the 
Governor or any Judge sent in a 

• 

special application. 

HON. SIR P. , T. McGRATH :-I 
raised this point last year, and point
ed out that it was morally wrong, and 
suggested that opportunity be taken 
when next the Bill was being amend;
ed that the Governor who succeeds the 
present be subject to taxation. The 
Governor gets a fairly large salary 
and has ·certain other advantages, and 
he ought to contribute. The exemp
tion of the Judges is, in my opinion, 
indefensible. In England all Judges 
pay a ·tax. Here the Judges a couple 
of ·years ago when wages generally 
were being reduced got an increase in 
salary, and now they are ~xempt from 
Income Tax. The exemption of the 
Judge of the Central District Court is 
even more indefensible, because the 
position is only that of a Magistrate, 
and why the man in St. John's should 
be exempt and the man in Carbonea r 
not e.xempt is more than I can under-

· stand, except that the man in St. 
John's has greater pull tha·n the . man 
in Carbonear. Then with respect to 
clergymen, I suppos.e the majority 
would not be liable to income tax. 
But there is one congre.gation in St. 
John's, small perhaps but probably 
the wealthiest in the country, whicl1 
pays the clergyman a good salary. 
Whether he should contribu

1

te his 
quota is a question that is worth de
bating. I suppose, though, that few 
would object to the clergymen being 
exempt, but I think to leave men who 

I 

are getting large salaries like the Gov· 
ernor and the Jud.ges exempt has ef
fects far more detrimental than would 
be. imagined at first sight. There is a 
great deal of absurdity about going in
to Cou1rt and seeing gentlemen 
·sentencing minor off enders to gaol and 
then to find that when it comes · to a: 
matter of taxation they get all the ad
vantage and the poor unfortunate who 
can only earn· his bread has to pay. I 
think the principal is wrong, and I 
hope many years will not pass before 
we see the end of it. 

HON. MR. BISHOP :-As the last 
speaker has said, Mr. Chairman, the 

. position is indefensible and ought not 
to be continued. As he has said, the 
Judges of the Supreme Court had their 
salaries increased by about twenty
five per cent within the last one or 
two years. But whatever salary they 
get, it should be paid to · them as 
salary. I know clergymen who resent 
the implication that they ought to be 
free from taxation. True . it is that 
there are a good many who would 
never have to contribute, but at the 
same time there is no reason whatever . 
why the , District Court J udg·e who has 
a very niuch better salary and little or 
no more expense than the Stipendiary 

Magistrates at Harbor Grace, Carbon

ear or Burin, or other place should be 

free of this taxation. I think it is only 



• 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 79 

right that we should express our feel
ings about it. 

HON. MR. BISHOP:-Just before 
yott rise the Committee, Mr. Chair
man, how are outstanding disputes to 
be settled after the passin:g o.f this 

I 

Bill. The Bill an nus the act in force. 
There are some outstanding differ
ences, assessments not collected at the 
present time. 

HON. MR. , SHEA:-I will make a· 
note of that point and find out. 

On motion the Committee rose, re
ported progress, and asked leave to 

• • sit again. 
HON. THE PRESIDENT read a 

message from the House of Assembly 
informing the Council that they had 
passed. the following Bills, namely, 

''An Act further to amend the Rev
enue Act, 1905'''; 

''An Act to amend the Sales ' Tax 
Act, 1921''; 

''An Act to amend the St. John's 
Municipal Council Act, 1921,'' in which 
they requested the concurrence of the 
Cou1ncil. 

On motion the Council adjourned 
until Monday, June 19th, at 4 p.m. 

MONDAY, June 19th, 1922. 
The House met at 4 p.m. pursuant 

to adjournment. 
The Bill ''An Act to amend the 

Sales Tax Act, 1921,'' was read a first 
and second time, and the House went 
into Committee on the same. 

HON. MR. ELLIS :-I notice, Mr. 
' Chairman, that the insurance ·prem

iums in St. John's continue high, and 
the higher the tax we make, the 
higher the premiums become. I cer
tainly think the matter should be con
sidered and that the discrepancy 
which exists between the insurance 

\ 

premiums paid here and the premiums 
paid in other places should be in
quired into. 

