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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

House of Assembly during the Third Session 

of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly 

Begun and holden at St. John's, in the said Dominion on W ednesda)' 
the Eleventh Day of March, Anno Domini, Nineteen Hundred 
and Thirty-One being in the twenty-first Year of the Reign of 

• 

His Majesty, Our Sovereign Lord, George, by the Grace of God, 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of tlie 
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King Def ender of the F aitli, 
Empe1~or of India. 

• 

WEDNESDAY, March 11th, 1931. and the House in th·e Legislative 
C·oun,cil Cham1ber. 

His Excellen·cy the GoV1er1I1-0r, having 
fixed the h1our at which ·he prop1osed 
to open thie present Session o.f fue 
Legisl'atu,re at thr·ee o'·clock in· the 
a·fternoon of this Wedn,esday, tlhe 
eleventh day of Mrurch, the ·Mem·bers 
of the House 10 1f .Ass·em bly m 1et in the 
Assembly Rooims at a qiuiarter to three 
in the afternoo1n., when Mr. Spea1ker 
to·ok thie Chai1r. 

At three o.f the clo1ck ·a messa·ge 
ilrom His Exc·ellenrcy the 1Gover.nor 
was delivered by t:he Gen1tlem1an Uslher 
of the Black Rod, 1comm:an1di1111g the im-
1nedi1ate atten1dance of Mr. Speruker 

Whereui>o·n Mr. Speake1r and the 
Hou.se attenided His Excelle1ncy in the 
C·ou·nc11 ·Chamber; anid b·ein1g returned 
to th.e Assembly Roo1m Mtr. Speaker 
in'fo1r·med th·e House that, wihen iln at-

te·nldance upon His E1xcellen·cy the 
1Go1V·erno·r in tlhe C;ou·n·cil Ch,amber, His 

Excellency 'had ·be1en ple·ased to make 

a ~raieiious S.peech rto b·oth. Br·an1ches 

of .the Legi1sl1ature, a c·opy of which 

f1o•r greater accur\acy he had obtaine1d 

an1d then read to th·e House, as fo,1-

lows: 
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SPEECH 

of 

His Excellency Sir John Middleton, 
Knight Comn1ander of tl1e Most Ex· 
cellent Order of the British Empire, 
Companio11 of the Most Disting11ish
ed Order of St. Michael and St. 
George, Governor and Comn1ander
in-Chief in and Over the Colony of 
Newfoundland, at the ope11ing of the 
T~ird Session of the Twenty-Seventh 
General Assembly of Newfoundland, 
begun a11d holden at St. John's, 
l\r ednesday, Ma1·ch 11, 1931. 

Mr. President and Honorable Members 
of the Legislative Co11ncil: 

~Ir. Speaker and Members of the Hon-
01·able House of Assembly: 

It gives me gre·at pleasure to greet 
you at the opening of the Third Ses
sion of the present General Assembly. 

In the e·arly days of this year it was 
my . sad duty, on behalf of my Minis
ters and the pe,op'le of Newfoundland, 
to present inost respectful and heart
felt syr11pathy to Their M:ajesties the 
King and Queen on the death of her 

-late Royal Highness the Princess 
Royal. A gracious message of thanks 
was recei'ved from Their Majesties. 

The effect of the world '"'ride depres
sion that exists was shown in the low 

. price received in the market for our 
staple product. This fact, together 
with a sn1alJ shortage in the catch, re
dt1ced the purchasing power of our 
people by a very considerable sum
one sufficiently la~ ge to affect appreci
ablj1 the general. business of the 
country. On tl1e other hand the ex
porta.tion of salmon, smelts, cod and 
other fish in cold stora.ge has made 
ina.rked progress. Attention to the 
cure of the salted codfish. standard
ization cf quality \vhen exported. and 
development of Lhe cold storage 
n1ethod appear to be the points of 

. 

greatest value in dealing with our 
fishery products. 

During the fiscal year . which ended 
last June the exports of pulp and 
paper showed an increase of 32,000 
tons, and an increased value of over 
$1,000,000. For the same period, with 
the increased production at Bucl1ans. 
tl1ere sho,ved an in·creased export of 
360,000 tons of minerals with an in
creased value of three and a quarter 
million rloll~rR For thP l::l . ~t fo11~ fl~-

cal years the total val11e of the ex-
. ports exceeded that of the imports. In 
the fiscal year 1926-27 the excess of 
exports over imports was more than 
$5,000.000; in the following fiscal year 
the excess was over $6.000.000: in the 
next vear it wa.s over $7.500.000. anrl 

~ 

in the year ending June, 1930. it was 
over $8,000,000. 

These figures show the progress t11at 
is being · ma.de in the development of 
the Colony's resources. T'\venty yea.rs 
ago the fishery products constituted 
90% of our exports. w:1ile in the last 
fisca.l year the value · of 011r fisher~' 

products did 11ot amo11nt to 50% of the 
value of 011r exports. While the loR!=l 
to ·our people, th rough the stortage in 
the catch a.nd the very low price re
ceived for our codfish in the markets. 
has been considerable. it iR not felt in 
the same degree as wo11ld have been 
the case twenty years ago. 

There has been so·n1e distress in the 
co,untry, for which my Ministers have 
had to provide. but 011r people have 
been able to secure employment in 
c,onnection with the various develop
ment ·schemes that a.re in progress. 
an·d, providing for the necessities of 
their families in this way. the expend
iture by the Government of large sums 
in relief has been ohvia.ted to a grea.t 
extent. The a.ctual facts "rould seem to 
indicate tha.t our people are not suf
fering as are many in other countries. 
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The co-operation of the Empire 
l\1arketing Board of London with the 
Government of this Colony, as ar
ranged by my Prime Minister, having 
for its object an extended researcQ in 
connection with our fishery problems. 
is actively continuing. We had the 
adva.ntage last summer of the expert 
opinion of Dr. Ha.rold Thompson, of 
the Fishery Board for Scotland, and 
under his advice and guidance steps 
are being ta.ken that. in the course of 
time. will rF~ult in a greater know
ledge of 011r fisheries and a more in
telligent exploitation of the enormous 
values therein contained. 

The re-railing of the line of railway 
has now been completed with heavier 
rails from St. Joh n's to Port aux 
Basques. ensuring greater regularity 
and increased comfort in the operation 
of this Service. . The erection of the 
l\Iachine Sl1ur> at the Dry Dock is now 
proceeding, ·and the installation of up
t o--date n1achinery will ena.ble the Dr'' 
Dock to 11a:1dle effectively the repairs 
of a.ny disa"Jlf d ships that visit tl1is 
nort. It is n·ot anticipated that any 
further capital expenditure will be re
quired by the Railway or the Dry Dock 
during the present year. 

In the Autumn of last year my 
Prime Minister had the privilege of 
meeting the l\1inisters of the Home-
1 and, and the Prime Mi11isters fro1m 
t.be other Dominions at the Imperial 
Conference held in London. Constitu
tional and economic questions of 
grave importance affectin·g the whole 
Empire passed under review. The 
genius of the British race in Govern
ment is shown in their powers of 
adaptability to circumstances as they 
'l.rise. The discussion of the intricate . 
~,n·d often vexatious problen1.j, the 
meeting of Ministers face to f}ace 
!:l.round the Conference Board, and the 
n1ore intimate realization of the dif
ficulties confronting the respective 

Domi11ions of this great Empire will 
tend to a larger sympathy between the 
co1nponent members of the Empire, 
and lay foundation stones up·o·n which 
will be builded a greater and more 
tasting structure. It gives me pleasure 
to state that this Dominio·n was hon
oured when His Majesty the King ap
poi11ted the Prime Minister as a Mem
ber of IIis Majesty's Privy Council. 

1111·. Stleaker and Members of the Hon
orable House of Assembly: 

I am pleased to be in a position to 
inform you that · for the fisc.al year 
ending last ~une tl1e revenue exceeded 
the expenditure by a substantial sum. 
The figures in this connection will be 
lai1d before you in· due course. 

The estimates of expenditures and 
the B11dget for the next fiscal yeiar 
\vill be submitted to you. It is als·o 
proposed to submit a Loan Bill pro
viding for the liquidation of the Eng
lish War Loan, and for certain capital 
expenditures of the Public Service. 

1\'f r. President a.nd Honorable lllembers 
of the Legislative Council: 

~Tr. S1leal\:er and Members of the Hon. 
ora.ble Ho11se of Assembly: 

In common· with the other parts of 
the Empire it is proposed to take a 
Census of tl1e people of this Dominion 
in the latter part of the present year. 
Preparation is now being m.ade for 
this work. and an amot1nt to meet the 
expenses that will be incurred in this 
connection during next fiscal year, has 
been placed in the Estimates. 

In opening the Session of last year, 
T informed you that claim had been 
made ltpon my Ministers for the pay
ment of interest under the guarantee 
as set forth in the Newfoundland Hotel 
Facilities Limited Acts of 1925 and 



' 
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1926. I regret now to inform you that 
the said Hotel Facilities Limited is in 
course of liquidation, a Receiver has 
been appointed, and under the above 
qunted Acts my Ministers are respon
sible for the payment of the principal 
and interest in respect of the Bonds 
which were guar,anteed. Provision to 
meet this liability was made in the 
Loan Act of last year. My Ministers 
have made every effort possible to pre
vent collapse of this enterprise, and 
they will continue to safeguard to the 
utmost the interests of this Colony in 
respect of this Hotel undertaking. 

In view of the recognition at the re
cent Imperial Conference of the status 
of Newfoundlanid as a, sielf-g·overning 
Dominion within the British Empire, 
and in view of the fact that it will in 
future be necessary fo1r Newfoundland 
Government Vessels and t:·e New
foundland Mercantile Marine to wear 
at sea c·olours recognized by law and 
listinct from those of the United King
dom and of the other Dominions, my 
l\'Iinisters will place before you a Bill 
for giving statutory recogn~tion for 
tb ese purp.oses to the accustomed 
flags worn by British ships of these 
classes with the addition of the his
toric distinguishing badge of New-, 

foundland. The flags with this badge, 
Norn in the past under Admiralty war
rant by our ships as part of tbe gen
eral shipping of the British Empire, 
will here,after be worn by virtue of 
our own Statute as the flags of the 
distinct Official and Mercantile l\iarine 
of Newfoundland. 

One of the outstanding needs of the 
n .01minion for many years i.,ast has 
been a properly O'rganized system for 
the c,are of Public Health and for the 
administration of the Public Charities 
and Charitable Institutions, and the 
establishment of such a system cannot 
but have the effect of increasing the 
efficiency of the public service in these 

respects, while ensuring a greater de
gree of C10-ordinatio~ and economy 
than has hitherto been obtained There 
will, therefore, be placed before you 
a Bill, which has been drafted with the 
assistance of compete:nt professional 
opinion. both legal and medical. 

My Ministers have long had under 
consideration the necessity of Legis
lation to protect the people of the 
Dominion in respect to the sale of 
bonds and securities of fraudulent or 
doubtful character, and the necessity 
for this has been sharply emphasized 
by some of the unfortunate events, 
b·oth in this and other countries, dur
ing the past two years. There has, 
therefore, been drafted a Bill, follow
ing the lines of the legislation lately 
introduced, or in process of introduc
tion, in the va.rious Provinces of the 
neighbouring Dominion of Cana.da, 
which Bill it is h1oped will go far to 
ensure that our people shall have the 
necessary protectio,n in these reE!pects. 

During the past six years t~.e,..e has 
been adopted throughout the Provin
ces of Canada, with tbe exception of 
Quebec. an Act known as the Uniform 
Life Insurance Act, for renderi:cg uni
for·m the law in relation to Life Insur
ance thru·out that country. The greater 
part of the life tnsurance business in 
this Dominio·n is carried on by Can
adian Companies, whose policies and 
other documents are drawn up h.aving 
in view the Uniform Act. There \Vill . 
be placed before you a Bill brin.gi1ng 
our law in relation to life insur·ance 
int,o uniformity with that of th2 Pro
vinces of our sister Dominion. 

My Ministers pr·opose to submit for 
your information the text of a pro·pos
al mad·e by Mr. Ala'n S. Butler to the 
Government in relation to the Gander 
timber areas and water p·owers. 

I feel sure that y·o·u will give to all 
measures subn~itted to you that earn-
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est ·thouight that will result in benefici
al legislation, and. I trust the Almighty 
maY guide your counsels for the pro
motion of the best interes-ts of the 
Country. 

HON. THE PRIME llIINISTER-Mr. 
Speaker, before we 'proceed with the 
regular business, I would ask your 
permission and the permission of thB 
members of this !Qh!amber to call v·our 
attention to the passing, since we last 
met, of the Hon. John Anderson a11d 
the Hon S. K. Bell, two senior a11ri 
distjnguished leaders ·of the Legisla
tive Council. 

Hon. John Anderson ·came to Ne\~r
foundland ·over half 1a c·entury ago 
from Scotland; ihe came to us for 
service in that outstanding Baird firm 
of Water ·Street, one of the leadin.g 
commercial houses which has carried · 
011 the co·mn1erce of this country so 
successfully n1ow for a ·century or 
more. He was later ructively i'dentified 
with mercantile work himsel,f until the 
namei Anderson became almost a 
household word. In later life he gave 
considerable active effort to Municipal 
affairs and was identified with 1Jhe 
Co-o;perative Building Plan so that we 
still have, and for many years will 
have, the Anderson Range ,of houses 
in con·nection with that activity. But 
it is not in connection with these 
activities alone that the niame of the 
Hon. John Anderson will be remem
bered. 

As far 1ba1ck as 1909 he w.as iden1tified 
with promoters in Englan'd of the 
Daylight Savings Bill and it was in 
1917 that he successfully intro'duced 
the law into this country. The na.me 
Anderson has been in hon·or in New-_ 
foundland through his family as well 
-his iboys-the .senior is one of the 
outstandin·g dramatic critics oif the 
world I should say, :and his son, Mr. 
Hugh Anderson jr., who has recently 

:J 

prod11ced a successlful play ·on Broad
way of New Y·o-rk, and has b·ro·ught 
cre·dit, not only to the family, b·ut to 
the whole country because of his i1n
tellectual and artistic afbility. 

I would move, Sir, that this House 
desires to reco·rd the expression1 of its 
deep regret at the passing, since the 
last sessio·n of the Le:gislature, of the 
Hon. John Anderson, Mem·ber of the 
Legislativ·e 1C·ouncil ·and some time 
Memiber of the House of Assem·bly. 

Permit me to call attention, Sir, to 
the ,passing of the Hon. S. K. Bell. 
Identifie·d, as he w1as, in the ,early days 
with the constructio,n of the originial 
dry dock, he did a job there which we 
all remember 1had to be blown out by 
dyna.mite when co·nstruction wa.s re
un'dertaken a few years ag·o. He W'aS 
a m·an of substance in work, solidity 
in character, of enduring reputation, 
good senise, 1commer1cial albility a:n~d 

ship-1building acumen. In this country 
he was regarded as an authority in 
co·nnection with matters appertaining 
to shi!)S. Not ·only did he do good wo.rk, 
but in the early days a ste!amship 
badly disabled came into this port for 
repairs, Mr. Bell repair·~d this ship, 
working uirder difficulties. When the 
jo)b of repairin1g was completed t1he 
ship went back to En.glan'd and was 
exa.mined by expert marine engineers. 
The owners put the steamship as re
paired on exhibition !a1s an illustration 
of the outstandin'g ability of New
foundland workmen and marine en
gineers to carry out SUiCCess·fully a re
pair jo·b. It is such men as Anderson 
and Bell, suc1h familfes as they have 
been identified with that su·c1ceeds in 
making Newfoundland strong and 
great in philantroplhy anid industries. 

I consequently ~sk leave to move a 
similar resolution that this House de
sires to record the expression 0 1f its 
deep regret at the death since the 
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last session of the Legislature of the 
Hon. S. K. Bell. 

Before I take my seat I would like 
to refer to the passing of Mr. J. J. St. 
John, a gentleman well known to the 
community. There is successful com
mercial enterprise behind that name. 
For many years ihe was associated 
with t1his ·C'hamber as representative 
fo·r the' distri·ct of Harbor lVIain. His 
two ·parliamentary associates, Mr. 
Judge Morris o·f the Centr·al District 
C·ourt and Mr. W. W. Wo·odford sur
vive him, though not recently vvith hi1n. 
associated with political and public 

' 
life in· this community. His years of 
active :association with public life have 
given him a record which is well 
"'Tort'h us to in:formally remember 
here this afternoon. 

T·hose of us who are the ·older men1-
bers, who for nearly 25 years have 
been actively identifie·d with public 
life ren1ember with very great honor 
and esteem the name of J Orhn J. St. 
John. T·o his s·on, The Rev Fr. St. John 
anld the other memb·ers 10f his family 
we would particularly convey our re
gr1ets. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO.N
Mr. Speaker, H·O·n. John Anderson vvas 
an exceptional man in many instancef:!. 
He was enthusiastic, keen about 
everything he undertook. He was an 
exemplary ,citizen. He gave unsparin.g
ly of his time and talents. He has left 
something behind ·him that will bear 
his memory for a time, .so far as we 
can say, hum.anly speaking, as long as 
the world will last. He brought in, 
thro·ugh his persistency, the Daylight 
Saving Re.gulation, after ten years. He 
was identified with Mr. Willett of 
London with this movement. Mr. Wil
lett was the promoter of the m·ovement 
in' England. l\ir. Anderson will be 
coupled with the Daylight Savings 
Regulation of Newfounaand. He was 

Mayor of tlhe City for a term of years. 
He represented St. Jo·hn's West in 
this House for a full term. As the 
Prime lVIinjster has just stated, he was 
ass·o·ciated, in fact, he was the prime 
mover of the erection of the work
men·'s cottages, and it is an unfortun-

, 

ate thi'ng that they were not the fin-
an1cial success they mig4t have been. 
I-Ie has left two distinguished sons 
w;ho are carrying on the name and re
flecting credit on Newfoundland. 

In the ·case o.f Mr. Bell. He was 
born at Grand Bank in 1853. In his 
early days he was asso1ciate1d with the 
shipbuilding in·dustry, he became one 
of our most outstan·tlin.g s·hipwrights, 
l1e has done some very fine wor1lr, and, 
as the Prime Minister has already 
said, he was looked upon as an auth
ority in this industry. His was a re
tiring disposition, nevertheless, he did 
his duty as he saw it an·d served his 
country well as a ·member 0 1f the 
Legislative Council. In later years, un
fo·rtunately, 1h·e suffered from a very 
rain'ful ailment, but h 1e bore his suf
ferings with christian resignation and 
great fortitude. I had an opportunity 
of seeing h.im a short time befor•e his 
death and I was struck very forcibly 
how he stood up again1st the in tense 
agony he was going through. I desire 
also on behalf of the Oppo·sition and 
mysel1f to as,sociate myself with th~ 

e~pressions of the Hon. the Prime 
Minister in relation· to· the late Mr. J. 
J. 1St. J ·ohn. · He too was another very 
worthy and useful citizen). At one time 
he took a keen interest in a1ctive 
politics; but o,f later years he devoted 
his activities to his commercial bus
iness. He was another of that type of 
men w·ho ·Carried on hi.s business with-

out any great show, but did it SU1CCess

fully and well. I desire to say, Sir, 

that th·e relatives of those three 

gentlemen have our very great 

\ 
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sympathy in the losses they have sus

taine·dr. 

on motion of the Hon1. the Prime 
Minister, seco·nded by Ho·n. the Leader 
of the Opposition, the followi,ng Re
solutions were passed unantmously: 

RESOLVED: That thi1s House 'de
sires to record the exlpression of its 
deep regret at the death, since the last 
session o.f the Legislature of the Hon. 
John Anderso·n, i11.ember 0 1f the Le
o-islative ·Council ahd some time 
b 

111e1niber of the House of .Aissen1·bly. 

RESOI~VED: T'hat this House de
sires to record the ex1·pression ·of its 
deep regret at the death, ·since the last 
session o,f the Legislature ·Of the Hon. 
Samuel K. Bell, m1emb·er of th1e Le
gislative Council. 

llIR. BINDON--Mr. Spe.aker, I have 
I 

the hon.o·r to m·ove that a Select Com-
mittee be appointed to draft an Ad
dress in Reply to the S1peech from the 
Throne so gracio·u1sly delivered by His 
Excellen·CY the Governor at the open
ing of this Legislature, an'd w,hich I 
an1 ,sure will be received not only by 
this · House, but ·by the ,country gen·
erally, with sincerest respeict. 

I will crave your permission to first 
deal briefly with a few happeni11gs 
since the closing of the Legislat11~··e 

last year. We, as loyal British sub
jects, \Vere grieved to learn of the loss 
the Royal Family sustained in the 
death of H.R.H. the princess Royal. 
His Excellency the Governor cabled 
Their Majesties the he·artfelt sym-
pathy of His Ministers and people, to 
\vhicl1 Their Majesties graciol1sly re
plied. 

A well-lrnown personage and Mem
ber of the Legislative Cou_ncil, the 
late Hon. John ~ Anderson, ha,s since 
our last meeting passe·d a"\vay. Mr. 
""~nderson was well and favorably 
known tl1roughout the length and 

breadth of our country. For y8ars he 
carried on an extensive busi11t~~~ on 
v\'ater Street. He was a ma11 of ster
ling worth and always and ever ga\'e 

of l1is best in the interests and · for 
t lie welfare of his adopted cot111 try, 
<:tnd I an1 s11re I an1 voicing the senti
ments of the members4ip of this House 
wher1 I say tl1at we greatly regr.et his 
piassing and renew again our sy·n1-
pa thy to his relatives and numerot1s 
frie11ds. 

In tl1e Nevv Year's honors list Ne"\v
!~011n dland "'n1as not overlooked, ant! 
three of ou1~ E.--steemed citizens were i~
cluded in the list of honors. Sir 
Tasl\:er Cook, who has filled with 
credit tl1e high position of Mayor of 
our City and has also acted in the 
capacity of Premier, was created a 
Knigl1t Bachelor. Inspector General 
I-Iutchings, head of our police and fi1·e 
department, was made a Con1panio!l 
of the Most Distinguished Order of St. 
Micl1ael and St. George, and the cause 
of education was also recognized whe11 
Dr. V. P. Burke, Secretary of Educa
tion, received the O.B.E. To all three 
r take this opportunity of expressing 
Tn)r congratulations and I trust they 
will be spare·d us many years to carry 
on their good work and enjoy tl12 

honors bestowed upon them. 

T woulcl like to offer m~r sincere antl 

hearty congratulations to the Prin1e 
Minister, Sir Richa.rd Squires, on the 
signal honor bestowed upon him re
cently by His Most Gracious Majesty 
the King, in making him a member 
of the Privy Council. This honor, s:r, . 
is one of outstanding merit and a 
"Tell-deserved recognition. The aver
age pt1 blic ma:Q. is at all times open 
to the severest kind of criticisms, q_Tifl 

tl1is is especially· true of a Prime Min
ister, and in a country such a.s ours 
vvi1ere political views are rather nar
rr ,v, abilities of an outstanding man· 
are very often dwarfed by opposing 
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fa l'..tions, especially if that man is to 
the manor born. It is our just pride 
tben that the Ne,vfoundlander who r·=:
presented England s Oldest Colt,n)7

, or 
Ne,vest Dominion, call it what you 
\vill. to say the least measl1red up to 
tne tallest. 

T am sure. sir. the country will read 
'vith pleasure tl1e statement tl1at our 
exports of Paper and Pulp shovv a very 
substantial increase over the figures 
for the previous year. The increase 
for 1929-30 is in the vicinity of 32,000 
tons. This represents an additional 
value of one million dollars. I may be 
permitted to remark here that this in
dustry is due to the foresight and wis
dom of previous Liberal administra~ 

tions. Grand Falls came into existence 
under the government of the late Sir 
Robert Bond, and the very extensive 
operations now being carried on at 
Corner Brook are the result of the 
efforts of our present Prime Minister, 
Sir Richard A Squires. Ile, too, like 
his illustrious predecessor, was oppos
ed in 11is efforts to foster the paper 
and pulp industry in this country. 
Both Corner Brook and Grand Falls 
have been of incalculable value to 
Newfoundland during the past few 
~.rears, when, were it not for the splen
did avenue of employment afforded our 
people, the depression felt the wide 
world over would have been brought 
home to us more forcibly than it has 
been. 

It is equally pleasing to note that 
tl1e output from Buchans has also in
creased some 360,000 tons with an 
additional value of three and a quarter 
inillion of dollars. Th·ese industries 
are of material help to the country, 
and whilst occupying a prominent part 
in our economic life will not, in my 

opinion, ever eclipse the fisheries, 

I notice in the Speech from the 
Throne that the fisheries today re
present about fifty per cent of our 
exports. This is indeed a change 
from former years when the fishery 
comprised the major portion of our 
entire exports. Altho the actual value 
is down in dollars and cents the ma
jority of 011r manhood is interested and 
will conti11ue to be interested for all 
time. Our people should be encour
aged to prose·cu te the fishery to its 
fullest, as 11nder normal conditions the 
returns give satisfactory results for 
the length of time and effort devoted 
to its prosecution. Due to the special 
Pffort~ nf Rir Ri,-.h::irn Rn11irPc:i ~ littlP 

over a year ago, a new stimulus is be
ing given our fisheries by the associa
tio,n with this country of the British 
Empire Marketing Board. Sir Richard 
in this cas·e displays again that vision 
and foresight for which he is noted, 
and today as we open this Third Ses
sion of the 27th General Assembly of 
Newfoundland, we are assured of 
scientific research in all branches of 
our fisheries. 

The immediate results, of course, 
will not be apparent for some time, 
but there can be no question that as 
an ultimate result of Sir Richard's 
efforts our whole problem of fishing, 
both th·e catching, curing, and market
ing, will be immensely improved and 
enable us to make a successful com
petition with other countries which of 
late have been getting the edge of the 
wedge into the markets formerly held 
almost exclusively by Newfoundland. 

Another good measure, Mr. Speaker, 
is outlined in the Speech from the 
Throne. I refer, sir, to the proposed 

• 

legislation dealing with the selling of 
stocks and bonds in this country by 

irresponsible Canadian and American 

brokers. It would be illuminating to 

\vhich have made Newfoundland inter- know, Sir, just what amount of ready 

n2-tionally knoV\- -1. cash has been filched from local in-
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vestors during the past ten or fifteen 
years. Brokers have come in l1ere and 
sold 'vorthless stocks Gambling in 
n1ines, either gold or silver, is al
'vays of interest to people generally! 
but it is indeed time that Newfound
land legislated against this practice. 

I venture to assert tl1at within the 
past twenty years millions of dollars 
have been taken frolll our people by 
foreign brokers who disposed of 
mines and lands and other speculative 
investments which for the most part 
were positively worthless, and in fact 
it may not be uncharitable to say, 
really never existed. The surprising 
part of it is that shrewd business men 
have been victilllized by these outside 
sharpers who have made Newfound
land a special hunting ground. · 

It is, therefore, but right and proper 
tbat such legislation be introduce·d as 
'\vill put a stop to this sort of trade, 
and thereby protect the country 
against the loss of large sums of 
money annually. The money thus 
spent would be far more profitably 
en1ploye.d in extending local industry 
or in developing some of the newer 
exports, such as the blueberry trade or 
frozen fish. 

In common with the rest of the 
'vorld, Newfoundland is suffering from 
commerical depression, and this de
pression is the aftermath of the great 
war For three or four years during 
the war and for nine or ten years after 
the world was doing business on a 
rising commodity market; money was 
never more plentiful, the purchasing 
power of the people had greatly in
creased and wages became very high 
and business generally was going at 
very high pressure, so much so that 
any ordinary intelligent man must 
have known that such conditions could 
rtot go on indefinitelJ". The high 
standard of living exhausted the earn-

ings of the people generally, and pro
duction became more pronounced and 
it reached a stage where much more 
v-1as being produced than could be sold 
at a profit, and the structure toppled 
over, with the result that panic reign
ed supreme, foodstuffs and merchan
dise of every description was thrown 
on the market at a loss. Manufactur
eres began at once to curtail and mil
lions of workmen all over the world 
were thrown out of employment. 

The effect that this state of affairs 
will 11ave on our revenue will be on 
account of the lower value of our 
fishery and the shortening of wages 
arid the tl1rowing out of employment of 
nu1nerous n1en in our industrial plants 

. has for the time being de·creased the 
purehasing power of our people. We 
cannot purchase as much in dollars 
a:nd cents as we did in former years 
and the natural result is that the rev
eD ue is bound to be short. But that 
is nothing extraordinary. All the 
Provinces of Canada, with the possible 
exception of Quebec, will be short in 
revenue this year, and the great 
Dominion of Australia is financially 
hard-strapped. Even the Mother 
Country will show a large deficit this 
year. There is no need for me to 
enumerate further. The whole world 
is faced with a like set of circum
stances and we had to fall in line, 
although we are usually the last to 
be hit and the first to recover. 

We are, however, unfortunate in this 
country, in as much as the hardest 
knockers tl1at Newfoundland has are 
Newfoundlanders. Our views and 
ideas are so narrow that just as soon 
as we meet "rith any little setback our 
press begins at once to preach blue 
ruin to the people. Whether this is 
done from personal animosity or poli
tical spleen I }{now not, but I do know 
if it continues in the future as it has 
in the past, the day may co111e when 
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it will have a seriously damaging e·f
fect on our credit abroad. 

This falling off in revenue has its 
compensating advantages and our 
people gen1erally will be in a better 
position, in as much as tl1e purchasing 
power of their dollar will have greatly 
increased. For instance, flour is three 
or four dollars a barrel cheaper than 
last year. Pork and beef have gone 
down in price eight or nine dollars a 
barrel. Provisions and groceries gen
erally have declined in price, and with 
clothing and merchandise there is a 
substantial reduction all round. 

I fully realise tl1at we are living in 
an industrial age and Ne,vfoundland, 
like our neighbors to the West, is 
slowly but surely beeoming indus
trialized, and it appears in the course 
of time (bt1t i11 a very long time, in 
my estin1ation) the Newfoundland 
fisheries will not bulk as largely as 
formerly it has as our chief national 
asset. But this it not likely to occur 
in our time. 

The fishery is the greatest national 
asset we have, and is to us what wheat 
i~ to Canada; its chief source of in
come. It is a necessary of life, a pro
duct that can always be disposed of, 
and is in general demand, but we nlust 
never forget that the consumer wants 
a good article and it is up to us to 
give it to him. We are about the only 
~-· ~ 

people in the world that seem to think 
that the consumers must take what we 
give them and not what they want. 
l have seen this delicacy-because fish 
if: a delicate food-handled as would 
be a cargo of white-ends, ancl some 
exporters are the greatest sinners in 
this respect. I have heard of fis!:1 
reaching the nlarkets in such a f'O~di

tion that part of it had to be sl1ovel led 
o"T1er the side of the vessel, carted 
a vvay and destroyed. 

The average buyer and seller has 
only his only interests at heart and 
buys and sells to make a profit. This 
is alrigl1 t in certain ways and is only 
n4-.tural to expect, but with the fishery 
where seven-eights of our people are 
r.ot only interested but dependent, he 
should not be allowed to ship to mar
ket fish not up to the standard and 
graded as the particular market de
sires, because it is of national im
portance. 

A cargo of fish may be shippe·d to 
Spain; some particular agent or ex
porter may get a rush order for a car
go while the market is good, and he 
rushes off that cargo and probably 
\\'-as not too particular as to tl1e qual
ity of the fish. It reacl1es the market 
and he realises a good profit, and if it 
turns out well it is not only a benefit 
to him hut to the country a8 w~ll. 

But, on the other hand, after that 
fish reaches the retail merchant and 
from 11im to the consumer, and turns 
out inferior or bad, it is not only not 
a. benefit but an absolute menace to 
the country and it is in cases such as 
I have just quoted that standardiza
tion is absolutely necessary. 

I need only cite for you the great 
paclcing houses of the U.S.A. that are 
making huge fortunes and from small 
beginnings, and if we look back on the 
early days of those houses we will find 
that the promoters or managers were 
nothing more nor less than ordinary 
butchers, but they had insight enough 
to call in expert advice and acted 
upon it, had their products standard
ize.a, sent agents broadcast over the 
\vorld with neat and dainty samples of 
tl1eir goods seeking new markets and 
finding out what way the different 
buyers would want it put up and 
endeavored to please them in every 
way, with the result that they are an 
everlasting benefit to their country. 
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Now, sir, I ask you how many agents 
Iiave we abroad today with samples of 
our products seeking new markets and 
finding out what w.ay w·e ,could pack 
them to suit the would-be purchaser. 
The answer is obvious. The greater 
part of our catch is subject to the few 
buyers in Brazil. We ship them tl1e 
fisl1 · in the same old way and when 
the markets there are good we reap 
tlie benefit, but if like last year the 
market is poor, we get a knockout 
blow. In other words, we depend 
largely upon Brazil for our livelihood, 
\vith the whole of .South America 
barely scratched, with Argenti·n'e and 
:V1exico, with its forty or fifty millions 
of people untoucl1ed, and their in
l1a bitants are practically the same na
tior1ality as Brazil-Spaniards and 
Portugese-and it is not at all un
reasonable to believe that they eat 
the same ki11d of food. I fear, sir, we 
are n1ot to be comp1limented on our 
aggressiveness in this respect. 

With one or two exceptions where 
smelts, salmon and codfish are being 
exported in cold storage marked pro
gress is being made, and the pro
moters or exporters are to be highly 
complimented for their activity and 
general business acumen, and I trust, 
sir, that their venture will pay them 
far better than they ever anticipated. 
But with these exceptions we are 
catching, curing and marketing our 
fisl1 in the same old way that our fore
fatl1ers did, despite the fact that we 
are living in a technical age and need 
technical men to handle· our products, 
to advise us as to the habits of the 
fish, to advise fishermen as to the cur
ing of their fish. There should be 
some sort of standardization between 
buyer and seller here and elsewhere. 
There should be a bureau of informa
tion for our merchants. People, poli
ticians and men not interested may 
talk and shout all they like but the 
fact remains that some sort of stand-

ardization or regulation is absolutely 
necessary for the greatest asset that 
Newfoundland has-the fishery . 

So much for standardization. Now 
let us look back the past twenty or 
tl1irty years and see what has been 
done in this country to protect and en
courage the fisheries. I am afraid, 
very little, Last year our fishermen 
v.rere faced with a very great hardship 
by the scarcity of bait, and we had the 
finest fisl1ermen the world can produce 
lying on their oars practically the 
\Vhole summer waiting for the bait 
that never came. It was so distressing 
to them that numbers of them chuck
ed the fishery and sought any kind of 
en1ployment they could secure. I trust 
\Ve will never experience anything 
li~e that again, and I feel we will not. 
Already, I understand, several bait 
depots are being started in several 
places, and the Government is aiding 
and encouraging the promote·rs 
every way possible. 

• in 

Some years ago, Mr. Speaker, the 
farmers of Australia were suffering 
greatly by destruction to their crops 
by rabbits, and the governme·nt placed 
a bounty on tl1e head of a rabbit, with 
the result that bunny had to go and 
the crops were saved the farmers. 
Not very long ago the salmon fishers 
of the Pacific coast were seriously 
handicappe·d by the havoc the seals 
were doing to the salmon, and huge 
sums were voted for the killing of the 
seals, and even machine guns were 
brought to bear on them, and the sal
mon fishery was saved. 

About twelve· or thirteen years ago 
dogfish came in small quantities to 
our waters, and did we then try and 
find out the meaning of their coming, 
if they were to be a bene·fit or menace 
to our codfishery? No; we looked 
upon them as curious and would 
\Valk a mile to see one. Each sue-
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ceeding year th·ey came in greater 
numbers, until today they are the 
greatest curse and the greatest men
ace that eve·r came near the shores of 
Newfoundland, and still nothing has 
been done. These brutes are fast 
breaking the spirit of the shore fisher
men. We can only imagine and never 
describe the hardships our fishermen 
suffer from them. Is there anything 
more heartbreaking than for fishermen 
to go to their traps, nets or trawls 
and to find them not only fil1ed w iLl1 
dogfish but their fishing gear J)Ut out 
of commission, for they actuaJly eat 
the · twine. 

Now, 8~r, I have no doubt that a 
great maliy people will laugh at me 
for what I am going to say, but I will 
hold to my opinions till someone can 
convince me to the· contrary. I be
lieve that the dogfish can be greatly 
lessened, if not exterminated. They 
are not a spawning fish, therefore 
they can be destroyed, and if some
lhing is not soon done I make bold to 
say that our shore fishery will soon 
tJe a thing of the past. 

I believe if a bounty, which would 
need only to be very small, were paid 
the fishermen for the catching of the1n 
it would have the desired effect. In 
fact a bounty would serve a threefold 
mission, inasmuch as it would in tue 
first place kill off this menace, i! 
would be the· means of keeping ">n r 
men at the fishery, because when the 
l:ogfish appear in gr2at numbers the 
n1cn get disheartened and leave the 
!lshel y to 'x,rork on the roads only to 
find that at the e o.d of the surn1ncr 
they are as bad off as when they start 
ed; it would encourage the merchant 
to supply the shore fishermen because 
their time would n·ot b·e· lost and if pre
vented from catching the codfish they· 
would . at least make a day's pay with 
the dogfish which would be a great 
help in paying their supply bill. I 

make bold to say, sir, that if a st1111 cf 
money could be voted for the kil 1i11g 
cf dogfish it would be the best v.1 ay 
possible for money to be spent in this 
country. 

Just at this time, Mr. Speaker, a 
great many of our hardy toilers are 
tramping the frozen pans prosecutir1£S 
the sealfishery-an important branc 11 

of our fisheries-and I am sure I can 
take the liberty of speaking on behalf 
of every member on both sides of t:he 
Hous·e wh·en I say that we wish tl1en1 
the best of h~alth, bumper trips, 
Godspeed and a safe return. 

I have much pleasure, Mr. Speaker, 
in moving that a Select Committee 
be appointed to draft an address in 
reply to His Excellency's most gra
cious Speech from the Throne. 

MR. STRONG___,Mr. Speaker, it is 
with much pleasure I rise to sec·ond 
th1e m·otion· made by my friend the 
' 
Hon. mem·ber for St. Mary's who has 
so wbly proposed an Address in Re1ply 
to Hi's Excellency the :Governor's most 
graciou·s Speech. 

Reference· has been made to the 
fact, Mr. Speaker, that His Excellency 
on behalf on his Ministers and people 
of Newfoundland presented our re
spectful and heartfelt sympathy to 
their M.ajesties on the death of Her 
Royal Highness the Princess Royal, 
which was acknowledged by th9ir 
1\ilajesties in a message of thanks. 

The people of this country, sir, are 
second to none in their love, loyalty 
and devotion to the persons of their 
Majesties, and in the loss that they 
have sustained we, in common with 
loyal subjects throughout the Empire, 
feel that touch of sympathy which, 
though felt by high or low, rich or 
poor, makes the whole world akin. 

• 
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Since we last met in session here 
the I111perial Economic Conference has 
met in London, wbicb, altb_o criticised 
in so1ne quarters as not having accom
plished all that could be desired, on 
the other band is in !tself an evidence 
of tbe ne"v spirit of the times, an evi
dence of a recognition of the fact that 
economic and other problems with 
which our great comn1onwealth of na
tions is face-d today can best be solved 
by a free and frank discussion of those 
pro1Jlen1s by representatives of the 
various don1inions \Vitbin the Empire; 
anti while it would he too much to 
expect that all that coulcl have been 
ciesi red by the participants In the 
Conference, could have been achieved 
in o·ne s·ession, it is mo.st ·Certainly 
fraught with great possibilities for 
the interest and welfare of the peoples 
of the countries represented. 

Ne,,·foundland. lVTr. Speaker, was 
fortunate in bei11g represented at that 
Conference by the Prime Minister, the 
Rt. Hon. Sir Richard Squir·es, and at 
this time, sir, I would like to avail 
n1yself of the opportunity presented 
11ere of congratulating him on the dis
tinguished honor conferred on him per
sonally, and through him on this 
Dominion, by his having been appoint
ed a me·m.ber oif His Majesty's Privy 
Council. 

B€fore passi11g on t•o further comme·nt 
on various matters mentioned in His 
Excellency's speech, I would also like 
to join with the hon. member for St. 
lVI:ary's in congratulations to the three 
distinguished gentlemen who have 
but recently been the recipients of 
11onors conferred on them by His 
Most Gracious Majesty the King. I 
refer, Sir, to Sir Tas'.irer Cook, who 
vvas created a Knight Bachelor, Mr. 
C. H. Hutchings, who was made a 
Companion of the Most Distinguished 
Order of St. Michael and St. George, 
and Dr. V. P. Burke, who was elevated 

from the rank of M.B.E. to that of 
O.B.E. All threie are gentleme·n. of 
whom Newfoundland may well be 
proud, \Vho undoubtedly merit the 
special recognition conferred on them. 

'¥e meet here today, 1\iir. Speaker, 
under an existing condition of world 
affairs which from the standpoint of 
its magnitude at least, is unparalleled 
in history. Millions of our fellow-men 
in all parts of the world are haunted 
by the grim spectre of unemployment 
'with it~ ~.c<~omnanving seQuence of 

hunger, misery and degradation. 

Does life present any more tragic 
figure than that of a man, with his 
inherent God-given powers, trained 
for a task, skilled in the execution of 
the work demanded by his particular 
'rocation, anxious to feel the tug on 
muscle and bone in the performance 
of constructive work, wife and child
ren dependent on him for the nec,es
sities of life, and the world saying to 
countless thousands of such me·n: You 
are not wanted. Death itself presents 
not nearly as great a tragedy as the 
situation I have outlined. 

We are living under the dominance 
of a great and ruthless economic sys
tem the inotto of which appears to be: 
Every man for himself and the devil 
take the hindmost; an economic .sys
tem so sensitive that the cutting of 
wood in a forest in Russia affects the 
earning power of a Newfoundland 
'voodsn1an; so sensitive that a de-fl.cit 
in the exchequer of a foreign govern
ment, or a revolution in a foreign 
state, may mean the difference in 
price of a dollar on a quintal of fish 
to a Newfoundland fisherman. An 
economic system full ,o.f ala.rming in
consistencies: witness machines which 
remove tremendous burdens of toil 
f1 om the shoulders of men and at tb e 
same time by throwing them out or 
employment make it impossible for 
them to purchase the products turned 
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out by machinery; an econ·omic sys
te·m full of absurd paradoxes, witness 
talk of overproduction in various 
lines, when thousa11ds of people are 
starving and clamoring for tl1ose 
things we claim have been over· 
produced. 

This great economic system of tl"!e 
-v1orld stands on trial today before th~ 
bar of public opinion as never before. 
and millions of people who have nev~r 
raised a question regarding it are 
asking thems·e1ves if such a systen1! 
with its roots deeply buried in aelf
interest, may not well be so recon
structed or transformed that it shall 
work in closer harmony with t11e 
thought expressed by that great po~t 
who dreamed of that time when ea.ch 
shall find his own in all men's good, 
and all men live in noble brotherhood: 
so transformed that it shall be more 
in accord with the spirit of brother
hood .envisioned by the inspired pro
phets who foretold a day when men 

' 
should throw their silver and gold 
in the streets, realizing tha.t a man's 
life is of more value than s~ I Vb r or 
gold. 

A greater amount of intelligent 
thought is, as a consequence of the 
growing feeling of kindliness, abroad 
in the world today, being directed to
wards th·e mitigation and ultimate 
elimination of the evils inherent in the 
economic system of the world, and is 
one of the bright spots in a somewhat 
dark picture • 

I trust you will pardon me, Sir, for 
this somewhat lengthy digression~ 

and I will proceed: 

Our own country, in common with 
the rest of the world, has during the 
past year suffered from the effects of 
the world-wide industrial depressiort. 
and with a decline in prices, in many 
cases below the actual cost of pro
dt1ction, more espe~ially in the case 

of food stuffs, our fishermen recei"veJ 
lCt.st year such low prices for the pr(·
tiuct of their toil that in great nl1m
bers of cases they were without ti1e 

ineans to provide for themselves ~,~_ ti 

families during the "\VintJer, and in 
t,. <) many cases could not even pay 

their sur41n1er's accounts. T·o ·aggravate 
a situation already grave on account 
of low prices in our markets, we ex
perie11ced last year a period of hot 
sultry weather which resulted in 
thousands of quintals of fish being sun
burnt and for wl1ich the producers did 
not receive sufficient returns to pay 
them for catching and curing it, and 
the fish that in ordinary seasons con
stituted the ereater part of our No. 1 
article, turned out to be of very in
ferior quality. 

Here I w1ould like to make a few 
remarks, Sir, regarding t:_e necessity 
for everyone interested in our staple 
fJroduct to concentrate on curing a11d 
exporting the very best article it is 
possible to turn out. We can allvays 
sell good fish, and often when foreig11 
\Varehouses are carrying large stocks 
ot inferior quality, which even ,,-e 

• 

ourselves would not eat, the deman 'j 
\V ould be ample to allow of its sale a.t 
a profit if the quality were only up 
to the standard required. 

We are pleas·e·d to note, Mr. Speal.:er. 
tl1at although our fishery has not 
yielded the returns that we could so 
ardently wish, in other important en
terprises the facts are most encour
aging. 

The export of pulp and paper shows 
an increased volume of 32,000 tons, 
as compared with the previous year, 
with a consequent increased value of 
one million dollars. 

The exports from Buchans Mine also 
shows an increase ·of 360;000 tons 
\\Tith a corresponding increased value 
1of three a.nd a quarter million dollars. 
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In these particular instances, as 
'vell as in the fact that we ·have a 
·,, ble trade balance for the year of f.,.,vora 

6 million dollars, we have great over 
reason to be thanl{ful. 

Only al)out 20 years 1ago ninety pier 
nt of our exports were composed of 

~:hery products, and it is qu~te evi
dent to all that in that period we 
have made great strides along the 
way of indttstrial development. 

The erection of an up-to-date 
machine shop and equipment in the 
west end of the city will, in co-opera
tion with the dry dock, result, we feel 
assured, in greater efficiency and 
earning power for both, as well as 
producing very necessary employment 
for many men at a period when it is 
urgently necessary. 

· I feel certain, Mr. Speaker, that all 
will llP. nlea.seil t.o le::lrn th~.t the re

railing of ·the rail way has been com
pleted and that it is not anticipated 
th.at any capital expenditure on ac
count of our railway will be necessary 
d ui·ing the coming year. One has 
only to travel a short distance over 
the road today to realize the immense 
i1nprovement which has been brought 
about in recent years, both in regard 
to road bed and rolling stock. It 
only seems a few years ago since a trip 
by rail ir1 this country was a case of 
"off again, on again," while today such 
a revolutionary change has been 
brought about that this great public 
utility compares favorably from the 
standpoint of comfort and service 
with the great railways of Canada 
and the United States. 

Leaving otl).er points mentior.ed to 
come to our fisheries again fo!' a brief 
moment. It is most gratifying to 
learn of the co-operation of the British 
Empire Marketing Board with our 
government, in the formation of a 
fisheries research commission for the 

purposfl of placing our :fisheries on a 
~cientific basis. 

Tl1e latest scientific knowledge of 
their fisheries 11as been a'\railable for 
years past to the fis·hermen of France. 
England. Scotland and Norway and 
other co11ntries, \Vbile we, primarily 
a fishing country have been content 
to pursue the same old methods fol
lowed by the early pioneers in our 
fishir1g indt1stry, which . while good 
enough in their day need the addition
al light which scientific rese·arch can 
bring to bear on our ~roblems, an~ 

which may bring a new era of pros
perity to the great industry on '\Vhich 
so many of ot1r people depend. 

' Through the interest of the Prime 
Mi11ister in enlisting the co-operation 
of the Empire Marketing Board to the 
extent of financing the undertaking in 
the sum of $25,000 per year for five 
years, with a like sum to be provided 

~ 

bv our own government, the country 
• 

will undoubtedly reap benefits of in-
esti1nable value. 

In conclusion, l\Tr. Spealrer, I wish 
to express my sincere conviction that 
although as a. result of a world-wide 
depression, we are passing througl1 
troubleso1ne times, our position is 
very much better than that of many 
of our neighbors, and with ot:r ac
lrno\vledgod qt1ick recovery in the J)ast 
from the effects of various financi.:tl 
reverses, we shall by the energy and 
persistence in the face of obstacles dis
played by Newfoundlanders all the 
wor Id over, soon be ?-gain on the high
road to prosperity. 

I have pleasure, sir, in secondjng 
the n1otion now before the House fr.r 
the appointment of a committee to 
draft a.n Address in Reply to His Ex
cellency's most gracious speech with 
which he has opened, this session of the 
Legislature. 

• 

• 
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HON. LE .. i\DER OF OPPOSITION~ 
Mr. Speaker, I desire most heartily to 
congratulate th·e Hon. Mover and the 
H·on. Seconder of the moti·on that a 
Select ·Co111mittee 1be appointed to 
draift the Address in Reply to the 
Spee ch from the Throne. The Hon. 
Mem,ber for .st. Mary's sho·wed us that 
he 'has given very dili.ge·nt study to the 
preparation of his speech, and it is 
extren1ely creditable to him. The Hon. 
memiber for White Bay 'vas quite in
teresti·ng to·o. He took rather another 
line, ino·re of general economi1cs, b11t 
in my opini10E. these two speeches are 
outstanding insofar as speake1 s for 
the movement for a ·committee to be 
appoi111ted t·o draft and Addre1ss in Re
ply. They a·re more fo·rtunate than I 
am; they 11ave ·had an ·opportunity of 
reading the S.peech through, of study
in. ~ every line and every wo·rd. You 
know the procedure, Mr. Speaker. We 
are called here from this House to· 
attend at the 'Bay of anoth·er House. 
'Ve listen to a Speec'h; we hear it 
m·ore or less distinctly from the lips of 
Hi's Excellency, and we come do\vn 
11 ere aqain, an1d, to use your own 
'vords, for th·e ,purpose of gr1eater ac
cur.acy, have it rea·d o·ver again. After 
it is read we are 'handed a copy of the 
Spee1ch; our manners p·revent llS from 
reading that Speech when Hon. m·em
bers are speakrng. Conisequently one 
had v·ery little time or very little o·p
portunity to analyse the Speech. It 
~eems to me, Mr. Spea·ker, that it 
\vould .be no m·ore than an act of 
courtesy and followin;g out the tr·adi
tions in other Houses of Parliament 
all over the Empire that th1e Leader 
of the Opposition mi:ght ·be han'ded or 
put in possessi,on of a copy ·of th:e 
ST'eech. say. one hour be.fore the 
ope11ing of the House. 

After all, why should it not b1e so? 
• 

A re we not here for the common good? 
\Ve prof.ess we are. Surely the Govern-

n1ent are anx'ious, h·o·ping for, lo·o·k'iJilg 
for hone·st criticism, and tl1e only way 
we can criticis1e fairly and honestly 
is by being given ample notice and the 
opportunity of ascertainin·g the f:a1cts, 
so that I say it is rather diffi·cult for 
me to· criticise as in1tellige1ntly as I am 
able until one gets a chance to study 
i:he Speech. There is ·One oth·er ;matter 
and that is the date this House is 
met. The pr1o·rogation was to th1e 18th 
of March, ·with the indication t..liat 
th·ere would be a further prorogatio11. 
The Government for som·e very .grave 
ce.ason, for one, of which I arn quite 
sure that the Hon·. Leader of the Gov
ernm.en t will inform us on the first op
portunity, brought fo·r,vard the date 
to to-day. It disconcerted a good many 
men. They were fully of the 01ryinion 
that this House wo·uld not ·meet be.fore 
the last week of the m·onth or the 
first week of April, co·nsequently they 
will feel that they m.ay appe.ar r·emiss 
in their duties towards the country 
by niot 1being 1he·re wl1en tl1e Legi·sla
tive ·Coun1cil is in ses1sion. 

• 

1Coming to the Speech, on1e does not 
like to ·criticise it harshly, but it i.s a 
very long Speech, and it se.ems to me 
that the co·mplier of this S1peech said 
"I can't give them much in q11ality, 
but I will give th1em lots in quantity." 
It does ·not seem to me that there is 
much in this Speech that calls for 
con·struc.t~ve thought. O·ne can't se_e 
very mu1ch. 10·f a ray of hope ·in any 
part. In the second last paragraph is 
the only line that gives us hope that 
there is something comin.g. I was sur
prised to see that after the gr·eat ' 
hurrah made a)bout t'he standardization 
of fish; wh.at a pana·ceq, it was going 
to be for the country; h·ow it was go
ing to make every fisherman· hap·py, 
comforta·ble and co'nltent, I a1n sur
prf.sed t·o· ·see ft relegate·d into the 
centre of a .paragraph. I don 1t kno·w 
1nuch about the standardization of 
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fish. I will grve it some tho·ught when 
the time comes. I understand the Bill 
will reach the House before the close; 
it will be time enough then to discuss 
it. It is i1npo1ssi,ble for the Government 
to run a fishing industry; all it caTI 
do is t10' place scientific facts befor·e 
the people, but it .·can enact law1s and 
see that they are enforced; t'he most 
of that industry 'is from the fisherman 
to the merchants who are going to 
make that industry a success. If I 
were asked to put in three words the 
three things most essential to the 
prosperity of the fishery, I should say 
Rationalization1, Standardizati1on and 
Centralization. I'f these three things 
could be put into operation, it would 
go a long way to·wards solving our 
fishery problems. 

I would like to be able to think lilke 
the Ho·n. gentleman who wrot·e this 
Speech from the Throne 1that distress 
is not prevalent in our midst. Now 
this Speech must .have 1been written 
many months ago, lbecau,se we all 
know that poverty and destitutio·n is 
stalking throug,hout the land apd poor 
telief is being given out all over the 
country. For exam,ple:, a n1ember of the 
QJo,vernment party told m,e that niot for 
thi1rty years has there /been such call 
for poor relief as there has been for 
the past year. Then why s·ho,uld the 
Government be afratd to admi1t that 
there has ·been and is at the 'present 
time destitution .an·d distres1s prevail
ing in the 1country. Is it because of 
the outrageous promises made by th1e 
Government in, the Fall of 1928 an1d 
Which pron1ises 1brought the present 
Government into pio.wer. Then the 
people were tol1d that milk an,d honey 
would flo,w thr1oughout the land and 
that they would never see another 
poor day, and now the Government 
an1d the members thereof are afraid 
to admit that there is any depression 
Bxisting. Why, vve hear it from every 

distrlct that ba·d times are 10,btaining. 
Even at Corner Broo1k, the Prime Min
ister's o,,,.n conistituency, which is sup
posed to be a hive of indu1stry, we are 
in'formecl of de1pression and hard tin1e~ 
exi1sting and relief is being given 011t 
there. I thin·k the Government is afraid 
to admit this fact, and, consequently, 
I think it is a confes·sion of weakness 
and a co·nfessio·n of failure on tl1e 
part o·f the Government. 

I notice in the Speech fro,m the 
T·hrone that the rerai1ling of the rail
\vay line from St. John's to Port aux 
Basques has been completed. No dou:bt 
this will be very beneficial and I h·o.pe 
:,~ -\vill mean, a great saving i'n the 
operation of the road an1d. th.at 
gradually 've will be aible to, bring 
down the cost of o.peratin1g the rail way 
to one-half of what it costs today. It 
is also gratifying to hear that there 
will be no necessi1ty for any further 
expenditure on capital account in con
nection \Vith the railway, after the 
co1npletion· :o,f the n'ew Machine Sho,p 
at the Dry Doc1k. Of course, la1st year 
there was a large expend'iture o·n 
capital account for the railway and I 
s1111p,ose that acco11n1ts for the antici
pated reduction this ye·a.r. Regar'ding 
the erection of the new machine shops, 
I am in enti1re accord. T;here is n·o use 
having an up-to-date Dry Dock if o,ur 
mac·hine sh1ops do n1ot gilve accurate 
workn1an1ship, and I hope that when 
our new machine shops are fin.jshed 
and in proper wor'king order we will 
be able to give a good substantial job, 
that there will be no more repairs of 
a ten1porary character done to shi'ps 
calling here and that all repair work 
will be of a permanent n,ature. 

An1other paragraph in the Spee,ch 
fron1 the Throne deals w'ith the Im
perial 'Con:ference held in Lo·ndon last 
year. This is very interestin,g an:d I 
a1n in hopes that -later on tl1e Prime 

• 
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~'Iin ister will give more details in con1-
11ection with the busisness transacted 
by t l1e Prime lVIiniBters ·of t he different 
Dominion1s of the En1pire. I believ·e that 
.the getting togetl1 er of tl1e different 
Prime Ministers ·around the table is 
the proper way to d10· busines·s. 

vVe were told this afternoon by the 
mem.ber for St. l\1ary's that tb e re
venu1e for this year will be s.hort and 
11e comfo·rte1d 11imself with the thought 
that that was brought a.bot1t be·cause 
\Ve collected m·ost of our duty 011 an 
ad valo·r 'em basis. I think it iR very 
clisciomforting, 1b1ecause even if you 
buy goods which have redt1c1ed in 
pri1ce. you mu1st have the inoney t0 

buy them. T.h1e great trouble is the 
great ·scarcity of rea·dy money among 
our people. What is needed is increase·i 
rurchasing power in the country, but 
that is not in sight and so we are to 
go on ·borr10.win·g mor·e money. I 
un.derstand that the loan to· be retired 
is for two million dollars borr·owed 
during the war. I an1 afra,id the G·ov
ernm1ent ar~ n 1ot takin,g all the steps 
tl1ey might to reduce the n.ecessity of 
tl1i's borrowing of money and it is 
time we st1o·pped this borrowing. There 
is no attempt 1bein~ inade by the p·res
ent Goviernim·ent to e·conomize, b11t 
rather is ther·e every indication to 
ke1ep on borrowin1g. It is like a inan 
borrowing to pay the interest on the 
mo11ey he owes. 

The Sneec11 fr·om th1e Th1rone also 
tells us tl1at tl1e ·Census will be taken 
this year. T'hat is interesting,. but it 
is regrettable in the sense that ·o·ur 
popt1la1tion is increasin.g so slovvly 
8.11d that is account1eU for 1by the 
P.1umb·er of 011r young n1en and won1en 
who are leaving the country .·because 
they ar1e a.ble to get better conditions 
t11an they are able to get at hom·e. I 
think that is also a problem that 
sh1oulcl be tackl·ed. I would like to see 
a,11 effort i11ade to make life more 

• 

livaJble in the outports. I do n·ot blame 
the younger fol1{S for leavin1g the out
rorts where there is nothing to oc
cupy their spar·e time and I believe 
th.at s·ome pleasures s11ch as radios, 
movi,es, etc., should 1be priovided. 

I am pl·eas1ed indeed to learn that 
the Governmen\t are continuing to 
operat·e the Newfou11dland Hotel. I do 
not think we ·could very well get alo~g 
witho.ut it now and I thin·k it is now 
rieally ai public utility. I am glad to 
say to·o that under the new manage
ment .giood progress has been made 
to\vards getting pe·ople to .stay th·ere. 

. 
Wtth regard to· the Publi1c Health 

Bill mentionte·d in th·e Speech, I thinl{ 
this is a necessity and '\\-.,.e sho·ul1d have 
had it enact1ed into law la·st year wh·en 
the Bill was introduced here. I con.
gratulate the gentleman who w1ent to 
su·ch i'roulble in having the Bill drafte·d 
and I can assure him that we, on this 
side of th·e House, will us-e our b·est 
endeavours to get the Bill tl1rougl1 
a.n 1rl inal{1e it w10.rkable and beneficial 
to the c·ountry at large. 

Resp1ecting the Securities Bill, I 
think, Sir, this Bill sl1ould hav;e be·en 
in 0 1-v'\eration here yea·r ·s ago·, as too 
ofte11 11ave our people ·b1een fleeced by 
i11vestin.g their mon1ey in oil w·ells and 
otl1er wild ·cat s·ch·e·~es with strang
ers. I d·o no.t think that our people are 
any mor·e prejudi.ced agai'n1st trans
a cti!o·ns ·of dou.btful char·acter th1an the 
people of other countr·ies are, and 
I a.m glad to s1ee that we ar·e goin1g to 
have a Securities Bill '\vhich will be 
the means of saving some of the hard 
earned money of ou·r p·eople. 

We are also told in the s ·peech fro111 
the T11rone that we 1are go,ing to have 
a Life Insurance ... L\..ct intro·duced at 
this ·session. Time was when\ a man 
had to argue a g·r 1eat deal with his 
client to sell insurance. 
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o·enerally agreed that the payin1g of 
b 

.life insuran1c1e is as ne·cessary a.nd as 
important as the paying of r1ent. 

There is ju·st one mo:rie paragraph 
in the Speech fro·m the Throne that I 
,vould like to refer to before taking 

111y seat an1d that is th.e one wfu.icl1 

8 ays: "My l\tinjsters prop,os,e to submit 
for ~ronr information the text orf a 
proposal inade by Mr. Alan 1S. Butler 
to the Government in relation to the 
Gander timber areas and water pow
ers." Mr. Spea;ker, I would like to re
fer to the Sp·eech of last year', a·nd, 
for the pur·:rose of greater· accu1racy, I 
shall read a paragraph o.f it. 

(Reads.) 

Now when we heard that read last 
year everybody was ju1bliant that theire 
was going to be a Gander De1al and 
that a "Gang was go-in1g on· the 
Gander." 

One minister of the 1Crown on his 
return fron1 the ·C'onference in New 
York last yea·r was known to have 
said the Rev·enue wo,uld 1b1e increas·ed 
by two and a 11alf millions a ye.ar 1by 
tbe Gander Deal an·d that about f·our 
millio11 dollars a year was to 1be ex
pended on la.bor. Thou·gh this had 
come directly from a Minister of the 
CTown himself yiet when ask,ed about 
it a fe·w weeks later in th·e House, 
nothing was known. · Now this Mr. 
Alan Butler has come on th·e s·cene, • 
a11d it lo1dks as if Mr. Butler· is dictat-
ing the policy of the Governm1ent. The 
Government acting through the Min
istry of Justice placed writs on the 
property in question, and it seems to 
ine as if there is som,e betrayal so·me
\Vhere. If those M'inister'S are com
petent and acting in 1all hon1esty, why 
was the Gander Deal m1ention1ed at all 
in the Spe·ech from the Thro,ne last 
Year. I really, SiT, think it most 
lamentable that last years session 

should have been completed without 
anything hav'ing been do11·e in the mat
ter, as I b,elieve it was the last chan·ce 
've will get 'fo·r years. Economic co·n
ditionis ar'e now such that I ~ear' no, 
s11cl1 good terms will be now available 
as on last year. If the ·contrairy it true 
I shall 1be ino·st a.gr·eerubly surprised 
and I wis'h to say, Sir, tl1at as far as 

• the Onp·osition is concern·ed we will 
do ever·ything possible for th,e p·ro·mo
tion of the deal and w.e a·re m.o·st 

.anx'ious to help by fr·ank and open 
criticism. It is not our intention to 
hold p legislation, but rather· to :give 
the mem1b,ers of the gio,vernm·ent the 
beneif:it of our ideas. The fa·ct that we 
a.re on opposite sides o.f the Ho·use 
does not mean that we are not patrio
tic Newfoundland·eTs. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER----iMr. 
s .p.eaker, I should first o.f 1all like to 
j1oin my;self iin the congir!atulations to 
Mr. Bin1don and Mr. St1ro:n1g, the pr·o
po·ser and seconder o.f the m.oti·on o.f 
the AB.dress in Reply. Borth th.ese 
gentlemen have acquitted themselves 
a·s well. as the seinior men in1 the 
House. Both their a,ddr·esses were most 
excellent and displayed a depth 10f 
thought and a 1real kn:o.wl1edge a.nd ap
pr'eciation of the pir1oblems th!at con·
fro'nt us to-day. To· the Leader of the 
Opp1osition I wis·h to exp1ress my sin
cere thanks and app1r1eciation to, pull 
with the governmenrt in thought and 
ar:guemeint. '11h1ere is n',othling mor·e 
benefi·cial to 01r m 1oire lik1ely to br[ng 
about gio·od ·legislation than op,e:n de
b1ati\ng. No .one gro·u·p, b1e i\t go·vern-
1nent ·or o·p1nosition, can ever know it 
t:tll, a·nd it is only the c·o-operaition o.f 
both gr·oups :an~d by the blending of 
thou~ht and ar1g11ement thart thie best 
results ·ca·n be 10.bta~.n!ed. It must al
ways be r 'ememiber·ed that when an 
Act p1asses this House and go·es 01n the 
Statute Books it is not the Act of th1e 
goveTnm·ent 0·11ly but of the whole 
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H1o·use, 1and as su1ch it h·as the for·ce 
an'd effect of law. 

Whfle the Ho111. Le.ader of the Op
positi1on has not said S·O in so many 
w·or·d.s, yet I fe1el that his p'h1raseolo:gy 
has sug~eisted his disruppoi'n1tmen·t at 
th·e amount ,of un1employmemt that is 
rife in the counltry. That thier'e is un
e·mploy.ment is und·oub•tedly true, but 
I would lik·e to poinit out thiat fio·r the 
m·onth of February th1eir1e was not so 
m·uch u.nemploym·enlt as t'h1er1e was iJn 
the same mo1nrth ten yea1rs ago O'r eve.n· 
twenty 1or thirty Yieairs ,ago, an:d 
des1p:ite p1r1esent adverse c01I11ditio s th·e 

' 
destitutio·n f1o·r the m001th was n1ot ap-
p!riecdably grreater tha·n te·Il! years ago .. 
This is so despite t11·e. fact thiat nor
m!rully any where up to two hu.nidred 
Inellj ar1e employ:ed 1by the C10U1n1cil i1n 
sn1ow shovelli'ng and str·eet ·cle.aning, 
an.d this year th·ere wa,s non·e. Never
theless ther·e w·as thi1s year less de1s
tituti001 and less u·n,employm1ent than 
jjor a:nly yea:r sin·ce the war, ain1d that 
this is so, is due tn no small m1e1asure 
t10 thie adjustment of tr·ade. As an in
stanc·e 1of this I 'h .a ve o·nly to, poinrt to 
the agreement ma1de S·ome two ye.ars 
ag·o between the ·GovernnTe·nt ankl the 
Municrip1al Counofl for the taking off 
of the ·coal tax fro·m s·hips. This has 
bee·n the m·erun1s 1of brii1n'ginig a great 
n 1umbe.r of .ships into th·e hairbo·r as 
th1eY fiou·nd it better to co·m1e h·ere to 
r·e..ico·al than t10· pr1oceed On• to S.yd1n1ey, 
and a gre1at ·deal of trade has been the 
result. 

0th.er aflr1run·gem·ents mad·e two ye·a:rs 
ag·o '.for the 1refundin·g of du1ty or the 
placi.lllig ·o.f ·no duty at all on materials 
for shii'ps' ·repairs effiected in· the d.ock 
hlruve mea;nt th1at our co'llt·r·acto·rs c·ould 
compete with. doc·ks ab1r·oad. M:ore 
t:riade anld mo1re emp1loyrpen1t have re
sulted 1and a gr1ea1t 1n1umibe·r of people 
have ·ben·efited. 

It wa1s stated recenitly by a party 
mem·beir, at a meeting of the ·prurty, 

that th1ere was no des.titution· in his 
dli.strict, an·d a 1gentl·e1ma:n w'ho has ire
cenitly ciome in ;fro·m Po1rit au P'ort 
states th·at in1 that section· of t'hre coun
try· thiln1gs are em.in1en1tly satisf.acto.ry. 
Th·e 1r·ecent smelt i1ndustrry has 1been 
resp,on:si'ble for putting a clear p·rofit 
of ove1r $15,000.00 into· the h.a.nds of 
the peopl1e of this dist1rlict. This year 
for' what were p1r·obably good a·nd suif
ficient ir·easons 01f threir· ,ow·n the own
er1s would n 1ot se1nd a steam.er forr men 
goin,g to t1l1'e seal fis·h1e1ry and s10 the 
Govern1m1en1t sent do,wn a 1boa1t. ·O·nly 
twelve men c1ame up rthart ·did not p·a)r 
th1eir w·ay in cash, s·o that theTe was 
no char'ity anid absolutely n10 ·cha1rge 
on the G·ove·rnm1ent i'nvolved. This 
w1011ld 1J11ot i1n1dicate that the p·eople 
w·ere poverty strick·e1n1. O·n th·e .oither 
·hand ith1e p1roducts fr101m the fishery 
a1re five million· dolla•rs less than. last 
Y1erur an1d the·r ·e is bound to b,e string
e·n,cy. While Grand Falls, ·Co1rnier 
Broo:k a·n1d Buchanis ar1e k·eepin.g u 1) the 
gen1er1al ·aveirage, it is itiru·e that Bell 
I·slain·d is w·OT1k1.1ng on. h·alf time, and 
while this do·es ·n1ot inv:olve m1Uch 
a1ctual destitution it does m,ean s·e·v·ere 
sit·1~i1n1gency. It d'o·e·s m·ean a severe 
tighten1in·g ·Of the ·belt, 'but it d·oies n·ot 
mealll th.e fo,rmrn1g of bread:li1n1es a.nd 
th·e wides'pr1ead d·estirtution of th·e dole 
with its co·n:sequeint d·egr1adJati'otn. 011r 
Po101r Relief i1s 1ex1ce·edingly small as 
com1pa1re1d with cou'n(tr'ies like 1Cal!11ad·a, 
the Un'ited State1s, It·aly an1d the 
Mo th er Country. Firlain·c.e I bre ld·ev·e is 

• 
a·n ex·c·eptioin .. Ou1r eco·niomic sit1uati1on 
i.s n:ot s10' bad as some p·eople would 
hruve us 1beliieve. The1re are twe:nty n1ine 
millio:n 1dollars 'i1n th1e s·a Vin.gs b1a.nks of 
St. John's iat threie per cent. ·Ove'r fifty 
million dollars wo1rth o.f life insu1ra1n1ce 

is 1Car1ried :and la1st yea·r th·e actu·al 

cas!h vialue of life insura1nlce v·re,miums 

pruid in St. Joh·n's was over a m.illi·o·n 

an·d a ha~f dollars. W.hen, we remember 

th'is a·n·d couple :Ut with the fac1t that 
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tlir·oughout tl1e length a·nd bre1adth of 
cou1ntry out side St Jo1hn''S the people 
own their o·wn houses, built on freehold 
land and paying n·o rent or ·Charge 
to no·bodY w:e can1n·ot think in t1er·ms 
of destitution1. Thlis does n1ot 1m.ea;n, that 
the,re are n10 cases of ·distr.e.ss, no bit
ter tighte,n1i1n·g 1of the belt, b1ut my ex
perience has always be1e'n1 rf:h;rut wh~n 
th·e ciountry gets down to so;un(d bus
iness and is watchin,g the leaks ;and 
looking fo1r lOO o/o effic~en1cy tJhen we 
a.i-.ie gettin·g dow·n to th1e ·solild founda
tion of fu1ture succ,ess. 

Refe1"e,n1ce has ·b.een m.ade by the 
Leade.r of the O·ppositJian to the 
Gander Deal, and I will tell whiy we 
h1ad n10 Ga-nder last y1ear'. It w1as be- . . 
c1ause th·e Reids wa·nted 15 million 
D·ollair:s fo·r them1s·elves, and wh·en they 
came an1d aske1d th·e GoveTnmient to 
guarante·e them. fift1een milli·on dolla•rs 
th,ey we.re refus·ed, a1nd until the Reids 
get down to a r1ea1son1a1ble p·ositii:o:n 1~nd 

are willin,g to discuss busin1ess on. a 
fai1r basis it w.i\11 be diffi1CUlt t10 do 
anything. No fin1an1cial p.eople would 
do 1busines.s oir· give mo1r·e c•o1n·cessions 
than the properity w·ouf.d warnr1an.t. 
vV'lven th1e matte1r C·01m·es up ~Olr' dis
cussio1n I shall ask pe.rmission1 fr·om 
the R1ei1ds to lay on th~e tabl·e o:f th·e 
House the full ·corr.espon1den1ce in co·n
ne·crtion wi1th1 th·e martteir '. 

Uast yerur the Reids Jriequ1e1ste1d that 
I should niot do· so, and tJhat was why 
it wla.s n·o.t don1e. Howe.Vier, this yea'r, 
i'f I 1obtadn· thei'r pe1r ·misston, I initeind 
Putting th.e whole mlatrte·r in1 toto o·n 
the table of thiis House, a·nd I rum sure 
M.r. Ald1er!dic1e as a businress man will 
see what was th1e only cour1se op1en to 
us, and that he will give us his 
heartiest 1supp1ort for what w:as do.n1e. 

It was 1moved ·by M.r. Bin·d·oill and 
secon1d·ed by M·r. Strong tlhat \run Ad
rlr1ess 1of than:ks ·b,e pr;esented to His 
Excellency the 1Governor in reply to 

the Glr.acious Speech with which he 
11ad bee1n· 1pleas·ed to open the ptres·ent 
session of the Legislature, and that a 
Select Co'm 1mi'ttee be .ap·p1oinrted to 
d1raft such A1ddress in Reply. 

It was ·ordere·d ac·c·o·rdi:n!gly 1antl th·at 
tlh·e followi.n·g gen'tl·em1e'n1 b1e s1u·ch Co1m
m'ittee: Mir. Bindo·n·, Mr. Sr1o:ng, M;r. 
S·cam·m1ell, M(r. WiJnter, Mr. Quin,ton .. 

Hoin1. the Prim1e Minister gave n·otilce 
thiat he would on tom.or1row move 1an 
hum'ble .A!ddr·ess to His 1Majesty the 
Kin1g p·rayin·g thJat he may be gra:cious
ly pleased to 1cau.s1e a M.easurr 1e to be 
laid ·before the Pa·rliame:rut .bif the 
United Kingd·Olm ·o.f 1Great BritJaliin 1a'n:d 
N101rtheirn Ireland to give effect to 
certain1 Res1o;J ution1s Het forth lin th·e 
Repo1:rts of the Imperi1al Conifeir·en1ces 
h·old·e·n at Westmin'ister· in, the yeiars 
1926 and 1930. 

H·o1n1. the Prlime Miniister gave n1otitce 
that 'he wourd o:n tomor.row !ask leave 
to intr101duce a Bill enti1tle·d "A:n Act 
to P\rio1vide a Natio·nal Flag .for N·e·w
fioundland, and C1olour'S to· be wio1rn by 
Ves·sels." 

H·on1. the PJ'fim·e Min:ister gave n·oti\ce 
th·at he woul1d on tomioirrow la.s1k leave 
to in1t'roduce a Bill en1titled "An1 Act 
to Amiend the Ac·t V., 1Chapiter 3, en
titled 'An Act Authorlilzing th~ G·oiv
e1rn.or iln C·ou·ncil t·O· e·nter into· a ·COil
t:naict with the Ame1rican Telephone 
a·n·d T'elegraph Comp1an1y.'" 

H·on\. the Pr~m1e Min1ister gave notilce 
that he would 1on1 tomor'r 'ow ask leave 
to in1tJr·odu1ce a B1ill enititled "An Act to 
A!me1ri.d th·e Sum1mary J1urisdi1ctilon 
Act." 

1Ho.n. the Prime Mi'nister gave n·otice 
that he would on tomorro·w ask leave 
to intr·o·duc·e a Bill entitled "An Act to 
alte:r tJhe Title of the C<oloni1a1l Secr'et
ary." 
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·T·he Minister of Agricultur1e a1nd 
1\1'.~ne·s 1gave notice th1at h·e would 10·n 
tomiorro·w as1k le:ave to intro1duce 'a Bill 
entitlied "An Act Relating t 10· the Keep
in1g of Dogs." 

H·o1n. the Solicito·r Gener·al gave no
tice that he w1o·uld on tio,mortrow· wslr 
leave t10 'int1rodu1ce a Bill ent1itled "An 
Acit to Amen1d the la vV relating to Life 
Insuranlce.'' 

Hon. the Soli1citor G1ein1eral ,g;av·e no
tice th1at he w·ould on tomorrow ·ask 
leave to in'tr·o1du1ce 1a Bill en1titled "An 
Act :for the Br1evention 1oif Fir·a1ud i'n r·e
l·ation to the Sale of Secu·rities .. " 

The Mrn!iste·r .01f Marine anld Fisher
ies gave 1no1tice that the woul'd on to
morrow ask leave to introduce a Bill 
entiitled '"An Act 1r'elat~n1g to the 1Can
nin1g of Rabbits, Birds an1d Shell Fish." 

Hon .. th·e Prime Min1ster ta.bled the 
Reip1ort of the E·xami1111ati1oins con1dt1cted 
by the Coun·cil 1of Highe.r Edt1cruti·0'11, 
Newfo·u·ndlan·d, 1930; a1n1d the Fin
an1cli1a1 State1m·e1nt ·Of the Council of 
Higher E.du1catio,n for t11'e year en1ded 
Deicem·ber 31st, 1930. 

Ho:ru. the PI'l~me Min-iste·r table·d the 
full text .of a memor1artdum submitted 
by Mr. A. S. Butler, D·eben(tu·r1e holder 
o·f the Reid Gan'de1r properities, to the 
Col1dnial ·Slecretary on Satu·rday, Feb
rurury 21st, 1931, fo·r the co1nsideration 
of the Go·ve1rnme·n t. 

Hon. the 1Colonial Secreta.ry tabled 
th·e Rep·o:rit of the Sit. John's Ge1n1e1ral 
Ho.s,p1itJal, :als·o the Report 1of the Muni
c1ipiail 1Council ,for th·e year 1931. 

Mir. Al1d.erdice gave ,notice ·01f ques
tion. 

Mir. Pudd1ester gave n1otice of ques
tio1n. 

M1r. Emerson gave notice o,f ques
tion:,. . . 

Mr. Wdlnter gave n:oice of question. 

Mr,. J.\!01ore gave :notice of que·stion. 

M1\ Byrne gave notice of ques1ti1on. 

Mr. Qui1nton gave n1oti1ce 01f questio,n. 

It vvas m1o·ved and sec·on1ded that 
mhen the Hous1e rise·s it adjo·urn un:til 
to1norrrow afte1rn:oon .at th1ree of tl1e 
clock. 

The H·ouse then ·a·djourne'd a1CC«Yrd
inigly. 

THUR.SDAY, March 12th, 1931. 

The House met ·at three of the clock 
in the after'noon pur1suan1t to adjour.n
ment. 

Petition~ wer·e prese,nt·ed by Mr. 

Pt1dd·ester, 1!r1om Grates C·ove, _re Road. 

llIR. PUDDESTER-Mr. Speaker, I 
desire to pr·esent a petitton from the 
resid.e·nts oif Grate's 1Cove., in the 
electorial Diistrict of B·ay de Ve·rcle, 
asking that a road b·e put through: 
from the railway st1atio·n to the encl 
·of Grate's Cove, a .distan·ce of two .and 
a half or thr.ee miles. I am I1'ot pres
e.ntin·g this petition for thie purpose of 
getti'ng mo.ney to do· the road, as I an1 
aw·are how 1a proc·ess of that kin·d has 
to be proceeded with. I may say that 
I have d·one my b1est withi~n the past 
three or four years to g,et this r·oad 
co.mpleted. In August, 1928 I h.ad the 
road design·ated as a s 1econd class 
:high·road and since that time all the 
ro1ad m·oney po,ssible h1as be1en .devoted 
'to thi1s s1ectio.n. In the Fall of 1929 the 
people h·eld a public me1eting and pass
ed a Resolution to the effect that, if 
the Gover.nm1ent would . gr1a·nt a suf
lficien1t amount o.f money to complete 
the road, it would o·bviate th·e giving 
·01ut ·of poor relief durin'g the "\Vi1nter 
of 1930, they would give their lands 
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on each side of the proposed new r<)ad 
.for nothing. Last year the Highroads 
c0111mission very kindly loa11ed m·e 1an 
rnsp·ector to inspect the road in that 
pla:ce, and all the men, with one ex
ception, willingly gave their la.n1d f1»ee. 
Still ,ve did not get a sufficient 
·a111ount ·Of mon·ey to do the wor·k. Re
cently a Solicitor of St. John's gave 
notice that, on behalf of one ma.n 
,vhose land was tak·e'n, he was suing 
for the v1alue 01f the land at the rate 
of $2400.00 per acre-an exorbitant 
charge. N·ot long since tl1·e people met 
again and l1ad this petition sign·ed and 
it not .o.nly asks that the ro·ad be fin
ished but states that t 1he people gen
erally are n·ot supporting th·e action 
of the man who has sued for the l·and 
taken fr1om him. 

In .supporting the prayer o.f this 
petition I would aslr for the co
operation of the Highroads Commis
sion in having tl1is road completed. 

Hon. t1he Minister ·Of Finance and 
Customs tabled the following public 
documents: 

Statement of Cust )J11s Revenue ·Col
lected i11 the Colony cu ring the year 
~ 11ded 30th June, 11:~0. 

Statement oif the Imports an·d EiX
ports of the Colony for year ended 
30th Ju.ne, 1930. 

A ·C·omp1arative Staten1ent of Goods 
' 

Wa.res and Merch·an.dise imported inrto 
tl1e Colony during the years ·ended 
30th June, 1929, a.nd 30th Jun·e, 1930, 
showing incre1ase1s an1d decreases for 
the year 1929-30. 

A Comparaittve Statem.ent of Re
'renue r·eceived at each Outport for 
the years 1928-29 and 1929-3-0. 

·A Comparative State111ent of Light 
Dt1es, showing C·ollections at each Out
port for the years 1928-29 a.nd 1929-30. 

A Return of th·e Bank Fishery for 
the year 1930. 

A State111·ent s'howing the Reve·nue 
collected on Goods, \Vares and lVIer
chandise imported throllgh the Post 
Office. 

Statement sho\vi11g the m·ovements 
of Shipping during the year en.ded 30th 

• 
·J·une, 1930. 

An A1bstra·ct of Shippi.ng fo,r the 
year ended 31st December, 1930. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Mini·ster tabled 
the following m·emorandum between 
Mr. Alan S. Bt1tler and the Colonial 
S1ecretary relating to, the Rend-Gander 
properties: 

Dep.artment of the Colonial Secreta.ry, 
St. John's, I~ewfo.undland, 

March 9th, 1931. 

Sir, 

Not ·Only have the in·dividual mem
bers of Co·mmittee of C1oun·cil had the 
opportunity ·of P·ersonally discussing 
with l\/Ir. Reid and yourself the pro
position '\vhi-ch you submitted to the 
Government recently, but Com·mittee 
of Council as a b·ody, in so far as the 
members have been available for 1bus
in1ess during recent weeks, has devoted 
careful co·nsider·atio.n to the matter. 

.Of the P·Oints of outstanding import
ance there is on·e in particular whi1ch 
has not been mad·e clear. It is under
stoo1d th:at your desire is to sell to the 
Goviernment such quantity ·Of Deben
tures as wo·ul1d mak·e the G·overnment 
a minority Deb·enture holder. It does 
not appear wh1at proportion ·Of the 
voting stock, if any, in the Reid New
foundland Company, the Gand1er Val
ley Power and Pa.per 1Co1mpany, 
I~imited, the Min.es ·and Forests (Nevr
foundl.a11'd) Ltd., a11d oth·er Reid Co·m
panies a·nd subsidiaries goes with the 

' 

clebentures, n·or is it appar·ent how the 
interests of the Govern·ment wot1ld be 

• 
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protected by being merely minority 
bond holders or the hold,ers of min,or'
ity vo,ting stock in connection \.vith 
th,ese several companies, the e·ntire 
assets 1of which it is underst,ood are 
pledged by way 01f first mortgage se
curity for th,e protection of the bond 
holders. 

I am. sure you appreciate the fa.ct 
that the Government's int1erest in this 
m,atter is to promote the prompt ,de
velopment o_f a Ga·nder pr·oposition for 
tl1e purp,ose 01f em1ployme,n1t, .revenue 
and industrial progress. To you, on 
th,e other hand, a Ga'n'der proposition 
means ·a prop1osal whereby y1ou and 
your associates may sell your New
foundland interests to the best ad
vanta:ge 1of y.o.urselves 1as individuals, 
and as private c,01npanies. Your inter
ests would be to hold thes,e areas for 
the highest price whic,h you could ex
pect to secure f1or th·em. The interests 
of the Newifoundlan.tl Go,ve·rnment 
would b.e to secure the deve·lopo1ment 
of the ar,eia,s at the earliest possible 
date with·out regar•d to the profit which 
you might hope to secure for them, 
whether as i'n'dividuals ·or a.s .private 
Co1npanies. 

Y1ou ·Clan fully app,re1ciate the absoilute 
clash of initerests between yourself 
a.nd the Reids, on tl1e one hand, and 
the N·ewfoundland Government, on the 
other~ This p1articular difficulty might 
be met by you 1and your ass·ociat,es fix
jng a price for w.hich you would sell 
th.at portion of the securtiy fo1r the 
debentures co,mprising su·ch ·of the 
property and assets necessary for the 
Gander developm1ent as are owne'd by 
you. 

I have the h1on·our to b.e, 
Sir, 

Your ob1edient servant, 
A. BARNES, 

Colonial Secretary. 
Alan S. Butler, Esq. ,, 

City. 

St. John's, Newfoundland 
March 10th, 1931. 

The Hon. A. Barnes, 
Coloni1al S'ecretary, 

City. 
Sir, 

I have your letter of yesterday's 
date. 

I cannot understand h·ow there ca11 
be any d1oubt as to the position of 
minority bo1ndholders. It was made as 
clear as I c1oul1d make it to t,he Mem
bers of th·e Executi,re Go1vernment that 
these m'inority b1ondh1ol'der1s would 
have no voti'ng interest i'n the stock 
of any 01f the Reid 1Co1mpanies~ 

Neither can I understand yot1r sug
gestion that the inter·ests rOf th·e Gov
ernment 1and of those i'n ,control o.f 
the R·eid Companies would clash and 
that the .o:nly object of the latter would 
be to hold. out for the highest price 
they might hope to obtain. The control 
oif the c1omp,anies would be irt the 
hands o.f the bo1ndholder.s, wh·OS'e main 
object woul)d be to avail of t,he earliest 
reason:able opportunity to get their 
money back and, if th·e G10,vern1ment 
bec1a.me a hol1der of part of th,e bonds, 
their· interest to th,at extent W·01uld be 
identical with that of the other bo~d
holders. 

If, as y:ou say in your letter, "the 
Government's interest in this matter 
is to promote the prompt development 
of the Gander proposition, "I ciannot 
un1derstand the Government's desire to 
evade dealing with 1my pr1opo,sals, as· 
is evident from Y·our letter. 

With re~a.rd to the co1nclukling para
graph 1of your letter, you appear to 
overlook the fiact th,at the Reid Com
panies and their a;ssoiates claim to 
own ALL of the property an.1d assets 
necessary for the Gan~cr development 
and their s·olicitors h.ave today served' 
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upon the Minister of Justice formal 
notice of intention1 to proc.eed against 
the Government for damages i·n. con
nection with the Gander prop.erties. 

Y1ours very truly, 
(Sgd.) A. S. BUTLER. 

St. John's, Newfo1un·dland, 
Ma.rch 10th, 1931. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir R. A. Siquires, 
K.·C .. M.G., Minister· of Justice. 

Dear Sir: 
We are · in·structed by Reid New-

foundland Company, Ltd., Mines & 
Forests (N ewfoun1dland) Ltd., Ga.nder 
Valley Power & Paper Co., Ltd., and 
the Royal Trust ·Company to give Y·OU 
notice that ·one mo1nth after d·a.te h·ere
of it is the intention o•f our ·clients to 
pres-ent a petiti·on1 to the .S.upreme 
C·ourt praying relief by way of 
dam·ages in the .sum ·Of $10,000,000.00 
against the Gov·ernment of Newfound
land for breach of contra·ct on the· part 
oif tihe 1S·aid Government arilsing out 

of: 

(1) The issue of 22 writs of sun1-
mons out of the Supreme C·ourt 
in May, 1930 in suits wherein 
His Majesty's Attorn1ey General 
and the Minister of Agriculture 
an~d Mines were pla.1ntiffs anrt. 
the aforesaid Mines & Forests 
(Newfoundla·nd) Ltd. !and other 
parties were the ·d·efen1dants, 
cl1aiming the forfeiture of cer ... 
tain lands h·eld by sairl de
fendants under licenses fr·o1m1 
the ·Crown to cut timber 

(2) The issue in D·ecember last o.ut 
01f the Su.preme Court of 22 
writs wh·erein the sa;id His 
Majesty's Att·orney General 1and 
the Minister of Agriculture and 
Mines were plaintiffs and . the 
aforesaid Mine·s & Forests 
(N ewf.oundland) Ltd. and Gan-

·der Valley Power & Paper Co., 
Ltd., 1and other parties were 
defendants, caiming the for
feiture of ,certaill! lands held by 
the .said d·efe11dants ·under 
licens.es fr·om the Crown to ·cut 
timber. 

All 0 1f the above name.d claimants 
~re a·nd we.re at the ti1ne of the issue 
of said writs severallv i11terested in 
the properties the .subject matter ·of 
said writs and it is contended by th·em 
that· th~ sa,id writs were improperly 
issued an'O. in breach of: 

(1) The co1ntr·act betw·een the 
parties evidenced by such 
licenses. 

(2) The agreement dated the l6tl1 
1d·ay of Augu·st and made be
tween the Governm·ent of New
foundland of the one part 1a.nd 
the said 1Gander Valley P·o,wer 
& Paper Co. of the other p.art 
and ,of the extensions of said 
agreem,en t. 

(3) The said agreement ana ex
ten.sion1s thereof, and of the un
dertaking of the Government 
with the said Gander Valley 
Pow.er & Paper Co. C·O·nt1a.ined 
in the Minute of ·Coun·cil pass
ed on the 4th day of August, 
1930 an·d ·CO·mm.unicated by the 
Government to the said Gander 
Valley Pow.er & Paper ·C'o., Ltd. 

In c·o·nsequ·ence of the said br·e.a.ches 
the 1cladlm1an ts suffered g.r.eat da·m,age 
in th·at the iands the subject matter of 
the said writs and ·other lands of the 
claimants were r ·endered ·of less value 
to the clain1ants .an'd th'e claim1a.nts 
were hin·dered from sellin.g samie as 
a.dvantage.ously as they might h,ave 
don·e, had the said writs never be·en 
iss-ue~d. 

The claimants Reid Newf·oundland 
Co., Ltd., Mines & For·eists (Newfound-
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land) Ltd. and Gander Valley Power 
& Paper Co., Ltd., are incorporated 
under the laws of Newfottndland re
garding co1mpanies and their respec
tive Hea:d Offices ar·e situate in the 
Reid Building, Dliclrworth Street, St. 
John·'s, Newfoundland. 

The claimant th·e R·oyal Trust Co. is 
a comp·any incorporated under th·e 
laws of the Dominion of iCanada ·and 
authorized by special Act of the Le
gislature of Newfoundl·and to do bus
iness in Newfoundland and its New
foundlanid Office is situate at the Ban·k 
.of Montreal Bu.ilding, Water Street, 
St. John's. It claims 1as Trustee for the 
holders of the bonds of the other 
claimants. 

The solicitors for the said claimants 
are Messrs. ·Conr·oy & Conroy, whose 
a.ddress is Reid Building, Duckworth 
Street, St. J ohn·'s, N ewfo·undland. 

Yours truly, 

(Sgd.) CONROY & CONROY, 
Solicitors for Petitioners. 

R.T. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, the foregoing mem·o 
\x.rhich I have just tabled for the b·en1e
fit of the m·em'bers of the House was 
suhmitted to the Government on or 
about February 21st by Mr. Alan S. 
Butler. I say on or a1bout the 21,st, as 
I am not sure whether it was r·eceived 
late on Saturday or early on Monday. 
I tab,Ie that document without making 
any comment w·hat.ever on it in ord·er 
that the members of the Opposition 
may have the privileg·e of r·eading it 
before it comes lJefore the· House for 
discussion. 

Th·e Lead·er of the Oppo·sition has al
so referred to the 1early opening of th·e 
Hou.se, and I · want to assure him it 
was not done with any intention of 
taking advantage of members- who 

were absent. No members of either 
House ap1proa1ch·ed me or notified me 
that t·hey would be unable to attend. 
Neither directly nor indirectly did 
they seelr information as to tl1e date 
tl1e Hou·se would open. 

The Le1ad1er of th·e Oppo·sition also 
r·ef erre·d to tl1e New Standardization 
Bill that is to be introduced. Stand
ardization is no new id·ea. I believe 
it originate·d in the Book of Holy Writ 
or even b·efor1e that time. I agree witl1 
the ideas as to standardization as ex-.. . 

pressed by Nir. Alderdic·e· <l:nd am in 
full accord with Mr. Monroe that th·e 
process of Standardization should be 
developed fro1n the stores to the 
foreign markets and that all goods 
that are shipped from this country to 
ot1tside markets should be good goods 
c111d should bear sucl1 a brand. This 
coin1cides e·xactly with th·e Policy Pro
gramm·e and views of the pr·esent 
Government. B·e.fore taking my seat 
I would like to say that I hope the 
session of the House now in progress 
VY-ill be bright, ·brief and breezy, and 
productive o·f vaiuaible le1gislative 
measures. 

Before· adjournment of the House I 
,~vould like to tak·e the opportunity of 
congratulating Mr. Robert WalS'h, the 
veteran Se·rg.eant-at-Arms, wl10 is to
clay with us taking the plac·e of a 
younger man who tl1rough illness is 
l.1nabl1e to attend. Mr. Walsh is one 
of the outstanding figures in this: 
House· and has been conn·ected with it 
for the past fi1fty ye.ar·s and no1w at the 
age of ni11ety, he is as well and .strong· 
eno.u.g11 to' fill the breach caused 'by the 
illness of the reig;t1lar Se·r'geant-at
Arm1s. 

Pursuant to .notice, Rt. Hon. th·e 
Pri1ne Mi11ister moved that an humble 
Address be prese·nted to His Majesty 
the l{ing pr·aying that he may be 
graciot1sly pleased to cause a Measur·e . 
to be laid before the Parliamelnts of the 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 29 

United I{ing.dom of Great Britain and 
No.rtI1ern ·Ireland to give effect to ce.r
taiil Declarations and Resolutio.ns set 
fortll in the reports of the Imperial 
con·ference holden: at \Vestminster in 
tJ1e fo11r yea1~s 1926 and 1930. 

on 111otion it \vas ·ordered that the 
said Add.res.s be referred to a co.1n-
111ittee of tl1e Wh,ole House on to-

n1orro·W. 

Pt1rst1ant to notice, and leave grant
ed, and on n1otion of Rt. Hon1

• the 
Prin1e Mi.nister, the Bill entitled "An , 

Act to provide a N ation1al Flag for 
Newfo.un:dland and Colours to be worn 
by Vessels,'' w;as read a fi.rst time, and 
it was ·ordered that the said Bill be 
read a second time 10·n to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, a.nd on m·otion of Rt. I-Ion. the 
Pri.n1e lVIinister, the Bill e.ntitled "An 
Act to alter the Title ·Of the Colon-ial 
Secretary,'' was i·ntroduced and read 
a first time ancl it was or.dered th1at 
tl1e said Bill be read a seco·nd time on 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to n·otice, and leave grant
ed, a·nd on motion of Rt Hon. the 
Prime lVI:inister, the Bill entitled "An 
.Act to Amend the Act 20 George V., 

Chapter 3, entitled 'An Act Authoriz
ing the Governor in Council to enter 
into a C·ontract with the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company,',, 
\Vas introdu·ced ·and read a first time 
a.n;d it 'vas or.dered that the Haid Bill 
be read a second ti1m,e O·n to-morr.ow. 

Pursuant to notice, and leave gra.n.t
ed, and on motion of Rt. Ho.n. the . 
Prime l\i!inister, the Bill entitled "An 
A.ct to Amend the S·ummary Jurisdic
tion Act, 1930," was intr.o.duced and 
read a, first time, anid it was ord·ered 
that the s1aid Bill be read a second 
time on to-morr.ow. 

Pursuant to n·otice, and leave gra11t
ed, and on inoti.on of the Minister of 
Agricuture and Min1es, the Bill entitle{l 
"An Act Relating to the Keeping of 
Dogs," was in1troduced and read a 
first tin1e, and it 'vas ordered tl1at t11e 
said Bill ·be re\a.d a secon.d time on to
m,orr1ow. 

Pursuant to notice, 'and lea1re gra11t- · 
ed., and on motion of Ho1n·. th;e So1licitor 
Gen1eral, the Bill entitled "An Act to 
A.me.nd the law relating to Life Insur
ance," was introduced a.nd read a first 
time, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be read ·a s·ecand time on to
morrow. 

Pur.suant to, notice, an,d leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Solicitor 
Ge11eral, the Bill entitled "An Act for 
the Preve.ntion ·O.f Fraud in relation 
to the Sale of Secur·ities," 'vas intro
duced and read a first time, ,and it 
was o·rdered th·at the sai.d Billl be read 
a second time on to-m·orrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave gra.nt
ed, a11d on motio111 of the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, the Bill e.ntitled 
"An Act relati1ng to the Canning of 
Rrub1bits, Birds ,and Sib.ell Fish," was 
i1ntroduced a11d re,ad 1a first tin1e, and 
it was ordered . that the said Bill be 
read a se,cond time on to-mo,rrow . 

Mr. Bin1don(, on behalf of the Select 
1Committee app,oin1ted to draft a Reply 
to His Excelle.ncy tl1e Governor's 
Speech from the Throne, p 1r ·esented the 
Report of the Select Com·mittee, whic11 
w.a.s, ·O·n motton, received a;nd read as 
follows: 

To His Excellency, Sir J ·ohn Middleton, 
Knight Comma·nder of the M·ost Ex
cellen.t Order of the British Empire, 
Companion of the Most Distin·guish
ed Or·der of Saint Michael •and Siaint 
George, ·Gover.nor and Comma·nder
i1n-C.hief in· 'and 0 1ver the C·olony of 
Ne"\vfoundland. 
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We, the 1C·ommons of Newfoundland 
in Legislative Sesston assembled, beg 
to thank Y·our Ex1c1ellency for the 
Graciou1s Spe·ech which Your Excel
lency has addressed to both Bran1ches 
of the Legislature 

(Sgd.) JAMES BINDON, 
J. A. STRONG, 
J. H. S·CAMME,LIJ. 

On motion the deb.ate o.n the Address 
in Reply was deferred. 

M·r. Alderdic·e gave notice of q11es 
ti on. 

l\ifr Puddester gave notice of ques
tion .. 

Mr. Emerson ga v·e notice of q ues
tion. 

Mr. Winter gave notice of questio11. 

WEDN.ESDAY, March 18th, 1931. 

The Ho.use met at three ·of the clock 
in the 1afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

It was moved and seco·nded that 
whe.n the Hou1se rises it adjourn until 
Mo:nday, March 23rd, at three of tl1e 
clock in th·e aftern·oon. 

The Hou8'e then adj.ourned accord
ingly. 

MONDAY, Ma1·ch 23rd, 1931. 

The H·o·1?1S·e m:et 1at three of th1e clock 
in the after·n101o·n ·pur:suant to adjo11.nr1-
.me·nt. 

O·n motior1 of the Rt. Hon. ti11~ _:-Jri111e 

Mr. Quinton gave n·otice of question. M'iinister, s1ec1on.ded by th·e Hon. Leader 

It was m1oved and seconded that 
when the H.ouse rises 'it adjour·n until 
Monday afternoon next, 16th insta:nt, 
at thr·ee of the ·clock. 

T11e Ho11se then adjourned accord
ingly. 

MONDAY, March 16th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adj.ourn
ment. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Mi·nister made 
an1nounc·eme1nt of such informatiion as 
he pos1sesse·d C·Onicerning the· loss of 
th e sealing steamer "Vikin1g." 

Iit was inoved a!nd seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
vVednesday afternoon next, at three 
of the clock. 

The House ·then .adjourned accord
in gly. 

• 

of th.e Opposition!, 'thte f.ollowing Re
s-olu1tion1s wer·e prusse1d un:animousl~,r. 

RESOLVED: Thrut th:i!s House de-
1sires to rec·oird its :sinc.e·~e sym·pathy 
with th·e :flami1ie1s an·d rela:ti'v·e'S o.f 
th·o1S'e N1ewfournJdl1an1d1ers ·who lost their 
liv.e.s, or ·S·uff.ered bodily injury, un·der 
su·ch tragic circum1stan.c1es :i!n the 
Dislruster w·h:Lch b1e1fell the 1S. S. Vikin.g. 

BE IT FURTHER RIDSOLVED: That 
th1:i!s House d·e1sirie:s it·o pl!ace o·n r·ec·ord 
1a·n ·ex:p1r1es.si00l! of its .sin1c1er1e 1sy·mp.a1thy 
with the .fami'.lie1s an1d r1elatiy.e,s of 
V.arrick Fris1sell ian;d A. E P1eruro1d, 
citilz1ens of th1e Repu1:lli1c 1of the United 
States of .A!m·eric'a, r ·ep1orted 1am·ong· the 
.missiinlg in tli.e S. S. Viki\1rg. 

RJFJS10LVED: That th1s Hous·e de
)si1r1es to p.Jac1e on ·~ecor1d .an, expTession 
of it1s 1a1pip·re1ciatio·n 1of .th·e s1ple·n1did ser
vi~cies r 1en1dered in con1n1e·ction wilth tl1·e 
Vikin.g Disa.ste·r by:-

(1) Otis Bartl1ett, Wi.rel1e1s1s Operat
or at Horse Island. 
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(2) Ja·m·es V\Tinisor, 

erator at Exploits. 

Op-

(3) 1Charles Wii'n1sor, Wir1e1le!SiS Op

erator at Poirt Al1b·er1t. 

( 4) A. E. Batsto1n•e, Wir1el1ess 0 1pe1r

ator at Little Bay Islands. 

(5) lVIr:s. Malvin1e Evan·s, Wireiless 

Op1erato·r iat 1Crumplbe·llton1. 

(6) Paul Mo1ore1s, Wi1rele.ss Op·erat

or at Twillin!gat·e. 

(7) A. J. C'r ·ock·e:r, W'iir ·e'1e1ss O·p·er

ato-r at St. J ohn'.s. 

(8) An1d ,the Op1eir1a.t1otr1s i.n ·Ch'.a.rge 
or ithe Ca·nadia·n 1M:'a,r ·con·i Wi1r 1e.le.ss 

Statilon ,at Fog·o1• 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Mr. sve·aker, I WO·Uld ·call at11Jeiruti·on 
particularly to, the g,r 'eiart h ·e1lp r1en1de1r1ed 
by Mr. A. J. 1Qr:o,c1k·e1r, who!se priv.at·e 
wi1reliess ·b:ro1ad1c,a1sting set wrus used for 
communicatiio1n with M:r. Leslie o,f Po·rt 
Albie.rt an1d thu·s th·e t1r·an,smi.ssi1on· of 
message's m 1ade poiSsi·b.Je b·etwee.n St. 
Joh1n's a .n1d Ho·r1se Islan1d ,duirinig th·e 
t1nfo·~tu·n1ate in1terrupti101n of the· 1r 1e
gul1ar s1ervice 1be·c~au,se of a b1r1ea.k in 
th·e land near Biadger. 

R.T. HON. THE PRIME MINIST'ER 
-Mr. Spe1aker, I 1b·e·g to1 tabl1e ,copy of 
telegr·ap1h m1e1s1s~a.gie s1ent by me to· Se·al
i1n1g Captain;s am.d othe,rs i1n Bo1nlavi1sta 
Bay i1n an1sw·e1r to e1nqu'i1r ,e1s 3.\S to 
wh1e1ther a .st1e1am1e1r wo·uld b,e :S1ent 
North t,o co·nvey seal1e:r 1s to St. John's. 

Nathan Wins.or, Esq., M.H.A., w .es-
leyvill1e, 

1C1apt. J 1e1sse Win.so1r, Wesleyville,. 

Ca·pt. P. S. 1C1art·e1r, Gr·e1en1spond, 

C·a1pt. R. Hounrs1ell, Pinch,ard's J,s-
lainid, 

1Cla1pt. A. L. Blruckw·o,od, Wesleyvflle. 

Refe1rri':rug YO·U1r mes1sra1g1e re :Se'a1lers 
gettiin1g St. J ohn·'s fo,r · voy.age1. Ow1ne,rs 
of ste1am1e,r ab1so1lutely refu:se1 s,e,nd 
ste-amer f·or men1. Rail w,ay Mrunag·e-

• 

ment ar1e p1r1epare,d senid Sla1gon·a. Fa'r:es 
will b1e 1colle·cted in, ·advan·c1e .fro1m p·as
s·enger·s in rth1e or1dtn1ary cours·e of 
stea,miship busi1n€s.s. Any 1m'a;n1 h:avin.g 
·berth to th·e ice ·and who is certified 
by R·eliievin·g Officer, Magistrate, or 
Ju,stic·e ·Of the Pea1ce 01r othe.r 1person 
as belin.g so deistituite th.at he ·can 
neither p1ay pa.s,sage nor ·secure 
advan1ce fr1om frien1ds rfor payment 
of p,as1sagie 1as i.s so rfreq t1en tly 
do·ne will give an 01rder on 1C·aptain 
wh10 h·as ,pr·omised him b·eirth fo·r · :pay
me,nt fa1re O·Ut 1of r 'e1sults of voyage .. If 
1by an'y mi1sadv·e1nture1 a1ny in1div·1dual 
mlan m;ak1e·s nie)I 'bill 10)rde1r will th·en 
h 'av:e to be honour·ed throu,gh DeJ1a·rt
·m·ent Pu'blic 1Ch1a,ritle!S. If total n1u1mlb·er 
l)ass1en1gers n1ot .s·ufficent p·ay c1ost 
stea.m1e1r the diff er·en1c·e b1etwe1en, total 
.r1ec·ed·p'is from v.entu:r1e 1an1d toital .cost 
wi!ll hav1e to ·be ta,ken a.s Y,ot·e 10 1f Le-
1gisl:atur1e on: Po1or Relie1f Acco·un1t. Mtn
i·ster Mari'n'e a~nrd Fish'e.rie·s w·h10 has · 
c·onlduicted n:e1go1t~atio.ns with 1sealing 
1s1team1er own1e1r 1s and Railway M1a,n:age
m1en.t wi1ll be te1egraphing y.ou di:r·ect. 

RI1C1HARD A. SQUIRES. 

lVIr. Alderdi,c1e gave notice of que.s
tio:ni. 

·Mr. Pudd·e1ste~ 1ga.ve no:tic1e 01f que.s
tiO!n1. 

Mr. E1merson, gav-e n :orti1c1e of ques
tio:n1. 

M'r. M·o·o·r1e gave n'oti'c1e 1oif qu1estion. 

Mir. AJb·bott 1giruve n1oti1c·e· 01f qu1esti.on. 

M.r. Quinton g.ave n1otilc1e o:g que·sitio1n. 

Mr. Byr·n,e gav·e n1oitice 01f que.stion .. 

1Mr .. Win1t1er g·ave n-0ti1ce oif qu•e1.stion. 

H :o1n,. the Minist1er 1of Fi1na'n1cie tabled 
R·e1p1o·rt of th1e Auditor Gen,er'al on Re
Vien1ue :an1d ·ap1p1r·opri1atloni for year en,d
i'n\g Juine 30th, 1930, also R1e.p1ort un,d.er 
S€ctio·n 33 (b) of th1e Audit Act, 1a:nd 
M1unici1p:al C1ou:n1clil Accou.nits. 
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Rt. Ho1n. th1e Pri,me Mi111ister· gave 
n1otice th·at he would 0111 tomor·ro1w aslr 
leav·e to intro1duc1e a B'i:ll enititled "An 
Act to .i:\m,end the Act 20 G1e1orge V., 
Ch~p1ter 9, .entitled 'An Act to 1p1rorvid1e 
for the creation of a Pu1bli1c Utilities 
Commi'ssio·n ·amd fo1r th1e Invest·igatton 
01f Pri·ces an1d Rate.s 1char·ged to· the 
Pulblic.' " 

Rt. I-Ion.. the Prime l\iltn'isiter gave 
notice t1h'at h·e W·O·uld o:n· t10,m·or1rl()'\V ·aisk 
le1av·e t10 ·i:nt1roduc1e1 a Bill enrtitle1d "An 
Act R1ela .. tin1g to Extern:al AffaiT1s. ' ' 

Pursuant to order .an1d on motion o.f 
Rt. Ho·n.. the Prim·e Ministeir t 'he Bill 
en1titled "An, Act to Amend th1e Act 20 
Ge.01rge V., ·Ch.apter 3, en1titl1e.d 'An Act 
Auth.01ri'zi.ng th·e GoY.eT:n,or i1n1 1C1ouncil 
to Ent,er ·iint·o ·a 1Co·n1tra1ct with the 
.Am1e1ri·c:a.n Tele·p,h ·on1e a1n1d T·e'l egr1aph 
C·01m•pany,' ,, was r1e1ad a 1se1co·n1d time, 
an1d it w·a;s 1ord1e1r1e'd that the sa'id Bill 
be riefier'r·ed to 1a .c ,om:mitteie of the 
W;h ,o I e H ou,se 01n tomo,rr.ow. 

RT. HON. THE PRilIE lllINISTER 
---ll\.!-r. Spe1aker, I beg to m10V1e t 1l1,a1t thi1s 
Bill entitled "An Act to Am1end the 
Act 20 George V., Ch.a.pter 3 entitled 
'An Act Au,thoriz;irug tl1e G·ofVie1r:n:or· in 
Cou·n1cil to E!Iliter int.o a C10,ntracrt: with 
the Ame,ri'can Teleph1one and Tele
g:ra)ph Comp1an;y'" 1be n ·01W r1e·ad a 
secio1nd timei. 

Th·e B'i11· T1ecit1es th1e passing of an 
Ac,t of Parlirumem.t at th·e ses.s1i1on, of 
1929, wh·er1eby 1ailll. ·agire,ement w·as e1n
ter·ed into1 b 1et,vee1n1 the Newfoun1dl1am.d 
G·ov.e.rn1m1ent a1nld th1e Americ1an1 Te1le
p1h1one 1a.TIJd Tele·gr,a~h 1Co1mip,any to the 
effect th·at the C101mpany would unde:r
talre certJa.illl teleph1one a1ctiviti1e,s i1n 
N·ewfot1n,dla:n!d,, their1eiby 1co1n1n1ecting 
N1ewfoun1dlan1d with the Conrt:i·n,en1t ·Of 
Ameritca on the East 1side of the Atlan
t ic 1and Great Britain, lr'el1an1d, iaind 
th.e 1Contin,enrt of E1ur:ope on th1e west 
side of the Atl.a•nti1c. Th1e fra1nchi.se 

gr,an1t 1contai·n,e·d ,a c1on1dition un1d·er 
"'·;hic1h the fr'anch~s1e would be ·foir'feit
ed if te1lephonii1c c101m 1munication 1be
tween Newfoun1dl1an1d 1a;n1d th·e M·ain
lwnd of N·o1rth Ame,r11c.a wer'e n ,ot es
tablisheid befo1r,e. the 20th of Ju1n·e, 1932. 
The season during whic!h it is p,o,ssible 
to lay ·c1alble ne,ar Newfoundland is 
ifron1 th·e 1mid1dle of May ·oir th:e fi.rst of 
Ju.ne until rubout :th ., fir1st .01f S1e1ptem
lb1e:rt T111e 1C·O·mple.ti101n datte ,a;b·ove re
ferred to, th1er1efo.re, ,requir1es thiat t ihe 
,c,able be l.aiid .du1ri1n.g th·e sea,so·n of 
1931. 

After the co,mpleition of thie arra1nge
m1e'llt with th1e Newfoun1dla.nd Gove1r1n
me1nt ithe Com1p1am1y pr1oc1e.eded with its 
wo.rk. LanJdinig rilg1hits in1 Irelan1d we1re 
arra.n!ged for, ·anJd 1dUr'.i:n,g th·e ye1air'S 
1929-30 n1e1ar1y on1e hu1n.dTed wcreis of 
land iru th1e C1ou;n-try M·ayo in the Irish 
Frr1ee State w·ere 1purc.h.a1sed ·by the 
1C1om1p:a·Il'Y ,at a 1c1ost ·of $20,000. A 
tw·e·nty-mile 1secti1om. orf the pr·o1po1s-ed 
c.able wa1s m·a;nufactu.re·d a1n1d la,id off 
thie landing site in Irieland for 1test 
pu.rpos·es. These 1tests w1ere co1m 1pl1eted 
du.ring Junie ·a1n1d July of la.st ye·ar a1nd 
wer·e ·ernitilre1y ,s1a;ti1sfructory 

·Cable ships equippe1d with son'iic 
1d,epith fin1de,rs w1er1e en·ga.g1ed to m1ake 
.accur.ate ·soun1din1g o,f the entire cou.rse 
o·f th·e 1eiabl1e between New1f10U1ndl'and 
and the Ir'i1sh Friee State·. Th.e1s1e is.o.unld
i1ng.s have 1been com·plete1d. 

N'e·ce-s1srury cor1porate rights we.re 
s ·ec·ureid in1 Can1ada, an1d the 1Co1mpany 
.am·d it.s 1C.an1a.di.an 1su'b1si1di'a.ry 1en11b1a1rked 
upon the pr·ogramm1e o,f a·cquiring 
th1e n1ec·e1s1sary rig.hts of w:ay an1d 
buildi1n1g ,an entire1y new l1a,nd lin1e 
fro·m B·ani~o.r, Main·e, to Syld'ney Mines, 
Nova S1c,otila. The 1r~ght 1orf way .b1e.twe1e·n 
B'an:gor, lVIaine, 1an1d th·e· U11ited Sta.tes-
1Ca;n1ruda bot1n;dary has 1all b·e·en se1cur-
1ed. Th·e right of way i.n1 New B1runs
wi·cl{ an1d Nova S·c1otta ha1s ·be·en in 
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Thie c.able will be m1anufacitured U'n
d er . in ve'n ti o n1s m,a:d e ,by th'e· co,m.p1an0r, 
ail'd patents own.ed 1and 1c 1on1tro1lle·d by 
it. Con1side1r1able tim1e was o·ccupie1d in 
corucludin1g satisf:a,oto.riy p'atent li,cem.s·es 
with cable ntanufa,cturers wh1ich eithe1r 
or both the 1Co!m1pany 'an .. d thie· B.rtttsh 
Post Offi1ce d1esire1d to have qu,alified 
as bid1ders f1or the 1C·able C'On'struction 

contract. 

'Dhe laist of the n·eCe1ss1airy' v1atent 
I:Ucen,se.s was entered into. in July, 1930, 
,and th.e ·Com1pan·Y 1at t1h·at tim1e im
mediately hield ·prelimi1n·a,ry di1sC'us·si101n1s 
with th,e vario·UH .m.an1ufactur·e1rs in, 
England and Germian'Y re1ga.r1din1g 
1spe1c:Ufic1aitio·ns, c1ontrr1acts .a;n1d other 
m1anufact11rin1g d1et1ails. 'S.pe1cificatio.niS 
for th·e m1anu1tactu1re 01f the 1c·a!ble were 
pla.c.ed in the han1ds of B1ri1tish 1and 
Germwn m.anit1f1actur·ers in Augu,st, 
1930. Iru O·ct1ob,er last ·c.on'fe1r 1en.c1es in 
c.onne1ctio;n wiith co1nt1r,a.cts for c1aJb'l1e 
con1st1rUJction we·re held by 1rep·resent
atives of t;h ,e 1C.omp1any with r 1ep.r.ese·nt
ative1s ,of th1e Britis1h Po•st 10ffic1e and 
re:presen:tativeise ·of firm1s 1C'a.p1rub1le of 
ten;derinlg·1no.r 1SUC'h Ml un1d1erta!kin.g. 

As ,a ·result 0 1f ·CO·n1fe.r ,e·n1ces ~b1etw·ee'n 

the British Po•st Offi·c·e, the Ame~i.1c1a1n 

Telep1h io·n·e 1an'd Telegra1ph ,co,m,p,any, 
and th1e re1presen1tative:s .of th1e1 an
tici:p,ated ca.Jble ·Ciontr.acti,n,g ·fi.r'ms, it 

'vas foun1d th'at it wo.uI:d be P'hysi1c•ally 
im'po1s1si!ble to· complete thie cable in 
sufficient rti,me to h·ave it l1aid duri·ng 
tl1os1e m,o,nth·s o·f tihe p.r ·e1s1en1t yea1r of 
1931 ·ais would be s .uita1ble fior cia.ble
layi•ng purp:oses. It 1h ·as to· be ·re.m·e1m
b·ered that out of the twelve monlths 

• 

tl1ere ar·e but t1hree or three and a half 
m 1on1th.s du.rtn1g whi1ch it i-s possible to 
lay a ca'ble in. the viciniity of Ne1w-
1fot1rudl·an:d, n1amely, Ju1n,e, July 'aJnd 
A_ugt1st, with a 1p·o1s1si'ble wee:k or t'vo 
in May. Fro·m Se1ptemb·er 101f t ·his y1ear 
,un.til the 1exp'iry O·f the perio.d, 1na,1n·ely, 
l\/I.a.y 101f next y·eiar, i1s an 1aib·soolut·e1ly 
·d·e·aid seaso1n1 s·o fair a·s ,caJble-l1ayi'n1g, 
eitJher fro:1n New·founldlan·d eiastw.a.rd 
or N1ewfoundla,n .d w·estw1ard, is 'C·O·n
cerne·d. I1n this situia.tio·n t:he 1Com1pany 
;a:skJs that the fran1chise· b·e exte1nld·e1d, 
,as to ·COm1pletion, u11til tl1e end o·f th1e 
ye·a,r ·of 1933. 

It is n1ot n:ecess·ary fo1r me 1to. r1e1f:e,r 
to 1bo·na tides in the, 'C1a1se ·Of a c1om1p.a.ny 
·O·f suich a wortd stan1di1n·g 'a.S th·e 
Ame·ric.a,n Telie·plho·n·e 1an1d Tele,gr:apl1 
'C,omp1a·ny, a1nd I ·have ,alread.y give11 
.evi1d1e1nc1e ,o.f ithe \Vor·k · whic1h ;h·a.s 1a~l

re.ady rbe.en: 1C1omp1le1ted,. As ·a fu,rh·er 
evi1den.c1e 01f good fla.itl1 o·f th·eir 
actr·vitiies i·n thi's 1c·o,nn.e1ction, I w.ou1ld 
say thiat i:n ·or.der t10 secure suffi.cienrt 
suppli•e1s 1of 1b.alata, th·e m,ate.rtal TI·eices
s·a·ry 1fjo-r the i:n.sul.atio111 of the cable·, 
they ,purch,a!s·e·d a larlg<e· .pe.r1c·en1tage. of 
the er1tire W·01rld'1s ·supply of tlhis 
miaterial, 1c.01veri.n:g 1a pe.rio1d 01f n ·eiarly 
t\V·O y·e1a:r ·s, .ait ,a cio·s t 10·f a p p,r oxim.a te I y 
a !n11illi1o:n a·n.d a h .alf ·d,ollars. T1his 
m1ateri1al comes fro1n s ,o,uth Ameriic•a, 
an1d as the,re is 1but a limited supp1ly 
pr•o1du1ce,d fio,r ' the '\V01r :ld's m1a1r ·kets, i.t 
was neces.s·a·rY 'fo.r them t io m:a.ke th:ese 
arra:n1ge·n1.en1ts in ,aJdvia1n1ce 01f ·ructual 
c101111s tru dtio1n. 

Gutta p·ercha and B.al1at1a. h1ave, 'be·e·n 
th·e stan,da.rd ,m:ater1i,als·. fo,r ' in1su.l.ation 
,o.f 1de·ep sea eables .sin·ce ·sub!ma.rine 
ca:ble1s were fi:rst m1a.n1u:fa;ctured. Thes·e 
materials .ar·e quite ·simil1ar in ,com
positton, · the gu1tta hy:d.rocarbons 
whi1c/h f.orm tJh·e ba.se ,o,f e.ach b1ein:g the 
i:m1po.r.tant e1lem•ent whiich m;a1kes then1 
suit.aible. They :are su,pe:ri·or to. ,other 
ty,pe1s ·oif in1sulaitin:g .m:at·erial1s flor tl1e 
follo1win1g reas-01n1s :-

• 
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(1) They :bie1c101me plastic .at w1ar1n 
te·m1p1e,r1aitu1res ·run1d 1c,an be r,eadily ex
tru1de1d ove:r a con·ductor in multiple 
layers in1 a contin1uo1t1s she,ath 'vith 
gr.eat ex:acrtn1es·s ,a·rud freedom f.ron1 
1n1e1c.h1an1i1c1a.l d!e:fect,s. T,he mat,e.rial 
q ui1ckly sets to a 'h1ard tougl1 ciove,ring 
wlh1en dr1a -vvn 1th:r'Ough c,ol1d w,a'.te1r 

I I 
; 

(2) T'he elerctri1cal 1ch1a.r1a·cter·i1s1ti1cs 
ar·e well ·adaipted to suibm1a.ri'n1e c1wble 
c10 n.s1tr u c ti1o::r11. 

Bangor, Maine,-Canadian Border 
(82 Miles) .-Survey ,v,ork has been 
completed and right of way purchas
ed. N·o clearin·g or construction work 
has been starte,d. The central office 
equipme11t for Ban·g,or was to b,e in
stalled by the N·ew England Telephone 
Company. I understand that re
q uisitio·n.s for the equipment were 
plac1ed a few weeks ago. 

St. Croix River Crossing-Inter
national Border.-Applicat _on f.or per-

(3) Th.e electri1c,al a'n·d ·me.ch.a;nrical mit has been made, b·ut permits have 
ch1a,rructe,r 1istic,s 1ar·e ,m:ain:t;ain1ed con- :not yet been secured. 
s1tant undier .sea lbotto1m ·conditions 
01vie r .a ,gre1a t .man,y ye·ar1s. 

·TI1e 1aJb,o·ve chara:cteristics m'ak·e the 
Balata ,an·d Gutta P 1erdl1a very s:a'iis
f,acto'r·y ~01r tele1gr1apih c1a.ble1s, 1bt1t the 
d1iele.ctT'i,c,al lo1s1s1e·s ar·e 1to·o high f,or the 
.requ'i.reme,nits 101f 101ng 'Cab1le1s c1arry'i:n,g 
fr1e1q1uenlcies 01f the voice ,rrun1ge, o:r :flor 
Sh101rter 1Clalble·S carrying car1rier cu·r
renit ·f.re·qu·en1ci1es. F ·or thi1s 1re.a1s,01n it 
W1ais n re1ce1s.sary t 10 fi'n1d or· 1d.evelo'p a 
new in.sulatin,g material 'having simil1ar 
ch1ar'acteris1tics to, the b1alata ,o:r gutta 
percha m·u·ch 
sup•e,r1o,r to 1them electr'i·c:ally. As a re
sult, paragutta 'v·a1s ·dev·e11ope1d., ·C10.n1s-ist
:i'ng of the ·p1ur1ifie,d hy1dro-c.arborns ()1f 
b,alata a·nd of ru:brber with minor waxes 
to n110•dify the m·ech.ani•c,al •c.haracter
iHtics. 

B:al:ata, is u1sed in the m,a·n.ufaClture 
of p.a.r1agu1tt,a, sin1ce it 'i1s m,o,re friee 'fr-0n1 
im1pu,rities th1a.n 1gutta perclh1a, .a'n1d, be
in,g in liqu,id for'm., C'an b·e p1ro'duc·ed 
,anJd tr·an·spo:rte1d m,ore 'r 'e·a1di.1y. TI1e 
puTity ·Orf the hydro-carlbo1n1s is ve1ry 
impo•r'tant from the stan1dpo1i1nt o·f di
elec1tric losises in the Io,n1g su1b1m,ariin·e 
telephon1e cab,les. 

A d'i1gest of th,e 1status ·Of tlh·e 1de
ve1opment ,of· ith·e p.r,oject as 'at tl1e 24tl1 
·o'f Feibru·ary, 1931, is a1s fbllows: 

International Boundary, St. John, N. 
B. (72.8 Miles).-The pole lin·e work 
is c·ompleted. Wire has been strung on 
67 miles of pole line. The remaining 
wire work in this se·ction will be co·m
pleted within th,e next week. 

Toll Ent1·ance Cable Worlr, St. J oh11, 
N.B. (32700 Feet).-Nearly all o.f the 
conduit work has been finished and the 
c·able an1d loading has been ordered 
1and p.artially delivered. T'he New 

, 

Brunswick Teleph,one C.01mpany 'vilI 
have an interest in this cable and con-
1duit. 

St. John, N. B.-New Brnns1'vick
N ova Scotia State Line (121 l\liles) .
Surv3y work has been practically 
co,mpleted; 97% of th,e right of way 
l11as been optioned and 48% of the 
right of way p1urchased. 3-9% of the 
right of way has been cle,ared and 
poles have been set for 22 miles. N10 

wire has been strung in this secti·on. 

Nova Scotia-New Brnns,vick State 
Line-~ilmherst, N. S. (3~ Miles).
Line wo·rk has been completed and the 
wire is str·urig. 

Amherst Toll Entrance Cable and 
Conduit- (2500 Feet). - Engine·ering 
work haE" been completeu. c .onduit 
wo·r:k started De·cem ber 1st, 19'30-. 

• 
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Anilierst _ N e1v Glasgow ( 86~2 
lliles)._:.....P,ole line a.nd wire work com
... t d Wire temporarily cut into both ple e . 
offices. 

~ elr Glasgo1v Toll Entrance Cable 
A~d Conduit (Approximately 6,000 
Feet).-En,gineering work has been 
co·mpleted. This Maritime Company is 
to have a reservation in a part of this 
cable and conduit. 

N e'v Glasgow to Strait of Can so 
(64.4 ]files).-Survey has been c,on1-
pleted; 91 % of the right of W'aY op
tioned; 90% of rig.ht of way purch,as
ed; 85 % of clear'i·ng finished; 27 miles 
of pole line c,onstructed; 20 miles o.f 
\Yire strung. 

Strait oi Canso.- Engineering work 
bas been completed and right of way 
sec11red. 

Strait of Canso-SJ·dney Mines (85 
1'Tiles).-Appr,oximately 70% of the 
right of \Vay has been staked. About 
70% of the right of way has been O·P
tioned. N 01ne of the O·Ptions fhave been 
taken up. No clearing or pole line 
work has been done. 

SJrdney Mines, N. S.-A lot has been 
purchased 0nd architects plans l1ave 
been completed f.or the pr·oposed 
building. Bids have not Y·et been secur
ed from contra1ct101rs for the er,ecitton of 
this building. Permit has been obtain
ed from the Dominion Govern1nent for 
the Sydney Mines-Port aux Basques 
cable lan,ding. 

Port a11x Basq11es, Nfld.-Prelimin
ary survey work has been completed. 
The "\vork is un·der way to secure op
tio11s on bttilding sites. 

Grand Bank, Nfld.-Real estate for 
a building site has been optio·ned, 
total cost to be approximately $4,500. 

N elv Pe1·lican, Nfld.-Application has 
been filed \Vi th the Newfoundland Gov
ernment for about 20 acres of Crown 
land and an option has been secured 
on S·ome private property in the centre 
of this tract to cost approximately 
$1,000. 

Burin Pe11insula and Avalon Isthmus. 
-Preliminary surveys have been 
completed of proposed overlan 1 cable 
routes a.cross the Burin Peninsula and 
the Avalon Isthmus. 

Termoncarragh, lrela11d.-Land has 
been purchased for a building site. 
The Bell Telephone Labo,ratories are 
conducting experiments on this site at 
present and have laid son1e test 
cables. 

Central Office Eq11ipment.-Orders 
have been plac,ed on the Northern 
Electric Company for central office 
equipment installation.s for St. John, 
N. B ., A1nherst, N. S., New Glasgow, 
N.S., a.nd Sydney Mine,s, N°· S. Some 
en1gineering work has b,een completed 
but n·o manufacturing has as yet been 
starte,d. 

I wo·uld ciall atten.ti·on p.arti1culiarly 
to 1the :fa1crt thiat the p.reli.m,i'n1ar·y .su·r
very work !h:a.s be,en 1co1m1p1le1te1d at Port 
·aux Ba.sque,s and 101ption1s 1ar,e b·ein:g 
se1c,ured .on nec,ess,ary site's there, that 
01p1t1o·ns ·h,ave 1bee1n secured i.n1 ·connec
t£on with siteis ~at Graind Banik ·an1d also 
at New Perlic,an1; p,r1elimin1ary .surv;eys 
'h1ave ·bee'n com·plet1e:d 1of ove,rl1and c·alble 
rout0s a1cros1s the Burin Pein1i:n.sula ,anld 
the Ist\hmu·s o,f· Avalon. 

The ma:in 1poin1ts i.nJ c101n·nectioin with 
the ro·uit1e of th,e 1cable ,from New Y101rk 
a·re Boiston, Portlajn1d, B,an1go1r, 'St. 
Joihn, N . . B., Am:JJ.e,r 1st, N1e,w Gl1asg1o·w, 
S1yidney Mines. These :are lan•dlin1e 
servic1es; 1calble from Sy1dney Mine1s to 
Port ·aux Birusques; cable fro1m Port 
aiux B·asq u,e,s to Grand B1ank; 1ditcllring 
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a;cr,o·s1s Bu·rin Pe,ni.rusula, tl1ence by 
·cabl,e to a po,i.nt O'll' the lisith1n11s o,f 
Avalon, d.itchin·g ac,ros1s in\tO· Trindty 

' 
l3ay; 1tl1e·n1ce to N e·w Per1lic.a'n an1d 
fro.m New Perlican to Ter·m1onc,arragh, 
Irelrund. 

'Dhe P·articular1s th:at I qu1ote in 1con
ne1ction1 'vith th,e Co1np1a·ny .are author
itrutJtve·, as .are al·so the pla·n1s, in· t,J1at 
I s1ecured them peTson.ally from Mr. 
John H. Ray, ·01n1e of th1e ,sen'i10.r co·un.se1 
for tl1·e con1p.a'nry. 1\1{,r. Ray w·as the a;t
to,r 'n.ey who vii1sited Ne,,v:fiou·ndl1anc1 in 
conn e1ction. with ·n·eg.otiation1s he,re. I 
hiad confere·nces ·with !hiim in Lond,on 
du.ring November last, ·an'd had further 
conlferen1c.e1s with him 1an1d 'viith seve.r ,al 
of 1th1e leadin:g 1exe·cu1tivie o•f ithe co.m
pa'n~y i1n N·evv York, 1d11rin:g the first 
wee1k 10.f Decem1ber ·oif lrusit ye·ar. 

