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PROCEEDINGS • 

of the 

House of Assembly of Newfoundland 

SESSION, 1924 
WEDNESDAY, July 9th, 1924. 

Begun and holden at St. John's in 
the said Island on Wednesday, the 
ninth day of July, Anno . Domini, 
Nineteen Hundred and Twenty-four, 
bei11g in the Fifteenth year of tl1e 
reign of ·His Majesty our Sovereign 
Lord George, by the Grace of God, of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain · 
and Ireland, and of the British Do
minions beyond the Seas, King, De
fender of the Faith, Emperor of India. 

His Excellency William Lamond 
Allardyce, Esquire, Knight Command
er of the Most Distinguished Order 
of St. Michael and St. George, Gover
nor and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Island of Newfoundland ancj 
its Dependencies, by His Proclama
tion bearing . date the 25th day of 
April last, having dissolved the late 
Ge11eral Assembly, and by His Procla
mation bearing date the 3rd day of 
Jul)' having appointed Wednesday the 
9th day of July for the Meeting of . 
the said General Assembly for the 
despatch of business, the following 
are the names of the Members re
turned by the Returning Officers of 
the several Electoral Districts to 
rep:resent the said Districts in the 
General Assembly:-

I-ION. SIR JOHN .C. CROSBIE, 

K.B.E., 

WILLIAM JOSEPH BROWNE, 
ESQ., 

WILLIAM J.i...,. LINEGAR, ESQ., 
(St. John's Western Division). 

HON. WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, 
CYRIL J. FOX, ESQ., 
NICHOLAS J. VINICOMBE, ESQ., 

(St. John's Eastern Division). 

MAJOR PETER J. CASHIN, 
PHILIP F. MOORE, ESQ., 

Ferr~land. 

HON. MICHAEL S. SULLIVAN, 
WILLIAM J. WALSH, ESQ., 
EDWARD F. SINNOTT, ESQ., 

Placentia & St. Mary's. 

HAROLD BERTRAM CLYDE 
LAKE, ESQ., 

HON. JOSEPH J. LONG, 
Burin. 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, ESQ., 
Fortune Bay. 

WALTER McK. CHAMBERS, ESQ., 
Burgeo and LaPoile. 

THOMAS J. POWER, ESQ., 
St. George's. 

JOHN H. SCAMMELL, ESQ., 
St. Barbe. 
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THOMAS G. W. ASHBOURNE, 
ESQ., 

KENNETH M. BROWN, ESQ., 

GEORGE F. GRIMES, ESQ., 

Twillingate. 

RICHARD HIBBS, ESQ., Fogo. 

HON, WALTER S. MONROE, 

LEWIS LITTLE, ESQ., 

WILLIAM C. WINSOR, ESQ., 

Bona vista. 

WILLIAM W. HALFYARD, ESQ., 

ISAAC R. RANDELL, ESQ., 

EDWIN J. GODDEN, ESQ., 

Trinity. 
·-~ I 

HON. RICHARD CRAMM, 

JOHN C. PUDDESTER, ESQ., 

Bay de Verde. 

' 

ROBERT DUFF, ESQ., Carbonear. 

ALBERT E. HICKMAN, ESQ., 

HON. JOHN R. BENNETT, 

CHARLES E. RUSSELL, ESQ., 

Harbour Grace. 

HON. F. GORDON BRADLEY, 

Port de Grave. 

HON. WILLIAM J. WOODFORD, 

CYRIL J. CAHILL~ ESQ. 

Harbour Main. 

By virtue of a Commission under 
the Great Seal to the Honourable .T. 
D. Ryan, President of the Legislative 
Council, tl1e Honourable A. B. Morine 
and the Honourable S. Milley, Mem
bers of the said Council, which is as 
follows: 

COMMISSION. 

(Sgd.) 

GEORGE T H E 
FIFTH by the 
Grace of God, 
of the United 

W. L. Allardyce. K i n g d o m of 
Governor. G r e a t Britain 

and Ireland, and 
of . the British 
Dominions be
yond the Seas, 
King, Defender 
of the Faith, 
Emperor of In
dia. 

To all to whom these Presents shall 
comU-e-

Greeting: 

Know ye that We have a_ppointed 
the Honourable James D. Ryan, the 
Honourable Samuel Milley, and the 
Honourable Alfred B. Morine, Mem
bers of our Legislative Council, to be 
Commissioners, they, or either of 
them, to administer the Oath of 
Allegiance to the undermentioned 
persons, elected to serve in the House 
of Asesmbly for the several Districts 
and Divisions of Districts set oppos
ite their names, respectively, and 
appointed by Proclamation of Our 
Governor of Our Colony of Newfound
land to be holden in St. John's on the 
ninth day of this instant month:-

(Sgd.) W. J. HIGGINS, 
Attorney General. 

I-ION. SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE, 
K.B.E., 

WILLIAM JOSEPH BROWNE, ·ESQ., 
WILLIAM F. LINEGAR, ESQ., 

(St. John's Western Division). 

HON. -WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, 
CYRIL J. FOX, ESQ., 

NICHOLAS J. VINICOMBE, ESQ., 
(St. John's Eastern Division). 

MAJOR PETER J. CASHLN, 
PHILIP F. MOORE2 ESQ .• 

Ferry land. 
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HON. MICHAEL S. SULLIVAN, 
WILLIAM J. WALSH, ESQ., 
EDWARD F. SINNOTT, ESQ., 

Placentia & St. Mary's. 

HAROLD BERTRAM CLYDE 
LAKE, ESQ., 

HON. JOSEPH JAMES LONG, 
Burin. 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, ESQ., 
Fortune Bay. 

WALTER McK. CHAMBERS, ESQ., 
Burgeo & LaPoile. 

THOMAS J. POWER, ESQ., 
St. George's. 

JOHN H. SCAMMELL, ESQ., 
St. Barbe. 

KENNETH M. BROWN, ESQ., 
GEORGE F. GRIMES, ESQ., 
THOMAS G. W. ASHBOURNE, ESQ., 

Twillingate. 

RICHARD HIBBS, ESQ., Fogo. 

HON. WALTER S. MONROE, 
LEWIS LITTLE, ESQ., 
WILLIAM C. WINSOR, ESQ., 

Bona vista. 

WILLIAM W. HALFYARD, ESQ., 
ISAAC R. RANDELL, . ESQ., 
EDWIN J. GODDEN, ESQ., 

Trinity. 

HON. RICHARD CRAMM, 
JQHN C. PUDDESTER, ESQ., 

. B_ay de Verde. 

ROBERT DUFF, ESQ., 
Carbon ear. 

ALBERT E. HICKMAN, ESQ., 
HON. JOHN R. BENNETT, 
CHARLES E. RUSSELL, ESQ., 

Harbour Grace. . 
, 

HON. F. GORDON BRADLEY, 

Port de Grave. 

HON. WILLIAM J. WOODFORD, 

CYRIL J. CAHILL, ESQ., 

Harbour Main. 

Giving to them, or either of them, 
full power and authority to perform 
the matters hereinbefore mentioned, 
ratifying and confirming all whatso
ever they, or either of them, shall do 
and perform in this behalf, and where
of they, or either of them, are to make 
due return under their hands and seals 
unto Our Governor and Our said Col
ony, with these Presents annexed. 

Given under the Great Seal of Our 
aforesaid Colony of Newfoundland. 

Witness Our Trusty and Well-
1beloved Sir William Lam.and 
Allardyce, Knight Commander 
of the M·ost Distinguished Order 
of Saint Michael and Saint 
George, Governor and Com
mander:...in-Chief in and over Our 
said Colony of Newfoundland, at 
St. John's, in Our said Colony, 
this 8th day of July, A.D. 1924, 
and in the Fifteenth year of Our 
Reign. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

(Sgd.) J. R. BENNETT, 

Colonial Secretary. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF NEW· 
FOUND LAND. 

The said Commissioners came into 
the Council Chamber between the 

) ' 

hours of two and three of the clock 
on the said Ninth day of July, Henry 
Y. Mott, Esquire, Clerk of the House 
of Assembly, as in. duty bound attend
ing, and the names of the Members 
returned for the several Districts and 
Divisio.ns of Districts having been 
called over by the Clerk, they appear
ed with the exception of 
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WILLIAM J. BROWNE, 
and took and subscribed the Oath of 
Allegiance in the presence of the said 
Commissioners, as follows: 

HON. SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE, 
K.B.E., 

WILLIAM F. LINEGAR, ESQ., 
St. John's Western Division. 

HON. WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, 
CYRIL J. FOX, ESQ., 
NICHOLAS J. VINICOMBE, ESQ., 

S•t. John's Eastern Division. 

MAJOR PETER J. CASHIN, 
PHILIP F. MOORE, ESQ., 

Ferry land. 

HON. MICHAE'L S. SULLIVAN, 
WILLIAM J. WALSH, ESQ., 
EDWARD F. SINNOTT, ESQ., 

Placentia .& St. Mary's. 

HA~OLD BERTRAM CLYDE LAKE, 
ESQ., 

HON. JOSEPH JAMES LONG, 
Burin. 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, ESQ., 
Fortune Bay. 

WALTER McK. CHAMBERS, ESQ., 
Burgeo & LaPoile. 

THOMAS J. POWER, ESQ., 
S•t. George's. 

JOHN H. SCAMMELL, E·SQ., 
St. Barbe. 

WILLIAM W. HALF·ARD, E·SQ., 
IS•AAC R. RANDELL, ESQ., 
EDWIN J. GODDEN, ESQ.t ·· ·' 

Trinity~ 

HON. RICHARD CRAMl\'.I, 
JOHN C. PUDDESTER, ESQ., 

Bay de Verde. 

ROBERT DUFF, ESQ., 
Carbonear. 

ALBERT E. HICKMAN,' ESQ., 
I 

HON. JOHN R. BENNETT, 
CHARLE·S E. RUSSELL, ESQ., 

Harbour ·Grace. 

HON. F. GORDON BRADLEY, 
P.ort de Grave. 

HON. WILLIAM J. WOODFORD, 
CYRIL J. CAHILL, ESQ., 

Harbour Main. . . 
' 

At three of the clock, the Gentleman 
Usher of the Black Rod appeared at 

. { . ' 

the Bar and said: 

Gentlemen of the House of . As
sembly-

"His Excellency the Governor re
. quests your immediate attendance· in 
the Council Chamber." 

Accordingly, the Members of ·· the 
Assembly proceeded to the · Council 
Chamber, where the following Com
mission was read by the Clerk of the 
Legislative Council: 

COMMISSION • 

By' His Excellency 
Sir William La

KENNETH M. BROWN, ESQ., . W. L. Allardyce, 
mond Allardyce, 
Knight · C o ·m -
mander · of · · the GEORGE F. GRIMES, ESQ., Governor . . 

. THOMAS G. W. ASHBOURNE, ESQ., 
Twillingate. 

RICHARD HIBBS, ESQ., 
Fogo. 

HON. WALTER S. MONROE, 
LEWIS LITTLE, ESQ., 
WILLIAM C. WINSOR, ESQ., 

Bona vista. 

Most Distinguish
ed Order of Saint 
Michael .,. a n d 
Saint G e o r g e , 
Governor a n d 
Commander - in -
Chief · in · and · ov
er the Colony of 
Newfoundland. 
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To-

Honourable James D. Ryan, 
Honourable Samuel Milley, and 
Honourable Alfred B. Morine, K.C., 

Members of Our Legislative 
· Council, 

Greeting: 

Whereas I have deemed it expedi
ent that the First Session of the 
Twenty - sixth General Assembly 
sho~ld be open for the despatch of 
business on Wednesday, the Ninth day 
of this instant month, whereof I have 
given notice in my Proclamation dated 
the Third day of July instant; and 

Whereas it is not convenient that 
the purposes for which I have called 
the said General Assembly together 
should be declared on the said day, 
nor until the Members of the House 
of Assembly have proceeded to the 
choice of a S1peaker, you, the said 
Honourable James D. Ryan, Honour
able Samuel Milley, and Honourable 
Alfred B. Morine, are hereby author
ized and directed to signify to the 
Mem1bers of the said House of As
sembly on the Ninth day of this in
stant month, that it is my pleasure 
that they should proceed to the choice 
of some proper person to be their 
Speaker, and present such person on 
the following day for my approbation. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at 
the Government House, St. 
John·'s, this 8th day of July, 
A.D. 1924. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

(Sgd.) J. R. BENNETT, 
Colonial Secretary. 

W. J. Higgins, 
· · Attorney General. 

The Honourable James D. Ryan, 
President of the Legislative Council, 
then said:-

"It is not convenient for His Excel
lency the Governor to declare the 
reasons for His calling this General 
Assembly on this day, and it being 

necessary that a Speaker of the House 
of Assembly should be first chosen, 
you, Gentlemen of the House of As
sembly, will repair to the place where 
you are to sit, and there proceed to 
the appointment of some proper person 
to be your Speaker, and present such 
person whom you shall choose here 
to-morrow, at three of the clock, for 
His Excellency's approbation.'' 

And the Members having returned 
to the Assembly Room, the Honour
able the Prime Minister, addressing 
himself to the Clerk, who standing up 
pointed to him and then sat down, 
moved "that Cyril James Fox, Esquire, 
Member elected for the District of St. 
J 1ohn's (Eastern Division), do take 
the chair of this House as Speaker," 
which m·otion was seconded by Albert 
E. Hickman, Esquire, Member elected 
for the District of Harbour Grace. 

No other person being proposed as 
Speaker, Mr. Fox was una.nimously 
called by the House to the Ch_air, and 
was conducted to the Chair by the 
Members who proposed and seconded 
him. 

Whereupon, Mr. Speaker standing 
on the steps, addressed the House, 
expressing his gratitude to the Hon
ourable Members for the high honour 
unanimously conferred upon him. 

The House then adjourned until to
morrow afternoon, at a quarter to 
three of the clock. 

FRIDAY, July 10th, 1924. 

The House met at a quarter to 
three of the clock in the afternoon, 
pursuant to adjournment. 

At Three o'clock a message. from 
His Excellency the Governor vv-as de
livered by the Gentleman Usher of 
the Black Rod, commanding the im-
1nediate attendance of Mr. Speaker 
and the House in the Council Cham
ber. 

Whereupon Mr. Speaker and the 
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House attended His Excellency in the 
Council Chamber; and being returned 
to the Assembly Ro·om, Mr. Speaker 
informed the I-louse that, when in at
tendance upon His Excellency in the 
Council Cl1amber, His E·xcellency 11ad 
been pleased to approve of his elec
tion as Speaker of this House, and 
that in the riame and on behalf of the 
House. of Assembly he had, by hum
ble petition to l-Ils Excellen.cy, laid 
claim . to all their ancient rights and 
privileges, which His Excellency had · 
confirmed by them in as full and am
ple a ma.nner as they have bee·n grant
erl or allowed by His Excellency or 
any of his predecessors. Mr. Spe.ak~·r 

also· expressed his respectful acknow
ledgme~ ts for the high honour which 
the House had unanimously confer·
red upon him. 

Mr. Speaker further announced that 
'"~hilst in the Council C.hamber, His 
Excellency had 1.Jeen please·d to make 
a Speech to both branches of · the 
Legislature, of which Speech, for 
gre·ater accuracy, he had obtained a 
copy, which he then read to the 
House. as follows: 

l\Ir. Pre1sident and HonfJllra,ble Gen
tlemen ()J the Le·gisl'a.tive ·counci1I: 

l\'Ir. Spe·aker and ·· Ge11tle1men of the 
Hono·111·3ble IJ 011se o·i AsseJ11bly: 

I welcome you to this the first ses
sion of the twenty-sixth General As
sembly. Tl;le circumstances under 
'vhich you meet suggest that your 
deliberations ne·ed not be. protracted, 
for my advisers have not been in of
fice long enough to permit of that 
close investigation into public affairs 
'\\'"hich should pre.cede· legislation. 

Since the last General Assembly 
'\Vas prorogued, tl1ree a.dministrations 
have been appointe·d and two l1ave re
signed, and a General Election has re
sulted in a large majority for my 
present a.dvisers. Of my Ministers who 
sought re-election, all except two 

were returned by accla.mation, and 
tl1e two who . were opposed, obtained 
largely increased majorities. Many 
electors being absent at ·: this season, 
at the Fishery and elsewhere, from 
Bonavista District, the . two members 
who sit for that Const~tuency will 
seek re-election at a later date this 

) 

yean. 
' ' 

The Seal Fishery: this . Spring was 
a successful one, an.d the Cod Fishe·rY 
has commenced . ho·p·efully, with P.ros
pects of satisfactory marl}ets. Unem-:
ployment has decreased~ and upon 
the whole, a new spirit . of encour
agement is manifested by the people. 
of the ·colony. 

Field Marspal Earl Haig l1a.s re
cently honoured the Colony by his 

' ' ' 

presence under the aµspices of the 
Great War Vet~;rans' Association, to 
unveil a beautiful National Memorial 

' ' ' 

to the Colony)s loyal sons who fell 
. • l . • 

in the Great War, and the ma.nne·r. in 
' ' ' 

vvhich the occasion was ma.rked, and 
\ ' ' 

the success which attended the efforts 
' 

of those responsible will never ~e 

forgotten. The Field Marshal was ac
companied by Lady Haig, and war-

. ' ~ . ~ ' 

ships of Great Britain, France. and the 
f ' I; ' I ' ' : ' 

Ur1ited .States of America were pres-
• I ' ' 

ent in the Port of St. John's, and ·of-
ficers and crews took p~rt in the 
ceremony. 

' . 

lllr. S·pea.ker a.nd ·Ge·ntleme·n of th,e 
Hoilou1·a.ble Ho11se of .Llssembly: 

• I 

Estimates were provided by the pre
ceding Government for the considera
tion ·of the last General Assembly. 
l\iy present advisers have not b.ad suf
ficient ,time for a complete considera
tion of those estimates. They have 
am.ended them in SO!Jle particulars, 
only in the direction of greater ' econ
omy and propose to submit them as 
amended, with a promise that such 
further economies shall be made as 
investigation may prove feasible. 

The Enquiry by Auditors into the 
affa.irs of several Public Deportments 
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instituted by a recent Government, 
has been steadily pursued, but has 
not ·yet reached a stage which would 
justify an Enquiry on Oath. When 
such a stage ha.s been reached, a Com
missioner to hold the Enquiry will be 
obtaine,d from England. In the mean
time, investigations · on even a wider 
scale· than was proposed, will be 
comm'ericed. ' 

Mi·. President 1ind Honourable Gen
tlemen of tl1e Legislative Co11nci'l: 

Mi·. Speaker and Ge1ntlemen of the 
Honourable House· of Assenibly: 

It is .publicly recognized that the 
Prohibition Act 11as not been en
forced, and that unlawful practices 
with reference to the importation, 
manufacture and sale of . liquor, have 
become general. ~i\. measure designed 
towards more adequate contr·ol, and 
to decrease the many evils which re·
sult from law tlreaking, will be sub-
mitted to you. 

,, 

The· excessive cost of public print
ing and stationery have· induced my 
Ministers ·to prepare for your consid
eration, a Bill designed to place the 
matter under the control Qf the Col
onial Secretary, with a special official 
i11 charge as King's Printer. Tl1e work 
of pri11ting, and the supply of station
ery it is propc>sed to submit to· tender 
and eon tract .. 

Contracts concerning an enterprise 
on the Gander River, and a Flour Mill 
at· St. John's, are being reconsidered 
by my ,present advisers, and if and 
whe·n· satisfactory to them, will be 
submitted for your consideration. 

My Ministers ctre giving ea.rnest at
tention to pla11s for the development 
of natural resources to give gre·ater 
employment, and stimulate. tl1e trade 
of the Colony, and when these ha.ve 
be·e·n completed, your approval will 
be asked. 

I commend your deliberation to the 
guidance of the Almighty for the pro-

motion of the best interests of the 
people. 

MR. H. B. LAKE, Men1ber for 
Burin moved that a Co·m1nittee· be 
appointed to draft an Address in Re
ply to tl1e S1)e~ch with whic·h His 
Excellency th~~: Governor was pleased 
to o·pen th ·s session of the Legi~lat
ure. He congratulated the Speake·r 
o·n being appointee! the first Co·mmon
er of the land and felt sure tha:t His 
Honour the: Speal{er will do his duty 
fairly and impartia.11y. He also C·On
gratulated Hon. Walter S. Monroe on 
be·coming the Prime Minister of thi~ 

Island. The1 J_,ertder o.f the House had 
brought back with him a substant ·a~ 

majority o.f i1Jen1bers a.nd he had no 
doubt that, u11rler the l1eade:rship, of 
' ' ' . 

Mr. Monro·e, the peop1le of th.is coun-
try will not have cause to regret their 
action. As Hjs :BJxcellency ap·prop
riately suggested in the beginning of 
his spe.ech, in ,,.. e\v of all t .he Gir
cumstances, our delibe·rations need 
not be protracte"<l . It is unusual to 
have a. session of Parliament at t~is 
particular seaso11 of the year when so 
many of O·Ur people are engaged in 
the fishe·ries a11d trade of the country, 
but, unde1r the circumst.a11ces, the 
beist p·o·sib.Je "\V~ts done n the best in-· 
terests of all . c·on cerned. A brief 
se·ssion is desirable from the fact 
that this Gover11J11ent has been to10 

short a time i11 office to· acquire that 
information about public affairs 
which i.s necessar)T for w · se and 
so.und ~egislatiop.. 

The past six r11onths has been ex
trao·rdinary in tl1e p·olitical history of 
Newfo.undland, as, during that period, 
no·t less than three adm·inistrations 
were ap·po,·nte·d, t"r.o of which res:lgh
ed; but he felt 1.ll'at the p1resent party 
is here to stay and that the· Leader 
has the confidence of the ·whole 
country. 

Mr. Lake was pleased to note that 
the Bye-Elections. in ·Hr. Grace re
sul te,d so favorably for his colleagues. 
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In the case of Bo.navista it wa.s 
deemo.d advisal)le tc. have the Bye
Election postponed until the Fall 
'vhen the .fisherrt1en_ are ho,me, thus 
show.ing l1ow fair lVIr. Monroe s, and 
that no voter w~:ll be disfranchi1sed. 

He endorsed the re1narks of His 
Excellency that tl1is year's sealfish
ery w:as a succi~ssful one and that 
the c·odfisherjr-tl1e· mainstay o.f the 
country-. bad ,)p<~ned up so fav·orably 
and he trustecl tJ1at the· prices paid 
fo·r this product i11 the local and for
eign markets "'rill be such as to be 
remunerative to the fishermen O·f the 
co,untry. He went to the B.ank fishery 
as a boy w 'tl1 hiR father, o·ne of the 
p-ioneers of tl1<::1t branch o.f the fishery, 
and had seen the fish1ng business in 
a.II its stages ancl he was sure that 
this Governmen·c was c·omposed of 
men who will see that no legisiatio·n 
will be. ··ntroduced that will again 
handicap this great industry ¥lhicl1, 
in his opinion, means practically 
everything to N e\vfoundland ; and he 
trusted that our Fisheries Depart
ment, unde·r so eapable and experien
ced a Minister as Captain Winsor, 
Member for Bonavista, would be 
brought to such rt stage of u1sefulness 
that everyone would be proud of it. He 
said he was a'vare of the· fact that 

\ 

we had the Hu1r1ber, Grand Falls and 
Bell Island industries and lie: trusted 

I 

to· have the Gar1,ler and othe·r .i1ndus-
tr'ies o·pened up with 1n a short time, 
but still we cottld I.i.ot get away fro·m 
the fact that the codfishery was our 
main industry. 

. ·He endor:sed tJ1e opinion exp.ress~d 

by His Excellency that unemp.10.y
ment had decreased and that a new 
era of things ha.j been entered upon, 
and hoped that able-bodied relief 
would 'be a thing of _the past, and that 
the people generally abhor the idea of 
do1e. , 

He tho·ught that a great advertise
ment had been given Newfoundland 

this Summer hy tl1e visit of so dis·
tinguished a soldier as Field Marshal 
Earl Haig and t11a.t the Great War 
Veterans, particularly Padre· Nangle, 
deserved · congratttlations upon the 
succ·essfuI m<1nner in wh ch the 
whole programme in co1nnectio·n witl1 
that eve1nt harl been carried out. 

The Estimates ior the· carrying . on 
of the public s(-; rvie.e, which are no·w 
in the ha.nds of tJ1e Finance Minister, 
have due regard tor econo1ny and re
trenchment which he thought was nec
essary to allow the working classes of 
the C·ountry to live in the country. 

With reference to the enquiry into 
the public affairs of the Colony, he 
sajd the· Go·ver11111ent proposed to in
vite a Commiss.io·n fro,m England to 
deal with the matter when the t me 
• • is ripe. 

Regarding the· Prohibition Act he 
tho·ught that the !)resent law \Vas not 
being enforced and he denounced the 
script business. He said that the 
Government rJroposes to remedy the 
whole system at an early date. 

Sp·eaki.ng of the exces.sive cost of 
print ng, he said tl1at the Government 
proposed to intr·otl11ce a systen1 of 
economy and retren.chment by having 
printing done l)y tender and contract 
and that the woric will be co·ntr·olled 
by the Colonial Se!cretary with a 
special o·ffic: al in charge as King's 
Pr.inter. 

He tho,ught it w·ould be good news 
for the· workingn1an to know that 
legislation will be passed at this ses
sion fo·r the manufacture of pulp and 
paper on the (iander Rive:r and the 
Flour Mill on t11e So.uth Side of St. 
Jo·hn's. These .ind11stries, con1bine·d 
w· th those alread:r mentioned, will 
give, employme,nt to thousands of men 
when the fisheries are over. 

He said that 5.~00 men · are no·w 
engaged on the Hu.mber and that 90 
per cent are Ne\\rfoundlanders and he 
had no doubt t11at as time went on 
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and our people became proficent that 
all the men employed there w1ould be 
N ewfoundlander'S. He was also gla.d 
to know that the steel w·orks at North 
Sydney will not bo cl1bsed down, as at 
first thought, because the Besco peo·
p,le h1ave receivefl orders from the 
Ca.na.dian Gove·r111r1ent fo•r steel rails. 
This will mea11 our men no1w emplo·y
ed w.ill be ke,pt goir1g in full sw.>ng. 

In c·onclusio·n I\fr. Lake said he 
was pro·ud of the ho·nour conferred 
on him in mo,·''{int~ that this Clommit
tee be appo.inted arid in particular as 
represe·nting tl1e electo·rate of Burn 
District. 

MRr. LINE.GAR ha.d very much 
pie.a.sure in seconding the motion 
made by the· ho,nourable me1mber for 
Burin. He congr.atulated the Speak
er on the high honour co·nferred upon 
him ·and felt confidently certain that 
he· W·ould do honour to himself and to 
the people of this Do,minion. Es
pecially did it give1 him p1lea.sure· to 
expr·ess his feelings as a labour re·
presentative-the fir,st time. a repres
e,nrt.ative of labour h.ad a seat in the 
legislature in the history of New
foqndland---.,and th,at is one p.a.rticular 
reason why he felt gratifie,d in ex
pressing his thanks to the· Executi;ve 
Government for asking h:im to se1co·nd 
the moition to-day. He expressed him
self as to w·heth.e·r· he w.ould be ab1le 
to fulfil all that was required o.f him 

' 

at the pre1sent time, because it wa,s 
such a large contract to fulfil and 
perform. He sa.id he was p·ro·ud to 
be rthe repre,senta!tive of la.bour in the 
H1ouse, and that he had the plea.sure 
of being the· first representative o·f 
labour to stand o·n the: fio·o1rs of the 
Honoura.b1le House of Assembly. He 
represented la.bour in all '.its form,s, 
organized and unorg,a.nized; he re
presented 300 coopers stro·ng, beside·s 
0

1ther numerous forms of labour·, a.nd 
he trusted that he wo·uld be· success
ful in keep-ing up. to wh·at wa,s e·x
pected of him. He assured all those 

whom he repre·sen ted in the House 

th.at he would do his best for their 

welfare and benefit. Lab1our needed 

a rep,resenrt.ative, in the House~ He 

did not want to see crowds o,f men 

coming to the· Ba,r of the, Hou,se this 

year, as they did :in the past asking 

for their rights. He advocated for 

ye.a.rs that 1th.e cond:ition.s of the, la,b
ourers be improve,d, and h.e· trusted 
and hop·e·d that his efforts were to 
be re·warde·d now; a.nd he als,o hoped 
that he would mea,sure up in a good 
way to that which was e·xp.ected of 
him, and that when he, went hack to 
h.is District four ye·ars he·nce he 
would be1 worthy of ,so·me· rewa.rd for 
accomplishments and acts which he 
performed on behalf of the labourers, 
a.nd the, labour· movement. H·e· co·n
gratulart.ed the Prime Minister upon 
the· c.o·nfidence repose·d in him by the 
people· of this country, and express
ed his c:andid conviction that the 
electorate of this c:ountry ha.d made 
a wise· choice· in .selecting the Hon. 
W. S. Monroe· as Pr:ime Minisrte·r of 
our .a.ncient colony. 

He also congr,atulate1d Mr. Lake the 
Ho·n. Member for Burin, on the 
splend:id speech made by him, and 
particularly because, of it b·eing hi.s 
m'aide·n s·peech on the fio·ors of the 
Hon. House of Asse·mbly, and that it 
rivetted his confide·nce and fa.ith in 
Mr. Monroe when he had such m.e·n 
a,s 1the· H,on. Member for Burin allied 
with him. With re·gard to· the speec·h 
from th.e throne, Mr. Linegar d.id not 
propose to· deal at length w:ith it. 

With regard to the Sealfishery, Mr. 
Linegar e·xpresse·d himself as being 
pleased to note and say that it had 
been a successful one. La.ter on in 
the session he ho,ped to s.ay some
thing regarding the conditi~ns of 
the Seal Fishery and to· show why the 
Seal Fi1she·ry .is not a,s p·rofitable to 
the l,abo,urer· as it should be. He· als·O 
said th.art the fish m.arkets at present 
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are good and he d.id not think that 
there is any doubt whatever, but what 
we will have good results throughout 
the year. He was glad to express 
his pleasure up·on the visit of our 
distinguished guest Field l\!arshall 
E.a.rl Haig. He fe·lt certain that all 
were pleased to have h.im here·, and 
infinitely more ·pleased t10 know that 
the distingu.ished visitor enjoye·d him
self to such an e~tent during his stay 
amongst us, and that he was given 
such a rousing and whole hea.rted re
ception. 

Regarding estimates Mr. Linegar 
sa.id ·that as they had already been 
covered by Mr. La.ke the· H·on. Mem
ber for Burin he could only reiterate 
what had already be·en said by th.at 
Hon. Gentleman. 

With regard to the motto of cle·an
ing up and ke·eping clean Mr. Linegar 
said that it was one of his election 
planks all through the campaign and 
that he me·anit to .stand by it; and it 
was only right· and proper and just 
that tho,se who have done wrong 
should be punished to the utmost ex
tent of the law. 

W:ih regard to proh1ibition, Mr. 
Linegar assured the· people that so·me
thing would be done in the very ne·ar 
future to remedy the abuse of the 
law as it stands at the present time. 

With regard to indu,stries in gener
al, Mr. Linegar s.aid that it was high 
time that we had some confidence in 
ourselves. · Thts country possesses 
suffi.cie·nt industries to be in a flour
ishing financial position if we only 
had the confidence in our resources. 
This country has been demoralize·d, 
the spirit of the working people i:s 
br·oke·n. The working p·eople have 
been taken, .in a good many cases, 
from their o·rd:inary work and put in 
some P·lace where they do· not belong 
and C·onsequently have not be·en able 
to d·o justice to their country in 
general, or themselves in p·articular; 
conditions as they at present 

exist must cease, and a general im
provement made for the betterment 
of the wo·rking class. 

In conclusion, Mr. Linegar re
marked that he ·would like to refer 
to ·the· cond1itio·ns of our work men. 
which to-day are appaling. He could 
say in dealing with this mrutter that 
he knew as much a,bout the conditions 
of the working m.an in this · country 
as any person in Nfld. and any person 
who wants to know under what con
ditions the labourer works and lives 
in this country has only to go am·ong 
them and be convinced a.s to· the un
fairness and the disadv·antages under 
which they exist. He said th.at the 
conditions were such that it was a 
miracle how ithe people could live· at 
all. It has been said that you can
not get go·od results or returns fro·m 
the labourer, but Mr. Linegar· affirm
ed that the working man of St. J o·hn's 
was the finest kind of man, and the 
fine·st kind of wo·rkmen that you 
co·uld get, but he w.as sorry to say 
that the working man's spirit was 
broken, .and that when th.ings did 

, start it would take two or three years 
to get him going, and to instill a 
feeling of inde·p.endence· and willing
ness' in him. 

He wished to thank the Government, 
its H·on. L·e·ader, and the Electorate 
of his District for .sending him to the 
House to-day and in giving him the 
privi,lege of being able to ch.ampion 
the rights of those whom he· rep.res
ented, and he assured them all that 
he would do his be·s·t to justify his 
seat in t·he house as a re.p·resentative 
of the District of St. John''s West. 

MR. HICKMAN:~Mr. Hickm.an said 
he wished to make a few op·ening re
m.arks and in doing so he, would l!ike 
to tender his congratulations to Mr. 
Fox on his election as Speaker. He 
felt sure that: Mr. Fox would do his 
duty fairly and unb'iassed, and that 
he would treat the Members of the 
Oppo·sition in the same w.ay as he 
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would the M.embers of the Govern

ment. 

Mr. Hickman also wished to con
gratulate the mover of the Speech 
of Reply. He said it was good to see. 
men of the type of the Hon. Member 
for Burin represe·n ting their owu 
Districts in the Hon. House of As
sembly, and that he felt ce!rtain that 
the District of Burin would find an 
able .a.nd confident supp·orter in the 
person of Mr. Lake. 

He also wished to congratulate Mr. 
Linegar the Member for St. Joh.n's 
West up·on the speech made by him. 
He said that Mr. Linegar claimed to 
represent La.bour and th.at the Op
position were pleased to see him and 
have him in the House and th.a.t they 
assured him of their symp1athy in 
the move·ment in which he was so 
interested. 

We of the Opposition are: veritable 
working men and before the session 
concludes we wi,11 g:ive: evidence of 
it and see that legislation is put in 
force· to pr·ovide for the laborer. As 
to the Speech from the Throne it has 
been custom.a.ry heretofore to dis
tribute copies previous to the opening 
of the· House· so thrut members of 
the Opp1osition might have an op
portunlty to discuss it but on this 
occasion this ha.s not been done. As 
glanced over by him, Mr. Hickman 
said, there was· nothing o.f importance 
5n the Speech, though it might be in
teresting to the public to know th.at 
Earl and Countess Haig had visited 
here and that those who had oppose·d 
the Gove·rnment in th.e election had 
been defeated. He promised to as
sist the Prime Minister in carrying 
out his promises to· the p.eople .and 
to assist in eve1ry w.ay possible in 
forwarding wh.atever legislation that 
might be brought before the House. 
Fie hoped that the po1licy of "clean
up" the maintenance of law and order 
and the· amendment of such .acts at 
present in force and incap·able of b·~-

ing carrie·d out, would be brought in

to being and employment· found for 
the people, particularly the fisher
men, so as to enable them to live in 
comfort. As to the cutting down of 
expenses he trusted that men would 
not be dismissed because of their 
party affiliations and their positions 
filled by supporters of the Govern
ment on the only grounds that they 
had supported the· r.ight side. In con
clusion he expressed the belief that 
though Newfoundland i.s at present 
facing a serious situation in he1r his
tory, she can w·eather the storm as 
she has done before and by p.ro,per 
legislation be brought back again to 
a condition of pro.sperity. 

T'he Member for Fortune Distr.ict, 
Mr. Warren, speaking for the In
dependent Qp.p·osition, congratulated 
Hon. the Spea.ker on the dignity con
ferred on him by h.is election to the 
position of First c ·ommoner of the 
land and paid a glowing tribute· to his 
ability as citizen and lawyer. He· also 
congratulated Messrs. L·ake aiid Line
ga.r on their e.fforts in proposing and 

• 

seconding the motio·n for the address 
in reply. 

HON. THE PRI~1E MINISTER took 
the opp.ortunity to congratulate the 
Mover and S•econder of the Address 
in Reply and the Hon. the Leader of 
the Opposit1i1on and lVIr. Warren for · the 
manner in which they had referred to 
the Speech from the Throne. He con
gratulated the Sp.ea.ker on his elec
tion to that imp.ortant p·osition, ex
p.ressing the belief that none was 
mo·re qualified to fill it. He regretted 
that copies of the Speech from the 
T·hr1one. had not been evailable for the 
Opp·osition, but that was due to his 
inexperien'Ce. As ,to the promises 
made; or said to have been made, by 
the present Government, they h.ad 
ne·ver m.ade anything like the promis
es oif their predecessors but would 
guarantee to carry out their pro
gramme as well as any party who 

' 
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ever held power before·. The Go·v

ernment is sincere in its effo,rts to 
clean up and to give a .squ.are deal to 
all and that pol'icy wil.J be rigidly ad
hered to. He did not wish to make a 
political speech, but as to the sugges
tion of the Hon. the Leader of the 
Opposition that Go·vernment employ·
ees might be dismissed be·c.ause of 
party affiliation.s he w;ished to state 
that none wo·uld be· interfered with as 
long as theY' we1re faithfully perform
ing their dutie·s but men who · had 
taken an active part in p·o!l,itics might 
ha.ve. to be· dealt with. He was sorry 
to· say that previous gove·rnments had 
dism:issed p.eople fr.om various office·s 
simply because the'Y or their relatives 
had su.pported those· o·pposed to the 
Governme·nt. As to the fishery the 
Government would do all possible to 
foster it and every other labor giv
ing industry and a speedy solution of 
the Bell Island pro bl em is looked for. 
The position of the Government is to 
try and make labor and capital agree 
and while some th'ink that a standard 
wage should be given to labour 
throughout the Island, the whole sit
u.ation hinge·s on supply and demand. 
We have· to go cautiously before· sa.y
ing that every emplo·yer shall pay a 
·certain rate. Continuing, he hoped 
to reduce taxation but pointed out 
that at p·re·se·nt it is impossible to 
m.ake an estimate of the co·untry's fi
nances owing to the way in which the 
accounts have been jumbled for some 
years past, salaries, bonuse·s, etc., be
ing s~ C·O·nfused that it is next to im
possible· to tell the wa.ges of some of
ficials. Th.is W'ill be· straightened 
out and everything ma.de· clear to the 
public. At the next session it is hop
ed to be a.bile to state wher·e the 
country stands financially, but at 
present this is imp·ossible, owing to 
the wa.y in which figures have be·en 
turned and twisted. The· Prime· l\iin
ister concluded by stating he would 
have more to say on this subject 
later. 

On the motion of M.r. Lake, second
ed by Mr. Linegar, it was ordered th.at 
an Address be presente·d to· His Ex
cellency the Govern·or in reply to 
the Gracio,us Speech with which he 
had been ple·ased to open the present 
Se·ssion of the Legislature, and that 
a Select Committee be appointed to 
dr.aft such Address tn Rep1ly and that 
the follo·wing ge;ntlemen be stich Co·m
mitte,e :-Mr. Lake·, · Mr. Linegar, Mr. 
Halfyard, Mr. Hibbs, Mr. Chambers. 

Hon. the M'inister o.f Justice gave 
notice that he would ask leave to in
troduce a Bill "to Ame·nd the War 
Pensions Act, 1922." 

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave 
no,tice that he would .ask leave to· in
troduce a Bill to "Amend Chapter 86 
of the Co·nso,lidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitle~d "O·f Stip·endJary Mag
istrates and Justices of the Peace." 

Mr. Halfya.rd g.ave notice that he 
would ask leave to1 introduce a. Bill to 
"Ame,nd the Election Act 1913." 

Hon. the Colonial Secr·etary gave 
notice that he· would ask le·ave to in-
traduce a Bill entitled "An· 
specting the Department of 
Printing .and s ·tationery." 

Act re
Public 

Mr. Brown gave notic.e that he 
would ask lea.ve, to introduce a Bill 
entitled "An Act to amend Chapter 
216 of the Co·nsolidate·d Statutes en
titled "Of the Employme·nt of men en-
gaged in L1ogging.1

" 

Hon. the Miniiste1r of Finance gave 
notice th.at he would move. that Sup
ply be granted to· His Maje·sty. 

Ho·n. ' the c ·olon;ial Se,creta.ry tabled 
the Annual Report of Newfoundland 
Savings Bank, also Estimated Re
venue of St. John's Municipal Council 
for yea.r 1924. 

' 

Mr. Warren gave notice· of ques-
tio,n. 

Mr. Scammel gave notice of ques
tion. 
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Mr. Grimes gave notice· of question. 

It was moved and sec·onded that . 
when the House r:ise·s, irt adjourn un
til Monday next, 14th inst. . 

The House then adjo,urned a.ccord
ingly. 

MONDAY, July 14th, 1924. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in tl1e afte·rnoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

MR. SCAMMELL:-Mr. Speaker, I 
beg leave to present a largely signed 
petition fro1n the pe·ople of Rocky 
Harbour, on the subject of having 
tl1at place made a regular Po·rt of 
Call, coming and going, for the Boat 
that plies . on tJ1e Humbermouth-Bat
tle Hr. route .. Originally, Rocky Hr. 
\Vas place·d on the Schedule as a Port 
of Call for this l~oat, but for some rea
son or other, year in and year out, the 
Boat has been l)assing up and down 
and utterly ignoring this Port. It is 
one of the largest and most important 
fishing centre·s in the ·District, and 
people are greatly inconvenienced by 
the Boat not calling t11ere, and they 
are inconve·nienced cl1iefly as regards 
freight and passe11ger service, and 
11ave to underga extreme hardships at 
all times in the conduct of their work 
i11 this connectio·n. I can quite under
stand that it is i1ot al\vays possible 
for the Boat to call there, particular
ly in stormy 'veather during the 
Autumn mt>nths, b11t through the 
Spring a11d Summe·r inonths the Har
bour is perfectly safe rt11d there is no 
reason vvl1atever why tl1e boat should 
not call as requested. 

I strongly support the prayer of the 
petition, and W<)uld ~tsl~ the Colonial 
Secretary, as ex-officio, Head of the 
Rail,vay to ask the l\tlanagement that 
the Captain be instructecl to 11ave this 
Place made a Port of (;all continually 
d llring the Summer, com.ing and going. 

MR. K. BRO\VN !)resented a peti
tion from the people of Pilley's Island 
asking fo,r an allocation of $500.00 for 

the repair to the public wharf and for 
tl1e dredging of a cl1annel through 
\Vhich small boats were accustomed 
to pass. 

MR. ASHBOURNE supported the 
petition. 

MR. LINEGAR presented a· petition 
from the · block-1nakers of St. John's. 
(The clerk read the petition). During 
the war the material for blockmaking 
\Vas imported duty· free. The petition 
asked that the act be made again the 
same as it was befori~. 1916. , 

MR.. CASHIN pre·ser1ted a. petition 
from the :fishermen of Rene,vs with 
regard to the setting of traps. He read 
the petition. It ,,ras presented to him 
ii1 January or February, but because 
the House was open for only a.bout an 
hour he did not get an opportunity to 
present it. He supported the petition. 
For a number of years schooners 
have been coming there from the 
North and West and have been a 
trouble to the fishermen of the settle
ment because of the d11mping of bal
last into the harbour. 1.~l1ey also throw 
tl1e offal from their traps into the 
harbour thereby polluting the water. 
He hoped that the Minister of Fisher
ies would see. tl1at the petitio11 should 
go through and that a proclamation 
might be issued and sent forward to 
Renews. He also hopecl tl1at the Gov
ernment would bee fit to send a :fish
ery warden up to this district at an 
early date. 

MR. MOORE gave tl1is petition his 
support. He felt that if the Minister 
of Fisheries would co11sult with him
self and Mr. Cashin some · satisfactory 
arrangement would be a.rrived at. 

MR. WARREN gave itotice of ques
tion. 

MR. HICKMAN gave notice of ques
tion. 

MR. GODDEN gave r.:.otice of ques
tion. 

MR. GRIMES gave notice of ques
tion. 

• 



16 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Pursuant to notice and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
Bill to amend the War Pensions Act 
1922 was introduced, and it was or
dered that the said BjJ l be read -a sec
ond time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to 11otice, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
Bill to amend (jhapter 86 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Tl1ird Series) en
titled, "Of Stipendiary Magistrates 
and Justices of the Peace" was intro
duced, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill be read a. seco11d time on to-
1norrow. 

Pursuant to order, a.nd on motion 
of Mr. Half yard the Bil 1 to amend the 
Election Act, 1913" 'vas introduced, 
and it was · ord?-red that the said Bill 
be read a seconcl time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to ortler, ar1d on motion of 
I 

Hon. the Colonial Secretary, the Bill 
~ 

entitled, "An Act respecting the De
partment of Public Print_ing and Sta
tionery" was introducecl, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be read a 
second time on to-morr·ow. 

Pursu~nt to order, and on motion of 
Mr. Brown the Bill e11titled, " ... ~n Act 
to amend Chapter 216 of the Con
solidated Statues entitiec1. 'Of the em
ployment of men engaged in Logging' 
"'~as introduced, and it was orqered 
tl1at the said Bill be read a second 
time on to-mor·ro"\V. 

On motion of Hon. tl1e l\'linister . of 
Finance it was ordered that Supply be 
deferred until to-morrovv. 

ANSWERS 'Ill QUESTIONS. 
MR. w ARREJN [1.Sked the Ho·n the 

Prime Minister wl1at Dep.artme.nts of 
the Public Service have been subject 
to investigatic1n during the past two 
ino·nths; if a.n"''t of Sllch invest :gatio·ns 
have been co111pleted; if any report 
there·on has bee11 sub111itted to· the 
Government. 

THE HON. 'I'HE PRIME MINIS
TER in re,ply s1atE-cJ. that only the de·
partments suggested by the Member 

for Fortune ha<l llp to the· present 
been investigate•I tut none had bee·n 
completed. He hacl receive1d a commu
nication fro·m l\/Ir Watson in. which 
he stated tha.t bf~caase or the work 
entailed in the· (~11stom House -' t had 
bee·n necessary to sus·pend work in 
the· other publjc ctepartme·nts, with 
the exception of the Dep·a.rtment of 
Controller, whtcl1 had nea.rly be·en 
completed, and t11ey w·ere only await
ing so·me prices from the other side. 

MR. WARREN a,sked if a.ny report 
had been submitted. 

THE HON THE PRIME MINISTER 
repl · ed that tl1er~ had not bee·n any 
rep·ort submittecl. 

MR. SC.t\.MMELL asked the Hon
ourable the Pri1"Je Minister, if it is 
the i1ntention of the Government to 
continue the payment of bounties for 
shipbuild· ng, a.s provided for during 
the past few years. 

HONOUR~.\.BJ_J}J ,..rHE PRIME MIN
ISTER in repl~; ~aid that . it was the 

. 
intentio·n of the (}ove·rnn1ent to con-
tinue the payn1ent of bo·~nties fo·r 
shipbuilding in tl1e same way as b~
fore. 

MR. GRIMES asked the Hon the 
Pr 1me Minister if it is tl1e intention 
of the Governt1te11t to allow the Mem
bers of the Op1JoR.ition to co·ntrol the 
Gran.ts · for the Districts they repre
sent. 

THE HON TH:Bl PRIME MINISTER 
-The control of grants for the var
ious districts i3 -~11 the hands of the 
Minister of PltlJ lie Works and the 
·M ·nister of l\'1ari11P, and Fisheries, 
who are advi'3e<l by the various re-
presentatives, 
or Opposition. 

'\i ilether Go·vernment 
It is the desire of 

the Government to follow former 
procedure. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE 
laid on the table ti1e follow'ing state
ment:' The Cl1stoms Revenue collec
ted in the. Colo·ny during the yea.r 
ending June 30th, 1923; Impo·rts · and 



Exports o.f the C~olony for the year 
~µd.i1ng. June 30tlt, 1~923 _; a . compara
tive statement of go1ods·, . wares, and 

. I 

merchand "se· impo.rted into the Colony 
I I I ,, 

1 
J 

during the ye:ttr · ending June 30th, 
1922 and r June 30tl1, 1923, ·sho·wing· in
crease and decrease for·:. the year 1922-
23; a.· co1nparative state·ment of' rev
enue rece1ive.d a.t · (;acl1 o.f ·the outp.orts 
fol" ·tlie years 1921•22 and 1922-23; . a 
comparative · st~ltement' of Light Dues 
'showing collection · at · each out port 
for the-· ·years · 192.!.-22 and 192·2-23 ;· · a 
·return 'o.f , the· , l~a111{ · fishery · for · the 
-year -1923; ·a · st~1.te1nent sho·wing · the 
revenue c.o·llected · on ·goods, wares 
and merchandis~J imported thrciugh 
the Post Office·; d, staten1ent show 'ng 
the move.ments cf shipping · during 
the, ·year endin~ June 30th, 1923, and 
an , abstra·ct of .nl1ipping for the year 

• 

ending December 31st, 1923. 

It · 'wa.s· in·OVe(l · a11d seconded tliat 
when the Ho.use· rises, it adjourn · un
til to-morrow a,.fte·rno·on· at three of 
the clock. 

·The H ,o,use tl1en adjourned accor,d-
ingly. . . . ' 

•' 

TUESDAY, July 15th, 1924. 

· ·The· House met at · three . of . the 
clock ·in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

· · MR~ 
1 

BROWN presented a petition 
from the residents of Long Island, . . 

Pilley~s Isiand and Triton Island· in 
the District · of · Twillingate, asking 
that the sum of $800 be allocated for 
the · purpose of repairing and building . -
the North Twin Lakes and Badger 

• • ! • • 

Roads. 

MR. MOORE supported the prayer 
of tne petition. 

MAJOR CASHIN presented a large-
- ly signed petition from the residents 

qf Ferryland asking for . a public 
wharf ·at . that place. For a number 
of years coastal boats and others 
used the wharf of a private conc~rn. 
Last winter. this wharf was · carried 

17 
) . 

away by . Jee . -~nd at. pr~sent. 
1
there . ;~S 

,no plaGe,, for the
1 

fi,~herwen of 1fe~rY
la11d and . adjp,cent . settle;m.ents to ~ie 

I I • ' \ • 

on ,their boats. ~ ; , _ 1 .• 
1 

· l\iIR . . W-£00RE gave the . petition ,his 
hearty support. · . . . · 

MR. · LAKE, on behalf ·of the Select 
Committee, appointed to draft a · re
ply to His · Excellency's' · Speech, 'p're
sented the report' of ·the Select,· Oom-

" mittee, a·s fvllows': :. 
• • • i 

To His Ex'celle,ncy Sir William La ... 
' ' 

.. morid. Allardyve, K.O.,M:G., Gover~or 

. an,d C·om:mander-i:n-Chief . _in ., artd 
' ' $ • ~ - ( ( 

over the Island of Newfoundland 
r • , , , ~ • . ' I 

and its Dependencies. 

M~y it . ple~se Yo~r .Excelle~~y· : " .. · 
• - :! • • • • .. • 1 " ; 

We , the , Commons of ~ew.fo~ndland 
' ' • ' t l , • - ·• I ;ff•. 

in Legislative Session .a~ss~.mbl~q, ~~g 

to thank .- Y 9ur Excelle11GY . ~~r, t\le 
Gracious Speech ~-h_ich ~o~r -~:x,:ce!-

. ' 

le11cy has .addressed. to .both . ~QJI~.~s 

of the ~egislature.. . .. 
• ... j_: 

Assembly : Room, · July · 15th, 1924.· · 
. ; .. . 

{Sgd.)_ ~- B. yLYDE ~A~~' 
" W. F. LINEGAR, 
" W.· McK. CHAMBERS, 
" W. W.- :H4.LFYARD, 
" R. HIBBS. 

, MR.HIBBS: ~lV1r. Speaker, ·,.before 
commenting· on tl1e matter before tp.e 
Chair I wish to congr&tulate you, 
S :r. on the h:igl1 · h.on·o-ur ·. cot;!Jferr~.d 

up·on ··yo.u by t:1is Ho·u·se. · ·,He -felt 
that the Assen1b·ly \Vas very fortup.- l 

ate in their '.:ielection, a.s th.e · Si;>~a}.{~r 
po1ssessed nia11y .outstanding· ! i{].1U<ll1iji-

.. cations which . ·e111ine:ntly ~ ftt ted ·: h\m 
for the high posjt1on for which · J1e 
had been seiected. , Becausei ·of our 
assoc atio11 witJ1 him during the ,past 
fo1ur years W9 all feel tl1at he.·; will 
dischar,ge . the l1·igl1 dl1ti9s . of · his offi;ce 

, not .,only with greet credit . to :~p.is 

Legislature, br!.t with -- a:-bsolute . ip1-
partiality to1\Vard the B;pnourable 
gentl~men 0n both , s ides of the 
House. 

He also w .· sh.etl to .. congratulate . ·~ . . 
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Mr. Lake, who was an 01ld friend 
a,nd it was 110 bUrpri·se to him when 
Mr. Lake enterta:i.ned the House with 
such a splenclid Alldresis on opening 
day, as it ha.j been his ple·a1sure to 
hear Mr. Lake en more than 01ne oc
c:asion in tl1e past, he also congratu
lated Mr. Linegar the Seconder of the 
Addre,ss in Reply, for the splendid 
manner in which he acquitted him
self, and felt tl1at Mr·. Li11e·gar wo,uld 
be he,ard fro·m ii1 the future in de
fence of labo1ur arid in upholding the 

' 
interests of 11is constituents in St. 
Jo·hn's West. 1-Ie felt tl1at he had 
made· a good beginning. 

Mr. Hibbs said tl1at it was not cus
tomary for Me111 bers of the Opp.os·'L 
tion to co1ngratalate the Leader o,f 
the new Gove:·n111Pnt but, as we wer·e 
not following tht~ ct1stom, he desired 
to exte·nd congratulations to Ho·n. Mr. 
Monroe up·o·n hi'S boo1d fortune in be
ing returned \Vith such a large ma,
jority just . at a time when it was 
reasonable to· 110pe that pro,sp·erity 
was abo·ut to da\'1""n upon this country. 

We a,re all gla.cl to feel that we 
have ro·unde,d tl1e c·orne·r, .and that 
the period of ciepressio·n under wh ·ch 
tl1is country 11as been struggling, in 
comm:on with all the vvorld, since 
1919 is past, and tl1at an era of bet
ter times is ab011t to dawn fo 1r New
foundland. Witl-1 the· Humber indus
try whic.h was created by the late 
Government err1plo)Ting six thousand 
men, w it11 the fisl1ery outlook con
siderably improve(1, and othe·r indus
trial resource,g about to be develop
ed there· is eve-ry re,aso·n to believ'e 
that the c.ountry has see11 its w:orst 
days. 

There is a :::-tur)T told that after 
the 1919 ele·ctil)ll when certa.in me
mbers of the present Gove,rnme·nt 
vVe·re dep·lo·ring the fact that their 
Party had bee11 defe·ated, Sir. John 
Crosbie sa ·d to his associates at the 
time '"D,on't worry boys, go, home 
"and say your prayers., and tha,nk 

"Go,d that yo,l1f· Party ha~ ·been de

"fe,ate,d, fo,r this Government has the 
"biggest job to tackle that ever any 

"Admil.ni1stratio11 ltad in the history 

"of the country." c ·ontinuing, . Mr. 
Hibbs 1said that Sir John was right, 
and he W01ndererl ",f those who com
prise the p,re;3e11 t Gov·ernmen t were 
now thanking God for the favour-. 
ab1e a.usp.ice·s ttnder which they w;ere 
electe1d and the l1a.ppy outlo·Ok that 
was ahead of them. He said it was 
very easy to criticise n-ow that we are 
emerging from t110 w,oods. Many of 
us seem to1 fo·rget that there wa.s ever 
a War with all its di1sastro.us con
sequences ancl aftErmath.. . No·w that 
the sun is beginn ·n g to shine we ·for
get the dark c1ays thr:ough wl1ich we 
passed fr'om 1919 to 1923, which wer-~ 

by far the most trying time's in the 
annals of this Colony. With practi-
caJly ever source of employment 
closed down, with a succession of 

. . 

bad fisheries a11d lo\v prices, the lat-
ter a direct result o·f the great con
flict which had just closed, we had 
perhap·s 75 p.c. of the labouring peo
ple of Ne'Nfounc1Iand thrown out of 
emplo·yn18·nt ::l11rl (lemanding frorr1 tl1e 
Government tl1e -.,,yl1erewitbal to ke,ep 
their families fro'111 starvi11g. It is all 
ve,ry \Vell fo·r thnse, wl10 througl1 
so·me fluke of pt1litical fortune hap
pen to be in power to-da.y to talk of 
squander111ania. So1ne of those who 
we1re lo,ud 1~1st i11 t11eir demands upo1n 
th.e Go·vernment c..1.ur 'Ilg those terrible 
years are ~a-day unfair enougl1 to 
misrepresent 1112 late Go,ve·rn1nent to 
the extent ·of saying that the sole pur-
pose of that nc..lrr1inistration wl1ile in 
office was to· sq11ander and thro\v o,ut 
mo·ney extrava,gct:itly. If monies 
were spent the P·JOr of Newfound
land recei·ved it) and he ~elt safe Jll 

saying t11at n ')' 1nore than 25 p.c. 
of the monies c~c!manded both by tJ1e 
Oppo1s tion and tl1e people thro11gh
out tl1e co·11ntry was expen<led by t11·-~ 

late Governmen.t no mo,re tban 25 p.c. 
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of the demands that were incessantly 
being m ade rr<)TI1· day to day wer3 
met but, is it not a fact in human 
histo·ry that people will make de
m·ands up·o·n their represe·ntative·s iri 
the GovernmAnt 'vl1en they fee1l tl1e 
need, and if 40 p.c. only of those de-
mands are co·m1)lteJ witl1 a.nd ti1e 
same is shown · uo in ccJlcl type t\vo 
years · late·r, the sa111 1~ people w,_ill ·con..: 
demn the .... i\..dmii1i~~t.rr"tio11 fc-'r · co.mp1y
ing with · th<~ir O\V11 req11est. This is 
history. T'his is 11u111an iiature. 

. I . 

He wished to say to the Leader of 
I ·, 

the House that both he a11d his Gov-. ' ' . 
ernment will lJe favo,urably jud1;ed 
by ,the peot)_l(~ of th s e<>l_1ntry, not bJ' 

their mis,re·pr~S8·ntatic>.1 of their poli-
1 i ~ 

tical opo·nents ,,·-110 l1ave bo·urne the 
( ' 

heat and Lurden of the cir.)·, but b}· 
what re.a1 . go0d. they tl1e1nselves rlc 
while .in .office dur·i.11f5 tl1e L.ext fo,ur . . . 
yea~s . 

Mr. Monroe i,3 n~'v tc tl1e higl1 posi-
, 

tion to wl1iel1 lie I1a~~ been e·lected, 
and w e are preparecl to . g ·ve him a, 

chance. We 11ave· S<>n1e co11fidence in 
him, and ·we : \Vill ''1 atcl1 ,~ery close1)
to se1e that lie ca.rries out the promt3-
es which he made to the people of 
this co.untry [ hroltgh hi;;; l\ilani.festo 5n 
the rece·nt electi()·n. It is true his 
Ma.nifesto was not a ve·ry volum ·,n-

.' 

ous document, bti.t., it contained some 
promise1s tl1a.t are· of vital importance 
to· this· co·li11try, a11(1 've will see how 
far he will go to· re.deem those pledg
es made to the electorate wh·o placed 
his Go.vernment ii1 power. 

Misrepresentation anc1. exaggerated 
statements made rega,.rding those who 
brought this country through the 
most trying period in its histo·ry will 
not avail much. We on this side · of the 
House· a re anxious to see all the true 
facts disclosed. We have absolutely 
nothing to hide. T'herc is no desire on 
the part of any Member of the, Opposi
tion from the I .. t:-~ader down to . cloak 
·or conceal a.nything .t11at transpired 
during the regime of the late Adminis-

tration. All we ask for is the plain, 
unvarnished truth to be told. We a.re 
all human beings, and are the·refore 
lia.ble to make mistakes, and Mr. 
Hibbs predicted that l\ir. Monroe and 
his associates in the present Gove·rn
ment will make their mistalres and 
"·ill be wiser four years hence than 
they are to-day. If they could only 
visualize what the future holds in 
store for their Party they would do 
things a great deal different from the 
way they will ·be done. Their whole 
a.ttitude· perhaps towards public af
fairs would take a widely different 
course. We are all wise prophets af
ter the act. 

Mr. Linegar in his speech referred 
to deputations coming to the Bar of 
this House during years past, and de
plored the means that were adopted 
to · secure· a.ssistance. ~ir. Hibbs sin-

• 
cerely hoped that the present Gov-
ernm.ent woul(l not have to cope with 
similar conditio11s, and he asked the 
Leader of the House, Mr. Monroe, 
v1hat he would. do if a deputation of 
four or five hundred n1en were· re
peatedly coming to the Bar of the 
House making demands upon his Gov
ernment, some of those· demands ex
trtmely unreasonable backed and 
st1pported by the Opposition? He 
would find the position that he now 
occupies no sinecure, or the lead·er
ship of the Government to be no bed 
of roses. The speaker tl1en went on to 
say that the in.te·ntion of the Opposi
tion was not to obstruct, for if an op
position could i1ot offer constructive 
criticism, then it were better for 
them to remain passive and silent. 

It is a buildin·g up policy we· want 
and not one of tearing down. 

Mr. Hibbs said, · a.s tl1ere is every 
good reason to hope tl1at the revenue 
of this country will enable a further 
policy of development to be carried 
out during the coming y·ears, 11e would 
take this early opportunity of calling 
the Leade·r of the Governments' at-
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ten ti on to the possibilit:r of creating 
a· Tou.rist ' traffic that , Viill, · 'in ~ future 
years . add largely to . tlie revenue of 
tl1is country. Mi~. Hibbs fully re·aliz
ed that our fibance~ at . the preseht 
time did not permit of a.ny· very large 
expenditure, but wl1at we could not 
do · this ye.ar 11e hoped "rould be done 
rtext, arid that at the earliest opp'or
tunity ' tl1e Government ,.,,.ould consider 
a tourist trade policy along ·common 
sense lines·. 

. . i ' 

. Tl1e . -q~estion might bf· asked why 
' 

~icl . Y.QU not do , this whe11 yoµ. were in 
office. The answer to that is ver:r Pl.ain 
to the mind of any honest man, and 
tl1at is that owing to the depression 
a.nd extremely difficult times through 
vvhich the· late Gover11ment · passed; 
the frightful co11dition.s that had to be 
coped with from day tc day;· the· ex
treme · emergency case·s that liad to be 
dealt with in order to keep people 
fro-m dying of starvatio11 · did ·not · per
mit of a·ny policy to be develo-ped 
along~ those lines~ · 

For the devel0pn1ent of tl11s trade 
. . -

we have the re-sources at our disposal . . •, 

--,ve have practically E:verything . that 
i .- , . f ~r 1 

is required for the clevelopment of a 
tourist . trade fro1n the standpoint of 
sport, beauty of scenery and splendid 
climatic conditions. He felt sure ' that 
it was only a n1atter· of the Govern
ment getting busy ina11guratirig some 
sound, se·nsible, feasible policy an'd it 
would. meet wit11 the approbiatiori and 

' ' support of the entire ~011ntry. 

He called the attent~on of the 
. House to the great tourist trade . that 
has . been recently developed in Ber-. . 

muda from which that country reaps 
the greater· portio11 · of · its revenue. 
It is true, · perhaps, that· Newfound
land may not possess such favourable 

· r>esources as ·Bermuda enjoys, but, at 
the· same · time ·if the necessary 
scheme is inaugurated and carried 
out, Newfoundland can be placed on 
the map in this respect as it can in 
no other .;· way. 

He referred to the different prov
inces in · Canada;-where great. Tourist 
trade · ha·s been developed · during·: re
cent years. The .· Tou·rist ·trade ·to 
Nova · Scotia .to.-day is valued, ati. from 
six to ·eight' ·million dollar.s. In New 
Brunswick from eight" ito ten · million 
dollar.s, . in the Provinc·e of Queb~c the ,. 

Tourist " trade was·" w,orth last ·.year 
twenty-five ' ~million '. dollars, ·and ·· ·On
tarie realises · about thirty · million 
dollars from· the sa·me '. source·, · while 
the Province .of · ·British Columbia 
last, year .estimated the . revenue; . de
rived from Tourists who ente;red. from 
the Unit~d States at . twenty .. million 
dollars. We, in· N ew_foundl~nd, are 
not able to develop any great tourist 
trade over night, it will take some 

• ' < • , • ' 1 

time; it will ~ean hard work,, resllits 
may be somewhat slow, but. it _w.ill be 
sure, and he . would appe~l to the 
Prime Minister, the Minister of , Fin
ance anµ Customs, and the Minister . ' ; 

of Public Works particularly to · get 
busy and · lose no time in making a 

. . 

beginn,ing ,and arty effort . vut forw·ard 
· by the · Govern'ment ·in th.is . direction 

wot11d have his whole-hearted sup
port. 

,- ! 

One of the greatest essentials . ·in 
building up a tourist trade is the 
opening up of the country by ·a sys
ten1 of decent roads, if private . enter
prise is not prepared to . .look after 
the hotel problem, then . let the . Gov
ernment do it. In any case build 
roads and hotels,. and equip our
selves to avail of this splendid source 
of revenue which nature has made 
possible for us . .. 

.. ·. 

Speaking from an Opposition stand
point, it inay not be to · our interest 
nor tlie interest of Newfoundland··· to 
see the ·Monroe · Admi'nistration: ·'re
turned when they . again appeal to the 
polls, but · he assur.ed the Prime ' Min
ister · that · if he developed .. such · 1- ( a 
·plan as was briefly outlined ·by h'im, 
and put forward an honest, . ·earnest 
effort · for the · creation of · a tourist 
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trade policy, that it would go: a -long 
way towards . -the . success of his par ... 
ty at .. the . next gene.ral .ele·ction. 

The late Government 1 had cr·eated 
the: ··greatest ·· ·industrial programme 
ever : thought· of in 'this co·untry in the 
form . of the' great Humber enterprise 
which is now employing six thousand 
men; and has alre·ady prove·n such a 

\ . 
bobm to the ' workingrtien · of this 
cou-ntry,' arid, if the late ;Government 
had been returned a bi~l would have· 
beet1 intorduced by this time giving 
effect ·to· ·the Gander · De·al whic'h 
would greatly •assist in · revolutionizing 
the conditions of the · workingmen 
throt1ghout thB ·Island. It ts now up 
to ·the ·Monroe ·Admrnistration to · put 
this Deal· through. While it , would 
be a splendid thing for , the country 
in general, the ·. District · of Fogo; 
which he had tI.ie., hon·or ,to r~p~es~nt 

t. ~ .. f I \. ·:. .. ~. f -· .... . I '{ 

was especially interested in this ,. .... ~ 

project. He asked the Government 
to ldse 1 no time in bringing the "bill 
.torward·; and; · if the · same favourable 
terms cart ; be obtaineu·- by the1 pre:sent 
Government • as was arranged by the 
late 'administratton, then he felt that 
the ' same would be · a ' great industrial 
rbon · to the .· country. · · 

, ~ . -; ' I ,, • 

. One of the . bones of contention 
~ ' • ' • ( • • • • #' - ' 1 ,• t I " 

between all Oppositionists and. the 
I , 1 • . J _ ~ ' ' • 

Go.vernment that happens to be ip 
I , ,, i . · 

power, ,is in relation to the hJ.ndling 
.,. • ' J l. r .; 

of . district . affairs. , It has not been 
' ... . . ... , ,_ 

de:finitely stated w:µethe,r , th~ Gove.rn-
me:nt was inclined , to permit mem-

, ~ ' ~ f - .....,. 

bers o.~ ,the , qpposition to . prop~rly 
c~rry .out th(jir . cons_titµ~ional privil
eg~s o~ . attend~ng _to , . ~~l ~atters . in 
connection ,with their several dis-

• > ' , ' • _, .. I 

tricts... He . knew .t~at / µp , to the pr,e,s:-
ent ti.~e , th_~s. was not . b~ing . done in 
the Distript ,of . Fogo . . \It ~ould ap
pear that recommendations on all . . . ' ' , ' \ ,, 

public · matters in , cqnnection with 
Fogo . District instead of . b~ing made 
by ~he duly elected members of the 
District, has been handled by a 
gentleman who was elected to repre-

sent the D.istrict .. of Burin, namely; 
Mr. Joseph Long. Mr. Hibbs said, 
that . whi.le . not . being. among ·the old
er members l)f the House, he had oc.
cupied a seat long eno:ugh here to · 
lea·rn that · that ·kind of thing . doeis 
not reflect to the credit of th,e person 
who tries .. to practice it . . · He . could 
understand a young , man . like Mr~ 

Long coming in here with absolutely 
no . experience; being flushed with 
vi.ctory because . of · his . success, . and 
think that he could run the . whole 
universe, but he. will live to , learn, 
and he will find that before he occu- . 
pies .- a seat in this Ho.use very long~ 
that. it wdll be to his interest . to look. 
after his . own ,district. He . ca·nnot 
possibly. do me: any harm in the · dis-· 
trict of Fogo,. by butting into my af
fairs there. · I . will do . my duty by 
that · District as . I always have ,s-ince 
I have ·been honoured as its repre
sentativ:e, and I would now ask the 
Leader of,. the · House to stop 'this ·in
terference at once,' and let· the mem
ber for Burin look after 0 his .. own af
fairs as . I : am well able to · look· after 
the District of Fogo. I · would 
ask , the older members of. the 
Governm~nt to see to it that 
discrimination of this charaGter 
cease~. W.hen they w;ere .in ,Opposi
tion a.nd we occup,ied .· se·ats o·n the 
Gove·rnme,nt side, we did not dis"." 

'I. ~ ' 

cr·imiin.ate against them. I have . \ . 
known .cases ; where me·mbers of the . 

.. ·. l ~ ,,. 

Governme·nt, including myself, m,ade 
request of the G·ov:ernmen_t through 
de.partm.ental hea.ds, and while, tho·~e 

requests wer~ not gra,n·ted, me·n ~ho 
r~prese·nted Qp,p·o·s;ition dii;;tr:icts w~r·e 

- ' . 
giv·en every c.o·nsid~rat~on. If de·ce·nt 
treatment is accprded the Oppo·si
tion, the Gqvernrµ.ent might c9unt up.
on the· ~uille·st supp.art being given to 
eve·ry rea.sp·nable measure· th.at has for 
it.s object the ~dvanpement of this 
country. If, on the other. hand, .these 
tactics are pur·sued by those who for 
the time be:ing hap·p·~n to have a se·at 
on the Government side of the House, 
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we wish to warn ithe Pr;ime Minister 
th.at it wo·uld: not red·own to his cre,d
it, nor enh.ance, his pop,ularity e1ither 
in this Ho·use or thro·ughout the, co,un
try. The Opposition only want a 
square deal and they w:ill demand 
that, .and altho·ugh our numbers ·are 
not gr·eat, we w.a.rn th.e Pr·ime Mints
ter that the Oppo1sition ar·e quite 
ca.pa.ble· o·f giving h~im and his Ad
minisrt.ration a very troublesome time 
if this th:ing is f orc.ed up·on them. 
That is, however, not t.he. spirit of 
the Opposition at the present time. We 
have p·assed thro.ugh the mill our
selves and re.alises th.wt the; country 
needs the, assistance of us all, irres
p.ective of political affiliations. There 
are many difficulties still ah.e.ad of 
us, and if the new Administration en
ters upo·n ,its ta.sk witth an honest in
tention of dealing w.ith the, countr'y's 
problems, it will give. the Op·position 
much pleasure and they need not ex
pect obstruction or the display oif any 
tactics tha.t will r.e:fle-ct to- the- de
triment of the, Government o·r of any 
construction p·o1licy whi:ch they m.ight 
br'ing befor·e the Le·gislature. 

MR GODDE'N said that he would 
like to, say a few words with re•g.a.rd 
to the Speech from the Throne.. He 
said that it co·nitained very little in
de,ed, but it was not alw.a:ys wh.at a 
man said that counted, but wh.at -]1.e 
did. He po.inted out thart it was men
tioned fro.m. the Sp·e·ech fro,m the 
Throne that .a further and more 
thorough investigation was to be held 
into the: d·o,ing·s o.f seve·ral . de·p·arrt
me·nts of th.e· Government, and . ·h.e 
trusted th.at those investigations 
wou1ld be conducted in a p,ro·per way 
and th.at the misdoings o·f the guilty 
parties bro·ught to l:i1ght -a.nd that the 
parties resp·onsible· be dealt with. ac
cord:ing to justice. He, .also· made 
mentio·n of rt.he prop.o,sal to have the 
matter of public pri~ting controlled 
by the Colonial Secretary's Office·, and 
in this co·nnection he calJe,d atten
tion to and sqggeste1d thart public or 

Government advertising might also 
be handled and controlled in -the 
s.ame way, and no·t to · waste· money 
by havJng Government advertise-

' . 

men ts scaitte·red over pages of pam-
phlets, magaz;ines and v,arious . other 
sm.all P'Ublications. He q,lso p·ointed 

. . 
out that as it was the, wish o·f the 

. ; ,. 

Gove·r·nme·nt to have a brief session 
it w.as not ';the inten.tion . of the Op
position to . prolong the .. ses·sion un
nesessari,ly. 

He also wished to congratulate _Mr. 
Monroe upon his suc.c.e,ss at the ~e"." 

cent Ele·ction, and h~ trusted thart Mr. 
Monroe ·will be square and fair with 

' . 
all conce,r·ned. He did not intend to 
critise· just yet as there is nothing 
to criiticise, at the prese:nt time, but 
after a .short while he · m~y ha ye . ' 

more to say on th,is p·oint. 

ODDRES·S IN REPLY, JULY 15th, . 
1924. 

MR SCAMMELL: - Mr. Speaker, 
I desire first of all to 

' 

congratulate you, Sir, up·on the 
higl1 ho-nor which has bee·n co·nferred 
t1pon ·you by this House, in cal,ling 
:you to the· high office .which you no,w 

. ' 

l1old. lit is not necessary fo·r me to 
' a.dd anything to the eulogi,e·s alrea.dy 

expre.ssed to, yourself by members of 
this ,House,, and I feel sure· you. will 
uphold the1 go-od na.me and the 'best 
t~aditions of the House. I also de
s,ire to co·ngr:atulate the Mover and 
Seco11cler of rthe· Address :in Re·ply to 

' the Speech fro·m th.e · Throne·; · resp·ect-
ive.ly. · I listened, · with particular· in
terest to Mr. Lake's speech, as he ·has 
been a personal frie:nd o.f mine for 
a number of years, and we have fre
quently had many ·discussions together 
on public m.atters. I am p.roud to 
see· a yo1ung tnan so p·rominen:tly id
entified with the co·mmercial · · I,ife · of 
the D:istrict of Burin, representing his 
native District in the House · of As
sembly. I -also desire· to congr·atu
late Mr. Linega.r, .and .althoough it 
is the first itime I have had the pleas-

• 
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ltre of liste·ning to him, I feeJ sur·e 
that if he consistently pursues the 
attitude, he has assumed here, to·-day, 
that rthe Laborers of St. John's West 
will have a good champion in him 
in the future and we shall all watch 
him in this respect, 

Now Sir, .in; p.assing I would like to 
reite·rate the. remarks of the· Ho·n. 
me·mbe·r for Trinity, when he said 
that the moist notab1e · feature a.bout 
the Sp·ee·ch fr·om the· Throne· was its 
brevity. We have not m.uc·h. op·p·ortu
nity to talk at p,r·esent. There, is 
not much in the Speech :iJtse:lf to mer
it lengthy debate, and besides the 
Governmen·t has been in O:ffice such: a 
short time that there is scant room 
~·or crjt.icism at p.r·esenrt. 

Ref erring to th.e Bona:vista Bay 
bye-ele·ction, which is due :in the 
Autumn, I note that the Prime. Minis
ter stated that his rea.son for post
poning this bye-election was chiefly 
that such a large· numbe1r o·f men 
would be disfr:anch,i:sed .if th.e bye
election had been · held -in the Sp·r:ing 
but to. my mind the same rea~o·n 
could ha.ve been applied with equal 
f';rce to rthe recent bye·-election just 
held in Hr. Gra.ce, hundreds o·f men 
had left that District for the Fishery 
since. the General Eiect:ton on June 
3rd, .and were ~onseque·ntly disfran
ch.ised, . but apparently the Pr;ime 
Min:ister and his Colleagues did not 
thinlr it worth. while to aply this ar
gun1ent in the case of Hr. Grace. I 
elm inclined to believe· that the1 Prime 
lVIinister consequently must ha.ve in 
the back of l1is head more· co.gent rea
so·ns for delaying the Bonavi.sta Bay 
bye-election than the one given by him 
a.nd no doubt time will show what 
these reasons a.re .. 

We now have to look to th.e· futur·e, 
and in this connectio·n I would like 
to ref er to the Prime Min.ister's re
c·ent Manifest, which. I have before 
me. It is a very brief do·cum.ent but 
it is also very weighty, and I fe·ar 

contains a great deal more in the 
way of serious responsibility and 
large pro·mis·es rthan even the Prime 
Minister· h!im.s.eilf i~ fully aw.are of 
as yet. I wish to say that I am ver)7 

much afr.aid that be.fore Mr. Monroe 
sees the fruition of .all the promises 
co11tained in this Manifesto, he will 
experience many w.ake.ful and sleep
less nights. The Prime Minist0r 
through, this Manifesto holds a large 
re·sp.onsibility and assumes a large 
t1nr1ertaking and . as an Op·position, 
we are bound to see to it that the· re
sp·onsibility s·o assumed is live·d up 
to. In the m.ain howe·ver, spe.aking 
for myself personally, and I feel the 
sa111e ap.plies to all the Opp·osiition 
l\Ie1nbers such criticism as we ha,~e 

' to offer from this side of the House 
w;ill be constructive· and not subver.
sive or of an obstructive natur·e. ' . 

With re.ference to the Humber In-
dustry, I note that Mr. Lake in speak
ing, said that tl1e n11n1ber of New
foundlanders employe·d up there was 
as 96% to 4% in relation to foreign
ers. I am glad to hea1~ this statement, 
but I have some doubt ·as to the ac
curacy of it, and I would certainly 
like to know the authenticity and au
thority for the statem·ent Mr. Lake 
has made in this connection. Ho·w
ever, even if his figures are correct, 
I am of the opinion that there is a 
great deal of room for improvement 
in this re·spect. All kinds of reports 
are coming from the Humber area re
garding matters of employment and 
labour conditions prevajling up there. 
Only recently, I he·ard that a whole 
carload of foreigners had arrived. 
There are scores of i;ositions being 
filled to-day by foreig11ers that, in my 
opinion, and the opinion of many 
others, could and ought to be filled by 
Newfo·undlanders. This is an a.bsolute 
otltrage in view of the fact that we 
have hundreds of splendid young fel
lows around the country who are 
looking for jo·bs. I maintain, Mr. 
Speaker, that everything else being 
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equal, . the· Newfoundlander sh6u1d b'e 
gfv·en th.e' ·fl.rst ·chance at ways. · · 

. . 

. ' 

,,Beyond thii;; . speqial r .eference to 
the . one . or two points I 11ave me·n-. ' , ' . 

tion~d,. ,I do· not .Propos.e. just now, to 
delay, tne d~bate, becaµ~e .as I stated 
be.fo_re tJ:ie .SpeecJ~ .has i~othing of. su.f:
ficietit importance in i jt to. merit 
lengtl).Y;.debate, . and "'lye shall all have 
an opportu.nity of dis;cµssi.ng variol1s • • 

matt-ers more . ~Qlly from time to time 
as . the·y. ~ome b~.fore th~ , House. 

MR. BROWN, mem.ber for .. Twillin
gate, s·aid he "'otlld like td support the 
Gander -·proposition. He ·congratulated 
Mr. : Fox on his · elevati011 to the Speak"'" 
ership · and felt that in 11im both sides 
of ' the :House had · ever.r ·. · co11fidence~ ., 

He ' 'also com'pli1nented· the ·Mover and 
Sec'ond·er of th'e' Address in · Reply, but 
took exception· to the claim · of Mr. 
Lih1egar· in . ·his · opening remarks .as · to 
being the first labor represe·ntative 
elected to the ; .House. He thought that 
honor devolved on hi~n1self as he. had 
bee:n acting on behalf. of the \vorkme.n 
for 14 years and had attended various 
conventions abroad r in their . behalf .. 
He · congr·atulated Mr. Linegar, how
ever, on bringing bacl{ a Labor seat . 
and ·hoped to see ma,n~r more ·like him 
in the· House t© give Labor its proper 
representation, ·and .. l1e would give 
him every support i11 {fighting for the 
rights of those whom h~ stood for. 
Wh"ile Mr.- Linegar r€presented Labor 
in St. John's,. he stood for 1 it through- -
out · the country, and 11oped to see the 
day ·when it · would , ·be .. properly· or
ganized. He · welcomed the . Gander 
proposition a.s a -1a1bor giving ente·r
prise and . thought tl1at provision' 
should be ,made to liave those en
ga·ged there · ·reoe-ive better·~ pay· than 
at ·similar -concerns at present in · op
eration in ·the countrjT.- The s.ub-con
tract system, ·· ¥1l1ich · he claimed . as 
disgraceful, sho11ld be abolished and 
he 1ater hoped to introtluce a bill to 
that extent. Children of sub-con
tractors are starving · to-day, a con-

dition not due to the present: Govern-
' . 

ment, an1d he hoped to s·ee this situa:.. 
tion speedily remedied and a square 
deal given 'to all. 

; , . " I • 

.MR. A.SHB9URNE~~Mr.,. Spea~er, 
I, too, would like to . add my: voi'ce to 
those who have already congratulated 
you on the .. ·high honour· that · this 
H.ou·se has ·been ·pleased to confer 
on . you, 1and , feel assured ··that ··· you 
will carry · out your duties fairly and 
impartially.· I ' would·, also like·· to · 
congratulate· the mo·ver ·and" the 
seconder of the · Address in Reply to 
the Speech 1 from the· ·Throne. To my 
mind, it •is a sign of the times to ·see 
so many 'new and young faces in the 
House of Assembly, and I ·consider · 
it a good omen as · their · presence 
means the introduction of new blood 
in cond.ucting the affairs of. the coun--
try. . , . ,. . 

There are one or two ·salient p'oints 
in· · the · Speech · from the· Throne ·and,! 

• 
as brevity seems to be the or·der ·,of · 
the day, I would ·like to refer to them 
in , a very few words. · · · · · 

Regarding ·Prohibtiion. the Spee'ch 
' states that the. law has not 'been · 'e·n- · 

f(1r 'ced. 1
· This ' is I consider a serious ad

mission to be made, and . I would like 
' tc be . informed' as to why this law J1as 

ndt ' 'bee·n carried out. It ' is one. of the 
.'. , • I \ ' ) 't • 

laws on the 'Statute Book, and · I ask 
if the fault lies with- : the r medical 
practitioners', · the Government ' -o~ 
with the. Departme·nt of Justice. This 
Prohibition 1h'w was '·put on , the· Sta
tutes· by the 1free ' voice of the people, 
and I hope" this ·Government. will see. 

~ • ' ' • ) 'i 

that it is enforced. I ' notice by ' the 
Speech · 'that ' it is contemplate·d to 

. . , , . \ ~ , , : I 

change the Act. ·I should be in favour . ' 
< ~ . ' ~ ' 

of · seeing a. plebiscite taken and the 
'\Vomen of this Colony be given · an op~ 
Itl)rtunity to voice their sentiments ·on 
this important · question. · As to the 
Government printing being put out to 
tender, I w.ould advocate th.at all Gov
ernment purchase.s be· made by tender 
and if necessary that a purchasing 
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agent·· be · appointed to whom 1 te·nders · 
for : all Government needs ·should be 
Sllbmitted. T'his· 'I consid ' T . would re
dound '.to the bene.fit of· the . country 
ar1d would . do· awa:~' with giving· pat
ronage to ·p·olitical heelers. 

I 

I hope the members of the Opposi-
tion ·will : be· given an opportunity to 
express the!r dpirrionir fu1ly; ·and 'that 
the Hoh~ · the Prim~ Minister :will see 
to it that their advice is taken as we ' 

' here on th~ 1 Opposition· side· 'of the· 
' 

House, · represent 'certain districts · ·of 
the cduntry, · and ' I believe that this · 

' consideration would t~·nd · tb the · 
greater' stability :of dbrhestic affairs 
i11 ·general. · ,. · ·, 

- - i- 1 

W.e. ha.Ve be~n tol.d that O!llY 4% of 
for~igner~ . ~re b~-i,ng employed on tp~ 
Humb~r. I would like to· he.ar the pro-

• ( • .. • • - ' • ~ " 1 ' 

portion of wages given to that 4% in 
' "' • ~ • • I 

comparison with the 96% of New-
. ·• ~ ' I - , -

foundlanders. I think we should see 
. • , ' ~"' I - l . ' } . 

that steps ar~ immediately ta.ken to ' ;, " . " . 
prevent a foreigner occupying any 
position th.at a Newfoundlande·r can 
fiil : The country, it seems, has eilte.t
ed ·upon ' ai:r era · of · pro'sperity, a.nd I · 
feel sure that : the ·Opposition ·are 
anxious to ; co-operate. I -W-ith the ' a ·ov
ernment' in e·very step that would 
condu~e · at1d pr.dinote ·better times. I 
ccnsider that ·the 'fisheries are the 
backbone of ··N ewfoundlahd, ' a.nd I , 
hope· ·that everything ) 'Possible 'will be 
done tb foster them 'and ·to encourage 
the ;fishe1:rmen. ·Ac.cording ' to the rP-
Pdrts to 'h'and 'the1 'ti'shery · N ortl1 '1s not 

' 

so good' ·as at "first exp·ecte.d, 'bu't · I ; 
trust that there · wili be lah advance '. iii. 
Price · tb offset this' ; ,shortage, and I ! 
hope ' the ' fisherfoik will be· better o'ff 
than · in previo'us years. 1· am glad that 
the ·1ast Government took off ·· the "du
ties from ' certain · nece:ss·aries of · life. ' 
I expect the ptes~nt Government to 
gc further in this dire~tion and . help 
the fishermen to re·ap ·tlie ·rewards due 
tl1em from their strenuous labour a:nd 
toil. I think that our attractions · 
should be advertised abroad in order 

to encourage tourists to come 1to· N e·w
foundland and .enjoy our . scenery, · 
fishing and hu,nting. ; , · .. ·: 

To-'day we want men : of visibn' whd 
will develop our latent and dorniaiif · 
resources. We have great possibilitie's · 
a.h.ead of us, but we need men of keen 
fo,resight ... In mining and timber 1 've · 
are second . to none. an.d, .the tr.eas·ures . 
of the deep a.re at .our · back d·oors.· · 
With .regard to .our forests, . -it is not 
good en.ough , to allow all our. ,wood ·to· 
be cut · out without, making , provision· 
for those coming after us, · and seeing 
that the . rights of futu.re generations 
are protected. We should attend- to 
and have , a law providing that those 
cutting . timber .mus·t do · certain . re
afforesta.t,io.n, so that · we.- shall not · 
have a - barr€n waste ..• or Wilderness. 

With regard · to the dismissal , of· 
Government employ·ees, I aril · not in 
accord ·with ·the idea· 'that 1 one should 
be. discharged· me·rely , to take ·on · ' a · 
party supporter as this would .be 

' .:: I • • I ~ ._ 1 

w-ithout! a;dvantag~ . to . t.he couµtry, a.nC,l 
've can, nev;((.r hope to b\J.ild . -µp a go9d,, 
effi,cient civiJ s~.rvice py this .. mea.ns. 
\Ve must ge~ the best me.n for .the ,jobs 
and leave ,, them there·. Though ,we 
have the trappings O:~ an . e:rnpire . ,we . 
a,r~ r~aJiy only ~ . small .commu.nity. I . 
am, glad that , th~ Gover11JJJ.ent will not 
dism~ss any . except those who took ~n . 

a,ctiv~ · part ~n .Politic~ . . I~ you dismis~ 
thos~ who opp·osed .you, are ' you. going 
to d,ea1 ~i~ilarly with those. who ~up, 
portep. you? ..... 

With .regard to the· -finances , of : ·the 
country I ·hope · ·the . Governmenta will · 
live on. its income and endeavour to 
n1ake two: ends meet. , I als·o hope that · 
the system .of Government by Minute · 
of · Council ·Will cease, ·and · that · we · 
sli.all have .an opportun,ity i to debate 
tl1e various problems . confronting . the 
country· on the floors of this House: · I~ 

11ope the· criticism of the Opposition· 
will be constructive and helpful,, and 
that it will receive due consideration 
bv the Government side. 
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My desire as a 

IJ0us·e -is to ·do the 

member of 

best that , lies 

this 
• 
1:1 

my power for the district of TwillirJ_
g~te ~hicl! I have the high ho~our to 
r,epresen .. t, a_nd also for . the ciuntry at 
large. 

' . 

· CAPTAIN RANDELL after co11-
gr'atulating the Speaker and tl1e 
Mover and Seconder of the address 
t11·ought the introduction of new blood. 
into tl1e Assembly would help the de
ba.tes, and to clear up many difficult 
p.ojnts which we.· have to face in tl1e 
future. Dealing with · matters that 
came to · his notice in the political 
c.ampaig11 he referred to the encour
a.gement of the fisheries, and pron1-
ised to support anything to that end 
even to·· the granting of a bonus. An
other thing, ·he said, in which we are 
all inter~sted is the matter of · Joans 
and he felt that our duty to-day is to 
get down our expenditures. to a lev2l 
commensurate with ·our ability to pay. 

He a·s father · of a family~ should not 
' . 

incur respbnsibility that his son must - ' 

meet. He ·was ·not in · favour · of any 
borrowing.- : No Government as the 
father · of a family had any right to 

I . 

borrow and hand do"'.n a legacy fur 
future generations to meet. Another 
point 'he mentioned was in connection 
with the charges on shipping. He said 
that · the port of St. .John's migl1t 
easily be tlie repair shop · of the N'ortl1 , 

Atlantic.' But ·as ·a · matter of fact c011-
ditions were such as to almost · pro
l1ibit ships from coming here except 
driven in · by stress of we.ather. Ot1r 
Customs regulations are. so worded 
that a ship coming in on the last <lay 
of December . pays her full port 
cl1arges if she leaves on the first rJay 
of January. He also wished to call n.t
tention to the rates .of passage of men 
going away to Canada and · the United 
States on the Governme·nt railway. A 
man- who goes away and ea.rns $500 
for his family is just as much a. pro
ducer a.s the man who goes to tJ1e 
Labrador fishery. Yet · ·a man who 

goes to Labrador gets a . fisherman's 
ticket while the other has to pa.y the 
full fare. In conclusion he said that 
any bill brought before the House 
tJ1.at would be for the good of the 
country he would be proud to sup
port. 

MR. HALFY ARD in speaking about 
tl1e unemployn1ent o~ the last two or 
tl1ree years said that in Trinity. the 
fiRhermen had been badly off beca11se 
no fisl1 had come to the shores. For
m.erly when tl1e fish came in the 
n1onths of July or August the fisher
man had supplies to last until Nove1n
ber or Dec.em,ber. But the last two 
O!' three years the merchant only 
gave supplies for one month. Ther<~ 

were no fish ca.ught and ·tJie me·r
chant would not supply · any more. 
The fishermen had tb api;>e.al to the . ' 

representative of his district for ~t 

p.ass to go to the Humber or some 
other place. Nobody but the Govern-· 
inent would help these people~ 

} 

Thousands of dollars wer~· -givC'n 
out in relief "7'here the party would 
often run the, risk of starving to deatl1 
it relief was delayed U:Qtil it was ~s
certa.ined whe.ther relief was rea.lly 
nee~ed. In speaking further. he refer
red to Minute of Council Governme.p.t, 
and said that ac~ording to the . Spe~cl1 
from the 1;hrone if there is no more 
legislation introduced there would 'be 
very little done unless by Mint1te 
of . Council. He referred to Mr. Mo11-

roe's Manifesto where he says that 
a bounty would be· given to the fish
ermen. He Sqid that also would hav~ 
to be done by Minqte of Council if 
the fishermen are to get the be·nefit of 
it next fall. He als·o felt sure that a 
M_inute of Counci? would be . riece·ssar}T 
to cope with the s~tuation on Bell I-;
land when the a.greement with the 

' 

Cc;mpany would terminate in Decem-
ber of this yea.r. 

He said that it would be of no use 
to appoint an Executive at all, if it 
were not to do those things which C:\re 
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for the interest of the country and is going to clean things up_, ·The Prime 

necessa.ry when the House of ·Assen~

bly is not in session. Of course 1'.l1e 
-

Executive -Government would · make 

n1istakes. The very best Exec.utive 

Governments have made them and will 

be still making them. The-y have 

n1ade mistakes when they acted w!tl1 

tl1e very best of intentions. He re

mein bered that during the past · thre '~ 

or four years everything was a.gair1st 
the Executive of which he was a men1~ 
ber. They would do certain things to 

I 

relieve· the unemployment situation. 
Things happened two or three months 
afterwards · altogether contrary to 
w11at ·had been expected, and ·it ivas 
impossible to take any meas.ures io 
combat them. ' The Government has 
to deal with the· British Empire Steel 
Corpor.ation in connection with the 
continuation of the operation of· th~ 
mines at Bell Island. If there has not 
been some change lately then the Gov
ernment . is going to have trouble ii1 

this connection. Capt. Randell, saicl 
Mr. Halfyard, was speaking on the 
railway. There . has been nothi11g 
SE:'ttled, although the House of Asse1n·
bly had decided that there should be 
three men elect~d to form a Railway 
Commission. He had no acquaintance 
with tl1e Prime Minister, but frq1n 
what he had heard and what hacl 

. ~ .; 

come before his notice he was ·of op-
- . 

inion that his inte·ntions might be 
good, but having no experience· in 
Government matters, his actions no 
dcubt would depend 'largely upon · the 
advice of others. Howe.ver, the Prime 
l\'.Iinister speaking the. other day said 
that in the election campaign · prom
ises had been made as othe·r political 
Parties had made 'promises in · i:l1e. 
Past. H e- thought that the party that 
made promises could not last. It 
might ·get through a. few years but in 
a short time it would come to gri~f. 

The P rime Minister made the state
ment boldly, and still the Governme·nt 

Minister is ,not only . r .esponsible · for 
his own actions but als·o f.or. the ·doings 
and the sayings of the members of tl1e 
Executive, and he , gave the Prime 
Minister the benefit of the d.oubt. Wit}1 
regard to dismissals, the Government 
is 'solely responsible, and anytliing he 
said. would not alter their decisions. 
But he knew of a case in which a man' 
vvas .dismissed and the: Prime Minis
te1· and the · Exe.cutive. Government 
l1ad known nothing about it. There 
'\Vere cases in whjch men displayed 
no party feelings, even though they 
had sympathies, had been dismissec;i. 
l\ir.' Halfyard then said that he did 
i1ot intend at this juncture to make 
a long speech, and· with·1that , he closeci 
his remarks. 

- I 

MR. HICKMAN moved that the de-, 

bate be adiourned until the next sit--
ting. 

MR. WARREN gave notice of ques-. . ' 

ti on. . ' \ 

' 

MR. GRIMES gave notice~ of ·ques-
ti on. ' . 

MR. RANDELL gave notice of ques..: 
ti on. .. 

MR. BROWN gave notice of ques-
' 

, 

ti on. 

MR. _ H-ALFY ARD gave notice · of 
question. · . ' . . ' 

THE PRIME MINISTER gave no
tice that on to-morrow he · would move 
the House I into the Committee of the 
Whole· to consider certain resolutions 
to confirm an agreement ente·red into 
betw·een the Government and the New
foundland Milling Company, ·· Limitecl. 

ANSWERS TO QUES'r'IONS. . 
~ -

In re.ply to questions No. 1 ·of the 
Order Paper the Minister of Pcis'ts 
and Telegraphs made the following 
stalement:-

Arrangements are being made 
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the · ~distribution of . the . mails in the 

District ' 1of·, Fortune by motor bouts.'· 
Tl1e ~'·Wren'' · has been taken off · tl1e 
route . because the- cost of . the service 
vvas out o:fl all ·Proportion . to the . ser- · 
vice rendered . . . . 

I - • ' ~ • ) I . 

The Glencoe was taken off because 
. . . ~ ' 

it w_as founq that the P9rtia . Gan per-
• I f _ 1 ... \- j: ';j, / "' 

form all tl1e services alone. 
: • ~ '·' ·~· c - ,1 . ~. ,·) ·' \ 1 ,· 

The · Seb'astopol· has ·been taken c.ff 
Bay .of .. Islands and· pending fur.ther1 

arrangements 1a .small .steamer- is · em..- · 
ployed for a few trips. 

. . l 

The ·"wren" ·will be replaced· · b.v 
motor boats ' at a probable saving of 

, ' ' • . I I J • ' ' 

abo~t $25,000.00. · · ' 
i .. . ;. 

. Tne. Sepast9pQl_, was ~ost_ing $4,500.00 
per month while a small steamer . can · 
be had for a thousand or less sav
ing in·· eight mo'ritfts about · $28~000.00. 

, ' • • .I ~ '" 

Taking off the Glencoe means a sa,T-
ir1g of say $35,000.00. 

'N'o . steamer· will' 'be s·~nt · ;to 11 'Norti1-
ern Labrador this season saving $25,:_ · 
000.00. Total saving $113,000.00·. 

~ ._ f I . ~ t - '- 'I j ,/. 

In reply to No. 2 of the Order Pa.
per relative to House of . Assembly 

. I i \ ~ • .. - i 

artpointments the 'Prime Minist9r 
' made the following statement:-

Cha·s. E. Hunt replaces · E. L. Car
ter as Law Clerk; Reuben Parsons i;e

places , A. , Targett . as Sergeant'-at
Arms; J. G. Muir repla.ces John Bar
ron as Supervisor of Debat~s; W. ,J . 

.t ' ;; .. ' • ~ ' ' I" ., { 

O'Neill replaces John Brown as Com-
• .. . • • • i . " # 

piler of Synopsis; Chas. Whitten re-
• ' . r , ,. .. , ~· 

'places Robert Walsh as Speaker's at- . 
·, • ' J ' .. < _. ~ ~ 

tendent. As messengers John Gray, 
\ "' / i · \ • \ ' 

Ed. Butt, Thos. Walsh, Wm. Coona .. 11-
.· / • - ) J ~ 

replace R. Butler, Chas., Tucker. Jno. 
Snelgrove and Stan Breen. ~ 

As door ,keepers . Edward- · Earle~, 
JoJ::ln .Burt, Thos. Martin replace Hy. 

t ~ ' '4 l 

l\1orey, Thos. Eustace and M.oses 
. . .. 1 , • f 

Strong. These changes are · made at 
' I • l I • I ~ I ' . 

tl1e discretion of the Government and 
the Commmission of Internal Economy 
in pursuance of the usual custom. 

ORD~RS OF THE .DAY • .. 
Sec.and reading of Bill .entitled. ".L\.n ~ 

Act to Amend 12 and 13 Geo. V. Cap. ; 
I • • , j C f" I • • 

20, entitled 'An Act Respecting War 
. ' 

Pen.sions ~ ' " " · .. . ' 

' i , ... ~ .. • ~ - , 1 • 

The MINISTER OF JUSTICE ex-
• ' J -

plaine'd' 'in .. thl.s coniiecfion that there' 
\.Vere originally thre·e membel's 'of: the · 
War- Pensions Board. , o .ne m·embe1--~ · 
Mr. Clift had / .died . .and . the1· re- · 
maining members had been giv~n the , 

• • ~ ' • ;. ' ' • 4 • 

power of action of the original three. 
' • • ~ J ' ., 

There is at present one member 011 

the Board'.. · The Great War · Veterans~ . ' . 
·,. ~ 1 I ). ( T 

have recommended the appointment 
I , ' . f L • I ' ~ " ' I I • • . 

oJ: Commander R. A. Howley and Mr., 
J -. c. Pratt,i and these !hen h~ve . of- ' 

' ... \. ·' ; • •• ~ '· $ 

fered to serve with.out re·compens(! . 
' . I \ I , \ • , 

1 
' ~ l ._ 

Tl1eir offer has been accepted and it . ' ) . ' . -

is now proposed to· m~ake three mem-
• '~ ,,· .l i I r f • ~ i 

bers of the Board. ~nd the expen~e 

will 'be mucli ' less . than 'it Ii.as , be-en. ' 
i . 

' J . I t . 
.. I :I ' ',. J 

J?ur.suant to order, · a;nd ·on . motion . 
of JI on. thE} Ministe.r o.f Justice,.~ the;~ 

Bill enti,t,led ''An Act to .Amend, 1,2 and 
1:3 Geo .. V. ,Cap. !20 entitled. 'An Act 1reT 

spe,cting War Pep.sions/ was.·. re·ad . a 
second .· time, a.n.d .1it was order.ed that 
the · .sai<;l Bill be referred . to a . Com-· 
mittee .of the ,Whole Ho.use on to , 
nlorrow. ~ . - I I ' 

Second r·eading of Bill entitie'd "'An 
Act· to ·Amend Cap · 86 of :1the ·1Con
solidated -Statutes' (Third Ser'ies) ;en
titled 'Of Stipendiary ;Magistrates ~nd · 

. ' 

Justice of ' the 1 Peace."·" ' ' • I l 

The MINISTE'R .OF JUSTICE ef{-
t ,. '- , • ~ 4 • 

plain~d that formerly on, many . occa-
.. ~ • ,.. ' ~ •' i. ~ • I \ 

sions . w~en it ~~d be~n / nec.((ssarY, t~. 

send magi~trates out of their own 
• 1 • ( , ... ' 

districts into others it was very -in-
. I • • • t " .I .• • >- • - 1 

C<)n,yenie:p.t b
1
ecause , the old act pro·~ 

• ' - • ~ • .. • t 

vided ,that these men were, , and had 
' . . ~ / ' .· ( 

the powers of, , magist.rates only iJ?. 
their o~n districts. It was no'f pro-. ' 

posed to make any man appointecl . ' ~ . ( \ 

Stipendiary Magistrate, a Justice of 
• ~ f • -. ,. 

Peace for the whole Island. 

At present, he said, we· ha\.?e two or 
three very excellent Magistrates, an<l 
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at times it is ·found necessary · to 
t'ransf er them· for . "temporary ·work in 
otl1er quarters. He thought the House 
\voul d be· wise in ·adopting ,this amencl-
ment. . . 

P u rsuant to order, and· ·on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, th.e 

.Bill en titled "An Act to Amend Chap
ter 86 of the Co.nsolidated Statutes 

' ' 

,(Third Seri~~) · entitled '·Of Stipend.iary 
l\1agistrates and . Justices . of. the 
Pt~ace,' " '. was ,r.ead a second time, : ancl 
it was · ordered, tl1at tl1e· · said B_ill lle 
referred to a Committee of .the · vVholc 

' 
011 t o-morrow. 

, , , • - r 

' I 

Second reading of bill to amend the . . ' . ' 

Ele~.tion , Act, . 1913. At the request 
of the Hon. l\1:inister of Justice· Mr. 

' I , . ' 

Halfyard moved that the second read-
• I , 

ing of tl1is , bill be deferred, until to-
• • • ' ! ' 

:r;norrow. 

THE COLONIAL . ·SECRET'ARY 
-tabled the Annual Repo.rt of the R.eg · 
istrar General for tl1e · yea·r ending 
December ·31st, 1923. 

• 
1THE PRIM'E MINISTER ·tabled the 

A11nual R eport · of · the Department {)f 
E'ducat ion for the year 1922-23. ·· 

l\1R . SCAMiVIELL gave notice of 
qt1~stion. · 

. . 
MR. WARREN iri speaking to the 

' 
n~otion for an adjournment, asked 'the 
leader of the Government if · there 

. I 

¥.-·ere any new arrangeme·nts made 
witl1 . regard' to reporting of the . de. 
be:1tes of the ·H·ouse. He understood 
that some change was made ·in the 
s)rstem; and ' he wanted · to · know if · it 
was put in operation. ·· 

, ' , HON · THE PRIME MINI'STE·R . ·sai(l 
fJ1e· Government · came to the eon
clusiori t l1 at verbatim reporting wa.s 

' riot:· a riec·essity, and they .. proposed 
lTa Yin g a synopsis· taken Of the de

. · bate:s ' arid· published in the ·papers -in 
1

tl1e usual \Vay. ·There will be . no 
Hansard tl1is · year, as it was looked 
upan as u·nnecessary expense. · · 1 • 

MR. W ARREN:.......,By · whom . ·is the 
·synopsis prepared·? . 

• 

' HON· . . MINISTER · OF JUSTICE, 
speaking as a member .. of ·the Internal 
Economy . Con1'.mission~ 1 said it . wa.s 
being prepared by · the regular ., ·re
porting staff. Tl1is systein, ·he· said, 
-vv·as being'' tried a.s an experiment to 
see how it works out, and as this was 
not likeJY, .tq ~ b~e, , ~ lqng , ~es~iQil jt .. wc:is 
tl1ough ·an opportune time to try out 
' ~ .; .., ' ' ~~ . r' 1 . •\ .... ( ~ ' ' r " 

tl1e system. I Yea.rs ago, ' without ' the 
.. \ • . • • ' r • , 

H ansard, speeches were got from ' tli.a 
I 

' l •. ,. , r • -1 ':' r.. • • • 

back files of old papers months af-. . 
' ' • • \ • ! l . /· ' ~ ; 

ter tl1ey were · delivered. That sys-
tem was abaiidon~d a:hd the idea <lf 

· 1iaving a H~ns.ard was . a·dopted~·: The 
:Hansard w~~ found ·. botli · exp~nsrve 

. " . .. l . ' 

and unsatisfacto.ry, and it is ·now ' pro-
posed to· try the syste'm of a 'digest of 

· tl1e speeches·~ · and · he ·· thought this 
_ m·ethod will be found economical.· , . 

· · 'l\1:R. GRIMES· asked ' if this system 
.,-vas definit ely' decided ' upon. r 

' HON. THE MINISTER' OF ·.JUSTICE 
'. 

replied that there was nothing · de
done beyond what is clo.ne ' 

finitely 
now. 'r ' 

It was . moved ·a'.nd . seconded : . that 
when the House rises; it , adjourn un-

• ( I ' • ~ • t • 

til T'l1ursday afternoon, at three of ' the 
clock. ' 

,, ' J • ~ - -

The House then. adjourned accor~l-
. • ,, l • • • 

ingly. . ' . . 

. ' 

' ' 
THURS.PAY'·. July 17th, 19.24. 

Tl1e House met at three . of the . clock . ' . . 

in · the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
ment: . . ' . ' . . ~ 

Mr. Scamniell' gave notice ·o.f ques-
ti 0 n • ' ! . 1 1 • , ' • ' I . 1 • 

r . i 

Mr~ War:re·n gave notice of question. 
I, ' 1' ., : ' I 

Mr. Duff gave notice of question. · 
• I 

• J ·~ • ' - • • • • • 

Mr. Ashrourn~ gave notice of ques-
. - t ' 

, t~on. , \ .. .. 
• 

.Mr. Puddiste.r ·. gaye notice .. of . qu~s-

tion. · 1-,. ! , ·: ,_.;,·\ __ t ,... , , .• •i , 

.. Pursuant to notice, -and . ~n9 ;rn9tion 
. of ·Hon. the Prime Minister~ . Sup~ply 

.was granted to His, Majesty. _ .. 

THE HON. · TH·E PRIME MIN.ISTER 
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asked that the motion to move the 
Ho·use into Committee of the whole to 
consider ce·rtain ·resolutions to con
firm an, agreement entered into be
tween the Government and the Nfld. 
Milling -C·o., Ltd., be deferred. It was 
·ordered accordingly. 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS: 
MR .. WARREN asked the Hon. Prime 

. . I 

Minister ·(a) if the Railway was being 
operated under the .supervision of com
missioners as heretofore; (b) if sq, 
who are the commissio·ners; ( (c) if it 
is the · intention of the Government to 
continue this system; ( d) have any 
steps been taken to provide for , any 
other mode of operation. 

HON. PRIME ·MINISTER replied 
that the Railway was being operated 
by Mr. Russell, and that no · commis
sioners had been appointed; also that 
it was. the intention of the Government 
to continue . this system for the imme
diate present, and . that no steps had 
been taken as yet for altering it. 

MR. GRIMES asked .the Hon. Prime 
Minister (a) when the new I~orin.al 

School would . be open; (b) how many 
teachers would be employed ( c) if any 
teachers would be engaged outside of 
Newfoundland; (d) if so how many 
and from where. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER re-
" . 

plied that it was proposed to open the 
Normal School on September 1st; he 
cou1d ·not say how many teachers 
would be engaged, probably about the 
same n'umber as formerly. ·He inform
ed Mr. Grimes it was not proposed to 
employ or engage tt-achers outside of 
Newfoundland. He also said that if . 
the Carnegie Fund of $1500.00 was 

. 
available a junior college could ·be run 
in connection with the Normal School 
for a further sum of $40.00.00 whereas 
now the cost was about $6000.00. 

MR. GRIMES asked the Hon. Prime 
Minister if it was the intention of the 
Government to act on the findings and 
to put into force any· or all of the re-

commendations of the Royal Commis~ 
sion ·appointed in 1921 to enquire into 
the working of the Prohibition Act. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
replied that the question was receiv-· 
ing the consideration of the Govern
ment. 

· It was only yesterday that he had 
seen the commissioners report, and he 

. . 
was surprised that nothing had been 
done although the report was present-

; ' 

ed in 1921, and 'Contained some excel-
, ' 

lent suggestions that were well worthy 
consideration. · · 

MR. RANDELL asked the Colonial 
-

Secretary to lay on the table of the 
. House the . answe~s to the following:-;
W~at amount of coal has been bought 
or contracted for by the management 
of the Nfld. Government Railway since 
the first day of March of this year' to 
date? If tenders have been asked for 
such coal? What price is being paid 
or agreed on by the management of the 
Railway? The names of the Compan
ie·s or persons through whom the pur
chases or contracts had been made? 
What are the ·prices, terms and· dates 
of such contracts, if any, and if the 
coal has been bought c.i.f. St. John's? 
If other than Sydney coal has been 
contracted for? 

THE HON. COL-ONIAL SECRETARY 
tabled reply. 

MR. BROWN asked the Hon. The 
Prime M.inister if it was the · intention 
of the Government · to operate the 
Steamer Watchful on the Bonavista 
Mail Service this season. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
replied that at present it was not the 
intention to operate the Watchful, !but 
that as soon as certain repairs which 
are now being effected on the Govern
ment wharf at Port Blandford the 
Malakoff would take up the old Clyde 
route. 

MR. HALFYARD asked the Colonial 
Secretary to lay on the table of ·the 
House copy of the latest agreement 

• 
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made between Dominion Steel Corpor
ation Ltd. and Nfld. Government for 
the operation of the iron mines at 
Wabana; also if it is the intention of 
the Government to introduce legisla
tion during the present session for the 
continuation of the operating of the 
said mines after- the 31st December, 
1924, so as to avoid minute of Council 
Government which was so strenuous
ly objected to by certain Members 
of the Legislature during paSit session. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY 
replied that since the advent of the 
present Government in power there 
had been no agreement. He also said 
that when his hon. friend was Colonial 
Secretary an agreement was entered 
into; , the present Government had 

' 

made no decision regarding the policy 
which it intended to persue. 

MR. SCAMMELL asked the Hon. 
Minister of , Posts and Telegraphs . if 
the S.S. Earl of Devon had been en
gaged to undertake certain cable work, 
and if so, to state (a) for what work 
in particular she has been engaged (b) 
at what rate per day had she been en
gaged. 

THE HON. MINISTER POSTS & 
TELEGRAPHS replied that the S.S'. 
Earl of Devon was employed on cable 
work in Notre Dame Bay and Green 
Bay, and that the Steamer was being 
paid at the rate of $132.00 per day. 

MR. SCAMMELL asked the Minister 
of Justice to lay on the tal1le of the 
House the report of G. N. Read, Son & 
Watson, chartered accountants, into 
the affairs of Controller's Department 
for the financial years 1921-22 and 
1922-23. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
replied that he was not pre:pared to 
give the answer to this question as it 
involved certain other matters which 
were under consideration and in
vestigation. 

MR. SCAMMELL I ·beg to accept the 
Hon. Minister's Explanation. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
• 

MR. GRIMES, in speaking to the -
motion of Address in Reply to . the 
Speeck from the Throne, congratulat-
ed the Spe_aker upon the high office to 
which he had been elected by the un
animous vote -of the House. When he 
(Mr. Grimes) first entered the Assem-
bly as a member Mr. J. R. Goodlson· 
was the Speaker. · He co-nducted him·
self with such grace, , dignity and ~act 
that caused the admiration of members 
on l oth sides. The present Minister 
of Justice followed and his parlia
mentary experience enabled · hi-m _· to 
continue in like manner. Mr. Fox he 
had :p.o doubt would f9llow in t~e sam.e 
path . . His training. and _education, his 
legal ability and parliamentary ex~ 

perience, left no doubt in his :µiind that 
the H·ouse had made a wise choice in - ' . . 

' 

selecting-him. In movin'g the motion 
for the Address in Reply, the member 
for Burin, Mr. Lake, made Harmon-y 

' -

and Good Will the theme of his re-. . 

marks. This was a very .good be&'in'."' 
ning -on the part of the Hon. meµiber, 
and. 'if he was speaking on behalf of 
th-e Government, -he (Mr. Grimes) 
would be ready to co-operate in having 
such a spirit dominate . the delibera
tion -of the Assembly. , For this to i:;;uc
ceed the Government must be as ready 
to accept suggestions from the Opposi
tion Party as they are from their own. 
If they did, much good may 'be accom
plished. There _were many .pressing 
prol.lems demanding solution. TheI."e 
were serious conditions that had to be 
faced in the interests -of the Coun-- . 

try. Unity would do more to over-
come these conditions than bickerings 
and strife. Economy had not only to 
be preached t.ut practiced an~ a 
square deal to all carried out. 

Continuing Mr. Grimes said th'at the 
seconder of the motion of the Address 
in Reply Mr. Linegar had announced 
himself as a Representative of Labor. 
He was glad· to W·elcome him· as such 
to the Assembly and agreed with Mr. 
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Brown that there shoultl be 'more Lab

or. Representatives .so that Labor's in

terests could be better cared ·for in 

the work of L'egislation. The Labor-
\ 1 I ; ~ 

ing · and Artisan Classes have rights . ' . 
which are not exercised to the full, 

' ' ' . 

and, to exercise them , fully the.y must 

fit ·themselves for the responsibilities 

th-ey will bring with them:. He (Mr. 

Grimes) was ih accord with Mr.· Half
yard that membership in a Union was 
not ·a necessary qualification for one 

. ' . 

to have the interest of the Laboring 
' . 

and Artisan Classes at heart and he 
would be sorroy to think that anyone 

' . . . 

sitting in the House was not as much 
' 

c'oncerned · about the welfare of the 
Laboring Artisan and Fishermen 
Classes as any other classes. To be a 
true representative one· had to reco·g
nize the claims of all a:\}d · deal with 
them · as circumstances · .. ·warranted. 
Men not only froni the ranks of Labor 
but from the ranks · of the weii-to-do 
and the · nobility have been foremost 
in the · fight! ·for the b·etterment of so-

• ' I , ; • \ ' ' 

cial conditions. It , was Robert Owen, . ' a manufacturer of Lanark -who in the 
eighteenth centuary started the ·move
ment for a shorter working day, and 
e"ventually succeeded. It was Lord 
Shaftsbury who fought against child-, 

ren under age being employed in the 
Mine's and Factories of Great Britain, 
and . eventually succeeded. The His-

- toi:y of Legislation is nearly all civil
ized conditions will show that that 

( . . : 

~ feeling of Justice and fair· play is not 
~n the possessio_n of one class only. 

He h·oped the glowing pictures of 
' - . . 'j ' ' 

prosperity dangled before us, did not 
I ' . 

blind our eyes to the actual conditions 
existing. None 'deprecated more than 
he the painting of blue ruin pictures 
·of ·Nfid.,. and ithe · constant featuring 
of them i11 our daily newspapers. They 

· did considerable- harm abroad and at 
home. But there is a danger in talk
ing of prosperity, and lulling ourselves 
-with· a fanciful picture. To say pros-

• 

perity was coming our way 1by leaps 

and bounds was n·ot the truth. While 
• , ' ~ J 

times are better in Newfoundland than . . 

they were last _year, t4ere is still much 
- . 

unemployment. S1e.veral .hundred fp,m
i.Iy men in St . . John's were find.iJ;lg-.e.m
ployment so s.carce that they. wer·e on 
a bare existance with the long . winter 
ahead when employment for the casu~l 
lat~orer practically ceases. · There 
was much construction work going ·01 ... 

' . ' 

in the interior by the A.N.D. Co. and 
the. Newfoundland Pulp·. a~d - Pap.er· Co., 
the end of November will see much of 
that work completed- and w·ould wit-

. . . . 
ness the laying off of three or four 

1 • l . . • ..- . 

thousand men. Conditions in connec-
tion . with the British Empire Steel 

' . 

Corporation was not promising .·· for 
continued work at Bell Island. He 

J ' • . 

would ask what 'steps the· Government 
proposed to' take for ·· the coming· win
ter in case of a: repetition of .~conditions 

as prevailed the ·previous·· years. ··' It 
is ·true that we have a. Labor Bureau 
l ut that is not functioning to-day , in 
such a manner as to be of . benefit -to 
the unemployed. ·He did not 'blame 
Capt. Byrne or his associates for this, 
it was · more the fault of the Govern
ment for not giving it greater poweJ;'S. 
A Labor Bureau to ~erve its purp~~e 
should . be a place where everr unem
ployed person could hav~ his ~ame 

registered as such showing .wbat. kifl.d 
of work he was accustomed to, and 

' . . . . - ~ 

what he was willing to do an_d in_ case 
. . 

'v·ork could not be found in what . he 
. ' . . ~ 

had been trained to do, what · other , . . ~ - ' 

kind he was willing to undertake. Ev-
. • , ' ' - ; . .. . i . 

ery employer or other perso'n wanting 
. . ' -

a man should also register his name in 
' 

the same Bureau. If this were done 
he (Mr. Grimes) believed · more ·work 

. , 

for unemployed _men could be found. 
The Bureau would alsd prove 'of ser-

i .. ' t· 

vice in acquainting ; the ' Government 
with actual conditions prevailing irt the 
La l 'Or Market and give an oppo'rtun
ity of knowing the number of. men out 
of work through no fault of. ·their own, 
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and save the charitably· disposed per
sons of the Commun.ity against much 
imposition when beggars come round. 
Cert_ain it is that the Government has 
the advantage of the experience of 
previous Gover~ments in dealing with 
unemployment and if it fails to learn 
the lesson, there will be no excuse for 
the Government. _To deal haphazardly 
with such conditions wol1ld be a 

• crime. 

In dealing with the Gander develop
ment and the establishment of a Flour 
Mill, Mr. Grimes said that he hoped 
the Government would not delay their 
establishment. Every inducement con
sistent with the true interests of New
foundland should be held out so that 
such Labor giving industries should 
be started at the earliest date. 

Dealing with the Salaries of Civil 
Servants, Mr. Grimes said that he 
thought it advisable that a Civil Ser
vice Commission should be appointed 
consisting of experienced men, who 
knew the value of work to the Govern
ment and could better apportion sal
aries than they are to-day. No Civil 
_Servant with dependents should re
ceive a salary less than what is requir
ed to keep him ·in decency and com
fort, and they should be graded from 
that up according to their ability and 
their . responsibilities. Civil Service 
examinations should ·be · established 
and only those qualified to take posi
tions should have them. Unless this 
is done the Prime Minister will have 
failed to reform the Civil Service. 

Mr. Grimes hoped economy would 
be practised in the right direction. Re
ference was made to the abolition of 
the Mounted Police in order to effect 
economy. Would the saving effected 
be commensurate with the loss of the 
value of such services to the Commun
ity. This should be given due consid
eration b·efore such a change was ef
fected~ As to the saving to be effect
ed by the establishn1ent of a King''s 
Printer, . he . would like to have the 

figures before he could form an opin

ion. There should be proper reasons 

given for the creation of new jobs, and 

facts given to show that any such job 
will pay .the country to . have it. The 
abolitio·n of the Hansard would be a 
grave mistake, it is a record of the 
work of the Legislature, the Govern
ment and the Opposition. It enables 
the member of the House to refer to 
it at any time for information he l!lay 
want and from it he can keep his mer,n
ory . fresh and be in a ·better position 
to inform his constituents of what 1s 
being or has been done. 

As to the Prohibition Act Mr. Grimes 
said if the amendment to be .made were 
in opposition to the spirit of the Act, 
it was not the business of the Legis
lature to alter it in .such a way. The 
Prohibition Law had seldom been re
'ferred to during the whoJe political 
Campagin and consequently there was 
no mandate from the people to destroy 
the spirit of the Act. If it was propos
ed to do so it should be decided by the 

' ' 

people in the same way they brought 
it about; through a plebiscite. Mr. 
Grimes referred the Government to the 
findings and the recommendations of 
the Royal commission · appointed , in 
1921 to enquire into the working. out 
of the Prohibition Law. There _were a 
number of valuable suggestions con-, 
tained therein. He understood · from 
the Prime Minister's remarks that on
ly those Civil Servant would be dis
missed who were actually engaged in 
politics during the last campaign. He 
(Mr. Grimes) would remind him that 
not only those l ut others who had 
taken no part were being removed al
s·o. Mr. Geo. Roberts of Brigus, a 
lightkeeper on the Labrador had been 
removed. There are those who can 
testify that Mr. Roberts was neutral 
dur;ing the last election. Yet he is dis
missed. A man in the eventide of life, 
past seventy years of age, thrown on 
the scrap heap without a justifiable 
reason. for it. Mr. Chaulk .1" is given 
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the job. He (Mr. Grimes) had nothing 

against Mr. Chaulker and he thought 

if he was c·ompetent to fill a job 

there would be ample opportunity 

with-in a year or two, when a vacancy 

may occur which he could fill. 

In reference to the ·Customs Mr. 
Grimes said it was time efforts were . 
put · forth to protect legitimate busi-
ness in this country, against those 
who were importing goods and giving 
false invoices. It was a notorious fact 
that all sorts of tricks were being 
worked to defraud the Customs and 
get goods in under value. If this is 
allowed to continue no business man 
wanting to act straight with the cus
toms will be able to exist, and all such 
will' be driven out of business in three 
or four years. If the Minister of Fn
ance prevents the further recurrence 
of these · disgraceful practices, , he will 
have the commendation of all honest 
men. 

Mr. Grimes referred to his tour of 
Twillingate District with his colleague 
and what he saw in connection with 
the Herring Fishery. Thousands of 
. . 
Herring were being thrown away that 
did no·t measure up to the size re
quired for the Market where they were 
reing sent. Herring Factories estab-

, 

lished there that would manufacture 
Herring Oil, Herring Meal and Fer
tilizer could have saved all this waste, 

' 
and he hoped the Government would 
take this matter up. The employment 
they would give to those near home 
would be of immense value. 

MR. DUFF congratulated the Speak
er -on his appointment as the First 
Commoner, and. also the Mover and 
Seconder of the Address in Reply, and 
more particularly did he refer to the 
m-over, Mr. Lake who was a young 
outport representative from his own 
district. It was more of the type of 
men like Mr. Lake we desired to see 
in this House, men acquainted with 
the needs of their district and with a 

practical knowledge of its fisheries 
and undertakings. 

Although we had nearly a score of 
districts in this country, there were' a 

-, 

great many people who were of the 
impression there were only two-St. 
John's East and St. John's West, and 
this had been more ·· particularly im
pressed on my mind during the past 
few' days since· I ·had an opportunity 
to travel the roads to this vicinity, to 
find perfect roads reaching in all di
rections whilst in the outports we 
have the very opposite.· Some time 
ago it bec~me my duty to report to 
the Minister of Public Works that 
there were llridges in the settlement 
of Victoria with as many .as three 
planks broken out of one and they 
were not safe for car or carriage, and 
in fact were a manace . to life and limb. 
Similar conditio:p.s . were apparent on 
the road between Carbonear anq Har
bor Grace where broken planks were 
in evidence. 

In a recent issue of the mor.ning pa
per reference was made to the opposi
tion and it would desire to give its 
readers the impression that tl1e Opposi .. 
tion were desirous of getting out of 
sight. It said we had taken to the 
lack benches and the i11ference was 
that we had crawled ·into a hole and 
pulled the hole in after us. · As one 
memlier of the Opposition I would de
sire to state to the House that I had 
no such feelings. I quite realized my 
responsil ilities · and was quite satis
fied to · l ·e found ·on this side of the 
House and found the seat very com
fortal,le. I represented the district of 
Carl onear, a district that .had produc
ed a great percentage of , the: Master 
Mar.iners and seamen of this. country, 
and the men who carried our products 
across the ocean during the great war. 
I notice we have two real Labor Can
didates in this House, Mr. Linegar on 
the Government side, who says he re
presents 300 men and Mr. Brown on 
this side, who also represents · a cer-
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tain number; ·but · I do not ·purpose 

takin:g second place to any Labor ·Can

didate,1 as I · represent· · labour indis

·cr-iminately, .from the ma·n who catches 
. the cod on Northern Labr·ador~ the . sea
men . who carries .it to market, the miner 
and . lab0;rer·. And ·in·. my-:, district· we 

(. prq.duce. the . best · miners as well as · the 
best railr·oaders. , , . 

... I . am 1 pleased to · note that the Op
. position has.' intimated their intention 
·of not ·hampering the Government· and 
in that. I · concur. ·· ·1 am as · desirous · of 

· a · clean up a1nd keep c·leati and ·a square 
deal , to· 'all · as the Premier, and ·also 
for· Economy and ·retre]ichtnent; ·but 
.I · d'o.ubt the Premier's sincerity· in this 
and I have reason to. I find that 
·quite recently a·n 'estimable· old fish-
·ermen of my district that was fire
warden has been dismissed'. and ·an
other'. citizen; also · a very wbrthy one 

1 has been · appointed in his · stead~ ' Again 
· irt· Vtctoria there · has 1 been a new ap
. ·pointm·ent as firewarden~ I have · no
. thing to say against .these · appointees 

as they are most . desirable men, but 
· 'why , appoint men to such ·positions 

where there is · nothing ' to ·burn, and 
the · same thing : applys to co·nception 
·Bay, th·erefore I ·doubt the sincerity 
of tlie Premier. If the fire wardens had 

· been ·dismissed · a:nd no' other· appoint
ed I would not · .comm·ent on· it. ··when 
the Minister ·of Posts, in this -House 
yesterday gave . his reasons» to Mr. 
Warren for. ·tak-ing off the boats on the 
South and West Coasts and declared 
what . a --saving he- was making· -in the 
Public S~ervice,. th·e visitors · to this 

·House- heartily appla·u.d-ed him, . which 
·was proof 1 \positive that the ·people of 

· St. :· John's were· behind the Govern
\ ment-- i'.n · a policy· of economy and- re
trenchment, and I ,hope they will con-
tinue ·to applaud .when the retrench
ment_ policy comes neare~ home, as I 

t know no place whe.re t,he need for lop
ping · o.ff · needless goyernment officials 
is greater than this city of St. John's. 
One meets _smart. sprightly · men day 

after day on the· streets that· · hQve 
been pensioned to · ·make room ! 1for 
camp followers-,. -as · we'll as 'officials in 

.galo.re. ·· ·: :· .. : , . ·1·;1,, .. ' · 

, it is pleasin·g · to 1'hear that : tli~ ·Min-
, ister of Finance: ha:s ·takeh1 hold. iiI ' liis 
department in his' usual · ~vi·go'.roliS and 
effective style; ·' And w·e sha:tl ; hope r·to 
hear news of similar purp·ort' from · 'the 
o~her departments of ·the! Govern~ent . 

. Evi,dently there ia a. brighter;, . day 
. da WI,ling for this ·old, ·la~q; ~- prqsp~cts 

. for :ij~h mar~eting, is good, . we . h~ve 
the , G~nder :E>rop~sitio~ and the -F;lqur 

.. Mill i.ndustr.y in prosp.ect ftn!l . w.e have 
tp.e Hu~b.er .industry ~· booming, .. ,a;nd 
what we wo.uld .have done with9:ut this 
latter to take care of our sui:plus .,iab
our population I cannot ·co_mpr.ehend. 

'-. .. 

~r. Lake, in hi~ speech ,info:nmed, us . . 

that there were only 4 p~r c~nt. o.f out-
. - ' . ., •, ' 

side wor:trmen _., eng?,.geq -in ~ that · indus-
, try, I d·o . not know where., he -got .- his 

I ' t • \, ;. I • ~ 

figures, but I very much questipn . th~µi. 

I would qe .inte;rest.ed tq k.nO'Y th,e . per-. . ' 

centage ip. wag~s, ~hat gp . tp . 1th~_ ,9ut-
.side or alien w9r}{ers~ ~ h~ve , be~n 
told that our w9r~men r,ec~ive 125 ,cents . , : ' . 

an hour and men from abroad . d·oing 
J "\ - -~ 

the same work, ~iqe by $i~~ o:b~~in 
I ' 

three and five times . as much, doing 
. .. ' ' ' ; t ! :;, ~ 

_the same work. . . . . 
I . 

' ' . .. ' . . ' . 
l • .-. • 

· · We hear of scores of young ' n;ten, 
sons of patricans, coming to the · Hum
ber to ·gain experience, · and we . do .. not 
begrudge .them the experience, but :we 
do begrudge them the pay and· posi
tions when our own rpen hav.e. to go 
to Canada and : the United . States .. ·to 
get their livelihood that is ,denied th.em 

. in their own land. There. js .. no need 
l - • • 

to reiterate ·that they .are .as, capaJ:;>le 
as any, because that is wel' known aµd 

, -proved. Then again we ha:v.e +v,Iajor 
. Butler looking .after labour , matte.rs in 

' . ' 

th.at section, and I . hav·e no doubt : ;b.e . ' ' 

is a gentleman. that is gj.ving evel'y s.at-
isfaction .to the parties: ithat. employ 
,him; ·who ever that may be; but what 

. iI desire -to know is why .. a .. capable 
wo·rkman cannot obtain w·ork on . his 

• 
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,,me_rits instead , of having to go to- a 
, ·mem:ber · of the_ Ho.use to obtain work 
on: the . Humber. I would suggest that 
a commission be appointed to look · in
to· the , labour sit·uation in that direc
tion, because there . is a · gr.eat deal of 
dissatisfaction there at present and it 
may save some, ser-ious trouble in, the 
near . future. · · 

·I am pleased to hear· that this Gov
ernment is · considering tlie matter of 
encouraging Tourist Traffic. We are 
in an enviable geographical position 

,. here in the gateway of the Gulf be
tween the old world and the new, with 
a very · fine · climate, scenery and sport. 
0n Friday last· I motored over to 
Pott·ugal Cove and sailed round Bell 
Island with a gentleman from the 
United States, · and he remarked there 
wer,e · hundreds -of. people in his coun
try that- would pay any money t<J en
joy what he was getting practically for 
nothing. 

Mr. Friend, Mr. Ashbourne, advo
cates Women's Suffrage, in which I 
heartily agree. When one consi<Jers 
that the male imbecile and feeble 
.minded have the priveledge of voting 
and intelligent women are deprived 
one realizes the unfairness. In my 
district, on the night previous to vot
ing, w.e lock up the imbecile in a store 
or. stable and · take him · off in a motor 
car · to· rec·ord his vote for · his captor, 

. the only. drive he enjoys until · the next 
election. 

I would call the attention of the 
House to the new Railway Schedule 

-now in operation. The Carbonear 
train is due at Carbonear at 10.30 p. 
m. and is ·supp·osed to leave that sta
tion for Bay de· Verde at 10.45. On 
Saturday night last the train drew out 
of Carbonear at 10 · minutes to 12 ·and 

-
the tr.ain staff w,as distributing freight, 
mails ·and baggage until 7 o'clock Sun
day morning. I do not know whether 
OT not the members f.or the District of 
Bay de Verde are members of the 
Lord's Day Alliance .or not, but I know 

the· p·eople, of Bay de v ·er.cde db not want 

this · state of affairs in their distr-ict, 

·and ' I call upon th·em to back me up 

in this' matter and have · the train 
changed. Again, think . of passengers, 
perhaps women and children, or even 
men, t eing thrown off at one · of their 
stations along that line at one, two or 
three o'clock at night. They·- have 
.either to sit on their luggage-until day
light or crawl down a . dark and rocky 
lane to a settlement where ev,erything 
is in darkness, and I warn you that 
later on in the Fall, when the weather 
. becomes bad, it will be dangerous to 
life. The Harl or Grace, Carbon ear 
end-of this line is the best paying, 
probal·ly 75 per cent. of the passen
gers and f-reight traffic emanating· from 
that section and n-ow our throu-gh 
tr_ain from Carbon ear to St. J ohn,'s is 
taken away from us for the benefit- of 
the Placentia section, and we have to 
change cars at Brigus Junction. Still 
more serious is the taking off of our 
Monday morning train that allowed 
people to go out ·of town for· the week
end and return at noon on Monday. At 

· present we get into St. John's at half 
past four and lose· the day. These are 
serious matters that require some 
serious consideration and I ·ask the 
Mem·bers for Ha.rbor Grace to back me 
up in this serious matter. 

I 'vent into politics for the gooa of 
the outfit. and for nothing personal, 
and certainly expected the square deal 
though on the Opposition. I have just 
received a wir.e from Carbonear that 
another head has been decapitated, be
cause presumably he voted for me, or 
rather was supposed to;· this man was 
janitor of the Post Office, and I might 
add-at ,the present time we have 'two 
janitors pensioned and one active-
three men paid by the ·Government to 
shovel 10 ton of coal in the furna·ce of 
·our put lie building. "To the victors 
(;elong the spoil" is a Tammany me
thod and one I· did not expect the per
sonel . of the . powers that be to adopt, 
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and -it .gives a representative a rather 
m-ean feeling . to realize that . a fa.mily 
man has to lose his position i because 
he has "exercis·ed his franchise. and vot
ed f-or the candidate of his ~choice. This 
should not be ·and I resent it. I am -the . 
representative chosen by my constit
uents -and I . . dernand to be recognized 
as such. There is always two sides 
to a story, and to listen to the one 
side (probably from an irrec.oncilable . 
constituent of mine) and not to the 
other is an injustice which I would 
ask the Government not to repeat. 
They can always please themselves 
afterwards. 

MR. HICKMAN said that he felt 
very ·proud of 11is ·'Opposition. He 
!ad men on his side of the House of 
ability and good sound judgment. He 
regretted very much that Sir Michael 
Cashin 'vas not now· a member of 
the House as he had been for so · niany 
years past. He felt that his g·reat 
ability as a business man would be· 
missed. He understood that · it was 
the intention of the Government ' to 
use the Estimates prepared by the 
past Government. ·if the previous 
G-overnment had ··such a record 11e 
thought the ·Estimates should be 
brought in now,' and if they were· not 
ready the sessjon should. be · delayed 
tc pre.pare the Estimates .' He would 
like to see econ-omy practiced but 
that could not be if the Gove.rnment 
spends more than its income. If the 
Gove'rnment · continues · to spend 
borrowed ' money each year to meet ' 
expenses, the day will come when it 
will get no further accommodatiori. 
The result will ' be either Confeder
ation with Canada or we shall become 
a Crown Colony. 

He. next ·took up the su_bject of Pro
hibition. He said that tbe Prohibiti,1n 
Act is just .as bindi~g as any other 
law and no man has any right . to 
break it. If it is to remain as n,t 
Present, it is the duty of the Prime 
Minister and the Government to see 

that it is ~carried out. ..J:f it cannot be. 

carried out, it "is .:also h1s duty ·ta · 
change . i.t. Th.is has bee·n "in the past 
~t subject that the ·Government was 
afraid to ·tackle because certain re- · 
lj gious sections were opp·osed to 'ft 

while other sections were in 'favor ·o;f 
it. He said he was not -af·raid ·'"to 'ex
press his views on the matter. Whe11 · 
he was in the 'Opposition he in·t!'o
duced the Bill ,because h'e wanted the 
open ·bar done a way with. lt was :a ' 
curse. ba,borers spent their money 
there and ·their children went hun·gry. 
... rhere were rabid prohibitionists on 
the Government side, however, antl 
the Bill that he. introdnced was ·rl'ot 
accepted. He did not believe in total 
prohibi'tion., b'Ut in an amediorated 
measure, so that the liquor will . be 
distributed evenly and properl~;r. 

Some people are . afraid - ·to · ex:pr.ess 
their views on p·rohibition. Mr. 
Hickman said .that he was not . afraid 
to 'do so, nor -on any su.b.j_ect for 'that 
m·atter. Membe.rs of 'the ·Government 
were tau·ght to ·think .that ·they could . 
bring in any ·1egisl~~tibn that they 
liked whether the Opposition · Iiiked it 
or not. ·There are members on the 
Op'-position side of 'the ~Hiusa who ·are 
able to .g.ive h'elp and sugg.estions and · 
they· should .get ·-an opportunity to d·o· 
so. Mr. Hickman also rcriticised the 
syste.m of ·recording . th·e speeches ··of 
the H.ouse. The members -of · the 
House have a rJght to have · the1r 
speeches on ·record.. Now there 1s. no .. 
reason why metnb~rs ' should keep 
themselves in. order.. A membe.r · cah· 
come in here and make the most ·out
rageous · charges a;gainst any ·other 
member a-nd there ·1s ·no'tlilng to stop 
l1im becauses ther.e ,fs ,no vetbat;im. 
copy .of his speech. extant. T'here is 
no .Ha.nsa:rd. If, said Mr. ·Hi~kma:n, 

he wanted to ref~r to an:ything wnicl1 
l1as happened before ·he ·had but ~to fg_o 
to the Government lib·rary ·and look 
up the Hansard; from this on, ·ho·w
ever, this will not be able .to be ·done. 
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The \Governme~nt is ·. establishing a · 

preceden,t. Mr. . .Hickman . thought, 

that there. should be . a Hansard, anJi · 

for ithe - ,further expenditure of , an- · 

other .thr,e,e or . fou-r hundred d-ollars · 

erected · through , the energy of ·Gelonel ' 
Nangle· and ,is · a credit to :.St: Joh·ni's1 

•· 

and .Newfoundland and ·W'ill ·' serv-0 t;o; ·' · 
keep ·in memory- those \ who ,f-o·U:ght,· i'n···' 
the ·war. Mr. Randell h'ad spoke.n of .·· 
the Doclr; and i.Mr. Hickman ·thongl1t ~ ·· 

the.re. shoulqi be. on~. rhe · Gove.rn . it should receive tlle consi<let'a,tion ·of 
ment \ii;; goiµg a.way with the , Hansard_.- the · .;. Gove.rn·ment . . · 1 ,, ·Nce.wfoundla11a '' 1 

and . establishing a Government Print- . 
' ~l I ' I •. < j • - • 

er wit~ a P,r9qable ~Ftlary . fro.m . $.2,- .. 
500 .. 00 to four . thou13and . qollars, ~nd 

• • ' • • • <t ~ 

should be. the repair shop- :of the i iAt- . ·: 
lantic, but this is· not the case,- ~ be- ··, 

cause . of the excessive port·•- ch:a~rges i ,· 
an ass}st~nt stenogr~pher 'f_a.nd an · of- and

1 
the. careless manner·' in ~ whioh, i 

fice, ~11 9~ ~hi.qh will . amo)unt. to a · . work is done . . ,The system -was to em .... -" 
lot, of µio~ey, . 'rJ;i~ , wh.ole ·Opposition ploy a certain n·umber·. of men;,J to · :pay; ', 
prates~~ . ag,~~~st j not .. k~~Pi11g q,n of- . them a salary and have .them employ-· ~ 
fici_al r .eppr,d, :. of . t:µe .deb~tes. . There - ed a certain length of time. T>he Jau:..: ·; 
ar~ q, fe f\~ .. pe_ople .. w.11.o can · t~ke a sy- · thorities at the dock never. to.ok .oc
nopsis ~i;id le~ye ou~ w.hat they Jik~ casi.on to s~e that the ~e~ , 

1

~ork·~;1 
,, • . • > . :> 1 ..._ • ,_, L l ' p ~ t I 

an;d, ,put . ~n only ' wP.at ~s . ,of advan.tage conscient_iously, 'but when. J the. ' ljop 
to q, per.~aiµ ; party. _; It. ,,i.s up - to the was done 1 'handed a· bill ' 'to the shi:p I 

. I I ~ I l - J • • l 

Goverµwent _· ~9' ,take', tne ;matter I into owners, 'st'ating tli'e char~es "w.ith .. a 
consi,de1~a~~on. . . : , . ce~tain·, i>erce.ntage ior · the dock. , T11e r 

• - .. t \_ ~· ~ .. ,;, •• 

He ;u_nderstood fr·om the Prime .Min.:- · result is ·tliat only temporary repair!S .. , 
{~ l f " ~ ' • ; I.·, ~ .. ~ 

ister~ that · the ' r.ailr,oad1 was to .be run '' are attended to here and the re':tl 
• • • • ' ~ ' ' ' ( , 1 

as ~ bef~re ·Und·er the· ·management of work is done elsewhere, and we lo.se , 
' .• f. I •\• \ r ~ ·• l t 

Mr_. .. :Russell an·d a Commission ... IVI~·. · lloth money and labor. There are 
t .. : . ~ . • , • ~ • r ; , . ~ 1 • " • I . 

RusseJl is a , good man ,_but h1e should ships sailing ~h~ Atlant~c w~i-~h p~v~ ; 
be;~ left al.one . ... ·Members · should n-ot instruction's ·to steer clear . of N evv-

! t • ' ( i ~ • • i ;i ' 

be , -getting = ·passes for · their constitt1- fcundlap.d if 'possible. The Gover:n-
. l , ,,.1.' ·~ } 

ents, . because iif tlle practice becomes ment, said Mr. Hickman, came into 
! ' ( ..; ' I ' • > , & "' f ' ;• 

genera1,i. three-quarters of , ·the ,pe<J- office at a time when a change was 
, I • \ - ~ ' ' 

ple travelling. will " be going. b·ack and. coming over . tJ:\e . country . . The , fis~1- , 
' i -- • t ,,. '-.. ~ ..... 1 

forth . w.itho.ut ... paying their wa.y. Ir ery was looking a good inve.stme11t . 
'· ' ' { . . . 

Iv.Ir.~ , Russell.1 iS 1 • in ,charge "()f the rail- because it .was·· 'th)ought . that . 'prices . 
'"ray -n:0 ... ,elenks should be , appointe{l vve~e· going to be 'good, 'and the ':A:u~1-

1 ' . ' ,.. . . ' . 

except ,at«.his own discretion and not ber !ndustry and Be.11 island were ot-.' 
on .-the reference .of the ,memb,ers of · fering ·lats , of e~ployni.ent: ' Th~, Go\;_ 

' I \ ' 1 . ,. ., . • ,,.. "J• ~- 1 ~ 

dis.trJcts. ·. If the, rail'\\'"ay is to ha.v:e . a · ernment ltas, not to u.ndergo .the san1e 
' \. ... ; .. 1'• ~~~:'~' , 

fav-orable : balance sheet · it will .have. trouble as · did their . predec~sso:rs. 
,#:~ .i ~\. i ~~ . . r' ~ )·,'-~) 

to ; be ,:left ,to .the. ·management of l\'I1~. about · the unemploym_ent . _probl~1n . .. , 
Russell, :tand .. it the ·;balance is , n.ot J\'.Iuch squandering had _' been "indulge.4 ,, 

' ! ~ ), j • I f • ' 

favorable we .a:.re ·not-going to get ai1y in by _a previous. · Go,vernm~nt ,~ p11t i ,. 
corporation , to· take. it · oyer ·and . run much .of .. it had , been. nece_ssitry.· . _Ill 

) • : • '. •. 1' • ' • l l. 

it as· a ·> good .. investme.nt. ' .If a ·. man' I consideration ' of this, thep., t~e credit 
really,,.needs .. a pass ·there. should be,· of this recovery will n·o·t , be. due' · to '· 
some ! officer :in. ·some ,department; - the Gdvern:rnent, ·as"-it would have; hapJ 
such as ~ the. Public, - Charities, . who · pene.d no · matter w·ho 'Was in pow(Yr:!' ·; 
should look~ iinto h.is case. · · · Mr: Hickman ·' hoped; · however,' tha,t '' 

Mr. ·Hickman said that · h·e would · the wave of prosperity., bn which the'' 
not· 11lte ·the oc~a·sion ·to pass with-out Government had ·embarked would · 
expr·e~sing his ' views on the· New- ' continue. It would take , an old poli-; · 
foundland ·· War ·M·emorial. · This was tician to say what was likely , · ta ·' 
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happen, but no . business man c0uld . 

come-into the House of Assembly ancl . 

run the country's affairs as he would ·. 

his own . business. Mr. Hickman re-

marked that there . were three Ramsay 
MacDonalds in .the House of Asse111 
bly of Newfoundland-Mr . . Brown an'l 
I\ir. Duff . of the. Opposition and , :r.Ir. 
Linegar of the Government. He was 
glad to say that these men would . 
have the support of the :Opposition ill 
a.nything the)~ niight · do to help tl!e 
'vorking _. man. He h-0ped that the ) 
Gov-ernm,ent. would bring .. down . le.gi~

lation concerning a minimum wag1.~. 

If the Government did. not . do , so tl1e 
Opposition would • . ·Men are receiv
ing . only twenty-five. cents an hot1r . 
for , lab.or, which .is not su:fficient to 
suppo.rt th~r faJUily, . w,hile .at the .sa111e 
time .fore!gners are. receiving seventy- -
five cents for the same work. . A man 
needs 

1
thtrty or thirty-fiye cents c.i11 

hot;tr. ) ~e cann.ot live :an less. A com 
parispn ~n . 'va_ge~ is the fact . that. 01J r 
men ,can lea.v~ here, and1 b.~fore. they 
go they hay~ , .been u~eq , on~y to ·the 
roughest , wo:r:k and . in tp.e. unit3d 
St~tes they re~eiv~ one , .dollar . and 

• • 

twenty ,five cents per hoµr. ·.J 

that amount of money would be spent 
on goods imported in to the country 
and on which duty was paid. Take 
the Chateau Frontenac Hotel in Que
bec. When that immense structure 
\Vas under construction people thought 

· it would be a "white elephant," but 
after it was finished and open for 
business one could scarcely ge.t ac
com·modation there, with the result 
that millions of dollars went into 
Quebec. According to statistics he 
said the . same could be said of Brit
ish Columbia, due to the encourage
ment they gave to · tourist traffic. 
When the people of those provinces 
made the ·money . in that way every- . 
body-got. the benefit of it; and he saw 
no reason why. the people of St. John's 
and the surrounding outports could 
not benefit · financially,. if only a pro
per . system was adopted here for the 
handling of . the tourist traffic. He 
thought that more attention . should be. 
given to the . making of good roads. 
He did . not suppose that the Govern 
ment we.re in a position at the pres 
ent time to make any outlay in that 
direction, but if in the future they 
proposed to make any expenditure on 
roads, he trusted that first consider-

In his . manifesto the Prime. Minis- ation would be gi-ve.n to the roads in . 
ter : promised a . bounty on . !fish. If a Conception, Trinity and Bona vista 
man is .. fishing and . ·. does not · -earn Bays. He was glad to know that the 
sufficient to support his .family then Minister of Posts and Telegraphs had 
ther.e is. nothing .else to be .done but saved over $100,000 by the elimina-
to give him a ·bonus .to help him out. tion ·Of some of the coastal services 
It is ,the duty of the. Government to and hoped . that the Minister would , 
carry out iits promises in t1lat. respe.ct. continue his efforts of economy next . 
Mr.· Hick.man said that he understood session. Speaking of labor again and 
that there . was a .statement made in · the local indutsries that e.mploy our 
the . Uppe.r Housse to legislate. so . that . people, he said that there were in this 
the ·money BJlls m-ight be passed in . town industries that . were over pro- .. 
the. Up.per ' House. This is a preroga- . ; tected and industries that .were . un 
tive of the. Lo.wer House and : he h0ped , der-protected, and that it was the 
it would.; not be taken away .. , Mr. duty of the Government to find out 
Hibbs had. discuss.ed the tourist traf the true standing and position of each 
fie. He trusted: that something would individual one o.f them. He thought 
be don.e in this connection because 
it would. , me.an anywhere from one. 
million to two millions of dollars to , 
the country. That would mean that 

that every manufacturing concern in 
this country could ·easily pay a divi
dend to its shareholde·rs witho-ut pay 
ing as low as five or six dollars a 
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week to its employees. He said that 

no destructive criticism would be 

offere.d in ·the House by the Oppo·si-
. . 

tion. and expressed the hope that in 

the "clean ~P and keep clean" policy 
of the Government that consider-

• 
ation will be given to the requests of 
representative.s of all the different 
districts. 

MR. WARREN said he w'as elected 
to the Ho.use as an Independent me·m
ber a.nd he to·O'k it that it was· his 
duty to vote fo·r or against any me!a,s
ure introduced from either side of 
the Ho1use. One or two. paragrap.J1s 
in the Speech from the T1hrone struck 
him forcibly, one wa.s with referenc.e 
to the! Estimates. He wished to p1oiint 
1out · that these Estimates, while they 
were ne·vcr· submitted to this Ho1use 
befo.re, were ina.de up by the Govern
me·nt of whic.h he was Prime Minister 
and were made up with due. regard 
to all the economy possible. There 
wa:s no member in the House· who ha.d 
a greater desire! to· see economy pra,c
ti,sed than himself and in ev·ery shape 
and fo·rm he supp·orted the, present 
Prime Minister''s P·olicy o.f "clean up, 
keep clean a.nd a. square deal to all'"; 
but he felt that he ought to draw the 
attention of the father of . the House, 
the · Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, _ 
to the direction i11 which · he sa.w f1t 
to practise econc;1ny. He said he had 
been informed officially by the Minis.
ter b.f P'o·sts a.nd Telegraphs that the 
''Wren'' had· been taken oiff Fortu1J.e 
Bay becat1se tl1e cost of the serviee 
w·as o·ut ·Of · all prop.ortion to· the ser
vice rende·red. He wa.s aware tha,t 
the "Wren" earned very little for the 
amou:Q.t spent on her; but that there 
were, ve1•y ina11y other services, he 
said, Which dicl not giv'e retur.Iis to 
the Go1vernment commensurate 'vith 
the money that was spent on them. 
He thought that if th.e Governme·nt 
was g·oing to practice economy they 
sh·ould giv~e a square deal to a.II and 
not start o·n the West Coast which 

had already bee·n deprived of ce;rtain 
~ 

services w·hile, r10 attempt was made 

to· p·ractise ec:>nomy o·h the North 

Coast. He thought that neither the 

Minister of Posts and T·elegrap·hs 
nor his Governn1ent s·hould ta.ke the 
credit of saving $113;,000 by curtail
ing certain services, beca.use· provisio11 
had bee11 already made in the · Esti
mates by · the Warren Government tr> 
discontinl1e the· Labrador service, 
meaning the sa.ving of $25.000 out of 
the $113;000, a.s w.ell as f·o·r·· the tak
ing off the· w ·est Co·ast route the 
''Glenco·e'' wh.e11 necessary; but not 
permanently, as ha1s been done bv this • 
Government. He · wanted to tell the · 
Minister of Posts a,nd T'elegraphs tha,t 
the "Glencoe" will ha.v·e to be put on 
thi's service· a.gain because the "Pt>r
tia" is1 not able to ha.ndle ' the traffic 
alo·ne. There are no· railroads on the 
West Coast wl1i1e there is a ·big po·p11-
la.tion of people there. He had docu
menta.ry evidence to - show that 'when 
his· Government too-k off · the· "Portia'' 
in the early sp.ring the ''Gienco.e'' was 
una.ble to cope '\\rith "the service. ·Al
tho·ugh that ship· wa,s o·nly capable o{ 

carrying 40 pas~engers co·mfortably; 
yet she ca.rried at · a time a.s many a.3 
250 and people la.y around the declrs 
.lik-e cattle. The result wa.s that tl1e 
then Go.vernment. had to put on the 
ohe.r steame·r. He · felt sure that tl1e 
members for Burin would bea.r hin1 
out that it was impossible· to. run a 
West c :oa.st se·rvice between April a.11d 
October with ·1ne ship. He did n<>·l 
think that $35,000 could be· saved, a.':l 
the· Minister of Posts thought: It wa.s 
alright to take· off one ship when the 
traffic fell down; but he c.o,nsidered · 
it false ec.onomy to take off one ·shjp 
permana.ntly. \\Then he wa.s Minister 
·Of Justice two: y.ears a.go, fo·r the' sake 
·of economy, it was prop·o·sed to· rl111 

the West c ,oast service by ·moto.r · 
boats, but this was found unw·o.rk-. . 

able. 
He ha.d nothing to find with the at-

• 
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titude of the Minist.er o.f P'o·sts, if lie 
was actuated by ec1ono·mic m:otives 
and if he:. thinks that ·the p,eople of 
Fortune Bay must pay for ·what they 
get; but he did find fault with the 
Ministers ans\ver,, name'.liy, that the 
''Wren'' had been taken o.ff the For
tune Bay route becaus,e the co,st of the 
service was out of propo,rtto·n to tlte 
service rendered while there were 
other se·rvices in the c.o·untry th~tt 

gave less returns for. the· monev • 

spent on them and were yet untouch-
ed for the p.urpose of econo·my. I-Ie 
noticed . o·n perusing last year's Han
f;ard dealing witl1 the Railway Resc
' lutio1ns that acc.ording to the report 
on the ra.ilroa.d the Branch Railroads 
lost heavily. Tl1e Trep·assey Bra.n~h 

alone lost $113,000, which equals tl1e 
amo·unt that tl1e Minister of P'osts 
pr,oposes to save by his method of 
economy and partly at the expe·nse 
r:f the· peo,ple of the West Coast. I-re 
.vou1l1d like to lrnow if the lo:ss o·n the 
Trepassey Branch was out o.f pr<)
portio·n to the service rendered. Ho 
thought that in practising econo,rrly 
that the members for Ferr)Tla11d 
should be · punisl1ed as well as he w·a.d, 
and tl1at if the Minister was going to 
be fair he .should be fair to, all. 

Another melliocl. of econo.my on tlJ.8 
part of the Government which he dis
a.greed with was the new system of 
reporting in the House. It ha<l always 
been the practice, he said, . to have 
speeches taken down verbatim ant! 
from time· to time· members were giv·· 
en their speeches to revise, a.fterwa.rd~ 

they were published in the· da.ily pa
pers that suppo·rted the Go·V9rnm.ent. , 
In 1909 when he was Speal{er th'~ 

speeches were rJ.1ade up into Hansard, 
whi'ch was fo.und to be useft1l \Vhen 
making a reference any time~ It ap
peared to him that it was not the idea 
to have spe,eches ta.ken verbatim tl1's 
ses.sion. He had only spokell on(le 
thus far and no speech was t>to.i1ght to 
h.im. As he understood it, the syno1J
sis when prepared go straig·l1t to· the 

pa,pers1 a.nd he did not think that this 

system should commend itself to me·m

b·ers o.f the House or by pe·ople out-
' ' 

side who are to de·pend o.n authe11ti ·~ 

accounts o.f what happen in the As
semb1y. He . thought that jf this ·di
gest system was to be, c·onti111t"e ·1 •hat 
member.s sho,uld be furnisl1e1 wi~ h 
the digest first and not have report
er·s put down what they think n1e111-

bers said. 
Referring to the Prol1ibitll)r~ - -'.Lt 

he said that the De·partment w<1s sc 
mixed up with the enforcement o ~ t11e 
Pro·hibition Law that th.e only way 
the Department wo·uld be· able to car
ry out the law was for the Mi11ister 
to tran1sform himself into a police
man, and do nothing else but keep tab 
on shebeens, see that no s111ugglin;~ 

was carried on and take tri1)s ::irot111d 
the Island to put a stop to the illicit 
maL.ufacture of liquor. H'3 had re
ports in the Department wl1tclJ. 11e 
ha.d pro·duced to the House· sl1owing 
how impossible it was to enforce tt1e 
Act no matter how conscientiously 
the police o·r the c ·ustoms did their . 
duties because the Act was aga.inst 
public opinion and was carried on a 
min·ority vote. He felt sure that if 
the vote· was put to the country to
day that the same S'pirit would pre
vail in Newfoundland, a.s prevailed in 
some ·of he Provinces of Canada where 
Pro'11ibition was defe·ated by ov·er
whelmning ma.j.orities, although · the 
people 0 1f ·those places were rabid pro
hibitionists a few yea.rs ago·. If it 
ca.nnot be enforced , in big places he 
did not s~e how it co·uld be· enforced 
here. · The best thing that could be 
do·ne he th·o,ught was to a.c.c·e·pt the 
Bill that was going to be introduced 
by the pres,ent Governme·nt fo·r; the 
purpos.e of amending the p1resent 
state of affa.irs. In conclusio·n he 
co·ngratulated the me·mbers of the 
House who had made .such able maid
en speeches, particularly Mr. Ash
bourne. 
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HO.N. 'FHE PRIME MINISTER co·n.- : 
grat.u,lated the vD~.riou.s me·m.b.ers . of 
tlie (Jpposition on .the addresses tl1ey 

• i 1: ~ • I , · ' 

had made and · for the app·are·nt feel-
. ! ~ ' ' ' 1 ' l '• I 

ings ' of good will they exp.re·ssed to 
himself "and t6 the· Gover·nment in 
ge·neral. · . He d'id not remember ·stat-

, J i ~ 

ing ·th.at · only ·civil servants ··who ac-
ti"\r'ely· opp·osed them would be . dis
missed ·from office, antl .if he did say 
it, ·he did . not mean to s.ay1 it, beca.use 
some people have a.lre·a.dy lost · their 
positions, ,not through politics, · but 
bec.ause . ·of reports . furnished -the, Go·v- · 
ernment by the ·Auditor · General. He · 
wished · to · say·, 'howe1V'e·r r ·that he knew 
of men who· held ·· G·o.verament posi~ 

tio·ns 1in N 0 1rthe:rn · d.istricts, who a few 
yea·rs ago were thrown out · for · no 
just · rea.so·n · wh.atever : and members 
of the· F '.;> P. Union put in their plac;es. 
He thought ·it right a.nd; pro·p·er now to 
have-:thes·e .men 1 re·-instated. Last · year 
he · s·aid '·he h.ad occasion to b:ving un
der, ·the notice of· Mr. , ,H;aw·co~ the the1n 
Minister· o·f · P.osts · and Telegraphs·, · 
that i ~. girl; -whc> was Assifstant in1 the 
Post. ·Office ·at· Gre·e:nspond, 'h.ad b.e·en · 
d1ism·issed,; wihout , excu·se. He· asked 

HON. T'HE. PRIME MINISTER c·o1n
tinuing said th.at the Government h.ad · 
unde·r . consideration a policy· for· the · 
encouragement of ·the . to·ur:is·t tr·affic,· ! 

He be·liev:ed that th.ere. would be . a: 
gre.at future, · for Newfoundlan'd -"-
through . the encouragement; of ithis ,. 
tr.afflc, but he ·could not sa.y anything1 · · 
at the· present time .. e·xcept th,at · it ·was 
receiving ser:ious conside1ra1tio·n of the ,_; 
Government. ·:. . , ·, 

The , Prime . Minister definite·ly·' stat-1 
• • 

ed that no passes would be · issued by ' 
the 1 · pre:s'e1nt · Governme·nt. ' · He salid! 
tl1at that was a thing they very ·strong·~ 

ly objected to·; .. he s.aid ·he could ·give 
instances where p·eople were ·.· r·e·qliir- · · 
ing. pa,sse·s o.r spe·cial trains·,. because·" " 
the 1regular · train · hap·pened · ·to• be a ''. 
few h.ours late,• and th.at •his Govern- ,· 
menit· ·d,iscour.aged i.' this · in1 all · 1' its ·. 1 

' 

phases. 1
· • • 

Mr. 1Monroe said he · did not p·ropo:se · 
to· s·ay very m.uch th,is a.fternoon ·on : 
the , Prohibition ·Bill they p·rop·o:sed· to 
bring , in but the suggestion 'is' to 'P·ut· i' 
a Commissto,n in ·cha.rge _, In • t·h.e ·~ 

meantime a committee is to be chosen , · 
frc)m both s-ides of both· houses ·to sit ': 

the .M-inister to enquire into the cir-' and take the vie·w of · va1r:ious· tern- : 
cumstances and if there · was any peran.ce org.a.nizatfo·n\ or other bodies-.1 
gobd :reason -:why she :was thrown o·ut With rega.rd 1to a. ' mirtimum" wa.ge 
of office .· ·he· wo,uld be· , satisfie·d; · but · mentioned ·. by , the Leader of. the. 1 ·0p
tha·t if it w.as found that she h.ad .done '.' p·osiition, the Prime · Minister· ·a.greed 
her. duty, he ·Wa.nted·. to· hav·e her ' re- that if possible · it w·ould be a very · , 
instated. , : ,L·ater, he ·s.a.id, he was lin - fine thing, ·and very beneficial to the 
fo,rme·a by Mr ... Ha.w·co th.at ·the, · girl pe,ople in particular· and the ' country 
had been 1disnl.'1issed . a.t the ,·request of in . general. He said that it was· 
the Ft P .. ·Union a.nd Mr. Ha.lf~ard, the · som.eth'ing th.at 1 needed 1 to· · ·be 1 id'ealt · · 
then Coloniail Sec.retary. carefully ·with, and to go · e·asy with, 

MR · HALFYARD said tllait as ·this bec.ause . as he ' pointed· out ·· if :we de- · · • 

was a personal , tn<t.tter, he wished · to m.anded , a 1 minimum w.age ' 0f say ' 40c ~ · 
say' that · the· Prime "Mfniste·r ha.d been ' per ho·ur ·it may have · a. detrimental 
incorrectly ·,info·rmed· and · that her had e·ffect , u·po.n propo:se·d . o·peratlons .an·d 
nothing· to--do ·W.ith t~he ma1tter. · 1 

· may dete1r' .a proposed ·p·roject fr·om · ·· 
HON. T'HE· P·RIME MIN'IST'ER s.a.id ·· · ever nlaitur.irrg, or· be!ing· 'developed. · 

he ·, wa·s · s.atisfied his ,· statement w.as .' He pointed out that it was · 1ehtirely ·a 1 

correct· a·nd he could produce · Mr. question ,of supply and · demand; · if 
Hawco'.s 1etter· to clear up that point. there were stro.ng la.bo·ur unions · 1 in 

' . 
MR. , HALF'YARD sa.id he ·wanrte1d to · the country, they undoubtedly could · , · 

be just to h:imself as· we·ll as to Mr. , deman·d higher wages · put on the : · 
Hawco ·and to the Prime Minister. other h.and if labour was scarce and 

' 
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men ·.wanted w·ork the~ would ofte·n 

time1s, · ·wo,rk: fat a small · wage. 1 He 

pointed . out that ·his :friend, Mr. ·Half-

yard,j ·would agree: with him in th,is -in 

so' ·far as labourers at F 'ort Union are 
working for ? 16c~ an ho·ur. · Co,nti:n·uing · 
th~ .. Pri:rµ.e Minister said that .we .. are 
to-d~Y face·d .with a problem of wa.ges 

~ ' • ' " lo / .. 

on B·ell Island; the1 Comp.a.ny is o·nly 
. ( ' • ~ I r 

in . 'a position to· offer a: c'ertain wage, 
a.nd' ' the la,:bo1urer.s a.re. demand1ing 
more than the Company can see its 
way . clear to p·aY. Ca.p1ital has, its in-

, ' r , ~ ' • 

1te:r:e·st and so ha.s la.bo·ur o I 

. ~ ' ' 

T,he .P.rtme Minister s.a.id. that he d:id . 
not :want to delay tp_e, House. tl).is af "'." 
terno.o·n, . but . .as it has been said, pep.- . · 
ple exp~ct ·him to· try to . do .right, and ... 
he , would. All pe:rsons . are liable· to 
make~ mista.kes, a.nd : he w.a.s no: e·x.... . 
ceptio·n. . We "w:ere ,. put here . by the 
people and . were: . given their co·nfid~ . . 
ence and. w.ill ., do· our .. ver·y best fo!'." , 
them . . · Tl1e·. Prime lV.lipiste·r co·n~inu- . 

ing, sa.id · tha1t Mr. Ashbourne . said 

of the M.em.bers . on the other side, thart · 
when they . were in po·wer they , 
thought a.bsolutely . no1thing. of dis- , · . . ' 

missals, they dismissed all and . sun-
.. ' I. ,I. • 'I • 

dry~ wher·e, .a.nd wh.e:never · it . su~ited 
I ' 

th_eir purpose,' 'a.rid ,iri ' cases . where 
they C()Uld . n·ort Very· Well dismfss, .. 
they · granted 'p·ensions and made ne'.w 
a.ppt1intme·nts. Sir' John e·xpressed .. 
l1imself .as being delighted to hear and · 
11ote that· the Hon. ·Leader ' of th.e Op
position h.a.d · now · come out · as ·· a 
cha111pion o.f the righ1ts of the L.abbur; 
he !wa.s .also· ple·ased to· note that ·Mr. 
Duff ; o:f · Carbonear had· taken the ·same 
sta.nd. . · 

MR'. CASHIN rose to . ,tha~.k his 
rr1iend tlie leader of tile o·p.po~itio·n f~~ , . 

, • 1 •' ' ; ' , .\ • , . I , ·, . , , >. ' I' ' 

tl1e good opinion which. he expre·ssed 
, ~ .\ ' I <.. ~ • 

of, and the commenda.b1le remarks 
1n;1de by th.e L~ader Qf th'e Opp,~sit'io·~ ·. 

• - \ ._ I f 1 

concerning his father, who was a 
t I I' ) I , 

lVIen;i ber of this Ho,use fo,r thirty-three .. 
' I \ /> I ( ' ' 

yea.rs. He felt certain that Mr. Hick- : 1 
~ • ' I ' .- .. ' , i j r i I '· ' • , ~ j 1 

man was sincere and in earnest. 
' I : ' ~ : , : ' J ,l o ~ ~ I 

the !> other ,da.y that he· hoped there J\1r. C.at1hin a.lso . refe.:rred 1t to: what ·, 
would . not be ;_any legisl.atio·n .. b.y Mip- he termed as sa.rcastic 1 .criticism .! on 
utei: o,f ·Counc:il, this :he conside·red,. a . the . part O·f the Leader . of the Opposi
very wd.s .. e \ ~.nd . ·imn·O·rtant sug:g~stio·n . tio11, when he referred to . the visit · of 
and :it , could ,. not be . said th.at legj.$- · Field lVIa.rshall Sir Do.uglas Haig, 
lation. by, Minute of Council was in \Yl l·.e:q. ,Mr. Hickman saic;l that the J)eo
the : lJ>'e·st inter.est, or to the benefit of ple :of N'ewfoundland wo·uld . be gl.a.d , 
the ·. couTutry. . . , . , , ; , that , Sir Douglas H.aig had been . her·e . .. : 

SI JOHN CROSBIE S . · J h Mr . . ca.shin · said that their. e was mo·re ' · R · . " · . ·: - 1r o n 
wished to · ·say· a. ,few .words regardin.g ·. · behind those wo,rds; ·than 1the ... wor.ds1 

tl1e ' ithings before 1tb.e ' House: , He said . themselves · actually co·nv:e.yed.1 · He· · 
that ; ,it · ·a.pp·ea.red! a:s ' if so·me of ., tfi.e s·aid ithat it w.as a d,istinguish.ed. hon- . 
Members on ' the· -other side . of ·the : .. our, to· Ne·wfoundland i to have such. a , 
Hotis·e had · beco·me ·ang·eis in · a · sp·ace. gallant sold'ier to come on\ a vis·it here 
of an. hour. · In ·teferring to the dis- . · to 1u:µvei~ · the i spl~ndiq j .mo·nµm~nt 
missals ,by ·· the. -present Government t~re~ted , to the .me:JillOrY. Q·~ ,bra.v·e an,d , 
he . c.alled " th'eJ "atitention O·f . Mr. Half- ~ . loyal . ~e·roes, who ~aid ' I .down ' t~eir . 
yard to , the dismissal of . the ·Capta·in: 1 live.$,. in the great war. ",. . . i , • I. , 

' ·af the ··g .'s. :Pro·sPe·ro, .a.nd : the '· aP'"'·"· In ' speaking .of, the" subject •1o·f \. dis·· :· 
poirltment ' o·f · Ca:pt~; John Fiel'd, :three ' missals'; Mr. Cashin · p·o-inted ·out that·· 
or ·'fo·ur ye.a.rs ag'd . . He 1 als·o called the when the Sqnjres' Government' catne · 
atte·htion of 'MT. Grimes to ·th.e ··' time , into power Jn· ·1919 d.ismissals we·re · 
wh'err · 1h:e opp·o~:fed· 1him , in Port · de the order (of the · day, they d·ismissed · · · 
Griive1

;
1 whert" Mr: ' Griimes dism'.is·sed ·a civil serv:{l.nts 1 lefrt .and · right, and in 

girl ,'rfrom 1

•

1 

a. Post Office·· in tliat Dis- a great ma.ny cases without any pro·
trict. · ·sir John pointed out to some vocatio·n or reason whatever. He 



' 

44 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

pointe1d out that the· fi.rst thing the.y 
did when the,y ca.me into po·wer was 

to dims.iss. the sub-collector at Ferry

land, but Mr. Ca.sh!in wished to· say 
' , 

plainly and emphatically that the 
P·er.so,n they dismisse·d was going to 
pe put back, and th.at he himself was 

. ' 

going to be instrumental in putting 
' , 

him ba,ck. 

MR. WAL.SH:-Mr. Walsh. s.a;id that 
it was. not h1s intention to say much 
thiis afte·rnoon, but he· merely rose to 
exp.re·s.s h:is regret, and re·ite.rate the 
rem.arks of the, Leader of the Opposi
tion, that Sir Michael C.a.shin was n-Ot 
with them in the. Ho·use to,-day. · He 

' 
said that Sir Michael was a man who 
posses,sed some of the finest qualities 
of any politician' \Vho ever stood o,n 
the fio·or sf this Assembly. He also 
sa:id th.at it was regretable. that dur
ing the1 late ca.mpaign practically a 

' st.ate O·f w.ar was waged against Sir 
Michael, .a.nd that Sir Michae1 at the 

. . 
time, was suffering from severe and 
very serio·US .illness. He expres·sed 
the ho·pe that it would not be· lo·ng be
fo:re they would h.ave the ple·as,ure 
of see'ing him back in the Ho·use 
again. He said that Sir Michael 
Cashin w.a.s a splendid type o,f man, 
in fact a re1markable man ;in that he 
achieve·d s·uccess in most things 
th.at be attempted, and ma.de success 
where 1.ots o.f others failed; he. sprang . 
from the ranks of ·labour, and climb
ed ·gra.dually up.wards until he re1ach
ed an exalted positio·n and one 
worthy of respect. 

MR. · PUDDESTE'R:-Mr. Spe·aker, 
before the Address .in Reply · finally 
passes, I w·ould like· to say just· a 
word on a matter o·r two that h.as 
bee.n brought to, the, attention of the 
House· through honourable membe,r·s 
o.f the Op·position. I take this op
portunity, · s1ir, o,f extending · to you . 
my hearty and since·re. congratula
tions on the high honour co,nferred 
on you by the unanimous vote of this 

' House- that o.f first commone·r· of the 

land. I am very much pleased. to heal' , 

the . Hon. Members of the Opp.osition 

congratulate the speaker so heartily . . 
Time was, an_d not very lo·ng since, 

when those members were / not so 
loud in their pra,ises. I . want also to 

congratulate the mo1ver and seconde'r 

of the motion fo·r an Address in Re
ply . on the very' capable manner in . , 

whjch the,y h,ave a.cquitted them.-

selves .. ' , 

I was pleas·ed · to hear the 'L·e,ade,r 
of the Oppo·sition utter praise · of · Sir 
Michael Cashin. It wa.s well deserv
ed. · Hearing this p·raise, I could not 
help recalling that during the· ele,c
tion fight in ·Bay de Verde D1istrict a 
p·aper was circulate·d · there called the 
J o·urnal, every sec.o·nd line i-n which 
was abuse of Sir Micha.el Cash.in. I 
unde,rsta.nd the money to· run that 
p.aper was put up by ·the Leade·r of 
the Oppos1ition and lris employ.ees re
gistered it in their names. I like to 
see me·n consistent in or out ·Of the 
Ho1use and if Mr. Hickman spent his 
money for this purpo·se and . also se·nt · 
his employees to run the paper, he 
should stand to· what it sa:id or force 
its d:iscontinuance. I hold no br1ief 
for Sir Mich:a.el C.ashin but Mr. Hick
man himself in 1923 when . he was 
def e,ated in Harbor Grace wa·s . a suf
ferer· from the· writings .aga.in,st that 
much abuse·d gentleman. He was also 
struck by the references to the d'is
missal .of public servants and the in
sta.ncing of the I-Io.use . as the scene 
of ma.ny . of them.. Though not pre
viously a member I have taken sto,~ 

of affairs in the House. a.nd note that 
one of the p.resen t officials . had been 
put out of his ,pos.i:tio·n wh,en 'the late 
Government · came into ppwe,r. An"". 
othe·r· was kept .'in the1 House who was 
drawing two pe·nsions and a s~~lary. 

but the present adm-inistration cannot 
stand ,fo·r· any more o·f . that kind of 
thing. The· man to whom Mr. Duff 
referred as having been dismissed at 
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.- C.arb_onear is one who· though a pub
lic official we,nt t 10 Bay de Verde· o,n 
the Sunday preceding p,olling da.y 
and d·istributed campaign . lite1rature 
of · the , most offens.ive · nature, and 
also canvasse·d every ma.n he met to 
·vote· for his . opponents. If · dirty linen 
has to be washed and the Opposition 
start it, the · Government can also 
tak·e a hand in. I am not a. party to 

.· dismis,sals witihout reaso·n . but it ha.s 
always been the custom to restore 
-those . who have been deposed by 
prev.ious administrations witho·ut 
cause. There· was an tnsta.nce. of un
fa.ir treatment :in the ca.se of a man 
from Bay de Verde and I bro.ught it 
to the notice of Mr. Warren when he 
was in power. T'his ma.n had been 
dismissed by M1 .,_Cave tho·ugh he had 
taken no part in politics. His sala.ry 
had bt'.}~n $293 and 10 per cent. on h ·iR 
collect10118, sJ ut cr1e salary of the man 
who replaced him was not kno·wn and 
the or.iginal 0 1ffic-ial had been pen
sioned .at $500 by arrangement of lVIr. 
Cave~ At lea.st that is the rate he has 
been paid up to the p·resent. Two 
men cannot draw wages for O·ne job 
and wh.e·n the axe falls it is likely to 
be the ne·w man who1 will get it. In 
conclusion I wish Mr. Speaker 
success in h!iS e1xalted office and also 
Mr. Monro·e in ca.rrying out his policy 
of clea.n up, keep clean and a square 
dea1J to· all. 

MR. HICKMAN s.ai-d he would like 
to make a few things clear. It was 
perhaps regrettable that he had made 
reference to Sir Michael Cas.hin but 
he had done so in all s'incerity, 
though it seemed his remarks had 
brought friction a.nd ende·d ·the har-
money that had been spoke~ 

of so often. If he were respon-
sible for what had ap.pe·a.red in the 
papers he would back it up· but he did 
not write· for the pa.per's and had 

· __ tried to stop some things that ha.d 
appeared. He ha.d nothing to say 
a.gainst Sir lVl:-ichael C.a.shin as his 
dealings with h:im ha.d always been 

• 

o.f -a cordial nat11re and he. would not 
be like . some people connecte,d. w:ith · 
papers, bl.at.ant hypocrites. He had 
never p·enned a word a.ga.inst Ca.shi'.n, 
he would not do so, and wanted the 
House to understand tha.t he ha.d had 
nothing· to do. with what \Vas p1ub-
11she.d. He was sorry the a.ff~ir had 
occurred. but he would always take 
a dete~...-ained stand .a.gainst anything 
throw1i at him, as ha.d be·e·n done. 

' 

MR. DUFF:-In reply to· Mr. Pud-
dister, I may say Quinn is also a cab-

• • ' t ' 

man, and he, would ' h.ave been just 
as willing to do1 this work for any 
party as it .is his means of livelihood. 
I only ask · the priviledge I of . being 
con.suited in refere·nce -to these mat-

. ters relating to my district which I 
demand as my r:ight. . 

MR. MOORE .as the member sitting 
·longest continuously in the House, 
thanked Mr. Hickman for s-peaking in 
pra.ise of Sir Michael Ca.shin who 
ha.d brought him into· public life 16 
years ago and in favor of whom he 
was ready to res1ign h:is seat at any 
moment. He knew that Mr. Hickman 
had not written ·a.nything in the pap
ers but he knew who· had a.nd it was 
one who had bee-n ha.nd , in glove with 
Sir Michael Cashin just previous to • 
the election. · 

On motio·n, the Report of the Select 
Comm1ittee·'s draft Re·ply to· His Ex
cellency's Opening Speech, was a.do·pt
ed. 

Pur·suant to order, a.nd on mot·ion 
of Ho·n. the M'in:tster o·f Justice, the 
House resolv·ed its-elf into a Com-
mittee of the1 • Whole1 to consider the 
Bill entitled "An Act to, Amend 
Ch·a.pter 86 of the Consolidated 
Statute-s (Third Se·ries) entitled· "Of 
Stip·e·ndi.ary Mag.istr.ates and Justices 
o.f the Peac.e .. '' 

Mr. Speaker left the chair·. 

Mr. Puddister to·ok the chair of 
Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.· 
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. The Chairman from the Committee 
repo·rted that they had co·nsidere·d the 
matter to. the·m referre·d, and had 

·passed the sai'd Bil1 W'ith·o·ut amend-
. ment. . . 

' ' ' ; ' 
, . ' 

: ,. Oh m·ot'.ion this Report was received 
· aiid adopted, and :it was ordered that 
the · s.a.id Bl'll be re·ad a. third time .on 
I ' 

to-morrow. 
• 

1\1r .. Gri1mes gave notice of questio·n. 

. , Hon. the· Mj.nister o·f F'inance .gave 
, ' 

~otice . that he ·Would on to-morrow 
' 

, . rµove the. House. into .. Cp:mmittee qf th.e 
. Whole on S,upply. . . . . . 

MR. HALFYAR'D t'ook ·occas'ib·n· )to 
· co·mplain o.f the rep·orting as ·.it was 
· e·ntirely' ·unsatisfacto·ry .a.nd · he hoped 
the 'Internal ' Economy Co·mmission 
would give the matte·r · consi'derati!on. 
:roirmerly .members were gi~en co·pies 
ot the-ir ~peeches. fu·r p·e·rusal before 

. . 

puplication and he . would .. like to see 
th!iS system introduced again. · , . 

MINIST·ER OF J·USTICE HIGGINS 
· '.in '· reply pointed out that the present 

was that information t.o be obtained 
. if th.ere was . no· H.a.nsard. T'o refer 
· to newspa.pers on file was n·ot fair· to 

members of the House particularly 
·when they (the members) are ·n:ot al
w.ays · reported correctly. · ·Besides 
what chance· has the· Outport Member 
to· r·efer to· files in St. J <!l'hn's. . To 
p·ractice e·conomy by cutti.ng out the 
,Hansa.rd, which wo·uld not cost more 
than three hundred dollars to · ·p·rint, 
was going to the· other e·xtr·eme: · 

The Prime Minister said . that there 
' would be a party meeting th.is 'even
'ing and the· matter would ·be co:nsid-
ere·d. · · 

The House then adjo~rned; until' 3 
• ~ • ' j 

o'clo.ck to·-morrow afte·rnoon. · · · 
• ' I .. ~ 

. It . be·ing moved and seco.nded . ~J;i.at 

whe·n the House · ri~.es, it adjourn, 4'n
til to·-morrow afternoon at . three of 

~ . . ~ . ' 
th.e c~ock. . . . . ' 

The House then adjou,rned accoi:;d
ingly. 

. ) 

FRIDAY, July_ 18th, 1924. , sys.tern of reporting was in the nature i • 

of .an I exp~riment a.s he had -previous- The H·o·use met at three qf the .clo,ck 
·1y; pointed out~ No verbatim reports in the afternoon, pursuant of adjo.ul'n
"are being·· ta.ken now and ·only a; di- ment. 
'gest· is·· bein'g give·n and he thought MR. SULLIVAN:~Mr. Sp9al{er, I 
·the rep.orting staff wa.s as good as beg leave to pre·sent ·a petition fr()m 
ever it was. The :idea at present 'is the residents ·of L'ittle Harbor West, 
to do away with the e·xpense of the P.B., asking that that harbor be 111ade 
publication of Hansa.rd. . a regular po·rt of call for t11c S.S. 

· : MR. HAL·FYARD again suggested Argyle. At present the ship passes 
that the reporters be instructed to close by and her calling tl1-3re would 
take verbatim reports and that . cop- not entail any further c·o·st to the Co1-
ies be supplied the members. any. I therefore· hope that the . pet-

itio·n will be· acc.eded to. I also b.eg 
A discussio·n followed in relation to , to preisent a petition fo·r the, alloc.a.

the a'bo1ition of ' the· Hansard and the tio·n o.f a sum for the completion o.f 
Prime M:inister in answer to a. ques- the brea.kwater at Branch which is 
tion sa.id that it seemed the opinion absolutely necess·ary to the . prosecu-
of the older members that these Han-
sa.rds were never rea.d. -

MR. GRI1\1ES considered that the 
Hansard wa.s most important. All 
members owe·d it to the-ir constitu
ents to tell them of what they and 
the Legislature was doing. . How 

• 

tion of their work by the fisherme:n. 
It is a wild harbo·r and the improve-
ment is badly needed and I trust the 
Government would see its way clear 
to grant the petitior1. 

MR. W'ALSH: I beg leave to sup
port the petition . 

• 
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. MR. SINNOTT :-I also. beg to· hear-
ti1y endorse the petition. ' .. 

MR. CASHIN:-Mr. Spea.ker, I beg 
' ' 

leave to· present a petition from . the 
r o1sidents of Ca.pe Bro1yle in refere.nce 

· to the allocation of a sum to repair 
the public wharf at that place. Last 

· year the wharf was· wrecked by ice 
and money is needed to put it in sha.pe 

f I ,< , 

a.gain. A large number of Canadian 
. I ' ' 

vessels visit there and the wharf is 
an asset to· the place. At B.ay B.ulls 
also· the wha.rf is unfit for use and I 

I I ' ' ! 

a1sk that steps be taken at onc.e to re-
pair it 'and that these petiions be re
ferred to the department to which they 
be.long~ 

' ' ' 

MR. MOORE:-! beg leave to hear
tily support . the petitions·. 

MR. WA~SH:-Mr. Spe~ker, I beg 
leave to present petitions from var-

• 
ious parts of the District of P'lacentia 
and · St. Mary's and while doing so· I 

' would like· to refe,r to the dispo1sal of 
petitions in this House. · I ha.ve seen 
a letter in the D·aily News, in · ref er
ence to this' matter but I do, not think 
that letter touched on the most impor- · 
ant p·oint and that is the tro.uble· that 
the people go to in taking around the 
petition and as I see it, nothing being 
done w'ith it once it has been refe·rred 
to the depa.rtment to which it belongs. 
Frequently I have presented petitions 
o·n most impo,rtant matters and heard 
n.othin g of them afterwards and like
ly they were thrown into1 the wa1st ·~ 

paper basket or the furnace. At last 
session I suggested that a committee 
of both sides of the Ho·use be appoint.:.. · 
e·d to deal w'ith this matter of petitions 
but if nothing further is to· be done 
it would le just as well for the re-
presen tative1s of the _districts to· tell 
their constituents. that it is' no· go·od 
t.o send the petitions in. The first 
petition I wish to· present is one sign
ed by all the residents of Oderin ano_ 
o.f the settl em en ts ·from that po-int of 
Ma.rasheen asking fo·r a fog alarm o·n 

·the west side of Placentia BaY. Var-

ious. petitions . on . this matter . have 
' 

previously ·been presented by me ·and 

wl1en m-oney was ' being spent freely 

tl1e Hon. Mr. c ·oaker pro·mised · · to 

grant· the· request ,but · nothing result
ed. It is unnecessary for . me · to· . re
peat why thi1s- alarm is· needed · but I 
hope and trust that· the · present · in
cumbent o.f the office- o.f Marine and 
Fisheries,,' Ca.pt. W. Winso1r~ will see 
that the matter "is attended to. T'he 

. second petitio·n asks · for a way office 
at · Harric0t, · which: would be a · gre·at 

· convenience to · all the· v-oters ·; of that 
vicinity. T'he· next is ft·om ·St. Anne's, 
on the west · side of the B.ay, :· asking 
fo·r telegraph · or telep·ho·ne conne-ctiohs 
and perhaps ' ·in view of the promised 
reduction of these · services in the dis
trict, the request will be a:~cceded ·to. 
Another is from· the residents · of Boat . 

· Harbor fo·r · a telegra.ph. , line , ' which 
w·ould m·ean1 only a . ve:r·y' Sh·Ort \ exten
sid1n from B,a.ine H'arbo·r.' 1Tl1e · next 
is from Woody Fsland., a;skiJ?.g a:i;t : ,allo
cation for a public wharf or arra.nge-, 

men ts to have the.· old t orie rep.air'erl 
so that steamers can call there. I 
trust this matter 'also wi1l;l, be atte':rid
ed to. A.nother· is 1from F 1ox · Harbor, 
0 1ne of the most importa.nt: fish-'sett·le
ments jn the Bay, ' br on : the · Solith
West co,ast, for faciljtiPs · in · nlace · of 
the ferry se.rvice ' whic'h has been gi .... r -

• 

en up . . The-re, is also · ~t p,e,titfo1n '" frorrt 
Little Harb.or West fo·P $100' for . rl 

break'water. 'Thi1s i~ 1 a .. h·s,olutely · nef'
essary a.nd th'e pP.tition i~ si grie<l 1 .- h,r 

all the· r·esidents of tbe p:lace. T11 P

next petition is that RllSh001n he rr1nnc 

a port of call. It . is ·a. largeTy p r):p11.;. 

lated settlement and··_, has·· 11art ·' 'litt1P 

faciJjtjes from· , thP GfYvernnient 
tho,ugh the steamer '- passes cl61se ibv 
a.nd it w'ould ·be · only' a. half~ ho1jr's 
delay for hP.r 'to1 call " th ere : ·Th e: ofl1 er 
petition is from the • peoole of G~ts

kiers, Peter's River. Point La ·Have 
a.nd other se·cti0·ns1 a.sking for a ferry 
on Trepassey Harbor. ·' Those who 
have visited thi_s locality a;re· well 
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aware of the difficulty ex.perienced in 
moving about and as the s11m. reql1ired 
is only $200 I think it sl1ol1ld be 
granted. 

MR. SULLIVAN:-Mr. Speaker, I 
beg to support these petitions partic
ularly that for the fog alarm on the 
west side· of the Bay as for years, al 
though theye were promised it, no aids 
to navigation have been provided on 
this c·oast, and in the past many accid
ents causing loss of life occurred owing 

MR. WARREN gave notice of ques
tion. 

MR. GRIMES gave notice of , ques
ti·on. 

MR. CAHILL gave notice of . ques
tion. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
ta·bled answer to question , of Mr. 

' 

Grimes. 

Honourable The Colonial Secretary: 

, to no f·og alarm being erected. A fog 
Terminal at Red Island and on the 
west coast of Placentia Bay. I hope 
the Government will see· its way clear 
to erect those. I think the port of call 

MR. GRIME.S:-T·o ask the Hon. 

· can be arranged without any addition
al cost. Also with curtailment in the 
telegraph service, the telegraph and 
telephone c·onnection with St. Joseph's 
and Salmonier can be arranged with
out any extra: outlay. I wish to give 
these petitions my hearty support. 

Colonial Secretary what amount of 
m·oney has been expended on able 
l ·odied relief for the six months of the 
present year, giving a statement 
month by month for each District: if 
al,le bodied relief has been discontin
ued throughtout the country. 

MR. SINNOTT:-! also beg to sup-

Ir1 reply to question of Mr. Grimes 
No. 5 on Order Paper of July 15th I 
herewith table statement of amount 
expended in different districts in re
spect of Able-bodied R.elief for the 

port these petitions. past sif( months: 

BAY DE VERDE. 
Peter L. LeGrow, Broad Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 934. 7 4 
Wm. Snelgrove, Grate's Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 458.34 
W. J. Doyle, Gull Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,936.87 
Eli Crummey, Western Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 24.99 
Jos. March, Old Perlican . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 223.96 
E. J. Bursey, Old Perlican . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 577 .49 
Wm. Joyce, Freshwater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., .. 
Charles Cooper, Lower Island Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Malcolm Garland, Lower Island Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
W. T. Sutton, Bay de Verde · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

BONA VISTA. 
Geo. Abl:ott, Gaml·o . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . $ 
J. W. Janes, Greeenspond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
H. J. Oldford, Salvage ......................... . 

• L. Bursey, Catalina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

25.00 
633.39 
802.26 
502.41 · 

79.61 
396.45 
17.55 

101.55 
Jas. Brown, Bonavista . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,623.25 
H. J. Haines, Portland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94.20 
W. Brown, King's Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,779.3~ 

.A Jan.es, G lovertown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Jas. Whelan, Wesleyville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
W. Wicks, Wesleyville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

14.00 
141.01 

2,048.61 

$ 7,120.05 

$, 6,295.61 



• 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
• 

"BURGEO & LAPOILE. 
E. L. P 'arsons, Burge,o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
R. Furneaux, Rose Blanche . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Geo. F. Read, LaPoile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
John Cunningha.m, Burgeo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
R. T. Squarey, S•.M., Channel ................... . 
C. Buffett, Rencontre West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

BURIN. 

. . $ 
• • 

• • 

... 
• • 

• • 

577.48 
43.48 . 

134.18 
103.75 

75.92 
421.31 

Thos. Collins, Lamaline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 192.58 
John T. Walsh, Marystown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 657 .03 
M. H·ollett, Burin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
E. Harris, Grand Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . 
Frederick Collins, Flat Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
L. Pike, St. Lawrence . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CARBONE AR • 

67.20 
102.84 

52.50 
376.35 

William Noel, Carbonear . . . . . . • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . $ 293.94 

FOGO. 
W. Whitew_ay, Musgrave Harbor .................... $ 
A. J. Fitzgerald, Fog.o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

FERRYLAND. 
H. L. Morry, Ferryland ..... . • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • . . $ 
W. O'Driscoll, Tor''s Cove . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

62.06 
260.79 

13.92 
118.05 

49 

$ 1,356.12 

$ 1,448.50 

$ 293.94 

$ 322.85 

--- . $ 131.97 . 

FORTUNE. 
S. P.· Camp, Pushthrough . . . . . . • • • •• • • • • . . . . . . . . . . $ 371.01 
R. Snook, Fortune . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 953.44 
W. E. Parsons, Harbor Breton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61.48 
A. J. St. Croix, St. Jacques .......... ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 446.14 . 
Benj. Francis, Hermitage • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 615.71 

HARBOR GRACE. 
A. Squires, Hr. Grace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,770.28 
Esau Gosse, Spaniard's Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,651.43 
W. H. Young, Upper Island Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,117 .63 
John C. Norman, Bay Roberts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 892.38 

HR. MAIN. 
Jas. Conran, Hr. Main .......................... $ 278.20 
J. J. Wade, Conception Hr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189.00 

PLACENTIA & ST. MARY'S. 
A. Wareham, Hr. Buffett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 915.34 
John Nolan, St. Mary's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.33 
Thos. G. Sutton, Trepassey . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . , , , , , , 11997 .59 

$ 2,447.76 

$ 34,431.72 

• 

. . 

$ 467.20 

• 
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• 97.98 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • P. Griffin, St. Bride's . . . . . . 
A. T. Keats, Argentia . . . . . . 
Thos. D. Le·onard, St. Leonard's 

• • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . 1,581.23 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,692.62 

H. Verran, Placentia . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

PORT DE GRAVE. 
A. Newell, Clarke's Beach .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . $ 
S. Roberts, Brigus • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . .. . . . . 

ST. BAR,BE. 

631.15 

353.08 
6.30 

J. L. Fitzgerald, Conche 
D. P. Duggan, LaScie .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 285.03 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,167 .0'7 

H. L. Pearce, Westporte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168.65 
S. P. S. Chambers, Flower's Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
John E. Roberts, Bonne Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• 

ST. GEORGE'S. 

11.20 
1,532.24 

M. E. Boland, Curling . . . . • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . $ 194.24 
John V. Devine, Stephenville .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

ST. JOHN'S. 

East End . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

TRINITY. 

A. E. Butler, Port Rexton . . . . . . • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . $ 
W. Cattery, New Perlican . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A. Case, Heart's Delight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
F. Somerton, Trinity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

11.20 

50.74 
214.88 
~7.52 

12.45 
12.46 B. Baker, Elliston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Gough, Sanger, Tucker, Elliston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
/ 

468.21 

T. G. Sealey, Hant's Hr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,454.01 
John Lea wood, Britannia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
John Ne,vhook, New Hr ...................... . 
E. Benson, Hillview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
R. C. Kirt1y, Winterton . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Tl\'ILLINGATE. 

W. Winsor, Exploits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
H. F. Fitzgerald, G & B. Falls . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . 

449.39 
757 .27 
741.27 
981.70 

63.79 
497.00 

S. R. J ea.ns, Le-vvisporte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,826.29 
C. White, Twillingate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,384.41 
1..,hos. E. Wells, Little Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,137 .66 

Telegrams .... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

LABRADOR • 

E. Neill, Lal1rador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,005.78 
John Butt, Blanc Sabl,on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,653.19 

Total .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • ••• **''-ft 

E. & 0. E. 

$ 10,940.24 

> ' 

$ 359.38 

. . 
. . ,. 

$ 6,16'4.19 

$ 248.24 

$ 64.17 
' 

$ 6,240.30 

$ 9,909.15 
226.72 

$ 11,658.97 

' . $100,127 .10 

. . 
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Regarding the third question con
tained in this query, Mr. Brownrigg, 
the Commissioner of Public Charities, 
informs me that during the month of 
May all the Relieving Officers were 
notified to discontinue all Able-bodied 
Pauper Relief. 

MR. WARRE'N-Bef ore proceeding 
further I would like to bring to your 
notice a · case, which in tl1e report of 
yesterday's proceedings in this House 
published in the Da.ily News, the 
Prime Minister in answer to a ques
tion, · .was badly misquoted. Here is 
the question:-

MR. WARREN asked the Hon. 
Prime Minister (a) if the railway 
was being operated u11der the su
pervision of commissioners as 
he·retofore; (b) if so, who .. are the 
commissione.rs; (c) if it is the. in
tention of the Government to con-

, 

tinue this system; (d) have any 
I 

step_s been taken to provide for any 
other mode of operation. 

• . ' 

HON. PRIME MINISTER replied 
tl)..at the Railway was being op
erated by Mr. ·Russell and that no 
commissioners have been appoint
ed; also that it was the intention of 
the Government to continue this 

' 

system for the , immediate present 
and that no steps had been taken 
as yet for a different system · of op
erating. 

MR. W ARRE.N-That is not what 
the Prime Minister stated. I do not 
\Vish to speak in a manner of criticism 
but I would call the attention of the 
House and the Internal Economy 
Committee to this system. It is im
possible for this system to be of any 
service. Why not try some system like 
the old one. I was also reported as 
having said that at one period I in
troduced 'letters into this House 
showing ·that the Prohibition Law 
"\\ras a failure. Whereas, what I did 
say ·was that there \Vere letters in the 
Department of Justice which, if pro-

duced, will show that the law could 
not be carried out. 

MR. HIGGINS-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to say, since yesterday we 11ave takeg 
the matter into consideration and , 
Ii.ave decided to revert to tl1e old sys
tem. I may say that orders have been 

. given that any reporter ''rho is . not 
able to keep up his end of the job is 
to make roo1n for somebody else. It . 
11as been found that the digest is not 
satisfactory. There will be no official 
digest except for outside pa,pers. 
Verbatim reports will be handed to 
the members as 11sual. It is requested 
that a prompt return be made so that 
a,n.y corrections may be noted . . 

HON. THE MINIST'ER. OF FINANCE 
tabled Reports of the Auditor ·Gen
eral as follows: 

"Revenue and Expenditure Ac-
counts for F'iscal Year ending June 
30th, 1923." 

"Section 33 (b) of Audit Act e.nding 
February, 1924." 

"Supplementary Report under Sec
t1on 33 (b) of the Audit Act." 

NOTICE OF' MO·TION. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
To move the House into Committee 
of the WJ1ole to consider certain 
resolutions to confirm an agreement 
entered into between the Government 
and the Ne\vfoundland Milling Co·m
pany, Ltd. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
ask the ind11lgence of this House to 
postpone this matter once more. Mr. 
Palmer has not yet signed this agree
ment owing to his absence from 
town. 

It was ordered that this motion b~ 
deferred until to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice, a11d on mot~on 
of Hon. the lVIinister of Finance the 
House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
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Mr. Puddester took the Chair of 
Committee. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
Mr. Chairman, I would like to say 
that I am presenting to the House 
the Estimates as prepared by the past 
Government with some changes as 
made by the present Government. 
The idea of the Government is to 
kee.p down as much as we can the 
expenditure of this country. With re
gard to th.e Public Interest Ac- · 
count on page one there is a decrease, 
the estimated interest being $3,158,~ 

857.75. Next we come along to the ex-
. penditure of the Civil Government. 
Tl1e total salaries for the 11eads of the 
different departments such as the 
Colonial Secretary, the Auditor Gen
eral, etc., is $55,750.00, showing a 
drop of $1000. The total for the De
partment of Finance shows an in
crease. It was found necessary owing 
to the great amount of work to em
ploy an extra clerk and stenographer 
and that is why this department 
show.s aii increase in the salaries. 
Also a Custom House officer -was 
taken sick and is now retired. Mr. 
Benning was also taken ill and is re
tired. The administration of Justice 
on page twelve shows no diffe.rence. 

, 

The Legislative Council is also un-
changed. 

MR. WARREN-I have something to 
say about a pension for a lighthouse 
keeper of 82 years of age. I thou.ght 
you had finished up. I do not wish to 
delay the House so I will take it up 
later on. 

HON. MINISTER Oli.., FINANCE
House of Assembly, page fifteen, 
sl1ows a decrease of $10,000. There is 
very little in the Vital Statistics. 
There is practically no change in the 
Justice Department, with the excep-
tion ogf the Labrador Boundarv on ,, 

page 26, which shows a decrease of 
$2000. · The Education Department is 
almost the same as last year. Salaries 
are the same. and the Sparsely Pop-

ulated Localities grant is also the 
same. The total is $797,963.03. The in
side salaries of the Public Charities 
Department show an increase owing 
to the addition of an assistant book
lteeper and stenographer. This M was 
found necessary because of the con
sidera.ble am.cunt of work that was to 
be done. Relieving Officers are un
cl1anged. The grant for Charitable So
cieties remains the same except for 
tl1e Newfoundland Training Society. 
Boar.d of Health shows a slight in
crease in salaries. The additional is for 
the employment of a Veterinary Sur
geon in connection with Tubercular 
cattle. Child Welfare is the same. 
Small Pox $1000. Labrador just the 
same. C·ontingenc.ies show a de
crease over last year. There is a slight 
increase in the Civil Government De
partment. Marine and Fisheries shows 
a decrease of $500. The total for the 
lighthouses, on page 59, is the same 
as the previous year. The Stott's 
Building, the Kennedy Building, 
Museum B11ilding, etc., a.re the same~ 
Controller's Department shows a 
slight increase and further down in 
Constabulary Department it has been 
decided to discontinue tt1e Horse Po
lice. 

MR. GRIMES :-I would like to ask 
if the Government proposes to make 
a substitute for the hor·se police. 

HON. THE l\fINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-No. It is proposed to deal 
with this matter of speeding in a to
tally different way. 

. 
HON. THE MINISTER OF F'IN-

ANCE :-The Fire Department has a 
s1ight decrease. St. Jo·hn's peniten
tiary, sli1ght iecrease. Outport Court 
Houses and Jail, decrease. Hosp1ital 
for the insane, $28,8~6.22. Slight in
crease. Hospital upkeep for the in-
sane $134.938.22. General Hospital, 
slight increase for salaries, between 
four and five hundred. There is a 
decrease in the vote for maintenance 
wh.i1ch . now stands at $163,351.49. 
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There is a de·crease 'in the· amo·unt to 
be voted for fuel, light and taxes of 
three thousand dollarz. 

MR. WARREN:-T·he· late Govern
ment prop·osed to call for tenders in 
this matter. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF' FI
NANCE :-That is the: polic.y of the 
Government also. Th.e· Poor Asylum, 
slight increase in salaries. Vote for 
maintenance is five· th.ousand dollars 
less. Slight decrease in the vote for 
T'uberculosi1s Campaign. Vote Twil
lingate Hospital is the same. In the 
Fever Hospital there is a total in
crease o·f about four thousand dollars. 
In the Sudbury Hospital vote, there 
is an increa.se in salarie·s of about 
one thousand. I might say for the in
formation . of the Hon. Members that 
the Government . proposes ha viing a 
comm·i1ssion formed to inquire into 
Sudbury Hospital. Ro·ads, pub1ic 
bridges and ferries practically all the 
same. Main roads practically the 
same, $66,748.00. Railway connecting 
bridges and roads ha.ve p·ract1ically the 
same vote·. Halfway House kee·pers 
the same. Lighting the St. John's 
streets the same. Total increase for 
ferries w111 be abo·ut two· thousand 
dollars. T'here is a. decre·ase in the 
total vote for the· Public Works De.
partment of about fifty-five. thousand 
dollars. The General Post Office 
shows increase in depa.rtmental sal
eries of about two thousand dollars. 
General Post Office salaries increase 
of a.bout four hundred. Th_e money 
order branch has two additional 
clerks at an increa.se in the vote of 
fourteen hul).dred dolla.rs. There is 
a.n inc.rease· in the distribution branch 
O·f about _a.· thousand dollars. Mail 
Clerks practically the same. Outp·ort 
postma.sters no change·. There is a 
total increase of about two thousand 
dollars sho·wn on page 119. This :is 
due ent,irely to· po·stal arrangements 
at the Humber and Corner Brook. 
Labrador offices the same. The total 
vote·d for the Labrador Offices is the 

I 

same as last year $5,4 73.27. The total 
vote for courie·rs, $114,687.00 is the 
sa.me a.s last ye.ar. The miscella.n
eous account sh9ws an increase of 
$14,000.00. T'his i:s exp1lained by the 
fact that the· fuel and light which 
w.as originally paid by the Do·ard of 
Works De·partment is now transferred 
to the Po.stal T·e1e.graphs Dep.a,rt
ment. The Steam Subsidies show a 
c.onsiderable reduction. This is due 
to the transfer of the Wren and the 
Sebasto·pol and to ·the cha.nge in the 
Glencoe's servi·ce to the L·abrador. I 
may sa.y for Mr. Warren's informa
tion that the Glencoe has bee.n sent 
~o Labrador because the Home ha!. 
had an accident and is unde·rgoing 
repairs at the dock. The Glenco.e 
takes her place. 

MR. WARREN:-Do you propose· to 
lay up the Glencoe? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF F 1I
NANCE.:-We will have to for a. mat
ter of six weeks. The total for the 
Postal is $797 ,317 .33. I may say that 
th.e Se·ba.stopol was removed fro·m 
Bay of Islands because the people did 
not want · such an expensive ship for so 
little wo·rk. 

MR. WARREN:-Could you not p·ut 
on a smaller boat to d·o the work? 

HON. T·HE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE·:-That w111 be provided for 
in additio·nal estimates. The Tele
graph Branch and General Staff, St. 
John1's, increase o.f e:ight or n.ine hun
dred dollars. This is due to four or 
five temporary offices on the Humber. 
On p·a.ge 136 you will note· $9800.00 
fo·r four tempory office·s at the Hum
ber. There is a total 6f $142,170 00 
for this vote of "Operators-Outside.'' 
The mo·nthly allowance for fuel, light, 
etc., bri:ngs it up to $148,920.10. T'here 
is practically th.e. same vote for the 
repairers. General maintenance ,is 
the sa.me:. The·re \s a reduction in 
Maintenance Main Line Repairs of 
$15,000.00 making a total difference 
of thirty thousand dollars. Tele-

,· 
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phones and wireless are the same. 
The total vote for the Te1legra.ph 
branch was $383.,411.50 for last year 
as comp·ared to $349,080.50 for th1is 

· yea.r. The total to be ex.p·ended un
der th.is heading is $1,146,397 .84. The 

· De·partment of Customs, no cha.nge. 
·outport sub-collectors, no c.hange., 
except . for· a slight increase of two 
thousand dollars. Total for Outp.ort 
Sub=-co1llecto·rs $79,511.75. Office rent 
th.e same.. Contingencies the same1

• In 
' 

the prev'e.n tive service you will notice 
·a d·e·crease b·f about twenty thousand 

' 

· dollars; this is made up chiefly out of 
d'ecrease :in the hire of the stea.mer 
fo·r ·this serv1ice of fifteen thousand 
dollars. : The Labrador trav:elling and 
miscellaneous of twe,nty six hundred 
dolla.rs is being p·rac·tically dropped. 
The Fishermen's Insurance, confined 
to Fortune . and other places on that 
coast is practically dropped. Cus..., 
tome i:s reduced from e·ighty thousand 

' dollars to fifty tho·usand. Making a 
sa.v.i.ng of thirty thousand do1llars. The 
total a.mount to be exp·ended is $439,-
552.25. On pa.ge 154 th.e salaries and 
contingencies are the · same as last 
year. The Department of Audito·r 
General p·ract.ically the same. The 
High Commissioners o·ffice· practical
ly the ·same. The Governme·nt En
gi;neer's Department 1is the1 same .. On 
page 156 that vote is practically the 

·same. 
MR. GRIMES:-What is tl1at vote 

a.dvertising in the· foreign press? 
' HON. THE MINISTER OF F'I-

NANCE:-T'ha.t is the same vote: that 
has been there for years. I t:Q.ink it 
means a.dvertising 1in the Financial 
.Post However it has been cut o·ne 

' . . ' ' . . ' , 

thousand dollars. On pa.ge 158 the 
salaries are the· same. There has . . 

been a decrease in the Military Pen-
sions o.f fifty thousand dollars. 
. MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Chairman, 
In rising to supp·ort the motion I take 
adv.antage. of the fact that the House 

. ' 

is in c9mmittee on th.e estimates to 
ask the Minister of Public Works 

• 

why the main line grants for so·n1e of 
the. distr1i:cts have not be.en sent out. 
Perhaps the Minister of Public Works 
Mr. Russell, would be able to answer. 
Unde·r normal conditions the mo·ney 
would hav·e been sent two or three 
months ago and I have rece:ived sev-

• I 

eral re.quests asking· if people we·r·e 
going to· re.ceive the local and main 
line grants this year. The winter's 
fro.st has ha.d a. deteriorating effect 

' 

on several of the small bridges and 
roads and the money is · wanted to 
fix them up. I understand ·thta the 
local and the branch line money was 
sent to Ha.rbour Grace prev·ious to 
the election. I p·resume that . they 
ha.ve been sent to other districts. No 
money, however, has been sent to 
Trinity UP· to the present · time. I 
ca11 app·re.ciate the fa.ct that it may 
take. some time for the cle·rks · to· get 
all the· grants sent o·ut. But it is no 
good to keep the money until ·the 
fall of the year and I wo.uld like to 
know whether the money is going to 
be sent out or not. 

MINIST:ER O·F PlJBLIC WORKS:
Some of th.e: grants 11ave been sent to 
some of the districts a.nd c>thers are 
in course of being s_e·nt out. . With re
ga.rd to Tr1inity I am not surC:1. I 
w1ill ma.ke enquiry. 

MR. HALFYARD:-I say I can ap
p·reciate the· fact that it may be very 
difficult fo.r the office staff to get 
things promptly. I hop·e that e·very 
effo.rt will be made to g·et it out as 
soon a.s possible so that adva.ntage 
may be taken o.f the time to repai1r 
the roads. 
· HON. THE MINISTE.R OF ·' FI
NANCE':-!· move that the Committee 
rise, r·e.port p·ro·grei:;s ·and ask le.ave 
to sit .a.ga1in. 

Mr. Spea.ker resumed the Chair. · 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered 
the ma:tte.r to them referred, had 
made some p1rogre·ss, and asked leave 
to sit aga.in. 
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· ·on motion thJs Report was receiv
ed and a.dopted, and it was ordered 
that the Committee, have leave to s1it 
aga.in. 

NOTIC1E OF QU,ES·TIONS. 

(1) lVIR. SCAMMELL A.sked, T'he 
Ho·n. the C'o1onial Secretary to, lay on 
the table· of the House: a · statement 
showing how much relief has been 
given out by each R.elieving Officer in 
the Distr1ict of St. Barbe since· Janu
ary 1st, 1924, to date; also, to, lay· o,n 
the table· of the House the· original 
b~lls fo,r relief during the above nam
ed period, given out by the Relieving 
Office:r at Bonne· Bay. · 

HON. T·HE COLONIAL SECRET
ARY :-In answer to tl1is question · I 

. may .say that the Commission· o,f P'ublic 
Cha,rities informs me that it w:ould be 
very inconvenient to tab1e the ori
gio,nal documents and that it · would 
take considerable time to prepare 
co.pies 0 1f the voucl1ers. Ho·we·ver if 
Mr. Scammel wo1uld come into, the of
fice the entire· file would be placed at 
his: disp·osal and he can obta.in any 
information he may wish. 

(2) MR. WAREN Asked Ho,n. the 
Minister of Finance and 
what is the total reve.nue 

Customs 
of the 

C'olony fo·r the fiscal' yea,r ending 
June 30th, 1924. 

' ' 

HON. THE MINISTER OF' FIN- . 
ANCE:-The total revenue fo,r ' the 
Colony for the fiscal yea.r end1ing 
June, 30th, 1924 has not yet been re-
ce-ived. 

(3) MR. DUFF Asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister if his E'xecutive have 
given any grants of 'land in New
foundland or Labrador to any one 
since 11e came into o.ffice: 

IION. THE PRIME 'MINIST'ER:
In re1ply to, the Hono,rable member I 
may say that the Executive Go¥ern
:rnent has made no ·grants of land in 
Nowfo.undland or Labrador since it 
came into office. 