HO.N . . MR. POWER :-Mr. Chair
man, I wish · to support the Hon. Mr. 

Ellis in that contention. I cannot un .. 
derstand why this tax was p'ut on the 
party taking out the insurance. I 
think the companies should pay it, and 
that it should not be a charge on the 
person taking out the insurance. I 
was connected with the Council some 
years ago, and we had a new water 
service put in. There was some talk 
then of a reduction in insurance rates 
because of the splendid water service, 
but instead of that we find that the 
rates have gone up. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-That 
is . another case, Mr. Chairman, of 
anticipat~ons not being realized. 
Everybody will remember that one of 
the strong arguments in favour of the 
Prohibition Bill was that there would 
be a reduction in the Police Poree. 
Now instead of having the ordinary 
police we have to have a force of 
Mounted Police. Similarly in connec
tion with the water service. It was 
said that when the new water service 
was installed there would be an auto
matic reduction in rates. They have 
not gone down; if anything, they have 
gone up, and I agree that there ought 
to be an explanation of why they have 
gone up. I would like to see a com
parison of the rates paid in St. John's 
for the last ten years, and a statement 
of fl re losses on the other side. Then 
we would get a better idea of where 
we stood. The honourable .gentleman 
in charge of the Bill is one of the fire 
insurance fraternity, and he says that 
out of a payment of $680,000 in prem
iums the loss for six months ~as bee.n 
over $400,000. Well, we have had a 
heavy fire in St. John's. The Martin
Royal Stores Hardware was a big orie. 
but I take it that a large contribution 
to the $400,000 is the Bonne Bay fire, 
and there have been fires in other 
parts of the country as well. I am in
clined to think that probably half the 
amount is represented by fires in St~ 
John's for this half year, and of 



80 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

course the Martin fire is the big item 
in that. What the insurance prem
iums amount to for St. John's I do not 
know. It does seem strange in view 
of the expenditure to which the• Muni
cipal C.ouncil has gone in promoting 
the efficiency of the Fire Department 
and in improving the water service 
that there has been no reduction in 
insurance rates. I read a few days 
ago in the New York Journal of Com-

/ 

merce the statement that in Halifax 
ordinary insurance was between thirty 
to fifty cents per hundred. That is 
about half the rate here. Well now, 
why should that difference be. I do 
not think we can look to see rates cut 
more than a small amount per cent, 
but if insurance companies can afford 
to give a rate in Halifax of about half 
of what we pay, I think there should 
be an inquiry why we pay so mu·ch. 

HON. MR. WINTER :~That is not 
correct. Our rates compare very fav
ourably with the rates in Halifax or 
any other Maritime town. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-As
suming that the rate I have stated is 
correct, how would you explain it? 
It was a general view of the situation. 
Now, with refetence to the suggestion 
of the honourable gentleman as to 
paying taxes by stamp, of course, that 
would be a very good idea, but it is 
open to the objection that everybody 
who wants to pay an insurance prem
ium would tiave to calculate the 
amount of stamps. That is very dif
ferent from putting stamps on cheques 
or letters. The percentage of the 
stamp to go on every receipt would 
have to be figured out. 

HON. MR. MEWS:-It is Mr. Eilis's 
idea that the insurance company would 
provide the stamp. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH :-Well, 
it might be done that way. That would 
be no more complicated than for the 
person who pays the premium to do it .. 
The insured party would ultimately 

have to pay it. The same position 
with respect to the Sales Tax on local
ly-manufactured goods with everybody 
who is buying anything. Everybody 
who buys pays the Sales Tax, and the 
Government levies upon the whole
saler later, but the wholesaler has the 
advantage of our money in the mean
time until the Government comes 
around. 

Committee rose and reported the 
Bill having passed without amend
ment. The report was received, and 
on motion the said Bill was read a 
third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly with 
a message informing that body that 
the Council had passed the same with-

1 
out amendment. , 

Second reading of Bill entitled ''An 
= 

Act Further to amend the Revenue 
Act, 1905.'' 

HON. MR. SHEA :-Mr. President, 
this Bill is framed to meet the changes 
that have been made in the duty on 
kerosene oil and other articles on 
which reductions have been made. I 
would move its second reading. 