It i!S not n1e1ces1sa:ry fo,r !me to s.ay 
that I am is·ati1sfie·d that the Americ.an 
T·elep.ho111e a•nd Tel·egr1aph Corn,painy 
are 1capabl·e of ca,rry;i·n1g thr10·llgih this 
un1der1taking. I fe·el th'at it is also t1n
n1e1c·e1ssary for me to off·er •any further 
a;ssur.an1ces to this Ho1use· that they 
have ·alre·ady gon:e ·a lon,g way towa.r 1dG 
thie carry1inJg out of their pr·o1gra.rn.,m1e. 
Th.eir inrvestn11e·n1t in the u·nde.rtal{ing 
alre·ady r·epres·e·nts :an exne1nditure of 
·Seve,ral m1ill:Lo,n d·oll1a~rs, 1an .. d with thi1s 
ex·ten1sio·n I feel confident th·at be1fore 
th·e en1d of fill.e year 1933 the ca,rrying 
on o.f .a telephon1e ·c10 1nversatd.o:n be
tween Newfou·nldlan:d a1n 1d 1th.e •Co1n
tinent of North Ameri1ca to the west 
an.1d soi.1th, ·and Gre.at Britai!n, Ireland 
a·nd 1tJhe C·on1tfn.en·t of Europe to the 
e·ast an1d s·outh 'viII 1b·e a p~actic1al ac
complish.men1t. 

I ,conse·qt1ently move ith1a1t tl1is Bill 
be n1ow re.ad a se1co'n1d time, a,nd in d0-
in 1 ~ 1so re.commen1d i1t to the favo.ur1a·ble 
con1side,ration ·o:f the Legislature . 

• 

Pursu.ant to 0 1rder an1d o·~i.1 • m.oition of 
Rt. H~on; . th·e Prime Mfin 'i.ster- tl1e Bill 

ell!titled "An· .Act to provide a N·a.tio1nal 
Flag f-0r N ewfoum.:dlan·d 1an1d •Coil ours 
t10 be worn by ve1ssels," wrus rea'd a 

secon1d ti1n1e. 

PurrSu:a,nt ·to O·rder 1a111d on mortio11 01f 

Rt. H 1o·n. the P·rime Minis1ter th·e Bill 
en titled ,., An Act to· alite.r the Tiitle oif 
th·e ·Colo1nial Secreta·ry," w.as r:eiacl a 
secQnd rti.1ne. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
--...:Mr. S1peaker, the proceedure vVhich 
I :b,ad i.n ten,ded ito 1su1ggest in1 Cl(}1n·n.ec
'tio·n with th·e handling of rth·e1se1 Con
istituti·onal an·d Imp.ertal m1rutters .was 
tl1,at this House shou1ld .r ·e1solve itiself 
inlto Co.mmitte1e 01f the W1h·ol1e a11'd meet 
lin joint sec,ret sesSii·on with the mem-
1b.ers of ,fue Le~isl:ativ·e 1Counicr.i.l ib·ut 

<.J ' ' 

1as the o.ther 1Ch1am1ber will niot be iin 
se1ssion Uillitil Mo'nd:ay next, I p•r 1op1os1e 
1to1n101rrow to 1m,ake th·e ne1ce1ssar·y 
formal Mo1tJio1n 1so far as th·i1s Cha.mlbe.r 
is co·n1c·.erned. This irs n ·ot ,a departure 
,from. correct technica.l pr,a.ctise, as I 

.remiembe.r a:n .occ1a1sion duri111g the war 
wh·e·n, certain1 .matiter's were dealt witl1 
in joinit session1 10,f botrh Ho·u:se,s in 
1s·ecret. 

I, co·n,se1q·t1en1tly, mov,e rth~at these 
1separa1te Bills b1e d·e·al1t witlh by Com
mitJtiee i01f the Wb.ole of ·both Ho11ses. 
Meanwh~le I would 1sugge.st that o·n 
.to1m·orr1ow the Bills b,e read a sec01nd 
t .im1e :sro tlhat th·e whole :thjnlg wo'uld. b·e 
in forIP. for a joint session. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Mr. Speaker, I ca.1I11111ot concur in the 
1sugges1tio'ni ·o.f the Hon,. the Pr'i'm1e Min,.. 
ister and would 1ask fio1r a posltpone
m·e1nt o.f the 1se1c101nd r ·e·ading of tl1is 
Bill i.n r ·el1at'io1n to 1th·e 1Colonli:al Sec.ret
ary until ,w,e h1a·v.e decide:d the queistion 
01f tlhe 'ac,cepta,n·ce 101r ·Other·wiise of the 
ne1w t1itle of 1th1e 1C'o11'om.ial Se1c.rertarry. I 
thi·n•k, Sir, th,at iis th·e main poinlt. Tlh ·e 
other m,atters deal with a tdifferent 
subject altog1et\her. 
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RT. HON. TI-IE PRiltIE 1'1INISTER 
-l\1r. Speaker, do I ·U'n·derst:an·d ther·e 
is 80111e doubt e·xis1ting in t1l1e n1tn1d _ 0 1f 

tll·e i1011oura ble n1e111ibe,r? 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
lVIr. Spe1ak,er, ye·s. 

R.T. HON. TIIE PR.IllIE llIINISTER 
___jMir. Spea.k·er, I 'vish to isa)r ·thiat so 
~ar lWS I a;m conicerne,d thiere is ·n 10 

doubit. I-Iowever, I quite :aigree with 
t~1e Lea·de1r of ith·e Opposition, that, as 
lie expr,esise1s a do1u:bit, we def er the 

8.81c1o'nd rea·din1g of these Blills,. 

I move ithat t~his 1Comnnittee rise ·and 
report its requ1esrt that it m 1eet a j(oi'n.t 
Con1,nTittee fr·om th1is Ho·use runid 1h1e 
Leg'islative Co1u·n1cil 'in th1is C'.h,,a.miber 
at ,a 1time to be :cteci'd·e1d upon later. 

I 1tJ1inir the pr·oper ·pr·oic,edu'r~e is for 
a .r,eque1st ·oif 1thi1s k·ind to co.me fr101ffi, 

tlhis Ho11s·e throu.gil1 tl11ait ch1anne1l. 

Pur,sua'.n1t t10 0 1r 1d·e'r :run·d on :moition of 
Rt. Ho1n·. th.e Prime Minist,er the Bill 
entiitled ''_Ajn Act to Amen1d rt!he Sum-
1niary JuriS'd·iciti1o·n1 Act, 1930" w1as r·e'a·d 
a ,s1ec101nd ti~me. ia•n1d it ,"\va1s ordered that 
t11e 1S1cti1d Bill be r ·efe1rr,e1d to a Com
m1ittee ·Of the Wh1ole Hou1se o·n tomor
-ro:w. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE llIINISTER 
l\ .~r. Spe·ak·er, I be·g to .move th.a;t this 
B1ill "An Act to Am·e·nd t11e A cit 21 
,G·eorge V., Cha,pter 14 . (1Summ.ary 
Juris1diction Act, 1930'') be nol\v reiad 
1a s,econ·d time. 

I feel th.at I mtght 1rut rtfhi!s mo·ment 
miak1e ·a detailed exp1lan1aJti101n· of rthe 
'vfh10I.e Bill, rather than wailt until the 
i111aitte·r 1com1e,s up .for· 1C01n·sideration 
vetbrut1m in Commitite,e of th,e Whole. 

Would hon'ourable .n1.e.m)bers kin1dly 
1ref er rto Seictio111 1 of the B1ill? This 
rel1fttes tioi S·u b-se1ctio1n, 1 ( c) ·of Sectio·n 
155 of th·e A.t\ct 1as p.ass·ed laslt ye1ar. 

T 1l1.i1s Section, of last y,e·ar,'s A!ct pr.o
vid·ed itha;t :tihe R 1ule 1C101mtn.1i1trtee miay 

·re.g1ulate costs an··d ch;a,rg·es pay.ruble 
111n1d,er clistr.eis,s war1ranlts tssue(l by a 
Court of S11n1m1ary Jur:isrdi'ction, wh·ile 
ithe scale of coisrts is .pr·o,vi1die·d in rtl1e 
6tl1 S c.he1d 11le. 

"\T,ario11·s o,bje1ctio1ns h.ave bee,n ·ra:i,sed 
1by M,a.tg.i:st1rates to ith~e wor,kin1g o,f tl1is 
,g.c·a~l e of tco,sts 1a·nd tt i1s f e,1 t 1tl11a t a 
per1n1a111en\t scaile ou:ght to1 1be drawn 
llP on1y :after c.are1ful 1c0Jnisi1dera!ti101n 
anid 1Co1ns·ul ta ti on wi·th 1th1e Maig'iisitr1ateir.3 

an1d t111at it 'vo1uld be i.n1adv·i1s1a,ble to 

{h.aSitily clraf1t a sc.ale ·a;n1d ito· embody 
irt 1in the ~ct. 

T'he gener·al .system ,of charging 
c10.s1ts i 1n M:agii1st1ra;te.s' iCo·urts requireis 
re,risi,on, 'i'n· vie1w o·f ·the· i,ncre·a;sing 
volume of civ'il 1busin1e1s1s d101n,e tn1 th·ese 
1Courrts. T1he pre·senr.t 1syrsrtem :is har,dly 

fair to a 1s1u1ccessif11l pla1in1tiff, wtl10 miay 
,b·e a;t ·C101111sid,e:riable expe·n1s1e in c·on-
du1c1tin1g 1an aotio·n. before Magi1strates 
ia1n1d }'"',et has g!re.a1t 1diffiicullty i1n recov·-
1erin1g a~ny of ll1i1s 1C101s1t1s fron1 the un-
1suc·c.e1ss.ful .p1arty. The ID'al'bter' "\Vas un
der c·on1sider1a1tio!n at 'th1e r;ecen)t a.n:nu.al 

~n1e,eting 01f th1e La,w S1oc.ie·ty ai1d :a su1b
co·m·111,ittee was aJppo1inJted t 10 ,e!nquire 
i·n:to thie m·atter and pl1ace. some s11g-

• 

T11e R·11le C1om~mittee 'U'nder· th.e 1930 
Acrt con.si.s,ts of the tJh.r ·ee Ju,dge·s of 
the S,upr:e·m,e Co11rrt; rtlli.e Re1gistrar of 
th·e Supreme Court (willo i1s Taxin·g 
,Officer); th·e Solicit101r Generial; the 
D·ep·uty Mini1ster 1of J 1u's1ti1c,e, a·n1d the 
Judge of rthe C1en1tr·a1 . c ,ourt. I It is felt 
thart .th.is 1C,o·m·mi.ttee, fiv·e of w;hom .are 
ju1d'.ic·al or ,se!m:i-ju.d'i'cal .offi.1c·e1is, a11d 
:l"\ivo of who.m are law offi.cers 'vho 

have 1r1e'adhed tl1at degr.ee oif s·en.iority 
¥Jih,en th.ey n10 lon1ger fhaye mucih pe:

s·o·111al intere,st i·n pr·oc·e·e'.di,n(gs 1before 
l\i:agiistr·ates, crun be relie·d up.on. to 
ar·aiw up a 1scale wl1icl1 will be .fair to 
litiga·nts. 
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\ Vould ho1n•ou,rable membe1r1s now re
fer to the .sec·ond se1c•tion oct: the B·ill? 
This d·ea l1s with the s recond srchedule 
of the Su1m:m1ary Jur:isdi·e1tiioru A:crt of 
193·0. Tlhere wrus 'a slight error' in su'b
s ection (rd) refe,r:ri1n1g 1t10 act:ion1s o.f 
libel a·n1d ,slan'd1er' :as dr!afteid last yeiar 
an1d i1t i1s ·d·esir·ed t .o• 1C101rrerct thi1s. As 
r eg·a:r;ds su'b-·s,e1otion1s (2) 1a·n1d (3) t'he1se 
a p i;•e,ared tn the dra:et -wlhich ;wa1s plac
e·d 1b1e :50 re .ain d pa.sis e d .b·y the H 1o·u s e 
la1s·t ye•ar, bu1t rt\hie.se 1two. clauses wer'e 
omitted in thie Kin1g's Pri1nter',s cotpie1s, 
wh:ich h·ave now ibe1e·n d.isitr'ib,uted 
b1rc1adca·st throtu,g:h1out 1the 1C0111n1try. It 
"~ou·ld, rsitrictly 1spe·akin1g, 1be in or1d1er 
to h 'ave all 1Jh.e1se _c·o·p1ie1s .cro·rrectre,d, blrt 
this w,oul,d ibe v.ery difficult. T!he 
sim,ple1sit v/a·y of ·d·ealin1g wi1th tlhe m1at
ter 1no,w is t io. r 'e•pea'l the who.Ire 
S.clheld ule an/d r1e-e1n1aic1t it as n•O·W p1riij.t
e1d. 

With regrar·d to ·S1ecrtio1n: (3) 101f the 
B,ill 'bv a ·cJe.ri1cal .error the 'vron'g ' ~ 

he:a.di1I11g wa.s put tor th,e Sixth Sch1erdu11e 
i.n the Act as dr1alfted last yea1r. S·ec
tiro1n 3 corr·e·ct1s thts error. The whole 
Sclhedule, how•ever, will n10·W be Srufb
ject to r ·evtsion by 1th1e Rul·e C1oimmit
tee. 

T.he Summ1a.ry Ju1risdi:ction Act of 
l a st year was an Act sub1mitted 1by tlhe 
1C1011n ·m1iittee •O·n th·e C·o·niso1li,d1ation' of 
StJrutu,te1s. T·h1irs :am·en1di,n1g B~ll i1s sulb
m1i1t1te·d by the sa·mre Com,m~tte,e. I a1sk
ed th·e Actin1g Deputy Mini1ster 01f Jus
tice., Mr. B. E. S. Dunifie'ld, who is also 
SecTetar·y of the Co1n1s1oli1dati1on Co·m
mittee., itro co·rufer wirth rtihe tw·o· Hon. 
·gelllitleme1n opp101site w,ho ar:e P1ractis
i,n1g b1arri.sters, 1s101 ithat th,ey m'i1gh(t be 
ft1lly acq u.ainite;d w1itJh th·e ·n ,a1turre 1an·d 
s cop1e of a·n1d n1ece1s1si1ty ~or th.i1s .a,men.d
men1t, a1n1d I e1arne1sitly ho,pe that th'i1s 
S1e1corud Readin1g h1a1s thetir· full concur
r ence. .If thes·e genitlie1m1e1n have ainy 
s tlgges.ticin·s to rn,ake as to the w1ording 
of thi1s Bill o,r any d1etails in conrne1c-

tion there1with, I am suire they will 
let this Hou·sie ·have the b·enefit ,of their 
01p.inlio1n when t11.e Bill i 's b1e1f1or·e u,s in 
1C101m ,m!JJttee 'Stage. 

MR. EMERSON-Mr. ,Speaker, I 
1slh101uld lilre tro ;m·aike. 1a fe1w r·ema1rks 

. ab1o·ut the samre ma1tJteri, ras I am per
sonlally fa1mila1r with th1e ci~culm1stances 

wihiJch make thre .propose1d amre;n1dm1enrts 
n ·e1ce.ssary. I sh1ould like to· oall at
ten1tio·n 1to thre faCJt thart 1after thi·s Bill 
p·asis e d ,th,e Hou·s e· l1a1s t y e1a.r, run 1e n -
g;rorsise·d cop·y was s,en1t to th1e Kin1g'3 

Pr"init·er, an1d t-vvo se1ctio·n1s of the Act 
w,e:r:e 101mm'irtte1d. I dorn't kn101w where 
the blam.e li1e1s f:o1r err101rs ·of rtlhis ki1nld, 
burt I thin1k th·e m:atter veiry serrious. 
I ·know of on1e tnsta1n·ce in particular 
where th1e word "not" wa.s ·Omitted. 
T 'he ser1iou.s consequen1c1e1s oif er1ror1s 
of ·tJhi:s ki:n1d ,a1re obviou1s, a1s a rule· it 
neve,r 101c1c1u•r1s ito jud1ges o.r priaciti1sion
er1s tio c.h·e1ck ,o.v.e:r Ki:n1g'·s Prin1ters 
cop'i\e1s. T:he 1sa1m·e1 .thin1g is likely to oc
cur wh1en. so·m1e1 of tJhe la·r ;ger Acts, 
·SU·clh as the 1Cr·own Lands Act ,o,f 1'ast 
ye,ar are r·e-1print·ed rin pam1p1hlet fo1rm. 

Fro.m ·time to· ·tim·e· ,tJh.e Mi1nlsteris of 
y,a;rio·u1s de1partme·l1Jts have -A1cits 01f ·this 
ki'nd re-p1rin1t1e1d :and 1dilstributed, an1d 
·be·ca1u1s1e 1o:f thieir 1c1onrvenient ~01rm they 
are large1ly U·se·d 'by •practitioner·s. 
S.eTiO,US ·er1r,or,s h 1aVe 101C1CUrr·e1d in, these 
'i'n tihe . pa.st, ,an·d they may be the 
m 1eans .of vractitio1ner.s givin1g wro,ng 
op1in1ions. I 1say wr10I1Jg ·opindo1ns 1as lba'd 
jud1g;e1men,ts ,c,annot be giv·en, .un1der ·a!ny 
ci1rcurm'sitan1c.e1s. I d·o think it an ex
trermely 1se1riou1s s1t 1ate of affairs w'hen 
p:riniters c·opies are ,n1ot to be relied 
up1on1, 1a.n.d I thii'nik thlat soime steps 
1sh1oul1d b1e .ta,ke·n1 t ro prreve.nt itt.s r ·ercrur
ren1c1e in the ,fu1tu1re. 

Pursu'a'n1t rt10 order an·d on 1motion of 
Roni. the Solici.tor Ge·n·e1r1al the B111 ,en
rtitle1d "An Act to Am,en·d the Law Re
latin1g to I...1if.e Insur1an1c1e" wa·s r ·e1ad a 
1seco,n1d tirn1e, ·and it w,as o!rde1re1d to be 
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f . ·ed to a Select Co.m,1nittee to conre1 e11 
. t f Ho·n the Solicitor General, Hon. 

SI'S 0 1 
• • 

l\1:r. Lewis, Mir. Emersion, M1r. Winter 
and Hon. lVCr . . Speake~~ 

HON. THE SOLICITOR GENER.AIJ 
_.Mr. S1peake1r, i'n moving th·e se1cond 
reading of this Bill in· ·c.on1n.ect:i·on with 
Life 1n1su:r1an1ce 1Compa.nies I wo·uld like 
to sa.y that th·e Bill is 'as .ne:arr ,a.s pos
sible to the Act introduc·ed in Canada 
in 1921 ,affe1ctin1g Life I.n,s·u1r ·a:n1c1e Co1m
p.anies. The Ca:na·dian' Bar Associati101n 
an1d th·e Leg]slruture in 1C~an1a1da realiz
ed that all these Com1pa1nies in Br·itish 
North Am·eric·a were s·Oim1ewh1at iha.ndi
cappe1d biy the Bill ·and th1r1ough the 
efforts 1of the' 1C.a!n,adian Bar· Asso1cia
tionand the Legi1sl1ature an, Act k·n1own. 
as the Mo1de1l Act wa1s p1u1t i1n1 for,c·e in 
all provin1ces o·f 1C1a·nalda except Que
b·ec and as th·e Napoleonic C·ode 
was in for1ce in Qu·e·bec th·e Moidel 
Act whic'h wa·s base1d on thie 
Con1mon Law and the Juri1ca-
ture Act iJt wa1s n·oit p101ssible to put the 
Act in force in Qu·elbe·C. Th·e M·o1del 
Aie.t w·as first e1n1for1ced in T1oir·o·nrtio ancl 
later m:ade l,aw in the whole Prorvin1c·e 
of Onrtario ,anld th1e Provin1c1e1s of Nevv 
Bru1n1swick and N·ova Scoti:a whe·re it 
hct•S sin1ce proven ve1ry .satis1.fiact,01ry. 

Th·e bulk 101f Insuran1ce· 1C·om1panies 
wrtting Life Ins·uran·ce in this c101u·ntr~:

. are Ca,n1adia.n 1C101mpanies ·an·d fo1r ' th.e 

prote·ction, an.d a1dvan tage o!f the public 
at 11rurp:e wh10 a'r1e b1eirug inis·ured .and. 
the 1Com·p1anie1s w.h10 a.re· writing the 
Insurance. lit wio.uld, I think, be a'd
visaJb1'e to en.large the C·a.nad1an Model 
Aict an1d alter· it in 1pl1a·ce1s in. so far 3S 

posisible to have it :appli1cable to this 
OOU1ntry. 

S:e,ction.s ·of the Ac1t will n10 do.ulbt b ~ 
as mystifyin1g .to, th·e ·01rdinla1ry lay n1an· 

as a medical m1an's lecture ·on anato·mY
would b·e t10 m,e a·n:d ·f:or that reasc11 
I wo1uld su1gigest that the Bill be placed 

in the hands of a seleict Com,mit~ee 

who co1ul1d go ov·er iit S·ecti·on by S'2c

tioni, .adoptin,g the Model Act i11 fo rce 
in c :a,nadi,an· Pr1ovin·ces as a paitt2r ri 
anid makin1g the n·ecessary c1hang·es Lo 

surrt tl1e condition1s existin1g in t11is 
countr1y. 

(Reads Se·cti1ons) 

T:he.se ·are p1ractically rull the alter
ation:s m.ade and as I have alre.ad·y 
poi'nted o·ut they are matter1s witl1 
which ithe ·Ordinary lay 1man cian.not 
de·al an1d would b·e,st ·b·e hrundled by a 
Sele·ct 1Com·m.ittee. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Mr. 1Speake·r, I 1take it that the ·general 
1Sen1se 01f t1h,e· Bi1ll is t1h1ait it will im
p1rorve the position; ·oif thie pe101ple o·f 
this c1oun,try who, are b·ei:n·g i·n:sured. 

HON. THE SOLICITOR GENER.AL 
-Mr. Sp·e.ak·er, ye.s, the Miodel Ac.t as 
I h1ave istated be:fio1rie .h.a1s the full ap
prov·a!l 1oif thie 1Canadian 1Ba·r .Aisso·cia
ti·on· and so,m,e of the ,sre1ction1s were 
oppose:d 1by ithe In1s·U·ran·ce Com,p·anies. 

Pursurunt to or·der .an1d on moti.01n of 
H10.n. the So1li1ci1tor Gern1er.al the Bill .en
titled '''An Act for the Preve1ntion1 orf 
Fr1aud in Re'laJtio·n to, the· Sale o.f 
Se·c·urities" was read a sec1on1d t'i1me, 
.and it w·a1s 01rder1ed 1:10 b,e re1ferre:d to 
a ·Select Co·m·m·ittee to 1c1ons'i1sit oif Hon . 
the S·olici1tor Ge·ne·r ·aI, Horu. Mr. Le~vis, 
Hon. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Eimers·on, Mr. 
Winte·r, Mr. Alder·dice an·d Mr. Go1dden. 

In m.o,vin,g the sec1on1d readin1g ·of this 
Bil1l I m1i1ght say th·at wth1at 

1
was kno1wn . 

as th·e "Blue Sky La:w" ·exi1ste1d in .. con
n1e1ctio1n with business o.f thi1s .n.atur·e in 
thi!s country ,an·d no 1d1ou.bt moist of the 
peo1pl1e liste·ning to me w'ill re.collec.t 
the .tr1an1s'action 1o:f b ·rokeralge con1cerns 
th.at have ·been ·carrie1d ·On i1n t11is 
coun1try durin,g the past tw·o 01r three 
year1s w,hic.h 'h .ave c·aused 1con1s1idera·ble 
los:s to, the 1pe·ople who have inJvested 

• 
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mo111ies 'vi.th these Br101kerage Com
p.a.nies, du·e 110 the fact that there was 
t10 icon trol over the said ·Co·mpa.nies. 

In var~ou,s provin·c.es i'n Can1ada 
stens have be1en1 taken to .contro1l these 

~ 

Co·m·pan·ie1s and the Act of Ontario ·and 
the Act ·of Norva S1cotia vve,re intl'ioduc
ed ,f,or ·this 1purpos1e. 

In this coninectio.n I \vould like to 
say thiat this Bill is of ,suc·h a char
.acter 1that it is altoget1her b·ey101n1d the 
C·O·r11prel1en1sio;n of the or1din.ary lay 
man. a1nd if it illl1eets with your ap

r..roval, I w:o0uld like to rusk this Ho1usr 
to refer it ito ·a Select C1om1Inittee for 
their .ap·proval or 1other1wise. 

The first 1s.e1ction deals with the de
findtion. rrh·e S0C10n1d S·ection deals with 
the defin.i-tion and ·defines ciertain 
term1s in the B1ill. T:h·e th:ir·d 1se.ct-i.on 
de1als 'vith the registrtatton1 of brokers 
and provid,es that !brokers be register
ed. Section .f·our de1als with exe1nptions 

tran·sacitions vvhdcih are analago1u1s to 
brol-rera:g;e tr.an!s.a·ction1s i1n 1co.n:nec1ti1on 
with certain in·stituti,on.s which c·an be 
put 1tl1rou1g·h withiout th·e in'tervention 
of a 1broker. 

There 1are twelve of fifteen· of these 
exemptionis. Section. five de1als with 
te·m r,orary registration. S·e·c.tio·n six 
de1als with ini:for1matio1n that ·must be 

. . 

su1pplied 'vith 1app1lilc·atio·n1s. Serclti-dn 
s1even deals with filin1g o,f bon.d1s. Sec
·t1ion ei1gih1t deal1s with bonds forfeited. 
S·ection nine de.als with power given to 

. the Attorney Ge.n.eral with reigard to 
registratio1n .a·n(d _can·cellatio.n. Section 
ten ideals with in,vestigati1o·n into the 
alle1ged trans,a~cti1ons ·of any broker. 
Sectio·n· elieven, deals with the P·O·wers 
of the Attorney Gen.era! to inlVestigate 
any ,alleged offenices a:gainst 'this Act. 
Section twelv.e is th·e sa.me. Se·ctio·n 
thirteen deals wi·th 1p1ower givenr to 
1101d any fun!ds ·or se·curiti1es of runy 

rbroker pen1din·g inive1stilgation1 into l1is 
tran1sa1ctions. Seiet1Jion fo1urteen deals 
with ·the 1sale o.f sercurities purchased 
.outri;ght or he1d on nlargin. 

Moist ·of my he,arer·s 1c1a1n recollect 
caises Wh·ere pri~ate inves1to·r1s h.ad or
dered th1eir broker t10 p·urcihase s·hares 
which rthey as·sum·e·d were bein1g held 
in t'heir 1n·ame an1d when tJhe aftair1s of 
the br·o~ker were· li1quiidated it was 
fo·uiild that these· sh.ares had been. solcl 
without their lrn1owle'dge. Se·cti·ons 16-
23 de.alis with Au1d.its, A·c·counlbs and 
In1ftor·mation1. Se·crtion' 24-25 deiscribes 
gener1al proivisi·on.s. Se1citi0on1 26 gives 
r 1ower to the Govern10.r in C1oun1cil to 
miake regu11a,tion1s. S·ection 27 })rovide.s 
p.enalties. Sectio1n1s 28-'29 are th·e same. 
Mr. Spe·aker, I :rn101ve the se·co.nd. re,ad-, 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Mr. S1p·eaker, does thi1s Bill contain 
anly instrt11ctions f1S to· who1m, will en
quire into thie type of 1bond.s or sh1ares 

HON. THE SOLICITOR GENERAL 
-Mr'. Speaker, no, th·e Attorn€Y Gelll
eral 1ha1s 1full .p1owers -in1 tha1t respect. 

JION. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Mr. Spe.alrer, t,he se1c1ur'ities that brok
ers 1se11 1ar·e subject t·o scr·utin1y by the 
A!tto·r,ney 1Gener!a.l? 

HON. TIIE SOLICITOR GENER.AL 
-iM:r. S·peaker, t1he Atto·rney Gen'eral 
·Can ste1p 1n an·d pr·eve.n1t the ·S'ale of 

. I ' 

:a.ni.V lbon1ds or ·sh:ares offered but it i:s 
nort provided that any type 1canm.ot be 
sold. Th~s m·atter w1a1s 'discu1ssed 1but 
we co1u1'd n·o1t thr1ow thle re1spon1s,ibility 
on the Attorne1y General of wartchim.g 
every bro·ker !and seein·g th.at every 
·security or share i1s g1ood. 

MR. EMERSON--1Mr. Speaker, sorrne 
ye1ar1s .aigo there waAs ,a large amount 
of certain ·min·in1g istock sold in this 
co·untry whic.h w1a1s worthles!s am.d re-
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suited in a very he.avy loss 1to peo1ple 
\V'ho invested in 1it. This aspect oif 
sliare pushin,g is not covered 'by this 
Bill a1nd before the Council m1eets 
again I h·o:pe that tl11ey 'vill con1sider 
this aspect. It was the 1su.bje·ct of 
comment in the newspapers .an.d in 
otlier c·ountrie1s is the 1su1bje·ct of str'i·ct 
legislation an1d I think t'hat t·hi1s inat
ter should be co·yered in tl1is Bill. 

IION. THE SOLICITOR GENERAL 
-Mr. Speiaker, I quite a .gree with my 
Hon·. friend the Mem1b.er rfor Placentia 

• 
Ea.st, there is no provisio·n .n1ade to 
11aindle this situation1. It is a ve.ry diof
fi1cult one .and if we !l1ad the ass1i1stan1c1e 

( 

of some lawyers .o·u1side the CoD.nrrn:i!s-
sion we might .be .ruble to .get so,me
t:hing in s·hape to co·ver it. 

llIR. PUDDESTE&-I1s this Bill the 

sa.me as the Ontario· Act? 

HON. THE SOLICITOR GENER.AL 

-Yes. 

lllR. PUDDESTER-Mr. Spe.aker, in 
the last twelve mo·nt·h·s the Atto·rney 
General o·f On1tario has :been tl1e Sllb
jeict of much cri1tici1sm and I trust that 
ste1p1s have been t1aken to. reme·dY the 
causeis oif thart 1crlti1cdSIIll in1 thils Bill. 

The riemaini1n,g Orders of the D,ay 
were deferried. 

RT. HON. TIIE PRL'1E ~IlNISTER 
-Mr. Spe·aker, in· refer·en·ce t 10 ques
tion No. 25 a.sked by the Ho,n. Leiader 
of the Op1po1sition, I 1b,eg to ta'ble an 
an1sw1er. In refer·en1ce to1 qu1estion No. 
18 asked by m;y H·on1. frien1d Mr. Moore1, 
I 1»eg to table an .runswer. Mr. Speaker, 
since the l·ast se,ssion o·f th'is House, 
I rec1eived the rfollowi·ng 00,m1m/Un'i1ca
tion fro:m the RJt. Hon .. R. B. Bienn,ett, 
Prti1me Mi:nilster (of C.ana\da: 

After the Ho1use cl,os·es I will ta.k ·e 
th·e ·01pportunirty: of ex·pressin1g in.y ap-

pre1ciation for hiis courtesy and ·m1ake 
a suita·ble reply. 

llIR. PUDDESTER - Mr. S1p.eaker, 
there are quite a lo·t of questio,ns ad
dr·e1ssed to the ·Col1ontal Secretary to 
Vt,.hic1h \Ve ·ar.e very a1nx·io·us to receive 
r·eplies so1 that w·e ca11 geit aihe·ad with 
the Address in Rep,ly, I \Vould 'ask tl1e 

I 

Prtme Milnister to unde·rta.ke to see 
thiat the replies 1are tab.Jed ·as soo1n as 
1pos1sible. 

RT. HON. rrHE PRL'1E MINISTER 
-Mr. Sp·ea·ker, I und1erstand thiat the 
answer·s .ar'e re,a·dry but the Colonial 
Secretary is not here today. 

IION. LEADER OF OPPOSITION-
1\!r. Spe.aker, in ref,eren1ce to' qu·estion 
N·o .. 25, I wo.uld like to a!sk w111either 
l\/lr. Conro:y has giv1en an an,swer one 
w.ay or anotl1·er 

RT. IION. THE PRl1'1E MINIST1ER 
-Mr. Speaker, I have receiv·e;d hi's 
reply and I wi1ll table it to1n1°orr.ow. I 

'\Vill tia'ble in writing m1em1or'a.ndum oif 
negortiation,s ·b·e1tw1e1en the Gorve.rn1me.nt 
a;nd the Hearst syndiic.ate. One do1cu
m.e·nt Mr,. Con.rory refuse1d to admit as 
a pu.blic d·o1cu1m.ent, it · 1con,si.sted 1of a 
s1erie1s 01f co.n tracts 1sign1ed by .sever'al 
,parties, it is .a 1com:m1er1cial d.01cu.me11t 
a,nd t1h~e co·ntents 1may not 1be dis·c1l,os·e1d. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Mr. S;peak·er, 'i·n1 other wo,r·ds the 
memorandum ·olf the provoiseid agr.ee
mient ,b1etween rthe Go.ver11m·enit and the 
Hearst 1p1e101p1le·? 

RT. HON. TIIE PRillIE MINISTER 
~Mr .. Speak.er, th·ere is n·o corries1p·o1nd
en1ce to sh1ow th.ast ,these p,eople m~eant 
bu,sinesis, exc·ept this final do1cu:mient 
whi1ch the'y produc,ed to bac·k up their 
r·epresentati1ons a·nd th·eY are not :pre
pared to tabl·e it be·caus·e it wo1uld af
fect t11eir in1ter·n:a1 r•e1atio,ns with other 
con1cerns. I,f there· is any other docu
m1ents whi1c·h are not co·n.fid·ential and 
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b1ear ,on the matter I will ha v·e them 
looked ·up and tafbled. 

0 1n·e cop.y 01f the contra1ct was given 
·me· an1d I h~d 1C01piers made 1an.d given 
to each mem:b,er of the Exe1cuit:Jive 
Co·un1cil. 

1'IR. PUDDESTER-Mr. S1p·eaik1er, 
\ver,e not sev·eral copi·es mad1e and 
given to ·m·emlbers of the Exe1curt:ive .. 
,c ,ouncil? Wasn't Mr. Dun.fi·el(d, the 
AJe1ting D1eputy Min.ister of Jus1tice;, 
furnishied with a cop.y for th·e ·p1urp·o1s-e 
of r·e·portin1g on S'a1m·e? I d,o, not .see 
why it i1s th·a1t if otlher outsi1d·ers wer·e 
able to see the doc111n1en1t there should 
be 1an,y olbj1e•c1ti,on to _ha vin1g it laid ·on 
th·e tabl1e 1of th1e H1o·use for the· in·
foTim:atio.n o~f t1he 1m,emibers. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Mr. Spe.a,k·er, the ,only copy that Mr. 
Dunlfield co1uld ·havie had w:as my 'Pri
vate co1py. The on1y way anothe:r ·copy 
coul1d 'be got vva1s by being st1ol,en 1fro1m 
my priyate desk :by the sa·n11e p·eople 
wh,o· ·broke open m ,y desk .s1ome tirme 
ago anid to1ok ·o:ther ·do1cuments. And if 
I thought t:h.ait Mr. Dun\fie1ld had shown 
t'he 1contr.a·ct to others I sho.uld most 
cer1tainly :a1Sik for hi'S r:e.signatio:n, !and 
I 1Sh1all i:mlll1edi.ately ask for an ex
plan'ation. 

1'11?. PlTDDESTER~l\!r. S1p1eaker, I 
did noit ,say that Mr. Dun.field 1sho1wed 
any person the 1C·O·l)iY and the Prin1,e 
Minis·ter ils n,ot g;o·ing to geit 1a'W·ay with 
anything-lik1e that. I am no,t 1conlce1rlned 
with tihe robbery of Y'Our po1liiti1c1al 

' 
docu'n1'ents. And it's no t1se for the 
Right Honiouralble the Prim1e Minister 
to "·go un in t1he !lir,., about p111blic 
1m.atters beifore the H·OU1se. Thi1s is a 
question 01f pulbli1c inter·est and 1as such 
w1e are dealiin1g with i1t arud vie are 
asking for ini:f::ormation. I might tell 
th·e Prtimre Minister tl1at we h1ave 1a 
p,uiblic ;duty ito' perfo1rm an·d that duty 
\Ve are g·oing t·o perform aiccording to. 

our view point, and thou1gih we1 may be 
' 

s1n1all i11 num1bers th1at does n·ot lessen. 
our responsibility to th·e coun1try no 
matter who it p1le,ase.s 1or disp1le1as·es 
an1d the document i.n questio1n should 
be ita,b,led. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
lVIr. Spe.akier, ·ff th1at position ,is taken 
·1t looks as th1ough the Reid in1te1rest1s 
,are 1afrai'd to leit the 1d.ocu1me.nt see ,the 
light 0 1f day .anid I thin1k ith,ait in taking 
this attitude they are s·everely ,pre
ju1d:i1cin1g their 01wn interes1ts. 

RT. H.ON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
___;Mr. g,pe1aker, if thiat 1attitude is t;ak
en it i's im1po1s.silble to ,do busi·ness in 

( 

this Hous·e as t 'he Opp,osition rure' talk-
ing ru!b'bilsh. w .e are 1asked no1t to al
Io,w a certain do1cu1men1t to be miade 
public and then ar·e s·ubje·cteid to such 
im1puden·C•e fr·om the Le,ader 101f the Op:... 
po,S'ition. Th·e Go·vern1ment is not ,afraid 
to let the inrfo 1rmra 1tion lbe 1tabled. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSIT·ION
·lVI!r .. Spe1aker, I 1did n1ot slay ~he Gov
ernln1e,nt w·ere 1afr1aid ito table the 
d·ocumrent, "11la!t I said was that if _the 
Reiids di,d not wish the d,ocum·enrt to 
be imade pulb1Ii1c the;n th-ey were a·ctin.g 
in a manner detrim,en ta~ to their oiWn 
initere1st:Js. And I think th·e Rigl1t 
Honoura!ble the Prime Min;ister should 
retraict .his s~fJatement. 

HON. THE SPEAKER-Th\at is w.hat 
the Le.ader of the Op1po·sitio1n said. 

RT. HON. THE PR.IME MINISTER 
-Mr. Speak1er, if th1e Leader 101f the 
10 ,piposition dld not mean to say wh.at 
I quote1d him as sayin·g, then I retract 
my sta1tement. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Mr. Spe1a,ker, I did _not ·Only lm,ean n1ot 
to say ilt I did not even insin·u.ate it. 

MR. PUDDESTER--<Mr. Speaker, the 
Prime l\!Iiniste1r shoutd remember that 
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have a duty to perform. He should 
\Ve . 
ptit 11i111self in the pla·ce -0if t!h~ Op-

osition members on the other s1d·e of 
~lie House and ask hi1mself what he 
woul·d do· in1 a similar· p10 1sition. 
wouldn't h·e demand as we are doing 
t1iat these do,cu1ments b.e truble·d es
pecially as we know they h1ave ·b·een 
seen by others. We h.ave 0111r duty to 
pe.rfor1m, an·d if that is ith·e at1tirtu.de 
the Prime l\'flinister is g-0in.g to take 
in displayin1g as mu·ch heat as h·e ,doeis 
todaY at the beg'inn'irn.g 01: the session 
then the 1session1 isn't goin1g to be a 
very friendly 0 1n1e .. 

RT. HON. THE PR.DIE MINISTER 
-Mr. S\p,eak·er, the H·on . . member has 
said thiat more c1opies we.re isisued th.an 
tl1ose given the me·mbers· df the 
Executive an1d ilf he thinks 1so then it 
is 11p to ·him to n:ame thos1e me1mb·ers 
who ha.ve broiken their .oath of office. 

~IR. PUDDESTER---<Mr. Speaker, I 
repeat whiat I have sai1d th.at these 
copies were .seen1 by others outside the 
Executive who did not hol1d the ·only 
ones, the Govern1m,ent we1re n·ot the 
only people c-0nsulted rub1out the Gan
der co·ntrac:t. T.he Opposit!on were 
in1terviewed .als.o. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, I kno.w that the Leader 
of tihe Op1position h·ad several inter
views witJh Mr. Po·well onJ the matter 
of the G.an·der. 

~IR. PUDDESTER - Mr. Speaker, 
th1at may be true and it is also1 true 
that 1the Opp-0sition w·ere .asked if·or 
their support of the proip.o.sition by the 
Reid interests so tlhat the H·O·US·e might 
be united wihen the m,atter c.ame be
fore it. 

Tt was move·d an1d seconde1d that 
wihen the H.ouse 1rises it adjourn un1til 
~ .. ednesday .afternoon., tJhe 25th intStant, 
at three of th1e clock. 

The House then adjourn·ed .accord
ing·ly. 

' 

WEDNESDAY, Ma1~c11 25, 1931. 

The House me·t at three of the clock 
in the afternoon, pursl1ant to adjourn
ment. 

llIR. BINDON.-Mr. Speaker, I ask 
leave to present a petition from the 
inhaJbitants of St. Jos·ep·h's and New
bridge, Salmonier, aslcing that a pre
caution board which was placed there 
by the Game1 & Inland Fisheri·es 
Board and which prohibits salmon nets 
lbeing set inside· it, be put back to 
where it was formerly. I understand, 
Sir, that this notic·e was originally 
pl.a·ced t"\vo miles 1fr1om S·almonie·r 
River, but in recent y·ears was shifted 
five or six miles, thereby cr·e·ating a . 
great hardship on worn-out fishermen 
to have to go such a long distance to 
catch a few salmon. I give the peti
tion my hearty support and in doing 
so I believe that the· alteration would 
not in the least be a hindrance or 
.dete·r·ment to salmon g·oing ·up Sal-

- . . mon1er River. As the time is now ap-
proaching w;hen notices will b·e sent 
out regarding this fishery, I trust that 
tl1e earliest possible consideration will 
be given the prayer of this petition. 

MR. TOBIN.-Mr. Speaker, I ask 
leave· to pres.ent a petition from the 
residents of Pouch Cove, and in doing 
so would lilce to thank the Rt. Hon. 
the Prime Minister, to "\vhose office. it 
was sent, for passing it on to me. 
This petition is signed by every fish
·erman in the se1ttlement of Pouch 
Cove, whic,h has a population of 1500 

and of which from 250 to 30Q prose
cute the fishery each ye·ar. The peti
tioners ask that a .breakwater be built 
there in order to enable th.em to carrv 

L 

on their avocation, as Po11ch Cove is 
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the most expose·d settlement in th·e dis
trict of St. John's East (E:::(tern) a11d 
in the .Spring and Fall seasons it is 
al1nost impossible for th.em to prose
cute the fi.shery without ,sustaining 
severe damag·e to property. Very 
often fisl1e·rmen have had their stages 
demolished by h1eavy seas, and to ac
cenituate the .gre1a1t ·h.ardisl1~rp infii1cit·e·d 
upon th·ese· fis1her1nen, it ·is very diffi
cult to get timber in tl1at section of 
the· district to replace the damage 
done. Only last year some of tl1e·se 
fishermen had to send to St. J ol1n's 
to pro.cure lumber to r·eplace the stages 
that had :been . sea-swept. In giving 
the petition my hearty and unquali
fie·d support, and whilst asking that it 
be given the earne.st an(! sympathetic 
cons.ideration of the Gov·ernme·nt, I 
"\Vould ask the Cle·rk of the Hot1se to 
r·t;ad the ·petition, so that honorable 
me·mbers can see there is nothing un
reasonable asked for by the peti
titioneris. 

RT. IION. THE PRilllE MINIST·ER 
-Mr. ·Speaker, I a,m very m1ucl1 O'b,lig
e1d to the Ho,n. m1em1b·er for S1t. J ·ohn's 
E:ast (Exte'rn) Mr. Tobin, f.01r h,aving 
do,n·e m,e the 'courtesy .o·f .prese.nit.ing 
th1e petition which 'vas forwar·ded to 

. i11:e fro·m his C'On·stituen,c3r. 

I am satisfied that a bre1a1kwater at 
Poucl1 1Co1v·e would be a grerut a1sset to 
the to,w11, a,nd., if possiible of 1con'stru_c
tio,n fo'r a reas,on .. ruble cost, wo·uld be 
a.n af1set to the col1ntry ,as a whole, 
b1e1ca11se o,f · 1tli-e incr·eased earning and 
revent1e pro·dt11cing po.wer 01f the peo
ple of thia.t n1eighJb101l1rI1:001d_. There a,re 
few 1m·o:re i1ndep1enden.t and prosperous 
town's in N·ewfo11ndiand tha,n the t ,o,wn 
o'f Po1t1c.h Cove. 

Durin.g th·e perio1d ·Of grave distreiss 
which s1wept ·01ver the 'vorld f.n genieral, 
a.n1d thi1s co'l1ntry in ,particular, as an 
a1fter1m1a1th o•f '~Tar, t11e to,vn1 of Pot1ch 
C·ove was 1on·e o-f the c.a·mparatively 

fe\V pla·ce.s fro·m whic.h th·ere was no 
clam.or for a1ssi'stance. D·urin'g the pa.st 
year, i1n. spite of the dT01p in the price 
of 1co1dfish, \vhic1h is the staip .. le indu·stry 
o·f the town, tl1e reserve wealth .and 
indepen·den1ce ·of the plac,e mieant th.at 
tl1ere was no nece1ssity for· public as
siistan·ce in the nature ·O.f do1le or .able
bodied r 1eliect: -v101rks. A c·o.mmun•.ity 01f 
thrut sort is de·serving of ev·ery en
C·ou·r1a:gem1ent, and the constructio·n 01f 

the brea;kwa1ter would give that en
coura1gem1ent in .a ve·ry p·r1actical for1m. 

The .petiti1on its:e1'f ,points out th.at 
an .aver·age fishing value of $90,000 
was r·e1du·C'ed las1t year beca,use · of 
shoirtage o'f 1catch and .depreci1a tion in 
pric1e·, pa.rticularly th·e latte'r, ito $46,-
000.. In spite of ·that, ·there was n·o 
distr·e1ss. 

I feel this petition to, be o.f su.fficien t 
im.por:tance to justi1~'y ~n·e in ·a·sking t11e 
Spe,aker to p·erm1t tl1·e p1e1ti,tion to 1be · 
considered and read and recorded in 
the I-Iansard. 

Durin1g my previou·s term o:f office,. 
wh·en repres1enta.tive f.or the con
stitiuency ·oif S1t. J ·ohn·'s West, I made 
sever:al visits to Pot1ch Co;ve for the 
purpose O'f examining into it.his is'ame 
problem .. I then inade 1arr·angemen1ts 
wh·ere:b.y there were certain i1miprove-
1ments in connecti'on witl1 th,e danger
ous g11l1ch "'T·hi1ch was the o:nly ·protec-
ti-o·n whi·ch the b·o,ats had, .and suc
ceede,d in1 having .an arrang·eme11t 
made vvitih the Dep.artm·enlt 01f lVIarine 
an·d Fisheri·es for ·a·n ·fm,pr·ove1nenit in 
co·nnection with the Iaunch:,vay .an1d 
hofsiting ·a.pp.Iiances. T'his was a very 
substantial prote·ction to· pr.o·perty and· 
h ·elp1e·d i1n fis·hery o.pe1r,aition1s. 

I arranged .at that tim1e ·for a vi1sit 
to the pla.ce by tihe Govern1m1ent 
En.gin·e·er, who looked over the spot 
'v-ith a view to1 pre1iimin1a.ry siurvey. A 
re·part as to· the probaible C·o1st was· 
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tl t it was fel1t im,possible to such 1a . . . 
d t Ire the wo,rlr. That ,v,a.s in the 

t1n er a . 
. f very lligh pri'ces of m .ate'r1al. t1a.11e o . · 

that the pric1e o,f ·m1ater1al has No'v , 
fallen very ·cons:Uderalbly, and 'par-

. 1 .. 1y in vie\V of the ifa·ct that the 
tJcCll a .I 

le orf 1Jl1e pla·ce the·miselves ·offer 
JJeop . . 
to subscriJbe not less than one-third 
and proba)bly .0 ,n1e-'l1·a.lf 0 1f the lab·our 
free, the c·onstrucition of a bre!akw.ater 
maY be a proposition 1ciapa·b1le of con
sideration from .a fin1ancial s1tandp·oint. 
Certainly I ·C·an.not sp1eak with any de
fiiiiteness, as I ·h,ruve no ;detailed know-

'Jedge. 

\Vl1,en thi1s petition was presented to 
n1e s·O·ln'e days 1a1go ·b·y the Rev. Mr. 
lVIea.den and tl1e Rev. Mr. Win·s·o1r, who 
aJso called up.on the Colonial Secret
ary, the Hon. Dr. Ba·rn·e1s, as a form1al 
ap.p1roa1ch to the G·overnment in. con
ne1ction thierewith, I re·q11e·sted the 
Q.0.vernment Engi11eer to t 1ake so1me 
ear'ly op.po.rtunity o;f - visiti11.g P ·ouc'h 
Co1ve f.01r 1conlferen1c·e with Mr. Alex C. 
Q1ro1uchy, and Mr. W. 1B. E ·a.sterbrook, 
the Chair·m.an 1and Secretary resp:e·c
tivel3r of the Citizen1s Com·mittee ap
pointed by the r 1esi'dents ·Of the place 
for the ·consideration of the break
w,ruter p1roblem. Mr. Hall -v-.ri11 ma.ke a 
tentative survey, so that soh1'e .gene.ral 
idea ·m 1a,y be 1se·cured as to! wh·at can 
;be doine und.er rthe c.ircumstances ,and 
what ,v·ould be the cost ·01f the con
stru·ction· .of a breakwater which would 
be of a perimanent- 1characte·r an1d of 
pr,actic.al value to th·e tow,n. 

• 
I mu1st fr,an(kly adm.it that I 1fear 

th1alt th·e coist will ibe greater than. it 
\vo11ld b 1e possible . ifo·r .funds to be 
secured so fa.r as this year is c(}ncerrn
ed. T11e Harbour is 01pen to~ the 
Atlantic; an en·oirimous .sea rolls in, 
and ·\\rthile I underistan·d. .fro·m M'r. 
Hall's con1versaitio·n with me in' con
ne,ction: with the matter some y.e1ars 

I 

ag·o, there is ·a solid rock ledge which 

n1igl1 t f or1n the basis of a brea:k,varteT, 
yet tl1e structure thereon would h,~,-e 

to ·be as so1~d as the ro·ck i1tsel1f to 
withstancl the im1pa1ct of th·e 'va·ve.s in 
storn1y we·atil1er a11d und·er tidal con-

, . 
ditions. T~hi1s is a matte1r \Vhich I 

s·h.ould be glad to have looke1d into 
fro1m the standlpoint of practical b11s-. 
iness, but c.an venture no 01pinlo:11 
'vhatever lin!til ·a1fter the co:m.ple,tio1n 0 1f 
such prelin1ina.ry su:rvey as m.ay be 

l1ecessa.ry to· give some g·eneral indic.a
tion as to· the ultim,ate ·cost. 

HON. LEADER OF THE OPPOSI
TION.~Mr. Speaker, I have! very mucl1 
pleasure· in supporting the prayer of 
tl1e petition just ·presented by tl1e 
honorable m·embe,r for St. John's. East 
(Extern). Looking at the matter 
purely from a business point of view, 
I think it would be a good inv,estment 
for the Government to have. a break
water built at Pouch Cove. T·he cost 
"'-ould not 'be·ar h·eavily on the re
sources of the Government, and by 
giving the people of Pouch Cove ten 
\Veel{S longer fishing each year than 
they have up to the present, would 
mean an increased catch of six thou
sand quintals. per year, an.d this in
creased 1earning power ·would natur
ally ·me·an an incre·ased revenu,e for the 
Government. For that reason I look 
upon t ;he outlay in this connection 
more as an invest1nent than an ex
p-.en1diture, and it would 1be· so·und 
policy on the part of the Gov1ernment 
to give the prayer of this petition 
their very earliest and ·earnest con.
sideration. 

MR. PUDDlE,STER.-Mr . . Sp1eaker 
Having been asked by several gentle
men of Pouch 1Cove to s·upport the 
·prayer of this petftio,n,, I h 1a.ve very 
much pleasure in doing so. One does 
not want to 11ave much vision to know 
the d·angers that have. to be c:ontende1d 
"vith ~by the· fis1hermen of Pouch Cove, 
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'vl1ich is so much ex·posed to the 
storms of the Atlantic Ocean, and 
tl1ose of us who have, visited Pot1cl1 
Co\Te lrnow the difficulties, adversities 
and hardships that have to be en
countered by those fishermen after 
they do get from the groun·ds to handle 
their fish. It has been truly s·aid that 
the people of Pouch Cove always make 
exrellent fish. I have be·en often sur
prised that this is so, because· the 
fi.sh·e·rmen· ha.ve to m1ake so ma·nv ... 

heaves of the· fish before it r·eaches 
the stages. In supporting t1he praye·r 
of this petition, I do so ·because I be
lieve that this 1breakwater is absolu
tely nec·essary, and I would support 
a.nything that would be of bene.fit to 
the fishermen of this country at t1he 
pre:sent tim·e when the price of fish 
is so low. 

Now, Sir, there are· two or thre·e 
places in my district some·what simil
r_rly situated as Pouch Cove· and 1badly 
in need of a breakwater; p'articularly 
is that the case- at Lower I.sland Cove 
'~rh·cre the, con·ditions are as bad for 
the· handling of fish as at Pouch Cove 
::tnd 'v1here there is dire need for a 
·breakwater, owing to the place :b·eing 
so open to the sea. 

The people of Lower Island Cove 
• 

have been looking for a breakwater 
for many years past, but without s11c

cess, aniJ I do trust that the Govern
rn.ent 'vill give that serious considera
tion to tl1is· request .for a breakwater 
::1t Lower Island Cov·e as they will give 
to the praye·r of the petitioners of 
Pot1ch Cove. 

I~ONo ·MINISTER OF FINANCE 
AND CTTSTOMS tabled Report of the 
Board of Liq·uor 1C·ont1rol. 

RT. HON. THE PR.DIE MINISTER 
t~rbled Report of Governme·nt Direc
tors of the International Power & 

• 

Pape~ Company, of Newfoundland, Ltd. 

Repo1·t of the Gove1·nment Di1~ectors 

of the International Po1\re1· & Pa}ler 
Company of N e"l\rf oundland, Limited: 

March 21st, 1.931. 
Rt. Hon. Sir R. A. Squires, 

Prime Minister, 
·City. 

Dear Sir: 

During the · year ending December 
31st, 1930, there were· held ten meet
ings of Directors, or four more than 
l1eld for the previ.ous year. As these 
Dir·e.ctors' Meetings are all held at 
' 

New York, it is im·possi"ble for your 
Government representatives on the 
Board to ·be present at each one. 

The representative of th·e British 
Treasury whose interest in the In-, 
t·ernational Power and Pap·er Company 
is sim·ilar to that of the Newfoundland 
Government, attends one meeting in 
each year, and Mr. E. J. Godden, Ne·w
foundland Government Director, ar
ranges his annual .business visit to the 
Un'ited States .so as to ·be present at 
the same time· as the repre·sentative 
of the British Treasury at this parti- . 
cular meeting, which is considered the 
most important of the year. A con
dens·ed report of all other Directors' 
me·etings is on hand. 

Here·with is su'bmitted copy of the 
Company's report of assets and liabil
ities as at Decem1ber 31st, 1929, which 
is in accordance with the Guarantee 
Agreem·ent of June 1923, made betw·een 
the N evvfoundland Power & Pctper 
Company and the Newnoundland Gov
ernment, as amended by a sulbsequent 
Agre·eme·nt with the International 
Power & Pa·per Company of New
foundland, Limited, and which shows 
thiat the Net Liq11id Assets of the 
Company greatly exceed $500,000.00 
as provisionally agreed. · The report 
for the ye·ar 1930 will be available 
shortly. 
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:All i1nsura-ble property sp,ecifically 
mortgaged by the "A & B" Trust 
Deeds respectively is fully insured 

aga.inst loss by fire. 

TI1e poli·CY of tl1e1 Company is pro
gressive, and tihe attached letter sign
ed by tl1e principal Directors is v,ery 
ii1formative, particularly as regards 

fut11re extension. 

The employment situation is at all 
tin1es a difficult one. There were 
eigl1ty-three less on the payroll at the 
close of 1930 than at the close of 1929. 
Since assuming office, your Directors 
have stressed on all occasions the de
sirability of em·ploying local men 
,vherever possible, with the result that 
,vhereas· aibout two hundred outsiders 
,vere on the payroll, the- number is now 
brought down to ninety-nine. 

Yours truly, 

(Sgd) EDWIN J. GODDEN, 
J. H. SCAMMELL. 

Ridell, 1Stead, ,Graham & Huitclhison, 

·Chartere·d Accountants, 

460 .st. Francois Xavier ·st., 

·Montreal, 

28th March, 1930. 

In accordance with the provisions 
of tl1e Guarantee Agreement, dated 
9th June, 1923, and made between the 
Newfoundland Po·wer & Paper ·Coln
pany, Limite·d, Sir W. C. Armstrong 
'Vhitwo1rth & Com·p.any, Limited, and 
the Agree.ment with the· International 
Pow·er & Paper Company of New
foundland, Limited, we certiify that the 
Liquid Assets and Current Trade Li
abilities of th·e International Power & 
Paper Company of Ne·wfoundland 
Limited, and Subsidiary Company, ac
cording to the Books ;of the two Com
panies as at 31st Decemlb·er, 1929, were 
as follows: 

Cun·ent Assets 
Newsprint in Warehouse $2,522,943.36 
I2 ulp\voo-d and Felled Tim-

ber, including advances. 
to Contractors ................ 2,004,009.12 

General Stores and Sup-
plies .................................... 1,485,545.15 

Acccunts Re·ceivable, less 
Reserves ............................ 1,641,314.54 

Cash on Hand and in 
Bank . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 116,376.07 

$7 '770,188.25 

Curre1nt Liabilities 
Sundry Creditors, Ac-
crued Wag·es, Int., etc. 1,424, 77 4.81 

Notes a11d Accounts Pay-
a;ble to International 
Paper Company and Al-
lied Companies ................ 2,982,086.37 

$4,406,861.1.8 

Net Liquid Assets ............ $3,363,327.07 

Having examined the Books, Ac
counts and Documents· of the Inter
n.ational Power and Paper Company 
of Newfoundland, Lim'ited, and Sub
sidiary Company, and having r ·ece1ved 
all the information and ex·planations 
required by us, we further certify that 
the Net Liquid Assets as at Decem·ber 
31st, 1929, w·ere 'in excess of $500,000.00. 

(Sgd) RIDE1LL, ST,ElAD, GRAHAl\i 

& HUTCHISON. 

Novembe·r 13, 1929. 

T.o th·e Boar·d of Directors, 
I. P. & P. Co. of Nfld., Ltd. 

New Yorlr C'ity. 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the request of 
the Bo·ard, we have the following re
commendation to make as to the 
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Company's policy in the· purchase of vide sufficient wood for many years to 
tin1'berlands. come, additional timberlands should 

• 

The purchase of timberlands is a 
capital investment, the. annual charges 
up•on \Vhich the mill must carry and 
which constitute· a yearly redt1ction 
from l)rofits. It should, tl1erefore, be 
the policy of the Company to own only 
such amount of timberlands as is ne
cessar}r to insure a sustained yield to 
support th·e· needs of the Company . 

The present holdings .. should give a 
sustained yield sufficie·nt to supply the 
Corner Bro1ok Mill at it·s present size. 
Tl1e Company, therefore, would not 
be warra,nted in purchasing furtl1er 
lands for th·e Corner Brook Mill at its 
present size, unless some· small amount 

· of timber was offered at a sufficiently 
low price to make the· carrying charge 
small, or unless the 1Company had the 
opportt1nity to acquire at low cost 
some block favourably situated to the 
Mill or n·ec·ess.ary to con·s·oiltd·ate t'he 
present holdings. Such purchases 
sl1ould be minor and would be desir
able as a protection against possible 
loss from fire, insects or blowdown. 

The C·ompany should complete· the 
construction of two more paper ma
chin·e.s as soon as practicable. The 
addition of two more machines, add
in1g 50% to th·e .pro;duction ·O•f the mill, 
will increase the ·Company's· pr.oft.ts, 
particularly through reduction of fixed 
charges, inasmuch as many of t·he 
facilities for additional ma·chin·es are 
already installed, particularly po"\.ver. 
Also, the possibility .should not be lost 
sight of that in th·e not too dista11t 
future it may be advisable to bring tl1e 
Mill up even to an 8-1machine basi1s. 

Eventually, therefore, the Company 
must add to its timber holdings by 
about 50 % (with the possibility that 
~t migl1t be advisable to add 100 % ) and 
v.rhile the present holdings would pro-

be acquired when they can be pur
chased on reasonable terms, up to the 
an1ount ne·c·essary to provide for the 
Company's needs including the exten
sion on a sustained yield basis. Such 
acquisitions sh.ould be made gradual
ly and only after the consideration of 
the ·effect of the carrying charges on 
tlie ·earn.ings dt1ring the period be
tween acquisition of the lands and 
operation of the new machines. 

(Sgd.) N. C. HEAD 

JOHN F. ROLLINS 

E. A. C·HARLTON 

JOHN H. HIRMAN 

IION. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
tabled Report of Operations of New
foundland Railway for the year end
ing June 30th, 1930. 

RT. HON. T1IIIE1 PRIME MINISTER 
--.Mr. Speaker, I would like to draw 
the attention o~ the House to the fol
lo,ving telegram I have· just received 
fr.om the North Sydney Board of 
T·rade. · 

No·rth Sydney, N. S., 
March 25th. 

Sir Richard Squires, 
Prime Minister of Nfld., 

St. John's, Nfld. 

Tl1is Board, on be'·half of the resi
dents of North Sydn·ey, begs to express 
its sympathy to the· people of New
foundland in their re·C·e·nt bereavement 
over the unfortunate sealing disaster 
and also wish to express its appr·ecia
tion of the· inforn1ation ,broadcast by 
your Minister of Marine "\.Vhich was of 
especial interest to friends and rela
tives of your people residing in North 
Sydney. 

N. SYDNEY BOARD OF TRADE. 
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I desire to express the appreciation 
of the Government and Opposition and 
I ,vill take the earliest opportunity of 
sending a suitable reply. . 

RT. HON. THE PRlllIE MINISTER 
presented the following cable from 
Mr. David Cheever, of Boston, Mass: 

Boston, Mass, 
March 25th, 1931. 

Sir Richard Squir·es, 
St. John's. 

Am placing Royal Banlc of Canada, 
St. J ol1n's, One Thousand Dollars from 
Mrs. Sargent and other members 
fa.mily to be expended at your dis
cretion for relief Viking · disaster. 

DAVID CHEEVER, 
1.93 Marlboro St. Boston. 

Mr. Em·e·rson gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Byrne gave notice of question. 

Mr. Tobin gave notice· of question. 

Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
• 

Mr. Alder·dice gave notice of ques-
ti on. 

• 

Mr. Winter gave notice. of qu·estion. 

l\ir. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
In relation to my question N·o. 25, to 
a.sk the Hon. the Prime Minister to 
lay on the· ta1ble of the House all cor
respondence relative to sum of Fifteen 
Million Dollars referre·d to in his 
speech made on March 11th, the Prime 

Minister in his reply, stated that he 

lLad applied to Mr. C. O'N. Conroy for 

permission to lay on the table of the 

I-louse his letter and memorandum. 

RT. HON. TH'EI PRIME llIINISTER. 
-That is correct. I asked Mr. ·Conroy, 
an·d hi1s let1ter an1d me111orandu.m will 
:be taible·d to1norro1w. 

HOX. l\IINISTER OF FINANCE AND 
(~USTOlfIS.__.Mr. Speaker, before re
l)lying to any further questions asked 
by me,mbers of the Opposition, I would 
like to refer to the· manner in whicl1 
the answer.s to the· questions are pub
lished in the papers of the Opposition. 
I refer particularly to a question ask
ed by Mr. Puddester in connection 
".,.ith increases and new appointments 
in the Departmen·t of which I happen 
to be in charge. 

The questio11 was properly answer-
2d ·by me, but not properly publish·ed 
in the Daily News, and the publication 
as it appeared would conve·y to those 
reading it that all the na1nes listed 
\Vere· new appointments. 

In the question answered, the 
nan1es of the gentleme·n who received 
those appointments were giv.en, but 
the names of the men whom they suc
ceeeded were· left out, deliberately; 
and, Mr. Speaker, before I answe·r any 
more questions, I want the answer 
to this question published properly . 

l\IR. PUDDESTER.-That will be 
, 
ctone. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE.
But, Mr. Speaker, I want to see the 
members opposite· mean what they 1say. 
Mr. Puddester is ,by accident a mem
ber of th·e firm that publishes this 
paper. He asked this question and 
the answer was not put in the· paper 
as it was answered, and in justice to 
tho Departn1ent and myself I am not 
going to answer any more qu.estions 
t1ntil this is done, as I think that it . 
was deliberately misrepreisented by the 
editor of that paper. 

• 
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HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.-- swere·d, the business of the House 
Mr .. Sp·eaker, that is .a.n a·bs1urd posi
t ion to take. This House is not re
sponsible for the Daily News or the 
Eve·ning Telegram. I think the Hon. 
member should supply th·e answers to 
<:tny questions asked. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE.
In reply to the honorable mem:ber, I 
would say that I don't want these an
svvers misre·presented; I won't stand 
for it. One of the· memb·ers of the Op
position js a member of the staff of 
this pape·r. This information was giv
en to this paper by the· membe·r of the 
Opposition, and not I am sure by th·e 
Clerk of the House. I contend that if 
I giv·e information and it is published, 
it should be· pu·blished as it is gdven. 

llIR. PUDDrEISTERa-I gave the ques
tion to the paper an1d I will explain 
how it happ·ened that thes·e names 
were le·ft out. Everything was upset 
'l:rith tlhe news o·f the tragedy ·and the 
night boss came into me and asked 
ho'v he was going to set it and I told 
him to .leave out the name·s and the 
dates and set it double· col11mn. I will . 
und·ertake to have it pu'blished pro-
P~·rly, and I assure the honorable 
mem1ber that this was how it happen
ed that it was cut out. I will have· it 
pub 1 isheld, and I think he will acc·ept 
my word that this was what happened. 

MR. EMERSON.-! take it that it 
is the privile.ge ·Of the miembers to ask 
for any information they desire· and 
the Minis.ter has to give iit. no. m:atter if 
it is misre1nresented. The questions are 
for the information of the whole 
House, as muc·h for the information of 
the· members of the Government as for 
tbe me.m:bers of th·e Opposition, and 
the Minister has no right to lay down 
tha,t rule. He has no power to do so. 
The, business of this H·ouse must go 
on: that is why we ask th·ese questions 
and if these questions are not an-

must stop. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-The Minister's 1answer is v·ery cle·ar. 
He will table th·e answe·rs tomorrow. 

lIR. EMER.SON .-Oh no, he didn't. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-Mr. Puddester explained how the in.:. 
accuracy occurre1d, and when it is re·c
tified the Minister will table the re
mainder of the questions tomorrow. 

MR. EMER.SON.-I don't care if it 
isn't; the questions have got to be 
a.ns"\vere·d. 

MR. PUDDEST·EtR.-Doe.s the M1in
ister accept this explan1ation? 

HON. T'HE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
- Yes, when the question is properly 
put in the· paper, as you took occasion 
to put it in wr·ongly. No one is goin.g 
to compel me to answe·r questions if 
th·e'Y ar•e n·ot ,publi1shed :by the 01ppo1si
tion press as 1tabled by m·e in th~·s 

Hoiuse. 

MR. B.ROWN.-Mr. Speaker, in ref
er·ence to que.stion No. 56, I would like 
to say for information of the honorable 
member that the Minister is not in the 
House this afternoon, but it will be 
attended to to-morrow. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE.~ 
Mr. Speaker, with re.ference to ques
tion N·o. 63, that question is a very 
difficult one to answer. I told tl1e 
H·oin'. memibe.r I would not 1b·e a'ble to 
get the an.swer for many months, but 
I w:ill get what I can and let him 
have· it as 1soon as possible. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. 
-- -Mr. Speaker, some, w·eeks ago I ask
ed the Auditor General to audit the 
G·er.man Re.parations Account. This 
has been d·one by hi·,m., or· if not actu
ally complet·ed, it i.s in course of pre
paration~ 
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Unless Mr. Quinton., who is h~mself, 
., Great War Veteran, considers it 
LI, 

,vould .be in the public interest, I 
,vould not table the names of the sol
diers and sailors who have re0eived 
payments from this fund, togeth·er 
,vith the amount receive·d, in the same 
,vay as we do not table the names of 
soldier1s and sailors who are· receiv
iiig pensions or other gratu•ities, to
gether with the amounts re·ceiv·ed. If 
the honorable member personally, or 
on behal.f of the Gr·eat War Vet·erans' 
Association, or if the President or 
other Officers of the As.sociation, de
sires to see the names, or expresses 
a wish that the names be published, 
I am entirely agree1a.ble, and would 
be glad to lay upon the table of the 
I-louse the full particulars. 

My recollection is that in June of 
last year, when this Legislature was 
in session, details of account were 
tabled up to that date. I shall have 
that answer looked 11p, recopied for 
the re.newed information of my hon·or
able friend, and have it brought up to 
date, the matter of the publishing of 
the name's of the· soldiers and sailors 
·\vho have r·e·ce.ived amounts standing 
over for further consideration. 

Pursuant to Order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a ·Co1mmittee 0 1f 

the Whole to consider the Bill ·en-, 
titled "An Act to Amend the Act 20 
George V., Chapter 3, entitled 'An Act 
Authorizing the Governor in Council 
to Enter into ·a Contract with the 
Amer,ican Telephone ancl Telegraph 
Company.' " 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took th·e C·hair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to the·m r·eferre1d and had pass
ed tl1e said Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was rec·eived 
and adopted an·d it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time on 
tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the· Prim·e Minister the House 
resolve1d itself into a ~Committee of the 
Whole to con:sider the Bill e·ntitled 
"An Act to Amend the Summary Juris
d.iction Act, 1930.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. s .mith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the· Chair. 

The· ·Chairman from the Committee 
r·eported t.hat they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had 
passed the same Bill without amend
ment. 

On motion this report was r·eceived 
and adopte·d and it was ordered that 
th·e sai1d bill be read a third time on 
tomorrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prim·e Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend tll.e Act 20 George V., 
Cap. 9, entitled 'An Act to Provide· for 
the Cr·e·ation of a Public Util·ities Com-
1ni'Ssion and for the· Investigation 0f 
Prices and Rates c ·harged to the 
Public,' " was introduced and read a 
first time, and it was ordered that the 
said B'ill be read a second time on to
morrow. 

Pursuant to notice, and leave g 1rant
ed, and on mot.ion of Rt. Hon.. the 

' 

Prime· Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act Relating to Exter11al Affairs" was 
introduced and read a first time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
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read a second tim·e on tomorrow. 
Pursuant to O·rd,er, and on motion of 

Rt. Hon. the Prim·e Minister, t11e 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of th·e Whole to consider the Ad·dress 
to the King. 

Mr. S·pe,aker le·ft ithe C.hair. 

lVIr. Smith took the 1Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Sp·eaker resumed the Chair. 

RT. HON. T'HE PRIME MINISTER. 
___,Mr. Chairman, I move that this 
Committe,e rise and report its request 
that it meet a joint ·Committee from 
this House and the Legislative Coun
c'il ,in this Chambe,r at a time to be 
d·e·cided upon later. 

I think the proper procedure is for 
a r ·equest of this kind to come from 
this House through that channel. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reporte·d that they had consid·ered the 
matter to them r.eferre.d and reported 
that it \vas tJhe desire 0 1f tb.e ·Com·mittee 
that a Me,ssage· be S1ent to the Le,gis·
lative, Council requesting a conference 
of th·e Committee of the Whole of t ~a. ":. 

Chamber with a ·Committee of the 
\Vhole of this Hous1e in. this C·ham,ber; 
the· date of such conference having 
been first agreed up()n ·by the Presi
clent of the· Le.g:islative 1Council and 
tl1e Speak·er of this Ho11se. 

On inotion this report was received 
and aclopted, and it was so oirdered. 

The remai11ing or,ders of the day 
\Vere deferred. 

It was mo·ved and secon·ded tha•t 
w·h·en the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow aftern1oon at three of the 
clock. 

' 

THURSDAY, Marcl1 26th,, 1931. 

The Ho.use mret at three 1of t!he clock 
in the afternoo,n pursuan1t to, adj.ourn
m,en t. 

Mr. Speaker read the following 
corresponden·ce from His Ex,cellen,cy 
the Governor: 

The Go.ve:rnor has th·e ho1no to, com
municate to. the Honoura'ble H·o1use 01f 
Assembly the rappo·i1nrtmenrt 01f the 
Co1n1missioners of Inter.nial Economy 
of the Legislruture in ·ac,cordan1ce \Vith 
the P1rovis'io,n1s 01f Se1ction 4, Ca.p. 7, 
Con·solidated Stwtute,s (3rd ·series) as 
set fo,rth in th,e acc·o1m,panyinrg certifie·d 
copy 10·f a ·Mi1n1ute 01f the Ho·nou1r 1alble 
Exe1cur1:Ji1ve Council approved on tl1e 
13th of March, 1931. 

Government Hoiuse, 
St. John's, Newfoun1dland, 

13th March, 1931. 

Certified Copy of Minutes of The Ho11-
ou1·able Executive Council Approved 
By His Excellency tl1e Gove1·nor ·on 
The 13th of March, 1931. 

Miar1ch 12th, 1931. 

Un1der the provisions O·f Section 4 
of Cap. 7, Consolidated St·atutes, "Of 
the 1111.tern!al Econo:m.y o:f the Legis
liature," it wa.s order·ed · t1hat the follo1w
rn1g person,s be the co,mmi1ssion Oif 

Inter1nal E 1con1omy o·f the Legislature, 
namely: 

Hon1• P ,resident, Legislative Co.un•cil,. 
1Hon. Sir Tasker 1C'ook, Kt., 
Hon·. J. V. 0 'Dea, 
Hon. Speaker, House of Assembly, 
Hon. H. l\!. M·o1sdell, K.1C., and . 
H io.n. P. J. Lew.is. 
Certified true 1copy, 

(S:gd.) ARTHUR MEWS, 

De,puty Colo,nial Se1cretary. 

The House then a.djourned accord- MR. llIOORE~Mr. S1pe·aker, I ask 
ingly. leave to present a petition fro,m tiJ.1e 
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'd nts of Carbo,near E1ast, also the res1 e 
motor car o;wners o,f Ca1r1bo·n 1ear, re-
questing the re-constru;ction of a r1o·ad 
known as Captain Fran1k's Lane. The 
road as it n,0w stands is 12 1or 14 
feet vvide and the petition1ers a;re ask
ing that the liand req·u'ire'd on one 
side for widening purposes be pur
chased. This land 1a'mounts to abo1ut 
5800 feet, and if the road was, widen·ed 
it would be 1a great benefit to the re
sidents of Car'b,oneaT and to the peo
ple of Bay de V·er·de and Heart's ,Con
tent as w·ell; bes'ide,s it w1ould ,be the 
n1eain,s of avoiding rrn1a.ny accidents to 
traffic illaving to use Bennett's Hill. 
Last year a truck laden with fish 
ca;psized con1in1g over tJh'is hill caused 
by the br1akes giving. out 'and two, men 
were nearly killed. P:r,eviiou1s to that 
a motor 1cy·cle coll.fded with a motor 
car there wi·th the result thart a young 
m1an who w,as on the cyicle was b·adly 
injured an·d spent thr·ee n101nlths in 
hos1pital. 

' 

I have already s·pok.e,n to the Gov
ernrrnent En1g'in.eer on the matter. He 
sent a Surveyor there to ex,amine the 
pl1aJce and he th,ouglht it was a nieces
sary work to lbe done. In s.u,pporting 
the p·rayer of 1the petitio,n I wo1uld like 
to poi,nt out that very soon so1me p·e·o
ple of 1carbo1ne,a;r who are out of em
ployment will be ·aJpplyi,ng to the Gov
ernment for r ,elie1f ,and I think it 
would be far bette·r fo,r the Q,overn·
ment to giive out wiork on fuis TO·ad 
than to ,give 1out dole. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME ltilNISTER 
-M:r. S1pea.ker, I know the localdty re
ferred to by the Ho1n. membeir for 
Car:bonear very well. Nearly forty 
Years a;go w'hen at sciho·ol-tJhe l1aite Dr. 
Ro1bi'nson wa.s the teache,r at the time 
-I first played miarbles at the corner 
there. The ro,ad for rmotor cairs does 
give a mu,ch e.asier 1grade than the 
stee1p pro1cess of over the hill. 

My information is that the pu1r,c!hase 
oif tJhe lands the~re would mea11 an ex
penditure of $250 or $300 an·d in that 
situati·on I 'ho·pe that with the ·coo,p
eration of the Government En1gineer 
a.nd the Hon. member for B;i,y de 
Verde s,omethinlg will !be ·ao,nie in the 
way of re-co·ndrntio1nii1n1g and re-con
structing the ro·ad complained of. 

lll&. PUDDESTER--Mr. Speaker, 
having to go over Benn·ett's Hill on 
the way to my d'i.st1ri1ct during the 
S111m1mer seiason I am. in a position to 
say th1at if this lane was widened and 
iJm1proved by the Highroads Co.mmis
si1on it w·ould ·01bV1i:ate the necessity of 
1go,i'n1g 01ver the hill as w,ell 1as be the 
mea11s o:f 1averti·ng accidents. I give 
the petition my heart~... su1pp10,rt: 

Mr. Em·erson gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Byrne gave notice of question. 

' Mr. Tobin1 gave notice of question. 

Hr. Be,nnett gave· notic·e of question. 

Mr. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Ald·erdice gav·e, notice of ques
tion. 

M'r. Winter gave notice, of question. 
• 

rrhe Minister of Agriculture and 
l\/Iines gave· notice that on tomorrow he 
woul1d ask leave to introduc1e a Bill 
relativ·e to the Stan·dardization of cer
tain Vegetables. 

RT. HON. THE PRI:MJEI MINISTER 
-Mr. Speake·r, I have much pleasure 
ir1 tabling the letter and memorandum 
of Mr. Chas. O'N. Conroy relating to 
the Gander Valley proposition as ask
ed for by th·e· Hon. Leader of the Op
position and promised him by me at 
last sitting. The lette·r and corres
pondence are as follows: 
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Feb·ruary 12th, 1930. 

Tl1e Honourable 
The Prime Minister, 

St. John's, Newfoundland. 

Dear Sir Richard, 

I e·nclose herewith a written state
ment setting forth the 1present posi
tj on of the proposals for the €Stab
lishment at Indian Bay, B.B., of a 
.1000-ton-a-day newsprint mill which 
were recently the su1bject of discus
sions between Mr. J. P. Powe11 and a 
Committee of Council. 

Attached to the statem·ent is a copy 
(with some minor revisions) of the 
memorandum alr1eady submitted by 
l\/lr. Powell for the consideration of 
Council, showing the am·e·ndments in 
and additions to its charter reque·sted 
by th·e Gande·r Company to enable the 
project to be ca.rried out. 

The stateiment was prepared and the 
me·morandu1m revised jointly by coun
sel for the Hearst organization and 
rr~yself, and the H·earst repr·esentative 
in charge of the Gander negotiations 
informs me that the statement correct
l:y r ·epresents the attitude of his or
g·anization towards the proj.ect. 

Faithfully yours, 
(Sgd) CHAS. O'NEILL CONROY : 

Gen·eral Counsel, 
Gander Valley P. & P. Co., Ltd. 

MEMORANDUM 

Amendments and Additions to exist
ing legislation (1924: Act and 1927 
Act) 1·elating to Gande1· Valley 
Po,ve1· and Paper Company Limited 
1·equested b~ the Company. 

1. Re·peal the 1927 Act, and re-enact 
the provisions. for extension of time 
contained in Section 2 thereof. 

2. A1m·end Clause 1 of the 1.924 
Agreement. 

(a) by ins·erting after the word 
"tributaries" the words "and the 
waterpowers of all streams 
flowing into Bonavista Bay from 
Middle B·rook to Indian Bay 
Brook, both inclusive." 

(b) by substituting for the words 
"drainage· area of the Gand·er 

I 

River" the words "drainage area 
of the said River tributaries 
and streams (h.ereinafter some
times called "the drainage area 
aforesaid.")'' 

3. R€peal Clause 2 of the· 1924 
Agr.eement and substitute the follow-
• Ing:-

"The Government here·by under
take1s to grant to the· ·Comp·any for 
the purpose of quarrying and ship
ping lilhe·stone a fee simple grant 
of 640 acres of land now belonging 

to and in po·sse·ssio1n oi ·the Crown 
and not now under lease or licens·e 

situated on or n·e·ar Cobb's Arm, or 
elsewhere in th·e vicinity of the site 
selected ifor its pap·er-mill, if so much 
be available. The Company shall 
have a ·pe·riod of th·re·e ye·ars from 
the date of comm·enceme·nt of actual 
construction work upon its hydro
electrict plant in which to ·mak·e 
selection of such land." 
4. Strike out ·Clause 3 of the 1924 

Agreement and substitute the follow-
• 
ir~g :-

"The Gove·rnment und·ertakes to 
grant to the 1Company at th·e· pric·e of 
30 cents per acre any lands now be
longing to or in posses.ion of the 

1Crown and not unde·r leias·e or license 
and 1being situate either within the 
drainage afor·esaid or within a radius 
of ten miles from (1) the junction 
of Barry's Brook w.ith the Gander 
River or (2) the outlet of Indian 
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Bay First Pond, which lan~s may 
be required by the· Com~any in con-

t .on with its operations. nee 1 

(a) 

(b) 

as incident to flowag·e 
within the drainag·e area 

said ,or 

rights 
afore-

for r .ights of way for telegraphs, 
telephones, power transmission 
lines, cables, pipe lines, rail
ways, tramways or roads, or 

( c) for site·s for towns, canals, re
servoirs, mills, works, factories : 
stor·es or warehous.es., 

and also so much of the seashore or 
foreshore and of the public waters 
and land thereunder situate within 
the radius aforesaid as 1may be1 re
quired by the Company .in connection 
with its operations for wharves, 
docks, quays, piers, warehouses, and 
other buildings, or shipping facil
ities. Provided (A) that th·e quan
tity of land so grante·d shall not ex
ceed in th·e whole· ten thousand 
acre·s, and (B) that the Government 
s.hall not be under dbligation to 
grant any s.uch lands at any time 
after the 15th day of Sept.ember, 
1940." 

5. Amend Clause 4 of the· 1924 Agree
ment 

(a) ·by substituting for the words 
drainage area of the Gander 
Rive·r" the words "drainage as 
aforesaid." 

(b) by inserting after the words 
"from the junction of Barry's 
Brook with the Gander River" 
the words "or from the outlet of 
Indian Bay First Pond." 

6. Amend ·Clause 7 of the 1924 
1\greement 

(a) by s.ubstituting after the words 
"Gander Bay" the words "and/ 
or Indian Bay.'' 

(b) by substituting for the words 
'drainag·e area of the Gander 
River" the words "drainage area 
afore·said." 

( c) by inserting after the words 
"from the junction of Barry's 
Brook with the G.ander River" 
th·e words and/ or from the 
outlet of Indian Bay First 
Pond." 

7. Amend Clause 13 of the 1924 
Agre·ement by striking out the words 
"specification contained in the Rail
way Contrwct of 1893" and sub.stituting 
tl1·e words "type and quality of con
stru,ction of the portion of the Rail
way replaced," and by adding at the 
end of the clause the words "The di
version sh.all be completed and con
necte·d within the Main line befor·e· the 
t1se o.f the main line is interfered 
V\-"ith ." 

(This is from Claus.e 12 of the 
Agre·ement of 1927.) 

8. Strike· out Clause 15 of the 1924 
Agreement and su'bstitute the follow-
• ing:-

"15. Upon the erection ·and com
pletion by th·e Company at Gander 
Bay or Indian Bay of a paper-mill 
of a capacity of not less than 500 
tons of newsprint per working day, 
and its operation for a pe·riod of six 
inonths ,the· following provisions 
shall apply in respect of all Crown 
timber licenses now held by the 
·Company and all Crown timber li
censes in N·ewfoundland (but not in 
Labrador) now issued to third par
ties and h·~·reafter acquired by the 
Company and all Crown timber li
cens.es in Newfoundland (but not in 
Labrador) which shall 'be issued 
under 1Chapter 129 of the Consoli
dated Statutes (Third Series) to the 
Company, or to third partie·s and 
hereafter acquir·ed by the Compa11y 
namely: 

' 
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(1) The ninety-nine term of such 
licens.es shall be deemed to com
menc·e on the date· of the pass
ing of the requisite legislation 
aff ectJing this amendment, ex
cept that in the case· of licens.es 
issued the·reafter such term shall 
commenc·e· from the date of is-

• 

sue • 

' 
(2) The· provisions of Sections 12 

and 15 of Chapte·r 129 of the 
Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) shall not apply to such 
licenses, (and s.o ·on as in ·Clause 
1, sub-clause (c) of th·e· 1927 
Agre·ement mutati-s mutandis). 

9. Add a new clau1se to the 1924 
Agreement (to take· the plac.e of 
Clau se 6 of the 1.927 Agreement) pro
viding for 

(a) The constru.ction 1by the ·Com
pany for the Government at the 
rate of $22,500.00 per mile (in
cluding permanent sidings) of 
a Branch of the Newfoundland 
Rail way from G l·en1wood to Gan
der B.ay or from Benton to In
dian Bay, (according to the site 
finally selected for the· Com
pany's paper-mill), the Govern
ment supplying rails and fasten
ings and providing the r1igh:t-of
way except where same· paiss.es 
through the Company's lands: 
in which case the Company will 
provide it . 

(b) Th·e renting by the Railway 
·Commission to the Company of 
locomotives, cars and other rail
way equipment for use by the 
Company in the constructi·on of 
said Branch and of its own 
works, at rateis to be agr.eed 
upon between the Commission 
and the Company. 

( c) Payment for construction of the 
said Bra·nch to fbe im·a1de in ... 

..... \bonds of the Colony .as 
e.ach five-mile S·ection is com
pleted, on the ·same method as 
that in the Branch Lines Con
tract of 1909. 

( d) The Company to have general 
control of the operation of th·e 
Bran·ch during the C·onstruction 
of th·e Company'1s works, and to 
hand it ov·er to the Railway 
1Commission on the completion 
of the first (500 ton) unit of its 
pape·r-mill in a condition at 
least .equal to that of the other 
Branch railways. All details 
(e.g. as to the division of paid 
freight earning·s) to b·e· settled 
betw·een th·e Company and the 
Commissdon. 

(e) The Company to e·nter into an 
agreement to furnish ties and 
bridge and culvert-timber for 
the maintenance of the Branch 
during a period of thirty y.ears 
from the completion of the said 
Branch at mark.et prices. 

(See Section 4 of the 1927 Act.) 
(if) Power to be given to the Rail

way Commission to make trans
portation agreements with the 
Com1pany, as provided in Clau·se 
8 (b) 1of the 1927 Agre·ement. 

10. Add a n.ew Clause to the 1924 
Agreem·ent providing that when th·e 
Company's paper-mill is enlarged to 
a d·ersign.ed capacity of 1000 tons. of 
newsprint paper p·er working day the 
Company shall be entitled to acquire 
a supply of timber from Labrador, to 
1be used exclusiv·ely for manufa·cture 
in the said mill,. on the· following 
terms:-

(a) The Company to hav.e the right 
for ten years from the passing 
of the requisite legislation to 
survey and .select a sufficient 
area or areas in Labrador to 
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give an estimated yield of tw·enty 
million cords of pul,pwood. 

(b) Such selection to be made (i) on 
the watersheds of the rivers 
flowing into the sea bet\veen 
Chateau Bay on th·e south and 
Cape Porcupine on the· north, or 
(ii) if the Government is unable 
by reason of the existence of 
vali i tt n cl s11bsisting timber li
censes covering all or any part of 
the ar~a described in (i) here1of, 
to give the Company a valid 
t 1 l l t: to tl1e timber selected then 
upo11 an area bounded and de
scribed as follows, namely: com
men.cing at a point wh·ere the 
62nd meridian of longitude 
crosses the Susan River, thence 
soutl1 to the 1southern watershed 
boundary of th·e Hamilton River, 
thence east along said water
shed boundary to a point wh·ere 
it cros.ses the 59th meridian of 
longitude, thence North along 
said 59th meridian of longitude 
to the shore of Lake Me1ville 
and thence along the shores of 
Lake · Melville and Grand Lake 
and along the River Susan to 
the point of commencement. 

( c) The survey to be· 1made by the 
Company at its own expense, 
and copies of all data acquired 
to be furnished free to the De
partment of Agriculture and 
Min·es. as and when so acquired. 

( d) The Gov·ernment to 1be at liberty 
to send an experienced forestry 
engineer with each o,f the· ·Com
pany's survey parties, for the 
purpose of verifyin.g the surveys 
and the estimates of pulpwood" 
Such engineers to supply their 
own outfits, but the Company to 
feed them and move their out
:fits. 

• 

( e) On completion of its selection 
the ·Company to be entitled to a 
99-year lic·ense of the S·elected 
area, subject to the payment of a 
bonus and a royalty, and to the 
condition a-s to the manufacture 
at the mill in N·ewfoundland. 
The bonus to be $200.00 per 
square mile, payable in five 
equal instalments, without in
tere·st, the first in·stalment being 
payable on the · issue of the li
cense. The royalty per cord of 
pulpwood to be, for the first 
ten years of th·e term fifty cents, 
for the second ten years one dol
lar, and thereafter one dollar 
and fifty cents. 

11. Provide 'by appropriate legisla
tion that if the Company secures the 
u nd·erwriting of not less. than Thirty
five million dollars nor more than 
Porty-five million dollars of an issue 
cf First I\!Iortg,age· six per c1ent thirty
year Bonds for the e.sta.blishment of 
the enterpris.e the Government will 
t1nconditionally guarantee principal 
and intere·st of an issue by the 1Com-

• 

pany of Fifteen million dollars fifteen-
year Deb·entures bearing inter.est at a 
rate of not exceeding six p·er cent per 
annum. The proceeds of sale of such 
d~bentures to be us.ed for construction 
purposes only. A D·elbenture· Reserve 
of Five million dollars to be created 
before any dividends are· ·paid on the 
ordinary sl1are.s of th·e· Company. 

12. The Government to establish a 
credit of not exc.eeding $ for 
the Co,mpany, as an advance against 
the proceeds of the· guaranteed de
b-e·ntures, for the pur1pose of facili
tc-1ting the speedy commencement of 
the works, i11clud.ing the railway, as 
was done ln tl1e case of the· Humber 
works. 

Gande1r Valley Power & J:aper Co.m
pany, Limited, hereinafter referred to 
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as the Gander C1ompany, is a s·ubsidi
ary at present owne1d and controlled 
by Reid. Ne,wfoun·dland Company, Ltd., 
hereinafter referred to as the Reid 
C1ompany. The Reid Company has 
available for the purp·oses of the Gan
c\er Compan.y fee simple and Crown 
tim:ber bearing lands in Newfoundland, 
the1 pulpwood content of which has 
bee·n ascertained 'by Mr. James W. Se
w·all, A.B., consulting forester of Old 
Tiown, Maine, to be not less than 
11,000,000 cords. The· hydro-electric 
development her·einafte·r refe.rred to 
is planned upon extensive surveys 
made by and under the direction of 
IYfr. H. G. A·cres, M. & E.E . ., D.S C of 
Niagara Falls, Ontario. Mr. Acr·e·s re
ports that this developme·nt will p1ro
duce 80,000 continuous electric horse
power. 

Th·e· Gander Company formerly con
te·mplated the erection of a pap2r 
mill at Gander Bay, the, hydro-electric 
power fo1r which would b·e secured by 
damming the Gander River at a point 
below Gle·nwood. The capacity of a 
mill erected at Gande·r Bay and d·eriv
ing its power · fro1n this source w·ould 
be limite1d to a.bout 500 tons per day. 
Late·r research·es have develop·e·d a 
plan under which the mill will be lo
cated at Indian Bay and deriv·e itR 
po'\ver from the damming of the waters 
of Gander La~e and the diversion of 
the overflow ·by way of the· Benton end 
of the lake into a canal ending a short 
c1istance above Indian Bay. By this 
plan tl1e capacity of the paper mill can 
h·e made not less than 1000 tons per 
day, or, in oth·er words, not less than 
:110,000 tons of newsprint paper per 
year. 

Given this nucleus f,or the develop
ment of 1000-ton mill and auxiliary 
power supply, it is apparent that cer
tain additional things are essential to 
make the proj.ect practicable. The,s·e 
t:omprise: 

1. Amendments to , the Gander C·om
pany's present charter to enable it to 
effect the change. of location from 
Gander B·ay to Indian Bay. 

2. Additional w·ood reserves for the 
operation of such a mill-est·imated at 
20,000,000 cords. 

3. Fina11cing. which under existing 
conditiions involves the procuring of a 
firm contract for purchase of the out
put of the mill. 

The re·quisite additions and amend
ment's to the company's charter are 

• 

given in detail in th·e accompanying 
memorandum. Thes·e will in the main 
be found self-explanatory, but the 
following comme·nts may ·be helpful: 

I. Charte1· Changes : 

(a) Foor purpose of clarity, it is pro
posed to repe·al the 1927 statute 
and incorporate in th·e statute 
now requeste·d such elements in 
the 1927 statute, as are· still ap
pro·priate to the s:chem.e as al
tered. 

(b) The 1927 Act contemplated t11e 
construction by the Government 
of a branch railway from Glen
wood to Gan.der Bay, a distance 
·of about 33 miles. If the· mill is 
located at Indian Bay, the 
branch would have to run fro1n 
Benton to Indian Bay, a distance 
of about 25 miles. The· con
striuction of this railway being 
an ·essential preliminary to the 
constru·ction of the hydro-elec
tric plant and paper mill, the at
tached memorandum contains a 
proposal by the Company to 
build the railway for the Gov
ernment, payment to be· made in 
bonds of the Colony. 

{c) The other desired changes in 
the charter relate mainly t<> 
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the modifications which are ne
cessaJrily incidental to the· pro
posed change in site of the mill. 

2. Ext1·a l\rood Supplies: 

By way of addition to the Com
pany's charter, the right is re
quested to survey and sele·ct a 
sufficient area or areas in La
brador to provide· the 20,000,000 
cords of pulpwood abov·e r ·efer
red to. 

\Vhen this matter was first 
brought to the attention of the 
Governme·nt, a definite area in 
La:brador was indicated as being 
most desira:ble for the Com
pany's operations. Since that 
time it has d·eveloped that the 
title of the Colony to the area 
in question is disputed by pe1r
sons claiming to be· lic·ensees 
thereof. The Company still de
sires to make its selection from 
this area, but, in case the title 
of the Government thereto is 
not maintained, an alternative 
area is indicated in the accom
panying memorandum as the 
Company's second choice. Re
quest is accordingly made that 
the area first indicate,d be made 
available to the Compnay sub
ject to its right, in the event that 
the Gove1rnment's title thereto 
is not confirmed, to use the al
ternative area. 

3. Financ·ing: 

Since· the newsprint industry is 
alre1ady s.uffering from over
production, it is apparent that a 
prerequisite of any financing of 
this proJect is the· seen.ring of a 
firm commitment for the pur
chase of the output of the pro-

posed mill. Accordingly, the 

Company has brought this pro

ject to the attention of the 

Hearst organization, as re·pre
sente.d by Newspaper & Maga
zine Paper Corporation of New 
York, and by a subsidiary com
pany, Dominion News·print Com
pany, Limited, of Montreal. The 
Hearst organization is the great
est owner of newsprint paper in 
the world, its annual requir·e
ments being about double the 
output of this proposed mill . 
The Hearst organization has in
dicated its inte·rest in the pro
je·ct, but makes the grant of the 
application now submitted to 
the Gov:e·rnment a; condition pre
cedent to its participation in the 
venture, as it is not interested 
in a Gander mill of less than 
1000 tons daily capacity. 

Upon the basis of the reports made 
by Mr. Acre·s, as mentioned abov·e, and 
by Mr. Hardy .s. Ferg.uson, a recog
nized authority on pulp and paper mill 
engineering, of 200 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City, it is apparent that the 
Company must raise· approximately 
$60,000,000 for the purpose of complet
ing the project .and esta.blishing itself 
on a prop·er operating ·basis. Obvious
ly the bulk of this mone·y must b·e de
rived from the sale of First mortgage 
bonds and second mortgage deben
tures; the United States market for 
preference and ordinary shares in a 
foreign construction proje·ct of this 
kind b·eing at present ·extre·inely lim
ited. It is accordingly intended to of
fer for sale not exceeding $45,000,000 
principal amount o,f thirty-ye·ar first 
mortgage bonds, bearing interest at 
not exce·eding 6% per annum, and $15,-
000.0<:0 aggregate principal amount of 
fifteen-year second mortgage de·ben
tures, bearing· interest at not exceed
ing 6% per annum. The· Government 

guarantee of payment of principal of 

and interest in these debentures is 

essential because the Company is re-

• 
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liably advised and b1elie·ves that this 
security \\rould otherwise be unmar
ketable under existing conditions. To 
IJrotec:t the market for the Colony's 
loans, it is propose·d that these de
bentur·es be sold under an express 
stipulation to the effe,ct that they shall 
not be offered to the pu'blic on a yield 
basis which is higher than the aver
ag1e yie1d basis in thwt market of di
rect obligations of the Government of 
N e1wfoundland outstanding in the 
hands of the pu·blic at the time of of
fering . . 

It is impossible accurately to de
termine in advance upon what basis 
the first mortgage· 1bonds of the com
pany can 1be sold, but, since the equity 
in the· company of the Reid Company 
and of the Hearst organis.ation will be 
represented entirely by shares, it is 
obvious that th1ey will . have· every in
centive to o'btain the b·e·st p·ossible 
terms for the se·nior securities and to 
sell as small a quantity of them as 
is possible. Necessary funds not pro
duced ·by the sale· of first mortgag.e 
bonds and debentures will have to ·be 
provided through the sale of pre·fer
ence shares. 

To facilitate the sale of first mort
gage bon·ds and preference shares it 
is re cognized that a substantial bonus 
of ordinary shares will have to be 
contri!buted by the controlling inter
ests. 

81 ,l)iecrt to the grant of tl1is appli
cation by the Government, and .sub
ject to the confirmation of tl1e re·pre
sentations which have been made in 
respect of the potentialities of this 
project, 'vb.ich representations are as 
st1n1marily outlined a·bove, the Hearst 
orga11jzation has expressed its willing
ness to make a serious and bona fide 
effort to arrange for the sale of the 
Company's bonds, debenture·s and pre
ference shares in such an1ounts and 

ll pon such terms and conditions as will 
produce the funds required to bring 
this mill into succeissful operation. Its 
efforts. in this direction will be pre
dicated on the· basis tl1at, if succe·ss
ful, the Hearst organization will for th
with ·e,nter into a contract with t he 
Con1pany looking to the purchase of 
its entir·e ot1tput of newsprint paper, 
during a period which will not be less 
thian the term of the de·be·ntures, at 
the general annual contract market 
price· of newsprint paper in the United 
States. from time to time prevailing, 
less three· pe·r cent (3 % ) discount and 
ocean s·hipment allo,vanc·es, but in no 
event at a price which will 1be insuf
ficient to provide for the estimate·d in 
terest and sinking fund r.equirements 
of the company. 

To ensure that the holders of 
Company's bonds and debentures shall 
at all tim·es enjoy the full se·curity re
prese·nted by th·e newsprint purchase 
contract, the Reid Company has sti
pulated that it shall :b·e assigned by the 
Company to the Trustees for the 
bondl1olders and deb·entures holder 
res.pective·ly. 

If and when financing of this pro
ject has be·e11 arranged by the Hearst 
organization control of the company 
will pass to it, but the Reid interests 
,~.,.ill have r·enresentation on the Boar 
of Directors. 

Pu:rsu1an.t to orcler and o.n 1m-oitio;n. of 
Rt. Hon. t'he Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An1 Act to Amend the Act 
20 George V., Chapter 3, entiitJ.ed 'An 
Act A.uthoriztn1g the G·o,vernor in 
C·ou·ncil ito ente·r into 'a 'C·ontarct with 
the American Teleplhonre and T·ele
g:raph ·C·om:pany,' '' was read a thi·rd 
time a·nd passed, and it W'as ·o·rdered 
that the s1aid Bill be engrossed, being 
entitled as a.bove, an1d that it be sent 
to tlhe Legi.slative C·oun1cil with a mes· 
sruge requestin.g the concurrence or 
that body in its ·p·r·ovisions_ 
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p 11rsti.ant to order and ·01n· motion of 
Rt. Hon.. the Prime Minister the Bill 
entitled "An Act to .AJmend the Su1m-
111arY Jurisdiction Act, 1930," was rea'd 
a third time and passed, a.nd ·it w1as 
ordered that the said Bill be ·engross
ed, being entitled as above, and that 
it be sent to the Legi.slatirve Councril 
,,~dth a messa;ge 1requesting th1e ·co,n.-
1 ~ 11rrence of t11at body i·n its p·rovisio·ns. 

Address in Reply 

JIR. PUDDESTER-Mr. Spealker, 
tl1e Speech ·from tJhe Throne whi·ch 
,vas delivered two w·eeks a;go fr·orm 
yeste·rday is now so lo•ng ago 'it is ,h1ard 
to know how to begin, the several 
matters to be dis.cussed. It was the 
intention of beginn1in1g the dis1cu.ssion 
a day or two after the S1p·eec:h was 
delivered but the unfortunate news of 
the terrible seali·ng disaste·r was ,re
ceived an1d 1both sides ·o.f this House 
agireed and rightly so th·at to sta.rt 
discussions and .argum.ents 
troversial and ·contenti-ous 
,,~ould be out ·of place 'vhe11 

on con
matters 

the Uead 
bodies of the unfo1rtunate victin1s of 
the d~saster were arriving in St. 
John's anid irelatives were rmournin1g 
their loved 1ones in all p·arts ·of the 
Island. We all kn1ow now the hd1sto1ry 
·of the disas.ter and the sym·pathy of 
both sides oif this House has been 
.given to those who suffer·ed bere:ave
ment i11 tl1.at terrible tragedy. We 
also pa.ssed resolution·s of congratu1'a
tion to those people w·ho did their 
duty nobly and b·rave1y 1an\d did their 
umost in1 .thait trying ordeal esp·e1cfally 
to the brave men an·d to Captain Kean 
and it 'vould n·ot have been1 pro1per 
uniless we had done so. 

There is one man who.m I h.ave had 
the privilege of knowil:ng since child
·hood and that is Wm. G. Jo:hnson 
whose name stands out in b1old letters 
as an example of 1coura1ge and· duty 
"rell an1d nobly d1one. As I have stated 

'befo1re I hav·e known ~lim sin1c.e child
l1ood and from the days of his youth 
he ·ha.s :alvva.ys bee·n .a brave and fear-, 
less 1person and plu1cked his living 
from the ja'\\rs of the great Atla,nti c 
eithe.r by going to the ic·efields or fis.h
in1g fr·o1m a bo1at man1y mile1s 1outside 
Ca.:: e St. F·ran.cis. When t:he fishery is 
over he has secured hds living by 
w·or'king in the lumber woods ai1d 'he 
stan1ds o·ut to.day a.s a man whose dutv 

~ 

h.as been well d·one. I ·do not wish in 
any w\ay :to take ~away ·credit from the 
ma:sterr and crew ·01f the Viking for the 
wo·nde·rful work they have perf\Jr1ned 
but I wan1t to say :in1 this Ho·use th::tt 
I am proud to represent the District 

· froan whi·ch Mrr. J ·ohn·son 1co1m1es an·d 
proud to kn 10·W h.im ·and to have his 
frie·n·dshi1p. 

We all kn1ow of the splendid manner 
in which ith·e ·Ministe·r of Marine a11d 
Fis1heries carried ·o.ut the a1rran·ge
ments and made the plans anid g1ive 
him just ·er.edit lflor his work. Th1ere is 
onJy o:::ie fly in the ointment and I 
h1ave no doubt that the Minister will 
exp.Jai11 that 1def.e.c.t w.hen the p·ro.per 
time 1co1mes. I 1r ·eifer to the sendi11 .. g 
fl.way of the steamer Sagona as a re
lie1f shi1p witJh only eno·ugh provisions 
to last her regular 1crew for fifteen 
d1a.ys a,n•d if it had not been th.at the 
Im·ogene a!rrived with su·c.c·our tlie 
trrugedy would have be·en a 1gre1ater 
one than it re1a1lly :Ls. 

In the early :hours of this morning 
I re.ad ithe speeich of the Rt. Hon. 
MacKen,zie King, .Le1ade,r 01f tlhe Op
position in the ·Canadian Federal 
Ho·use in ·c·riticism of the Sp.eech fro1n 
Mar:ch 12th in the Canadi1an Parlia
ment. He tells them the governme11t 
'v~s in power fo'r eight m1ontihs . and 
was subje·ct t 10 C·ensure anld I a'm s·ure 
that the 1gentlemen ·Op·po·site · C'annot 
o'bje·ct to m·e .censu·ring tlhem 1consider
ing they have been two a.nd a half 
ye.ars in 1control of the governm.ent of 
the country. 

• 
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The government of the day, siays M;r. 
Kin.g, alth,owgh i,n powe,r only ei'ght 
m,onths :are directly respon'sible for 
th e c·onditions ·of 1Canada. I shall not 
b·e so forceful as Mac.Kenzie King. I 
vvill lea ·ve that to my Leader when he 
win1ds u,p the de!bate on the Address 
in Reiply i ·o be as foric·eful ·as he lik·e1s 
and to ·follo~ 1in; the path of Ma·c·Kenzie 
King in hi,s condemnation of the gov
e·rnm·ent of C1an,ada. T,he time h,onored 
rule in thi.s House ·has been for the 
m.em,bers ·O.f the o·ppO·Sition to c:on
gratulate the m1over an1d se·conder of 
the n1otion on the h·o1nor don,e , the1m 
on bein1g app1oin1te'd to make the pro
per m·otion, an·d T must not !be any 
exception to the rule. The mover and 
seconder of the motion acquitted them
selves well. They had the advantage 
oif the Leader of the Opp·osition by 
h aving th·e .ad·dress 1before the'm for 
so.me hours at le,asit benore they h·ad 
to spe1ak. 

It was an ordeal they had to g·o 
th rol1gh, and I sym1p.athize with then1, 
be1c1ause I have passed thro·ugh tl1e 
mill myself, an1d I have had quite a 
knee lrno1ck im.me'diately th.at I start
ed to spe:ak. T,hey m,ade the 'best of a 
biad Job. They c·ould not say that they 
ap1p1ro1ved of what was 1in the Spee.ch 
fr om the Throne and in relation to 
t he thin1gs of the 1c.ountry ·or any hrope 
for the country, 1bec1ause there was 
abso111tely nothin1g to· appr·ove of. The 
me'mbers 101f the Opp·osition are st1p
po1sed, Mir. S·pe,ruker, t10 1c,riti·cise in .a 
con.structive ma,niner the Sip,ee·ch from 
t h e Throne, an1d wh,at th·e Speech fr10.m· 
t h e Throne ' 1Contains, b·urt, Sir, . it is 
very ha,rd to· speak in ·a . 1constru,ctive 
n1anne1r \Vhen you have ·nothing to 
speak of vvhen no legislarti1on is fore
shadowed, w.hen ,n,o 1C1on,structive le
gislatio1n· is for.e.shadowed that will 
benefit the ·country as a whole. 

It becomes an i.mp10SS'i'bility for any 
spea.ker o·n the 01pposition s1ide o:f the 

House to give a·ny co·n1structive 
·Criticism be·cause, as I s1ay, the.re is 
n1oth'in1g in th·e Speech t10 bring ~orth 
·constru.ctive 1Criticism. My only qu·a1n·d
ary is to1 fin,d out where in the w,orld 
th·e me·mrb·e·rs for Sit. Ma.ry•'s Bay and 
White B·ay found enough in it for h alf 
an hou~r to defend it art all. I sh·all 
very 1briefly refer to their .sp·eech.es, 
and I cian well reme·mibe.r the time 
wh·en I spoke on the other side in their 
capa:city, the c,apacity in which they 
found the·mselv·es the other day. I was 
very fr·~ghtened for 1a ·c1ouple ·of weeks 
when the me.m:bers of this s·ide •of the 
House g·oit up to make their speeches 
in re1ply, and the late Mr. Warren "ras 
down the·re sittin,g in ·an independent 
seat, a:n.d he told me that he would 
spare me the .humil'iation of replying 
to what I had said. It wa.s only a 
defen1ce of the Go·ver,n1ment and 
Vie.ry prov1ocative. 

I shall deal as gently as I can 
with the tw.o h 1onor.able gentlemen w ho 
sp·orke the other day, ·and I trust that 
w.hateVier is sa.id in the ·heat ·o.f debate, 
perhaps th.at we don't m,e,an to say or 
would be s·orry fo·r a.fteJrwards, the 
1gen tlemen O·n the other ·side 1of the 
House will take it 1all in good pa·rts, 
be:cause we .are all ·hum.an an.d apt to 
make mistakes, especially whe.DJ pro
vo1ked. I ,h·o1pe it won't ·c·ome to t he 
point during ou·r session here where 
it will end in wha.t happ·ened in the 
N·ova Sicoti.a H1o·use one day last week 
-Friday I think it was-when the 
debiate bec•ame so hot that th·ey ended 
·up the Budget Deb1ate in a fist fi1ght; 
so w·e do·n't h.ave all the h 1ot times in 
Ne1wfo·undland, they have some u·p in 
N·ova 1Scotia and perhaps in the ·01th,er 
provinces. They tarke politics very 
se,riously in the Maritime pll'ovin·ces
just .as seriously as we d·o in New
foun·dland. 

T.he H·on. mem,ber for Sit. Mary's, 
in the 1co,urse ·Of his r·evie.w of the 
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l f om the Throne., refer.red to 
Speec1 . r 

r s that had recently been 
the hono . 

d upon cert·ain gentle·n1en for 
besto,ve . . 
their extrao.rdinary serv1,ces in ifor-

d. the cause .01f Newfoundland 
"'~a-r ing 
for the past number of years, and I 

eotlld not hel·p but recall the fall of 
1928 wl1en tl1e election cam1p,aign was 

hen 111embers opp,osite we're vvont on, w 
to talk about blue lblo,ods and about 
lounge lizards, an1d othe,rs who were 
connected with the ·OPP·OS'ition. These 
i1onors, Sir, were 1conferred on the 
blue bloods; they h·ave be·co·me blue 
bloods, I _suppose, sin·ce 1928, and tf 
it goes much further the n·ext thin1g 
you will 11a ve is .an .honour ·c·onfer.red 
on the n1~n who inven1t·e·d the saying 
and spoke about it down in the Star 
[fall, the honorable membe·r for St. 
John's West and we will all congratu
late him on joining the class of blue 
bloods and lounge liz,ards. I did not 
think that we would have to con
gratulate these gentlemen or .any 
gentlemen 011 the hon·o,r 1s •c1onferred on 
them in this House after the ipresent 
government came into· pow·e·r. Honor 
blue bloods! Ho,nor loun1gie lizards! 

. And still we ha.ve a m·em1be.r o,f the 
government who was denoun.cin1g blue 
bloods and deno,un1cin1g lounge lizards, 
denouncin1g all and sundry gettin,g up 
and congraitulatin1g these 1gentlem1en 
because honors were 1bestowed O·n 
them. When honors ·come that wa.y
not from His Majesty the King-they 
are recommended by the Prime Min
ister. 

After he had congr1atulated the blue 
bloods on tl1eir honor, he 1ga ve the 
present G1overnment, or the present 
Prime Minister credit .for the wo·rk 
that is 'being c:arrie'd on toda.y at 
Corner Brook, the Humber industry. 
I take no c,redit from anyone thiat had 
anything to d·o with esta1blis.hing in
dustries in Newfoundland . but in the 
Year 1926 or 1927, if the government 

in 1power at tJh.at time had not rescued 
that dndustry firo:m the re,ceiver·s 
hands, we would not h·ave had very 
mu·ch industry in Corner Brook today, 
and N e"\vfot1on dlan:d would ·h·a ve been 
called upon to pay the interest .a.nd 
principal on a ten milli·on do1llar guar
anitee given to the bo.nd holdeTs 01f that 
co.m·pany by the g,overnment of New
foundland, :because, as it was s·a.id at 
that time, th·e industry could not be 
estaJbli:3lied. linless the ,go·vernment of 
New,foundla.nd gave 1a guarantee of 
$10,000,000, the Trade Facilities B·oard 
of England another $10,000,000, and I 
think, rthe Bank •O·f En1gland another 
$5,000,000-$25,000,000. Tha .amount 
was ·goin1g to. ·be the cost of that in-... 

· du.stry when it was started, but the 
cost ·ran up to $47,000,000 and you h1ad 
the interest on $22,000,000· to b·e p.ro
vide1d fo·r, and the .pro·fits on tJhe u.a
dertal\:ing, on the sale·S·, could not pay 
the overhead 101f $47,000,000; there.f·o·re 
the receiver wa1s to be 1c·alled in, they 

I 

'v-ould have to liquidate and th·e·re 
would lbe no industry. For the initia
ti·on of th.at in·dustry a1t ·Co"rner Brook, 
I give the credit to John P. Powell, 
who w1orked incessantl,y for years iand 
yeairs .and g·ot that industry goin,g. For 
the 1guarantee o,f the bonds to the ex
tent of wha;t I have named, I give the 
·credit to the govern.m·ent of that day, 
and tJhat is where, in· my opinion, and 
in the opinions o.f others, the sorry 
m1es1s was made, and the ·guaranttee 
.given at th,a,t time must now be fol
lowed U;P by 1giving eve,ry other co111-
1pany ·C1oming in to e.stalblish an i11-
1d1u1st1ry the same guarantee or more. 

The government 01f Ne·w.foundlan·d is 
interested now to the extent of 
$10,000,0·0 ·On the indusrtry art Corner 
Brook, ·and as su1ch they ·c·annot ex
pect an·othe,r c·omp1any to come in to 
est1ablish a $70,000,000 industry "\Vith
out askin.g the g1o·vernment to tal\:e 
sc111e share in it, if fo·r noithin;g else, 
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to show good faith, 1so that they won't of the 1government of tha.t day 
favour one com·p.any and penalize an
other. The m'istake was :made in the 
first in·st·an·ce, and o·pinion is that that 
ind·ustry vv·ould have gone .on1 the 
Humber if tlhere never h.ad been any 
gt1,ar·anitee. 

Time1 were 'depressin1g in 1921 an·d 
1922 and it wo·uld h.ave been better to 
wait for a year or two and get the in
dustry est1a,blished with·out the gu·air
an)tee 1be1c1ause it 1c.ame to be a ni'ght
m,are ·in 1925 and 1926. Hon. mem(bers 
of the Govern·ment of 1923 in a gener
al election went ·over rthe ·Country 
i1reaching th1at the fishin1g indu1stry o.f 
Newrfo1undlan1d was n 10 more; we h,ad 
to esta.blish the .mill on tlh~ Humlb·e.r 
to save Newifoundland. They prea·c.hed 
it everyw:here. 

The Hon. memlber 1for Bonavista 
East if he we·re si1tting in his se1at, I 
could show him wher1e h1e made the 
sit·aten1ents in his ·c·amp1a.ign; whe.re he 
made it to his Union Councils that the 
J-Iumber ind1ustry had to go on the 
Hu1n1ber or •Ne,wfo1undl1an·d was do,om
ecl. lt was the salv,ation of Newfound
land that 1the fisherie1s 'W'ere finisl1ed. 
They have not been finishe·d; t[1ey did 
cCo,me baclr some ye·ars a1fterwards to 
a certain extent, bult they are in a 
bad way again now. The Ht1mber did 
not sa·ve the fisheries, 'and the Gan·der 
won1't save the fishe·ries either. It will 
be .an adjunct to the fisheries, but it 
will never takre the pla·cie 0 1f the fislh
er ies of Newfoundland. The blunders 
o,f ere·c1ting th·o:se mills, the extrav·a
gance ·and the w·aste made th1e C1a1pi,tal 
~t\Jc cot1nt rran up to $47,000,000, when 
$25,00D,OOO was thie .amo·unt s1up1posed 
t o be S'pent there for the ·Cost Orf e·rec
tion. Th.at was ithe ,blunder. That was 
why tJhe Monroe Go·ve,r·n·menrt had to 
s.ave the Hum'ber industry from the 
r e·CJeive·r's hands in 1927. 

If the Hon,. memrber for St. Mary's 
gives the credit to the Prime Minister 

·Creatin'g that indu1&t1rY, he must cer 
tainly ask him to bear any criticism 
W!e may ·m·ak·e 'v!hen we t·alk 01f th 
\blunders, the e:x<trava.gance 'an'Cl th 
w,aste in estrublishi'n1g th,at inds1utr 
and the fact that the next ·gove,1"nn1en 
th·at ·came into power h1ad to rescu 
t·he industry from th·e hands of th 
·r 1e1ceiver. Yo·u ·c:an .choose whicheve 
·horn o.f the dilem.ma you lik·e. 

T1alk.ing 1a:bout the depression ... n th 
world to-day, t'11e H 1on. mem1be.r· said 
th1at it was .caused 1by the hig·h stand 
.ard ·O·f livin1g. The pe·oiple had dissipiat 
ed their ea,rnin1gs in high living. Tha 
is a fin,e po·sition ·for .a pu.bli·c. man t 
ta1k1e, bec·ause th1at is wlhat t'his Hous 
wa1s put in existence f0r, to raise the 
standa·rd of living and we are bound,, 
me·mbers o.f the gove.r·nment and mem-

' bers of th1e op;p·osition., t·o govern the 
·Country 1so well th·ait the standard of 
livi'n:g 'vill b1e r.aised and not lowered. 
Tha)t is not a ·matter 0 1f 1com.plaint 
w:hen 've know that ithe st1andard of 
li'Vin1g has 1been hiig·h. Du·ring the war 
'and the years im·.med:iately ,following 
thre standard of living was very high. 
but that ·did not cause the de'pression. 

' 

Wh1at d,oes th·e Hon. membe·r wish us 
to 'do? Go b·ack fifty or a hundred 
years to the days of our· g,randfruthe.rs? 
Does 1he w'a·nt ·us to get ba1c.k to· the 
day1s of meal and molassies. T·he 
stand1ard of living is not too hig'h but 
it i.s higher than it was. The govern
ment is resp 1onsilble, they are bound to 
S10 govern that the rstand·ard Of livin1g 
w'ill be r.a.ise·d and we· ·cann1oit ,com
plain that the stan·d1a4rd of livi'n1g con
ditio·ns 1bro·ught about the depression. 
We are living in a modern a·ge and 

' 
the peo.ple of tod·ay are anxious to 
rais·e their standard of living and we 
should not · 1com'plain if it is raised 

• I 

,fr 1o·m vvhait It w.as in the d·a,ys o.f our 
for eif a1tl1 er s. 
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The I-Ion. m1en11ber said that all the 
other indt1stries were only a sid·eline 
to tlle fisheries. I quite agiree with 

1 · The value o.f the :fisheries does 
11111. ' 

not an1ount to quite fifty ~e.r ·Cent of 
tlie other induSltries but its bene,fits 
are spread along every bit o.f our 
~oast and we must look out for it and 
encourage it for I think it is very· im
l)orta11t, serving as it does, the co1un
try ·a.11 round the .co1a.st with the ex
ce.ption of a .couple of plaic·es like 
Grand :B.,alls and Corner Brool{. The 
fislieries are th·e m1ainstay of the ·peo
ple of the ciountry, the pe,ople w.ho 
work at the fishe.ries and t'l1e peo'ple 
who don't, and not the few industries 
carried on in othier pl1aces. "A ·crash 
was inevitable," "the standards of liv
~ing were so h~gl1 tha.t ·a crash \Vas 
ii1evita:ble," said he mover o.f this 

1n.otion. T·his is the fi.r'St ti.me I ·ever 
heard anything like that. "The earn
ing ·PO,v·er of the people of Canada ·and 
Australia and all over the world was 
redt1ced be·cause the standard o,f liv
ing had gone too hi.gh." 

He ~.aid that the press o·f Newfo1und
land 11ad pr,eached ·blue ruin. I would 
like him to show me when th·e press 
preruche·d bl1ue ruin, within the last 
twelve months or so ·at any rate. I 
think th·at the press o,f .this country 
has given this government a square 
show. It was the stated p·olicy of th·e 
pre.ss when the pr·esent g·ove·r·nment 
first came int·o power that they would 
b·e given a squ·are show 1so that they 
co11ld pro¥e th.rut t!hey w1ere keep·ing 
faith with the peonle and I think that 
tl1e press carried this undertaking in
to effe.ct. Yott should not complain as 
there we.re m1any times '\vhen the pr·ess 
could have sp.o·ken o·f conditi·ons in 
i\e"rfoundland when f·or the sake of 
the country and the govern.ment goiV
ernin·g the C·ou11try we held o·ur 1pe1ace. 
You cannot have any com1plaint of the 
criticisms of the pre1s1s. You h!ave had 

a free hand .and ·did a.s you pleased 
and y;ou a.re ·going to have a free 'hand. 
I 'vish the same thin,g had ha,ipp1ened 
when I wias on the op1posite side ·of the 
House and ·some o.f the members 01p
posite now were o·n this ·side. 

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS-We .had no p·ress. 

MR. PUDDESTER-Th·ere was the 
Advoca.te and Toby B. Your pictures 
were in it ·every w1eek. 

What did you sa.y, "Tnnoce·nts 
AJbro1ad ?" I guesis you will .adm1it that 
it is h.ar,der t·o g1overn now that Y·Oll 
are in the government. B1ut do I infer 
that this was d·one for poli.tiical pur
po1ses? Do I inif.er that all the 
criticism1s mad·e on this side of the 
Hou.se are ·made for politi:cal pur
l)OSe·s? There was never a government 
that had suclh n.asty propoga·nda . u1sed 
a.gain,st it as the NI·o·nr·o·e Government 
h.ad fro.m 1925 to 1928 and if th·e Hon. 
men1'ber thin·ks that t1h·ere was S·O·me
thing siaicl in the pres.s tihart shouldn't 
be said he s'hould be tickle1d to ·death 
·because '\v!l1:en he is on thi.s side of the 
House, as he vvill 1be som1e day, he will 
say t1hings differently. 

IION. MINISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS-We had no press. 

MR. PUDDESTER-You are unduly 
se·nsitive, I ,v.a1s n·ot speaking to you, 
Y·O'U h:ave 1b·een giv·en a free h·and for 
tw·o and a .h·alf years s10 now you mi1ght 
giv·e me the 1sam1e for tw:o hour.s to 
say wh1aJt I like. 

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS-Y1ou kn'o'v I a.m de
lig1hted to hear you. 

MR .. PlTI>DESTER-Oh, I can re1c:all 
the actions oif the Hon. member 011 
this side of th·e Hot1se. T·here was no
thin'g buit a weekly stre·am ·o.f abuse 
e-v~ery tim·e his paper came out and 
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I ·rese·nt a1ny men1ber saying wha!t i.s 
not true ·as r 1eg.ards tl1e pr·ess thait I 
am C1onnected with for we always gave 
you ~ square show a111d are g.o.ing to 
give you a sq·uare s·h·o\v. "Dam1ruging 
to our credit abroad." I thou1ght that 
Newfoundlan·d n 1ew·sp.a1pers never1 went 
any"rihere. 

As re;g.ards tl1e standardization of 
fis'h, tl1er'e was very l:iltJtle 1s1aid in tJhe 
Speeich fr'om the Throne about it. We 
thought that there was going to be 
piar.agrrup·hs aJbout fish b,e.cause t1he 
sta·ndardization of ·a.nyttlhin.g els·e is 
not worth 1n1u.ch if y•ou leave out the 
standardjzation of ft.sh, and .any re
ference to it is don·e in a coup·le of 
lineis. 

(Reads) 

T'h·e Hon. memlber took U!P that 
questio1n and tall{ed a1b·out the 1stand
ardiz.atio1n oif fish. I ·am n1ot c·riticizing 
him as I a;,gree with m 1oist .of wha't 1he 
sa.id. I lived in an outp•ort for t 1he 
first twenty ye,a·ris of my life and 
cau·gh1t and ·cured fiS'h myself. Same 
people would like to se·e tJhe stancla.cd
ization take ·plac·e when the fi:sh is b1e
in'g brought fr·om, the fislher·m.an. I 
a.gr·ee with that in some measur·e but 
I \V'ant to see t:he standardization of 
fi1sh take pla·ce just 'bef,ore it goes 
th ro1ugh the N arrow8 to the m1ar1ket. 
Peo·ple blame this one and tlhat one 
and the fishe·rme·n for making 1bad 
fish. It is not always the fault of the 
fishermen. It doe·sn'rt 1pay the fisher
man to m·ake 1bad fish, he wants to 
m1ak·e good fi,s·h. People who talk so 
much 3bout how fislh sh·ou1ld be made 
1an·d crit~c1i·se the fis1h tb.at is m·ade, 
never ·had the experie·nce themiselve\S 
0 1f curing a to.m-.cod and if tl1ey h ·ad to 

· cure it the,ms·elves t1hey w·o·uld not talk 
so glibly. W'hen that Bill oomes be
fore the Hourse I shall have more to 
say than at pr·esent. 

Sta.nda·rdiz·ation i·s :alright but i 
slhould not be made on the 
b·o'ard. What we n·eed ar·e 11arge curin 
plants. It is i.mpo1ssi1ble to cure fish 
1pro,perly wihen five ·m.en are usin1g th 
one st~ge and fiak·e. What happenrs 
I Wiaish my fis·h ·one fine day whe 
th·er·e is a nic,e south-weste1rly w in 
blowing, the next day some 10ther m a 
br~ngs u1p his fish ·and tlhe rain c1orne 
down or the sun co.mes ourt and s•plit 
it and its ,all rortt·en and no go·od. An 
the p·oor women have to go curing th 
fi s1h be eta use ~the m 1e n :m1u(s t go v1u t .a'n 
catc•h more. And w·h,en the fish goe 
out throu1gh the N1arr1ow1s No. 2 goe 
as No. 1. aind it has to take its chance 

If the Government want rto 
credit for the strund·ardiz·ation of th 
fis•hery let them d·o so but i.f the G·ov 
ernm1ent i1s g1oing to play at p.oliti·c 
with the srtandardiz1ation o,f the fish er 
th1en let m·e tell tlhem they .ar1e n·ot th 
only o,nes wh·o ·can· p,lay at politi 
and let them re:me.m!ber in 'd·ealin 
wiith :i'.t they are using a two ed,ge 
sword an1d if they ar·e going to t ak 
thre cr·edit Which ·m1ay com·e to the 
then they must ·be pre:p,ared to accep 
runy bl·ame and i,f the·re· is any credit 
due them let th1em 1take it; the p.u:bli 
usiu:ally kn·o1w1s who to give cr1edit t 
without .any bo1asrtin1g on the part o 
the Governme·nt b1ein1g ne1c1essary 

The H 1on. member f,or St. Mary' 
has referred to th·e do1g-fislh menace 
an\d I qt1ite agir·ee with him itha 
evieryithing that c1an should be done ·to 
exiter'm·in·ate this pest or it will in t ime 
extern1in·ate th·e fis:hery. I re:memlbe 
som·e thirty ye1ar1s ago when I w 
crunching fish ev.en· then we w ere 
t·roubled wilth this pest, though in 
these time1s it was only small but even 
the'n yo.u would put down your lines 
in the evening and the following 
i11ornirrg find the1m st::ripiped rund I.ay 
them down a'gain only to have them 
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strip,ped a;gain. It is the ~u1ty. of the 
Gover11111ent to do everyth1n;g in their 

to ·exter;minate the pest. power 

Tlle Hon. membe1r for White Bay 

t Id you in i1is speech of the de1pres-
o . 

sion in Ruissia rund 'Other C'OU1ntr1es. 
,,rell, I do not blame the Hon. memlber 

for this ren1·ark. 

Ai1d, Mr. Speaker, while I am on the 
sli1bject of speec1hes m1ay I make the 
sliggestion thiat in futu:re we follow 
the exam:ple o,f Parli.ament1s in oth1er 
Cou,ntries; tha!t the House op·en on a 
Tl1urrsday, the Speech from the 
Throne is read and t 'he Hous,e is then 
adj'our1ned until the following Monday. 
This would affor·d the Leader of the 
Opp·osition oppo1:ritunity to pr1ep:a1re and 
11e could 1com·e into the House the fol
lowing Mond·ay for1tified with fa1cts 
and figures. 

It is i1ot fai1r to ex1pec1t the L,e1ad1er 
of the Opposition to re'ply to a spee(ch 
,vhicl1 he h.as ·had no· ch·an.ce of hear
ing be.fore and f.or which lie has ·n·ot 
i1ad tim·e to p·repare a spe1e1ch. Nor is 
it fair to expect the Prime Minister to 
n1ake a ,reply. If we followed the 
practice of other p'arli.aments the 
memibers would be ·aible to p1r·e1p!are 
and deliver them1selves of s:peeches on 
the subject under ·disicussion .:hat their 
friends and the vu1blic 1c·ould con
gratulate them on. 

I speak from exp1erience. I have at
tended the Parliame·n1ts in Can1ada an.d 
England .a·nd the Ho·use of Lor·ds in 
ffinglan,d and I m~ay s·ay that in pa1ss
ing, I do not think the memibe1rs of 
these Houses s.hould b,e credited with 
any more intelligence than the me,m
bers of our ow·n Houise. 

And, Mr. Speak1er, I should also like 
to suggest while I .atn1 on the subject 
that when the Fi1nan,ce Minister brings 
do\\Tn the Budget tl1e Speeich be made 

and dis1cu1ssed i1n the Hou1se and not in 
C·omm1ittee. I s·hould like y,o·u to look 
up that poinit Mr. S.peaker. 

______ HON. llIR. SPEAKER-What has the 
p·ractice be,en in the p1ast? 

l\IR. PUDDESTER-The Hou1se h·as 
gon,e i1nto a 1Committee of the Whole 
to deliver the Budget. 

HON. MR. SPEAKER--! ho1pe that 
pr.actice is correct a:s I shoultd enjoy 
joining in the ,dis1cussion a1n·d not ,stay 
h,er·e in the Chair. 

MR. PUDDESTER-Oh, you' 1 b·e 
com1f.ortable there in the rC'hair. 