(4) MR. ASHB.OURNE Asked Hon. 
the Prime Minister if it is the inten
tion of the Government to remove the 
E.xport Tax on cod o'il. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
In reply to the Honorable Member I 
de·sire to sa.y that the Government 
has not yet made up thei,r minds 
whether they w1ill remo1ve the Export 
T'ax 0 1n cod oiI o,r not. 

(5) MR. PUDD·ESTER Asked Ho,n. 
the Minister of Education if it is the 
intention of the Government to re
duce the· amount voted annually fo·r 
the Augmentation o,f Teachers Salar
ies and apply such reduction to a 
Grant for the o,peration o·f the Normal 
School ·Or Junior College. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIST'ER:
In reply to that quest1i,on I may say 
that the Government has, definitely 
de·cided not to reduce 
the Augmentation o,f 

' 
Salaries. · 

the amo,unt fo·r 
the Tea.che,rs 

Pursuant to order,, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice the 
Bill entitled ''An Act to amend Chap,
ter 86 of the Consolidated Statutes 
(T·hird Serie:s) entitled, "Of Stipe1n
diary Magistrates and Justices of the 
Peace," wa.s read a third time, and 
pass~d, and it was o,rdered that the 
f?aid Bi11 be engro·ssed. being entitled 
as above, and that it be· sent to the 
Legiis1at1·ve Council vvith a message 
requesting the· concurrence of that 
bo,dy in its provision. 

Second Reading of Bill to Amend 
the Election Act of 1913. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Speaker. I 
beg to mo·ve the second reading of this 
Bill. 

HON. the COLONIAL SECRETARY: 
-Mr. Spea.ker. Before proceeding 
with the Second Reading of this Bill, 
I would like to say that, whilst I 
quite agree with the principle under
lying it, namely, to give men in lo
calities, other than in the district to 
which they belong an opportunity to 
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exercise their franchise, the carrying 

. out of this project will not be fo.tind 

of such a comprehensive character as 

the Bill would at first appear to indi

cate. ·Those of us who are actively 
, connected with politics know of the 
, conditions that exist at the time of 
·a ·general election, and we know the 
necessity o.f the establishment of 
booths here in St. John's whereby 
every district in the Island has to 
have facilities afforded its people for 
voting. Under this ·Bill polling sta
tions are required to be placed at 
Corner Brook, Deer Lake, Grand 
Falls .and Bell Island. Now I cann·ot 
see ho·w you can possibly do without 
a booth for every district in the Is
land, , because there may be men 
either in large or small numbers 
from every district either at Bell Is
land, . Grand Falls, Deer La.ke and 
Corner Brook, and I merely mention 
this matter for the purpose of draw
ing the attention of the House to the 
very large expenditure that will be 
required under this heading; and as 

I . 

this . Bill opens up the question of 
the Election Act, I think that the 
time is opportune to have the whole 
question of all the districts of the 

I 

country discussed and considered. 
We have for many years realised that 
the . distribution of seats in this coun
try has developed into an absolutely 
impo~sible position as to th.e rela
tive representation O·f different dis
tricts. It was laid down in the 
House of Assembly some forty years 
a.go or more whereby the different 
districts throughout the Colony got 
representation in proportio·n to the 
denominational population t h a t 
they had at that time: Now it is an 
admitted fact that the situation has 
materially changed in many districts 
in 'this country and that some dis
tricts · are under-represented and 
other districts are over-represented. 
It is also an open question as to 
whether our present system of re-

• 

presentation is any longer desirable 

in so far as it appertains to districts 

which are represented by more than 

one man. A matter that I have for , 

a long , time ' considered is that it is 
not always in ~ the best interest of a 
district for three men to .represent 
the entire district. Here . is . a case 
in point. Take the District of Har
bour Grace, which I bave the ho·nor 
to represent in this House. .A ,system 
has been in. vogue there, without any 

, rrtanding, but ha.s been an under
standing between the representatives 
that one man would be the member 
for one section of the district, 'an
otl::~r member for another section and 
another member for another sectio·n. 
In other words, one member was 

; . 
supposed to represent Hr. Grace and 
environment; another Bay Roberts 
and environment and the · other 
Spaniard's Bay and environment. 
When I went to Hr. Grace district 

. first I found that one of . my c.ol
leagues, who lived in Hr. Grace 
proper, almost needed an introduc
tion wh.en he went to Bay 'Roberts. 
Although he was a ·member for some 
years, he was actually unknown 
there in s·pite of the fact that . he had 
spent a lifetime in the other end of 
the district. But, of · course, that 
sort of system brings abo·ut a very 
vicious principle because it tends to · 
be detrimental · to a very strong and 
capable man in the -district. , Take 
the case of our good old friend Mr. 
Piccott. He was supposed to .be the 
representative particularly for Span
iard's Bay section, and of co·urse the 
people of ' Hr. Grace proper were a 
bit jealous of Spaniard's Bay. It is 

' an anomaly that should np ·longer 
exist and the question which sug
gests itself to ·one is what · is the 
best way to deal with it. It might ·be 
found desirable, upo·n giving the 
matter , consideration, to ha.ve that 
district divided into three parts· so 
that each member would each repre-

\ 
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, sent a se,ction, because it often tran-

. spir~s in any three-man district 

w~ere you have ~ one particularly ac
tive repr~sentative who does . an un
limited amount of work . on behalf 
of his constituents, and he ma.y have 

· two. colleagues who may be indiffer
ent .and who Jll.ay h.ave the effect of 

,bringing about the defeat of the one 
who does more than his share of the 
work. . Then again the. development 
that is going on · at Corner Brook, 
Deer Lake, Bell Island and Grand 
Falls has changed the aspect . of 
things with regard to proportional 
representation of those districts con-

- cerned. Take the ca.se_ of Co.rner 
, Brook where ' it is said tnere are five 

or six tho·usand residents. That will 
seriously change the aspec~ of things 
so far as the district of St. George's 
is concerned. We have had one 
member representing the , district of 
St. George's before Corner Brook de
velopment commenced. Now it .will 
be entitled to two men from a pro
portional standpoint. Whilst I have 
every sympathy with the mover of 
this Bill in the desire to place the 

j 

facilities at the disposal of hundreds 
.of people who are working tempor- . 
arily in those sections already re
ferred to, and whilst there is every 
:possible desire to have every man 
in the country exercise his franchise 

' 
still I do not think that the time is 

) opop:i;tune, and I cannot but fear that 
a great de·al of difficulty will ensue 
and it is questionable whether it can 
work out satisfactorily_, without in
curring the expenditure of a large 
amount of mon~y. 

I 

Take the case of Grand Falls. 
That pla.ce has developed into a 
district in itself, still a man repre
senting Green Bay may not know a 

·man ·in Grand Falls and still be 
elected, because the great bulk of 
fishermen in Green Bay is sufficient
ly strong to elect three members 
who can be in a position to pay par-

ticular attention to that , section, 
whereas the wants and . nee,ds of · 
Grand Falls may ,be neglected. 
Theref~re, Gran~ Falls and vicinity 
should have special representation. 
Big industrial development is carried· 
on there, and revenue is collected 
there; but, I would suggest to the 
mover of this Bill that, if the booth 
is to be established at all in . that 
region, it should be established at 
Millertown or Millertown Junction, 
because the transient population of 
Grand Falls is comparatively sm.all 
to that of Millertown or Millertown 
Junction, which are situated in the 
woods, and · hundreds ·of men go to 
and from work there, whilst the 
people of Grand Falls are to a con
siderable extent permanent residents 
there, so that to get the; men down 
from Millertown ·and Millertown 
Junction to vote at Grand Falls 
-would almost cost as much as it 
would to bring them to St. John's. ; 

Another thing about the E.lection 
Act is that there has been open vio
lations of the Act for years. When 
that Act was passed in this · House 
conditions were very ·different to 
what they are to-day. Then a man 
who got $50.00 for acting Returning 
Officer at an election considered him
self well paid. A Deputy Returning 
Officer was more than satisfied with 
$10.00; $5~00 was paid for the hire of 
a booth room and a special police
man got $1.00. To-day you got to 
pay a Returning Officer $1-50 for his 
services, ·and the amounts paid to 
Deputies, Poll Clerks and special po
licemen have increased proportionate
ly. These are matters that are un
avoidable and are like everything 
else. The - price of labour and the 
price of a man's services have in
creased, and it is always absolutely 
necessary to acquire the services of 
competent people to conduct · an 
election. 

Consequently, the whole question, 
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Mr. Speaker, is one that may well 
receive the very serious attention 
and consideration of this H'ouse, and 
if we go into Committee on this Bill, 
which will require the expenditure 
of a large amount of money to meet 
all the reforms necessary in this 
Election Act, I intend to suggest that 
the matter be referred to a Special 
Committee of this House to sit 
out of Session, if necessary, for the 
purpose of reviewing and revising 
the whole Election Act . 

I\1ll-t. HAIJFYARD- -:1\ir. Rpeaker: I 
quite agree with a great many o.f the 

. staten1ents made bv the Honorable .. 

. Colcnial Secretary, Me1nber for Hr. 
Gra0e an,d I believe that tl1e time has 
arrived for re-cl; stri lJlltion of seats 
because p·o~sibly one man districts 
would be the better system. Of course 
that is a matter that wo·uld ha.ve ·to 
be given great consideratio·n by thi1s . ' 

House before any definite decision 
would be· reached. At the present 
time we have 36 members· in the 

' ' 
House of Assembly representing· the 

- ' ' 
various sections of the country·. There 
is an Executive Go·vernment made up 
of nine or ten men and you have nine 
departmental o·ffices to be div·ided up 

, -
amongst tho·se 36 men. Perhap1s it 

. would not be so easy to get men to 
co·ntest one ma.n districts. However, , 

that is a matter of opinion and it ap-
p~ars to me at first thought that now, 
in three men districts, it is generally 
understo·o·d that ut1less, it\ exceptio·n
al,, ca1ses, ·Only one man of the three 
will be giv.en a. department or a seat 
in the E:xecutive, and there is no mis
un_derstanding whatever what the 
statu~ o.f his colleag.ues will be so, far 

' as getting an Ex.ecutive or . Depart-
. ; ; 

mental seat is co·ncerned. Anyhow, it 
wil'l be much better, I thiink, for all 
concerned to have one ma.n districts. 
I have always co·nsidered it very un-

. , ; 

fair to, have some· membe·rs of three 
men districts to be regarded as 
ordinary members tn a. Government. 

Still, it · cuts both wa.ys, a.nd it de

pe11ds upon tl1e make up and the 

characteristics of the men who are 
' 

colleagues o.f the· one 'vho· gets · the 
Executive or D-epartmental seat and 
as to whether a feeling of co..:opera-
t io·n and good-,vill will exist bet,veen 
tl1em in the management o·f the· a;ff'airs 
of their pa.rticular district. I may 
say that I have been very fortunate 
'vitl1 the col1eagues that I have ha.d 
as a representat1ive! of Tritity Dis
trict. From 1919 to 1923 I had two 
colle·ague·s wh.o had no a.mbition fo,r 
an Executive seat or to become heads 
of Departments. As a member of .the 
Executive Governme·nt and Head of a 
I)epartment I resided in the city and 
tl1e people of a.ny outpo,rt ha.ve: mo·re 
to do with their represe11tative8 ''l l i ,> 
reside in the city that w·ith those wh~o 

live outside. When my consitute·nt1s 
came to the city they called o·n ·me. I 
stuck to the jo,b and was nea.rly ·al
ways at my o·ffice. T'herefore· 1 must 
sa.y that I got the good will ' ·of the 
peo·ple o.f Trinity district, and, u.1 --

. though I say it myself, res.ults·· have 
been shown t 'hat I beca1ne very popu-

. ' . 
lar with n1y constiituents; whether . I 
deservedd it o·r .not; but in juistice 'to 
my colleagues I might say that a 

' '. 

great many pe,op1e o.f Trinity district 
' • I <' I ' ' 

who did not understand the: situatio11 
gave me the credit for ~i'o,ing th1ings 

' ' ' 

they did, and they even went so, far 
as to speak disparagingly qf my . col
leagues, which was altogether unjust,, 

. . ! 

but .it was no use fo·r me to· a.rgue 
with my constituents on that point. 
T'herefore, . it can be seen that · very 
often the business of a three man'' dis-
trict wo·rks out unjustly espe·c1ially 
to men who are go,od natured · and 
not. jealo·us o.f their c·ollea.gue who 
happens to· be on the Executiv'e. Of 
course, like ·. men in other walks of 
like, some · politicians are peculiarly 
made up a.nd ma.y act unjustly · · to
ward an Executive man by telling 
their constituent1s that 1if they were 
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in the Executive . th.ey w:ould have all1 

their r _equests gra.nted. · I r.epea.t that 

I agree with the ho,norable: c ·o:lonial 

. Secretary that · it ·would be much bet
ter to ha,ve o,ne man districts so1 that 

.. each re:presentative wou1d be ·. respon
sible for biis own actio,ns. But that 
ha~ nothing whatever to ·do with the 
spirit ·Of the Amendment to the Elec
tio,n Act, as stated in this B,ill. We 
all know ·that in the election which 
took place. ·on June 3rd that thousands 
of men were disfra.nch1ised, a.lthough 
any references that we may make 
no·w will not alter tl1e result of the 
election. · T'he · matter has 110\v to be 
lo·oked u.po,n · as a thing of the past 
·and we1 have to submit to th~ resu:It 

' 
and ho·pe . that · it will be in the best 
interests of the country; but, if the 
thousands. o.f in en who ·were at Deer 
l ;·ake, Corner Brook and otl1er indus
trial centres had the· privilege of re
CO·rd:ing tl1eir votes, I feel al111ost 
certain that · a different compl8xion 

· wo·uld have been pl.it on the mal\:e up 
· of tl1e inen1bership of this I-Iouse. I 
kno\\r that. th.e Prime lVIir1ister is very 
anxious that the men of B.on.avista 
district shal1l be given an o·pportun,ity 
of v.oting f()ir himself and hi1s coller~

gue dµring the coming Autumn. A 
great many o.f the fishermen of tl1at , 

district are now· away prosecuting t11e 
fishery and I presume that is why 
the Prime·. M-inistAr , did not p11ll off 
a 13;re-E'lectio!1 there th.i·3 Su1n111er, 
fea.ri11g that those· men w·ould be dis
franchised,, and I feel quite sure1, al
though there is a. difference· . of op,in
io,n on the matter·, .that the A.mer1d
ment to the Election Act, a,.s co·ntain
ed jn the Bill now befd·re. th·e House 
if. found imperfect it would be a v,ery 
easy matter to amend the Election 
Act in January or February next o·r 
whenever the House meets a.gain, in
stead of deferring the Bill this ses-
sio11. No·w I have heard it stated 
on several occasion, before the House· 
\\rould me,et again during the: follow-

ing vVinter season, because the Sum

mer season was not . an opportune 

time for business and that the Sum

mer was no, time to1 be here. We wait
ed for the Winter. months, but these 
months ca.me and went and the· House 
did not meet until the St1mmer a,,gain, 
s.o that we cannot tell · whether, or 
not the House will meet again .· be-. 
fore May or June of next year. c .o·n-
sequently, I took th1i1s very first op
portunity of introducing this Amend
ment to the Election Act, as I 
tl1ought at the time that it wo1uld re
ceive the· unanimous support of the 

• 

H·ouse. I agree with the ho1nor,able 
Colo,nia1 Secreta.r·y , that there are 
other things ·in connectio~ with our . 
Election Act that sh.011ld be changed, 
but this, apparently is not the: op,
portune time for such changes; I do 
not think that we sh·ould defer the 
passing of thi1s Amendment, particu
larly when it is so fresh in our 
m1inds that de1ay in the pas.sin_g . of 
this measure means disfranchising so 
many people. Co·rner Brook is an in
du1strial centre and there1 Will be 
transient labourers engaged there at 
construction w·ork for a lo·ng time to 
come. ,D·eer La.ke and enviro·nment 
w 1il1l be a .logging centre. Grand 
Falls will continue to turn 01ut thou
sands o.f tons of pa.per, a.nd I kn,ow 
hundreds o.f men there that did not 
have an op,po·rtunity to reco~d their 
votes 01n June: 3rd last-men fr.om 
districts other than Twil'lingate. Then 
again Bell Island. N,obody will que·s
tio·n the des1irability o.f 11aving. Booths 
established at Bell Isld. It -has been 
said that this scheme is going to be 
expensive.. Well, any project under
taken by us is going to, prove1 expe·n
sive fo·r that matter. Now · when we 
speak o.f the right · to vote, we do not 
and sho1uld not ·con1sider the expense 
iin connection with giv·ing vote-rs ·the 
opportunity to exce,rcise their fran
chise. It is sa.id the· the oppo,rtunity 
to vote is not a privilege, but a. God-

• 
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. given right and one: o·f the greatest 

gifts that can be besto·wed on any 

man. Therefore, if that rigl1t is so 

precious and so desirable! think we 
should take advanta.ge of the first op
portunity to amend the Election Act 

, so tl1at lab·ourers and others who 
happen to be away from their dis
tricts at any election time may be 
able to record their vote:s. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
-Mr. Speaker, Just a word in reply 
to the hono11rable introducer of this 
Bill. The idea that the honourable 
member for Trinity had in n1ind in in
troducing this Bill c·ommends itself, 
but, with all due deference, he must 
11ave been u111nindful of the. magnitude 
of the task when he expects that it be 
taken up and disposed of at a mo
ment's notice. I quite agre.e with the 
principle tl1at, wherever possible, ar
rangements should be made to get a 
-111an to vote. That principle does not 
need to be defended; but it is remark
able that fhe honourable member 
11i1nself has suddenly come to the 
conclusion that this Bill can be, in 
the course of five minutes, drafted, 
printed, considered, discussed and 
enacted into law for the purpose· of 
serving certain sections, already 
enumerated, and that no other part of 
the country should be recognized at 
all. What is the history of this thing? 
The , honourable member for Trinity 
knows full well himself that there is 
nothing new about this. He knows and 
all Opposition members know· better 
than myself that this matter was 
talked about hundreds of times be
fore and they k11ow tha,,t the major 

' portior1 of tl1e men who are now en-
gaged at development work in Grand 
Falls, Corn~r Brook, Deer Lake. and 
Bell Island will not be there in a 
couple of years' time. Now it is very 
obvious for us to see the. wisdom of 
the honoura.ble Colonial Secretary's 

' 

suggestion, namely, that a Select 
Committee be .lippointed to give care-

ful consideration to the whole matter, 

and I strongly support t!1e suggestion. 

Further, it is apt and fitting to the 

Bill, apart entirely from what the. 
honourable Colonial Secretary has 
said. Then again there is the form of 
representation of seats and how dis-. 
tricts are parcell~d out to be consid-
ered. These aspects would create an 
awkward situation in dealing with 
tl1em and would require not alone to 
be discussed -out of session, but would 
take some considerable thought and 
consideration in or out of session. 
However, that point is not of itself a 
reason for ref erring the. Bill to a 
Select Committee; but the first point 
raised by the honourable Colonial 
Secretary is to my mind one that de
serves the most serious consideration 
of this House, and that is the practice 
of allowing men to vote in St. John's 
for the other districts. This, _as is well 
known to all of us, has n.ot been with
out its abuses. The system is open 'to 
many objections which can be trashed 
out by the Select Committee. 

Now the opening of Booths at the 
several places mentione·d in this Bill 
for the eighte.en electoral districts 
would entail an enormous expe·ndi
ture. From the Deputy Returning Of
ficer down to the smallest paid offi
cial of each Booth the sum of about 
$100 has to be paid, apart from other 
expenses incidental thereto. Before 
we pass a Bill like this it should be 
given v~ry careful consideration. I 
am frank enough to say and admit, 
that this Bill or the workings under 
it may be very much .abused if it were 
in the hands of a corrupt Government. 
The Bill provides for certain places 
only, and the placing of Booths at the 
places mentioned in the Bill for the 
eighteen electoral districts would en
tail an enormous expenditure. Again 
take for instance places like Corner 
Brook and Deer Lake, as soon as con
struction work is over in those places 
there will not be a floating popula-
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ti on like Bell Island for instance. So e11t; I therefore strongl-y~ suggest and 
tl1erefore it would be unwise to make support the idea of caref11l consid
such definite provision in the Election eration by a select committee. 

Act, because in two yea't's from now 

tl1ere may not be any people at Deer 
Lal\:e, and if they are there th~y may 
be permanent reside11ts, and if so 
they will have the privilege to vote in 
tl1e district in which tl1ey reside. It is 
i1ot the same kind of place as Bell Is
land, as at Bell Island there is always 
rt :floating population. W c cannot tell 
v1hat }{ind of conditions will be ex
isting at Deer Lake two years hence. 
Tl1e Government in power during the 
Election ma}7 be empowered to pro
\'i de for tl1e holding of Booths at 
tl1ose places providing there is a float
ing population. Take Corner Brook 
for instance, two or three years hence 
tl1e place we now kno'v as Corner 
Brook where such construction v1ork 
is going on will be a town, and you 
'viii not have much of a floating pop
ulation. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I am 
not saying that I · am opposed to the 
Bill, or that I intend or would vote 
against it, bllt I agree 'vith Mr. Ben-
11ett in his sl1ggestion that it ·be re
ferred to a select committee. To-day 
the Governor in Council can run 
booths wherever they like, for in
stance we l1ad one quite recently at 
tl1e Sa11itorium, also the late Prime 
l\1inister, no'v the Leader of the Op
position had one opened at the Poor 
House during the recent General · El
ection. I do not for one moment say 
tl1at it was wrong to open booths in 
those place8, nor do I say or even 
st1ggest tl1at t~e people who authoriz
ed the opening of bootl1s in those 
places were trying to capture votes. 
I do not agree to the suggestion that 
we have bootl1s in places "'-hich dis
appear over night as it T"'"'ere, as is the 
case in places wl1ere large nu1nbers 
of labourers congregate for the pur
pose of carrying out construction 
vvork. This is too large a matter to 
be taken up haphazardly as at pres-

MR. GRIMES.-Mr. Speaker, in ac
cepting the suggestion of the Minis
ter of Justice that this matter is a 
sufficiently weighty one as to be re
f erred to a select committee, I may 
say that there is to be · a Bye-Election 
down in Bona vista Bay this Fall, and 
there will be quite a nurnber of voters 
absent from the District, the major
ity of whom will be engaged at var
ious labours at the principal places 
inentioned in this Bill, viz., Grand 
Falls, Deer Lake and Corner Brook, 
a.nd I would suggest that some pro
vision be made to provide a means for 
those voters to vote, and the ref ore 
a void disenfranchisi11g them as hap
pened during the recent General El
ection. 

MR. HICKMAN:-Mr. Sp-eaker, this 
Bill to amend the Election Act brought 
in ,t)y Mr. Halfyard is no doubt a sin
cere move on the part of the proposer. 
Per~aps he had in mind the coming · 
Bye-Election in Bonavista Bay. There 
are at present at least one thousand 
voters absent from the District, they 
were 'absent during the recent: General 
Election and were, therefore, dis-. 
franchised, and it would also be un.fair 
to them if the same thing happened 
during the Bye-Election which is to 
take place in the Fall. One thousand 
voters make a consideral)le difference 
in an Election. I do not know that 
this was in the mind of Mr. Halfyard 

. ' 

'vhen he brought in this Bill, but I. do 
know that this matter is of sufficient 
importance to lle given consideration. 

I can see the point which the Min
ister of Justice makes, and I do not 
say that it is not a sound one, and as · 
far as I am concerned I do not object 
to the Bill being referred to a select 
committee, providing the committee· 
reports llack to the House before the 
present session is over. If the select 
committee finds it impossible to do 

• 
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that, then some provision should be 
made by the Go,rernment so as to avoid 
disfranchising a . great number of 
people from Bonavista Bay, who are 
to be found working at Grand Falls, 
Corner Brook and vitinity. 

In so far as Bell Island is concern
ed it is a place where men work near 
their horn.es, they usually work there 
during t.he week days and go home on 
Saturdays to spend s~unday. They 
always manage to get to and from 
their \vork to spend Sunday at h,ome, 
t.ut when an Election is on they can
not pay their expenses and some free -
conveyance. has to te provided for 
them; it is therefore a temptation to 
the candidates of the District to which 
th,ose men belong to provide some 
means of transportation or pay the 
expenses of a trip home for those vot
ers. I would therefore suggest that 
t·ooths t e placed on Bell Island, and 
that those who leave the Island to 
vote should pay their expenses and 
pay their own means of ·transporta-

1 

ti on. 

I represent a District and I a.gree . ' 

with some of the things said by the 
Minister of Justice, and I also agree 
to tl1e Bill 'being sent to a select 1 com
mittee, providing the suggestions 
"\Vhich I have made are acted upon. 

We on this side of the House are at 
the n1ercy of the Government; you 
have a l:ig majority in the House and 
you can turn down anything we sug
gest, 1 ut I say right here and in all 
seriousness that a.nything · in and to 
the interest of the c,ountry we will back 
up, and fight for to the utmost of our 
ability. 

MR. · HALFYARD:-Mr. Speaker, 
speaking of this Bill again I may say 
that I had no particular motive, ul
terior or otherwise, when I intro
duced this Bill into the House. I may 
say that the suggestion for this Bill 
cam·e from several men who are work
ing along the Huml)er area and Cor
ner Brook. Numbers of people tele-

graphed me previous to the recent 
· General E'lections as to whether they · 
would have tµe opp,o_rtunity of voting, 
and they were asking for booths to be 
opened at those places. That was my 
only object in asking for and intro
ducing this Bill; but if some arrange-· 
ments can be made regarding those 
men so as they · can cast their . votes 
during Elections I am satisfied, and I 
would agree with the suggestion made ' 
l1y the Colonial Secretary and others 
that this Bill ,be referred to a select 
committee to report at this session. 

On m·otion of Mr. Halfyard that the 
Bill entitled "An Act to amend the 
Election Act, 1913," be read a second 
time, it was moved and seconded that 
the said Bill be referred · to a select 
committee to report during the pres
ent session. 

Mr. Speaker appointed the follow
ing to lie the select committee: H·on. · 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Hickman, Hon. 
the Minister of Justice, Hon. tbe Col
onial Secretary, Mr. Halfyard. 

It '\Vas moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
Monday next at three of the clock. 

The I-louse then adj·ourned accord
ingly. 

MON'DAY, July 21st, 1924. 
The House, met at three o'clock· in 

the afte.rnoo.n pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN asked leave 
to present a petition from the, resi
de·nts of his distr'ict in . rega.rd to a . · 
brea.kwater. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Mr. Speaker, 
I be.g leave to present a petition fro·m 
the reside11ts of Fortune Harbour ask
ing t]1.at the roads be re·paired and 
that the port of Fortune Harbo.ur be 
made a permanent po,rt of call for 
the Green Bay boat. I ha.ve bee1n 
informed by the rail way officials 
that the c.aptain of the steame·r ply
ing on that route now has been in
structed to call at F'ortune Hr. both 

: 
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going and coming whenev·er conven
ient. As Fortune Hr. does not mean 
any detour fro·m the route taken by 
the steamer, I feel sure that it will 
be made a. perm.anent port of call. I 
would also like to· endorse the re
marks ma.de by the· Hon. Minister of 
Agriculture and Mine.s a few days 
ago witli regard to. p·etitions. To my 
mind the idea that petitions are 
presented to the Ho.use of Assembly 
is, ipso fa.eta, a.n important reason 
why they should rece.ive the c.onsid
eration wh.i:ch is due them. I· would 
be· very much in favour of see1ing this 
house forni a committee to consider 

~ 

the· petitions p1rese.nted from time to 
time. .I also beg ·lea.ve to· present a 
petition form Tw:i:llingate Distr1ict 
asking that the Canal at Herring 
N eek be deepened. This is ba.dly 
ne1eded a.s it is used by people not 
only at Herring N eek but also by 
people at Cobbs Arm, T'willingate· and 
Change ls1lands. This means a con
si:derable saving o.f time and possibly 
of life a.s the fishermen ca.n avoid 
much rough water b)r not havi11g to 
go around Herring Ne·ck. 

I also present a peititio·n from the 
residents o.f Summerford a.sk1ing for 
the amount of $570 to clear and wide.n 
up the Shoal T'ickle there. The canal 
was first made· 12 years ago and has 
not beern cleared up since. I would 
like to a.sk pe1rm!i:ssion to pre.sent 
these petitions to the House with my 
hearty support and ask that they be 
referred to the· departments to which 
they re!late. 

MR. CAHIL·L:-I beg to. present a 
petit1ion from 18 residents of Avondale 
for a special grant for a ro·ad to that 
settlement. There was .a. grant made 
in 1919 and no money h.as be.en spent 
on this road since. I would refe·r 
th'i:s petition to the dep·artment to 
which it belo;ngs. 

MR. HALFY ARD: -As an act of 
courtesy on th.e part of the Minister 
of F'isher.ies I wo11ld ask permission 

to have the· privilege to present a 

petition from the residents of Claren

ville and Shoal Ha.rbour and adjac

e11t places asking for the allocati'on 

of $5,000 for the construction of a 

road between Clar·enville1 and Shoal 

Hr. When the railway vvent through 

the main line road was used. The 
road runs betwe.en the hills and .is 
too narrow for· tl1e track and a road. 
It will take a lot of money to widen 
the old road, or to make a. ne·w road 
in another location. It is impossible 
to get from Shoal Hr. to Clarenville 
with a horse and w.aggon or motor 
at present. I beg to suppo·rt the 
prayer of the petition and ask it be 
forwa.rded to the De.p·artme·nt of Pub
lic Works for co.ns.ideration. 

MINISTER OF MARINE AND F'ISH
ERIE:S :-I beg to present a petition 
from Bonavista where. the re·sidents 
of Ladle Co·ve and Spiller's Cove wish 
to be changed fro.m Trinity· a.nd made 
a part of Bonavista. I also w1ish to 
present a petition from Bonavista in 
reference to a channel there which has 
been clogged up lately. They ask for 
the sum of $500 to clear it out. 

MR .. HAL·F 1YARD:-In reference to 
the petition present~d by the: member 
for Bonavista relative to the desire 
of the electors of L.adle Cove and 
Spiller's Cov·e, to. be1 attached to Bona
vista District! I think there is suf
cause for the prayer of the p·etition 
being g,iven co.nside·ration. I don't 
suppose that these people regard the 
re.presentative of T'rinity District as 
not hav1ing done his best, but owi:ng 
to the geograpl1y of the p1ac.e, and 
also fro1m the point of view of Church 
a.nd business connection, these peo
p-le should be. included in the Dis- . 

-
trict of Bonavista. A great many of 
the residents of these places are only 

· transient and o·nly go there for· the 
fishing se·ason and go back again to 
Bonavista. For the.se reasons I would 
support the prayer of the pet1ition. 
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MR. ASHBOURNE gave notice of 
question. 

MR. GRIMES gave notice of ques
tion. 

MR. DUFF gave not.ice· of question. 

MR. HALFYARD gave notice. of 
question. 

. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 
MR WARREN asked H(}n. Minister 

of Finance and Customs to lay on the 
House a statement sho.wing Revenue 
of · the· Colony fo·r the fisc.al year· end-
ing June 30th, 1924. , 

HON. MIN'ISTER OF. FINANCE:
In replying to the Hon. Member for 
Fortune· Bay I am surpr1ised that 
such an old me·mber of the House 
should ask such a question. He 
should know that it is impossible to 
11ave· that statement yet. 

MR. GRIMES asked the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries that in view 
of the. rapid de,c1ine of the Lobster 
F1ishery will any· steps be taken this 
year by this department to enquire 
into· the cause, and devise means 
whe·re by, to protect th.is fishery from 
further decline. 

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND 
FISHERIES:-The department is ful
ly aware of the decline in the L·ob
ster Fishery and in the ne,ar future 
steps will be taken and the best pos
sible will be d·one in . the interests of 
the c.ountry. 

MR. CAHILL asked the Ministe:r of 
Public Wo·rks to lay on the ta.ble of 
the House a statement show1ing (a) 
The, quantity of so·ft coal delivered to 
Public Institutions during the Fiscal 
year 1923-1924; by whom the coal 
was delivered; and a copy of the con
tr.act ·in each case, also copies of all 
tenders received for the supply O·f 
said coal; (b) The quantity of hard 
coa1 for the same period, by whom the 
coal · was delivered, and a copy of the 
co,ntract 'in each case, also· copies of 
all tenders. 

In reply the: MINISTER OF PUB
L.IC WORKS ta.bled the documents 

' 

asked fo·r. Briefly they were as fol-
lows:-

1. (a) Quantity of North 
• 

Coal delivered by Messrs. A. 
man & Co., Ltd., 5,114 tons. 

(b) Price per to·n, $14.100 . 

Sydney 
E. Hick-

2. (a) Quantity of Anthrac.ite Coal 
de'11ivered by A. H. Murray and Co., 
Ltd., 1,336 tons. 

(b) Price . per ton $23.90. 

3. The following tendered for the 
supply of North Sydney coal with the 
price oppo·s.ite :-

Per T1on 
A. Ha.rvey & Co., Ltd. . . . . . . $14.42 
Nfld. Coal and Trading Co. . . . . 14.00 
A. H. Murray and Co., Ltd. . . . . 15.20 
A. E .. Hickman and Co. . . . . . . 14.00 
W. H. Hynes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
M. Mo·rey and Co., Ltd. . . . . . . 13.58 

Tender of A. E. Hickman, Co., Ltd. 
accepted. 

The following tendered fo.r ·the sup
ply of Anthracite coal with the price 
opposite:-

Per Ton 
A. Harvey & Co·., Ltd., (Welsh 

Anthracite) with recommenda
t,ions that tenders be kept 
open for one month as prices 
were going down . . . . . . . . $21.50 

A. H. Murray & Co., Ltd. . . . . 23.90 
, M. Morey & Co., Ltd. . . . . . . . . 23.00 

Tender of A. H. Murray & Company 
Lt1nited was accepted. 

HON. T'HE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE :-Mr. Chairman, for the in
formation o·f the House, before pro
ceed.ing with the estimates I may sa.y · 
tl1at ori April 26, the late Government 
by M'inute of Council removed the 
duties on pork, beef, molasses, flour, 
kerosene and gasoline. The Gove·rn
n1ent has decided, however, that 
Minute be· now cancelled and on to
morro·w these· things w1i1ll come in as 
usual with their old duties p·ayable 

• 
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on them. The Gove·rnme,nt regret& 
the necessity for this but there is 
nothing else left for them to do. This 
Minute was resce.nded as it was illeg
al and there would have been a de
ficit this year due to over expe,ndi
tt1re last year 1if this we:re not done. 

'l,HE MINIST'ER OF· MARINE ... <\.ND 
FISHERIES ga.ve r1otice that he woulcl 
<)n to-mo·rr.ow aslr leave' to introduce 
a Bili to .... '\.me·nd 14 Geo. V. Cap·. 7. e11-
titled "An Act for the Improverr1ent 
of. Ship·building.''' 

HON·. THE MINISTE'R OF F 1I
NANCE gave notiice that he would 
on ·· to-morro.w ask leave to, .introduce 
a Bill to Ame,nd Chapte,r· 24 of the 
Consolidated · Statutes "Of Pa.yme·nt of 
certain fee·s and ·cha.rges by Stamps.''' 

HON. T'HE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE ga.ve notice th.at he would on 
to·-morrow ask leave to introduce a 
Bill ent1itled. ·"An .Act respe·cting the 
Game and Inland Fisherie·s Board." 

·Pursuant to order and O·n motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Finance, . the 
House reso·lved iitself ,into· Committe,e 
of the· Whole of Sup,ply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Puddester took the Cha.ir of 
Committee. 

MR. GRIMES:-! think, .Mr. Chair
man that it would be much better if ' ' 

we had copies of the estimates so as 
to follow the proceedings. We can:
not follow them as we are at pre
sent. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE:-They were given out yester
dav. There were thirty-six printed 

~ • < 

so that there should be one for you. 
I think, however, that I can get you 
one. 

MR. DUFF:-I· have no copy either. 

MR. HICKMAN:_:_! think that it 
might ·be well for members to have 
books and papers locked in their 
desks before leaving. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Before going , 
ahead, there seems to be something 
confusing there. It reads, ther:e th·e· 
I~oan Act of 1923, $5,000,000.00.· There 
seems to be somethi11g wr.qng .. wJth 
that. I thought that _the loan .wa~ 

10r $3,000,000.00. 
t ' 

HON. THE MINI·STER OF FIN .... ~ 

ANCE·:-That is a misprint. T·hat 
makes a total of $60,000,000.00.' The' 
Loan Act of 1923 was for tl1ree m-il-
lions at five per cent. ' . ' ' ' 

MR. SCAMMELL:-With regard to . 
the vote for the Harbor Grace Court, 
perhaps the Minister of Justice can 
explain it. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF Jus~· 

TICE:-This has already been re:
duced by a hundred dollars. ~he 

explanation of it is that it is the sur ... . 
vival of an old vote and practically 
all goes into a drop balan.ce. With 

1 

rega.rd to the Labrador, magistrates 
used to go down there, but arrange
ments have been made to have ~n 

enquiry into certain things. They 
' 

can not go down there this yea:r be-
cause there is no steamer. 

MR. HALFYARD:-There is no vote 
for . the local constable of Musgrave 
Harbor. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF · JUS
TICE :-The reason there is no vote 
for the constable for Musgrave Har
bor is, • that the last man resigned, 
and as there was but little or nothing 
to be done, and no · request was made 

' 

for an appointment. 

MR. WARREN:-During the tenure 
of office of the late Government this 
constable resigned his office or died, 
at all events he resigned his · office, 
and the late Government did not pro
pose to fill it again. 

MR. HIBBS :-I thinlr, Mr. Chair-
• 

man, that it is a mistak.e to cut that 
office out altogether. It is the first 
information of the fact that he had 
resigned that I have received. Mr. 

' 
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Warren said that he had died, how
ever he is not there now, and I 
think that it is necessary to h·ave a 
man there. 

for librarian in 1923. It has been cut 
ciut. Could somebody explain that? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
-It was fou11d unnecessary and was 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS- cut out. 
TICE :-I am quite prepared to· take 
the matter up with the representa
tive of the district. · I have no ob
jectfon whatever to havi11g a man 
there if the member thinks it neces- · 
sary. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FIN-
ANCE:-We can provide 
supplemental supply. 

for it • 
Ill 

MR. HICKMAN:-What is the 
opinion of the Minister of Justice on 
the matter of having outports served 
by local constables? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-I think, that it would be wh·ol
ly undesirable. You would have mei;l 
belonging to s·ome places trying to 
handle cases which would arise and 
there might be temptation to act too 
sympathetically. They would be all 
right, of course, in detail matters, but 
I think it would n·ot be an adv1Bable 
action. 

MR. GRIMES-Might I ask the Min
ister of Justice while we are on the 
vote for the Labrador Boundary if 
tl1is matter is likely to be finished 
this year? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF' JUSTICE 
-For the information of the House I 
may say tl1at the colony's case is com
p] eted. At present we are awaiting 
for the Canadians to have their's 
completed for the exchange of cases. 
I do not know when tl1is will take 
place. When Canada is ready I sup
pose. After that there will probably 
be counter cases arising out of the 
first cases. Therefore I think that it 
is impossible to have the. case finished 
this year. Newfoundland's position is 
that she is advanced as far as possi
ble. 

MR. GRIMES-There wa.s a vote 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
'vas informed by Dr. ·Burke that this 
' rote of one. thousand dolla·rs for li
braries was not required and it ha.'"' 
tl1erefore not been put in the esti-
mates. 

/ 

MR. GRIMES-I would · like to ask 
while. vve are on the vote for the out
port relieving officers what is ·being 
done about the small merchants in the 
various outports who have advanced 
supplies at the instance of the. reliev
ing officers and are still unpaid? I do 
not know wl1at is being done but you 
cannot expect these men who · have 
distributed relief to have to wait for 
five or six months to be paid. A it 
everybody knows it is difficult enough 
t(> do business at the best of times 
"'"ithout having to wait four or five 
months. 

HON. THE COLONIA'L SECRE
TARY- There is no money. There is 
a large sum to be paid to these m.er
cl1ants, but we were avvaiting legis
lative sanction for the payment of 
these accounts. We cannot pay the 
money because we 11a,re not got it. We 
11ave no authority to pay the money 
a11d we have no money to pay. It was 
i1ecessary to obtain a temporary loan 
from the .Bank of Montreal to meet 
pressing needs of the various dis
tricts. Just as soon as posible that 
money will be paid. 

lVIR. SCAMME'LL-Do I gather from 
the Colonial Secretary tl1at there is 
quite a lot of money due these out
port business people? 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-Quite a lot, yes. 

MR. GRIMES-Mr. Chairman, that 
is where the Minute of Council co1nes 
in. Supposing for · example~ that an 
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extreme occasion should arise would 
it be necessary to hold it o'rer for four 
or five months for the House to open 
to relieve the situation and keep the 
people affected waiting all that time? 
Twenty or thirty thousand dollars is 
not a big enough questio11 to be held 
over like. that for four or five months. 
If the merchants should give the sup
ply it is not right that he should be 
made to wait. It is not easy to· con
duct business along these lines to
day. 

HON. THE CO·LONIAL SECRE
T ARY~! agree with the honourable 
member and I am in sympathy with 
him but this is not our fault. Our 
predecessors should ha 'Te paid these 
bills. I know that the.se should have 
been paid -more promptly before we 
came into office. Since the House was 
C)pening at such an early date it was 
not considered necessary to act llntil 
the supply for this had been passed in 
the regular way by the House. 

MR. GRIMES---When this vote pass
es, . then I presume that these bills 
will be paid. 

\ 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY-Yes these bills will be paid. 

MR. HALFY AR.D-But tl1is vote is 
for regular expenditure and the posi
tion with regard to these amounts 
will be the same as it was two weeks 
ago. 

MR. WARREN:-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to know what N. F. T. 
means and what that vote of $500 is 
for under the vote for Charitable In
stitutions? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
! am just as wise now as I was yes
terday. Although I have made en
quiries about it I cannot find out what 
it means. 

MR. WARREN:-1 had an idea that 
it was f.or training nurses in the Ma
ternity Home. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:
That is the explanation of it. There 

is supposed to be $3,000 given to the · 
Maternity Home· for the .training of 
nurses. There . is $500 under . N . . F. 
Training and $2,500 under Salvation 
Army Maternity H·ospital. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Mr. Chairman, 
I notice that there is no grant in the 
Estimates for the Notre Dame Bay 
Mem·orial Hospital. This Hospital is 
situated in Twillingate and it is a 
climax of ten years' untiring effort: 
About four years ago the people of 
Twillingate sent representatives · here 
to interview the Governme11t and it 
was the intention of the Government 
at the time to give financial support 
a.nnually to the H·ospital as soon as it 
was opened and ready for occupancy. 
In fact I. think they promised a grant 
·of $10,000 per year. About $50,000 al
together was collected for this inst~- . 

tution by the committee in charge of 
it, $20,000 of which was collected from 
the neighb·ourhood of Twillingate 
alone. The population of Twillingate 
is about 4,000 people and Twillingate 
District 26,000 people. In addition to 
that Fogo District has a population 
of 11,000. We feel that this Hospital, 
as it is situated between Twillingate 
and Fog·o and also midway between 
St. Anthony and St. John's, will help 
considerably in taking off the shoul
ders of the St. John's Hospital quite a 
few patients. The idea of the Twil
lingate Hospital will be chiefly one for 
surgery cases, but it will also act as 
an educational centre, and I . !believe 

. that it is the intention .of the Directors 
to have Community Nursing done 
there too. I think, perhaps, that it 
was an oversight that a grant for this 
Hospital was not included in the Es
timates and I would like to see that 
this vote for $10,000 for the N. D. Bay 
Hospital be put in. I feel sure that 
the . Government will give the matter 
favouratile consideration and have this 
vote included in Supplementary Esti
mates. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
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-I have no doubt but that there is 

some correspondence in the Colonial' 

Secretary's Department on the sub
ject matter referred to by the hon
ourable mernber for Twillingate. If 
I remember rightly, I think that the 
grant had to be supplemented by a 
proportionate amount of that 
subscribed for the Hospital. 
that the sa.me thing applied 

already 
I think 
to the 

Harbour Grace Hospital. S•ome money 
was put up by the Government and 
some by the district. However, I will 
find out for the honoura.ble member 
what correspondence there is on the 
matter in my department and shall 
endeavour to have it tabled on to-mor
row. 

Mr. Hibbs :-I would like to 
endorse what the honourable member 
for Twillingate has said in connection 
with that Hospital and I think it 
would be wise for the Government to 
do the best they possibly can in that 
direction. The people have made a 
very laudable effort in the· District of 
Twillingate and in the District of 
Fogo as well to try and get that Hos
pital. There is not an honourable 
member of this House but who knows 
of the discomfort and inconvenience 
caused outport patients who come to 
St. John's to enter the General · Hos
pital. ve·ry often they have to wait 
a considerable while before they can 
gain admission to that institution and 

' 

have to contend with much hardship 
lying around in boarding houses. 
Consequently I think that if the Twil
lingate Hospital was finished and pro
perly equipped, it would accommodate 
the needs of Twillingate and Fogo 
Districts so far as patients for Hos
pital trea'tment is concerned. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
Mr. Chairman, I may say that it is the 
intention of the Government to take 
the matter up in Supplementary Sup
ply. 

MR. HICKMAN:-! understand that 

• 

Mr. Weir started an Institute for the 
Blind here some ti1ne ago. I v.rould 
like to know if that is still in exist
ence, and if so, is there a Govern
ment grant for it? 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
-Mr. Chairman, about two years ago 
Mr . . Weir received a grant from the 
Government of $25,000 to equip and 
put in order that building· known as 
"Waterford Hall" as an Institute for 
the Blind. Mr. Weir left here some 
twelve months ago to go to the United 
States and Canada to try and raise 
some money, and he has not since . 
returned. In the meantime the matter 
is in the hands of a Citizens' Com
mittee and Mr. Gosling and some oth
er gentlemen are managing the thing. 
Lately Mr. Gosling has been in com
munication with Mr. Weir and I think 
certain developments are likely 

1 
to 

take place shortly, ·but I do not know 
what the nature of them are likely 
to be. 

MR. HICKMAN:-Do I understand 
that the annual subscription raised 
. for this undertaking will offset the 
grant of the House? 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
! might say that the grant will be in 
addition to the sutscriptions. 

MR. GRIMES :-Mr. Chairman: In 
reference to the Twillingate Hospital 
it n1ight b J stated that the Govern
ment are ·not in a po·siti1on to vote a 
gr ant for tl1is purpose on the grounds · 
that they cannot afford to· do so. As 
a result of enquiries I have made, I 
fi11d tl1at patients fo·r the Ge11eral 
I-Io·SP·ita1' i11variably have to remain 
here for as long as a mo·nth b?fore 
they can get into the Hospital. T·heir 
board costs $1 pe1r day plus their 
fares to and fro, so· that by the time 
the G·overnment is called upon to pa'' 
money that way on some hundreds of 
p oopl '.J- of poor circ11mstances it 
amounts to a considerable sum at the 
end of the ye·ar. The1refo·re~ I think 
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that the large sum paid on b·oard, 
lodgings and fares care: be applied to 
the Twillingate Hospital and ,save 
much inco·nvenience as W·ell. 

HON. THE CO·LONIAL SECRE
T1ARY :-Mr. Chairman: I think the 
point is well taken by the last .speak
er and I think that the whole Hospi
tal life of this country will have to be 
tho·ro·ughly investigated. We are: to
day "straining at a knat and swallo·w
ing a camel." The General Hospital 
to·-day is a.bs·olutel1y inade·quate for 
the demands that are made on it, 
and demands. are made on it that are 
n·ot 1bonia fide demands. People are 
sent here fr.om the outports with tri
vial ailments that sho·u.Id never be 
sent here. T·hey are forced on the o.f
ficial in charge here and p1ut tn 
bo·arding houses until such time as 
their cases are d1iagnosed. T'he Gov
ernment has been considering if it 
would not be· a better way-instead 
of Mr. Bartlett,, a. very good and ex
cellent O·fficial that he· is, looking 
after patients-to have a medical 
bo,ard o·r a doctor meet patients im
mediately on the1ir arrival and diag
nose their ca.ses, because in that way 
a great deal of mo·ney would be sav
ed, if their ai'lments were of a trivial 
character, they could be sent back 
home without dela.y. The principle of 
the outport H·ospital is a very good 
and a very so·und o·ne, and altho·ugh 
the addit1ional expenditure of a grant 
may appea.r at first blush to· be large, 
I a.m of the strong co·nviction that 
eventually it will mean the opening of 
an Hospital at Hr. Grace, the centre 
of Conception Bay, where peo·ple can 
be treated at less expense and at less 
inco·nvenience than 11aving the1n 
brought o·n to St. Jo·hn's. Pe·ople of 
Conception Bay generally have to 
make a detour by train all round the 
Bay to get to St. John's, whereas with 
the Hosp;ital in Hr. Grace cases can 
be handled more efficiently and 
economically. The same can be said of 

patients of Green Bay. I think, Mr. 
Chairman that the p·rinciple is. a very 
sound o·ne and dese:rves the most 
serious. consideration of the Govern
ment and I understand that the mat-
te1r will be taken up in the c·ourse of 
a few days by the Executive G·overn
ment. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
Mr. Chairman. I would like to say 
in reply to Mr. Grimes, the honour
able member for Twillingate, that the 
Medical Association, at their Conven
tion, here the other day ,1 ap
pointed a deputation to confer with 
the Government with reference to 
the number of people who are sent 
here from different outports and are 
com.pelled to lie up for any length 
of time, and, I might point out, that 
we hope to make improvements in 
that directio·n. 

MR. · SCAMMELL·. :-Mr. -·Chairman. 
Some time ago I asked the Prime 
Minister if it was the intention O·f 
the Government to continue the 
bounty on shipbuilding, and his an
swer was in the affirmative, but I 
notice in the Estimates a substan
tial reduction. May I ask for an 
explanation? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
The explanation is that there is not 
so many ships being built now, and 
there is a drop balance from last 
year. 

MR .. HALFYARD:-Mr. Chairman. 
I notice that the Marine grant is $15,-
000. That amount I understand is to 
be divided up among eighteen dis
tricts per capita. The needs of the 
various districts amounts to ten times 
that sum but any how a half loaf is 
better than no bread. I interviewed 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
a few days ago relative to the spend
ing of the $1300 allocated for the dis
trict of Trinity, and asked him upon 
whose reco·mmendation that money 
would be spent.· He very courteously 
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replied that he was going to supervise 

the spending of all monies coming un

der· his department a.nd he said that he . 

was going to make himself a.cquainted 

with the spending of monies in every 
possible way. This is a very com
mendable idea on his part. He also 
informed me . that if I had any request 
to make on behalf of Trinity district 
that he would be only too pleased to 
give it consideration, but there ap
peared to be a hesitancy on his part 
as to whether recommendations of 
members · of the Opposition for the al
location of moneys to be· spent would 
be strictly adhered to. So far as I am 
concerned, I would be only too glad to 
forward to the Minister any requests 
from Trinity district, b11t I would also 
like for him to consider that I am sup
posed to. have knowledge of that dis
trict, as much or more tha.n, perhaps, 
men who contested tJ;iat district for 
the first time in their lives. The ques
tion was brought up in the House last 
year by the then members of the O·p
position and who are in this House 
now, as to what was the intention of 
the . Government of that day with re
ference to the allocation of monies for 
the various districts, and the question 
was asked would the elected repre
sentatives have charge of the spend
ing of the moneys. I contend that the 
elected representatives should have 
the right to control the spending of 
all monies allocated and voted in this 
House . for their respective districts. 
That was a right grante.d to us when 
i11 Opposition by the Morris Govern
ment and I am a supporter of that 
principle. I know that some members 
who are now sitting 011 Government 
benches .and who were sitting in the 
Opposition for the past few years will 
agree with me when I say, that when 
they . 11ad occasion to see me with re.
gard to the spending of moneys for 
their . districts that I told them to go 
and do as they liked so far as I was 
concerned because they were respon-

sible to their constituents, and, there

fore, as representatives, I think. they 

would do the best possible with tl1e bit 

of money voted for their districts. · I 
have always believed, although they 
may make mistakes, that they are the 
proper people to administer the af
fairs of their districts and should ·not · 
be interfered with by would be mem
bers of this House. It is only by ac
cident we are here a.nyhow but we 

' ' ' 

a.re here·, and we. have. to assume the , 

rsponsibility for our actions. The 
policy of this Government was "clean 
up, keep clean and a squa.re deal to 
all," and I feel quite sure that the 
Prime Minister will see. that a square 
deal is given to Opposition members 
of this House and their constituents, 
who, unfortunate~y, perhaps, for them
selves, put some of us in this . House 
in Opposition. I may say that so far 

. . 
as Trinity district is concerned the 
people there are quite satisfied \with 
the result as to the perso:r;.iel of ~heir 
rep~esentatives, and I have no . fault 

' ' 

to find with the people in other dis-
tricts throughout the Island who voted . . 
for our opponents. Now I do not want 

' ' ' 

to quote statements that were made 
by mem be~s of the House last year, 
·but I feel sure that the senior mem
bers of the G9vernment will grant the 

. . . 
members of the present Opposition 
the right to allocate the moneys that 
are voted for their districts. With re-. ; 

gard to dismissals and the appoint-
ments of new officials, well that is up · 
to the Government to explain. The Gov-

, 

ernment can do as they like. That is 
their own business. S·ome things the 

' ' 

Government may do may be in the best 
interests of the country, b~t .that · is . 
only a negligible quantity or consid-

. . • t 

eration. When you make new p,ppoint-
ments for the sake of political expedi
ency you are no better and evidently a 
lot worse than the Governments tl1at 

' . 

have gone before you. 

Questions .have been asked by the 
junior members of the Government 

f 
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this session. I am inclined to think 
that the tail is wagging the dog. These 
quesions have been asked for potitical 
reasons. N·othing is to be gained by it. 
Question.s have been asked about con
tracts for coal. I fail to see what good 
can !b_e gained by asking such ques
tions, when the member no doubt is 
in possession of the information. We 
do not want to have resurrected c·oal 
contra9ts for Government institutions 
for the last seven or eight years. Per
haps, I may be regarded as presumpt
UOl,l.S and you may not want any ad
vice, but, at the same time, some of 
us may not be quite as green as you 
may imagine because we have learned 
a little from e~perience and I would 
suggest · to, the Prime Minister and to 
the senior members of the Government 
that they insist that they be done the 
courtesy of seeing these questions be
fore they are put on the Order Paper 
and thus avoid unnecessary friction 
and trouble, because we do not want 
to be here any length of time. If it is 
to improve matters by asking ques
tions, all right. The Opposition must 
ask questions for the purpose of get
ting information · that they otherwise 
cannot get. Anything I had to do with 
coal I am perfectly satisfied to bear 
the responsibility. 

I notice that the Estimate are prac
tically the same as prepared by the 
outgoing Government with some slight 
alterations here and there; but on this 
question of the rights of elected repre
sentatives of the different districts to 
send out grants ·we trust that the Gov
ernment will see that the right thing 
is done. Most of the people in Opposi
tion districts think that we have the 
sa1ne right to send out moneys as Gov
e.rnment mem·bers have. Of course 

-they do not know whether Government 
' or Opposition shall have the right to 

make suggestions · and recommenda
tions then it is up to the Ministers of 
Marine and Fisheries and Public 
Works, respectively, to endorse such 

requests the same being in proper or
der. I would really like for the Prime 
Mini~ter to state, if he· is in a position 
to do so, what is the intention of the 
Government in this respect? 

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH· 
ERIES. 

. MR. CHAIRMAN:-The h·onourable 
member for Trinity said that he came 
to me the other day and that he got 
my decision with regard to Opposition 
candidates getting grants to spend for 
the different districts. I ·might say 
that I was in Opposition for the past 
four years and never got a cent to 
spend in my district. I was a member 
of the Government of Sir Edward (now 
Lord) Morris when Oppbsition mem
bers were allowed the handling of dis
trict grants on the terms that every
body got a square deal. · Now so far 
as the money voted for the Northern 
districts for the past four y~ars· , is 
concerned, I would like to say that 
none other than F.P.U. people got it. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Do you include 
Trinity district? ' 

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH
ERIES :-I am speaking particularly 
of Bonavista, the district that . I have 
the honour to represent, and I will 
make the statement now that nine out 
of every ten dollars that was granted 
for that district was received through 
the hands of the Union. Any other 
man could not get a solitary dollar, 
even if it was to keep him from starv
ing. Last Fall the sum of $1200, Poor 
Relief money, was sent to Wesleyville, 
my own home town, to help out starv
ing families and just because the ma
jority of those men who comprised the 
Road Board happened to be Opposition 
supporters at that time a Commission 
was appointed to handle the grant and 
every man who was put on that Com
mission was a Union man, with the 
result that non-Union men's families 
got nothing. I know of a case in 
which one man whose family was 
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stav~ng . a.nd who went to a comm·on 
• 

. s~n~e Union .man and appealed to him 
~9r help. He was given forty barrels 
of gravel . with which to do public work, 

' . ~ " . . . 

but the very, next day it was taken 
from him again. Do you think, Mr. 

c . ' ' ' 
Cha1r'mail, that men of that type are 
fit to be allowed th.e distribution of 
public monies. From the· records of 
m·y ·department I know that bulls were 
sent ·out under grants for Marine 
wo·rks. I was asked the other day by 
the Auditor General a·bout those bulls .. 
I ·could give him an answer alright, 
but I did not· want to. I have another 
instance in my offi'ce -in which $100 
was · sent out for the· purpose of mak
ing a collar for a tickle at Musgrave 
Harbor. - I found since that this was 
for 100 fathoms of chain that was 

• 

never put out. Now I know that the 
member for Trinity is asking for what 
is right for his district. There is $15000 
to go out this' year· and · as ·far as 1 am 
concerned · I have an official who will 
go from my department and · examine 
every public .work necessary to be 
done. He will make his recommenda
tions to the Road Board and see that 

' all work is carried out satisfactorily. 
' I have no objections to the honourable 
member for Trinity making recom-

, 

mendations. If he makes a recom-. 
mendation that is good, and if the peo-
ple are in need, and if there is money 
to the credit of his district, I shall be 
only too pleased to. see that the grant 

' -
will be sent out. That is why I say 
that people of the Northern districts 
are getting a square deal to-day what 
they did not get durtng the past four 
years. I am not placing the blame on 

. ' 
the members but on the people to 
whom the money grants used to be 
I ' • 

sent to:· 
·, 

·So Mr. Chair'man that is my reason 
for not allowing any one to come 

; 

down · to my Department, · and order 
·me o'r authorize me to send out one 
hundred, or one thousand dollars with
out I know · were the money is going 

and also if there is a need for it. There 
are requests for grants coming in to
day and how am I to know that it · i·s 
being spent in the proper way? Orders 
are coming in for lumber at $50.00 and 
$60.00 per thousand feet, but I am ·not 
going to allow any of those orders to 
be paid until I have satisfied myself 
that the order was proper; and tl1at it 
had been spent or used ·in the way 
that it should have been. ·S•o long as ' I 
am the custodian of ·the money in my 
department, not one cent will · be paid 
out, without there being an actual 
need for same, and also that vouchers 
will be produced for every dellar spent. 

MR. HIBBS:-Mr. Chairman, I am 
very pleased to hear the Hon. Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries expound such 
principles. I wonder will he practice 
them? I agree with him to sotne ex
tent, but I want to remind hi-m ' that 
the practices that he complains of do 
not apply . entirely to the Opposition. 
The Government members are the 
greater sinners in this respect. · He 
speaks of the purchase of a bull !by 
the Marine & Fisheries Department, I 
do not know of any case where that 
department made any such purchase, 
but I d.o . know of a case where a bull 
was sent down to Fogo District. Mr. 
Corbett Rendell of Ba.rr'd Island, was 
the keeper. It was a fine specimen, but 
he was only allowed $75.00 per year 
for his expenses, which did not at all 
reimburse him for his trouble nor was 

\ 

it sufficient to maintain the animal. 
We could not get the money from the 
Department of Agriculture & ;t\fines, 
so I asked the Department of Marine 
& Fisheries to transfer $140.00 from 
storm damage account to the Depart
ment of . Agriculture & Mines, so that 
Mr. Rendell's bill could be squared. 
Now, if the Agriculture Board · w·ould 
do their duty it would pay back that 
$140.00 to the Department of M'aririe 
& Fisheries and thus square the ac
count. 

' . 

Now, with regard to that chain the 

I 
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Minister of Marine & Fisheries speaks 
of, I happen to know the facts about 
t~at, altho,ugh ~. pid not send it down. 
I think. it is very unfair for the Min
ister of Marine & Fisheries to refer 

. . i "" 

to it as he has. 

The trouble was that the chain was 
not long enough to reach across the 
Tickle of Musgrave Hr. where it was 
s'ent ·for the purpose of mooring craft. 

' ' 

As the Hon. Members are aware, Mus
grave Hr. is not a very safe place for 
a schooner, and by putting this chain 
across the Tickle, it would affo~d a 
means for vessels to moor while load-. ; 

ing or discharg~ig. It is now a matter 
of getting a few dollars to extend the 
mooring chain and complete the job. 

With reference to the vote . for the 
Block Hous~, I notice that the grant 
this year is $70.00 less than last year, 
and I would like to know how this 
saving can be effected. I would ask 
Hon. gentle.men to go up and have a 
look at this historic tower and see its 
conditions. There is something wrong 
up there, for it is certainly no credit 
to the city or to the country. A great 
numl er of tourists or strangers visit 
the place in Summer, as it has a cer
tain historical interest, but the place 
is in such ai wretched condition that . it 
is _an eyesore to all who visit . it, 
whether they are tourists or local peo
ple. I do not blame the keeper, . for I 
think he is deserving of a little more 
salary than he is getting at present, 
and would ask the Minister of Public 
Works to give this matter his atten-

. ' 

ti on. 

Just one more word to the Minister 
of Marine & Fisheries. 1 am g·oing to 
serve notice on him now that I intend 
' 

to approach him to-morrow with re-
. ' 

gard to certain matters in the 'inter-
est of Fogo District. The slips for the 
Offer Wadhams for instance, those are 
badly needed tllere, and they would 
be of very great benefit to the people, 
not only of Fogo district, but of Bon
avista as well, and I am going to ask 

him not only to be courteous, but to 
co-operate with me in attending · to a 
few very urgent matters which I have 

I \. , 

already brought to his notice. 

I w·ould like to endorse what the 
Honourable Member for Twillingate 
has said in connection with assistance 
for the hospital at Twillingate town, 
and I think it would ·be wise for the 
Government to do the best they pos
s'ibly can in that direction. The people 
have made a very laudable effort in 
the district of Twillingate and in the 
district of Fogo as well to ·build and 
get that Hospital equipped. There is 
not an honourable mem;ber of this 
House but knows of the discomfort and 
inconvenience caused outport patients 
who come to St. John'-s to enter the 
General Hospital. Very often have to 
wait a considerable · while before they 
can gain admission to that institution 
and have to contend with much hard
ship lying around in boarding· houses. 
In view of this, I think that, if that 
Twillingate Hospital was finished and 
properly equipped it would accom
modate the needs of Twillingate, Fogo 
and other northern districts, relieve 
congestion here to a great extent, and . 
would prove an inestimable boon to 
the people of the North. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:-
.. 

Mr. Chairman, I may say that it is the 
intention of the Government to take 
the matter up in ·supplementary Sup-

. ' 

ply. 
; 

MR. HIBBS: -Thank you. 

MR. CAHILL : -Mr. Chairman, I 
would here like to 'respectfully declin~ 
to accept Mr. Halfyard as my instruc-

. . ~ 

tor on etiquette in this House. I have 
appreciated very much in a general 
way the tone of. the speeches ·of ' the 
Me1nbers of the Opposition, but there 
is one thing that I would like to say, 
and that is, that they forget that things 
are not al ways done in the same way. 
They seem to want us to start an en
tirely new book. I do not propose to 

I 
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take either orders or advice from the 

Member for Trinity. It is the privilege 

of the Members of the House to ask 

questions of the Ministers of the Crown 

in a formal way, and thereby bring 

out necessary 'information. Mr·. Half

yard was probably serving in a far dif-
1 

ferent administration during his term 
' 

of office, from that which is in office 
to-.day. I do not . doubt but that Mr. 
Halfyard laboured under the crack of 
the whip very often, but things on the 
Goyernment side of the House to-day 
are very different from those with 
which Mr. Halfyard was acquainted. 
I would like to say that times are 
changii;ig, and th~t junior Members 
have their rights, as well as the sen
ior ones. Whilst I have every respect 
for the Prime Minister, and the last 
thought in my mind would be to offer 

' ' , 

the slightest suggestion ·of discourtsery 
to him, whilst I, in common will all 

' ' 

members on the Gover:Q.ment side of 
the House, have every confidence in 
him, whilst we have every confidence 
in the Executive Government, yet the 
ordinary members retain perfect free
dom of speech and action and .are ab
solutely independent. Mr. Halfy~rd 

said that he was not ashamed of his 
part in the coal contract of last year, 
but if not he ·certainly should be 
ashamed of what the Minister of Mar
ine and Fisheries has just exposed. I 
intend to exercise my pr·erogatives as 
a Member of this House when I feel 
like it without reference to the Mem
ber for Trinity. I am pleased at the 
way the .. Opposition are treating the 
business of the House, and I hope that 
moderation and harmony will prevail. 

l ' ' 

MR. HAL.FYARD:-;Mr. Chairman, 
with respect to the speech of the hon. 
member for Hr. Main, Mr. Cahill, he 
said that I shou.ld be ashamed of the 
statements made by the hon. member 
for Bonavista, but I do not know of 
anything that I should 1be ashamed of. 
There is nothing so far as I know that 

I did while in office that I am ashamed 
of. 

MR. CAHILL: -I ref erred to the 
facts mentioned by the Hon. Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries when he said 
that grants for the district of Ban
avista went through the hands of and 
were handled by F.P.U. men. 

'MR. HALFYARD:-I am not asham
ed of anything that ·has been done, 
and it does not behove any members 
of this House junior or otherwise to 
speak of my connection with the F.P. 
U.; my 'connection was entirely an hon
ourable one. Does it follow that· be
cause they were members · of the F.P. 
U. they shpuld not have anything to 
do with public affairs? · 

I beg to sa.y Mr. Chairman that a 
great number of the members of this 
House do not know, nor have they any 
idea of the workings of the F. P. u., 
otherwise they would not speak ·as 
they do. The F. P. U. has done as much 
good for this country, as · any other 
organization. I would here like to re
fer to the speech of the hon. member, 
Mr. Cahill, when he said "that the 
party whip had been c·racked over ·us 
and that we were as blind slaves, and 
that they were not going to be led or 
driven by it." Now I can only say that 
that must 1be the backwash of speeches 
made· by the hon. member during the 
recent elections in the District of Hr. 
Main. We on this side of the House 
who have been connected with the 
Union have been just as independent 
as some of the members on the other 
side of this House will be in the work
ings and procedure of their party. 

MR. HICKMAN:-! beg to ask Mr. 
Chairman if the packers pay for the 
lobster labels printed -by the Govern
ment? 

THE HON. MINISTER MARINE & 
FISHE·RIES:-Yes they do. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Chairman, 
while on this vote I would like_ to take 
advantage to speak a few words con-
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cerning the Agriculture & Mines De
partment. There are certain licenses 
to fishermen to operate saw mills 
within :the three mile limit, and the 
cut is limited to· 10,000 feet. There is 
a royalty payable on the cut of lumber 
and shingles sawn, but this royalty , 
in a 'great number of cases has not 
been paid and the amounts are still 

' \ 

owed the Agriculture & Mines Depart-
ment, and · at the present time owing 
to the decrease in lumber the small 

- ' 
mill owners find it impossible to pay 

' 
the royalty and run their mills with-
out going into debt and they may have 
to close down their mills within the 
next few ·months. I hope that the 

' 
Government will give this matter their 
earliest consideration. 

1 

MR. HIBBS:-. Might I ask with re
gard to -that twelve hundred dollars, 
if it is the intention of the Govern
ment to employ a permanent carpen
ter at the Fever Hospital? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:-
' 

No. I do not tl;link. That will likely 
be a drop balance. It was put in, I 
think by the late Government, and we 
allowed it to stay in. 

MR. HIBBS:-I am glad to see that 
the Government is launching upon an 
extensive road policy. That is not the 
point, however, that I rose to speak 
upon. I notice here, that there is a 
vote of ten thousand dollars, which is 
called Motor .Association Grant. Of 
course, that is an· error, because there 
is no such thing as a Motor Associa- . 
tion Grant; it merely means the Road 
Commission Grant. Also, I was going 
to call the attention of the Govern
ment to the fact that in 1921, in con
nection with the Act for the Main
tenance of Certain Public Roads, ther·e 
was , some discussion as to whether a 
vote of eight · thousand dollars should 
be granted. Some members of the 
Opposition then, who are at present in 
the Government, asked to have that 
cut, but it was finally kept in. Some 

• 

gentlemen, I am not sure whether the 
present Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, and the Colonial Secretary were 
not amongi?t them, said-alright, they 
were quite satisfied to let it go, pro
vided the sum was spent in S•t. John's 
East and West. That was not the in
tention in granting this sum to tlle 
Road Commission, ·but rather that it 
should be spent as needed wherever 
the Road Commission was· operating. 
I mean, the Act of 1920 does not spe
cify that the money should be spent 
in St. John's East and West; but when 
the question of the Motor taxes came 
up, there was some discussion as to 
whether that amount should be drop
ped or not, and then some members 
of the Opposition agreed to let it go, 
if it were spent in St. John's East and 

• 
West; and I think it was only under 
stress that that was put in. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:-
-

May I ask if you have any recollec- · 
tion of that money being spent in St. 
John's East and West? 

MR. HIBBS:-'No. · But I think that 
when it was spent 1by the Road Com
mission it was spe.nt where it was in
tended to be spent. It was not intend.:. 
ed that that money should be spent in 
St. John's East and West, but you 
held us up, and I thought half a loaf 
was beter than no bread; so · I ac
cepted that. I think your sense of fair 
play will show you that it would hard
ly be fair to confine it to St. John's 
East and Wes't, but it should be spent 
all around Conception Bay. 

MR. GRIMES :-I should like. to ask 
the Prime Minister, who represents 
Bonavista District, if there has been 
any change of Ferryman at Salvag.e 
Arm? 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-! do 
not remember if there has been. 

MR. GRIMES:-! would like to ask 
Mr. Russell, as Minister of Public 
Works if there has been any such 
change? 
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MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:- me the courtesy of having a chat with 
To use a common expression-I do not him. 
recollect. 

MR. HIBBS :-I would like to di
rect the attention of the Minister of 
Public Works to the fact that there is a 
vote of $125.00 for Ragged Harbor, at 
page 89. The ferryman there is no~ 
atile at present to do the work for that 
sum-he could hardly do it f·or two 
hundred dollars, ·because he has to de
vote all his time to that work, and is 
pot able to do any fishing- any other 
'York at all. He must be right there 
on the spot all the time, in case any 
person comes along. I would suggest 
that tbe vote be increased to two hun-

. ' 

dred dollars. I would ask the Prime 
Minister to be good enough to _give the 
matter his attention. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-! would 
like to say that this matter has al
ready struck me, and these votes to 
ferrymen seemed to me in some cases 
to be ridiculous. I may say that when 
I was in Bonavista Bay with my col
leagues, Mr. Win.sor and Mr. Little, I 
wa~ very much struck with a little 
Fe1 ry at Braggs Island, where the 
ferryman is paid thirty dollars a year. 
This man was sitting at the end of a 
small ferry, a man who had apparent~ 
ly been crippled from youth. His house 
looked ·more like a dogs kennel than 
that of a dwelling house. The man ~as 
unable to walk, and was climbing 
down on , his hands to get to the boat 
and ferry the people across. '1 said 
that I would endeavour to get him a 
better place than that, and I think it 
is a disgrace to be paying thirty dol
lars a year for any kind of work. I 
think that the $125.00 is equally ridi
culous. These matters shall certainly 
be looked into, and given attention. 

MR. HALFYARD:-With regard to 
the District around Snook's Harbor, I 
would like to ask the Minister of Pub
lic Works who is as well acquainted 
with the particulars as I am to accord 

MINIS1TE'R OF PUBLIC WORKS:
! may tell Mr. Halfyard that the latch 
string is always out. 

MR. HICKMAN :-I · would appre
ciate it very much, if you would give 
me a better opportunity of studying 
the estimates ·before proceeding fur
ther. I have no object of delaying the 
House, but quite a number of the 
members are not present, and I would 
like them to have the opportunity of 
attending. 

In view of the statement 1 made by 
the Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, that the duty taken off certain 
goods are now put on · again. There 
were duties paid on certain goods up
on the understanding that those duties 
would be refunded, but they were 
never refunded. I would like to ask 

' 

the Hon. Minister of Finance if it is 
the intention of the Government to re
fund these duties? 

HON. MINISTER OF Finance:-It is 
not the intention of the Government 
to refund, as the thing was entirely 
illegal, and as there will be several 
people to-morrow who will have to 
pay duty on these articles, they would 
be at a disadvantage in competing with 
those ·people who had got them in 
free. 

MR. HALFY ARD: -When does this 
take effect? 

MON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
Immediately, because the Minute of 
Council was illegal. 

MR. HIBBS :-I would like to be 
provided with a copy 9f the estimates. 

HON. MINIST'ER OF FINANCE:
! a.m so.rry that you should be· w,ith
out one·, but I will try to get another 
copy fo.r you, and I hope, if you get 
another one, you W!iill hold O·n to it. 

Mr. Speaker rest1me·d the Chair. 

The Chairn1an from the Committee 
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reported that they had considered the 
matter to the,m referre.d, had .passed 
certa.in Resolutions, and asked le,ave 
to, sit .a.gain. 

On . motion this Report 'vu,s receiv
ed and ado,pted, a.nd it was· ordered 
that the, C6mittee have· lea,ve · to sit 

• aga111n. 

Pursuant to, notice, and 011 motion 
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itse1f into a Committee of 
the Whole to cons,ide·r certain ,Re,solu
tions on the subject of tl1e· Confirma
tion of an Agreement between the 
Government and the Newfoundland 

' Milling Comp·any, L·i1mited. 

Mr. Speaker left the Ch.a.ir. 
, 

Mr Puddister too·k the Chair of • 

Committee. , 

FLOUR MILL BILL. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:r
"In moving the House into Comm:it
tee of tl1e Whole to consider certa.in 
Resolutions to confirm an Agre·e-· 
ment entered into between the Go.-v
ernment and , the Newfoundland M·i1ll
ing Company, L,imite,d, I desi·re to 
state that the Agreement '\Vhich 
these Ref;olutions are intended to 
confirm is to a la.rge mea.sure· the 
same as the "\Varren Governme1nt 
had decided to adopt .if . the,y had 
remained in office·. It differs to the 
former Agreement in only a fe:w re
sp,ects, and these I wo,uld l.i1ke to 
point out to those . members in the 
Oppo.sition who gave considera.tio·n 
to the present doc.timent. 

The changes give gre,ater safe
guards to the:1 interests of the Colony. 
Under the former agreeme11t coal 
was allowed .in duty fre1e, unde,r this 
agreement the Company must pay 
the duty on coal as well as other 
man uf.acturers. 
I would like to say that the promoter 
o.f this industrial enterpr·i1se is Mr. R. 
H Palmer a N ewfo,undla11der born in . ' ' ' 

Tr.inity Bay. He has made a complete 

study of the Flour Milling industry, 
and. being .anxious to do someth.ing f'or. 
his n3itive . land. has 'i1nte·rested Capital
ists abroad to inve.st in a. co,mm·er
cial enterprise, .wh.ich if succes~ful . 

must be of . great be·nefit to the 
Country. He h.as pla.ced h.is propos
als before the Board of Trade, in St . . 
John's, and I understand they hq,ve 
met the approval of the majority . of 

' ' 

that body._ 
' , 

The proposition is to build a fire 
proof milling plant of reinforced 
C()Ucrete throughout for 2,000 bar-
rels capa.c.ity, divided into two units 
each of 1,000 barrels capacity · per 
24 hours, together w,ith the ,. neces.., 
sary boi.le·r house, warehouse and 
reinf arced concrete gra.i1I). elevator of 
500,000 bushels cap~,city . equipped , 
with marine leg ca,pable of handling .. 
12,500 bushels per hour. T11e · mill 
bu:ilding will be e,ight stories hig~ . 
with an addiition of one end . three 
sto·ries high for lOGker rooms, tool 
roo,ms and a motor room and on 
the other end an addition two stories 
high, one story of which is . devoted. 
to warehouse and one· story to O' •· 

fices. On each end of the mill 
build:ing there is to· be rei1nforced a 
concrete· stair tower, so that . there 
will be1 no ope·nings o·r co,mmunica-. 
tion between the various floo,rs. 
This is for fire protection. In one 
stair tower it i:s propo.sed to put a 
push button electric elevator. Ad
joiini·ng the mill pro·per, which will 
commence, on the third. floor, will be 
8. grajn cleaningi house, which will be 
d1iivided from the m.ill by a fire w.all. 
The packing and ware,house wi:ll be 
devoted to the t'\VO lower flo·ors. The 
whole· of this plant will be· equip,ped 
w:ith the latest and most modern 
machinery, fully equal to, that in a.ny 
mill in Canada or the United States. 

It is ,intended to install i1nitially one 
unit of 1,000 barrels c.ap,acity· per 
?4 hot1rs. Tb.e additional unit .will be 
installe,d .as soon as dome·stic and for~ 
eign markets warrant same. 
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While the agreement leaves it open 
to 1ts promoters to, establish the plant 
anywhere· .in Newfoundland, I am au
Ll1orized to say tl1a.t if it is approved, 
it has defin;itely been decided to erect 
the mill in St. John's althougl1 tl1e 
actual location has not yet been de
termined. 

The benefits to accrue to Newfound
land as a result O·f the establishment 
of this Mi1ll a.ppear to me to be, as fol
low,s: 

1. The sav,ings in trade balance. 
If the annual impo·rtatio·ns of flour 
amount to. a value of two, to three mil
lion do·llars - in co·st, freight and in
surance paid to outsiders, a very large 
percentage of this expenditure would 
be sa.ved to the country iin la.hour and 
material for packages obtain.able· -in 
the co·untry. 

2. The bye products O·f the mill 
should necessarily provide the coun
try with cheaper feeds thus affe·cting 
the cost of d:iary requirements, meats, 
butter, eggs and other products and 
giv·ing an impetus to fa.rming ente,r
pr:i1se1 generally. 

3. With the o·pe:ratio·n of the, mill
ing company's ele·vator in St. John~s 
it will be possible for importers o.f 
oats to br,ing in same in bulk and 
have them unloaded and sack:ed in 
this elevator and thus afford a con
sii1de.rable re·duction in the co·st of a 
commod.ity of very great importance 
to this country. 

4. About two and a h.alf million 
feet of log measurement lumbe·r will 
be used in the manufacture of pac.k
ages for a stave· .mill to be, erected ad
jacent to· a supply of timber, and th.is 
1nust necess.arily give considerable 
employment and p·rove of a consider
able be,nefit to the, lumber·i1ng inte·r
ests of the Colony. 

5. The e·stablishment of a flour 
mill would ensure· that under fair and 
legitimate comp·etition w1th outside 
interests, the people will not be 
charged undue· prices for the essen
tials of li.f e. 

6. The plant corr1p:leted wi1ll cost 
about $650,000.00 and $15,000.00 only 
is to· be spent in machinery, the bal
ance· will be expended 1in labour and 
m.aterial, a considerable portion of 
which would be O·btained locally, a 
great boon to this country under pres
e·n t conditions. 

7. At least 100 to 150 men would 
be employe·d in the1 operat::Uon of the 
pla.nt when completed, to· say not~ing 

------o·f the hundreds who will re·ce.ive 1in-
direct bene·fit there.from in the cutting 
of co·operage lumber and the trans
port . of same to hea.dqu.arters. . 

"I c·omme·nd the, Agre·ement to the 
approval of the House.'" 

' 
HON. T'HE LEADER OF THE OP-

POSITION~As thi1s is the first time 
we have seen the bill we would .like 
to 1001k is ove·r. I wo·uld also ask if 
any stipulati1on has been made as to 
the location of the mill. 

HON. THE PRIME MINiSTER
No· stipu'latio·n has been made. 

HON. T'I-IE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITION- I think that Harbor Grace 
would be a . suitable· place but . feJt 
sure that the !location was to be St. 
John's. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIST'ER-· As 
a matter of fact I would hav·e no o·b
je·ction to seeing it in Bonavista Bay 
but I thi1nk from Mr. Palme·r that St. 
J :ohn's has been pro·ctically decided 
on as the site. 

Mr. Speake·r res.ume·d the Chair. 

The· Chairman from the c :ommittee 
repo·rted that they had co·nside·red the 
matter to them referred , had made 
some pro·gress and aske·d leave to sit 
gaain to1-morrow. 

On Motion this Report was received 
and ado·pted, and it was ordered that 
the Commiittee have1 leave to sit again 
O·n to·-morr·o·w. 

OR,J)ER.S OF THE DAY. 

HON. T1HE CO·LONIAL SECRET
ARY-Mr. Chairman, in rising to 

• 
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mo·ve the second readi11g of Bill e·n
titled, "An Act resp·ecting tl1e De
partment of Public Printing · and 
Stationery," I would like to point out 
that owing to an error of some o:ffi
cial only typewritten copies are avail
able for ·distribution. 

You will notice from Para.graph 3 
that the appoint1nent and powers of 
the l{.i1ng's Printer are defined. In 
moving the second reading I think 
tl10 House -vvill agree that this step 
is in no way designed to pla.ce those 
previol1sly intere·sted in the publica
tio,n of tl1e Offici1al G:azette in a disad
·vantageous position. The obje·ct . of 
this Bill is to see that the large 
amounts expended formerly in this 
directio·n are bro,ught under control 
and prnperly a.ccounted fo·r. There 
h·a.s bee11 muchi discussion as to public 
printing and expenditure under that 
h <"\·ad. I do not kn·ow the deta.ils but 
I do know wl1ere debts for the pub
lication of debates, etc. 'vere paid for 
in full by the I-Iouse: and the work 
ne·ver co·mpleted. T·o·-day the name 
Klng's Printer is a misnomer as we 
have i10 st1cl1 o·fficial. We 11ave the 

\ 

Trades Printers & Publis.her·s who 
ha,ve acquired the ri,ghts from a fam
ily who printed the Ro·yal Gazette for 
a century or more and I say now in 
!l1stice to Mr. Thistle and tho·se who 
are engaged in. the printing that the 
'vo·rk 'vas never done more satisfac
+.orily. I say tl1is in justice to them 
l)ec£tus.e since I have been Co'lo·nial 
Secreta,ry--an(l our dep.artment comes 
jn close touch \Vith them-we have 
ra<l e-.:.re·rv s.atisfaction. The official . ~ 
to tie appointed now will be under the 
control o.f tl1e Colonial Sec·retary and 
his dt1ty will be to give good value 
for the mo·ney spent. All printing 
will be put out to tender as far as 
practicable· and it is not tl1e intention 
of the go·vernment to n1ake it a nTat
ter t ,etween one class of printers 
and another if the present parties 
are prepared to continue at the, right 

price I say "co.ntinue" as heretofqre. 
Another matter is that special publi
cations; such as ·' the Hansard, Census·, 
J our·nal, etc., which the Government 
have to print, will be put out to ten
der and the printing o·f same awarded 
to· the one whose tender i•s lowest and 
most acceptable. 

The printing of the debates of tl1e 
I-louse will also be attended to· in like 
manner. We admit that w·e took a 
wrong step in attempting to introduce 
a system of giving a digest of the dis
cu.ssi1ons here and we will be glad to 
g·o back to· tl1e old systeiJ!. The prin~ 
ting bill last year was over $100,000 
and when I give the lists of these ac
co·un ts you will all 'see th~at there will 
be great economy by the con;solidation 
of orders. The practice has been for 
various departments to give different 
printers orde:rs for wo·rk and they 
have had to accept the bill se~~t in 
without any previous arrangement o·r 
consider·ation of the price or quality 
of the job. I11stead · o·f this printers 
will now l1ave to some to the proper 
official who will compile all work · of 
the one kind into one order, thereby 
insuring the lowest pos1sible price be
cause o.f nothing else but the large
n.ess. of the order and the competition 
in tendering for the work in this way. 

That is a well known experience 
with business m 0n. The larger the 
order the cl1eaper. Th·at suggestion 
sh.ou'ld recommend itself to the fav
ourable con1sideration of this House. 
If all re,quirements a1"e bought in 
one large ordor and tenders asked W8 

'vill save ten tho11sand dollars in the 
course of a year. The same thing 
could be done with reg·ard to the stat
ionary. T\o-day the system that js 
adopted is that each department make 1 

out a list of the stationery required. 
They send acro1ss to England o·r to 
C1a.nada or the States and get their 
stationa.ry or purcha.se locally. Since 
the order is compar1atively small 
the·refore they pay a high price on 
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all o·ccasions. In this Bill we con
template bri11ging together all re
quirements in one large order. Or
de·r,s w-ill b.e tendered fo·r and samp
les submitted and thereby we will 
make a very large S'a.vin.g in thi:s dir
ection. I will now read the state
ment, that I informed the House some 
time ago I was having made, with re
gards to .the amounts spe·nt fo·r print
ing during the past year 1923-1924. 
The

1 
tot:a.l amo1unt spent for p.rinting 

and stationery is $135,000.00. 
. I 

T'he Auditor Ge1neral referred to 
this matter and he says our yearly 
bill for printing and stationery is al-
together too· great. $100,000 spent in 
printing and advertisements is mean
ingless extravaganc~. With regard to 
question o.f advertising, under the au
tl1ority· o.f the Government, I have is-, 
sued orders to all departments that 
advertis_ing is to cease, except that .. 
required: under statutes. No more. ad-
vertising in a spasmodic manner. Fvr
eign advertising is particul.arly to gcJ. 
We PaY quite a sum annually on this 

read a second time and referred _to 
a committee of the whole house to-, 

morrow. 
Pursuant to order and on motion of 

Hon. The Colonial Secretary th.e Bill 
entitled "An Act respecting the de
partment of Public P'rinting and 
Stationa.ry''' \Vas read for a second 

, . , 

time and it was · o·rdered that the said 
Bill be refe·rred to a Committe·e of 
the Wh,ole House on to-morrow. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE-· 
TARY:-In the absence of · the Min. 
of Agriculture and Mines who, I un
de·rstand, is ill, I wish to present. a 
certain report from his de.partment. 

MR. WARREN:-. I beg to · ask that 
tl1e Governn1ent lay on the table 6·r 
the House a statement showing all 
pa,yments of loan.s which have been . 
mad 9. this )rear and by whom made. 

. -
MR. HICKMAN:-Some of the O'p-

po·sition are not quite clear as to· the 
publicatio·n o.f debates. I have be-

• 

fore me· ~ verbatim repo·rt but we 
\V·OUld also like to see the· digest. As 

a.ccount. Some advertising 11as been fas as publishing the H 1ans.ard goes 
running for fifty years., a11d not a sin
gle p1erson has visited tl1e co1111try 
on acco·unt of these aclverti [:em1..~ntR. 

Make a clean :S\veep if tl1e· interest of 
tb.e colony demands it then again take 
the matter up and re-consi(ler it 1f 
ne·cessary. I feel sure, Mr. Sp<~~:tke.r, 

th·a.t the: Ho·use will app·reciate the ef
fort of the Go·vernment. In 1naking 
t.bis appointment we are not, as 11~ts 

bee·n general'ly reported, cr2ating· a 
new department. We are mer·ely 
creating an official. 

His qu,alifications must be such that 
he will have a thoro·ugh kno·wledge of 
the printing business. He must be a 
man of business attainment; he must 
be capable and in a position to· ad
vise the Minister as to what tender 
should receive consider:a.tion. It can 
be done, with very little cost. I hope 
the bil1 will be. pri11ted in due form 
and in pre:senting it I ask that it be 

that is a record. There are two pa
piers that have a large circulation 
that are supporting the Government. 
They print speecl1es by both sides. 
T'he speeches of those on this side are 
not properly repo·rted. Many things 
are put in that s.hould be left out and 
ma.ny things are left out that should 
be put in. We should be given the 
privilege of seeing the digest or some 

.. 

agreement mac1e for the digest. We 
have made some comp1la,i11ts about 
th.is before:, and reported in the Gov
ernment papers as saying that if the 
financial conditio·n of the country did 
not improve we were likely to be in 
confederation "rith tl1e United States. 
I did not say any such thing. I think 
that we should see the digest befo·re 
publicatio,n. 

MR. HIGGINS:-Nothing in the of
ficial .digest is for the city papers. 
It is a matter- for the papers them-
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selves. · P~articular interest . is attach
ed to a p.articular sp-eech. An ·Official 
digest, is made for the , weekly papers. 
The hansard will be prepared in the 
usual · way. T'his is not referred to. 
What appe·ars in the News .and T·ele
gram . is their ·own report for which 

' . 

they are not paid. 

MR. HICKMAN :-I understo·od at 
the . beginning that the papers sup
po·rting the Go·vernn1ent were paid so 
much. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:-. 
That has now ceased. 

HON~ MINISTER OF FINANCE:~ 
I give notice that I will on Thursday 
move tl1e House into a Committee of 

. . 

the Whole on Ways and Means. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
! give notice that I will on to-morrow 
ask leave to introduce a Bill re
g·arding the Rules and Regulations 
of the ·Boy Scouts similar to those in 
other countries. 

It was · or·dered that when the HouS'e 
rises it adjourn until to-morrow af
ternoon at three of the clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

TUESDAY, July 22nd, 1924. 

·The House met at three of tl1e· 
clock ·in the afte.rnoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Mr. Speakier, 
· I :tieg leave to present a petition 
from the · people of Harry's Harbour for · 
tl1e erection of a Post Office and for 
a clerk for · it. Also that money be 
a.llocated to · dig a well at Herring 
Neck. I also beg to pre.sent a peti
tion from the people of St. Patrick's, 
asking for the sum of one thousand 
dollars to be expended in exte.nding 
the public wl1arf to allow mail steam
ers and other vessels to call there .. 

Mr. Kenneth Brown. gave notice 
of question . . 

Mr. Hickman gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Scammell gave i1otice of qu.es 
ti on. - ' . " 

Pursuant to n.otice, and on motion 
of the Minister of Marine. and Fish
eries, a Bill respecting the Shipbuild
ing Act was introduced and · read a 
first time, and it was ordered· that 
the said Bill be read a second time 
on to-morro'\v·. 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of F'inance, a 
Bill to amend Chapter 24 of .the Con
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en
titled, "Of Payment of Cer~ain F.ee~ 
and Charges by Stamps," '\\"'as intro
duced and read a . first time, and it · . . ' 

was ordered that the sai~l Bill' be read 
a secon time on to-morro.w. 

Pursuant to notice, and on- motion 
of Hon. the Minister. of' Justice, a B>ill 
entitled, "An Act respe.cting the 
Game and Inland Fisheries Buard,'' 
was introduced and read a first time, 
and it was ordered that· the said Bill . 
be read a second time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice; and on motion 
of Hon-. the Minister" of ·Justice, ·a 
"Bill respectnig the Boy Scouts" was 
introduced a11d read a first time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill . be . . 

read a second time on to-morrow. 
I 

The Chairman from the Committee 
of the Whole on Supply reported cer
tain Resolutions which were read a 
first time, as follows:-

Premium & Management .. $125,000.00 
Civil Government . . . . 50,129.70 

' 

Pensions ..... , . ·. . . . . 76,717.22 
Legislation . . . . . . . . . . 64,658.12 
Dept. of Col. Secretary. . 67 ,179.00 
Dept. of Justice . . . ._ .. 341,479.16 

' 

Dept. of Education . . . . 23,880.00 
. Dept of Public Charities 376,861.71 
Dept. of Mar. & Fisheries 333,5~9.39 
Dept. of Agricul. & Mines 66,690.0Q 
Dept. of Public Works .. 938,098.57 

The said Resolutions being read a 
. Mr. Warren gave notice of question. second time .. it was moved and sec-

-
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onded that the House cortcur with · the 
Committee therein, and the said Re
solutions were - agreed to. 

NOTICE OF QUESTION. 

MR. SCAMMELL-Asked Hon. the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if 
the Dredge ·Priestman is now in 
Commission and if so where she is 
operating at present; also to giv·e a 
statement showing when she was first 
commissioned this season, what work 
has been performed by her and what 
is the number of her crew at present. 

MIN. OF MARINE & FISHERIES: 
-Mr. Speaker, for the information 
of the gentleman on the other side I 
may say- that the dredge Priestman 
iH now in commission at Bell Island 
at $120 per day. She was commis-. 
sioned previous to my coming into 
office. She was hired at the rate of 
ejghty dollars per day previous · to 
my coming here. I considered that 
this was insufficient and when the 
people of Bell Island asked for her 
and were told she wot1ld cost $120 
per day, they agreed to take her. Her 
crew is composed of five deck hands, 
captain, mate, two engineers, a cook, 
steward, and I tl1ink three firemen. 

MR. ASHBOURNE asked Hon. the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to 
lay on the table of the House a list 
showing what supplies have been 
purchased for Lighthouses since 
J·une 15th, 1924, and the names of par
ties supplying same. 

. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHERIES: 
-Mr. Speaker, I may say for the in
formation of the honourable member 
that there has been but little bought 
since I came into the department be
cause a considerable supply had been 
purchased before I came in. How
ever, I wish to lay the statement on 
the table of the House. What is in . ~ 

this was bought before I came here. 
I 

MR. DlJFF asked Hon. the Prime 
Minister if it is the intention of ·the 
Government to give grarits oft , tini-

Iler lands in Newfoundland or Lab

rador to inclividual applicants, or will 

they sell them by tend~r to the hi.gh
est bidder for the benefit of the re-

• • 

venue, and to ·furnish a list of tim-
, ' ' 

ber lands in Newfoundland and Lab-. . 

radar in which rentals have not been 
' 

• I 

HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTER:--
' \ . ' 

Mr. Speaker, in reply to Mr. Duff I 
. ' . 

i11ay say that the Government does 
not intend at present to grant a11y 

timb·er areas ·in Newfoundland or 
Labrador to individual applicants. 
They believe that the policy of put
ting timber limits up for public auc
tion should have been adopted long 
ago. They propose to pursue . that 
policy as far as may be considered 
reasona.ble, giving due consideration 
to the interests of those who are de
veloping industrial enterprises a11d 
have spent considerable money in tb.e 
course of their operations. The list 
of timber lands in Newfoundland a111l 

Labrador on which rentals hav~ not 
been paid is i11 course of preparaljo11 
H.rtd will be tabled to-morrow. 

' 

MR. MOORE :-Mr. Speaker, " in 
connection with question No. 7. The 
Hon. Minister requestecl me to asl; 
that this question be left on the C>r
der Paper as he is too ill to co1ne t0 
tl1e House. 

MR. GRIMES asked Hon. the Col-
. . , 

o~:iial Secretary to lay 011 the tal)le 
uf the Hot1se (a) a statement sho'\v
ihg the number cf persons fro1n each 
c~istrict who c:.:11ne to St. John's for 
et1 tra n<'P t<) I-i:cJspitals for treatm .:.11 t 
c.lu.rlng the caJE-ndar year 1923 and. 
for the six months· of the present 
year; (b) the number from each •iis
trict who a.rrived and could not gai11 
admission on thei1' arrival and fo1· 
"'Thom board and lodging was f)ai1 
t:v the Government. 

' 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
• . .. 

-Mr. Speaker, I referred · this ques-
tion to the Commissioner of Public 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 83 

Charities and the answer will be 
tftbled on to morrow. 

'MR. GRIMES asked 'the Hon. the 
Minister · of Financ·e arid Customs if 
any new appoint1nents l1ave been 
ma:de in. connection with his depart-. . 

n1ent , since he 3iSsumed office, or, are 
' 

in .c.ontemplation of being made, and 
if so wbat are . the reasons therefor. 

HON. -THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 

to what may be contemplated or what 
dismissals are to take place ·I ·can 
give no information. 

. . ' 

MR. WARREN asked the Hon. l\1in-. 
. . . 

ister of Finance and Customs to lay . . 
t1pon the table of the Ho11se a state-
ment showing all payments made. . ' ' 

from the loa.n raised this· year and 
I ' ' ' ~ 

for what object the payments were 
made and to whom. 

-Mr. Speaker, in reply to the hon- .,.• · 
ourable member I may say that there HON. THE MINISTER OF ,FINA.NCE 
have been no n~w appointments made -The present position of the· 1923 ,, 
in the Custom House. With regard loan stands as follows:-· . i , .. 

. ' 

Fe}?. 22-Cheque to retire Tempory DeBenture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,800,000.00 
Mar. 15-Cheque to signature Compa.ny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 35.20 
Mar., 19-Draft for

1 
the American Bond Note Co. printing interims . 461.68, 

Mar. 25-Sending cables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 129.42 
April 4-Glynn, Mills, Currie, Holt ~ Co. stamps duty etc,,,., 2149-

15-9. (British Loan) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,469.82 
30.58 April 5-N ewfoundland Express Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • . ,. . 

April . 11-American Bank Note Co. (Printing Bonds) • • • • • • • • ·2,227.78 
1,203.96 . 

3.90 
100,000.00 

. . 
' ' ' 

April 24-Insurance on Bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I . ' 

May-Ca1ble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • 
' 

May 15-Newfoundland Government Railway Operating Account 
' . • 

May 19-Cheque to' Hon. W. H. Cave out of Pocked Expenses to 
\ 

New York re Loan . . .' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,250.00 . ' . 

$1,914,812.34 
, . 

. I 

ITEMISED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES IN RELATION TO TEMPORY 
LOAN, 192·3. . . 

Deficit 1921-1922 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. $ 857 ,861.8t7 
Den cit 1922-1923 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • •• • •• • • • • • • • • 675,529.00 
Militia Expenditure -• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Codfish Refunds • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Balance transferred to Loan, 1923 • • 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE :-With regard to this codfish 
refund I would like to lay on the 
ta.ble of the House· a statement: show
ing where· so:me- of this mone·y has 
go·ne. · In connectto·n with that Io.an 
of· 1923 of three and a. half million 
dollars ,in which the,re wa.s some . little 
misunderstanding or somebo·dY did 
not ·understand wh.at the two millio·ns 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • ' . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 114,044.07 

• • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 115,000.21 

• • • • • • . \ . • • • • • • • • > • • 
' 

37 ,564.85 

$1,800,000.0,0 

• 
was. This two millions was pa!i1d in 
settleme·nt of the ra.ilway tra.nsaction 
of · a past governme.nt. The money was 
r.aised in London and we are .paying 
the·" amount, two million dollars, a.nd 
we a.re paying at the . rate of five1 per 
cent per annum. Th.at is all that we 
have been able to find out about it. 
We don't know how iit was done or 
anything else·.·.·· L·ike a . go·od many 

• 

• 
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more things that have been done· that 
we· know nothing about. 

MR. WARREN:-lt m.akes no dif
ference· how it was done. Instead of 
Pay,ing for the rail way in cash we 
gave· the debentures. T'he Railw.ay 
settlement Bill passed the Ho·use· and 
after it w.as passed .instead o.f pay1ng 
the two millions in cash to the Reid 
Newfoundland Company we gave them 
the bonds. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE: :-And that co·st over nine 
thousand dollars. 

Pursuant to orde·r, and on motion 
of Hon. the· Minister of F.inance·, the 
House resolved into a Committee of 
the Whole on supply. 

Mr. Spe.aker left the Chailr. 

Mr. Puddister took the· Chair of 
Committee. 

Committe·e of Whole on Supply. 

MR. SCAMlVIELL:-tJnder the vote 
for Posts and Telegraphs there is a 
vote for $14,000 for fuel and light. I 
would like to know the explanation of 
that? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE :-The exp1a.nation is thr..,t up 
to now the departme·nt of Public 
Works has always bought coal for· 
the department of Po·sts and Tele
graphs and that amount is being 
transfe.rred so as to allo·w the latter 
depa.rtment to buy their own coa1. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Ch.a·i1rman: 
I understand that the Minister of 
Po·sts and T'elegrap.hs has his own 
Secretary. There 11as always been a 
Secretary to the· Minister; but I do 
not see any new v·ote fo·r a new offi
cial in the Estimates. I am sorry 
that the Min,ister ot Posts and Te1e
graphs is not here now. If he was, 
perh.aps he could e·xp1ain; but I un
derstand that the wish and intenti1on, 
if possible, o.f the Government is to 
make provision in the EstimatO·S for 
all expenditures in connection with 

the civil service· for the , next fiscal 
year. Of course, I can a.pp·reciate 
that between no·w and June 30th next 
year the· Go·vernment may find it ne
cessary to· make new appointments. 

HON. THE MINIST'ER OF -FI
NANCE. :-Mr. Chairm.an: I might say 
that the-. salary for .a Private Secre
tary to the Minister of Po·sts and Te1e
graphs is being pro·v,ided for in Addi-

-
ti1onal Es·timate.s. 

MR. lIALFY ARD: -I am glad to 
know from the· Minister that pro·vi
sion for th1is vote is being provided 
for in Additional Estimate·s bec.ause I 
would like v·ery much, either by wo·rd, 
suggestiio·n or act, to assist the Gov-, 

ernment in carrying out the sugges-
tion of not spe·nding any money that 
is not voted in this House. 

MR. SCAMMELL:~Mr. Chairman: 
While on the question of steam sub
sidies there is one point I would like 
to refer to in particular. 

In answer to .a question asked here 
the other day, the Minister of Posts 
and Telegraphs said that it was the 
intentio·n of the· Government to take 
the Sebastapol off the Bay of Islands' 
route and h.ave he·r replaced by a 
cheaper boat. 

' 

I want to point out to the Go·vern
ment that I trust the sche·dule of the 
new boat will be· ·the same as that of 
the Sebast~pol. Under the Sebasta
pol's schedule she went to Boone Bay 
once a week, and the service was very 
much appreciated. The po·sition now 
i's that we have 11undreds of men fro111 
Bonne Bay and vicinity working at 
the Humber. • 

Naturally a great number are con
tinually go.ing back and forth to their 
homes. They find the .S1el1astapol 
very useful .in this respect as tl1e 
usu.al coastal boat is sometime·s do·wn 
the coa.st a.s much as ten days or more 
especially tn the autumn. 

I should like to say that whatever 
boat plies o·n the Bay· o! Islands' 

• 



HOUSE· OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 85 

route should ·ca:ll .at Bonne Bay. Of 
course, I can well realize that Bo,nne 
Bay can . be supplied with an 1inter
mediate mail from Cu.rl,ing by motor 
bo·at during the summer months. But 
a motor bo.at service while suiting all 
right fo·r m.a.ils, is of little .serv.ice as 
r~gard.s freight and passe·ngers. In 
the Autumn a motor boat 'vill not 
adequately perfo,rm the se·rv.ice, as 
the distance is long and the, co.a.st e·x
posed and very rough. It often hap
pens in the f.all as well, that there i1s 
more freight accumulating at 
Humbermouth that the usual boat 
can take out, and if the. Ba.y o.f Is
lands boat would call at Bo·nne· Ba.y 
it . wo·uld relieve the situation in this 
connection as well. We have· fre
quently kno,vn canes .whe·re freight 
for do·wn the1 co,ast has been left ·at 
Humbermouth because the steamer 
had been pr.actically filled up with 
Bonne Bay fre1i1ght. 

The idea of the boat on the Bay of 
Islands'' r·oute calling . at Bo.nne Bay 
is exceedingly popular with the peo·-. ' . 

ple of Bonne B.ay and vicinity, and I 
merely rose this .afternoon to urge 

, I 

the Governme.nt to ke!ep the schedule 
of the new boat the same as that of 
the Sebastapol, and include :ijonne 
B.ay as a weekly , port of call. 

MR. WARREN:-Mr. Chairman, a 
few days ago I had occasion to ref er 
to the question of the coastal service 
i11 Fortune Bay. I regret ·Very m·uch 
that the Honourable· Minister of Posts 
a.nd Telegraphs is -not .here this af
ternoon. · However; ·~rl1at I have to 
say I will say, because I reprose.nt 
the District of Fortune Bay, and what 
I say will be said for and on behalf 
of every man, woman and child in 
F,ortune Bay. A few diays ago I asked 
a question regarding the removal of 
the S. S. Wren in that Bay and the 
Minister of Posts and T'elegraphs was 
very impressive in his reply. In fact 
so impressive was 11e that he carried 
the galleries, and by the time he had 
sat down he had actually saved $113,-

000 for the taxpayers of this Colony. 
We were told that the Wren was 
taken off be ca use the value of the 
services rendered wa.s not commen
surate with the expenditure, and we 
vrere told that there was going to be 
no steamer engaged on the Northe.rn 
Labrador this year and that was go 
ing to save $25,000. 

. HON. MINISTE:R O·F FINANCE:
M ore like $40,000 will be saved by the 
elimination of the Northern Labrador 
boat. 

MR. WARREN:-We were told by 
the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs 
that the S. S. Sebastopol was taken 
off the Bay of Islands route, that the 

' 
S. S. Glencoe was taken off the South 
West Coast and that altogether there 
~as going to be a saving of $113,000. 
What the people of Fortune Bay and 
the people of the West Coast are go
ing to say and what verdict they are· 
going to give t~e Minister of Posts 
and Telegraphs I do not know. Now 
we were told that there was no steam-
er going to the Northern L~brador · 
this yea.r and we were. told that the 
Wren was taken off the S. W. Coast 
because the expenditure. of running 
lier was out of all proportion to the 

I ' 

s,ervice rendered. Now I picked up 
' ' ' 

tµe Daily News this morning and I 
find an item reading as fo,llows :-. ' 

"The S. S., Wren, . which has until 
rec.ently been on the Fortune Bay 
service leaves on .Thursday to take 
up the Northern Labrador Service 
during the fishing season. Captain 
S. R. .Winsor will be in com
mand, and the ship . will connect 

1with the Meigle at Hope.dale. This 
· route was formerly taken by the 
S. S. Senef.'' 

Now I . would like to ask if the cost 
of that service is going to be ·in· pro
portion to the service rendered? 'The 
Government over which I happene.d 
to preside for a short time decided to 
do away with the vessel on the North
ern Labrador. We took the advfce 
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of , people wl10 were acquainted with 

conditions there and acted uI)o·n it. 

s ·eemingly the norther11 . constitueri-
i ' . 

cies that are represented on the Lab-
• . ~ I • 

rador get everything .they "rant. They 
get steap:iers, railways and _practically 
everyt_hing they want, while the South 
West Coast gets little or nothing. 
Now the. present Gove.rnment were 

' . ' 

returned to power 011 ·the policy of 
' , 

"Clean up, ke.ep clean and a square 
d.eal 'to all." I would like to know 
l1ow it can be explai11ed that the peo
pie. of the ·south West Coast are get
ting· a square deal, and I would like 
to ·know why they should be singl~d 
out by the Government in practising 
their methods of economy. I can 
name plenty of services that do not 
pay.' In fact every branch of the pub
lic service doesn't pay for itself for 
that inatter. For instance does the 
':rrepassey Branch Railway pay for it
self? As far as Fortune Bay is. con
cerned, an· Act was passed in this 
House some years ago for a branch 
line of railway there, and even that 
has b'een denied the people. Let me 
give· a history · of what the people of 
th·e South · West Coast put up with as 
against what the people of the .. North 
put up with. Before the ' year 1909 
Fortune Bay ·was served by sail1ng 
packets. At · that time, under the con
tract· of 1898, nearly· all the other 
bay's in • the 'Island were. served _ by 
railroad or up-to-date coastal boats. 
Later on, under that .contra,ct, the 
Glencoe plied on the South West Coast 
route. , ·Subsequently · the · Bond ad
ministration gave a contract to Bow
rin~gs and the Portia '\Vas put on the 
service. When the · Morris Govern
ment was in power the Susu was 
hired or built to run the Fortune Bay 
service~ but when the contract was 
up -it was not renewed. Then after, 
that the service was performed by 
the . n1ot-0r scho·oner Sydney Smith. 
The people got so disgusted w1th the 
service when they saw the conveni-

ence.s ,given to other districts ·that 

they· made forcible representations · to 

the Government of 'that day, and just 
- J 

' ' ~ ' 

before the 1919 ~lections th.a,t .. Gov.-

ernment put on the H. A. Walker, 
'vhich was small with very little :a.,c
commodation and was • tinable to· ·cope 
vvith the service. · I remember that 
strong recommendations ; :were ,· m,ade 
to me about , that service and people 
got so indignant with the H. A. Walk~, 

er that they refused . to take i her lines 
i11 some places. Eventually we ' got 
the · Wren on the route a,nd the Wren 
11as been performing the service for 
the past four or five years~ The Wren 
did not give much of a service, but 
she managed alright to carry women 
and children all round tl1at Ba:y. ·We 
admit that this service does·· not pay 
for itself, but I would like to know 
what branch of our coastal service 
does pay for itself. For · some) reason 
or other the Government have seen 
fit to start practising economy on the 
people of the district . that · got noth
ing, so that if any people in t,hat Bay 
want to get from one place to an;... 
other at present they either' 'got 'to 
gc1 in a. small motor boat or swini, 
because I doubt very much if ' it is 

\ 

possible to do any travelling there by ' 
small boat. I ca11vassed that Bay · in 
a. staunch motor boat and travelled 
1100 miles, and many a time we were 
held up by weather for as long. as 
tw:o days in a place. Now if a good 
inotor boat and sail ca11not with'sta.nd 
conditions there, I would . like to aslt 
the Govern.ment . if the services ·· ren
dered by the small motor -boat tha,t 
tl1ey are getting to run this r,ou te will 
be in proportion to the . outlay; and 
how on earth do the Government ex
pect people to go by- motor boat .from 
Bay L'Argent to Belleoram o,r G-rand 
Bank. Besides, she would ha·ve ·no 
sleeping or lavatory accommodation 
and would be unsuitable in every re
spect. I do not think that the peo
ple of Fortune Bay are going to put 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 87 

up with this thing and J fear that there 
is going to be trouble. Take the 

I 

people of the Islands i)f Sagona and 
Brunette. How are these people go
ing to . do the~r trav.elling? , Why 
many a time the Wren was unable 
to call at these places, much less a 

' ' 

motor boat. On the second last . trip 
of the Wren sixty-seven people trav
elled. How could a small boat . han
dle this number? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
What are her total r·eceipts? 

MR. WARREN:-What are. the to
tal receipts for the Trepas~ey Branch 
railroad? .. . ' 

HON. MINIST'ER OF FINANCE:-· 
The Wren · cost $42,000 · in Fortune 
Bay and not $15,000 that we have · 
in the estimates. 

MR. WARREN:·-I admit · that, but 
I would like to know how the ·people 
of Bay D·'Espoir, where a ·motor boat 
cannot get, are · going to get- in their 
supplies for the winter; whereas the 
Wren can go there .at the edge of the 
ice ·with freight ·and ·the people can 
haul it home themselves. But after 
all, ·speaking of the cost of $42,000, 
these people must get round like the 
people of. any other district and th·ey 
pay thei:v taxes and . their . proportion
ate share , towards the . upkeep and 
maintenance of. the Heart's Content, 
Bona vista, Bay de Verµe and Trepas
sey Branch railroads. Does anybody 
want to tell me that ·the branch rail
roads pay proportionately~ If it is 
the policy of . the Government to start 
in discontinuing services . tha"t do not 
pay, well then start .in right away at 
the Trepassey .Branch. · There is a 
railroad from . here to Trepassey. 

HON. MR. SULLI'VAN:-· Only up 
to Renews; not to Trepa.ssey. 

I 

MR. WARREN: -The.re is only 
' 

thirty miles of a motor route there 
\Vhile we have a hundred per cent. 
longer route in Fortune Bay. Now, 

I repeat, if you are going to cut out 
services that do not pay, start your 
economy at the Trepasse.y Branch. 
The members for Ferryland will bear 
me out that when the Trepassey 
Branch was closed down last winter 
it was a hardship on the people and 
we put a boat on for them. 

MR. MOORE:-Hear, he.ar. 

MR. WARREN:--The idea of shut
ting out people from any means of 
communication is a very serious mat
ter. Now I would like to ask the 
Honourable the. Prime Minister what 
arrangements have been made with 
regard to boats on Bonavista services 
for instance. I understand that the. 
Malakoff is going to run from Port 
Blandf orr·d on the route 'that was 
originally performed by the Dundee; 
but I understand that two motor 
boats are doing the service on the 
north side of the Bay just now. What · 
is going to happen in Trinity Bay? 
North, the people have railroads, mo
tor boats, coastal steamers and other 
facilities, but the West Coast got 
practically nothing. No·w the people. 
of Fortune· Bay do not see why they 
should not be given some consider-· 
ation, and not alone · fro·m my dis
trict, but from Burin District as well. 
Men go ' to Lunenburg from both 
these districts in the Spring of the 
year and return in the Fall, and, un
der ordinary · · circumstances, their 
way of tra veiling to and · from their 
homes · is taken a way from then; while 
the Northern Labrador service is be
ing continued again in the intere.st 
of the northern men. In addition 
there are men from the South West 
Coast who go to Port au Port every 
year. Their boat has been taken from 
them and given to the men who go 
to the Northern. Labrador. Everybody 
must agree that coastal services are 
a matter of debt, and I strenuously 
object to the Government taking the 
boat off in Fortune Bay because the 
service does not pay and leaving 
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alone other such services in other 
. ,districts that ·. do not p.ay either . 

.. 
. Then again Jook what happened 

I , • , t 

to the ' crew. of the "Wren". Here yo.u 
' ' 

are in the midd'le of the summer and 
without hardly a week's n0tjce: the 
Captain, Mate and the entire crew of 
the "Wren'' are turned out on the · 
street and Captain S. R. Winsor and . . 

a crew from No·rth are put in the·i~'" 

places. Is · that a square deal? Let 
me tell you, Mr: Chairman, that tl1e 
Mate ·Of the "Wren," is Royal Naval 

· Res.ervist, serv·ed the Empire ancl hi1s 
country w·e11 fo·r five years during tJ1e 
war and made a na.me fo·r himself, 
and all the thanks that he getS no'\V 
is that he: is given · almost immecliate 
dismissal and another ma.n from the 
North is . put in his place. His. record 
w·as so goo·d that he became a Skip
per and Warrant Officer in the Ro·yal 
Navy and was sent here to undertake 
the first mine-sweeping. As. I said two 
or three days ago·, the "Portia" j s not 
able to run the S. W. c .oast . ser,l'ice 
alone. I do not· want to be· t1nfair in 

·any criticism I hav·e to make; but I 
woul'd like to say again that tl1e peo
ple o.f ·Fo.rtune Bay are not getting a 
square deal. These people no: alone 
do· business in St. Johns, but in Grand 
B1a.nk, Fortune · and other p lac6S in 

' 
·that locality as well and that busi-
ness is going to be crippled, if the 
co·astal boat is kept off that Bay. I 
have a po·cket fu11 of telegrams fro1n 
D·octors, Clergymen and sco:i.;.es of 

. ' 
business men a.bout the S.W. · (~oast 
service. generally and I would sug-

\ ' 

gest . to· the Go·vernment to have tl1e 
"Portia'' run from Argentia to Port 
aux B.as-q.ues, although that will leave 

, I 

certain places in St. Mary's untouch-
e·d. 

HON. THE . COLONIAL SE'CRET .... \.
RY:~I might say that that arrange·
ment has been decitled upon by the 
(}overnment. 

MR. WARREN:-Now yoll ovv11 tl1e 
Sebastopol where·a.s you ba.ve tu 

' 

charter the "Wren''. Wh)7
• not · run 

the "Sebastopo1l" to points in St . 
Mary's and Fortune . Bay,, and run 11er 
as far a.s Sydney whe·re by the ·saving 
o·f coal and hire w:ould be half as 
much as the "Wren'' · is . costing no.,v. 
But I want to imp.ress upo·n tl1e Gov
ernment and up·on the House tl1e fact 
that this is the only chance that tl1e 
p.eopile of Fo·rune B1a.y have to· t11ake 
their protest against the taking ,off of 
that boat they had. I think it is dis-

• 

crimination · of the worst type· and it 
\ 

is as unfair as it is unjust. If the 
Government wants to practice a p·ol
icy of econo·my !and retrenchn1e11t, 
start in on every district in the Is
land; but not to take awa.y , from one 

' i. ' ;,,.. ' 

district the only convenience tl1at 
' 

they did have. 

T'HE HON. MINISTE·R MARINEJ' & 
FISHERIE'S:-Mr. Chairman, I was 
pleased to hear a few remark'3 · m·ade 

·' , 

by the· H.on. Gentleman O·PP·OSite·, the · 
In:depe·ndent Member fo·r Fo·rtune Ba.y. 

. . 
He said tha the S.S. Wren wa.s taken 
o.ff the Fo·rtune Bay Service· and plac,.-

, ' 

ed on the· No·rthern Service. Mr. War-- ' . 
ren further s!aid that the service was 

' . 

not needed, but I say that the state-
ment is not correct; the service js 

' 

needed, and badly ne·eded "\ivith that. 
\ . 

There was a ste·amer down there last 
year, and .I am frank eno·ugh to ad
mit that she· was not nec.essary, as 

. -
there were only fifty scho·o·ners fisl).-
ing o·n the lower pa.rt of the .La.brado·r 
·last s.easo·n. During the p.ast 'v.eek 
it bias. been discovered, that . all _ the 
schooners that fis.hed in . the .Straits 
have gon~ to the Northern Labr~dor, 
and up to the pre.s.~nt time there are 
about o·ne hundred and fifty schoo1n
ers fishing. down there. N o·w last 
year there wer·e only o·ne hundred and 

J 

sixty schooners c1e'ared for the Lab-
. ' 

r·ador alto·gether · ~and that only 'fifty 
or less. went down N·orth o·f the Farm
yards, whereas this ye·ar ther·e · will 
be at least one hundred an'd ,sixty 
North of the Farmyards. I do· -n·ot 
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expect it is o·f much use to speak of 
the· Farmyards to some of the Mem
bers 'in this House, it would be just 
a:s ·well to speak or talk of Niagra 
Falls,, or S·Ome place unknown. These 
schooners on the Northern Labr·ado·r 
this year carry seventeen o·r eighteen 
hundred men, they are the. fine.st men 
that the co·untry possesses, and they 
need and dese·rve some consideratio·n. 
There is no hospital or doctor down 
there; they 11ave no means. of caring 
for sick people; therefore I claim 
that this bo·at is badly needed this 
year, and taking all things into con
side·ratio·n, I have· come to· the con
c:lusion that a ' boat sl1o·uld be sent 
down. I have subsequently asked 
for tenders ,and yest.erday t accepted 
one agreeing to perform the service 
fo·r two· and a half mo·nths at the rate 
of $2,800.00 per month. T'his is far 
different in costs from the se·rvice of 
last year. La.st year the cost was 
$36,000.00, whereas this year the cost 

. . 
of the s_ervice· will be only about $7 ,-
000.00. If a large saving like that 

, 

can be had, there is some reason for . ' 

again starting the service. 

It is not true that the service 'vas 
withdrawn, or taken fro·m Fo·rtune 
Bay and sent to the Labrador; tl1e 
service was not badly needed a.t Jf'or
tune B-ay,, and the returns certainly 
did not wa.rrant the expenditure. 

Now · with regard to the crew, the 
people · will think from the re·marks 
made ·by the Hon. Member for Fortune 
Bay that I discharged the: crew of the 
S.S. W'ren. I may say that I never 
saw o-ne 1 o·f the crew befo·re quarter to 
two to-dia.y; one would imagi11e that 
I turned out the crew of the Wren, 
and put a crew o·f Northern men in 
their places. I deny that I had any
thing whatever to do with the 1 Captain 
or· the · crew of that ship. I di'd not 
discharge the cre,v, neither did I re- . 
commend it . to the owners, who have 
done so, and neither did I recomn1end 
any of the newly engaged crew. As a 

matter of fact the Captain of the Wren 
admitted that he knew very little 
about the Northern Labrador Coasty 
and that he would not therefore as
sume the responsibility as Captain of 
the ship. 

Mr. W,arren also stated tl1a.t tl1e 
North was geting everything, the boats 
and all kinds of rail way facilities. In 
reply to that I may say that I ht:i ve 
lived North, at Wesleyville, for forty-. ~ 

seven years, and I have yet t<J see a 
railway track within a large distance. 
In winter time when I w:a,nted to get 
to St. J oh11's, I had to trap on snow 
sho·es., and tra1np fo.rty-five miles _to 
Gamb·o, the nearest railway station to 
Wesleyville. · The pe,ople of the Nort11 
have been paying taxes for the past 
fifty years, for the peop1le of tl1e 
South. I w1ant to see a square: rl<~a.l 

to eve1ry o·ne in the Island, North, 
So·uth, East and West, and I a111 P.r~

p~red to· see that the fisherme1T· e1spPc
ially are given fair play to catch fish. 
I was as'ked by the fishermen of 'rrin
ity B:ay, Bonavista Bay ,and Notre 

' ' . 
Dame Bay, . to have the ,steamer sent 
d·own there this year, and I promis•.;d 
that if I were· returned, and if it were 
at all within my power· to do so, she 
wo·uld be sent. Th~re are some pe:0-
ple walking_ aro·und St. Jo,hn's, draw-. 
ing la.rge salaries from the C·ov ern-, . . ' 

ment, who could afford to have so1ne 
surplus cash lopped off the·ir sa.laries 
as well as the fishermen, and the fish
errnen deserve all the consideration 
that we can give them. 

MR. WARREN:-Mr. Chairman just 
a word 1in repily to the Hon. Minister 
Marine· & Flsheries, I . am pleased 
that he by his suggestions and argu-, 

ments has sup.ported my argument 
and protest so well. The Minister of 
Mar·ine & Fisheries, bears O·Ut what I 
sruid reg.a.rding peo·ple who a.re situat
ed the same as they are in Fortune 
Bay, Wiith no roads or other means of 
communicatio·n; they are cut off the 
same as the people on the Labrador. 
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The Minister Marine, & Fisheries said 
. . ~ 

that there were seventeen hundred or 
. ' \ ( 

1800. , men, down on the Labrador 
. . 

to . be io,oked after, and that they de-
~ " .. ' 

serve consi1der.ation a·nd whatev.er ser-
, . 
vice we could ~ive them; there are 

' 
10,000 people in Fortune Bay, and if 
as has been· expressed by the Minister 
l'i·.~ ari11e & Fisheries that 1700· men on 

' the Labrador · ne~d and deserve · con-
sideration · the 10,000 in Fortune Bay 
deserve ·the 'Sa'me infinitely more· so. 
The ' cost of the · Wren · on Northern 
La·brador w•iill be th·e sam·e in propor
tion as her co·st ·in Fortune B,ay. · I am 
sorry to say that Captain· Winsor 
thought I ·was , bla.ming him for dis
missing the crew from the Wren, and 
putting in a crew from the North,· but 
I did n'ot say that at all, I said that 
the crew o.f the Wren had been dis
m·tssed, and that a N O·rthern Captain 
and crew had been placed on board, 
and that the · steamer had bee·n vvith
drawn from Fortune Bay whe,re he·r 
services were needed, and was being 
sent to the ·Northern Labrador. 

THE MINISTER MARINE & FISI-I
ERIES :- I do not consider Mr. Chair
man that there is any comparison be
twee.n Fortune Bay and the Labrador 
Coast, because on the South Coast 
the·re are Telegraph Offices every · five 
or six miles, where,as· down on the 
Labraddr th·ere"is no· such thing as a 

, 

telepragh ' office~ or any· other me:ans 
of commuilicat.ing with cirvilization. 

HON. MINISTER · F'INANCE & CUS
T'OMS ~~M~. Chairman I cannot · ·pos
sibly allow this thing to· go by with'"" 
out saying a few . words,-.because dur
ing . the . past. four years., the, people's 
money . has · been absolute1ly squander ... 
ed, and it is through thts that we have 
to . cut. down .. expenses at present. The 
whole fact of , the matte:r. iis th-at . eco,
nomy has to be pr.actiaed, and a, start 
to put, 'it into effec.t has to be m.ade 

I 

somewhere. .Mr. ·Warren objected to 
it · beginning. at Fortune Bay·. N 0 1W 

who knows more abo,ut Fortune Bay 
than I do? I was president of the 

Nftd. Produce Co. when the S. S. Susu 
was up there, and s1ie was not earn-

' ' 

nig $1000.00 per year, aithough she. 
I , ' . ' . 

was subsidised at $20,000.00 per year, 
I admit that our Government intend-

• ~ I • 

ed to start economy by cutt1ing out 
the Labrador boat. The, only differ
ence is that Mr. vVarren has , started 
in one place, and we ·in another~ , If 
Labrador had been the victim, and 
Fortune Bay left untouched, the Hon. 
Member,' would have been silent. The 
cost o,f the service . in Fortune 'Bay 
was alto,gether , too much, · $15000.00 
had been voted to run the, service 
there last year, ·but the large sum of 
$42000.00 has been spent. It is , too 
costly for the country; the pa,ring has 
to start, ·and it i1s , just as well for 
Members to make up their minds that 

. I / 

the Budget has to be b,alanced, or the 
country is beyond sav1ing. During the 
past four years squandering has been 
indulge1d in , beyond the wildest ima
ginatio·ns, and 1iJf thrift and economy 
had been practiced dur.ing these ye.ars 
there would be no, difficulty 'in letting 
Fortune Bay keep . her service now. 
The peo·ple of this country cannot be 
taxed sufficiently to carry the expen
ditures of the last few ye,ars, so· the 
cutting,, down of expenses must take 
pla.ce. Again, wi1th regard to the cost 
of the Labrador service, last year as 
compared with this year, last year 
the cost of the . service was $36000.00, 
while th1is year it will o·nly cost 
$10000.00 at the , mast, an.d whe,reas 
last year, , there . we·re n9t more tp_.an 
fifty schooners fishing down there, 
this year there a.re over 150, and ~, 

admit th~t this service is needed, and 
that the fishermen deserv,e it. 

Look at the squandering of the .past 
fe·w ye.ars . take the expenditure on the 
Labrado1r Bound.a,ry for instance, it is 
somethiing . ~hocking. I hav,e it be
fore me at· present, and I find that the 
Hon. Member himself got $6800.00, 
Lord Morris $5000.00, Si1r Patrick l\ic
Grath $20000.00. It is something 
shock,ing. Money wa.s poured out 
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like water, and now we are going to 

reap. a, shoclrin.g harvest, . in fact, 

worse than was sown. These expen
ditures were not only , enormo1us, b,ut 
unfortunate. T'he p.ractise of late 
years was to vote some money as pro
v.ided by ·the est~mates, but to spend 
as much as it was necess.ary, i1rres
pective of what was voted. Conse-

. . 
quently $15000.o·o was voted for For-

' tune Bay service, but $42000.00 was 
spent. The e·stim.ates for the past 
y~ars were a joke; they were co<?ked, 
and not only cooked, but baked. They 
were treated w.ith contempt. I know 
the Fortune Bay people, and that 
there may be a service needed, but 
they will only get it if we can afford 
it. The Government is trying to 
econom1ize, .and reduce taxatiio·n, and 
this can only be done by cutting use
less, unnecessary and unprofitable 
expenses. In so far as it is poss.ible 
I intend to inaugurate a different state 
of affairs. The· House and country 
will . be1 amazed when I announce the 
deficit that the' country has to face 
for - the year up · to June 30th, last. 

' ., 

MR. WARREN:-Mr. Chairman. I 
beg . to thank the Hon. Minister of 
Finance for the defence which he 
has put up on behalf of his Govern
ment, but it does not hel:p out For
tune Bay any; all the Government 
boats being run now, are .running 
North of St. John's, and there are 
36,000 people on the South Coast, and 
the only service they receive is from 
the running of one boat. 

Now in so far as , the Labrador 
Boundary is concerned, the Minister 
himself set a bad example, and his 
friend got $5,000.00 and gave nothing 
in return for it, but I brought the 
matter to a head, and I gave value 
and service for what I got. I can
not . see that · this Labra0dr Boundary 
question has , anything to do · with a 
mail boat . for Fortune Bay. What I 
ask is why should you take from the 
poorest district a small service which 

is badly needed, and let . the other 
Government boats stay wl!en they 
have the .railways, and other meau.s 
of communication. The other boats ' . , 

are not paying on the other services 
) . ' 

~ny more than the Wfe .. n wa-s ,, paying 
on the Fortune Bay service: .. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
If · this country after a year can show 
that 'it is able to meet its expenditure 
with its revenue, I have no doubt 
that the Government I am associa
ted with will consider the services, 
such as Fortune Bay, which- ' may 
have to be cut off during this· season. 

' 

MR. LAKE:-I wish to inform Mr. 
Warren that on account of the Glen
coe and the Wren being taken off the 
Fortune Bay route, we have · suc
ceeded in getting the Portia , to go 
from Placentia to Port aux Basques. 
I may say that I applied · for infor
mation to several people, a·nd their 
request was that the Glencoe be 
taken off and the Portia go from 
Placentia to Port aux Basques. 

I also wish to inform those pre
sent that the district of Fortune Bay 
supplies eighty-five per ·cent. of ·the 
Bank fishermen, and I do not alto
gether agree with this· side of the 
House in taking off ·the Fortune Bay 
boat; and while ·I may· 'not altogether 
agree with · Mr. ·Warren in all that he 
says about the Government services, 
I -do not think myself that a Labrador 
boat is as necessary as a Fortune 
Bay boat. I must admit that in For
tune Bay we · will have to go -back to 
some sort of service-and I do not 
think that service can b~ conducted 
with motor boats; but I · ·agree with 
the policy of the Government-the . 
policy· of trying to save money to 
finance the cou·ntry. I agree with 
the policy of the Government that 
the Wren had to be taken off on ac
count of the cost of operating her, 
and I think Mr. Warren will be satis- . 
fi·ed that such a course was neces
$ary- and he will be satisfied tern-
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porarily. The districts of Fortune 
Bay and Burin are very much inter
ested in each other, and ·1 think I 
can speak 'for both. .1 may ·say also 
that about forty per cent. of the 
Lunenburg fishermen come from 
Fortune Bay. I am just saying this 
in fairness to all the people, there. 
There are at present about two hun'."" 
dred Fortune Bay fishermen in town. 
I do not know if Mr. Warren has 
seen them. I have seen them-they 
have called upon me, thinking · ap
parently that they are in my district. 
I r'eel sure that Fortune Bay will be 
taken care of properly. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-! would 
like to say that I sympat.hize to a very 
considerable extent with the member 
for Fortune Bay. I do not want-I d{> 
not thing the Government wants in 
any way to do any more than try to 
give a square deal to all. When ~his 
question of the Fortune Bay boat came 
up, it was represented to us that the 
intake for passengers and freight ser
vice was practically nothing, and it al
most appeared as if the people did not 

~ -

want the service-they did not seem 
to have either freight or passengers. 
For that reason, and because there did 
not seem to be very much use made of 

. it we ·came to the conclusion that that 
was one of the things that coul~ be cut 
out. 

I quite sympathize with what_ Mr. 
Warren and Mr. Lake have said, and 
we want, s·o far as th.e capabilities of 
the . exchequer are concerned, to give 
every district a square deal. We want 
to see that the service is wanted, and 

' ' ' 

then we want to . see that the people 
are using the s.ervice; else, the srvice 
whether it is i:Q. the North or whether 
in the South, it will be cut out. 

.MR. HALFYARD:~lt is almost un
necessary for me to rise in support 
of the argument put up by Mr. War
ren with reference to the Fortune Bay 
service. I would not say anything to 
take away from the splendid effect 

which his remarks have made on both 

sides of the House. One point made by 

Mr. Warren has, no doubt, been ac

cepted by the House. Those who have 

heard Mr. Warren would certainly in
fer-or will certainly question the sin
cerity of the Government in the state
ment they made some · time since when 
that statement is compared with what 
is at present in practice. Just a few 
days ·since, it was said in this House 
that the Government would effect a 
saving on the subsidies for steamers 
on the Northern Labrador service, be
cause that . service would not 1be 
brought into -effect this year. 

Now, this matter was recently con-
. sidered by the outgoing Government, 
and they unanimously decided that no 
boat would be sent down there this 
year, ·and no doubt they had know
ledge of the conditions of the fisher
men down in Northern Labrador, and 
it was not critically correct for the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to 

• 

say that they were ignormarises as re-
gards conditions in Northern Labrador. 

, I ' 

I do not know about the Executive, 
but in the Government party · we had 
men who were thoroughly acquainted 
with the whole· fishing coast of Labra
dor. I will mention the -names of 
Captain Jones, Capt. R. o-. Winsor, who 
has I believe prosecuted the fishery up 
there, and Mr. Guppy, a practical fish
ing and schooner master. Although Mr. 
Guppy was not a memb.er of the Exe
cutive, still he was personally -on the 
Labrador Mail boat last year, and I 
had a private talk with him, and he 
told me that it was absolutely a waste 
of money to have the s.ervice. I do not 
know what this big change is in con
ditions, that we have such a big num
ber . of schoon.ers -prosecuting the 
North-ern Labrador fishery this year, 
but it j;ust shows that we may all have 
good intentions, and we may all have 
certain ideas as to what ought to be 
done. About a fortnight or three weeks 
ago, when contesting the different dis-
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tricts, you thought . that a wonderful 
lot of money was being spent useless
ly, and that certain services · should 
te discontinued; and no doubt you had 
in your minds then that the Northern 
Lal1rador steamers should be cut off. 
But now you find that you cannot cut 
it off; and it shows that, after all, you 
do not know what you rr1ay have to 
do when you have the administration 
of the country's affairs. If the Minis
ter of Marine and Fisheries had been 
governed by the information which he 
has recently received as to the num
bers of people prosecuting the fishery 
in Northern Labrador, perhaps you 
would not have lleen so ready to state 
that you would not send a steamer 
down there. 

Reference was made to the Mala.
koff, and I vvould like to take advan
tage of this opportunity to ask tl't.~ 

Prime Minister what the Governn1ent 
intend1S to do· with the Malakoff. rrhe 
Malakoff is now pro·secuting a ser
vice in Trinity and Bona vista Ba)TS, . 
the 11eadquarters being the junctio1n 
of the railway at Po.rt Union, and it 
is the intontio·n of the Government 
now to· make the terminus of the boat 
at p·ort Bla.ndford, Bonavista Bay
and from that we concluded that the 
Malakoff will not serve Trinity Bay. 
If the Go·vernment intend to take the 
Malakoff off Trinity Bay, I would like 
to know what substituted service will 
be given. 

Certainly some parts of Trinity 
Bay must have· a se·rvice and wh.at 
object the Government can ha.ve in 
changing the present service, I real
ly do not know, be·cause the Malakoff 
will cost the Government just as much 
'vhether it is steam-i1ng on the ws,ters 
of Bonav'ista Bay or on the w.aters of 
7rjnity Bay. Her running expenses 
'vill b~ just the same·, and I cannot 
see tl1at it is in the interests of the 
country that the change is being con
templated, b·eca11se it w·i1ll cost from 
ten to· twelve tho·usand dollars to put 

the wharf at Port Blandford in a con
dition fit for discl1arg,ing fre.ight. Can 
you aff-ord to do this at the present 
time just to carry o·ut an election pro
mise. The bo.at will cost just the 
same, a.nd ce·rtainly Bo·naViista Bay, 
under the present circumstances is 
being served 'veil enough. I do not 
think that · the people there can com-

. plain of the· services they receive with 
regard to the stea.meirs. Wesleyville 
and Greenspond-there is not a boat 
going out of St. John's north but 
ca:lls there; and they h~ve a very 
good · se·rvice on the Northern si1de1 of 
the Bay. From Newton up: to Gambo 
they have a good motor serv!ice. 

All of it i1s re~lly and solely the 
bus:iness of the Gove·rnment, and any
thing we· may say on this s1ide of the 
House will not alter their deoision 
one iota., but we would not be p~r

fo1rming our dut3r if we did not refer . 
to these matters. 

I do not knew whether the -Prime 
M-i1niste·r 1is in · a position this afternoon. 
to let me· kno·W what the intention o·f 
the Government is with . regard . to the 
service·s in Trinity Ba,y, , when the 
Malakoff is taken from th.at Bay, to 
serve. Bonavista B.ay solely. 

HON PRIME MINIST'ER: - I sl1ould . . 

prefer that the Hon. Member put his 
question 1in writ1i1ng to be dealt with 
in the usual 'vay . . 

MR. WARREN:-! just want to 
thank Mr. Lake for supporting my 
plea. I have done just what I con
sider it my duty to do, and what I 
am sure every man, woman and child 
in Fortune Bay would do 'if they sat · 
in my place in the House here. 

I desire again to say that so far 
as I am concerned, I am just as anx
iolIS for economy as the present Gov
ernment. Let me tell the Minister 
of Finance and Customs that, as he 
has said, the estimates are reduced 
by eight hundred thousand dollars, 
but of that reduction, at least seven 
hundred thousand' dollars was m·ade 
when I was Prime Minister. He ·put 
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in these estimates, . a·nd the newspa
p·ers give his Government credit for 
reduction in the ·cost ·of running the 
country_...::.for a reduction of · eight 

, 

hlilildred· ·thousand dollars, and for 
seve'n hundred : thousand of that, the 
late G'overilment is · responsible; and· 
I shottld' like to '~·point out to him 
again, ·and to · point ·out ·to the me·m
bers for Burin and for Burgeo that 
we pay out for subsidies for boats 
North of St. John's, $227,'000.00 ·.· a 
year, and 'the South Coast at present 
gets $35,000.00. In other words the 

(· ' 4 

total amount paid out for subsidies 
this year · will ·be in the neighbour
hood of two · hundred and sixty thous
and dollars, and the · West Coas't's 

' ' 

sh~re of that is thirty-five thousand 
d'611ars. 

In addition to that the railway sub'
sid.f~s amount' to ,$62,8,98.00, and the 
South Coast does not get any share 
of it. . In . othe.r words, we of the· 
South Coast are paid 'subsidies of 
thirty-five thousand dollars, while 

J ' 

tl1e subsidies for the railway and · the 
bay boats is nearly three hundred . . 

thousand dollars. 

As I 1said before, I . am only en
deavou.ring to put the .p,ositio·n of 
these peo·ple before you. T1hey have 
no rail.way, no roads, and thirty-five 
thousand dollars a year for ste,a.mer 
subsidies, as against $290,000.00 fo·r 
railw:ay and steamer subsidies in the 
North. 

HON. MINISTER OF' FINANCE:
The hon. member is absolutely w·ron·g 
in saying that $290,000.00 a. year is 
granted in subsidies to the North. 
Where is· Port aux Baasque.s? Does 
not the railway go there? 

MR. WARREN:-! have not CO·Unt
ed that in . 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
We h.ave taken nothing away from 
there. · 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE: -
Does not tli:e whole general subsidy 

' . . 
cover all of tnern? · · 

~ . ' ' 

MR. W ARR~N: - No. ~n . g,oing 
~ I ' ' 

tb.rougl1 the estim.ates, I have lert . out ... 
some estima~es ailto.gether, .. and t.akqn 
certain other ones-B,ell I.slancl, C~on-:-, 
ception Bay, ~~otre D.ame Bay-, .and 
the North Eastern Coast. That comes 
to $227,000.00, and the estimate , for 

' ' 
the South Coast is $35,000.00. Then , 
there is the railway whicl1 serves 

' 
practically all tl1e Northern Coast, the . . 

subsidy for wl1.ic11 is over .. $6.2,000 .00: . 
The railway serves all tl1e N;or.th, with 
the except-ion of Channel, which does 

' 
not mean a.ny service for ,the .. Soutl1 . 
Coast at all. . , 

HON. MINISTER OF . FINAN\~'' ; :-

But you m.ust admit that the r{lilw.ay. 
serves tl10 '\Vh.01le country. . , ,. 

MR. WARREN:-But how . can " it· 
affect them? ' ' 

~ 

I-ION. MINISTER OF FINANCE:-. 
Certainly it affects them. Suppose 
' ' ,... f ' 

y.ou have a sick person on the Sout-P ' . ' 

(;,o·ast. They can get a boat to Ar-, 
' ' . 

gentja and get to St. John's by train 
: .. , .... J 

from there. They are· served by l}.av-
ing the train at Argentia. 

MR. WARREN:-But, you have · ta~~ ·

en a.w.ay from Fortune . Bay the only, 
way they had of connecting with . the 
railway. You take ·a pers0n in Ren:
c·ontre, who has to, go· from there to 
Belleoram, and fro·m there to, the ra.jl-

. ' . 
' ' ' 

road. How is he going to get there.?. 
I • ~ ~ , ~ 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
The amol1nt of mo·ney . spent on . the 
Fo1rtune Bay service is : something 
o·ver fo·rty · tl1ousand do,llar~, and the 
amount of returns from that service, 

• • .•. j 

wl1ich is ·about one thousand . dollars, 
' • - • ' ' t • • • 

absolutely pr.aves that the people · of 
Fortune B.ay do n·ot want .. ;that ser-

• v1ce. r' 

MR. WARREN:-. Well, take the 
MR. WARREN:-You have taken railway do·wn to· Ferryland . . There is 

the Glencoe away. a loss on that o.f $113,000.00 : per · year. 

; 

• 
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I tl1ink the people of Ferryland do 
not want that. Take that away. 

I-ION. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
Ccrtainly it will be taken away if it 
becomeis necessary. 

MR. WARREN: - It is absolutely 
u11necessary to have that service. 

MR. HICKMAN.-As w·e will not be 
<1ble to finish tl1e estimates this af
ternoon, I wo·uld ask that the Co1n
n1ittee rise, to sit again at a later 
date. There are one or two subjects 
which I wish to speak about and 
wl1ich I will take up later. 

I i1otice tl1at in going through the 
estimates, one of the most impo·rtant 
of the Government instituti·ons has 
not been included at all. That is the 
railroad. The railroad is now a Gov
ernment institution, and as such has 
just as much right to be in the esti
mateis as a.ny oher institutio·n o·f the 
G·overnment, and I tl1ink you sl1ould 
have the raiilroad inc1luded. There 
'vill be a d.eficit on the operation of 
tl1e road and of all the stea1nb.oats 
under the management of the rail
ro·ad, and,, if we have to· show to the 
pub1lic a fair and honest estimate for 
the coming year, we should show all 
the Government institutions, of wl1ich 
th 'l m·ost imp-ortant is the Government 
railroad. 

There is a deficit on certain branch 
lines, and I supo·pse there is a deficit 
on the railr·oad right through, and 
11ow the Government is going to meet 
that deficit I am sure I cannot un
derstand, unless it is put in the esti
n1ates. Unless there is some arrange
ment made to meet the deficit it is 
no u:se to come before the country 
today and sh·ow the country that we 
are going to save eight hundred 
thousand doJlars on the operation of 
Government institutions. It is plain 
here that the estimates are eight hun
dred housand dollars short ·Of tl1e pre
vious year, and I am very glad to 
hear from the leader o.f the Independ-

cnt Party that seven hundred tho'us
and of tl1at eight hundred thousan·d 
ddl1ars was raisecl in the estimates 
which were made 'to be ' put before · the 
Government during his administra
tion. That is a · matter " ... ·hich I ·was 

I 

going to ask about, but now · that I 
have the informatio·n from Mr. ·war-
ren himself, it will not be ne'cessaty 
for me to put the question before the· 
House. 

However, I wotild like to hear \Vl1at 
tl1e Prime ·Minister has to 'sa.y in re
ference to including in the esti1nates 
the Govern111ent railroad. .. 

I have many things 'vhich I will 
have to· talk about before ·the esti
mates close, and I would like veriy. 
inuch for the Committee to ·rise at 
present and let the ·estimates be fin
if:hed at a :iater session. 

HON. MINISTER ' OF FINANCE: '- ' 
I have no objection to tl1e m·otiQ;n of 
the leader of the Oppo·sition. if you ~ 
will just let the Posts and Telegraphs 
be finished. ' 

MR. HICKMAN:-! have no objec-
. \ 

tion to that. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
Befo·re retaking my seat I wou-ld like 
to say to the honourable inembers of 
this House that these estimates have 
po·inted to certain , reductions, but 
when they are passed . it is hop·ed to 
effect a n1uch greater saving than 
tl1ey show. During the past four 
y0ars wh~n the Government 1lrought 
llP their e~timates thP.y were cooker! 
estimates, I may e'ren say they · were 

.• 

b:ikerl estimates. and they never 
couJd make the revenue meet tl1e ex
pend.iture. T'here has not be"'n on8 
year in the past · four years w11en the 
re,ren ue could meet the exp~11ditur(:), 

a,nd the . result has been a .serjo·u8 de
ficit for t.hiR Colony. Take 1922 an<l 
1923. The Government had to· go out 
rinn raise a lo:::in . almost every )~ear. 

I think the member for · Fortt1ne 
will agree that the money which has 

• 
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been spent has been coming o·ut of 
the funds of the Co1ony absolutely 
through loans. So far as conce:rns the 
Government that I a.m associa,ted 
with to-day, we kn.ow that there is 
go-ing to be a co·nsiderable saving 
take p1ace, and there is going to be a . 
considerable drop balance; and we 
know that we · can show during the 
coming year that our revenue will 
meet our expenditure. 

S·o far · as Fortune Bay . is concerned, 
it · is impossible: to continue the old 
service. It is far too expensive for 
us, and we have· to cut our co·at ac
cording to our cloth. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER: - ! would 
like to say in response to the leader 
of the Opp.ositio·n that it is imp·ossible 
to put in the estimates any amount 
for the railway. The railway might. 
make a profit of a few tho·u:sand dol
lars in one year, and might make a 
loss of one mil'lion dollars the next. 
The present method of o·perating the 
ra~Jway is 1nore or less experirnental, 
and consequently you can see that 
any amount put jn the estimates fo·r 
the railway cou1d only be ca1culated 
with very great difficulty. 

I ca.nnot see that th ~re js any ob
ject to be gained by placing in the 
PStimates any amount to meet a de
ficit o·n tl1e rail\vay. 

MR. HALFYARD: - I pre:sume that 
some estimate of the mone·y which 
"'rill have to be found for the rail- · 

' 

"~l ~lY vvill a.ppPar in the Budget when 
considering w.ays and means. I sup
pose some .opportunity will be given 
to memb~rs to make further remarks 
<)n this subject? 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE: 
Of course. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 
The Chairm.an fro·m the C'ommittee 

reported that they ha.d c·onsidered the 
matte·r to them referred, had passe<l 
certain Re·so·lutio:ns., and asked leave 
to sit again ·On to-morrow. 

On motio·n this Rep·o·rt was receiv
ed and adopted, and it was ordered 
that the Co·mmittee have leave to sit 
again on to-mo·rro·w. 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion 
of Hon. the P·rime Ministe.r, the 
House resolved itse1f into· a Co1nmit
tee of the Whole to consider certain 
re.solutio·n1s on the subject of ·the 
Confirmation of an Agre·ement be
tween the Go·vernment and the· New
foundland Milling c ·o·mpany, Limit
ed." 

Mr. Sp·eaker left the cl1air. 
Mr. Puddester took the chair .a·f 

C0mmittee. 

MR. SCAMMELL- Mr. Chairman, 
If I remember rightly, the honour
able Prime Minister in introducing 
these resolutions stated that they 
<;l iffered in some· points from the or
iginal agreement, and I "rould like to· 
he.ar what these differences are. I am 
sorry that I did not hear the Prime 
Minister particularly as regards the 
matter of these differences. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS.TER- , 
I pointed out yesterday wherein the 
former bill differs from the present 
one, and I 11ardly think I can be ex
pected to go through it again. 

MR. SCAMMELL- Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to repeat "~hat I said 
regarding this project at the last 
session of this House, on April 25, 
in moving the appointment of a 
Select Committee to the Address in 
Reply to the. Speech from tl1e Throne 
then presented. I said on that ccca
sion that tl1is proposition marked a 
step in the right direct]on, and that 
if it materialized it must result in 
great good to the country at large. 
Now, sir, first of all let me say that 
I am very proud to note that the or
iginator and promoter of tl1e proposi
tion is a Newfoundlander who has 
made good abroad. I trust that this 
a.ugurs well for the,. future, and let us 
hope that we shall from time to time 
see more Newfoundlanders who have 
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made good in other countries coming 
back to the homeland .with ideas . of 
developing industry for the benefit of 
Terra Nova. 

· In his remarks yesterday the Prime 
Minister outlined the good . that will 
accrue from the establishment of the 
flour mill. I have no hesitation in 

' agreeing with him that the production 
of flour· locally will tend to greater 
competition with the outside manu
fa.cturers and will result consequently 
in · the lowering of the· prices of this 
im.portant commodity to our people. 
But~ · to my mind, sir, one of the 
gre.atest benefits resulting from the 
establishment of this mill will be 
from the agricultural point of view, 
through its -by-products. 

· We have, for years in this House, 
and outside it too, hear<l a great deal 
about the agricultural possibilitie.s 
of this country, particularly as re
gards cattle and poultry · raising. 
Nothing ni uch, however, has come 
out · of the various efforts that have 
been made iri this direction, and one 
generally finds on analysis that the 
cause has been the high cost of feeds. 
If this mill, through its by-products 
lowers the cost of feeds, it will give 
a greater impetus to agricultural pur
suits in this country than all the 
money that has been voted by Gov
ernments for agriculture during the 
last twenty years. I tl1erefore think 
this is orie of the strongest points in 
favor of the 'bill. As regards its loca
tion, tl1e Prime Minister in speaking 
yesterday, stated that he was au
thorized to say that, though no de
finite locality for tl1e 1nill had been 
decided on, he was pretty sure it 
would be situated in St. John's. 

The Leader of the Opposition sug-, 

gested Harbor Grace, and I remem-
ber when this project was first moot
ed some people. opposed it, merely be
cause Sir William Coaker was sup
posed to be trying to have the mill 
located in Port Union. Wh)r not have 

f 

it at Port Union. We would be only 
too glad to welcome the project there~ 
and if Mr. Palmer'!:? mind is not al
ready made .up I feel sure that his pro
ject would get a greate.r reception in 
Port Union. 

I have no doubt, sir, that the ex
penditure of half a million dollars 
for labor, in connectio11 with this 

' ' 

e11terprise, will be welcomed by the 
people wherever the indt1stry is es
tablished, and wherever it might be 

' ,'' 

established the proposition will re-
sult in great good generally. ' I, con
sequently, Mr. Chairman, have · much 
pleasure in supporting the resolution, 
and wish the pro1noters all possible 
success in their project. 

MR. GRIMES-Mr. Chairman, I .rise 
to support the resolutions and wish to 
say that I heartily endorse the pro
ject because of the labor that it will 
give. Every effort should be m~de to 

' 

get outside capital interested here as 
' ' 

we have a large labor problem and 
this flour mill is one of the practical 

' 

ways in which to solve it. The pro
moter of this proposition is a New
foundlander and I have. often thought 
that when we sit 11ere to discuss var
ious matters the credit is frequently 
given the House for bringing in indus
tries though honor sl1ot1ld also be 
given the promoters like Mr. Palmer 
who seek the capital despite many 
discouragements, that open up em
ployment and help in promoting th~ 
general welfare of N e.wfoundland. As 
Mr. Scammell has said, not only will 
direct labor be. given 1Jy this project 
but there \Vill be the indirect benefits 
accruing to agriculturists. "'-\t present 
we are importing something like a 
million dollars worth of products 
which could be produced here if those 
intere·sted in agriculture had ·the 
necessary assistance, such as this 
Bill provides for it will be of great ad
vantage to them. Added to this will 
be the sav~ng in price to the con
sumer of meats, eggs, butter, etc .. 
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which will be of great benefit. These the bill on principle. The period to 
results will be achieved in the coiurse · 
of a few years with tl1e· establishment 
of a flour mill. I hope that the capi
tal will be speedily forthcoming and 
that the enterprise will soon be start
ed here or wherever else decided on, 
for the benefit of Newfoundland. 

wh:i:ch Mr. Duff refers see.ms rather 
long and really meians 23 years from 
now as it does not begin tilil 1927. I 
would like, to know if the term flo·ur 
mill refe1rs to· the elevator for the 
storing of wheat. 

HON·. THE P'RIME MINISTER:-
MR. DUFF'-Mr. · Chairman, the T·he clause means only what it s.a.ys 

only item I would like to question in 
conne.ction with these resolutions is HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP-
No. 5 which says:- POSITION:-It is an important point 

5. The Government hereby grants 
to the Co1npany for a period of 
twenty years from the first day of 
January 1927 the sole and exclusive 
right to erect and operate flour mills 
witl1in the Dominion of Newfound
land and its Dependencies. 

I believe in protectio11 but I would 
like to see this period reduced. I re
ferred the other day to the proposed 

· Mortier Bay project for transhipping 
to the Old Country, ancl don't know 
now whether to feel in favor of that 
or this. But perhaps other people 
have greater vision and tl1e flour mill 
will be of benefit to the country. 

I-IO·N. THE PRIME MINISTER-In 
response to the honorable member 
for Carbonea,r I would lik.e to say that 
tl1e Government was very much im
pressed by tl1e fact tl1at the 20 year 
period was in the nature of a mon
opoly, but discussing the matter with 
Mr. Palmer we found it absolutely 
necessary that he be· given that term 
of control. The plant will cost a large 
sum of money and he 'vould not lilre 
others to be in a position to put him 
out of business by ere.cting mills to 
prevent his working satisfactorily and 
then clearing ot1t themselves. While 
'villing to agree with us on various 
other points, he held to this one of 20 
years as his backers would not fur
nish the necessary capital unless that 
clause Were in the bill. 

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITION :-Mr. Chairman, I support 

as if the West Coast short route pro
ject comes into effe·ct, they also 
might need ele·vators. It is not clear 
as to· whether flour m 1il!l might mean 
everything apperta.i,ning to a mill. 
The bill itself is a good one1 as it is 
bringing in a new industry but I fear 
we ma.y not have it as it is almost too 
good to· expect. Harbor Grace would 
be the proper site for the mill as 
there you ha.ve the r.aiilway and every 
other facility for its successful op- · 
eration. I see that the· promoter is 
erecting only one unit and I would 
like to kno·W if he is unde1r any ob
ligation to put up the other in any 
given time. 

HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTER:
The promoter is bound under Clau.se 
1 to erect a mill of 1,000 · barrels 
capacity per d.ay. 

HON THE LEADER OF' THE OP-
• 

POSITION :-If ·it is only 1,000 bar-
rels I fear it will be a very small 
mill. But even that wil be a benefit 
to us at present. The establishment 
of this enterprise will have an im
portant be.a.ring on our agriculture, 
because as has been said by pre·vious 
speakers on this side, it will no doubt 
mean cheaper feeds for the raising 
of poultry, keeping of cattle etc. vVe 
should ra.ise· here all we need includ
ing chicken, butter, etc. All this will 
be· aided by the che.ap fee:d from the 
local mill. Another thing that will 
be needed is a cold storage plant for 
the keeping of the products of the 
country. We have to-day in Bona-

• 
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vista, Conce,ption, Tr'inlty and other 
bays the land necess.a.ry to ra.ise all 
we require but it see1ms that Govern
ment.s of the past did not have the 
prop.er idea of a.gricultural de·velop
ment. We .should have cold storage 
p1lants into which to ta.ke the p·eople's 
products and encour.a.ge, them to grow 
more When I-Ion. Dr. Campbell was 
in o·ffi.c.e· I wrote him e.nclosing a 
clipping descr-ibing how a vessel was 
load1ing at St. John, N.B., from . the 
Federal wareho,se with potatoes for 
Cuba. The Government ther·e had 
erecte,d the· warehouse so that the 
people could store their vegetables 
before the frost ca.me and in th,i,s wa.y 
they a.re e,nco·ra.ge·d to raise more. 
Here the grower has to sell some and 
put the b(l)lance in a ce1llar with the 
result th.at whe;n the frost comes half 
of the·m are destroyed. Therefore , 
there is no encourage1ment for ag
riculturalists but there is land in the 
bottom of various bays sufficient for 
the growing and there is no reason 
why a ste1amer sho·uld not be able to 
load v·eget.ables here as well as in 
Canada. I think ·if the flo·ur mill is 
erected we w.ill also need a cold stor
age plant because if the people raise 
large · quantities of turkeys, geese, 
etc., they must have somewhere to 
store them or ov·erstock the m.arket. 
I support the bill in its entirety but 
would again call attention to Clause 
5 and ho·pe the Government will en
deavour to· make some alteration in 
this direction. 

MR. HIBBS :-Mr. Chairman, like 
the other speakers on this side of the 
House I wish to sup·po·rt the bill .as it 
·is pracically the same as agreed to by 
the late Government~ The·re is no 
mate·rial change and I 'vi·ll endorse 
any sane policy that any member 
may introduce. In this measure no 
guarantee is asked and there is no 
risk to· the Gove·rnment or the people·. 
I congr·a,tulate Mr. Palmer on his en
terprise and hope the venture. will be 
a complete success. After all ·it is 

a new project and an experiment 
but it has been well thought out and 
t~ere is no reason why it sho·u.Jd not 
be successful. The esta.blishment of 
this mill will give1 a lot of employ
ment but perhap.s too much is anti
cip·ated from the· bye-products as the 
q u.an tity of sucl1 cannot be large. 
Whateve,r quantity It may be how
ever, it will be a benefit if · we g·et it 
cheaper. As to the 20 ye.ar pe·r,iod 
we need not worry as for 300 years 
we have been wi;t'ho·ut ·such a mil·l 
and but for Mr. Palmer we . might be 
another 300. I c.a.ngratulate the re
presentatives of St. John's . on the 
city being the location of the mill' 
and as a resident I am proud to see 
it erected here as .jt will be a valuable 
aid to our industrial re,sources. 

MR. HICKMAN:-In reference to 
the clause "All plant machinery, e·n
gines, c.oo·perage, elevator, cleaning 
house, and storage war·e·house etc., 
shall be adm,iJtted free of duty" sup
posing other companies erect other 
mills would the same preference ho1ld 
with them. Has this company the 
exclusive right. 

HON. T'HE PRIME. MINISTER:
, It is very plain "operating as neces

sary part of the said mill or mills." 

MR. HICKMAN:-That is very 
plain At the same time. . . . . .. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
The only clause, that is, objection

able clause 5, giving a period of 20 
years as to operation. Removal of duty 
is a regular thing according to the cus
toms, therefore, it reads word for 
w·ord as heretofore. . In the sense of 
what we call exclusive these would 
not get the duty. An elevator as a 
distinct matter would come in 
the ord1inary wa.y as happened in any 
other industry. It is affecting this 
particular kind of industry that is all. 

MR. SCAMMEL·L:-With regard to 
sub-section 1 of section 6: "or er·ec
tions oper.ated as a necsesary ·part of 
the said mill or mills." And then it 
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sa.ys "or any other buildings or erec
tions and for the extension of the 
same,." It appears that the first re
ference, is sufficient. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
The second last liine of clause 1, Par. 

I 

6 beginning "or a.ny other buildings 
or erections" might be eliminated."' 

Mr. Spe.a.ker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
re.ported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
the said Resolution w1ith some amend
ments, and recommended the intro
duction of a. B.ill to give e.ffect to the 
same 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and the Bill entitled "An 
Act for the Confirmation of an Agree
ment betwe,en the Government and 
the Ne.wfoundland Milling Company, 
Limited," was introduced and read a 
first t1ime, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill be re,ad a second time o·n 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Colonial Secreitary', rttt,e 
House reso!lved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to consider the Bill 
entitled, "An Act Re1specting the, De
partment of Public Printing and Sta
tionery." 

Mr. Spea,ker left the Chair. 

Mr. Puddester took the Chair of 
Com.m:ittee. 

MR HICKMAN:-Mr. Chairman, as • 

this bill wa.s not distribute,d to the 
members yesterday and as we would 
like to have an opp·ortunity to· look it 
over we ask the Co~lonial Secretary 

' if he would be good eno,ugh to· let this 
matte·r stand o,ver until to-morrow. 

Mr. Sp·eaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
rep·orte1d that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had m,ade 
some progress, and asked leave to 
sit again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report was receiv-

ed and adopted, and it was ordered 
that the Committee have leave to sit 
again on to,-morrow. 

The remaining Orders o.f the ·bay 
were deferr·ed. 

' 

Mr. Sc,ammell gave notice of q·ues-
, 

ti on ~ 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House roises, it adjourn un
til Thursday afternoo·n next, .at three 
of the clo·ck. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

THURSDAY, July 24th. 1924., 
The House met at three of the clock 

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. · · 

Mr. Speaker .informed , the House 
that His Exce1llency the Governor 
would be ple·ased to receive the Ad
dress in Re.ply, presently. 

Whereupon the House attended His 
Excellency at Government Ho.use and 
pres·ented the Address in Reply, to 
which His Excellency was pleased to 
reply as fol,lows: 

Mi·. Sp.e1ake·r an.d G·entle1nen of t 1h1e 
Ho1n.oura.ble Ho1use 0 11 Assembly: 
I thank yo·u for your Address 

in Reply to the· Speech with w·hich 
your p·resent Session · was open-

ed. 
• 

(Sgd.) W. L. ALLARDYCE, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
24th July, 1924. 

Mr. Cashin gave notice of que·stio,n . 
Mr. Scammell gave notice of que·s-

tion. 
ANSWER,S TO QUE·S·TIONS. 

(1) MR. BROWN to ask Hon. the 
Prime M.inister, if the Government 
has be:gun negotia:tions with any per
so·n or persons, re,ga.rding the sale or 
operation of the Newfoundland Rail
road a1lso if he person,ally, or the 
Gov~rnment, has been app.roached by 
any perso·n, or pe•rsons, with a view 
to ope:n-ing up negotiations · along 

these lines. 
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HON. PRIME MINIST'ER:-The an
swer to both parts of the iquestion is 
in the negative. . 

(2) MR. WARREN to ask Hon. the 
Minister of Posts a.nd T·ele·graphs 
ho·w many motor bo·ats are to do· the 
work o.f the. Wr·en in Fortune Bay, 
Hermita.ge Ba.y and Bay d'E'spoir, if 
any of these motor bd·ats have already 
taken up the· service, what amount is 
being p.aid them or to be,· pa.id them 
and. to lay upo·n the table of the. House 
a copy of the notices or letters asking 
for tende,rs fo·r the ·serv;ice .. 

In the .abse·nce of the Hon. the Min
ister of Posts .it was or·dered that this 
question remain on the order paper. 

(3) MR. HICKMAN to ask Hon. the 
Minister of Justice· if any inquiry is 
being held in the ci:ucumstanc.es sur
round1ing the· acc,ident at Wabana, in 
which Robert Yetman of Bry.a.nt's 
Cove lost h,is life, a.nd other workmen 
were injured. Will the1re be a rep1ort 
before the c1ose of this session. 

. THE HON MINISTER OF JUS
TICE replie.d that inquiry was being 
proceeded with by the Government 
Engineer as to· the operations of the 
m.ines at Bell Island in additio·n to 
the usual mag.i:steri.al inquiry a.nd that 
both reports would be presente:d to 
the House before the close of this 
session. 

(4) MR. SCAMMELL to· ask Hon. 
the Mini.st.er of Posts and Telegraphs 
to lay o·n the table· of th.e Ho.use a 
statement showing what mail courie·rs 
are engaged in th.e District of St. 
Barbe for the Summer seaso·n and to 
show wl1at service each performs and 
sa1lary paid .in eiach .instance. 

In the absence of the Hon. 
ister of Posts it was ·ordered 

Min
that 

this question remain on the order 
paper. 

, (5) MR . . SCAMMELL to· .a.sk Hon. 
the Prime· Minister if the Govern
ment has as yet arranged to replace 

I 

the S•ebastap·ol on the Bay of Is-

lands service and if it is the inten
tion of the Government when ina.u
guarting this service to call for tend
ers. 

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER .asked that this qquestion be de
ferred until to-morrow. 

( 6) MR. HIBBS to ask the M.inis
ter of Pliblic Wo·rks. if it is true that 
his Department has refused to re·
co.gnize the rights and authority of 
persons elected on February 25th la.st 
under the "Local Affi.a!irs Act," to 
serve as Membe·rs of Ro·ad Boards, 
.a.nd that other parties are being sub
stituted in place of the duly eilected 
Boards to expend public mone·ys, and 
if so, where, to what extent, for what 
reason, and on what authority is th,is 
being done. 

THE HON. THE MINISTER PUB
LIC ·WORKS replied that the_. Gov
ernment was prepared to r·eco·gnize 
duly cons'tituted Ro.ad Boards Dur
ing the· p·ast four yea.rs ther·e has been 
much money expended without the 
proper a.uthority. Th1is de·p·a.rtment 
i.s resp1ons.ible fo·r its e.xpenditures, 
and the Minister has to. a.nswer for 
the exp,end,ing of monies by this de
partment for the various districts. I 
am prepared to listen carefully to, 
a.nd to take into consider.ation re
presenta.tio·ns ma.de by the Members 
for the various districts ,, and in fa.ct 
by any one· who can give valuable in
fo.rmation and assistance. But the 
dep.artme·nt reserves to itse1lf the 
right, to ma.ke its o·wn decision.s. 

(7) MR. GRIMES to, a.sk the Minis
ter of Public Works if any new . a.p
po:intments have been made ·in con
nectio·n with his departme.nt since he 
assumed office or are in contempla
tio·n of being made and if so v;hat .a.re 
the re a.sons the·refor. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF' PUB
LIC WORKS replied that only one 
new appointment ha.d been made, that 
of Mr. Penney to the Caretakership 

• 
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of the Post Office at Carbonea.r .in 
place o.f Mr. B. Quinn. 

( 8) MR. GRIMES to ask the Minis
ter of . Posts and Telegrap·hs if any 
new . aP.po.intments have be.en made 'in 
connection with his department since 
he· assumed office or are in co·ntem
pl.ation o·f; being made· and if so what 
are tlie reasons therefor. 

In the absence of the Minister 
o\ Posts and · Telegraphs it was o·r
dered . that thi.s que·stion stand over. 

(9) MR:. DUFF to ask the Minister 
of . Public Wo!ks the rea'son why 
Stephen Baldwiin, Cha,irman of Road 
Board at Victoria., in the district of 
Carqonear, h.as been igno·red in the 

' 
repairing of bridges in that section, 
and, Mr. N;icholas Clarke em.pilo·yed. 

THE. HON. MINISTER OF PUB
LIC WORKS replie.d that the depa.rt
ment consider.s it advisa.ble that th1is 
money should be expended by a co·ip.
missioner appointed by the depart
ment. One allocation on main roads 
for expenditure on the Carbonear .to 
New Perlic~n road was authorized by 
the Minister of Public Works on the 
recommendation of responsible parties 
to be expended by Mr. N:icholas 
Clarke, Comm1issioner. , 

(10) .MR. ·HAL·FYARD to· ask Hon. 
the Minister of Posts and Te1legra.phs 

. to lay upon the table of the House a 
statement sho·wing the number of 
miles of ·Telegraph and Telep.hone 
line:s respectively ·erected by his de
partment fro·m May 2nd, 1923, to 
July 20th., 1924, also the· location of 
each extension. 

In the .a.bsence of the Hon. Minis
ter of Posts .. , It was ordered that 
this question remain on the order 
paper. 

Mr. Speaker informed the Ho.use 
that he had recerived the follo·wing 
co.mmun~cation from His Exceillency 
the Governor, whicli he then read: 

"The Governor has the ho·nour 
to ' co,mmunicate to· the Honourab-

le House of Assembly the a.p..; 
pointment of the Commissioners · 
of Internal E·conomy o.f the Le
gislature in accordance with the 
prov,isions of Section 4, Cap. 7, 
Consolidated Statutes, Thiird Ser
ies, as set forth in the acco~
pany.ing certified cop.y of a Min
ute of the Honourable Executi~e 
Council .approved by th.e Govern- · 
or o·n the 7th instant.1

' 

(Sgd.) W L. .ALLA~DYCE, .. 
Governor. 

Government House 
' St. John's Nfid 

. ' . 
22nd July, 1924. ' . 

' ' 

Ju1ly 5th, 1924. 

The following to form tb.e Co·mmis~ . 

sion of Internal E.conomy of the , . 

Legi.slatur·e:, namely: 
The President o.f the Legislati:ve 

Council, . 
Hon. A . . B. ,Mor.ine, K.C., 
Hon. S. M1illey, 
The Speaker of the House of As-

sembly 
The Prime Minister, 
The Colonial Secretary., 
The Attorney Genera:l. 

, Certified true CO·PY, 
(Sgd.) ARTHUR MEWS, 

Deputy Colonial Secretary. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
' ' 

of the Whole on Supp,ty reported cer-
tain Resolutions which were read a 
first time, as follows: 

. 
Department o.f Posts and Te,le-

' ' graphs-$1,146,397 .83. 
The said Resolutions being read a 

second .time, it was moved and sec-
1 

onded that the House co.ncur w.tth 
the· Comm1ittee therein, and the said 
Resolutions were agreed to. · 

Pur.suant to order, and on motio·n of 
Hon. the Min,ister· of Finance, , · the 
House resolved itself into a Coni- · 
mittee of the Who1le on Supply. 

Mr. Spe.aker· left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 

Committee. 
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MR. HALFYARD--Mr. Chairman, 
owing to the circumstances under 
which we are pu,tting through Supply 
at the present time, and with your 
permission I would refer to a point 

' 
that comes under Marine. & Fisheries 
Department. I intended taking the 
first opportunity of referring to this 
matter, and I trust that I shall be 
pardoned for taking advantage of the 
present time. 

It has been intimated to this House 
by the. Prime Ministe·r, that all due 
consideration should be given to the 
dismissal of civil servants. My infer
ence to that was that no person would 
be dismissed unless some reason or 
cause was shown, such as the takirig 
of an active part in politics and so on. 
Now the person to whom I would like 
to refer is the light keeper at Hope
all, Trinity Bay, Mr. W. J. Thorne. I 
may say tha~ the. salary which he was 
receiving was exceptionally small. He 
was appointed 'four or five years -ago, 
and at that time the department found 
it extremely difficult to get some one 
to take. the appointment; there was 
absolutely nothing attractive, either 
in the way of salary, or otherwise to 
entice any person to apply for, or to 
take the appointment when offered, 
and I had to be communicated with 
before they could get any person, and 
eventually Thorne acce.pted the ap
pointment. I have been assn.red by the 
departme·nt that he has been giving 
every satisfaction, and that there 'vas 
nothing in particular against , him. I 
am now informed that a Mr. Crani
ford has been recommende.d to be ap
pointed in his place. My reason for 
taking advantage of the first chance 
to speak of this is why I a.m speaking 
of it now. Mr. Thorne is a satisfactory 
man in every way. I do not know 

\ ' 

how many of' his sons ·went to France 
during the war, but I know that he 
lost two sons at the front, and as a 
consequence the mother practically 
died of a broken heart. Mr. Thorne 
now has three or four small children, 

and owing to that, and having no 
''rife, he has to stay at home at pres
ent, and he is therefore -in a better 
position to look after the work now 
because of his having to stay at home, 
tl1an whe·n the appointme.nt was made. 

Mr. Field, an official of the Light
house Department, who happened to 
be in the district last week was 
wired to proceed to New Harbour, to 
ask Mr. Thorne for the key of the 
lighthouse, confe.r with Mr. Craniford, 
and instruct him as to the keeping of 
tl1e light. That was all the. notice Mr. 
Thorne received, and he took the 
trouble. to come to St. John's and in
terview me-and he trie.d to inter
view the Minister of Marine and Fish
eries, but that official was out of 
town. He spoke of interviewing the 
Prime Minister, but I told him that 
the Prime Minister was a very busy 
man, and even if he did se·e him, the 
n1atter would only be referred ~·to the 
Department to which it related. 

As I have stated in any remarks 
that I have made relative to the dis
missal of officials, I know there. has 
been a number of dismissals made 
which I would not speak of in this 
House-which this House would not 

' 

take any notice of. These are a.ppoint
me.nts which have been made under 
some old Liberal regime, perhaps, 
which were lost again on a change of 
Government. Then when tl1ere. is an
other cha.nge of Governme·nt, I am 
quite satisfied to see the. old man put 
back again. But this is a different 
situation altogether. There is no jus
tification for any change being made 
i11 conne.ction with this appointment. 
It means quite a lot to this man, who . 
l1as got accustomed to the work, and 
possibly he would have made ar
rangements to go somewhere away 
from New Harbour had lie k.nown that 
hf~ was going to lose this job. 

I do not think it is necessary for 
me to stress the point any further, 
but I really would impress upon the 
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members ·of this House, and I feel 
sure· the ·Executive will ·,appreciate, 
the dangers of doing these things
and I feel sure. that the matter was 
just 'spoken of without 'considera
tion. But I am sorry that the Minister 
is not here, because I think that the 
hea'ds of ·Departments should take 
into consideration the re·commenda
tions of ·certain people, and the mo
tives fro1n which these sugge.stions or 

I 

recommendations are made before 
doing · an injustice to any individual. 

I may sa.y that during the whole of 
my time as representative of Trinity 
District, from 1919 to the present 
date, I think there were three or four 

, 

changes made, and the.y were made 
to put back men who l1ad been ap
pointed by preceding Gove.rnments, 

I • 

that were regarde.d as perhaps poli-
, ' . 

tically· obligated to certain individ-, 

uals for reinstaten1ent. If a new ap-
pointment was ma~e, it 'vas to a new 
department, or a new office, or a 
party had resigned, or his office had 
become vacated. 

Politically, it is the wost thing you 
' ' 

con do, and if I were only considering 
the matter from a personal point of 
view, I would not speak of it, because, 

' -
possibly, I n1ight be more favourably 
. . ' . 

dealt with in treating "~ith the Gov-
ernment if I we.re to remain quiet. But 

. ~ . 

I am not constituted that way. That is 
not the kind of thing that I can do. 

' That may be a personal reference, 
' ' ·but I am here representing Trinity 

District, and as long as I am here, 
and a~y matter is brought to · my no
tice ;th.at I .con,sider an injustice I will 
~ring i.t to tl1e attention of the pow-

. - . 
ers that .be, and they can gove·rn 

' ' ' 

thems,elves accordingly. 
• I ,. 

I understand that the Minute has - . 

been made, but J do not lrnow whether 
the De.partment has been officially 
notified, but I would specially draw 
the attention of the Colonial Secre
tary to this ' matter. I certainly think 
that the Government should hesitate 

to put that Minute in force before mak-
'· . 

ing investigations and giving · ·the 
matter furtl1er consideration. . . ( r 

. 

MR. GRIMES: - _Mr. C~airm_an_ , 

there is a.noithe·r po·int ,that I , 'vo·µld 
' 

like to draw the -atte~tion o.f . th~ ~.ov1 

er·nment to in co·nnection with , tl1e 
' ' ' , . 

questio·n of dismiss.als, and. that :. i.s 
this. When you dismiss a man wh0 
has been at the· particular ."vVork for 
some · time, yo·u_ go, and appo:int . :;i, man 
who has not the , tra.irting .. necessary 
to qualify him for . work that , needs 
exp·erience. . I understand tl1.at the 
G-overnment hav·e come out strongly 
on the question of eco.no·my-;-t,h.e)"' ar.e 
going to sav,e the m·oney of the ., tax-
payers. of this country. If . you . are 
going to continue dismissals , · a1ong 
these 'lines, I fail to see ho·w that , pol
icy of economy is go·ing to be carri~~d 
out, becauise every time you disn1iss 
a lightkeeper you have to get a rna11 

to go out to the lighthouse and talre 
his p1lace; and, unless that mr.111 ·.is 
trained to· take· the p·ositio·n, yo.u : httve 
got to pay fo·r sending some man C)ut 
to in-struct him. You have to · pay tlle 
travelling expenses of the Inspect.or, 
and his board and lodging all tl1e 
time he is instructing the other. 'l.,hi .~ 

is incurring expense· that is ·entirely 
.. 

' , f l .I . 

If, as the Prime Minister pointed 
! . 

out so,me days ago·, a civil servant i.s 
' known to· have been activeily support-

ing and wo1rking for one p.arty or ·~n
other, then you have so1ne. justiftcati'c)11 

( \ ' I 

for rljsmissal. But a man who . has 
not been' actively engaged in that 

•/ ' .t 

m.anner should not be distur·bed ir1 his 
positio,n. 

I think, then, that the Gov.ernment 
should hesitate befo,re it 111akes 
changes ·Of this kind, until they have 
all the facts before., them. Oth.erwise 
the·re, is going to· be ,. a whole . :) ot. of 
unnecessary expense ,in con11ectio,n 
with all the departments. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER: Mr~ 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 105 

Ch.airman, I beg to say in response 
to Mr. Halfyard and Mr. Grimes that 
if there · had "not been so many politi-, 

cal ·dismissaJls of pE}ople from · o.ffice 
by past Go.-vernments there would not 
be anything like ·the present agitatio11 
froin these districts ·to· have the san1c~ 
thing · done aga.in. Yo·u wi11 reaclily 
un·derstand how difficult it is ·for us 
on the· Go·ve·rnment side o·f the Ho·use 
to answer these people, ' when we a.re 
being ' to11d that the 'other G-overn
ments did it once, and theref'ore there 
is no rea.son why we should not de} it 
again. I · do not agree with that ar
gument because ·1 do· not think it i's 
right. 

l I ~ • t 

.I shall be glad to take into· consid-
, 

' • t ~ • 

eratio·n this matter of Mr. Thorne, 
' 

m'entoined by Mr. Halfyard. If he has 
never taken ai1y active part in 1>olitics 

' 

I certainly think we shall hesitate 
I 

before dis1nissing him, or replacing 
. \ • t 

h.im. · I do not know the circumstances 
of this particular case, but I have im-

. . . \ ' 

pr·e1ssed this very situation on _Capt. 
Winsor, and I do not think that he 

f i :0. 

wou1ld ha.Ve· made this alte.ratio.n un-
• 

1 ~ss he had reaso·n for it. However, 
' ' 

I sha'll endeavour to find out the cir-
cumstances and give the rea.sons to 

I 

the House when it next meets. 
' ' 

I may say that I do, not want to fol
low · the· po1icy of the late Govern
ment. I · co·nte.nded that it was wro·ng 
when done by the late -Govt., and 
I do not_ want to do it myself. But it 

' ' 

must be . recognized that there are 
several men who are. holding po·si-

' ' 

tio·ns . to·-day who· we.re put there fo·r 
, I , 

no other reason than because they 
l ' 

were 'suppo·rters , of a certain sect of 
the · community-put there for· that 
reaso·n and for .that reason only, and 

. I t • i 
~ , .. . ' 

not because o.f any qualification fo·r 
) \ I \: 

the particula.r job which they hold. 
' ' 

And whi1le, as I say, the Government 
have made up their minds to· try · and 
get the p.articulars in any case. whe,re 
there may be some que·stion .as to 
whether the man has be'en politically 

biased, stil1l it must be · under·stoo·d 
tl1at a man may be ·thrown out of his 
jo·b for so·me other go·od re·ason, · such 
as jnc.apacity in his offic~.. He may 
have been dismissed for some such 

' . . ... ' 

good reason. But I promise these 
ge11tlemen that we will go into .these 

,· ·. 
cases, and we shall be .glad . to. co·n-

• • ~ f ,; • 

sider it, an.d see whether the·re may 
' ' i 

be any injustice. 
1 I , I , 

MR. HIBBS: -Mr. Chairman, I an1 
glad to hear what the ·Prime· Minis.
ter 11as had to say on this .qt1estion 
of dismissals, and I believe· that he is 
sincere in what he says. But th.at is 
beside the p·oint. I want to speak 
no·w of a coup[e of instances in the 
Disrtict of Fogo. I may say that I nev-
er made any recommend.ation for . the 
dismissal .- of any perso·n in the. Dis
trict of Fogo as lo;ng as I have been ,re-
presenting that district, although . in 
many cases my friend~ have :r;equest~ 

ed me to· have tl1is o·r that person~ dis
missed. N O'\.V, I felt that if he wer·e 

' 

dismissed for activiti~s in politics, a.n 
appointment would be mp.de of a per
son ·on the other side of equal activi-. ' 

ties. It is just a matter of dismiss-
ing an individual 'wh:o has been inde
cently oppo·sed to me in order to ap
point a pe·rson who has been 'inde
cently sup·po~rting me, and who is then 
probably heading for another dismis
sal four ye.ars hence. 

· I think it i.s time· that we made ttp 
our minds on b·oth sides of this Ho,use 
to cut this. thing o,ut. It is not doing 
any good. Just as soon ·as a man be
comes qualifie.d for the pbsition the 
holds, the·n you dismis.s · him just be
cause he has been , op.p:osed : to·· yo.ur 
party, and yo1u appoint a· greenhorn. 
T'hen the re,prese·ntative· of that dis
trict-· he make·s up his n1ind 'that 'i'f 
he ever gets back · into the Govern-
ment a.gain,/ he is go,fng to have · that 
man who · was dismissed reinstated. 

That matter shoulld be given con
side·ratio.n. It 0 1nly creates bad feel
ing, and does not do· much good all 
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ro·und. I . think if both side·s of the 
I-louse made up their minds to cut this 
out it ·would create a beter _feeling. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Chairman, 
I would take a.dvantage of this oppor
tunity and tl1e ·presence of the Minis
ter of Agriculture and Mine·s in the 
I-louse this afternoon. I am deligthed 
to see him in that positio·n; and I 
tl1ink he is well worthy of it. He has 
served thi:s. House, · and his . clistrict, 
and I ·may even say the co·untry as a . 
politician ·and debater in this House, · 
and I am delighted to see him occupy
ing the ·position he holds to·-day. 

·it was intimated by the Prime Min
ister in reply to a questio·n about the 
granting o.f timber 1icenses that · it 
will ·be the policy of the Government 
in future to dispose of any timber 
'lands either by tender or by auction. 
That is a very ·commendable policy, 
but I do not think that the Minister 
of Agriculture and Mines has the 
power to do that under the present 
Act, arid I sU:p,pose the idea is to 
amend the Act so as to enable him to 
d.o that. 1 

f 

IION. PRIME MINISTER:-The Act 
will be .amended. 

MR. HALFYARD:-There is a.noth
er matter, of which I am sure the 
Minister himself knows, and that is 
that there is a number of outsta.nding , 

who have lost their cattle are, of 
course. the sufferers. 

I think Mr. Cra.mm, th.e ho·n. mem
ber for Bay de Verde, is particularly: 
acquainted with that section of the 
R.ailway Act by which the inanage
ment of the r·ajlway is now go.verned 
with rega.rd to any claims presented 
to them fo·r cattle killed by the rai~

way. I understand that where any 
animal is killed a mile fro·m the place 
in wl1ich the owner of that animal re
sides, the owner of. the animal re
ceives no co·mp·ensation. At New 
Harbour tw.o or three peo·ple have 
lo·st cattle. These animals were ki1ll
ed between New Harbour and Broad 
Co·ve, and tp.ey were not a mile from 
any settlement, but being nearer to 
B.road c ·ove tha.n New Harbour, they 

' . 

were mo·re than a mile from New 
) ' . 

Harbour, the c1aim was disallowed. 
I wo.uld like fo.r the Government 

to· give thi's matter the.ir c'°nsidera
tion. I th1ink they will see that it is 
unnecessa.ry now for the Government 

' I to refer these claims to the Dep·art-, ' 

ment of Agriculture and Mines. The 
Government no·w runs the Railway
and the Government has to pay the 
claim anyhow. 

I 

Now, there. is a clause which oc-
1 

curred in the manifesto of Sir M. P. 
Cashin that always a.ppealed to me 
as one wh.ich I wo·u1ld support. It re
ferred to· the 'establishment of a cat-

claims in his dep.artment against the tie claims commission. 

railway fo.r cattle. ki·lled by the · r·ail- (Reads from Bennett Manifesto.) 
way. . I wo·uld like him to give that N . 

1 
·h R .d N 

matter his consideration. I have about O·W it is no anger t e e1, e·w-
fo.undland Compa.ny. It is the Govtwenty-three outstanding c:laims for 
ernmen t. I would like for the Prime the District of Trinity for cattle· kill-

ed on the railway track. Some of Minister and his Government to· giv·e 
this matter· their very first cons.ider-

1 these claims originated quite recent-
ation. I tried to get the ma_tter at

ly-in the month O·f May. It was no tended to, but we could not get down 
goo·d for me, even as Railway Com- to it and I trust that the Go·vernment 
missioner,, to appeal _to the Claims - ' -
Agent of the Newfoundland Go·vern-
ment Raillwa.y to get these people 
co·mpensated for their losses+-there is 
always some technic.ality in connec
tion with these claims, and tho·se 

will tak~ some steps 'in the matter. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-Mr. 
Chairman, I would like to sa.y .in re
sponse -to the rema.rks made by Mr. 
Hailfyord that the Government have 
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had under consideratio,n this question 
of lo.ss of cattle on the Railway, and 
have decided that that matter · is 
really not one for the Department o.f 
Agr1culture and M.i:nes, but should be 
dealt with by the Railway itself, and 
so I have had these claims handed 
over to the, cla.ims agent of the Ra1i1l
way to ·take up, and ha.ve them ad
justed to the· best pos.sible adva.ntagej 
Mr. H1alfyard was a me·mber of the 
Exeicutive and o·f :the Railwa.y Com- , 
missio·n, and he has told us th.at there 
were little troubles which prevented 
these things ·from being .settled in 
his day, and I presume, the sa.me 
troubles may co·nfront the clai:ms 
agent of the Railway no·w, who has 
the matter entire1ly in his hands, but 
we hop·e, to be .a.ble to get these claims 
settled sa.tisfa,crtorily. 

The Chairman from the Co·mmittee 

M:r. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

- . 
repo·rted that they had considere.d the 
matter to· them referred, .h.ad passe-d 
certain Resolutions, and a .sked leave 
to .sit again on to-mo·rr·ow. 

On motion this Rep·ort was receiv
ed and adopted, and .it ~as ordered 
that the Committee have leave to sit 
ag.ain on to-morrow. 

MR. DUFF asked the Bon. the Prime 
.Minister if it is the intention of the 
Government to· give grants of ·timber 
lands in Newfoundland or Labradori". 
to individual applicants, or will they 
sell them by tender to the highest 
bidder for the benefit of the revenue, 
and to furnish a list of timber lands 
in Newfoundland and Labrador in 
which the rcn tals 11as 11ot been ~ paid. 

, 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER re-
plied as follows:-

ARRE_ARS TIMBER RENTS, NEWF'O UNDLAN~. 

Name~ 

Thos. Bonia . . . . . . . . . . . . 
J. T'. Bisson . . . . . . . . . . . . 
vVm . . Campbell . . .. . . . . . . .. 
Codroy Pulp & Lumber Co ... 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Locality. 
. ·. Baie Verte. 
.. Grand Pond. 
.. Codroy. 

" • • • 

I. Depn.ert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clode Sound. 
. . . . . . . . Burnt Is. Bk. Jean P. Dupre . . . . . . . . 

J. C. Gorton . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Horwood . Lumber Co. . . . . . . 
A . H . . Howard . . . . . . . . . . 

• • • • • 

• • •• 

• • I •• 

F. J. Hubbard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . Bay of Islands. 

. . Gander Bay. 

. . Terra Nova River. 

. . Gander Lake. 
R. J. Ivany ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clode Sound. 
W. F. Lake . . ~ . . . . . e e I • • 

Geo. : Langmead . . . . . . . . . . 
M. J. Mooney . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . Bay D'Es poir. 
. . . . . . Canada Bay. 
. . . . . . White Bay. 

J. J.· Oxley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Garia Bay. 
Geo. Penney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . White Be·ar River. 
A. A. & S. Pritchett . . . . . . . . . . . . . Butts Pond. 
Joseph Poissant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hare Bay, Burgeo .& LaPoile. 
L. T. Saunders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bay of Islands. 
R. W. Strong . . - . . .. - . . . . . . . . . . Clode Sound. 
Wm. Meyer .... • • • • •• . . . . . . . . Birchy Lakes. _ 

' . -
ARREARS TIMBER RENTS, LABRADOR. 

Anglo Amer .. De.v. Co. . . . . . . . . . . Vo:isey's Brook7 Big Bk. 
Joseph Dro11in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Esquimaux R.iver. 
W. J. Ellis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stag River. 
James J. Galway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gilbert R.iver. 

' 

' . 

\• ' 

I . 

' I 

. , 

• 

I ' 
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J. A. Guilmette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . St. Augustine River. 
Hamilton. Pulp & Lumbar Co ....... Hamilton River. 
Geo .. J. Jardine .· .... , .. ~ .... .... .. White ~ear River. 
James P. Hearn .. ·· '· . . . . . ·.· .. . . . . Kaipokok Bay. . ' 

Frek. LaPoi11te, . · .... · ....... . 
" • • • • • • • • • • • • 

. . . . St . . Augustine River. 
.. LaManche Ri"\rer. • • 

. ' 

- " ; 

" c l • ... • • • • , 

" • • • • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. St. Augustine River. 

.. Esquimaux River. 
< 

' 
Alfred McNamara • • • ·- • • • • • • • • .. The Backway. 

7, • 
John S. Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand River. 
Quebec Labra·dor· ·Pulp· & Lumber Co .. Forteau Bay. 

' 

~ MR. WARREN asked the . H:Qn.. the 
Minister '. of( Posts and Telegraphs how 
ma-ny motor boats are t<.1 do the work 
of the· Wren in . Fortune Bay, Her
mitage Bay a.nd Bay d'Espoir, if any 

' 

of .. these, motor b,oats h_a v~ already 
taken up the serv:ice, ,what amount is 
being . paid them or to be paid them 
and to lay upon the table of the House 

\ ' I • 

I ' .~ ' 

a copy of the notices or letters ask-
ing for tenders for the ser,rice. 

HON MINIS·TER OF POSTS & · 
TELE·GRAPHS replied to Mr. War
ren as follows:-

July 17th the Postmistress was in
structed by wire "ask tenders for 
n1ail service Garnisl1 round to Bel
leoram after Portia arrives fron1 St. 
J"ohn's." 

"Als·o ask offers for moor boat Bel
leoram to Harbour Breton calling at 
all offices Sagona and Brunette in
cluded." In reply the postmistress stat
ec1 an offer had been received for· the 
G.arnish Route or Fortune Bay , proper 
at $75.00 per trip, and the Depart
ment has received an offer for the 
Belleoram-Hr. Breton Route at $60.00 
per trip. 

There is already a nlotor ferry 
starting from Gaultois serving all of
fices in Bay d'Espoir and mails will 
be sent by that conveyance. . . 

At 26 fortnightly trjps cost , ''"ould 
be $3510.00. 

Pqrsl1ant to order; a.nd on motion 
of Hon. the Colo·nial , Secretary, the 
House resolved itself into a Comrr~it

tee of the Whole to co·ns:ider th.e B.ill 
entitled "An Act Re.specting the De-

velopment of P'ublic P 'rinting an<.l 
Statio·nery." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddis.ter took the Chair of 

Committee. 

MR. HIBBS:-Mr. Chairma.n, in 
co·nnection with the discuss.i.on as to 
th1is bill I ;would like ta ask the. Ho·n. 
the Colonial Secretary sol)1e details 
as to , the saving he expects to. make 
and to. give some o·utline. o.f them It 
is true eh.~t he went over this mat
ter the· other d.ay but I would ask 
for the information now fo.r the bene
fit of the House1 and .all in general. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
T ARY :-It .is diffic11lt ind.eed' to· give 
even an estimate of the proposed 
savings but Mr .. Hibbs, who· I know is 
a keen and observing business man 
and whose. bills I have no doubt have 
been just .and proper, will r·ealize 
that p·rinters in the past · may have 
had a very expe·nsive way of doing 
work, and this we propose to check 
by introducing the1 syste.m of tender
ing. Take for instance the printing 
of the H.ansard, Journal or Debates 
or Consolidated Statutes, I . know that 
the latter in particula.r is a very ex
pensive job costing generally a,bout 
$25,000. But it may be possibly done 
for· $12,000 if the m.achinery is to be 
put in motion ;in orde.r· to· bring· about 
economy by having all such wo·rk 
done by tender. As to the · pr.in.ting 
of stationery it is abso·lute1y impos
sible to estimate· what supplies may 

·have· to· be provided for. As I tr'ied to 
point out the other day, the system 
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in the pa.st has bee·n fo,r departments 
to give orders for small quantities of 
stationer'y and \Vhen the bills ·we·re 
sent -i.n there was i1othing · left but to 
pay them ·without · conside·ratio:n as to 
the justice of the price or efficiency 
of , the, work. But if the whole re
quisition were put into one order the 
price would be reduced accord 1ingly. 
Therefor·e there will be a big saving 
when the, objects of th,i:s bill are put 
into operation. I h.ave tried to, in
form the House as to the1 Govern
ment's attitude in this connection .and 
I believe that the ne·W syste,m will 
meet w:ith the commendatio,n of all. 
The haphazard ordering of stationery 
as in the past must naturally be ex
pensive· .and I regret that I am un- . 
able to accurately state, the estimated 
saving though it · will likely be large .. 
It is proposed to pass the bill as it 
stands though the Government 'is 
prepared to receive any reasonable 
amendments. 

MR. BROWN:-Mr. Chairman, while 
the explanatiion give·n as to printing 
is very good, I 'vould like to know 
why the name o.f the R.oyal Gazette 
is to be · change·d to Newfoundland 
Gazette. The Trade Printers and . , . 
Publishers L1imited, who for some 

' ' 
time have been in possession of that 
pape.r have, ~pent so·me $15,000 in 
providing ma.chinery for its publica
tion and I do not th.ink it should be 
taken .away fro.m them without so·me 
justification and authority. I am in
formed o·n good autl1ority and am 
prepared to bring witnesses here to 
verify it that Mr. Long ha.s stated the 
position of King's Printer is a Churcl1 
of England job. 

' 

HON. M·R. L·ONG:-I deny any 
knowledge o·f such a statement: .Mr. 

' 

Brown m.i'ght have heard lots of 
things in the night time. 

MR. BROWN-If my information is 
correct as I . have little rea.son to 
doubt, I regret that such a statement 
sho·uld be made~ As a matter of fact 

the first King's Printer 
Ryan, a Roman Catholic, 

was M'r~ 

and " the 
second, Mr. Withers, a1n Anglican, and 
if a Methodist has now ·got .it ·he 
should be allowed to retain it. I do 
not wish to: stand for·· se.ctarianism 
but if printing is to be put out to 
tender the present holder of the posi
tion mer1tioned should be . given ·· · a 
chance. In my opinion there is pre
judice in co:µneGtion with the. ,job arid 
while I am not against , the bill I hope 

: ~ .' ) 

this matter .will , be given considera-
tion. 

HON. MR. BE'NNE,TT :-In reply , ~~ 
' 

Mr. Brown I would like ,tQ point o-q.t 
that o'n. the second reading . qf . tne 
bill I stated clearly that the· pr~s-

, . . ' 

ent owners of the Ro·yal Ga.zette have 
done their work as far ::rs · · I · know 
satisfactorily and that ·Mr. · · Thistle 
has shown every ·competence. As to 
the latter gentleman there · is no 
question whatever of religio·n. · While 
he is the ma.nager of the firm · I t,hin~ 

that the principal share·holders. in 
th·e fir·m are Anglicans and it ·is thes·e 
who suffe·r by discrimination. He 
would get his salary anyway· . as 
ma.n.ager. I think it · altogether µn
worthy of this House that such · a 
question should be introduced ·be
cause if · the work is to· ·be given on 
denominational line1s it would be far 
better to, tear· up the b,i!ll . If legisla
tion is to be conducted' in that way. it 
would be 'better to have none at a.11. 
, MR. B.ROWN' :~That is my idea. 

MR. BE.NNETT:-As I said before 
the present firm have given every 
satisfaction in their , work· and I as

. sure Mr'. Br·own that they will be 
given a squa.re deal and every fair 
play~ I fo1r .on·e ·do ·not · propose , to ., 
throw aw.ay a chance to econOfl?.I:Ze 
because of re·asons ·· of religion. A,s 
to the change o·f the· -name fro·m the 
Royal Gazette to . the Newfoundland 
Gazette, that is only follo·wing the 
prece·dent of the other · Do·minions as 
in Canada it is called the· ,cana.dian 
Gazette .and the term only designates 
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the Colony of issue. Originally the 
Royal Gazette was a business paper 

· and was also kno·wn as the Adver
tiser- and the o·nly ch.ange no·w is 
from the "Royal" to "N ewfo11ndland.'" 

· There ·is absolutely· no intention to 
· discriminate against the present own
ers of the paper or to injure them 
and they will be given a square deal 
in every w.ay. .J 

MR. ·BROWN:-While I believe in 
t°he sincerity of the· Hon. the· Colonial 
Secretary and his intention to give 
a square deal, I do· not like to hear 

' ' 

sucl1 reports as those mentioned as 
they can do no good. , I trust that Mr. 

' 

Bennett will ' see that matte·rs in 
connection with the bill are put right. 

MR. HIBBS :-Mr.· Chairman, get
ting ithi:s matte·r down to a business 
viewpoint, it appears to me that the 
Government is launching out upon 
a ne·w v.e·nture and entering into a 
proposition with which they are not 
acquainted. The Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary cannot be aware of the de
tails of the project and if I thought 
there would be a saving I would 
support the bill but I believe that 
wl1at gives rise to its intro·duction is 
mainly misrepresentation of facts. 
Last year figures for printing for 
the Postal Telegraphs and another 
department were given out and they 
were all wrong. In connection with 
the order for the Postal Telegraphs 
I found on investigation that the 
price given for the orde·r would not 
pay for the paper alone. I enquired
of the proper authority on the 'phone 
and he· told me the figure· stipulated 
was wrong tho·ugh at the moment I 
had a copy of the tender on my desk. 
This giving· of false figures in tend
e·rs is one· of the things that Sir 
Michael Cashin in particular con
demned and I am sorr·y that he is 
not in the House to-day. As a mat
ter of fact the present bill is a dog 
in the manger ·policy and prompted 

. by jobbers who if they cannot get 

. contracts try to prevent others from 
doing so. I greatly fear that the Hon. 
the Colonial Secretary will be dis
appointed as this bill is not going 
to do all that is expe·cted of it. You 
are creating a sub-d·epartment · of 
which nobody can estimate the cost. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE-. ' 
TARY:-That is .not so-the work 
will be done by one official and . an . / 

assistant. 

MR. HIBBS_._! think that assistant 
will soon be applying for more as
sistance thougl1 I do . not doubt tl1e 
ear11estness of the Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary ·as to his idea· of saving. I 
'vould like to say Mr. Chairman · that 
I cannot understand all this para
J;•l1ernalia as to the printing of work. 
lTnder this system we will have de-
1>uty ministers calcutting the . an~o11nt 

of work necessary; he will send the 
order to another; then it will · be 
passed to· the King's Printer ·and · by 
him to the con tractor . Why not O·b
viate all this by making it compulsory 
for the deputies ito anticipate the 
needs of their departments fo·r the 
year and ask for tenders tor the 
whole job. If the·. Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary has to O.K. all the orders 
coming in under the p·roposed sys
tem, he will certain,ly be kept busy. 
There are· a lot o·f departments and 
a lot o·f printing to be done and I 
do not think this system is going to 
work out satisfactorily. I .am glad 
to hear the Hon. the Colonial Sec~e
tary and therefore I do not see the 
need o·f a cha.nge and the introduc
tion o·f a new departm~nt which is 
bound to· grow in cost and w.ill not 
give retur·ns. Another ph.ase· of the 
question that I would 1ike to· ·point 

• • • out is that there is no prov1s1o·n 
against the King's Pr'inter placing 
the order for the printing in Canada 
or· England. As everyone kno·ws the 
offices here can handle the work, and 
home industry should not be lost 
sight of. Hundreds of men are earn-



. 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 111 

Ing ·their living in the lo·cal offices 

and it would be a.n injustice to· have 

them deprived o.f work and cast out. 

You say you will save money but I 
think . this is false economy and if 
some 150 pr'inters have nothi:ng "to 
tlo they will have, to le:ave the coun
try as they are not fitted for other 
work. Ther·efore I a.sk the Hon. the 

' 

Colonial Sec.retary to insert a clause 
in the bill guaranteeing the giving ·of 

' 
the wo.rk to local offices, provide·d of 
course that their figures .are reason
able. Let the dep·uties of the depart
ments do. the work of calculating 
what is necessary for the.tr offices 
without the overlapp.ing propo·sed 
and send the requisitions to the Col
onial Secretary. I must say th.at I 
think a clause should be inserted to 
prevent the propo·sed juggling with 
orders. I will give the bill my 
hearti'est support as lo.ng as I am 
assured the rights of local o.ffices 
will be protected .and that orders will 
not be placed abroad on the basis that 
the pr'ic.e for 100,000 lots is cheaper 
there proportionately than for 5,000 
lots here. Any firm here will give a 
lower figure for a large o·rder than 
for a small one, that is proportionate
ly. Before taking my seat, Mr. Chair
man, I would like· to say that in less 
than two years the Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary will find more than one 
working in his new department and 
that its cost will be far more than 
calculated now while no saving will 
result. · I wish to express the opin
ion .again that the chief reason for 
the introduction of the bill is _the giv
ing of false figures for work by those 
'vho .are desirous o.f cutting in under 
those who are at pre·sent getting the 
orders. 

However, I wish this bill every luck. 
Before I ta,ke my seat I wish to repeat 
here now, and I want the Colonial 
Secretary to pay attention to what I 
am saying, that befo,re 2 years he will 
have found that he has .. made a mis-

• 

take. His hopes .will not be , realized 

and this department will not cost less · 

than $7 ,000. 

. MR. GRIM:Es :-· I would like to . ask 

the Coloniai Secreta.ry a questio11. In 

Sec. 3, "Such a po·,ver may be exer

cised," I think "shall''' sho·uld l)e sub-
, 

st.ituted for "may." 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY·:
In reply to o·ur· friend Mr. Hi.l)b·.~, I 
am very glad he raised the poi11,t with 
regard to o·utside pri11ting. I w .1nt to · 
info·rril the co,untry that there ·s i10 
idea of go·ing outside Newfoundland. 
It never was contemplated and he11er 
suggested to do a.nything of the lrind. 
Any W<)rk done ~n lllY dep·a,rtn1er1t 
will be done lo·cally. ~n article sl1ow:
ing the necessity for ecoriomisj ng jn 
expenditures of :I»ublic monies wl1ich 
I read the other a·ay, show1s there is 
great ro·om fo 1r economy in the anio!:J.nt 
spent a.nnually by this Colony, a}1d 1 
can o·nly say that tl1is ineasure is only 
decided . up0n .- in the interests of tl1e 
country. It w·ould bP suicide , for any 
government to bring n ena, ctml.~11ts 

• 
to starve 1)ur· O·Wn peo,ple. . I wot1ld be 
the· last in the world to be the n·te~tns 

' 
of taking mo,ney o·ut o.f t11e h a11ds nf 

, 

working men by sen.ding W·orl{ a"\vav 
' ' 

when it could be done here. I <lon 't 
care what the price :rp.ay be, beca,us~ e 

we know many est.ablishme11ts ~ n 

England whe·re they do· the w<Jirk at 
ridiculously low prices, even i.n '"'nrn.
par.iso·n . with Ca.nada a.nd the T_Tnitc~d 
States; but 've are not going t0· scn(l 
money away to give other peopJe e'-n 
ployment and let our own p0ople r e-

, 

mar:n idle. · 

I may sa.y that the act is so _ for111e tl · 

that the granting of the contra.ct jc; in 

the hands o·f the Colonial Secretary 
and the (~'olonial Secreta.ry \Vill r)~ 

the Minister in cha.rge of this d 0p rtr t 
ment. 

The act .1lso provides that tenrle;·s 
must be called fo.r. Sec. 7 sa}Ts ''All 
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purcha,ses :ind all printing .... .. . after 
the ·tenders have. be.en , called fo·r ,." . 

, . . 

W.ith regard to the· future, I am per-
fectly satisfied to· 1ea,ve it in the ilands 
o·f t :me, and sho·uld l be a~ble in a year 
to show the House. that · I saved $20,-
000, I ho,:p·E} .. you will . b~ the first gen-, 
tleman to, :tise and congratulate rn.e 
on it. I thank the Honourable i11e111-

' ber a1s being very fair and givi11g 111e 
an ·Opportunity of emphasizing the 
fact that no printing will go· out of 

. th-is country. 
. 'The King's Printer must be a man 

connected w:ith the printing business. 
Next he . must know local prices and 
conditions and . also he must be a good 
judge of the quality. , 

. . ' 
MR. HIBBS :-Do you intend that 

r1b printing whatever sh.all go 011t of 
the country? 

, I!ON. COLONIAI..i SECRET·AitY:-·-
You have got to make exception·. We 
must allow for any work that cannot 
·be done here . . . . 

lVIR·. HIBBS :-Anytl1ing that cannot 
be do11e here should · be .specitic-: 1 in 
th.i1s ·bill. I -,vould like to see tl1at 

clause inserted. 

l\lfR., I-IICKMAN:--1 want to· put nly
self on record as being opposed to 
this bill. Tt is a Government bill r111d 
goos throt1gh in any case. I am wa: t
ing to 11ear the explanations to tJ1e 
qt1estion aslied by Mr. Hibbs. Wl1at 
saving would be · to the credit of thi ~; 

depa.rtment. Mr. Bennett is i1ot abl .. 
to give any eistimate whatever. If 11e 
ca,nnot give th.is, he has no justifica-
, 

ti on for 1ntroducjng this b"ll aP. d 

creating another departme:nt ill t"ne 
Government. The I-Ion. Co1oni-:tl Sf.,, c
retary refers to the printing of t11e 
co.ri.so·lidated statt1 e.<:'. where 1-le says 
·a saving can be effected. As far as I 
can learn the C'onsolidated St,1tut~·s 

are o·nly printed once every ten ")cars, 
SC) that there cannot be much saved 
under that. T·he King's Printo1"" vv.ill 
be a Go,vernment serv·a,nt and '\Vill ·n-

sist that Government patronage, l;e 
given that King's Printe;r just a!3 ha.s 
been do·ne in the past. 

Tl1is is 0ne reason 'Yl1y this . hill to 
c1:'eate a new departme.nt will co~t 

' I ' ' ~ ' 

tl1e country no body knows how much. 
I ' • • / 

The sala,ry of the King's Printer, tl1e 
' ' . 

stationery, and the office furniture, 
' ' . 

w:ill cost ~no.re than the saving on tl1e 
printing. . I am oppo,sed to the lliJl 

• ' ,. r ~ 

i:p. that form for creating 'a 0epart-
, . . ' ) 

ment without knowle.dge of the,. sav-; 
ing to be effected. . \ . 

MR. GRIMES :-I · wish to· e11(lcr&e 
tl1e remarl\:s made by the leader of ·t11e 
Opposition. You are taking , a. leap in 
the dark as ·to the amount yo·t1 ~re 

going to effect in saving. The Col~ 

onial Secretary gave ,out in the e3t -
mates that the coist of the stati.0!1ar·y 
in co·nnectio·n with the Go·vernn1ent 
was $135,000. A great deal of , tlie 
cost was for stationery and printing 
that will not be required in · the c<1;n""" 

ing year. The p·rinting done in con· 
nection with the· elect 'ons and · acts 
of var.ious l\:inds th.is year did not cost 
any mo.re than $100,000. . Assl1ming 
that you "vould save 10%, '\Vhicl1 I 
doul·t, that would be $10,000. What is 
the difference going to cost-· F11r11is~1:

jng the office· and the e,xpenses 'Of get
ting stationery. I do not . think y.ou 
would get that done under $4.000. 
Then there is the rl1nning of t11at of;.. 
fice. The r1ext quest (on. Sur>posi ... 1g 
you call for tenders and stationery 
fluctuates. You ca.11 for tend~rs to
day at one price·. Six months ~ater 

you get another price. Then yo·:i hai;c 
th.e smaller job pr,inter who mig;l1t TJe 
a.ble to· do a much smaller jo,b · tl1,1n 
a printer 'N"O·uld. "\Vhere they (lo· just 
one kind crf 'vo·rk a job printer i11igl!t 
l ·e able to save a considerable sum. 
I say tl1is ·Lhing ought to be left o:vGr 
t1ntil the Winter Session and l c-:t us 
have the figures that we have aslictl 
for. 

I a.gree "\Vith the princ·· p1e of tl1e 
bill a.s far as it tries to,· effect a sav-

• 
. . 
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ing. But we want to kno,w if it is 
really going to effect a. saving. 

MR. HICKMAN:-! confess tb.at I 
• • 

am not quite clear on that. I ca.nnot 
see how the department is to, get any 
revenue. I agree with the· pri11ci1lle 
that printing be done by Government 
tender. But the Government J1as to 
pay for 'ts Government printing. I 
cannot see bo·w any revenue will ac
crue unless it is doing a . commercial 
business and turning o,ut printed 
material? 

MR. GRIMES :___.l\fr. Cha.irma11, I 
beg to aslr the Colonial Secretar"; if 

• 

he would leave it stand over until to-
morrow. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETAilY: -
What is the point now? 

MR. GRIMES :-I want to get SOi11e 

idea about the stationery. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRET1Ail Y :-
I can g ve you any idea,. 

. MR. GRIMES:-Have you got the 
figures as to the value of stationery 
for the different departments? 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY 
reads the figures. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-! would like 
to aslr if it is the intention of the 
Go,vernment to1 ·advertise for the go.v
ernment departments t1nder the King's 
Printer. Perhaps the railway might 
advertise in this. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Oh, the railway will advertise in the 
daily pape·rs. Any official adve.rtise
ments will go in the Newfoundland 
Gazette. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-But the daily 
advertise·ments. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The advertisements from the railwa,y 
in cennection with the sailings of 
ships, mails, w:ill go 1 1n the daily pa
pers, but the· o·fficial advertisements 
would go in . the Ga.zette and the 

King's Printer will have all the busi: .. 

ness in connection with it. If ·the 

Minister of F:~'.nance wanted to1 adver

t.ise some thing in co,nnection with 

the department he w,ould send it to 

the King's Printer. 

MR. HALFYARD:~The Colonial 

Secreta.ry did not say anything abo·ut 

advertising from the Public Depart

ments that has become· a matter of 

course wlth many people. Much 
mo·ney .is expended uselessly this way. 
I have come into much disfavor with 
many people who have been looking 
for advertisements with per_.odicals, 
magazines, etc. They are, 0 1f co·urse·, 
ju:st trying to make a few dollars and 
their principal source of income is 
the Go·vernment advertis,ing. . Be
cause, when I ·was Colonial Secreta,ry, 
I would not give: permissio,n to· ad
vertise in these pamphlets for a cer
tain amount, say, fifteen, or twen
ty dollars, as the case may be, I have 
been insulted on the public streets. 
Every new administration that comes 
into office expresses amaz,ement at 
the, great waste of money in useless 
advertis.ing which is given indiscr· m
inately in periodicals; leaflet1s which 
are gotten up at Christmas time and 
at the Annual Regatta. Of co,urse 
the printers are very industr ·ous and 
I am not b1aming them. It is just as 
well to give, the party, .who· is loo,king 
for some of these advertisements, the 
m·oney, and have done with it, and I 
see nothing in the act which will pre
vent the King's Printer from do· ng 
advertising of the same nature. 