The Bill was thereupon read a 
second time, and on motion the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the said Bill. Hon. Mr. 
Cook in the Chair. 

On motion Committee rose and re
ported the Bill having passed without 
amendment. It was thereupon read a 
third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly with a 
.message informing that body that the 
Council had passed the same without 
amendment. 

Second reading of Bill ''An Act to ... 
amend the Sales Tax Act, 1921.'' 

HON. MR. SHEA:-Mr. President, 
this Bill merely follows on the Rev
enue Amendment Bill. I move the 
second reading. 

The said Bill was then read a· second 
time, and on motion the House re
solved itself into a Committee of the 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 81 

Whole on the Bill. Hon. Mr. Murphy 
in the Chair. 

On motion the Committee rose and 
reported the Bill having passed with
ou1t amendment. The report was re
ceived and on motion the sai.d Bill was 
read a third time, passed and ordered 
to be sent to the House of Assembly 
with a message that th,e Council had 
passed the same without amendment. 

Second reading of Bill ''An Act to 
amend the St. John's Municipal Coun
cil Act, 1921." 

HOr~. MR. SHEA :-This is merely 
a technical bill, brought in to correct 
some errors in the 1921 Muncipal Bill. 
To obviate some questions 1that may 
arise it was thought desirable to bring 
in , this Bill. I move its second read-
• 

· 1ng. 

The Bill was thereupon read a 
second time. On motion the House 
resolved itself into a Committee .of the 
Whole on the Bill. Hon. Mr. R wer 
in the· Chair. 

lfON. SIR P. 1'. McGRATH:-Mr. 
Chairman, this is a section over which 
there has been some . discussion in th(; 
Lower I-I 011se, and all I desire to sa)7 

is to express my regret that the Gov
ernment feels it is necessary to take 
a section of that ground to build a 
N or1nal School. Already the area l1as 
been cut into greatly various ways, 
and 8.fter the school is built and a suf
ficient plot of ground set apart to 

-make an appropriate centre for it, 
there will be very little left for the 
)rou.nger element for \vhom it is un
derstood it is to be a playground. 
Twenty-five or thirty years ago it was 
a very extensive area and it was open 
for the u'.se of the public in general. 
Now the entire eastern area, fully 
one-third of the entire grounds, has 
been · taken .over for police purposes. 
Down on the south part of it we have 
two or three buildings, schools, arm
ories> etc., and the' most unsightly ex
cavation in the city of St. John's 

where clay has been taken out for 
years past for roads. Now to go up to 
the north side, a section of it is being • 
taken for this Normal School, and, as 
I see it, when that is built, what will 
be left for the children will be very 
little. I think this a sound argument, 
that if twenty years ago when the 
town was not nearly so large and 
when the section in the vicinity o·f the 

' 

Parade Grou.nd was not nearly so 
t'hickly populated as it is to-day, it 
\\'as found that this ground was neces
sary as a breathing ground for the 
young people, it is a s.ad commentary 
on our progressive ideas that to-day 
when the town has practically 40,000 
people we are cutting this ground up 
piecemeal. I have no objection to the 
erection of a Normal School. There 
are arguments that could be advanced 

.,why a Normal School should be put 
"' . 

somewhere in that vicinity, but I think 
other sites could have been secured 
without taking another one-third of 
this ground. For instance, the Pres
byterian Church and the Method'ist 
College have been built on the south
side of Harvey Road. There is a large 
track of land on the south of the 
house occupied by the Inspector Gen
eral. Why a section of that could not 
be taken to build a Normal School I 
am at a loss to understand. I think it 
would be better to do that than to take 
another section out of the Parade 
Ground with the result that what will 
be left will be little good for any- pur
pose. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:-! may say 
that I was one of the Committee ap
pointed to take this matter up with the 
Council. We called upon, the Mayor 
and found that the project was to 
build a million-dollar play place of 
some description on the Parade 
Ground. It did not seem that that 
would ever materialize. We looked 
o,1er the situation and found it neces
sary to select a free site, if possible; 

I 



, 

' 