T1he Prime Ministe,r in re1plyin1g, 
'delivered himself of a speech of fifteen 
ininutes during which h,e d~alt with 
o·ne question o,nly, rthat is when 11e 
stated the1r1e wias no depression in the 
coun,try, 'but the Prime Minister has 
tried to prove this before and Lac,e to 
fa.ce with t1he 1m.emlber1s he was foriced 
to ad.mit that the·re was a 1strin1~ency 

a1nd Q,od knows the difference between 
depression and s·tri:n·gency is v.ery 
sma1ll; ·b·ut why if tlhere is no dep·re,s
sio,n was it necessary f.or the go,vern-
1nent l1ast Oictolber, y,es, and last 
Se1pltem1be.r, w·hen the Prim1e Minister 
w,a,s out oif i rhe country, to take steps 
to relieve the un,em.ploylment situation 
.an'd authorizin,g a loan of a million 
dollars for thaJt 1pur~pose. 

N O·W it is just as well for us "".o fa.ce 
t:h,e 'music,. Oihe1r c·o·untries have fa.c•ed 
tl1e music a1id I have before me no"\V 
a ·co'P'Y of th,e spee1ch delivered by 
MrucKenzie Kin,g, Leader of the Oip
:r·ositio1n, in the 1Can,adian· House of 
C·o1mmon1s, wh.01 sp.olke, four and a h.alf 
ho1urs i1n dealing with the re1cord of the 
Bennett Governme1nt. He ·did not min:ce 
m1atters at all. He simvly told the 
Governme·nt what they were up 
,agai1n,st 1and he told them not to blame 
other countrie,s for it eithe1r; bt1t 

• 
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_ when you talk ab·o·ut depres1sio1n i11 
N ewfoun.dland the Gover1n1n1en.it are 
very quick to say that depressio·n is 
all over the wo·rld. Cer·tainly it is, but 
our point is that it should not be so 
gre·at 1as it is in N ewfo·u·ndland, an1d if 
we l1ad 1a Government in this country 
w·ho were inot 1001king out for n1umber 
01n·e and givin1g the people of the coun
try a squ1are deal .and not lookin,g out 
solely for them.selves w·e would not 
have the serious de·pression in ev
iclence that exists today, and when I 
get down to the Au.ditor General.'s Re
,port I propose to tell this 1cou1ntry 
so1ne thi'n1gs the;y d-o not know at the 
pr·e1se1nt time. l\/Ir. Ma.cKenzie King wa.s 
not afraid to tell the people of -Can
ad1a how m-u.ch dep1re1ssio·n and pover1ty 
wias there and it i1s just as well for 
the Govern.ment ·of this coun.try to aot 
in similar fashion 1an1d faice the m usi\c. 
Mr. I<:i1ng, in dealiThg with une·mploy
m·ent and d·epressio:n, says: 

T·hat applies to u1s too. Our Gov
er·n.me1nt, af1ter all thei1r pro1nises of 
Gan1ders, 1Geese,, .and 1all the· rest of 
them have not e1n,ded unemplo,ym1ent 
anld distress. They h:ave not ·put a 
"G,ang 0 1n tJhe Ganider·'' and I am just 
as fre·e an this side -o·f the· House to 
tell the Gover·n.m·ent that as was 
MrucKenzie King to tell the Govern
me1n1t · of ·canad,a. The Government 
the1re h 1as bee1n in p·o.wer for eight 
month1s on1ly, but vve h.ave a Goverrn
men.t which has 1bee1n in po·wer for two 
a:n_d a r.half yea.r·s. Yet con·di1tions are 
very muc·h vvorse in Newfoundland to
d_ay tl1an they were in 1928. Some
thing similar to the Sp·eech from the 
Throne in Canada delivered by H1s 
Excellen1cy the A1d1min1is1tr.a,tor was put 
in tl1e ·mouth of His Excellenic:y the 
G·overinor in N ewfottndlan1d. 

Here is what MacKe1nzie King says 
on . the matter: 

These are pr·etty strong wor~ds al 
tho·u,gh 1con1ditions in ·Canada, · I ve 
tuTe to s1ay, are not half ais 1bad a 
they are in Newfoundland; but :th 
Prime Minister of 1Canada saw the de 
lu·ge comin1g in Septemfb-er la.st 1a1n 
c.alled the Hou.se together .and vo te 
twe:nty million ·d·ollar1s to relieve un 
em.ploymenit .an·d 1.,hat tvven ty million 
vv-as added to considerably by the Pr 
vi1ruci.al Governments and Muni1cipalit 
ittes. The 'result was that two ·hundr 
tl1o·usand 1men were put to wor·k -on th 
l ·st of October and are wor·king ther 

. 

at the present ti'me. 

The Pr-ime l\'1inis1ter of Can·ada woul 
11·ot .go to the T1n1perial Con1feren1ce .un 
til P.arliame·nt had ·m·e.t an1d vote 
money to give work and t10 alleviat 
the 1sufferiin.gs .and privation o.f hi 

1peo1p,Je. But what dfd our Go1vern.m~n 

clo? They put lots of men to work o 
!the !highroads 1all the .Summer, and i 
the .m 10,nth of Qcitobe·r after voting on 
million dollar1s .to end un·emploY1men 
they turne1d .all the ·men off the h igh. 
·roa.d.s 1and tl1en they re·sorted to th 
·pract'i1ce of givi1ng out dole. .Ain d thi 
notwithstrundin1g the f.act that th· 
,sam·e government told the .counrt1 y in 
1928 that d·ole w·as de:gra:d1atio,n an 
thart wo1 k was indepen1den1c.e. Mr 
MacKenzie I(ing further s1ays in lhi 
criticism: 

(Re:ads) 

I s 1ay that too, and our governme.at,. 
after being iJn power for tw·o 1and a 
half years '\vithout doing .anything fo 
the peo1ple, cann·ot complaiin if from 
this time for·\var1d, •so far as the Op
position is co·ncerned in dealing wit 
their sins of 01mtssio•n, and commiission, 
we giv~ the·m no q u.arter. The Prime 
l\1Iinister here on opening day .dre· 
1a co.m1parison with other c·ou:ntries and 
told us What the veople of Newfound-

• 
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I.ari.d had. He said that th~y h~ad 

t · seven million dollars in. the twen Y · . 
· g,s Bank· tl1rut they owned their 

sav111 1 

' 

own homes, ogardenis and 1Caiblba·ge 

t l es a.itc · th,at the~ carrle1d fifty 
pa c 1 ' v • , • • 

n,illion dollars in hfe msuranc·e and 
t:hat there wais one and a half million 
dollars ·paid in life insuriance 
premiums last ye1ar. There are two 

nd a half million men unemployed in 
8. 
EI1glan,d today an·d tlhere aire six 
hundred men in Entgland vvo'rth .more 
than on·e n1illio1n pou·n 1ds each. I 1s not 
tl1is co,n1pa,rison just as good as the 
Prin1e Minister's. 

lit is all 'rery well for the Prime 
Minister to say th'at the people of 
Newfoundland ha·d twenty seven ·mil
lion' dollars in. the S.avin·g Bank, 'but 
J1e ·did not say whose n1oney it was. 
'¥hat fis1l1erman 'i·n N e1wfo,u~n1dland to
day who is lo1okin1g f OT' the b·are ne
cessaries o~f life 1ca.n boasrt of a bank. 
aecount? I ·am sure the men who were 
Iookin1g for dole this winrter do not, 
an1d tl1e in·en who do own the twent~ 
seven millions are lilOt goi1ng to 0 1pen 
their purse strin1gs an.d give it out to 
those less fortuna~tely .situated tha.n 
they are. I h,ave heaf(d that 1statement 
of the Pri1me Minister's b·efore burt it 
is no ctiterion· of 1eonditions as they 
actuall1y are. 

There is not one in a tho·usand of the 
peo1ple w·ho have mone·Y i 1n the B1an1ks 
loo'king to be sustai1ned by Govern
ment relief, but th·ere are thousands 
of fishermen and other workless men 
in Newf·oundlan·d tod.ay ,who are look'"' 
in·g for poor relie.f [or the1mselves an·d 
their fa.milies, and, if the,re were five 
times as :1n1uch mon·ey in the Sav3in1g 
Bank, it wouf.d not malre any difference 
to the poor mortals who diid no1 m1ake 
more than ·One or two hundred dol
lars each out of last S11mmer's fishery 
to keep their families for twelve 
months. 

I kn·ow oif peo'ple in m.y 0 1wn distri·0t 
vv·ho sl1ipped to rplanters last S11m1mer 
a '.nd did n·ot 1clear more than· ·$170 or 
$180 a.nd out of that ,amount of 111oney 
vvere called upon to feed then1selves 
an·d their 1families until they ship again· 
this s ·pring. . . 

Now what good i.s it 1going to do . 
that class of fisihermen to kn·ow tha.t 
h'is nei-gh1bor got $1,0001 in the Savin·g 
Bank an\d if I h.ave an· amount )f 

money in. the ·Savi,n1g Ba.n1k wh.at goo'd 
is tha1t to my friend Mr. E1n1erson, 
who is a star"'"v'ing lawy.e1r? No, Sir, not 
a ·bit in the wo1r 1ld, and when that 
sta;teim,ent is .m'.ade by the Prime Min
ister it is done for .buoy1,ng up the 
cro1w·d, kee1pin'g up their s1pirits., 1but 
that soap bub1ble will burst an,d W'hen 
it does the who1le thing will come 
dowin with a bang, .and the Colonial 
Secreitary well know.s that burst 'vill 
l1ap1pen by the end of June next when .. 
the Government w1ill 1be called u1p101n to 

,1p1a·y the bills: The Government ar'e hot 
goin1g to get a way with the small 
amo.unit o.f money they tJhought they 
vvere, and if they think the~ ·are they 
are livi1ng in a "fo·ol's paradise." 

The Relieving Offi.1cers in t11e ot1t
ports have ·had to feetd the people, 
l1eruce the Go,rern1nent ,are :not going 
to have ,an easy ti.me of it vvith regard · 
to voting mon·ey to 1meet the bills. I 
asked a question today in, tlhe House 
aJbout that very sa,m·e thing and I 
trust th.at the 'Commissioner· of Puiblic 
Ch·arities will go1 thro·u:gh his bills and 
give u.s a full statement a·s to what 
i1 :not .paid, bec·ause I w'ill 1guarantee 
you, Sir,-an·d I have the proof of my 
statement i:n tl1e Audito,r Gener'al's 
Report-that ,you will 1be voting $20,-
000 ea·c'h month betw.een now and 
next Se1pte!mfber to, pay tJhe bills for 
the ruble-1bodied p1au!per · relief given 
out in the .Winter of 1931. That went 
en last year and it is going to go on 
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again this year be,cause there is more 
.pove,rty in the out1p.or1ts this ye1ar rtha:n 
has been exper'ie,nced in New1fo,un1d-
1a·nd for the p'ast forlty years. 

It stan,ds to rea,son, that 1conditions 
are bad be1ca·u1se the fishermen goit a 
very poor price for their fish. Tlhe 
people in my distr,ict, through n·o· fault 
of their own, m1ade) bad · sh and g·ot 
0 1nly $2.75 a quintal ~or it. It was an 
exceipitionally warm s ·u·m·mer· ·and the 
fish split in 'p,ie1ce1s and no cull or 
standardization co1uld have saved it. 
Hen1ce the fisher1men were una:ble to 
p1ay their merichants for' su!p1plies and 
are now hun,dre,ds ·01f dollars in delbt. 
But I k:now wh·at is keeping tJhem alive 
this Winter and the G1overnm.ent kno'v 
too. Why ·did not the Go.vern,m.en t 
take the advi1ce of the A1u1dit1or Gen
eral, as co1nitJaine·d in hi1s Report, and 
come dO·'\Vn like men and have the 
m1oney voted for relief in the House 
instead o'1~ voitin1g $20,000 e·a•ch mon1th 
by Minut -of-1Co1uncil. 

Tihe G ve·rn,ment say we are only 
raisin(g the cry of '"Wolf! Wolf" But 
I 1say here n.ow, th,a.t ~ou'll find th,at 
wol1f at your very door' before Jun1e is 
out, an:d I'll tell you why. It's be,cause 
our earni.n1g ,po1wer is five millio1n dol
dollars le·s1s thi1s year than i1t was in 
1929. This ye·ar the mer'chants have 
not ;been paid anrd next year the 
me1rch.ants will noit be ,aible to supiply, 
and ·still in the face oif that peo\ple 
say there is no de1pression an!d that 
f,he Op1p1osition is .merely perse'cU!fing 
the Minister's of the Go.ver:n,ment. \V'e 
are told a'gain that ther'e is over 
twe1nty rseven million1 dollar1s in the 
Saving Banks o'f the coiuntry, 1but as 
I s-aid before, there is little C101mfo,rt in 
th,at to the starvin,,g m1an 1

• 

What 1comfo,rt is it to the man on 
d·ole to know th3Jt his next d1oor 
nei.gh1bor, has ,a cou·ple or three 
thous·a:nd dollar's in the Saving Bank? 

The on1ly W'ay it 1Can do an1y g010d to 
him is fo-r the Government to ,pass an 
Act empowerin1g it to .seize the 111il
lio,ns in the ,S'a ving Ban,ks an,d dis .. 
tr'i'bute ithe.m a'mo.ng1sit the poor 1of the 

. country, and to 1seize an;d app1ly the 
million dollars which .is paid in life 
insurrance pr1e:miums to P·OO·r· relie1f. It 
t'he1y a.re 1coura1geo1u1s in 01ne thing let 
them be coura,ge,o,us 'in ano1the·r. As it 
is th1ose millions in t'he 'S'a vin1g B·anks. 
are .abso:utely n10 1goo·d to the 1poor 
mo,rtals who are lo·oking for dole·. It 
has 'n·o eJfect on 1t'hose who :h:ave to 
run to the Relievin·g Officer l1001{ing 
for tihe me·anrs to ke·erp body ·and so,ul 
together. l 'f ;pro·p,a·~anda w~re needed 
tha:t's the lbesit we on' this side of th 
H·o'u1se co,uld loo,k for as everyibod 
kn·ows i:t is not true. 

Therets ·an1othe·r thin1g I want to deal 
with and :th·at 'is ithe Prime Minister's 

·s1peech ,on the O'pen·i1n1g ;d·ay 0 1f the ses
sion when, ·he said he wo1uld tell the 
House w·hy the G'ander Deal h3Jd n'ot 
been 1c·omplete·d. The reason he said 

· that w;as 1be1c,ause the Reids wanited 
fi:flteen million dollars for themiselves. 
Now Mr. Con·r'o,y's letter whi·ch is 
ta·bled to:day s1ays th.ait Reid.s didn't 
wanlt mo.re ithan: 40 % of fifteen million 
d1ollars. Ever,yo1ne knows that the 
Reid,s will require 'Some mo,ney 
their o,utlay of years, anld who can 
bla;me them,. They 'h1ave 'been spending 
money ste,adily now for over· five yea.rs 
trying to swin,g the pro·pos'ition. A 
f,a.Jb·ulous .s,um, h,a.s ,been spenrt by the·m 
in the making of maps alon,e. They 
h 1ave expen1detl mo.ney lavishly. They 
have s1pent 'all they had, and have bo1r
r1owed mor'e tihan· a millio,n dollars 
from Mr. Bu1tler· 1besides and 
i):}usines.s 1s now in the h'ands o·f re-

• ce1ver.s. 

· Who 1can bl3Jme the1m now w]len 
they seek to re.cover whrut they h,ave 
e~pended? For years and years s ome 
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. 111ployees have 1gon·e without of t11e1r e 
· 1arY whatsoever, ·a;nd Mr. anY sa . · 
's letter says tl1at whrut the·y 

conro~ . 
1 k ing for n,0w 1s not fo·rty per 

are oo . 
t f fifteen rm1illion dollars. W1tl1 cen o 

. ·vate 'deal ibe1tween the Hea.rsts tl1e pl I 
and tlle Reid1s we are n1ot 1con1cerned, 

t e a re concerne'd whether the btl y.,~ 

Gander Deal doe.s go through O·r' n1ot, 
nd last year I say that de1al was as 

:ear conipletion as it was pos1si\ble to 
be. But as r was not in 1the c1ountry at 
the tiiine I will leave ·it to my Hon. 
Leader to de·al with w·hat 1ha·p1pened 
last year as he is well .alble to do. But 
I do say ithis, that last year ,a deal 
near completion was pla·ced be1fore the 
Govern111ent and in1steaa · oif turnin'g it 
do,vn they had a r'ight to follo·w it up, 
and try and put through .a de1al in the 
best interests ·Of the 1country. Is this 
\vhat ha.ppened? There w.as so1me ·op
position in the Govern1ment itself be
cause a 1guarantee of fifrteen' million 
dollars was requested. That i1s far dif
ferent from W'hat the Prime Minister· 
said; he said the Reids wanted fifteen 
n1illion dollars for themselves and he 
\VOt1ld not table the ·Correspondence 
deali11g with these ne.got'iatio,ns. 

It's true a guarantee was asked for 
but what was the differen·ce 10f guar
anteeing for the Gander fifteen million· 
dollars on a 1seve1n'ty 1million doll1ar ex
renditure and gu·aranteeing for' the 
Ht1mber ten million doll,ars on twenty 
five million expen1ditrure? Ten1 million 
dollars 'vas gu·ar1an1teed the H:umlber 
in 1923 on an expendiure of t 1wenty 
five millions, and n1ow in· 1930 fifteen 
million cannot 1be guaranteed on a 
seventy five millio.n expenditure. 
Wl1at's the rea.son. :for this? It is ·be
cause the Prime Minister re,alise·s his 
mistake after eigih1t year·s. Other mem
bers of the Government were 01p1posed 
to the Gander Deal bec·ause they 
thought it would hinder the sale o·f 
Labrador as a whole. I kn·ow ,of one 

me1mber in particular, a.t ,any rate, 
who wa.s 11ot in favour of the de,al be
cause he held thait 01pinion. 

The sale of Lrubra,dor .a 1s a whole, in 
my opinion is an u1tter i'mpossibdlity, 
and the only way t ,o se1cure develo1p
menit of it is iby having its r1aw 

1ma:terial taken from there· and ·man·u
faJctured in 'this 1country. T'he only 
way t1hat we 'vill ever 1get any value 
fro.m. the Labr:ado·r, is to· bring the 
wood .and ·piul,p ifrom there a.nd turn 
out the finished pro·dU!Cit from mills in 
Newfo1undland. No mill·s will ever be 
ere·c:ted on t:he Lalbrador itself. No one 
is ever goin1g to put u:p a thousand 
ton a day mill on the Labrador where 
there is nort all the year· round shi1p
in'g fa1cilities. The thing in 1my mind 
i1s a1n uitter impossi1bility. Buit we can 
develop the La1brador by erecting mills 
in Newfoundland, an·d not lby selling 
it as a w'hole. Those who· were afra'id 
th1ait the Gan1der Dea.I w1ould hinder 
the sale O·f ,the La'brador were th1ose 
who1m Mr. de 1Cham·plain had 01bviou1sly 
p11lled rthe wool over their eyes-a 
speculato.r who1 woul·d ·sell Newfound
land itself if he thought tt would do 
hi1m any :go1od-and he seems to have 
take·n in s1ome members Oif the govern
me,nit with ·his ro·sy sche1m·e1s. 

I do say, Mr. Speaker, that that 
·contr'act should h ,ave ,been fin·alized 
last year. Lt ita.kes two to make a 
bargain, and I think thait if negotia
tions had been1 ·persue·d With vigo·ur 
last year, 1terms could have been ar
r1ived at, and we wo.uld have .a mill 
being erec1ted on the Gander t 1his year·, 

·and I .say f·urrther that 1the ,govern
me·nt are e.ntirely at fault in letting 
the 01p·portunity slip. 'They kne·-vv when 
the 1business was goin1g O·Il · that the 
Heart1s interest had to get paper from 
a ;prlQposed new imill before Novem'ber, 
1933, and i'f :the ·mill was not erec;ted 
in th,at ,time they would not b·e inter
ested in the pro.position. 
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Therefore when there w1as ;no. hope 
of a ·contra1ct wi.th this Govern1ment in 
1930 Hearst went to· ·Can·ad·a and trie·d 
to make a de·al with the ·C·anada, 
Power and Paper Company. He made 
a :tentative .agreemen1t with the Can
ada Po\ver 'and Paper· •Co.m·pany, 
whose mills were ·operatin1g last year 
at o.nly 70% of the.ir 1capacity, so that 
all they had to do was to speed up 
their pr·oduiction ito. 90% capacity to 
satisfy Hearst. 

I fir•mly believe thrut if negotiation·s 
ha'd been entered in1to• in the pro·per 
nlanner an agreement wo·uld have been 
arrived at, an·d th'is year in.stead o·f 
having ·4,000 men e1m1ployed on the 
Highr·oads, we would have them work-
ing on the Gande1r. 

In 1928 when1 he wenrt to the coun
try the Prime Minister told the people 
of the co.untry that he ·had the G.ander 
prop.osi'tion p:riructically in his pocket. 
Now he and mem1bers who told their 
distric,ts thi1s will have t10 face the 
fa cits 1be•ca·use they will surely have to 
tell their people why there is no 
Gander. 

I was tol'd lby a ·ma.n fr·om Bay 
d 'E·s1poir that w·hen the representativ·e 
or that Distriic:t .got the Bay d'Espoir 
' rote ·they fir·mly believe·d that a mill 
,,-ot1ld -Oe ere.cted ·u·p there a1s promis
ed. The Pri1me Minister told the people 
in his manifesto thiat he then had a. 
mill rea.dy to start on· rthe S·o•uth West 
Coast. T\vo an1d a 'half years have no,~v 
passed si11ce the manifesto was p11b -

li s·hed and there have ibeen no mills 
erected eitl1er on tlhe South \\Test • 

Coast or on the G.ander, .nor is the: re 
a.ny sign of one to be erected in the 
near fut11re, I 1sin·cerely ho·pe there 
will be. However, we will see. I am 
·very much afraid that the· promoters 
did not knO·W the type of people tl1ey 
were dealin1g with. 

I no·w co1m~ to w·hat mighrt 'be term ... 
ed a ·funny ·p.ar.agr·a;ph and will deal 
\Vith the s .pee1ch fro,m the Thr:one and 
critiicise it if I may. The part I refer 
to is "T·he ·Co-operrutio.n of the Empire 
M.arke1tin1g Board of London w'i1th the 
Go1vern·men1t of this C·olony as arrang
ed by my Prime Miniister." 

Nothing ap1paren1tly happ·en1s in Eng .. 
lish or Newfoundland politic.s that th 
Prime Minister does not take credit 
for startin1g. I w·a.s amuse.a. duri.ng theJ 
Vi'kin.g Disaster when the Pri:me Min 
isrter tried to tal\:e all the ·cr·edirt from 
the Ministe·r of Marine and Fisherie 
for the wo·rk done in that conneciti10 
and it was only \.Vhen the Minister de 
m.anded that the work a.nd miessage 
be senlt throu.gfu his department rtha 
he suc1ceeded in getting the credit and 
of ;keeping it fro·m the Prime Minister 
who really d1d nothin1g in connectio 
with it. 

T·he Emipire Mar'keting Boar·d ·dis
tinctly s1tates they were waitin·g u.ntil 
the Prim·e Minister arrived, not to co·n
s1ul t 'him aJbout tlheir operations, but 
inform him just how much money t he 
vvere willing to S'pend in this coutnry. 
I believe th.at if there were a prop·o·si
tion started in the moon and the ray 
of it re.~ched down to N,ew'fo.undland 
thrut the Prime Minister would try to 
take the credit for starting :Lt, 'but he 
should 1be 1a ware tlhat N ewfoun.d1'and
ers know that type ·Of perso·n and are 
wise eniough to only .give cre,dit where 
·credit is due. They are quick to re
co·gnize an im1p1oster. 

Another instance of his tryin 
to take credit is where h·e tries to 
credit himself "\Vith the programme of 
re-railing the railroad. It was start
ed :by the Monroe, Government, and 
three sections of the roadbed were 
done by them. A diversion of 
railway in order that the bad and dif
ficult p1arts of the 'railway at the 
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Gaff Topsails b·e avoided was plan-
11ed and started by the Monro·e Gov
ernment and was being helped by the 
.. i\..N.D. Co. of Grand Falls. but wl1at 
happened to it when the present an
tagonistic government came into 
power? It could not com·e. to any 
agreement or make 1any sat1s:factory 
arrangements with the 1Companies in
terested~ with the result that we are 
still going over the To.psails, at a 
O"reat loss to the country .and at · a 
b 

g·reat disadvantage and inconve,nie·nce 
to the travelling commu11ity and the 
n1oney tl1at was already expended is 

'"asted. 

The manner of electing r·epresenta
tives by· the Secret B.allot came into 
force i11 1887, and I am surprised that 
he does not claim the credit for that. 
It was lbrought in by what was then 
termed the Tory Government, w·hicl1 
\Vas in power between 1885 and 1889 
and I first heard it s·poken of when I 
was a small boy that Sir Robert Bond 
introduced the Ballot Act. It must 
have been Sir Richard Squires. 

I wjll now read for you the section 
of the Spee·ch from the Throne de·al
ing with the Imperial Conference: 

"In the autumn of last year my 
Pri1ne Minister 1ha,d the privilege of 
meeting the· Ministers of the Ho.m·e
lancl and the Ministers from the other 
Dominions at the Imperial Conference 
held in London. Constitutional and 
economic questions of grave import
a11ce affecting the whole Em·pire 
passed und·er review. The genius of 
the . British race in government is 
sho\vn in their po"\vers of adaptabil
ity to circ11mstances as they arise. 
The discussion of the intricate and 
often vexatious problems, the meetings 
of l\1inisters face to face around the 
Conference Board, and the more in
timate realization of the difficulties 
confronting the respective Dominions 

of this great Empire, will tend to a 
larger sympathy between the com
pone11t me.n1bers of tl1e Einpir·e, and 
lay fou11dation stones upon which will 
be builded a greater an·d more ltast
ing structure. It g.ive.s me pleasure 
to state that this Dominion was hon
ored when His Majesty the· King ap
poin te·d the· Prime Minister as a me1n
ber of his Privy Council." 

· Our Prime Minister w1hen 'he spoke 
regarding the· Im:perial Conference in
for.med us that in his opinion it was a 
great success and that wonde·rful 
tl1ings had been accomplished. Now I 
'vould ask you to listen t<> what the 
Ron. Ma,cKenzie King has to say on . . . 
tl1e Imperial Conferenc1e·, and I want 
you to remember that he is address
ing himself to a country that has nine 
millions of p·eopl~. He1 says that the 
Imperial .Conference· 'va.s. a fiasco. 

T1h·e Prime l\!Iinister went ·as· repre
senting N·e·wfoundlan·d and a Liberal 
Government. He met a La·bor Gov
ernme·nt. Li:b·eral representatives came 
up from Australia and New Zealand 
and ou.t of the whole lot of repr·es·en
tatives there was only one Tory re
presentative, and he was the· r·epre
ser1tative of Canada. 

' 

The ouinion of th·e 1Canadian states-
L 

man \Vas. as I said b·e.fore. that the 
Conference· was a fiasco . He claims 
thJat it did nothing for any of the 
no.minions except c·onfirm what was 
don·e in 1.926. ·Sending ·our represe·nta
tive to the Im.perial Conference cost 
th.is country betw·een fi:fte·en. and twen- . 
t:y thot1sand dollars in exp·ense, despite 

• 

the fa.ct that t·he British Government 
paid the ·e:x:pense·s of the delegate·s 
trom this and other countries. The 
Prime Minister drew the sum of 
$5,346.00 for his own expenses from 
the treasury of this country, and 
$2, 7 49.00 for expense of his chief 
clerk and $1,500.00 for the expenr,·es 
of his secretary. 
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The result of the ·Conference is that 
we are a,sked to enter i1nto D·ominion 
Status. My great-granfat:her, grand
father and father have· lived und·er 
Colonial Status and the protection of 
the Motherland and the treatment re
ceived was al ways of the, best and is 
good enough for m 1e. 

I think we have received fair tr,eat
ment from the Old Country. Is it be
cause Mr. Hertzog wants to be free 
from England, fre·e to se,cede wh·en h·e 
wants to, that w·e should want to fol
low his example; we, the Oldest Col
ony in the .British Empire, the fairest 
ge,m in the· British Crown, why should 
we follovv Mr. Hertzog. Th·ese are my 
sentiments. I did not mean to express 
the·m until the Bill came 'before the 
House, but there· they are. I don't 
want Newfoundland to secede from 
the British crown. Tlld old flag that 
has braved th·e· battle anf~ the breeze 
for so long is good enough for me 
I don't want to appPar a11 t1ltra patri
ot or ultra-British, ~but I can't h-elp 
saying this. I don't want to se·e it 
h·appen. I wouldn't mind if we wer·e :1 

col1ntry with a population of te11 
million p·eople, but a country with a 
ouarter of one million people and a 
h.unclred million dolla.r debt, to be 
thrown on our own resources, to ha.ve 
nothing more to rlo witl1 Great Bri
tain, and to be told 'to' Pctdclle our 
own canoe." If we require to be <le
fended from invasion we wl~l l1a·v·e to 
build a navy to C.efe11d ourseI·\rC?s, we 

· 'vould g·et no help from tl1E Mother 
~011ntrv , we wo11id b~ thrown absc
!utelv on our o'..vr. r0sources . 

• 

The statesmen who attended the 
1926 Conference heard Mr. BJ-lfour 
vvhen he told then1 that if thev "\\'ant-• 

ed their freedom, here it is, 11 ·3 l1arl 
the papers all ready and would move 
to n11llify the Colonial Validity Act ;:;o 
that you hav,e the right to sececle 

a.nd our Prim·e Minister said he di dn' 
wa nt to secede. There· is a Confer 
ei1ce being held in Canada in Apri 
and I don't tl1ink that Mr. Benn t:t 
will get the provinces to agree t 
change the British North Amerie .. 
Act to allow th·em to se,ced·e. No,v 
everybody knows my feelings on th 
matter and I am prepared to wait fo 
th·e wonde·rful secret session that 'v 
ar·e going to have, when I will expres 
my ·view further. 

\Vhen the present Minister of F in 
ance and Customs was on this side o 
the House he demanded, without le 
up, that the· Finance Minister of th 
time put _in his Budget the deficits o 
the Railway and .have the payroll 
passed here. He was very anxious t 
hav·e that done. He·. promised to d 
it and now he has brought down tw 
B·udgets and not yet have the, de 
fi cits of the Railway app1eared there 
in. If the deficit had appeared las 
year we, would have a deficit fo r th 
country of $235,000, but by the m ani 
pulation of current account into capi 
tal acount, and other ways that th 
Finance Ministers and Auditor Gen 
erals have of turning one· acc.ount in 
to another~ the l\1inister showed a .sur 
plus of $144,000, but ther·e was a Rail 
way deficit of $385,000, or a quarte 
of a million deft.ct if the Railway d 
ft.cit were added to the B.udget. Wha 
-vvould have, happ·ened if t 1he in com 
tax and the business profits tax ha 
not gon·e on? Th·ere· was $930,000 re 
~eived from the Business Profits Ta 
and Income Ta:-: last year. I f t · 
had not gone on there would 1have 'bee 
a de·ficit of a million dollars. Th 
Bu.siness Profits Tax is paid in 
first instance by the business men 
·but it is passed on by the.m to the con 
sun1er, and the consumer pays a s h 
always doe·s. There was a man int 
my office today talking to me in con 
nection with the propDsed taxation o 



• 
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d buckets. He told me a alvanise 
g things that opened my eyes. He 
fe''T b • 

f the amount of money us1-
told me 0 • 

le get over and above their 11ess peop . 
d expenses. He said he was costs an 

. Newfoundland very long and he llOt Ill 1 

t going to stay very much ,vas no 
The difference between the longer. . . 

t nd the selling price is too great, cos a . . 
l 't i's the consumer who is paying. anc i 

E rv year the government came inve ~ 

t ower tlie Finance Minister in-
o p d' 

creased the estimates and expen i-

t Last year the expenditure was ure. 
· creased by nearly $400,000. In 1929 in 
tbe Revenue was $10,025,649.06 and the 
expeiiditure was $11,132,822.43, or the 
expendit11re was increased $391,897 .40. 
111 1930 the revenue was $1.1,470,541.41 
aiid the expenditure was $11,461,773.15, 
or the expenditure was increased 
$328,951.00. In the two years the ex
penditure was increaised, and for 
y~nl1ich the people must pay $720,848.40. 
If the expenditure had not bee·n in
creased the people need not have· been 
taxed; it would come out a nearly 
even sheet. 

JIR. SKANES.-Didn't he balance 
'his B11dget? 

llIR. Pt1"DDESTER.-I told you how 
be balanced his Budget. Why didn't 
you listen; if you can't take it in I 
can't help it. Now, the Customs rev
enue is going down; it was· predicted 
botl1 in this Hou1se and the Upper 

• • House that t1he revenue was going 
do,vn, and very seriously going down, 
ar~ d there are none who know it bet
ter than some of the members of this 
House. We either have to decrease ex
penditure, or increase the· revenue; 
tl1ere is no other way out if the Min
ister is to ·balance his Budget. I 
would like to draw to the attention of 
tl:.e lVIinister a speech delivered in re
ply to tl1e Speech from the T1hrone in 
o.11other place. This is a very serious 

sjtuation and I think it should be 
drawn to the atte11tion of the Colonial 
Secretary. Thi1s is an extract frorn 
the speech of the mover of the Ad
dress in another place. 

(reads) 

Isn't that a terrible situation? It is 
a very se·rious statement to be made 
by a member of another House. I 
think the· Government should take it 
up. I am of opinion that the· Finance 
Minister of the Monroe Government 
did not go half far enough, he should 
have gone a great deal farther than he 
did; and I say to this Governm,ent, 
your duty is clear, e,ven if it may hurt 
your friends or those who contributed 
to your campaign funds. If that state 
of affair1s is continued next year, we 
shall have something more to say 
about it. 

1· advise you, politica.l office-holders, 
to be in reality holders of office·s, not 
figureheads. I tell you you must go 
down to your offices and be bosses, 
and not let your deputie1s run you, and 
yot1 m11st keep a tight hand on the 
purse·-strings. This sort of thing must 
be stopped, it can't go on; it's just as 
well to face it now. It's· no use in 
putting it off. Remember Micawber'.s 
advice to David Copperfield? Remem
ber what Dickens makes him say to 
Copperfield: "Income £ 20 0. 0., ex-

- . 
penditure £ 19 19. 11 1;2-result happi-
ness; income £ 20 0. 0., exp·enditure 
£ 20 0. 6-result misery." Misery, un
less something is done, if Government 
keeprs on as it has done since 1928. 

Our twenty-seven millions in the 
savings bank or our fifty million of 
insurance won't save llS. Unless we 
can cut do,vn our ·expenditure we're 
f::icing .blue ruin. We can't go on vot
jr1g subsidies. Last year we voted 
$56.000 .00 for two ~i.ps, most of it 
ab·solutely llnnecessary-$28,000.00 of 
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' 

it any,va.y-for Channel-Ramea service. 
It is not going to be voted this year 
if the Opposition can help it. What's 

· going to happen when the man comes 
out from the Bank of 1England on be
half of the b.ond-l1olders, wl1at is he 
going to say to us. He will tell · us 
what he told Australia: Cut Y.our ex
pe·nditt1re; cut out your ·services . 

' 
.i\nd we're going to take our medicine 
and pay for our sins. What is this 
Government, leaving to posterity-a 
bankrt1pt country. 

What is Bennett doing i11 C·anad·a, 
\vha't did Kin.g 1say he was goin.g to do 
in his spee·ch. He ·has a hundred ·mil
lion ·dollar defici't he'rs going to c·ut 
expenditure fifty million dollars an.d 
he is goinrg to r·aise fifty million do1l
lars more b·ut he is not going to bor
row it. Canada hasn't ;borro,ved a ·dol
lar sin1ce the war. "\V·hat have we !bor
rowed since the war? Double what ·the 
was co1st, and the \Var 1cost us 18 mil
lion dollars. 

Last year the govern1nent spent 
· $193,000.00 for pau,per relief and the 
d·ole. I thougl1t the dole meant de
gradrution and work meant inde:pen:d
e,n1ce. I see'm to have heard it 011 a 
gram.a.phone somew'here yet we have 
to vote $193,000.00 for degradaition. 
$413 ;000.00 was 'Spent in t'vo years 
since the governm1ent came into power 
on dole or a1ble-bodied relie'f. The guv
er11ment must curt these exrtravagant 
expen.ses, we ·can1~t go on raising fur
ther loans. s .ince this government 
came inito power they have spent 
$6 .000 ~0 00 00 more than w;as voted and 
yet they had to go to tl1e Bank of 
Montreal and borro"\v a further $500,-
000.00 to run· the country, and ac.cor·d·
In·g to the S.peeclh from the Throne it 
is intende"d to raise a further lo1an 
\Vb ich "rill, \Ve are told, be used in 
raying off deficits and for other ca_p-. 
ital expenditt1re. 

I't has to stop, the poorer ·clasise 
\ 

and the under-dogs 1c:an't stand it 
These are the 1people the Go·vernmen 
was goin1g 1to help, they can't stan· 

• 

this taxa1tio·n and now it's getting s 
thr~t t!he mliddle-classes can1't stand it. 
If the governme.nit will try and 1cu 
thi1s extravagant expen!diture the Op 
position will d·o all in their power t 
hel1p the'm for things are in a ver 
serious con·dition .and wh~n a countr 
keep,s on borro1win·g .as we are doin 
there we are treadin1g on very da,n 
serious gro1und. And they 'have 1bee 
doin1g it f.or a nu1m1ber of years. Thi 
goverment is no greater ·sinner i 
that respect than .any oitlher go·ver.n 
men:t; they are borrowin·g mon.ey t 
,pay deficiits, and I1ave !been borrowin 
n1oney !because the people of the ,coun 
try 1could n·ot afford to give us \Vl1a 
we wanted to spen:d. 

"\Ve borrow $1,000,000.00 this y·ear 
,and nexi year we 1b·orrow $50,000 i 
adva.n·ce to pay the intere1st ·on· wha 
we borrowed last year; next year w 
1borrow $11,000 or $12,000 to pay th 
interest 1on that. Tell me, 
men, where that is going to land an 
country. I think tlhis governrnen 
ou_ght sl1ow to the people that 1the 
intend to live within their income, 
that they intend to stop, borro\V.ing 
a,nd they have on1ly rgot one mo·re ses 
sion in whi:ch to do it, perh.a1ps t·he 
may not have th.at one. Loan bills al 
the time! I think I have covered preit1: 
\vell all that is worth 1covering in th 
S·peech fro1m the T1hrone. 

As I said before, it is hard fo r a 
oppositio·n mem1ber to say anythin 
·constru1ctive on a Srpee1ch from the 
Throne that has nothffn·g in it, n o le 
gislation foreshado\ved that is of an'Y; 
1bene1fit to New1foundland. There is not 
a sin1gle ray oif hope in that Spee·ch 
not o·ne, f.or the people of N ewfountl
la.nd who have been so 11ard_ pressed 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 77 

. tl1e past two years; n,ot a ray 
dt1r1ng d'd h . The first year we I ·ave 
of hope. B'.11 d . botlt a smelters i an omething a . 
s . lse abourt a Telepl1·one Bill. son1etl11ng e 

we had a prognostic.ation Last year . 
the Gander Bill. There IS not 

abo11t . , ff t 
. 1 thing in this year s e or a singe 

Offer a ray o.f hope to any tl1at can 
1 in Newfoundland. I de!fy any 

peo·P e . th' . 
nlan to say that there IS .any In1g In 
that that 'vill benefit the comm.on 

le of Newifo.undland. I propose to . peop - .. 
'd t you from the official reco·rds rea o 

of this House what the G·overnment 

l done since it ,came into power to 
1as . fi t 
benefit the under-dogs. In their rs 

f Offi ce th·ey p.ass·ed 38 Acts. Th.e yeiar o ' 
House will bear with me when I read 
down the Acts ,t 0 show you. if I am 
ccrrect when I say they hav·e done 
nothin.g to benefit the people of New-

foundland. 

(Reads list of Acts p1assed in' 1929.) 

Legislative Disa1bilirties Act. That 
ena:bled five mem1bers of this House 
to tal~e jobs in the Agriculture and 
and Mines Department. 

(Re.ads) 

Pu'blic Utilities 1C·ommission: It took 
a year and a hal!f for a Commission 
to be ap1poin1ted. According to the re
port ·brought down yesterday they 
worked on a numlber o.f thin'gs, had a 
few meetings, took a lot of evidence, 
and discovered ithat bread could 1be 
.so.Id for ten cents instead of twelve, 
but when they come to pu1t their find
ings into effecit they find tha:t they 
had no power to enforice the law; now 
there is another Act co·ming to amend 
that Act, I a1n nort s·urprise'.d at it; 
they appoint a Pu1blic Utilities Com
mission, let them work for a year, 
call evidence, incur lots of expense, 
and tl1en discover they have no power. 
Now they come to look for power. 

(Re,ads) 

These are the Acts ·of 1929. No·w I 
will read the A0ts of 1930. Every me1n
·ber of 1the House will be able to judge 
wha;t benefits came fro·m the doings 
of this Government for the past two 
and a half years. 

S1teel Co.mp1any's Act. That was .go
in1g to furnish em1ployment 011 Bell Is
land for a full staff the ye.ar round . 
Now they a.re working on half ti·n1e. 
How is it there wa1s n1ot 1a clause in 
that Act to for·ce the employment of 
men. The ·Ciom,panies .are godng to give 
work on half time all t·he sumn1er. 

(Reads) 

1Sm1all Towns Ele0tri1c Lighrting Act. 
Th.at is an Act \Vhich enalbles the peo
ple of Con.ception . Bay from Harlb·or 
M.ain down to· Old Perlican to meet 
together, ha.ve a 1pulbli1c 'meeting, order 
lights o,n the strees, and then· put 
their h.ands in their pockerts and p1ay 
for them. I was not here when that 
.Act was pass.ed. 

(Reads) 

There are the Acits; 38 in one ses
·Si·on an'.d 28 in another; 66 Acts pass
ed in two sess!i-ons, an1d not on·e single . 
Act to ·carry out the poli1c.y , that the 
Prime Min1ister went to the country 
on and announced in his famous 
manifesto over a .gra~aphone, which 
I shall ne}Gt go into, an1alyse and talk 
a1bou1t. For that · purp·ose I am goin·g 
to p·ostpone my rem:arks until to-mor
row and 'v·o1uld move the adjo.urnment 
of t·he debate. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
__.l\1r. . Speaker, since we have been 
waiting two· weeks for these remarks, 
why no let U·S have a night session 
and get through business? 

• 
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HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
lVIr. Speaker, any n1ight after to-night; 
the members on th'is side h1ave a party 
enigagement to-night. 

MR. BROWN-<Mr. Speaker, we as 
outport ·mem,bers have come here to 
attend this ses·si-0n. We don't wan1t to· 
be held here all the summer. The 
House h.as now been .open for over 
two weeks. It has ·been held up chiefly 
owing t·o the Viking disaster. If the 
sessio·n ·can be got thr·ough by having 
night sessions why n,ot have a ni1ght 
sessio.n? Men living 'in St. John's and 
not havin,g board to p.a.y ·can e,asily 
come here. I see no re·ason why we 
can't have a ni'ght session to-ni1ght and 
continue havin1g night sessi1ons. 

MR. SKEANS-Mr. Spea.ker, I am 
in accord with Mr. Brown. I think we 
should ca.rry on. Mr'. Puddester was 
\ivaiting for que·stions; he will prob
a·bly be looking for some. I hope that 
the Oppo·sition will be with t!he ou.t
port mem1bers. We know that the Vi
king dis.aster has ciaused delay. I an1 
sure that the Opp·osition memfbers will 
agree witl1 c:arrying on t·o-night. 

MR. PUDDESTER----Mr. Speaker, as 
far as I .a·m concerned, I am only too 
glad to facilitate the governme.nt after 
to-ni·ght. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, in view ·Of the request 
of the Leader of the Opposition saying 
that lhe has S·ome ·party arranlgement 
to-night, I .am only too hap·py to CQn
cur. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
- Mr. Speaker, I move that this Bill 
entitled "An Act to A1mend the Act 
20 G·eo. V, ,Cap. 9, entitled 'An Act to 
Provide for the Creation of a Public 
Utilities Commission and for the In
' restigation of Prices and Rates 
Charged to the Public' " be no\v read 

a second time. 

When the above Act, common! 
ltnown as "The Pu1bli1c Utilities Act,' 
was dra·fted in 1929, it vvas pass·e 
vv- ith the idea that tl1e Commissio 
should ha v·e simply powers of enquiry 
into the matters referred to in Sec 
tion 2, for the be·nefit of the Governor 
in 1Council and for th,e b·enefit of th. 
public if the Commission should under 
Se\ction 5 of the Act of 1929 d·ecide to 
publish the finding·s in general terms. 
It was also provided that there might 
be a number of ·mem.be·rs, of the Con1-
ri1ission, not ·eX·C·eeding seven, of whom 
three, or five, or seven, might be dele
gated to investigate any given su.bject. 
This was partly to provide for the 
sele1ction of Commi's.s1ioners pa:cticu
larly qualifi·ed in ·each individual case, 
and partly to provide for the omis
sion from the Committee upon any 
given subject of any Commi1ssioner 
\Vho nlight be· thought to .be person
a.lly intereste·d in any given su'bje·ct. 
Only three Commission·ers, how·ever: 
l1ave up to the pre'sent tiime been ap
pointed, and under the·se conditions 
they cannot function u11le·S·S all are 
present, ais thr·e·e is a quorum. The 
present Bill is bas·ed on the assumption 
th.at there will be only three, and 
amends the Act by providing that a 
nlajority of t·he appointed Commi's
sioners shall ibe a quorum, so as to en
able two 1Commi·ssion·ers to continue 
work if one is ill, absent~ or oth·erwise 
ltnable to ruct. 

The new Bill also pr·ovides what, as 
above stated, was not provided for in 
the 1929 Act, that is to say, a p·ower 
for the enforcement of the findings of 
of th·e Commissioner·s. Members \vill 
appreciate that in almost all other 
countries ·Com1missioners of this kind 
have the power, e·ith·er with or without 
the asse·nt of some other body, to en
force fair prices by actual regulation 
instead of merely by moral ·suasion 

as would be the case under the 1929 
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In the present ·case the ·Com-
1\ct . 1 t' . . · i·s may niake regu a ions gov-
11~1ss1011 e 

. . the prices or r ates charged by ern1ng . 
public utilities, and the pr1ce·s or rate·s 

. d by suppliers of staple pro-
cha1 ge . 
ducts and necessities , including fire 
. ·ance but the regulations must be 
111su1 , . . 
approved b~y the Governor in Coun1cil 

before ta.king effect. 

rt may not be n·eces·sary for th·ese 
legal powers to be made us·e of, as the 

111ere knowledge that the powe-rs exist 

111ay in itself have a ·persuasive effect 
upon thos'e i~ cl1arge of business en
tcrpriceis ; but at any rate under the 
r resent amending Bill there will b·e 
a positive po,ver to make sure that 
anv concession which it is considered 

• 

the public ought to rec·e·ive fro1m those 
sup·plying services or staple products 
can be obtained by legal means if 
moral suasion i,s not sufficient. There 
are cases in which this pow·er should 
be applied. For instance, an investi
gation has been held into the prices 
charged for bread. in view of the gre·at 
reduction in th·e cost of flour, and 
while the Commissioners recognise 
that there are difficulties involved , 
owing to wages, overhe·ad ·costs, etc. : 
they are of the opinion that the price 
of bread should not now be more than 
ten c·ents instead of tw·elve cents per 
loaif of twenty-six ounces. Thi,s is an 
instance where unless the trade takes 
some· steps to pass on . to the public 
the 'benefits it j,s rec·eiving, ther·e ought 
to be some means of seeing that the 
IJUblic are properly protected. 

I feel e~ery memb·er of this Cham
ber will fully recognize the fact that 
the Public Utilities Act of 1929 was a 
strong ste1p forward in the prote·ction 
of the public against unjust prices and 
unjust profits. This amending Act is 
a further ste.p in that the moral effect 
of the findings of the Coimmissioners 
'vill be backed, as in al,most all other 

countries such ·C·on1mis1sioners 3-re 
ba1cked, by ·positive legislativ·e· author
ity to enforce fair pric1es by actual 
rf\gulations of legal status instead of 
by moral sua.siDn only • 

I11 passing the Bill through Com
mittee there should be added to Sec
tion 10 (b ) as amended afte·r the word 
{!insurance" the words "against fir 1e." 
This is apparently an omission on the 
Commission·ers' part, as th·e original 
A.ct gave power only to enquire intc 
fir.e insurance, and I understand from 
the Commis1s·ioner.s that it is not the 
iritention to go beyond that. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Amend th·e 
Act 20 George V., Cap. 9, entitled 'An 
Act to Provide· for the Creation . of a 

• 
Public Utilities Commission and for 
the Investigaton of Price·s and Rates 
Charged to the Public' " was read a 
second tim·e, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole on tomorrow. 

HON. LEADER OF THE OPPOSI
TION_:___.,Mr. Sp·eaker, I w·oul,d stro;ngly 
advise that the Government go slow
ly with regard to this matter of price 
fi:~ing and I think t1he application of 
moral suasion woui'd be· more judicious 
and effective. I am of the opinion 
that the Public Utilities Commission 
should hav.e the rig·ht to determine 
what should be a fair price for bread 
or any other food commodity should 
be charged, and I believe that a11 
a.dvertisement in the papers calling the 
attention of manufacturers, bakers, 
retail·ers and the public generally 
ought 'be sufficie·nt to bring down 
prices. Besides the fixing has been 
always found to be vicious, dangerous 

' 

and wrong in principle. It is con- • 
trary to the law of supply and de
mand and, ·has be.en found to ·be un
workable everywhere it was tried, ex-

' 
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cepit where mon·o1poli!es exist1ed, an·d 
surely we do not want to have legis
la tion tl1!ait in1ay le·ad to ·monopoli·es in 
bread. 

The re·maining Orders of the· Day 
vrere deferred. 

It was mov.ed and seconded that 
when the House rise·s it adjourn un
til to-morrow, Friday, at three of the 
clock in the afternoon. 

The House· then adjourned accord
ingly. 

----

FRIDAY, ~larch 2'7tl1, 1931. 

Th.e House met at three of the clock 
in the .afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
ment. • 

])IR. TOBIN.~Mr~ Speaker, I have 
been asked by the fisherm.en of Tor
bay in the District of .st. John's East 
(Extern) to ask that a sum of money 
be expended on a branc.h road leading 
from the beach to t1he main road, 
known as Da w,e'·s Lan1e. Last year a . 
petition was made for this, and owing 

·to the heavy rains of March and 
Feburary the road has been rendered 
a ln1ost impassible ... by loose boulders 
Pnd ruts and I ask that a sum of 
money b·e allocated for this purpos·e. 
I hB,ve also been asked by the resi
c1ents of Broad 1Cove to ask that a 
st1m of money be expended on the 
road known as Grove's Road. This 
road conn.ects quite a few farms with 
t he main road and I ask trhat a sum of 
m oney be allocated for t 1his purpose. 

• 

l\'Ir. Tobin gave noti1ce of question. 

Mr. Byrne gave notice of qt1estion. 

Mr. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Emerson gave noti1ce of ques
tion. 

' 

RT. HON. THE PRIME 1IINISTER 
gav1e notice· that he would on tomor
row 1move the House i11to a Committee 
of the Whole to consider certain 
amendments to the Rules of the 
Hous,e. 

Pur·suant to notice· and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Bill ·entitled "An 
Act Relating to the Standardizatio11 
of Certain v .egeta·bles," was intro
duc·ed and read a first - time, and it 
wa.s ordered that the sai·d Bill b1e read 
a second time on tomorrow. 

RT. HON. THlE1 PRIME MINISTER 
-In the absence of the Minister of 
Agriculture and Min·e,s, I beg leave 
to introd·uc·e the Bill entitled "An Act 
for the Grading of Potatoes and Tur-
11iips." 

HON. THE SPEAKER.-With refer
ence to question No. 334 asked by Mr. 
Winter, it is possible that we could 
change· the nam·e of the Minister to 
\vhom the question is addressed and 
address it to the proper Department 
and leave it on the Order Paper. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.-To save 
tl1e honorable ge·ntlemen opposite all 
that trouible, I will ans.wer the ques
tion myself. The Port Commis·sion 
comes under the Department of the 
Minister of Finance and Customs, and 
as re·gards what I 1have rec,eived from 
that Department as Port Doctor, I 
rec.eived nothing. · 

Addl·ess i11 Reply 

l\IR. PUDDESTER- Mr. S1peaker, 
during ithe c·ourse ·Of iny remarks 

• 
yesterday after.noon, I reviewed as 
well as I knew ho·w, the Spe·ech fro.m. 
the Throne and the remarks of tl1e 

Mr. Winter gave notice of question. mover and seconder of the motion for 
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the Address in Reply directed to His 
Excellency the Governor. I spoke of 
tlle speech of the Prime Minister 011 

tlie ·opening day and the recor:d of 
the pr,esent Govern:m.ent since it can1e 
iiito power in 1928 an·d ·ended my re-
111arks 1by readinig the six·~y six Acts 
passed during the two sessions 1929 
and 1930. I think tha;t I proved con
clusively or to the satisf.action of 

111e1111bers who think as I do th1at the 
record of the .tw·o and a half year;s of 
the present Gov·er.nn1en1t's administra
tion is anythin1g :bt1t cred1itable to 
the111selves and con~ducive to ithe gen
eral 'velfare 0 1f the country. Th.ose 
A,cts referr·ed to related to sixty six 
i11inor matters, they are n:ot Acts in 
the S'trict sense of the word but 
routine matters thcvt -must be attended 
to by every Governme·nt when they 
con1e into offi:ce, ·such as 1tJhe Pulblic 
Service Act which must 1be piassed by 
every Govern'ment and is a necessity 
for tl1e 'bt1sin·ess of the country to be 
carried on. 

As for reducing 1the burden of tax
ation· that is crushing our people or · 
a11gn1enting the s.n1,all purchasin1g 
power of the people of the ou1tp.orts 
'\\rith whi1ch they have to sustain their 
fa111ilies during .the 'vinter, as regards 
a.nyitl1-ing like th,at there is noithin1g to 
tl1e credit of tl1e gov,ernment. 

,. 

I am now going to show how the 
Government made definite promi.ses in 
1928. A man'ifest.o w'as issue~d to the 
So1rtl1 West Coasrt: telling tfhe peo,ple 
there 'vha,t was goin1g to be done if 
this governmen·t was ret11rn1ed to, pow
er. J..~nother m1anif es to was issued i.n 
the shape of a gram·a.phone re,cord 
" rl1ich was 1broadc1ast ev:erywhere 
throu.ghout the c.ountry and took the 
form of a manifesto. It .reviewed tihe 
history of the Liberal party from the 
Ballot A·cit in: 1887 u·p to the time 
\Vl1en tl1e present Go.vernment appeal-

e·d for PO\\rer in 1928 and tl1ere was 
not a thin1g done i11 the c.ou.ntry dur
in1g that ti'me that the present Gover11-
11nent did not take cr·ed·it for. And then 
is asked "Wh.at of the futt1re." It out
lined what w·as g·oing to, 11ap1pen in 
1929 .and 1930. Whether or not the 
promises 1c·ontained in this re,cord 
W·ere carried out I le.ave it to the 
c.oun1try to jud.ge and my colleagues 
"\Vho are to follow will further develop 
it. 

We are not finished with that 
·gra.maphone re,cor·d yet, even: if we 
have to bring a grama.phone and · play 
tl1at record here in the House. Yoru 
haven't heard the last of tl1at record 
yet. I ask no better campaign m1ateri1al 
in my District next elections than that 
g·ra11naphone record. I shall h.a,re great 
pleasure in carryin1g that rec,ord from 
on€ place to an1other, lettin:g the peo
ple hear wfhat was promised ana what 
has been done since 1928. 

Ag·ricultt1re was going to be ]mprov
ec1, I asked 1the Minister of Agriculture 

f 

ancl l\1ines a question a.s to the notice 
g,ent ou1t all over Newfoundland and 
posted up everywhere relatin1g to lan1d 
for agriculture for residents and for 
land to 'build a home on. It has been 
the history of Newfoundland s~nce its 
dis·c·overy thiat if any man wanted a 
place to build a hom.e and have his 
little garden, he could go and fence 
it in with no hesitation and rear his 
few vegeta1bles and 1dig them in the 
Fall of the year and help sustain his 
family during the winter months 
\V.itho11:t hindrance. 

lln carrying out the Act p,assed last 
3',e:ar if the Department of Agricu,Iture 
and Mines intends to enforce it ac
cording to the strict letter of the · law 
no man can g,et a piece of land on 
\Vhich to b·uild a home for l1is fa1milv ., 

unless he co1mes to the Department of 
Agriculture an.d 1\ii11es and pays his 

.. 
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inoney to the Departn1ent, whicl1 
seventy-five per cent of the peoJle of 
the ou:tports are unable to do, and 
get his grant. I ask1e·d the Mi.nister o.f 
Agriculture and Mines to table the 
notice, this he di1d, together with a 
little dissertation on wl1at he inte11d3 
to · d·o i'n the future. 

(Re,ads) 

Now that's not the answer to the 
que·stion I aslred the Minister. The 
Minister evades the question. This 
treats of tilnber lan·ds fenced on the 
thr·ee mile limlit, buit w1ha1t ·aJbout the 
people .of C·on·ception Bay and other 
places where there is no wood·e,d land. 
They cannot fence their lands il01\V 

tinless they get a grant fr·om the 
A 1gricul1ture and M'ines Depart1nent, 
and I, Sir, s.ay it is a har1dship, .and 
very little credit \Vill jbe given the 
govern'ment for the en:forceme11t of 
this measure. 

1Many of these people find it hard 
enou\gh as it is to keep body and so~1l 
togeither :Wiithout b 1eing put rto t:he ad
diti1onal expense of obtaining a grant 
for their s1mall pie1ces of land. The 
measure "\Vas never enforced until 
n·ow an·d notices have recently been 
sent aroun·.d to that effect. I ·s.a.y again. 
Sir, it is hars11, and the people of 
Co·nception Bay and other places, who 
are in. tl1e habit of aug1nenting their 
slender reso11r,ces from their ki1tc1he11 
garclens will be very little obliged to 
the l\tlinister of Agriculture and Mirre0 

an1d to tbe G·overnment. A.nother ques
tion I asked was for c·oDies of the 
Messages which had !been se·nt to 
''Tesleyville by the prin1e Minister to 
sealing capita.Jns and others re~.arding 

the ·brin·gin'g of men here fro1m the 
noritl1 to sign on tb e sealing stea·mers. 
The Prime Minister sense.·d what was 
in my n1ind and tried to ta.ke the win1d 
Ollit of my s·ails by p111blishin'g the ines
sa·ge before hand. That was all right 

as far .as the Prime Minister is con
cerned, bu1t I c1an co·mment on it as 
much as I like. I :say it was extr.emely 
harsh .. The Pri'1ne Minisiter sn11elled a 
rat and was afraid of wh.at the people 
of the north would tl1inl{ of hin1 if he 
did not ·change his ta,ctic1s. 

. 
The people of tl1e North 

very little obliged to the Prim,e Min
ister in times like these, with $1.43,000 

be·ing spent on Pauper Relief, when 
he tells them that the·y have to give 
orders on the captain for passages to 
be stopped out of their earnings' at 
the .sealfishery in order to get here to 
get signed on. I say the rule \Vas 
most stri11gent, and it would hav 
been just as well to provide the 
wl1er.ewithal for th.ese· poor mortal 
to get to the ice and put them in the 
way of making $20 or so to sustain 
their families as for others to 
thousands and thousands. I sh1all 
rea~d the m.essage in question. 

(Rea,ds) 

No.w if there is anyithing more strict 
than that message I can·'t think of it. 
I neve·r he·ard of anything more strict. 
Here is this message with every i 
dotted and every t crossed to prevent 
those poor mortals fr101m. gettin1g a 
free p1assage to St. Joh·n's to get to 
t11e ice. I s.ay in such a time as this, 
men ou·ght be encouraged to go to 
the ice even if their ,p·assage to St. 

•. 

John's was paid. I say that conduct 
such as ithis is n 1ot at all in keeping 
'vith the promises and pretensions of 
those who, before the elections, pro
fessed to be the ·c·ha·mpions of the 
11nder do,gs, of the comn1on people. 
T·hey asked for the means to get to 
the ice to snaitch 'a few d1ollars and 
this is what they g,ot. So n1uch money 
l1as been taken by the Pri1m·e Mini,ster 
·during the past twelve months · for 
himself that it wouldn't have hurt hi1n 
if he had paid their V1assages 
out of· his own pocket .. 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 83 

TheY called themselves the friends 
of itlle · coin11.non 'people in 1928, but 
frien,ds of the blue 'bloods, that's what 
tlleY are. Its not the com'mon people 
tlle Prime Minister is catering to now, 
he is leaving no sitone unturned to win 
tlle friendship of the blue bloods. They 
are 1buy·ing siterumers from the 1blue 
bloods, they ar,e buying 1goods from 
the blue bloods, tl1ey are buying every
tliing in creation from the blue \bloo:ds, 
tliey are wining and dining them a·t 
tl1e N ewf.oundland Hotel Loun'ge 
Lizards tl1ey were 1before the election 
bllt they are bejng invited to dinners 
no'N", their steamers .and the'ir goods 
are being bought, an·d their tub fac
tories and their bu.tterine fa·ctories 
are being protected, and when the 
sealers ·ask for the means to rget to 
t11e ice they get th1e answer which I 
have just read. When the Disaster 
came they were all solici1tude, Oh Yes! 
They saw they h·ad .done wron'g an1d 
were trying to atone for it. 

I have before me another do·cument 
which was put ·On the 1ta:ble of the 
House a few days ago. It is the Re
port of the Bo1ard of Uiquor· c 1o·ntrol. 
Now everyb·ody knows the part that 
Liquor 1played in the election of meim
bers on the ·Other side of the House. 
While the campaig11 was on even a 
bottle oif beer was co1ndemned. The 
bottle a day a·ct was going to be· re
pealed. Women in some of the districts 
vvere told that there w·ould •be no more 
liquor if they vote1d for this go,vern-
1nenit. I rememlber talking to a lady 
shortly after the elecitions and she was 
posLDive that 1the B·ottle a Day A ·ct 
was goin1g to be re,pealed. She said 
"There's going to. ·be no more liquor 
sold after the first d·ay of January, 
and if I was as sure ·of getting to 
heaven as I am of that I'd feel all 

· rig.h't." I told her that th1ait Acrt might 
be am,ended, but I was s11re it was not 
goin·g to be repealed. I was satisfied 

to \.Vait and see wh·at 11appened witl1 
the present Act. I wanited to see the 
differ,ence 1between the Bottle a Day 
Act .and the Three Bottles a Week Act 

\ ' 
and I have the evidence befo,re ·n1e 
ll'OW. The position is this: 300 :bottles 
a year were allo:wed to be pur·chased 
under the Monroe Act and 150 under 
tl1e S1q uires Act. I'd like to see the 
man w·h·o punishes that mu1ch liquor 
in a year. I say the great majoriity 
of peo1ple can't afford to ·b·uy it, not to 
say drin!k it: No one drinks three 
·bottles a week an.y more than anyone 
drinks a bottle a day. The commo:n 
1people, at any rate, can't afford it. I 
say i~t is as broad as its long, an1d I 
ask the ten1perance 1pe·ople of the 
Nortth, St. John's an!d of ,Con·ception 
Bay, who voted to curtail liquor to 
lis1ten to. this. 

(Reads Board ·of Liquor Control Re
port.) 

.According to this rep,ort of the 
Liquor 1Control Board the net r·eceipts 
for last year's O·perations exceeded 
the receipts of the previous year to 
t·he exte;nt of $18,752.71 .and the profits 
for last year amounited to $338,448.95 
as against $329,514.14 for the ye.ar 
19·29 .. The Custo1ms d111ty on liquors 
amounted to $400,316.17. This it will 
1be seen th.at the G·overn1ment dr·ew 
from the liquor traffic a profit of 
$738,765.12, 1an1d this from a Govern
ment ·thait prea.ched temperance fro 1m 
the .house to:ps anld this from a Gov
ernment who went to the counitry in 
1928 aind 1told the people they were 
going to do a way wi1th the Bottle a 
Day and who· said tha1t no more liquor 
would be sold. The total sales of 
liquor for 1930 .amounted to $1,227,000 
and upon which the Gove·rnment haul
ed into their coffers $778, 765.12. Now 
if that not a ·co111pleite answer to the 
Governn1ent and 1to the Governmen1t 
candidates who· went to the c·ounitry 
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preac·hi11g te111peran·ce, I 1do not kno\v 
\Vhat is. 

I shall now C·o·me to the story con
tained in the Au'.ditor General's Re
port. Alt the ourts-et I want to give cre
dit where cre·dit is clue and I want to 
be as fair as possi1ble to the mem1bers 
of the Government. I shall n•ot mis
represent as I do 1not believe in n1is
represenrtation. The Audi1tor Gener1al 
stat1es there was a saving in the de
partment of Public Health last year 
to th·e a·moun•t of $100,000 an'd in this 
conne.cition I want to ·C·ongr·atula1te the 
Ch•airman of the Board, the Hon. Dr. 
Mosdell for putti1n·g a straight inter
pret·atio·n . on the lav..r rela1ting to hos
pitals and for briingin·g about such a 
large reduc1tion in the 1cost of opera
tions. I wish the ·o:ther depar.tmenrt:s 
would do th·e sa1ne thing, bu1t I d·O not 
know what connection the Hon. mem
ber ·for Fortu1ne Bay has wi1th other 
departments. 

Dt1ring the first session of the pr·es
ent government in 1929 when the b11s
in ess o,f the sessiion was dr1a wing to a 
clo·se rund I was talking on the Budget 
I giave to the House a ta'bulaited' stat·e
ment showing that fro·m th·eir first six 
·months of office they came down to 
this Ho·use with their re1gular and Ad
ditional Estimates a11d in·creased the 
sal ::i rie·s of civil servtan1ts o.f this c·oun
try by over $70 ,000. There wa·s so·me 
consterna·tio.n over it amongsrt ithe 
rank and file 1me1n1bers of the Go·vern-: 
ment and one me·mber told me· ho\V 
it \Vot11.d cease, but priva;te me1mbers 
of 1th·e Government ·do not know wh1at 
ic; g·oing on in the Executive Council 
since the·y tool\: office any more than 
I do. They only }{now 'vl1at they are 
told in cat1cus a.ind then· they etan take 
it or leave it. Th·ey are told if th.ey 
non't st1rport the party ma1chine they 
<>.an get on the o·ther side; but there 
are mem1bers on the Governimen1t ~ide · 

today who are viery muclh i·ntereste·d to. 

know wl1at we were goin1g to disclofJe 
as far as the Auditor General's Re
p1ort is ·con,cern·ed. 

W:iith regar.d to vorting mofney under 
section 331b of the Au1dit Acrt tll'e 
Auditor General makes one good re-
1commend,artion and I would recon1-
mend it now to. the Colonial Se-cretary, 
in the a1bsence of the Prime Minis1ter, 
who always leaves his seiat when 
s1otme·body from this side is speaking. 
You know, Sir, and your Govennment 
knows 1thait extra va·gance has reig11ed 
su,preme ,and you know that this 
country cannot afford 1such extr·avag
an1ce and a h ·alt must b·e calle1d very 
soon. 

Wl1at the Au'.ditor General reco.m
men·ds is in' vogue in ev·ery Par·lia
melllt throughout the British IDmpire 
vvi1th .the exception of Newfloundl1a11d. 
It is true we are ,co1n.p-aratively small 
ber·e, but the money voted here is pro
portionately as great, if not gr.eater: 
than what is voted in othe·r Par
lia1ments. In the olden days when 
the rules of the Hous·e wer·e made the 
expedient was not th-ot11ght :to be worth 
while and this expedient is n·ow re
commended by the Auditor Gen'eral 
an·d it i1s ithis, that a public ac1counts 
committee 1be appoint·ed by rthe Legis
lature. Y1ou can have four from the 
Government si'.de and rthr·e·e from the 
Opposirtion side and let thait comm'it
tee rtake the accounts of the Colony 
every year and sit on the·m, study 
the1n careft1lly and en'force the ruleS' 
of the House to get evidence and find 
out if th·e ·people who had c1o·ntra1cts 
and who did any supplying were 
straight and afbove b·oar1d in their kleal_ 
ings. You could find ou;t fr·om the 
heads of the differen;t departments by 
taking evidence a·s Ito whether or not 
expe·nditures were e·c·onomically sound. 
If expeinditures ,and charge·s are not . 
justifiable tl1e Oppos1iti·on 'vill expose 
the·m and the m·e:nbers of the other 

• 
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·cte can do 1the same thin1g. ,By having 
SI • • d 1 . t · 11 the accounts scr·ut1n1se open Y I w1 
put a check ·on the P·atronage system 
an:d ~t will have .a ten1de·ncy to do a way 
with extra vag.an·ce an·d wron·g doing. 
The reicommendation of the Auditor 
Generral is 1con1tained in these words: 

(Read·s) 

No·W ithat n·oti1ce has been given of 
amendments to the Rules of the 
House I rthink it w'ould be a good time 
to take up_ his recommendation and I 
,vould recom·mend it to th.e· Hon. Col
onial Seicretar·y to take ithe martter u·p 
witl1 the gentlema1n in ·charge ·of the 
Bill, b·e·cause no matter what Govern-
1ment is in power this .innovation will 
serve as 1a chec·k ·On patronage seekers 
and will 'be :beneficial to the people 
of the coun1try wh·o have to fin1d the 
mon·ey to pay the bills. Now here is 
what the Au'.ditor G·eneral says in h 1is 
report ab·out the ·way the various de
paritmeints were c1onducted last year1

• 

(Read·s fro.m Auditor General's Re
port.) 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY
Mr. Speaker, would . th·e Hon. gentle
n1a11 be good enou:gh rto state thiat the 
·overdraft in the 1C·olonial Se1cr1etary's 
Dep.artmenit was d·ue to General Con
tingen1cies? 

MR. PUDDESTER--Mr. S·peak.er, the 
General Con t1ingen1cy Vote was over
drawn? 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY
Mr. Speiaker, the Hon. gentle'man 

• 
knows that the G·eneral Contingency 
Vote is not u1nder the control of the 
1Colonial Secreitary·'s Deparitment; it 
is merely listed there. 

MR. PUDDESTER - 1Mr. Speaker, 
who controls General Contingencies? 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY
Mr. Speal{er, the Gover11menrt as a 
wl1ole. 

}IR • . PlJDDESTER-Mr. Speaker, I 
W·Ould like to :state that the 1Colonial 
Secretary'.s Deparitmen1t up to two 
Y·e.ar1s ago vote1d $8,000 to be paid out 
·Of Gener.al 1Contingenc'ies for street 
lights in CO'nception Bay. For tl1e l)ast 
two years you have not paid that 
$8,000. You have tried to. 1get it out 
of the d1istrict gr·ants of the members. 
I know that the Gene,ral iC1ontingency 
aic1coun1t is listed in the Colonial se,c
retary's Department. If I wer·e Col
onial Secretary and that Contingency 
a1c·count w:as lisrted under 1my control, 
I would control it, or it would not be 
listed there. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY
Mr. Speaker, wait until you beco1me 
Colonial Secretary. 

MR. PUDDESTER-Mr. Speaker, I 
11ope to do so some day, Sir. 

"Dole is de1gr·ad1ation; wor1lr is in
deperi.dence." Of the su1m of $193,837.18 
spen1t under secit1on 33 of the Audit 
Alert, $109,000 was for a1ble bodied re
lief. 

(Read·s) 

Wi1th n·o authoriy fr·om thi:s Legis
lature the su:m 10·f $1,071,000 was 
spen1t on alble 1bodied re,lieif since 1922; 
$413,000 of that sum has 1been ex
pended silll1ce the pr·esent Government 
came into p·ower; yet we were told 
th·at dole was degradation a11d that 
work was independence. I tl1ough t 
there was going to. 1b1e no more dole, 
and yet you have O·nly spen1t $413,000 
in dole; that ~s ·Only a flea bite . 

(Read·s) 

"It iis nee1dless to point out that thds 
large _expenditure wa·s lll·Ot authorized 
under the Audit Act." 

Yo11 have b·een voting money all last 
su.m·mer; you have been voting it sin·ce 
this year closed; $20,000 a i11onth in 
the m1onths of July, August, Se·ptem1ber 
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and ·01cto1b,er, $20,000 a mon1th for .able 
bodied paup·er relief; we are told 
there is n·o desti1tution, yet in the sum
mer mon1tl1s you voted $2·0,000 1a mo1nth 
for a'ble 1bodi1e·d pauper r:el'ief. M'ight 
I ask the que·stion if authority h·as 
been taken since November 24th, w.hen 
the last authoriy was taken. I have not 
g·ot any reply; I am waitin·g to fi,n.d 
out what authoriity was taken to cov
er the bills since Nove1m1ber 24th. 

(Reads) 

"
1Th'is ·exp.enditure now is 1bec,oming 

a 1~egular vote and s1hould 1be provided 
for i1n the Estimates." 

The Auditor General draws atten
t'ion to the fact thait Departmental 
h.eads hav1e been payiing ovel'iti'me and 
all other kinds of time for work done 
in 1C1ontravention of the Civil Service 
kct p1asse1d in 1926. There are ·Cerrtain 
rules and regulation·s if t ·he Depart
melll!ts want Ito 1pay ·ov.erttm.e; they 
inust ask for an Orde·r in 1Council if 
they want to pay overtim·e with the 
exception of the Posts and Telegr1ap1hs. 
Th'at has ·not been done1, anid the 
Auditor G-eneral 1c.alls th·e G·oViernment 
to striict ac1counit for allowing overti1me 
to b·e paid without carrying out the 
law of the land. If there is anyone 
tl1at should b1e carrying out the law 
who is it if it is not the E·xecutive 
Council of the 1Colony. 

I sihall n·ot go into ;the long r1eport 
on rthe Rail way ·further th·an to say 
this tl1at we h·ope the present Govern-
1nent "\Vill, during thei'r term ·O.f office 
introduce a new ·syste·m where,by th1e 
railway expenditure will be in ,control 
of this House, as the Minister of Fin
ance so often and so eloquently ad
'\"ocated when he was on this side of 
the House. We are going to have an 
an·nual ·d:eficit for a nu·m1ber of years 
yeit; on June 30'th, 1930, the deficit 
'vas $380,000; at the end ·Of June, 1929, 

the d·efic1i:t was $387,000; there ~s only 
an improvement for the y·ear· of $7,000. 
The Prime Min1ister on his grama
phon,e reicord waxed eloquent of the 
splendid system of the r·ailway and he 
was zojng to. try i1f it w1ere in his 
powe.r to kee·p it from further inter
fer·enc1e with p·o.Iitic1s, .a·n1d ·st,ill that 
wailing cry went up during the past 
year .that even the Prin1e M1nister, 
even members of the Government 
wer·e not allo·wed to initerfe.re with 
politics on the railway. Ever·ytbody 
was blamed; t 1he poor General Mlan
ager was hauled over the coals; other 
·department1al heads were haule1d over 
the co.als; f.or what? Be1cause they 
'Would not allow p·olitics to be dr·a,gged 
into railway appointments. kpp.oint
men1ts wer·e not made on the re1com
men',dation of members; they were 
called everything. I would ·advise 
thos.e 1gentlemen who are 1complain1ing 
not to blame the Gen1eral Manager of 
the Railway; to blame the Railway 
C·omm1ission; two of them are sitting 
on the other side of the House; if 
they .did not force the General Man
ag,er of the· Railw:ay to ac·c,ept their 
re.com·mendation and appoint these 
men, I give them 1cred.it for it; they 
did the right ih1ing, ,but then do·n't 1be 
'veak ·e·nough to allow everybody in 
connection with your party outside to 
'be !blaming oiffici'als olf the rail w.ruy for it 
---lb1lam.e Ho1n. Mr. Brad1ley; bl:ame Ho\Il. 
Dr. 1Camp1bell; blam,e th·e five ·me1mbers 
of the Rail way C·ommis1sion; th1es·e are 
the men. I want to te1ll the 1rnen who 
work at the tloc·k that ff the promises 
·made to them in th·e f'all of 1928 are 
not carr1ied into effect, th·ese are the 
men to 1bame .and n·ot Mr. Russ1ell, not 
Mr. Pittman, not Mr. Harvey, not Mr. 
Ptike; the Rail way 1Commissi.oners who 
:are members ·Oif the G.o.vernment are 
the right ·O·n·e.s to blame. 

Don't be carried away with things 
that are said about this one not 'being 
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able to give an appointment, about 

80
n1ebodY else complainin·g thait they 

can't get what they want; the men 
who are respons~ble for that ar·e the 
n1en who are tn control; the five Thail
\\·aY Comn1ission1ers. It is just as well 
to be square about it. I hope they 
know iit now if t1hey d,id not knorw it 
before. It was only !foolishness to talk 
a,lbout it 1before ibecause rail way m.en 
well knew that the Rail w'ay Co'm 1m1s
sioners if they did th,eir duty would ·do 
the righrt thing by the Manrager. I am 
glad they have done so ,and p1lease do 
not thro\.V rthe respo1nsibility over' o.n 
people who are inn·OC1ent of the mat-

ter. 

T1he extract in the Au,ditor General's 
Report :that I referred to a m·oment 
ago in 1connection with the Public 
H,ealith Departm·en t is as follows: 

(Read·s) 

"Hun1·be'r c1onstituency." M~ay I say 
so·meth'ing about it? P1erhaps I h ,ad 
better not while th1e Prime Minister 
is not 1here. $20,000 was truke.n from 
the Bank of l'v!ontreal and place,d to a 
Trust Account in the Bank of Co1m
merc.e. Why? We· have to find out thie 
reason for the rtran'sfer wh1en we find 
ouit the reas,on for the tr'ansfer of 
$10.0,000 in ,c,onnection with itl1e 
Memorli'al 1College. That $100,000 was 
not th·e first tr;ansfer,; there W1as $20,-

000 transfe1rred from th·e Marine an·d 
Fisheries De·partmenit to the Bank of 
Commerce 1belon1ging to the Humber 
Constituency and ajjterwards there 
was anoth1er $11,000 transfie1r,red from. 
the Highroads Department, and from 
the Mar·ine and Fisheries there was 
another lrarge ·sum of 'm,oney, $10,000 
th'at w:a1s voted fo,r the buildi'n·g ·of 
Fortun1e Pier. Why th1es1e amounts 
W1ere transiferr,e'.d from'. the Bank that 
'vas doing 'bt1siness with the Colony 
to the Bank of C'ommerc,e~I was go
ing to say I don·'t know----lbut that 

would be straining a ,b:it. I think I d·o 
kno1w. Af'ter1wairds the amount to the 
credit of Fortun1e Pi1er was pai'd out 
by .chequ.e to the Gover1nme:nt En,gine
er's Depar1tment .and the pier was 

• 

bu.ilt. There is no re1co1rd here as to 
the oth1er amount $31;000 ·being paid 
out to the Humbe1r 1Constituen1cy. It 
may be paid ·out and it ,may not. There 
is no r 1eport ,since Ju·n·e, 19310. 

I tr1ust that when the responsifbl1e 
Minister gives an 1explanartion in co11-
n.ection with the $100,000 re.garding 
the Me,morial 1College, som·ebody will 
be go,o·d e:nough to· ,explain why th,ese · 
amou.nts were tr·ansferred alm·osit a 
year before. I know ther,e was a good 
row kicik·ed up ,abiouit it when the Fin
ance Minister found out about it and 
that it "\Vas dow·n 1th1e·r ,e without his 
knowledge and he· demanded the inter
est. 

The mem'bership of the House kno1w 
that we hav·e 1placed to o·ur c1redit, 
moist of us, at th1e Public W 1or·ks De
raTtment, the sum of $40 yearly to re
im'burse us for telegraph mess·a1ges 
sent to our districts. Thes,e amou·nts 
are paid from , the ·district grants. It 
will b1e n·ews to some m 1embers on the 
other side of the Ho1use to learn that 
th·e .A!u,ditor ·Ge·ne1ral say;s so·me mem
be·rs of the H 1ouse spent th1eir $40 in 

,on~ mo,nth and ·owe the Postal Tele
graphs the messag·es they sent cover
ing the other 1el1even m 1on ths. 

The next thin1g I 1come, to is the 
Repar:ations .A'ccount. The gentleman 
on this side of the House who asked 
that the question 'regarding it b·e 
tabled i,s at prese·nt 1co,nfin·ed to his 
home ill. The Prime ·Miniistier replied 
to the question ,by stating that he did 
not wish to table the answ,er as he 
was afraid that the 1ben·eficiaries of 
the fund would n1ot lik1e to have it 
pu'blished. What olbj1e1ction can there 
be to h·avi11g the account published? 
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Only a few nights ago I was reading 
tl1·e Montr1e1al Star an1d ·in it w·as an ac
co·u1nt of the ·millions .paid out in Canada 
"rith the nam·es ·Of the men who h.acl 
rec1eived mone,y from the fund. The 

• 

peo1ple who got the 'monery aren't 
a.sl1amed ·of getting th·e money, why 
\VOllld they be. They de·serve· -it; it b.e
longrs to the1m and th1ey should h~ave 

11ad it long ago and we don't begirudge 
it to tl1em. 

But .do yon k·n·ow, Gentlemen,, that 
in the pa1st tw·o· years so·meone has 
c1rawn $12,162.00 for looking aft1er tl1i0 
fund? Yes, in the ·past two years some
one. has r iece·ived more, than $12,0JO.OO 
for r ·un.ning the ,acicount. This money 
is no·t th·e p1ro.perty o.f the ·Commission
er, i1t is the prop1ertry of the Colo·ny, 
i t 'bel·ongs to Ne·wrfoundla.nd, it was 
given h ·e·r in compen·sation fo.r brutish 
acts done her during the war, y.et 
som·eone has 1recei'ved $12,000.00 for 
look'ing after thi·s a1c1coun:t an·d we're 
goi:n1g to find o·ut who· this someone 
i s . We want this information and we're 
goin1g to g.ert it, we'·r1e going to find out 
why s1omeone got $12,000.00 for look
ing after th'is acico·unt. There is still 
81 56 ,000.00 in the bank which should 
have been paid to these people long 
ago. 

The Highroads Commi1Sisio1n; I think 
th.at I may say that th1e H·on. the Col
onial S·ec1retary and others who a.gree.d 

' 

,,.,.ith hi'1n made an awful blunder, a 
te·rrible blund1er when they decided to 
pt1t the Highroads u·nd·er the control 
of a political h·e·ad, for thel ·Com
n1ission has spent th·e mon·ey w·hich 
' 'Tas voted last sessio.n and the loan 
of $1,000,000.·00 wa.s also ·exh.austed 
a nd in the ·end th·e ·Go·ve·rnor-in
Cot1ncil had to authorize !a loan of 
$500,000 .00 which was 01btaine.d fr·om 
the Bank of Montreal. That's what 
l1a l)pen1ed. 

The Government has in the past 
}'TE:ar spent over $1, 750,000.00 on the 

Highroads. The m·on,ey voted and the 
lo.an ·did .not prove enough and they 
had t·o go to the Ban1k of Montr1ea1 
:and get anothe·r $500,000.00 and the 
ex·cuse they give ·us is that th·e money 
has to be spent as there was so much 
destitution in the country and still 
the P·rin1e Minisiter says that th·ere 
is no depre.ss'ion in the country, .no 
depression-but there is a st·ringen1cy. 
Y·eit the Gover·nment spent one and 
three-q uart•er ·million dolla·rs i'n relief 
work on Hi1gh;roads. Yes, $1,750,000.00 

spent on the Highr·oads. I remem!b·er 
\Vhe.n we were on the othe·r side of the 
House when w1e were in power in 1925 
,and w·e spent a quar1te1r of a million 
dollars on the Highroads :and we were 
·called scoundrels because W·e spent so 
much money to mal{e the ·roa:ds fit for 
cars to drive ove·r. In those days we 
got nearly all of the mo·ney b 1ack by 
th·e duty we receiv·ed on n·ews cars, 
but this year there won't be ernough 
new cars to pay fo·r the m'illi·on a.nd 
fthiree-quarter dollars 1sp·ent and niext 
ye·ar there won't be enough and you'll 
n ·ever get en101ugh to p.ay for the 
:=.tmount sp·ent. 

In Dec em b1e·r th·ey had a wonder1ful 
bala.nce of $9,000.00 lef.t. It's cri1minal, 
it's terrible. Tho·usands lof dolla·rs 
spent on th·e Terren·ceville-Goolbi·e 
r ·oad utterly unn·e1cessary. The ro·ad 
from Fortune to Goobies; what's the 
use of it. The people d·on't need it. 
What a·re they ·~o-ing to use it for'. Are 
th·eY g·oing to 1crloss Fo·rtune Bay in 
boats, 'ferryin·g th·eir car1s with then1 

~an'd come on in thei'r 1cars? The p·eo.ple 
1of the Burin Peninsula do·n't want 
these ·roads, ·what they want ar·e good 
connecting roads and utility roads and 
that's w.hat they .deserv·e and what 
they 1should have. 

I rememlber when we were in power 
in 1925 one ·01f o·ur party had a p1rio
gram of roads and there was such a 
fuss kilcked up in the Ho1us-e that the 
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Colonial Secrertary had to stand up in 
tbat corner ·ovie·r the·re and repudiate 

tl1e idea. 

The road from Holyrood to Witless 
.BaY cost $45,00,0.00. v\7hat was that 
bitilt for? It's n1ot n,eeded and 0 1nly 
three mi'1es ,o.f it done. An:d there's· a 
road down in T1rini~y that cost $51,-
000.00 for three m·iles. Thr·e,e miles of 
it went tl1is w:ay a·nd that way and 
that vvay and this way until it would 
seen1 they g·ot the right angle 01n it 
and at last it cost $51,000.00 for the 
tJ1ree i11iles. 

And the roa1d ·down in Burin c·ost us 
$13,000.00 and th·e road in Fogo· oost 
$10,00·0.00 and the road in Trintty cost 
$13,000.'00 and the roa'.ds in Lewisporte 
cost $37,000.00 and the roads in Port 
au Port 1cost $20,000.00 and the Wit
less Bay ·ro·ad, ltl1ree m1iles ·of it, cost 
$45,000.00. This, Gentlemen, is a te1r
rible waste and an. account ·Of it 
should ·be pu·blished in the pufblic 
press. The· mon1ey was n1ot spent, j'uist 
thrown a way, and there does not seem 
to have 1b.een a.ny question as to 
w.hether any ·value was reiceive·d fo·r 
the n1oney. Three miles of road co~st
ing $51,000.00. 

Com1nis1sione1r Hi'bbs was in charge 
and I don't kniow how much he was 
supposed to receive. I think, ho·wever, 
that he ·must have got paid a1ccording 
to the amount he spent, the mo·r1e he 
spent the more he got. 

That remaTk ·brings me to the Pub
lic Charilties ·whe1r·e something o.f the 
same Oiccur·ed. I undierstand that the 
relieving 10ffi1c~rs got a b·onus on the 
gr,ou11ds tl1at, as they put it, there was 
so 111uc·h ·relief given .and that they 
accor'dingly had to 'vo·rk 1so hard that 
they had to b1e given a bon.us. 

H ere is anotl1er serious matter, 
s111all, but oh! if tl1e me1n(bers of the 

1Gove~nment were sitting on this side 
of the House 1they would b1e the very 
people' to c·ondemn suich acti,ons. "I . 
note say·s the Audito·r General that 
'vhen certain me111bers of the House 
\.Vere travelling through the11~ districts 
'Tisi1ting their constitt1ents they had 
their e,xpenses pa.id by the Dep·att
m.ents," desp·ite the fact that they a.11 
had rail way passes. 

"It has also ·come und,e·r ·n1y ,oibserva
tion that WOT'k has been authorized 
on certa.in parts of the Highroads iby 
othe·r pers1ons ithan the Chief C·ommis
sioner an·d his Deputies," and I would 
like to know who the ·pe·rson is ~ho 
authorize,d that suc·h work should be 
don·e. I know it is .d·one on soime oic
·casi·ons 1bY the Ministe·r ·Of Marine and 
Fisheries :and I can quite see that if 
the session of the House i1s 'a late o·ne 
an_d it is nec,essary that 'vharves, 
landing stages 1etc. be ·repaired so 
that people can proceed with the fish
ery the me~'b1ers of th·e distri.cts con
ceTned say the w·ork must b·e done 
a:nd the Mi1nister says all rigl1t go 
ah·ead with it and it will be fixed up 
later. 

The,re i.s food enough in the Au·ditor 
General's Report f.or me to entertain 
the H1ouse with foir the next fortnight, 
·but I will wait until the estimates 
come .down vvhe·n we will know all . 
the votes and be" in a position to dea.l 
with them i':n the mann·er in which 
they ought to· be dealt with. 

Under Section 33b of the Audit Act 
"re find listed the an1o·unt spent for 
a1ble bodi1ed paupe,r relief. Dole~ Dole 
a.nd De,graclation ·from January right 
up to the p·resent time. W·e find the 
following an1ounts voted to relie·ve 
destitution in th1e outports: January, 
$18,000; March, $20,000; Ap·ril, $20,000; 
J11ly, $20,0·00; August, $30,00·0; Sep
te111ber, $20,000; October, $10,000, an·d · 

, 
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Janl1ary $50,000, .spent on ablebodied 
relief in tl1e outports during tl1e last 
t"\velve months. 

In addition to tl1is we find that 
the sum of $50;000.00 was spent in St. 
John's for the same purpose du1ring 
last winter ,making a grand total of 
$193,000.00 f.or able 1bodied pa,uper r ·e
lief and I want to draw the attentio11 
of th,e House to the fa1ct that the gre,at
er proportion of this ·money was s·pen t 
during the summ1er ·months when it 
should not be necessary at all, and 
clespite all this the Pri1ne Mini1ster 
states publicly in the House that the 
coun1try is in an ex1cell1ent state and 
that there is no destitution. I further 
state that the memlbe1rs of this House 
will have t 10 be prepared to com'e back 
to it next year and find that the 
amount of money .expended to relieve 
the destitution will at least be doubled 
and probably trebled and this country 
cannot stand the ,strain. 

A furthe 1r aimount ·of $150,000 was 
spent to repair da·n1age do11e by sto·rm 
in Fortune, Burin and Burg1eo an·d in 
Septem1b1er, 1929 when we were assu,r
e.d that there was no unemp·loyment 
we n1ote that $5 ,000 was allocated to 
S.ir W. F . Coaker to reli1eve the desti
tt11tion in Bonavista East 1and an 
am·ount o,f $5,000 was allocated to the 
Go v>ernment En'gineers De·partment 
for relief. There 'vas also a special 

"' "\Va.rrant of $100,0·0'0.00 to m·eet the 
ne·eds of the destitute p·eople of the 
Sout1h and We·st :Coast. (Th:en we are 
told thiere was no destitution) in t'hese 
pla·ces. 

I will novv read the full S·ection o.f 
th·e A._11_ditor General's Repo·rt dealing 
,·vith these allocatio·ns and loans: 

(Reads) 

Dr. Anderson took the job that Dr. 
Parsons l1ad. Dr. Parsons got $3,200, 

and Dr. Anderson got. $6,000; besides 
" 

11is praictise. He got $2,800 more tha 
Dr. Parsons got and he has an as 
sistant who gets $3,000. The Insan 
AsylUJm this year is costing us $9,000 

while last year it c·ost us only $3,200. 

(Reads) 

Mr. Sp·eaker, I think I have d 
i11onstrated to thfs H·ouse that the re 
cord of the Governm,ent now in pow 
er is anythin.g 1but credfita1ble to them 
selv·e1s and 1benefici1al to the co1untry a 
large which they promis1ed t10 ·go,ver 
well and in a manner be.fitting it. A 
tim·e goes on, we, th1e membe·rs of th 
·Opp1ositi:on s·hall have more to s·ay in 
connection with the Budget and Es 
timates. W1e intend to tell this Hous 
an·d the country th·e true state of at 
fairs at the pr.esent ti1me,-the fin 
an·ci1al condition. We intend to hel 
the Go·vern·ment all .we can to1 redu1c 
expen'.diture. It can b·e reduc·ed with 
out bea·ring o·n the co·mmon p·eople o 
the country. 

Mr. Spea.ker, I wish to thank al 
.th 1e members opposite who 1sat in thei 
seats and li1stened to -vvhat I had to sa 
in m.y criticism of the Go.vern1m·ent' 
po1licy. 
' 

MR. BYB,NE-Mr. Speaker, before 
proceed with the Spe·e•ch, may I as 
th1e Prime Minister if it will 1b 1e nec,es 
sary to pr·oce·ed if we get an adjourn 
ment at six otcl,ock. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME 1IINISTE 
--Mr. Sp.eaker, we were hoping to ge 

a night 1session, I was talking the mat
ter over with Mr. Ald1erJdice but it 
se1ems that this is i,m1possilble 
think that we sho1uld gieit 1ahe1ad with 
the Address in Reply now. 

MR. BYRNE-Mr. Speaker, I am 
quite prepared to go ahead but I a 
hop'ing for a special reason tl1at 
vvould b·e abl·e to leave the. Hol:se a\ 
six u: cloc.k. 
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RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
_.Jn all probability we shall be able 

to acco1nod·ate you. 

lUIL BYRNE-Mr. Speaker, before · 
praceeding to make my few remarks 

011 
the Address in Reply, I would first 

like to p·ersonally express my deepest 
sympathy to the relatives of the 
victin1s of tl1e r 1ecent tragedy in the 
loss of the Vfkin1g. I a~ sure, Sir, that 
we all feel ·confident t~hat ·on that 
sun·daY 1nigl1t, Newfoundland·ers prov
ed then1selves to be true Newfou·nd
Iand·ers. No one can ·d,escribe or 
ii11agine tl1e hor!rors of that explosio1n, 

\ 

but I a111 sur1e th1at we all feel confi-
dent that w:hatever c·ould possi'bly be 

l 

done was done and 1the m,en had th'is 
comfort to · bri11g home to their loved 

on·es. 

In this con1ne1ction1 the Perm1anent 
1\Iarine Disaster Fund has be.en added 
to by a ve1ry he·a vy ib·urden an~d I 
trust that some effort will ·be made 
to h·elp them out in tl1is tryin·g time 
when they are itrying to· help and firn
ance thoSie 1un1fortunate men, wh10 lost 
every·thing follo·wing their precarious 
livlihood. 

I wish to con·gratulate lVIr. Bindon 
wl10 so ably proposed and Mr. Stro1ng 

'vho so ably se·conded the Motiion for 
an Address in Reply to th1e S·pe·ech 
from th1e Throne. I co1ngratulate thiem 
because their task was not an1 .easy 
one, in .fa.ct it wa.s a very difficult one 
considering that they had so little 
n1atter to sp·eiak on. Coming to the 
Sp·eech itsielf, ·Sir, J thin·k that it will 
b·e admitted by 1eve1r1yone who has 
rea·d it that there is practically n 10-

thi11g in it of 1consequence to this 
country. 

I tl1ink, Si,r, tl1at is a depl·orable 
state of affairs that in tl1e third y1e·ar 
of the lif·e of this Parli1ament we 
should l1a·ve submitted to us .suc·h a 

Sp1eech as 'vas read on openin:g d1ay·. 

Is it ·fully realized what this s·elf
styled Liberal Govern111,ent has given 
u·s? D··o we realize that nun1,be1rs of 
people, fis·her'111en and fiarmers and 
tra~desm1en loolk1ed forward an·x'io1usl)r 
to seie wh1at hope for tl1e future was 
containe1d in this ·O·pentng Address, an·d 
that these people were doo·m1ed to 
grievious disappoi11tment? 

To hear 1tl1·e Prim·e M1niste1r on 
openi111g d·ay 1one would think that 
ev··erything was beautiful . . Th1at there 
\Vas no depressio·n, no unemploy;m·ent. 
If the Prime Mi11ister say,s so, of course 
it must be so, for didn't h·e say in 1929 
that "he would b1reath·e the .1bre1ath of 
life in1to the industries of this coun
try,'' and 1on1e should thiink that de
pressi,on 'vo·uld be impo·s·si1ble with 
such a leader. But in spite of th'is, lVIr. 
Speak·er, I say that there is depr1es
sion, there is unemployment, and 
·what's m·ore that it is wid,espr1ead. 

W )o must further rem1em·ber th·at at 
pr,es.ent there are fourteen ·Co1mmis
sio.ns advising the GoViernment, that 
no less than ninieteen 1memb·ers of ·the 
Go·vern'ment 1are bein·g paid salaries 
in addition to the regt11 ar vot,e for 
parliamentar·y work. Surely with f(our-· 
te·en 1Commissions, with ·ni,n:eteen mem
bers of the Hou.s1e receiving re~mun.era

tion and with the L·eader wl10 was 
going "to breath1e th·e breath ·of life 
into, the industries of the 1country," 
thiings ought to look bett1er in the 
country, an\d it sho·uld lo;ok lil{e a little 
paradise. S·urely it ought to b 1e run 
efficiently, and there ougfnt, at a.n 1y 
r ·ate, be no cause for worry. Surely 

I 

with all this 1exp1ert advice they should 
have b·een able to put the cio·untry on 
tl1e road to prosp1erity. But when the 
'Prime lVIinister said ion opening ·day 
th·at tl1ere was no depression i:n this 
.country he co·uld not h.ayie said what 
\Vas in his heart. Wl1e;n he said thin·gs 
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were not so 1bad it wa1s mierely a.n 
evasion. Would it not 11av·e ibee·n bet
ter to have said that things are cr1itic
al but that 11e h ·op·ed to reme·dy then1 
by ben·efici'al legfslation? 

Now, Sir, as against ti'he statement 
that ~he·re is no '.d1epress'ion, what is 
the actual truth? At the pr:esent 
i11ome111 t I ass·ert, Sir, thwt theire is 
island wide unemploym.ent 'and de
pr1e,s1sio·n and this despite what t.hA 

·G·overnment pr·ess and the Prim1e Min
ister has to say. Take the City fir1st, 
and fo11~ r1ef.erence I shall re1fer to an 
airticl·e in the "Watch Dog," th·e p1er·
sonal .organ of the Pr1im·e Minister 
himself. I1n tl1e "Wiatc'11 Doig'' of March 
7th we have tl1e followt1ng~b'l1t before 
I go ono I ·must say that th1er1e figu1res 
do not and cannot giv.e tl11e ,~r'dinary 

pers·on any idea of the r·eal situatio·n. 
Fo·r exan1pl1e th1e comnlie1r takes the 
position of con1pa,ring this years t1n
em'ployment wi1tJh last yea;rs. But let 
u·s ta.ke th1e fi·gur1es thems·elves: 

(Reads fro11n "Watc·h Dog") 

In this 11e le1aves ·out the fi.gur1es fo·r 
1931 and tak·es tho·se flofr 1930 when 
th·er·e wa,s ·mo.r1e un1employment .so this 
is n·o cTiterion. 

(Re1ads again) 

But this pe.r:ceintage do·es not re
pre,sent fully th·e total amount of un
employment. In 1930 wi'th eve1rytJhin1g 
tak1en into a1cc1011nt w1e ha\:! p, vast 
a1m1ount of u1n·e1mpl1oym·ent all over the 
country and p1arti,cularly on this side 
·of it. (Reads agai11) Later on he says 
we have 7% less u:nemployed as co:n
pa:red with last year·. 

I say, Sir, that tl1at article is most 
misle.ading, and, strurting with th<e 
City I sl1all en1de1av·our to protV·e that 
it is so. This arti•cle stat,es that tJhe,re 
ar1e 800 re·gistered tlnemployed, 'b·ut the 
truth is tl1at there is 879,. 1and out of 

tl1at, 800 have 1only 1got tempo1rary em 
ploy;ment. It 11as to be r1e·me1m:b1eT·e 
that what th1ey g1ot was only temipor 
ary employn1ent as far as St. J oh1n' 
East 1and St. John's W·est was C·On·cern 
ed and thie wo·r'k was allo·cated b 
weekly 'allotm.ent. 

HIS HONOUR THE 
wish .to poi,nit out that th·er1e is n 
quorum p1resent anld m1i'ght I ask th 
1Cle.r ,k of th·e H 1ouse to r 1ead the R ules 
·of the Hous1e to the. abs1en't memb1e.rs' 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-I 'might say, Mr. Speaker, that there 
ar·e nine ·me,mb·e·rs c1o·nsider'in1g some 
amendm1e·nts for the Upp·er· H.o.use. 

1'1R. BYRNE-Mr. Sp1eaker, I wag 
pointing ou1t tl1at wor·k in St. J ohn' 
E·ast and W 1e1st was given out on w e1ek
ly allowance. Anter ·one 've1e·k's em
ploy1m1ent a gan1g ·Of m1en1 wer1e pa~d off 
and another ga.ng taken 0111 and so 
they went 1o•n goin1g thr1oug1h th,e 800, 
but the state·ment in the· Governmen 
pr·e·ss that 800 :m·en wer·e ·em·ployed 
was positiv1ely J.nislieadin·g, because i 
n1'usrt b·e remem:b,ered that th·ese 800 
men w:ho got t1em1po·r·ary relie1f are 
h·o11sehold·ers and these repr1esented ·on 
a·n av1erage on f1our in a ram,ily. Taike 
a h ·ouseholder who r1egistere1d for one 
week's employm1ent, and brok1en time 
at that, he might have a c1o·uple of 
youn1g n1e.n an'1d youn.g women ho.me 
u·n·e·mployed, s·o that if yo1u m'ultiply 
that 800 !by four· it will put a different 
ain·d more serious phase on th·e s itua
tio11,. In oth,er 1words th·e nu1m1ber out 
of w1o·r·k in St. J .ohill"s would be abo·ut 
3,000. 

Th1en again son1·e poor men when 
they did get the.ir tu1rn to go to work 
for a we·ek stru1ck bad weather and 
c·ons·equently a ·c1011siderabl1e amou.nt 
of broken tim·e. Still no matt1er how 
small rthei·r pittan1ce ca.me to· th·es·e un
fortunate men we1re paid 1off when 
th·eir w·e·ek was up-. 
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N 
"IT Sir the fact is that the m·en 

0 ,..,. ' ' 
of St. J0hn's East and West have not 

ot a square deal and the proof of that 
g 

1 
.. t

1
•011 is contained in th1e Auditor 

asse 
General's Report ari:d in othe1r reports 
regarding huge exp·enditures in other 
parts of the couintr1y. When we find 
that one million dollars was spent 
since last ' Novemibe1r on .relie·f and 
$143,000 on highro1ad work, · then we 
find it hard to understand why it was 
necessary t11is winter to giv-e one 
w,eek's 'vor·k out of s,ev·er·al to·· h·ouse-
h·old·ers tn St. John's who we1re in 

• 
need. It show1s that so fa.r as the G·ov-
ernn1ent is co·nce1·ned th·ey car:e very 
little for the ne1eds of th·e families in 
the city. 

reiterate that ·State,me,nt and with the 
1exception poss,ibly of the distri.cts of 
St. George and Port a·u Port distress 
is gen·eral tlirough·out th1e c·ou11tr:y. 
Yesterday we 11ad ta!bled a report frio·1n 
Si.r vVillia1n Lloyd an·d Mr. H. J. 
B 1r 10-vvn·rlgg, Commiss·i.Jonier of Publi·c 
·Cfuariti1es, who visited th·e Soutl1 vVest 
and s.outh c.oasts to report o:n con-
1ditions there and fo·r th1e infor111atio11 
of the H 1o·use I sh1all .rea.d a fevv ex
tra·cts f·rom this report in order to 
show what tl11ese ge.ntleimen, '1v·h10 took 
evide1n1ce l1nder oath, r ·eported. They 
fi.rst visited Burin East an1d thiis wl1at 
th·ey f O·Und: 

(R·eads) 

T1hey next called a.t B·urins West and 
!Talking 1of· u:nernploym·ent, why tl1is is the'ir Tepo·rt .of that sectio1n: 

th.ere was lots of it last midsu,mmer. 
In June th·e Go1Vie1r:nm·ent spent $20,000 
on relie.f wor'k and in July they spent 
$25,000; but what ·saverd th·e situatio1n 
for the St. John's men was thie fact 
th1at the per capita grants were avail-. . 

able and they " 'er·e us·ed in ·connection 
,vi/th tJr1e Iayi:nig of s1ewerage an1d water 
li:n·es and ~othe~r 1such ·usef11l and ne
cessa.ry 'v·ork. 

8 10 far as St. John's East was clo·n
cerned 115 m1en alto.geth·er w1er1e pro
vided with work for twelv1e weeks, not 

. a 'v1ee·k with 'b1roken ti1me such as they 
were treate·d by th1e Government this 
winter. Why, Sir, the thin·g ls 
ridi·Cl1lo1us. And then we hear! a lot o·f 

""" talk from the Govern·me.nt aig·ainst 
dole. Let me tell you, Sir, that thie 
com,mon 1man ·of this 1tio1wn· was thre1e 
tim·es b·et.ter off u.n·d1er the· d.ole systemi 
when he got relief for his famtly to 
the extent 1of $8 or· $10 wo·rth o.f go.ads 
than he has been for th·e p,ast tWo and 
a h~lf yea.rs. 

Now we ciome to, take th·e ciountry i1n 
general. I r·emarked at the outset of 
my rem.arks. that un·ern.ploy,m·ent a·nd 
depT·ession wa;s Isl•an·d-wid·e and I now 

(Reads) 

Then th·eY vi:sited Plac·entia ,, ... est 
a·nd Argen1ti1a. The r·ep,ort reads: 

(Reads) 

Now, Sir, I think I h·ave quoted 
enough fr101m this repo·rt t10 sh·ow that 
in those th1ree d'istricts there co11ld 
not be anythin1g but direct pov·erty 
·and th1e m1ost pronounc·ed depressio11, 
·becau1s·e when eve·rybo·dY is hungry, 
,.vhen ·no.b.ody could g·o fo,r any more 
supplies, every·b•o,dy was ·head over 
he·els in - d1e1bt, there is bound to be 
depression and there is bou·n:U to be 
destitution, .and tha.t is only three 

1settle.ments. ·I think I am safe in say·
ing that had a C1ommissfo.n· of E11-

quiry bee11 s·e·ntt a.round .the Isla.11d, 
sent down ·noirth, we w·ould lb.ave fo1u11d 
t11e same conditi1ons pertai:ning; \v·e 

would haVie found that. fisher·men, after 
strivin·g ·hard all the sum1mer had . ' 
ina·de n10 pay, had not m!ade enot1gl1 
to pay for supplies, and it was neces-. 
sa.ry that assista·nce should bie • 

1111-

n11edi1ately give11 
o·nly 1co,m·e fro.m 
country. 

and .:1ss'istance co11lcl 
the T·reasury of t 11is 
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Yes, Sir, there ts no d·oubt ·a1bout the 
fact that we w·ere quite c·orrect lJl th·e 
Opp·osition a11c1 th·e Oppositioll p.re.ss 
was quite ·C·oflrect when th·ey p0inted 
ou.t long befor·e thi's that destitution 

I 

was goin·g to 1be· r1a1m·pant. And then 
we take ev911 tlie industrial el~!ltres 

here. W1e ha·vc Bell Isla1nd working 
half time; we hav·e· 1Corner Brook with 
a curtailme·nt of work; we hav1e Grand 
Falls with a ·Curtailm.ent 1of work; we 
even have ·destitution in such an i11-

du,strial ·C·en;tre as Cor.ner· Bro·o.k. The 
Prime Mi1n;iste1r well kno.ws that he 
has ref.erried to it time ·a·nd .a;gain as 
a hive of industry. I admit t1hat it was 
a hive of industry, but I a.m 1saying 
that because .of th·e Isla;nd-wrde. d1esti
tutio·n: and b·ecause of the depression, 
w·e claim that even 1Cor·ner Br·oo·k suf
fer·ed, a·nd I think 'it wi!ll be admitt·ed 
that that W'a;s proven thor;ouoghly by 
th·e fact that so·me ·Of th·e leading 
citizens or Clo·rner BrOO·k hakl to· ·con
vene a 1meeting an·d tJhr·ou1gh their 
C·hairman had to ·wr'i:te the Prim1e Min
ister a.nd request tha;t h·e tak·e im
mediate ste.ps to r·elie·ve the ·destitute 
circumstances of a large nun1b1er of 
families in· that town. 

Well, Mr Sp1eak·er, as it is drawing 
pa.st six 1o'cloc1k, and as I intimated 
before tl1er·e are several me,mb·ers in 
the Ho1u·se b1eside1s ·my·sel.f who would 
lik·e to get clear b.efore 6.30, I will 
now mo1ve, Sir, that th'.e d·ebate ad-
• Journ. 

On motilon; the debate ·On the Addr:ess 
in Reply was defe1rr1e.d. 

It was move·d and se·c.onded that 
wh·en th·e Hous·e r'ise1s it 1adjour.n until 
Monday afternoon next, th·e 30th inst., 
at three ·of the ·clock. 

The House th1en adjourned accord
ingly. 

llIONDAY, lllarcl1 30, 1931. 

The House met at three of 
clock in the afternoon, pursuant t 
adjournment. 

MR. QUINT·ON.-Mr. Sp·eak·er, I be 
leave to present a petition from th 
electoirs of the settlerm:ent of Ope·nh 1all 
in the Distriict of Bona.vista S·outh, ·ask~ 

in:g for the su.m. ·o.f $300.00 to re·p1lace a 

bridge that has !broken down th·e r oad 
system there. The fact is that these 
people rarely ask for money fron1 ths 
Gove·rnment, and as they ask .for it 
i1ow it shows that they really nee.I it 
very badly and that it is very neces .. 
sary. 

I ask that this petiti9n be rec·eiv.3d 
a.nd referre·d to the Dep~trt1n-.= 11t to 
which it relates, with the request ti1at 
it be attended to at the earliest oppor
tunity. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINA.NClj AiiD 
CU·STOMS.-Mr. S·peaker, I beg leave 
to table statement o.f the Pu,blic Debt 
for the year 1930; st!atem1e:nt 01f iCur
rent Ac.count 1930; th·e balance s.h eet 
of Treasury Account; the ·public a.c
counts for the year ending June 30th, 
1.930. While I am on my feet I vvould 
like, to table re,ply to question No. 95 
by Mr. Emerson, on the Order Paper 
of ·March 26th, and answers to ques-. 
tions Nos. 131, 76, 63. I \voulcl also 
like to take this opportunity to than!{ 
Mr. Puddester for the ·Court·~!:"y at a~1y ... 
rate ·Of rep·rintin.g th.rut an.swer t he 
other day in the Daily N e1ws w·hiclh 
w,a·s incorrectly p·rinte1d -OiY the Da.ily 
N ew,s in the first instance. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-iMr. · Speaker, I beg leave to table 
the r·epo·rt 0 1f H. M. P·enit,entiar·y for 
the y·ear 1930. 

MR. QlJINTON~Mr. Speaker, I was 
·not privileged t10 1b1e in the H1o·use whe11 
the Prime Minister explained the 
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,,. to the qu·estion ask1ed by n1e 
answe1 . 

th~r day and I would like to 
the o . ., f t• ·t clear tihat th1e in or.ma ion 
111ake 1 

~ L.:i for wa1s ·not so much for' pub-aske:u. . 
t . n as for the information of the 

lica 10 
m·bers of the Ho·use 

111e1 

Pursuant to notice and ·On n1otion 
f Rt. Hon the Prim1e Minister· the 
~ouise resolved itself in:to a Com.mit
tee of the '¥hole to consid·er ·C,ertain 
An1endments to the R·ules of the 

House. 

· l.Vlr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took th1e ·Chair o·f Co1m-

111ittee. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, I m1o·ve that this .com
rnittee rise and report that they have 
considered tlhe Res.olutio·n t 10 the1m re
ferred and 1re·comm,end that the, mat
ter be ref·err·ed to a Select C1ommi1ttee 
consi1stin1g 10f His Honor the Speaker, 
all the pra1ctising ba1rrister.s 01f the 
H·ous·e, Mr. S,mith, the D.eputy Speak
er and Mr. Pudde.ster, a former Deputy 
Speaker. 

Mr. Sp·eak·e·r r·esumed the 1Cha1r. 

The Chairma·n fro1m the ·Commi~tee 

reported that they hrud ·con·sid·er1e·d the 
matter to them ref.er·red, an1d reco·m
men1d:ed that further c1on1sider:ation ·Of 
the 1su'bject be r·eferr·e·d to the atten1tion 
of ·a Select 1Co.mmitte1e. 

On motion this r ·ep1ort was r·ecei1ved 
and adopted and tt was so· ·Ord·ered. 

Mr. Speaker, appointed the follow
ing to ·be such Se1lect Com;mi:tte·e·: Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. S·mith, Mr: Pud(dester, 
~Ion. F. rG. Bra.dley, H·o·n. P. J. Le1wis, 
Mr. Em·ers.on and Mr. Wi:nter . . 

RT. IION. THE PRIME MINISTER 
--Mr. S1pe·aker, on grounds of public 
policy, opinions or advice furnished to 
t11e Governor in ·Council by his legal 

' 

adviSiers cannot be ta1ble·d. The rea-
1sons are obvious These1 advices are 
gi\r1en as ,private documents, and ad
·vis·ers cannot be· expected to give 
private advices or opinions on the 
ground that the1se may b,e·come public 
documents and matt,ers ·of contro
versy. Honorable me1mbers ar 1e well 
aware that advice given by a Soli
citor to his ·c,lient in private matters 
is privileg·ed, .and it is the same in 
·Government ·matt1ers. The· Governor 
in Council, not th·e adviser, is re·spon
sible for making d1eci.sions, and may 
take advice where it pleases, and act 
in accordance with or against that 
advrce as it de·ems be·st. 

That is not a new principle, but has 
al ways been recognized. For ·ex
a.mple, in 1927 an Otpposition member 
asked for the tabling of advice re
ceived on the Inter11ational Contract 
and this wa·S r·e·fused. Th·e· question 
a,nd answ.er do not appear in Hansard 
but the facts are indicated 1by the r 1e
marks of Hon. Mr. Bradley, then a 
nJember of the Opposition, on page 
1169 of Hansard for 1927, second 
colu·mn, where· h 1e· states that he has 
asked for th·e nam.es and opinion.s of 
·Counsel consulted, and has been re
fu·sed on ground·s of public policy. 

Address in Reply 

MR. BYRNE-Mr. Spe·aker', ·when we 
a.djourne·d last Friday, I was address
i.n·g n1y remarks to the1 gen.era! un
satisfactory conditions prevailing 
thr1ougih.out the Island a·nd the large 
amount of unemployment. I pointed 
·out that contrary to th·e state.ment 
made 'by th·e Priime Minister that there 
is, if a.n'ything, a ·de·cre·ase in the un
employe,d and a betterment in condi
ti.ons in gen1eral, such is not th·e case. 
I hold in pr.oo·f 1of my 'Contention that 
wh·en you consider that $220,000.00 
vvas spe·nt last Y'ear on able bo·died 
p·oo·r relie.f and $193,-000.00 spent this 

• 
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year on tihe same thing making a total 
in two year:s of $413,000.00, that huge 
sum was d·evot·e·d to n!othin·g but dole 
and in 1928 the present Gov-ernment 
d·enounc·ed "d·ole" as nothin·g but de
gradation. Then1, to·o, the sum. of 
$1,000,000.00 was voted last October by 
the Govern1menit and $800,00·0.00 of 
th'i1s is sp·ent; I .do n:ot thin:k that this 
sho,vs that 1conditions are b·etter 1and 
lln·emp1loyment is ·not so prevalent as 
it was for a go1od many years 1bacil{. 

The fa1ct is that things are really 
going from bad to worse an1d it is er;
s·en tial that s.ome scheme for· .the r·e
lief 0 1f un·employm·ent is inaugurated 
for the people ·during the coming 
sum,n1er and fall. In· connection with 
th e staten1ent :mad1e by the authorities 
tl1at all is we11 .and on openin1g day 
the Prime Minister inform·ed us tl1at 
there 'va,s n1othin1g to ·complain a·bot1t, 
that a lot of capital wa1s mad·e by the 
Oppos'iti·on ·Of exi1sting c·on·ditions. He 
sa id conditions were exaggerated, that 
it was netty party politi·cs unde·rtaken 
to ruin the Governm.ent in the· ey.es 

, of the people. 

Ren1en1berin·g that attitud·e, Sir, I 
thi111k I ,might be pardon·ed if we re
fe·rr·ed back to 1928 to· the Ho.n. P·rim·e 
l\ ' inister's rn·essage o.f inspiration, 
more famous as th·e "Victo·r Rec·ord." 
I don't think that it is ne·c·essary t·o 
inforn1 the mem!b•er1s of this House as 
to what that m.essage contained, but I 
do think th'a1t it is only just that I 
s l1oul d refer to it in a brief manne·r. 

You will rem·e.mber, S'ir, that m.es
sa ge co·,ver1ed ·many p:oints. In the first 
part of that messa.ge, yo1u w'ill re
m em b·er that the Prime Mi1nisit·er re
fe r red to everything of any in1p·ort--

past fifty y.ears an1d, Sir, it m ust . 
ad·mitte·d in giving ·credit for the 

• 
thi1ngs thie Prilm.e Minister was ve 
go1od to· himself. 

'It is what he s·o 1con·fidently, so a; 
1S·olu,tely conrfide·ntly said and promis 
about the future that I propose 
deal with. He promis·ed ma 
th·:Ln·gs, and, for .my purpois·e, I inte 
only to r·efer to fo·ur of th·em a 
briefly at that. H·e has be·en t alki 
of what he ter.me"d the To·r·y Go1ver 
me·nt as being r·esp1onsible fo·r, a 
th·en., he said, Sir, as follows as to t 
future: 

(Reads) 

There is n.o doubt expr·essed 
either of those as to the statemen 
th·e direct ·state·m·ent, confident stat 
m·ent apparently, but Sir, we will 
pardoned for ruski:ng where is there 
little to be foun·d of that program th 
has 1been acco1mplishe·d si,nce 19 
since th1e people· gave him the oppo 
tunity to carry •out his pr;o.mise 
sin·ce t'h·ey put him with a m.ajority 
char1ge of the affairs of this countr 
what has h·e ,d.on,e to justi1fly h is p 
mi1ses 'before this country to-day ? 

A.s far as ind.u1strial developme 
1g·oes, Sir, '\V,e ·do kn·ow that th·e G 
ern1ment an\d th·eir Lead·er pr·omised 
establish a vast industry ·on the n 10 

,e·ast co.ast of .our island; w·e k·now th 
that indt1stry was to be a lar 
pulp mill that was to call for a n e 
penditure of millions, an·d that 
wou·l d take 1care of thousands of me 
during the construction p·eriod, and 
great many .m·en i:n the later peri 
with the esta'bli.sh,ment of a n·ew 0entr 
·and a new t1own, 1but, Sir, in re,me 
bering the Prime Minister'1s promis 
in 1928, we cannot h·elp but wond 

a nce that was acc.ompli·shed for th·e why it "\Vas that, havin·g th·e opportu 
· - Governn11ent of the country, tndustrial, ity come to him s·o qui1ckly t'hat l1e di 

co.mn1e·rcial, 1better1ment of h·ealth con
'ditions, public untilitie1s, in fa·ct e1very
thing don·e or acc1omplislhel durin·g the 

not imm1ediately avail of it, an(d th er 
fore prove to the people that in h 
·co·nfidenc·e he was justifi·ed. 
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As to the million and a half dollar 
investment -~re ha~e heard n~thing, 
and as to the agricultural policy- we 
can ,0 nIY say that unfortunately for 
hin1self th,e only mov,e, the o,ne move 
that ,ve know of, w,a,s th·e creation of 
a con1n1issio·n which called for a very 
large outlay and which, in no way, 
has brought a ·Cent''.s return to the 

country. 

In fact, Sir, notlhin·g lhas been aie
complishe,d ,on the pr,o.mises made b·y 
the Prim,e ·Minister and I must say, 
Sir, that, ha,ring r 1ead this iness.age of 
inspiration and hop·e, it brings to my 
n1 in~d the writin.g, ·or a reference fro·m 
the writings of th·e great Ameri1can 
h1~n1orist who.se writing's and articles 
under the h,eadings o·f Mr. Doo1ey i,n 
the papers of the u .nited States, fior 
n1anY y·ears, weTe al ways eagerly 
read. Mr. Doole·y, as the pen name 
,vas, took particular delight in criticis
ing vvittily and satirically ;p-ublic 
qu1estions of the ·d,ay and public mell 
at the time of the Spanish Ameri,can 
War, and he \Vas ref,erring to a cer
tain admiral who, at that time, was 
in charge o·f th·e fleet of the United 
States, and thi,s admiral ihad m.ade a 
stateme-nt ab·out his intended opera
tion·s, and this is the way Mr. Dooley 
referred to iit in the press. He says 
"Admiral So .and 810 says he is ,going 
to sink th·e Spanish fleet with one 
blow, and he is the boy to blow." 
Now, Sir, this is very apt here and may 
well be applied to the Prime Minister 
and his m 1essage, of inspiration. 

And to ·continu·e aJbo·ut the Gand-er 
Deal; I hav·e ren1ark·ed that in spite 
o·f the definite an\d confident pr-omise 
that was conta,ined in the Prime Min
ister's i11essage, the vv·ond·erful oppor
tunity of putting ith1r·ough this big pr0-
position cam1e to hin1 v·ery quickly; v.re 

must only marvel that he saw fit to let 
this pass, b11t, Sir, we may also be 
pardonecl for being so1newhaii suspici-

OllS o·f th·e cause of this pro1~osition not 
being U·navailed of. W·e also may be 
pa.rdoned f·or i1ot understanding wfu.y 
th·e r·eport that 'vas last provide·d, the 
pr·oposition that was su'bmitte·d to the 
·Governmen;t, why that was not tablecl 
in this House and why the people of 
the country a.s well as memb·er·s of tl).e 
Opp·osition sl1oui1d not know all the de
tails 1of that p,ro·11osition as su!bm[tted 
to t[h.e G·overn.ment by th·e Reid-Hearst 
co·mbine. We w1ere told that it was in
advisable that we sihould know-all 
th·e· country-should knovv the sec1ret 
a.rrange·ments between tl1e Hearsts 
a,nd the R·eids. I am 1sure nob.o·dy wish
ed to k·now that which was ·Of no in
iterest, but 'vhat is ·0 1f present interest 
that this huge propositio·n that was 
gioing to b1r 1in1g in, \V·ould brin1g in some 
$4,000,000 a yeiar to our wo,rking p·eo
ple, was noit availed of. 

I would not stress tihe Gander point, 
becaus·e, n!o doubt, th.er1e are me.mbers 
of the Opp·o1sition following me who 
will, very th·or1oughly, treat 1of this 
stl!bj.ect and .d·eal with it in greater de
ta:il, but I nlusit again malre this o•b
servation that had you availed of the 
Gander proposit[on an1d starrted con
struction work, it w:ould b·e unn.eces
sa1ry for the Governor in 1Co·uncil to 
\have tio sit d1own last Oct·ober· and vo·te 
'the sum, ·Of $1,000,000 to the Hi,ghroa.d 
Co1m·mission and for that bo.dy to h·a ve 
'e•xpended over $800,000. 

I shall brie·fly refer to another item 
that w.e find in th·e ·Speech from the 
Throne. It is true that it is just ba1rely 
i11entioned, but in view ·o.f the fact that 
much to ~o was made about tfu.ii,s ques
tion w1i.en it was first m·o,ote?d ab1out 
by tl1·e Government press and in view 
of the fact thait gr1eat 1thin·gs were to 
be exp1ected by the Prime l\tiinister's 
initia1tion o.f this policy, I deem it :but 
·right to comm:ent, .and thrut is Stand
ardizat1ion. The Govern1nent press en-

• 
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larg·ed upon th!is subject, gav1e it great 
prominen1ce, but I have to say on th·e 
1natter, Sir, that Standardization 
means and entails inu1c[1 moire than 
n1ost 1of us are a\vare ·of. 

I do not know tl1e terms of the 
Standardization that is decided to be 
brought in.to this cot1ntry, burt I do 
know tl1is, thait whether it is in tl1e 
matter of fish, whiatever k.ind of 
standardization 1s do·ne the fishermen 
are bound to· suffer hardship for· some 
tin1e. Standardi'zati·on will take some 

• 

years; if it is brought into ·for 1ce it 
will take som·e years to g1et it going 
t 1horoughly, and for the three or four 
years tl1e fisherman 1is bou11d to feel 
it. 

If we standard'iz·e at tl1e point of 
export ·or on the importer's pren1ises, 
it is boun·d to come 1back, t·o reac·t on 
the fish·erman; he i.s boun·d to have a 
loss, and I have only this point to 
ma.ke, that if it pro,ves the fact that 
the Goviernment vvill bring a standard
izait1io11 scheme into this seissio·n or 
n_ext .session, and if rtl1·ey go ahead wttl1 
th·e operation, I w1ould suggest, ·Sir, 
thait som·e scheme be also worked out 
whereby the fisherman for the period 
''.rhen he is goin1g ·to suff.er, for the 
perio1d vvihen he is going to b·e subje·ct 
to cull, because he will b·e subject to 
c11ll, if the buying and ex1:Joorting is 
g·oing to be stan·dardized - some 
schen1e will ·be v-vorked out whereby 
the fisherm·en will be paid e~ther a 
l)onu.s or a subsidy ·or some other 
means wl1erelby h·e will be protected 
and helped an1d assisted, so that he 
'von'·t suffer ha1rdshiip up to the ti.me 
wh·en the wheels of 1standardization 
'vill be running smoothly and it will 
be an accomplished fa·ct. -

Now, Sir , dealin1g 'vith th·e Auditor 
General's Report: When we remem
ber, and :having eonside1red the at
titude of the present Governn1ent witlt 

• 

regard to ·the sale of liquor in New 
foundland an:d particularly the att· 
tude for yea,rs past of Si:i; Willia 
Coaker .a11d the members of th 
Coaker section of the pres·ent part 
we are n10 less than appalled thalt the 
are toiday satisfi·ed to rep-res·ent th 
country in the rank1s ·of a Go1vernme 
who have gone out to sell liquor. 

I say it is surpr1ising how the me. 
bers, particularly of the Coaker se 
t!io1n, could have saJt over the1re la 
year, and can sit th·ere th'is year, rea 
reports; hear comments , .and th 
tl1in·k what Coaker and the·y stoo·d fo 
wihat they preiached throug1l1out th 
country; how they can sitand to tak 
it i's a ·marvel. I will refe.r t o th 
Advo·cate ·of Octob·er, 1925. 
e.ditorial in that pap·e1r, ·Sir William 
personal or'gan, the following ·o 
ct1rred: 

• 
(Reads) 

"The greatest curse ................... . curs 
of 1 i q u o.r." 

\Vell, Si1r, that was 1925, and in 192 
. this present Go·vernment, with Si 
W1illta,m Coaker, with the m.an r 
sponsible ·f.or tJhat editorial 
came into power, and it is true, Si 
we got early notice of a new Liquo 
Bill; w.e were told 'it was to be a 
amend.menit ·of the !bottle 
were told that too much rum, 
·mu1cfh. sp~rits were being co·nsume 
and that the un·derlying idea of i 
traducing this ne·w Bill was to cu 
the cons1umption, to sav·e the w·orkin 
m,an; t·o prote·ct him f:rom loss of in 
·come, loss of earnfn,gis, loss of h ealt 
and to prote·ct in a measure his wif 
and ch11~dren; tl1at was really th 
underlying p1rinciple, as we were· tol 
but, Stir, rea1ding the Auditor General' 
Rep·o,rt, it c,ertainly cannot be con 
tended that is how it worked. Mu 
opprobrium was ca,st upon the Mo 
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Ll·quor Bill, but now we find that 
roe . 
that arti.cle w1as no.t s1n·cere, and tihe 

le who wrote the article must 
peOP . 
I known it was not s1nc·e1re. H·ow-1ave 

"' 1·t served the purpo·se, and we eve1, 
ha,re good reason t·o know that the 
,v0111en particularly fell for that 
propaganda niade a'b,out this qu.e1stion. 

How it was ever c·o·ntende;d o·r could 
be contended that the privilege of 
bu)rin·g a bottle a 1dia.y wa·s being avail
ed of by every man in thi1s country 
I can't say, but I do know this, that 
,vitl1 the privilege ·Of b1uying three · 
bottles a "reek, we are now buying 

111ore tha11 when we had the privilege 
to buy it every day, and tlhe answer 
is to be found, Sir, in th·e Auditor 
General's Repor1t.,. 

\\'e find tl1at for last Y·ear rthe total 
sales were $1,000,000, an1d that ·O·ut of 
tl1at they made three h1undred an:d 
some odd thousand sa.le1s profit; m1ade 
fot1r hundred and so·me odd tJhou,san·d 
dollars 1Customs duty, so that out of 
tl1e 1111illion tl1e Gove1rnm·ent too1k in 
$738,765, and that was a net increase 
of tlhe yea.r before ·oif $18,752 over 1929, 
arirl 1929 was ·over 1928, and s1t!ll we 
are told that the intention wcvs 1and is 
to decre1a8'e the consumpitio·n of .alc,ohol 
in Ne,vf·oundland and to :b·etter condi
tions. 

The plain proof of th·e matter is, 
Sir, that tJher.e is no attempt bein.g 
made to de1crease the conisumption of 
alcohol, 'bu1t the hop·e is openly ex
pressed tl1at there will b·e an in1crease 
in the consumption of alc·olhol, and no
body c1ares as lo·ng as tl1ous1ands of 
dollars ·roll int·o the Cu1s1tom1s. That is 
the true state of affairis an·d there is 
no n1eed to resort to cam1ouflage. 

I tl1ink i1t is only fair to the people 
of the country to refer to one mat
ter, an'.d that is the 'brand of liquor 
solcl by the Co·nilr·oller's Depar1tment. 

• 

It is con1m·o:n knowledge tha1t laisit y·ear 
for q,uite a pe1riod there was liquor 
being sold b·y tfu.e 1Co·ntroller's Depart
n1ent that was unfit for h11man con
su1nption. It is true that the badness · 
wa1s con'fined ·only to rum, bu\t that, 
to my mind, was the worst part ·of it, 
])ecaurse it is rum that is mo·stly con
sumed; it is what m'igh:t be termed the 
poor ·m1an'·s drink. 