I appreciate the energy of the men 
who are trying to earn a few dollars 
in this way. But then we are in for 
the public ridicule and censure and it 
all comes back to the Colonial Secre
tary. He is the scape goat. 

MR. GRIMES:-! wish to, endorse 
the remarks of the senior member for 
Trinity, and in addition would say 

, 
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that the figures given by the C'olonial 
Seretary a few days ago require care
ful perusal. According to the Colon
ial Secretary's statement last year, 
$135,000 was spent o,n p·rinting and 
advertising, of which $25,000 was in 
co·nnection with the General Electio·n 
and $10,000 had to do with the Cen
sus. In other words $35,000 "vill be 
saved this· year· o·n tl1ese two items 
a;lone. Mr. Ashbourne and Mr. Half
yard very properly asked the ques
tio.n,1 how ·much could be sa.ved in ad
vertising. It could be safely said that 

' ' 

some tho11sands mo:r2 co·uld be savorl 
on arlvertising and the Colonial Sec
retary ha(l r{\CO·gll zed that it could 
be done: by the notice he se11t out on 
instructions from the Executive (~·ov

ernment to the Heads of Departments 
requesting thern to cut down exp·e11-
d.iture, ir1 this direction. lVIr. IIalf
yard, while Colonial Secretary, re
quested this to be done because much 
'vas being spent on Regatta Prot;ra111-
mes, Song Sheets, casual peri<J ti, als 
and in other way.s which were prac
tically useless as. advertising i11e
diums. If the Colonial Secretary ¥!as 
intending h·is department to exercise 
sup·ervisio,n over the various Go·vern
ment dep·artments to· ensure this l)e
ing do·ne (and here :s where much 
can be saved). Then there was no 
need of creating new jobs for the pur
pose. Deduct the several thousands 
of dollars that could be saved on this 
kind of advertising. then ·,vhat would 
be saved on printing it would appear 
wo·uld not be large enough to equip 
an office and pa.y four 01" five thou<i
and d·ollars in salarie·~, a11d practical
ly no econo·my would be effected. . 

HON. COLONIAL SECRET'ARY:-
The Go1vernment decided tl1at and not 
th.e Colonial Secretary. He has some
thing else to· do besides find 1ng out 
how many forms, etc., e·ach depart
ment will need. T1he. King's Printer 
will have all these things under his 
care. 

MR. GRIMES:-But if the Colonial 
Sec:retary co·uld not find time to do 
th,is work then somebody in his de
partme·nt co,uld 1,1ndertake the super-
vision. · 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The1 C'olonial Secreta.ry absolutely de-
clines the honor. -

MR. GRIMES:-·! think that some
body in the C·o1lo1nia1 Secretary's de
partment might be found wl10 co·uld 
have this position alloted to him and 
a considerable sa.ving might be ef
fected in this way". 

HON. THE COLONIAL ·' SECRE
TARY :-The honourable member was 
himself at one time a Minister of the 
Crown apd he .. must kno·W the condi
tions which exist with regard to. this 
advertising. There has always bee.a 
a kind o.f disagr·eeme·nt" o·r unpleas·a.nt
ness in connection w:ith ·it. · And as 
far as the Department of Colonial 
Secretary is concerned I think that 
such supervision is absolutely im
proper. I think he should not have 
to supervise other departments. The 
fo·rmation of the l{.ing's P·rinter will 
obviate all nec.e·ssity · of this. When 
any advertising is to be done it will 
be sent to· him. If it is in order it 
will be p·ublished and he will not be 
bringing the Colonial Secretar·y un ~ 
der this unnecessary odium. T'he 
whole matte·r· is at the d1iscretion of 
the King's Printer. Down at the 
Custom House if any matter comes up 
Mr-. LeMessurier and Mr. Hutchings 
are there to do· the work and the 
Minister o·f Finance does not 11ave 
to be consulted unless it is a matter 
of grave1 import. As I sai:d the other 
day, however, the man for the job has 

' . 
to be a man o·f intelligence a,nd busi-. ' 

ness tr.a1ining a.nd character that will 
enable him to do· the ·job ·proper1y. 
The Colonial Secretary has a whole 
lot of other things to do. 

' . 

MR. HALFYARD:-The trouble has 
been that all Governments have been 
prone to put this matter of advertis-
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ing·· over on the shoulders of the De
puty Colonial · Secreta.ry. If a person 
g·oes to the· ·head of o·ne of the de
partments and asks him for leave to 
p·rint an advertise·ment, it is almost · 
impossible1 for him in h:is good nature 
to refuse and he says "all right, then, 
I'll O.K.. this, but you must take it 
to Mr. Mews, the · Deputy 'Colonial 
Secretary." · That puts Mr. Mews in 
a ·very awkward position as the D·e
puty Head of the Colonial Secretary's 
Departm·ent. The same thing might 
happen· . to . the King's Printer·. He 
may find h:imself in the. sa.me posi
tion and if. he is to· do his 'vo·rk pro
pe·rly the Exe·cutive Government will 
have to give him their support in 
sp·ite of the feelings or disposftio·ns of 
the departmental heads. Then some-

• 

thing w1ill be done which will effect . 
a saving.s. But so .long as ·the de
pµties o·r heads of departments .ap
prove advertisements the same con
ditions of things will go. o·n. Eve·ry 
ne'v Governme1nt issues circulars to · 
the d:tfferent depa;rtments to cut out. 

• f 4 • 

indiscriminate advertisements. For 
a couple o·f mo.nths they are ve·rY 
strict in thiis kind of thing. Then 

. . 

gradual~y it drifts back .ag.ain. Then 
one head or another-say my good 
fr'iend :Mr. · Walsh, the, M'inister· of Ag
riculture and Mines whose1 good na-

. ' 
ture w:i11 not allow him to refuse, any-
body g'ives permission for an .ad-

' ' vertis'ement. Then perh.ap.s Mr. 
w oodford giives another' and there you . ' 

are. B.ut give the King's Printe·r full 
authority and .support him, check 
him too if he is liable to give un-, . 

necessary a.dvertisements himself. I 
hope that the conditionR of things 
as p·r·e.dicte·d wd~ll be the· case. Other
wise no·· .savings will be effected. 

HON. THE COL.ONIAL SECRE
TARY:-! quite· agree with Mr. H.alf-. 
yard. It is high time tha~ some light 
were thrown on this matter·. It .ap ... 
pear·s that the Colonial Se·cretary has 
to be the. scap·e·-goat for everybody. 
When ever there is tro.uble in any 

dep·artment "send it over to the Col.-:-
\ 'I t ' •' I 

onial Secretary.,,, The office is a re-
. . 

gular dumping ground, for everything 
disagreeable that ·has to be qone , the . 
Col. Secretary has to do it. If any 

' ' ' 

letter o·r infor·mation th.at is likely to 
r ' t ' 

be displeasing to, somebody has to 
be sent O·Ut, then the Colonial Secre
tary has to . do it, and · he is no more 
responsible· for· 1it than any · othe·r 
member of the Executive Go·ve·rn·
ment. Mr. Halfyard · has a practical 
insight into the. nature of · the wo·rk 
and he knows how ce·rtain peo·ple· feel 

· when the· Colonial Secretary has to · 
take some actions. Mr. Halfyard was 
no more to · :blame than any other of 
his associates of the· Executive·. · ·He 
just happened to be the Colonial Sec- · 
retary. As I sa:i'd, if any minister 
has any . matter of impo1rt which he 
does not like to· handle, for· some re,a.:. 
son or another · he sends the stuff 
over to the Colonial Se·cretary for 
him to bear· the odium when the w.o·rk 
should re·a1ly have·. been done in his 
own dep.artment. It makes life al
most unbearable· sometimes, and we 
do not get any c·onside·r·ation . for it. 
The Coloniial Secretary has no par
ticular· advantages outside the· ordin
ary minister. I would like if we can 
get the unanimous consent . of the 
House to have this bill re·ad the third 
time and sent to the Upper House 
with some. other· business we have for 
them. I mo·ve the third reading of 
the b!ill. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. · · 

The Chairman, from the Commit
tee reported that they had consider-· 
ed the matter to them referred, ·and 
had passed the said Bill with some 
amendment. 

On motion this Report was receiv
ed and adopted, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a third time 
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of · Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Amend 14 
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Geo. V., Cap. 7, entitled, "An Act for 
the Encouragement of Ship Building," 
was read a second time, and it was or
dered that the said Bill be referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House on 
to-morrow. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:-! 
may explain in oonnection with this 
Bill respecting the Ship Building Act, 
in the absence of the Minister of Mar
ine and Fisheries, that it is merely 
to substitute nineteen twenty five for 
nineteen twenty-four. 

HON. MINIS1TER OF FINANCE:-! 
may say in connection with this Bill· 
entitled "An Act to Amend Chapter 24 
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled, "Of the Payment of 
certain Fees and Charges by Stamps." 
that there is only a slight change be
ing made. It is of no importance. Just 
the changing of the word five to 
twenty five. That is all that is in the 
Bill. 

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Formerly, a person · could go down to 
the Finance Department and buy five 
dollars worth of these stamps and the 
Department was becoming a retail 
store. It is now proposed that these 
people who want the stamps are to 
buy at least twenty five . dollars worth. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
v\re want to change the Department 
from a retail to a wholesale store. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Finance, the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Amend Chap
ter 24 of the Consolidated Statutes 
(Thir,d Series) entitled, "Of Payment 
of Certain Fees and Charges liy 
Stamps," was read a second time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:-In 
connection 'vith this Bill respecting 
the Boy Scouts I think I may say for 
the ·information of the House that it is 
merely to put into effect the same 
arrangements which exist i11 other 

countries of the Empire. It is not a 
measure of any importance to the 
House. The Bill is brought in at their 
own request and the passing of it will 
only be endorsing the movement which 
has done considerable good in this as 
well as in other parts of the Empire. 
It is hoped I think that this will have 

\ 
the result of further development o.f 
the movement. I have much pleasure 
in moving the second reading of the 
'Bill. 

·Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Hon. the Mi'nister of Justice, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Further and Pro
tect The Activities and Interests of the 
Boy Scouts Association in the Island 
of Newfoundland and Its Depend
encies," was read a second time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill l ., e 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 

Second reading of Bill for confirm
ation of an Agreement with the Nfid. 
Milling Co., Ltd. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-In mov
ing the second readi11g of this Bill I 
would like to ask the indulgence and 
consent of the House to have it read 
the third time also this afternoon and 
have the matter disposed of. I take it 
that almost all the meml\ers are prac
tically in favour of it a,nd I do not 
knovv of any suggested amendments 
-vvhile it was in the committee stage. 
As Mr. Palmer wants to leave on Sat
urday he would like to have the Bill 
passed before he goes. He asked me if 
possible to have it railroaded through 
the legislature this afternoon so that 
it inight go to the Upper House to
morrow . . If the members have no 
criticism to off er I would like to move 
th9-t it be read the second and third 
time. 

Pursuant to order, and on motio.n of 
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en
titled "An Act to Confirm an Agree
ment \Vith the Nfid. Milling Co., Ltd.," 
was read a second time, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be referred 
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to a Committee of the Whole House 
presently. 

On motion, and by unanimous agree
ment the Bill entitled "An Act to Con
firm an . Agreement with the Nfid. 
Milling Co., Ltd.," was referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House pre-
sently: . 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the Chair of Com

mittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pass
ed the said Bill without amendment. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time pre
sently. 

Whereupon, by unanimous consent, 
the Bill entitled, "An Act to Confirm 
an Agreement with the Nfid. Milling 
Co., Ltd.," was read a third time, and 
passed, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill be engrossed, being entitled 
as above, and that it be sent to the 
Legislative Council with a message re
questing the concurrence of that body 
in its provisions. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

Mr .. Duff gave notice of question. 
Mr. Halfyard gave notice of ques

tions. 
Mr. Hickman gave notice of ques

tion. 
It was moved and seconded that 

when the House rises, it adjourn until 
to-morrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly. 

FRIDAY, July 25th, 1924. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-Mr. 
Speaker, I beg to pre·sent a Petition 
from the residents of Upper Island 

Cove, for m·oney for repairs to the 
road. I strongly support this Petition, 
and I would like to point out to the 
House that it is signed 1by practically 
every man tb.ere, and that the grant 
for repairs to the road is badly need
ed. 

MR. HICKMAN-Mr. Speaker, I also ' 
have much pleasure in supporting this 
Petition. I would like to say that there 
is a considerable amount of relief 
needed at present in the District of 
Harbor Grace, and more is likely to be 
needed from all appearances of the 
fishery, and particularly from that 
part of the District from whence the 
Petitio11 comes, and that it is better to 
have the relief money spent on re
pairing roads, than to give it out as 
pauper's dole and get no returns for 
it. I have much pleasure in strongly 

. ' 

supporting this Petition. 
~· 

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS:-
Mr. Speaker, I have much pleasure in 
supporting this Petition. The repairs 
to the road are badly needed and will 
be of great benefit to a number of peo
ple as it leads to about fifty or sixty 
gardens which are a part of the sup
port upon which a great number of the 
residents depend. 

HON. MR. SUL.LIVAN:-Mr. Speak
er, I beg leave to present a Petition 
from about 200 people from St. Mary's 
Biscay Bay and Trepassey, askin·g 
for the sum of $600.00 to repair a road 
leading from Portugal Cove to Tre
passey. In presenting this Petition I 
would like to say, that while on this 
matter I hope that the Government 
will s~e its way clear to continue this 
road on to Renews. This is a very im
portant road and would be of consid
erable benefit to the fishermen along 
that part of the shore. There are al
so very fine sporting grounds along 
this line, and no doubt when it was 
o·pened up it would ·be availed of con
siderably by Tourists visiting this 
country. 
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. . 

MR. WALSH:-Mr. Speaker, I 
ni'uch . pleasu're in supporting 
Petition. 

. ' 

have 
this 

. MR. MQORE:-Mr. Speaker, I have 
:much pleasure in strongly supporting 
tllis Petition apart entirely from the 
fact that it goes through a part of my 
District. I beg to say that it is a good 
idea to extend this road up to Renews, 
and that it ·would be a great benefit to 
the · fishermen along that part of the 
Cbast in particular, and for the vast 
number of people who visit there dur
ing the summer. 

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS: 
. Mr. Halfyard gave notice of ques

tion . . 
Mr. Hibbs gave notice of question. · 

· Mr. Hibbs gave notice of question 
No. 2. 

, Mr. Scammell gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Scammell gave notice of ques
tion No. 2. 

Port de ·Grave . . . . . . . . . : . . . 
~ \ 

13 
Hr. Ma n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 16 
Ferryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292 . 
Fo·rtune . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • . . 

B1urin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Burgeo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

26 
38 
12 

Plac,entia .. . . . . . . . . . . 30 . . . 

' I 
.1328 

Number of persons fro·m each . dis
trict who came to· St. Jo,hn's fo,r en-.
trance to H·a·spitals for treatment for 
six months of the present year: 

A. 
St. Barbe . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Twillingate . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . 

I . . ~ 

2 
7 

Fogo . . . . . . , . . . ·. . . . . . . . . 16 
Bo·na vista . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Trinity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bay de Ve.rde . . . . . . . . . . 

• • • • 

• • • • 

Carbon ear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Hr: Grace ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Port de Grave . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . 
Hr. Ma.in ......... ~· .· ...... . 

51 
'23 

4 
9 
3 
'l 

Mr. Chambers gave notice of ques- Ferryland .. . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 
tiori. 

Mr. Hickman gave notice of ques-
• 

tion. 
i 

HON. PRIME MINISTER, asked 
leave to table .answer to Question 
asked by Mr. Scammell on the . Or
der Paper of July 24th. 

' 

, HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY ask-
ed leave , to answer Question No. 9 ·on 
the .. Order Pap.er of July 22nd, as fol
lows: 

Number of perso·ns from each dis
ttrict wl10 can1e to, St. · J t)hn's for en~ 
trance to Ho·spjtals for treatment dur
ing tl1e calendar )7 ear 11l23: 

A. 
St. ·Barbe • • • • •. . . . ~ . . . . . . . 
T'willingate . . . . . . . . • • I • • • • 

10 
30 

lf'og·o . . . . . . . . . . . . ., . . . . . . 100 
Bona vista. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 
Trinity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 
Bay de· Verde . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 
Carbonear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Hr. Grace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Fortu.ne . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Burin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
' 

24 
30 

' Pla.cen tia . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • 100 
. ' 

St. Ge·orge:'s . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 19. 
• ' 

400 

Number from each district .who ar
rived and co1uld r1ot gain adm ·ss'ion. on 
their arr.ival and for whom board and. 

_lodging was· paid by the .Gov.~·rnmen t. 
B.-N o reco·rd ke.pt. 

.Total cost o·f board a.nd lodging, 
sho·wing . amount for each , district: 

.. c. 
St. Barbe . . . . • • • • 

Twillingate· . . . : .. 
. . . . $ 3f o.o'o 

. . . . ' . . 510:00 

. . . . . . 1,810.50 
. . . . . . . . 1,960.00 

Fogo . . . . . . . . . . 

' . . Trinity . . . . . . 
Bay de Verde· .. . . . . . . . . 3,154.30 

' ' , < > I , 2 3 4' 4'0 
• • • • • • • • Carbonear · .. . . . . 

Hr. Gr·ace . . . . . . 
Port de Grave . . . . . . 

a a a a o a I , 255•.89 

• • • • 

Hr. Ma.in . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ferryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fo·rtune . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

200.00 
233.60 

3,060.80 
589.90 
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Burin • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7'72.40 
' ' 

Burgeo • • • • . . ' • • • • • • • • 318.00 
Placentia • • • • • • • • • • • • 4,620.74 

' ' - ' • . 
St. George's • • • • • • • • • • 655.60 

' ' $24,244.63 
. . 
' 

NOTJC,E OF QUEST1ION. 
• • J •• 

, MR. CASHIN asked the· Min -: s.ter o·f 
Public Works . (1) the amo·unt of 
money exp·end.ed on Sudbury Mil:itar·y 
Hospital per )~ear . for 1921-22, 1922-23, 
1923-24; (2) how 1!1UCh o.f this mo·ney 
was authorized by v;ote and who au
tho·rized qther amounts; (3) ho·'v . . 
many Military and how ma.ny C'ivilian 
in-patients · were treated during the 
years 192i-·22, 1922-23 · and l923-24; 
(4) ho·w many Military a.nd h<?w ·many 
C vilian out-patients were· treated dur
ing the said periods; (5) the amount 
spe·nt· on electrical and other· a.ppar
atus during the same perio·d; (6) the 

t ' 

amount spent on medical and other 
supplies such' as X-ray during the 
same· period; (7) the amo·unt re-ceived 

\ • ~ ~ I \ • 

from Civilian patients for electr1cal 
and X-ray tre·atment, 'r·urkish baths; 

' ets., dur·ing same pe·r·:o·d; (8) the 
am·ount· receive·d from Civilian - in
patients dur-ing ·same period; (9) ' the 
cost per c·apita per diem · comp,ared 
with other · Hosp.itals; (10) the num
ber of visits pa.id· the Hospital by the 
Board of Hospital , Governors (11) 
when ·and by · whom were the boo·ks 
of the Hospital audited. 

MIN. OF PUB·LIC WORKS:-In re
ply to this question I may say that the 
seve·ral answers are in course O•f pre
p·aratio·n. 

MR. SCAMMEL asked Hon. the· Col
onfal s ·e·cretary to· lay on the table· of 
the House ,, a C01mparative statement 
sho,wing the scale of freight and pa.s·-

. ._ ' 

senger rates charged on the S. S. 
Prospero under the man·ageme·nt o•f 
the Shipping 'Depa.rtment and · - the 
Newfo,undland Go·vernment Ra.ilway 
respectively. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:-

The1 information asked for will be 
available at the next se·ssion. 

MR. HALFY ARD asked the Hon. 
I 

the Pr me Minister if the S. S. Mala-
koff will be taken off T'rinity Bay on 

' . 
or before August 1st. If so, what ar-
rangements are being made! fo·r a 
substitute· service? If the S. S. Mala
koff is · exclus.ive1y confined to the 
Bonavtsta Bay service; state, if any, 
the difference. in co·st of present ser
vice, whethe·r mo.re or less? If Port 
Blandford is made the railway termi
nus for the steame·r, ~ nstead of Po·rt 
Union; what is the esti.mated cost of 
rep.airs to wha.rf and S·heds at Port 
Blandfo·r·d? · 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-It is the 
intention of the Government to 
place the S. S. Malak·off 0 1n her o·ld 
route in Bonavista B.ay. T'he change 
is being made in comp1ia.nce with ~ 

demand from the peoplpe! of Bona
vista :Say to resto·re th·e service that 
was mo·st necessary and advanta.ge
ous in the interests of the Bay. No 
arrangements ar~ being made for a 
substitute service fo·r Trinity Bay, 
which .is already .served on the north 
and south sides by the railway. Tho.se 
se·ctions which are not directly s,erv
ed by the: ra.ilway will probably be 
covered by motor boat service O·r 
otherwise. The amount of traffic and 
co·nv·en · ence aff o,rded by the Malakoff 
are wholly out of proportion to· the 
co·st o.f mainta.ining the service on 
that Bay. T·he: estimated cost of re
pa:ir.s to the wharf at P.ort Blandford 
is abo1ut 3,000.00. No repairs are be
ing made to the S·he·dS. 

MR. HALFY ARD asked the Minis
te·r of Marine and Fisheries to lay on 
the table of the House a statement (a) 

-
giving the names of the party or par-
t · es who asked him either verbally or 
by letter to dismi.ss Mr. William 

' 

Thorne, L.ightke·epe·r at Hopeall, Trin-
ity District; (b) give the reas-ons why 
he as Minister of the Department re-
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commended to the Executive Go,vern
ment the dismissal of Mr. Thorne. 

THE SPEAKER:-With the per
miss ·on of · the honourable member 
this questi.o·n may be deferred till the . 
Minister .is present. 

' 

~~;· HALFYARD: - Mr. Speaker, 
with referenc e to these questic)ns 
which are riot answ.ered because the 
Min1ster is out of the House, I do not 
kno·w who·se duty if is to see that they 

. ' 

are · answered, but I think the answe~rs 
' 

shoqld be ready, because the Min s-
ter, ·Of course, depends upon the De
puty or some o,fficial in his office to 
prepa.re· them, and I think the clerk 
or So·mebody else should notify the 
D'eputy of the· question so that the 
answer ma.y be, prepa.red. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-That is 
I 

a que·stion wh'ich it · would be· pretty 
difficult for the Deputy to answe·r, be
cause you have asked for ' the parties 
who; "verbally oi:r by letter" asked for 
the dfsmissa1 of Mr. Thorne·, and I 
do not think the D·eputy would be in 

J • I 

a pos t10,n to answer that. 

. MR. HALFYA:RD1:-It may not par
ticul:arly apply to that question, but 
there . are other questions which are 
an encumber·a.nce to the order paper 
-wh;ich have been on the 01rder pa
per for some time. There are ques
tions which I a.sked the Minister o·f 
Posts and Telegraphs some d,ays . ago 
which I think the Deputy o,r so·me 
clerk .· ,in the ,office. should be . able to 
prepa:re . the answers to· and have 
ready for the House~. 

MR. D·UFF asked the Minister o·f 
Public Wo·rks to name· the responsible 
p~rt:es who· recommended a Co·m
missioner to spend public mo·nies in 
'Ticto·ria instead o.f the duly consti
tuted · R·oad Board for that section. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:
. In reply to· . my friend, Mr. Duff, I beg 
to sa.y that I answered his question 
in part yesterday, and I may say in 

reply to. this prese·nt question that 
there were mo·re than one who se·nt . 
recommendat ons for the Commis.:. · 
sio·ners who spent the money. I · think' 
Rorke was one o·f the name·s. 

MR. HICKMAN asked Hon. the· Min-· 
ister of Finance and Cristo1ms if a 
building has been t~ken o,ver for .,the 
examination and delivery , of express . 
parcels; where the . building. is situ-. ' 

ated, what . is the rental per ye.ar·, and 
what add'it·onal app·ointments wdll . be . 
made to that Department . . 

HON. MINISTER OF FINAN.CE,:-· , 
.I beg to say in reply to that que·stibn · 
that the building next door to the 
Cusom House,, belo·nging to · Edens, lias · 
been taken o·ver, but I am not yet 
sure whether it will . be ·used for e·x-· · 
press parc·els o,r for 'ge'neral goods. 
As to' new appointments, I cann.ot ·tell 
you, as I have ' not yet made 'tip my; 
mind. I am lo·oking · a.ro·und for a ' 
man suitable for the po·sition. With 
regard to the cost, it ;is costing $1150.00 
per month, and has .been take,n to.r 
one year only. 

MR. SCAMMELL asked the' M.inister 
of Po·sts and T'elegraphs to, la.y on the 
table of the House, a statement sho,w
i.ng what mail couriers are enga~ed 
in the District of St. Barbe for the 
summer season and to show wl1at ser-

~ < ' , 

vice each performs, a.nd sala~y paid 
in each instance. 

' ' . 

In the absence of the· Minister of 
Posts and T1elegraphs, . ·and with the 
perm \ssion of the ho·rt. 'member; it we,;. · 
ordered this questio,n be · deferre·d. 

MR. GRIMES aslred the· Ministe·r of ' I 
Po·sts and Telegraphs if any ne·w ap
pointments have been made· in con:.. 
nectio·n with his depa.rtment since he· 
assumed office or are in co·ntempla
tion of being made, and if so, what 
are the · re·asons therefor. 

In the absence of the Min'ister or 
Po,sts and Telegraphs, and with the · 
perm ·ss'io,n of the ho·n. member, it wa.s 
ordered this question be deferred. 
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MR.. HALFY ARD· asked Ho.n. the 
Minister o'f Pastis and Telegraphs to 
lay upon the table · ·of the House · a 
statement showing the numbe·r of 
Miles of Telegraph and Tele·p·ho·ne 
lines respectively erected by his de
partment from May 2nd, 1923, to July 
20th, 1924, also the location·· of each 
extension. 

In · the absence of the Minister of 
Posts and Telegraphs, and w:ith the 
permission 1of the hon. member, it was 
ordered tl1is question be deferred . . · 

' . 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave no
tice that he .would o·n to1-mo.rrow .mo·ve , 

the .House 'nto .. a · Committee of the 
Whole to . co·nsidder certain Resolu
tions · to co·nfirm a . co·ntract between
th.e Governme1nt a.nd. the Gander Val:.. 
ley River Pape:r Co .. , Ltd. 

MR. HALFYARD-Mr. · Speak€r.,, 
with your permission, tho11 gh . I know 
it is rather out of orde.r to ask a 
question on a · question, I thinlr it 
l1as been allowed so ofte11 that it has · 
become the custom of the House, I wish 
tc' refer to the reply given me by 
Hon. Prime Minister. Tl1ere is one 
part that I do not believe he has an
sw·ered fully: 

' 

· "If the S.S. Malak'off is ex
clusively 'confined to t!1e Bona,vista . 
Bay service, state if any, the ·· dif
ference in cost of present service, 
'vhether more or less?" 

Now there is no estim.ate. in the 
reply as to whether th·e Malakoff 
being confined to· the Bonavista Bay 
ser.".ice, d.oes so at more· or less . cost 
to the country. I may say that when 

. , I 

i11quiring the reason wl1y the Mala-
koff, which had been doing service 

' . ' 

on Trinity Bay, was be.ing taken off 
that service and confined to Bona
,·ista Bay, I impresse(l upon the 
Government that, as there must be 
a steamer on Trinity Bay, the lVfala
koff would cost just as 1nuch whether 
ru.nning on Bonavista Ba3.- or wl1ether 
it siml)ly took in the both bays on 

each trip. I was considering the 
cost of a · steamer whetl1er confined 
solely to one bay, or whether it was, 
r11nning in two. I cannot conceive 
tl1at the S.S. Malakoff 'vill cost a.ny 
less to the country if it is -confine.d 
solely to Bonavista Ba.y. With the 

' ' 

tr.ansport~tion facilities already af-
. ' ' 

for·ded Bonavista Bay, I think it is 
an_ act of injustice, when there is no 
saving to the country, for the I\1:ala
ckoff to be diverted solely to Bona-
vista Bay. 

I ·intimated that possibly tl1ere 
'\Vould be a substitute service, and 
that will cost money. I consider that 
the change will mean an extra cost 
to the Government, but i.f the Prime 
Minister is in a positio_n to· state the 
estimated saving, if any, that may 
palliate the offence of causing ~uch 
an injustice by taking the steamer 
off T'rinity Bay at this r-eason. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
I beg to lay on the table of the House 
the figures in conne,ctio.n witl1 . the 
cost of the revision of the tariff. . 

Exp·e1nses re. Revisio·n o·f Tariff. 

The Minister of Finar1ce and Cus
toms tabled a statement of costs . of 
the CommiRsion appointed to revise 
tl1e tariff, as follows:-

A11 gel, F. W., Commissioner . $ 500.00· 
Ayre, C.P., Commissioner . . · 500.00 
Ay·re & Sons, Ltd., ·Stationery 10~00 

Barker, John & Co., pe·r H·. 
M. Mosdell . . . . · . . . . . . 10.01 

Brownrigg, H. J., Commis-
• s1oner . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Caldwell, vVinifred, Type,writ-
• 1ng . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . 

Carew, W. J., typewriting ' .. · 
Dicks & Co., typewriting, 

rib bo.ns and stationery .. 
Dowden & Ed,vards, Cabinet 

File . . . . . . . .. 
Gray & Goodland, 

Stamp, etc. . . . . 

• • • • • • 

RulJber 
• • • • • • 

Greene, M., Commissioner .. 
Harris, F. F., Commissioner 

300.00' 

300.00 
1000.00 

' ~ I 

134.53 

160.00 

8.80 
500.00 
500.00 
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Hutchings, H. V., Co·mm1s-
. I 

sioner and special ser·vices 
' I • 

Johnson, Percie, stationery 
LeMesst1rier, a. W., Chair

man and on acct. special 
, services . . . . . . . . . . . . 

McKay, J. J., Commissio11er 
Mosdell, H. M:, Secretary and 

special services . . . . . . 

Nfld. Publishers; Ltd., pri11t-
ing, stationery; etc. • • • 

O'Dea, J. V., Commissic•ner 

Piercey, Wm .. Commissioner 
Redmo.nd, Gertrude,' typewrit~ 

-lng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

lleid, Florence . M., type~rit-
• ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

) . ' - . . 

Richardson, John, Janitor .. 
• 

Royal Stationery, statjo11ery 
Saunders, L., typewriting .. 
Voisey, R. H·.,, cabhire., , 

(Chairman) . . . . . . ·! • • • 

1333.00 

30.00 

•• 

3500.00 

500.00 

2666.00 

241.65 

50·0.00 

500.00 

75.00 

. 
60.06 

25.00 
93.50 
87.00 

24.00 

Stationery and Advertising:
Nfld. Pub. Co., · Che.ques, , 

Binders, Stationery, Ad
vertising, etc. . . . . . . . . $ 

tTnion Pub. Co., Envelopes, 
·Receipt Books, advertise-
ments, etc. . . 

vV. J. Edgar, 
and rib bans ' .. 

• • • • • • • • 

Typewriter 
• • • • • • • • 

• 

716.01 

I 

257.00 

120.50 
Munn & Oke, advertising . . 30.00 
Ev .. ening Telegram, adver- · 

tising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.00 
Nfld. Quarterly,, a,dve11tising 30.00 
Saturday Night, advertising 30.00 
\Vestern Star, advertisi11g 39.50 
Twillingate Sun, advertising 32.0·0 
Free Lance, ad·vertisin.g . . , 30.00 
(;..w.V.A. Magazine, allver. 20.00 
Free Press, .advertising . . 16.00 
11aily . News, advertising . . j 32 .. 00 
Trade Review, advertising . . 30.00 
Bay Roberts Guardian, adver. 28.00 

$1,443.11 
Refund on 1,056,501 qtls. 

· · $13,559.31 codfish at lOc. per qtl. 1015,650.10 

I would also like to lay· on ·the 
table of the House the cost to the 
country of the refund on the codfish 
export · tax~ , 

EXPO·RT TAX REFUND AC·COUNT. , 

()ffice Assistants ·and f o·r Se,rvices. 

S. K. Smith, ser,rices . . 
G. H. Badcock, services .. . . 

. . $1500.00 

.. ' 600.00 
B. R. Bourne·, services .. • • , e 

E. L. Ellis, services . . . . 
. ' . 

N. McKay, services . . . . . . 
I 

:BJ. L. Gardner, services . . . . 
' 

vV. Cald\vell, services . . . . 
H. V. Hutchings, services 

\ \ 

and Secretary . . . . . . . . 
H. W. LeMessurier, services 

. ' 

Hon. W. H. Cave, ser\rices 
Ca.ptain E. Dawe, services .. 

, ; ' I 

Hon. W. W. Halfyard, ser-
• vices • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • - • 

.t\. w . Piccott, • services • • • • .. 
R. G. Pike, • services • • • • • • 

. 
1425.00 

660.00 
105.00 

20.00 
20.00 

1500.00 
500.00 
300.00 

' 

300.00 

300.00 
300.00 
300.00 

Balance at Credit .. • • 

$114,923.21 
164.90 

$115,088.16 

The Chairman fro,m the Committee 
of the Whole, on Supply reported cer
tain Resolutions w·hich were re,ad .a 
first time as follows:-
Department of C1,1stoms .. $439,552.25 
Assess·or of T.a.xes . . . . . . 14,840.00 . 
Depa.rtment Accountant 

Cont:ingencies . . . . . . . . 184,617 .00 
Department Pension B.oard 

Commis,sioners . . . . . . . 651,766.00 

The said Resoluitio·ns being re·ad a 
second time., it \v.as moved and sec
o,nded that the House concur with the 
Committee, therein and the said Re
solutions were a.greed to. 

Pur:suant to order, a.nd on motion 
of H·on. the Colonial Secretary, the 
Bill entitled "An Act re,specting the 
Departme·nt of Public Printing and 

$7,830.00 Stationery," was read a third time, 

I 
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and passed, .and it wa.s ordered that 
' the said Bill be e,ngr·ossed, be,ing en-

t ' ~ . ' ' • 

titled a.s a.bo.ve and that it be sent to 
the LegdJslative Council with a mes-

\ . '. . 

sage requesting the co.ncurrence1 of 
that body in its prov,isions. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
' 

of Hon: the Ministe1r 01f Justice the 
House resolved it.self into a Commit
tee of the Whofe to consider the Bill 
entitle,d "And Act to Ame'nd 14 Geo. 
V., Cap. 7, ·entitie1d, "An Act for the 
Enco.uragement of Sh:i:p Building." 

Mr. Speaker left the Cha1r. 
' . 
Mr. , Puddiste·r took the . Chair . of 

Committee. 

· MR. HALFYARD:-I would con
sider that it would be interesting as 
a ' matter , O·f information with regard 
to this Act to kno'v the bounties 
that. were· pa.id on ship.s last yea,r, and 
what !iJs likely to be paid ne,xt yea.r. 
I would like this ju·st as a matter of 
informatio·n. 

HON. •MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
So' far · as the e·stimates show, it · is 
indicated that the1 bounties voted last 
year ha.ve not yet been ·exhausted. 
The present bill mea.ns nothing more 
than the extension of the bounty for · 
another year. If yo.u are' not prepa.r
ed. to co:ntinue I am qu,ite prepared 
for the: C'omm:i!ttee to rise. It ·is only 
a · matte.'.r of giving the Upper House 

, 

something to do. 

MR. SCAMMELL,:-Do·e's 1925 in 
' 

th.is Act mean tl1e end of the Fi.seal . ' . . 
year 19~5, or Dece,m~er 31st, ~925. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
What is in the Act? 

. MR. SCAMMELL:-;'June 30th . . 

. HON'. MINISTE',R OF JUSTICE:
The,n that mea.ns June 30th. It is 
just:, a · continuation of · the Bill for 
anothe·r· twelve· ino·nths. 

' 
MR. SCAMMEL·L:--Mr. Chairman, I 

think while we are co·ns'.idering this 
Bill . is an opportune time to draw 
the attention o.f the Prime Minister 

to a situat~on that ha.s arisen . in this 
co,untry of some importa.nce in con~ 
nection with . our fishing fleet. , I . re
fer to the, large numbe,r . of schooners 
that a.re badly in need of repa.ir ap.d 
the, fact that repairs .are exp·ensive·, 
that the· O·Wne·rs are unable to under-:-. ' . ~ 

take such repairs as are nepes.sary. 
We are, all .a,~xious to see everything 
possible done .to foster our fisheries 

' . 
and to enc.ourage the pro.motio·n of 
the fi,sh,ing ,i:ndustry, and I say now 
what bette1r wa.y is there than by ,giv
ing some sort of a bounty . to . men 

. who are, a:nxious to . r,epa.ir schooners. . . 
.This ye.a.r in particula.r a great many 
mo·re schooners were fitte·d for the 

' ' 

fisheries than has be,en .. the case in 
re·cent ye·ars and I know .. c.a.ses of 
men who were anxious to fit for the 
fishery, finding it imposs:i1ble to pro
cure suitable. vessels . . Many peo.ple 
cannot afford to build new shco.one,rs, 
but the1re are· several schooner·s ly.ing · 
a,round that could go on fo·r ma.Iiy 
years yet if they wer·e · repa.ir·ed. I 
really think that the Gove·rnment 
ought to consider the· question of a 
bounty f.o,r the repair of schoone1rs 
and have . some scheme developed 
under which such bountie·s might be 
pa1i~d. I remember th.at there was 
some de1ba.te in , the House last ye.ar 
on this question a.nd I th,ink that 
the member for P1lacentia, Mr. Walsh, . '. ' 

from th.is side o.f the, Hpuse, e,xpress-
ed himself as very str·o.ngly in fa.vor 
of s,omething being done, in this con
nection. I think the. Pr·i·me Min,ister 
ought to give this suggestion . som.e 
consideration and I would like to he·ar • 
his views on the subject this a.fter-
noon . 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-Mr . 
Chairm·an,, I be1g · to say that Mr. 
Sca,mmell's suggestio·n has my ent,ire 
sympathy, be,cause I, myself, know of 
a great many men who have1 almost 

' ' ' 

· built new vessels, and have had noth-
ing for it. I know of one man named 
Sams·01n in Flat Is,la.nd, who pr·actical
ly built a ne1w vessel and was unable 
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to recover any bounty under the act. 
I am ve.ry glad to hear this proposi
tion made by Mr. Scammel, a.nd I 
think we shall be· glad to give the 
matter our C·O·nsideration. I think I 
can undertake to have the Govern
ment cons.ider" the que·stion. It may 
be a r.ather difficult questio·n, be
cause i1t is rather hard to know how 
you can arrange to have a proper 
surve.y of the· vesse1l ma.de, that will 
prevent you from being taken in, and 
to know whether you a.r·e not being 
taken in, and to know whether yo.u 
a.re not be·ing impo.sed upon by some 
pe·rson who has simply put a. fe·W new 
planks into a.n old vessel, but if there 
is .. any scheme which can be arra.ng
ed whereby to overcome that difficul
ty, I shall be· only too delighted to do 
so·mething by wa.y o.f granting a part 
bou~nty for re·pairing old vessels. 

I think if the matter was 1left over 
until the next session of the· House, 

. ) 

we might then be able· to introduce le-
gisla:tio·n in respe·ct to this qt1estion. 
I think the b~ll will need to be ame·nd
ed considerably to meet the situation. 

MINISTER · OF AG RIClJL.TURE 
AND MINES :-Mr. Chairman, in re 
gard to this matte·r, I wo.uld like to 
be permitte1d to express my opinions. 
I think Mr. Sc.a.mme;l will remember 
that I .was the person who originally 
brought this matter up two years ago. 
I was the·n sitting on the1 Oppo·si:tion 
side of the House and I . was. informed 
that conside·ration would be given to 
the matte!'. I think it should certain
ly be attended to·, in order to g-ive the 
owne·rs ·of vessels throughout the 
country, who cannot affor·d to build 
new vessels, the enco·uragement ne
cessary to make the·m repa:Ur their 
old ones. 

I am delighted to kno.w that the 
Le·ader of the House is symp·athetic
ally inclined to the matters presented 
by the Ho·n. Membe:r f.o,r St. Ba.rbe; 
but I think it would be a mistake to 
hedge the matter, and postpone. the 

a.mendment till the next .session of 
the House, if the matters could be 
settle1d by an addition, or an amend
ment to. the Bill this afternoon-a 
ve·ry short amendment whi~ch would 
settle .the matter. 

I know from personal e·xpe,rience 
that the1re· is a large number of fish
ermen wh·o have ·boats, but cannot 
afford to put them ashore a.nd re
build, whilst they would be able to re
pair with some little encour.agement, 
but these people want to get to W·O·rk 
on their bo.ats now, and have the·m 
repaire1d immediately, and if we are 
go.ing to wa.it until the House me·ets 
aga.in to make the .amendment, it will 
be too late1 for these people to· bring 
their boats ashore1 and repair them 
in time for next season. 

I would like the.n, for the Prime 
Minister to· consider if this committee 
cou,ld n·ot rise·, and let some amend
ment to· the Act be m.ade, which would 
P·rovi1de for· a. bounty to be p.aid for 
repairing old vessels. It is ve·ry im
portant that these b·o·ats which have 
been in use·, should not be. allo.wed to 
be left unuse.d, but some encourage
ment should be givne to the owners 
to repair them. These people cannot 
afford to re,pla.ce the1se boat's with new 
ones, .and it would be a good act for 
the Prime Minister if he would adopt 
so.me cila.use in the, B.ill pr·ov)ild'ing 
for this p:arty bo:qnty. I think the 
time opportune to give .some e1ncour
ageme1nt to those pe·ople wh·o have 
bo·ats suitable for repair, but who 
c.annot repair them without receiving 
that encouragement. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Mr. 'Chairma.n, 
. I would like to see something done in 
thts regard also. I understand that 
under the pre.sent Act, · a schooner, 
in O·rder to· e'a.rn a bo·unty, must have 
new sails, new chains new anchors, 
in fact .a.bsolutely new lock, sto·ck and 
barrel. No doubt there will be a 
difficu1l ty in that in regar·d to repair
ing. This que·stion has been before 
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this House before, but it has never 

led to anything being done. 

Now, i!f you are going to make any 

provision for a. bounty for repa.iring, 
I h·ope you will make provision about 
partly used sails, c.hains, anchors, 
etc. I think something should be 
done about granting a bounty on re
paired ships, especially when we 
know that the outports are dependent 
upon the fishery as · a mode of living, 
and I shall hearti1ly support any 
move in this direction. 

MR. SCAMME:LL:-Mr. Cha.irman, 
I very much appreciate the remarks 
made by the Pr.ime· Minister, and the 
attitude taken by the, honourable 
member for Placentia, Mr. Walsl1. I 
can appreciate the fact that it would 
be a very difficult thing to incorpor
ate i:n the present Bill a. scheme fo,r 
a bounty on re,pairing ships. The 
Prime Minister has promised that 
legislation might be forthcoming at 
the next session dealing with this 
point, but unfo.rtunately, that wi'll be 
late and alrea.dy there are many 
schooner owners who would under
take to repair the1ir schooners this 
winter if the .Government would give 
them some· kind of an assurance that 
a bounty on repairs wo,uld ·be forth
coming. I appreciate the· fa.ct that 
this is a very difficult matter and is 
a propositi1o·n that raises many knot
ty points, but I should like the, Gov
ernme,nt to1 consider the matter and 
if necessary, make some official 
state·ment very shortly as to what 
is the be·st to be done in this direc
tion. In drafting a scheme under 
which bounties for repairs could be 
given I feel that they co,uld easi1ly 
avail of the services of experienced 
master-builders such as Ca.ptain 
Jones o.f Port Union, and others 
throughout the country. I really 
wo.uld like to· see a scheme outlined 
and encouragement held o,ut to men 
who might be co·ntemplating repairs 
to schooners the coming winter. Any 

action of the government could easily 
' be confirmed by le,g.i1slation at the 

next session. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Mr. Chairman, speaking · this after
noon for the Minister· of Marine and 
Fishe,ries, I wou,ld like to say that 
the Hon. Membe1r for St. Barbe is 
quite· to· the point when he sugge1sts 
that it would be· difficult to put this 
amendment into this particular Bill. I 
thi11k probably it will have to be done 
by a separate and clistinct Bill al
togethe,r. 

The Act fo·r the Enco,ura.gement of 
Shipbuilding relates to a bounty pay
able entirely for newly constructed 
vessels, and the amendment now un
de·r consideration would have to be 
very carefully co,ns.idered, and would 
be based on principle's diffe,re.nt en
tirely fro·m the principle underlying 
this Act. 

I think it would be very difficult , to 
incorpor·ate any amendment ·such as 
the Hon. Members have· spoken of .in 
this present Act, the Act for the En
couragement of Shipbuilding, and I 
think the: views of the members would 
be best carried out by letting this 
Bill go through i.n its present form, 
because it , relates to a totally differ
ent cilass of subsidy, and then some 
subsequent legislation may be intro
duce.d to meet the . matter of repair
ing ships. 

Mr. Spe·aker r·esumecl the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reporte,d that they ha.d . considered t~e 
matter to them referr~d, and had 
passed the, said ·Bill without amend-
ment. . 

It was moved and seconded that 
this Repo·rt be received and adopted, 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 

I ' 

be read a _ third time presently. 

MIN OF JTJSTICE-Mr. HON. . 
Speaker, I beg the indulgence of . the 
I-louse to move the third reading of 
this bill. ' I 

Whereupon, with unanjmous · con-
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sent, the Bill entitled "A11 Act to 
amend 14 Geo. V., Cap. 7, entitled. 'An 
Act for the Encourageme11t of Ship
building,' " °\\"'as read a tl1ird time, 
a.nd passed, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be engrossed being en
titled as above and that it be sent to 
the Legislative Council "rith a mes
sage re,questing the co·ncurrence of 
that body in its provisions. 

· P ·ursuant ·to order, and on motion 
of · Hon. the Minister of Finance the 
House resolved itself Jrito a Com
mittee of the Whole. to consider the 
Bill entitled ''An Act 'to Amend Chap
ter· 24 of the Consolidated ·Statutes 
(Third Series) entitled, 'Of Payment 
of · Certain Fees and Cl1arges by 
Stamps.'" 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 
Mr. · ':r:>uddister took the Chair · of 

Committee. 

·HON. MIN. OF FINANCE-Mr. 
Chairman; I merely wisl1 to say in ex
planation of this Bill th11t the only 
change' suggested is tl10 substitution 
or $25 for $5. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

rtported that they had considered 
the ·matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

It was move.d and seconded · that 
tl1is Report be received r-.nd adopted, 
and it was ordered . that the said Bill 
be read a tl1ird time presently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous con
sent, the Bill entitled ''An Act to 
Amend Chapter 24 of the Consolidated 
Statutes (Third Series) entitled, 'Of 
Payment of Certain Fees and Charges 
by Stamps,'" was . read tl third time 
and passed, and it was orclered that 

' 
the said Bill be engrossed, being en-
titled as above and that it be se11t to 
the Legislative Council with a mes
sage requesting the conc11rrence of 
tha f ·body in its provision. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the · Minister of Justice, tl1e 

House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Wh'.ole to consider the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Further and · Pro
tect the Activities and Interests of. 
the Boy Scout Association in the Is-' 
land of Newfoundland and Its ' De .... · 
pendencies." · · 

Mr. Speaker left the Cl1air. 
Mr. P ·uddister took the Chair of 

Committee. 

HON. NIIN. OF . JU.STICE-· Mr'. 
' 

Chairman, I would like to point out 
for the information of honor'able 
members that . the $Ole object of ,this 
bill is to bring Newfoundland inl:o 
line .with . the o.ther overseas domin
ions and is introduced at t ,he request 
of those who are carrying on . the 
Scout movement here. The bill is t}le 
same as in force overseas. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e ·Chatt. , 
The Chairman from the Commit

tee. reported that they had considered 
the matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill without amend-· 
ment. 

It was moved and .seco11ded that 
this Report be receive·d ~t11d adopted, 
a,nd it was ·ordered that the said Bill 
be read a third time presently. 

. Wl1ereupon, with unanimous con
s ent, the Bill entitled "A11 Act to 
Further and Protect ·the Activities 
and Interests of the Boy Scout As·-
sociation in the Island of Newfound
land and Its Dependencies" was read 
a th lrd .time and pa.ssed, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be en
grossed, being entitled as above, and 
tl1at it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with , a message requesting 
the concurrence of that ·body jn its 

• • prov1s1ons. 
Second reading of B]ll entitled, 

"An Act to amend Chapter · 216 o~ 

the Consolidated Statutes entitled 'Of 
the Employment of men engaged. in 
Logging.' '' 

MR. BROWN- Mr. Speaker, as we 
have not yet seen the B~ll I would 
ask that we be given the opportunity 
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to pursu6 it, and that the second 
reading be deferred till next sitting 
of the House. 

(Deferted.) 

Second Reading of Bill, . "An Act 
respecting the Game and Inland 
Fisheries Board." 

HON. MIN. OJ:i., JUSTICE-Mr. 
Speaker, in moving the second read
ir1g of this Bill, I desire to point out 
to honorable members \vl10 may not 
11ave been here yesterday, that it is 
practically a .Modification of the laws 
as they exist at present. The only 
tbing in the ·way of an atldition, which 
T will explain fully whe11 we go in to 
Committee stage,' de·als ,,,.ith the right 
cf appeal by the Board as "\\rell as the 
defendant. There is notl1ing m11ch in 
the way of change from the present 
la.w except a few verbal alterations· 
and we will take tl1ese up in detail 
in committee. The bill is introduced 
at the request of the Game Board it
self, and I 'vould like to say in pass
ing that recently a serious atte.mpt 
l1as been made by the Government 
and those men1bers of the Board wl10 
l1ave been ·active a11 a.long to put 
t1ew life into the encouragement of 
our game and inlancl fisl1eries. I 
tl1ink all will agree that view of ex
isting conditions and ~h<-3 g·reat r,eed 
of attra·cting tourists to our sl1ores 
that tl1is is a matter of importance, 
~tnd tl1e question as to salmon ha,s an 
even more serious side as it is the 
i1l1rsery of the sea fishery. I ltave 
n1uch pleasure in movi11g the second 
reading of tl1e bill an1i particularly 
in paying tribute to those. gentlemen 
vll10 have served on the Board till 
now and done important and valua.ble 
v/ork altogether voluntarily. I 11ave 
tt1ways taken the position-and hope 
to do so even more strongly now
tl1at more encouragement should be 
given the efforts of the Board. Per
so11ally, I firmly believ1~ that money 
could be spent in no I.Jetter direc
tion than the protection of our game 

I 

a.nd · inland fisheries. I trust that in 
' 

the near future the Government will 
' ' . 

be in a position' ' to in~rease the 
amount for this purpose. It may be 
news to so1ne honorable member·s 
that the entire vote to the Board is 
only $15,000, and out of tl1at they. are 
expected to warde-n the . riv'ers. Such 
~l SUm makes not Only t.}1P members' 
services free !but those of the· wardens 
practically tl1e same. I ·hope· and 
t'rust that the circumstanc~es of the 
Colony will soon be sucl1 as to per-

, 

mit riot only the em:ploym-ent of n1ore 
but better paid wardens. 

MR. WARR~N--:--1\fr. Speaker, a,s I 
11ave only just seen it and have had 
110 . chance to pursue it, I ;v;rould lilre 
to ask the Hon. the Mi11ister of. Jus
tice if this Bill gives the Board a.ny 
powers to sell, lease .. or dispose of 

' 

any of our salmon pools or .rivers . ... 
. ' . ' 

HON. MIN. OF· JUSTICE~Nci

there is nothing whatevt-)r of that na .... 
ture in tl1e bill. That, is a ' line that 
should not be confined to ·the Bl)ard 
alone. 

Pursuant · to order, aud on motion 
c;f Hon. the Minister of Justice the 
B111 entitled, "An Act respecting the 
Game a11d Inland Fisheries Board" 
Vv' as read a second time a11d it was 
ordered that the said Bill be ·ref·erred 
tu a Committee of the Whole Hense 
or1 to-morrow. 

MR. WARREN ga.v~ 

question. 

The remaining Orders 
were deferred. 

notice ot 

of the. Day 

MR. HALFYARD-Mr. Spealrer, i11 
speaking to the motion to adjourn I 
would like in justice to the Hon. 
Tasker Cook, Hon. Mr. Shea and 
myself, to draw the attention of the 
11onorable members of t11e House to 
an editorial in this morning's issue. 
of. the Daily News, whicl1 says, in re
ferring to the new Rail"'.:va~t Commis
sion :-"The late Commissioners re
ceived three thousand dollars each 
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f.or . their services; one thousand 
being paid directly by the Rail\vay, 
and the balance out 0f Govern1nent 
funds, so tl1at in undertaking the 
cluties without remuneration of any 
kind the Prime Minister and his col
leagues are eff,ecting a,n annual sav
ing of nine thousand 'lollars.'' 

I regr·et very much to say that we 
clid not receive ·$3000 each and ":,vould 
11ave been glad to get it if it had been 
cJffered, but unfortunately it was not 

· and we received only $1,000. , We 
\Vere glad to get even that and I tl1ink 
that the report of the \Vork · for the 
time that we held office as Commis
sioners will show clearly that the 
Railro·ad had a successful year. I 
s'in1ply mal{G these ob.ser\rations, not 
so much because they affect myself, 
l)ut in justice to my colleagues on 
the Commission. It is most unfor
tt1nate that any ne.wspaper should 
1>ublish such, to say the least, mis
leading statements and it is a very 
t1nkind act of the editor or whoever 
"\vrote it. The statement is entirely un
'''arranted and I a.sk the Editor to · be 
good enougl1 to make tl1e proper cor
rection. 

It was moved and seconded th·at 
'''hen · the House rises, it adjourn un
til Monday afternoon next at three of 
tl1e clock. · 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

MONDAY, July 28th, 1924. 
The House met at three of . the 

clock in the afternoon, . pursuant to 
adjournment. 

MR. SCAMMELL,:-Mr. Spe1a~er, I 
beg leave to present a . petition tro·m 
the residents of No·rris Point in . the 
d'i:strict of St. Barbe, on the subject . ' 

of a special allocation to extend the 
main road from Norris Point to · a 
place called Wild Cove; in that ·vicin
ity. The petition is ·',signed ·by · Mr. 
Humber the Chairman · of the Road 

' . ' 
Board, .a.nd by Mr. J. A. ·squire·s, J~P. 

and also by thi.rty-eight ·or · ·. forty 
others in that place. I ma.y say that 
several other signatures · might · have 
been o bta!ned only · there are~ ' a · larg'e 
number of me,n interested away pro
secuting the fishery. Ther·e is very 
littile that I want to· say now ·in sup
port · O·f this petition, except .. that I 
know personally the ·absolute neces
sity of the grant asked for, and I 

· shall do my best to co·-operate with 
the Minister of Publi.c Works, in get
ting the pra.yer of this petition . ac
ceeded to, and a grant allocated for 
the purpose. I · will merely refe,r 'this 
petition to the Dep·artment of Pub-
lic Works, and take the matter u·p 
with · the Minister · personally later. 

HON. MlN. POSTS & '"fFJLEGRAPHS 
ta.bled reply to question of· Mr. Scam
mell No. 2 on the Order Paper of 
July 25th, 1924. I• 

• 

' . 
, f 

,; 

. ' 

' ' ' . 

' •. . 

' . ' 

' 'i 

'i ' , ' . 

, : 
', 
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PASSENGER FARES ST JOHN'S COOK HR. ROUTE. 
ST. JOHN'S TO · COASTAL CO., NFLD. GOVT. 

. 

Bay de Verde • • • • • • • • 

Trinity . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1st C'Ja,ss 
. . . . $ 3.00 
. . . . 5.25 

Catalina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.75 
King's Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.25 
Greenspond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.00 
Wesleyville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.00 
Fogo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.75 
Change Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . 9~75 

Herring N eek . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 .50 
Twillingate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.50 
Moreton's Hr. . . . . . . . . . . 11.10 
Exploits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.25 
Fortune Hr. . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.25 
Leading Tickles . . . . . . . . . . 11.25 
Pilley's Island . . . . . . . . . . 11.25 
Little Bay Islands . . . . . . . . 11.50 
Nipper's Hr. . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.50 
Tilt Cove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.50 
Coachman's Cove . . . . . . . . . . 15.75 
Westport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.00 
Jackson's Arm . . . . . . . . . . 16.25 
Harbor Deep . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.75 
Conche . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 17 .25 
St. Anthony . . ... . . . . . . . . 17 .50 
G ri q u et . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.7 5 
Quirpon ................ 17.75 
Cook's Harbor . . . . . . . . . . . . 17. 75 

Fares betwee·n ports constructed 

on· basis four cents ( 4c.) per mile, 

• 

2nd Class 
$ 1.80 

2.25 
3.00 
4.20 
4.50 
4.50 
5.25 
5.25 
6.00 
6.00 
6.30 
6.30 
6.30 
6.30 
6.30 
6.50 
7.00 
7.00 
9.75 

10.00 
10.20, 
10.50 
10.75 
11.00 
11.25 
11.25 
11.25 

STEAMSHIPS . 

ls,t. Cla,ss 
$ 2.40 

2.55 
3.35 
4.75 
6.05 
6.25 
8.90 
9.25 
9.60 

10.50 
10.50 
10.95 
11.50 
11.85 
12.45 
12.90 
14.75 
15.15 
16.90 
18.55 
18.85 
20.20 
21.80 
23.20 
23.70 
23.90 
24.60 

. 

2nd Class 
$ 1.80 

1.90 
2.55 
3.60 
4.55 
4.70 
6.65 
6.95 
7.20 
7.85 
7.85 ~ 

8.25 
8.60 
8.90 
9.35 
9.65 

11.05 . 
11.40 
12.65 
13.95 
14.15 . 
15.15 
16.35 
17 .40. 
17.75 
17.90 
18.45 

first class, three cents (3c.) per 
mile, se.cond class, as per attached 
tariff. 

• 
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MEMO FREIGHT RATES: 

S.S. PROSPERO-ST. JOHN'S TO NORTHERN STEAMSHIP PORTS . 
• 

Jommodities Rates Under Ministry 
Shipping Operations 

French Shore; 
Eng lee to Cook's Hr. · 

Other Ports 
Call 

Flour per brl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60 
Pork and Beef, per· brl. . . . . . . . . . . .60 
Pork and Beef, per 1h 1brl. . . . . . . .50 
Kero Oil, per cask . . . . . . . . . . . 75 
Molasses, per puncheon . . . .. . . . . 3.50 
Bread, per bag, 112 lbs. . . . . . . . . .45 
Bread, per % bag, 56 lbs. . . . . . . . . .30 
Butter, tub, 60-70 lbs. . . . . . . . . .30 
Bengas, in metal drums, per drum . . 4.40 
Rope, per 100 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . .40 
Salt, per bag, 100 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . .40 
Salt, per brl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60 
Coal in sacks, 100 lbs. . . . . . . . . .40 
Gasolene in iron or w·ooden brls, per 

brl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.20 
Gasolene or Acid in metal drums, 

per drum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.40 
Sugar, per brl. . . . . . . . . . . . . .60 
Fish (dry) 4 qtl. casks each . . . . . . 1.50 
Fish (dry) in drums, each . . . . . . . . .50 
Fish (dry) in drums % each . . . . . . .40 
Herring local cured, per brl. . . . . . 70 · 
Herring local cured, per % brl. . . .45 
Herring Scotch cured, per ·brl. . . . . .80 
Oil, common Cod, per cask or brl. . . 1.00 
Per puncheon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 
Weight goods, per 100 lbs. . . . . . . .40 
Cubic Measurement . . . . . . • • • • .10 
Minimum charge . . . . . . . . . . . . .40 
Lumber, per 1000 .. . . . . . . . . . . 6. 00 
Clapboard, thousand . . . . . . . . . . 4.00 
Laths, per thousand . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 

Commodities 

Per barrel .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Per puncheon • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Per cask . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dry codfish, 4 q tl. . . . . . . . . . . 
Weight goods . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Minimum chargf , . . . ._ . . . . . . . 

.45 

.45 

.35 

.75 
3.00 

.45 

.30 

.30 
. 3.45 

.40 

.40 

.45 
' 

.40 

1.20 

3.45 
.60 . 

1.50 
.45 
.30 
.70 
.40 
.80 

1.10 
3.00 

.40 

.09 

.40 
6.00 
4.00 
1.00 

Rates 
between ports. 

.30 
2.00 
1.00 
1.30 cask 
. 30 100 lbs. 
.30 

Rates under 
Railway Operation 

French 
Shore; 

Englee to 
· Cook's Hr. 

. . 60 
.60 
.55 

1.25 
4.40 

.55 

.30 

.40 
4.40 

.40 

.40 
1.05 

.40 

1.75 

4.40 
1.10 
1.30 

.50 

.40 

.80 

.45 

.90 
1.50 
3.75 

.66 

.15 

.85 
9.00 
4.50 
1.50 

Other 
Ports 
Call 

.50 

.75 

.50 
1.00 
3.75 

.50 

.30 

.40 
3.45 

.40 

.40 

.90 

.40 

1.40 

3.45 
1.00 
1.30 

.45 

.30 

.60 

.40 

.70 
1.00 
3.75 

.50 

.11 

.58 
9.00 
4.50 
1.50 

Rates 
between ports. 

.20 
1.50 

.30 
.30 per cask 
.20 100 lbs . 
.20 
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• TELEPHONE WIRE LINE 1923. 
3 coils -vire for Sandy Cove Telephone Construction. 

Caplin Cove Island Cove Extension. 
Adam~ Cove. 

19 
1 

11 
50 
42 
13 

2 
5 

46 
18 
26 
7 
9 

11 
13 
18 
30 
16 
13 
26 
14 
34 
46 
72 

18 
34 
26 
2 

50 
50 

8 
12 

8 
13 
9 
4 

11 

6 
6 
1 
4 

28 
8 
3 
5 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" · 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
I:' 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,, 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Shoal Bay to Hare Bay. 
Charlottetown to Port Blandford. 
Jamestown to Lethbri~ge. 
St. Jones' w-ithi'.n. 
Green's Harbour. 
Murray Wood's Island. 
Point Crewe. 
Collin's Cove to Burin. 
Salt p ,ond to Loon's Cove. 
Canning·'s Cove. 
Grand Bay extenslon. 
Anderson's Cove Loop. 
Harry's Brook. 
Collin's Cove to Burin Bay. 
Triton to Pilley's Island. 
Botwo,od to N·orthern Arm. 
Exploits to Surgeon's Cove. 
Salt Pond to Loon Cove. 
Show Cove to LaScie. 
Lawrencetown to Norris Arm. 
Point Crewe. 

" 

Little Bay, Beuabois, Spanish Room, Rocky Harbor, Burin 
District. 
Rattling Bro.ok to King's Point. 
Coachman's Cove. 
Eng lee. 
Joe Batt's Arm extension. 
Brig Bay to Shoal Cove. 
Flower's Cove to Burnt Island. 
Bay Bulls Arm to Come-by-Chance. 
Boswarlos. 
Chapel Cove. 
Little Harbour East. 
Bloomfield c,onstruction. 

I 
Renews. 
Souther:n 'Arm, Seal Cove (White Bay. 

TELEPHONE LINE 1924. 

To connect private telephones near Codroy. 
To connect private telephones near Codroy. 
Monkstown, P.B. 
Doyle's Station. 
Doyle's Station. 
S•outh Branch. 
South Branch. 
Harry's Brook. 

• 
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LIST OF TELEPHONES, 1923. 

1 telephone Halfway House, Salmonier Road. 

2 telephones Blackhead and Adam's Cove. ' 

2 

2 

" 

" 
1 telephone 

1 

1 

" 
" 

2 telephones 
2 " 
2 

Lacosta Piccadilly and Bessau. 

Hillview. 

Norman's C·ove. 

Sandy Cove. 

Blackhead (extra phone). 
Caplin Cove to Island Cove. 
Shoal Bay to Hare Bay. 
Charlestown to Port Blandford. 

2 " Jamestown to Lethbridge. · 
1 telephone Sandy Cove. 
2 telephones Green's Harbour to Whiteway. 
2 " Bailey's Cove and Cape Shore. 
1 telephone Port au P·ort, Abb.ott and Haliburtc)n. 
2 telephones Plate Cove and Elliston. 
1 telephone 
2 telephones 
1 telephone 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
2 telephones 
2 " 
1 telephone 
1 " 
1 " 

3 telephones 
1 telephone 
2 telephones 
3 " 
1 telephone 
1 " 
~ telephones 
1 telephone 
1 " 
L " 
1 " 
1 " 

Nfld. Waling Co., Beaverton. 
Keels to Plate Cove. 
Whitbourne. 
Woody Island. 
Portland, B.B. 
Brooklyn, P.O. 
Port aux Basques to Grand Bay. 
Leth bridge to Canning's Cove. 
Holyrood, Moses Lewis. 
Holyrood, for Colliers. 
Abram's Cove. 
For public accommodation, W. 
F. White, Linesman. 
Exploits to Post Office. 
Botwood, Northern Arm and Laurenceton. 
Gamba. 
Shoe Cove. 
King's Point and Rattling Brook. 
Triton. 

l " 

Lark Harbour. 
John's Beach. 
Frenchman's Cove. 
Wood's Island. 
Humbermouth. 

: I '~ I : 

1 " 
L " 
2 telephones 
4 " 
1 telephone 
4 telephones 

Summerside. 
Each: Mcivers, Cox's Cove, Middle Arm, Norris Arm. 
Joe Batt's Arm. 
Little River. 
Expl·oits. 
Lamaline, Point Crewe, High Beach and Lories. 

' . 
: ' 

I ' 

5 " 
1 telephone 
1 " 

Burin, Burin Bay, Burin Bay Arm, Collins Cove and Loon Cove. 
Each: Coachman's Cove, Conche, Englee, LaScie, Fleur de Lys. 
Each: Brig Bay and S1hoel Cove. 
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2 telephones Currant Island and Flower's Cove. 
2 " · Peter's River. 
1 telephone Loreburn. 
1 " Little River. 

' . 
1 " Boswarlos. 
1 " Little Harbour East. 
1 " Bay Bulls Arm P.O. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

" Private connection, Port au Port. 
" 
" 

Private connection, St. Andrew's, Codroy Road. 
Openhall, Bloomfield. 

" 
" 

Private connection, Little River. 
Chapel's Cove to Holyr·ood. 

2 telephones Doyle's Station. 

TELEPHONES SUPPLIED, 1924. 
1 telephone Each: St. Kyran's, Bar Haven, Clattice Harbour, Little Paradise, 

Monkstown, Paradise, N.W. Brook. 
2 telephones 
1 telephone 

Clarneville P.O. to Railway Station. 

" 
" 
" 

Birchy Cove, B.B. 
Clam Bank Cove, Mclvers. 
New Harbour. 
New Melbourne. 

1 
1 
1 
1 " 
3 telephones 
1 telephone 

Private connections Arnold's C·ove. 
Private connections Codroy Road. 
Sou th Branch. 

1 " 
1 
1 

" 
" 

Hickman's Harbour, Private connection. 
South Branch, Private connection. 
Black Duck Siding. 

Mrs. Sara.h House to be Postmis
tress at Goosebe·rry Islands inste·a.d 
of Jam es Wells. 

Mr. William Flynn to be Po·stmaster 
at Goo.seberry Cove, T.B., instead of 
W. H. Seward. 

Walter Andrews to be Courier, be
tween LaSc.ie and Horse Islands in 
stead of William Swyers. 

Mr Mose.s Butt to be Courier F'resh-• 

water to Carbonear, instead of Ge1o·r .... 
ge Broderick. 

J. W. Knight to be T·elegra.ph Op
erator at King'·s Point inste:ad of 
Charles W. T'illey. 

Adam Seward to be Line R.epaire·r 
at Cla.reriville instead of Zebedee 
Sta.nley. 

Barnaba.s Moss to· be Line Repairer 
at Salvage inste·ad of John Dyke. 

NOTICE OF MOT1ION AND QUES· 
TION. 

Mr. Hickman gave notice of ques 
tion.-1. 

Mr. Hickm.an gave1 notice of qu~s
tion.-2 . . · 

Mr. Hickman gave notice of q.ues 
tion.-3. · 

Mr. Hickman gave! notice of ques
tion.-4 . 

Mr. Hickman gave. notice of que~
tio·n.-5. 

Mr. Hickman gave1 notice of que·s
tion.-6. 

lVlr. Hickman ga.ve notice of que.s
tion.-7. 

lVIr. Hickman ga.ve notice of ques
tion.-8. 

IJ.I:r. Hickman gave· notice of que·s
tion.-9. 



• 

' 

134 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Mr. Little ga.ve notice of ques- (3) The Estimates .of Revenue and 
tion.-10. 

Mr. Little gave notice of 
tion.-11. 

Mr. Hibbs g.ave native 
tion.-12 . 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
Mr. Speaker, I beg 1leave1 to move the 
House into a committee of the whole 
to consider reso·lutions on ways and 
mean.s. 

Pur·suant to notice and on motion 
of Hon. the· Minister of Finance the 
Ho.use resolved itself into a. Commit
tee· of the Whole on Wa.ys and Me,a.ns. 

Mr. Speaker le·ft the Chair. 

Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 
Committee. 

BUDGET S·PEECH. 
t;OM:MIT1T.EE OF THE WHOLE ON 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

In submitting this my first Budget, 
my only regret is that my incumbency 
of the office of Finance Ministe·r has 
been too short to enable me to· speak 
as qne having the auth.o·rity that a full 
personal knowledge of the ·financial 
activities of the p.ast year would 
give and I ·am confident that Honour
able l\Iembers will under these cir
cur11stance·s make due allowance for 
all shortcomings in connection with 
such matters as explanations with re·
gard to the minute details of expen
diture and so forth. 

What I h.ave to say with re·gard to 
Budget matters fa11~ natu.rally under 
three heads, that is to say: 

(1) . The completed year. 1922-1923. 

(2) The practically completed ye·ar 
1923-1924; a.nd 

• 

, Expenditure 1924-1925. · 

With regard to (1), the 
ye·ar 1922-1923: 

• 

completed 

I do not propose to inflict upo·n the 
House a tiresome array of · figures 
dealing with the finances for 1922-23. 
A fe·w extracts of a general nature 
from the Auditor General's report will 
suffice· to acqu.aint Honourable Me·m
bers with the position with regard to 
the finances of this particular year. 

The Revenue received for 1922-1923 
is as follows, viz:-

Rev·enue Rooeirved for 1922-1923. 

Customs .. ~ ............. $6,481~068.40 

Postal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228,882.30 
Telegr.aphs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175,809. 77 . 
Inland Revenue Stamps . 38,484.52 
Crown Lands ~ . . . . . . . . . 80,067 .3i 
Liquo·r Sales . . . . . . . . . . . 540,297.28 
Fines and Forfeiture·s . . . . 5, 785.56 
Fees Public Institutions. 42~75'5:96 

B·room Dept. Pe·nite·ntiary 7,779.82 
Excess Profits Tax . . . . . . 24,24.7 .04 
Income T'ax . . . . . . . . . . . . 303,832.19 
Mfg. Sales Tax . . . . . . . . . . 55,014.66 
Bank Tax ......... ~ . . . . 123,905.58 
Estate Dutie·s .... ~ . . . . . . 150,000.uO 
Interest on Guaranteed 

Loa.ns .......... ~ " ..... . 
T.axes .and Assessm·ents .. 
Miscellaneous Revenue .. 

. ' 

88,043.00 
70,141.45 

460.65.7 .86 

' $8,876, 772. 7 4 
. . . 

The Revenue which I ·have just 
quoted . falls short of · the . Estimate 
made by Sir Richard. Squires by· the 
sum of $76,227 .26. 1 • 

The following comparative -state
ment will show under wh.ich ·pa.rticu· 
lar heads this shortage occurred, ·viz: 

• 

t • 

. .. 
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Compa,rative Statement of Reven,ue Estimated and actnally collectoo. for 
year 1922-1923. 

Estima.ted 
Customs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,900,000.00 
Postal and Telegraphs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440,000.00 

Collected 
$6,481,068.40 

404,692.07 
80,067.35 
38,484.52 
5,785.56 

540,297.28 
42,755.96 

7,779.82 
24,247.04 

303,832.19 
55,014.66 

123,905.58 
150,000.00 

88,043.00 

Crown Lands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80,000.00 
Inland Revenue Stamps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000.00 
Fine's and Forfeitures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000,00 
Liquor Sales . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 480,000.00 
Fees Public Institutions . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 40,000.00 
Broom Department Penitentiary . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000.00 
"9usiness Profits Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150,000.00 
Income Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180,000.00 
Manufactu:riing Sales Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000.00 
Bank Tax Dep·osit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125,000.00 
Estate Duties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,000.00 
Interest o:n Guaranteed Loans . . . . . . . . . . . 76,000.00 
Taxes and Assessments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. l 52,000.00 70,141.45 

460,657.86 Miscellaneous Revenue, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225,000.00 

' 
$8,953,000.00 $8,876, 772. 7 4 
$8,876,772.74 ' 

Over Estimated • • • • • • • • . . . . . . ... . . . . . . $ 76,227.26 
• 

The Expenditure incurred for the 
year 1922-1923 amounted to $9,127,-
542. 79. This was an increase of 
$283,078.61 over the Estimate o·f $8,-
844,464.18 stated by Sir Richard 
Squires as the amount required to 
maintain the Public Service of the 
Colony for the year 1922-1923. 

The, actual expenditure above note,d 
is for current expenses on1y and does 
not include many large disburse·
ments on Loan and Surplus Trust Ac
counts. 

I shall have something further to 
say with regard to these utterly un
necessary large expenditures later on 
in my Speech. 

But to come to the present subje,ct, 
the Budget Estimate for 1922-1923 in
dicated a surplus of $108,535.82, 
whereas, on the contrary, the country 
was actually faced Wiith .a deficit of 
$857,861.87, not including the extreme
ly large expe,nditures on Loan and 
Surplus T'rust Acco·unts to which I 
have just referred. 

This deficit had to be liquidated by 

a charge on our last Loan Account 
of 1923. · 

With reg.ard to the financial a.ffairs 
,of the Co1ony for the year 1922-1923, 
I would ask the Honour.able Members 
to refer to the Auditor General's re
port fo.r that particular year. I would 
especially draw your attention to his 
remarks in respect of 'Free Entry' of 
goods for Government Co·ntractors on 
account of Gove·rnment work; with re
gard to expenditures incurred by Gov
ernment Institutions for stock and 
furniture; to the transfer of Manu
facturers' Sales Tax fro·m the As
sessors Office to the Customs Depart
ment. I would commend your atten
tion also, to his strong ·comments on 
the ne·ed of greater pe·rsonal super
vision by the Ministers of each De
partment to the· question of adopting 
the contract system in supplying the 
several Government institutions; to 
the matter of e·xtravagance in con
nection with repairs to public build
ings and the expenses on Loan Ac
count; and, lastly but most import .. 

• 
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antly, to the general want of econ
omy over the whole Public Service 
to which he referred and with all of 
which I am in perfect accord. He 
also recommended the advisability of 
appointing a Standing Committee of 
the House on Public Accounts, re
ferred to the excessive cost of print
ing, stationery and .advertising; and 
requeste,d a re-o·rganization of the 
system of expenditure on account of 
Public Charities. 

With regard to L.o.an Expenditures 
for the year 1922-1923, the follo·wing 
statement will show the saturnalia of 
expenditure in the services indicated 
below: 

State·n1ent of Loa11 Expendit11re 1922-
1923. 

. . $2,370,038.88 Finance . . . . . . . . . . 
Posts and 'relegra.phs .. 
Agriculture and Mine·s .. 
Public Works .......... . 
Marine and Fisheries .. . 
Public Charities ....... . 
Militia • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

4,923.19 
1,931.76 

2,4 7 4,136.81 
453,114.77 
590,756.06 

20,591.31 

$5,915,492. 77 

It would be wearisome to recite the 
detai:is of this large expenditure to 
the House, and I shall content myself 
.with referring Honourable Members 
to the statistical data at the end of 
the Budget for full particulars. I c.an
not refrain, however, from referring 
to the· fact that even at this ea.rly date 
(Jun~ 30th, 1923) The Agriculture and 
¥ines Department charged ~bove 
with $1,931,75 was .actuallr in debt 
to the Bank of Montreal in the sum 
of approximately o·ne and· one half mil-, 
lio·n of doJlars, which sum the· Auditor 
General ·refused to indemnify the 
Bank without the necessary legisla
tive authority. 

I sh.all reserve any further comme~t 
I may bave to· ip.ake on the fin.ancial 
transactions for the year under O·bser
vation until I have given the House 
the information re1ativ·e to the finan-

cial condition of the Colony for the 
' 

year 1923-1924. 

With regard to (2) that is to say the 
financial position of the Colony dur
ing the fiscal year 1923-1924. 

The late date at which the Hous" 
meets enable·s me to give a f.a.irly close 
estimate of the result of the Colony's 
Revenue and Expenditure for 1923-
1924. ' 

' 
While it is yet too so·on a.fter the 

close of the fiscal year to finalize the 
several accounts and so to furnish the 
exact figures, the several Dep.artment
al accounts, so far as ' expend,itures 
are concerned, have been praotically 
closed. Some items of the Revenue . 
have still to come, but it is possible 
to estimate these fair1ly .accurately. 
T'he Revenue estimated by my pre
decessor, Mr. Cave, for the fiscal 

1·years 1923-1924, was $9,150,000.00. 
The actu.al Revenue as estimated by 
me will probably reach $8,467,000.00. 

Th.is would indicate I an over
estimate· by Mr. Cave of $683,000.00 
on Revenue. 

The Expenditure estimated by _the 
:same gentleman was $9,006,153.57 but 
I conside·r, in the light of practically 
closed .accounts, that the expenditure 
will be over $10,000,000.00. 

Mr. Cave unde·r-estimated expe·:p.di
ture tl1erefore $1,035,450.00, less the 
' ; 

Audit Act e·xpenditure (which doubt-. . 

less he did not contemplate :;it the 
time he made. up his Estimates). , My . . 

predecessor's Estimates we·re th~·re-

. fore $1,268,450.00 erroneous. Adding 
to that the Audit Act expenditure and 
subtracting the anticipated surplus 

. ' ' , 

·of $143,846.00 which did not . mater-
ialize, we arrive at ~ an estimated de-
ficit of $1,57 4,600.00. , 

I attribute the shortage of . Reven~e 
to the repeal of the supertax 9f 
t'venty-five per cent., to the remo·val 
of Export Duty on Fish, and to the 
placing of Flour, Pork, Molasses, , 

Kerosene and Gasolene on the Free 
List for the last thr·ee months of the 
past year. 
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65,000.00 I esti11J,ate then that the Revenue 
which \V1-; will receive for th·e fiscal 
year e11dir~.g 30th of June last at 

' . 
$8,467,UOO.OO,, made up as follows, viz: 

Esti111a.ted Reve·11ue 1923-24:. 

Custon1s .............. . 
P 01.'3 tal ................ . 
Telegraph . ; ........... . 
Ir1land Revenue Stamps 
Crown I-'ands ......... . 
Liquor Sa.les .......... . 
Fines a11d Forfeitures .. 
Fees P11blic Institutions 
Broom f>.ept. Penitentiary 
Cable a.nd Bank Taxes 
Bank J)eposit Tax ..... . 
Income Tax .......... . 
l.V!anufaeturing Sale.3 Tax 
I11terest on Guaranteed 

I~oans .............. . 
' ' 

Estate Duties ......... . 
I ' 

Miscellan·eous Revenue .. 

' 

$6, 700,000.00 
270,000.00 
200,000.00 
44,000.00 

100,000.00 
220,000.00 

6,000.00 
50,000.00 

8,000.00 
70,000.00 

112,000.00 
335,000.00 

40,000.00 

87,000 .. 00 
25,000.00 

200,000.00 

$8,467 ,000.00 

The Expenditure estimated by me 
as above a.mounts to $10,041,600.00 as 

' sl1own l})T the following heads of ex-
penditure: 

Esti1n:1ted Expenditure 1923-24. 

Intere3t on Public Debt $3,000,000.00 
J.i..,inance Department . . . . 255,000.00 
Colonial Sect'y. Dept. . . 85,000.00 
Justice J)(:ipartment . . . . 418,000.00 
Ed_ucatj 011 Department .. ~ • 850,000.00 
Public (;I1a.rities Dept. . . 540,000.00 
l\farine rt11d Fisheries .. 
Agric. & I\iines Dept. . . 
Public \Vorks Dept. . .. 
Postal r-relegraphs De.pt. 
Customs D·epartment .. , 

I-'iquor (~ontroller's Dept. 
I ' 

Tax 4\,3s essor ......... . 
' 

Accour1tant O·f Contingen"".' 
' . 

• c1es . ................ . 
Military fJensions Board 
Shipping Department .. 
Old Age Pensio·ns . , . .• 

' 
300,000.00 

'105,000.00 
1,115,000.00 
1,340,000.00 

530,000.00 
46,600.00 
15,000.00 

205,0010.00 
575,000.00 

50,000.00 
1\;,~'0 0 0. ().., 

Militia J)epartment • • • • 

Mis.cella11eous Contingen-
cies • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7,000.00 

$9,6011600.00 
Und·er Special Warrant 

Audit 1\.ct • • • • • • • • • • • • 440,000.00 

$10,041,600.00 
Estimated Revenue as 

per pre,rious statement 8,467 ,000.00 
' 

E.3timated Deficit . . . . . . $1,57 4,600.00 

It is c1 early evident, the·refore, that 
the Surjply Act last year will have to 
lle larg·ely suppleme11ted, and as a 
n1atter ot fact I have calculate·d that 
the Sl1ppj ementary Supply required 

' . 

will a.n1ount to over $720,000.00 for 
the part icu la rs of which I would refer 
Honoura.l)le Members to the Supple
rr1entar)r Supply Act which they will 
be asked to consider. 

D~alin g with th~ expenditure as 
shown b:f the accounts and ref~rred 

tc> in the Auditor General's report un
der Section 33 (b) of the Audit Act, 
\vhicl1 he ha 1 brought down to the 
31st of J\1ay last. I would like to 
draw the attention of the House to 
the serict1s overdrafts authorized in 
most c~ases by Order-in-Council which 
occurred during the currency of the 
last fiscal year, am·ong which over
d.rafts I ,\,ould particularly cite the 
following, viz .:-

STA'fE)lENT OF OVERiDRAFTS 
1923-24. 

C11stoms. 
l\'!iscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,603.40 
Hire of Steamers S.W. 

Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,304.18 . ' . 
Justice. 

Civil av.d Criminal Prosecu-
ti on s .................. . 

Hire of 
Court 

Steamer Circuit 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Royal C~ommission Inquiry 

9,410.7 4 

10,675.00 
20,403.99 
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Education. 

Interest ,..reachers' Pension 
Fund ................. · · 

' 

Col1onial Secretary. 

Continge11cie,3 ........... . 
General I~lection 1923 .... . 

P-ublic Charities. 

lVIedica.l Attendance Paupers 
(~onveyance Sick Poor . , .. 
Extraorclinary Expenditure 
Public Health Outports .. 
Hospital Fees ........... . 

P11bltc Works. 
Repairs Public Buildings 
Repairs Lunatic Asylu.m .. 
Repairs General Hospital .. 
Repair.3 Fev·er Ho·spi.tal .. 
Repairs Sudbury Hospital 

Notre J)ame Coastal Ser-

10,00().00 

9,248.52 
12,992.41 

24,767.94 
21,019.89 
11,421.79 
25,407.54 
19,191.11 

14,765.05 
14,604.76 
25,911.39 

7,264.55 
8,670.44 

. vice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 ,500. 00 
Placentia Bay Coastal Ser-

• vice .................. · · · 
Battle . I-Iarbor and Hum-

be.r111 o tl tl1 ......... ...... · 
'l,·elegrap}J Maintenance .. ... . 
1.,elephones ............... . 
Constrt1ction and Main Line 

Repatrs .... ............. . 

9,740.00 

13,9001.00 
42,8.24.~4 

14,404.73 

12,030.82 

'The tDtal of · thes·e overdrafts 
amounted to $382,063.19, and the par
ticular reason ·for · dra·wing attention 
to these is the. fact -that with eco·nomy 
they might have been avoided. 

The pc)sition then of the Colony at 
the close of the last fiscal year is to 

#~ • ·, f' •I~ . ' 

1ny mind a pa.rt'icularly serious one. 
We have incurred a deficit on the 
year's C>IJerations which I 
mated. a.~ approximat.ely 
00. 

have e.sti
$1,575,000,-

Against this deficit we have to our 
credit in the Bank of Montreal the 
Surplu.s Trust Fund · 'amounting to 
$187,210.61, and that is practically 
all. 

There are som·e small amounts as 
yet unallocated in connection with the 
1922 ancl 1923 Loans, but these are all 

earmarkefl for a specific purpose and 
cannot be disturbed. 

As I 11ave already stated, I am of 
the opinion that the shortage in the 
Estimate of Customs Revenue is due 
IJrincipally to the repeal of the twenty 
fi'v·e per cent. super-tax, the remis
sion of Export Duties on Fish, and 
the placing of Flour, Pork, Beef, Mo
lasses, Gasolene and Kerosene on the 
Free Li.st. 

> 

At the present juncture I · regret to 
say that the Colony's finances are in 
such a condition as not to warrant 
the repeal of duties on the latter ar
ticles, ho''\"ever desirable it would be 
and ho,vever much it might afford re
lief to our p·eople. 

My predecessor, in his Speech, 
• 

stated t11at his Government had de-
cided that "the proper policy to adopt 
to s·ecure an ultirr1ate revival of 
trade v1a.s to make a .sweeping reduc
tion in add valorem taxation on im
ported goods and to report a d·eficit." 

Well, t11ey did make a swe:eping 
reductio11 in the ad valorem duties, 
and illegally rep·ealed the Customs' 
cluties 011 flour, pork and other arti
cles, and the expo·rt duty .on fish; 
and they did incur a notable deficit, 
which it is my unpleasant task to . ' 
report, but the revival of trade was 
due to in1prove.d prices abroad, and 
in no manner or degree to o·ur pre
decessors. 

In a eountry having a repr·esenta
tive Legislature, it alone can im
pose or repeal taxation, except in 
those special instances in which it 
has d·elegated that power. The re
peal here was by an illegal Minute of 
Council, and at a time when a large 
deficit hacl accrued, and overdraft 
had bee11 made on Banks to pay cur
rent expenses. That overdraft this 
Govern111er1t has now to ask this Leg
islature to provide. 

However, the result of these sev
eral reductions and remi.ssions works 
out at a llottt $850,000.00 less on the 
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t"\\venty-five per cent. · supertax. adding 
the Sales Tax on it; plus the $187 ,-
500.00 011 the Export Tax on Fish; 
and, a])proximately, $125,000.00 on 
account of remission of duties on 
flour, pork, molasses, etc., for three 
months, to which I have already re
f erred, n1aking a grand total of $1,-
1(;2,500.00. 

I ca11 quite understand any Hon
rura.b! n 1\lember of tl1is House dis
agreeing with the imposition of the 
iniquitio11~~ twenty-five per cent. su
per-tax on an already heavily taxed 
countr:v c111 an almost enti:r·ely ad 
valore1n })asi.1; but I have yet to be · 
convincecl th.at any country (after a 
quarter cf a century of English Com
mon la.v,·) can reduce the ordinary im
port d·11t~y i11 the: fa.ce o·f a11n11al deficits 
on the commodities common to all 
the people. S1uch a course can only lead 
t[, disaster and the insolvency col1rts. 
A bear may hibernate in winter and 
s11bsist nn it-:!elf for a certain period, 
but the ti1ne comes when even the 
bear n1ust become self-supporting. 

The f-'l1ortage between my prede
cessor\~ estimate of Cu,1toms Revenue 
and thG estimated actual revenue 
a.m ot1n ts _to $280,000.00. 

While t.his comparatively small 
f'hnrtB g.3 (vie,ved in comparison with 
tb e foregoing :fi.gt1res) seem .. '3 to me to 
jr~dicate 'a clear sign of improvement 
i11 trauc. I think, however, a wise pol
icy woul_d 11ave been to have made the 
process of reduction gradual in meas
ure as ou'l" finances improved. 

Before I eaving the history of the 
past I wish to make .. some remarks 
in con11ection with the expenditure 
of the 1921, 1922 and 1923 Lo.ans. I 
have ".llready ma.de brief reference to 
these Loans in dealing with the re
sults of the financial year 1922-23 
1923-24; and I should now like to 
submit the amounts. allocated from 
the same Loans up to the cto:3e of the 
last fi11ancial year. 

Loan Act 1921 (Whole 
pro·ceeds of Loan) ... . 

Loan Act 1922 ....... . 
Loan Act 1923 ......... . 

$5,960,031.20 
5,999,838.50 
3,511,237 .39 

The wl1ole of Loa.n 1921 has been 
expended. Practically the whole of 
Loan 1922 has been allocated by · Or
der-in-Council, and such balances as 
may re1nain on these allocations, be
ing ear1narked cannot be disturbed. 

A.3 to tho 1923 Loan: This Loan was 
allocate(l by the Legislature and con
sequently must be spent on the ser
vices i11tlicated in the Act. A small 
amount of the sum set aside by the 
Act for roads and public improve
ments t1nder direction of the Gover-
11or-in-Council remain.<3 unallocated. 
For details of these allocations, I 
beg leave to refer Honourable mem
bers to tl1e schedules which a.r~ at
tached to my Speech. 

Loan 1921 contains amongst other 
-· 

things ari appropriation made by the 
then Gc)vernment for a Fish·ery Sup
ply G11aran tee. In refe.rence to this 
matter, I should like to ,ga.y that I 
strongly opposed the m·easure when 
sitting on the Opposition side of the 
House. 

M1T reason for doing this was that 
I foresa "'r the abu.3e which would fol
low fro111 the granting of such a 
Guarantee, and my objections at the. 
time ha,re been fully borne. out by 
'vhat l1as occurred. 

' . 
The Go,rernment advanced money 

to certain suppliers for the Fisl1ery, 
to enable tl1em to give supplies. The 
suppliecl fishermen paid in whole or . 
in part, but supplier.3 to whom .$141,-
423.00 '\\rorth of supplies were advan-

/ 

ced, ha\'e not furnished statements 
for the a.djustment of their accounts. 
The official who attends to these 
matterB 11as been interfered with by 
the political head of l1is Department in 
his endeavour to bring the defaulters 
to account. The unpleasant duty of 
exacting sta.teme11ts and payments 
has therefore fallen on me. 

, 
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Without any further comment I 
would like to say that the F'ishery 
Guarantee account stands out as an 
everlasting disgrace to those who 
we·re ·entrusted to take care of the 
Colony's funds. ·The present state of 
the, Fund will be· found on Pages 23 
and 23 (a) o.f the Auditor Genera1's 
Repo.rt for the year ending June 30th 
last. 

LOAN 1922. 

With regard to the relief of the un-
. employed: The way this was under
taken and the mismanagement in the 
handling of the public funds of this 
Colony needs very little co·niment 
from me. If the emplo.yment given 
out , and the money used therefor, had 
. ,een applied to work o.f · more perma
nent value, there would not be much 
ground for adverse criticism, but in 
-iriew of the abuses which have taken 
91.ace, it is impossible not to· find 
fault. 

If employment had ·been given to 
those who required labour and graft 
of ever)"' kind cut out, o·ne could sym
path.ize rather than criticize; and 
one feels it is unjust to blame those 
who used the pick and shovel when 
it is considered that those higher up 
did just as they ple.ase,d, taking good 
care 11ot to neglect themselves, and 
yet were always ready to· blame those 
under them. 

Any sane man kno·ws the Badger
Hall's Bay and Deer Lake-Bonne Bay 
roads were unnece·ssary. The expen
diture on them was simply like throw ... 
ing money in the ocean. To-day these 
roads . are practically useless and of 
no value to the Colony. As forseen by 
those who o·pposed this measure, 
grass is their chief product. 

It will be noted that the Badger 
road cost $12,500.00 per m,ile, where
as the Deer L,ake cost $18,000.00. 
Surely some explanation to this dif
ference of cost should have bee.n giv
en. 

As to able-bodied pauper relief: 
I am too well acquainted with 

my 
that 

fellow 
they 

countrymen to think 
wa.nt this kind of 

relief. Here, again, abuses of eve·ry 
kind took place with re·gard to the 
expe·nditure of so-called pauper re
lief; .and this is a matter which de
mands a far reaching enquiry. 

The oriiginal .allocation for the 
Normal School made by Orde·r-in
Council from the 1922 Loan was 
$100,000.00. This Schoo1 Building ha.s 
cost to date· $335,000.00 and will cost 
probably $70,000.00 more for equip
ment still required and the laying out 
of the grounds. 

An Order-in-Council directe·d that 
all goods required by the Contractor 
for the Building, should come in duty 
free, although it seems to have been 
clearly understood that the tender ac
cepted was on the b.asis of duty paid 
material. It is estimate·d that the loss 
to the revenue from · this concession 
was we11 in the neighborho·od of 
$35,000.00. 

Adding this to the e·stimated co·st 
which I hav·e given, we find that the 
total cost of the scho·ol building, 
fittings and so forth, will be in the 
neighborhood of $440,000,00 although 
the original .appropriation made by 
Order-in-Counc:il under the 1922 Loan 
was on1y $100,000.00. 

LOAN 1923. 

With regard to the expe·nditure 
on Pit Props: Well, all I can say, 
Mr. Chairman and Honourable Gen
tleman, is that any co·mment of mine 
is unnecesssary. It would be rather 
out of place and this matter can be 
very easily settled by referring you to 
the Auditor General's Report and to 
that of Mr. T. Hollis Walker, K.C. 
Need I say more? The .amount alloca
ted from the Loan to meet the loss on 
Pit Prop account, is $1,000,000; not 
sufficient by at least $160,000 to cover 
the actual figures. In his report the 
Auditor General asks for a special 
resolution of the House autho,rizing 
him to sign the cheque relea.sing the 
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amount voted to repay the advance 
made by the Bank of Montreal • 

T'his, then, Ho·nourable gentlemen, 
is all I can say of the financial af
fairs o.f the Colony for the two years 
we have h.ad under consideration. 
This government assumes no re
sponsibility therefo1·; it states facts 
as it finds them and leaves criticism 
to the people of Newfoundland. 

J.,et me turn now to the future. 
I a·m free to a.dmit that I approach 
the consider.ation of this subject with
out tl1at confidence in his fo·recast 
that a Finance Minister is supposed 
to have. So much is uncertain; so 
much is more or le·ss gue·ss work 
( esp·ecial1y when dealing witl1 reve-
nue) tl1at the financie·r who can at 
t:t1e beginning ·· o·f .a financial year, 

. estim,ate with even a fair amo·unt 
of acc11racy, the result of the finan
cial activities of that year in New
foundla.nd, has . yet to appear. I can 
instance, as corroborating this state
ment, the huge supplementary sup
ply which has been regularly sought 
for during the last twenty year~ , 

Let us first examine the present 
position of the Colony; its financial 
condition; its trade; its industries 
and particularly the latter two. For, 
after all, the first is entirely depen
dent upon them. 

"' With regard to· the Trade and 
Commerce of the Colony generally; 
I am of opinion that there is a de
cided improvement during the past 
fiscal year. The· fin.ancial condition 
of any country is bound to be reflect
ed in its trade conditions. That is to 
say in the value of its imports and 
exports. And I am happy to be able 
to say to Honourab1e members th.at 
trade conditions during the fiscal 
year 1922-1923 have shown an upward 
trend. 

's vv·:1i be seen by the Table of 
Imports and Exports fo·r 1922-1923 
our total trade exceeded the previouc: 

year b)r over two and one-half mll
lion (lolla.rs. The value of our Im
porti rxceeded the preceding year 
approximately one m.illion dollars; 
\\'hile the .. value of our Exports in-

.. 

creased by nearly one million and 
one-half. 

This, 1\1.r. Chairman, is an encour
aging sign and one which should 
give extreme satisfaction to every 
i)a.triotic Newfoundlander in and out 
of tl1is I-Iou.se. 

I a1n of opinion that the ·trade 
cutlook for the coming year should 
even exceed the figures just quoted, 
as fron1 present indications it would 
seem tha,t our fish will realize better 
prices in tl1e markets abroad than it 
11as don~ during the past three years. 
Sucl1 a happy condition is due ·· en
tjrely tfJ the law of supply and de
n1a.ncl, a l:~w 'to which I have repeat- · 
edly :;ul)scribed in this I-louse and 
elsewl1ere. And it is due princ.ipally 
to the interference with 'th"is immu
table la.v.T by certain visionaries dur
ing the past three years that this . 
C('Untry is in the deplorable condition 
'vhich ha.s to be faced by me now. 

The jncreased revenue consequent · 
llpon i111proved trade conditions will, 
I feel confident, enable us to balance 
our acco1'1nts at the end of the fiscal 
y·ear 19~4-1925. And, while we have 
had t<.l n1eet deficits by borro,ving 
during -::J1e past four years, I ·hope 
tJ)T the f;Xercise of strict economy to 
l>e in a P<1sition to change· those de
ficits ir1to a ,--: urplus during the pres
ent yea~'. It may be Qt1ite true that 
tl1is st1ri)lt1s may not be a consider
able 011 e. ·but in any case it is quite 
pleasant to be able to look forward 
to a surplus of revenue over expen
diture (110 matter how small) after 
fc>ur yearE! of large deficit 1-deficits, 
gentlen1.en, due to the unlimited and 
not al\vays well-advised expendi
tures incurred by those who were en- · 
trusted wjth the public funds of this · 
Colony. 
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Here, gentlemen, I beg to quote 

Trade Statistics showing Imports 
' 

1923, incll1sive, and I may say that 
tl1e figures are taken from the· official 
returns compiled at the Customs De-

and Export.3 fron1 1911-1912 to 1922- partmer1t. 

1'ABLE OF IMPORi1S AND EXPOR11S. 
Year Imports Expo·rts Total 

1£,11-12 • •• • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • .. $14, 733,490 $13,87 4,809 $26,608,299 
1912-13 • • • • •• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • 

1913-1-1: • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • •• • • 

1914-15 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 

1915-16 • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • 

1916-17 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1917-18 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • 

1918-19 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1919-20 • • • • ... • • • • • • •• • • • • • • 

1920-21 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1921-22 •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1922-23 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

While the catch of codfish fell in 
1922-1923 as compared with the prev
ious year, by over one hundrled thou
sand quintals, the pr:ice was well 
maintained; and the va1ue of our oth
er exports increased as a whole. 

The price of cod-oil, notably, ad
vanced considerably. The export of 
iron ore in 1912-1913 (taken from the 
viewpoint of v.alue) was very high. 
With the exception of 1913-1914, it 
showed a considerable drop in the 
succeeding years. I am very pleased 
to be able to say, however, that dur
ing the year 1922-1923, the exports 
over the preceding year :increased 
more than 500,000 tons in quantity and 
over a million dollars in value, the 
greatest value in either war or pre
war times. 

In paper copper and Iumbe·r there 
' ' 

was a· ple.asing increase in production 
as will be readily seen by the trade 
reports just quoted. 

A considerable advance in lobster 
prices is also recorded, while the ex
port of fresh salmon and the price re
alized were extremely abnormal. 

On the other hand, it was regret
able to see that the output of frozen 
and pickled herring had declined not 
only in value but also in quantity. I 

16,012,365 14,672,889 30,655,254 
15,193,726 15,134,543 30,328,269 
12,350,786 13,136,880 25,487,666 
16,427,336 18,969,493 35,396,829 
21,318,310 22,381,762 43,700,072 
26,892,946 30,153,517 57,046,463 
33,297,184 36,784,616 70,081,800 
40,533,388 34,865,438 75,398,826 
28,909,727 22,441,267 51,350,994 
18,209,853 19,478,417 37,688,270 
19,321,82~ 20,956,863 40,278,687 

have arrived at the oponion th.at this 
is due to, in many cases, the poor 
quality of the fish packed for foreign 
markets. Unless greater care is tak
en with the packing of herring by our 
exporters, I very much fear that con
ditions will not re.adily improve in 
the herring trade. 

One very hopeful sign of our fisher
ies this year, is the fact that it will 
be prosecuted by one hundred and 
forty four more sail of vessels than 
the previous ye·ar. This is very en
couraging and indicates a revival of 
fishery tr.ade so much handicapped by 
the too frequent unde·rtaking of re1ief 
works by our predecessors in the past 
-relief works . (to quote the Auditor 
General's report of 1921) which were 
unproductive in every sense of the 
word,-except to draw our outport 
brethren from their natural av·ocation 
which was the fisheries. 

In this connection I am reminded 
that about six thousand men .are now 
employed in and about the Humber 
project. That has relieved the em
ployment situation. From a national 
standpoint, however, this cannot be 
looked. upon as all gain; for many of 
these men, if not so employed, would 
have been engaged in the fishery last 
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year and this, and would have added 
to our exports at a time when they 
were profitable. 

There is, too, this consideration: 
that the laboring class has been in
crease·d and the fishing c1ass reduc
ed. It may not be easy to provide 
work for the increased number of 
laborers. Construction work on the 
Humber will rapidly decline hereafter 
and though woods work will increase 
and absorb much of the present labor 
supply, yet new work must, if possible, 
re found for the excess. 

· Dissatisfaction has existed over 
wage rates and living conditions, and 
the Government has enquired into 
these matters. The principle of sup
ply a11d dema,nd works in this matter 
as in trade generally, and the great
est care bas to be taken not to so 
ha,mper capital and the cost of con
~tructjon as to prevent development 
work. 

Lalor conditions on the North Am
erjcan Contjnent are not good at pre
sent; many of our expatriated people 
are now glad to return, and if we in
terfere too strenuously with employ-

, 

ers here, local lat or conditions might 
gro'v worse. 

TOURIST TRAFFIC. 
It would seem as though the tourist 

a.ttractjons of the Colony might l)e its 
n1.ost quickly realizable asset, but to 
tha,t end it would l ·e necessary to pro-

• 

vi de increased and improved hotel ac-
com1nodation, in St. John's, and else
where, to l uild motor roads, and to 
protect game and game fish more jeal-
011sly than heretofore, and in addition 
to advertise widely to the outside 
world, the many attractions this Col
ony possesses for summer and even 
autumn tourists. The Government is 
investigating this subject in all its 
branches, and I am hopeful that even 
l efore this short session closes I shall 
le able to make definite proposals 
about this matter, looking to the im
mediate commencement of work. 

ROADS, BRIDGES AND IIOTELS. 

The wastefulness of building wood- · 
en t·ridges is evident. Many important 
ones are now in complete disrepair. 
Under the superinte·ndence of the Gov
ernment Engineer several fine con
crete structures have been erected. He 
has prepared plans for others. They 
will be used in connection with the 
construction of motor roads. Such 
roads should, of course, be built, not 
haphazardly, here and there, but as 
parts of a preconceived whole and the 
work should · be done in a manner cal
culated to produce both quantity and 
quality, for while construction will in
cidentally employ many men, the chief 
aim should be to open up the natural 
resources and scenic ·beauties of the 
Colony to the admiring eyes of inves
tors and travellers. 

' 
As hotels, motor roads and concrete 

bridges will obviously be for the bene
fit of posterity, and not merely of tem
porary advantage, it is proposed to 
provide for these by a loan bill which 
I shall introduce later in this session. 

Our manufacturers generally are 
looking forward to better years, and 
I have no doubt the·ir optimism is 
justified by the gradually improved 
conditions of the Colony. 

The establishment of a Flour 1\/Iill, 
which Honoural:,le members have lleen . . 
asked to consider, will I am satisfied 
prove a great ·boon to lal;our in the 
city of St. John's . 

RAILWAY. 
The condition and operation of the 

Railway · continue to l ·e matters of 
grave interest. Large capital expendi
tures cannot long be a voided. Opera
tion at present is under make-shift 
control. Whether Company, Board or 
Governmental control shall te · adopt
ed for the future, is a problem which 
the Government must seek to solve 
before you next meet. Largely through 
the traffic caused by the Humt er pro
ject, loss on operation was sma.11 in 
1923-24, but this traffice cannot be 
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maintain'ed fully, thougl1 it wili hot 
"rholly fail. Next year the Gander pro
ject may add its quota. I am of opin
f11n that mu·ch saving can be effected 
in the operating costs of the shipping 
nov- attached to the transportation 
systt 'n . . 

' . 
DOCKS. 

To meke St. John's the popular Port 
it should" be · for Atlantic shipping, 
consideral 'e expenditure on the Dry 
Dock "-"ill be neQessary. It.s ma_; 
cl1inery is pt\rtially c>bsolete. Delays 
cause de1nurr<'ge charges, an(l the 
Dock. structure .itself demands re
pairs. Ii11proveml'n~s of dock and ma
cl1inery, a provi3f on for · speedy coal-

• • I • 

ing, the acquisition of a sµeedy and 
powerf11l sea-going tug; and co-cpera
tion bet'\"een the Government, the 

' 
artizari.s and the laborers, are all fac
tors whicl1 would go a long way to
V\rards rnaking this port what its geo
graphical situation entitled it to be
the repairing station for all North At-

. 

lantic steamer.J . 
.Judgi11g from the trade conditions 

as prese11ted and from my own per
snu'al knowledge of trade activities, 
I a.m of opinion that the outlook is 

' . 
SL'mewh at brighter for the Colony 
than it 11as been for some tim·e past, 
as a :re:n1Jt of which the financial 
prospect fer the Colony has improved 
proportior1ately. On that opinion I 

' 

11ave tJa.sed my estimate of , the rev-
enue liktlY to accrue d~ring the com
~:;ig year. I expect to · receive the fol
lowing:---

Custon1s Revenue • • • • • • 

J>ostal · · .. · .............. . 
Telegra.p 11 . • • • • ••.•.. ~ • 

Crown Lands .......... . 
Inland ' Revenue · Sta1nps · 
Fines ancl Forfeitures .. 
Fees · Public Institutions 
Broom llept. Penitentiary 
I11terest on Guar. Loan,s 

' 

Income Tax ........... . 
. . . 

Busincf:is Profits Arrear·s 
Manufa.cturing Sales Tax 

$7 ,300,000.00 
265,000.00 
200,000.00 

90,000.00 
40,000.00 

8,000.00 
25,000.00 
10,000.00 
88,000.00 

320,000.00 
10,000.00 
50,000.00 

Bank 'I'ax ............. . 
Taxes ancl Assessment.3 
Estate Duties .......... , 
Liquor Profits ......... . 
Miscellaneo11s Revenue . 

112,000 .. 00 
' 70,000.00 

50,000.00 
200,000.00 
100;000:00· 

' $8,938,000.00 

Honourable Members will notice 
that I l1a\'e made a considerable ad
dition to tl1e e,3timate of my predeces
sor for 1924-25, and I think I am jus
tified in so doing. 

' ' -

Nobody regretted -more than I have 
the extravagance of our predecessors 
and the -11.ecessity of liquidating the 
bills inc11rred by then1, threw upon 
ine th·~ c'i.uty of recommending to my 
colleague -; , and upon them the . duty 
of agreeing with. the cancellation 
()f the illegal and dishonest Minute 
of Council adopted 3n April . last, one 
day only· before the Legislature met. 
This Minute rescinded the duties on 
flour, pork. etc., and those rescind
ing thP,n1 knew quite well that these 
duties 11111st be replaced. With coun
trie,1 as "'ell as with individuals, bills 
must IJe 1)aid or insolve_ncy results, 
and thii-.; Colony mtist not default in 
its payments and so lose its cr~dit'. 

It ha8, however, been decided that 
in vie,,r of the growing co.3t of flour 
following tip on reports of a decreased 
wheat crop, and the absolute neces
sity of gasolene in· the fisheries you 
r.hall be asked to wholly ·repeal the ·, 
duties on these article,.s. 

This may result in a shortage of 
' 

the a1not111t of revenue I have esti-
mated for 1924.-25 but if so it · will 

1 

he met by enforce.d economy in some 
of the l>Ublic services. _ 

Yott will also be asked to .special
lJ-' autl1orize the Government to re
cluce or ''rholly rescind the' duty on 

' . -

certai11 other articles, ip the hope 
tl1at in1proved trade or greater econ- . 

• 
' nomy T!l~Y make such reduction or 

' . 
~tbrogat1c·n possible. 

. -

Consideration of the Revenue Act, 
1905, a11d its various amend~ents an'd . 
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of the Repo·rt of a rrariff Commis .. sion 
appointed by a preceding Government, 
has been deferred until we have had 
time to consider the whole subject, 
but the matter will tJe submitted to 
you at tl1e next Session. 

The Controller's Department is now 
self-co11tained, paying its expenses 
from its receipts, and passing over 
to th0 Exchequ·er its profits only. 
I have placed the revenue from that 
source at $200,000.00, basing my es
timate on the profits for the last 
eJeven inonths, and allowing some
thing tor a· possible increa.se wl1ich 
may bo the outcome of a new policy 
regarding the liquor traffic from a 
stricter e11forc·eme·nt of laws against 
n10011sl1ining and smuggling. 

Hono11rable Members will notice on 
reference. to the Estimates of last 
year's Revenue, that I have omitted 
the items of receipts from Civil S·er
vice Reduction. The Government are 
cf opinio11 that the reduction of Civil 
Servants' salaries has had a rather
demoralizing effect on the whole 
Service;. that faithful and efficient 
work cannot be obtained from a Ser
vice which is notoriously underpaid; 
so n1uch that too many of the officials 
cannot po . .ssibly keep out of debt and 
provicl.e for their families even the 
barest 11 ecessaries. 

Tl1is condition of affairs has un
q_uestio11ably much to do with the 
ronstan t demand for pay for so
called f,xtra. service .. 3 and overtime, 
and tl10 proposal for a repeal of the 
Civil Service Reduction Act is made 
with the honest idea of: first, enab
ling all efficient servants of the pub
lic to support themselves in a decent 
manner; and secondly, to see that all 
extra payments in the Civil Service 
cease from this date. The Legislature 
of this Colony votes a salary for a 
certain l)OSit1on, and the occupant of 
that position should receive that and 
notl1ing more. 

Du ring the short time I have had 

the 11onor to hold my position of Fi
nance Minister, it ha .. s been impressed 
strongly upon my mind that this mat
ter of granting money for extra ser
vices 11as been grossly unfair. There 
have been officials in the Service who 
no matter what their value was, no 
matter ,-.·11at they did in the way of 
giving straight, decent service in the 
.statio11s allotted them, received noth
ing. If they worked long hours over
time, tl1e fruits went fre·quently to 
other <>fficials. 

In orfler to give a straight tleal to· 
aJl, it is my intention to see that this 
regulation is carried out not only in 
the letter but in the spirit as well. 

I have said tht'3 is a great injus
tice a11d, as I write, I have before 
ine evidence of the fact that several 
officiaJ s have received for overtime 
$ll1ns ex~eeding their annual salary, 
'\rhile, as I l1a.ve also pointed out, we 
are cc1nfronted with cases of -hard 
"'~orking official1 who never received, 
or thought of receiving, one cent 
n1ore tl1an was legitimately voted 
by th~ cluly authorized body appoint
E·d to fi}~ their yearly stipend, name
l:y the Legisla.ture o.f this Colony. 

Thi<3 injustice, Mr. Chairman and . 
Honour~ll)le gentlemen, has actuated 
the Gc)vernment in ~.irriving at the 
clecis1on <)f repealing the Civil Ser
'rice Redu_ctio11 Act, a decision which 
has been held out to some of the best 
men i11 thi.~ countr.y of ours fo·r some 
years past in the form of a mirage. 
Our policy i11 this respect is to deal 
fairly with all; give favour to none 

In toe many ca.ses Finance Minis
ters hav3 estimated an expenditure 
""hich could not possibly cover· a con
stantly expanding public service, 
trusting to an al"\\"ays complaisant 
following in the House to pass a huge 
Supplementary Supply. This Supply, 
"'~hicl1 swells the original votes pro
'1ided by tl1is House, ·i1 mainly caused 

. by~ ,overdrafts authorized by Order
in-Counci11 wh5ch Order usually con-
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tains tl1e provision "that Supplemen
"tary Supply would be taken when 
Hthe House meets and authorizing the 
"Bank •.>f Montreal to honour over
"dra wing cheques.'' 

This has been done despite the fact 
tl1at th~ Auditor General had notifie.d 
the Ba.nk that he · would i . .3sue no fur
tl1er letters of credit by reason of the 
fact that the votes passed by this 
Asseml)ly had been exhausted. 

My ldea of dealing with this situa
tion is to do exact~y the rever:se. I 
l1ave '?,stirnated our revenue and I 
i11tend 1v ·itl1 the help of my colleagues 
to fit 011r expenditure to that estimate, 
and to see to it that the expenditur~ 
is kep~ 'vithin the ~rotes which this 
J,,,egisla.ture will pass. I regret to say 
that 4:00 little attention ha1 been 
given 5n tl1e past by Ministerial Heads 
to the details of expenditure, and I 
[tm no,:r.· ~isking them to help me, by 
c.xerci~;i1tg an earnest supervision 
o·ver th8 minutest details of their re
f!pectiv·~ clepartment.'3 in order that 
tl1is [' nnval supplemental · bugaboo 
shall ll<Jt recur during the current 
~·ear. 

In tl1iH connection I ask their at
tentio11 1·0 the 43rd' Section ·of the 
Audit 1\ct, which reads as follows:-

"Tl1·3 Deputy Heads of the sev
eral clepartments or the officer.3. 
clerks or other personR charged 
'vith the expenditure of public 
money, shall respectively audit 
the details of tl1e accounts of the 
sev.9ral services in the first in
.stance, and be responsible for the 
co·rrec~11ess of sucl1 audit." 

Follow jng upon my determination 
to' 'make the garment fit the cloth," 
I pro_pos · ~ to eliminate every item of 
expenc~1ture which can possibly be 
clone '"1ithout, consistent at the sarne 
time witl~ the real llf'.}Cessities of t!1e 
public :.:..ervice. In a word, I hope 
tc· cut exr;enditure down to an irre
c~ucibl~ rnJnimum. All public luxttr
ies inust go. Some of them would be 

all ver)7 \TJell if they could be afforcl
ed, but the position as I s·ee it to-da.y 
:: s tha 1~ e\~en son1E> inore or less ne~Pft
sary service1'3 should be curtaile.d un
til bettc~1 times. It will be quite i1n
possible, c1therwise, to carry on tl1e 
J)Ublic service <Jf the Colony. 

Be 011r revenue what it may, and 
howeve:c str·enuous our endeavo11rs to 
keep 'vi.tl1in it, we must provide tl1e 
es1.3 entia.ls. What I consider e3se11-
tials (servic·es which if this Colony 
is ·to ex·i $ t at all as a self-govern "lrtg 
Colony it must have) I shall set fortl1 

' 

later v.rhen dealing v1ith expenditure. 
I reaiize to the fulleJt extent tl1e 

burden t)f taxation pla.ced upon th·~ 

shoulder0 of our people. I deepiy 
syn1pathize with them. I observe their 
cheerful endurance llnder the trials 
and forced economies in even esse11-
tials wl1ieh the high cost of living 
brings i.n its train. I appeal with 
confidAnce to them to bear their bur
clen until growing pro.Jperity enables 
tl1e Government to decrease it. 

Coming now directly to expenditure, 
I consider as essentia.l the following 
~:orvices from which little if anything 
can be cut:____:_ 
I11terest on Public Debt 

estimatecl at ........ . 
Education ............. . 
Pensions, Civil, Military 

and Olct Age .. ~ ..... 
Lightl1ou~·es 

Permar1en1· 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 

and Casual 
Poo1.· ................ . 

$3,159,000.00 
822,000.00 

836,000.00 
217,000.00 

242,000.00 

$5,276,000.00 

I estin1ate the expenditure on the 
tor( going at $5,276 .000.00, · leaving 
$3,662,000 of our estimated revenue 
for th'~ remainder of the Public Ser
vice. 'J~hese latter, containing many 
items that are indispensable, are cap
able of considerable reduction and 
have been subjected to that reduction. 

I esti1na.te then the total require-
1nents of the comi11g year, 1924-1925, 
'vhich compared with the estimates 
of 1922-1924, compa.res as ·follows:-
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. ' 

Financ.3 I.lepartment • • • • 

Colo~ial Secretary's -
• • • • 

fustice Department • • • • 

· Education Department • • 

0 ublic Charitie~g • • • • • • 

~ lVI:arin<~ .a.nd Fisheries • • • • 

Agric11ltl1re and Minf.:S • • 

Public \\Torks • • • • • • • • 

Posts and Telegra.phs • • • • 

· Custo1ns Department • • • • 

Liquor Controller • • • • • • 

Tax Assessor • • • • • • • • 

Contingencies • • • • • • • • 

~'.lilitary Pension Board • • 

.... Shipping Department • • •• 

This sl1ows a reduction 
mates of $794,037.43 . . 

• • . .. • • • • 

• • •• • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • •• • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • •• • • • • 
' 

• • • • • • •• 

• • •• • • • • 

•• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • •• 

• • • • • • • • 
• 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • •• 

' •• • • • • • • 

• In Esti-

·I do nr1t now propose to enter into 
the detail of the several votes. These 
\Vith tl1eir se,ve:tal change.s from the 
iast .Estimates, have been placed be
fore you will be explained by the 
Ministe.r in ch.arge the1reof when the 
Hous·~ is in Committee on Supply. 
Before closing, I sl1ould like to draw 
the attention of Honourable members 
to the serious state of affairs obtain
i11g f<Jr . some time past in the Cus
toms J)epartment. Undreamed of 
cqndition.s have existed in tbat De
partment; certain things have been 
perm1tte_<l there whicl1 no department
al head should have overlooked. 

The A11ditor General's instruction,3 
. I 

vre·re freq11ently ignored, and I find to-
day that there are duties outstanding 
from 1915 to the present date on 
'goods issued to individuals under 
What is lznown as "Temporary Per
mits." 1,he .. '3e permits were given 
and the Department neglected to fol
low· up the indivjduals for collection 
of duties. 

The · mismanagement, also, of what 
is kno"\i\·11 as bonded warehouses, in 
which at the present moment very 
great <1iscrep.ancies exi.st, is respon-

19'23-1924 • • 1924-,19215: ' : 
$3,655,943. 78 

I 

$3~438,110.21 : ' 
• • . ; • • 

• • • • • • . 51,554.00 ' 67~179.00 
' . :· I 382,954.46 . ' 341,4'79.16 . . ' • • • • 

• • • • • • 839,851.03 ' 821,842.03 . ' 

• • • • • • 441,338.33 376,861. 71 

• • • • • • 346,969.39. 333,589.39 

• • • • • • 95,020.00 78,19·0.00 

• • • • • • 994,416.26 938,098.57 . 

• • • • • • 1,244,465.83 1,146,397:83 
' . 493,960.50 ' 439,552.25 • • • • • • 

• • • • • • 79,864.00 • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • 14,840.00 ' 14,840.00 

• • • • • • 235,617.00 184,617.00 

• • • • • • 699,766.00 651,766.00 

• • • • • • 50,000.00 . . . . . . ~ . . 

$9,626,560.58 . $8,832,5~3.15 

sible fnr the loss of considerable 
duty o'virJ_g to the Colony; duty wl1'icl1 
I fear in many cases will never be 
collected. 

. Congiclerable loss was ~1 ustained, 

i11ore<)'.Ter 1 through the presentatio1i 
• i' 

of fraucl11lent invoices which passed 
througl1 the Custom::; without proper 
check. 

I shall conclude iny remarl{S on thi.:; 
st1bject by stating for the information 
of hor1ou~:·able meml1ers, that full en
quiry is being . instituted into . the 
"rho1e ni.atter. 

CUSTOMS ·BONDS.· t -
t . ' 

There is another matter in relation 
to the C11stoms to which I desire to 
call the a.ttention of the House. I re-

, ' 

fer to the large amount due in Cu.1-
toms' Bo11ds, some $117 ,545.41 in all, 
including interest. Many o.f these 

' 

unpa.id Bonds date back to 1~20, 

some to J.921 and the latest to 1922. 
Apparentl~r very iittle effort has 'beer1 
made by the persons owing this 
money to pay it. In 1920, .101ne lJonds 
were extended, but since then no ex-
_ tension8 were permitted, and some 
paymer1ts on account have bee11 
made from time to time. I cannot 
speal{ too strongly against · the dis-
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crimination which permitted the ex·
tension ()f bonds. As fa.r a1 the pres
ent Government is concerned, it is 
tl1eir intention to secure the prompt 
payment in cash of these moneys, not 
in pr<>mises to pay or extensions. 

I have here some statements which 
will lle of intere3t to honourable 
members. They are too lengthy to 
read but they will be printed with my 
speech a11d will form an addenda 
theret<). 

I shotlld like, however, to draw 
Honot1ral,Je members' attention to the 
increase in Sa ving .. 3 Deposits wl1ich 
cccurred tluring 1923. 

At the close of 1922 there 'vas on 
t~eposit jn Savings' Accounts, the 
sum of $20,133,975.51. At then end of 
1923, this amount had increased to 
$20,340,223.21, an increase of $206,-
247. 70. 

This is a very .1igni:fican t fact and 
to my n1lnd an indication of that re
silent buoyancy for which Newfound
] and in 11 er :financial history has been 
famous; and I feel sure that with 
that ea.rn est co-o.peration 'fhich is so 
necessary in all .serious activities 
''Te s'ha.1 l turn the corner in 1924-25 
and enter the straight road to na
tional · prosperity ancl happiness. 

Finally, I can assure this House 
and the whole country, that it is 
the earnest intention of His Ma
jesty's Government to embark on 
an entirely new scheme of :fi
nancing. We have decided that an 
E·nergetic constructive policy has been 
neces8ary for this land for some 
)rears l'a_st. Tl1e policy i.J long over
due, but you may be sure that if I 
can sec11r\~ the faithful co-operation 
of my fellow ministers in the Gov
ernment, tl1e time 11as now a,rrived 
and 011r ship has come home at last. 

As I 11ave already remarked, this 
Government accepts no responsibility 
for th0 disastrous effects of the policy 
adopterl by the late G·overnment, and , 

cur only desire is to remedy the dis-

ease which for some years has at
tacked our Isla.nd Home. 

I beg leave to propo.se the follow
ing resolutions:-

(a) ·rne reduction of present duty 
on spirits in tTansit. 

(b) Repealing duty on Flour and 
Gasolene. 

( c) Gi,?ing power to Governor-in
Council to r·educe or abrogate duty on 
Molasses, Kerosene Oil, Beef and 
Pork wl1en :financial conditions in 
thP-ir opinion warrant :same. 

Mr. Speaker resume,d the, Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reporte·d that they had co·nsidere,d the 

I 

matte·r to th·em re,fe.rred, had made 
some progress and aske1d leave to sit 
again on to-morrow • 

On motio,n this Report was re,ceiv
ed and ado,pted, and it w·as ordered 
that the Committe,e h.a.ve leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

' 
NOTICE OF MOTION. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-. To mo·ve 
the Ho,use into Commi•ttee of the 
\Vho1le to consider certa.in r·e·s,olut'ions 
to confirm a contr.act entered into be
tween the Gove·rnment of N'ewfound
land and the Gande1r Valle,y Po,wer 
and Pa.per Co., Ltd. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-Mr. 
Speaker, I ask the House to defer 
that matter until to-morro·w as I a,m 
not quite r 'ea.dy. 

It wa.s ordered that this motion be 
deferre,d. 

NOT1ICE OF QUES·TION. 
l\1R. HALF'YARD-To, ask the Min

ister of. Public Wo1rks to name the 
party · or parties who recommended 
l\Ir. A. Bro1wn to spend the lo·cal and 
main line grants of Bla.keto,wn. State 
reason.s why the duly e1le1cted roia.d 
board is not allowed to spend such 
n1oneys. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-In 
the absence of the Ministe·r oif Publ'ic 
Works would the Ho·n, member defer 
that que·stion. 
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It was ordered this que.stion stand 
deferre·d. 

MR. HIBBS asked Hon. the Minis
ter of Justice if the gentle.m.a.n n.amed 
Neam1ia.h Short rece·ntly appointed 
Magistrate f.or the District of Fogo 
is the same: person who has been fo·r 
the la.st fe.w months engaged a.s a 
scl1ool tea.che.r at Ch.a.nge Islands, 
and if so, what especial qualifications 
does th1is young ma.n po·ssess for 
such an importa.nt a.ppointme·nt and 
on whose· recommendatio·n w:a.s the 
appoin1tment m.ade. 

I-ION. MINIST'ER OF JUSTICE:
Yes, N eami.ah Sho·rt is the same per
son that wa.s enga.ged as scho·ol teac.h
er. As to his qual!ifications he is a 
teacher of Associate Grade and im
pressed me in .a p.ersonal conversatio·n 
I had with him as a particularly in
telligent man. As to· the recommen
dation it was made unde,r the usu.al 
prc1cee,dure. If the Departme.n:t o·f 
Justice thought he wa.s not qualified 
11e would not h.ave· been p,I.aced . in that 
l)OSition. No· objection was made by 
the Gove.rnment, and in particular 
was the fact that other th.ings be:ing 
E.qt1al, preference wo·uld be given him 
because· he was a returned .soldier. 

~IR SCAMMEL,L asked Hon. the • 

Minister of Publ1ic Wo·rks to lay on 
the table o·f the· House a list of duly 
~lecte·d Road Boards in the District 
of St. Ba.rbe·, a.s conta1ined in the· re
cords of the· De·pa.ritment, sho·wing the 
i1ame of Chairma.n in each ca.se. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY,:-! 
ask th.at the questio·n be deferred as 
the minister ·is out of to·wn. · 

idR SCAMMELL.:-To ask Hon. the • 

Minister oif F'ina.nce and Custo·ms to 
lay on the table o·f the, House a state
mcr1t showing (1) The total amount 
cJf duties co.Jle·cted fo·r fl.seal year 
1~22-23 on each o.f the1 following ar·
ticles :-(.a) Beef, (b) Po·rk, (c) Ga.so
line, (d) Kerosene, and (e') Molasse·s; 
(2) ,,.,he total amount col1lecte1d in each 

instance· 0 1n the same· articles for the 
period July 1st, 1923 to· April 30th, 
1924. 

HON. MINISTER OF F'INANCE:
T n re·plying to th.e m.e·m ber f o·r St. 
Barbe I wish to table the a.nswer. 

MR. CHAMBERS ask·e·d the Hon. 
Prime Minister· to lay on the table 0 1f 
tl1e Ho·use a. stateme,nt sh.owing (1) 
rrotal CO·St of Normal School bu:ild
ing to date; (2) is the building com
pleted? If not what will be the 
prospective cost of completion? (3) 
'rot.al cost of equ!ipment, viz., desks, 
ft1rniture a.nd fittings; (4) If any 
proposed expenditure o·n ithe grounds 
surrounding said building. 

I-ION. THE PRIME MINISTER in 
reply to the: question o.f Mr. Chambe,rs 
tabled the1 following:-(1) Total paiid 
on N·ormal School to June 17th, $311,-
687 .40; (2) Building is co·mpleted but 
bills a.r·e, still coming in; (3) Co,st o·f 
equipment to date, $7,738.23; (4) The·r·e 
has be·en an e·la.bor1ate s.cheme p.re.
pared by the late Minister of Educ.a.
tion for la.ying out the grounds cost
ing pr·obably seveiral thousand dol
lars. Outsta.nding a.ccounts $25,011.12. 

I-ION. THE PRIME MINIST'ER in 
a11swer to question 6 of the order 
paper tabled the f.ol1lowing :
Expen·diture per Govern-

1nent Engineer's Office· to 
date, (June· 10, 1924) .. $311,687.40 

I3al. due· Ho·rwood Lumbe:r 
Co., General Contr·a.ct 
a bout . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Bal. due Horwoo,d Lumber 
Co., Contr.act for laying 
Linoileum a.nd sup·plying 
Ta.ble and othe.r fi~ture·s, 

a bout . . . . . . .. . . . . . 
Bal. due, C. A. Hubley·, 

H.eating and Ventiilation 
Contract, about . . . . . . 

Bal. due· W. C. Wins.bor
borr·ow, Ele1ctr'ic . Lighting 
Contr:acit, abo1ut . . . . . . 

Bal. due. W. J. Ryan, Plumb
ing· contr.act, about . . . . 

9,668.77 

2,300.00 

1,663.50 

5,003,00 

3,995.00 
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Bal. ·due A. J. C. Paine·, 
. ,, 

Architect, a.bout . . . . . . 
' ' 

2,380.85 
Bal. due A. J. C. Pa.ine, 

Exp·ense·s . . . . . . . . . . . ? 
• 

Furnishing . . . . . . . . . . ? • 

T'he Tre.a.sury grant .was based on 
a11 estli.mate, made oif the r·e·quire·me,nts 
r>f th.e· E'ducation Dep1ar1tment so · th.at 
it is quite P '0 1ssible that the·re are 
othe·r committments of which I have 
no knowledge. I a .m not advised of 
these matJter.s until I receive1 the ac
counts ·certified f.or payment. There 
inay also be e1xtr.as 0 1n the Contracts 
of · which I wil1l kno1w nothing until 
the Architect ha.s made his final ad
justme.nts. 
Bal. to credit of Account 

. at Ca.nadian Ba.nk of Com-
merce . . . . . . . . . . . . $38,312.60 

Alloic.a.te·d by Governme!nt not 
vet re·ceived from tre·a.sury 50,000.00 
• 

There was an elaborate scheme 
prepared and a special gardener \Vas 
got out to lay out the grounds a.nd 
plant trees. I may say in · that connec
tion that I was aske.d the da.y before 
yesterday to pay a bill for $800 fo·r 
trees, ordered by the late Minister of 
Education through Mr. Canning. I 
discove~e·d that ther·e was no soil to 
plant the.m in, and conse·quently we 
have got to· plant the soil first. 1rhe· 
trees were ordered before the soil, so 
the· only thing to do was to sell the 
trees. 

MR. HICKMAN-Asked Hon. · the 
Minister of Justice if any negotiations 
are going on for the settlement of the 
Labrador Boundary without reference 
to Privy Council. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE-In 
replying to the Hon. member, the,re 
are no negotiations that the depart
ment has a.ny kn·owledge of or ttny 
connection with. 

MR. W ARRE'N-Asked the. Hon. the 
Prime. Minister to lay on the table of 
the House the report furnished the 
Government in 1924 upon which pay-

men.ts made· to the Commissioners . 
upon Tariff Revision for their services 
were based. / 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTE·R--,.-I 
beg to lay the necessa.ry information 
on the table· and in doing so I wish to 
say that the Minister of Finance '\Vas 
asked by the Royal Commission on· 
Tariff for more money than the Gov
ernme·nt paid out. In other words the 
Commissioners did not get quite as 
much money as they were looking 
for. Here is a leter addressed .to J\fr. 
Cave:-

(Copy) 

R.OY1\L COMMISSION ON 'rAR . .IFF. 

March 29, 1924. , . 

Bon. W. H. Cave, 
I 

Minister of Finance· & Customs. 

Sir.-In accordance with your wish-,. 

es, the Tariff Revision Commission, at 
its final session asked for an expres
sion of opinion as to what remunera
tion should be ~aid the various mem
bers for their services during the past 
two years. While no vote was taken 
on the subject, the expressed con
sensus of opinion was that ranking 
members should be paid at least O·ne 
thousand dollars each, and that tl1e 
Chairman, the Secretary, and Mr. H. 

' . 
V. Hutchings, on whom ~evolved ~on-
tinuous and numerous extra.ordinary . . 

services should receive addition.al 
I ' ' 

payment for their services. Taking 
the sitated One· thousand dollar·s as 
basis of pay for each member of the 
·Commission, we beg to recommend to 
the Government a scale· of pay as fol
lows:-

Cha,irman, H. ·w. LeMess11rier,. C.ll.G. 
1. Commissioner's pay . . . . . . $1,000 
2. Chairman's Fee . . . . . . . . 2,000 
3. Preparation of New Schedule 1,500 

.. . 

4. Services on Special Commit-
tees and Special Reports . . 500 

$5,000 
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Se1cre1ta.ry (H. M. Mosdell.) 
1. Commissioner's Pay . . . . . . $1,000 
2. Special Secr·eta.rial Work . . 1,500 
3. Preparation of Report and 

Special Papers . . . . . . . . 
4. Preparation of Index . . . . 

Mr. H. V. Hutchings. 

1,200 
300 

1. Commissioner's Pay . . . . . . $1,000 
2. Special Investigations into 

Hardware and Grocery Trade 
• 

and Attendance at Special 
sub-Committee Meetings as 
per Attendance Report ·. . . . 250 

3. Work on Re·port of Commis-
• SIOil . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4. Work on Index to 
Schedule . . . . . . . . . .. 

• • • • 

New 
• • • • 

Respecfully yours, 

500 

250 

$2,000 

H. W. LeMESSURIER, 
Chairma.n. 

H. M. MOSDE'LL, 
Secreta.ry. 

Royal Commission on Tariff. 
MR. WARREN-The Prime· Minis

ter has heard my question a,sking to 
have the! report ta.bled. That is the 
report I mean. There was1 a rep.art 
prepa.red fo·r the executive Govern
ment, and upon that report payments 
were made. I think that was all I 
wanted. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
That is the only document my secre
~ary could find this m·orning. But I 
may say that in co.nnection with the 
Comm.issio1ners pay that M.r. C. P. 
Ayre to.Id me that in discussing the 
n1ater at a meeting they had co·me to 
the con cl us ion that $300 was very 
go·od pa.y. There were 60 meetings 
and $5 a. meeting was sufficient. He 
thougl1t he was only getting $300 and 
when he got $500 he sent $200 to a 
charitable institution. 

Pursuant to order, and 0 1n motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
House resolved itself into· a Commit
tee of the· whole to consider the Bil.I 
entitled "An Act further to Amend 12 
and 13, Geo-. V. Cap. 20 entitled "The 
War Pensio1ns Act, 1922." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
~ 

Mr. Puddister to.ok the Chair of 
Co·mm:ittee. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE- Mr. Chairm.an, this Bill to 
amend the War Pensions Act 1922 was 
given notice o·f shortly a.fter the· o·pen
ing day of this session of the Ho.use. 
The Amendments, that are in the Co·m
mittee stage befo1re the. House are as 
fo:llows :-

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS.TIC.E 
READS BIL1L. 

The amendment a.s Ho·n. member·s 
can readily see is only,, as I ha.v~. ex
plained before, to· revert to the o.r.igin
al number o.f members which com
posed the Pensi·ons Board name.ly 
three instead o.f tw·o· w·hic·h has been 
the case fo.r some time. I ha.ve said 
before also. that the tw.o new mem
bers have signified their inte·nti'o·n of 
serving witho·ut r·emuneratio·n. Doc
tor Parso·ns is the remain.ing member 
of the committee. 

Since the time! these amendments 
were decided o·n other proposals., 
which are mroe far-reaching in effect, 
were made. I menti.on this to e·xp1ain 
why the matter has been deferred 
from da.y to· da.y. We co.ns'ider these 
further pro·posed amendments far 
more importa.n t fr·om a financial vie·w 
po.int. I may sa.y that the matter for 
serious co1nsiderati.on i.s the extent of 
our financial O·bliga.tions in connec
tion with war pe·ns1io·ns. It is to the 
matter of the So1di.ers Settlement 

' 

p·olicy that I refer and in mo.ving in 
this direction we a.re on:ly keep·ing up 
the pledges of a past administration, 
which pledges we: approved o·f and at 
the same time falling in line with 
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what has been done in Canada and 
elsewhere. These: p,rop·osals were 
su.bmitted to the Go·ver·nment, under 
commis.s1ion, under a different admini
stration. The Gov·e:rnment c.onsider
ing that there would be a.nother ses
sio·n o.f the Legislature before the end 
of the p,re·sent fiscal year and that a 
matter of such weight needs a. lot o·f 
serious thought decided to defer 
bringing up· the further p·r.oposed 
amendments until the next sessio·n. 
This determinatio·n was further 
strengthened by the knowledge o.f the . 
fact that sim1lar !legislatio,n is to 
come up at the present session of the 
Canadian p ·arlia.ment and the action 
ta.ken in connection with it might be 
interesting to· us. I beg, therefore, 
to mo.ve· the: ado,ption of the amend
ments which are no·w befo,re the com
mittee. This, W'a,r Pensio·ns Act was 
pa.ssed by th:is House with a schedule 
attached to it prov:iding for fifty p·e:r 
cent. bonus througho·ut. This sche
dule exp·ired in 1922. Since then the 
payments have been made· as i..f the 
scl1edule had not expired. This Act 
no·w corrects that defect and c.on
tinues making the bonus pa.ya.ble· up 
to· the end oif the fiscal year, June 
30th., 1925. This bill a1so1 co·nfirms 
the payments of p·ensi·ons from the 
exp1iration .of the sche:dule up until 
the present time, and I may sa.y that 
these other pa.yments were ma.de il
legally. However, as I said, the 
Bil.I no,w befo1re the co·mmi.ttee cor
re1cts the defect. I desire to. apolo
gize · to . the House for the deferring of 

' ' 

the O·rder until to·-day, the reason for 
which being, as I explained the care·-

. ' 
ful c·o·ns'ideratio·n which had to be giv-
en to such further extensive pro
po·sals .. 

Mr. Speake.r resumed the chair. 

The· Chairma.n fro·m the Comm:f ttee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill with some 
amendment. 

On motio·n this re,po·rt WAS received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 

' ' 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. . . 

Whereup·o·n, w'ith una.n'iml(»ua con
s.ent and on motion O·f Hon the Minis
ter of Justice, the Bil;l eintitled "The 
War Pensions Act, 1922'''. was read a 
third time a.nd passed, and it wa.s 

\ 

ordered that the said Bi.JI be engro·ss-
ed, being entitle·d a.s abo·ve·, a.nd that 
it be sent to the Legislative ' Council 
with a message requesting the co.n
cur'rence of that bo·dy in its · pro1vi-

• s1o·ns. 
Pursuant to order, and on mdtion 

of Hon. the Minister· of Justic·e, the 
House resolved itself into . a Co.mmit
tee o·f the Who1le to1 c.ons1der the B.fll 
entitle~ ''An Act Re·specting the· Game 
a.nd Island Fishe·ries1 Boar·d.''' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddiste.r to·o·k the Chair of 

Comm:ittee. 

COMMIT'T'EE OF THE WHOL·E ON 
BILL, "AN AC.T' R.ES.PEC:T1ING 

THE GAM.E AND IS,L·ANJ) 
FISHERIES, BOARD." 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
' 

TICE- In re:Iation to this B.fll I WO·Uld 
< 

like to. explain that it is. not very 
much diffe·rent from the o·riginal. The , 
Bill is pre1p·ared at the request .of the 
Board itself. It is practically a ver
batim co1py o.f the o·rfg,inal bill except 
with regard to a clause in sectio·n 
twe·nty. Otherwise there is nothing 
of 'importance. There is. no, difference 
in the· powers of the. Bo.a.rd. In fact 
the Bill seems .to be pra.ctica'lly a re
petition of the law except that it giv
es the board mart fa.cility in dealing 
with certa.in matters. a.nd in the .met-· 
h·01d o·f proceedure. It is to be hoped 
that in the near future the Gove·rn
ment w·iII see 'its wa.y c:le~r to, give 
mo.re financial assista.nce to, the 
boa.rd. The sum which it no·w · ex- , 
p·ends a.nnually is totally in1sufficient 
for the· p·urpose of carrying out the 
work for w·hich it was started. Those 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 153 

0 1f us who happen to kno.w can a.ppre

ciate ·the work of men who are 

guarding the rivers and poo·ls of the 

co·untry. And when w·e! learn of the 

remune.ration they receive fo.r the 

work we are astounded. The W·O·rk is 
most arduous and it seems to me that 

these men ·must ·have some lo·ve fo1r 
the pre-serva.tion of the fish a.nd w.ild 

I . 

animals .of the fo·rests; otherwise 

there seems to be no· exp;lanation. So 

again,, I hope that in the near ' futur·e 

the G·overnment will be able to 

stretch its.elf sufficiently to· 
gr~ater a.ssistance ,to· this 
cause. 

render 
worthy 

MR. SCAMMELL~Mr. Chairman, 
while! this B.ill is before the Ho·use, I 
desir·e. to· express myself as be,ing in 
entire accord with the views exp-ress
ed by 'the Minister o.f Justice in in
troducing the· bill the other day when 
he pa.id · tribute to the co·mmendatory 
work of the Board, and its 'officia.ls. 

' ' 
Speaking fro·m p·erso·nal know1edge 

' and personal o·bs.er,va.tion, I ca.n say 
• • 1 

that the warders on the va.r.ious riv-, 

ers and at ga.me ce·ntres, are ce.rta.in
ly . perfo·rming their dutie·~ with c·o·m
mendable care and attention. Many 
of tl1em have la.rge areas to patrol, 

. . 

and I agree with the· Minister of Jus-
~ ' 

tice w·he·n he sa.ys that for the work 
' • f 

perfo.rmed many o.f them a.re under-
paid. In fair weather or foul they 
are always to be fo-und on the: job 
and many of them have to undergo 

' ' ' 

cons!iderable hardships and incon-
. ' .. ' 

venience in the , per'fo·rma.nce of their 
duties. I ha.ve. in mind no·w tl1e: case 
0 1f the game warden at Ca.nada Bay, 
Mr. John Wilcox of Eng lee·. He ha.s 
three o·r fo-ur large rivers and brooks 
to lo·ok over, all flowing into· Canada 
Ba.y. His wo·rk takes · him twelve 01r 
eighteen miles fr·o.m ho·me, and he 
often has to camp in the open fo-r 
nights at a str·etch, as the country is 

extremely 'i~o1ated. For the wo·rk 

th.is man performs he receives. the 

sum of one- hundred a.nd .fifty do1llars. 

It is not enough! and I feel sure 

there are many like instance·s. I 

trust that very shortly the Govern-
, 

ment will find itse·lf i.n a po·sition to 

be abie to more. suitably rew·ard the 

various ga.me wardens throughout 

the co-untry. 

As ·regards the B.ill now befo·re the 

House, I feel that we are co·nferring 
v·o-ry lar·ge powe·rs on the· Game a.nd 

' 

Inland F'isheries Boa.rd, but I trust 
nothing 'is contemp1ated w·hich w.ill 
in any way interfere with the right 
of any man,, as, against a. l:i:censed 
hunter, o.f killing a deer for meat and 
fo·od in the uisual ma.nner. I w:ant to. 
se·e no1 restriction.s placed on our 
p·eop1e other than the system at pre
sent in vogue permits. 

In co·nclusjo·n I would like to ask 
the minister in charge o.f the Bill if 
the Bo·ard has power to· a.dd to· its 
numbe·rs. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JusrrrcE 
-I would like to say in connection 
with this bill that it belongs in fact to 
the Department of Marine and , FiBh
eries, and tl1at the Minister asked me 
to undertake the introducion of the. 
bill because it is more of a technical 
nature than o·therwise. I may sa.y in 
connection with ,this in passing that 
aJl the mone·y which now goes to the· 
Board at the present time is expenfled 
in paying the wardens. This is with 
the exception of the· amount neces
sary for the administration . of the 
work, such as stationery and the -sec
retary's · sala.ry. The members of the 
Board serve witho·ut remuneration as 
the Board is con1posed entirely of 
men who are . interested in the· ga.me 
of the country. 1.'he point that was 
made by the Hon. Member for St. 
Barbe is the crux of the situation. 
The gre·at necessity is for finances to 
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suitably reward tl1e. wardens of the 

rivers. You cannot expect men to do 

\Vork unless they · are · receiving rea
sonable remuneration. · Then, of 
course, owing again to financial cir
cumsances there are rivers all over 
the country which are entire unpro
tecte·d. Those of us who are en
thusiastc know because of that 
destruction is taking place to a ter
rible extent. There is a great · possi
bility for this country in the salmon 
fishery-the sea salmon fishery. .~nd 

this is a matter 'vhich is entirely 11p 
to our selves to see · that the ·sa.11non· 
rivers are left undisturbed except at 
the open season. 

MINISTER OF MARINE AND 
FISHERIES-I "ras out fishing mys~lf 
during the past few days. I have heard 
tl1at somebody saii.l that I shoul I not 
have gone. However · I will deal · with 
that later. I wa.nt to take this occa.
sion to say that I would like to see 
some effort made to have the wardens 
paid better salaries. The best pa.id of 
tl1ese men· get about one hundre·d and 
thirty or forty dollars per· yea.r while 
some go as low as forty or fifty. I do 
not think that it is right for this 
country to efepect men to perform good 
service for a miserable pitance 1 ike 
that, and in some cases . it is impos
sible for them to do so and. in co-11se
quence the rivers are ·being netted. 
Now, many times the outport people 
have been blame·d for the nettin.g of 
th,e rivers. I ca.n say for the informa.
tion of everybody that if the people, of 

' ' 

the outports net the rivers then the 
people of St. Jolin's should be blame.d . 
fo,r jigging th~ rivers. And jiggi11g 
the· rivers is worse than netting them 
and this I know from my own know
ledge because. in the jigging many 
salmo·n are injured a.nd never caught 
and they die th.ere in the rivers and 
pools. And now to show you an in
sta.nce of the advantage of ha.ving the 
wardens paid a proper salary and 
also of having n1ore wardens I will 

cite an experience of my own. About 
twelve years ago I was running the 
Labrador Mail Service and one of the 
war·dens told me that he had heard 
that the river was being netted. About 
ten days a.fterward I was at the river 
in que.stion and it was late in the 
evening. I caught the chap in the act. 
He was a young man of about twe·nty
seven. I was talking to him for a lit
tJ e while, and I asked him how many 
barrels he had · caught the year be
fore. He replied that he had caught 
seven barrels. I aHked him how many 
that year so far and he replied 
twenty-severi. I asked him how ma.ny 
barrels he could remember having 
been caught in that river, and he said 
as far as he col1ld remember ~lis 

father and brother had caught t'vo 
11undred and fifty barrels ,out of this 
river. I spoke to him for some time 
and I told him a few things that I 
thought would be a help to him, and 
I told him of the· results of this net
ting of the rive:rs, and allowed him 
to go. The next season I got a report 
from a ·storekeeper at Canada Bay 
that he had received fifeen barrels 
from that man. The season after again 
I heard from the same storekeeper 
that he had got sixty-four barrels 
from him. That is the result which 
C·ame from not. netting the rive.r'. With 
the Game and Irila.nd Fishery Boa.rd 
the gre.at and crying need is for more 
money to employ n1ore wardens ancl to 
pay thos~ who are already working at 
this work better sD,laries. Until this is 
done the rivers ·Will be netted and jig~ 
ged, and it is up to us if we want to 
preserve our game to take some· meas
ure to protect the. salmon. 

Mr'. Speaker res11med the Chair. 
I , 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that th~y had considered !.he 
matter to · them referred and had 
passed the said Bjll without ame,nd
ment. 

On motion this Report was rece,ived 
and adopted, and it wa:.s ordered that 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

the said Bill . be read a third time 
presently. . .. 

Whereupon, with · unanimous ~on

sent, and on motion ·of Hon. the Min
ister . of Jij.stice, th.e Bill entitled "An 
Act B.especting the Game and Inland 
Fisheries Board" was r·ead a third . . ' 

time and passed, and. it was orda1red 
that , the . said Bill be engrossed, being 
ent_itled as above., and that it be sent 
to the Legislative Council with a. 
m~ssa.ge reques1ting the concurrence 

. . 
of . that body in its provisions. . . . 

. Second Reading of Bill "An Act re
specting the ·Employment of Loggers." 

IVIR. ·K. BROWN:~Mr. Spe·aker, ~n 
rjsing to, move the se.co·nd reading of 

. , 

tl1is Bill ·I am actuated by one motive 
only, na.mely to do something on be
half of . the lo,gge·rs of th.is co·untry, 
'"·hose wrongs cry · out for re,dress, and 

. . 
I · wou:ld like to make a few remar·ks 
concerning the sub-c·o·ntract or· pie,ce
'vork sy.ste·m. The great majority of 
men Who work ait logging· un.der this 
syste·m find that while, they ha.ve to 
vvork like: slaves tliey cannot make 
a.nything like the amo·unt of money 
tJ1ey sh.ould ma.ke and therefo·re find it 
il11 ·possible, ·in most cases, to suppo1rt 
their fam~ilie·s unde·r the a.bove named 
syste.m. When a ma.n has· to go log
i~ir1.g under· the piece-wo·rk system a.nd 
find, after quitting wo1rk, he ha.s not 
made enough to pay · his passage home 
inUch · less· having anything to take 
home to provide the wherewithal fo·r 
11is fam1i,ly, it a.p.p·ea.rs to .him, and 
rigl1tly so, that th,is . co·untry. is not 
giving him a sq u.a.re deal and for· this 

' ' 

reason, Mr. Speaker, I have introduc-
•. • i . !, ' ' 

ed the Bill now before the House, and 
. , , 

as the introducer I 1intend to supp·ort 
it 'to the, bitter end. . 

' 
I strongly condemn the sub-contract, 

or . piec_e-work system in the lumber 
. ' 

'\\'oods . of th~s . co·untry, as it i~ a. con'."' 
c"litio·n of la.bor that . doe·s not permit 
the logger due return for. his honeist 
toil. The logger~ .of the· northern dis
tricts. are a.nta.gonistic to this system. 

Nothing· will induce th·e majo1rity of 
these men to go, in. the· woods . unde1r 
this system but absolute necessity, 
and iit is high time, Mr. Sp·eaker, that 
a. stop be put to contractors ma.king 
big money at the expense o.f the log
gers.. Hundreds of me·n have a.p
proached me1 on th.i.s ve.ry import:a.nt 
n1atter and asked me if something 
cannot be done to reme·dy the· evils 
that now exist in connectio1n with the 

I 

subco.ntra.ct system. 
' 

How is it that these. comp·anies can-
not p.a,y wages as they d1id in .. Yea.rs 
g·one? Did they take advanta.ge of the 

' . ' 

country's condition and watch their 
opportunity to inaugurate this system 
of sla.ve.ry, if so·, it is about hig·h time 
the Gove·rnme.nt ta.ke action, and ta~e 
it quickly, on behalf of the . logge·rs 
who are lookin'g to, us to protect the 1m 
a.nd their families fro·m starvation. 

' 
There was a time when the A. N. D. 
' 

Co. h.a;d a. winter tr:ain service, lletwe1en 
Millertown Junctio1n and Mil1lertown 
and conveye:d their men to· and fr·o.m 

' 

M·illertown, but of late1 this train ser-
. . ' 

vice does not exist .in winte·r season 
and men have to tra.vel fro·m . Milller:
town Junction. to Mil1.lerto·wn, a dis
tance of .about twenty mile1s, before 
reaching Red Indian Lake. No·w th1is 
is not go·od eno·ugh. 

Mr. Spe,aker, I a.m one of the re
pre,senitatives of the la.r·gest outport 
districts, in .this cou:Qtry, which dis
trict, 1if I sp·e!a.k r~ghtly, sends a.s ma.ny 
or m·o.re men to the lumber wo1ods 

• 

than .any oth.e·r Q.istrict, .and during 
n1y two political campaigns in Twil
linga.te Di.str1ict. I have had numer
ous complaints aga,jnst this system. 
As a m1atte1r of fa.ct, only three men 

I 

in my who:le district sp·oke in favor 
of sub-contract or piece-wo1r~. 

,Some1 pe·o·ple may say i~ the c.om
pan·ies p·ay big wa.ges th.e1y will not 
get the sa,me amo·unt of work o,ut of 
the men, my answ.er to that is, if 
when .a m·an is getting paid and is not 
inclined to work, get rid of him, and 
employ the man who is 'inclined to 
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gi,re a fair days wo1rk for a fair da,y's 
pay. Why should men have to work 
like slaves for a paltry day"s work. 
Is not a.n ho1nest day's work- from a,ny 
man goo1d enough for any co·mpany? 
Why should th·e the hours of .any 
,v.orkman be ,10,nge·I" than nine hours, 

• 
•Jr ten hours at the, f.a.rithest? 

IJast winter· a large numbe·r of men 
Y\-e·nt to, Millertown Junction to go to 
Millerto1wn to work, a.nd when reach- . 
ing the Junc1tJio·n a.nd finding the,y' had 
to tra.vel to Mille,rtown, refused to un
dertake the journey, with the result 
that the Gover·nment had to, send Mag
istr.ate and Police to investigate and 
the result was, the· men had to be 
sen1t to, their homes at the· expense of 
the Coilo·ny. . 

Mr. Spea.ker, the·re ma.y be some 
rnA,n who· engage in the· sub-contract 
s~ ... stem ' thait may ma.ke g·ood mo,ne1y, 
llerhaps $60.00 a · month, perhaps 
more. but not bec.a,use some can ina.ke 
that amount that oth,ers must work 
vv·itli the hope· 0 1f doing the same and 
in the e·nd find it impossible. 

The wage -asked in the Bill now 
befo·re the Ho·use, is not la.rge, what is 
a dollar and sixty 1or seventy cents for 
a good day's work in the lumber woods 
and swings an axe fro·m sunrise to 
sunset. Things are getting ·wo·rse in
stea.d O·f better. It has be·en sadd that 
'\Vage,s and labor a.re gover·ned by the 
la"\v of ·Sup·ply :a.nd Dema.nd, but I sa.y 
that this do,e·s noit apply he·re in New
found1land, because" the supply has al
'vays been,. an.d in my opinion, al ways 
'\Vill be, greater tha,n th.e dem:and. 

According to· present indications, 
t11ere is no doubt but the~ caitch of co1d
fish ' w1ill be very short th,is sea,son and 
l1undreds of men will be loo·king fo·r 
en1ployment o.f some· sort, and are we 
f,ojng to. allo1w this sub-co·nttact to 
still exisit, or are· we g·oing to try a.nd 
g(?,t straight w.ages · for the: men who 
go a.t" that hazardous work? Furthe,r-
1nore, · th.is is a President1ial election 
year in the· United Sitate·s a.nd many 
men are out of employment and many 

I~ e"\vfoundlanders are returning ho,me 
and will be1 seeking work in their 
ov;n co,untr·y, and what are we go
i11g to do1 about 'it? 

'Ve need Labor La.ws and ne.ed them 
l)a,Jly, ,a,nd if something is not done, to 
protect the lo·gger, th.ings will go. from 
bad to1 w·orse, and the children of to
day wi1ll be, half starved as some oif 
the1n a,re, at present half-naked and 
11neducate1d, and educa.tio·n is one o.f 
the princ1ip1al requirements of Ne1w
fo1111dland to-day. I feel sure· th.at the 
l..1abor member for St. Jo·hn'''s We,st 
'vill sup·p.ort this Bill now befo·re the 
House,, and I also think Capt. Winsor, 
the member for B·onavista, will ailso 
support it, in view of the number o·f 
111en who go from h1is district to· the 
lumber woods. 

Mr. Spe1aker, I hope thi.s. Bill wlil 
l)c giv·en consider,ation, and that the 
loggers w 1ill be give!n a living wa.ge. 
I wou;Id like, s·ir, fo,r every ho,n, mem
ller in this Ho,use to give this Bill the 
consider·ation that it de·se.rves, and 
let it stand on its me~its. I do not be
lieve many of the· arguments put up 
about logging expense·s to be correct. 
To,o much is charged to, O·Verhe.ad .ex
pense.s so as to make it .appear impos
sible to pa.y more· wages. 

I wo·uld again, Mr. Speaker, be 
seech the Government to deeply con
sider thlis Bill, a.nd to give i1t their 
suppo,rt on be1half of the men who cut 
t11e logs. 

I have much pleasure, sir, in mov
i11g the seco~nd reading. 

MR. SCAMMELL~Mr. Speaker, I 
ri1se to second the moti:on that this 
Bill be read a se·co·nd time, and in do
ing so I am reminded of a saying 
which goes to· the effect "that in eve,ry 
moment there is embedded a g)o,lde·n 
opportunity," and I feel, sir, that this 
Ho1use and th'is Legislature· ha,s a 
golden opp,ortunity befo·re. it in this 
Bill to do· sometl1ing of real merit an(l 
lasting worth on ,behalf of a class of 
toilers w·ho·se imp,o,rta.nce in our in-
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dustrial life sl1ows tl1at tl1ey are 
S·econd to· the men engaged in fishing. 

I l1ave before me the Budget speecr1 
of tl1e late Finance Mininster·, Mr. 
Cave, fo·r the fis.ca:l year e,nding ·June 
30th, 1923. In the addenda I note 
some figures with reference to· 011r 

exports for that year, and on an
alysis it is shown that out of 
a total of twenty million dollars, four
teen million dollars consisted of 
fishery produce and four millio·ns con
siisted of the pro·ducts of the forest, 
na.mely, pulp,, pap,er, and raw timber. 
It will thus be se:en what an important 
body of men industria,lly the loggers 
are to the c.ountry. The loggers for 
years 11a,re always been a hard worl{
ing class of nlen, engaged in a stren11-
ous and hazardous occupation. But 
llP' to 1913 no legi1slation in their in
terests ha.d made its appearance on 
the Statute Bo:ok. In 1913 Sir· Wi1lia.m 
Coaker intr.oduced his I ... ogging Bill 
and with the co·-op·eration o.f the tl1e·n 
Pr'ime Ministe·r, Sir Edward Mo·rris, 
succeeded in ha.ving it placed o·n the 
Statute Boo·k. That act was a. step 
forward in revolutionizing matters for 
the loggers, as regards c·o,ndition1s un
der which they had to· work before. It 
had n·o so·oner become law than it was 
hailed with a.cc:lammation by loggers 
from all over the co·untry and up to 
this day loggers everywhere are out-
spoken in its pra:ise. But, to-day, sir, 
yire a.re fa,ced with a condition of af-
fa]rs exi1sting a.mong the loggers 
where we find it necessary to go fur
ther. 

Condition.s. ba.ve arisen which inake 
jt necess~ry for us to ta.ke further 
co?-:nizFtnce of tl1e manner in wh·jcl1 
loggers have been treated during r0-
cent years. The 1a.rge am.aunt of sur
pl11s 1abo·ur following upo·n post war 
condition1s . gave the logging compan
ies amp.le O"PP·01rtunity· for introducing 
what ha.s since become kn.own as the 
sub-contracting system. That system 
has already been o·utlined and ex-

plained by the me·mber for Twillin
gate, Mr. Bro,wp., here this afternoon. 
My experience in connection witl1 log
ging conditions is neither a1s wide 01r 
a.s va.ried as that of the mem be·r for 
Twillingate, but from my own kno·w:.. 
ledge and observ·ation, I must sa.y that 
amongst loggers to-day th·ere is a uni-
vers.al demand for the abolitiort of the 
sub-contra.cting sustem,, and the in-

• 
troductio·n of · a straight wa.ge. 

L·ast Autumn I atte,nded the F.P.U. 
Convention at Port Union, and there 
must have, been o,ver a hundred and 
fifty delegates present fro·m vario·us 
parts of the co1untry, and the Conv·en.
tion debated for a, whole· day, fro·m 
early morning ti:11 · late at night this 
system of sub .... contracting in the lum
berwoo·d.1s The.r·e were many experi
enced lo·ggers present, many who· 11ad 
worke·d under the sub-c·o1ntracting 
system and good wo·r·kmen too. Vari
ous O·pinions were expressed but in 
the end the unanimous opinion o.f the 
delegates was that an effo1rt 11afl to be 
made by which the subcontractin ~.; 

system would be abolished. 

If any hono·urab1e members have 
any doubt in their· minds that thPre is. 
not a demand am,ong the lo·o.;gers for 
the abolition of this s.ystem, let me· set 
their fea.rs at rest. I no,te that bot11 
the Prime Minister and the Minister 
of Finance and Customs have on oc
casion stressed the- theory of supply 
and demand as regards wages to· be. 
pa.id la,b.ourers. The theo,ry of suppl v 

and dema.nd is a. 1arg8· eco1io·mic qu.P::;
tion that has caused m11c11 th·O·Ught ·~n 

the, best minds of all age9. I rlo nnt. 
agree that the theory a!._,v::iys 1vn,rk~ to 
the best a.dvan ta.ge of the 1 Rhr)11 re-r. 
but, assuming the Prime Mjni~t'"'-r'.C\ 

a.rgument that it does tJ1e,re i~ 8]] t.li~ 

more reason thi1s year· why 1 eqisJ :-it:i OYl 

such as this bill sho·uld be pla.ce{l on 
the Statute Book. 

The P'rime. Minister anticinate.s th8t 
there will be ample labor to· takP. c'.lre 
of all men offe.ring this yea.r, but I 
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fear that such will not be the case. 

Wh t . a is 
Spea.ke:r·? 

the pos:ition Mr. 

The fishery promises · to· be an abso-
1 ute fa.ilure and hundreds oif men arc 
already seeking w·ork in o·rder to be 
able to provide for the winter before 
it gets too late. I suppose that there 
is not an hono·urable member in this 

• 
House who, is no1t now da.ily in r·eceipt 
of messages aisking for work and hon

. ourable membrs w1ill find that as time 
' 

goes on the situation will be accentu·
ated. Hundreds of nlen have been 
thrown out of work in Canada and. the 
United States and will be retur~ing 

ho1me, and these will have to be taken 
care of as we'll. We are conseqt1ent
ly going to ha.ve a surplu1s o·f men fo.r~ 

labo·ur. L.ooking at it which way you · 
will the law of supply and dema11d 
will in this case operate to· the d1sad .. 
vantage of the labourer because the 

- ' 
situa.tion I ha.ve· outlined n111st mean 
plenty larour and consequently 
chea.per labour unless otl1e·rwise · pro:
vided for. T'he· Prime Minister and 
the Government must take serious 
cognizance of the situation, and in 
view of what the member fo·r Twillin
gate has .said here tl1is afternoon, give 
this bill their earneist sympath_y 
and suppo·rt. . I ask y:ou, ho·nour
able members to· serio·usly cons,ider 
this Bill and realize that this 
js a go·o·d opportunity to do something 

· for them, th·e deserving labouring 
t:lass. Conditio·ns unde.r which me1n 
are working with the sub-contracting 
system are1 neither fair nor equ1itable 
anrl the only square, de·al which they 
can exp·ect is thr·ough legislation 
such as we are· proposing this after-
11oon. The Prime Min1ister to my 
1nind is particuilarly committed to do 
his best with regard to this bill. I 
ha,Te h1is Manifesto be.fore me and 
an1ongst other things I note that he 
said -th:at he agre.ed that the labor 
rnan should have a 
Bhould be · we1ll . 'ho1used 

living· wa.ge, 
· and clothed 

and that he would aid if possible to 
.bring this ab·out. I point · out to · the 
Prime · Minister that ·now is his op
portunity of acting up to· that p.Jedge 
as . I presume he wa.s sincere when he· 
uttered it. The bill now be.fore : us 
C)ff ers the logger a living wage wl1ich 
in the ma-jo·rity of cases under the 
present syste·m . he has not :obta,ine1d. 
Tbe question as to whether the, co1m~ 

pa11ies can afford to give these wages 
ought not . to my mind co·ncern us a 
great de:al. I fee·l sur·e· they .... are 
in a position to1 pay such wages as 'Y~ 
ask in this connection 1f one ·is to 
juc1g€ fro·m the returns a.nd earnings . ' 

cf the A.N.D. Co. and the ease with 
'"·I1ich their debentures a.r·e dispo~ed 

of on the mar·ket. Anything ~ess - than 
this b1ill .asks for is not a living wage 
and any company that . wants to en
gage men for less is scarcely worth 
considering as an , asset to th.e coun
try. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I again 
cornmend this Bill to the se·rious con
sider;a.tJio·n of every me.mber of this 
IIouse· and ca..111 up·o,n every member 
to, give it a.nd his fellow-countryme·n 
a squar·e de,al. For the reasons out
lined I sha,11 give this Bill my strong
est support a.nd I ha.Ve" much pleasure 
in seco·nding the seco·nd re1ading. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-I would 
like to remind n1y friend that "tl1ese 
golden opportunities that are embed
ded in every .1nome11t," were · thl~re 
during the last fdlir ·or five years, and 
it strikes me as rather extra.ordinary 
that some pronouncement of this ki11cl 
was not coming forth during the four 
or five years that he has already been 
in this House. The same applies to 
lVIr. Brown's remarks. 

I think that every me.m ber on this 
side of the House is ·just as sym:.. 
pahetic with the lumber men a.s-· ·l\fr. 
Scammell or any other member ''oh tl1e 
()tl1er side of the House, and if you 
ca,n give us the idea tl1at ·this \Vill 
work out for the benefit" of the · who]e 
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Island and the lumbermen • 
Ill par-

ticula.r, we shall listen to you very 

sympathetically, but I do not think 

that the lumbering man, or the la

bouring man is going to derive any 

great benefit out of this scheme. As I 

nave stateu before in his House, there 

is one indusry i11 this country which 

pays sixteen ce11ts an hour for an

otl1er kind of labour. This is a very 
big question and one which we can
not jump into and accept at a 1110-
m ent's notice. 

My sympathies are much more -vvith 
tl1e lumbering man than with the em
ployer of labour, but at tl1e same 
time, we must consider the manufac
turer when we consider the lumber
man. I state and I have stated before 
tl1at the question of labour, whether 
in the woods or out of the woods is 
regulated absolutely by the question 
of supply and demand, and if we t~ re 
going to interfere with supply an cl 
demand, and attempt to regulate. 1a
bot1r, we m:;i,y find ourselves in a 
worse position than we ever were be
fore. 

I have heard men saying that, 
though we 11ave six tl1ousand i11en 

• 

"\:vorking at the Humber, we are no 
better off, because these men are not 
earning a decent wage, and because 
they are not earning a decent wage, 
the country is no better off. I claim 
tl1at tl1e country is better off; anrl I 
claim tl1at if the Gander Valley 
proposition goes on, and men are em
ployed a.t t11e san1e rate of wages as 
at the Humbe·r, the country will . be 
1 etter off still, because the more la
bour you en1ploy, the greater the 
cl1ances of the . labourers getting -~Jet

ter wages. 

I may say again tl1at my syn1pathies 
are entirely witl1 the labouring ma.n, 
bt1t at tl1e same time we have to con
sider the employer of labour. I would 
like to read this telegram: 

(Reads Telegram.) 

I am not saying anytl1ing about ·the 
truth of those statements, but these 
people 11ave an a.bsolute right to be 
heard before we put through any le
gislation of that kind. I would also like 
to read this letter received from Mr. 
H. D. Reid, this afternoon: 

(Re·ads Letter.) 

With respect to these letters I say 
I do not speak for the · truth of them, 
I do no say· that they may Iiot be a 
huge bluff on the part of the · em
ployers of labour, but I do say tl1is, 
they deserve the consideration of this 
House, and if we 'vere to advance· to 
tl1e second reading without giving 
tl1ose people an opportunity of put
ting their case before us, we would not 
be doing right. 

I suggest then that the matte.r be 
left over, and referre·d to a select 
committee for their consideratio11. · I 
would not be satisfied to have it pas
sed through under the present condi
tions. 

MR. HICKMAN-Mr. Speaker, I 
just want to say a few 'vords in te
f erence to this Bill now before the 
House. I do not know ve·ry much ab 1Jut 
the lumber business, but I feel .3ure 
that Mr. Brow11, in introducing this 
Bill, has introduced it for the best in
terests of his constituents, and the 
people of the North. All the informa
tio.n I have in regard to this, I have 
from the representatives ·of Twillin
gate, Fogo, and St . . Barbe Districts, 
and they all tell me that there is a 
strenuous kick from tl1e men v1l10 
11ave to go into the lumber woods and 
do their lumbering 011 sub-contract. 
This Bill does not prevent the A.N.D. 
Company or any other company man
ufacturing timber in · Newfoundland 
from giving out their contracts, ·bt1t 
it prevents the man wl10 .gets that 
contract from employing men, · and 
getting from tl1ese men a large profit, 
without the men who cut the logs 
being sufficiently paid for their work. 
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It strikes me that $1.50 a day is not 
very much to pay a man. If you in
clude with tl1at the cost of keeping 
the man, say eighty cents a day, that 
works out at $2.30 a day. It would not 
cost more than eighty cents a day to 
keep a man out in the lumber woods. 
Any man around St. John's has to get 
tl1ree dollars a day, which is prac
tically eighty-five dollars a month, 
wl1ereas the man in the lumber woods 
is to get only $45.00. I do noit see that 

· there is a.ny hardship in a contractor 
paying a man $45.00 a month and his 
grub. Certainly, if the business is · 
''rorth doing, it is worth pr."'·ing a man 
to do; and, as I said befor~, I believe 
that Mr. Brown is actuated by a C:e
sire to help tl1e people of the North. 
He understands what they suffer when 
they go to worl{ under these sub-con
tracts, and he 11as brought this Bill in 
with the sole object of trying to help 
them'. 

Tl1e letter which the Prime Minis-
. ter read from Mr. Reid suggests that 
a Bill of this kind would almo1st ma.ke 
tl1e projec·t wh1ich he is be,hind imp,os
sillle. Ca.pt. Winsor, the Hon. Mem
ber for Bonavista stated in the Ho,use 
or stated to, me, or in my hea.ring, 

, that he would not support that Bill 
at a11 unless the me,n who worked in 
connection with that were pa:id a liv
ing wa.ge, a.nd I do not know wheth
er he stated thirty ce·nts an hour as 
a living wage. I know he ma,de re
ference· to $2.50 a d.ay, as the lowest 
\Va,ge he would entertain. 

I11 Bills coming before th'is .Ho,use 
for any large corporation they should 
Ile compelled to pay to the peo,ple of 
tl1is country a decent wage, and whi1le 
J)erha,ps, it is not possib1le at the pres
ent moment to intro1duce a m1inimum 
wage Bill, still I am of the opinion 
tl1at it should be introduced, and th.e 
people, to whom 11e makes reifer·e~ce 

as paying the1r men only s'ixteen 
cents an hour, should not be allowed 
to do business. 

Now, we all know th.at the men 

who work on Bell Island and the1 men 
\vho, wor·k at the Humber for twenity
five cents an hour a,re• not able, to 
save sufficient money out 0 1f th.at 
a1nount to supp1ort their fa,milies. I 
lrr10-v1 abo·ut the men on Beil Island, 
because a gre·at many of the labouur
ers live in the district which I have 
tl1 e honour to represent, :and I know 
that a.fter getting paid, and having 
certain charges deducted, at 25 1h 
cents an hour they have. very little· 

. left for their famtl:ies, and the wive·s 
and children of a gre.at many men 
who were working on Bell Island 
cluring the pa.st two yea.rs had to get 
relief from the reliieving officer. 

, 

· I feel, Mr. Speake·r, that I shoul,J 
suppo,rt this B:ill, and I .. ;ould not sup
po·rt anything that would 'injt1re a.n v 
corporatoin, but I do not think that 
tl1is Bill can ' injjure them, providing 
as it does for the payrqent of $45.00 a· 
month to· the people, who· cut the wo,o<Cl. 
Tl1e contract would nc>t be · 1et 011t at 

any higl1er price if the n1en were pai(l 
$45.00 a montl1, or if tl1ey were paid 
as at pre.sent fo.r piece .,,vork. 

A man working in thn w·oods l1as to 
work pretty hard. He has to· get U1l 

at a very early ho,ur, artd wo·rk prae
t~cally from daylight to dark, and if 

he cannot be paid more tha.n $1 .. 50 ~i 

da.y, and board for tl1at., it would he 
bPtter for him not to 11e employed at . 
all. It 1s for tl1at . rea,,son that . I c,1n 
give my suppo,rt to1 tl1is Bill, unles,s. 
so·me otl1er members from the otl1er 
side po-int out to in.e ho'v it will injure 
the, workrn en. 

MR ASHBOURNE·-lYir. Speaker, I 
,,.~ ,~" to sunnort the motion made '):f 

' . 
Mr. Bro,wn. Mr. Bro,vn knows wl1at 
J1 e is talking about, ·b(~cause be has 
been rubbing sh.oulder to :sl1oulder 
with these people for years I kno•v 
that the con.senSlIS of C'p'5nion ' in tl1e 
No,rth is aga. 1nst this sub-contract 
system. 

Th.is year, owing to the failure i)f 

• 
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the _cod.fishery· and. the herring fishery, 
we . can:· see:: tl1at we are going to, be up 
against ·:a :serio:us "" state · of affairs, an(I 
men· .·will 11ave ·. to: go ··'.into the · woo·ds. 
The fishery is practically a failure · al .· 
roa.dy? a:nd ·? the .11err: ng · fishery · is one 
o·f ·:t11e ·· worst~ tl1at we · ·have- had . i111 

Green ~'.:Bay for 'Several v.ears. . 
• 

'." . ~ .. 
-· . 

Jro_r1nerly, o·wing to the low expen- . 
se~:'('' tb·~- :. :fls}1e_rqien w:ould 'earn eno·ugh 
in_,. two· -Or . t}1ree IUO·ntl1B . to .keep tl1eir 
fa~Jlies , .. ov_er th.e winter, and tl1e re
sult:· ~s :tll_at _ thes~ . me'n ~re de~endent 
11po·n · their · winter's · 'wo·r·k .to supply 
their families' wants. ·· Then the fact 
th·~it ; tl1.ese tilen· · ·a~·e nbt · o·rganized into 
unions is against thein ~·when · t . comes 
to::~getting : ,tl}e _full value out o.f tl1e 
su-b·;-eontract syst&m · to· cut lumber. 

: :~ 1 ~ ~; -, !; . <~ ;i .. :, .· ! - • - ' • 

·Fo·r "instance, · I un.d8!'stand that the 
A.N.D. Compa11y ,or a.ny· other · Com
pany'• c·an : m.ake .. a contract, and can 
let out tl1at · c.ontract to · ce·rtain indiv
iduals, . who sublet tl1pj:r contracts ta 

' . ' 

otq,er,s---,.the . fishern1en. Now, whe11 
tl1~y : are: .looking for 'vo·rk- to ltse' ;1, 

w,ell kno'\V.n s·aying, "half ·a loaf · is bet-
ter .:tllan : .none at all," and these men 
11av~ to take w.hat t11ey . are given 
prytty n1ucl1_; I think tl1at 've should 
see t11at tl1eir wages ·are loolred after, 
tl!~~ -. they . are not e·xploited, or made , . . . 

tl10 vjct 'm of this sub-contract sys-
tem. . .. 

. ' 

· I ·· kn-ow o·f jnstances- in wl1icl1 men 
ltave gone to 'vo-rk .and obtained sub
contracts, an(l have been told to go· i11 
tl1e ·· bush and start to cut. They hoped., 
at .· th~ end of the montl1, to have 't 

c':rt~in amount of mo·11ey, and to b~ 
able to come · out of tl1e· wo·ods, having 
a little ·extra ··· mone.y 1.fter paying f o·r 
'vl1atever their famil i,es ha.d while 
tl1ey were . in there·. The·y found, anrl 
tl1ey did n·ot know where the e-rror 
crept in, tl1at they were not maki!lg 
the money; the-y 11ad·. expected; 'vl1etl1-
er. t ·was because o·f a. mistake in the 
scal'ing, or in sq:rpe other wa.y, they 
ca·nnot . say .. At any rate, they feel tha,t 

they wou.:ld be much better ·off if thay 
11ad ·a montl1ly wage. 

I . think that these men _wl10· go· into 
tl1e.· woods and swing an a,xe all day to 
get ?is wo·od, deserve a definite mini 
mum wage. We have the minimum 
wage proposition · in the · Hu1n·ber, 
no doubt we sha11 · have it in the 
Gander, although Mr. Reid has writ
ten a. lette·r in refere.nce to th\ ·1s Bill. 
I tliink we should see· that something 
is done 11ere to protect the lu1nbering 
in an. 

I know of anotl1er instance, which I 
refer to in conne.ction with. thi.s maf
ter, wl1ere, owing to tSome unforseen 
circumstances the men did -not get 
p·aid for tl1e wood that they cut, and it 
seems that the wood was hypothe-
cated, or per·haps s·o·me uerson had · 
taken a chatt·~l mo·rtgage o·n it. At 
a.ny rate, I am told that a firm had 

~-

I et out the contract to another ma:i 
and. had given him certain supplies and 
11e had giv·en as security for the ad .. 
vance, this wo·od which wa·s being c11-. 
No·w, that was not hts _woo·d at al:l 11n
til 11e had paid the pe·ople who ha:l 
cut it. It a.p·pears that a.ltho·ugh tl1e 
law says so·, the men who are cuting 
the wood- not being legally schoolej 
- did not know that the:y had first 
claim on the 'VO·Od for payment; at 
any rate it seems that these men httd 
to leave the w-oo•d in the· hand's o.f the 
co·ntractor, and they are, at· the pre~
ent time, so far as I kno·w, 'vitl10·1!t 
tha·'.r money. Whether or not tl1ey 
will ever get it remains to· be s ee·n. 

I agree with tl1e Lea.der of tl1e 0Il
position when he says that, unless tl1e 
men are getting $1.50 a day, the jolJ 
can't be wo·rth very 1nuch to this 
country, and that there is so·mething 
radically wro·ng. 

I think the·n that the members of 
this H·ouse, on both ~ides, will give 
th' s matter due co·nsi<leratlon and see 
to it that something will be done t·1 
remedy it. 



162 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 'PROCEEDtNGS 

MR. HIBBS--Mr. Speaker, I rfse fo1r 
the purpose o,f supporting this Bill. 
I am conv'ince·d that l 'vo·uld. not · be 
doing my duty to the people who senl: 
me here if I did otherwise. Eve!ry 
Hono·rable member of this House 
kno,ws, that fo·r years past, complaint3 
hav·e been made against this in \quti
ous system t)f sub-letting logging 
co11tracts. If this wrong has exi:stc.:-d 
during the past years, and now th er ·~ 

is an attempt to· re·medy it, I do not 
see why the Honorable gentlemen on 
both s'ides of the Ho1use wo·trld no1t 

. ' 

give the" original contracts m·ay not 
be required to· pay m b·re und~r · tt1e 

. ' 

wages, provided in this Bill tha~1 they 
ha.ve been paying undt~r the system 

' '. 

complained of. · · · 
We all kno\¥ that · there are c~rt<tirt 

men who are given co11 trc.1cts. ~'e will 
. . . 

assume that they are paid fr1Jn1 s1x 
to seven dollars per . ~ord for pulp-
wo·o·d. These people the11 .sub-lPt 
tl1ose co·ntracts to the lumber11"!0Jt ~or. 

say, $2.50 o:r $3.00 p•Jr cord, a - tlie 
case may be. I am ilOt sure tl1at 
tl1ese are c.orrect price~ . .. I speak sub-

give: this Bill their entire endo·rsation. joct to correction. 
The obv.iously unfa ·;r c·o·nditions un- SULLI,.,AN I 1 t HON. MR. - ·- <.c no 
der which our people 11ave been labo·r- tliink tliat ·,s correct. 
ing in tl1e lumber wood.s have con1pel
led me to· fa.rm very strong opinic:>ns, 
and since eve1'y othe·r remedy to rem
edy this evil, has, app·arently failed, 
I feel that the time to intro·duce legis
lation with regard to this questior1 
has come and I think that if the Bill 
is not passed it will mean the con
tinuation of a great injustice · to this 
class of worker. 

During the last t'V() years rartictl
larly, I have been brought face to face 
with the grievances cf niy constitu
tents against the· sub-contra.ct sy,stem, 
under whicJ1 t]1fy hav·e had to wo~l{ as 
slaves, and barely exic.;t while engar~
ed at the work, and the result wn::: 
that I m_ade 11n 1ny .m:· nd thA.t tho, fir~t 

opportt1n·ity tl1at offered, I wot1ld do 
my utmo~t to wipP- OlJt hirs system. 
At the last F. P. lT. Convention it was 
suggested tJ1at a de·putatio·n be ap
po-inted to call on the A.N.D. Compan:r 
a.nd present to them the loggers' case. 
I t1nrlerstand this was done, but to no 
8Va.il. I cann,Jt bt1t rrgard this .sys
tem as intolerable to the m2,n who 
does the act11al prod1.Jcing. I think 
that a.ny syste1n that allows o·ne class 
of men to get rich at the expense of 
the toiler~ is not a f11st one, and it 
should not be permitted one day long-
er. 

" 

MR. HIBBS-Well, :-1ssuming they 
pay $3.00 and get $6.00. Ho'\ ever~ 
that is. tl1e pr·inciple t1po·n "\vht~i~ tl1e 
thing is worked out. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN-Unfortun
ately we do· not get so much. 

MR. HIBB8-I understand the Hon. 
gentleman undertakes some of those 
co·ntracts bimself. I l1ave heard that 
certain contractors i11 one year ha\:e 
cleaned up as much as ~even tl1ou<:,and 
dollar1s, while the .men \Vl10 ci<' tb1-) 

. actual cutting- of the logs cannL·t save 
ten dollars· a nlonth. . ' 

You cannot get men in the Nortl1 
to go cutting lt1mber on these st1h
contract basis to-day, '•nless th0y a.ro 
driven there lly hunge1~. I kno"· that 
fro·m actual experie.nc9 I have had 

· hundreds o·f men fro1n my a 18trirt, 
asking me to get therr1 pas:ses for tl1<) 
Humber; o.f co.urse I rli.d 1ny best, b11t. 
when I found out thtlt it was ·~rnpo"

sib!e to cope with the do.1na11rls. n1,r .. 
p·ractice was, to take the matter un 
w'ith Mr. Gillingham, the labor agent 
of the A.N.D. C·ompany, and 'rery o·f- · 
ten I secured p·ermission to ~encl 11.n 

fifty or a hundred me11 to· tl1e 1u1nller
ing camp1s. I fo·und it1 some casf'.,,,.q I 
could not get one individual to go 
there under the condit" ons the~,. 'vere 
compelled to work. ·r1~ese men will 
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te11 you it is just as \\'ell to stay at 
,. ' ' . 

11ome and starve as to· go out in the 
woods to slave and .starve. 
. ··Mr. Spe.ake·r, I ·· think it is time th·at 
··we should reco·gnize ·the broad e1co·
·,nomic · principle: that O·Ur . timber 
weal th c.an be, regarded as an ass·et 

· onJy· in so far as 1it can afford re
.· muner1ative. e1mployme.nt to the labo·r
:ers of this country. Wh.at is th.e good 
'of our ·entering into contra.cts with 
fo·reign · corp·ora~tio·ns if the labor:ers 
here, · the· people of Ne·wfoundland, 
who do the. actual wo·rk, do not . get a 
fair or ·· decent wage to· suport them
selves, and fam1ilies. Th·at is the 
que·stion we have· to deal with. 

There is another aspe·ct of this 
matte.r Which strikes one .as very 
peculiar. It is strange that it is only 

' in the actu·al cutting of the logs that 
th.e · labo·r·er cannot earn a living 
w.age? . To · m1a.ke myself clear on this 
point, · wh.ether it is · in the manu-

. facture of P·Ulp, o·r paper, or in the 
ere~tion of build1ings that the wood 
may be used, the peo·p1le engage.a in 

' ' ' 

.this e,nd of the indu.stry ge·neral:ly ·get, 
at least, from $2.50 :to $3.00 per day; 

. but the man who does the actual cut
. ting of the wood that goes into the 
manufacture of pulp· and p:aper, or the 
. . . . ' . ' 

.• ere•ction of buildings, he is the only 
··· .class of m.an th.at is not paid for his 
. lab.our. . I think the ho·nourable gen-

. . . . . . ' 

tlemen ,in tbis House will agree with me 
. '·· ! ' r • • '. ' 

that the men who, go· into the· lumber 
.: wood:s, arid swing an axe· fr·o·m morn
' ing' till ni'ght are performing the har·d
e·s·t end' O·f ! the· whole bUSiiness. It is 
'mo·re strenuous than any labor in co·n
nection with the whole industry, and 
there1fore, these· peoP.le ar·e entitled 
to . a .. living w.a.ge. 

. . ' ' 

I know th·at througho·ut the North 
there . have . b.een hundre1ds of men 
slaving in the lumhe1r woods during 
the last two ye·a.rs that were not able 
.;to support their famiilies. There have 
. been hundreds of wiv·es and children . 
waiting for .a pay day that never, 
never came.. .l state here, Sir, if we 

are going to use our timber wealth 
in that way, I do not .see much hope 
for N e:wfo·undland from that source . 

Mr. Speaker, with re·fere·nce to the 
Gander prop.o·siitio·n: the Minister of 
Marine .and Fisheries s1tated that he 
'vould not support the Gander proje·ct 
unless a living wa.ge was guarantee1d 
to the me·n. I have· sa,id, and I say 
now th.at I will hesita,te to support 
any deal, unless there is so·me pro
vision made whereby the labor1ing 
men of this country will be pr·otected. 
I rep,eat, Sir, that these timber lands 
are · o·nly assets in so · tar as they pro
vide · remunera:tive employment for 
the people of N ewfo·undland. The on
ly reason why any of this wood 
sl1ould be cut, is to afford our people 
a means of .I1iveliho·od. I do not know 
much about the A. N. D. Company busi
ness but I know enough to convince 

' me that those peo·ple ar,e a class who 
c.an well take care of themselves. We 
do· not have to lose, any sleep over 
that. 

It is th.e unfortunate toiler who 
cannot help himse,lt that this Assem
bly has to· take ca.re of. Every man 
"'1lo re·pre.se·nts a district fro.m which 
loggers come. must remember his duty 
in th1is respect. 

Mr. Speaker, it is h.alf p1ast six, and 
I do· not w:ant to de1lay th.is House any 
longer, but I have noticed with some 
regret that each time matte·rs ·Of this 
nature have been spoken of, the 
Prime Min1iste·r has referred to some 
firm that p.aid sixteen cents an hour 
for its labour. ·The Prime Minister is 
not without his pr·ejud1ices. That sen
time·nt, I fe.a.r, inspir·ed his remarks. 
It is1 plainly a refere·nce to tl1e Union 
Trading Company at Port Union. I 
do n·ot kno·w what :is happening at 
Port Union. I only want to say that 
conditions at Port Union are1 quite 
diffe.re·nt to the co·nditions in St. 
Joh·n's. The Leader of the Govern
me·nit p1ays mo·re tha·n sixtee·n cents 
an hour· for labour, because h.e can't 
help it. The conditions under which 
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he and othe1rs in St. John's operate 
are entirely different to those at Po·rt 
Union. The·re is a Union In St. John's 
which makes it co·mpulso·ry to pay 
more, but he· must not forget that the 
labo·ring man at Port Uniion e1njoy 
conveniences that do not come to 
the workingman of St. J ohn''s; and I 
do not see the relation that this mat
ter has to the question before the 
Chair. 

I would ap·peal to the Government 
to be just to the producer .and not to 
throw out this bill simply because it 
is intro·duced from the opposition side 

• 

of the House. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Spe1aker, I 
beg leave to move the adjournment 
of the debate on this · subject. 

Mr. Pudde·ster gave notice · of que.s- ·· 
ti on. 

' 

Tl1e· remaining Orders of tl1e Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House riseis it adjo·urn un
til to-morrow .afternoon at tl1ree of 
the clock. 

The House then adjourned acco·rd
ingly. 

. TUESDAY, ·July 29th, 1924. 

The House· met at thre·e of the 
clock in the afternoon·, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

HON. MR. BRADLEY:-Mr. Speak~ 
' 

er, I beg leave to present a petit·ion 
from the people of the District of 
Port de Grave fo·r the re-establish-. . 

ment, for the convenience of those 
fishing at Bolster's . Rock, Comfort 

' 

Bight .a.nd vicinity, of . the Marco·ni 
Station wl1ich through private influ
ence has been removed to Shoal Bay.' 
This station would be of in~stimable 
value to the people enga.ge·d in ~hi~ 

vicinity in getting rep·o·rts of the fish~ 
• 

ery further down the coast and in 
keeping in toucl1 with the move·ments 
of . the coastal bo.at through the sum~ 

' • ! 

mer so that the·y could make· proper 

. . 
arrangements to meet her when le.av-
ing the coast fo·r home. 

MR. LINEGAR:--;-1\{r. Speake·r, I b·eg 
leave to present a petition from the 
Boile1rm.aker.s' Union to a1ne·nd the 
Boile·r Inspector's Act so ·.as to pre- · 
ve·nt various objectionable matters 
wl1ich have arisen in connect·ion with : 
that trade. This petition is to provide 
aga.inst the further e·mployment of 
those who have not served their · ap- . 
prentice-sh:ip to qualify for the r·e
pairing or m.akin'g o·f boilers . . , I • 
might say, Sir, that Sir John Cros
bie and myself 11ad an interview w1ith 
the petitioners .so·me weeks ago when . 
they pointed out their . needs as out-
1ine'd in this petitio·n. I 11ope their 
plea w"ill · be· · given e·very conside·ra
tion as it is an important one and af
fects a cons1iderable number · of men. 
I beg that the petition be referre.d to 
the de.partment to which it relates . . 

MR. MOORE:-Mr. Speake·!' I b'eg · 
to heartily support the petition as at · 
present a. lot of mere tinkerers a.re 
engaged at boiler making, a condit1io11 . 
that should be brought to the notice · 
of the Boiler Inspector so that · ·the · 
grievance may be '·· reme1die·d. I know· 
that the member· for St. John's West 
is in close personal touch with, and 
is 1in terested in, the boilerm.akers, 

• 
m.any of whom are out o·f work while 
handy. men are filling their places. 

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE & 
FISHERIES:-Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
lay on the· table re·port of the Marine 
and Fisheries Dep·artment for 1923-24. 

NOTICE 01., QUEST1ION. 

It w.a.s ordered that questions l, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 12 stand deferred. 

MR HICKMAN asked Hon. the Col. 
• 

Secretary: (1) How many line re-
pairers are engaged · in repairing the 
telegraph line beitwee·n St. John's and 
Port aux Basques operated by the 
Railway; (2) The annual cost of such 
repairs and maint~·nance. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRE.TARY:~ 
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Nineteen repairers are being P.aid 
$13,988.00 per annum between ·St. 

· John's ;and Po·rt: aux Basques, in
clus,ive, and the cost of re·pairs o·ver 
the same seiction the p 1ast two years 

·has a.veraged $63,00o.oo~say .a total 
of $77 .000.00. 

MR. HICKMAN:-To ask Hon. the 
Colonial Se·cretary to· lay o·n the 
Table of the · House a statement show
ing the amo,unt of freight de,liveire.d 

• 

at points on the Railway between 
Deer Lake and Hutnbermouth inclu
sive since the 30th of June last and 

, take.n from the1 said points to 0th.er 
po in ts o·n the Rail way and the 
amount paid in connec·tion therewith. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The reply is in co·urse of p1repa.r:ation. 

MR. HICKMAN:-'-TO ask Hon. the 
Colonial Se·cretary whether any mon
e1y has been .spent upon or any goods 
suppl1ied of any kind· whatever to· the 
Railway since its operations w.as as
sumed by the Government which mon
ey or goo.ds has be·Pn charged to any 
account other than the R.ailway such 
as the Relief Acco·unt: and if so to I.a.y 
on the Table a copy of such account 
or accounts. 

HON. COLON'IAL SECRETARY:
The answer is . in co·urse of prepara
tion. 

MR. LITTLE asked the Minister of 
Marine and Fisherie1s for· a detailed 
statement of all moneys . expended up 
to the· p·re.se·nt time on Old Day·'s 
Pond, Bonavista. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF MARINE 
& FISHERIES:-! beg to table the 
following re1ply:-

Department of : .Mari11e a.nd Flsl1erle1s 
-Expe,ndlt11re. on Bonavista P'ond, 

1922-23. 

October 12th, 1922: . 
Hire, George Abbott . . . . $ 
Freight, U. T. Co. . . . . 

October 13th, 1922: 
Labour, M. E. Hawco .. 

5.00 
14.30 

313.50 

October 20th, 1922: 
· Girders, B.P., c·. 

bley . . . . . . . . 

October 23, 1922: 
Pumps, B.P., A. 

man . . . . . . . . 

October 30th, 1922: 

A. ·Hu-

• • • • • • 

E. Hick-
• • • • • • 

Fittings, etc., C. A. Hu-
bley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

October 31st, 1922: 
Hire Joseph l\'.louland • • • • 

November 1st, 1922: 
B.P. Pumps, Angel and 

I )' IPPY . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Expenses, M. E . Ha wco .. 

R. N. Co. on account .. 
November 13: 

F. U. T. Co., B.P. . . . . 

U. Elec. Co., B.P. . . . . . . 

November 14: 
Pay Bank N. S., M. E. 

Ha wco, Payroll 

November 15 : 
R. N. Co. fare .. 

November 18: 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

Hire Joseph l\i!ouland . . . . 

Labour, Elias Whiffen .... 
Labour, Richard Groves .. 

November 20 : 
Services, M. E. Ha wco .. 

November 28: 
B.P., U. T. Co. . . . . . . . . 

December 3: 
James Ryan . . . . . . . . . . 
B.P., W. H. House & Co ... 

December 10 : 
Payroll, M. E. Ha wco . . . . 
B.P., Sundry Cheques . . . . 

December 11: 
Expenses, i\1. E. Ha wco .. 

December llt11, 1922: 
J. T. Swyers . . . . . . . . 
J as. Ryan . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Jas. Hunt . . . . . . . . . . 
P. Templeman . . . . . . . . 

165 

276.40 

2.10.00 

320.03 

10.00 

50.67 

100.00 

4,000.00 

1,032.33 

822.43 

3,600.00 

6.65 

10.00 

20.00 
20.00 

250.00 

493.80 

127.38 
139.63 

11,607.86 
65.00 

100.00 

$23,599.98 

82.33 
10.50 
92.10 
36.29 

$212.22 
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B.P., Freight R. N. Co. . . 
B.P., Freight C. A. Hu-

bley . . . . . . . . . . . . 
B. P., Freight W. H. House 

& Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
B.P., Freight U. T. Co. . . 

December 26: 
Labour, H. Rolls . . . . . . 

December 27: 
B.P., U. T. Co. . . . . . . . . 

January 9: 
Acct. Paysheet, Bank N. S. 

January 10: 
Pump Hire, D. I. & S. Co., 

per C. A. Hubley . . . . 
R. N. Co., on account .. 
B.P ., Coastal Co. . . . . . . 

January 15: 
Timber, Bank N.S., Bona-

vista . . . ., . . . . . . . . . . 
January 21: 

R. N. Co., Passages . . . . 
Coastal Co., B.P. . . . . . . 
R. N. Co., B.P. . . . . . . . . 
B.P ., R. Joyce . . . . . . . . 

March 15: 
B.P., Coastal Co. . . . . . . . . 

November 8th, 1922: 
P. 'rempleman . . . . . . 
J as. Hunt . . . . . . . . . . 
J. T. Swyers . . . . . . 
R. Ryder . . . . . . . . . . 
W. H. House . . . . . . 
U. T. Co. . . . . . . . . . . 

•• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

•• 

• 

94.78 

155.00 

92.36 
406.73 

32.40 

12.85 

41.02 

209.10 
2,000.00 

55.50 

43.00 

19.10 
11.25 
11.25 
20.00 

46.01 

$31.319.55 

107.93 
48.00 

133.27 
27.00 

285.81 
136.35 

630.43 
Bank N.S. . . . . . . . . . . . 1,968.86 

December 12th: 
B.P., Board . . . . . . . . . . 

January 9th: 
B.P ., Susu . . . . . . . . . . . . 

March 15: 
B.P ., Coastal . . . . . . . . 

April 2: 
B.P ., Job's Stores . . . . . . 
B.P., Sticks, J . . T. Swyers 

April 5: 
J. T. Swyers, Land, etc .•. 

April 21: 
Bank N. S. . . . . . . . . . . 

1.60 

9.75 

2.44 

52.11 
576.00 

700.00 

May 10: 
U. T. Co. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Richard Hounsell . . . . . ., 
July 20: 

Governme.nt Engineer . . ~ 

August 3: 
B.P., F. U. T. Co. . . . . . .. 
B.P., F. U. T. Co. . . . . . . 
B.P., W. H. House & Co ... 

August 18: 
F. U. T. Co., B.P. . . . . . . 
F. U. T. Co., B.P. . • . . . . 

August 25: 
B.P., George Ricl1ards .. 

August 30: 
Mrs. Ryan, B.P. . . . . . . . .. 

September 14: 

' ' 

20.80 

27.00 

20:,.0~0.o.o 

3~.80 

363.80 
389.16 

68.90 
' I . 

37.30 

553~70 

20.0·0 

B.P., Ge.orge Richards .... 26.91 
October 15: 

George Richards, Sect. . . 3,000.00 

$60,5~}~04 

October 20, 1923: 
A. T. Hall, G.E ... • • • • • • 
U. T. Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

629.21 
190.00 
188.45 B.P., Job's Stores . . . . . . 

November 15: 
B.P., J~ T. Swyers & Co ... . 90.48 

December 7: 
N. Government Railway.. 6,203.73 

December 21: 
B.P., House ,'}, Co., F. G. 150.00 

January 2, 1924: 
Hire, Hy. l\tloulton . . . . . . 10.00 

May 1: 
Government Engineer . . . . 5,000.00 

$72,914 .. 91 

MR. LITTLE ASKE·D· Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary to lay on the Table 
of the House a copy of the petition 
signed by the· residents of Catalina 

'· 

asking that a Tax of 50 cents per ton 
be place.d on all co.al imported into 
Catalina for dc>mestic purposes to be 
paid to the Roacl Board towards the 
lighting of the Public Street at Cata-
lina. ' . ' ' . . ' . 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
-I beg to table tl1e following reply. 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY .. . PROCEEDINGS 167 

1.,o Hls Excellen.cy tJ1e Gove:rno·r in 
Council: 

WE, the undersigned petitioners of 
Catalina, in the Electoral District of 
Trinity, humbly pray that in accord
ance with the Act for Lighting Streets 
a tax of fifty cents per ton be collect
ed o.n all coal imP,orted into . Cata
lina, the said tax. to be instituted at 
the earliest possible convenience. 

John Hicks, 1.,homas Russell of Jas., 
Garland Clouter (X), W. T. Jeans, 
Joseph White, John Manuel, Wm. 
J. Gulla.ge, Abe Courage, Robert 
Courage, E. J. Norman~ Aubrey 
Gullage, Arthur Clouter, · Jer~
miah Lane, Albert Hicks, Wm. R. 
Pomeroy, Wm. J. Pomeroy, Ron
and White, Henry Clouter, Thomas 
King, Selby Gullage, Eli Collins, 
Ge·orge Gullage, Rupert King, 
James Joy, Peter Hiscock, Ed
ward Bishop, Francis Dia.mond, 
William J. White, Walter Hunt 
(X), Robe.rt Stagg (X), John 
Bursey (X), William Gullage, 
Charles Rowe, George Duffett, 
Joseph Bright, John Edwards, 
Robert Blundon, Bernard Mason, 
William Manuel, John Mason, 
Edward Mason, Joseph G. Manuel, 

· Bernard Mason, Moses Blundon, 
S1tewart l\tlanuel, James Kiel, Al
bert Duffett, Edwin . Gullage·, 
Henry Blundon, Frederick W. 
Gullage, Thomas Lane, James 
White, William White, Abel 
White, Joseph Sweet, Patrick 
Humphries, Albert Blundon, Wil
liam White, George S. Gullage, 
Sandy Sheppard, Frank Gullage, 
Chester Gullage, George Gullage 
of Geo., John Stickley, John 
Hunt, Hubert Sheppard, Frank 
Sweet, Victorious White, J. Kean, 
Ensign S.A.; Theophilus King, 
Caleb King, Archibald Clouter, 

· Frederick H. Gullage, George 
Stevenson, Stephen Gulla.ge. 

MR.. HALFY ARD asked the Minis
ter of Public Works to . name the 

party or parties who recomme.nded 
Mr. A. Brown to spend the local and 
main line grants of Blaketown. State 

• 

reasons . why the duly elected Road 
Board is not allowed to spe.nd such 
moneys. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:
ln replying to Mr. Halfyard I ma,y 
say that the person was recommend
ed to me by Mr. Mitchell and some 
others as being a suitable person to 
spend money in connection with the 
ma.in line grants. The department 
reserves the right, as I said on a pre·
vious occasion in replying to a. ques- · -
tion asked by Mr. Hibbs, to name any 
party they think suitable to spend the 
local grants in so far as the· Govern
ment does not recognise the· Road 
Boards elected throughout this coun
try on Feg. 11th. 

MR. GRIMES:-! beg leave to ask 
the Minister of Public Works why the 
Government does not re.cognise· the 
Road Boards that were elected Feb. 
la.st. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:
In re.ply to ~Ir. Grimes I may say that 
the Government considered the Road 
Boards were elected illegally. 

Second reading of Bill entitled "An 
Act to amend Cha.pter 216 of the Con
solidated Statutes entitled 'Of the E.m
ployment of men engaged in Log
ging.' " 

MR. HALFYARD-In rising to sup
port the s.e.cond reaclin g of the Act 
respecting th.e empll1yment ·Of men 
Engaged in Lo·gging, i~ is not iny in
te·ntion to take up much time of the 
Ho·use, and the members o.f this H.ouse 
especially those who· sp·oke ·On the 
Op·po·s: tion side at tl1e last ~es.sion, 

ha.nd,led the subject in ~o ·conv'incing 
a. manne~r that no do·ltt·t extencied re
marks in favo·r o·f the Bill T~'T \.>uld be 
altogether unnecessary. Both sides 
have made up their minds anJ can
not do anything but c:;upp.ort ~tis Bil! 
T·hat, we , trust, is the· feeling that O·b-
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.ta.ins a.s a re.sult of yesterday's .iebate. 
The questio·n of a 1ninimurr.. "rage 
s·ho1uld receive our ser .ous thought. 

Last year I had the op,portunity t(> 
,hear the o·p1inio·n1S -of a. _grer..t ·· many 
men who we.re, e·xper·ienced in logging 
o·pera.tions, and I was not s11rprised. 

·to hear that 90 per cent; of the cases 
were o·pp-osed to the present r.~rstem . 

Some, I :pa.ve no1 doubt, make a ver JT 

good wage O·n the contract system, b11t 
still those are. fe,w corr1pared v:ith the 
maj.ojrity. Numbe.rs ~ngaged in thic.; 
work said they would favor 111onthl)· 
wages, although p.ersr~nal;ly, it may 
no1t be a.ny ga.in to thAm. I speak no-w 
01f lo·ggers a.nd lumbermen 'vl10·, no 
doubt, can earn a good day's ~ages 
on the contract system. 
· · The returns · of operating under · the 
co·ntract system is altogether 11 nsatis-

. factory. And if this House can do 
anything to, remedy th~'. situation it 
should take the first c1pportr~n.ity t•l 
do so. 

The Government will be up. against 
a most serio.i1s pro·p.osition to find re· 
mune·rative employmen~ for the fish
e.rmen and lab.or·ers o·l! this ~ountry 

next Fall and Winter. The ~11pp,ly 

w. 111 be greater than tl1e demand and. 
the directo1rate of co·rpo·rations and 
capita;lists are· only humar1. They are 
made up of individuals anll their chief 
object fr.om a business point O·f vie'v 
will be to try to make dividends and 

· p·ro,fits for the d'ire.ctors and share
holde.rs. · 

It is only natural for any corp.or:· 
• 

at"ion to take a.dvantage of the labo·r 
situation. And . they ·certainly hav(l 
shown ; .to this House that they · prefer 
the sub-contract systen1, the·refore it 

· m·ust be of advantage tu them. · They 
) must think that they get a greater· re-
turn for the mo·ney that they I•ay for 

· labor. Having kno·wledge of condit
ions· that obtain thro·ug11 Mr. Brow11 
for Twillingate District, who has been 
:·:n close conta.ct with tl1e co·nditio·ns 
for a number o·f years , also havin;:; 

ma.ny · reports . of me.n · enga:ge·d in log
ging, I feel that I wo1Jltl not be pe.r
formiµg ,my d,uty;: to Jny constitlient3 
o,r to the labore~~ of · tl1is country if 
I were not to· support ·. t.h'is. IU,'e·asure, 
because as sure as we are her:e, ·hun
dreds 0 1f men, if the old systcn1 . ob
tain, will receive . passes to go . to . the 
lumber woo,ds. Hundre<ls of others 
will succeed in getting . credit for suy
plies advanced to keep . their . families 
while they are away. Ther:e·. vvill b2 
hundr·eds of cas.es .wl1ere :the men 
wo1n't have enoug_h to .pay their fares . . ,) . 

in and out, a11d th~·Y wo1l't ha.Ve: a cent 
left to pay the mercha~.i.t or party who 
advance~ . supplie~ , to lree,p t:he!r fam
ilies alive. I know what I . am ·: speak
ing about in this r·espect. Th~ Gov
ernment, during the last year , ~lr two, 

. have pa. d a,way hundrerls l'f dollars to 
men who have ·been in , the 1umber 

' ' ' ,· 

woo1ds and wer·e not HlJle . tp make 
enough mo1ney t.01 p.ay tl1eir f f)assaga 
back. These men wer~· not exper'ien·
ced loggers, , but it i1s ·· 011ly poverty and 
actual starvat~on that .force_d tl!em to 
go out the!re, and it . 'voul<l have been 

. a much greater saving to rhe· Qo,vern
ment if they ha.d advanced money to 

. keep these men at their ll<)mes. These 
are the co·nditi·ons that you a.re going 
to be up aga'inst dur111~~ the , earning 
winter. And if you ean .. nsti~ute an 
Act which w1ill give Io.ggers ; $45 a 
month and . fo·und, the Ct)mpa11)·· will 
be able to weed ·o·ut the ~11en ; that are 
not g·oo·d fo·r that· kind ,Jf work. 

These are the c·onditior s · tl1at we 
. .. 

have been up against for the last two 
or thr·ee years, and · Jt 'is · re.grettable 
that we have to antic'.iP·ate similar 
conditfoi;is during the next winter un
less the fishery improves and one can 
earn eno·ugh at the fishery to pro1vide 

' ' 

for self and family. Even ri-ow we 
. are getting messages from Blanc 
Sablo1n, Labrad·or, asking fo·r . a pass 
to go to the Humber, as the fisher·y 
is a blank. 1- have received · mess.ages 
from New Waterford, N.S., from a 

• 



.··: man saying .. that he cannot e.a.rn 
· .en·o·ugh to p·a.y his board and ask'ing 
. fo·r .work at the Humbe:r. These men 
belong to .. T'r:inity Distr· iCt, who hap
pen . to ·be ·in No·rth Sydney. It haa 

1been said· that to get a min'imum wa.ge· 
:on . the statute.s .. may i1nterfere with the 

·· introduction of new industries. This 
· especially · refers .. to the Gander Pro
. ject. · -I nia.inta:in, ·Mr. ·Speaker, that 
·if any comp1any, corp·orat·!on o·r busi
·ness . ca .. nnot afford to·. pay the man 
· Who produces the ·raw article upon -
whiich the who:le, manufacturing busi-
ness depends, ·$45 and found, it would 

·be much better fo·r us to have no in-
dustry at all If the Humber industry 
·or · the A.N.D. C·ompany cannot p·ay 
the man who· cuts the woo·d, and we 
must get back to him, $45 a. month and 
found, ·it is better for that man to, go 
to som·e. sunny clime and live in his 

· b'irthday clothes, and exist on the 
fruit ·nature prov :des. The o·nly ob
je·ctio·n I would have to the· Bill and 

· the trouble w<ith the corporation is 
"that as so1on a1s yo·U make .. a. minimu1n 
wa.ge, cap·itali1sts take advanta.ge and 

. try to make it a ma.xim um wage. $45 
. . 

is to·o small, and why any c·orp1oratio·11 
would object to pay $45 a month and 
found I do not kno1w. Certainily no 
one can expect that a.nyone with a 

· fai:nily dependent on h:im to ex -1st on 
$45 a month and bo.ard. Certainly he 
·must supply himself with · clothes and 
tho·se dependent on h,im. But it is bet
.ter than othing. There is also the 
transportation expenses. 

" 

They swe·at and work .. a.nd swear 
. and that is all the satisfaction they 
. get. 

'The p·rosp.erity of a country does 
. not· alto·gether depend upon the· large 
buildings or the extensiv·e· bus,·1ness 
prem:ises. That is all v·ery nice, but 
the man who · lives . in the cottage, he 
can adm'ire the pri:ncely re.s,idence o·f 

. those who make money in a different 
way. We cannot wonder ·at the state 
of d1isco·ntent, and the revolutio·nary 
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spirit in many O·f those who .. cannot 
eke out an existence. I feel quite 
sure. that this .Ho·use ,because there . 
is not much diffe.rence in th.e House 
a.s a house·· whether we sit on the 
r;ight or· the left of th.e: Spe·aker. We 
as a house are responsible for any act 
Of O·Urs dea1ing With th.e living con
ditions o·f the people of this country. 
A'nd I do hope that some·thin·g will be 
do.ne to help those who have to eke 

·out .an ex1isfence. by going to the lum
ber woods. This bill should not be 
thrown aside without the most seri
ous consideration. We should not dis
miss this Bill and say that it is im
practicable. 

I feel quite sure that all the me·m
bers of this House whether Govern
ment or Opp·osition are int~rested in 
the workers o·f th.is c.ountry. Why 

· should we1 not be interested? · Not be
cause S·ome of us h.a.ppen to be get
ting .a liv·elihood in a different way. · 
There should be a spir1it of coo·pera
tion. Somebody had to introduce this 
bill and Mr. Brown, the· me.mber for 
Twillingate in the, opinio·n ·of th-is 
side, w.a.s the· best man to do· so as 

. ' 
he h.·as a. know:Iedge of conditions . in 

. the lumber woo·ds as good if not bet
ter than anyone else 1in the House. 
And it should not be looked upon as 
a party measure. . It· is too important 

· a question simply to be regard.ed as 
a party me1asure, and because it was 
introduce1d by a member of the op
position, therefor·e it must be turn
ed down. 

Perhaps the questio·n may be asked 
why it was not do·ne last year or the 
year before~ Anybody co·uld a.sk th.at 
que:stion. It can be· asked of every 
new act p·ut on the statutes. It must 
be brought to the attention of the 
Ho.use. at some time, and if the Gov
ernment has nao not time to con
sider the que1stion we can a.ppreciate 
th.at th.e-ir term of office h·as been so 
short, and that they have bee·n going 
about so. many reforms that we must 

. give them sufficient · time to consider 
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the question from all angles befo,re . 

comm.itting themselves. 1to a.ny new 

legislation. I trust that th-is bill will 
! 

be receive·d in this spirit, and that it 
will be the desire of this House to 
P·Ut this Bill into effect. We, on this 
side of the House, would support it:s 
secon·d reading. We would support 
the adoption of this bill, and if the 
Government cannot see its way cle1ar 
to. do thiat at this sitting I do trust 
that it will show by its action that it 
is interested in doing somet:h'ing in 
the cause, and that it will be placed 
on the· st~.tut.es at the earliest pos
sible date. 