82 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

a site that would be large enou.gh for 
a Normal School would cost a great 
deal of money. We have a certain 
vote for the purpose, and we want to 
spend all that money by supplying 
labour which is so desperately needed. 
There are now very little building 
operations going on. People who 
meditate building are holding up with 
the hope of materials lessening in 
price. Lumber has reached an almost 
rock-bottom price, but still people are 
holding off, and that means that a 
tremendous number of men are out of 
employment. Our object is to · find 
employment and the Government is 
anxious to spend the money alotted 
for this purpose in c·onstruction work. 
Personally I think that there is too 
mttch play now and not enough going 
to school. The Normal School is a 
necessity. There is a play.ground near 
the site-St. George's Field-which 
has accommodated sportsmen for 
years. The Parade Ground· has been 
allocated to the various churches for 
armories. The excavation ref erred to 
by hon. friend Sir P. T. McGrath is 
the property of the Methodist Guards. 
They purpose building an armo11ry 
there. This land was granted to them 
some years ago. So with three arm
ories on it there will not be much of 
the ground le-ft. When asked a few 
years ago to give a course of lectures 
to the teachers attending the Summer 
School, I saw the absolute necessity 
of an institution for the training of 
teachers. The idea is to obtain a site 
in a suitable locality and near the col
leges so that it would be within easy 
reach of students. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-! 
wi?h merely to repeat ,that I have no 
objection, nor has anyone I presume, 
to the erection of a .Normal School. 

. The fact that the Normal School is a 
necessity is no argument that the 
Parade Ground should be taken. A 
member of the other House admitted 

• 

that the Normal School was to be the 
nucleus of a university, if that be so 
many additional buildings will be 
erected in time. · St. George's Field 
does not quite fill the need in the com
munity that the Parade Ground does. 
It . is used by the different sporting or
ganizations. The Parade Ground is a 
play~ground for those who are not able 
to .go to St. George's Field. I was not 
aware that the properity I enquired 
about was belonging to the Methodist 
Guards. I much prefer that the build-, 
ing be erected somewhere else than on 
the Parade Ground and that the play
ground ·of the children of the present 
as well as those of future years be 
left untouched. The Normal School is 
not going to improve those teachers 
operating in the Outports. It \von't 
affect them in the least degree. How
ever, as the gentlemen in the Lower 
House, representatives of the people, 
have let this go, I shall content myself 
by re.gisterin.g my vote on the matter. 

HON. MR. ELLIS:-The Govern
ment are wise in building a Normal 
School. It is a necessary institution 
and should have been built years ago. 
With regard to the site for its erec
tion, I take the same vie~ as my 
hon. friend Sir P. T. McGrath and 
others, that it should be built in St. 
John's in a place not to interfere with 
the recreation ground. There are 
hundreds of children in the neigl1-
bourhood of the Parade Ground who 
are more under their parents eye 
there than in the parks. It is a pit~' 

to destroy this playground. I was not 
aware either until Hon. Dr. Campbell 
just stated it, that the site on Harvey 
Road was acquired by the Methodist 
Gu.ards, as a matter of fact I was go
ing to suggest that it would be a good 
place .for the school. It would be 
more acces·sible in winter as the road 

leading to it is a better one than the 

one going up the northern side. But 
• • 

• 

\ 
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surely the Methodists don't require all 
that ground? 

HQN. DR. CAMPBELL:-This 
ground was allocated-the whole sec
tion-about eight years ago. · 

HON. MR. COOK:-Yes, this land . 
was given some seven or eight years 
ago. They have not been given the 

' 

title to it yet. 
HON. MR. ELLIS:-There is room 

for an armoury and a school also. 
There are 200 f eef. I would not like 
to see the playground taken up. I · 
agree that the school if erected on 
Harvey Road would have a better 
situation. The view of the harbottr 
would never be blotted out. Whereas 
if it is built on the playground the 
view may be intercepted by the erec
tion of other buildings. There is ~1 

quadrangle in the N.E. corner, near 
the policemen's gardens. Why not 
take that? 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:-Then 
we should have the policemen on ottr 
backs: · 

HON. MR. ELLIS :-I think with 
' . 

other speakers it would 
better to have chosen 

I 

)place, and have le~t the 
as it is. 

have been 
some other 

playground 

HON. MR. COOK :-I agree with 
the other speakers in connection with 
the Normal School. In an interview 
with the Minister of Education and 
the Minister' of Agriculture and Mines 