To the n1an who cian buy c'hoice 
wi.nes, ch1oice whisky, and who has the 
n1oney to avail of thiat luxury, this did 
not 1matter, although ·he might h1ave 
felt ba·dly eno·u1gh that any man's 
money sl1ould be taken for poison, for 
stuff that co·uld n1ot be consume~d, he 
istill wa.s not h11rt h.imself, but, Sir, we 
n1us1t remem'b·er th".l-t · thi.s is th·e peo
ple's Government, and that all the 
rich and all tihe 1blu·e bloods were turn
ed out, but tha:t the gre1at bulk of 
working me1n ar·e no·w repres·ented and 
repre1sented bj ... a worki11gm.an's Gov
ern(ment and repres·ented by me·n w1ho 
told them that they w·ere lb,einrg ridden, 
V\r·ere just underd·ogs, an·d after the 
1928 ele·ction they 'voulti be looked 
af·ter in fu tu.re. 

That is what I am talking ab·out, 
bec.ause thrat i1s the man who has not 
b·een ·considered in this busineiss of 
rum 1selling. As I siay it was c·ommon 
knowledge; even th·e labouring man 
who went and purchased his ru·m hacl 
to· bring it back to the Controller's; 
day 1by day men ma.rched b1a·clr with 
their bottles; wh.at did the Govern
n1ent do? They took th·e money, and 
I c·ontend that any man \Vh10 go·es down 
a11d pays $1.50 to tih.at ·Controller's De
partment for a bo1ttle of rum is e11-

title\d to the 1best bottle of rum that 
ca11 be impoirted into th.e country. 
I rE;fer to thi·s parti·cularly b·ecause I 
think it is a scandal. 

It mu.st b·e re·1n·emibere·d that this 
cou11try i1s payin1g a high priced Liquor 



• , 

100 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Contro1 Com.mis1si·on, but they in turn 
have the ibenefit of .an Ad,visory B.oard 
consisting o.f the Hon. Mr. 1Cashin, 
Hon~ lVIr. Bradley and Ho,n .. Dr. Barmes, 
and I say, Sir, that it is rubo·ut ti(me 
for the people of this country to go 
into the n1atter when it is written 
ab1out publicly in the press, ·and they 
were 1n:otified personally, and they d:d 
not th'ink e1iiou.gh about iit, and, mind 
you, the1se three Com1n·issio.ners are 
receiving some thousands of .dollars a 
year as .sal,ary. I think it is $13 ,000; 
costing the country $13,000, and in 
that r ·especit I state here that in my 

10pin'ion th.ere is ·01ne place, 'as the 
previous leader :lin· th'is debate·, Mr. 
Pudde:st·er, poi·nted ·out that wi1th the 
state · ·of o·ur finances and the \Va,y we 

1ar·e no'v heading, it is going to be e1s
sen1tial, a'bsolutely e1s1sential that 
eicon·o·my lb·e praictised, and that 1cur
tail1nent will have 1to be unde1rtaken 
by this Government; that is .quite true, 
an·d there r·eally s·ee·ms to be albsolute 
1ne·c·ess·ity for having curta'il1menit in all 
our Departments o,f the 1Civil Servi,ce 
to weathe1r the gre,rut depr.ession a·nd 
the finan·cial difficulties in -vvhich we 
are inv,olved. 

I think that the n·eces'sity f.or three 
hi'gh. pric·e.d n1en to run 1tJhis bu1sine1ss 
o:': liauor sellin,g ·in Ne·w:5oundlan'd is 
ridi1~ulous, and, irn my ·01pinion1, ·any 
·man1

, any c·omn1on sense co·mne.te·nt 
man could act as Manager of th1at De
partment and .run ·it effi1ciently for one 
salary. 

Tl1en, Sir, we 1COm·e to an·other p,art 
O·f the Auditor Generrul's Report, to 
whic.h I wi.sl1 to 1m"al<:e reference. 

vVe hav·e 11a·d extra payments made 
f,or services ren·dered t·o Civil Servan ts 
fro·m th·e Depu.ty Heads of the De
part·ments to the fi,remen of tl1es.e inr
stitutions and ranging from over $3,000 
to a fe·vr paltry dollars. I 1am sure, Sir, . 
that the very member of this House 

wh·o he.ard the Aulditor Ge.ner'al's 
po1rt for t11·e first time in t 'he Hou 
ithe other day .must lhave b1een astoun 
ed. · 

I don't thi11k i11 the wh1ole 
of the 1cou1ntry ther·e has e·ver befo 
b.een ·sucJ1 a r ·iotlious throwing a wa 
of money. I hop1e, and I am sure ther 
,v.ill lbe·, the clo1se•s1t enquiry i11ade b 
the Oppostti·on as to h·ow thi1s m·oine 
'vas sp·ent and that a detail,ed stat 
i.r1ent will be· obtained a.s to h ow 
was S'I>en t. Ap,a 1rt fr.om th'is particula 
matte.r thesie see.ms to b·e a loosenes 
all ro·und. 

I a1n sure tl1e Hon. Minister 
Finaince must n·ow b·e a mo.st u1nhapp 
·man· and a most d'isill usion·ed ma 
when he 1see1s how., ltttle he can aic 
comp·lish, whe·n surrou1nd1e·d by t l10.s 
·wh,o s·ee:m to Iha ve no· conc·e1ptio·n what 
ever of living within the ·e1sti1naites 
which they themselve1s hav.e helpe·d t 
pr.epa,re, an1d who now seem to t hro 
money ar,ound la1vislhly. 

;r say, Sir, \Vhat must a man'1s s·ens 
o·f diuty and r·e·spon·sibility b·e, a'n'd par 
trcularly when a .m.an ha·ppe·n1s t o 
hea.d of a Dep1ar1tm.ent wh·en he a llow 
.su1ch thi1ngs to g·o on? When we fin 
f~·moluments and fee·s being paid out t 
all ,and sundry apparently on any ex 
cus·e at all. To sum up, look'ing a t th 
enor'mous amount ·o'f money tihat ha 
·bee·n pai·d 01ut fo·r e1n1o·l11ments and fo 
con1.misstons, it can ·01nly ibe calle 
·yrl1at in the U. S. would be cal lecl 
rwc·ket. In th·e· U. S. that's whart it 
w·ould be calle1d 1a·nd n·oithintg else, an 
f.or the siz1e of this co·un try I must sa 
i1t is a "1swell rac1ket." 

I r ·eme1mber al1so that the IIon. Min· 
ister of Finance a·nd Cu.st1oms calle 
on tJh1e he,a:.d.s .of tl11e diffe·r 1e1nt depart 
ments laist year to do th·eir b·est t o trY 
aJnd sto·p th-e squandering and to 
e·con·omise to tihe best of their ability 
He stated last year that lti·s "door wa 
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k d down'' with appliciants look-
knoc e · 

f 
,. J·. 0 bs There m us1t have lbe·en a 

ing o1 . . 
. down he·r1e too, he pro·baibly 

falling 
had to, but he did, at any rate, make 

ne"r appointments. 

Then the Auditor General refers to 

atl·ons Now as we all know the Re par · 
idea of the Repa·ration Fu1nd was that 
it was the ,8 u1n alloca1ted to New
fottnfdland fro1n1 G.ermany under the 
Yottng Plan. First 101f a.II under it, 
civilians who had s1uff.ered in 1tlhe Great 
"\Var ,vere to .be r1ei1m1bursed an,d afte:r
vrards claimants of the Royal Nav.al 
Reser,~e and th·e pr1soners of War. As 
far as I k11ow ther.e ar·e O·nly one or 
two outsta1n·d1ing 1cl1aimants in resp·ect 
of the Me1rchant Marin·e. What I want 
to know is, with .s1u1ch a sm1all number 
,v·h)r .are the reward1s 1S01 long in b·eing 
made? $500 or $600 w 1ould havie meant 
a little fortu11 1e to soim,e of th·ese claim
ants and still they have had to wairt 
for it over a p·er'i·od of yea,rs. As re
gards the priso·ners of war· the ·Prime 
Minister says that these 1cali1ms have 
been paid. I ·must 1a·c1cep1t thie Pr'fme 
l\'linister's word for it, but if it is 1S·O it 
must have been with·in th·e last 24 
hours. I am delig)hted to hea1·" so, and 
I am sure every returne·d sailo·r · an·d 
soldier must 1be jubiliatie1d, but still it 
is only tardy ju1sttice. But th·e pertiinent 
question is to whom ha1s tihis $12,162.14 
been p·aid. It ha1s been paid with1in the 
last two years. Now e·verybody knows 
that when th·is aw,ard was first made 
the Pri,me l\ii'nister a:ppointed thr1ee 
Commissioners to act in run advis·ory 

l 

capacity. The1ir duties solely ·COnisiste·d 
in grading the amounts to 'be pa'id to· 
individt1al cla'imaints. They h,ave per
formed their w 1ork but 1bh1at am,ount of 

' 

remuneration does n 1ot account for tlhe 
$12,162.14 wh.i'ch . h.rus ibeen p·aid. An·d 
as I say it i,s the duty of th·e Opp·osi
tion to ask that d.etails of this amount 
should be laid on the table· of the 
House. 

, 

Before concluding my r ·emarks I feel 
it my duty to r1ef1er ag;ain to the de
plora'bl.e con;diti:ons existin.g i1n the 
country, esp1e1cially ·in St. Jolhn'1s. Tihere 
is n·o use blindfolding our·selves to the 
pla.in facts. Tlhere i1s a great lac·k of 
employment, ther1e is a gre,a1 deal of 
deistitution, and there is 1no outlook 
for th·e futu.rie. 

Th·oise pe,ople have 1put a hard win1ter 
over them and it is· very difficult for 
those w·ho are in close touch with the1m 
to k111ow ·that t ihetr c·onditions are 
hopeless for tlhe pres·e1nt. I ·say that 
we in this H ·ouse 1should drop the at
titude of pooh p10·0~1ing th·e iidea that 
ther1e is any destitu·tio·n, and if m1em
ber1s ·01f th·e Govern1men1t wer·e in toucl1 
with those people they would h·ave a. 
different opinion. 

Con'di·tions ·in 1tlhe c·o·untry are 1b1ad, 
gentlem1e1n, an.d th·at is why I po·inted 
out an obj.ectio1n to the Prime M[nis
te.r ·'s sp.ee1ch when he .staite·d in the 
House after pointing out the per1cent
age of un€m1ployim1ent for thie p1ast te11 
year1s that C·onditions w·er.e n·ow better 
a.nd th.at 've were 01n, the upgrade. 

As regards , the pa1st con,ditio.ns as 
compared to t 1he pres1ent I.et us loo·k 
t 10 th•e variOU1S 1charitarble1 10r·ganiza-
tions. Let us ta'ke th.e Gr:eat War 
Veterans .AJssoci1aitio·n fo.r· exa1mple. In 
th·e pa1st year·s the ·Great War Ve1terans 
gave only 186 grants for relief and 
this year they gave out 300 grantis p.er 
month .and this ·may be ta,ken as an 
indication, a str.01ng indiciatio1n, of the 
condi1tions 'vhi1ch en'dure in the 'City 
today, this associat1on alo1n1e giving out 
300 grants ·of relief per montl1 ever 
sin.Ce S1eptember. And the other or
ganizations still St. Vincent-de-Paul, 
the Doricais So1ciety and th·e Salvation 
Army, what of .these? You maiy sa.y 
w·e had these ·befo,re. Ye.s we d1id, but 
never before in their histo·ries h 1a '.ve 
they b 1e·en so pressed and this year 
they have been finance1d to the limit. 
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Never before have conditions been 
as bad as they are now; the people 
have ju.st got over .a hard vvinter and 
now in tl1e early s1pring and sun1:mer 
laiter on, they h·ave nothin1g to look 
forward to orther than the few doll,a rs 
they may gain by a day's work and I 
si111cerely truist so1mething better than 
this will 1be d·on,e fo,r the1m. 

I feel 1that I would not be doing my 
duty a·s the juni,or member for the 
district of St. J ohn,'1s East if, before I 
took my seat, I did not ask th1e govern
n11ent, 1b,efor1e the Hou·se clo,ses, that 
they fi.!licl so1n1e c,ertain and productive 
\vork or indu·stry to keep the pe·ople 
occupied. 

Last ye1ar I stated that the Gover 
n1ent should purchase and 1equip so 
s:hip a1nd have it always in readine 
for ·o·ccasions such as thesie w1hen s·uc 
,a s·hip beco1mes 1a d'ir·e ne·ceissity. 
.have an .effi.ciient fire-fighting appa 
1atus and we have ·many patr•ols f 
the pr1otectio1n for our forests 'but 
h1ave n·ot yiet got a shi1p which \vou 
be ne,cessary when such s:hips as t 
Sag·ona and the Beothic are not 
h;and ·to give ,as1sistance in the savin 
of lives such as was ne·cessitated 
the dis1aster. 

I would lik1e to 1c,ongratulate 
Hon. mem'ber for White Bay for as 
ing 1and seeing that the Governm 
installe,d a Wireless Station. at Whi 

MR. QUINT·ON-Mr. Speaker, I Bay, as ·but for the Hon. member' 
w1ould like to s ,ay a wor\d or two a,bo11t 
the motion put this 1afterno·on, but 
first of all, I would like to n1ake a 
r1eference to the disaster which has 
so lately O·ccurred to the sealers on 
t11.e North East coast of our country. 
:: would like to e·xtend a me·ssage of 
smypathy to the relatives and de,pend
ents of those who did not return. 

I would like to congratulate the 
Government for the mag;nifice;nt man
ner in whi1ch th·e1y re,sponded to. the 
call for assi1stance. 

I would 1also like to ·C·ongratul1ate 
those her·oeis of Horse Island fo·r the 
her.oism they d'is'played at their posts 
or duty. Mien have rec.eived de·cora
tions from the hands of His Majesty 

. the King for whic·h they we,re not as, 
0r at least, not more d·eserving than 
t11ese men, such at Otis Bartlett and 
Johnston. 

I would like to t1ake th-is oppor1tun
ity ·of 'suggesting thiat the Gover·nment 
talre this opp,ortunity of m,aking s1ome 
tangibl1e form of recog;nition other 
than the· usual form as recorded in 
the re,cords of thi1s House. 

aictio.ns in this re,gard tlhe result of t 
dis.aster wo·ul,d m1ost pr·o:b·a1bly ha 

+ 

been very much worse. 

I would now like to suggest that t 
Government in1st1all broadcasting st 
tions in St J oh1n1'1s and other statio 
,at ·strageti1c points 1al1ong th·e coas 
I do not like t10 ,criticize rthe Gove 
ment but I ·c,o·nsider it 1my duty to d 
so and I thiin'k I m1ay 1say that if 
1Govenn1ment were on this side of th 
House an,d we were on t1he other sid 
they wo1ud 1b·e just as ready, if 
more ready to criticize us; it is n 
ple1asant to be criticized, n:either is 
pleasant 1t·o 1criticize. I think that t 
only virtue that p1arty p·olitiics, as 
know it, or as it is k:no1wn in oth 
c·ountries, 'is that it permis the 0 
positio1n to qu·esti,on and expose if n 
cessary to the publilc th1e actions 
th1e G·overnment. 

As reg.ards the S1pee·ch from 
Thro:ne, all I can say a1b·out 'the Ho 
'member·s of the Government is th 
they seem t,o be woinder·ful gentleme 
as they see1m to b.e a:ble to m:ake brick 
without straw. I may say that aft 
their three ses1sio;n1s in power th 
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t 11ave very little to show us; 
seen1 o ' . 

be blind, but I cam t see it.. I 
I i11 a y . t t d. 
cannot see that a1nyth1n g ou s an in1g 

b n done by the Gover:nment. 
bas ee . 

P .. 1·n1e Minister has informed us 
The 1 · . 
tliat tlle Jm,perial Conference . which 
· ttended V\ras a suc,cess but we hear 

be a . 
~ otlier· 8ources that it was a 
rron1 · . 

t dl·smal failure. All it seems to 
nios 

ave do·ne was to u1nder·mind Emp:ire 
}le t b "l'"lt f sta'bility, rthe Empire . s a1 i 1 y ,or 
"',hicll much blood h:as b,een s'hed. 

Didn't he try to tell (the Prime Min
ister) that there wrus no depress'ion 
,vhen ,ve kno,w what co1nditions obtain 

here in our 1nidst. 

Don't think th1a1t _there is no depre1s
sion. Only the other 1night I was r ,ous
ed fro1n my bed ,by two1 me;n kno1cking 
at the door of my house at 2 a.m. and 
r dressed because it w·as my duty in 
the comn1on intere1sts of humiandty to 
go with them, and if these, driven by 
such condi,tion, were force1d to ·d,o this 
ho\v many others must ther·e be in 
actual want, an1d I say that after three 

\ 

years of power this state 01f things is 
not creditiable t,o the Government. 

Now if they were cour·ageou1s ,eno1ugh 
to come and seek so'm·e friends to· help 
them put it off a little lon,ger it wo1uld 
be ·,different, bt1t these were 1not the 
kind of me1n wh·o wanted dole. Condi
tions in my districrt an1d in every other 
district for that matter ar'e very bad 
indeed and the pe·o1pl1e are in bad cir
cumst1ances, despite what the Govern
ment state to 1th·e 1conrtrary. 

The ,one redeemaJble fe.ature a1b,out 
the en1ergency i,s th1at a large propor
tion oif our people who are in need 
hide their troulbl,es an,d try to get 
along the 1best way they ,c,an. Every r1e-, 

presentative in th'is Houise must know 
-and it is no use in their tryi.ng to 
camouflage it-that with a shrin]{(age 
of five million dollars in the valu1e of 

the staple 'i1ndu.stry of rthe country 
there must ·b·e ,serio1us consequences 
as a result a,nd that there must be 1a 
lot of destitution .amongst the fish,er
rnen ·and wor·krn1g cl.ass ,o·f people gen
erally, an·d if the oithe:fi industries o.f 
the country suffered in ,a similar m1an
n1er it wo1uld probably 'Cause their 
disa·ppearance altogether. 

It is idle to be 1C·om1p.ari,ng the erar1n-
• 

ing power of t11e people of Newfound-
lrund wit:h tho,se of 1Cana1a·a, the United 
States or the U,nited Ki,n1gdom, and if 
I m·ay ,say 'it there is only 1011e go·od 
reason w'h~r m,any of our p·eople 1get 
along at all and that is because to a 
great extent our women work like 
mein to try and eke ou't an existence 
for thiemselves ·and their families. 

Now, Sir, as far 1rus I can see the 
a.nly persons who seem to be i1n clover 
at the prese,nt ti,me in this c,o·un1try 
are tl1ose who 1are frien·dly dispose1d 
to the Gov.ernm.en1t. It may be perhaps 
tiresome to mem1bers o.f the G·overn
ment to iha.ve Se,ction1 33b oif the Au1dit 
Act talk·ed o,ver so m·u·ch, but it is 
ea ually tiresome to the peo1p·le of this 
co1un1try who have to :pay the bills. 

·No one dispute1s the r'ight of a man 
v1ho has ear,ned m·oney to receive it; 
'·but ther·e are people listeid in the 
Auditor Ge1n1eral's Report who could 
not earn the m ,oneys they r·eceived for 
extra servi:ces wit;h what they get in 
a regular wa,y, n ·o m·at'ter w'hat em
ployment they were engaged in in this 
country. 

Tb.1is, Sir, I ·Sub·mit, is a s:candalo1us 
c1ondition of ,affairs, and it is very poor 
taste for the Governmeint to scatter 
moneys broadcrust to people-m·o·neys 
they 1did nolt ear1n~espe1ci1ally at a 
tiine lik·e this when th,ousands of o,ur 
hard w·ork·ing me11 ·and women of the 
country are so hard up agai,n 1st it to 
live, and I co1nsikler that the Executive 

\ 
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G1overnment, i·n ·permitting s1u·ch a ter
rible waste of puibli1c fun'ds are dis
loyal to pufblic inter·ests. It is a sad 
picture to look at w:h·en .a Government 
is s;up'posed to be rep,resentative 01f the 
\-vor1kin1g people o·f the co·untry swells 
the ·c,off ers olf th·e m1onied i,nter ests of 
th·e riich ib1y exp·loiting th.e interests of 
tl1e poor. 

The l,ate Governm·ent were bitterly 
assailed in 1Setaso.n and out of season 
fo·r caterin1g to "blu.e bloo,ds," but, if 
th·e present Gov.er·nm1ent carries on 
payir1g out mo,ne;y in the· way they 
have b1esn d1o·in·g the pa,st two and a 
l1alf years, everyb·O'dY c1onne1cted with, 
the pres·eint Gov·ernment, dire,ctly or 
i11directly, will be i'n the "blue bloo:d" 
cl:ass. 

Now, Sir, this sort of ad·ministration 
of the country's affairs is not alone 
unJustifiable, \but · a dis·gra·c.e to self
Governmenit. It seems th.at plums are 
r ipe for th~e plu·cking for specia"l 
parties and frieind1s of the G1overnment 
and starvati,on b1y ·degr·ees 'f.or the 
mass.es of our peo,ple. If there was 
any one dec·eint bit of legisl:atio'n that 
p~iss,ed this Ho·u·se withi1n recent years 
it was th·e Pensions Acit p·a1ssed by the 
Mo1nr:oe Government becau1se if th1at 
,,ras not don:e th·er·e would be more 
Ecand·al to' ·hear a1b1out u.n'der Section 
33b ·Of t1i.e Au1dit Ac't. 

I n·otice that the new Superi1nte1ndent 
of the Poor Asylum gets $3 ,000 a ye.ar, 
alm.ost as mu·ch ·as .a professio1n:al m.an 
in charge of a Hospital. Last year I 
ask·eld th·e Gov.ernment to c1o·nsider· a 
small pen1sion for a poor worn 1out 
mail courier in my distriict. The Min
ister of Po·sts and Telegraph1s did not 
answer n11e but the Mi1nister of Finan·ce 
asSiured me that the pensio,n would be 
gr·a1nted. The 1ma1n di·ed a short while 
after. He did n.ot get the pension be
cause he was not a friend ,oif tl1e Gov
ernment. Now if th.at i·s Liberali1sn1, 
gi,Te ine liberty. 

I s·ay, Sir, that th·e public fundis 10f 
th.is country ar1e in grave 1danger of 
total exti1nctio1n through the existence 
of party Governm1ent that we k·n,ow of 
tod1~y. If the people oif the United 
Kin~dom, 1C:anada and the United 
1States Wih·o loan· u1s m1oney kn.e1w h1ow 
this money w·as wasted they 'vould 
cease a1c1c1ommod.ating us with loa:n·s . 

We are moving in th·e direction of 
slaivery a:nd a few m 1ore- years of 
ho'nest~to·-goodness hard time1s an·d of 
w1a,S'te, extr·av:aga·n·ce :and of dr1ow;sy in
action .on the p1art of the present Gov
ernm·en t 1an·d all in the ·country will 
starve. 

Ev·ery mem·ber of th.is Hou1se k1nows 
of the comprom'isin·g p1ositi1on in whicl1 
A!ustralia finds herself and we are 
headi1n1g th 1at way today. Ev.e1n the 
Fina·n1c·e Mini.ster a·dmitteki here in his 
Budget last year th.at the 1Ci'vil Service 
wrus overm1anned, a!n1d, if rumo,ur 
counts :for an:ything, the Government 
proposed to brin·g in a Bill ·at this 
session to reduce th·e ·membership of 
the H.ous1e. 

N 0 1w I am goin1g t10 ,offer a 1sugges
tion. As the Estimiates are 1not yet 
handed down I wo1uld ask the Finance 
Minister to 1con,s·ult with the he1ad,s o·f 
the various ·d·epartments wi1th a view 
to reduice expenditures for the comi.ng 
year by 25 per cent and to cut out 
ithe p,aym.ents ·01f 1mon·ey.s by Order-in-
1C.ouncil-m1oneys n1ot voteid by the 
House. Within th·e p1a,st six ye1ars the 
Highroads Commission spent six mil
li1on cLollars on roads an1d bridges. The 
poi!nt I wish to m·ake i1s that whilst we 
agree that at times there was need 
to reli-eve ti.nemplo,y·me·nt and alleviate 
d.istress, y.eit the borrowin1g and iS:pend
ing of su·c·h h1uge1 sums ·of mo1n'eY for 
carrying ·out this highr·oad policy is 
not a p.aniace·a for our ills an·d will 
not solve the pr1oblem that is con
fronting the workin:g people of thi,s 
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cou11t ry ~oday. One thing it is do·ing, 
it. is helping to reduce th·e railway 
earnings a·nd •beside.s comm·en,sura!te 
retur111s are ·not given for the \\'"Ork 
d·one. In a fe'v ye·ars you will .not ·be 
ab,le to ,get s·ufficie!n1t money to re.pair 
these ro1ads and what is \Vorse tha11 
anything else ,v.e ·h1a ve taken a \Vay our 

111en from productive work -and di.s
orga•n'izecl the fi 1shing industry. That 
is another thin·g the Highroads Com-
111ission s l1ould study. I ·do n.ot want 
it thought that I have so·cialistic 
tend·en1cie1s ; but if that six millio:n d1oil

Ja.rs that wa1s spe.n.t on highroads 'v:as 
devoted to provide faciliti.es for men 
to prosecute the fis1l1eries we wo·uld 
hav·e more tan1gible resiults; .and then 
ag-ain ·even if it is ne:cessary to spend 
road mo11ey why i1ot u1se it IQll the 
Joe.a.I roa:ds in the various d.i,stricts 
instea.d 10.f im1pro\rin1g roads in· the 
back "rood1s that lead from nowhere 
to novvhere. 

Another 1crying shame is the im
proper way that dis!bu1rsements \Vere 
n1.ade in regard to the Reparation ac
r,oun ts. I am. gl1ad t.o 'h1ave heard the 
Prime Mi.ni1ster say that payiments 
h a,re been made to p 1rison1eir.s of "nar; 
bu)t, Sir, I know of .cases where men 
\vho were capture,d by tl1e eneimy in 
time ,of war a.n·d the treatment th·eY 
have re·ceive·d i,s p1ositive1y disgrace
ful. Ot11r Government, I might s1ay~ ha.s 
not acted a bit too qui1ckly b.ec.au1se I 
n.ofilce in a report of the R ·eparaLtion 
Commissioners o.f Can·ad1a that pay
n1ents ha·d been made tio d-e1servin1g 
claimants in Can:ada in Dece1nber, 
1927 an·d it w1as on~y the ·disputed o.n ies 
tl1.at had ·b.een left over un.t'il now. I 
fin.d here also a statement showi.n1g 
P1a:\rmen1ts made in 1927 in resrpe·ct to 
a shi1Jm·ent 10 1f codfisl1 ma~de by va(rious 
Ha.Ilfax firn1s on the S. S. Seri11ac 
which w,a,s sunk ·b1y .a submarine. I do 
i1ot k!n1o'v what the firms in thi1s coun
try a.re g·etting and am n ,ot much 9on-

cern.ed. Th·e ·chief interest I have in 
1Jhis m1attelr i 1s the q·ue·stion of p1rison
ers of war a.ind veterans of tl1e ·mer
cantile marin·e and w.ho are ·memibers 

' 

o{ tl1e association that I l1ave· the 
privilege to be a member of. 

Novv .almost eve\ry}body i1s talking· 
about commissions which have been 
a.ppoi1n.ted witl1in tl1e pa·st t\\ro y·e1ars; 
b~ut I find that ·011ly 1one of the com
n1i1ss·ions ·had the courage to br1ing in 
a report and I ,a1n. ,glad to know that 
tl1e Pttl)lic Utilities 1Co1nmissi-on sa\v 
the necessity for re·du·cti10 1n in the 
pirioce o{ :bread and milk. Now th·e~e is 
r:vh·ere the Government can fun·ction 
properly by prote·ctin·g 'the intereists 
o.f the c.omn1r0n ·pe·ople of th.e country·. 

I 1cannot see how if pirofit on breiad 
c·o.ulkl be =m1ade when fi1ouir was $8.75 a 
barrel :it c~o·uld not be 1m.ade wh,en 
flour 'is $5.75 a barrel. But what s·ur
prise·s me most is that ·the Commission 
finds now that it ~as n,o power to en
f.01r1ce its ·re1commen'dations and m1ake 
those bread and milk dealers bring 
their prices do·"\Vn with the result th1at 
tl1e Go·vern1n,ent h :as to 1brin1g 'in an
othe:r A·ct h 1e1re to give the C·o!m 1mi.ssion 
p·ower and by the time this Act is 
enacte·d into law tlhe pri-ce of flour 

1!111ay prob.a
1

~bly 11ave advanced 1aguin. in 
the fo,reign inark1et. 

Last year th·e Go1vern.men t v·oted 
considerabl1e sum.s of money from un
aJppr·opriate·d 101ans for raiI"'-ay pur
pose·s. I ·presume it is to the credit of 
railway 'account. The, Auditor ·Gener
al's Report state,s that the money was . 
a.vailable for S'P'ending i.n; June of la1st 
year. What I w·ould ltke to know is 
did the railway ,m·an·agement or did the 
,railway C·ommission ·control the mon1e,y 
that w1as spent. The rep,ort sh·o·w's tl1at 
o·nly 25 box cars at $62,500; $2500 for 
a house for a se1ction forem,an ·and 
$130,000 on the new freight shecls was 
all tl1at was constructed 4or bruilt. Fo.r . 



106 HOUSE OF ASSE!HBLiY PR01CEEDINGS 

the benefit ·Of the Railway Com.mdn
sion1eI'S I would point out to t11em the 
necessity for r1efrig·erating c.ars and 
co~\d storage chan1be.rs in the ste·:tm
ers', as such 1facirities in these times 
ar1e of more L~nportanc·e and m10 T1e ,acl
vantageo·us than the· building of higl1 
class sleepi11g and din1ing cars. 

Now, Sir, I w·ant to refe.r to, the 
Free Li-st. T·he re,port of the Blue Bo0\k 

sh·ows that $12 :000,000 worth oif goods 
comes into the coun_try duty free. Of 
course, most of this i's i1npo.rt,ed for 
the use of 'big co:npa.niies op1erating in 
N1e"f.V~Jundland. but nevertheless there 
is .a C·onsiderable amo·unt 0 1f material 
which is imported ,at the tdme of con
struction but w'hich ha1s b1ec1on1e de
cr1eas'e1d a.fter the co1:npanie,s have 
started ,operations. I h,ave su1mn11ed up 
r ere wha,t the poor ,m·an· gets in on 
ti1e Fre·e List an:d it amounts to 
$5 000.000 as against $7,213,941 for 
rrivileged parties and SU1r·ely this 
should lbe a le'SE·01n tio1 us i,n• tl1e future 
wh,e1n co,mp.anies come in here loo•king 
for concee,stons in tl1e \Vay of d;uty 
fr·ee 1entries; whilst on th·e other hand 
there ar1e ' rarious items used by the 
fi,8hermen of the co.untry which co·uld 
very w·ell be reduced. 

For instanc1e, ru1b1be.r ,boots .o·n which 
44 r .~r cent ad valo1r·e:m is paid; oil 
rlotr e~ . ?O per cent is :paid ·and there 
c·ould b1e a. redu·ction O·n tins for pa·ck
i,, O' 1,0hc:ters ;=rnd salmon ~s well as 
corkwoo:d and other ·~uppl'ies; but a 
bi ?"h t.? riff ~r,all should be plac.ed 
a.round the i1m-portati1on of ve1getables 
to this country. I thi.nk we can pro
ducie sufficient Y.egeta bl es to prevent 
a s·um, 0 1f $294 .000 goin12; out Olf this 
country and if our p·eople are unpat.rj
otic enough to want to purcha·se the 
imported article th.ey should be made 
pa:v for them. 

Since this government came into of
fice some dicker was n1ade with the 

' 

Hudson's Bay C·om1pany in coinn·ection 
\Vith services formerly perfo1r 1med on 
t'he Lalbrador coa1st by the Moravian 
Mission. I do not kn·ow if tl11e terms 
of the n·ew arrang<e:ment were tabJed 
in the Ho1use, but ther·e ar·e m.any dis
q uietin.g r·umors of discrimination in 
this respe1ct, 1but I fe1el that th,e 'P•eople 
on the Labra,dor who .are un'repriesent
·ed in this House should be given 1the 
ben1efit o:f the do1ubt and an investig3,
tion taiken up in r·egard to the matter. 

N 1ow, Mr. Spe·a1k1er, I don't see why 
the Hudson's Bay Co. should ·01btain an 
advantage like that ·O·r why thie people 
o.f th·e Lab.rad·O·r sh.ould b·e discrin1 in :; t 
e·d against. · I suppose the ti111 e will 
co·me wh·en the La brad.or will have ;:t 

member of its own, an·d for my p3.,rt I 
c1on't ,see why it can·t i1ow be attacl1ed 
to some other district and ti~e 1»20 ple 
there given s.om.e r1epreso~1t .stti 1J11. 

There are quite a lot of peo·pl·~ tl1ere. 

I am informed that the G·overnment 
are c,o:nte·mplating an increase on but
ter in pails, and I don•'t know whether 
the idea is to protect th1e mill man or 
th·e tub facto,ries. One thin'g is olbvious 
to the peo·ple th·at use them, an·d that 
is that pails are m10.re usa1ble after 
they ·are e'mpty, but I think it is not 
unlikely that wh·en three cents a 
pound tax is put on· butter in p·a,ils, 
it will only b·e giving the tub ·man a 

1c'ha.nce to put another three cents on 
to his. 

Sp1eaking .oif the mlill aict passed last 
year, all I c:an say, Sir, is th:at it is 
most un.satisfactory and most un
pop:ular, and that fifty cen1ts a t:hou
san,d on l1um1ber is .a severe handicap. 
We are al ways only to.o· re1a 1dy in this 
country to ju.mp ,o:n th·e· s:mall produc
er, while big co·mp1anfes ·c.o·me -here 
from ab.road and obtain all sorts of 
con1cessions. 
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MINISTER AGRICULTURE AND 
llIINES--:-Mr Speak·er, those duties 
have been redu·ced b·Y $1.50. 

MR. QUINTON-Mr. Spealrer, yes, 
but surely you will adm'it that in a 
great many cas.es the fo:reign com
pan1y gets o.ff scot free1

• This matter 
,effects my district as well as ·a great 
rnanY other districts in the ·Country, 
and spe·a.king of my own district, I 
have, in t'h·e 0omm,o·n verna·cular, a 
bone to pick with the Hon. ,c .olonial 
Secretary, who is 1shortly to be the 
Secretary of State. I don1't know whiat 
I, in narticular h.ave ever don1e to. the 
Govern1me,n1t, but they .ar·e c·ertainly 
trying to turn my district against 1n1'e. 
I think it is a rather extraordinary 
p.ositio1n fio·r the memlber to have all 
the affairs ·o:f the district taken ·e·ntire
ly out of his hands. A lighth.ouse w.as 
1bud.lt ther·e last y.ear and the first I 
heard of it was when I received a let
ter from a man asking to 1be reco·m-
1nend1ed .a:S lighthou·se keeper. In this 
rartiicular 1c;as·e if I had 1b·een· COnS'Ult
ed I wo1uld h:ave reco1mimended a fog 
alarm.. At 1any rate t~hings are in a 
terrTib1le 1mes£ the.re at pre.sent, :a:nd if 
the G·oViernment ar·e 1contemp1latin1g 
spen1din·g any mioneiy there I w.ould ask 
them to do it now, and not to wait 
until a c.ouple of weeks before the 
elections. In tllis connectio·n I wrote 
th·e Hon. ·Colonial Secr1etary as fol-
lows: • 

(Re·ads) 

The Hon. gentle1mian did me the 
eou.rtesy of spe.aking to me a.b.o.ut the 
matter so·m·e tim1e ·afterwards, and ion 
the 25th •01f se.pt1e1m1ber this lette.r w·as 
addresse.d to the same source: 

(Reads) 

N·ow, Mr. Speruker, these we.re r ·ea
sonable su·ggestions. The Governme.nt 
has seen fit in the past to expend 
money on roads leading from no·where 

to n.owl1e·r·e, and yet on the 1st of 
October s·everal days 1afte.rwards I got 
the follo1wing reply: 

(Re.ads) 

These two brid·geiS i.n my district 
would requir·e three tiimes the amount 
of the spec,ial grant, an·d $10,000 was 
a com1pa.ratively S'm,all amo11nt. But 
the irony of it is th·at the Report of 
th·e At1ditor General .says that the $10,-
000 was actually spent, yet the Go.v
ern1ment on the sam·e date s.aid it had 
no m.oney to .sp.en·d there. This is my 
reply ancl as I h·ave read the ·others T 
mi1g.ht as well read th.is: 

(Reads) 

l\!r. Speak·er, I hav·e a 1great ·deal .of 
respe·ct for any p1arty whether G·o1v
ernment or Oppo,sition that prlays the 
·game, but I h.ave a:bsolutely no.n·e .fo.r 
one that can act as me·anly as that. 
They are firing everybody all ove·r the 
district, simply lbeca·use they did not 
vote for the Gove·rn1m1e·nt. Old m·en ·0 1ver 
sixty are being disca.rded and young 
ine·n p·ut in their pl1ac·es. I c.o,uld fill 
another Au·ditor General's Re1port, if I 
wa.n,ted to·, with 'the s1ins ·01f co·mmis
.sion of the Governm·ent. A tim,e will 
come, Sir, whe·n tho.se who· sit in rthe 
seats of the mighty in this c.ountry 
will h.a ve a b·ette·r idea of playing the 
gam·e. 

Last Y·e·ar it was my privile:ge to 
com.plirnent th·e C;hairman of the 
Board oif Health ·O·n his good work in 
c·onnec1ti1o·n with his. Department. If 
there is one ·ma.n1 mo1re 'th:an another 
in the Go·vernment who merits praise 
it is he, and I want to giv1e ·credit 
w11ere credit ts due, to the Chairman 
o.f the Boa.rd o.f He·alth. The Health 
problen1 in this community requ1ires 
de·eper though1t and closer study than 
the av.erage man re,alizes but I am 
glad to se·e th·at a real effort is 'bei1ng 

• 
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made towa.rds solvin·g ·this co1nplicat-. 
ed pro1ble,m1. A Bill, I understand is 
sl1ortly to come be,fore this I-Ious·e and 
altho·ug·h it inay have its faults and 
sl1ortc.omings side •by side with its ,ad-

. va.ntages, it is, ho·\V1ever, a serioun at
tempt to do something i•n a practical 
'va·y for the p·e·o1ple of th1e cou.ntry. 
Its ad.option w'ill create many new 
features and I think that every·one 
,~vill agree ithat tl1e Chairman of the 
Board of Health deserv·es the s11pp,ort 
and assistanc1e 01f ,every member o.f 
this H·ouse. It is a pity that every 
th,inking main and wom1an was not 
IJr1vile·ged to rea.d tl1e first interim re
port of th1at Commission. If we are .not 
goi·ng to save money in one dire,cti·on 
we mu,st save it in another, btrt, not 
11nd1er any circu1msan,ces should it be 
saved ·at the expense of the si1c.k po1or 
of th·e cou.nitry ·but at the expense of 
those \\rho endeavor to g·et the better~ 
of thje Departm,ent of Pu;blic Health by 
imposition. 

There is a gre•at need fo1r a labor
a.t·O·rY at the 1General H1ostpital. T11ere 
1are thou·sands of peo-ple thro1ughout 
the Island and else1where who do n.ot 
l~now tl1at we have not got one. In a 
country such as this with s·uch a 
la.rge area of sp·arsely p.op11lated Iiand 
a la!boratory is an absolute neicessity. 
The best m·edic·aI services 1a,nd e·qui.p
ment that m1oney can buy s1ho·uld be 
a.va.iilalble to minister to the needs of 
the sick and infir111, inoney spent in 
bu yin~ st1ch ne1ce.ssities is inoney well 
inv·ested. 

F.or many ye1a.r.s the cry has been 
ra.ised for fire es1cape fa·cilities at the 
Insane Asylt111n. I do not know if stie·ps 
ha.ve b·een taken to have this n·eed at
tended to but it is ti1n~e thiat some 
action \Vas taken to ensure th·e in
n1.ates of t11is In.stitution eViery po·s
sib1le chance to saY.e themselves from 
a ·l1orTible death in the event of a 
fire tl1 ere. 

I do not lrno\v i·f rep.resientativ·es in 
otl1er districts fi11d tl1e same condition 
as I do in mi11e, 'but I say, withou 
prejudi1ce to those Relievin1g Officer. 
wl10 ·are trying to d·O· their best, that 
the a;p ~~·ointment sl1ould not 1be at th 
discretion ·Of the district represent 
ative, and I tell yo·u here no1w, Sir, 
tl11at if I a111 ever ·elected as the re-

. presentativ.e of a district in a Govern
ment party, soime of t ·hem " rill h1ave 

to 1go. 

The most diffic1ult p1ro:blem that con
fro11ts a p.0Iiti1cal represe11tative o·f a 
dJstri'ct in this c,ountry is to have 
some p·o·or t1nfortt~na,te adm.itted to 
ho:spital. The fau1lt is e¥erybody's, I 
don't kno·w "\vho s111ould ta·ke the blam& 
'b,ut I do l{now that if some·body writes 
the n1en1lbe.r that they ar·e in ·a very 
seriou.s C·O·ndition you W ·0 1uld h.ave to 
l\:n1ow ho·w to do cross-woTd puzzles 
in order to ascert1ain the proper pro
cedt1.re necessary to get that poor un
fortunate medical assistancie. 

Last year I advo·cated that the Old 
Aig.e Pension law be changed and now 
I \vould like to 1add 1a word o·r two to 
" 'l1at ~- said l1ast year. If we did not 
·have the frame ,of inind w·hi1ch cau.ses 
the exp1enditure of huge s11ms for this 
and that- take up a newspaper an1d 
you. will .see people getting all kinds .. ' 

of imoney--v1e1rhaps it wo,uld not be 
n.ecessary to ask this, but sur·ely we 

• 

can c·hange this law soi th·at old p,e.onle 
of 65 or 1at the very mo1st 70 should 
get a little relief·. There are so .many 

· poor 1old deip1endent fisherm1en, who 
have· spent a ·lifetime in bringing 
\vealth into the col1ntry and w·ho, now, 
too old and in1firn1 to w·or·k, are now 
dependent o·n the charity of the co·un
try \vhic.h is not forthcoming. Surely 
we can afford to ·g;iv·e t'hese p·oo.r old 
in·en a fe"\V co·mforts before they leave 
11s. And, for G·od's sal{e, Mr. Spe·aker, 
let us make sorne proper provision 
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t the sicl{ poor an'd in.firm, sh,all not 
tl1a · 
be ,vitl1out sustenance. 

1 maY sa3r that letters of a heart 
rending nattire come to me, and, :Sir, 
these people wh·o write them l1ave to 

ke t tl1eir pride to do so. They are poc 

110t people ,vho are in the habit of 
asking favours. To my nlind there· i1s 

110 greater blot on this •country t:h·an 
this n1atter of withl1,ol1d'ing ,assistance 
to these people I described. It is 
obviot1s that when we 1are spendi.ng 
so n1uch money, cons ideration should 
be given t o tl1es e 1people wh·o cannot 
help themselves. In Canada, wido.ws 
receive as n1ucl1 as $25.00 or $30.00 
per n1onth , ac.cording to t11e pa:rtic,ular 
la"r ap1plying in the pr,ovin1ce and in 
England th ere a re num1erous schemes, 
n·iany sulbsiclized by the G1overnment 
to help 011t th·ose poor unfortun·ates 
\VbO have r '"' d the misfortune to ·de
pend urpon the c.h arity of the people 
for their v·ery e:-: istenc·e. It is true . that 
the Government alloic.ated $20,000.00 
last year for Ol1d Age . Penslo1n1s but 
wbat was that? That w 1ould go 1only a 
very short 'vvays to-vvards relievin1g the 
situation in any w·ay. 

No1w, the question has bee·n mooted, 
·p·articul1arly in the ipr·ess of the Gov
ernment, that some ·for·m of stand.ard
ization is nec·essary to save 0 1ur di-
1ninishing indu,stries. It is a 1big word 
and a bi1g :nrop,o·sition. There are men 
who will disagree with the position 
vrhich will attain under standardization 
and the party wh10 1is r 'esponsilble for 
introdu1cing 1a Standar'dization Bill and 
the proper administrati,on of it will 
stiffer much criticism, just and unjust, 
but soo·ner 01r later it will havie to 
be done. 

Conditi,ons in this country to-day 
'vill have to 1be fixed. There is grave· 
danger in a Bill of th'is sort, ilf it W·ere 
i 1 ot lproperly handled it would do a 
great deal o.f h a rm., b11t what use are 

the people who are elected to admiln
ister the 1affairs of .t 'he· p·eoiple if they 
hra ve n·ot the co,urage to govern pro
rerly. Thi's .pro·'blem1 o.f Standardization 
1is a nlatter th·at requires deep thought 
and trained minds in ·Order to b·ring 
it to a 1pro1per basis. I1t 'is O'bvi.o,us th·at 
w·e do n1ot produ.ce the goods of the 
quality required that we will not get 
n1arkets ·and the w.orst oif it i·s that 
we 1talk about it b·ut do nothing ,e1l1se .. 

The late A. W. Picc·ott in a rep 1o·rt 
o·f i'he Department of Fisheries, ·de
plored to th,e Morris Government, that 
if Ne"rf,oundland .. ,v·as to hold 01n as a 
fishing country, we woul1d have, to 

. adopt metho,ds in line with those em
ployed by the Norrwegians. That was 
in 1915, it is n,O·\V 1931,. We have 1been 
talking ever sin1ce, some of us, at any 
flate, and as he very a·ptly said that 
t'here was n 1othin1g done in the past 
and 'he m.ean1s back past 1915, b1ut talk. 

' 

It is diffi.c1ult to anti~ci•p·ate just wh·at . 
the Govern1m·ent has in view when it 
says 'Stand,ar'dizati1on' ;iJut I hope that 
it will cons·ide·r the question very c1are
fully befo1re anything is mo,oted. 

I ,-v·o·uld like to say t 10· the Govern
ment right no,w, th1at if this question 
is brought i:nto, the limelight for 
1political 1p·urp1os·es, I say that it is a 
cryin1g sh·ame. We ITT.ave played politics 
vv¥ith our re1so·urces l·on1g enough and 
no Gov,e·rnment sho·uld' take a position 

1of that kind, 1camo·ufl.a.ge it, and p 1aint 
a p1aradise that will lbe 0 1p,ened to ·the 
country if they 1are r·etur\ned to pow
er. 

There are pe,ople· wh10 think that 
'pro1duction in this country sh1ou.ld ,be 
standardize·d, fil1at th·e various fishing 
i1n)du.stries should :be 1mer·ged, ·O·Ur ex
p1o·rbs po,oled an1d various oth·er efforts 
sl1ould be made· to improve our posi
tion. This is obviou1sly not so mu1ch a 
question for thi.s House ,as for the 
trade o·f the country in the aggregate 

• 
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and I do not 1mean th·e exporters more 
tha;n the hardworkin·g, intelligent fish
ermen w1ho 'have the greratest interest 
in this p·osition and who realize that 
even with the as.si1stance of th·e Gov
ernme·n t th1e 1pat'h i.s very st1ony. I 
would like t10 see the Government 
.spend some money 01n a conferen·ce 
to be held in this town and brinig in 
peo:ple from all over the co·untry who 
are interested 1in this question. · 

I feel th.at this question is not one 
entirely for the House, 'b.ut chiefly for 
the tra·de1

, and I would suglgest th.at 
some money could be s1p.ent in arrang
ing a c·onference b·etween the trade 
ain1d the producers and the Gove·rnment 
S·O th:at all together would be able to 
develop so1me arrangement in whi1ch 
the gospel of go1od g·oods would be 
' 

preached, and that to my nlind must 
nec·essarily prece1de .stand1ardiz.ation. 
Ever·y,body re,cognizes th.at someth'ing 
i~ wanted, but what I propose is that 
've should organize to discover a re·m
edy. Hith·erto W·e've been only running 
away from 10'Ur proble1m:s. We hav1e 
·O·nly 1been, 1S·O· to s1peak,, offering bri/bes 
t·o our difficulties, by stalling them off 
for the present. 

I think it is high ti'me that our 
politicians .sho·ul•d lbeC<)ID·e imlbued with 
th1e sa,me id1eas as doctors when they 
are trying to di1agnose a 'Case, .and as 
is wer'e, to1 put o·ur pr·o!b,lems 01n an 
operating t·able, 1an·d at lei:tst give them 
a 1chanc·e ·01f ·being solved. As it is we 
are 10·nly fighting a I'lear guard actio1n 
all th·e time. 

'The Government has now be·en in 
office for over two and a half years 
and we are he1arin1g the same old story 
all the time. They have e·volved a grand 
Hrg:hroads poli1cy, a grand Railroad 
P·01icy and still ap·parently they h 1ave 
not a dollar to spen1d on the b1asic 
d1nd1u1stry of the country. 

I believe, Sir, that all ·O·ur mills and 
all our mines 1C01uld ,be taken away, 
.and if a Governm·ent c.ould put a good 
fish policy in operation, t11ings in this 
·country would :be just a s w1ell 1off as 
they are n101w. I say, Sir, that we can't 
1begin to fatho1m what an immense 
so·urce of revenue ·Our fisheries are. 
T1he B·o1ard of Trad·e is just as much 
to 1blan1e iin this mratter as a11yibody 
·el.se, an1d I say nh\is with all d'ue de
ference to the memiber f.or Trinity 
s .o·uth who happens to ibe a c ·oun·ci.llor. 
I was one myself at one tin1e, but I 
re.signed. Why n1o·t brin1g to1gether the 
peopl1e intereste1d and talk the matter 
over? It is not 1be1c·ause the Govern
ment ha1npens to be ·on 0 1ne side and 
the merch1ants on the -other that tihis 
sh101uld not lb·e done. 

Ther,e ·are men on this sid·e of the 
House 1both broad enough and big 
eno·u1gh to realize the diffi1cul ties of the 
problems the Governn1'ent are up 
ag1aint at present and to 0 1ffer them 
·every a1ssista1nce 'in their power. My 
own di.strict is essentially a fishing 
on.e, an·d if it were not 1f,or the .salmon 
fishery and the squid fishery last year 
it wo·uld have .gone very hard with 
t11em. The cod fishery alone was not 
en.o·ugh to su1p1port 1o·n1e settlement. The 
w·hole truth is that 1people are not· fish
~Ti g n·ow. T'hey IJJ.ave lost th·eir desire 
to do 1SO. It is ill10t so ffi:U1Ch the fault 
·O:f t!he mlarkets 1and everythin1g c·an't 
1be barned on that. If the G1o·viernment 
persist :in 1their 1policy of s icattering 
money albio·ut, I say, Sir, its going to 
ki'll the fisheries. 

A.s regards the markets, thou:gh, 
there is no ·d,oubt tib.·at our position is 
indeed a perilous 1o·n·e, and the trade is 
as much to 1blame as th.e 1po1liticians 
fo·r that. 11he se,llel'ls aibroa·d who are 
representi.ng the firm.s can sell Ice
lan·d and Norwegian fi,sh as well as 
our own whenever it suits then1 to do 
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50
. WhY should any business man con

sider doinlg ·bu1siness with a firm w1:1en 
he knowis that he is bein.g ·double 
crossed. I thin'k thiat our local firms 
are not •big enou1g1h financially or .ad
ministratively t.o re·alize that our 
troulble is just as ·n1uch a sales prob
l em as anythin1g ielse. 

on motio11 the d·e·bate on th·e Ad
dress in Reply was deferred,. 

Pursuant to Order and on motli1on .. -
of t11e Min,i.ster of Agri1culture and 
Mines the Bill entitled "An .A!ct for 
tl1e Grading of Potatoes and Turnips" 
was read a .second time, and it w·as 
ordered th·at the s.aid Bill be· re:ferred 
to a Committee ·Of the V\rhole House on 
to-morr1o·w. 

MINISTER AGRICULTUR.E AND 
)JINES---.Mr. Spea,ker, that year we 
got a'bout 19,000 barr·els of 1potatoes, 
a larg.e quantity of ·c1rub'bage and of 
other vegeta'bles, h·owever, later on 
due perhaps to lack of proper super
vision ·Or som1e other c.ause the quality 
of the ve1get.aible deteriorate·d gre,atly, 
I had some, sent in for my own private 
insipection and I may say that the 
potaitoes were p1r1acti1cally worthless 
an'd the oth·er ve1getables of n 10 value 
and 1consequ·e.ntly sales f.ell o.ff. That 
has happened so oiften that it is ne
cessary to take .steps for tihe stan-d
ardizati.on of the vrodu1ce. The Act has 
been co:m.piled wi;tlh very 1much ·care .an1d 
ot1ght to prove satisf1actory if, how
ever, it turns o·ut that certain amend
me·nts are needed to meet any new 
state of things, th·en these amendments 
can be introduced whenever necessary. 
The Act should be of real value as it 
will encourage the growth of home 
products. 

The reading of it :by the m·em
bers will, I think, clarify .everything 
as 'Well a.s though I discusse1d it seic·
tion by section. 

MR. PUDDESTER-Mr. Speaker, is 
it intended to have the produce sent 
to a C·entral grading station o·r some
thing of that s·ort. 

MINISTER AGRICULTURE AND 
llIINES_,l\Ir. Speaker, that is not in
ten•ded, tlhe different ,grades will be 
sold as such lb.y the pro1d1ucers - and 
those not up to the gr.ade.s will be re
turne·d. 

MR. PUDDESTEJt--,Mr. g,pea1ker, is 
it possiible to k!now if the heart of a 
large p1otat,o i.s hollow? 

MINISTER AGRICULTUR.E 
1tIINES---1Mr. S:peaker, that 
course, impossi1ble. 

AND 
• is, of 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-Mr. Sp·ea'ker, we are not finan,cially 
str,on1g enough as yet to afford the 
p·ur.chasing oif .an X-ray eq·uip·ment for 
that PU~P·OS1e. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSIT'ION
Mr. S1p.eaker, some time ago., for my 
own rrriv,ate interest, I calc,ulated the 
amount 'draw.n ·from the .sale of our 
o·wn produ·cts S'uch as hay, ve1g-etab1les, 
_1111ilk and egg1s and to tihe total I added 
the amount sp1ent O'n the imported 
eggs and . ·butter, etc., and I was 
astounde1d t·o find the total w.as o·ve·r 
$150,000.00. It is really astoun,din1g the 
V·alue of su1ch things when you go into 
t11em. I think I inay say that it wo,uld 
be possible to re,alize as much fro1m, 
thi1s sou:rce as fro·m o·ur seal·fish,ery 
and 1as 'far as ~he stan.d.ar1dization is 
·concerned I tl1ilnk bhe lo,cal merchants 
would only ,be to glad to ·giv·e the ipro
ject their support if only the1y 
could 1b·e assured of the quality. It is 
bumiliating t,o see 0 1ur ships p·utting 
out an,d goin·g to Canada in or·d·er to 
take ·On provisions, even the· West 
C'oast .steamer, I understand, gets it's 
vegetables fr,om Prince Ed1ward Is
la1nd, as is, I think, tl1e practice of the 
G·overn·ment steamers. 
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It was move,d an'd secon.ded that 
when the· House rises it adjourn until 
to-morrow a·ftern.oon at three 10·f the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

----

TUESDAY, Ma1·ch 81, 1931. 

The House met at three of the 
cl·oick in thie aJfteirno·OlJJJ 1p1ursu,a.nJt to 
a dj,oru. rnme n t. 

HON. MR .• LEl'VIS.-Mr. S·peaker, I 
v1as asked 1by the reside·nts of Col
li1er'·s ·East to pres·ent to this House a 
petition a 1sking for a spe,cial grant for 
the extension of a road in that place 
Last year a similar 1petition 'vas pre 
sented and S·ubsequent to the closing 
of the House I succ,e·eded in getting a 
small grant. The road in question 
was extended two or thr-ee miJe.s and 
tl1is p·etition asks for a furthe·r ex
tension to the ·same road. 

Tl1e obj.ect of g,etting a S1pecial grant 
for this road i.s to enable the people 
in t1hat particular se·ction. to gain ac
cess to the country-side where· they 
are accu1stomed to pi,ck blue berri€s. 
Th·e blueberry industry has grown to 
large proportions in that section of 
the district in rece·nt years. It is a 
gre·at source of income to our people 
and I hav,e· gre.at pleasure in 1endorsing 
tt.1.e prayer of this petition, and I ask 
that it be ref.err·e·d to the Public Worlrs 
Department, and I hope that in the not 
far diistant future something tangibl,e 
will be done. 

Th1e1re lh,a,s 1be1en n10 de1m.an·d .for relief 
• 

from t'h·e.se !people, even though the 
fish1ery in this se,ction has been a com
plete failure, and this is because of 
this industry, that is, picking blue
b,erries, which during the month of 

July, Augu·st and September has yield
ed su1ch pr1ofitable r1etur11i-3. Mr Speiak
er, I su1pport this petition and ask 
tbat it be refe·rred to the Department 
to which it r,elates. 

MR. PUDD1E!STER~-lVIr. Speaker, I 
a.sk leave to present a petition from 
the residents of R·ed Head 1Cove, ask-

• 

ing for a 1small sum of money to r·e
pair the road from R,e·d Head ,Cove tc_, 
Bay de Verde. This strretch of road i~ 
abo11t thre·e and a half mile~ lo,ng and 
is a utility or by-.road. This road has 
<ln unfortunate lo·cation inasmuch a.2 
it runs over very boggy ground and is 
very hard to keep up and a grant of 
$120.00 is not by any means adequa. ~.e 

e-~lpe,cially now as th,ere are so ma.ny 
trucks and horses passing over it. 

This p1etition is signed by Rev. Fr. 
Mackey of Bay de Verd1e and Rev. Mr. 
Sullivan, 1Churcih of E1ngland mini1ster, 
a.nd by many promin·ent resid1entt3 of 
that se·ction. I will do the best I e~n 
to allocat,e a 1s much as possible for 
the repair of this road. It is very 'rery 
necessary, indeed, and I give this pe ·i
tion my heartiest support and ask that 
it be referred to the Department to 
'vl1ich it r 1e.lates. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER, 
_,Mr. Speaker, might I be permitted 
to tal{:e this moment to say that up to 
the moment we have re,ceived 
tions to the Viking Disa,ster 
amot1nting in all to $2,105.00. 

dona
Fund 

The·s·e 
donations are v.ery general an.d are n.ot 
so specific as to be transferred. to the 
Permane·nt M'arine Di1sasters 'Fund . 

During the course of tl1e next W 1eek 
or so th1ere is $25,000.00 co.ming fron1 
the South Coast Disaste,r Fund which 
I trust will be transferred with or 
without the- authority of this House 
to the Per.manent Marine Disaster 
Fund. I would like to asisure thi~ 

House . and thos·e identified with thE 
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handling of this fund that it will re
cei"\""e every support from the Govern
ment, and we will assist them in every 
posside way. I feel that the dona
tions coming in from the public and 
tbos~ already received will be abnn
c1ant to provide immediate relief at any 

rate. 

:\Ir. Puddester gave notice of ques-

tion. 
l\lr. Byrne gave notice of question 

l\Ir. Moore gave notice of question 

l\fr. Bennett gave notice of questiou. 

~Ir. Quinton gave notice of ques-
tion. 

i\Ir. Tobin gave notice of question. 

Address in Reply 

JIR. QUilTO~-"Mr. Speaker, con
tinuing my speedh on the Address in 
Reply I would like to emphasize the 
point I have already made respecting 
a suggestion that an embargo be plac
ed on foreign a.griculturai products 
and I beUeve that such a thring would 
bring justifiable Msults. 

Last year there was imported into 
the country salted pork with its by
products of spare rilbs, lard, sausa1gen, 
ham and bacon with an aggregate 
,-alue of $1,050,000. I am convinoed 
that given proper encouragement we 
could produce our own agri1cultural 
requirements and many items of farm 
produce could be produced at home 
thus distributinig among our people 
many thousatnlds of dollars now being 
sent out of the c-0untry. 

Newfoundland was never properly 
examined as to its far reaching pos
sibilities in the way of agricultural 
development. I say that as far as the 
fisheries are concerned there are 
plenty of room for a sound policy of 
sta.ndar<lization and in this connection 
I can see fully the benefits of a bonus. 
A bonus could particularly be made 

applicable in conjulllotion with a 
standardization scheme. A profitable 
voyage for the fishe,rmen makes work 
for everybody. 

Our past governments have subsid
ized ~ver}'t.hing that is foreign but 
there is never aruy care for the work
men these companies exploit. We are 
allow1ng foreign steam·ers to take 
away our produce to the foreign mar
kets, a very short-sighted policy and 
we are allowing our coastal trade to 
be harrassed by the same means. The 
time 'has come when Newfoundland 
must assert herself alild protect her 
own industries. Everiy quiintal of fish 
is going to hlle markets in Danish, 
Korwe.gian aind Swedish steamers and 
Halifax •steamers are taking away ~11 
our coastal trade decreasin1g our rail
way earnings and starving our coast
ing crews. 

The United States ·conisumes 15 lbs 
of fish per head per annum; Germany, 
18 lbs; Egypt, 6% lbs; Argentine 10 
lbs. Other South American countries 
average 14 lbs; Japan, 58 lbs and the 
United Kingdom 56 lhs. With the small 
consumption per head in the United 
States it can be seen that the Amer
ican fishermen have not pelll.ietrated far 
into their own markets an!d I can 
not see why the government could not 
see fit to miake an experimental sh:iip
m.ent of a few hundred thousand 
pounds of fresh codfish anld em.tl·eavor 
to initroduce it into the populous cities 
of the U. S. These are things which 
could mot very well be done by the 
merchan1ts and -experimentts are ex 
pensive but pioneering work has to be 
done in all paths ·of endeavor. 

The question of cull will be a dif
ficult one to handle. It is true that fish 
i'ntended for one market sometimes 
gets into another but the government 
should have the right to say by law 
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whether inferior or superior fish 
should go to certain markets. Bad fish 
should be destroyed wherever it is and 
there is no excuse for the man who 
pawns off an inf<erior article. The man, 
whether an exporter or fisherman, who 
ships abroad knowingly an inferior 
article, is a menace to the trade and 
to the best interests o-f the country. 

Last year I recommended amend
ments to the War Pensions Act. I 
ho1ped that when the estirrnates came 
in this year provision would be made 
to place the poo.sion bonus to be paid 
to ex~service men on the same basis 
as in Canada. 

In conclusion, l\1r. Speaker, I wish 
to express the hope that the govern-.. 
me.nt would try and take some steps 
to remedy the conditions which are 
prevailing unless they ar·e prepared. to 
see things go from bad to worse in 
which case there would be no means 
of knoV\ing where we are going to end. 
All of the people cannot go out of the 
country to seek a living and there is 
no reasciil why any should go out of 
their own country but be enicouraged 
to stay here and earn a decent livli
hood at prodtucUve ·employment. The 
only cure for unem1ploymernt is pro
fitable work and it is to that end le
gi~lators an;d all others must eagerly 
strive. 

)IR. BENNETT.-Mr. Speaker, might 
I be permitted to make a few obser
vations in reference to the motion now 
before the Chair. I was unavoidably 
absent from the House when the news 
of the terrible Viking disaster came 
in, and consequently was only in :1 

position to gather garbled accounts 
from foreign papers as to what hap
pened. There \Vas one particular 
thing that struck me after the dis
aster was reported. American or
ganizations got together and chartered 
a plane and provisioned it and fitted 

it wHh medical sui;plies and in a very 
short time it took off on a long flight 
to render assistance to a little steam
er of which they could have known 
very little, and only because there 
was one or two Americans 
in the disaster .. 

X ow I think that if this plane was 
of such use, would not our own little 
plane have rendered much assistan~e 
at Horse Island at the time of this 
disaster and I understand that it has 
at other times been chartered by the 
Government for the purpose of car
rying mails. It would in a large way 
have been the means of relieving much 
distress and suffering. I am not in a 
position to say what the trouble was, 
but its lack of use is inexcusable. I 
'vould also like to say a word of con
dolence to the friends and relatives 
of thosa "Who did not return. I should 
also like to extend a word of sympathy 
t<' those who are at present under 
ti·eatment in the various places in 
the city, and I hope that in a short 
while they will have fully recovered 
their health. 

I understand that everything pos
sible was done by the GDvernme.nt.. I 
am told the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries stood on his feet like a lit
tle man and did his best. He sent 
steamer after steamer off, and left no 
stone unturned to keep those a t home 
informed at to what was happening. 

I would like to take this oppor tun
ity of congratulating the proposer and 
seconder of the Address in Reply to 
the Speech from the Throne. On my 
return I read the speeches made and 
even if unsuccessful, their efforts to 
locate a little life into that dead docu
rr:ent is deserving of congratulation. 
In the Speech some refernece was 
made to the fact that the depression 
of the fishery in the country was such 
jp st no"r as to cause the expenditure 
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aplweciable amount; now the 
of an 

Ciable amount referred to is appre . . . 
·t a c::um of monev, m my op1n10n. 

qUI e ~ . 
::rnd when I find other expenditures are 
referred to as minor and lesser 
accounts. I am lead to believe the Gov
ernment bave a strange idea of a large 
sum of money. The appreciable sum 
referred to is five millions of dollars. 
imagine; almost half the treasury 
takes ai;;nuall.r is calmly referred to 
as only an 3;ppreciable amount. 

The Speech from the Throne re
iterated as usual its reference to the 
fisheries. In this, my third session in 
attendance. the same old reference, 
even a commission has been function
ing from the time of the first session 
and with failing markets annually, 
not one thing of material benefit has 
been done. No matter what indus
ti ies start in the country, paper mills, 
mines or manufactures, the fisheries 
rt>main paramount. Once they fail 
then we fail; once they decline, we 
decline. 

Xewfoundland is the most back
ward country in the world today in 
progress, vision and development, and 
e~pecially in the handling of her na
tural resources. \Ve still export fish 
as we did years and years ago. In 
1900 we had ample markets, but in 
this age of progress, pure food laws, 
sanitation, packing and shipping, we 
can't apply ancient methods and suc
ceed. Yet we compete with up-to-date 
countries in the same old way, and 
what is the result? Greece, where 
our fish found a ready market, has de
livered its ultimatum. Better fish, or 
we will not buy your goods. ~orway 
has stepped into the Brazilian market, 
a market we had solely to ourselves 
for many years, and the Brazilian 
market situation today is very inse
cure. In Italy and Portugal sales are 
made with difficulty. I am not a fish-

erman. but one needs but to read to 
realize we are slipping in the world 
trade. and slipping fast. It ought to 
be obvious to any Government with 
our interests at heart, unless some 
st1 ong action is taken to protect and 
advance our great industry the econ
omic structure of the land might 
eventually collapse. 

i.\fy friend, l\Ir. Quinton, suggests we 
might approach other markets, such 
as America. where there is virgin 
ground for development. \Ve who once 
held the main markets of the world 
have lost them by obsolete methods. 
I fear we have little chance in new 
markets when we lost old ones. \Ve 
are backward, the most backward 
country there is now; even the blacks 
have gone forward under white con
trol, while we stand still. Adopt new 
methods and hold and increase in the 
markets we know and understand. It 
isn't that I am knocking Newfound
land. Immediately anyone starts a 
line of criticism, constructive criti
cism. all say: Oh! he's knocking the 
country before the whole world. But 
we have reached a point where we 
need a good kick to wake up, and 
playing politics and indifference won't 
do it. "\Vhy, if anyone puts up a new 
building he is day-dreaming; so we 
run along in the same old rut and 
stagnate. 

The Government has spent in the 
past year one and three quarter mil
lions in highroad building and general 
road programme. It must stop. The 
Monroe Gove.rnment spent a lot, but 
P-othing in proportion. It is obvious
ly unremunerative. Take the millions 
spent and foster the fishery. Build. 
it necessary, curing centres. and squid 
depots and other modern methods; at 
least try it for a year, and the results 
would be astounding. Let the fisher
men fish, and you find a way to make 
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it profitable for them. ::.\lake them in
dependent as in the past, and not kill 
their independence by useless work on 
the highroads, paid out to them from 
borrowed capital. 

When you come to think that the 
sum of $261,000 was -spent on a'ble
bodied relief, and $1,233,000 on the 
highroads last year in a country with 
only a revenue of $11,000,000 and with 
a population of only 260,000 people 
One and three quarter million dollars 
was spent on poor relief to keep the 
people alive. An economic collapse 
if this state of affairs continues, will 
be the result, and the responsibility 
·would be the Government's; and al
though this Government must tgke the 
responsibility of past governments up
on their shoulders, yet if the Govern
ment continues as they are going they 
will have to keep a strong lookout; 
eve~tually there will be another bomb
shell, and a suddenly enlightened peo
ple will say we have the Labrador 
we have this and we have that. We 
have nothing, and now exist on bor-
1 owed monies. 

A road was built last from Goobie's 
Siding to Terenceville which cost 
$588,000-$588,000 for a road away out 
there, back of the hills, for the rab
bits to play on in the moonlight. After 
a few years it will be a place for rab
bit snares and blueberries. To use 
your motor car you would want to be 
a 1"''30btely made of money, the road in 
sume parts is in such poor condition. 
This Goobies-Terenceville road will 
cnst thousands of dollars to keep in 
repair. We can't stand that. \Yhat 
we want to do is cut out this highroad 
business altogether. There is not a 
half dozen good roa1s in any district 
or in the whole country. There are 
r;.o connecting links of roads with the 
railroad. and then people wonder why 
the railway shows a deficit. This 
highroads business is killing the fish-

cr~es and the independence of the fish
ermen. \Vhat the men want is honest 
work, a ren1unerative work, a work 
that will bring outside money in. 

There is another road I would like 
to refer to. Before doing so I will 
refer to the Carroll Cold Storage C o. 
instituted at Holyrood last year to 
procure squid bait and put them in 
cold storage for the use of bankers 
when they come to secure squid. This 
company was guaranteed by the 
Government to the extent of five Per 
cent on its capital investment. Thh 
company will mot leave rcoi::nparatively 
a flip o·f a coin in Holyrood. In past 
years a big means of livelihood to the 
people of Hnlyrcod was the selling of 
squid to the bankers and which they 
annually count on to exist. Xow this 
com'""'any catch~s the squid and pays 
what it likes; puts it in cold storage 
to sell at what it likes and to make 
sure the bankers won't buy direct 
from the fishermen, what has happen
ed? T.he Govern°ment are building a 
high.road out on the Witless Bay Line 
at the cost of $100,000.00 so that the 
squid may be shipped to the Southern 
Shore by truck and sold there. This 
road was built out of public funds to 
ensure the life of the company at the 
expense of the Holyrood fishermen 
and Hon. 1.Vlr. Cashin and Hon. -:.\1r. 
Lewis are its incorporators, and I sup
pose largest shareholders. 

At the first session of the Legis
lature Hon. Mr. Lewis stood on his feet 
then, his chest out half an inch and 
said the fishermen were tired of feed
ing some older politicians who had 
been returned to this House time and 
time again in the past and now two 
and a half years later we find him 
profiteering off the same fishermen 
and exposed to such an extent that 
I doubt if he will ever show his nose 
in Holyrood again or even stop his 
car there 
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Has anyone in this House ever been 
on board the "Swile" operating on the 
Labrador? A dirty stinking hulk with 
an old auxiliary engine hired by the 
Govern:nent at $95.00 a day. Last year 
104 days costing $9,880.00. The smell 
al bilga ·vater, engine oil and cooking 
fighting for supremacy. The berths 
open to all need a shoe horn to get 
in and out. The toilet arrangements 
i•npossi:ble for women and tolerated by 
men a disgrace to the whole country, 

_. i yet an up-to-date steel steamer 
is and has been available a<t $45.00 a 
day, a saving of $50.00 a day. Yet the 
' o a1 n~.aent hires the "Swile'' and robs 
the treasury of $50.00 a day for poli
tical expediency. 

\Ye ~4-El await news from the Agri
cultural Commission. "Why are the 
imports of potatoes and cabbage go
ing un annually? 180,000 bushels of 
potatoes and 855,000 poUJlds of cab
bage imported last year and the farm
ers in my district :find it n1ext to im
possible to market their produce. I 
know people who are starving because 
they cannot sell in competition with 
the imported article. P. E. I. dumps 
potatoes and cabbage ihere from the 
~urplus on hand, has made their profit 
at ho·m·e and can ·afford to dump b ere 
to clean out. They operate on large 
f::Cales and can undersell. "\Yhy doesn't 
the Commission do something here? 
'T'he farmers are willing to do any
thing to co-operate, they want to sell 
in the worst way. Take a grant and 
hold annual agricultural exlhibitions 
in the main centres. Show them how 
others operate. give them a lead and 
they will ~ladly follow. Secure them 
markets when their produce is ripe un.
til disposed of to a great extent, con
trol the imports and if necessary 
sta:bilize prices locally and you will 
soon learn whether the country is a 
farming country or not. In my district 
hundreds of acres lie unused. Th-ey 

can sup)ly St. John's the year round. 
Do something in the line I refer to 
and the farmers will increase in both 
n:imbers and clear more land. 

The next thing I find in the Speech 
from the Throne is the Alan Butler 
proposals in reference to the Gander. 
I do not pretend to. know what the 
outcome may be, but this I do know 
that the Hearsts and the Government 
had reached solid ground for familiar 
discussion. Further the Government 
were in a position for open discussion 
of details with the Opposition but fell 
down on the job. I blame not the 
Prime l\Iinister alone, not the Execu
tive alone, but every individual mem
ber of the Government, because they 
did not even try to make themselves 
familiar with the details or what was 
going on. You know less today than 
we know. The Prime Minister said he 
was going to breathe the breath of 
indu·strial life in the Gander. The re
sults so far lead me to believe he is 
suffering from halitosis. It is no long
er a Gander proposition. Forget it. 
\\""hat you are confronted with today 
by your blundering is a Gander prob
lem and you'll soon know it. 

'l'he terrffic expenditure now before 
tte House shows to the members of the 
Government and to the public in gien
eral, what a terrible state of affairs 
confronts us. I ask the serious view 
of the Government members, it means 
as much to you as anyone else. If we 
go to the wall you will suffer as much 
as I, and your children who hope to 
follow filleir fathers footsteps will suf
fer as well as mine. 

The Speech makes reference to 
placing Newfoundland under a Do
minion Status. From the figures avail
able and the way we govern ourselves 
proves further wandering from the 
side of our mother country would lead 
to disaster. Our only hope in our dis-
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tress is to cling to the apron strings 
of our home Government as a child 
to its mother. A little country with a 
population of only 260,000 people 
should desire no greater freedom than 
we ihave. \Ye show ourselves unfit to 
govern and we ha·ye but ourselves to 
blame and I trust we ever hold to our 
dependency, to our motherland, where
in at least lies some degree of financial 
safety. 

JIR. TOBIN-::.\ir. Speaker, in rising 
to say a few things in connection with 
the Speech from the Throne it is not 
my intention to delay the House in 
any way. It is true the House h a3 
been in session now very nearly three 
weeks and very little business has 
been done, but this was as we all 
know caused through the terrible dis
aster to the Viking, consequently it 
was thought by both sides of the 
House that matters of a contentious 
nature should not be discussed during 
a time of mourning. The country as a 
whole deeply sympathizes with the re
latives of the victims of this terrible 
disaster. On the other hand I want to 
congratulate the members of the dif
ferent crews for the manner in which 
they have done their duty in the face 
of tremendous obstacles. Like the Hon. 
men1ber for Bay de Yerde, I want to 
extend my congratulations to a friend 
of mine, Xicholas Roche, of l\liddle 
Cove, whom I understand ·was with 
\Y~lliam G. Johnston practically the 
whole time as he was one of the last 
survivors to reach Horse Island and I 
am glad to have the honor to represent 
a district which produces men of the 
type of l\fr Roache and those other 
men fron1 St. John's East (Extern) 
who were members of the Viking crew . 

... 
I cannot let the opportunity pass with-
out publicly offering my congratula
tions to the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries for the way in which he 
handled the situation. There will be 

some who will criticize, but I feel sure 
he did all that was poss ible. 

I want to extend my congratulations 
to the mover of the Add r e. · s in Re.ply, 
l\lr. Bindon, and the seconder, l\Ir. 
Strong, who I undersbn.~ acquitted 
themselves well. I a·m sorry I had not 
the pleasure of hearing them as I was 
unwell, but I read their speeches in 
the daily papers and having read them 
I was at a loss to know what they 
spoke on as the Speech cc.nt ained ab
solutely nothing; an Opposition fs 

supposed to criticize c ::r:1structively 
but when they have to reYi8w a S.peech 
with nothing constructi ·;e in it, their 
task indeed is very difficu:t. 

The member for St. ::.\Tary's, :\Ir. 
Bindon, extends his congratulations to 
those gentlemen who had received 
Xew Year's honors. Whilst we of thi:::; 
side offer the same congratulations 
the country as a whole, especially the 
underdog we hear so much about from 
the other side, are more concerned as 
to what this cham,pion o.f theirs is 
going to do for the t'hem in the sh 1.pe 
of employment. We were told some 
time ago at a function in the Xew
foundland Hotel that there was no 
unemployment in the country but we 
now find in the Speech froni the 
Th.rone that there has been distress in 
the country which "my ministers have 
had to provide for." Yes, l\Ir. Speaker. 
the Auditor General has told us under 
section 33b of the Audit Aot that the 
sum of $193,000 had been spent last 
year and despite this we are told there 
is no destitution. The truth of the 
matter is that there is destitution on 
all sides. 

I wish at this stage to refer to a 
situation which preYailed in the dis
trict I have the honor to represent. A 
delegation came to me from Pouch 
Cove last October which stated the 



HO"CSE OF ASSE:\IBL Y PROCEEDIXGS 119 

conditions as they existed at that ti'arn 
. pouch Co-\-e. I immediately made an 
in . p . 

Ol·ntment with the actmg rime a PP . 
. •imster. Hon. Sir Tasker Cook, at his 
~ffice. This Committee consisted of 
Me~srs. Grouchy, John C. Xoseworthy 
and i\Ir. Evans. They told of the situa
tion as bes~ they could. After they had 
stated their case we were told to write 
him a letter and he would place it be
fore the Executive. Two letters were 
written, one signed by the three 
gentlemen above, the other by myself, 
dated Oct. 6th, 1930. I have yet to re
ceive a reply to that letter. As to 
whether the Acting Prime Minister 
replied to that of the delegation I am 
unable to answer. The request was for 
a sum of money to finish a road which 
runs to Biscaynan's Cove. The request, 
1 am sorry ~'.) say, was refused. 

What has the Government done in 
the meantime but give out dole, a 
thing no man wan ts. If the work had 
been undertaken we would now have 
something to show for the money 
expended. Just another case of spend
ing money and getting no returns The 
Report of the Auditor General states 
that every departm·ent of the Govern
ment was overdrawn with only four 
exceptions. The Hon. member for Bay 
de Yerde a few days ago gave you 
what was containe.d in the Auditor 
General's Report for 1930. I propose 
now to add to some of those amounts 
already quoted by Mr. Puddester what 
they receiYed in 1929. 

(Reads list) 

'l\Ir. Speaker, is it any wonder the 
common man is saying to himself 
when is this kind of thing going to 
story. my answer to him is this; by 
usin~ his franchise when the oppor
tunity arises. '\Ve have heard a lot 
about the poor man and what this gov
ernment was going to do for him. 
'\"Vork was going to be in abundance; 

look at conditions as they are in St. 
John's to-day, some factories closed, 
others working only on part time. To
morrow or the next day I will be told 
I an1 preaching blue ruin or crying 
wolf, wolf, when there is no wolf, but 
take the position of the clothing 
factories to-day and what do we find. 
The Xfid. Clothing So., Ltd. at thi3 
time last year were employing 135 
people. to-day only 75 are at work 
and only on half time. "\\"'hat applies 
there applies to the other concerns of 
similar origin. I don't car·e what in
dustry you refer to the same condi
tions prevail, and despite this we haYe 
to listen to such stuff as this put in 
the Speech from the Thron·e. 

I aim glad to see that something is 
about to be done for the fisheries. The 
fisheries as we all know are our chief 
resources, but year after year we hear 
the same thing being told. "\"\"'e have 
heen told in the Speech from the 
Throne that the Government had the 
advantage last year of getting the ex
pert opinion of Dr. Harold Tho:npson 
of the Fishery Board of Scotland. I 
often wonder why it is that we our
selves can't select a suitable man here 
in Newfoundland. I feel sure that if 
we sent a local man to the countries 
who are our greatest competitors and 
let him see if their methods of curing 
fish diff e.rs in any way from the way 
in which our fishermen cure we would 
then probably find out where some 
of our difficulties rest. It is all very 
well for this Government or any G-Ov
ernment to pay this or that one a large 
su·m of money and in the end all we 
get in return is that a report has be€n 
sent and very often that is all is ever 
heard of it until we go in session again 
and will be told that such and such 
a person has been engaged to go into 
the fishery question extensively. \Ve. 
of course. realiz.e that some men make 
better fish than others, but to my mind 
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the weather last year was the main 
obstacle as far as making goo,d fl.sh 
was concerned. 

The Speech also made I"eference to 
the wonderful work which had been 
done at the Imperial Conferenc_e. Xow 
J.\Ir. Speaker, what was done was of 
no benefit to Newfoundland. "What did 
the Leader of the Opposition party in 
the Canadian House of Com1mons say 
regarding it. He said it was a fiasco 
and nothing ha.d been done except to 
contfirm what had already been done 
in 1926; but here is what the con
ference cost the taxpayers of New
foundland; $9,595.00 despite the fact 
that the Hom·e Gove.rnment were hosts 
to the delegates and had paid the ex
penses of the Prime Minister and staff. 
We were also asked to go into Do
minion Status. ::.\'Ir. Speaker, I think 
personally there is no need for us to 
adopt it; we have been treated well 
by the mother Colony and I want to 
endorse the sentiments of Mr. Pud
deste: when he stated that the Old 
Flag is still good enough for us. Are 
we in a position to be able to paddle 
our own canoe. It is :no co1ncern what 
other people want to do. Canada has 
made no decision but ha.s summoned 
a conference of the Provinces to con
sider the matter; it will be time 
enough for us theni to decide what 
steps we should take in the matter. 

The same old story applies to agri
culture. We see each steamer arrival 
from Canada and other countri-es 
bringing in large quantities of 
potatoes, cabbage, 1and other veg€
tables which can be grown in this 
country. I hope that the Minister will 
recommend to he Finance l\/finister the 
need of doing something to i:.rotect the 
farmer. I feel sure that in all parts 
of this island thousands of barrels of 
potatoes each year are thrown in the 
manure heap for the want of an out-
let. I 

Now as regards the Public Utilities 
Commission: 

This was formed in 1929 and as far 
as we know the only thing they have 
discorvered is that the price of bread 
is too high, and after discovering that 
this Comm1ssion writes the Governor 
as follows: 

( Reads letter) 

The Finance Minister in a speech 
made in this assembly sa~d that he 
dt5~greed with the Hon. me-·11ber for 
Placentia East that this CD:nmis~ion 

was a joke. vVell, l\Ir. Sue1.ker. ap
parently l\fr. Emerson's opinion was 
correct. The Finance Minister stated 
in his speech that his Government re
presents 80% of the common people 
of Newfoundland and he says it is our 
job to see that these people are not 
robbed as they have been for so.me 
years. 

I am surprised to see that no refer
ence whatever is made to the Gander. 
The Prime Minister informed the 
House on opening day that the reason 
there was no Gander deal was on ac
count of the Reids wanting a gua r
antee of $15,000,000 but when we r ead 
the correspondence from Mr. C. O'N 
Conroy which speaks for itself we find 
this is not so and I propose now to 
read one section of Mr. Conroy's let
ter, as follows: 

(Reads) 

It is just as good to look the matter 
straight in the face. The Fin.ance l\fin
ister stated, I think last year, that 
when we reach the $100,000,000 mark 
our borrowing power will be at an 
end; well, using their own slogan, "it 
won't 1be long now," so I ask every man 
and every woman who realizes t he 
situation to decide what is his wo rk , 
her work, to insist upon the remedy 
being applied. Let the•m get togeher 
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in all places in the country, hold their 
meetings, pass resolutions calling up
on parliament to make an end to our 
island being used. 

The Prime l\Iinister, in an:swer to a 
question asked by :\Ir. Quinton, in
formed the House that it would not be 
in the interests of the public to pub
lish the names of those who had re
ceived amounts out of the Reparation 
Fund. The Federal Government of 
Canada sa ,,. no reason why they could 
not be published. The ~1ontreal Star 
newspaper published that list a few 
dars iago. I can "t see why the same 
can't be ,done in Newfoundland. I feel 
that nobody begrudged those poor 
sufferers their money. It "\Vas a good 
thing for some of us here that they 
went across. The Hon. member for 
Bar cle Verde stated iln· his speech a 
rew day:s ago that at present in the 
Bank is a sum of $156,000 w:hich 
should be paid to those men as it just
ly belongs to them; he also stated that 
ther-e was something else which need
ed an explanation. A sum of $12,102.14 
had been paid out of that account to 
some one as fees for looking after 
this Reparation account. 

Xext take the Highroa.ds. \Vn1.t is 
lrnppening there is appalin

0
• Some 

members ouposite severely criticised 
the doings of the !\Ionroe Government. 
lVhat is the position now? The total 
spent in 1930 was $1,756.599.82 and un 
to June, 1929. $1,156.701..60. or a 
grand total of $2,913,301.52. It is com
mon knowledge that a temporary loan 
of $500.000 had to be secured from· 
the Bank of 1\Iontreal to square the 
account. The ,reason given was that 
owing to so much un·employrnent and 
de~titution something had to be done. 
and despite this the Prime l\Iinister 
said in January, I think. there was no 
rle ·titution. \Ve heard a lot about 
:\Ionroe spending money, what are you 

doing? Take the road leading from the 
top of Robinson's Hill to the Portugal 
Cove Road, considerably less than a 
mile, and it has cost almost $40,000. 
Now, I a.sk you seriously, what have 
you done in the three years you have 
been in power that has been of bene-

. fit to Xewfoundland? 

It was very regrettable to see no re
ference whateYer made to agriculture 
in the Speech from the Throne. There 
is no reason why we in Xewfoundland 
should have to eat American and Can
adian potatoes and cabbage. The l\Iin
ister of Agriculture -nows very weJl 
that the same articles can be grown 
to the same degree of success as those 
of our next door neighbors. It is not 
good enough to see our m·en each fall 
and spring trying to dispose of their 
crops, but they don't seem to care, we 
sim·ply take a hold Olf the outside 
article in preference to the local 
article. 

Concluding my speech I wish to 
congratulate the Chairman of the Pub
lic Health Commission and thank him 
for the assistance given to the people 
of my district. I also wish to thank 
the :\!inister of Marine and Fisheries 
for his co-operation, as far as district 
matters are concerned. 

On motion the Debate on the Ad
dress in Reply was defer.red. 

Hon. the Solicitor General. on behalf 
of the Select Committee, 
the following Report: 

presented 

To the Honourable the House of 
Assembly: 

Your Select Committee upon the Bill 
entitled "An Act for the P.revention 
of Fraud in Connection with the Sale 
of Securities" have the honour to re
nort that they have considered the 
Bill to them referred and have rm a de 
a number of amen',dments thereto; and 
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they now report the Bill in the form 
of the reprinted d,raft hereto annexed. 

The 31st day of ::.\:larch, 1931. 

(Sgd.) A. J. '\VALSH, 
P. J. LE\YIS, 
F. C. ALDERDICE, 
E. J. GODDE~, 
J. A. V\TITIER. 
F. G. BRADLEY. 

On motion the House resolved itself 
into a Co;rnmittee of the Whole to con
sider the Bill entitled "An Act for the 
Prevention of Fraud in Relation to 

~ 
the Sale of Secllrities." 

l\lr Speaker left the Chair . 

l\fr. Smith took the Chair of Com

mittee. 

The House moved into a Committee 
of the "'\Vhole for reading of the Bill. 

HON. THE SOI,ICITOR GE~ER.AL 
-Mr. Chairman, I beg leave to present 
the report of the Select Committee 
appointed to consider the Bill, many 
changes have been made, and, in fact 
we were compelled to almost entirely 
redraft the Bill. 

(Reads) 

Certain technical changes which 
would only be understood by the legal 
memhers of the House and perhaps 
not by them, were necessary as in 
section 26 where we cut out the fine 

'of $25,000.00 and substituted fines of 
$100.00 and $200.00. T1ie report is 
signed by every member of the Com
mittee except the Hon. member for 
Placetian who was not present thru 
il !ness but who has seen and con
curred with the redraft of the Bill. 

As the Bill is highly technical and 
is not contentious I do not see why 
it is necessary for the members to go 

into it section by section. I think it 
would be sufficient if we passed it en 
bloc. 

HOX. THE SPEAKER, l\Ir. Chair
man, Section 10 has been stricken out 
and also Section 11 whereby the At
torney General was empowered to ar
rest a stock broker on suspicion with
out specifically charging him. 

Section 27. Under the proposed Act 
the :\fagistrate was empuwered to in
flict a fine of $25,000.00 but under the 
new draft the fine has been cut down 
to $100.00 or $200.00 and under the 
Act it brings the case to the Supreme 
Court instead of the Magistrates Court 
it makes it less stringest and less 
likely to interfere with legitimate bus
iness. 

HOX. THE SOLICITOR GEXERAL 
-i\fr. Chairman, one point was just 
brought to my notice by ~Ir. Dunfield 
and I took authority to change it as 
there was no onportunity to get in 
touch with the other members of the 
Committee. The Section I refer to is 
Sub-section (f) of Section 9 but as 
Section 9 has been deleted Sub-section 
(f) is nonsensic.al and I cut it out. 

HOY. LEADER OF OPPOSI TION
:\Ir. Chairman, there is nothing to 
prevent a man selling false securit ies 
all ar·ound the coast until we hear 
about him. 

HO~. THE SOLICITOR 
-:\fr. Chairman, there is no way of 
preventing a person committing a 
crime and this Act won't make any 
diff erenoe that way. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred and had pass
ed the said Bill as amended. 
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motion this report was received 
on . ·d ~ th t adopted and it was 01 erecl a 

and . d t· t the Bill be read a tlur i:::ne presen -

Jy. 

,y}lereupon the Bill entitled "An Act 

f 
r the Prevention of Fraud in Rela-

o s •t• " tion to the Sale of ecun ies w~s 

d a third time, and passed, and it rea 
was ordered that the said Bill be en-
grossed, beimg entitled ~s a~ove, and 
that it be sent to the Legislative Coun
cil with a me~sage requesting the con-

lrrence of that body in its provisions 1 Cl . 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of the l\Iinister of l\Iarine and Fisher
ies, the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the ·whole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act Relating to 
the Caning of Rab'bits, Bird and Shell 

Fish.'' 

~Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

ing a section to the Bill whereby a 
8!iding scale of duty may be im
rosed on the foreign article so that 
there will be no competition. Foreign 
producers can market their produce 
cheaper and in larger quantities and 
I think our farmers should be pro
tected so that they can dispose of 
their crop. This Bill is not for the 
purpo'.""t~ of doing the foreign pro
ducer good, but for the purpose of 
getting protection for our farmers so 
that the people will have to buy the 
local article when available and then 
afterwards we can throw our mar
ket open to all the world; but while 
'"'e have sufficient crops here let our 
farmers get an opportunity to dis
pcse of them. 

JIINISTER AGRICULTURE AND 
JIIXES.-That is quite agreable to 
me. 

HON. IlEADER OF OPPOSITION.-
:\'Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com- l\Ir. Chairman, speaking of protec-

mittee. 

.:\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
I 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
:.;ome progress. and asked leave to sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this rer.ort was received 
anrl it was ordered that the Committee 
have leave to sit again on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
·or the l\Iinister of Agriculture and 
Mines, the House resolved itself into 
a Co'!nmittee of the \\~ole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act for the Grad
ing of Potatoes and Turnips." 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mith€e. 

lJR. BEXXETIJ.-l\Ir. Chairman, 
has the l\1inister any objection to add-

tion. I think that an ad valorem duty 
is inadvisable and also a specific 
duty is inadvisable, because when a 
specific duty is applied and the price 
cf potatoes is high, Prince Edward 
Island would get the highest price 
for their crop, but such is not always 
the case and I would suggest that a 
sliding scale of duty should be affixed 
so that in this manner the cost of 
foreign potatoes plus freight and 
duty could be fixed at $2.50 per barrel, 
at which price I am told by many 
farmers potatoes could be sold. When 
the price of potatoes is low the scale 
of duty could be reduced according
ly, so that our farn;.iers would be pro
tected to the extent of at least $2.50 
per barrel. If we were to have an ad 
valorem duty or a specific duty I 
think that it would be very dan
gerous. 

Our farmers should be protected and 
if the price were kept up to $2.50 I 
think they would be satisfied, they 
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think that this is a fair p1 ice and this 
would also p!.'event the dumping of 
foreign produce on our markets. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered t'he 
m1atter to them referred, ha.d mad1e 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
werie d-eferred. 

It was moved anrd s-econde.d thiat 
when the House ris.es it adjourn un
til tomorrow aft€rnoon, at three of the 

clock. 

The House then adjourned accord

ingly. 

1VEDXESDAY, A1>ril 1st, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-

ment. 

l\1r. Tobin gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. Byrne gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. Quinton gave notice of question. 

::.\Ir. Bennett gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. Puddester gave notice of ques-
t:on. 

Hon. the ~'Iinister of Finance and 
Customs gave notice that on to-mor
row he would move that Supply be 
granted to His :Majesty. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime l\iinister gave 
notice that he would on tomorrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill for the 
Amendment and Consolidation o: t11c 
Law relating to Public Healt:!:::t and 
Public Charities. 

Address in Re11Iy 

JIR. ABBOTT.-::\1r. Speaker, I de
sire to go on record as being in ac
cord with the vote of sympathy pa ssed 
to the relatives of those who suffered 
in the Viking disaster. I am gla d to 
le1arn that thie othrer survivors are 
progressing on the road to health. I 
also extend congratulations t o the 
Minister of ;\farine and Fisheries thru 
whose efforts the disaster had a far 
trighter ending than it looked for 
some time it would have had. Mr. 
Strong, the member for White Bay, 
is also deserving of congratulation for 
b.is foresight in having a wire less 
station placed at Horse Islands. It is 

only after an accident of this sort 
tt1at the benefit of such utilities as 
this is seen. The splendid work of 
Otis Bartlett is also deserving of the 
highest commendation and recogni
tion from this House and the people. 

Whilst I did not have the pleasure 
of being in the House on the day the 
st:.•ssion was opened and therefore did 
not have the opportunity of hearing 
the speeches of the mover and second
e1 of the motion for the Address in 
Reply, from what I have read and 
heard I know they had done well, and 
I congratulate them on their speeches. 

Everyone knows that conditions in 
tb e country are bad; people did not 
have to go around the country to 
learn these things. All one need to 
do is to take into consideration that 
the value of the fisheries was depleted 
by five million dollars last year and 
that is sufficient to show that the 
present is one of the most uninviting 
situations the country has ever had to 
deal with. Something must be done to 
cope with unemployment because the 
problem is going to be a seriou s one 
this year. 

As far as can be learned merchants 
are not going to supply for the Labra-
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fi herY this year and other men 
aor s . . 
· 11 ... llY go to the Labrador in the who us a. • 

r time can get no guarantee c:umme 
;
10

w that H they go this year, their fish 
will be b~aght when they return. A 

davs auo I was speaking to a feW · t:> • • 

gentleman promin~nt in the whal1ng 
industry of this country and he stated 
that his company was not going to 
operate the-s whaling factories this year 
because of the low price of whale oil. 
This will mean at least 200 more men 
out of employment. In SL John's, as 
far as the factories are concerned, 
only half the staffs are .employed and 
these only on half time. Bell Island 
ib on half time; Corner Brook opera
tions are down, and taking it alto
gether the outlook is a very serious 
one indeed. In the past year condi
tions in the District of Port au Port 
were not too bad, but a couple of hun
dred men there have in the past been 
getting a living out of the woods and 
if the operations at Corner Brook are 
to be curtailed it will be serious for 
these people. As far as the fishel·
men of the district are concerned they 
will not need dole as they will all be 
supplied. 

But in speaking of District matters 
I would like once again to ref er to 
the condition of the roads over there. 
Last year I made a recommendation for 
a sum of money to be devoted to the 
road from Port au Port to Stephen
ville and a sum was allocated from 
which it was possible to attend to nina 
miles of the road. This work was 
done in first class style for $1200 a 
mile; but there is still about seven 
miles of the road to be done and I 
hope that this year sufficient money 
will be allocated to permit of its c0m
pletion. 

I would crave the indulgence of the 
House to be permitted briefly to take 
them through Port au Port District 
so that they could visualise the d!f-

ficulties that have to be contended 
with, in the confident hope that mem
bers on both sides would appreciate 
how the residents are handicapped in 
the pursuit of their daily avocations 
through the lack of decent transporta
tion facilities. Starting at Port au 
Port and going through to Cape 
Georige, a distance of 40 miles, one 
f.nds a territory composed almost en
tirely of boglaind, quagminis, marshes, 
with occasional ledges of rock. There 
is another so-called road branching off 
this, connecting Abraham's Cove with 
Clam Bank Cove, measuring 15 miles. 
A few days ago I received a letter re
garding the road at Abraham's Cove 
that borders most dangerously along 
a cliff that directly overhangs the sea. 

This will have to be diverted back 
this year and cannot cost less than 
$1,000.00. Going east from there is 
another dirt track of 12 miles to 
Long Point, and another of 12 miles 
going west to the mainland. The 
physical conditions of these shorter 
trails are even worse than those of 
the first mentioned ones. From Port 
au Port there is a 6-mile road to Bos
warlos. Also from Port au Port is 
another road leading to Fox Island 
River-a prosperous little community 
where from five to six thousand dol
lars are earned each season by the 
people who prosecute the smelt fish
ery. This track (it cannot by any 
stretch of imagination be called a 
road) is in a terrible condition, and 
there is not even telegraph communi
cation in case of illness or accident. 

At Stephenville there are five or six 
miles of local roads. In addition there 
i~ the important Stephenville Crossing, 
and further along the famous salmon 
resort known as Harry's Brook, and 
then on to Main River Bridge five 
miles distant. It is unnecessa-ry to 
point out the importance of this sec-

tion as the most promising farming 

district in the country, and the upkeep 
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of roads here must be maintained if 
the community is to survive-much 
less to flourish. The main road has 
several important arteries to the farm
lands and they must be kept in order 
at all costs. I feel sure I have the 
sympathy of the whole House when I 
state the fact that the 120 miles of 
road in this district, none of which 
are in good condition, had to be main
tained with the district grant of only 
$2,200.00, and with the special added 
only $4,000.00. It was obvious that 
the amount voted was totally inade
quate. The bridges in the district are 
all gone to decay, and especially is 
this true of Stephenville River, where 
Spring freshets last year played havoc 
with the bridges. The road from Ab
raham's Cove to West Bay alone con
tains 7 bridges, all of which are dila
pidated and unfit for human travel. 
Considering all this, I ask for tangiblt:~ 
and sympathetic support of the re
quest for an increased grant. 

As far as the standardization of fish 
is concerned, I hope that when the bill 
is introduced it will be a good one 
and that it will not mean one set of 
regulations for St. John's and another 
for the outports. There are many 
ways in which the fish situation may 
be looked at, and some valuable sug
gestions have been made by members 
in the House. One that strikes me 
is that in connection with salt. It is 
well known that salt comes here from 
Cadiz, Turk's Island and Torrevieja, 
and all being of different qualities, it 
often results in bad fish being made by 
people who used salt one year of a 
different kind than that whic:ili they 
'had hitherto used. I would r ,ecom
mend that some one kind of salt be 
used universally. 

As far as agriculture is concern -
ed in the district of Port au Port, it 
is a matter of how good the roads 
were made. It is only by the roads 

that the people have an opportunity 
of disposing of their products an d the 
situation in the past has been that 
once September comes it is impossible 
to get around. There are people on 
the peninsula who have excellent land 
and if they had a means of getting 
clear of their crops they would be in
duced to utiiliw it; at the present 
time, however' they grow only enough 
for their own use. Vegetables cannot 
be shipped in the bay boats because it 
often happens that it is too stormy for 
the boats to make calls, and without 
the roads it is impossible to do any
thing. It depends on what is done in 
this direction, and until something of 
a tangible nature is done to give the 
district good means of transportation 
r:othing can prosper .. 

In concluding, l\'Ir. Speaker, I hope 
that the government at the present 
::iession will do everything possible to 
get the people back to the fishery, as 
after all, that is the mainstay. 

lIR .. WL~TER.-Mr. Speaker, it is 
not my intention this afternoon to de
lay the House at any great length with 
any unnecessary remarks from me. 
The honorable member from Bay de 
Verde has so exhaustively dealt with 
the Speech from the Throne an d mat
ters in connection with it that it has 
put speakers who have to follow In 
rather a poor position. He has left 
them very little to say unless by way 
of repetition of what he has a lready 
said. I think,however, that the hon
orable member is deserving of t he 
warmest congratulations for the very 
thorough way in which he has dealt 
with the situation as it exists in this 
country today, particularly in dealing 
with the Auditor General's report, 
which, I am afraid, does not afford 
very palatable food for the public. As 
far as I can gather, it is the talk of 
the town today. Now, before dealing 
with the Speech from the Throne, I 
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Id like :\fr Speaker, to associate shOU ' • . . 
It. with previous speakers in re

myse 
· 1.~ made with regard to the de-n1ar ~~ . 

ble " ildng Disaster which occur-plora • 
red shortly after the opening of this 
Legislature and which has cast such a 
gloom 0 . 3 r the country today. 

I join with previous speakers, Sir, 
in extending to the sufferers and to 
the breaved my warmest sympathy, 
not only personal sympathy, but I am 
sure I can speak for every member of 
the constituency which I represent. 
scarcely more than a year ago my con
stituency was visited with a catas
trophe which took a toll of practic
ally a similar number of lives and, of 
course. a ~n':l.t dea1 more in the way 
of property. Fortunately in the pred
ent insta:ice, there has be ~a 'ery lit
tle loss of property, but I well j·emem
ber the expressions of practical as 
well as verbal sympathy which came 
at that time from all quarters of this 
country towards the sufferers in that 
disaster. and I am sure I am voicing 
the sentiments of my . constituents 
when I say how deeply they regret the 
calamity which has befallen some of 
the other districts. 

However, this calamity, like every 
other calamity, has its silver lining. 
Deeds of heroism have been told in 
the press and in this House which I 
am sure will go down in history as 
equalling any heretofore recorded. 
The hon. member for Bay de Verde 
has told us ·of the bravery of one of 
his constituents, one William Johnson, 
who has been a personal friend of his 
all his life. That story will go down 
in the history of this country and 
also the devotion to duty of l\1r. Otis 
Bartlett. the operator at Horse Is
lands, and incidentally, I may say, the 
uperators in other ·places· who had to 
keep in touch with him, whose names 
l don't remember, but who are equal
ly deserving of praise for their devo-

tion to service; all day and all night, 
apparently, they were at their post of 
duty, and are deserving equally of the 
praise of this House. 

I should also like to add my meed 
of praise to the l\Iinister of Marine 
and Fisheries for his indefatigable 
work throughout the whole situation. 
X or must 've forget the owners, mas
ters and crews of the other sealing 
vessels who voluntarily abandoned as 
it were the work in which they were 
engaged and rushed to the assistance 
of their fellow-sealers in distress, and 
had it not been, :!.\'Ir. Speaker, for the 
fact that they responded as they could 
under the circumstances to the call, 
there probably would have been a holo
caust today very much greater in 
magnitude than to the one to which I 
am referring. Now such disasters as 
these emphasise greatly the necessity 
for communication. 

Last year when I referred to the 
tidal wave disaster in Burin, I pointed 
out to the government the necessity 
for these communications. \Ve all re
collect, Sir; how we got the news of 
the tidal wave disaster, not less than 
three days after it had happened. In 
this particular case we are more for
tunate, thanks to the good work of the 
honorable member for White Bay, to 
whose foresight was due the wireless 
station on Horse Islands today. Had 
it not been for that, one hesitates to 
think what might have happened. \\"e 
need as, has already been suggested, 
an up-to-date broadcasting outfit, an 
up-to-date receiving station which can 
send out and receive messages thru
cut the length and breadth of this 
Island, and I submit, l\lr. Speaker, that 
this community owes a tremendous 
cebt of gratitude today to Station 
8\V':\IC for the wonderful help and as
sistance which they were able to give 
under the circumstances. I am sure 
the Hon. l\linister of Marine and Fish-



128 HOUSE OF ASSE::\IBL Y PROCEEDINGS 

cries will endorse what I say in this 
respect. Had it not been for this 
Station it would have been impossible 
to assimilate the news as it came in 
from this catastrophe. I think the 
thanks of this House are due to this 
Station for the wonderful services 
which they rendered. I am glad to 
see that the Government has so 
promptly undertaken an inquiry into 
this disaster, so that if there is any 
blame, if there has been any neglect, 
it can be ascertained as soon as pos
sible and steps taken to remedy the 
recurrence of this state of affairs. 

N"ow, l\Ir. Speaker, I should like to 
congratulate the Government on the 
early meeting of the Legislature this 
year. That, I think, is a step in the 
right direction, and I am only sorry 
that they did not see fit to call the 
Legislature together earlier than they 
did, and no doubt they would have done 
~o had they been ready with their 
legislation, and I trust that this pro
ceeding will be followed in the years 
of m-eeting in the late spring and early 
summer. Last year this House, if you 
remember, sat up until the middle of 
July, v.rhen everyone should have been 
at their daily avocations elsewhere. 
Xow, l\Ir. Speaker, I should like to join 
with the previous speakers on this 
side of the House in tendering to the 
mover and seconder of the motion to 
the Address in Reply, my congratula
tions. 

As has been already said, they ac
quitted themselves on opening day in 
a manner which would do credit to 
experienced statesmen. The speeches 
showed evidences of very deep thought, 
were \Yell expressed, and, I am quite 
safe in saying, creat€d a very favor
able impression, and I trust that we 

•Will be favored with further speeches 
from them during this and sessions 
to come. \\"" e don't hear enough, Mr. 

Speaker, from the junior members of 
the Government on the other side of 
the House. With the text of this 
Speech, or with this Speech as t heir 
text, I think their performance was all 
the more remarkable, for what they 
could find to say in its defense, I can
not see. 

Now, as I say, they did their b est in 
their speeches, but, as I say, they had 
a very barl case, and as a lawyer of 
some ·experience, I know what th at is. 
I contend, nevertheless, that the hon
orable members on the other side of 
the House should be congratulated. 
It was not right for the Government to 
give them such a bad case; it wa s an 
insult to be expected to speak on such 
a case. 

It is plain to me, and I think it 
should be plain to anyone in this 
House, that the fishery in a deplor
able state. \Ye have been told in the 
Speech from the Throne that the fish
ery this year yielded less than fifty per 
cent than that of other years, a nd yet 
we are supposed to be a fishing coun
try; a fishing country, Mr. Speaker, 
though lately turning into another 
kind of country-a pulp and paper 
country. The fisheries are, h owever, 
in a deplorable state. I am very glad 
that the Government are taking steps 
to enquire into the condition of things, 
but we have had so many enquiries, 
gentlemen-too many enquiries. Still, 
I hope· and pray that some results are 
obtained, and I feel that with the Em
pire Marketing Board behind th& 
scheme results will be obtained. 

I expe.ct, and I hope and pray that 
we get back to the fisheries, and I 
think that we should adopt as 
slogan "back to the fisheries." 

Now, the honorable member for 
l\Iary's, in his speech, referred to th 
matter of establishing bait deposi 
and I wish to lend my support to su 
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h n1e As an illustration, let me 
a sc e · 

1 
the House that last year there 

tel h . Pl t· 
ll

,, amount of fis in acen ia 
was a J 

BaY lnit the fishermen were powerless 
to ·catch it because of lack of bait. 

Mr. Speaker, it was one of• the 
pledges of the present a~ministration 
that immediately upon bemg returned 
they would take steps to bring about 
the establishing of bait de1:ots. It is 

1 
e~erred to in the speech of the Prime 

Minister, that he would establish bait 
depots on the South "\Vest Coast. His 
first mess2ga states as follows: 

(Read) 

The very first thing. the establishing 
of bait depots. And what have they 
clone? N"othing. There is no shortage 
of fi!:h this year. It is the want of bait 
that causes the poor state of the fish
ery. and the establishment of bait 
depots on the South "\Yest Coast would 
cure this. I say on the South °\\·est 
Coast. because that is the chief centre 
of the fishery. 

There is a depression; I realise that 
there is no use in trying to get away 
from this fact. It is terrible, :i.\ir. 
Speaker. to have people writing in 
daily, people who have never before 
been unemployed, all because they are 
tired of sitting around day after day 
doing nothing because of lack of bait. 
E\•eryone knows what happened be
cause of the lack of bait last year. 
Crews deserted from the bankers. 
Something must be done by the Gov
ernment for the establishment of bait 
depots. 

The hon. member for St. l\Iary's in 
~.is speech referred to the dogfish pest. 
and I would like to give this project 
my support, for unless something is 
done to eradicate this pest. the cod
fishery is done for. That is obvious 
to me, and I expect it is equally ob
vious to the other members of the 

House, and unless some steps are 
taken to eradicate this pest the fishery 
is done for, and it . is necessary that 
these steps be taken immediately. If 
11ecessary a bounty should be given. 
'That was what was done in Australia. 
Out there the pest was the rabbits, 
but bunny had to go, and the proper 
steps were taken and the rabbits went. 

:\lr. Speaker, in reference to the 
Speech from the Throne, we all know 
the circumstances under which the 
Epeech \Vas delivered. This is the 
Government's third term. For two 
years we have listened to speeches 
from them. Last year no less than 66 
tills were introduced. Two years and 
nothing of any value in the way of 
industrial development in the country 
has been done. Xow, it is admitted by 
the Prime Minister that times are bad. 
\\·hat a wonderful speech, and how 
proud the Government must have felt 
when they heard it, and how their 
hearts must have thrilled when the 
Governor read it. And how about the 
people? For two years they have 
" ... aited and then they thronged here 
in their numbers-and how disap
i;:ointed they must have been. 

"\Vhat was contained in the Speech? 
To my mind, }1r. Speaker, absolutely 
~nothing. 

Then there was a Bill for the organ
ization of the public health and char
ities board. It is my belief this is the 
only Bill of any real value, and I trust 
that it will not suffer the fate it suf
fered last year. I shall have more to 
say about this Bill when it comes be
fore the House. Then we had the Bill 
concerning the 'Sale of bonds. Then 
there is the Life Insurance Act, being 
an attempt to conform our Act with 
Canadian legislation. And I almost 
forgot, a Bill to provide a Xational 
flag and colors to be worn by vessels 
of our mercantile service. \\ ... hat a 
joke: what a stupendous joke! 
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The first two Speeches were ba.d 
enough, but this one caps the climax. 

Now, l\Ir. Speaker, what of the thou
sand and one pre-election pro;:nises 
ma.de to the country? \\.,.h:i.t of 
the agricultural developments; not one 
word, l\Ir. Speaker. Xot a word to in
spire the country with any hope. 

There is only one redeeming feature: 
in that whole Speech and that is there 
is not a single commission. "\Ve ha v.; 
today, I think, thirteen commissi Jr s. 
and I am going to suggest anothE-1:. 

\Ve have first of all, the now famous 
Agricultural Commission. "\Vhy d "es 
everybody on both sides of the House 
smile when it is mentioned? If I were 
an agricultural commissioner I wculd 
resent it. Surely it is not a jok;;. 
And then there is the Railway Com
mission, the Lunacy Commission, the 
Fresh Fish Commission, Salt Fish 
Commission, Public Health Commis
sion, Fishery Research Commission, 
Public 1.:-tilities Commission, Economic 
or Unemployment Commission, Con
solidated Statutes Commission, High-
1 oads Commission, Liquor Purchasing 
Commission. and Tourist Commission. 
Thirteen Commissions. Xow I am go
ing to suggest another-a commission 
for the suppression of superfluous 
Commissions, and I think that both 
sides of the House should agree with 
this suggestion. Thirteen Commis
sions! I say it is nothing short of a 
public scandal. There are sixty or 
seventy Commissioners at least who 
are highly paid, and ''·hat for? The 
only work they are doing should be 
done in the various departments of the 
public services today. They were in
stHuted. ::\Ir. Speaker, to give certain 
members of the Government jobs. 
\Vhat have they done? \Vhat have 
they accomplished? Absolutely noth
ing. !\lost of their jobs had to be 
created to assume the functions of the 
various departments, nothing more 
r:or less. It is up to the members of 

the Government to see that the p ledg 
m:i.da are carried out. 

Xow, :\Ir. Speaker, what of 
P:ime ::\Iinister's gramaphone Recor 
which you have heard so much about 
that •dreadful record, as I say, whic 
've have all heard so much about 
his guaranteed Progressive Pr 
gramme. What of that programm 
and what of those pledges, and in wh 
m:tnner have they been carried out 
In the light of this programme, I in 
tsdd, l\Ir. Speaker, to deal with th 
Speech from the Throne. I n th 
document the Government has a 
imposed task to carry out and 
a duty to perform in connection wi 
this work, and to see that some effo 
is made very shortly to carry the 
out, or else get out themselves. 
have said also that this is the Gov
ernment's third session. In the fir 
session not much was expected, bu 
son1ething was hoped for in the secon 
session: but we got nothing. No 
what hope have we got for this se 
sion? 

Xow I would like to refer briefly t 
this Progressive Programme, but hav 
no intention of hurting anyoody's feel 
ings. The country was supplied wi 
phonograph records. It was an in 
sult to the people's intelligence. I a 
reading it now (the Progressive Pr 
gramme) not, as I said, to hurt any 
body's feelings, but that the barren 
ness of this document may be 
in the House. 

Then comes the clarion call. 

(Reads) 

The banner of industrial 
men t. Ye gods! The banner of healt 
education, prosperity, education, pr 
gress. \Vhat a joke! It would be 
joke were it not so serious. 
8 re solemn pledges. The member 
opposite have a duty to 
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·r is up to them to see that these 
~ledges are carried out. I leave it to 
the judgment of this House to say how 
these pledges have been carried out, 
and I leave it to the members opposite 
to see they are carried out in the 
short time left at their disposal. Last 
vear the Colonial Secretary, on behalf 
~f the Prime .:\1inister, commented on 
the fact th~t he had been a member of 
the House of Assembly for many years 
and it had been the custom for the 
Opposition to refer to the Speech from 

·the Throne as being an empty speech, 
and that we manaige to waste a lot of 
time in discussing a speech which has 
nothing in it; wasting time when we 
should all be somewhere else, instead 
of talking about a Speech from the 
Throne that contained nothing. Mr. 
Speaker, my point is that it is precise
ly because that there is nothing in the 
Speech from the Throne that we have 
got to criticise it. If we were to 
criticise it for what it contains it 
would not tak~ five minutes. Apart 
from the Bill dealing with Public 
Health, the others are nothing. As the 
member for Bay de Verde said, if we 
cannot off er criticism of a constructive 
nature we will not criticise at all; but 
now it seems that the Government ex
pects us to lay down a policy. Do they 
expect us to tell them how the coun
try should be run? 

Now, l\Ir. Spe-aiker, I shall enrdeavor 
as briefly as I can to refer to some 
of the paragraphs in the Speech from 
the Throne. First of all, I shall refer 
to the other end, and take the climax 
::ind that is the reference to the Gan
der. I think that everyone will ad
mit that it was the Gander, the pledges 
in connection with the Gander, that 
was responsible more than any otner 
thing in that record for the election 
of the Government to power at the last 
election. It was "the gang on the 
Gander." I submit, in all seriousness 
that in view of what transpired since: 

and the way that the Gander proposals 
have been made a football of, is noth
ing short of disgusting. What is its 
history? First we heard the catch
c1·y ,"The gang on the Gander." We 
heard it everywhere. Blotters were 
sent throughout the country with 
"\Vho will put the Gang on the Gaiil
aer ?" The next thing was the gramo
phone record-

(Reads) 

In spite of these catch-cries and these 
manifestoes, in the first session that 
followed the election, there was not 
a single reference to the Gander in 
the Speech from the Throne. The 
Prime Minister was urged to put 
through this plan by every member 
on this side of the House, but the 
session passed and no refe1 ence was 
made to it. It was shelved for the 
time being. 

Xext comes the by-elections last 
spring, and again the Gander was 
rooted up from the pigeon-hole where 
it had been shoved and the public 
were again reminded of the Gander, 
in spite of the fact that a whole ses
sion had passed and nothing was done, 
and I venture to say that if there was 
an election tomorrow, the Gander 
would be trotted out again. That is 
a wonderful bird, that Gander. I 
would like to read to the House what 
the member for Bonavista Xorth told 
his constituents. For greater accur
acy I have secured a copy of what he 
told them. 

(Reads) 

I don't know if the Gander has got an 
awful boost since he has been elected. 
He has been here in the House two 

• years and has not raised his voice to 
get the gang on the Gander. 
thing to say things outside 
ether to say them in here. 

It is one 
and an.
In here 
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their lips are sealed. It now goes on 
to say what it will mean to the coun-
try. 

(Reads) 

Talk of castles in the air. 

(Reads) 

\\rhat, I ask, is the honorable mem1ber 
going to say to his constituents? 

JIR. 'YlXSOR.-Only what is on that 
paper. 

JIR. 1''INTER.-Y ou used that? 

JIR. 'YlXSOR.-I didn't use it. 

MR. ·wINTER.-You took advantage 
of it and you took no steps to support 
it. Are you opposed to it? 

lIR. 1YIXSOR.-\Vhy should I be op
posed to it? \~Vhy should I be opposed 
to anything good? 

JJR. 1YINTER.-It would seem that 
you are ,but, however, as I was say
ing, last session, less than a month 
later than the by-elections, we looked 
ior the Speech from the Throne eager
ly. We hought that we would have 
the Gander for sure now, and we were 
told that negotiations were still "en
gaging the attention of my :Ministers." 
\Vhat a lot of sleep they were losing 
over it, !\Ir. Speaker. 

(Reads) 

That was the promise in the last 
Speech from the Throne. What hap
pened? \Vhat happened prior to that? 
\Ve know the result of the correspon
dence tabled last year. That nego
tiation was choked off before the 
House opened and then it was said 
that it was still engaging the atten-

on the Reid holdings. Here is w 
Mr. R. G. Reid says in his letter 
~lay 31st, 1930: 

(Reads) 

Mr. Speaker, that seems to me like 
deliberate attempt on somebody's 
to choke all Ganider negotiations, 
yet the Speech from the Throne 
different. Those writs were at the t 
laid on the Gander properties and t 
are still lying there. The Reids 
now retaliating with a demand for 
mition dollars, and it seems as it 
checkmate has been reached. It is 
if a gigantic game of checkers w 
going on between the Government 
the Reids. ~ow you'll remember, 
Speaker, that last year an amendme 
was moved by the Lea~er of the 
position in the hope that some 
planation would be forthcoming. 
venture to say that at that time 
members on the other side of 
House, outside ~the m-embers of the 
e~utive Council were just as much 
the dark about this matter as we we 
and just as anxious to know why 
was stifled. Can the honorable me 
ber for Bonavista Xorth tell us w 
it was stifled a month or so after 
pamphlet I have just read was c 
culated through his district? 

As I said before, an amendment w 
moved and the Prime ::.\linister h 
pened to be ill at the time. In 
course of time it became known t 
he was not very seriously indispose 
and I moved an adjournment so t 
the Prime Minister would be able 
come to the House and give an 
planation, and what happened? 
motion was voted down . by the me 
bars of the Government to a man. 
said at the time that I considered 
a vote of want of confidence by 

tion of the l\Iinisters. I would like to · Go-;e: n:nent in their Leader. 
refer to the Reid Company report 
tabled last year. I just said that it 
was choked off by issuing these writs 

I can only consider now that it 
done at his orders, because if it w 
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not so, I believe the Hon. the Colonial 
secretary would have acted otherwise. 
And whY was that done, l\Ir. Speaker? 
Because, I submit, he had no explan
ation. Lnd on the opening day of this 
session, what did he say? The Leader 
of the 0:19osition asked the Prime Min
ister what was his explanation, and in 
his usnal way, the Prime l\/I:inister 
made some. ill-considered statements, 
and said the reason was because the 
Reids wanlted fifteen million dollars 
for themselYes. In that statement the 
prime Minister eYidently wanted to 
create an anti-Reid atmosphere by 
saying that the Reids wanted fifteen 
million dollars for themselves. But 
what are the actual facts? On the 
next day the Leader of the Opposition 
asked the Hon. the Prime :\:Iinister to 
lay on the table of the House all cor
respondence and documents showing 
why the Reids wanted fifteen million 
dolla1s. \Vhat happened? (Reads let
ter from the Prime l\Iinister to :Mr. 
C. O'X. Conroy). That, :\1r. Speaker, 
I submit. is nothing more or less 
than deliberate misrepresentation. 

The Prime !\1inister is asked in this 
House why the Gander proposal does 
not go through., and in answer he says 
it is because the Reids wanted fifteen 
million dollars for themselves. He now 
writes to ::\Ir. Conroy and says "in re
lation to the requested guarantee." 

(Reads again) 

. That is the letter from the Prime Min
ister to :\fr. Conroy, after he had 
plainly stated in the House that the 
Reids wanted fifteen millions for 
themselves-not as a guarantee. Now 
that, Mr. Speaker, is the correspond
ence. "Will the Prime Minister now 
explain why he made that statement 
on o · pen mg day? Is it because he 
~hin~s a fifteen m,illion dollar guaran
ee is too much? for there must be a 

nigger in the n•oodp1·1e 
n somewhere. 

'l1he Government dont' have to pur
chase the properties. They have not 
to pay out the actu_al money; they 
have merely to guarantee it for fifteen 
million dollars. 

X ow if the Gander is going to mean 
all to the country as the pamphlet I 
have previously read said it would 

' 
would it not be worth that much? 
Obviously there has been some attempt 
on the part of tthe Prime Minister to 
cliscredit the Reids. Personally, I hold 
no brief for the Reids, but I do sav 
that the public who were misled i~ 
1928 and 1929 by the Government are 
~ntitled to some explanation other 
than the Reids wanted fifteen million 
dollars for themselves. ·what had the 
Prime Minister in mind when he 
penned this message of inspiration? 
Does he know himself; and if so, why 
does he not say? I suppose only time 
will tell that. as it will tell a great 
many other things. But I reiterate 

' 
I\Ir. Speaker, that the way the Gov-
ernment have treated the people is 
disgusting. The people were fooled 
and the Government is in power be
cause they were fooled. It is no won
der that everywhere we go we hear, 
"Goosey, Goosey, Gander, where do 
you wander?" Upstairs and down
stairs and everywhere except in this 
Chamber, and that's \Vhere we want 
to get it-in this Chamber. 

The next paragraph in the Speech 
from the Throne deals with distress . 
\Vhy, it·s distressing to have to refer 
to it. Here is what this paragraph 
says: 

(Reads) 

\Vhat a joke! And there is nobody 
enjoys it better than the Prime l\Un
ister. \Vhat employment did our peo
ple have for the past couple of years? 
The Prime Minister 'certainly loves 
the words "industrial employment." 
1\''11at difference does it make to our 
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people to know that the people in 
other countries are suffering through 
unemployment? 

The Prime ::\1inister tells us about 
the percentage of people in other 
countries who are out of employment. 
How ridiculous?. What would some 
of our people do today if they were 
not getting the dole? Will it do any 
·good to our common people who are 
up a.gainst it hard to tell them that 
there are twenty-seven million dol
lars in the Savings Bank, or will it ap
pease their hungry appetites to know 
that there was one million dollars 
paid out in life insurance premiums? 

The Prime Minister tries to tell us 
that everything is rosy and that we 
a re not suffering the same as the 
people in other countries are . The 
answer to that statement is told in the 
report of the Auditor General who 
~tates that destitution is widespread 
and who says: 

(Reads) 

I say, Sir, that conditions have become 
worse since last October. And yet we 
are told there is some distress in the 
country. I wonder what can be the 
object of the Prime Minister in mak
ing a statement of that sort. I ven
ture to say that the Prime Minister 
would not go on a public platform 
and make a statement to that effect 
today. Now what has happened in 
that direction. Dole has been given 
out right and left, and it won't be 
long before the Government will get a 
shock in that direction. The country 
was told that dole was degradation 
and that work was independence. 
\Vell, here is what the Prime Minister 
said in his speech: 

(Reads) 

How easy it is for the Prime l\linister 
to get that kind of stuff off; and what 
is the actual story today. "Thy. tl:lon .. 

sands of our people are being 
jected to dole, not because they w 
to accept dole, but because our Goy. 
ernment want to give them dol 
\Vhy does not the Gover:ument 
honest and frank about the situation 
why misrepresent, and why not ma 
some effort · to deal with the conti 
gency. \Vhere is the Unemployed Co 
mission that was heralded here t 
years ago with a great flourish 
t1 umpets? \Vhat have they being d 
ing, and \vhat have they done? He 
is what happened in my district la 
year. On July 29th, 1930, I wrote th 
Co10nial Secretary as follows: 

(Reads) 

Again on August 2nd I wrote 
thus: 

X ot receiving any satisfactory answe 
for the benefit of my constituents, 
communicated with the Colonial S 
retary on August 22nd, 1930, in th 
fashion: 

(Reads) 

New, Mr. Speaker, eventually as 
result of these letters some $10,0 
was sent to the district to relieve 
situation. I ·wired the Releiving Offi 
on August 26th. 

(Reads Wire) 

. To which I received the 
reply: 

(Reads Reply) 

That was the Relieving Officer aa 
say. Eventually the sum of $30, 
was sent down there for work in 
distri.ct and I am told, :\Ir Spe 
by members not of the Commi 
but by inspectors in charge of 
work that it was deplorable to 
the condition of the people. Some 
them were half starving, unable 
work. actually. fainting on the 
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That was the condition of affairs in 
Augn~t when this $30,000 was sent 
down to relieve. Subse::.iuent to that, 
)Ir. Sp:rnker. a petition was sent to 
the Government as follows: 

(Reads) 

That, l\Ir. Speaker, was September 
3rd. Xow as a result of that petition 
what happens? The Government sent 

" out a Commission of inquiry immedi-
ately to inquire into the causes and 
see that the situation as represented 
bY the petitioners-all men of repute 
and the majority of them supporters 
of the Government- to see if what 
they had said is correc.t, and I should 
like to quote briefly one or two para
graphs from that repor:t. 

(Reads) 

That . .:.\fr. Speaker, was in October, 
October 6th, and how have conditions 
improved since then? Xow what was 
done as a result of that recommenda
tion? Nothing whatever. The people 
were immediately put on dole in spite 
of the recommendation of the Com
mission of inquiry. This was in 
October. \\11at earthly reason was 
there for putting these people on the 
dole that time of the year? They want
ed to earn an honest day's pay for an 
honest day's work. They were told they 
could not get it. I ha.ve tried to get 
these men in the lumber woods, tried 
to get them employment anywhere; 
but no sooner did they get into the 
lumber woods than they had to come 
back. Logging was closed down, they 
could hardly get there before Christ
mas. it took one month to pay their 
passage .. 

Kow, Mr. Speaker, I want to say 
here that it is a perfect scandal that 
these men who were trying to get an 
honest day's work somewhere are 
compelled to pay travelling expenses. 

They are prepa-red to go on freight 
cars and would do anything, and 
would travel anyhow as long as they 
could get there. They were compelled 
to pay their passages. \\'hen the seal
ers were coming here in the spring to 
carry on operations they again were 
asked to pay their passages. that pro
\.ision ibe made to see that their pas
sages were paid,, Ye Gods and Little 
Fishes! These men had to pay their 
passages; provision has got to be 
made to see that they are paid. They 
did pay it; as the Prime l\Iinister said 
on the opening day they paid it. 

How much travelling expenses are 
paid by members of the Government 
when they go abroad or anywhere? 
Xot one cent. Travelling expenses! 
'\\"hy read some of this and see what 
travelling expenses have cost this 
Colony and then the wretched men 
g-0ing to look for work in lumber 
woods have to pay their travelling 
expenses, the wretched sealer coming 
here to go to the seal fishery hardly 
earns enough to get him home again 
has to pay his passage. Great care, 
every precaution is taken to see that 
it is paid, and this Government claims 
to be the champions of the underdog. 

Some days ago I was passing down 
Duckworth Street and found a num
ber of unemployed endeavoring to get 
a job. I go a little further and see a 
photograph of a banquet showing 
conspiciously a number of members 
of the Government banqueting there 
while these poor wretches are looking 
for work. Talking about Xero fiddling 
when Rome was burning! These peo
ple are wining and dining while the 
poor wretches are looking for work. 
'Yhy is not employment found for 
these poor wretch€s? 

Some reference has been made to 
agriculture and I would like briefly to 
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s ay a few works on this question of 
agr iculture. I am interested in 1the 
subject for the reason that, as the 
Prime Minister tells us, the South 
West coa.st is the garden -0f Ne,v
foundland, and in that I heartily 
confer. I have already spoken in this 
House on previous occasions a.bout the 
opportunities ·for the raising of 
v:egetables in the District of Burin 
East. In the vicinity of l\farystown 
there is excellent soil and it has been 
proven ·beyond doubt that vegetables 
can be grown there at very little cost. 
Now, the message of the Prime Minh
ter for this section of the country is 
as follows: 

(Reads) 

Now that is another promise, and 
what has been done? \V'hat steps have 
been taken to carry it out? I was glad 
to se·e yesterday, 1\fr. Speaker, to hear 
discussed in this House a measure 
for the standardization of potatoes 
and turnips. I think the :\Iinister of 
Agricultu·re is deserving of every 
credit for that 1measure. It is at least 
a step forward. W''b.at is the use of 
bringing in Bills for the standardiza
tioo of potatoes and turnips if they 
ar:e not gro-wn in sufficient quantities. 
"That we want to do is encourage the 
growth of potatoes and turnips and 
not .make it more dufficult to sell 
them. 

I agree with standardization, but 
before we have standardization we 
must have encouragement. Why haYe 
we got five commissioners sitti:ng 
down there doing nothing? Can they 
not formulate some program to 
bolster up this promise of •the Prime 
.!.\iinister. Industrial development is 
wh!at the Government promises. Here 
is one outlet. Surely those commis
sioners; can they not get busy and do 
.:::-omething instead of discussing why 
a white hen lay.s brown eggs, or some-

thing to that effect. I don't C'.lre what 
their discussions are but I see no re
sults beyond an odd trip abroad or an 
odd trip to their districts to see 
whether some of the ani.:na.ls are 
properly functioning. That :s all, as 
far as I can see, that these a ;ricultur
al commissioners have done to date. 