HON. T·HE MINISTER OF . JUS
TICE :-Mr. Speaker, I do not mean 
to delay the deb.ate· o·n this bill but 
th·e motion which I pr·O·p·ose to sug·
gest come·s iin a sense from ·the Op
position itself, pa.rticular'ly from the 
closing remarks o.f the previous 
sp.eake1r, Mr. H,alfyard. In the, first 
place., I do· not think t.hat anyone, for 
a . moment questio·ns the motives for 
this bill. It em1inates fro·m a. tho.ro·ugh 
association with the industry to which 
it refers and a keen and earnest de
sire to impro,ve the conditio·ns of 
those engaged in lo.gging. I do not 
propose to be critical, but rather to 
take· the· bill as it stands because it 
ap.pears to give justification fo.r the 
motion which I wish to make. · No·w, 
as I .stated this motion co·mes in pa.rt 
from the Hon~ Member for Trinity and 
partly from the introducer himself. 
Th-is matter raises a novel p·osition 
in . this country. It raise·s a positio·n 
which i.s so serious that I feel sure 
that·, when the honourable gentlemen 
opposite come to consider that the 
responsib;ility for the, resu1ts of the 
bill will rest 0 1n the· shoulders of the 
present members o·f th.e Government 
which .. will be cr·e·dited w'i·th th.e un
dertaking of the me.asure, they will 
appreciate, a proposal o.f this ch.ar.act
er·. I do ·, n·ot dispute the rights of 
loggers or of wo,rkers in any other 

industry of trying ·to get the best 
possible results . they can from their 

. ' 

. work, but th.e ramifications ar·e so . . 

great th.at one needs to. consider very 
carefully the p.o·sition wi·th re·g·ard . to 

. . 

the results. If th-is bill were . p;aS$ed. 
it is possible that the . same action 
might have to be taken with reg:ard 
to every other kind of in.dustry·. A . . . 
positio·n arises iimmediately which is. 

' . . 

full of such vast pos.sibi1itie·s and 
' . . 

capable of sp·reading to · .such a.n ex-
tent th.at it would be highly . imprope·r 
to· haphazardly pass th'e prop.osals. 
The Hon. member who :introduced 
this bill declared in · ;the sp.eech in 

' . ' 

which he made in intro,duction that 
he· co·uld hardly ex:pe·ct the Govern
ment to come to a decision on this 
mat:te·r W'ith but twenty-four hours 
notice.. I appreciate this fully · and I 
am aware that they them.selves real
ise that it is not a matter which can 
be a.pproached and de·cided upon in 
an .afternoo,n. In this then, we 
know, as the Prime Minister said, 
th~t the honourable members o·p
posite are in sympathy wi·th us. It 
is no trouble· for a man to get up and 
do· a lot of talk and .sh.o,ot off' .a lot of 
stuff from the· top of a soap box but 
he will not have· one half o.f the ef
fect of a m·an who does something. 
I d·o not for· one minute say that I 
am not in sympathy with it. Every
body· symp.athises with the man who 
toils 0 1f neces.sity. But I th.ink that 
if ·we were to embark on some· p·ro
posal haphazardly in an endeavou.r to 
reme;dy their· troubles we might: start 
something which wo·uld end most un
fo,rtunately. ln reference, to· Bell Is
land, I s.ay th.at no one in N:e,wfo,und
land kno·w.s . the co·ndition O·f things 
there. The Prime Ministe·r himself, 
the other day, here in the House stat
ed that matter·s we·r·e· such in this 
country that it was almost impossible 
for a.ny man to di.scuss them with any 
degree of .a.ccuracy. We are up 
against conditions. A load of O·re 
can be brought from Japan to Cape 
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Britan as cheap as fro·m here. The 
' 

only practical course open is to h.ave 
' 

an investigation that w1ill enable the 
Government to . find out what is the .. . ' 

position of the Comp·anies. Take· the 
case of the Bell Island Companies. 
There was a.n act passed he.re in this 
House at their own request and they 
demanded. that· a certaiin export tax 
be paid by the·m on ore. They refus
ed to allow the amo·unt to be lessen
ed. in any way. 

They would not ltsten to p.ropo.sals 
of having the duties O·n a sliding 
scale because we tho·ught that :t 
might be easier fo·r them. But there 
has· never been · a dollar co1llecte:d of 
this duty which was then placed o·n 
the o·re Yea.r after year they clo·sed 
down the mines and in o·r·de:r to have 
them re-opened the Government ·had 
to make c·oncessions. And the sad 
part of it is that there i~s no· man in 
Newfoundla.nd who is able to· say 
whether tho·se shuttings down were 
justiJied or not. There are. seventeen 
or . eighteen hundred men o·ver there 
working, as th€t Leader of the Oppos-.. 

ittion sa· :d, f.or a terribly po·o·r wage, 
loading their te·n trucks a day for a 
miserable two dollars and fifty cents, 
ancl that is the hardest kind of work. 
It is easy for a ma11 to stand up on 
a soap box and tell those men that 
they are the whole· th'ing, but what if 
the Compa.ny closes down the m.ines? 
The men are o·ut 0 1f work and their 
familie.s. and themselve:s are soo·n hun
gry. We· would readily introduce 
some Act if po.ssible to try to render 
their conditions ·better. The same 
thing applies to the logging industry. 
I have no do·ubt that there ts a rea
son why p·eo:ple· sho1uld wish to· see 
some change. But legislation .in this 
respect is most dangerous to a p
p roach. It is outside capital that we 
need. Outside ca.pita! is our only hope. 
We have got to remember this is 
e-verything. I have stated this re
peatedly. 'Ve have no capital for de-

velopment · on a large scale. If then 
we want capital to come to this coun
try we have got to give concessions or 
they are going to some other big 
country like · Canada where there are 
such vast possibilities fo.r the Capi
talists. "\Ve must remember this and 
not advertise 'vhat might look like 
unfavour.able labour conditions. We 
do not want to send out unfavoura.ble 
reports of conditions here·. Conditions 
with regard to loggers may not be 
ideal, but Mr. Speaker. and honour
a.ble members on both sides of the 
House, when we undertake to scale 
labour we embark on something which 
vrill ·have far rea.ching results. What 
would you think if 've went to Grand 
Falls and told the company that . it 
had to pay all its men a certain wage. 

' ' 

Suppose we went to the Wate.r Street 
man and. told him how he should em
ploy his labour. Organizations of men 
can do that. A body of men il!. a cer
tain line of work can talk that way. 
They have to decide their own des
tinies. But a Government cannot tell 
a man how he should run his own . ' 

bt1siness. Suppose you tell a man 
how he inust sl1ip his men f9r the 
fishe.ry. Whether he must do it by the 
hour or the day or by the voyage. A 
thing like that would have far reach
ing consequences. I do not say that it 
is impossible, but I do say here before 
this House that the man who passes 
legislation of this kind has got to be 
prepared for what follows. Loggers 
are not the only people in this coun
try who a.re in ne.ed of reforms. . The 
conditions which apply to loggers ap
ply just as forcibly in many other 
cases. If we pass this bill men in 
other forms of work will say that 
since you have done this for the Log
gers you can do the same . for us. 
Even this was mentioned in the re
marks of the honourable gentlemen 
opposite themselves. They can ap
preciate the position. There are five 
hundred men on strike at Corner 
Brook. ·what the extent of the strike 
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.is 've do not know. It relates to the 
very thing we are discussing now. It is 
a. questio11 of wages. The mines have 
closed down at Aquathuna. With the 
condition at Bell Island an,cl. the pros
.pects of a short fishery before us, we . . . 

_ are fa.cing a period of uncertainty 
. through ''rl1ich we I1a,ve . to go with 

·' ' ~ . . ' 

very great care. 

I don't mean to oppose this bill. I 
do not mean to· vote ·against the . sec
ond reading. But I make the motion, 

··as honourable members will u.nder
stand, not .that the bill may be thrown 
out without ·, the chance of discussion, 

· but rather that it may receive the 
careful consideration which it merits. 
You cannot decide this· thing at forty

. eight hours' notice. What we want to 
do is to obtain correct facts in rela-. 
ti on to the case. So far we have . only 
a party statement. A statement from 

· some men to a certain extent. We 
want also the answer from the peo
ple on · tl1e other side. This will have 
to be obtained before the matter can 

·receive intelligent consideration. T'he 
motion which I make then, Mr. Speak
er, is tl1at a committee be appointel 
to report on this matter. The com
mittee is to · take evidence and submit 
its report to the next session of the 
Legislature. I may say · again that this 
motion is made not that the bill be 
shelved, but that we obtain informa
tion on which we ca11 consider .. the 
matter properly. 

MR. BROWN-Mr" Spe1aker I under
stand .that the committee would be . . 

' 
.. commissioned to, take· evidence while 

the House is o.ut of session. I know 
that the time· is. rather short to carry 
through this kind o,f thing. and I was 
going to, a.sk the1 Prime Minister th.at 
the commission to. be1 a.p·pointed to 
takei evidence, should ha,ve the autho-

i . 

rity to·. ask- the necessary information . ' 

. from the companies and also to take 
the ·evidence of the . men them.selv_es, 
who .are· e·ng.aged -in the logging in
,dustry. All this I presume would be 

done while the House is out of ses
sion a.nd the rep·ort wo,uld be given to 
the House at the next se:ssion. It will 
take time to · get info,rmation from the 
companies and· the men 'inv·olved. Be.
sides taking time· the·re · will be need 
of a goo·d many men to do the work. 
Those commissioned to get · inform.a
tion from the A. N. D. Co., will . have 
someth'ing to· do. I think that infor
mation is nece.ss.ary fro·m men engag
ed in lo·gging in other districts. ·· Th.at 
will also take· time. So, · Mr. Speaker, 
I am. asking the Pr'ime Minister to 
give, this his full consideration an.d 

.·before I take my s~at I would like to 
ask tbe Minister of Justice· who· was 

· the pol,itician \vho was talking as he 
. sugge·sted over on Bell Island . 

HON. THE MINISTER... OF JUS
TICE :-Oh, nobody, I just said that it 
was easy enough for a man to ·do 
that. 

HON. MR. SUL·LIVAN-Mr. Spea.ker 
I rise to second the motion of the 
Ministe,r of Justice· for the ap.p·o·int
ment of a committee to go into the 
case of the men eng.aged 'in logging. 
I w.ant to, tell the gentlemen on the 
other side, o·f the H0use that the Gov
ernment h.as every inte·rest in the wel
far·e of the me1n enga.ged in logging 
and th.at we are only· too gla.d whe1n .. 
we see them get every cent they can 
out of the co·mp·anie·s and co,rpora
tions. We h.ave to consider every
thing concerning the ·interests of this 

I 

country and we h&Ve· first to ass.ure 
ourselves that we are doing the co,r
rect thing for the· industry of the 
country by· intr·oducing legislation 
such as is co,nta'ine·d in this bill. Again 
I am not sure that if this very · bill 
were passed that it ·would not de
feat the pur·pose which the introducer 
'intended. He1re in the first place. 

Reads extract from the Bill. · 

Forty-five dollars a month! As 
. 

honourable members can rea.dily see 
it is not a very large mo.nthly sala.ry 

. provided that the, men who are re-
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ceiving it are competent loggers. 
Again _this bill· fixes a m'inimum wage. 
If · this is done , immediately the com-. . . 

pany or corporation may m.ake -it a 
maximum wage . and , it will be a long 
time1 befo·re there .\\·ill be an increase 
granted . . Saine yea.rs .ago a minimum 
wage was fixed at one dollar and .fifty 
cents and it was seven years before 

. . . 

an increase was g·ranted. . Now it 
seems to me tl1at this 'is a inost ob-, 

jectiona.ble bill in son1e ways, be-
cause after al:l, it shows discrimin.a
tion for· a particular industry. We. 
have just as much right to go down 
to the· merchant _on Water Street and 
tell ; him that he niust pay his cle·rks_ 

' 1' •• • 

so much and found. Nobody would 
drea.m of going down to .a merchant 
who was fitting out men for the fish
ery and . infor111 11im tl1at he must pay 
every man fro·m forty-five to fifty or . 
sixty do1la~s per nionth and found. If 
th'is bill went tl1rough as it is similar 
legislation could . be introdu.ce·d to 
deal with ev·ery industry~ This is 
wl1at this bi.11 wants to do. You 
would have a right . to go to the Im
perial Tot acco · ·ca., to the Co-opera- · 
tive · Cooperage Co., or the Horwood 
Lumber· Co. and sa~r to· the,m that 
they shall pay so much to each labo·ur
ing man and · found. · The same1 thing 
applies to the · wages" of logger.s. If 
vou prom.ise them a guar.anteed mini-. . 

rrium wage· you must do. the same to · 
ev~rybod·y . eise in the labouring 
tr~d~·s. If tl1e men · in · tl1e Lumber 
Woods get a min'imum wage the fish
erme'n ' and . labourer thro·ughout the 
country have a · right . to Similar con
sider.ation. · ·Clause o·ne stipulates 
that· rio person 'can give a co·ntract. 
It is n;ot rigl1t to i1ite·rfere with. the 
way , a man o·r COr!)·Ora.tion wants to 
rt1n his or its business. Contracts 
are · given in Scandinavian countries 
and Canada, and I cannot see wl1y we 
sl1ould not 11ave tliem g'iven in our 
own I umber woods. · 

. Reads extracts from the Bill. 
Th.at is · noit wh.at · is : called Br'itish 

fair play. Ma11y men In the· country 
will earn more than forty-five dollars · 
a month and found. The man fronf '· 
Trinity and othe1r distr'icts who, goes · 
to the lumber WO·O·ds will make more 
than t.ha.t. 

' . 

Mr. Bro·wn interrupts. · · · 
Mr. Speaker, I did not interrupt Mr. · 

Brown and I . think that it · is hardly: 
rigl1t for h:im to do so, and ~ would · 
like him to . be courteous enough - to ; 
allow· me to· continue. . , .. 

Reads. extract from Bill. · .. 
This penalty of twe111ty-five dollars · .. 

a co·rd is- too mucl1. I certainly object .· 
to that. I see in clause three,. that it ·. 
is prop·osed that tl1e \Vages of loggers .. 
shall not be attached except at t?e 
order of the Su,preme Court o·r Sti
pendiary Magistrate. I agree wit~ . 
th.at. I go further than that ~nd say 
that I would like to see the wages ·of 
all labo·urers not attachable. Number 
four cla.use provides that tl1is ~- shall . 
not apply to saw mills operating . on 
cr·own lands. . This is p•eiculiar. Tl1e 
inills operating on crown larids have 
to pay but . few taxes and it see1ms to . 
me that if ' it were to a.pply to others 
tnat it might also apply to th'em. · 
However it seems to me that this 

' -· . measure is entirely · unnecess.a.ry even · 
if. it were· acceptable 'in otl1er respects ·. 
because of tl1e· conditions which I ·· 
think will soon prevail. I have · ev'e·rY 
hope, and I have reason to hope, tl1at 
logger·s are go·ing to come· into their. 
owri at last. Why? · I \\Till tell you; · 
The A. N. D. Co. h.as been in business · 
f'or a consider·able numbe·r of years 
no·w and for a long time the1Y ·have 
been employing a lar·ge · Iium ber of 
men in ·logging operations. ··· By this
means men are learning to log effi. ~ ·. 
ciently. The Co·mpany h.as tl1e inte1n
tion of increasing tl1e outp·ut · and are 
employing . an increa.singly large num~ 
ber of mei1 · e·v·ery year~·~ Next ' winter 
they will want twenty five h.undred 
inen in the lumbe·r woods. The Arm- · 
strong Whitworth W'ill want three 
thousand o·r more. The · Gander Val-
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lley will w,ant two thousand out the·re. 
So what I am beginning to wonder is 
where the, men are going, to co·me 
from. 

Any man of common sense knows 
tl1at you cannot get the wo1od unless 
you get the men to cut it T·he matte·r 
is entirely in the hands o·f the men of 
this country a.nd it is not, no,r should 
it be expected o.f this House to· p·a.ss 
discr:iminate legislation wh1 'Ch is so 
unjust and unfair. I re·member when 
I went there first that the: men who 
\Vorked logging o·n the Gander got 
only $8 and board per month, and even 
at that figure were not paid in cash. 
But that s·ort of thing is do-ne away 
with now. In this country men we·re, 
p·aid during the war $60 per mo.nth 
a.nd found, and in ;So·me cases were 
paid mo·re th.an that, and I bel1ie·ve 
that · the time · :s coming whe·n that will 
happ·en a.gain, because, as I have sa.id 
before, supply and demand wf;ll put 
up the rate o·f pay. The demand for 
logge-rs next w:fnter· is going to, be 
greater than the supply. Well, if that 
is so, the question of wages is going 
to right itself. 

I have before me fi.gures and I be
lieve that the Ho1uourable c ·olonial 
Secretary has tl1em ,too, which g'.W·es 
tl1e ave.rage earnings paid to· 1ogge:rs 
by the Ce·ntral Forest C·o·mpa.ny for 
the years 1922 and 1923, that is, · tak
j11g into account all men who· stayed 
1'.en days, twenty days, thirty days _.and 
llP to, the men who sta.yed n:fnety days. 
T11e aver·ag.e monthly wages paid to 
t.he .n1en wl10 remained under tl1irty 
days was at the rate o·f $38. 7 4 and 
board. The men who w·orked o·ver 
thirty da.ys averaged $40.30 and fol1nd 
per m·onth. Figures were· arri,·ed at · 
in the same wa.y for the 'ilo·ggers who 
worked with the Company in 1923 
and 1924 show· :ng the total amount 
of men an·d the1 a.mo·unt each m:an got. 
Th·e average · net earnings, taking into 
account the· good and the ba.d, ·was 
$45.24 and fo·und p_er month, and tak-

ing i.nto consideration men who .stay

ed fr·om ten up to 90 days; also· the 

men who stayed o·n the job o,ver 30 
days average·d monthly $46.28 and 
fo·und, and th.ere were· some· first class 
men who W·O·rked ther·e who clea.ned 
up $60 a mo-nth and board. It · is not 
a marve.Ilo·us salary, it is true, but it 
is conv.incing proo.f that if this Bill 
went through th s Ho·use as it is no·w 
it might de.feat the· very object for 
which it was intended. A copy o·f the 
"Canadian L.u1nber Mill''' 11as just 

. . 

been handed me and it deals interest-
ingly with the wa.ges of loggers in 
that Do·min.fon. (Re:ads fro·tn Maga
zine.) You will, therefore, see that 
·the wage's pa.id loggers ··n Canada is 
lo·w to-day; but I do n·ot say that we . . 

can get down to that basis here, be
cause I feel quite sure th·at thi1s thlng 
is go,ing to take care of itse·lf in New·-

• 

foundland in the near future. If, Mr. 
Speaker, a Bill o.f this nature is pass
ed in this House, we may be called 
upo·n to pass Bills dealing w· :th every 
jndustry in this country. Otherwi:se 
've wou1d not be playing the ga.me. 
I agree with the remarks o·f the Hon
ourable Minister of Justice and . I 
J1a.ve very much pleasure in sup·port
ing his motion and I ask that this 
mater be re,ferred to· a Sele,ct Com
m.ttee to be dealt w Ith. I am sorry 
the Hon.o·urable Member for Fogo is 
not present this afternoon because in 

. ' . 
his remarks yesterda,y he mentioned 
that some men on the Government 
side ·O.f the Ho.use we,re intere,sted in 
a certa.in firm who had made $7,000 · 
on pit props. Well, I want to. say 
that I am not the man. I am not con-
ducti.ng a pit prop business; I . a,m just 
a representative oif an Englisl1 con
cern. But I do know 01f a firm that 
cleaned up $10,000 on p1it pr:op ·oper
at1ons on Government account. 

MR. ·WARREN-Mr. Speaker, the 
m·a.tter unde·r discussio1n befo,re . the 
Chai·r it o·ne not new to me no·r was 
it ·new to the Government that I hap-



• 
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pened to preside over ·for a while or 

to the Government befor·e that. · We 

rece.ived complain ts · fro·m 

tl1at tl1ey were not geting 

the inen 

full value 

for their labour, and at a later sta.ge, 
I think about eighteen months ago, I 
looked i11to botl1 sides of the question. 
I, tl1erefore, say that it is essent :a;l 
from what is laid do·wn i!n this Bill
and I know fro,m my own experience 
-to make ha.ste .slowly in this m-at
tcr. Personally I know the difficul
ties of tl1e loggers and I a.Isa· kn·o·w 
tl1e troubles of the. emplo1yers, but 
there really must be members of this 
House who do not· .· understand the 
situation ,and while the · Ho·nourab;le 
Member for Twill 1ngate made a very 
cogent and co·nvincing speech urging 
tl1e House to give this . Bill a seco1nd 
reflding, yet he dtd not explain suffi
ciently for honorable members to: un
derstand the real points at issue. It 
is a well known fact that some lo·g
gers 11ave worked in the woods for 
n1any nlo·nths and came out with lit
tle or no, mo11ey to tl1e1 !r credit, while 
at the sa1ne ti1ne there were men, as 
the Honourab;Je member for Placentia 
and St. Mary's has · said, who· made $60 
per· m·onth clear of their board. There
fore, before the B111 is given Second 
J?o(lding, tl1e House sho·uld know why 
jt ' is that some men earn not a cent 
~nd others earn $60 a mo·nth. If it js 
h·ecat18e some men are sl{illed t11at 
tb_ey Parn more mo·ney than unskilled 
men, then I tl1ink it a pity to put a 
prem •um on unskilled labourers jn 
tbat way. My friend ' Mr. l..iii·neg·ar, tl1~ 
member for St. John's We·st, pre:1ent
ed a petition asking that a c8rtain 
class of jo,urneymen skilled boiler
m~akers be a;llowed to· to·uch boilers. 

· Well I believe that there is als·o a 
~cien ce in lo·g·ging and a man has to 
know how to go about his wo·rk and 
I believe that the man wh·o kno·ws . 
most about lo·gging can make more 
m.oney than the ma.n who goes hap
hazardly ·.n the ·wo·o·ds. I hav·e liiste·n-

ed to tl1e argume11ts put forward by 
the introducer of this Bill, the Ho·n-

o·urable Minister of Justice; also· the 
Honourable member for Placentia 
and St. Mary's, and I se·e tl1e force of 
them because in a country· ;Jik.er .this 
e~ery.th·ing is done by co·ntract or 
piecework by men wh·o· .are engaged 
in our majn industry, the cod.fishery, 
esp·eci,ally :s that tl1e case in Fo·rtune 
Bay, the District that I have the 11on
o·r to represent in this . House·. Tl1e 
fisher1nen who· .go to the B.anks ·do not 
go for wa.ges; they prefe·r to· go · on 

" 
the shares, despite the fact that in 
bad weatl1er m~n c·annot · fisl1 as long 
as they would wish to. Still, the fisl1-
ermen in my district would .. mucl1 

~ . . . 

prefer to go on con tract; and I fail 
tq see why they should be singled ot1t, 
5f otl1er men are g·oing to have a mi~1 l
pium wage. given to1 them. I do not 
think we should rush this matter and 
I support the amendment of tµe -·Hon
our·able Minister of Justice. In my 
o,pinion we have no· .Power . to app1oint 
a Select .c9mmittee that , w,ill sit out 
of tl1is Sessio·n, under tl1e ru:les of 
tlt 'S House, . once tl1is H·ouse pro
rogues; but as there are tw'o sides to 
be held to· tl1is question I would sug
gest to· the L·eader of .the Go·vernment 
that they appoint a Co·mmi~sion and 

' 

put o·n that C·ommission men who are 
able· to· advise that C·on1mission from 
t.he standpoint of tl1e men as well as 

' ' 
t,o the standpoint of the em'ployers. I 
n1ight say that _fo·r tl1e arguments I 
11ave heard, it is mor'=' appropriate to 
refer the B ·Ill to a Commission that 

. I • 

will sit out of . session than to allow 
' . -

the Bill to go· througl1 · in its pres.ent 
state. · · .. 

MINISTER OF , MARINE & FISH
ERIES-Mr. Speaker, jt is not · my 
purpo·se to de.lay the debate·, but o·w
ing to certain remarks made yester
day· on the floors of .. this H1ouse by the 
Ho·n·ourab:le Leader 0 1f the Opp1ositio11. 
that I was p.r·e·pared to s;upport a cer
tain motion, I wish ·tol ·: say that that 

• 
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is not correct. · I do say that I not have any need for the iiltr;odtictioh' . 
th1ought at least · that no labouring of this measure. 

man sho·uld be p·a, 1d less · than 30 cents MR. I;IALFY ARD-I want' to dra'w · 
per hour. 

if it do·es 

I suppose that pers·onally 

noit go thro·ugh .it will af-
feet me and the Prime Minister more 
than it affects any other member of 
this Le·gis1ature, becaus·e we have to 
face the District of · Bonavista in a 
Bye-Electio,n. But I am prepared to 
stand o·r fall by the result. s ,ome peo
p,le might p,robably thi,nk that I am 
a.nxio,us to be returned ·fo,r the d !S

trict, but I can assure tl1e·m th·at I 
w.ould much prefer to be p·ulling cod 
traps at Cape Mugfo·rd or spr·eadin~ 

fish day and night. But I am here 
and . while I am heere I am going to 
exp.ress my opinion and my con
science tells me that there are two 
evils involved in tl1is Bill and I a.m 
going to acc9·pt the lesser evil. Now 
I am fl1lly aware of tl1e sho·rtage of 
tl1e catch of tl1e codfishery o.f this 
country to-day. I am m ·:ndfu.l of the 
effect of a bacl fishery in the country. 
N·ow if we Pltt th.is Bill thro·ugl1 ancl 
shut out other industries opening un 
in this· country, it wil;l certainly hav" 
a bad effect o·n a labo·uring man. Tt 
is a matter o.f conscfence witl1 n1e. 
and I am co·nvinced that sucl1 legi~

lat "'.on as is proposed by this B.ill will 
tend to shut down othe·r industrie~ 

and ·drive c·a.pjtal out of tl1e country. 
Tt. certa.inly will havP· a bad · effect on 
thP- ordinary labourer and fisherma,i1 
o.f the country. Now I am just a8 

rnttch concerned. as is the Honourable 
. . 

the Prime Mi1nister, as· any other man 
in this House, with al:l due defe·rence 
to the Hon·o·urable introducer of tl1iR 
measure, as much as any other mem
'ber of thi.s Hot1se and I am equally as 
an'xious as any other ·member of this 
House to pro.tect the labourer o.f thiR 
C·Ountry. If the Party no'v in Oppo,s
jt.ion wl10 had been the Government 
for the past fo·ur years had been so 
m.ucl1 · concerned during that p·erio<l. 
as 1they a.pparen'tly ·are no·w, 've· shot1l<l. 

your attention to th•3 ·fact that when · 
you were in the Go-v ernn1ent--

MINISTER OF MARINE ·~ AND 
FISHERIES-You lteep . quiet ' a'nd sit 
down an<l if there is any medicine 
coming to you, take it. If the honour
able member for Trinity and his col~ 
leagues 11ad acted right during · the 
pa.st four years on behalf of the toil
ets there would not be any need for 
tliis Loggers Bill. Because I was out 
or: town for a _day or two, I am told 
tl1at I was abused. 'Vell, I have be.en 
out of town I might say for thirty-five 
years out of forty-seven years. and I 
inay say now that I like still to go out 
to ehj·oy tl1e balmy breezes of the 
fresh air . once in a while. And I am 
scrry ·that I was out of town~ because · 

' I notice froni the "Evening Telegram" 
that I inissed tl1e Logging Bill~ How
e,rer, I ~till insist tht.:a.t to bear out my 
own argument, if tl11ngs had · gone: oil · 
"\\rell withi11 the past four years: there' . 
would be no need of this Bill. · If the · 
inoneys of the country had not been · 
so extravagantly squandered the · fish-" 
ermen of the northern districts would 
i1ot have to go · in thP woods to . e.arn ·. 
tl1eir living. I remember when · we put · 
up certain representations on : behalf 
of the working classes of this coun
try before an Executive meeting of the . 
tl1en Go,rernment · for the purpose of · 
getting reduced taxation: the answer 
we got then was that the finances of 
tl1e country would 11ot allow such 
taxation to be re·duced. Well. if the '. 
finances of the country would not al- · 
low it tl1en. surely · heavens it should . 
not allow it two days before a · Gen-' 
eral Election; ·~:is was done by the 
present Opposition Party. Now I am 
just as mt1ch in sympathy with this 
Bill as any other member on either 
side of the House, and if we · are going 
to appoint a Commission to sit on this 
Bill, · all· I · have to say is for :1 God's 
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.sake~: ·_:b~. ·. car~f.ul : .. be.fore· g·oing . ahea:d~ 

l · say no,v. ·.withoµt fear·· of -. successful 
c()11tradletJon ::·that: this Bill is going 
,tC:l hfJ;ve a . certa.in effect on tl1e hon
oural;>le· ·· tl1e· Prill).e Minister and my;;.. 
self in Bonavista next Fall, because 
of a certain gang of men who are con-

.· . . . . . . ·' . . 

~inually :sittin.g arQUnd a certain table 
in ,.a. .cert_alil ·place are discussing· this 
~h~ng. . · ·-. 

. ' 

·.• . MR ... BROWN:--"1· ·beg your par·don, 
S-ir,, ·I am ·solely responsible for this 
Bill... - · 

... . ''MINISTER OF · MARINE' AND 
FISHERIES~Well then somebody 
must know· about it other· than your
self, 'a-s far as my i11formation goes. 
At 'a·ny rate as far as my constituents 
fn ·B·onavista; Bay are concerned I am 
not in favou·r · of tl1is Bill. and the rea
son , is · tliat · I like to move slowly in 
th·e matter because by signifying · my 
consent tl1at way I am doing more. 
good·· than 11arni I think. No matter 
wl1at liappens · to · me at the Bye-elec
·tion, I · am inclined ·to the belief that 
1: ·1should consult · my constituents in 

·' 

JBoriavista ·Bay, and · if they say to vote 
for the Bill. then I am quite prepared 
to: do so . . · I . think this Bill in its pre·s
.-e'tit fo:rm borders on class: legislation. 
I ,,. certainly w.ould like to see logge.rs 
gettfng .·$45 a 1nonth and board and . 
-mote 'than that; but· I would just as 
much like to see other workmen in 
this coq-ntry wl10 a-re . not included. in 
thiS ··,BiJl get equal concessions. I think 

-:t·hat-th.e Amendment submitted by the 
:. tt:o-nou:r.able Minister of Justice is a 
,, .. '•' ' ' . ' ' . . '·' 

:Very -good; - on~ . and I :. am prepared to 
'.:SUl)pQrrt . i~~ . 

·. iMR. HALFY ARD--Mr.. Speaker, I 
'\Vould like·· to refer to a . remarl{ made 

:·:b~ the Minister of . Marine; and. Fish-
, : . . . 

e.rie.s. I .· tl1ink I had. occas.ion to refer 
· to :a · questiong concerning his depart
. me,nt duri11_g the Minister's absence, 
and ·I :regretted that . the Minister was 
not. :in ,. 11is place,. but there was no 

. . , ·: .· . '· .. · . 

a.buse in. the . observation that I made 
,' • I • •,), ·., .. ' ' ' . , •\ .. 
at that, tim.e. In fact .the only regret 

- ; ... 

I 

tl1at son1e members had for the Hon
ourable Minister being out of town · 
was his loss during the debate on the 
measure · affecting his department. I 
feel quite sure that it was through 
stress of circumstances that he .was 
absent from the House. although he 
said that the object of his being away 
was to enjoy the fresh air to benefit 
himself personally, and we all appreci
ate what a distinct loss it would be to 
the House and to the country :if the 
hon. member had been absent yester-
day and to-day. , 

MR. BRO·WN-Mr. Speaker, the 
Honourable· Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries said in his speech that he 
~-as not prepared to support the Bill , 
and he intimated that I was not the 
real person who brought in this Bill, 
and he ea]d that some other people 
were bel1ind me. I wish to point out 
t<J him that I am the real man who is 
solely responsible for this Bill and I 
am the man who started it from be
ginning to e11d. Furthermore, I make 
tl1e statement now, without fear of 
successful contradiction that the Min
ister of Marine and Fisheries came 
in to the Opposition rooms and told me 
tl1at I was doing a good thing and 
that .he intended to support that Bill. 

MINISTER OF MARINE· AND 
FISHERIES-But I did not say that 
you alone were. responsible for the 
Bill. 

MR. GRIMES-In rising to support 
this Bill I do so beca.u.se of the p·rin
ciple involved: the right of the Legis
lature to en.quire into the conduct of 
any pe-rson o·r Company in their· re
lation to their emplo·yees, particular
ly when grievances arise th.at . may 
become productive of harm to the 
country. The membe1r for Placentia 
and St. Mary's, Majo·r· Sull·ivan says 
the State has no right to interfere in 
btl:Siness. That position is not in 
keeping with the views of modern 
Statesmen in civilize·d co-untrie:s to
day. · Frequently in Great Britain, the 
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United States, Canada, Australia and 
the · Europea.n Continent does the 
State1 ste·p in disputes · between em
ployees and employers .and often ad
ju.st their differences. T·he Facto·ry 
Acts L.egislation oif Gre.at Britain 
made . it plain to manufactur.e·rs that 
they had to conduct their facto·rie·s 
according to th.e rules .and ·regula .. 
tion.s laid down by the Government O·r 
else suffer p·unishment, and the Go·v
ernment has take·n the same position 
to·w:ards Mine Owners and Railway 
Companie·s. 

Is not the Employers Lia.bility Act 
in this country an .admission of the 

I ' ' ' 

san1e principle? All of which sho·ws 
that the State has 'its responsibilities 
and cannot h.old al00f. The Minister 
of Marine & Fisheries takes the posi
tion that to· support the Bill is to vote 
for class legislation. If ·it is then we 
h.ave p·lenty o·f precedents. What will 
he call the special protec1tion given 
to ce·rtain industriP.~ in this country 
wh'ich has made the-ir products cost-
1)'" to the consumer for the giving of 
fancy profits. Ho·w many Co·mpanies 
have guarantees given them of free 
entry of materials .as well as inter
est on capital while to· others it is 
den.ied. If it is proper to do it for one 
or mo·re it sho·uld be the same fo·r all. 
If the Government Is to be used for 
helping Companies o·r individuals to 
conduct a ·pro·fita.ble business then it 

• is proper to expect that it will .help 
the logger, the ininer, the fisherman, 
the factory worker .and all other 
workers to o·btain a living · wage, a ·. 
wage that will give him something 
more than that wl1ich will kee·p bo,dy 
and soul together. 

I would suggest that tl1e best way 
of handling the logging question so 
.as to· ensure a square deal to all, 
would be the appointme11t of a Com
mission to investigate logging opera
tions in Ne·wfo·undlaud, and also find 
out what is\ being d0ne elsewhe.re. It 
sl1ould have· power· to· learn the finan
Ci~l pos.'itj9'Il 9f those emplo·ying· log-

ge'.rs . and to know if .any profits ·are 
being made and · what the pr·ofit is. . It 
should find out fro·m ,experienced per
sons whether the wage ·system ·is ; the 
best for all · p·arties ·concerned, or 
some alternative system. . 

We do know this to·-day that among 
loggers there is much dissatisfaction 
over the sub~con1tract system. Many 
of the logge·rs have told me that they 
were not looking for soft jo·bs, but 
when they were p·ut on areas whe·re 

·timber was scarce it was impossible 
to get sufficient wood that would give 
them a decent income. Whi:le· 'it was 
true .a higher price per cord . wa.s paid 
for wood cut on such _areas, the dif
ference . did not allow them but little 
more .· than their boarding expenses. 
Others complained of . having inex
p·erienced men sandwiched in betwee·n 
them who· by their inexperience not 
only co-uld not earn enougl1 for tl1em
selves but kept d.own the othe·rs in
come as well, which was disl1earten- . 
ing. · They were disgusted sick and 
sore. There were exceptio·ns. Some 
got good returns but they were not in 
the majority. 

This vexed question has to be ap
proached with the greatest care. We 
have to unde·rstand the position of the 
Comp·any, of the men and of the Co·un
try for the economic welfare of all is 
concerned . . · 

On -the· motion of Mr. Brown that 
tl1e Bill entitled "An Act to amend 
Chapter · 216 of the Consolidated 
Statue·s entitled ''Of the Emp,loyment 
of men e·ngaged in Lo·gging" be read 
a second time: Hon. the Minister of 
Justice moved, and Hon. Mr. -Sulli
van seconded ,in amendment- · 

"That the second r·e1ading · of this 
-Bill ' be de·ferred until such time as the 
House is in pos.se,ssion of a Report 
from· the Co,mmiss'ion to be .appointed 
to take e·v'idence on the matter." 

Whereupon, the amendment being 
first put by Mr. Speake·r·: was_ passed_ 
'and it was orde·re'(l accordingly·. ' 
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:· 'Mr: ~ Grimes ·gave "'notice· . of ques.
tion:. -: · ·. 
' ·: 1~t ;·wa.s . mo·ved and seconded that 
whe·n ·;the·· Ho·use .rises it .adjourn until 
Th:ursday afternoon next at three of 
the · clock~ : ; ·. ·· · 
··. The ·" H·ouse , ·· the·n adjourned ac-
cordingly~ · · , . · 

. '.' ' . " . -., . . . . : i .... . 
' .; . ... , ··~-' -'..• ;_. ·· " ---

THURSDAY, tTuly 31. 

· .. The "Hou.se met at three of the clock 
in. the afte1•n'oon~ pursuant to adjourn
ment. · · ··· 

.... ' 
I ·1 ' , ;' ' 

MR . . HALFY ARD-I beg to present 
• J ; ' • • • , • - . • 

a petitio11 from . certain of the in-
•. • ,I. ' ! . 

habitants of Hant's Harbor, asking 
f~~ ··an allocation · of $1,000, to effect 
repairs to a road. It leads to saw 
'lliills . and to 'the lumber woods in that 
locality. The· petition is very largely 
signed · by Reub·en · Thoma·s . ·and others. 
I :beg to support the · prayer of the 
petition and ·ask that· it be referred 
to :·the · dep3irtment · to which it relates. 

. . . 
" ' . 

. Mll. HALFY ARD-I beg to pre
.sent a petition from a great many of 
the . la.dy residents of Gooseberry 
11 1 ; ' 1 ' I ' ! 

'cove, Trinity District. Tl1e ladies ..... 
give as their reason for signing this 

' , I ' .I • ' 

petit'ion that tl1eir 11usbands are not 
~t ... hb~e. They are ~II away from the 

)•• '· • j ' ''t • ' ~I ' I .: 

place. The petition is in · reference 
to the present Postmaster · there, .and 
asks tl1at he be continued in that 

1' . ' 

position. ·unless· it 'is proved to the 
·Department of Posts and Telegraphs 
that · Mr. Seward is an . unworthy of
'ficial. I beg ·· to support tl1e prayer of 

• ·1, ' 

·this petition or protest aga.inst the 
removal of Mr. Seward from his posi

·' ti~n. In reply to the ·question asked 
by · Mr. Grimes, M·r. Seward was the 
riame · of on·e ' of· tl1e officials in Trinity 
Bay who had been dismissed, and Mr. 
:Flynn had ' been a.ppointed ·in 11is place. 
I f'avor the petition upon the principle 

·that ·Government ·officials should not 
be · :dismissed from their position if 
they:" havei g1tven satisfaction in the 
opinion ·of t'he 'community whom they 

·- serve~ ,and :when there is no reason 

given by any otl1er parties, on ac
count of inefficiency or otherwise for 
a person to be dismissed from that 
position. I may say further that Mr. 
Seward writes to say he received a 

I 

n.otice on July 20th that his services 
would no longer be required after the 
last of July. I understa.nd that post-

, ' 

masters are paid quarterly, and if 
the Government have made up their 
minds to dismiss an official they 
should give the usual notice of· three 
months, or payment in lieu ·of notice. 
I am very sorry that the Minister of 
Posts and Telegraphs cannot be in 
his place as I always thought that 
he was a most reasonable person, and 
certainly he would give such matters 
tl1e consideration they deserve before 
dismissing an official in such . ·a sum
mary manner. It is unjust, iniquitious. 
A11d therefore, without any ··. further 
elaboration of my feelings on the 
matter, I pass this petition on to the 
Departm0nt of Posts and Telegraphs. 

CAPT. RANDALL-I beg to pre
sep.t a petition from Ireland's Eye, in 
the District of Trinity, · in reference 
to . a ferry Bervice. I beg . · that such 
may be ir1stalled to operate between 
Ireland's E)·e, Bonaventure and . Trin
ity~ I sh::>ulcl like to read the petition; 
i~ is not very long. 

(Reads petition.) . 

It is signed by some 20 or 30 El
ectors of Ire1 .and's Eye a.nd Bona.ven
ture. As a great many of this Assembly 
know it, i.t js an island absolutely cut 
off from tl1e mainland and with no de
cent teleg:::·aph connection. And not 
011ly that but from the fact that the 
service is being discontinued I thin}{ 
that this pctitio11 should have the con
sideration of the Government. And I 
think that iny colleague, Mr. Halfyard 
will support me in presenting this 
petition. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
ga.ve notice that he would on to-
1norrow ask leave to move the House 
i11to a Committee of the Whole on the 

I 
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subject of· certain expenditures to be 
made under "The · Loan Act, 1923.'' · 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
gave notice that he would on to-mor
row ask leave to move the House into 
a Committee of the Whole on the sub
ject of certai11 Re.solutions relating to 
~ Tax on goods imported into the Col
ony. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
gave notice that he would on to-mor
row ask leave to move the House into 
a Committee of the Whole to consider 
a11 Act Respecting the , Salaries of 
Civil Servants. · 

Mr. · Speaker i11formed the House 
that he 11ad received a messa.ge from 
tl1e Legislative Council acquainting 
tl1e House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act to Amend Chapter 86 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en·
titled 'Of Stipendiary Magistrates and 
Justices of the Peace,' " without 
amendment. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
table.d an answer to a question on a 
previous 0rder paper, asked by Mr. 
Hickman. 

. 
HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE-

TA.RY tabled reply to question_ of Mr. 
Puddester on the previous day's or
der paper. 

MR. RANDELL gave notice of 
question. 

MR. DUFF-I am sorry that the 
Mi1n,iste·r of . Posts and Telegrapl1s i3 
not at present in his seat, · because. I 
wo,uld like to ask wl1y it was tl1at tl1e 
Post Office. of Bristol's Ho,pe, Carbon
oar, was removed to a d. stance . of 
ab·out a mile and a 11alf from the set
tlement. The people are compo,sed 
a:lmost entirely of the fisherman-far
mer class and are not receiving in 
th.is case tl1e consideration which I 
thirik they should receive. . I am sor
ry that the Miini:ster o f Posts · and 
Telegr·aphs is not here because,.· I 

think he is not the man to do ·this · kind 
. . . . -

of th· 111g. I sh·ould like to, say that 
237 years ago the people ot this place 
repulsed the Frenchmen ··· after .. St. 
J o·hn's, Ferry land, Placentia and . other 
places had been taken by the1n. · T:he 
people · o·ver tl1ere are _,composed of 
the same st,ock and are still able· to 
fight their own battles if they are giv-
en a chance. Howe·ver .they have bee11 
(lef eated in this case because .. they ·did 

' 

not g0t a chanc.e from the Mini·ster in 
charge. I hope that tl1e Government 
will give . this matter . its consider
ation because t is a very ·considerable 
inconv·e·nience to· 11ave to go, out of 
the place f,or a distance of two miles 
t.o' get mail, etc. 

MR. · HALFYARD-I - would . ljke to 
ask the Prime Minister if the Govern
ment 11a.s given any consideration to 
the dismissal of Mr. W. Thorne, the 
lightl1ouse keeper at Hopeall. In re
ply to a quest •On fro1n me some days 
ago the Prime Minister said that the 
matter 11ad not 'been dealt with final
ly. l would .. like to. know 'vhether 
the departme11t has officially notified 
the man . of 11i;s dismissal. Wl1etb.er 
tl1~ edict J1as gone fortl1 like in tl1e 
ca.se . of Med_Ps and Pe-rsians or wl1etl1-
er the axe has fallen and the m8n 11as 
l)een ren1ovecl from his job and is not 
to· be . reinstated. 

HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTER-In 
reply·. to the Hono1ura,b 1 e men1ber for 
Tr· inity I · 1nay say tl1at t11e Govern
me·nt has . not yet reconsidered tl1:e 
question of Mr. Tl1orne's dismissal. W:e 
are W'a.iting to· get som~ extra · infor-
1nation. Mr. Thorne . is not out of his 
p1osition. , The matter is 11eld · over, 
pending tl1e arrival of this inf orma
·tfon. · 

Pursuant to notic~ and leave granted 
and on motion of· Hon. tl1e Prime .· Min
ister, the H·ouse , resolved . itself into 
a Committee , of the Whole to, consi;d
,er certain resolutions on the subject 
o:f the· confirmation of an Agree1nent 
b'etw·een ·the · Government ·· a11d the 
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Gander :Valley Power and Paper Com-
pany, Limited. · 

M.r. Speaker left . t11e Chair. 

Mr . . Puddister to·ok the C.hair· of 
Commitee. 

COM:MIT'TEE OF THE WHOL.E ON 
THE GANDER VAL,LEY B.ILL. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-Mr. 
Chairman, th,e resolut ~ons now be·fo·re 
the Co·mmittee are in connection witl1 . 
the Gander Valley · pro·p1o·siti;o·n. I 
think that the Committee m.ight go 
ahead and consider the resolutions, 
one by o·ne, as it has been in the hab
it ·. of co·ns; ldering the ·various clauses 
of ·other Bil;ls. · I may say that the 
agreement in the main i:s the ·same as 
the ·· Humber Contract, the ·• only dif
ference being that in the case o·f the 
Humber Contract the Government o·f· 
Newfo,undland gua.ranteed ten mil
lions of ·dollars whilst in this case 
there is 110 guarantee whatever. The 
concessions and clauses in this are 
almost ident :cal with the Humber 
Contract. I do not know whether the 

-· 
Members of the Oppo·siti:on would like 
to have time to peruse this Bill bef.ore 
we have a.ny discussion on it. If they 
are prepared "re might go· a.head and 
have the B.i;ll read now. 

MR. HICKMAN-I think that we 
would like to· have an op·portunity to . ' . 

consider this bill and read It o.ver. 
It is the first time that we have seen 
it and a.s there are not. v·ery ma.ny 
here o·n this side ·Of the House I 
would like to have tl1e matter put off 
until to-morrow. 

' MR. HALFYARD-Except for one 
or · tw·o O·f the older membe·rs of the 
Oppo1sition there are few 0 1n th.is side 
o:f the House fam:iliar with the reso
lutions co·nta. lned in this bill and I 
would support the request of the Lead~ 
er of the Opp.osition that the ·.members 
on hi·s side be given a little time to 
get a general idea 0 1f the matter be
fore the Committee goes into the r·e
solutions. 

HON~ · THE PRIME MINISTER -
Since several of the members. of the · 
Opp.ositio·n would like to ha.ve a little 
mo·re time to re.ad ·_ t, I am. quite · p·re
p.ared to· have: the co·mmittee rise. I 
do not think that there· is anything 
that I can say a·bout this. It is a prac-
tical repr,oduction o.f the Humber con
cess.ion. I mo1ve that the, Committee 

• rise . . 
Mr. S1peaker resumed the chair. 
The Chairman from the C·omm:itte.e 

rep.orted that they . had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some pro·gress and asked leave to sit 
aga. ·n to-morro·w. 

T'he remaining Orders o.f the Day 
were deferred. 

THE MINISTER o~ PUBLIC 
WORKS-I beg leave to say in regard 
to the que·stion asked by Mr. Grimes, 
th.at I a.m ha.ving the answer to it 
prep.a.red, and I hope f.!01 get ;it along 
to-mo·r·ro·w • 

MR. HALF'YARD-Mr. Spe:ake1r, in 
the budget speech delivered the other 
day by the Ministe.r or Finance the 
M'inister re.fer·red to1 a sche·dule which 
I unde1rs,tood wa.s to be printed. I 
wo·uld like· to have a copy o·f it as it 
would be very interestin_g to us on 
this side o·f the House for de·bate. I 
do not think that there w.as any finan
cial s1tate.ment tabled by th.e Minister 
in relation to the railway operation 
up to the year ending June· 30. This 
is an impo-rtant matter and perh.aps 
the Min1iste·r of- Finance could get 
this statement fro-m the· Auditor Gen
eral .and have it tabled. I would like 
to· get this at it would help, us in de
bate to discuss matters more intelli
gently. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE :-I may say to the honour
able me:mber for Trinity that the 
state.ment wh.ich he asks for was at
tached to the· copy o:f _ my .sp.eech 
which w.as ·handed t·o1 the Leader of 
the Oppo·sition. It contains all the 
matters relating to the railroad. I do 
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not know . whether the hon. member 
has received it as yet. The speech is 
in course of be'ing printed and this 
will go in with it. I unde.rstan.d that 
th.e·re1 will be a cop.y O·f the Budget 
Speech here to·-morro·w • 

MR. HALFY ARD-in · rising, to 
speak to1 the motion to .adjourn, Mr. 
Speake·r, I would l'ike to a.sk the· per
mission of the Ho·use for a fe.w min
utes o·f its time relative: to ,a matter 
.affecting Triniity District, which, in 
my opinio·n, is 0 1f · outstanding import
ance.· I would like to draw the atten
tion of the Prime Minister .and . the 
Member·s of this House to a teilegram 
published in · the Advo1cate of July 29th 
signed by Sir W. F. Coaker and dated 
at Port Union . July 28th. In re·ferring 
to tnis matter, Mr. Speaker, I want 
this House. to unde·rsta.nd that I hold 
no brief for Sir William Coake·r a.ny 
more1 than I do for any other one of 
my constituents of Trinity district. 
Sir William Coaker is a re:sident of 
Port Union, which is a part of Trin
ity District. If the message came 
fro'.m Mr. Wm. Thorne, of Ne.w H.ar~ 

bo.r, o·r Mr . . Brow:n of Blaketown, or 
from .any pers·on belonging to the 
District, then I. co·ns'ider that it is a 
matte·r in which I should be inter
ested. · Therefore, for these reasons 
I wish to dra.w the attention of the 
Prime Minister and the Members o·f 
this House to· that art1icle se.nt by Sir 
William Co·aker to the Public Pre·ss. 

. -

· I would do the same if th.e .a.rticle had 
been .sent by Mr. P. Templeman of 
Catalina or from Mess.rs. McCormack 
and Walsh, or any·body else in the 
District. It is my bus·ine1s.s to prote1st 
against any injustice to my consti
tue·ncy. The article is of so far 
reaching and outsta.nding impo·rtance 
that I will read it for the informatio1n 
of the Hou.se. 

(Mr. Halfyard re:ads letter from the 
Advo·cate sent by Sir Wiliiam Coaker.) 

I read that letter, Mr. Spea.ker, 
written 'in the forceful and character-

istic style of Sir Willi.am Coaker. It 

contains the p·rotest wh.ich . I · wish . to 
make:. We were exp·e,cting a. squ.a.re 
deal. The election was won . ·on · the 

slogan or catch cry of "a square deal 

to all." A pro·m~ise to clean up and 
keep1 cle·an. But where the squ.are 
deal comes in, . in taking the S. s. 
Malakoff from Trinity Bay at. this . se~"" 
son of the ye,ar . and . confining h.er . 
activities to Bona vista ·. Ba.y, I . cannot 
see, nor· ca.n any other right thinking
m.an ·who· ls acquainted with trans-

l. ·' 

portation conditions ,. on the1se B,a.ys . . 
Yo·u say that it is a s.quare deal 

·' 

that at this seaso·n of the ; ye:ar to· take 
the steamer fro·m Trinity . . B.ay, .... be
cau,se . Trinity Di.strict sent . three . men. 
to this House in Oppos-itio·n. . To . what 
extent is it just to the me1n of Tr,fn.ity,· 

.. . ' 

Bay? Ho·w is it just to1 yo·urs.elf a11d 
just to the country? .. ·Trinity district 
has been unmercifully ·treated . duri.ng 
the short regime · of the Monroe Go:v-

. . . . 

ernme·nt. Why the . repreisentatives . of 
. . . ,. ;, . ·!' ' 

Trinity D'istrict cannot . receive . the 
same co.urtesy which was affo·rded to 

. . ' 

the members o·f the . Oppo,s,ition during 
the· regime of Sir Richar,d . Squire·s and 
Mr. Wa.rre·n I do not know? At · that . . 

tim.e if the ste·am or railway service 
of Placentia Bay or St. Mary's Bay was 
in questio·n the representatives: of that 
district were co·nsuJted. The.ir ad·v'ice 
was sought and acted upon in ninety~ 
nine C·ase1s out of a hundred. So that 
is the treatment to be1 meted out to 
us. Th.at rep,ays 0 ·11r a.ctio1n w1ith re
ga.rd to Placentia and St. Mary•·s a 
thousa.nd times over. No· district e·ver:· 
got better · tr·eatment than these .... I 
know of no party which . de·alt mo·re , 
fairly whether·. it co,ncerned railway, 

' ' ... 

or ste:amer o·r relief for the distr:ict& . . 
. ' . 1) 

If the list of expenditures of money$.' 
in the!se districts during the last thre~.· 
or four years was ta.bled in this 
House,, it wo·uld be found that these 
d·istricts have not been discr·iminated 
ag~inst. In m·a.ny cases. they· received 
more mo·ne·ys than districts repre-

, ... 
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sented by members of the Govern-
ment . . 

' ' 

. No la;nguage of mine can fully ex-
press the mean, contemptible tre·at
ment which ha.s be·en handed O·Ut by 
this Government to Trinity D'is.trict. . . . ' . 

A m.an from Tr.inity District comes 
to town . and wants to have an inter
view with the Prime· Minister. He 
finds th.at is almost impossible. . His 
name is sent in by a secretary or 
som·e·body else·, and the mo.st despic
able part of it is, that the secreta.ry 
has to inform him that the· Prime· Min
ister cannot see hin1 unles.s he comes 
from · Bona.vista Di.strict. He must go 
to see . Mr Mitchell who· is looking . . 

after the affairs of Trinity District. 
I 

Is that good enough? That i.s how 
you treat a district because· its mem
bers happe·n to be in Opp·o1s.ition. Go. 
to it until the next election. If I were 
to go to Trinity District to·-morrow, 
for an election on the· p1olicy and 
record of the three O·r four weeks 
administration of the present Govern
ment I would be returned · with an 
ove·rwhelming m·a.jority. Ap·p·aren tly 
the Prime Minister does not appreci
ate his position and confine himself to 
dealing with m.atte·rs · of state and 
public policy. One would think that 
he could leave the business of the 
district o·f Bonavista. to· hi.s two . col
leagues, Captain W. W.insor and Mr. 
Little. Why should a man from 
Trinity district be · not allowed an in
terview with the Prime Minister? 
The re.as.on is that the District of 
Trinity is not a. Governme·nt Di.strict. 
That condition of things did not ob
tain during the last few years. 

Wh.en I was Colonial Se·creta.ry I 
treate·d all me·mbers of the commun
ity alike regarding interviews. Pos
sibly there were many persons I could 
not see, not that it g.ave· me any plea
sure to refuse any perso·ns, but inter- · 
views were so numerous that time 
did not permit. I tried to imp.ressl up- · 
on my constituents that I was not 
only elected· to the Legislature to 

serve Trinity district; but as the head 
of a Dep,artme1nt I was the· ser·v.ant of 
the whole country. With our ex
p.erience as a member of this House 

. . 

si11ce 1913, and a rep1r·ese.ntative o·f 
Trin'ity 'district sinc.e · 1919, am I not 
worthy of . consultation on matters 
pertaining to · the civil service of that 
district, or spending of moneys vot
ed by this House fo·r public works in 
the di.strict. It is nothing but a studi
ed · insult. You may call it a square 
deal. 

What are you · going to do about 
Trinity Bay if you take the "Malakoff" 
off? There is no provision made for 
any service, and why are tl1e de
mands from Bonavista district any 
greater than they a.re from · Trinity 
District for a steamship service? Tlie 
larger places in Bonavista Bay, such 
as Bonavista proper, Greenspond and 
Wesleyville are served by steamers 
direct from St. J o·hn's; and if there is 
any one place where it is essential 
to have a steamer calling often, ow
ing to the large amount of freight 
handled tl1ere, it is Port Union. One 
thing to the credit of the sharehold
ers of that big e.nterprise at Port 
Union is that they own that place 
a.nd every stick and nai~ in it. ·The 
san1e cannot be said of every Water 
Street concern. Now, as . to why the 
people of Trinity Bay should be vic
timized because their political views 
were not the same as the Prime Min
ister's and his colleagues I am at a 
loss to understand. I have no brief 
to speak for Sir William Coaker, but 
I would be derelict to my duty if I 
dia not speak on behalf of my con
stituents. It is most unfortunate· just 
now that the. Prime Minister and the 
l\1iniser of Public Works are lea.ving 
tl1e House. I would like for them 
to remain and hear what I have got 
to say because I cannot tell when I 
will be in the same frame of mind as 
now. This is a matter that has given 
me an opportunity to tell the Gov
ernment what I think · of them. Who 
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is running the Government, anyhow, 

may I ask, when the Upper House is 

iri session? Is Trinity district going 

to be run by irresponsible. peop1e. who 

represent nobody but themselves, 

men who could not be elected in any 
constituency of Newfoundla.nd. Cap
tain Randell, Mr. Godden and myself, 
a'3 the elected representatives, are 
responsible to ·the people of that dis,_ 
trict, and if we are ignored ·under 

. protest, and let the Government put 
up with the political -consequences, 
for just as sure as there is a sun in 
the heavens, the actions of the Gov
ernment will only cause the defeat 
of your candidates whe.n they go back 
t(> Trinity and Bonavista Bays for ·re
election, and if God gives me strength 
as far as Trinity district is concerned, 
I will be there, and I predict that 
there will be a repetition of 1919. I 
never 11ad occasion to fight in a 
district or to fight in this ·House. 
Everything has come my way too 
easy. Therefore., now that certain mat
ters of a questionable nature have 
come up that are affecting the con
stituency of Trinity, it is my place. 
with the assistance of my colleagues, 
to let tl1is House a.nd the country 
know that we· are not ·satisfied with 
things as they are going on, and that 
we are not prepared to lie down under 
such treatment. I cannot understand 
who is running the Go1vernment. 
There a:re certain senior members of 
the Executive Government who hap
pened to bE on the Opposition side for 
a period, and they kno.w that we are 
absolutely correct in our demands. 
We look upon them as men who un
derstand the situation in this country. 
We believe some of them are broad
minded, reasonable "and honest .me·n, 
and we are satisfied . to work with 
them; but ho'v such men can con
tinue to remain with a Government 
guilty of practising. such . discrimina
tion, to which I have referred, I can._ 
not understand. I . can rea.dily under-

stand that ·very . often .. : members .: df 
the Executive Government leave,· ·the: 
management of the affairs· ·· of dis
tricts in the hands of :the ··representa_; 
tives who are . in ~ th·e Executive,. · aiici' 
it has frequently . happened: ;that cer~ 
tain matters of · · great 'importance 
have not received · the ·· attention or 
the wh·ole Executive. No ·· do;ubt 
steamer transp{)rtation · o·n Bonavista .. 

' ' . . 

Bay was .left in the l1ands 01f the Pri.nie 
.· . . . 

Minister, ·and . he and his . colleagues 
are solely responsible for th~· treat.:.' 
ment receive;! . by Trinity disttict. . . 

.. . ·' 

The members o.f the Government do 
' . . 

not w.ant their party ·broken up after 
a few weeks of 1office·, and the matter 

• • j ' 

under crit ~ism · is one . o·f tne· ·things 
that would smash the · G·overnment . . . . 

quicker than some · p·eo·ple think, ·be
cause. the·re ate inen i:n the· M.onro~ 

Government who will _not · .. sta.nd for 
su_ch treatment being meted . out to 
any district. The general · c:onclusion 
of the· people outside, who have any. 
kno·wledge o.f the conditi·On·s .that . o·b-: 
tain in Bon·a.vista and Trinity ·Bays 
is that the Malakoff .. was taken off the 
T·r· ~nity Bay service and put ort the 
Bo.navista B.ay servi1ce, a11d solely . for 
p.olitical reasons, with no tho·ught of 
h·ow Trinity District is goi11g to be 
effe:cted thereby; 1but witl1 the ho1pe. 
th·at when a Bye·~E'Jectidn . is pu;lled .off 
they will ha.ve satisfied some people 
around Po·rt ·Blandfor·d and ·the ·. vicin
·1ty by havi1ng a ste·amer to call there 
two o·r thr·ee times a week~ . If you 
were saving by ·making provisio·n for · 
a steam serv.ice -for Trinity to· re.place 
the· Malakoff, .-I would not mi'.ri'd. · · The 
Monro.e Government We·nt to the coun
try with economy as their ... watchword,: 
and this is how they are practicin:g it:: 
Recomme·nda.t.f.ons were made by . the·'. 
Uni-ted F . fshermen to· the . G·o·vernment: 
of Sir Richard Squires and to th·e Gov.- · 
ernment 0 1f Mr. Warren~ asking that· 
exp.enditure a.nd· taxation · be :· cut in . 
half. ·· . . . . '. 

On each ··occasion they recommendi.. 



• 

HOUSID OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDI·NGS 

ed · ·to · the :Executive Government to 
Cllt off the ·steam service on the ·north 
side o.f . Bortavista Bay and to take off 
the expo.rt tax on fish so· a.s taxation 
could be reduced. I have. letters, me-. 
morandums and resolutions that were 
drawn up by . the .legal adviser of 
those men and who· now is leader of . . 

the Government in the Unner House, 
aS Well a.S the d iCtator O.f t.hA f!n.vP.rTI

metit. Well, the pre·sent Government - . . . . . . 

is · going a nice w:ay to.· cut taxation in 
half; instead tl1ey are~· incre<:1sing th~ 
expenditure, ~nd the distric't~s that 

. . 
got . to,· suffer most because of th·e at~ 
titude ·of the Government is Fo·rtune . ; . . . . . 

Bay and Trinity . district. beca11Re they 
gave too many votes to. thR mPmhprc-. . . . . . ,. 

of . the Liber·al Party, Mr. Warren .n 
Fq.~tune and Captain Ra.ndell, .. Mr. 
Gqcfden an.d myself in ·Trinity J?ay. 

. .. . 

·. If there was any anti.cip·atio·n o·f 
saving. $1 by. the . transfer of the Mala
koff; I would 'be inclined to· supp1b·rt 
it, but the re·sult is that a big bus.i
ness · centre .. like . Port Union is de
prived ·of p.ractically ·· the only means 
of ·sending goo·ds to its ·branch · stores. 
It . is no. use · fo.r the Union . Trading 
c .o:mp.a.ny to depend upon a steamer 
fr.om St. John''s to be o.f any service· to 
them. · ·The .· Susu · and the Prospero 
are filled ·. up wi:th freight every time 
they call . there after co·ming from St. 
John's · on the.ir way North, so· that 
now the Unio·n Trading C·omp·any· have 
no means o.f sending their freight to 
the- Northern centres. No·w, is that 
good enough, Mr. Sp·e·aker? And . this, 
·n spite o·f the fact that Po·rt Unio11 
has such sp1lendid wharf facilities, 
etc., for · ·handling freight. T·he que.s
tion might ·be· asked ·why the ste·an1e·r 
was taken off Bonavista Bay by the 
Gov·ernment that I wa·s a member o·f. 
It · wa·s bro·adcasted that w·e made· no 
attempt to curtail expenses, ·but we did 
and·./ we saved $35,000 by having one 
steamer se:rve Bonavista · and Trinity 
B.ays and w:e saved $35,000 by taking 
a·· steamer · off "N·otre .. Dame . Bay. 

HON. · THE COLONIAL SEC.RE~ 

TARY-Wbat year was that? 

MR. HALFY ARD -. ·1922. · One 

steamer served both Bonavista ·and 

Trinity Bays for a couple of years. 

It was re.presented to me that possi

bly a steamer could be done without in 

Trinity Bay, but there were places in 
that district that ·the steamer wa·s of 
great servi~e. Then arrangements· 
were .made whereby the one steamer. 
did the t''To Ba.ys, and a ·very fine and 
satisfactory service was inaugurated 
at a cost of four or five thousand dol
lars to serve the North side of Bona
vista Bay. Getting back to the re
moval of the "Malakoff" again from 
Trinity. Bay, I think · the · Gov
e.rnment a,re duplicating the days ·of 
'98 and are using the axe on inof
fensive cjvil servants in the same 
unjust and merciless · manner"'· Cer·-

• 
tainly this is · not being done by such 
experienced politicians as .. the . hon..; 
011rable Minister of 'Justice or :the 
hon·ourable member for Placentia, Mr. 
Sullivan. They are too - old at ·. the 
ga.me to be guilty of such politicai 
suicide. 

You are going to Iliece.s for certain 
if you continue the policy you ·· have 
begun, because there are men of th·e 
Government who have "gone through 
the mill" and who will not tolerate 
any high ha.nded proceeding on the 
part of any Government ·with ·which 
they are associated. and ·men who 
are. not prepared to assume the re
sponsibility for any unwarranted and 
uncalled for discrimination, as ··· has 
been practised on ·the members · for 
Trinity district who happen · to be "in 
Opposition. · Forget t1ncalled for re
marks 'and forget · party bitterness 
and ·work together in the best inter
ests of the country. and the proper 
way ·to ·do that is to · combine th'e · 
North with the South. It is just "as · 
well ·for me to speak · to this matter : 
as it is of far-reachi11g importance as · 
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', . ...... .i ~· ;... . 

it affects Government officials, dis-
i . . • . . 

tricts and . the country as a whole. 
I was h'opfng : and tl1e country was 

hoping that . with a ne.w .man at · the 
wheel .. with . no old party . affiliations, . .. . . . . . . 

wl10 would be broad enough and big 
' I , . . 

enough to treat nlatters from a na-
. - ~ ' . . 

tional standpoint and not tolerate a.ny 
contemptible tactics or pay any atten
tion to recomme.ndations · made by 
party heele·rs ·or would be members 
that would · interfere with · the well 
being of the. country or , the · manage
ment of its affairs .either on · the Gov
ernment side of · . the . House on the 
floors of the · Legislature. or in a Gov
eI"nm·ent office. ·I · cannot too strongly 
condemn such : petty ,mean tactics as 
the satisfying of the whims of would 
be members or office seekers. We can
not get a sati_sfactory reply as to 
what. representatives on this side of 
the House will be allowed to do with 
re.gard to •the expenditure of moneys· 
for their own districts. We are getting 
sick · and tired as · the· session pro
ceeds . 

.. The Minister of Public Works had' 
tt> ·admit that in connection with local 
and main line grants . moneys 
sent to Mr. Arch Brown at 

were 
Blake~ 

town in the district of Trinity instead 
of being sent to the elected Road 
Board, and that was . done . upon · the 
recommendations of Mr. Mitchell, who 

. . . 

was defeated i11 . Trinity at the elec-. ' . ' . 

tion. ,This Mr. Mitchell after making 
a flying .. visit through Trinity district 
hop~d to be elected to this Assembly, 
and this is the man that people got 
tf> . C'()nsult as to when, . where and to 

. ' 

"Thom moneys are to be sent. I have 
no personal grudge against Mr.
Mitchell, but I can tell a story of the 
low, mean, . contemptible tactics that 
he and his colleague, Mr. King, re
sorted to in trying to secure his elec
tion. Ninety-five per cent. of Blake
town did not. vote for Mr. Mitchell, 
and that is the reason the local a.nd · 
main line moneys are not sent to the 
elected Road Board. 

Now Blaketown was . about the only, 
inland town we had up to .a fe.w years 
ago, and it has nothing whatever to 

. . 

clo with . the fisherie.s or the . F.P.U. I 
' 

was not depending upon F.P.U. votes 
alone for my election. The. p_eople 
knew I was serving them to the best 
of my ability. Blaketown . and vicinity 
never had an F.P.U. Council, and on 

' ' . . 

two or three occasions I have. in-
creased my majorities there. Why? 

. ' .· 

Because I . treated my constituents 
properly and all hands alike.. I did 
nof try to get large pla.ces like Win
tC'rton, Heart's Content or Catalina 
at the expense of smaller places. . I . 
treated all according to their needs 
and requirements. But the. humili
ating part of it all is ·that the elected 
representatives, Captain R.andell, Mr. 
Godden and µiyself a.re ignored, and 
the people of Trinity Bay have to go 
to Mr. Mitchell, the defeated candi
date, to have their wants and necessi
ties . attended to. And that is what 
the Prime Minister calls a sq11are deal. 
During the few weeks that this Gov
ernment has functioned under the 

' 

1£adership of Mr. l\jonroe it has · done 
things that have no prece.dent in the 
l1istory of Newfoundland politics, and 
I say that without fear of success
ful · contradiction. I must believe that 
there is someone outside o.f .this aouse 
\Vho is certainly dictating the policy 
of the Government.' I. can arrive at 
nc other conclusion because. I cannot 
reconcile my mind to the idea that 
i11en in this House with whom I . have · 
"\\rorked here ·would be partie:s to the < . . . . . 
n1atters th.at I have referred to this 
afternoon. . .. ,. ' 

I . am very sorry tltat I have to 
speak in this . manner . . It does me no 
good to have to spealr in a way that 
may be regarded as heated; but if the 
Prime Minister and his . colleagues · 
who represents Bona vista Bay · can 
give me a satisfactory reason ... why 
the steamer has been taken off Trin
ity · Bay I shall be very glad tp hear 

. ' . 

what they have to say regarding the 
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matter; also I would like to se.e . an 
',. 

opportunity . given to the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries . and the Min
ister . of . Public Works to inform this 
House as to what they . are willing 
01~ .. ul1 willing to do in connection with 
the. spending of moneys in the district 
of Trinity. 

· .. HON. PRIME MINISTER - Mr. 
S-peaker, I want to sa)· that I am ut
terly : at a loss to understand the wan
dering, disjointed, and heate.d - argu 
ment -of the Hon. Member on thP. 
(>ther side. I want to say definitely 
that there has not been a single 
member for Trinity District ask me 
for an interview until ·yesterday when 
Mr. Halfyard talked to me over the 
'phone. · There has not ·been a single 
niem ber that has asked for an inter
view, and there has Ii.ot been a single 
member that has ever had the name 
of Mr. Mitchell mentioned to him, and 
I have never refused any honourable 
member an interview and sent him to 
Mr. Mitchell. 

·MR. HALFY ARD-I 'did not say a 
representative; I sald a man from 
Trinity District-a constituent of 

• mine. 
MON. PRIME MINISTER.- ! am not 

aware of even a constituent that ha.s 
asked for . an interview who . has not 
got it. There have been times when I 
\Vas particularly busy, when members 
of my own district, supporters of 
mine have asked for inteviews and 

. ' . 

b&ve not been able to get them. 
.. I wish to say further in reply to Mr. 

Halfyard, t'hat the Ma~akoff is only 
taking the old "Dundee" route. on the 
Bonavista service. When I went to 
Bonavista the year before last and 
last year, there was only one thing 
that the people throughout the whole 
district said ~a me, and that was that 
ttley must have the· old Dundee route. 
back. Certainly I do not see any rea-. . 

so11 why these people should be de-
prived of that simply in order to have 
a boat running to Port Union direct. 

Now, the honourable metnber in
sinuates that our action is purely one 
of spleen, and that we want to put 
the lJnion Trading Com.pany out ot 
business. The Union Trading Com
pany, are up at the end of the railway 
line there, and gets three services a 
" 'eek, and because they 11ave not th·e 
ba.y boat in Bonavista Bay running to 
Port Union, they s·ay that they are 
being put out of business. I may say 
that if I had a business at Catalina, I 
would be only too proud . to have a 
railway service like they have at Port 
Union, and I would look for nothing 
more. 

I have lots of businesses in various 
parts of the Island \Vhere I have not 
got any connection with boats. I have 
a business at Fermeuse where no 
boats call, but I am· not put out of 
business just yet. I can find some 
other way of ·getting goods to · these 
places. 

We are going to give the people' 
every proper service. that we can, and 
ir·. that. way we are going to give 
everyone a square deal;· but I do not 
think it is a square deal to give every 
kind of facility to Port Union and 
nothing at alf to lots of other places. 

There is nothing more I want to 
say except that anything that is rec
ommend·ed to us by any member of 
any distri~t will get fair considera
tion. The Honourable Member for For
tune Bay 'vas quite a little disturbed 

' 

at the service being tBken off Fortune. 
Bay, and the members for B·urin and 
(>ther Western districts were ·equally 
hurt, but we have protests from var
ious other places, ancl we are consid
ering now a fair deal to all-a service 
that may take in all these places. In 
the meantime, \Ve felt. that the Glen~ 
coe and Portia were covering the 
same ground, and that there had to be 
some alteration; and if we do not find 
that the alteration which we are mak
ing now works to the a.dvantage. of 
most of the people, we shall try some- . 
thing else. 
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~ our efforts are directed in trying to 
give a fair service to everyone, and 
there is no · e'ffort-no . · attempted 
spleen against any ' district by tl1e Gov
ernment in ··this House. 

MR. LITTLE:~Mr. Speaker, in rep-. : . 

ly . to Mr. Halfyard, I do not want to 
say ve,ry much. There are more, able 
me1n than I .am, but when any mem
ber gets . up· on the flo·o·rs of the House 
to abuse me . for what I have done .I 
think it 1~s right .for me. to take my 
stand in .defence . of my right. 

: Now, sir, he sa.ys th.at it was through 
spleen that this was done. I say it is 
f:alse. I nev·er · he.ar·d . fro·m one of 
my· colleagues, Mr. Monroe~, ·or Capt. 
Winsor th.at · the·re· was a.ny way in 
which they were go1ing to cut out 
Port Union because o.f sple1en. I 
would sooner see Port Un.i.on go ahe1ad 
than see it . go out. Why? Because 
the more! merch.ants ,a.nd · the mor·e 
busin.esseis t'hat are runn.ing in this 
country., the bette·r it will be for ·the 
working classe.s. 

I say that Mr. ·Halfy;a.rd is wrong, 
and ·what I would like .to ask him is 
why was everythi1ng done in the pa.st 
Government-th.rough spleen? 

With ·reg.a rd to Trinity B.a.y, I think 
it is right th·at so·me steam ·bo·at 
should run on T'rin.ity Bay fo,r the 
benefit o,f thd·se peop·le. I be1ieve 
there, ·is something go,ing to be. do·ne 
in that ·regard. But as you know, in 
the ·p.ast fe.w years, e·verything ran 
to Port Union. No, I am not saying 
a word 1against · Por·t Union. · ·1f Mr. 
Templem·a·n, or any other merchant 

' ' I 

down there had two ·or ·thre!e ·steam-
ers· ·running for him and Port Union 
was ·not served, I would say it was 
w·rong. I sa.y now th.at ·it is wro·ng 
for Po,rt Union to ·be, ·serve·d by all 
the -steam.er's, w:he1n ·B,o·n.avista Ba.y 
is not ·served at all in some pla.ce·s. 

1 · want to . call the · atte1Iitio·n o.f the 
House to ·this-that during the ·past 
four ·or ·five years any place that was 
not supporting the side that ·was in 

then, w,a·s c.ut 'Out and igno·red ·· alto
gether. I should like to ask Mr. Half
yard if ·that · is ·· not c.orr·ect. · ·I should 
like· to· ask 'him to point o·ut one,, place 
that wa.s cut out that was supporting 
him. 

·I should like to s.a.y th.at we are 
tr·e,ating all ha.nds well u.nder Mr. 
Monroei, and trying to give them . a 
squa.re de,al . . Mr. Halfyard says that 
he, did not h.av·e m.uch to do with. ar
guing out .these matters ·on the 
ftoo·r·s of tl1e House of .Assembly when 
he wa.s in the Governme·nt, .and . ·I 
agre·e with him, because e·ve,rything 
was be·ing done without being .argued 
with. Everything wa.s do·ne . by· . the 
scratch of a pen. . I think th,at those 
people. whose name·s were ·in the list 
that ca.me . out the. ot.her d.a.y, show
ing how the money was . expended, 
will agree with Mr. Halfyard. 

Now, sir, this is the first time ·I 
have. ha.d .anything to say here. I may 
not be doing it right. I may be go~ 
ing too f,ast, or I may be going too 
slow. I lie . quiet for a while, but 
tnen when I ~o start, I am likely to 

. . . 

say to:o much. 
I would like to. call the· attention 

of the House to the fact that some 
time ago Mr. Halfyar·d made refe.r
ence to monie1s being sp·ent, and the 
people who wer·e go·Ing to spend them. 
That was ·partly why I a.ske·d for ·th.at 

' ' 

Bjll to come ·in. · I want to show that 
of the P·eb·ple who were ·handling · that 
money at that time, there w.a.s not one 
membe·r of the Opposition side. · The 

. . ' 

people who· got ·work · ·under them 
were altogether worker·s fo;r the Gov..: 
ernment. I ·know . of men w·ho we1re 
starving, and ·werit ·to them to ·get 
wo·rk, but were turne·d away, ·an·d 
would nqt be given a.ny work, be
c.ause · the·y were, not supporters. Did 
Mr. Halfyard make any protest against 
that then? · · No. Why? · Because '"it 
was his party. · But he is agitated 

· • no.w·, sir. . , 

With regard to the Government ·of-
. . 

ficials do,wn · through Bona.vista ··nis-
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trict, I wisl1 .to ~ay, Mr. Speaker, that 
•• • : . ··: • • ' '•1 • . 

they · ~e·re _cut ·not though spleren. 
Th~re is no cutting out of Govern-... ', . 

ment officials' through sp·leen. It was 
the people who· were th.ere first th.at 
were· cut out throti~h. spleen, .and we 

. . 

are trying· to rectify that, and put in 
•• '1 • ·- • • 

the best men. I can give instances of 
• . . I • ' 

people th:a.t were in· the light houses 
for nineteen and twenty years who 
were ; cut out .· with.out ariy pension, 
'w:h,ile ' p:eople ·· supportii1g· the other 
side, who·· Were only three four or 
five years were· given one. That is 
why Mr. Halfyard thinks th.at these 

' 

people are being remove·d through 
spleen. . I · can understa.nd him think
ing it . . ·. 

·' 

Mr. Half yard · was in the Go·vern-
ni'ent during the pa:st four years, and 
during tl1at time he has · built a gal
"lows·;· and iiow it lo·oks to me as if 
he is going to· ha.ng on it himself. 

M.R. RANDELL:-.Mr. Speaker, I .,. ' . ,.. .. ' ·' . . . 

would like to f?aY a few words on 
bepalf of my co·nstituents in connec
tion. with tl1e ·removal of that ste.amer 

' . .. -· ,. 
' . 

from the. Bay. It is without doubt a 
'11ard.ship· . to . the pe·opler on the North-

. . ' . 

. ern side. of the Bay. A sta.teme·nt was 
. ' · . " . . . . 

m.ade in th·is House a day or two ago 
that both sides of the Bay were serv
ed by the Rail way. That is not exact
ly . correct, because there 'is no rail
w.a.y to·uching on the P·O:in~s betwe·en 
Whitbourrie · arid Cla.renville, on the 

:.North.ern. side"· C)f the Bay· e1xcept with-. . . . . 

in several miles of the settlements, . . 

and ·fr·oin c .atalina the ra.ilway r't1ns 
to Bo·navista· Bay, · .and I think back 

.- . ' - . 

to Trinity Bay. · 
·Now. if · there could · be any sav'ing 

. . : .. ' ·· .. , . ' ·. . . 

liy taking the boat off Trinity · Bay, and 
. ~un~ing her o·nly on Bonavista Bay, I 
'should cert.a.inly sa.y it wo·uld be 
alright. · But that ship is go.fng to 
co.st Just as. mu.ch as if it We,re . doing 

·t:oth t;ays-. It may save a little coal 
.- when lYirig· up ·· ~ . . . . 

., ~ 

. HON. PRIME MINISTER:-It will 
•' :· 

. get mor~· busine·ss, 
. l ·' 

M~ . . RENDELL:-It may get more 
. ' . . 

bu.sjne·ss, but it will ce·rtra.inly effect 
no saving, .. so far as cost ·is concern
ed, and I conside·r that, if there is n-~ 

compensation, then the northenn side 
of that district. ,is not very well treat
ed after all. . 

. ' 

I would like· also to refer to the 
dismissal of Mr. Thorne, . the. light
l1ouse keeper at Hopeall. . Last year, 
when I was first seated in . this Ho·use, 
a question came: up before the Ho·use 
with reg.ard to the installing of a 
Postal Telegrap·h Office at Ferryland, 
and the two 11011ourable . gentlem.en 
wh.o represented Fe·rryland, objected 
stro·ngly to a Postal Telegr·aph office 
.bei.ng put there . . . . . 

MR. MOORE:~T,vo, not one. 

MR. RENDELL:--One. 

MR. MOORE:-We had one tl1ere, 
and obje·cted to .a se·cond one. 

MR. CASHIN:-We had one· there 
already, and you were trying to· un.
load · another one· on us. 

MR RENDELL.:-. I cla:im the right . . ' 

to speak in this House witho·ut being 
interrupted. , The ide:a was to put a 
. Postal Telegraph office in F 1e1rryland. 
There was already another one there! 
but the re:aso·n why the· objection was 
made was because the· pe·rso·n who 
was in charge of that first telegrapl1 
office, O·r the reason why the Govern
ment should re·co.ns:.i1de·r the matte·r, 
was that she had somer o·ne or 'two 
sons to the front during the Great 

' 

War, and I think she had _lo·st so·me 
of her relatives, and she was a poor 
woman., witho·ut any means of live
lihood exce·pt that office. 

Well, no·w, I was the:n one of ~he 
inember·s of the Government party sit-

. . ·• - . . .· . 

. ting on that side of the House, ·and· in 
the course· of the re·ma.rks _made .. by 
one o.f the1 honour·a.ble me·mbers for 

.. Ferryland, we we·re all called a bunch 
of slackers ,because ~ittin'g there we 
did not make any p·rotest against that 
be:ing don:e·. Now1 . l feel like sa~ing 
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that I am i1ot a sacker. I neve·r was. 
It · may be rather late in the day to 
claim it. But I am not, nor have I 
been. ·During the War I offered my
self, if it is a.ny news to a.nybody, and 
I wa.s to,ld to . go on a.s I wa.s going·. 

If that is any pie.a. against a per
son being turned · o·ut of office, I m:ight 
say that· Mr. T'horne's wife g·ave two 
sons during the Great w .ar that nev
er came back, and his wife went to 
an e·arly grave on account of it~ If 
that is · so, I thi'nk th·at this House 
should consider, as it was asked· to 
consider .a y·ear ago, a matter such 
as th'is. I think some one should 
take that into consideration. I do 
not think th·at there is anything 
agai'nst Mr. Thorne with r·egard to 
the working of the lighth9use, e·x
cept that he was a supporter of ·the 
party th.at is now in Op·po·s:ifion, and 
I really think that tl1e Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries should cons.i'der 
tl1e dismissal of that man, just be
ca.use 11e said, p·erb~ps, a few wor·ds 
in favour of my colleagues and my-

,. . ' ' 

self while we were touring that dis-
trict. 

I .might say a word or two on be
half of Mr. Mitchel,}. It is rather 
news to me that Mr. Mitcl1ell is 
managing the affairs of Trinity dis
trict, but if he like·s to do ·· that, I 
shall be· obliged to him. I hope he . . 
sh.all be · down there as o.ften as I 
·was, . and hand o·ut the dollars. He 
<';1.n continue that work if he likes it. 

. MINISTE:R OF MARINE & FISHEI:l
IE·S: -Mr. Sp·eaker, I rise no·w in re
'fe.rence to the remarks made hy Mr. 
Rendell and Mr. Halfyard. I wouid 
like . to a.sk Mr. Randell who info·r 'led 
h:·im with reference to Mr. T·horne 

' ' ' 

,having rtw·o s:ons and a brotl1e·r killed. 
I w.ou;ld like to know that just fo1· i11-

~ . . 
form:ation. I am here, to· see fair plHY, 
and I intend to see fair ' play. 

Now, .Mr. Half yard is still saying 
that he is not allowed to spend any 

.. rp.oneys. I am of tl1e same opinion as 
' : ' . ~ \ 

Mr. Monr·oe· ·On that. I saw Mr. t-Ialf-

yard o,nce, an.d I think I treated hi111 
k' ndly. . I told . him tl1at any . re~b1:i~· 
me:ndation he . made • w:ould get • fair 
c.onsidera,tion. All the other · men1-. , ' 

bers will get the same consideratio:.i'. 
I think . Mr. Duff was, dow~ t~ · $e•~ ~ :!e, 

'· ;., 

and I do not th.ink he has · ariytl1i11g 
against me o·n acco·unt of tl1e ~011ver-

• I ' ' 

sation we 11ad. ·. ' 
''. '' 

I am so·rry that I was . no·t here at 
the beginning . of Mr. Ha1lfyard's 
speech, beca.t1se it is not very of~en 

th.at YO·U see 1 una.tics around., . and I 
always 1 !ke to be present wl1en they 
are . around, and I · inay be llla.n1ed 
for keeping clear o.f this House-. ,~for 
being absent when he: was spet1king. 
I tnay say fo·r tl1e benefit of the me111-

bers 0 1f this House that I was a\vay 
because I·.· am one of the mf3:ipbe,rs of 

' . . . . ' 

the Marine Disasters Fund Co1nmit-, 

tee, and there have been three 111eet-
• ' I ' • 

ings hel'd which I have been unable t\:i . ' 

a.ttend because tl1e House wa.s sitting. 
Tl1ere was a meeting at three o'clock 
th:·i.s evening, and I thought it . my duty 
to attend, and that is where I have 
been since three o'clock. · Tha.t 1neet
i11g, as all this . House know, . l1as a 

' ' • 1 

good cleal to do with tl1e orpl1ans itnd 
w,idows of fishermen of this c·ountry. 
That is my explanation to the hono,ur
ab:Ie memb·er, if he wants to, kno·~V w}Jy 
I was not present. 

With reference to my splee1l ~gainst 
tJ1e lJnion Trading Co·mpany, I tl1ink 
I 11ave done more .for· the Union . Trad
ing Co·mp.a"ny than Mr. Halfyard has. 
I challenge Mr~ Halfy·ard or any other 
merr1 l>er of the Oppos1.-ition to go do,vn 
~n Bonav.ista Bay and ask any solitary 
Juan did I ever . make any difference 

' ' 

hetwPen a Union man· and a no11-tTn ... 
ion n1an. T'l1e trap was laid against 

• me so·me s1x o·r seven, years ago . . 

I received a letter from Mr. Will 
.Job, saying that the Fishermen's U11-
io11 of Bona vista; distr ·ct wrote ltp and 
said that I wa1s; turn.ing off . all lJnio11 
men ai1d taki11g on non-·union men. 
I knew whe.re it came ·· from, · and · I 
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k11ew it was not true~ and they wanted 
m.e . to tl1row my cooks off the boat; 
so I 'vrote back to say tl1at I di(l nol. 
k11ow a Unio1n ma11 fro·m any otl1er 
man. 

I got another letter asking me to . . 

exp.Iain, and ~ wrote back again. 
When I was taking on m·en I dtd n')t 
ask whetl1er they were Un· ·o·n n1en or 
non-Unio·n men. I tl1ink Mr. Joll \Vill 
appreciate tl1at when I say tl1at out . ~~ 

of · eighty-five men that I had clo·N11 
tl1ere that spring there were seventy
t,vo U11ion n1en. I think that goes to 
show that I am .not aga.inst th_e lJ11ion 
1..,ratling· Con1pa11y. Besides that, if 
you go do·wn · to tl1e · Union store ~t 

'Vrsleyville yo·u . '\\~111 find tl1at out of 
eight 11undred and fi.fty dollars I left 

11 '''0sleyville, at least seven hun<lred 
do.Jlars was spent at the U11io·n Trad
ing Store. 

· TJ1at is the very 1aist thing I . \Vould 
· <'v·e·r attc1npt o·r try to do, to· cut out 

tl1e ' U11io11 Trading Company, because 
ri u ·ith a · ii timber of my friends ha ' 1 P. 

n1oney in• the Unio11 Trading Con1pan)1
, 

a,nd tl1erefo·re I a1n prepared to· d·J a.II 
I ·can to 11e1p tl1em .. 

·I do ·not think it was spleen' to ta.kA 
tl1e ivralako.ff off the Trinity Bay route. 
She was on the Bonavista Ba.y rc>11te 
I , ' 

son1e years a.go serv: Ing ,a ro·11te Vil1ere 
Unio11 men as well as non-Union n1en 
'vere livjng I sa)~ it wa1s a wrong st~p 
'for · t.l1e ·Go·ve·rnment to tal{e the bo·at 
off lier old route fo·r the benefit <Jf an 
indivjdt1a.l firn1. I came up on tl1at 
·boat a bout six weeks ago, and I \\ras 

taJking to· the ca.ptain o·f the boat, anrl 
11e told me that 11e was afraitl 8on1e
time.s 'to go into ' some ports in rrri11·

,' ty· Bay because people to1d him she 
,,,r~ R only a, damn nuisance; and I 
l\.now · · jt js tl1e san1 e thing in · Bor1a.
,r1sta Bay.' Go down the no·rth si<l ~ 

' . 
·of Bonavista Bay and · find out how 

. . 

much fro·zen · stuff perished at Port 
I-, ' 

lJnion the first year she was pt1t 011 
' that service. 

\ : l spent · seven 'days 
. down there · my-

se;lf witl1 a.bout forty fishermen tryin~ 
to get a · boat fo·r Wesleyville, and tl1e 
north side o·f Bonavista Bay, and tl1'3 
upshot was that all these· me11's ri1oney 
was go·ne. I w ·111 give Mr. Coaker the 
credit fo·r giving them work in ··orcler 
to pay their board. That a.101113 is 
enough to s11~ow tl1at the propc,,sitiGn 
is not good. 

. . 

We have got 1so1ne ferry service3 on 
tl1e north side of the Bay, . and n1y 
frie11d the 11o·nourable · member for 

~. . .. 

Trinity s.aid that we ·11ad .a sple11(lid 
n1a· \l serv:ice by boat· on the north side 
of the Bay. I suppose 11e mea11t' be·~ 

tween Ne·wtown and Gan1bo. Well. it 
has to serve a good · many · bays.' I 
saw at tl1e start that it w .. as not going 
to be satisfa.ctory, because instea.d of 
giving the boat to somebody at New-
to·wn·, they gave l1er to some ' n1a11 at 
Wesleyvil1e. I hav·e fed about two 
thousand . p·eople tl1at came up fro:·11 
Newto,wn tl1at had to stay thera· all 

' 

night, because tl1e boat could i1ot be 
started that nigl1t. Go down a11d'' talre 
over my house for a month anrl feetl 
all tl1e p·eo·ple that have to corrt~ to 
m:·y· liouse through tl1at bo.at being; a~ 
We·selyville instead of Newtown. Tl1::tt 
'vns done purely and simply fo~~ pol1-
t ca:l purp-oses, a,nd tl1en yo.u get 11 _p 

11ere and chastise us for trying to get 
thjngs a bit righ~ tl1at you pt1t ht.t'-
tom up. ' ' ( 

Yolt referre·d to, Mr. Monroe. and !·n1~1-

self as horses. Now, I am not going 
to swa.llow tl1at do,,..rn. Tf ever = tl1ere 
was a cr·owd of ho.rs es you ar,,~ ·· on~- ~Jf 

tl1em, who· during t11e l;ist four years--

MR. HALFYARD:-Allow· lne !:o 

co·rrect that. • I never n1ade that statn
ment. 

MINISTER OF MARINE AND 
FISHERIES :-I may ' tell the h' ol~. 

nien1ber for Trinity that if 11e · i~ i)re
p.ared to sling mud acro·ss tl1e floors 
of this House there are 6tl1er8 who 
can sling mud too,, · · 

The service tl1at has been rt1n t11t~ 

past four or five years · n Bona;,~ista 
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and Trinity Bays has been no goocl to 
I . 

anyone. There are i11any places in 
Bona vista Bay now with · no mail ser
vice, and if you want a sample of dis
crimination I w.ill give you o·ne. 'l.,l1ere 
are two pilaces in Bo·na.v' .sta Bay, one 
c8lled Bunyan's Coove and tl1e oll1er 
Cl1 a,r:lotteto,wn; both places arE~ of 
equal impo·rtance. Ninety per ee11t. 
of tl1e peo·ple in Bunyan's Cove are 
non-TJnion nlen and in Charlottetown 
i.t is the reverse. In spite of thP- fact 

. t_l1at 'botl1 places are of equal import
?11ce _yet the boat calls at Charlotttl
town ever trip and never at Bun:yan's 
Cove. 

We. may not have common sense, anrl 
've may have horse sense, but I S'l~T 

that the party who loo·ked after i1nr1 
controlled the a.ffairs of tl1is eo,untry 
dur :ng tl1e past tl1ree or fo·ur years 
h~d no sense at all. 

A gain tl1ere is a service run11ing 
froJ11 N°wt(}\Vn to Gamba that would 
l1a,re been ai1 excellent service \Vere 
it 11ot for the fact tl1at the captain, 
\vho is a ,great Coaker man, belc11gs 
to W~sleyvill0, when the captain 
s.11ould belong to Newtown, the tern1i_-
11t1s. The result is the people of '\\i"es
leyville 11ave to tak8· care <Jf n111ner
c·11s pasisengers wl1ile the bo,at is lying 
up .at that place, when they sl1oulcl 
11 nt be t.11ere at all. 

l\/fr. Halfyarcl shoud be the la .. ;t ma11 
j n t.11 .s Haus~ to talk of anythi11~ in 
cnnnection with finances when 11is 
Government was gui1lty of squa.nder
in O' millions of the peo·ple's ntoney M . 

clttring their term of. o·ffice. 

. HON. MINISTER , OF . FINAN<_;E :.
Mr. Speaker, upon. t11e motio·n to nd-· 
journ I would :like to make a f P.W ·r0-

marks.· I do not blame Mr. Halfya.rrl 
because he says that he is 'vo,11nrl uv, 
it is good to see hin1 wound UP· o,cc.n,·3-

. io·nally. 
.Now I woul<l 1 ke to refer to, 11is re

mark that we are . slashing and cut
tJn g; may I ask. what h-e 111eani3, and 
.who, or what, are we slashing and cut-

. ' . • I 

ti11g? Why, if we follqw.ed1 tl1e. ex~ 

ample set by 11is govern111ent tl1e · par-;t 

tl1ree or four years there . would lle 

no one or anytl1ing left now. After 
' : . ~ . 

a 11 tha.t 11as 11appened during the pa;;t 

three o·r fo,ur years I can only . sa~ 

tl1at Mr. Halfyard is a bold 111an to 

express 11imself. a:s 11e 11as. Discrin1i
natio11 was rampant after the· lft19 
election, and people were put on t'1e 
street who had giv·en years .of faitl1-
ful serv, Ice. Up to t'venty-fo1u.r 11ot1rs 
ago we 11ad no intention to slasl1 
Coaker, and we did not slash him. If 
you accu1s,e us of slashing Coal{er llY 
taking tl1e Malakoff off the T'.i inity 
Ba.y . service we, in tend to, slash, as .,,,e 

• 

are certainly taking her. off. Wl1y? 
B -:cause sl1e was not wanted th-=~re. 

We a.re not half done trying to· r1gl1t 
the wrongs of 1919 and 192\J. ~'Vle!l 

were , dismissed, service1s were cut arid 
the wl10:1e of the serv··ices o·f the North
ern districts were made subservient 
to tl1e Union i1nterests, a·nd 111e.n were 
put in the civil service wl10 never 
should be there, . men who wer0 put 
tl1ere because of politics and 11othlng 
else. Mr. Cave, the late membe1· tr.)r 
Bay de Verde, put ~~me: of the1n down 
]n l1is departm·ent. Tl1ere are tl1ree 
of them down there now falling oirer 
themselves lo·oking for something to 
do. The taxpayers of th .. 1s co11ntr1 are 
not goi11g to stand fo·r providing jo·~s 
fo·r political supp·orters of that calibre 
a.ny lo·nger. 

Mr. Halfyard 11as no grieva11c~ at 
aJ:l. He sho·uld be the last man to at
tack the, Government. During tl1e la~t 
f ort)r-eight hours Sir Wm. Coaker has 
been befriended in a way that was 
perhaps to10 fair fo·r h'im and perhar>s 
not fair enough to the country, and 
Mr. Halfyard knows quite well what I 
refer to'. There is to·o much of tl1 !s 
"put on'' and mo,ck mode!sty pr·actisP.d 
by certain men. Why, if Mr. Ha1f
ya.rd ha.d his way three mo·nths ago he 
would be G'o1vern·or of the Pe,niten. ti ~ary . ' . 
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to::day _ and snugly -stowed awa.y for 
life~ · · 

It is aboiut time ! tl1at tl1is nunse11~e 
'vas put a stop . to; or else I will 11a,;e 
something _more to say -and p-rot)ably 
something that so1ne of you will not 
like. Why, -· I remember only ab<'<ut 
a year ago - tl1e Prospero was go-
ing North,, Dr. Camp bell was on boarrl 

' . . , 

and , th,e steame·.r was ordered p0st 
. ; .... .' . . ': 

haste to .Port Un on to land Dr. Can1p- · 
"·· r '. 

bell , and. then she had to come b~ rk 
to ' Tri1iity and land · her freight. In 
view of this it does not bel1ove Mr. 
Halfyard · to· speak ·as 11e l1as in tl1is 
116lise thfs a'fter·noon. 

••. r ,· , •• , 

. -~ -

THE HON. MR. C'RAMM. ::v.Ir. 
Speaker, I just want to refer briefly 
to some re.marks of tl1e Hon. Minister 

. ' . I . 

of Finance~ I ma.y say that fron1 i\'Ia_y 
3rd, -1923, to April 24th, 1924, I t~tke 

' ' 
an equal sha.re w1ith Mr. Cave in ayJ-

. . 

p.ointments fo-r Bay de· Verde D ~tricL. 
• 

Fear-ing, Mr. Speaker, that there lnay 
. - I 

be any misappreheri1sion by the· Ho\.1se 
·' . . 

as ·to a remark made by Sir ~T ol•Jt . . . 

Cro-sbie,_ I waJ?.t it to be undersl oo·il 
tl1at _in Bay de Verde there are no grJ· .. ~ -

ernment. o.fficials falling over ea.ch 
. ' . 

other. I ., think that what tl1e f.Io11. 
Minister me·ant was that there a.1"e - . . 

S·ome meµ dow:n at the Customs from 
Bay de Verde, but I did rtot makt~, tl1b 
recommend~tions for the a.ppoint 
men ts. 

I wo·uld I- Ike to say that Mr. Monroe 
11as done _ his , be·st in the p-olicy wl1icb 
he set out . to pursue, and it really is 
remarkable how welj he has suc·ceed
ed so far. Mr. Monroe has treated 
eve·ryone fairly and he has. giv3n all 
a fair show, and so. long .as officia.l s 
and civil servants mind their o·wn 
business and keep out of politics and 
attend to their wo·rk tl1ey will receive 
a -square -deal from Mr. Monroe; anll 
his party.· 

As regards th-e steamship 8ervices 
I would be pleased to l1ave a steamer 
for my district as well as th~ train 
_')ervice, but I know, as every 111ember 

knows, that a train S1ervice· an<l a 
steamship S·ervice fo-r o·ne d 1strict is 
utterly abs.urd. So should .it be witl1 
Port Unio·n and other places. T·hey 
should be very well s-atisfie·d witl1 011e 
service. The country can11ot afford 
more. I understa .. nd ithat ·O·n tl1e Bona
vista service as no1w pro·po1sed there 
will be, incre·ased earnings and tl1ere
by a sa.ving to the country is. 1~·ffected. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE: -
Mr. Spea.ker, I would like !.o PXpla ·,n 

that the remarks which I ina,de- refer 
to people from Bay de, Verde w110 are 
d·own in the c ·us:tom House. I (lo not 
cast any refiecti:on on Mr. c ·ra1nm 
w·hatever. T'he appolntn1ents that I 
referred to w·ere made, t'\VO· of the~n 
at least, befor-e Mr. Cramrn repr(~

sented Bay-de-Verde. 

MR. n .·uRF-lVlr. Spea.ker, I must 
say that the Monroe government is 
fortunate in having su.cl1 a Minister of 
Public Works. You are also fortunate 
in having young rnen. Some of the 
members on the opposite side seem to 
represent the "?hole country instead 
of one district. The Minister of Pub
lic Works looks out for his own dis
trict and he also seems to represent 
and look out for and attend to my dis
trict. 

My grievances ar9 that a man from 
Bristol's Hope was !coked after by 
the Minister of Posts and the man 
really did not belong to that settle
ment at all. Then again I object to 
the spending of the Road Moneys of 
Victoria by some per sons other than 
the duly elected Road Board. Thjs is 
not only discrimination but a direct 
vjolation of the wisl1es of the people. 

THE HO·N. l\!1INIS'l~ER OF PUBLIC 
WORKS-Mr. Speaker, In speaking to 
the motion to adjour11, I may say I 
very much agree witl~ what has bee·n 
said by the Hon. Minister of Finance. 
I do not intend to sa)· much at pres
ent, but at the same time I do not 
Vv'ant to be dubbed tl1e silent member. 
I am very silent until I get started, . 
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and I would not be on my feet now if 

it had not been for some of the. re

marks thrown a.cross the floor of this 
House by iny friends, Mr. Halfyard 
and Mr. D11ff. Thes'3 remarks have 
been thrown across the House direct-

, . 

ly at me. I wot1ld lik(~ to put myself 
r]gl1t with Mr. Halfyard and Mr. Duff. 
I 11ave not discriminated agai11st any...: 
011e. I 11ave i1ot up to tl1e prese11t re
ceived a solitary recommendation from 
Mr. ·Half yard, a11d I fail to see where 
~.1is · grievances with my departme11t are. 
Mr. Duff 11as · called on me on one or 
two occasions and I treated him with 
courtesy. Certain matters were ex
plained to him, and he · left apparent
ly satisfied. But sinco tl1at time he 
l1as ·been ,l1aggling · me with ·qt1estions 
in the Hot1se and trying to make 
something out of nothing. Certain rec
l)mmendations "1-ere made to me and I 
a.ccepted tl1em, a.nd in acting upon 
t11em used my o'vn discretion. I made 
an offer tl1at I would consider any 
recommendations made to me, and I 
a.lso told Mr. Duff so. I pointed out to 
Mr. Duff that his a~~titude w_as entire
]J a negative one, a11d since 11is visit 
I 11ave not received vny recommenda
tions from hin1. So I ,-vould ask, Wl1at 
is all the fuss about? What is all this 
d]ssatisfaction over'? My duty is to 
sen.d tl1e rnoney to men whom I feel 
sure will expe11Ll it properly, and to 
have this done I will al ways be pre
p a red to accept "'~ith this end in view ' 
and I trust tJ1at my acceptance of re-
commendatio11s will be in tl1e interest 
of the policy of the Monroe Govern-
1uen t-"A square deal to all.'.' 

MR. GRIMES--In rising to speak on 
tl1e motion to n,djour11, I must say 
again that tl1e Governme11t has not 
j11stified confidence jn their recent de
claration that they were giving a 
square deal to all. I again · refer to 
tl1e case of J\!Ir. Ge<). Roberts of Bri
gus, who 'vas ligl1tlrr.6per on the Lab
rador, wl10 'vas dismissed without any 
ref!~9P being given 11im. This indicates 

tl1at the Government is dismissing 
and appointing men for political pur-
1Joses and i1ot for any interest it has 

· f 01 impro,ring the service. To dismiss 
Mr. Roberts who· is now in the even
tide of his life, being over seventy 
Ytars of age, is a gross injustice and 
no good purpose can be served by it. 

SIR J"OHN CROSBIE-Did Miss 
Chalker take any part in politics 
\Vl1en you dis1nissed her in 1919, ·or 
was it because her father supported 
me? 

MR. GRIMES-I take tl1e responsi
bility for 11er dismissal, it was not 
politics, <Jther reasens were given 
wl1ich br•)Ught it about. 

MR. CASHIN:-Mr. Speaker, I have 
been much amused a.t the discussion 
of dismissals here to-day. Rleative to 
the case of Mr. Thorne, I might say 
my colleague and I have been trying 
to get a Sub-collector at Calvert dis
missed ~ut we ·have not succeeded yet, 
though 've think we have as much 
justification in having him discharged 
as there is for the re-.appointment of 
the other in question. And now I 
will go on and ask Mr. Halfyard why 
during the electio·n he, asked Mr. Rus
s_ell, . the G-ene·ral Manager of the 
Rail way, for the shifting of the Kyle 
from her regular route. Tl1ere is no 
answer. And then we hear this stuff 
t11is after11oon of political intrigues. 
Bt1t we 11ave also heard of the 
advantages that in 1921 and later you 
g.a.ve to ce·rtain sections but are not 
in a positio11 to give now. 

MR. HALFYARD:-We· are try,ing 
to· do the best . we can for our con
stituents. 

MR. CASHIN:-You cannot defe,nd 
your previous po·sitio,n as your case 
is a ve·rY poor· one. As to the moving 
of boats off tl1e co·astal r·outes it 
seems to me that formerly yo·u had 
very little to say on this matter but 
since you got 'in opposition you have 
establisl1ed a deaf and dumb school 
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and .. are· now- able, ,.to sp1e,a.k on it. In 
Tri11ity ,Di.strict last election you 
ma~:aged , to get a. · m.ajority of votes 
but if · you , have . no more to show to 
your cred1i:t . the next time than you 
had before, it strike·s me yo·u will 
make a ve·ry poor showing. Referen-

.. \ . ·' 

ce ~as been .made to-:-day to. Mr, Mit-
ch~ll, th,.e ~onroe candidate, and the 
use of posfe.rs, ·published · by the · Ad-
vocate in the electinn in Trinity Bay. 
Do you· of your own knowledge kno·w 
anyth:i:ng· of these circulars. 

' ' • • r. • 

.. Mr. Halfyard-.I know nothing of 
' them. 

. MR . .. CASHIN:-You should be 
ashamed. to c:ritize the present Go·v
ernment. , You also have been talking 
o.f the price of coal, but who can you 
thank for re.ducing it 90 cents .. a ton. 
Tell · it if ·you can. 

MR. HALFY1ARD·:-The 
Company was .I responsible. 

Dominion 

~R. CASHIN:-No. We . and Mr. 
. ' . ' . . 

Sulliva~ ·;. w.ere tendering fo·r it and 
the . Do,µi:inio·n _Comp1any offere·d a re
duction of 70 cents a ton but they 
had to come. to c .ashJn who figured at 
$6 .. 50 instea·~ of $7.40 and the.reby 
saved no less tl1an $63,000 to the cou·n
try. We forced you, the late Govern
ment, . to it, ~ wherl ·it came to purchas
ing coa.J. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to put myself on re<>ord as expressing 
the utmost indign.ation at the man
ner ir1 which Mr. Halfyard ha.s refer
red to the pre:sent 1eader of the Go·v
ernment, ·Mr~ · Monro·e, and to his 
insinuations as to being: r·un by any
one . . "But who runs t11e Opp.o~i.tion,' 
and by wl1om is h1i's . o·bje·ctidn insp;ir
ed. but the Hon. W. F. Coaker whose . . 

artjcle in the· Advo·c.ate pro·mpted his 
anta.gonis:in · · to.;;da.y. 

.. . 
,,. I 

MR. HALFYARD:-That is not tl1e 
case. 

MR. CASHIN :-I hope that in fu
ture, criticism of the Government will 
be conducte,d in a fairer manner. 

:,. It. -~was ... m0ive1d a.nd seconded that 
~ ,, ' ' 

·when .the House rises, it 
til to-morrow afternoon 
the clo·ck. 

adjourn un
at three of 

The House tl1en adjour·ned accord- , 
ingly. 

FRIDAY, Aug. 1st, 1924. 

The House met at thr·e.e· ·of tl1e clock 
in ·the afternoo·n, pursua.nt . to ad
jo·urnment • 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Mr. Spe·ake,r, 
I beg le.av·e to present a p·etition from· 
the. e·le·ctors of Twilling.ate. I beg 
leave to read the pe,titio·n. 

Mr. Ashbourne· r·e·ads the petition . 

I would like to bring this petition 
to the attention of the hon. members 
as this is a matter which needs im-
mediate attentio·n. The· 1 · can a ,1·s 
gradu.ally being fille·d up· with silt. 
During the past few years and to-day 
at lo·w tide and even at medium tide 
a boat can scarcely get thr·ough. At 
low w,ater one cannot get through at 
all. .This canal connects Tw·illingate, 
the env,i'ronments and seve·ral neigh
bouring harbours. The result is that 
men who go up, to the bay for wood 
and use this canal. to go ba.ckwards 
an~ forwards have often to wait for 
hours for the water to rise. I know 
myself that the la~t time· I went by 
wa.y o.f Shoal T'ick1e I had to le.a.ve 
the boat agro·und and walk. home and 
wait for three· ho.urs for the tide to 
r·ise. This is very ne.cessary not 
only for the men b-r:i·nging wood bllt 
for ma.ny other r·easons a·s well. It 
is ne.cess.a.ry for the men who have 
to go squid fishing. This Tickle is 
a ver·y easy means for getting to the 
squid fishing grounds. I ask that this 
petition be sent to the department to 
wh:i'ch it r·elates and r·eceive the·re 
care.ful consideration . 

MR. BROWN:-I have: much ple·as
ure in giving that petition my he.arty 
sup·port. I know very well the in
convenie·nce fe1t by the p·eo·ple there 
on account of thi.s tickle· not be.ing 
open at all times. I know that men 
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have to wait for a pe·r 'iod of fr·o·m 
four to six hours sometimes before 
they can get thr·ough. I give t:his 
petitio·n my full sup·p·o·rt. 

MR. GRIMES :-Mr. Sp1eaker I also 
wish to give this p.etiti1on · my hea.rty 
suppo·rt, and I wish to endorse all 
the remarks made by the P·revious 
spe.akers in connection with it. I 
hope that the· p·etiti0n w:i·ll receive the 
attention it dese.rves. 

· MR. DUFF :-I " 1 ish to present a 
petition from the people o·f Bristo·l's 
Hope in conne·ction with the Po·st 
Office wh·ich I spoke of ye.sterday. 
The petition is largely signed and I 
an1 sure that since the matter h.as 
been brougl1t to the a.tte·ntion of the 
Government that the Ministe·r of 
Posts will give the matter his co·n
sideration. Bristol's Hope is a very 
old settlement. It was founded by 
John Guy many hundr·ed ye,ars ago 
and I feel that John Guy treated tl1e 
place much better than the present 
Government has. As I said before the 
Post Office has been removed to a 
d.istance of a mile and a haif from 
t11e settlement. I .ask the de·partment 
to give the matte·r its careful con
sideration. 

HON·. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a 
Bill entitled "An Act to Amend Chap
ter 73 of the Consolidate.a Statutes 
(Third Series) entitled "Of the Dis-
em ba.rking of Paupers;''' 

MR. SCAMMELL gave notice of 
tl1ree questions. 

MR. BROWN gave· notice of ques
tion. 

MR. HICKMAN gave notice· of three 
Q.uestions. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SE'CRE
T A.RY :-In rep.Jy to certa.in ques
tions asked by the Leader of the Op
positi'on on an outstanding order pap
er., I might s.ay that I have- had a re-

por;t fro·m Mr. Russel, the · · General 
~anager of the Rail way to-day. Here 
is the report for the Hon. the Leade·r 
of the Opposition. It s.a.ys that one 
part can be . answe·red shortly but the 
other p1art will take so.me· time·. 

' 

MR. SCAMMELL:-I wo·uld like to 
ask the Minister o.f Public Works if 
he ha.s answer to question of Order 
Paper of July 29th. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:
That is in reference I think to the 
Road Boards of St. Barbe District. I 
beg to lay the answer on the table 
of the· House. I beg also to table an
swer to· Question 7 of the: Orde·r Pap
er of July 29th. I beg also to .Jay 
o·n the· table of the Hou,se the an
swer to question No. 12 o·f the Order 
Paper o·f July 29th. 

Pursuant to notice and le·ave 
granted, and on mo.ti.on of Hon. the 
Minister of Finance, the Ho.use re
solved itself into .a Committee of the 
Whole to consider certain Resolu
tions on the· subject of certain ex
penditures to be made under "The 
L·oan Act, 1923." 

Mr. Sp·ea.ke·r left the Cha'ir. 
Mr. Pudd1i:ster to·ok the Chair of 

Committee. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FINAN
CE :-T'here is nothing ve·rY much in 
these resolutions except to give the 
J. uditor General authority to sir.rn a 
cheque payable to the Bank of Mon
ter.al for ·a million dollars. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF ·FIN-· 
ANCE reads' the Act. 

MR. HICKMAN-May I a~l{ if tl1a.t 
one million cloll~rs is part of tl1e at1-

tl1orized Loan of 1923? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
-All the Loan for 1923 was au
thorized and this n1illion dollars wa,~ 

earmarked for this 8pecific purpose 
Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e Cha.ir . 
The Chairman from the Committee 

r~ported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred., h~<l passed 
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the said Resolutions without amend
ment, . a·nd recomme1:ded that a Bill 
be introduced to give e~ect to ·the 
same. 

On motion this Report was received 
and. adopted, and the Bill respecting 
certain expenditures to be made un
der "The Loan Act, 1923," was intro-

• 
duced and read a first time, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be . read 
a second time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Minis
ter of Finance, the Jouse resolved . it
eelf into a Committ..,e of the Whole to 
consider certain Resolutions relating 
to a tax on goods imported into the 
Colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the/ Cha;ir . ... 

Mr. Pua dister tooir ~-< the Chair of 
Committee. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FI
N ... i\.NCl:--Mr. Chairman, In respect to 
these. Resolutions I might say that 
this is a tax to be collected on goods 
imported by manufactu.rers to be used 
in the manufacture of their goods, 
and the tax is to be collected at the 
Custom House insteacl of at the. As
sessor's Department. The change will 
obviate considerable trouble, as rec
ommended to us by the Auditor Gen
eral. 

MR. HALFYARD-Ir says that the 
tax on Hour shall be three per centum. 
What does that mean? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE-That is the Sales Tax that 
has been on it all the time. It has not 
changed. 

MR. ·HICKMAN-Mr. Chairman, Be
fore these Resolutions go through I 
would like to make a few observations 
ir reference to the ·manufacturers and 
local industries, part!cularly those of 
St. John's. This Measure calls for a 
tax on ·goods imported into the Colony 
and on which an excise duty has to be 
paid. There are in Newfoundland at 
the present time a 11umber of local 

ind us tries. Some of tl1e.m are o.ver
protected and some of them are un
derprotected, and I think that this is 
an opportune time for this matter to 
be discussed. It is not my intention to 
go into the details of any particular 
industry, but I thin~r that every in
dustry and every manufacturing con
cern in this country should be en
quired into with a view to seeing that 
those that are underprotected should 
get proper protection and those that 
are over-protected should be re-ar
ranged and re-adjusted. It is neces
say for us to use in the. country all 
the goods that we ca)l possibly manu
facture, and it shot1ld be the duty of 
the Government to see that all the em
ployment possible be given our people 
by those manufactur1ng concerns. I 
would like to refer to one article 
manufactured here, namely, cigarettes 
and to point out the protection af
forded the manufacturers. At the. be
ginning of the present session I ask
ed the Honourable Minister of Fi
n.ance for some infflrmation with re
gard to cigarettes, a,nd I have before 
me his replies from vrhich I find that 
2 certain concern manufactured last 
year nineteen million cigarettes, and 

. it seems to me that this industry is 
very muci1 over-protected. It takes 
but 2% pounds o·f tobacco to 1nanu
facture 1000 ciga.rettes, and for the 
1nanufacture of 19,0·00,000 cigarettes 
i'> used 47,50·0 poundd of tobacco. The 
dut.Y on cigarettes imported into this 
country, including Sales tax and Sur .. 
tax, figures out at $14.60 per t~ou

sand; while on the other hand the 
dt1ty on the locally ffianufactured ar
tJcle figures out at $8.12 per thou
sand, which means 2, difference of 
$G.48 per t:b.ousand. T11us this tobacco 
concern that turnecl out 19,000,000 
cigarettes last year was protected 
last year to the extent of $115,000 at 
the expense of the pe0ple. of this coun
try. That is $115,000 protection on 
tl1e manufacture of 47,500 pounds of 
tobacco and which is mostly done by 
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. machiner·r. That, I say, Mr. Chair
man, is over-protection for this par
ticular industry, which is controlle.d 
·by a large corporatio11 in the United 
States and · most of the dividends and 
profits made by this concern go out 
of the country and into the pockets of 
tl1e people who are not interested in 
us. I clain1 that this industry should 
be looked into. While every industry 
sl1ould be given all tl1e protection pos
sible, no cne industry should be pro
tected to that extent. Sufficient pro
tection should be gf\'·en to any indus
tr)T to enable it to pay a reaso11able. 
dividend to those who have money in
vested in it; but the protection of 
$115,000 in one year on locally rrian
ufactured cigarettes ir; something that 
sliould engage the serious attention of 
every me:nber on both sides of this 

I 

House. The duty should eithe.r , be re-
duced and let the benefit go to the 
people who smoke cigarettes or else 
the ex.cise duty should be increased 
and let the country get the. .benefit. 
The ordinary man, perhaps, may not 
understand at first blush the iiffer
ence between the. excise duty and the 
imported duty, but let him consider 
that 1000 cigarettes is manufactured 
out of 21;2 pounds of tobacco and that 
$6.48 protection is gi,~en per tho:.isand 
on cigarettes whicl1 are made here 
and consumed by our own people. It 
strikes me that between 50 cents and 
~ '.. dollar per thousand, say 60 cents, 
is enough protection to give to this 
industry. I think that the Government 
should take this matter into consid
eration and if necessary before these 
Reso.lutions pass, or else take jt up 
ilfterwards and have that protection 
re-adjusted, preferably o·f having the 
excise duty increased. There are also 
other industries in this country rver
protected and making lots of money, 
while there are other ind.ustries that 
e.re .under-protected. Each manufac
turing concern should be taken sep
a ra te1y and gone into separately, in 
my opinion. 

I trust that the Ho1lourable . ,Minist~r 
. . . . ,, . . . ~· . . . .. ,. 

of Finance will take this matter . into . .. . . ... ' 

consideration and if tl1ere is not an 
. ' . 

cipportunity of a.ttending to the ·. m~t
ter this session, that it will :rbe · looked 

, , •.' • JI •,•,I I• . , •. . 

into before the next .session . -of ·' the 
I!ouse comes round, wh.ich., · w~ ,., '.P~~
~ ume, will take place in the ea:rly part 
f>f next year. . . . , .. ,: : : ; 

Mr. Speaker resunted the: Chair. . -. . ' .· ' ... 

The Chairman from the Com.mittee - . ' .. 

reported that they had consi.dered ~the 

matter to the.m refered, had . p_asse9 
the said Res.~·lutions w:rthout amend
me·nt, a.nd recommended that a Bill 
be intro·duced . to give .effe.ct . to .. ·the 

' . • .... :1 ·.• J 

s.ame. . . . . . . ..~ 1: 
On mo·tion this Report was - r~,G~iv.

ed and ado.pted, and the Bill respect-
·.. ' ' l .·· ' ' l ~;. 

ting "A tax on goo·ds iffip.orte.d · ·into 
the Colony," was introduced : and · read 

·~ . ' 

a first time, and it wa.s ordered,· th.at 
the sa1id Bill be read a second time on 
to·-mor·r·ow. 

Pursu.ant t9 notice and leave grant
ed and on motion of Hon. the Mi.n,i~s

ter of Finance the Bill entitled . '·'An 
Act r·especting the. Saliaries o·f Civil 
Serv.a.nts," was introduced and · read 
a :fir·st time and it was o·rdered ·that 

' the sai1d Bill be read a second time 
presently. . , 

Whereupon, with unanim·ous con
sent, and on motion of Hon. the Min
ister of Finance, the Bill entitled "An 
Act respecting the Salaries . of . Civi.l 

' . ' . ' ·' 

Servants" was read · a second' time, a.nd 
it was ·ordered that the said -Bill ·be 
referred to a Committee of . the Whole 
House presently. ·: · ·'·,., / ' 

Whereupon, with unanmfous · coil~ 
sent, and on motion of Hon. the.·: Min..:. 
ister of Finance, the House resolved 

' ' , 

itself into . a Committee of the . Whole 
' 

to consider the Bill entitled "An Act 
) . ' ~ ·, . 

respecting the Salaries of Civil Ser,'"'.' 
van ts." ., ' : . '• 

Mr. Speaker ·left the Chair. . 
. .(~ 

Mr. Puddister took the . Chair of . ' . . . 
Committee. 

. . 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair~ 

The Chairman from .. the Committee 
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reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pass
ed the said Bill without amendment. 

On motion this Report was received 
and ad·opted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time pre-

. . . ., . 
. ~ . 

sently. 
. . . . ' ' 

Whereupon, with 'unanimous ,_ con-
sent, the Bill entitled "An Act respect
ing the Salaries of Civil Servants" 
was read a third time~ and passed, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
engrossed, being ·entitled as above, and 
that it be sent ·to the Legislative 
Council with a message, requesting 
the concurrence of that body in its . . . 
prov1s1ons. 

(1) MR. RANDELL-Asked Hon. 
the Minister of Finance to lay on the 
Table of the House the amount of Du
ties collected for the year 1922-23-24: 
(1) St. John's Light & Power Co.; (2) 
United Electric Co. (Port Union) ; (3) 
The . United Towns Electric Co.; ( 4) 

Public Service Electric Co.; also to 
Table the value of goods exempt from 
Duty for the same period and state 
class of goods for each; also amounts 
received from Government for street 
lighting by each C·ompany for a·bove 
period. 

HON THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
-I might say that the answer to .that 
question is being prepared and will be 
r.eady on to-morrow when I will table 
it . .. 

(2) 'MR. DUFF-Asked Hon. the 
Minister of Posts the names of those 

' that recommended Mrs. John Connolly 
to the position of Post Mistress for • 
Bristols Hope, in the District of ·Car-
bon ear, and to table all correspond
ence in connection with . the same. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
-In the absence of the Minister of 
Posts and Telegraphs I beg to table the 
information. 

MR. HALFYARD-I would like to 
refer -the Minister of .Marine and Fish
eries to question 4 on the Order Paper 

of July1 25th, and I would like to know 
if -the .information is yet available ·for 
the ·House? 

- MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISH
ERIES-Mr. Speaker: I . might say in 
answer to the hon·ourable member for· 
Trinity· that the coI,"respondence is still 
in course of preparation. Meanwhile 
with your permission, Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to refer to a question ask
ed a short time ago by Mr. Grimes, 
member f·or Twillingate, as to why 
George Roberts was turned out of the 
Lighthouse at Manuels Island, Labra
dor. In the first place I have received 
lette·rs from the member of the district 
and from people all over the district 
dealing with the dismissal of Roberts. 
After having gone into the matter at 
the Lighth·ouse Department I made up 
my mind that there was something 
wrong, and to-day I have before me 
the records of my Department showing 
that Roberts had been receiving p·ay 
for two years for an assistant as well 
as his own salary. Now there is no 
such thing as an assistant to Roberts 
on the Labrad·or. I was surprised when 
I heard of assistant mentioned at first 
and I was wondering who that person 
could be. This m·orning I took the 
trouble to find out that Mr. Roberts 
got paid personally on April 18th, 1923, 
$120.00 for passages of an assistant 
two years previously. On the order 
for the payment of that money is writ
ten the name of R. A. Squires. Then 
on December 12th, 1923, Roberts was 
paid $35.55 for passage money on an 
order signed by G. Grimes. A similar 
amount was paid for passage money 
in 1922. This m·oney was not paid him 
for an assistant; but for his wife to 
and from Manuels Island. I might say 
for the benefit of this House that all 
Lighthouse Keepers on the Labrador 
are paid an equal sala.ry; . but there 

' ' 
are no assistants. If the honourable 

' ' 

member for Twillingate wants to see 
' ' 

this corresp·ondence he may do so. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Speaker, I 
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am sure the member for Twillingate 
will appreciate the courtesy done him 
by the Minister of Marine and Fisher
ies by undertaking all this trouble in 
finding out for him what happened to 
this man Roberts; but I fear that the 
Minister d·oes not understand the ques
tion that was asked him. 

Pursuant . to order, and on motion of 
Hon~ the Minister of Finance, the 
House received itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
.Mr. Puddister to·ok the Chair of 

Comm1ittee. . 
Committee of the Whole on Supply. 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE 
-Mr. Chairman, in asking the House 
to pass this Supplementary Supply ·I 
may say that the total amount is ·$709,-
712.52 plus $3981.40, making a grand 
total of $713,693.92. 

The $709,712.52 is as follows: 
Finance Department . . . . . . . . . . . 
Colonial Secretary's Department . . . 
Jusice Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Public Cha.rities Department . . . . . . . 
Marine & Fisheries Department . . . . . 
Agriculture & Mines Department . . . 
Public W·orks Department . . . . . . . 
Posts & Telegraphs Departmertt . . . 
Customs Department . . . . . . . . • • • 

Accountant of Contingencies . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50,730.70 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89,887.52 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56,835.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129,460.08 

• j • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1,400.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,832.48 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171,228.24 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137,000.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,968.50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,370.00 

'$709,712.52 

THE HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE 
-Mr. Chairman, I wish to explain that 
these amounts were o-v-erdra wn by the 
late governn1ent and some provision 
·had to be made by the present Admin
istration. 

MR. HICKMAN-Mr. Chairman, · :1 
would like to ask if there was a con
tract with Read, S'On · and Watson fdr 
their work? 

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
-Mr. Chairman, in. reply to the Leader 
of the Opposition I . Il)ay say .that there 

' .,. ' ' '·'· 

was no Contract .with Read, Son .. and 
. ' . 

Watson. There is a Bill to date 
. ' 

amounting to about $8,000.00. .. They 
.. /' . 

have been paid $4,000.00 on account, . ' 

in fact there was no more money 
available to pay them at that time. It 
was really for the Hollis Walker re
port that this Bill was incurred. They 
are still engaged at work and are at 
the present time down in the Customs 
Department. 

MR. HIBBS-Mr. Cha:irman, I would 
like to ask at what rate they are be
ing paid? So much per day or so much 
per month? 

• 

THE HON. MI~ISTER OF JUSTICE 
-That question -is difficult to answer. 
They are not paid by the day dr 1by the 
month. They are as you know · a · very 
expensive Firm to employ. I may say 
that if the inquiries are to go on, there 
wili pr·obably have to be some definite 
arrangement made as to the cost be
for·e embarking upon the work. 

MR. WARREN-Mr. Chairman, I 
may say that when they were first ~en

gaged there was no contract, they were 
only engaged for the inquiry that was 
about to take place. I received the ·first 
bjll just before I . resigned and I saw 
Mr. Watson and I understood that he 
w·as taking so much per day . 

MR. WARREN-Mr. Chairman, . I 
want to take advantage · of this op
portunity to speak with ·regard · to the 
Fortune Bay Service, · and · although I 
have heard rumours that there was to 
be a boat put on I would ask that 
something be done at the earliest pos
·sible ·opportunity. 

THE HON. THE· PRIME MINISTER 
-Mr. Chairman, for the information 
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of the hon. member I may say that 
within the'. next 48 hours there will be 

. something definite arranged. 

MR. GRIMES-Mr. Chair1nan. , I 
would like to ask the Hon. Mlnister of 
Marine and Fisheries if he has yet call
ed together the Fishery Board? The 
reason I ask is that the herring fish
ery will soon be starting, and in view 
of the great waste in the operation of 
this industry it is necessary to give 
considera.ble attention to same. 

T'HE HON. MINISTER OF MARINE 
& FISHERIES-In reply to the hon. 
. member Mr. Chairman, I beg to state 
that I hope to call a meeting of the 
Board next week, probably about Mon
day or Tuesday. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the C·ommittee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
certain Resolutions, and asked leave 
to sit again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on Ways and Means. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 

Committee. 
Committee of the Whole on Ways 

and Means. 

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF 
FINANCE-Mr. Chairman, I under
stand that the Buget has not been 
printed just yet, but if the Hon. Mem
bers care to go on with theit com
ments without same I am willing.· I 
hope to · have printed copies by Mon
day. 

MR. HICKMAN-Mr. Chairman, I 
think that it would be better to have 
the printed copies before us before we 
enter into any discussion on the mat
ter. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chai.r. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to ·s:it 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered, that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on to-morr·ow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Hon. the Prime Minister the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Gander Valley Agree-
ment Resolution. 

Mr. S1peaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Puddist'0r took the 
Committee. 

. . 

Chair of 

C101\IMITT'E OF THE WHO·LE ON 
T'HE GANDER V ALL·EY AGRE}~. 

JIENT. 

MR. W. W. HALFYARD-Mr. Chair
man, I w.ish to draw the attention of 
the · House to Clauses 5 and 6. T11e 
reason is that last year when we 
were c.onsidering the Res.o1utio·ns of 
the Newfo.undland Po·wer & Pa.per 
Co·mpany, a certain claus.e in the Pro,.. 
ducts. Corpo1ration Agreement 'vas re
pealed and a.n·other substituted tltere
for. The Customs find it very difficult 
to. collect duties on coal. The Solicit
or fo·r the c ·o·mpany, Mr. C·onro·y, point
ed out that there was a differen·ce be-
tween the Clauses in the Resol11tions 
of the Newfoundland Power & Pap~r 
Oompany, and that o.f the Newfound
land Pro.duce Company. And, as a re
sult o·f the, cha.nge made in the word
ing of the Clause the Comp.a11y now 
claims the right o·f fre·.e e·ntry for 
co·al. If the Government understands 
that the Gander Valley Co·mpan)- un
der this a.greement must pa.y cluty on 
coal, it should be made quite clear, 
anrl the Minister of .Justice sl1oultl 
cause the wording to be such, that . 
there :wo.uld be no d1fference of opin-
i_on as to• the interpretation thereo.f. 

HON. THE. MINISTER OF JUSTIC~I!~ 



-1\tlr. Cha rman, · l ·would ·like to say· 
tl1at Claue 5 · o·f the present Bill · and 
practically Clause 4 has b2en taken 
nR amended in · 1923, and the same 
tl1ing applies- to Clause .6, . so that~ ais 
Hon. members can .see, alJ t•he Go,~

ernment has done is to take 'tl1e 
Clat1se as · amended in . the Newfound
land Prod·ucts Act in 1923. · The t\vo 
clauses are a verbatim CO·PY of tl1e 

· J 92.3· Act. : · · 

MR. I1IC'I{.MAN- Is Clause 2 ,the 
: . . 

same? 

I-ION. THE MINISTER O·F JUSTICE 
-That is also1 a , verbatim cop·y. 

. · HON~ ·-'THE MINISTE·R OF' JUSTICE 
-This clause does not appear in the 
1915 Act becauS,e it is in th·e 1923 Act. 

. ~ . -. ... .. ' . ·' 

It was an alte·ration n o·r addition 
' ' +" '· • .. • 

to the Pr·oducts . Co·rpora.tion Act of 
' . 

1~~3. I. will be able to get the exact 
... .: . . . ' : 

wo·rding o.f the Clause in the mi11utc.s .. 
I . have sent to . get the private .i\cts. 
It is in volume 4. · I may say for the 
informatio·n o·f the Committee that 
these ·resolutio·ns · ar~ practi.cally tl1e 
same as the Fi:uniber · Agreement, ex-

r , . .. . . 

cept . that it . is minus . .the guara.ntee. 
As regards the exemption from tax-

:· . -·. . ... . . . . . 

ation. in Clause 2-.. that is a verbati111 
copy · of ·· the ; other · resolutions. 

. . ' . .. ' .. . ·i ' 

Clause~ 3 .. and 4 are· the same. 5 and 6 
are the sa'me. Clause 8 is the . same. 

.. , 

Really the . who·le. resolutio,ns!. are the 
• • •• '>'. . • ' 

same with the. addition to the ~gree-: 

ment .of Clause ,17 of the schedule in 
w'liich pr'.ovision is made· fo·r . the er-

. ·; : ' '• ' ,JI . 

ectiion of fish ladders. etc . 
. '·Ho'N.· MI.NISTER 'reads Clause 17 

. .. . . . . . .· .. 

of the . Schedule . . 

MR. - HIBBS~Is · Sectio·n 22 of the 
Schedu,le: the s,aJ:ne as the Humber 
Agreement? _ " .. ,. ':; · · ' i ' ' 

. . . . . . . 

.. H_ON. TH~ MINISTER. OF JUSTICE 
i • . . • 

-. _ N~. .That is ·· an · impro·ved wo·rrling. 
We·· ta·ke a ·little credit to ourselves 
{()~r: .. th~ · im-pro,vement ' in this 1923 Act 

-~ ---.. :_· ·:, .. _ ... - ·' -~ .- . . ' . .. . . . .... 

or what' :is called· the Humber Agree-
ment. ~ '' . ._ ,. . . I . 

. ' . 

Reads sectio·n. · .- - · ~ · 
I think that is a · co·nsiderable in1-

provement. Thi.s · measure , p1·ov' des 
tl1at Newfoundland labor s·hall be·. e1n
ployed in the co·nduct 0 1f ·th~ ~stab-
1i,shment with the exceptio·n of skill-

.1 . ' . ' ., . . ' ·' i ..; . 

~d labo·r whic}?. i~ . not .othe'rwise: ob-
tainable in Newfoundland. :i' think tha·t 

' 

tl1e amendment .is · a little mo·re pro-
tec~i~e t.o · the . ,pe~pl,e· "~f the country. 
9.f co1:urse w·e .· ~.re not . tryin~ · to r~k~ 
up old sores. · . . · · · · 

MR. HIBBS-I have no· intent on of · 
questioning what the Hon. Ministe1~ of 
Ju~tic·e juist stated with regard. to 
the imp·rovement in. the w·o·rdi·:rirg oJ 

• • : 1. ,,. 

thi·s section. But I do· not · kno\v . that 
it has go·ne far· enough. I . ca_~d.i(lly 
ca.nnot suggest anything better at tl1e 
present. But I fear very much that 
it' w 11 not meet with the re.quirerilents. 
l do not know to what extent the stor-
ies which we hear from the Htimber 
are c.orrect but I am le·ad to beliEve 

. that there is. dis1criminatio1n in favo1~ 
of foreign labor. I th.ink t:hat in eo11-
nection with · this agreement, · and 

: . 

w;ith the e·xample of the Humber be-
fore us that we should do ever:rtl1ing . ' . . . ' . 

humanly possible fo·r the protectior1 
o.f Newfo·undland .labor. It does 11ot . . 

define just what sho·uld be Newfot1nd-
land labor and what skilled Ne'v~ 
f ~un~lland W·orkmen . can perf orni I 
think advantage· will be taken of this ~ 
and that foreign labor wi1ll be bro.ught 
n. I have been to·ld by men wl10 

came in from the Humber that there 
are Ne.wfo·und·landers · oU:t ther-e \Vho 
are working on certain jobs · with for
eigners ' or jobs similar ·to theirs· and· 
they~ receive· thirty-five ·cents pie}' ho·u:t 
while the · '.foreigner·s are getting sev~ 
enty. . I think it is a disgrace. Of 

co1urs1e as I said befo·re I do· not kno'v 
a.ny better wo·rding for the· resolution 
and I w·as goi~g to· propose tl1at a 

. ' ~ 

commiss·ion, be a.p·pointed ; ,to . enqu.ir{~, 

into these matters. . . ! j.; ,, 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE~ 

- We had considerable difficulty to· . 
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get the . Qoqipa.ny to'. agree to this. · 

. . 

: ·. :":MR. • HIBBS-Now· we should profit 
I . ' • " ., '1; I " 'I. 

by our experience. I am not go ng 
to suggest" a miinimum wa.ge beca.11se 

·I fear: that ·the ··: ·Company will not 
agre'EL Bu~ I wo·u1d like to1 see: S<J111e 
s·ort· of legislation "' in this direction 
for th·e·. ·protection · o-f "'bur labo·r. I 
know that the Prim·e-" Minister's 111i11d 

··' 

s full of worry as to, ho·w the situ-
ation at the Humber _is to be settled. 

• . ; ~ . . • •··' 'i. ·. • . ... .. .... . 

I do not 'knO·W what· he is going to do 
hut: I think tha't ·now·· is · tl1e tin1e to 
-1 I . . :' ,· , " "" --~ ,J " 

take measures ·to p·revent re-occ11r-
reh.ce of the trouble. I think that some 
endeavour should be made to have 
·the 'same wages paid as are paid in 
·canacla and the United States. The 
I it •· I• 

men are engaged in s.imilar oper-
t •• • 

ation1s. Their pro·ducts are the same 
~nd the markets are the same. and .. -

all other tb' ngs being equal I think 
' . . 

that the wages .that p1reva:il in Canada 
and the . United States sh:ould also 
pr.evai1 in .the lumber ~oo·ds o·f Ne'\v
foundland. . T'here is no reaso·11 for 
tbe difference o·f the s.alaries of the 
men if the co11ditions are s:im~lar and 
I tl1ink they are. I think that this is 
a matter wh: ch should engage the at-
tent.ion of the· Government. I aln1ost 
VO•Wed 'whe·n I became cognisa11t of 
tl1e treatment which has been meeted 
o.ut to some ·Of the lo·ggers O·f my <lis
trict that if ·some s.uch mea:S.ltre as 
this were to · co·ine up in the House 
~nd if I were a member I would not 
support it, if there w·as not a. more 
c·areful provis.ion along the lines of 
protectio·n o·f Newfoundland labor. It 
only seems right tl1a.t the man \Vl10 ··s 
11~ally . the . producer sl101u1d get a liv
ing ·wage. However we ne,ver seern 
t;o: be able to d·o what we w·ant to do. 
B·ecaus:e we · are anxious to get the 
compran·ies to come here we hav~ to 

• 
give some co•ncessions and they al .. 
ways see·m .to . have the upp.er hand, 
and ·we are left in a de.fe·nceless .P<lS

ition. I merely c·all that to the at
tention o,f. the ·Prime Mini1ster. ·He 

mqst fee·l along the s.a,me1 I.ines. . I 
a1n not go-ing so far as. to say that I 

; ' 

am not going to support the agree-
ment but I th nk that the matter 
which I ha,ve. mentioned is· o.ne which 
sh·6uld attr.act '' the attention o:i: · tl1e 
Go.vernme·nt if . it has n·ot alreay done 

. i 1J ... 

so. 

HON. THE' MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-F~llowing alo·ng -the lines of 
remarks of the hon. member· for 
Fogo I think it o·nly right to P·Oint 
out to the House1 the very m·arked ·dif
ference of P·O·sition in whi·ch we. find 
ourselves to-day co·mp·ared to. the 

' 

candition Of affa.irs in connectio·n ·With 
the Humbe·r a.greemenit. The p·rotec-· .. 

ti on a.fforded N ewfo,undland ·la,bour is 
much gre·a.ter under this contract as 

·I have, p.o:fnted out be,ror,e, a.nd still 
further is our· position better in so . far 
as we have to, give no guarantee. I 

' ' 

thiink th.at there is some credit due 
this Go.vernment for that. I think I 
reme·mbe1r that it W;aS stated in this 
House that the Humber contract was 
an impo.ssibility · without the ten mil
lion guarante,e. Surely .if the Gover·n-. ' 

men t of that da.y co·uld only get th.at 
contract tho.ugh on these co·nditio·ns 
then the members O·PP01site· must ap
prectate the f.act th;;it we are doing 
bette.r to-day. This compa.ny is get
ting p.ractically nothing · from us. 
There is so·mebody who 1s endeavour
ing to create an . unfavo-urable im
pression. We will if the o·ccassi:o.n 
rises say more on this matter. -In 
connection w'ith the· Humber situ,a
tion at the present, I think ttiat the 
party influencing the men is supposed 
to be cognis.ant of the, difficulty of ar
ranging t,he other contract when the 
other· co,ntract was being p·ut through. 
I juist take this libe·rty of sp.eaking 
for the· Government in connection 
with thi.s situation on the Humber. 
We h.ave got to be pl1ain about it. The 
G·overnment is not going to be played 
with. T'her·e. is g.o,ing to be no poli
tics in connection wtth t·pe Gove,rn
ment's de·aling with the situation. 
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Any attempt m.ade at negotiations 

with th·e Company is going to be made 
in. an ear·nest spirit ·and · de,sire to do 

something to come to an amicable ar
rangement. There ·will be no exp'loit
ing of the Government, not that I 
think that the exploiting might have 
been mo·re profitably emp.Jo.yed. As 
regards the, ·matter arising out of the 
Hum·ber agre·ement it c.a.me fro·m tl1e 
Oppos:ttion · side of the House. I re
m.ember that the Leader of the· House 
said ·at the time · that it wa,s imp,os
sible to· do mo·re th.a.n w.as do·ne I • 

accepted it. I thought that there was 
an ho,nest endeavour · being made to 
do th.e be·st for the -Country. I think 
that honourable members will agree 
w'ith me, that, if, the c'a.se of the 
Humbe·r agree,ruent When the Go,vern- · 
rne·nt was giving a guarantee of ten 
millions of doillars the·y could n·ot do 
any thing more than they did do, in 
the wa,y of protecting the labourer· of 
this c,ountry, then we ha.ve done well 
in o,btaining better p,rotection whilst 
at the same tinie we ar'e giving noth
ing· 1in the way of a gu.aran tee.. The-re 
c.annot 'be any discussion o·n the mat
ter o.f mini:mum wage. · The compa.ny 
has stated its intention of emplo·y
ing Newfo,undland la.bo,ur whe,reve·r 
p.ossible. With reg.ard to the point 
raised by the hon. member for Fogo 
I think th.at that class of Ia.b,o,ur wo,uld 
not come under the he,a.ding of skilled 
·labour and · stnce that wo·rk can be 
do·ne. in Newfoundland the compa.ny 
will have the work d.o,ne by Ne,w
fou.ndlanders. The· company is com-

. ' 

pelled to emplo,y Newfound·land labo.ur 
except in the case when it is not or
dinarly O·btaihable in N ewf oundlancl. 
Finally the11, we ,are not critical of 
what has been done tn the past as re
gards co,nces,sions given ~tc., and we 

. d,o think whe·n _we have· do·ne better 
·for the country, that 1t 'is har·dly fair 
·for th,ose, who could not do so. we11 
under at least a.s favo,urable cond,i
ticns not to· give us credit for what 
we· ·have done. With regard to the 

question aske:d by the H,on. the .Lead.er 
o·f the Op,po,sitio·n I ma.y s.a.y that 
cla.use three is also a verb.atim copy. 

. MR. HICKMAN :-I would like to 
a.sk the Hon. Mini.ste.r . wh.ether the·re 
• • • .is a m1n1mum wage a.greement be-
tween the Government and the· New
foundland Pr·od ucts Co·rpo·ratio·n? , · . . 

HON'. THE MINISTER .OF . JUS-
TICE :·-No. · ... 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-· I 
may s,ay in response to · the Hon. 
member for Fogo that I discu.ssed with 
Mr. Reid the question of e·sta.blishing 
some ba,sis of w.ages fo,r the men. Mr. 
Re.id pointed out to me tl1at in the 
case of the Humbe·r a large, gua.rantee 
had been given by the Government . 
wh.ile he is fina.ncing this , sche·me with 
no gu.arantee at .~ill. I re,ally believe 
that · like the· Gander proposition 
every p:ulp~ and pa.per business•'in New
foundland will have to receive so·me 
concessio·ns to· live UP· to the preced
ent e,stablished · in the case . of Hum
ber co.ntract in order to riaise money 
in the old country for an enter
prise of this kind. I am in sympathy 
with the pojnt r.aise·d by Mr. Hib-bs and 
I may say the Government is try'ing 
to get the best pos,sible bargain to 
protect the labo·uring m.en. 

MR. HIBBS: -I' give the Prime' Min
ister credit for what has been done. 
I think I unde-r·stand from the Min
ister of Justice that somebody had 
be:en. · . . . . 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :~We wi1ll have much p.le1asure 
in naming him shortly. 

MR. HIBBS :-I w.as gotng to aay 
however t.hat I tho1ught that there 

l 

had been a gentlema,n's a.gre·ement 
between th·e Gove·rnment a.nd the Com
p:any for a salar·y f.or the men of two-
fifty a day. • 

MR. HALFYARD:-- Ther·e· was a 
letter from Mr. J a.ne1s to ·the Prime 
Minister agreeing to· p1ay two dollars 
and fifty per day for labour. 
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MR. HIBBS :-In tl1e1 light o,f our 
past ·exper'ience there ca.n be no doubt 
that twenty-five cents an hour is in-

. . 
sufficient. I think that some effo·rt 
sh1ould be1 made so as to try· to, come 
to some· a.gree-ment with the comp,any 
to get thirty cents per ho·ur for lab
our. I thi,nk such ah endeavo·ur wou'ld 
obviat.e the danger· o.f a repetition of 
the . Humber trouble. Conditio·ns de
m.and it. I pre·sume that prospe,cts 
are more promising to-day than they 
were la.st year and that would e1x
pla.in why they did not ask f.o,r a 
guarantee. Last ye.ar it was impo-s
sible to raise the mo11e'Y witho·ut the 
guarantee being given . . Now the pro
ject is good the guarantee is not re
q 11ired.. In finishing I w,o,uld like to 
say that I am in sympathy with the 

- ~ . 

Government in tl1eir ende,avo-uring to 
find ·some solution for the trouble in · 
which the,y find themselves. 

~ 

MR. GRIMES:-We should have 
the Minister of Fina.nee pre-sent to . 
know what difficu'lties have arisen 
over the interp·retatfo,n of a similar' 
clause in the Cont1·act o.f the New-. 
foundland Pulp and Paper Co. 

The Company offictals at Corner . 
Brook under·stand it to, mean one 
tl1 7ng, the, Customs another because 
a.rticles are not specified by name. 
Where agree.ments ha.ve been rea.ched 
on articles imp,orted and not n.ame,d 
in tl1e Newfoundland Pulp and Paper 
Co. Contract they could be· em bodied 
in th'i-s contract and leave no do,ubt 
as to what can be give1n fre,e entry 
or wl1at is .dutiab;le .. 

MR. HALFYARD: --Every day that 
questio-n has been arising. Every 
Company that gets gra.nts in the 
country is looking fo.r· co,nce,ssions. 

MR. GRIMES:-The Customs can 
easily furni:sh the information to. the 
Minister of Justice and the· alte-ratio,n 
i11 tl1e · Bill can easily be made. En
larging on the question raised by Mr. 
Hibbs as to what p·rovi!sio·n is being 
m1ade . to, secure labor a fair d,ays 

wage, I make bold to say that the Gov
ernment will be derelict in · its duty if 

• 
some machine·ry is not instituted to 
regulate w.a.ges and hours and adjust 

. ' . 
grievances ·· that m.ay artse· from time 
to time. 

We are becoming an ind us trial 
country. 2,000 men are, employed in 
mining; 1,000 more a.re employed in 
St. John's facto·ries, 6,000 are now 
employed in the intertor and when 
the G,ander enterprise· starts another 
2,000 will be working there. The 
number is increasing as more leave 
the Fisheries. In such . e·nterprises 
the experience .has been that disputes 
arise from time to time between the 
workmen and the emplo·yers. Strikes 
are resorte:d to which have in some 
inst1ances cause,d much suffering to 
the strikers and . tl1eir fami·ltes to tl1e 
Comp,a.ny and the· country. Elsewhere 
machinery has been provided in the 
form of Conciliation Bo-ard·S, Minimum 
Wage Bo·ards, Arbit.ratio,n B·oards and 
such like so as to avotd ·disputes com
ing to such a head. In England, Can
ada and the United States they have 
often succeeded in ·preventing strikes · 
by getting the, comp·any officials and 
the men to·gethe·r where by the in
fluence o,f expe·rience,d arbitrators 
they get to understand e.a.ch other bet
ter learning to know eacl1 others dif
ficulties, and becoming less suspiciotJ 8 
of each othe·r·s intentions and more 
trustful whe·re it is seen that honesty 
and fair play is real'ly, de-si.red. 

Take, England this p,ast winter, a 
serious dispute arose betw·ee·n the 
Dockers and the·ir F1mployees, involv
ing a strike affecting tho·usands of 
men. The Minister of Labor, T. Shaw 
used his good office1s and aff e,cted a 
settlement in eight or ten days th,at 
befo·re· meant a two O·r three months 
strike with all tl1e injury acco,m.pan
ing it. The same a.p·plie,d to the 
Tramway dispute and also the di~

pute between the M'ine OwnerR anrl 

the Miners in which :five hundrerl 
thous.and me·n were affected. That. dis-
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pute was settled without a strike, a11 

because there was ce·rtain machinery 

that could be bro·ught into use as so·on 

as it _was necess,ary. Mo·re and mo·re. 
is such m.achinery being recognized 
and we sl1ould be rea.dy to· recognize 
it in Newfo·undland. Such machinery 
will help men · to kno,w eiach other 
better and will surely though perhaps 
slowly at first . do away with the sus
picion and distrust so· mani.fested to
da¥. The capitalist and the work
ing men to-day~ to a very large extent·, 

' . 

lo·ok up·o·n e:ach other· a.s out to . do the 
other. Whereas the·Y should know that 
all have a c:ommon intere1st. None a.re 
indep·endent of each other and as tl1ev . ' . 

' 

are ma,de to understand it more and 
more they will recognize more and· 
mo·re the· rigl1ts belongtng to 'each 

. ' 

other. I therefore submit that the 
Governmeint sho·uld ·lose no time· in es-

. . . 

tablishing such m.a.~hinery in New
foundland to have this brought about. 

MR. HALFYARD- Mr. Speakl~r, in 
refere11ce to clauses 5 and 6, may I ask 
the Minister of Finance and C11ston1s 
as he ··may: not be conversant with tl1e 
particu:ia.rs relative to the co11ectio11· 
of duty on coal - to allow 1these two 
clauses to be deferred until he has op
portunity to take the matter u-p 'v: tl1 
the Dep,uty Minister. I know therP 
has be·en a. difference of 01pinion as to 
the interpretatio·n ·of these s.ection·s 
a.nd as has been intimated by several 
C'.'.n"'~ kers '¥e sh,ould try to benefit from 
experience. Certainly we slJould 
have the Customs properly instrt1ctet1 
so · tl1at they will not be· exp1ecting 
rev0nue1s. and find . ou.t that . they 'vill 
be d.·sappointed by not receiving a11y. 
I th:ink 'it would be "o·nly right to rle
f,er the p·assing of these claus0s ·. so 
that the Minister of Finance and Cus
to·m s co-t11ld take· the· matter up and 
get info·rmation · a.s to whether a11y 
_duty has been collected · o·n co,al fro111 
the Humber Companies. If t11e Ho·use 
decide's' to allo'v c·oal to be admitt 0 rl 
duty free, all right. ·But let there ·lle 

• 

no misunderstanding. . I - arm·. quff.e 
sure that Mr. Warren is conversant . 

- . . ' ,, 

W I 'tl1 the different opinions 'tha.t . ar~. , 
he,ld in tl1e inte:rpretatio·n . of tl1ese . 

' ' -

two clauses. We were· surprisec1 very ·- . . . . . 

much w·hen we learnt that the con1-
.. { ' 

panies under these t"ro c1ause8 said 
\ 

they , are entitled to free entry fo_r· 
co1al. Mr. Higg:ins recited C·l·ause ' 12 
of the 1915 Contract. The corri1la11ies .... 

~· • . ': . ' I. ~ 

contended that they can get aln1ost. 
anytl1ing ]n under that contract. No_V{ ..• 

. ': . ::' \ .. 

we are entering in to a similar agree_-. 
·'. ' . 

m0nt. We should benefit by cxper:- .. 
ience. If ·it is the opinion of this', 
H,ouse that tl1is company is t<Ji 11r.~e 
coal a.dmitted duty free, ·all rigl1t ~ But . 

--..__ 

let there be no· mis.understand]r1g. . •-

HON. MINISTER OF JUS'1~I(;E-. ~ 

What I want to· point o·ut i1S· that I 
do1n't think it· is p·ossib,le _to _ fc>rm . a 
cla.use that will cover everytl1in\P.;, , 
If tl1e Hon. member will giv~ it a l : t~ 

tle tho·ught I am sure that · 110· 'vill 
realize that it js impossible to 0num- . 
erate in detail all the th··ngs t11 2t are'·· 

. . I I • ' 

to be cove.red. In many cas·es thin 00 C{ _ . ' . 

are! impo·rted wl1ich it was in('cl11(,r'i'r-
. . ~ . 

able would be· brought into tl1e coun.-
try. I think 'it wi11 work o·ut a,11 right. 
There has been a little co·nftisio11, l)!If 

if there was not wl1at would U5 poor 
lawyers do. And after all ·s it no~ a · 
good thing. The Minister of Finance· · 
and Customs tells us fhat ' he has 
plenty of time · on his hands. Nothing 
at all to do. Is it not good then to 
give him something to do? 

MR. SCAMMELlr-I W ·0 1Uld ljko to . 
ask tl1e Hon. Minister as to Section 16. 

. t • 

I-JON. T'I-IE MINISTER OF JlJ~t''l'J(J1'.J . 
- Tl1at has been copi.ed word for w·(it'd'. 

MR. SCAMMELL-As to Sectio11 22, . 

I would l ke to · as·k .if anything is -be
ing do·ne as~~ to wages in this, conne:ct"'. . 
• ion. . ' . . . . ' 

HON. THE . PRIME MINIST'PJFt- · 1 : • 
exp·laine'd befo·re that· the Rei-<1'3 arP. · · 
anxio·us to · raise · ca.pita! a.bro,a.cl 'anti : 
have raised the point' that the l)!·ete~ · 

' 
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Mr. Speaker . re.sumed tlie Cl1air. 
Tl1e., cl1airm·an .from the C1Jmr1i ·ttce 

reported , that they had cons1idered the 
ma;tter to. them . referred, had p.assed 
the .· said resolutions witho1ut a1ne11d- . 
ment; and recommended that a Bill 
be ·introduced to give effect t<> the 
same. 

On motio·ri this Report was received 
and adopted· ,and the Bill entitled. "An 
Act fo·r the Confirm.a.tion o·f an Agree
ment between tl1e Governme11t ~ .11fl 

The · Gander Valley Power a11(l Paper 
c :ompany, · I .dmited,.'' was. introiluced 
a11d read a firs tin1e, and it was order-· 
ed ·t11at the said Bill be read a·. . . . \ 

second time o·n to-mo·rro·w. 
' : . 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE .. 
No\v tl1at the .Order of the D·av is fi11 -

• . '.I , • ... 

jsb ed, I would like to. as.k tr.e If on. 
n1ember fo·r Tw1jl:Jingate, Mr. Gr imes, 
\V}1y he has not given me the answer 
in .· writing a,s pro1mised yesterclay as 
to· tl1e cl1arges against Miss Cltall{e:r 
and her d 'smi.s.sa1 in 1919 fro1n the 
C.ivil Service. 

MR. GRIMES- It is true I n1ade tl1 i:3 
stat"'ment that I . would subn1it . tl1e 
cl1arg 0 s in wr,itjng, but I did not inake 
tl1e cl1arges aga.inst the g·irl. In 1919 
repre:sentations we·re made to me tl1at 
Fl1e \Vas perfo·rming her duttes un.sat- · 
isfa.cto·rily and I referred tJ1ese 

; > I 

charges to the then Min· 1ster· 0·f F'oi::;ts, 
l\fr. flalfyard, and I later le':trned tb u,t 
sh~ 11ad been dismissed. 

I-ION. MINISTER OF FINANCE --· 
I w.ill -not allow any slur to be· caS:t 

upon tl1is yo·ung · lady, ·and ' insi1iu~ 

atio·ns have: bee11 nla.de here that are 

not justified. He·r diSm1ssal ',va.s due 

to the fact that her' people · were. co~1-

nected with tl1e member:sr. of the, pres
ent Go·\rernment arid I intend to again 
bring tl1is matter to the attention or 
tl1e I-louse thougl1 t is . possil}le tl1at . . ' 

vvritten do;cuments whjch tl1e I-Ion. 
member . states were submittet}, to·· tll.e 

' . . . ., . . . 

MJnister of Posts 11ave sinc '3 bee11 cle
;St royed. · I intend 110\\rever to· i1avE.. a 
f.ea rcl1 made fo·r them. 

MR. BROWN- ·Mr. Speaker, it1 ccn
nectio11 with tl1e trouble · at Corner . 
Brook I · 11ave sent ,the following In\j . · 

s age: - "ALFRED PRINC'E, .· Ct · .. Pr ,· 

B.rook-· Corresr•ondence · bet,vee11 · .. tl! 6 · 

Prime Minister and yo11rself publi:sh
ed . . ·. I · stro·ngly advise you and · com-· 
mittee n·ot to lead men to do· 3nyth~ ng 
rash. Keep w:ithin the law ancl do n'J · 
da.inage to· property. Will do -ever)T
thing in ·power to , help get r11en's 
grievances straiightened out." · I 11av6 
been ask"d to go o·ut to the · Il1tmbe1 
to see if anything can be done. 'Ihe .· 
s ituation is serious and I W<)t1ld like 
to see the men get a square: ueal. I 
am de~irous of having the str 1Ie · ~nd

Bd and I W ·0 1U1ld like to suggest that 
a m.an from the Go·vernment side be 
fent o·ut t'o Corner Brook to enq11.ire : 
in to the grievances· of the · r.r. en ar1Ll 
r en·ort. As to the lo·gg1ng s·it11ation 
I hope this will also be fully e1lqt1ired · ·. 
in.to·. I l1ave se r n by the pa:pe·r8, l\tlr. 
Speaker, that the ·warsl1ip ' was be-

ing sent to tl1e s ·cene o.f the r.rouble. 
. . 

Tlt s, I think, is entirely unwarrant-
ed, and I hope the . Hon.. the Prin1e 
M1inister is not CO·nnected with SllCb 

action. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
am gla.d to know that the ho:norable 
member for . Twillinga.te is anxio·us to 
l1ave the· str.ike calle·d O·ff and that · 

' 

11e has sent a messa.ge to this man. 
Prince n,ot to do· anything ra.sh. It 
appears strange that the me·n,. ,:Wb,9 

' ·.·' 

' 

• 
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have originated the strike have not 

succeeded in getting m·o·r·e fo·r tl1e 

strikers. I believe the strike has 
emanated from a pla.ce called the 
White House .and is purely a political 
mo·Ve· to cause tro1uble for· th.e Go·v
ernment. I do not say that Mr. 
Bro·wn is implicated in the· movement 
and I c1ann,ot pr·o.ve it, but I have rea
son to think that such is tl1e case. As 
far as Mr. Prince is c10 1ncerned I do 
not kno·w who he is and the1refore I 
was i1ot called upon to reply to him. 

' 

When the members no·w in Opp·ositi-o·n 
were in P·O·wer they · fixed tl1e r·ate of 
pay fo·r workers o·n the Humber at 
$2.50 per day for ~:11 time, but no.,v 
they seem to b.ave sent a ma.n to . 
Corner· Brook to a.git.ate and arouse 
those ho·nestly seeki.ng a living the1re 
to strike. With Sir W. F. Coake·r 
figuring largely in the a.ffair .it lo·o·ks 
vety much like a political movement 
and I · believe if ther·e were to be no 
election in Bonavista in the F'all there 
would have been no strike at Co.rner 
Bro·ok to-d.ay. It is simply a mo·ve to 
down the Government. In reply to 
the me.ssage of Mr. Prince I have sent 
the follo·wing answer:-"In vie1w of 
~rour insulting messages, am not g·o1ing 
to follo·W your advice." On the other 
side Mr. Alex.ander o·f the Armstrong 
Company s.tates that the wages c·o·u'ld 
not be increased .and wanted to co1me 
over here to· St. John's to 1interview 
me. I have wir·ed him that it was no 
use fo·r him to, come 11e·re· unless pre
pared to make some co·nces.sio·n with 
respect to· w.ages. I cannot belie1ve 
the· Oppo.sitio·n is sincere· in their ad- . 
vocacy ·of the· striker·s as I am satis
fied the whole thin~ ha.d been rigged 
to make1 trouble fo·r the Government 
and to get Co·aker back to P·O·wer. Mr. 
Prince· by his threatening messages 
forces us to 1ake step·s to protect 
the property in which the county has 
$10,000,000 .at stake, th·o·ugh it may 
not be, nece,ss.ary to send the war·ship 
there, or to land a crew if she sho·uld 
p·roceed there . 

MR. BROWN: - To · the best of my . 
knowledge I d·o, not believe· that this 
strike originate1d fro·m the· Wl1ite 
House or was ever discussed there 
and I deny the charge that I had any
th.ing to do with its promotio·n. I 
h.ad no mo·re, to do· with it than you 
11ad and yo·u may yet have to take 
your charges back. I know notl1 jng 
of Mr. Monroe's insinuatio·ns. 

MR. SCAMMELL:-I w'ish to ·CO·n
firm the! denial o.f Mr. Br·o·wn as to 
any knowledge of the strike till to
da)r. I live with him at the White 
House. and do not see how · 11e could 
have be1en the o·riginat·o·r of the strike. 
On.e man there who discussed labour· 
troubles was Hr. Humbe·r from Bell 
Island. I take it that up in that area 
there are hundreds o·f men fro.m the 
North who are friends of Sir William 
Coaker. Don't get the imp·ression 
that, because one district went by 
in the last election, that Co,aker has 
no· frie1nds le·ft in the N·o·rth. He has 
a great many. When he needs them. 
they will be; found. Co·aker is a tried 
and truste·d friend of these men and 
it is only natural th.at the1Y should . 
app1eal to him in the· ho·ur of their 
trcuble as they are undoubtedly an
xious to explore every avenue of as
sistance possible. 

MR. BROWN:-Mr. Spe.aker, I be
lieve that the Prime Minister in his 
rem.a.rks said that Mr. Prince w.as a 
relative of mine. I do not kno·w wher0 .. 
the Prime Minister g·o·t the ide·a, but 
it is the first time that I realised that 
Prince was a relaive of mine, or that 
I knew a.nything abo,ut h'im be·yonrl 
four ye:a.rs .ago·, saying good afternoon 
t 0 . him as he pa.ssed by. That is the 
only · tjme I have e1Ve·r spo·ken to him 
I believe. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
Mr. Speaker, I cannot tell Br. ~rown 
where I got the· information, bl1t T 

apologize if the statement is incorrect. 
I was told that Alfr·ed Prince' was a 
cousin of Mr. Brown's. If· it is incor-
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rect, I take it back and ap·ologize. 

MR. HICKMAN :-Mr. . Speaker, I 
was so·rry th.at this should 11ap·pen tl1is 
afternoon-th.at the Prtme Minister 
should . get on the floo·r o·f the· House, 
and .addre.ss the1se remarks to the Op
position p.a.rty. I am th.e Le.ader o.f 
this Pa.rty, and wl1en he accuse.s the 
party, he include·s me. He says that 
I am party· to the strike at the Hum-
'ber. I want to tell the Prime Minis
ter th.at I am not. I never he:a.rd of 
it till I saw i.t in the p.ap:e·rs. I did 
not know that Mr. Bro·wn w.as implic
ated. I was never at the White 
House in my life, and I do not know 
anything at all about the strike at 
the Humbe·r. I am not to be includ
ed in any of the insinu.ations that are 
thr·o1wn across at this side of the 
House, and I think the Prime· Minis
ter sho·uld name the partie·s whom 
he thinks are· instrume·ntal or im
plicate1d in h1aving a strike at the 
H11mber, because it is unfair to us 
011 tl1is side of the House who are not 
implicated to1 have the·sei insinu.ations 
thrown acro.ss at. us. 
' · I do not kno·w what the· members 
o.f p.revi.o.us Gove·rnments h:ave done, 
but there are· so·ine of us he·r·e on this 
side of the House-Mr. Duff, Mr. Ash
bourne a.nd myself at .a.ny rate-who 
never had any conne·ctjo·n with old 
p.arties, e·ither that of Sir Richard 
·squires, o·r Mr~ Warren; and we d·n 
not want to shoulder the blame of 
anything s.aid O·n the Go1vernme·nt side 
of th.e: House· then. I think the Prime 
Mjnister is very unfair, and be 
sh·O·u1d state the names of tho·se whom 
11e thinks a.re implicated in the strike 
at the Humber, be,cause, as I said be
fore, I am not implic.a.ted. 

It is not my desire to have strjkes 
at all, and everything that I possibly 
can do to help o·ut the1 P'r'ime Minister 
in a.ny motion th.at he brings be.fore 
this Ho·use· that is in the interests o.f 
the country, I sha.Jl do. There is 
nothing that I c.an gain by being im
plicateid in a strike of that nature. 

MR. GRIMES :-Mr. Speaker, I ai11 
rather surprised to hear tl1e Pre1ni<~r 

attack lny cc•lleague, Mr. Brown, anrl 
cha.rging l1irn as one of the origina
tors of the strike at Corner Bro0k 
for political purposes. He says lie 
believes it, and also says that he can
not prove it. I have known Mr. Brown 
for nearl:y tvro years and have a fate 
idea of his views on the labor ques
tion. From what I know of hin1, I 
have concluded that he is neithe·r a11 
Extremist nor a Bolshevik. He l1as 
stated on more tha11 one occasion 
that he recognizes tha.t there are two 
sides to a dispute, and that tl1e Co1r .. -
pany's position has to be considered. 
as well as the men's position. Co11-
sequen tly I do not think that Mr. 
Brown \Voulcl be a party to a stril<e 
until ever~, other resource short of it 
had been uaed. Speaking for myself, 
I ha.ve to say I kne'v nothing abottt 
it until I read it in the newspape·r8, 
and I tl1inlr the rest of those on tl1is 
side of the House will say the same. 
Tl1e Premier's attack is therefore un
justifiable ai1d he should retra_, ct his 
statement. As I know nothing about 
the strike or its causes, I am not able 
to com·ment upon it, but this I will 
say, that it should teach tl1e Govern
ment a lesson. When there is no 
Board to deal with labor disputes to 
which employers or employe.es can 
appeal the grievances culminate in a 
strike, where, if a Conciliation Boa:·d 
existed, it 1r1ight have been avoided, 
But the Pre1nier hits back that 011r 
own interests in labor questions is 
for tl1e political capital we can nlal..:e 
out of it, and that is our object at 
the pi esent time. It is untrue, and I 
want to tell this House that thoc;e 
who sit on tl1is side of. the House are 
as much concerned about tl1e welfare 
of the. cou11try as ft.nyone sitting on 
the other side. This is no time t0 
play politics. When men will threat
en that if their grievances are nDt 
remedied tl1ey will burn and des troy 
property, it is our duty to demand nf 

• 
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the Gove.~ll:1nent that it act :·promptly 

. and avert such a threatening danger. 

To reply t0 the men haugh~ily, ta 

ignore. their requests or . 1Jema11cls 

does not cure the trouble but aggra
vates it, an<l the Premier should k·nt1\\r 
tl1at ·men i11 tl1e heat of . a · moment 
will often say tl1ings .wl1ich on second 
thought tl1ey 'vould ,n.ot say. It ap
plies to all classes alike. He should 
therefore G\'E•rlook tl1at feature of it 
and sencl a co1nmission to investigat-3 
the tro11ble Dnd make a .. report at the 
earliest. Ever~r effort should be 
ma.de t1J cor1ciliate. When you ig
nore tl1ese troubles it shows indiffer-

. ence. What happens? ··The me11 re
gard it a.s a11 evidence. that those i11 
charge of the Gover11ment are alwavs 

~ 

on the sitlc of capital a.nd against 
labor. The longer )'·ou n1anifest i11-

difference t1 their condition the m'Jre 
clo they nurse tl1eir feelings of re
sentment. Countries where sucl1 i11-
difference l~as prevailed h:a,.s found 
themsel,res vvjth a re,roJution on th0ir 
hands ~tn. d all the evil consequences 
that follo\v, and "re should learn l1y 
tlie experie1ice of others. I therefore. 
urge t1pon t11e Government to pr'">-
1note the 1pjrit of har1nony and go<>d
wi11. 'vhicl1 ca.n only be done . by .get
ting the tvvo sides togetl1er. It is r~
markable '"l1at good can be acc01n
plished 'vJ1en this is do11e, anq both 
sides are ready to ~ive due co11sider-

• I ' ' • 

atic)n to ~~11 t~ 'velfare of each otl1er. 
·Diffict1lties soon disappear and trol.l
ble is rem<JV.Bd. You 11ave preced.ent 
for that. \Vl1 en a strike took l>l~t .. ~e 

· in thjs city a few yea,rs ago betw~en 
tl1e Reid Ne,;\,rfoundland Compa,ny aJ1cl 
t11eir employees, there . 'vere tintes 
when it as'5umed a very dangero.t1s 
a.spect. ·Tl10 Government of Sir vVm. 
·Lloyd very 'visely decicled ·· to step in, 
and appointed Sir Michael (;asl1t.1, 
tl1e present Mjnister of Finance, and 
Sir Wn1. Coaker · to · enquire into ·tl1e 
dispute, witJ1 what result, that tbey 
~qc;c;e.e.ded in ~etting the Company. ~o 

• 

meet ·the , n1en's: representatives · a11d 
tl1e strike ended satisfactory to all . 

SIR JOHI~ CROSBIE:-What .,.did 
your Gover11ment do in . the . Marcl1 
strike? w·11at increase of .. wages . did 
you get? You are . tired of :· kid\ling 
people. We do not 'vant that job. 

MR. GRll\,~ES :-I am sorry that 
Mr. Warre11 is not · 11.ere to give the 
history con11ected ~vvith the Marcl1 
strike. I can · relate' what I · kno\V. 

· When it tooli place l\fr. Warren, 'vl10 
was tl1en Prime Minister, telegraph-

.~ .. . 

ed to the m·(~n to appoint a repres311-
tative and Ee11d him to St. John's to 

, 

confer witl1 11i1n, the Prime Minister. 
on the mattr-,rs in dispute. This v1as 
done. The men selected Mr. Thom.p
son, a nativ·e of Ba.y Roberts. He 
conferred \Vitl1 Mr. Warren a.nd Sir 
Wm. Coaker, and in about 48 11ours .. 
the strike was over. Concessio11s 
were made by t,he Company at De2r 
Lake. Boar•l, instead of being charg
ed one dollar per tla)'~, was to be 
seventy-five cents. Better hospital 
accom1nodati()n was to · be proviclecl, 

. . 

the inen 'vere to be paid fortnightly 
.instead of 1nontl1ly, and the question 
of wage. increase was to be held over 
for consideration until tl1e manager 
arrived fro1n E'ngla.nd during the 
summer. 

MR~ ASHBOlJRNE :-Mr. Speal(;~r, 

tl1e lead.er CJf the Opposition a i~'v 

minutes a.go referred to himself, l\ir. 
D;uff and n1yself as three members 011 
this side (Jf tl1e Hot1se who l1ad 110 
association "\\rith the last Governme11t, 
but who !ia,re been included in t~er-

.· tain re1narlrs made by the otl1er :'id.e 
of the HotlSt-) with regard to the pol
icy of the pnst Government. 

Now, I tb.ink that is rather unfair 
to us to sa~y that we of the .Opposi

. tion are 1ill, so · to speak, part of tl1e 
same crowcl, and that we ·are .respo:p
sible for tl1ings over wl1ich we ·had 
no control. - . ... 

' 

Speaking of the Hu111ber strike, I 
was very sorry tQ read these tele ... 

• 
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grams in tl10 ·paper tl1is morning, · a,nd 
I regret very , much' that these tele
grams sho11ld .· pa,ss o,ver ·the wires in 
Ne,:vfo1l1i dleJrcl~ · It· does not speak 
very >well :1in'r ' 1US 1 and tnay go, against 
us in foreign cou11tries, and that is 
particularly had, because we are t :cy~ 

.· ',. . ~ .. 

ing to interest foreign capital to 
come 11ere and make investments. 

' ' . ' 

I , wou\d lil{e to disclaim alJ know
ledge ,of an:ything with regard to this 

·Humber strike, . but I feel that, the 
Governm e:1t would be acting wisely 
in followin~ the advice of Mr. Grimes. . . . 

Sfnce I have known Mr. Grimes, ancl 
' ' j . • • • . • 1 

11a,re had an opportunity of studying 
. hin1., I have becom'e to feel that .he is 
a stude1:1t '' :· of labor 111atters, and al so 

. of certa.i11 sociaJistic problems, and 
perhilps I may say that he is quite an 
authority on these matters. I do 11ot 
say tl1at 1\!Ir. Grimes · is a Socialist. 
Perhaps so1ne of us may be idealists, 
but I belie\re that when Mr. Gri1nes . . . 

is speaking 11e speaks as one '.vho 
. lrnows. He lrnows wl1at he is talki11g 
about. because he has studied condi
tions in lalJor i11 Ne,vfoundland, Eng
land, .. A.n1erica and also in Russia. 

I tl1ink the Government shot1ld tal{e 
, a hand · in d<~aling with tl1is situation 
at the Hun1ber. Perhaps they i11ay 
1Je abl.e to . ·io something if_ they inter
fere. ·. I . certa.inly think they shoul(l 
att.empt to clo sometl1ing, otherwise it 

••• p :' .' ,/ • • ' i . ' .. 

inay · grow to ' more serious propor-
tions. 

I hope I a1ri riot taking up too mucl1 
of · the time of this H·ouse, but I co 
not like these insinuations to be flung 
across at this side ~f the House, . an cl 
I do t\ot like to be told that we are 
dummies over 11ere. Some of us ha ... 1e 
not been in t:l1is House very long, and 

· pe1:.11aps we • are moving very slowly, 
· brit I think'' tl1at we can show that \Ve 

' . 
'. a're ouf to ''(lo what' WO can · for tho 
. country, i .nd '; tha:t we speak sincere
ly. Personally I think that th·3re 

"should be no more lnud slinging. I 
,,, ,do , .not believe in. it. , 

HON. }tIR. I.JONG :- Mr. Speaker, 
tl1e hon. nte1nber for St. Barbe ·11as 
rea.d to us a, quotatio·n from the Eve:n
ing Telegra1n i11 connection witl1 tl1e 
Ht1mber ,3trjl{e. I would like to ask 
the 11011. ge11tJeman if he is connected 
'vith tl1e EJve11ing Ad,ro.cate, and if 11e 
has read the editorial to-night. If 
that editorial is not Bolshevik I llo 
not kno'v vri1&1t else it is. 

I am. sure that we a.re all interested 
in trying to settle up tl1is labor situ
ation at the Humber, but I feel tha.t 
the Prime Minister has taken the 
right stanil in the matter in what he 
has said this afternoon. I feel tl1at 
he has tal{eJ1 ·the right attitude, and 
I admire the stand that he has taken, 
and when i11en lilre Prince or any 
other man in this country would turn 
round a11d se11d such insulting mes
sages to the Prime Minister of this 
country I consider that tbe Govern
ment should take a ~tand in putti11g 
these me:i · in tl1eir proper places. 

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE
Mr. Speaker, i would just like to say a 
few words in connection with this 

' 

matter. I do not think that there is 
any man in this country to-day who 
can feel more than the Prime Minister 
with lal:1our. We understand this 
Humber situation fully, and we are 
considering the matter. This Govern-

. I 

ment have done all they can~ ,but this 
world was not made in a day, and we 
have only been eight weeks in power, 
and we are here now trying to get the 
business of the country through the 
House. 

Now I would be inclined very much 
to accept a statement from Mr. Scam
mell and from .Mr. Brown, if I had not 
read the Advocate this afternoon. . It 
sounds very much like the voice of 
Jacob, but it is really the hand of 'Esau, 
and what the Prime Minister says is 
correct. This strike business is a lit
tle disease that springs up now a.nd 
then. At any rate, the people who are 
responsible for that article in the Ad-
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vacate this evening are not fit to take 
charge of this country, and I must say 
they are a pretty crowd of men to 
make tl1is country better. We are out 
to bring better times to this country, 
and we are going to do 1it. 

MR. GRIMES-Do you not think that 
the proper way to deal with this is to 
appoint a Commission? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
Not when we have had an insulting 
message from a man like Prince. And 
let nle tell you, Prince is a mighty 
good F.P.U. man too. I know Alfred 
Prince as well as I know you. You may 
have read about Russia, and you may 
speak atout it, but if you g·ot a little 
touch of Russia you would be the first 
man to run. 

This strike-this whole strike at the 
Humber at the present moment is en
tirely due · to politics-to try and in
duce the people of Bonavista to defeat 
Mr. Monroe at the bye-election, and no 
one knows better what is going on in 
the White I-louse than Mr. Scammell 
and Mr. Brown. There are some of 
my officials who go up there, and to 
my knowledge, discuss what they can 
do to upset the Government. I know 
what I am saying, even if Mr. Monroe 
does not know about it. This Govern
ment is going to give the working man 
a fair square deal. You help to do that, 
and this Government will do its best. 

' 

MR. GRIME·S-Mr. Speaker, about 
this party politics question in con
nection with this situation at the Hum
ber, I do not think that any member 
on this side of the House has that in 
mind for one moment. We have said 
that we are willing to co-operate with 
the Government in settling this dif
ficulty, and the way you are going to 
do it is l1y getting the Company and 
the people together. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
. Do you know that more than half these 
men are not striking at all. The men 
at Deer Lake . and the other places 

' \. 

will not go out now. It is only at Cor
ner Brook that the people are striking, 
and that is where the crowd was sent 
that •is starting this strike. There are 
half a dozen of them trying to get the 
honest men in trouble. 

MR. GRIMES-You speak about this 
disease that is spreading, and the only 
'vay you can prevent it, is by trying to 
l ring about that harmony that should 
exist between employers and employ
ees, and you can do that by appointing 
this commissioh. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
Why did you not appoint a Commission 
of this House to settle the strike when 
you were in the Government. You 
would not do 1it then. Why? Because 
you were in the Government then, and 
you did not want to do anything. 

.MR. GRIMES-I think this matter 
,·vas discussed l1efore, and I am sorry 
that Mr. Warren is not here to explain 
tl1e situation. I am glad that Hon. 
Minister of Finance and Customs has 
l ro11ght this up, l ·ecause when that 
strike took place, the< Government took 
a 11and a.nd had tl1at strike settled 
quickly. The Government took the mat
ter up with the Company at Corner 
Brook, and settled it. 

HON. MINISTER OF ' FINANCE
'Vhat increase of wages did you get. 
~-ot1 are tired kidding people. We do 
not want that job. 

MR. GRIMES-We did get some con
cessions. They were being charged 
$1.00 a day for l oard, and the Com
pa11y agreed not to charge more than 
seventy five cents. They 'vere also pro
vided with l 1etter hosp1ital accommoda
tion. and they also agreed to pay the 
men fortnightly instead of monthly. 
And then it was agreed that the Com
pany would take up the question again 
when Mr. Gibb came here in the month 
of June . 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
Do you mean to tell me that it makes 

• 
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any difference whether a man is paid 

by the fortn1ight or by the month. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER - Mr. 

Speaker, if Mr. Grimes is sincere I 

really cannot think that the members 

of that party who are connected with 

the Advocate can be. I cannot get 

away from it. I cannot believe in the 
sincerity of any of that party · in this 

particular transaction. If they are 

sincere, surely they can see the rea

sonableness of my suggestion, that we 

should wait for a few days until we 
have got the House closed, and then go 
out and review the situation on the 
spot. Can anything be more reason
atile than that? 

You know very well that if you want 
to view the situation and see the con-

, 

dition of the men, the best way to see 
them is to go where the men are, 
where they live and where they are 
getting their work. We make a sug
gestion of that kind, and here we have 
the paper representing the Fishermen's 
Union come in and say that where 
bread was asked we gave a stone. 
That is written for no other purpose 
than to make trouble. We cannot be
lieve 1in the sincerity in any ·of the peo
ple who are behind the paper that is 
writing that kind of stuff to-night. I 
am more than anxious to see the 
right thing done with the men. We 
want to get the business of the House 
through, and then go out and see the 
conditions out there. That 1is what I 
asked for, and that is what we told the 
men we were prepared to do, and then 
your paper comes out and says that 
we gave a stone instead of ,bread. That 
is not sincerity. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
Monday afternoon at three of the 
clocl{. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

MONDAY, Aug. 4th, ~924. 
The House met · at thre1e1 of the clo1ck 

in the afternoon pursua.nt to a.djourn
ment. 

• 

MR SCAMMEL1L,:-Mr. Speaker, I • 

beg leave to p,rese,nt a. petitio,n from 
the re,sidents of Neddie's H,arb·o,ur in 
the· district of St. Barbe o·n the sub
ject of an. a:llo,c.atio,n fo,r ' repairs to 
a road. The petitione1rs ask f.o.r the 
sum ·of $250.00 and they point out that 
the p.etition wo,uld be mo,re largely 
signe1d were it not for the fact th.at 
m·any pe,op,le a.re away from their 
homes at the pr·esent time· p·ursuing 
their v:a.rio,us avocations ,in different 
parts of the co.untry. I strongly sup-

. port the prayer o·f the petition and 
ask th.at it· be referred to the· Depart
ment of Public Works fo·r consider:a
tion. Me,anwhile, I shall be calling O·n 
the Min1ister o,f Pu bilic W o,rks in a ·da.y 
or two to discuss this matter with 
him. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-Mr. Speaker, I beg lea.ve to 
pre,sent a petition fro·m Rev. M'r. Tulk 
and othe·rs o,f Portugal Co,ve, in the 
district of St. Jo,hn'''s East reque,sting 
the ialloca;t1i.on of a sum of money fo,r 
the building of a branch road leading 
from P·O·rtugal Co.ve Ro1ad to the re,si
dence of one Alfr'ed Jo1hn Chur·chill. 
The p·etition is unusua~l in character 
in the sense that it has public as well 
as private supp·o,rt. This road is used 
by a conside,ra.ble· number o.f peo,ple 
and I ask that it be re,fe·rred to, the 
department to which it relates fo.r 
e·arnest consideratio·n. 

MR. VINICOMBE:-Mr: Spe.aker, l 
ri.se to give this· petitton my unquali
fied supp.o,rt. Th1i:s p:etition is in
fluentally signe1d, ,and .a,s has been 
pointed out, this r·oa.d is use·d to a 
very large extent by the people of 
that ·locality, and I s.incerely trust 
that :it will rec·eive the symp,athetfc 
consideration of the Government. 

HON. · THE PRIME MINISTER gave 
notice that he w,o,uld on to,-morrow 
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ask leave to intro·duce a Bill entitled: 
"An Act Respecting Alcoholic Liq
uors." 

Pursuant to notice a.nd Ie.av·e, grant
ed, and o·n motion of Ho·n. th.e Min
ister . of Justice, the Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend Chapter 73 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Thir·d Serie·s) en
titled "Of the Dise·mbarkatio·n of 
Paupe.rs,' was intr·o·duced and re.ad a 
first ti.me, and it w.as o·rde·red that the 
said Bill be read a second time to-

. morrow. 

NOT'ICE OF QUEST'ION. 

MR. SCAMMELL asked Hon. the 
Ministe·r o.f Agriculture ,and Mines 
how much Government puilpwo·o·d his 
Department estimates remains for 
sale in the District o.f St. George's, St. 
Barbe, Twillingate, Bonavista and 
Trinity respective·ly a.nd to lay up.on 
the Table of the House copies of all 
tenders received for the purcha·Se of 
the s.ame, to date·, as per the Ministe·r's 
advertisements in the dally City 
Press. 

HON. THE MIN'ISTER OF AGRI
CULTURE & MINES :~In re1gard to 
the first part of the question asking 
for an e.stimate· of ho·W much Go,vern
ment pulpwood rem·ains fo.r sale in 
the districts mentioned, I might say 
that it is a·lmost imp,oss:i'ble to give 
a correct · estimate, but the nearest we 
can give will be: p.ut o·n the table of 
the House, to·-mor·row; a.s to the sec
ond portion ·of the questio·n, I do· not 
think it would be judicious to have 
the conte·nts of te·nder.s disclosed, as 
te·nders do n·ot close until August 
15th. However, · I will consult with 
the Atto·rne·y Generail and, if he thinks 
it i-s . pro.pe·r to do so· I will have the 
information tabled .on · to·-mo·rrow. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE:-! ca.n answe·r that no·w. Yo·u 
c·ould not do that. 

MR SCAMMELL:-I presume that 
• 

before another sessio·n ·O·f the L.e·g'i.s-

la tu re takes place. that the inform a;.. . 
tion will be disclo·sed. . 

' ' 

HON. THE MINISTER OF · JUS
TICE :-Yes, .but not beifo,re . the . te·nd~ 

' ·. . ,• ' . 

ers are opened. 
( .' I 

MR. SCAMMELL asked .Hon. . the . :\ . . 

Minister 0 1f Posts and ~ele·gra.phs 

when Mr. Geo·rge Le~onard Hutchings 
Was appoin'fed mail CO·Urier .. betwe.eil " 
Cow Head and St. Po.u'ls; on · who·se : 
recommendation was the· a.pp·oiintme:nt 
made, a.nd what is the. di~tance· to be 
covered by Mr. Hutchi.ngs o·n e~ch 

I I trip. · , 

HON. THE COLONIAL· SIECRE'-
. " "' .. 

TARY:-In the abse·p.ce, pf the ]M.iµ~ . 

ister o.f Posts and Telegrahps, 1· beg . . ' . . . ' . 
to table the. informatio·n. ·: ·: . ~. . 

MR. SCA.MMELL asked Ho·n,. . tne 
Minister of Posts .and T·ele·gr~plls . why .. · 
Mr. William Sywers w.a.s disp:ens~d 
with as Ma.ii Co·urie·r betwe1eil , the 
Ho·rse Isla.nds and La Scie and ~n 
whose reco·mmendation was h.e so 
disp,ensed with and who re.commend~·a 

. . . 

Mr. W.alte·r Andrews In his place. 

HON. THE COLONIAL · SECRE
TADY:-In th.e absence of th.e Min
ister o·f P:o.sts and Telegraphs, I also 
beg to t 1ab;le the, answe.r to this ques.., 
tion. . ·. · 

MR. BROWN asked the Ministet of 
Public Works if it is, the, intention · or · 
the Go·vernnient to, call f·o1r tenders 
for the supply of drugs t·o the var-
ious Go·vernment ho,spitals. · ·· 

' 

I I 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC . WORKS:
! beg to say in reply to· that q uestl()n 
thiat th,e matter has not· yet been con-

. . ' ' . ' . 

sidered by the Bo·ar·rt regarding the 
intention of the Go·ver·nment to call · 
for tende,r·s f.or the. sup·ply O·f drugs 
for the various Government institu
t,ions. 

MR. HICKMAN ,asked Ho·n. the 
" 

Prime Minister to lay upc)n the Table 
of the Ho.use.: (1) Co·PY of Corre,s
pondence between the · · Gove:rnment 
and the Newfo·undiland Po·wer and 
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Paper .co. in reference to· the Ne·W
foundland Power .ancr Pap,e·r Utilities 
C·O·rporation, Ltd.; (2) Cop·y of Cor
re·spondence and CO·PY o.f Agreement 
between the; Newfoundland Power and 
Paper ·Co. and the Newfoundland Pow
er and Paper Utilities Corpo·ratio·n, 
Ltd.; (3) Copy o·f M·inu·te of Council 
in refere·nce to same. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-! 
beg to la.y o·n the table of the House 
copy of the cor·espondence th.at was 
on file, but there is no Minute of 
Council in reference to· same. 

-
MR. HICKMAN asxed Hon • the 

Prime Minister if it is, the intention 
of the Go·vernme·nt to pay a bo,n us on 
this season's catch of codfish. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-In 
answer to that que.stion I beg to say 
that my Manifesto stated ·that, if ne
cessary and compiatible wlith the 
ability of the country to pay it, a 
bonus would be paid on fish. But 
occasio·n. has n·ot ye.t arisen for the 
Government to consider the matter 
further. 

MR. HICKMAN a.sked Hon. the Col
onial Secretary to lay on the T.able 
the Railway Acc·ounts a .nd Balance 
Sheet fo·r the past year e·nding June 
30th, 1924. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
TARY:-! beg to table the info·rm.a
tion. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANC~E -
Mr. Speaker, I beg to table ans"·er to 
question on the Order Pa.per t>f Attg. 
1st, asked by Mr. Brown. I beg also 
to table answ:er to que.stion relative to 
the lighting of Streets .. 

f 

MR. HALFYARD-Mr. Spealrer. I 
would like to ask Hon. Pr'ime· Minis
ter if any pro·visi ·on has been n1a~e 
to hand1le the fre.ight and m·ails of 
Trinity Ba,y whdch wa.s fo·rm~·l'l)

hand1ed by S.S. Malakoff, as I !~ave a 
letter here from one E. G. King, of 
Deer Hr., T.B., complaining that t11ere 

is no .. syste.m providing for servjc~e in 
tl1at : place after the Malakoff is t}i.ken 
off 

HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTER-I . 
would suggest, Mr. Sp·eaker,. that lV.Cr. 
Halfyard have th.at question put on 
the Order Paper and I w·. 'll ane,ver it 
to-morrow. 

MR. HALFYARD-I ma.y Sa)", i\'.Ir. 
Speaker that is unnec·essary as tl1e 
question has already been on the Or-
der Paper. I ask .if anything has 
been done up to the present? 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-- I 
may say that tl1e question is engaging 
the atte.ntion of tl1e Government at the 
present moment. 

M·r. Speaker info·rmed the House 
that he h.ad re.ceived a messag·e from 
the Legislative Council, acquainting 
the H.ouse of Asse~b.ly that they had 
pa.ssed the Bill sent up ent ·tlecl "An 
Act resp.ecting the Game and· l1lland 
Fisheries Board" with some: amend
ment, dn which they requested the 
c·oncurrence of the House of Assem
bly. 

On mo·tion o.f Hon. the Minister of 
Justice, the said amendments were 
read a first time and it was ordered 
tl1at they be read a second time pre
sently. 

Whe·reup1on, w'ith unanin1ot1s con
sent, the sa. d amendments \Vere read 
a seco,nd time and agreed to, a11d it. 
was o·rdered that a me.ssage be se11t 
to the Legislative: Co·u.ncil a.cquainting 
that body that the said amendments 
had been co·ncurred in "\\.,.itho·ut an1ond
ment. 

Mr. Speaker informed tl1e House 
that he had received. a mes.s.age from 
the Legislative Council acq11a..inting 
the Ho·use of Assembly that they had 
passed the B 11 sent up entitlecl "An 
Act Res.pecting the Departme11~ ot 
Public Printing and Statio,nar~;" \Vith 
some amendments, in which the).,. 1.'e
quest the co.ncurrence of th~ Hou3e 
of As,semb1ly. 
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HON. COLONIAL SECRET.1:-\llr- -
Mr. Sp,eaker, with relatio,n to that 
amendment it has rather altere'l th·3 
color of the Bill, as it rather C<)nfines 
the question or possibility of being 
King's Printer to a very s.mall num
ber of individuals. I wo,uld aslt tl1at 
the: amendment be allowed to. stand 
over until to·-morrow. 

On mo,tion o.f Hon. Colonial Secret
ary the· said amendments were read 
a fir1st time ,and it was orde '~ec'l that 
the s.aid amendments be read a sccc;nd 
time O'n to-mo,rro·w. 

Mr. Speaker . informed the House 
that he had received a message from 
the Leg1islative Council acquainting the 
House of Assembly that they had pass
ed the Bill sent up entitled "An Act to 
Confirm an Agreement with the New
foundland Milling Company, Limited" 
with some amendments, in which they 
request the concurrence of the House 
of Assembly. 

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE·-Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to say that the Amendment is not of 
particular importance, nor does 1it al
ter the purport of the Bill. The first 
is only a change of the w·ord "Domin
ion" for the word "Colony." As the 
second alteration is equally of little 
importance I would ask that the 
Amendment be read the second time. 

THE HON·. THE COLONIAL SEC
RET ARY-.Mr. Speaker, before this 
Amendment be read a second time, I 
'think that it would be better for us to 
have a definite decision as to whether 
we are a Dominion or whether we are 
still a Colony. We are looked upon as a 
Dominion, we are ranked by the Brit
ish Government as the Youngest Do
minion, and I -think that we should 
now dec1ide once for all as to whether 
we are a "Dominion" or whether we 
are still a "Colony." Probably the Hon. 
Member for Fortune Bay, the late 
Prime Minister will be good enough to 
give us some enlightment on the mat
ter or question. 

MR. WARREN-Mr. Speaker, I do 
not consider myself an expert on th1is 
matter, nor can I say definitely whe
ther we are a Dominion or if we are 
still a Colony. It would be very inter
esting to find out from the Legislative 
Council as to whether we are a Do
minion or a Colony. So far as I know 
we are looked upon as one of the Over
seas Dominions, although in so far as 
I know there are no Letters Patent or 
any other Official Documents grant
ing us the Statuts of a Dominion. 

I have often heard speakers, New
foundlanders, at public functions refer 
to us as a Dominion, and I have also 
heard it expressed that they would 
rather be the Oldest Colony than the 
youngest Dominion. We may have some 
Status as the Oldest Colony, but I do 
not think we have much as the Young
est Dominion. We are regarded by Of
ficial Acts and State Matters as one of 
the Self G,overning . Dominions. 

HON. THE MINIST'ER OF· JusrrICE 
- Mr. Sp,eaker, I th· nk it WO·U;~d be a 
goo{l suggesti,on to let tl1e: m.att.er lie 
o,ver until to-mo,rrow. My p1ersonal 
opinj.o,n is that we ar·e: not a, Do.minio11. 
Perso1nally, I am one of those "'Thu 
wo,uld rather be The Oldest C~'oJony 

than the Yo·ungest Do,minio·n. I lrno,~t 

that in pra.ctically a11 cases vvl1er1J 
Canada as a Dominion gets invitations 
and :s a,sked her opinion up.on matters 
we are never th,ought o.f o,r referred to. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY -
Mr. Spea,ker, I think th.at t11is . is a 
question tl.at sl1ould be settled n<lVT 

o·nce and for a.II, and I wo·11ld suggest 
that we get in touch \Vith tl1e Secre
tary oif Sta.te through the · Governor 
and get a definite decision as to our . . 

official sta.nding. 

On m·otion o·f Ho·n. th.e l\tiin is ter of 
Justice, the said amentl.rnentR were 
read a first time and "'t was or<lered 
that the said amendme11ts be read a 
secon:l time ·on to·-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker informed the · House 
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that he. had received a message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act to 
authorize the· Montreal Trust Com
pany to do business in the Colony of 
Newfoundlan<l," in which they re
quest the concurrence of the House 
of Assembly. . 

THE HON. THE MINISTE,R OF 
.TUSTICE-I suggest, Mr·. Spea.ker, 
that this Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee accordtng to Rule 293, 
Rules of the House, as it is a Private 
Bill. 

On motion of Hon. the Minister of 
Justice the said Bill was introduced 
and read a first time. and it was or
dered that the said Bill be referred 
to a Select C~ommittee for co11sidera
tion. 

Mr. Speaker appointed as said Com
mittee, Hon. the Prin1e Minister, Hon. 
the Minister of Justice, Hon. Mr. 
Bradley, Mr. Hickman, Mr. Warren. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
of the Whole on Supply _reported cer
tain Resolutions which were read a 
first time, as follows:-
Supplemental Supply . . . . $713,693.92 

The said Resolutions being read a 
second time, it was moved and sec
onded that the House concur with the 
Committee therein, and the said Reso-
1 utions were agreed to. 

Pursuant to or·der, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Finance, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on Ways and Means. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 

Committee. 

COMMITT'EE OF T'HE WHOLE ON 
W.ilYS AND MEANS. 

. MR. HICKMAN-Mr. Chairman, be
fore going any further, I would like, 
to have a few words to say about the 
Budget and the Estimates. 

In reference to a question which I 
asked the Prime Minister referring to 

a bounty on fish, there comes back to
day a reply which practically means 
that there will be no bounty given on 
fish this season. No\V, the people. of 
this country at the present time are 
expecting a bounty on fish. This is a 
part of the Manifesto of Hon. Prime 
Minister, which refers to the fishing 
industry: 

(Reads From Manifesto.) 

Now that is one of the strong planks 
in the platform of the present Prime 
Minister, and that is one of the planks 
on which, no doubt, a great many of 
the people of tl1is country cast their 
votes for the present Government 
during the last election. Now, this is 
a season, to my mind, whe11 a bounty 
should be paid on fish, but no allow
ance has been made in the estimates 
for a bounty, and I do not see how it 
can very well be paid unless some ar
rangement is made at this session of 
the Legislature. 

We are told that the catch in cer
tain places is very small. In the 
Straits the.re is practically nothing, 
and in the upper part of the Labrador 
tl1ere is a very small fishery. Then, if 
during the months of August a.nd Sep
tember, we have stormy weather and 
are not able to prosecute the fishery 
regularly, we are going- to have an 
immense shortage~ and therefore, the 
people will re.quire some addition to 
the price paid for their fish. They wi1ll 
""ant the bounty which was promised. 

The foreign markets are not good, 
and it looks as if there. are not going 
to be any large prices paid for fish in 
this country, as it seems the Portu
guese mar~ets are already overstock
ed, principally from othe.r countries, 
Norway a.nd Iceland. Practically all 
Spain and Italy are well stocked with 
fish from Iceland particula.rly, -and the 
Iceland fish is made up of Labrador 
cure. While the price of fish now is 
fairly high, it looks very much as if 
when the ma.rkets are supplied, the 
price will drop, and therefore it is the. 
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duty ,of the Government to carry out fo,und1land had to pay $1.25 pe,r , quin-
\ 

tl1eir promise, and to see, if th-ey can- tal. 
not arra:nge to pay a bounty -'1 • to the . Now, i11 a Bill which was passed in 
flshe,rmen of , this country~ The fishery · tlliS H~use the other day the taxeis 
is our great mainstay, and the thing were fixed on liquo,r 's going . from p,o,rt 
that we must give our greatest :a:tten- to port. 1 presume that · is a law to 
tion to. enable liquor to come i11to this coun-

'. Now, the Minister of Finance and try, which can be sto·red here on pay-'' 
Customs, in his Budget speech makes ment of a tax, and then sent to, some 
reference to . Herring. He ·makes the place in the· Un:ited _States twe:lve , mile 
r~ference, that one of the reasons why limit. The United States have spe,nt 
our herr.ing is not ' saleable at the . a , lot O·f mo,ney to prevent tl1e smug- · 
present time ~s on account of the pea- gling Orf liquor, and th,ey pay the UP·
ple getting all the 11erring they w.ant keep · 01f a fleet al,ong' the coast. to pre-
elsewhere. That is not the 011ly re·a- vent it. Would it not be possible for 
son why. herring is a drop on the the G·o1vernment to make so,me kind of 
market, and cannot be sold as freely . a deal with the Unite,d States, where-
as · it was a few seasons ago. The prin
cipal reason is on account of the duty 
tlut . on our herring by the United 
State·s. Not very many years ago, it 
was a commo11 occurrence , for one 
house irt the United -States, in New 
Yark or in Boston to place a single 
order for one thousand barrels of our 

' ' l 

split herring . . But the United States 
11as . since put duty on our herring, 
and also on our codfish, . and there
f ~re the markets in" tl1e ' United States 
and Porto . Rico, which is under the" 
U.nited States, are debarred from tak-

. ; -. ' ~ 

ing our fish, except on payment of a 
'• ' I . 

very heavy duty. 

This is a matter . which the Govern
ment should take up . . I do· not know 
what the past " Government did ·in · re
feren·c.e to this. I understand that some 
recommendation . was . made to the . ,• 

U.nited States . Governmer1t at the time . 
when the duty was put on; but we 

. . . 
should not stop . there. It is the1

• duty . 
of the Government at t:Q.e present 
time to make a.nother effort , to see if 
this duty .cannot be removed. 

, Now the duty on co·dfish is about 
. $1.25 a quintal go 'ng into the Unite1l 
Stat es a.nd Porto Rico. Last yea,r I 
do~ not know · 'how much fish went to 
Porto Rico, but it , was a very la.rge · 
quantify, 0 1ver a hundre:d thousand 
quintals, ·O,n which the people o,f New-

by, if we get free . en try o,f fish in the 
Un ted States a,nd protectorates, we 
wo·uld do , a,,vay with this sto·ring of 
l:iquo1rs. Something of that kind 
might be suggested, and so·mething 
mi'ght be deveiope,d which w·ould be ' 
great benefit to . this co,untry. 

The fact remains that one of our 
chief ;industries is taxed, and taxed to 
such an extent that a great burden is 
thrown o·n · the people of . Newfo·und
land who catch the . fish, because· after 
all, .the duty pa, d on .. fish in another 
country h,as to be taken into· consid
eration here. The $1.25 a, ,qwinta.I 
means qu1ite a lot of fish co1n1s.igned to 

' ' 

the United States and Porto, Rico, and 
. ' . 

it also, mea.ns that o,ur markets are 
very much reduced, .. and . the · sup,ply 
going the1re is very much. smaller 01 ... 

•! f ' I > ' .... '. • • 

acco1unt o,f the duty we have to, p·ay. 
r:' .... 

In the, B,udget Speech the Ministe·r 
. ' ' '' 

of Finance and . Customs tells us. that 
~ . . \:. . . ' 

he has reduced the duty 0 1n . gas·olene 
. ·' . '· '·' ' . 

and flour. But the duty still .r~emains .· 
on p,o,rk and beek and kerosene oiil 
a.nd ' mo,lasses. 'He asks · the: · P~'ople . 
of th: 1S' co,untry to bear th,eir burden 
with co,nfide11ce. Well, I · do not · see 
11'o'w the people of th.is country are 
going to, bear their burde11 w1ith con
fidence. Since this Government have ·. 
co·me into power, the, price of these 
comn1oditie·s ·which are used by the . 
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fishermen, \Vhich are their main 
i11earis of livi11g, and wh. ch are the ar- , 
ticles these people must buy, are all 

' • '. ~I ' • • gone up in price. 

, Tlie price of pork in our market 
11as gone up over three dollars a bar
ref-_'._three-fifty a barrel, and you 
11ave added to, that three do1llars: duty, 
which makes an increase of six dol
lars ·and fifty cents per ba,rrel on 
every · barrel o,f po·rk tliat · the ·fish.er
men use. Beef ha;s gone up two and 
a half · doll a.rs a barrel, and yo1u put 

. ' 

on duty of two· dollars a barre1l, which 
makes the co·st of the fishermen':s, beef 
four dollars and a half per barrel 

' 

m.ore. Th.eir mo·lasses has gone , up 
about ·six cents a gallon, on to1p of 
which .you put tl1e duty o.f eight cents 
a · 'gallon~ wh1ch 'is _an ·ncrease of 
fou.rteen cerits: a gallon to the fis.her
men for molasses. This is ve·ry im
portant to the1 poo·r fishermen who · 
not in a po·sition tQ buy sugar, and 
has to use molasse!s. Therefo~e, yo·u 
have burdened the po·or fisherman 
wl10 is not in a po1sition to buy sug
ar~ a.nd has to use mo1lasses.. There
fo,re, yo·u. have burdened the, poo1r fis,h
er men of this country with immense 
tax.ation. You have burde11ed h' m 
w11th · terr1ble t8ixation, which the p·o·or 

, 

man . is unable to1 pay. 
' 

, And what do you tell these peo-. ·. 

p1e? That ,it is ille·gal-that the re-
moval o·f these duties wa.s i'lle·gal. If 
the removal of these: duties was il
legal, everything else that was do·ne 
wa1s, illegal. It has bee·n done by all 
Governments; in the past, a.nd I would 
like to kn·ow who· ·s the· man who· has 
disco1vered ",.hat has never· been dis
covered in th~ past, though there h.a,ve 
been lawyers assoc1ated with· all pa.r
ties who never discovered . that it wa,s 
illegal. I wo·ttld like to kno1w who this 

• man 1s. 

I say that you have bur·dene,d the 
people · of tt1is country with terrible 
taxation. You pro·m"sed a re·duction 
in taxation, but that reduction ·in tax-

ation ha.s not been carried out. You 
have: increased the price of p·ork by 
$6.50 a ba,rrel, the price of beef by 
$4.50 a. barrel, and molasses fourteen 
cents a gallon. 

This ii1s not treating the fishermen 
o.f this country very we'll, particularly 
this year, in view of the poor fishery 
around certain parts of the co·ast. I 
know of men · n this country w'ith 
traps, and tl1ese people have not 
caught thiry quintals for the whole 
summer season. How do you expect 
tl1at one man, who has: to divide 1t lip 

among two or three more people, is 
going to exist through. the winter on 
tl1iirty quintals of fish, when yo1u have 
Pllt on taxes of two and three d,oll·ars 
a barrel on the ne·cessities of life, 
like beef, pork and molasses. 

N o,w this ill ega~ ty in reference' to 
d'uty i1S1 only a technica1ity, as I said 
befo.re, it is no' more i1llegal than many 
other things·. Some one connected 
with the Governmenh has found out 
th1is illegality. It is hard to say who 
it· is. 

In taking the estimates for the com
·ing year, you have not taken into 
consideratio,n the Railway, o·ne of the 
greatest institutions we have in the 
country, and one of the most costly 
institutions ·we J:iave in ·this country. 
I see by the· Budget speech of'· the 
Minister o,f Finance and Custo,ms that 
the lO·SS· 0 1n the· Ra 01lwa,y fo·r a certain 
perio·d wa.s fority-six thousa.nd dolla,rs. 
Tl1at wa.s during the period wh.en the 
railwa.y was run by a Board, of which 
my asso1ciate, Mr. Halfya.rd, was a 

· membe,r. 
That does. not show the lo·SS on the 

Railway at all, because in rei>,ly to 
some questions which · I ha,ve asked, 
I find out there was nearly ninety 
thousa.nd dollars exp,ended o·n the 
Railroad last year which was char·ged 
to P·ublic Cha.rities. It !s no trouble 
to run any kind of c·oncern 'if you 
can ·charge up, all your expenses to 
some other account~ The Public 

• 
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Cl1arities p·aid towards the co.st of run
ning the Ra;ilway 1la1st yea.r ninety 
tl1ousand do1llars, according to info·r
mation which I . have: received fro·m 
the Co·l·on! ·al Secretary. How are you 
going to pay the loss· on the railway 
this year ·if you do not make· pr'ovisio1n 
for it now. 

Then there are the steam boots. 
They are all run under the Railway 
system. All the members of th.is 
Houise know that the Pro.spero and 
Po·rtia cost tlbo·ut fifty thousand dol
lars a year over and above theiir earn
ings. That is one hundred thousand 
dollars. That was the subsidy whicl1 

' 

was offered to the Bowring co.ntr'act-
ors whe·n the Bowr 'ng contract ex
pired. Fifty th.ous:and do1llars; fo1r 
each o.f these bo·ats. Then yo·u have 
al,l the other boa.ts operating aro.und 
the different bays, so·me· carr'Ying 
scarcely any freight, and me·eting loss 
eve.ry day; and then the estimates do 
not take into consideratio1n the: ra.il
'vay, w·hich is: one o·f the most exp.en ... 
si·ve inst' tutions that we have in the 
CO·Untry. 

When you bring those estimates 
do,wn to the House o·f Assembly, there 
is no reaso·n why you s;hould not 
brin.g the proper estimates down. Tt 
is no use to· bring down e·stimates no,w, 
and the,n ha.ve· to vote additio·nal esti
mates, 0 1r bring in a vote to· cover cer·
tain est·mates later. It is. just as 
well to estimate· the· exact co·st of the 
country, and let the publ'ic know ex
actly what the country is go.ing to 
co·st. ~t just means that you are go
ing to ask the House to pass certain 
amo·unt1s whiich could have been in 
the estimates. 

You claim that eight l1undred tho,us
and dollars have been saved on the· 
estimates. These are the estimates 
of the old Government, of wh.ich the 
leader, Mr. Warren, the member for 
Fortune Bay, tells us, that w·hen lie 
made the·m up, he made a saving 
of $700,000. If . that is the case 

this Government have really done 
nothing to cut dow11 expe11se, 
nothing tl1at I can see to make · the 
conditio·n of th.e cot1ntry any better 
fi nancially at the end O·f this year 
tban at the end o·f 1924. 

The fa.ct of the matter is that the 
railway is not only a dead 10.ss. to· us, 
but it is also a. dep,Jeted asset- so,me
thing that a lot of nloney has to be 
spent on. It is run down- out o·f or
der. New rolling stock will have to 
be bought, and ma.ny other th ·ngs to 
put this in o·rder. 

The Minister of Finance and Cus
toms tells us that the dock is useless. 
It has to be rebui1lt. All the ma.chin
ery is out of date. Everything in con
r~ection with it has to be reno·vated. 
'Vl1ere is the m·one1y co·m.ing from to 
build th~ dock, to run the ste·amers, 
and to fix up· this, wh,at they call, de
pleted asset. I say, Mr. Chairman, we 
11a,ve not g·ot it. We have not be,en 
given a prope.r estimate of the re
quirements o.f thi,s country for the 
coming year. 

Now, i.n additio·n to the ra.ilroad a.nd 
the steam bo:ats, it is ve1ry difficult for 
ll s on this side o·f the Ho·use to, know 
exactly what the Go·ve.rnment is doing. 
We co.me in here one day and hear 
that they are· going to take the Wren 
off Fortune Bay and save thirty
five tho·usand dollars. They are 
going to take the Northern Labrador 
steamer off and save another thirty
five tho·us.and do,lla.rs. The Minister 
of P·o·sts and Telegr.aphs estimates 
that we w'ill save altogether on steam 
boats between one, hundred and 
t"renty-five .and thirty thousand doil
lars. The next day we co,me here, 
.and we are told that they are putting 
back the .st·e·amer on the Labr.ad·o·r 
8ervice. I do not know whether it is 
req.uired or not. I am not disputing 
that. Then they come in and tell us 
that they are going to put the boat 
back on Fortune· B,ay. They sa.y it is 
wanted. It is very difficult for us to 
tell what the Government are, doing 
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v1l1en they change their minds so 
often, and in such a very sh·o·rt time. 

I understand that the "Earl of 
Devo·n" has been chartered at $150.00 
a clay, and that she, is being sent down 
North. I also understand that there 
are steamers belong111g to the Govern
ment, ly·ing up and doing practica·lly 
nothi·ng. If the Gove·rnment has a 
surplus of ste1amers, and they want to 
use another, I do not see any re·ason 
"'·hy expense should be incurred in 
en1ploying boats outside. Of co·urse, 
tl1ese are matte.rs which can be ex
IJlained by the different Min.isters, and 
I shall be glad to have wh.atever ex-
1;!anation they can give. 