• 

I pointed ou~ that whilst I was in f av-
our of building a Normal School yet I 
should rather another site should be 
chosen instead of the Parade Ground. 
After several interviews they came to 
the conclusion that they could not get 
another site in the city which would 
meet the requirements of the Normal 
School. As it must be in close prox
imity to the other colle.ges. Then · af
ter several interviews we · discussed 
the matter of Harvey Road. In that 
position progress would be retarded if 
additions were required in the near 

future. Then the suggestion wa.s 
made to use the ground now used as 
the policemen's gardens. That was 
offset by the idea that it was the in
tention of the Government to build 
houses for the policemen inste~d of 
their having to rent houses as at pre
sent. Practically now the idea is to 
give half the ground mentioned be
fore for· the Normal School and the 
other half, roughly speaking the same 
area of enclosure as that of St. 
George's Field, to be used as a play-

• 
ground. It is a case of Holison's 
choice with the Municipal Council-
it is a matter of P. operty over which 
we have no legal control. The pro
perty was left to the custody of the 
Municipal . Col:lncil. The present 
co·uncil is carrying out the · sugge·s
tions made by the late Council. The 
Government was to make t.he neces
sary legislation so that -· the Council 
wottld be legally entitled to take pos-:
session of it. Some controversy took 
place. The Council requested the 
Government to give them the neces·
sary papers so that they would be en
abled to pass part of the land over to 
the Government and retain part for a 
play-$round. This has been a bone of 
contention and discussion has lasted 
three or four weeks. No doubt the 
hon. n1embers saw how the municipal
ity was sandbagged in consequence. 
We regret that no other place but the 
Parade Ground is available for the 
Normal School which so many citizens 
are . so anxious to see erected. With .. 
regard to the Methodist Guards the 
site was granted them to build their 
armoury on the same condition as the 
Church Lads. As I ha.ve already men
tioned the Municipal Council have no 

. authority to give a · lease to this 
ground. It is Imperial property. 

The Committee · rose and reported . 
having passed the Bill without amend
ment. 

J t was then read a third time and it 
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was ordered that it be sent to t11e 
House of Assembly with a message to 
the eff~ct that this House had passed 
the same withot1t an amendment. 

The Bill entitled ''The Public Aerial 
Service Act'' was read a· first tiine. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the 
House then resolved itself into Com-

• 
mittee of the Whole on this Bill. 

Hori. Mr. Mews · in the Chair. 
' 

The Committee rose and reported 
that it had · passed this Bill without an 
amendment. 

The Bill was then read a third time. 
· Hon. Mr. Shea intimated that His 

Excellency the Governor would at
tend on to-morrow . morning at . 11 a.m. 
in order to assent to several Bills. 

The House therefore adjourned ac
cordingly. 

---
TUESDAY, July 20th, 1922. 

The House met at 11 a.m. pursuant 
to adjourn·ment. 

His Excellency the · Governor, Sir 
Charles A. Harris, having arrived, the 
members of the Hon. House of As
sembly were summoned and upon their 
being come thereto, His Excellency 
w~ pleased to give his assent to the 
following Bills, namely: 

I 

• 

., 

''An Act for the more eff ectu ~11 

transfer of c.ertain properties to the 
Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation 
of St. John's.'' 

. 
· ''An Act respecting 

Sanatarium and the 
pita!." 

. 

the Tuberculosis 
Sudbury Hos-

''An Act to amend the St. John's 
Municipal Act.'' 

''An Act to amend the . Sales Tax 
Act, 1921.'' 0 

''An Act further to amend· the Rev
enue Act, 190·5." 

''An Act respecting a Tax u1pon cer- , 
tain Incomes." 

''An · Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain sums of money for 
def raying certain expenses of the Pub
lic Service for ·· the Financial Years 
ending respectively the thirtieth . day 
of June, 1922, and the thirtieth day of 
June, 1923, and _for other purposes 
relating to the Public Service." 

Members of the Hon. House of As
sembly then withdrew. 

His Excellency then retired. 

· Upon motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the 
House adjourned until October 30th. 
next at 4 o'clock. 
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