Xow, T\1r. Speaker, a greait deal has 
been said in this House about the 

f" 

financial situation. Our public debt, 
it ~:1as been stated is now fast ap
proaching one hundred milli -::·:i dollars. 

Another Loan Bill whiC'1
1 I nearly 

forgot to m etion is to be r ?ised from 
which we have to pay the English 
'.Var Loan Bill the balance t') be used 
fer capital expenditure and for public 
service. 

Year a;fter year, l\Ir. Speaker, we 
are told that .the revenue exceed0 our 
expenditure an·d we are presented with 
balanced budgets ye;t every year, still 
another loan is borrowed in order to 
pay off the interest on another loan. 

T1here are onlv two things which 
can be done to stop us in our headlong 
rush to destruction, that is to curta.il 
exp~nditure, if possible, by fostering 
some industrial developments, if pos
sible both cert9..inly, I should suggie~t 
curtailing ·expenditure. If a private 
individual finds his exren.ses are ex
ceeding his income what does he do? 
He cuts his overhead and that is the 
country's one hope. 

Two years ago the ~Iinister of Fin
ance and Customs came do"\\rn to this 
House and in his Budget Speech 
warned the Government that the ex
penditure must be stopped. He told us 
that the Public Service was grossly 
overmanned and appealed to the Gov
errnment to cut down the expenses. 
\Ve believed him, we thought that here 
at last was the right .man, a man ready 
to do his best and try to run the coun-
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trY as it should be run. But I an1 
afraid he too, has gone to way of all 
.flesh; he has fallen from grace. Yet 
every year we get balanced budgets 
and still the cost of runnin1g has in

creased, th1s little country of ours has 
gone beyond all limits and still new 
appointments ai:e being made daily 
and increases in .salaries and bonuses 
are given until the figure,s before me 
are such tha.t I blush to see them. 
They are disgraceful, there is no 
question about it, simply disgraceful. 

In no department has there been 
anT attempt made to curtail expernse3. 
And I regret to say the Justice is as 
bad as the rest. I don't really know 
which is the worst. 

·we were told when the office of the 
Solicitor General wa1s made that this 
gentleman was going to save the coun
try thousands of dollars in the way of 
Civil and Criminal proceedings; he 
"Was going to save the country more 
than $20,000.00 a year, besides his own 
salary, yet what is the position to
day? This gentleman is pulling down 
a salaTy more than double that of the 
Judges of the Supriem,e Court, yet the 
figures for fees paid m,emibers of the 
Government. of tJhe legal profession 
are really disgraceful. I blush when 
I look at them. These aTe the figuTes 
since July last: One firm has rece.ived 
$9,724.36, another gentleman has Te
ceived $8,017.00, another firm $6,811.00, 
.others $5,356.00, in all more than 
$50.000.00. The l\'Iinisteir of Justice, 
the Solicitor General and Deputy Min
ister of Justice should be able to take 
care of the most of this work. I do 
not say these fees are exorbitant, but 
they should be saved by the Ministry 
fo Justice. 

'Yith regar:d to the Deputy l\1inister 
of Justice the situation is disgraceful 
he has to go to this one and that one 
to collect bills, it is not fair to this 

gentleman. Surely we can make this 
.r;osition one for a permanent official, 

I submit that the 1\Iinister of 
· Justice should see that the position 
1s filled and I thi!nk it o::ily fair that 
the Deputy l\1inis-ter of Justice receive 
a good salary. I th1ink he is deservi•ng 
0 1f ia salary equal to ,tha1t of a Judge 
of the 'Supreme Court; a salary good 
enough to make it worth his while. 

Thf':re ;., on,e case in connection 

with the Labrador boundary which 
h~.s already cost the Government over 
~7 .000 00. and iif it goes to the Privy 
Conn cil, as it will, goodness knows 
what it ~-ill cost tbe counrt:ry. I blush 
to }:l,!:!ve to say these things about the 
Justice Departrnient. "Justiice thou a,rt 
ft~d to the brutish beasts and men 
ha.ve lost their re.a.son." 

The other Derartments are the 
same; take cases were goods are sup
p lied by the people. The Public 'Yorks 
Department: 

Here, over $170,000.00 was sipent, 
and my attention was drawn to the 
num.bers of people among whom the 
su1pplies were drawn, hundreds oif peo
ple with small accounts, some as low 
a.s $5 or $6, and I say that certain 
rr.1embers of the House have received 
eon.tracts from the Government and I 
contend, J\Ir. Speaker, that it is ·a 
BPeach of the Legislative Disability 
Act for a.ny member of the Govern
menrt: to enter into any contract what
snever with the Government. 

Thie suggestion m:ade by the Hon. 
members from this side of the House 
and by the member for Bona vista 
South tha.t a reducti001 of 25% be 
n1ade "in expen'tliture of each Depart
ment and that the l\Iiniisters try and 
live up to it. That suggestion I think, 
l\Tr. Speaker, was an 'excellent one 
and a suggestion that could be carried 
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out. It is quite possible and _o one in 
this House can say that it isn't. I do 
not know where we are drifting. It 
is terrible to see it in coJd print every 
day. Another suggestion has been 
made, that of an expense committ ee 
and I think an excelle:it on1e to en
quire into prices amd see that the 
best goo•js a.re bought at the cheape3t 
prices possible, but unless an effort 
is made to do this we will find our
selves in -the sa.me position as another 
part of the Empire whie.re a suggestion 
is being made that they should re
pudiate their debts. I think tt would 
be a good idea for a Comrrnissioner 
from the other side, if necessary, to 
enquire into our affairs. Out of one 
hundred million dolla:rs, half of th'3.t 
amount. from the Revenue will pay the 
initerest on that amount. This is in
deed a ridiculous situation and we are 
gradually waking up to the hct of the 
positiolll in this counitry today. It iis 
all right for the heelers and those in 
the Government, but the rest of us 
c.an go hang. 

Now, :.\Ir. Speaker, I do not intend 
to delay the House any further except 
to refer to the question O'f Standard
izartion of fish which ha,g received a 
good dea.l of comment in the House, 
but I am afraid a bit premature. I 
venture to say, Mr. Speaker, that we. 
will u.eve,r see any Stan1dardiz1atiion of 
fish this session. There ·ha,g been no 
sugo-estion of a Bill so far and. I doubt 
if there will be one. 

(Reads Bill) 

What is the Government going to 
do about it. 'Nhy not bring in a BiJl 
and discuss it. 

\\ihere we are tending. 'Ve are on the 
down ward path and it is time we be
gan to realize it and make some ef
fort to check our progress in this 
direction. It is time to try an1d create 
a better public spirit and i:;ublic 
opinion in this country. We sing '"\Ve 
Lo7e Thee Newfoundla.nd" in all 
seriousness let us show by all mear-'3 
that we mean what we say. I apologize 
for delaying th>e House. 

On motion the Debate Oi!l the A'd
dress in Reply was deferred. 

- Pursuant to order and on motion of 
the ~Iinister o.f Marin€ and Fisheries, 
the House resolved iitself into a Co:n
mittee of the \\~ole to consider the 
Bill enrtitled "An Act relatinr~ to the 
Canning of Rabbits, Birds and \Vild 
Fruit." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\fr. Smith took the ChaiT of Com
n:.iittee. 

MIXISTER OF :JIARIXE A~"D FISJI
.ERIES- 1\Ir. Chairman, this Bill is 
made to conform with the Public 
Health Bill and provide machinery for 
governing the cannings of rabbits, 
birds, and wil'd fruit, etc. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered tha 
matte-r to them referred and had pass
ed the said Bill without amendment. 

On moti01n this r'e'Port was received 
and adoptetd, and it was ordered that 
the Bill be read a third time present
ly. 

'\Vhenmpon the Bill entitled "An Act 
I trust the members of the other relating to the Canning of Rabbits and 

side of the House will not take un- \\.,.ild Fruit" was read a third time and 
kindly to my rema.rks a•s my sole ob- passed, and it was ordered that the 
ject is to get them to realize, if they said Bill be engrossed, being erutitled 
can, where we are in this country and as above, and that it be sent ·to the 
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Legislative Council with a 
req uestinig the concurrence 
bodY in its provisions. 

l\Iessage 
of that 

pursuarnt to order and on motion of 
the l\Tinister of Agriculture and 1\Iines , 
the House resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the Vlhole to con1sider the 
Bill entitled "An Act for the Grading 
of Potatoes and Turnips." 

1\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com

mittee. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
:\fr. Chairman, I would like to ask the 
Hon. Introducer if he would hold this 
Bill over till to-morrow. I hiave ha.a 
a number of enquiries from farmers 
in the \Yest End and we would like 
a little time •to consider one of the 
sections and I would ask that it would 
be held oYer till tomorrow? 

RT. HOX. THE PRIJIE MIXISTER 
~Certa.inly. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chlairman from the Commj ~teP. 
reported that they bad considered ttie 
matter to them referred and had pa:-;s
e.d the rsaid Bill with some amenrl
ment. 

On motion thfo report was receivP,d 
and adopted, a'Jtl it was o-rJered that 
tht said Bill be lead a third time on 
l<>Jnorrow 

The remaining Orders of the D-;i.y 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
'Yhen the House rises it adjourn un:.il 
Tuesday afternoon next, April 7th, a~ 
three of the clrck. 

The Reuse then adjourne(l accord
h1gly. 

T"CESDAY, .April 7th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

.lIR. )[C:RPHY-l\Ir. Speaker,, I ask 
leave to present a petition from the 
inhabitants of South East Bight in the 
District of Placentia West and which 
petition I will ask your peflmission to 
read. 

(Reads Petition) 

::.\'Ir. Speaker, this petition is only 
one of about 50 that have be,en re
cently r,eceived and others were for
warded to the· l\larine and Fisheries 
Department. The present l\Iiniister of 
thait Department is a fishe.rman both 
in practice and theory, and I feel that 
my humble petitioners will have his 
earnest and hearty support. Dog fish 
in previous years were not the menace 
that they are today. Up to four years 
ago the dog fish would n,ot visit our 
waters until about the second week 
in August. Today they do not leave 
our waters at a1ll. By a recent mail 
I have received a box containing two 
or three dozen of dog fish tails. These 
are only the tails of a few that have 
come to the shore. Even the herring 
fishery of 1930 and the early part of 
1931 was seriously hampered owing to 
destruction caused by these pests. 

Fo.r your ill'formation, Mr. Speaker, 
and that of honourable members of 
this House I have here two samples 
of twine, one from a cod trap and the 
other from a herring net. On examma
tion you will see what destruction 
these pests cause to herring nets and 
trawls. I also attribute the bait short
age during 1930 to the abundance of 
this pest of dog fish as caplin, squid 
or no other fish will come to the 
shores while the waters are so infest
ed with dog fish. 
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· Two years ago in Placentia Bay I 
was arranging for a cargo of fish. One 
morning I went out to the trap with 
a 0rew of men. As we neared the trap 
I said to the skipper "You have a 
good haul of fish." He said "Yes, I 
hope it is codfish." That trap was 

full of dogfish. That trap had to be 
taken on shore and mended. They also 
lost three days of good fishing. This 
is a conclusive proof what a menace 
the dogfish are in our Ba.y. It was :\Ir. 
R. T. :\'.IcGrath who, through his un
tiring efforts on the floors of this As
sembly was successful in gettim5 a 
bounty. That bounty was granted to 
him by a Liberal Government. I hope 
and pray that the Liberal Govern1ment 
of today led by Sir Richard Anderson 
Squires will be equally partial to me 
as that of a former day was to 1Ir. 
R. T. l\IcGrath. 

~ow, Mr. Speaker, I think these are 
conclusive proofs of what a menace 
these dogfish are, and I am sure I am 
voicing the sentiments of every fish
erman. I ·do not know conditions in 
other districts west, but the honorable 
members for the ocher districts will 
be able to express their views. I thank 
you very much, ::.v.Ir. Sp·eaker, anld I 
would ask you to forward this petition 
to the Departn1ent to which it relates. 

JIR. FlJDGE-1\Ir. Speake,r, I would 
like to place my.self on record as be
ing a strong supporter of the petitio!l 
presented by Mr. Murphy. As to those 
members who are living in the dis
tricts we can see that when the time 
comes arouind when the people are 
preparing for the fishery that they are 
in dread of that menace which we call 
the dogfish. The only means of exter
minating these pestilential creatures 
is by me:::i.ns of catching them antd I 
am in acco1~d with all l\Ir. :'.\Iu:rphy 
has said. I think it is time we should 
make a deadly war, Let every ·man, 

fishernrnn and fisherrnan''S son in this 
country catch all theiy possibly can, 
and there:by bring about the exter
mination of these creatures which are 
such a me~ace to our fishery. 

JIR. E)IERSON-:.\Ir. Speaker as a 
representative of a district which also 
suffers yery materially from this ter
rible pest, I give _my most hea::.·ty sup
port to the petition. As the Hon. mem
ber for Hermitage just said, the 0:1ly 
way to get rid ·of thes·e dogfish is by 
waging war upon them, and while they 
are deadly enemies of the fisheTmen, 
there does not seem to be th t activity 
which there should be in connection 
with the waging of the l\"'ar, con
sequerntly some slight inducement will 
tave to be off,ered i.n order to destroy 
thenL 

I am not on-e who can speak with 
any authority upon matters of this 
kind. Having heard !\Ir. :.\'1urpby, hav
ing heard Mr. Fudge who is even m·ore 
fa.miltar with the subject, and having 
also during the last few months, with 
the knowledge of this petition and a 
n·un11ber of other petitbns, I have made 
some enquiries, it seems to be quite 
clear that the only way in which the 
dogfish menace can be controlled and 
possibly ultimately ended is by this 
killing the.m off. The cost, as was 
pointed out some months ago in one 
our papers, will not be very heavy 
for the Government. It was poi.nted 
out if a million of these fir-h 
were killed at half a cent each, it 
would only cost the Government $5,-
000; to that I would add another 
$5,000. There would have to be some
body who would see to their destruc
tion. A matter of $10,000 expended this 
year might result in a very large in
crease in the catch of fish, and in a 
very large s·aving to the fishermen in 
connection with the saving of their 
gear. 
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I trust the petition will be consider
ed by the GoYernment and in par
ticular co:i.s:dered \Yith a view to 
what we know to be the precariou3 
ccmdition of. our fishery today. 

)JR. J>rDDESTER-:\fr. Speaker, the 
House knows my view in connection 
with this matter; I had something to 
saY about it on the Address in Reply. 
coming, as I do, and almost exclusive
ly from a fishery district, I can do no 
other than support the petition pres
ented by my Hon. friend the member 
for Placentia "Test. I have not studied 
the method whereby the dogfish pest 
could be eliminate'd. That is the 
responsibility of the Government· and 
the Minister of :Marine and Fisheries, 
together with the experts that he pos
sesses in that Department. I have 
come to the conclusion that if we are 
to preserve our fisheries, especially 
the cod.fishery. ·we must do something 
with the dc•gfish pest, and that very 
shortly. 

Years ago they were very plentiful 
in my district; they were a menace to 
the men using trawls; it seems that 
they have now become a menace to 
the men using traps. They have be
coone so numerous that when they 
come in schools about the first week 
in August, it is useless for the fisher
men to try to procure squid to bait 
their trawls, because every morning 
when they haul their trawls there will 
be no hooks left. 

The Government can do something 
to make these pests less numerous 
than they are at present. I am sure 
they will have the thanks of the whole 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX
l\Ir. Speaker, I desire to say a word in 
favor o~ the petition. I suppose as a 
manufacturer I ought to look upon 
the dogfish as a friendly fish destroy
ing gear, but my bette1 sense comes 
to the rescue. I think it is a most un
friendly fish destroying the gear of 
the fishermen. The member for Pla
centia "Test showed that it is a 
nuisance. It must be very heartrend
ing to fishermen to see their trawls 
taken away by dogfish. Perhaps in a 
trawl there would be nothing left of 
G', codfish but a head. It is high time 
we got together and designed sorirn 
means so that this menace may be 
effaced. They have had the same 

. trouble on the Atlantic sea board 
down south; on the coast of l\Iaine 
I 'don't know how they managed to 
get rid of them. I think they simply 
left and came up here. 

I think it is discouraging to learn 
from the member for Placentia West 
that this pest is becoming acclimatis
ed and are staying all the year round. 
They were visitors once, now thev 
have become residents, which makes 
the matter all the more serious. I 
would suggest to the Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister and the Minister of 
l\Iarin-e and Fisheries that perhaps 
when Dr. Thompson, the Marine 
Biologist comes, he might be of as
sistance in this connection. It is a 
very great loss for our fishermen, and 
there is nothing I think of any greater 
moment that can come before this 
House than this dogfish menace, and 
this petition has my hearty support. 

country. I give the petition my hearty JIUISTER OF JIA.RIXE & FISH· 
support and I trust that the Govern- ERIES.-Mr. Speaker, as the head of 
ment will give it careful study; if they 
can't do something this year, some
thimg should be done in 1932. :\'Ir. 
Speaker, I give the petition my hearty 
SUpIJort. 

the Department of Marine and Fish
eries. I might say that during the past 
six months we have had no less than 
50 petitions, all of them dealing with 
the one question of dogfish. The 

.. 
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members of this House may not know 
that 20 years ago dogfish was a very 
small matter; they usually visited our 
coast during the summer season in 
warm weather; they were a great pest 
in those days on the coast of l\Taine. 
Since that time, as the Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition has said, they have 
become acclimatised; they are here 
now all the year. 

I was glad that the Hon. Leader of 
the Opposition pointed out that Mr. 
Thomson, of the Empire l\Iarketing 
Scheme, and the members of that 
Board hoped to be able to cope with 
the situation. 

I think I may say that this pest 
bas also been prevalent in Europe. I 
would like to assure everyone that the 
Department which I am the head of 
is deeply sympathetic and anything 
that we can do will be done. We are 
prepared to do all in our power to 
mitigate the nuisance. 

JIR. lTIXTER.-l\Ir. Speaker, I would 
like to give my support to the prayer 
of this petition, as member for the 
district of Burin. I am not myself a 
practical fisherman, but I realise that 
something must be done to eradicate 
this menace to the fishery, especially 
this year when the fishery is so bad. 
I would like to congratulate the Min
ister of ::.\1Iarine and Fisheries for his 
activities in this respect. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE l\IlXISTE:R 
-::\:Ir. Speaker, I beg leave to present 
a petition from the residents of How
ley, in the Humber constituency, for a 
public building at Howley. The peti
tion is signed by 1.25 residents of the 
locality. I ask that this petition be 
referred to the Department of Public 
vVorks for the personal consideration 
cf the ::.\Iinister: 

To the Honourable House of Assen1-
bly in Legislathe Session ConTened : 

"\\
7 e, the undersigned vot ers of 

Howley in the District of H umber 
' Xewfoundland. hereby petition your 

Honourable House for a grant of 
money to build and equip a postal 
telegraph building in this town 

' large enough and suitable to the re-
quirements of this growing place." 
The present building and equipment 
is entirely inadequate for our re
quirements. We now number about 
one hundred and twenty r esident 
voters and carry mail matter for 
an average of five hundred lumber
men all through the year. 

"\\.,.e hope that you will a ccede 
to our request in this matter, and 
as in duty duty bound we will ever 
pray." 

(One hundred and twenty-five sig
natures). 

RT. HOX. THE PRIJI E lll~ISTER. 
-I beg leave to present a petition 
from the residents of Humber Arm 
vicinity asking for an improved Ferry 
Service. This petition was evidently 
circulated before the petitioner s had 
an opportunity of seeing the advertise
ment published by the Department Of 
Pu'blic "\Yorks calling for tender s for a 
new and improved ferry service. 

To the Honourable Honse of .Assemb)J 
in Legislathe Session Convened: 

"The undersigned petitioners, who 
are residents of Bay of I slands,: 
humbly sheweth: 

"That for a number of year s there
was in operation on Humber Arm 
l\Iotor Ferry Service, which linked 
up the important settlements of 
Meadows and McCarthy's with P 
tries and Curling. The said Fer 
Service was of inestimable beneft 
to the people of the North Side 
Humber Arm, particularly t hose Ii 
ing at :Meadows and places furth 
out the Arm, as there was plac 
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within their reach a means of trans
portation whereby they could _travel 
to curling with small supplies of 
pl oduce. do their shopping, visit ~he 
doctor aud clergy, make connection 
with trains, and do other errands of 
business or mercy. For some un
explained reason the said Ferry 
service between :Meadows and Cur
ling has been discontinued for some 
six years. thereby greatly incon
veniencing the residents of l\Iead
ows and surrounding localities. who 
are deprived of their only means of 
daily communicatiton with the prin
cipal business section of Bay of 
Islands. Your Petitioners, there
fore. respectfully request that a sum 
of money be allocated by your 
Honourable House for the resump
tion of a suitable :\Iotor Ferry Ser
vice between l\Ieadows and Curling, 
that a suitable boat be placed on the 
route. and the Service maintained 
during the opening of navigation. 

"And as in duty bound your Peti
tioners will ever pray." 

(This petition is signed by one hun
(lred and thirty-six residents of the 
rvcality.) 

)llL TOBL."".-:\Ir. Speaker, I beg 
lPave to present a petition on behalf of 
the residents of Logy Bay in respect 
to a road connecting Logy Bay with 
the !\farine Drive. 

Also, from the residents of :Middle 
Cove respecting a road connecting 
Middle Cove with the ~Iarine Drive. 

Both these roads are badly in need 
l•f repair. The first road, from Logy 
Bay to the :\Iarine Drive, is about half 
a mile, and the other road is about a 
mile. They are both used by the 
f!shermen and farmers, and these 
People ask that a sufficient amount of 
money be allocated for the purpose of 
repairing these roads. 

RT. HOX. TIIE PRl)[E MIXISTER. 
--lVIr. Speaker. I beg leave to present 
on behalf of the Solicitor General, 
who, due to pressure of work at the 
uffice is unable to be present here this 
afternoon, for the adoption of the re
port of the Special Committee appoint
t:d for the purpose of enquiring into 
the Resolution for the Amendments in 
the Rules of this House. The Com
~1ittee recommend the adoption of the 
Resolution. The report is signed by 
all the members of the committee ex
cept the Solicitor General, who con
curs. 

I would move the House resolve it
self into a committee of the 'Vhole 
for the purpose of receiving the re
port, but owing to the paucity of our 
numbers, there being only about 25 
members present, I move the House 
resolve itself into Committee of Whole 
for this purpose to morrow. 

RT. HOX. THE PRllIE1 MIXISTER 
1:resented the Report of the Select 
Committee on the proposed amend
ments to the Rules of the House, as 
follows: 

The Select Committee appointed to 
consider certain Resolutions for the 
Amendment of the Rules of the 
House beg to report that they have 
considered these proposed Amend
ments and that they recommend 
their adoption. 

(Sgd.) A. J. WALSH 

ROBERT J. S:\-IITH 

P. J. LEWIS 

L. E. E:!.\1ERSOX 

J. C. PUDDESTER 

J. A. WINTER 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered to be 
referred to a Committee of the \\Thole 
House on tomorrow. 
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l\fr. Tobin gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. Byrne gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. Puddester gave notice of ques-
ti on. 

l\Ir. Quinton gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. Alderdice gave notice of ques-
ti on. 

.i\Ir. Bennett gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. \\"inter gave notice of question. 

l\fr. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 

RT. HO~. THE PRDIE MIXISTER. 
-:\Ir. Speaker, in reference to the 
question regarding the present posi
tion of the Newfoundland Hotel, 
which reads as follows: 

"To ask the Hon. the Colonial Sec
retary to lay on the table of the House 
a statement showing what is the pres
ent position in so far as the Govern
ment is concerned of the Newfound
land Hotel Facilities Company, Ltd., 
and what policy the Government has 
decided to follow in connection there
with, and what payments have been 
made by the Government since the 
First of January to date." 

This question was addressed to the 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary and refer-
1 ed to the Department of Justice for 
an answer. I may say the present 
vosition of the Newfoundland Hotel 
Facilities Company, Limited, is that 
the company is in liquidation. The 
Rt. Hon. Sir Wm. F. Lloyd, Registrar 
of the Supreme Court, is liquidator. 
(Jn the 21st day of l\[arch, 1931, Mr. 
Justice Kent, one of the judges of the 
Supreme Court, issued an order for 
the sale of the assets of the company. 
Copy of this order I table herewith. 
The liquidator can be depended upon 
to carry out promptly and accurately 

this Supreme Court order. No pay
ments have been made by the Gov
ernment in this respect since the first 
day of January last. 

1930 No. 668. 

In the Supreme Court of X ewfound
land, between 

The Montreal Trust Company (on be
half of itself and the Holders of the 
l\Iortgage Debentures of the Xew
foundland Hotel Facilities Limited) 
-Plaintiff, 

and 

The Newfoundland Hotel Facilities 
Limited (in liquidation), His l\la
jesty's Attorney General. Lilian ::\lay 
Blandford, Executrix of the \Vill 
of Sydney D. Blandford. deceased. 
and Bennett B. Stafford- Defendants 

Order 

Upon reading the originating sum
Mons herein. the affidavit of John 
Vlilliam Cameron sworn herein on the 
27th day of September 1930, and the 
exhibits therein referred to, the affi
davit of Peter Cashin sworn herein 
on the 30th day of September 1930, 
the affidavit of Alexander W. l\1ews 
sworn herein on the 30th day of Sep
tember 1930, the affidavit of Earl S. 
Pinsent sworn herein on the 20th day 
cf March 1931, and upon hearing l\Ir. 
Pinsent, of Counsel for the Plaintiff, 
:\ir. Curtis, of Counsel for the Official 
Receiver and Liquidator ·of the New
foundland Hotel Facilities Limited. 
and Dunfield, K.C., of Counsel for His 
M.ajesty's Attorney General, I DO 
ORDER that an account be taken of 
the amount now due under a certain 
-:vrortgage Deed of Trust made between 
the ::"Jewfoundland Hotel Facilities 
Limited and the l\'.I:ontreal Trust Com
:rany and His Excellency Sir "\Yilliam 
Lamond Allardyce, G.C.l\I.G., Gover
nor of the Colony of ~ewfoundland 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDI~GS 145 

and its dependencies in Council dated 
the Twentieth day of July 1927 with 
interest at the rate of Six dollars per 
centum per annum on the said sum 
from the 21st day of l\Iarch 1931, to
.... ether with the following sums to b~ 
~ 

taxed. fixed, determined and certified 
iJY the Registrar, who is hereby ap
pointed a ~pedal referee for that pur
pose and which sums are hereinafter 
referred to as "The Taxed Disburse
rr.ents." 

(a) The costs of these proceedings, 
as taxed, between party and 
party; 

(b) -All costs, charges. outlays, ex
penses, payments. advances and 
liabilities made or incun ed or 
to be incurred by the plaintiff 
in connection with the mort
gaged premises and otherwise 
in connection with the trusts 
of the ~1ortgage Deed of Trust 
hereinbefore referrred to ,dated 
July 20th 1227; 

(c) Reasonable remuneration for 
Plaintiff's own services. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that 
the sale of the said mortgaged pre
mises and personal and mixed pro
perties be made by the Plaintiff who 
is hereby authorised to make such 
rnle, after advertising the property 
for tender by notice in "The Evening 
1'elegram" and the "Daily Xews" 
nev;spapers published in St. John's. 
Xe"~foundland, by one insertion each 
week of the said newspapers during 
the five weeks immediately preceding 
the 14th day of :\lay 1931; and in "Tl,_~ 
~tontreal Star" published in Montreal 
in the Province of Quebec, "The Fin
ancial Post," a newspaper published 
in Toronto in the Province of Ontaric\ 
hoth in the Dominion of Canada, anJ 
in the "Xew York Times" a newspaper 
published in the City of Xew York, iu 
the United States of America. by two 

insertions a fortnight apart in each 
o: the said newspapers during the five 
weeks immediately preceding the 14th 
day of l\Iay 1931, and the advertise-
1J1ent in the Schedule hereto annexed 
marked "A'' is hereby approved as the 
advertisement to appear in the said 
newspapers; and on the said sale be
i!Lg made to execute to the Purchaser 
or Purchasers thereof at such sale a 
Deed or Deeds and Transfer or Trans
fers. conveying and transferring, and 
v:hich sh:ill transfer and convey t<J 
l"im or them the estate, right, title, 
interest. claim, property and demand 
C'f the Defendants the Newfoundlanrl 
Ilotel Facilities Lillian :\Iay Blandford, 
E::-:-ecutrix of the " 1ill of Sydney D. 
Blandford. deceased, and Bennett B. 
Stafford, at the time of the making of 
the said Mortgage Deed of Trust and 
at any time since. and of all persons 
firms and corporations claiming or 
entitled by, from or under the De
fendants the Xewfoundland Hotel 
Facilities Limited. Lillian l\Iay Bland
ford, Executrix of the ".,.ill of Syd
r:ry D. Blandford, deceased, and Ben
nett B. Stafford, including (but not so 
a~ to restrict the generality of the 
foregoing) all the estate, right, title, 
jnterest, claim, property or demand 
c:onferred by virtue of the Act 15 
George Y (2nd Session) Cap 14 in the 
Acts of X ewfoundland and Acts in 
amendment thereof. Provided that 
the Liquidator's cash, bank balances 
and accounts receivable of the Xew
foundland Hotel Facilities, Limited, 
from debts incurred during liquidation 
shall be excepted from such sale. 

A~'\D IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
1 hat all persons and corporations in
terested in the estate to be sold are 
bound by this order. 

A.'\D IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
that the money to arise by such sale 
and any eredit balance due on the 
filing of the sworn final accounts of 
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the liquidator be lodged in Court to 
the credit of these proceedings sub
ject to further order. 

A..\D IT IS FDRTHER ORDERED 
that the said money so lodged in 
Court be applied in the following pri
orities in satisfying 

(1) The cost of the sale 

(2) All obligations, costs and ex
penses including remuneration of 
the Official Receiver and Liquid
ator, so far as they are not sat
isfied on the accounting of the 
Liquidator; 

!:n So much of the residue of the 
money lodged in Court, as may be 
necessary and so far as it will go. 
shall be paid as follows · in the 
following priorities: 

(a) The costs of these procee1-
ings as between party and 
party; 

(b) All costf), charges, outlays, 
expenses, payments, advances 
and liabilities made or in
curred or to be made or in
curred by the plaintiff in con-

nection with the mortgage 
premises and otherwise in 
connection with the trust of 
the :Mortgage Deed of Trust 
hereinbefore referred to, 
dated July 20th, 1927; 

(c) The reasonable remuneration 
for the Plaintiff's own ser
vices, as taxed, fixed and de
determined and certified as 
herein before provided; 

(cl) The payment of the principal 
and the accrued and unpaid 
interest on all of the bonds 
under the said l\Iortgage Deed 
of Trust which shall then be 
outstanding rateably and pro
vorllionately without prefer-

ence or priority or discrimin
ation as between principal 
and interest. 

( 4) Any surplus remaining of the said 
money shall be applied next in the 
payment of any sums paid pre
vious to the sale by the guarantor, 
the Government of Newfoundland, 
to the plaint~ff, trustee in the 
way of interest on the debenture 
bonds. 

(E) And if any surplus remains the 
same shall be applied so far as 
may be necessary, in payment of 
the principal and the accrued and 
unpaid interest which may be 
found to be due to the Defendant 
Lillian :\Iay Blandford, Executrix 
of the "\Yill of Sydney D. Bland
ford, deceased, and Bennett B. 
Stafford under an Indenture of 
l\Iortgage dated the Tenth day of 
December 1928 registered in the 
Registry of Deeds for Newfound
land in Volume 106, Folios 512 to 
514, application having first been 
made for an order for the taking 
of accounts in respect of the 
same. 

(6) And the remaining balance, if 
any, be applied by the Liquidator 
in the distribution of the estate 
of the Defendant the Xewfound
ant the ~ewfoundland Hotel Facil
ities Limited (in Liquidation). 

A~D IT IS FCRTHER ORDERED 
tl:at at the said sale it shall be law
ful for any one or more of the bond 
C..olders alone or associated with the 
Plaintiff or for His Majesty's Attor
ney General to bid or tender and pur
chase the said premises and personal 
and n1ixed properities. 

AXD IT IS FVRTHER ORDERED 
that the said purchaser do recover 
possession of the said property upon 
payment of the said purchase money. 
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A~D IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
that any party hereto have liberty to 
apply for such further order and di
rection a.s the Court may deem fit 
and proper. 

Dated at St. John's, this 21st day 
of :.\Iarch, A.D. 1931. 

(Sgd.) J. :l.\L KEXT, 
Judge. 

"A" 
(Sgd.) J.::.\I.K. 

J. 

SALE BY TE:XDER 

XR\VFOUXDLAND HOTEL, 
ST. JOHN'S, XE\YFOL"XDLAKD. 

Pursuant to an order of Mr. Justice 
Kent dated the 21st day of ::.vrarch 
1931, and made in a proceeding in 
the Supreme Court of Kewfoundland 
wh€rein the :.\1ontreal Trust Company 
(on behalf of itself and the holders of 
the ::.\Iortgage Debentures of the Xfld. 
Hotel Facilities Limited) is Plaintiff, 
and the Xewfoundland Hotel Facilities 
Limited (in Liquidation), His Majes
ty's Attorney Genera~, Lillian l\lay 
Blandford, Executrix of the \Vill of 
Sidney D. Blandford, deceased, and 
Bennett B. Stafford are defendants, 
the ::.\1ontreal Trust Company, St. 
John's, "0l" ewfoundland, offers for 
sale by tender all the property and 
;assets of the ~ewfoundland Hotel 
:F'acilities (in liquidation) described 
in a Mortgage Deed of Trust dated 
the 20th day of July, 1927, and made 
between Nfld. Hotel Facilities Limited, 
and Montreal Trust Company, and the 
Governor of Kewfoundland in Council 
and registered in Volume 100 of the 
Registry of Deeds of X ewfoundland, 
folios 268 to 308, save and except as 
hereinafter mentioned. 

The property to be sold consists of 
the Hotel, known as "The Xewfound
land Hotel" opened in July 1926, to
gether with the land on which the 

Hotel is erected and the curtilage 
and all the assets except the Liquida
tors cash, bank balances and accounts 
recGivable of debts incurred during 
the liquidation. The Hotel is being 
operated by the Liquidator for the 
more beneficial winding up of the 
Company and will be sold as a going 
concern as at the date of the con
veyance to the purchaser. 

The Hotel contains sixteen suites, 
each with a sitting room, a bedroom 
and a private bath; and fifty-one bed
rooms each with a private bath; 
fifty-nine bedrooms with ten-guest 
bathrooms; all guest rooms are outside 
rooms. 

The dining room will accomodate 
l "\YO hundred guests. The ball room 
used at times for banquets, will ac
comodate two hundred guests. There 
are also a Ladies' Beauty Parlour on 
the Mezzanine Floor, Barber's Shop on 
the ground floor. There are also six 
shops, four of which are let and 
there is also a grill room of the same 
size as the dining room, but at present 
let as an office. 

The building consists of seven 
stories of fire proof construction 
throughout, with steel girders, the 
111ain walls, pillars and floors are of 
c~Jncrete reinforced with steel. The 
floors of the main stairway and lobby 
are surfaced with marble slabs and 
terrazo finish. The mezzanine floor, 
a beautiful and attractive feature of 
the Hotel, is also surfaced with mar
ble slabs and a terrazo finish. The 
exterior is faced with Scotch brick 
relieved by stone trimmings. 

The furnishing, including furniture, 
carpets and curtains are tasteful and 
of good quality. 

The Hoted has a license to serve 
alGs and wines with meals. Tend-ers 
will be received up to the 14th day 
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of ).lay, 1931, an·d may be addre::;3ed 
to the Montreal Trust Company, St. 
John's, ~fld. Full particulars may be 
had from the said :.\Iontreal Tru::;t 
Company at St. John's, or at its Head 
Office in ~Iontreal, Canada. The high
est or any tender will not necessarily 
be accepted. 

The day of A. D. 1931. 

MONTREAL TRUST COMPANY. 

RT. HOX. THE PRI}[E 3IINISTER. 
-Reply to Question ~o. 194. This 
question, addressed to the Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary, has been referred 
to me for answer:-

To ask the Hon. the Colonial Sec
retary to table a detailed statement of 
the amount of $1,500.00 paid to Job 
Brothers & Co. Ltd., during the year 
:i 929-30, charged to General Contin
gencies for Blueberry shipments. 

This question was asked and an
swered at the last session of the Legis
lature. There is no detailed state
ment of account. The amount named 
was an agreed amount in settlement 
of all liabilities. 

ROX. :JIIXISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS gave notice that h.e 
would on to-morrow ask leave to in
troduc·e a Bill entitled "An Act further 
to Amend Chapter 35 of the Consoli
dated Statutes (Third Series) entitled 
'Of the Postal and Telegraph Ser
vices.' " 

On motion of Hon. the l\Iinister of 
Finance and Customs, Supply was 
granted to His l\lajesty. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed. and on nlotion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime :\1inister, the Bill entitled "An 
)_ct Respecting Health and Public 
Welfare" was read a first time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
read a second time on to-morrow. 

HOX. THE COLO~IAL SECRETARY 
tabled the Report of the Inspector of 
\Veights and :\1easures, 1930. 

Address in Reilly 

JIR. E~.IERSOX.-:.\Ir. Speaker, I re
gret very much that I was unable to 
be p1 esent at the House to listen to 
e1e last three or four speakers dealing 
'vith the Speech from the Throne, but 
I was able to read very good reports 
of them in the newspapers and felt 
that already everything contained in 
tbe Speech from the Throne had been 
f:1lly covered. In a sense, therefore, 
there would appear to be no necessity 
for my follo\ving them. I think, how
ever, that you will agree with me that 
the affairs of this country are not as 
good as they might be and conditions 
in the outside countries and foreign 
r:1arkets are far from normal.. Every 
member of this House, therefore, not 
only is invited but should, as a matter 
of duty, consider and discuss these 
affairs which are of such vital inter
est and importance to the country. 
Every Government is entitled to criti
cism or praise for the way they handle 
the affairs of the country over which 
t.iJ.ey govern; criticism or praise de
pending entirely on the way their acts 
are performed and carried out. In 
cases where criticism should be given 
it is the duty of every member to ex
press his opinion, because othBrwise 
his silence might be taken for an ac
quiesence of the acts of the Govern
ment. 

This year marks one material change 
in that the Hous€ opened at such an 
early date. Last year the House did 
r..ot open until May, whereas this year 
it opened in the early part of March 
and all the members looked forward 
with pleasure to an early closing, but 
rnfortunately this was delayed by the 
very unfortunate disaster which over
took the Viking, and we all naturally 

, 
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sympathised with those people who 
suffered the loss of relatives near and 
c,ear to them, and also with those who 
through in~u:ies sustained are today 
suffering as the result. I think that 
the ro::tnner in which the whole situa
tion in connection with the disaster 
;.ras carried out is worthy of special 
praise. The crews of the other seal
ing ships which were sent to the as
!:!istance of the Viking did their duty 
W-anfully and without demur, despite 
rbe fact that they knew they were do
ing it at a very great loss to them
selves. The men on the Viking be
haved themselves in a manner which 
is ever associated with our British 
mercantile marine, and those on shore 
carried out th2ir arduous duties in a 
most praiseworthy and efficient man
ner. The people of Horse Islands did 
everything humanly possible for the 
survivors, giving up their homes and 
food supply to help others, while in 
St. John's the affairs were handled in 
such a way that their aotions called 
for little or no criticism. At a time 
l~ke that I think the burden cast on 
those far from the scene of the dis
aster is the most difficult to bear, and 
tor this I think the Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries deserves special praise. 
All in all I think the situation was 
as well handled as it was possible 
tt.. do. I think also that Otis Bartlett 
deserves special recommendation. I 
trust, Sir, that only a reward of real 
value will be given to him, that thoose 
ie. authority will see that he receives 
promotion commensurate with the 
services he performed on that tragic 
oc:casion. 

The Speech from the Throne was de
livered on the 11th of ::\'.larch and the 
1:1otion that a Select Committee be 
appointed to draft an Address in Re
I-'ly was moved by Mr. Bindon and 
seconded by :.\'.Ir. Strong. I listened 
with very close attention to what 

these gentlemen had to say, and I 
may say that they delivered speeches 
that left no doubt in the minds of their 
hearers as to what they meant to say. 
They were consecutive and concise, 
c:ea:; and logical; they were pleasant 
and gave no offence. There is one 
criticism that I would like to make 
and that is that they dealt too much 
in generalities, but that is character
istic of those moving the appointment 
of a Select Committee under the ex
isting Government. It seems to be a 
Drinciple that the policy of the Gov
e:;:nment should not be disclosed to 
those who move the motion for a 
Select Committee and they had no 
more idea of what that policy was 
going to be than we J:iad on this side 
of the House. I P•reshm·e that this is 
the policy of the Government, and as 
I progress in my remarks I think that 
I will make it clear that on every 
occasion when we anticipated a de
claration of policy so that the people 
of the country could know the con
dition of affairs, the Government was 
characteristically silent. 

In speaking to the Address in Reply 
one has an opportunity, first, of re
viewing the condition of the country, 
then the condition of its government, 
and then considering the relation of 
one to the other. There has been 
during the past eight or nine months 
a continuous stream of statements to 
show that there is considerable unem
ployment ;n St. John's and in some of 
the larger towns outside, and that 
there has been, and is, poverty and in 
some cases, destitution in the out
ports. In a large measure these con
d1tions are due to the failure of the 
fisheries last year. There was a fail
u.re in the quantity, there was a failure 
in the quality due to a very hot sun 
splitting the fish as it lay drying, and 
there was a decline in the prices in 
the foreign markets and this meant 
a loss to the country of not less than 
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$5,000,000, which, to a comntry of this 
size is colossal. This failure came, 
not in a year when the fisheries were 
"not so bad," but after a year which 
was less than a moderate year; it 
came on a country impoverished or 
semi-impoverished. The result of this 
loss is a reduction in those industries 
which are carried on locally. 

Another factor was the great col
l::tpse which has taken place the world 
over. \'There unemployment exists and 
exists in substantial numbers, poverty 
and destitution exist in the same way 
and cannot be winked out of sight. 
I have heard statements such as these 
described as "preaching blue ruin" 
and that we should send forth a mes
sage of optimism. To my mind it is 
well to be optimistic, but before we 
become foolishly optimistic we should 
find out where we stand. The doctor 
tells his patient who has pneumonia 
that he must be optimistic, and if he 
js not he dies, but that does not say 

Canada. The Prime l\Iinister of Can-
2.da held a hurried session of the 
House and announced that if the Im
perial Conference were not postponed 
he would not be able to atJtend. He 
rassed emergency measures to deal 
v:ith the depression in that country 
and the Conference was deferred un- ' 
til he had passed measures to carry 
that country through the winter. 

T1he absence of the Prime ::\Iinister 
is always of grave importance when a 
national crisis is impending, more so 
in this country and this government, 
because the absence of the Prime l\Iin-
ister causes paralysis among his col
leagues, with the result that when he 
is a way nothing Vo'as dont- by the Ex
ecutive with a view to alleviating con
ditions, and nothing was done after 
his return. It might be said that the 
Government had appointed a Commis
sion to discuss the matter. · It is al-
ways a Commission. 

that he hasn't got pneumonia. \Ve There is no subject that comes up 
have got to be optimistic, but that for discussion but that some Com
does not mean that we have to blind mission is dealing with it. There is 
ourselves to the fact that then~ is un- a Commission dealing with unem
en1ployment, poverty and destitution. r loyment and other matters which J 
If there is one thing worse than pie- shall now deal with. That Commis-
turing the country worse than it really 
is, it is to picture it better, and this is 
perfect folly. 

It is not "preaching blue ruin·• to 
face the facts; it means ruin to the 
country if you don't. "Wihat we have to 
do is to face the situation and apply 
tne remedy. This condition of affairs 
was not a temporary one, because it 
existed before the Prime Minister left 
for the Imperial Conference. The 
early fishery ·was a failure. The men 
were leaving it and every member 
here knows that they were appealing 
for work on shore because the fishery 
was a failure. It was known in 
August, yet the Prime l\Iinister left the 
country. 'Db.at was the position in 

5ion consists of Sir William F. Lloyd, 
Sir P. T. l\lcGrath and Mr. Hutchings. 
After Sir P. T. ::.\IcGrath died, Mr. Fox 
took his place. That was the Unem
ployment Commission to consider un
employment in St. John's. \\Tith :\Ir. 
Gibbs in place of Mr. Fox that is the 
Economic Commission and the Public 
Utilities Commission and the Lunacy 
Commission. \Vhen you consider the 
subjects they have to tackle you won
der why the Executive exists at all. 
Just consider: At three o'clock there 
is a session of the Unemployment 
Commission consisting of Sir W. F. 
Lloyd, i\Ir. Hutchings and :\Ir. Fox; 
then at four o'clock Mr. Fox goes out 
and l\lr. Gibbs comes in and they hold 
a session of the Economic Commis-
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sion; then at five o'clock, if they still 
l~ave time at five o'clock, 2.\Ir. Fox en
t~rs agai!l and they sit in Lunacy. 

These sessions are supposed to be 
held in public, but the public would 
have a c~ifficult task in knowing and 
in follow:ng the different sittings and 
ats~overing which was which. They 
would have to wear rosettes of dif
ferent colors to distinguish the differ
ent meetings. This Commission was 
first called on to find temporary re
lief for the unemployment and pov
erty in St. John's and the outports, 
and also asked to devise ways and 
means whereby it could be decreased. 
They were asked to deal with these 
questions to see if they could provide 
some permanent remedy so as to 
make them non-recurring. Imagine 
the scope they had. They were asked 
to deal with unemployment in St. 
John's and poverty in the outports 
with a vie1v to devising some perman
ent remedy for their alleviation. And 
what did they do? They produced a 
perfectly \Yonderful report. I have it 
here. They dealt with the outports 
fl om two points of view; first Agri
culture and secondly the Fisheries. 

I wonder if the !\1inister of Agricul
ture and 1\Iines has seen the Report of 
the Agriculture Commission? If not, 
Sir, I would like to present you with 

ner. Advice is given with regard to 
the treatment of breed animals; you'll 
find it all here. Apart from taking 
your mind back a quarter of a cen
tury .you will derive very little bene
fit from the Commissioner's report. 
If you yourself had been asked to give 
an essay on the subject it would have 
been done better without evidence and 
without fee. And yet this Report takes 
ltP 24 pages. It ranges from the At
lantic to the Pacific. It is particular
ly erudite on the subject of seed po
tatoes, and yet we imported 25,000 
bushels last year for eating purposes. 

I am sorry the Minister for l\larine 
and Fisheries has left the House, or I ,. 
would talk about what this hybrid 
Commission has done with regard to 
the fisheries. Its report might be 
termed the "Rise and Fall of the Pis
catorial Empire." What does it re
commend? Standardizattion. Stand
a7dization, Sir, is a very novel idea 
indeed. I remember a short time ago 
a paper called the "\\Tatchdog" bark
ing Standardization right across its 
pages, and it was not until I had read 
that that I could see the situation as 
a whole. I saw the Prime l\Iinister 
tossing on his bed about four o'clock 
on a cold morning, worrying out his 
soul about the fisheries, and besides 
that he had the added trouble at out-

n copy. Allow me to recommend it to lined in his letter to Captain Peter 
your attention-as the Lenten season 
i:;; over, I won't call it a penance, but 
I suggest you would read it from this 
angle. I would ask you to take your 
rjnd back to the period when you, as 
·1 remarkably young man of sixty: 
first took your place in the Hoube as 
~n Agricultural Commissioner. I 
i\·ould ask you to take your mind 
back to the subject of canker; you'll 
find it described here. The treatment 
of cankerous potatoes. the use of 
limes and phosphates as fertilisers 
are all dealt with in the same man-

Roberts, that his whole assets were 
wrapped up in the fisheries. So be
sides his worries as a statesman he 
had the added personal trouble of see
ing bankruptcy staring him in the 
face. Then came the heaven-sent 
thought. The Prime l\Iinister shouted 
"Eureka," rose from his bed, dashed 
down the word "Standardization" on 
a memorandum, and the next day the 
"\Vatchdog" barked. I am surprised 
at the Honourable ~Iinister of ::\Iarine 
and Fisheries. He has been for ov~r 
twenty-five years personally connect-
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ed with the fishery, as were his an
cestors before him. He was a m€m
ber of this House when the famous 
Coaker Regulations were introduced, 
and yet he now needs this hybrid 
Commission to tell him what to do. 
I should like to know if the Hon. 
::\Iinister has seen the Report of the 
Commission. If not, let me introduce 
it to him. Mr. Speaker, one can real
ise the value of this Report when the 

the past, without passing it over to 
this hybrid Commission. In spite of 
the statements of the Prime -:.\Iinister, 
in spite of the warning he gave at the 
Board of Trade dinner of raising t he 
cry of "Wolf, Wolf!" there is u nem
ployment in St. John's, and it is seri
ous and has been for some months , 
past. We are told that destitution is 
practically non-existent, that t here 
are only 80'.) or 90;) unemployed in St. 

::\1inister of Marine and Fisheries has John's. But when we come to con-
not even seen it. 

I shall now deal with the Report of 
the Economic Commission as regards 
temporary work. As this com€s im
mediately under the purview of the 
Colonial Secretary, I would like tc 
ask him could he not have wriUen 
it himself between supper and bed
time and not lose ten minutes sleep. 
In order to provide temporary relief 
in St. John's the construction of cer
tain roads was suggested, and the l\Tin
ister of Public Works was called ir..
to the conference. In other words. 
when relief work was necessary 11r. 
Hibbs, ).Ir. Hall and Dr. Howlett had 
to be called in. That is proper enough, 
but I say, Sir, that they ought not 
to have been called in by the Economic 
Commission, but by the members 
themselves. The thing is a crying 
scandal. 

It is a curious thing that all four 
of these men are lawyers. They are 
2.ll eminent men in their own profes
sion, but the complaint I make is that 
they should never have been appointed 
on these Commissions. They delay in 
~ubmitting their reports. There is de
lay in the taking of evidence. And the 
evidence itself is no novelty. Not one 
r..ovel statement or one novel recom
mendation has been made. It is sim
ply a case of the Government burk
ing its duty and passing the work over 
to a Commission. The unemployment 
could have been handled as it was in 

sider that this 900 was o::J.1:- the reg· s
tered family men, the situation is ab
solutely appalling. 

\Yhat about the girls and boys that 
have been laid off from the factories 
within the last couple of months? 
l.re not they unemployed? \\'bat about 
the unmarried men? Aren't they u n
employed? Even with the Prime 1\Iin
ister's figures the situation is perfectly 
staggering. There are in the City of 
St. John's between 7000 and 8000 fam
ilies, and of these, according to h is 
own figures, between 800 and 900 are 
unemployed, or between 11 and 12% . 
\Ye have all heard of the terrible un
e. l'lployment situation in Englan d with 
2 million people out of work. But 
this is out of a population of 40 mil
lions, or 5%, while in St. John's, as I 
have said, it is between 1.1 and 12% . 
And this is the situation which th€ 
Government passes over to an irre
sponsible Commission to dilly dally 
with as t h ey like. 

Give the question whatever thought 
yuu like and you will find that the 
only possible answer is, Governm€nt 
by Commissions and with nothing 
cone for the people of the country 
·except to hand out money to t he 
rrivileged fe-\v. All that was done in 
and around St. John's was the re
conditioning of some roads by the 
Highroads Commission. With regard 
to the outpo.rts, nothing was done ex
cept give the people their whack of 
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dole and put them in a state of de
O'radation. Sir William Lloyd and 
b 

l\1r. Brownrigg, the Commissioner of 
public Charities ,made a trip to 
Placentia Bay to examine into the 
conditions of the people and to take 
evidence on the spo~ in the face of 
the fact that we had already three 
highly-paid Commissioners taking 
cYidence. Now why have a Commis
sion to run the Poor Commissioner's 
office. This could have been dealt 
"·ith through the Colonial Secretary's 
office as in the past. Through the 
-rarious relieving officers throughout 
the country, the Poor Commissioner 
could have supplied all this informa
tioa himself and so the need for a 
Commission has yet to appear. If 
there \Vas any prospect of the Com
r:iission giving some work in the out. 
ports, then they would have justified 
their existence, but they did not E>·.ren 
do as certain members of the Gc..vern
ment did, and that was recommend 
work to be done and be refused. 

In my district a considerable amount 
of dole was given out and quarter of 
it could have been saved if the Gov
ernment had listened to me. I re
quested the Government to send a few 
of their Highroads officials to put men 
to work on the roads and bridges and 
to cut timber for marine works. Tll~ 

people I represent did not want dole; 
they wanted work. I wrote the Gov
ernment and the heads of the varicus 
departments to that effect and the 
answer I got was that there was 
nothing doing but dole. - To preve-nt 
reople from being demoralised otller 
~imilar suggestions were made, and I 
know that people were prepared to cut 
timber at a cheaper rate of pay than 
they ever did before, but the Com
mission never took any evidence on 
that point and the same policy of drift 
was followed throughout. There was 
.!lo enquiry made as to what work was 

available and no enquiry was made 
ty the Government as to what the 
Commission were doing. The Govern
ment simply drifted along and they 
are going to put the blame upon the 
members of the Economic Commission. 
In the meantime the people are look
ing to the future and are wondering 
what is going to happen this year. 

We all know of the tremendous 
losses met with in connection with the 
fisheries of last year and the mer
chants are not in a position to give 
out supplies to any great extent this 
year, whilst the :fishermen are in a 
worse position than ever with regard 
to purchasing supplies. Right now is. 
the time to know what is likely to be 
done. We do not know anything from 
the Government as to what their :fish
ery or highroads policy is, and our 
f,shermen are holding out their hands 
to know what the intentions of the 
Government are on that point. If the 
Government had shown any foresight 
and had displayed any interest for the 
rroducers of the country they would 
have foreshadowed their policy in the 
f reech from the Throne. That is the 
kind of thing the country wanted to 
hear, not a lot of stuff about default
ing brokers and insurance companies. 
But the Government said nothing, and 
I question if they have anything to 
say now along these lines. One would 
naturally expect, also, that in view of 
the obvious falling off in the earning 
power of the people with its conse
quent effect upon tthe revenue, the 
Government would have made some 
earnest effort towards retrenchment 
or economy. 

Those of you who read the speech 
of Mr. Bennett, Prime Minister of 
Canada ,in the opening days of the 
present session of the Canadian Par
liament, in speaking of supplemental 
supply, will have noticed that he issued 
a very serious straight-forward warn
ing to the heads of the various Gov-
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ernment departments when he said 
that they would have to live within 
their votes or lose their jobs. In thh 
country the reverse is the case, and 
lieads of departments are told that if 
they will only do what the Prime :\Iin
ister wants them that he will give 
them bonuses. In England the other 
day, l\Ir . Snowden, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, issued a warning so strong 
that it staggered the members of his 
own party. He advocated retrench-
l?ent in every department and he 
·warned the heads of the different de
partments that the whole fiscal stab
iaty of England depended upon the 
.carrying out of that warning. In this 
country no warning was issued by the 
Finance Minister or the Prime l\Iin
ister, and not alone was no attempt 
made at economy or retrenchment in 
the Civil Service, but the extravagant 
conduct of affairs of the past was con
tinued and further unnecessary ex
pfnditures embarked upon. 

The Commissions which have al
ready been criticised so severely and 
"'\-hich have become so nauseating still 
continue when they are unnecessary 
and expensive, and if that money was 
triken and devoted to Old Age Pen
sions $20,000 could be saved to pre
vent aged and worn-out fishermen from 
receiving poor relief. It seems that 
h:.wyers, doctors, merchants and cer
t~in civil servan ts who are friendly 
disposed to the Gove:r;nment are hav
ing moneys being spent on them lav
i!:.hly, whilst the common people of the 
country have got to pay the piper. 
However, the people to be blamed for 
the rerpetration of this raid upon the 
public treasury are the Government, 
because if you engage lawyers or doc
tors you got to pay their fees, but 
you are not bound to employ them if 
you find that they want more tthan 
you are able to pay them. The 
remedy rests wilh yourself. Do not 
employ them. 

\Vith regard to the Justice Depart
r.1ent, Sir, I say that Department 
should have been re-organized long 
a go, as promised by the present 
P1 ime :Vlinister. We now have an At
torney General, a Solicitor General 
and an Acting Deputy ~Iinister. As 
the major portion of the Attorney ' 
General's time is taken up in other 
capacities, the Solicitor General was 
appointed to perform the duties of t he 
Attorney General and his appointment 
was made for the express purpose of 
saving money for the country. That 
ii:; what we were told in a fiambuoyant 
speech made by the Prjme ::\Iinister in 
this House.. \Ve were going to save 
thousands of dollars by the appoint
rnen t of l\Ir. Bradley. Thousands of · 
rlollars means that this year the C.P. 
account is overdrawn by $7,000 and 
the cost of legal fees is in the vicin
ity of $52,000 since the 30th of June 
last. Is that saving money? Every 
de.partment in the service practically 
l:as been handing it out. The posi
tion of :Mr. Dunfield is most anomalou s. 
He is neither Deputy l\linister nor a n 
active practising barrister. He has 
been compelled to give up his prac
tice; his services are apparently 
needed in the Department. Mr. Dun
field is a man who commands the high
est reiwect in his profession and 
amongst the people. He is a hard
working, brilliant man. I am not 
blaming l\1r. Dunfield; he does n ot 
know whether he is going to be a civil 
servant tomorrow or not; it would be 
impossible for him to work there up
on a small salary. :\faturally having 
to abandon his practice, he must 
charge fees for a certain class of 
y:ork. If you don't want him, appoint 
a deputy minister and get rid of him. 

I have asked several questions i n 
regard to the prosecutions that were 
carried on by the Solicitor General 
and those that were not carried on by 
him, but they haye not been answered. 
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·The money saved by appointing him 
as Solicitor General 
his receiving $14,000 
the 30th June last. 

in his position 
Jias resulted in 
to $15.000 since 

:\ow we come to doctors. I am not 
(J"o~ng at the present time to comment 
~n the anomalous positions in which 
Drs. Campbell and !.\! v.::d~ll have placed 
themselves. That will be a matter 
for further consideration. I want to 
irention the question of the Asylum; 
here again I don't want to attack 
either Dr. Anderson or Dr. Cashin. 
Dr. Anderson is a man who stands at 
the top of his profession; he is. in 
nn· opinion-tlmt is \Yhy I employ him 
_.the best doctor in town. I think 
that if he is to be made Superintend
ent of the Asylum, to live there and 
te a real superintendent. you have to 
pay him a good sum; you can·t ex
pect him. even though these civil ser
vice positions carry with them a 
1:-nsion. you can't expect him to aban
don a very lucrative practice in the 
prime of life and take a permanency 
i~1 the civil serviCS? unless you pay 
1lim well. You must. if you are go
hg to have these institutions properly 
run. you must get first-class man to 
nm them. I think, therefore, if you 
are going to appoint Dr. Anderson 
as Superintendent of the Asylum, you 
will have to pay him a substantial 
fee. and he will repay you. I do ob
ject to a man \Vho spends nine-tenths 
of his day in private practice-even if 
he is a hard-working industrious man. 
I sav vou have got no right to pay 
that man $5,000 for giving a small por
tion of his time to the superintenden
cy of the Asylum. Again. I don't 
blame Dr. Anderson. I blame the 
Government. 

I mention, Sir, the civil servants. 
This was a matter of some consider
able comment. Last year we found 
ou every hand that civil servants 
were being treated to bonuses in sub-

stantial amounts for so-called extra 
services; in one instance there was 
$3.COO; and, if my memory serves me 
right, $3.000 to one, $1,000 to another 
and $500 to another for services ex
tending over a previous period of 16 
years, given apparently voluntarily, 
\Yithout any claim being made. and for 
goodness knows what. Last year 
clGring the course of the Estimates 
we found that those b.onuses had been 
given in the Postal Telegraph De
partment and then there were a num
ber of increases and only two or 
three left out. "\Vhen I questioned the 
~'Iinister about it he said, "They got 
their increases last year; we have got 
to give the others increases this year." 
"\Ye find, again, bonuses being given 
in that Department. "\Vhen it is not 
tbe Postal Department, it is some 
other department. We find it is put 
down to immigration. I did not know 
this country suffers the ills of immi
gration. The only immigration I know 
of is the return of our own nationals 
from foreign countries where they 
can't do as well. Immigration pays 
for all. Even a man who has been on 
a sick bed for two years got $1,000 in 
connection with immigration. 

:Xow, Sir, what does the Auditor 
General say about these payments. 
Af!ter all, one can hardly think that 
the Auditor General would deal with 
this matter except in a friendly spirit 
to the Government. On page 11 he 
says: 

(Reads) 

Postal Telegraph services are ser
Yices which are not regular; it may 
be necessary to call them out at all 
bours; trains and boats arrive at all 
b ours; it is necessary to call out the 
postal clerks to sort letters; it is not 
unreasonable to expect that certain 
payments should be made to these offi
cials. 
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(Reads) 

And it is going on in every depart
ment of t'he civil service under the 
present Government. It is come to 
the point now when it seems to be 
considered that the salary of a civil 
servant is to be looked upon as a 
purely retaining fee. Everything that 
he does outside of drawing his cheque 
must be paid for extra. I don't know 
what is behind it; whether it is an at
tempt to buy up the civil service or 
to demoralize it, but it is pernicious; 

· it should be stopped. It is a scandal, 
that cannot be denied. 

Then, Sir, in the midst of our 
troubles we have an Official Research. 
Is that a Commission? I was afraid 
it might be a committee. 

B OX. JIR. SPEAKER.-! wish to 
draw the attention of the strangers 
here to the Rules of the House. While 
they may attend ,they are not to 
make any noise or interfere with the 
deliberations of the House. If they 
do, I will order t'he galleries cleared. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-:\Ir. Speak-er, I 
agree, if the rule will be enforced 
when the members on the Government 
side of the House speak as well. 

In the midst of our troubles we 
have this official research board. I 
don't wish to take away from the 
value of scientific research in our 
fisheries. This should have b-een un
dertaken many years ago; years ago 
it probably could not be done to effi
ciently; in recent years more knowl
edge and better scientific apparatus 
have been placed at our service. There 
c0mes a time in every man's exchequer 
account, in every company's exchequer 
account and in every government's 
exchequer account when they have to 
stop and consider whether they can 
afford even a scientific research. I 

say the time is come when we can't 

afford it. It is- unfortunate that we 
are going through a period now when 
\Ye can't afford to do this on an ex
tl avagant scale. 

JIIXISTER OF MARIXE A..'°"D FISH
ER-:.ES.- :'.\fr. Speaker, £5,000 has been 
voted by the British Government and 
£ 5.000 by the Newfoundland Govern
ment.. 

JIR. EJIERSO~.~'Ir. Speaker, in 
addition to the $25.000 voted for this, 
the Government have purchased a 
s~eaimer for $40,0,00, and in the Min
istry of l\:Iarine and Fisheries there 
bEts been opened an account for the 
running of that boat, permitting the 
l\'finister to draw and expend up t o 
$~0 ,000. Now, I say. we can't affor d 
that. I understand that the boat is 
to be used for certain purposes other 
than scientific research; it is to be 
used in connection with ice and bait 
and so on; but, Sir, I say we cannot 
afford it. It is a very excellent thing 
to have, but the only excuse that was 
given, the only reason that was given 
for purchasing it -was because it was 
required for the fishery research, and 
t~pon an exchange of messages with 
Dr. Thomson. 

~IIXISTER OF JL\.RL~E .A_,._~D FISH
ERIES.-·i\fr. Speaker, in reply to l\Ir. 
Emerson, I will state for the benefit 
of the House that the boat was bought 
for general purposes of the Depart
ment, particularly for the West 
Coast fishery, which was in need of a 
boat. This boat is to be used in L ight
house repair work, for which we had 
to hire boats for $20,000. This boat is 
to be used for the general purposes 
of tfue Department. 

~J:R. EMERSO~.-::.VIr. Speaker, I am 
glad the honourable l\Iinister stated 
that, because we asked for all cor
respondence, minutes of council and 
other documents in connection there
with, and the correspondence and 
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minutes of council, correspondence by 
the Minister with the Government, by 
the Government "\Yi th the l\1inister, 
tbe authorisation in connection with it 
is based solely upon the Fishery Re
search Board. The messages I read 
only a coaple of nights ago. If I am 
wrong I shall be glad if you will 
produce evidence to the contrary. The 
first move came from the Fishery 
Eoard; there was a wire sent by Mr. 
Xoonan to Dr. Thomson, and a wire 
back. You wrote the Government in 
connection with the matter, and the 
Government authorised you to pur
chase a boat for that purpose. You 
wrote the Government asking for per
mission to expend $20,000 and the 
Government gave you authority. 

JIIXISTER OF JIARIXE AXD FISH
ERIES~-:'..\i1aybe there is other cor
respondence which you have not seen. 

)[R. EJIERSOX.-I asked for it and 
that is what I have got; you can't 
blame me if you have misinformed 
me. 

2\lIXISTER OF JIARIXE A~""D FISH
ERIES.-The correspondence was not 
asked from my department. 

MR. E][ERSON.-The correspon
dence given to me was from your de
partment, and the replies. 

JIIXISTER OF JIARIXE Al\"'D FISH. 
ERIES.-I did not see it. 

:lIR. EJIERSOK.-But the ship be
longs to the Government, robbing 
Peter to pay Paul. 

It is the same with everything else 
the Government has any connection 
vith. No, Sir, there is no curtail
rri.ent of the extravagance of the 
Government. It has gone on since 
the first year, the year of inoculation 
or incubation as it might be called. 
It has developed and developed until 
the Government department heads 

Sf'em to have no comprehension of 
what a few noughts placed after the 
digit means; they add a noght, and 
it doesn't seem to matter ·whether it 
makes $1000.00 into $10,000.00; it sim
rly means an alteration on a bit of 
paper which is from one person to 
another. ~o steps have been taken 
to curtail the expenditure which has 
been criticised on all sides. And 
what steps have been taken this year? 
\\

7 e all know that the only remedy is 
economy on the part of the Govern
w ent; the only remedy. But there 
has been no attempt on the part of 
the Government to curtail, and that's 
why in a few short weeks we will be 
faced with a deficit of $2,000,000 in the 
Revenue. 

Now, everyone knows that work and 
employment could hav-e been found 
on the Gander, Sir; Yet the Gander 
project was treated S'hamefully by the 
Government. If the Government had 
only given the Gander decent, not de
cent but merely honest treatment, if 
the Gander ha{l only been treated and 
intelligently so by the Government, 
then for the next five years thousands 
of the peo'Ple of this country would 
have steady employment. 

Thousands would have been em
ployed during the next five years, 
working on the construction - of the 
mills, preparing timber, and on the 
shipping of supplies an-a machinery; 
thousands would have been employed 
over the next five years and the 
problem of unemployment with which 
we are faced would have been alle
viated. What a difference to the 
revenue would the employment of 
these thousands of men have made. 

You have, most of you, seen GTa1nd 
Falls and Corner Brook, thriving 
towns of growing population, absorb
ing and providing work for people of 
all classes. The great objection to 
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providing work for the :fishermen on 
the Highroads is that when the work 
is over and he has to return home, 
his capital is exhaused and his boats 
and nets spoiled. But if you could 
make a woodsman of him, or a paper
maker of him, providing him with 
steady employment throughout twelve 
months of the year, some real steps 
would have been taken towards re
lieving the condition of unemploy
rr.ent as it exists at present. 

And, Sir, it is my contention that the 
matter should have been given the 
entire attention of everyone in the 
Government, to the abandonment of 
the Imperial Conference and trips 
abroad, to the abandonment of 
s~hemes for the Highroads Commis
rnission and to the abandonment of 
everything else, and take up the atten
tion of the Government for the entire 
twelve months. 

Imagine another Grand Falls estab
lishment on the north-east coast. It 
is well known what a boon such an 
industry would be to the country. 
Imagine, if instead of two pulp and 
paper mills we had three, think of the 
thousands of people that would have 
steady employment. 

1m. EARLE.-Do you know the con
djtion of the paper market as it 
stands today? 

:MR. EJIERSOX.-The condition of 
the paper market is today as the rest 
cf the industrial markets; it is down 
to the bottom. That is why I say now 
is the time to start construction, 

Last year, I happen to know, there 
was a contract made between the 
Reid and Hearst interests whereby the 
Hearst people agreed to take the en
tire output of the Reids . Do you think 
that these people are fooled? These 
men knowing their business and ha v
i:lg under their control the best minds 

on the continent; men knowing all 
about the paper market. 

JIR. EARLE.-You say so, but the 
members of the Government do not. 
rr'he Company were preparecl to spend 
seventy-five million, but they wanted 
$200.000,000.00 in concessions on the 
Labrador. 

)[R. EJIERSOX.-$200,000,000.00 for 
the ten thousand miles of the Labra
dor? Well, I wish that when I have 
finished speaking the honorable mem
ber would address the House in reply 
to the points I wish to make. 

3IR. SPEAKER.-I wish to draw the 
attention of the House to the stran
gers present; they must not express 
their feelings in clapping, or any 
noise \Vhatsoever. If it happens again 
I shall order the gallery cleared. 

JI R. EJIERSO~.-I quite agree. Of 
course this step would be taken if a 
Government member was speaking. 

JIR. SPEAKER.-! have previously 
drawn attention to this matter. 

MR. ElIERSOX.-~1r. Speaker, the 
point I wisb to make is that this mat
ter is one of great importance and 
calls for the greatest efforts on the 
part of the Government to bring about 
its culmination. I may say that it 
calls for frank discussion and con
structiye thought. 

It should be dealt with fairly and 
:c.ot juggled about like a football; not 
a. political football, for it has never 
become a · political matter; but as a 
football it has been kicked about by 
the Government ever since the elec
tion. And I say that now the pros
pects of a Gander within the next 
four or five years are very remote. 

I think you all remember what the 
famous record said about the Gander 
1n 1928. 



HOGSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDIXGS 159 

once again the Gramaphone record 
of 1928 must be re1ferred to particular
ly that phras·e "I know I can breathe 
the breath of industry into the Gan
der," that was the cry o.f the Pri:ne 
:\1inister in 1928. "I know I can 
breathe tte breath of industry into 
the Gander." In 1929 the Prime Min
ister introduced two Bills into the Le
gislature, in the introducing of which 
the sa.me expression was used. The 
first Bill introduced was in reference 
to a Telephone Cable across the 
Atlantic, at that time he informed the 
House that he was Newfoundland's 
lea.ding salesma.n and wasn't the type 
of man who stay;ed at HO'Il1e waiting 
for orders. He very nearly spoiled 
this speech when, through what I shall 
term a slip of the tongue he quoted 
himself as the man who wo.uld sell 
~ewfoundland. \.\rhen introducing this 
Bill he further informed us that he 
worked r'ay and night that he might 
be doing something that would be 
very beneficial to the country. That, I 
would term a very pretty speech but 
had he done anything very useful so 
far nothing whatever has been done 
regarding it an·d nothing is likely to 
be done. 

The next Bill introduced by him was 
one in connection with the American 
Smelters. This also was to be of ever
lasting benefit but as in the case of 
the Tele1phone Bill n01thing has been 
sin-ce heard of this one. I have no 
doubt in my mind that had Sir 
Richia.rd introduced the Collishaw Bill 
he would have claimed credit for sell
inig their Woolen l\Iills. Durinig the 
sessions oif the present Government 
we have heard various reports and 
rumours of the Gander BHI. At the 
first session of the House the Go\rern
ment had only been in office for six 
months and we didn't expect them to 
be in the !)osition to bring in this Bill 
as they had other work Dn their hands 

but .at the second session which took 
pl•ac·e thirrt-e·en months later the Stpe-ech 
from the Throne gave us no specific 
stateiment as to ::what "V\.'1as being done 
in this connection or if a.nything was 
being done at all. 

Everybody had hope~d that the Gan
der Bill would have been brought in 
at the last ses,sion of the House but 
it .was not until questions were asked 
by membe·rs of this side of the House 
had been aruswered was any daylight 
given to the matter. In M:ay last year 
an answer was tabled by the Colonial 
Secretary in the form of a letter. This 
letter in the main so far as facts con
·tained therein was hopelessly in
accurate, but it was the only docu
ment tabled a1nd fu:rither was the only 
document published in the Liheral 
Press which is the Government News
pa;per. This publication was false anu 
published for no other purp()se than 
to deceive the people who should read 
it. The amount of deceit and hiding of 
information by the Gov.e:rm.'ment in 
connection with the Gander has been 
disgraceful ailld has been so great 
that it leads one to come to the only 
available conclusian and th-at is that 
the Governn1ent wa.s ashamed to 1et 
their .actions in the matteT become 
public and it was a vital necessity to 
them 1that the goings on should be a 
profound secret. 

Prior to all this certain writs for 
areas licenseld to Reids 'or I should 
say licensed to others and purchased 
by Reids were attacked by the Gov
ernment. In a letter written to Mr. R. 
G. Reid by the Colonial Secretary he 
stated that the issuing ·Of these writs 
was not aimed ·at the Gander but was 
in conformity with a policy affecting 
licenses laid down by the Government 
which would affect all holders 'of 
similar Uce•rnses in the same manner, 
and he furthermore staited that the 
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Government could withklraw 'these 
writs if not satisfactory. This I con
tend was ridiculous as it was quite 
evident to everybody that the Govern
ment could w1ithdraw if they wa.nted 
to and furthermore if they got judge
ments they could have still with
drawn. 

The statement that the issuing of 
these Vi"Tits was in con!formity with 
the policy of the Government is also 
ridiculous and un'believable otherwise 
can the Colonial S.ecretary iruform this 
House why, out of the 70 writs issued, 
only 10 have been served. Is that 
carrying ·out their policy? .A'.nld of the 
10 writs sened why have ninie of the::;e 
been on the Reids when other holders 
of licenises in Canada and Newfound
land have not been served with any 
writs. No the idea of this was to 
hamper the Gander prrogramme and 
the result is that instead of today 
having a mill on the Gander the coun
try is faced with an action for Ten 
~lilliom. Dollars. 

This year the House ·opened on 
March 11, and we all looked forward 
to seeing some promise of the le
gislature dealing with the Gander. In 
the Speech from the Throne and par
ticularly when we say that there was 
,a text from a memoirandum of Alan 
S. Butler, our hQPes were raised and 
again, but alas! the Prime Minister, 
at 5 o'clock, in course of reply to a 
question asked by Mr. Alderdice stated 
that the reason there was no Gander 
Bill to be introduced was because the 
Reids wanted fifteen million dollars 
in 1c.ash quar,anteed forr their interest 
in the Gander scheme. 

The Prime l\Iinister as usual, con
tradicted IJ:tis declaration of the open
ing day whelil he tabled a reply to a 
question in connection with the Gan
der. The answer is as follows: 

(Reads) 

That was the answer to question 
No. 25, asked by :'.\Ir. Alderdice of the 
Prime :\Iinister. La,st yeg_r the same 
plea was put forward bv the Pirnie 
l\Iinister and the Colonhl Secretary. 
There is no doubt in my mind or the , 
mtincls of any bo\dy on this side of the 
House that whe'Il ·people iln businers 
matters discuss these matters con
fidentially (and docUiments and other 
c0Tre1spnndence are transferred from 
one party to another and 'lre done in 
a confidential mann·er) then they 
.should be treated as such. 

The Prime :'..\.Iin'iister in this Hou:-:e 
stated that these documents were 
passed to him in the strictest con
fi'dence, and I say now, that that is 
untrue, and, ::.Wr. SIJeaker, that is not 
by any means the worst. S~T Richard, 
despite the fact that he claims these 
documents were of a comfidroitial na
ture, was party to a gross breach of 
confidence. I regret very much that the 
PThne Minister is not present to hear 
these statemenits but as usual he has 
left the House while I am speaking. 
However, that is his own funeral. On 
the o::-ening day the Prime Minister 
tabled the full text of the letter from 
Alan S. Butler to the Colonial Secret
ary. 

(Reads) , 

A document 'Without Prejudice' 
cannot be used and what is that? lt 
was given the GoveTnment in the 
strictest 1confidence and should never 
have been published anfd we find it in 
the Spoeech from the Throne and talk
ed with a flip of the halild as sclQn as 
it came from the printers. Now, Sir, 
what do we find after teat? An answer 
give.n by the Pr1m·e Minister to a 
question asked by ::\Ir Alderdice, that 
is, what wa.s the result of corre.sponid
ence "ith ::.\Ir. ConToy. :\Ir. Conroy is 
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an eminent ma.n in his profession, 
very hoowurable and holds a high 
place in the community and his word 
would be taken by any ma.n in the 
country. He says in reply to Sir 
Richard's letteT of :\Iarch 19th: 

(Reads) 

I am going to leave out a paragraph 
now for a moment anid I am going to 
deal with another aspect. 

(Reads) 

It was refused laist y·ear a.IIld we had 
to fight for it this year because we 
were told that it was a coofidential 
do~um·ent and :\tir. Conroy says here 
that it was among the documents to 
be tabled and must have be·en "Omitted 
by Accident.' Mr. Conroy is always 
\~ery polite. Now what was in con
fidence wa.s the Hearst-Reid agree
ment in which terms were settled, and 
as far a.is the Reids were concerned, 
what they were goilng to get for their 
lands. This was a confidential docu
ment and let us see what hap-pened. 
The Reids refused to have that agree
ment between themselves and Hearst 
tabled. That document 'vas given to 
the Prime Minister in such confidence 
and was of su(!h grave importance 
that its contents were not eve.n to be 
divulged to his own Executive Gov
~rnment anu he respected this con
fidence by having ten copies made and 
showed one to l\Ir Dunfield. Is this 
keeping a confidence? Even yet we 
have not exhausted the enormity of 
the offence. Let us go back to what 
I quoted a few moments ago. 

(Reads) 

If the Reids wante'd fifteen mil}jon 
dollars for their lands it was contain
ed in the Hearst-Reid agreement 
which was given the Prime :.\1inister 
i.n the strictest confidence an<d he 
Yomits it forth in this House. That is 

the man who puts up the plea that he 
can•not disclose documents because 
they were given to him in confidence. 
It so happens, Sir, that as frequently 
happens that statement was entirely 
untrue 1but that does not take a.way 
fronn the offence. The proof is in the 
letter from ~Ir. Conroy which I quoted 
you. The Prime 1\linister on the 18th 
of l\Iarch wrote i\Ir. Conroy as fol
lows: 

(Reads) 

That was the question Xo. 25 'vhich 
was asked, it goes on: 

(Reads) 

\\ ... hat does l\Ir. Conroy say to that? 
"It looks to me " this is Mr. Conroy's 
rer.ly to the Prime Minister: 

(Reads) 

The Reids, therefore, were to get 
considerably less than 40% of fifteen 
million dollaTs, and the balance of the 
consideration in shares, not even 
debentures, because they wanted that 
amount of money to reimburse them 
for what they had expenided and to 
give them enough to carry on until 
the Gander began to pay dividends. 
They \.Yould therefore get considerably 
less than 40o/c of this fifteen million 
and the balance they were willin:g to 
take their chance on, and that, Sir, 
" ... as not only a gross breach of con
fidence but more it was a glaring un
truth. '\\1hy then, Mr. S'PeakeT, all this 
deception, all this hiding of facts? 
Was there something the Government 
had to be ashauned of, or was it be
cause they did not want the Gander? 

1Iy opinion is that they put every 
obstacle in ·the way of its consumma
tion and I thinik that fron1 the cor
respondence I have read and the 
ff\.idence I have adduced that you will 
agree with me. As I said before, this 
is a -project tha.t calls for the assist-
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ance of engineers, financiers, men 
familiar with paper market and ex
pert corporation lawyer1s. Such a 
scheme would need assistance from 
many sources under these four heads. 
I un:derstand that SQlille would not be 
needed right away, corpo.ration law
yers would not be needed until the 
outline 1s settled and they have to 
prepare the necessary legislation for 
Parliament but fi.1ist it would have to 
be gone ove·r by engin,eers to ascertain 
whether or not it was a feasible pro
ject and whether the paper market in 
its presernt state would justify its 
undertaking and from what firuancial 
sources the money would come. ~ o- . 
thing like this was done and one of 
the first things that should have been 
done was to submit the scheme to 
these three cla·sses of people for a 
casual survey but they did nothing. 
As late as :Vlarch 21st last year a1fter 
having been negotiating with the 
Reids for six months the Colonial 
Secretary provided a delightful little 
diversion in a most delightful letter 
in whkh he says: 

(Reads) 

They had been dealin1g with that 
firm foT six months and they had not 
eYen taken the trouble to ring up the 
mana·ger of .the Bank of l\Iontreal and 
get a report on them, that was their 
excuse, the Government did not know 
the financial standing of the news
print company. The Government had 
deliberaely failed to take the matter 
into serious consideration and I think 
that they did not want the Gander. 

Now what's wrong with the Gander? 
l 'vff reHd the memorandum tabled and 
while I can't say I agTee absolutely 
with everything the Reids ask for, I 
do say there is a basis of discussion, 
an\d in a propositjon like this the 
parties always ask for con_siderably 
more than they expect to get. I say 

the matter should have been fully 
discussed and apparently it never has 
heen. If it had been perhaps the 

~ 

Reids would have been able to put up 
such a case that the Government 
would be prepared to give way, or per
haps they may have asked for sub
stantially more than they expected to 
get. I say they put up a discussable 
prcpc·sition and all they got when they 
went to the Gove'rinment was to have 
the door slam1ned in their faces. ::.\:Ir. 
Speaker, there are other aspects of 
the Speech friom the Throne which I 
interld dealing with when the occa
sion arises. 

Today I intended dealing only with 
four or fiv·e aspects of it, chiefly those 
dealing with unemployment and in
creased revenue. I think I have said 
enough to show that the Government 
has lamentably failed, and the prob
abilities are that next year the re
venue will be less than the expendi
ture by somethiTug over two million 
dollars, and that another loan wiJI 
haYe to be raise'ld. I say again that the 
people are in dire disress, and much 
could have been done to alleviate· 
their condition by an honest and 
active government. 

On motion the debate on the Address 
in Deply was deferred. 

On motion the Bill entitled "An Act 
for the Grading of Potatoes and 
Turnips" was recommitted to a Com
mLttee of the Whole House. 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

:\Ir. Speaker resumetl the Chair. 

The Chai'rman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to then.1. referred, and hacl 
parned certain amendments. 
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on motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

\\-hereupon on motion of the :\Iinis
ter of Agriculture and Mines the Bill 
entitled "An Act for the Grading of 
Potatoes and Turnips" was read a 
third time and piassed, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be engross
ed, being entitled as above, and that 
it be setlt to the Legislative Council 
with a Message requestill'g the con
currence of that body in its pro
dsions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion oif 
Rt. Hon. the Pri·me Minister the Bill 
entitled "An Act Relatin•g to the Keep
ing of Dogs" was read a second time 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be referred to a Committee of the 
'Yhole House on tomorrow. 

lIR •.. PlJ)DESTER,- l\1r. Speaker 
the Second Reading of thi1s Bill was 
postp-0ned on my account. I under
stood that the honourable introducer 
of the Bill was prepared to insert ·t 

r11ause in Cammittee to enable hunters 
in a district to kee.p dogs, as I have 
a number of requests from people in 
my district opposed to sportsmen be
ing allowed to brinig d-0g.s in the dis
trict for hunting purposes, dogs which. 
~eople livirug in the district are not 
.:~ll c"Ved to keep even during the hunt
ing season amd particularly when they 
want to get something for their 
families for the Winter season. 

HON. DR. CilIPBELL-Mr. Speak
er, no reference is made in the Bill to 
the point raised by the honourable 
member and it can be settled in Com
n:ittee stage. 

The remaining Orders of the Dg_y
~·: i::-re deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
v:.-hen the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow aftei:noon at three of the 
G1ock. 

'!'he House then adj0111 ned accorcl
int_dy. 

lYED:XESDAY, April 8th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

MR. FUDGE-Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
present a petition from the re idents 
of ::.\iorrisville and Millville praying 
for an allocation to build a road. Last 
.rear I presented a similar petition 
though only si'gne]d by residents from 
l\Iorrisville. It was, however, consign
ed to the waste-.paper basket. This is 
a letter received from these people: 

(Reads) 

I hope this petition will meet with 
more sympathetic support and I beg 
that it be referred to the Department 
to which it re·lates. 

JIR. BE:XNETT-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to present a petition on behalf of the 
residents of the south side of Petty 
Harlbor pr·aying that a sum of money 
be allocated f-Or the repair of roads 
and the bridge. Petty Harbor has been 
very unsuccessful with the fishery this 
year. Also the Harbor Gut is in a bad 
condition aind an allocation is neces
sary from the Department of Marine 
an1d Fisheries. 

I trust the Departments of Public 
Works and Marine and Fisheries will 
give them work immediately and thus 
a chance of earning a little money be
fore the fishery starts and not wait 
until forced to give these people 
pauper relie;f. 

I 
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.JIR. EJIERSO~-~Ir. Speaker, I beg 
to present a petition received from the 
residents of Famish C.ove in the dis
trict of Placentia East. It appears 
that it is the intention to change the 
railway station at Tickle Harbour 
Crossing. Tickle Harbour Crossing is 

their nearest station and that is seven 
miles from them and it is there that 
all the freight must be brought and 
taken from and it can be seen a hard
ship would be inflicted on them if this 
station were removed. I beg that the 
railway authorities be asked to re
consider their decision. 

I also beg to presen1t a petition from 
200 people from Long Harbor, Silbey's 
Cove and Crawley's Island asking- that 
some money be allocated for the pur
pose of reconditioning a road at Long 
Harbor. This road is about five miles 
long and is in a shocking condition. 
They would also like to have the road 
continued to Chapel Arm, and as the 
Highroad .passes there this would be 
a most opportune time. This would 
also benefit the district of Trinity 
Centre as well as Placentia East. I 

' 
beg to refer the petition to the De-
partment of Public Works. 

MR. S)flTH- 1\Ir. Speaker, I beg to 
present a petition from some 200 re
sidents of Xorth River Dock, Bereneed 
and Port-de-Grave prayin:g for an ex
tenis io!l of the road from the foot of 
Sno"'v s P.ond to connect with High
road at the head of the same pond. It 
is about six miles long. The extension 
of this road would be of great assist
ance to the people in getting their 
fire wood. It would also open up to 
snortsmen many ponds teeming with 
trout and an area abounding with 

' 
game. I beg to have the petition re-
ferred to the Deparrtment to which it 
relates. 

:\Ir. Byrne gave notice of question. 

:\Ir. Tobin gave notice of question . 

liir. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

:\Ir. Alderdice gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Quinton gave notice of question. 

Mr. \\"inter gave notice of question. 

l\lr. Emerson gave no>tice of ques-
ti on. 

Pursuant to notice ailld leave grant
ed, and on motion of Hon. the ::\'Iinister 
of Poists and Telegraphs, the Bill en
titled "An Act Further to Amend 
Chapter 35 of the ConsolidJted 
Statutes (Third Series) ent itled 'Of 
the Postal and Telegra.ph Services' " 
was introduced and read a first time, 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be read a seco-nd time o:i to.'.norrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime ~Iinister the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to con·sider certain Amend
ments to the Rules of the House. 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\lr. Smith took the Chair of Con1-
mittee. 

HOX. THE SPE.AKER-::.\Ir. Chair
man. the prepared Resolutions to be 
submitted to the House for he alter
ation of certain rules are in reality an 
Amendment and enlargement of Bills 
of a private nature that come before 
the House in connection with the tax
ing of people and the exemption of 
individuals from certain taxes. Sec
tions 251 and 252 have been found to 
be very narrow and are arp.ended by 
the new Sections. 

Section 291 affects Private Bills and 
sets out the machinery whereby the 
rarticular section is dealt with by a 
Committee of the Wh-0Ie House. If the 
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recommendations of the House are 
sent to His Excellency and he d:>es 
not express his pleasure to all Sec
tions then the Bill m:ust go through; 
without those particular Sections. 

:\Ir. Speaker resume'.d the Chair. 

And there being twenty-nine mem
bers present in their places in the 
House (exclusive of :Mr. Speaker) 
namely: 

Rt. Hon. the Prime l\Iinister, 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 

Hon. l\Iinister Finance and Customs, 

Hon. the Aiinister of Posts, 

Hon. Dr. Cam·pbell, 

Hon. Dr. l\Iosdell, 

Hon. l\Ir. Lewis, 

Minister of Agriculture and l\1ines, 

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, 

l\Ir. Puddester, 

:\'Ir. Emerson, 

:\Ir. Earle, 

2.\Ir. Starkes, 

l\Ir. Moore, 

l\Ir. \Vinter, 

:\ir. Fitzgibbon, 

l\Ir. Skanes, 

Lady Squires, 

}fr. Quinton, 
:\Ir. Scammell, 
:\Ir. Tobin, 

l\Ir. Bennett, 

~Ir. Godden, 

Mr. Fudge, 

l\Ir. Bindon, 

Mr. Strong, 

l\Ir. Greene, 

l\Ir. Byrne, 

:\fr. Smith, 

~Ir. Murphy. 

The Chairman reported that the 
Committee had passed certain Amend-

ments in the Rules of the House which 
he hankled in at the Clerk's table 
where they were read. 

And, the said twenty-nine members 
being present, it was ordered that the 
said report be adopted and that the 
said Rules as amended, or substituted, 
do pass. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. Dr. Campbell the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the \\"hole 
to consider the Bill entitled "An Act 
Relating to the Keeping of Dogs." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

JIR. PUDDESTER-l\Ir. Chairman, 
there was a rule in St. John's in years 
pa.st that license money collected from 
dog owners would be paid to persons 
who had their poultry or cattle killed 
by their dogs. Is that rule still in 
force? Does it also apply outside the 
city limits. About three years ago I 
had 24 hens which I had bough1t about 
six months from a man· who was leav
ing the country and I paid a high 
price for them and one night they 
were all killed by 'dogs. I put in a 
claim for compensation and was told 
that the claim could not be allowed 
•because the rule had been· changed 
and there would •be no more com
pensation paid. Last year people again 
got compensation and I was wonder
ing if the law had been changed with
in the last three years. 

HON. DR. CAMPBELL-You would 
come under the 11unicipal Act. 

)fR. STRONG-Mr. Chairman, in my 
.'district there were many sheep and 
poultr.y killed and under the old law 
steps were taken against the owners 
of the dogs and $1.00 per dog was 
collected from the owners of same 

• 
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and the people who owned the sheep, 
poultry, etc. were paid for their losses. 
Last year $15.00 over and above the 
amount required was collected and I 
understan'.d that this was sent to the 
Department of Justice at St. John's 
to reim,burse people who might suffer 
such losses in the following year. This 
is sometimes a matter of dispute in 
my district as frequently the losses 
are very small and people feel that 
they should not be taxed more than 
sufficient to pay for immediate losse8 
sustained in any one year. 

.Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had ronsidered the 
matter to them refei-r,..d. had made 
some progress, and aslrEa leave to sit 
again on tomo1 ruw. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and ~ t was ordered that 
the Committe1-) hav:::> l~ave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

:lIR. EJIERSON-Mr. Speaker, be
fore proceeding with the debate on 
the Address in: Reply might I crave 
your indulgence, Sir, to make an ex
planation to a statement made in my 
speec.J:;t of yesterday. I have been re
ported to have stated that "a member 
o! the Civil Service who has been in 
bed for over two years has received 
one thousand dollars and that emigra
tion pays for all." I undersand that 
this statement has been inferentially 
taken to mean :\Ir. H. W. Lel\1essurier, 
the recently retired Deputy l\1inister 
of Customs. 

I do not remember now the exact 
words that I used, and, consequently, 
cannot complain of the report as pub
lished; but I wish to be un'derstood 
that I had no intention to refer to 
that gentleman, nor was his name in 
my mind when I was sp-eaking. The 

gentleman in question has reached 
very advanced years and has given 
forty years of his life in the public, 
service of the country. He is now re
tired almost too late to g1.;t that well 
deserved rest which he is justly en
titled to, and I would be .-ery sorry , 
indeed to have his declining years or 
the eventiUe of his life made unhappy 
by any remark that would be so con
strued. I want, Sir, to be clearly 
understood that there was no such 
intention in my mind, and I hope that 
the daily papers will give the same 
r:ublicity to this explanat:cn as they 
did to my remarks of yesterday. 

Address in ReJlly 

MR.. JIOORE-1\Ir. Speaker, 
your permission, Sir, I ·wish to 
a few observations on the ::.\lotion now 
before the Chair. Before proceeding to 
do so I would like to first tender my 
sincere sympathy to the sufferers in 
the "Viking" disaster and in particular 
to those who lost their breadwinners. 
I would like to congratulate ""he Prime 
l\Iinister, the l\Iinister of Marine and 
Fisheries and the other officials who 
were instrumental in getting relief 
ships to the assistance to the survivors 
of that terrible disaster. 

I would also like to congratulate the 
Prime l\Iinister upon the honour con
ferred upon him and his associates, 
and to both the :\:lover and Seconder 
of the l\'lotion for an Address in Reply. 
The :\lover, especially, in his remarks 
referred to the question of standar1d
ization of certain commodities and in 
making a comparison as to what 
standardization did for certain other 
industries abroad and with what 
should be done with regard to the 
standardization of our fish, referre'd 
to beef packing industries of the 
"United States and Canada. The Hon. 
member for St. l\'lary's could no-: have 
been conversant with the facts. The 
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. ct is thJ.t the meat packing industry 
ra ct··· t d th · . a ....-·orse con n10n o ay an is ·s in .. 1 

fisheries and standardizati{?n has our . 
. e verY little for the meat mdustry. 

(l0:1 • 
\ vone who has handle\d this class of 
.~n. 
goods is aware that canned beef im-

0
•· .. ed into this country last year was 

p • L • • 

fit "'or human consumption, notWlthun. ,_ 
standing rules and regulations con-
cerning standardization in the States. 
That, Sir, shows that standardtzation 
regarding this particular commodity 
is of very little use for the protection 
1.A the trade in this country. 

~Iy personal opinion is that stand
ardization of fish to be effective in 
this country must be strict regarding 
those who catch fish. Anyone who 
ships fish knows the quality of fish 
that is re1uire'd for the different mar
kets abroad, as every market takes a 
different quality, and I question if it 
is possible to get ten men in the coun
try who kinow the qualities of fish and 
\'."ho would be willing to act as in
spectors under any Act that may be 
introduced in this Legislature. 

Fish is exported under different 
brands and every exporter has his 
name branded on every package of 
fish that he ships and knows what is 
the genuine article. Now, Sir, I must 
admit that the member for White Bay 
(::\1r. Stronig) made an excellent speech 
on opening day on the material he had 
to work on, and, in my judgement, 
made the best olf a bad defence. 

The Speech f~om the Throne con
tained nothing for the rank and file of 
the people of this country, and there 
has been so much said in criticism of 
it that there is very little left for me 
to say. 

Regarding the depression that is 
heinig so seriously felt in this country, 
I do not know that it is felt in St. 
John'~ as much as it is felt in Con-

ce,ption Bay, Trinity Bay an'd the West 
Coast; but I know that when the 
Prime Minister of this country broau
casted on a couple of occasions that 
there was little depression here he 
could not have known oif our present 
existing conditions. He could not have 
been aware of the destitution and 
poverty that is so evident in the dif
ferent districts throughout the coun
try. He might have been sincere when 
he made those statements, but he has 
failed miserably to carry out his pro
mises. 

Twenty years ago ninety per cent 
of our exports was fish; today only 
twenty per c·ent is fish and I claim 
that is not as it should be. In calculat
ing the relative values of the various 
industries it is necessary to find out 
how much certain co.mmodities cost 
to produce and what they re,present 
in labour. 

With regard to Bell Island ore, I 
got an answer the other day to a 
question I put to the Finance Minister 
and in Which he stated that we got 
$2.75 per ton in value. Now what does 
that represent to the people of this 
country in labour, I ask? If you will 
go into the details as to what it cost 
in labour to load a steamer on Bell 
Island you will find that it does not 
cost more than a dollar a ton to ex
port ore from Bell Island. 

I have been told that there is no 
necessity of any fm ther expenditure 
for re-railing the railroad to Port aux 
Basques, including the branch lines. 
That is not the case, because there is 
a 'branich line of rail way from Car
bon ear to Grate's Cove and there has 
not been a wheel-barrow full of clay 
·put on it sinice it was built. That part 
of the railroad is in very bad shape, 
a!D.d especially so at t'his particular 
season of the year, and sooner or 

.. 
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later money has to be spent to improve 
it and the sooner the better for the 
safety of the travelling public. 

.Now there are several Commissions 
appointed by the Government, one of 
which is an Agricultural Commission, 
comprising five members of the Gov
ern.men, who are each getting $2,700 
a year and who have been doing no
thing except drawing their salaries. 

I would suggest that the :\linister 
of Finance and Customs, in bringing 
in his Loan Bill, make provision for 
$150,000 for the encouragement of 
Agriculture, and I think it would be 
money well spent. I would suggeGt 
that, without employing any other men 
-we have five already getting paid 
for doirng nothing-that we build rail
way stations on land already owned 
by the Governmeint in centres where 
they grow large quantities of potatoes 
-in Trinity South, they grow some 
there, and in Conception Bay two or 
three, and the potatoes and turnips 
and produce could be stored in these 
and placed in charge of the Agricul
tural Commissioners. Pay the produc
ers $1.50 a barrel for them when they 
first come in, and the balance of their 
value when they are all sold, such as 
is done in the wheat centres in Can
ada. Take men down in Western Bay; 
they grow quite a lot of potatoes and 
they can't sell enough potatoes to buy 
a quintal of fish for the winter. If we 
had these district centres where 
potatoes could be sent and $1.50 paid 
to these men, it would be an encour
agement, and anyone distributing 
potatoes would come to the Agricul
tural Board. Then the potatoes and 
turnips Bill would be in force. I hope 
the :\Iinister orf Finance will concur 
with the Minister of Agriculture and· 
l\Hnes. I know he is ready to fall in 
line. If you get a suggestion that will 
remedy the;se things when you come 

back here next year we expect You 

to have something better. If you don't 
act on the suggestion, then you must 
be prepared to accept the criticisms . 

Regarding the Gander, the industry 
promised last ye.ar in the Sp.eech frolll 
the Throne which stated that a Gander 
proposition would be considered by 
this House and the :\Iinister of Finance 
laist year also promised a Gande!"' 
proposition, and I think the right and 
proper place for a Gander p.ropositioa 
to be considered in before this House. 
I don't see why five, six, seven or 
eight men should take a matter like 
this into their ov.,..n hands. Last Year 

as far as I could learn rrits were P1lt 
on the property owned by the Reids; 
the rea.son for putting them on was 
current around, and it was that Reids 
had not paid their rentals. 

The Prime Minister now says the 
reason the Gander proposition was not 
brought up is because Reicls wanted 
$15,000,000 for themselves. F irst there 
was no deal, secondly writs were p.u 
on because Reids had not paid their 
rentals, and thirdly it was because 
Reids wanted $15,000.000 for the~ 

selves, and that i_s why it did n ot come 
before the House. 

X ow, Sir, I consider 
Gander deal had gone through las 
session we would not have the condi
tions we have to-day. I know four o 
.fiv·e dI1stricts to Bay de Verde and u 
around Trinity Bay where condition 
are disgraceful. Only Monday two 
were in my store, one from our BQ 
another from Mr. Puddester's distric 
We got talking about the distributi 
of the dole; it is disgraceful. Onie m 
a remark to the other, he said "The 
is neither man in our place getti 
it." The other said "In the harb 
where I live there are two men 
getting the dole. Two men! Imagine 
A place that nev-er received a dollar 
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·t has always been a good fishing 
1
t t;on and today eve.ry man is getting .:: a J. , 

~he dole. I asked him why-ask any 
man touaY why it is acce~ted and they 
will tell you ''I am praymg for what 
others are getting; I am praying for 
"·hat they are getting in St John's; 
"·hy should not I get my share; \Vhy 
talk about my barrel o: flour or half 
gallon of molasses?" Twenty years 
ago the same men would not think 
about it, but now it is being handed 
out to everybody, and they want their 
:::hare. Tbey have to pay for what the 
others are getting; they are produc
er.s; the fishermen of this country; 
there are the men who are paying for 

it. 

There are so many Commissions; I 
did not calculate to talk on more than 
one or two; there are so m·any Com
ais~ions th~t have been gone over well 
by different members on this side of 
the House, but there is one of which 
I have a word to say in1 favour. Every 
outrort representative is called in 
some time or other, even before you 
are a representative, so;;nebody talks 
to you about getting som·e one to the 
hospital. but since the employment of 
the Public Health Commission there 
is less trouble, speaking from my own 
experience, and better satisfaction 
than ever before. and it has save'd 
thousands of dollars in the district 
where I live by the appointment of 
c:istrict surgeons who are doing bet
ter work for less money. I say what 
I know. There is some enquiry as to 
why some doctor was getting $2,000 
or $3,000; the doctor now in our dis
trict gets about 25% of what he got 
rears ago and he is doing the same 
work. 

It seems to me that the Prime ~iin
ister has been something like a man 
with a family, and as soon as there 
is a falling out he will say ''That is 
all right; we will have you on a Com-

mission; we will ma.ke a Commission 
and put you on it." To satisfy some
body he is appointed on a Commis
sion; that happened before; it hap
pened right here in this House with 
the same Prime :Minister; somebody 
got a Commission to go out of the 

'country and come back. 

I have belonging to my district-I 
was down there this morning-four or 
five old age pensioners. There is not 
a c~mt for the old age fishermen, 75 to 
80, and I think every other district 
cas them on the waiting list. It is 
ID u c;e sending names in; mine were 
overdrawn, but you can find money 
for the overdraft of every other ac
count but for the old age pensioner, 
for old men who kept this country go
in1g you can't find a dollar for him. 
Now the payments to Hon. Dr. Camp
bell from Commissions of $21,000 
would pay 420 old people that are 
probably starving today and don't 
kno,w where they are going to get 
something to eat. It is a deplorable 
condition to say t'hat we can hand it 
out to men who don't want it, and to 
the man who kept this country going, 
and can no longer do so, we can't give 
anything. 

In reading over an answer to a 
question tabled the other day, I don't 
know what day it was, I read reports 
from the International Power & Paper 
Co. They talk of installing one or two 
other machines, and they require a 
certain amount of paper. On making 
enquiries I find that was 1929 instead 
of 1~30 report; they would require 50 
or 100 per cent more wood. Does that 
m,ean that they are going to make 
appU.cation for a supply from the La
brador? I wonder if that is what will 
happen. 

I read the re~ort fron1 the Economic 
Commission; their findings are now 
before the House. I wonder why it 
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was necessary to bring in sworn 
evidence before a Co::nmission to find 
out what bread could be sold for. I 
saw prices tendered to the Hospital 
and the Sanatorium, and the prices 
\Yere accepted for bread for 41h cents 
a pound while it retailed around town 
for 8 cents. I don't see why they want 
to call in the men who sold flour and 
the men who sold the bread to get 
evidence that bread 1could be produced 
and sold to people for less than 8 cents 
a pound while it wa.s sold to the 
institutions for 41h cents. I don't sup
pose it was given to the Government 
without profit; there is no need of all 
this formality of having evidence as to 
the expense of baking when the bak
ers could sell to the public institutions 
for 41h cents a pound. I think that is 
evidence enough. 

The same Economic Commission 
last year in the month of June had a 
meeting in one of the settlements in 
my district, and they appointed a 
Committee to call and interview the 
Prime Minister. They got word before 
they came in that he did not need 
them and handed them over to the 
E conomic Commission . This Commit
tee was headed by a clergyman who 
was sworn before the Commiss·on as 
he would be in the Supreme Court and 
exa:!llined under oath before a dole 
order would be given. 

Examined for over half an hour. 
The enquiry called him in and a'd
ministered the oath, now I have been 
told that that the enquiry had no 
authority whatsoever rto administer an 
oath. I was told this last year the 
reason given being that it was onl~ a 
police enquiry. Yet this clergyman 
was subjected to a half an hour's 
gruelling examination regarding a 
cheque which he had never seen be
fore in his life. This is the manner in 
which he was treated. 

In my district there are about three 
1-.undred and fifty people who go to 
the Labrador fishery every year. 

Last year between myself and the 
r ·1ember for Bay Roberts we were able 
arrarn~e with the railway and we were 
able to get the steamer away by the 
first of June and the men got there 
in time to prosecute the fishery and 
they did very well. If it wasn't for this 
they would have been on the dole. 
But this year conditions are very dif
ferent. \Ve don't know "\Vhat price 
~almon fishermen are getting or 
what it is selling for. Last year things 
were all right, but people won't go to 
the Labrador again unless the Gov
ernment can do something about salt. 

The Economic Commission ought to 
find what rrice the fish is going to 
sell for and allow so much for ex
penses and fix the price so as to allow 
the fisherman a decent margin. 

Something must be done about 
price of salt even were the Govern
ment to pay the difference of fi fty or 
.sixty cents. It costs about $2.50 or 
$2.6~ per ton of salt. Fishermen can't 
afford to pay more than $2.00. Some
thing should be offered in the way of 
inducement. 

In 1920, however, the Relieving Of
ficer in Carbonear paid out only $471.-
00 and I think that this compares 
favorably with the $15,000 and similar 
amounts paid out in other districts. 

I feel for these people which I have 
represented for years, who in the 
years past have asked no ass istance 
whatsoever from the Governm ent. I 
can only .say I feel deeply fo r them. 
They are too proud to take relief. 
They would rather go h ungry than 
be seen going to the Relief Officers. 
Yes, rather wait till dark an'd go to 
some more fortunate neighbor a nd beg 
a bit to eat. 
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Soinething must be done. There is 
· dticement to go fishing on the no lil 

Labrador for the men of Carbonear. 
Spaniard's Bay or Ba~: Roberts. Other-

. e the conditions \Vlll be worse than 
WIS 

I r haYe ever been seen in New-t 1e) • 

ioundland. 

HO~. I~EAJ)ER Ol' OPPOSITION-
1\Ir. Speaker, I wish to take this op
portunity in addressing the Honorable 
::\tem!Jers of this House to refer to 
the great calamity we have lately suf
fered, the Viking disaster. The Prime 
.:\Iinister moved certain Resolutions of 
snnpathr and condolence to tho;.;-e 
dlrectlY or indirectly concerned in 
that disaster. These Res-0lutions were 
:;econded by me and supported by the 
Hou:::e. I feel sure we are all still 
n;ourning for those who went down 
with the ship and when the full his
ton· is told no doubt many acts of 
bravery will be unfolded, many acts 
of forgetfullness of self and loyalt~

to shipmates and friends, f-0r are not 
.Newfoundland fishermen an'.d sailors 
poted for their disrega: d. I might say 
indifference, to the hazards of the sea. 
What men of other countri·es might 
call the terrors of the deep. I feel sure 
our heartfelt sympathy goes to the in
jurecl. sick and to the others directly 
or indirectly concerned. 

But this is n-0t enough our sympathy 
should take a practical turn and it 
should be our 'duty to see that no 
widows or orphans or dependents suf
fers privation because of this tragic 
disaster. :'.\'lost speakers have given a 
word of congratulation to those who 
helped in any way in which I wish 
to join. 

I would like to extend a word of 
praise to those doctors and nurses 
who at a moments notice immediately 
resr.onderl. I would like to congratu
late Dr. Pater.son particularly, for he. 
though by no means a young man, at 

a half hour·s notice packed his bag 
ari.d set off which would have done 
credit to a much younger man. 

Regarding the reply to the Speech 
from the Throne all my colleagues 
have spoken and they have been 
critical and acquitted themselves in 
a manner which showed deep study 
of the Sneech from the Throne and 
of the general conditions of the coun
try. I am proud of each and every one 
cf them, too proud to single out any 
one of them for praise. They have 
each taken their full part in showing 
up the extravagance of the Govern
n'!ent. 

The Prime :\linister has told of a 
depression in the country which he 
said was only stringency. He has stat
e'd that the accounts in the Savings 
Bank is a sign of the prosperity of 
the country. Kow I think it is more 
a sign of past prosperity than of 
rre~~nt prosperity. It shows that the 
people are afraid to take the ordinary 
risks of trade. that such is their 
opinioru of the Government that they 
dare not support any local industrial 
enterprise. 

I noticed in the Auditor General's 
Eeport the amounts paid to certain 
members of the Government. I re
member in 1928 we were termed blue 
bloods. I think the government mem
bers may now be termed the new rich, 
they have made themselves so. 

As I see· it the third year -of a 
Government's terms is the crucial 
one. It proves whether they have failed 
or been successful and shows whether 
the people will again accept them to 
fill public offices or whether they will 
be hounded out of the position. The 
second year tells how they have n1as
tered their administration of public 
affairs. For it takes the first year for 
the heads of the departments to get 
accustomed to their position. 
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During the second year that the 
Go-vernment is in power the fruit, or, 
perhaps I should say the seed that 
was set com-es above the ground. It 
is not the harvest but the returns 
made by the Government. The third 
year of any government in my opinion 
tells whether the :policies before the 
elections bear fruit and it is on that 
that the Government of the day will 
be judged by the electorate of the 
country. A few weeks ago a Bill was 
introduced into this House to protect 
the people against bogus stock brokers 
and to prevent them from issuing 
false prospectus. Don't you think the 
Prime ::\Iinister issued a false pros
pectus in the fall of 1928 when he, 
by unfair means, got not the money 
of the people of this country but the 
votes of the majority of the people. 

The people look to the Speech from 
the Throne to see the progress that 
the Governme:it has made towards the 
carrying out of its pre-election pro
mises 3,nd policy, and from these pro
mises the people \Vere looking forward 
to rich profits and handsome rewards. 
The annual Speech from the Throne 
is from tbe Government what an an
nual report is from a business cor
po!·ation and should show the people 
what dividends they are to get from. 
pre-election promises and policies. 

Another similie. You, Mr. Speaker, 
in ycur travels must have run against 
what is kno\Yn as the Quack Doctor 
•,\·ho stands on the corner shouting his 
wares and carrying a twelve ounce 
bottle the contents of which he claims 
will cure any ailment. If the first 
bottle don't cu.re you, the second one 
is sure to. 

Some time aigo I was reading an 
::!.: ticle written 'Jy a ht1morous writer 
\Yho was joking about problems of 
medicine and cure. He said that he 
had gone to the trouble of going to 

the Public Library in England and 
tl:at of all the co:nplaints listed there 
was only one that the medicine sold 
by the Quack Doctor could not cure 
and that one was the housemaid's 
knee. Following along the same line 
I thought t!hat the honorable gentle
man who wrote the 1928 manifesto if 
aske'd at a meeting the conten ts of hia 
manLesto he could say that he had 
Ustc:::l therein a specific rem edy fot 
eYery need throughout the country 
and if it was not specifically stated it 
would be covered by the fir st para
graplh of the manifesto. The only ail
ment left uncared for was writers' 
cramp. These patent medicin e cure
alls are, ~Ir. Speaker, in the most 
flowery language .but none of them can 
surpass the Prime Minister's manner 
irr which he clothed his manifesto. 
For comparison, I have culled some 
of the high spots which I will read 
f.or you: 

"~Iy message is one of h o.pe, en· 
thusiasm, work and the success which 
naturally follows when that trinity of 
power is applied for the 
Good." 

".:\1y railway reorganization 
gramme has already saved the coun
try many million 'dollars. With the 
co-operation of the highly 
and loyal railway organization, from 
the general manager down, I believe 
that rail way operations when freed 
from political interference can be so 
directed that the service will no long
er be an annual charge on the tax
payers of the country." 

"Within six months of 
of office a 21h million dollar industry. 
·within a yea,r and a half I can secure 
a million and a !half fo r an entirelJ'j 
new industry." 

;'I can breathe the breath of I 
dustrial life into the Gander territo 
and make it a hive of industry ." 
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,.1 know the :fisheries can be saved 

t he ruin which has been threat
fro:u 

. them and can be made success-emng 
I ·.1 p··ofitable to fishermen as well iu anu • -

t " as merchan s. 

::r know I can revolutionize the food 
problem by Agricultural development, 
particularly in t~e South _and ·west, 
which territory nightly may be called 
tl•e Garden of ~ewfoundland." 

Then as an auguary of the future 
the Right Hon. Gentlema,·1. recounts 
some performances of his past. 

The Humbe'r development, the Petty 
Harbor development, the improved 
Street Car Service in St. John's, Hligh
roacls and Concrete Bridges and in 
fpct anythi:lg that appeared to be 
worth while. Like the Quack DO'ctor 
he says you cannot blame the pre
sc;·iption C the ailmen is not made 
specific. 

Within the first six months he pro
misea to start a two and half million 
dollar i::idustry and within a year and 
a half "I will 1have started an inrlustry 
that would net this country a million 
and a half." When I read this it re
minded me of the old time riddle "If 
a herring and a half cost a penny 1and 
a half how much would one cost." I 
don't take this paragraph any m'ore 
seriously than the riddle in view of 
the pre-election promises made and I 
believe that if the people of the coun
try were asked today whether they 
would take the herring and a half or 
the million and a half they would 
sooner the herring and a half as they 
would feel that they might possibly 
get it. Further on he states that I will 
breathe the breath of life into the 
Gander and make it a hive of industry. 
The word hive reminds me of some
thing that I read a couple of weeks 
ago in the "\Vatchdog." In this article 
tlle Prime :\Iinister was described as 

one who worked night and day with
o~t ceasing and he was termed as a 
self sacrificing and ideal leader. I have 
the habit of epitomizing Wlhat I read 
to the lowest 'Possible terms and I 

have been someti:me trying to think 
of a phrase that would be smitably 
applied to the Prime Minister. 

I first thought of "While others 
sleep he toils upward" but on second 
thought I did not think this suitable 
for the occasion-then I thought of 
"Learn the 1 uxury of ,doing: ·good" but 
was still unsatisfied and kept wander
ing on until I thought of the verse 
about the busy bee which is: 

How doth the little busy bee 
Improve eacih shining hour 

And gather 'honey all the day 
From eYery opening flower. 

I think this verse aptly describes 
the Prime Minister and I portrayed 
him visibly gathering honey as I said 
beforte the word hive brings it back 
to my memory. 

I will again read for your the part 
referring to the fisheries: 

(Reads) 

All I have to say is J,et it be done 
. quickly for after the 2% years that 
the GoV'ernment has been in power 
the fisheries are in a much worse 
state than they ever were. The men 
have been working on the Highroads, 
work which I contend is demoralizing 
the :fisherman. Their boats haYe been 
left drawn up on the beaches and their 
gear ieft to rot while they are earn
~rig $2.50 per day. I always looked up
on the fishery as an honorable means 
cf livelihood but men have forsaken 
tr.at to work on the Highroads. 

Since the Government has come into 
power nothing has been done to im
prove the conditions and I say that 
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there must be something radically 
wrong with it, but still the Prime ~Iin
ister says he can save the fisheries 
and my only wish is that he would 
hurry up and start in. 

I will now refer to the ,part which 
refers to the food problem: 

(Reads) 

The Government have been three 
years at it and on looking through 
the report 0of the Minister of Agricul
ture and l\Iines, a report that takes up 
5 pages we find that only 2 half pages 
are devoted to the food problem. The 
first deals with the blight of the 
potato crop and the second to the fly 
on the turnips. The .hay crop was sup
posed to have been good and that was 
all that was said about it although it 
is as valuable as the seal fishing in
dustry. 

Compared with this my own :\Ian
ifesto appears to be very fiat, insofar 
as promises are concerned. I stated as 
follows: 

"In soliciting your support let me 
say at once that it is not my purpose 
to make any promise impossible of 
fulfillment. If I wanted to deceive 
and delude it would ibe an easy mat
ter to outline an alluring program· 
and make extravagant pledges; but 
that is not my desire, and I am con
tent to pledge myself to undertake 
""ith your co-operation and support, 
not alone to maintain the present 
general prosperity but to make 
every possible effort to increase the 
earning power and improve the 
social conditions of the people." · 

\Vell, Sir, there is just one differ
ence in the Hon. gentleman's l\'Ian
ifesto and mine and that is that I in
tended to carry out my l\Ianifesto to 
the letter, to dot the last i and cross 
the last t. That was my :\Ianifesto and 

I intended carrying it out or I wo 
know the reason why. If you make 
promise you should carry it out. 
who are in business get into that ha 
but it seems that there are many 
never acquired that habit. Look at 
this way, there is the Prime ::.\:1iniste 
~\Janifesto and here is his speech fr 
the Throne three years after. T 
l\lanifesto contains all the promi 
that the ,Hon. gentleman gave to 
people of the country and this, 
Speech from the Throne should be 
fulfillment of these prorni ~es. Wh 
that is not the case the man who ma 
the promises must be insincere. As 
said about this quack medicine bo 
you buy a bottle of this medicine th 
will cure any ailment no matter 
it may be. In this case the major 
of the ~eople of this country bou 
this medicine, the price was their v 
'it was the dearest price that the p 
ple were .ever called upon to pay 
I hope to goodness that they \Vill ne 
have to pay it again. 
(the Prime .Minister's) word and 
failed them. It may seem strange 
if he had carred out his promises, 
would certainly he most delighted. 

I think that our country comes fl 
all the time. We here on the Op 
tion often have little 
among ourselves and we always k 
as our motto, "country first and pa 
second." and I say leader last. I say 
good faith that nothing would give 
greater pleasure than to see the 
mises that were made to the pe 

of this co~ntry in 1928 carried 
If only one half of them were card 
out the country \vould be prosper 
the prosperity would reflect on o 
selves. If you spent $50,000.00 in o 
place and $100,000.00 in another 
spreads all over the country to 
benefit of the people as a whole. 
son1ebody said if you kick a pebble 
your path you move the center 
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.·1,. in the whole universe. If even ura \ l . 
0 dollar were spent it helps so:.:neone 

1 • 1·n ~no th er place in addition to 
bOl) ~ . 
the immediate beneficiary. 

I ,..,·ould like .to follow the simile of 
the quack nrndicine a little further. 
With those quack: medicines you will 
always find testimonials from people 
who have used it. They are the 
guarantee of the efficacy o.f the mix
ture. A little boy of :fi"ve years after 
four doses of the .medicine is almost 
cured and after taking the whole bot
tle is absolutely cured of all his 
trouble, a man writes and a woman 
"'110 perhaps has nervous trouble 
testifies to the wonderful efficacy of 
'the medicine. It is the same thing 
here. The testmonials being the fact 
of carrying out his Manifesto in 1919 
and that being so he would do the 
same in 1928. He tells us about the 
Humber develcp:1rnnt and that he was 
instrumental in putting it there, the 
Petty Harbor r-ower development, the 
improved Street Railway System, the 
Highroads, concrete bridges and 
eYerything worth\\'1hile taking credit 
for. I shall show the falsity of his 
ciaim that he instigated these develop
ments. 

The Humber development was at 
Ule start a great benefit to the people 
of the country, but is is a coincidence 
that in 1922 there were two gentle
men who were opposed to it and they 
were the present Prime Minister and 
the Colonial Secretary, they were bit
terly opposed ·to it in July 1922. In 
some ways I don't bla.me the Hon. 
gentleman because the terms of that 
deal were humiliating but we wanted 
the industry. It was necesary for the 
people of the country but it was un
fortunate Uhat the details were such 
as they were. They set the pace for 
every other company that same or 
Will come into this country seeking 

concessions. The first thing that a 
company wants-it takes the deal as 
its text-they want more if they can 
get it but they certainly won't take 
less. 

I often wondered why a local man if 
he wants to develop a small industry 
with, say, a quarter of a million dol
lars receives no support, he is ham
pered and th warted in every possible 
way. I could tell you stories about 
men who tried to start small indus
tries in this country, but it is the 
foreign strangers who come here and 
talk in millions with the result "hat 
they succeed in getting outr!ageous 
terms. I don't blame the Prime l\1in
ister for being doubtful as to whether 
hf> could accept the terms that were 
proposed. He went across to the 
other side and met these promoters, 
he was out of his environment, I sup
pose, but at any rate they succ·eeded 
in getting over his scruples. He came 
back, and here is wt.ere his political 
shrewdness came in, he asked for a 
mandate from 'the people, and did not 
wait for the fall but had a spring 
election wit:fu.out :giving any details of 
th1e scheme. 

This is the third year of office of 
this Government and lit is the crucial 
year, if there is anything to be done 
it slhould be done this year. The Prime 
l\Iinister took all the credit for the 
last Humber developments but he was 
no more than a vehicle. Other men 
thought out this Humber development, 
it hl1d been talked about for twenty
five year.s. The Hon. gentleman had 
charge o·f legislation, but that 'is the 
extreme length of credit that he can 
claim. 

T!he Petty Harbour power develop
ment-this is not a very pleasant sub
ject, but it is just as well to clear t""ne 
atmosphere. If I make claims I want 
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to substantiate them. In 1921, I think 
·that was the year, I am not quite sure, 
I am speakirug from memory, we had 
the Reid ~ewfoundlan'd Company and 
it •comprised the Ilight and Power 
Company in addition to the Railway, 
Dockyards and Mines & Forests all 
in one. They were all centered in the 
same whirlpool, if one suffered a loss 
t..lie other would show a correspond
ing gain. The Reids were farseeing 
people at that time and they not only 
engaged local counsel but also engag
ed outsd'de counsel as well. The Rail
waiy was getting worse and they de
cided to segregate the different com
panies. They decided to start the 
Light and Power Compiany a.s a 
separate enterprise and have the Rail
way dock known as the Dockyards 
Ltd., and they incorporated :\lines & 
Forests to take care of all their free
hold lands, and the bone-the Railway, 
after they had stripped ·all the flesh 
off the bone, that is, the Light and 
Power, the Dockyards, etc., they left 
the bone, tJhe raiilway- we were told 
that we could have the Railway if we 
v.-anted it. I don't see how anybody 
can claim credit for the Street Rail
way in view of the fact and if he were 
looking !after ·our interests he should 
have seen what was going on. I don't 
blame him, however, for being a bit 
shortsighted, but he should never 
have allowed them to segregate their 
activities. The Light and Power Com
pany is now worth a million and a 
half dollars, I guess that it was worth 
a million dollars then. :\lines & Forest3 

brings us back to the Gander. If we 
were to make a deal as we should 
have, the hon. gentleman never should 
have allowed them to segregate their 
activities, if this lhad not been per
mitted we would now oe masters of 
the whole situation instead of Mr. 
Alan S. Butler. Unfortunately the 
timber areas thiat the Government 
have placed writs on are of no value 

as a manufacturing enterprise ·without 
the waterpower that gJes with the 
freehold. They should .haye never 
been segregated and he boasts ahout 
it, if he had not boasted about it it 
would have never been mentioned in 
this House. 

Now a few words about .the Speech 
from the Throne. 

Why does not t!he Goverru~rnnt admtt 
Vle have depression and lots of itf 
Everybody knows it does e~ist and it 
must be tantallizing in the last de.gree 
to people who are actually feeling the 
pin·ch of want to see b~~, zoned forth 
in the Goyernment organs that there 
is no depression. We who are in bus• 
in·ess in the oountry and in constant 
touch with the people of the count ry 
know that it is so, and as I have said, 
so cio those people themselves. 

T;hen there is a paragraph in 
Speech from the Throne dealing wtith 
minerals, etc., wihich would look much 
better in the Budget Speech of the 
Hon. the }Iinister of Finance and Cus
toms. Then there is something 1about 
the Empire l\Iarketin Board, and 88 
the Hon. the Prime l\Hnist€r and tht: 
Minister of Maiiine arid Fisheries a 
pear to be taking a genuine interest: 
in it, I do sincerely hope that soone 
good will come out of it. Then it goes 
on to say that the re-railing of th• 
Railroad has been completed. That 
indeed (a blessing, but as the work w 
commenced under the Monr oe Ad: 
ministration, to them the credit is du 
Then it mentions the Prime l\finistet 
having met the Prime ::\'Iinisters of t 
other Dominions at the Imperial Con 
ference. It must have 1been a most in 
teresting experience, to meet tho 
men face to face. One con:versati 
like tlhat is worth fifty l etters, and 
am sure, should the occasion ev 
arise the Right Hon. gentleman woul 
show the benefits he has derived fr 
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the Conference. I see, too, the Hotel 
. for sale. \'\tell, I hope they get a 
~5()0.d iprice for it. That's not the 
Government's fiault. It was built at a 
ume when high hopes for the count.ry 

·e entertained in the Tourist we1 
Traffic. 

The general depression all over the 
world has blasted these hopes for the 

resent at least, but I do think the 
;hing will eventually be a paying pro
position. It's all very well to say it 
was only 1built for the rich. In that 
case the 'hotels in America are only 
for the r~ch, too. It was built for !any
one who cared to go there. In any 
event there must be more rich men on 
the other side of the House now, than 
on this side side, after all the money 
they've got. 

Sow, l\Ir. Speaker, I propose saying 
a few words a.bout that peculiar bird 
c.alled the Gander. I should like first 
of all to go back to the Humber deal. 
Thlat was a propo-sition in which I 
always took the keenest interest. I 
happened to know the manager at the 
time intimately, I had gone to the 
same school as he had, an'd ::.\Ir. 
Alexander often used to confide his 
trials and tribulations to me at fue 
time. That en<terprise wa:s undertaken 
with two gll'arantees. The British 
Treasury had guaranteed £2,000,000 
and the Xewfoundland Government 
$10,000,000, making a total of $20,000,-
000. 

I want to say now that I have no 
objection to guarantees of this nature 
as long as they are sound. Those were 
certainly justified at the ttme in order 
to get the business on its feet, and I 
am of the opinion that if Armstrong 
Whitworth had not been so ex
travagant it would have been a paying 
Proposition. The main source of all 
the trouble was that they tried to 
Push ahead the construction too rapid-

• 

ly. It is like a steamer whose ordin!ary 
rate of speed is ten miles an hour 
and ''"hen the speed is increased by a 
couple of miles an hour it puts its 
coal consumption up by 100%. And 
that is what they tried to do and when 
they did so, they found themselves 
runnin.g into all sorts of snag.s and 
additional expenses-

The townsite construction was ian 
additional source of expense, and all 
told, it cost over $43,000,000 to com
plete instead of $20,000,000 as original
ly planned. The Anmstrong vVhitworth 
ruined the enterprise but they pai~ the 
price. That was the Humber deal. It 
struggled along as best it C·ould until 
1927, th~m they had to tell the Gov
e-rnment that they could not meet their 
bond interest. There must have been 
a panic in Government circles at the 
time, as the thing was so totally unex
pected. The Government got busy, 
they succeed-ed in getting time from 
the banks, and tfuen we came into con
tact with the International Power and 
Paper Company for the first time. 

Before this, but after the Humber 
Deal had gone through the Reids had 
started work on the Gander. In 1924 
tiliey had o.btained a charter from the 
Government empowering theim to treat 
with prospective customers -for a pap
er mill. It was discovered also at the 
time that a 200 ton a day mill was not 
an economically sound proposition. In 
or'der to m.eet the competition and 
pri1ces of the day a 400 ton ~ day mill 
was necessary. And then the Humber 
deal collapsed and the International 
Power & Paper come on the scene, 
ber deal they wanted the legislature 
Government. In addition to the Hum
ber deal they wanted the legislature 
to griant them rights in connection 
with the Gander Valley. At the time 
they really seemed more anrious about 
acquiring rights on the Gan'der than 
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on the Humber, but after the deal was 
consummated, they cooled off. 

;\IeanT\vhile the Reids were carrying 
on negotiations in New York, but they 
were told by authorities there that 
there was not enough timber on the 
Gander for -a 400 ton mill and not 
enough waterpower. However, forest
ry experts and hydraulic engine€rs 
were sent down and surveyed the 
territory, and they saiid there was 
enough timber and enough water 
power. Then the International fell 
down on their promises an'd said that 
they had never considered putting a 
mill on the Gander. 

At this juncture I want to give cre
dit to the Reids. I hold no brief for 
the Reids. They have pulled off some 
bad tricks here at some times. and 
perhaps but for many of their deal
ings, politics in Xewfoundland would 
be at a higher stan'dard. But it must 
be remembered in this connection that 
if politicians are wiUing to accept 
graft from corporations, the corpora
tion1s are ·Willing to pay, but at their 
own price. 

I 

So I say it is very largely in the 
hands of politicians, if corporations 
are good or bad. But as I was saying 
it i<:\ only right to give the Reids cre
dit where it is due. At this time they 
could have sold all their rights on 
the Gander to the International and 
at a very good price indeed, but they 
had set their minds on getting a mill 
on the Gan'der, and they held out and 
for that we must give them credit. 

Xef!oti!ltions then ceased between 
the Reids and the government. but the 
Reids continued to try and get the 
deal through in the "Cnited States and 
in Canada. It is then that the Hearst 
interests first appeared on the scene. 
Jn 1928 Hearst fell out with the In
ternational Power & Paper Company. 

The International had fallen down 011 
sc-rne contract with him, it had refused 
to deliver its orders, and Hears t waa 
afraid at the time that he would not 
be able to issue his papers. As over 
: 000 "-o!:s of newsprint a day is u sed by 
Hearst interests, it can be seen what 
the action of the International in re
fusirng delivery to them meant. There 
were v'arious lawsuits at the time, and 
at the time the Reids approached 
Hearst with a suggestion of erecting 
a mill on the Ga.nder. The Chicag~ 
Tribune and several other papen; own 
their own paver mills and it waa 
pointed out to Hearst that he waa 
back\var'd in not trying to obtain con· 
trol of his own paper supply. He said 
that a 400 ton a day mill would be 
absolutely no good to him. He wanted' 
a thousand ton a day mill or no thing. 
so that settled that for the time. 

Three months later the 
decision was handed down and th 
country obtained control of enormoulf 
timber areas. That set the Reida
thinking that if they ha'd sufficient 
water power the Government might 
give them timber rights on the Labra
dor sufficient to keep a thousand toa 
rrlill in operation. Experts were g 
down, and by tapping other streame, 
they got a greater head, and it w 
found that sufficient power to opera 
a thousand ton mill could easily 
developed. They sent for hydr 
electric engineers and they develope 
their tests a.no had them confi r med. 

Therefore, the scheme 
for a huge newspaper n1ill with 

an 
Prime :Minister said was 
revolutionize the whole 
section of this country. 

going 
in dust 

During the fall of 1929 
l\Iinister was in the United States 
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Canada at the time-we followed his 
·eroents closely-it leaked out that 

nlO' 
there was a possibility of the Gander. 
Hons. Dr. Barnes and Mr. Halfyard 
were either sent for or because they 
were there at the time were asked to 
join ,and participate in the interviews, 
as these gentlemen returned here in 
the late fall and certain things leaked 
out whether intended for publication 
or not, but at any rate there was a 
serious possibility of a Gander deal 
being put through, and we members 
of this House were accordingly of the 
s~me opinion. 