The Minister of Fi11.ance and Cus
toms told us a few days ago· that he 
11as taken over a building down on 
vVater Street, in which the idea is to 
Gxamine expre,ss p:ar·ce:ls at consider
allle cost. Now, why cannot a go·od 
lleal of.money be saved there. Why 
11r)t examine the parcels up at tl1e sta
tion 'vhere· they come in, instead of 
11aving to cart them all tl1e way down 
"\\rater Street, when the·y come in by 
express. . If you are out for econo·my, 
a11.d out for savi:ng money, and trying 
to run this country with.in its income, 
vnu cannot do it by do1ing things of .. 
that kind. 

We .also, on this side· of the House, 
look upon the creation ·of the· King's 
I>rinter, as quite an unnece·ssary crea
tion. Nobody has eve·r told us what 
Eaving there is going to be, but I do 
i1ot see' ho·w the1re is going to be any 
in the creatiop. of a new de·partment. 
to make · po·sitions fo·r two or three 
i,cople; and · while that dep.artme·nt 
1night make some· ve·ry goo·d returns, 
and might make some• very good pur
chases at the beginning, still I am o·f 
the o·pin.ion that as time go·es along 
1 hat department will be like every 
other dep:artme·nt in the Government. 
and it will be forgotten wbat the bill 
,vas brought in for, and p:atronage 
will be, given in the future as in the 
i>ast. The department cr·eate·d at a 

very great expense to the country 
'vi11 be• .another burden. 

Th.at is why you have to put back 
the duty on the po·or fishermen, and 
after you have do·ne things o.f this 
l\ind you say to the1 fishermen of this 
country "bear this burden with con
fluence". It loo·ks to· me as if tl1e 
fishermen will have to bear the bur
clen a. long· time before they get any 
remedy as things are going at tl1e 
prese11t time. There are many thi11gs 
upon which I would like to· speak. It 
is not much use for us to suggest any
tl1ing, be·cause we know that it will 

· not be carried out, but anything we 
can suggest may perha.ps fall upon 
the ears of some one who will consider 
it, a.nd perhaps do some good. Any
tl1ing that I am saying, I am saying in 
tl1e interests o.f the country, and I 
would ask all those listening to it to 
look upon it in the same spirit. 

No·w, in the outports of this co·untry 
've h,ave1 numerous officials. We have 
so ma11y officials in tl1is country
government o·fficials, that if they all 
-voted the same way, they cou:ld put in 
any party tl1e·y liked in this country. 
If tl1e Go·vernment offic'ials all voted 
the same w.ay, there wo·uld be no 
c1oubt which party wo·uld be elected . 
In any settlement . of two or three 
hundred inhabitants i.n tl1is country, 
,.,.ou will find the policeman, and the .. 
ct1stoms o·fficia:I and two· o·r three 
other officials. whereas a number of 
them have not got half enough to do. 
They may put in any Government 
they want. If the Government means 
business no·W, why should they not 
have one man to do all this busine·ss 
in the outports. The official wo,uld 
not be ov·e,rburdened, and the salaries 
which ha.ve to be p1aid could be saved. 

At the prese·nt time the telegraph 
&ervice is C·O·ntrol:led by the Govern
ment-the Postal T'elegraphs. N'ow. 
there is a Postal Tele·graph service all 
along the railway line, and also a 
rai:lw·ay se·rvice along that line. All 
these things cost mone·y to keep up, 
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a,nd tl1ere is no, reason in the world 
when the Government is controlling 
l)oth the Postal Telegraph service and 
the rail way service, why they could 
not do .all the business with the one 
official. 

In answer to a question which I 
. aske·d the Colonial Secretary a few 
days a.go in refere1nce to the· repairs 
on tl1e Postal Telegraph line from 
11ere to· Port aux Basques, the· reply 
is th.at it costs seve,nty-sev·en thousand 
clollars per annum to re·pair the tele
graph li.ne-the Postal Telegrap.h 1line 
between here· and Port aux Basque·s, 
<l.nd .at the same time we have· to keep 

· up the Railway line. Very often. if 
you go alo·ng the rail way line, and go 
~nto the stations and you wa11t to send 

. a message by the Postal Tele·graphs, 
)You will find the Postal Telegraph o.f
fice o·n the platform, O·r right ·across 
the track. Here you have the· Gov
ernment running the two co·ncerns. 

Also, in this country, or in a cer
tain section of the country you are 

· served by the Anglo Americ.an . Tele
. gra.ph Co·mpany. They 11ertve lines, for 
in~tance, from here to Heart's Co·nte,nt, 
and also up the so·uthern shore, and 
've 11ave the Postal Telegra.ph line 
running along the s·ame .line. Tl1ere .. , 

is not business eno·ugh fo·r two com-
panies and I have no d·o·ubt that the 
1\nglo Company would be ve·ry glad 
to have the: competition o.f the Postal 
Telegra.phs rem·ov·ed, and I would not 
be surprise,d if the, Anglo wo,uld not 
pa:y· a. bounty of some kind to do away 
'V'ith the comp·etitio·n O·f the Postal 
':relegraphs, and we wo·u!ld be rid of 
tlie great unnecessary expense, of the 
I>ostal Tele·graph lines i:n that sec
t;on o.f the country which is served 
by the Anglo C·ompany. 

The Anglo American Telegrap·h 
(Jompany is a good reliable Company, 
and I think that all the members o.f 
this House have had · to d·o· with tl1at 
company· have no comp:laints as to the 
w.ay the,y handle their business. I 
ltnow that they have· been strictly con-. 

fidential i1n anything that ·has gone 
over their· lines so· far as I am aware. 

The late · Go·vernment · when . they 
inade the-ir arrangerr1ent with the Com
mercial Cable Comp.any should have 
trtken up this Postal Telegraph q.u.es
tion, ·and no· do,ubt they could have 
a.rrange·d with them to co·ntro:l . . tl1e 
whole telegr.aph servtce1S througl1out 
the country, and save· for us · th.is large 
<ind terr·ible expense, which we have 
to __ defray by putting the· duty on tl1e 
necessitiies of life o·f the fishermen of 

• I • • 

t11is country. 

The fishery is tl1e industry which 
all the members of the House say is 
tl1e mainstay of the counutry; and if 
t11e fishery is the m.a.instay of the 
country upon which we all . de·pend, 
tl1en surely it is the industry whicl1 

· bhould be first cons·tdered, and . we 
Rl1ou1ld do our best to reduce· the t.axa
ti.on of the fishe,rmen in this country. 

MR. CASHIN-With reference to tl1e 
telegraph. line running across country 

. to-day, wa.s it not only a couple · of 
years ago that the .L.\nglo tried to 
rnake a deal with the · Governme11t, 

. ~1nd were turne·d down. They then 
made a deal with the Co·mmercial 
Cable Company, and one of the con
ditions which the Government of the 
clay undertook was to, kee1p the, line 
l'etween here and Po·rt aux Basques 

MR~ HICKMAN-I cannot answer 
the hon. member· as I have not studi
r.;d the contr.act. 

MR. CASHIN-I think Mr. Halfyard 
'Vi11 be, able to tell you ab·out it. We 
ttre under contract with the Commer
cial Cable Company to kee·p that line 
in repair. We are keeping it u·p:, on 

. 1 . 

Water Street for them. 

MR. HICKMAN-I shall be glad of 
a.ny information that the Hon. mem
ber can give when I am througl1. 
'1."he·re are in this country at the pre
sent time hundre·ds of . rivers, small 
rivers, you might almost call t}1.em 
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b1~ooks, that, are teeming with salmon, 
and in which 110 o·ne .ever casts a line 
or hoo·k througho·ut the· whole season. 
T11ere are lots of p·e·o·p1le i.n the United 

. ' ' ' ' ,. . ' : 

Stat.es and Ca11ada who would be very 
glad to· co·me1 her·e and pay a substan
tial amount for the so:le right to fisl1 
in , certain ri1vers . and bro·o·ks for sal-

. man. There are rich P·eople in otl1er 
countrie·s who .are willing to pay as 
inuch as ten thousand dollars for the 
right to use P1art of a riv·er for the 
summer season. 

Men · in Canada are willing to pay 
as high) as $10,000.00 for the fishing 
privileges of. a season, a11d . wl1ile I 
do · not advo·cate the taking a.way of 
tl1e rigl1ts of local sportsmen I think 

·"re could le·ase· out our . rivers and 
tl1ereby bring in .a very substantial 
tevenue. With the idea o·f the1 Gov
ernment as to roads and hotels I am 
11eartily in acc.o·rd,. and I think that 
tourists bro.ught in by these attrac
tiions will ren1.a.in here. In Eng:land 
a11d Scotland jf sportsmen get only . -
one salmon a. day they tl1ink that tl1ey 
are doing well, and are willing to pay 
~10,000.00 a summer for doing it, 
while if tl1ey go to sucl1 resorts as 
Sa'lmonier they can easily get as high 
as eighty salmon a da.y. With the in
co1ni:ng of tourists the country must 
benefit . . We· have many adv.antages 
to offer and it only remains for us to 
provide· the inducements in order to 
reap the benefit. 
· I now want to say a few words as 
to the stateme.nt of the Hon. The Min
ister of Fisheries in connection w'ith 
the Logg\ng Bill. I w:as not in the 
I-louse when he referred to that mea-

. s11re, but I saw a re·po·rt i:n the paper 
~,he next morning that the bill had . 

been brought in to defe·at him in the 
coming bye-election in Bo·navista Bay. 

·. If . tl1.at 'vere the purp·ose· we. would 
· .. 11ave divided the House o·n it, but in
. stead we allowed it to go through to 

a se;lect co·mmittee. The same, was 
rlone in connection with the· Election 
Act. Referring to this . Act I · wo·uld 

like to say that every voter should be 
given a . chance to record his vote in 
an ele·ction, .and if the man in power 

. is sincere in his motives he should 
n1ake provision for this, so that the 
pe·ople the . electo·rs want will be re- · 
turne·d to the House.. There are other 
tl1ings I cou1ld take up, but I do not 
\Vish to delay the House. and will con
fine my remarks to wh.at I have al
ready said. 

MR. HALFYARD-Mr. Chairman, it 
is not my intention to d.elay the House 
for more than a few minutes, as I 
tl1ink Mr. Hickman, tl1e leader of tl1e 
c,pposition, has covered practically all 
the important points on Wavs and 

' " 

Means, and it would be unnecessary 
for me to deal further with. then1. T11e 
Budgets for 1922-23 and 1923~24 
showed a deficit according to the 
statement of the Hon. Minister of 
Finance and Customs. As to the 
cause of such deficits we m11st re~ 

member that in those years 've were 
passing through trying stages, and all 
Governments throughout the civilized 
world had . to report deficits, so tl1at 
we were not singular in this respect. 
This has generally been put down to 
the aftermath of the war. Therefore 
I would like to deal 'Yith the prese11t 
and the future. The reference of the 
Minister of Finance to wl1at he terms 
extravagance in connection 'vith the 

I· 

repairs of public buildings is not . jus-
tified. Similar statements have been 
made by every incoming Government, 
but I would like to state that the 
vote for the rapairs of public build
ings has never been sufficient, and 
an ·overdraft has . always been voted 
in. Supplemental S·upply. It would 
only be a penny wise and pound fool
ish policy not to have these buildings 
repaired. 

It was also stated that there would 
be a saving on the transportation SYS-• 

tern to which Mr. Hick1nan has already 
referred. The Government during tl1e 
short time that they have been in 
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power 11ave failed to bring into be
i11g the promised reforms. The 
Minister of Posts a week or two since 
stated there wou.ld be a large saving 
in steam subsidies. The "Sebastopol" 
" '"as to be cut out · It was gener·ally 
tl1ought when this was done there 
'vould be a great savi11g. The "George 
L ." can possibly give Bay of Islands 
a satisfactory service; but the Bonne 
Bay service is anytl1ing but satis
factory. I know from experience that 
la,st September no inail was received 
there for 10 days, and that passen
gers delayed there had to go over 
the Deer Lake Road to connect with 
the railway for St ... John's. otherwise 
they would have to wait' for a week 
for tl1e S.S. Home. This service, is 
1tot a luxury, but a necessity, and the 
boat wl1ich 11as been taken off to be 
put on another service will 
111uch as if continued on the 
Islands-Bonne Bay route. 

cost as 
Bay of 

In any case we are faced with the 
Sebastopol being put on the St. 
Mary's-Fortune Bay service at a cost 
of $5·,ooo ner mo11th, wl1ile the "Wren" 
'vhich cost less is taken off her route 
and sent on Nortl1ern Labrador, 
'vhich, in iny opinion, is an unneces
sary expense. I thougl1t from earlier 
-pronouncements that that service was 
to be done without. But now I find it 
js to be repeated at an increased cost. 
To cap the cli1nax, it is said the 
"Malakoff" is to be taken off Trinity 
Bay. I say witl1out fear o·f truthful 
contradictio11 that this will cost the 
country thousands of dollars extra. 
Th.ere will be the cost of repairing the 
"'·barf at Port Blandford, about 
$10.000.00, and her earnings on Trin
ity Bay with Port 1Jnion as head
(]uarters will be lost entirely. That 
means some thousa.nds of dollars 
more. It is a most outrageous transac
tion. If the change was made with the 
iflea of saving some tl1ousands of dol
lars with the plea of poverty, there 
1n.ight be some excuse, but the con
trary is the result. 

The Prime Minister has had to ad
n1it in reply to my questions, that the 
business men and others of Trinity 
District are asking him what he in
tends to do in givin.g them a steamer 
or some .means for the transportation 
of freigl1t, passengers and mail? 
Trinity District being in opposition 
must be tre1ated in this unheard of 

' 

outrageous fashion, to satisfy the 
political animosity of certain indi
viduals. You have no conceptio11 of the 
value of the services of a. steamer to 
dozen of places in Trinity District. 
To dispel some of your appa.rent 
studied ignorance I will name a few 
places that are depending absolutely 
011 the Malakoff for freight a11d pas
sage service. On the South Side of 
the D1istrict, New Perlican, Winterton, 
Hant's Harbor, New Chelsea, New 
Melbourne, Brownsdale, Sible~y·'s Co.ve, 
Whales Brook, Torquay and Lead 
Cove. Across from Heart's Content, 
St. Jones Without, Gooseberry Cove. 
'I,hen you enter S. W .... t\.rm, Southport, 
Little, Heart's Ease, Caplin Cove, 
Hodge's Cove, Long Be.ach, Island 
C~ove (even Queen's Cove and Hillview 
are tl1ree miles from Northern Bight 
Station on the railway), Hatcl1et 
Cove, St. Jones Within and Lote·burn. 
In Random Sound you have Hickman's 
Harbor, Lady Cove, Foster's Point, 
and Elliott's Cove. Across the Sound 
from Elliott's Cove you have Ingle
wood, Adeyton and Deep Bight. Deer 
Harbor, Irela11d's Eye, Thoroughfare 
a.nd Ivanhoe absolutely isolated. Also 
Old and New Bonaventure, British 
Harbor, Pope's Harbor ·and Little 
Harbor. Further up the Sound you 
11ave Britannia, Petley and other 
smaller places on Ra11do1m Island. 
Across from Random Island you have 
Burgoyne's Cove, Clifton, · Mo11roe 
and White Rock. These are some of 
the places that depend upo11 a steamer 
for freight and passenger service, and 
in some cases for their mails. 

What are you going . to do about it? 
Is it a square deal to deprive these 
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people of their just rights to satisfy 
a few political malcontents or partisan 
p.olitical sycophants? 

It was stated by tl1e Prime Minister 
that Port Unio·n 11ad all the facilities 
necessary to get freight from St. 
John's. · 'l~hat the train went there 
t.hree times a week. 

Port Union is the distributing cen
tre for the Fisl1ermen's Union Trad
ing Company, and what is the g.ood to 
g·et goods in if tl1ere is no means to 
send tl1e1n out to tl1e Branch Stores 
in Bo11avista and Trinity Bays. No 
biisiness firm at Catalina or Port Un
ion can depend upon the Susu or 
Prospero to take freight from them on 
their trips north. These steamers are 
fi.Iled to the 11atches with freight for 
places nortl1 of Port Union when they 
leave St. John's. Therefore the Mala
lroff was tl1e only means to send 
freight north. 

It is terrible to contemplate that 
any Government could. be so blinded 
to a sense of justice and common 
decency to be guilty of such a crime 
to the country, by loss of revenue, 
ancl to such a patriotic and revenue 
producing co11stituency as Trinity, 
which 11as few peers and no superior 
in the Island of Newfoundland. 

Captain Winsor, the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, stated in the 
course of his remarks a day or two 
since, tl1at 11e had been delayed on a 
certain occasion ·at Port Union fo·r 
fcur or five (lays waiting for tl1e 
Malakoff. I would remind the Hon
ourable Member and tl1is House, that 
tl1ere will be delays, and no steamer 
can keep schedule ti1ne, wl1ether their 
11eadquarters are at Port Blandford 
or Port Union, or any other place. 
Tl1rough stress of weather, boats are 
sure to be delayed, and I have heard 
it stated that the S.S. Dundee when 
she operated the service fro1n Po·rt 
Blandford, that passengers \Vere de
layed a week at a time waiting for 
t]:l.~ boat. Further, I may say while 

tl1e S.S. Dundee operated on Bona
vista Bay she made several trips 
around the Bay and never had occa
sion to remove her hatches; in fact 
she didn't have. a package of freight 
to handle. I fail to see wh.y conditions 
re increased freight on th~t Bay are 
a.ny different to-day. 

Therefore in the matter of expen
diture for the ensuing year, during 
the short •term of the. preser1t Govern
ment they have done nothing to de
crease expenditure, tl1ey have done 
everything with regard to steame.r 
transportation to increase it. The fact 
cannot be contradicted. 

The Minister of Finance in the 
present Budget Speech stated that 
any shortage. in the revenue as esti
mated would be met by enforced 
economy in some of the publjc ser
vices. I trust that his colleagues will 
E11pport him in that r·espect. I fear 

" th.at he has ha.d no support during 
the last three· wee·ks, because no 
economy has been enforced in any of 
tl1e publtc services that I know any
t J1ing about. He hop·es to cut exp·endi
ture down to an irreducible minimum. 
I hope he shall. His intentions may be 
go·od. He has started in to try to do 
11is best unde·r the circumstances. He 
h.as a hard road to travel. He will 
want united supp·ort not o·nly fro·m 
the members of the e·xecutive, but all 
tl1e members of the Government. 

I know fr·om expe·rtence what it is 
to· try to reduce expe·nditure and live 
'vi thin our inco·me. No one· man in a 
Government can do it. There is not a 
l'""inance Minister that can do it. If 
lie does, life wo·u:ld not be worth living. 
I don't envy any F.i•n.a.nce Minister the 
job who starts out to· cle1an up and 
cut dow·n expenditure, and try to 
balance his books at the end of the 
fiscal year. You want a strong 
man to do that and he must be sup
porte·d by the members of . the Govern-

' nlent, rank and file. He ho·pes to 
eliminate every item of expenditure 
that can be1 done without. All public 

. . 

.. 



• 

226 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

luxuries must go. Wel:l, we were 
criticised and we we·re misrepresented 
and it i,s not too much to say, libelled 
and abused, be·cause we did not re
duce expenditure according to their 
expre·ssed views when we had charge 
of the Go·vernment. We were told 
tl1en by men who p·rofe·sse1d friendship 
an~ our political op·ponents that the 
country could not exist. The· business 
o!: the country could not be carried 
011 unless the expenditure was re·duced 
a bout two mi:llions, .and unless taxa
tion was reduced by 30 p.c. We dtd 
reduce expenditure by about two mil
lion dollars during the last two 
years. We · were told the Civil Ser
vants were paid too much. They were 
far too numerous and getting paid to·o 
111uch. The backbone of the countrq, 
(}1e fishermen, produced 80 p.c. of 
tl1e revenue, and they had decided not 
to catch fish unle·ss the Government 
~h owed determination to cut down 
expenditure. We were told by some 
t11embers of tl1e prese1nt Gove·rnment 
to begin with ourselves and ·reduce 
•Jur own salaries. We:ll now the 
Gover11ment, with some of these very 
Harne men, is brave enough and bold 
enough to say th.at the civil servants 
sl1ould not suffer any reduction in 
tl1eir votecl salaries and have · re
pealed the Civil Servants Reduction 
Act, and now they are to get their 
full salaries. And the heads of the 
Oep1artments whose salar'i1es were re
t.luce1d because of the reports that 
tl1ey were making fortunes, where 
they got $3200 they are now getting 
$4000. An $800 increase, to .the 11eads 
t)f the Departments. And these .are 
the people that were go1ing to reduce 
expe.nditure. They were going to be
gin with themselves ai1d sl1ow a11 ex
ample to others who Were getting 
smaller salaries. 

It was easy for you, fo·r political 
purp.oses, to criticise whe·n you were 
onlookers, ai1d say what you 
''tould do if you had power. When you 
get p·ower you find out that you c.an 

do little worse than the fellows that 
\Vent before you. You said that salar
ies '\\·ould be· reduced, but you . ·have . 
increase·d them. 

You were going· to reduce taxatio11. 
\Vhat h.ave you done? Right the op
posite, you have placed duties on 
molasses, kerosene, pork, and be1ef. 
Items that are used prtncipally by the 
fishermen and laboring cl~sses of 
the country. What a record for any 
Government for the short space ·of two 
J11onths. The fishermen and working 
classe·s of this country can truthful:ly 
say ''we asked yo·u for bread and you 
g.ave us a stone." You can be de
feated now on your policy and a.ctions 
of just a few weeks. _ 

Mr. Hickma11, leader of the Op
positio11, referred to tl1e cost of 
the telegraph system, and tl1ought 
that some arrangement · should be 
made witl1 the Anglo · America11 
Telegraph Company wl1ereby ·tl1e 
services would 11ot be dupli
cated. Mr. Hickman did not refer to 
tl1e services between St. John''s and 
I)ort aux Bas·ques. Wl1at he had in 
111ind was the service between here 
and the· Southern Shore, and around 
to Harbor Grace. Of course that is 
the only service from Port aux Bas
ques around to Burgeo.· The service 
is comp·etitive· between St. John's and 
IIarbor Grace. I think that is what 
11e had in mi11d. Of course the A.A.T. 
(..,·O. are compel!led to· keep the service 
going according to agreeme11t entered 
i11to some ye.ars ago. If they discon
tinued the service they would be liable 
for breach of contract. They would 
be glad to get clear of the local busi.:. 
ness be1cause they have sevetal offices 
tl1at do not pay. The cost to maintain 
the service is greater than their ear11-
i11gs. They are under contract and 
inust keep it going. I believe they are 
''"tlling to pay the Government a cer
ta,in amount of money to get clear 
of what they ,consider a Ii.ability. 

Now of course I should ba, expe,cted 
to say s·omething a.bout the railway. 
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'Ve ·-are· very -pleased - to find that in 
th·e o·peration·; of . the railway for tl1e 
last ,year, f9r. 10 months according to 

,• . . ' . 

the budget speech, .we have C·ome o·ut 
with a small 19ss of $46,848.23 . L,ast 
year $400,000 was voted for tl1e oper
~1tion of the raj!lro.ad and we· were told 

. -

it would .. c-ost a. million. Those who· 
_.,.- . ' 

111ade these statements had reason 
t~ think the railway would never be 
run for a year at such a small cost. 
11ut owi:ng to the Humber which has 
given increased freight and passenger · . ; . - ~· . ' 

earnings the income from the r·ailway ..... ·;. :· . . -
is · bey·ond our most saguine expe·ct-

. . r . . 

at.ions. I trust _that you will be able 
to ._ r~port the same conditions next 

. -

ye~r. 

With _ rega.rd to the person-al of the 
Commissi~on of last year, I may say 
tl1at the _ Commission was ap·pointed 

'i c ' ' • ; 

i1 ad met _with _ the approv.al of the 
' I•!'" ;. ' 

'vl1ole House. · The idea. originated 
' ,. • '1 • ' • • • 

'V~th the opp·osition. The point w.as 
. ' 

tllat the __ railway w~s one of the bi:g-
. ' -

ge;st spending de·partments of the 
. ~ . . 

Goyernmep.t, and ·-that there should 
be -sonie o·ne in this Ho·use to re·port _ 
8:lld .a.nswer questions concerning the 

- ,. . . . 
rai\way while th·e House was in ses-
sion. I happened to be Colonial Sec-

. . 

r-eta.ry at the time. And the rail way · 
was . always under the -Colo-ni1al S·ec-

. ·. ' . \' .. I -- . . . ' . . . ' 

retary's · ·:nepartinent. · The first com-
rni.ssione·rs . w·ere . the Colonial Secr·e-

w .. . - - -

ti1ry, Mr. Berteau and Mr. ·Hall. Mr. 
Berteau had the man.a.gement -of the 
tlri~nce. ·Mr. Hall, - the ·Government 
enginee~, was " supposed to have a 

f I / _, " ' 

helter kno·wledge o.f the railway than 
any one. ~,lse. -But H.alfyard, Hall and 
Burteau were not accepted by the op
f.<)sition last year. -Anet the reasons 
gl~eti ~ere these. · I quote now from 
the -·Ha;nsard of last year; Mr. Higgins, 

. . . ' . . . . . 
the then leader of the op·pos1t1on, 
said: 

I•, • 

· -"I h.ad Ii-oped ·that the Government .. 
'vould have li·fted this railway matter 
clear of the realm of politics. It is 
llractically' a repetition of the old 
story;L etc.';: The; ;:railway 1s ·going to 

be made a political machine, I care 
11ot how honest the intentions of the 
I'rime Minister are. It is a pi~y that 
an. outside commission, so constructed 
a.s to be no-n-partizan are not taking 
11old of the matter." 

That was Mr. Higgins' a-pinion j'ust 
12 months ago when he was in the 
Opposition. It would be interesting to 
know what his op1nion is now as Min
ister ·of Justice. Mr. Higgins in the 
Opp:osition thought that a co.mmission 
outside party politics should be ap
puinted so· that there would not be any 
sl1adow of suspicion .as to any p-ar
tfsanship. Mr. Sullivan, the member 
for Placentia and St. Mary's, was more 
llronounced and was very much ex
cited over tl1e personnel of the com-
1nission In fact we. h.ad to· adjourn 

• 1 

the House to give Mr. Sullivan an op .. 
IJOrtunity to air his grieve·nces before 
11is c-olleagues. But referring to the 
IIansard we find Mr. Sullivan saying: 

''Wl1y do you not appo·i11t a Commis
sion from members o-n both sides of 
tl1e House. We, as Opp·osition me1n
bers, want to get a fair show. We do 
not anticip·ate getting a squ.are deal. 
I, for one, strongly object to tl1e ra.il
way being made a party machine." 

Well theise are the opin "o·nS of the 
Opposition -o-f that day. I am not 
questio•ning thei:P sincerity o·ne way or 
the otl1er. 1.Vlr. Sullivan further said: 
"I am not going to stand for the mak1-~ 

up of this partisan railway commis
sion. I an1 11ot prep·ared to let any
thing else go through the Hous e." 

Mr. Cha."rman, I am not finding; 
fault with the new commissio·n. T11ey, 
of cours.e, won't do· anything of a par
tisan political nature, it would be un
kind to suggest such a tl1ing. Their 
actions since beco·ming members of 
the. Go,vernment will not give color 
to such suspicions. The commission 
of last year, Ho·n. Geo. Shea, Hon . 
Ta!sker Cook and myself, met witl1 
the appro,val of the whole House. We 
knew very 1ittle about running a rail-, 

way, no person expected us to kno-:.v 
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how to manage a railway. We d'idn't 

even know when the express went out 

or \Vhe11 she came in. Ap,pa.rently 
fron1 the remarks made by Mr. Cashin, 
the member for Ferryland, that is one 
of tl1e qualifications fo·r a railway · 
co·mmissio·ner. We thought there was 
someo,ne there to te,11 the people that. 
It was not ot1r business. There was 
one thing we· tr ed to do and that was 
to keep it o·utside tl1e realm of politics. 
Thjs we succeeded 'in doing. There 
was 110 discrimination. I defy contra-
diction from any one in the H.ouse. 
Be fair now Mr. F ' nance Mini.ster. Do 
not draw a red 11erri11g across the 
trail. I am talking facts that cannot 
be contradicted. It is unfair to l\1r. 
Russell, tl1e Manager of tl1e Railwa.y, 
to say tl1at he wouid be a party to 
ai1ything unjust. 

Mr. Chairman, I have the floor if 
you p1ease. If the Finance Minister 
11as anything to say, he will be given 
an opportun' ty to reply. This matt"!' 
1Should not ca11se any heated argu
ment. I am not saying a.nything for 
any,one to get excited over, for 've 
tried to keep the managGmen t of tl1e 
ra'jlway outside of party po,litics. I 
tl1ink we st1cceeded. Tl1e Government 
got no more concessions than tl1e Op
no·sitif1n. Reference l1as b?en made 
to t11e expendjture of money on im
prove1nent to· the track 1ast year. Tl1A. 
rnoney was Rl1"nt nrincipally for· reli0f 
nt1rno·se1s. Tl1e n strict o.f Placentia 
:1 n n Rt. 1\tf 2 r"r '~ '"'" f) t 8 R many men at 
work in con11ection with the railway 
:--is any 0.ther p1a.rt oif the islancl. I 
rlare.say Trin·ity District got the most. 
But one reaso·n why T'rinity had inore 
rn en Pm ployed on the rai11'ray, 'vas 
hecause she 11a.d six or seven times as 
many people out of e·mployment. They 
'Vere satisfiecl to work for two dollars 
a day. Wh"re~R . t.he 1nen from some 
other districts vvere not satisfied to 
'vork for two rlnlJars. The men fro,rr1 
Trinity district held on to the work. 
There was· nothing else fo1r then1 to 

do. Placentia and St. Mary's district 

received special treatment with re

gard to work on tl1e railroad. And I 
tl1ink two or tl1ree weeks after tl1e 
'vork commenced, riot a man in Pla
centia .. and St. Mary's who applied to 
Mr. Sullivan fo·r 'vo1rk but got work. 
T1l1e Executive Go·vernment also made 
a special vote of $10,000 for railroad 
w:ork for Placentla and St. Mary's 
alone. 

Tl1e Da ly Ne\vs wl1ich I understand 
:s the moutl1piece of the Government, 
r11ade a wonderful splurge 0 1ver tl1e 

I • • appointment of tl1e new comm1~s1on. 
Tl1ese patriots and saviours of tl1eir 
country were going to save all kinds 
of money. They 'vere going to, wo1rk 
fo·r nothing. I am getting suspicio·u.s 
of people wl1en they say they are go
ing to work for nothing. I have 11eard 
o.f a Prime Mini:ster who took no sal
ary, but he took a cheque for expen
ses. Wl1en the bill for expenses 
comes in, the salary in compi:1rison 
may look pretty sn1all. I kno 1

\\' tl1e 
most of tl1e Railway Commissioners 
fairly well. 

Tl1ey have knowleclge no doubt of 
a certain line of busine,ss, selli11g 
goods, buying fish or coal, etc. Bt1t 
'iVhat kno·wledge tl1ey have of runnin~ 
the ra1 lway any more than I-Ion. Ta~
ker Coo·k, or I-1011. Geo. Sl1Aa. I do·n 't 
ltnow And they ar8 going to wo-r!{ 
without a salary. The f1ct of tl1e 
m.atter is t11at the member.~ of t.110 

Commission bejng member~ of tl1e· 
House of Assembly, two of them 
at least could only accept a salary for 
six months 'vhen tl1ey eYp0r,t. to lJ 1d 

there fo·r yea.rs with the Dttl 1. a 11 rl 
prestige of such a posit1on. Thnt is 
tl1e reason they are not acceptin~ nnv 
s0la.ries. They will co ... n0 t1nder t.110 

D'isabil ties Act. Tl1e Railw1y Corr1-
mis:sioners have a ver:v respon~ibl~ 

'vork to· do v\rl1ether t11ey kno'v anY·· 
tl1ing about tl1e runnjng of a rail,vnv 
or i1ot. As stated 11ere last ye~1r. 't 
is the biggest S{>ending depa.rtµient 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 229 

of the Government. One heavy ite.m 

is the purchasing of sixty or seventy 

tho1usa.nd tons O·f coal, and the pur

chasing of that co·a1, the pr ·ce paid 
. 

for that coal and the· qual'ity may 
mean a saving to this country o·r a 
great lo1ss. And I trust that the Rail
way Commissioners wil1l give the mat
ter every consideration before the·Y 
enter into contrac,ts fo1r the supply o.f 
coal fo·r the· railway next )"ear. Two 
of the Rai,lway Commissione.rs have 
agencies from American coal compan-
ies. That 'is freely stated. Therefore 
I conclude that the gene.ral public 
concludes that these men are not 0 1n 
tl1e Railway Con1mission fo·r tl1e goo·d 
of their health. I am not finding fault 
with them for having a coal agency. 
Not at all. But Mr. Cha.irma.n we have 
:men interested in sup,plying coal to 
the railway who are co·mmisS' o·ners on 
the railway. That is a fact that can
not be disp·uted. I am not finding 
fault, but the pro·priety of having sucl1 
men on the Railway Commissi:on may 
be seriously questio·ned~ Last year 
Mr. H-iggins., the representative of St. 
John's E'ast, said, w· th all due re
spect to the Co101nial Secre,tary, the 
work of his D'epartment was qu'ite 
enough fo·r him without adding the 
job of railway commissioner on to it. 
It wa.s very kind of him to· say that. 
I however might say the same thing 
with regard to the Pr-ime M nister. 
Mr. Monro1e, besides be,ing the Prime 
Minister o.f the Colony, is also the 
Minister of Education. He is also 
now a commissioner of the railway·. 
And what time the Prime M~ n-ister 
can give· to railway matters I really 
do1 not know. T'h'is year the co1nmis
sion app·o·inted for the ra.i,lway is made 
tlP· of members of the Government. 
All ·from one side of the House. I 
trust it is not a case of party politics, 
and tha.t the patrona.ge, and appo·int
ments o·f o·fficials w· 11 be left at the 
discretion of the manager and his as
sistants, as last year. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTI(;E 
-They were all from one side last 
yea.r. 

MR. HALFYARD-The House a.d
journed and the matter was taken up 
with you by the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Warre·n, and I think you came back 
with Hon. T.asker Co·ok as yo,ur no,m-
• 1ne·e. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE-He was a Government nomi-
11ee. 

MR. HAI .... FY ARD-Mr. Sullivan 
says he saved the country sixty thou'.'" 
sand dollars. We will let that go for 
the. present. Do you not think Mr. 
Chairman, that the railway mana.ge
ment could learn something from ex
perience. If it could not it is a lot 
more stupid than we think it is. 
Captain Randell told me more about 
coal and the price of coal than ever I 
knew before. That was because he 
was in a position to know. And, Mr. 
Chairman, do you think that Mr. Rus
sell was fool enough to give the Besco 
what it wanted before he found out 
what he could get coal for from other 
companies. The price of coal is not 
the same this year as last. I think 
tl1a t the company can get coal cheaper 
this year than last. However, Mr. 
Chairman, Mr. Sullivan has shown 
that he is very much interested in the 
coal business. He was very much in
terested last year. He is now a Rail
way Commissioner and that railway 
has to buy sixty thousand tons of coal 
and Mr. Sullivan, the honourable com
missio~er, will su~ely say to the Man
aged, Mr. Russell, I do not want to 
secure an order for coal. Oh no! Mr. 
Sullivan is not made that way. Go 
and buy your coal from somebody else. 
That is what certain peo.ple will do? 
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, we will have 
to wait till next year to find out what 
this wonderful Commission will do, 
where they will buy their coal. We 
will then have an experience of the 
self-sacrificing patriotic Railway Com-
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mission. The Hon. Member for Pia- ment, because this . countrY; ., could .not 
centia and St. Mary's "ras absent when continue tl1is railway a.s a pu$ine.s.s 

.. . .. ' ' "·'·· 

I quoted from the Ha.nsard what he ; concern if they had ,'. to . pa.Y a million 
said last year on the personnel of the , .. ; 1 

• · · • ·. · · 

Railway Commission. I will read it, -·- or more dollars for its."· .deficit ey:~fY 
· year. The country could not very . well 

again for his edification. do without the railw~y and ve·iy for-
.. . . 

Mr. Halfyard reads extract from tunate1y for us that .industry ·was 
Mr. Sullivan's speech of last year. started at the Humber and . has 

I want to show this House the con- changed the whole situation. If this 
sistency of some of the hon. 1nembers. industry had not started and thereby . . 

It seems that nothing can be done or increased the earning . power ... of our 
proposed from this side of the House; railway I really do not know what .we .. 
without the taunt being thrown across- should have done. · It has · given prac'-
that it was done for some si11ister mo- · tically three quarters . of · -a · rtiillion 
tive. I .. ast year we were on the other clollars to the railway beside.s the mil..:. 
8ide. There could not be a railway lions of · dollars the country has bene~ 
commission appointed from the Gov- fitted otherwise. In spite of _. the · ha.rd-

~ -
ernment ranks without it being of a ships that some laborers endure, the 
political partisan nature. Last . year, Humber industry is a Godsend and the 

. .-. 
Mr. Chairman, Mr. Sullivan was so greatest blessing ever the country · re-
aroused as to rise in his place, in this ceived. After all every new industry 
House and say "that nothing so dis- has its drawbacks and difficulties with 
criminating, nothing so partisan, noth- regard to labor conditions. These con
ing of su·ch a nature as a commission ditions will improve With time. With 
from one side of the. House s·hould be regard to the labour troubles I trust 
tolerated, and he for one wouldn't tl1at these will be adjusted, and that 
stand for it." 

I trust when this debate on the 
matter of coal is over that Mr. Sulli
van will be kind enough to give the 
same treatment to my cor1stituents as 
I did to his, and I will be satisfied. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, I think that 
during the course of nly remarlrs some 
of the hon. mem.bers signified their 
intentions of giving some inte·resting 
explanations. I shall be very glad if 
anything in my remarks will cause 
them to say anything illuminating on 
this matter of coal. I will not weary 
the House further, and I trust that 
tl1e Rail wa.y Commission wil'l have 
acted in such a way that the showing 
of the rail wa.y next year will be as 
good as it was or as good as it will 
be at the end of June this year. In 
fact, I am surprised that the loss was 
so sma·ll. I could not have thought 
that the Railway would have been 
practically self-supporting. That is 
good encouragement for the Gove.rn-

•, 

Capital and Labor will · work har-
inoniously together. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :- Mr. Chairman, since there are 
certain other gentlemen on this side 
of the House who may have some .per
sonal explanations to make, I would 
like to say shortly that I ·am not a coal 
contractor. For that reason I have no 
personal explanation to make. I would 
like to say a few words with regard 
to the general tenor of Mr. Halfyard·'s 
remarks. I nlay say firstly that I ap
prove of the manner in . which he ap
proached his standpoint in this matter, 
especially in the concluding por~ion of 
his remarks, on the industry O,J;l the . ..,._ 

West C·oast, and the effect it had on 
changing the condition of the railway 
as to its earnings. He also very pro
perly said that he hoped that the re
cent troubles would be settled soon 
and good results come out of an ap
parently disagreeaple . situation. I 

.' . ' 

however want to repeat the statement 
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·which I made from the other side of 

the House last year. We have to view 
this matter according to circumstan

ces. Last year the railway had been 

taken over on the spur of the moment 
-after a couple of years had been 
spent ex.perimenting on it. A c·ommis
sion of control was appointed. The 
Prime Minister of the day said that he 
had undertaken to settle the Reid 
situation. I repeat that that settle
ment was a dear thing for this Colony. 
It has proved that, and what I fear is 
that it will get dearer as the years go 
on. The Reids got clear of all their 
obligations. I use the same offensive 
term now that I used last year: The 
Reids put it all over the Government 
of the day. They got clear of all their 
obligations and got two millions of 
dollars for a broken down railway. 
It is going to cost a fine amount to 
put it in first class running order. 
The Leader of the Government of that 
day said that the Government's taking 
over of the rail way was only tempor
ary, and that he had been communi
cating with an English concern to 
take over the railway. Anyhow since 
the Government has taken over the 
railway temporarily it was proposed 
to appoint a commission to run the 
railway until arrangements were 
finalized with the concern referred to. 
A commission was appointed and the 
members were Mr. Halfyard, the then 
Colonial Secretary, Mr. Hall, the 
Government Engineer, and Mr. Ber-

·, 
teatl, tl;ie Auditor General. I repeat 
no\y ·what I sald, that if ever' there 
was a "one man commission" that was 
one. The idea of two civil servants 
forcing their views on Mr. Halfyard, 
their boss, is too foolish to talk about. 
The whole thing was a joke. Fortu-
.nately at the time the matter was in
tended to be a joke·. It could not be 
seriously contemplated. If a man sug
gested to me that the railway would 
not be run according to Mr. Half
yard's ideas I would be surprised. It 

would be his railway. It was a nice 

little scheme. Mr. Halfyard, Mr. Hall 

and Mr. Berteau. Mr. Halfyard was 
the Government man, because he was 
the most inoffensive man to present. 
His name was sufficient. Everyone 
knows Mr. Halfyard. There would be 
no trouble. Mr. Halfyard knows him
self that it would have ·been a j.oke. 
What happened? Mr. Sullivan and 
myself were the only members of the 
Opposition present on our side of the 
House that night, and as the member 
for Trinity states we threatened to 
hold up the Estimates. We would hold 
them up until a commission was ap
pointed that was not partisan. What 
was the result? The late Prime Min
ister will confirm what I say. He 
came to me and Mr. Sullivan's name 
was mentioned. The reason we want
ed him on the commission was because 
he was a competent man. There was 
no other reason. We had no one else 
to go on the c·ommission. The Prime 
Minister told me the next day that 
some fo'llowers of the Government 
would not have Mr. S'Ullivan because 

• of the way he had criticized them the 
night previous. 

There was no questio·n of his com
petence. What happened afterwards? 
The Governrr1ent ca.me a,lo·ng after
wards and sai'd that· they would ap
point a. comm. ·ssion co.nsisting O·f Mr. 
Halfyard, the Colonia,l Secretary, Mr. 
Shea, and His Honor Ma.yor Cook. 
They tho·ught that the ap.pointment 
of Mayor c·o,o~ would give it a le1SS 
partisa.n color, becaus·e Mayo·r Coo·k 
was a friend of those on o.ur side. I 
may say righ.t here and now that I 
am not aware so far as I a.m concern
ed that Mayo1r Cook was even the ·least 
i11tereste1d in party politi'cs. Not in 
any way. However, the C'ommiss.fon 
'Vais an 1 mprovement on the one con
sisting o,f the two civil servants of the 
Government and we let it go1 at that. 
There is now, one other point I want 
to make. We a.re now in a totally dif-
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ferent po·sition w-ith regard to the op

erations o.f the ra: lro,ad. I v,."ant to1 

say right now that I do not believe in 

Govern1nent ownership at all. The 
quicker the Government can get clear 
of the rail way the better I will be 
pleased. The changed situatio11 has 
not a1ter·ed my views. Any success 
that has been the lot of the rail 'vay 
for this year co·uld not do· that. There 
has been a lot of freight pass over 
the road for the past few mo,nths. But 
what -is the condition o·f the ra·. 1,vay 
now. What is the conditio,n O·f the 
ro·ad bed? We will be ca.I.led upo111 

to pay through the nos.e· to put that 
bed in a go·od condition or I am very 
much mistaken . So far as I am con
cerned I wo.uld almost give tl1e rail
way to so1me con tractor if he 'vould 
take it over and run it. My views 
have not cl1anged from what they 
were when I sat o.ppos· te. I still do 
not believe in Government control. 
Tl1e Prime Minister at the time of the 
taking over of the railway said that 
there were negotiations go1ing on with 
sorr1ebody to· take 0 1ver· the railwa.y. 
I do not believe that these negotia
tion!S ever had any foundation in fact. 

I may say with respect to the pre
sent Prime Minister that we have not 
received any serious suggestion from 
anybody for the taking over of the 
railway. I think that the whole thing 
was a dream. A dream of the gentle
man who was then the leader of the 
House. We took away the railway and 
paid tw.o m1illion dollars for it and no
thing was heard of the millions for 
cou11ter. claims which it was alleged 
we had against the Reids and now we 
have got to ·keep this railway going 
especially since the big industries 
were started on the Humber and else
where. Now to-day the Government has 
got to carry the responsibility for the 
rail way and it is no place for an out
sider on the Commission. We are in a 
totally different position. My stand is 
that if a Government intended to c·on-

tinue the rail way as a Government 

:business then it should create a Min

ister ·of Railways and have him devote 
his time wholly to his department. I 
do not believe that any man, or num
ber of men for that matter can run an 
enterprise so great as the railway 
without devoting all his or their time 
to it. It has managed to get along 
largely because of a pretty good staff 
of management, of course. A pretty 
highly paid staff I may say. Some 
gentlemen up there are pretty highly 
paid for their work. It is up to the new 
commission to find out just how far 
the railway can possibly be run 
cheaper with regard to the matter of 
salaries. It is not for me to say just 
what can be done in this direction. And 
·with regard to the present commis
sion I think that we have been able to 
hand out a much better Commission 
than the old one, I say this is not in 
any way disparagingly to the ex-Col
onial Secretary, the Hon. member for 
Trinity. The members of the present 
commission have been experienced in 
this kind of work. I am not casting 
any reflection on the old commission 
or ·on any of the men of which it was 
made up. There is I may submit a 
marked improvement in the Commis
sion. However, I think that some of 
the membe:rs on this side have a. few 
remarks to make in reply to the hon. 
member for Trinity and I will not de
lay the House further. 

HON MR. SULLIVAN:-Mr . . Chair-· .. 

man, I would like to sa.y .a few things ... 
in reply to the hon. member for T~in-· 
ity as he has been pleased to mention., 

I • • ' 

my name here this evening in .connec-
tion with matters. The hon. member 
made some remarks about my looking 
for the contract to supply coal to the 
Government railway during the re
gime of the Railway C·ommission ap
pointed by the late Government. Now 
I have here a copy of the Advocate of 
July 25th, which refers · to the newly 
appointed Railway · Commission. It is 
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headed Honorary 

Appo1intments. 

but Remun,·erative 

(Mr. Sullivan reads the article from 
the Advocate) . .. 

Well, gentlemen, what did really 
hftppen? Did the late· Co·mmission make 
any attempt to find out in the coal 
inarkets . of the world what they. could 
get coal for? No, they did not, because 
the crowd who comprised that Com
mission were either too indifferent, 
too careless or too incapable, and I 
am afraid that they were all three. 
Their policy seemed to be in keeping 
with the policy of the Government of 
that day. They simply took the attitude 
of letting her drift and paying any 
price for coal that they were asked to 
pay. They did not call for tenders or 
find out where they could get coal the 
cheapest; they were prepared to swal
low whatever the Besco people were 
prepared to offer them. On one occa
sion I found out that a cargo of coal 
was required at the opening of naviga
tion for Humbermouth and Argentia, 
and I rang up the Commission stating 
that, provided my price was right, I 
expected to get ~air play. But I did 
not get fair play, neither did I sell ·a 
ton of coal to the Railway Commission. 
Is that a strange thing, I wonder, for 
Mr. Halfyard to know? Still he gets up 
here and says that I sold coal while 
he, a member of the Railway Commis
sion, was incapable and indifferent of 
what was going on. I was the Agent 
here, f o,r the firm of Eva,ns and Reid 
of Newcastle on Tyne, and Mr. Lind
strom, the Business Manager of that 
firm, was here last year and he called 
on Mr. Russell, General Manager of 
the Railway. Mr. Lindstrom pointed 
out that he had good steam coal to sell 
and he asked for an opportunity to 
tender. When I was in England last 
winter there was a cargo of coal afloat 
that had been sold to a firm in New 
Brunswick and which firm had gone 
into insolvency. Now if that Commis
sion that we had here then had had 

their eyes open, 

bought that coal 

they would have 

for $4 per ton c.i.f ., 

but they were too indifferent. In March 

last Messrs. Evans and Reid cabled 
the Newfoundland Government offer;. 
ing coal at 3ls. 6d., c.i.f. At that time, 
bear in mind, the Commission here 
were vaying $7 .50 ·per ton c.i.f. Here 
was a concern offering coal cheaper 
and the Railway Commission decided 
to give them a trial cargo and that was 
all I had to do with that transaction. 
But I realized that we were not buy
ing coal in the right place and I was 
not afraid to cable Phil~delphia, Vir
ginia and Pennsylvania, because I 
found out that the Armstrong-Whit
worth people had ,bought their coal 
·c.0nsiderably cheaper in the United 
States than it could be bought in Syd
ney. When I was convinced that it was 
not possible to get coal from New
castle at a price to compete with the 
Dominion Coal Company I went else
where. I might say what really hap
pened last year was that the Dominion 
Coal Company s·old the Railway Com
mission practically all their require
ments of coal at $7 .50 c.i.f. I want the 
House to bear the figures that I am 
going to mention in mind. In 1922 and 
1923 the Railway Commission paid 
$7 .50 per ton c.i.f. for run of mine 
coal. In February of this year the 
Railway Commission bought a cargo 
of coal c.i.f. from the Besco Company 
at $7.40 per ton c.i.f Do you think, sir, 
that if I had not competed this year 
and if Cashin and Company had not 
competed that the coal sold by the 
Besco this year would h.ave be·en 
sold by them at $7 .40 per ton c.i.f. or 
10 cents per ton less than last year? 
I can produce the documentary evid
ence to show what happened. I have 
a letter from Mr. McMaster, the Sales 
Agent for the Besco people, quoting 
me certain prices. Coal was sold in 
February, 1924 to the Railway by the 
Besco Company at $7 .40 c.i.f. In the 
early part of March I cabled firms in 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Philadelphia, West Virginia and New 

York, people whom I had been deal

ing with during the war, and the .price 

1 received from them was $1.00 per ton 

cheaper th·an the Besco people · were 
prepared to sell at. Is not this a curi
ous thing, · that when I cabled those 
American firms in the · early part of 
March, a broker walked into my office 
on Water Street · two days after say
ing that he had a message from the 
Head Office of the Dominion Coal Co. 
in Montreal, .and that they wanted to 
know who I was purchasing forty 
thousand · tons of coal for in the United 
States. I replied that it was none of 
their business and that I was purchas
ing coal for clients of mine who were 
carrying on a large ·business in this 
country. This is how I discovered to 
purchase coal cheap and this is how 
I discovered to save $60,000.00 for the 
taxpayers of Newfoundland. I said to 
the Broker that I would give the 
Besco a chance to quote a figure. I 
cabled them and I received an answer 
saying, that they would deliver forty 
thousand tons of coal in any port in 
Newfoundland at $7.50 for run of min.e 
coal and $8.00 for screened coal. I 
cabled them back that their price was 
too high and that there would be no 
business for them at that price. They 
cabled me back advising me to hold 
back until their, Mr. McMasters ar
rived here, as he was then en rou_te. 
He arrived and offered $7 .50 for run 
of mine and $7 .65 for screened coal 
c.i.f This was the Dominion Coal Co's 
quotation on the 27th or 28th day of 
March last on a forty thousand ton or
der, which was no small order either. 
t.I _is needless to p·oint out that I did 
not give them the order because I got 
coal cheaper afterwards in America. 
But later I was told by Mr. McMasters 
that he was prepared to quote at a 
considerably cheaper price and that 
Mr. Wolvin had told him to get the 
order at any pr.ice. If I had known that 
at first I would have quoted as low as 

$5.00 and they would have come down 
to that price. But some 48 hours after 
the 27th or 28th of March Mr. McMas-

' -
ters, after spending several days here 
waiting and smelling around found out 
what my quotation was and put in the 
tender to the Railway at $6.50 c.i.f. I 
do not know where the leak was ,but 
I intend to find out. But we made him 
come down ·in the price. · He would not 
have done it were it not for our corn
petition. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to ·as];r, have I not got a 
right to do · a legitimate business ·in 
this country? I am. not asking for any 
favors. I am going to ask Mr. Half
yard presently for the infor1nation of 
the House why he gave the Besco peo
ple the order at all. I know myself 
why he gave it and he and the other 
men who comprised that Commission 
ought to be ashamed of themselves. 

MR. HALFY ARD: -I would like for 
the hon. member to take that back. I 
am not going to tolerate such langu
a.ge. without a protest. 

HON. MR. S•ULLIVAN:-I repeat, 
Mr. Chairman, that the men who com
prised that Commission ought to be 
ashamed of themselves over · the way 
that contract was given to the Besco 
pe.ople. Why during the · last three 
years that Company has cruified the 
people of Newfoundland. It is true that 
they paid a paltry export tax on ore; 
for a certain period but if they did, 
they got it back a hundred fold by 
overcharging us $1.00 a ton on every 
ton of coal that they sold us. Those 
who comprised the first Railway Com
mission were bad enough, but the last 
one was the W·Orst. Now I want to let 
the people of this country see if I have 
done anything that I s.hould be asham
ed of. In 1923 the Dominion Company 

... 
sold the Railway Commission coal at 
$7 .50 p·er ton a.nd in Fe1bruary 1924 they 
so1Id it at $7.40 when the railway could 
have got it, better coal too, at $6.40. 
We were prepared to supply this 
cheaper coal, which containe.d . less 
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f3lack, more volatile matter, less ash 

and less sulphur. In April last Mes

srs. Evans & Linkstrom, Ltd., sold a 
cargo · of coal when coal was a. high 
price in England at $7 .20. What com
pliment was it fo·r a. firm that I re,pre
sented to sell the Railwa.y 3,000 tons 
at that figure I ask? I · did not sell 
it · personally though. In April also 
Messrs. Cashin and Company " sold 
a cargo at the same price. · In March, 
1924, M . . S. Sullivan quoted on 40,000 
tons of American coal at $6.40 c.i.f. 
That was the lowest price put in up 
to that time. I never altered my ten
cler. I never got a chance to do that. 
That was one of the things allowed 
to be done under the late administra
tion. Now I am going to cite a case 
where the price was altered. On March 
31st last Messrs. Cashin and Company 
and myself both quoted at $6.40 per 
ton on different gra.des of co.al, and 
on ·· April 2nd, after this man Mc
Masters had smelled a.ro·und .and found 
out what our tenders were he quoted 
at $6.50. My price was in a week be
fore at $6.40, American funds, and 
which was equal t 'o $6.55. Further
tnore, . it must be re1nembe·red that 
Cashin and . Company a,nd myself were 
instrumental in bringing down the 
price, because if we did not tender the 
Railway Commission would have paid 
the Besco P.eople the same price prob
ably as they paid them the year be
fore. Now I would like to ask Mr. 
Halfyard why lie did not give me a 
share of that large order, , under the 
circumstances? Was there anything 
wrong about it? When I put in. __ my 
tender Mr. Russell remarked that it 
was an exceptionally low price. In 
fact he said he never dreamt that he 
could get coal as low, and he said 
that on our quotatio·n there would be 
a saving of $15,000 a year on 60,000 
tons ot ·coal. Still, Mr. Halfyard gets 
up an·d tells us that they would not 
buy from my p·eople. 

' ' 

MR ... HALFYARD- We knew where 

to get the best quality of coal. 

. HON. MR. SULLIVAN-You knew 
vou had a steamer on charter alright 
~ 

too. 

MR. HALFY ARD-rrhat is incor-. 
rect. 

MON. MR. SULLIVAN-It is not in

corr·ect. I did not deserve to be 

writen up in that way in the editorial 

of the Advocate. Was it done because 
I am a member· of the Government? I 
do not want any faV<lrs from anybody. 
All I want is a square deal. But this 
a,s·surance I am prepared to give to 
the honourable gentleman opposite, 
that · no Company I am interested in 
will receive any favorable considera
tion from me as a member of the 
present Rail way Commission unless 
their tenders are such as to warrant 
such consideration. Now that man who 
came down here for the Besco· peo
ple was determined to beat any man 
competing against him. To show you 
how they are watching things they 
sent a Broker, W. B. Fraser, into my 
office 48 hours after I had c~bl_ed to 
1'he United States to get coal prices. 
If the latest Commission had done 
their duty and had realized that coal 
could be bought here so much cheap
er than they were in the habit of pa.y
i11g for it the past few years, they 
would have made the Besco people 
give them a refund. When I found 
out that the Besco tender was $6.50 I 
immediately rang up every coal mer-:
chant of this town and acquainted 
tl1e1n of it so that every man who im
ports coal could get the. benefit of the 
reduced price and incidentally every 
householder as well. I also informed 
tl1e Armstrong Whitworth peo-ple 
what this man was down for at the 
time. This Besco Company made so 
n1uch off us of late years that they 
vvere prepared this time to· sell at a 
sacrifice. Bnt the' late Railway Com-

, 

mission never called for tenders in th~ 
proper way, just as tenders were- n.ot 
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called for in the proper way for the 
Normal School. That should make an 
interesting story I imagine, and I 
think that Mr. Halfyard would be tl1e 
best to tell it, namely, what ha.ppened 
when the tenders were opened; was 
tl1e man who got the contract thou
sands of dollars above others; will he 
tell what gentleman was ten thousand 
dollars out in his a.dditions, an·d va,r
ious other que$tionable matters in con
nection with that historic building? I 
have to again repeat that I think that 
the remarks in the Advocate about 
me were uncalled for. s.o far as I am 
concerned, I have always tried to play 
t~e game of politics fairly, and I do 
not think that r have been personally 
objectionable in this House, and all 
I expect in the business of the country . 
ir1 which I am concerned is that iny 
tenders will be received and consid
ered on their merits. 

' 

THE HON. lVIINISTER OF FINANCE 
-Mr. Chairman, I would like to take 
back the statement that I made to the 
effect that Mr. Halfyard sent the S.S. 
Kyle off without giving Messrs. Long 
a.nd Lake a passage. to Burin. I find 
out now that it was Sir Wm. Coaker 
who sent the Kyle off. 

THE HON. J. J. LONG-Mr. Chair
man, I beg to say that I am more or 
lEss interested in that Kyle move
ment, and · I should therefore like to 
say a few words. I suppose I shall be 
told that as I am a junior member I 
have no right to ask questions or re
ply to anyone. Mr. Hibbs offered me 
fatherly advice a few days ago, but I 
say right here now that from neither 
l\1r. Hibbs nor from Mr. Halfyard do I 
propose to accept advice.. So long as 
I have a breath in my body and am in 
,this House I shall express my opin
ions, that is what the people of Burin 
sent me 11ere for. If I were in the 
place of those me.mbers whom I have 
referred to I would be ashamed to say 
anyt;tiing considering past records 
when Hon. members were in power. 

Mr. Halfyard has not yet explained 
why it was that Mr. Lake and I were 
not allowed passage on the S.S. Kyle 
last spring to Burin. Now with regard 
to contracts for coal, you have not yet 
explained either why Morey and Co. 
did not get the contract to· supply 
coal to the Public Institutions when 
his tender was lower than any others, 
and the coal was of a better quality. 
Mr. Halfyard was a member of the 
Railway Commission and how did he 
act in that capacity as regards coal 
tenders? The Hon. gentleman was not 
slow in accepting $1000.00 for . work 
'\\Thich he did not exactly perform. 

Now with regard to a 10 per cent. 
cut O·n Civil servants, why if when 
}rou were in office you had paid the 
salaries that their work was worth, 
and had put less in your own pockets 
the Civil Service would have been 
better, and now you may have some 
room to talk in the way you are doing. 
I would here warn Mr. Hibbs that he 
had better be careful as his record 
has to be read ·to ·the eoun try in a 
short while. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some pro.gress, and asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee l1ave leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

Mr. Puddister gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Grimes gave notice of .question. 
The Minister of Agriculture and 

Mines gave notice that he would. on 
to-morrow ask leave to . introduce a 
Bill to repeal Chapte~ 139 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en
tjtled "Of the Encouragement of Ag
riculture," and the Acts in amendment 
thereto. 
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THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER :-Mr. Speaker, I beg to read to 
the I-louse a message which I received 
from Mr. Browne, tl1e Member for 
the West End. He was 011 his way 
across . country and I got in touch 
with 11im and asked 11im to stop off 
at Corner Brook a11d make an inves
tigation relative to the strike there. 
This is the reply which I received 
from 11im:-

"At your request visited plant tl1is 
mor11ing, i11terviewed management, 
Butler a.i1d several me11. Strike al
leged to, resu1lt from dissatisfaction on 
coal ·boat wl1en 100 labourers were , 
pushed harder tha11 usual, as · many 
cars waiti11g to be filled; also Bishop's 
age11t, witl1out consulting Butler, · took 
some 30 carpenters as labourers on 
booms for 30 cents per hour. Men at 
to,vn site a11d pla.nt have no grieva11ce 
a11d were forced to quit. Company took 
tl1e attitude tl1at 25 cents was basic 
rate, a11d if increase were granted all 
otl1er me11 would dema11d similar 
treatment. Prince suggested ballot, 
tl1ose i1ot voting to be counted 
agai11st strike. Only eigl1t 11undred 
voted out of 2,700-284 favol1ring 
co11ti11uance of strike . All men re
turned to 'vork . this morning. None 
pe11alized. About 400 left for north
er11 districts during the week. Others 
comi11g in a11d company expects that 
all work will be in full swing in 
couple of days. No damage done." 

BROWNE. 

It was moved a11d seconded tl1at 
\vl1e11 the House rises it adjour11 un
til to-morrow afternon at three of 
tl1e clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
i11gly. 

TUESDAY, August 5th, 1924. 
Tl1e House met at three of the 

clocl{ in tl1e afternoon, pursuant to 
adiol1rnment . • 

Mr. Hickma11 gave notice of q ues- • 
ti on. 

Mr. Warre11 gave notice of questio11. 
Ho11. tl1e Prime Minister gave notice 

tl1at · with tl1e unanimous consent of 
tl1e House 11e would prese1itly ask 
leave to i11troduce a Bill "An Act to 
ame11d 68, Consolidated Statutes, 
1916, e11titled "Of the Prohibition of 
Intoxicating Liquors." 

Whereupon, with unanimous co11-
se11t, the Bill e11titled "Of the Prohi
bition of Intoxicait11g Liquors," was 
i11 trod uced and read a first time and 
it was ordered tl1at the said Bill be 
read a second time on to-morrow. 

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave 
i1otice tl1at he would 011 to-morrow 
ask leave to introduce a Bill "An Act 
to Amend 3 Geo. V., Cap. 14 entitled 
"An Act Respec;ting the Constructio11 
of a Railway througl1 Labrador." 

Hon. the Minister of Finance gave 
notice · tl1at 11e would on to-morrow 
ask leave to introduce a Bill "An Act 
to amend Cl1apter 10 of the Consoli
dated Statutes (Third Series) e11titled 
"Of the Departme11ts of ~..,i11a11ce a11d 
Customs." 

MR. HICKMAN:-! would like to 
ask tl1e Hon. Colonial · Secretary, 
without putting my ql1estion i11 tl1e 
form of a formal question, why tl1e 
schedule of th-€ trains run11i11g 
in Bay-de-Verde district 11as 
changed? 

dow11 
bee11 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY: 
! 11ave no knowledge of any cl1ange. 

. \ 

If Mr. Hickman would give me any 
information he has, I would be glad 
to inquire into the matter. Wl1e11 
was the cha11ge made? 

MR. HICKMAN :-I have received 
many complaints from frie11ds of mi11e 
down there that the trains are arriv
ing late in the mor11ing, at three and 
four o'clock in the morning, instead 
of arriving on schedule. I have been 
asked if I could get that information. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:
! will make a note of it. 
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NOTICE 01, MOTION: 

. Pursuant to i1otice and leave gra11t
ed ,and on motion of tl1e Minister of 
Agriculture a11d Mi11es, the Bill en
titled "A11 Act to repeal Chapter 139 
of tl1e Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled "Of tl1e Encourage
ment of Agriculture, a11d tl1e Acts in 
Ame11dment thereof," was introduced 
and read a first time, a11d it was or
dered tl1at the said Bill be read a 

' 

second time 011 to-morrow. 

Pursuant to i1otice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime 
l\1inister, tl1e Bill . en titled "A11 Act 
Respecti11g Alcoholic Liquors" was 
i11troduced and read · a first time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
read a seco11d time presently. 

'· 

HON . . PRIME MINISTER: - .Mr. 
Speaker, I wou1ld like to say in ex
J~lanation of th1ls Bill tl1at I propose to 
ask this afternoon without notice · to 
introduce a second Bill .. 

· As we s1aid in our Manifesto we in-
. ' 

tended in conne1ction w1ith this P·rol1i-
l)ition question to ap·point a commit
tee from both sides of both Houses to 
consider this Bill, and we want to 
li.,re up to our prom11ses in that re
sp-ect, and I propose to sugge·st th.at 
this Bill be se·nt to that committee be
fore its second reading, but at the 
same time I want to send a seco-nd 
Bil1l. 

The object of this seco·nd Bill is 
simply to give a license to hotels to 
sel1 beers and wines · at ta.ble I • 

thought that it was quite possible th.at 
'vhen this main liquo·r Bill goes to a 
committee that we migl1t not find time 
to be able to deal w1ith it in this ses
sion, but we, migh_t be able .to de.al with 
tl1e· second Bill; a.n.d we .think that it 

' ' 

is impo·rtant if. the ma.in Bill is go•ing 
to be reporte.d on sufficiently, to give 
the committee time to bring in a re
commendation concerning it, 'vhile 
the second Bi1ll might be1 passed witl1-
o.t1t very n1Uch consider·ation. 

' 

I also have the idea ·that if ·,ve are 

. . . . . 

going to launch a policy of encourag-
ing tourist tra.ffic we will. filld our
selves very much hampered in the be
ginning if 've are not able· to give a 
license to hotels, ·and, consequently, · 
rather tha.n ha.ve th·e main Bill post
poned-or if the main Bill is p·o.st
poned, we want the second Bill to go 
through immediately, so· that tl1e 
scheme for tourist traffic can be pro
gressing. We do not want ·to say any
tl1ing .about the Bill. It · wil1l .be hand
ed around now. The· seco·nd Bill is 
not. printed yet, but it will be sent 
round to the members in the course of 
tl1e next day, before the House meets 
again; but I suggest that the main 
Bill be circulated now so tl1at tl1e 
members may have, time to· consider 
it; and I pro-pose· to nominate a com- . 
mittee on both side~ or both Houses, 
cons1isting of fourteen members, to 
take up both Bills and make a report 
on them as quickly as possible. 

l migl1t say that perhaps I gave tl1e 
in1pression that I was going to nomi
n.ate the members 0 1f the· committee 
from the Upper I-louse. We will sim
ply noniinate1 the members of the 
I"'ower House. There w1ill be nine 
members from the Lower House and 
:five from the Up·per House. ~ · · 

MR. WARREN:-You can ha.rdly re
fer .a Bill to a committee unti·l it 11as 

' 

l1ad a second reading. 

. HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
The Prime Minister has given a spe
cial reason. I understoo·d that he was 
asking the indulgence of the House in 
having this matter referred to a select 
committee and a rep·o-rt from them. · 
If either Bill 'vas brought to a second 
reading the principle · involved in it 
would be at issue. But if both Bil1 s 
are referr·ed to the sele.ct committee, 
they may report both Bills or neither 
for a second reading. 

• 

MR. WARREN :-lVir. Speaker, -it is . ' { . 

a most extraordinary procedure · to re-
• fer a Bill to· a committee df ·: the ·House 

before you discu.ss the principle of' 
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the Bill at all. . ·I am only spe,aking 
. 

for nlyself, but it seems to me tl1at i11 

referring a Bill to a co111mittec of Ll1e 

House, .or·. to a joint committee . of 

both Ho.uses, you are co·mmitting 

yourselves · · .to . the p·rincipple of 

amending tl1e p·resent law. As far .as 
I -a1n concerned, if the Bill · were to go· 
to a second reading now I wou·ld vot\e 
for it, but I q11ite see that there may 
l}e a lot of dissatisfaction if yo·u send 
the Bill to· a · committee now, befor1e 
you take · the voice of the House on 
v·v11ether they are satisfied to agre·e 
to the principle of _. it. As far as I am 
concerned, if the . second reading were 
no,v, in five minutes I would vote for 
it. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Mr. Speake.r, ' l would like to. explain 
tl1at, from the standpoint of . practice, · 
M-r. ·Warren is correct. Mr. Warren · 
will understand that the object. of 
tl1is unusu.al proceclure is to, de·al w1ith 
an unusual situation. , Ordinarily the : 
practice would be to bring tl1e . Bill to 
a second reading, discuss . the prin
ciple and refer · it to a select co1nn1it·- , 
tee. The difficulty· about the prese11t . 
situation is tl1at the object bel1ind the 
second me.asure is to ende.avour to put 
machinery into op:eration regarding 
l1otel sales l1ere, wl1ereas .. the· otl1er is · 
practi~a'1ly a r .epeal · o·f the Prol1ibition·, 
-~' ct. Now, tl1e J::>.rime Minister to-day 
in introducing. it, r·e.ally asks for t11e 
11na.nimo·US consent of the . House to . 
'vaive t11e rigl1t of proceedjng to tl1e 
second reading. But 1· think, so far as· 
the Government is concerned, we. are 
q·~jt:e p·repared to· go on with t11e se·c-; 
ond reading, 

MR. WARREN:-Do I ·understand 
t.11at you propose to go on to tl1e sec
ond reading after the committee 
~tage? 

HON .MINISTER OF JUSTICFJ :-. 
N The obiect behind thfs no·''r is 0, 

not to comn1i.t the House to a second 
re.ad1ng : of either B 1ill.-' 

· · l\fR. WARREN :-When are~ you go
ing to 11a ve a second reading? 

liUN. MINIS'l1ER OF JUSTICE:
rr11e idea . would be to find out wl1icl1 

e 

Bill tl1is committee would ·consider 
best, a11d see whether the House could 
lieal with eitl1er of tl1ese ·Bi:lls · t11is · 
session. We are dealing with a11 ex
Lraord4nary situation. 

MR. WARREN: -I 
ir1ost extraordinary 
candidly do not quite 

think it is a 
proposition. I 
understand t11e · 

situation. 

HON. PRil\lE MINISTER:-We as
sume that t11e Ho.use is not prepared , 
to go to a se·cond reading and commit 
itself to the principle· of e·itl1er Bill 
to-day, Tl1e object of sending them to 
tl1e committee is to find · out their .. . .- } 

views as to whicl1 Bill should be pro.-
ceeded witl1. 

MR WARREN:-! .am at a loss to • 

understand t11e positio11. I under-
stood from the ·Prime Minister that 
tl1ere is a general Bill to · amend t11e 
Prohibition Act, wl1ich is the Bill tl1at 
is now being laid on our desks, that 
there might be some delay in coming . 
to any conclusion on th.at Bill, so you. 
wa.nt to have a committee appointed;; 
and then he introduced a second Bi 1 l 
merely · dealing with the sale of l·jq
uors in l101tels; and both .Bills were to 
go to· this select committee~ and 11e 
prop·osed to get a report from tl1em 
on this second Bill immediately so .. · . 

that l1e inight be able to go on witl1 ·it 
this session. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER: ·- Botl1 
Bills. 

- ·' ' 

MR. WARREN:-If you are going to 
get bo1th B.ills passed, I ·do not. se·e t11e 
rt1sh. 

" 

HON. PRIME MINISTER: - We 
want to get both Bills considered im
mediately, and know which ·Bill · is . 
going to be passed. 

MR. WARREN:-Are •they alterila-
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HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Yes. 

MR. WARREN:-! suggest that we 
sl1ould have both Bills before us so 
that we 1nay have an o,pportunity of 
seeing them. It would be bette,r to 
see tl1em before sending them to tl1e 
committee, especially if they are al
ternative. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
The pra.ctice is established. It is 
notl1ing at all contraryy to the ru'1es 
of the House to, have a committee ap
pointed to bring in a Bill. It is 
quite a common th,ing for a member 
to bring in .a. resolution to h·ave a 
committee app1ointed to bring in a 
Bill. Practically that is what this mo
tion amou11ts to. It is a motion that 
a joint committee be1 app,ointed for the 
purp·ose· of a ge·ner·al i-epresentation o,f 
views. It practically amounts to a 
motion for them to bring in a Bill. 
They may decline to bring in a Bill. 
As a matter o·f conven.ience, the two 
suggested Bills are to be submitted to 
them for their consideration .as a 
basis for the Bill they are asked to 
bring in. It seems to me that it is 
qujte a regular procet'iure. Instead of 
asking tl1em to bring in a Bill witl1-
out instruction, a general basis is 
g,iven to them for cons1der:ation. 

MR. WARREN:-! suggest to tl1e 
I-Ion. Prime Minister vr to the Hon. 
l\f inister of Justice tl1at we see both 
Bills before we refer them. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to use the words used by 
tl1e Hon. the · Colonial Se,cr·etary yes
te.rday. I think we sh.ould make haste 
slowly in this nlatter, but, neverthe
less, I am 'in accord with the opinion 
of the, Prime Minister in hav'ing it 
presented to a committee. The idea 
would be that this committee, being 
representative , of both Ho,uses and 
both s-ide·s would consider whether or 

' not they would bring in this identical 
Bill, or put in certain amendments; 
and whilst we should keep to the rules 

of debate, as Mr. Warren has stated, 
I consider· myself that I would be 
fa,rour,able and agreeab·le to having 
t11is B1ill sent to a com.mittee, but I do 
not think that we sh.ould commit our
selves to having it read a seco,nd time 

' · 
thougl1 I would be favourable· to its 
going to a co1nm.ittee·. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
The Bill could be re·ad a second time 
and sent to the· committee then. I do 
not see any re.ason at al1l why it could 
not be r·egarded as an instruction to a 
committee to go and rep·ort a Bill. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER: - Mr. 
Spea.ker, I do not kno·w whether it 
would meet with the, vie·ws of the 
House if I should propo·se the reading 
of this main Bill fo·r the· second time 
this afternoon, and if the Bill which I 
gave notice of yesterd.ay we,re· read for 
th.e seco·nd time to-day then it could 
go to the . select coip.mittee. This other 
Bill, then, could be· conside·red by the 
select committee not as a separate 
Bill but as an ame.ndment. 

Could I have the indulgence of tl1e 
House to re·ad the Bill I gave notice 
o·f yeste·rday a second time to-day, so 
tl1at we may pro,cee·d with the forma
tion of the committee. 

MR. WARREN·:-Since both Bills 
have to go to the· same, select co·mmit
tee, then, so1 far a,s l am co·ncerned, 
I am prepared to go, to the second 
reading now. If you were1 going to 
refer the Bil·l to a select committee, 
and both Bills we·re g·oing to the 
same select committe,e, and they were 
altern·ative, all I sugge.ste·d was tl1at 
you should not re1fer tlTis Bill to a 
select co1nmittee befo·re referring the 
other. 

MR. HICKMAN:-We are prepared 
to accept anything that ts not con
trary to the ru·les of the House. 

On motion, with unanimous co11-
sent, the Bill entitled "An Act Re
specting Alcol1olic Liquors" was read 
a second time. On motion, pursuant 
to notice, and witl1 the unanimous 
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co11se11t of tl1e House, tl1e said Bill July 17, 1924: 

\Vas ref erred to a committee co11sist

ir1g of ni11e members, ·and it was or-
• 

dered tl1at a message be sent to tl1e 

Legislative Council requesting that 

body to appoint a number of Cou11-

cillors to be joi11ed witl1 tlie Members 
of tl1is House. 

• 

Mr. Speaker appointed .the Com
mittee as follows: Hon. tl1e Prime 
Mi11ister, Mr. Hickma11, Ho11. tl1e 
Minister of Justice, Hon .tl1e Minister 
of Fi11a11ce, Mr. Warren, Ho11 . . Mr. 
Cramm, Mr. Duff, Mr. Cham.hers, Mr. 
Grimes. 

NOTICE Ol"' QUESTION: 

(1) MR. PUDDESTER asked tl1e 
Ho11. Minister of Fi11a11ce and Cus
toms to table a statement showing 
the amount, if any, now owing to the 
country by certain parties for fisl1ery 
supplies adva11ced in the year 1921. ,, 

Wl10 are tl1e parties owing amounts 
a11d wl1at steps are being taken to 
recover same a11d under wl1at terms? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
I beg leave to tabe·, '.tl1e following . re-

"'· ply: ' 

Name of Supplier who did not fur
nish Accou11t or Stateme11t and wl1icl1 
11as bee11 give11 to Solicitor for col
lectio11 of Total Amount received un
cler tl1e Guara11tee ,as per forfeiture 
clat1se of act. 

Additional refund on adjust-
ment of accou11ts . . . . . .1,104.42 

Interest to July 17, 1924 . . . . 17 4.08 

Total amou11t refu11ded . . . . $1,618.40 

FISHERMEN'S UNION TRADING CO. 
Balance due per Statement 

fur11ished . witl1 interest 
adedd to , July 25, 1924 .. $41,417.05 
Less Cash received August 
1, 1924 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,000.00 

$35,417 .05 

Amo1111t to be verified as 
being refu11ded to Board 
of Works . . . . . . . . . . $1,500.00 

$33,917.15 

Names of parties ai1d amounts owed 
by them to H.M. Government for re-

. fu11ds on 1921 Fishery Supply Guar
antee and which names and amounts 
.11ave bee11 given to Solicitor for col- · 
lection :-

Estate of T. P. Kemp, 
Trustees P. F. Fearn and 
J. J. McKay . . . . . . . . $ 1,239.01 

George Kenendy, The 
nedy Co., Avondale 

Wm. G. Par·sons & 
Ochre Pit Cove .. 

J. B. Orr Co., Ltd. . . 
Harold G. Maddocl{, 

Ken-
• • • • 

Son, 
• • • • 

• • • • 

Quir-

565.89 

302.85 
600.75 

pon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2250.90 
tf. C. Bl1tler-So11thside .. $5,000.00 . John M. Hear11, Colliers . . 151.81 

JOSEPH O'REILLY, 
Commissi611er. 

Name of St1pplier who furnished 
Statement but did not furnisl1 item
ized Accounts, which was given to 
Solicitor for collection. Before ac
tion was take11 the required accounts 
were fur11isl1ed and adjusted. 

Su.1•1•lie1~: Guara11tee: 
J. W. Hiscock-$10,000.00 

01igi11al 
Rerfun.d: 

. . . . $339.90 

Jam es Curran, Brigus . . . . 
John Moore, Dildo . . . . . . 
Noah M. Smith, Norman's 

Cove . . . . . . . . . . 
Wm. H. Seward, 

berry Cove . . . . 
Nathaniel Piercey, 

ton . . . . . . . . 
Fredk. E. Reid, 

• • • • • • 

Goose-

• • • • • • 

Winter 
• • • • • • 

Heart's 
Delight .. • • • • • • • • • • 

Lorenzo Noseworthy, Span-, 

iard's Bay . . . . . . . . . . 
Henry H. Hutchings, Do. 

309.70 
180.16 

87.41 

45.87 

100.72 

842.75 

109.06 
150.00 

• 
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Wm. G. Howell, Old Per.-
lican . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Alex. M. Dunphy, Petries 
Crossing • • • • • • • • • • 

Hon. P. Templeman • • • • 

J. T. Swyers Co., Ltd., 
Bona vista • • • • • • • • . ' 

Francis w. Bernard, Woods 
Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Roland Gillett, Twillingate 
Walter E. Martin, New 
Perlican . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.J. & W. Abbott, Bonavista 
Sydney Bursell, Topsail .. 
Edward Breen, Bear Cove 
Fishermen's U11ion Trading 

CO., Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . 

107.25 

454.30 
743.40 

2271.30 

481.63 
469.28 

213.41 
213.40 

36.80 
6.59 

28,230.03 

$40,164.27 

Names of Suppliers in Liquidation 
and amounts to be refunded tby Trus
tees to H.M. Government: 
Bishop, Sons & Co., Ltd. . . $2,733.27 
Marystown Trading Co., Ltd. 2,287 .45 
Estate Wm. Thompso11 . . . . 1,515.52 

$6,536.24 

Names of Suppliers who have been 
notified to refund: 
R. G. Rendell . . . . . . . . $1,306.33 
Edward Roberts, Twillingate 370.07 
Labrador Stores, Ltd. . . . . 223.28 

$1,899.68 

Total amount due to H.M. 
Government on adjusted 
accounts . . . . . . . . . . $48, 00.19 

to which must be added i11-
terest at 6 p.c. from De-
cember 1, 1921. 

Names and address of Suppliers 
who have furnished Statements but 
have not furnished itemized accounts: 
Er11est Simmons, Harbor 

Grace ! ! ! • ! • , , • • • • • • $22,125.52 

G. & M. Gosse, Spaniard's 
Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Mrs. L. M. Gosse, Do. . . . . · 
Wm. Ashbourne, Twilli11gate 
Strong & Mursell, Little 

Bay Isla11ds . . . . . . . . 
James Murphy & Son, Pla-

ce11tia • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ; 

4,500.00 
300.00 

8,000.00 

12,000.00 

2,500.00 

$49,425.52 

Names a11d addresses of Suppliers 
wl10 have not furnished Fishery Sup
ply Accou11ts or Statements: 

Daniel O'Neil, Trepassey .. $ 250.00 
W. W. Wareham, Hay Stack 1,000.00 
Tobias LeDrew, Cupids . . . . 500.00 
W. H. Gree11la11d, Coley's 

Point . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 
A. W. Piccott, St. J ol1n's .. 
.Jesse Gosse, Spaniard's Bay 
Thomas Smythe, St. John's 
Nathan Kea11, Brookfield .. 
Alex. Sansome, Friday's 

Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Prebble Bros., Bon11e Bay 
James Norris & Son, Co11che 
James Norris & Co., Coacl1-

man's Cove . . . . . . . . . .
Fred J. Scott, Fogo . . . . 
Benjamin Payne, Cow Head 
J. B. Orr, Co., Ltd,, St. 

John's .. 
Croucher & 

Isla11d .. 

• • • • • • • • • • 

Hatrcher, Bur11t 
. . . . . . . . . .... 

Total amou11t of Guara11tees 

5,708.10 
1,800.00 

300.00 
2,561.42 
1,447.69 

1,200.00 
4,973.53 
5,000.00 

4,000.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 

2,100.00 

1,000.00 

$33,340.74 

11ot adjusted . . . . . . . . . . $82,766.26 

JOSEPH O'REILLY, 
Commissio11er. 

lVI:R. PUDDESTER-Asked Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Customs to 
table a statement showing: (1) Pur
chase price of the S.S. Senef; (2) 
Cost of repairs and alterations; (3) 
Is tl1e ship now the property of the 
Govern1nent; ( 4) If not who are her 

.. 
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owners and on what terms was she 
purchased from the. Government. 

HON. THE. MINISTER OF FINANCE 
-(1) Purchase price $55,000.00; (2) 
None attached; (3) The Ship no lon
ger tl1e property of the Government; 
( 4) The owners are Geo. Bragg 22 
shares, Tl1e Union Trading Company, · 
Port Union, 42-64 shares; (5) Pur
chased from the Government for the 
sum of $14,500.00 Cash. No tenders 
were called for. 

MR. GRIMES-Asked Hon. the Col
onial Secretary to lay on the Table of 
tl1e House a statement of the number 
of arrests for drunkenness in St. · 
John's and elsewhere in Newfound
land for 1914 and each of the follow
ing years up to the present time; also 
a statement of the number of arrests 
that were due f.o dope, moonshine or 
other beverages apart from the or
dinary beers or liquors in use for the 
same period. 

HON. THE COI ... ONIAL SE.CRE
T AR- That is a question for the De
partment of Justice. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
-I will answer it to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Fina,nce, the 
House resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the Whole on Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. Speaker left tl1e Cl1air. 

Mr. Puddister took the Cl1air of 
Committee. 

MR. ASHBOURNE- Mr. Cl1airman, 
In speaking to this section of these 
resolutions I tl1i11k the Governme11t 
l1as made a very great mistake in not 
putting molasses on tl1e free list. Con
sidering that gasolene, which is used 
by the fishermen 011ly a few months of 
the year, is exempt, would it not have 
been fair to put molasses, that is used 
all the year round, on the list of free 
entries. It seems to me that the Gov
ernment, if they p~g gone into the 

• 

matter would 11ave found that sugar 

could stand more duty. The putting 

of the duty on that and the freeing of 

n1olasses would not be discriminating 

against the fishe.rmen. To-day mo
lasses has increased in price and it is 
cheaper to buy sugar, but molasses 
i~' tl1e more favorite article with the 
fishermen. I think the Government 
11a ve grieviously erred in this respect 
as the most of the molasses is im
ported from May to August, · and a 
large quantity has come in under the 
no duty tariff. A considerable quan
tity will be sold in the Fall which has 
already been imported and on which 
n.o duty has been paid; this applies to 
bulk cargoes. What is the fisherman 
going to say when he comes to the 
city to purcl1ase his supplies and finds 
tl1e merchants asking for a duty that 
11a.s not been paid? I protest a.gainst 
this measure on bel1alf of the. fisher-
111en. I would like also to touch on 
other 1natters relative to the Budget. 
I notice that the Government hopes 
for an increase ' in revenue, and we a.re 
told by the Hon. the Minister of 
Finance tl1at undreamt of conditions 
l1ave existed in that department which 
no ministerial head should ha.ve over
lool{ed. I 11ope he will stop tl1e leaks 
v1hicl1 so unfortunately should have 
occurred. I notice that many items of 
revenue are tl1e same as before, 
thougl1 tl1e Broom Department is ex
pected to make something more, 
wl1ile tl1e estate duties will be less. 
But in discussing the Budget I think 
tl1e Government would be very un
wise not to take cognizance of the 
fact that certain marine works and 
repairs must be carried on and do 
what tl1ings are absolutely necessary. 
We 11a ve been told that the railroad is 
11ow being run at a profit, but I would 
1 ike to point out tl1at the rates on the 
Prospero have been increased, and I 
think this is discriminating in favour 
of those who already have the rail
way at their backdoor. It should cost 
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less to ship goods coastwise than by 
tl1e railway, and why should the fisl1-
ermen at tl1e northward have to pay 
tl1e same rates by the Prospero as 
ever the line. Tl1is is not fair and I 
question the wisdom of such a step. I 

• 

doubt if the matter has been thougl1t 
cut in a businesslike manner. The 
rate of insurance by Prospero is 
n1ore tl1a11 by rail a.nd Bay Boat to 
certain places. Why should the man 
who is not served by the railway be 
taxed to keep it up. I protest against 
E'Ucl1 injustice. I would like to re.fer 
tr1 tl1e proposal of tl1e Leader of tl1e 
()pposition yesterday as to our ex
ports and reciprocal trade witl1 the 
lTnited States, and tl1ink something 
should be done in this regard. We 
"'. ould be well advised to take steps 
to get some concessions in this con-
11ection. 

MR. HICKMAN: - Mr. Chairman: I 
would like to move an amendment to 
th.re resolutions relating to the repeal 
of duties that molasses, Pork and beef 
be added to the free list. 

MR. HIBBS: - ! beg to second the 
motion and in doing so wish to say 
that it is regrettable that the Govern-
ment should 11ave chosen 
Fortant articles as pork, 

such 
beef 

• 1n1-
and 

molasses for the paying of duties. 
These are articles which the ordinary 
pulilic use in large quantities. It was 
stated in the Budget S•peech that the 
removal of duties from these com
modities was illegal though probably 
the statement that it was dishonest 
was .only a typographical error as the 
late Government did it in all sincerity 
to benefit the people. Probably it 
would ·have been rectified when the 
House met but they were defeated. I 

, am not talking merely for the sake of 
criticism as I know the H·on. the 
Prime Minister has to raise a revenue, 
but I think the duties have been im
posed by others who will not have to 
sl1oulder the responsibility like tl1e 
fisbermen, 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
T ARY :- Mr. Cl1airn1an: before the 
amendment is put I would like to ex
press my views on this question and 
to repeat what I said the other day as 
to dishonesty of purpose in removing 
tl1ese duties by · the previous admin
istration, and as to the words used. 

MR. HIBBS :- I do not think there 
was a,ny dishonest purpose. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
T ARY :- That was the general rum
our- that these duties were removed 
as an election dodge. Now I am tired 
of this annual swan song, this insin
cere appeal to the fishermen. Tl1e late 
administration had no right to remove 
these duties and tl1e present Govern
ment remedied the illegal action. The 
Hon. the Minister of Finance removed 
by ananimol'ts consent the dt1ties on 
flour and gasolene. 

MR. HIBBS: - It was not unanim
ous. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE-. 
TARY: - Your action to-day proves it 
was so- and surely you are not 
against it. 

MR. HIBBS: - No . 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
T ARY :- If it could only · 1~ e done we 
would be only too happy to remove all 
tl1e taxes, not alone on the fishermen 
but on all those who earn their bread 
by the sweat of their brow including 
the laborer, the woodsman and the 
man wl10 delves in the mines. But we 
11ave l '. een forced l ·y the misdeeds of 
our predecessors in office to put on · 
duties which would not now be nec
essary if wise and just government 
had pre,1ailed. I sympathise with 
others as well as the fishermen as all 
will have to pay the taxation which 
should 1 e on the shoulders of the pub
lic according to tl1eir ability to pay. 
The Hon. the Minister of Finance 
would have free listed all articles of 
ordinary use if it had been possible 
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to do so, but to tell the truth they 

were only exempted 'by the late ad

ministration for party political reasons 

and we cannot follow that example. 
Why were these commodities put on 
the free list by the late government at 
the eleventh hour? Why . were they 
not exempted before the approach of 
tl1e election. I think the Hon. the 
Minister of Finance has gone as far 
as ever possible in removing duties 
and I believe gasolene means twice 
as much to the fishermen as molasses 
as it is essential they should have it 
The Government has gone a long way 
in keeping faith with the fishermen by 
removing gasolene from taxation. I 
think that the fishermen and those 
who represent them will give the Min
ister of Finance full credit for his 
straightforwardness in connection with 
the matter of duties. I have no desire 
to delay the House Mr. Chairman, but 
I could not lose this opportunity of 
speaking on such a vital n1atter. I 
do not thing the an1endment is fair as 
the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition 
knows the Hon. Minister of Finance 
has to raise revenue and his policy in 
asking the fishermen to contribute a 
small share is a s·ound one. This Gov
ernment has not yet had time to con
sider the tariff report though such was 
suggested at the openi11g of the ses
sion. Never ,before in the history of 
the country was ·a Government 
brought into power under such con
ditions and confronted with such 
chaos and confusion in every direc
tion. There has therefore been no 
time to give that discussion to the 
tariff that it warrants. The people 
must bear with the· Govern1nent a lit
tle in their efforts to get the affairs of 
the country on a sound business basis 
again and not allow things to be run 
on a "come day, go day, God send 
Sunday" style as they have been in 
the last few years. If the Government 
is to (lo anything they must have the 
f·orbearance and co-operation of the 

public. I hope that at the next ses
sion which will probably be early af
ter January the Government will be 
in a position to straighten out the 
troubles that now confront them al
though the task is a tremendous one. 
I have heard that members of the Op
p·osition have declared the·mselves as 
glad to be rid of the responsibilities 
and out ·of the Government. 

MR. HIBBS:-We were not in it for 
the money. · 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
T ARY :-I wish you luck. We are not 
putting in a claim for money. Not un
der any circumstances. If th·at is the 
idea of the people who ha,ve the con
fidence o.f their constituents, well, 
then, all that I can say is that they 
are falling short of wha.t a represen
tative, statesman or politician sho,uld 
be. A P'01itician should ha.ve the w·ay 
cut out for' him-.should lo1ok ahead to 
see that tl1e road is alright. No mat
te,r wh.a.t he is called upon to perform, 
it is a very unpleasant task if don·e 
in the interests of the peo,ple of this 
country, no matter wha.t evil we will 
have to remedy in O·rder to carry out a 
policy o.f reform. I have no doubt I 
wi1ll be often called upon to do things 
displeasing to some of the people of 
this co1untry, but as the canker' is 
there it has to be removed no m·atter 
how painful may be the oper.ation. No 
matter how we may dislike to do cer
tain things, no matter how disagree
able, it m.ay be, bec.ause in the e,fforts 
to clean up and establish the name 
and credit of N e·wfoundland, we have 
got to face that. I believe it is the 
duty of every membe·r to face that un
flin.chingly. Only in th1is w.ay is there 
any hope. Only in this w.ay ca.n we 
raise the· country out of the pr·esent 
despondency by the realization of our 
potential possibilities. The Govern
ment have. under constae.r,ation many 
plan.s that spell ho1pe an.d give insp-ir
ation to the future. There is· ho·pe 
for Newfoundland. Newfoundland has 
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possibilities that p·erhaps to-day are 

little· dreamed of. ..:\nd in defence of 
these possibi·lities we want a sound, 
sane Government that will see that 
the people's rights are protected. No 
bur.dens that will bear unfa.irly on the 
shoulder·s of any p·articutar section of 
the p·e1o·ple but will give them equa·l 
rights. Many thing.s. are under c.o·n
sideration. Possibilities that had not 
been dreamed of .a.re before us. And 
I l1ave no doubt that in the co·urse 
of two or three. ye·ar·s, no matter how 
we may suffer through go·ing thr·ough 
the or·deal of the present op.eration, 
no· m.atter how the body politic ma.y 
suffer after the operation through 
which we have to go, I believe that 
we will revive strengthened and more 
hop.eful and mor·e sin..tisfied fo·r our fu
ture and the coming gener·ation. We 
have to be up and doing. We have to 
keep a watch ove·r our expenditure 
particularly. We h.ave to get eve·rY 
dollar that can be legally pbta.ined. 
Every dollar· is required to get this 
country over the pre·se·nt difficulty. In 
acquiring that position we must do 
certain things that will hurt certain 
people .and interests. But it has to be 
done. And I say that the Minister of 
Finance is. to be co·ngratulated for the 
straightforward way in which he· told 
this House of th.e many m·isdemean
ours and shortcomings in the coun
try during the p·a.st four years. . Un
less there. are str·ong men available, 
men determ ine·d to do the right, and 
work in the interests of the country 
and leave selfish ir1terests alone; un
less · we have· a body of men ready to 
sacrifice· them.selves for the common 
'velfare~ready to p.ut country above 
party, district, ever·ything; un1less we 
ha.ve1 such .a body the· day· will be post
poned when we will r·e·alize ·what we 
hope to transpire during the1 next two 
or three years. I believe the ho·n. 
leader of the Opposition is as since·re 
of purpose with regard to t·he future 
as any membe·r of th1ls House. I be
lieve that he knows that the Govern-

ment ca.nnot take off th.e taxes any 
more tha.n has been attempted. I be
lieve h.e knows, being a business man, 
and a very succe·ssful business man at 
that, that business is up ag.ainst it. 

• 

The·refor·e I cannot vote for the 
amendment. I say ag.atn, I regret that 
the hon. member· had occasion to 
bring in the amendment and try to 
show th.at tl1e Government were no·t 
sincere· in their efforts. Not alone 
wi·ll we help· the fishe·rmen but every 
other class of men that r·equires· help. 
And the·re is no membe·r but is most 
anxio·us and de1siro·us for the imp·rove
me·nt o.f the condition of those who 
have to go down into the earth to 
draw their labour from the bowels of 
it, and those who "go down to the 
sea in ships" to wrest a living from 
the deep. But whe1n I heard the Fi
nance Minister speaking W!ith r·eg.ard 
to the present financial situ,ation, I 
realized its seriousness. We may be 
calle1d up.on. to face a serious situ.at1io·n 
dt1ring the· next couple· of months. 
Large corporations h.ave tied them
selves up so that they· m.ay not be 
able to op·erate· this winter. They can ... 
not pa.y any wages if the stor·y is cor
rect. They should pay higher wages 
if poss1ible. They are not p·aying 
enough fo·r the work that is being 
done. But unfortunately the condition 
of the world is such, p,a.rticulary Eu
rope, and particularly Germ.any, wheire 
the exchange is a.g.ainst these coun
tries, th.at it is impossible to· market 
anything that can give remunerative 
retur·ns. But this does not apply to 
N ewf o·undland alone but to every 
country, for England, America and 
Canada are in similar straits. In 
view of these facts, wh:ile I am very 
desirous of seeing men getting a. liv
ing w1age .and pr·oper remuner·ation 
for the work they give, I can see the 
danger o.f forcing things too far, and 
thereby not alone putting p·eop·le out 
of business but also le1aving thous
ands of men on the hands of the Gov
ernment or somebody els1e. We will 
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soon h.ave the care1 of four or five 
• 

hundred men back fr·om Sydne·y, men 
out of e·mployment thro,ugh the c,lo·s
ing· do,wn of the steel works. I am 
informed that a part of the collieries 
is also clo,sing down. We are depend
ing up,on our neighbouring pr·ovince 
for the employment or a large n um
ber of people.. We·. are trying to get 
en1ployment for those at home. And 
w·hen we· have those others on top o.f 
us, we w.ant to realize the se·rious
ness of anything that might curtail 
the m,arket of the country. Thank 
God the strike at the Humber has 
bee,n settled. I heard the matter dis
cuss.ed in this House and was amazzed 
at the flippancy \Vith whjch it was 
discussed by certain members. This 
country h.ad ten m:illion dollars in
volved in th.e strike. Thre,at1s to de
stroy and burn woods.; a most serious 
s·ituation, if there. were any ba,cking 
to it. But our people have too much 
sense. I w,ant to s.ay in vindication 
of those who we,re not a,gitators or 
bolsheviks-for that is the only word 
for them-that the men who went out 
in sympathy were hon,est in their 
convjctions. T'hey went out'. peaceful
ly and at s11ch time when they saw 
and were convinced it to have been 
done ·to help them in th.eir trouble. 
If that strike · had to assume the pro
p,ortions which so,me men wanted it 
to a.ssume; if all the men h,ad to go 
out, w·hat would we h,ave· done in 
this country? Agitato,rs and others 
coming in among us to · stir up strife 
and discontent for some ulterior mo
ti\"e, absolutely without reason, but 
to c.arry on the sa.me· idea th,at they 
are talking in the interests of labour 
are not w,anted here. Labour should 
have its rights, but there is a limit to 
every m.an's rights. If we had these 
men out of e,mployment fo·r any 
length of time something serious 
'vould have happened. Nothing could 
be done, to cope, with the situ.ation and 
eventu.ally they would become a me:n
ace for the safety of this country. 

How.ever, wiser counsels prevailed 

an'l all are at wor'k to-day. I hope 
that this is the las,t time. there will be 
any occasion for men to go out on 
strike. I ho,pe the companie,s will see 
to it th.at the people under them a,re 
given a sufficient wage to keep them 
in a contented and satisfactory con
clition. 

I realize that our men are not paid 
the same rate as in other places; I 
realize that the men on Bell Island 
are not paid the same as in 
Sydney. I cannot understand the rea
son for this, because comparing the 
work they had to do in both places, 
there is no comparison. A man · 
shoveling iron ore if he has to shovel 
it, must be made of iron to stand it 
any length of time. The Companies 
say that they cannot afford to pay an
other dollar and prove it. And the 
men are satisfied. Now that is not the 
fault of the Company or the Govern
ment. It is the misfortune of the pre
sent conditions all ,over the world. We 
are suffering owing to conditions in 
Europe more than anything else. And 
until that is rectified; until conditions 
are more normal in France and Ger
many, things will be the same in this 
country. I hope that the situation 
will not be as serious as it has been 
during the winter months. But I do 
say we want just remuneration. But 
we want to be careful not to stir up 
and make matters worse; make con
fusion worse confounded, by ·making 
trouble at home. We will have all 
the trouble that is coming to us. And 
in doing our duty as we feel called 
upon to do it, we only hope for the 
endorsation and suppore of every 
member on the other side of the 
H,ouse as well as the intelligent peo
ple of Newfoundland. It is no time 
for trifling. I trust the hon. members 
on the other side will give us the 
benefit of their experience and advice · 
and by co-operation we will get even 
greater results than were anticipated. 



• 

248 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

MR. WARREN-Mr. Chairman, with 

what is contained in the Budget itself 

f a1n quite unconcerned. But as I 

came in the House I heard the Hon. 

the Colonial Secretary emphasizing 

some statements that had been made 
before, about the remission of duties 
being dishonest and illegal. Now 
technically it may have been illegal 
and I purpose to show in a few words 
that calling the remission of duties il
legal is only a distinction without a 
difference. But I do take issue, not 
011ly witl1 the Colonial Secretary but 
also with the Minister of Finance. I 
t2.ke exception to his remark that the 
remission was "dishonest" beca,use 
2fter all I happened to be the leader 
<)f the Go·vernment which took off the 
c1uties, and if our action in taking off 
tl1e duties was dishonest then I _ must 
bear my share of the responsibility. 
I am not going to argue the matter, 
but I am only going to state facts, 
and when I am finished I think the 
Hon. Members will say that there 
was nothing dishonest. No dishonesty 
of purpose whatever. Let me trace the 
history of it. Some years a.go there 
v\i·as an export duty on codfish, and to 
satisfy tl1e fishermen we took it off, by 
Minute of Council. I heard nobody on 
tl1e Opposition side get up and say 
that it was illegal. Later on a band of 
fishermen known as the United Fish
ermen called upon me and asked me 
as Prime Minister to give a bonus on 
codfish, and in discussing the matter 
I pointed out that it was out of the .. 
question at the present. And as an al
ternative proposition they asked me 
to reduce the duties. They said that if 
I would remove some of the duties off 
tl1ings used by the fishermen that it 
·would be equal to the bonus. I made 
no promise to them but afterwards 
when that delegation of fishermen had 
left, for the first time during the past 
four or five years, I asked that the 
inost prominent supplying merchants 
would meet me. They were good 

enough to come and give me the 
benefit of their advice on the matter. 
We discussed then the va,rious threats 
ir1ade by the fisherme·n that they were 
Pot going to fish unless something 
was done to encourage them to go and 
fish. Unless some concessions were 
made. And after the meeting of the 
~upplying merchants the Government 
came to the conclusion that in order 
to give concessions we would make a 
remission on some of the duties. After 
consultation with the United Fisher-
111en and the supplying merchants 
themselves, tl1e House opened on the 
24th April. On the 24th by Minute of 
Council we removed the duties on 
sugar, gasolene, pork, molasses, and 
beef. It was done by Minute of Coun
cil at the earliest possible nloment so 
tl1at tl1e fishermen could get the 
benefit. Done on the 24th April, I had 
a party meeting the night before, and 
as for any talk of an election coming, 
well I knew nothing of it. The party 
with one exception pledged them
selves to support me, and I had a. 
majority to carry it through. As far 
as I was concerned if the Hon. Mem
ber wants to suggest that the duties 
w.ere taken off to get votes, tl1ere is 
not a single fact to support the argu
n1ent. It was done ·on tl1e advice of 
the both sides and as quickly as pos
sible so. that the fishermen could get 
the benefit of it. It was no use in re
moving the duties in July or August, 
as they would be all gone to the fish
eries tl1en. It was done at the earliest 
possible moment. The duties were 
taken off at nine in the morning, and 
this House met at three in the after
noon, and we were prepared to go on 
with it. 

Now as I said there was no ques
tion of illegality. It was done with 
one motive. We tried to encourage the 
fishermen as far as possible. With re
gard to the other question of dis
honesty. Tl1e Budget speech in
sinuates that duties should not be 
taken off because the account was 
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overdrawn at the bank, and could not 

a.fford to do it. If the Government saw 

a means of doing it, it is not dis

honest. The Government had appoint

ed a Commission to re-adjust the 
tariff, their report would be submit
ted to a Committee of the House to 
take it up, in which event the result 
"rould have been that $600,000 would 
11ave been collected more than they 
got under the present tariff. We 
thought to bring the revenue back to 
the amount that is being collected by 
tariff to-day. We could take off the 
fluties and still get the same revenue. 
We could have done it according to 
tl1e Tariff Revision Committee. There
fore there · was nothing dishonest 
about that. I may say in passing that 
I don't propose to vote for the amend
ment. I see no way that it can be 
done or the duties ·remitted now. As 
to tl1e legality of it, I admit that 
technically speaking it was illegal. 
Was it any more illegal to take off or • 
remit the duty on gasolene? Who is 
going to press for it? If we say there 
is no need to pay duty on gasolene 
who is going to say there is We did 
not utilize the right method that is all. 

It is no more illegal than for the 
, 

H·ouse to deal with prohibition Law 
as tl1ey propose to deal with it. In 
half the charges there is nothing 
against it. If things ar.e to be held up 
on technical grounds, the Minister of 
Justice is going to have difficulty is 
keeping within the four corners and 
still carry out what he particularly 
wants to carry out. 

I have only one thing to say in pass
ing. The Budge Speech while pro
vocative to begin with was very op
timistic in closing. But after hearing 
the Colonial Secretary I got a shock. 
The Budget Speech towards the end 
gave us and the country to u11derstand 
that we had turned the corner. The 
days in the future were going to be 
t1right. We need n·ot feel as dismal 
as we had been in the past. Bt1t I re-

gret. the Colonial Secretary should see 

coming unemployment. If that is the 
case, and the Government agrees that 
there will soon be a great deal of un
employment, then I say to them as 
was said to nle, what are you going to 
do ab·out it. I was asked what I was 
going to do about it. Terrible calami~ 
ties are· going to befall us during the 
coming winter according to the Col
onial Secretary. We provided for it 
under the Loan Act but what provision 
are you making now. I am going to 
vote against the amendment. I do 
want to disclaim any insinuation that 
there was any dishonesty of purpose 
or in any other way in the remission 
·of duties which my Government made. 
I admit it was technically illegal to 
do it. But illegal acts have been car- . 
ried l1y the House as other things il
legal have been carried before. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
T ARY :- I would like to correct the 
Hon. Member with regard to his re
marks saying that I saw difficulties 
that we had to contend with. I did 
not say these were obstacles to pro
g!'ess. It was the ·other way about. 
What I said was that there would be 
considerable unemployment this fall, 
tiut that it was no fault of ours but 
through the disturbed conditions of 
the world. There wou~d be a large. 
number of unemployed men this win
ter. I merely pointed out that these 
were s·ome of the difficulties, not in
surmountable, that the Government 
had to face. With regard to insur
mountable obstacles I merely paint
ed the picture of the other side. I do 
not for a moment think that the coun
try is faced by any unsurmountable 
obstacles. I did n·ot wish to convey 
the impression that has apparently 
been conveyed. I think that every
thing shows an immense improvement 
and that the prospects are very much 
better than they have been for several 
years. 

I-ION. THE MINISTER OF FIN-
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ANCE:-Before the amendment is put 
I would like to say a few words in 
reply to the criticism of the Leader 
of tl1e Opposition, which criticism I 
am inclined to take in a congratula
tory manner, and I feel that I do not 
need to disturb myself. There are one 
or two things, which as Minister of 
Finance for the Colony I think it up 
to me to say. The most unfortunate 
year that ever struck this country 
was ninetee11 hundred and nineteen. 
In the election of that year tl1e Gov
ernment of Sir Michael Cashin, the 
Premier of the time, was turned out 
and a crowd of men absolt1tely in
capable of managing affairs, was put 
i11 cl1arge of the Government of the 
Colony. They ran wild. There was 
never a partridge that ran l1alf as 
fast. At that time I was associated 
with the persent leader of the Opposi
tion, under the leadership of Sir 
Michael Cashin. As soon as this wild 
crew, that would wreck any ship, 
got into power, the first thing that 
tl1ey did was to introduce the fishery 
regulations which brought the country 
to the brink of ruin. No man could 
continue to run a country as this 
country has been run for the past 
fo11r years, and the reason . that we 
have to pay taxes on these necessary 
articles which have been referred to 
is because of these orgies of ex
penditures. It has been said by my 
hon. friend the leader of the Inde
pendent Party, that I said in my Bud
get that he was dishonest. He has 
explained the legal side of it. He 
misunderstood me. 
est to this extent 

He was dishon
that while the 

country had a large amount out
standing at the Bank of Montreal 
which it could not pay, he went still 

, further and took off the duties above 
mentioned which lessened the amount 
of the revenue at a time when it was 
most needed. There was a deficit 
facing the country even leaving the 
duty on. A deficit of One Million 
Five Hundred and Seventy-Four 

• 

Thousand, Dollars. You say that I 
011ly estimated that. You left it for 
me to estimate. Now what I want to 
say to tl1e leader of the Opposition 
is that if in a very short time the 
Government finds that it can take the 
duty off pork a11d beef as well as 
flour, then it intends to do it. Mr. 
Warren says he took , off the duties to 
help the fishermen of this country, 
and then he goes and has the tariff 
revis~d and proposed to tax the coun
try six h u11dred thousand dollars 
more. And this revision of the tar
iff was made at an expense of thir
teen or fourteen thousand dollars. If 
that was the course he propesed to 
pursue, he had no intention whatever 
to reduce taxation. Just taking a 
little off here and p·utting more on 
somewhere else. Then again he is 
taking tl1e part of the fishermen of 
this country. Is not the mechanic, 
the labourer and any other class of 
men of St. John's jt1st as important? 
If some of the people of this country 
l1ad paid their taxes you would not 
have need to tax the fishermen. The 
condition of affairs to-day is that 
crowds of those fellows driving 
about in automobiles and holding 
their heads up in the air, have not 
paid all their duties to the Custom 
House, and if a poor fisherman owed a 
fe"\v dollars he would be thrown out 
on tl1e street. ·That is the position. 
It was your duty to see that that 
kind of thing should not go on. If 
the Minister of Finance was incapable 
of looking after his department, then 
get some other minister. I do not 
consider that if Sir Michael Cashin's 
Governmel\t had been in power dur
ing the years from 1919 to 1923 that 
it would have been necessary to in
crease taxation. I do not at all agree 
with the statement that because all 
the world was in a bad state that 
Newfoundland had to be in a bad 
state also. It was the best country 
in the world in 1919. There was a 
surplus of three and a half million 
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and since then you . have borrowed 
twenty millions and paid the Re ids 
two millions. No, the hon. member for 
Fortune knows that they were incap
able of taking over the Government 
under the leadership of Sir Richard 
Squires. 

Now, with regard to my young 
friend from Twillingate, I cannot 
understand his speech at all. How 
can a man hope to reduce taxation 
and then build wharves and improve 
harbours? You clearly cannot have 
public wharves and tickles dredged 
if there is no mo11ey to do it with. I 
arn one who would like to see no 
taxation, but there you are. I am 
sorry that Mr. Half yard is not here 
tl1is evening. I would like to say a 
few words to him, but since he is not 
here, and I have nothing very mucl1 
to say to my other friends opposite, 
I will not say much more. With re
gard to the amendment made by the 
Opposition, I can say that the Gov
ernment cannot see its way clear to 
take off these taxes at prese11t. It is 
proposed to have another revision of 
the tariff a little later and 11ave the 
taxes bear more equally on all class
es. All that I ask the hon. members 
a11d the country at large is to give 
the Government a chance. Give it 
an opportunity to do something. It 
has been in power only eight weeks, 
and has been faced with difficulty at 
every move. Everything is absolutely 
full of difficulties and it is going to 
take some little time to straighte11 
things out. The hon. the leader of 
the Opposition in his speech, said 
that he did not believe that the price 
of fish would hold. He does not be
lieve that the present price of fish 
will be maintained. I cannot agree 
with him. There may be a lull for 
a short time, but I do not think it 
will last. As long as there is a short
age of fish such as exists now there 
is no possibility of the fall in price. 
There is no justification for predicting 
a fall in price. That is as I · see the 

position. I don't think that a man 
receiving eight dollars for his fish 
under the present fi11ancial condition 
of the country needs to receive a 
bon11s. Mr. Monro's Manifesto stat
ed that a bonus on fish would be given 
if the fina11cial condition of the 
co11try would warrant it. That is tl1e 
position that I take. And that is tl1e 
understanding that I went out on. 

MR. DUFF-I would like to make a 
few remarks. I may say that I am in 
support of the amendment, in view of 
some of the remarks made · this even
ing by some of the members on this 
side. I recognize that the question of 
bonus on fish is a very difficult ques
tion. E:ven fish buyers themselves find 
it difficult to handle a matter like a 
bonus on fish, and in view of that I 
would think that it would be a very 
difficult matter for a government to 
manage. But what I want to remark 
is that the work of the House is being 
held up to a considerable extent. 
Whether by the members of the Gov
ernment or of the Opposition I am 
not going to say just now. The gen
tlemen on the other side have had 
considerable experience I presume in 
running a country, and by next year 
they will have had nlore when we will 
have a little more to say to them. But 
\vhat I want to say to the Government 
is "Get to work and let us go home 
and get to work." I am of the opinion 
that the work of the House could be , 
got through a little more quickly and 
I would like to see that done. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
Before the ame11dment is put to a 
vote · I would like to say one word in 
this connection. A short time ago I 
made reference to some members of 
the Union Party being conce.rned 
with the troubles at the Humber. I 
did not include any member of the 
Opposition Party. I think that I 
made myself clear on that point. It 
appears to me that the remarks of 
the Leader of the Opposition are not 
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sincere when he tells us that this 
ift tl1e year above all other years to 
pay a bounty on fish. T~1e Daily Mail 
comes out this evening witl1 a head
line in which it states that the Prime 
Minister hedged . when asked a ques
tion as to when tl1e b aunty on fish 
·v1as to be payable. Of course it is 
only a political move, available to 
every member of the Opposition and 
used by most of tl1em. But I think 
that Mr. Hickman being in the fish 
business himself knows the circuin
sta nces. He k11ows the difficulty be
setting a col1ntry with a debit bal
ance and I cannot see how it is pos
sible to rem.ave the duties from some 
articles essential to fishermen, and 
I t11ink also that it is unfair for 11im 
to come in here suggesting the pay
ment of a bonus on fish. He kno·ws 
that fish is being sold for eight dol
lars and eight and a half in St. John's 
and at that price it is very remuner
ative to those \Vho catcl1 it. It is 
not remunerative to the fishermen 
wl10 do not catch it. But of what 
t1se is the bounty to those who do 
i1 ot catch fish? As I see ii, I think 

. . 

that it will not be necessary to give 
the bounty on fish if the markets keep 
up tl1e price which is attainable. 
Again, if we were to give a bounty 
on fish to the men catching a large 
quantity, how are we going to provide 
for the men who do not catch any? 
Surely it is the policy of any Govern
n1ent to provide for those men who 
are so unfortunate as not to catch 
any fish. We 11a ve had to replace the 
duties on certain articles ('8Sential to 
fishermen, as was explained a short 
while ago by the Minister of Finance. 
It would have been much better for 
ine and for Capt. Winsor, the Minister 
.of . Marine and :B..,isheries, when we go · 
back to Bonavista Bay seeking re
election, to· be able to sa)r that we . 
11ad not put the duties back on the 
fisl1ermen's necessities. We shall be 
severely censured for having done -so 
I 11ave no doubt. However, if would 

be much more unjust to take the du

ties off now and put them on again 

irnn1ediately after the electi_on. There 
is something else I wisl1ed to say. 

The Government has been elected on 
a policy of retrenchment, and as 
far a,g we 11ave been able to get in 
touch with matters we have retrench
ed and expenses have been curtailed 
in some respects. This is a thing 
wl1ich takes time and considerable 
patience to accomplish, and it will 
take some time before we will have 
completely fi11ished this work. I 
tl1ink, however, that the suggestio·n 
tl1at a. bounty be paid on fish and that 
tl1e duties 'be removed from certain 
articles necessary to the fishermen 
cannot be accepted and the Govern
ment cannot possibly be expected to 
consider the amendment. 

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITION :-Before we take the vote 
on the amendment I have a few 
words to say. The Prime Minister 
charged me \Vith insincerity. I can 
cha.rge the Prime Minister with the 
same thing. I can recall the matter of a 
Bill which the G·overnment refused to 
consider. This was a Bill which 
came from this side of tl1e House to 
an1en.d the Election Act. It con
cerned the placi11g of the booths for 
members of Bona vista Bay over in the 
Humber area. The Prime Minister 
refused to give his co11sent to that 
Bill. He refused to let it go thro·ugh . 
tl1e committee stages. I-Ie referred 
it to a select committee. If I am 
i1ot sincere, anrl he can judge me as 
others can, then if he is 11ot sincere 
then ·I sl1011ld be able to judge him. 
A thousand n1en on the Humber were 
disenfranchised because the Electio·n 
Act amendment was not accepted by 
the Government. I just tell that to 
the Prime Minister to even up what 

"" 
he said to n1e. As far as tl1e . amend-
ment goes I an1 sincere i11 my opin
ion that the fishermen ought not to 
be taxed and no one 11as a right to 
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tax them on tl1eir necessities of life. 
You kn·O\V very well what the fish
erma11's necessities are-pork, beef, 

' -

fiot1r and n1olasses. Well, the duty 
l1as been talren off flour. The Colon
ial Secretary said so1nething about 
havjng tl1e fisl1erman taxed, but if tl1e 
Colonial Secretary h.ad ever bee11 in 
contact with the fisl1ermen as some 
of us 11ave been he might not say what 
11e did say. If you go into a stage 
a.i1d watch a man splitti11g a 11alf 
quintal of fish as his day'.s work and 
t\\TO or tl1ree children stancling around 
with bread ancl i10 inolasses in tl1eir 
11a11ds, and practically notl1ing to 
\v·ear, you wourd not co111e into this 
House and put a tax of eigl1t cents 
more on . molasses. Tl1e price of mo
lasses went up last mo11tl1 five cents 
a11d tl1at means fourtee11 cents more 
to tl1e fisherma11. I a1n sincere when 
I say that I think tl1is duy should be 
ren1oved from tl1ese articles at the 
present time. 

Tl1is season the fish catch has not 
been a large one. In tl1e wl1ole 
Strait, from Cape Norma11 to Bonne 
Bay, tl1ere has not been n1ore than 
two tl1ousand q11intals of fish caugl1t 
this su111mer. I claim tl1at if tl1e men 
have i1ot ca11ght inore fisl1 tl1an tl1at 
they ca.nnot pay tl1is tax on tl1ese ne
cessities. ,.fl1e gentleman wl10 is now 
tl1e member for Fortu11e Bay took o-ff 
the cl uties and I think tl1at tl1is is 
not tl1e tlme to put it baclr at tl1e ex
pe11se of the fisher1nen of this coun
tr-;>r. For t]1e past four or five years 
tl1e fisl1er1n en have bougl1t notl1ing 
but foo·d. Tl1ey ha.ve nothing to wear. 
rr11ey are practically naked. Tl1at is 
n1·y position and I intend to stand by 
it. I 11ave i11troduced tl1e an1endment 
an<t I an1 prepared to sticlt to it. I 
left it to the me1nbers on this side 
of the House to do as they please. 
Every inan can use his own mind. I 
ftln not cl1argi11g tl1e Government 
witl1 insincerity. I tl1ink that they 
are doing tl1e best they · can. I be
lieve they took office at a time when 

thi11gs were in a bad condition fi11a11-
cially, and I agree witl1 tl1e Minister 
<Jf Finance tl1at tl1e election of 1919 
was the greatest disaster that ever 
l1appened to this country. I under
stand that the Governme11t 11as a large 
debit balance at the Bank of Mon
treal. Let tl1e G~vernment get down 
to business and pay it. rr11ere is one 
s111all ind·ustry protected witl1 one hun
dred and fifteen tl1ousand dollars
the manufacturing of cigarettes. What 
is the Government going to do about 
it? I would advise the Govern1nent 
to look about and protect all those 
industries whicl1 are unprotected and 
tl1ereby give employment to every 
man possible. I hope that the Min
ister of Finance is correct this even
i11g when 11e says that tl1ere will be 
no drop in tl1e price of fisl1. He and 
I 11ave different views on the n1at
ter and I 11ope that 11e is rigl1t, be
cause tl1at is what I wot1ld like. I 
11ope tl1at tl1e price will be maintain
ed and now tha.t tl1e Minister 11as 
sucl1 large warel1ouses tl1at 11e will 
assist in keeping tl1e price of fisl1 up 
by purcl1asing a lot. I 11ave stated 

i 

my position tl1is afternoon and, a s I 
said before, I am prepared to stand 
by it. I believe that tl1e duties sl1oulcl 
be rem.oved from pork, beef and ino
lasses as well as tl1e duties fro111 
ft.our and gasoline. I an1 going to 
back up that amendme11t w'!tl1 iny 
vote when it is put to a motion. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the cl1air. 
Tl1e Chairman from the Com111ittee 

reported that they had considered tl1 e 
n;iatter to tl1em ref erred, and 11ad 
passed certain Resolutions, . and re
commended tl1at a Bill be introduced 
to give effect to the san1e. 

On motion this Report was received. 
On the motion for the adoption of the 
Report, Mr. Hickman moved and Mr. 
Hibbs seconded the follovving amend
ment:-

As an Amendment to tl1e Resolu
tions (B) relating to the repeal of tl1e 
duty on Flour and Gasoline "tl1at the 
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follo"\ving items be added to the free 
list: Pork, Beef and Molasses." 

Wl1ereupon tl1e House divided~ and 
tl1ere appeared in favor of the a1nend
ment :-

Mr. Hickman, 
l\1r. Hibbs, 
l\1r. Asl1bourne (3). 

And against it:-
Hon. the Prime Minister, 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Hon. tl1e Minister of Justice, 
I-Ion. tl1e Minister of Finance, 
Hon. tl1e l\iinister of l-"'osts, 
Hon. Mr. Sullivan, 
Hon. Mr. Long, 
Hon. Mr. Cran1m, 
Hon. Mr. Bradley, 
T11e Minister of Agriculture, 
The Minister of Public 'Vorks, 
Mr. Casl1in, 
Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Vinicombe, 
l\1r. Cha,mbers., 
Mr. Power, 
Mr. Little, 
Mr. Puddester, 
Mr. Linegar (19). 

So tl1e ame11dment was lost. 

Whereupon the original n1otion was 
put, when there a.ppeared i11 its 
favour:-

'· 

I-Ion. tl1e Prime Minister, 
Hon. tl1e Colonial Secretary, 
Hon. the Minister of Justice. 
If 011. tl1e Minister of Finance, 
IIon. tl1e Minister of Posts, 
Hon. Mr. Sullivan, 
Hon. Mr. Long, . 
Hon. Mr. Cramm, 
Hon. Mr. Bradley, 
Tl1e Minister of Agriculture, 
rr11e Minister of Public Works, 
Mr. Cashin, 
l\1r. Moore, 
Mr. Vinicombe, 
l\1r. Cl1ambers, 
l\1r. Power, 
Mr. Little, 
Mr. Puddester, 
Mr. Linegar (19). 

A11d against it:
Mr. Hick1nan, 
Mr. Hibbs, 
Mr. Ashbourne (3). 

So it p·assed in the affirmative and 
was ordered accordingly, 

On motion the Bill entitled "An Act 
further to Amend tl1e Revenue Act 
1905" was introduced and read a first 
time, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be read a second time on to-mo·r
row. 

On motion for the second reading 
of the Legislative Council Amendment 
to tl1e Bill sent up e.ntitled "An Act 
Respecting the Department of Public 
Printing and Stationery," Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary moved tl1at Section 
1 of the said Amendments be further 
amended by substitution of the word 
"five'' in tl1e seco11d line thereof for 
the word "ten"; and it was ordered 
that a message be sent to the Legis-
1 ative Council acquainting that body 
tl1at tl1e House of · Assembly 11ad pass
ed tl1e said Amendments with an 

• a111endment, in which they requested 
the concurre11ce of the Legislative 
Council. 

On motion of Hon. tl1e Colonial Sec
retary the Amendments se11t down by 
the Legislati,re Council in and upon 
the Bill sent up entitled "An Act to 
confirm an Agreement with the New
foundland Milling Company, Limit
ed," was read a second time, and 
agreed to, and it was ordered that a 
message be sent to the Legislative 
Council acquainting that body that 
the said Amendments had been pass
ed without amendment. 

~ . ~ 
Pursuant to order, and on motion of 

Hon. tl1e Minister of Fi11ance, the 
Bill entitled "An Act relating to cer
tain expenditures under 'The Loan 
Act, 1923,' " was read a second time, 
a.nd it was ordered that the said Bill 
be ref erred to a Committee of the 
Wl1ole House presently. 

Wl1ereupon, with unanimous con
sent, tl1e House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole. to consider 
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tl1e Bill entitled "An ... i\.ct relating to 
certain expenditures under 'The Loan 
Act, 1923.'" 

Mr. Speaker left the cl1air. 
Mr. Puddester took the Cl1air of 

Committee. 
l\1r. Speaker resumed tl10 chair. 
The Chairman from tl1e Committee 

reported that they had. considered the 
matter to tl1em referred, and had 
passed the· said Bill without amend
ment. 

' 

On motio·n tl1is Report was receiv-
ecl and a.dQpted, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a tl1ird time 
presently. 

Whereupo11, with unanimous co11-
sent, tl1e Bill entitled "An Act relat
i11g to certain expenditures t1nder 'Tl1e 
Loan Act, 1923,' " was rea.d a third 
time, and passed, and it was ordered 
that the said Billl be engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and that it be sent 
tc' the Legislative Counci 1 with a 
message requesting the concurrence 
of tl1at body in its provisio11s. 

Pursuant to order, and 011 inotion 
of Hon. tl1e Minister of Finance, tl1e 
Bill entitled "A Tax on G<)ods In1-
PfJrted" was read a second time, and 
it was ordered htat the said Bill be 

' 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House presently. 

. Whereupon, with unani111ous con
sent, tl1e House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
tl1e Bill entitled "A Tax on Goods I1n
ported." 

l\lfr. Speaker left tl1e cl1air. 
Mr. Puddester took tl1e Chair of 

Co111mittee. 
l\1r. Speaker resumed tl1e cl1air. 
Tl1e Cl1airn1an from tl1e Committee 

rcportecl tl1at tl1ey 11ad considered tl1e 
inatter to the1n referred, and 11ad pass
ed the said Bill without amendment. 

On motion tl1is Report was receiv
ed a.nd adopted, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

'¥hereupon, witl1 unanin1ous con
sent, tl1e Bill entitled "A Tax on 

Goods Imported" was read a third . 
tin1e, and passed, and it · was ordered 
that the said Bill be engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and that it be sent 
to the I13gis1at.ive Council with a 
inessage requesting the concurren.ce 
of that body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order, and on motio11 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Amend Chap
ter 73 of the Consolidated Statutes 
(Tl1ird Series) entitled "Of the Dis
embarking of Paupers," was read a 
second time, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be . referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole House on to-mor
row. 

Tl1e remaining Orders of . the Day 
\Vere deferred. 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave no
tice tl1at 11e \Vould on to-morrow move 
the suspension of the Rules as to all 
matters now before the House or to 
come before it. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
Friday after11oon at three of the cloclc:. 

Tl1e House tl1e11 adjourned accord
ingly. 

FRIDAY, August 8. 
At quarter pa.st three of the clock, 

there being no quorum, Mr. W. J. 
Browne only being in attendance, 
Mr. Speaker adjourned the House un
til Monday afternoon, lltl1 inst., at 
tl1ree of the clock. 

MONDAY, Aug. 11th, 1924. 
T·he House met at three of the clock 

in the a.fternoon, p1ursuant to ad
journment. 

. Petitions 
Ashbourne 
wharf. 

were presented by 
fro·m Crow He.a.d, 

Mr . 
re 

Mr. W. J. Browne, member for St. 
J O·hn's West Electoral division, hav
ing been duly swo·rn, w.as introduced 
to the House by Hon. , the Prime Min
ister and the Minister of F'inance and 

· took his seat. 
Mr. Speaker in.formed tlle House 
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that 11e 11ad received a message from 

the Legislative Council th.at tl1ey 

11ad app,ointed the following commit

tee consisting of: Tl1e Ho,noura.bles 
S. Mllley, F. H. Steer, W. J. Ellis, Sir 
P. T. McGrath and A. B. Morine to 
consider jointly witl1 the Committee 
appointed by tl1e House of Assembly 
tl1e Bill entitled "An Act Respecting 
i\.ilcoholic Liquors." 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
Mr. Speaker. I beg le,ave to prese1nt 
the report of tl1e "Joint Committee on 
tl1e Bill resp·ecting Alcol1olic Liquors" 
and to mo·ve its adoption. In dealing 
witl1 this important subject I would 
lille to m.ake a. few remarks and re
fer to the situation in 1916 wl1en tl1e 
advocates of temperance from differ
ent societies went to Sir Edward Mor
ris, tl1e then Premier, and asked that 
a plebiscite be taken on the matter~ 
He, being astute thougl1t the mea.s
ure would not be carried and allowed 
tl1e measure to go to1 the country, 
and wl1en tl1e result was inade known 
11e and 11is advise·rs were tl1e most 
surprised people in tl1e country. Sir 
Edward Morris, as 11e then was, knew 
tl1at such a law could not be carried 
ot1t, a11d i1either he nor those as
sociated with him made any (to use 
tl1e pl1rase) desperate efforts to carry 
it out as they knew it could not be 

' done Tl1e Prol1ibition Law, how-• 

ever was brought into force and cer-
tain do·ctors started selling scripts, 
though against their prof es·sional 
ideals. On the other 11and certain 
medica,l men saw an opportunity to 

- ' 

make money, and they indiscriminat-
ely distributed scri_pts, witl1 the re
sult that the law could not be carried 
out. People had to· p·ay $1 to $2 1h to 
get a bottle of liquor. The re·sult was 
that everybody ha.d to go. as the la.w 
required and claim a he·aring before 
a doctor. And tl1e docto·r 11ad, if l1e 
tl1ougl1t it was required, to give a 
preiscr'iption on the Department of 
Controller. Equally pro.ft.table w.as 

the dispensing as medicine. · Surely, 
said the Minister of Finance of tl1at 
time, we will get a half million dol
lars revenue for tl1e sale of intoxicat
ing liquo·r. we· have be1e,n, gentle
men, fo1r the last seven years, a laugl1-
ing stock and disgrace before· tl1e 
wo·rld. And that is our po·sition to
dav that is tl1e intollerable position , . J 

tl1at my Governn1e11t is determined it 
is not going to. stand. And so, gentle
men, we come before· you with a 
nleasure. with a report from a com
mittee. Before this House, goes into 
debate on the Bill, I will ask that the 
Bill be read a second time, and I give 
notice for putting ·it into Committee 
of the1 Whole House to-morrow. I 
would wish to make a few re,marks in 
this respect. We l1ave 11ad numer
ous commissions of various Temper
ance bodies giving suggestions. 
Tl1e one idea 11eld by· all the repres
entatives has been tl1at tl1e Prohibi
tion Law must be carried out, in 
spite of tl1e fact that four, no less 
than fo,ur, Attorney Gener.als and al
most every politican is satisfied that 
tl1e Law cannot be carrie·d out .. 

N'ow what do we find when it was 
p11t into force. The very first thing 
was moonshine. That was the first 
evil, and I clain1 tl1at tl1e sale of 
inoonshine in one instance is worse 
tl1an the saJle of liquor i11 ten instan
ces. And we w·ant to see moonsl1in
ing stopp,ed. But we ca.n not stop it 
in tl1is Island until the people are 
given a substitute. It is the rjgl1ts of 
any peop,le to get a certain quantity 
of liquor if tl1ey want it. The ordin
arv Christi.an is entitled to tl1e ordin-. ' ' 

ary amount of rum wl1en he goes out 
i11 11is vessel. Tl1e pe1ople· tl1at ~re 

talking of prohibition have no ~dea 

of wh.at necessity it is to tl1e fisher
men on Labrador when they are wet 
t.11 rougl1, chilled and tired. 

Bt1t the w.ay to treat the· question is 
to give moderate supplies and tl1e11 
carry ·out the act and tI1e proper re
gulations regarding it. I .am not go-
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ing to talk about the Act now, as I 
am going to talk about that when it 
comes before the Committee. We are 
putting before the country an Act that 
can be c.arried out and a.n Act tl1at we 
wjll jealously see .will be carried out. 
If a m.an gets a bottle a day or a week 
it ·does not matter what his rights 
are. if he. gets a bottle a. week and 
abuses it worse than a man who geits 
a bottle a day and does'nt. The man 
who gets a bottle of spirits and drinks 
it on the street and gets drunk will 
be arrested. Not only will he be ar
rested but he will be blacklisted and 
he will not be able to get a drink for 
6 mo·nths. If he does not behave de
cently he will be treated harshly. A 
man guilty o.f moon.shining has no 
authority to get sp,irits. A man guilty 
of smuggling h.as i10 leave to get 
spirits either. A man who breaks 
that Act is going to be punish
ed. We are putti11g before the Ho·use 
wl1at I think is the very best kind of 
a Bill. I said tl1at the pe·op·Ie who 
came before tl1is commissio·n were ab
solutely ardent prohibitionists. Tl1ey 
considered that the amendment to 
gi.ve the ordinary person with his 
meal a bottle of bee1r, was bringing 
about a condition of things that 
would be so objectionable that we 
would not get our people to · be
have in any decent manner. 

You c.annot talk to peopile like that. 
The,ir claims a.re absurd. We get 
p·eople getting up and saying that 
this measure · is being ra,il-roa.ded 
th.ro.ugh, is being hurried througl1 and 
the o·utp1orts have not 11ad an oppor-
tunity to consider the inatter and put 
tl1eir views before the Committee. 
Now a·s far as the outports are con
cerned, · the outp·orts have all the 
time they can possibly want. Whe·n 
an outport by a majo1r'ity of 51 % duly 
witnesse1d before sworn Commissions 
asks to· have a bootl1 01pened in the 
Constituency f'or the sale of any
tl1ing they· can 11.ave it. T'here is no 

' ' 

· doubt that th~ pµtpo1rts have got tl1e 

• 

finest form of Local Option that can 
be suggested. And they need'nt con
sider this questio·n at all, o~r they can 
conside:r it when they like. . It does 
not affect its going thro·ugh, whether 
in one day or one month. 

As far .as the other objectio1ns are 
concer11ed, it is simply · a m.atter of 
trying to put off the evil day. They 
think that if we don't p,ass the Bill 
now tl1ere may be a hue and cry fro·m 
certai11 sections. But if there was a 
cry from cert.a.in of the sections, 11ow 
are we to know tl1at theiY rep·resent 
th0 people? T11ey can't rep·rese,nt the 
people. We said in our manifesto that 
we were going to rep·eal the Prohi
bition Law. (Reads the exact w·ords 
in the Manifesto.) 

No1w when we rep·eal the Probition 
La.w we must put something in its 
place. And so we fo,rmed an Act 
wl1ich we claim to be the finest pos
sible· kind there is. We put this Act 
before tl1e country to-day, in every 
way pro,ud o·f what its effect will be. 
V.l e are· satisfie·d . this Act w'ill meet 
\Vith appr0val throughout the country 
if properly carried out. It must be 
clear of Government control. T'he 
Commissioners who make the laws 
must see tl1at tl1ey are carried out. Of · 
course tl1e Government ""ill have co·n
trol over the selection of the Board, 
to see that they are doing their duty 
and put out if they are not doing th.eir 
duty prope1rly. There is no, question 
of their· doing the,ir· duty. I have t11e 
gre.ate·st confidence in the Board. We 
claim th.at Probition as existing to
day cannot be carried out. I am con
fii1.ing myself to these remarks until 
the Bill comes into the Committee 
stage. 

H.on. the Prime Minister then pre
sented the Report of the Joint Select 
Committee as follows: . 

August lltl1, 1924. 

The Joint Committee of the Legis
la.tt1re; appointed , to consider the 
Bill "An Act ·: Respecting ·Alcoholic 
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Liquors," peg to submit the accom
panying draft Bill, and recommend 
its adoption. 

(Sgd.) W. S. MONR.OE, 
Chairman. 

ALFRED B. MORINE, 
Secretary. 

F. H. STEER, 
RICHARD CRAMM, 
W. McK. CHAMBERS, 
W. J. HIGGINS, 
JOHN C. CROSBIE, 
W. R. WARREN, 
P. T. McGRATH 

(With a reservation as 
to spirits for restricting 
the quantity O·btain.able 
to a bottle a week in
stead of a bottle a day.) 

W. J. ELLIS 

(With a reservation that 
there should be, some 
form 0 1f registr.ation or 
other machinery p1ro
posed to ensure proper 
restrictions upon issue 
of spirits.) 

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min
ister, the said Report was received. 

MR. HICKMAN- Mr. Speaker, the 
Committee on. this Bill was made up 
of the members of botl1 sides of t11e 
House. And also· some oif the mem
bers of the t1pper House. We 11eard 
tl1e arguments of those who can1e for
ward to protest agai111st the Bill. A11d 
we have c·ome to the conclusion tl1at 
it is tl1e wisl1 of tl1e people tl1at tl1·~ 

Bill be deferred fo·r the present, tl1ere 
being many protests and I under
sta11d many protests are be1 ng sent 
from nearby places, protesting again1st 
the Bill going throt1gl1 the Legisla·~ 

ture at the present nloment. Now as 
we were on tl1e m-ino·rity o,n that Com
mittee we are compelled to bring in 
a minority repo,rt, which \Ve W ! 11 ask 
the House to ado·pt. Our report \Vl1ic!1 

· we bri ng in is only in reference to 
the delay of the measure. It has 

• 

nothing whatever to do with the Bill 
itself. We all }{no1~r t11ai, tl1e present 
Pro1l1ibition Act as carried out in New
foundland today i13 a disgrace, and we 
all know that so·me amend1nent to the 
act has to be made. It can be done 
better. Whether this Bill is the Bill 
tl1at is gojng to satisfy the people I 
cannot say. 'fl1at js a n1atter \Vl1icl1 
''re will d.iscuss when tl1e Bill con1e~ 

jnt.o Co1nm,ittee sta~e. 'I'l1e system o.f 
dispens ng of Jiquo·rs at present jn 
this country, is not the right system. 

-
It compels a man who wants a bottle 
of spirits to J1ave resort to 1nethocl-; 
that b_e do,es not care to, resort to if 

11e ca11 l1elp it. But tl1is Bill has onl v 

iust come before the I-louse. Most of 
tl1e protests which 11ave been inad 9 

before tl1e Select Comn1ittee have 
been for de.Ja:f. And we thinl{ n jus
tice to the p·eo,ple who a re ma kin~ 
tJ1e:se protelqts, that we sho,u.ld take 
a stand and assist tl1em in t11eir re
(1llests. No·'v as far as the Bi.II itsPlf 
goes, with us it is not a party mea
sure. lDvery member on t11is side of 
the Hot1se is at 1 berty to use hls own 
.i11clg111 en t with out b(-ling in ft t1ence(l 
a s to 'vl1ich \:vav be sbottld vote w~tl1 

regard to tl1i~ Bill 0 1r nnv other Bill. 
B11t as ''re sflid befo·re we feel t11at in 
5usti ce to tb e peop 10 wl1 o are n18 kin<.?; 
tl1ese protests and in justice to· tl1oq<~ 
wl10 want to 11ave the B. 11 postpo·necl. 
at t11e present. w 0 l1ave to brin~ in a 
minorit~r repo·rt \vhich I will read. 

(Reacls report.) 
I beg to· move that tl1is report be 

adopted. 

l\!TR .. HA f_,F17 A RD -- Jn 'Secondi11g tl1e 
n1otion to arl opt th8 Minority Repor~~ 

in sulistitutio11 for the Major Re-
p0rt. I ri1 'ly say tl1at following the 
statements ma(le by tl1e T .... eade·r o·f tl1e 
Opposition, my object in supporting 
t.J1i.~ Min 0rity Rep·o·rt, is solely to give 
tl18 country a.n oppo·rtunity to con
s:· der tl1e Bill from every a.ngle. I 
rnay ~ay that a B·iil 11a,s. been bro·ugl1t 
to the attention of this House, and 
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also to tl1e Ge11eral publiic. The time 

11as been so sl1ort tl1a,t it is impossible 

to come to, an intelligent decision as 
to whet11e,r o·ne :sho·u!d s·upport it or 
not. And · for that reason if for no 
otl1er, I "rould support the report 
bro·ught n by Mr. Hickman and 11is 
colleagues · <)n tl1e Co,m1nittee Mr. 
Grimes a:q,d lVIr. Duff. Reference has 
bern made by tl1e Prime Minister to 
tl1e 11isto·ry of the Prohibition Act. He 
referred to what hap·pened in 1915 
wl1en the matter was brought befo·re 
tl1e Leg.islature. Resolutions were 
brougl1t in by Mr. Hicl{man wl10· was 
tl1en sitt ng o,n tl1is side of the Ho·use, 
asking fo·r tl1e Prohibition of Alcholic 
Liquors. The Government led by Sir. 
Edward Morris tl1ought that resolu
tions of such a nature should not be 
decided by tl1e Ho·u1se witl1out first 
giving the wl1ole country a.n oppor
tunity to decide upon it anrl to· vote 
upon it. Then late in the Session a 
Bill was ntroduced granting a ple
biscite. No·'v I think we have the 
same conditions at tl1e present time. 
A certain proportion of the electors 
voted fo·r Prohibition as i.n tl1e .A ct, 
not as we have it enforced today. We 
all regard that Act not carried otlt 
e ·th er in the letter or tl1e 8p1irit. Anrl 
as a result all parties all politicians, 
and these forming the rest of the com-
m11nity, have seriously considered 
'vJ1n,t can be clo,ne to, better the condi
tion of things with regard to the co,n
.c::u.mption of liquors in t11·s countrv 
Most people contend tl1at tl1e Act ,,.~~ 
n f~1re0 and coulcl not he e11fnrce<1 . 
ThP. reason that it could not be P.n
foreed. it is 11ot wortl1 while to· go in
tn now. But I n1ay -~::ty 1'11 pa · . ss1ng-
tl1 at the Act did not 11n:ve tl1e sym
n~tl1y of tho·se who m8dP- jt. Neitl1er 
had iit the sympatl1y of .the majjority 
nf tho·se ·n a p·o.sition to enforce the 
J,aw. Hence it was a co1nparati,re 
failure. B11t that does n.ot say thflt 
tl1 e J,,a,,v i1s 'vrong. Or tl1at it is not 
Jaw because it i~ TI9't. carried out. 

Tl1ere are lots of laws in t.he Decalo
gue tl1at are n.ot carreid out, and we 
'vould not bring in resolutions to 
amend them. We try to carry .th.em 
out as best 've can. You should . no1t 
first wipe away the Law, but if you 
11ave tl1e public so· antago·nistic to, a.ny 
I~aw especially in co11nectio·n with the 
sale of L.iquors it is practically on'ly 
right a.nd incu1nbent on any Legisla
tt1re to use certa· n measures so, that 
it would be inore popular with the 
people, and easier fo·r you to· enforce 
it. Of cour1S·e tl1e history of Prohibi
tion in tl1is co,untry ~s someth.ing si1n·i
lar to tl1at of the provinces of Canada. 
The law has been abused n.nd ··11 each 
case tp.e Provincial Legislatures have 
ap·pealed to tl1e peo·ple. Tl1ey . asked 
tl1e people what they were prepa.red 
to 1support, an.d as the pec}plc made 
t11Js law I think it is only right that 
they should ·be asked again whe
ther they are prepared at the pre
se11 t time to vote for the amend1nent 
to the present Act. I think that be
fo·re any steps should be taken to 
make this radical cl1ange ''Tith regard 
to tl1e sale o.f i· quors in this country 
that in my opiinio1n and that of the 
Leader of tl1e Opposition, wl10 sairl 
tl1at it is a matter of personal opinion 
and not a party measure they should 
be given an o·p·portunity now to de
cide whether to vote for the Repeal or 
the Amendment to the Prohibit 011 
Act. 

I am acquainted w1ith tl1e · i111nor
tance of the :FJill that 11a.s been recent
ly printed and distributed. But ''re 
11ave to be governed by experin.ce and 
yo,u know that you should ende::tvo11~~ 

to get the 1sentiment of the Public be -
hind every act if you want it en-
fo·rced. And as far as tl1e D' strict of 
Trinity js concerned. I had a message 
fr.om tl1e Rev. Mr. Broughton, Heart's 
c ·ontent, whicl1 is as follo·ws :-

(R~ads tl1e message.) 

Therefore I a1sk for time. We 0 1nly 
ask for tl1e postponement of the Bill. 
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Tl1ey· want an opportunity to study tl1e Con1n1·ittee. Tl1e Mi11~lrit." Rc~port 

tl1e Bill and inake compariso·ns with · · ca11not be sulJn1itted in thi'3 "\\·ay. 

other 111e·asures. Tl1erefore fo·r tl1ese 

reasons I wo·uld sup·p·ort the adoption 

of tl1e Minority Report in place of tl1e 

Major ty Report, which means defer

ring o.f the pass.ing o.f the Bill tl1rough 

the I""egislature until the next session. 

HON. MINIST1ER OF JUSTICE: - ! 
do not wa.nt to raise a wrong impres
sion, but there is so1ne misconception. 
'Ve have never 11eard fro1n the Select 
Committee of a Minority Repo·rt. W~ 

have never been asked to sign one. I 
attended all tl1e 1sess-ions. Tl1e first ! 
heard ·Of it was in tl1is House \Vhen 
tl1e Committee never 11ad an oppor
tt1nity to con8ider ir. I never heard 
of a. petition fron1 tl1e Ho·n. l.1eader of 
the Opposition. Not a sound bt1t I 
t1nderstood all approved of it. Tl1is 
is not a M: nority Report as tl1e Report 
does not say there is anything wrong 
with tl1e Bill. Not only the Report does 
not say tl1ere is anything wrong, but I 
have not heard a sound of anytl1ingbut 

, approval of the Bill. S•ome of the Com-
mittee may l1ave been abse11t. At 
least I never was. I . do11 't tl1inlt I 
. m.issed a moment. I never hear(l any . 
n1ember proposing to consid2r a . re-
port o.f this nature. Tl1e report of 
tl1e Co·mm ttee is in. One a11d all 
signed it. We concurred '111J we be
lieved in tl1at B.ill. So111i:· tlJembers 
signed with reservations, as to th2 
quantity of 5pirits to b~ :-: ·,1ppliecl. 
And tl1ere 'va.s ample ~ime to con.sider 

' 

all tl1at. This cannot be cons. r1cre<1 
as a 111inority Report. I ar1 jn B·yn1-

p;1thy with tl1e position tl1at rl· e T....1eaf!.
er o,f the Opposition has to tal.{e. Bnt 
I subm'it that under tl1e rt11~.;; as far 
·as tl1is House is concerned! \Vl1at 
should come to tl1is H,>use if tl1ere 18 
a d fference of opinion, woulcl ·be a 
repo·rt sent to tl1e Hous8 sl10\vi11g 
who· voted for this Bill a. ~1cl i.vl10 votPd 
against it. I never hear1 of any di,ri-

• 

sion. I 11ave the report suh111.ittec b)' 

MR. CRAMM: -. I recr)llect ,J Ht.ir. ct
ly that a inotion was introduced and a 
vote was, ta.ken and it 'Na,3 passed 12 
to 1. The only· person to vc;t:e against 
it was tl1e Hon. Mr. Milley. 

M·R. GRIMES :- I have stated my 
position with r·egard to that. I was 
not asked to sign · the· rep·ort. We 
came up· and were told that the re
p·ort had bee·n signe·d. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-I beg your pardon. We were 
told distinctly tl1at Mr. Hickma.n and 
tl1e1 me·n from the· Oppos.ition were not 
coming to the meeting. 

l\1R. GRIMES :-_There appears to 
be some nlisunderstanding. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE :-I may s.a.y Mr. Speaker tl1at 
I was of tl1e same 0 1pinion as tl1e 
Minister of Justice, that the members 
of tl1e Co1nmittee from the Op·position 
party were not going to sign the re
port. 

. 

MR. GRIMES :-I thought that tl1e 
com1nittee was going to meet again 
to-day . 

MR. WARREN: - Wh.at is the ques
tion before the House? 

HON. THE SPEAKER:-The adop
tion of the report of the Joint Select 
Committee appointed to· consider tl1e 
Bill Respecting Alcoho1lic Liquors. 

l\'lR. WARREN :-If that is the ques
tion I think that: the Prime Minister 
ought to n1ove that the report be re
ceived. Tl1en the discussio11 011 tl1e mo
tion migl1t take place'. I surmise that 
tl1e Le1ader of tl1e Oppo.sition, Mr. 
Hickman, can only bring in his pro
position as an amendment to the re
port submitted by the Select Com
mittee. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF' JUS
TICE :-I assume that also. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Sp,e·aker., I 
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think that this p·oint of Order is only a 
tecl1nic.ality which does not de·serve 
the se·r'io·us consid·eration of the 
House. I understand that p·ractically 
all the members of the· other side o·f 
the Ho·use had signe.a tne report as 
re.ad by the Prime Minister and that 
those who signed the r·e1p·ort of the 
Select Committee have not signed the 
report submitted fr-om the minority. 
As I said before the matter is only 
a technica1lity·. It is up1 to those who 
did not sign the majo·rity rep.art to de
cide that they would like to· put the 
motion that ·the bringing in of th.e 
Bill be deferred until the next se·s
sion of the· Legislature. That is the 
matter which is unde·r dis.cussion be
fore the· :House at present, namely 
whether th.is Bill will or will not be 
subm .. itted to the Housce at this ses-

• 
SlOn. 

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER:
There seems to be so·me informality in 
connectio·n with these proceedings. 
What p·urports to be1 the1 Common Re-

• 
port of the Committee on this Bill has 
been submitted for reception and 
adoption. It has been sugg·e·ste.d th·a.t 
was . but a. M.ajori·ty Repo.rt and th.at 
there was a Minority Rep·o·rt as well. 
Tl1is indic.a.tes a division in the Com
mittee, in which case the provisio·ns 
of section 147 of the· Rules of the 
House requiring a record of the divis
ion or minutes O·f the p·roceedings . of 
the Committee . to be re.po.rted to the 
House on the Rep·ort of the Co·mmittee 
should be complied with. · Doubt is 
also cast upon the validity of the al
lege.a Minority Repo·rt as not emanat
ing froim or coming before the Com
mittee. · If this i·s so it is irr·egular 
and can not be e·nte.rtained by the 
House as a report o·f the Committe:e. 
Any difficulty in determining this 
question might have been obviated 
had section 147 bee·n folio.wed, as the 
circumstances seem to indicate. should 
have been done, O·r .a report embo1dY
ing the division or disagreeime.nt, if · 
any, might have bee·n p·resented. I 

concur w'ith th·e Hon. Me·mber for 
Fo·rtune th.at the .situation might be 
met by the Hon. the Leade1r of the 
Op.position introducing the text of the 
suggeisted Minority Report as an 
amendment to the question for the 
adoption of the· original report. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: 
! wo·U!ld like to say· th.at th.ere has been 
no divisio·n of the co.mmitte·e at all. 
The Committee bei11g s.ati·sfied that 
s1ufficlent evidence had bee1n take·n we 
drew up· the rep.art for the membe·rs 
to sign. The Opposition members de
liberately de·cided to1 remain away and 
when they ·did not come forw.ard to 
sign the report it was taken for grant
ed that they would bring in · some 
an1e·ndmen,t. The only potnt is I think 
that the Report from the Mino·rity is 
out of Order. I do not see how it is 
possible to bring in a minute of the 
divi:sion because there was no division 
whatso·ever. 

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITION :-I would like to ask the 
Hon. the Prime Ministe·r if' there were 
minutes of the Committe,e. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTE.R:- . 
Certainly there were minute.s of the 
procedure o·f the · Co·m·mittee. The 
minutes wer.e kept but -there is no 
n1inute of .a divis.ion because there 
"\Vas no division. 

HON. THE L.EADER OF THE OP
POSITION:-We· have1 no intention of 
departing fr·om the r·ule1s of this 
House. I might say that this minority 
report ha.s refer·ence on1ly to· the delay 
c•f the Bill so that any thing that may 
have be·en done in conne1ction with 
the bill is not .affecte·d by it. As I 
said in my opening re·marks every 
me:lnber o·f this side· of the House 11as 
full liberty to vote as he sees fit on 
any bill that m.ay come be:fore the 
House· in co.nnection wtth the Liquor 
Act. The members o:f the Opposition 
are not making a party measure of 
the matte·r . T'he Minor'ity report o·n1ly 
asks, in the intere·st of those p·eople 

• 

• 
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of the country wh.o want to get fully 
acquainted with the1 m.atter befor·e the 
Legislature, that the act p·roposed by 
tl1e Government be de.ferr·ed for the 
pre·sent. No·w, when the Committee 
\Va.s sitting to-day we were ha.ving a 
J11eeting in the Opposition Rooms. We 
a.dvised the Clerk o·f th.e Ho 1use that 
\Ve 'vere having a me·eting of the Op
position and th.at we were not going 
to sign the R.eport. 

I-ION. THE MIN'ISTER OF JUS
TICE :-We were not tniormed of the 
Mino·rity Rep·ort. 

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITION :-I presume that anyone 
who did not sign on.e· re1port signed 
tl1e other. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-It app·e·ar·s to me that the 
proper place for the debate would 
have been on the1 Adoption o.f the 
Report. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Just a little 
premature. Th.at is all. 

lION. THE PRIME MINISTER:
! move that the Report of the Com
mittee . be adopted. 

HON. THE L.EADER OF THE OP
POSITION :-I beg to move the fol
lowing Amendment:-

"Tl1at in view of the drastic n.a
ture of the Bill to them re.ferred we 
respectfully recommend that further 
consideration of this bill be de·ferre·d 
until the next session o.f the Legis
lature in order· to allow the· country 
at large ample op·p·ortunity to a.c
q11a.int ·itself with the pro.visio~s of 
tl1e Prop·osed Bill." 

MR GRIMES:-! rise to second the 
• 

a m e n d m e n t. In so doing I 
wish first to s.ay, that I had no de
sire to be a party to any injustice to 
anv me·m.ber o·f the Joint Committee 

• 

regarding our Minority Report, nor 
do I · think anyone else did who sign-
d ·t The irregula.rity has· been due e· 1 • 

t misun.derstanding. When we .o a 

came· to the Council Cham.be·r with it 
-vve .asked _ wh.at had been do·ne·, and 
'vere told that a r·ep:ort ha.d beein sign
e·d by the Committee, but that S'ir 
Patrick Mc.Grath an·d the1 Ho·n. Mr. 
Ellis had signed with reservations. 
"\Ve therefore conclude al:I th.ese me:m
bers had decided their course just as 
we had decided ours. 

The question is, is this the proper 
time to decide upon a · matter which is 
fraught with far rea.c.hing conse·
quences to the country. An Act which 
\Vas pla.ced on the Statute Book by 
tbe expressed will of the people, ca.n
not be disposed of so hastily without 
'laing a grave injustice to m.a.ny who 
while· they may h.a.ve understood at 
e·lection time, changes were to be 
made in Liquor Legislation never an
ticipated SUC1h a revolutionar·y meas
ure as now propo·sed. T'he· Minority 
lleport exp1resses th.e views of not an 
inconsiderab.le portion o.f the coun
try as p·rO·Ve·n by tbe delegations that 
attende·d t:he sittings ot the ·Commit
tee during the two o·r three days al
lo·wed. Th.at many more re·quests a.nd 
protests would have been re.ce1iv·ed 
tl1ere can be no doubt, for where it 
was known letters and messages were 
received .asking fo.r dela.y till the 
i1ext session of the Legislatur·e·. 

1.,l1e Go·vernment is bound by the 
l\fanifesto of their Leader to give full 
and free opportunity to all interested, 
of know1ing wl1.at the measure is so 
that they can express their views 
upo.n its me·rits or de·merits. To rush 
thi'3 Bill through the prese·nt session 
with such haste and not allow time to 
study it and know the full meaning 
of e.very section and claus·e, is bound 
to lle r·ep·roductiv·e· of fau1lty Legisla
tion. What may suit Que·bec or Al
berta may not suit N ew·foundland. 
It 'viii not. By delaying considera
tion till the next session you will 
ltave time to ascertain what will meet 
"Titl) the genera1l wish of this country 
as well as enabl·ing you to perfect 
tl1e measure much better than it is 
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r1ow. It has been said by Mr. Morine, 
tl1at to refer it to the peo.ple· througl1 
a. plebiscite· wo·uld mean the country 
lleing saddled with $100,000 exp.en~e. 

I do not believe it. A ge·ner·al elec
tio11 dc,es not co,st that much an.d I 
a111 quite certain. th.at p1lebiscite wo11l<l 
not· cost the amo,unt of a general 
election. Why the election costs so 
11111c11 is be,ca.use we are goinf~ con
trary to· the electio.n act, whicl1 sa.ys 
tt1e payments for Returning Officers, 
Deputies and Poll Cle1rks shall be half 
\Vl1at we have been p1a.ying thP last 
two ele·ctions. Cut this expense down 
to the amo.unt p·rovided fo·r 'in the Act, 
which still can be further lessened, 
b~? a number wl10 would be o:nly too 
glad to. give their services free on be
l1alf of such a cause, I question wh:eth
er the plebiscite wo·uld cost more 
than $30,000. 

Another reason for delay is that 
few member·s of this Legisrlature to·
d"a.y, know what the re,al w'i,she.s of a 
1najority o.f h.is co·nsti~ients .are. He 
has notJ ha.d time to find out and this 
is a question in wh.ich he should a.s
certain what that wish is re1gar·dless 
of his own personal feelings. Take 
for illustr.ation one se.ction only which 
I will cite a.s an ilil ustration. Any 
section of a district with settlements 
continguous to e.ach other and hav
ing 5,000 of a populatio·n c,an have if 
a m.ajority in the se,ction sign a peti
tion, a Government Liquor· Branch, al
tho.ugh the big m,ajorlty of the dis
trict in which this section is loc.ated 
may be against it. That alon·e 
should cause me,mbe·rs to ask for time. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
But that is the best kind of a plebis
icte. 

MR. GRIMES :-I do not think so, 
the majority in the District should 
rule. My own view of the matter is 
tl1at a plebiscite of the whole coun
try sho·uld be taken and let the peo
ple who placed the Prohibition Law · 
on tl1e Statute Book, decide wheth.er 

they w.ant it to stay or wh·ether they 
will re·move it, and what they want 
in its place. I have an tdea what the 
result of a p 1lebiscite would be. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE:-So have I. 

MR. GRIMES:-Well after a1ll what 
thE- M.inister of Justic,e, and myself 
may th.ink ,a.bout wh,at wtll ha.pp,en 
does n.ot m.atter. One thing does 
inatter and that is, the Rep·res·enta
tive Peo.ple of the Country W·e·re pro
mise,d to ·be given full and free op
portunity to express their views, and 
it is not being do·ne. Two thirds of 
tl1em live in the Outp·orts, and time 
cannot be give,n them this session. 
The right thing to do is de,fer it a.nd 
consider a plebiscite. 

MR. DUF'F:-1 would like to say a 
few words in connection with the 
M1inority Report. I must . say that I 
a111 S·O·rry that the Minister of Justic2 
d d not get an opportunity to sign it 
because if he had goit the op·portunity 
I feel sure that he would have signed. 
It \Vas a great opp·ortunity lost. I 
would also like to say that on Satur · 
day evening I had to leave the Meet
ing of the Committee to make all haste 
p.ossible to catch the tra.in home to 
Carbonear. 

I think tl1at an act of this kind 
should not be pushed through this 
House too fast so, that the people may 
have an opportunity to cons. der it 
carefully. I an1 fully aware that the 
people, of St. John's East and West 
had an o·pportunity to become a ware 
o.f the contents o.f the Bill but outside 
districts have not had that oppor
tunity. Now the Prime Minister spoke 
of stopping s1nuggling and moons,hin
ing. Welil he knows very well that if 
· t costs four dollars to get a bottle 
of liquor here and it can be smuggled 
or made for eighty cents then men 
will in all pr0bability smuggle. l"'for 
one fot1ght the prohibition act. Ancl I 
tl1ink that there were a goo·d many 
others who are in this House now did 

• 
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as I did. However we d d not suc
ceed. The present Prol1ibitio·n Act 
never .. sho·uld have been put on the 
Statue Books. The present state of 
th·ings is very bad, but wl1at guaran-. 
te·e have we that!the act which is now 
proposed is going to be carried out. 
How do we know that where beer and 
wine are being sold that stro·nger 
spirits . will ·not be sold also? Liquor 
of a stronger nature will be sold 
where wine and beer are sold. That 
is one of the things that should be 
cons1idered and I hope a bill some
what more capalJle of nlanaging tl1at 
difficulty "\V'ill be brought before the 
I-louse. 

MR. HIBBS: --I rise to suppo·rt tl1e 
amendn1ent. I think that tl1e request 
for a delay of the action proposed by 
the Government i1s a reasonable one. 
I feel sure that the Leader of the 
House w th every member ·Of the op
posite side agree with me that · it is 
reasonable. As Nir. Duff pointed 011t 

there does not seen1 to be such <t 

great neecl for 11aste in a matter like 
this. There j1s no necessity for such 
a great deal of hurry. We cannot 
possibly loose nloney, by not having 
liquor to encourage the tourist trade 
lJecause we would not have a11y 
tour sts at an advanced season like 
this. Of cot1rse 1 believe in encourag
ing the tourist traffic.~ It i1s a matter 
in which I 11ave been interested for 
several years and when anything to 
e11courage and promote tourist traffic 
is being done then I am sure to sup
P·Orf it. There was a Prohib: tion Act 
in force in Newfoundland for the past 
ndne years but no attempt was ever 
made to enforce it. I say that even 
though I wa·s, a. member of the G·ov
ernment for the past f.our years. 

Ho·wever, it may be that your rea
son for amending the Act is . to e11-· 
cotl,.I'age the tourist trade. Well, if 
that is what you have in mind, I fa.il 

'-· . 

to· s ,ee the object n rushing this ' Bill 
througl1 in the dying hours of this 

se;ss.ion because it could not p.ossibly 
affect tl1e tourist trade fo,r this sea
son, and, I think that it is only 
reaso·nable to ask that. the Bill be de
ferred until the next session of the 
House, wl1ich w 11 meet again, so 'Ve 
were informed by the Prime Minister, 
in January or February next. Surely 
then, I repeat, it is not unreasonable 
for the Qp.positio·n to press for a p·ost
ponement of this mea.sure fo,r a fe,v 
months in order to give the country 
time to give · t proper co.t1sideration, 
and to become fa1niliar 'vitl1 what tl1.is 
Bill contains. The . broall principle 
must be reco'g.nised by the Govern
ment and it cannot be overlooked 
tl1at if it is r ght that the people of 
St. J o·hn's should be giving a hear.ing 
before a Select c ·on1m1ittee., it is equal-. 
ly right to submit the matter to the 
people of districts that a.re not adja
cent to St. John's. Wl1y there are 
people in my distr! ct who do no~ 

know the co·ntents of one section out 
o.f the sixty odd in th.is Bill. The . few 
people who had an oppo,rtunity of ex
pressing tl1eir views before the Select 

· Committee must not be regarded as 
repreisenting the wh,ole country, and 
I am really surprised at the ins, stence 
of tl1e G·overme11t over tl1e passage of 
tl1is Bjll. No,w I do not propose to 
deal with the nlerits or den1erits of 
the B1ill at this jttncture. There are 

• 
certain clau1s.es in. it that I m ght sup-
port and certain clause.s in it that I 
might not support; but you certainly 
should not try and railroad thro,ugh 
this House sectio·ns of the Bill that 
are . of far-reaching importance an1l 
that certainly must need to be amend-
ed. I beli eve that if this ... i\mendment 
of the P·ro,hibition Act was put to, a 
plebiscite that it would be carried, 
but I strongly maintain that the Act 
1Should not be repealed in the hasty 
way the Governme,nt now propo·ses to 
do it. The I-louse is going to, meet 
again five or s;' x months from no'v 
and no ha,rm can lJe done l)y (lelaying 
this Bill until the next~ session. I 
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i1o·tice in the Bill a clause that em
powers people of a district to· have a, 
branch store o·pened there, that is, if 
tl1ere are five thousa11d vote.rs or more 
tl1ere and wl10· send in a petit: on. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTIC.E:
No~ if a majority of the people of any 

· area of five thousand or more se.nd in 
a petition for a brancl1 store. 

MR. I-IIBBS :-Well do YO·U think it 
would be right to do that witho·ut 
at1t.hority from the people? 

IION. lVIINISTER OF JUSTICE: 
Ask Mr. Halfyard? He will tell you. 
Ile has petitions p led up in hjs office 
the 11eigl1t of the ceiling fro·m people 
aJI over the Isla11(1 asking for the re
peal o.f the pre.sent Prohibition Act. 
Surely tl1e signat11res of twenty ·Odd 
thousand people is an evidence that 
tl1e law should be altered. 

l\·1R. HIBBS :-That is why I con
t.end, as I have already sa·id, that the 
n1ajority of people n the country are 
in favor of a change, and that is one 
of the re.aso·ns why a P·lebiscite shoulcl 
be taken, but that does not give the 
present Government tl1e rigl1t to re
peal tl1e Act now. I am not talking 
now because I am on the Opposition 
side of the House because I . llelieve 
that there are. some very lauclable 
changes suggested in this Bill; but I 
still maintain that we should not 
ignore the principle that jf it is right 
to· consult people in St. Joh11's a11d get 
their v:iews regarding thi1S· meast1re 
that it is equally right to cons11lt the 
people of . tl1e out ports . and get the r 
vitws also bef·ore rushing this Bill 
through. 

I think that the Government, if they 
tried, could have arranged some way 
to get the views of the outport people 
on this matter. We must not forget 
that in 1915 the question wa1s, con
s'idered big enough to put before the 
country by plebiscite and everybo·dy 
thought r" t was· right, a1though, ·per
hap~, it might have been do·ne the11 

more for political motives than any
thing else; but at the same time, if 
tl1e Morr,is Government had placed 
tho present Prohibitio·n , Act C•·n the 
Statue Book witl1out havjng consult
ed the people a.II over the co·untry, 
¥."hat would have tJeen thol1ght of it? 
Well y·ou are pra,ct cally doing the 
same thing now, bPcause the Act no1w 
l)efore the Hous.e is a repeal of the 
1915 one. Ho·wever, I would say to 
the Government to give some further 
thougl1t and co·nsideration to this 
matter, as. I thin~ ,it . wo·u1d be prefer
able to the people a 1s a whole if it . was 
postponed until the winter session oc 
the House when I bel eve the rep.ea! 
of the Prol1ibition Act will receive the 
endorsation and approbation of the 
whole country, after due considera
tion been given the question. If I 
''lere talking po.Jitics, I ma.y say, I 
vvo11ld be alJle to give sor.te aa,· ·ce ·to 
the Leader of the Governrnent in this 

-
connection. 

HON. THE PRllVIE · MINISTER: 
We are prepared to· take our chances. 

'MR. ASHBOURNE: - Mr. Speaker, 
I 'visl1 to say a few words in favor 
of the amendment to this Bill. I am 
for dry legislation. People say that 
the Prohibitio11 Act cannot be en
forced. But I claim that the prohi
bition law received the assent of the 
people of this country and it was 
put on the Statute Book by the free 
voice of the people , and I claim that 
it would be right and proper to send 
it back to the people for their de
cision, and it is not for members of 
the House of Assembly to take the, 
onus of rep·ealing the prohibition law. 
I am quite prepared to recognise that 
the Prime Minister has received a 
mandate to repeal the law, but instead 
of applying it to one section of the 
country I think it should be referred 
to the who'e country. The Prime 
Minister said in his Manifesto that 
this important matter would receive 
the earnest consideration of hi~ party 



266 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

and that he hoped to prepare for en
actment a satisfactory la'"V' and that 
a ·measure 'vould be introduced and 
that representative people would have 
an opportunity of expre,ssing th~r 
views fully a11d freely. Now I see 
that, accordi11g to the official synop- · 
sis of the proceedings of the Joint · 
Committee, as published in_ the Daily 
News, that he has undertaken to 
l1ave the views of representative citi
zens taken in regard to this question. 
T11e word citizens is put in here. Now 
I consider that St. John ·s is not the 
whole island, and wl1en a la.w is to be 
introduced taking effect over the 
whole populatio;1 of 250,000 people I 
fail to see why tl1e people of St. 
John's, representi11g 40,000 people, 
should have an opportunity to voice 
tl1eir sentiments before that Joint 
Committee while representative dele
gations of the 011tports were not given 
an opportunity to be heard before 
that Committee. I support the amend
ment and plead for time. to consider 
the matter. We have on our Statute 
Book a prohibition law and we are 
told by the Government that it can
r1ot be enforced. That is a matter of 
opinion. We 11a ve to look not only 
to ourselves but to the people out
side. In October of this year a pleb
iscite is going to be taken in Ontario 
as to whether or i1ot alcoholic liquors 
are to be sold there. Also in the 
Presidential election next November 
i11 the United States a vote may be 
taken as to whetl1 er or 11ot the pro
l1ibition law is to be repealed there. 
Consequently, I think that, as the 
prohibition law came into effect in 
Newfoundland by the free voice of 
the people, the matter should_ be re-
. ferred back to the people again to 
decide by plebiscite. This Bill is of 
too far-reaching a character to be 
railroaded through this House. While 
it is true that there may be sections 
of the Bill that are commendable, 
still I have yet to be convinced that 
the majority of the people of this 

country are in favor of it, particu
larly in view of tl1e protests which I 
have heard sir1ce tl1is Bill has been 
introduced. We have heard a lot 
about the smuggling of liquor; but 
liquor is not the only thing that has 
been smuggled into Newfoundland 
during the pa.st three or four years. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
You are very well right. 

.MR. ASHBOURNE:-And I doubt 
if this law is going to do away with 
smuggling or the manufacturing of 
moonshine. I believe that if this 
Bill goes through now that we will 
be building on shifting sand rather 
tha11 on rock, and I appeal to mem
bers of this House on either side not 
to rush this Bill into law during the 
dying hours of this session, but to 
delay it in order to give the country 
an opportunity of expressing their 
views, as promised by the Prime 
Minister in his Manifesto. 

fyIR . . · SCAMMELL:-Mr. Spealrer, I 
rise to support the Amendment, but 
I do not propose to discuss the re
lative merits or demerits of the Bill 
now before the House. I am of the 
opinion that the Government is not 
'veil advised and would not be act
i11g judiciously to press for the plac
ing of this law on our Statute Book 
during the closing hours of this 
session. Legislation affecting prohi
bition must of necessity be import
a11t legislation. It is legislation 

-·· 

which in every country has engaged 
the serious consideration of the best 
minds of the day, and it is a ques
tion which has been responsible for 
ma11y national troubles. The history 
of pro·hibition in Newfoundland is 
well known throughout the length 
and breadth of the Island. Resolu
tions were brought here in 1915, we 
know the vigorous manner in which 
that campaign was conducted and we 
know the result on the issue at that 
time. It was the first opportunity' I 

•' 
had, as a Newfoundlander, to cast a 
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vote and I have not the slightest 
hesitation in saying that I voted 
against prohibition. I had - learned, 
read and studied the question and tl1e 
reason I voted against prohibition 
was because I thought at the time 
that the thing was too re-actionary. 
I thougl1t that there was not going 
to be a -sufficient backing of public 
opinion behind the Act to make it 
workable or enforceable. 111 my 
opinion this Act or any Act cannot 
be carried out unless you have a -
wholesale and wl1ole-hearted public 
opinion behind it. Mention was made 
by tl1e 11onourable Mi11ister of Justice 
to the effect that becat1se of· the great 
number of people opposing the pro
hibition law that that was the reaso11 
it was not workable in this country. 
To my mind the reverse is tl1e case. 
I think that the people of the country 
should be given a chance to consider 
tl1is Bill before it passes this House, 
because the . matter is of too far
reacl1ing importance to be dealt with 
11urriedly. Take the Provi11ces of 
Ca11ada. Has prohibitio11 been re
pealed there without referring it 
back to the people? I have made 
diligent enquiries and I ca11not fi11d 
a single instance where it has not 
been reverted back without submis
sion to the people. I admit that the 
present state of affairs under our so
called prohibition law is deplorable 
and very much to be regretted, and 
I congratulate the Prime Minister and 
his Government in endeavouring to 
place some kind of a repeal on tl1e 
Statt1te Book; but for the life of me 
I am at a loss to know why this 
present Bill should 1be enacted into 
law so hastily merely to - encoura.ge 
the tourist trade, because that argu
ment does not hold water, as the 
tourist traffic for this season is now 
nigh over. 

However, I do not think that that 
particular reference in the Prime 
Minister's Manifesto to prohibition 
was as much talked about · during the 

last election campaign as he would 

like people to believe. In St. Barbe 

district I heard very ·1ittle talk about 

it, and I tl1ink that my opponent will 

agree with me. There were more 
vital topics at stake, and _ I cannot 
take it down that the majority of the 
people throughout the country sup
ported the Prime Minister because 
of this patricular part of his Mani
festo, nor do I think that the 
Prime Minister can strictly argue 
that such was the case. It might 
have had some effect in St. J ol1n's, 
but I still maintai11 and argue, that it 
is most unfair and unJust to give tl1e 
people of St. John's a chance of voic
ing their opinion on this important 
subject while the same privileg~ is 
not accorded the people of the out-

• 

ports. I am not saying or declaring 
what my attitude will - be when this 
matter is voted upon, but I woulll 
like to see the people of the outport 
districts given a square deal and 
allowed the same right and the same 
privilege as the people of St. John's. 
I -believe that there are ways that 
could be devised whereby the Prime 
Mi11ister could get representative 
opinion offered, and I would appeal 
to him not to rush this measure 
tl1rough without giving the outports 
a chance to express their views on 
such an important matter. The Bill 

• 
contains some sixty odd sections and 
it is quite a job for any man to give 
this thing any study in such a short 
space of time, and I would ask mem
bers of the Government to give this 
matter their most earnest considera
tion and delay further discussion of 
it until the next session of the House 
which, we are told by the Prime Min
ister, will take place within a few 
months, and when a solution of the 
difficulty will not look so re-actionary 
as it does at the present time. For 
the reasons I have mentioned I sup
port the Amendment. 

Whereupon the House divided and 
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there appeared in favor of the amend-
inent:-

Mr. Hickman. 
Mr. Halfyard. 
Mr. Hibbs. 
Mr. Grimes. 
Mr. Scammell. 
Mr. Duff. 
Mr. Ashbourne (7) 

And against it:-
Hon. the Prime Minister. 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 
!Ion. the Minister of Justice. 
Hon. the Minister of Finance. 
Hon. the Minister of Posts" 
Hon. Mr. Sullivan. 
Hon. Mr. Cramm. 
Hon. Mr. Bradley. 

. . 

The Minister of Agriculture. 
The Minister of Public Works. 
Mr. Cashin. 
Mr. Moore. 
Mr. Vinicombe. 
Mr. Chambers. 
Mr. Power. 
Mr. Cahill. 
Mr . Linegar. 
Mr. Browne. 
Mr. Warren (19) 

So the amendment was lost. 
Wheret1pon bn the motion for 

adoption of Report the House divided 
and there appeared in its favor:

Hon. the Prime Minister. 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 
~on. the Minister of Justice. 
Hon. the Minister of Finance. 
Hon. the Minister of Posts. 
Hon. Mr. Sullivan. 
Hon. Mr. Cramm. 
Hon. Mr. Bradley. 
Th·e Minister of Agriculture. 
The Minist~r of Public Works. 
Mr. Cashin. 
Mr. Moore. 
Mr. Vinicombe. 
Mr. Chambers. 
Mr. Power. 
Mr. Cahill. 
Mr. Linegar. 
Mr. Browne. 
Mr. Warren (19) 

• 

and against it:
l\'1r. Ifickman. 
Mr. Halfyard. 
Mr. Hibbs. 
Mr. Grimes. - Mr. Scammell. 
lVIr. Duff. 
Mr. Ashbourne (7) 

so it passed in the affirmative, and 
was ordered accordingly. 

On motion it was ordered that the 
Bill be ref erred to a Committee of 
the Whole House on to-morrow. 

Mr. Warren gave notice of question. 
Mr. Scammell gave notice of ques

tion. 
Mr. Hibbs gave notice of question . 

• 

Pursuant to notice, and leave grant-
ed, and on m·otion of Hon. the Minis
ter of Justice the Bill entitled "An Act 
to amend 3 Geo. V., Cap. 14 entitled 
'An Act Respecting the Contruction 
of a Railway through Labrador' '' was 
ordered that the said Bill be read a 
second time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to n-otice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Minis
ter of Finance, the Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend Qhapter 10 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en
titled 'Of the Department of Finance 
a11d . Customs;' " was introduced and 
read a first time, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a second time 
on to-morrow. 

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min
ister the Rules of the House were 

' 

suspended respecting all matters now 
before the House, or to come before 
it, during this Session. 

On motion of Hon. the Minister ot 
Finance, the Bill entitled "An Act re
specting a Tax on Goods Imported in
to Newfoundland" was recommitted 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 
Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
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matter to then1 ref erred, and had 
passed tl1e Bill as amended. 

" 'Vhereupon the Bill entitled "An Act 
Respecti11g a Tax on Goods Imported 
into Newfoundland," was read a third 
time, and passed, a11d it was ordered 
that the said Bill be engr·ossed, being 
entitled as arove, and tl1at it be sent 
to the Legislative Council with a ines
sage requesting the concurrence of 
that body in its provisions. 

ANSWERS 'fO QUESTIONS. 

. (1) MR. HICKMAN · asl{ed Hon. tl1e 
Minister of Finance and Customs: (1) 

Wl1at quantity of wire nails was i1n
ported into this country for year end
ing June 30th, 1924; (2) The quantity 
of wire imported l•y manufacturers 
for making nails; (3) The quantity of 
,vire nails manufa,ctured in the coun
try during 1923-1924 on which_ Sales 
Tax 'vas pa,id; ( 4) The amount collect
ed as Sales Tax on 'vire i1ails during 
the year. 

THE HON. MINISTER FINANCE- . 
I tieg leave to .tatile the answer. 

(2) MR. WARREN asked Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Custon1s to 
lay upon the Tat>le of the House a 

·copy of the reports made by any Gov
ernment officials and especially Messrs. 
MacFarlane and Ledingham respect
ing the value of the ·S.S. Senef l 1efore 
her sale 1 y tl1e Governn1ent. 

THE I-ION. MINISTER FINANCE
. I leg leave to tal1le tl1e answer to 
tb.at question. 

Pursuant to order and on inotion of 
IIon. the Minister of Justice, the 
I-louse resolved itself ii1to a Com1nit
tee of tl1e \Vhole to consider tl1e Bill 
entitled "An Act to Ai11end Chapter 73 
of tl1e Co11solidated S•tatutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of the Disembarking 
of Paupers.' " 

Mr. Speaker left tl1e Chair. 

Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 
Committee. 

Committee of tl1e Whole on Bill en-

titled "Of the disembarkation of Pau
pers." 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
- Mr. Chairman: On the last day we 
were in session I did. not get a chance 
to draw your attention to this Bill. 
The ot,ject of this Bill is to get rid of 
the burden often imposed upon this 
cou11try of 11a ving to feed and other
wise support undersirables from for
eign lands. Occasions have occured 
where vessels come along here1 and 
drop off some of their crew, they are 
really paupers, in the sense that they 
cannot provide for and have no means 
of providing for themselves, and con
sequently they become a oharge or a 
burden on the Colony. There is no· pos
sible way of getting at those who are 
responsible and of late it has ~ee11 

practised l,y people on their way to 
the United States, and having been re
fused admission often find their way 
here, and become a charge on us. One 
way of getting over this matter would 
be to refuse clearance to vessels leav
ing people here. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
- Mr. Chairman: I did not get a 
chance of seeing this Bill before to
day. At the present time there are 
conditions existing in this country 
that should no longer be allowed to 
exist. I am not SP.eaking about those 
who are affected by this Bill, but · of 
immigration and particularly of emig
gration to the United States. There 
11ave been hundreds of cases wl1ere o1'r 
people go to the United ·States to seek 
employment, and we find that ·they 
are returned as undesiral1les. It is 
time that we enact some laws to pro
tect our workmen against imported 
contract labour. The treatment ac
corded our workmen when ·they seek 
entry into the United States where 
contract labour laws exist is appall
ing, it is certainly a great· contrast to 
the treatment given strangers coming 
here. These strangers often times not 
only · receive better wages than our 
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own~ but they become domineering 
and insulting. Some necessary pro
vision or department is lacking when 
numbers of our men are permitted to 
undergo hardships and disappointments 
at the gateways to the United States 
when a little practical advise before 
leaving our shores would remove all 
possibility of those -discomforts. It is 
only atiout two years ago that some 
twenty seven men belonging to Trin
ity Bay were sent back from the Un
ites States because of some trivial 
rule enforced there. Those men were 
good labourers, inen that any country 
may feel proud of possessing. Those 
men were in New York, and ·then they 
were sent to Ellis Island, and then de
ported here at the expense of the 
Shipping Company, and their own 
passages up. The simple reason is that 
there is no one to instruct them. There 
are not sufficient facilities providing 
for the instruction of those people. 
Tl1ey go off to New York a11d because 
of some trivial technicality they are 
sent back again, they loose their time 
and their money. 

Now what is our position here? The 
United States have a perfect right to 
make their own laws to limit the num
ler of immigrants, but at the same 
time the United States are protecting 
themselves, and we have no protection. 
The United States' number of immi-

• 

grants are watched by -their big un-
ions up there. I have here a printed 
form which those seeking entry into 
the United States are required to fill 
in, it is an apalling document and well 
might puzzle the educated not to speak 
of the poor half illiterate fisherman or 
latiourer. I think it a · shame that 
while we are being discriminated 
against we admit all and sundry with
out question, even when they are com-

. i11g in here to elbow our own out of 
positions. I know of ·a case where 
four telegraph operators went up to 
the United States fro1n Heart's Con
tent. They were perfectly competent 
and capable operators. They got em-

. ' 

ploymeµt at Detroit, their positions 

were secured through the Western Un

ion Telegraph Co. and what happened? 

The immigration authorities were go

ing to send them back as undesirables. 

The Western Union Co. took the mat
ter up, and the Detroit Immigration 
Authorities appealed to the Washing
ton Authorities, and the Washington 
Authorities sustained the im1nigration 
authorities of Detroit. One girl who 
seemed to be more plucky than the 
others consulted a lawyer on the mat-, 

ter, and fought the case, and judg-
ment was given . in her favour, and 
rulings regarding the other three had 
to te made accordingly. But what are 
we doing here? What about Corner 
Brook where the imported labourer is 
given preference to c,ur own. A.re we 
preventing the importation of undesir
ables in this country? Why, we some 
times even pay them to come here. I 
know of another case where a inan was 
sent back fro1n the United States to 
Nfld. wl1en he had seve11teen hundred 
dollars in his pocl{et. Another case 
was where a woman who had been liv
ing in the United States for some 
years and all her family and relations 
'vere there and tiecause she was in
sane she was sent down here to us 
a way from all her friends and rela
tions, although they were prepared to 
look after her, and pay all expenses. 
We cannot even send an insane Rus
sian. out of Newfoundland, if he goes 
insane he is kept here at the expense 
of the Newfoundland Government. I 
say Mr. Speaker that this Bill does 
not go far enough, it only protects us 
in 011e of the many instances that we 
meet. I would suggest that the Bill 
be made more elatorate. I would al
so suggest that some means be pro
vided so that every possible instruc
tion be given to our people going' to 
the United States. I am glad Mr. 
Chairman to support this Bill, l iut I 
certainly w·ould like for it to be ex
tended _ to co.ver other cases. 

• 
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HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
:_Mr. Chairman: I am very glad in
deed to tell the Ho11. Colonial Secre
tary that the very poi11t he has made 
is one which I have been considering 
for some time. The present Bill is in
tended to put into application readily 
and quickly legislation that can only 
be put into effect by the Qovernor-in
Council. It is intended to a,dd to the 
Act already in force. We are only 
now provided for in cases where alien 
persons are insane, and we want to 
add to that. 

MR. W. J. BROWNE- Mr. Chair1nan: 
I am glad that I a1n here when this 
Bill is ·being discussed. I was partic
ularly interested in what was said by 
the Hon. C·oloniaJ Secretary. When I 
was coming ·through Sydney a few days 
ago, I was talking to the representa-

. tive at North Sydney, Mr. Shano, and 
11e told me of several instances where 
he had helped those 'vho had been 
turned down tiy the i1nmigration of
ficers of the U.S.A. One case was tl1at 
of a woman 'vith six children who was 
proceeding to join her hustand, and 
she was prevented from proceeding 
l:ecause she had not the t)irth certifi
ca,tes of her children, and in tl1is case 
Mr. Shano fixed up l1irth certificates 
for 11er, and sl1e 'vas allowed to pro
ceed. But although 11is power to give 
birth certificates, may be questioned, I 
tl1ink the authorities at Sydney are 
scen1i11gly in ore o t iliging than they 
are in the States, and particularly at 
Ellis' Isl~nd. 

No'v in the United States the au
thorities are very strict with regard 
to allo,ving people . to enter, l ·ut here 
've have no law to protect ourselves 
and we know that we often have peo
ple coming in here wl10 are anything 
but desirables. I would like to point 
out to the Minister of Justice that in 
my opinion an alteration could well be 
made to 1neet certain cases. I would 
suggest that the words in section 2 
"Not born in the Colony~ ' be substitut-

ed l>y the following: - "The Minister 
of Justice (on recommendation of the 
Inspector General) may make an ex
pulsion order respecting any person 
not a citizen of this country." 

MR. HALFY ARD- Mr. Chairman: I 
apprecia.te the object of this Bill which 
is to give the Government the author
ity to send a.lien undesirables back to 
their own country so as not to become 
a charge on Newfoundland. New
foundland unl1appily · owing to the 
lack of industrial labour does not 
11ave a great number of people coming 
in, l ut it would ·be a very desirable 
thi11g to have so1ne protection. 

I quite appreciate the remarks made 
l ·y tl1e Hon. Colonial Secretary regard-., 

ing industrious N·ewfoundlanders who 
, 

go to the United States to look for em-
ployment, and I say that if Newfound
landers going to · the lJnited States 
were given the necessary instructions 
they would be saved considerable an
noyance, expense and trouble. New
foundlanders now going into the Un
ited States are asl{ed the question 
"Are y·ou under contract for work," 
and as we would iinagine :ff the answer 
was in the affirmative it would be to 

·their advantage, and a great help to 
them in getting in, but such is not the 
• 

case, it actually spoils their chances 
of t :eing admitted. Whilst we are not 
in a position to alter the laws of the 
·united States one iota we can at least 
protect ·ourselves against undesirable 
aliens. 

MR. W. R. WARREN- Mr. Chairman: 
I would like to draw attention to para. 
3. It strikes me that there would be 
a possibility, or we would find our
selves confronted with a possibility, 
of having to penalize innocent Ships' 
Agents. From the wording of the Bill 
a responsibility would be placed up
on ships' Agents who may be perfect
ly innocent in the matter, and quite 
ignorant of the landing of strangers 
on our shores. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
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- I may say Mr. Chairman tl1at a pro
vision could be inserted protecting an 
innocent agent. We do n·ot expect the 
Bill to meet every possit1le feature or 
reach every case, but it would act as 
a lever for the inforcement or as a 
preventjon in keeping masters fro1n 
dise1nl arking u11desirables. I may say 
tl1at I an1 agreeatile to a,mend the Bill 
a.nd insert a clause refusing to grant . 
a vessel its clearance s.o as to pro-
tect innocent agents; l:ut with regard 
to the otl1er point of "persons not born 
in Newfoundland" it would be rather 
difficult to meet that. 

MR. W. J. BROWNE- I would sug
gest Mr. Chairman that we would use 

time, and i,t was ordered that the said 
Bill be referred to a Co.mmittee of the 
Whole House presently . . 

Whereupon the House resolved it
self into a Committee of the Whole to 
consider the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Repeal Chapter 139 of the Consoli
dated Statutes (Third Series) entitled 
'Of the Encouragement of Agriculture, 
and the Acts ii1 Amendment thereof.' " 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the Chair or 

Committee. 
Committee of the Whole on Bill en

titled "Of the Encourage1nent of 
Agriculture, ai1d tl1e Acts in aine11d-, 

n1e11t thereof." 

tl1e ter111 "Persons wl10 are not citizens THE· MINISTER OF AGRI-
of this country." CUI.JTURE & MINES :-Mr. Cl1air-

l\iR. ASHBOURNE- Mr. Chairman: 
I thi11k myself that it would be rather 
hard on the Agents. There would al
so l>e, or would seem to l>e, a difficulty 
in tl1e definition of the word Agent. 
'Vould the word "Agent" apply to a 
1)crson \Vho had chartered a vessel for 
a particular voyage? Take f.or in
sta.nce a Norweigan vessel coining out 
to Newfoundland, she may 11ave ·an 
agent 11ere or she may not, and sup
posing I send her to Fogo or Twillin
gate to bring up a load of fish, would 
I tie looked upon as tl1e vessel's 
Agent? 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
ina,tter to the1n referred, had made 
some progress and asked leave to sit 
agajn on to-morrow. 

On inotion this Report was received 
a11d adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 

. on to-morrow. 
Pursuant to order and on motion of 

tl1e Minister of Agriculture, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Repeal Chapter 
139 of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of the Encouragement 
of Agriculture, and the Acts in Amend-
1nent there·of,' " was read a second 

man, I beg to · say sl1ortly that tl1is 
is a Bill merely to repeal the Act i11 
-co11nectio11 with the Model Farm. As 
you all know the Model Farm no 
longer exists, and it is of no use to 
11ave the Bill on the Statute Book. I 
inay say that in pursuance of the policy 

. of economy, it has been found i1eces
sary to abolisl1 the Agriculture Board 
Commissio11ers and tl1e Experime11tal 
Farm. 

. MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Chairman, 
wl1ile this matter is before tl1e 
House I would like to take this op
portunity to ask what is the Govern
ment's policy in regard to the cutting 
of pit props. It has been brought to 
my 11otice recently by quite a few 
people who, in a great ma11y cases 
were mill ow11ers. On behalf of the 
licensed mill owners the Governme11t 
should take i11to consideration tliat 
the cutting of pit props is a serious 
disadvantage to their operations. 'fl1e 
cutting should be discontinued ex
cept i11 absolute cases of necessity as 
it is a most destructive policy. I 
would strongly suggest that if it is 
found necessary to again permit the 
cutting and export of pit props to 
afford relief, that before granting 
permission, the Government would 
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carefully consider the interests of 
rnill ow11ers who are threatened with 
tl1e complete destruction of tl1e tim
·ber co11venient to their ·mills. 

THE MINISTER OF AGRI-
CULTURE & MINES:-Mr. Cl1airman, 
I appreciate tl1e point raised by the 
hon. member for Trinity. I also ap
preciate the fact tl1at a bo11a fide mill 
ow11er who has gone to considerable 
expense in keeping his mill going, 
sl1ould rece.ive some ·consideration. 
I may say . that I may 11ave occasion 
to talre this matter up witl1 tl1e Ex
ecutive, and I shall do all possible in 
my power to protect the small mill 
owner, a11d also his limited timber 
areas. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

Tl1e Chairman from the Committee 
repo.rted that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed tl1e said Bill witl1out amend
ment. 

Whereupon the Bill entitled "A11 
Act to Repeal Cl1apter 139 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en
titled "Of tl1e E11couragement of 
Agriculture, and tl1e Acts i11 ame11d
me11t thereof" was read a tl1ird time 
and passed, ai1d it was ordered that 
the said Bill be se11t to tl1e Legis
lative Council with a ·message re
q t1esting tl1e concurrence of that 
body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and 011 motion 
of Hon. The Minister of Finance, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Further· · to 
Amend the Revenue Act, 1905," was 
read a second time, and it was order
ed that tl1e said Bill be referred to 
a Committee of tl1e , Whole Ho·use 
r>resently. 

Whereupon the · House resolved it
self into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider the Bill entitled "An Act 
Furtl1er to Ame11d tl1e Revenue Act, 
1905." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 

CO!Jl!l!itt~~. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FIN-
ANCE :-rrl1is Bill is 
with the duties on 
pork and molasses. 

i11 connection 
gasoline, flour, 

MR. SCAMMELL :-Mr. Chairma11, I 
would like to place myself on record 
as advocating the repeal of the du
ties on flour, pork, kerosene oil and 
molasses. 

MR. HALFYARD: - I would also 
like to place myself on record, Mr. 
Chairman, in connection with · this 
Bill ,and to state I can11ot understand 
why the gasoline which motor car 
owners use, is placed on the free list, 
while the kerosene which the fisl1er 
men use in their motor boats is not. 
I ho1pe the Government will see their 
way clear to remedy this. 

MR. GRIMES :- Mr. Chairrna11, I 
heartily agree with Mr. Halfyard that 
the la boring classes should · get their 
oil cheaply, and in view of the pre
dicted increase in revenue, it should 
be possible to arrange it. Conditio11s 
are not as they were before, a11d I 
think the 11onorable member ·for St. 
John's West will recognize that many 
families are not earning $600 a year 
and that employment is scanty. The 
:fishermen are coming back from tl1e 
Labrador with short catches, and I 
do not think they ought to be asked 
to pay for articles such as tl1ose 
mentioned. The :fishermen are bur
dened enough already, and I joi11 i.11 
the protest of my colleagues agai11st 
the imposition of these duties. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The C'hairman from the Con1mittee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pass
ed the said Bill without amendment. 

Wl1ereupon tl1e Bill en titled "An 
Act Further to Amend the Revenu•'3 
Acit, 1905''' was read a third time, an(l 
passed, and it was ordered that tl1e 
sa;id Bill be se·nt to tl1e Leg slative 
Co,uncil with a nlessage · requesting 
the concurrence of that body in ]tti 

• • prO·VllSlOnS. 
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THE LEADER OF THE OP- Series) entitled ''Of the Disembark-
POSITION-I would like to ask the 
H,on. the Minister of Fi1nance when 
11e will table the Public Accounts. 

ation o.f Pa.upers." . 

Mr. Spe·aker left tl1e Chair. 

Mr. Puddister · took the Cl1a.ir of 
HON. THE MINIST:ER OF FIN- Commiittee. 

ANCE-I was wondering wl1y that 
was not asked before- I would now 
beg· to take them. 

It was mo·ved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn un-
til to-morrow afternoon at three o' -
clock. 

Tl1e House tl1er1 adjourned accord- . 
ingly. 

TUESDAY, Aug. 12tl1, 1924. 
'1.,l1e Houise met at tl1ree of the ·clock 

i11 the aftern.oon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

MR. WARREN- Asked Hon. the 
Prime Minister wl1at steps have been 
taken since the House opened to con
vene a Commission o.f Enquiry into 
tl1e various departments named by tl1e 
Warren Mjn stry and if any step1s bad 
been taken by the present . Govern
ment to obtain the services of a Com
mission either here or tl1rot1gl1 the 
Secretary of State for tl1e Colonies. 

I-ION. THE P'RIME lVIJNISTER ·-
The only steps taken by the Govern-
1nent have been to seek a Commis
sioner to conduct an enqujry, Mr. Hol
li1s Walker being ap·p,lied to to take 
over thi1s w·ork. I 11ave a reply 11ere 
whicl1 I received fro,m h n1 yesterday 
in whiich he says he will 11ot be able 
to act on this Commssion. 

(Reply read). 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Committee of tl1e Whole ·on a Bill 
entitled "Of the DisembarkatJ,on of 
Paupers." 

Pursuant to O·rder, and on motion 
of I-Ion. tl1e Minister of Justi1ce, the 
I!ouse re1solved tself into a Commit
tee- of the Whole· to co11sider tl1e B'ill 
entitled "An Act to Amend Cl1apter 
73 of the Co·nsolidated S:tatutes (3rd 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE- In 
co11nectio11 witl1 t11is B.ill the House 
,v· 11 remember., tl1ere were t"Nb po,ints · 
raised in C'0 1nne,ction with it. One 
was the .elimination of the agent's 
responsibility and the other. Any un
desirable could be deported on an or
der from the . Inspector General. 

I may point out for the information 
of the member for St. John's West that 
as it is a case of the Inspector Gener
al exercising his prerogative in which 
power is given him to exercise, there · 
is no danger of any hardship to any 
Newfoundlander. . 

In connection witl1 Par. 3 we pro-
• 

pose to make a change in this Law 
and we intend nla,king it compul1so'r} 
upon tl1e Agent. We· propose to elim
i11ate Section 3 and substitute wl1at 

• 

js a provision under the En1: gratio-n 
Act. T11is sl1ould come into effect by 
orcler of the G·o1vernor in Council. Sin1-
ilar power .is gi1ven to tl1e M,inister o·f 
Justice. 

I trust this will meet tl1e p·o nt rais
ed by the Hon. member. Sole charge 
reists upon the master and in the event 
of failure to comply makes him liable 
for proceedings at Law. I subn1it the 
substituted Sectio,n to tl1e House. 
Sectio,n 3 i1s to be e1iminated a.nd tl1e 
Section I have read is to take its 
place. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e Cha r. 
Tl1e Cl1a.ir1nan from the Co1nmittee 

reported tl1at they 11all considered tl10 
matter to, them referred, and l1acl 
passed the said Bill with some amend-
ment. 

Whereupon, tl1e Bill entitlecl "An 
Act to Amend Cl1apter .73 of the Con
s,o1idated Statutes (T11ird Sories) en
titled "Of the Disembarl{ation of· Pat1-
pers" was read a third time and pass
ed, and rt wa,s ordered that tl1e said 

.. 
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Bill be engrossed, being entitled. as 
ab·ove, and that it be . sent to the . Leg
islative Council with ·a mesis·age re
questing the co1ncurence of that body 
in its provisio·ns. 

Pursuant to order, a.nd o·n nlotion 
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to· consider tl1e Bill entit-

-
led "An Act Respecting · Alcol1olic 
L . " :IqUo·rS . . 

Mr. Sp:eaker left the Chair. 
Mr. · Puddister to,ok tl1e CJ1a.ir of 

Committee. 
:· : '; ... 

co;M~r1r·TEE ·OF T1HE WHOLE ON 
AN ACT' RESPEC1T'ING ALCOIIOL- . 
IC i :IQUORS. . ' 

' ' .. 

HON. THE PRIME MINIS'l,ER
Mr. C,1:1airman and Gentlemen, as we 
go · througl1 th s Bi.II I w,ould like to · 
ask the members of the House to· note 
some alterations that have been 1nad2. 
They are 1nerely typographical and 
can be 11nted as we go alo,rig. In n1ov
ing the House into Com1nittee ·Of 
the . Whole, Mr. Chairman, tl1e fore
most question that 11as to be conisid
ered, and the one question that is in
volved, . in this legislation, is . whether 
tl1e alcohol . c ·liquors sl1all ·or shall 
not be sold as, a beverage. Tl1e Pro
l1ibiition Act has been in force for the 
past seven years . and 11as be2n de
bated and amendments have been sug
gested from time to· time. In 1921, 
tw·o ye,ar:s ago, under the Squires' 
admdnistratio·n an enquiry was insti- · 
tuted into the act. A committee was 
formed , of which S r William Lloyd· 
was Chairman, Rev. Do·ctor Jones, 
Rev. Dr. Levi Curtis, Mr. Grimes and 
others were members. Tl1e comn1it
tee brought ju a repo,rt. I am not go,
ing to trouble t11e H·ouse by reading 
that report which consists of ten or 
fifteen pages of typ·ewr:itten matter. 
The . result o,f the Commi1ssion was 
that tl1ey recommended tl1at liqt1ors 
be sold as a beverage. They recogniz
ed that the law c,ould not be carr ed 

_,,) • I ' 

positior1 tl1at · Ji_quors in small q:ua11-
~- I I ! 

ti ties should · . be · . permitted to be 
' ' 

bought by every 11ouseholder. This . 
repo,rt came before the· Government 

' 
an.d ~as never acted upon by tl1em. 
rf·emperance people . disap-proved . Of . it 
because tl1ey . thought that liquor 
sl1ould not be sold as a beverage. The 
Government d.isappro,ved of it I sup
pose because they thought that they 
would not get sufficient liquor revenue 
under the amended act. The act re-

. mains that the recommendations of this . 
Committee were pidgeon ho,led, witl1 · 
the consent of tl1e temperance peo
ple and tl10 non-temperance people. 

Prohibitio,11 was allowed · to go on 
i11 tl1e same farsical way as before, 
making us a laughing stock and a 
disgrace in tl1e face of the en tire 
world. I am not goi1ng to detain tl1e 
House this afternoon with a very long 
address on prohibition ·Or anti-prohib
ition but I mean to put myself and 
111y Government right with tl1is House, 
as far as it is possible, on the· attitude 
it 11as adopted · n this proposition. I 
took the p1o·sition in my manifesto 
that tl1e Prohibitio·n Act was impos
sible and c-ould not be carried out 
and I stated that definitely in the 
i11anjfe·sto. I said I was not going to 
11nve <:1 plebesc1 te but declared for a 
poli,cy in favo1r of a repeal of the Pro,
l1il1itic11 Act. We cannot repeal the 
.A.ct witl10,ut putting something in its 
place. We had to 11ave some alter
natjvc measure. We promised to· give 
tl1e p1eople an opportunity to come 
befo·re :;t commission to express tl1e r · · 
vjo,v1s. That 11as been don8. A co1n-
1ni1ttee composed of me1nbers o.f botl1 
sides of both Ho·uses jnvited tl1e peo
pe to con1e before it and if we remain
ed in session for three weeks or three 
months we wo·uld not have got any 
more evi· dence1 than we have got. We 

. 
11ave got the 01pinions of four Attorn8y 
Generals who say tl1at it is imposs.ibl r~ 

to carry the law out. In 1919 Mr. 
o·ut al}.q they l)r9µght forward the pro- M·orine., .. a strong prohibitionist. 
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thought that the law could be carried 
out. He now says it is impo·ssible. He 
took one act on to attempt to carry 
it out. He sent a man-of-war down 
to the Distr.ict which I rep.resent anJ. 
arrested men for mo·onshining. What 
happened? The next Government 
came in and the men were allowed 
to go and given carte blanche and a 
promise o.f not being prosecuted a11d I 
suppose that the moonshining i.3 gc,
ing on there ever since. Mr. Warren 
the late Attorney General told n1e 
that last year he received 1i rP.port 
from a certa: n District tl1at 1noon
sh.ining was going on. A clergyman 
sent in the complaint and as!re(l that 
a prosecution be p·rocee.ded 1}lith. lVIr . 
Waren acted• on it and sent ·(10·'\-Vn two 
P·Olicemen to inve•stigate. W11at hap . 
pe·ned in that cas.e? 

The clergyman c.hanged his min.d. 
In the fir.st place in making the co·m
pla.int he said that the man wa.s mak
ing the moonsh·ine· a.nd feeding it to 
11is children before they went to 
scl1ool in the morning. When the 
police. went down, the clergyman 
said; he found that the man was a 
lloor man with a family dep·endent 
on him and refused to give evidence 
• 
and so in the absence of any evid-
ence the police had to come a way 
again. I suppose· that the moonshin
ing is going on as before and whether 
the man is still feeding the stuff to 
his children before· breakfast, or not, 
I do not know. But gentle:men I 
say that before Prohibitio·n we never 
heard of moonshining. We did not 
have such a great lot of smuggling as 
we have now. There may have been 
a little on the South and West Coasts 
but not near:ly so· much as tl1ere is 
now. No·w smuggling is the pra.ctice 
,all over the country. L.iquor is bejng 
brought ·in everywhere. In my opin
ion .smuggling 'is even less harmful 
than moonshining. Only last night I 
·\.vas co:ming up from Water Street in 
tl1e car. While I was on it two men 
got on who were absolutely drugg·ed, 

net with ordinary ,liquor but with 

moonshine or some other kind of 
concoction of that sort. Now gentle-
1nen whilst we cannot hope to abolish 
drunkenness completely we can hope to 
reduce it to the greatest possible ex
tent and the act with which we ho·pe 
to do it is one which the 
Government can justly feel proud of. 
I know that tl1is w·ill be cal:led a 
reactionary measure. It will be said 
that from total pro·hibition we are 
going to be able to drink all we wish. 
011 the contrary gentlemen, we are 
going to have le.ss drinking and 
dru11kenness than ever we had before. 
We are bringing an act before tl1e 
IIouse a.nd we are going to see that it 
is carried out for it is up to the Gov
ernment that intr·oduces such a l•ill to 
see that it is carried out. If the Act 
is not enforced and thing.s are allow
ed to run as befo·re the cond'ition will 
be as bad 'as befo·re. But under tl1is 
act a man who is guilty of a breacl1 
of it will be arrested and any 
n1an for instance who buys a bottle 
of spirits and then takes it down to a 
\\rl1arf and drinks it witl1 three or 
four others wil:l also be arrested a11d 
11ot only will he be arrested a11d 
come be.fore tl1e Court but the fact 
tl1at he has come ~efore the Court 
'vill be reported to· tl1e Controller's 
Department and his right to procure 
liquor will be cancelled for six 
1r1onth.s. If anybody else tl1en pur
chases liquor for that man who has 
lost his right to purchase liquor tl1e 
same punishme11t will be meeted out 
to 11i1n. Now, gentlemen, tl1e Govern-
1nent having brought th'is bill befo·re 
the House to-day is perfectly satisfied 
that it is the best measure that ca11 
be brought before the country. 011e 
class that came before the commi:s
sion the other day was comp·osed of 
tho.se who wapted absolute p·rohibi
tion. I can only say that they were 
asking what was absolutely impos
sible.. The other class that came 
llefore us were those who a.dvocated 
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that we, proceed .slo·wly. They d1id 
not want the measure rushed through 
the House this session thus wanting 
to give everybody a cha.nee to consid
er the bi:ll. Well I think that the 
ti1ne that we devoted to the hearing 
of the· evidence was ju.st as far • reaching in results as if we had sat 
for three months. We could not have 
improved this · measure which we 
bring be.fore the Ho.use by any fur
ther delay. We would receive a gre·at 
i1umber of p·etittons I have no doubt. 
I have received numerou.s telegrams 
already, but none of them, like the 
spe·akers from the Opposition side of · 
the House, ·have suggested any 
improvement to the bill; they want to 
11e:1ve the bill deferred untii:l the neixt 
session of the Legi.slature·, and they 
gi,re no· substa.nti'al reason for that 
request. Some: peo·ple a.re asking for 
a plebiscite to be taken,.. We· con
sidered that the taking of a ple·bi.scite 
"'ould not be necessary and we stated 
our intent'io·n to re1p·eal the act with 
out taking a, .Plebiscite and the coun
try returned us with a. mandate to go 
ahead and do it. Nothing could be 
inore, distinct than our st,atement in 
this connection. 

We said that we were going to a:lter . 
the law. We said that the prohibi
tion act had to be repealed because 
it was not found to be· workable a.nd 
I say no·W that I ca.nnot: see any re·a
son why we should w·a.it until the 
next session. If we waited until the 
next se.ssion we 1night re1ce1ive . many 
petitions fro·m the v·ari'ous outports, 
b11t in any case these wo,uld not re
present the opinion.s of the peo·ple 
and the only way to get the opinion 
of the pe·ople would be to take a pleb
iscite. As I .said before we do not 
cons1ider a. p1lebiscite necessary be
ca.use 'Lf the· pro·p·osal to abolish the 
prol1ibition act were, put to the people 
of the co·untry I feel quite sure that 
the reply would be to a.boli.sh it. And 
n.ow gentle.men we1 come to the po·si
tion taken up by the members of the 

<)p·p·osition. Three members of the 
Oppo1sit!ion sat on the Commisston 
and everyo·ne of them was in favour 
of the bill and every one spoke in fav-

. our of it. They admitted that the 
pre.sent prohibition law h.ad g.ot to be 
amended and something else had to be 
put in tts pla.ce. They made no, p·lea 
,._lhile the, com,m1ission was in session, 
and the first intimatio·n of any ob
jection.s on their part that we r·e
ceived was whe.n they came into the 
House and brought in the.ir Minority 
Rep,ort. Mr. Hickman was o·f the 
op1inion that something had to be 
done. Mr. Grimes was the only per
son who suggested that we should 
move .. slowly, and w.a,it fo·r the next 
sessio·n. No one used any reasonable 
argument why we should wait. No 
one showed any ben.efit that 
coltld be . derived by w.aiting. I want 
to point out why the change shou~ld 

be made as early as p1o:sstble. It is 
the intention of this . Go·vernment to 
do some constructive work. And one 
of the things whieh we propose· do
jng is the development of the tourist 
traftlc. We want to see th.is country 
of ours entertaining tourists from 
aJl over Ameri'ca. We contend that 
\Ve have got the country to attra.ct. 
We are sure that we have the most 
excelle·nt fish1ing and many, many 

• <)ther attr·a.ctions to, bring tourists 
here we, can interest hotel compan-

• 

ies to build 34 chain of hotels through 
the country and by this means bring 
a large amount of revenue· to the 
co11ntry. Now the gent·lema.n on the 
otl1er side of the House who referred 
to the to·urist tr.affic said that it was 
pract1ically o·ver for this year., .so , that 
there, wa.s really no hurry. He 
th.ought the ne·xt session would be 
soon e·no·ugh. for the tourist traffic. 
I 'vant to point out that if we want 
the tourist traffic we· have to pre
pare for it. H.otels a.re not put up 
over night., Arrangements for the 
financing o! these hotels are not 
rr1 r.tde o·verni'ght. It takes a. long time 
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to p1re·p·are for the· tourist traffic, and 
for that reason if for no other we want 
to get the· bill through the House at 
tl1e ·earliest po,ssible date. Now with 
regard to· the· r·eque·st ror· delay so that 
!.)eople of the outp·orts may have 
time to consider the measure before 
the Ho·use, I say that any outp·ort 
can have, six months if it wants it to 
fin.d out what it wishes do·ne, because 
as so·on as this bill has gone through 
the House not a drop of liquo·r or a 
bottle of beer can g.o to any district 
t111til fifty one per cent o·f the peo·ple 
of the district have asked for it. The 
inajority of five thousand people have 
got to ask for it before they can get 
it, and if that is not a. safeguard for 
tJ1e peo:p:le of outp·orts against hav
ing liquor unless they want it then I 
do not know what else it is. It does 
11ot matter to the outp1orts what hap
pens in St. John's. With regard to 
the smuggling and moonshining I say 
that moonshining was neve·r hear·d of 
l>efore our so called prohi'bition. 

, Sn1uggl1ing was not common in most 
districts. I may say in . conclusion 

· tha.t the p·eople of the o·utports have 
every o·pportunity or prohibiting liq
'uor ·if they do not want it. T~1ey can
not get it if they do not demand it. 
With these few r·emarks I con1mend 
the bill to your consideration. 