In January, 1930, the Prime Minis
ter. Sir \\"'"illiam Coaker and the Fi
nance Minister met the Hearst and 
Reid groups at New York, and, I sup
pose got down to a worth while dis
cussion as to the possibilities of a mill 
on the Gander River. The Finance 
l\1inister returned and made no secret 
of the fact that our financial troubles 
were ffrer and that there would be a 
mill erected on the Gander. He said 
that nothing more would have to be 
done than to sign on a dotted line and 
that there would be a big Gander 
pr0position go through, and that there 
would be work and plenty for all. We 
were told in this House by the finan
cial expert of the government of the 
benefits that would accrue from this 
deal. Still there is nothing done in 
relation to the Gander deal. 

N'ow, it must be remembered that at 
that time Sir William Coaker was in 
Jamaica and was not wedded to the 
Gander Deal. He had met Mr. De
Champlain who advised him that he 
could sell the Labrador areas for one 
hundred million dollars and Sir 
William Coaker was convinced that 
it would be better for us to sBll at 
that price and wipe out our national 
debt. reduce taxation a11 round for 
the people of this country and that we 
would be a happy country to live in. 

Sir \Villiam Coaker knows differently 
now. He knows that .:.\Ir. DeChamplain 
could not sell a square mile of land 
-much less a hundred million dollars 
worth. 

Sir Richard Squires was then in 
Ne-\Y York and the next comforting 
news we heard was in a paragraph 
from the Speech from the Throne and 
in which the Prime l\Iinister interpos
ed other matters in connection with 
industrial development. Here is what 
it says: 

"In January last my Prime Min
ister and two other members of 
my Ministry met in New York for 
a conference with representatives 
of large water-power and timber 
holders in the Gander Valley and 
neighbourhood. Many propositions 
and counter-propositions have been 
made and discussed. l\.1y ministers 
are hopeful that the result of the 
timber and water-power discussions 
will result in a large pulp and 
paper development in connection 
with what is known as the Gander 
areas." 

That was good news to everyone of 
you members of the government who 
were just as anxious as we were to 
have a Gander deal at last; and above 
all the Prime l\'Iinister was going to 
carry out one of his pre-election 
pledges-a promise that he never knew 
how he was going to carry out. Then 
for a time there was silence and the 
member for Burin East asked some 
questions in the House and which 
necessitated the tabling of the follow
ing correspondence: 

(Reads from Hansard.) 

That letter was dated Many 22nd 
and without losing any time the Reid 
group replied on :\lay 28th as follows: 

(Reads from Hansard). 
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Xow we have never heard of any
thing happening after that, although 
fourteen days earlier the goyernment 
issued a writ on the property. Now 
those letters speak for themselves. 
Bat there is not the slightest doubt 
that the Reids and associates were 
r aady and willing and promised the 
tcr:ns of the agreement; but it takes 
two parties to make a bargain just 
as it takes two to make a quarrel, and 
if you cannot get the man on the 
other side to discuss business with 
you everything goes wrongly. 

Kow that is what exactly happened 
in this case. During the remainder of 
last year's session of the House we 
were asking questions off and on 
concerning the Gander proposition 
and the Prime Minister told us that 
he '\Vas doing his utmost, and, that, 
very unfortunately, very little pro
gress was made and very unsatisfac
tory replies were received. The .l-l0u~e 
prorogued and nothing of any con
sequence happened until sometime in 
September last. Several gentlem0n 
came down here representing the 
Hearst interests, the Canadian Power 
and Pa ner Company and the Reids 
and I will read to you what those dif
ferent representative gentlemen had 
to say with regard to the G•'.lnder 
pronosition as quoted in the city press, 
as follows: 

"By S.S. Fort St. George this morn
ing l\Iessrs. R. G. Reid, and C. O'~. 

Conroy, Solicitor of the R~id New
foundland Company, returned from 
Halifax accompanied by Mr. Frank 
\V. Clarke, Vice-President of the Can
ada Power and J?laper Corporation, 
and of the Anglo-Cana.dian Pulp and 
Paper l\iills, Limited, 1'Iessrs. D. E. 
Towns and J. D. Coffin, represent
atives of the Hearst organization who 
were parties in the r~cent negotiations 
in respect of a newsprint mill in Ke\v
foundland, and ~Tr. \\Tilbert H. Hor-

ward, K. C., legal representative of th 
Hearst organization and of the Can• 
ada Power and Paper Corporation. 

"}Ir. Frank W. Clarke, vice-pr esiden 
of Canada Power and Paper Corpora 
tion had recently concluded arrang 
ments with the Hearst interests-th 
largest consumers of newsprint in th 
worl'd-involving the acquisit ion b 
the Hearst organization of a stock in
terest in Canada Power which 

' 
turn, acquires a substantial interesC 
in Dominion Xewsprint Companf'j 
Limited. the subsidiary compan 
,~-hich has been negotiating on ibehalt 
o~ the Hearst organization, for the 
acquisition of water power r ights anolf 
timiber limits in Newfoundland 
adequate for the requirements of " 
large pa-r:-er mill. 

'
1}Ir. D. E. TO\Yn and Mr. J. D . Co 

the representatives of the Hearst Of": 

gauization who were charged with th 
task of handling the recent negotia
tions in respect to a paper mill pr~ 
ject in Xewfoundland were intervie 
ed in relating to tbe statement issu 
bu "'Tr. Frank W. Clarke, vice- presiden. 
of Canada Power an'd Paper Corpora: 

~cauired an interest in 
Newsprint. Company, Limited, upon ~ 
·basis which involves among othe 
thip~~. the acquisition by the Hears('. 
organization of a stock interes t 
Canada Power and Paper Corporation 
l\ Pith er l\Ir. Town nor l\Ir. Coffin woul 
discuss the situation but stated th 
insofar as it related to the Hearst o 
gqriization, l\Ir. Clarke's 
was correct. 

"Mr. Wilbert H. Howar d, K.C., o 
tbP 1"T<T firm of Brown. Montgomefl 
and l\1cl\:Iichael. :\iontreal , has a rriv 
in St. John's in comnany with 
nresentath-e~ of the Hearst organd 
tinn and of Canada Power an'd Pa 
Corporation and is understood t o ha 
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inter-riewed me:nbers of the Govern-
111ent in rel:ition to a paper mill now 
project in Xewfoundland. :\Ir. Howard 
stated that he h3.d acted as legal ad
viser to both parties durin•g the ne
gotiations leading up to the union of 
interests just announ-ced between the 
Hearst org~nization an'd Canada Pow
er, and had ac'.::ompanied his clients 
tere for the purpose of giving the gov
ernment the relevant facts reg13.rding 
this newly constituted alliance. 

"The visiting representatives will re
main in the city until Saturday. They 
have come with a practical prol)osi
tion, which it is understood, will in
clude the securing of conside~able 
of timber land in Labrador in order 
to enable them to operate a mill of 
sufficient '":1.pacity to meet their re
quirements. 

''The frsion of interests of the 
Hearst organization with Canada 
Power. which has acquired substantial 
interests in the Dominion Newsprint 
Company, the subsidiary company 

. with w"1ich the Relds were negoti~t
ing last year, and the presence here 
of representatives prominently associ
ated "'ith the different interests give 
a significance to the negotiations far 
greater than at any previous time, and 
the results will be a waited by the 
public ·with the deepest interest." 

Now we do not mind what the 
Canadian interests say because they 
were familiar with the Reids, but, 
with your permission, Sir, I sh'all read 
the correspondence to the House: 

This Canadian news corporation 
was operating and it was the explana
tion that there was no nigger in the 
wood pile so far as this company 
was concerned. This gentle!Il1an was 
asked to come down and explain the 
terms under which the Hearst and the 
Canadian Power and Paper Company 

came together. The Canadian News
print was no more than an operating 
company. If Armstrongs had put 
themselves into the hands of practical 
newspaper manufacturers they would 
never have failed. Listen to what our 
people say: 

(Reads) 

Interviewed shortly after landing 
by a representative of the Telegram, 
l\Ir. Conroy said that the purpose of 
the visit of the Hearst and other 
Xewsprint representatives was to re
vive negotiations which, it was hoped 
ntight lead to the establishment of a 
newsprint mill on the Ganner. He said 
that they were prepared to consider 
modified terms to those discussed last 
year, wb.en the Government were ap
proached to approve of a project 
whereby a mill would be operated at 
Indian Bay by water obtained from 
the Gander River, and supplied with 
timber from th-e Gander property, 
supplemented with other supplies 
from Labrador. 

That is all that could he got in view 
of the fact that these men had come 
all this way, every one of them of im
rortance in the financial world. All 
ou·r repr·esentatives say is "The less 
said about it the better." Perhaps 
some of our friends across the way 
would like to say the same today. 

From then on, after those gentle
men-I am speaking as an outsider, 
one who has got to pick up what he 
can of interest in these matters, so 
far as the country is concerned, the 
next thing we hear of are lawsuits 
for damages, counter suits and all 

. that sort of thing. These are bound 
to be expensive to the people of this 
country, because we always find that 
whosoever goes short the lawyer 
usually collects his fee. 

February 1931, l\Ir. Alan Butler ap
peaTs on the scene. He had been in 
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the background from the beginning. 
He had nothing to do in connection 
with the negotiations between the 
Hearsts and the Reids. He was a very 
important factor in the matter be
cause he had put up a lot of money 
$1,700,000. We take his word for that, 
but he had nothing to do with the 
negotiations. When he saw the 
hampering tactics of the present 
government he naturally got disgust
ed. He went after his money. He is a 
weal thy man; I can only tell you 
from hearsay, but I understand even 
wealthy men find themselves hard 
pressed at times; he was, as he ap
pears to be from the- tone of his let
ter; he wanted some of his mon ev 
pretty badly. In this memorandum-I 
shall not read it because all of you 
have read it before-the gist of it is 
this; if the Government wants to 
save the Gander he wants them to 
guarantee bonds to the extent of 
$875,000; those will be repaid when 
the Gander is sold and carry interer.t 
of seven per cent; the Government, 
for their accommodation, will get two 
per cent, the difference between wh!1t 
they borrow the money for and what 
they will get. 

Another stipulation was that the 
Government should remove the pres
ent writs. It does not look well to 
have the writs on a prooerty if you 
want to sell it. I am quite sure that all 
of you will understand that if I want 
to sell a property if there is a writ 
on it there is little chance of selling 
it. It is only for that that they ask to 
have the writs ·removed. The1re was 
another request-to have the Gander 
charter extended to give them a worth 
while time to negotiate with capital
ists either in England, the United 
States or Canada and to try and get 
them to take over that project. Here 
icz a protecting clause: 

(Reads from memo.) 

Now, what Mr. Butler wanted w-aa 
the Government to guarantee bondtt 
or cash, I don't know which, to the 
value of $875,000 and he, on his Part, 
would see that the Gander proposition 
was held for the benefit of the people 
of Newfoundland. I think t~e Govern
ment are rather unfortunate in their 
reply; they questioned the letter• 

' questioned their title to the leasehold 
rroperties. That evidently aroused the 
ire of friend Butler be~ause he writi!s 

(Reads Butler's Letter) 

So now, the Gander seems very far 
off, and not only have we lost the 
Gander for a time, but we a re involved 
iu a lawsuit, and many thousands Of 
dollars that will cost before it is con 
eluded. I am not going to say a wor 
as to whether the government shoul 
have tr.eated with Mr. Butler or no 
They have landed themselves in 
pretty mess, and it is their busine 
to get out of it in the best way the 
are able. 

There is another side, of course, 
every story, improbable at that oth 
~ide may be, and we have been to 
that the Hearsts were never in ea 
est, that they were pulling what 
might call a metaphorical leg of t 
Reid interests so that they coul 
make a favorable contract with so 
IJE'Ople in Canada. We have no e 
drnce to prove that; we do not kno 
that. When the Reids could have so 
they refused to do so. \\~y were th 
so eager? Why should they ha 
bothered coming 
not in earnest? 

This is where I blame the P 
Minister more than in any other 
Even if he were suspicious he sho 
never have dared to a llow his 
i;:icions to hamper negotiations 
the Hearsts and the Reids. It was 
big a risk to take on the strength 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 183 

suspicion. Hearsts never 
a mere 11" 

t him and said "we are pu 1ng 
,.~~18 , 0

1 g-" He had nothing but his 
Re1ds e · . 

uicion; it may be that his own sus_ . 
.. n ~-as no more than a susp1-

C'l' splClO 
··: To think that he has wrecked 
cwn. h. ·1 . . ~ect simply because of is ev1 
t]US pl OJ 

. d so to speak. nan • 
:\.nother question is that there was 
- concrete off er to put up to the 

r.o I . 1. 
nment I think v1sua ize peo-Gover · 

pie who are handling hundreds of 
millions of dollars every day. I once 
interviewed a man worth about 
$l50.000,000. r had to make arrange-

ts with his secretary three months men 
· ahead before he would see me. Every 

ciar was filled in. Probably he did not 
\'10rk more than four hours a day, but 
l.e would not work one minute more 
than four hours. If you wanted to 
see him it took time. It took three 
months before I could see him. I did 
not wait three months in his outside 
office. I made arrangements with his 
sPcretary; he was there on the dot 
when I got there. Reids came to 
Eearsts and said: "Look, we were 
talking about a business proposition 
some months ago; we have got it now. 
We have 400 tons of paper a day in 
:'\ewfoundland; we are hopeful, in fact 
we are going to get the balance of the 
timber from Labrador from the New
foundland Government. The boundary 
decision has just been given. We 
cave spoken to the Government about 
it in an indirect way." And Hearsts 
Iray have said, "Well, when you have 
a concrete proposition to put up to us, 
then we will talk business; but we 
have no time to talk of a venture, or 
possibilities, of probabilities, of any
thing of that sort. Come with a con
C!"ete deal and we will consider it." 
They even went further. They indi
cated their intention that they were 
going to do their very best to carry 
it out if the Government would bring 
h'gislation that would justify their 

g0ing to their wealthy associates ask
ing them to make financial contribu
tions towards their bonds. And I can 
only say over again if Hearsts were 
bluffing it was the Government's duty · 
to call their bluff, and go to the very 
end of it, so that the Prime ::.\Iinister 
and his associates, those who have 
bt:en so opposed to the deal, would be 
able to say to the country, "We did 
our best, and Hearst failed," and they 
cc.1n't say this today because they nev
er tried Hearst out. Just to show you 
tl-iat this Hearst deal is not dead, I 
tave got a clipping here I have taken 
from a Canadian newspaper. It is 
called the Paper Trade Journal. There 
are two interesting parapraphs in that 
that I believe well worth the atten
tion of the honorable mem'bers. I 
shall not read the whole of it, but 
Just two paragraphs which relate to 
Xewfoundland. (1reads): 

Extract from Annual Review and Con
vention :Xumber Paper Trade Jour· 
nal, February 19, 1931. 

On the mainland of Labrador, the 
Xewfoundland Government claims that 
at the very least there are some 30,-
000 square miles of pulpwood. The 
quality is represented to be the best. 
It is very largely spruce, and gener
ally of the black variety, that has 
proven its admirable quality for paper 
making. Of the balance perhaps about 
ore-tenth is represented by fir and 
spruce. 

)Jow, as Newfoundland is becoming 
a formidable competitor o.f Canada in 
the American market, and as its mills 
have been running steadily at 1.00o/o 
of rated capacity as compared with 
a bout 60 % for the mills in Canada, 
it will be seen that Canada Power and 
Paper Company's· alliance with the 
lTearst interests in Newfoundland's 
newsprint development has added an
other puzzling complication to the 
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many complications attending the pro
posed supermerger of Canadian news
print organizations . 

This is dated February 19, 1931; 
they are even writing about this pro
position in Canada today. 

At 6.15 the Speaker left the Chair. 

_.u 8.15 the Speaker resumed the 
Chair. 

HOY. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:X .
l\Ir. Speaker, when I ceased speaking 
at 6.30 I had to the best of my ability 
and memory reconstructed the case 
0f the Gander proposal and perhaps 
"\Yithout going into anv unnecessary 
detail it might be just as well for me 
to review the principal links in the 
chain from 1923 when the Humber 
L'eal was put through until 1930 when 
the Reids and Hearsts negotiated with 
the Government for a revised Gander 
charter. When the Reids learned that 
under modern conditions a 200-ton a 
day mill would be uneconomical, in 
order to increase capacity to as to 
olltain a 400-ton a day mill, they had 
to expend a lot of money in buying 
up a number of leasehold timber 
areas and finally they succeeded in 
getting enough to make a 400-ton a 
day mill feasible. Then in 1927 came 
t!ie collapse of the Armstrong With
vrorth Co., and their announcement 
they were unable to meet their bond 
obligations. This caused a consider-
2 ble furore at the time and marks the 
entrance of the International Power 
& Paper Company into this country. 

The International group professed 
to be interested in the building of a 
mill on the Gander River. For busi
ness purposes they segregated their 
activities in Newfoundland from the 
})arent organization by becoming in
Ct1rporated under the name of the In
ternational Power & Paper Co., Ltd. 
The Reids discussed the Gander pro-

position with the International and 
did their best to put through a deal 
that would be beneficial to ~ ewfound
land as well as themselves. The best 
experts in the world and the best 
h~:-dro-electric engineers admitted that 
the power and timber were there. The 
International baulked at the idea of 
building a mill and said that they had 
never promised to erect one on the 
Gander. 

This, as I said before, was the t ime 
when the Reids could have sold their 
timber areas to the International for 
=-t remunerative price, and we should 
always bear this fact in mind when 
discussing this project. They had set 
their minds on a mill on the Gan der 
2nd did all in their power to bring it 
about. Then came the falling out be
tween the Hearsts interests and the 
International. The Reids then went 
tc the United States and Canada in 
search of a group willing to interest 
themselves in a 400-ton mill. Among 
others they discussed the matter with 
v; as the Hearsts interests, whose reply 
was that a 400-ton mill would not meet 
their requirements but that they would 
be willing to discuss the possibilities 
of a mill of 1000 tons. Just at t his 
time the Labrador Boundary decision 
was handed down by the Privy Coun
cil, resulting in Newfoundland getting 
control of the huge reserv·es of Labra
dor timber. It was then that it oc
curred to the Reid group that they 
might supply the deficiency between 
1000 and 400 tons by getting the dif
ference from Labrador. 

Knowing the Hearst interests in a 
mill of this size they again approach
tbese parties. Reids could only speak 
in a tentative way. They had no 
promise from our Government. 
Hearsts indicated their interest but 
&tated, "if you want to discuss details 
you must be able to talk facts and 
figures, not tentative plans." · 
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During January 1930 a meeting took 
place in New York. Those present 
"ere our Prime !.\1inister, Sir "\\"'m. 
coalrnr and the :Minister of Finance 
~;nd Customs, together with Hearst 
~nd Reid representatives. Seemingly 
the several interviews were satisfac
tory. so much so that the building of 
a mill on the Gander was almost as
!:nred. The Finance :Minister, in par
ticular, seemed to be convinced that 
a splendid deal had been put through. 
He could see possibilities of not only 
balancing his budget, but of creating 
a reserve fund. He appeared to be 
tighly jubilant. 

At that time it will be remembered 
Sir \Villiam Coaker left New York for 
Jamaica. and he was not altogether 
wedded to the scheme; he had other 
p!ans. His idea was to sell the La
brador for a hundred million dollars 
and he thought l\1r. J. de Champlain 
was the man to do it Then came the 
Speech from the Throne in 1930, of a 
very encouraging nature, which read 
as follows:-

"In January last, my Prime :Minister 
and two other members of my Minis
try met in ~ew York for a conference 
with representatives of large water
power and timber holders in the Gan
der Valley and neighborhood. Many 
propositions and counter-propositions 
have been made and discussed. l\1y 
~Iinisters are hopeful that the result 
of the timber and water-power dis
cussions will result in a large pulp and 
paper development in connection with 
what is known as the Gander areas." 

I have already mentioned that the 
Hearst-Reid interests wanted their 
timber in one area. At one time I 
thought they were going to take only 
tH-bits of the Labrador, but we have 
~ince learned that they are taking it 
all in one block.. I might say that the 
title of the government to the timber 

areas on the Labrador is correct and 
• that the. unanimous decision of the 

Supreme Court has been in favor of 
the Government, so that there is 
nothing to hinder the Reid-Hearst in
terests from getting the one block of 
timber area where it suited them and 
that was on the most southern part of 
Labrador. With the Government right 
to these lands confirmed by the Su
preme Court, the matter of financing 
has given the great majority of the 
people of Newfoundland some doubt, 
but I think that the following memor
t' ndum sent to the Government and 
Re ids will set their minds at res: t 

"\Vhen this matter was first b!ought 
to the attention of the Government, a 
c~efinite area in Labrador was indi
cated as being most suitable for the 
Company's operation. Since that time 
it has developed that the title of the 
Colony to the area in question is dis
puted by persons claiming to be the 
licensees thereof. The Company still 
cesires to make its selection from this 
area but in, case the title of the Gov
ernment thereto is not maintained, an 
alternative area is indicated in the 
accompanying memorandum as the 
Company's second choice. Request is 
accordingly made that the area first 
indicated be made available to the 
Company subject to its right, in the 
event that the Government's title 
thereto is not confirmed, to use the al
ternative area." 

Here we come to the question of 
bonds, and it is worth bearing in mind 
that we are asked to guarantee second 
m.ortgage bonds for a term of fifteen 
years. whereas the first mortgage 
bonds would not expire for fifteen 
years later. We have heard a con
srnerable amount of criticism and talk 
about what the Reids are making out 
of this proposition. Now I have no 
brief for the Re ids because, in many 
instances they have given this country 
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a raw deal in the past, and they have 
done a great deal to lower the poli
tical standard of the country. But, 
after all, politicians make corporations 
what they are. If politicians want 
nothing from corporations except what 
they can get for the country, then the 
chances are the corporations will act 
squarely; but if the politicians are out 
for graft for themselves by lending 
their support in getting bills through 
this Legislature, then they are play
ing into the hands of corporations. \Ve 
have the A.X.D. Company in this 
c0untry, but I think we will all agree 
that they have acted fairly and square
ly. l\Iaybe they have driven hard bar
p;ains at times, but ever since the Bond 
ministry put through that pulp and 
paper deal many years ago that com
pany has lived up to its agreement 
\. ith the Government of this country. 
Xow the Reids, according to the let
ter that Mr. Conroy wrote-and we 
have no reason to disbelieve him
were to get exactly what they were 
out of pocket on this Gander propo
sition. 

You can be sure that before the 
Reids are paid their out-of-pocket ex
penses that the trustees for the Bond 
holders will see to it that they get not 
once cent more than they are entitled 
to get. Further the equity of both 
Hearsts and Reids will be represented 
by shares participating in the profits 
after the Bond requirements have been 
satisfied. Xow we come to the con
tract or counter guarantee, and it con
tains nothing new to us. We have the 
Xorthcliffe press guaranteeing the A. 
X.D. Co. bonds-and their standing is 
unquestionable. In the present in
stance we shall have the Hearst Con
tract which will give equally sound 
s ecurity. There is no possible chance 
c•f the bondholders losing their money 
as long as the mill lasts. 

The three cardinal principles of this 
a greement are. first, the Gander char-

ter changed to accomodate a lGO'l-t 
per day mill; secondly, wood rese 
on the Labrador sufficient to supp 
a 1000-ton per day mill for which 
are to receive a handsome rental 
royalty; thirdly, the guarantee of 
millions of 15 years debentures. 
timid soul, not used to dealing wt 
large amounts might easily be frigh 
ened, but it is easier for a weal 
firm to guarantee fifty " millions an 
\v ith less risks than it is for a POO 
man to guarantee $5.00. 

This is the document that was lai 
on the table of the House a few da 
ago by the Right Hon. the Prime M 
ister. 

(Reads) 

Now the success of the 
so far as we are concerned hinges 
the firm contract for the output 
the mill. That, in business circles, 
equivalent to a counter-guaran 
The X orthcliff e Press guarantees 
A.X.D. Co's. bonds in this way at t 
12st bond issue. 

"Subject to the 
cation by the Government and sub 
to confirmation of the representati 
which have been made "in respect 
the potentialities of this project, whl 
representations are as summarily ou 
lined above, the Hearst organiza 
has expressed its willingness to m 
a serious and 'bona fide effort to a 
range for the sale of the Com pa 
bonds, debentures and preferen 
shares in such amounts and upon su 
terms and conditions as will p 
duce the funds required to bring 
mill into successful operation. 
efforts in this direction will be p 
dicated on the basis that, if succe 
ful, the Hearst organization 
forthwith enter into a contract wt 
the Company looking to the pure 
of its entire output of newsprint pa 
during a period -which will not be I 
than the term of the debentures, 
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neral annual contract market 
the ge . 

. of uewsprmt paper in the 
price . . 

. d States from time to time pre-
rnite . 

•• er less three per cent discount 
ya1lln::::i• 

·ean shipment allowances, but 
and oc . . . . 
. event at a price which will be m no . 
. rr·ci'ent to orovide for the esh-insa I · ~ . . 

materl interest and smk1ng fund re-
quirements of the Company. 

"To ensure that the holders of the 

anv's bonds and debentures shall 
ComP · . 
at all times enjoy the f~ll security 
re~resented by the newsprmt purc~ase 
contract. the Reid Compa~y has st1pu
Jaterl that it shall be assigned by the 
company to the Trustees for the 
bondholders and debentures respec-

1 
.. 

tive Y· · 

In other \Vords the ·bondholders own 
tbe contract. so that the trustees can 
protect their interests. In this case 
the Hearsts, as in the other case the 
Time~ and Dail); Mail, may have in
structions from the trustee of the 
bondholders to pay off certain amounts 
to cover lJond charges against the in
voices. The same applies here. The 
contract belongs to the trustee for the 
hondholders. 

The Government and the Reids 
could make no headway. Something 
seemed to block the path. Xext we 
have. during Septem·ber, representa
t:ves of Hearst Canada Pmver & Paper 
Co. here to ascertain the intentions of 
the Government. Then apparently the 
Hearst and Reid groups discouraged 
by the actron or rather the inaction 
of the Government gave up all hope of 
the deal. and the Reids decided to sue 
the Government for ten millions of 
~lllars because of illegal acts. 

I have said that the conduct of the 
Prime l\Iinister was most peculiar. 
He has stated so often, until perhaps 
be believes it himself that "the 

' Hearsts were not in earnest." That. 
however. could be no more than a sus-

picion. Surely the people of Xew
foundland are not to be deprived of 
the benefits bound to accrue from the 
establishment of this industry just 
because of the suspicious, I might al
most say, evil mind of the Prime 
l\linister. 

If there was any justification for 
doubting the good faith of the Hearst 
group then the Prime l\1inister should 
have pushed matters to the limit
ca lled their bluff. or, as we would put 
it colloquially, say to them, "Put up 
or shut up." 

I should like now to come to the con
structive end of the agreement. "rith
out going into any detail, I should 
like to epitomize the figures in con
nection with the Gander, and briefly 
review the wonderful benefits it would 
have brought to Newfoundland. 

A mill of a thousand tons a day 
capacity would mean 
310,0,00 tons a year. 

a turnout of 
The general al-

lowance made for labor charges in 
the manufacture of paper is $20 per 
ton. If that is so it would have meant 
a distribution of a payroll of six mil
lion two hundred thousand dollars 
per annum. It would have meant the 
employment of over 6200 men at an 
average of $20 per week. That's the 
amount that would have been brought 
in in labor alone. Let us see now 
where the Givernment would have 
benefitted. Let us take ror example 
that an earning power of $6,200,000 
would have become a purchasing pow
Er of the like amount. Basing duties 
at 22% per cent, which is a very con
servative estimate. it would have 
meant an increased revenue of over 
$1,379,000 per year. 

The railroad, moreover, would par
ticipate in the profits caused in the 
increased transportation brought 
about by the new industry and the 
revenue accruing from that would I 
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estimate, amount to over $400,000.00 
per year. An increased earning power 
of over six million dollars would be 
bound to reduce able-bodied poor re
lief to a considerafble extent. This 
six million dollars would do much to 
take the place of poor relief and in 
this connection alone should save the 
country over two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars per year. To relieve 
distress we have to employ the peo
ple at the building of highroads. This 
goes on in a vicious circle. 

We have to borrow· money to build 
unnecessary highroads and then have 
to borrow money to repair them. By 
not having to expend money on un
necessary highroads would mean sav
ing the country over $500,000.00 a year. 
Then again application is made for 
10,000 square miles of timber. They 
must have twenty million cords of 
wood in sight in addition to what is 
on the Gander Valley area in order to 
make a thousand-ton mill feasible. 

For the sake of argument let me 
say they want 10,000 square miles for 
which they would pay $200 per square 
mile, or $2,000,000.00 in all. Now 
part of this land belongs to posterity, 
therefore we should invest the full 
amount and draw only the proceeds 
in the form of interest which calculated 
at 5 per cent would give us an annual 
return of $100,000.00. ~ow as regards 
royalties: they require 300,000 cords 
annually, against which we are to col
lect one dollar per cord. This will 
bring us in $300,000.00 yearly. 

To recapitulate: Our annual re
tur-n from this industry, which has 
•been so contemptuously turned down 
b~· Sir Richard Squires, would have 
been: 

1,000 ton mill on the Gander. 

Proposed output 310,000 tons of 
newsprint paper, labor giving value 

at $20.00 per ton. Equivalent to 
employees at $20.00 per 
$6,200.000. 

Duties derived from earning powi! 
of workers based on average of 22 
pE.r cent-$1,379,000. 

Increased earnings 
(100. 

Reduction able-bodied 
a.nd unnecessary 
ture, say $750,000. 

Payment for timber lands at 10, 
~quares miles at $200.00-$2,000.000 
Annual income rate 5 per 
$100,000. 

Royalty from 300 ,000 cords Labra 
dor wood at $1 per cord-$300,000. 

Total $2,929,0DO. 

This sum of $2,929,000, capitali1 
at 5 per cent. equals $58,580,000. 

In other words, to the Governme 
this project has a capital value of ove 
f fty-eight millions of dollars. 

The members on 
the Right Hon. the Prime l\.Iinister, 
1- articular, have had the same oppor 
tunity to figure as I have and surel 
before turning down a propositioa 
such as this they should go a ve 
long way. First, there is $6,200,0 
to the laboring men of the count 
and $3,000,000 to the Government. 
know that if the present Minister 
Finance & Customs felt sure of getti 
this $3,000,000 a year he would be 
very happy man, he would be able 
balance his budget, reduce taxatio 
help out welfare work and establish 
binking fund and so make amends fo 
the terri'ble ex·penditure that is go 
on today and for which our childr 
and our children's children will ha 
to pay. I think that it is most un 
that the men of the present gene 
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bould saddle their children with 
tion s 
· <Yreat burden and ask them to 

'=U"h a ~ . 
~ " ·t Suppose a rich friend said to 
paY 1 • _ • •• 

, here is $o8,0::>0.000, I will make 
llw! t t 

Present of it but you mus no vou a . 
· d the principal; you must invest 
::~: some solid project that will yield 

at leas 4 5 per cent. That present vou ... 
· ld be no more than what the wou 
Gander proposition would be to us. 
Doth are practically the same, for 
toth would go on until the end of 

time. 

I hope that I have made my figures 
clear and concise as possible and 
toat I ~iave made myself clear. I am 
confident your good sense, if I can
not ap.peal to your patriotism, will 
e;ause you to think that instead of 
giving such a project the cold shoulder 
we should i eceiye it• with open arms. 

~ow let me get back to the agree
ment, or the memorandum of the 
agreement. It is divided into three 
:i;arts; first, they require some amend
~ent to the Gander charter. The 
Railway will be built in a new place 
and even then the Government would 
have to spend no money because the 
Company would build it and accept 
bonds guaranteed by the Government 
in payment; secondly, they require 
wood reserve on the Labrador to en
sure the mill a sufficient supply of 
rulpwood for a thousand ton a day 
output, less, of course, the 400 tons 
available on the Gander; thirdly, 
there is perhaps one thing that an 
unthinking person would baulk at and 
that is the guarantee of second de
benture bonds to the extent of $15,000,-
000 for 15 years. 

I do not want to quote the Minis
ter of Finance and Customs for some
thing which I believe he said in an 
impetuous moment, that was that he 
would guarantee a great deal more 
than $15,000,000 for an undertaking 

such as this. He is the financial ex
pert on the other side of the House. 
He further stated that he would be 
~repared to guarantee to the extent 
of not only $15,000,000 but $50,000,000, 
and I confess I would do the same for 
the sake of getting such a large labor
giving project in our midst. 

Xow, l\Ir. Speaker, I don't know if 
I have made myself clear. I have 
ci.one the best I can; I feel that so 
far a.s this country is concerned, our 
only hope, from an economic point of 
yjew, is a proposition such as this. 
I don't see how this country is going 
to carry on; how it is going to pay 
its way; how we are going to relieve 
the 1burden of taxation of the people; 
how we are going to get them back 
into paths of industry and diligence; 
(many of our people have got into 
habits of idleness because we have 
not got work to give them). I can see 
no other way than some such indus
tI y. It would be unthinkable if you 
gentlemen on the other side of the 
House would prevent this industry 
becoming a fact, an actuality. I my
self can see nothing against it. 

One of the disturbing features in the 
whole matter is this, I can see no real 
effort to meet these people. I quoted 
a letter this afternoon in which they 
said, "If the terms are wrong, if you 
want any modification, if you name the 
n1odification, we will do our best." 
Can you do better than that? Can 
you hope for better? If. I want to sell 
eomething to :\fr. Lake, the Minister of 
:;\larine and Fisheries, and he says, 
"Xo; the price is wrong,'' I say, "Tell 
me what you want; tell me what you 
think is fair." If he says "No; I won't 
discuss the matter with you," I know 
he does not want to deal with me. 
.Now, don't you think that we, who 
have only got outside information of 
this affair, judging from the informa
tion we have, don't you think that we 
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can do nothing else than come to the 
same conclusion, so far as the govern
ment is concerned in this matter. 
Don't you think the people can think 
nothing else? If it is true that Hears ts 
were only fooling Reids, why did not 
the Prime Minister put the Hearsts to 
the test? The Prime Minister had 
only got suspicions. I am sure that 
Hearsts never said, "We are pulling 
Reids' leg; \Ye are making a bluff so 
as to secure a favorable contract for 
our newsprint requirements." 

Surely these men, men of high 
standing in the financial and news
paper world, don't trot around the 
\\'Orld for nothing. If nothing in 
reality were intended why in the world 
v1ould they come here? They had 
done enough to make a bluff without 
coming down here. They came down 
here and wanted to discuss matters 
v:ith the Executive Council. The 
Prime l\Iinister was not here; perhaps 
if he had been here things would have 
b~en different. 

This flimsy excuse that the only 
way that the leasehold areas could 
bE' saved for a Gander mill project 
\tas .by clapping writs on them is too 
ridiculous. We know that the Reids 
had ample opportunities of selling 
to the International and they refused 
them. It is common knowledge to all 
of us. The International Power and 
Paper Company brag to this day that 
nobody but they would ever get those 
Gander areas. I have heard one of 
their principal meq say that they 
would get tJhem. Then it was nBces
sary to clap writs on them to keep 
them from going where Reid·s had nev
er any intention of letting them go. 

\.Ve got a report the other day, the 
wording of which is such as to lead 
one to think they don't even know 
there is such a thing as a Gander area. 
It is the annual report of the Inter-

national Power and Paper Compan 
It is dated 28th l\Iarch, 1930. Here i~ 
what they say:-

"The Company shoulj _ complete 
the construction of two more paper 
machines as soon as practicable. 
The addition of two more machines 
adding 50 per cent to the produc
tion of the mill, "ill increase the 
Company·s profits, particularly thru 
reduction of fixed charges, inasmuch 
as many of the facilities for addi
tional machines are already installed, 
particularly power. Also the pos-
sibility should not be lost sight of 
that in the not too distant future it 
may be advisable to bring the mill 
up even to a 8 machine basis. 

"Eventually, therefore. the Com
pany must add· to its timber hold
ings by about 50 per cent (\Yith the 
possibility that it will be advisable 
to add 100 pe'r cent) and while the 
present holdings would provide suf
ficient wood for many years to come 
additional timber lands should be 
acquired when they can be pur
chased on reasonable terms, up to 
the amount necessary to provide for 
the Company's needs including the 
extension on a sustained yield basis. 
Such acquisitions should be made 
gradually and only after the con
sideration to the effect of the car
rying charges on the earnings dur
ing the period between acquisition of 
the lands and operations of the new 
machines." 

They don't know probably where 
they are going to get that land; 
Lhere is a nigger in the woodpile 
Sooner or later it is going to be 
gentlemen; it is not only possible, but 
more than probable you are going to 
see a merger between the A. N. D. 
and Corner Brook. \Yhen they do 
that, if they get the Gander areas, too 
then God help X ewfoundland and the 
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n who work in the woods. That 
me ·ncr. it mar not come for 3 or 
·c: conn o' . 
L s God help Xewfoundland with 
4 year · 

lpanY of this size in control. a con . 
With the G:inder areas, Corner Brook, 

d , ~ D. under control of one coman • ..,.. • · 
nv they can squeeze the life out of 

pa ~ · ·f ·t th · us and they will do it i i serves e1r 
It is a serious proposition. - purpose. 

Every word I say I mean, and I 
would not be in the position of a man 
who has anything to do with the hin-
4ering of the Gander proposition. I 
tell you tonight, :\Ir. Speaker, the time 
will come when that man will wish he 
nad never been born. This is our 
last chance: if we don't get the deal 
i>ut uhrough like this we will not be 
able to meet the interest on our pub
lic debt: the people can't live under 
the burden of taxation. I say this is 
is a reasonable proposition; it is a 
proposition that I myself would be 
only too glad to em'brace if I owned 
the Gander area; if I owned the free
hold on the Gander River; if I owned 
that Labrador property, I would take 
that deal gladly; It \Yould make a very 
good business proposition. 

Don't you know that this thing is 
fraught with such great possibilities 
for Xewfoundland; it is not to be used 
merely as a political dodge; we should 
&II of us be here for the good of Kew
foundland. I believe that the way 
the cold shoulder has been turned to 
these Hearst people shows that the in
terest of ~ewfoundland is not at heart 
in the minds of some of the members 
of the present government. 

The manner in which the govern
ment bas handled this proposal can 
only be classed as a huge blunder or 
a damned crime. 

RT. HOX. THE PRLUE lIINISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, risi:ng to the return of 
the debate, I would like to beg the 
()pportunity of extending a hearty 

word of congratulation, appreciation 
and thanks to the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition for having informed the 
public fully of his attitu.de in connec
tion with the Gander development. It 
is al \vays a great satisfaction, Sir, to 
know that when a person does a thing 
that he cannot be attacked, and I am 
wonderfully well pleased to-night to 
know that a programme which, if I 
had put through six months ago, 
would have been the subject of bitter 
attack by my Hon. friend, 'Ilow cannot 
be attacked because of the pronounce
ment of the Hon. Leader of the Op
position. I do want to express again 
my appreciation and thanks to the 
Hon. gentlemen opposite for having 
given us an opportunity of seeing 
their minds, their lines of thought and 
having the benefit of their criticism. I 
feel that their criticism has been 
very estimable because it has given 
us the opportunity of seeing their 
lines of development. 

I would again express my apprecia
tion and thanks to the mover and 
,seconder of the rmotion that. is now 
before the House; they must have 
done wonderfully well; the Speech 
must have been really full of real 
value when ten gentlemen opposite 
have found it necessary to tlake two 
or three weeks in which to criticise 
it, its contents and non-contents. I 
feel that, Sir, is a great compliment 
that has been extended to us by the 
Hon. gentlem·en opposite. 

\Ve have matters on the agenda to
night; there is one matter in par
ticular of outstanding public import
ance, of much greater importance 
than mere talk becaus€ there is no 
Gander motion before this House; 
there is no Estimate motion before 
this House; there is no Budget motion 
before this House. All this talk has 
been on the Address in Reply. I do 
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feel that I should not delay the de
velopment of what I can say to be of 
much greater public policy, a policy 
which I think has taken two years 
to develop and bring to that practical 
stage when we can put a printed Bill 
on the table of this House for con 
sideration, not mere talk, mere reply, 
mere legal debate on an Address in 
Reply. I consequently move that the 
debate be adjourned. 

On motion the debate on the Ad
dress in Reply was adjourned. 

Pursuant to order aill.d on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime l\1inister the Bill 
"An Act Respecting Health and Pub
lic Welfare" was read a second time. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave 
notice that he would on tomorrow 
move the House into a Committee of 
the "Whole to consider certain Resolu
tions For a New and Improved Steam
ship Passenger, Mail and Freight Ser
vice for Conception Bay and Bell Is
land. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister pres
ente'd the Report of the Select Com
mittee of the Life Insurance Bill as 

' follows: 

To the Hononrable Honse of Assembly 
In Legislative Session Convened: 

The Select Committee rappointed by 
your Honorable House to consider the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Armend the 
Law Relating to Life Insurance" begs 
to report as follows: 

Your Committee has considered the 

tract for the payment of speciral bene
fits or indemnities upon death by ac
cident or upon disability as may be 
provided by and made part of a con
tract of Life Insurance." 

2. Amend Sub-section 10 of Section 
2 by adding between the word "bene
fits" and the wor'd "surplus" in the 
second line thereof the word "in
demnities." 

3. Delete Section 51 and substitute 
therefor the following: 

I 

Repeal 

"51. Chapter 193 of the Consolidat
"ed Statutes, 3rd Series. entitled 'Of 
"Life and Ac'Cident Insurance' and all 
"acts in amendment thereof in so far 
"as the same relate to Life Insurance 
"or to special benefits or indemnities 
"nayable upon death by accident or 
"upon disability as may be provided 
"by and made part of a contract of 
"life insurance are hereby repealed." 

(Sgd.) A. J. WALSH, 

J. A. WINTER, 

L. E. EMERSOX, 

P. J. LEWIS. 

On motion this report was receh1 P1. 
:ln<l adouted and it was ordered that 
the matter be referred to a Comniittee 
of the \.Vbole House on tomorrow. 

It W!>S movrd and seconded that 
when the House rises it a'djourn until 
tomorrow afternoon at ~hree of fl;e 
«lock. 

said Bill to it referred, copy of which The House then adjourned acC'or1l-
is hereunto annexed marked "A" and ingly. 
recommends its being passed by your 
Honorable House subject to the fol-
lowing amendments: THt;RSDAY, April 9th, 1931. 

1 Amend Sub-section 3 of Section The House met at three of the clock 
2 by a'dding thereto the following in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
words, namely, "and includes a con- ment. 
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l\Ir. Tobin presente'd a petition from 
the residents of Flat Rock in connec
tion with a Launchway. 

RT. HON. THE PRIJIE llIINISTER 
-l\Ir. Speaker, at the request of Mr. 
James Baird and Mr. Stienhardt, 
Directors of th·e St. John's Gas Light 
co., Ltd., I beg leave to present a 
petition which I ask peflmission to 
read to the House as it respects 
private Legi~lation. 

(Reads Petition) 

Attached is a printed form of Draft 
Bill and copies of notices required. I 
move that this petition be received 
and referred to a Committee of this 
House to see that it is in keeping with 
rules of the House. 

The Select Committee was appointed 

tomorrow move the House into a 
Committee of the "\Vhole on Supply. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave 
notice that he would on tomorrow 
move the House into a Committee of 
the \\'hole to consider certain Resolu
tions relating to a proposed agree
ment in connection with the treating 
of Newfoundland Cod, Seal, \\Tb.ale 
and other Oils, and their by-products. 

Hon. the :\.iinister of Posts and Tele
graphs gave notice that he would on 
tomorrow move the House into a Com
mittee of the Whole to consider cer
tain Resolutions in relation to the 
mode of colleiction of the tax on Tele
graphic :Messagas. 

l\1r. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 

as follows: Hon. Mr. Speaker, Hon. 3IR .. Pl."'DDESTER-M:r. Speaker, I 
'I L w··s 1\-'" -ur· t would like to 'draw the attention of ~1 r. e l, ... uT. nln er. 

the Hon. l\'.Iinister of Public Works to 
R,....,. HOX. THE PRDIE llII~ISTER question No. 56 which has not yet 

-l\Ir. Speaker, I have been requested been answered. 
by a large number of Clerks of St. 
John's to present the following peti- 3IIXISTER OF P"CBLIC WORKS-
tion: l\fr. Speaker, in reply to the Hon. 

(Rea'ds Petition) member, with reference to question 
No. 56 (reads question), my answer 

Annexed is a draft form of the is that this is internal Departmental 
petition and signed, I am informed, 
by over one thousand people. I ask 
that this petition be received and re-

correspondence and I do not think 
that it would be in the public interest 
to table it. I might say that I am al-

ferred to the sa;me Committee as the ways reads to extend courtesy to 
last petition. 

On motion this petition was received 
and it was ordered that a Select Com
mittee be appointed to enquire and re
port as to whether the Rules of the 
House respecting such petitions have 
been observed. 

The Select Committee was appoint
ed as follows: Hon ::.\Ir. Speaker, Hon. 
l\11'. Lewis, :\fr. Winter. 

Hon. the :\.Iinister of Finance and 
Customs gave notice that he would on 

every member opposite, and always 
used my best endeavors to have ques
tions answered as speedily as pos
sible, but in this particular case I do 
not think that it woulQ be in the pub
lic interest to answer that question. 

MR. PCDDESTER-::\fr. Speaker, I 
cannot question the Minister's right 
but I don't know what would be in 
that correspondence that he would be 
ashamed of. If I were l\linister of 
Public Works I would certainly like 
to clear the matter up, it is official 
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correspondence and is in the files of 
the Department and I do not think 
that it would do any harm if the mem
bers of the House saw it. There has 
been a lot of talk on the street about 
libel suits and the Minister would be 
doing himself a good turn if he show
ed us whether the Superintendent 
really did say that and if - • proved 
whether he was a grafter or not, he 
should let us see the correspondence 
and let the public judge. The honour 
of the Minister is at stake and I think 
that he should be only too glad to let 
us see whether the charges are true 
or untrue and he should be only too 
gla'd to let the public see all the cor
respondence. There might be another 
way we could use to see this corres
pondence. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC 1f ORKS
Mr. Speaker, it was only when ·:\Ir. 
Puddester spoke that I ever heard of 
any such charges. I'm afraid that ::\Ir. 
Puddester was tempted and added a 
good deal to the rumours that were 
floating about the streets. There was 
no correspon"dence relating to this 
matter received or issued at my De
partment, I did hear of that remark 
hut it was not proven and neither::Vfr. 
Puddester or any other man in this 
country can prove it. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime ~1inister the Hause 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider Certain Re
solutions for a New and Improved 
Steamship, Passenger, Mail and 
Freight Service for Conception Bay 
and Bell Island. 

Mr Speaker left the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committ 
reported that they had considered 
matter to them referred, had 
son:e progess, and ask€d 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this repo,rt was receiv 
and adopted and it was ordered 

0

t 
the Committee have leave to sit ag 
on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to or·der and on motion 
Hon. Dr. Campbell the House resolv 
itself into a Committee of the Who 
to consider the Bill entitled "An A 
Relating to the Keeping of Dogs.'" 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\Ir. Smith took the Chair of c 
mittee. 

~Ir Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Commit 
reported that they had considered 
the matter to them referred, and h 
passed the said Bill with some amend 
ment. 

On motion this report was receiv 
and adopted and it was ordered tha 
th-e said Bill 
tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
Rt. l\Ion. the Prime l\Iinister the Ho 
resolved itself into a Committee 
the \\""hole to consider the Bill 
titled "An Act to Amend the Laws 
lating to Life Insurance." 

:\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of 
mittee. 

i\fr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Commit 
:\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com- reported that they had considered th 

mittee. matter to them referred, and h 
passed the said Bill with son1e amen 

l\Ir. Speaker resumea the Chair_ men ts. 
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en motion this report 
and adopted and it was 
the said Bill be read a 

presently. 

was received 
or'dered that 
third time 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
)Iinister the Bill entitled "An Act to 
~mend the Laws Relating to Life In-. . 
surance" was read a third time and 
passed. and it was ordered that the 
said Bill be engrossed, being entitled 
as above, and that it be sent to the 
l.JegislatiYe Council with a 1\lessage, 
requesting the ooncurrence of th:it 
body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the l\Iin.ister of Posts and Tele
graphs the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Amend Charter 35 of the Consolidated 
Statutes (Third Series) entitled 'Of 
the Postal and Telegraph Services' " 
was read a second time, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be referre'd 
to a Committee of the \\7bole House 
on tomorrow. 

HOS. JIIXISTER O:F POSTS A~D 
TELERAPHS-}Ir. Speaker, in mov
ing the second reading of this Bill I 
might point out that it is introduced 
to rectify misunderstandings that 
pr"~e in connection with the Bill pass
ed last year to empower the Depart
ment or Posts and Telegraphs to use 
stamping machines. The Customs De
partment refused to recognize the 
stamping machine for the purpose of 
stamping Customs documents; b,1t 
this new Amendment gives the ::.v.Iinis
ter of Posts and Telegraphs power to 
use this stamping machine for Cus
toms as well as Stamp duty, and I un
derstand the Government and the l\1in
ister of Finance and Cu-stoms agr2e 
on that point. 

On motion the remaining Orders of 
the Day were deferred. 

The :::\Iinister of Public \\.,.orks tabled 
the Report of the Highroads Commi&
sion, 1930. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow at three of the clock in the 
..1.rternoon. 

The House then adjourne'd accord
ingly. 

FRIDAY, April 10th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

HOS. ltIR. LE"\YIS.-Mr. Speaker, I 
leave to present a petition from the 
people of Conception Harbor, adjacent 
harbors and Brigus Junction, asking 
for the granting to them the comple
tion of the road between Conception 
Hr. and Brigus Junction. Already the 
road extends from Conception Hr. to
wards Brigus Junction for a distance 
of five miles and there is only another 
three miles to be finished to complete 
this much-needed road. There are in 
all about thirty families residing at 
Brigus Junction with absolutely no 
means of access rto the outside world 

' 
except lby railroad, and the people of 
Conception Hr. and adjacent places, 
through Avondale, which is a distance 
of seven miles. This road would be a 
great boon to the places and the peti
tion has been very largely signed and 
supported in fact by every voter in the 
District. 

Last Sunday night a public meeting 
was held in Conception at \Y'hich the 
Rev. Father Scully, P.P., was chair
man. The petition was drafted and 
forwarded that it might be presented 
to this House for its consideration. 
They recommend that the work be car
ried on under the supervision of the 
Highroads Commission under whose 
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management, they feel, the work will 
be best done. I very heartily endorse 
this petition and feel that it will be 
of enormous benefit if the Government 
can see its way clear to meet with 
the request. I would ask that the peti
tion be referred to the Highroads 
Commission that they might include 
it in the work planned for the near 
future. 

RT. ROX. THE PRDIE )flXISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, the :Mayor of St. John's 
has done me the honor of asking me to 
present a petition to this House on be
half of the City of St. John's. 

(Reads Petition) 

On motion this petition was received 
and it was ordered that the said peti
tion be referred to a Select Committee 
to examine and report as to whether 
the Rules of the House with respect 
to such petitions have been complied 
with. 

The Select Committee to be: Mr · 
Speaker, Hon. Mr. Lewis, Mr. Winte"':'. 

HON. MR. LEWIS presented the re
port of the Select Committee appoint
E:d to consider the petition of the St. 
John's Gas Light Company, as fol
lows: 

April 10th, 1931. 

"The Select Committee appointed to 
examine and report on the petition of 
the St. John's Gas Light Company, 
beg to report that they have examined 
the said petition, and find that the 
Rules of the House have been observed 
and recommend the introduction of 
the attached Bill, as asked for. 

(Sgd.) A. J. WALSH, 

P. J. LEWIS, 

J. A. WINTER 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered .that 
the Bill entitled "An Act to Amend the 

Act 56 Victoria, Chapter 39, entit1 
'J:..n Act to Incorporate a Company 
der the style and title of the St. John 
Gas Light Company,' " be in t roduc 
and read a first time, and second ti 
and referred to a Select Committee 
e:-:amine and report as to whether 
Rules of the House have been c 
plied with. 

'rhe Select Committee to be Hon. 
Minister Finance and Customs, Ho 
Dr. .Campbell, Mr. Alderdice, Mr 
Byrne, Mr. Fitzgibbon. 

On motion i.t was ordered that th 
financial clauses of the said Bill be re
ferred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on tomorrow. 

Hon. Mr. Lewis presented the re-i

port of the Select Committee appoint. 
Gd to consider the petition of certain 
clerks, offioe, and other mer cantile as· 
s1stants, as follows: 

April 1.0th , 1931. 

"The Select Committee appointed to 
examine and report on the petition of 
certain clerks, office and other mer
cantile assistants, beg to report that 
they have examined the said petition 
and find that the Rules of the House 
have been observed, and r ecommend 
the intro~uction of the attached Bill, 
as asked for. 

(Sgd.) A. J. WALSH, 
P. J . LEWIS, 
J. A. WINTER. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Bill entitled "An Act to Regulate. 
Closing Hours of Shops wi1thin the 
Electoral Districts of St. John's City,. 
East and West," be introduced and. 
read a first time, and second time, and 
referred to a Select Committee to ex
amine and report as to whether the 
Rules of the House have been com
plied with. 
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Select Committee to be Hon 
The . ·Wh H or. Campbell, ::.\Ir. .F1tzg11JuOil, Olli 

B adlev l\lr. Bmdop., l\lr. Alder-
Mr. r · ' . 

. l\lfr Bvrne, Mr. Winter. 
dice . ..:i • • 

Emerson gave notice of ques:Mr. 
ti on. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime ~Iinister gave 
otice that on tomorrow he would ask 

~tave to introduce a Bill entitled "An 
.'ct Relating to the l\Iemorial Univ
ersity College, St. John's." 

RT. HOX. THE PRIME l'UINISTER • 
. -:'.\fr. Speaker, on yesterday the Hon. 
the Leader of the Opposition sought 
some information as to the Memorial 
College and Xormal School for Teach
ers. The following information has 
been prepared for me by Dr. V. P. 
Burke. the Secretary for Education, 
which is as follows: 

THE XEED :FOR EXP .ANSIOX. 

1.-The Building as it stands is no 
longer large enough to accomodate 
the numbers:. 

(a) Xormal School.-Accomodation 
for 60 at the most. Present 
number 86. The rooms are 
crowded beyond the limits of 
what is sanitary. 

(b) i\Iemorial College-The classes 
in the first year have to be di
vided and the classes duplicated. 
Even so it means that 40 stud
ents are taken in rooms designed 
for 30. 33 fully qualified appli
cants were declined. Had they 
been admitted, the number would 
have been 56 in rooms designed 
for 30. 

This refers to lecture subjects, 
but in the experimetal sciences, 
Chemistry, Physics, Biology, it 
would have been a sheer im
possibility to accomodate the 
students in the _laboratories. 

"\Ve started with one Laboratory 
which had to serve also as Lecture 
Room for both Physics and Chemistry. 
The time came after the first year 
when the two subjects had to be di
vided and we had to use a semi-base
ment room, intended for a Playroom 
(not large enough for a Gymnasium) 
for a Physics Laboratory and Lecture 
Room. All our Science Laboratories 
are hampered: 

+. Because they have to be used for 
Lecture Rooms as well. 

2. There are no preparation rooms. 

Our Biology Room has to meet the 
needs of Botany, Zoology, Entomology, 
Geology, and provide Aquarium for 
both fresh water life and salt water. 
This means in none of our Laboratories 
can any experiment be undertaken 
which means keeping the apparatus set 
up for over a period of three hours. 
Everything has to be cleared away for 
the incoming class. 

The Engineering classes have to be 
taken in the Assembly Hall and there 
is no end of time wasted clearing 
a way the desks and setting them up 
again. 

T•he Library has hundreds of books 
now waiting till there is shelf room 
for them to be set out. 

There is no Gynasium, no room for 
the Staff, no Museum. There are 100 
men students; only three toilets are 
provided. There should 'be ten at 
least. 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

1.-There is a demand for Corres
pondence Courses, but we have no 
room we can spare to provide for it 
and consequently Xewfoundland Stud
ents in the Outports have to send to 
Chicago or New York or the Old Coun
try, have to wait six weeks before 
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they get their papers returned and 
pay four times as much as they would 
have to pay if we could meet the 
needs of our own students. 

2.-There is no doubt that in the 
c ming years the demand for entrance 
will increase. Every year sees a 
la.rger number of students passing 
the Junior :\1atriculation. The sub
jo5ned figures show the ~inevitable 

trend: 

1919 ......................... 70 
1920 ........................ 79 
1921 ........................ 89 
1922 ......................... 71 
1923 ........................ 11.7 
1924 ......................... 111 
1925 ........................ 99 . 
1926 ........................ 112 
1927 ........................ 161 
1.928 ························ 197 
1929 ........................ 282 
1930 .......................... 295 

The ::.\Iemorial University College is 
the •only provision made for those 
~tudents who want to go forward to 
degrees in Arts, Science, :\Iedicine, 
Law, Engineering, or to the Teachers' 
university Grade. 

\\
1hat are we to do with the larger 

number of students who are sure to 
be applying for entrance? Are we to 
slam the door in their faces? 

EVENING WORK.-Apart from the 
University Courses, there are evening 
courses which provide for instruction 
in: 

Commercial Subjects 

Cultural Subjects 

Navigation 

Domestic Science and ~ursing 

Engineering Subjects 

Here again we are hampered by 
J.ack of room. There are no practical 
Classes in Engineering or Building 
Construction. There is no room 

equipped for these subjects. \Ve h 
-0ff ered us, one steam engine, th 
internal comQustion engines, for PU 

poses of demonstration. But we 
not in a position to accept, beca 
w.e have no room in which to ho 
them. 

Summer School provides for 1 
teachers. \Ve have to borrow fr 
other buildings for some of our class 

COKCLUSIOX.-If the Memo 
L"unversal College had been a failu 
there would be no need for enlarg 
ment. But the facts make it cle 
that those who projected the bulid 
underestimated the numbers of 
yot~nger generation who were eag 
and qualified for higher work, and 
support which the movement was g 
ing to receive from the general pu 
lie and especially from the teachi 
profession . 

NORJIAL SCHOOL 

The number enrolled 1929 was 

The number enrolled 1930 

The number enrolled 1931 

Students from every district in New: 
foundland have attended this schoo 
In one year 31 districts were rep~ 
sented. Over 96% of the students at 
tending the Normal School were bo 
in outports. One school which h 
never had one candidate able to pa 
the l\Iatriculation Examination 
passed 15 of its pupils in the Matri 
lation Examination since 1925 wh 
the school was first taught by a 
duate of the Xormal School. 

Two other places which in 
1926 had not a student able to p 
the Junior Matriculation Examinati 
have since these schools have b 
taught by Normal School graduat 
passed 15 students in the Junt 
::uatriculation Examination. 
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. ating that it would take each E"-t1m 
- ~ students $400 to come to St. 

of the-e 
' nd studY for the :Matriculation 

Jobn s a · 
· ation the parents of the stu-E'\"anun. · 

- ~ 
1
·n the places mentioned above 

deDt::i 
been saYed some $12,000 because 

have , 
h xormal School in St. Johns. 

c.f t e • 

The number of pupils enrolled in 
he :.\iemorial L'niversity College and 
~ormal School. including Xormal 
School students, regular College 
students, Summer School students 
and Evening Classes was about 750. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of the Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, 
the House resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the \Vhole to consider cer
tain Resolutions relating to a pro
l'osed agreement in connection with 
the Treating of Xewfoundland Cod. 
seal. ·whale and other Oils, and their 
by-products. 

l\fr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HOX. THE PRDIE JIIXISTER. 
-:\Ir. Chairman, I moved the House 
into Committee so that I can tell the 
Committee what it is about and we 
can raise the Committee and go on 
tomorrow. In the year 1926, I think, 
(I am speaking from memory and I 
am subject to correction on that 
point) in the year 1926 the late min
istry of Hon. W. S. l\Ionroe entered 
into some engagements with l.\1r. John 
P. Powell concerning certain matters 
pertaining to the refining of oils and 
a contract was enterred into. The 
Terra Xova Oil Company was the 
name of the Company, I think, and they 
were given certain privileges for a 
Period of two and five years. In 1928 
the Monroe Government enlarged the 
time. About some few weeks ago, 
}fr. Powell came to me and asked 
for an extension. I agreed; but I 

found that the Act had expired and it 
v.Tas necessary to introduce a · new 
Bill for really confirming what had 
been done twice before, once in 1926 
and again in 1928. 

HOX. LEADER O:F OPPOSITIOX.
The Bill is the same? 

RT. HO:X. THE PRDIE MI:XISTER. 
~l\Ir. Chairman, there is this differ
ence, in the old Bill the time was two 
and five years; in the new Bill the 
time is three and five years. Three 
years to commence and five years to 
ce>mplete. There is the duty clause 
which is now the standaTd clause 
There was no standard duty clause in 
the 1926 Bill and we are now insert
ing a standard duty clause at the 
suggestion of the Acting Deputy l.\Iin
ister of Justice who thought it advis
able to have exactly the same wording 
in the various Acts. 

I move that the Committee rise, re
port progress, and ask leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

.Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
i:ome progress, and asked leave to 
5it again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
0n to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs, the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole to con
sider certain Resolutions in relation 
to the l\Iode of Collection of the Tax 
on Telegraphic Messages. 

.:\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
n!ittee. 
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HO~T. ML~ISTER OF POSTS A.ND 
1'ELEGRAPHS.-Mr. Chairman, these 
Resolutions were distributed yester
day in relation to the mode of col
lection of the tax on telegraphic mes
sages. So that the House may not 
misunderstand what we hope to at
tain, I would like to explain what we 
are going to do. There is no inten
tion to interfere with the present tax 
and there is no increase in taxation. 
The present position with regard to the 
10 cents on foreign messages is as fol
lows: The authority to collect that 
tax goes back to Cap. 28 of the Con
solidated Statutes of 1914. Every 
foreign cable is supposed to have a 
ten cent stamp affixed to it; the com
pany when it receives the message 
for transmission is supposed to put 
the ten cent stamp on the message. We 
no not know if this is always done or 
not, and we do not want to be al
\";ays going to the Companies sending 
foreign messages, like the Anglo and 
Commercial Cable Companies, to see 
whether or not the ten cent stamp 
has been affixed. 

The first section of these Resolu
tions reads as follows: 

"There shall 'be paid upon every 
telegraphic message by cable, wire 
or wireless method (other than a 

· "service message") originating 
within this Dominion and sent to 
any other country, a tax of ten 
cents." 

The object of that section is that 
now a tax of ten cents is paid by 
revenue stamp; under this Act the 
amount will be collected in cash. 
This not only applies to foreign cable 
companies, but even more so to our 
own local offices. For instance, sup
posing a foreign message goes to 
Grand Bank or Catalina at the pres
ent time. The telegraph opeator at 
either place accepts the message, but 

we do not know whether our opera., 
tor puts on the ten cent stamp or no 
so that we want to make it clear, un 
der these Resolutions, that the Per 
son who sends that message has rot 
to pay the ten cents in cash. Section 
Two of the Resolutions reads: 

"There shall be paid upon every 
telegraphic message by cable, wire 
or wireless method (other than a 
service message) transmitted frotn 
one place in this Dominion to an .. 
other place in this Dominion wholly 
over any line or course of transmis
sion except those of the Kewfound
land Postal Telegraphs a tax at 
five cents." 

The explanation of this, section i'S 
that there is a stamp tax of five 
cents on all messages originating out
srne our own lines .For example, the 
.Anglo American Telegraph Company 
collect twenty-five cents for a mes-
sage and are supposed to have a five
cent stamp attached to it. Under the 
new arrangement the sender of a 
message will have to pay the addition 
al five cents tax in cash instead of by 
stamp. The reason why the Postal 
lines are not included in this 
tion is because we collect the 
cents already. 

Section Three of this Act says: 

"The said tax shall be collect 
by the Newfoundland Postal Tele
graphs and 'by every Telegraphic 
and Cable Company or other com· 
mercial transmitter of messages a 
the time of the acceptance of the 
message." 

I may say 
originates on our own lines 
then transferred to the Anglo Com
pany's lines we collect twenty-fiv• 
cents on it and pass over 
cents of it and keep back five centsi 
and upon any message accepted 
the Anglo people they are suppos 
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to collect twenty-:fi~·e 
·er five cents m us 0\ 

bv stalllP· 

Sec~ion Four reads: 

cents and pass 
cash instead of 

"Every Telegraphic or Cable 
company and every other corpora
tion or person handling commercial 
telegraphic communications shall 
within ten days after the end of 
each calendar month furnish to the 
:;\lihister of Posts and Telegraphs a 
~tatement showing (a) the number 
of telegraphic messages sent 
abroad wholly over the lines or 
courses of transmission of the said 
company, corporation or person 
during the said month; (b) the num
ber of telegraphic messages trans
mitted from one place in this Dom
inion to another place in this Dom
inion wholly over the lines or 
courses of transmission of the said 
Company. corporation or person 
during the said months (excluding 
in both cases "service messages"). 
Such statement shall be proved u_p
on the affidavit of the Superinten
dent, chief accountant or some other 
principal officer of the said Com
pany or corporation, or in the case 
of a person, then of such person, 
and shall be sent to the Minister of 
Posts and Telegraphs together with 
a certified cheque for the amount 
of taxes payable upon the business 
shown in said statement." 

That section prescribes the method 
of collecting the . ten cents tax. Any 
further information that is desired I 
shall be only too pleased to furnish as 
we go through Committee stage. 

... ,~;I 
llR. PrDDESTER.~Mr. Chairman, 

I would like to ask the Minister what 
latitude he allows operators as re
gards service messages. Are they al
lowed to send them? Suppose an op
erator wants to send a message on his 

own private business. Do you allow 
that to go through as a service mes
sage? 

HOX. JIINISTER OF POSTS A~D 
TELEGRAPHS.-! really don't know 
whether they send messages of that 
nature or not. I daresay they talk 
pretty freely from one to the other 
over the syslem. 

JIR. PrDDESTER.-I 
that. Supposing the 

don't mean 
operator at 

~ orthern Bay wants to send a mes
sage here to a business firm or to a 
newspaper office, do you allow that 
operator to send that message as a 
service message? 

If OX. MlXISTER OF POSTS AXD 
TELEGRAPHS-I really don't know 
whether anything of that nature is 
done. 

MR. Pl!DDESTElli-I think it 
is worth while for the l\linister to en
quire. I have a reason for asking 
rhat. I don·t think it is fair for op
erators to take advantage of the of
fice for their own private business. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
iiassed the said Resolutions without 
amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Bill entitled "An Act in Relation 
to the l\Iode of Collection of the Tax 
on Telegraphic Messages" be intro
duced and read a first time, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be read a 
second time on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime l\Iinister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Relating to the 
Keeping of Dogs" was read a third 
time, and passed, and it was ordered 
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that the said Bill he engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and that it be sent 
to the Legislative Council with a l\Ies
sage requesting the concurrence of 
that body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
l\1r. Greene the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the \\1b.ole to con
sider certain Resolutions. in Relation 
to a Contract for l\Iail and Passeng~r 
Service upon Conception Bay. 

:.\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

MR. GREEXE- :.\Ir. Chairman, I 
wish to take advantage of this oc
casion, the introduction of the Bill 
into this House to take the opportunit,r 
of giving the reason for this Bill. 

In the years past Conceptio .1 Bay 
and Bell Island has been serveu ~>Y a 
Government steamer carrying l\Iails, 
bui: the steamer does not run on any 
regular schedule. Bell I::;land, one of 
Xewfoundland's greatest industrial 
centres had for years p:ist been StlU.ly 
neglected in the matter of facili ti ~J 

for carrying the miners or residenLs 
to the mainlan·d. 

In normal times the Wabana l\Iines 
employ about 2,500 miners, of these 
nearly 1,000 belong and have their 
homesteads on the mainland, yet there 
is no efficient facilities for carrying 
n1en to their homes in Bay de Verde, 
Harbor Grace and other points in 
Conception Bay. 

In the \Vinter season these boats, 
which are only second hand trawlers 
having only accomoda tion of a very 
poor nature and for only a few and 
there is no accomoda ti on for ladies. 
It is frightful, during the winter time, 
to see ladies and the miners on neck 
or sheltering in a cubby hole in all 
kinds of weather. 

In winter time the thr ee mile t· 
. f l is o ten rendered impassable ow· . Ing 
blockage by the ice and these 

0 
trawlers cannot cross and often 
~ervice, the mail, is held up for 
long as a week. 

This new steamer is specially b 
h . . u 
anng a remforced bow Which 

make her sort of ice-breaker and 
will have a minimum speed of 
knots an hour, not as the Pre 
boats which have a speed of from 

88 

to seven knots. The mail now lea-. 
St. John's at 3 o'clock in the aftern 
and arrives at Portugal Cove at a 
4 o'clock and does not reach 
\Vabana l\1ines until 7 that event 
Yet Bell Island is only 10 miles fr 
St. John's. It is frightful to think 
the letter which you write in the 
ternoon and which your stenograPb 
posts on her way home to tea d 
not reach it's objective in Bell Isl 
until 6 or 7 tomorrow evening, mo 
than 24 hours for a letter that b 
only 10 miles to travel. 

It is proposed in the new servt 
which we are now inaugurating, 
have the mail close at t he Gene 
Post Office at 9.30 in the morning, 
will be at Portugal Cove at 10 and 
at \Vabana ~lines at 11 o'clock. Th 
"rill enable the people to enjoy 
privileges previously denied th 
among them the morning paper, 
it is true this fact will hardly pr 
them to any great extent . 

It is also intended to run a Sun 
service. For years past Bell Island 
been isolated on Sundays but un 
the new system the people an'd 
miners may leaye Saturday and retu 
Sunday afternoon, thus affording 
men the opportunity to get to 
homes ·which they deserve. There 
an old service which was curtail 
This Sunday service will be run d 
ing the months of .Tune, July, Au 
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d 
September. · Formerly anyone 

an ·ng on Sundav could not get back 
1eav1 • 
until some time on :Monday. , 

There are now more than 140 cars 
on Bell Island and these cars are a 
source of revenue to the country, pay
. g as thev do, license fees and drivers JD • ~ • 
fees and these cars are debarred fr::>:n 

•he Highroads of the Island O'\\ing to 
being unable to get across the tickle. 

The new steamer will have a deck 
capacity of 46 feet, sufficient room for 
5 or 6 cars. there will be a special 
crane provided for the purpo::;e of 
hoisting the cars onto the wharf as 
owing to the tide there is often a dif
rerence of 5 or 6 feet at the wharf and 
it is necessary to have the hoisting 
rlone from the ship. 

The ship will go up the bay to Holy
rood. Hr. Main or Conception Hr. on 
Tuesdar evenings and over to Hr. 
C-race and Carbonear on Thursday 
also. There will be a trip on "\Vednes
day. 

The service is not solely to the ad
vantage of Bell Island as it also bene
fits Bay de Verde, Bay Roberts and 
Port de Grave. This is the only con
tract ever made for the benefit of B~ll 
l~l~n'd and ConceJ;tion Bay of such a 
nature. 

The former arrangement was only 
a Postal Department arrangement for 
the carrying of mails and the rest of 
the schedule ·was solely at the discre
tfon of the steamship owners and it 
bas remained for the Squires Govern
ment to put this new service into 
execution, and I am proud to have 
been associated with the formulation 
Of this ne": service. The new service 
Will come into effect the first of June. 

It must be remembered that neither 
Bell Island or Conception Bay· have 

a steamship service and Bell Island 
does not directly benefit from the Gov
ernment Railway or from any of its 
branches, neither is it served by any 
of the coastal boats. 

Bell Island is Xewfoundland's great
est industrial centre, it has one of the 
largest iron-ore lodes in the world. 
Xeither Grand Falls, Corner Brook or 
Buchans contribute as much revenue 
to the country as Bell Island. In 
normal time1s employing 2500 men, its 
"~eekly payroll is over $45,000, yearly 
its payroll amounts to over two mil
lion dollars. In royalties it gives 
over $100,000.00 per year; another 
$100,000.00 for customs duties received 
from the many ships loading there. 
Its people are among the most indus
trious in the country, yet with the ex
ception of those having relatives or 
business on the Island comparatively 
few have had acquaintance with it. 
It is our hope, with the new service 
to encourage a sort of local tourist 
traffic, diverting some of the holiday 
makers who would otherwise spend 
their days around Conception Bay, to 
the activities and beauties of the Is
land. 

Bell Island is entitled to a proper 
connection with the mainland. The 
new steamer has been built by J. 
Ernst & Sons at Mahone Bay, Xova 
Scotia, for the Bell Island Steamship 
Company, and it was launched a few 
days ago, the Bell Island Steamship 
Company having been granted the ten
der by the Government. 

The new steamer will be 126 feet 
feet long and 34 feet wide; deck space 
is provided for six motor cars. There 
is a cabin for the ladies, suitably fur
nished, and private toilets. 

This steamer will be able to accom
odate 250 people below deck in com
lortable circumstances. In addition 
to this there will be a ladies cabin 
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which will be comfortably fitted up 
with upholstered lounges and off the 
cabin will be a ladies' toilet. On the 
upper deck will be a gentlemen's 
lounge or smoking room. The steam
er will be electrically fitted through
out and steam heated and will have 
motor engines of 250 horse power. 
The engine will be a Fairbanks :VIorse 
of the latest type which will enable 
the steamer to travel at an avBrage 
speed of ten knots per hour, as against 
five or six knots at the present time. 

:\Ir. Chairman, in conclusion, I would 
like ,as representative of the miners 
of Bell Island, to stress the importance 
of this steamship service. I do not 
wish to knock the owners of the pres
ent service, but I want to point out 
the crudeness and unsafeness of it 
and the hardships the miners had to 
undergo getting to and from their 
homes in Conception Bay. Time after 
time they have to stand exposed to 
the elements in a manner that was 
unfit for cattle. These miners are, in 

I 

my opinion, the hardest working men 
we have in ); ewf oundland. They are 
continually undergoing terriffic strain 
and dangers and risking their lives 
that they might earn sufficient to keep 
those near and dear to them supplied 
with the necessities of life. It is for 
these men that I stress the desper
ate need of not luxurious but safe 
and comfortable means of getting to 
their homes from work and back to 
work again. They work many miles 
under the sea and are constantly in 
danger from injury caused by falling 
timbers when hoisting iron ore from 
the mines. They have to work con
tinually with electric light and car
Lide lights attached to their caps, 
while they are anywhere from 100 
yards under the surface and out in 
Conception Bay. 

owners of the steamer, George N 
Ltd., l\Ir. J. B. l\Iartin of Bell Isl 
hnd Capt. J. C. Colbourne, who w 
awarded the contract for the st*'a 
and notwithstanding the fact that 
great wave of depression set in 
Bell Island and the mines were 0 
working at a 50 per cent capac . ... 
these men though they were 
bound by any contract and despite 
fact that they had a great deal 
their own private money invested 
went ahead with the work that 
might give to Bell Island and to 
miners employed there a service 
would be comfortable, safe and spe 

I thank you for your patient he 
of this long speech and when you 
considering this Bill I want you 
bear in mind the fact that there 
some six or seven thousand people 
Bell Island to whom this 
service will be a Godsend. 

JIR. Pl"DDESTER.-Mr. 
I have not had much opportunity 
studying the Bill, but in glanc 
through section 2 of the proposed 
ing schedule of the steamer I see 
it will only go as far as Carbon 
I was wondering if it would not 
possible to extend it to Salmon Co 
as this would be a great conventen 
to the miners who live in that pl 
As it is now they will have to lea 
the steamer at Carbonear and then 
a great expense have to take cars 
get them the additional seven or e 
miles to their homes in Salmon CoT 

llIR. GREE:NE.--Owing to the s 
lowness of the wharves it would 
impossible for the steamer to dock. 

MR. Pl:J)DESTER..-This 
be required as the steamer 
ch or outside and the men could I 
ashore in boats. 

Before concluding I should like to ~lIR. GREE.:XE.-That will be 
add a few words of appreciation to the ranged. 
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)Jr. Speaker resume a the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 

t d that they had considered the 
repor e 

. to them referred, had made 
matte I . 

• 0 0- .. ,... 5 ,... and ask1ed leav·e to sit 
5ome P1 t> ~ 

again on to:norrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 

on tomorrow. 

pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the l\finister of Posts and Tele-

plls the House resolved itself into gra , 
a committee of the Whole to consider 
the Bill "An Act to Amend Chapter 
35 of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of th·e Postal and 
Telegraph S3rvices.' " 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Ohair. 

)Ir. Smith took the Chair of Cai:n

mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had pass
the said Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was reoeived 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time pres
ently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the M'inister of 
Posts and Telegraphs, the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Amend Chapter 35 of the 
Consolidated Satutes (Third Series) 
entitled 'Of the Postal and Telegraph 
Senices' " was read a third time and 
I>assed, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill be engrossed, being entitled 
as above, and that it be sent to the 
Legislative Council with a Message 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were def erred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
"-hen the House rises it adjourn until 
Monday afternoon next, the 13th inst .. 
at three of the clock. 

The HousP. then adjourned accord
ingly. 

JIO:XDAY, April 13th, 1981. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Mr. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Bennett gave notice of question. 

Mr. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 

:\'Ir. Alderdice gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Winter gave notice of question. 

Mr. Byrne gave notcie of question. 

Pursuant to notice, and leave grant
ed and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act Relating to the Memorial Univer-
8ity College, St. John's" was intro
Ciuced and read a first time, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be read 
a second time on tomorrow. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE :MD"ISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay upon the 
table of the House report of the New
foundland Patriotic Fund for the peri
od ending the 31st day of March, 1931. 
This is over the signature of the Hon. 
Sir M. G. Winter, Chairman, and Mr. 
Eric Bowring, Honorary Secretary 
Treasurer. I would request you, Mr. 
Speaker, to direct the Clerk of the 

requesting the concurrence nf that House tC' include this report in the 
body in its provisions. Journal of this session. 
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Report of the N ewfonndland Patriotic 
:Fund for the P eriod ending 31st 
March, 1931. 

To His Excellency the Governor in 
Cou ncil. 

May it please Your Excellency:-

We have the pleasure to forward 
you for submission to the Legislature, 
the Repo1-t of the work of the Xew
foundland Patriotic Fund for the 
lJeriod of fifteen months, ending 31st 
March, 1931. 

The Fund has continued to assist 
as in previous years, Veterans of the 
"\Var, their families, and those of de
ceased men of the Royal ~ewfound

land Regiment and the Royal Naval 
Reserve. 

During the period under review, 
lhe sum of $4,304.11 was expended. 
In the last Report it was stated that 
the resources of the Fund, would en
able the Trustees to continue their 
activities to a date not later than 
April 30th, 1931. By a careful scru
tiny of claims and the circumstances 
of beneficiaries, it is now found that 
payments can be continued to June 
30th, 1931, and that at that date a 
very small balance may possibly re
main. 

After correspondence with the 
Colonial Secretary, and the Board of 
Pension Commissioners, it is pleasing 

' to note that provision has been made 
ior continuanpe, through the Great 
War Veterans Association, of allow
ances payable to dependents of the 
Fund at the present time. There are 
at present nineteen Grants current. 

As the work of the Committee of the 
Fund is drawing to a close, your Com
mittee wish to record again their ap
preciation of the splendid response 
which was always given to their ap
peals for contr~butions by the gen-

eral public, of the co-operation of th 
various governments under which th 
Committee has function ed, and of th 
gratuitous assistance at all times at. 
forded the Committee by Clergyme~ 
::.\1agistrates, Justices of the Peace; 
the Police, and of a ll others who~ 
services were placed a t t:.ie disposal 
or the Committee wh enever request.
E:d. \Ve would a lso g ratefully ac
knowledge our indebtedness to the 
Comptroller and Auditor General for 
his gratuitous services in auditing our 
accounts. 

As this Report will probably be the 
last the Committee will have the hon
or of submitting, we think it may be 
interesting _to give some details of the. 
Fund s ince its inception . 

At the outbreak of the \Var in 19U, 
when the Patriotic Asso2iation was 
formed, an offshoot of the Associa
tion was created, known as the New
foundland Patriotic Fund. An Act to 
incorporate the Fund was passed on 
the 5th J une, 1.915. After the assump
ti on by the Department of :\1ilitia of 
the du ties of the Patriotic Association, 
the Fund continued to function in-. 
dependently, dealing with monies re
ceived by Public Subscription to as-. 
E-ist the depen dents of men who joined 
the colours. 

In response to the appeal originally 
Plade the sum of $129,250.22 in all 
was collected. 

I nterest on the amounts in 
during the period the Fund has been 
in existence amou nted t o $15,990.46 

Repayments for outlays on account 
of Imperial , Canadian and other cases 
amounted to $50,964.46. 

Received from var iou s governments 
jn respect of sums aggregating $27,-
500.00. $30,000.00 overpaid to men on 
active service. The total sum dealt 
with by the Fund has amounted to 
$223,705.13. 



HOGSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 207 

,~ith this amount 1689 Grants have 
'~ paid and 1185 families or indi-

been · . 
. 
1 

ls have ,been assisted. 
vH ua 

The total cost of administration, 
···hich amount includes Books, Sta
·: et'" P ri"lting. Costs of Investiga
tion "· 
. 

5 
Postage, Telegrams, etc., has 

tIOil • 
amounted to only $2,912.83, or 1 1/ 3 % 
of the total sum dealt with. 

Attached here with will be found a 
~tatement of the financial resources of 

the Fund. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Sgd.) l\I. G. WIXTER, 
Chairman, 

ERIC A. BO\\~I:NG, 
Hon. Secretary Treasurer. 

!i-tHtement oi Patriotic Fund to April 
1st, 1931. 

DR. 

'fo Contributions .................... $129,250.22 
Xfid. Govt. Grants............ 27,500.00 
Xfid. Repayments.............. 15,779.58 
Canadian Repayments.... 30,660.37 
Imperial Repayments........ 1,803.36 
R. N. R. Repayments...... 2,721.15 
Interest .............................. 15,990.45 

$223,705.13 

CR. 

By Xfid. Beneficiairies ............ $184,798.65 
R. N. R. Beneficiaries........ 2,721.15 
Canadian Beneficiaries.... 30,660.37 
Imperial Beneficiaries...... 1,803.36 
Incidentals ........................ 2,912.83 

Balance 
$222,896.36 

808.77 

$22~.705.13 

Examined and found correct, 

(Sgd.) F. C. BERTEAU, 
Comptroller and Auditor General. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of :\Ir. Greene, the House resolved it
t:elf into a Committee of the Whole to 
consider certain Resolutions respect
ing a Passenger Service for Conception 
Bay. 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

MR. GREE:XE.-Mr. Chairman, 3.S 

some technical error has ~ept in, I 
would move that the following be in
serted in place of Clause (8): 

(Reads) 

I think that gentlemen opposite 
will agree that the subsidy is n'Jt 
extremely high considering that it is 
a brand new steamer, passed Al at 
Lloyds. The plans have already been 
drawn up, which we have here, and 
which I would ask Hon. l\Ir. Lewis to 
table. 

JIR. MOORE.-Mr. Chairman, If the 
boat has dories only, what's going to 
happen if she capsizes? I understand 
the Customs officials have some powe.r 
regarding such matters. There mu ~t 
be something in some Act about it 
This is a boat of 190 tons, and there 
must be some regulations. 

HOX. JIINISTER OF FIXA.J..~CE A...~D 
Cl'STOJIS.-Mr. Chariman, in reply 
to the honorable member, may I say 
that there is actually an Act regard
ing this in the Statute :eook. 

This ship will be examined an1 
certified by the Registrar of Shipping 
and will be certified as being allowec! 
to carry a certain number of passen
gers and if she carries more than thi~ 
rumber, then the company running 
her is subject to a very large fine. I 
may say that the Customs have th~ 

right l\.Ir. :\Ioore speaks of regarding 
boats carrying passengers without 
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any conveniences in case of accident. 
For some time past the Customs have 
been rather up against it owing to 
the number of small boats running 
from all around Conception Bay to the 
Island. I remember I was over on 
Bell Island last summer when a small 
boat arrived carrying some seventy 
r·assengers, yet it's practically impcs
sible to do anything until some tragedy 
occurs. If the Customs started en
forcing this law there would be muc:1 
trouble arrtong the people. This boat 
will, however, be inspected by the 
shipping department under ]\lr. l\Ic
Grath and if passenger allowance is 
exceeded the company will be liabl\3 
for a very heavy fine. 

:MR.. EJIERSON.-Certified by the 
Department to carry so many passen
gers; possibly 200? 

lUR. BEN::SETT.-Mr. Chairman, 
may I enquire regarding that last sec
tion (re safety appliances) if it is in
tended for the boat not to have a 
wireless set. Suppose the ship is 
somewhere in Conception Bay and an 
accident happens, it wouldn't be ne
cessary to have a very elaborate set 
installed; a small one would be suf
ficient. The captain could be in
structed in the sending of a simple 
S.O.S. signal.. 

JIR. PTIDDESTER .. -Mr. Chairman. 
on Friday afternoon I spoke concern
ing the sailing schedule of the new 
steamer and asked if it would not be 
possible to in~lude Salmon Cove and 
Broad Cove in the week-end trips of 
the steamer. If possible I think it 
would be better if the steamer were to 
leave Bell Island and make its first 
call at Broad Cove than come up the 
Bay. I do not think the fact that 
there are no wharves at which the 
steamer could dock would make any 
difference insofar as the landing of 
passengers is concerned, especially in 

connection with Broad Cove, as the 
people there would only be too gla 
to come out from the shor e in boa 
and take the passengers from th 
steamer. These trips would of course 
be, su'bject to weather conditions an 
the matter of whethel' or not it waa 
fi.t for the steamer to land her passen 
gers would be left to the discretion of 
the captain. 

I was speaking to some of the peo
ple of Broad Cove by telephone thia 
morning, and they are very anxious 
that Broad Cove be included in the 
schedule. In the olden days steamers 
continually called there, and despite 
the fact that there were no whavea 
they never had any difficulty in land
frelght, and there was never any dam 
age caused the steamer. I would be 
very much obliged if Hon. Mr. Lewis 
who has charge of this Bill, would 
have these places included in the 
schedule. 

JIR. :JIOORE.-Mr. Chairman , I beg 
to support the proposal put forth by 
Mr. Puddester and wish to point out 
to Mr. Green·e and the Hon. Mr. Lewis 
what a wonderful convenience anJ 
saving it would mean to the miners 
belonging to Salmon Cove to have this 
port included in the sailing schedule. 
As Mr. Greene knows, there are in all 
a:bout one hundred men from Salmon 
Cove and its vicinity who work at 
Bell Island, and if possible it would 
be better to have the steamer sail 
from Bell Island across the Bay on 
Wednesday evening instead of Thurs
day. Otherwise men whose shifts 
finish on Wednesday evening 
have to stay on the Island fo r a whole 
day with nothing to do. 

JIR. GREE:XE.-Mr. Chairman, 
have much pleasure in supporting th! 
suggestions put forth by l\Ir. Puddes· 
ter and Mr. l\loore concerning their 
respective Districts and I would like 
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. that the men they refer to are 
to sa~ on the Island as loaders, and 
knO\Vll 

1 ked upon as the hardest work-
are oo . . 

en in the mine. Their Jobs con-
ing m . 
. f shovelling iron ore and in order 

s1st o , . 
make their day s pay which 

to 
mounts to $3.50, they must shovel at 

a t seventeen tons per day and if 
leas 
theY desire to earn a bonus that 
mount must be increased to around 

a . t twenty-four or twenty-six ons per 
day. The price to 'be charged for re
turn trip over the week-end would b<:i 
$1.00. and when you consider that the 
trip is twenty-two miles each way, or 
a total of forty-four miles, it must be 
admitted that the price is reasonable. 
The price in the middle of the week 
would be $1.50 return. Owing to the 
fact that the boat is scheduled to go 
to Portugal Cove on \Yednesday even
ings. it would not be possible to shift 
the middle of the week trip from 
Thursday to Wednesday. 

HO~. JIR. LE"~IS.-l\lr. Chairman. 
I took up the matter of including Sal
mon Cove and Broad Cove in the 
~chedule of the steamer with Mr. Mar
tin of Bell Island and he assured m·e 
that he would be only to willing to 
do anything within reason to make the 
sailings more advantageous to all the 
people working on the Island, but at 
the same time he pointed out the dif
ficulty of landing life-boats at Salmon 
Cove. There will only be four hands 
working before the mast on the 
steamer and if they were to use life
boats it would mean that two of· the 
hands would have to go ashore with 
the boat and leave only two on boarcl, 
which, in case of a storm, would ~ ot 
be sufficient. 

MR .. PlJ)DESTER.-1\'lr. Chairmall. 
there will be no need for the cap~ 
tain to lower any life boats to t:i,ke 
these passengers ashore, and we 
would not expect him to make these 
ports in stormy weather. As I s:i;d 

before, the people from the district 
would know when the 8hip was com
ing and would make arrangements to 
meet her and take the passengers 
ashore. 

.i\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress and asked leave to sit 
again -0n tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it wais ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the House 
re,solvel itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider the Financial 
Clauses of Gas Light Bill. 

J.\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\1r. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speak-er resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had pass
ed the said Financial Clauses with 
some amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Select Committee be instructed 
that these secitions, as passed by the 
Committee, now form part of this Bill 
and that the ,said Com!Jlittee make 
provision accordingly. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prim.e Minister the House 
resolved iself into a Committee of the 
-~Thole to consider the Oils and By
ProduGts Resolutions. 

iVIr. Speaker left the• Chair. 

:\fr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 
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JIR. EJIERSON-~Ir. Chairman, in 
regard to Clause (6) I would like to 
know what is the penalty and damages 
available to the Government for a 
breach of this section of the agree
ment? 

RT. HO~. THE PRIJIE JIINISTER 
-l\Ir. Chairman, I may say that that 
amounts to a declaration of policy of 
past Governments and the present 
Government. 

MR. EJIERSON-:\fr. Chairman, it 
seems all Companies in their agree
men tG say that we are going to give 
you labor against the concessions they 
receive. ~ow it seems to be a pity 
that we cannot be able to avail of the 
services orf the Acting Deputy Minis
ter of Justice to draw up a code 
whereby more binding clauses would 
be inserted and whereby companies 
would be liable if they did not employ 
Xewfoundlanders wherever and when
ever possible. 

RT. HO:X. THE PRllIE JII~ISTER 
-Mr. Chairman, out of that arises a 
multitude of questions. So far as the 
employment of Newfoundlanders at 
Grand Falls is concerned ninety per 
cent are Xewfoundlanders and ninety 
two per cent of our people are em
ployed at Bishop's Falls, I am reliably 
informed. However, I think this mat
ter is and should be covered by our 
Immigration Laws. The situation ls 
tha·t in the past the United States and 
Canada have been superabundantly 
courteous in regard to the free entry 
of our people seeking employment 
there; whilst at the moment there are 
but fiye per cent of the big industries 
in Xewfoundland representative of the 
people of outside countries. Therein 
lies a proble111 that does not neces
sitate being put into original form, 
because if restrictions were placed 
against Canadian and United States 

peo ~· Ie it might have a detrime 
feet upon us in the future, and 
as a Company runs over nib 
cent of Xewfoun·dland born 
think we are doing exceptional 
This can be borne out by the 
of Xewfoundlanders emplo 
Grand Falls, Buchans, Bishop'& 
and other industrial centres ba, 

country. In all of these com 
actiYities they have their own 
and all a Government can d 
keep a continual pressure on 
that the Xewfoundlander will 
done; furthermore, I may add, 
deviate from this course. Was 
authorities may seem fit to put 
restrictions upon us. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOS 

the teTm ninety per cent Ne 
land employees looks better 
really is. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME 
-:\Ir. Chairman, I think, Sir, 
such contracts provide for 
gagement of skilled labor and 
my Hon. triend will find, also, 
be verified by Mr. Earle, 
of Bay Roherts, that the 
developed at Grand Falls to 
de~ree of success that a nu 
young men are in training 
velopment in the United Sta 
the paper making work at 
Brook. I quite agree with the 
tion of my Hon. friend that 
the concessions asked for by 

have made enquiries from 
and P. Company, through Mr. 
a high priced official of that 
with a view to getting inform 
to the production of thei:r pa. 
regards nationality and to 
how ther jobs work out and 
how it can be studied as to 
statistics work out. 
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HO.S. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX
Chairman, I wonder how many 

.Mr. ct· ffi · I h •1·ced Cana ian o cia s ave re-high pl 
d ?\ewfoundlanders at Grand place · · 

Falls a.nd Corner Brook? 

RT. HO~. THE PRIJIE lUINISTER 
~1 Speaker, yes, I think there is 

-·' r. 
o degree of truth in that assertion 

£'Om ... 
in 50 far as those elderly gentlemen 
who have been dismissed have been 
placed on the pensions list. I have 
taken the trouble to enquire from :\Ir. 
Laycock.the :Manager at Grand Falls, 
and he gave me a list of a number of 
elderly gentlemen who have been 
taken off their works and pensioned. 
The company, he informs me, had un
dertaken the work of organization. 
The Company formerly had no com
petition as far as its paper was con
cerned, but now the Company, owing 
to its connection with ~he Canada 
Power and Paper Company, has to 
operate on a competitive basis and it 
is necessary to get the best men pos
sible for the positions of skilled labor. 
Particulars as to the nature of the 
changes will be tabled as soon as re
ceived. 

XR. GREENE-1\Ir. Chairman, ap
ropos to the subject and in favor of 
the suggestion advanced by the Rt. 
Hon. the Prime ::\Iiniister, I may say 
that the Company at Bell Island has 
already started and last year put two 
young men in the ~Iemorial College 
and they.I are now at Dalhousie with 
a view to putting Xewfoundlanders in 
the highest positions in their employ, 
and two more will be sent this year. 
The Company guarantees to pay their 
expenses and give them employment 
during their Summer holidays. In that 
war they hope eventually that all the 
mining men and engineers will be 
Newfoundlanders all. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX
Mr. Chairman, this is an abomination, 

this whole thing. You should get the 
advice of the Government Engineer 
and one or two experts. It would be 
no trouble to drive a horse and car 
through this thing. 

'Ye need the money so badly that 
we cannot afford to be having any 
more free entry. 

RT. HO:X. THE PRL1IE JIIXISTER 
----':\1.r. Chairman, I have asked the 
Acting Deputy l\Iinister of Justice to 
call upon the Government Engineer. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
the said Resolutions with some 
amendment and recommended the in
troduction of a Bill to giYe effect to 
the same. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and the Bill entitled "An 
Act for the Confirmation of a Con
tract between His Excellency the Gov
ernor in Council and the Terra Nova 
Oils ::\Ianufacturing Company, Ltd." 
was introduced and read a first time 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be read a second time presently. 

\\"hereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
I\Unister the Bill entitled "An Act ror 
the Confirmation of a Contract between 
His Excellency the Governor in Council. 
and the Terra Xova Oils ::\lanufactur
ing Company, Limited" was read a 
second time and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole House on tomor
row. 

• Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime l\Tinister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act Respecting Public 
Health and \\.,.elfare" was read a 
second time, and it was ordered that 
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the said Bill be referred to a Com
mittee of the \Vhole House on tomor
rO'W. 

HO:\'. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX
Mr. Speaker, I am sure that this Bill 
has the support, in the main, of the 
members of this House on both sides. 
I may say that health is man's most 
precious possession and we all wish to 
do everything in our power to safe
guard the health of those, who through 
circumstances are not in a position to 
take care of themselves. The scope of 
the Bill in its present form is very 
wide, and it is rather of a prevent
ative than a curative nature. the idea 
I take it being to improve condition:> 
without involving the great cost that 
i~ involved. I would, however, like to 
point out that in its present farm the 
Bill gives rather too much power or 
authority to one man and be would 
have to be a super-man in order to 
carry out the provisions of the Bill. 
Apairt from this and other minor 
amendments I may say that the Bill 
has the support of myself and my 
colleagues though such support is 
qualified in certain respects. 

MR. Pl:DDESTER-l\1r. S!Jeaker, I 
have had the advantage of hearing this 
Bill spoken of for two sessions now, 
and I would like to ask, as regards 
the cost of the administration of the 
Bill, how it will compare with the 
cost of administration of the Public 
Charities previously? 

HON. DR. llIOSDELL-:\1r. Speaker, 
it is indeed rather an awkward time 
to answer 1such a question as it would 
involve going into details and would 
take up a great deal of time. However, 
if the Hon. member wants it I will 
give it to him. The information will of 
course be provided for the Select Com
mittee appointed to go into the Bill. 

JfP... EJIERSON-~Ir. Speaker, I 
think that there are one or two 

a:neudments which might be 
when the matter is referred to • 
ect Committee. The first point I 
like to draw the attention of the 
to is section 5 of the Bill. At 
it consists of twelve members· 

' hoard is too changeable; of the t 
members of the board nine are 
bers of the Executive Council, and 
board, without casting any reft. 
on the present members of 

. Executive, it, I think, too awkwa 
the members to be able to be 
co-o- erate \Yith the other mem 
the board. 

It appears that the Secretary 
Chairman of the Public Ch 
would be members of the board 
I object to that on principle. 
should be permanent appointmen 
it is there is nothing to stop 
Browrigg from standing as a me 
These matters should, I think, be 
side red. 

Another matter which I would 
to draw the a tten ti on of the H 
is what steps is it intended to 
with the ordinary charitable o 
tions existing at present, such 
Child Welfare and Nonia and o 
In the past these societies hav: 
ceived grants from the Govern 
but have also received great SUP 
from the public, who, as we know 
very generous in giving to these 
ganizations. If, however, ft ap 
that the Government is running 
societies, then these public we 
charity will dry up. If, howerer, 
Government is going to merely 
an inspection, then I see no 
why things should not go alo 

'they have with regard to these fn 
tions, which, as we know, have 
a great deal of good. The Public 
fare and Public Charities, are, 
know, very efficient bodies and 
be able to carry out the pro 
the act. 
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ant to order and on motion of pursu 
the i\linister of Posts and T.ale-

Hon. · · 1 d "A A t R -
h the Bill entit e n c e 

graP 5 
. to the Mode of Collection of 

Jating h" 1\I ,, Tax 011 Telegrap IC .l' essage~ 
the · . d "t 

ead a second time an I was 
was r 
ordered tb'lt the said Bill be referred 

Committee of the "\Vhole Hou c:;e to a 
presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of the Hon. Minister 
of P-0sts and Telegraphs, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider the Bill entitled 
"An Act Relating to the :Mode and 
Collection of the Tax on Telegraphic 

Messages. " 

:Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com

mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chai;. 

The Chairman from the Comn•ittee 
reported that they had considered ·~r.e 
matter to them ref erred and had pass
ed the Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third ti1!u.~ 

presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the Minister 
of Posts and Telegraphs the Bill en
titled "An Act Relating to the l\Iode 
Of Collection of the Tax on Tele
graphic Messages" was read a third 
time and passed and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and that it be sent 
to the Legislative Council with a Mes
sage requesting the concurrence of 
that oody in its provisions. 

Hon. l\lr. Lewis presented the Re
PC>rt of the Select Committee appoint
ed to consider the petition of the 
Municipal Council, as follows: 

To The Honorable The House of 
A"i"iembly: 

The Select Committee appointed to 
consider the petition of the St. John's 
Municipal Council has considered the 
matter to it referred and begs to re
port that the petitioner has not com
rlied with the Rules of this House in 
connection with the publication of 
notice of its intention to apply for the 
introduction of this Bill. 

Your Committee, however, recom
mends that the petitioner be excused 
from strict compliance with the Rules 
of the House in this respect, provided 
however, that the petitioner causes 
notice to be published in four con
secutive issues of two Daily :News
papers that this Bill is now before 
this House in the form of a Private 
Bill and that any objections thereto 

· may be forwarded in writing on or be
fore April 20th, 1931 to the Clerk of 
this House, such notice to set out the 
nature and objects of the said Bill. 

Your Committee further begs to re
r.ort that the Rules of this House have 
n·ot been complied with in respect to 
the printing in italics of Section 32 
thereof. 

With the consent of J. O'N. Conroy, 
Esq., City Solicitor, your Committee 
recommends that this section be 
struck out of the Bill. 

Your Committee, therefore, recom
mends that leave be given to introduce 
this Bill with Section 31 stricken 
therefrom. 

(Sgd.) A. J. WALSH, 

J. A. WINTER, 

P. J. LEWIS. 

On motion it was ordered that the 
Bill "An Act to Amend the l\iunicipal 
Act, 1921," be read a second time on 
tomorrow. 
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l\Ir. Speaker informed 
that he had received the 

the Hou~e 

following 
Message from the Legislative Council: 

The Legislative Council acquaints 
the House of Assembly that it accedes 
to the request of the House of As
sembly for the appointment of a Com
mittee of all its members to meet in 
conference with a Committee of all 
the members of the House of Assembly 
in the Assembly Chamber on Tuesday, 
the 14th of April, at 4 o·clock, p.m., to 
discuss the following Resolution: 

"That an humble Address be pre:::;
ented to His :Majesty the King praying 
that he may be graciously pleased to 
cause a l\Ieasure to be laid before the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland to 
give effect to certain Declarations and 
Resolutions set forth in the Rerorts of 
the Imperial Conference holden at 
\\.,.estminster in the years of 1926 and 
1930." 

(Sgd.) l\L P. GIBBS 
President. 

Legislaive Council Chamber, 
April 13th, 1931. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime l\Iinister gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow 
move the House into Committee of 
the \\.,.hole to consider Resolutions in 
Relation to the War Pensions Bonus. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime l\'Iinister gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow 
ask leave to introduce a Bill to Amend 
the Act 20 George V., Chapter 22, en
titled "An Act Relating to the Es
tablishment of a Custom Smelter." 

The l\Iinister of Agriculture and 
:!\Tines gave notice that on tomorrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a Bill 
to Amend the Crown Lands Act. 

It was moved and seconded that 
\Vhen the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow afternoon at three of tne 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accora
ingly. 

TUESD.AY, .Aplil l!th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clo:->k 
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn. 
ment. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister table<! 
a Summary of the Proceedings of the 
Imperial Conference, 1930. 

Mr. Tobin gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. Puddeter gave notice of ques-
ti on. 

Mr. Emerson gave notice of ques-
ti on. 

Mr. Quinton gave notice of qu.a~-

ti on. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime l\Iinister, the 
Rouse resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to consider certain 
Resolutions in Relation to the \Var 
Pension Bonus. 

l.\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\1r. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HO:X. THE PRillE JII:xlSTER. 
-l\1r. Chairman, as I explained on 
yesterday this is a continuation of 
the War Pension Bonus that has been 
paid annually for several years past. 
There is no difference in the effect of 
these resolutions; it is merely a con
tinuation of past practice. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pass-
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etl the said Resolutions Jithout amend
ment and recommended that a Bill be 
introduced to give effect to the same. 

on motion this report was received 
and adopted and the Bill entitled "An 
.Act to Am2nd the \Var Pensions Act, 
l922." was introduced and read a first 
ume. and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be read a second time presently. 

'Yhereupon. with unanimous consent 
and on motion of the Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend the War Pensions Act, 
1922," was read a second time, and it 
ordered that the said Bill be referrP.d 
to a Committee of the \Vhole House 
presently. 

·whereupon, with unanimous con
sent. and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the House resolve<l 
itself into a Committee of the "Whole 
to consider the Bill entitled "An Act 
to Amend the War Pensions Act, 1922'' 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

!\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\1r. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous con
~ent, and on motion of the Rt. Hon. 
the Prime :\Iinister, the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Amend the War Pensions 
Act, 1922," was read a third time, and 
passed, and it 'vas ordered that the 
said Bill be engrossed, being entitled 
as above, and that it be sent to the 

Legislative Council with a :\1essage 
requesting the concurrence of that 
body in its provisions. 

~UR. EJIERSO:X.-l\1r. Speaker, may 
I ask your permission to refer to the 
Colonial Secretary the following ques
tions. I wonder would you mind tak
ing a note of the questions that are 
Gnanswered: Xos. 14, 64, 66, 67, 161, 
162.. I have not gone beyond the order 
paper of April 10th. I realise that 
some of these call for preparation. 

May I call the attention of the At
torney General and Prime Minister to 
:: couple of questions that are unan
swered: Xos. 97 and 92. These are 
addressed to you as :\1inister of Jus
tice, and one addressed to you as 
Prime l\1inister-)lo. 156. Minister of 
Agriculture and l\fines-125. Minister 
of Fisheries-he is not here; Minister 
of Finance and Customs-241. 

JII~ISTER OF .AGRIClJLTrRE .A:XD 
lnl:XES.-Every question asked by 
you has been answered. 

llIR. EllIERSOX.-Xo. 125 has not 
been answered. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of the Minister of 
Agriculture and Mines, the Bill en
titled "An Act to Amend the Crown 
Lands Act" was introduced and read 
a first time, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a second time on 
tomorrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime :\1inister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend the Act 20 George V, 
Chapter 22, entitled 'An Act Relating 
to the Establishment of a Customs 
Smelter,' " was introduced and read a 
first time, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill be read a second time on to
morrow. 
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Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime l\.finister, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider the Bill en
titled "An Act for the Confimation of 
a Contract between His Excellency the 
Governor in Council and the Terra 
Xova Oils Manufacturing Company, 
Limited." 

:\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. ROX. THE PRilUE JIIXISTER. 
- ::.\fr. Chairman, On page 2, sub-sec
tion A, with respect to lighting instal
lation, the suggestion was that the 
word "lighting" was abnormally broad 
and might include lighting fixture3. 
I would suggest the addition of the 
words "not including lighting fixtures 
or bulbs." 

I rather like the draft of the hon
orable Leader of the Opposition; this, 
or slightly amended, would form the 
basis of the concluding clause in all 
the Bills. 

HO:X. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
I think we ought to have a stereotyped 
section for free entries. 

RT. HON. THE PRL'1E JilNISTER. 
-So far as this little thing is con
cerned. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
I think mine will give you the basis, 
reading it over casually with no con
sideration from a legal standpoint, it 
appears to carry out the idea. 

RT. HON. THE PRIJIE MIXISTER. 
-I move that the following words be 
inserted after "lighting installation," 
paragraph A, 'not including lighting 
P.xtures or bulbs." 

The next amendment is of the same 
wording; at the bottom of page 5 of · 
the Schedule and after the words 
"lighting installation," there go in 
the same words "not including lighting 
fixtures or bulbs.'' 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill with some amend
IP ent. 

On motion this report was received 
an 1 adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third t ime 
presently. 

'Vhereupon, with unanimous con
sent, and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act for the Confirmation of a Con
tract between His Excellency the Gov
ernor in Council and the Terra Nova 
Oils :\'lanufacturing Co., Ltd," wa s 
read a third time, and passed, and ·it 
\;as ordered that the said Bill be en
grossed, being entitled as above, a nd 
that it be sent to the Legislative Cuon
cil "\\-ith a Message requesting t he 
concurrence of that body in its p ro
visions. 

Pursuant to notice and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime l\Iinister the 
Bill "An Act Relating to the Memorial 
'C'niversity College, St. John's" was 
read a second time. 

RT. ROX. THE PRIJIE )llXISTEB . 
-M,r. Speaker, this matter is purely 
formal in that it declares that the 
grounds now used and occupied by the 
:\Iemorial University College for the 
site of the building, and its adjacent 
grounds, shall be known as these 
grounds and shall not lbe leased by 
the Department of Public Works. It 
just sets apart these grounds for that 
!?articular purpose. I laid on the 
table yesterday a large plan showing 
the boundaries. 

MR. EMERSO:X.-Does any qucs
eon of title arise? 

RT. HON. THE PRilIE IDXISTER. 
-X o ; there is no question as to the 
title, with the exception of negotia-
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tions ,yhich are pending with respect 
to a small piece of land in the north
east corner. l\Iany years ago it was 
the intention of the Salvation Army 
to build a hospital. They were told 
that they could have that corner for 
their hospital for a nominal rental of 
one dollar a year. They abandoned 
the thing and the Governme:it co
operated with them in connection with 
their hospital on. the site where it 
is now. They have abandoned th~t 

site; the other is much better. The 
Salvation Arm have indicated to me 
their willingness of clearing any point 
in the interest of the situation, but 
this does not affect that aspect at all. 
If it be discovered that there is any 
title vested in them they have ex
pressed very great friendship in co
operating.. I am not sure they have 
a:::tually communicated, but they are 
ir: process of communicating with 
their headquarters in London; but. 
as a matter of fact it is disposed of. 

JIR. E::JIERSON.-:.\Ir. Speaker, if 
these things go on for a number of 
years you can never tell when they 
are going to have a claim. 

I don't intend to speak on this BHl 
directly on the question of the land. 
hut I take it that the wide scope that 
is given to members dealing with a 
Bi!l of this kind justifies me in making 
one or two remarks. 

\Vhat I wish to say has to do en
tirely with this extension which iS 
now proposed. I don't intend to refer 
to the question of policy as to ·whether 
the extension should be made or not, 
but as to the cost or otherwise. 

I understand there are plans sug
gested for the building of an exten
sion to the :\Iemorial University. By 
building the intended extension of 
brick and mortar it will be given an 
appearance similar to the United Col
lege on Le:.\Iarchan t , Road. 

I would like to draw attention to the 
fact that in doing so you are joining 
on a mottled brick addition to a con
crete structure. To build this build
ing separately would not incur a much 
greater expenditure. \\.,.hat I mean is 
the cost of a fourth wall would not 
be very great. In erecting this build-:
ing you ought to erect something of 
which the public will be proud. I 
grant that a brick building has a 
beauty of its kind, but these are two 
c~ifferent kinds of beauty. As a sep
arate building it would be quite cor-
1 ect, and as it is intended to erect 
another building on the eastern side 
of the present structure, then you 
could have a series of !buildings hav
ing different types of architecture, 
but to join the whole together would 
be inartistic, as the concrete building 
which we now have has a certain cold 
<.:haste beauty of its own. 

If we intend raising a university 
which will take at least half a cen
tury to build, then surely we can 
build something really worth while, 
and to connect the intended brick 
building with the present one would 
only be to make it hideous and in
artistic 

Regarding the heating, you may 
say such an idea necessitates another 
heating unit; well it is quite easy to 
run a pipe underground from one 
building to the other. 

RT. HON. THE PRLlIE JIIXISTER. 
-I am much obliged to the honor
able member for his remarks, and I 
shall most certainly convey them to 
the architect. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of the Rt. Hon. the Prime l\.1:inister, 
the Bill entitled "An Act Relating to 
the l\Iemorial University College, St. 
John's" was read a second time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
referred to a Committee of the ·w'hole 
House on tomorrow. 
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The remaining orders of the day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

1rED.XESDAY, April 15t11, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

MR. GODDEX-l\Ir. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
inhabitants of Southern Cove in the 
District of Trinity South on the sub
ject matter of a road. The petition is 
largely signed and the petitioners are 
asking for an allocation for a grant 
of $400 for the purpose of making a 
road to the way station, as at present 
they have to use a pipe line or track 
which is · eleven months of the year 
under water. I do not think, Sir, that 
the request of the petitioners is un
reasonable and I ask that it be re
ferred to the Department to which it 
relates and urge that it be given earn
est and sympathetic consideration. 

JIR. Pll>DESTER-l\Ir. Speaker, I 
beg leave to present a petition from 
the residents of Western Bay Xorth. 
This petition is largely and influential
ly ·Signed. The petitioners ask that the 
Railway Commission put a Flag Sta
tion on the )forth side of \Vestern Bay. 
At present the people of that place are 
handicapned by having to pull all 
their freight to and from a station 
which is a distance of about three 
miles and this. Sir, is a great hand
ship and inconvenience to them. This 
petition is signed by ninety seven of 
the voters of \Yestern Bay North. 

n~ithin the past five or six yearu I 
have interviewed the Railway Man
agement anent this same matter but 
without results and the people are 
now se-eking the consideration of the 
members of the Rous€ of Assembly 
as a last resort in the hope that the 
Rail way Commission will see its way 
clear to adhere to the prayer of this 
petition. The cost will not be very 
much, as all that is needed-they have 
;!!ready a siding and fish plates on 
hand-is a platform. 

RT. HOX. THE PREUE JII~ISTER 
-}Ir. Spe::i ker, would you do me the 
courtesy, Sir, to allow me to read a 
letter from Sir Marmaduke "Winter, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Light & Power Co., Ltd. I ask that 
it be read as if it were a petition, as 
I desire that it be referred to a Select 
Co!11mittee. The letter reads as fol
lows: 

(Reads Letter) 
• I might say, Sir, that the letter 

deals with the :\Iunicipal Bill, which 
is a private Bill at present before the 
House and is a matter for considera
tion of the Select Committee and asks 
that section (54) of the Bill be strick
en out. I. therefore, ask that this let
ter be referred to the Select Commit
tee appointed to deal with the Bill. 

-:\'fr. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 

l\Ir. Quinton gave notice of question. 

On motion of Rt. Hon. the Premier 
the Bill "An Act Respecting Health 
and Public \Velfare" was referred to 
a Select Committee to consist of nine 
members. as follows: Hon. Dr. Barnes, 
Hon. Dr. CampbeII, Hon. Dr. l\Iosdell, 
Hon. :\Ir. Bradley, Hon. l\Ir. Lewis, 
~fr. Hibbs, Mr. Alderdice, :.Mr. Emer
son, :\Ir. Puddester. 
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RT. ROX. THE PRIJIE Jil:XISTER, 
__.::.\Ir. Speaker, I beg to move the Bill 
be ref erred to a Select Committee and 
the Select Committee be the same as 
last year with the addition of the 
mem1oer for Bay de Verde, l\1r. Puddes-

ter. 

There is this point, however, that 
l~nder the rules of the House the num
ber of members of a Select Committee 
is limited to seven, and only under ex
press ruling may this number be ex
ceeded. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
:\Ir. Speaker, regarding the question 
of this Bill, I wish to point out that it 
is rather important, and I think the 
House should go into a Committee of 
the "Thole to consider it. I have no 
objection to the Bill going before a 
Select Committee only I think it is 
wasting time, for among the Committee 
t.here is bound to be a great diversity 
of opinion, and this Bill should come 
before the \\.,.hole House. The Bill is 
a long one, but if we tackled it there 
ic: no reason why the Bill should not 
be taken up section by section. 

R-T. HOX. THE PRLlIE lli:XISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, the idea I had in mind 
was that the Select Committee might 
deal in the main with the Bill. It con
sists of some 700 sections and about 
f-00 of these are non-contentious; 
these could be passed lby the Select 
Committee and the remainder of the 
sections come before the House for 
c:iscussion. 

JIR. PrDDESTER.-Mr. Speaker, I 
don't want to differ, but I don't want 
to lose time on a Select Committee un
less it is going to do effective work. 
This Bill is a very important matter 
and it's above party politics, and I 
want it to be understood that the 
Committee is to rule out anything 
controversial. I want this under-

stood, there should be a full and free 
discussion and the Committee should 
r.ot report on anything or any clause 
rP la ting to extra expenditure. I don't 
want to be present on a Committee 
and present a minority report, and of 
course the opposition can always 
present such a report. If the Com
mittee is solely for the purpose of 
dealing with the non-contentious sec~ 
tion then I'll serve on it. I don't want 
to shirk my duty, but I do want it 
t:nderstood that only on these sub
jects will a report be made. 

There's a feeling about the city just 
at present that this Bill is too elabor
ate and that it involves too much ex
pense for this country with our small 
population of 260,000, and any section 
dealing with such expenditure should 
be debated before the whole House, 
not by a Select Committee. 

~IR. EJIERSOX.-Mr. Speaker, I 
~ope after what has been said that if 
the Select Committee is appointed to 
go into the Bill the House will not ex
pect a report within a fortnight. Any
t1.1ing else would :be only a pious wish 
which could never materialise. The 
011ly way in which the Committee can 
deal with the Bill is to rule out the 
contentious sections and leave such 
sections to be discussed by the whole 
House. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into a Com
rrittee of the Whole to consider the 
Bill entitled "An Act Relating to the 
.l\1 emorial University College, St. 
John's." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\'Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mitte~. 

JIR. BYRXE.-::\Ir. Chairman, I 
would like before this Bill is passed 
to draw the attention of the ~rime 
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:Minister to the fact that in 1927, I 
think, the St. John's Amateur Athletic 
Association were given part of the 
Memorial College grounds bounded as 
follows: On the "\Vest by Parade St., 
on the East by the Police Gardens, 
and on the South by the Road-to Fort 
Townshend." 

These grounds were given the As
sociation after a ~1inu te of Council of 
the Municipality was passed to that 
effect, and were to be used by the As
sociation as a recreation ground and 
athletic field for the young men and 
young women of this City. During 
the years 1928 and 1929 the Council 
did quite a lot of work dumping ma
terial and levelling the grounds out 
and the Athletic Association, thinking 
they were to get these grounds, began 
working and building up a reserve 
fnnd to put the grounds in good con
dition as a playing field. Then a :\Iin
ute of Council was passed by the Gov
ernment, who took the matter out of 
the hands of the Municipal Council and 
then the :\1emorial College work was 
started. I do not wish, ::.\Ir. Chairman, 
to dbject to anyt:tJ_ing that is being 
done for the students of the Memorial 
College, but when you consider that 
the Amateur · Athletic Association ac
cepted these grounds in good faith, I 
clo not think it is either reasonable or 
j:1st that they should be deprived of 
what they considered was their right. 
I feel that if the Association cannot 
at:quire these grounds as their own 
that perhaps some arrangement might 
be made with the Memorial College 
whereby the Athletic Association 
might have the use of the Memorial 
Grounds during the summer months 
while the College was closed. 

RT. HO:X. THE PRLlIE MINISTER. 
-11r. Chairman, I am glad that :\Ir. 
Byrne has brought this matter to the 
attention of the House. Like him, I feel 
that anything we can do for the youth 

cf this City to get them to indulge in 
cu tdoor exercise should be done, but 
I had no knowledge that the Athletic 
Association had been granted this land 
i.Jy the Council, and in speaking from 
memory I think it was discussed at 
lsngth in this House in either 1921 or 
1922. I feel, however, that the point 
\\as very well taken and would like 
to say to :\Ir. Byrne or to anybody in
te:-ested in the Athletic Association 
that perhaps with the co-operation of 
of the City Council and the members 
of St. John's East and West, some a r .. 
rangement might be made whereby 
St. George's Fleld might be conver t ed 
into such a ground. 

::\Ir. Speak er resumed the Chair . 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had pa.s:-;
td the said Bill "\Vithout amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered tlrnt 
the said Bill be read a third ti:ne 
presently. 

\Vhereu:->0n with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
:.\linister the Bill entitled "An Act Re
lating to the Memorial University 
~ollege, St. John's" was read a third 
time and passed, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and that it be sent 
to the Legi,slative Council with a ::\Ies
sage requesting the concurrence of 
that body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Amend the St. 
John's :vrunicipal Act, 1921" was read 
a second time, an'd it was ordered that 
the said Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee, to consist of Hon. ~fr. 

Cashin, Hon. Dr. Campbell, Hon. :\Ir. 
Lewis, l\Ir. Fitzgibbon, lVIr. Alderdice, 
l\Ir. Byrne and ~Ir. Winter. 
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pursuant to order and on motion of 
the :Minister of Agriculture and Mines 
the Bill entitled ''An Act to Amend the 
crown Lands Act" was read a second 
time, and it 'vas ordered that the said 
Bill be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House on tomorrow. 

JIIXISTER OF AGRICULTlJRE & 
JIL~ES-~Ir. Chairman, th:s Bill is 
practically the same as the previous 
one which. however, was found to 
be too ·narrow, particularly with 
regard to the case in connection 
with logging companies who have 
erected buildings for the purpose 
of carrying out logging operations 
and to change the phraseology 
of the se(!tion dealing therewith. 
The second change is in section 2 
which is only to correct an error in 
the 1930 Act. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime :\1inister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Amend the Act 20 
George V., Chapter 22, entitled 'An Act 
Relating to the Establishment of a 
Customs Smelter'" was read a second 
time, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House on tomorrow. 

RT. HO~. THE PRL"lIE :MINISTER 
-There is nothing in this other than 
the extension of the time for an ad
ditional eighteen months and the in
serting of the word "of' in one section 
of the Bill. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

THURSDAY, ...\111 16th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

~IR. PLDDESTER.-:\Ir. Speaker, I 
2sk leave to present a series of peti
tions; I think there are others to fol
low from Trinity Bay, Trinity Bay 
South and Trinity Bay Central. I 
have shown these petitions to the hon
orable. member for Trinity South, Mr. 
Godden. • These petitions have been 
entrusted to me by the Society of 
Fnited Fishermen who are quite 
strong on that side of Trinity Bay. 
I would ask the Clerk to read the 
petition which speaks for itself. 

(Petition read by Clark) 

This petition comes from the people 
of Green's Harbor; there is another 
here in the same words from the 
people of Islington. I understand 
there are 50 to follow. As you have 
heard, they ask the Government to 
vote a sum of money to the owners of 
the coal areas of Hurley's Cove, 
which is, I understand, in the elector
<' 1 district of Trinity South, and with 
U~e money placed at the disposal of 
this Company they could ascertain 
whether coal is there in commercial 
q_uantities. In addition to the ad
vantages that would be derived from 
the expenditure of that money, it 
would give considerable employment 
to the people of that section of the 
country. I present these petitions on 
behalf of the people of the S."G.F. 
and I ask that they be referred to the 
Department of the Colonial Secretary. 

MR. ti')LDE~.-Mr. Speaker, I have 
r:.mch pleasure in supporting the pray
er of these petitions, particularly as 
far as employment is concerned. I un
derstand, however, that the possib
ility of coal in the area indicated has 
been gone into several times in the 
past and there is some difference of 
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opinion as to whether or not coal in 
commercial quantities is to be found 
there. The l\Iinister of Agriculture 
and :\lines is in a position to tell us 
more about this matter. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.-
1\Ir. Speaker, I have much pleasure in 
supporting the prayer of these peti
tions. Anything that tends towards 
profitable and productive employment 
is worthy of our very best attention. 
These men ask no more than they be 

• given a chance to earn their liveli-
hood, to maintain their self-respect. 
and to 'be free from the degradation of 
the dole. For no other reason than to 
give these men honorable, profitable 
employment in the country the prayer 
of these petitions has my hearty sup
port. 

JII:XISTER OF AGRICLLTrRE & 
JU:XES.-lVIr. Speaker, replying to the 
honorable member for Trinity South. 
I have not very much to say about 
the matter. Some years ago, as l\lin
ister of Agriculture and :\lines, I was 
very pleased to learn that a workable 
seam of coal had been discovered at 
Hurley's Cove. Last year, in defer
ence to a very persistent effort on the 
part of the license holders. I sent our 
geologist there, and he gave me such 
a report thereon as to absolutely for
bid any possibility of entertaining ~
hope that coal could be found in the 
locality. He stated the formation there 
''·as such as to forbid the entertain
ment of such hope, and from the 
samples that I saw I am compelled to 
agree with him. I think if anything 
uf a promising character could be dis
covered we would give every atten
tion thereto. 

HOX. JIR. LE,YIS.-~Ir. Speaker, I 
beg leave to present a petition for
warded to yourself from the resi
dents of Colliers and ~Iarysvale ask
ing for a grant for the extension of 
the road extending from the River-

bead of Colliers towards the Branch 
Railway and quite some distance to
wards l\Iaher's. I understand a gap 
exists there of about three miles, and 
it is for the road to this gap that this 
petition asks a grant. That would 
give direct communication with the 
settlement of .Maher's and give the 
people at l\Iaher's communication with 
the main line at Colliers. I would ask 
that this petition be referred to the 
l\Iinister of Public "-'"orks. 

RT. HO:X. THE PRLlIE JIIXISTER 
-:\Ir. Sreaker, some days ago I ex
pressed from my place in this House 
the hope that the various contribu
tions which had been given for the 
relief of suffering occasio!rnd by the 
··Yiking" disaster would be ultimately 
directed to the Permanent Marine 
Di~aster Fund, as I felt that the com
mittee in charge of that organization 
and their staff were best suited to 
handle the situation. I also announced 
that it was my intention to forward 
to the Permanent ::\1arine Disaster 
Fund any contributions which were 
directed to me personally in connec
tion with the Viking disaster. I con
sequently take this opportunity to rea<l 
to the House a communication for
warded today to the President of thf> 
:\farine Disaster Fund covering all 
contributions received by me per<:;on
ally up to this date. 

I al~o desire to read for the in
formation of the House a letter from 
l\Iagistrate Fitzgerald. of Grand Falls. 
.Magistrate Fitzgerald, it will be re
membered, acted very promptly after 
the news of the disaster, and organiz
ed a committee at Grand Falls for the 
purpose of raising a substantial sub
scription, the A. N'. D. Company con
tributing $1,000. 

Prime l\linister's Office, 
April 15th. 1931. 

Dear Sir,-I have the pleasure in 
enclosing you herewith frrn cheques 
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rcpresentin;:; subscriptions to the 
\'ildng Disaster Fund from the follow-

ing: 

furn ess ,.nthy & Co ................. $1,000.00 
The Sarge:1t family .................. 1,000.00 
The Canacii:ln Press ................ 100.00 
nctoria Lodge, ~o. 318, L. 0. 

B. A., Grand Falls ............ 25.03 
Loyal Orange Young Briton 

Assoc., Grand Falls ........ 5.00 

The cheques which have been made 
out to me personally I have endorsed 
to the order of the P. l\.I. D. F. 

Yours faithfully, 

in forwar"<ling the petition, writes as 
follows: (Reads letter from Stipendiary 
l\Ia'gistrate at Corner Brook.) I ask that 
this petition be received and referred 
to the Aeting Deputy l\Iinister of Jus
tice for investigation. 

JIIXISTER O:F PVBLIC 1YORKS-
1\Ir. Speaker, I wish to present a 
petition from the staff of the Peni
ten tiar:r asking fm.· an increase in 
salary. The petition is rather short: 

(Reads Petition) 

For the information of the House 
I might read the salaries which those 

(Sgd.) Richard A. Squires. gentlemen receive. They maintain that 
The President, they are the hardest worked and poor-

Permanent l\.larine Disasters Fund, 
City. 

Grand Falls, 
April 9th, 1931. 

The Rt. Hon. Sir. R. A. Squires, P.C., 
K.C.).I.G., etc., St. John's. 

Dear Sir Richard,-I have made 
some progress with the collection to
wards the Viking Disaster Fund and 
hope to remit a first installment of 
two thousand dollars within the next 
few days. 

The consensus of opm10n here is 
that this money be forwarded to the 
P. l\I. D. F., and I will act accordingly. 

'Vith kind regards, 

Yours very truly, 
(Sgd.) H. F. Fitzgerald. 

RT. HOX. THE PRIJIE JIL~ISTER 
-~Ir. Speaker, may I be permitted to 
present a petition from the residents 
of Cox's Cove, Grate's Cove and vicin
ity in the matter of the cutting of 
pulp wood on the three mile limit 
within their territory. This petition 
was forwarded to me by the Stipend
iary Magistrate at Corner Brook, who. 

est paid in the Civil Service. 

JIR. EJIERSON-Do they get any 
diet? 

JIIl\'"ISTER OF Pl:BLIC lYORKS
They do. 

RT. HON. THE PRlilIE MI~ISTER 
-::.\Ir. Speaker, I would take this op
portunity to say that the scale of pay
ment for wardens of the penitentiary 
is far below the scale of payment for 
men of like standing, like e·ducation 
and like dependability in other 
•branches of the service. The standa1rd 
of efficiency, business and standard o! 
dependability has to be particularly 
high in connection with wardencv in 
that institution. The standard of ac
curacy of thought and decision has to 
be higher than that required for those 
in the ordinary occupations of life. 
The fact that the institution must be 
regarded as underpaid is evidenced to 
me by the fact that while, I do not 
suppose there was less than one hun
dred applicants for positions in each 
department in the Island of Xewfound
land, I do not know of one single case 
in which anyone has come to apply 
for a job as a warden in the Peni
tentiary. 
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Rt. Hon. the Prime l\Iinister gave 
notice that he woul(l on tomor·row ask 
leave to introduce a Bill Respecting 
the appointment of Abrital A\vards. 

l\Ir. Puddester gave notice· of ques
tion. 

l\Ir. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime IVIinister tabled 
Statement of Fire Losses to December 
31st, 1930. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
l\Ir. Greene the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the 'Vhole to 
consider certain Resolutions relating 
to a Passenger Service for Conception 
Bay. 

l\:lr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HON. llIR. LElrIS-Mr. Chairman. on 
the last day the Resolutions were up 
for discussion there were two clam~es 
left open for the purpose of my getting 
in communication with the owners of 
the ship in relation to the request of 
Mr. Puddester, member for Bay de 
Yerde, asking that Salmon Cove and 
Broaa Cove be included in the 
schedule. I may say that I have com
municated with Messrs. Martin and 
Neal and they say that, under no cir
cumstances, do they agree to have 
Salmon Cove and Broad Cove included 
as ports of call on week end trips; 
hut they are willing to make Salmon 
Cove a port of call provided proper 
wharfing and berthing conditions are 
available. They say that they are not 
prepared to accept the responsibility 
of ha.ndling passengers on that shore 
in boats, as that is something that is 
not covered in the tender when the 
contract was applied for. 

~IR. PUDDESTER-::\fr. Chairman. I 
might say that I am unable to give 
any such underaking as to a wharf at 

Salmon Cove. As reg2r ::s landing 
facilities at Broad Cove, there is not 
much need for the extension of the 
wharf there. I am very sorry that the 
principals of the Company who have 
tendered for this service have not 
seen u~eir way clear to i~clude Broad 
Cove in the ship's schedule because 
steamers have landed on that shore 
before l\Ia.rtin and Neal were born. In 
the past it was al ways deemed a 
pleasure for captains of steamers to 
land there and I do not see how it is 
that people in this generation C3.nnot 
do what our forefathers did. In former 
years the S. S. Ethie landed there, 
without accident, and I fail to see the 
difficulty of landing there now. The 
calling of the boat would have been a 
great convenience to the people of 
Broad Cove, Blackhead, Korthern B:iy 

and of other places along that shore. 
particularly to those people who work 
at Bell Islan'd and who would like to 
spend Sundays with their families; 
but. now with the added expense of a 
motor ca,r tril) from Carbonear on 
Saturdays to their homes and back to 
Carbonear again on Monday mornings 
the expense \vould be too great to in
cur, especially at the present time 
\Vhen the men are working on only 
half time. However, I have done my 
best and the responsibility rests upon 
the Government who are making the 
contract and are paying the contract
ors a pretty good subsidy of twelve 
thousand dollars a year at the expense 
of the people of this country. 

HO~. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO~
Mr. Chairman, I would suggest that 
the Committee rise for the purnose of 
having the Hon. introducer of the Re
solutions make another effort with a 
Yiew to having the suggestion of the 
Hon. member for Bay de Verde com
plied with. 

ROX. JIR. LElYIS-~1r. Chairman, I 
wish to point out tha:t on several oc-
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casi-0ns since the Hon. member for 
BaY de Verde brought up this matter 
r have been in communication with 
the promoters of this subject and it 
seems that it is impossible to get any 
further. They do not want to take the 
chance of landing passengers in boats, 
ec:pecially in darkness and when a 
number of people want to get off at 
the same time when the ship gets in. 

l\1r. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
rei:orted that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
the said Res'olutions ·with some 
amendment and recommended the in
troduction of a Bill to give effect to 
the same. 

RT. HON. THE PRilUE llll~ISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, is there any objection 
to our disposing of this Bill now or 
will we let it stand over? 

HOX. IJEADEE OF OPPOSITIO~
:\Ir. Speaker, we would still like to 
take up that question regarding the 
boat calling at Salmon Cove, but it 
is all right to have the second rea'ding 
isn't it? 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and the Bill entitled "An 
Act in Relation to a Contract for a 
::.\fail and Passenger Service upon Con
ception Bay" was introduced and read 
a first time, a.nd it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a second time 
presently. 

\\Thereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Mr. Greene the Bill 
entitled "An Act in Relation to a Con
tract for a l\Iail and Passenger Service 
upon Conception Bay" was read a 
second time, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole Honse on tomor
TOW. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
the Minister of Agriculture and l\1ines, 
the House resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the Whole to consider the 
Bill entitle'd "..:\:n Act to Amend the 
Crown Lands Act." 

1\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HO~. THE PRDIE ~!BISTER 
-:\'Ir. Chairman, with the concurrence 
of the Minister of Agriculture and 
l\Iines, I would like to explain a few 
phases of this Bill. It is purely 
technical and does not affect policy. 
t c; regards to section 1 the words 
"wood-working establishment" was 
not thought broad enough and might 
not fully cover activities of this sort 
so the words 'or other industrial es
tablishments' were added. With regard 
to section 2, in the sub-sections of 
sections 2 the wor'ds 'licensee & 
license holder' appeared fifty or a 
hundred times in the old Act and so 
the words 'permit holders' were in
serted as it was thought that this 
would be a great deal more accurate. 
"\\'"'hen the Bill came from the printers 
it was found that in two cases the 
words 'license holder' appeared in two 
places and this has been corrected by 
the words 'permit holder.' With re
gard to section 1 there was some doubt 
as to whether or not the Governor in 
Council had power to give a lease for 
the er'ection of a shack or bunk house. 
It was argued thait when logging was 
carried on, or logs were being driven 
down the river, an ordinary individual 
would accept this term but there was 
some technical point raised by some 
Solicitor and the wor'ds 'other indus
trial establishments were inserted. As 
regards section 3, section 163 of the 
old Act is practically cut out and re
pealed. Some solicitors suggested that 
there was a doubt as to whether the 
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Governor in Council had the power to 

car,ry on licenses, etc., and so that 

there would be ·no doubt it was chang

ed accordingly. 

HOY. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO~
).Ir. Chairman, with reference to the 
drivin'g of logs, I don't know if this is 
directly in connection with this Bill 
but I would like to say that very often 
logs are driven down rivers when the 
salmon are coming up. I don't know 
if that comes under the jurisdiction of 
the Agriculture and Mines Depart
ment, or under the Department of 
Marine and Fisheries; but this practise 
is very detrimental to the salmon fish
ery and is a great hardship on sports
men it they go to a place where the 
fishing is good and they find the river 
choked up with logs. I think that there 
shoul'd be some rule about it, if ne
cessary for each river and that no 
logs should be driven down after a 
certain date. I understand that in the 
Corner Brook section the rules for 
the preservation of salmon are being 
violated by the International Power 
and Paper Company. I don't know 
under whose control this matter 
comes but I think that steps should be 
taken to prevent logs being driven 
down when the salmon are coming up. 

:MINISTER OF AGRICL"LTURE & 
JIINES-<Mr. Chairman, this matter of 
which I\1r. Alderdice spoke does not 
come under the jurisdiction of the De
partment of Agriculture and Mines. I 
would like to say that every mill own
er desires to get his drive down at an 
early date, and the logs are in the 
river when the salmon strike the river 
early in June, the drive is in before 
they start to enter. There are also 
certain mills where they keep a cer
tain quantity on hand in connection 

. with their operations and use them as 
they need them. Last year we issnecl 

instructions to these mill owner .. 1 to 
get logs clear and it was immediately 
rectified. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had conside1 ed the 
matter to them referred, and had pass
ed the said Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, an·d it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time pres
ently. 

Whereupon with unai;imous consent 
and on motion of the Minister of Ag
riculture and I\lines, the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Amend the Crown Lands 
Act" was read a third time, and pass
ed, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be engrossed, being entitled as 
above, and that it be sent to the Le
gislative Council with a Message re
questing the concurrence of that body 
in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime :VIinister the Houm~ 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
"\\'bole to consider the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Amend the Act 20 George 
V., Chapter 22 entitled "An Act Re
lating to the Establishment of a Cus
toms Smelter.' " 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

!.\ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Si;:eaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had pass
ed the said Bill without amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time pres
€ntly. 
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\\"'hereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
~linister th'e Bill entitled "An Act tu 
Amend the Act 20 George V., Chapter 
22, entitled 'An Act Relating to the 
Establishment of a Customs Smelter' " 
was read a third time and passed, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 

. engrossed, being entitled as above, 
and that it be sent to the Legislative 
council with a Message requesting the 
concurrenoe of that body in its pro
visions. 

RT. HOX. THE PRIJIE MINISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, I would like to move 
the House into a Committee of the 
\Vhole on the Bill "An Act to Provide 
for the Creation of a Pulblic Utilities 
Commission and for the Investigation 
of Prices and Rates Charged to the 
Public." Personally I don't think 
there is anything at all debatable in 
the Bill, but, if the membeDs wish, it 
can stand over till tomorrow . . 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
:\'Ir. Speaker, I think this order ought 
be removec"! from the Order Paper al-
10gether. I consider it antiquated. 
I agree where monopolies exist they 
stand in need of some kind of con
trol. The fact that prices have gone 
down lately, I think, is due more to 
moral suasion than to any compul
sion of this sort. 

The remaining Orders of the D&.y 
were deferred. 

It was moved an seconded that whe.a 
the House rises it adjourn until Tues
day afternoon next, the 21st instant, 
at three of the clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

TUESDAY, April 21st, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn

. ment. 

lIR. BROWX-:\'Ir. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
inhabitants of Durrell's Arm, Farm
ers Arm, Jenkins Cove, Sandy Cove 
and Burnt Island, in the district of 
Twillingate, asking that no person be 
permitted to fish until after the 20th 
of October of any yeaT in the water 
surrounding Spiller's Island. For 
years past the fishermen have set 
trawls, cod traps amd other fishing 
gear and the petitioners pray that this 
in future be prohibited. The petition 
is signed by som1e 200 of the residents 
of the aforementioned places and in 
asking that this petition be referred 
to the Department to which it belongs, 
I hope that this petition does not die 
the death of so many petitions and I 
hope thaJt the Government will take 
steps to effect the prayer of this 
petition. I give the petition my 
heartiest support. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY
M<r. Speaker, I beg le.ave to present 
two peUtions from the residents of 
the district of Harbor Grace. 

The first is from the resid·ents of 
the town of Harbor Grace asking that 
a sum of money be allocated for the 
purpose of reconditioning the roads 
of the north boundary of Harbor 
Grace. 

The second is from the residents of 
Bryant's Cove in the district of Harbor 
Grace praying for the sum of $5,000 
for the purpose of cutting a passage
way to the present road. 

I beg that these petitions be re
ferred to the Departments to which 
they belong. 

MR. PlmDESTER-Mr. Speaker, I 
have been asked by the residents of 
the district of Harbor Grace to sup
port the prayer of rt.his petition, made 
by the Colonial Secretary, and I give 
the petition my heaTtiest support. 
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JIR. SKA~ES-l\Ir. Speaker, I have 
been asked by the inhabitants of 
Bonne Bay in the District of St. 
Barbe to present a petition to this 
House dealing with the l\Iail Ferry 
Service and asking that same be made 
a daily one as far as Lomond. I shall 
now read the petition section by sec
tion. 

(reads) 

l\Ir. Speaker, I would like to point 
out to you and to the ::\Iinister of 
Public Works the serious condition 
that exists at present. I know that 
people coming up the coast 30 or 40 
miles have to wait sometimes two or 
thre€ days or hire a boat at their 
own expense to get to Lomond, and in 
consideration of this I wish to give 
the petition my hearty support and 
rray that it be presented to the de
partment to which it refers. 

Hon. Minister of . Posts and Tele
graphs tabled the Annual Report of 
that Department. 

Hon. the :Minister of Finance and 
Customs presented the Report of the 
Select Committee on the St. John's 
Gas Light Bill, as follows: 

l1e1>0rt oi Select Committee on St. 
John's Gas Light Con1pany BUI: 

\Ve beg to report that we have con
s:dered the above Bill and recommend 
the following changes in Section 6: 

'"Two"in place of "five"; comma 
after word "taxes" and small '~a" in 
following word, and after word "its" 
a cld "trunk pipe line distribution sys
tem." 

(Sgd.) P. J. CASHIN 

ALEX. CAMPBELL 

F. C. ALDERDICE 

• JOSEPH FITZGIBBON 

G. C. BYRXE 

On motion this Report was recet 
and it was ordered that the said 
port be referred to a Committee 
the Whole House presently. 

\\rhereupon the House resolved 
self into a Committee of th€ Whole 
consider the Bill entitled "An Act 
Amend the Act 59 Victoria, Chap 
39, entitled 'An Act to Incorporate 
Comp.any under the style and title 
the St. John's Gas Light Company." 

:Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

1\lr. Smith took the Chair of 
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committe 
r~ported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and ha 
passed the said Bill with some amend 
ment. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third 
presently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous 
sent, the Bill entitled "An 
Amend the Act 59 Victoria, Chapter 
39, entitled 'An Act to Incorporate a 
Company under the style and title of 
the St. John's Gas Light Company,',. 
was read a third time, and passed, 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be engrossed, 'being entitled as above, 
• 
and that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a Message requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro
Yisions. 

Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Customs gave notice that he would 
on tomorrow move the House into 
Committee of the Whole on "\Vays and 
i\Ieans. 

Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Customs gave notice that he would 
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tomorrow move the House into 
c;n h ·d 'ommittee of t e Whole to cons1 er 
~ertain Resolutions for the raising of 

Loan on the Credit of the Colony. a 

JIOX. 3IlXISTER OF FINANCE A~D 
crST03IS.-~fr. Speaker, I move that 
this order be deferred and for the in
formation of the House I would say 
that the Estimates will be all ready 
tomorrow; they are coming from the 
printers this afternoon and they will 
be corrected and ready tomorrow. 

JIR. Pr.DDESTER.-Mr. Speaker, I 
notic0'l that the l\Iinister gave a mo
tion just now that he will move the 
House into '"'\\"ays and J'vfeans' tomor
row. Does he intend to go on with 
this before Supply or does he intend, 
a:: he so often advocated himself, 
C.oes he intend to run the two concur
rently. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINA...~CE ~"]) 
CrSTOJIS.-I hope to have my Bud
get ready by Friday. 

JlR. E)IERSON.-:\1r. Speaker, be
fore the House proceeds with the Or
ders of the Day, I beg leave to move 
that this House adjourn to discuss a 
matter of grave and urgent public 
importance, that is, the question of 
supplies for the fisheries. I think that 
it is realized by every member of this 
House that this is a matter, at the 
vresent time, undoubtedly grave and 
urgent and should be dealt with at 
the earliest possible moment. I think 
also, sir, that it is realised that this 
is a matter that should be dealt with 
entirely apart from politics. There 
will lbe no charges against the Gov
ernment for neglect, if there has been 
neglect, and the House should have an 
or,.porunity of discussing this matter 
in a non-partisan manner. This is a 
matter of extreme gravity and ex
treme urgency and it should be con
~idered without regard to political 
results. I think I will express my 

views by laying down certain axiom
atic facts for your consideration. In 
the first place, in last year's fishery 
the fishermen lost considerable money, 
the fishery_ was poor owing to the 
weather, and the quantity of fish was 
small owing to circumstances over 
which we had no control. Following 
that, the merchants who supplied the 
fishermen suffered severe losses. 

.. 
These facts were known and real-

ized and it is the results that we have 
now to consider. Upon the fishermen 
the result is that they have no money. 
I had a number of fishermen in my 
d~strict last year who had no money 
to start the fishery and I had consid
erable difficulty in obtaining supplies 
for them. These men caught no fish 
and today are in dire straits. The 
men who had a little money got their 
supp lies and caught no fish, and this 
year they have no money to start the 
fishery. That is the condition of af
fairs in the fisheries. 

We on this side of the House are 
supposed to be the "blue bloods." We 
are supposed to be the µierchants' 
party. We have not the President of 
the Fishermen's Protective· Union in 
our party, and there are several other 
ft~h merchants who are not in our 
party, but we are supposed to be the 
merchants' party; so now let us con
sider what happened to the merchants 
pa.rty last year. The market broke on 
them and they lost considerable 
money, with the result that today they 
are limiting supplies and what is 
more, good accounts are limited. 
There is a very serious curtailment 
in giving out supplies even to men 
whose honesty and integrity and 
standing were always unquestioned. 

That is the condition that exists to
day, and I bring this matter up so 
that the House can consider what is 
going to happen if that matter which 
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ii:: foreshadowed continues, and what 
is the remedy. There are certain as
pects of this situation tha\; I think 
E:-very member should agree to. First. 
the Government should not gua1·3ntee 
supplies if it can be avoided at all; if 
the Government guarantees supplies 
it will surely result in a traged•T of 
the worst kind. I am absolutely 
against it. I think that it is only 
justified . under conditions di:er than 
those that exist today and I '!1.ope that 
the Government will not be prassed to 
that extent, and I further hop~ that 
the Government will not guarante3 the 
price of fish. 

These guarantees cost the Govern
ment a very substantial sum of money, 
which we can ill afford, and this 
i:;hould be only brought about by con
ditions of very grave nature if the 
Government guarantees supplies or 
the price of fish. I take it that mem
bers of this House can speak on these 
subjects mainly in connection with 
those districts which they are fami
liar with. If the Government does not 
do something about this matter they 
'"ill have tp do something the way of 
dole and this will cost a very large 
sum of money. 

I discussed this matter with the 
Relieving Officers, several small mer
chants and the fishermen of my dis
trict, and in one settlement with peo
ple not directly interested at all, and 
tl:!e uniform advice is that they said 
that if you give the fishermen, now, 
three weeks work on the Highroads 
or ::.\1arine Works you will get some 
iesu.ts. They would g1et, roughly, 
$50.00 each, at $2.50 per day. With 
this $50.00 they could get $100.00 
v.Torth of supplies; they would get 
$50.00 credit. If this is not done they 
will get no credit at all, and it must 
be done promptly or it will be too 
late. That is the only solution I see 
bc::fore me. This would cost, in my 

district, $40,000.00. If you d 
~pend $40,000.00 in this ·way in t 
next few weeks, you will have 
spend $40.000.00 later on in reUet 

Whether those conditions exist 
other districts I don't know, but 
realize that this is a matter of g 
import~nce ·and urgency. If this 
ter is let slide until ten days or a f 
night before the fishery starts 1t 
l;e too late, because you won't be ab 
to get your organization ready to d 
vrith it in time. I pledge my WO 

that it is the only solution I see in 
district. The small outport merch 
who supply the men for the flshe 
say that if the men have $50.00 
will get $50.00 credit; the membe 
know what that means. It m 
that they will be fully supplied; b 
it the men come to these merchan 
with nothing, they will get noth 
because the St~ John's merchants 
give these outport merchants not 

This is a 
and I make no apology for re pea 
it so often, of extreme urgency 
grave importance, and I say that if 
is not dealt with at once it will be 
late. What is the Government go 
to do .about it? I think that the a 
ernment should make some decla 
tion as to what they intend to do 
the coming season, ?.!ld, if at all p 
Eible, to avoid guaranteeing suppli 
or the price of fish which will o 
cost the country a good deal of mo 
which we can ill afford. 

There is just another 
I would like to mention prior to 
motion of adjournment on this p~l 
r.nd that is, that I am speaking on t 
matter not as the spokesman of 
Opposition party. but on my own, In 
purely personal capacity. I may ha 
mentioned this matter casually to 
:members of this side of the Ho 
but if there is any other aspect 
this question to be raised by 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 231 

f either the Government or the 
bers o ·t·on they should be referred to CppOSl 1 

me personally. 

no:s. LEADER OF OPPOSIT~O:N.
l\fr. Speaker, r wish to concur with the 
· - arks made lby the honorable mem-
rem t . h. d' 

fo .. Placentia Eas m is iscus-uer 1 

. of this matter and I wish to say s1on . . 
rhat 1 think that a matter of this im-
ortance should be kept away from 

r tv politics and be discussed with par . 
impartiality. I think that through all 
he dark clouds I see a ray of light, 

t . 
end that is in the form of the Fishery 
Report. In Norway the catch up to 
date is only 60 per cent of last year. 
';he Icelandic report shows their 
eat ch very short of last year, while 
tLe report from Lunenburg shows the 
cfltch at only 50 per cent of last 

y&ar. If the ordinary law of supply 
and demand is to apply the coming 
vear ought to be a good one in this 
~ou~try, as our catch of fish should 
te a small one, but the merchants 
c:.ught to be able to market it at a 
rrice that would be favorable and re
munerative to the- fishermen, mer 
chants and the country in general. 

As I have said in this House before, 
Xewfoundland is invariably the last 
country of the world to suffer hard 
times and the first to feel the bene
ficial results of good times. The 
problem to be faced at the present 
moment is that of getting the men 
bUpplied for the fishery, and it is be
yond me how it is to /be done. But 
one thing is certain and that is, to 
catch fish men must be able to get 
their gear in the water. I want to as
sure the Prime l\Iinister that anything 
the m€mbrie~ dn 'thig side of ]the 
House can do to help relieve the situ
Ption they will be only too glad to do. 

RT. HOX. THE PRillE ID~ISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, the problem so brought 
Up by the honorable member for Pla-

• 

centia East and by the Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition is one that has been 
engaging the attention of the mem
bers of this Chamber for the past 
three weeks and has been looked up
on as a matter not merely affecting 
us as members of this House, but as 
representatives of districts where the 
fishery is the sole support of the in
ha!bitants. I wish to thank the Leader 
of the Opposition and the member for 
Placentia East for the manner in 
which they have expressed themselves 
concerning this all-important sub
ject. During the discussions on this 
matter it was found that it was one 
that had to be gone into from many 
angles and one that required deep 
consideration as no two districts were 
similarly situated, and what, for ex
ample, might be admirably suitable for 
Mr. Emerson's district of Placentia 
East might not be at all suitable for 
the district of White Bay. I heartily 
agree and concur with the remarks 
made by the honorable gentlemen re
garding their attitude towards the 
guaranteeing of supplies and the guar
anteeing_ of the price of fish, and I 
think that extreme hesitancy should 
be applied before such a step is taken. 
X ewf oundland has had experiences of 
this· before and in many cases though 
the supplies were given and received 
in absolute good faith the people were 
UP.able, through poor fisheries, to pay 
for the supplies and the whole mat
ter was generally unsatisfactory to 
the fishermen, merchants and govern
ment, and I feel that this should only 
be resorted to as a last effort. The 
l:>Uggestion as offered by Mr. Emerson 
'.\'as an admiraible one for one section 
of the country, but might not be at all 
applicable to other sections. 

I feel that the question of outfitting 
and supplying for the fishery is one 

. that should be kept out of party poli
tics and the policy should be that the 
welfare of the people is not a matter 
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for Liberals or Tories, for Government 
c:r Opposition, but one that should 
have the united efforts of all to help 
solve the problem. 

It was only this morning that I 
had a lengthy conference with mem
bei.1; of the party on the same subject 
and I want, on behalf of this cham
ber, to thank the Leader of the Oppo
sition and l\Ir. Emerson for the man
ner in which. they dealt with a sub
Ject that is at present engaging the 
attention of the l\Iinisters of the Gov
ernment. 

move that a clause be inserted in the 
Bill to have the steamer equipped with 
a searchlight, which would be a pro
tection for the ship and particularly 
ior the passengers in thick and foggy 
weather. 

MR. GREEXE.-l\lr. Chairman. I beg 
to support the suggestion of the hon
orable member for Twillingate. 

MR. BENNETT.-l\1r. Chairman, I 
would like to know if anything has 
been done with respect to providing 
the steamtff with a wireless set? 

ROX. JIR. LKlYIS.-Xo; it is not 
MR. EMERSON.-Mr. Speaker, in considered necessary. 

order to facilitate business I wish to 
withdraw my motion for adjournment. l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

l\lr. Puddester gave notice of ques-
ti on. 

l\lr. Byrne gave notice of question. 

l\lr. Quinton gave notice of ques
tion. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed , and on motion of Rt. Hon the 
Prime 1\linister, the Bill "An Act Re
specting the Enforcement of Arbitral 
Awards," was introduced and read a 
first time, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill · be read a second time on 
tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of l\1r. Greene, the House resolved it
self into a Committe of the Whole to 
consider the Bill entitled "An Act in 
Relation to a Contract for Mail and 
Passenger Service upon Conception 
Bay.'' 

l\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, and had 
passed the said Bill with some amend-
ment. 

, 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous con
sent, and on motion of Mr. Greene, 
the Bill entitled "An Act in Relation 
to a Contract for Mail and Passenger 
Service upon Co~ception Bay" was 
read a third time, and passed, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be en
grossed, being entitled as above, and 
that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a :Message requesting 
the concurrence of that body in its 
provisions. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

· l\lr. Speaker informed the House lVIr. Smith took the Chair of Com-
mittee. 

MR. BBO"\VN.-~1r Chairman, as the 
boat does not carry a searchlight, I 

• 

that he had received a message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
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, t for the Prevention of Fraud in .• c 
~ nnection with the Sale of Secur-..,o 
Hies." without amendment. 

l\fr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a message from 
the Leg~3lative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
. .\ct to Amend the Act 21 George V, 
Chapter 14 (Summary Jurisdiction 
. .\ct 1930), without amendment. 

l\Ir. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a message from 
the Leg~Jslative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
~ict to Amend the Act 20 George V, 
Chapter 3, entitled 'An Act Authorizing 
the Governor in Council to enter in
to a Contract with the American Tele
phone and Telegraph Company"' with 
some amendments, in which it re
quests the concurrence of the House 
cf Assembly. 

On motion the said amendments 
were read a first time and, with un
animous consent, a second time, and 
passed, and it was ordered that a 
~Iessage be sent to the Legislative 
Council acquainting that body that 
the said amendments had passed with
out amendment. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

1YED:NESDAY, April 22, 1931. 

JIR. GREE:XE.-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
residents of Beach Hill, East End, and 
front sections of Bell Island, concern
ing a lane known as Squires Lane, 
that same be turned into a proper 
highroad. This road leads to the agri
cultural part of the Island, and it is 
essential that there be made there a 
road that would be suitable for traffic 
that necessarily passes over it . In 
past years the Highroads Commission 
has had control of the other roads on 
Bell Island, and this spring the High
roads engineer examined this road 
and approved of the recommendation 
that this road should be taken over 
by the Highroads Commission. I 
therefore ask that this petition be re
ceived by the House and be referred 
to the Department to which it relates. 

MR. E:llERSO"X.-Mr. Speaker, with 
the concurrence of my honorable 
friend from St. Mary's, Mr. Bindon, I 
beg to present a petition from the 
people of South East Arm, Placentia, 
::i sking that provision be made for a 
ferry service from South East to Pla
centia on Sundays and holydays. This 
petition is signed by practically every
body in that place and I ask that the 
Government make some arrangement 
whereroy the ferry boat may go up at 
the necessary times so that the people 
may attend services. I have much 
pleasure in supporting this petition 
C1 nd ask that it be referred to the De
partment to which it relates. 

llIR. BIXDOX.-Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to support this petition introduced by 
my honorable friend, the member for 
Placentia East, Mr. Emerson. In the 
old contract a clause was put in 
whereby the boat would call at Dun
ville and bring the people to church, 
and it was found impossible to call at 

The House met at three of the South East Arm. It now appears that 
dock in the afternoon, pursuant to a man can be got at South East who 
adjournment. will undertake this service for $100.00 
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for the season, and this would be a 
very good idea. As things are now 
the people have to travel five miles to 
and from church and they are not able 
to afford carriages or motor cars. I 
often saw them tramping down there, 
and it is a great hardship in summer. 
These people are kicking because 
Dunville was included and they were 
left out. I have great pleasure, Sir, 
in giving this petition my heartiest 
support. 

ltIR. PlJDDESTER.-:\Ir. Speaker, 
tefore we leave this Order I would 
like to interrogate the Colonial Secre
tary, with your permission, Sir, and 
draw his attention to question No. 122, 
which ne has not answered yet. I no
tice that in regard to this amount of 
$125,..40'0.00 there is a discrepancy of 
$17 ,000.00. I would like to ask him to 
ascertain whether that amount is still 
on hand and is still unspent. 

HOX. COLONIAL SECRETARY
! will have the answer prepared. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave 
notice that he would on tomorrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend the Criminal Law." 

Mr. Byrne gave notice of question. 

Mr. Tobin gave notice of question. 

-:\Ir. Bennett gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Puddester gave notice of ques-
tion: 

Hon. the Leader of the Opposition 
gave notice of question. 

Pursuant to notice and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on Supply. 

l\lr. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
mater to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave t o sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received' 
and. adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion 
of Hon. the :Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself in
to a Committee of the Whole on \\rays 
and Means. 

l\:1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

~'Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HO:V. JIIXISTER OF Fh"XA~CE & 
C'CSTOJIS-l\1r. Speaker, I move that 
this House do now resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole on vVays 
and l\ieans, in order that I may pres
ent thereto the annual review of the 
public finances of ::-.J'ewfoundland. 

Mr. Chairman, in rising to perform 
the duty of presenting this, my third, 
Budget Speech, it is my pleasing 
privilege to be able to congratulate 
the Legislature and the people of the 
country generally upon the un
exampled condition ot prosperity 
which our Colony enjoyed during the 
fiscal year 1929-30. 

\\"hen twelve months ago I present
ed my second Budget it was my for
tunate position to invite you to re
joice in the fact that the fiscal year 
1929-30 would show the accounts of 
the Colony squared and a small sur
plus shown to our credit. My forecast 
at that period has not only been at
tained, but, it is gratifying to know 
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that the Revenue of the Colony for 
that fiscal year was the largest in t:he 
history of Responsible Government. 

The Budget, as heretofore, is divided 
into three periods. Firstly, the period 
which ende.d on June 30, 1930; second
ly, the period which will end on June 
30th, 1931, or what we term the cur
rent year; and thirdly, the prospects 
for the year 1931-32. 

Let us take each fiscal period con

secutively. 

I, therefore, first present to you the 
results in the form of Revenue and 
Expenditure concerning the year 
which ended on June 30th, 1930. That 
year's business, when the accounts 
were closed on June 30th last, dis
closed to the public the following 
actual condition: 

Estimated Revenue .......... $11,470,544.41 
Actual Revenue ................ 11,579,214.96 

Estimated Expen.diture .... $11,461,773.15 
Actual Expenditure .......... 11,434,312.95 

Expenditure under Es-
timate ........................... $ 27,460.20 

You will recollect nhat in my last 

Budget Speech I estimated a Surplus 

of $8, 771.26, therefore, by adding the 

increase in Revenue of $108,670.55 

plus the decrease in expenditure of 

$27,460.20 to that estimated surplus, 

the result is a surplus of $144,902.01, 

or an increase in surplus over the es

timate of $136,130. 75. 

I introduce herewith a comparative 
statement showing the Revenue and 
Expenditure as estimated for the fis
cal year, which ended on June 30, 
1930, and as the actual facts were 

Excess of Estimate ...... $ 108,670.55 when the year closed: 

REVENUE. 
Budget 

Revenue Resources Estimate 

Customs ............................... $ 8,868,339.25 
Postal ................................... 415,137.35 
Telegraphs .......................... 195,822.26 
Inland Revenue Stamps .. 72,531.60 
Crown Lands ······················ 124,877.28 
Liquor Profits ···················· 359,000.00 
Fines & Forfeitures ········ 8,361.01 
Int. Guaranteed Loans .... 76,735.43 
Broom Department ·········· 2,161.69 
Taxes and Assessments .... 68,000.00 
Fees Public Institutions .. 66,915.66 
Death Duties ....................... 120,000.00 
Income and Other Taxes 660,906.18 
Miscellaneous .................... 431,756.43 

$11,470,544 41 

Net over Estimate 

Actual 
Revenue 

$ 8,834,843.11 
410,739.40 
204,497.37 

75,354.95 
124,279.69 
359,000.00 

8, 737.53 
76,891.08 
2,123.80 

64,102.28 
60,450.95 

113,268.45 
812,758.57 
432,167.73 

$11,579,214.96 
11,470,544.41 

$ 108,670.55 

Over 

.................... 

. ................... 
8,675.11 
2,823.35 

.................... 

..................... 
376.52 
155.65 

.................... 

.................... 
.................... 
. ................... 

151,852.39 
411,35 

$164,294.37 
55,623.82 

$108,670.55 

Under 

$33,496.41 
4,397.95 

. ········· ......... 
................... 

597.59 

·················· 
.................. 
.................. 

37.89 
3,897.72 
6,464.71 
6,731.55 

.................. 

. ................. 

$55,623.82 
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EXPENDITL-RE. 

Budget Actual 
Estimate Expenditure Over Under 

Finance ................................ $ 4,796,182.44 $ 4, 718,950.89 ···················· $ 77,231.55 
Colonial Secretary ........... 195,033.00 192,187.89 .................... 2,845.11 
Justice ................................. 386,195.00 383,003.91 .... , ............... 3,191.09 
Marine & Fisheries ........ 485,165.89 487,461.99 2,296.10 ............. ······· 
Agriculture & Mines ........ 180,524.66 164,561.15 .................... 15,963.51 
Public Works .................... 1,033,249.33 1,000,679.48 .................... 32,569.85 
Customs ............................. . 667,592.50 681,679.00 14,086.50 .............. ······ 
Assessors ........................... . 12,310.38 .................... 2,809.62 
Pension Commissioners ... . 633,832.98 .................... 12,969.02 
Education ........................... . 999,313.85 .................... 221.18 
Public Charities ............... . 

15,120.00 
646,802.00 
999,535.03 
323,911.05 
313,969.53 

437,156.14 113,245.09 ............... ····· 
Public Health ................... . 318,966.85 4,997.32 ···················· 
Posts & Telegraphs 1,418,492.72 1,404,208.44 ..................... 14,284.28 

$11,461,773.15 
11,434,312.95 

$11,434,312.95 $134,625.01 $162,085.21 
134,625.01 

Xet Under Estimate ........ $ 27,460.20 $ 27,460.20 

Estimated Revenue ..................................................... $11,470,544.41 
Estimated Expenditure ............................................. 11,461,773.15 

Estimated Surplus ................................ : ........... $ 8,771.26 

Actual Revenue Received ................................. $11,579,214.96 
Actual Expenditure Incurred ......................... 11,434.312.95 

Actual Surplus ..................................................... $ 144,902.01 

Actual Surplus over Estimated Surplus ............ $ 136,130.75 

Comparing the results with this fiscal year with that of the previous 
fiscal year, the following is shown: 

Total Revenue 1928-29 ................................................ $10,025,649.06 
Total Revenue 1929-30 ................................................ 11,579,214.96 

Revenue Increase for 1929-30 ................................ $ 1,553,565.90 

Total Expenditure for 1.928-29................................ $11,132,822.43 
Total Expenditure for 1929-.30................................ 11,434,312.05 

Expenditure Increase for 1929-30 ........................ $ 301.,490.52 
• 
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statistical tables have been distri
buted to members, and details are 
given of these and other financial 
statements relative to the fiscal year 
1929-30 to which I purpose to allude. 
These tables will form part of the Ap
pendix to the printed Budget. 

I would like to point out that the 
total Revenue collected during the fis
cal year, which ended on June 30th 
iast, is the largest in the history of 
the Colony's business and I give here
'dth statement of total Revenue col
lected each year for the past ten 
years. 

1920-21 ............................ $ 8,438,040 
1921-22 ............................ 8,269,681. 
1922-23 ···························· 8,876,773 
1923-24 ............................ 8,401,669 
1924-25 ............................ 9,783,188 
1925-26 ............................ 9,752,551 
1926-27 ............................ 8,932,436 
1927-28 ............................ 9,466,006 
1928-29 ............................ 1.0,025,649 
1929-30 ............................ 11,579,214 

You will note that the total Revenue 
collected for the fiscal year 1928-29 
amounted to $10,025,649 and I purpose 
to explain briefly how it was possible 
to collect an additional one and a half 
million dollars, in round figures, dur
ing the fiscal year 1929-30. 

1. You are aware that when the 
present Administration assumed office 
in November, 1928, that it immediately 
reduced taxation on lines and twines, 
butterine, tobacco and ready made 
clothing. Under ordinary circum
stances this would mean a reduction 
in Revenue of approximately $300,000 
but our experience has been that by a 
reduction in prices more purchases 
were made, with a result that more 
goods were imported and as values 
had not declined, considerable increase 
in revenue was realized. 

2. The present Administration is al
so responsible for the reimposition of 
the Income Tax Act, which became 
effective on January 1st, 1.929. It is 
gratifying to learn that the amount 
of $812,758.57 was collected from this 
source and is the largest amount ever 
collected through such an av~mue of 
revenue in the history of the affairs 
of the country. 

3. No royalties had been collected 
on the iron ore exported from Wabana 
for many years. The present Govern
ment immediately grappled with the 
~ituation and through its efforts se
cured a royalty of ten cents per ton on 
the first million tons exported, and 
three cents per ton on the next 500,-
000 tons. Thus, by this process $115,-
000 annually was added to the Customs 
Revenue of the Colony. 

4. For· many years, outstanding 
amounts had been due the Exchequer, 
which had been overlooked, and in 
some instances forgotten, but immedi
ately the present Administration came 
into office, the necessary steps were 
taken to collect these amounts which 
resulted in over $350,000, in round 
figures, being further added to the 
credit of our Exchequer Account. 

The explanations as given above 
fully covers the increase -0f one and a 
half million dollars revenue collected 
during the past fiscal year, but, it 
must be remembered that at least 
$500,000 of this amount cannot be col
lected again. 

In addition to the above explana
tions, we must not forget the fact that 
the fishery, which is undoubtedly the 
prindipal industry of our country, con
tributed handsomely to the fishermen 
during the year 1929. Prices paid for 
this commodity were specially high 
with a result that the purchasing 
power of the fishermen was enhanced 
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and this reflected on the current year's 
operations in the form of large ex
penditures being made by the people 
for goods, which had to be imported 
and duty paid on them. It is ques
tionable whether prices for our staple 
industry will reach such proportions 
in the very near future, therefore, 
special efforts must be made regarding 
the further development of the fish
ing industry generally throughout the 
country. I shall deal further with this 

phase of the situation later on in my 
Speech. 

It will be of interest to the mem
bers of this Committee as well as to 
the country generally to know the 
value of the various industrial centres 
of the Colony, and for that purpose I 
enumerate for the fiscal year 1929-30 • 
the exports of Grand Falls, Buchans, 
Corner Brook and Bell Island; also 
the Customs Revenue collected at each 
of these ports for the same period. 

Exports. 
Port 

Grand Falls 
Ruchans 
Corner Brook 
Bell Island 

l\faterial 
Paper 
Ore Concentrates 

Paper 
Iron Ore 

Tons 
100,926 

79.664 
148,611 

1.,644,708 

Value 
$ 6,834,778.00 

2,436,311.00 
9,122,97 4.00 
4,539,391.00 

$22,933,454.00 

Customs Revenue (all Sources). 

Grand Falls 
Buchans ................................................................................... . 

$296,912.43 
90,901.22 

457,814.31 
263,083.14 

Corner Brook ....................................................................... . 
Bell Island ............................................................................. . 

It is also gratifying to know that for 
the same fiscal period the total trade 
of the Colony exceeded in value the 
total trade for any year during the 
past ten fis.cal years and I give here
with the approximate figures covering 
the periods mentioned: 

1920-21 

Imports ............................ $29,000,000 
Exports ............................ 22,500,000 

$51,500,000 

1921-22 
Imports ............................. $18,200,000 
Exports ............................. 19,500,000 

$37 ,700,000 

1922-23 

Imports ............................. $19,300,000 
Exports ............................. 21,000,000 

$40,300,000 

1923-24 

Imports ............................. $27,700,000 
Exports ............................. 21,000,000 

$48,700,000 

1924-25 

Imports ............................. $36,400,000 
Exports ............................. 23,600,000 

$60 ,000 ,000 



HOUSE OF ASSE~BLY PROCEEDI~GS 239 

1925-26 

Imports ............................. $27,550,000 

Exports ··························=·· 27,560,000 

$56,110,000 

1926-27 

Imports ............................. $25,850,000 
Exports ............................. 30,850,000 

$56, 700,000 

1927-28 

Imports ............................. $27,650,000 
Exports ............................. 33,650,000 

$61,30C ,000 

1928-29 

Imports ............................. $29,250,000 
Exports ............................. 36,800,000 

$66,050,000 

1929-30 

Imports ............................. $31,900,000 
Exports ............................. 40,000,000 

$71,90-0 ,000 

RAILWAY 

In my first Budget Speech I dealt 
most minutely with the Newfoundland 
Railway since its inception in the 
country. At that time I pointed out 
that the railway system in this coun
try represented a capital expenditure 
of approximately $41,500,000, in round 
figures, being the actual cost to the 

Total Earnings 

Trepassey ..................... $ 43,879.63 
Bay de Verde .............. 37,278.97 
Heart's Content .......... 32,119.97 
Bonav1sta ..................... 67,018.77 

$180,297 .34 

taxpayers up to that time. Since that 
period, however, approximately $4, 
000,000 have been further expended on 
the railway for re-railing, purchase of 
new locomotives, railway cars and 
other capital expenditure, thus bring
ing our investment in rail way affairs 
up to $45 ,500 ,0-00 to date. 

During the fiscal year 1929-30 a sum 
aggregating, in round figures, one and 
a half million dollars, was expended 
on the system, $387 ,000 of this 
amount being the deficit on current 
account for the fiscal year 1928-29, the 
balance being expended to complete 
the re-railing of the division between 
BishQp"s Falls and Humbermouth, the 
purchasing of two new locomotives, 
the buying of steel for the construc
tion of the new machine shops; the 
material for the construction of 
Crabbe's Bri.dge and the purohase of 
two new sleepers and one diner. 

The number of miles of railroad op
erated in Newfoundland, including all 
branches, total 907 miles. The fiscal 
year 1929-30 showed the earnings of 
the railway at $3,714,606.18 and the 
expenses covering the operation of the 
system as $4,095,100.15, leaving a de
ficit on the whole transportation sys
tem of $380,493.97 against a deficit for 
the previous year of $387.617 .16. It 
will be interesting information for this 
Committee and the country generally 
to know tlhe cost of the various branch 
rail ways to tJhe Colony, and I herewith 
submit statement as follows, covering 
the fiscal year 1929-30:~ 

Total IDxpenses 

$ 90,758.69 
66,623.12 
55,511.50 

136,111.27 

$349 ,004.58 

Total Loss 

$ 46,879.06 
29,334.15 
23,391.53 
69,092.50 

$168,707.24 
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It will be seen from this statement 
that the total loss on the four branch 
railways amounted to $168,707.24. The 
total loss on the operation of the 
whole system, exclusive of steamships, 
dock shops and dry dock, amounted 
to $519,391.38; this, it will be seen that 
with the exception of the branch lines 
the balance of the railway system 
showed a loss of $350,684.14. The op
eration of the steamers on the various 
coastal routes throughout the country 
showed a profit of $89,674.11; the dock 
shops a profit of $19,814.47, and the 
Dry Dock a profit of $29,408.83. 

During the fiscal year 1929-30 the 
number of miles run by all trains ag
gregate well over a million miles. The 
cost for operation was $2.24 per mile 
against $2.30 for the previous year, 
and the revenue per mile run was 
$1.81 as against $1, 79 per mile the 
previous year. 220,562 passengers were 
carried during the year 1929-30 as 
against 222,265 the previous year. The 
total number of employees throughout 
the railway system was 2,658 who 
were paid in salaries $2,476,107.07; 
and the number of tons of coal used 
for the operation of the entire system 
was 75,711. The net result of all op
erations for the fiscal year was the 
best for the last five years, and this 
result was accomplished in face of 
extraordinary expenses Which amount
ed to approximately $80,000, principal
ly made up of snow fighting, special 
repairs to the "Caribou," repairs to 
the bridge at Crab bes and special re
pairs to the "Portia." The freight re
venue of $1,156,665 for the year ex
ceeded any previous year in the his
tory of the railway, and the cost per 
ton of moving freight was the lowest 
since the war years. During the same 
period 8100 tons of paper were moved 
from Grand Falls to Heart's Content 
and 7710 from Corner Brook to Port 
aux Basques. 

I think these are the main 
which may be of interest to all of us, 
regarding the operations of our trans
portation system, and I would like to 
point Out for the information Of all 
concerned the actual cost to the Ex
chequer for the operation of our rail
way system, steamships and dock. 

To begin with, as previously stated 
' 

the rail\vay system, steamers and dock 
represents $45,500,000 capital expendi
ture. Interest on this amount at 5% 
annually aggregates $2,275,000; sub
sidies paid by the Exchequer to the 
tail way for steamers and the carry
ing of mails, etc,, by the railway ag
gregates $460,000. Add a deficit of, say, 
$380,000 to these two amounts and we 
arrive at the stupendous sum of 
$3,115,000 annually as the cost of our 
transportation system, exclusive of 
anot:Jher $60,000 being paid to various 
corporations for small steamships op
erated in various parts of the country. 
Thus we find that the entire trans
portation system of the Colony costs 
the taxpayers of the country, in round 
figures, $3,175,000 dollars annually. 

It is gratifying to see however, that 
during the past five years the deficits 
have been gradually decreasing and 
whilst for the immediate present it 
may be too much to look forward to 
the balancing of our railway accounts 
on ordinary current operations, prin- · 
e:ipally due, in my opinion, to the 
present doubtful commercial condi
tions which exist in our own country 
and are similar in a smaller degree to 
those existing in practically every 
country of the world, I feel confident 
that within the next three or four 
years we can view with optimism the 
balancing of our railway accounts for 
ordinary current obligations. 

Table 7 in the Appendix of this 
Budget will give comparative state
ments of the earnings of the rail way 
for the year 1.928-29 and 1929-30. 
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Table 8 will give similar statistics 
ua1·ding the operations of the various reo 

steamships owned and operated by the 
railway system. 

In my Budget Speech of twelve 
months ago I intimated to the Legis
lature that such an important De
partment as the railway should have 
a representative in the House. At the 
present time a railway commission 
together with a General Manager are 
the only medium through which any 
information can be obtained regarding 
the operations of the railway system 
together with the expenditure of all 
funds. I hold that under the circum
stances which exist, namely, that this 
Department handles $8,000,000 annual
ly. that the salaries paid to the offi
cials and employees, amount to over 
$2.000,000, that a General Head should 
be appointed who would be respon
sible to the Legislature and to the 
poople of the country; that regular 
Estimates should be submitted an
I!ually to the Legislature for its con
sideration, similar to the regular Es
timates which are submitted each 
year, covering salaries and expendi
ture o'Tl current account of the Colony. 

I now turn to the current year. At 
1he last session of the Legislature, 
Estimates were presented and approv
ed for a total sum of $11,363,139.86, 
and an Estimate of Revenue was pre
sented in my budget speech, delivered 
on July 3rd, 1930, for $11,389.500. 
'Vhen these Estimates were presented, 
particularly the Estimate of Revenue, 
the depression which now exists and 
has been existing throughout the 
the world was not in evidence, and 
consequently this Revenue was based 
on the figures established by the 
Revenue which had been collected for 

and numerous reasons can be pro
duced explaining the deficiency. 

To hegin with, let us make a com
parison of the fishery, and when I say 
the fishery, I mean all branches of the 
fishery, particularly the codfishery, 
which is, undoubtedly, the staple in
dustry of our country. During the 
calendar year 1929 the total catch of 
shore fish was approximately 1,000,000 
quintals; which returned to the fish
erman an average of $9.00 per quintal, 
c:r $9,000,000 in cash. For the same 
period the Labrador Fishery aggre:. 
gated 250,000 quintals at $5.00 per 
quintal, or $1.250,000. It is therefore 
seen that the total amount of money 
paid to our fishermen for the produc
tion of the codfishery totalled $10,250,-
000. This amount of money was dis
tributed amongst the fishermen dur
ing the year 1929 with a consequent 
result that the spending of the great
er portion of this money reflected on 
the Revenue for the fiscal year 1929-30. 

.Now let us make a comparison of 
the earnings in the same direction for 
the production of the codfishery for 
the calendar year 1.930 and what do 
we find? We find the shore fishery 
producing approximately 900,000 quin
tals of codfish at an average price of 
$5.00 per quintal, or $4,500,000. The 
Labrador fishery produced 350~00 

quintals at an average price of, at the 
most, $3.00 per quintal, or $1,050,000; 
cdnsequently, the total value of the 
production in cash to the fishermen 
for the calendar year 1930 amounted 
to $5,550,000, or in round figures, $5,-
000,000 less than the same quantity of 
fish realized to the fishermen for the 
previous year. It is only natural for 
us to expect a consequent reduction in 
Revenue collected through the avenue 
of the Customs, because of the reduc-

the previous year 1929-30. It is re- tion in the earning power of the fish
grettable, however, that this Estimate ermen during that period. In sections 
of Revenue will not be maintained, of the country, particularly the South 
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::i.nd \Vest Coast,s, the codfishery was a 
blank. The Bank Fishery for 1930 
amounted to 86,000 quintals as 
against 106,000 for the previous year. 

The shortage of the bank fishery is 
due in no small measure to lack of 
hait. The season just passed was one 
of unusual conditions throughout the 
length and breadth of the country 
with regard to bait facilities, and it is 
questionable if again in our history a 
repetition of this nature is likely to 
occur. The question of price is one 
which the law of supply and demand 
governs. The markets for our staple 
industry are principally in the South 
American countries and in the Medi
terranean. These markets have been 
considerably disturbed during the past 
twelve months ,owing chiefly to inter
nal troubles which have had a dis
tressing effect on the purchasing pow
er of their people. On the other hand 
whilst the price of codfish has !been 
considerably lower than in previous 
years, this is not the only attributable 
factor to the reduction in the Customs 
Revenue for the present year. 

The over-production of the world 
generally has caused prices on goods 
and commodities to decline more than 
30 o/o. As the Newfoundland Tariff is 
placed on goods on an ad valorem 
basis, the result is that considerable 
reduction in duty is effected because 
of the decline in the prices of com
modities abroad. 

The sealfishery for the calendar 
year 1930 contributed considerably to 
the earning power of the people en
gaged, and comparing the result with 
the calendar year 1929 we find that 
for 1930, 241,236 seals were manufac
tured against 201,856 for the year 
1929. A similar state of affairs exists 
in this industry as in the codfishery. 
The price of seal oil and furs has de
clined at least 30%, and at the present 

time considerable of the product of the 
1930 catch is still in the hands of the 
operators, with a result that the op
timism we felt twelve months ago has 
not been realized. 

The same thing applies in practi
cally every other branch of t he fish
ery: the herring fishery, the salmon 
fishery, the lobster industry and the 
whaling industry. All these activities 
have suffered in the general world
wide depression, to such an extent that 
we should congratulate ourselves on 
the fact that our Revenue has de
clined in less proportion than possibly 
most other countries under similar 
circumstances. 

I therefore ·estimate the Expendi
ture for the current year 1930-31 at 
$11,895,100 under the headings as fol
lows:-

' Finance ............................ $ 
Colonial Secretary ....... . 
Public Charities ........... . 
Public Health ............... . 
Justice ............................ . . 
Education ....................... . 
Marine & Fisheries ....... . 
Agriculture & Mines ..... . 
Pu'olic Works ............... . 
Posts ................................. . 
Customs ........ ................... . 
Assessors ....................... .. . 
P·ension Commissioners 

4,973,300 
234,900 
325,900 
341,000 
406,000 

1,025,500 
504,100 
197,300 

1,030,500 
1,536,500 

664,500 
15,100 

640,500 

$11,895,100 

The Comittee undoubtedly will no
tice that in my last Budget Speech I 
estimated an expenditure of $11.,363,-
139, and that therefore an over-ex
_;)enditure of $500,000 in round figures, 
is anticipated. Ther·e are various 
reasons for this over-expenditure, 'but 
the principal reason lies in the un
questionable fact that during the past 
&ix months many of our people 
throughout te country have had to be 
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1
,roYided for through the ave~ue of 

the Treasury, because the earnmgs of 
~ the fishery and other activities during 

the year 1930 were not sufficient to 
supply their needs, and I, therefore, 
give you a comparative statement of 
expenditure under the heading of 
"Able-bodied Relief," during the past 
f,ve years: 

1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 

.............................. $100.000.00 

.............................. 168.827.00 
261,591.00 
128,706.00 
119,702.00 

You will notice that for the fiscal 
year 1929-30 $11.9,702.00 was spent in 
this direction, whilst I anticipate an 
expenditure for the year 1930-31 of at 
!east $250,000.00. 

In my Bud.get Speech twelve months 
2.go I pointed out that the Estimates 
which had been passed by the Legis
lature were given as an irreducible 
minimum, but, at the same time I felt 
that it would be necessary for that ex
penditure to l>e incurred in order to 
tarry on the public service. 

I now give herewith an approxi
mate Estimate of the Revenue expect
ed under the various headings for the 
current year: 

REVE:X"GE 

Customs ............................ $ 
Postal ............................... . 
Telegraphs ..................... . 
Inland Revenue Stamps 
Crown Lands ................. . 
Liquor ............................. . 
Fines and Forfeitures ... . 
Int. Guaranteed Loan ... . 
Broom Department ....... . 
Taxes and Assessments 
Fees Public Institutions 
Death Duties ................. . 

7,650,000 
400,000 
200,000 

72,500 
110,000 
400,000 

5,000 
76,000 

2,000 
65,000 
65,000 
30,000 

Income on Taxes ........... . 
I\liscellaneous ................. . 

650,000 
200,000 

$ 9,920.500 
Estimated Expenditure 11,895,100 

Estimated Deficit ............ $ 1.,974,600 

It will be seen from these two Esti
mates that I forecast a deficit at the 
end of the current year of $1,974,600 
on current account. There has fbeen 
r.o attempt made by me to cover in 
any way, shape or form the financial 
condition on current account which 
confronts the Legislature and the 
people of the country generally at the 
present time. These figures speak for 
themselves and are incontrovertible 
evidence that steps must be taken in 
order to reduce our expenditure in 
(-•very possible direction so that we 
may be able to bring such an expen
diture down to the level where the 
Revenue collected will be sufficient .to 
defray the expenses on current ac
count. 

I now propose to deal with the rail
way department for the current year 
1930-31, and in doing so I would like 
.to point out to the country the seri
ous condition of this branch of the 
public service. During the fiscal year 
1929-30 a deficit of $380,000 in round 
figures, was shown on current account 
of the railway. Under the present 
system and management of railway 
affairs it is impossible to get the ac
tual state of business conditions as 
they exist in the railway service, in
side of a period of three months. For 
the information of the country I here
with give a statement of the earnings 
and expenditure up to the end of De
c,ember 1930. . During the first six 
months of the fiscal year 1929-30 the 
railway on its operations made a loss 
of $146.421.07. For the same period 
this year a loss was shown of $205,-
582.09. Covering the same period the 
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operations of the coastal boats show
ed a profit of $151,549.99, whilst for 
the same period the current year, a 
~rofit of only $53,821.99 is shown. The 
Dock Shops showed a profit of $3,977,-
24 for the 1929-30 period, whilst during 
the 1930-31. period they showed a loss 
cf $15,604.83. The Dry Dock showed a • 
1Jrofit of $12,768.96 during the 1929 
period, but for the 1930-31 period a 
profit of only $4,562.54 is shown, with 
the result that combining all the op
erations we find that for the period 
from July 1st to December 1st, 1929, 
? profit of $21,875.12 is found, whilst 
for the same period the current year, 
a loss of $162,802.39 is shown. In other 
words, a total decline of business 
amounting to $184,700, in round fi
gures, for the first six months of the 
rresent fiscal year, as compared with 
the same period 1929-30. 

In addition to these losses, which I 
have conclusively shown, there is an 
amount of approximately $140,000 
owed to the Railway Department and 
shown on the railway books as an as
set since the year 1926-27. This 
amount of indebtedness was incurred 
by the previous Go-.~ernment, in 
various ways, and as an illustration, 
I would point out that for the trans
portation of lumbermen as well as 
transporting men to work on the 
Buchans Diversion, during the year 
1928 (which, incidentally, was an elec
tion year,) $28,000 is charged up. 
Steamers were hired during the years 
1926-27-28 for the purpose of carrying 
fishermen to the Labrador and author
ity was given by Minute of Council to 
the effect that the Government would 
accept the liability, but, up to the 
present time, these amounts have not 
been paid. It is imperative that this 
matter be adjusted and I estimate that 
$140.000 will cover these deficiencies. 
In addition to this $140,000, I fore
shadow a further deficit on current ac-

count of $600,000, or a total of $750. • 
000, in round figures, to be found by 
the Treasury of the Colony on June 
30th, 1931, to pay the deficits on the 
operation of our railway and trans
portation systems. The reason for the 
decline in railway earnings and a 
consequent increase in deficits for the 
current year is obvious. Freight and 
passenger traffic, during the past 
eight months, have declined in the 
vicinity of 20%, due principally to the 
economic conditions p r e v a 1 en t 
througthout the country, and such can
not be changed until business general· 
ly readjusts itself. 

In addition to the decline in bus
iness already mentioned, we must not 
forget that on August 10th, 1930, the 
S. S. "Caribou," which forms the con
necting link between Canada and New
foundland across the Cabot Strait, 

• struck Green Island, west of Channel 
Head, in trying to make Port aux 
Basques in foggy weather. Under or
dinary circumstances which exist on 
thic:; part of the coast, it would have 
been impossible to refloat the ship but 
weather conditions were ideal for 
salvage operations which resulted in 
the "Caribou" being refloated and tow
ed to St. John's by the wrceking tug, 
"Reindeer" of Halifax. The marine 
insurance policy covering this ship 
was only effective for total loss, con
sequently, the ship has to be repaired 
at Government expense and I estimate 
the cost to the Government wHl be 
$100,000.00. 

Another matter of interest to the 
Committee is the decline in the value 
of the product of Buchans Mine. You 
will note from the Appendix of thfa 
Budget that the exports of concen
trates from Buchans during the calen
dar year 1930 decreased approximate
ly 9,000 tens. At the present time this 
mine is not curtailing its output and 
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it will be of interest to note that dur-
. the vear 1929, 163,114 tons were ing ~ 

produced at a valuation of, in round 
figures, $2,000,000 whilst the output for 

1930 was 186,299 tons, valued at 
~950,000. These figures may sound 
;Janning but I would like to point out 
for the benefit of the Committee that 
the price of metal zinc during the year 
1928 was £ 30 sterling, whilst today 
the same metal is selling at £ 11 10s, 
and furthermore, that the pre-war 
rrice on the same commodity was £ 20 
s~erHng. In addition, lead was sold 
in 1928 for £ 26 sterling, whilst it is 
disposed of today at £ 13 sterling and 
its pre-war price was £15 sterling. 

The paper mills at bot~ Corner 
Brok and Grand Falls increased their 
exports during the year and by ref
erence to the Appendix of this Bud
<'"et vou will notice that Corner Brook b • 

increased its output by ,7,000 tons 
whilst at the same time the AngJ o
X ewf oundland Development Co., Ltd., 
at Grand Falls increased its produc
tion by 16,000 tons. The Company 
operating the mills at Grand Falls 
du.ring the past nine months have 
considerably improved and extended 
their plant, with a result that this 
rioneer paper industry of ~ewfound
land can now work its output up to 
almost 400 tons daily. 

The iron ore mines at Bell Island 
declined slightly during the past 
twelve months, due principally to two 
factors. Firstly, the steel market in 
~orth America was not what it might 
be, and secondly, the market in Eu
rope has declined considerably during 
the past few months, and the opera
tors of this valuable iron ore deposits 
are at present somewhat pessimistic 
with regard to the coming season's 
operations. It is to be hoped, how
ever, that a readjustment of the steel 
industry, along economic lines, both 
in Europe and Canada, shall produce a 

good effect on the operations at Bell 
Island the coming year. 

Before closing my references with · 
regard to the business of the 1930-31 
period, I would like to give the Com
mittee, and the country as a whole, 
some information with regard to the 
construction of the highroads and the 
cost thereof to the Colony since the 
origination of the Highroads policy by 
the ~Ionroe Administration in 1925. 

Up to December 31, 1930, 1,081. miles 
of highroads and second class roads 
have been constructed and repaired at 
a cost of $4,216, 796.65. For the same 
period, 120 concrete bridges were con
ftructed which cost $393,498.30; five 
'"·ooden bridges were built and other 
bridges repaired at a cost of $17,826.39. 
This brings the total expenditure for 
both roads and bridges up to $4,628,-
121.34. All this money was spent on 
capital account and in addition $500,-
899.19 had to be taken from the Loan 
Account to help maintain these roads, 
therefore, the total cost of Highroa·ds, 
second class roads, construction of 
concrete and wooden bridges up to 
December 31st, 1930, aggregated $5,-
129,020.53. Against this expenditure a 
net Revenue, collecteu for fees on cars 
and licenses for the same period, 
amounted to $224,809.76. In other 
words, for a period of five years the 
average cost of the Highroads policy 
of the country amounted to over $1,-
000,000 annually, whereas, the Re
venue collected has nette'd the High
roads Commission $50,000 per year. 
True, a great number o.f cars were 
imported into the country, with a re
sult that the Revenue thereon found 
its way into the Treasury of the Col
ony, via the Customs Department, but, 
under present conditions and circum
stances we cannot expect a continua
tion of a similar amount of Revenue 
for the next few years, with a result 
that the upkeep of these Highroads 
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will cost considerable money which 
will have to be taken f.rom Loan Ac
count, or otherwise charged up to or
dinary expendituTe through the 
Avenue of rthe Estimates. I estimate 
that the maintaining of these roads, 
now constructed, in ·good condition 
without further exte-nsion will oost at 
least $100,000 per year in a'ddition to 
the Revenue collected for fees on cars 
and licenses. 

I have cove!red fairly accurately, 
and I think in every detail, the com
mercial activities of the country dur
ing the past twelve months, and 
whilst the picture I have painted may 
be somewhat gloomy, it will be 
gratifying to find by ref:eirring to Table 
12 in the Appendix of this Budget, 
that on December 31st, 1930, the peo
ple of Newfoundland had deposited to 
their cre'dit in the various banking 
institutions in the Colony $26,233,817, 
as CQmpared with $26,246.004 on De
cember 31st, 1929. It will be seen that 
a decline in savings of $12,000 is 
shown, but, on refe·rence to the table 
showing the life insurance cal'ried by 
our people, it will be found that this 
form of investment has increased by 
$4,000,000, being extra protection and 
the premiums thereon .are a further 
'form of .saving. I estimate that the in
crease in life i•nsurance carried by the 
people of Newfoundland represents a 
cash payment in premiums of ap
proximately $100,000, therefore, it can 
be s-een that instead of a decline in 

Lo•an Act 1921 ................. $6,000,000.00 

1922 ................. 6,000,000.00 

1923 3,500,000.00 

Loan Act 1923 ................. 2,061,033.00 

1924-25 ............ 4,000,000.00 

1924-25 

1926 

1927 

2,000,000.00 

5,000,000.00 

5,000,000.00 

1928 ................. 10,003,400.00 

our sa\<ings of $12,000, these savi 
are being supplemented in another 
form, namely, life insurance, With 
consequent result that an increase in 
.savings is shown somewhere in the 
vioinity of $90,000 over the pr eYioue 
year. 

I now come to •the Public Debt as it 
was on June 30th, 1930, and we find 
by referring to the Appen'dix of thia 
Budget that the Public Debt on June 
30th was $82,592,105.59. In additi on to 
this amount a loan of five million 
dollars, raised during the current year , 
ha.s to be add•ed which will bring the 
total amount up to $87,600,000 in 
round figures. Add to this the es
timated deficit of $750,000 on the 
irailway, ·and we find that on June 30th 
next, our National Debt will be raised 
to the substantial figure of $90,315,000. 
It has been said in previous Budgets: 
'"Where are we and whither tending," 
and I do not propose to make any 
further comment as I feel that it is 
unnecessary. 

I would like to point out, however, 
that the Loan raised on the credit of 
the Colony during the present fiscal 
year was the most <Successful, as to 
!'letrurns, of any Loan raised in the 
history of the country, and to confirm 
my remarks I herewith give a state
ment showing the various prices ob
tained for the Loans, raised on the 
credit of the Colony dur1ng the past 
ten years. 

88.974 plus 111h Ex. 

98.763 

(Cave) 96.78 

(Warr·en) No Record 

97.385 

97.49 

96.% 

98.513 

97.15 
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1929 

1930 

1930 

6,000,000.00 

2,500,000.00 

2,5-00,000.00 

1 also wish to give the Committee, 
1 through the medium of the Gomanc 

•ttee the country as a whole an ap-nu ' 
proximate analysis of the causes of 
our Public Debt. I have already stat
ed that the Railway from its origin 
has cost the Colony in round figures 
$45,000,000. In addition to this huge 
expenditure on capital account the 
Great War has cos·t the taxpayers of 
xewfoundland, up to the end of la::;t 
vear. $34,500,0~0, which latter amount 
does not represent all capital outlay, 
but. does represent gratutities to re
turned soldiers and sailors plus Pen
sions. It will be seen, therefore, that 
the carrying out of our obligations in 
the War, together with the total of the 
Railway, makes a g·ran{l total of ap
proximately $80,000,000. Let us say, for 
argument's sake, that $10,000,000 of 
this amount represents expenditure in
curred during the past ten yea.rs on 
Soldiers' Pensions and re-establish
ment, (which amounts have been paid 
annually out of the Revenue of the 
Colony, and herefore, not chargeable 
to Capital Account), and we find that 
the two major causes of our Xational 
Debt are responsible for $70,000,000 
outlay, consequently, we must infer 
that were it not for the construction 
of our Railway, which has cost us 
$45.000.000 to date; and were it not 
for the outbreak of the War in 1~14, 
the Xational 1>€bt of Xewfoundland to
day would be only $20,00,000. 

FISCAL YEAR 1931-32. 

Before attempting to forecast the 
prospects for 1931-32, it would be well 
for us to make a brief survey of the 
economic co·rrditions of the world in 
general, in order that we may more 
readily understand why the present 

96~ 

99.318 

Par 

outlook, as to Revenue, is not so pro
mising as in the previous year. 

In all the great commercial nations 
of the world, the total volume of the 
purchasing power is ultimately limited 
by the amount of gold in their pos
session. 

Commensura1te with the increase of 
trade in the country, there is an in
creased elasticity in the purchasing 
power which permits an expansion of 
credit; there is, however, a legal limit 
tp expansion. \\""hen this limit is reach
ed the purchasing power does not in
crease in proportion to the trade. 
There is then a resultant lowering of 
prices as the only possible way in 
which to maintain trade. With a fall
ing of prices, the momentary unit w:ill 
buy more and more, gold then con
sequently flows in. With this influx of 
go!d, credit is expanded and prices 
recover. It is then apparent that when 
an increase of trade is world wide 
there is a consequent falling of the 
price level so that gold cannot be at
tracted from one country to another, 
and stagnation results. 

Two solutions may be offered to this 
problem: (a) An international agree
ment to lower the lev:el gold ratio; (b) 
Xew discoveries of gold. Unless one of 
these solutions is forthcoming, a con
tinued increase im world trade must 
eventually involve a further fall of 
prices. Business and industry become 
unprofitable, making it essential to re
duce wages arid overhead expenses. 
As it becomes less likely every year 
that new gold sources will be found, 
the danger of economic paralysis must 
be prevented by rigid economy of gold. 
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~our ways to end declining prices 
immediately offer themselves. These 
are, by increasing the d·emand of com
modities; decreasing their supply; ad
ding to the gold supply oir decreasing 
the demand for gold. 

The present depression is a result 
of over-production airtificially induced 
by interference of governments with 
a normal law of supply and demand. 
In ~he United States and South Am
erica this begall' with coffee, spread to 
rubber and wias eventually extende<l to 
wheat, resulting in a total collapse of 
these commodities, leaving a world 
mairket glutted, no stimulus in further 
production and consequent unemploy
ment with povemy and all the ho:rirors 
which follow poverty's wake. 

An increase in the gold supply of 
sufficient magnitude to influence prices 
seems highly improbable. The only op
portunity, therefore, fOT correcting 
the down ward trend lies in decreasing 
the demand for gold. When we con
sider that the momentary gold stocks 
of F'rance and the United States have 
inoreased by almost a billion dollars 
in the past two years, while the entire 
gold produotion of the world has 
amounted to less than nine hundred 
million., we immediately see that a 
dria w on existing stocks elsewhere is 
constituted, pa:rUcula.rly in such coun
tries as Argentine and Brazil. This 
has been exemplified with a terrifying 
claflity in the unpreeen:ted drop in the 
value of milreis. India, now on the 
gold standard, absorbs half of Africa's 
newly mined gold. In addition, various 
transactions, incident to payment of 
reparations and war de·bts, rep.resent 
an increasingly heavy burden on the 
giold supply as world pTices fall and 
the total value of world trade is di
minished. With only fifty billions in 
exchange resulting from world trade 
in 1930, as against seventy-five billion 

in 1929 almost 2% was required 
pay wa1r debts and -repa.rations. 

Accordingly, tt iis seen that with un 
employment rife in vaious countries 
the world, ·with ove<r production 
wheat and other commodities, witl( 
collapse of industries depending 0 
governmental guarantees, a gene 
dumping of matenials into world ma 
k€•ts has and will take place an'd n 
.strengthening of ·exchange can be ex
pected until trade is increased, not by 
subsidy but by supply and demand 
alon·g .a s t ream of moving gold. It ta 
then but proper when fore.oastin.g the 
future of the country for the year 
1931-32 that we become thououghly 
cognisant with the worl'd situation 
and not live in a "F-001 's Paradise" 

' 
when we are surrounded by the most 
unique evenit in the economic history 
of the woirld, an over-production ot 
food, surirounding starving people; a 
tremendous sUirplus of money in 
Fra.nce and the United States w;th no 
apparent outlet of investm·ent market. 
With a · summary before our mind, one 
can see that the prices will fall fur
ther with a resultant decrease in Re
venue. 

Another factor whkh is overlooked 
in orur every day business life is that 
silver has fallen 35c an ounce from it.s 
former price of $1.30. This means that 
the buying power of thP Orient. h~.s 
been reduced 70o/c which in itself 
creates an almost impassable baJrrier 
wh!i.ich must be surmounted before ithe 
period of depression is finished. 

It is then seen that a state of de
pres·Si·on, bordering on despair, exists 
throughout the economic world, and 
from the foregoing it becomes ap
pal'ent that readjustrnent must of ne
cessity be slow. Newfoundland then 
shares thlis general dep;ression, not be
cau.se of a.ny internal reason, because 
her resources and industries are 
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c;ouu<ler r:erhaps than the more oom
~ etiti~·e industries in larger c<>unrtries. 
6ur intriillsic value is greater perhaps 
than eve1r and owing .to thi!S stability, 
I feel sure that 10UT next Lo:.in will be 
ra~sed at a moire satisfacto1ry figur1e 
than hitheirto, because when busine·;33 
improves depression will be more 
quickly lifted from us than from less 
fortunately situated counrtiries. 

:\Iy fo·recast for 1931-32 is, under 
specific headmgs, the following: 

custom1s ............................... $ 
Posts and Telegraphs ... . 
Crown Lands ................... . 
Fines a.nd Fo.rifeilturies ... . 
Inland Revenue Stamps .. 
Interest Guaranteed 

wans ···························· 
Brooms-Peniterutiary ..... 
Taxes and As·s·essments .. 
Fees_jlns{itutions ........... . 
Esta.te Duties ................... . 
Liquor Sales ..................... . 
Income an'd other taxes .. 
:mscellaneous 

7,750,000.00 
620,000.0J 
115,000.00 

6,000.0D 
65,000.00 

76,891.08 
2,5-00.00 

65,000.00 
60,000.00 
50,000.00 

300,000.00 
60-0,000.0J 
300,000.00 

$10,010,391.08 

\Y1e shall now turn to the estimated 
expenditu,rie for the fiscal y·ear unde1r 
consideration. My estimates of expen
diture are at present under c.onside1ra
tioo of the Committee and all neces
sary explanations will be given as th-e 
Debate on Supply pr·oceeds. Under the 
s:ecific heads of expenditur·e, enumer
ated as follows, we will require $11-
418,546.06: 

Finance ................................ $ 5,202,431.08 
Colonial Secretary ............ 124,412.50 
Public Charities ............... . 
Publi'c Health .................. .. 
Justice ........ .' ........................ . 
Educ.a1tion ........................... . 
l\1a1rfuie and Fiishieries ... . 
Agriculture and Mines ... . 

Public "\\Torks ·······~········· .. . 

311,537.05 
325,674.00 
387,857.75 

1,013,-065.03 
410,697.09 
102,450.66 
943,675.50 

Postal anld Telegraphs ... . 
Customs ............................. . 
As.sessor ............................. . 

1,445,585.90 
549,869.50 ' 

15,840.00 
634,050.00 Pension Co:nmi.s·sioners .. 

$11,467 ,146.06 

The total 1a;mount 1represents the 
actual figur·es ais pir.esented to the 
House in the Boo,k of Estimates. FrolillJ 
these amounts must be deducsted 
specific amounts on which no dlli
oount of 10% can be taken, as set 
forth in the Reso·lutions on Supply, 
cons·eque1ntly, thie 10% 1:rieduction ef
fects the expenditure included in the 
E:·'-im·-te·s o.f $5,532,007.30, rtherefoTe, 
woe must deduct the amount of $553,-
200 friom $11,467,146.06 1eaving a total 
estimated expenditu·re og $10,913,946.-
06.. Acco1rdi·ng to these figunes an es
timated deficit of $903,554.98 is shown. 
In ~ddition to thiiS amount, however, 
we must look forward frankly to un
forseen expenditure, which of neces
sity will ·occur, 1and whiich has occured 
in p.ractically every ::ti.seal year with
out exception, and I estimate an 
amount not in excess of $500,000 to 
cover these disbuT.Sements, conse
quently, I look forward to the fiscal 
ye1air 1931-32 presenif.ing a deficit on 
Current Accoun1: of $1,400,000 in Tound 
figur·es. These iitems, outlined in the 
Rooolutionis before the House on Sup
ply, effect every branch of the Civil 
Servic·e with the -exception of the ir-
reducible amounts, which aipproximate 
under head.s, ithe followin1g figures: 

Interest on Public Debt .... $4,674,222.51 
Militariy & Naval Pensionis 619,500.00 
Old Age Pem~tons ................ 160,-000.00 
Civil Bensiorns ..................... 132,427.75 
Relief for Poor .................... · 240,000.00 
Hospital GTants .................. 80,000.00 
Customs Refunds ................ 90,000.00 
Goal and Water Refuntl:s .. 73,700.00 

$6,069,850.26 
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The items shown above, cost us, in 
round figures, $6,000,000 thus, it will 
be seen that the cost of operating the 
Civil Service, maintaining roads, 
bridges, subsidies, education, etc., 
must be approximately five millions 
four hundred thousand dollars. 

Twelve months ago in my Budget 
Speech I pointed out that we could no: 
go on indefinitely paying Railway De
ficits and Highroads Deficits from 
Capital Account, an'd that they, sooner 
or later, would have to be paid from• 
Current Revenue. I am still of the 
same opinion and feel that when econ
omic conditions readjust themselves 
and our people concentrate moire on 
production of a remunerative charact
er that the maintenance of the High
roads will have to be paid from Cur
rent Account. The same applies to our 
railway transportation system, and 
whilst at the present time our chances 
of squaring our accounts on ordinary 
cur.I'ent operations do not look hope
ful, I do not think the time is very 
far distant, that with development in 
the mineral and paper in'dustries suf
ficient revenue will be found in the 
form of earnings, so that both sides 
of the rail way account will be sq uar
ed. 

Can any further reduction be made, 
apart from those already effected, 
'\'\-ithout dislocating the service gener
ally? In my two previous Budgets I 
pointed out that the. Public Service 
was alrealy overmanned and that Gov
ernments had been pestered with a 
flood of apnlicants for Government 
iobs. Doubtless, many Government ser
vices are 'duplicated a.nd the time is 
not far distant when 1such duplication 
will have to be eliminated. 

I consider that the votes placed un
der the cha.rge of the various depart
man tal heads are sufficient to operate 
the public service for the next twelve 

' 

n-:onths. I ask the e3.rnest co-operation 
of the several heads of the depart
ments, together with the various •re
presentatives of the constitutuencies 
throughout the country to keep our 
expenditure within the votes. The re
sponsibility for the management of 
these votes rests entiirely with the de
partmental head. I feel sure, there
fore, that I can look forward w ith 
hope to the earnest co-operation of 
ea.'.3h and every ministerial heaa, and 
his doing all possible in the way of 
economically handling of his depart
•:!nen t. Such actions and efforts will be 
to ·me, as l\Iinister of Finance, of con
siderable patriotic assistance. 

It is impossible at this juncture to 
forecaist ~:ith any degree of accuriacy 
the possibilities for the Railway sys
tem during the fiscal year 1931-32. I 
have given very minutely all details 
of expenditure in connection with this 
branch of the service, having in view 
the general reduction which is pro
posed to ap.ply to this Department, a.s 
well as the fact that very little capital 

. expenditure is required during the 
coming year. I feel confident that the 
ultimate financial situation of the 
Rail way, Steamships arid Dock on 
June 30th, 1932, will be considerably 
better than on June 30th, 1931. 

Forming the Appendices of this re
nort are statements relating to Re
venue and Expenditure, Railway, 
Steamer Operations, Catch of Codfish , 
Imrorts and Exports, Trade Statistics , 
Savings Deposits, Exports of Iron Ore. 
Exports of Fish and Oil, Exports of 
Paper and Pulpwood and Seal Fishery, 
all of which offer interesting and in
structive information to this Commilt
tee and the public generally. They are 
all self-explanatory. 

In conclusion I wish to thank the 
members of this Committee for the 
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kin'd attention they have given me. A 
Budget Speech, consisting as it does 
to a large extent of figures, is apt to 
become monotonous. I have tried to 
convey to this Committee my ideas with 
regard ,to the trade and economic con
ditions of the Dominion and my views 
on the subject of its finances, in as 

clear and concise as in me lay, and I 
trust that the information which I 
have given will be sufficie.nt to enable 
this corrumittee to arrive at a clear and 
full understanding of our financial 
position. I now beg leave to propose 
certain Resolutions amending the ex
isting Revenue Act. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

To be submitted to a committee of the Whole House for the further amend
ment of the Revenue Act, 1925. 
BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. The Act 15 George V., Chapter 34, entitled "The Revenue Act, 1925," as 
heretofore amended is hereby amended by inserting in Schedules A: B 
and D the following changes: 

Schedule A. 

Item 55.-After the words "Fruit Pulp'' add the words "Vegetable Pulp and 
Paste." 

Item 72.-Delete the words "20 cents per lb." whenever they occur in this 
Item and substitute the words "18 cents per lb." 

Item 124.-After the word "manufacturers" add the words "and Peat Moss as 
litter for poultry." 

Item 151.-Strike out ".OllAf c." and substitute ".011hc.'' 

Item 181.-After the word "Incubators" add "Special seamless Milk Cans in-
cluding Strainers in use by farmers." 

Item 184.-Add after the word "Sutures" the word "Splints." 

Item 190.-Strike out "50 p.c." and substitute "40 p.c." 

Item 204 (f)-After the word "kinds" add the following, "l\finers' Diamonds and 
Diamond Set Bits for Diamond Drills." 

Item 258.-After the words "Toilet Pap.er" insert "Blotting Paper." 

Item 306 (g)-After the words "printed upon," insert "Blotting Paper having 
any advertisement printed, lithographed, stamped or otherwise re
produced thereon or attached thereto." 

Item 315.-After the letters "N.E.S." add the words "Tins for the packing of 
Honey produced in Newfoundland." 

Item 335.-Add after the word "Schools" "Malleable pressed steel desk forms, 
when imported by manufacturers for use solely in the manufacture 
of School Desks." 

No. 

Schedule B. 

After Item 344 add an Item 344 (a) as follows: 

Goods When subject to 
Drawback 

Portion of duty (not including 
special duty or dumping duty) 
payable as drawback. 



252 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

344 (a) Pap€r If actually printed upon 
in this Colony and when 
exported from this Col
ony and upon the pro
duction of a landing 
certificate from the for
eign port at which it 
was landed. 

Schedule D. 
After Item 371 add an Item 371 (a) as follows: 

371 (a)-Oleomargarine, Butterine or similar compounds when put 
up in metal containers ................................................................ per lb. .07 

2. The changes in the several Items in the preceding Section set forth 
shall be held to have come into effect at and from the following dates: 

Item 55 12th January, 1931, 9.30 a.m. 
Item 72 1st December, 1930, 9.30 a.m. 
Item 181 3rd January, 1931, 9.30 a.m. 
Item 190 1st October, 1930, 9.30 a.m. 
Item 335 1st March, 1931, 9.30 a.m. 

All other Items April 24th, 1931, 9.30 a.m. 
r 

3. A Bill shall be introduced to give effect to these Resolutions. 

COYSOLIDATED FUXD RA.LA~CES 

DR. 
Bank of Montreal for: 

Surplus Trust Fund ......... .............................. ...... ... $ 3,015.00 
3,015.00 

3.07 
111.75 

1,350.99 
4,721.12 

453,350.65 

Loan 1898 .......... ............................. ............................ . 
Loan 1921 
Loan 1922 
Loan 1923 
Loan 1926 
Loan 1927 
Loan 1928 
Loan 1929 
Redemption 1918 Loan ........................................... . 
Debenture Redemption ................... .. ..... ................. . 
Note Reserve Fund .................................................... . 
Imported Specie ......................................................... . 
Death Duties ............................................................... . 

Debenture Conversion ·········································-··· 

Guaranteed Loan Municipal Council ........................... . 
Imperial Govt., Temporary Loan ................. . ......... o 

Harbor Grace Water Campany ................................... . 
N"fld. Savings Bank-Estate W. J. Cairns ............... . 

419,390.31 
807 ,27 4.4() 

2,938.75 
18,271.49 
68,186.9(} 

9,793.24 
7,398.43 

263.41 

$1,652,794.54 
1,946,666.66 

13,700.00 
10,582.56 

$ 1,950,971.52 

3,623,743.76 
Public Debt .................................................................................................... 87 ,592,105.59 

$9~,1&6,820.87 
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COXSOLIDATED FUXD BALAXCES 

CR. 
surplus Trust Fund ..................................................................................... . 
Loan 1898 ......................................................................................................... . 
Loan 1921 ......................................................................................................... . 
Loan 1922 ......................................................................................................... . 
Loan 1923 ......................................................................................................... . 
Loan 1926 ......... , ............................................................................................... . 

. .Loan 1927 ......................................................................................................... . 
Loan 1929 ......................................................................................................... . . 
Loan 1929 ......................................................................................................... . 
Redemption 19 28 Loan ................................................................................. . 
Debenture Redemption ................................................................................. . 
~ote Reserve Fund ....................................................................................... . 
Imported Specie ............................................................................................. . 
Death Duties ................................................................................................... . 
Debenture Conversion Account .................................... , ............................ . 
Revenue and Expenditure ........................................................................... . 
Guaranteed Loan to Municipal Council ................................................... . 
Imperial Government, Temporary Loan ............................................... . 
Stock Account-Harbor Grace Water Co ............................................ . 
Estate W. J. Cairns ....................................................................................... . 
Sundry Loan Act Balances ......................................................................... . 

NOTE.-The foregoing does not include Trust Fund Balances. 

COJI~I!TllIE~TS 
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3,015.00 
10,000.00 

3.07 
111.75 

1,350.99 
4,721.12 

453,350.65 
419,390.31 
807,274.40 

2,938.75 
18,271.49 
68,186.90 

9,793.24 
7,398.43 

263.41 
144,902.01 

1,652, 794.54 
1,946,666.66 

13,700.00 
10,582.56 

87,592,105.59 

$93,166,820.87 

J note the following commitments of the Colony as on 30th June, 1930:-
(a) Guarantee of Mortgage Debenture Bonds and Interest (5% % 

per an.) of the International Paper Co. of Newfoundland Ltd., 
under Act 14 Geo. V., Cap. 1, as amended by the 1927 Act, 
£ 2,000,000 stg. maturing in 1973 ...................................................... $9,733,333.33 

(b) Guarantee of Mortgage Debenture Bonds and Interest (6% 
per an.) of the Xewfoundland Hotel Facilities Ltd., under 
Act 16, Geo. V., Cap. 6 ........................................................ $450,000.00 

Less paid off .............................................................. 3,000.00 

(c) St. John's Municipal Council, Guaranteed Loan from the 
Royal Bank of Canada-not funded ............................................... . 

(d) Balance of the Stock of the Harbor Grace Water Co. The 
Government hold $13,700 of this Stock, which is not included 
here ........................................................................................................... . 

(e) Stock of the Placentia Water Co. and Interest at 4% per 
annum ..................................................................................................... . 

(f) Stock of the Placentia Water Co. and Interest at 4% per 
annum ..................................................................................................... . 

447,000.00 

453,000.00 

62,700.00 

40,000.00 

18,000.00 
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(g) Guaranteed Stock and Interest (at 6% per an.) of the Western 
Marine Railway Dock under Act 15 Geo. V., Cap. 13 ................... . 

\Vith regard to (b), I beg leave to report that the Acts of 1925 and 192S 
lating to the Newfoundland Hotel Facilities Ltd., have not been carried out 
the Company so far as relates to the Government Guarantee of the Debent 
Bonds and the Interest thereon is concerned. Only $3,000.00 has been Paid 
on account of the Sinking Fund and up to November 8th, 1930, the Governin 
paid $132,042.51 accrued interest and other expenses on these Debenture Bo 
At the date of writing, the Government have arranged to take over the H 
in payment of the guarantee and accrued interest. The Loan of 1930 Provtd 
$500,000 to meet this obligation. 

With regard to (d), (e) and (f), while the Government guarantees the 
terest on the Stock of these Companies, it is not, legally, responsible for 
principal. 



POSI'rION o :P LOANS A 1~ TIIE CLOSE 01!" .FISCAL YF~AR 1929-30. 

At Oredilt in At Cr·edit in 
Banik Exp·enditure Banik Of whiich is 

June 30,1929 1929-30 J1une 30, 1930 Allocated 
Loan 1920 ........................ $ 10,000.00 $ ..................... $ 10,000.00 $ 10,000.00 
Lona 1921 ........................ 3.07 ······················ 3.07 ..................... 
Lo1a11 1922 ........................ 363. 75 252.00 111.75 ..................... 
L()lall 1923 ....................... .. 1,418.39 67.40 1,350.99 1,350.99 
Loan 1926 ........................ 26,083.20 21,362.08 4,721.12 2,325.56 
Loam 1927 ........................ 779,595.58 526,244.93 253,350.65 31,399.06 
r.oain 1928 ........................ 610,258. 75 190,868.44 419,390.31 7,176.83 
Lo.an 1929 Realiz,ed ...... 5,804,007.44 4,996,733.0'4 807,274.40 57,276.27 

-
$7 ,231,730.18 $5,735,527.89 $1,496,202.29 $ 109,528.71 

Irncluded in the totail Loa;n Expenditure of $5,735,527.89 a:c paymenits totalling $2,916,254.45 for 

c·ount 1rund Ra1lwa;y Op·01iatio1I1s for the years 1927-1928 .and 1928-29. 

Bal,ances 
Uniallocated 

30th, June 1930 
Fo1r Market House 

3.07 
111.75 

····················· 
2,395.56 

221,951.59 
412,213.48 
749,998.13 

$1,386,673.58 
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1~ARLE 1. 

Statement ol'. Jtevenue-Rudget Estimate and .\ch~al ncceipt-fo1· the :Fiscal Year 1929-30. 

REVENUE. 

Budgiet Aictual Am1ount 
Estimt81te Reiceived Ov·eir 

C'u1s1tom1s .................................................................... $ 8,868,339.52 $8 834,843.11 $ ..................... 
Posital ......................................................................... 415,137.35 · 410,739.40 ..................... 
"I'elegiraphs ............................................................... 195,822.26 204,497.37 8,675.11 
Jn11.and Reve·nue Stamps ..................................... 72,531.60 75,354.95 2,823.35 
Crown L.arud·s ........................................................... 124,877.28 124,279.69 ..................... 
I .tquor Profits ........................................................ 359,000.0iO 359,000.00 ..................... 
Fin·es and Forfeitlllres ........................................ 8,361.01 8,737.53 376.52 
linterest Guaranteed Loans ................................ 76,735.43 76,891.08 155.65 
Broom Dep1a!'1tm·ent .................................................. 2,161.69 2,123.80 ..................... 
'I'ax·es 1amd As.se1ssm·ents ...................................... 68,0-00.00 64,102.28 ..................... 
Feeis Public In.stiitwtionis .................................... 66,915.66 60,450.95 ····················· 
Death DuUeis .......................................................... 120,000.00 113,268.45 ..................... 
In.com1e and Other 'I'ax·e·s .................................... 660,906.18 812,758.57 151,852.39 
l\triscellaneous .......................................................... 431,756.43 432,167. 78 411.35 

$11,470.544.41 $11,579,214.96 $ 164,294.37 
11,4 70,544.41 55,623.82 

-- ----
Net Over Estimate $ 108,670.55 $ 108,670.55 

Un'.der 

$ 33,496.95 
4,397 .95 

..................... 
597 .59 

. .................... 

..................... 
····················· 

37.89 
3,897.72 
6,464.71 
6,731.55 

····················· 
..................... 

$ 55,623.82 
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: TABijE II. 

Statement of ExJ)enditure- Dudget E!-itimate a1Hl Actual Dhibursement for tl1e 'Fiscal Year 1929-30. 

EXPEND 11.'URE. 

Bud·get 
Esti'mate 

Fin.an1ce ..................................................................... $ 4,796,182.44 
Colo1n1i1ail Siecr.eit!ary ................................................. 195,033.00 
J'usti1ce ........................................................................ 386,195.00 
Mari1n.e 1anld Fisheries ................. ~........................ 485,165.89 
Ag1ri1cultur1e amd Mine1s ........................................ . 
Ptrbl:iJc W·ol"kis ......................................................... . 
Cu·sitom·s ................................................................... . 

i\1S1SeS1SOfiis ••·•••••••·••••••···•·•••·••·••••••••·•·••••••••···••·•·•·••·•··•·• 
Pensiorn CommLssioners ..................................... . 
Edu·catilon ................................................................ . 

P 'bl" Ch1 ,·t· u i1c ar1 ie1s .................................................... . 
Pu b·li1c H 1ealith ......................................................... . 
Posits an1d T1elegraphis ......................................... . 
• 

180,524.66 
1,033,249.33 

667,592.50 
15,12.0.00 

646,802.00 
999,535.03 
323,9·11.05 
313,969.53 

1,418,492.72 

$11,461, 773.15 
11,434,312.95 

Net Under Esti1m1ate ............................ $ 27 ,460.20 

Estimaited Revenue ............................................... $11,470,544.41 
Estimated Expend.i1tur1e ........................................ 11,461,773.15 

Actual 
Expe.ndiltur,e Over Under 

$ 4,718,950.89 ····················· $ 77,231.55 
192,187.89 .................... 2,845.11 
383,003.91 ................... 3,191.09 
487,461.99 2,296.10 ......................... 
164,561.15 .................... 15,963.51 

1,000,679.48 I I It It I I I I I I I I 1111 I. 32,569.85 
681,670.00 14,086.50 ......................... 

12,310.38 .................... 2,809.62 
633,832.98 .................... 12,969.02 
999,313.85 .... ···~· ........... 221.18 
437,156.14 113,245.09 ......................... 
318,966.85 4,997.32 ·························· 

1,404,208.44 ···················· 14,284.28 

$11,434,312.95 $134,625.01 $ 162,085.21 
134,625.01 

$ 27,460.20 

Actual Revenue Reoeived .................................... $11,579,214.96 
Actm1al ExpencUture Iincurr1ed ............................ 11,434,312.95 

E~tima1ted Surplus ................................................. $ 8,771.26 .AJctual Surplus ....................................................... $ 144,902.01 

Actual Su.r1plus ov·er Es1tirm1aited Surplus ...................... $136.,130.75 
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TABLE III. 

DetaJled Corn1)aratlve Statement of Cu rrcnt l{evenue-1928-29 

Amt. Collected 
1928-29 

Cust01m1s ... , ............... , ................................................ $ 8,308,339.52 
Postal ................................................... ,.................... 394,708.80 
T,Plegraphs· .............................. ~................................ 199,883.49 
Crown Lands .......................................................... 147,982.48 
-inland Revenue Stamps ...................................... 56,892.73 
Fjnes ancl Forfeitur,e,s ........................................ 6,948.97 
Income and Other Taxes .................................... 175,772.15 
F~es PubUc Insti:tu:tio1nis .................................... 58,902.69 
Broom Department-Penitentiary .................... 1,300.31 
Liquor Pr,ofi,ts ........................................................ 225,097.42 
Interest Guaranlt€ed Loans ................................ 87,155.56 
Estate Duties .......................................................... 51,434.93 
Taxes antl Assess:menlts ...................................... 67,799.91 
Miscellaneous ............................... :......................... 243,430.10 

$10,025,649.06 

Ourirenit Increase Qver 1928-29 ...................................... .. 

Amt. Collected 
1929-30 

$ 8,834,843.11 
410,739.40 
204,497.37 
124,279.69 

75,354.95 
8,737.53 

812,768.57 
60,450.95 

2,123.80 
359,000.00 
76,891.08 

113,268.45 
64,102.28 

432,167.78 

$11,579,214.96 
10,025,649.06 

$ 1,553,565.90 

and 19"~·30. 

Increase 

$ 526,503.59 
16,030.60 
4,613.88 

....................... 
18,462.22 

1,788.56 
636,986.42 

1,648.26 
823.49 

133,902.58 

······················· 
61,833.52 

....................... 
188,737.68 

$1,591,230.80 
37,664.90 

1,553,565.90 

Decrease 

.................. 

.................. 

.................. 
23,702.79 

.................. 

.................. 
·················· 
.................. 
.................. 
.................. 
10,264.48 

.................. 
3,697.63 

.................. 

$37,664.90 
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~rAn liE IV. 

Comparative Statement ol Current Ex1>enditure--1H28·29 nnd 1929·30 • 

1928-29 

Interest on Public Debt, etc ............................ $ 3,894,939.58 
Fin1runoe ................................................................... 345,690.08 
Oolonial Secretary .............................................. 270,839.30 
Justice .................................................................... 376,322.43 
Eduication .............................................................. 941,481.29 
PubUc Charitiies and Health ............................ 726,834.75 
Mrurine and Fishe,ries ........................................ 561,878.75 
Agriculture and Mines ...................................... 161,393.35 
Publilc Works ....................................................... 980,979.89 
Posts ancl T,elegr!aphs ........................................ 1,275,171.50 
Customs .................................................................. 581,724.85 
Tax Assess.or ........................................................ . ................... . 
rernsion OommissioneI'IS ................................... . 
Old Agie Pensionis ............................................... . 
Governm.ent Enlgineer ....................................... . 
Audit Act ............................................................... . 

642,891.44 
119,137.50 

15,723.52 
237,814.20 

$11,132,822.43 

Inicriease over 1928-29 ........................................ ······ .. 

1929-30 

$ 4,159,800.49 
353,651.47 
190,187.89 
383,003.91 
999,313.85 
636,420.75 
478,482.05 
164,561.15 
987,524.48 

1,404,208.44 
681,679.00 
12,310.38 

633,832.98 
123,650.00 

31,848.93 
193,837.18 

$11,434,312.95 
11,132,822.43 

$ 301,490.52 

Increase 

$264,860.91 
7 ,961.39 

.................... 
6,681.48 

57,832.56 
.................... 
···················· 

3,167 ,80 
6,544.59 

129,036.94 
99,954.15 
12,310.38 

. ................... 
4,512.50 

16,125.41 
. ................... 

$608,988.11 
307,497.59 

-
$301,490.52 

Decrease 

.................... 

.................... 
$ 80,651.41 
.................... 
···················· 

90,414.00 
83,396.70 

.................... 

.................... 

.................... 

.................... 

.................... 
9,058.46 

. ................... 

. ................... 
43,977.02 

$307 ,497.59 
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1925-26 

Custams ........... ,. ............... $7, 790,533.62 
Posts & Teleg·~aphs ........ 524, 706.82 
Crown Lan.ds .................... 112,133. 77 
Fh11es & Forfeirtur1e's ........ 4,939.05 
Inland Revenue S1tam·ps 50,381.85 
rust. Guarianteied Loams 87 ,155.56 
Br·oom1s, P•eniterntiary .... 3,486.14 
Fee·s, Institutions ............ 49,038.30 
T·ax·es & Asse.ssmen·ts .... 64,130.74. 
Estate Dutiies .................. 149,271.86 
Li1quor S1ales .................. .. 
Iin1co:m1e 1amd Othell' T:axes 
MisiceUaneiorns ••• ~ ••••••••••••• tol 

410,276.93 
254,704 .. 38 
261,792.26 

$9,752,551.28 

TABI,E V. 

ltevenue for }'ive Years- Com1mrative Statement. 

1926-27 1927-28 

$7,321,512.52 $7,902,959. 72 
524,717.04 570,926.98 
107,602.76 183,004.12 

4,613.08 5,746.37 
48,762.23 52,620.04 
87,155.56 87 .155.56 

2,893. 79 2,760.56 
43,512.66 46,139.21 
67,596.68 67,692.51 
89,803.03 40,000.00 

350,000.00 250,000.00 
169,134.09 119,494.12 
115,132.02 . 137,506.35 

$8,932,435.46 $9,466,005.54 

1928-29 

$ 8,308,339.52 
594,592.29 
147,982.48 

6,948.97 
56,892.73 
87 ,155.56 
1,300.31 

58,902.69 
67,799.91 
51,434.93 

225,097.42 
175,772.15 
243,430.10 

$10,025,649.06 

1929-30 

$ 8,834,843.11 
615,236.77 
124,279.69 

8,737.53 
75,354.95 
76,891.08 

2,123.80 
60,450.95 
64,102.28 

113,268.45 
359,000.00 
812,758.57 
432,167.78 

$11,579,214.96 
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TAHJ;E VI. 

Expen<litnre for :Five Years- Comparative Statement. 

1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-3,0 
Int•e,rieisit on Publiic Debt, 

Sinki1n,g Funld, ·etc ..... $3,381,706.09 $ 3,538, 785.22 $ 3,841,922.65 $ 3,894,939.58 $ 4,159,800.49 ~ 
Civil Gover1n·mernt ............ 510,047.32 546,310.37 589,821.41 654,444.73 666,005.49 0 
Civil Pewsions ................ 89,159.33 89,426.23 94,202.19 97,410.12 99,221.00 

d 
w 

Mil'itta:ry ank:l Naval t_:xj 

Pen1Sion,s ......................... 626,559.64 618,835.08 620,747.74 628,341.68 619,297.72 0 
~ 

0 Id Ag'e P1eJn1s ilo1Il1S .......... 104,637.50 114,425.00 118,937.50 119,137 .50 123 ,65·0 .00 
P> A dmin1str•atton of w 

Justlc1e ........... ., ............... 447,627.27 481,008. 79 466,826.40 
w 

442,686.34 455,106.76 t_:xj 
~ 

Legislation ........................ 90,807.91 93,676.51 96,337.12 95,169.22 100,079.67 
.... . to 

Edu1c1atio.n .......................... 858,996.98 914,958.97 894,749.59 906,590.35 964,334.56 ~ 
~ 

Public C'h1aJrilties .............. 1,080,244.03 1,135,752.64 1,115,931.58 1,206,704.60 1,146,150.67 
1-ij 

A:gricultur1e 1anid Mines .. 86,427.35 79,629.66 98,443.01 115,506. 77 110,877.64 ~ 
Mtari,nie •and Fiishier:ie1s .... 424,606.73 408,275.40 422,497.72 505,514.39 420,716.12 0 

0 
Ho·ads and Bridges ....... ., 218,362.42 458,541.43 215,892.89 220,255.68 226,099.79 t_:xj 

t_:xj 
Posts and Teleg,raphs .. 1,168,062.18 1,142,949.10 1,170,817 .06 1,235,056.14 1,358,630.13 tj 

1-4 

f1 UIS tiom S ••••.•.•..•...•••••.••..•...• 673,102.55 628,220.56 668,324.01 581,724.85 681,679.00 z 
Q 

C onitiin gienci e1s, Ge Il!e1r:al.. 76,718.95 80,309.26 48,124.54 79,306.02 84,932.23 w 
F~lection.s ............................ ·················· 21,977.39 39,898.32 99,799.84 12,174.86 
Audit Act S1eiction, 33 (b) 28,101.19. 180,327.26 261,591.36 237,814.20 193,837.18 

$9,865,167.34 $10,533,408.87 $10,740,925.03 $11,132,822.43 $11,434,312.95 

--
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TARJ,E VII. 

Snmnrnry of A1•1n·opriat.ious and •~xJHHulitures for th(\ }'iscnl year 1929-30. 

Granit, Inclucli'nig 
Supply Act and 

Transfer:s 

'.Interest on Public Debt, Si·nking Funid, etc ... $ 4,296,707.83 
Fin1anice Depai~tment ........................................... . 
Colonial Secretary's DeparLment ................... . 
Justice Departme1D1t ............................................. . 
F1cl ucatioin Departm1enit ....................................... . 

Puhlic Charities DepaTtment .......................... .. 
Public Heal1th Department .............................. .. 
Marin'e and Fishe1ries De-partmenit ................. . 
Agri'culture anld Mines Depar~tment .............. .. 

Public Workts Depairtimenrt ............................... . 
Posts a.nd Tele1graphs Department ............... . 
Customs Department ........................................... . 
Gov-e1rn1rruen1t Engi.ne·er's Dcpartm.enit ............. . 
Tax Assessor ........................................................ .. 
Old Age Pen1sion1s ................................................ .. 
Board 0if Pension Commis1sione.rs .................. .. 
Audit Aat, Seotion 33 (b) ................................. . 

357,574.61 
193,162.50 
386,145.00 
999,535.03 
318,911.05 
318,969.fi3 
482,183.88 
180,525.26 

1,006,473~-27 

1,418,492.72 
682,592.50 
~2,167 .91 
15,120.00 

140,000.00 
646,802.16 
193,837.18 

Total App,ropri.atio•n1s ............................ $11,669,200.43 
Total Expenditure ................................ 11,434,312.95 

Balance of Vates uruexpended and 
surrendered to the Treasury ........ $ 234,887.48 

Expen.dituro 

$ 4,159,800.49 
353,651.47 
190,187.89 
383,003.91 
999,313.85 
317,453.90 
318,966.85 
478,482.05 
164,561.15 

987,524.48 
1,404,208.44 

681,679.00 
31,848.93 
12,310.38 

123,650.00 
633,832.98 
193,837.18 

$11,434,312.95 

GraI11ts 
Exceeded 

Grants 
Unexpended 

$136,907.34 
3,923.14 
2,974.61 
3,141.09 

221.18 
1,457.15 

2,68 
3,701.83 

15,964.11 

18,948.79 
14.284.28 

913.50 
318.98 

2.809.62 
16,350.00 
12.969.18 

.................... 

$234,887.48 
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TABLE· VIII. 

Newfomulland Uallway-Comparathe Statem.ent of Earnings and Ex1)ei1scs lor the Years 1928·29 mut 1929·30. 

Re,venue 1928-29 1929-30 Incr·ease Decrease 

I'ass-e.ng,e1r ... ........... .................................................... $ 670,292.36 $ 643,742.48 ···················· $ 27 ,549.88 
F,re,i'ghJt ........................................................................ 934,653.58 1,156,665.68 $222,012.10 .................... 
l\/lail ............................................................................... 61,251.60 61,251.43 .................... .17 
Dinrnig ,and Sle-eiping Caris .................................. 76,460.70 74,537.05 .................... 1,923.65 
lVLiscellaneous ............................................................ 39,813.84 44,739.47 4,925.63 .................... 
Expres1s ....................................................................... 175,700.51 192,607 .73 16,907.22 ... ,, ................ 
S:t,e1am€.r ...................................................................... 1,014,467.65 1,115,139.37 100,671.72 .................... 
Doc:k Sh1ops ................................................................ 381,104.31 377,041.80 .................... 4,062.51 
Dr'y Do.cik .................................................................... 42,931. 79 49,381.17 6,949.38 .................... 

$3,396,676.34 $3,714,606.18 $351,466.05 $ 33,536.21 

3,396,676.34 33,536.21 

Irucr1eruse in Reiven u1e .............................................................. . $ 317,929,,84 $317 ,929.84 
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TAUJ;E VIII. · (Continued). 

Newfoundland Uaflway-Com1mrative Statenient of Expenses for the Years 1928-29 and 1929-30. 

Expenditure 1928-29 

r on d1ti1ctilrug Tr.arus1portrutioin .................................. $1,12 2 ,5 6 7.40 
M1ainibe nianc1e ,of Wa.y a.n:d S.tr uic u.r1e . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . .. 6 4 5, 7 5 7. 5 6 
Mai1ntena;rueie of Equtp1m1en1t .................................. 468,409.22 

Gen.era! Expenlsies ................................................... . 
Di1ning 1and Sl1eeping Oa1r1s ................................... . 

Express ..................................................................... . 
Opera.tjin1g S1eam1e1rs ............................................... . 
Repai1r1s to Steamer1s ............................................. . 
Dock Shop.s ............................................................... . 

Dry Dock .................................................................. . 

191,855.57 
55,539.34 
32,088.56 

786,!)45.42 

98,330.43 
362,540.69 

20,259.31 

$3,784,293.50 

1929-30 

$11,200,705.06 
673,815.74 
528,096.07 
200,753.78 

55,025.05 

33,539.52 
903,444.45 

122,020.81 
357,227.33 

20,472.34 

$4,095,100.15 
3,784,293.50 

$ 310,806.65 

In1cir1e,as e De cir eias e 

$ 78,137.66 .................... 
28,058.18 ····················· 
59,686i.85 .................... 
8,898.21 ···················· 

···················· 514.29 
1,450.96 ···················· 

116,499.03 .................... 
23,690.38 .................... 

.................... 5,313.36 
213.03 .................... 

$316,634.30 $ 5,827 .65 

5,827.65 

$310,806.65 

Defici't ,f.01r 1928-29 1am,ou1n1te·d to ........................................ ... ...................................................... $378,617.16 
Increased Revie·n1ue 1929-30 ............................................................................................................ $317,929.84 
LeSis Inor1e1as1ed Expeniditur·e 1929-30 ........................................................................................... 310,806.65 

7,123.19 

Leaves De.ficit for the Fiscrul Year 1929-30 at ......................................................................... . $380,493.97 
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TABI.l~ IX. 

Newfoundland Railway-Result of Steamer 01>erations fo1· the Years 1928-20 and 1929-30. 
Enrn in gs Expenses 

Ste:am1e1r 1928-29 

S. S. Argyl1e ............................................................... $ 68,266.72 
81,504.04 

72,919.42 
75,112.18 

S '81. Clyide ........ , .................................... ,. .................. . 
S. S. 1G l1e1n1ooe ........................................ ,. ................. .. 
S~ s~. H 1om1e ............................................................... . 

S. S. Kyl1e ····················1·············································· 
S,. 18. Meigl1e ............................................................. . 
S. S. S·a1gona ............................................. ~················ 

S. 1S,. C'ar1i1b1ou ............................................................. . 
S. S. Pio1~tia ............................................................. . 
8. 8 1• Prospel'lo .......................................................... . 

S. s.. M 1alafo'ff ································"···· ..................... . 
S. S Earl of Devon ............................................... . 
S. S. Suisu .................................................................. 

113,377.75 
36,104.92 

64,183.61 

219,901.26 
108,667.35 
120,870.82 

44,963.17 

5,018.40 
3,578.01 

$1,014,467.65 

1928-29 1928-29 

$ 75,447.24 $ 66,567.48 
63,982.39 70,637.15 
92,403.69 76,405.94 
85,662.18 66,919.66 

131,469.39 102,040.91 

50,658.41 44,207.96 
62,053.12 75,464.68 

195,889.11 141,800.48 
96,699.05 97,766.16 

131,029.52 94,148.61 

51,919.58 38,444.43 
39,204.27 6,686.17 
38,721.43 4,186.22 

-
$1,115,139.37 $885,27'5.85 

1929-30 .. 

$ 68,974.69 

56,224.46 
89,095.68 
80,826.82 
97 ,381.38 
66,556.31 
79,926.25 

157,384.30 
107,774.03 
101,786.62 

38,866.34 

41,548.00 
3,9119.58 

$1,025,465.26 
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TABLE X. 

Comparative Statement of Im1>0rts and Exports for the Fiscal Years 1928-29 and 1929-30. 

Im1)orts 

F1flo1m . 1928-29 1929-30 Incr1eias1e 
United Kingldolln ... , ... , ....... , .................... ,. .. , .................. $ 6,211,906 $ 5,527,575 ........ , .......... 
Canada .............................. ........... ........... ....................... 11,832,415 12,992,600 $1,160,185 
U. S. A .............................................................. .,............ 9.,880,431 12,101,752 2,221,321 
Q1ther C1ountriies ................. ......................................... 1,312,629 1.,249,224 .................. 1 

$29,237.381 $31,871,151 $3,381,506 
29,237,381 747,736 

-
lnJc:rerus1e over· 1928-29 ••• , ••• • ••• • •• • , ••••••••••• , ••• • ••••••••••••• lf ••••••• 11•• • •• $ 2,633,,770 $2,633,770 

Exports 

To 1928-29 1929-30 Increas'e 
United Kirngdom ........................................................... $ 7,578,190 $ 8,647 ,948 $1,069,758 
Can1adia ........................................................................... 3,046,802 3,968,479 921,677 
U. S. A ......................................................................... 11,596,643 11,432,918 ................... 
0 1th,e1r ·C1oun1tr:Les ............................. , ............................. 14,576,068 16,00·2,614 1,426,546 

$36,797 ,703 $40,051,959 $3,417,981 
36,797,703 163,725 

-
In1c.reruse over 1928-29 •.. , .... ,.,, ... , ... , ...••..•...•... , ...•... t•••!••••····· · $ 3,254,256 $3,254,256 

Deciriea.se 
$ 684,331 
............... 
................ 

63,405 

$ 747,736 
• ••••••• • •••• f • • 

Dem~ea,se 

................ 

................ 
163,725 

................ 

$ 163,725 
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TABL lJ X.- ( (fontinued.) 

'l:'otal ~111·ade. 

With 1928-29 

Un1ited K~nigdo·m ........................................................ $13,790,096 
Canada .......................................................................... 14,879,217 
U. S. A ........................................................................... 21,477,074 
O·th.·e.r Countries .......................................................... 15,888,697 

$66,035.084 

Inicirease over 1928-29 ........ .................................................. 

1929-30 

$14,175,523 
16,961,0,79 
23,534,670 
17,251,838 

$71,923,110 
66,035,084 

$ 5,888,026 

TABLE X.- (Continued.) 

Trade Statistics from 1922-23 to 1929-30 

Y·e'ar Imporits 

1922-23 ••••tttl••••lttlt•tlllttfttlltet••ttlltttttffftflflllllleteet11t1ttteteftllttt1tl•fllttlltftl $19,321,824 
1923-24 ........ , .. , ......................................... , ........................................ . 27,677,182 
1924-25 ............................................................................................. . 36,404,674 

1925-26 ···························································································· 27,552,305 

1926-27 ············································••••let••········································· 25,813,871 
1927-28 ........................................................................................... . 27,637,193 
1928-29 ................................................ , ........................................... . 29,237,381 

1929-30 ···························································~································ 31,871,151 

Inorieas·e 

$ 385,427 
2,081,862 
2,057,596 
1,363,141 

$3,888,026 

$5,888,026 

Expo:f1tis 

$20,956,863 
21,071,571 
23,590,186 
27,563,213 

30,839,859 
33,644,619 
36,797,703 
40,051,959 

D~cire.ase 

Toal Tr1ade 

$40,278,687 
48,748,753 
59,994,860 
55,115,518 

56,653,730 
61,281,812 
66,035,084 
71,923,110 
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TABLE XI. 

Comparative Statement of Buslue ss Difficulties from 1921 to 1930. 

Y1eia:r No. AS1s·ets Li•ab il itteis Deifidits 

~921 .............................................. 93 
1922 ............................................ 79 
1.923 ................................... , ........ 70 

1924 ············································ 48 
1925 ............................................ 45 

··········••'•• ............................. . $3,697,368 $6,031,153 $2,333,785 

763,933 2,106,975 1,343,042 

l,569,080 3,963,636 2,394,556 

486,299 1,886,544 1,400,245 

128,977 467,045 338,068 

............................................ 

1926 ............................................ 52 
1927 ............................................ 56 
1928 ............................................ 31 
1929 ............................................ 42 
lfl30 ................. ........................... 52 

175,566 679,409 503,843 

153,574 822,826 669,252 

341,060 560,155 219,095 

45,307 146,519 101,212 

633,957 1,628,315 994,358 

................................... ' ....... . 

............................................ 

I1n 1the Compaira.tiv1e Stateim1ent, Ua1bfl1Ues ,31r1e takoen :flrom statemeinits •submiitted ,either at Cre1ditors' M€etingis 0ir in the 

JrnsolVienicy Oourit. 

.A!s1s·ets in the Ooonparativ•e Statemient have been Te1duoe·d 50%, ·a.is iit seldom happens tha·t when ais·sets a.re realized on, 
they ·exoeed ove1r 50% on their "On Paper" val1ue. 
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'.l~AU J,E XII. 

fom1uirative State1nent of Saving·s Ueposits in N ewfou1ullan (l Showing· Amount of Dt,1wsits as at 31st; Deccmher for Each 
of The Past I~'ive Years. 

1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 

Bank of Montreal .................. $ 8,158,286.60 $ ,8,479,631.86 $ 9,348,715.66 $ 8,667 ,243.49 $ 8,863,196.96 
Canadian Bank of Comm1erc,e 990,066.00 963,555.00 1,018,484.00 1,300,988.00 1,255,912.00 
P oyal Bank of Canada ........ 4,097,537.89 4,325,565.27 4,511,170.32 4,516,687.16 4,540,823.58 
Bank of N o,va Scotia ............ 8,664,691.58 8,766,405.74 9,448,721.77 9,567 ,601.81 9,547,458.55 
Govt Sruvings Bank .............. 2,011,262.88 2,011,452.72 2,162,473.43 2,193,484.23 2,026,426.85 

-- -
$23,903,844.95 $24,546,610.59 $26,489,565.18. $26,246,004.69 $26,233,817.94 

----· -

Tlte l"ollowiug l'ig'ures Will Show the Sa viugs hy the P<10t>le .l'rom I,ifo Insurance. 

1926 1927 1928 1929 

Pr emiumis paid by Policy Holders .................... $ 1,175,659.39 $ 1,292,810.63 $ 1,406,345.15 $ 1,540,836.06 
New Poliide1s Is1sued .................................................. 5,793,414.16 5,196,337.14 10,951,470.51 7,468,832.95 

(3264 Policies) (3566 Policies) ( 4181 Policies) ( 4097 Policies) 
'Dotal Insuranice in foirce 31st December ............ 33,760,947.52 37~660,710.70 . 44,360,771.40 48,412,142.47 

Value 01f Securities deposited inr Bank ·Of 
MiCJ1rutJr1eal to im·e·eit adjusite'Cl 1r,eserve .................. 4,948,932.89 6,114,878.21 6,630,771.55 6,875,248.19 

N.13.-The Insurance a:re alway;s a year im Arirears. 
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~Uemo of Iron Ore Shipn~e::1ts From "\Yabana, Newfonnclland 
(In Longo Tons.) 

Year 

1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

Canada 

2,399 
15,547 
10,844 
30,917 
23,496 

174,588 
408,158 
236,056 
244,042 
306,040 
452,589 
560,940 
600,597 
637,398 
622,482 
722,224 
658,374 
854,117 
936,258 
372,746 
716,293 
905,170 
783,130 
763,738 
449,230 
556,614 
152,700 
276,360 
418,376 
155,895 
543,567 
416,037 
429,248 
616,354 
681,400 
467,784 

Europe 

5,046 
70,224 

191,398 
15,194 

249,238 
504,888 
256,999 
266,733 
228,478 
190,988 
149,197 
178,629 
153,347 
181,750 
211.649 
164,001 
292,986 
154,487 

59,226 

32,775 
155,602 
722,lOil 
272,591 
821,400 
788,443 
330,155 
845,151 
894,493 
759,259 
661,406 

U.S.A. 

20,559 
29,503 

87,947 
137,403 

75,273 
86,355 
81,005 

5,380 
5,795 

126,675 
110,706 

53,162 
215,397 
220,876 
185,025 
171,258 
204,855 

38,857 

46,340 

119,544 
61,050 
37,048 
76,340 
48,771 

Total 

2,399 
35,906 
45,395 

101,141 
302,841 
325,185 
732,669 
727,299 
582,046 
578,153 
686,862 
878,605 
860,500 
869,189 
991,226 

1,124,850 
1,056,046 
1,189,376 
1,454,099 

566,090 
775,519 
905,170 
783,130 
763,738 
449,230 
589,389 
308,302 
998,465 
737;306 
977,295 

1,132,010 
865,716 

1,335,429 
1,547,895 
1,516,999 
1,177,961 

Grand Total 

2,399 
38,305 
85,698 

184,859 
487,680 
812,865 

1,545,534 
2,272,833 
2,854,879 
3,435,032 
4,119,894 
4,998,497 
5,858,997 
6,728,186 
7,719,412 
8,844,262 
9,S99,50S 

11,088,684 
12,522,783 
15,088,873 
13,864,592 
14,769,562 
15,552,692 
16,316,430 
16,765,660 
17,355,049 
17,663,351 
18,661,816 
19,399,122 
20,399,122 
21,508,427 
22,374,143 
23,709,572 
25,257,467 
26,774,466 
27,952,427 

STATEllIENT OF IROX ORE EXPORTED FROJI BELL ISLAND 
FOR CAIJENDAR YEARS 192;) to 1930. 

1925 

Canada ..................................................................... . 
Germany ................................................................. . 
United Kiugdom ................................................... . 
G. S. A ...................................................................... . 

Tons 

343,567 
788,433 

Nil 
Nil 

1,132,010 

Value 

$ 584,063.90 
1,340,353.10 

Nil 
Nil 

$1,924,417.00 
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1926 
Canada ..................................................................... . 416,037 $ 707,262.90 
Germany ................................................................. . 330,135 561,229.50 
United Kingdom ................................................... . Nil Nil 
lT. S. A .................................................. :···················· 119,544 203,224.80 

865,716 $1,471, 717 .20 
1927 

. Canada ..................................................................... . 429,248 $ 729,721.60 
Germany ................................................................. . 845,151 1,436, 756.70 
United Kingdom ................................................... . Nil Nil 
U. S. A ..................................................................... .. 61,030 103,751.00 

1,335,429 $2,270,229.30 
1928 

Canada ................................................................... . 616,354 $1,047,8'01.80 
Germany ................................................................. . 886,953 1,473,820.10 
Cnited Kingdom .... : .............................................. . 27,540 46,818.00 
U. S. A .................................................................... . 37,048 62,931.60 

1,547,895 $2,631,421.50 
1929 

Canada ................................................................... . 681,4·,cyo $1,880,664.00 
Germany ................................................................. . 753,929 2,080,844.04 
U. S. A .................................................................... . 76,340 210,698.40 
United Kingdom ................................................... . 5,330 14,710.80 

1,516,599 $4,186,917 .24 
1930 

Canada ..................................................................... . 467, 784 $1,291,083.84 
Europe (Germany) ............................................ .. 661,406 1,825,480.56 
U. S. A ...................................................................... . 48,771 134,607.96 

1,177,961 $3,251,172.36 

STATEMENT OF CATCH OF CODFISH FOR CA.LE:XDAR YEARS 1925-1930 
Quintal-112 lbs. 

Year 
1925 .......................... .. 
1926 ........................... . 
1927 ........................... . 
1928 ........................... . 

Shore 
801,164 
979,588 
888,938 
853,421 

Straits 
52,000 
13,630 
34,350 
18,830 

1929 
1930 

1,000,000 
900,000 

Year 
1923 ...................................... .. 
1924 ....................................... . 

SE.AL FISHERY 
(From Nfid. Year Books.) 

T-Tons, 2240 lbs. 

Steamers 
8 
8 

Men 
1,224 
1,227 

Labrador 
359,220 
175,380 
291,245 
301,750 
250,000 
350,000 

Seals 
101,770 
129,561 

Total Qtls. 
1,212,384 
1,168,598 
1,214,533 
1,173,991 
1,250,000 
1,250,000 

Weight 
T 2,674 

2,802 
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1925 ........................................ 
1926 ........................................ 
1927 ........................................ 
1928 ........................................ 
1929 ........................................ 
1930 ........................................ 

Year 

1923 

10 1,423 
12 1,648 

9 1,634 
11 2,110 
12 2,323 
18 2,320 

BAXK FISHERY 

(From Nfid. Year Books.) 
Q-Quintal, 112 lbs. 

Vessels 

1924 ........................................................ · 
57 
36 
41 
47 
41 
57 
56 
62 

1925 ....................................................... . 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

127,882 
211,531 
180,459 
227,022 
201,856 
241,236 

Men 

939 
607 
753 
874 
740 
93~ 

1033 
1150 

5,2 
4,61 
3,711 
4,629 
3,710 
4,813 

Catch 

Q 69,372 
70,(}13 

101,384 
109,847 

99,663 
123,675 
106,995 

86,(}98 

STATEJIEXT OF CODFISH EXPORTED FOR CALENDAR YEARS 

1925 to 1930. 

(Supplied by the Official Broker at Custom House, St. John's.) 

Year Quintals 

1925 ................................................................................................... :........................ 1,244,666 
1926 ............................................................................................................................ 1,467,523 
1927 ............................................................................................................................ 1,650,212" 
1928 ............................................................................................................................ 1,382,630 
1929 ............................................................................................................................ 1,205,312 
1930 ............................................................................................................................ 1,191,502 

Year 

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

Year 

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

Year 

1927 

Cod Liver Oil. (Tun-256 gals.) 

Cod Oil 

Salmon (Pickled) Tierce--336 lbs. 

Tuns 

1248 
1309 

683 
770 

Tuns 

2708 
3087 
2641 
3360 

Tierces 

3103 
1928 .................................................................................................................................... 3352 
1929 .................................................................................................................................... 1856 

J 930 .................................................................................................................................... 2246 
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year Herring (Bnlk, Frozen, Pickled, etc.) Brl.-200 lbs. Brls. 

1927 ································································································································ 46,561 
1928 ································································································································ 62,633 
1929 ································································································································ 62,263 
1930 ·········································································· ······················································ 38,608 

STATE)IE:NT OF ORE CO:XCE:XTRATES EXPORTED FROll BUCfilXS 
VIA BOT"\YOOD FOR THE CALRXDAR YEARS 1929-30 

(Supplied by the Collector at Botwood.) 

1929 Tons 
United Kingdom ...................................................... 22,761 
Belgium ...................................................................... 38,550 
France ........................................................................ 4,936 
Germany .................................................................... 13,151 

Total ........................................................... . 

1930 
United Kingdom 

Belgium ··································································~··· 
France ....................................................................... . 
Germany ................................................................... . 

Total ........................................................... . 

PULPlVOOD 

79,398 

Tons 

43,133 
24,353 
2,727 

70,213 

Value 
$ 647,635.64 

1,233,602.04 
141,732.30 
722,701.35 

$2,745,671.33 

Value 

$1,116,124.73 
275,931.15 
121,172.71 

$1,513,228.59 

Exported From Hampden Dnring the Calendar Years 192! to 1930. 
(Supplied by the Collector of Customs at Hampden.) 

Cord-128 Cubic Feet. 
Year 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

Total 

Cords 
7,167 

10,7,88 
11,500 
34,258 
30,998 
26,752 
24,755 

146,278 

$ 
Value 

80,834 
139,679 
120,788 
411,099 
371,864 
311,994 
295,058 

$1,731,316 

STATE~IE:XT OF PAPER EXPORTED FRO:JI GRAND FALLS 
(Supplied by Collectcrs of Customs at Grand Falls, Botwood and 

Heart's Content.) 
Ton-2000 lbs. 

1923 
England ................................................................. . 

Tons 
58,888 

Nil 

Value 
$5,075,755 

Nil "C'. S. A .................................................................... . 

Total ....................................................... . 58,888 $5,075,755 
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1924 
Engla.11d ................................................................. . 
U. S. A .................................................................... . 

Total 

1925 
England ................................................................. . 
U. S. A ................................................................... .. 

Total 

1926 
England ................................................................. . 
U. S. A . .................................................................. .. 

Total 

1927 
Engla.11d ................................................................. . 
U. S. A . ................................................................... . 

Total 

1928 
Engla.11d ................................................................. . 
U. S. A . ................................................................... . 

Total 

1929 
England ................................................................. . 
U. S. A . ................................................................... . 

Total 

1930 
Engla.11d ................................................................. . 
U. S. A . .................................................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... . 

55,538 
3,902 

59,440 

61,432 
5,832 

67,264 

70,882 
9,263 

80,145 

78,403 
2,822 

81,225 

87,045 
Nil 

87,045 

90,859 
Nil 

90,859 

106,577 
Nil 

106,577 

$4,879,243 
345,927 

$5,225,170 

$5,231,132 
516,939 

$5,748,071 

$5,099,755 
688;636 

$5,768,319 

$5,747,674: 
203,737 

$5,951,411 

$6,387 ,916 
Nil 

$6,387,916 

$6,123,676.19 
Nil 

$6,123,676.19 

$7 ,139,292.15 
Nil 

$7,139,292.15 

STATE)JEXT OF PAPER EXPORTED :FRO:M CORYER BROOK 
FOR CALENDAR YEARS 1925 to 1930. 

(Supplied by Customs Collector at Corner Brook.) 
Ton-2000 lbs. 

1925 Tons 
U. S. A. . .................................................................. . 17,556 
New Zealand ......................................................... . 286 

---
Total ....................................................... . 17,842 

Value 
$1,141,129 

18,600 
----
$1,159,729 
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1926 

U. S. A ................................................................... .. 
England ................................................................. . 
Nev." Zealand ........................................................ .. 

Total 

1927 
U. S. A ................................................................... .. 
England ................................................................. . 
Nev.· Zealand ........................................................ .. 

Total 

1928 
TI. S. A .................................................................... . 
New Zealand ......................................................... . 

Total 

1929 
U. S. A .................................................................... . 
England ................................................................. . 
New Zealand ......................................................... . 
Russia 

Total 

1930 
U. S. A .................................................................... . 
England ................................................................. . 
New Zealand ......................................................... . 
Russia ..................................................................... . 

Total ....................................................... . 

98,674 
642 

1,902 

101,218 

103,884 
Nil 

2,969 

106,853 

133,798 
127 

133,925 

149,676 
Nil 
Nil 

6,666 

156,342 

163,463 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

163,463 
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$6,413,788 
41,715 

123,653 

$6,579,156 

$6,752,441 
Nil 

192,980 

$6,945,421 

$6,311,146 
8,266 

$6,319,412 

$8,232,168 
Nil 
Nil 

366,618 

$8,598,786 

$8,990,444.43 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

$8,990,444.43 



Statement of Amounts Advanced by Nild. Government on Ace ouut of :Nfld. Uailway, ,July 1st, 1920 ~u~inuary 31st, Ulal. 

Operation Capiital Reid Nfid. Co. Acct. Loss on 
Year Account Aceount Reli€f Work WrLtten Off Coal Brook Mine TOTAL 

lfJ20-21 ........ $1,773,192.50 $1,024,616.15 ..................... $372,294.78 $115,396.57 $ 3,285,500.00 

1921-22 ........ 1,249,993.00 ······················· $235,081.13 .................... .................... 1,485,074.13 

1922-23 ........ 814,345.59 100,819.27 91,395.05 ..................... ···················· 1,006,559.91 

1923-24 ........ 200,000.00 203,460.52 90,355.45 ···················· .................... 493,815.97 

1924-25 ........ 29'0,,000.00 311,774.18 128,964. 73 ····················· ···················· 730,738.91 

1!)25-26 ........ .630,0-00.00 1,464,319.48 ................... ···················· ···················· 2,094,319.48 

1927-28 ........ 617,675'.'56 975,070.44 ................... , ···················· .................... 1,340,070.44 

H>27-28 ........ 617 ,675.56 385,186.21 .................... ···················· ···················· 1,002,861.77 

1928-29 ........ 300,000.00 1,348,191.39 .. . . . . ............ .. ..................... .................... 1,648,191.39 

1929-30 ........ 387,617.16 1,099,588.43 ···················· .................... .................... 1,487 ,205.59 

July 1, 1930 
to De1c. 31, 

1930 ······ 375,000.00 205,676.87 ···················· .................... ' .................... 580,676.87 

---- -
$7,002,823.81 $7,118,7,02.94 $545,796.36 $372,294.78 $115,396.57 $15,155,014.46 

New D·ock Constru1eti·oin .......................................................................................................................... $1,947,325.10 
Pu1~cha1sc ,of Railway .............................................................................................................................. 2,000,000.00 

$ 3,947,324.10 

$19,102,338.56 

NOTE :-.!Jrncluded iin the 1a;mounit advianced to th€ Riailwaiy Com1mission for the1 yierur 1920-21 is the sum of $372,000.00 . 
VPP'roximrutely, balianee due the Oommi1ssfon by ithe Reid Ne wfounidland Company, Ltd., for a·ccou'llrts orther than the losi; 

on 01peraition. Thi1s amournt was written off as part of pur.c11 ns€ price of Ha'ilway under the Raflway Settlement Act, 1928. 
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sTATEJIEXT OP 'J,HE (T.R!~E:\'T ACCOr:X1' OF THE GOVER:X1'IE~T OF 
:XE1Yl,O!;l\'"DLAXD FOU. THE YEAR E:XDED 30th Jl:::XE, 198-0. 

DR. 
custon1s ' Reyenue ............................................................... . 

Light Dues ·············································································· 
Harbor Dues ·········································································· 
l\1iscellaneous ········································································ 
Royalties ................................................................................. . 

$8,567.033.06 
45,877.28 

936.50 
59,751.48 

161,239.79 
Total Customs' Revenue .................... -----

postal Revenue ..................................................................... . 
Telegraph Revenue ............................................................. . 
cro,Yn Revenue ................................................................... . 
Stanip Revenue ..................................................................... . 
Liquor Revenue ................................................................... . 
Fines and Forfeitures ......................................................... . 
Broom Department, H. :\L Penitentiary ··;················· 
Fees from Public Institutions ....................................... . 
Income Tax and Arrears ................................................... . 
l\Iiscellaneous ....................................................................... . 
Cable Tax ............................................................................. . 
Death Duties ....................................................................... . 
Insurance Assessment ....................................................... . 
Insurance. License ............................................................. . 
Carbonear "\'\:oater Company ............................................... . 
St. Joh n's ::\Iunicipal Council ......................................... . 

• 

LOA:N' 
Loan Act, 1922 ...................................................................... $ 

do. 1923 ······································································ 
do. 1926 r 

do. 1927 
do. 1928 
do. 1929 

410,739.40 
204,497.37 
124,279.69 

15,354.95 
359,000.00 

8.737.53 
2,123.80 

60,450.95 
812,758.57 
427,593.54 
64,102.28 

113,268.45 
3,329.04 

800.00 
·445.20 

76,891.08 

252.00 
67.40 

21,362.08 
17,861.11 

2,556.81 
1,363,991.77 

Examined by me and found correct, 
F. C. BERTEAU, 

$8,834,843.11 

2, 7 44,371.85 

$11,579,214.96 

1,406,091.17 

$12,985,306.13 

Comptroller and Auditor General. 
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STATEMENT OF THE crRREXT Af cor.xT 0}"' T:IE GOVERXJIE:XT OF 
NEWFOCTDLAXD FOR THE YEAR E:XDED 30th JUXE, 1930. 

CR. 

Head I. Interest on Public Debt ........................... . 
II. Civil Government ....................................... . 

III. Civil, Military, Old Age Pensions ........... . 
IV. Administration of Justice ......................... . 
V. Legislation ................................................... . 

VI. Education ..................................................... . 
VII. Public Charities ........................................... . 

VIII. Agriculture and Mines .................. ........... . 
IX. Marine and Fisheries ................................. . 
X. Roads, Bridges and Ferries ..................... . 

XI. Posts and Telegraphs ............................... . 
XII. Customs ......................................................... . 

XIII. General Contingencies ····················~······· 
XIV. Elections ....................................................... . 

Audit Act, Section 33B ................ : ............ . 

Revenue in Excess of Expenditure .... 

EXPENDITURE 

$4,159,800.49 
666,005.49 
842,168.72 
466,826.40 
100,079.67 
964,334.56 

1,146,150.67 
110,877.64 
420,716.12 
226,099.79 

1,358,630.13 
681,679.0 I 

84,932.23 
12,174.86 

193,837.18 

·Loan Act, 1922 ...................................................................... $ 252.00 
67.40 

21,362.08 
17,861.11 

2,556.81 
1,363,991.77 

do. 1923 ..................................................................... . 
do. 1926 ..................................................................... . 
do. 
do. 
do. 

192.7 
1928 
1929 

PETER J. CASHI\. 

$11.434,312.95 
144,902.01 

$11,579,214.96 
• 

1,406,091.17 

$12,985,306.13 

Minister of Finance and Customs. 