MR. GRIMES : - I rise to oppose 
the bringing in of this Bill . at this 
ses~ion of the Legislature. I have 
listened very attentively to the Prime 
Minister while he stated t.he reasons 
why it should be brought before ~he 
House at this session and nothing 
tl1at he has said has been able to con
vince me .that the . action taken by 
the Government at the present time 
is an advisable one. He has stated 
him~elf that he ha$ rec~ived telegrams 
f~om all over the country protesting 
against having the legislation go 
through at the present time. We find 
to-:day that the Bill before the House 
is entirely differen~ from. what was 
anticipated from tl1e Manifesto of the 

Prime Minister when he promised to 

change the prohibition law. We did 
not expect that, when the Prime Min
ister said he would repeal the law, he 
"'Tas going to bring in a Bill so that 
every man could get a bottle per day 
and beer and wine . in unlimited 
quantities. There are very many dif
ferent opinions as to what is ne
cessary. I was a member of the com
mission, as the Premier said,' in re
ference to that report which was pre
sented to the House in 1921. and that 
commission took evidence fron1 all 
parts of the island- north, south, east 
and west, and we found that a large 
portion of the people. of this island 
do not consume more spirits than a 
gallon and a half yearly. The Pro
l1ibition Act provided that the use of 
spirits as a medicine should be al
lowed. It seemed to the commission 
that it would not be rigl1t in this 
case that if a man lived out in the 
country that he should be compelled 
to travel twenty or thirty miles to a 
doctor to get a script. And when we 
considered the hardship to a man of 
very limited means, such as the fish
ermen are, we reco1nmended that a 
gallon and a half of spirits should be 
clistributed in equal weekly quanti
ties or perhaps mo11thly quantities. 
A gallon and a half of spirits a y-ear 
vvould not make a drunkard of any
one. But I cannot see how in the 
present case why an opportunity 
should not be given to the people to 
decide for themselve1s how they would 
like to deal with the present situ
ation. I can agree with the Prime 
Minister that the present condition 
of affairs is bad. But the trouble was 

. , 

this, that when the plebiscite w.as 
carried in 1916 and prohibition was 
placed on the Statute . Books, public 
opinion. which was very much alive 
during the fight for prohibition, be
came inert and the consequence was 
that the co11dition of things in New
f.oundland and St. John's in particu
lar. became a disgrace. But I do not 
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th-ink that this is sufficient reason for 

this Bill to be brought into the Legis
lature at this time. The remedy for 
the present situation is not contained 
in tl1is Bill. The Prime Minister in 
his remarks ·. said that it would be the 
means of lessening drunkenness be
cause it would only permit a man to 
get a bottle a day. Now. since this 
Bill came up before the Legislature 
I procured some information on the 
condition of things as they exist in 
Canada. This Bill is modelled on the 
Quebec Act, and in Quebec the con
ditions which exist to-day are those 
wl1ich I predict will be the case in 
Newfoundland. Well, what is the 
condition of affairs in Quebec? A 
newspaper that supported the Tach
ereau Government said the other day 
in an editorial that the condition 
of things in Montreal were never 
worse. The cabarets are a disgrace 
to the country. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
We have no cabarets in St. John's. 

MR. GRIMES:-W'e are getting 
very modern in these days. and we 
are likely to have it here the next 
time. This not only applies to Quebec 
but to many other places where 
liqt1ors have been sold. ....\nd I have 
right here wl1at Cardinal Begin has 
said on the question. 

Cardinal Begin has said that the 
conditions are entirely different from 
what is being represented to us here. 
I · am referring to statements made 
witl1 regard to moonshining. If the 
Bill had been carried out there would 
have been less wet places than at the 
present day. You know what a vig
orous fight has been fought for the 
views of the temperance people. Af-
ter about one or 
they had almost 
alas~ there is now 

two years' work 
conquered. But. 
spreading every-

\vl1ere an intolerable abuse which is 
in ore ha.rmful than ·any other form 
of liquor to both the body and the 
soul. He did not make a statement 

, 

without knowing what conditions pre.
vailed. And because he knew these 
conditions he took this stand. Not 
only in Quebec, but if you go to ·van
couver you will find there that the 
men are very strong in opposition 
now to tl1e Government sale of liq
uors. They say over there that the 
clubs are a disgrace to the city of 
Vancouver. They are used as boot
legging establishments, and the chief 
of police says that there are 125 in 
the city of Vancouver alone. And do 
wl1at they can in the way of fines, 
they are only too glad to pay fines. 
Get such a revenue as if there was 
no law on the Statute Book at all. 
That is the condition of things that 
prevails in Vancouver. You say that 
the free sale of liquor will stop 
moonshining. If you went across to 
Ireland, where the.y have a saloon 
for every 400 inhabitants, the condi
tions are the same as in British Co-
1 um bia and Quebec. The same evil 
exists there. Illicit liquors turned 
out in places where they get all the 
liquor they want. Still going on larg
er than ever in the history of the 
island; only repeating the same thing 
as is going on in British Columbia, 
and then to say that because. we were 
going to have a greater sale of spirits 
that we are going to lessen the use 
of moonshine. After the. experience 
of these places it is only blinding 
ourselves to the facts. Now the Prime 
Minister went on to say that ever 
since Adam and E·ve were in the gar
den, and they started prohibiting 
things, we have been in trouble. I 
think they were very happy until they 
disobeyed the law, and when they 
disobeyed the law all the trouble 
came. And it is because we disobey
ed the law that all the evils that we 
have to-day exist. I would like to 
know if we should prohibit stealing 
i11 the country to-day. If you think 
it is 'vrong to prohibit things why 
not remove the statute law with re
gard to stealing. I don't .think our 

• 
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homes our families or our business 
would be safe if stealing should not 
be punished. The same thing applies 
with regard to the excessive use of 
i11toxicating liquors. 

Now, I have a statement here with 
regard to Quebec. Here is the con
dition that exists in Quebec to day. 
Last year one-third of the crimes of 
the Don1inion of Canada occurred in 
Quebec, several firms were com
pelled to discharge at the. rate of 12 
men a day 011 account of intorication. 
The workingman '.became d~isgu'st~d 
a11d many of them migrated from wet 
Quebec to dry United States. The 
fu-nded debt of Quebec is increasing. 
It is said that if we. bring in this Bill 
we will get an increased . revenue. 
With the getting of an ncreased re
venue we wll also get an increased 
expenditure. The figures will show 
that. 

Now, with reference to British Co
lumbia. It was said tl1at the price of 
moderate drinking would soon wipe 
out the public debt. But it has more 
tl1an doubled in three years. In 1920 
it was $30·,631,000. In 1921, $54,-
000,000; in 1922, $64,000,000, and in 
1923, $68,000,000, with Govt. sale 
of liquors. The point is, it was go
ing to lessen the debL It has been 
increasing all the same. But they 
don't want to go back under prohibi
tion. Not so far as those concerned 
find it very easy to find excuses. 

For every $10 spent on liquor in 
Quebec there was only $1 coming back 
for the revenue. In Saskatchewan it .is 
much the same. S•o much money was 
spent o·n liquor that the retail groceries 
have petitioned for putting througl1 a 
Bill claiming that they were · inter
fering with the other business of the 
country. That same thing is going 
to happen in Newfoundland. It only 
stands to reason, if you have a mil
lion more spent on liquor than there 
is to-day, that is going to be taken 
from the grocer and the dry goods 
mar1. It is the people who are living 

on small incomes that · suffer. They 
'vill be taking it from their little 
children and their wives. They ought 
to receive the greatest consideration 
of this House. Can they afford to 
spend increased amounts? Can they 
afford to deny tl1em the educati()n 
that they sl1ould get? They are taken 
a way from school at an early age. 
we cannot afford to run risks 
after the experience of Quebec and 
British Columbia. That is why I ask 
that legislation be deferred so that 
we could have information as to con
ditions that exist in other places. I 
venture to say that when they would 
get other information they would 
hesitate to pass this Bill. I submit 
that the. best way to tell is to refer it 
back to the people. Get the people 
to decide whether they want the Bill 
or not. You have no right to do it. It is 
true, as the Prime Minister says, that 
he got a mandate to do it. I sayitwasin 
his man if es to. Whether it was dis
cussed or not I doubt it very much. 
It might have been in St. John's and 
in isolated cases in the outports. It 
was never discussed in Twillingate. 
I doubt whether in Ferryland or ·On the 
West Coast you said were going to re
peal the Prohibition Act. They do not 

• 

interpret for the whole island. It is 
only fair to give an opportunity to 
everyone to express then1selves on 
this question and two-thirds have not 
been given an opportunity. He said 
that he would give an opportunity for 
the representatives to be. 11eard, and 
the only representatives that have 
been heard are those in St. John's and 
one in from Carbonear. Is that fair? 
Do you say that St. John's and one 
man from the outports represent all 
the people of Newfoundland? You 
have made a flagrant breach of trust. 
People have been deceived by it. If 
you are determined to push this Bill 
tl1rough1 and I say that you have no 
business to put through legislation 
of this kind until the people are giv
en an opportunity to discuss it very 
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carefully, give them plenty of time 

to decide. If they decide for prohi

bition put it on the Statute. Book. If 

you do that you will have done fairly 
by the people. Other\vise, if you de
ceive the people, the conseque·nces 
\\Till be yours. 

MR. WARREN:-Any mention of 
liquor or rllm seems-but not u11i
versally-to imply that there is some
thing immoral about it and therefore 
it is with a certain amount of temer
ity that I get up to give the reason 
for signing the report of the Com
mittee to which I belong. I have yet 
to hear, Sir, a sound argument 
against this Bill. I have listened to 
many arguments in favor of prohibi
tion and many sound arguments in 
favor of temperance. We are not 
discussing temperance or prohibition. 
We are here to discuss this Bill a11d 
later on I propose to go more fully 
into that. As far as I am concerned 
it is no use to come to me with ar
g11ments in favor of prohibition or 
temperance. I have my own views 
and all I am concerned with is whe
ther the Bill meets with the approval 
of those who put us here. The ma
jority and not the · minority. The 
Prime Minister in the course of his 
remarks referred to the statements 
I made to 11im. That happened while 
I was Minister of Justice. I heard a 
lot about the law not beirtg enforced. 
It could not be enforced. Consider the 
pyschology of the matter and you 
will find why it is not enforced. 
Compare the points of the prol1ibition 
law with those of the ordinary crim
inal law. Compare this with the 
other criminal laws. If any man 
steals from me or assaults me or 
libels or slanders me I appeal to the 
criminal law for vindication or the 
punishment of the · individual. And 
my make-up is such and the make-up 
of every man is such, that having 
been injured, a wrong having been 
done him ,he appeals to the criminal 

courts and the person is punished. 
What hapepns under the Prohibition 
Law. If you drink or some body 
drinks it does not matter to me. I 
am not injured or wronged. It is not 
tl1e same as if anyone assaulted me. 
In the ordinary course I am not go
ing to worry about it. Why should I 
punish him, lie has not injured me. 
There are people who make it their 
business at certain times to loo}{ 
after that person. But those people 
who do that at certain· times do not 
keep it up long. The instance that tl1e 
Prime Minister q notes goes to show 
that. Complaints were sent into the 
Department of Justice that children 
going to school were drinking moon
shine and had to be taken out of 
school drunk. They sent policeme11 
down there. They we11t to the gen
tleman who sent in the complaint 
and he said "No." He did i1ot want 
to proceed any further. I suppose 
he thought that if he proceeded 
against the man he would probably 
have to look after his family so he 
decided not to do it. If the Dept. that 
had to do with enforcing the law 
cannot get the help of the people, it 
is just as well to wipe out the law 
altogether. 

My friend on my left, Mr .. Grimes, 
was q noting from various pamphlets 
and papers to prove to this House 
how detrimental to the ~eighbouring 
provinces of Canada has been the 
introducti.on of a modified prohibition 
law i11 Quebec. And I am afraid that 

' 

the facts we know of do not fall in 
with the statements he has read. Up 
to a few years ago we find Canada 
wet. Then it becomes dry, carried 
away by the prohibition fever that 
was rife at the time. But the pro
vince of Quebec which is regarded 
as the most conservative province in 
Canada, decided that they would (lo 
away the open saloon but not inter
fere with the liberty of the indivi
dual. Now at that time every other 
province was dry. Quebec had this 
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modified law. What happened? After 
the people had seen what was hap
pening in Quebec the other provinces 
decided to try the same law. First 
British Columbia had it modified af
ter a plebiscite. Then Manitoba. 
And as I said earlier in the session, 
the provinces of Alberta and Sask
atchewan were the most rampant 
prohibitionists in the whole of Canada. 
After the neighbouring provinces had 
modified their law, Alberta, which 
had carried prohibition by a treme11-
dous majority, went wet again. Quite 
recently Saskatchewan went wet too. 
If the Province of British Columbia 
or Q11ebec was the sink-hole of in
iquity which Mr. Grimes said it is, if 
these have retrogressed under the 
prohibition law, why is it that sensi
ble people living next door vote for 
tl1e same law. Alberta and Saskatche
wan know m·ore than we do 3 thous
and miles away. If they are in such 
a bad state on account of modified 
ten1perance the facts don't bear out 
the -statements. I am sure that the 
majority of those are prohibitionists 
wl10 voted and they have all turned 
tl1e other way. Now, Sir, that would 
be an answer to some of the argu
ments 

It may be asked why do I hold to 
this Bill, and why do I support it? 
The reason is that it provides the 
finest plebiscite that we ever had on 
the liquor question. If the Royal 
Assent is given to this Bill to-morrow 

' 
I cannot get a drop of liquor until 
tl1e majority of the people say that 
they want it; in so far as the major
ity of the people ask for it they can 
now have it. With the exception of 
St. John's, not a s'ingle man can get 
a drop of liquor in any place unless 
the majority in that place say they 
want it, and they will then be given 
a cl1ance to obtain same in that par
ticular place. I say to those members 
of the House and those ardent tem
perance workers who say not to pass 
the Act, that they should go to , the 

people and · get a majority to support 
their opposition to the Bill, and main
tai11 same. I say to them who are 
ag·ainst it, tl1at it is their duty now 
to persuade the majority outside this 
House. I say . quite honestly, that _ so 
far I have not heard one sound or 
convincing argument against the Bill. 

I do not feel that I am doing any
tl1ing wrong in giving my support to 
this Bill ,nor do I feel that I am do
ing any other person wrong or harm 
by supporting it. I can support this 
Bill quite conscientiously, without in 
the least feeling any prick of con
scie11ce for my actions. 

MR. ASHBOURNE-.Mr. Chairman: .... " ' 

It is quite evident that the Govern-
ment have made up their minds to go 
on with, and put this Bill through. I 
am very pleased that so many ladies 
are present this afternoon, and I be
lieve Mr. Chairman that if the ladies 
had the vote we would not be consid
ing t}lis Bill at the present time. I 
take this opportunity to say that I 
hope i,t will not be long before this 
country will get into line with the 
other Dominions, by giving the ladies 
the right to vote. I represent an out
port district, and I say that the out
ports have not had any opp·ortunity 
to consider this Bill. It has ·been said 
by the Prime Minister that the out
port men cannot secure a bottle of 
liquor unless a majority of over fifty 
per cent. of the people v·ote for it. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER~ 
' 

They can come to St. John's and get 
it, t .ut they cannot get -it in the out
ports without the majority from par
ticular outports ask for it. 

MR. ASHBOURNE-I feel pretty 
sure that the country is aroused ,at 
the present time against this measure, 
and I say that if the Government put 
this Bill in force, that at a very early 
day the people will want a vote to be 
taken on it. If this Bill goes through 
I have no doubt whatever, but that 
within a very short time the majority 
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of the voters in the country will be 
seeking its repeal. 

They say that the Act cannot be 
, enforced. I ask have we not a depart
.ment that should see that not only 
should one law be carried out, but ev
ery law that goes upon the Statute 
Book. I do not think for one moment 
that the Department of Justice has 
done its duty in trying to enforce the 
Prohit~ition Law which we have on the 
Statute Book already. 

Evidently the Government has con
sidered that the time is come when 
liquor should l:e sold as a beverage. I 
said yesterday that I was not in fav
,our of this Bill, and I spoke accord
ingly, but I do not see anything in the 
press about it. I said that I was not 
in favour of the measure, and that I 
could not ·support it. I also said and 
I repeat the same now that as the peo
ple voted for th~ Prohibition Act 
which we now have on the Statute 
Book, they should be given the right, 
to repeal same if they think it neces
sary to be repealed. 

As I sa.id yesterday I am in favour 
of dry legislation. I hope that I am 
consistent in this as well. I have seen 
the disastrous effects of alcohol upon 
people who have imbibed too freely. I 
am sorry to hear Mr. Monroe say that 
it is impossil1le for the Act as it stands 
at present to be carried out, but I say 
that what is impossible to some peo
ple, is not impossible to others. Now 
there are several sections to ·this Bill, 
and I intend to speak about them as 
we go along. With regard to tourist 
hotels,- ! understand that a license 
cannot be granted to any place out 
side of St. John's except the majority 
of the people in that particular place 
have voted for it. I would now ask 
the Minister of Justice if a license can 
be granted to a hotel, or a tourists 
hotel which may be situated in a place 
where a majority of the people in that 
place have not asked for it? . 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 

·- Tourists H.otels are separately men
toined in the Bill. I take it that they 
would not be allowed licenses in 
places such as you referred to. · In 
fact they would not be allowed to op
e·ra.te, or obtain licenses. 

MR. ASHBOURNE- With regard to 
wines and beers, the Act says that 
those can be sold on trains and steam
ers. I really think that that is going 
too far. I am afraid that it will result 
in a good inany abuses, and I have no 
doubt that people who sell wines and 
t-eers will also sell alcoholic liquors. 
As I said before I am in favour of bone 
dry legislation, and if we cannot get 
bone dry legislation, then let us have 
it as dry as we can. 

( 

With regard to Quebec, in spite of 
what has been said here I have had 
my eyes opened to the conditions ex
i.sting there. If this Bill goes through 
I feel certain Mr. Chairman, that it 
will be necessary to make new ap
pointments in the Civil Service. You 
will have to get people to operate this 
system, than you now have at the Con
trollers Department, and that of 

• • course will mean . an increase in ex-
penditure. 

The mover of. the reply to the Speech 
from the Throne commented upon the 
Prime Minister's fairness by not hav
ing the Bye-Election in Bonavista Bay 
until the Autumn, so as to give all 
the people in that district a chance to 
vote, and I submit Mr. Chairman, that 
the same thing should apply to this 
question. At the present time the 
majority of our people are a way from 
their homes, either fishing or engaged 
at other labours, our churches are 
practically empty and therefore -this 
matter should be deferred until the 
people are at home and have a chance 
to express their opinions upon the 
matter, and cast their votes according 
to their convictions and opinions .. 

With regard to Moonshine, people 
say that it costs more to make a bot
tle of Moonshine than it does to buy 
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a tiottle of spirits, now I do not know 
aboout that but I fail to see how this 
Bill is going to prevent people from 
making Moonshine. I intended to 
speak on each section of this Bill as 
it was read, liut as the Bill is so lengh
ty it seems almost impossible. 

With regard to Penalties, I under
stand that the penalties have been 
changed since the Bill went to the 
Commitee. I think that the penalty 
Clause is a good one. To-day we find 
that in the case of people who ·are 
l irought before the Magistrates the 
fines are not very large, and I wonder 
Mr. Chairman . whether or not that 
counts for the laxity of the law, or 
the laxity which is so evident in the 
enforcement of the law. I am yet to 
be convinced that the Prohibition Law 
cannot be enforced better than it is 
to-day. It reminds me of British Col
umbia; we are told that British Col
umbia is the bootlegger's paradise, 
and I do not believe that this Bill is 
going to have any effect towards de
creasing smuggling. I also think that 
the Government is not going to m~ke 
any money out of this Act, and I con
sider that there will be a good many 
families who will be without the nec
essities of life in order to make the 
Government grog sh.ops do a roaring 
trade. 

As I said before I want to put my
self on record as being against this 
measure. There are things that make 
and break Governments, and I believe 
that this is one of the things, that is 
going to t)reak the present Govern
ment. · 

MR. DUFF-Mr. Chairman: I do not 
want to say very much, but I just 
want to emphasise the fact that 
yesterday, I had a telegram from Car
bonear, signed by over two hundred 
people protesting against this Bill. I 
think that the people of Carbonear are 
fairly intelligent (with the exception 
of myself). I have been asked by those 
people to announce that they were 

particularly asking for a delay of this 
measure. 

I may also say now as I said yester
day that Moonshining will go on in 
the same way as it did before. This 
is supposed to be a Prohibition coun
try, but we all know ·that it is not. The 
\Vhole trouble is that we have a law, 
and no one seems to lather about en
forcing it or seeing that it is carried 
out. I say now as I have often said 
before that when the Prohibition Law 
went into force it was too drastic to 
le properly carried out. I am in fav
our of some amendment to the Pro
hibition Law, but · this Bill is not an 
amendment, it is a repeal of the Act. 
I am opposed also to such hasty ac
tions as is being . adopted at the pre
sent time, and I must offer my most 

• 
earnest and strong protect against 
this measure. 

Now, as I said before, I got ·that 
telegram yesterday, but there was no 
comment on it in the Daily News to
day. The least they might have done 
was mention the fact, but we are not 
expecting anything along those lines 
from that source, and we have to go 
elsewhere to get · our statements pub
lished. 

Another matter that I would like to 
mention is that I am reported here as 
saying that I was one of th·ose who 
fought the Prohibition Act. Well, Mr. 
Chairman, I never did, and how the 
reporters can make up these things 
as they go along, I do not know; but 
I did say that I did · not keep the Pro
hibition Act, an<:I there are quite a 
few more like me. But, I am not a 
hypocrite when I ask ·the Government 
to put off the passing · of this Bill un
til next session; and I also feel that 
the Government to-day are taking 
their lives in their hands. I am not 
what you might call a "party politic
ian" either. I feel . sure that when 
the wives and mothers of this country 
wake up to the fact that this Act is in 
force, they will consider that the Gov-
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ernment is hoisting back liquor into 
this country, and you will find that 
they have some influence. 

'Ve are told that the fishermen are 
to get a small ration of rum when 
they come in cold and sick; and we 
are also told that the fishermen drink 
all the rum on the first day of the voy
age, and when they get cold or sick 
there is no rum for them. I am posi
tive, as Mr. Grimes says that no man 
who is normal does drink rum, and 
anyhow, they are better off without it. 

MR. CAHILL:-1\!lr. Chairman, I 
'V()Uld like to take a,dvantage of this 
t>ppo·rtunity to express my a,pproval 
of the Bill now before the House; and 
at the .. same time to express my dis
app·roval of Prohib'ition ge·nerally, 
and in particular of Prohibition as ex
e1np1ified by the Prohibition Act now 
on the Statute Book in N e·wfoundland. 
¥'itl1out wisl1ing to de:lay the House, 
for a.ny lengthy perio·d and at , the 
risk of advancing arguments that are 
alre:ady fa1niliar to hon. members, I 
WC)Uld like to state briefly just a few 
J)Oints that influence my nlind in this 
manner. I consider, firstly, tl1at Pro
l1ibition is wrong in principle whe·n 
it assumes that drinking as such is 
an immoral act. Total abstinence 
from alcol1olic t everages is no part of 
'lf1orality; and the n1oderate use of 
aJcohol has been tl1e universal prac
tice, of cl1ristendom l1a,s been from 
1:J~1e exa.mple of the Divine founder 
and of tl1e Apostles down through all 
the ages to the present day. 

.t\gain I clain1 tl1at absolute Pro-
11ibition is subv·ersive of true democ
racy. Because I do not indulge my
self, I 11ave no right to prohibit my 
i1ext-door neigl1bour from the legiti-
111ate and temperate use of alcol101l'ic 
t'everage. Then again I claim that 
absolute prohibition is founded on a 
cleception and an untruth, in that it 
assumes a.nd ta.kes for granted that 
alco11olic liquors are medicines, which 
they emphatically are not1 instead of 

lJeing beverages which they em
l)l1atically are. 

All these arguments, applying to 
"flrohipition generally, would ap.ply 
equally provided the Prohibition Act 
could be enforced but the sad part of 
it ·is that it cannot be enforced. It 
cannot be, and it __should never 
11a.ve been passed because it is funda
mentally wrong. 

Everybody must recognize that 
1>rol1ibition is its own greatest enemy 
and paradoxical though it may seem, 
it is a fact that the minute an absolute 
Proh1ibition Law is put on . the Statute 
I:Jook, then ,the de,ath knell of Pro
l1ibition is sounded. The pe,ople dis
cover the iniquity of tl1e Act, and 
the fact that it c.annot be enforced, 
and the other evils that follow in its 
train- its general unfairness- and 
they change tl1eir minds and repeal 
tl1e Act. 

Another objection wh.ich I have 
ag.ai11st the Pro.hibition Act is the 
fact, which follows as a natura.l con
Requence from the fact that it can-
11ot be enforced, 'is that it does not 
really prohibit. I am quite, of the 
opinion tl1at under the Prohibition 
Act in Newfoundland, . f o·r instance, 
jlist as much "hard" liquor has been 
consu1ned year by year as there was 
Jlrevious to Prohibition. I rece·ntly 
read a.n article in a high class Ameri
can pe,riodical which amply bears me 
C)U t 'in this opinion. In the United 
States of Amer'ica :rn 1917 something 
like one hundre1d and seventy mil
lion gallons of what are known a~ 

"hard liquors" were consumed in 
_i\111erica, and tl1is was topped off witl1 
<)Ver two billio11 gallons of beer. In 
1923 after five years of enforced 

' tc111p·erance, the American Publ'ic 
co11sumed abo11t two· hundr~d mil
lio11 ga:llons of hard liquors, or an 
, .. xcess of thirty million gallons over 
the pre.-war peri'od. At the same time, 

I 

11owever, · the comsumption of beers 
dropped to less than one billion gal
lons, so that you see Prohibit'ion re--
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forming tl1e drinkers of . beer and 
'vines into drinkers of hard liquors; 
which is not a very desirable state of 
a ff airs. Wl1ilst I a,m on this p·oint, · 
I 'vish to say that I co·nsider one of 
the1 fav·our.a.ble points of the preseint 
bill is that it loosens up somewl1at 
the sale of light beers and wines, a.nd 
I am quite confident that the com
J)aratively e·asy access to light be·ers 
and w1ines will ha.ve the result of a 
reduction in the comsumption of th~ 
11arder liquors. I think, by the way, 
that that Statement of what ha.s hap
pene·d in America is some answer to 
t11e rema.rks of Mr. Grimes wtth re.
gard to Quebec. I have no fig~res 

with regard to Quebec, but I have 
what after all perhaps counts a lot 

' 
i11bre-personal experience. I sp·ent 
about a we·ek in the _c1ity of Montr·eal 
last summer, a.nd I vislted a number 
of places there. Ap:parently I did not 
run across any of these cabarets that 
t11e ·Hon. ine·mber has referred to, but 
'vhen t was in the City·, I did not see 
any sign of intoxication. I did not 
see a drunken m.an in Montreal for 
tl1e wee·k or more that I was there . 
... .\nd Montreal was pretty well crowd
ed at that t1ime. The hotel where· I 
stayed was crammed with American 
visitors. I saw them drinking beer 
l1appy .a.nd contented ,but no man was 
intoxicated. 

Another obje·ction . whi'ch I have to 
tl1e present Pro·hibition Act is that, 
wl1ilst it does not do very much to
wards promoting real temperance, it 
cloes bring . even greater evils in its 
train. There is no need to particul-.. . 

arize ·these. evils, but they would in-
clude smuggling, rum running, il
legal manuf.acture, graft, fraud and . 
hyp1ocrisy, and . a general disrespect 
for all laws. 
· Now, Mr. Chairman, the Honour
able, Gentlemen will perhaps b~ar 

with me at th·is stage if I try to make 
my position c:lear. Whilst I am op
posed. to the Prohibition Act, I a.m .not 
anti-temperance, and it , is . , precise.Jy .. 

l>ecau.se I beli,eve that the Prohib·ition 
Act does not . promote temp·erance, 
and that this Act :.will go very much 
!'urther towards p·romoting. . temper-

. ' . ' 

a~1ce and I dis a vow the: .. form.er , ~nd 
support the latter. . . 

Tl1r;re are many arguments tl1at 
can be brougl1t forward in fav·or ·.of: 
tl1e present Bill, l)ut o.f these the •Jne . ; 
that appeals to me most is its abEn- .:: 
lute fa. rness. The ProhibitioJ1 . Act · 
is not like this. Its unfairness is evi-. 
clent. Tl1e . fact is that distir1ctions 
'vere inade so tl1at certain cli::ISdes 
co·uld get pretty well all the liquor 
they wanted, whe.reas tl1e pt>Ot ma11 
had to go through all the tires(11ne 
formaliities to get a bottle. 'l,be pres
ent act is not of that k nd. It is fair 
to all classes; everybody is treated 
absolutely ali1ke . . . 

HON. PRIME MINISTER-A square 
deal to all. 

MR. CAHII,,I_J-A square de!:il to ci 11 
in tl1is as in other inatters. :\11(Jtl1er 
i111porta.nt point is tl1at this Act can. 
a11d will be enforced strictly atl(l im
partially, and tl1i,s being do,ne, ,v, II 
be a great benefit to tl1e cor11munity .. 
Now, I listened carefully to tl1e re
lTtarks of tl10 me1nbers of the Oppos
i1tion in support of their argun1ents 
yesterday, and tl1is afternoo11 to tl1e 
speeches of Mr. Grimes ancl Mr. Ash
bo1urne, and it seem:s to m~ tl1at, ottt
side of Mr. Grimes and Mr. P .... sJ1l)()Urne, 
aJl the members of tl1e Oppo :~iti<)n rtre 
qu·· te opposed to the presPnt Prol1ib
ition Act, and in favor of tl1e J)resent 
B.ill; the only thing th0y a.sl{_ for iR 
delay, 01n the ground tl11t tl1ey wa_nt 
to get tl1e opinion of tl1e r:.?;"eneral p11b

lic. I agree witl1 tl1e Prime 1\finister 
that we 11a.ve pu·blic sentim 0 nt abso .... 
lutely behind us ··n this ·s.!Il. Tt ap
peared in the Manifesto· of the Party 
that if tl1is Government were r8turn
ed to power, tJ10. Prol1ibiti nn Bil 1 
wo111d be amended. Tl1e pul1~ .ic kn.0,v 
this and vot0d for us, an<l vve know 
that they are quite prepared to ac--
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cept the ame11dme11t tl1at t. l1e Gov- Pr h'i- ·t· I r t I t 1 o i u ! i. c r! . co !1 g a u a e t . 11 · i n <) n 
ernment are bringing .in 
spoke of the n1atter in my 

no,v. I 
(! strict of 

Harbour Main from fl"frcry p!<ltfcJr111, 
and I 11ave i10 hesitation i11 saying 
that I know tl1e p11blic sr;nt.irnent in 
that district iis in t::tvor of '"he prBs
ont bill. After all I thinlt t 11at thtJ 

(}pin ons of the }[on. rne.mbers cif t1tis 
House give a very good indica-
tion of the opinion of tl1e ·~ot1ntry at 
large. I tl1ink tl1at tl1 e report of tl1e 
joi11t select com1n.ittee i:; a11c)t.l1er very 
go·od indicatio·n t.Jf l)tll>li!~ sentir11ent.. 
Clncl I an1 qu te co11:fille11t t11::tt tl1is Bill 
,v·iJ 1 absolutely 11ave pul>lic senti ·
m ')nt bel1ind it. Juat 011e ot11er -:Jb
jection was aclvanced by so1T1e of tl1e 
Oppc)sition speakers, and tl1at 'vas in 
regard to the Outpo:tts not being ~on
sulted. I think that olJjectio11 J1as 
already been la r~~·0Iy 
wl1at I have just said; 

ansv.rereti i:.1 
but. in a<ldit-

O·n, as 11as been pointe(l out, t11c~ 011t

portis under this Bill hav8 got tl18 

very best }{ind of local opti.f>rt. 1Il1iH 
Bill (l{)ep, 11ot follo,,,T th-~ prine1ple ()f 

the Pro·hibition Act aJl(l iell t11en1 tl1at 
because St. J ol1n's 11af; got a Co11trol
l Pr's Brancl1 open tl1ey lrtriist l1a,re 011e. 
Not at all; i1t sin1pl~r leaves it iJ1 tl1e 
l1ands . of a majority nf th') J)80TJ1e as 

to w11etl1er they '·"{'ar1t ,1 J)ep;1rt111ent 
of the L' q·uor Co1ntrolier ii1 tJ1ir DiE

trict or not. 

I se8 no good re~S'l~l for delay in 
c-c+-t.i11g tlJro11gl1 'vitl1 t~1i, : l3ii1. I can 
<lllite ap·prcciate tht~ fact t J1at son1e 
people may be surpris:-~cl at JJ1'()!111s.es 

ina,de by politi1cal pclrt!es bei11g taken 
serio·usly, and bro1J gl1t ]11 to effect 
promptly by thos'=) -..vbn Jnal{e them; 
but tl1e Monroe Ciovernr1' ei1t s rna k
.ing history in many "'Ta~rs. not tl1e 
least o·f whicl1 is in its sincAre a11 rl 
prompt efforts to k0ep its prorr1isefi. 

I 11ave pleasure i11 co11gra1 ltlati.ng 
tl1e Pr me Minister and t11·J Gover11-
ment for their prompt recogr1iti,)r.~ 0£ 
the promises n1:::i_de by thA!~ i11 t11eir 
Manife.sto w.itl1 regard to repeali11g 

tl1eir l1~11e~t'' a.1cl sincerity of pur
pJse; 2~d 1 11avc pleasure in accortl-
11g my entire support to the Eill now 

before the House, a11tl J do 81) i11 tl1e 
absolt1te and sincere convictio·11 t.J1at 
tl1c Bill will result in pro111otin~ te111-
perance. I since~(~ly l1elieve tl1at it 
'Tvill do far n1ore for r0;1l ten11)erance 
tl1an tl1e olcl Pro!1ib~tio11 Act, a11rl tl1at 
it W 4 11 at le as t do a "',V a.·:1 v: i t l: t 11 e e vi 1 
cons r:qtiences. grof;S sca11(lals a.ncl · 
ge11eral demoralizatio·n v1hich l13ive 
resulted from tl1e old Pr,)l1illitio11 Act. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Chairman, I 
would lil{e to place myself on record 
as against every clause of the Bill, 
especially that dealing with the sale 
on trains and passenger steamers. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-Tl1at refers only to beer and 
ligl1t wi11es-a11d that must be served 
at meals. 

MR. HALFYARD:-A man can get 
dru11k on beer as well as on liquor. 

HON. THE · MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-He would need to 11ave some 
capacity. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Is it tl1e in
tentio11 of the Government to 11a ve 
011e man as a dispenser on each 
boat? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JTJS
TICE :-No, it is 11ecessary for so:rne 
011e person to receive the permit to 
sell and then if a breach is com
plained of a11d sustai11ed on enquiry, 
he will lose the permit. He will i1ot 
be paid any special salary. For ex
ample-as was f.ormerly the case the 
Chief Steward will have charge of 
the sales and 11e will be held respon
sil,le for violations. There will not 
be any special sellers appointed. 

MR. I-IALFYARD :-Mr. Chairman, 
I 11ad i1ot inte11ded to say much 011 
tl1is matter, but I have to record my 
protest against the passing of the 
measure at the present time, and I do 
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so ~so as to be consiste11t witl1 iny 
stand i11 supporting the amendment 
to the Report of the Select Committee 
yesterday. I have not prepared my
self witl1 statistics as to the results 
of tl1e use of liquor in otl1er provin
ces as set fortl1 by Mr. Grimes who 
furnisl1ed tl1e facts as to crime in 
places wl1ere tl1e free distribution of 
liquor was tried, when it was claim
ed prol1ibition had failed. I know 
tl1at i10 law is carried out to the let
ter, a11d I think that in connection 
witl1 this, like every other, tl1ere will 
be infringements no matter how · 
strict the officials in cl1arge may be. 
My reason for not supporting this 
Bill at the present time is that the 
prol1ibition law was passed by the 
people in accordance with the condi
tio11s laid down and the enactment 
became the law of the land. If no 
more effort is made to enforce this 
tl1a11 was the case with prohibition, 
tl1e11 I fear we will shortly have to 
speak of this as we do i1ow of tl1e 
otl1er. I think it will be found diffi
cult to enforce it though tl1e law may 
be all rigl1t. At the · time tl1e matter 
of tl1e plebiscite for prohibition was 
before the House it was approved by 
b9th sides, a11d it was thought if '\Ve 
got light wines a11d beers, but otl1ers 
11eld tl1at men would make beasts of 
themselves with these just as with 
strong liquors. I suppose they spol{e 
from experie11ce, a11d the argument 
holds good to-day. Therefore by tl1is 
present Act a man can get all the 
beer and light wines he needs on 
steamers and trains-but I fear tl1at 
if 11e does not get to the first table 
he will l1a ve a considerable wait. I 
know that those who deal witl1 the 
management of tl1e railway would 
like to see restrictions on the sale of 
all drinks, as they have enough trou
ble already from the use of such, and 
I believe if they were asked tl1ey. 
would oppose any let-up in the ob
taining of liquor. The Hon. · the 
Prime Minister, in introducing tl1e 

• 

Bill said, the freer tl1e giving of 
liquor the less drunkenness and less 
smuggling, therefore I suppose peo
ple ougl1t to be allowed to sell it how 
and wl1en tl1ey will. Probably he in
te11ded to convey that tl1e less dis
tribution the less drunkenness. He 
11as also said that the law will be 
e11forced, but I would like to say 
wait and see. He has also said that 
if · a man buying a bottle takes it to . 
the wharf for consumption, he will 
be arrested. But where will that man 
go'? If he goes home his wife will 
lil{ely object, but the ordinary man is 
i1ot i11 any club to go to as he can-
11ot afford to be. I feel that whe11 
tl1is Act becomes law a11d the man 
can go to the store a11d get his bot
tle, it will be drunk under all kinds . 
of circumstances and in all kinds of 
places. And I fear tl1at he will not 
be arrest.ed either. As soon as the 
House opened, the Government cut 
out the horse police, but I fear it will 
be necessary now to increase the 
force to catch tl1ose who go drinking 
in the by-ways and hedges. There 
will be i1eed of an army or there will 
be no arrests. Anotl1er tl1ing the Hon. 
the Prime Minister said was that 
there 11ad been ample opportunity 
given to tl1ose opposed to the meas
ure to express their views, but if he 
can put through the law so hurried
ly as he is doing, it would be just as 
well to have Minute-of-Council rule. 
As a matter of fact if this thing had 
been left to the former Executive, 
tl1ey would not pass it without hav
ing deputations from those opposed 
before them, and only the11 would it 
11ave been passed subject to ratifica
tion by the Executive. No opportu;J
ity has been given to objectors to 
voice their opinions, and this is one 
of the reasons why I cannot support 
the Bill. The passage of . this meas
ure is not in keeping with the spirit 
of the Premier's Manifesto and no 
specious argument can overco.me the 
fact that time has not been given, 

• 
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even to those residing in the city, to 

co11sider the Bill. Railroading is no 
-

11ame for the manner in which this 

legislation is being put through. It 

is only the opinion of the Govern
ment and some are supporti11g jt 
against their better judgment as they 
would not like to see the administra- · 
tion broken on a Bill of this partict1-
lar kind. The Prime Minister said 
yesterday, that the fishermen needed 
rum and graphically described their 
11ardships in all kinds of . weather, 
pointing out that they ought to have 
the facilities to get it after being ex
posed to the elements. I do not sup
pose he spoke from experience, and 
I would like to discountenance tl1e 
idea tl1at a11y proper member of a 
community doe·s not know and appre
ciate the conditions under which the 
fisl1ermen work. It is not • in this 
spirit tl1at I wish to refer to the 
Prime Minister's remarks. But I 
s1leak as a fisl1erman myself, having 
fished at Ochre Pit Cove, my former 
home, and at Labrador and with my 
knowledge of most of the places 011 

the North Shore of Conception Bay, 
I say that the fishermen there harci
ly knew what liquor was, though this 
is contrary to the belief of some wl10 
think it is necessary for them. It 
is claimed that it is a stimulant, but 
tl1ere are other tl1ings that can be 
used as a substitute and will leave 
the fisherme11 in better health than 
if 11e had used the liquor. It is not 
my intention to speak of the effects 
of liquor upon 11ealth. · 

I congratulate the member for Hr. 
Main ·On the very excellent speech he 
has made with regard to the impos
sibility of .enf.orceing prohibit on on 
the prohibition people. I am sure he 
deserves the thanks of the House for 
affording us an opportunity to hear 
such an eloquent discourse, whether 
we agree with him or not. Of course 
it is not often we get anyone in this 
Hou1;3e-l am ~ujlty JP.yself-to prepare 

anything worth while, for orie to· sit 
and be pleased to listen to. 

Certain people who· are o·pposed .to 
tl1e present prol1ibition act, argue 
from different sta.ndp·oints and sa.y 
tl1at under the present law with re
gard to the importation of manufac
tured liquors, we w·ill never have a 
tourist traffic .in this country. We 
must make the country attra.ctive and 
we must have our 11otels and provide 
tl1em w. th the stimulants they require. 
Certain people in tl1e TJnited States 
and Canada- wl1at is the reason why 
they want to get a.way fro111 tl1e States 
during the hot summer. Is · it because 
they want to go somewl1ere and 11av-J 
a booze? Is that tl1e reaso·n why the 
men, women and cl1ildren try to· get 
in the country during the 11ot sum
mer months? Is it because tl1ey want 
to have a d.ifferent kind of 1sti1nulant? 
It s to get away from tl1e dust of this 
city. And at present tl1at is t11e cl1ief 
reason wl1y people from tl1e cities of 
the United States try to get a way. 
Our climate has been so much adver- " 
tiised, and C·Orrectly so, that it is like 
go·ing to the Garden of Eden to co·me 
down 11ere and breathe the air. They 
don't want to be dr .. nking stimulants. 
If y~u are depending ' up·o·n tl1at kind 

·of tourist, tl1e man who will not com~ 
here unless 11e is provided witl1 spirit
uous liquors, then I think the tourifjt 
traffic is go·ing to be very small. We 
may attract more· people. espe~i;:illv 

th101se accusto·med t.o rlrin k n~ b"'"'r 
and wine at their ineals, because tl1A 
United States is dry. Tl1ere cire twn 
s.ides to every story and every· propos
ition and every argument anfl ~innp 

we are carried away 'vjtl1 tl1e io8~ 

that if we do attract a to11rist tra.ffi0. 
the results w'ill be advantae:An11s. T 

have often seen that when we p11t. 

these proposit · ons jn actua I perf orrn - · 
ance we are sadly disetnP·O·intPrl · ;\ n ·l 

I believe that if that .is the on l~r t11ir,..,. 

upo,n :the granting o.f licenseR to 1,.,_ 

tels,the results wi'll not he eo1Jal tn 
the a.nticipation · We may have 11a1i 
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the best of intentions but we find that 

as these things are be ng enfc)rced, re

sults will be· altogether different. l 
am not finding fault with anyone. I 
am o·nly vo.icing an opinion. I don't 
want to delay the question. 

I don't think it is advisable th~t 

w'ines and beers sh.ould be sold 011 
passenger steamers and tl1e Min ster 
of Ju:stice interjected a remark at tl1at 

- time in reply to· Mr. Asl1bourne, as to 
'vl10 sl1ould sell liql1ors on tl1e trains, 
that they 11ad men on the trains wl10 
'vere paid and tl1at tl1ere 'vere certain 
m0n who were connected witl1 tl1e 
railway paid too 11igl1 a ~alary. l 
d(1n't think yo1u have any offi.c~~ ai1.s 
that are to.o h, gl1ly pajd. I t11ink tha.t 
if any rr1an outside Newfoundland had 
managed t11e railway during the past 
two or three 1nonths, if it 11ad been 
any o·ne from Nova Scotia, or any 
part of Canada or even from Irelancl. 
that man would have been eulogiseil 
and he could not be paid tco · l1igh ;\ 
salary. But because we 11ave New
foundlanders tip there who spen(l 
their life in rai·lway nlaters. Rnd who 
have b~en studying the mntter fro111 
their hearts and wl10 have tJ1e exper
. en ce of n1en from Canada n n rl other 
places there is no show for him al
though the country has such a splen
did showing which everylody should 
eulogise. They should try to speak of 
the railway as a paying propos
ition. And tl1e rail way wn s 11 e'l~er in 
n brtter pos·ition than it iR tn-rlay. I 
~ . n1 on ll1e subject of rajJwav matters. . ' 

Brought up by no less a perso11 tl1nn 
tl1e M nister of Justice 11i1ns •Jf. Vf o. 

are working under suspe11decl rule.s. 
W'ell, Mr. CJ1airman. jn connec
i1on w·ith t11e i:;ale of ]jq1lnrs:. 'vine~. 

and beers o·n the, railway I don't 
tl1ink tha.t we should put a clause in 
this Act tl1at would interfere w'ith 
t11e management of the railway. I 
fear that the 'intro·duction of the 
n1easure1 for free di.sp·osition w-il1l 
cause . endless trouble. We have 

trouble enough pow . . People will 
get liquor whether illeg.al:ly or not. 
And as has been said drunken persons 
are in no proper condition to perform 
work and tl1e safety of life and pro
perty depends upon those in charge. 
We sh·ould be very careful not to do 
anything that would cause any less 
safeguards for life a11d property in the 
transportation over trains and the 
same applies to steamers. I want to 
put myself on record as being oppos
ed to V·Oting for any clause of this Bill 
at this sitting of the Legislature. 

The Government app·a.rently have 
111ade up their minds to put this Bill 
tl1rough and anything that I could 
sa.y could have no· effect. Therefore 
I 'vould be -taking up the· va:luable 
t.i1ne of this House if I were to con
tinue further in m.aking any re
marks. Therefore I hope to be here 
·whern the. Bill has got to the final 
~~tages when we can place ourselves 
on r~cord in moving an amendment 
on tl1e report from the Committee to 
tl1e Speaker. 

MR. WARREN:-It is the duty of 
tl1ose on the other side to make the 
Bill as workable as possible. Now 
under this section to· the Bill as it 
sta,nds, any person who goes to the 
J3ranch Office, goes to any of tl1e 
r~rancl1 Offices under control of tl1e 
1-loard a.nd buys a bottle· of spirits, 11e 
is liable to be arrested and fined be
cause he is taking it home. Tl1ere 
is no provision made for taking it 
from the Controllers to his 11ot1se, or 
if he were to leave his ho·use no pro
vii;ion by· which he can take it to 11 is 
new pla.ce of residence. I therefor1.~ 

111ove an amendment to this section 
by adding "possessed or transported." 

This is taken from the Quebec 
:\et. It was probably put in after the 
i~ ct came into force because it . was 
found unworkable without 'it. You 
buy spirits from the Board, one hun
c1red yards away you are arre·sted for 
having it in your possession, you 
a,re not allo·wed to have it. This is 
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tl1e Section of the Quebe·c Act that 
was put i'n the original. But a per
son wl10 gets 'it illegally can be ar.
rested for having it in his possession 
afterw.a.rds. 

HON. THE PRilVIE MINISTER:-
1lle 11ave no objection to that amend
n1ent. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Would'nt this 
come in under Section 4, Clause P. 

Re·ads the Section re·ferred to. 

MR. WARREN:-Every time you go 
to buy a bottle you have got to get a 
permit to carry it home. , Let me say 
tl1at these prohibiton acts 'lead to all 
crJrts o.f extra.ordin.ary comp·lications. 
Under this act it is provided that if 
a person . is in p.ossession of spirits 
ii1 contra.vention of the Act not only 
ca.n you take the. bottle o.f spirits but 
t11e recepitacle it is in. If he is car
rying it in a. grip· you can take tl1e 
grip· as well as the spirits. And I 
remind the Hon. Member that it would 
be very dangerous to carry a bottle 
in his 11ip pocket, they inight take his 
trouse·rs. 

MR. HIBBS :-l\1r. Cl1airman, in ris
ing to speak to tl1e motion before tl1e 
cl1air I wish to repeat tl1at true and 
\Yell-known proverb, tl1at things done 
hastily are seldom done well. I fail 
to see wl1y the Government 11as shown 

' 

sucl1 haste in rushing this measure 
throl1gh. At first I took it for grant
ed tl1at the matter would receive the 
consic1eration that its importance 
,·varranted, but we find now that the 
Government has made up its mind to 
railroacl the measure througl1 and it 
seems that no . words uttered by Op-

' 

position members will do anything to-
'"~ards deferring tl1e passage of this 
Bill. 

I 11ave to strenuously object to cer
tain sections tl1at I think should be 
an1ended. \Vitl1in the sl1ort time 
available I have not been able to give 
tl1e Bill that serious consideration 
JleC~Sf?~ry to digest its full contents, 

'· 

but from what I 11ave observe·d I find 
that tl1ere are certain sections in that 
Bill that are decidedly objectionable 
and gives scope for serious abuses. 

My position with regard to the 
present Prohibition Act has been 
publicly defined long ago. I agree 
tl1at tl1e present prohibition law may 
i1ot be perfect, but then, as I re-
1narked this afternoon, no strenuous 
attempt has ever been made to en-· 
force tl1e law properly, and the Gov
ernment will find that the radical re
peal act now being forced througl1 
t11e House will, if no serious effort is 
inade to enforce it, become as in
operative as the prohibition law. It 
all depends upon the earnestness of 
purpose and the determination of the 
Government to carry out the law. 

I heard the Leader of the Govern
ment say that tl1e Bill now before 
the House will be rigorously enforced, 
but I think that by the time the Prime 
Minister has 11ad the actual experi 
ence of enf arcing tl1is 'bottle a day" 
law 11e will find inatters entirely dif
ferent to what he imagines now. 
When y-ou leave the door wide po en 
you will find tl1at tl1e law will be 
more honored in the breach than in 
tl1e observance, and I make the 
statement now that if the Attorney 
Ge11eral, during his tenure of office, 
inte11ds to carry out the provisions of 
this Act strictly that he will have his 
hands full. 

I am not doubting his sincerity of 
purpose, but he must k11ow how some 
people will take advantage of any 
lophole in a law of this kind. Since 
you have decided to legalize the use of 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage, I 
agree with the licensing of hotels 
wl1ereby light wines and beers ca11 
be served to bona fide guests duri11g 
meals. That is a reasonable section 
although it may be termed commer
cializing the liquor traffic, at the same · 
time it will not be taking the money 
out of the poorer class of our own 
people. I would like to see a scheme 
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inaugurated fgr the erection of de
cent hotels for the encouragement of 
tourists, and in my opinion there 
could be no serious objection to sucl1 
people in hotels being permitted the 
use of light wines and beers during 
meals, because despite all that those 
holding extreme views may 'say to the 
contrary, the average tourist · is not 
addicted to drink and certainly is not 
the type who will indulge in intoxica
ti11g liquors to the exte11t of de
moralizing a community. At all 
events witl1 that section of the Bill I 
agree, because it may serve as an ac
commodation to tourists, provided 
you have tl1e otl1er essential facilities 
here. 

I-Ion. the Prime Minister statet1 
11ere this evening that if we make it 
easy for the people ·to obtain liquors 
that there will be less drunkenness. 
Now that is a statement that I would · 
require more explanation on in order 

·.w,~ 

to see the wisdom of it. As a matter 
of fact we 11ave not as a country con
sumed one quarter of the liquor since 
the passing of the Prohibition Law 
that was formerly consumed. 

In reviewing the statistics that I 
have liefore me I fi11d that not more 
than fifty-five to sixty thousand gal
lons of liquor were imported into New
foundland in any one year since the 
advent of Prohibition, while ·figures 
secured from some old but authentic 

• 

records show that 100 years ago there 
'vere five times tl1at amount consumetl 
in this country. I have not the exact , 

figures of the quantity used imme-
diately prior to the passing of · Pro
hibition, but there was approximately 
four times as much liquor consumed 
previous to 1915 as there has been 
since. Therefore, after · all, perhaps the 
. establishment of Prohibition was not 
such a great mistake as the Govern
ment appear to think. The best argu
ment in its favour is that not more 
than sixty thousand gallons- of liquor 
was legally imported in any one year 
by a population of over 260 1000 people 

• 

since the Prol1ibition Act was made ·. 
law, while a inuch sn1aller population 
of one hundr.ed years ago imported 
annually over 400,000 gallons. 

- HON. MR. CRAMM- That does n·ot 
prove the amount of liquor consu1ned 
in the Isla11d. 

MR. HIBBS- Mr. Chairman: I quite 
agree tl1at it is not all. I have an idea 
tl1at a co11siderable quantity of liquor 
is bei11g s111uggled into the country l ut 
the same applied to pre-prol1ibition 
days, tl1e illegal traffic in liquors was 
i1ot unknown to us then anymore than 
i1ow. And l·y the way it's up to the 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, live man that he is, to see that 
the revenue l 'oat is kept on the alert 
to prevent smuggling, if there is 1nuch 
of this illicit traffic going on. The 
Prime Minister apparently thinks that 
the introduction. of this Bill allowing 
people to obtain liquor easily is going 
to cut out the manufacturing of moon
sl1ine. Tl1e otiject is of course a very 
laudable one but I fear 11is expecta
tio11s will not be realized. 

If certai11 pecipl c, as it is clain1ed, 
11ave acquire·d a taste fo,r . tl1is stuff 
a.nd can ina11ufacture it easily and at 

• 
little co1st, yo.11 vvill 11ave to rnake your 
rt1m pretty cl1eap to, compete with it, 
and if you do that, tc) say tl1e l oast, 
you ,v ~ 11 11ave discovered . a poor wc:1y 

~ 

to make peo1ple sober . 
I an1 very 11appy to be n a positio11 

to say, l1o·vvever. tl1:i.t tl1ere l18s be '"' 11 
-

i1otl1i11g like the quantity of 1110011-

sl1ine i11an ufactured during tl1e last 
couple of years tl1at was manufac
tured in tl1e y·etirs from 1916 to 1.921. 
I have gathered tl1at 1{110,wledge fro1n 
a fairly close contact witl1 the people 
of outport districts . 

l\1:r. Chairma.i1, tl1e inain feature of 

tl1e Bill that I object to is the sectio·n 
• 

wl1icl1 allows anybody to obta n a. bot-
tle a day. Tl1at is a11 ot1trage C)ll tl1e 

morals of the people of tl1is cou11try. 
I wo,ncler what is in the n1inds of t11e 
Go,verriment1 and especially the Pri1ne 
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Mi11ister, to· ren1ove in this way every 
r ostraint and obstacle to the indis
crlm nate obtaining of liql1or. Per
sonally I can't understand it.. I nev
er looked upon Mr. Monroe as a radi
cal. I have tried to regarcl him as 
some\vl1at conservative. I think he 
sl1ot1ld be satisfiod witl1 a bottle u 
\Ve el(. 

I-ION. TI-IE l>RIME MINISTER: 
T11at would l)e enough fo.r me. 

M'R. HIBBS :- If the Leader of the 
Governn1ent js satisfied with a bottle 
a \ve :: l{, I thinlr the average man 
sl1oulcl be confirJed to tl1e san1e allow
ance. What is tl1e clifference in the 
result of sell ng a bottle a day antl 
tl1e op ::n saloon? Just this difference: 
During the days of the open saloon a 
tre·at may mean a glass of spirits di
vided between two; under your bot 
tle a day law the same two persons 
will have an or~po·rtunity to consum~ 
a bottle containing 24 ounces; and 
vot1 can rest assured, Mr. Chairm:an, .. 
that people i11clined that way will 
find a place to drink t. How are· you 
going to p.revent a man from getting 
two bottles a day under this law? I 
kno·\V you will say that the Board will 
111al{ '~ rules and regulations to1 safe
gu.arcl tl1e law, but I predict that you 
will never have machinery enought to 
control it, or co11fine it, to a b·ottle a 
day and not give pe.ople a chance to 
get two or three. Surely you will 
11ave some means of ide·ntification to 
prevent repet tlon of the evil. 

s:nce the gefltlomen on this side of 
tl1e House cannot prevent the \\"·rong 
being done, the next best thing we 
can do is to o·ffer suggestio·ns as to 
l1ow to do the ,·vrong in the· safest way 
possible. It will be horrible enough, 
l1u.t don't allo'V a man to get a bottle 
of li<iuo·r at one of yot1r Governn1ent 
Raloor1s nnd then go somewl1cre else 
and get another. 

Ru rely there must be . some purpose 
behind all of this. I suppose you \Vill 

tell us that yo:t1 have such respect for 
the r gl1ts of the peo·ple that yo·u are 
going to give ttiem a chance to buy a 
bottle of boo.ze just a 1s they buy gro
ceries. I want to tell you that there 
is a vast difference between buying 
ruin or whisky and buying other use
ful co·mn1o·dities. If you are so zeal
ous for the rights of the people your 
present policy will do them more 
\vrong than right. 

If your object is to· ra ·se revenue, 
you are entering on a penny wise and 
pouncl fooli1sh method of doing it. 
Yot1r revenue is go.ing to come largely 
from our own people; and if the Gov
ernment have· made up their minds to 
raise revenue i11 that way, then I say, 
God 11elp Newfoundland. 

Of course·. if the Government is anx-
o·us to· popularize themselves fo·r the 

time being, and gain th~ cla.mor fro.m 
certain quarters, tl1en by all means 
give them a bottle a day; but remem
ber it is not al ways what 1s popular 
that i1s best fo1· the peop1e. If you had 
to legalize "a bottle a w·eek," and that 
t1nder certain specified co·nditions as 
to ident ficatio·n~ in ·Order to. prevent 
abuse I think vou wo·uld find tl1at the 

"' 
thjnking public would be m11ch better 
pleased. As it is your scheme of 
raising re·venue will now be at the ex
pense of many wives, children and 
m·others in this city and throughout 
the country. 

We have a certa t1 lot o·f people in 
Newfot1ndland \Vho will not, whether 
they can or not, take care of them
s elves. There -is the twelve and fif
teen dollar a \veek man, who has got 
a w'ife and family waiting for his 
wages on Saturday night, while your 
G·o.vernment rum Sh·O·ps will be en
rjch~d at the cost of misery and want 
to the innoc3n t family whose bread
'vjnne1" ·s tempted into the snare. 
Work-ing men. as a rule, found it hard 
to· ol)tain liquor. and have be·en, if I 
may use the expresision, weaned from 
it to· a great extent rluring recent 
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years, but now yo.u ren1ove the lid, so 
to speak, and se·e what will hap.pen. 
I want to say to the Leader of the 
Goverr1ment that he will live to re
alize tl1at he has made a grave mis
take. One· year from now there w 11 
be a differe·nt story·. to tell. 

I find myself in the unfo·rtunate po
s-ition o.f not being able to support 
tl1is Bill, yet th ere are certain sec
tions, taken by themselves, that I ca11 
agree with, but I c·annot support a Bill 
in its entirety that threatens to bring 
m sery, unhappiness and demoraliza
tion on tl1e people of this co·untry. 

A.gain, as to the serving of wines 
and beers on steamers and trains, I 
think that is going to be greatly 
abusecl. This Act permits passengers 
to obtain wines and beers, and I have 
se·en men just as intoxicated on those 
as o·n rum, whi1sky or gin. I am sure 
the M nister of Justice 'v-ill bear me 
out on that, becat1se he has been very 
strong on that point himself. I re
member the· report of the committee 
on liquors in 1915. At that time he 
spoke very stro11gly against the dis
crimination betw·een beers and other 
alcoholic liquors. He then 1stated 
that a man can become drunk and 

• 

make a beast of h mself o·n beer. I 
hope· that he tl1inks the same now. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE: -
That was with referonce to beer and 
wine being sold all day long; this 
provides for its sale only at meals. 

MR. HIBBS :- The passengers on 
trains anJ steamers will, I fear, ba 
spending a very lo·ng time at their 
meals. You will have to bring in an 
amendment to this Bill _ next year re
gulating a. t me lin1it for meal 11ours, 
or the seco.nd call for meals will be 
very late·. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE: 
If yoll accept that principle you can-
not make any laws. 

MR. HIBBS: - There must be some 
maximl1m--some limit, but yot1 make 
practically no lin1it at all, no reason-

able, sensible restriction. I listened 
with a gre·at deal of attentio·n to my 
friend, Mr. Cali 11, and I co.ngratulate 
hi1n on the very precise manner in 
which he delivered his remarks; but 
after all it is just the same old-time 
argun1ent that has alwa.ys been ad
vanced by anti-prohibitionists. Peo
ple may talk about interfer ng witl1 
other peop1e's rights, but of course 
tl1ey are not sincere when they talk 
that way. There are certain people 
who· think that they have a right to do 
as they like·, and we a.re to:ld th.at we 
have no right to m·ake laws to pre
vent them. There are people who, if 

they \Vere to· use their ·own free wil1 s 
unrestrained, could not even take 
proper care of then1selve·s. We must 
remember that we are living under 
some form o.f 1)rol1ibition . n almost 
every move thaat we make·. We are 
prevented by la\V from doing certain 
tl1ings that wou1d, if indulged in, be 
l1armful to ourselves · as well as the 
community; so this questio11 of inter
fering with other people's rights is not 
to be taken ser · ously. 

Personally I fa,vor a workable form 
of prohibition. In 1915 I was asked 
by the Ca.mpaig11 Co1nmittee to 
tl1e standard of prohibition in 
tune Bay, which I cljd; and I 

carry 
For

tl1ink 
Mr. Warren owes me an everlasti11g 
debt of gratitude, because I helped to 
induce his co·nstituents to vote dry; 
and I hope the)r 11ave been sober eve.l' 

• since. 

Mr. Chairman, I nlaintained that the 
pas.sage of that · Act was a ble·ssing to 
hundreds of people ·n this country. 
Men are not all made alike; the re
sisting po·we·rs of some are much low
er than others; for instance, every
body is not like my friend, Mr. Pud
dester. T'he_y ha.ve not got the same 
self-control. Mr. Puddeste·r has nev
er committed himself in that way, in 
fact by the look of things I do noc: 
b.elieve he is go·ing to commit him
self ~ n co·nnection with this Bill . 

• 
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I-ION. MINIS1,ER OF JUSTICE:
Did you ever find a man who did? 

l\IR. HIBBS :-They are very rare. 

I-ION. MINIS1."'ER OF JlJSTICE :
I ,vas just wondering what you were 
cloing now. I do not think you have 
con1mitted yourself very much. 

.MR. HIBBS:-Well I am not 11ere 
pretendi11g . to· bf.l what I am not. I 
11111 j11st an o·rdinary plain outspoke:.'l 
i11dividual, e·xpressing an honest opin
ion and I think my views on the mat-, . 

ter are fa rly ""-ell u11derstood. Tho~G 

who profess to be opposed to the free 
dispensing of into·xicating liquors 
J1ave an opportunity to express their 
disapproval of this Bill on the ftoo·r:3 
of thjs House at the present moment. 
T11ere are p·eople to-nigl1t sleeping c:it 

t11is 11o·ur in absolute ignorance of the 
contnnts of tl1 s Bill and its far-reach
ing effect while you railroad it 
tl1ro11gh the H·ou se. 

I-ION. PRIME MINISTER: - They 
l1a,re been asleep for seve·n years. 

l\'IR. HIBBS :-I might remi11d the 
Prin1e l\tlinister that his Government 
is acl1ninistering a do·se that will put 
some to sle·ep for all time. You will 
fincl now tl1at tl1ere w· 11 be some pe·o·
ple p11t asleep who have managed to 
keep awake during the last se·ven 
yo a rs. 

In conclusion, Mr. Cha.irman, an old 
proverb says ''T'l1ose who· won't be 
aclvise·d can't be helped.'' If the Gov
ernment, be·cause of their weight of 
numbers in this House, defy thewishes 
o.f the people and tl1e good name of 
Ne,vfoundland, the11 they must only go 
ahead; but I repeat, sir, they will live 
to reP-"ret their action in respect to the _.., 

repeal of the Prohib.it on Act and the 
passing of Legislation that legalize3 
tl1 e free sale of intoxicating liquor in 
N e\,rf o·un d land. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Having listened to the Honourable 
member who has just taken his seat, 

and to all the Honourable members 
who have spoken on this Bill, I think 
at this juncture a few further words 
ought to be interjected, and I would 
like to take advantage of this oppor
tunity to do so. 

As a matter of fact the Bill has 
gone through the House practically 
without any real objection. It may 
be said that, with the exception of 
a couple of speakers, the Bill, gener
ally speaking, meets with the approval 
of the House. 

It has been practically admitted 
that liquor is a beverage, and there 
can be no doubt about it; liquor is 
a beverage, and has been used as a 
beverage; and as a matter of fact 
this Bill, as the last speaker has said 
is only an attempt to be honest with 
ourselves on this subject of prohibi
tion. When I interjected a remark a 
moment ago, I had in mind the mat
ters of which I am going to speak 
now. 

Take the Honourable member's own 
case. He admits a number of things. 
He says that this prohibition, this 
so-called prohibition which has 
been attempted to put in operation 
here has been a failure. He is ab
solutely correct. It is the only 
statement, of course, that could be 
made by a man who had simply kept 
his eyes open, and saw what was go-
• ing on. _ 

But he made another statement, 
and that is this: that the principle 
of the Act is that you have got to 
control liquor because it is being 
drunk as a beverage. There he re
cognized the real difficulty to-day in 
carrying out the present prohibition 
laws. 

The Honourable member has said 
that so far as he is concernea to-
11ig ht he would vote for this Bill ex
cept for one section. He said that 
he would vote for allowing light 
wines and beers to be sold in hotels 
for the encouragement of tourist 
traffic, and he says that so far as he 
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is concerned he · would support a 
measure allo.wing a man to get . a 
bottle a week. No such measure as 
that could be prol1ibition, nor would 
it be an amendment of prohibition
it is repeal of prohibition. 

The question that was put to the 
people in the plebiscite some years 
ago, about which we have heard so 
much, if it is what I understood it 
to be, was, "are you in favour of 
prohibiting the use of spirituous 
liquors as a bevera.ge ?" and when the 
prohibition laws were put into effect, 
it was understood that the Govern
ment was p11tting into effect a law 
under which the Government was to 
sell liquor to be consumed for use as 
a medicine. 

To use a pop11lar expression 
lid went on for good and all. 

the 
The 

remarlrable point is this, that liquor 
has been cons11med to a very much 
greater extent in those years, why? 
Because it was found impossible to 
obtai11 the quantity required t1pon 
scrips. The Bill that is now before 
the House attempts to meet the situa
tio11. I venture to say that 90% 
(per cent.) of the liquor which has 
been purchased during the past three 
or four years was purchased not for 
the l)Urpose of medicine, but as a bev
erage. Why, if all the liquor that has 
been drunk since prohibition was in 
force was used as medicine we must 
be the sickest race in the world. We 
a,re supposed to be a fairly robust 
people, we are often termed "The 
h a r d y Newfoundlanders," but 
the ,q11antity of liquor which we con
sume presumably as a medicine would 
indicate that we are the greatest 
race of consumptives on the face of 
the earth. If that ·is not so, then the 
peopfe outside of Newfoundland are 
convinced that we are consuming it 
as a beverage. Not one out of every 
1000 who goes down. to the Controll"". 
er's Department to get a bottle of 

. liquor goes down to get is as a medi
cine; therefore the anomaly is that 

we have been pretending that we are 
sick when we are not, and we have 
therefore converted ourselves into a 
race of hypocrites and liars. Then 
again another worse evil has come 
up, and that is · that you can now get 
it wit}lout any scrip at all, which 
makes the obtaining of same abso
lutely illegal. If the obtaining of 
liquor on scrips has been illegal 
then the second way of obtaining it, 
that is without scrips at all is infin
itely more illegal. There is · also a 
their evil, and that is the wrong of 
smuggling, which is too well known 
to nlost people in this country to need 
any explaining, and ·probably the 
worse evil of all is the fourth evil 
to which the people have been driven, 
and that is the making of moonshine. 
Now the Hon member (Mr. Hibbs) 
has said that he is in favor of a bot
tle per week; now you cannot be a 
prohibitionist and an anti-prohibi
tionist at the same time, you must 
be one or the other. Now we m.ust 
clecide whether or not · we are going 
to recognize drinking liquor as a 
beverage. The Hon. member has said 
that he is in favour of it, an.d what 
we are recognizing is that it is the 
common desire. Now it being the 
common desire tl1e next q11estion that 
arises is how can you do it? I s11g
gest .it is by giving a Board the pow
ers to give the people what they 
want and to control it. 

It is no good to attempt to create 
a law, and then break it. What you 
got to make · 11p your mind to is what 
does the ordinary man want. No 
man or no person except it is a fool 
is going in and sit down, and drink 
until he gets drunk. There are very 
few people who do that. The real 
evil of prohibition has not been 
brought about by the outports. Now 
under the present law you will have 
no places where you can get liquor 
as you can now at the drug stores . 
At the present time almost every 
drug store dispenses liquor, and that 
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could not even be done in the old days 
before prohibition. The Committee 
therefore decided to change that law, 
and we have expressed in this Bill 
that no person can get more than a 
bottle per day, and that is a much 
better condition and a decided im
provement over the old system, be
ca 11se 11nder the old system if a per
son got ten scrips he could get te11 
bottle.s. To hear this talk of one 
bottle per day one would imagine 
that every man is going to hike to 
the Board store every morning on his 
way to work and get a bottle of liquor, 
stick it under his arm and walk to 
his work. Does any one within the 
so11nd of my voice think that be
cause · a man has to pay $1.00 for his 
scrip that that is going to prevent 
him from getting a bottle if he wants 
•t? i . 

The sale of a bottle a day is a de
cided improvement on the present 
system which sets no limit. It is a 
better state of affairs which permits 
the poor man to get a bottle of spir
its witho11t first having to pay the 
doctor $1.00 for a scrip. In this Bill 
an honest attempt is being made to 
make things better. It is a real pro
hibition measure which at the same 
time does not rob any man of his 
privileges as a citizen. Under its 
1)rovisions a man is free to get a 
drink wihle all inducements to abuse 
are practically eliminated. 

In the first place we are not going 
to sell liquor to any person who is 
not of the age of twenty-one years. 
Now in the old Act there was no pro
vision similar to that. To-day if we 
are honest with ourselves I say that 
we must admit that it is our duty to 
protect the man who is getting drunk 
every day, you could not do that un
der the old system. Now in this Bill 
we are preventing that by · saying 
that a person who gets drunk forfeits 
his right to get liquor for six months. 
Now that is the strictest form of tem
perance imaginable. It may be asked 

11ow can you do that, well that is to 
be considered by the Board. John 
Jones of 42 Bond Street, or some 
other place if he gets drunk is black
listed, and he is then prevented from 
obtaining any liquor for a definite 
period. The people of this country 
will find that this Bill is really a 
Prohibition Bill. 

Now take the next section, which 
says that any person who drinks to 
excess will, upon the application to 
the Board by his mother, father, sis
ter, etc., be kept from getting it; 

• • now can anyone imagine a more 
strict rule than that? It is a misfor
tu11e for any man to get drunk~ b11t 
one would imagine that because a 
perso11 got drunk he has committed 
some great crime. I repeat that this 
measure is the idea of those who 
have beei1 prohibitionists. I am not 
one myself, I never have been, and 
I do not believe in it, but I give 
credit to others. There bas been a 
difficulty formerly to bring home 
conclusions and circumstances. I 
would like to draw the attention of 
the honourable members to page 16 
regarding stills. Now that is the 
provision to put into law something 
that we have not got at the present 
day at all. To-day the mere posses
sion of liquor makes a man ipso facto 
guilty, and for which he is liable to 
punishment and even imprisonment. 
Tl1is Bill provides that no person is 
to consume any alcoholic liquors in 
any public place. It cuts out all 
things that are objectionable. It cuts 
out all drinking on the streets, or in 
small shops such as you find around, 
and where people often go with bot
tles for the purpose of drinking. It 
also prevents the selling of liquor to 
any person under the influence of 
drink. I recognize the fact that the 
honourable members on the other side 
of the House see the evils of the pre
sent day, and that they · now favour 
this proposed system of prohibition. 
I thank them heartily for their sup-
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port, in backing up th-e general prin
ciple of the Bill, and I particularly 
Wish to thank the Hon. member for 
Fogo, as he said that he was in favor 
of . a bottle per week. I am glad to 
hear that. In this Bill we have the 
greatest protection possible, and I 
have no doubt but that, except in cas
es where a man is an expert in evad
ing the law, the measure will work 
well. 

I wish to refer to an article in to-
, 

day's paper from a man who has 
been prominent in politics for years. 
He practically says that we should 
take the . money off tourists and i1ot 
off our own people. Surely if liquor 
is such an evil we could not bring 
those people in here and load them 
up with liquor, and then take their 
money from them. If we did that 
we would be branded as a crowd who 
lool{ed about the world to get dru11k
ards. I may say to the people a11 rl 
even the Hon. members themselves 
that we are trying honestly ·to meet 
an evil that has been in the midst of 
us for years, and I woulµ therefore 
st1ggest that when we go through the 
different sections of the Bill, the Hon. 
members will give it their best con
sideration and thought. 

HR. A. E. HICKMAN-Mr. Chair
man : I wish to have a few words to 
say on this measure, wJiich my friend 
the member for St. John's East says 
is a prohibition measure. Mr. Half
yard put himself on record this even
ing that he was not in favour of the 
measure, and I am pleased to see that 
other members on this side of the 
House expressed themselves according
ly, and I hope that the papers will 
not come out in the morning and say 

, that we were unanimous. 

Now I want to make myself clear on 
the connection which I and the other 
members of the Opposition had with 
the Committee which was appointed 
to hear the speeches from the various 
people who came before it. Now the 

Premier in his remarks inferred that 
whilst we were on the committee 
we went along and made no objection 
whatever to the introduction of the 
Bill. Now I want to explain that the 
position which we took was that we 
wanted the Bill not to be brought in 
at such an early date so that the peo
ple who did not live in St. John's 
might have an opportunity to express 
their views on the measure. Now 
the Prime Minister who brought in 
this Bill referred it to a Select 
Comn1ittee. The Speaker of the House 
then appointed the Committee and he 
appointed three from the Opposition 
side of the House. Mr. Grimes and Mr. 
Duff and myself were the· three mem
bers from this side. We could not de
cline to act ,on that committee because 
we were appointed by the Speaker. of 
the Hol1se. The other members of the 
Committee included members from the 
Government and the Upper House~ Now 
we sat on that Committee and the first 
thing that came up before it 'Shall 
spirits and alcoholic liquors be sold 
as a beverage or a medicine.' On that 
point I said that if spirits and liquor 
were to be sold as a beverage then the 
present law on the Statute Book would 
have to be changed and if sold as a 
medicine then the present law would 
have to be enforced as the present law 
on the Statute Book confines the sup
ply of liquor to a scrip issued by a 
doctor. If the present law was to re
n1ain on the Statute Books then it was 
the duty of the Government to see that 
it was carried out as far as possible. 
The next thing that came up was whe
ther the Bill should be brought into 
the House and it was moved that it 
should be brought into the House. I 
insisted on calling it 'A Bill' and not 
'This Bill' and the mot~on was put and 
carried that 'A Bill' should be brought 
into the House to amend the Prohibi
tion Act. During the Procedure of the 
Committee a great many protests were 
heard against the Bill and as the news 
of the Bill reached the outports the 
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people sent telegrams immediately 
and petitions were also got up protest
ing against having the Bill come be
fore the Legislature without giving 
the people a chance to examine it. We 
considered that the petitions and pro
tests of the people should be given 
some consideration and when the Ma
jority Report as it was called was 
made out advising that the Bill be 
brought before the House immediate
ly we with one member from the Up
per House declined to sign it. We pre
pared a minority report and it was 
signed by those who did not sign the 
Majority Report. We asked the House 
to adopt the Minority Report as an 
amendment to the Majority Report 
brought in by the Committee and in
stead ·of rushing the Bill through the 
House at once have an opportunity to 
examine it and make any suggestions 
which might make improvements from 

I 

a public standpoint. I speak in this 
manner because the Prime Minister 
said that the members from the Op
position made no suggestion or pro
test against the Bill while it was in 
the Committee stages. Now, I know 
that it is no use in making a protest 
against the Bill which is before 
the House to-night. The Bill is 
going through and the Govern-
ment thinks that it is a good 
Bill and I have no reason to doubt its 
sincerity when mem·bers say that they 
are not making a party measure of it. 
Every =member of the House has his 
own conscience to direct him and he 
need not be influenced by any other 
person. The statement from the mem
ber for St. John's East that he intend
ed to support the Bill is no surprise 
to me. The members from the other 
side are g.oing to vote for it because 
they think it is a good thing. The 
Prime Minister in' bringing this Bill 
before the House used the argument 
that he had a mandate fr·om the peo
ple to change the Act because in his 
Manifesto which was written before 
he went to 'the country he said that if 

returned he would change the Pro
hibition Act. If the Prime Minister 
thinks that he should do this because 
he promised it in his manifesto he 
should also give a bonus to the Fish
ermen of the Country and for which 
he has made no provision in the esti
mates which had come before the 
House. Mr. Monroe's Manifesto stated 
positively that there would be a bonus 
on fish. Now I say that if he feels 
under an obligation to carry out one 
promise in the .Manifesto then he is 
under an obligation to carry out every 
promise. Another thing he promised 
was the cutting out of excess Govern
ment Officials. There has been nothing 
done in that direction to my know
ledge. Now as far as this proposition 
is concerned one member from the 
Government said that prohibition 
should never have been passed in this 
country. Now I say that prohibition 
should have been passed in. this coun
try. Prohibition has done a lot of 
good. I was the one who was respon-
. sible for the introduction of Pr·ohibi
tion and it is a strange thing that I 
should be again here when this pro
posal comes before this H o u s e. 
I introduced prohibition into this 
country because I wanted to do away 
with so1ne of the suffering of the wives 
and children of the workingmen of St. 
John's. Men were spending their 
wages on drink and then had nothing 
to bring home to their families. I am 
by no means a rabid prohibitionist but 
I am an employer ·of labour and I find 
that many men, good men, having be
gun to drink become useless and con
sequently lose their earnings. I also 
know men who have run up a bill 
during the week and at the end of the 
week it took three parts of their wages 
to pay it and the result was that there 
was little left to bring home. I have 
had wives and dependents of some of 
these men come to me to get a little 
help to carry them over until the be
ginning of the next week or until they 
should be able to get more wages. 
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These men of whom I speak were 
earning fifteen or twenty dollars a 
week. I was also an owner of ships 
and it nearly always happened that 

• 

we could not get a ship a way on time 
because when she was ready to go two 
or three me11 would be m:issing and the 
ship would be held up in tl1e stream 
tw,o or three days wnen she should 
have been well on her voyage. I went 
to the Leader of my party at that time 
Mr. Kent and asked him if he would 
agree to my liringing in a bill to in
troduce prohibition into this country. 
He consented and the bill was -intro
d uced. The bill was taken up by the 
Government of S1ir E·dward Morris and 
the plebiscite was taken and we have 
the prohibition which they brought in. 
If prohibition is not a good thing why, 
when prohibition was introduced, did 
the women and mothers of St. J ·ohn's 
parade through the streets with flags. 
Why are there ladies in this House at 
the present time in protest against the 
present measure. Now one member 
of the Government said that they had 
the people behind them. That the 
sentiment of the people was behind 

· them. Now I can tell them that the 
sentiment of the people is not behind 
them. The sentiment is against them. 
It is not because there are twenty 
members on that side of the House and 
only ten on this side that the sentiment 
of the people is with the Govt. in 
this measure. Some of the members 
on that side were elected with only 
three hundred and fifty and four hun
dred majority. If the majority · is as 
small as that the sentiment of the 
people is not be·hind them. Now whe
ther this Bill is good or bad I do not 
know, The hon. member for St. John's 
East said that it was a good Bill. I 
did not say that it was a good Bill. If 
I said that it was a good Bill I would 
stand by it. I did not say whether I 
thought it good or not but what I did 

. say was that I objected having it rush
ed through the Legislature. I have 
here a protest against the Bill going 

before the House at the present time 
signed by five hundred people of St. 
John's. It is not a protest against 
the Bill. But a protest against hav
ing the Bill go through without hav
ing a chance to see it. 

Mr. Hickman reads petition. 
There are over five hundred names 

to this petition. It deserves some at
tention. It was gotten up in St. 
J ol1n's to-day. I knew nothing abo.ut 
it until I was asked to read it before 
the passage of this Bill. I have also 
another petition from Bay Roberts 
signed by: -

Mr. Hickman reads some of the 
names to the Petition. 

I have also another from Coley's 
Point. I have received many more .as 
have other members of the Opposition 
representing the various districts. They 
all request the deferring of the Bill 
until the next session of the Legisla
ture. We ask that consideration be 
given to the requests of these people 
that they be given an opportunity to 
say what they would wish before the 
Bill takes its place on the Statute 
Books of this Colony. Now one of the 
hon. members tried to show that . by 
the putting of this Bill on the Statute 
Books that smuggling and moonshin
ing would to a great extent cease. I 
do not agree with the hon. member. 
Now I would like to tell the hon. mem
t.er something. I also would like to 
give this information to the people 
listening in the House this evening. 
'1,he Government is making a profit 
of thirty five dollars a case on whisky. 
That is what the Government is get
ting out of it. It costs about fifty 
shillings a case. At the present rate 
of exchange that comes to eleven dol- · 
lars. The freight ·by the Sachem is 
75c. Say it costs twenty five cents . to 
cart it to the Bond store. That all 
comes to twelve dollars. The Govern
ment charges $48 per case for . it. The 
profit per bottle for the Government 
is three dollars a bottle. I would like 
to know how they propose to stop 
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moonshining and smuggling if tl1at is HON. THE PRIME MINISTER- Mr. 
what is going on. Warren corrected himself. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
What Gover11ment are you referring 
to now. 

MR. HICKMAN- There has been 110 

change since you came into power. 
You have had the Government for 
three and a half inonths and the price 
11as remained the same. Unless the 
price of wl1isky goes down smuggling 
and moonshining will not cease. Now 
there is another thing which I want 
to mal{e clear. When tl1e Prime Min
ter moved the Bill to lie referred to 
a Select Committee the Speaker ap
pointed three memllers of the Opposi
tion to act on that Committee. This 
Bill states that there are to be three 
commissioners to l 'e appointed to 
carry out the Bill. I asked who was 
to appoint tl1e commissioners. I was 
told that that was a Government ap
pointment. Now I think if we were 
asked to act on that Con11nittee and 
assume our sl1are of the responsibil
ity we ought also 11ave a share in the 
appointment of · the com1nissioners. 
No\v tl1e revenue should not l.e the 
first consideration in a Bill of this na-

, 

ture and the price charged for liquor 
by tl1is · Governme11t and past Govern
ments sl1ould no longer exist. Now 
'Tve did not attend every meeting of
tl1e Co1nmittee. One of tl1e gentlemen 
on the other side of tl1e House told us 
that he supported the Bill and had no 
hesitation in signing the report of the 
Committee a11d at the same time he 
did not l{now the · first thing about the 
Bill. · He tolcl us that if the Bill went 
tl1rougl1, to-1norrow morning he would 
le al le to get a drink and then he 
'vould not le able to get another one 
until two or three weeks time when 
the petition would lie signed that he 
said had to lle signed to get liquor 
sold in St. John's. If the memrers of 
the Committee did not kno'v . more 
atout the Bill than that they should 
not have signed it. 

MR. HICKMAN-Every man 11as a 
right to his own· opinion on any mat
ter and in a proposition like the one 
in question it should not be allowed to 
go tl1rougl1 until everybody has a 
char1ce to express his opinion. I re
spect every inan's opini.on on tl1is Bill 
l·efore the · House, and I respect the 
opinion of every man of the Govern-
1nent side who has spoken or is likely 
to speak. However, as I said before 
nothing that we can say is going to 
make any change in this Bill. The 
Government has the Majority in the 
House and they are going to put it 
through and therefore it is no use in 
any meml'er on this side of the House 
inaking any very long speeches but I 
felt that it was my duty to-night to 
present these petitions which have 
been sent to me and ~igned by such a 
large number of people. If the House 
is open a little longer perhaps there 
may be i11any more petitions received 
and it is in the interest of these peo
ple and to ask that consideration be 
given them . that I have delayed the 
House for this short time. 

HON THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
- .Mr. Speaker: I rise to support this 
Bill and in spite of the speech which 
Mr. Hick111an has just delivered I still 
feel that it is my duty to do it for this 
reason if for no other that I am con
vinced to-day and for a long time that 
prohibition 11as been a failure in ·this 
country. 

I do not understand t~e attitude of 
the Ho11. tl1e Leader of the Opposi
tio11 at all, as I understood 11e told 
me whe11 we were dealing with t.he 
matter u11der the Joint Committee 
that he approved of not only giving the 
bottle a day but of giving it in any 
old way at all. 

HON. LEADER OF THE OPPOSI
TION :- I do not deny it. 

I-ION. MINISTER OF FINANCE:-
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No, you don't, and I don't see wl1y 
this opposition 11as broken out now 
in Messrs. Hickman, Grimes and 
Hibbs, because if they would only 
let .• go tl1e subject of politics t11ey 
would vote for this Bill. Tl1e Mor
ris · Government tried to go tl1rough 
with this prol1ibition law and tl1e 
number of arrests increased in sue~ 

cessive years from 78 to 105 a11d tl1en 
to 278. The men who brought in the 
Bill tried to carry it out, but no soon
er were tl1ey out of office than their 
successors lifted not only the lid in 
tl1e Controller's Department but the 
lid of everythi11g else as well. I ca11 
go dow11 to the Controller's Depart
me11t as Sir John Crosbie or as a 
member of the Government and v ~· 
all tl1e liquor I want, but the ordin
ary citizen cannot do so. Do you 
think that kind of thing is good 
enough? We are not trying to rail
road this measure through, but we 
are tryi11g to establish a law that 
"rill make tl1e ··purchase 
equal for all. U11der this 

of liquor 
Act all 

citizens can get only one bottle a day. 
I do not say the Act is perfect but 
it is tl1e best of the kind that has 
been introduced yet. In 11is remarlts 
the Leader of the Oppositio11 has re
ferred to tl1e bonus on fisl1, but wl1at 
l1as tl1at to do witl1 this measure. 
He could not lose the . opportunity to 
talk politics-that's all that amounts 
to. He said tl1at he had ten me11 be
hind ·him elected by a majority but 
've won the Governme11t with a ma
i ority of 14,000 votes. I would like 
to say a few words as to the Prohi
l itionists, sucl1 as Dr. Curtis, Dr. 
Jones a11d Mr. White who fell down 
on their job. And now we have tl1e 
report signed by Dr. Jones a11d Mr. 
Grimes asking tl1at the liquor situa
tion be dealt witl1 so as to make rev
enue from it. In referring to this I 
would like to say the present Gov
ernment has not been thinking of the 

·making of revenue but of giving a 
square deal to all. In 1921 the Pro ... 

11ibitionists-according to tl1e report 
me11tioned, were going to make every
thi11g perfect, but a11 · of a sudden 
tl1ey · i1ow jump in, after letting ev
erythi11g go, and tl1ink we are going 
to take tl1e ordi11ary citizen by the 
i1eck and make him buy a bottle a 
day. As Mr. Monroe has said, under 
tl1is law, there will be no compulsion 
to abuse the use of liquor. Dealing 
witl1 the conduct of some of those who 
are actively opposing the preseµt 
Bill, I may say tl1at "consistency, 
tl1ou art a jewel" . . . . The 
I-Ion. the Leader of tl1e Opposition 
says that the Bill should not be rail
roaded through but he does not say 
why 11e failed to oppose it before the 
Joint Committee, and I am sorry the 
wise ma11 from Carbonear is not here 
to answer the same question. I am 
sorry that His Grace Archbishop 
Howley is not alive to hear the ar
guments as to this Bill, as he was 
tl1e only 011e wl10 undertood the 
liquor situation properly, and his 
anti-treati11g law if it 11ad bee11 
adopted would 11ave proved the solu
tion of the wl1ole question of dru11k
e1111ess. Now you come in here and 
hold up your hands in holy 11orror 
for fear saloons will be opened, but 
every place that is selling it 11ow u11-
der the law that you supported, is a 
saloon that is open Sunday and Mon
day alike. And the liquor is never 
bought for anything but a beverage. 
Mr. Hickman refers to a woman com
ing to him about stopping her hus
band's pay, but I never knew anyo·ne 
to come to me about holding back a 
labourer's wages. Now there is 110 

• 
Bill that can legislate a man into 
Heaven, nor can you make men sober 
or goo1d by law. There is .only one 
force that ca11 help the man who 
over-indulges in liquor a11d that is 
moral suasion. That should come 
from the pulpit, but in some direc
tions it 11as · been sadly neglected of 
late. The Leader of the Opposition 
says tl1e Gover.nment is making $3.00 
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a case on whiskey, and later I will 
give you some figures on this ·point. 
As to the cost of liquor, why did not 
the late Gover11ment cut it . down 
when they were in power. Some 
people must think we ca11 do things 
that are miraculous, and also do them 
at once, but if we dismiss useless 
officials we are roundly abused. Why 
do you come in here and become a11 
angel i11 an hour? Mr. Grimes says 
he is a prol1ibitionist-but if so wl1y 
did 11e 11ot walk clear of the late 
Government when they started to 
make revenue out of liquor. As to 
the duty on whiskey, 11e may be sin
cere, but we 11ad nothing to. do with 
it, and it will be dealt with later. If 
lie is i11terested he might like to 
know that I voted for prol1ibition, but 
i11 two years I learned that it was 
no good, . a11d I am agai11st it i1ow. 
Dr. Robinson may be touched on tl1e 
back now by some and told that ev
erything is all right. But tl1at gentle
man is tl1e only Consistent Prohilii
tionist standing in St. John's to-day. 
If the present Bill is wrong, 
its defects will l::e discovered 
in a sl1ort time, but wouldn't 
it be better to 11ave an Act in force 
'vl1ich is intended to try a11d control 
liquor than to go ahead and leave 
an impossible one 011 the Statutes? 
Farther I would like to say that this 
is 11ot Mr. Morine's Bill, but tl1e Bill 
of tl1e Monroe Government. As a 
member of the Government, Mr. Mo
rine naturally had a hand in it. Bt1t 
as a mem.ber of a previous Gover11-
ment did not Mr. Morine i11 upl1old
i11g the law, send a warship to Bona
vista Bay. Did 11e get any applause 
for trying to enforce the law? No
instead he go~ all kinds of abuse. I 
thinlr tl1at in a short time, if this 
Bill is carried out as passed, the 
temperance people or prohibitio11ists 
of this country will be blessing the 
Monroe Government. Some of tl1e 
opponents of this measure may not 
tl1ink so to-nigl1t, but I would like 

to ask tl1em to give it a trial and 

tl1en i11 six months-if it is a failure, 

to say so. Tl1e prol1ibitionists must 

ad1nit that the existing law was not 
been successful. The Advocate to-
11ight ·calls upon Rev. Dr. Jones, but 
tl1eir report states tl1e enforcement 
of tl1e law was impossible; and Mr. 
Grimes says the same thi11g by 11is 
sig11ature. I believe tl1at tl1e present 
is tl1e best law, and I can get 2,000 
i1ames signed to it as easily as goi11g 
asleep. I believe tl1is Bill will help 
out the labouring man ' and will mea11 
a square deal to all, according to tl1e 
programme of the Government. 

MR. W. J. BROWNE:-Mr. Chair-. 
man, I would like to make a f 8\\' re-
marks at this juncture particularly 
in reply ~o sGm.e lion. gentlen1en of 
tl1e otl1er s de of tl1e House, who claim 
tl1at tl1js ineasure "'~vas not part of our 
platform. I would like to say, sir, 
that d11ri11g tl1e canvass prior to tl1e 
General Election pe:1rt of my duty was 
to i11ake our attiturle clear in tl1is 
connectio11 and to sl1ow tl1at the pres
e11t prol1ibitio·n law was an absolute 
failure . . The 1)eople who put that law 
in fo·rce 11ad lost cor1fidence in it. Tl1e 
Government wl10 undertook . to put 
tl1at law on tl1e Statute Book antl 
vvo·rded t 1SO that liquor co·uld only 
be procurable for medicinal pl1rpos 0s 
made it only a laughing stock. Tl1e 
whole cause of the election at tl1at 
tin1e was because people w '"' re clos i11 ·~ 
tl1eir eyes to \Vl1at \VQS go·'.11 ~ 011 "'1,r:t 11 

regarcl to liqt1o'r in t11j :1 col111t ;~ ·v . ·\ -r. r ' · 

d.icl not fear t0 fnce tl1~ issue on t· 11~ 

prohibit on question and at tl1e last 
pl1blic meeting we l1eld jn t11e St-a,. 

IIall clurjng tl1 1~ rec2nt politica1 ca1n
pa. ~g:n. anrl at 'vJ1icl1 2500 peopl~ ,·vc~·' 

pre«~~e11t. I to0l{ tl1e o·pportunity to r:a"•'" 
tJ1at "\V O wo·u1cl not hesitate, as previ
ous Go·vernments 11ad done. to f:ice t11e 
iRRt10 . fairly and squarely an(l not al
fiow to continue this hy·pocritical 
state of ini11d wl1icl1 was demoralizing 
the minds o·f the people of the coun-
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try. L ·;t i11e refer for a i1101nent to 
tl1e ' evil · of prol1ibition. The evil of 
prol1ibition is worse tl1an tl1e evil of 
drunkenness. Arid has tl1at not amply 
i)ro·ven tself to be tl1e case during tl1e 
time that prohibition was tried out in 
111 is cot111 try a11d in Nova Scotia? I 
'vas i11 Canada wl1en the J;>rohibition 
1\ct 'vas j11troduced i11 tl1is country 
ar1rl 'v11011 the famous or infamous 
pleb scite watS taken, and- I stand 
n1)011 to corr-:ctio11 on tl1is poi11t- tl1e 
Prol1ibitio11 Act was put on tl1e Sta
tl1te Book by a mino,rity vote of tl1e 
people of tl1is country. A inajority of 
the people never voted. If I remem
ber the terms of the referendum, only 
forty per cent. of the voting po,wer of 
the country was necessary for the 
Act to be made · law, and, if I am not 
1nistaken, the, majority of tl1e people 
did not vote under a misapprehension 
that, if they did, their vote was to be 
recorded agair1st prol1ib,ition. As I 
have already said, I was in Toronto, 
Canada, wl1en the vote was taken or1 
tl1is liquor n1easure and I know tl1e 
result. In a Halifax paper I saw c-l 

cartoon where you had all the West
ern Pro,vinces and Quebec in a swim
rr1ing pool witl1 Ontario on tl1e b::i.nJr 
preparing to take the dive and jo 11 

tl1e "wets." I 'vas in Nova Scotia r"
cently and I am happy to say tl1at 
the prol1ibition la \V l1as not been any 
better enforced there than it l1as 1Jeen 
in Newfound 1 arid. 1 'vas i11troflu.cri,d 
to a gentleman t11ere and learnecl tl1e 
proper method1s to obtain liquor tl1ere 
and I found tl1at it is only a question 

· of knowing the ropes, just th 0 same 
as it s in Newfoundland. I mrt a i11an 
jn No,va Scotia wl101n I am sure 111y 
friend, the honourable Leader of tl1e 
Oppositio,n · w·o11ld like to kno,v. ''ll10 

jnfor111ed me how wtiisky can be pur
chased in New York at $25 a, case to
<lay. I l1ave tl1e docun1entary evicle11ce 
t 0 s 11 ow t 11 at 1 ~ o u or is ais c 1. s i 1 y oh · 
tainable in No.va Scotia as t js in 
Newfoundl::tnd ancl tl1at liqu'or is o,b
tainable in every hotel, ·cabaret · o·r res .. ' 

taurant in the United States despite 
its dry laws. Tl1at is a fact that is 
borne out by a staten1ent produced 
11ere tl1is ci fternoo11 lJY tl1e 11onourable 
i11en1ber fo,r Harbour Main, ·S·ho,v1ng 
tl1at tl1 e liquo,r consu1npt o·n in eacJ1 
year si11ce 1917 incr'Jased from 170,-
000,000 to 200,000,00U gallons. Surely 
a prohibitio11 cc•t111try 'vould not in-. 
cr "ase its corj_sun1ption of spirituo·uH 
11quors by 30,000,000 gallons per year 
jf it was po·ssible to prohil)it the 11-
Jjcit ·sale of intoxicating liquors. Then 
do· ~lOU not tl1i11k, Mr. Cl1airman, tl1at 
~ 11-i t i ;.; an argu111en t tl1 at answer 3 

111 '."1 n "'I~ of tl1 e state1110n ts made by Op
positi r'n men1be;rs? And then 've are 
tolrl by Oppos tion members tha.t to 
make tl1ings easie·r for peo,ple to get 
liquor will encourage smugglin.~. My 
experienced friend from America in
formed me that it is preventing 
people fro,m g·etting thi11g·S is what 
makes them all the more rletermined 
to get tl1en1. An, example of tl1e in
ge11u ty of tl1e pe·ople in tl1e United 
State<-\ jn tl1is regard i's that they can 
Pell liquor n111cl1 cl1eaper tl1an it is 
sold in St. J ol111's. There is a run1 
row off the lancl a bout twelve 1niles 
anrl tl1erP is a line of steamers d·oi11g 
this traffic day and nigl1t with the 
sho,re. Tl1en yo,u. 11ave your nlotor car 
service running tl1rougl1 all parts of 
tl1e Un ·ted States all the ti'me as well. 
Take the m'e11 of Lo·ng Island., Ne\v 
York State. Tl1at is a fishing commu
nity where tl1E: people were al,va, y:-~ 

poor and living from hand to mouth. 
Tl1ey were something like the fisher-
1nen a.long our own shores; but now they 
have their motor cars and 1,ungalows 
a,s a result of being engaged in tl1is 
ru.m-runnjng business. The same con
rlitions apply in Lunenburg, where 
the fisl1e·rmen have been rumrunni'ng 
on an extens "ve scale. We in tl1i:3 
country do not want to re.sort to, sucl1 
metl1ods. Honourable members on tl1e 

' 

other side of the House l1ave been 
Quite frank in sl1owing 11ow pro,hihi
tion has been a failure. I a1n of tl1e 
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opjnion tl1at there is but one 11onest

to-goodness prol1ibitioni'st amo·ng the 

Oppo·sition ranks and that person 3 

t11e junio1.. member for Twillingate, 

Mr. Ashbourne. All the otl1er mem
bers kno·w from experie·nce tl1at it is 
jn1possible - a11d they have practically 
said it is i1npossible- to enforce pro
hi b ti on in this or any other co·un try 
ancl in taking tl1is stand tl1ey have ap
proached the que·stion in the proper 
spirit. Mr. Grimes, tl1e member for 
Twill in gate, told us that he i1s disgust
ed with the present state o·f affair a; 
Mr. Duff, member fo·r Carbonear, call
ed tl1e present pro·hibit .on law a, 

said that tl1ere were features of - the 

prohibit on law that were 0 1bjection

able and difficult to enforce. Well, if 
11e \V01Ultl pay a visit to· the Magis
trate's Court lie can see fo·r himseJ.C 
11ow it is enforced. I saw a wido·w re
cently, w·ho1 was in bad circumstances, 
fined $300 for selling beer· that co·n
tained 21h per cent. of alco·hol, while 
we were told by tl1e inember for Fo,go 
that 11e gave out scripts w'~th wl1ich to 
get liquor. 

MR. HIBBS :- I beg your pardon. 

MR. BROWNE:-Well, I think we 
all sl1ared in these transactions. 

farce, and 11e told us hO'W it went too MR.· SCAMMELL-Does the hon. 
far; Mr. Hibbs, the i1on. meinber for member for Si. John's West admit 
Fogo, in criticising the present state 
·of affairs, said that the Act \¥as never 
enforced and that he was a member 
of the Government that failed to· en
force it, but he 1saved himself .when 
11e said tl1at he may suppo·rt the Bill, 
and 11e tl1inks 1tl1at the country may· 
support ·t, and I a,gree with 11im. I 
think it w·ill be saving co·nsiderable 
expense to tl1e peop1e by not b.aving 
tl1is ineasure referred to tl1e people, 
particularly at this ti1ne. Mr. Scam
mell, the hon. member for St. Barb~, 
told us that 11e voted a.gainst pro·hi
bition in 1915'. Ho,w is 11e going t0 
vote now when he told us here a fe\v 
days ago that cond tions under pro
l1ib-ition were scandalous and deplor · 
able, and in view o.f tl1e fact t11at tl1e 
Leader of tl1e Opposition stated here 
tl1at the men1bers on tl1e otl1er side of 
tl1e Ho·use are a11o,ve·d to use their 
own minds and vote as tl1ey pl easA. 

·· Tl1erefore, if the hon. member for St. 
Barbe is co·n.sistent 11e will vot8 
aga.inist prol1ibit · on and fo,r this B,iJl. 
I am hoping that 11e 11as not changeJ 
his attitude. I ho·pe he was not · un
der the influence of anything at the 
time 11e 1nade tl1at statement, or that 
11e 11as not come under the influenc~ 
of the Leader of the Oppo,sitio·n sinc8. 

. Th~ ho,n. member fo·r Fogo, Mr. Hibbs, 

that he issued a script? 

MR. BROWNE-I gave a letter of in
troduction to the Controller. I did not 
happen to have one of those medical 
documents about me at the time so as 
to help along the flourishing practice. 
The hon. men1'ber for Fogo shared in 
having this iniquitous practice go on 
and he shared in failing to enforce 
the Prohibition Law, while on the 
other hand widows, who were unable 
to support themselves by any other 
means, were fined $100 for their first 
offence; $200 for their second and $300 
for their third-the grievous offence 
of selling beer that contained more 
than two per cent. of alcohol. Why 
it is enough in itself to demand some 
modification and some amendment of 
the Prohibition Act. There are mem
bers on the Opposition side of the 
House now who were four years in 
the Government and who knew of the 
abuses that were going on under this 
law. Some of them were actual ac
complices to these abuses. Where 
was their Prohibition attitude them? 
I really cannot understand some peo
ple. And then we have the happy 
spectacle of Mr. Grimes, the hon mem
ber for Twillingate, getting up here 
and telling us how Cardinal Begin in 
Montreal was getting very much wor-
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ried about the state of affairs 
that existed there. Now to begin 
with they never had Prohibi
tion in M·ontreal yet and they would 
have something to worry over if they 
had Prohibition there. He also quoted 
figures to show how British Columbia 
had experimented with Prohibition, 
how the people did not like it and 
where they went ·back to wet again 
and that since their National Debt had 
increased to sixty eight millions. Why 
our own little country, far less pre
tentious than British Columbia and 
less wealthy, has got nearly as much 
debt as that to bear. Look at the way 
our National Debt increased during 
Prohibition days? Will Mr. Grimes 
give me an answer to that? In 1915 
we were making profits out of the 
Government. Every year before Pro
hibition we had increased surpluses, 
whereas almost every year since Pro
hibition we have had deficits. 

MR. GRIMES- The war caused that 
condition. 

MR. BROWNE- That is the excuse 
alright, but you did not metion that 
as a reason when you submitted your 
figures and I consider that is a very 
unfair line of argument to adopt. Now 
we had in Newfoundland no war times 
since 1919 and our National Debt has 
jumped very considerably. In regard 
to that little argument about Ontario 
and Quebec, that is an argument that 
I grew acquainted with when I was in 
Toronto, and, as the hon. member for 
Twillingate, Mr. Grimes, will bear me 
out, it is a National argument be
tween the French and English. Que
bec is a prosperous community and I 
defy Mr. Grimes to produce any fig
ures here to show the contrary. This 
year Quebec had a surplus of one mil
lion dollars and that is the twenty
fifth successive surplus that the Gov
ernment of Quebec has had. These 
surpluses were increased since the 
new Liquor Act came in there mainly 
because Nova Scotia and all the con-

tiguous Provinces went dry, ana be
cause Quebec remained wet it natur
ally attracted the tourists. That is 
one of the objects our Government has 
in mind in introducing this Bill. Now 
I defy Mr. Grimes to show me that as 
many tourists go to Ontario as Que
bec. Members opposite tell us we 
shall have to increase our police force 
and our goals, under this new Bill. I 
mjght inform them, though, that it is 
necessary now to do that. 

We have not had enough accom
modation in our goals since the ad
vent of Prohibition, but we always had 
sufficient accommodation before the 
passing of Prohibition. l\Iembers on 
the other side of the House must know 
and do know that Prohibition because 
of the hypocrisy and the abuse and the 
vices that follow in its train has ~been 

the cause of making that increased ac
commodation necessary. The tourist 
traffic, I think, is a subject that is near 
and dear to the heart of Mr. Hibbs. 
We are not repealing the Prohibition 
Law merely for the purpose of attract
ing tourists. Our own people have 
suffered great hardships under the 
Prohibition Law and they are dissat
isfied with the cringing attitude they 
must adopt and the illegitimate means 
they are compelled to resort to in 
order to procure liquor. Mr. Hibbs, 
the member for Fogo, seems to be very 
anxious to look after the people who 
are not able to look after themselves . . 
Now I want to tell him that most peo-
ple in this country are able to look 
after themselves. I know in St. John's 
West I would not presume to tell a 
inan what he was or was not to eat 
or drink; but if it was a question of 
stealing . I would say a man should be 
punished for his act and I would as
sist in punishing him. As the member 
for Harbour Main pointed out, there 
is nothing morally wrong in a man 
taking a drink because the moral re
sponsibility rests on himself. He has 
his own conscience to answer to for 
that. If a man drinks to excess and his 
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wife and family suffer as a result, that 

man should be reminded of the duty he 

owes to his family, but it is not the 

duty of Mr. Grimes or Mister anybody 
else to compel that man not to drink 
to excess. Sometimes people with the 
very best of intentions drink to ex
cess, but they do no harm to anyone 
but to themselves. Now I think that 
we have had quite enough of experi
menting with Prohibition. We have 
had seven years of it and if that is not 
long enough to asscertain whether 
Prohibition is workable or not, well no 
time is long enough. 

I think Mr. Half yard, Mr. Grimes 
and the other gentlemen who were 
in the Government for four years, 
had ample opportunity to stop the 
abuses tl1at prevailed and to amend 
the present Act, but they did not do 
so. Now somebody else must be 
given a chance to remely the intol
erable state of affairs. As has been 
pointed out by the Hon. Minister of 
Justice, we are giving another Pro
hibition Act a trial, because this one 
is far more stringent than a11y Act 
that we have had on the Statute 
Book. A man can be put on the 
blacklist for six months if found 
dru11k, and if a man assists a black
lister to the extent of getting liquor 
for him, he is brought before the Bar 
and fined from $10.00 to $200.00 for 
his first offence, and for 
offence from $200.00 to 

a second 
$1,000. If 

that is not a severe Act well I do not 
know what is. If this Bill is not an 
honest effort to try and overcome 
intemperance and to rectify the de
plorable state of things for which 
the Prohibition Act was intended, I 
have yet t0 see some suggestion from 
the other side of the House to im
prove upon itl I have listened to ap
peals and req nests for delay in the 
passage of the measure from the 
other side, but I have not heard any 
suggestion to improve the Bill from 
tllat quftrter. We are endeavouring to 

~ 

meet the difficulties and we are en

deavouring to improve conditions, 
and although the Opposition members 
admit the deplorable state of things 
yet they will not come forward with 
a single suggestion in the way of im
proving things. There are several 
provisions in this Bill which are un
like anything we have had in this 
country before showing how severe 
punishment will be inflicted f,or a 
breach of the Act. The Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition stated that wives 

. used to come to him and ask him for 
asisstance, but that was in the days 
when they allowed sales to be made 
on credit. In this Bill everything has 
to be for cash. I know of cases in 
prohibition times when steamers were 
held up and accidents caused by fire
men and seamen being drunk. It is 
unfair to accuse the Government of 
railroading through this measure, 
which is an honest attempt to meet 
the situation and an earnest desire to 
remove the deplorable state of things 
which has bee11 so strongly emphasized 
by the members on the other side of 
the House. 

MR. HICKMAN-Mr. Speaker: I 
would like to ask the Prime Minister 
if he consulted th~ .Medical Association 
in reference to this Bill? My reason 
for asking this question is because 
some time ago I read an account of an 
after-dinner speech delivered by the 
Prime Minister to the Medical Associa
tion which assembled in St. John's. If 
the speech was correctly reported, the 
Prime Minister promised that he 
would consult the Medical Association 
with reference to any Liquor Bills 
that would come before the Legisla
ture. Realising that the Medical As
sociation is a fraternity which has a 
great deal to do with the dispensing 
of intoxicating liquors, I would like to 
know whether they have been con
sulted on this Bill or whether they 
have approved of any of the sections 
contained therein? 
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THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 

-Mr. Speaker: In reply to the Hon. 

Leader of the Opposition I would say 

that I never at any dinner promised 

to consult the Medical Association on 
this Bill 6r on any other Bill. The 
Medical Association seemed interest
ed in one point only and that was that 
they should be relieved of the necessity 
of issuing scripts and they received 
with acclamation the statement from 
us that, if this Bill went through, they 
woul_d be relieved from issuing scripts. 
Nothing further was said at the med
ical dinner in question in connection 
with promising to submit any Bill for 
their consideration. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pass
ed the Bill with some amendment. 

On motion this Report was received. 
On m·otion for adoption of the Re

port the House divided, when there 
appeared in its favor:-

Hon. the Prime Minister. 
Hon. the Minister of Justice. 
Hon. Mr. Cramm. 
Hon. Mr. Bradley. 
The Minister of Agriculture. 
The Minister of Public Works. 
Mr. Cashin. 
Mr. Moore. 
Mr. Vinicombe. 
Mr. Chambers. 
Mr. Power. 
Mr. Puddister. 
Mr. Cahill. 
Mr. Linegar. 
Mr. Browne. (15) 

And against it: 
Mr. Hickman. 
Mr. Halfyard. 
Mr. Hibbs. 
Mr. Grimes. 
.Mr. Scammell. 
Mr. Ashbourne (6) 

so it passed in the affir1native and was 
ordered accordingly. 

Whereupon1 on motion of Hon. the 

Prime Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act Respecting Alcoholic Liquors" was 
read a third time and passed, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be sent 
to the Le.gislative Council with a mes
sage requesting the concurrence of 
that [;ody in its provisions. 

On motion of Hon. tl1e Prime Minis
ter, the Bill entitled "An Act to Amend 
68, Consolidated Statutes, 1916, entitl
ed 'Of tl1e Prol1ibition of Intoxicating 
Liquors'" was stricken from the Or
der Paper. 

Second reading of Bill to Ainend 3 
Geo. 5, Cap. 14 entitled "An Act re
specting the Construction of a Railway 
through Labrador." 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
-Mr. Speaker: In moving the Second 
Reading of this Bill I would like to 
point out briefly that in 1913 an Act 
was passed respecting the construc
tion of a railway through Labrador 
and the Canadian North Atlantic Cor
poration, Limited, was granted certain 
powers and concessions for the pur
pose of building a railway from Que
rec city in Canada to a point at or 
i1ear Cape Cl1arles on the Coast of 
Lal1raclor and the Corporation now ask 
for an extension of time for tl1e fin
ancing and construction of the said 
railway. In May of the present year 
the following petition was presented 
to the Government then in office: 

(Reads Petition) 

This . petition wa$ forwarded with a 
letter dated May 5th to the then Pri1ne 
Minister, Mr. Warren, and asking for 
this extension of time. Me1nbers will 
observe the way the Bill recites. So 
far as this Co1npany is concerned there 
is 011e satisfactory feature about the 
Bill and tl1at is there is nothing 
to exact from the country. There are 
certain rights of way given, but it is 
a case in which tl1ere is nothing to 
claim. 

MR. HALFY ARD-Does tl1is mean 
that we are allowing this Company 

• 
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ten years from the passing of this 
Am.endment. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
-Yes, in other words we revert back 
now to the position where we began. 

MR. HALFYARD-I understand this 
Company has done certain construc
tion work. · Do they say how much 
inoney they have spent? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
-I will table the petition. The peti
tion does not say the amount expend
ed, but it does say that certain work 
has been done. I do not know what 
work has been done, because I have 
had no opportunity of finding out. 
The reason why the matter was 
brought on this session is because the 
time expires shortly. I notice the peti
tion is dated May 3rd, 1924, and the 
Act was passed April 16th, 1923, so 
that it seems to me that the Act has 
already expired. 

MR. HALFY ARD-Can you renew 
the old Act? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
~Yes, if we pass this Act we do not 
count the time at all. So far as the 
present administration is concerned, 
this is a legacy that was left for them 
and we felt that we ought to continue 
it. 

.MR. HALFY ARD-That Company 
no longer have any rights under that 
Act of 1913 and yet they are asking 
us to amend it. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
-It will be found that in 1916 they 
got an extension and that keeps the 
thing alive still. I notice that it was 
on May 4th, 1916, they got the exten
sion. I take it that the situation is 
that they got from 1914 up to the end 
of the war period left out so that the 
Act is still in force. If there is any 
information desired further I can look 
it up. We have no objection to letting 
this matter stand until the next sit
ting of the House. 

• 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Amend 3 Geo. 
V. Cap. 14 entitled 'An Act respecting 
the Construction of a Railway through 
Labrador' " was read a second time, 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House presently. 

Whereupon on motion of Hon. the 
Minister of Justice, the House resolv
ed itse1f into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider the Bill entitled "An Act 
to Amend 3 Geo. V. Cap. 14 entitled 
'An Act respecting the Construction 
of a Railway through Labrador.'" 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 

Committee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

r.eported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

Whereupon on motion of Hon. the 
Minister of Justice, the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Amend 3 Geo. V., Cap. 14, 
entitled 'An Act respecting the Con
struction of a Railway through Labra
dor' " was read a third time, and pass
ed, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be engrossed, being entitled as 
above, and that it be sent to the Legis
lative Council with . a message re
questing the concurrence of that body 
in its provisions. 

And it being after midnight. 
WEDNESDAY, Aug. 13th, 1924 

Pursuant to order, and ·on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Amend Chapter 
10 of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
S1eries) entitled 'Of the Department of 
Finance and Customs' " was read a 
second time, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be referred to a Commit
tee of the Whole House on to-morrow. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
• 

were deferred. 
· It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
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this aftrenoon at three of the clock. 
The House then adjourned accord

ingly. 

that 330 electors recorded their votes 
for the district of Bonavista at the 
Seamen's Institute. And if it is 
right that these men should get the 

THURSDAY, Aug .. 14th, 1924. opportunity to record their votes 
The House met at three of the clock then it is right that the people of 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn- Corner Brook, Deer Lake, Grand 
ment. Falls and Bell Island should be giv

Hon. the Prime Minister, on behalf · en the same privilege more especi
of the Select Committee, presented the ally in the industrial centres in the 
Report as follows:- interior of the country. Hundreds of 

"The Select Committee appointed men were very much disappointed, 
to consider and report upon the ac- even thousands were, because they 
companying Bill to amend the Elec- did not have an opportunity to exer
tion Act, 1913, beg to report that in cise the privilege of their franchise 
their opinion this Bill should not be last June, and they could not un
considered by the House at this Ses- derstand why the Government could 
sion." not open booths. The Government 

(Sgd.) W. S. MONROE, received numerous messages ·from 
J. R. BENNETT. these people right up to polling day 
W. J. HIGGINS. that booths might be opened. They 

August 14th, 1924. could not leave their work to go to 
On motion this Report was received. their own districts even though they 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Speaker, 1 were very much interested in the 
rise to inoev ar1 amendment to the elections, because they could not 'af
Report of the Select Committee ap- ford it. They ·had people depending 

on them who had received their wapointed to consider the amendment to 
the Elec_tion Act of 1913. ges-their wives and their children. 

The Government owned the railway 
(Mr. Halfyard reads the amendment.) and therefore it would be a breach 

In moving this amendment to the of the Election Act if they were to 
Election Act of 1913, I have only one use the railway to get these people 
desire and that is to make it possible to their homes. Therefore it is not 
for the electors to vote in the places with any ulterior motive that this 
mentioned, and that a right be given amendment is made. Some persons 
to the people to exercise their fran- have suggested that if it were not for 
chise. We do not need to go outside the fact that there is to be an elec
this country to look for a precedent tion in Bonavista Bay in the Fall this 
as we have it here already in Sec- Bill would not be introduced from 
tion 33 of the Act. Here in the City this side of the House. There was 
of St. ·John's when there is an elec- nothing of that nature in my mind 
tion for the representatives of the when I introduced that Bill. I made 
various districts ,the people who be- up my mind last June if I were 
long to other districts have an op- elected to the House of Assembly, at 
portunity to vote. The elections usu- the first opportunity I would intro
ally take place in the Spring or the duce an amendment to the Bill to 
Fall of the year and many men from make it possible for the men of these 
the outlying districts happen to be in places to record their votes. It has 
St. John's and they are given the also been said that there is to be a 
chance to exercise their franchise. 
I understand that during the recent 
election held on the third of June, 

revision of the Election 
re-distribution of seats. 
know what will happen 

Act, and a 
We do not 
during the 
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next four years just at this juncture. 
It is said that it is likely that there 
will be an election in Bona vista d ur
ing the autumn. We have no lease 
of existence of the sessions of this 
House. It may happen there will be 
an election in Trinity district in the 
near future. That is just as likely 
to-day as at any other time. I feel 
sure tl1at if we conform to the prin
cipal of acting according to the will 
of the people we shall as representa
tives of the people give serious con
sideration before voting for or 
against the amendment. 

Some people have been unkind 
enough to say that because this 
amendment comes from the Opposi
tion side that the Government will 
unite · and vote it down. If that is 
the opinion some people may have, I 

' 

am very sorry. Personally, I would 
be only too glad to support this 
amendment if it came from the 

' 

other side. As a rule, owing to the 
way party Government is made up, it 
is uncommon to get anything from 
the Opposition side unless for a sin
ister purpose. Well such is alto
gether foreign to myself at the pres
ent time and the Government as a 
Government will do well to remem
ber and consider their · responsibility 
in this matter now, if they do not 
want to inflict political disabilities 
on the voters of this country. You 
may argue that you are not doing 
this, but I say that you are just as 
responsible for your acts of omis
sion as for your acts of commission, 
as it is your duty to act when the 
matter has been brought to your at
tention·. Do you mean to suggest 
that the public are to be ignored . in 
matters of State? Are you going to 
penalize the working classes and the 
manhood of the country, and are you 
going to subject them to a condition 
of . despotism unequalled in the his
tory of . any civilized country. We 
are supposed to be- living in a de
mocratic country and democracy 

means equal rights and privileges to 
all, no difference what their class 
may be, but it so happens that many 
of the working classes, the loggers 
if you like and a great many of the 
carpenters are not afforded an op
portunity of remaining in their own 
districts to earn a living but are forc
ed to go to industrial centres and 
while there are deprived of the right 
to have a say in the electing of a re
presentative for the family he had 
left in his own district. I say, Sir, you 
are depriving citizens of their right 
to vote, just as much as if you 
brought in a Bill here to take away 
their rigl1ts. It is the duty of all 
members of this House to conserve 
the interests and the rights and the 
privileges of the citizens of New
foundland, and they should be all 
given a square deal no matter in 
what section of the country they 
happen to be. If I understand the 
Constitution aright, the right of the 
citizens of Newfoundland to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by 
any Act of this House on account of 
race, colour or condition of employ
ment, if they are bona fide electors, 
according to the terms of q ualifica
tion as set forth in the Election Act 
of 1913. We have the right to enact 
legislation or to amend legislation to 
give people their rights. Some peo
ple may argue that it is not done in 
any . other country. I have not trou
bled to inform myself as to what is 
done in any other country in this 
connection. Apparently one cannot 
walk down on any one side of the 
street unless it is looked up to see if 
it is in accordance with Canadian 
usage. We have had too much of this 
kind of thing in this country, and not 
one instance in a thousand in which 
the Canadian way of doing things 
has been followed has been advan
tageous to this country. This present 
Bill is an entirely local matter and 
why should we want to know what 
they do in such cases in British Col-

• 
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umbia or Nova Scotia or anywhere 

else. All we want to know is what 

prevailed in June last when thousands 

of people were disfranchised in in

dustrial centres to make us amend 
this Act. Provision is made for the 
opening of a booth in St. John's for 
the whole island. Therefore, we are 
only extending the franchise to peo
ple, who happen to be working in 
certain industrial centres and who 
are outside their own districts when 
a11 election is held, to allow them to 
elect their own representatives to the 
House · of Assembly. 

I will not elaborate further on my 
reasons for proposing this amendment 
to the Election Act, but I trust that 
the members of this House will give 
this matter their most serious con
sideration before casting their vote. 

MR. HICKMAN:-Mr. Speaker, I 
have very much pleasure in support
ing the amendment proposed by the 
honourable member for Trinity. The 
original amendment to the Election 
Ac1t proposed by Mr. Half yard pro
vided for booths to be opened at sev
eral ·places which he named, but 
since then Mr. Halfyard has agreed 
to alter that and bring in the follow
ing, namely, that the Governor-in
Council be given power to open a 
booth in any industrial centre in the 
country, provided that twenty-five 
bona fide electors of any one centre 
will send a petition to the Governme.nt 
asking that a booth be placed at the 
scene of their employment in order 
that they might be able to· cast their 
votes for candidates in the, district 
to which they belong. Therefore, 1t 
does not make. it necessary to have a 
booth placed in· every industrial cen
tre for each district, and it only 
needs a booth for any responsible 
number of workmen who cannot get 
to tl1eir homes. I agree with Mr. 
Halfyard that this is a simple matter 
for the Government to do. It does 
not entail any great expense or any 

great work. There are at the present 
time a great many transient workers 
in ind11stial centres like Corner Brook 
and the Humber who cannot afford 
to get to their homes, and those peo
ple \Vant an opportunity to cast their 
votes at an election; and I think that 
those people should be given that op
portunity if they petition for same. 
Every man is entitled to vote a.nd I 
see no reason why he should be de
nied that right in his own country. 
Every man should be made interest
ed in an election, in the Governme11t 
and in the candidates, and this is one 
way to make him interested. If we 
rlisenfranchise him now it makes men 
disinterested in the future. A great 
deal has been said about this Bill to 
the effect that there is a bye-e,lec
tion pending and that was why it was 
brought in. I presume there will be 
a b'ye-election, but whether· that elec
tion will be contested or not I can
not say; but, in case the election is 
contested, there is no reason in the. 
world why the people of Bonavista 
Bay who are away from their homes 
should not be given an opportunity 
of casting their votes. The Govern
ment uses as an argument that some
time in the near future that district 
representation will be readjusted and 
that districts will be divided un on 
the one and two man basis. In this 
country I know that the near future 
is a time long to be looked fo·rward 
to. It may be in the life of this Gov
ernment or it may not; but I think 
that for the Government to open 
booths in ind 11strial centres where 
necessary is the proper way to fulfill 
the requirements at the. present time. 
Prior to the General Election of 
June last we had a great many re
quests from people in tl1ose centres 
asking to have their votes cast, but, 
accordi11g to the. Election Act, there 
was only one booth where people 
a way from their homes could vote, 
and that was in St. John's. There
fore, it is desirable for booths to be 
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opened in any other district where 

they are required. I give the amend

ment now before tl1e chair my hearty 
support. 

MR. ASHBOURNE:-Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to· support the amendment and 
I fail to see why any man should be 
denied the right to record his vote. 
The soundness of the principle of 
this amendment will be· seen because 
of the fact that in certain other coun
tries when elections take place elec
tors in isolated parts are allo\ved the 
use of the mails to vote. That does 
not apply to i1on-residents but resi
dents of a certain place who happen 
to be in some other part when the 
election takes place are allowed to 
deposit their ballot papers in the post 
offices, have them marked, stamped 
and po.sted, and when it is received 
it is counted with the other ballots. 
Thus the, principle of this amendment 
is right. I also maintain that every 
one should have the privilege of re
gistering his vote. I do n.ot think that 
a man should be disenfranchised be
cause he happens to be. working out
side his -own district at the time· <}f 
an election. Here in Ne·wfoundland 
we have in certain sections people 
constantly moving to wl1ere certain 
industries are going on and it seems 
rather unfair to deny them the right 
of the franchise and to tell any man 
to go home to his O·Wr1 district to 
vote if he wants to; particularly ls 
it unfair when there would be a like
lihood of that man having to give up 
l1is po.sition. It is true i1t might be 
too . costly to have .booths in every 
place \vhere there are voters in this 
country, but in the ame.ndment I no
tice that there is a minimum placed 
at twenty-five of the voters in an in
dustrial centre asking for the right 
to vote. · I would suggest that the 
Government give this matter careful 
consideration, and, if we are having 
a bye-election next fall, this experi
ment be tried out. Tl1ere would be 

only one district involved and wl10 

knows but that the Government 

might be able to gain the sentiment 

of the people on this principle there
by. If we have booths here. in St. 
John's for every district why not have 
booths in other industrial centres? I 
support the principle of the amend
ment because it gives a square. deal 
to all and also because I do not think 
that any man should be disenfra11-
chised because of where he happens 
to be when an election takes place. 
I am not speaking because ·of any 
ulterior motive, but I am speaking 
purely on. prin.ciple, and I strongly 
suggest that this matter be tried out 
because the experience that would 
be gained might be able to help 11s. 
I understand that the question of 
this Election Act will come up for 
discussion during the next session of 
the House in order that the idea of 
proportional representation and one 
man districts might be gone into thor
oughly. 

MR. SCAMMELL:-Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support the amendment as pro
posed by Mr. Halfyard. First of all 
I would .like to make reference to the 
report of the committee in which they 
say that the Bill should not be con
sidered this session. To my mind, 
sir, the committee is not in a position 
to advance, neither have they . ad
vanced any strong or feasible argu
ment as to why the Bill should not 
be considered this session, because 
there is no principle involved fron1 
one point o.f view, and still from an
other point of view there is a prin
ciple involved, a.nd a very vital prin
ciple at that, when it is conside·red 
that we are dealing with a situation 
whicl1 excludes thousands of New
foundlanders from the right to vote 
in case of elections taking place in 
which, under ordinary circumsta11-
ces, they would be entitled to vote. I 
fail to see, Mr. Speaker, how any 
committee or any Legislature can de-
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ny to any man the right to vote 'vith
in the confines of his native land. 
When this House met on April 25th 
last no one anticipated that we were 
going to have a General Election 
sprung on us. I feel sure that if the 
Warren Ministry had known at that 
time that a General Election was 
pending that they certainly would 
have afforded those working in indus
trial centres an opportunity to ex
ercise their franchise. Speaking for 
members on this side· of the House, 
all of us went through the sR.d ex
perience of being deluged with mes
sages from men in various parts of 
the interior of the island, particularly 
around the Humber and Deer Lake, 
asking for the· opportunity to vote. 
In fact a great number of tho·se men 
were under the impression that they 
were going to be allowed to vote, 
and in some cases men were so sure 
of being allowed tl1e vote that they 
even made applicatio·ns for positions 
as Deputy Returning Officers, Poll 
Clerks, Agents, etc., and \Vhen they 
were told that they could not vote 
they were astonished and clisappoint
ed. I can see no feasible argument, 
sir, as to why we ought not to go 
so far as Mr. Halfyar·d's amendment 
proposes. Surely if twenty-five men 
in any industrial centre petition the 
Colonial Secretary for a booth to vote 
in an election . "~llich affe;cts 1:h~ir 
district, it ought to be the bounden 
duty of the Government to grant them 
their request. Who will dare deny 
a man the right to vote in his own 
country? Why, sir, is it not true 
tl1at-

"The crowning fact, 
· The kingliest act 

Of freedom is a freeman's vote." 
Then, sir, I ask, why deny him the 
right or the opportunity to exercise 
the greatest privilege he enjo~rs under 
the British Constitution? 1.,he Prime 
Minister says that the situation will 
be taken care of before tl1e next Gen
eral Election. How do we know how 

soon a General Election may take 
place? The General Election of April 
came \Vith sur·prising suddenness and 
found us unprepared in this connec
tion through no fault of our own, as 
I pointed out just now. And what 
about bye-elections? No one of us 
11ere has an absolute lease of our life 
or our positions, and scarcely a year 
passes but what some men pass from 
this chain ber and their places have 
to be filled by others. Are we to go 
cJn unprepared for these emergencies 
and continu~ to deny thousands of 
men " .. 110 are away at industrial cen
tres the right to vote in elections in 
which they are interested as bona 
fide electors? Th.e Prime Minister 
refers to the question of the expense 
entailed. I contend that this is a 
paltry excuse where the matter of only 
perhaps a dozen booths or so is con
cerned. Surely expense cannot be 
urged as a reason for denying a man 
the right to vote. In Canada they 
find it feasible for a man to vote. when 
11e is even outside his own provi11ce, 
to say nothing of being a way from 
his native district. If that can be 
done in Canada why cannot we meet 
tl1e situation in some way in New
foundland? It has been said that the 
proposed amendment was brought in 
because of an impending bye-election 
in Bonavista Bay I do not believe 
that such is the case. Speaking for 
myself, I do not know whether there 
is gol.ng to be a contest in Bonavista 
Bay or not. 

I notice that Mr. Cahill, the mem
ber for Harbor Main, smiles. I won
der how he would feel if a couple of 
hundred men belo.nging to his dis
trict were deprived of the right ·to 
vote· through no fault of their own 
in case of a bye-election in his dis..: 
tric•t. I feel that if we are true to 
ourselves as legislato.rs, no matter 
what side of the House we are on, 
we should all take the same attitude 
in a case like this, whether our own 
cons'ti~tuencies were affected or not. 

I 
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I regret, sir, that the committee has 

not given the House some mor·e sub

stantial reason for not accepting this 

amendment. I do not suggest 1that 
the Prime Minister is actuated by 
personal motives in oppo·sing the 
amendment, bu·t I still feel that no 
solid argument has been adduced 
against the amendment and I still 
maintain that if this amendment is 
lost we shall have failed in our duty 
as legislators to those who in pur-• 
suit of their· daily bread a.re disen-
franchised at election times. Conse
quently, Mr. Speaker, for the reas
ons outlined I give this amendn1ent 
my strongest support a11d ask hon
ourable members on both side of this 
House to do the same. 

I do not imagine that it would en
tail any grea·t expense, and yo.u 
would be giving every man his due 
right, namely, his right to use the 
franchise and to cast his vote. I 
merely rise, lVIr. Speaker, to give my 
support to the Bill as introduced by 
the hon. member for Trinity, Mr. 
Halfyard. I very much regret that 
the co.mmittee has not bee·n able to 
give. better reasons for their recom
mendation than the paltry one of ex
pense and want of time to proceed 
with it. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
1\lr. Sp.e·aker, the Government cannot 
possibly consider the .amendment 
bro1ught in by Mr. Halfyard anymore 
than the·y can consider the Bill. One 
reason why the· comm.ittee did not re:
comme·nd the amendment is because 
of th.e exp·enses which would neces
sary be enta,iled, the· e·xpenses of a 
general election would p.robably be 
doubled. Anothe·r re·ason is because 
of the extr.a wo.rk which would of 
11ecessity arise, and membe·rs of the 
Districts have mo·re work now than 
tl1ey can reasonably 11andle; and be
side·s this it would open up the door 
for fraud and abuse. To place a 
booth for e1very district at the scene 

of the Humber operations a;:, suggest
ed would certainly lead to great abus
es and unnecessary exp·enses. Anoth
er substant·i·al reas·on would be th.at 
a candid.ate who wished to get his 
views be.fore the electorate· during a 
campaign could not possibly do so, if 
he had p.ote'.ntial vote·rs at every in
dustrial centre. Pe.ople who are . 
a way from home, their friends and 
fan1tlies .are very differ·ent people 
fr om what you find in their homes, 
a11d the candidates could not possibly 
get around· and see the pe·ople before 
\~111om the·y would like to place their 
views, or tho.se · from whom they. 
\.\'·ould be seeking support. T·ake 
another instance. According to Mr. 
Ilalfya.rd's amendm·ent twenty-five 
men down in the bottom of White 
Bay could demand and get .a booth, 
even tho·ugh the.y ca.me from the West 
Coast an·d ho·w co·uld any c.andidate 

' get in tau.ch w.tth them? I a.m per·-
foctly willing to believ·e that there 
is no sinister motive· behind the p·ro
P<)Sition, and I wo·uld like: to assure 
the Hon. members opposite that noth
in.g but ·;the most cogent and we.tghty 
n1otives are· behind its rejection. There 
11ave· be·en se·ver.al insinuatio·ns cast 
that would see·m to suggest that it is 
because of the Bye-Election in B<?na
vista Bay, that this Bill is being 
t11rned do·wn, but it is not so, and 
besides I believe we have as many 
sup·p·orter·s at Corne·r Bro·ok, and other 
sce·nes of ope·r·ation along the Hum
ber as any of our opponents. 

Again Mr. Half yard says that we 
should not be· concerned with what is 
being done in Canada and elsewhere, 
and. should not be governed by those 
places. Why should we not? Who 
else are1 we· going to look to? It is 
right for us to find o·ut what other 
countries .are doing, and we m.ay of
te11 find it a guide. I may sa.y that 
the Government finds it _impos.sible to 
accept or support this amendment, 
and I say quite honestly that even if 
there was going to be a General Elec-
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tio11 I would not be in f.av·o·ur of the 

a.mendment. 

MR. GRIMES :-Mr. Speaker·, the 
Prime Miinister says that it is im
possible for· candidates to· go to the 
interior a.nd address the·ir Constitu
ents during a p·olitical c.ampaign, and 
r11ake them acquainted with their 
poltcy and platform. I cannot agr·ee 
with him. Yon owe it to the voter 
th.at time be give1n 11im to ventilate the 
issues at' stake which time will afford 
candidates on both sides to · put their 
case before them. These men are not · 
i11 the interior altoge~her from cl1oice, 
but beca.use cir·cumstances h.avb 
forced them th.e·re. Bec.ause· they are 
there· and away from the district 
they belong sho1uld not be avai.Ied of 
to deny them the right of franchise. 
They cannot leave· their work and go 
back to their homes except at gre.at 
expe.nse to the·mselves, there·for·e yo,u 
should place a booth where they are 
working. When you refuse to do this 

• 

you are· repeating what happened 
years ag.o, whe·n Englishmen were 
forc.ed by circumstances to leave Eng
land and go to· Ame.rica. Because they 
ltved and worked there they did · not 
permit the1m to have any s.ay in the 
Gov·ernment of England and America. 
It w.as ca,lled taxaction witho·ut re- . 
presentation, and so it is now. T'he 
inen in the inte,rior· have to: pay their 
taxes, whet.her in or out of the dis
trict. You expect them to pay the 
taxes but re.fuse to give, them the 
right to vote. That I claim is un
just. 

To s.ay the men working at B1ell 
Island are in the same cate1gory· as the 
inen working in the interior is not 
stating the facts. Tho1se working at 

· Bell Island live w1ithin a few miles 
of the pla,ce and can easily rea.ch 
tl1eir homes by motor boat or steiamer 
in two or three hours, while those in 
the inte·r'ior· live many miles away. If 
there is a bye-election this fall and 
you carry out your de1cisi'on at least 

1,000 voters will be· disfranchised . . I 
tp.erefore support the ame·ndment. 

On the motion fo·r adoption of the 
:report, Mr. Halfyard moved .and Mr. 
llickman seconded the· following 
a1nendment :-

"That: Section 33 of the Election 
Act, 1913 is ·hereby Amended by add
ing thereto, as subsection (1) that is 
to say: -

Whene·ver an Electi·on is held to 
elect a representative. or· rep·re·senta
tives to the House of Assembly, 
should 25 or more bona fide electors, 
fro1n the district in the Colony tran-' . 
sie11t residents of tbe . Industrial 
centre, such as, Dee·r Lake, Corner 
Brook, Grand Falls a.nd Bell Island, 
by petitio·n duly certified, reque·st tl1e 
Executive Government, through the 
(~(>lonial Se·cretary, for Polling Booths 
to be · op·ened, under the· same· co·ndi'
ticns as set forth in se·ction 33 here
of; the Governor in Council shall 
cati.se such Booths to be ope·ned." 

"\Vhe·reupon the Ho11se divided, and 
there appeare·d in favor of the Amend-
111ent :-

1\fr. Hickman. 
l\'.Ir. H.alfyard. 
iVlr. Grimes. 

· :!\.'Ir. Scammell. 
J\iir. Ashbourne. 

and against it:-
I-Io·n. the Prime Min.i·ster 

(5) 

• 

I-lon. th.e· Colo1nial Se·cretary. 
Hon. the Minister of Justice. 
Hon. the Minister of Finance. 
Hon. Mr. Sullivan. 
Hon. Mr. Long. 
Hon. Mr. Cramm. 
Hon. Mr. Bradle·y. 
Tl1e Minister of Agriculture. 
.l\1Ir. Moore. 
l\'.Ir. Chambers. 
lVIr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Power. 
Puddister. 
Cah·i'll • 

1\'.Ir. Browne. (15) . 

So it p·assed in tl1e negative and 
\Vas ordered accordingly. 
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Mr. Speaker informed the House 
tl1at 11e had received a me·ssage fro·m 
the· Legis.Iative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly tl1at they had 
pas::>ed the· Bills entitled respectively 
" .. ~11 Act resp·ecting a T·ax on Goods 
I111norte·d i11to Newfoundland," "An 

~ 

Act further to Amend the Revenue 
Act, 1905," "An Act respecting tl1e 
E11co·uragement of Agriculture,'' and 
"An Act Respecting certain Expendi
tures to be made under 'The Loan 
Act, 1923, without amendment." 

Tu.Ir. Speaker informed the . Ho·use 
tl1a.t 11e had received a message from 
tl1e Legislative Council ac.qu.ai11ting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bi'll entitled "An Act Re
specting the Salaries of . Civil Ser
vants," without amendment. 

l\.'lr. Speaker informed tl1e House 
tl1at he had received a message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
tl1(-! House of Assembly that they 11ad 
passed tl1e Amendme·nt made by the 
IIouse of Assembly in and upon tl1e 

· .An1endments sent down by tl1e Legis
~ ative Council in and upon tl1e Bill 
sei1t up from the House of Assembly 
f'ntitled "An Act Respecting tl1e De
partment of Public Printing a11d Sta
tionery," without amendment. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER gave 
notice tl1at he would o·n to-morrow 
a.slr Ie·ave

1 
to introduce a Bill "A11 Act 

Respe·cting the United ':rowns Elec
tric Compan)~, Limited." 

HON. . MINISTER OF FINANCE 
gave notice that he would on to-mor
row ask leave to introduce a Bill "An 
.t\ct for the raising of a sum o·f 
l\Ic)ney by loan on the Credit of tl1e 
Colony for public pu'rposes." 

· Pursuant to order, and on motion 
<)f Ho·n. the Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitle·d "An Act for the Confirmation 
c,f an Agreement between the Govern
r.aertt and The Ga.nder Valley Power 
and Pa.per Company, Limited," was 
read a seco·nd time, and it was o·rder
ed that the said Bill be referre·d to a 

Con1mittee of tl1e Wl1ole House- pres
ently: 

\\
1 bereupon tl1e House resolved it

self into a Committee of the Whole to 
co11sider the Bill entitled "An Act for 
the Confirmation of an Agreement be
t,veen the Government and The Gan
der Valley Power and Paper Com
pan~r, Li111ited." 

1\i1r. Spe.ake·r left the Cl1air. 
1V£r. Puddister took the Chair of 

C~ommittee. 

IION. THE PRIME MINIST'ER: -
1\ilr. Chair1nan, this Bill has already 
been read by secti'ons, and the only 
alteration now is in se·ction 4. (The 
alteration was then read by the Prime 
Mi11ister .) The· adaltlon has been 
111ade to clause 4 because of some 
ti1n·ber areas which the Anglo Nfld. 
Development Co. 11old in the Gander 
section, and the difficulty is now 
bei11g got over by inserting the claus
e8 -: Ii.at I have just read. Those cla.u~

t)s should go in on page 4, after sub
~ection c. of clause 3. 

lVIR HICKMAN:~! would like to • 

ask tl1e Prime Mi11ister if 11e intends 
to t~ring in an amendment to the 
C1rown l...1ands Act, as he suggested. 
doi11g some time ago. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: 
! rn.ay say Mr. Chairman tl1at as we 
are not making any grants at pres
ent it has not been considere·d ne
cessary to introduce any amendment 
to tl1e Act . 

MR. HALF'YARD:-Mr. Chairman, 
I do not wish to bring pressure to 
bear on the Government to grant 
tir11ber areas, but I think that some
thing should be done with r ·egard to 

· our timber lands. I have been lead 
to· believe· that they ca.nnot be sold 
by tender or by auction, .and I would 
lil{e to ask the Hon. Minister of Jus
tice as to whether this is so or not? 

MR. HALF'Y ARD-My 
has been that pressure 
brought · to bear o·n the 

experience 
11as been 
Executive 
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Government to grant timber licenses 
for purely speculative purposes, a·nd 
I 11ave thought that now the new 
Government might be in a position 
to give themselves more authority so 
as to be able· tv dispose of timber lim
its with mo·re adva.ntage to the finan
ces of the country and\1more conveni
ently. I think tl1at Mr. Warren will ·be 
able ot agree with me in what I have 
said. 

I-ION THE MJNISTER OF JusrrICE 
- The position o.f the Government at 
present i1s, muci1 better in that respect 
than it has bee11. I take the· position 
as raised by Mr D·uff with rega.rd to 
acquiring land limits. As tl1e act now 
stands we have considerably n1ore 
freedo 1m of act on than Governn1ents 
of the past have exercised. This Gov
ernment ha.s not made any grants 
since it came into power. 

MR. HALFY .t\RD- The positio·n I 
tool{ was that under tl1e present act 
the Govern1nent could not dispose of 
lands by auctio11. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
- I 'vill give, you a considered answer 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker rest1med tl1e Chair. 
The Cha.irma11 from the Committee 

reported tl1at tl1ey had considered the 
nlatter to, then1 referred, and had 
passed the said B :11 witl1 an amend
ment. 

Wl1eret1pon t11e Bill entitled "An Act 
for the Confirmation of an Agreement 
between the Government and Tl1e 
Ga11der Valley Power and P'aper Co .. , 
Limited'" wars read a tl1ird time, and 
passed, a.nd i.t was o·rdered that th8 
said Bill be, e11gro·ssed, being entitled 
as abo·ve, and tl1at it be sent to the 
Legislative Council w tl1 a message, 
requesting the concurrence of that 
body in its pr0viisions. 

Pursuant to o·rder, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Finance, the 
House r·esolved itself into a Co·mmit
tee of the Whole to consider the Bill 

ent tled "An Act to Amend Chapte1 
10 o.f tl1e Cor1solidated Statutes (3rd 
Series) entitled "Of the Department 
of Finance and C'usto,ms.''' 

- Mr. Speaker left tl1e Chair. 
Mr. P·udd1ister too·k tl1e Cl1air of 

Committee. 

Committee of tl1e Whole 011 Bill to 
amend Capter 10 of the Con's,olidated 
Statutes (Third Series) entitled "Of 
the Departme11t o.f Finance and Cus
toms." 

MR. SCAMMELL-I w·ould like to 
a.sl{ tl1e Finance M nister just what 
tl1js means? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE- It just means that we are go·
ing to have a Deputy· Minister of Cus
toms in1stead of a c :ollector for the 
whole Island. 

HON. THE !-'EADER OF THE OP
POSITION- There w;ill not be any in
crease in the staff? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FIN
ANC'E- No. 

l\1r. Speaker resun1ed the Cl1air. 

The Cl1a,irma:i from the Committee 
reported tl1at tl1ey had considered the 
matter to· them referred, and had pass
ed tl1e sa.id Bill without amendment. 

Where'li,po·n the B·ill e·nt ·tled "An 
Act to Amend Cl1apter 10 of tl1e C·on
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en
titled ''Of the Department of Finance 
and Custo·ms" wa1s read a third time, 
and passed, and it wa.s o·rdered that 
the said Bill be engrossed, being en
titled as above ,and that it be sent to 
the Legislative Council w 1th a mes
sage requesting the concurrence of 
tl1at body i11 itis provisions. 

Pursuant to notice and lea.ve grant
ed, and on motion of Honourable the 
Min1ister of Finance, the Bill entitled 
''An Act Respecting certain ret ·ring 
Allowances" was intro·duced a.nd read 
a. first time, an.cl it was o·rde·red that 
the said B,ill be read a second time 
presently. 



• 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 319 

· . Wl1ereupon, on motion, of Hon. the 
Minister oif Fi11ance the Bill entitled 
"An Act Respecting certain Retir ng 
Allowances" wa8 read a 1second time, 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be referred to a Co·mmittee of the 
Wl1ole I-louse presently. 

Wl1ereupon, on inotio11 of rion. tl1e 
Minister o.f Fir..ance the House resolv
ed itself into a Committee oif the 
Whole to conside~ the Bill ent tied 
"An Act Respecting certain Retiring 
Allowances." 

Mr. Speaker left the Cl1air. 

Mr. Puddister took the Chair 0f 
Committee. 

Mr. Speaker re1sumed tl1e Chair. 
Tl1e Cl1airman from the Committee 

reported tl1at they 11ad co·nsidered 
tl1e matter to• t11em referred, and ha.d 
passed the sairl Bill w thout a111end
ment. 

Wl1ereup·on, on motio11 of Hon. tl1e 
Minister of Finance, the Bill entitled 
"An Act respE~cting certa.in Retiring 
Allowances" was read a third time, 
and passed, and . it was ordered that 
the said Bill be engro·s1sed, be ng en
titled a.s a.bove, and tha_t it be se11t to 
the J_,, egislative Council witl1 a ines
sage requesting the concurrence of 
tl1at bo(ly in it·3 provisions. 

Pl1r.suant to notice and leaire grant
ed, and on motion of Ho·n. the Minis·· 
ter of F ' n '1nce t11e B1ill entitled "An 
A.ct for gra.nti1:.g to· His Ma.je1sty· Cer
tain Sum R of l\1oney for Defraying 
Certain Expenses of the Public Ser
vice for the Financial Years ending 
respect1veJy tl1e 30th day of June, 
1924, and tl1e 30tl1 day of June, 1925, 
:i 11 rl fo·r otl1£~r purpo·ses relating to the 
P11blic Service,n '\Vas introduced a.nd 
read. a first time. and t was o·rdered 
tl1at the sa.id Bill be read :'1 seco110. 
time pre·sently. 

Whereup·on. on motion of f-Iort. -the 
l\1inj1ster of Finance, tl1e Bill entitl(,ct 
"An Act fo·r granting to His Ma.jes~y 
Certa.in Sums of Money f o·r Defrayi11 :~; 

Certain Exp·enses of the Public Ser-

vice fo·r the F ·nancial Years ending 
respectively the 30th day of June, 
1924, and tl1e 30th day of Ju11e, 1925, 
and for other purposes relating to 
the Public Service,'' was read a sec
ond time, and it was ordera<l ttiat the 
said Bill be referred to a Co1n1nitte~ 

of tl1e Whole House preis·ently. 

Wl1ereupo11, o·n motion of Hon. tr1e 
l\1inister of Finance, tl1e Ho11->e resul
ved itself into ft Co1nmittee of the 
Wl1ole to cons 1der the Bill entitled 
"An Act fo·r Granting to His 1\tiaiesty 
Ce·rtain Sums of Money fo·r Defrny
ing Certain Expenses of the Public 
Service for tl1e Financial Years end -
ing respectively the 30th day of June, 
1924, and the 30tl1 day of Ju11e, 1925, 
and for other purp·oses relatin .; to the 
Public Service.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the Cha . .ir. 
Mr. Puddister took tl1e Chair cf 

C'omm ttee. 
l\tlr. Speaker resumed the Cl1ili:.. 
Tl1e Chairman from tl1e Co·r11111jttee 

reported that they 11ad co:isider 1.~d 

tl1e matter to them referred, a.nfl l1ad 
pa.ssed tl1e said Bill witho•ut aJ11~11d -

, 
ment. 

Whereupon, on motion of H Ol.'. tl10 
Minister o.f Finance the Bill entitled 
".An Act for granting to His Majesty 
Certain Sums ·Of Money for Defray
·"ng Certain Expenses of the PubJ~c 

Service for the Financia.1 year·'3 Pnd
ing respectively the 30th day of Ju11e 
1924, and the 30th day of .Tu.nr, J !)Z5, 
and for other purposes relatins- to ~}13 
Public Service," was read a thir 1 ti.m ::, 
and passed, and it was o·rdered tJ1~1t 

tbe said Bill be engrossed, h~in~ e11-

titled as above, and that it be sent to 
tl1e Legislat ·ve Council with a in.es
sage requesting the concurrence of 
tl1at body in its provisions. 

HON, THE PRIME MINISTER- I 
beg leave to reply to· a question c1n 
tl1e Order Paper of Aug. 12, aske<l l)y 
Mr. Hibbs. 

Mo·st o.f the teachers have bee11 paid 
their augmentation in accorda.nce 
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witl1 tl1e requisitions of tl1e 811).) -~rin

tendents, but others have not beer1 
pa d up to date, owing to tl1e peese11t 
grant not bei11g sufficient to meet all 
tl1e de1nand1s in full. An incre~1si;:.fl 

nu1nber of teacl1ers are enti.tled to 
ino·re augmentation owing t() taking 
11igl1er grades and being longer i11 tl1e 
service, tl1e augmentation increasi11g 
every five years of service. Tlt3 ques
tion of supplement ·ng tl1e ~rant. to 
i11eet tl1e annual requiren11.:i.1. ts is at 
present u·nder the consider8,tion of 
t 11e Government. 

It was n1oved and seco·nded tl1at 
-wl1en tl1e Hou·se rises it adjo·t1rn tln til 
to-mo·rrow afternoon at three of tl1e 
clock. 

Tl1e I-louse tl1en adjot1rned accord
ingly. 

FRIDAY, ... i\ug. 15tl1, 1924. 
Tl1e Hb1use met at tl1ree of tl1e clock 

in the afternoon~ pursuant to adjourn-
1nent. 

MR. WARREN- Mr. Speaker, I a1sk 
leave to present a petition to tl1e 
House wl1ich iPi of more th'1!1 us11dl 
jmpo·rtance. Tl1e petition waa tele-, 

grapl1ed to 1ne and this is tl1~ first 
t me in 1ny experience in tl1e House 
tl1at I ha.ve even kno·wn a petit.1c11 to 
be telegraphed here. Tl1e p·etiti'on. is 
from tl1e residents of Pass f81un:l ir1 
the District of Fortune Ba.y and tl11.; 
petitioners ask tl1at the Telt7grapl1 
Office tl1ere be removed to a n1or~) 

co·nvenient place. , 1 n1 "ght sa)r t11at 

tl1e station, which is connec~e1l "vjtl1 
t'11e J'1ain land by 'vireless, was p11t 
tl1ere about eigl1teen months ag1_). ...\t 
the time ·of it1s erectio·n it was st1p
pose(l that tl1e 11igl1er up it "ras put 
tl1e better effic)ency would be t11e r<~ -

. sult. Instead it 11as been founJ to 11e 

abso·lutely inaccess ble and the petit
ioners ask to have it remo·ved to a 
more convenient and accessible spot 
so that peo·ple will not 11ave to· go to 
tl1eir neckls ii1 snow i11 winter time 
to1 reach it. · I ask that the p·etition 

be referred to tl1e Minister of Pos~s 
a11d Telegrapl1s for considerat "on. . ' 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
rr ARY :-Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay 
upon the table of the House an · an
swer to question 8 on the Order 
Paper of July 29th. 

HON .THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay 
upo11 the table of the House the Re
port of the Select C~mmittee on Bill 
"A11 Act to authorize the Montreal 
Trust Company to do business in the 
Colo11y of Newfoundla11d," as fol
lows:-

House of Assembly, 
August 15th, 1924. 

Tl1e Select Committee appointed to 
consider the Bill sent down from. the 
Legislative Council entitled "An Act 
to autl1orize the Montreal Trust Com
pany to do business in the Colony of 
Newfoundland," beg to submit the 
anenxed Bill, and recommend its 
adoption. 

Tl1e Committee would point out 
tl1at tl1rough possible inadvertence, 
tl1e ii1itial procedure is not in strict 
accordance with the rules respecting 
sucl1 Bills. 

(Sgd.) W. S. MONROE. 
W. J. HIGGINS. 
W. R. WARREN. 
A. E. HICKMAN. 
F. GORDON .BRADLEY . . 

011 motion this Report was received 
ai1d adopted. 

On motio11 of Hon. the Minister of 
Justice, the House resolved itself in
to a Committee of the Whole to con
sider the Bill ei1titled "An Act to Au
tl1orize the Montreal Trust Company 
to do Business in the Colony of New
foundland." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
I 

.Mr. Puddester took the Chair of 
Committee. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :-Mr.· Chairman, In regard to 
this ·Bill I might say ·for the infor-
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mation of honourale members that 
the Select Committee recommended 
tl1e adoption. of the Bill as it stands 
in the sense that all it does is that 
it clarifies the position of the Com
pany. Under the Charter of Incor
poration of the Montreal Trust Com
pany doubt ~as raised a.s to whether 
tl1e Bond of the Company was suffi
cient security, and this Bill is simply 
bringing their powers into conformity 
with the powers that other Compan
ies got here now. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The Cl1airman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
pasesd the said Bill without amend
ment. 

Whereupon, on motion of Hon. the 
Minister of Justice, the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Authorize the Montreal 
Trust Company to do Business in 
the Colony . of Newfoundland" was 
read a third time and passed, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be en
grossed, being entitled as above, and 
that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a message acquainting· 
that body ·that the said Bill had been 
agreed to without amendment. 

Pursuant to notice and leave gra11t
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime 
Minister, the Bill entitled "An Act 
Respecting the United Towns Electric 
Company, Limited," was introduced 
and read a first time, and it was or
dered that the said Bill be read a 
second time later. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Ho11 .the Mi11-
ister of Finance, the Bill entitled 
"An Act for raising a sum of money 
by loan up·on the credit of the Col-
011y for public purposes,'' was intro
duced and read a first time, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be read 
a second time later. 

HON. J. J. LONG gave notice of 
question~ 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 

(1) MR. SCAMMELL asked Hon. the 
Mi11ister of Posts and Telegraphs: 
(a) Who is the present Telegraph 
Operator at Westport, White Bay, and 
what salary is being paid this Opera
tor and if any increase in salary has 
recently been made this Operator; 
(2) Who is the Marconi Operator at 
Westport and what salary is being 
paid him. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF POSTS: 
-In reply, I beg to say that Mr. Her
man L. Pearce is the operator, he 
receives a salary of $40.00 per month. 
No increase has been made recently; 
he also received "Tireless messages. 

(2) MR. HIBBS asked Hon. the 
Minister of Finance and Customs to 
table a statement naming the persons 
who obtained guarantees for fishery 
supplies in 1921. The amount each 
obtained and the amount each paid 
tl1e Assessor on account of same to 
date. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE·:- . 
I beg to inform the hon. member that 
tl1e answer is being prepared. 

HON THE PRIME MINISTER-Mr. 
Speaker, in moving the adjournment 
of the House I beg to suggest that 
we rise and meet again at 8 o'clock 
this evening. There are two or three 
matters which are not ready for us to 
proceed with, and we would like to 
have an opportunity to prepare and 
discuss them before placing them be
fore the House. I would therefore 
propose that we rise and meet again 
at 8 p.m. 

MR. HICKMAN-:Mr. Speaker: I 
would like to ask the Prime Minister 
as to when he proposes to close the 
House? 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
am hoping if at all possible to get 
through with all legislation by to
morrow night. 

MR. ASHBOURNE-Mr. Speaker: I 
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would like to say that I have been 
notified that there is a meeting of the 
Fisheries Board at 8 o'clock this even
ing, and I would like to attend same, 
and I would not like to be absent from 
the House during the sitting. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-I 
should imagine that the business of 
the House would ,be of more import
ance than the meeting of the Fisher
ies Board. I thinl{ however that Cap
tain Winsor will agree to postpone
ment of the ineeting of the Fisheries 
Board. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF MARINE 
& FIS•HERIES-Mr. Speaker: I may 
say that the meeting of the Fisheries 
Board is an important one, and we 
have been trying to have a meeting for 
some time. I however agree to have 
the meeting postponed. 

(The House arose at 5.40 to meet 
again at 8 p.m.) 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair at 
8 p.m. 

On motion of Hon. the Minister of 
Finance, and with the consent of the 
House, the Hot1se resolved itself into 
a Committee of the Whole to consider 
certain Resolutions respecting the 
raising of a Loan on the credit of the 
Colony for Public Purposes in sub
stitution of the Loan Bill, introduced 
at the earlier sitting. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 
Committee. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ON 
LOAN RESOLUTIONS. 

H'ON THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
-Mr. Chairman, at first glance the 
decision of the Government to raise 
a loan of the amount stated in this 
Bill might he cause for apprehension. 
When the party headed by Mr. Monroe 
went before the country in the spring 
of the present year its Manifesto pro
mised that if given power his Govern
ment would undertake to intr·oduce 
some constructive policy that would 

be the means of giving employment to 

the people and at tlie same time bring 

revenue into the country. Mention 

was also made of the p·ossibility of the 
development of the tourist traffic. Af
ter the most careful consideration the 
Government has decided to embark on 
a policy of tourist traffic develope
ment which it thinks will be tl1e 
means of carrying out the pro1nises of 
the Government to a large extent in 
three directions namely: by giving 
considerable employment to the peo
ple, considerable revenue to the coun
try and necessarily, of course carry
ing out at the same time the promise 
inade with regard to the tourist traf
fic. Of course all the money which we 
propose to raise in the present loan 
is not directly or some of it even in
directly for the benefit of the tourist 
traffic. More than one quarter of the 
total of the proposed loan is to meet 
the amot1nt of the deficit left to us by 
the past administrations which have 
been in power recently. This sum of 
$1,600,000 deficit is due, or so I attri
tiute it, to the fact that tl1e duty was 

~ 

taken, illegally as has been said be-
fore, off flour, pork, beef and molasses, 
kerosene and gasoline. I would have 
the hon. members remember in the 
del•ate on this bill that we are 
not responsible for this deficit and 
that we regret just as much as mem
bers opposite the necessity of raising 
money to pay it. Deficits must be 
paid, 11owever, and we have included 
tl1is one in the present resolutions 
now before the Chair. 

The second item on the resolutions 
is the sum of two million dollars for 
the t uilding of roads and highways. 
In the opening remarks of my speech 
in the introduction of this Bill, I re
ferred to the developement of the 
tourist traffic. This amount, as the 
hon. in.embers, I feel sure already 
know, is essentially for this develop-
1nent and they can prepare their cri
ticism for or against this measure 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 323 

along these lines. Everyone of course 

in this House is only too delighted to 
see something done in this direction. 
But yet we will hear a large amount 
of criticism because we intend to use 
such a big sum of money for this pur
pose. Now it is tmpossible to get 
tourists to this country unless we h~ve 
the attractions and accommodations to 
offer them. With regard to the first 
I think that I can safely say that we 
have the attractions to offer. We have 
attractions just as good as, if not bet
ter than, any offered by any ,other 
country in the world that is trying to 
develop a tourist traffic. The salmon 
and trout in our rivers offer the best 
sport that can 1be enjoyed. It has been 
truly said that ·our country is the 
Norway of the New World. With re
gard to the second, and I class roads 
as accommodations, I think that we 
have yet to make some improvements 
before we will have what we can call 
first class accommodations. The 
money which we have allocated for 
this purpose is to be devoted to the 
improvement of the highways which 
we now have by widening and improv
ing them and straightening them and 
where necessary for the making of a 
continuous drive new roads will be 
built. Wherever possible the old roads 
wl1ich we are using now will be uti
lised. I may assure the House in this 
connection that the Government will 
endeavour to obtain the advise of the 
Board of Trade, the Rotary Club, the 
Motor Association and everyone else 
that we tl1ink will be able to offer 
good advise for the spending of this 
money and it is hoped that when the 
roads have been improved, as we hope 
to improve them, and a hotel company 
11as built a chain of hotels through·out 
the country, we will be in the market 
for the best class of tourist traffic ob
tainable and we will have the goods 
to offer. 

The next ite1n is one of tl1ree 11un
dred and fifty thousand dollars foi· 
the purcha~~ 9f Rolling Stock fo,r the 

Go1vernn1ent Railway. Because of the 
traffic tl1at 11as been going o,ver the 
railway during the past season much 
of the stock has become very delapi
dated and requ.ires to be replaced. 
Some of the money in this vote will 
be used for this. It is also, necessary 
to purchase an increased number o,f 
fiat cars, etc., for the accommoda-
tion or· the ·ncreased traffic. It may 
also be seen , fit to put more up-to .. -
date Pullman cars on the rail for the 
acco111modation of passengers. These 
are tl1e needs of this vote o,f three 
11undred and fifty tl1ousancl dollars. 
Tl1e next is a V·Ote of fo,ur hundrefl 
t11ousand dollar1s for tl1e purchase of 
a new steamer for tl1e Gulf of St. 
L.awrence, or the Cabot Strait, or 
'\Vl1atever it is tl1e custo·m to call tl1at 
narrow strip of sea. The Kyle, as 
inany Hon. gentlemen will kno·w, is 
entirely unsuitable for this wo·rlr. 
Sl1e is too small and because of the 
great number of pas1sengers which 
sl1e 11as to bri11g s often dirty and 
u11wl1olesome. She con1es over fron1 
Cape Breto·n every nigl1t \Vitl1 from 
two 11undred to two hundred and :fift-y
passengers anc1 has acco,1nmodation 
at tl1e n1ost fo·r ninety. This is, of 
course, one of tl1e eissential links 
which joins Newfoundland to, the 
i11ain land and if we are to 11ave :i, 

tourist traffic developed this is one of 
the first matters that must be attend
ed to. 

T'he next item ·s tl1e vote of fifty 
thousand dollars for tl1e repair o.f tl1e 
do·ck. This, a.s Hon. gentlemen know, 
is very neceissary for the safety and 
accommodation of tl1e sl1ips whic!1 
con1e into the dock for repairs. Tl18 
next is tl1e st11n of one hundred anti 
twenty-five thousand dollars as tl1e 
cost oif buildin.g sheds and inaking r2-
pairs to the pier at the Station. These 
propo1sed new sheds are necessary 
for the pro,per handling of fre g11t 
bro,ugl1t in here by tl1e coastal boats 
and the tra.ins. It is also, proposell 
in the co1urse of repairing the pier 
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to remove the old ship "Desola" from 

the 11arbor and try to make it more 

convenient for sl1ips coming in and 

out. 

Fifty thousand do·llars is to be de
voted to the purchruse of new ma
chinery for the machine shops. Th· s 
is a mat.ter whicl1 needed to be attend
ed to for a long time. The machinery 
up : there has become, with the passing 
of time, o·bs·olete and is no·w not able 
to handle and do properly the worl{ 
which co·mes into the shops. The next 
iten1 is seventy-five tl1ou1sand dollars 
for the completion of buildings and 
stat ·ons o.f the railway. There have 
be·en new stations started lately alo11g 
the line and it is i1ecessary tl1at pro·· 
per accommodation be provided for 
passengers. It ha1s been decided bv .. 
tl1e Government to rerail tl1e ro·ad 
from 11ere to Clarenville, a distance 
of o·ne hundrecl and thirty-one mile;;:;, 
with eigl1ty-pound rails. Tl1ere is a 
vote here for tl1e purpose of purcl1as-

• 

ing tl1e ra ls and paying for tl1e labor 
of eigl1t 11u11drecl thousand dollars. 
TJ1e next item is one of fifty tl1ot1sand 
clollaris fo·r tl1e completion of bridges 
and filling in of old trestles on tl1'3 
railway. 'fl1is is a matter whicl1 tl1e 
Gover11ment E11gineer thinks neces
sary. The last item is five hundred 
tl1ousand dollars fo·r tl1e 1estin11a.ted 
cost of construct · on of a plant for 
co·al and fuel at St. John's, West. Tl1e 
Government proposes to build a co·al
ing station for the steamers "\\rl1icl1 
come into St. Jol1n's. It nlay also be 
necessary to provide oil fuel ·as 'vell. 
Tl1at is tl1e completed list of item::; 
'vhich go to mal{e up tl1e proposecj 
loan. It i1s provided, as Hon. mem
bers can see, tl1at if tl1ere are a11y 
balances left over after the works 
outlined in tl1is B 11 have been co·m-

• 

pl eted they can be used as is most 
convenient :o,r any other purpose 
tl1at the Government may tl1ink fit. 
In conclusio1_1, Mr. Cha.irman, I may 
say tl1at the Government has decided 

tl1at it will i10t be necessar t I' Y 0 pay 
any more than five per cent. · for tl1is 
loan and we 'vill not go above this 
figure for this n:o·ney wh.ich we pro
pose to raise. 

I-ION. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITION :-Ho,w much will the coal 
co11tracts for the Dock amount to? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
... L\.bout 50,000 tons, but I think that 
"ritl1 improved f.acilities lar·ger q uan
tities C·an be landed the·re. Tl1ere is 
no question in my mind that tl1e 
Doflk c.an be made a paying proposi
tio11. The conditions of the Dock, 
the pier:s and she·ds is deplorable and 
n1ust be attended to at once if a dis
.aster is to be avoided. Rep:orts we 
have had fro·m the Gover11ment En
r;ine·er, the Dock Ma.n.agement and 
other competent author1ties go to 
show that these facilities are in a 
very poor condition as any observant 
person can see for himself by w.alk
ing around there. Rep·airs to tl1e 
Dock are essential and I think it can 
be so arranged that ships such as 
ina11y wh.ich could not before be 
l1andled for re·pairs will be attended 
to. Much wor·k is being lost at pres
e11t, hence· the need of improved ma
chinery, etc. The sunken steamer 
near the do·ck pier is a me·nace and 
ml1st be removed and the whole place 
put in order for the safe· handling of 
sl1ipping. 

IvIR. GRIMES :L-Will that cover 
su 1:h ship·s as the Metagama. 

HON. MINIST'ER OF FINANCE:
No, but smaller sl1ips. As to .a ship 
to replace the Kyle on the Straits, 
eve·ryo·ne knows th.at she· is unsuitable 
and i.s often 'rery much overcrowded. 
V\re must have an up-to-d.ate ship for 
the encour.agement of tourist traffic 
and therefore the· Gove.rnme·nt is ask
ing for this loan of $400,000 to get a 
ne.w steamer. In connection witl1 
this traffic we must also· have im
proved stations at Corn.er Brook, 
Deer Lake and other points to accom-

• 
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n1odate the1 increased number of trav
ellers. The Government hop.es by the 
adoption of a sound p·olicy in this di
rection including good roads, better 
hotel a.ccommo·dation etc. to make 
Newfoundland t·he1 favorite resort of 
t11e tourist from all parts of tl1e 
·\\rorld . I am in f.avo·r of this expe1n
(liture, Mr. Cha.i:rman, and I therefore 
n1ove the adoption of these resolu
tions. 

JION. THE LEADER OF T'HE OP
POSITION-. Mr. Chairman, I beg 
leave to move that at this stage the 
C~ornmittee rise so as to give members 
a11 opp·o·rtunity to study the various 
ite1ns contained in the·se resolutions. 
A loan of six millions is appalling 
and should not be dealt with too has
til~r. 

I-ION. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
1Vlr. Ch.airman, I have much plea.sure 
in ~tcceding to the request of the Hon. 
Leader of the Op1position and might 
state that it is with much regret that 
we find ourselves compel.led to .ask 
for this loan.. But one-quarter of the 
amount is due to the deficit left us 
by tl1e last Government. I fully ap
prc~i·ate the importance of giving 
st11d)1 and attention to such a . matter 
a'!ld would say th.at it is not the in
tention of the Government to raise the 
full amount of this loa.n at once. 
l)erhaps not more th.an thr·ee· or four 
ir1iilions will be ne·eded the first year 
b\1t a.s far as the building of highways 
is at questio·n we ha.ve to consider it 
a11d establish a de·finite policy from 
tl1e beginning. Where and just · how 
tl1e)'" are to be constructed must be 
giver1 close study and we hope to en
list the aid o·f the Gove·rnment Engin
eer, who· will probably be in charge 
of tl1e programme-the Board of 
Trade, Rotary Club, Game Board and 
~11 otl1ers who ca.n give assistance a.nd 
advice. As to the providing of hotels 
we hope this will be arranged for 
witl1out financial help from the Gov
ern1nent but it has to be taken right 

a.w.ay so that we m.ay have a definite 
scheme prepared before· beginning ac
tice work~ 

l'/.IR. WARREN:-Mr. Chairman, I 
wo11ld like to a.sk a few· que·stions. . I 
11otice that thi:s loan calls for about 
i 1nillio·ns to be sp·e,nt in connectio1n 
with the r.ai.lroad and would like to 
ltnow if any arrangements have been 
l.r1ade as to outside cap·italists ta.king 
It ove·r. When I w.as i:n Lo·ndon at-
1 .. ending the· Imperial Co·nference I 
had conve1rs.ation with se·veral p·arties 
who were, willing to consider taking 
over the op-e·ration o·f it. 

IlON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
Mr. Chairman, in reply I may say that 
tl1e r.ailroad as it stands cannot pos
sibly be expected to sell but in an im
proved con·dition it m.ay be saleab,le . 
Nobody wants it in its present state. 
J.i..,or my part I have always thought 
we vrould be better off if there we.re 
110 i·ailroad and that we should have 
had good highways. Th.e· dock and 
n1acl1ine sl1o·ps might poss,i:bly be 
saleuble.._asi a matter of fact we have 
had offers for them but I could not 
tl1ink of sep.arating them from the 
railroad. To do so I think would be 
B great mistake. At prese·nt it would 
l1ardly p.ay a ma.n''·s p·ass.age to go 
~tlJroad to se,11 the railway. 

i\IR. WARREN:-! am not so much 
concerned in the ope·r.ation of the 
road as in the cost o.f it. The Budget 
Speec}l says it shows a balance of 
$300,000 and i·n Engl.a.nd I was in 
touch with people who were inter
ested in ta.king it over. 

l\1r. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The ch.airm.an from the Committee 
repc•rted th.at the.y had conside·red the 
n1atter to them referred, had made 
some progress and asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

•1n. motion this report w.as received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 
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It was moved and se:conde·d that 
when the House rises it adjo·urn un
til · Mo·nd.ay a,fternoon ne·xt at three 
of the· clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
iLgly. 

MONDAY, August 18th, 1924. 
Tl1e Ho·use met at thre·e· o.f the 

clock in the afternoon pursuant to 
.adjournme·nt. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
TARY :-Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay on 
the table of the House the Report of 
the Newfoundland Patriotic Associa
tion for 1923. 

I\1R. POWER:-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
lea,1 e to· present a petition from the 
people of Sandy Polnt in the Dis
trict of St. George's for the con
str11ction of a breakwater in th.at 
place. 

l-ION .. THE MINISTER OF JUS
rrIC~E :-Mr. Speake·r, I beg le.ave to 
present a petitio1n fr·om a large num
be,r of residents of the East End re
questing th.at the roch crusher be re
moved. I would like for this matter 
to be referr·ed to the Co,lonial Secre
tary. In p1re.senting this petition I 
beg to· g1i:v·e same my heartiest sup
port. 

ANSWERS TO QUEST'IONS·. 
HON. J. J. LONG:-! be·g leave to 

ask the Hon. Minister of Agriculture 
& Mine·s what are the water power 
co11ce·ssio·ns alr'eady gra.nted in the 
peninsula of Avalon, to the Hon. J. J. 
Murphy or his corpora.tion, or the 
lJnited· To.wns Electric Co. Ltd. 

IION. THE MINISTER OF AGRI
CULTURE & MINES:-Mr. Speaker·, I 
beg leave. to· lay 0 1n the table of the 
House the answer to that que.stion. 

1\1.r. Speaker informed the House 
that' h.e had received a message from 
the Legislative· Council acqua.inting 
the House of Assembly th.at they had 
passed the Bills sent UP· entitled r·e
spectively, "An Act Respe,cting Cer-

tain Retiring Allo,wances;'' and "An 
fl.ct fo·r Granting to Hi:s Ma.je·sty Cer
tain sums of Money for Defr·aying 
Certain Expenses of the Public Se·r
vice for the Fina.ncial Ye!a.r.s ending 
re·spectively the 30th day of June, 
1924,, .and the 30th day of June, 1925, 
and fo.r .othe,r p·urposes relating to 
the Public Service," W1ithout amend
ment. 

Mr. Speaker· informed the House 
that he ha.d received a message from 
the L·egisJativ·e Co·uncil a,cquainting 
tl1e Ho·use1 of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bills sent up entitled re
spectively "An Act to Amend 3, Geo. 
V., Cap. 14, entitled "Ari Act Re
spectlng the· Co·nstruction of a Rail
,,,.ay through Labrador," and "An Act 
to Amend Chapter 73 of the Consoli
dated Statute1s (Third Series) e·ntit
led ''Of the Dis em barking of Paup
ers/' W'itho·ut ame·ndment. 

Mr. Speaker ~nformed the House 
that he had received a messa.ge from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of A~sembly that they had 
pasis.ed the Bill sent up, entitled "An 
Act Respecting Alcoholic Liqu.ors" 
with so·me amendme11ts, in whicl1 they 
request the concurrence o·f the I-Io·use 
of Assembly. 

On mot.ion of Hon. tl1e Minister of 
Just ·ce, the sa,id amendments were 
read a first time, and it was ordered 
that they be read a second time pres
ently. 

Whereupon the said Amendments 
were read a second time, and a.greed 
to, a.ncl it was ordered that a messaga 
be sent to the Legislative Co·uncil ac
quainting that body that the said 
amendments had been agreed to with-
out amendment. 

Mr. Speaker info·rmed the House 
that he had received a me.ssa.ge fro·n'! 
the Legiislative Co.unc 1, acquaintin~ 

the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act to Amend Chapted 10 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en
titled "Of the Department o·f Finance 
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and Customs'' with some amendments 
in which they· request the co,ncurrence 
of tl1e House of Assembly. 

On motion of Hon. the Minister of 
Justice the said amendments were 
read a first time, and it was ordered 
that they be read a second time pres
ently. 

Wl1ereupon the said amendments 
were read a. second time and agreed 
to, and it was ordered that a message 
be ,sent to· the Legislative Council ac
quainting tl1at body that the ~- ~id am
cnd1nents had bee11 agreed to, witl1out 
n111endn1en t. 

MR. WARREN:-The motion, Mr. 
Speaker, which I propose is some
wl1at unusual, but I fear that this is 
the last opportunity that I may have 
to speak on this subject. I move that 
the Bill relating to alcoholic 
liquors be laid aside. I do this 
because this is the last occasion, as . 
I have just said, that I will have of 
replying to the speech of the Leader 
of · the Government i11 the Upper 
House upo11 this particular Bill. 
There are some occasions upon which 
I can sit down and liste11 to various 
criticisms of me while I was leader 
of the Government and while I was a 
memller of the Squires Government; 
but 011 this occasion I am not going 
to sit down and take unprovoked and 
untrue criticism such as was deliver
ed by the Leader of the Government 
in the Upper House. When that Bill 
came before the House it was treat
ed 011 its merits. There were no par
ty lines at all. The Prime Minister, 
in his speech in introducing this Bill 
did not in one single instance sa.y one 
thing that might pertain to party 
feelings or was along party lines. 
There was no suggestion of anything 
of this kind when this was placed 
before the House. Then the Leader 
of the Government in the Upper 
House comes along with this uncalled 
for attack. Certain things were done 
during the last four or five years, and 

the appeal for support for this Bill is 
on the ground that it is different than 
that done since 1919 and therefore we 
want to do something else. There is 
no justification for this measure if it 
is just because the Monroe Govern
me11t wants to do somethi11g else. 
This Bill was taken on its merits. 
For anything that took place during 
the reign of the Government of Sir 
Richard Squires, I am prepared to 
take full responsibility. And for any
thing which went on during the ad
ministration of the Government of 
which I was Leader, I am also pre
pared to take full responsibility, pro
vided al ways I knew of it. I do not 
want to go beyond 1919. There is no 
reason for that. The Minister of Jus
tice said in his speech that the lid 
was off since . 1919. The Minister of 
Finance said that Sir Edward Mor
ris and Sir Michael Cashin tried to 
eriforce the law. I do not find any 
justification for complaint in connec
tion with matters discussed or state
ments made in debate in this House, 
but I do find fault with a carefully 
prepared, reasoned speech such as de
livered by the Leader of the Govern
ment in the Upper House. I may say 
that I did not see this speech until 
after the House last met. Since then 
I have read the second installment in 
the Daily News described as the offi
cial sy11opsis. I do not know . why 
it is necessary to accuse the Squires 
Government and those connected with 
it, Sir William Coaker, Sir Richard 
Squires and myself as Attorney Gen
eral, in order to boltser up this Bill. 
I treated the Bill on its merits. I 
voted for it. I signed the report and 
assisted to some extent in making the 
Bill as workable as possible, but af
ter that carefully prepared ,reasoned 
speech of the Leader of the Govern
ment in the Upper House, it can go 
to the four winds as far as I am con
cerned. It is very unusual for a man 
of Mr. Morine·'s type to read a pre
pared speech. But Mr. Morine's 
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speech was read and carefully pre
pared and carefully thought out. I 
suppose that will be published in all 
the local papers .and also sent to 
some of the foreign papers for pub
lication. I dare say that it may also 
be published in pamphlet form be.fore 
very long. Now there are certain 
particular statements contained in 
the speech of the Leader of the Gov
ernment in the Upper House to which 
I take particular exception. They 
concern the Government of Sir Rich
ard Squires to which I had the ho11or 
to belong, and also to the Government 
which I controlled for a short period. 
The first statement to which I take 
exception is the following: 

(Reads from the speech delivered 
by Mr. Morine in the Upper House.) 

There is no refe·rence to the Leader 
of the Government there, so I presume 
that the learned Leader of the Gov
ernment in the Uppe·r House meant 
all previous Governments. The sec
ond item I take exception to is this: 

(Reads from Speech of Mr. Morine). 

That is pretty strange language. 
Either the Leader of the Government 
in the Upper House does not know 
what he is talking about, or he is 
deliberately using language of this 
sort. For his information I can say 
that the Revenue Act was not alter
ed by the Squir·es Governm~nt. It 
was done during the last session 
while I was Prime Minister. When 
I became Prime Minister, I found 
that it was the practice to ship liquor 
to this Colony and then ship it to St. 
Pierre from whence it was run to the 
United States. The Colony got no
thing out of it. All that was neces
sary was that a bond be signed by 
some responsible person that the 
liq ti or would be delivered to its des
tination. Thousands of cases of 
liquor were coming in and going out 
in this manner and the Colony was 
getting nothing. Uder the present 
Act the Government of Newfoundland 

collects 75c. per gallon on whiskey, 
and it is breaking no principle to 
collect this, or to have made the Act 
as it is, because whiskey and other 
liquor would come in for tranship
ment anyway. For this reason the11 
we . altered the law, we were break
ing no agreement, and we are not 
making ourselves criminals or boot
leggers, or doing anything that we 
need be ashamed of. If you want to 
find the beginning of this bootlegging 
or these criminal doings you can 
go over to England or Glasgow where 
tl1e distillers are making the liquor 
simply for running into the United 
States, and I told them that at the 
Imperial Conference when the mat
ter of the twelve mile limit came up. 

The next statement which I con
sider offensive is the following: 

(Reads). 

There are only two members in this 
House to whom this can apply. Mr. 
Half yard and myself. For Mr. Mor
ine's information I will say that the 
Squire·s Government received a peti
tion signed by twe~ty-one thot1sa11d 
people asking for something to be 
done with the Act. 

Notice was given of the Bill. I think 
that it passed the second reading. I 
don't know what the reason for post
ponement was. But I do not see ''Thait 
reason Mr. Morine has for making 
statements like that about the Squir·es 
Government. The next paragraph to 
which I take exception is really an 
attack on Sir William Coaker. If the· 
Hon. Leader of the. Government in 
the Upper House wishes to galvanize 
Sir William Coaker into life he can 
go ahead and do it. The paragraph 
is this: 

(Reads.) 

I hold no brief for Sir William 
Coaker but I do hold one for myself, 
and I am not going to stand for this 
kind of stuff. He said that Sir Wil
liam Coaker controlled the Govern
ment of that time. I do not think that 
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he controlled me at any rate. I think 
that any one who reviews my action 
during the last four or five_ years will 
agree with me when I say that if I 
decided on a line of action I took it. 
But what I object to are the remarks . 
about the Government "rhich Sir Wil-
liam Coaker controlled. 

(Reads.) 

I will speak about the matter of 
the Flat Island moonshiners later. No. 
5 paragraph to which I take excep
tion is the following: 

(Reads.) 

If Mr. Morine thinks that he can 
anathematise all the· members of re
cent Governments in connection with 
the prohibition problem he is mistak
en. I was a member of the Select 
Committee, and I am lead to believe 
that what Doctor Darby said is true 
when he stated that Mr. Morine had 
been heard to say the Act was a per
fectly good one if it had teeth put 
in it. The next paragraph I take ex
ception to is: 

(Reads.) 

Mr. Morine says that. At that time 
tl1e Corn wall was. sent down to Flat 
Islands to arrest men for moonshin
ing and riot, and ·rigl1tly so. Mr. Mo
rine was in control of the Depart-
1nen t of Justice then. At tl1e same 
time a prominent man (I will not 
mention any names) gave an order 
for liquor withou·t prescription and 
got it. Was not Mr. Morine playing 
fast and loose. with the prohibition 
law? The san1e thing . was the source 
of trouble with the Flat Islanders. 
They were getting liquor without 
prescription. After the election of 
that year I became Attorne.y General. 
I was asked if the Flat Islanders had 
broken the law. I advised no. It 
was merely against the spirit of the 
Act and not against the letter. Any
"'Tay the Cornwall was sent dow11 to 
Flat Islands by Mr. Morine while 
he was Minister of Justice to enforce 

the law. After the men were brought 
here they were· n1.arch,.ed through 
Water Street and finally taken to the 
Police Court, where they were ar
raigned. The resul·t was that they 
lost their whole summer's fishing and 
their wives and families had to suf
fer. My position as a member of the 
Executive Government was that the 
men had learned their lesson and that 
they should be released. Ahd ~e 

\ 

did release them. And the reason 
that we released them was that we 
did not intend to have one law for the 
influential and another law for the 
poor. Tl1ese men were handcuffed 
and dragged through the streets of 
St~ John's and had learned their les
son. Now last year when a certain 
politician of Bonavista Bay, I refer 
to Capt. Jesse Winsor, was arrested 
and sentenced to . six months' impris
onment for the very same reason, 
11amely, for defying the law, why did 
Mr. Morine ha wk a petition for his 
release through the Board of Trade 
Rooms, supporting it and doing his 
best to obtain Capt. Wins or's release? 
And still Mr. Morine speaks as he 
did when we released the men from 
Flat Islands for doing the very same 
thing from the punishment of which 
he did his utmost to get Mr. Winsor 
released, and he succeeded. This 
man who speaks thus \Vas the same 
Mr. Morine who got Jesse Winsor out 
of jail. 

The next one is this. 

(Reads.) 

Mr. Morine says that lVIr. Meaney 
was appointed to the Controllership 
secretly. When Mr. Meaney was ap
pointed Acting Controller there was 
a vacancy in the department because 
of the death of Mr. Devereaux, an.d 
the Government appoi11ted Mr. Meaney. 
He had left a good position in the 
Post O·ffice to stand as a candidate in 
Harbor Main and when the position 
\Vas left vacant he was appointed to 
it. It was a political appointment 
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and always had been, and Mr. Meaney 
had served his party and so received 
the appointment. Mr. Morine was 
n.ever considered as a nominee for 
the Executive Government. Was not 
that done secretly? 

Mr. Meaney was appointed full Con
troller, and it was n·ot known until 
after the election. That is what Mr. 
Morine thinks is a shocking crime. 
But he has not told us that a man 
cannot ·be secretely appointed con
troller. If it is a sin to nominate a man 
to a position secretely that will have 
to come out afterwards what is the 
difference between that and his own 
appointment. Did anyone know that 

·Mr. Morine was going to be Leader of 
the Upper House before the election. 

. 

If it was a crime to appoint Mr. 
Meaney to the Controller, what is 
wrong with the appointment of Mr. 
Morine in the Upper House. We are 
tarred with the same brush. If I act
ed wrongly, and at the same time I 
am not saying there are no charges 
against Mr. Meaney, but if it was 
wrong to appoint a man to a position 
after the election and keep it secret 
during the election, then Mr. Morine 
falls under the same ban as Mr. 
Meaney. He is not in partnership 
with criminals now. Why? Because 
Mr. Morine believes in modified pro
hibition. If he was against prohibi
tion he would be in partnership and in 
league with criminals. Because this 
Colony does not believe in prohibition, 
therefore it is legal to act in conjunc
tion with rum.-runners and boot-leg
gers of the United States. I never 
was in favour of prohib.ition. I voted 
against it and when I came into pow
er in 1919 I found an Act which I 
could not carry out but which I did 
my best to carry out. But as I said 
the question was raised at the Imper
ial Conference, the question of the 12 
mile limit, when I was in England, 
and I took the same position then and 
I told them to their faces that it was 
all very well to call us bootleggers 

and rum-runners but the real boot
leggers were the wealthy people in 
the Old Country, who made the stuff 
and sent it here and collected the pro
fits on it. These people over at the 
Conference were grieved because I 
made a res·olution for a 12 mile limit 
instead of three. 

(Reads from .. Mr. Morine's Speech, 
"WE no longer profess Prohibition 
principles.") 

Therefore this country has decided 
to give a bottle a day. Therefore it is 
legal to bootleg and rum-run in con
junction with the United States. 
Therefore it is legal to ship rum to 
the United States. Why we had a duty 
on rum and on wines. What has hap
pened since Morine has got in the Gov
ernment? But I would not get up here 
to attack those who are doing the 
same thing. What has Mr. Morine done 
since he has been in the Government? 
N·ot satisfied with the amount of liquor 
running into the United States, he has 
lowered the amount of duty so that he 
can do a bigger business. He has 
brought it down to 50 cents a gallon. 

Mr. Morine according to statements, 
as the Leader of the Government in 
the Upper House, said that we should 
raise the issue above party lines. And 
the only man to put this Bill on party 
lines is the gentleman who has told 
us so forcibly that the Bill could not 
be enforced and then blames proceed
ing administrations for not enforcing 
it. 

Sir, I am moving this motion 
because of Mr. Morine's carefully 
thought out speech in favour of the 
Bill, and I don't propose to sit down 
and take this sort of thing from the 
Leader of the Government in the Up
per House, such unjustifiable, uncall
ed for and unprovoked attacks made 
by a man who is regarded as a sen
sible thinker and a sensible politician. 
If the idea is to go around with a rake 
and rake up all the muck he can think 
of and confine it to the last 
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four years he better look out. He 

forgets that he is not talking as if he 

made this speech to a Benovolent In
stitution where no reply can be made. 
He is making it in one of the Cham
ber of this Parliament and as long as 
I am in this Lower House I am ready 
to reply to anything brought up 
against me. Talking of Prohibition 
makes me remember the old proverb 
that good wine needs no bush. This 
Bill needs no advertisement. This 
does not need the unjustified attacks 
against those in charge of the admin
istration of the Act for the last four 
years. No need to go and do that sort 
of thing. And he was opposed to the 
very measure that he is trying to en
gineer through n·ow. A few days ago 
Sir, I listened to a speech from a 
friend, the member for Bonavista, Mr. 
Little. He wound up by quoting the 
case of the Wonderful Cure. I wonder 
if the gentleman who made this as
sault on a recent Government ever 
heard the Parable of the Pharisee and 
the Publican. I don't mean to say that 
the Squires Government was right or 
the Warren Government was right, we 
had our faults. What I do object 
to is doing the same thing that he is 
doing and trying to convince the peo
ple that it is right. When Squires and 
Warren did it, it was wrong and 
criminal 1but when Mr. Morine does 
it, it is perfectly all right,-he is not 
as other men are. Then all I can say 
is "The Lord be merciful to me-a 
sinner." 

MR. HALFY ARD-I rise for the 
purpose of seconding the moti.on made 
by Mr. Warren. I didn't think when I 
came here this afternoon that I would 
have occasion to second this motion. 
But I am very pleased that Mr. Warren 
has taken upon himself to reply to the 
unjustified and uncalled for state
ment made · by Mr. Morine, Leader of 
the Government in the Upper House, 
as printed in the newspapers·. Mr. Mor
ine would try to make the country be-

lieve that up to the time that the 
Squires Government were elected the 
Prohibition Act was being kept. But 
Mr. ·Morine should know during the 
time that he was Minister of Justice 
in the Cashin administration from 
July 1919 to sometime in November 
1919 that the people could go, and did 
go to the Liquor Controller and get 
whiskey by the case. I may say that 
it was a great surprise to me that 
while the Prohibition Act had been on 
the Statute Book from ·1916 to 1920 or 
1921, I did not know that the people 
could get liquor otherwise than 
through a scrip from a doctor. And 
when I attended functions and dinners 
where liquor was freely used I won
dered how the liquor was obtained. 
Liquor could be obtained from the 
Controller by the case previous to the 
Squires administration. Therefore if 
the lid was not taken off, it was raised 
sufficiently high to get a case out at 
a time, without even a script or note 
from a doctor. They used to get 
whiskey out without a script when Mr. 
Morine was Minister of Justice. Per
haps he was not as ignorant as I was. 
When members of the Government 
and representatives of Districts sent 
a note to a druggist or to the Control
ler to get what whiskey they wanted, 
how can we wonder that Prohibition 
became a farce and disgrace. I second 
the motion made 1by Mr. Warren and 
would take occasion to refute the un
justified, untruthful and uncalled for . 
remarks made by Mr. Morine in the 
Upper House when he charged the 
members of the S•quires and Warren 
administrations as being in league with 
bootleggers and rum-runners. We 
throw that accusation back in his 
teeth. He refers to a member of the 
past Goverment, who has been a mem
ber of this House for the past seven 
years. He must certainly refer to my
self. I want to tell .Mr. Morine that I 
never had occasion to be in anyway in 
sympathy with the breakers of the 
Prohibition Act. Or with rum-runners 
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or bootleggers or any body else, who 
was trying to get liquor in an illegal 
manner. I hate to speak of that but 
I can tell Mr. Morine that I have con
tested three elections since 1919 in one 
of the most important constituencies 
of Newfoundland, and I never won a 
vote by giving anyone a glass of liq
uor. S·ome people may be under the 
impression that you can't win an elec
tion without the distribution of liquors. 
To the credit of Trinity District I may 
say they are a law-abiding people, and 
have no respect for law-breakers, even 
if it is an infringement of the Prohibi
tion Act. Mr. Morine went out of his 
way to refer to the telegra1ns or ar
ticles sent · to the Evening Advocate 
by Sir William Coaker, giving his op
inion as to what should be done with 
regard to the amendment of the Pro
hibition Act. Mr. Warren sa1d that he 
did n·ot know whether Mr. Morine was 
trying to galvanize Sir William Coak
er into political life. He is going the 
right way about it. Mr. Morine can 
make up his mind that if he continues 
to make such references to men who 
are no longer members of this House 
and are not in active P·Olitical life it 
will do him no good. Mr. Morine .in his . 
long speech has erected a gallows on 
which to hang himself. That is his 
worst fault. He cannot leave well 
enough alone. Therefore he will de
feat himself and everyone c1onnected . --
w1 th him. Mr. Speaker, I would take 
occasion again to reiterate that I re
fute the statements made by Mr. Mor
ine when he in any way included me as 
being a party to breaking the Prohibi
tion Act. Without further reference 
to the question I have much pleasure 
in seconding the motion. 

Mr. Speaker, under rule 236 I take 
occasion to move the amendment to 

. ·review the Whole Bill, and the argu
ments in favour of it in the Upper 
House. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER- In 
the first place in regard to the cri-

ticisms that have been made I don't 
think there is any occasion for any 
person to be concerned. I do want at 
least to say that the member for For
tune Bay was perfectly true as re
gards the matter of this imposition of 
taxes on liquors in transit during the 
last session. As a matter of fact this 
matter was endorsed by the then Op
position. I merely want to repeat that 
the lid was taken off in 1919 and 
the point that I wish t·o draw atten
tion to was that in the short reign of 
Sir Michael Cashin he was not there 
long enough to get the lid off. But in 
the few months that he was there he 
was daily pestered and daily inter
viewed by people interested in the 
a 1bolition of the sale of Tanlac. And 
from 1919 to 1923 when things other 
than Tanlac were being sold and when 
he was not Prime Minister there was 
never a word of protest. I was never 
a prohibitionist and can't believe in it. 
All that was said by the Opposition 
was only an official protest and they 
did not . mean a word they said. I re
cognise that they had to act thus from 
official reasons. It was a lot of play 
acting and that was the spirit in which 
Mr. Hickman spoke in proposing the 
amendment. I want to repeat that there 
was a carnival of indiscriminate liqu·or 
.vending from 1919 to 1923. .My object 
in pointing this ·out is not for the pur
pose of delaying this Bill, but for the 
purpose of drawing attention to the 
fact that these people never made the 
slightest attempt to carry out the act 

• 

or create an agitation against the 
state of affairs that is going on. I 
will g,o further and say that those very 
people who did not endeavour to en
force the act when they were in power, 
now, when they are out of office, say 
that it is very disappointing. It is a 
peculiar thing that in 1923 certain of 
those very people who V·Oted for 
prohibition were sent back to power 
by these same prohibition voters. But 
I want to make my attitude perfectly 
clear. During th.e conditions that ex-
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isted from 1919 to · 1923 there was no 
sign of protest whereas a few months 
before the doors were beaten down 
about the sale of Tanlac at Connor's 
Drug Store. 

MR. WARRE'N-Mr. Speaker: I beg 
to withdraw the motion, as its purp.ose 
was merely to provide me the right to 
reply to the Leader of Government in 
the Upper House. 

MR. HALFYARD-Mr. Speaker: I 
tieg to withdraw my support to the mo
tion made by the Hon. Member f.or 
Fortune, in view of the fact that he 
11as witl1dra wn tl1e o-riginal inotion. 

Pursuant to notice and on n1otion 
of Hon. the Minister of Finance, th.e 
House res·olved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider certain Re
solutions respecting "An Act for the 
Raising of a Sum of Money on the 
Credit of the Colony for Certin Public 
Purposes." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the Cl1air of 

Committee. 
. 

COMMITTEE 01, THE WHOLE ON 
THE LOA.N RESOLUTIONS. 

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITION :-Mr. Chairman, my pur
pose for asking the Prime Minister at 
the last sitting of the House to post
po11e tl1e Del'ate 011 these resolutions 
was to give the members on the G·ov
ernment side of the House an oppor
tunity to further consider what they 
are doing. It looks to me as if the bill 
had been hastily got up. The Govern-
111ent has certainly very hastily come 
to a decision as to the amount of 
i11oney they should make the loan and 
very hastily filled in on the Bill the 
items for which the money is to be ex
pended. It is hardly conceivable that 
they should take upon themselves to 
increase our indebtedness by six mil
lion dollars. It is a large amount. A 
staggering am·ount, and I cannot con
ceive the purpose. The people of this 
country were expecting a square deal 

• 

from Mr. Monroe's Govern1nent and 
this is the square deal, the placing on 
the shoulders of the people of this 
country a further debt of six million 
dollars which is entirely unnecessary. 
The Prime Minister in the debate on 
Prohibition laid great stress on his 
Manifesto clai1ning that he had a man
date fron1 the people to change the 
Prohibition Act. He cha11ged the Pro
hibition Act, but I cannot see that the 
Manifesto gives him a mandate from 
the people to saddle the people of this 
country with a further debt of six 
million dollars. He made a promise 
to look out for the vital industries but 
he has not given a bounty on codfish, 
herring or any other kind of fish. This 
is what the Prime Minister said in his 
Manifesto on the conditions of the fin
ances of the country:-

Reads from the Prime Minister's 
I 

Manifesto. 
It is from this that he takes it for 

granted that he has received . a man
date to ·place upon an overburdened 
a11d suffering people a11other six mil
lion dollars· which 11e proposes to 
float accordi11g to tl1e Act to whicl1 I 
will come a little later. He promis
ed to decrease tl1e salaries of tl1e 
members, because he said that tl1ey 
were receivi11g too much for the worlr 
tl1ey did. The first thing he did when 
he came i11to office was to raise the 
salaries of. departmental heads from 
$3,250.00 to $4,000.00 per year, and 
tl1e public expenditure 11as been i11-
creasing steadily instead of being 
drastically lessened as promised. The 
position of the people of this country 
is worse than it has been for years. 
During the war they were able to 
put by a little as a savi11gs, but dur
i11g the past few years these savings 
have been totally expended, and now 
they find themselves unable to exist 
at th_e present time. These people are 
unfortunately unable to bear tl1is ad
ditional burden and we, from thi~ 

side of the House have to protest 
agai11st this loan bill going through, 
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u11der co11ditio11s whicl1 tl1e Prime 
Mi11ister acknowiedges as bad. 

Tl1e people employed as laborers 
11a ve been very badly paid i11 tl1e 
Humber districts and 011 Bell Isla11d 
a11d in other sections of the coun
try. Tl1ey are getting only two dol
lars and fifty per day out of whicl1 
they 11ave to pay all their ow11 ex
penses a11d tl1is leaves very little 
money to maintain their families. 
Tl1ere ,was a request from the men 
011 tl1e Humber for the Prime Mi11is
ter to g·o out to the Humber or for 
11im to receive a deputation from tl1em 
to endeavour to find some solutio11 
to their problems ,but appare11tly this 
request received no attention. It has 
been put before the House that labor
ers employed by the B.E.S. Co., on 
Bell Island have been and are re
ceivi11g a wage of $2.50 per day, and 
that they are una,ble to live on that 
wage. It has also been brought be
fore tl1e House that the same com
pany is employi11g men i11 Syd11ey to 
do tl1e same work and tl1at they get 
40c. per l1our, whilst our me11 get only 
25c. per 11our. And now without 
11elpi11g tl1e ma11 who has to earn 11is 
living by ma11ual labour i11 any way, 
'vitl1out assisting him to get a little 
i11come for his labor, the Government 
u11dertakes to put further trappi11gs 
upon the people of the cou11try i11 tl1e 
sl1ape of a burden of six million dol
lars, one 11alf of whicl1 is unneces
sary. Wl1at reason the Prime Min
ister must l1ave conceived for the 
raising of the loan, I ca11not say. It 

' 

mt1st l1ave been conceived in the 
mind of someone. I am inclined to 
think that there is a nigger i11 the 
'vood pile. Some .man is tryi11g to 
get rich at the expense of tl1e people 
of this c9untry. Otherwise the bill 
which is now before the House would 
not be brought in and forced on a 
people already overtaxed. 

Tl1e first item on the bill is a de
ficit of one million six hundred 
thousand dollars. The next item is 

for the buildi11g of roads-$2,000,000. 
Tl1is, I presume, is to improve the 
roads of the country in order to at
.tract tourists to this country. It 
will be a 1011g ti1ne before we can at
tract sufficient tourists to this coun
try to make reasonable a11 expendi
ture of two millio11s on roads a11d 
11igh ways. Tl1e first tl1ing tl1at would 
be needed to e11courage a tourist 
traffic would be to build a 11otel, or 
some place for the tourists to stop. 
You ca1111ot bt1ild a hotel i11 a day or 
a 'veek or a month. It will take a 
long time to i11duce capitalists to 
come down here and build hotels a11d 
furnisl1 them and make them suit
able to live in. Then in the next 
place there are ple11ty of roads 
around tl1is city of St. John's to ac
commodate visitors. This is with 
the exception of highw_ays. We have 
enough of roads to satisfy us for the 
next two or three years until the 
country has the hotels for the tour
ists to stop at. It is not i1ecessary 
to raise tl1is loa11 at the prese11t time 
a11d i11crease the burden on the al
ready overburde11ed labourer and fish
erman of tl1is country. Tl1e fisherman 
a11d tl1e labourer are not properly 
looked after. 

Now the next item is the purcl1ase 
of Rolling Stock for the Nfld. Govern
ment Railway. The amount is for 
three hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. I am not in a position to 
say whetl1er this is necessary or not. 
I 11a ve not seen a single report from 
tl1e railway. I have not seen a report 
from the Engineer of the Govern
ment Railway, and I am i1ot in a 
position to k11ow whether this mo11ey 
is i1ecessary or not. Tl1e next item 
is for the purchase of a steamer for 
the Cabot Strait to replace the Kyle. 
This amount is for four hundred 
thousand dollars. It may be admit
ted that the steamer Kyle is not able 
to handle this traffic, but if that is 
the case then why not, if as the Prime 
Minister says we have a surplus of 
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sl1ips, put tl1e Portia 011 the same 
route, and you could easily acco-m
modate all tl1e people who might 
wisl1 to come by that route. Thus 
you would save 
a11other large 
A11other item is 

a11 expenditure of 
amou11t of money. 
tl1e cost of comple-

tion of buildi11gs or railway stations, 
etc. As far as I k11ow every stQ.tio11 
11as a termi11us excepting those new 
places but lately established on the 
Humber. Tl1ere are certai11ly llot 
e11ougl1 11ew stations necessary to 
11eed seventy-five tl1ousand dollars. 
I notice tl1e word "etc." I presume 
this is for some purpose 11ot mentio11-
ed in the bill. The next item we 
come to is the estimated cost of re
raili11g 131 miles of railway, $800,000.-
00. Tl1e Prime Mi11ister said tl1at tl1at 
was from 11ere to Clarenville. Now 
from what I have heard the cost of 
doi11g tl1is will be nearer $-1,800,000 
tl1a11 $800,000, and you will fi11d at a 
ft1ture sessio11 of this House another 
bill for $1,000,000 for tl1e additio11al 
expense on this road.. I have an idea 
tl1at tl1e statement 11as been made 
that tl1e rails from 11ere to Claren
ville are good for the 11ext te11 years. 
Wl1y, if tl1is is tl1e case, sl1ould we 
ask for a loan of eigl1t hu11dred 
thousand dollars to carry out a work 
that is un11ecessary. We cannot go 
011 in tl1is way because the country is 
i1ot able to stand it. The railway has 
been called a depleted asset. It is 
costi11g tl1e cou11try a 11undred thous
a11d dollars a year to run, and i1ow 
tl1e Prime Minister is coming in a11d 
aski11g tl1is House to vote $800,000.00 
for tl1e re-raili11g of 131 miles of rail
way out of 600 miles. Tl1is is going 
to bring tl1e whole cost of the rail
way up to a large amount. Far 
more tl1an tl1is country can afford to 
pay and far more tha11 we should en
dea vot1r to place on the country The 
i1ext item is tl1e cost of repairing tl1e 
Dock. The amount for tl1is is $50,000. 
I 11ave no doubt that the Dock is out 
of repair 1 and I have nothing to say 

agai11st money being raised if 11eces
sary to put the Dock i11 conditio11 pro
vided tl1at it is put i11 conditio11 to 
accommodate steamers that come 
11ere for repairs and make tl1ese re
pairs permane11t and not temporary. 
Tl1is would give quite a lot of labor 
to the men of St. John's, a11d a11y
tl1ing tl1at would give labor I sup
port. 

Tl1e i1ext item is the cost of equip
me11t and , i1ew .machi11ery at the ma
chi11e sl1op, St. John's West-$50,000. 
Tl1e Hon. Minister of Finance tells 
us tl1at mucl1 of tl1e machinery at 
tl1is macl1i11e sl1op is obselete a11d i1ot 
able to do tl1e work required of it. 
If it is i1ecessary for tl1e handli11g of 
work which comes into the shops to 
11a ve i1ew machinery ,then there can 
11ot be any really sound objection to 
11aving tl1is amou11t of money voted. 
'Tl1e cost of building sl1eds, and re
pairs to pier, St. J ol1n's West-$125,-
000.00. Tl1e object of this . is I st1p-
l)Ose ,to accommodate 
wl1ich is brougl1t in by 
boats. I tl1ougl1t the 

tl1e freigl1 t 
the coastal 

sl1eds there 
were fairly commodious, a11d I tl1i11k 
tl1at tl1e Government should give the 
matter serious consideration before 
goi11g al1ead witl1 this work. The 
vote of $500,000.00 for the estimated 
cost of co11struction of plant for coal 
a11d fuel, etc., St. J oh11's West, is an 
item wl1ich is in my mi11d _altogetl1er 
un11ecessary. No equipment for the 
cliscl1argi11g of coal is going to cost 
tl1at amount, and again it is unneces
sary. I t1nderstand that the coal for 
the railway is discharged at the ter
mi11als of Lewisporte and Bay of Is
la11ds and otl1er places. Tl1e amou11t 
necessary at St. John's is very small. 
If - the Government wishes to make 
a coaling station of St. John's it is 
11ot i1ecessary for tl1e Government to 
put up the money for tl1is item, be
catise I feel sure tl1at there is ple11ty 
of private capital i11 St. J ol1n's to look 
after a11 enterprise of tl1is sort if it 
became evident that there was a busi-
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ness to be do11e i11 tl1e bu11ke1·1·11g Now I do 11ot i·11te d t d 1 11 o e ay tl1e 

busi11ess. 

The Ho11. Minister of Finance also 

stated that an oil fuel pla11t · ,vas go

i11g to be erected in tl1e West E11d of 
St. John's. Now he l{nows tl1at a11 oli 
fuel plant ca11not be erected in the 
West E11d on accou11t of tl1e Munici
pal Regulatio11s. Therefore, the whole 
amount whicl1 is brought forward for 
tl1e construction of tl1is pla11t for 
coal and fuel must be for tl1e 11a11cl
ling of coal at the prese11t time for 
the rail way and tl1e coastal boats. 
Section ( 4) of this bill states tl1at 
"Any stock issued in accorda11ce witl1 
this Act may with the conse11t of tl1e 
l1olders of tl1e stock issued u11der tl1e 
provisions of the Act 58 Victoria 
(1895), Chapter 13, be made available 
for the sinki11g fund co1111ected witl1 
tl1at issue." !11 tl1is poor impoverisl1-
ed country it is 011ly adding i11sult to 
injury to talk about a sinking fund 
\Ve 11~ ve to borrow money to carry 
ol1rselves along. I say t11at tl1e late 
Government duri11g its most extra
vaga11t tl1ougl1ts i1ever dreamt of sa,d
clli11g tl1is cou11try witl1 a loa11 of six 
million dollars witl1out ·a better rea
son a11d a better exc11se tl1an 11as 
been give11 by tl1e present Govern
me11t. I say tl1at i10 Government that 
ever existed i11 tl1is cou11try could 
ever drean1 of tl1e like; no Govern
me11t could 11ave the gall to ask to 
11ave sucl1 a loa11 to pass tl1rot1gh 
tl1is Hot1se of Assembly, under sucl1 
circumstances. This Bill is wro11g. 
It is outra;-eous, it is extreme a11d it 
is a vicious Bill ,a11d it is a Bill that 
we memers 011 tl1is side of tl1e House 
ca11ot support in .its e11tirety. We are 
willing to do anytl1ing we possibly 
ca11 witl1i11 reason to assist tl1e Gov
ernme11t to carry on, but when it 
comes to saddling our people with a 
fl1rther bl1rde11 of six millio11 dollars 
've fi11d it our duty ,on behalf of tl1e 
people, to protest against the Bill and 
protest we must at the present time. 

House . un11ecessarily because I sup

pose it make·s very little differe11ce 

\Vl1at we .. say because I dare say that 
the Governme11t has made up its 
mind to put tl1rougl1 this Bill; but I 
am going to ask tl1e Prime Minister 
now if_ it is the intention to call for and 
to advertise for te11ders in fi11a11cial 
papers for tl1is loan. Wl1e11 a loa11 

' 
whether Mu11icapal, Federal or State, 
is raised in Ca11ada or the U11iteu 
States it is customary to advertise it 
i11 tl1e fina11cial papers a11d tl1e11 tl1e 
higl1est te11der, ·if the party is a re
sponsible one to u11derwrite tl1e loa11 
get the preference. I have before me 
at the present time a copy of the 
Fi11ancial Times ,of ·Montreal in 
which the loan of two and a half 
million dollars for the city of Ottawa 
is advertised. Tl1e loan was put 011 
tl1e . market and te11ders were asked 
for. There were a great many te11-
ders includi11g te11ders from all tl1e 
large co11cerns whicl1 we k11ow very 
well ,such as Wood, Gu11dy & Co., 
l\tlattl1ews & Compa11y, The Don1inio11 
Securities Corporation, The Natio11al 
Ba11k of New York and the Equitable 
Trust Company. The 11igl1est te11der 
was ·at 5 per cent. 011 $100.65 which 
means tl1at tl1e tender reacl1ed above 
par. Now I want to ask tl1e Prime 
Mi11ister if it is 11is i11tentio11 to take 
some steps to advertise by te11der the 
loan 11is Government is about to raise 
for Newfoundla11d. I 11ave the figures 
of many otl1er loans that were :float
ed, before me from different places. 
So1ne are Municipal and some are Pro
vincial but they have all been sold by 
tender and the Municipality or the 
State or tl1e Province gets tl1e benefit 
of tl1e amount that is paid. All tl1e 
tenders are published in the financial 
papers including the accepted tender 
a11d everybody knows wl1at tl1e loa11 
is sold for in the market. 

MR. HALFYARD:-Mr. Chairman, I 
wish to m,ake a few remarks on the 



,, 
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Resolutions now be.fore the Chair. I 
many say that when these Resolutions 
\Vere introduced at the last sitting a 
great many of the member.s of this 
Ilouse and I presume· the ge1ne·ral pub
lic .also were sur·prised when they 
heard of the amount of the p·ropo·se·d 
Io.an. We had an ide·a that a loan 
\Vould be asked for although it was 
the hope o·f the past Government th.at 
've could get thro·ugh the ne·xt fin.an
c·ial year without a further loan. The 
ex-Minister of Finance and Customs 
thought that possibly matters could be 
arr.anged so that we wo·uld not h.ave 
to go to the mo1ney markets this year, 
bt1t from the statement given by the 
present Minister of Finance· and Cus
to1ns we are surprised to learn that 
there is a de·ficit to· be· met for the 
year 1923-1924 of $1,600,000. The 
ex-Minister of Finance and Customs, 
of Gourse:, in m.aking his estimates last . 
year d'id not take into acco·unt the 
lo·ss of revenue by the reduction of 
taxa.tion, and the Budget Speech re
cently 1>,resented by the present Min
ister of Finance and Customs stated 
"tl1at the· shortage, in the e·stimate of 
Customs revenue is due principa:11y to 
the repeal of the tw·enty-five per cent. 
st1per-tax, the remission of export 

• 
dt1ties on fish and the placing of 
Flour, Pork, Beef, l\folasses, Kero
sene and Gasolene on the· Free List." 
No doubt that action o·n the part of 
the outgoing Gove·rnment by the les.s
ening of duties contributed largely to 
thir deficit. The statement was made 
-and I do not think it was called fo·r 
-that the duties we·re taken off these 
articles i11egally. If the duties had 
been removed immediately prece·ding 
an electio·n there might be some rea-. ' 
so11 for s,aying that it savo·ured of dis-
honesty in trying to influence the· el
ectorate; bt1t when the duties were 
actually remove·d there was not the 
slightest idea of a ge11eral election. 
Wl1en this House met in April and 
closed again the same d.ay we had no 
idea up to wit!J.~n t!ir~e bours of the 

opening of the Hous·e that a vote of 
want of confide·nce wou;ld be proposed. 
T"\vo members of the - old Go1vernment 
came to my office about one o'clock 
in the day or two hours befor·e the· 
House met. They said they were try
ing to get in touch with Mr. Warren 
the Prime Ministe·r, but they co·uld 
not get him on the· 'p1hone. and they 
came to see me i.nstead. T'hey told 
me that it was their intention that if 
a vote of want of co1nfidence wo·uld be 
proposed afte·r the House met they 
wo11ld suppo·rt the· motio·n. I acquaint
ed Mr. Warren by 'pho·ne and the two 
members went up to see him. The 
co-r1sequence was, however, that the 
Government was defeated and a ge·n
eral election was declared and we are 
as we are to-day, .as a res.ult. I mere
ly re·cite these facts to sho·w that the 
idea of a genera.I election was not 
even dreamed of when we to·ok the 
duties off those goods. The idea that 
o·btained at that time and what was 
broadcasted and encourage·d during 
the last few years we held office was 
that if the fishermen of the country 
were to continue the prose·cution of 
the fishery, and if sup·pliers were to 
be encouraged to advance supp·ltes 

" 
that the Government should reduce 
taxation on those articles which en
tered largely into the requirements of 
the fishery. It was to encourage the 
fisherma.n and the supp.lying mer
chants that we too·k the duties off 
thc,se articles. We h.ad been me·mor
alize1d by r·epresentative peo·ple on this 
very particular. These people had 
canvassed the country and the idea 
was that peo·ple could not live· in the 
country if the burden o·f taxation was 
not reduced. We were influenced, as 
some o·f the arguments put up were 
worthy of consideration and we were 
determined to give the matter a trial. 
It was thought by so·me e·co·nomists 
that if the tariff was reduced that there 
would be an increased quantity of 
goods imported and that wou.ld make 

up for the loss o·f revenue. Whether 
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that theory was false econo·mY or not, 
it was acted upon. Therefore, it is 
unjust to say that the Government 
was influenced by .any ulterior p·oli
tical motive when they took the duty 
off flour," pork, bee:~, mo1lasse·s, kero
sene a.nd gasolene. 

Contrary to their pre-election p.ro
mises, one of the first things that the 
present Government did after the·y as
sumed p·ower was to put back the du·
ties on these articles mentioned, and 
it is not strange to he.ar that this 
matter is being large:ly talked about 
by the members of the Board of Trade 
to-day as well as by the ordinary man 
on the stre·et. Perh.aps the Govern
ment have seen good reason to cause 
them to change their opinion within 
the past few mo11ths In this connec
tion. Perhaps they c.an see what is 
going to happen in the future; but it 
is evi.de·nt th.at no encouragement is 
gc>ing to be given by the Government 
to the fishermen of this country to 
carry on the prosecuti.o·n of the fisl1er
ies, .although any enco·uragement giv
en them by lessening taxation on the 
necessaries of life will be shared in by 
otl1e.r cla.sses in the com~unity who 
use the ·same articles but not to the 
s.ame extent as the fishermen. The 
Government aparently are determined 
to do things which are contrary to 
w·hat has been preached by them
selves and others with re.gard to the 
civil service and the salaries paid to 
ci1ril servants, especially to the Heads 
of Dep.artments. It is unnecessary, 
perhaps, to refer to this matter, but 
at the same time· it was proclaimed 
throughout tl1e country by the present 
Government that a great many public 
officials were· too highly p.a.id and that 
they should be pr~pared to work and 
give bette1r service· fo·r less money 
than what was paid them. 

Now I do not know whether the 
Government had time to formulate a 
proper transportatio·n • service and to 
make a re-arrangement of the coastal 
service in this country, but two or 

three services they have attempted to 

change are only c.ausing confuston 

and extra cost. Ce·rtainly tl1e Govern
ment should take time to carry out 
their· policy and not to· unwisely ru.sh 
into any steamer tr.ansportation policy 
without knowing w·hat the result of 
their action would be. They very un
wisely interfe·rr·ed with one or two 
services and I am very much surpris
ed over the reply I received from the. 
Prime Minister in conne1otion W;ith 
taking the "l\'lalakoff" from Trinity 
district and confining 11er services 
solely to Bo·n.avista district. Ho·w
ever, I think that this steamer is still 
operating in some part of Trinity Bay 
and I trust that she will continue the 
serv'ice for the· rest o.f this year be
cause it is .time enough next Spring to 
con.sider a ch.ange. T'hen it was 
thought by the present Government, 
for purposes of economy, that a 
s1teamer on the Northern Labrador 
could be done without, also tl1e 
"Wren'·' was taken off tl1e Fortune 
Bav Service. But we find th.at steam-• 

-ers at a greater cost than before are 
put back on these routes. During the 
short period that this Gove·rnment 
has bee·n in office we fail to see where 
the economy and saving o·f money has 
come in o·r where there is a reduc-

' tion of taxation or a semblance of a 
reduction of expenditure. Pre-elec
tion promises have bee·n utterly for
gotten, the public that expected so 
much from the New Government 
have been sadly dis.appointed. Public 
opinion has· been flouted and ignored. 
Take for instance the policy of the 
Government, in the repeal of the: pro
hibition act. The requests, of the 
most highly resp·ected citizens of 
Church and State, for the bill to be 
deferred, we·re treated with apparent 
contempt. The Prime Minister gives 
as a reason for rushing· the Liquor 
Bill through the House, "That a cer
tain clergyman whom he consider
ed a temperance cr.ank phoned him, 
and told him, to go ahead and put the 
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Bi.II through and not to take any no
tice of . the so called p·ro·hibitionists 
who were asking for the· Bill to be 
deferred." 

Evidently the Prime Minister is tak
ing the advice or· one· man, and a.bs-0-
lutely ignoring the requests o·f repres
e·ntative clergymen .and citizens in the 
city and outports. 

Now with regard to building roads 
and highways, there is no doubt we 
nee·d goo·d roads bu:t can . we· afford 

·them. We have to1 consider whether 
we can borrow money to1 me,et de
ficits fro·m yea.r to year and still 
carry on, I really thought that with a 

• 
new Government tl1ey would be pre-
pared during the first term of office 
to · do their best to conserve the in
depe·ndence of Newfoundland, but in 
the absence o.f a fina.ncial mir·acJe we 
are certa.fnly travelling upon . the road 
towards a financial crisis. 

Do yo·u kno·w that when a country 
ca11not p1ay its debts that it is bank-

• rt1pt? What about anne·xation or 
confederation? We· are· not debating 
as to whether it will be good or bad 

. but p·eopile· will be rudely shocked if 
thos·e condition.s continue. Accord
ing to the Prime Minister's promise 
to the country there was going to be 
economy .and retrenchme·nt, is this 
wl1a.t you mean by economy? With re- . 
gard to building roads ·and highway,s 
we should have so·me further ex
planation. Whe·re are yo·u going to 
build them? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
We are not going to build them at 
Deer Lake. 

MR. HALFYARD-We could spend 
two or three hundred thousand dol
lars to repair roads in Trinity dis-

. trict. · Only a few years ago if two 
n1iJ.lion dollars we,re mentioned whe11 
·~"e were on this side of the H0use, it 
would be called a mere flea bite, but 
apparently now such amounts are not 
even considere·d flea bites. 

Such action as this on the part of 
--- J - --

any other Government, except the 

present one would ·be called a wild cat • 
S·cl1eme. Some people s,ay that this 

n1oney is to build ro,ads .to en

courage tourists to com-e here. 
We already have roads and if 
inoney were sp·en t on keeping them 
up. it may be a bene·fit. We h.ave vil
lage.s and hamlets in Newfound
land with no roads or communication 
to benefit from which to enable p·e0-
ple to go fro·m one to· the other. If 
tl1ose ro·ads were put in a pass.ab!e 
co·ndition it would be to, tl1e benefit 
of the co.untry, -a.nd would no· doubt 
tend to increase the earnings of the 
fishermen, it w·otild enable them t<J 

have so·me kind of access · to thei1· 
gardens and lands, from which they 
derive the greater part o·f their l 'ving. 

The first consideratio·n if we have 
to borrow 1S·hould be to use the money 
to 11elp the fisheries and to enco.urage 
the fishermen, and not to have some 
parts oif tl1e country a mere w·ilder
ness, because you want to build 
paved n1otor roads tl1at are que·stioh
able. A six-m Ilion dollar loan means 
an extra bt1rden as interest charges of 
$300,000.00 at least. 

Wl1en we were hoping and praying 
tl1at we had seen the darkest days, 
and tl1at we were on the eve of pro·s
perity, and once mo,re in a position to 
car·ry on and go s'lowly, we are em
barking on a new p·ropositio·n and 
talking quite lightly about 1spend - n~ 

two million dollars on roads. I£ 
there is a balance from the 1923 loan 
of $286,000.00 or even $200,000.00, that 

' 

wi'll go a long way in meeting press-
ing and necessary require1nents on 
repa'irs to roads and bridges. That 
is all that any sane reasonab1e man 
n thiis country can expect under pre

sent conditions. Tl1ey cannot expect 
anything more at the present jun<.'
ture. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE :- I · am going to vote for it witl1 

• 
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' the ho1pe tl1at it will increase the re-

venue o·f the country. 

MR. HALFY ARD:-. If you are bor
rowing $2;000,000.00 to build roads 
and h'ighways we sl1ould certainly 
know where th.e money is go·ng to be 
spent. I would say that we want half 
a millio·n dollars at 'least to build o·r 
repair · roads outside o·f St. John's 
which would be a benefit to the people 
and help increase the.ir earning power. 
What satisfaction will it be to· the fish
ermen who arr ·ve from the fishing 
grounds so·me time in the night, ancl 
have to climb o·ver· rocks and boulders 
to get to their homes to kno·w that the 
people in St. Jo·hn's have paved streets 
and lo·vely sm·o1oth roads to ride o·ver 
in their inotor cars. That 'is one rea
son why I cannot vote fo·r this loan 
until I know where the mo·ney is go
ing to be spent. I kno·W that we want 
some money, but ·t should be used to 
repair the roads that we already hav8. 

With .regard to rolling stock. tl1at 
no doubt 11as been taken up witl1 tl1e 
manager of the railway, and we ne8d 
a certain amount of rolling stock. 

Repairs to the dock, $50,000.00, tl1at 
' 

is needed, and I am surprisecl tl1at 
the amount is only $50,000.00. 

Money must be found to put the 
dock in a safe condition fo·r tl1e ac
commodat ·o·n of steamers and vessels 
which come here for repairs. The 
Government propo·ses to build sheds 
and make repairs to· the Pjer at St. 
John's West. I do not know 'vl1ether 
it requires $125,000 or not. The same 
appl'ies to the new mach.inery. It is 
time that new macl1inery was bougl1t. 
But I am not in a. p.o•sit.on to say what 
this will cost. With regard to· the pro
ject of rerailing the railro·ad po-ssibly 
that work is alright. A report was 
submitted to the Government by the 
Gove.rnment Engineer, Mr. Hall, in 
1919, almost five year1s. ago and t was 
thought at the time that the wisest 
thing to· do would be to· use 80 lb. 
rails. He also thought that the whole 

line of tl1e railway sl1ould be raised 
six inches. Tl1is is the est mate 
whicl1 he made: 

Reads. 
The wl1ole amount ca1ne to $5,521,-

000. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN:-What did 
he estimate tl1e· co·st of steel rails? 

·MR. HALFYARD:-The Government 
Engineer at tl1e ti1ne estimated tl1e 
co-st of steel rails at $70.00 per ton. 

Mr. Cl1airman, prev ous to the war 
the price of rails was $32.00 per ton. 
Dur'ing the war the price of rails we11t 
up to $70.00 per ton. The price quot
ed to-day is $40.00 per to-n. Whether 
this is a go·o-d time for yo,u to- bu~1 

these rails or whether it- -·:s a good 
idea to wa.it for a further dro·p in 
price, I cannot say. Posibly you 
would sav·e some tho·usand1s. of dol
lars if you waited until next year to 
purchase. As I was saying the esti
mated cost oif rerailing tl1e ent re roa(l 

• 
was $5,521,000. That was for 546 miles 
of railway. That was for 1stock only. 
From tl1ese figures we find that it 
'vould cost abo·ut $778,000.00 for tl1e 
131 .miles, at $40 per ton. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN: - Tl1at in
cludes the cost of la)"ing also. 

MR. HALFYARD:-No. Tl1at , only 
jncludes the cost of the 80-lb. rails, 
and necessary stock. 

Tl1e unfo·rtunate part of tl1i1s is that 
there is sucl1 a s1nall amount of 
mo·ney left over after the rails are 
bought to g ve employment to the me-11 
'vl10 will need that employment. Ur1-
less tl1e Government has taken into 
account vvl1Rt they think tl1ey 'vill get 
for tl1e old rails which are to· be taken 
llp. .A ccordjn g to tl1 e estimate of l\1r. 
Hall at that time the scrapped steel 
rails would fetcl1 $1,157,000. Of co·urse 
this i1s for tl1e 546 miles of railro-ad. 
D vicling tl1is amo·unt by 'four so ~•s 

to get the amount which the 131 miles 
o-f scrapped rails would fetch and 
then again taking four sevenths so :ts 
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to, get the depreciation in the price of 

scrapped rails as co·mpared to new 

rails you would get for the scrapped 

rails abo·ut $162,000.00. That would 
bring the co1st of the rerail ng fron1 
here to Clarenville pretty near to 
$800,000. I think, however, that three 
n1illio,n dollars would be enough fo1 
the present time. I hope that if tl1is 
loan bill goes through and I do not 
see how we can stop it, that the 
money will be spent wisely. But it 
ofte·n happens that the n1an wl10 :s 
lo,oking o·n can see what the actors 
tl1ems.elves cannot see. It is like look
ing at a game of dra11ghts. You ,, .. ere 
the onlookers during the last three or 
four years. We were the players. 
Now you are the. players ancl no 
doubt yot1 realize the changed posi
tio·ns. We w,ere critised fo.r many 
things v11der the ·\\rarre11 and Squires 
regimes. We were critic·secl for 
raising loan1s bt1t tl1e)- were at that 
ti111e absolutely 11.~~e~S ~try to pre,,. i 1·3 
tl1~ money to Jceep p p'J e from starv
ing. At that time ho·wever the pre-. 
sent men1bers for St. John's East 
were sitting on this side o.f the 
House and they represented in the:r 
speeches in the House the a,vful con
ditions which existed as a result o·f 
unemployment. We we·r·e criticlsed 
under the w ·arren regime for tl1e ac-
tions we took to· relieve, the une.n1ploy
me.nt. We consulted the le.aders o.f 
every labo,ur organization in the city. 
They were most reasona.ble J}1en. The 
representatives of St. John's East and 
Weist were consulted. T'hey· all agreed 
there was nothing else to do but open 
the· rock sheds. We were criticiseil 
for that. But the members of the 
oppo,sition could suggest nothing bet
ter to. keep p·eo.ple from starving. · A 
q11arter of a millio,n dollars was spent 
in St. John's w th practica'1ly no re
turns to the Government. All we got 
for it was abuse. This Go1vernment 
is going into a very speculative busi-
ness. It is not right to saddle this 

country with an extra yearly burden 

o,f three hundred thousa,nd dollars. 

It is not necessary, there.fore I can
not vote fo1r this loan bill. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-
1\ir. Chairman, in reply to the Leader 
of the, Opposition I would like to say 
that it is the intention of the Govern
ment to ask :for tenders for this loan 
although I do not think that it is ne
cessary to go to any very large ex
pense. in a.dvertising for them. It 
seems to me that most of the, large 
financial firms who might be inclined 
to tender for this loan know about it 
already. They make it their business 
to know when a colony like this is 
borrowing and their agents inform 
them almost at once. I was told by 
one of the, agents of a big financial 
firm that it was a. questionable policy 
on the part of a Government to ask 
for tenders for a loan or go shopping 
with your securities. It was questioned 
wl1ether the wisest course might not 
be to have a large. financial brokerage 
house take care of the colony's re
quirements. The policy of the Gov
ernment has not as yet been fully dis
cussed and we have not yet decided 
what is the best way to get the money 
on the best possible terms. I ma.y say 
that the Leader of the Opposition 
1nade some statements which I \Vould 
like to dwell upon for a few ino
ments. When the House opened this 
sessio11 we were told that we were on 
the crest of a 'vave and that e'rer·y
thing was bright. Mr. Hickma.n him
self was the gentleman who was very 
empl1atic that the prospects of the 
country looked well. This afternoon 
11e tells us that the money the people 
saved during the war has been spent 
to the last dolla.r and that the people 
were now not able to exist. 'Vhich 
statement does Mr. Hickman wisl1 us 
to believe? They· are certainly most 
conflicting. He said that we have re
ceived no mandate from the people to 
raise this loan. Very few Govern-
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ments do go to the country and ask 
to be given a mandate to borrow· 
inoney. When this Gove·rnment came 
into po,ver we really thought that we 

r .. 

could decrease taxation and still 
make ends meet, which of course· is 
the duty of every Government to see 
to when they are arranging their 
supplies and expenditures. Now we 
are faced with a deficit of a million 
and a half dollars and money has got 
to be found to pay this de·ficit. The 
Opposition apparently agrees that 
now the1 rail way is ours we have got 
to expend money on it to keep it in re
pairs. There has been no objection to 
raising the money to meet the deficit 
left to us, but the objection is to the 
two million dollars for the one con
structive policy in view. All of the 
gentlemen on the other side of the 
House said that they were delighted 
we were about to launch on a tourist 
traffic proposition. The Leader of the 
Opposition was particularly delighted 
that we are going to encourage tour
ists to come he·re. Yet they think that 
we can do that without spending any 
money. One of them called our atte.n
tion to the fact that the roads around 
St. John's were good enougl1 for the 
tourists who might come down here 
to visit us. Well now gentlemen they 
are · good enough for the tourist who 
has twenty dollars in his pocket af
ter buying his return ticket, but that 
is not the class of tourist that 've are 
looking for. We are looking for the 
tourist with money. The man who 
would spend five or ten thousand dol
lars on a vacation and would be per
fectly satisfied if he had · caught one 
salmon. There are tourists on the 
American Continent who wot1ld be de
lighted to spend a summer on our 
rivers, and there are no more attrac
tive rivers than we have. Mr. Hick
man referred to the necessity of roads 
for the fishermen. He wants to make 
a passage way from one place to an
other. I think that we have spent too 
much money tinkering with passage 

ways from one place to another. It is 
no good. The roads are a disgrace. 
They are not worth the mone.y that 
l1as been spent on them. We have got 
to build one big high\vay around all 
the important places and have no 
more tinkering with bits of roads 
here and there. If we have good high
ways they will be at. the same time a 
source of attraction to tourists and 
satisfy the want that Mr. Hicl{man 
complains of. The people of Hants 
Harbour, Trinity Bay, would be quite 
satisfied if they had money to build a 
road from Hant's Harbour to Heart's 
Content. That is very rea.sonable. 
They do not want a steamer as long . 
as they have a good road. There is no 
doubt that it is a pretty country. It 
can be used for ·the tourist. rrhey think 
that it should be considered and we 
should put a road where it will be a 
benefit to the people of the country 
and would encourage the tourist 
traffic. I believe that two million dol
lars well spent on roads can be a 
great a.dvantage to the colony and 
create a tourist traffic. Who is going 
to come down here unless they have 
roads to get a way from their hotels. 
Money must be spent to build roads, 
and we must lay out a defi11jte ''rork
ing plan before we begin. T·wo i11illion 
dollars will only build 300 miles o·f 
really good roads, and still we are 
told it is an enormous amount to take 
permission to spend. ·we are going to 
build roads that lead to some,vhere. I 
don't wa.nt to reflect upon past Gov
ernments, but there are 2 roads upon 
which they spent a pile of inoney and 
they don't seem to lead anywhere. 

Mr. Hickman has said that no Gov
ernment have the right to borrow 
st1ch a sum as 6 million dollars. Mr. 
Hickman knows perfectly '\\rell that 
the· past Government had borrowed 17 
million dollars and they had nothing 
to show for it at tl1e end of their term. 
Mr. Hickman also said that we should 
use this money to pay a bount;T on 
fish. Every time he gets up to speak 
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he uses this bounty on fish. It is good 
stuff to throw out to the fisl1ermen to 
show what a splendid man he is, and 
how we are not helping the fishermen, 
but as long as fish is $81h a quintal it 
is not necessary to put a bounty on 
fish. Is it right to the farmer or the, 
labourer who is earning an honest 
dollar? Is it fair I say to tell that man 
that the fishermen should be paid 
$81h for fish and then a bounty, while 
he (the labourer) gets nothing? We 
have got to consider every 111an in the 
country. If the first consideration 
should be the fisherman I claim that 
as long as the fisherman is getting 
$8 lh for his fish he does not 'vant a 
boltnty. I say this to the ~redit of 
most of the fishermen that they do 
not ask for a bounty. It is simply a 
matter of politics with the Leader of 
tl1e Opposition so he keeps on talk
i11g about it . ... 

The Leader of the Opposition men
tions that we should take <)ne of the 
Government steamers that are up for 
sale and put her on the Port aux 
Basques route with the Kyle. Eve,ry
body knows that the Kyle is not suit
able for the carrying a good class of 
tourists across the Gulf. We will not 
get them to come on her. We . want a 
steamer more of the. class of the 
Silvia. But she mµst be an ice breaker 
and as strong as the "Lintrose" for
merly on that route. That is all I 
have to say. I am sorry the Leader of 
the Opposition was not here to hear 
the reply I made to his question, but 
no doubt he will have it conveyecl to 
him. 

.MR. ASHBOURNE :-Mr. ·Chairman, 
there are a few thoughts which I 
would like to express while we are on 
this debate ab,out the Loan Bill. I had 
hoped that we had come to the point 
where we had decided to get along 
without attempting to raise any more 
loans than we could possibly help. 
Now the Prime Minister in speaking in 
reply to a request of the Leader of the 

Opposition that the Committee rise . , 
said he could appreciate the fact that 
this might need a night's sleep or 
words to that effect. I am inclined 
tb think that if it is our intention to 
go on in the manner which we have 
been going during the past few years 
and still keep on borrowing, according 
to the resolutions now 1before the 
chair, we are going to have a v~ry rude 
awakening. We are told that there are 
to be two millions of dollars spent on 
r,oads and highways. I hope that if 
this is the case that we will have some 
good ones, and in that connection I 
hope that in addition to this something 
useful will be done with the ones 
which we have at present. This after
noon the Prime Minister said that the 
roads we have at the present time were 
a disgrace. I hope then· that he will 
make s,ome effort to improve them. 
I do not see myself why we should 
build new roads for the tourists that 

· ma.y come down here and leave the 
roads that we may need for ourselves 
in a disgraceful condition. I am 
afraid, Mr. Chairman, that we have 
failed to realise that if we continue 
to b,orrow from time to time without 
reducing our debt we will soon be 
facing ruin and financial distress. I · 
remember hearing the story of a boy 
who asked his father for some pocket 
money. He was given a five pound 
note. The boy to,ok the n,ote and con
sidered it with a very disparaging 
glance. But his father noticing the 
expression on his face took him to 
task and said, "My boy, do you realise 
that one hundred pounds have to work 
every day of the year for twenty-four 
hours every day at five per cent. in 
order to produce five pounds.'·' I am 
afraid that the Government, like indi
viduals has forgotten that we have to 
pay interest on the money, and that is 
one of the reasons that we have so 
many business failures, as the interest 
charges become so great that it is im
possible to meet them, not to speak of 
paying the principal. We are told 
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here that there is an amount of $1,-
600,000 of the proposed six millions 
to meet the deficit of 1923-1924. We 
have to raise a loan no doubt to meet 
that, but with regard to the other 
items I would like to say a few 
words. I notice in the Budget Speech 
delivered the other day by the Hon. 
Minister of Finance, Sir John Crosbie, 
reference was made to the Badger 
Road. 

(Reads extract from the Budget 
Speech.) 

With regard to that road I may say 
that it opens up the whole of the 
northern part of Twillingate District, 
and I would like to give the hon. mem
ber some information about it. It is 
of · great convenience to ,. the people 
g.oing into the lumber woods from the 
northern part of the district. The 
journey can be accomplished in one 
and a half hours. It is a distance of 
thirty-four miles and it is a good wide 
road. It is possible to go to Twin 
Lakes, Badger or any of these places 
over this road. I believe that those 
who have come and gone over that 
road will bear me out when I say that 
this road is of the greatest possible 
assistance to the people of that dis
trict. And still this statement is de
livered in the Budget Speech. Well, 
we are asked to vote two million dol
lars to build more roads. I suppose 
that the idea is that this money will 
be gotten back from the tourist traf
fic. I thought that I heard someone 
say that we had ceased to chase Will
o'-the whisps and had no more inten
tion of speculating and gambling. 
Still the Government is going 
to spend a great many thousand dol
lars on what I would be inclined to 
call a speculative proposition. We 
should take cognizance of the addi
tional interest which we are going to 
have to pay on this six million dol
lars. At five per cent. that means that 
the people of this country will have 
to pay three hundred thousand dol
lars more a year in interest. And we 

have also to think of the fact that we 
hope to pay this principal some day. 
We have to pay the principal. To do 
this we have to get some money from 
somewhere. There are several ways 
of raising revenue. The first is duty, 
the second taxation. Another source 
of revenue which the Government 
hopes to get is the tourist traffic. 
However, in 1894 the expenditure of 
the Colony was $1,750,000. The re
venue at that time was $1,790,000. In 
191'4 the total revenue was three and 
a half million dollars. What do we 
find to-day. We find to-day, with the 
additional interest which we will have 
to pay for this new six million dollars, 
it will make the interest which we 
have to pay on the public · debt as 
large as was the amount of revenue 
in 1914. That is a matter which is 
worth serious consideration. New
foundland has al ways been, it is said, 
able to recuperate from any disaster 
very rapidly. That is because New
fou11dlanders have al ways been 
thrifty. We have ·been good provid
ers. We have lived within our in
come. But the case to-day is that the 
people are alarmed at the increase 
of debt, and not only will the people 
who have left our shores not come 
back, but I am very mucl1 afraid that 
many others will follow. To come 
back to the resolutions now before 
the chair. I notice in the Budget 
Speech that there is a statement re
ferring to the fact that the savings 
accounts of the people of Newfound
land at present amount to over twen
ty million dollars. I would suggest 
that the Government give the people 
of our own Colony a chance to invest 
their money. There may be people 
at present who have not lost all hope 
in the country and who would be 
willing to invest some of their money 
to buy Newfoundland Government 
Bonds. 

As I said before r have no confi
dence that this tourist traffic will 

. come to any great financial advantage. 
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The next thing we come to is an 
amount of four hundred thousand 
dollars which is the estimated cost of 

• 
a new steamer on the Gulf of St. Law-
rence. I would suggest that instead 
of · spending such a large amount as 
four hundred thousand d·ollars for a 
steamer for this job that we should 
charter one until we · find whether 
this tourist traffic is a myth or not. 
I have crossed the Gulf and as far as 
I myself am concerned ·if I can get a 
half decent berth I do not care much 
what the rest of the steamer is like. 
The crossing is made mostly at night 
and only takes a few hours~ We do 
not want a new steamer to do this 
work. If the Kyle is not large enough 
why not put another steamer on to 
help her? If this tourist traffic is 
developed 'it · will only be for two or 
three months of the summer, and 
what · will our costly ship do for the 
rest of the year? When we go to 
float tfiis loan the country in which 
we are going to float it will ask for 
a balance sheet so that they can have 
a lo.ok at the condition of affairs ·in 
Newfoundland and see what our fi
nancial status is. What will it re
veal? All that it will show is loan af
ter loan. We had hoped that the time 

live on our 'inco'me. To do this we 
have · to reduce our expenditure. 

It seems to me that we do n·ot know 
whither we are tending and that we 
are very much in the dark when we 
embark on this voyage of experimen
tation. ·· Perhaps ; ·1 may ·be termed a 
pessimist, but I would rather say that 
I am conservative. I want some bet
ter and· more cogent argument put up 
than has been given to convince me 
that the spending of this money at the 
present moment is necessary. The 
first time I had the pleasure of com
ing into this House I remember sit
ting in the gallery and looking at Sir 
Robert Bond. I was a mere boy and 
I heard Sir Robert say that an inflated 
balloon when pricked with a needle 
would soon collapse, and I doubt 
whether we are not living in a state 
of inflation now and that it is only a 
matter of time before we shall 1be on 
the verge of collapse. I consider that 
it wo'uld be a much wiser policy for 
the Goverriment · to go ·slowly at this 
moment. It has been said here that 
the raising of all this money is ·not 
needed and perhaps it is not contem
plated to raise the whole of the six 
millions at the present juncture. Why 
then are we asked to vote for the rais-

had come when it would be unneces- · ing of this six million dollar loan? 
sary to float more loans and so in- There is to be an.other session of this 
crease taxation. I know that you House in January or February next 
will tell me that the income from and then I consider the Government 
the tourist traffic will take care of the might be better able to convince us 
extra interest and that it will not be that their policy is a wise and sound 
a burden on the country. That is noth- one; but at the present time I am not 
ing more than a hope. There is noth- convinced. I consider that, as the 
ing definite a·bout that, but we have fisheries of Newfoundland are the 
to bear the responsibility that goes backbone of this Colony, there should 
with it. · At the present time we be a certain amount of encouragement 
ought to live on what our income given to the fishermen. Conditions 
amounts to. I think that Dickens' this autumn, no doubt, are going to 
story about the man who had an in- be serious, and I consider that there 
come of twenty shillings a week ·is are places in this country where a 
timely. As long as he could get along portion of this borrowed money could 
on nineteen shillings a week he was be spent equally as well as on roads 
happy, but when he had to spend a to encourage tourists and to afford 
guinea a week he was miserable. I , tourists an ·easy drive during their 
think' that we should endeavour to stay in Newfoundland. I do not say 



• 

346 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

that I am against inter-town traffic 
or inter~town gr.owth, but I think, 
however, that we should endeavour to 
make our men producers rather than 
spenders. To-day · we find that we 
are ~burdened with a debt that should 
not be increased. Some speakers in 
the ·past have referred to this debt as 
a cancer that hangs around us and 
which sometime may prove our undo
ing. I had hoped that economy would 
have been the watchword of the pres
ent Governme11t instead of keeping on 
borrowing. What retrenchment have 
we seen during this session of the 
House? And where has the Govern
ment started to economize. We are 
told that there likely will be no dif
ficulty for the Colony to raise a six 
million dollar loan. .I am very glad 
that the spirit of confidence is abroad, 
but I do not know whether the pres
ent time is the most oportune to float 
that loan, but I do know that we 
should advertise it and call for ten
ders in order that the Colony might 
get the benefit of the very best terms 
that is possible to be made. We are 
stewards and custodians of the peo
ple and I do not think that we would 
be doing a wise thing in voting to give 
the Government a free hand in the 
spending · of two million dollars on 
roads and highways without having 
a more definite programme of how 
the· m.oney is going to be spent laid 
before us by the Government. How
ever, on the shoulders of the Govern
ment rests the responsibility and 
some day they will have to give an 
account of their stewardship to the 
people of the country. In the past a 
hue and cry used to go forth against 
the piling up of more de·bt, and I am 
strongly convinced that the time is 
not yet come for us to take two mil
lions of dollars and spend it on roads 
for the encouragement of tourist traf
fic without knowing how or in what 
way that money is going to be ex
pentled. We have a rail way on our 
hands and I am convinced that, as it 

is a public utility, it has to be run. 
No d.oubt the allocation for rolling 
stock is a necessary one but I do not 

• 
agree with the vote for the cost of a . 
new steamer. I think that $50,000 for 
repairs to the Dry ·Dock is quite a 
sum of money and I hope that con
crete repairs will be made instead of 
wooden alterations. I have seen some 
wooden docks on the other side of the 
water with concrete walls around 
them and I think that the same thing 
should be done here so that our dock 
will not need repairs in three or four 
years' time again. With regard to the 
cost of building sheds and making 
repairs to a pier, I believe that the . 
Prime Minister or Finance Minister 
spoke about raising that steamer up 
there. I wonder why she was not 
raised before and I wonder why it is 
that the people of this Colony should 
have to pay for the refloating of her. 
The vote for the machine shops may 
lie necessary, but the vote of a half 
million dolla.rs for the construction 
of a plant for coal and fuel is abso
lutely uncalled for. I have not yet 
been told to my satisfaction the idea 
of that vote. Is it that certain ma
chinery is to be brought here to facili
tate the easy discharging of coal? If 
that is s·o, then you are proposing to 
take away certain work from the 
laborers of St. John's. Steamers that 
come into St. John's to-day are dis
charged by laborers. I do not think 
that there is any short supply of 
laborers here now either, and I think 
that the Government is not well ad
vised in seeking a half million dollars 
in order to bring in machinery to 
build a plant and have certain appar
atus for quick discharging. Is it the 
intention of the Government, I ask, 
to go into the wholesale business with 
coal? Remember that times to-day 
in this country are not what they 
were ten, fifteen or twenty years ago. 
Every day almost there are inventions 
being perfected in order to make pas
senger and freight traffic more easy 
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and to eliminate the possibility of thought that I should have been able 
danger for shipping. We ·have wire- to see eye to e.ye with the Government 
less direction finders, fog alarms, etc., 
and I think that if the Government 
believe that they can sell coal here to 
foreign shipping at a profit they are 
making a great mistake. Another 
matter that crossed my mind is wheth
er or not we are going to see the 
electrification of the railroad. We 
have latent and dormant possibili
ties in this country awaiting develop
-ment. We have enormous water pow-
er, and · I think the time will come 

• 

when we shall see that the road across 
country will be electrified. Why then 
should we . contemplate spending a 
half million dollars in order to build 
a coal shed here in St. John's? Large 
quantities of coal · for the railway is 
landed at Clarenville, Lewisporte and 
other places and it is not at all ne
cessary that the coal for the use of 
the entire railroad should be brought 
to St. John's. We are also told that 
some of this money may be spent for 
other ·public purposes! I have advo
cated here when presenting a petition 
that a certain shoal tickle needed to 
be dredged in order to help the fish
ermen in their daily work, and I feel 
that the encouragement of the fisher
ies and proper attention to marine 
works should be gone into rather than 
spending the whole . of two ·· million 
dolla·rs for the encouragement of the 

• 
tourist traffic. 

I hope that this loan of six million 
dollars will be · cut down by the Gov
ernment and I hope that when the 
vote is taken in this House that it will 
be seen that we cannot possibly go 

. ' 
ahead borrowing more than what we 
must absolute~y have. I want to put 
myself on record that I am ·against 

· the raising of the whole of this six 
million dollars at the present time. I 
consider that half of it would be as 
much as we should decide ·to raise at 
the present juncture. 

MR. DUFF-Mr. Chairman, I 

on some things, but so far it has been 
impossible for me. Governn1ents in · 
the past have unquestionably made·· 
serious mistakes, and · this Govern
ment is no exception. 

I consider that the spending of two 
n1illion dollars for tourist -roads is 
poor business. Take the Badger and 
Deer Lake roads that cost so much. 
They are of little or no benefit to this 
country, and one wonders 11ow 36 re
presentatives could agree to · such 
'vaste. Now we all remember when 
the branch railways to 1·rrepassey, 
Heart's Content, Bonavista and Bay 
de Verde were started. People who 
were instrumental in having tl1ose 
lines built had no idea. of what they 
were doing, although they· might think 
it impertinent of me to . say so. It wa.s 

· purely a matter of wasting this coun
try's money and I fear that this Govt. 
is making a similar mistake in launch
jng out so extensively on tliis road 
making policy. Now these. llesolutions 
I assure you, Mr. Chairman, is "a bolt 
from the blue" to this country be
cause the people had no idea that the 
present Government intended 3ee1{
ing such a large loan as six mill ion 
dollars. There may be reaso11 for 
asking for some of it so far as paying 
our debts is concerned, but, accord
ing to the Re·solutions now before. the 
Chair, there is no necessity for ask
ing for money for some · of the. items 
contained in them, such as two 1nil
lion dollars for Newfoundland roads~ 
We all would like to have tot1rists 
come here and spend money, but I am 
afraid that is only a dream because 
'rery few of them come here, they 

--, 

usually go fishing on the West Coast· 
where they remain a short time and 
then get away quickly, and so it ap
pears to me to be very poor business 
for this Government to go to the. ex
pense of two million dollars plus the 
i11terest on it for the purpose men
tioned. Everything seems to get en-
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couragement in this country exce.pt 
the main ind.ustry-the fisheries. Peo
ple who are on · the other side of the 
I-louse now. were wont to advocate 
tl1e cause of the . fisheries "\Vl1en they · 
were in Opposition, and no\\T is their 
opportunity to practice wl1at they 
preache·d. · P·ersonally I am not in 
fa.vour of a bounty on fish because the 
matter of the price of fisl1 as well as 
improved cure is in ·the hands of the 
exporting merchants themselves . to 
decide and why should this . Go,rern
ment interfere. If tl1e merchants do 

• 
11ot know their own business it .is up 
to the Government to show them. 
The Warren Government toolr the 
duty off · molasses, pork, beef, kero
sene and gasolene in ·lieu of giving a 
bounty, and after all it was a b11si-
11esslike thing to do. It .simplified mat
ters considerably and fishermen, 
widows and orphans througl1out the 
country benefitted by having the duty 
off these necessary commoclities; and 
I am sorry that the . present Minister 
of Finance could not see h1s way 
clear to leave them off. The encour·
agement of the fisheries this year ·is . . 

a greater essential than ever because 
tl1ere. are hundreds of fishermen on 
the Labrador who have not got ten 
quintals to date, and the majority of 
them are poorer than when they went. 
awa.y. The fishermen this fall will 
need more than a bounty, and if the 
two million dollars to be spent on 
roads and highways will help those 
n1en I have nothing to say against it, 
although it is a pity that the cbuntry 
is in such an unfortunate condition. 
As far as I can see the retrenchment 
scheme of the Government has not 
Worked very well thus far. We were 
told by the Minister of Posts and Tele
graphs of all the money he · ,,,..as sav
ing by ta.king steamers off Fortune 
Bay, Trinity Bay and the Northern 
Labrador. But we find to-clay that 
these same boats are s·till going 
strong. Times are very serious in this 
country just now, although the l-:>rime 

Minister told us that things were 
rosy. We were told here by Mr. Ben-
11ett of labor troubles in this city; we 
have Bell Island and Sydney closing 
down and we have the Labrador fish- . 
ery a failure, so that tl1e.re is every 
room for pessimism. I notice that out 
of the six million dollars that one 
nlillion is to be earmarked for work to 
· })e done in St. John'~ West. I s11ggest
ed earlier in the session that St. 
John's would be heard fron1 very of
te!l now. There is nearly one and 
tn.ree quarter million dollars al
located for this rail way system. ...~ 

gentleman of the Government S8 .. id 
some time ago in this House that he 
would be glad for some one to take 
over this railway for nothing. "'\Vell, 
why are you now asking for one and 
tl1ree quarter million dollars to spend 
011 a railway that is not pa~ring and 
that you are willing to give a.\vay? 

' 
1"" ou are also asking now for $350,000 
to spend on rolling stock, and all for 
a Rail way, after all this money is ex
pended on, that you will still desire to 
give away. I am pleased to notice that 
the Government at last recog11izes our 
natives in the management. The for
mer Government went to Winnipeg 
for a man to manage our· Railway and 
steamship service, whilst we had me·n 
in this country that had forgotten 
more than he knew, and tl1e· condi
tion of the rolling stock, etc. to-day . I . 
attribute to this importatio11. 

E·st mated co·st of a new steamer on 
the Gulf St. Lawrence $:t00,000.00. I 
think that the suggestion made by Mr. 
Ashbo·urne would l)e a wise one, to 
hire a bo·at fo·r the time being to try 
out yo.ur experiment, rather tha11 
build a ·new 01ne 

Repairs to dock $50,000.00 I really 
think that would be required, but . 
when repa rs have been done where 
are you going to get the bo·ats to 
come fo·r repairs there? Yo·ur port is 
blacklisted. T'he same thing will 
happen as happens now, temporary 
repairs only will be effected, and tl1e 
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Govern1nent sl1ould take off the ex
cessjve port charges and encourage 
~hips to . co1ne for pern1anent repairs 
thereby g·iving the square deal to sl1ip 
owners. and Nfid., art sens alike. Cost 
of equipn1ent and new macl1inery at 
machi11e sl1op $50 000.00, I l1ave no 
doubt, but tt1at is necessary ~s I un
derstand tha~ a eo11siderable amount 
of hard wo·rk js 1:lei11g done n<J,V, and 
and it must i1ecPssarily be vur~· slow, 
and costly. 

Cost of completi<)ll of butldi!1gB 011 
rail"·ay, etc., $75,000.00, I "\vould su~

gest that we leave tJ1at for a,v· l~ile as 
we re·~ lly cannot a cord t at the pre -
sent time, and "\Ve can very \\~ell do 

• 

withOl1.t •t . 
Estimated cost of const:ructi(}11 of 

plant ·for co·al and fl1,cl . $500.00.00. I 
' 

do not know wl1ether t11e Govern1nent 
is going in the coal tra<l ·~ or not. if 
they are I 'vo·uld ce1"te:Li11I:r Rllggest 
that it be left alone as we all k110\v 

that Government o·p~r~ttiCl!l c)r f'<)'n
trol is not very successful where ever 
it has been tr ed. I vto11l.J suggc .. st 
Mr. Cl1airman that the (}over11111e11t 
cut down some orf these amou11t;s, anrl 
consequently the am·ount of the loan, 
a.s we cannot really affc>rd it ·tt tl1e 
prese11t ti.n1e. Tl1ere are pec)ple on 
tl1e Labrador at present tl1ey 11ave 
little chance of knowing what thny 
are goi11g to do, for a livl 11ood 'vitl1 
tl1eir fishing vessels and gear practi
cally wo·rn out tl1ro·ugh poor returns 
the past four years. Some encourage-
1nen t ·sl1ould be given them at th1s 
tin1e and consequently an encourage-
1nent to continue the fisheries. Fisl1-
n1Pn from Port11gal, United States and 
CanDda come to tl1is country to· fisl1 
and our own people are denied a 1 v
ing at tl1is industry, and have to 
leave this country to seek a liv1ihood 
elsewhere. 

I spent twene-y-five years down on 
the Labrado·r and it was not all sun
sl1ine · believe me. I 11ave friends still 
going to that co·ast doing the same 

work as I d d, and when I remember 
the way tl1ey 11a.ve1 to work, as well 
as tl1e i11anner in 'vhich the fishermen, 
from one end of the coast to the other, 
have to work in fo1g and storm to elre 
out a miserable existence-to keep 
un wl1at one sees around him in tl1is 

~ 

city, one is forced to conclude tl1~"t 

tl1ere is so111ething radically wrong · in 
the state and I would bespeak some 
con;s, deratio·n and encoura.gement for 
our producer's at tl1is time. 

I des'ire the enco·uragement of our 
fisl1eries and economy, to make this 
co1untry_ a better land to· live in, and 
for tl1at reason I 'vo·u.ld suggest tu 
the Government that they bring in re
solutions for a mucl1 smaller outla:1, 
and for these reasons I cannot sup
port the bill fo1r such a tremendous 
loan. 

MR. SCAMlVIELL:-Mr. Chairman, I 
rise to make a few remarks relative 
to the Loan Res.olutions no·w be.fore 
tl1e Ho·use. I understand that among 
the few privileges which the Opposi
tit)Il enjoys in matters of tl1is so·rt is 
the privilege of suggesting reductions 
and we fro·m this side· of the House 
c,ertain1y intend to· avail of this. priv
ilege in co·nnection with this proposed 
loan. The Squires and Warren minis
ters were raising loans tl1e·y went 
about it 1n such a conservative fas
hion that the Opposition found it ne
cessary to suggest larger lo·ans even, 
but to·-day; we, as an O·pposition must 
suggest to the Government the: advis
ability o.f a re·ductio·n. I think, Sir, 

' 
t11at when it becomes known through-
out the le·ngth and breadth of the land 
that one o·f the initial acts of the ne·w 
Government is the raising of a loan of 
six milJion dollars there will be noth
ing short of wides.pread amaze·ment 
a11d astonishment. The Prime Min
ister argues that he has a mandate 
for everything he has done, i11 the 
l\tianifesto which he placed befo·re the 
electorate this Spring, but I fail to 
see how he can reconcile the passage 

- ' 



350 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

which I propose to read from his 
i\'Ianifesto with his action regarding 
tl1is loan. Without any substantial or 
definite explanatio·n he asks us to sad
dle the country with a loan of six mil
lion dollars in addition to our already 
11f,avy burden. T·he Prime Minister in 
11ib Manifesto asks·: "Sl1all we have 
the old bad Go·vernment at the hands 
of those who gave it or a better Gov-
. ernn1ent at the hands of new 1. men? 
Sl1all our course. be downward or up-

. ~·ard? Shall the1 Colony sink beneath 
a loa.d of incompetency and corruption 
or go onward and upward to· a better, 
11appier day?" Now, Sir, it S·eems to 
1118 that in proposing this huge lo,an 
at the time the Government is pursu
ing· the ve:ry course· which the Prime 
lVIi11ister deplored in his Manifesto 
and one f.a:ils to see how he is, through 
ti~is loan~ guiding the ·country up·ward 
t(> a happier day. My first comn1ent 
inu.st. be that the loan is too large. 
r1,11re·e million dollars would suffice to 

. !neet the Government's p·ressing ne
cessities at the p·resent time. No· de
finite information has been given as 
to 11ow the various sums earmarked 
in these Resolutio·ns are to be spent 
and certainly no substantial argument 
l1as yet come fro·m the Gove:rnment 
side in support of many of the items 
i11cJuded in the Resolutions. The one 
111illion six hundred thousand dollars 
aslred for to meet deficits may be all 
right and regarding that I have noth
ing to say. N'ow the next item is the 
hug·e S•Um of two million dollars for 
building pub:lic highways. In view 
uf the lack of information as to where 
and .how these highways are to be 
b11ilt and the manner in which this 
vute is supposed to be spent, I must 
protest against this idea at the 
present time. 

Now the Prime M?nister told us the 
ot11er . day that in his opinion the 
vr'ices being paid for· fish this season 
uid not ne·cessitate a bo·unty being 
paid on fish this year and that his 
Government c.ould not see their way 

clear to provide such a bounty this 

:rear. Then again the othe·r day we 
r~ad the spectacle of the Government 
in,creasing the duties on fishermen's 
supplies, duties, Sir, which the late 
Government took off. The Prime Min
ister went to the country on a pie.a of 
doing so·mething to encourage the 
i1shery as our staple industry, yet · we 
fi11d that every sing1e act of the 
Government has been to make the 
fishe·rman's burden h.arder to bear . 
And to-day, Sir, in view 0 1f the1se 
facts we are asked to raise two mil
Jion dollars for public highways on . a 
pretext of encouraging . tourist traffic. 
I a.m afraid that it w'ill be a small 
consolation to the fishermen of this 
cc•untry to know th.at duties have bee·n 
increased and a bounty denied them, 
and yet we are supposed to vote two 
rr1illion dollars fo·r the benefit of tour
ists who may or may not come he·re. 
As reg.ar·ds th.is tourist traffic idea, 
I agree with the honourable member 
for Twillingate, Mr. As.hbourne·, that 
've ought by all means try the experi
rr1ent first in a small way before un
clt:~rtaking such a huge project in this 
direction without any absolute know
ledge of possible resu;Jts. But, Sir, if 
ti1e Government will ins.ist in voting 
this two million dollars for highways 

• I 'vant just now to· m.ake a p1ass1ng 
reference to a remark delivered 
in ·the Budget Speech the other day. 

Referring to the· Halls Bay-Badger 
and the Deer Lake-Bonne Bay roads 
h€ sai:d that no sane: man coti;ld see 
any sense or any use in the construc
tion of the·se roads and that they were 
useless an·d to-day grassgrown. The 
honourable member for Tw'illingate, 
Mr. Ashbourne, has discussed this re
mark in relation to the Hall's Bay
Badger road: a.nd I wish now to refer 
to the· Bo1nne Bay road. I repudiate 
tl1e suggestion that the: road is useless 
nJ1d that the expenditure was an ab
solute waste. It m'ight be true that 
the part of the road which was built 
by the Gove·rnment without contract 
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cost a great deal more than was justi
fiable, but the work done urider con
tract gave good returns fo·r the money 
spent. I always insisted that the 
wl1ole road sho·uld haver been built 
ltnder co,ntr.act and I deplore as much 
as anybody the over expenditure as a 
result o·f Go·vernment operations in 
lJu.ilding some sectio·ns. 

Now as regards. this r·oad, 
wish tor say that it is of good 
of very great use. It passes 
one of the finest stretches 

Sir, I 
use and 
througl1 
of the 

country in the Island to-day from an 
agricultural and scenic point of view. 
Tl1e· ro·ad is of great use to 11undreds 
of men from Bonne Bay employed at 
tl1e . industrial centres in the vicinity 
of Deer L·ake, and in the Autumn 
mc1reover is used for the trans1niss.ion 
of mails when passage by sea is o.ften 
out of the question. The people of 

. Bonne Bay asked for this r·oad be
cause the·y felt that it would be years . 
before they could get a railroad, and 
even if thery 11ad a railr·oad they 
naturally exp·ected a tie up for montl1s 
in the Winter season such as was in 
evidence on other branches. Tl1e 
Bonne Bay-Deer Lake road, Sir, must 
be . finished, and I urge upon the Gov
ernm.ent if tl1ey decided to go on with 
t11is vote of two milrlion dollars for 
roads, ·that one hundred and fifty 
tl1ousand dollars be earmarked to 
complete thi.s road. The people asked 
for it and want to see it finished. Then 
again, if the G0vermen t is sincere i11 
its idea of promoting to·urist trat1ic by 
building highways there is no place in 
tl1e country that can demand better
attention than the Bonne Bay road. 
There is everytl1ing in the vicinity to 
attract the tourist from the stand
point of scenery, fishing and ga.ine, 
and tl1ose· who know Bonne Bay must 
admit th.at its scenery is unequalled . 
i.n grandeur by anything else in the 
country. I must make a strong plea 
for the completion o·f the ro·ad and 
trust t'hat we are not to be over
looked · in this respect. 

Passing on now, Sir, · to a further 
CfJnsiderat on of tl1e various items 
cutlined i11 tl1e Resolutions., I am sut-

, 

prised to find that such a large su111 
o·f mo·ney is to be spent in connectio11 
'vith tl1e railroad without having any 
official statement from any authorita
t ve source as to the necessity for the 
proposed expenditures. Surely before 
tl1e Go·ver11ment asks the House to 
sanction tl1e·se ht1ge amounts · fo·r rai.l
\vay de·vclopn1ent 've ought to have a 

' . 
' statement from the Govt. Engineer 

or tl1e railroad's inanagement show
j11g the i1ecessjty for sucl1 expe'ndi
tu.res. I do· not object to the fiftJr 

' 
tl1ot1sand clollars pro·vided for · repa.irs 
t o the clo·ck. as I feel tl1at by repairing 
t11e dock 've shall attract more sl1ip
ping to th s porr,t for repairs, and con-

. seq11e11t]y be11efit ourselves consider
ably in that direction . 

' 

Wi111 regarfl tn tl1e proposed new 
steam er for t11e Gulf I am in accord 
witl1 the member for Twillingate, Mr 

1\sl1 bourne, a11d tl1ink tl1at we ougl1t 
to go slo'\v and c11arter a stean1er to 
tal{e care of the extra traffic on tl1e 

' 

Gulf. 

Nosv, Sir, as regards undertaking 
repairs to ·tl1e ra .!road between tl1is 
:i11<l Clarenville, I feel tl1at tl1ere are 
T'' a11 " .. ot.]1 er places on the road tl1at 
'vant to be re-railed as well as be
t.vvePn ]1 ere a,nd Clarenville. If you 
recollect considerat}le money was spent 
last year on some sections of the road 
o,ver 'vl1icl1 tl1is proposed re-railing is 

to talre place. I agree with the Lead
er o.f tl1e Oppositio·n wl1en he says 
tl1at tl1e re-ra lin~ i;S a great deal 
more likely to cost $1,00,000 
than tl1e $800 ,000_ provided in 
thPse ResoJutions. It is deplorable 
that we have no official reporrt show
jng tl1e need for this undertaking an<l 
what it is likely to co·st that 've migl1t 
better kno·w our posit on on tl1e n1at
ter. 

Now 8S r0gards five hl1ndred tl1ou
sand dollars f o,r tl1e erection of a coal 
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plant in St. J ol1n 's. Wl1at do·es tl1is 

mean? S11rely the Government I can-· 

not be contemplating enter-ing tl1e co:.il 
business and erecting a CO·al plant · at 
such a huge expense? v.Te have not 
11eard a si11gl'e word in explanation or 
clefense of this matter a11d yet we are 
asked to vote five hundred thousand 
dollars for a project of this sort . in 
the clos ng 11ours of tl1e L.egislature. 
If tl1e idea is to· bunker sl1ips I cannot 
see any argument in its favour on that 
point because surely tl1e 01rganizerl 
le·gitimate co1al trade of the town is 
jn a po·sition to take care o.f that 
s tuatio·n. What about the people who 
11ave be·en in the coal trade fo·r years 
and 11ave 1nade it tl1eir business to 
a.ccommodate sl1ips requiring l)unker. 
I feel, Mr. Chairman, that these peo
ple are well able to take care of tl1e 
bunkering trade in this port and. th~lt 
this proposition w 11 mean a great ct1t 
to the trade of these firms if we vo1t3 
for it. Sure1y after all tl1e protests 
we 11ave 11eard from 11ol1ourable men1-
bers o·n the other side, tl1e Govern-
1nent ca.nnot be contemplating enter
ing tl1e coal trade as a new experi-
1nent. 

In co,nclusion, Sir, there is tl1e pr()
viso, tl1at the . Governor in Counc 1 
sJ1all have power to apply any balance 
over and above tl1eir expenditures lo 
devote to any essential public service. 
Wl1at does this inean and what bal
a11ces are we to anticipate? It seems 
to 1ne t11at we are all in the· dark as 
to 'vhat i1101st of these Resolutio·ns 
ni.ean. Tbe otl1er day tl1e Government 
ashed us to autl1orise them to obru
gate certain duties \Vhen felt the 
financial co1ndition of tl1e country 
'varranted tl1em in so doing. We have 
11eard fiery protests from the otl1er 
side o.f the House about the actions 
of the late Government as regards 
tl1ings being done by Minute of Coun
c11, but I must say, S r, it appears to 
me tl1at the Government of to·-day 
propose to p·ractice so·mething of a 

' . 

similar nature only tl1ey want to 
round the corner by a different 
metl1od. . I ·consider, Sir, that 
there is a gre.at deal of political ex
pediency attacl1ed to the· Government's 
nlethod with regard to these matters. 
The House in my opinion ought not to 
confer this power on the· Gvernment 
and I strongly object to the Proviso. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I must 
again p·rotest against this loan of six 
million dol.ars just now until we real 
ly get o·n the right ro·ad. I consider 
three millions a substantial amount at ,. 

t.t1is juncture and I consequently p1ro
pose to vote against these Re·solutions. 

lVI:R. \VARREN:-Mr. Chairman, I 
do not propose to vote on th-0se reso-
1 u tions, and I therefore co11sider that 
it is for me to give my reasons. At 

· first I was interested as to the ob
jects for whicl1 those amounts were 
to be spent. First of all I fail to see 
11ow the Gover11me11t can say that 
tl1ere is a deficit of $1,600,000.00, from 
1923-23, wl1en as a matter of fact it 
could i1ot be above $1,000,000.00 or 
there about. It is merely a matter of 
boolr-keepi11g, and I may say that 
before risi11g to speak 011 tl1ose resolll
tions, I took tl1e trouble to make cBr
tain as to the deficit, a11d I know for 
a fact tl1at there is i1ot a deficit of 
$1,600,000.00. Last year we raised a 
loan of $3,500,000.00, a11d we provided 
for the deficit of 1923. In taking up 
the Budget Speech, I fii1d tl1at the 
details on page 23 show that the loan 
netted us $3 ,511,237.39, and tl1e date 
of the Budget is July 28th. We paid 
the Bank of Montreal on Pit Prop 
Account $1,000,000.00, and u11less some 
balance of that has been spent by 
Minute of Council there sl1ould 11ow 
be a balance of $466,595.00. 

We are asked to vote $500,000 for 
tl1e cost of the construction of a plant 
for coal and fuel in St. Jol1n's West. 
Five or ten years ago if any Prime 
Minister or Minister of Finance was 
to come into the House or the Legis-
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lature and ask to vote half tl1e an1ount 
for any one project it would have 
been prefaced by speeches of two 
hours duration. At any rate he would 
11a ve given his reasons for such a re
quest. We 11ave 11eard nothi1Jg a.s to 
the necessity for such a coal depo·t. It 
11as been stated that it would be a 
great investment. But no facts or 
figures have been submitted to show 
tl1e necessity for spending this amount 
011 this particular project at tl1is par.:. 
ticular time. 

We 11ave to scrape along as 1Jest we 
ca.n under tl1e present circt1mstances. 
I 11ave been in tl1e Govern1nent for 
five years and the Hon. gentlemen of 
tl1is House will remember on a cer
tain occasion the governrnent in
clulged in business transactions <)f its 
own. It was not successful and tl1ose 
on this side of the House at that time 
never failed to reiterate the saying 
tl1at the Government sl1ould never in
dulge in business. I think I learnt a 
lesso11. I took advice and a.ltl1ough 
' rarious endeavours 'vere n1ade dur
ing the short period of n1y being 
Prin1e Minister to get the Governr11ent 
to engage in business I always turned 
it down. If tl1e Government thinks 
tl1ey are going to indulge in coal busi
ness I wisl1 them success. But from 
my own experience I don't thinlr their 
experience is going to be a 11appy 
one. 

Before proc'eeding I would 1 ike to 
ask the Minister of Finance "\vitl1 re
gard to the sl1eds in St. Jol1n's \Vest 
is there . any intention to make any 
deal or arrangement \Vith tl1e fl.our 
mill? 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
The proposition was put up to a pre
vious Government, and I am wonder
i11g if they are still of the same rnjnd. 

M R. W A R R E N:-The next 
item is an a1nount of two 
million directly or indirectly concern
ed with the transportatlon system of 
the Colony. I cannot support that 

under the present circumstances. The 

Government must have some settled 

policy with regard to the transporta

tion system. They stood on this side 
when I was on the other side and 
thundered at us and against the Gov
ernment operation _of the railway. If 
the Government has a settled policy 
with regard to the railway then I say 
spend the two millions on it. But if 
they have no settled policy, then this 
is no time to go and spend two mil
lions on it. I asked the Prime Min
ister if there was anything done with 
regard to the future operation of the 
road. I think that the Govern
ment before spending two millions 
should come to a settled idea as to 
what they are going to do. If the 
Government are going to oper·ate the 
railroad for ever, then I admit that two 
millions is little enough to spend on 
it. But if they are undecided then this 
is no time to spend it. If it is the in
tention of the Government to try and 
get outside people to operate the rail
road as I say they should do because 

. ' 
Government operation is going to be a 
mistake and a failure, then we should 
wait and see what will happen before 
we i1nmediately go and sink two mil
lions in the improvement of the rail
way. First we should put it in good 
condition, then we could meet and see 
what we could do with outside capital. 
While I was in England I took the 
matter up with people over there. I 
was asked to prepare a statement 
showing the profile of the road. To 
have statements made giving an ac
count of the rolling stock, condition 
of the road bed, where curves could be 
cut down, grades altered, so that 
economical trains could be run over 
the road. I instructed Mr. Russell, 
and when I left office the material was 
being prepared for those people. It-is 
worth while to take it up, ·but I un
derstand there is no effort being made 
to interest outside capital in the op
eration of the railroad. I think it is 
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a great opportunity. After all the 

only reason why the Reid Newfound

land Company operated the railroad 

was b·ecause they 11ad .interests in this 

country. And they o·pera,ted the road 

for the sin1ple reason that unless the 

road was op·erated tl1eir properties 

would be of littiJe or no· value. There 

has been a lot .oif money inv·ested in 
tl1e country since tl1en. · Investments 
on the West Coast, Grand Falls a11d 
elsewhere that we did not have at 
tl1at ti1ne. And I feel certain that we 
o·ught to try and interest those 'vl10 
11ave money in the country to operate 
the ro·ad as· econo·m;ically as they can. 
Unless that is done I am not going to 
vote for the two m:illion dollars for 
the railway under tho·se unsett1led 
conditions. 

The last item is the matter o·f roads. 
And on this po:" nt I differ from the 
Official Opposition as Leader of the 
Independent Party. I cons·ider tl1at a 
real good investment. I have been 
round a good many places in this 
world and I have seen what can be 
d·o·ne to .interest the tourist in tl1e 
country. If you were to go o·ver to 
England and see the inducements of
fered to tourists by tu''penny and 11a'
penny towns you would not 11esitate 
to vote fo·r peop1e to con1e here. Wl1en 
tourists come down here to· see the 
scenery we tell them tl1ey ca11't get 
there. Look at a photogra.ph _and 
tl1at · s all tl1ey can do. They cons'id
er the money well spent pro·v'ided it 
is properly spent. Tl1e reaso·n that 
we don't l1ave nlore tourists here is 
because those that come 11ere can't 
see the beauty spots; can't get tl1e 
fishing that you 11ave been advertisjn!?,". 
They go away and tell tl1eir fr.iends 
that it is all bunkum. Don't go do·wn 
there. Only a Newfoundlander wl10 
goes witl1 a pack on his back and 
trek's m.iles up tl1e country ever sees 
··t. That I think is the best thing and 
I would vote for it twice over. As 

long as the money is well spe11t I am 
confident we will get returns. 

The reason that I can't vote fo·r 
these items is because I represent a 
constituency tl1at hais been up against 
it recently. And I need'nt reiterate 
what I 11ave already said. But I 11ave 
to ask tl1ose tl1at sent me 11ere. Ca11 
you consc.iencious1ly ask tl1e people of 
Fortune Bay to. pay their share o·f tl1e 
taxes fo1r a tw9 mill on loan when tl1ey 
have no roads and the only boat tl1ey 
have is taken away. Tl1ey don't ex
pect me to· do it. It's true the Go·v
ernmen t put on a boat recently but 
it does not fill tl1e bill. And I learn 
it i1s only go,ing to cause mo·re trouble. 
All very wel1l for tl1ose wl10 are well 
looked after. How can I vote for that 
when I knowi that the people are des
titute of any roads 01r any means ot 
communication. You are going to reraiT 
the road from St. John's to Clarenville. 
The railroad to Fortune Bay 'vas torn 
up. Rails were taken away to rerail the 
road somewhere else. It is not as if tl1ey 
ca11not pay tl1e taxes. Tl1ere were 
statements tabled a few weeks agr1 
sl1owing tl1e a1no·unt of able bodierl 
relief. There were 011ly $200 for For-
tune Bay against tl1ousands for otl1er 
clistricts. Business men are bui-lrlin~ 

a new patent fish dryer. They 11ave 
faitl1 in tl1e Bay and are spenclin ~ 
the r money tl1ere. In addition to tl1at 
yea.rs ago Fortune Bay wa1s noted fo·r 
jts herring. And I want to tell yn11. 

Sir, Fortune Bay is better off to·-da·~t 

as regards tl1e herring fishery. 

Harbor Breton has a factory wl1i"l1 
i11akes bladders. It 11as one of tl1e 
mo·st prosperous out.port mercl1ant'1 
jn tl1i1s country, Mr. Garland. 

Tl1e peo·ple sup·port tl1emselves. 
Tl1ey are very industrious and nev~r 
apply to the Government for relief. 
Everyone from the Priest down wears 
clothes made by their wives and s s
ters. Made in their own ho1nes. They 
are cut o·ut, 1sewn, and 1riade .at 11on1e. 
I can't, much as I would like to, ask 
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theu1 · t .o distribute · tl1eir sl1are of the 
taxes for roads, etc., until they 11ave 
been 1 ooked after. 

I am sure the members on tl1e other 
side of the House w:ill agree that 
wl1at my constituents are loo·king fo,r 
is tl1e sa·me comfo,rtis a.s then1selves. 
And I am sure tl1at if they \Vere s t
ting 11ere tl1ey would not agree to· pay 
taxes for the interest on the loan to 
provide comfo·rts fo·r others. That 
briefly is my reaso.n. I don't want to 
vote against the resolutio0ns because 
. so1ne of the1n appeal to me. I o·nly 
witl1ho·ld ·n1y vote because· of the re.a
s.ans I 11ave sho·rtly outlined here. 

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE
TARY-Before proceed·i11g further, I 
wish to make a few remarks with re
gard to the Resolutions now before 
the Chair. I have 1 stened witl1 a 
great deal of p·lea.sure to· the remarks 
o.f iny Honourable friends on the other 
side of the House., particularly tl1e 
member for Fortune Bay, Mr. Warren, 
the leader of . the Independent Party. 
Whilst I extend n1y sympathy to hi1n 
tl1at · l1e finds J1imself unable to sup-. 
po·rt the R.esolutions altl1ough 11e be-
lieves. in them, he is practically in no 

' man's land, liut still I kno'v 11is heart 
is with those on this side o.f tl1e 
House. 

We have 11eard a great deal of crit
icism and an effort to create alarm 
about the raisi11g of tl1is Loan of Six 
Millio·n Dollars, but if one wol1ld only 
examine tl1e d fferent headings und€r ' 
whicl1 the Loan . is laid, and contern
plate the absolute necessity for tl1e 
a1nounts under those 11eads, no otl1er 
conclu1sion can be come to, but tJ1at 
tl1e loan is justified in every part~ct1-
lar. Tl1e first ite111, namely, o·rte mil
lion,, six hundred tl1ousand dollars, 
is not of our own creat ·on, but a. leg
acy handed down by our predece.ssors. 
This is a debt that 11as been pilerl llp, 

and it is not my purpo1se· this evening. 
to go into the causes that ~. ed llP to 
thi$ ind~btedness, but merely to ;;3_y 

that, in my o·pinio11, under tl1e c1rc11m 
stances, a great port on of this d e.1't 
should have · never been a.cquired. 

The second item on. the list is for 
two inillio·n dol1laris fo·r the building . 
of highways and roads to the different 
p·a.rts of the country. On all sides ft"'r 
tl1e· past ten o·r fifteen years 've· ha,v~ 

heard people calling out for the de-
velo1p·ment o·f a to·urist traffic. T'hat 
demand we· are endeavoring to· ineet, 
and co.nsider ng tl1e first step i11 the 
development of that tra.ffic is to· put 
good and subs.tantial road1s in such . 
parts of the country where people may 
come and spend tl1eir mo·ney and time, 
and bring tl1en1 in closer . touch .. with 
all our natura1 resources. The lead
er of tl1e Opposition in his remarks, 
said that we sho.uld have hotels first, 
and ro·ad1s afterwards. I join :·ssue 
with him· on this P·O·int, and state that 
we· sl1ould have good roads as the pre
liminary to the building of Hote1s, or 
at least the develop1nent of eacl1 
sl1ould go hand in 11and. A year ago. 
or less than a year ago, it would J1a Ie 
been. impossible to get a dollar invest
ed in an hotel enterp·ri~e in this coun
try unless it had a Government guar
antee behind it. To·-day things l1ave 
cl1anged, and altho·ugh some people 
inay not appreciate the situation, (),,?_ 

ing to the· late change in the la \VS re
lating to the sale of beers, ~--nes a11rl 
.a,lcoholic liquo.rs, the p·os.si.bility o.f 
tourist develo·pment and the success
ful financing o.f an Hotel project have 
been materially altered, and whilst I 
believe that if a goo<l I-Iotel were 
started here in St. J 01111'~:; 'vitl1 son1e 
subsid ·ary hotels in other rlesirable 
parts of the country, a very large bus
iness would be built up in a s11ort 
time,, but it mus1t of necessity ac
quire goo·d roads to enable peop·le to 
go afar, so, that they Ciln get co11ve11-
ient.Jy near good sport·ln ~ facilities; 
and if people ar<:~ to co111e here "'rI1c, 
are p·repared to sp f~11tl a lar;..r - ~ ~i1nount 

of money, they must in tl1e flrst place 
have ample and su ·table accomniotla-
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tion for tl1em, as well as facilities for 

. going around the co·untry to enj<lY our 

unsurpassed scenery, an<l to exper
ience the joys of our na.turaJ. attract
ions. People will not co1ne n1erely 
for tl1e sake of having rt glas,3 11f l1e0r 
or wine at dinner; whilst these things 
might be quite acceptable for them, 
still we must find f u r t h e r 
n1eans of entertainment if "re 'vo11ld 

' acquire antl mainta.in a first class touri· 
ist tra:ffic. Our great natl1.ral attract
ions, our salmon rive•'.3 teen1ing \Vitl1 
~al111on. If some t)f tl1e people <lf the 
United States or Canada, or JDngland, 
were told of tt1'~ c1ua11ttt)T of salmon 
in our river.3 tl1ey "\\·culd 11a~·tl~y be
lieve ·t. My i·iacl~ <>f ~a!n·to11 are wait
ing there for tb_e skill of tl1e true 
spo·rtsmen. Oil!' trout :-,trl~an1s are 11n
surp·assed; ar1d 011r g~1119, i11 t11e wa.y 
of caribou, groouse, wild duck 
likewise, makos lll) Sllch an attractive 
picture, that ~e·w C1)ul:J· r£~fl1se to fJar
ticipate. Apart froin c1ur sporting 
facilit ·es is !)ltr 11r1s11r1)<:tSS('<l ~li1n2.te 

and magnificer1t sco11er:1. 
of people in the nearby 

T1101.1 sands 
Continent 

who· are tl1irst!i~ fc>r 1>leasures 11ew, 
\Vould come to P,njoy the nattrrnl beat1-
ties of Newf0i111d. la~1d., f1<.1rtict1lar1~· as 
'~re have not, 11p t0 tl1 1~ p1·eser1t, at
tracted many CJf tl1ose nf lar~~e i11eans 
and tin1e at t11e::-- tl:sp<)H~tl to spen<1 
in the enjo·ymf11: of t11ese 11Qturn1 at
tractions. 

Of co11rse it I11ust l.le llnr11e 11 n1ir1d 
tl1at our pre,sent travelling facilities 
of coming and going fron1 tl1is cou11-
try to Canada and the United States, 
as well as to the Old C.ountry, are not 
at all like 0 1ne would desire. Wl1en I 
\Vas in Liverpool last spring, ·n con
VPrsation \vith the Furness Withy Co., 
tl1ey told n1e tl1ey wou.Jd put on ~ 11e'}l 

line of steamers, provided t11ere vvas 
. a good hotel jn St. J ol1n's, tut not 
0tl1erwise. Sir Edgar Bowring, of tl;e 
Red Cross Line, informerl Dl e a day 
or two ago, that if a good l1otel a11c.: 
a fe'v small subs· diary hotels \Vore 

built in Newfoundla11d, their Co1npanv 
would, without delay, put on t\vo fif
teen knot boats to carry four to 1ivE; 
11undred passengers direct bet\veen 
here and New York, so trtat peo·plc 
with means . particularly vvoulrl l1ave 
all tl1e con1forts and 211xuries of firRt 
class sea travelling 'vl1.en co111ing tu 
our sho·res. If these intentions on th·~ 
part of peo·ple wl10 are interested i11 
our welfare, are s ncerc, tl1en why 
should not we, as a Government <)f the 
country, lead tl1e way, and witl1 tl1e 
c10-op·eration o.f others, bring abc)ttt 
and establi,sh a so·urce of reventlP- and 
vvealtl1 in tl1is country that may sur-
prise the most optimistic of t1s 
few years time. We must l1ave faitl1 
in ourselves ·f we are to inspjre faitl1 
in others. 

I therefore feel that when tt1e Min
i1ster of F'inance goes into tl1e 111<)ney 
m1arkets of the wo1rld, he ''lill get .1 

cordial r ·eceptio·n, becaus·e tr~ -day, tl1e 
Bonds of Newfoundland stand in fav-
ourable compariso11 to any otl1er of 
tl1e Britisl1 Do1nin · o·ns. 

It l1as been claimed tl1at tl1e repeal 
of tl1e Prol1ibition Act is the retro·
gressive step, but I feel confid011t tl1at 
tl1e Law as it now .stan<ls, '"Till n nt, 

jncrease the consumption of a 1 cnl10J i r, 
liquo·rs,. and what ·s co11su111eci \\ .. ill 
be so1ld through channels t~1at l1n"'re 
paid tl1e full amount of Custo1r1s c1llt
ies required. 

We will not nee,d to go to St. Pierre 
surre~tit;.i.o·usly fo1r 01ur liquor sup
plies. I be,lieve tha:t the money to be 
spent on the, roads in this co1untry 
will be the best mone;y ever spent and 
I believe that the people· have con
fidence in this Government that they 
are going to spend it properly and I 
believe that the people are pleased 
that Mr. Monroe has grappled witl1 
this matter. Mr. Monroe h.as not fal
tered 11e believes there is possibi1li-

' 
ties ahe1ad for this country and its 
peo·ple. Is it the idea of some· people 
that we must move along at a slow 
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pace a.II th.e time? Let us take on 
new life .and let us go abro·ad with a 
ne·w pr·o·gr:amme· to sho·w th~at we got 
faith· in the country. We have the 
goods and if we go a.head with that 
spirit and that co1nfidence we are 
bound to succeed. The.re is no que·s
tion about it th,at the ho1iday seekers 
in the United States with the first 
class ships that they have: at their dis
posa1l will te·em here. They are pretty 
well t'i·r·ed of vis.iting other parts of 
the wo,rld now. They have1 see1n the 
Sot1th o.f France, the So1uthern States, 
Norway and other European countr'ie·s 
and here in Newfoundland is a new 
venture, a curios'ity, where we got 
all the n;atural attractions in the one 
place, an.d the·re is not the lea,st doubt 
ab(>Ut it th.at we will sur·prise 0 1ur
se'1ves with the re,sult of the ve•ry 
programme that we are discus.sing io
n.ight. 

A gre·at deal was said here to-day 
with r·e1gard to t1he fisheries. Now 
this Go1vernment is no·t neglecting the 
fisherie·s any inore. than previous Gov
ernments did; but we1 h.ave to at
tend ·to other things, and this i·s not 
the time o.f the year· to1 talk about giv
ing a bo·nus on fish. L·ast ye1ar I was 
fo·r a short time leader 0 1f a Party and 
I went to t ·he country with a bonus o·n 
fish as part of my policy. I w.a.s sin
e.ere in that policy and those behind 
1ne were pledged to· it and Mr. Hick-
1n.a11, the· present leade1r of the Op
position, who was one of my collea.g-
11es at that time kno·w that we wer1e 
sincere in o·ur programme. But it.he 
country turned us down. The peo·ple 
evidently did not want a bonus to be 
p1aid them on fish and hono·urable 
n1e1nbe·r.s on the other side o-f the 
Ho·use now were ele·cte·cI against that 
policy. Now I do not say this in any 
revengeful spirit. I am still of the 
opi11ion th.at, if thiis country can af
ford it, give a bonus o·n fish, but give 
it when the fisherman is fitting out 
fo·r the vo·yage and not when the voy
age is ov·er when the man with the 

biggest catch gets the biggest bonus 
and whe1n the man with ten or twenty 
qu1intals gets nothing. That is the 
worst part of th'is thing. The very 
m.an you Wiant to he·lp ge·ts. nothing as 
a result of this syste·m of p.aying a 
bo1nus on fish wh:en the voya.ge is 
l>Ver. In other wor.ds the man who 
makes a good voyage ·avails of the 
bor..us and is able to meet his ob-
1 igations with 1the m·erchant but the 

' poo·r devil who got little O·r no fish iis 
kicke.d .out by h'is m·erchant and per
haps h.as to, a.ppe.al for relief at the 
end O·f the season. But when this 
policy of ro.ad building will not con-. 

\ 

flict in any wa.y w:ith anything t·hat 
can be done in the interests of the 
fisl1ermen be·cause if we c.an i 1nduce 
pe'C_tple to come into · th:i.s c·ountry the 
rnoney the.y will spe·nd here will be 
producing revenue· t·h:a:t will he1lp to 
lighten the b11rdens on the fisherme1n 
and decrease taxation; it certainly 
will not incre.ase the burde1ns on them 
because the Custom House w.ill be 
able to meet the ord'i·n.ary ob·lig,ations 
on this lo·an. Th·erefore, these two 
inillion dollars which are e.arm.ar·ked 
to be spent on roads and highways 
will not alone me.an the developm·ent 
of roads but will me•a.n a great deal 
more fo·r th:is country and its peo·ple 
in other directions. Therefore, I 
think that the answe·r· to any criticism 
witl1 reg.ard to the wisdom of rais
ing this lo1an h.as been successfully 
inade·. We must take a ch1ance; we · 
cannot help ourselves. This coun
try cannot stand still, it is going 
do,vn. I can see no opportunity or 
no avenue available for our people; 
then ·i·t is up to us to take a chance 
in the very Bill that we h;ave before 
us to-night. 

With regard to the other items in 
connection with the Resolutions, 
there is o·ne impor·tant matter I wo,uld 
like to refer to and that is to the ship 
to be bui·lt for th·e Cabot Strait s·e·r
vice. We h.ave a bo·at over· there call
ed the "Kyle" which might be te·rmed 
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a jolly boat trying to d.o the wor·k of 

a to,p_s.ail schoo·ner. The "Kyle·" is 
supposed to carry ninety passenge1rs 
a.nd yet it i.s noth.ing unusual for her 
to carry night ·after night acro,ss 
the Ca,bot Strait upw,ards of two 
l1undreq p.as·sengers. What: sort of 
a.ccommod·atio,n di1d these peo·ple h.ave 
and what co·untry wo,uld toler"ate such 
a thing, if they h,ad any po1ssible 
means of .avoid1ing it. The· "Kyle" is 
a good and sound ship, but she is ab
sol11tely inadequiate for the require
ments of that se,rvice, a.nd it h.a.s gi1ven 
the Government the· utmo1st concern 
since they assumed office as to wh.at 
could be done to re1lieve that situ:a
tion. You cannot c.h.ar1te·r a steamer 
fo·r· that service bec·ause you ·cannot 
get ice-breaking steamers without 
great effo·rt, .and, perhaps, it may be 
impo,ssible to ch.art.er one because 

. there .are very few ste,amers of th.at 
kind capable of doing the work in the 
\¥inter· or spring se.aso1n. We have to 
build anothe.r "Lintro.se" a. ship th,at 
will be c.apable of co1nte1nding wdth 
ice and other conditions as they are. 
I do not .advo,cate the ·ac·quiring of a 
fancy sh'i1p fo,r th.rut service, but a 
powerful ship· with suitable accom
modation and one th.at will be de1cent 
a.nd well kept. Yo·u do not want one 
luxur:iously furnished like an ocean 
liner; all yo·u want is a commodiou.s 
and safe ship to ferry the peo·ple ac
ro1ss the, Str.ait. Th,at type of ship 
m.ay be bu·ilt for a qu.arter· of a mil
lion d.ol1lars. I ho1pe she ·will. One 
can never· tell wh:at price the ship
building yards may demand, but, the 
Governme·nt, to be on the safe s1ide, 
put do1wn $400,000. If it does not 
cost th.at figure·, the b.a.Iance may be 
req11ired fo1r so·me other purpo·se. 
T.he "Kyle·'1

' ' will the.n have to go back 
to t·he La.brador service, which ser
vice she was built f.or. T'herefo,re, 
th.at ts sufficiently justifia.ble fo,r the 
safety of lives because it is n·ot safe 
to travel by the "Kyle" under exist
ing conditions to-day. 

Now the Dry Dock ts an institution 
that means a great d·e1al in this town 
and it i's too bad to se1e1 it go-ing to 
rtecay. Why in a very sh,ort time it 
will be, dropping asunder· and so,me 
catastrophe m.ay be hap1penin·g the1re 
and are we too loo·k o·n and see it 
falling do·wn? Are· we to· do northing 
to put it in a state of good repaid. 
The Dry Dock is a, goo1d pr·opo1sition 
and one wo,rthy o·f being lo,oked after 
properly, and the new ma.chine·ry for 
the ma.chine shops 1is a.bso1lutely· -e1s
se1ttial to1 the do·ck. The o·nly thing 
I regret is that W·e ha:ve not enough 
in this loan to re-build· th.at do1ck and 
inake it large enough to re·ceive 
ships like, the "Metaga.m,a" and others 
th.at cam·e here fo·r r·e·pairs. 

It is also, esse·ntiial in the· ·intere:st 
o,f safety for· so·mething to be· done 
with t·he reai1lro1ad. The cars are like 
conc.ertinas w·hen in motio1n, a co·n
side·r 'able po,rt1on of the· road ne:e·ds 
to· be re·-r1a:i1led while yo1u ca.nnoit g·et 
a.n e1ng:ine1 fo·r Go1d's s;a.ke. B,allast-

. ing of the road is no1w go1ing on; 
but the· great tro.uble; is to get an e'n
gine, the· majority of the engines be
ing enga.ged o,n the1 Humbe1r, so· that 
rolling stock is the chief require
ment just no1w. Some people will 
sa;· th.at within a few months the 
Humbe1r · activities w1iill be· o·ver. Well 
the Gander will be started then and I 
ho·pe th.at othe,r enterprises will have 
started also. The,refo1re, I s:ay that 
it: is ve1ry essential to· ke·ep our Dry 
Dock and our other utilities in good 
repair while we have them. _ I do, not 
agree with letting th.em go .to pieces 
bec.a.u,se you w,a,nt to se1ll them. If a 
man wants to sell his house, he will 
fix it up· .a.nd make it habitable and 
presentable befor·e he tries to sell, 
and after' he has it painted and the 
windo·ws polished he then asks some
body to ex,amine it and when hei does 
sell he gets consi,derably more than 
it was worth at first. The same ap..: 
plies to our utilities. We could co,m
m and hundreds ·of thousands 0 1f do,1-

• 

• 
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lars· mo·r·e for the:m after· repairing 
them th1an if we· sold th.em in a .de
lapid,at,ed co,ndition. But outside o·f 
th.at we must improve th.em in the 
inte1rest o·f p·ublic safety. You w·ill 
be told to-night., no doubt, th.at the1re 
is no necessity to re-rail the railro·ad 
·betwe·en St. John's a.nd Clar·envil,le. 
Well ever·ybody kno·ws that is the 
worst part of the ro1ad and that is why 
the Gov·e·rnment proposes to re-rail it 
witl1 eighty po1und r,ails instead o.f 
sixty pound one.s. 

•rhe member for St. Barbe spoke 
a bout the Bo·nne Bay Road. Well I 
know Bonne Bay a.nd there 'i1s not a 
m.ore be1autiful pl1ace in the whole Is
land than Bonne B,ay and surro1und
ings. It is .a s:ight to see a.nd I fe,el 

' sure th1at hundre1d.s of peo·p1le w.ould 
go · the,re, if they had the facilities. 
Tl1e building of that ro·ad would 0 1nly 
entail 1a. small amo,unt as it connects 
with the railway .a.nd I h·ave no1 doubt 
th·at the Government wiJll give sym
pathetic cons1ider·ation to, his sugges
tion a.nd p·eo1ple in it.hat p1art o.f the 
co11ntry· will be loo·ke·d after as well 
as in other sectio·ns. Members of the 
Oppo·sition have S·a.id th.at they have 
not bee·n told where this road mo·ney 

· is godng to· be spent. It w'i1ll be sp·ent 
on building and mend1ing ro1ad.s and 
highw.ays fro,m St. J .ohn's aro.und 
Conception Ba.y, up to1wards Trinity 
Bay, up to Trep1as.s·e1y, up on the West 
Coast where · the best s.almon rive,rs 
in North Ame1rica are·, and where peo
p1le who visit there can canvenie·ntly 
and comfortably get b.ack to thei·r 
hotels at night after the d1ay's fishing. 
These are· so·me1 o.f the pla.ns that we 
have 1in mind but it Is a.bsolutely im
possible at this juncture to 0 1utline all 
the details bec.ause W·e have not h.ad 
the time to study the· m:atter ful1ly. 
Things of detail will eventuate as we 
go .along but the first th·i·ng is we· got 
to mak·e up our minds to go ahead 
with the project. Expert enginee·rs 
will be· engaged to .assist us to fo,r
mulate a pro·gramme that we believe 

• 

will one d:ay in the not distant future 
be the answer to the criticisms made 
ag·.ainst the raising of th'i:s loan. Re-
1n.a.r·ks w·ere in·a.de by ce,rtain gentle
men o·n the other side 0 1f the House 
this afternoon th.a.t we are follo·wing 
the dic.tates of so.me ,individu.al or 
individuals to le1ad us into· Confed
erati1on. Nothing co·uld be furth:er 
frl)ID the truth. The fact is that we 
are trying to kee,p out o.f Confede·r·a
tion. The· co·untry that is try'ing to 
dev'"elop itself is not going to sell it
se,lf. Th:eire is no1 man trying to· le·ad 
this Go·v·ernme·nt into Confederation 
and there is just .a.s much loyalty to 
our own pe·o·ple amo·ng the1 members 
o,f the Mo·nroe, Gover·nm:e1nt .a.s the.re 
was in any Gover·nment that ever took 
charge. of this country. I refute the 
suggestio·n th,ait ther·e is a.ny de.sire 
o·r attempt m.ade1 by any one to take 
0 1ur t"ights or our liib·ertie1s. We· are 
,v·ell a.ble to· lo·ok afte1r our.selves. It 
is not alwa.ys th.ose who m·ake most 
noise th.at are most e.ffective, but I 
would like to say th.at we have in 
this party a body of men who· love 
this co·untr·y and who ne.ve·r want to 
se·e the old flag fall. As far as Con
fede.ration i's concerned we hope th,at 
it is as fa.r aw,ay from us as Mars to
night; but wh·en we1 get our tourist 
traffic developed we· m,ay be anexing 
C·an.a,d·a 1instead of Canada trying to 
anne'X us. I have to, t'h.ank the mem
bers o·n the Oppo·sition side of the 
Hous·e for tl1eir fair critici1sms of the 
Res·olutions. We all know th.at they 
11ad to, s.a.y· something to justify their 
existence but they know as well as 
w.e do th,at these, Resolutio·ns a.re go
ing to, prov·e the salvation of Ne1w
foundland. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN-Mr. Cl1air
man: I would like to say a few words 
on the subject matter now before the 
Chair. I am sorry that the Leader of 
the Opposition and the Leader of the 
Independent Party are not in the 
House now because they, as well as 
other members opposite, seem to want 
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information in connection with the 
different matters contained in these 
Resolutions. I listened with mixed 
feelings of amusement to the speech
es of the different members compris
ing the Opposition party. They have 
a certain amount of work to do and 
criticisms to make and I have no 
cloubt that they are. doing it to the 
best of their ability. I have nothing 
whatever to say to the junior mem
bers of the Opposition, men who have 
entered this House for the first time. 
They have done their work as well as 
could be expected, and both of them 

• 

-I refer now to Mr. Duff and Mr. Ash-
bourne-have nothing to be ashamed 
of for the way they have upheld the 
interests of their districts. The others 
are all hard-shelled politicians. In 
spite of that, it is regrettable that one 
of these gentlemen, Mr. Halfyard, a 
man whom we expected more from, 
should so far forget himself this afer-
11oon as to make personal attacks ~n 
certain members of the Government 
who were simply asking for informa
tion and trying to assist him in the re
marks he was making. It is regret
table that we should have to ask for 
apology from such a hard-shelled pol
itician. Why he should have skin on 
him like a rhinoceros; but 'vhen you 
prick him he is up in the air at once. 
It is inconceivable that some mem
bers of the opposition should take these 
Resolutions in the spirit they did. We 
know they are not sincere and we 
know that they are trying to makepol
itical capital out of the Resolutions. 
They held up their hands in holy hor
row because we dared come here to 
ask for this loan of six million dol
lars. Of course they never did any
thing of the kind. They have been 
administering the affairs of this coun
try for the past four years and what 
11ave they done? Have not they rais
ed loan after loan and have not the·y 
frittered away twenty millions of dol
lars during their term of office and I 
ask them to-night, on behalf of the 

taxpayers of Newfoundland, what 
11a ve they to show for that squander
ing and extravagance? 

HON. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
- The Normal School. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN-A Monu
n1ent. We were told by the Leader of 
the Opposition, and his colleagues who 
echoed and re-echoed his sentiments, 
that when this Loan Bill was tabled 
here that it was "a bolt from the 
blue." I have been wondering where 
the bolt was. Is it not a fact that this 
country . is faced with a defict of $1,-
600,000 caused through the. careless
ness, indifference and incapacity of 
the men responsible for handling the 
fi11ances of this country the last four 
years. Is that a bolt? It might be· for 
the junior members but not for the. 
Leader of the Opposition or Mr. Half
yard or Mr. Grimes and others who 
must have known the frightful condition 
that this country was in, and then they 
come here and hold up their hands in 
horror because an attempt is being 
made to pay the debt that they 
brought upon us. And then the hon. 
member for Trinity, Mr. Halfyard 
says wait. · Now we had enough of 
that wait and see policy. We cannot 
'vait until it is too late to provide a 
remedy. Wait until the Fall comes and 
tl1en give men rock-breaking like the 
late Government did. Is that what 
you mean by wait? The people of 
this country do not want charity or 
pauper relief. They are prepared to 
work, if they get half a chance. It is 
all very well to try and gull the fish
men by this ta.lk of a bonus on fish. 
There are thinking men among the 
fishermen too, and they are not going 
to be fooled by your policy of ·bonus. 
Many of them are not going to get 
this bonus and you know it, although 
you try to ram it down their throats. 
We are looking ahead and that is why 
we have this road policy here to-night 
in order to bring tourists into this 
country, and this is the only policy in 

• 
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a time like this that can bring back to 
this country that peace· and prosperity 
which she enjoyed before the late 
Government came into power. Do 
you think that we are on our trial? 
We will leave it to the people of New
foundland to decide that and not to 
the hands of the Opposition of this 
House From the remarks of the mem-
bers of the Opposition you would 
imagine that we had been in office for 
years? I ask you if the people who 
know us have not confidence in us? 
We have been in office ten weeks and 
to hear that hard-shelled cro\\Td talk
ing one \vould think that we 11ad com-
1nitted all the s.ins in the calendar. We 
11ave done nothing except inaugurate 
some constructive and sane. policy and 
we are despised by certain members 
of this House -because we have vision. 
The speeches of the Opposition mem
bers were very contradictory. Some 
of them said that we were voting too 
inuch money and oth~rs said that we 
were not voting enough. We realise 
as well as they do that work will have 
to be provided this Fall, but it is nec
essary for us to get ready now to 
make preparations for it and 11ot \Vait 
·until December next when the snow 
is on the ground to do it. Not in able
bodied pauper relief, but in work that 
will I hope bring back ten f.old re
turns. Now gentlemen in connection 
with this tourist policy Newfoundland 
l1as every facility and we have the na
tural resourses that will induce cap
italists to come in here and I make 
this statement here now that as soon 
as those hotels are built, and roads to 
the salmon pools that the money we 
will have spent on it will be returned 
ten fold, or probably twenty fold. Take 
for instance the state of Maine, it is 
.' 

a rough rugged country, it has not 
anything like as beautiful scenery as 
Newfoundland, and it certainly has 
not the streams and pools which at
tract the sportsman and the tourist. 
Five years ago the authorities spent 
$100,000,00' in advertising their at-

tracions to tourists, and what were 
. the results of a tourist trade? Why 
last year tourists left $75,000,000.00 in 
the state of Maine alone. Newfound
land would be quite willing to spend 
$10,000,000.00 in preparing for the 
tourist trade to get back $20,000,000. 
Again the same thing applies or 11as 
applied to other provinces and states. 
I am not afraid to take a chance on 
this tourist proposition. After we have 
been in power for a year and a half 
you can talk all you like, we have only 
been · in power some ten weeks, and I 
say right here that by the time we are 
in power as long as you l1ad lleen we 
\Vill have far more to our credit than 
:rou had. The member for Tw'illingate 
said that he had 11oped that we would 
not need a loan, I may say that \vhen 
I went to my district and was elected 
I had hoped so to, but we did not 
know what we were going to be met 
\Vith, until we were. elected and took 
power. We did not know wl1at leg
a.cies were going to be left us by the 
late Government, bt1t we had a rude 
awakening. The hon. member for 
Twillingate sa.id that all he wanted on 
the boat in crossing the Gulf was a 
bed, but I may tell him that he wo11ld 
be jolly lucky to get a bed. I have 
crossed on her without a bed. I cross
ed last December with tl1e then Prime 
l\tli11ister, now the Hon. member for 
Fortune, and we had 100 passengers 
more than the steamer is supposed to 
carry. It is only three· days ago tl1at 
the Kyle crossed the Gulf with 190 
passengers when she sl1ould only have 
had 90. ' supposing a collision occur
red on that trip what w·ould be the re
sult. The hon. gentlemen opposite 
would be the first to condemn this 
Government for allowing such condi
tins to exist. 

Now Mr. Scammell, the hon. mem
ber for St. Barbe wants to know why 
we are going to re-rail the road from 
here to Clarenville. I will tell him 
that is where we are going to start, 
a.nd it is the worse part of tl1e road. 
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It was the first part of the road to be 
built and statisics show that a greater 
number of fish plates and rails 11ave 
been broken on that part of the road 
than any where else. Now listen to 
this which bears out my remark re
garding the portion of the road which 
we intend to re-rail. 

St. John's to Brigus Junction, fish 
plates and rails broken. 

1922 1923 1924 
Rails. . ~ . . . . . . . . . 7 28 25 
Fish Plates . . . . . . . . 0 14 1 

Brigus Junction to Clarenville. 

Rails . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 194 131 
Fish Plates . . . . . . . . 2 115 46 

• 

Bishop Falls to Humbermouth. 

Rails . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 0 0 
Fish Plates . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 

Humbermouth to Port aux Basques. 

Rails . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 
Fish Plaes . . . . . . .'. 0 0 0 

So the hon. gentlemen can see that 
the portion of the railway from here 
to Clarenville is the worst of the lot, 
as ·from Bishop Falls to Port aux 
Basques there were no fish plates 
broken, and only three rails. 

I am glad to hear the hon. member 
for Twillingate say that he is not 
against inter-town trade. No\v I am 
going to refer to some of the figures 
mentioned in this Loa11 Bill. There is 
a deficit of $1,600,000.00, that is the 
legacy left us by the late Government, 
and I would like to point out to some 
of the hon. members opposite that if 
they had made proper use of the mon
ies which were entrusted to their care 
when they were in power, there would 
not have been much need for this loan 
at all. 

Now as regards $2,000,000.00 for 
roads, why it is only about twice as 
much as you spent on the Badger 
Road. You spent a millio11 dollars on 
poor relief, and you have absolutely 
nothing to show for it. We have ev
ery hope of getting back good returns 

( 

for what we propose spending on 
roads, when once you get those capit
alists in here you will get people in
terested in our mineral resourses. 
Then you will also need to have good 
boats from here to New York, and al
so from here to England. 

You want to know where and how 
those roads are going to be built. I 
nlay say that we will get proper su
pervision and will spend the money 
to get 100 per cent efficiency from it, 
and not 25 per cent. or less, as result
ed under former administrations. 

MR. HALFYARD-That is how, 
now where. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN-I will give 
you the locations if you have patience, 
and I trust that I shall give the hon. 
gentleman the information in a less 
snappy way than he answered my ques
tion this afternoon. We are going to get 
100 per cent. efficiency, and it is go
ing to be by contract and in accord
ance · with specifications to be laid 
down and submitted by the Govern
ment Engineer. It is going to be spe11t 
\Vhere it is going to give the best pos
sible returns, and where there is ev
ery possibility of getting good re
turns. There will be a policy for 
Bonne Bay District and also for Trin
ity, and by the time that this policy is 
carried out every district will get a 
portion. Green Bay as well will get 
a share, but it is not going to be giv
en per capita, but in accordance with 
the natural facilities of each district, 
in fact this policy will extend to ev
ery place where there are salmon 
pools, and attractions for tourists and 
sportsmen. 

Now with regard to rolling stock. 
Lots of you may want to know what 
that is. You have been told that you 
cannot get a ballast car or engine at 
present because they are occupied and 
used at Corner Brook and vicinity, 
some of you may think that as soon 
as the Humber Valley . construction 
has finished there will be plenty of 
rolling stock, but such is not so, be-

• 
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cause there will be a great demand 
for cars for the hauling· of logs and 
so forth in and around the Humber 
Valley scenes of operation. Then there 
is the Terra Nova Sulphite Co., and 
now we have the Gander 'Talley pro
position. There may also have to be 
a branch line of about seven or eight 
miles built from Glovertown to Rose
dale. There are some 50 flat cars to 
be built, thirty or forty ballast cars. 
two new sleeping cars, and some 0th.er 
cars to be converted into first class 
passenger cars and so forth; so that 
is why we have to ask for a vote of 
$350,0·00.00 for rolling stock. It will 
all be built by our own machanics 
which will give considerable etnploy
ment here. We need rolling stock bad
ly, as we have not really enough at 
pre-sent. So much for 'the $350,000.00 
worth of rolling stock. 

Now with regard to the $400,000.00 
for a new steamer on the Gulf, that is 
badly needed. We must have a good 
boat, and not have passengers herded 
together like a crowd of cattle. Thos2 
passengers pay for their passages, 
an they are entitled to good accom
modation. That boat is far too small 
to cope with the conditions which she 
has to meet in crossing the Gulf, espe
cially in winter. She is a splendiq 
little boat, such as she is, but she is 
too small, and was never inte11ded or 
built to contend with such conditions 
as exist in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
Do you not remember about two years 
ago When she was iced up so badly 
that the captain had to run south to 
escape with his life and those of his 
crew, and in doing so lost his mate 
overboard and had one -of his crew 
badly injured. This boat which we 
propose to get may not cost $400,000.00 
we may probably get her for much 
less. 

Now $50,000.00 for the dry dock. We 
may not want as much as that, but it 
is badly in need of repairs. I think 
that $15,000.00 will probably put it in 
fairly good condition. Then there are 

the sheds; why the. manager told me 
a few days ago t.hat they were drop
ping down. So those things are real
ly necessary. Some people say that the 
work up at the dock, that is repairs, 
etc., to ships is too expensive to at
tack foreign vessels and stea1ners to 
come here. for repairs, but it may jn
terest you to know that wl1en the 
Metagama was in here a short ti1ne 
ago, that the costs submitted for re
pairs was fairly low, and that if 've 
11ad been in possession of a dock suf
ficiently large enough to accommodate 
her we would have had the oppor
tunity of effecting permanent repairs. 

But when things get better, then, if 
necessary, go ahead and build a pro
per dock. There is another vote for 
$75,000 for the completion of the 
buildings and railway stations along 
the Railway that is a legacy that has 
been left to t1s. It should have been 
done years ago·. Several of the 
stations are under construct1011 no,v. 
$75,000 will cov·er all exp·enditl.1r0. 
Now then the estimate of re-railing 
131 miles of the road. It is put at $800,-
000. We have been asked how we arriv
ed at this figure. Well from facts sub
mitted by the Govt. Engineer and 
the engineering staff of the Govern
ment Railway. I think the figures 
are conservative. I will come back tu 
that presently. There i·s another vote 
of $50,000 fo·r the completion of 
bridges and filling in wooden tressles, 
I may a.sy th s vote "is asked to com
plete certain bridges that should 11a.Vtl 

been completed year·s ago. Old wood
en tressles are to be filled in with 
earth, they are not safe on account O·i 

fire. Then there is the re-r.a.iling of 
the road. 'The Hon. member for Trin
ity stated it would cos1t $70 per ton 
for ra~ls to re-rail the ro·ad. This fig
ure has been cut down to $40 ~ ton 
and figures received a short wh le ·ago 
quoted as low as $38 per ton for · 80 
pound rails. The estimated cost of re
railing the road from here to Port 
aux Basques with 85 pound rail is $4,-

• 
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287 ,893. That includes everything, 

b o 1 t s, nuts, etc., a n d 

marine freight at $4 a ton. You can 
get freight cheaper than that. Also 
ncludes a charge o.f $145,547 for dis

trib11ting the rails. This freight is to 
be charged on the railway by oursel
ves. With an 80 pound rail the co,s t 
of re-railing at $4,,055,914 includes 
everytl1ing. As the $500,000 voted fo,1· 
the construction of a plant for coal 
and fuel there may be a d'ifference of 
o·p nio·n on that. But I can assure 
this House tl1e Goverment has no in
tentio,n of going into the co.al busi
ness. But the intereist of the p·ort ma.y 
make it necessary of erect a plant o.f 
·this kind. The great co,mpla nt is 
now by ship owners that tl1e cost of 
bunkering is too great. That is why 
if they possibly can they go to Halifax. 
But if we had a co·al and 
f11el oil plant where· both could be 
band led as economically as in Canacla 
or the United· States, there i1s no rC>a
son why we sho,uld not have the sllips 
comi11g for bunkers. We, as a G,overn
n1ent, do no~ want to go into this l)usi
ness. The Government would be ue
lighted ·f a business corporation or 
company too·k it up. But there is no 
use com'ing in here to get cheap 1)un
kers when only 600 tons of c :.a,l is 
discharged a day. Co,st o.f 11a11dling 
puts the p,rice up and in the interests 
of the port and to make iit possi1)19 to 
complete, a proper bunkering plant 
should be erected so that we 
should be able to handle fuel as cheap
ly as po·ssible. The cheaper we can 
unload and lo·ad the cheaper will our 
coal be. · The amount asked for this 
purpose may seem large. I know a 
splendid coal plant can be put up for 
$100,000. But at the present moment 
we have no facilities, we have not 
ro·om in the West End. If this big 
scheme is to be carried out we will 
have to build a pier and acqu ·re lands. 
Whi1e the price seems large, if all 
that I suggest has to be done, it 1 is 

not as great after all. The Gove.rn .... 

inent is not anxious to go into a com

petitive coal business,, and would 
' 

mucl1 prefer that coal merchants 
'vould take up the proposition of es
tablishing an up to date coal and oil 
handling plant. I can tell you fo·r the 
info,rmatio.n of the members on the 
other side that brokers are already 
knocking at the Pr me Minister's door 
anxious to get an oppo·rtunity to 
quote on the loan, they are squab
bling for this $6,000,000. If the local 
people want to they can have a part 
oif this loan and the Government 
wo·uld be glad if they would subscribe 
to it. There is no reason why a per
son w·ho has money to invest and re
quires a safe investment should not 
invest n those bonds. For the infor
matio,n of the gentleman who wanted 
to kno-w how or where we are going 
ito raise the loan, I can tell him that 
the Government intends raising this 
lo,an and are going to do so in the 
best interests 0 1f their country, and 
they are going to get the last cent out 
of the financ al people who are clam
ouring to get an opportunity to quote 
and that we w'ill get the bes1t possible 
terms. We are go<ing to give New
foundland a square deal. Provision 
has been made in this Bill so that it 
can be raised in England, Canad a, 01 

the Un ·ted States. 

The Financial Institutions in Lon
don offer as a rule very favorable ad
vantage to Dominion Go·vernmen t bor
rowers with the result tha1t loans by 
the Dominion:s and Colonies can us
ually be placed in that market at ap
proximately 1 per cent. cheaper than 
in other markets, the reason for this 
is explained by the o·peration of the 
Trustee Stock Acts which require the 
investment of considerable amo·unt of 
Trust funds in stocks approved 11nder 
tbe Tr11stee Sto,ck Acts. Consequently, 
millions of pounds annually in the 
hands of financial inst tutio,ns, tl1e 
Public Trustee and Private 'rrustee 
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Corporatio·n,,, and Insurance Co1npany, 
ect., are lin1ited to investment of tl1eir 
funds in Trustee Stocks. 1..,hese stocks 
being of a particularly sound na-
ture are p.Iaced in tl1e 1narket on a 
very low interest y eld and conse
quently o·n very favorable terms to 
tl1e borrower. For the reasons I have 
given, I tl1ink a loan ca11 l)e raised 
011 very re·aso·nable terms i11 tl1e Lon
clon market, with co1nsiderable advan
tage to N ewfo,undland. 

It n1ay be news to many in tl1e 
House and out of · it tl1at tl1e money 
raised on tl1e credit of this Colony 
recently in London is at a premium, 
wl1 le fl1nds raised on acco·unt of tl1e 
trade fac:ilitjes are at a discount; tl1is 
g·oes to sl1o'v that tl1e credit of tl1e 
Colony stand1s high. 

We 11ave tried to show the i11en1bers 
o·pposite ho·w tl1e mo·ney, when raised, 
is going to be . 11sed w'itl1 advantage to 
tl1e Colony, we have told you that tl1e 
bGst possible ter111s will be secured 
Cl 11 cl I tl1 nk \Vhen tl1e vote comes up 
tl1at every n1en1ber o.f tl1e Opposition 
\vjll be patriotic enougl1 to forget pol
itic1s· and \rote for t11is 1 oa11 bill. 

MR. GRIMES :-I do not think that 
the Premier will acknowledge th.at 
th is Lo·an Bill of the Gove·rnment is 
acceptable to the country as a whole. 
He would be· deaf if he did not hear 
inan)· of his o·wn sup·p·orters express 
an1azement at the size of the Io.an 
:1sked for. They are S·adly disap
p·ojnted, for they had bee·n looking 
forw.ard to a ge·ner·al reductio1n in ex
pend.iture, which, it was pro·mise·d, 
would avoid the necess·ity of further 
i11creased taxation. They were pro
!nised that not only ·would there be 
no increase in tax:ation, but 
tl1ere . was to be a decrease. 
the sho·rt sp.a.ce o.f three 

inste1ad 
Yet, in 
months 

we are w1itnessing increase·d taxa
tion and increased e·xpend1ture. 

T·h.e increase1d intere:st charge·s on 
tht"" lo1an to be paid by the· taxpaye·rs 
will be $300,000, the duties placed 

upon Kero1sene· Oil, Mo11.asse·s, Beef 
and Pork will total another $400,000, 
a,nd there1 will be new expenditures 
connected witl1 the· King's Printer
sl1Ip and with the Board of Liquo1r 
Control to be ap·pointed. How easy it 
is to condemn past Governments fo·r 
Gxtravag.ance and w.asteful expendi
ture, of high taxes and bad adm'i1nis
tration. N o·w tl1at you ar.e in 0 1ffi.ce 
you will find that it i sane tl1ing to 
critic-iz·e others for· doing this but it 
is i1ot so1 e1asy for· you to better it. 
Out of yo·ur own mouths .are you be'ing 
conde·mned. You are asking for a 
loan of $6,000,000 on which the yearly 
j11terest charge .amo·unts to $300,000 
to be taken out 01f the pockets of the 
taxpaye.rs. Ar·e they in a better 
positio·n to1 p:ay it? H·av·e their in
come's increa.sed as much that th.e·y 
"1-ill not feel it? Ask the fishermen, 
tl1e greater1 part of wl1om have toiled 
q,ll st1mmer and ca.ught nothing worth 
wl1ile. Ask the labour'i1ng classes if 
tl1ey have· any mone·y to sp.are to pa.y 
addition.al ta.xation. All will answer 
you 1tl1.at the struggle to maintain 
tl1eir families in de·cency and con1fo·rt 
is as gre1at as ever. 

But we are to1d that the expendi
ture of $2,000,000 o·n m.oto·r1 roads wil1l 
solve the· problem ,mo,re tourists W'i!ll 
come to the country who will spe·nd 
111one.y which will increase employ
ment fo·r our own p.eo1ple1 

• • A wi1ll-o'
tl1e-wisp ! Rainbow chasing! is what 
we, may truthfully term sucl1 visio·n
a1·y scl1emes. Ga.mbl1!ng w'ith the 

· i,)·coples money. Taking two· m'i1llio·ns 
to spend, with the hope th·a-t we will . 
ri'\-al Que·bec and Ontario· which are 
011 the bor·derland o.f the United States 
1T1aking these pro·v'inces e·asy of .ac
cess. This dre.am of an influx of 
tourist gold will vaniish 0 1ve·r nigl1t 
like Jonah's Gourd. 

Why gamble two m.illions of the 
lJCOple's money 0 1n such a do1ubtful 
proposition when we 11ave untold 
~~vealth in the waters surrounding our 
island ho·me? M1illions and milli:ons 
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of fish of .all kinds, of which on1ly 
three or fo·ur kinds are m.arkete·d, 
wl1ile tl1e reist are unto·uched. Take 
.) .. Ur her·r'ing in Notre Dame Bay, 
Piacentiia. B.a.y, Bonavista Bay, and on 
tl1e We:st Co.ast. There we find thou
g;a11ds of undersize herring be1i 1ng 
t11rown a.way because· their size·s are 
urisuitable . to the palate of o·ur for
eign customers. But in N o·rway tl1ey 
are n·ot w.asted, they a.re take.n for -
the oil the·y co1ntain and for th·e 
fe·ed meal which tl1ey manufacture 
tlJ.em into. Twelve th.o·usand tons 
are m-anufactured by· the No1rwegians 
i11 this way some 0 1f wh'i1ch is exporte·d ·· 
to the United S·tates fo·r s.ale and 

' 'Ve. who are 1nuch neare·r the United 
States h-ave done nothing. This is 
certainly an eviden.ce of lack O·f enter
p1~ise in Newfoundland a·nd the fail-
11re of Governme·nts to e·nco·urage such 
an industry. Herring f.actor'ies for 
tl1e manufacture o'f Herring Oil, fer
tilizer and feed meal, placed in these 
bays wo1uld give employment at home 
for tl1e yo·ung men a.nd maidens in
stead of having to· leave· their coun
try . as tl1ey do to-d.ay. 

The sarn.e may be said of canned 
fisl1 ·_ of which the N o-rwegian expo1rt 
i 1s 24,000 to·ns wl1ile we· do not export 
a l1undr·ed tons. The c.anning of cod
fisl1, herring, cap1lin, ' smelts and sal-
1non w·ould also do much towards 
giving employment .at home. · If a 
J1undred thousand dollars yearly of 
guaranteed inter·est on sucl1 indus
tries w-as provide·d it would acco·m
plish far mo1re good in creating per-
111 anent employme·nt tor our P·eople 
than the few weeks work given on 
i11oto·r ro.ads. Moto·r ro1ads m.ay be es
se11tial in certain p1laces but surely 
tl1e enco·ura.gement of gr·eater pr·o
duction from our fisheries is much 
r11ore essential. I am therefo·re in 
i1e·arty accord with the member for 
Carbonear, Mr. Duff, when he s.ays 
the fisheries require gre.ater ·atten
tio11 for ·its development as well as 
for preventing a falling off in the 

number who prose,cute it now. 

As t othe expenditure on railway 
constructio·n and r·epairs of dock, I 
would judge that the m.a.nagement 
li11ow what is re·q u1ire.d a.nd if it is 
tl1eir recommend:ation we· should act 
on it according to· our means. When 
it comes to accepting the .advice of 
certain members that we get clear of 
the ra:iilw.ay, g,ive. it ·aw.ay if we1 can 
gE;t some one -to take it and saying 
tl1at it is an abso1lute f.ailure under 
gove·rnme·nt co·ntrol, I h·esitate· to a:c
cept such advice. Even were' it true 
tl1at it is a failure we sl1ould not be 
broadcasting it 1to· tl1e world p.articul
~trly i 1f we are to· sell it. If we are 
going to condemn loud1ly a railway 

• \Ve want to sell, who will buy 1it? Do 
·\Ve not injure· 0 1ur chance of doing 
goo1d bus'ine-ss by acting in this m.an·· 
ner? But, Mr. Spe1aker, I am not go
ing to jo!in with others tliat the rail
V\'ay under Government control 1is a 
failure. The facts as given to, us by 
responsible ministers point in the 
othe·r ·direction. The Minister of 
Financ1e, Sir J o·hn Cro·sb'iie say·s th.at 
t11e repo·rt of the m1a1ia.geme·nt is that 
t11ere w;ill be no· deficit to meet on 
the rai1lw.ay this year. l\rir. Halfyard, 
'vho was a memb·er of the Co1mmissio·n 
under the War·r·en Government s.ays 
tl1at a deficit of a millio·n dollars of 
thre·e· ye.ars ago w.as last year do1wn 
to $160,000 and no1w the1 Fin,a.nce says 
it will be wi'p·ed out .alto,ge·ther. This 
is. tl1e first time since 1897 that th!is 
l1as happened surely a very satis
factory condition. 

Wl1en the railway Commission, of 
wl1icl1 Sir Will am Co,aker was a mem
ber, spent two millio-ns a few yea.rs 
ago, there was much 11ostile· and un
warra.nted criticism. It was well 
kn·oW'n that under private manage
ment it was going fast into, disrepair 
and would soon cea.se to operate. The 
Re ds were unable.. tl1rough lack of 
n1o·ney, to do this work, and tl1e Gov
ernment a.ppo.fnted a Com1nission witl1 
the result that the road was improved. 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 367 

New rails, new engines, and new cars 
'vere built and as a, consequence tl1e 
I-lumber enterprise was made po1ssible. 
Tl1e ComnTission on wl1icl1 Sir W l
lia111 Coaker sat, and which was tl1e 
target of all tl1e abuse heaped upo,n 
it worked well, while others did noth
ing but criticize. Had it not been for 
tl1at work there would 11ave been nc1 
ra lway to-day and no Hun1ber, and 
the . thousands obtaining employment 
tl1ere would be either getting cl1arity, 
or drifting aro,und in Canada or tl1e 
U11ited States . seeking employ1nent. 
Tl1e Commission pur1s·ued its work re
gardless of tl1e obstruct onists and the 
result is tl1at to-day for tl1e first time 
we have tl1e railway paying its vvay. 
Tl1e men who are operating the rail
way are aJl Ne_wfo,undlanders but one. 
Tl1ey and tho·se asis·ociated with them 
deserve our best tl1anks and we sl1ould 
~ay, 11avi11g done s_o well we will leave 
you alone to continue your goo,d work. 
It is tl1e duty of tl1e Governn1ent vv tl1 
sucl1 facts before tl1e1n to 11old wl1at 
they 11ave. 

111 every civilized co-t1ntry to,-day 
tl1e trend of public opinion js to up
hold Government ownersl1ip, co·ntrol 
a11d i11anagement of the railway. Rail
wa,ys do i1ot permit of competit on.. 
Tl1 ey are inonopolistic in their nature 
?nd conseql1ent1y l ,abo·r organizations 
in Canada,. tTnited States, Britain and 
the rest of tl1e civilized world as well 
nR n1any hus ness organizations favo,r 
GnvPrnment. control. When a few 
years ago· it was mooted in Cana,da 
that certain private interests would 
t.Hke o·ver tl1e Canadian Government 
Rail,vay. 5t wais· found that public op
jnjon was strongly adverse to such a 
proposjtion and part.icularl'.'r the farn1~ 
ing cJa~ReR nf the west. The · attempt 
f~ led. W11ile 011r own railwa,y is be
in~ so well managed, I would stro1ngly 
urge the Governm.Pnt to keep the rail
'vay a.nd URe it to tl1e best advantAge 
for t11e common good. 

MR. HICKMAN-· Mr. Chairman: I 

wish to move an amendment to these 

Resolutions. We cannot on this side 

of the House find ·any substantial rea

son why six million dollars should be 

raised at this particular ti1ne, when 

tl1e country is in such a grave :finan
cial condition. This afternoon I ask
ed the Prime Minister a question 
which has a great deal to do with this 
loan. I was absent when the Prime 
Minister made his reply, but I under
stand that he stated that it was his in
tention to ask for tenders but that he 
had advice from some financiers that 
such a method was a questionable 
policy to follow. That is no argument 
at all because. if to-morrow a bonded 
house in Canada or the United States 
under-wrote this loan for the New
foundland Government either private
ly or by public tender, that should not 
keep a matter from being a secret 
from tl1e country, as I pointed out 
tl1is · afternoon. If Newfoundland 
needs a loan I . contend that you should 
go about it in the same way as every 
other loan is raised by the Municipal
ity, Province or State in Canada and 
tl1at is by advertising the tenders in 
tl1e financial papers and accepting the 
very best tenders offered for· the, loan. 
.As I have alre1ady said, if Ottawa can 
raise a, lo·an at $100.65, in addition to 
the1ir immense debt, the Newfoundl,and 
loan should be worth at least p·art. 
Now . we do not want to be told at the 
11ext sess,i:o,n of the Hou,se that tl1is 
lo·an w·as raised at 94 or 95 by so·me 
priv,ate corporatio·n in C1anada, United 
States or Engl~~nd. If we ar,e go,ing to 
ra.ise a 101an, let us go about it in the 
proper W·aY. We have be·en told in this 
Hou,se on several occasions th·at we 
have followed the procedure of Can
a.da, particularly in connection wLth 
the Liquor Bill. Well no·w let us follo·w 
c .an.ada in this thing also· ·and that is 
to· advertise this loan in the "Fina,n
cial Times'' of Montreal or the "Fin
ancial Post" of Tor,o·nto ,and othe,r fin
a.nci.al pap-ers of Nova Scotia so as we 
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c.an se,e, who, are giving us the best 
terms. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN: - Would you 
not advertise in the English papers 
also·? 

MR. HICKMAN:-Yes, if you want 
to, but I have not the least doubt but 
tl1at you can r·aise the. 101an in C1anad.a 
and get .at the Ie.ast par v.alue. Why 
there are Br.a.nch Banks of Canada do
ing business in this country to-day 
wl10 would be prepared to tender for 
this lo·an. It has been the custom in 
tl1e p.ast for a number o,f houses to 
divide up such a large loan as this. I 
kno'v o·f cases where ten house·s co,m
bined to, under-"\vrite such .a. loan as 
this on a proportionate basis and this 
is one of the1 stro11g poi11ts we want to 
consider and this is one of the things 
t11at the Gove1rnment must do for their 
own protection because we are not 
goiing· to· stand for· a loan'. r.aised by a 
private corpo·ration or concern at 94 
or 95 when the least it could be raised 
at is par. This loan sl1ould not be as 
inucl1 .a,s six millions of dollars and 
in the intere·sts of the. people of tl1e 
country we! cannot suppo·rt a six m·il
lio·n dolla.r loan. I tl1Ink that this is 
the most serious Biill that has co,me 
before the House this se.s.sion of the 
Legislature bec.ause· thi1s country is to 
be saddled 'vith a bur·den of another 
million dollars debt when there is .no 
nece~sity for it. We· are told th:at this 
liouse will be Jn session a.gain in Ja.n
u.arv next and if tha:t :!1s so why saddle .. 
this country with a loa.n of six m1iil-
lion do·llars when it c.annot be ex
pe11ded this year. I, t11erefore', pro
pose ,an amendment to the Resolutions 
"that in vie.w of the grave fin,ancial 
difficulties of the country the 
loan be reduced from s'i!X million to 
three mil:Iion dollars." 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: 
Mr. Chairman, I wo·uld like to ask the 
J1onourable leader of tl1e Oppo·sition 
in that amendment how far he pro
poses to earmark that three million 

tlo·llars. Perhaps he will tell us what 
p.articular pa.rt of the loan he wants 
reduced. Does he .suggest th.at we 
sl1ould not p.ay off our deficit of $1,-
600,000 or does he suggest that we 
sht!uld not spend the . money on the 
railway ·Or on motor roiads. In re
p!) .. to the remarks of the honourable 
Leader· of the Oppo·s1ition as to the way 
we shou:Id raise ithis Io.an, I replied 

' this afternoon during his .a.bsence th.at 
we intend to ask for tenders. I also 
re.marked that I had be·en told by a 
large financial concert that by some
it was considered in.advis.able for a 
Government to hawk ar·ound its secu
rities; but 've inte.nd to make sure 
that we get the best terms pos.sible for 
tl1e loan. If my ho·no·ur·able. friend op
p·osiite is anxious and desirous of see
ing this Jo,an reduc·ed to three mil
lions I would like him to· depict the 
fo·rm and in what p·articula.r items he 
intends the reduction to take· place? 

MR. HICKMAN:-Mr. Cha'i1rma.n: 
The Prime Minister listened to the 
criticism I made this .afternoon and 
jn that cr!iticism I to1ok each item se
p.ar.ately and expres·sed my opioion ac
cord·tngly :and I think that covers any
thing tha;t I C·ould say now. Ce.rtainly 
you have to pay your deficit. It is not 
my busine.ss to earmark i.n what di
re·ction reductions sho·uld take pa.a.ce, 
but I co·nsider that three m.illion dol
la.rs is sufficient to provide for nnem
plo.yment duri,ng the· co·m.ing winter 
but it is not my duty to earm,ark any
thing; it i.s the duty o,f the Govern
ment. After meeting the deficit of $1,-
600,000 yo·u have $1,400.,000 left and 
that $1,400,000 is all you can possibly 
sp~11d between no1w and the next ses
sion of the House. 

HON THE PRIME MINISTER:-• 

We are not proposing to sp·e1nd all the 
loan between now and another ses
sion of the House, but we got to look 
ahead. 

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
- l\'1r. Chairman: Just a word in reply 
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to the honourable Leade·r of the1 Op

p·o·sitiion. I had not intended to de1lay 

the House at this late· ho1ur, but I re~ . 
gret very much th.at I h.ave got to e:x
press my great dis:appo1intment be
ca.use of the1 attitude ta.ken by h.im. 
F'o·r a bus:iness man o·f his standing to 
corr1e in and sincerely s.ay and mo·ve 
an amendment tl1a.t this loan be re
duced fr:om six million doulars to thr·e,e 
millions, without depicting, as the 
Ho110.urable· the Prime Minister ha.s 
p·ointed 0 1ut, in which form the re
duction should take place, is, to say 
th:e le.ast of it, not a.cti1ng in the direc
tion that I expected him to act a.c
co,rding to the ability th,at I kno·w him 
to posse1ss. He s.a.id that his po·sitio·n 
js defined in the a.mendment and that 
three million do.Ila.rs ils sufficient to 
p·ay our ·debts and p·rovide, fo·r unem
ployment. The positltln o·f the Go¥e·rn
me11t o·n these Resolutions is that 
there· is a d·e·ficit of $1,600,000 to be 
pa-id and the Government merely spe
cifies certain other public wor·ks and 
the vario·us amounts to do them are 
estimated and e1arm.arked. Every s'iin
gle membeir of the Opposition got in 
l1is mind the necessity of making re
p.airs to the: Dock a.nd to the· Railway 
and they kno1w that the sc·heme o.f the 
whole th1ing is the enticement of peo
ple into the C·ountry to pay the inter·
e·st on the lo·an, and the:y kno·w that 
the policy they would adopt to meet 
the· situatio·n is the same policy adopt
ed by this Go·ve·rnment, and yet why 
all this flim-fla.m over the two million 
doll.ar,s to be\ spent on ro1ads for the 
encoura,gement of the tourist traffic, 
and still worse than flim-flam -is th.is 
amendme·nt of the Leader of the Op
:positi1on. Mr. Grimes in the course of 
his rem.arks said in · effect to pro·vide 
for the unemployed. Why this very ex
penditure on the1 roads is not only go·
ing to care for the unemployed but it , 
is prov'iding employment in a . pro,fit-
able way. What is the· object of the 
lo·an anyway, except to cover two 
things llam.el>7', t.b e ~paying of our.. de-

bts and to· give w·ork. These Resolu.
tions merely ask that the Governor
in-Council shall ha.ve po·we·r to a.pply 
any b.alance remaining to the· cr·edits 
of the fore·go.ing accounts, which are 
mentioned .in the Reiso1utions, to any 
other e.ssentii.al public purp·oses. And I 
am very much dis1appotnte1d to kno·w 
tl1at the1 Amendment befo·re the Chair 
is nothing mo·re than attempting to 
save the f.aces o·f a party in Opposi
tion. There has been no, seriou.s co·n
demniation of this loan by any mem
be.r of the Oppo:s·iJtio·n, there has be·en 
nothing at all practically said ag1ainst 
o·ne .single item of this lo·an except the 
suggestion that it sho·uld be made a 
litt1e less th·an 1i:t is. Personally I think 
that the time· h·as arrived when we got 
to, take a chance. Th·1s po·licy 0 1f mov
ing slo·wly all the time h1as got this 
country where it is. Now, the only 
difference betwee·n this loan and the 
lo:ans we h·a:ve had in the p·ast is that 
this lo·an '.is part o.f a con.structive 

• 

scheme and the others were· not, but 
·the. effect is the same. 

The difference. between the present 
measure and past loans is that this 
amount is to develop a policy to . put 
us in a position to get some returns 
from the resources of the colony. It 
is a great pity that the hon. n1ember 
had no chance to be heard on the 
raising of other loans. I have no hesi
tation in saying that it is not worthy 
of the hon. gentleman, being such a 
business man, to come in her·e. and 
say you should only raise $3,000,000.00 
without ear-marking as to how you 
are going to spend those $3,000,000.00. 
The hon. gentleman is not sincere in 
his remarks, and that is proved by the 
amendment which he has just pro
posed. This loan meets two situations. 
In the first place you have got to 
amend and repair your railways and 
roads, and in tl1e second place you 
must of necessity provide for your 
unemployed. Not one man on the 
other side of this House has sa.id in 
clebating this Bill that tl1e a1nount 
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'vas not r1ecessary. I have to stay in 

this country, and bring up my family 
here and I have every hope in the 
country. It is not appropriate of the 
Hon. Member to come in here and say 
that we can raise $3,000,000.00, but 
we cannot raise $6,000,000.00, because 
the country cannot afford it. We are 
trying to develop a policy so as to in- · 
crease the reve11ue of this country and 
to bring us in greater retur11s. \Vhy 
tl1ere is not a place in tl1e country to
day where you can get a mug up, get a 
bed. At the present time we only get a 
cheap type or class of tourists, in fact 
they are not tourists at all, they are 
merely round trippers. Th·ose are not 
the kind of tourists that we expect to 
get returns from. I say that the highest 
form of economy that you can have 
to-day is that of a country that takes 
the notion that if you want to make 
the burden of your people lighter, you 
got to tap outside wealth. We are con
fronted with the fact that we c.annot 
raise a loan among our own people. 
You come in here and talk against 
raising a loan when you know that 
we cannot do anything except raise 
a loan. If you were raising it your
selves it would probably be a loan of 
ten millions instead of a loa11 of six 
millions. You have told us that our 
bonds can be raised at par, so what 
is the reason for your objections if 
our bonds can be raised at par? Now 
the trouble has been that we 11ave a 
small population, and as the burden 
gets heavier, we want to bri11g some 
outsiders in to help us pay it. ...\.s tl1e 
saying goes we are going to take in 
boarders, and 11a ving no'v provided 
for the refreshments we want to give 
them other facilities for amusement 
and pleasure, and to make. sure of 
being able to tap outside wealth. The 
best conclusion to the debates from 
the opposite side of the House is the 
amendment proposed by the Hon. 
Leader of the Oppositiin. The Hon. 
gentleman says quite frankly that we 
should raise this loan at par, so if the 

credit is able to stand to get this loan 
then that is the finest word that can 
be said of the credit of our C·olony. 

I support the loan in its entirety 
and the hon. member is only propos
ing the amendment because he does 
i1ot want us to raise $6,000,000.(}0. Now 
you do not say we are not to raise 
$6,000,000.00, but you suggest that we 
raise $3,00·0,000.00 now and four or 
five months' time, if we neerl it, ra.ise 
another three or four millio11; but 
personally I fail to see the difference 
and I support the resolutions entirely. 

MR. HICKlVI:AN-·Mr. Chairman, I 
expected the hon. member to ~t1pport 
the resolutions. He is very lou\l in his 
remarks, but that does not affect us 
on this side of the House, I linow i11y 
position. I say that we cannot afford 
this loan of $6,000,000.00. We are not 
going to g·et tourists to come here un
til we get hotels, and then when we 
get them we can build roads. I am a 
Newfoundlander, too, and I have as 
mucl1 interest in this country as the 
other members. All my investments are 
11ere, and I do not want to be burden
ed or taxed 11ea vier than we are at 
tl1e present time. The Hon. l\1inister 
lays great stress on the fact that I 
said the bonds should be bot1ght. at 
par. Yes, I say that they can be pur
chased at par, and they knovl very 
well that the Colony is backed by the 
British Government. 

Now, Mr. Cl1airman, I an1 :3incere, 
and as I 11ave said before this is the 
most serious of the Bills that have 
come before this House this session. 
\Ve cannot afford to raise a loan of 
$6,000,000.00. In view of the financial 
standing of the country, and business 
at the present time we are not in a 
position to take a chance, and we 
should do the best we can to keep 
down expenses. We still have our 
difficulties. We have not turned the 
corner yet, so therefore it is no time 
to come. in and tax this Colony witl1 
another $6,000,000.00 loan. 
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HON. THE MINISTER OF FI
NANCE-Mr. Chairman, I had no in
tention to say anything until I heard 
the amendment, and I may say that I 
expected the amendment. It is not like 
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition to 
.do as 11e has, because it is not in keep
.ing with his policy of business. He 
has been asked to ear-mark the three 
million dollars in his amendment, 
and he 11as not done so. 
. Now I like the hon. member as a 
:n~n, b.ut I also like a manly man; but 
it is only putting it mildly 'vl1en I say 
he is not sincere in his remarks or in 
the amendment which he has pro
posed. There is Mr. Duff again, he is 
supposed to be a shrewd !Jusiness 
man, but neither of them has told us 
one word about what they tho·ugl1t 
should be done. They have not thrown 
out one hint or suggestion to help us 
in tl1is matter. 

Now the hon. member for Twillin
gate did speak a lot about herring, 
but he did not tell us about tl1e time 
tl1at Mr. 'V. F. Penney went to Nor
way and brought back three or four 
bottles of herring which cost the Gov
ernment about three or four thou
sand dollars. 

No'v the hon. member for Trinity 
says that it is a bolt from the 
l1lue. What blue? The bolt from ~he 

blue which you struck or which s.truck 
you was when your Government got 
defeated at the polls. The hon. mem
ber sajd that Mr. Monroe had a man
clate from the people; yes he bas. He 
has a constructive policy as 'vell as a 
mandate, but you know, and Mr. 
Hickman knows as well, that no one 
can start business without some capi- · 
tal. 

You borrowed $20,000,000.00 and 
'vhat have we got to show for it, ex- · 
cept Dr. Parsons' nursery and the 
Normal School. 

MR. GRIMES :-What about the 
roads? 

·HON. MINISTER OF FIN~i\.NCE-

What roads? I say frankly that I am 
fed up with people building railways 
here, selling them, and then e rbitrat
ing them. I am fed up with the whole 
business of people coming in here 
with silk hats and long coats. I do not 
think that Newfoundlanders can be 
beaten anywhere, and when they go 
out of the country they are sought 
after. 

The hon. member for Twillingate 
said to-night that he had a dream. I 
wonder if that dream was a dream of 
marble building, or was it a Normal 

School. 

You can't conduct business unless 
you borrow money sometimes. That is 
ncessary. But I regard that $500,000 
for a coal shed certainly as a bolt 
from the blue. I think this Govern
ment can build a coal shed the proper 
kind and import for it and instead of 
paying 16 dollars a ton you can get it 
for seven. You wait and see. Now this 
Government that Mr. ·Monroe is the 
ledaer of is endeavouring to develop 
a policy of c o n s t r u c t i o n. It 
is up to the people to put their shoul
der to the wheel to expend this money 
and get roads and hotels. No good in 
having hotels, as Mr. Warren said, 
unless you have some otl1er source of 
amusement. You have your salmon 
pools that are. seen no where else in 
the world. It is only a case of boost
ing lIP the country. Now what I want to 
say is that we have to keep the railway. 
We are unfortunate in having it. But 
we have got to borrow money to keep it 
going. We have got to re-rail parts if 
've want to keep it going at all. We 
have got to repa.ir docks and build 
sheds and wharves at the dock. What 
would be gained even if we do sell the 
dock to the railroad. We wot1ld make a 
better use of it than to have it falling 
down. Now I heard people suggesting 
thing. I heard a member talking 
about canned fish and herring. I would 
ljke to hear some arguments to con
vince me to put some money in the 
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fishery. What is the result. Do you 
improve the fishery? There is only 
one thing that helps the fishery and 
that is supply and demand. We get out 
new methods. Are there any people of 
the world getting any better fish. Not 
at all. 

Now speaking about a bounty on 
' 

fish. I am almost sure the Leg,der of 
the Opposition will agree with me, 
but he does not want to say so. What 
good will a bounty do when the fish is 
$81h a quintal. Who wants it. A man 
with 10 or 15 quintals, what good will 
it do him. Down in Ashville they spent 
$76,000 on tourist advertising. They 
have four hotels costing one and a 
quarter million each. Some people from 
Ashville spent the Summer here. They 
caugl1t two salmon. They would give 
$5,000 to be able. to come back and re
peat the experience tl1ey 11ad in New
foundland. The Kyle had no ac
commodation to bring the passengers 
that stayed over. You 'vould justly 
blame us if an accident happened her. 
We would never hear the end of it for 
not. improving her and protecting our 
people. I would be one of the first to 
blame myself. 

With regard to the rolling 8tock of 
tl1e railroad. If· the venture is going 
to be a success we must have rolling 
stock. With regard to what the Leader 
of the Opposition said in discussing the 
Joan to which the Prime Minister 
made a n s w e r. I will see that 
every publicity is made to that loan. 
Nothing will be kept baclt as tar as I 
am concerned as Finance Minister. I 
will have notl1ing to keep back, but I 
will be only too glad to sl1ow it out. 
Not like some of the late Prime Minis
ters. There were lots of loans not op
ened up the last four years. '"fhe last 
loan sold . at 80%. Others sold at 96, 
97, 95. I would like someone to tell 
me what happened tl1e difference. I 
,.vant to say here now that I would 
back up any man for a clean up. 

MR. WARREN-I had not intended 

' 

to take any part in this debate. but 

so1ne re1narks falling from the Minis
ter of Finance and Customs called rne 
to my feet. The speech was ratl1er 
incohe·rent. Y9u jumped from loans 
to various subjects. But 'in all sin
cer ty I to·ok a tip from the collea,gu~s 
of the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms. Last year I happened to lle 
Prime Minister. The question carne 
up and in deference to a request of 

the Opposition, which was asaente.i 
by my colleagues in the Governn1ent, 
we agreed to a temporary co·mmissioJ1 
to o·perate the railroad. In v 0v1 of 
that and in view of the criticisn1 a·'1u 
argument put forth by members on 
the OppOIS·ition side then, now sitting 
on the Go·vernment side, saying tl1at 

· no Government should run or o·pE.1 a.te 
a railroad, I took certain steps to get 
somebody else to operate the ra lway. 
While 11e may be getting tired of get
ting outside people to run the ra~l

"Wlay, I want to tell you that if it is 
the settled po1icy of tl1e Governn1er1t 
not to attempt to have any ot1tJi(le 
people to operate the railway they are 
making a great mistake: Not that I 
w:ant to· crit cize. I merely n1ade a 
statement. I said I could not vote to 
put $2,000,000 i1Jto tl1e railway unless 
you (get outside peo·ple to run it. 

If ·the Minister of Finance tl1i11k3 
that the Go·vernment can run the rajJ
v.ray bette,r than a private concern, I 
11ave nothing inore to say. Tbf3Jl 11e 
talks about people coming jn a.n<l r -

• ciculing us. He says it js a poor in-
ducement for the tourist. T11at . is all 
right if you are going to operate the 
railway. Then 'vhat sort of advertise .. 
ment is the Minister of Finance giving 
to get outside people to come in J1era 
and loo·k at us. If he does not wa11t 
any outside capital why does he n~Jt 

say · so. T'hen he touched on the rai 1-
wiay pro·blems,_ And last of all 11e 
talked of loans that were not ')pe11.ed 

up under late Prime Ministers. B11t 
yo·u know there are lQ~ of people that 
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have not got all the kno1wledge that 
the· Minister of Finance has. Ordin
ary peo·ple don't know whether the 
lo.an _s raised at 88 or 98. There n1ay 
be loan.s not opened up under recent 
:erime Ministers. But the loan raised 
when I was Prime· Minister was called 
fo·r by tender and I am glad to say 
that the first man to congr.atulate '!.ne 
for the figure I got was Sir Michael 
Cashin. 

MR. HALFY ARD-I may say that 
the Min'ister of Finance in the course 
of his remarks referred to· the m .llirJ>11s 
borrowed during the last two years. 
Tha.t is no reason, as, I have al ready 
said, why we should continue to bor
row. That is one reaso,n why \Ve 
S·hould discontinue it. No pers1on bor
rows for the love of borro·wing, and 
after the party, whether a Governn1ent 
individual or a business man bor
rows to tide over a certa.n . tight situ
action, and when they find out the 
transaction does not re·alize the· bene
fits anticipated they sheer shy of re-
peating the _ same procedure, and I 
think that is o·ne reas1o·n why so·me of 
us are op·posed at the present ti1ne 
to· vote for more money than we ab
solutely need. You give as reason 
that you have . embarked on a construc
tive policy. You hope it will be for 
the benefit of the country fina.nc~ally. 

In 1910 we were told that we wanted 
some vision. Then Sir Edward Mor
ris embarked on his proposition <)f 
building a Branch Railway. The ma
jority of the members of the House 
of Assembly and probably the majo;
ity o.f the electorate thought he 'va.s 
a man of visio·n, and that the policy 
was a w se one and th.at we should 
open up the natural resources of the 
country, and find out whether we haJ 
any minerals a,nd agricultural and 
timber possibilities. People thought 
then that Lo·rd Morria and the inen 
behind him were men of vision. But 
we all realize the terrible mistake of 
bu lding Branch Railw·ays. As far as 

we are concerned we a.re sincere in 
stating that we should n·ot borro1v 
six millions at the -present time. The 
construction O·f the different items re
ferred to in the resolutions, cot1ld be 
provided for with less money. $500,-
000 for a coa1 sl1ed should be a matter 
for future consid.era.t_on. I thin!{ that 
three millions would meet the situ
ation at the present time, and to ru11 
the risk of burdening the country 
with any further expense other tl1an 
to meet our press.Ing necessiities. I 
th~refore place myself on record as 
absolutely voting a.gainst the Res<.1lu
tions before the Cha ·r. 

Mr. Spe·aker resumed the Chair. 

And it being after midnight. 

TUESDAY, August 19, 1924. 

The Chairman from the Co·mmittee 
reported that they had considered the 
m.atter to, them referred, ha.d passed 
the said Reso1lutions witho·ut amen.d
ment, and recommended that a Bill 
be :· ntroduced to give effect to the 
same. 

On motion this Report was r·eceived. 

On the motion for ado1ption of the 
report, Mr. Hickman moved and Mr. 
Halfyard seconded the following 
amendment: 

"That in view of the grave Finan
ciel condition of the affairs of the 
Colo·ny that the Loan be redused fro.£11 
$6 ,000,000 to $3,000,000.~' 

Whereupon the House div.· ded and 
there appeared in favor o·f the a.mend
ment :- Mr. Hickman, Mr. Halfyard, 
Mr. Grimes, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Duff, 
Mr. Ashbourne (6), and against it:
Hon. the Prime Minister, H·on. the Col-
onial Secretary, Hon. the Minister of 
Justice, Ho·n. the Minister of F _n:ance, 
Hon. the Minister of Posts, Ho·n. 1\ir. 
Sullivan,, Hon. Mr. Long, Hon. Mr. 
Cramm, Hon. Mr. Bradley, The Min
ister of Agriculture, The Minister of 
Public Works, Mr. Cashin, Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Lake, M'r. Sinnott, Mr. Vin ·co·moe, 
Mr. Chambers, Mr. Power., Mr. Little, 
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Mr. Puddister, Mr. Cahi,11, Mr. Linegar, 
Mr. Browne (17). 

So it p·assed in the negative and 'vas 
ordered ;accordingly. 

Wher·eupon, the motion for adopt
io·n of the repo,rt was passed, and the 
B:ill entitled, "An Act for the Raising 
o.f a Sum of lVIoney on the Cred t of 
the Colo,ny for Public Purposes" 'va~ 
introduced and read a first time, a,nd 
it was or·dered that the said Bill be 
read a second time presently. 

Whe·reupo·n, on motion of Hon. the 
Minister of Finance, the Bill entitled,, 
"An Act for the Rais'ing of a Sum of 
Money on th.e Cred ~ t of the· Colony fr,r 
Certain Public P·urposes" was1 rea<l a. 
second time, and it was ordered th·at 
the sa:id Bill be referred to a Commit
tee of the Whole House pres1ently. 

Whereupon, o·n motion oif Ho1n. tlie 
Minister of Finance, the House re
solved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider the B 11 entitled, 

. 

"An Act for the Raising of a Sum o·f 
·Money on the Credit of the ColO!.i.Y 
for Certain Public Purposes.''' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took . the Chair of 

Committee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman fro·m .the Comn1ittne 

repo·rted that they had considered ti1e 
matter to tl1em referred, a.nd had pass
ed the said B .11 witl1out .a,mendn1ent. 

On motion this Report was recciv..3d 
and adopted ,and it was O·rdered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Whereupon, on m.o:tion of Ho·n. the 
Minister o.f Fina.nee, the Bill entitled 
''An Act for the Ra. sing of ,a Sun1 of 
Money on the Credit of the Colony 
fo·r Certain Public Purposies''' was 
read a third time and passe·d, and it 
was ordered that the sa:id Bill be en ... 
grossed, being entitled as a.bove, a11d 
that it be sent to, the Legislative 
Council w·ith a message request·11g 
the concurrence of that body iri it'3 

On motio·n of Ho·n. the· .Prime Minis
ter, the House resolved itself into a 
Committee ,of the whole on the Bill 
entitled "And Act Respecting the Un
ited Towns Electric Company, Limit
ed.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Puddister took the C;hai1'" of 
Committee. 

Committtee of the Wh·ole on Bill 
"An Act Respecting The United To\\rns 
Electrice Company, Limited." . 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER--Mr. 
Chairm:a.n. I think there is· a little 
explanat o·n to make about this Bill 
for the benefit of the Ho·use. It is a 
Bill giving certa.in rights, but n0t ex
clusive rights to the United "fowns 
E.lectric C·omnany, Limited, to eatab
lish an electric power plant in certain 
distri.cts where the members for the 
districts are particularly anxious to 
have it. I may say that particular 
care will be taken to limit the co'.3-
cessions to the Company. It will 
be not ced in Clause ( 8) that the Act 
does not give the Comp.a.ny a .. ny l~X

clusive right, po,ver, privilege, o·r arl
vantage in the particular d.istricts 
mentioned in the Bill; while Section 
( 6) says "The Company shall not sell, 
assign, transfer, or lease . a.ny r gJ1t, 
power, privilege or :a.dva.ntage to t11e 
Con1pany by thi:s Act, nor agree or 
contract with any person, firm or Com-
pany whereby the aforesia.id towns, 
settlement or parish or the Clty of 
St. John's as aforesa.id or any of then1 
m.ay be deprived of the full exercise 
by the Company of any such right, 
power, privilege or adtanta.ge." 

Mr. Spea.ker resumed the Chair. 
The c ·ha·rman from the Committee 

repo·rted that they had considered t11e 
matter to them referred, ·and 11ad 
passed the said Bill with some 1men·J
ment 

On motion this. Report was1 received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 
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Whereupon on motion of Hon. tl1e 
Prime Min ster, the Bill entitled "A11 
Act Respecting the United To·wns el
ectric Company, Limited' was read a 
third time and passed,, and it was ·Or
dered that the said Bill be engrossed, 
being entitled as above, and that it be 
sent to, the Leg slative Council \Vitl1 
a message requesting the concurr2nce 
of that body in :its provisio·ns. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANC.~T-0 -

Mr. Speaker: I beg leave to intr0.Juce 
Resolutions to· the effect that the· Ex
port Duty o·n Cod Oil, Cod Liver Oil, 
Whale Oil and other fish oil ba re
c nded. 

Pursua.nt to notice, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Fina.nee, the 
House re·so·lved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to· consider certai11 
Resolutions respecting Certa.in Exflort 
D·uties. 

Mr. Speaker left the Cha ·r. 
Mr. Puddister took the Chair of 

Committee. 
Mr. Spea.ker resumed the· Chair. 
The C'ha.irman fro·m the Committee 

reported th:at they had co·ns1idered the 
matter to them referred, had passeti 
the said Resolutions without a111cnd-
ment, and recommended th·e intro
duction of a B.ill to give effect to the 
same. 

On motio·n th · s Repo·rt was rece1iverl 
and adopted, anll the Bill entitled ., An 
Act to Amend tl1e Revenue Act, 1905,, 
and Amendments Th.ereto Schedule E. 
Export D·uties," was introduced and 
rea.d a first time, and it was or·derc~d 

that the said Bill be read a s ·ec0nd 
time presently. 

Whereupon, on motion o·f Ho·n. the 
Minister of Finance, the Bill ent tled 
"An Act to Amend the Reventte .;\ct 
1905 and Ame·ndments Thereto· Sched
ule E. Export Duties" wia.s read ~1 

second time, and it was orderer tha.t 
the Bill be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole presently. 

Wherupon, on motion of Hon. tl1e 
Minister of Finance, the House re-

solved itself into a Comm_1ttee of the 
Whole to consider tl1e Bill entitl,~d 

"An Act to Amend the Revenue Act 
1905 and Amendments· . Thereto 
Schedule E. E,xport Dutie·s.'• 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Puddister took the C·haii~ oi 

Commttee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Ch:a.i.rman from the Co·mrnittee 

rep·orted that they had considered t11e 
m·aitter to t,hem refer·red, and\ l1ad 
passed the said Bill w _.thout an1end
ment. 

Whereupon, on motion of Hon. tl1e 
Minister of Finance, the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Amend the Revenl1e Act 
1905 and Amendments Thereto· Scl1ed·
ule E. Export Duties'' was read a third 
time and . passed, and it was ordered 
that the s!a.id Bill be engrossed, b·eing 
ent tied as above ,and that it be se11t 
to the Legislative C'ouncil with a nles
sa.ge requesting the concurre·nce· of 
that body in its provisions. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a me·ssa.ge fro111 
the Legislative Council acquaint ·ng 
the House of As1sembly that they had 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act for 
the Confirmatio·n o·f an Agreement be
tween the Gov·ernment and the. G~1n
der Valley P·ower and Paper Company, 
Limited," without amendment. 

MR. GRIMES:-Mr. Spe.aker: I 
\Vould lliike to ask the Prime Minist:er 
if he i.s ready to make a p·ronounce
men t a.s rto the p1erso·nnel of the Com
missio·n .appointed. to enquir·e into the 
Log·gers Bill. 

I-ION. THE PRIME MINISTER:-! 
l1ave sugg·ested that .a Commissiion of 
one be .a.p1p·oin ted on th:at Bill and it 'ils 
the· view ·Of the· Government that dt is 
not :cece,s,s.ary to have a large Com
m:ission which would entail co.nsid
erable expense. We w.ant someone 
with a legal! mind who W!ill go out to 
Grand Falls iand possibly other pla.ces 
to ta.ke e·v:ilde1nce fro·m Mr. Brown, who 
is acting in the interest of the loggers, 
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from th.e employers, and from every
body else wh.o w:ish to come befo·r·e 
that Commission. We hiave no·minated 
Mr. W·arren, member for Fortune Bay, 
to act in the cap.acity O·f Commissioner 
and Mr. Warren has consented to act. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
Mr. Speaker: In moving the· adj.ourn
ment 01f the Hou.se until two o''clock 
this . afternoon, I would like to say that 
it is our intention to ask His Excel
lency the Governor to prorogue the 
Legislature at three o'clock this af
ternoon. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn un
til th:is afternoon ·at two of the clock. 

The H.ouse then .adjo,urned accord
ingly. 

TUESDAY, August 19th, 1924. 

The Ho1use met at two of the· clo·ck 
in the afterno·o·n, p·ursuant to adjourn
ment. 

MR. WOODFORD:-Mr. Speaker: I 
beg leave to present a petition fr·o·m 
150 residents of North Arm, Holyrood, 
I pr.ay that this House may co·nsider 
their reque.st fo1r a sum of money fro1m 
$50 to a $100 towards the repairing 
o,f the co·untry road known . as the 
Country Path. There has been no 
money spent on it since I had the 
pleasure of . representing the Distri·ct. 
It is a most important ro·ad to the peo
ple of Holyrood an·d other lo·calities. It 
connects the m.ain r.o,ad w·~th the Sa1-
n1onier Road. I hope it will co·me un
der the· review of the Government lat
er when the main highw.ays ar·e about 
to be built. I ho·p·e a sum will be 
·gr.anted for the general repair of th1i·s 
roiad We have a number of such 
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that require attentio·n. Most valuable 
and important to the people of the 
District, but in particular to the resid
ents of Holyrood. I beg to refer this 
petition to the department to which 

. it relates. 

MR. CAHILL:-Mr. Speaker: I be·g 
leave to support this petition annd to 

back up· everyth1ing said with regard 
to the a1lo·cation of a sum for this 
work. 

MR. WALSH:-Mr. Speaker: I ask 
'leave to p1resent a peti'tilon from the 
inhabitants of St. Bride's. It is signed 
by all the voters in that section. They 
ask that a small amount of money be 
provided for a fog horn station. It is 
8 or 10 ye.ars since the1y were. given a 
fog ho·rn st,atio·n. It is a w'ild shore and . 
in rough and foggy w e a t h e r 
and bec,ause of some! sh.o,als it is d1an
gerous and inconvenient to the fish
ermen. Unfortunately two years ago 
the ke·epers house, was burnt do,wn 
and the1 lighthouse destr.oyed. I h1ave 
much plea.sure in suppo·rting this 
petition .and tru.st that the Hon. M1in
ister of Mari1ne a.nd Fisherie.s will 
m.ake pro1vision to have its request 
granted. 

MR. WOODFORD: :-Mr. Speake,r: 
I beg to· present a petition from the 
residents of Sea'! Co·ve1 in the, D1istrict 
of Harbor Main. And I be,g to present 
it on behalf of the re.sidents there 
praying that a ra;iilw1ay statio·n be 
built at that pla.ce. It is not a rail
~N1ay sitation in the o·r·dinary sense. 
You c.an c:all tt .a she·lte.r 25 or 30 feet 
sq u.a.re. The people ar·e In need of p·ro--tec.tion for their goods landed there to 
protect th.em from the stor·m and the 
wea:ther as it is a very open place. It 
is a. sma'll settleme,nt the res'i1de·nts 
numbering .about 200 or 300 pe,ople. I 
beg leave to present this request and 
ask that it be referre·d to the rail
way commi.ssio·n. 

(Reads petition). 

It will cost ver·y few do.Jl,ars. Not 
more than $200 or $250 at the most. 

l\fR. CAHILL:-! beg to support the 
petitio·n pre·sented by my hon. col
league. 

HON. MR. SULLIVAN:-;Mr. Speak
er: I beg leave to p·rese,nt ·a petition 
from the inhabitants of Jersey Side, 
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Placentia, on the subject o·f a break
water. 

(Re,ads the petitio1n). 

The petition .is largely s·igne1d by the 
residents of that section, a.nd I think 
sir, that it is a petiti·on that is de
s·erving of e·very consideration. If 
something is not done· very so,on the·re 
i·s great d.a.nger of the ho,uses and p·r·o
perty on J erse1y Side being washe·d 
away. I ,ask that the petition be r·e
ferred to the de.partment to whiich it 
relates. 

MR. SCAMME·LL:-Mr. Speake1r: I 
rise to sugge·st and to express the 
hope that befo·re the House · meets 
again, mo.re effe1cient service will have 
been giv.en u.s a .s regar·ds th.e report. 
ers. You will agree th,at we are not 
getting se·rvice. It is enough to have 
to come do1wn he,re and watch legis
latio·n without h1aving to go out of the 
House and p·repare and r·e-wr·iJte our 
speeches if the,y are to appeiar in any 
de·cent w,a,y before the public. It is a 
very ba.d state. of aff,airs if we have 
no me1n. in St. John's tha:t are able to 
do decent reporting. 

Mr. Speaker info,rmed the. House 
th.at he h.ad received .a, mes,sage fro·m 
tl1p Leg1is1l1ativ.e Co·uncil acquainting 
the House of Assemb'ly that they had 
p.a.s·sed the B'ill se.nt up1 entitled re
spective·ly "An Act to Amend the Re
venue Act 1905, and Amendments 
thereto, Schedule E., Export Duties," 
''An Act Respecting the United Towns 
Ele·ctric Co,mpany, Limite·d,' and "An 
Act for the r'aising 0 1f a sum o·f Money 
o·n the Cre.dit of the Colony . for Cer
tain Public Purpo·ses,'' without 

· Am·endm·ent. 
At three of the clo·ck, the Gentlemen 

Usher of the Black Rod 1app·e1ared at 
the B.ar .of the· House wdth a messa.ge 
from His Excellency the Governor, 
co1nm.and'i1ng the attendance of the 
House in the Council Cha.mber. Ac
cor·dingly, Mr. Speaker and the1 Ho·use 
attended His Excellency in the Coun
cil Chamber. 

Mr. Sp·eaker at the Bar of the Coun
cil Chamber addressed His Excellency 
.a,s follows: 

May it Please Your Excellency: 

The House of Assembly has voted 
the Supply required to enable the 
Government to defray the. expenses of 
the Public Service. In the name of the 
House of Assembly I present the fol
lowing Bills for Your Excellency's 
assent. 

"An Act for Granting to His l\ilajesty 
Certain Sums of Money for Defraying 
Certain Expenses of the Public Ser
vice for tl1e Financial years ending 
respectively the 30th day of June, 
1924, and tl1e 30th day of June, 1925, 
and for other Purposes relating to 
The Public Service," "An Act to 
Amend Chapter 24 of the Consolidated 
Statutes (Third Series) entitled 'Of 
Payment of Certain Fees and Charges 
by Stamps,'" A Bill entitled "An Act 

. Respecting the Department of Public 
Printing and Stationery," An Act "re
specting the Salaries of Civil Ser
vants," An Act respecting certain Ex
penditures to be made under "The 
Loan Act 1923," "An Act respecting 
goods imported into Newfoundland," 
"An Act further to amend the "Rev
enue Act 1905," "An Act respecting 
certain Retiring Allowances," "An 
Act to Amend the Revenue Act 1905 
and Amendments Thereto Schedule 
E, Export Duties," "An Act for the 
Ra.ising of a sum of money on the 
credit of the Colony for certain Pub
lic Purposes," "An Act to Amend 12 
and 13 Geo. V. Cap. 20 entitled 'An Act 
respecting War Pensions,'" ''An Act 
to Amend Chapter 86 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en
titled 'Of Stipendiary Magistrates and 
Justices of the Peace," "An Act to 
Confirm an Agreement witl1 the New
foundland Milling Company, Limited," 
"An Act to Amend 14 Geo. V., Cap. 7, 
entitled 'An Act for the Encourage
ment of Shipbuilding,'" "An Act to 
Further and Protect the Activities 
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and Interests of the Boy Scout Asso-
ciation in the Island of Newfoundland 
and Its Dependencies," "An Act Re
specting the Game and Inland Fish
eries Board," "An Act Respecting the 
Encouragement of Agriculture," "An 
Act Respecting Alcoholic Liquors," 
"An Act to Amend 3 Geo. V. Cap. 14 
e11titled 'An Act Respecti11g the Con
struction of a Railway through Lab
rador,' " "An Act to Amend Chapter 
73 of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of the Disembark
ing o·f Paupers,'" "An Act for · the 
Confirmation of an Agreement ·be
tween the Government and the Gander 
Valley Power and Paper Company, 
Limited," "An Act to Amend Chapter 
10 of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of the Department 
of Finance and Customs,' " "An Act to 
Authorize the Montreal 'frust Com
pany to do business in the Colony of 
Newfoundland," "An Act Re3pecting 
the United Towns Electric Company, 
Limited." 

His Excellency was then pleased to 
make the following Speech to both 
branches of the Legislature: 

Mr. Pre1siJdent and Ho·no11rable Ge·n
tlen1e1n of the Legislative1 Council; 

Mr. Speake·r and Gentlemen ·Of the 
Honourable House o·f J\ssembl1y: 

You have given close attention to 
your legislative duties, at a season so 
pleasant out of doors that the per
formance of indoor tasks must have 
been more onerous than t1sual , and I 
a.m glad to be able to relieve you of 
them. 

Short though the session now about 
to close has been, the legislation en
acted has been of more tl1an t)rdinary 
importance, and will, I am confident, 
be o.f enduring advantage. 

For a period of more than ten years, 
the finances of the Colony have been 
disturbed by alternate expan'3ion and 
contraction, but conditions 11ave this 
year become almost normal, and there 

is reason to hope that disturbing 
financial conditions will cease to re
cur. My Ministers will endeavour to 
enforce economy in expenditure wise
ly, and to aid the prosperity of the 
Colony by stimulating the develop
ment of its resources. Lavish expendi
ture by preceding Governments, im
posing upon my present advisers the 
hard necessity of providing for the 
payment of debts contracted by others, 
l1as made it quite impossible for the 
present Government to decrease as 
largely as they desired the. burden of 
taxation, but the abolition of jmport 
duties upon flour and gasolene, and 
export duty on Cod Oil and Whale Oil, 
is due to their courage and resource
fulness, and they hope. to be enabled 
to still further decrease the burden 
of taxation, through reforms they 
purpose to carry out. 

It is apparent that economy alone 
will not sufficiently meet the. public 
needs, and that development cf the 
Colony's resources must be vigorous
ly undertaken. The attractions to 
tourists offered by the. unexcelled 
summer climate, the beautiful scenery 
and the unequalled salmon and trout 
fisheries of this Island, are the as
sets which can be most speedily 
turned into cash, and realizing that 
desirable tourists cannot be expected 
to come to us in great and growing 
numbers unless good hotels and high
ways are provided, and the inland 
fisl1eries protected and replenished, 
my Ministers have decided to embark 
upon a forward movement in these 
respects, incidentally and immediate-
.ly providing labor for the unemployed, 
and ultimately adding greatly to the 
comfort and prosperity of the people. 

Years ago a crude mea.sure to pro
hibit the sale of alcoholic liquors as a 
beverage was enacted, the 2nforce
men t of which became difficult, and 
was soon neglected, and later prac
tically abandoned, so tl1at at last its 
existence became a mockery, and its 
almost universal evasion a scandal, 
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"~ith resulting lawlessness i11 many 
affairs and to an alarming degre.e. In 
l1is Manifesto to the people, ·upon the 
eve of the last General Election, my 
present Prime Minister promised a 
repeal of the Prohibition Act, and the 
introduction into the Legislature of 
an alternative measure, and this, I 
am glad to say, has now become law, 
and in due course will be Pllt into 
force. I anticipate that great good 
will result. 

The work of co.nstruction upon the. 
Humber has progressed with unex
pected and gratifying rapidity. Paper
n1aking at Bay of Islands is expected 
to begin next Spring. A Contract has 
been entere.d into by my Ministers to 
secure development in the Gander 
River Valley, and soon a great addi
tion to the labour-giving industries of 
the Colony may be. expected. The 
merits of the proposition are so great 
in the opinion ~f its promoters that 
they have not thought it necessary to 
ask for any guarantee by the Colony, 
or other financial assistance. The 
gre.at industry at Grand Falls con
tinues its prosperous operations, and 
an expansion of its paper-making 
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plant, or a completion of the Sulphite 
Pulp Plant at Alexander Bay, pro
viding for the development of the 
Terra Nova and Gambo regions, is e.x
pected. Upon the whole, the outlook 
for steady and profita.ble employment 
of labour was never so good in our 
midst. 

Your p·ro1vi.sion for the acquisitio1n 
of a ,sUJita.ble Steame·r to connect with 
the raillway at P·ort aux Basques, for 

th.e· re-r1a1iling O·f a portion of th·e 
track, and fo·r incre,asing ro·lling 
stock, ar·e, timely recognitions of the 
fact th.at both pa·ssenger and fr·eight 
traffi.ce· .a.re· rapidly incr.eiasing, and a.re 
boun·d to incre,ase, and an ind'iication 
o,f th.e1 no·t distant day, I ho1p·e:, wh.en 
th.e r.ailw:a:y will be se·lf-s·ustaiining. 
Your p·ro·Vision fo·r' th·e improvement 
o·f the Dry Do1ck cannot fail to add to 
the a:ttra.ctiveness o·f th.e Port of St. 
John's for ships. Its situatio.n and its 
fac·ilities .shou:ld m1ake it the mo,st Po
P·Ular Po1rt o·n the Atlantic for sh.ips 
needing speedy rep1airs. 

~Ir. Speaker and Gentlemen o·f the 
Honorurable1 H 611se 0 1f Asse.m.bly: 

In His Majesty's name1, I thank you 
for your· provisio·n for the public ser-

• 
VIJCe· •. 

. 

Mr. Preside1n.t a,nd Ho1noora.ble Gen-
tlemen 01f tlre1 Legisla,tive Co1uncll : 

Mr. Sp1ea.ke101 and Gentl1emen of the 
Ho11oura.ble Ho1use o·f Asse,mb1ly: 

I join with you 1in devout thanks to 
God fo·r the· pro1sperity ·and ha.ppiness 
He h.as gra.nted to our p·eo·ple. 

After which the Honourable the 
President of the· Legisliative Co·uncil, 
by command o.f His Excellency the· 
Governor, sa;id: 

Gentlemen :-It i's His Excellency 
the Governor's Wi'.11 and Ple~asure that 
this Ge·ner1a.I Assembly be no·w p·r·o
rogu.e.d until Tue.sday, the T'hirtieth 
day of September, then a.n·d here to 
be holden, and thi.s Gener.al Assem
bly stand prorogued acc.o·r·dingly. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
of the 

I 

' 

Legislative Council of Newfoundland 

SESSION, 1924 
THURSDAY, July 10, 1924. 

Following the formal opening of the 
House a short session was held. The 
C!erk having read the Speech from 
the Throne Hon. S. Milley rose to pro
pose · that a Select Committee be ap
poined to draft an address in reply. 

He first extended a hearty welc·ome 
to Hon. A. B. Morine, whom he be
lieved would be a great addition to the 
House and greatly augment its debat
ing strength. Newfoundland, he said, 
did right when she decided to take a 
:part in the British Empire Exhibition, 
and even at this early moment people 
can see that it is benefitting the coun
try and greatly advertising it by the 
well ordered exhibits to be found 
there: It is said that in Councils there 
-
is wisdom, and if this is true his Ex-
cellency the Governor must be wise 
indeed as he has had four sets of coun
cillors within the past twelve months. ,. 

For some time past we have had too 
much turmoil but it is a pleasure to 
know that at last the unrest is over. 
The country has given with a clear 
voice a large majority to a new ad
ministration, and it is up to the upper 
chamber to see that everything pos
si,ble is done to see that the country 
prospers as it can prosper, if the legis
lature so decides. The country is sick 
of politics and it is now in need of a 
period of reconstruction. The visit of 
Earl Haig marks an epoch in our his
tory, and those who are inclined to 
talk disparagingly of our climate must 

have changed opinions when they con
sider the excellent weather conditions 
prevailing here quring Earl Haig's 
visit. The finances of the country give 
room for serious thought. For some 
time past we have not been thought 
very highly of in this connection in 
the outside world, and several times 
during his travels he had been forced 
to listen to things said about the coun
try that he was not able to deny. Mr. 
Milley hoped that the present Govt. 
would take steps to see that the coun
try's name in this respect was redeem
ed. He welcomed the opening of new 
industries because they will tend to 
increase employment. 

As yet not knowing the details, he 
was not in a position to discuss them 
fully, but he hoped that when they 
were introduced that Newfoundlanders 
would not be hewers of wood and 
drawers of water whilst outsiders get 
the plums. He was glad to see that 
the Government will follow out the 
action of the Warren ministry in re
gard to investigations of wrong doing. 
It is the only way to show the outside 
world that we will no longer tolerate 
that state of affairs. With regard· to 
Prohibition Act he hoped the Govern
ment will make an effort to bring in a 
law that will be carried out. He was 
sorry, that the Speech from the 
Throne made no reference to lotteries 
and sweepstakes etc., and he was 
afraid that unless some measures are 
taken in this matter we shall be in a 
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position, which will not be a happy 
one. In conclusion he hoped the ses
sion w·ould be a . short one, so that 
when the House meets the next time 
the Government will be in a p·osition 
to bring in measures of progress. 

HON. D. A. RYAN seconded the mo
tion. He was glad to see that things · 
are looking brighter. At present there 
is a good demand for our fish, and fair 
prices are :being offered · and he had 
no d·oubt that this will continue if the 
markets are kept from being over
stocked. He was glad to see that 
something will be done to amend the 

. Prohibition Act and was very pleased 
to know that measures are being tak
en to introduce the Gander and Flour 
Mills projects, b·oth of which will pro
vide much employment. He welcom
ed to the Council Hon. A. B. Morine, 
and offered him heartiest congratula
tions. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH congrat
ulated both speakers and with what 
they had said he on the whole agreed. 
The members of the Legislative Coun- · 
cil, however, are in a degree respon
sible for some of the things that have 
happened in the country for the past 
four or five years. When the Fish Reg
ulations were introduce·d the Legisla
tive Council had adopted them, prac
tically without question and the mem
bers cannot unload the whole respon
sibility of · their evils on the shoulders · 
of others. Similarly with regard to 
financial conditions they were in a 
measure to blame. True it is that 
some of the expenditure was inevit
able, but, as the Walker report pointed 
out, in several cases, there was crimi
nal extravagance. He was of opinion 
that there should be a repeal of the 
Legislative Act of 1915 which remov
ed from the council the power to re
ject money bills as without this power 
their hands are practically tied. 

The Prohibition Law has been in 
practice very unsuccessful. He h·oped 
that one feature of the new act to be 

made will be the doing a way of the 
I . 

script system. He was surprised · that 

men of education and standing as are 
the medical profession should be so 
false to the ethics of their profession 
as to prostitute it as has been done 
during the last four or five years. He 
hoped the incoming government will 
endeavour to do something for the 
betterment ·of the country. To advo
cate a policy of clean up is very easy, 
but it is much more difficult to bring 
such policy to practice. In endeav
ouring to do it the Government will 
be assailed from many quarters, but 
the successful accomplishment will 
see the country at large commend 
them for it. 

HON. A. B. MORINE thanked the 
previous speakers for what they had 
said about him. He agreed with the 
previous speaker and trusted the pow
er ·of the House will be restored pro
mising that such a measure will have 
his earnest support. When the mea
sure was first introduced the Council 
should never have agreed to it; it is 
the duty ·of a conservative chamber 
to . resist · ail sort of panic legislation. 
There are many things which ought 
to have been resisted. Whilst the 
Council had no power to vote on mo
ney bills, they could have been dis
cussed, and if thought not proper 
should have been resisted to the limit 
of the Council's power. All interest 
is centred in the debates of the lower 
House, because the members of the 
Upper Chamber have not sufficient in
terest in their own debates. Clean up 
and keep clean is the policy which his 
colleagues went to the country on and 
for which purpose they have been put 
in power, and this they are endeavour
ing to carry out. In going over the 
affairs of some of the departments, he 
had been amazed and horrified at the 
looseness that seems to have prevail
ed in every department; it had been 
found that civil servants everywhere 
have been received much in addition 
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to the salaries voted them. The work ably go into more details on some of 

of cleaning up is going to be a tre

mendous job, but he hoped that with
in the next six months much will have . 
been done to bring ab·out much need-
e'1 reform. One of the largest ex
penses have been the public charities 
department, where it has been found 
that large amounts have ·been paid for 
doctors bills, etc., on account of peo
ple who could and should pay their 
·own bills. He was in a position to 
state that the script system will be 
abolished and that in future they will 
be unneces·sary. In this respect, how
ever, he would say that all inedical 
men are not alike and there are many 
wh·o have been true to their principles. 
However, in every stage there will be 
found blacklegs. The matter of lot
teries etc., has not yet received at
tention, but at an early date he will · 
bring the matter to the notice of his 
colleagues. Concluding he hoped that 
soon the House will be restored to its 
ancient privileges. 

HON. W. J. ELLIS wished to offer 
his congratulations and welcome Hon. 
A. B. Morine, whom he thought will 
be a big addition to the Council. He 
believed that the Premier has the earn
est support of the whole country. Tl1e 
recent bye-election had showed that 
Harbor Grace is supporting him and 
had similar tests been made in the 
other districts concerned the same 
thing he thought would have happen
ed. T·he Gander project is a thing 
that should be encouraged and he hop
ed that the House will give it all the 
help that is needed. With regard to 
Prohibition he has often expressed his 
views, and when the me~sure comes 
before the House he shall more fully 
discuss it. As to the lotteries etc., he 
was not so sure that there is much 
harm in them, especially as nearly all 
are for some charitable purpose. Our 
people have a gambling spirit and will 
always endeavour to appease this 
spirit. At a later date he would prob-

the matters discussed. 

On motion being put it was carried 
unanimously and the following Com
mittee was appointed :-Hons. S. Mil·· 
ley, D. A. Ryan, Sir P. T .. McGrath, J. 
Anderson and S. K. Bell. 

On motion the House adjourned un
til Monday at 4.30 p.m. 

MONDAY, July 14th, 1924. 

House met at 4.30 p.m. pursuant to 
adjournment. 

HON. MR. MILLEY presented report 
of Select Committee appointed to draft 
Address in Reply to Speech delivered 
by H. E. the Governor at the opening 
of the Session, which on motion was 
read a first and second time and pass
ed. 

House then adjourned until Thurs
day next at 4.30 p.m. 

THUR~DA Y, July 24, 1924. 

The H·ouse met pursuant to ad
journment. 

HON. PRESIDENT read communica
tion from His Excellency the Gover
nor announcing the appointment of 
the following to the Internal Econ
omy Committee of the Legislature, 
namely: Hon. President of the Legis
lative Council, Hon. A. B. Morine, K. 
C., Hon. S. Milley, the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly, the Prime Minis
ter, the Colonial Secretary, the Attor
ney General. 

Honourable members visited Gov
ernment H·ouse and presented the Ad
dress in Reply to the S1peech from the 
Throne which His Excellency had been 
pleased to deliver at the opening ses
sion. 

. 
The House resumed and the Clerk 

read His Excellency the Governor's 
Reply to Address. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Gibbs, the 
Bill entitled, "An Act to amend Chap
ter 3 of 11 George V. entitled 'An Act 

• 
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to authorize the Montreal Trust C·o. 
to do business in the Colony of New
foundland,' '' was read a first time and 
ordered ·to be read a second time 011 

to-morrow. 

Second reading of Bill entitled "An 
Act to amend Chapter 86 of the Con
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en
titled 'Of Stipendiary Magistrate and 
Justices of the Peace.' " 

HON. MR. MORINE in moving the 
second reading of this Bill, pointed 
out that it was for the purpose of giv
ing Stipendiary Magistrates jurisdic
tion as such over the whole Island and 
its dependencies. There had been 
difficulty in that Magistrates named in 
their commission for certain districts 
or places had no jurisdiction else
where and the Department of Justice 
had on accasion to send men from 
other places outside their jurisdic
tions. For instance some time ago 
the Magistrate had to . 1be sent from 
Grand Falls to Bonavista Bay for a 
certain case and when the matter had 
come before the Courts later it was 
contented that he had no jurisdiction. 
The Bill provides that any Magistrate 
though still residing in his own dis
trict would have jurisdiction over the 
whole Island. 

SIR P. T. McGRATH thought that 
whilst this was a step in the right di
rection, we should also consider the 
fact that at the present time we gave 
too many Magistrates in the Island. 
In 1898 there were 18 Magistrates 
whose salaries came to the sum of 
$13,880, but at the present time we 
have 31 Magistrates who are paid the 
sum of $37,700. The population of the 
country has since that time increased 
by about 25 per cent. whilst the num
ber of Magistrates has increased 70 
per cent. and their salaries doubled. 
Now that the country has such improv
ed means of communication and travel 
and that people have, we might say, 
become somewhat morally improved, 
there should not be any need for such 

a large number of Magistrates. He 

\Vished it to be understood that this 

was not a criticism of any particular . 
Government and more especi?-lly the 
present Governn1ent. Every new Gov
ernment for a long number of years 
has had to give Magistracies to politic
al supporters and it is time now that 
some of these positions be done away 
with, and as some of the present Mag
istrates pass away, steps should be 
gradually taken to remedy the state of 
affairs. Even within the past two or 
three weeks it is true that some have 
resigned their positions and others 
have been appointed. As regards the 
movement that has been mentioned in 
the Lo,ver House and in the. press re
garding the re-distribution of seats, he 
thought this deserved every consider
ation. Last week at Ottawa there was 
a Bill introduced for the re-distribu
tion of seats and they now have a 
House composed almost entirely of 
one man seats, the only exception ,be
ing Halifax and St. John, and in South 
Africa where the recent elections were 
held there were 135 one man con
stituencies. The sooner we have this 
system introduced in this country the 
better for all, and with this in use it 
would be possible for a Magistrate to 
be assigned to a political district and 
so greatly reduce the number. 

HON. MR. MORINE would like to be 
permitted to make reference regard
ing the number of Magistrates being 
on comparison too large. Whilst be 
agreed that some could be undoubted
ly abolished yet on a close considera
tion it would be seen that those fig
ures were somewhat fallacious. The 
trend of recent legislation has been 
to increase the civil jurisdiction of the 
Magistrate and th us the w·ork of the 
Supreme Court has been considerably 
lessened. Then again increased means 
of communication and transport has 
rather added to their work, than les
sening it for a large num,ber of peo
ple are continually moving around and 
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the number of strangers is larger than 
ever before. In 1898 when introaucing 
the Budget he made an effort to cut 
down their numbers in Carbonear, 
Harbor Grace and Brigus, providing 
the late Alfred Pen11y as District 
Judge to _do the work, and was im
mediately met with a storm of protest, 
so tl1at to-day we have one for eacl1 
of tl1es·e places as well as Bay de 
Verde, and there have been den1ands 
for one at Heart's Content and other· 
places so that it is hard to keep them 
to the number they are instead of de
creasing. If the amount of the salaries 
paid to Magistrates has increased in 
it is cost because of the increase in the 
cost of living. As a whole this body is 
very poorly paid, and he would like to 
see their salaries increased fifty per 
cent. if possible. For a man in the 
position of a Magistrate living on $1,
J 00 or $1,200 a year is really trying 
to get along on starvation wages. 

With regard to a recent appointme11t 
in the pla~e of Mr. Squarey, one of the 
best Magistrates this Colony has ever 
had, at Cl1annel, wl1ich is the entry 
port for a great deal of our traffic, the 
Government 11ad appointed his ~<1n who 
would have the benefit of his father's 
assistance in learning the duties. ~t\.t 

Fogo the Magistrate has a ~arge por
tion of the Gander District to cover 
which entails mu~i1 work. 8•tipendiary 
Magistrates at rnany places could no 
doubt do much of the work which is 
now t ieing done t'Y other Government 
officials sucl1 as the collection of cus
toms duties and the like, and we could 
thus bring at oui a consolidation of 
offices which would greatly help to in
crease economy in the public service. 
With reference to re-distribution, he 
thought it .extremely likely that the 
matter would te grappled with at the 
next session, and improvements be 
made along the lines suggested by Sir 
Patrick McGrath. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time and ordered to be sent to Com
mittee to-morrow. 

NOTICE Ol., QUESTION. 

Hon. D. A. Ryan gave notice tl1at 
on to-morrow he would ask the lead
er of the Government: 

1. If Dr. Mooney 11as completed 
t uilding his pulp mill at Hr. Deep. or 
when it will be completed or what 
11as teen done up to date. 

2. Also to ask if Mr. H. J. Crowe 
has completed the erection of his pulp 
mill at Hampden, White Bay, or what 
has t~ een done according to the terms 
of his contract. 

3. To ask what amount was paid 
Mr. K. Brown, M.H.A., monthly as In
spector of the Logging Camps during 
Winter 1923-4. 

4. To ask what amount was paid to 
each person of the Committee appoint
ed by the Government to pay back the 
Export Tax of ten cents per quintal 
on fish shipped from the Labrador 
coast for the year 1922. The names 
and amounts of moneys paid to each 
person. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Morine tl1e 
House adjourned until Tuesday at 
4.3o p.m. 

TUESDAY, July 29, 1924. 

I-!ouse met pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

HON. D. A. YRAN asked tlie Hon. 
the Leader of the Government: 

(1) If Doctor Moo11ey has complet
ed the building of his Pulp Mill at Hr. 
Deep or when will it be completed, or 
-vvhat has tieen dcne to date. 

(2) If Mr. H. J. Crowe has com
pleted the erection of his Pulp Mill 
at Hampden (White Bay), or ".vhat has 
t 1een done according to the terms of 
his contract. 

(3) What amount was paid to lVIr. 
K. Brown, M.H.A., monthly as Inspec
tor of the Logging Camps, Winter 1923 
and 1924. 

( 4) What amount was paid to each 
person of the Committee appointed by 
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the Government to pay back the Ex
port Tax of ten cents per quintal on 
Fish shipped from the Labrador Coast, 
year 1922; the name of and amount 
paid to each person. 

The following reply was tabled by 
the Hon. Mr. Morine:-

(1) The agreen1ent between the 
Government and M. J. Mooney, dated 
August 9th, 1923, provided that Mr. 
Mooney should, on or before the 30th 
of November, 1924, commence the 
erection of a mill capable of produc
ing one hundred tons of mechanical 
pulp per · day, t'he agreement to be
come void unless tl1'is were done. The 
Lessee's right to · export wood termin
ates of course with the agreement. 
Mr. Mooney has announced his deter
mination not to commence the con
struction of the pulp mill, and the Gov
ernment has decided that the wood cut 
for him to date may be exported, but 
that no amendment of the agreement 
will be permitted. 

(1) Tabled the correspondence, and 
a copy of the Minute of Council .refer-
ring to it. · 

(2) Mr. Crowe has not completed, 
so far as the Government is informed, 
a Pulp Mill in White Bay. The agree
ment between the Government and Mr. 
Crowe, dated August 9th, 1923, does 
not provide that Mr. Crowe shall erect 

• 

a Pulp Mill in White Bay, but the rati-
fying act provides that a pulp or pa
per Mill shall be erected in the Col-
ony within ten years, or the agree
ment become void. At the time this 
Act was passing through the House, 
there was some announcement about 
a shortening of this period, and I lay 
upon the talile of the House all the 
correspondence about this matter 
which I have been able to procure. 
Mr. Crowe undertook to establish and 
install in White Bay one or more ros
sing plants and one or more saw
mills on or before the 31st . day of 
October, 1924. Rossing machines have 
been installed and operated but no 

saw-mill has been commenced, as far 
as the Government is aware. 

(3) The amounts paid Mr. K. Bro\vn 
M.H.A., as Inspector of Logging camps 
during the winter of 1923-1924 are as 
follows: 

6 inonths salary $250.00 per 
n1onth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500.00 

Travelling Expenses . . . . . . 370.85 

$1,870.85 

( 4) In answer to this question I 
beg to lay on the Table of the House 
a statement showing item.s paid for 
services and expe11ses in connection 
with the Export Tax Refund, showing. 
the amount refunded to be $105,650.10 
and the expenses therein to be $9, .. 
272,11, and the way in which such 
amount was made up. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH said he 
distinctly remembered that the prin
ciple objection of tl1e Select Commit .. 
tee at the last session in putting the 
Crowe Bill through was the 10 year 
term clause. The Premier, Mr. War
ren, during the time the Bill was un
der consideration, and in order that 
it would pass the Council, gave the as
surance that the Bill would be amend-

. . 
ed at the next session and the period 
of ten years reduced to five years, 
which would put the Crowe undertak
ing on the same status as others. 

HON. MR. MORINE explained that 
Oil.Ce a Bill passed the Council, and 
ca111tal had been floated for a pro
ject, it would be a very dangerous 
matter to amend such a Bill, for the 
reason that it might damage the cre
dit of the Company engaged. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH remark
ed that Mr. Crowe had undertaken to 
abide by Prime Minister Warren's 
suggestion. 

HON. MR. MORINE said that it was 
all very well if only Mr. Crowe were 
interested, tut a different matter 
where a company was interested. 

• 
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HON .. D. R. RY AN remembered that 
Prime Minister Warren had asked the 
Council to pass the Bill containing 
ten year clause and promised that the 
Bill would be amended next session. 
Mr. Warren went further, he said and 
informed the Council that ·if Mr. Crowe 
did not agree to this he would cancel 
tl1e contract. 

HON. MR. MORINE drew attention 
to the following despatches between 
Mr. Cro¥1e and Prime Minister War
ren during August last, when the Bill 
was under discussion. 

}~rom Prime Minister. 
"Bill ratified . by Lower House 

now before Upper House. Your 
telegram 14th reached me after 
Bill had pas~ed. Except Bill to 
pass Upper H·ouse to-day. Period 
altered to ten years." 

From H. J. Crowe. 
"Will undertake carry through 

White Bay deal with period re
duced to ten years. Making ar
rangen1ents to commence opera
tions earliest date.'' 

MR. MORINE tabled further corre
spondence between the ex-Prime Min
ister, Mr. Warren, an.d Mr. H. J. 
Crowe, also correspondence in con
nection with Dr. Mooney contract. 

HON. MR. GIBBS thought there was 
prot at ly son1e mistake about the 
wording of the telegram of Mr. Crowe. 
The Bill, according to 11is recollec
tion, passed the Council with the dis
tinct understanding that the period 
would be altered to five years at this 
session. Mr. Crowe, he, understood, 
had agreed to this provision. 

HON. MR. ELLIS said he remember
ed quite clearly that the term was to 
be altered to five years at the next 
session, and that some of the mem
bers suggested a three year period. 
The only reason for extending the per
iod was to get the Bill through, so 
that employment could be found dur-

ing the winter of 1924. He voted for 
the Bill with the distinct understand
ing that it would be amended this sea
son. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH express
ed opinion that if Mr. Warren were 
still Prime Minister the Contract 
would be amended . this session, and 
suggested that the present Prime Min
ister consult his colleagues and see if 
the matter could be dealt with with
out interfering with or ha1npering .Mr. 
Crowe's i~dustry. So far as Dr. 
Mooney was concerned he regretted 
to say that he had tried it out and 
failed, and would not likely be operat
ing the coming winter. 

HON. MR. MORINE considered that 
the contract and the circumstances 
surrounding it were a little bit loose. 
He thought it possible, however, that 
something may be done to change 
what is a very disastrous form of con
tract. If Mr. Crowe only was concern
ed it would be easy enough to deal 
with the matter, but when others had 
placed capital in the enterprise on the 
face of that Bill, ·we could not change 
it and would have to be the victims 
of our own carelessness. Mr. Crowe, 
he said, has apparently defaulted in 
the amount of wood cut, which is 
probably better for Newfoundland as 
tl1e timber is still intact, but on the 
other hand the work given in White 
Bay last year was considerable and 
timely. Mr . . Crowe, he understood, 
never held out the idea that he would 
erect a paper and pulp mill in White 
Bay. What he had in view was the 
erection of a mill in Fortune Bay. The 
wood would be cut in White Bay, and 
taken to Fortune Bay in its raw state 
and milled there when his great pro
ject had taken full scope. For that he 
had ten years and during that time he 
was allowed to export 25,000 cords 
yearly.• In view of the fact of his hav
ing defaulted in White Bay, and now 
asking for some extension and also 
for water power grants in . Fortune 
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Bay, it may be possible for the Gov
ernment to reach back at Mr. Crowe 
and have something done, and he as
sured Hon. Gentleman if anything 
could be done it would be done. 

SIR P. T. McGRATH. 
MR. PRESIDENT :-I ask leave, be• 

fore we enter upon the Orders of the 
Day, to make a personal explanation 
as to my part in the Labrador Bound
ary Case, respecting which there seems 
to be some misunderstanding .. 

First, I did not seek fhis work. 
Three years ago Lord Morris wrote 

. me from London that a day or two 
previously the lawyers engaged in this 
case had held a conference and de
cided that they required much addit
ional material, when he had suggest.lo 
ed me as a suital1le person to under
take its collection, and he asked me 
if I could undertake the work. His 
letter set out "that it will be nec
essary for us to have all the docu
ments in the Canadian Archives ex ... 
amined, at Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, and Winnipeg, and it may be 
at two or three points in the United 
States; and when the matter was 
mentio·ned at our conference I pointed 
out that the 011ly one I knew in New
foun.dlarid who would be capable of 
such undertaking was yourself." 

As I had opposed the Squires party 
18 months previously, I felt that, to 
make my position clear, it would be 
only right to lay the matter before 
some of those with whom I had been 
associated in the election of 1919. I 
did so and they saw no reason why I 
should refuse this w_ork, so I agree<) 
to take it on. 

Secondly, this was not a political 
job. There was never any suggestion 
either directly or indirectly by Sir 
Richard Squires, through whom my 
employment was arranged, or by Mr. 
Warren, under whose directions my 
work was carried on, that this was a 
p0litical job, or that any party service 

was required of me. The underlying 

principle, it was understood, was that 

this was a matter of vital importance 

to tl1e Colony and that it was thought 

that I could best perform the service. 

Thirdly, every feature of my work 

has had to stand the scrutiny of Sir 

J ol1n Simon, K.C., the leader of the 

English Bar, who is our senior coun

sel, and of Sir Thomas Berridge, an 

ex-President of tl1e English Law So

ciety, 'vlio is our Solicitor; and I 

think I am entitled to take ·pride in 

the fact that it t.lac;< been satisfactory 

to them and the other legal gentlemen 

in England engaged in the case. As 
proof of this I would read a letter 
written to me on the eve of departure 
from London in December, 1922, by 
Mr. W. T. Monkton, who is the Junior 
Counsel in the . case, and who, with 
Mr. Burn, of Burn and Berridge, has 
had to do most of the work of prepar
ing it for its final revision ,by Sir John 
Simon and Mr. Barrington-Ward, K.C. 

.LONDON, Dec. 3, 1922. 

"Dear Sir ·Patrick :-I feel I cannot 
let you go 'Pac.k to Newfoundland 
without a word of thanks for all your 
help in the Boundary Dispute. Your 
work, both in the discovery of docu
mentary evidence and in the collection 
and arrangement of the material 
has been absolutely invaluable, and I 
am honestly amazed at the amount of 
work you have been able to do in the 
time. I may have made many mis
takes in the preparation of the case, 
but. I know now that I am entirely 
right in advising that your presence 
over here this autumn would be of the 
greatest assistance. I feet that I have 
had perhaps better opportunities than 
any one else for appreciating yol1r 
work, with the possible exception of 
Mr. Burn, who, I know, shares my 
view of it. It has been a very great 
pleasure to me to work with you, and 
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I hope to have your help again before 
the case is disposed of. 

With many thanks, I am, 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Sgd.) WALTER MONCKTON. 

For nearly three years I have given 
my best efforts to this task, devoting 
practically my whole time to it, both 
week days and Sundays, for while we 
were here at home Mr. Warren and I 
spent most Sunday afternoons at it, 
as he could not in his office on week 
days give the time needed for the c.on
sideration of the problems it involved. 

Statements published in the news
papers show amounts paid to me i11 

this case in three years, $19,800 in all. 
But, as a matter of fact, I have only 
received $8 ,000 of this sum for my ser
vices. The arrangement was that I 
draw remuneration on account of this 
work at the rate of $3,000 a year, and 
the third year is not yet completed. 

Another $3,000, in round figures, re
presents payments to me for out-of
pocket expenses. For instance, I pay 
my stenographers, (of whom I some
times have to employ two) from week 
to week, and get repaid every six 
months. I do the same with type
writing supplies and all other minor 
outlays. Then, on my trips abroad, 
searching in Universities, Libraries, 
Museums, etc., I have had to pay for 
books, maps, photographs, copying of 
records, etc., out of my own funds and 
secure repayment after my return. 
Vouchers for every dollar of this out
lay will be found in the Department 
of Justice. 

The remaining $9,000 covers travel
ling expenses for three trips in con
nection with this case. In the autumn 
of 1921 I was away for over three 
months, going from here to Ottawa, 
then to Winnipeg, back to Toronto, Ot
tawa, Montreal, New York, Philadelp
hia, Washington, back to New York, 
Harvard University, near Boston, 
Brawn Univef$ity at Providence. 

Rl1ode Island, etc., back to Ottawa, 
Que bee, and then home. In the course 
of this trip I interviewed and obtain
ed statements from every white man 
then alive, who had been in the inter
ior of Labrador. In 1922 I left here in 
July and was absent six months, I 
went as far west as Detroit, ba.clr to 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montrea.l, Bo·sto11, 
and New Yo·rk,, crossed to Englan:l, 
and on the retur11 trip revisited Wasl1-
ington, Ottawa ·and tl1en ret11rl1ed 
home. My sta.y ~ n London of nearly 
four months was prolonged partly be
cau:s·e Sir Ricl1ard Squires an'l i\1r. 
Warren were e1lga'g-ed in negotiating 
the West Coast paper mill contract. 
A General Election also occurred in 
England at that time, which put us 
out of touch witl1 Sir John Simcin ft)r 
six weeks, as he was a candidate. 

Last year I ltft here in August a.11d 
was absent about five m·onths, aga n 
visiting Canadian and An1erican cities 
and cro.ssing to England. Here I was 
1lelayed again by Mr. Warren, Sir l\tiar
maduke Winter a.nd myself bei11~ <)C~ 

c11pied with the Economic Co·nferr1!..ce 
for six weeks and still further by an-
other Englisl1 General Election, Vv-I1icl1 . 
inade Sir J o·hn Sjn1on inaccessible f{,r 
a similar period. 

For the expenses of these tripe;, tc)-
ta.lling 15 mo·nths, I have been ps.id 
$9,000, which works out at about S600 
per montl1 or $6.20 per day,, out of 
which. I have pa· d my hotel l)ills, 
railroad fares, trans-Atlantic ste·Fimer 
tickets, and other expenses. I leave 
it to Ho·n. Gentlemen of tl1Is I-Ious9, 
who are accustomed to travelling ex
tensively, to· say if tl1is is an excese vt~ 
figure. 

On December 17th last, fo·llo,vin~ 

on the English General electi<)ll of 
December 6th, Sir John Simon gave 
us a special co1nference to· enablG 1.1s 

to le·ave for home next day. 1\.t thi~ 

final conference he approved of tl1is 
Colony's case for excl1ange witi1 tl1c. 
Canadians. who were to hand us thP.jr 
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case _ n return. This exchange \Ya.s to 
take place o,n December 31st, but the 
Canadians were 11ot ready then, a11d 
are not ready yet., though we ha.ve 
lately had assu~ances that they \vjll 
make the e.xchange in Octobe,r. After 
that the prep,aration of a co·unte1-
case has to be undertaken. This, it is 
hoped, will not take longer than a IA~' 
mo·nths, and the11 the matter 'Nill b~~ 

ready for trial. It will, I pres,urne, 
be submitted to· the Privy Council at 
the first session of that body after 
that exchange : s made. 

I do not make this explan1atio11 as 
an apology because I do not feel that I 
have a,nything to apo:logize for. In 
my work on this case I have give11 
the best that is in me, .and I do 11r-t 
think that any fair-minded person will 
cla.im th:at I have been guilty t)f a11y 
"grafting" or "profiteering" in rega.rd 
to it. 

HON. MR. GIBBS in mo.ving tli~e sec
o,nd reading of Bill entitled "An Act 
to amend Chapter 3 of II Georf'"e \T. ~ 

entitled "An Act to Authorize the Mo·n
treal Trust c ·ompany to, do l:>u3incss 
:n the Colony o,f Newfound1ann/! s~id 
that the o·bject of the proposed a.mend
men t w·as to give to the Montreal 
Trust Company the same po,vrers as 
those exercised by the Eastern Trust 
c ·ompany. The Bill was then read a 
second time and or·dered to be refer
red to .a Committee of the Whole 
House _ on to1-morrow. 

The House. then went into Co1n1nit
tee of the Who,le o·n Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend Chapter 86 of the Con-
solidated Statutes (Third Series), en
titled 'Of Stipendiary Mag·str~1tes 

and Justices o,f the Pea.ce,' Ho,n. Mr. 
~ 

Milley in the Cltair. Hon. Mr. Morine 
briefly pointed out tha.t the ·Object 
o.f th'is Bill was, to have Stipendiary 
Magistrates and Just · ces of tl1e 
Peace jurisdiction over the wl1ole 
Island, the nece.ssity for which 11a(l 
at an ·e,arly date been submitted to, the 
Hon. Members. 

The Bill w,as p:a,ssed without an 
ame,ndment and o·n motion w·as read 
a thir'd - tim.e, passed and o,rdered to 
be sent to the House of Asse·mbly w:ith 
the mes,sa,ge th,at this House had pa,8,8 _ 

ed Srame witho.ut a.n ame,ndment 
• 

A message was th.en reia.d that, the 
Hou,se of Assen1b:Iy had P'a,ssed the 
follo-wing Bills entitle1d :-

(1) An Act fo,r ·the Encouragement 
of Ship1bu1ilding. 

(2) An Act concerning p1ayme1nt of 
certain fe1es and cha,rge,s· by stamp,s. 

<3) An Act to furthe,r a ,nd pr·otect 
the Ac:tivities of the B.oy Scout As
sociation. 

( 4) An Act to confirm an agree
ment with Nfld. Milling Company. 

( 5) An Act res,pecting a Derp,art
men t of Public Printing a.nd Station
ery, .etc. 

(6) An Act to ame1nd 12 and 13 
George. V. Ch,apter 20-War Pensions. 

(7) An Act to amend Ga.me and In
land Fish.e·ries Act, in. which the cun
currence orf the L,egislative Co1unc.il is 
requested. 

FION. MR. MORINE , moved that all 
these Bills be1 r-e.ad (a first time, and 
exce·pting N o·s. 4 and 5, df it were the 
ple.asure of the House a second time 
also ,a,s the·Y involved no ne·w prin..:. 
ciples ,and by doing so it would ·exped
ite m-atters. 

The Bil:ls were r·ea,d a fir.st an·d se1c
cnd time. 

HON. MR. MORINE the·n sa:id that 
f:he Bill re,fe,rr'~ng to th.e Milling Com
p;any was more ,imp·ortant, and the 
member,s O·f the House- m.ay prefer 
hav·ing it stand o;ver. He, stated that 
the Co1mpany asked f 0 1r the privile,ge 
of being the only one t.01 ere-ct a flour 
111ill fo.r a period of tw.en ty years. In 
return it wo1uld e,rect ,a large mill in
vo1lviing consider,able· capital. The 
Comp,any also asked th,at the gra'i1n 
imported by them be- on a b,a.sis pro
tecting their fio,ur' 25 cents per bar
rel. There are other' provi.sio,ns of the 
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us·ual type 1as to· bringing- in machin- 
e:r}-, . etc. 

· An argument in favour . of the Flour 
Mill outside of the large amount of 
labour which it ·will afford our men, is 
the benefit this country will derive 
fron1 the many bi-·products in the form 
of feeds for cattle and poultry which 
we would ' otherwise have ' to i:;pecially 
import. · Grain can be loaded. at the 
he'ad of the lakes and imported much 
cheaper than under -the form of fl.our. 

The only serio'Qs point. of obje,ction 
that one could find in the Bill is in 

. . 
the sectipn regarding the Company's 
monopoly for a period of 20 years. 
But it is evident that if a · co1npany 
puts up a good mill, properly equip
ped, it is not likely that ·any other 
concern would start in opposition. As 
far as the provision for a protection · 
of 25 cents a barrel is concerned it 
is really very insignificant when we 
consider the advantages to the coun-

. . 
try in possessing such a mill. The 
Bill as it now stands has been slight
ly· amended from the form which it 
held under the previous Government. 

. -

The · Bill was read a second time and 
ordered committed on to-morrow. 

Ho·n. A. B. Morine said with refer
ence to the P;rinting and Stationery 
Depa.rtment Bill that he would briefly 
outline the main principles of the Act. 
It was the Government's intlention to 
appoint an official in tl1e Colonial 
Secretary's Department who would 
have the control of all printing and 
the purchase of ·stationery for all De
partments. This man fs to be one with 
a practical experience of about ten 
years and is to be kn-own as the. King's 
Printer. In some qua.rters it was 
said that· this would necessarily en
tail much expenditure, · and the ap
pointment of a large staff, but in real
ity the only person needed outside the 
the · official himself would be a com
petent stenographer: Then again, as 
this department would be connected 
with the Colonial Secretary's D_epart-

ment, the aid of the officials there 
could lbe utilized when necessa.ry. The 
\v_ork at first will no doubt be some-
what arduous, but when · things be- -
come standardized it will ·not be so 
hard. A competent man is to be had 
for $2,600 and although no one has 
been definitely decided on ep.quiry has 

- ' 

led to one who could no doubt com'"'. 
pete11tly fill the po·sition. A steno- . 
grapher can be obtained .at $900.00 a. 
year so that the expenditure all told 
will be about $3,500 a year. 

Stationery will be stored in the var
iou1s dep:a.rtments as it is· now but will 
be under the, key~ of the King's -Prin
ter and not the Department o·ffic.ials. 
At the pre·sent time each Departme11t 
ha.s the ca.re of ordering its own 
printing and as it is bought ~n small 
lots and not O·rdered by experie11ced 
printers, the cost is very gr·e·at. A 
printer ma.y come into any depart
ment and request that he be given . 
some work to de and in all pro·ba.biJ
ity his. r·e·quest is acceded to. · Th ·s 
kind of thing will be done· away with · 
and the var'io·us cla.sses of printing 
for · the differ·ent departments c;an · be 
calculated for the exact year's re-
quirements·. The p·rinting of the 
Statutes and the Statist·cal Boo·ks 0f 
the Legislature have for m:any ~·ears 
been done separately by political sup
porters and no attemut whatsoever 
has been made by competing bidn to · 
find the lowest cost available. · 

When commenting on the Bill in the · 
Lower House the argument used was 
o.f this nature "You can show us what 
the cost of printing will -be but you 
cannot show what the savings will · 
be." How could you. But he was of 
the opinion that a Bill putting all the 
printing w·ork under one experienced 
man was bound to result in saving. 
If, as one had suggested, all the work 
be put to tender and contract, what 
would happen? The Government would 
ask. for tenders but who was there in 
the I)epartments concerned _ competent 
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to say if the price wer-e low enough. 
A track will be kept of the various de
palftm.ents by the King's Printer, bill
ing each department separately and he 
in tur.n will tender for the lowest or
de-:vs.- and the Departments will apply 
to him. 

Last year the printing bill, although 
in his opinion it was by no means the 
largest, was:-

Printing . . . . . . . . . . . . $71, 7 48 
Stationery . . . . . . . . . . 24,207 

gj:viag an expenditure o·f over $96,000. 
Then also there are the special 
ch-arges fo-r elections and the census 
which amounted to $36,000. 

As one -with a large experience of 
printing. Sir P. T. McGrath said that 
it would no doubt result in a large · 
saving of money if carried out in the 
spirit in which it was introduced. This 
was not the firs·t time that such an 
experiment was tried, as in 1917 a 
purchasing agent was appointed, but 
the system didn't last long. It was hfs 
firm hope· that this would be of longer 
duration. Three or four years ago the 
census was taken and ever since this 
time people are being steadily paid in 
. connection with work for same, and he 
had no doubt tut this would probably 
go on until the time comes for a new 
census. A great saving could be made 
here and also in connection with tl1e 
Hansard, which he heard was pu.blish
ed last year tut which up to the pre
sent he hadn't seen. 

He also expressed regret at the 
manner in vvhich the reporting of de-
1:1ates was carried on. It had t~ een the 
intention of the Government at the 
opening or the season to have an Of
ficial Synopsis made each day, for if 
the debates are to be of any value to 
the people they should be published 
the next day, and he was sorry this 
was not continued. When the Hansard 
was introduced in 1909 it was based 
on a principle then in vogue in Nova 
Scotia. There were two papers in Hali-

fax supporting different political par
ties, and they had an arrangement by 
which each paper would publish so 
much of the debates-.for each da:y. Sir 
Edward Morris had endeavoured to get 
the Daily News and Evening Herald 
to come to a11 agreement similar to 
this · in 1909 and as the type was set it 
was put aside for the publication of 
the Hansard, but th.e first thing. he 
found was that he had to meet the op
position of the Printer's Union. He 
thought the debates should be publish
ed next day in the form of an intel
ligent condensation and was therefore 
strongly in favour of the Official Sy
nopsis, which given competent people 
to do it was very satisfactory. The 
position now was that the papers give 
at their own expense a synopsis and 
the Hansard is not published until af
ter the House closes. The Bill was 
read a second time and ordered com
mitted on to-morrow. 

House then adjourned 
d.ay next at 4 o'clock. 

until Thurs-
• 

THUSDA Y, July 31, 1924. 
House met pursuant to adjourn-

• 
ment~ 

• 
HON. M. P. GIBBS1 moved_ the House 

into Committee on Bill entitled "An 
Act to amend Chapter 3. _of 11, George 
V., entitled 'Ail Act to authorize the 
Montreal Trust Company to do -·busi
ness in the Colony of Newfoundland.'" 

• 
HON. A. B. MORINE wished before 

proceeding any ·further to draw the 
attention of the House to the manner 
in which this Bill was being proceed
ed with. All private Bills should be in
troduced by petition, notice in the 
Royal Gazette, and in addition certain 
fees paid, which, however, the Com
pa.ny were prepared to do. N everthe
less the proceedings were in violation 
of the strict rules of the House, but 
as the Bill was not of a very import
ant character, and if all members 
were satisfied it might be proceeded 
witl1. But in future it should be in-
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sisted ·.that all Bill be introduced in in the Chair. The Committee rose and 
_th~ proper manner. 

SIR P. T. McGRATH held that a 
Bill could not be introduced twice in 
the same session, and although th~y 
would not be strictly following rules 
he thought that in this case formality 
might be waived and the Bill proceed
ed with. If this was done a record 
should be made of the matter on the 
3" ournals of the ·House for future re
f eren-ce. It is the usual custom to first 
introduce a Bill of this kind in the 
Lower House, but as it really involves 
no new principle it might be as well 
to waive the point and with the un
animous consent of all the members 

... 
to proceed with it. 

HON. W. J. ELLIS was of the opin
ion that the B'ill was a very fair one, 
and it was ·only just that the Company 

i 

referred to should e.njoy the same priv-
ileges as ma-ny others at the present 
time. But the House should ·be most 
careful in proceeding not to give the 
Lower .Hou-se any cause for reflection 
upo_n the manner in which it had been 
proceeded with. He thought the mem.;. 
• 

bers should have raised their objec-
tions when the Bill was first intro
duced. 

HON. M. P. GIBBS Wished to point 
out that many Bills of a similar na
tu·re to the one under discussion had 
been introduced in this manner. For 
i-nstance the Gander Bill and the Hum
ber Bill. It is quite true the rule has 
not been clearly adhered to, but this 
was ·not the first time it had been 
done. In future he thought it would 
be well if Bills were introduced in a 

,. 

strictly proper manner. 

SIR P. T. McGRATH did not quite 
agree with the- opinion expressed by 
Mr. GilibS that the Humber was a pri
vate Bill. Perhaps on a very strict in
terpretatio;n it might be so construed, 
but not wholly so. 

The House went into Committee of 
the Whole _on the Bill, Hon . . Mr. Ellis 

reported Bill without amen·dment, and 
it was ordered to be read a third time 
on to-morrow. 

Bills re amendment of Act for the 
encouragement of Shipbuilding, Of 
Payment of Certain Fees and ·Chai:ges 
by Stamps, a.nd Boy Scouts Associa
tion Encouragement passed through 
Committee stage without a.mendment 
anµ were -ordered to be read ·a third 
time on to-morrow. 

Committee stage of Newfoundland 
Milling Company Agreement Bill was 
deferred until to-morrow. 

In submitting the Printing and Sta
tionery Bill to Committee the leader 
of the Government, Hon. Mr. Morine, 
said the gist of the Act is contained 
in Section 3, in the words: "The Gov
ernor-in-C-ouncil may, by commission, 
under the Great Seal, a:ppoint an of
ficer, who shall be called the King's 
Printer." The remainder of the Act is 
largely suppleme.ntary and assisting, 
while the outstanding Sections are 
Nos. 7 and 10 which read: ''All pur
chases and a:ll printing made or done 
under the control of the King's Print
er, shall be made or done upon re
quisition approved by the 'Mi·nister, 
and as far as may be convenient in ac
cordance with co'ntracts entered into 
with the Minister's approval after the 
tenders have been called for. Wherever 
possible all printing under the control 
of the King's Printer shall be done in 
Newfoundland.'' "The King's Printer 
shall cause to be printed and publish
ed under his superintence, the statutes 
and official gazette, which shall be 
known as the Newfoundland Gazette, 
and all such official and departmental 
and other reports, forms, documents, 
commissions, and other papers as he 
is required to cause to be printed and 
published ·by or under the authority of 
the Governor-in-Council; whatever is 
printed under his superintendence, by 
authority ,of this Act, shall be held to 
be printed by him." The reason for 

• 
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·the change is that the right to the 

·name of Royal Gazette, which is an

cient and perhaps of late inappro

priate, was possessed by the late Mr. 
Withers, and later by those who pur
chased it. The Newfoundland Gazette 
is to be printed like everything else 
under contract and tender. The King's 
Printer will reeeive all fees that are 
now payable to the' publishers for no
tices, etc., and will turn them into the 
consolidated revenue of the Colony. 
Ever.ybody knew that the prices of ad
vertising in the Royal Gazette had al
ways been excessive as compared with 
the other newspapers, and he imagin-

·- . . 
ed. it had always been a remunerative 
proposition, and th·ought it could be so 
under the Government. With regard to • 

the supply of Sationery, the different 
Departments will each year submit to 
the King's Printer the required amount 
for the following year. The cost of the 
total for tl1~ different departments will 
.be placed in the Estimates and. a regu
lar supply 'vill be distril:;uted to all 
the Departm~nts. The cost of and the 
amount used by each Department will 
be checked up, a regular audit mad.e 
.and the cost to each Department will 
be easily arrived at. He had made fur
ther inquiries . since last meeting and 
find it will be quite easy to procure a 
competent man at a $2500 salary and 
he anticipated, providing the Act was 
faithfully carred out, a saving from 
$30,000 to $35,000 yearly. 

. HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH said he 
would like · to reinforce what Hon. Mr. 
Morine had said. He has no reason to 
doub"t that the "Newfoundland Gaz
ette,'' properly conducted, should pay 
its way · and the salary of the King's 
Printer. The cost of tl1e production 
should n'ot be great, it being a small 
weekly paper, and with advertising 
and circulation judiciously attended to .. 

should be a paying venture. The pro-
posed practice, he said, was in line 
with what was happening on both 
sides of the water. In England the Gov-

ernment had its stationery department 
which was profitably carried on by the 
State and the same applied in the 

• 

Canadian provinces, with one or two 
exceptions. The principle ad9pted in 
England was for the Government ~ta.

tionery Department to put . work out 
. ' 

on tender and where Blue Books, im-
, 

p-ortant reports ·of Commissions, etc,., 
several of which he exhibited in the 
House, were concerned, they we~e. sold 
by the Department tl1rougl1 re_g_ul_ar 
news dealers. That printing profiteers . 
existed outside . N ewfoundl~nd Sir , 

Patrick showed conclusively in re-
ferring to an English concern wl10 . 
held a contract for printing stamps. 
This co11cern was not · o:riiy able to 
make· a large profit for its share
l1olders, but was able to contribute 
t''""enty thousand po·unds yearly to its 
rivals to keep aloof from tendering. 
Sir Patrick without ·· desiring in any 
vva.y to off er unfair· criticism as to 
Government' printing of past years, 
took · occasion to refer briefly to the 
system of printing tl1e Hansard. That 
for 1923 he 11ad · seen for the first 
ti1ne in the Library tl1is afterno,on. He 
could not see the value of them, a~ 

nobody read tl1em, yet they represent
ed an outlay of tl1ousands of dollars~ 
He produced the . Journal for 1922, 
which. was the last he had se·en_ until 
tl1is afternoon, when l1e . h~d found 
that for 1923 in the Library, but wl1ich 
had not been sent to him, nor, he 
supposed, to anyone else. He pointed 
out that the Estimates were not in
cluded at all. If it were to _ be of any 
value it should contain tl1at, and a~so 
tl1e Budget Speecl1, to sl1ow tl1e .. fil\
ancial standing of the Colony. But it 
did contain a long lunacy report by 
our friend Dr. l\ilosdell, an excellent 
report no doubt, but it sl1ould not be 
in the · Journal. Some of tl1e volumes 
contained the one speecl1 twelve· times 
over, wl1ile imp.ortant matters 'vere 
only briefly referred to. One contain
ed a report in detail of tl1e Agrict1l
tural Department as to tlle nl_lmber 
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of cattle. pigs, barrels of potatoes, etc. 
but · as · so mucl1 money 11ad been given 
out in that Department, it was prob
ably thought proper to spend a little 
in this particular way. He. consider
ed the compiling showed great lack of 
judg"": Pnt. In Ottawa a pe.rsonal friend 
o'f 11is named Cook, with the assist
ance of three deputy 11eads and known 
as the Editorial Board, got together a 
few years ago and got down to the 
proper compass of compiling by cut
ting out any unnecessary detail and 

- ' 
there efforts were rewarded by a sav-
ing of $1,000,000 yearly. He did not 
tl1in;k we could get down to a propor
tionate· saving here, but he looke,d for
ward to good results. While listening 
to the discussion of the Bill in the 
Lower House, he was surprised to see 
some. of the· members look upon it 
and expre·ss themselves that it was 
expe.rimental. Every Bill is experi
n1ental and nothing can be attained 
without experiment. He was sorry 
tl1at the Lower House 11ad gone back 
to tl1e old system of reporting d.ebates. 
He preferred a digest from day to 
day, but appare.ntly the pressure from 
botl1 sides of the House was so great 
that it had to be abandoned so tl1at 
tl1ere will be no saving at all. With 
regard to the Legislative printing, and 
speaking from experience, he believe·d 
a very considerable saving would be 
effected if the principles of the, Bill 
were carried into effect. The Gov
ernment could withstand tlie pressure 

· from party supporters 'vho tl1ink the·y 
have a claim. The difficulty in the 
past was that Government printing 
was given to offices where other work 
was done, with the result that Gov
ernment printing was held over to the 
last, customs returns, etc., at times 
being months behind in delivery, and 
all the offices he said, were offenders 
in this case·. With regard to filling the 
position of King's Printer he believed 
it was an easy matter to get a com
petent man or men, and felt sure that 
the r~µIts 9f tl.1.e fir.st .Year would 

justify tl1e· introduction of the meas
ure before the House. 

HON. MR. GIBBS suggested that the 
word "pleasure" in Section 3 of the 
Bill be crossed out, and the words 
"good behaviour" submitted. He 
stated that he supported tl1e principles 
of tl1e Bill, and felt assured that the 
House would co-operate in the e.ffect
i11g of economies. 

HON. MR. MORINE, in replying to 
Hon. Mr. Gibbs, said that the Gov
ernment was not .disposed to accept 
his suggestion. He added that the 
person who should be. appointed may 
pf-ove incompetent or become infirm 
and because of the wording suggest
ed could not be removed from office. 
This, Mr. Morine felt, would not com
mend itself to the· Lower House, and 
wished the words "who shall hold 
office during pleasure" to remain un
altered. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH moved 
as an amendment to Section 4 that the 
words "for 10 years or upwards" be 
added. He. thought it would assist 
the Government in securing a com
petent person . 

. HON. MR. MORINE moved as an 
amendment to Section 9, that the 
word "Legislature" be substituted for 
tl1e word "Parliament." The Com
mittee then rose and reported having 
passed the Bill witl1 some amend
ments. Report was received and 
adopted and the Bill ordered to be 
read a third time on to-morrow. 

The Committee on Bill entitled "An 
Act to amend 12 and 13, George V., 
Chapter 20, entitled, 'An Act respect
ing War Pensions, " ·was deferred. 

The House next went into Com-
1nittee of tl1e whole on Bill entitled 
"An Act Respecting the Game and 
Island Fisheries Board." Hon. Mr. 
Murphy in the chair. 

HON. MR. MORINE said that the ob
ject 'vas to consolidate the Beaver 
Acts and the various Game Acts. The 



18 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

Act, he added, had been prepared un
der the direction of the late Govern
ment by Mr. Harry Winter, and was 
correct in form., No ne·w principles 
were introduced but the Act as it now 
stood was clearer and consolidated. 
The Committ .. reported the Bill with 
some amendment, and it was ordered 
tc be1 read a third time to-morrow. 

House adjourned until 4 o'clock to
morrow afternoon. 

FRIDAY, August 1, 1924. 
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to 

adjournment. 

HON. MR. MORINE tabled re.port of 
the Comptroller and Auditor General 
for Revenue and Appropriations Ac
counts for period ending June 30th, 
1923. Report of C. and A.G. on Section 
33 of Audit Act up to February 28, 
1924 and Supplementary Report on 
same to date. 

On motion the follo.wing Bills were 
read a third time and passed, namely: 

1. Bill entitled "An Act to amend 
Chapter 3 of 11 George V., entitled 
'An Act to authorize the. Montreal 
Trust Company to do business in the 
Colony of Newfoundland.' '' 

2. Bill entitled "An Act to amend 
14 Georve V., . Chapter 7., entitled, 'An 
Act for the Encouragement of Ship
building.' '' 

3. Bill entitled, "An Act to amend 
Chapter 24 of the Consolidater Sta
tutes (Third Series), . entitled 'Of pay
me·nt of certain fees and charges by 
stamps.'" 

4. Bill entitled "An Act to further 
and protect the Activities and Inter
ests of the Boy Scouts Association in 
the Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies." 

5. Bill entitled, "An Act re·specting 
the Department of Public Pr'inting 
and Stationery." 

6. Bill entitled "An Act respecting 
the Game and Inland Fisheries 
Board." 

The House the.n we·nt into Commit
tee . of the Whole on Bill entitled "An 
Act to confirm an agreement with the 
Newfoundland Milling Company, Lim
ited." Hon. Mr. Milley in the c~hair. 

HON. MR. ELLIS asked if the place 
where the mill is to be erected was 
decided upon. 

HON. MR. MORINE replied that a 
site was under consideration on the 
Southside of St. John's, and it was 
u11derstood the mill would be erected 
there. The Committee reported the 
l)ill with · slight amendment and with 
the· unanimous consent of the House 

. . 
it was then read a third time and 
passed. 

House went into Committee on the 
War Pensions Bill. Hon. Sir M. G. 
Winter in the chair. 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH in 
reference to section one·, increasing 
the number of the. commission from 
two to three, said that in 1920 when 
the number had been reduced he· had 
strongly opposed the changing of the 
number from three to two. This he 
did on the grounds that at times one 
or other of the members would be 
absent from the country and some
times both of them. On one occasion 
when this happened temporary ap
pointme11ts had been made, and con
siderable e·xpense incurred which 
would have been avoided had the 
number· not be.en reduced. Sir Pat
rick asked if the members were· to 
serve gratuitously and was assured 
by Hon. Mr. Morine that that was 
tl1e case. He pre~umed one of the. 
new appointments was at the sugges
tion of the G.W.V.A., and asked if 
aµything was being done to bring the 
Pensions Act into conformity with 
the suggestions of that body at their 
recent convention. He was particu
larly interested in this Bill because he 
had ha.d several years experience. on 
he Board, and had been instrumen
tal in introducing legislation as re-

• 

• 
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gards this Pension Board. Sir Pat

rick said that a good many hard cases 

hard resulted from disagreement be
tween the Pensions Commissioners 
and returned men as to the claim of 
the latter for pensions and as to their 
disabilities by which there were dis
putes regarding whether they were 
due to war service or aggravate·d by 
w~r service or preceded war service. 
He thought that while the Pensions 
Commissioners were doing their best 
to act generously, yet they suffered 
from the fact that the Pensions Act 
limited their powers, and he thought 
the Act required more elasticity, and 
in particular with men suffering from 
tuberculosis. A good idea would be 
to do as has been done in Canada that 
is appoint a legislative committee to 
go fully into the whole matter, and 
give sympathetic consideration to the 
many hard cases that exist. Every 
'\-Veek he has received requests from 
men for assistance from the Patriotic 
Association with which he had also 
been connected, and some provision 
\v·ould have to be made immediately to 
look after their wants. Another ques
tion that ari~es is as to the Sudbury 
Hospital. He called attention to the 
resolution of the G.W.V.A. Con
ference passed as a result of reports 
by three separate committees of that 
body wl1ich had investigated condi
tions existing there.. Despite the re
port of the Commitee, however, in
di.cting the members of the staff all 

. ' 
from the Superintendent down have 
rece·ived an increase in salary. 
Though not contending they were not 
entitled to it, he thought it an anom
aly when all we·re under a cloud as 
they were. 

HON. A. B. MORINE begged to be 
allowed to make a few remarks re -
garding some of the statements made 
by the previous speaker. The increase 
of salaries at Sudbury Hospital refer
red to was because this Government 
had put civil servants on the salary 

basis they had previously e·njoyed be
fore the cut last year. It is the Gov
ernment's intention to revise bad con
d.itions, when found exisiiig, and al
ready they have appointed a Commit
tee originally consisting of three 
members, but now of two, both mem
bers of the Executive. One of the 
original me:mbers has been dropped 
be ca use as this commission was to re: 
port to the Government and he was 
not a member of the Government it 
w·as thought unnecessary. Added to 
this was the fact that it had been 
claimed in some quarters that he was 
one of the original accusers so it was 
tl1ought best to proceed with the other 
two. The idea of the a.ppointment of 
a . . Joint Committee of both Houses to 
enquire into War Pensions conditions 
v1as one he did not favor as 1Jeing an 
evasion. by an Executive of its duties. 
Such inquiry ought to be by the Ex
ecutive itself and if that proposal re
vealed necessity for inquiry into the 
Pensions Act it would be undertaken 
by· the Government. With regard to 
the last speaker's remarks re hard
ships existing in some cases in the 
matter of claims for pensions, he felt 
the Governme11t and Legislature would 
be disposed to give the most liberal 
treatme·nt to all who went to the war 

' 
and would look favorably upon unfit 
n1en who did their bit, because they 
encouraged others to go and helped in 
a great many ways b}· doing work 
that released a strong man for harder 
service elsewhere. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH. With 
regard to the appointment of a Legis
lative Commission he did not agree 
with Hon. Mr. Morine, that such an 
appointment was merely the evasion 
of Government responsibility. In the 
case of the Loggers Bill in the Lower 
House it was referred to a Legislative 
Committee, and it was not proposed 
that the Government was shirking or 
evading responsibiliy. 

HON. MR. MORINE said this was a 
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different matter altogether. Tl1e one 
was dealing witl1 public moneys while 
the loggers' bill was dealing witl1 
rnoney of a private concern. 

Referring to section 2 of the Act 
Mr. Morine stated it referred to bon
uses which were granted two or three. 
years ago for one year only, but were 
coninued to be paid ever since, and 
would be up to June 30, 1925, and 
probably thereafter. Tl1ese bonuses 
'vhicl1 were after the Canadian system 
were being paid illegally, and the 
amendment was to legalize the pay-

. I 1-r' ments. , : : ·:r~ i 
, j I ~~ ~ 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH 
said the same thing occurred in Can
ada which resulted in a conflict be
tween the two branches of the Legis
lature. The pensions were increased 
50 per cent. and paid from year to 
year. Last year · at Ottawa the Legis
lature decided to make tl1e bonus per
manent, but the Senate objected and 
tl1ougl1t two years more · sufficient 
wl1en tl1e bonuses should be dropped. 
Tl1ere was no reason wl1y we sl1ould • 

not adopt the Canadian system, and 
i f tl1e Canadians reduced bonuses we 
vvould probably do the same, but we 
sl1ould not do so u11til careful inves
tigation was made on all sides. 

The Committee reported the bill 
'vitl1out amendment and witl1 the con
sent of the House it was read a third 
time and passed. 

Tl1e House . then adjourned until 
Tuesday next at 4 p.m. 

---
TUESDAY, Aug. 5th, 1924. 

House meit at 3.30 p.m. pur·suant to 
adjournment. 

Hon. President read me.ssa.ge fron1 
the House of Assembly announcing 
the passage by that body o.f the Coun
cil''s .a.mendment to the Game· and Is
land Fishery Bo·ard Bill. 

Also message accompanying Bill 
respecting Salaries of Civil Servants 
requesting tl1e. Counc.il's concurrence 
.there·in. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Morine said 
bill w1as rerad a first time, and with 
the unanimous co·nsent of the Ho·use 
a second time. 

HON. MR. MORINE stated the bill 
1s for the purpose of re·pea.Iing the 
Statute· which subjecterd tl1e salaries 
of Civil Servants to a certain per
centage of reduction. 

The Government had found that 
tl1rough evasions of the Audit Act 
attempts ha·d be·en made from time 
to time to supplemen·t the· saJarie1s of 
certain serva.nts. Tl1'i1s h.ad led others 
to clamour and the. result l1ad been 
incre·ases by bonuses and overtime 
and other illegalirtie.s. The salaries 

' had now been p·ut on the former ba.sis 
and will be left at the1 amo·unts r.ated 
by the Legislature: with i10 additiio·ns 
\Vhatever-. 

SIR P. T. McGRATH was of the 
opinion that a step further could be 
made .and the salaries standarized. He 
said it was a public .scandal tl1at while 
a cut 1:Ln the salaries of the· Civil Ser
v.ants was under conside,ration, an 'in
crease had bee.n made in the· salaries 
of Government official,$" connected 
\Vith :the Railway and Dry Dock, i11 

son1e cases the incre1as·e making the 
salar1:Les equivalent to that received 
by the Chief Justice. 

MON. MR. MORINE said that the 
inore he saw of the' Public Service the 
more he was as·tounded at the 1oose-
11ess which h.ad cr·ept in on every 
side. He said as late as 1919 a Com
mittee :a.ppointe·d to enqu1i1re into tl1is 
department had made a rather exten
sive rep·ort, but. northing ha·d bee'n 
done. For tl1e past five years, he stat
ed, ma.tters had been growing ste.adily 
worse. He agre1ed th.at a re1medy was 
needed at once, but just l1ow i:t co.uld 
be effected was a question. The 
method of p·ayment because of neces
sity in the pa.st was wrong. Salaries, 
11e cont1i1nue1d, sho.uld be graded ac
cording to office held and wo·rk done. 
As .an e·xample of ir·regularitie•s, the 
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salarie·s of s1teno1graphe1rs, Mr. Morine 
stated, might range .anywhere between 
$600.00 and $3,000.00 with ·bonuses and 
p·ickings ,etc., and in the case of m'i,nor 
clerks, 'it ha.ppened that those who 
were doing similar work were re
ceiving entire:Iy differe·n t s.alar1i1es. Mr. 
Morine'.s own opinion w1ith regard to 
this, 11e said, w.as the Civ1tl Serva11ts 
ougqt to be emp·loyed in Classes not 
in Departments. Then a third class 
clerk e·mployed by the Government, 
attached to one depa.rtment, and wl10 
h.ad become fan1ilia.r w'ith tl1e work 
there, or if tl1ere were more work 
in another department, co1uld be· re
n1ov-ed to ·tt. He then cited a case of 
a stenographer who had been en
gaged by a Minister· and· who refused 
to work for a Deputy. That, he 
thought, w.as ' the wrong spirit to 

. . 
J1a,,.e, If emplo·ye·e·s did not feel that 
they were the servants of the Gov-. 
ernmeht and '\Vorking for the· goo·d of 

.. 

the country, otl1ers must be found wh_o 
would ·unde·rtake the work. The·re was 
inucl1 work to be done, Mr. Morine 
continued, and so few workers to do 
it, but he 11oped that son1e method of 
classification wo·uld be, brought about. 
'· He cons·i.de·red tl1e · matter of the 

salaries of the Rail way a.nd Dry Dock 
officials most extr~or.dinary, and 
pr~mised that the matter would be 
carefully gone into ·in a. sho·rt time·. 

HON MR. l\iIURPHY said it was no • 

good overloo·king matters .at th'.i;s 
juncture, but th.at facts must be stared 
in the face. He considered tl1at the 
cou11try was in a desperate state and 
desperate remedies were· nee.de·d if 
the country's finances were1 to· be im
prc,vd. The borrowing o.f money, he 
thought, could not continue· mucl1 
longer. In connec;~:tion with tl1e C·i1vil 
Servic·e he· added, that we could not ' -
affr>rd to be p.articular-we were over- · 
staffed and should reduce·, and tl1e 
overpaid should be cut down. It was, 
lie continued, a difficult ma.tter to 
bring .about the·se changes and would 
make tho1se who unde1rtook to clean 

up very unpopular. A reduction, 11e 
said, must be bro1ught about never
theless, and if men could be· found 
to u11dertake th1ts thankleiss job they 
woulcl have his sympathy and assist
a.nce. 

The Bill w;as re·ad a second - time 
and ordered to come· befo·re· a co·n1mit
tee o.f tl1e whole House· on to-morro·w. 

A message was read from the House 
of Assembly s.tating that they had ap
poi11ted .a committe·e con.sisting of the 
Prime M1tniste1r, Minister of Justice·, 
Minister of Finance, Mr. H'ickm.an, 
Mr. Duff, Mr. Chambers, Mr. Cr·amm, 
Mr. Grimes to deal with the Liquor 
Bill requesting the appointment ·Of a 
similar committee from the Legisla
tive Council to consider jointly the 
said Bill. 

HON. MR. MORINE in reference to 
this Bill, stated that tl1ere were two 
bills before the House of Ass·embly 
---tl1e first was an Act respecting Al
coholic u .quor.s and containing a 
clause r.epealing the Prohibition Act, 
the second aimed at an alte·rnative 
measure viz. to allow alcoholic liquors 
to be used as .a. bev·erage, as well as a 
n1edici,ne, but controlle,d as regards 
amounts, pla,ces and hours. In the 
main provisions are based O·n the 
Quebec Liquor Act but stricte·r and 
better. The Bill P·rovi.des for the 
sale of wine and be.er at meals in 
hotels. A board of Contro·l takiing 
the place of the· Controlle·r, will have 
all jurisdiction of the ;sale of spirits. 
If th.e Bill passes thro.ugh in suggest
ed form branches will also be estab
lished o.u:tside St. John's but only tn 
areas of not less tha.n 5000 people in 
which a majority of the· eilecto.rs re
quest the establishment of such 
bra.nch. And there would be no 
more br·anche·s in any co·nstituency 
th;an th,at constituency had mem
bers of the House of Asse·mbly. Mr. 
Morine explained that 1tn view of the 
lateness of the, ses.sion and the p·er
p·lexities and wideness of o,pinion with 
regard to this question ari,sing tr om 
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this important Bill the House of 
.... t\.ssembly referred it to a. joint select 
committe·e. At the same time a sec
ond bil:l has been intro.d uced amend-
· in·g the· Pr·ohibitio,n Act and p·rop·os
ing that the Controller may issue per
n1its to hotels to serve· wine· and beer 
'vith meals at tables this· provision 
bein.g taken out of the larger bill. 
,.rhe re·aso·n for dealing with hotels in 
this manner he said, as to increase 
the tourist traffic. During p1ast yea.rs 
th·ere ha.d been m.any attempts made 
to get a . first class hotel. Our touri.st 
season is short, and the proposition 
could not be entertaine1d unless wine 
and beer were· sold. The· Government 
thought the Fli1shery Board chie1fly, 
11ave been looking into the question 
of our inland fisheries a.nd the q ues
tio·n ·Of motor roads, and a loan bill 
will like:ly be introduce'd in the Lower 
House 1iin co·nnection with motor 
roads, fish hatcherie:s, hotels and 
other attempts to stimulat.e tourist 
t:rraffic. 

HON. MR. MIL·LEY aske·d if it w·ere 
inten.ded to hire out our salmo·n po·ols 
to. wealthy spo.r:tsmen. 

HON. MR. MORINE replied that the 
rod lice:nse·s wo.uld be increased, but 
that maitter could be considered when 
tt be·came importa.nt. He thought that 
there we·re many r'ivers in the Island 
which would afford ente·rtainment for 
hundreids of to.urists to which we 
seldom resorted. 

It is realized that the first require
ment is .a. good hotel i·n St. John's 
where viisitors may stay prior to mak
ing arr.angements for their trips to 
fishing pl.aces outside. He had been 
t.o·ld by Mr. H. D·. Reid that he had 
be·en assured by a company running 
hotels in Canada and the United 
States that if they could sell wine 
and bee·rs, they would be w:i:lling to 
come down and operate a hotel in 
St ~ John's. Othe.rs have arrived at • 

the same c.onclusion. 

Besides the large or1 p.arent hotel a 

number of .smaller ones built on the 
bu11galo·w ty·pe: would be situate·d at 
suitable· places w·her·e· the tou.rist 
c·ould graduate to the salmon pools 
and other· places of inteir·est. This 
would el'iminate overcrow·ding at the 
1nain ho.tel. Whilst the who·le· idea is 
not yet sharply defined it would 
greatly ad·vance inatters if a bill were 
p1assed at this session of the House 
i)ermitting bee·rs a.nd lt~ght w'ine·s to 
be sold over the· tables at tho·se 
hotels. This is a necessity as an in
ducement to the tourist traffic and the 
hotels must be under the mana.ge
ment o.f experts at their business. 

The successful hotels in Canada and 
the United States a.re ch.ain hotels 
so. that when a gue·st le.a.ve1s one· hotel 
plea.sed he· 1ts sure to p·roceed to a.n
other of the same chain. So', if the 
co.mmittee: · r·e·ports favourably on the 
s·maller bill it will put this proj.ect 

• 

ahead twelv·e months, otherwise w·e 
rnust give up hope of reviving the 
t.ou:rtst tr.affic fo.r anoithe.r year. 

The two bills have been introduc·ed 
into the L1ower House and they have 
requested that a coJ;llmittee o.f the 
Le·gislative Council be formed in co·n
junc.tion w'ith the·m. He therefore 
proposed the appointme·nt of five 
inembers fro·m the Counc1tl to act 
with the Joint · Committee. 

Hon. Pre·s-ident nominated the fol
lowing:-

Hon. Mr. Morine, Hon. Sir Patrick 
McGrath, Hon. Mr. Mille:y, Hon. Mr. 
Elli1s, Hon. Mr. Stee·r. 

The House then .adjourned until 
Frid.ay next at 4 oelock. 

TUESD.i\. Y, Aug. 12, 1924. 

House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to 
adj o·urnm en t. 

HON. MR. lVIORINE moved first 
reading of Bill respecting Sala,r es of 
Civil Servants. 

HON. D. A. RYAN wi1shed to bring 
to the notice of the H.ouse the inco·n-
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venience caused by closing of the 
Postal T·elegraph Offices in tl1e Out
ports. at 6 p.m. During the sumn1er 
months there are more messages sent 
between 7 and 8 o'clo1ck than at any 
other time, and al thougl1 11e 11as re
peatedly br·o·ugl1t the matter before 
tl1ei not ce of i)aist Ministers of Po·sts 
nothing l1a.s so far been done. · He 
hoped Mr. Morine wot1ld take tl1e 
n1atter up 'vith tl1e Government as it 
\Vas of gre·at importance to business 
men all ·o\rer the country. 

SIR. JD. T. lVICGRATH said it '""as 
easy to understand why the Postal 
Telegraphs didn't pay \Vl1en the Go.v
ernment O·ffice'S· closed at 6 p.1n. and 
Anglo Telegraph offices remained 
open until 8. As a whole the Postal 
T'elegraph operators wer-e not a hard 
\Vo·rked b·o·dy, and he understood tl1e 
re~::i.son \Vhy the Government had beer1 
reluGtant to grap·ple with the matter 
was because a strike was · threatened . 
In Canada a sim lar :state o.f a.ffairs 
11a.d arisen a few weeks ago, but the 
Governn1ent quickly disposed of it. 
The Government sl1ould not be ter
ro·rized by thi.s sort of action but 
sl1ould take promp.t action. 

HON. MR. MORINE thanked Hon. 
Mr. R.yan for brir1ging tl1 s n1atter for
ward and aissu_red him tl1at it would 
be instantly consjdered oy the Go·vern
ment. He undertook to sa.y that 11e • 

minunderstood l1is colleague if .before 
to-morr·ow morning tl1e order did not 
go ot1t. Tl1is mig-l1t be a ,rery goorl 

' -
opportunity. as far as a str ke 'v:::i s 
concerned, to rFcluce the staff tl1-at 
was already twice too large. Tl1i1s ser
vice was one that required moving in, 
and it had aJready engaged the atten
tion of the Government. Very drastic 
reforms were necessary and if a 
strike tool{ plac0 it n1ight be a.II tl1e 
better fo·r the Governm'ent. so that 
these dra.st. c refor1ns migl1t be carried 
out. Mr. Morine · asked Mr. Ryan as 
to tl1e period 11e thought the offices 
should be kept open, and was inform-

ed from the first of May to the end of 
the year. 

Ho·use we11t i11to Comn1ittee on the 
Bill, Hon. Mr. Cook, in tl1e cl1air . . 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH 
proposecl giving tl1e House some 
figures to show hovv tl1e cost of tl1e 
Civil Serv1ce had grown w thin tl1e 
past ten years. 

In 1914 the total of Salaries paid tu 
civil . servants was $780,000. · It was 
now $1,800,000, or an increase of over 
one millio·n dollars. Co111ing to tl1e 
Postal Telegraphs' Department we 

I 

find tl1at the salaries paid amou11t to 
$310,000, and n ·the Po·st Ofice De
partment $305,000, or a total of $620,-
000, wl1ile the revenue co·llected only 
a1nounts to $400,000 altogether. 

Tl1e increase in tl1ese t'\vo Denart-
. ' ~ 

n1ents amounts to 320 per cent., wl1ile 
the increase· in the Customs Depart-
111en t for the same period is only 26 
per cent. 

Tl1ef!e :figures, 11e tl1uugl1t, n1ade a 
str0:qg case fo·r a complete revision 
of tl1e civil list and the suoner it was 
done the better it would be "for all. 

HON. MR. MORINE took the pos.i
tion t.l1at in tl1is co·untry these serv'ic
f'S' 11 ad never been looked on as money 
ma.king:, but as public conveniences. 
The rece pt1s and distribution of n1ail 
were not a.n indication tl1at such of
fice was not a. paying institution. Witl1 
regard to the in crease in the salary · 
lis t thjs was another case wl1ere fig
ures lie . . He ventured to say tl1at tl1c 

' ' 

111 Ilion dolla.rs did not represent any 
lJetter pay in vjew of existing · cir-• cumstances than in 1914, as the in- · 
creased cost of livjng n1ust be more 
t~a;n 100 p.c. Tl1e increased cost may 
not sho'v up proportionally, tl1e rea
son wa1s tl1at tl1e indiv dual \Vith 
$fi00 00. a year in 1914 'vas further ad
vanced tl1at the inan to-day receiving 
$1,000.00 a year. · 

' 
HON. D. A. RYAN offered the opin-

ion tba.t not one-third of the Tele-
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graph Offices were self-supporting. 
Ma.ny of these offi.ce.s could be su bsti
tuted by telephone service, and if tl1e 
Government intended to save money 
they could accept 11is suggest on. So 
far as he· had learned, some of the 
people in B.o.navista District went fur
ther than asking for ordinary tele
gra.pl1 communication, they a.sked for 
and were .given Marconi stations. In 
l1is opin o·n the trouble wa.s that too 
much ta.xation was unne·ces,sarily 
placed on the few, an·d old and young 
were being daily driven from the1r 
l1omes to enrich foreigli countries. -

- . 
HON. MR .. GIBBS fully agre·ed with 

Mr. Ryan that telephone service would 
serve in many· places where telegraph 
serv ce is at present being used. To 
transfer from o·ne to the· other, how
ever, was a matter that required ser
ious thought. In his opin:io·n it \Va.s 
practicable to put the whole of Con
ception Bay under telephone service, 
and with 1better results than under 

-, 

telegraph service. He did not, ho·"~· 

ever., agree that because a te·legraph _ 
station was not _ -a paying concern 
that it should be abolished. If it 'vere 
a public utility and only gave benefit 
to a few it served the purp·o·se intend
ed and could not be co-nside,red as a 
loss. 

HON. MR. MORINE agreed with tl1e 
rem.a.rks of Hon. Mr. Gibbs. 
that every telegraph station 

' 

The ·dea 
should 

The 
Read-

pay was. wro·ng in principle. 
benefits secured should co·unt. 
ing o·f the latest marvellous disco·ver
ies of Marconi in relation to· wirele·ss 
communicati~n suggested to h 'm that . . 

at a no late date would there be no 
need for telephones o·r telegraph sys
tems, but instead the r·a.dio 'vould 
take the pla.ce o.f both; science 'vould 
take the place of losses that present 
systems cost.. As a m~tter of fact, or 
as he had read, Marco·ni had, during 
a recent experiment, been clearly 
heard in co·nversation with a friend in 
Wales, while he himself was on a 

ya.cht near Australia, and that not on 
a high powered station but on a light 
powered, so that he has ann·cunced
high powered stations will be done 
a way w th, and the cost of the service 
reduced so·me -90 p.c. In a short while 
he anticip.ated that a man's fiancee in 
America a.nd her love in Asia could · 
converse without the slightest ques
tion as to who was speaking and with 
a.b1solute secrecy as to· their conversa
tion. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH thought 
we would b-e a. good deal older before 
such expectat ons would be · realized. 
More tha.n twenty ye~rs ago he was 
with Marconi at Signal Hill when -- the 
latter received · his first trans-Atl,a.n·tic 
signals·. He met Mr. Marconi a.gain 
last year in London -and heard 
him -discuss his ideas~ He was - not 
quite sure, however, that all said by 
Mr. Marc.oni wo·uld- ·come to pass so 
quickly. It 'vould be just as. well to 
wait a while. 

The Committtee reported - the Bill 
with.out a.mendment, and by unani-

. -

mous consent it went throu·gh the 
th rd rea.ding· and was pasised. 

Hon. President read a . communica-
- ' 

tion from H.. E. the Govern.or grant-
- ' 

ing leav~ of ab_senGe to Ho·n. S. K. 
Bell; also messages from the House 
of Assembly accompanying and re-

- I • 

questing . concurrence . in .the Loan 
Bill, Bill respecting Ta.x on Good1s 
and Bill re Encouragement o.f Agri
culture; also a message- fro·m the As
sembly requesting concurrence in 
amendment to Cot1nc l's , amendment 
on Pr:inting and Stationery B.ill. On 
motion the c ·ouncil agreed 
am.endment. 

to this 
' 

On motio·n of Hon. Mr. Morine and 
with the un.animo·us consent of the 
House the Bill respecting Tax - O·n 

Goods. went th1·ough all -its stages ,and 
was passed w ·thout amendment. 

With the unanimo·US consent of ho·11. 
members the Bill entitled ''An Act to 
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amend the Revenue Act, 1905," wa.s 
read a fir·st and seco11<.l time. 

The House went into· Committee of 
tl1e Whole on this l3jJl. Committee 
rose and repo·rted ha,-ir;p; passed t!1? 
Bill witl1out amendment. The· Bill 

-

wa.s read a. th rd tin1e and passed. 

In moving the fi.rst reading of tl1e 
Bill entitled an Act f0r the Enc<)Uf
agement of Agriculture, Mr. J'loi·ine.· 
state·d that the objPct of the Bi11 'van 
to do away with two atuses-(1) tlte 
appo·intment of a so-ca11ed commis
sion which may have known .. son1t:
thing of e'rerything else, but wh ·ch 
knew nothing whatever about Agri
culture; and . (2) the seed business, 
'vhich had been talr:en out of the 
ha.nds o·f tho·se who c>riginally carrie<l 
on this trade, and tu1"ned over to this 
Dep~~rtment, so that this section of 
the· Dep.a.rtment had been turned into 
a seed shop. The Government, Mr. 
Mor ne continued not w'ishing to 
make two bites of a cherry <1 ecided 
to repeal the wl1ole Act. 

The Bill passed its second reading. 

The House went into Commtitee 
of th_e Whole on this Bill and report
ed having · passed same without an 
amendment . 

The Bill was read a th rd ti111e and 
passed. 

By unan:imous consent the Bill re
specting Certain Expenditure to be 
made under the Loa.n Act of 1923 \Vas 
read a first and second time. 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH 
asked what 11ad been done in co·nnec
tion with the laxity in the public ser
vice as d sclosed by the Hollis Walker 
report. Had any change.s been made, 
and if so, what different procedure 
prevails. 

MR. MORINE in answering said that 
owing to the many things which the 
G.overnment had to deal with, and 
to the Legislature being in sess ·on, it 
had. not been possible to take steps to 
enquire further into matters. The 

Government would much prefer, he 
adde·d having Mr. Hollis Walker to 
undertake the enquiry into several 
departments because of the .satisfac
tory m.anner in which he conducted 
the enquiry a short t . me ago, but Mr. 
Walker considered it unwise to come. 
Enquiries were being pursued, Mr. . 
Morine stated, by the firm of Reid 
So·n and Watson, and many things 
were being _brought to light and a 
great deal of effective work done. He 
was ·Of the o·pinion that the enqu.iry 
into the Dep.artment mentioned should 
not be in the nature of that conducted 
by Mr.' H. Walker or by a co.mmission, 
but ratl1er an enquiry into the system 
by cha.rtered accountants. The en
quiry by Mr. Walker had., by sho·wing ._ 
up much of the lo·osenes.s, sharpened 
everyone, Mr. Morine tho·ught, and he 
bel · e·ved that nothing was being carri
ed on in this department which 'vas 
not strictly regular. 

The Bill went through a.11 stages by 
unanimous cansent and the House ad
journed until Thursday at 4 o'clo·ck. 

THURSDAY, Aug. 14th, 1924. 

House met at 4 P·.nt. p·ursua.nt to ad
journment. 

l\1essage was re·a.d from the Ho.use 
·of Assembly accompanying a Bill re
f.tp·ecting Alcoholic Liquors request
ing concurre·nce therein. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Mo·rine the 
B1i1ll wa.s re·ad a first time and with 
the unanimo1us consent of the House 
he nloved its second reading. 

HON. MR. MORINE':-In his Mani
festo to, the country, at the outset of 
the election campaign which resulted 
jn the return to ,power or the party he 
led, he who is now Prime· Minister in
cluded these wor·ds: 

"But why should the, great expense 
of such a vote be incurred for a man
~1ate to repeal a law a.dmittedly un
po.pular an.a ineffective, and enforce
ment of whic.h has long be·en openly 
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abandoned? Ho·w could the peo,ple 
intelligently and prudently vote· to re
peal a me·asure which n1ight re
place it? No such · cowardly and ex
p·ensive expedient shall be restarted to 
by any Government I sh.all lead If 

• 

empowe·red by your vote·s at this eJec-
tion to act in this matter, a measure 
embodying the repeal of the Pro
hibition Act, and the principles of an 
alternaittve· measure, sh.all be, intro
duced into the Legislature, and be re
fe:rred to a jo,int Committee o,f both 
Houses, before. '\Vl1ich Representative 
p·eople· shall have the1 o.pportunity to 
express their views fully and freeily; 
and I shall hope to, tl1us be e·nabled 
to p·rocure the enact1nent of a satis
factory law upon this important mat
ter." . 

A . ma.ndate· to rep·eal the Proh,tbition 
~~ct, was therefo·re, one clear result 
of the last general election .Fairly con
strued, that mandate was that in place 
of the Prohibition upon the side of al
coholic liquors as a beverage was to be 
enacted .some measure wl1ich sl1ould 
permit legal sale for beverage as well 
as for inedicinal purposes. It is the 
a'i.m of the Government to impleme·nt 
that m.andate a.ccording to its under
standing of its true inte·nt and mean
i'ng or the Bill no1W before you. 

Atte·ntion ma.~ be· drawn to the fact 
tl1at the Manifesto promi.sed that 
when the· alter·native me.asure w·as in
troduced and referred to a joint Sel
ect Committee of both Houses, which 
has been done, an opportunity to ful,Iy 
and freely discuss it would be· offe·r
ed, and that the: progres.s of this Bill 
is mor·e hasty than was indic.aited or 
expected, or than is desirable. T'he 
appotntment of a Commissio,n of In
quiry, soon after the1 ctose of this ses
sion, is still intended, and it is hoped 
that its proceedings will be of v·a1ue 
in tr.am1tng amendments and additions 
to this measure, but upon _earnest 
consideration of existing conditions, 
it was felt that i10· day should be un
necessarily lost in seeking the enact-

ment of a rea.sonably enforce.able law 
' and so end the· carn1tval of law-break-

ing in connection with the· traffic in 
a.lco,holic liquors w·hich commenced 
with the adoption of the Prohibitiion 
Act and has steadily continued and 
swollen to the· present moment, (o the 
konwledge of e·verybody, and with the 
aid or acquiscence of a.uthorities who 
should have enforced the la,w to the· 
best o.f their a·b:tlity. La.w-breaking 
is in itself pernicious, fraught with 
dire consequences to the morale of 
the country, aside· al,together from the 
immediate· effect of the breach o.f the 
broken law, and it ts not too muc.h to 
say that in this Co1lony more· harm is 
being done by disrespect. for all law 
caused by flagran.t breach·es of the 
Prohibition Act than by all the al
coholic liquor consumed in conse
quence of such breaches. J_nd so the 
Government has felt compelled to1 din
troduce this Bill at this session, prom
ising to consider sympathetically all 
that a Commission may report here
after, and to seek at subsequent ses
sions of the Legislature all amend-
111ents that may seem desirable. This, 
I submi:t, Sir, is a much better method 
of proceeding than delay to hear re
presentations to a. Committee wo,uld 
be, for the latte,r is not usually a very 
satisfactory tribunal, and a Commi,s-, 
sion will h.ave power to summon and 
swear w1ttneses who would not care 
to eome before a joint Select Com-
1nittrc. 

REFERENDUllI. 
It will be objected, also, that as the 

Prohibition Act was ado·p1ted by the 
people, by referendum, its repeal 
ought not to ta.ke place except as the 
result of another re·fe·rendum. But 
tl1at devise is only a means of clear
ly ascertaining public op1Lnion, and 
that opinion, we hold, was unmistak
a.bly expressed at the recent general 
election, by frank appeal and unmis
takable response. Some will say, 
other issue·s complic.ated question and 
repl)·, but so d1id other issues at the 

• 
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adopti<?·n ... ~f : Pr.ohibition,._ 'vhen . relig"7 
ious ... and .P:atriotic. emotion, and .. inade
quate .compreJiensi'on o,f all that 
was.'. involved, ;t "nowerfully coritr:tbuted 

. . . 

to . tl1e re·sult. Personally, I enter- . 
' ' . 

tain . little respect for tliev un-Britisl1 
:nethod of transferring ., responsibilitY: 

•. 

for enacting laws . trom 
tive·s to ·the . represe·nted 

representa
themselves, 

by . referendums. These are socialis
tic contrivances, American in appJica
tion, . and contra.ry to the sound co11-
stitutional principle· of r·epresentative . . . . 

goyernment, as B_r~iitons understand it, 
t11at at le·ast for tl1e·ir expert training 
laws· shall . be made .bY chosen re
p·rese·ntatives supposed to be chosen 
for the-ir intelligence, and to some ex
tent lawma.kers. But wl1atever may 
he s:aid in fa.vour o.f referring to· the 
people themselves a me.asure so 
coe.rcive of personal liberty and de-

• 

structive ·of ·individual habits as strict 
Prohibition threatened to be, nothing 
so coge.n:t and logical c·an be said 
about a mea.sure· aimed to restore nor
malcy, to co·nfer liberty of action, and 
to end · a reign of lawlessness a.fter· tl1e 
high endeavor of Prohib1ition · is uni
versally admitted to have largely 
faijled.' A referendum would cost a 
,~ery large· sum of money (perl1aps 
$100,000), and i11 any event would .· 
ca.use grave : dela.y; Th·e , 'Government 
!1ave, the·refore, felt .compelled to pro
ceed -with this mea$Ure. 

I am not sure that a referendum 
would not - result in a majority for 
",Prohibi·tion." ·It wo·uld be, supported 
hy· all .still unconvinced enthusiasts, 
by all moo11shiners and smugglers, 
and not be o·ppo.s·ed by those of the 
'"\vets," who· get now all the. alcoholic 
liquor tl1ey want, and very naturally 
ask·· why they should change a law 
wl1ich doe·s not distress them. Many 
people· wol1ld be too unconcerned to 
go to .the polls. The only voters 
against Prohibition would be tl1ose 
goo·d citizens who deplore the lawless
ness they think i1t has caused, a11d 
who would . hope for _ better conditions 

under a reasonably. gq0d lFt w · regulat
ing , the drink traffic. 

But, Sir, suppose a refe·rendum ~ re~ 
sulted in _ a ma.jor1iity . opposing · the _. re- · 
peal of the. Prohibition · Act. No Gov..: 
ern·ment has enforced -it. No Go·vern
ment w·hich . rigidly enfor,ced it could .· 
be· kep_t . in P,ower. Eff~ctive . enfo·rce~ 

ment along out gr,eJtt coastline, 
bordered by St . . P 1i1erre·, Cape - Breto·n , 
and Quebec, and with the.ir harbo·rs : 
visited by the sl1ips of · many nations ; 
-effective· enfo.rcement, . I . sa.y; is phy- · 
s.icaly impossible.· Better enforce- · 
me11t than heretofore is poss'i1ble. A . 
stro.11ger Act, w'ith "teeth -in . it,'1' as I : 
J1ave · been quoted as saying, is po1s
sible, but in · my considered opinion,- . 
all. opini1on I did not hold when . the ' 
Prohibition Act was passed, _. but is ' 
b.ased o·n . observation of the expe·ri
ence of British North America since 
that time, enforcement of a. r ·eason- , 
ably sat'i1sfactory kind cannot take 
pla,ce, in the very nature of things, 
and it is better to recognize the fact, 
and act acco·rdingly. 

' 
'11H.E PROHIBl'l'IONr ACT A FAIL-

URE. 

As an adv-ocate of laws to aid the 
enforce,ment of temper·a.nce, I never . 
had any sympathy with the argu-

. ment, that interfe·r:ence· with person~· 

al liberty was unjustifia.ble ii fo·r the 
good of the community. And so I 
was a Prohibitionist in principle·, and 
vote·d for and supported the Pro·hibi
ti.on Act, both within and without 
this Legislature. Its most arde1nt 
supporters i11 this Colony have reco.g
nized in me, I think, a strong and 
willing co-worker. It is as a tem
pe·rance man convinced that the at
te1npt to prohib1iit has failed, that I 
support this Act, hoping that it w'ill 
help to terminate· lawlessne.ss, and 
believing that it will not increase 
the consumption of sp1trits, but may 
ca11se the substitution . o·r light wines 
and beer.s, as beverages instead of al
col1olic liquors. ,. ; , .. 
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When I say tl1e attempt to prohil>it 
11as failed, I do not · admit that the 
Prohibition Act l1as been honestly 
tr ed, and afte·r such trial 11a.s failed 
to effect any of the good its advocates 
ho·ped for. It would be mo·re accurate 
to say that we have failed to 11ave 
P 'rohibition; the Prohibition Act has 
not broken down, for no honest at
tempt has ever been ma.de to enforce 
it; it .is the Go·vernments of this Col
ony, since 1915, and the authorit es, 
who have fa.iled to do their duty, who 
have suffered breaches of tl1e law to 
prevail, who have,, in many cases, and 
in high places, aided in such breaches, 
and have calculated on the pr·ofits. 
But to tho·se who will say, "well, give 
the law an honest enforcement b e
fore repealing it,'' I say that t is, hu
manly speaking, impo1ssible to obtain 
a.n ho·nest continuous attempt at en
forcement, and that such an attempt, 
if made·, WQU:ld fail, fo·r facilities for 
smuggling, mo·o·nshin ·ng and bootleg
ging, are so pervasive that "all the 
King·'s horses and all the King's men" 
could not p:rohibit the im.porta~ ~ 

manufacture and sale of alcol1olic 
liquors as beverages in this Colony. 
So let's reco·gn 'ze facts as they are, 
and seek to do the good we can. 

GOOD RESULTS AND BAD RESULTS 

I a.m n·ot ready to admit that no 
good results have come from the Pro·
hibition Act, scandalo·usly as it 11as 
been treated, to set over against the 
undo·ubted evils tl1a.t 11ave flown fro·m 
it. The closing of the lice11sed saloo·n 
is admittedly a good result. N obod:v 
'~ro·rth while wishes the· saloon t0 
turn. Stre·et co·rners: do no·t present 
the re·pugna.nt scenes not uncommon 
·n prewa.r da.ys. D1runken men are 
still seen occasionally upon tl1e 
streets of this city, and their num.ber 
may be increa1s.ing, but tl1ey are so in
frequent as to· challenge a degree of 
attention they would not have receiv
ed in saloon days. Then, too, I am 
hopeful that the closing of the saloon, 

the withdrawal of open invitation. to 
drink, may have good effects : · upon 
tl1e young which by and by may : b·e 
attributed to the Prohibition Act. Tl1is 

" . -; r' . -~ ' . 

I admit is speculative only, ~nd_ over 
against it m 'ly be set the cla ni that 
there may have been inculcated in the 

...... . . ·- •, 

young a disrespect for law more· da1n~ 
aging to them n1orally tl1art any . har11i 
wl1ich could be done tl1em by 
drinking habits. I desire in tl1is 
connection to pay a tr· bute of respect 
to the living and tl1e dead w~o 'ha.ve 
adv·ocated Prol1ibition. 'It is all too 
common to 11ear tl1em called "Fanat-:: 
ics'' a.nd "Hypocrites," but I 'visl1 t<? 
say that the world has reason t<? 
thank God for its · fanatics, and tl1a_t if 

' 

there are hypo·cr.ites n tl1e .ra11ks of 
Pro·hibition, they are not confine·d to 

. -~. ' 

these ranks. Good me11 and _ trll:e, 
self-sa.crificing patriots, sturdy· Chr_is~ 

. . ·- . 

tians, are also to be fo·u,nd in . Proh~Pi::-
. :· . 

tion ranks, laboring for the. .common 
r-ood, and suff.er 11g o·bl.oquy' '.ap.d l_~·s .~ 

. ·• . '. . 

l reast high, for · their . ideals.< Tbey 
may suffer disappointn1ent over . ,,.the 
ref:lults RO far in tl1is cot1p.try. but if 
they will give due regard to the ad~ 
vance of temperance in their .day, the.¥ 
will thank God and take ' renewed 
courage. 

DRAFTING 1-~HE BILL. 

111 drafting tl1e measu~e before yntl. 
regard has been had to the · Liquor 
I .i.cense Act an cl the I-'oc~I Opt on A ct. 
wl1icl1 were la,v . before the Proh.ibit~on 
Act, to the latter .A ct itself. and to t}i e 
Que rec Act Respecting Alcoholi-c 
I .. iquor. Sometl1jng 11a.s been dra,v11 
from eacl1 of t11em, anrl \Vh.ile cri'tic
is1n and t me will re,real mistakes a.Ti.fl 
omissions, it is belie·~,r ed that this Bill 
is fairly comp1ete fr,r its purj)o:se. TlTe 
Alberta Act to proirirle for Govern:... 
ment control and sale of Alc'oholic 
J_iiquors hats been cons dered ·also~ b11t 
has not been follo,ved, in t11e r9SDC\(·t~ 

in whjcl1 it differs :rom the Quel>e~ 
Act, for Government Co·ntrol · is· - ·:a 
principle of the Alberta ~ct~ v11lile 
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Board Control is a principle o·f t11e 
Quebec Act, and the n~~.)asure before 
you is based on Board Control. ~~he11, 

. n tl1e Alberta Act, all regulations 
11ave to be approved by the Go·vernor · 
in-Council, wl1ile under the Quel)ec 
Act, and here, the Board can ma.ke 
regulations regarding its ow·n internal 
economy witl1out interference by tl1e 
Go-vernor-in-Council. In other worllS, 
we have done to tl1e ut1no·st con
stitutionally permissable 1 mit, as it 
were·, to make the Board non-p.arti
san, to free the Government fron1 re
sponsibility fo:- details., and to place 
the Boa.rd in such a position that suc-
cesjs will be its own glor~r, and faJ.lure 
::ts own shame, not tltat cf some otl1er 
body. 

In Alberta, permit:; tu buy have to 
be obtained, for a fee, l)tlt no li1nit is 
placed on the quantity a perso11 witl1 
a permit may buy, while in Ql1ebec. 
no permit ls necessary, but a limit of 
a bottle ·s placed on eacl1 sal0, ir1 

which respect tl1i1s Bill follows a11d 
goes be·yond Quebec, for 11ere a bottle 
a day is the limit. I do not llnder
stand why Albrta has adopted a 
-system of permits witho·ut limiting 
quantities unless it be that sl1e 11as 
who·le classes of people to whom al
cohol · c liquors sl1ottld not be allo,ved,, 
and who could not lle interdicted for 
any safely assignable cause. Under 
this Bill (as "'·ell as, in both Alberta 
a.nd Quebec), persons· may be inter
clicted (or blacklisted) fro·m obtaining 
liquors, up·on dependents. The Alberta 
permit system see1ns to us too much 
like scr-pt system here, and we saw 
no go·od in adopting it. 

SALE OF 1'rINE AND BEERca 

In Alberta, Quebec and under this 
Bjll, the sale of "Spirits' is confined 
to Bo,ard establishments. In Alberta 
tl1e sale of wine is al1so so confined, 
but the sale· o·f Beer by the glass jn 
i ·censed clubs and hotels is permitted. 
while in Quebec wine as well as beer 
can be solcl in these licenised places, 

and beer by the glass can be sold in 
Quebec by the licensed "taverns," so
called, in tow11s or cities, and by the 
bottle in licensed grocery stor·es. . In 
these distinct·ons, National habits 
crop out, the Englishman of Alberta 
jnclining to· Beer and the French of 
Quebec leaning to W.ine. Under th.is 
Bill both wine and beer may be sold 
by the bottle in hotels and grocery 
stores, but tavern1s are not permitte·d, 
nor can that quality of beer which 
comes under this Bill be sold any
vvhere in this Colony by the glass. 
To be under this Bill at all, beer must 
contain three per cent. or upwards by 
volume of alcohol, while in Quebec the 
sale of all beer, and in Alberta all 
beer containing one per cent. or up
''rards, which, practically, is all Beer, 
is under control. The reason for not 
putting the sale of beer with less than 
3 % of alcohol under this Bill is this, 
that there are ma.ny places, especially 

J 

in this city, at which so-called "light 
beer,' often including some mineral 
water in the makeup, and supposed 
not to contain more than two per 
cent. of alcohol, by volume, is sold, 
and it is contendel that this sale has 
tended to decrease the sale of spirits, 
a.nd tl1at inasmuch as it is not intended 
to permit the opening here of ''tav
erns," as in Quebec, for the sale of 
beer by the glass, it is desirable in 
the interest of temperance that no in
terferences shall take pla.ce with the 
sale of such light beers. Of course, 
the vendors will continue to be sub
ject as they are now to penalties for 
selling over-strength beer. I confess 
tl1at personally I should have liked 
that the sale of beer should have 
ccme under the control provided by 
this Bill, and should 11ave been sold 
under permit, even if it involved the 
opening of beer taverns, for this 
would have helped the restrictions of 
shebeens. It may be that later on 
this principle will be adopted. It 
would mean beer in better places. A 
recent report of the Quebec Liquor 
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Commission · says that "during tl1e 
last two years, the sale of wine in 
Quebec has increased six hundred 
per . cent., and the · sale of spirits · pro~ 
portionally decreased." We · hope · a 
similar result will happen l1ere. 

BOARD OF CONTROL. 
. ; 

This Bill provides for a Board of 
Co.ntrol of the .. in1portation, J_nanufac- . 
tt1re ~nd sale of alcoholic liquor. In 
tl1is . respect, it follows and improves 
upon the Prohibition Act, which pro
,rjded for a Controller, and later , for 

,~) . 

ar1 · Advisory Board, which failed to 
functio.n. , The best Act ever passed . 
'\Vould fail if its administrati<)n were 
placed in unwortl1y or inefficie·nt 
l1:;inds, and the .weake$t Act would not . 
wholly fail were its administrators 

• 

"\ivorthy and efficient. The failure of 
our Prohibition Act was due in ore to 
Controllers than to the defects ·of the 
Act itself. And so the Government 
have determined to have a Board com
P.osed of three expe·rienced men of 
high reputation, fitted to command 
the implicit confidence of the people, 
paid salaries large enougl1 to . place 
tt1em above temptation to graft, and 
prohibited from engaging in any otl1er 
occupa.1tions. Wl1en you consider tl1e 
onerous nature of tl1eir work, the im
mense detail involved, tl1e inoney in
vested, the profits expected, a11d aqove 
all, tl1e responsibility upon tl1em of 
wise and honest administration, you 
v1ill not grudge tl1em good pay. Their 
work will be . more onerous and diffi
cult than that of Cabinet Ministers. 
The men have not been finally chosen, 
but . persons have been discussed, and 
when the .names of tl1e Board are pt1b
lished implicit confidence will be felt 
in them. 

SALE OF SPIR.ITS. 
It is a principle of the Bill that all 

8a.les of spirits, for beverage pur
puses, shall be by the Board or its 
Agents, in Board establishments, 
vrhere ·nothing else may be sold. Wine 
arnd J. beer in . bottles may also be sold 

in · the ·same places, ahd · irt ; hotels ' itri"tiI 
Cluts holding the ·. Boa,rd;·s'-' p.e¥rtti~) 
Sale anywhere of wiri·e or beeT! fby tli.ef 
glass is not permitted. ·it· ' 18 . pr:6vid1 

ed tl1at the chief establishment ·· of th~e; 

Board, and two branches~' sliall '. 'b·e ; rut ~· 

St. John's, and that branches m'aY be , 
opened by tl1e · Board in '. areas · havirt'g ·: 
a population of five tl1ou.sand ·. or ' up:.:·, 
vv-ards, a majority · of wl1ose electors ~ 

petition for a branch, which nray b1y·' 
tl1e petition be confined to the ' sale . of . 
spirits alone or of wine· and beer · 
alone. You will notice that in · thes'.e : 
particulars, respect has bee11 paid to :: 
tl1e principle of local option, and also ·· 
to the. argum·ents of tl1ose wl10 .. have 
advo.cated tl1e sale of wines and beers. 
The Bill goes further than tre (lld 
Local Option Act in resp"ecting the 
will of the electorate, for it thrc1ws 
upon tl1ose who desire. a branch ·1tore .· · 
the onus of asking for it, and it gi .. ves 
to a majority the right to say no, 
whe·reas, in Local Option days, . it 'vas 
the friends of temperance who had ; tq,./ 

~· ' ' 

do the uphill work of . prohibiting . or" 
closing licensed saloons. No inoi·e 
brancl1es may be opened in any ~~iec.,. . 

toral district tl1an the number . . of 
n1embers it may elect to tl1e House . o~ 

Assembly. . , .. 

• MEDICINAL ' us·E.· 
' ' ' . 

Provisio'n is made in tl1e 'Bill . for a 
supply of alc.oholic liquor fo 'r ... inedic- . 

' . ·, «, ' ) , • • 

inal use in places where 110 sal~ a.s 
a beverage is permitted. The '-Soard 
has power . to make regulations as ·, (0. 
the keep distribution and. · . saie · ~f -' . ' .. . ' 

liquors for medicine. No scripts \Vil~ 
t •• •: 

be essential, and tl1e su.fferer .,vlio 
... • . ' ., I . 

i1eeds the medicine will get it for · 1t':j ' 

price witl1out a11 added charge for a 
doctor's ·· recipe. · · ": · 

It was an absurdity that under . tll'e: 
Prohibition Act, it was easy to ·. get i· 
both script and liquor · here in St. · 
John's for medicine, · where· : drug 
stores abound, and medicines .... of ·all 
kinds can be got, while · in outports; 
wjthout doctors and without other . 
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m;ed~GlP.J~s, .. there . was ordinarily no 
i ' ' • ! , I I • • ~ . > ' " 

liquor for sale, . and if there had lleen 

1~0 .script to legalize its sale was pro

curable . .. If anywhere in·:' this Colony 

liqti·C:Jr is · necessary or valuable as a 

medicine, it inu'st be in the remote 

places, and while it cannot be stored 

f,qf m~dicine .in every place, it will 

be the duty of the Board (and a diffi

cult task it will be) to provide a 

convenient stock for medicine 

v1idely as may be practicable. 

as 

' . . 
• 

.,. Incidentally, I wish to draw atten-
;.. . ~ 

tJon . to tl1e provisions for prohibiting 
'·, . ' :1 

that kin.d of drug store which has 
. ' . 

sprung up in this city, chiefly for the 
sale of alcoholic liquors. They can 
he,nceforth receive no permit to sell 
alcoholic liquors. 
alcohol or spirits 

" . 

. 
T·hey can 
from , the 

obtain 
Board 

only, for compounding w,ith drugs, 
and . if the compound is drinkable a s 

' '· . ' 

a beverage, the Board may prohibit 
jts . sale. Henceforth, there need be 
no trouble . about tl1e sale of Tanlac 

·. .. . 
Q~ ·: similar preparations, for the Board 
l1as · ample authority under this Bill 
to ." put them out of sale. A druggist 
caught selling prohibited articles can 
be refused alcohol or spirits for his 

' ' 

.trade, and be at the same time sub
Ject . ~o the other penalties provided 
for , the sale of alcoholic liquors. 

' • ''I ' 

SCOPE OF BILL. 
·' ... 

The Bill includes alcohol, spirits 
(brandy, rum, whiskey and gin) 
wine an.d beer contai11ing three per 
cent. and over by volume of alcohol 
under the general title of "Alcol1olic 

' . ' 

1iquor," and provides that alcohol 
and spirits (for beverage purposes) 
. I , 

can be sold in Board establishments 
. ' ·; 

. only, in which ·wine and beer will 
also be for sale. No consumption on 

·; 'i l .. 

B«)a.rd premises is legal. No sale must 
take place therein between six o'clocl{ 
fll. the evening and nine next morning, 
. . . ~· 

or on Saturday afternoon, Sundays, 
i~ ;oli.dnys . or election days. 

. ' 

HOTELS, TOURIST HOTELS .AND . . 
C·LUBS. 

. Hotels, tourist . hotels and clubs 
may be permitted by the Board to 
sell bottled wine and beer, at dining · 

• 

tables, during meals, to travellers 
and members. No permit may be 
given to ct hotel in any town, village 
or settlement not included in an a,rea, 
a majority of whose electors had 
asked for a.- branch establishment of 
the Board to be opened therein. In 
other words, there is to be local op
tion as to sale of wine ·and beers in 
a hotel. But as rega.rds Tourist Ho
tels, so-called, they may be permitted 
anywhere, provided that they may not 
sell to any person ordinaily residing 
within ten miles. The idea is that 
they shall sell only to . those who are 
travellers from abroad, for sport or 
health. This is the definition:-

"The words Tourist Hotel mean 
building provided with special ac
commodation to provtde food and 
lodging for travellers, . and where such 
accommodation is habitually furnish
ed, and which is specially and. 1nain
ly for the accommodation of travel
lers from places outside. the Colony 
visiting it for sport and health, and 
which the Board is satisfied is flesir-· 
able for the promotion of tourist 
traffic." 

PER.SONS UNDER DIS·ABILITY. 
• 

Except for medicinal purposes, no 
kind of alcoholic liquor may be sold 

(a) To any . person who has not 
reached the age of twenty-one 

(b) To any keeper or inmate of a dis
orderly house. 

( c) To any person already convicted 
of drunkenness or of any of
fense caused by drunkenness . 

(d) To any person who habitually 
drinks alcoholic liquor to excess 
and to whom the Board · has, after 
investigation, decided to prohibit 
the sale of such liquor upon ap
plication to ·the Board by the 

.,. 



' 

• 

32 ' LEGISLATIVE .COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
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(e) 

(f) 

husband, wife, father, mother, 
brothe,r, sister, guardian, employ

er or other person depending up-
on or in charge of such persons . 
The prohibition of any per·son by 
the Boar·d may be removed by the 
Board. 

To any Esquimaux or Indian. 

To any Constable on duty, except 
·by authority of his superior of-
ficer. 

(g) To any inmate of a Lunatic Asy
lum, Poor House or Hospital. 

Besides · the power of the Board, 
quoted above, to "blacklist" a person 
for excessive drinking, there has 
been re-enacted that power which the 
old License ·Act gave, a 
Magistrate to blacklist. 

Stipendiary 
Sales of 

spirits or wine, but not of beer, may . 
be made for medicinal purposes to 
any of the aforementioned interdicted 
or prohibited persons. rrhe sale of 
wine and beer on passenger trains 
.and·-coastal steamers by persons spe
cially ~uthorized, may be. permitted by 
the Board, to travellers, at meals, 
but not otherwise. Ther·e are ex
ceptions to the Bill providing for sale 
of alcohol or brandy and rum to clen
tists, and alcoholic liquor to druggists 
for use in their work, but they must 
buy from the Board, and may not sell 
it except when compounded with 
drugs. ·There. are stringent provis
ions against adulteration of liquors, 
which are to be used as beverages. 
only the B1oard may import alcoholic 
liquor. By permission of the Board, 
wine and beer may be manufactured, 
but such wine, and beer can only be 
sold to the Board, or to a person 
holding a permit from the Board 
(such as a hotel-ke·eper). The Board 
may appoint its own agent at the 
manufactory, and delivery may be 
made directly to the purchaser·, the 
price being collected by or for the 
Board. The manufacturer must pay 
a duty of five per cent. to the Board. 

All sales by a manufactur·er must be 
accounted for to the Board. 

All prosecution under the Bill are to 
be adjustable by the Board, before 
Stip,endiary M.agistrates, and p,enal
ties not less than ten dollars nor 
more than two· h.undre1d, fo.r a first· of
fence, with imp.r1:Lsonme,nt in default 
o.f payment, and not leiss th,a.n tw·o 
hundre1d doll.a.rs nor mo,re th.an one 
thous1a.nd, for · a seco·nd or subsequent 
offence, may be, impo,se,d. Appeals 
must be to the Sup,re,me Court, but 
all re,m,edies by writs or quowarranto, 
m·andamus, · injunction a.nd ce,rtiorari 
to remo1ve, proceeding·s, are. taken 
a \Vay in the interest of speedy trial 
and prompt judgme·nt. 

ONLY JUST'IFICATION FOR PRO· 
HIBITION. 

Some peo·ple (a small minority, I 
think, of whom I am not a,nd never 
'vas o·ne) object to the drinking of· 
alco·holic liq uo,r oif any kin·d, even in 
m.oderat!i·o'n, as a sin, and to these 
pe·op1e any me,as·ure, permitting its 
legal sale. is a.nathe1m,a. A very large 
nun1be1r o,f peo.ple· (01f whom I have 
been one and still am one), who were 
proved in 1915 to be a m.ajor'ity in this 
Colony, ho1ld it pro1per to pr·o,hibit its 
salE;· as a beverage, even to moderate 
dri11ke·rs, for the P·Ur'p·ose of ending 
the terrible curse to the community 
caus·ed by drunke!ness, if poss1ible. 
rrhe Prohibition Act wa.s regarde,d 
'vitl1 the individual liberty, even of 
inoderate1 drinkers, but justifi1a.ble o·nly 
if it ended or greatly modified drunken
ne:ss and its attend.ant wretchedness, 
and not justifiable if mer·e·ly an an
noying interference, not dojng gre·at 
goo.d, but causing ma.ny evils, and 
alienating the sympathies of m,any 
estima·ble pe,ople with all forms of · 
tempera.nee· endeiaV·01r, ranging the·m 
o·n the side of la wbrea,ker:s of many 
kinds and degrees. A evry large 
p,art o·f the Colony"~ p·opulation were 
fron1 the· o·utset oppose·d to Pro;hibition 
some, it is true, because. they were 
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'-(~rets,,, but . many because the·Y we-re 
experie·nced a.nd wi.se enough to for

se:e eV11ls to -which ardent p-roh.ibitio·n
ists Wer·e blind; evils which have un
doubtedly follo·we1d. The first evils 
were ·· adulterated into·xicants and 
\Vide-spre.a1d moonshining, then came 
bootlegging and smuggl1i·ng, and then 
came go.ve1rhment a.dquiescence and 
partnership· in law evasion, and then 
wlide-s p.riead·; almlost· · univerisa.l law,'.
b re·aking, not ·o.nly concerning alco
J1olic liquors, but many other mat
ters ·of ·da1ily life also, and if adulter
ating 1and · moonsl1ining have decre,as
ed ··of -late, as I am inclined to think 
they have; it is ·· largely because smug·
gling · ha.s · been · unc.hecked and the 

' Go11troller's _o·ffice h·a·s, until re·cently, 
been' wide ··· open for co·nsumers. The 
Colony's Government consente·d to· be
eon1e , a partner with the; rum br1igade 
of Ame1ric.a, 'and to aid the rum P·ir
ates and , b·o·otleggers o.f a continent 
fo· ·break the law.s of sister stat.es, 
similar · in principle so that we h.a.d ~o 
unctuou.sily a,dopted as our 01wn. Well, 
Slr,· thd:s· Bill is based on the pro·pos
ition th.at ·the endeavor to prohibit 
alcr}l1o}ic liquor as . a bever·age in this 
Colony has failed, h.as brought great 
E'Vils in 1tts train, and that it must be 
abando·ned in an attempt to bring 
about better conditions in thls re
spect than exist to-day. This Bill 
wil_l ·not ·initiate the ·sail of liquor as 
a b:everage, it will legalize it. We 
have ' fa.iled to make practices con-

' fo~1n1 With the law, and this Bill aims 
to inake· the1 law conform with bette·r 

. \ .. 

practice1s. We· ca.nnot prohibit, th.ere
fo·re ;w,e "seek to· regulate. We ho·pe to 
eh:list on,. the . side o.f law enforcement 
that large bo1dy O·f mo1de·r·ate drink
ers and thinkers who· nave been out 
of sympiathy ' with. prohibitio·n, and 
Witl1 . their aid to rigi:dly enforce a 
law whic,h, while· it pro·v'ide1S· re1a.so1n
able facilities fo,r mo1de·rate drinkii:ng, 
aims • to make imm.oderate . drinking 
i,mposstble, and drunkenness a for
gotten vice.-

NOTABLE PROVISIONS. 

I wish to· dr,aw part!I;c.ular notice to 
the follo1wing pro,visio1ts in this Bi1;1 · ~ 

No pe·rson sh.a.II:-

(1) Po,sse1ss a still or· othe·r imple~ 
inent of a kind commonly used fo.r the 
m.a11uf.a.cture of .alcoho1lic· [iquor (ex
cept a person hold1ing a permit o,f the 
Bo.a rd to ma.n uf.a,cture: wine and be·e·r), 
a,.nd the posse·ssion of such . a · still or 
implement .shall be prima facie proof 
of a violation hereof, and unless the 
innocence of the accused is p.rove·d to 
the satisfa,ction of the· Magristrate, he 
shall be held to be guilty of a viola
tio·n of this section, and shall be liable 
to impriso,nment, w'itho·ut the 01pt'1on 
of a fine, fo,r thr·eie· months for the 
fir·st offence·, and fo·r six moinths for· a 
se·cond or subseque,nt offence; or 

(2) c ,onsume an)r alc·oholic liquor 
in any public plac·e; or 

(3) Be in an intoxicated cond:itio·n 
in any public p:lace; O·r 

( 4) Sell any .alco·holic liquor to any 
pers.on appar·e·ntly under the influence 
of alco·h·olic liquor; O·r 

(5) Permit drunkenne·s.s to · take 
p.la.ce 1in :any house: 01r o,n any prem
ises of which. he· is the owner, tenant 
or occup:a.nt; or 

(6) Permit or suffe·r a.ny person ap
parently under the influence O·f al
coholic liquor to consume any· al
coholic liquo1r in any house 01r on any 
premises of which tl1e first-named 
person is owner, te·nant or occup·ant; 
O·r 

(7) Give, any alco·holtc liquor to a.ny 
person a.pparently un.der the influence 
of alco1ho,lic Tiquor. 

"Public Place" includes any place, 
build1i:ng o·r conveyance to which the 
p·ublic has o.r is permitted to· have. ac
cess, a.nd any place of public re·sort, 
including any shop 01r s·tore in which 
any go1ods ,are· e1xp.osed for sa11e, but 
not a hotel, club o·r b.anquet in respect 
of which a p1erm1iit has bee·n granted 
hereunder. 
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These ·strike boldly ·at affences long 
(leplo~e,d. . ._Th~y will ·te·r·minate hap
p~n1ngs on 01ur .. streets . all to,o ·com
mo11 of late.. Liberty-not 'license~ 

is tl1e: meaning of this. Bill, a.nd tho·se 
who m1.i:suse it will be· punished. 

' 

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE , • • 

Ir1 the J O·int Select Co 1mmitte·e on 
this Bill, a r·epeal of the· Pro·hibition 
Act, and the substitution o:f a meas
ure allowing the, sa:le o.f alcol10,lic 
~iqt1or as a bever·age, was adopted by 
.a large majo,rity, witl1out any party 
distinction. On two· succeeding da.ys, 
o~portunities to discus.s the p.rincip1e 
and ~ detrui:ls of the Bill wer·e given. On 
the, first 01ccasio·n, one citize,n o·nly 
made helpful sugge1stions as to. de
tails, and o.n the occasi1on deputations 
were he:ard, who· intenti-onally av·oide·d 
a..11 discuss1io·n oif details, but made 
various suggestions as ·to· why the 
Bill sh.ould not be p·roceeded with at. 
this ·session. Some· o.f the female 
speakers confined themselves to, fam
iliar , argume·nts in fa vo1r of ten1p1er
ance, ·-but not one 0 1f these attempted 
to show in any wa.y h·ow tempe,rance 
C1QU]d be adva.nced by· allo·wli1ng a con
tinuance 01f p·r·esent lawles·s condi
tions, or how thoise co·nditions could 
be- e.nded. The m:ale speake·rs were 
0 1nly i!l agreement o·n· the plea fo1r· de
lay, but were not unanimous in their 
obje,cts in asking delay, and upon the 
w·hole, 1~t app·ea.red ,as tho·ugh . they 
ple.a~ed for· delay ~ot to· impro·ve the 
Bi;ll, but to defeat any me·asure negai
iving the principle of Pro·hibitio·n, fo.r 
instance, one said that a mandate' ha·d 
male Prohibition la.w, a.nd · "B.ritish 
fair pl1ay" re·quired t]J.a.t it '.shouTd 01n
ly b·e rep·ealed by another rri.andate, 
but when aske!d if by this he me,ant 
that refe·rendum, costing per·hap's o.ne 
11u11dre·d thousand do,lla.rs, s-houid 
be held "to decide this question, his 
ans'\\.,.er' w·a.s inconc:lusive, ·and ·a.nothe·r 
prominent associ:a.te·d ·speaker sa.id 
"Ye,s,'' .and yet .another· sa.id "No, not 
ne·cessa.rily," and made the r·emar'lr 
which imp·lie1d that he wishe.d that ·an 

op.portu.nity .: should be·· afforded, by 
<lelay, to ere.ate . ·a ·public · .. ag1it;atfo,n, 
during .w·hich . it . co,uld be deci,de.d 
wh£ther a . refere·ndum ,should . or 
.should not be h.eld; by. . which .. he 
really meant, .. I think, that he· w.ould 
favor a refe·rendum( .if sure . its results 
wo·uld be as · he wanted, and . opp1ose. :it 
if he thought the1 re·sult would be in 
f'avo.r o·f rep,eal. The pie·~ most strong
ly insiste·d . ·on was . fo·r de1lay, upon 
the gro·und that the Premier's M.ani;. 
festo had p.r·omised an "ample''' . op
portunity to .. discuss the deta!Lls of an 
alternative m.e·a.sure to Prohibition 

' ' 
and such an opportunity had . not been 
afforded, to the outp·orts e~pecially. 

The Premier's r ·e·ply wi.as,_ that the. op
po,rtunJiJty alr~ady ·offered, and which 
would be· extende·d, if need be, . had not 
.bee.n ava~led of in t~e slighte.st de~ 
gree ~Y those present, or by others, 
to be helprful as to detai,ls, .and it had 
not been argue·d that by any greater 

' 

delay any re1ally valuable . suggestioQS 
co·uld be hoped for. It wa,s the inten-

• 
tion to appoint a co,mmission 01f In-
~uiry after the Bill p·asse·~ into l1aw, 
and all suggestions worth while could 
])e added to1 the law by way oif a.mend
ment, with the advantage g.ained from 
e·xperie·nce o.f the working of the new 
law. He· c.ou_ld n·ot see thiat present 
lawless C01Ildit.ions should be allowed 
to continue, and felt that so.me at
tempt . to r·egulate· existing practice.s 
no·w lawless o·ught to be ma.de W1iith
out a delay wh.ich c·ould do no re1al 
good. ~ He1 h:ad p.ro·mi:se1d to· rep.ea! the 
Pr,ohibition Act, . had made that at 
1east perfect~y clear o·n every plat
f or1n he h.ad spoke·n fro·m, ·and felt he 
was elected to "clean up,·" if he could, 
this dirtiest of all offe.nces in the Col
ony. 

' NOT : IN GOOD l.,AIT'H. 
Upon · the whole, I was impressed 

wi1th · th.is ,. co·nvictio·n, th,at the ar·gu-
1nen ts for 1a refe.rendum and for de
lay were not m.ade tn good faith, in 
this sense, that they were made by peo
ple who had no thought whatever of 

• 
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supporting .any Bill not strictly pro
h·ibitor,y in its nature, .. that what they 
really wanted was a measure making 
the ProruLbition Act stticte·r, and more 
readily ~ enforceable, and that nothing 
sh.ort of this ·would in .a.ny sense 0 1r 
degree meet · t.heif.r · · .. · ·de·sires. The·y 
were, I thot1ght, not a.sking a. delay to 
1n.ake the· details of this · ·Bill more 
desir;able, but to give ·an o.ppo1rtun1tty 
for emotional appe·als against it,· tlu·r
ing which its ' details would be rriis·re
pre·sented, and rethotical · exagger
atio·ns· ·would be · made. In the: cou:bse 

· 0 1f ' the d1tscussion, I put forwa'rd this 
pr·oposition :-I ·said, "m.any of our 
population are uncompromisingly ·· op
pose1d to the principle o.f Pr·ohibitio.n, 
and reigard it as · an unjust1.1fiable in·
terfere·nce with personal liberty. They 
h,av.e · no · sympathy with its enforce
ment. Many who fa,vored Prohibitio·n 
are . fOT· · vario·us .re1aso·ns now convin
ced . that it i.s unenforcea,ble. Com-, 

po1se·d as ·tt is at p·resent, a majority of 
me1nbers · of the· Assemb:ly of the Pr·o~ 

hibition Act designed to make it 
stricter. . As .it is, it is a h.o,pele·ss 
failure, a. breeder of all for·ms of law·
le·ss·ness. Is it not, tnen, pre:fera.ble 
than an attempt should be made to 
pass a . law regulat1ing an existing 
traffic i1ow law1ess, in the hope th:at a 
reasonable· me.asure o·f r·e·gulation may 
comma.rid the sympathy a.nd suppo,rt 
of the v'ast major·ity of o.ur p1eo·ple, 
and so m:ake the law enforce·able, 
thereby at le·ast decre.a.sing lawleiss
ness, decre:asing· moonshining, de
creasing smuggling, and po·s.sibly al.so 
decre·asing the co.nsumptio·n 01f 
spirits." Thiat, Sir·, is in brief the 
justificatio·n for this bill, a.nd is why 
I ask the· House to pass it. 

I wa.s much amuse<1 by the· remarks 
of o,ne a.rde·nt sp.eaker befor·e the Jo-int 
C·ommitte·e, who argue:d fl) in fa:vor 
of the "old fashio·ned ope1n saloon," as 
opposed to· buying1 a bottle under thi,s 
Bi~l for private consumptio·n, (2) that 

ho.tels would . be , mo·r ·e, ., pl'o·sp·ero,us 

without the·· privi:lege o.f ·selling wines 
and ' beer to travellers at dining· tabl~s 
during meals, citing · in SUP·P·0 1rt the 
great ·increase of hotels in American 
cities since Prohi·bitio·n was made law, 
and (3) the completen.e,ss of ' Pro,hi
bition in ·· No·va Scotia, oif · whJich · .. Pr·o
vince both he· a.nd I , a.re ·natives. Why, 
Sir, if .any argume·nt of temperance 
workers is famili:ar to our ears, it 1is 
that the opBn ·. s.alo1o·n, with its bright 
ligl1.ts, its go·o·d · ch,eer and -· .. its · tre,at;.. 
ing 11abits, ·was the b.ane · o.f the · w·orld, 
an·d yet 1i:n · the eyes of ·the spe·aker I 
could almost ·· se·en enthu.siasm ·for 
the good old days ·when the·y existed. 
It is ge·ner:ally adm.itted 'that · drunken
ness in o·ur· streets ' is ·· not so · offe.n
siveilY exhibitea as ··before th.e Pr;o
hibition Act. · The · very spe,aker to 
Vlhose remarks I am refer·r'ing a.sser
ted ·that a -decrease · in · arrests·.·· for 
drunkenness ha'd resulted · fr·om the 
Act: It is also generally admitted 
that ·the wive's, and c·hi1ldrenof manu3..I 
labo·rers and artisans are better cloth
ed and fe·d -'than in the· d.ays of the 
"g·oiod 0 1ld fia1shi'oned saloon.' · ·It will 
not, hoiWever, be gene·r·ally admitted 
that ·these impro1ve:d ·conditions · , are 
due to a.ny scarcity in the liquor· sup~ 
ply. Moonshining, · smugg>ling, ·an'd 
"scrip,s,'' .and the e1a.se with w·hich ' (ih 
the near ·past, if not now) suppldJes 
could be got,. even fro·m the ·Control- . 
ler's . o·ffice, neg.ative that . argument. 
In so far· as imp·r·o,veme,nt , is due to · 

. . . . . . . 

Pro,hibition it is ascrib.a.ble. in the 
. ' . . . 

ma:in to, the clo.sing of. tl1e . open s~-

loons, with their invitatio·ns to th~ 
unwary good fellows who went in to 
get a drink, treateid and w1as treated, 
and remained ther·e until his . week's 

• l • • • . 

pay W·as gone. Ma.ny peop·le say with 
deep conV1ictio·n th:at the closing 9f 
such s.aloons is the only good whiG~ 
has done from the Prohibition . Act. 
As for the increase· of · µotels in gr~.~t 
c.ities, it is .due·, of cour·se, to 1iincrease 
of populatlo·n, of business, and p·er'."' 
11aps to restlessness ·. sinc.e Pr·ohibi-
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tio,n, _;;on th.e· p'.art of tho,se who in the 
p_~st . ~tayed qu'iet,ly a:t home, .. o:r . w;er~ 

• l • • ~. • • ' • ,_ . . • 

ba,bit1:1e~ . o·f · _'.'goo,d ·· .. o;l,q ::!~shJpQ~Jli 
&aloons .. '1' _ Hote:ls in gre,at citie.s, to 

- ~· • J. • • • 

wh.icn . people .. must go, a .nd hotels in 
, ' ' . ' • ...,. •' : ' I ' ' • • 

f~_r off place·s, to w·hic.h p1eople will 
only. g:o ·f.or,, spo,rt, or . health, OF fo-r a 

. - ' .. . ·. . .,. ,. 

va.ca,;tio1n; ~'e very· diffe,rent ,pr~po.sd:~, 
,.;. - . ·, - .. ·' . . ' . ·-

~-ion~: T_he~e', .the~ m.u.st . e:xist, here 
they .can only e.xist fo·r . sp-ecial - re,a-

- • .. • A .... • .• .. • • l ,, I 

so.ns. The . tuurists we wish to, . at-. 
·: .. ;. • •.• ., •.. \ !. "~ ... :·_; \ 1,.; ' . ' ' ' '. 

tract he:re ·a,re . tho1se who at ho.~e li.ve 
lu~uriously, who ·· can e·at and drink 

._ ~·- .. . . • ., . ·• . ·• ., • .,, - I . . 

th~r~- the . thlings .. they li·ke·, and who 
~ •• •• ·, •• • ' - '• • . • • • J • • 

will .. not come to· the· c·o-mparatively 
·• • • I. ' • . . 

3i.mited food :and acco-mmodation we 
·• . •I • ·•· 

can .. now give them. Hotel operators .. . . ' . . ,. 

have offered to, come' here· to op,erate 
. . . . 

h.otels if . permitted to sell wine and 
be,er to1 other guests, and ha,ve1 re1fused 

.. . . ' ._ . ; '' . . ·. . . 

to c.ome if not pe-rm!itted, and these 
. ' . ·. . . 

me11 ar'e better authorities on the-s-e-
- . . - . . . , . 

matters than the Reve-rend gentleman 
• - • ' • • J •••• 

wh.o· misunde·r'stood the signifiance. of . ... . ' 

the· hotel figure-s he quote-d. As for 
Nova Sc-otia, I de·sire to say that I 
a~ . ~9t. convinced of the co-mplete-. 
~ess o·f' Proh,ibition there, . but that 
lo~g be1for,e ProhJi,bition was ~dopted, 
N o-va. Scotia, with . its "wigwammed 

. . .. ·'· . 

slppes," was the banner te,mpe,rance 
p._rovince· . oif British No·rth . Am~:rica, 

and has not greatly changed · in thii:;, 
- . .. . . . ~ 

respect in the half century I can r·e-
me1nber, it. 

DEBATE IN ASS:EMB,LY. 
The · d:iscussions am-ong.st members 

of the Joint . Select Com.m:ittee, and 
the' debates in the Assembly, present
ed " certain nota.ble, one, might rather 

. ' 

say, rea,so,nable, fe·atures. Not one 
n1an , Sa,id a WOr'd in defence Of the 
Pr·ol1ibition Act o.r ·1.is effects. Not one 
ma.n, ·so far ·.a.s · I can re·ca11, advocat
e·d · its · ame:ridmeht a.nd enfo-rcement. 
Not one1 of the three- in en who refused 
to s~tgn th.e Committee report in f 1a.v
o,ur: o,f this . Bill ·_pr'Oilio.sed .an ,-arii-end ... / 
ment or an alternative in Committee~ 
or· in· any -wa.y either criticized it fav
o·rably or unfavo.rably. In ·. the, de
bate· in :· the Assembly, the opposlitio~ 

to· the Bill ha,s . l:>·een . c·o·nfine:d to· Pl~'M'. 

for delay, but the. p1l~,a.der·s e.v.en :1th~:e1 
' . : . 

indic,ateid no way · in whcih \.they_ 
. ~ 

thought the Bi1ll could be made .. bet~ 
ter, or suggested a.ny ·bJ~tter Bill~ ·: :.,'rne 

. . . . . ' . . . . 
maj<?rity . oif the advocait.es . for . del~Y· 

h.ad been de.laying . eve,r si,nce .. .. 192.1., 
.. ' . ·- . ·~ '.• . . .. : ~ 

over the repo,rt .m1ade, by the Co,mm~~-: 

s:io11 appointed by tl1e . _Squite·s QpY7; 

er.nme,nt in that . y~a:r. . One ; \\!~S _a, 
',, 

mer~be.r' of . goverp.m~111t~ .. : tpat .. : fp_r : 
seven yea.rs aid.ed in the: violation ·-:o·f; 

' . . ·. . . - . . -~- ·-· . ~- ... ,.. .. . . . ,. ..._; ... ·~ 

the Prohibiti1on . Act, and . others .. we.re 
' . . , . . . . . "• . . . . . ' '... .. •' '· ' . ·.. -

supporte-rs of th.ose g·ov·e·r.nments 
• -· • • ., • 4 

through all tho:se years . .. T,he . :·ID'~".° 
- . . . . .. . 

jority of the objecto,rs too:k p.art . or 
. . : . . . . . ' . 

sup-ported the sca.ndalous misconduct 
' . . . ... . ·' . . ;•'· ... · ·· .. 

of the Squire's . government. , in ;', th:i~, 
. ' .• .. . . ' ·, 

regard, from 1919. to· its fall in :1923;, . . .. . 

and ·now the1ir o.nly c.ontribution , to 
' ., ' - .. _, 

the .debate-s on this B1:11 is .an app~al-: - . ·•. ~-.· . ~ ~ ~ _, .• ·.· 

for delay. · .... . ·-,_. _, 

COMMISSION REPORT, 192'1J .. : , 
I pro1pose, to publish as an atlderid1a· 

~ O· n1y sp.e-ech the Report of ·th·e Jtoyal. 
Commiss1ton ·ap,pointe,d in 1-921 to :"in
quire· int() the operatio·n of ·the . ·Pr-0::.\'. 

. . 

hibition Act. It ls a rem,ar·ka.ble do,cu-
. . 

ment for· many 're-a,sons. The <Do·m--
mission w .. as · '"urianimo1tis in its find~: 

• , - :, .. .-:- !}._ 

ing·s. In the1 qli1ality O·f ··its '" memoerw; 
ship it wa.s ·a. strong Co1m.mis·sio,n·, pro~.;: 

fessionally, i,ntelle,ctually·, denomJna-: 
tionally, and in br·eadth of view. · I 
agre,e wi'th its findings as to, m1atte,rs· 
of fact, and in alm·ost every o,fie · of 
its recomme,ndat1ions. It rs a · remark--

.. 
able fact that I did no.t rea.d the re-
port until I ha.d co,m.pleted ·the draft 
of the: Bill no·w before, yo,u, yet with 
few exceptio,ns ·the re,co·mnie,ndationS' 
in the rep,ort are, r·efle·cted :,in t 'he ':Bill 
and more, also. . Do.'pe; '.' mo,onshi'ne) 
smuggling- these followed one, ·anoth.:: 
er, s,ays .the report, . . as results . of the 
Pr:oh.ibitio·n Act, a.nd :ffnally the re,
port reco,mmende·d that eve·ry ·f.a·mily, 
sick o,r well, should be: allowe,d 
spirits, wine1 and beer every three; 
months. No stro·nger temperance 
mer1 than Dr. Levi Curtis and ·· · :O.r~ .. . ' 

Jones were e:ver kno.wn in this Colony· 
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yet th·e-ir 11ands are to that report. 
The evi~ls they deplore·d admitte:dly 
existed, the legislation they r·ecom.
mended was urgently nee·ded, and yet 
the m.en wh.o· pigeon-holed that r·(;. 
port, who suppresse:d its p·u.blication, 
and never attempte·d to car·ry it out, 
are p·os:ing to-day a.s teimperance ad
vocates, a.nd p',le:ading for · delay. 
*'Manana"-"to-morr·ow" should be 
the badge of their pa.rty. 

Up from Port Union has come up,on 
this matte·r a voice as fro 1m one long 
politically dead. Sir Wm. Coaker has 
sent an incoherent cry for delay. He 
wants "a . bottle twice a month, and 
light wines and beers for travellers/' 
a.nd he threatens dire thing-s to the 
Government if it permits "any further 
departure from the principles of 
temperance." This from one wl10 in 
1920 agreed that his gove.rnment 
should sell $485,000 worth of liql1or 
"for sickness." This from a man who 
kept Meaney in office as Controller. 

' • lo 

This from one who aided the Colony 
to become a base for 
into the United States. 

rum-ru11ning 
This from a 

member of the Government which 
shelved the Curtis-Jones report. This 
from one who for many years ar
bitrarily controlled the government 
under which the Prohibition Act be
came a scandal and a reproach, the 
friend of moonshiners, and the part
ner of rum-runners. The hypocrisy of 
it all is not the least revolting part. 

PLEAS FOR DELAY. 
D·elay to permit the holding of a 

Referendum (if that be desirable) 
is a reasonable request, but we do 
not think a Referendum desirable. 
But delay to consider details is not 
reasonable, not desirable, and ought 
not to be granted. How can the com
plexity of this Bill be intelligently 
discussed before it has been enacted 
a.nd published. Then it can be seen 
in working, and understood, and all 
desirable amendments be enacted. 

. . . 

I cannot agree, therefore, that there 

ar·e ···. any merits in the plea : for delay, 
to discuss the details of this Bill. · In 
the first place, . the details are .. neces-· 
sarily nlany and technical, and . com
petent criticism is only. poss-ible . by 
experts, and_. by_ those enlightened _by 
the actual working · out o:f the :Act.c 
Popular discussion. of .. the · details 
would · .be a confusion .. : .In . the .:se·con_d:;: 
place,· the Commissfon · of : In~quiry 

which will be appointed . ·will he ·a 
better tribunal for hearing . criticism .. 
of details than this Legislature . can . 
possibly be. ··· In the third ·place,,_ th·e . 
effort w·hich · has to . be made to . secure· 
tourist traffic cannot abide delay. If 
hotels and .motor roads are to be 
built, for any traffic even ·· in 1926, 

- ··! . 

they must be initiated now, and delay-·-
ing ·this Bill means delayin.~ ·a gre·at " 
entetprise, calculated'· to afford lab·or 
now, and a profitable industry, I may·: 
well call · it afterwards. · There · are· 

' ' 

some narrowminded people... who 
speak of tourists as though they were 
all lost ·souls, people of the baser sort,· 
with "guns" in their hands · and flasks ·· 
in th.eir hip pockets, but the tourists 

\ . . . . .. 

we ·shall · · aiin fol·, are sportsmen, 
lovers of fine scenery, capitalists with 
eyes open for investments, not mere 
trippers, but cultivated and capable 
citizens who have time, money · and 
desire to see this fin'e little out of the 
way part . of Paradise. Then, my · 
fourth objection is ·this: Admittedly a 
state of almost universal lawlessness 
exist in this connection ~ and moon .. 
shining and smuggling ·are rampant. 
They bring other lawless practices in 
their train, especially disrespect for 
all law. The mandate to this Govern
ment, given by : the people, ·is "Clean · 
Up: Keep Clean'·', ·and to this end we 
ask you to ·make law of 'this Bill, and 
leave to us the enforcement of it, aid..; 
ed, as we . shall be, by all good 'c·itf
zens. I confess I cannot understand; 
with the charity I wish to accord to · 
them, the excited opposition of certain 
good · pe.ople ·to this Biil, in defense of: 
the bare bones of a measure · falsely 
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calle,d Prohibitory, but ·:W;hich · -:r;ioboqy 
obey~, ·nobody respects, . IJohqqy .. , de
fends, and which "all t}J.e .)\}\:in,g ~s,, hqr
ses and all .. the _ Kiµg's.! mel1:':~;:;9Q,ulq,., n,ot 

make i a : vital, Ii ving I.a w-.,i;ii :id t~ -(''' .: , -· · 
. . .. 

':.At . the .·'. r1sk .of · w,orryjn~.,,.you~ir th~re 

are two · more points. in ··, t 0his ... ~,oonnec"'." 
tiIDn: :that _. I ·feel I should ... speak .to ,you 
about, and through y.ou . to the ; pu.blic-; 
on.:e. :is the incapacity -displayed ·· ::..by 
Prohibitionists .. since the Prohibitio.i1 
Act was adopted, in -1915.;. · .. · and 1 the 
other is;. the doleful and .wholly ,a·bsurd 
c.ry thatl.;an: orgy of dr.unkenness :wilJ 
f·ollow the ,,. :enactment of " this Bill.:. .o'.\J 

INACTIVE :. PR'OllIBITIONISrrs~·~l}j; 
' ,' j , • I• i i ~·' ~\ 'i ·i 

. When . 1· speak of . the inactivit).<;'. . of 
Prohibitionists, I · shall be ask~d ~if ,,:_·-· ~ 

•• ;· • ' .' \ . • • ! • ... } -

arid others ·. like me were not of tl1at 
: ". . . i 

class, an·d how we. can excuse ourf?el-
ves from a share of the blame. I 

' • ~ > ' ;. I 

shall make no , excuse for my~elf, ex-. . . . . ' . . . . 

cept to s.aY that my counsel ari·d advice 
' ·" . . . ... 

were al ways freely given to the ad vo-
cates of Pr.6hibition, . w·ho _sought it, 
f}',om . 191Q an~ -y.pwards, and the only 
·~ :~ : ' ' )~ ' ( ,, ' ". . ·. . . 

r .eward, by the w~y, . I ha.ve rece _ved 
W:as, t~at ~the _ ~peakers for. a · d~puta-
t'f~n, a few days . agQ, misrepresented 
my . advice, to . in.sinuate • my inGOllS'i1S

t,ency in support\ng tlJ..is Bill. B.ut, Sir, 
the: leadership o.f the· Pro1hib tionists 
. i • 

of the .country had bee,n ~ccorded . to 
~~d · accepted by certain individuals; 
•' . ' . " 

they were· rega.rded by the people at 
la~ge . ~s . leader,S in whom confidence 
.. f. : . . . 

could be reposed .; and after the .· P,i;:o-
. t •• 

hibition .. Act was enacted they .con-
~; I ', ' 

tinue.d to .p·o·se as such leaders. It . is 
aito·gether ·fair, ' then to rega.rd them 

I , , • ' ~ ., ' , , ) 

a .. s .. . chiefly . · respons . ble, .. for the as-
, \~ . '' " ' ·.; I I ' I ..j ! " I, : 

toµnding inactivity on the part of tern-
·. .,, ~.-.· ,\' .. '; ' ' ' . 

p~rance advocates . that fo1'1o·w~d up.o,n 
the adoption .. of . the .Act, . espe·cially 

. . . ' . 

after 1919 . .. Up to . th·at yea.r, ''dope," 
... ·'.. .! ' •" ' • 

(.such as essence o~ Lemon) and pa-
. ' . -

. t;ent medicines .(such a.s Ta.nlac) were 
- - . 

t,)le · mo·st tr.oublesome bye-products o,f · 
Prohib tion, and it wi11 be remernber
ed ,. that delegations to the Govern-
ment demanding prohibito·ry Orders-.. ,; ' .·. . . '. ' 

• 

in""'.Council werie frequ~nt., . ., Th~n came 
tbe . ".M.oo:nshi;ne'' trouble,,,. :when. I, : as 
Minir$ter of Justice; .· had to advise th.e 
Governor , .to· .send _ H.H.S, . . Cornwall to 
F.lat Islands, .:Bo·navista . ·Bay, , to er~

fo·rc·e upon c~r.ta:ln .. of m..Y· const tu~nts 
that respec.t , fo•r '. th;e ... law,. an.d its ·of
ficers. tbey.i;·w·e:r:Je '. .. bound to show. Al
most; imm~diatcly after . th.e . Sqllires 
Government came ·· .into· pow·er, · :; th·e 
charge1s aga.inst ;the men who ) had .. been 
arrested: were dropp·e·d, .· f}.nd ... th.e Mag-

.. . . . . .. . 1 ~: • • l . I • .' \.; , I 

i.strate. who had . been .mo.st .. PiliQffiinent 
• •' "· ' , • • ••• .'_l • ,·. 

il1. ass:erting tlle law w;a~.;, pap.Ai~fh~~' . a_s 
it ; we.re, ;·as . a . punishm.ent . for. dij.ty 

· -, . ' · , • I • 

dope . . ; ~h·e .man . -who· •brought . ,.th . .,s 
about, .. by,·th.e .way, wa_s. he . whoise 
v.oice is now ._· he a.rd from Po.rt . U11ion 

••. ~ • •\ 1 • ~ _. • , · 

in . :assertiplg - the,:, sacredness , .· ol .. the 
.. . . .. ' .· . ',.- ... 

Prol1ib;i:tion :r ;Act. r: ~:I was .. defeatep. J"i,;p. . . ' . ' . . ~ . - •.· .. 

Bona:vista· :>J3ay:, . a-nq : Magistra.t:B, ;I\'J:tfil.:Ej~ 
' . 

w:as b·~tnished, 7. a..nd .. -who ainong,st ;s:~l;:l 

the ,; influe.nt al · Pro1l1ibition :· l:E?A_Q_~·!'@ 

lifted ·voice o·r pen in · our ,d.efence-.c'.''i··· 
"' ' . i ' ... 

-BLAT1ANT' DISREGARD · :"OF· DE-'' 
·CENC·Y • . · · · ; .. ·· ... , 

· Tl1en,, the Squires · ·government· ap
pointed Meaney .· Acting : Co·ntrolle1:·, 
an'a- plan~e-d to sell half a nii,llio.n _dol-

•' .. . . • . r·, , 

lars worth of ' 1iquo·rs "for meclici11e'", 
a.nd . who· · denounced the!ll, or •said a 
vvord public1y by way .. of })rbt~~t? 

. '.' : . ' . . ~ ; '; 

Then fo.Jlo·wed years of ·bro.ken law, 
. ~·. ' . '• . ·,· 

of blatant d·sregard of decency, · th_~ 
. . . . " 

climax of which was the appointn1ent . . . .. . . . . 

of Meaney a1S ful.l controller, . secretly, 
it is true, but voted ' for by n1e)n .' D.o\V 
in oppo·sition ·of .· this -Bill _~,· ·vvho· are 
.peading for delay. Last . o.f . al1l : came . ' . ... - .. ...... "' · .. . 

the Act to make this ·Co·lony , a .. rival 
' . '' , . 

d.epot with St. P erre ,for the pro,tit 
. ' . . '' t'. 

disgrace of '•1helping the rum-,runne~s 

oif a. whole continent -breq.k itS' -law.s . 
. ' '•' ' : ' . ·,· . 

I shall be asked · if we ar,e ,. not ·now 
' . ' ' ' ' 

helping the same · di1srespe~table . trai:-
fic, and my answer is twofo1d. We .. no 
longer profess a · prohibition ·. princi:ple 
we ·he.Ip others to V' ola.te, ·and in ~his 
Bill you w'ill find .. p·ro·visio·ns · to mak.e 
the tr·anshipment traffic open · . and 
above-board, not a .. secret part.ners.hip 
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with erfminals, as it was with preced
ing igoverilme11ts. ·· Well, Sir; during · all 

. ' 

th'e s·at'llrna.Iia ' of brOl{en -laws and bad 
l ,.'/ ·~i ';) .. i.' • ..: ' . - \ . ' ' .• -. . • . 

fa·th ·since · 1919, what wsa done in 
d~fenc;e ·of 'pro·hibitio·n by th'.ei n1en who 
11ad been' ·s·o .; prominent· as Prohibition 
1-ea'.ders :· befo·re tl1e · · Squires govern-
111e·11t cam·e . into ·: powe·r; rr11ey 11ad 'a 

. l.,_, 

vigilance ; co1nn1ittee i11 -fl1is c ty, and 
tlrey 'co11stilteC:l lawyers :- fro1n time to 
tfn10, but wlie11 told tl1·ey were power
] • ;ss u11less they would 'raise tl1e issue 
c:tbove : party ' lines (as I, Sir; told them 
forcibfy), t:11ey co·ntented · tl1emselve·s 
\vjtl1 more or less secret actio·n, w tl1 
calls -upon go·vetriments · wl10 disre
g•i1 rdecl tl1en1, and ii.ever to-ol{ one red
l>lood0d step · u11til tl1ey . came to ,life 
a .ga~n quite recently, iiot to; oppose 
tl'~ e details of thi1s Bill, not to·· suggest 

.. 
n better 011e, but to de1nand what 
tltei:r own -frj Pnds, in the n1ai1i, 11ad 

f~i l e(l for years -to do, amend and e11-

for00 · t-re· 'Pro11ibition Act. ancl to ask 
fc:>r · d elav to allo·w others to cons id ;r 

' 

the ·· d~tails of a Bill whicl1 they tl1em-
fielvef1 111arle no attempt to· understand 
or jJ11prove. I do not s-ay tl1at the inen 
I refer to were 11yprocritica.1, I readi-

. ' : ~ ": ' . 
ly · adn11t t'l1at nla11y of tl1en1 were s1n-
c~'rd '1n.e11, but I do sti,y tl1at they 11ave 
11ot · 1Sl1own the energy, the - courage, 
tlie . zeal, the ins gl1t to entitle then1 
to ;offer advjce wbicl1 we sl1ould ac
qi1ies~e · in wl1en condition's 11ave 
g.td"\kn so desperately bad as tl1ey now 
· .'.·::.r I·;:/ :~·: ·_r , :'; · ; ·. · 

are. .... 
. ~ : . · l .• },' ' . . 

': :_: ,JVH¥ ;'Sll:()fTJ_jJ) D ll,INKIN G IN· 
, ~, _ , ) : r CREASE. 

~: Turniirg· no·w .to my second point, 
1 ct-!1ne ask wl1y the enactment of tl1is 
Bi11; ' and the calling o.f .· the new law 
~J1to· · force. s11.ould be f'ollo,wed by an 
i11crease in liquor drinking. Moon--
f'l1f nihg and · 1sn1uggling are admittedly 
co1nmon, scripts can yet be got, tl1e 
Coiltro·ller's department'. yet sells -by 
the citse, there is no : scarity of al
cnho11c ·liquor under tl1e law as it is, 
for tl1ose who ' Ii-ave /· nioney to pay for 
it~ · ~-I heard ·a · n1ember -~ of1 the tAssembly 

1vl10 voted -aga1nst the pass ng of · cl1is 
Bill, say, tl1at 11e saw no: 111.irry fot~ ·- :it, 
because "l1e co-uld get a.11 the -liquor 
he wanted.'! 1· l1eard another me1nber 
on the same side ' express the fear th,at 
tl1e -cost of Bb1ard "spirits wo-uld leacl-to 
a continuance of ~muggling, an<l int
pliedly -suggest - t11at · "lowering · •- tlie 
price w-as a , inost des r-able - tl1ing.'i' 
Well; tl1en, if . liquor is plentifu,J a11d · 
cheap, no·w,' wl'fy should • the ··-- pa.ssing · 
o.f this Bill ; increase the sale, if · tl1e 
price is now to be lowered? · May it · 
not, O·n the contra.ry, be . expected · to 
decrease mo;onshin ng anct smuggling. 
by making tl1em · -unnecessary : and 
dangerous, and result in -tl1e regula
tion of a traffic now -wholly .Jawle·ss, 
and to a. 1 substitution~ . at ,lea_st, of good 
liquo·r for bad, with many incidental 
advantages. 

REPORT OF . THE COMMISSION OF 
1921. 

To Hi-s Exc·elle·ncy Sir Charles 
Alexander Harris, Knight Com
mander of t11e l\iost Distinguisl1-
ed Or·de1r of St. Michae1l and 

" 
Saint George, Comp-an1i:o·n of the 
Hono·urable Order. of ·tho Batl1, 
Commander of the· Roy·ar Vic
torian Order, Governor and 
Commande,r-in-Chief in and over 
the· Island of N e'vfoundland an cl _ 
its Dependencies. 

Your Exc:elle·ncy:-Tl1e members o,f 
. ) ' •, 

the., Ro-yal Co·n11nission .. have the·. hon-
. ' . ' ~ : . 

our to return the . Commissi:i:on a.nd -- to 
' ' ' 

subn1it 'vitl1 it a statement o.f · tl1eir . ' . . .. 

findi11gs and a list of their recomme11~ 
da.tions. 

• ' • 1 

.. J:ts me·mbers held __ very many -_ se· ~-:

sio11s in St. Jo.hn's and -also a num
ber of sessions at Port Union during 
,vvl1ich they to·ok very consid_erabile 
evidence in the form of sworn te·sti
n1ony, answc-rs to inte·rr·ogatorie.s and 
police records. T·h.ey· have enquired 
in.to _ and co·nsidere·d the Prol11i'bition 

' 
Plebiscite Act 1915 and tl1e Amend-
ments t11·ereto; (1) tlie object, · scope 
and· de-fe·cts ther·e•o,f; (12) the: :Adm..i.nis:-
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tration o·f the said Acts, and (3) the 
evils wl1ich ha,re arisen since the sa:id 
Acts became law . . 

The Commission itself sets out tl1e 
repre·sentations containe,d in two peti
tions pr·ese·nted to· the Hou.se of As
sen1b,ly ·in the· se·ssion oif 1920; one p1e·
,tition pr.aying for greate.r stringency 
i11- the· enforcement of the said Act; 
an.d the other praying for the· provid
ing of facili.ties of obtatning alco·holic 
liquors as bever·age1s under a. system 
of co·ntrol. -

· 1.,."our · commissioners observe that 
bot11 petitions. ·.point out tl1e e·xiste·nce 
of certain abuses wl1,i:cl1 l1ave deve1lop
·ed unde·r the Prohibition Act . 

• 

(1) Sale of "Dope" 

( ~) 4,buse. of p.rescr'iptions 

( 3) Manufacture . o'f "Moonshine" 

(4) Increase in smuggling of liq-
uors. 

':r11e enquiry ha.s satisfied Yo·ur 
··, \ t 

Comm1~ssion·e·r.s of the existe·nce of .,. •" 

e'r iis -~ which cal_l for adeqqate reme·d-
ies. · 

' 

On~ of tl1e fi;r:st e.vils whjch grew 
to considerable dime·nsions under tl1e . . '. . . 

Pro:l1ibitio·n Act was the use of es-
-~~1].Cef? commonly _ calle1d "Do.pe" for 
1J,e,;erage purpo·se~. Th~ evi1l, wl11ich 
~v~s . app·arently .inapprectable . before 
Pr(Jl1ibition, gradually grew in spite 
of p.artial blacklisting o·f p·articular 

' ' 

esse·nce·s until last · summe·r, when 
' . . : . . . 

~terner steps we·re take-n to suppress 
it. · Up to ·th,at time most of the· con-
.. ···' ' 

' "ictions on' the . charge of be-ing 
. . . . . 

"<1runk" and "diso·rderly" a.rose from 
tl1e drinking of "dop.e''''. This is borne 
out by · :the· p101lice· records of arr:ests 
of "drunks" a.nd "·drunks and· dis1or
dcrlies''. The· null1be·rs are· a.s . fol-

, 
lows:- · ·· '·· 

. ' , .. 
' ' 

. 1917 . • • . . ~· • • • • • • • • • • • • 87 
1918 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 95 

" 

1919 . .. ' . • • • • • • • • • • • • .228 
1920 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .276 

In 1917 and 19'18, tl1e police recqrds 
do not . show the1 number . :oJ. ·drunk$ 

etc., due to "d·ope." But in 1919 and 
_1920, the e·vil h.as gr.own to such a 
proportio-n that the· police began to 
keep a. record of the causes whicl1 
'vere leading to .a marke·d increase· in 
drr~nke~ness a.nd disorde·rliness. 

In 1919 there· w·ere over 20 p.c. 
inore ar·rests than th·ere were in 1917 
and 1918 togethe·r. Th!is was due main
ly ~o the. drinking of "dop·e·." O.f the 
228 ca.ses in 1919, 160 we,re: due to 
dope; and of the 276 c,ases in 1920, 
198 were due· to- dop-e, showing an in
(!r~,ase of nearly 25 p.c. over th.at of 
1919. 

'1,l1e fir.st four months oif the pres
ent year show ~ marked decline of 
dr11nkenness from this cause. Out of 
83 arrests re,porteid by the police 14 
"',Ve·re du-e to dope or an a.ve:rage of 
3 1-2 monthly in 1919. This may be 
attributed p:artly to the steps taken 
last summe·r 1in bla.ckll.sting a large 
number ·Oif -essences, the activity of 
the police· and other cause-s. _ La.st 
Septe·mber, the· poli1ce be,ga.n to kee.p a 
record of the inform.atio-n they elicited 
fro·m pe·r.sons arrested for ·drunkeness 
as to what they had been drinking. 
This re·cord p·o,ints to liquor ob
t~ined by smuggling ;and on scripts 
as m.a.nifest causes of drunkenness. 

. Further· the decline in the use, of 
"dope'' in St. J o·hn's has .se·e·n another 
evil spr'inging up, v1iz: the use of 
"m(>on.shine. '1, The· police records sho1w 
that during six months dating from 
and including Septembe·r 1920, to the 
e·nd. o.f Febru.a.ry, 1921, there were four 
arrests for "moonshine," in the Ia.st 
two months, l\farch ·and April-there 
'vere nine ar·rests for the. same cause. 

Another ugly fe1ature, sho1ws itself 
by the comparison of the figures of 
1916 -. and 1920. In 1916 less than one
th.ird o·f tho.s1e arr:ested were· disor
de·rly. In 1920 abo·ut h.alf of those ar
rested w·ere disor:de-r'ly. Thi.s m:ake·S 
c1lear that the us-e of do,pe or moon
shi11e creates far more disoder than 
the ttse of ordinary liquors. 

Your Commis·Sii:ons are s.atisfie·d that 
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the use O·f moonsl1ine is prevalent not 

onl.~~ in St. J ol1n's but e·xtends over 

tlie Isla.rid. Out o·f the 82· pl.a.ces 
. ' . 

from whicl1 evidence wa.s g.athered 39 
. . .. . ' 

: ' : 

reported . the manufa.cture of moon-.... 
shine;'· 43 re:p.o·rte1d no moonsl1ine. Out 
of tl1e 65 places giving evidence o·ut
side . of ·. tl1e. Soutl1 West Coast 38 re-

:; 

ported ; the· manufacture of moonshine 
27 not any; of the 17 plac.es on tl1e 
Sottth We.st Coa.st furnish.ing evid
en.'ce .· o·nly one .• re·porte·d mo·on.shine. 
The clos.e pro.ximity of St. Pierre and 
the gene.r.al · .. pre.fe·re·nce for ordinary 
liquor to "mo·onshine'? giirve tl1e cilue 
to .· tl1e dissimilarity of the propor
tions~ ' 
:: ·· iJ'r·. · Bre,hm exp1re·ssed tl1e opinion 
"that the fusil oil 1in m.o·o·nshine has a 
d·efi11ite poisonous ~ffect, is bad for 
tl1e nerve centres, will · sometimes 
cause .blincine1ss and in the case of 
wo1nen. a.nd ch.ildren the e·ffe·cts W·O·u'1d 
bes1nor:e · pronounc·ed and e1specially in 
a child. •, It certainly wo.uld h.a V·e a bad 
effect o:n the progeny of those addict
ed to . it.", 

". 

.; ·· Th.is : evil . calls fo.·r special remedial 
me·asures and a strong determination 
to enforce· then1~ Your Com1nissdoners 

' ' . 

ar~ .o.f opinion: 1st, tl1at the posses-
sion of a sti111 ·· for· the distillation of 
. . .;: ·: ;. '.~ I• ·' . . . . . . .... , . , , 

spfrits should be a. substantive o·f-
fence and that the po·ssession i!ts·elf 
.. . " .. ' . . . 

sl1ottld be·· p·resumptive e·vide·nce it is 
pos8esse·d for that p.urpose·; 2nd, th.at 
possession, giving, selling or treating 
any· person with n1oonsl1ine sl1o·uld be 
a· substantiative offence; and tl1at the 
i5etiaities p.rovide·d should be double 
of those · pr·ovided fo·r· the illicit sale of 
liquor. , 

·your Commissione.rs are also o.f 
opii1ro·n that an educatio·nal ca.mp.a1i.gn 
sl1otlid .· be· inaugurate·d to teacl1 peo
ple the · dange·r of . the u.se· of "1noon
shine" ·and ; .,'.dope," and suggest that 
th.is c.a.mp.aign be c·onducte.d thrb·ugh 
the, chutches, the suhda.y schools, pub
iic · schools, the · pr·ess and by tl1e· dis
tribution of:;le,aflets· and p.a.mp·h1lets. 

The; matter of "pr·e,scriptions'·' has 
. ' . 

·receive:d much , attention . a.nd there 
can be no· good purpose served in dis
guising the· fact that .a large propor
tio11 . or· the· liquo·r ' obtained . by p1re
scriptions is used pur·ely a.s a bev:e,r
age and not for me.dici1nal p.urpose~, 
as the Act pro·vide·d. This abus.e· h~~ 
l~ecome quite cle·ar to· th·e .. poliGe:. 
Their recor·ds obtained a,s . ha.s alrea.dy 

. .· .. , . . .. , . 

been indicated · sho·w th,at the li'quor 
obtaine·d b·Y prescriptions has caused 

. ' : . . ' . ' . ·. ' . 
·quite a number of ar·rests. Fo·r in~ 

stance, out o·f 63 .arrests for being 
"drunk" and ''drunk and disorderly" 
fro·m March up to and including May 
12th of this year 6 were due to "dope," 
9 to· "mo·onshi1ne," and 27 to 1liquor ob
taine·d by pre1scripitions. The follow
ing is illuminating. 

Month, arrests, dope, moons)lin:e, 
s cri P'ts,_oth erwis e. 

January • • • • 21 7 9 5 
Fe l) r ci:ary • • • • 11 1 3 7 
March • • • • • • 26 3 6 10 7 
April • • • • • • 25 3 3 . 10. 9 
Ma),. (12 days) 12 3 7 2 

Wh·ile your Commis.sioners are lotl1 
to . attemp1t . to ouggest . "regulations" 
wh.ich would unduly interfere .. wit Ii 
the exer·cise o·f the di.sc·r 'etio'n o~f ·· it 
ine.dical pr.actitioner who · honesbly 
prescribes "liquor.s" for med1tcinal 
purposeis, they find there is ne·e.d cif a 
strong che!ck to stop the loose giving 
out of prescr·iption.s. They consider· it 
should take the form of' a .. refusal for 
a _ period o.f time, to fill the · pre.scrip~ 

tions of any medical practitioner who 
givt~s out prescriptions loosely und.er 
tl1e, guise of pre·serving liquor· for 
medicin.al purp.ose·S. 

In m.a.ny p.arts o·f the Island, pa.r
ticularly where medical pr·actione·rs 
are 11ot resident, there are no facili
tie·s for o·btaining liquor for medicin
al purpose·s, and even where· medical 
men re·side in p.Iace1s outside of St. 
John''s, the co·st o·f the· pre·scr'ipti!on, 
th·e · high· cost of the 1liquor and ~the 

frequent lo.ss on · transportation 
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through · pilfering , pla.ce the · use " for 
tl1is ,,· purp.ose out; o·f : the :, reach o·f the 
poorer. members . o.f tl1e c·o.rnmunity/ . 

··Your Cc»minissione·rs co·nsider tl1at 
so·me quantity ·Sho·uld be obta·i:n.a.ble 
for a house.hold · without a pre.scrip- · 
tion from a medical practitioner· un
d.er · as strict, a sa,feguard .as · can be 
provided by rules and r·e,gulations not 

' ' ' ' 
to· exceed · th·e rate of: 

A. 24 . oz. ·0 1f Spirits, , 24 oz. of. W1i:ne, 
2 doz. 12 oz . . bottles O·f be.e.r .. or stout 
or, 

B~ 24 o·z. Sp1irits, 48 o·z. o.f Wine or, 

··· C; 24 oz; of Spir'its, 4 doz. 12 ·oz. bot
tile;s of · Bee·r or Stout 

ever)r three months, o·r the same· pro
portion mo·nthly or· half yearly, as th·e 
Board may deem citcumstance.s war
rant ·· • 

Your Commissioners · are of opind.:c»n 
that the· method o·f distribution in: the 
city and the · outports sh.o·uld be - left 
to a Boar·d of Control, under a sys
tem ·~of ide·ntific.ation · of tl1e applicant 
and the reco·rd1in.g of the quantities 
obtained. 

Y.our Co·mmissio.l'.1s tind, further, 
tl1at in the· present Act there . is no 
provision for the supply of liquor for 
the me·dical cl1e·st · of .. stea1ner:s . and 
ves3els . . 

· :.· T·l1e ·· question ·. of smuggling has also 
r :eceived . attention. · Fro·m , the ev ·
de11ce ·· gathered .. , there is good re:ason 
to · believe· that St .. · Pierre liquor finds 
it$··: way into• not only the west coast 
and south co.a.st, but also into· St. 
,TO·hn's and tl1e Nortl1ern Ba.ys . . Liquo·r 
is / smuggled fro·m many other place;s 
t11an St. Pierre. . , · · · .· 

Your Commissioners · are of 01P nio·n 
tl1at . in· o·rder to . successfully g1"ap·ple 
with . it, the · detective f 01rce . should be 
aug1nenited. · Its ;present . strength i~; 

to·o liirtadequate fo.r · the .constant vigil 
ance necessary to 'I CO;pe . witll liqU01r 
sn1u1gglirtg~ ·: Sp·ecial 1rewards m ·ght lJe 
offered '. to · police and customs officials 

Your Coinmissio·ners are c·onvihced 
ithat the succes:s of tl1e administration 
of the Pro1l1ib tion Law depends o.n
tl1e efficiency of' tl1e authority control
ling the distri~utio·n of liquors. They 

' ' :• ' 

are of o·pinion that the present dual 
' ·, . 

con1tro:I · sl1ould be abo1lisl1ed. , 
' I 

Yo·ur Com1nissioners have· consider-, 

ed . the· quest on of tl1e purity of liqu-
ors and are· of opinion tl1at no· liql1or 
sl1ould be sent out wl1icl1 has not 

l I _. 

been analyzed and tl1e analyst is sat-
isfie·d as to· its purity. 

Your · Co·mmissio·ners J1ave also con-
1sidered the que·stion 01f i11anufa.ctur
ing · o.f beer and stotit locally :and are 
of opin on that local i11anufacture of 
beers sl1ould be . allowe(l, provided 
manufacturers are a,Jlo·wed to sell 
only to the Board of Control 11er.ein
after recommended. 

Your Commissio·ners have consiclcr -
e·d· carefully the matter of provid·ing 
supplies of liquo·r fo·r beverage pur
po.ses purely, in limited quantit es . and 
under strict supervision, but they 
l1ave not found sufficient gro·unds to 

,.c .... 

justify in go:ing further t11an appears 
in· tl1is Report. , !. 

R,E C 01'11'IE N:O A'l~I () N. 
1. Tl1e retention <)f tl1e Department 

for tl1e purcl1ase~ d spenjng and dis
tributio·n of liquor. 

2. The aboli1tion of tl1~ office o.f tl1e 
Controller. 

' ' 

· 3. The placing of tl1e sole control 
of the · Departn1en t under a Bo.a rd of 
tb.re~ rnen1bers; a Medical Practition
er, a Clergyman, and . a , Business .Man, 
wl10· sl1all retire in ·. rotation, t11e nledi
cal pract 1tioner at the e·nd of the first 
year; tl1e clergyman at tl1e e·nd of t11e 
second year; and the business man. ,.at 
tl1e· end of the tl1ird year. Retirin~ 

members to be eligible for reappoint
ment. Appo:in1tment of original mem
bers and tl1e filling of vacancies to be 
made by tl1e Governo·r-in..,Cou11cil. 

4: Gr·antis to' be inade to Board and 
the . ac:eounts . to1 . be· aud. ted by the Au-
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,ditor General; 
Treasury. 

net profi1ts to be paid to 
. . ' 

5. The power . of . tl1e . Bo·a,.rd to .in
clude terms 0 1f eng~ge·ments of of

. fic.ials and ·servants and · all financial 

.arrange_ments to be · in the· Bo:ard. 

6. A general i11a.nager to, . be . ap
pointed to taJ{e· charge of the Depart-
1nent. Tl1e · pow~r . o·f appointn1ent, 
susp·ension, d'is,ni'isisal, and direction 
of the . general manager and otl;er of
.tic.ials .and servants to be· n the 
Bo·ar(l. 

7. Rules and Regulatio·ns (includ
ing penalties) after ap·pro·val by tl1e 
Governo·r-in-Coun.ci,l and publication 
in the Royal Gazette, t_o· ha.ve the· force 
of law. 

8. The B 1oa.rd to be given discre
tion to refuse to fill any prescription 

of any inedical practitione·r whom 
they find is not acting in accordance 
With the Act, witl1 a right to appeal 
to the Supren1e Co·urt · fo·r a.ny person 
aggrieved by tl1e action o.f the Boa.rd. 

· 9. To· make it an offence · for a,ny 
person to obta i1 a prescriptio·n under 
false · pretenses. 

10. Prescriptions to be filled in tl1e 
City . o·f St. John's only by the Depart
ment a.nd the Department to be kepit 
open at such hours on wo·rking day:s, 

· Sunda.ys and ho1lidays as tl1e · Board 
may from time to time appoint. 

11. The posse·ssion of a still for 'dis
til:Jation o.f sp r'its to· be an offence· 

. . ' 
and poisse·sssio·n itself to be prest1mp-
t.ive evidence oif possessio·n for distil
latio·n. 

12. The ma.nufacture, po.ssession, 
·sale, gift, or the· treating of any per
son to "mO·Onshine" to be an offence 
w tl1 · penalties double thoise prov'id.ed 

.. fo1r the illicit sale o·f liquors. 

13. The· right to· search and tl1e in
demnity in regard to search for illicit 

· manufacture, impo·rtat ·on and sa.Ie of 
liquors, 0 1r of possessio·n manufacture 

' ' ' 
.· ale, or gift of or treating persons to 
''moonsbine;,'' 9'f 9-f t.be po£.session of 

stills fo.r distillation to· be similar ·to 
the provis ·ans o·f the L·icensing . A.ct, 
1906. 

- 14. The Board to be ·given a:utho1rity 
·to · sell to the heads o·f households, 
and under rules and regulatio.ns, with 
penalties, certa:in quantities of liquo1rs 
not to exceed the rate of 

A. 24 O·Z. o.f Spirits, 24 oz .. of Wine·, 
2 do·z. 12 oz. bottles of Be·er or Sto·ut, 
or 

B. 24 ·or. of Spir ts, 48 oz. of Wine 
or 

C. 24 oz. Sp·irits, 4 doz~ 1.2 oz. bot
tles of Beer o,r Sto·ut 

every three months, or the sa-me pro
portion montl1ly or 11alf yearly, as the 
Board may deem circumstances war-

. rant . . 
15. Tr11e Bo·ard to be given autho,rity 

to sup·ply under rules and · regulations 
'\\rith penalties, vessels, and ste·amers, 
going co·a.st-wise or foreign, w tl1 li
quor' for medicinal purposes. 

. 16. Tl1e Bo.ard ·to· be given authority 
to supply under rules and regulations 

with penalties, n1anufacturer·s with li
quors for manufacturing purposes, 

·provided that where the ma.nufacture 
s not of medicines, essences, food,.. 

stuffs; or aer·ated waters, it ·shall be 
made non-pota.ble before it leaves the 
Department. 

17. The on.us o.f proo.f for offences 
under the · Act to be 0 1n the accused. 

18. · Imprisonment witho·ut the op
tion of a fine to be, imposed for· fo·urtt1 
and subsequent convictions from tl1e 
date o.f the new Act. 

19. Special rewards to be offered to 
p;olice o·fficers and cus·toms officers 
who sho1w marked viligance in enf arc
ing the Act . 

' 

20. Detect .ve fo·rce to· be incre·ased 
for the enforcement of the Act. 

21. No liquor seized by the police 
to be sent QUt until its purity is as
certa:ined by analysis. 

22. Manufacturers to be autho·rized 
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to sell to the Board of Co,ntrol sucl1 
beers and stout as the Board · n1ay 
order. · 

· 23. Provision to be made fo1r carry
ing o·n an educatio11al camp·a. gn on 
the detrimental effects · of drinking 
"dope:s" and "moo·nshine." 

24. The whole statute Jaw as amen
ded to be conso1lidated. . 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM F. LLOYD, 
Chaiir1nan. 

L. CURTIS, 
EDGAR JONES, 
T . . M. MITCHELL, 
A. R. ANDERSON, 
J. V. O'DEA, 

. GEO. F. GRIMES. 

HON. MR. MILLEY-Mr. President, 
I ·rise to o,ppose the seco·nd reading ol 
th ,s Bill, and 'in doing it is not my i11-
tentton to delay you with any lengthy 
remarks. I wish first of all to state 
that I have not been waited upo·n by 

·-
a 11y ·individuals, clerical or lay, asking 

. tl1at I take this stand, I am acting en-
ti rely upon my own con vi ct ons 
this- matter. 

• in 

I have no desire at this time to 
discuss the law now upon our Statute 
Books · o·r the one wl1ich is now before 
us, all I ask is that time be given so 
that all who· wish may l.t.ave an oppor
tun ty to give their views either fo·r 
or against, or in favour o,f some otl1er 
legislation, so that with all opini,ons 

be.fore us we may be better able to 
bring into force an act which will, 

as far as po.ssible, 11armo·nise tl1e 
many co·nfi · cting o·pinions which we 
are1 now up ag.ainst. 

• 

Just one word 11ere witl1 rega.rd. t o 
tl1e act now in fo·rce, or to lJe. more 
correct, . the act not in force. The 

Prime Minister stated in tl1e I)o,ver 
House, a day o·r two ago, if 11e is 
right'ly reported, that no helpful sug
gestio·ns had been o,ffered . by those 
opposing tl1e p·assing of tl1is ne"r act. 
We 11, I '.} 1 g · v e one for w h a.t i. t is 

worth. It is a fact well known to all 

that the Controller's department-

whicl1 is the department which has 

tl1e responsibility of carrying · out tl1~ 

Act-ha1s been staffed by individuals 
who are known to be o·pposed to the· . . . 
very principles of , t. In saying this I 

·,· 

do not blame or criticise these men 
because of their opinions, but I do 
blame sucessive· Governments f()r al
,Jo·wing tl1em to occupy · positions in 
wh ch they are asked to· carry out a 
law in whicl1 they do not believe. One 
of these very individuals has done 
more during 11is tenure of office ·to 
bring this co·untry into disrepute in 
the eyes of the outside w·o·rld, than all 
the rest of o·ur civil servants ·put to:.. 
gether a dozen times over. His . op· 
position · to the principles of the .Act 

were well known to· everybody, ancl I 
have very little hesitation in · sa)rirtg 
that he was appointed to tl1e position 
in order that the government of · that 
day might "take tb e lid off'1

' and g1' 

aJ1ead wl.th the o·pen a!ld gross v ·olu,
tions of tl1e la,,v which tl1ey conte111-
plp,ted when tl1cy i11troduce(l tl1e no
torious estimate rJf over $4.00,000 for 
intoxicating liquors~ N·ow, what am 

I driving at? Just tl1i1s, . i:_~lean out ~l1e 
Co·ntroller's Department, and pl1t in 
charge a staff wl10 are as notoriously 
in favor of the principles for v1l1icl1 
tl1e Act stands. a,s the past staffs 
lla,re been . O·pposed, . a11d see wl1at tl:e 
result will be. We a1~e told tl1at four 

.. 

ex-Mi11 ;sters of .J11st!cc" have P~~ '3.ten 

tl1a.t the Act Cf>Ulcl l10t be enforce(l. 
Did it ever occt1r to t11em to put ils 
r.arryi11g ot1t into · tl1e llandi.::; ~f 11Je11 

wl101 were anxio,us to do it? If it did 
then they were i1ever very anxious 
to flncl cut 'vl1e1J1e:~ 1111. law could l}e 

. . 
enfo1rced or not for no attempt was 
ever made alo·ng tl1ese lines. Imagine 
a business man to-day employing i.n 
b.is office o·r premis8s any n1an wl10 be 
kne·w was o·pposed to · tl1e very princi
ples upon wl1ich tl1e bus nesis 'va·s 
run. I have given · thi$.'. sug~esttou fot' 
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'vl1at it is wortl1, it is· put forward in 

answer· to tl1o·se who say that no al

ternative to t11e proposed legislatio11 
l1as been offered. I do: not wish it to 
be understo·o·d that I am _ n favor of 
tl1e present law, as it now stands·, but 
I · do think an ho·nest attempt should 
be nlade to carry it out, with some 
a1nendments that do not co·nflict witl1 
its principles, which will make it a 
commo·n sense law. 

Now my cl1ief reasons for opposing 
tl1e · seco·nd reading o·f th s Bi.11 are 
these. In tl1e first place, the number 
of protests, which do not so much op
·pose the measure, as ask for suffic
ient time for its co11sideration. These 
have come from gentlemen who· are 
held in high esteem in this commu-

• 

nity and we think they should not go 
unheeded. I migl1t mention Rev. Mr. 
Elliott, of St. Tho·mas', Rev. Canon 
S~·art of Heart's Co·ntent, Rev. Mr. 
Ruisted of Carbonear, Rev. Mr. Crack
nell, Rev. M.r. Higgitt, Recto•r of St. 
Paul's, Harbour Grace, and otl1ers 
whose names 11ave not yet been given 
to the public. Then I have no i1eed 
to mention individually the names of 
any Metl1o·dist Clergymen, for that 
denomination is entirely in sympathy 
'vith prohibitiot1 princ p.les. The fact 
that some o.f the iaity do not agree 
with their clergy is no reason that 
the opinions o.f these people should be 
c·onsidered sane and reaso·nable, 
while that o·f the clergy be absolutely 
igno·red. These gentlemen have the 
n1oral welfare o.f the commun ·ty at 
l1eart, are not perso·nal1y affected by 
either prohibitive o·r non-pr-ohibitive 
legislattion, but in the pursuance of 
tl1e r sacred calling they feel co·nvinc
ed that caution should be o·bserved 
before we rush thro·ugl1 a bil1 of t11i:s 
nature· without mature consideration. 
So·me people have been kind enough 
to cal.I these gentlemen cranks, · fana
tics and lunatics, yet when they w.1nt 
to be married, wl1en tl1ey want to 

·have their children batised, whe11 

tl1ey want tl1eir dead bur·e·d, when 
tl1ey want their sick ,and suffering to 
11ave the consolation that the Church 
alo·ne can offer, it is to those same 
cranks, fanatics and lunatics· that 
they send. No gentlemen, let us 
listen to these men, in so· fa.r a.s they 
ask f o·r delay, then between now and 
ne·xt sessio1n, they wi'll have ample 
opportunity to· cons der this legis,J.a
tion, proposing amendments or alter
native suggestions, which ca11 be sub
mitted to us at that time. It may be 
tl1at after due consideraition this very 
act will be the least objectionable un
der all the circumstances, and if so, it 
can then beco,me law with the con
sent of tho·se who seem now to be 
very much a.larmed about it. 

Jn the second place I ask for delay 
because we have not had time to con
sider what may be invo1lved in future 
yea.rs because of the precedent we es
tab'lish if we pa.ss- this bi·ll now. It is 
a well kno1w fac1t that hitl1erto all 
provinces, countr es or to·wns that 
11ave beco111e ''dry" by a vote of the 
people, that have since becon1e "wet" 
save so done by a further vote of tl1e 
people. I am not asking fo·r a plebis
ciite, but I am suggesting tl1at tl1e 
matter of a. plebiscite should . receive 
careful consideration before we pa:;s 
this act. 

It has been stated that this House 
will meet n J.anuary next, why not 
delay this matter unti:I then? In the· 
meantime the necessary thought can 
be given to it, and ins1tead of wasting 
a week or more, as we usua.lly do, at 
the 0 1pening, we can at once take up 
this legislation, which by then sho·uld 
be ready to co·me before us. 

While the Man·festo of tl1e Prime 
Minister referred to pro·hibitio.n, it 
wa.s not serio·usly co1nsider·ed duri11g 
the election camp1aign. The literature 
of the· op·psoing part· es· had no serious 
reference to it. As a matter of fact 
it i1s well known thart the whole issub 
of the election was "a clean up," and 
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.tl1e people asked for th1at i11 no· un
certain sound. It is my 11umble opin
ion that the 1iquo·r business was 11ot 
a factor in the elect on, at tl1e san1e 
time I am free to admit that the 
Prime Minister was elected upon a 
Manifesto which included the repeal 
of the preisent Acit, but in a manner 
which is 11ot tl1e one he 11as choseh 
to adopt. 

A a member 0 1f the Select Commit
tee wl1icl1 had tl1 s Bill in 11and, I 
11eard the protests of tl1ose wl10 ap
peared before us, tl1ey 'vere, for tl1e 
most part, courteously given, a.nd I 
wa.s co,nvi11ced that the welfare of 
tl1is community wa1s the motive that 
actuated them 0 1ne and a.11. I refused 
to sign the Report for that re.ason, 
and for that reason only, and I repeat 
that this House should defer legisla
tion on tl1is impc»rtant matter at tl1e 

• 
request of these gentlemen who· ap-
peared before· our Comn1ittee. 

One n1ore word. T·11ere is no c.la·ss 
11 Otlr community n1ore interested in 

t l1is busi11ess than the wo·men o.f our 
co·11ntry. I a1n not going to preach a 
f erni..on on t11e conditions into whicl1 
m any o.f o·ur women and children are 
thrust b0cause of the liquor traffic, 
but I am go.Jng to ask; in their behalt .. 
that tl1ey be given a chance to- nieet 
rr their several communitie1s, if they 

so desire, in order that tl1eir views 
IT' ay also come befo·re us. 

For these reasons Mr. President. I 
n1 ust O·PPO·Se tb e .seconcl rea.ding of 
tl15 s Bill. d tiring tl1is sessio11, in do·
ing this I a.n1 not con1m tting myself 
as to the merits, or me1nerits, of tl1e 
Bill. ais I do not feel called upon to 
consirler such at this time. 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH 
. 

congratulated Hon. Mr. Mo·rine O·n tl1~ 

comprehe·nsive and jJlu1ninating ad
dress he 11a.d g· ven. He fa,vored tl1e 

' 

· princip1e of tl1e Bill, not tl1at he had 
abated in .any wa)r his belief that tl1e 
desirable state was that of Prohjbi
tion. He did not agree wi1tl1 n1ai+y of 

the Ho,n. ge11tleman's observations, 
and tl1o·ugl1t Proh bition had nlore _ to 
its credit than was admitted, for "in
stance, tl1e closing of the bar. He· did 

•... . 

not think the reign · of lawlessness be-
gan with Prohibition and quoted 
figure's given by the M nister of ; Jus
tice a.s to arrests for · drunkeness, 
whicl1 he tl1ought disproved that, as 
fo1lows:-

In 1915 there were • • • • • • • • • • 714 
" 1916 618 • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

" 1917 87 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

'' 1918 (last year of war) 95 • • • • 

" 1919 228 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

" 1920 276 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

After· that tl1e ·number rose. 

I11 1921 there were . . . . . . . . . . . 241 
" 1922 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 606 
" 1923 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 610 

And for first six months of 1924 . 290 

As regards moonshining he did Iiot 
tl1ink there was nearly as ·- much as 
some people thought, and ·. was of 
opinion the number of stills was very 
few. In his opinion tl1e death kn el 
of the enforcement of Prol1ibition was 
sounded when the Corn wall was sent 
to Bonavista Bay to enforce the law, 
and tl1e proceedings made political 
issue of. The fact that four Ministers 
l1ad said it was unable to be enforced 
did not in 11is mind condemn its ef
fevtiveness. During the early , years 
of the Bill, it was comparatively effec
tive. He realized that the law · had 
not been perfectly kept, if, he s·aid, 
all laws were perfectly . kept, · wl1at 
need were tl1ere of men to deal witl1 
offenders. He added that in 1914 
25,000 persons voted in favour of Pro
hibition and only 5,000 against it. Wl1y 
was it then he asked it could not be 
carried out . 

MR. MORINE replied that it was 
impossible for the Government to en
force it. 

SIR P. T. McGratl1 stated tl1at the 
mass of the Outports wanted it, and 
the whole ma.G.llinery of jus.tice 11ad 
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. become so demoralized that at the 
present time it could not be enforced. 
If those who were responsible for 
putting the. Prohibition Law on the 
Statute Book were prepared to carry 
it out, Sir Patrick said he would vote 
for it again. · 

MR. MORINE interposed that 250,-
000 police would be necessary in the 
carrying out of it. 

SIR PATRICK McGRATH did not 
agree . that that was necessar.y, and 
quoted tl1e United States as an ex
ample . ... . 

MR. MORINE said it cost the U11ited 
States millions of dollars to try and 
enforce the law. 

SIR PATRICK McGRATH agreed 
and said it may cost them millions a 
few years longer, but the conditions in 
America were better as a result, and he 
was · convinced thattheProhi,bitionLaw 
had · done a great deal to add to the 
comfort and welfare of the people 
there, and he wished that the law 
could do the same here. Such. a state. 
of demoralization existed-dishonesty 
was · rife-that now, it was hard to 
enforce· the law, he added and the 
Government, not of to-day, but each in 
tltrn had. let the bars· down until tl1e 
\Vhole thing was a scandal. 

Because of the existing state of affairs 
Sir Patrick McGrath stated he would 
support the Bill "before the House and 
give it · a trial. A year ·· or · two would 
show ·. whether the experiment were 
satisfactory · or · not. The Act, he said, 
had a good many teeth in it and if the 
machi1iery provided were effective 
the result may be beneficial. 

He knew of cases during Prohibi
tion years of medical men getting 8 
or 10 ·books of ·scripts a month. If the 
nominal charge of $1 were made per 
script an income of · $100·0 a montl1 
woultl ·result. - And again of medical 
rn en ·from the Out ports selling scripts 
i11 town. They, however, were pros
eGuted and . fined. 

In reference to the Controller's . 
staff, he stated with one exception, 
they had acted honestly, and in the, 
case of that exception those in au
thority who permitted the wrong
doing were responsible. The sugges
tion to re-staff the Dept. came too late, 
he thought, it should have been done 
long ag·o. Sir Patrick McGrath said 
that a hearing should be accorde'd 
outsfders as members of the Temper
a.nee Societies or as individuals, but 
he did not admit that the welfa.re of 
the count~y was of greater · concern 
to them af~ it was to him. He ·was 
prepared to do his duty and give no
tice that as an amendment he. would 
ask that "a bottle a week" be substi
tuted for "a bottle a day." He would 
tl1en be prepared to support the Bill 
and give. the Government every as
sistance in enforcing it. 

MR. GIBBS congratulated the Gov
ernment on having the courage of his 
convictions in bringing in a Bill such 
as that before the House. In refer
ence. to the United States he said that 
it was quite a common practice for 
bootleggers to call at private houses 
for weekly orders. 

SIR P. T. McGRATH in reply stated 
that when the British Government 
a.sked Geddes to make his report in 
regard to Prohibition in the States 
he said that in the main it was a sue-· 
cess. 

HON. M. GIBBS did not consider 
that U.S.A., with its easy divorce la,vs, 
mur·ders, etc., was so prosperous as 
might be imagined. He considered 
tl1at a law could not be enforced 
\Vhich had not the sympathy nor the 
co-operation of the community, and 
i11en tioned Egypt, India and Ireland 
by way of example. In referring to 
those who voted for Prohibition he 
said some did so on advice and some 
\Vere grossly misled. 

The Honorable gentleman was in
cclrrect in his opinion as regards the 
number of stills. Within 120 miles 

• 
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of the city, go1ng north, he hea.rd 
from a reliable sour·ce that there were 
over 300 stills in operation, besides 
the large number in operation in the 
city itself. As re.gards the open bar, 
he was al ways opposed to it, but that 
was far eno.ugh to go. He thought 
the Police Statistics were no criter
ion as to the amount of drunkenness 
prevalent, as many drunks, particu
larly since Prohibition, kept off the 
streets when under· alcoholic influen
ces either through fear of arrest or 
o·f de,te,ction of the p.arties who fur-

. 
nished them with liq11or. Another 
horrible a.spect of the1 subject wa.s the 
use ·Of so1-c.alled substitute·s. When 
men h.a.d to r·esort eve1n to the con
sum.ption of sh.oe polish to· take the 
place· oif spirits. When the Bill goes 
into Committe·e· he· wo·uld h1a.ve so1m.e 
amendments to· pr·opose which he hop,
ed wo,u1ld be help·ful. He sup·p·orted 
the· se,~ond reading. 

HON. MR. MURPHY said it was all 
very well to talk o·f Prohibition but 
who was going to· e111fo1rce· the, la.w·? 
Are goo,d men to be penalized for the 
actions 0 1f the off ending. Th.at is just 
what Pro·hiibition has done and it is 
up to us to remedy the existing state 
of affairs. T'his ma.y not be an e1asy 
task but if the new law now being in
tr·oduced is fo,und unworkable in any 
resp·ect then by all means we c·an 
make room for amendments, as soo1n 
_a.s a.buses cr·o·p1 up. No state of affairs 
w·ould be any worse than that now 
existing. 

HON. MR. EL:LIS congratulated Mr. 
lVlorine upon his cle1ar explanation of 
the· new Bill which should go far to 
disp1e,1 the wro·ng impressions that 
w.ere curre,nt reg.a.r'ding it. 

As .a membe1r of the Jo1int Commit
tee, he had: gone, into the m.atter very 
tho·roughly-a.nd he, h,a.d decided to 
su.ppo,rt the principle, o.f the Bill be
cause he tho.ught it was the one most 
likely to be e.nforced. 

When this Bill was before the Sel-

ect Co1mmitte1e· o·f both . House.a, a few 
d,ays 1a.go1; he had endorsed its pl'1in
ciples, being convinced that. the Pro
hibition Act in force, in this country 
the ·past 8 years is unw:o,r·ka.ble· a.nd 
th.at thiis co·ndition gave· rise to law
lessnes.s throughout the country to · 
sucl1 an extent that resp,ect for our 
laws gene1rally would, he fea.re·d, so,on 
be held in utte·r conte·mpt. 

He was not altogether in agreement 
'\'Tith the means proposed to carry OUt 

the measure and intimated as much 
upon signing the Committee Report, 
making a reservation that registration 
or some form of machinery should be 
proposed to e11sure further restric
tions upon the issue of spirits. · 

All his · 1ife he had been connected 
with an institution whose main endea
vor was to check the. abuse of intoxi
cating drinks and for over half a cen
tury a good deal was accomplished in 
that direction. While thus engaged, 
though being fully a ware of the evils 
resulting from excessive indulgences, 
he had never regarded th.e deed as an 
unforgivable sin, and was always of 
the opinion, though voting to g'ive 
Prohibition a trial, that moral suasion 
helped on by Legislative enactment 
would be more effective than any Jnea
sure of an arbirary nature and the 
feeling was always stong and it is so 
to-day that when a person who arrives 
to the age of manhood his latitude to 
think and act should not be too close
ly circumscribed. He therefore thought 
that in this case every ma11 should be 
allowed reasonable scope to exercise 
his own judgment as to how far ha 
would make use of the privilege em
bodied in a Bill-such as the one. now 
before the House. 

The chief defect he saw in. the 11ew 
Bill was that it had no provisio11 for 
registration or other machinery · to 
prevent abuses in the way of parties 
getting excessive quantities of liquor. 
He believed in a system of individual 
licenses such as he understood they 
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4ad · in Sweden. Under this a man ap
plled for a certain · quantity each week 

or month and was issued a license ac
c'brdingly. In his opinion such an ap
plication for license in the case c>f a 
family should be counter-signed by 
tQe· wife .. and not issued other\vis8. 

., ' ' ·~ <' j' I • ' ' • ' • 

Tpis permit would have to be pro-
duced .at the Control Store every time 
a. ;quantity of liquor was sought. By 
tpis . means one· of the greatest op
PQ::rtunities for practising fraud would 
Qe . prevented. This would enable the 
Board to make a fairly close estimate 
o! the requirements in the way of li
quor from year to year. 

• HON. MR~ MORINE craved permis
sion to correct some of the statements 
rnade by Hon. Mr. Milley. He had stat
ed in his speech that the Premier's 
Manifesto said that "if a repeal Bill 
"-Tas introduced it would be as the re-. 
s·u1t ·of the work of a Commission "a 
Bill ·shall be introduced and referrel · 
to ·a Joint Committee of both Houses'' 

' . 

Which had been done. The only part 
. ' 

he ·thought to which exception might 
be ·taken was the statement "and be
f_ore which represP-ntative. people shall 
~e able to fully a111 freely express 
their views.''' Sufficient time may not 
have been given for that but a Co1n
mission would be appoi11ted after· the 
passing of the Bill which could · get 
all the information necessary during 
the next three months before the 

. ·. 

House meets aga.in. 

Now nothing had been said by ·him 
in any way criticizing the motives of 
those opposing this Bill, but on the 
contrary ulterior motives were attri-. . . 

buted to the members of the Govern-
ment and those supporting the Bill, 
and that is one of the sad things in 
connectio11 with .it, that people are 
ever prone 'to criticise and attribute 
motives. He did not yield to any man 
in this c·ountry in his claims as a Pro
hibitionist, but the Committee were. 
absolutely unanimous that the Pro
hibition Act had failed; the. Bill could 

not be enforced and they were com
pelled to introduce a Bill of this ··kind. 
Why was it not possible to differ with
out having ulterior motives? 

All the arguments he had heard from 
those not favouring the Bill had been 
of a criticising type, they ha.d offe.red 
11othing materially constructive and 
11e assured the Hon. Gentlemen that 
tl1e motives of the Government in con
structing this Bill were as pure as 
those of the Rev. gentlemen who had 
pleaded their cause at the Bar of the 
House. He was convinced that they 
\Vere sincere but he was also convinc-
ed that they were wrong. 

As to Hon. Mr. Milley's statement 
that the. Controller's Department had 
never been properly staffed he con
curred, but surely the Controller was 
riot to be blamed for the existing traf
fic in dope. and smuggling and inoon
sl1ining. By the passing of this Act an 
efficient Board of Control will be in
vested with adequate powers "so that 
there will be no excuse for failure of 
e11forcement. 

He also reminded Sir P. T. McGrath 
that statistics very often lie. The· num
ber of a,rrests for drunkenness in the 
city was no proof of '\Vhat was hap
pening in the outports and many rea
sons were accountable for the falling 
off of the number of arr·ests in 1917 
for drunkenness other than the actual 
enforcement of Prohibition, such as 
tl1e number who enlisted for war ser
vice, the feeling against Prohibition 
as well as it being a. general "dope" 
period. · 

As far as the use of stills were con
cerned it was se.emingly very genara
al, and in 1919 on the North Side of 
Bonavista Bay, nea.rly every house had 
a still. But when he had made an hon
est atte.mpt with Magistrate Miffin to 
remedy this state of affairs, the action 
v;as made use of as a political wea
pon against him and the new Govern
ment did not follow · matters up to a 
proper seque.nce and enforce the. law. 

• 
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After h c :~-, . t e ornwall inci~ent and the'~te.r of fact he was desirous of it. This 
New Government came 1n and par-~; Bill, he argued, was to give. men de
do~ed the, offen~ers, the whole ma-~cei1t drinking. and he believed it 
chinery of keeping the law lJroke ',~would have the support of 90 per 
down, as the Government had shown ~cent. of the people and be enforced 
itself in sympathy with the people whor; .~· with their aid . . , 
broke the law. ~ · ~ SIR P. T. McGR.ATH said again that 

Mr. Morine said when he spoke tt•e death blo"\v to . Prohibition was 
the Prohibition Act as beingunenforce-~ g·j,.-en when the law was made a poli
able~ he referred to the condition of · tical issue of jn Bonavista Bay. It~ 
public and political sentiment. No· descent after that was disastrous. He 
Government since 1919 ha:d tried in cc·ntended that at the outset the pub
even. one insta~ce to enforce it, andl l!c 'ver.e disposeJ to respect and live 
he did not believe any Governmentf ·up to it, and aclhere~ to his opinion 
could be composed whicl1 would en-~ that if the people had riot wanted it 
force it. There are other matters, and tlltY would not 11a, ... e voted for it. 
if this were made as the breaking MR MORINE "d . . sa1 many voted . for 
point and defeated Government after Prohi·b·t· b f 1 . . . . i ion ecause o . re igious and . 
Government, we might have others t · t• t• · . . pa rio ic sen ·1ment, and after doing so 
coming in power which might do 
much . worse in other respects . Take 
the late Government from 1919 to 
1923, their first act was to dismiss tl1e 
charges against the Flat Islanders and · 
transfer the best Magistrate in the : 
country to some more remote place 
and embark on the selling of liqt1ors 
by wholesale, and put the control in 
the hands of Meaney, and to-day they 
are Temperance. advocates. In his op
inion you cannot get a Government in 
this country so composed· that it will 
make an issue of strict enforcement of 
the Prohibition Act and put it in full 
practice and when he. said it is unen
forcea.ble, he comprised within his 
view e.verything of that nature. We 
pass laws and never enforce them and 
that is going on and is bound to go 
on. 

Mr. Morine stated that politically, 
geograpically and educationally, the 
conditions were such as to malre it 
impossible to carry out the law. The 
reason that it did not get the support 
v1as largely due, he considered to the 
fact that people did not believe in it, : 
and it did n·ot get their sympathy on 
that account. He did not believe that 
every man who ,,·as a 'wet' was op
posed to good Government, as a mat-

\Vere sorry. 

SIR P. T. McGRATH pointed out 
that smuggling was not a matter of 
Prohibition times only. He gave an in
stance of a tremendous smuggling 
crusade many years ago, organized 
because of the smuggling of liquor in
to the stores and basements along the 
waterfront of St. John's. Neither he 
contended was 'dope' a new thing. He 
remembered cases, _ years ago, of pro
minent men getting drunn on Jamacia 
ginger, and a regular business \Vas 
tlone in Beef. Iron and Wine and later 
Tanlac. He stated he would vote again 
for a Prohibition Bill. if there were a 
prospect of its being enacted and en
forced, for conditions would be mucl1 
better. 

The motion being put was carried 
and the Bill was read a se.cond time 

' and will be committed on to-morrow. 

House then adjourned until to-mor
row, Friday. at 4 o'clock. 

FRIDAY, "Aug. 15, · 1924 . . 
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to ad-

• Journment. 

The House went into Committee on 
the Bill respecting Alcoholic Liquors. 

Hon. Mr.. Murphy in . the chair. 
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HON. MR. GIBBS moved as an am

endment to Section 3 that members 
of the Board of Liquor Control should 
h·old office "during good 1behaviour" in
stead of "during pleasure." He pc)int
ed out that the .. . powers given the 
Board were very great, in fact no 
other person in the Government's em
ploy is vested with sucl1 powers. It 
will have the control of the expendi
ture and collection of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars free -from con
trol except an audit of accounts. . It 
may pledge borrowed money. guaran
tee loans, but in the most important 
essentials, that is the personnel of the 
Board, the officials come under the 
control of the powers that be. You 
cannot have efficiency and h.onesty 
\Vhen the Board and its officials are 
subjecte.d to political control, at least 
11ot in this country. There will be 
branches opened, officials will be re
quired in those branches, and the 
party supporter will go to his repre-
sentative · and demand one of 
the positions. The represent-
ative having to depend upon 
the votes of the applicant and · h'is 
friends to reta.in his seat n the· Leg
islature, will bring pressure to bear 
upon the Board to have his political 
supporter ap·pointecl, not t)eeal1se he 
is the most capable of applicants. llut 
becat1se he has sufficien: polit cal pull 
to get the positio·n. In tl1is n1a11ner 
will the work of the Bo·arcl l)e rer1(ler
ed ·nugatory, and instead of efficient 
administration there· will be the very 
o·ppos te . H ;o .~or1tn.nded t~ ~·l if tl1e 
members corJ.8tit1tti11~~ the Boi;'l.rll ,,~ere 

' ' 

to b.old office during pleaJSure, they 
would be subject to the co·ntrol and 
dominatio·n of the pO·\\"•Jr .. ~ t11at 1) 3 , ilt1d 

would carry out tl1e wishes o·f tl1e 
. GovernmE=~nt in po,ver at the time·. In 

. . 
other ,V.l)rds, he added, the B:o·ard 
would be made a political football 
of as the Controllers De·pa.rtment was 
in the pa.st. He thought tl1at th · s ·· 
amendment would ·be not only fair · 
to the Board wl1icl1 should be ap-

pointed, but would al1so be greatly to . 
the co,untry's interest in the carrying 
out of the Bill. 

MR. lVIORINE replietl that the suc
cess of tl1e Bi:Il depended upon · the 
way in which t ·he members of the 
Board carried out the·ir dut es. He 
stated tha.t. when the Act was drafted 
two argurnents appeared whicl1 were 
met by a compromise. . In the first 
place if tl1e meml)ers were appo-int~d 
during go·od l>el1aviou·s, no matter how 
in.competent the )? proved the Gover11-
meu.t wo·uld have to sit helplessly by 
for, he added, me·mbers holding office 
on good behavious cannot be remo.ved 
because of old age or ineffic ency. On 
tl1e other hand, he · said, if office is 
held during pleasure, the Go·ver11ment' . 
if displea.sed ·could d'ischarge mem
bers who were not giving satisfactio11. 
If it wer·e a pol tical Board; Mr. Mor
ine considered, it wa.s p·o:Iitical b11si
ness, and the Go·vernment sho1uld be 
respons ble.. To meet this, · it was 
proposed tl1at the Chairman hold . office 
during good behaviour and the other 
men1ber:s during pleasure; so that the 
two member s co1uld be remo.ved if the 
Board were not functio·ning properly, 
but this had been overruled, ~nd it 
was decided to appoint all three dt1r
ing pleasure. After all the respon
sible Government of the cou11tr-v ' w 

shou,ld ·nterfere and ap·p·O·int others 
who would. 

SIR P. T. McGRATH . thought that 
the Bill called for a superman as · 
Cha.irman.· If a w·rong ma.n were ap .. · 
PO·inted the Bill in his op•inio·n would "· 
be wrecked. If he proved a hea1- · 
strong man he could no1t be interfer
ed with and a farce would be niad~ (}f 

the 'Yh·ole thing. The hoild ng of office . 
during' good behaviour, Sir Patrick · 
tho·ught would act a1s a check. · He re-
f erred to· the fa.ct of the· Auditor Gen
eral as one :holding O·ffice on go.od be-. 
ha viour · and he considered · that it had 
not in any way affected his posit 011. 
The Hospital Board was also· mention-
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ed a:s. .· being non-partisan. This B.oard, 
he ·. said; had jurisdiction ayer Sud ... 
bury Hospital, the Sanitarium and 
G·eneral and he did not think any 
me·mber had ever been assa:iled 0 1r in
terfered with because ·of political opin
ion. He th·ought that if the right men 

' ' . 
were appointed to the· po·s tio·n on the 
Liquor Control Bo·ard, neither would 
they b·e interfered with. T·he great 

. . ~ ; . . 

dlfficu:lty, 11o·wever, in his o·pinion, ,~las 
' ···:· . 

to' get the kind of men to carry the 
.. ' . 

law out · as desired. 

.. MR. GIBBS thought .that to· contrast 
the··. duties orf the Hosp tal Board with 
tl1ose of the ·Control Boa.rd was rid
iculous. In' the first place he said 
th·at the Medical Board had no patron-. 
a:ge at its disposal, no positions to of
fer, while the Board of Liquor Control 
had to ap·point e·ve·ry officer, clerk or 
o·ther employee required for the op
eration. ·of . the Act from one end of 
N e·wfound'land to the other, and he 
thought that they should be free from 
Government Controll. If on the other 

·~ 

han·d,, the Go·vernment wanted to as-
sume the responsibility as in the case 
of other departments, he did not see 
why they should not. Judging from, 
his experience, he added, that a man 
who cate·red to the whims of a Go·v
ernment got more out o·f it tha11 ·a 
man · .who faithfully and honestly per
f,ormed his duties. · 

HON MR. MORINE differed . w th 
Mr .. Gibbs in the idea that the faithft1l 
official did not re·a.p the reward due 
him. . He considered such men. had 
tlle respect o.f all Go1vernments an,1 
were pra.ctically able to, defy the Gov
ern1nent. Then as regards the Board 
being r·espons:ible for appointments, 
purchasing 1 quors, etc., .lie consider
ed . this the better way, rather than 
have an already overburdened Gover
nor-in-Council with the usua.I list of 
po1litical heelers, appoint·ing officials, 
purch.a.sing liquo·r·s, etc. If a reliable 
and competent Boa.rd ~ s appoi11ted, 
why sho·uld the Go.vernment be made 

to bear the· additional reisponsibi:Iity 
which is bound to O·ccur? It is one of; 
the greatest advantages fo1r a Govern- · 
n1ent to be ;able to rely 0 1n a good and '. 
comp·eten1t B·oard and · it ·. is fo·r ·.this 
r·easo·n that such a Board has bee·n; 
constituted. It would ·. soon be ·seen · 
tl1at this B·o1ard would be a·s sourid 
as "the Rock of Gibra.ltar," and they 
could be rel ed upon to thoroughly 
enfo.rce tl1e law .a.s .it Will be C0ll1J)Os-· 
ed only of capable men .· with ,public' 
confidences . 

I-ION. MR. GIBBS knew fro111 evper-· 
ie11ce heads O·f Dep·a.rtments have bee1~ 
overridden and tl1ings done over their 

' . ' . . . ' ' ' ' 

heads. Here we have an Act "rhich af-
. 

fects tl1e whole country and it is o·nly . . . 
natural to expect that great pres.surt? 
will be brought to· bear o·n tl1em .bY 
thoise desirous of obtain ng pr'ivileges, 

- ' . . ' . ' 

whereas i_f they · were entirely .. free 
froin1 Government co·ntrol th.ey could 

' ' ' 

deal . with such matters without in- · 
terf erence of any kind.· . . . . . 

HON. MR. SHEA tl1ought that the 
faithful performance and operation of 
the Bil:l depended · entirely upon the 
calibre of men appojnted. Wh 1st he 
a greed ·,vith Sir Patrick McGrath · that 
it wo·uld be a hard task to get three 
co·mp.etent men, we must, neverthe
less . place thoro·ugh · confidence in 
them once they are obtained. · He 
vvould give the Board unqualified' 
powers and put no restrictio·n on 
them. He hoped the· Government 
would find them, and they an·d the 
peo·ple 'vould have to·· put their trust 
in them. He thought · the ' Government 

' . 

would have to1 take the ch·ance of get.: 
t ng the right men, and that · the 
a.mendment shot1ld. not go· in. 

The amendment being put was 101st., 
the section passed 
form. 

in its 
. . . . or1g1na1 

HON. l\1R. GIBBS tho,ught tl1at tl1e 
,• 

a.cceptance of Section 5 woulq ··, be · 
creating a dang.erous precedent. . It 
re·ads : ~"The Bo1ard or any 1ne111!ler 
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tl1ereof may not be pro.secuted for 
doing or omitting to d·o· and act in the 
performance o·f its ·or h s· duties pre
scribed by this Act, unle;ss by . consent 
of the Minister o.f Justice." 

If any ordina.ry individual not a 
member of the Board, breaks the law, 
he is at 01nce prosecuted, but here it 
is left to the Min ster of Justice, wl10 
is himself influenced by - politics to 
give consent or withhold . it for the 
taking of legal proceedings. He 
thought it a dangerous pre·cedent to 
establish in a Bill of this character. 

HON. MR. MORINE wished it to ba 
c.Iearly understood that this was not 
creating a precedent. The Section 
had been taken verb'atim from the 
Quebec and Alberta .Acts and is in
tended to p·revent the Board from be
ing harassed continually by all so·rts 
of petty complaints. He further 
pointed out that in any crim ·nal pro
ceedings the Minister of Justice ca11 
refuse to carry on. 

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH thought 
an explanation of the Section was un
necessary as it w.as clearly intended 
to prevent a needless waste of ex .. 
pense by charges of a visio·nary char
acter be ng piled up. It had even 
bP:en found nec.essary in Eng:la.nd a 
fe'\v years ago to P·asis a special Act 
of Pa.rliament to prevent a madman 
fr·o'm taking action against the King. 

HON. MR. ELLIS said ther·e were 
two po:ints on which he was quite 
sat•isfied: First, ·n that the Prime 
Minister was quite· justified, in 'Tiew 
of the conditions existing throughout 
the country in mak ng a declaration 
in his .Manifesto that he wol1ld deal 
with this liquo·r questio1n, and second, 
that his G·o·vernment were also justi · 
fled in concluding that the peo·ple 
were desirous o.f obta ning a qua.ntit:y 
of liquo·r. The report of the Co.mm.is-· 
sio1n ap·pointed in 1920 which was be·· 
fore the Joint Committee and which 
Hon. Mr. Morine included in h s 

speech yesterday recommending . th_a.t 

a limited quantity· of liquo·r for famil)· 

use a.nd social re·quirem~nts . be pro
vided for the p·eople. ..That ·C.6·mniittee 
was composed o.f representat ves··· of 

· ~ ' ' : 

every shade o.f opin•io·n on this ques.:. 
·, ' l t ' 

ti on and as was pointed ooti't ·. by l\fr. 
. ' . . ;. \ . : . . 

Morine yesterday, practically 22 of its 
24 recommendations are included in 

. ., 

the present Bill. W:ith the ma 11 ... 

princ•iple of the · Bill he was in full . . . 

accord but of co.urse did not sub · 
scribe to ever·y detail o·f · i·t. · One to 
wl1ich he to·ok exception is. that .ther.e .. 
s no p·rovision for registrati()n wh•ich 
provision he sincerely believed wou:Id 
be mo,st essential in en:abling tl1e peo
ple to give expression to their wishes 
as to the use they w·ould make of the 

' . I ' 

privileges gra.nted by the Act and the 
prevent on of ,, abuses of the measure: 
and he proposed an amendment to 
co·ver that point, as follows:-

"To P·Ut into O·peration a svstem of 
• 

registration o.f applicants fo;r spirits 
and the issuing o.f individual ·perm ts 
therefor to the residents of ,· this 
co·untry and th.at no spir1its shall be 
sold or d·eliver·e·d to· .a,ny person un
le·ss he· has been so r·egistere.d and 

" . 

issued a. pe,rmit and all a.pplications 
for such permits sha:ll in the case of 
a marr·ied m.an be countersigned by 
his Wiif e." 

HON. MR.. MORINE said the Gov
ernment appreciated the supp·ort 
the pre1v.io.us spe·a.ker ha.d given the 
Bill. Hi.s good wo·r·k for the cause of 
Ten1perance· w:a.s well known and he 
therefore reg·retted th.at the Gove1rn
me11t could not a.cce;pt his amendm.e·nt. 
It w.a.s 1absolutely unworkable, not 
so·und in p·r'inciple and would cause a 
great amount of detail work that would 
cause unnecessary trouble and delay. 
He· h:a,d neve·r thought , he. wa,s a man 
w:itl1 siniste·r de,signs, . but now be-ing. 
unmarr'ie1d him.self he wishes to in
te.rfer.e with .all marrie·d men . in .. the 
co11ntry .and put a pre1mium on celi_
bacy. If this passe·d, no man . w·h.o 



wante;d a drink would dar·e get ma.r
ried . as he wo·uld h,ave. a .. continual 
figl1t w·ith his wife, on the_ contr:ary . 
she could . get all she wanted. It .was . 
indeed ... a funny i1dea to hold that a 
man _ .who c:ouldn't r·e,sist the· .. temp-,. 
tation 01f .. a bottle a da.y and might be 
suffering fr·o·m . the . effects .. ove·rnight 
c,a11 be trusted to sit do·wn and make 
a cool c.alculat,ion for the amount of 
liquor he· . wo·uld . con.sume in a . year . 
a.nd . as to the m.an's wife having a say 
in the amount he should r·e·quire, in 
his op-inio·n, the o·nly re.suilt it would 

. . 
brir1g _would be a gre·at amount of do-
mestic discord. We ha.ve e1the·r to 
trust to moral suasion or Prohibition 
and in this country, P'rohibitton has 
only prove1n itself to be· a . great te·mp
tation and a stimulator· oif public 
tastes. First we had dop·e, then mo·on
shi°iiing and smuggl1ing and in so far 
a.s a re.str:a.int is put on people, a 
pr&1nium is put on and men get a 
taste for them. Per·ha.ps the be.st re
straint on this sort of thing would be 
to give p.e·o·p·le the best kin·d of cheap 
liqtl'or·. 

HON. SIR P. T. Mc.GRATH sug
gested that .in spite o,f the. Ho·n. Ge·n
tlem.an.'s playful co·nsider.ation of 
the· matter Hon. Mr·. _Eilis's sugge,s ... 

··I. 

tion was .entitled to more serious con
side·ration. As regards the pe·rmit, we 
had Mr. Mor:ine',s a.dmission that in 
Alberta some form of p.e·rmit i.s in 
vogue: · It was there,fore not unre·a
sona ble nor impossible. He thought" · 
some ste·p1s should be de,vised for 
dealing with · distribution by the 
Board. : In Sw'ede:n, unde:r the Gotten
burg syste.m · every man · 1i:s licensed, 
and suc·h lic:e·nce· must be p·re.sente,d 
bef.ore he, can obtain a bottle. He 
suggested ·Hon. M:r. Ellis',s amend-
1nent might co·me be.fore the pro:pose·d 
Commission for · co·nsideration be·fo.re 
the: nex't session. 

HON .. MR. ELLIS did not think hi.s 
suggestion would cause frictio·n in 
the 11o·me. He doubted whethe·r the 
Hon. Gentlema.n understood the tern-

" 

pera.n1ent o.f the people of this coun:... · 
try· where such · matters ·w·ould be con...: 
sidered joint1ly by hu.sbai1d .and wife. ·· 
He dd·d n.ot se·e why · hi.s suggestion 
should cause mirth; he himself was 
pe·rfectly se·rious about . it. He . was 
not .bound as to the qua.ntitie·s to be 
supplied, but he ho·pe·d in time to see . 

' the bill i.n much better . form .· than it 
is to-day . .. 

The House took . rece·ss until 7 .30,· ... 
P.m. . . ., . 

' ' 

House resumed at. 7.30 p.m. ·.· 

SIIl P. rr.. +v!cG RA TI-I p.ro·posed , as ·. 
an amendn1ent to ~e-ction D., p1ara
grapl1 23 that the word ~Day' be stric
ken out and the \VO·rd 'Wee,k' . substi- .. 

~ . ~ 

tuted. Which, ~e adde·d, . briefly .me·ant , , 
that inste·a.d of a bottle a. day, . a . bot- .. ··· 
tle a week only could . be procured . . 

,• '. 

He assume-d that the object of the .·. 
Bi,11 wa.s to· allow people- to rece:ive a ,. 
re·ason.a.ble .a.mount in moderate· quan
tities for medicinal, family or social 
uses~an·d n·ot sufficient for abuse: He 
felt s.afe 1i:n saying that in a.dvocating 
a mo-dification o.f the Pr·ohibition La.,v 
men never e,xpected the· pendulu1n ·to · · 
swing SO· far·. Mr. Smith, a,s Secreta.ry ·,· 
of the Mo.dera.te Proh-ibition '· Mo·ve
me·nt,· had writte.n· .a letter to · the ~ 

Telegram some time ago, , Sir Patrick· 
added, in which he had 'rubbed it in · · 
to the extremists who ha.d opposed · 
vigorously his motion f o·r a bottle a . 
week," ·now, he continue·d,. . the·y. were ::· 
to be cursed with a bottle a day. A 
message from James D. Munn voiced 
the sentiments ex.pre1sse·d in the 

. ' 

amendment and he ailso· had the op-. ' 

portunity of knowing that a number 
nf f~o111a11 Catholic Clergymen h.ad ex
pressed the·mselves as favo·rable to it. 
The sm.o-u11t of whisky -se'nt out week
ly f1~om th.e· Contr·oller'.s · Depa.rtment 
was roughly · 600 bottles, that 
was 100 p-er· day ·he co·ntinued, and 
this met the· dein.a.nds o.f th-e outp1orts, :
city, and drug stores, and 400 b-ottles .. · 
o.f rum which went to all p-a.rts of the ·· · 

.' 

Island. That, he sa1id 
' 

creditable than what one. 

was more ~, .. 

hears or 
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reads of. "A bottle .a day" wo·uld lead 
to a much greater output of liquor. 
He tl1en formally moved the amend
ment of a, bottle! a week as the maxi-

• 

mu1_n quantity to be, procured. 

MR. MORINE explained tl1at the 
section referred. to di<I not mean tl1.at 
tl1ere shou1d be a b·ottle a day sold 
to a11y one1 pe·rson but that it simply 
limited the· amount that one person 
inigl1t buy for his wl1ole family whicl1 
perl1ap.s was a family of seven. He 
stated that · tl1ere was n·01 compulsion 
to purcha.se a bottle'; a phial full or 
a gill might be procure·d. The bottle 
a day was the· ld,mit that could be ob
tainecl accor·ding to the Act. He con
sidered tl1at the cause ·O·f the dope 
trouble .a,nd smuggling was· re·striction 
·and that the atte·mpt to prol1ibit re·a
sonable and libe·ral quanti1ties increas
ed temptation. If you could do a.way 
with n1o·onsl1ine and smuggling .and 
theJ1 enforce Prohibition it would be 
a dl:fferent matter. In his mind Sir 
P T . McGratl1 was t11e· victim of sta
tistics and was a;lways quoting fro111 

. them but never dre·w the right morals 
from tl1em. . . Sir Patrick had said 50 
cases a week w·as the maxi:mum o·f 
tl1e Controlle·r's Department but it 
was well . known that much more tl1an 
tl1is amount was being consun1ed i11 
tl1e country. Where does it come 
fro1n? And wl1y ·all the drunkenness 
if this were· true·? It is bec.ause· smug
f!"ling has go,ne, on wl1olesale, . mo.on
sl1,i11ing · uncl1ecked and the Govern_-

. ment 11ad strong reason , for belief 
that muc11 liquor co·ming in for tran
sl1ipme·nt is consumed he,re. He fur
tl1er 11eld that the· attempt to pro
hibit having fad1ed if any reistrictio,ns 
·are to be on .at all tl1ey must be so 
reasonable that 99 p.c. of the pe'o·ple 
would want to· upho1d them. He 
wisl1e·d to remind th·O·Se through tl1e 
country · who 11ad protested against 

· the B-ill that there is no· compulsion 
in the Act to force· any man to drjnk 
any . specified a.m·o·unt of 1iquor; for 

· -fro1n · it, great c·are· has been made to 

• 

provid·e the Board with. powers to· re_. 
fuse to· sell to drunkartls and others 
who are duly co·vered by provisio·n. If 
w·e were to· adopt the . amendment 
which h.as been offe·red it would 
mer·ely be endorsing anothe·r fo.rm of 
Prol1jbiti1o·n on .a smaller scale which 
·tl1e Government was no·t prepared to 
do. He could not accept th.e amend
n1ent an,d aske·d the House to r·eject it. 

HON. MR . . GIBBS agre!ed with the 
pre.vious spe1aker th,at such restric
tio·ns as a bottle a we·ek would on1ly 
be a milder form of Prohibition and 
was contrary to th.e rights of the peo- . 
ple. He then we·nt on to sh,ow by el
abor.ate r·easoning 11ow the state had 
no more right to interfere with a 

· man's choosing his own drink than it 
cl id with his own food. We have. cer
tain natural rights and it is not be
cause some abuse those rights . that 
tl1ey are to be taken away. It is the 
duty of tl1e State to limit and not to 
destroy. A State that tries to takeaway 
rigl1ts from its citizens is doing the op
J)Osite to wl1at it should. If we say a 
i11an sl1all have i10 inore tl1an a bot
tle a week, they will break the law to 
get it elsewhere, by smuggling 
11ere in St. John's every week, and 
scarcely a vessel or steamer · toucl1ing 
(~Ur shores but has · J.t on board. 'rhis 
section did not mean everyone was 
going to get a bottle a day; some 
cc.uld not get one ·a month. It is not 
because some people abuse a right we 
sl1ould take it away from others who 
do not abuse the privilege. More peo
ple die from over-eati11g than from 
over-drinking. Because one n1an con
su1nes too much meat and gets sick, 
sl1ould we say to his neighbour you 
ca.nnot 11ave so mucl1 meat because 
ycur neighbour got sick. Tl1e figures 
as to consumption quoted are no cri
terion of the quantity consumed in 
this country. There. are places in the 
cou11try where you can get cl1ampagne 
and brands of whisky never seen at 
the Controller's. any amount of it. 
Then take the United States with it~ 
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records · as tl1e greatest drug consum
.. in·g .. country 'in · the world. More peo
ple -are treated there ' tl1an . anywhere 
else· and tl1e use of drugs has increas
ed .. ·· nearly a thousandfold since Pro
l1j.bition came into force . 

HON. P. T. McGRATH referred the 
. . . 

attention of the House to tl1e section 
regarding . s:pecial ... safeguards and 
said he thought it had been included 

' ' (1' I ' ·• .j' • 

11ere · because this was the kernel of 
. . . 

the Act and the section most likely 
. ' . ·. 

to be abused. . 

. Tl1e amendment being put was lost 
on .division, those appearing in favor: 
Hons. Sir Patrick McGrath and \V. J . 
Ellis; and aga.inst: Hons. Sir M. G. 
W~nter, Gibbs, Power, Shea, Steer, 
Ryan and Morine. 

The section as originally in the Bill 
then passed. 

· The Committe.e reported the Bill 
passed with some ·amendment, and 
with tl1e unanimous consent of · the 
House is . was read a third time and 
passed. · 

HON. MR. GIBBS had intended mov-
ing a further section providing . tl1at 

,.. . . . . . . " . 

·no member of the Government or Leg-.. . ·:· . . . . . . 

j~lat.ure . migl1t have any dealings. with 
tl1e Board in' the purchase or sale or . . . . . 

receiving or giving of commissions in . . . 

connection with the sale of liquor, 
but . tl1ought · perhaps this should be 
provided . for . under the Legislative 
Di.sabilities Act. 

HON. MR. MO·RINE was mucl1 im
pressed with the idea of such a pro
vision but thought it would better 
come under the Act referred to. 

... 

HON. MR. GIBBS knew if all mem--
bers of the Government were actuated 

. . . 

by the example of the leader of the 
. . . 

Government there would be no da11ger 
He understood that that gentleman 

' . 

was ·accepting no patronage whatso-
ever· for his firm and thought that a 

' . . . 

splendid example. 

. · On ~ mqtion, of. lion. Mr. Morine and 

with unanimous consent, tl1e Bill re
specting Labrador Railway Extension 
providing rnierely for · an extension 
of time for the rights granted under 
this Act, was put through all stages 
and passed. 

Bill respecting the Departme11t of 
Finance and Customs was read a first, 
and by consent, a second time. 

HON. MR. MORINE explained that 
this Bill provided for tl1e appointment 
of a Deputy Minister of Customs who 
should act for the whole Island a.nd 
be separated from tl1e official known 
a,.s tl1e Assistant Collector of Customs 
who shall 11ave to do with the affairs 
of the port of St. John's. 

Bill passed through Committee stage 
without amendment, and by consent 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The Bill entitled "An Act Respect .. 
ing Certain Retiring Allowance" was 
read a first time. 

In moving the second reading Mr. 
Morine explained that none of the 
persons, whose names were to be 
found on the list, had been retired un
der t11e present Governn1ent, but un ... 
der tl1e past and previous Govern
ments and by Minute of Cou11cil. 
These people had been retired a.nd 
tl1eir successors named and it was the 
intention of tl1e Government to pro
vide the necessary authority. 

Tl1e Bill and also the Supplement
ary Public Service Bill passed through 
the various stag.es without amend
ment. 

The Bill entitled "An Act to Con
firm an Agreement between the Gov
ernment and the Gander Valley Pow
er & Paper Company, Ld.," was read 
a first time. 

In moving the second reading Mr. 
Morine stated that t~e Bill was prac
tically completed before the present 
Government had come into office. In its 
main provisions it follows the Hum
ber s_cheme, he added, its distingulsh
ing feature .being that it did not as.k 
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for ·endorsement. Tl1e Reids have ac-
quired a large portion of the lands by 
purcl1ase in Gander River Valley and 
proposed to erect there one mill at 
the mouth of tl1e river and another 
farther up. As to which would be pro
ceeded with first was dependent 01.1 

·the . engineers. He confidently believ· 
ed · that when tl1e G a n d e r 
p r o p o s a I .· composed favorably 
'vitl1 the Humber · and tl1e other 
larger industries of tl1e country. All 
tl1is would depend upon tl1e Bill 11ass-
drtg tl1is session of the House so that 
n;ecessary capital might be raised. As 
is us_ual in a Bill of this King tl1ere 
a,re certain privileges requested, pre
cendent for whicl1 had been establish
ecl the passing of the "Humber Act." 
I-le · had fought against the granting 
of such· privileges in past years but 
tl1e . Bills were put through and thus 
the status .for all great enterprises 
in this country has been fixed. We 
need the- labor and employment now 
just as much as we did in tl1e days of 
tl1e passing · of tl1e Hl1mber and witl1 
tl1is . i11 . view he could see no reason 
.wl1icl1 would justify _tl1en1 in refusing 
-ir1 tl1is. case concessions that 11ave 
~been given to otl1ers. The Govern1nent 
had . already settled certain amend-
111ents . ii1 tl1e original Bill re the ex
propriation of lands, etc., 'vhich 
sligl1tly n1odified it in this respect. 

Tl1e Bill was read a second time 
and will · be committed on to-morrow. 

"A· Bill regarding the disembarking 
of ·Paupers'' was read a first, and ·by 
·corisent, a second time, and passed 
'vithout amendment. 

House adjourned until Monday at 
. . . . 

3 p.m. 

MONDAY, Aug. 18. 
·Council met at 3 p.m. pursuant to 

adjournment. 

House went into Committee on the 
Gander Valley ·Pulp and Paper. Co. 
Bill . . 

' : :Hon.. Mr. Milley ·. in .the Chair. 

.HON. MR. MORINE'- havirtg explain~ 

ed tl1e Bill ·at tl1e previous Session 

said 11e presumed Hon. Members \\'"ere 
. . . 

fa1niliar witl1 its provisions, ~aving 

had time to persue it, · and he would 
be glad to further explain anytl1ing 
required as tl1e Sections were pro
ceeded witl1. 

HON. SIR PATRICK l\1cGRATH 
asked the Hon. Leader of the Govern
ment wl1at is the position witl1 regard · 
to tl1e Humber Company and the 
Ag·ree1nent between . it and the sub
sidiary Company which was published 
j11 the Daily News of August 12th and 
made tl1e subject of editorial com-

' 

men t on tl1at occasion. He said he 11ad 
read tl1e editorial and studied the 
Agreement and the Correspondence in 
relation there to fairly closely and 
drew the conclusion from the whole 
that a serious position had been creat
ed for the Colony, but being a layman 
'vas not sure that these deductions 
\Vere rigl1t. He said he had talked witli 
a prominent member of a former ad:.. 
1ninistration in regard to the matter, 
whose na1ne .I1e did_ not . care to state,, 
thougl1 11e would giv~ it privately to 

. . . 

tl1e 11on. gentleman in charge of the 
. . . 

Bill as a11 evidence of good faith. This 
ge11tle1nan's opinion was that if ·the 
Agreement became effective it would 
constitute a matter of such serious 
i111port that a judicial pronouncement 
,-.v·ould 11ave to be obtained either in 
E~ngland or 11ere . as to the rights of 
tl1e debenture holders under the ori
ginal Bill, wl1ose status was guaran
teed by tl1e Britisl1 Govern,ment and 
b)· the Newfoundland Government. He 
added he had then gone to a Jegal 
gentleman who took tl1e Company's 

. . 

side of the matter, and his view 'vas 
that tl1e agreement ·was merely one 
t<) create a holding Company as be
tween the· Power and Paper Company 
wl1ich was building the nlills a,nd the 
subsidiary Company which had been 
formed to find the money to build the 
transmission line1 a wrapping . paper -- - - .. - . -
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.macl1ine, a paper storage shed with a 
capacity of 35,000 tons, also to build 
the town. at Corner Brook and like
wise to construct two freight steamers 
to carry the paper to market. 

The view of the Company's spokes-
111an \Vas that as money has to be 
rajsed from outside parties to con
struct all these utilities it was only 
rig·I1t that the people from who1n1 the 
money was to be raised sl1o·uld have 
tl1e property as a mc)rtage, that the 
stand i1g of the Armstrong Company 
and tl1e extent of tl1eir venture in 
Newfoundland co,nstituted the best 
evidence of good fa.ith and that 
nothing of a11 underl1and nature was 
contemplated. He (Sir P. T. Mc·
Gratl1) said he presented both views 
but w1ould like to have an expression 
of opinion as to, the Government's 
pos tion in the matter, p·articu.larly 
as 11is informant had also told h.i1n 
tl1at tl1e Britisl1' Treasury had waived 
its objection, tl1at the Agreement had 
been signed quite recently. Sir · Pat-
rick went on to po nt out that critics 
of the matter were arguing like a 
section of tl1e press, tha1t with the 
Po.wer House at Deer Lake and the 
Mills at Corner Brook 22 miles away, 
owned by tl1e two go.vernments and 
a power line .c1onnecting these tw0, 
but owned by different people altoget
l1er this power line ·constituted a 
jugular vein and could be cut at any 
t me that difficu:lties arose· in the suc
cessful operatio·n of the pap·er rilill,s. 

· HON. MR. MORINE asked to be 
excused for a few minutes wl1ile he 
'vent out to consult with the .Prime 
Minister on the matter and 011 11is re
turn stated that so far as the Govern
n1ent was concerned in any way fron1 
tl1at indicated in the Cor·respondence 
alread)r tabled and publi1shed ·n the 
daily pr·ess. · That was that the Gov
ernment ha.d not been informed of 
any change in the situation and were 

·satisfied that the Trade Facilities 
Corn1nittee and tl1e British Treasury 

whicl1 11ad entered 'the first · object "on 
'vere actively working to protect the 
interests of tl1e Britisl1 Government, 
wl1icl1 interest wa.s the same as ourb. 
He said that the Prime Minister had 
received a letter recently from our 
So:lic tors .in London which stated 
tl1at tl1e matter was having their 
closest attention and further indicated 
tl1at a satisfactory settlement o.f the 
matter was probable, so he thought 
that something in this direction had 
possfbly been accomplished. He was 
nformed also that a meeting of the 

directors 0 1f the Power and· Pap·er Co. 
would be held at Montreal shortly 
and that he tl1ought the Newfo.und
land Government would be represent
ed at the meeting. He considered 
that probably this matter was one of 
the subjects which wou.Id 11ave to be 
discussed and he felt sure the posi
tion of tl1e Government would be put 
forward very clearly . . 

He said that in looking througl1 tl1e 
o·riginal contract ma.de with the New
foundland Products Corporat ·on in 
1916, he was struck with the loose 
way in 'vhich the Sections to protect 
the Colony 11ad been drawn and the 
opportunities which were afforded 
by their lo'O·se phraseology to evade 
co111pliance w'ith the obligations in
tended to be imposed on the co.mpany 
but he felt that the re1lutat ·on of the 
Armstrong Company was a guaran
tee tl1at notl1ing harmfua to the coun
try was intended and he po·inted out 
that if the owners of the transmission 
line could tie up the paper mill, they 
11ad, on the other hand, no other cus
toni.ers to this country f.or their p·ower 
and he thought it very unlikely that 
these Co:mpanies would d sa.gree or 
that a.ny condition wo·uld be created 
in the future which would bring about 
such a contingency as had been sug
gested. 

MR. STEER thought that wl1at was 
meant by all mater,ial in section 5, 
should be more definite. 'His reaso11 
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for spea.king was that the Board of 
Trade had been flo·oded witl1 letters 
from bus ness men of the West 
Coast stating that goods had come 
jn ·under that heading, duty free, such 
as b:Iankets, st·oves, etc., and they 
should not have been allowed in .for 
these were not to be used ii1 the 
actl;lal construction. What was · meant 
he thought, should be definitely put 
in and not left to the decis,ion o.f any 
inferi·or Custom House Officer. 

MR. .MORINE in replying sa . d, the 
clause as it stoo.d was an exact copy 
of tl1e provision made . for the Hum
ber Company. ·That, he thought, made 
it difficult to alter, as ·the company 
would co·nside·r that something was 
be,ing imposed. on the one which had 
not been imp·ose·d on the other. T'he 
difficulty -'n his opinion could be 

, overcome by having pro.per CustoJ11s 
·administration. The materia.ls , lie 
added, meant the plant :fixtures, tools, 
machinery, etc., and not things i11-
directly ' required. If lo·oseness l1ad 
occured, he adde·d the privilege had 
been vi·olated and the true cure would 
be rather ··n the proper administra
tion of the Act on the part of the Cus
toms service, than in tl1e alteri.ng of 
the wording of the section. 

MR. ELLIS asked if it gave people 
tl1e pr.ivilege of getting what others 
got should it not be checked? 

MR. MORINE stated ·it could not 
be improved. The remedy lay ·n the 
Customs De·partment having al,l these 
cases e·xamined and i.f things . were 
gotten in free wl1ich should· have paid 
duty, make them pay. He W·O·uld 
dra.w the attention o·f the Minister 

' 

to the matter and cause inquiries to 
be made. 

The Comm· ttee reported th'~ B ).11 
without amendment, and by co·nse11t 
of the h·ouise, it was read a third tim·2 
and passed. 

The Ho.use then a.djourned untjl 
to-morro1w ('Tue.sday) at 10 a.n1. 

TUESDAY, Aug. 19th, 1924. · 
House met at .10 a.m. p·ur·sua.nt to 

.adjournment. 
011 moition ·of Hon. Mr. Morine an.d 

by una.nimous consent, Bill to amend 
Revenue Act1 o·f 1905 and ame·ndments 
ther·eto, . was put thro·ugh al1l sta.ges 
and passed without a.mein·dment. 

Bill respe·cting the Un1iited Towns 
Electric Compa.ny Limite.d, was r·e,ad 
a first time, and by consent, a second 
time. 

HON. MR. MORINE explained the 
obje,ct o.f the Bill was to allo1w this 
Company to extend in var1ious pa.rts of 
Placentia District and St. J o,hn's E,a,st 

. It did not give any e·xclusive rights, 
but allowe·d the usual privilege· of fre.e 
entry oif material fo·r or:i:ginal con
struction. 

HON. MR .. ELL·IS rec,alle1d that last 
year on .a similar Bill, the matter of 
the· ch.a.rge for eleictricity was brougl1t 
up. Eve.ryo·ne· kno·ws we are cha.rged 
far· in excess of wh.at is paid e1lse
where. We are gra.nting prfvileges 
se·ssion. after· session, and • app.a.rently 
no effort is made to· reduce1 the p·r'ice 
of light. 

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH s.aid . 
when this Compa.n·y wa.s first project
e:d the idea was they w.o·uld come in
to St. John's and supply po·wer in 
co·mpet1ition Wiith. the, Rei·d Compa.ny, 
then in e1xistence.. Now they have. 
made an arr·angement whereby the1y 
supply the· City Company with a cer·
tain amount of po1wer, there is to be 
no comp1etition and citize·ns are still 
pay.ing tr·e,mendous rates, at le·ast 
twice as much as in H.alifa.x and 
Sydney, and three time·s .a.s much as 
Montre.al and Toro·nto·. He believe·d· 
wate.r P·O·we.r· rights on th.e Southern 
Shore ha.d bee·n given, but we did not 
seen1 to be de1riving any adva.nta.ge. 

HON. MR. MORINE said that in any 
case the Comp1any had: not made mat
ters any wo,rse, but h.a.d conferred a 
gre·at blessing on the peop1le1 in many 
of tl1e Outpo·rts. It was his opinio·n . 
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that a Public Utiliti'.~·s Tribunal should 
be a.ppointed to deal with such mat
ters as this. The who·ler que·stion of 
the, rates to be charged in St. John's 
sh.ould have been provided for when 
the Bi;Il went through. This Bill did 
not have any be.aring on that posi
tion, but is ·a. m.atter th.a.t will have 
to· be de1alt witl1 in the near future. 

HON. MR. ELL1IS said 11e· thought 
the Publ·iJc Utilities Tribunal ide·a a 
good ·O·ne. Some ye.ars ago tl1e· City 
Council h.ad made an ende.avour to ac
quire some water powers within an 
area o.f 60 miile·s o.f the· city. It was 
their inte,ntion to· try and reduce. the 
cost of electricity but th.e1i·r ap·pli
catio11 was turned dow11 a.s some· one 
h.ad m.ade a p·revious ap.p·lication, al
though the C·01uncil ha.d expended 
so·me five or· six hundre·d dollars in 
surveying the ground. 

The Committee reported the Bill 
witl1out Amendment, and by consent 
it 'vas read ai third time· and passe·d. 

HON. MR. "'MORINE moved the first 
reading ·O.f the Lo·an Bill and by con
sent the second reading. . He stated 
tl1at it wa.s proposed to spe11d an 
amount not exce·e·ding $6,000,000 on 
r·epairs to the Dry Dock, the impro1ve
ment o:f the Rai1lw.ay, etc. He had 
he1ard the criticisms in tl1e main of 
two items o·nly, first the construction 
of a plant for fuel and coal in St. 
John's. It se1e·med fairly general, h.e . 
s.aid, .a.mong pe·o·ple who ought to 
know that the coal plant for the 
bunl\:ering of steamer.s would not be 
necessary. It app.e·ared attr·active at 
first but if o·n examination it wouJd 
n.ot be e1ssenti;a1 it would not be em
barked upon and c.are would be talren 
to get expert advice on the matter. 
The· mone·y could be dlre1cte·d tow1a.rds 
the other pur·pose·s stated in the Bill. 
Then the rails betwe.en Brigus Junc
tion. and Clarenville have been get
ting wo·rse and worse· and it is pro
posed to ~lay new rails. The· sum 
stated for re1p.a;tr·s wa.s said to be· too 

lo'\v. If that proved to be the case 

Mr. Morine thought that if the1 money 

were not nee.ded for the· coal plant it 
could be sp.e1nt in re-railing a longer 
distance. Mr. Morgan had stated tl1at 
the vrhole line ne·eded to· be re-railed. 
T'he condition of the· rai1lroad w·as a 
very imp1ortant factor in the succe·ss 
or otherwise1 of an un.dertaking such 
as tl1e Humbe·r. T'he r'ails very often 
have· to bea.r loads which a.re too 
heavy for them. The rolling stock also 
is not sufficient. Quantities of wood 

' 

cut some· mo·nth.s ago, h.e continued, 
had not ·yet re.ached the mills. Tl1e 
only m.atter he had heard much dis
cussion .ab.out is the most important 
in connect·ion with. tourist tra.ffic. He 
said he· wa.s an e.nthusiast on this mat
ter and that anyone1 who had do·ubt 
about it was behind the time1s. There 
w.as he ·adde·d nee1d of a highway oh 

' ' the West Co·ast between Port aux 
Basques and Bay or Islands. The 
nun1erous fishing rive·rs thus connect
ted and the agricultural d·i,strict open
ed 11p would be a. beautiful country 
for tourists. Then ag.a:rn 11e thougl1t 
all around St. John's tl1ere were many 
attractions o.f scenery and fishing in
ducements so diffe1re·nt fro:in those of- · 
fered elsewhere, whici1 h·ad o·nly to 
be tl1rown op·en to invite· a crowd. He 
explained what had happened in Can
ada a.nd the Unite1d States during re
cent ye·ars. At one time th.e rich man 
and those of leisure only, co·u1ld af
fo·rd to tr·ave1l .acro.ss the border and 
visit the new and str.ange plac·es. To
day be·c·a.use so· many po·ssess "fliv
vers" the middle and labouring class
es are do-ing the· same' th:i.ng. The 
ricI1 m.an who· wants a degre·e of se
clusion is being driven away and is 
se·elcing ne1w fields. If' N ewfol1ndla.nd 
cou.1d be m.ade attractive. and pro:per 
stea1ners and railro1ads pr·ovide·d those 
seek·ing ne.w sights would visit it. 
This pro·Ve·d th.e c.ase in Nova. Scotia. 
In Yarmouth and thru.ugh the Valley 
of Evangeline·, .a large amount of 
money was sp.ent o·n the r·oads with · 
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the re·sult that they are no·w much 

frequented by tourists. He fe·lt satis
fied th.at if the· plans to attract the 
tourist in this w·ay were c.arr:ied out 
we should s·o·o·n not be .a.b.le to· enter
tai11 all wh.o would come. N o·va Scotia 
with all its beauty has nothing like 
N e·vvfoundland ·to offer the· tourist, and 
if '':"e h.a.ve a good ste,amer acr·oss the 
Gulf and can prov·i·de a motor ro·ad of 
150 mile·s on the West Co,ast, we shall 
have that ste·amer's de.cks lo·aded with 
motor c·ars of peo~le who want to 
see our scenery .and visit our· fishing 
rivers and P·01ols. Ana many o.f these 
visitor·s will invest the1ir mo.ney he·re 
as they have done ·i:n Nova Scoti.a, and 
leave vast sums in one way and an
other with our people. With regard 
to, the road building Mr. Mo.rine stat
ed that it was the intention to have 
the whole· scheme in control 0 1f a 
corr1111iss:ton and dep1artment with 
probably the Go·vernme·nt Engineer· in 
co.ntrol. The· advice of the! Moto·r As
sociation would be asked a.nd an en
deavour made to m,ake the move
ment a. popular o·ne·. There w·as no 
idea of having the· work divide1d up 1,n
to distr·icts and the money dribbled 
aw.a.y. Nor was the· mo·ney only to 
be spent in building ne1W ro·ads. The 
object w·as, h.e continued, to connect 
up old r;oads and reipa:ir the·m, so that 
motorists could go over the who1e 
length of the c·ountry. A number of 
p1e1ople, he s,a.id, talked o·f the motor 
roa.ds as if they were to· be constTuct
ed for ple1a.s.ure only, wnile in re,ality 
they we·re to develo1p· the c·ountry and 
afford to · pe1ople the 0 1pportunity of 
getting in to11ch with one· another, 
and of rais·i1ng them abo·ve the JeiVel 
of local a.ffairs. He r·e,membered a 
time, he s.aid, whe1n the farme·r· was 
the bitter ene·mY o.f rth.e m.otor, be
cause of dra.wing in their horses when 
one passed. To-day, h.e added, th.e 
motorists 'i:n Canada are the, farme.rs. 
Their who1le method O·f living has bee1n 
change·d. The f.arme1r's wife· is happy. 
She is no longer isolate·d but can, by 

means of good roads, ke·ep in t:o.uch . 

with_ the ou1ter wo1rld. This same 
state could be reache:d here· in a fish
ing country. He mentio·ned the case 
of a so·n of a fis1herm.a.n who· had a 
"fiivver" in which he and his wife had 
made a tour th.r·o·ugh T'rinity B.a.y. 
Not only did he e·njo·y the scenery but 
was surprise·d to see the various . in
dustrie·s c·arr:ied on in that part of 
the . c:o.untry. I11 .a.1:1 places motor 
ro.ads resp·ond to the call o·f p1rogress. 
Fine fishing ponds, he said, we,re ·to 
be found ne1ar Po1rtug.al C·o1v·e and a 
few thousands would make· a be1a.uti
ful open road to the pon:ds. If we are 
to l1ave ·a big h·otel in St. Jo,hn's and 
ke·ep people her·e a few d·a.ys we must 
11ave something to attra.ct them. The 
hotels a.nd sporting places must be 
linked toge1th.er. With the· co·-opera
tio-r1 of the Motor Assoc,iatio1n and the 
Rotar·y Club .a To1urist Association 
could be formed and the attractions 
of our country widely adve·rtised. A 
large office, might be ope,ned on. Wate·r 
Street and an agent ,a.pp.o·inted to 
visit steame1r.s, etc. He also state·d 
that if the·r·e we.re .a.n agent in the 
United S·tates, competent to meet the 
mo11ied men and explain wh.at we 
ilad to offer·, we could sell 0 1ur co.un
try in anothe·r· se.nse·, to .the to·ur'ist. 
Mr. Morine· thought that this was the 
first place of constructive policy at
tempted for inany ye1ars a.nd would 
largely be·nefit the fishermen. They 
wo11ld get work on the ro.ads, the 
tr.affic would incre·ase, there: would 
be greate.r ·imp1o·rta.tion, for the way 
to i1nport luxuries is to· import the 
men who want them. Increa.sed im
portatio·ns means de1cre1a.sed taxation. 
Fisherme·n may no.t; wish to· rem.ain 
suc11 .all the·ir lives, he adde·d, and i.f 
we· could give· them something more 
p.rofitab~le a"nd improve the place 
'vhere they live, it would benefit him. 
A lar·ge sum oif mone.y had been spent 
in the p:ast to build ro.a.ds in the wil
dernes~ to no e1nd, but spent 1in the 
p.roposed way it could not fail to be 
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fo,r the' ,a,dvancement o:f th.e c .olo1ny. 
Th~ work, while not given as such for 
the unemploye.d, wi:ll a.ffff'ord employ
me·nt to many but w'ill be do1ne un
der tender or contract unde·r the 
Government Engineer, and men must 
rencler good service o,r be discharged. 
Th.~se were the principles and he· hop
ed that they would enlist public syP1-
p·atl1y and e·nthusiastic support. 

SJR. P. T. McGRATH ,stated that he 
conside.re.d th.e· amount of money ap
pro·priate.d to re·-ra.iling inadequate. 
The cost o.f the· 16 tons ·0 1f r·a.ils would 
absorb the w·h.o:le am.aunt as the, cost 
of stee·l ra.ils in Engla.nd was a.bout 
$40.00 per to1n. If for a re.asonable 
figure th.e rails could be obtaii.ned in 
Sydney, he tho·ught it would be com
menda.ble. Freight, he added, ma.y g·o 
to $10.00 p1er ton, de1pending on wheth
er the stea.mer g·ot .a. return cargo. If 
80 lb. r.a.ils be used inste1ad of the 50 
lb. used at pre:se·nt, the· sleepe,rs 
wol1ld have to· be put nearer together 
he said, and if the ro.ad be·d w·ere to 
be imp·r·oved an additio·nal a.mount o·f 
mone·y wo·uld have to· be expended. In 
re.fere·nc·e to the· Gulf .ste1amer, Sir 
Patrick asked wheth.er it were worth 
while to carry .o•ni th!s means of co·m
munic.ation during the: winter seaso·n? 
In 11is opinion it had not pro·ve·d a 
success. He, sugge.sted do-ing a.way 
with the idea of an ice·-breaking 
stea.mer .and f.or th.e four· mo·nths of 
the year when ice· conditions made 
the Gulf difficult to cross the, st.ea.mer 
co·uld ply between St. John's .and 
Halifax, · a route, which, he consider
ed would· be, a much mor·e s,atisfact-

' ory one. For this purpose1 he thought 
a second-hand steame·r cou:ld be pro
cured in England for half the· amo·unt 
prop1osed to, be speint on a.n ic·e·-bre·a.k
er. He· tho·ught that with reg,a,rd t'o 
the bunker sche·me the criticisms had 
much to commend them but he co·n
sider·ed if the Gove·r·nment did not in
tend to ·carry out the scheme it would 
be' debateable· wheth.er the amount o,f 

" money should be vote.d at .all, fo,r if 

it 'vere, th.er·e would probably be an 
ir·resistibler tem.ptatio,n to spend it. 
Fo.ur yea.rs a.go p,rovisio·ns had been 
made in the Act for the co·nstruction 
of a ne·w Lo·ng Bridge and Fr·eight 
Sheds but nothing had been done and 
the money w.as sp·ent in some other 
direction. As fa.r· as the Gove1rnment'"s 
tourist po:licy wa.s conce.r·ned · there 
was a div·er.sity of opinion. E.ve.ry
one re.alized the great possibilities 
which the1 country affor·d.s and we can 
only hope th1at it brirtgs the go.od re
sults lo·oked for·ward to. . The Farm-

• 
ers' Gove1rnment in Ontario embark-
ed 01n a road building policy arid no 
doubt it ha·s been tremendo·u.sly suc
ce·s·sful in bringing peo·ple into the 
cou11try but some p.eop1le h.a.ve doub·t
e·d whether th.e return i.s sufficient to 
w.arrant the cost. 

HON. MR. MORINE st,ated it was 
the· intention o·f the Governme·nt to 
offer a portio·n of the Loan locally, so 
that any per.son who might wish to 
take it up might do· so. It wa.s in
tended also to flo.at it by te,nder a.nd 
contract and take the ve1ry strictest 
care in co·nsidering the awarding the 
contract. -

The · Bill 'vas repo·rted with.o·ut 
amendme:nt and . by con.sent was re.ad 
a tt1.ird time and p.as,se.d. 

HON. MR. MORINE in moving the 
ad,jol1rnment .said he wishe.d to make 
so,me comments upon remarks ma.de 
by Mr. Wa.r·r·e·n, M.H.A., fo·r Fortune 
B.ay, · in th.e · As.se,mbly yes·terday, re
lative to hi.s spe1ech o·n th.e se,co.nd 
rea.ding of the Alcoholic Liquor· Bill. 
He started -by saying that it had been 
quite unnecess.ary for him to r·efer to 
alleged misco·nduct on the part of 
pre, .. ious governments as. a reason for 
supporting the Alcoho·lic Liquor· Bill. 
I co·nsider, .sir, that the fact that p.re
V1i·O·US governments had not enforced 
the Prohibition Act w,as · one 0 1f the 
str'r,ngest re a.sons ror its repe1al; 
those gove·r·nme,nts h.ad either trie.d to 
enforce, the Act and fatled, 01r had 
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bee11 remiss in their ,duties for a num

ber of years. After a law has bee.n 
upon the Statute· Bo,ok for ten ye.ars, 
w1ithout strong e·nforcement .at any 
time~ and a:t last becomes a. m,ockery, 
a re,ason is presented fo,r t:he r 'epe·al 
of the Bill and the en.actment of so,me 
other la.w. It see:ms to, me ·that the 
conduct of the. Squires Go1vernment 
particularly wa,s a powerful reason. 
In tl1e· second place, Mr. Warren de
fende.d the conduct .of the government 
for the repeal of the Prohibition Act, 
of which he was Pre,mie·r, in 1923, i~n 

p:la.cing a duty of seventy-five cents 
p,er g.allon upon liquor brought into 
this co,untry for trans-sh.ip1ment. He 
said that the tra.ns-shipment itself 
h,ad been lawful, and tllat the :imp.osi
tion of a duty was simply a method of 
incre·asing revenue without in-
. creasing the traffic. That was not half 
the truth. At first ena.cted the Prohi
bition Act did not pe·r·m1iit the import
ation · of alcoholic liquors for trans
shipme,nt, but in , 1917, under the 
coa:li,tion government of Sir Edward 
Morri1s, Sir Willi.am Co,aker and his 
colieague·s p,rocured the e·nactment o.f 
an amendment providing that goo·ds 
brou·ght into this country fo.r tra.ns
shipme.nt sho·uld not be held to be 
"importatio·ns." That wa.s to e.nable 
trans-shipment to such pl.a.ces as ~t. 

Pierre, and to. facilit:at.e St. ·P<ierre,'s 
illicit trade with the United States. 
Then for a number of ye.ars St. Pierre 
was making profits on a business that 
in part went through this port, but in 
1923, e·nvi.01us, .apparently o·f the pros
perity of St. Pierre, and de1siring pa.rt 
of th.at ille,gitmate tr:ade~ Mr. Warren~s 
Gove·rnment irnp·o.sed a tax of seventy
:flve ·cents pe·r gallo·n up;o,n ·liquor·. Mr. 
Warren''s defence for doing this ts 
the duty ·Of .seventy~five c·ents per gal
lon simply gave this Colony a p·a.rt of 
the profit th.at would 0 1therwise go· to 
St. P·ierre, and· did no1t incre·ase the 
con.Bump·tion of liquor. He forgot 
a!lso to s-ay at the s,a.me ·time his gov
ernment secured the · e,nactment of a 

me.a.sure mak.ing it p.ossible for the 
run1 tra.ffi.c to be do-ne from this p.ort · 
a.s a ba,se instea.d ·0 1f from St. Pierre. 
In other wo·rd·s, he1 facilitated the~ op
erations of the rum runners. Prior 
to 1923 upon trans-shi1piment .a bond 
had to be· given for the delivery of the 
liquor a.t · a named port, and to ge1t the 
bond cancelled, pr,oof . had to be pres
ented t10 the· Government that the de
livery at thei na.me1d po,rt had a.ctn.ally 
takt~n place so, th.a.t secre1cy w:as im
possible·. To make this port a suc
ce·ssfu:l rival for St. Pierre, Mr. War
ren's Gove·rnment p,ro·cured an ame·nd
me11t to the Customs Act; by which 
is become uhnece.ss'a.ry to1 g,ive a bond 
upon the· shipment o,f liquor fr·om 
here, and no proof haa to be offere.d at 
any time that the liquo1:P ship·ped ever 
reached the destination named upo.n 
the export entry. In other wo,rds, Mr . 
Warren's Government made it possib
le for liquors to· be br:ought here . .f.n 
large qu,a.ntities and e·Xpo.rted for 
port;::; unkno1wn, but suc,h. ports were 
in fact, in the Dominion of Canada or 
in the United States of America, 
Warehouses were opene·d in this city, 
and ve·ry little c.are taken a.bout their 
character and a large a.mount of the 
smuggling i11to· co·nsump·tion in this 
Colony w·as fro·m th.ese1 ware1house.s, 
as we kn.ow. 

I11 the· ne.xt p1lace, I notice that Mr. 
Warren refer·red to the Flat Islanders 
and to the "Cornwall',, inc1ident, w1ith 
a patho.s. th.at I think was entirely 
hypocritical. He· referred to the arrest 
of the offender·s, to their being 
br,ought "h.andcuffed" thr·ough the 
streets of St. John's, and to the lo·ss 
of their living dur1ing the. fish:ing sea
son. Now I wish to say that the men 
brought here as the result of the 
"Cornwall'~' cr·uise would ha.ve been 
tried in the ordin.ary wa.y in their 
homes if the·Y had not re~i,ste1d the 
police; that I do n·ot b·e:lie·ve that they 
were br·ought handcuffed through the 
stre.ets of St. Jo·hn's hut th.at if 
they were it was improp'e·r and it was 
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the. fault of th,e po1ice·, that they were 
not im.pris·o,ne,d fo·r a.ny length of time, 
but allowe.~ 0 1ut o·n b.a!il, so· that so far 
as I know ne1ith.er the, living of them
selve.s nor of their families we1re· s.a.c
rificed. Mr. Warren w.as e.mp·lo~ed by 
me to· prosecute· these. men, a.nd w·he·n 
in turn he became· Atto·rne·y Geiner·a:l 
his fir.st act w,as to · withdra.w the 
charge·s. against them. He· o.ught to 
have brought them to trial, and, if 
possible, secured a conviction, and 
then if there had been any hardness 
in any p·articular case, ~ t should have 
been considered in connectio·n with 
mitigation of their sentences. The 
majesty of the law oug~t to have been 
upheld. But Mr. Warren co,nveniently 
forgot to· make a.ny referen~e to an
other fact in this connection, h · s 
removal of Magistrate M.ifHen fro111 
Greenspond t_o Twillingate, at the de
mand o.f his colleagues, the member::, 
for Bonav~sta Bay, the now Sir Wil
lia.m C'oake·r and others. Mr. Mifflen 
had d·o,ne his duty. He w.as a va1ue~1 

and valuable Mag· ~ strate. He had 
aroused th_e apathy of lawbreakers by 
his courage. He wa.s banished at the 
demand of the lawbreak.ers, and Mr. 
Warren consented to and ca.rried out 
the shameful removal. 

Finally, Mr. Warren . referred to 
the appointme·nt o.f Mr. Meaney as 
Contr·o·liler, just before . the general 
election of 1923, and said that it was 
no more· secret than my appo.intment 
·to the Governnient of this C·olony a_ntl 
to ·this House. Now, the o.ffence of 
secrecy about Mr . . Meaney's appoint
ment is th'is, that after· Mr. Warren 
and h's collea.gues had made a mi11-
ute ap·po·inting him,. they resolved that 
the minute should be suppressed in 
order that the people should know 
nothing abo·ut it. There was no 
secrecy about my appo.intment to this 
House O·r to 1the Government. Who 
will be appo.inted to Governments or 
to the Le.gislative· C·o·uncil i s not us
ual:Jy anno·unced befo.re·hand. 

The C·ounc.il took recess at 11.30 

~~m. until 3 p.m. when it resu.med 
' . 

and his Excellency the Governor hav-
ing arrive·d commanded the presence 
of tl1e Members of the Honourable 

' 

I-louse o.f Assembly, who attended at 
the Ba.r of the House. His Excellency 
'vas pleased to, assent to the Bills 
passed. He then delivere·d the follow
ing speech from the T'hrone :-

Mr. Pre,s1dent a,nd Ho1no11ra1ble G·e1nf;le· 
. n1c·n of the Legislative Co1uncil: 

l\(r. Spe·akie1r a,nd G·en1tle .1nen 011 the 
Hont>·ura.ble· Hot1se 0 1i Asse·mb~.y: 

a; 

You have given ; lose attention to 
y·o11r legif:ilative duties, as a season so 
pleasant out of do·o·rs that the per-

' for1nance o.f :ndoor tasks must ~iave 

been more 'on~rous than usual, and I . . . 

am glad to be able to· relieve yo·u of , 

them. 
Sho·rt though the session no·w about 

. ' . 

to close has been, the legislation en.-
acted ha.s been of m1vre than ordinary 
imp,ortance, . and will, 1 am confident, 
be of enduring._ advantage. 
. F.or a period of _mor.e i11an iten years, 
tl1e finances of · the Colo·n.r ha.ve been 
disturbed by alternate f?XpJ,nSion anu . .. .. ' 

co·ntra.ction, _but condition$· ':lave th ·s 
year become almost normal, and there 
is reason to ·hope th,at disturL ... ng fin
ancial conditions will cease to. recur. . . ' 

My Ministers will end~avour tl., · en-
force econom_y in . expend ture w1~ely, 
and to aid the prospe;r~ty ·Of .:he 
Co:Iony by stimulating,: the develo~l

ment of its res·ources. Lavish expend1 · 
tu:r:-e by preceding Governme·nts, im 
P·O.sing upo·n my _present. advisers the 
hard necessity o.f ,provid ·ng for the 
payment of debts c·ontracted by others 
has made· it quite impossible for the 
present Government to · decrease · ri:S 

largely a.s they des'ired the burden of 
tax~ation, but the a,bolitio·n of .import 
duties upon flo·ur and gasolene, and 
export duty on Cod · Oil and Whale 
Oil, ;s due to, their courage and re
sourcefulne·ss, and they h·O·pe to be 
enabled to still further decrease the 
burden o·f taxation, through reforms 
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tl1ey purp,01se, to carry out. 
It is apparent that econ,on1y alone 

\Vil:I not sufficiently meet the public 
needs, and that developme,nt 0 1f tl1e 
Colony's resources must be v.igoro,usly 
undertaken. The attractio,ns to, tour
ists offered by the unexcelled summer 
clima,te, the beautiful scenery and the 
unequalled salmon and trout fisheries 

· C)f tl1is Island, are· the assets wh cl1 
can be most speedily turned into, cash, 
and realising that desira,b:Ie tourists 
cannot be expected to co,me to us in 
great and grow.ing numbers unless 
goo,d hotels and highways are provid
ed, and tl1e inland fisheries pr,otected 
and replenished, my M ·niste·rs have 
decided to embark upon a fo,rwarcl 
movement in these respects, incident
ally and immediately providing labour 
for the unemployed, and ultimately 
adding greatly to the comfort and 
prosperity of the people. 

Years ag10 a crude measure to· pro
l1ibit the sale of alcohol ·c liquors as a 
beverage was· enacted, th_e enforce
ment of wl1icl1 became difficult, and 
'vas soon neglected, and later practic-
ally aba11do,ned, so that . at last its ex
istence becme a 1no,ckery, and its al
mo·st universal evasion a scandal, 
with resulting lawle1ssness in man} 
affairs~ and to, an alarm ·ng degree. In 
11is Manifesto to tl1e people, upo·n the 
eve of the last General Election, my 
present Prime Minister promised a 
repeal of the Proh.ibition Act, and the 
introductio,n into tl1e Leg·slature of an 
alternative measure, and this, I a111 

glad to· say, has no,w become law, and 
in due course w:ill be put into force. 
I anticipate that great good will result 

The work of construction upon tl1e 
Humber has p,ro,gressed with unex
pected and gratify·ng rapidity. Paper
making at Bay of Islands is expected 
to begin next spring. A contract has 
been entered 'into· by my Min_isters to 
secure devel·opment in tl1e Gander 
River Valley, and soon a great addi
tion to the labour-giving ··ndustries of 
the Colony may be expected. The 

merits of the proposition are so great . 
in the opinion of its promoters that 
tl1ey have not thought it necessary to 
ask for any guarantee by the Colony, 
or other financial ass.istance. The 

·great .. ndustry at Grand Falls co,n
tinues its prosperous operations, and 
an expansion of its paper-making 
pla,nt, or a completion of the Sulphite 
Pulp plant at Ale,xander Bay, provid'
ing for the development of the Terra 
Nova and Gambo regions, is expected. 
Upon the who1e, the o·utlook for 
steady and profitable employment of 
labour was never so good .in our 
midst. 

Your prov·sion for tl1e acquisitio·t1 
of a suitable steamer to connect vlith 
the ra'ilw_ay at Port aux Basques, fo.J 
the re-railing of a p,ortion of the track 
and for increased rolling stock, are 
timely recognitions of the fact that 
both passenger and freight traffic are 
rapidly in.creas ·ng, and are bound to 
increase, and an ind'ication of the not 
distant day, I 11op,e, when tl1e railway 
will be self-sustaining. Your pro
vision fo,r the improvement of tl1e Dry 
Dock cannot fa ·1 to add to the attrac
tiveness of the Port of St. John's for 
ships. Its situation and its facilities 
should make it the most popular Po·rt 
on the Atlantic for ships needing 
speedy repair. 

Mr. Sp1ea.kerr a,n1d Ge,nt11e1men of t;J1e 
Hon,01uta1ble Hous,e of Assenibly: 

In His Ma,jesty's name, I thank you 
for your provision for the public ser
vice. 

Mi·. P1'!e1slident a;nd Ho1no111'a,ble1 GentJe
me:n of the L·egis1la,tirve, . C,0111n_,ci~: 

Mr. Spea.ker a.n·d Gentlen1en of the 
H,o·no·11r:a1ble1 Ho11se of As.sem bly: 

I join with you in devote thanks to 
Go·d for the prosperity and happinesR 
He has granted to our people. 

The Hon. President tl1en 
rogued the General Assembly 
'T;uesday, tl1e thirtieth day o·f 
tember, 1924. 

pro
un til 
Sep-
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