L<>an at 3 
Loan at 3% 
Loan at 4 
L<>an at 5 
Loan at 5 
Loan at 5 
:Loan at 5 
:Loan at 5 
Loan at 5 
Loan at 5 
Loan at 5% 
Loan at 51h 
Loan at 51h 
Loan at 6% 

~ ... 
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STA'l'EJIE:XT Pl"BL~C DEBT TO JU:XE 30tl1, 1930. 

DR. 
per cent. ........................................................ $ 1,581,666.66 
per cent. ........................................................ 18,905,060.00 
per cent. ........................................................ 6,041,352.29 
per cent. ........................................................ 2,061,033.33 
per cent. ........................................................ 6,500,893.33 
per cent. ........................................................ 5,000,000.00 
per cent. ........................................................ 4,999,526.66 
per cent. ........................................................ 10,002,946.66 
per cent. ........................................................ 5,999,626.66 
per cent. ........................................................ 5,000,000.00 
per cent. ........................................................ 6,000,000.00 
per cent. ........................................................ 6,000,000.00 
per cent. ........................................................ 3,500,000.00 
per cent. ........................................................ 6,000,000.00 

$87 ,592,105.59 

Examined by me and found correct, 
F. C. BERTEAU, 
Comptroller and Auditor General. 
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STATE:JIEXT PrBLIC DEBT TO ,JC-XE 30th, 1930. 

CR. 
Act 54 Vic. Cap. 8 at 3 per cent. 

56 " " 1 $3,384,473.35 
56 " " 2 4,708,800.00 
61 and 63 " " 6 and 4 351,373.33 
1 Ed. VII. 6 2,263,000.00 
5 " " 2 1,900,433.33 

10 " " 39 3,893,333.33 
2 Geo. V. 18 1,946,666.66 

at 3% per cent ....... 
49 Vic. Cap. 3 60,000.00 
50 " " 6 480,000.00 
50 " " 7 320,000.00 
51 " " 3 50,000.00 
51 " " 5 218,000.00 
52 " " 5 408,000.00 
56 " " 1 602.30 
58 " " 13 2,676,666.66 
60 " " 2 973,333.33 
9 Ed. VII. 3 380,000.00 

10 " " 7 90,000.00 
1 Geo. V. 32 384,750.00 

at 4 per cent ....... 
14 " " 2 at 5 per cent. 

9 and 10 " " 2 at 5% per cent. 
11 and 12 " " 2 at 6~j per cent. 
12 and 13 " " 1 at 5% per cent. 
14- " " 9 at 5% per cent. 
15 " " 22 at 5 per cent. 
17 " " 25 at 5 per cent. 
18 " " 18 at 5 per cent. 
19 " " 18 at 5 per cent. 
20 " " 31 at 5 per cent. 
21 " " 1 at 5 per cent. 

NOTE-Operating Sinking Fund. 
Amount of Loan under Act 58, Vic. Cap. 13 .... $1,652,076.45 
Amount invested in British Treasury Bills 

and Cash .......................................................... 388,125.06 

Harbor Grace Water Company Stock ............ $ 13,700.00 
Municipal Council Stock .................................... 1,652,794.54 

$ 1,581,666. 

6,041,352.29 
2,061,033.33 
6,000,400.00 
6,000,000.00 
6,000,000.00 
3,500,000.00 

500,293.33 
4,999,526.66 
5,000,000.00 

10,002,946.66 
5,999,626.66 
5,000,000.00 

$87 ,592,105.59 

$2,040,201.51 

1,666,494.54 

$3, 706,696.05 

PETER J. CASHIX, Minister of Finance and Customs. 
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k I. resumed the Chair. ?tfr. spea -e 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reJ>Orted that they had considered the 
_.tter to them n~ferred, had made 
..,aae progress, and asked leave to sit 
,pin on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
d adopted, and it was ordered that 

: committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion 
the Hon. Minister of Finance and 

Customs. the House resolved itself 
1ato a Committee of the Whole to con

der certain Resolutions for the 
lta1Bing of a Loan on the Credit of 

Colony. 

left the Chair. 

took the Chair of Com-

resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
ported that they had considered the 
atter to them referred, had mane 

e progress, and asked leave to sit 

On motion this report was received 
d adopted, and it was ordered that 

Committee have leave to sit again 

of Finance and Cus
ga ve notice that he would on 

orrow move the House into Com
of the 'Vhole to consider cer

Resolutions effecting certain 
in the Estimates. 

Speaker, 
Question No. 303, asked 

referring 
by Mr. 

e: It is against the regulations 
the Customs to give the names of 

rters of different commodities. 

~IR. BYRXE.-If we cannot have the 
names, can we have the quantities im
lJOrted? 

HON. :MINISTER OF FINANCE AND 
f;rSTOJIS.-Yes. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:S.-
1 suppose the Minister of Finance and 
Customs knows the purpose for which 
the question has been asked? 

HOX. JHNISTER OF FINA.i'°"CE L'°"D 
CUSTOMS.-1 have not the least idea. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.-
It is in order to try and put . a stop 
to the wholesale smuggling of tobac
L"O, cigarettes, etc., that is going on in 
that district at the present time. 

HO:S. MI:SISTER OF FINANCE AND 
CrSTOJIS.-I was not aware that 
there was any such smuggling going 
on, and would appreciate any infor
mation that you might be able to 
give me in this behalf. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
All you have to do is to go into al
most any of the shops in that district 
and you can purchase smuggled cig
o rettes. 

RT. HON. THE PRDlE ML""ISTER. 
--The Leader of the Opposition al
leges that criminal acts are being 
done in the District of Hr. Main and 
I think it is his duty to lay any in
formation that he has on that sub
j<: ct before the Department. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether 
the Prime Minister has received a 
copy of the cable which was received 
from London this afternoon in con
nection with the recognition of the 
Provisional Government of the Span
ish Repu'l>Iic. 
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(Reads telegram) 

If all the other Dominions are recog
nizing the new Republic, I feel that 
we also should recognize it, particu
larly as Spain is one of our chief 
fish markets. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Respecting the 
Enforcement of Arbitral Affairs" was 
read a second time, and it was or
dered that the said Bill be referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House on 
tomorrow. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
Monday afternoon next, the 27th in
stant, at three of the clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

MONDAY, April 27, 1931. 

The House met a~ three of the 
clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

CAPT. P ARSOXS.-::\Ir. Speaker, I 
leave to present a petition from the 
residents of the District of Bay Rob
erts. I have also a petition from the 
rE:sidents of Spaniard's Bay on the 
~ubject of a road leading from Spani
ard's Bay to New Harbor. This road 
was built fifty years ago and since 
that time it has been the only con
necting road between Spaniard's Bay 
and New Harbor. A few years ago 
there was a certain amount voted to 
repair this road, but it is now abso
lutely impassible for pedestrians and 
vehicles. 

I have also a petition from the peo
rle of Shearstown and Colev's Point 
regarding a road !between these two 
I>laces. This road was built about 
fifty years ago as an agricultural 

road. All the people in this vicinity 
are farmers and they find this road 
Yery useful. This road is in such 
a bad condition that they find it very 
r.ard to get materials to their homes 
ior the repair of fences and such 
things. They want this road extend
ed for four or fiv·e miles so that they 
can get these materials. In connec
tion with this petition I would like to 
point out that there are a lot of 
families in these places well-nigh des
Ctute and in addition to -the direct 
benefits they would receive from the 
repair of this road, they would by 
working on this road get money for 
their families. 

I sincerely beg that these petitions 
be referr·ed to the Departments to 
which they relate and that the honor
able gentlemen in charge of these De
rartments will give them careful 
consideration before they are consign
ud to their ultimate end-the waste
j_;aper basket. 

)[R. SCAJIMELL.-Mr. Speaker, I 
beg leave to present a petition from 
one hundred and thirteen male elec
tors of Eastport in the District of 
Bonavista Centre, asking that the sum 
of $500.00 be allocated for the con
$truction of a shed on the Public 
Wharf at Happy Adventure. It is not 
Yery necessary for me to elaborate on 
the geographical aspects of this 
coast, but it is safe to say that East
port is a very important place and so 
is Sandy Cove, and as the Malakoff 
calls at Happy Adventure, the three 
places could be served in one. I have 
also a petition from twenty-five elec
tors of Bishop's Hr., asking for a pub
lic wharf; also, while I am on my 
feet, I would like to say that I am suf
ficiently acquainted with parliamen
tary practise with regard to present
ing petitions in this House to know 
their ultimate end, but it is- the tradi
tional right of the electors, and after 
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all such matters in most instances 
must remain a matter between the 
Departmental Head. the Executive 
GoYernment and the Member. I have 
much pleasure in presenting these 
petitions and referring them to the 
Department of l\Iarine and Fisheries. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave 
notice that he would on tomorrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill relating to 
Insurance on Crews prosecuting the 
Sealing Industry. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime I\Iinister gave 
notice that he would on tomorrow 
move the House into a Committee of 
the \\TJiole to consider certain Resolu
tions in Relation to the Xewfoundland 
Hotel. 

RT. HON. THE PRIJIE JilXISTER. 
:'.Ir. Speaker, I beg to lay upon the 
table of the House copy of the first 
interim report of the Commissioners 
appointed under Chapter 21 of the 
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series) 
which Chapter is known as the Pub
iic Enquiries Act, as a Commission of 
Enquiry into the Viking Disaster. The 
Commission was issued on the 23rd 
day of l\Iarch last, and read as fol
lmvs: 

COMMISSION. 

By His Excellency Sir John Jiiddle
ton, Knight Commander oi the )lost 
Excellent Order of the BritisJ1 Em
I>ire, Com1mnion of the lUost Dis
tinguished Order of Saint Jiichael 
and Saint George, Governor and 
Commander in Chief in and over 
the Colony of :X ewfonndland. 

To the Honorable Sir "\Villiam H. 
Horwood, Kt., Chief Justice, (Chair
n1an), Isaac R. Randell, Esq., and 
.i'tiartin G. Dalton, Esq., Master Mar
iners, Greeting: 

\Vhereas the steamship Viking, 
Abram Kean, master, cleared from the 

port of St. John's on the ninth day of 
!\larch instant, fon the purpose of 
rrosecuting the sealing industry; 

And \Yhereas on the Fifteenth day 
of March inst. the said ship, when in 
the vicinity of Horse Islands, "\Vhite 
Bay, was destroyed by an explosion 
and fire; 

And whereas, as a result of the said 
explosion and burning of the said 
steamship, several members of the 
ship's company, and others, are mis
sing, and presumed dead, and many 
of the survivors are suffering from 
injuries; 

And whereas I have thought it fit 
and proper, under and by virtue of 
Chapter 21, Consolidated Statutes of 
Xewfoundland (Third Series) entitled 
"Of Enquiries Concerning Public l\Iat
ters," to cause an enquiry to be made 
into and concerning all the circum
stances connected with the loss of 
the said steamship on the occasion 
aforesaid, and into and concerning 
the deaths of and injuries to mem
bers of the ship's company, and 
others. 

X ow know you that I, by and with 
the advice of my Council, do nomin
ate and appoint you, the said Hon
orable Sir William H. Horwood, Kt., 
Isaac R. Randell, Esq., Master Marin
er, and Martin G. Dalton, Esq., Mas
ter l\1arin€r, to be a Commission und€r 
and by virtue of the said Chapter, to 
enquire into and report to me upon 
the loss of the said steamship Viking 
and all matters connected therewith, 
iPcluding, without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing, the man
zgement of the ship, her condition and 
equipment, and · all other matters 
which you may consider relevant and 
material. 

And I do hereby confer upon you, 
or any two of you, the power of sum-
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moning ·before you any party or wit
ness, and of requiring him or them to 
give evidence on oath (orally or in 
writing, or on solemn affirmation) and 
:-o produce such documents and things 
as you may deem requisite to the full 
investigation of the matters into 
which you are appointed to examine. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at 
the Government House, St. John's, 
this twenty-third day of l\1arch, A.D., 
1931. 

By His Excellency's Command. 

(Sgd.) A. BAR:\'ES, 
Colonial Secretary_. 

The first interim report is signed 
by His Lordship the Chief Justice, 
and both Commissioners, dated the 
21st day of April, and reads as fol
lows:-

To His Excellency the Governor in 
Council. 

11ay it please Your Excellency: 

·\Ve,' the Commissioners appointed 
to enquire into and report to Your 
Excellency on the loss of the steam
ship Viking and all matters connect
ed therewith ;beg leave to submit the 
following interim report: 

\Ve would respectfully inform Your 
Excellency that from the evidence al
ready taken before us it has been 
proven that the powder carried on 
board the ship was contained in tins 
'or corrugated sheet iron containers 
with seams pressed together) so in
securely fastened, that in the course 
of handling the tins, powder escaped 
therefrom and was found on the deck 
vf the ship. 

Our purpose in immediately re
porting this fact is to enable Your 
Excellency to consider as early as 
r;onvenient whether the importation 
or powder should be permitted ex-

cept in wooden water-tight kegs 
packages having inside a linen bag 
other container capable of preventt 
the escape of powder, and havt 
printed on the outside of the keg 
package the word DANGER. 

\Ve would also respectfully a 
Y o:ir Excellency to consider whethe 
Regulations should not made to pr&!! 
Yent gun powder or other explosivea: 
beirig taken or carried on board ship 
or elsewhere except by a permit from 
c:;n Inspector. of Explosfres, who 
should be satisfied that all necessal'J 
precautions are being observed and 
that no powder should 'be allowed on 
board any vessel except under a per
mit, and that before the permit ts 
granted the Inspector should ascer
tain that there has been provided as 
a receptacle for such powder a safe 
magazine or closed room in the hold 
or other safe place in the 
of an officer specificially 
for the purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Sgd.) W. H. HOR'\VOOD~ 

I. R. RA.1'\JDELL, 

l\I. G. DALTON. 

St. John's, April 21st, 1931. 

On the day following the receipt of 
the report by me the report was sub
mitted to a meeting of Committee of 
Council, and the subject-matter of the 
report carefully considered and dis
cussed. The l\Iinister of l\1arine and 
Fisheries, and l\Ir. J. C. Pratt were 
called to the conference-the :\1inister 
of Marine and Fisheries, because it 
was a marine disaster, and Mr." J. C. 
Pratt because for many years he has 
been practically the sole importer of 
explosives into the port of St. John's. 

~ ot only the matter of importation 
of explcsives, but its handling and 
storage in St. John's, the location of 
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~t John's explosive storage mag
t!le ;:, · 

. their control and management 
az.ne, t . 

. rious other matters apper ain
tiUd \a 
. the importation and storage woo to . 
~ onsidered. As a matter of fact were c . 

and all other matters apperta1n-these . 
·ng to the importation, unloading, 
1 

ortation storage, delivery and transp · 
hl·pment of explosives were left tra-ns 

tl Committee for investigation and 
TO le 

• to Council. It was felt by the rrport. . . 
D artment of Justice that ex1st1ng 

ep . H" 
lBgislation vested full p~wers in . is 
E~cellency the Governor in Counc~l to 
d-eal with this matter by regulations 
rnade in accordance with the provi
sions of the Statute, and that con
sequently special legislation in con
nection therewith will not be imme
diately necessary. 

In view of the fact that this morn
ing's Xews has a front page heading, 
"Interim Report Viking Disaster En
quiry,'' and then in its -editorial col
t1mns has certain references of a poli
tical character to Mr. Eric A. Bowring 
who has 'been one of the important 
witnesses in connection with the tra
gedy, and also, I am informed, the 
local :Managing Director of Bowring 
Brothers, the owners of the Viking. I 
feel I should take this opportunity to 
state as l\I1nister of Justice and At
torney General, that the question 
whether Mr. Bowring does or doos not 
2.t these meetings support the Gov
ernment or oppose it, will not under 
any circumstances be permitted the 
weight of a feather in determining the 
question whether the evidence dis
closes such condition of negligence in 
C(lnnection with the Viking as to jus
tify the initiation of proceedings with 
a view to the indictment of any person 
who may be consid,ered to have re
sponsibility in connection ther-ewith. 

If there is one thing more than an
other of which as Attorney General 
and l\Iinister of Justice of this coun-

try I feel proud, it is that during the 
years 1914-1.919, when the responsib
ilities of that office were upon me, 
then particularly heavy because of 
War conditions, and since my resump
tion of these responsibilities in the 
autumn of 1928, there has never been 
an instance in which personal friend
liness or personal hostility, political 
friendliness or poli'titical hostility, or 
any other consideration other than 
Dritish honor, British equality and 
British fair play has in any way what
ever controlled or influenced to the 
s 1 ightest degree the handling of the 
administration of criminal law of this 
country. ~othing that Mr. Bowring 
or any of his associates can say, 
either for me and this Government, 
,,t to-night's public meeting or other
wise, nothing that the Daily News can 
s ... v, eitl'1,-r in political support of Mr. 
nowring or otherwise, will be per-
1nitted to affect in the remotest man
ner the question whether criminal 
~1 oceedings should or should not be 
:nstituted again.st bim or other direc
tors of Bowring Brothers Ltd., or any 
ether persons involved in the V!king 
c isaster. It would be improper fo:.
me to make an statement at this mo
ment as to whether any steps will 'b3 
taken or not, and if any steps are 
taken what the nature of these steps 
will be. This is a matte·r which will 
be considered when all the evidence 
and all interim and final reports of 
the Commission of Enquiry come be
fore the Department of Justice for 
consideration. I merely want to em
phasize the point that nothing that 
:Mr. Bowring can say about the Gov
ernment at tonight's public meeting • 
and nothing that the Daily News or 
either newspaper can say, will in any 
way influence the decision. 

)IR, PL~DESTEP....-1\'lr. Speaker, 
might I ask what this spe-ech has to 
do with the matter 1before the House? 
It refers I suppose to a meeting to 
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he held tonight under the chairman
ship of :Mr. Eric Bowring, and what I 
·want to point out is that this House 
is supposed to know nothing whatever 
of that. One would think that the 
Prime Minister would have more re
spect for his office, if not for himself, 
than to deliver a political tirade of 
this nature in the House of Assembly. 

JIIt. EJIERSON.-1\'.lr. Speaker, I 
quite agre with my friend. The whole 
r:iatter is entirely out of order, and 
the speaker should not have been al
lowed to continue. Previously mem
bers of the Opposition have been held 
~P for techicalities, and I say the 
Prime :\Iinister should not have been 
a~lowed to continue without being 
called to order by the Speaker as he 
::ihould have been. 

HOY. MR. SPE.AKER.-The Oppo
sition should have raised an objection. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
:\Ir. Speaker, as regards the latter 
part of the Prime Minister's speech, 
I regard it as more in the nature of 
a threat. 

I would ask that they make this part 
of their enquiry. 

JJR. E)IERSO~.-Mr. Speaker, m ight 
I ask another question? It will be 
r emembered that when the Viking dis
aster was fresh in our minds we were 
informed by the Prime ~finister that 
legislation would be introduced to 
turn over to the Permanent Marine 
Disaster Fund the balance standing 
ever from the Burin Disaster Fund. 
Ko notice of this legislation has yet· 
been given, and I wish to enquire if 

it is going to be introduced. 

RT. HO~. THE PRDI E :MINISTER. 
-:\fr. Speaker, I did not say that legis
lation would be introduced. What I 
did say was that I anticipated that the 
Committee would be approaching the 
Government on the matter. The Chair
man of the Committee, Mr. Reuben 
Horwood, has been out of town for 
some time past and so nothing could 
be done on the matter. The Govern
ment intend to act entirely in con
formity with their wishes, and as 
soon as any notice is received from 
them I shall be glad to inform the 

MR. PL1DDESTER.-Mr. Speaker, House. 
might I ask a question with reference 
to the high explosives magazine 
which is situated at the Battery. I 
should like to know when the recent 
enquiry was on if any investigation 
was made with regard to the safety 
of this magazine? I am informed that 
this magazine has been there now for 
over one hundred years, and hundreds 
cf tons of high explosives are stored 
in it at a time. This is a continual 
rrenace to the whole city, and one of 
these days the whole city will be 
blown to atoms as Halifax was some 
time ago. Perhaps that might not 
L'1ake so much difference, as we are 
blown up financially anyway, and it 
might be just as well to be blown up 
physically as well. However, while 
the Commission is still on the subject 

lVIr. Byrne gave notice of question. 

l\:Ir. Tobin gave notice of question. 

]\fr. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

l\Ir. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Winter gave notice of question . 
Mr. Quinton gave notice of ques

tion. 

Pursuant to notice, and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend the Criminal Law" was 
introduced and read a first time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
read a second time on tomorrow. 
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JIO:\'. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:X.
:;ir. Speaker, I would like to draw 
your attention to the constitutional 
rractice of this Hr o.se, particularly in 

1 
elation to the Adurezs in Reply. It 

seems to me that we sbuald continue 
that part of the business of the House 
and bring it to a conclusion before 
we em1bark upon any pronounced 
policy of the Government. In this con
Lection I am further fortified in that 
ppinion with the expressed words used 
bv l\ir. Bennett, Prime Minister of 
Canada, and passed in the House ·)f 
commons at Ottawa. He was asked 
about the policy of his government 
respecting unemployment and he re
plied that he cou1fJ not ·

1
give any 

pronouncement until the Address b 
Reply was disposed of. Here are his 
exact words : 

(Reads) 

Then l.\Ir. Mackenzie King, in replying 
later, supported the stand taken iby 
~Ir. Bennett, and said as follows: 

(Reads) 

Thus we have not got a better object 
lesson in support of my contention 
than the procedure of the Canadian 
House of Parliament. Consequently, 
I think it is an act of discourtesy to 
His Excellency the Governor to be 
relegating the Address in Reply until 
the dying days of the session and pro
ceeding with other business. 

HO:X. THE SPEAKER.-! might say 
that I am not prepared to rule on it 
today. I have not looked into the 
!!'latter, but if the House is prepare(. 
to go with the other business I am 
prepared to give a ru..ling at the next 
sitting. Mean while I would like to 
tear the views of members of the 
House on the subject. 

JIR. PD>DESTE..R.-Tbe rule is t6 
let the Order go by until 3 QU are ready 
t0 produce your ruling. 

HO:X. THE SPEAKKER.-Quite a 
number of matters have come before 
the House affecting the policy of the 
Government before the Address in 
Reply was disposed of, and I under
stand this has been the practice for 
some considerable time in this House. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-Mr. Speaker, 
That may have happened so far as 
Bills of very little consequence were 
concerned, but I will guarantee you, 
Sir ,-and you can go back over the 
records of this House-that there 
i::ever was a time when Supply, Budget 
and Loan Resolutions were presented 
for discussion before the Address in 
Reply was removed from the Order 
Paper. In the British Parliament the 
~\ddress in Reply is removed from the 
Order Paper after five days. These 
financial matters are connected with 
the policy of the government to a 
large extent because it is the business 
of the Government to find out what 
they propose to do for the ensuing 
year, and the Address in Reply is al
ways passed before that policy is pro
ceeded with. A few days ago the 
Prime Minister of Alberta referred to 
ri question of policy of the Bennett 
Government at Ottawa. The matter 
~as referred to Senator Robertson 

' 
Minister of Labor, who told the Prime 
l\1inister of Alberta that no policy 
could be enunciated until the Address 
in Reply was removed from the Order 
Paper. This is the rule in every Eng-
11 sh Parliament and Premier Bennett 
of Canada is right, corroborated as he 
was in his contention by :\fr. Mac
Kenzie King, Leader of the Opposition 
t~iere. The present procedure here 
never happened in this country before, 
particularly when we have Supply, 
Loan Resolutions and the Budget 
brought down in the House at the 
same time. 

HO:X. THE SPEAKER.-! am pre
pared to put the motion to the entire 
House. 
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JIR.. PrDDESTER.-Go through the 
N' otice of Questions first and we can 
come to the Motion for the Address in 
Reply afterwards. 

MR. EXERSO~.-::.\'Ir. Speaker, I 
think this is a matter that is axiom
atic and one that calls for the unani
mous consent of the House. The 
Speech from the Throne is a declara
tion of the policy or the Government 
for the session, and until the Address 
in Reply has been passed the policy 
of the Government has not been ap
proved of ~Y the House. Bills deal
ing with policy are brought in and 
dealt with after the Address in Reply 
to the Speech from the Throne has 
been adopted. It is true that bills of 
minor importance, even though af
fecting the policy of the government, 
are given the unanimous concur
rence of the House for short periods. 
That is done out of courtesy to the 
Government; but, Sir, business of ma
jor importance cannot be proceeded 
with until the policy of the Govern
ment has been accepted by the House. 
That, I submit, Sir, is axiomatic. At 
the time l\Ir. Bennett, Prime Minister 
of Canada, made his declaration at 
Ottawa, Interim Supply to pay salaries. 
of civil servants had been asked for. 

I submit the position is quite clear 
and it is particularly clear when we 
come to deal with matters of finance. 

The estimates should be brought in 
afterwards. To bring them in before 
the Address in Reply was finished 
would be absurd. The Minister of 
Finance should not !bring in his 
estimates or supply until the Address 
in Reply has been dealt with. 

The Spe€ch from the Throne con
tains the Government's policy for the 
coming year and until it has been 
accepted by the House, the House 
!3hould not consider any other matters 
cf major importance. 

:\Ir. Bennett in his remarks in Can
adian Hansard asked for permission 
to bring in an interim supply bill. 
vVhat happened was that the fiscal 
year in Canada ended on April 1st. 
This interim supply bill was asked for 
l:.i order to pay the civil servants 
their salaries and this Bill was only 
brought in in order that the public 
servants might get their cheques, Yet 
there was much discussion as to 
\l~hether the House could entertain 
this bill before the Address in Reply 
was closed. 

This is what he says:-

(Reads) 

The Prime ::.\'Iinister of Canada agr~d 
with his opponents that such an in
terim supply bill could only be accept
ed on unanimous consent of the H ouse 
before the Address in Reply had been 
dealt with. 

HOX. MI~ISTER OF FINAXCE A:XD 
CL"STOMS.- In reply, Mr. Speaker, I 
think I may say that I personally am 
not looking to either Bennett or King 
for what to do. I think myself the 
best thing these gentlemen can pos
::::ibly do is to stay where they are. 
\Vhat I am looking for is something 
to facilitate business, something more 
informative. 

If I wanted to be sarcastic I might 
say I would like to see how lVIr. 
Bowring intends to manage the fin
ances of the country in the future. 

A few days ago one of the m em
bers of the Opposition, Mr. Puddester, 
I think it was, said that the proper 
procedure for the Finance Minister 
this year would be to bring in the 
Estimates, Supplies and the Budget 
all at once, and in order to oblige the 
honorable members of the Opposition 
this was done. 

Xow we are being referred to Ben
nett and MacKenzie King. I don't 
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care what these gentlemen are saying 
in Canada, this is Newfoundland.The 
Lest advice I can give these genlte
men is that they pay their bills; that 
lheY pay to Xewfoundland the $200,000 
theY owe us. 

Yet these are the men from whom 
we are asked to take dictation; these 
men who are dishonest. Anyway, Mr. 
speaker, I think the Opposition are 
only quibbling. They are filled up 
with a ' little Dutch courage because 
rhere·s going to be a public meeting 
tonight. I'll go to any public meeting 
with you any time, any where. 

The railway or steamship services 
transported about one-half of this pro
duce. 

JIR. EMERSOX.-i\Ir. Speaker, I 
would like to draw the attention of 
the members of the Government to 
certain questions of mine on various 
order papers, which remain unan
i::;wered. To the Colonial Secretary: 
Xos. 64, 66, 68 and 162. To the Prime 
:\Iinister: Xos. 97 and 156. To the Min
ister of Public Works: Xos. 96 & 248. 
To the ::.\Iinister of Finance and Cus
toms: X o. 284. To the l\1inister of 
Agriculture and :Mines: Xo. 125. l\Iost 

MR. PlTDDESTER.-~Ir. Speaker, of these questions have been on the 
in this connection I would like to say 
that I have been Deputy Speaker of 
this House for four years (though per
haps I shouldn't say so myself) and 
l did advocate that the Estimates and 
Budget be presented together, but I 
did not a..dvocate that this should be 
done before the Address in Reply had 
been removed from the Order Paper. 

MIXISTER OF AGRICTILTURE & 
' 

}fl~ES.-Mr. Speaker, I may say that 
it is impossible to give Mr. Byrne the 
~nswer as asked for, but I can give 
tim even more information than he 
requested. I was connected with the 
Department at the time and have, 
therefore, accurate knowledge of the 
subject. 

In the first year we sold 9,000 bar
.i els of potatoes, the second year 
30.000 barrels, and the third year, 
however, sales fell off rather badly. 

The way we manage now is, we get 
in touch with the people who wish to 
get the produce, and with the pro
ducers. obtaining the amount required 
and such like particulars, then put 
them in touch with each other and let 
them do their own bargaining. 

Last year we sold 1700 barrels of 
potatoes, 143 barrels of parsnips and 
carrots. 

order paper for several days and I 
feel that it is time that the answers 
were tabled. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-1\Ir. Speaker, I 
would like to draw the attention of 
the Prime Minister to Question No. 
147. I have asked for a reply to this 
<:uestion a number of times but have 
never received one. We asked these 
questions and we want them answered 
and it is the rule of this House ·and 
every House, that all grievances which 
as a rule are outlined in questions, 
must be settled before supply is taken 
up. The question that I have asked 
deals with reparations. 

~UR. EMERSOX.-Mr. Speaker, ques
tion X o 64, asked of the Colonial Sec
retary, which I have previously refer
red to, deals with a matter of finan
cial importance to this country. It 
has been on the order paper since 
::\larch 26th and should be answered 
before any matters of Supply are 
brought into the House. 

. 
The motion wa~ the Address in 

Reply was then read and passed. 

On motion, the Address in Reply to 
the opening gracious speech of His 
Excellency the Governor was adopted, 
and it was ordered that the said Ad-
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dress in Reply be presented by the 
\Vhole House at the convenience of 
His Excellency. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, the House resolved itself into 
C'v Committee of the Whole to con
sider certain Resolutions affecting 
certain Votes in the Estimates. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
r.iittee. 

HO:X. JII:XISTER FIXANCE A...~D 

160 or 170 thousand dollars and have 
only received the amount of seven or 
eight thousand dollars, which was the 
damage caused by two small fires. 
The proposal now before you is tha: 
the premiums be cut in half, thereby 
saving approximately eight thousanl'! 
dollars per annum. The steamship 
subsidies are being cut; the war pen
&ions would remain the same, and as 
said before, that so far as the r ai t
w ay ·went all those except mechanics , 
laborers, engineers, firemen and con
c<uctors would receive 10 per cent re
duction. These are affiliated with the 
Canadian Brotherhood and for that 

CT:-STO:MS.- Mr. Speaker, I beg to reason their salaries could not be re
move the House into a Committee of C'uced. 
the Whole to consider certain Resolu-
t10ns affecting certain votes in the 
Estimates. 

Mr. Chairman, the day I introduced 
the resolutions regarding the 10% re
duction in the civil service I explained 
the matters in connection therewith, 
and the Resolutions now before the 
House speak for themselves. The 10 
per cent reduction affects all branches 
of the civil service with the exception 
of these outlined in the Resolutions. 
Old Age Pensions will not be reduced. 
Last year an additional $20,000 was 
voted for this purpose. The same ap
plies to pensions of civil servants. 
The amount of $240,000 to be applied 
to the relief of the poor, such as wid
ows, children, etc., will remain the 
same, but the salaries of the officials 
of the Public Charities Department 
,,-ill be reduced 10 per cent. We are 
not reducing the allowances for or
phanages, hospital grants and chari
table institutions, neither are we re
ducing the ·votes for the teachers' 
pensions fund. Insurance premiums 
en Government buildings thruout the 
country amounts to $16,600 per annum. 
The records show that the past ten 
years the Government has paid out in 
fire insurance premiums the sum of 

:\Ir. Chairman, I do not think that 
there is anything further that I can 
add, I feel sure that the Government 
will be criticised on this 10 per cent 
reduction, ibut the condition of the , 
country calls for it and today we have 
to cut our garments according to the 
cloth. 

True, :\Ir. Chairman, I know as a 
politician that it w ill be thrown ba.ck 
in our teeth that we squandered a lot 
of money, but I also know that our 
predecessors in office squandered just 
as much, and as far as that is con
cerned, it is six of one and half a 
dozen of the other. With regar d t o 
the Commissions we have appointed. 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to say that their duties will be fin-
1-~hed by the First of July coming and 
tJ1ey will go out of existence from 
that date. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.-· 
Does that include the Ag.ricultural 
Commission? 

!IO:X. :lIIXISTER FBA:XCE AXD 
CUSTOJIS.-That is under serious 
consideration. There is one thing I 
would like to say and that is we are 
frank about it anyway, we are not. 
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stealing money out of the Agriculture 

nd Mines Department without any a • 
trace or record of it being found, as 
was done in the last adminstration. 
Don't talk to me about Commissions. 
I was in the Opposition for four years 
and there was more money thrown 
away and it was never accounted for. 
and now we are criticised because we 

00 not permit that to happen. 

JIR. Pl'DDESTER.-You were going 
to collect some money? 

HON. MINISTER FIXJL~CE AXD 
rrsTOMS.-If you want to know 
about collecting money, I'll tell it. 
I'm going to collect some more. Our 
friends of the Opposition seem in an 
antagonistic mood this afternoon. 
Mr. Chairman, I have much pleasure 
in introducing this legislation this 
~fternoon and I ask that these resolu
tions be passed. 

JTR. PUDDESTER.-Are we going 
to consider these simultaneously with 
the Estimates or consider them after 
rhe Estimates go through? 

HOX. 3IIXISTER FINANCE AND 
C'rSTOJIS.-\Ye'll pass them now. 

JIR. R~IERSON.-Do you mean that 
v:e have got to pass them right now? 

HOX. JH~ISTER FINAXCE AND 
C'rST03IS.-Yes. 

JIR. EJIERSON.-l\.Ir. Chairman, I 
submit that as these Resolutions have 
tc:en introduced simultaneously with 
the Estimates, we should have a 
longer time to consider them. All the 
financial resolutions were introduced 
ei.t the one time and now we are ask
E::d to consider them practically at 
once. They were brought down Wed
r:.esday and we adjourned until today 
so that we could consider them. On 
Friday, we spent the afternoon on a 
Select Committee on the Public Health 
Bill; on Friday night we had a meet-

ing of our own until one o'clock in the 
morning dealing with the Estimates, 
and I think we are entitled to some 
ccnsideration. On the Address in 
Reply, we facilitated the business of 
the House in every way possible and 
we have no desire to obstruct in any 
v.·ay, and I think that we are entitled 
to go into the question of these Reso
lutions, the Estimates and Ways and 
.i'.Ieans more fully before we are call
ed upon to deal with them at length. 

HON. ~IIXISTER. FIX,L~CE AND 
CUSTOJIS.-l\1r. Chairman, I don't 
wan:t to heckle, but the Opposition got 
from "\"Vednesday to Monday. \Vhen I 
was on the Opposition we only got 
two days. However, Mr. Chairman, I 
a.m prepared to go out of these Reso
htions and go into Supply. 

MR. EJIERSOX.-:\Ir. Chairman, we 
do not want to be here all the sum
mer, and I don't see how you are going 
to close the House earlier by rushing 
these things through. We are not 
prepared to go on with these finan
cial measures and we do not want to 
hang up the House. 

HON. ~IINISTER l,IXANCE AXD 
CUSTOMS.-"\Vhen I was in the Op
rosi tion, the Leader of the Govern· 
ment told me to go ahead and talk. 

MR. EJIERSOX .-You misunder
stood what I said. We will go on and 
talk but we have not studied this 
question in detail, so we cannot deal 
with it as we would like to. 1Ve can 
talk all right, but we don't want to do 
it, but give us a chance to study it 
and we can discuss it shortly. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
:\Ir. Chairman, I don't think that 
these Resolutions are at all fair. I 
think that men who are receiving from 
$9,000 down to about $2,500 should re
ceive a larger percentage of a cut 
than the ordinary clerk who is getting 
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$60.00 a month or less. These men 
should not get a cut of ten per cent. 
They have to support their families 
and dress decently to appear at the 
office. I am sure that the ::.\Iinister of 
Finance and Customs will appreciate 
that and realize that the burden of 
tbe cut should be - placed on those 
higher up who can afford it. 

HOX. ML~ISTER FL~.L~CE AXD 
CUSTOMS.-In reply to the honor
able gentleman, I might say that I am 
prepared to make a deal with the 
Leader of the Opposition. He inti
mated here, in a political way, that he 
doesn't want to see the poor men's 
salary cut. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
~o. no; that is not right. 

HOX. l.IIXISTER Fll~~CE A..~D 

Cl:STOJIS.-Pardon me, he says that 
it is not fair. I will withdraw all 
these Resolutions for a ten per cent 
cut if the Leader of the Opposition will 
agree to put on twice as much Income 
Tax and Business Profits Tax. Instead 
of a man paying 5 per cent he will 
pay 10 per cent, and a business in
stead of paying 8 per cent will pay 16 
per cent, and we will allow the civil 
service to go on as it is. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
What would be the hene:fit of that? 

HOX. illlXISTER, OF FIXAYCE 
Cl'"STO][S.-Mr. Chairman, the Leader 
cf the Opposition says here as a poli
tician so that the members of the civil 
service who read what he says will 
bP discontented, that only the higher 
up should be cut. Well, I say, as an
other politician, that we won't touch 
the civil service at all, but will double 
the Income Tax and Business Profits 
Tax instead, and it is ignored by the 
Leader of the Opposition. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-You must re
member that you are responsible; we 

are not responsible. ''Thou art the 
man." You will be judged, not us· 

' 
and I think that you found tbat out 
since you got into power. I think that 
the request of the Opposition is only 
fair play. 

ROX. •JITXISTER OF FIXA~CE 
CLSTOMS.-You are beginning to 
squeal now. 

1IR. Pl'"DDESTER.-We are not 
squealing; the squeal comes from that 
corner up there behind the Speaker's 
chair. It is not from the Opposition 
that the squeal comes, but from the 
Government. 

HOX. SIR WILLIA..11 COAKER.
\\re are not squealing. 

JIR. PrDDESTER.-You squealed 
ten years ago when you were on the 
Opposition and you threw an ink bottle 
across the House. 

BOX. SIR WILLI.ill COAKER.
There was good reason for it. 

JIR. Pl"'DDESTER.-You must have 
been thinking about the sunny slopes 
oi Jamaica. You squealed ten years 
:igo when your Company was getting 
money from the people. How m uch 
dividend did you pay from your Com
pany? 

HOX. SIR WILLIA..1£ COAKER.
'\Vhat business is that of yours? You 
had a lot of money in it. You put 
your money into the Daily News and 
made about $180,000 in two years. 
Why didn't you put your money into 
tbe :fisheries of the country, and then 
you could talk about it. 

JIR. PLDDESTER.-We were never 
sued in Court for income taxes. You 
started this and we can reply. I 
spent all Wednesday night getting our 
criticism on the Budget ready for the 
people; on Friday I was on a Select 
Committee and on Friday night we 
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had a party meeting until one o'clock 
in the morning, and Sunday is a day 
of rest. All of our party were not 
present at this meeting and we want 
to consider this matter as fully as we 
can .. 

~Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
watter to them referred, had some 
progress, and asked leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

::.\1r. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a message from 
the Legislative !Counqlill acquai'.Jnting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
rassed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
). ct Relating to the Keeping of Dogs" 
,vith some amendments, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the House 
of Assembly. 

On motion of Rt. Hon. the . Prime 
:\1inister, the said amendments were 
read a first time and, with unanimous 
consent, a second time, and passed: 
and it was ordered that a message be 
sent to the Legislative Council ac
quainting that body that the said 
amendments had passed without 
amendment. 

:.\Ir. Speaker informed the House 
tl:at he had received a message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act Relating to the Canning of Rab
bits and other Food" with some amend
ments in which it requests the con
currence of the House of Assembly. 

~fr. Speaker informed the House 
· that he had received a message from 

the Legislative 1Counclli acquainting 

the House of Assembly that it h3.d 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act for the Grading of Potatoes and 
Turnips," with some amendments in 
,\,hich it requests the concurrence of 
the House of Assembly. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

TLESDAY, April 28, 1931. 

The ·House met at three of the 
clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE )IINISTER. 
-1.\fr. Speaker, it is with the deepest 
regret that I have to inform the 
House that Lady Bennett, wife of Sir 
John Bennett, has passed a way. I de
sire, therefore, to move the following 
Resolution: 

RESOLVIDD-That this House de-
sires to record an expression of its 
deep regret at the death of Lady Ben
nett and extends to her husband, Sir 
John Bennett, K.B.E., who for several 
years was a prominent member of this 
House, an expression of sincere sym·· 
pa thy. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.-
1\Ir. Speaker, it is with the deE"pest 
personal feeling that I rise to second 
the Resolution proposed by t!le Rt. 
Hon. the Prime Minister. Only those 
who were favored with the personal 
acquaintance of Lady Bennett are able 
to realise her many sterling qualities. 
She was essentially a lady of the old 
school, and believed that a woman's 
place was in the home with her hus
band and children. In her younger 
days, particularly, she was indefati-. 
gable in doing good works, and no de-
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serving cause was ever refused her 
support. I desire to associate myself 
with the Resolution and to express 
my heartfelt sympathy to Sir John 
Bennett, his sons, and daughter, for 
the great sorrow they are now going 
through. 

MR. GREE~E._.Mr. Speaker, I de
sire to present a petition from the 
residents of :\Iain Street, Bell Island, 
on the subject of a well. The petition 
has been largely signed and has been 
forwarded to me for presentation. I 
give the petition my heartiest support. 
The section is one of the most popu
lous on the Island, and water for 
drinking purposes is most difficult to 
obtain. As will be seen this has a 
great effect in affecting the healtJ. of 
the residents. I request, therefore, 
that this petition may be accepten and 
it? erred to the Department .: .. f Public 
Health. 

Hon. Dr. l\1osdell presented the RA
rort of the Select Committee en the 
Bill "An Act Respecting Health and 
Public Welfare." 

On motion this Report was received 
and it was ordered that the said Re
port be referred to a Committee of the 
\Vhole House presently. 

"\\""hereupon, on motion, the House 
i esolved itself into a Committee of the 
\Yhole to consider the said Report. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

which they regarded 
znd it might be just 
tbe controversial ones. You 
Part (1.) from page (2) to page (7 
This is entirely new. Is it the inte 
tion of t he Committee to read t 
whole part of the sections and re 
the recommendations of the Sele 
Committee; or, supposing we begin t 
read Part (1) section ( 4). I though 
it much better to deal with the con 
tents of each section, but if you lik 
I will give you a summary of Part (1) 

I have gone into the administr a tion 
of the Department as it was discussed' 
in Select Committee and the Estimates 
in respect to Public Health and Pub
l]c Charities, or, as it is known un
der this Bill. Public Welfare, will r e
main as set down previously. Of the 
officials concerned there will be the 
present Secretary of the Board of 
Governors, which is now disappearing. 
\Ye will use that Secretary as a sten
ographer at headquarters. 
no change and no increase in 
there. 

It will be found necessary tq work 
ln under the provisions of the Act as 
at present a Probation Officer, who 
will be paid at the same rate as the 
present such officer is paid. It will 
be probably necessary to transfer the 
man who takes charge of the ambul
ance. With respect to the profession
al members of the staff, they will come 
under the Bureau by virtue of the 
provisions of this Act and they will be 
paid as now, on a voucher from th e 

HOX. DR. lIOSDELL._,Mr. Chair- Bureau. 
man, In line with the Report of t'IJ.e 
Select Committee, perhaps it would 
be just as well to decide and have an 
understanding what parts of the Re
port are to be embodied in the pres~n t 
Act. As far as I understand, the Se
lect Committee decided to have a f1tll 
debate on the new Sections of the BEl 

JIR. EJIERSO:X.-Mr. Chairman, I 
think it would be of advantage to 
know what the total cost of adminis
tration of the department will be and 
showing where increases and de
creases are to be made or hoping to • 
be made. 
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uo:X. DR. l\IOSDELL.-:\Ir. Chair
m~in. as to ·whether the set up provided 
for under this Act would lead to an 
;.,crease or a decrease, I will provide ... 
a lllemorandum for the Commhtee. 
The Part (1) being considered now 
cieals with the central set up of the 
J?ureau. The provision is that i.hat 
Bureau shall consist of all the rni?.m
bers of the Executive Governwen.t 
p~us the two Executive officials c.)n
cerned with carrying out that policy 
as the Bureau may decide upon. The 
fanctions of the Bureau are to review 
aH the problems that may come un
c!er the notice of this particular office. 
~ome objection has been raised as to 
che size of the membership of the Bu
reau on the ground that it would be 
too unwieldly. There are two consid
erations to have this set pu, one being 
that the same sort of organization was 
tried out in one of the Provinces of 
Canada in respect to their Education 
Bureau and which consisted of the 
r:1embers ·of their Executive Govern
ment plus the Superintendent of Edu
cation, and this system was found to 
work out very weli there. 

The other point is that with that 
set up and as matters of public health 
and public welfare represent import
r.nt affairs of public policy it is neces
sary for members of the Executive 
Government to ·be in close touch with 
what is happening from time to time. 
Some considerable fear has been ex
pressed that under this Act there may 
be very considerable increased ex
venditure upon the services represent
ed. \Ye make the point now that no 
such increase is intended to be made 
and \Ve will make quite sure that no 
unnecessary expenditure will be made 
in this connection. 

The staff of the Bureau respecting 
. matters of public health and public 

welfare together with the control and 
management of services and institu-

tions are of an allied nature, and the 
r osition today is that these services 
and these institutions are scattered 
a-:·ound amongst different organiza
t.i.ons. Confusion would result. As a 
matter of fact this has happened be
fore and the failure has been due sole
ly to inefficiency. 

Reference has been made to the of
fice for the purpose of looking after the 
professional staff on these institutions. 
~ n this respect the Bureau for Health 
will have full power. All the sup
plying for everything excepting such 
technical supplies as cfrugs, medical 
equipment, etc., will be in the hands 
cf the Department of Public \Vorks; 
but v;ith regard to the staff, the Bu
reau has powers similar to those of 
the Board of Governors of the Gener
al Hospital. Under the General Hos
pital Act the Board has power to dis
miss or engage any of the staff, from 
the lowest menial upwards. It is, 
however, now proposed to place this 
power in the hands of the Governor 
in Council and to have all appoint
ments effected under this new ar
rangement, under Part 1 of the Bill. 

Regarding Old Age Pensions: As 
yet Old Age Pensions are only partly 
g1 anted, though actually it often hap
pens that a duplicate of assistance. is 
given and this should, of course, be 
avoided; for though one realizes that 
the amount given as a pension is very~ 

small, still these amounts must be 
8pread over as much ground as pos
sible; so that no one person benefits 
from two sources, while another re
ceives no help whatsoever. 

Another provision, and a rather im
portant one, of Part 1, is the appoint
nent of a Business ::\1anager for gen
erally running these institutions. It 
would be his job to see to all sup
plies, other than those of a technical 
nature, their buying and issuing, and 
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generally looking after the institutions 
and check up on them so as to €n
sure their being run as economically 
as possible. 

With regard to Section 5; this Sec
Uon makes provision for the Colonial 
Secretary being Chairman of the Bu
reau, just as at present he is Chair
man of the Board of Health. 

This, gentlemen, is a brief resume 
of Part 1 of the Bill, and if there are 
any points I have omitted I will be 
pleased to answer any question in that 
connection. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
:Mr. Chairman, there is perhaps one 
section of the Bill more remarkable 
than another, the seotion to which I 
refer is Section 5, sub-section 2. 

(Reads) 

Under this section the Colonial Sec
retary, who is a political mouthpiece, 
is also secretary of the Bureau, and 
0n principle I object to this. I am 
prepared to permit the Hon. Dr. Mos
dell, though a member of the House, 
carry out the working of this Bill for 
the rest of the term of this Govern
ment, 1but I feel that after that the 
Bureau should be placed outside the 
rea_lms of party politics. The Colonial 
Secretary is a member of the House 
2.nd should not be a member of the 
Board. 

MR. EMERSON.-Mr. Chairman, I 
wish to say that I quite agree with 
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 
Under Part 2, Section 13, the Secretary 
for the Board must be a medical prac
titioner. Last year this difficulty was 
avoided by making Dr. Campbell As
sistant Secretary and paying him his 
ftes. This is wrong; utterly wrong, 
and mustn't go on. 

Just at present there are three mem
bers of the House who are members 

of the Board, and I object to that on 
rrinciple. 

I quite agree that Dr. Mosdell is the 
only person able to put this Bill into 
working order, and as he insists on re
maining a member of this House £ 
submit to dictation and I agree that 
he remain a member of the House for 
the remaining eighte-en months of the· 
Government's term, if it lasts as long, 
which I don't think it will; but not 
atter that time. I imagine that 18 
months is long enough to get the 
scheme in working order, and as I 
said, the Hon. Dr. l\1osdell is the only 
one man capable of putting the Bill 
into operation. 

I do not agree, however, with the 
Colonial Secr€tary lbeing Secretary of 
the Board. I am not referring to the 
present Colonial Secretary, but to 
future Colonial Secretaries. 

If this Board is, and I understan d it 
is, going to look after pauper relief, 
sick poor, illegitimate children and 
other things of that nature, I think 
the position should be made a perman
ent one outside of politics. 

The Bill itself se-ems a good one 
and should be a great benefit in many 
respects, providing the cost of opera
tion is not too great. 

As I previously said, I think that 
a Board of twelve is altogether t oo 
many and too unwieldly. A quorum 
vrould consist of a majority, which in 
this case would be seven members of 
the Board, and when you tak-e into 
consideration the number of execu
tive meetings that these men will have 
to attend I think you will find it a l
rr:ost impossible to get th€m tog-ether 
to attend metings of this Board. I 
agree that on the Board there should 
be certain members of the Executive, 
but do not think that all the member s 
of the Executive should be on the 
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Board. I think that the Governor in 
council should have authority of ap
rdnting the members and then if 
these members misconduct the affairs 
tlleY can be overruled 'by the Gover
nor in Council. Apart from that, I 
t!!ink that the principal of the Bill is 

2 good one, provided that it will not 
cost the country too much. 

ROX. DR. XOSDELL.-lVIr. Chair
rrnn, as to what is to be done about 
the Bureau, that is a matter of policy 
that will be laid down by the Prime 
}Iinister. As to the remarks made by 
honorable members in connection with 
Hon. Dr. Campbell, I would like to 
point out to them that there is no one 
as familiar with the working of the 
Bill as Dr. Campbell, and the fact that 
he happens to be a member of tl;le Gov
ernment is an accident; but I would 
Eke to inform the House that Dr. 
Campbell has devoted tremendous en
ergy and a great deal of his time to 
this Bill. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
:J.'fr. Chairman, I was wondering now 
if the Purchasing Department of the 
Public \Vorks Department 'bought in 
tbe best markets at the cheapest 
prices? 

JIIXISTER OF PTJBLIC WORKS.
That is the practice. 

)IR. Pr:DDESTER.-Oh no, it is not. 

JlIXISTER OF PUBLIC lYORKS.
::.\Ir. Chairman, our business manager 
gets the very best prices possible. 
"\Ve confine our purchases to the best 
possible sources; we do not purchase 
mdiscriminately and we get the best 
possible prices. I would say here 
now that the Board of Health gets 
lower prices on groceries than any in
dividual in this town. 

MR. EJIERSON.-Can we place our 
orders through the Department? 

MIXISTER OF PCBLIC WORKS.
Mr. Chairman, certainly, we would be 
only too glad. But, seriously speak
ing, there should be no complaint from 
that source. The Board of Health 
gets very good prices. :Maybe the Op
position has had a change of heart; 
t:!1.ey may have become angels. I tell 
you we do not patronise only our big
gest supporters, as you did. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:X.
You said that you do not buy indis
criminately. 

JIIXISTER OF PL'"BLIC 1YORKS.
N o; we buy from certain firms and 
've get satisfaction. 

~IR. PLDDESTER.-Dealing fur
ther with this subject, I asked a ques
tion on the Order Paper some days 
ago-

lIUISTER OF PL'"BLIC WORKS.
Did you really ask a question? 

~tlR. PLDDESTER.-lVIr. Chairman, 
yes; and there are a lot of questions 
that have not fbeen answered yet that 
we want answered. This question 
dc-als with the purchase of gauze, it is 
question ~o. 320, and I direct your at
tention to it. I would like you to ex
plain how there were 50,000 yards of 
gauze purchased in 1929 at 71h cents 
a yard. The next year it was changed 
from Stafford's to Connor's and they 
supplied 30,000 at 51h cents a yard; 
two and a half cents cheaper. The 
next year the order was given to T. 
McMurdo Ltd., and the price paid was 
3.86 cents a yard. I asked that a sample 
(I take it that you could find a few 
old ends left around) be brought down 
here so that we could compare the 
samples and ascertain why there was 
ci. discrepancy in price. Why there 
was 20,000 yards less purchased than 
the year before, and why . 24,000 yards 
was purchased in one day at 71h cents 
a yard? 
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ML""ISTER OF Pl'"BLIC WORKS.-
1\Ir. Chairman, for the information of 
the honorable member I would point 
out first of all that he is just a little 
wrong as regards the 30 ,000 yards. 
That was quite a day's work. There 
was an average of 48,000 yards a year. 
It is true that we paid 71h cents the 
first year and now we are paying 4172 
cents a yard. I will endeavor for the 
satisfaction of the honorable member 
for Bay de Verde to bring down all 
the linen we have up there. I asked 
the superintendents of the various in
stitutions to send me along samples 
of the gauze that was bought in 1929 
from Stafford's at 7% cents a yard. 
J t was found that the mesh was very 
fine and it was considered that a cheap
er gauze would do just as well. J 
consulted the Superintendent of the 
General Hospital and he thought that 
8, gauze of a coarser mesh could be 
used just as well, and Connors' sup
r 1 ied this at 5% cents a yard. 

I think I can -explain that the 
reason we got it for 5% cents a yard 
"as because a large quantity was 
bought. I submitted samples to the 
Superintendent of the General Hos
pital, and the one approved of we 
succeeded in getting for 5% cents a 
yards as against 7 % cents for the year 
previous. This year we obtained 
samples of various kinds. These wen~ 
submitted to the Superintendent and 
the one he selected cost much less. 
This buying of gauze of a cheap-er na
ture and coarser mesh was instru
mental in saving eleven hundred dol
lars. That is my explanation, and I 
hope it is satisfactory. 

]IR~ EJIERSOX.-:VIr. Chairman, my 
experience in connection with the 
iaspection of milk has been that 
for two or three years the Pub
lic Health Department employed 
me as prosecutor. ::.Vlr. Lawlor, the 
Ir..spector of l\Iilk, used to go out 

every morning on the streets and if 
he felt like it he could take a quart 
or pint of milk from a milkman, seal 
it up and bring it to the Department 
to be analyzed. In the first year that 
::: was so employed, there were three 
hnndred prosecutions; in ~he next 
year there were one hundred and fifty 
cases, and in the following yPar there 
were only three or four. Inspection 
by ::.\fr. Lawlor was so good that there 
was no dilution of milk and the barns 
were not so dirty that dirt got into 
the milk. As a result there was a 
great improvement in the milk. I 
think that this inspection should he 
rigidly maintained and if a case 
comes up, no matter who it is, they 
should be prosecuted with vigor. 

JIR. TOBI~.-Mr. Chairman, could 
you tell me if the General Hospital 
and the Sanatorium and the other in
stitutions get frozen meat or fresh 
meat? 

HON. DR. JIOSDELL.-I don't know. 
You see, it does not come under our 
c0ntrol. 

Mr. Speak er resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime :\finister pre
sented a petition from the Grenfell 
Association applying for a Grant of 
Land at Cartwright. 

On motion this petition was re
cE:ived and it was ordered to be re
fe.rred to a Select Committee to report 
as to whether the Rules of the House 
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have been complied with; the Com
riittee to consist of l\Ir. Speaker, Hon. 
~Ir. Lewis, :\1r. Winter. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave 
notice that on tomorrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a Bill entitled 
"An Act Relating to the Standardiza
tion for Export of Dried Codfish." 

l\Ir. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

Hon. Leader of Opposition gave no
tice of question. 

Mr. Tobin gave notice of question. 

Pursuant to notice and leave granted 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
~Iinister, the Bill entitled "An Act 
Relating to Insurance on Crews pro
secuting the Sealing Industry" was 
introduced and read a first time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
read a second time on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain Resolu
tions in relation to the Newfoundland 
Hotel. 

l\'Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
riittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
~:;ome progress, and asked leave to sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was receive<\ 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
tomorrow. 

The Minister of Marine and Fisher ... 
ies tabled the Report of his Depart~ 
lllent for the year 1930. 

Mr Speaker left the Chair at 6.05 
until 8 o'clock. 

~1r. Speaker resumed the Chair 
shortly after 8 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker informed the Hous~ 

that he had received a Message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting the 
House of Assembly that they hadj 
pass·ed the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Amend the Law Relating to Life In_, 
surance" without amendment. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House1 
that he had received a Message from 
the Legislative Council acquaintingi 
the House of Assembly that they had: 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act Re-· 
lating to the Mode of Collection or. 
the Tax on Telegraphic Messages'' 
without amendment. 

The Select Committee appointed to 
consider the petition of the Interna ... 
tional Grenfell Association reported as 
follows: 

To tlie Honourable tlie Honse of 
Assembly: 

The Select Committee appointed tOI 
consider the petition of The Inte,r ..... 
national Grenfell Association begs to, 
report that it has considered the mat
ter to it referred and that it finds thati 
the Rules of this House have beeD.J 
complied with and recommends the1 
introduction of the attached Bill. 

(Sgd.) A. J. WALSH, 

P. J. LEWIS, 

J. A. WINTER. 

Whereupon on motion of Rt. Hon. 
the Prime Minister, the Bill "An Act 
respecting the International Grenfell 
Association" was introduced and read 
a first and second time, and ordered 
to be referred to a Select Committe~ 
for consideration. 
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The Select Committee was appoint
ed as follows: ::..\Ir. Downey, I\Ir. Earle, 
Mr. Godden, ~Ir. Winter, l\Ir. Quinton. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
the Minister of Finance and Customsi 
the House resolved itself into a Com .... 
mittee of the Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HOX. ilIIXISTER OF FIXAXCE A-YD 
CCSTO)IS-Mr. Chairman, the day I 
introduced the Estimates in the House 
I went into details and have very little 
further to add at present except to 
point out to the members on the other 
side of the House that I will supply 
in detail any information that may be 
required by the members and any 
minor changes will be supplied by the 
heads of the various departments as 
we pr9ceed with the debate. 

)[R. PL'DDESTER-I would like to 
ask the Minister of Finance how mucb· 
money is left over as balance of loans 
unexpended. 

HON. THE JIIXISTER OF Fil ANCE· 
AXD Cf"STOJIS-On April 4th there 
was a balance of three quarters of a 
million unexp-ended but that has all 
been allocated for different purposes. 

)IR. PrDDESTER-Mr. Chairman, I 
notice that last year the vote was 
$11,366,196.23 and this year the total 
is $11,467,146.06 or an increase on 
$100,949.83. Notwithstanding the cutSt 
in the Civil Service the vote now ask
ed for is $100,000 more than last year. 
:\lay I ask the Prime Minister -:vllo 
forced him to take this action? VT asi 

it hiJ' government or was it his party'? 
If he won't answer himself may I 
answer for him? The truth is that the 

expenditure but when the party meet
ing was called the party did not stari.a, 
for the increase in expenditure. The
reductions were enforced by the opin
ion of the party. The party sent the 
estimates back to the Government tO! 
be cut. What the Government should 
have done then was to cut the esti
mates to the bone and bring them 
down with the reductions printed in 
them in book form and not resort to 
the extremity of introducing a bill 
authorizing reductions. It is too 
cowardly to talk about. 

The country cannot afford to spend. 
twelve million dollars and it is just 
as well to realise it now The Reso-
1 ution that has come before the House 
is me1'e camoflage. It is trying to 
throw dust in the eyes of the people. 
They are told that something may 
turn up and then the reduced salaries 
will be restored. The Resolutions 
gave authority to the Executive Gov
ernment to do this. And it is a most 
undesirable state of affairs to place 
in the hands of the Executive Gov
ernment the powers which belong 
only to the House. The House is the
proper place to do things like that. 
The Bill not only empowers the Ex
ecutive to restore the salaries cut off 
but it is retroactive and enables the 
Executive in time of political ex
pedience to do things which they 
should not have power to do. The 
House sho.uld vote the money and 
not delegate its powers to the Ex
ecutive 1Government The Governor 
in Council is the servant of this House 
and should not be in existence if it 
has not the confidence of this House. 
Why should power be delegated to the 
Governor in Council? 

JIR. SCA..1DIELL.-Why 
talking like that? Mov-e a 

are 
vote 

you 
of 

Executive Government decided to bring want of confidence and see how it will 
in the estimates calling for the full get on. 
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JIR. PL"DDESTER.-\VTe will see 
bere next. year if it has the confidence 
of the House. 

)IR. SC..LTu1I.ELL.-You leave that to 

us. 

JIR. PLDDESTER.-The House of 
Assembly holds the purse strings of 
this country and it is for us to vote 
monies. 

JIR. SCAlDIE:LL.-You have only 
cne right, and that is the right of re
ducing. 

JIR. PCDDESTER.-Well, we will 
avail of that right and we will give 
you plenty of opportunities to reduce. 
·we have no power to increase but we 
have power to reduce, and if you want 
resolutions to reduce we will accom
modate you. We will move a resolu
tion on every line in these Estimates 
a.nd move that they be reduced. We 
~hall go through these Estimates and 
help the Government come to the con
clusion that they have not been able 
to come to. "In multitude of counsel 
there is wisdom." We realise our re
sponsibility and the honorable gentle
men over there should realize their 
res~onsi'bilities. I am sincere in what 
I am saying. We should get together 
and reduce further. We cannot in
crease. \Ve are heading for disaster 
as fast as we can and the sensible 
men over there on the Government 
benches should realise that. It should 
have been started years ago. 

HON. JMINISTER OF FIN .ANCE 
J.XD CUSTOJIS.-That's the trouble. 

MR. Pl!DDESTER.-Sure that's the 
trouble, and I predict that there will 
be eleven and a half million spent in 
the Estimates next year, and as we go 
through these Estimates now I will 
show you what you did last year. 

Take those subsidies; are you cut
ting the subsidies? Are you not going 

to pay the Railway these subsidies? 
You will cut the Railway $200,000.00. 

HOX. (JUNISTER OF FIX A..'"CE 
.XXD CUSTOJIS.-\Ve took 25 per cent 
off; not $200,000.00. 

JIR. PL1DDESTER.-You are not go
ing to pay the Railway that? 

HOX. L\IIXISTER OF Fil A..'"CE 
1\XD CPSTOlIS.-The hon. gentleman 
is entirely wrong. The subsidies 
were cut $97,000.00; that is not $200,-
000.00. It does not mean that the 
Railway will not receive these sub
sidies, but they will receive the sub
sidies according to the service they 
perform. 

JIR. PCDDESTER.-You mean if it 
is found necessary to tie up the boats 
you will not pay them? 

)[R. E:llERSON.-Has it been done 
before? 

HOX. JIINISTER OF FIXA.."'°CE 
A~D CUSTO::llS.-N o. 

1IR. E:;,IERSO:Y.-What is the idea 
of that? 

HOX. JIINISTER FIXA.....~CE .il~ 

CUSTOMS.-We are not going to pay 
them when they are not operating. 

JIR. ElIERSOX.-Mr. Chairman, 
will the Hon. Minister explain where 
the saving will be. It will be just a 
case of robbing Peter to pay Paul
pardon me using the name 'Peter.' 
The position is this: You pay to the 
Railway certain subsidies every year. 
This year you are not going to pay 
them. Last year there was a deficit 
and this year there is going to be a 
deficit greater by the amount of the 
subsidies that are cut. If there is a 
deficit of the Railway there is a deficit 
on the whole country. 

BOX. ML~ISTER FilANCE A...~D 

CrSTOJIS.-::.\Ir. Chairman, I don't see 
how that will apply. If there is a de-
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fl.cit this year of a half a million dol
lars and we decide to restrict the 
services, we will not operate the boats 
next year, how are we going to have 
a deficit next year? 

. 
3IR. E~IERSON .-:\Ir. Chairman, if 

) ou don't operate the boats you don't 
need to cut the subsidy. You said if 
the boats were tied up you would pay 
i~o subsidy. 

HON. JID"ISTER FINANCE A:XD 
A:XD CFSTOllIS.-\Ve are taking 25% 
off. 

MR. EJIERSO:X.-1\Ir. Chairman, if 
you reduce the service it does not 
mean that you will reduce the ex
I enditure 25 per cent. and you can
not reduce the service 25 per cent. that 
is a matter for the Railway Commis
sion. In any event if you run these 
boats at certain times, if you want to 
cut the services by twenty-five per 
cent. that is that there will no ports 
cut down, you may save coal, but you 
will not save in wages to the crew, 
you will not save in repairs, in wear 
and tear or on insurance. 

HON. JIINISTER FIXA:XCE AND 
CrSTOJIS.-You will save on all three. 

JIR. EJIERSON .-:\Ir. Chairman, I 
an not an expert on these matters, you 
know more than I do, but is is not a 
fact that when a •boat is continually 
being gotten ready for sea it is more 
expensive than when she is running 
l egularly? 

HO:X. JIIXISTER FINANCE AXD 
fUSTOlUS.-No. 

JIR. ElUERSON.-::\Ir. Chairman, oh 
yes, it is. In any event, cutting down 
these services by 25 per cent will not 
save 25 per cent in the running of 
these ships, but that is only a detail. 
A~ the honorable member for Bay de 
Verde pointed out, these reductions 
sl~ ould be voted in the Estimates. 

There is on the Order Paper a set of 
Resolutions for a reduction of ten per 
cent in the various salaries paid to 
civil servants. Supposing these Esti
mates pass as they stand and the Re
solutions do not pass, what will hap
pen to your Budget Speech? \Yhere 
would you be then? 

HON. JIINISTER FINA:XCE A:XD 
crSTOJIS.-I guess I would be out Of 
luck. 

3IR. EMERSO:X.-.:.\Ir. Chairman, I 
quite agree with you. I think that 
the suggestion of the honorable mem
ber for Bay de Verde is a very good 
one. \Ye should have the Estimates 
alone, and every vote should be con
sidered on its merits. You will be 
worse than out of luck, you will be 
out of Government if these Resolu
tions do not pass. That is the posi
tion, and I put it to the Committee 
that these Estimates as they are now 
should not be before us. I take it that 
these Estimates are going to go 
through, but that will not stop our 
criticising them. It does not take 
away from the fact that you bring 
do,vn the Estimates one day and the 
Resolutions to reduce another day. 

These Estimates should •be in t9-e 
form where they can become law when 
the House closes. I don't propose to 
deal with the form of these Resolu
tions on the Order Paper, because 
their form needs serious considera
tion. There is one thing about these 
Estimates that the Minister of Finance 
and Customs cannot boast of and that 
is that there is no serious item where 
he is cutting down on a service. He 
is cutting the poor man who is earn
ing $90.00 or $100.00 a month, but 
tilere is no serious attempt to curtail 
expenditure which is costing thou
sands and thousands of dollars. There 
is not one single instance which the 
Minister can point to where there is a 
serious curtailment. 
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He has told us of the very serious 
financial condition of the country, and 
if we take the E'Stimates as they 
stand today it means an expenditure 
of eleven and a half million dollars for 
the next year. You are going to take 
cff ten per cent from the poor unfor
tunates who have small salaries, but 

_you a re not going to curtail in any 
snious measure any of the larger 
services such as the railway and the 
Eiteamships. You say we are prac
tically bankrupt and still you will not 
cut out a motor car. I was going to 
make some remarks on the question 
of the Resolutions but I have decided 
to defer them until the Resolutions 
come up for discussion; but is is the 
one sad aspect of your Estimates that 
calls for comment and criticism, 
namely, that you have not shown any 
earnest desire to curtail any of your 
huge extravagances that the country 
is called upon to pay for. 

){R. PUDDESTER.- Mr. Chair
rran, a day or two ago I asked the 
Minister of Public Works as to the 
functions performed now by the mem
ber s of the Board of Works. I under
stand a purchasing agent has been ap
poin ted which necessitates the elim
ination of that Board. There are six 
members on that Board who are paid 
$250 a year each; the l\Iinister acts as 
Chairman. Now I understand the 
Board has not met since January 1st 
last, and I, consequently, do not s-ee 
the necessity for having that Board in 
existence. According to the Act the 
Board acts in an advi1sory capacity 
& nd for a number of years acted as 
a purchasing agent for the Depart
ment and fo rthe passing on of sup
plies for the different Government in
stitutions. 

As there iis a gentleman now func
tioning as purchasing agent, I fail to 
see why the Board should be in ex
istence any longer and why this 

House should 1be called upon to vote 
them $1500 a year. I think, ~ir, this 
is an excellent opportunity to have 
this vote cut out of the Estimates, as 
it is not now necessary. These six men 
will not do any work and will not be 
called upon to do any work, and I have 
much pleasure in moving now that this 
Yote be deleted from the Estimates. 
I think this is a good time to begin 
a curtailment in that Department and 
( feel sure that the six men who are 
getting this $1500 can very well do 
without it and this country will be 
$1500 the richer. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
Mr. Chairman, I beg leave to second 
that motion. Feeling sure that the 
Niinister of Public Works is very much 
in earnest in the way of economy and 
now that he has been given a purchas
ing agent, I have no doubt but that he 
is very pleased to have us make this 
motion. These six men already re
ferred to simply act for themselves 
and their particular friends and I feel 
certain that the Minister of Public 
Works will fake advantage of this 
ideal opportunity in making a saving 
for his Department. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
:Mr. Chairman, I would really like to 
oblige the Hon. Leader of the Oppo
sition and Mr. Puddester, becaus,e I 
am sure they are always sincere. I 
am also sure that Mr. Puddester was 
sincere when he was a member of a 
government which was in office from 
1924 to 1928. During that period they 
bad a Board of Works of six members 
and they paid one member, who re
rresented St. John's West, a consider
able sum of money for the purpose of 
keeping the Department advised and 
making sure that nobody but their 
supporters got any patronage. Now 
the Board of Works is an advisory 
Board, but there are more things in the 
Department for them to do besides 
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g1v1ng out patronage. That is the 
smallest part of our work. 

It is very embarrassing sometimes 
for members of the Board to give 
patronage because it happens, through 
r~ o fault of their own, they are in busi
ness themselves, and for that reason 
I have no desire to embarrass these 
members and that is why we appoint
ed a purchasing agent. But there 
are other d1J.ties which the Board has 
to perform; other questions arise in 
which I require the. advice of the 
Board. 

The Board has a great many things 
to discuss apart from any matters 
dealing with patronage, and I only 
hope that when the Opposition come 
into power, if they ever do, that they 
·will not pay a gentleman of their par
ty $500 merely to go down to the De
partment and see that there is no 
member of the other party receiving 
patronage .. 

talk of cleaning stables, well, let t hem. 
talk of cleaning stables, well, let me 
t6ll them that one of their members 
spent between thirty and forty thou
sand dollars of the public money to 
be elected in 1928. 

Xow let us get down to business. 
It is my job to bring in this legislation 
&nd I'm doing my best, and if the 
Opposition is going to talk about clean
ing stables let me tell them .that 
when we got them they were dirty a nd 
they're still stinking. If we are going 
to discuss business, let's do it in
telligently. 

MilISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Mr. Chairman, I don't think a vote of 
$250 each for the six members of t his 
Board is unreasonable. The Board is 
far from useless. It manages a great 
cleal of business for the country in 
practically all respects and there a re 
no attempts whatsoever to get busi
ness for themselves or their friends. 

MR. EMERSON.-Mr. Chairman, I 
MR. PO>DESTER.-That's alright, think in the heat of the argument 

but let's get more serio:is. You are 
making a burlesque of it. We're not 
going to get anywhere if you are go
ing to treat every vote as a burlesque. 
Perhaps $1500 isn't much; maybe it 
falls like manna from heaven; but 
$15000 means a lot to this country. 
We're going to clean out our stables 
before we go any further. 

HON. MINISTER FIXA:NCE L~D 

C"GSTOJIS.~l\lr. Chairman, I'm sick 
of all this nonsense about fifteen hun
dred dollars. We're talking about 
saving fifteen hundred dollars, but 
we're spending four and three-quarter 
million dollars on the Civil Service, 
and if a cut is suggested in the Civil 
Service all we hear is "the poor Civil 
Service." The Opposition is not 
sincere; they are only using this trash 
for party purposes and it's in their 
papers every day. We want economy, 
and if the Oppos~tion are going to 

many things were said which we mis
understood. The Minister of Finan ce 
dces not seem to like what we a re 
saying, but I may say we have 180 
pages to consider and he can't expect 
us to go through thes·e 1.80 pages with
out some severe criticism. 

I am afraid in the acrimony of the 
immediate moment the Hon. Minister 
of Public Works and my friend, the 
member for Bay de Verde, took the 
matter rather too personally. 

It is no use arguing about this $1500, 
it is only a flea-bite compared with 
other items. It does not mean any
thing, only as a matter of principle 
everything has to be cut. And if he 
cares to admit it, no one knows this 
better than the Minister of Public 
Works. We are talking in millions 
and we have to cut everywhere and 
we should have done it years ago, 
and everyone knows it. 
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HOX. MIXISTER POSTS & "TELE
GR.APHS.~::\:Ir. Chairman, this is the 
first time since my connection with 
this House I have ever been accused 
cf taking money for which I wasn't 
giving service. I was asked to go on 
this Board and I accepted member
ship, and if it any satisfaction to the 
public then I'll resign from this Board. 

JIR. FITZGIBBON.-Mr. Chairman, 
I wish to take this opportunity to re
ply to the remarks of the members 
()f the Oppositon regarding the Board 
nf which I am a member. I was also 
a member of this Board when the 
\Yarren Party was in power. 

\Ye give greater service for our 
money than any of the other officials, 
and I say this without fear of contra
diction. 

\Ye are paid only twenty dollars a 
month, yet hardly a day passes but I 
am consulted with regard to some 
matter for the Board; not a week goes 
by but there is a meeting of the Board 
ofhm going on until after midnight. 
A great deal of the country's business 
is transacted by this Board, to the ex
tent of hundreds of thousands of dol
lars. Not a post office, or such like 
building, goes up but we are consult
ed on it, and for all this we receive 
$20.00 per month. I don't think that 
this is a very extravagant wage to pay 
the members of the Board considering 
the amount of work they do. 

RT. HOX. THE PRDIE IDNISTER. 
-i\Ir. Chairman, I desire to confirm 
v. hat the Hon. iVIinister of Posts and 
Telegraphs has just said. He did not 
seek a place on the Board, and it was 
only under pressure from me that he 
agred to accept the place made vacant 
by the death of the late lVIr. Grimes. 

MR. EJIERSO:X.-Mr. Chairman, I 
have no desire to cast any reflection 
on either l\fr. Halfyard or Mr. Fitz-

gibbon or any other member of that 
Board, but merely say that in my 
opinion this Board is an unnecessary 
expense and should be abolished. 

ltIR. PUDDESTER.-1\Ir. Chairman, 
with reference to the vote for the Gov
ernment Engineer's Office. We want 
an opportunity to discuss the vote for 
the Highroads, and will either do it 
now or when the Highroads vote comes 
up for discussion. The Government 
Engineer receives a salary from that 
Department of $4,600.00 a year, and it 
is a well-known fact that he is also 
paid $1400.00 a year as a Highroads 
Commissioner. He may be worth 
$6,000.00 a year. Since the Govern
ment has taken over the Railway Mr. 
Hall has had very little to do in con
nection with that from an engineer
ing standpoint. l\.:Ir. Robinson, the 
Assistant Engineer, gets a salary from 
Lhe Engineer's Department of $2,200.00 
a, year and an additional salary from 
the Highroads Commission of $1.400 a 
year, making in all a total of $3,600.00 
a year. I have no objection to his re
ceiving a salary of $3.600.00 a year and 
f Pel that his work probably deserves 
that salary, but I do think and con-. 
tend that instead of paying these 
gentlemen one salary from the Gov
ernment Engineer's Department and 
another salary from the Highroads 
Commission, that they should be lump
t.d together and voted in one salary 
by this House. 

X ext on the programme is the Ma
sonry Superintendent, who gets a 
salary of $2500.00 a year and an addi
tion of $500.00 a year from the High
roads Commission. These amounts 
should also be voted as one salary. 
In connection with the Masonry Sup
erintendent I want to draw the atten
tion of the House to the fact that this 
gentleman last year ran a car at the 
expense of the Government and the 
upkeep of that car cost the country 
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~2,508 .00, which in my opinion is an 
unnecessary expense. I do not think 
that any private citizen who is driv
ing a car would ever allow it to cost 
this amount to operate. There is an
other car, "C. 101," and it would pay 
the Minister of Public Works to keep 
his eye on this car which is continu
ally going back and forth over the 
roads on Sun days and holidays as well 
as working days, and most of the time 
it is used for joy-riding. It would be 
u. great save if in stead of having this 
car tearin g along the roads on joy
riding expeditions, it was kept in the 
barn on Sundays and holidays. These 
a r e examples of unnecessary expense 
that should be cut out, and when the 
previous Government was in power 
there was no member in the House 
c_.f Assembly who so strongly criticised 
tbe expenditure in this connection than 
the present Chief Commissioner of 
Highroads, Mr. Hibbs. 

If we are going to discuss the allo
cation for the Highroads now, I want 
to place on record that the amount 
cf one million seven hundred and fifty
five thousand dollars ($1,755,000) is 
altogether too much to spend in one 
year. \\i""'hen the Monroe Government 
expen ded $365,000 on similar work the 
Minister of Public Works was the 
first person to stand up and abuse 
them and criticise it. There was an 
answer to a question tabled today 
which showed that Dwyer's Road, a 
C.iversion from the Hodgewater Line 
w the Trinity Bay Line, which meas
ured one and one-fifth miles, cost this 
country $12,106.00, and I say here that 
there was absolutely no necessity 
whatever for this diversion. There 
was a perfectly good road going 
through Whitbourne and it only took 
motors a matter of five or six min
utes to go around that road, and I 
feel sure that nobody cared because 
of the amount of the time. 

It is a difficult country? It should 
never have been done. If it was done 
for relief purposes or to avoid desti
tution, all right; but if the H on. :\Iin
h;ter were on this side of the House 
he would denounce in no uncertain 
terms the fact that it had cost three 
or four thousand dollars a m ile, and 
this diversion cost $12,165.00. When 
the building of this road was being 
considered he should have said "No." 
This diversion on ly saves five or ten 
minutes run. He spends $12,165.00 on 
tb is road. I heard it said by a man 
not connected with politics in any way 
that the Highroads Commission has 
enough machinery to dig the Panama 
Canal. 

lITXISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
:'.fr. Chairman, in reply to the honor
a·!Jle member, I know that Mr. Pud
d0ster would like to see the expendi
ture reduced and I am surprised to 
see that he has permitted Page 7 of 
the Estimates to pass without com
ment. I am not trying to exonerate 
myself, but I do ask l\Ir. Puddester 
it he is sincere when he talks about 
cutting the Government Engineer 's 
salary, and he allows to pass without 
votice the fact that the Chairman of 
the Board of Liquor Control receives 
$5,000 a year for bailing out booze. I 
say that that is a disgrace. That sal
ary was voted by the l\ionroe Govern
ment. Then you cr iticise Mr. Hall's 
salary, a first-class engineer. W hy, 
these people at the Board of Liquor 
Control would not earn their salaries 
in five years. If you go back to Page 
7 and make the motion to cut these 
salaries, I will support you. 

JIR. E)IERSO~.-l\Iake the motion 
yourself. 

illXISTER OF PirBLI C WORI{S.
Mr. Chairman, l\Ir. Puddester severely 
crHicises the Highroads Commission 
because l\Ir. Le.elands had received 



HOUSE OF ASSE:\IBLY PROCEEDIXGS 307 

~9500.00 on his car. l\Iaybe lVIr. Pud-
'i .... 

dester can remember when a supervis-
ing engineer got $7,000.00 to spend on 
his car, and he may remember that I 
was the one man in this House who 
insisted that the Government buy him 
a car, and now they say that it is a 
crime. $2,500.00 for his car, and he 
E-aves about $1.1,000.00 on the building 
cf bridges and such things. I think 
that the Opposition and Government 
will agree that no more competent 
man could be found. He covered 35,-
000 or 40,000 miles last year and that 
is why the cost is so high. It is bet
ter to pay $2500.00 and save $11,000.00 
in seing that bridges are constructed 
under expert supervision. 

I would like, if my honorable friend 
wants to discuss Highroads matters, 
for him to discuss them from an in
telligent point of view. I do not 
want to cast any reflection on Mr. Pud
dester. but I think that his memory is 
getting short, failing~ perhaps. He 
.Eays that the greatest amount that the 
.:\Ionroe Government spent was $365-
. 000.00. Well, if I remember rightly, 
they spent $1,250,000.00 in one year. 
At one time they had 5,000 men on the 
payroll. We never had as many as 
that, although I will admit that last 
year we had more men than we could 
handle, but because of economic con
ditions we had to give employment, 
cind if Mr. Alderdice were the Prim-e 
-:\Iinister he would have to do the same 
thing unless some miracle occurred, 
and miracles are very rare these 
tlays. 

"\Vith regard to this Road, it is true 
that we built a connecting road. It is 
a highroad, a main trunk road, and in 
future people coming from Bona vista 
Bay and Trinity Bay will not have to 
go six or seven miles out of their 
way. I admit that the one and a half 
miles could have been done cheaper, 
but we had to give the men the work, 

and if l\lr. Puddester is not too forget
ful he may remember asking me if I 
could fit some of his men in there, 
which I did and that helped to swell 
the cost. I don't think that there 
should be any kick about the Gov
ernment Engineer receiving $4,200.00 
and $1,600.00, as I think that Mr. 
Hall deserves and earns every dollar 
of it. We get far greater value for 
this than we do for the $5,000.00 and 
two $4,000.00 that are paid to the mem
bers of the Board of Liquor Control. 
On some construction jobs the Gov
ernment Engineer saves his salary ten 
times over. I say without fear of suc
cessful contradiction that the Gov
ernment Engineer saved us $50,000.00 
last year. He is in a better position 
to do so than these men who are 
Landling the distribution of liquor. 
J suggest that they be cut down, and 
get a couple of clerks to do the work 
at about $2,000 each. 

This road we were speaking about 
cost quite a bit of money, but your 
Government spent $16,000.00 on one 
mile, it was not a mile, of road . 
There was not a mile of new road 
built until this government came into 
office. This road was a road built out 
in the wilderness; it is a different 
proposition if the road was there al· 
ready and you had only to build it 
up. I myself, personally, checked up 
and found that the Monroe Govern
~nent spent $16,000.00 on one mile of 
road. 

MR. EJIE'RSOX.-Where was that? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Betwen Middle Bight and Kelligrews. 

Jffi. PLDDESTER.-What did that 
road near Spreadeagle cost? 

JIL~ISTER OF PUBLIC 1VORKS.
Mr. Chairman, it cost considerable 
money. There were very heavy gorges 
and heavy- fills. This was not an or-
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cfinary road; maybe this route should 
haYe been avoided, but it is a very 
difficult road. 

JIR. PL""DDESTER.-How much did 
three miles cost? 

JIL"VISTER OF PL"BLIC lYORKS.
I can't tell you. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-Didn't it cost 
$51,000.00, survey and all? 

MINISTER OF POJLIC WORKS.
Oh no, oh no. 

:JfR. PLDDESTER.-I would like to 
remind the Hon. Minister that he can
not excuse himself by referring to 
other governments. I am not defend
ing the Monroe Government. They 
made a lot of mistakes; we all make 
them; but we are not here to discuss 
the sins of the Monroe Government. 
You have been two and a half years 
in office and you have to defend your
self. Referring back to Page 7 which 
the l\Iinister referred to, I move that
if you will allow us to revert back to 
this, Sir-that the salary of the Chair
man of the Board of Liquor Control 
be cut down to $4,000.00 and the two 
Commissioners to $3,600.00. 

:lIL.~ISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
I have much pleasure, Sir, in second
ing that motion. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE )[IXISTER. 
-Th-e first motion is that this vote be 
reconsidered. 

lfR. EMERSON.-Mr. Chairman, I 
don't think that we should accept 
those challenges without knowing 
what they mean. This means that the 
Chairman of the Board will get $4,-
000.00 less ten per cent and the Com
.missioners $3,,600.00 less ten per cent. 
The Chairman of the Board was taken 
from a good job in the outports as 
~VIagistrate at a substantial salary and 
the salary offered him was not con-

sidered too high at the time, and now 
you suggest taking $1,400.00 off his 
salary; is that fair? Unless it is 
shown that he has failed in his duty, 
I don't see why he should be picked 
t1 pon to have his salary reduced. I 
would like to point out that when he 
took over the job he took over an 
ugly mess and he has cleaned u p that 
riess very well. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
~1r. Chairman, I agree with the mem
ber for Placentia East. It may be 
all very well to take up challenges, 
but what of the victim? Imagine :\Ir. 
lVIi:flin's feelings when he gets up to
morrow morning and see.s that there 
has been $1,400.00 taken off his salary 
because the member for Fogo took up 
the challenge of my honorable friend 
the member for Bay de Verde and 
c.ut the salary of one of the ·most 
trusted and reliable men in the civil 
service. 

HOX. JIL~ISTER FIXANCE AXD 
CUSTOMS.-There is another very 
trusted and reliable man, Mr. Keating. 

BOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITI ON.
I was not saying anything about Mr. 
Keating. 

MD"ISTER OF lIARI~E AXD 
FISHERIES-Mr. Chairman, I think 
Sir I may term what is goi'.l.g un her e 
as a burlesque and a farce and it is 
time that the comedy ::;houl1l he cut 
out. l\Iembers on the other side should 
be sincere. They talk about retrench
ment but when a reduction of tt~n per 
cent. is put on salaries the:1 are not 
prepared to support it. They say 
their job is to reduce but they are not 
prepared to reduce the salary of the 
head man in the liquor department 
who gets $5,000 a year. Now referring 
to the salary, or salaries I should 
say, of the Government Engineer. That 
Sir is another joke and a huge cod. 
He is voted $4,600 a year here as 
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GoYer nment Engineer and he gets 
$1.400 more, without authority from 
this House, as Deputy Head of the 
Highroads Department. Then we 
have a man named Cochius getting 
$4.600 a year, another named Needles 

50 many thousands more in salaries 
from the Highroads Departments be
sides what they get for motor cars 
and none of it voted by this House, 
although the people of the country 
got t o pay the bills. The Government 
Engineer is not worth $6,000 a year, 
r maintain he should not be paid it, 
neither should his chief assistants. 
They are getting more than depart
menta l heads. I think it is scandalous 
and should not be tolerated. If we 
have any authority here we should 
vote the salaries for the Highroads 
De;:iartment as well as for the En
gineer 's Department. Imagine men 
like Needles and Cochius getting more 
salar y than the heads of Departments. 
I say Sir the whole thing is ridiculous. 
The same applies to the liquor de
partment where three men are getting 
$13,000 a year and don't earn it. The 
thing is a farce comedy and when I 
get into my own Estimates I will dis
cuss the matter more fully. 

JICTISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS-
Mr. Chairman, just a word or two by 
way of explanation. I do not see any
thing wrong in the suggestion that 
the salaries of the Government En
gineer 's and Highroads Department 
should be voted in the House. :V1ay 
be they would be much better off if 
that were the case because we have 
to r emember that as highroad officials 
they would not be entitled to pensions; 
but I do not think that this House 
would s·eriously consider the cutting 
of Mr. Hall's salary. I feel sure the 
Opposition members would not cut it. 

The Government Engineer acts as 
Chief Commissioner of Highroads and 
has very arduous duties imposed upon 

him and anybody who goes to Mr. 
Hall's office can s8'e that. Perhaps he 
has one of the most important jobs in 
the whole civil service and I think we 
should think twice before reducing 
his salary. Regarding the shggestion 
of Mr. Lake as to having the salaries 
for the Engineer's and Highroads De .. 
partment voted here I think it is im
material. I do think that Mr. Hall is 
in an entirely different position from 
Mr. Miffi.en, Chairman of the Liquor 
Department. l\'Ir. Miffien is not over
worked and should be reduced al
though we will get abused for that 
from the Opposition members. 

~UI~ISTER OF MARIXE AND 
FISHERIES-I say that Mr. Hall is 
not worth $6,000 a year and Mr. 
Cochius, Neelands and the others are 
not worth many thousands they are 
getting. This is a damn curse to the 
fishermen of this country and I for 
one am not going to stand for it. I 
am going to see this whole matter 
through before this session closes. I 
am tRlking common sense and on be
half of the fishermen and the people 
who sent me to this House to represent 
them. It is high time Sir for the Min-. 
ist~r of Public Works to cut this funny 
talk and get down to business, and it 
is time that these immense sums of 
money paid out to officials for high
roads was taken charge of by this 
House. I am sick of it. 

JIINISTER OF PCBLIC WORKS
May I ask the Hon. Member to whom 
he is referring. 

JIIYISTER OF :JIARINE AND 
FISHERIES-I am referring to you 
and it is time these extra salaries 
were cut out for Highroads including 
the one· you are getting yourself. 

)IIllSTER OF PUBLIC WORKS
Do you want to create a scene? 
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HON. llIIXISTER OF FINA.~TE 

AND CUSTOMS-Mr. Chairman, I rise 
to a point of Order. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

HIS HOXOUR THE SPEAKER
"C'nder the Rules of the Hous·e when a 
commotion arises the Speaker is en
titled to take the Chair, and now that 
order is restored I would ask that the 
Committee of the ·whole House con
tinue to discuss the Order for Supply. 

JII~ISTER OF PCBLIC 1VORKS
l\1r. Chairman, continuing my remarks 
on the subject now before the Chair 
I would like to say that I want no 
more unseemly interruptions and am 
not standing for any either. I hav·e 
done just as good work on behalf of 
the people of this Colony as anybody 
in this House and I have done just as 
hard a work as any other member of 
this House to reduce expenditure. I 
am not ashamed of my record as 
Minister of Public 'i\Torks or as Chair
man of the Highroads Commission and 
I defy any man to point the finger of 
scorn that I have done wrong as a 
public man. When I get up to speak 
I have my own individuality to ex
press myself and do not want to be 
dictated to as to how I shall talk. I 
am not appealing now to St. Joh n's 
galleries or to any other galleries. The 
people whom I represent and who I 
h&ve to appeal to know me full well 
and have confidence in me and I 
have never done anything to cause 
them to lose that confidence. Re
ferring again to the Liquor Control 
Department I fail to see why two 
Commissioners should each receive 
$4000 a year or $400 more than Deputy 
Heads of Departmental offices. The 
latter gentlemen have more responsi
bility and more work and I say it is 
not fair. I do not insinuate that these 
Commissioners are not doing their 
duty, but it is absolutely unfair to 

pay $13,000 a year for three men to 
run the Liquor Board and at the same 
time talk about cutting the salary of 
such an important man as ::.\Ir. Hall 

' so that when we come to speak about 
economy why not we be just about it. 

JilXISTER OF llIARBE AXD 
FISHERIES-Mr. Chairman, I want 
to tell the Hon. l\1inister that I am 
impervious to his remarks. I don't 
know if I am in order or not but I 
now move that the vote for the En
gineer's Office be passed over until 
we come to the Highroads vote and 
the two be passed together. 

l\IR .. EJIERSON-I wish to second 
that motion. 

RT. HON. THE PRIJIE :JiIXISTER 
- I have great pleasure in complying 
with the wishes of any Minister of 
the Crown even if it is made in heat. 

MR. PLDDESTER-Mr. Chairman, I 
wish to amend my motion. I move 
that the salary o.f the Chairman of 
the Board of Liquor Control be re
duced to $4,400 and those of the other 
two Commissioners to $3,600 and the 
ten per cent. cut apply after that. 

HON. JIR LE1YIS.-Mr. Chairman, 
I wish, Sir, to associate myself with 
what l\Ir. Lake has just said in 
this connection, and I agree entire
ly with him. This matter is too broad 
to be considered in the light of party 
politics. The question of reduction 
is the greatest one that the country 
has faced for years and though it is 
bristling with difficulties it must be 
faced. The knife must be used wher
ever possible and where it will be 
least felt. I will vote with the op
position in reducing the votes as the 
Committee goes along. I think that 
the salary of the Government Engineer 
is too high. His present duties are 
lighter than when the railway was 
not government owned, and yet he is 
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pi._icl more money. It is wrong, and I 
will vote to have it reduced. The same 

2~pplies to Mr. Cochius. The appoint
ment of this man 'vas a travesty. He 
should never have been brought here. 
It is an imposition on the taxpayers 
to have to pay his salary and I will 
vote to have his salary deleted from 
these estimates or from whatever de
partment he is paid. There are more 
capable road builders in the country 
than this man. 

HON. JIINISTER OF FI:XA:XCE AND 
crSTO)IS-l\Ir. Chairman, the Mon
roe Government built the Hotel and 
now we've got to sell it and it's after 
costing the country over $600,000.00. 

The ~'lonroe Government saddled us 
with the Highroads, which is after 
costing the country millions, and 
we're being told that we're being re
paid through the duty received by the 
customs on new cars brought into the 
country, but if things go on as they 
are going there aren't going to be any 
new cars come into the country. 

In addition to the Highroads we 
have the liquor· mess. They brought 
in prohibition; who wants prohibition, 

• 
I don't and I don't care who knows it. 
It's only a cod any way. I know the 
people who talk about prohibition. Yes 
~nd the next thing I found them drink
ing whiskey; they are only a bunch 
of hypocrites. 

We're talking about cutting salaries, 
but on the Liquor Board two officials 
were appointed at salaries exceeding 
those paid the Deputy Heads of De
partments of the Crown, and what is 
more these men were moved in over 
the heads of many more deserving 
civil servants. Look at the late 
Collector of Customs, Mr. LeMessurier 
and the present official Mr. Hutchings, 
and in the Department of Finance we 
have l\Ir. Keating, one of the most 
trusted of our officials. l\1r. Keating 

is no great friend of mine but he's 
served the country for forty years 
and no one in this House can point 
a finger of scorn at him. No more 
loyal servant of the Crown exists. 

Look what prohibition is after 
doing to the country, we're drinking 
more now than we did before and it's 
got to such a pitch that I doubt if we 
can do without it. \Yhat happened 
when we closed up the rum shops. In 
1914 we imported 30,000 gallons and 
now we are importing nearly 60,000; 
that's what's after happening. Look 
what prohibition did for America, 
ruined every decent individual in it. 

\Yhy only the other day I was read
ing a criticism in the Evening Tele
gram, of a book just then published, 
this was the autobiograhy of a notori
ous crook, a bootlegger, Al. Capone. 
Tlds man was enabled owing to pro
hibition to make about thirty or 
forty million dollars. 

Those who are advocating pro
hibition are only a set of hyprocrites, 
why, gentlemen they drink more than 
the people they're talking against. 
They drink everything and they drink 
it everyhow they even take it in milk, 
I have seen them do it. 

l\lr. Chairman, the reason why I 
want the salaries of the Highroads 
official voted in the estimates is be
cause I don't want the department to 
become a permanent one for if it does 
we'll never be able to remove them. 

This country doesn't want a High
roads policy. \Ve were saddled with 
a Highroads Commission and owing 
to the economic conditions we were 
forced to keep on with the Highroads. 
But if to-morrow things brighten up 
we wouldn't want to be saddled with 
a Highroads Commission. That is 
why I want these salaries voted for if 
not they will assume the standing of 
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civil servants, and we won't be able 
to blow them from their positions. 

Now we've had quite a frank dis
cussions and we're after getting 
through a lot of work. 

l\Ir. SpBaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, had made· 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Amend the Crimin
al Law" was read a second time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be. 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 

The remaining Orders of the Dayi 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
four o'clock on tomorrow afternoon, 
April 29th, instant. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

WEDNESDAY, A1n·il 29, 1931. 

The House met at four of the clock 
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

M:r. Emerson gave notice of question 

Mr. To'bin gave notice of question. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act Relating to the Standardization 
for Export of Dried Codfish" was in-

troduced and read a first time, and it 
was ordered that the Bill be read a 
second time on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to consider certain 
Resolutions in relations to the New
f oundl~nd Hotel. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. BOX. THE PRillE :JIIXISTER. 
-Mr. Chairman, as I said previously, 
these Resolutions deal with certain 
privileges of the Newfoundland Hotel 
Facilities. Newfoundland Hotel Facil
ities Ltd. is in liquidation and Sir 
-~Villiam Lloyd has been appointed 
liquidator. 

Pursuant to an order of Mr. Justice 
Kent's, the Hotel is for sale by tender 
and this has been advertised both in 
Newfoundland as well as outside. 

Sir \\'"illiam Lloyd informs me that 
several possible purchasers 
communicated with him and 

have 
there 

have been enquiries as to whether 
certain privileges allowed the ori
ginal company would be given the pur
chaser of the Hotel. Sir William in
forms me that whether or not this 
would be permitted would make a 
great difference in the purchase price. 
I may say that it is quite possible 
the Hotel may not rBalise sufficient to 
relieve the Government of their re
sponsibility to the bondholders. I in
structed Sir William to get in touch 
with the Deputy Minister of Justice 
and arrange the legislation necessary 
for the purpose of bringing the mat
ter before the House. 

The part ref erred to is contained in 
paragraph 14. 
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(Reads) 

){R. EJIERSON.-Mr. Chairman, I 
must admit that I am speaking with
out any consideration of the matter, 
but offhand it seems to me that if 
things took a change and brigtened up 

2 nd we had a large tourist traffic 
then this hotel would be in a strong 
position and it does not seem quite 
fair that this Hotel should not lbe ex
cepted from certain tax€s. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
n'ported that they had considered the 
:c.iatter to them referred, had passed 
the said Resolutions with some 
amendment. and recommended the in
troduction of a Bill to give effect to 
the same. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and the Bill entitled "An 
Act in Relation to the Xewfoundland 
Hotel" was introduced and read a 
first time, and it was ordered that the 
&aid Bill be read a second time pres
ently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous con
sent, and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
~,\ct in Relation to the Newfoundland 
Hotel was read a second time, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be re
ferred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
vf Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the 1\Thole to consider the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Amend the Crim
i~al Law.'' 

Mr. Speaker l,eft the Chair. 

lVIr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HOX. THE PRDIE JIIXISTER. 
~Ir. Chairman, Section 71. of the 1925 
Act reads as follows:-

(Reads) 

This means that if a person is on trial 
on a charge of manslaughter arising 
out of a motor car accident, the jury 
~s not confined to bringing in a ver
c1 ict of manslaughter. They may now 
hold the accused guilty under Section 
71 of the Highway Traffic Act and if 
he were found so guilty he would be 
barred from being prosecuted fur
ther in respect to an offence arising 
out of the same facts. This was done 
at the instance of the Department of 
Justice with the collaboration of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court so as to 
expedite and make easy the handling 
of criminal cases of this sort. 

)[R. EMERSO:X.-Mr. Chairman, I 
think that this Bill is a good one. It 
is more in the nature of a Bill dealing 
with psychology. In most motor car 
cases arising through neglect on the 
part of the driver, or the driver being 
drunk, or speeding, the ,jury looks up
on manslaughter as a very serious 
crime and will not bring in a convic
tion except where the evidence is 
overwhelmingly against the accused. 
The idea of this is that the jurors may 
bring in a verdict under Section 71 of 
the High ways Traffic Act for which 
the maximum sentence is two years, 
for manslaughter the maximum sent
ence is life, in other words if the de
fendant is found guilty under this 
section, the jurors merely make a 
recommendation of mercy to the 
judge. You will c:ll agree that most 
juries were sympathetic to motor car 
drivers in recent years. I think that 
this Act should have been brought in 
before, I often discussed this matter 
with other members of the legal pro
fession and I am pleased to find that 
now the Government is bringing it in. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO~
case of a person being drunk in charge 
i\Ir. Chairman, what happens in the 
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of a car and kills someone in that 
condition? Would the Bill allow that 
person to be charged under the High
way Traffic Act? 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE :lIIlISTER 
Mr. Chairman, the object of this sec
tion is as so ably and learnedly point
ed out by my Hon. friend, Mr. Emer
son, and is quite clear. \Vhen a per
son is proceeded against on a charge 
of manslaughter arising out of a motor 
car accident, the jury may find the 
man guilty and the judge may impose 
the maximum sentence-life; now the 
jury having thought of the significance 
of this terrible crime may urge them
selves to bring in a verdict of not 
guilty, they are very seldom inclined 
to convict under this section when 
the jury comes to an agreement that 
it is a minor offence, they may reduce 
it to Section 71. In the case of a man 
charged with the murder the jury may 
reduce it to manslaughter but in the 
case of manslaughter the jury cannot 
reduce the charge to a lower offence. 
This section gives the jury the right 
to reduce the charge to manslaughter 
to a lower offence in the case of motor 
car accidents. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had 
passed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
Minister, the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Amend the Criminal Law'' was read a 
third time and passed, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be engross
es., being entitled as above, and that 

it be sent to the Legislative Council 
with a ::\1essage requesting the con
currence of that body in its provisions. .. 

'I'he remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
to-morrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

THURSDAY, April Both, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the after-noon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime ::viinister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the vVhole to consider the Bill en
titled "An Act to Facilitate the oper
ation of the Newfoundland Hotel." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HON. 'I'HE PRIME MIXISTEir 
-Mr. Chairman, this is a new copy 
of the Bill "'"ith the amendments sug
gested by the Hon. Member for P la
centia East inserted. The Bill has 
only been received by me and I have 
not had time to read it over yet, but 
I understand that all the suggested 
changes have been made. 

MR. EJIERSO:X-- Mr. Chairman, is 
the Prime Minister anxious that this 
Bill should be read this afternoon, the 
reason I ask this is because the act
ing Deputy Minister o'f Justice called 
on me this morning to discuss the Bill 
but unfortunately we did not have a 
copy of the new bill to go over but he 
told me that he would draft a Bill for 
the House with the suggested changes 
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. 
and I should suggest that if the Prime 
Minister does not wish to pass this 
Bill this afternoon in order that it 
mar be presented to the Upper HouRe, 
that the Committee would now rise 
and when we have had time to go over 
the Bill that the committee sit again 
and discuss the Bill. 

RT. JIO:X. THE PRDIE ML.~ISTER 
-1 :g.ad intended to pass this Bill this 
dternoon and send it to the Upper 
House, but if the Hon. Member for 
Placentia East is not ready for the 
Bill I will move that the Committee 
rise. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself in
to a Committee of the "\\"1lole on Sup
ply. 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

::\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HO~. THE PRIJIE i'IINISTER 
-:\Ir. Chairman, the amount allocated 
in this vote covers first, the reent of 
the High Commissioner's Office in 
London, second, all the salaries in that 
department covering that of Miss 
(Etenographer) and several other sten
cgraphers and also that of l'flr. Davies 
and l\Ir. Hutchings and is just barely 
enough to get along with. 

HOX. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITIO:X-\Vhat position does l\1r. 
Davies hold at present. Is he the 
High Commissioner or the Govern
ment Analyst. 

RT. HON. 'fHE PRIJIE JIINISTER 
-i\1r. Davies is now acting as Trade 
Commissioner on the same salary that 
he was receiving as Government 
Analyst. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION-
1 understand that 1\Ir. Davies will 
soon be coming home. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE llIINISTER 
He will be coming home immediately 
after the Glasgow exhibition. 

)[R. EMERSOX-When the question 
of the High Commissioner's office 
came up for discussion two years ago 
we were informed that it was the in
tention of the Government to change 
the High Commissioner's ~ffice and to 
appoint a Trade 
London. 

Commissioner in 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE JIBISTER
That is quite correct but it was found 
utterly impossible to obtain the ser
vices of a competent man to fill the 
position on the salary voted and .Mr. 
Davies has fulfilled the office tem
porarily and is doing excellent work. 
I have no idea, if any clerk had in
curred expenses in connection with 
any Newfoundland matter, the draft 
would go forward from here. If there 
was any personal expenses incurred 
by myself they are paid, there is not 
one five cents or one penny outstand
ing between myself and the High Com
missioner's office. 

JIR. PUDDESTER-\Vould there be 
a draft on the Prime Minister's office 
for any personal expenses? 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE JIINISTER 
-It would be l?aid by myself or Mr. 
Carew or l\liss Saunders. 
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MR. EJIERSO:X-I accept the Prime 
l\Iinister's statement but 1 would like 
to point out that ::\Ir. Davies is out of 
the country and I understand that he 
is being paid his salary as litfvern
ment Analyst. I think that he left 
the country to go to England to edu
cate his children and is only coming 
back temporarily. I don't think that 
1ve want a chemist in that office but 
this is on a par with other appoint
ments which the Government made. I 
have no personal objection to Mr. 
Davies but I don't think that public 
offices should be dealt like that. 

llIR. PUDDESTER-In 1928 before 
the death of the late Victor Gordon, 
the Government voted $10,000.00 for 
the High Commissioner's office. I 
have the account here of the High 
Commissioner's office for 1929 and 
1930 and I would like to get an ex
planation from the Prime Minister on 
a couple of things. There is an item 
here for James ::\1urray, R.N.R. for 
£39, 17s. to Geo. Dawe as guardian 
of the child of the late James Murray. 

.... RT. HON. THE PRDIE JII~ISTER 
-That must be some matter in con
nection with the Royal Kaval Reser
vists, the High Commissioner's office 
controls various matters in connection 
with the graves and Beaumont Hamel 
and this should come out in another 
vote. 

JIR. Pl'DDESTER.-:Mr. Chairman, 
These Pension votes are increasing 
year by year. When I first came 
into this House about twnety years 
ago, this vote was $80,000.00; in 
four years it was $90,000.00 and now 
it is $132,000.00 and I never saw the 
time that it could be decreased. 

JIR. QrINTON-Are l\1ail Couriers 
Civil Servants? Do they work on 
contract or on a monthly wage. Last 
year I was looking foi:: a pension for 
a mail c.ourier who was in the ser-

Yice for twenty years and who had 
worn himself out in the service of 
the country and I notice here that a 
man has been pensioned up to $600. 

HON. :.ll!XISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS-They are not strictly 
Civil Servants, any gratituties or 
pensions are given to mail couriers 
purely through the good will of the 
Executive Government, it would de
pend on circumstances, the length of 
time they have been in the service 
and general circumstances surround
ing their case. 

MR. SKANES-::\1r. Chairman , I 
would like to ask ~1r. Quinton when 
he speaks of this $600.00 vote if he is 
referring to ::\1r. Lock of Bonne Bay. 
This man has been a l\Iail Courier 
for over 30 years, and I can say that 
he has absolutely worn himself out in 
the service and that $600 would hardly 
pay his medical bills. I want Mr. 
Chairman, to be perfectly plain, I say 
that some provision should be made 
for l\Iail Couriers, they are men who 
carry out their duties in rain or 
shine, and I think that after a life of 
hardship they certainly ought to b e 
entitled to a pension or some sort of 
provision made for them. I disagree 
entirely Sir, with any Member of the 
Opposition who objects to giving of 
Pensions to ::\fail Couriers. 

i\IR. EJIERSON-Mr. Chairman, I 
move that the vote for the Solicitor 
General be deleted from the estimates. 
\Ve are asked now to pass a vote fo r 
$5,000, and I move that that amoun t 
be reduced to $1.00. I do not knO"\\' 
what the Finance Minister think s 
about it; but it will be remembered 
that when this office was re-created 
after twenty-five years of oblivion we 
were told by the Prime :\linister and 
Attorney General, holding both offices, 
that we were going to save thousands 
of dollars by the appointment and 
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f .;:::;; 000 to the new Solicitor nnent o .,.,v, 
pa. i·al For some reason or another 
Gtc'ne · . 

~eem to be some doubt on this there ::. 
"d of the House as to whether that 

Sl e 
promise was going to be carried out, 
and curiously enough that doubt has 
resolved itself into a certainty. \Ve 
were asked to vote this salary for a 
ministerial position at a higher figure 
than for any other ministerial position. 
sow it is true that in England and in 
Canada the Attorney General receives 
a higher salary than even the Prime 
)Jinister and that is because the At
torney General has to abandon his 
practice for all practical purposes and 
attend to Government work. In ad
dition to that the Attorney General is 
entitled to charge fees in connection 
with certain classes of civil work 
which augments his salary quite con
siderably. But then the Attorney Gen
eral does not hold any other office. He 
is not also the Prime :Minister. 

The Prime l\.Linister in those 
countries generally holds the office of 
what they call in England, the First 
Lord of the Treasury, and at the 
present time I notice in Canada l\lr. 
Bennett holds the position of l\Iin
ister of Finance. Now I have no ob
jection to our Prime Minister holding 
the two portfolios. I think that if a 
man has to give the whole of his 
time to parliamentary, departmental 
and political work to the abandonment 
of his practice then the country should 
provide him with a substantial salary. 
I have no objection to the Attorney 
General receiving a substantial salary 
and a certain amount of fees as well; 
but I have this objection to make to 
the present vote that you have in the 
department of Justice an Attorney 
General drawing $4,000 a year; a So
licitor General drawing $5,000 as sal
ary and receiving fees bringing his 
total income up to about $14,000, and 
an Acting Deputy l\Iinister of Justice 

drawing almost an equivalent amount. 
In salaries and fees the three offices 
of the Department cost the country 
$40,000 last year. This, Sir, is to my 
mind absurd. The position is doubly 
absurd when you bear in mind that 
'vaen this vote came before the House 
for the re-creation of this office we 
were told that the cost of the admin
istration of Justice would be reduced 
considerably by the fact that the So
licitor General would be doing so 
much work without charge. 

Xow what are the facts? The first 
year of his appointment no ·vote fer 
his salary was taken in the E::5timates 
and the Prime Minister, in his capa
city of Attorney General, informed the 
House that because of the salary of 
the Solicitor General the expenditure 
under what is known as the C. and 
C. P. Account would show a substanti
al reduction. Last year that Account 
was overdrawn by $10,000. Last year 
also we voted his salary of $5,000 so 
that it 'vould not be paid out of C. 
and .C. P.· Account, still for the nine 
months since June 30th, 1930, your 
C. and C. P. Account is overdrawn to 
the extent of $7,000 and you got three 
months to go yet. 

Is that saving money I ask? And 
can it be shown in any respect that 
oy the re-creation of this new office 
that you have saved one single cent? 
As a matter of fact I am yet awaiting 
an answer to a question in regard to 
the prosecutions which the Solicitor 
General was supposed to carry on in 
his official capacity and without fee 
and the answer I am still awaiting 
now for a month. I know that some 
of them were carried on by the Police 
and some carried on by other lawyers 
employed by the Department of Jus
tice. Xow I do not intend to deal 
with the fees charged by the lawyers 
who were employed by the Govern
ment and I will tell you why. The 
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blame does not rest with the lawyers; 
it rests with the Government. If you 
are going to employ lawyers, doctors 
and engineers in their professional 
capacities to perform services and if 
they fix their fees the option rests 
with you whether you will accept 
their services or not. If you accept 
their services, then you must pay their 
fees. The same thing applies to a 
matter I ref erred to some weeks ago 
when speaking on the Address in Re
ply such as a case like Dr. Anderson. 
If Dr. Anderson said he wanted $5,-
000 to perform that service it was up 
to the Government to accept or re
ject it. If he was not prepared to do 
the work for the figure fixed by the 
Government, then it was up to the 
Government \Vhether they should en
gage him or not. The same applies to 
the substantial fees charged by various 
lawyers. That, however, does not 
apply to the Solicitor General. There 
was no demand for the appointment 
of the Solicitor General and when the 
re-creation of the office was moved in 
this House \Ve were told that the- ad
ministration of justice would be cheap
er and more efficiently and economi
cally performed. I pass no comment 
whatever upon the honourable and 
learned Solicitor General's capacity, 
but I do say that the position has not 
resulted in any saving. 

The other evening in the House when 
the annual statement of the country's 
affairs was presented by the Finance 
Minister everybody in the House was 
seriously concerned about the financi
al condition of the country, particular
ly over the extravagant expenditures 
which had brought us to the approach 

an $11,000,000 estimate, but if we treat 
these comparatively small sums with
out serious consideration you will find 
that they very quickly amo.unt to very 
large sums in the end. There is not 

. a person in the House but who knows 
that at the end of the half year or 
year the small bills amount up to 
such a sum that he is almost stagger
ed at the total. The bills for two 

' three or five dollars amount up until 
you are surprised at their magnitude. 
Therefore, in connection with these 
comparatively small amounts as ap
plied to our Estimates of $11,000,000, 
if you allow them to accumulate, with
out making any effort to cut down ex
penses, you will find they will ac
cumulate to a very large figure. Now 
this vote here for the Solicitor General 
not only saves nothing for the Colony, 
but will cost you money, and I venture 
to say that if you had no Solicitor Gen
eral you would have had the serv ice 
cheaper by $5,000. I, therefore, m ove 
that the vote of the Solicitor Gen eral 
in the Estimates be reduced by $4,999. 

3IR. lYIXTER-Mr. Chairman, I rise 
for the purpose of seconding the mo
tion so ably proposed by my learned 
friend. I spoke at some length on 
this matter on the Address in Reply 
and I do not think that if this vote 
for $5,000 is reduced to $1, as pro,. 
posed, it will prevent ::\fr. Bradley 
from being able to eke out an exist
ence in this commnuity. As has been 
pointed out by my colleague, in ad
dition to his salary of $5,000 the h on
ourable and learned Solicitor General 
is drawing down $8,000 in fees. ~ow 
if he cannot get along on $8,000, with
out the $5,000, I venture to say t1rnt 

to insolvency. We had even a heat- that is more than he ever earned lie-
ed discussion here over the six mem
bers of the Board of Works who were 
drawing $1500 a year. 

I might be induced to say that this 
is a comparatively small amount in 

fore. 

There is absolutely no reason for 
the recreation of this position of 
Solicitor General. In addition to the 
$5000 which has been already mention-
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ed, here are the figures of some other 
fees received by him in this capacity. 

. From the Health Commission $1000, 
the Railway Commission $1500 and 
other Civil and Criminal matters, 
and then there is the Consolidation 
commission and the Highroads Com
mission and many others. Now, 1Ir. 

· Chairman, I do not think it can be 
argued that this Honourable Gentle
man will suffer greatly if this po
sition is cut out. This is no pleasure 
for me, but I feel it to be my duty 
as a member of the profession to 
second this motion. 

'HO~. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:N
l\1r. Chairman, last year, when the 
position of Solicitor General was being 
made I remember I asked the Prime 
Minister would it save the country any 
money. I was told it would save the 
country more than $20,000.00. It has 
not done so, but it has increased the 
cost of Administration by $5000. I 
beg to support the motion for I fail 
to see what sense there can be in 
creating this position. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE MINISTER 
-With regard to the amount of $1400 
just mentioned by Mr. Winter, in re
lation to the C. & C. P. account, I may 
say that fees paid the Solicitor Gen
eral are no more than those paid Mr. 
Winter himself by the :Yionroe Gov
ernment. Regarding the $1400 just 
mentioned this amount was made up 
by fees for work done by Mr. Bradley 
before his appointmetnnt. 

These Bills were perfectly regular 
and quite in order and were examin
ed and paid in due course. With re
gard to the next point made by Mr. 
·winter, may I say that it is im
possible to expect any man of any 
legal standing to accept a salary of 
less than $5000.00. No professional 
man could be expected to give up his 
practice, for that is what he has to 

do, and take a chance on having, after 
3 or 4 years, to go back to an empty 
office and start all over again to work 
up a practice. To expect such would 
be unreasonable. Regarding the work 
done, taking item by item, or as the 
lawyers would say, letter by letter, 
conference by conference or perusal 
by perusal these bills are the same 
as they would be in the case of any 
other legal firm, the only difference 
is that the Solicitor General's fees are 
13o/o less than those of any other firm. 

I feel sure that "rood & Kelly or to 
mention another eminent firm Black
wood & Emerson would charge quite 
as much as tbe Solicitor General and 
I may say that the firm of Blackwood 
& Emerson know all there is to know 
on this subject. 

It is a far better manner to get the 
v.crk done by a Solicitor General than 
to be engaging casual men for casual 
business, for you can not expect a 
casual man to give such attention to 
the work as the Solicitor General is 
able to. 

During the past year there have 
been very many heavy charges against 
the C. & C. P. account. The past year 
has indeed been an exceeding busy 
one for the Department of Justice. As 
evidend of this let me draw the at
tention of the House to the fact that 
all through the year the Penitentiary 
has been filled and latterly it became 
necessary to remove some seven 
prisoners to Harbour Grace because 
of the lack of room here. For the 
same reason we have had to remand 
many, and in one case where some 
boys were summoned I found it bet
ter not to prosecute the lads owing 
to the conditions at the Penitentiaryy 
it was indeed a heavy criminal year. 

Another case involving much ex
penditure was the case coming in 
from my own district. So much has 
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this ·case cost up to date that I thought 
it cheaper to have the case t r ied at 
Corner Brook by a special session of 
the Supreme Court on Circuit. The 
case occasioned much expense by 
reason of the transporting of witnesses 
to town and their expense while here; 
and also it is impossible to bring these 
witnesses to town, including as they 
do many doctors and nurses, without 
seriously inconveniencing the medical 
services at Bay of Islands. 

Regarding the Deputy Minister of 
Justice, I may say the same arrange
ment has been entered into with him 
as under the l\Ionroe Government and I 
feel that in this respect the l\Ionroe 
Government acted very wisely. It is 
ind~ed imP-Ossible to quesltion ~he 
capability of the Deputy :VIinister of 
Justice. 

HO~. JIIXISTER OF FIXA~CE A~D 
CL"STO:JIS-If this vote is reduced to 
one dollar as intended we will make 
it up by paying it out of money voted 
for supplementary supply. 

llIR. EJIERSON-Mr. Chairman, I 
would just like to draw the attention 
of the House to Mr. Dunfield's po
sition, at present. His position is 
quite anomalous. Last year I under
stand that, as Acting Deputy Minister 
of Justice he received a salary and 
fees bringing his income into the 
vicinity of about $12,000.00. 

I think that :Mr. Dunfield would be 
quite willing to accept the position as 
a permanency at a reasonably salary, 
at present he has to give all his at
tention to his Department, he has as 
a result no private practice. Yet at 
any time it is quite possible that the 
Government will inform him that his 
services are no longer required. He has 
no standing, he is not a civil servant. 

He does not know when he may have 
to go back to his private practice. I 

feel sure that l\Ir. Dunfield should be 
given the option of taking over the 
position at a salary less than was 
paid him last year. I think it is the 
duty of the Prime l\1inister as such 
and as Minister of Justice to make Mr. 
Dunfield this offer . Mr. Dunfield has 
indeed proved himself capable. Dur
ing the past year he has n ot only 
worked hard but he has worked very 
intelligently and his services a r e of 
the type required in this department. 
You cannot expect him to accept 
$3,600 a year but I do think if some 
decent salary were offered him he 
would have some inducement to re
main in that position and give his 
services to the country. 

RT. ROX. THE PRDIE JilXISTER 
-~Ir. Chairman, I am glad to hear 
that the Hon. Member for Placentia 
East concurs with me with regard to 
the services performed by the acting 
Deputy ~Iinister of Justice, and I 
would be very glad indeed if it was 
possible to secure his services per
manently for a salary of $5000.00 a 
year. I will get in touch with :\Ir. 
Dunfield and point out to him the ben
efits which Mr. Emerson has outlin ed, 
such as his right to a pension a nd if 
l\lr. Dunfield is prepared to accept the 
position as a permanent Deputy Min
ister of J ustice I would be very glad 
to give him the appointment a nd 
would feel that the Department would 
be getting a capable and efficient 
official. 

JIR .. PUDDESTER-~Ir. Chairman, 
Before voting on this allocation I 
would like to ask the Prime ·Minister 
what is the position with regard to 
the expenses of the Boland case. \\Till 
that be charged to general contingen
cies or to C. and C. P. account. 

RT. B OX. THE PRDIE l[l~ISTER 
-Referring to the question asked by 
the Hon. member for Bay de Ver de. 
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The Thistle case has not yet been dis
posed of. 

JIR. PCDDESTER.-l\1r. Chairman, 

1 was not referring to the Thistle 
case but to the Boland case, which 
is over; and I cannot see why that has 
not been charged to C. & C. P. ac
count instead of general contingencies. 
If it had been charged to C. & C.P. 
account it would have shown an over
draft in that accolJnt of $12,000.00 in
stead of $7,000.00. There is abso
lutely no use in trying to keep down 
the C. & C.P. account by charging 
these things to general contingencies. 
Up to the present time the overdraft 
cf this account shows $7,000.00 and if 
as I said before, the expenses in con
nection with the Boland case were 
charged to this account as they should 
have been, it would show an over
draft of $12,000.00, and now in the E8-
timates we are only voting $5,000.00 
for this account, which I say is ridicu
lous. If with two and a half months 
still to go and we have an overdraft 
of $12,000, what is the sense of voting 
only $5,000.00 for this account for next 
year. 

With the motion re Solicitor Gener
als salary I am in perfect accord. ::.\'Iy 
point is this: If Mr. Bradley as Soli
citor for the Railway and was ap
pointed in January 1930 at a fee of 
~1,000.00 a year which was retro-ac
tive to June of the previous year, is 
also a member of the Railway Com
ndssion and must give considerable 
time to the duties imposed upon him 
iu. this respect. He is also a mem'ber 
of the Consolidated Statutes Com
mission and of the Highroads Com
mission, and other things as well, 
and for these he is drawing down an 
additional salary of $10 ,000 a year, I 
say that :'..\1r. Bradley cannot do the 
work supposed to be done by the 
Solicitor General and fill all these 
other positions at the same time. He 

received from the Railway $1,500.00 
and $500.00, or a total of $2,000.00. 
$1,000.00 from the Consolidated Sta
tutes, $500 from the Highroads Com
mission, and $1,000.00 from the Pub
Uc Health Commission, while every
body knows that being a member of 
the Railway Commission and Solicitor 
to that Commission is almost as much 
••'Ork as one can handle with satis
factory results to the country. In 
1929 we were promised by the Gov
ernment that the appointment of a 
Solicitor General would save the 
country $20,000.00, and I said at the 
time that if that could be saved the 
country then he would be entitled to 
his salary. If the appointment was to 
save the C. & C.P. account $20,000.00 
per year then he would be more than 
welcome to the salary, but he cannot 
do the work if he is to be a member 
c;f the Railway Commission, the Pub
l;c Health Commission and other 
Commissions. It is an utter impos
sibility and absolutely unfair to pay 
him $15,000.00 a year for filling posi
tions whose work he is not able to 
carry out, and I say if he takes $5,000 
a year as Solicitor General and $10,000 
a year for other positions he cannot 
do justice to any of them, and the time 
has come when he must do either one 
thing or the other, either give up the 
Commissions and do his work as Soli
citor General, or give· up the position 
as Solicitor General and attend to the 
Commissions. As I said !before, if I 
thought we were going to save $20,000 
a year on C. & C.P., I would be satis
fied for him to fill the position of 
Solicitor General and receive the sal
ary as voted. 

·when you consider that the Soli
citor General is being paid more for 
that one position than the Heads of 
Departments, such as the Minister of 
Public Works, the Minister of Finance 
ar..d Customs, and the ~Iinister of Mar
ine and Fisheries, then I say it is out-

• 
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rageous. The Solicitor General is not 
·worth one-third of what he drew from 
the country. There were statements 
brought into this House showing that 
ton or twelve prosecutions had been 
conducted since his appointment and 
only five of these had been conducted 
ty the Solicitor General himself, 
while the others were conducted by 
ether members of the profession at an 
addition~! expense to the Colony. 

You should have considered this 
when the twelve prosecutions were on. 
He could not do both, of course. I re
a!ise when there is a dual case it is 
very hard; I do not cast any reflection 
on the man, on the capacity of the 
man, but he has too much work to do: 
let him cut out the Commissions and 
stick to his job. 

][R. SKA:XES.-Mr. Chairman, there 
has been a lot of talk by the Opposi
tion on these Estimates. I don't think 
that the Opposition is doing right in 
holding down this House. If I want 
to be personal I can, but I don·t want 
to 1be. :\Ir. Chairman, is this about 
me that the Opposition are talking? 
But whether they are or not, I know 
cis a matter of fact that they are try
ing to create a disturbance in the 
Government ranks. I am going to 
stand on my feet for some time and I 
am going to give you all that is com
ing to you; if you want it you will 
get it. 

First of all, I am entitled to speak 
as well as the Opposition and the Op
position today are looking for the Gov
ernment seats and they are using 
every possible endeavor to get back 
again in power so that they can have 
another million slush fund. That nev
er happened in the Spires Government. 
He is like the man who said "Forgive 
rne, father, for I know not what I've 
done"-that is l\Ir. Puddester. He is 
like a man who is nailed to the cross, 

and he comes in here and tries to per
suade the people to say that he is a 
little goj. He did not say anything 
Eke he is saying now when he was in 
tbe Monroe Government, and I'm not 
going to stand for any nonsense in 
this House of Assembly from :\Ir. Pud
dester or l\Ir. Emerson; and .I tell you, 
l\Ir. Alderdice, that ~1r. Puddester is 
trying to get your seat and become 
Leader of the Opposition. You can 
tell that to your friends. I heard it, 
it is true; I am just as honest as any 
man in this .House, and I tell you that 
it is true. l\Ir. Puddester is trying 
right now to work himself up to 
Leader of the Opposition and I will 
go further and say that he is trying 
to get the rank and file of this coun
try to do it for him, but l\Ir. Alderdice 
is a better man that Mr. Puddester 
ever will be. 

You ('a; talk about whatever you 
like, but I tell this country from my 

seat in this House, and it can be 
broadcast throughout the entire coun
try that !'tlr. Puddester is really trying 
to do that and there are movements 
on foot to burst this Government, but 
as Mr. Puddester said that we are 
blown up financially, I say that you 
are blown up, you are puffed up. 
"\Vhen you talked· about the magazine 
in St. John's East why didn't you ex
plain yourself? There is an oil fac
tory right opposite my house but you· 
didn't mention that. It is an eyesore,. 
it is in a place where it should not be, 
and if you make a motion to remove 
it to Signal Hill some place I will sup
port you, sir; but I am f2d up on 
your bluff, torment and agony. If you 
come across to me you will not go 
back. I am fed· up on this House of 
Assembly stuff, and I am attacking you 
this afternoon, Mr. Puddester, you and' 
your newspaper rag. That's what's 
wrong with this country, writing ar
ticles about Xewfoundland that are 
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broadcasted throughout the world; 
that is what is making Xewfoundland 
what it is today; do you agree with 

. ? me, sir. 

MR. PLDDESTER .. -Yes. 

MR. SK.L"'"ES.-:VIr. Chairman, I 
want to see fair play and this Gov
ernment, as far as the laborers and 
workmen of this country are concern
ed, have always given them consider-
2tion. No one has worked as hard as 
our Prime ,;.\linister, Sir Richard 
Squires; he has given every consid
fration to the laborers of this country. 

Now, I would like to refer to l\'lr. 
ToJin, another big puffed up, blown 
up, Opposition member. I heard him 
remark that he met me on Duckworth 
Street the other day. V\!e were talking 
about potatoes. Well, if you eat 
more potatoes you would be a fatter 
and wiser man. I am not afraid of 
any man on the Opposition, but I want 
to be fair and ·1 do not want to be 
bad friends, but they should give us 
some credit. Don't blam·e everything 
on the Government; but that is your 
attitude and you came here to break 
up the Government and it's just as 
•\·ell for you to try to break your own 
r,ecks as to try to break up this 
Government. 

Kow, Mr. VVinter, as far as I am 
concerned I think that he is a good 
man; he is all right ... 

RT. HON. THE PRilUE MINISTER. 
l think that l\.Ir. "\Vinter should take 
his bow. 

(l\Ir. "\Vinter takes his bow, amid ap
plause). 

MR. SKA~ES.-I suppose Mr. Moore 
is not too bad altogether; but, Mr. 
Chairman, I would like to tell ::\1r. Al
c1erdice that what I said in my pre
vious remarks is quite true and Mr. 
Puddester is looking for his seat. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE JIIXISTER. 
-::\Ir. Chairman, after the illuminating 
debate, I move that we proceed with 
the Estimates. 

MR. PCDDESTER.-What's that? .. 

RT. HON. THE PRL"'\fE ML"'"ISTER. 
-I move that we proceed with the 
debate without casting any reflection 
on yourself or .:\'Ir. Alderdice. 

MR. BYRNE.-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to identify myself with the 
motion for the reduction in the salary 
of the Solicitor General. This is a 
very serious matter, one of spending 
public money for services, but I don't 
want to delay the House by reiter
ating the facts expressed by the mov
er and seconder of this motion. I 
want to go on record as emphatically 
supporting this motion for a reduc
tion. This $5,000.00 is not justifiable 
in any way. When we consider the 
case of the poor working man who is 
earning $75.00 a month and they have 
to lose ten per c-ent of that, I think 
that it is certainly inhuman and un
charitable; and then consider one for
tunate individual who for certain 
reasons, we do not know the facts or 
why he was put in such a position, 
and draws down a salary from the De-' 
partment of $15,000.00 a year, I don't 
see how any member of this House 
can stay in his seat and see a vote 
like this go through; and I think I 

would be remiss in my duty if I did 
not go on record as supporting this 
Resolution to reduce the salary of the 
Solicitor General from $5,000.00 to 
$1.00. 

MR. TOBIN.-Mr. Chairman, I want 
to identify myself with regard to this 
reduction in the vote to the Solicitor 
General. We were given to under
stand when this office was created 
that it would save the country con
siderable money. Since this office was 
started Mr. Bradley has drawn down 
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ei salary of $5.000.00 a year, but he 
has been identified in a pecuniary 
way with other Commissions and as 
the Prime :\Iinister pointed out, the 
office of Solicitor General is a very 
difficult one and entails considerable 
work on the part of the man who oc
cupies that position, I think that the 
Solicitor General should devote his en
tire time to his office of Solicitor Gen
eral. We find from answers to ques
tions that have been tabled that money 
to the extent of $15,000.00 or $16,000.00 
has been spent in connection with this 
Gffice, and, as l\Ir. Puddester said, we 
should either cut out his salary or cut 
out the Commissions, and I suggest 
that there are manv members on both 
sides of the House ~·ho are id favor of 
cutting down that vote. I have a list 
C.ere in the answer to a question asked 
the Minister of Justice showing that 
quite a lot of money has been paid to 
different lawyers. 

(Reads) 

and several others. I have very great 
pleasure in associating myself with 
the Resolution now before the Chair 
that this vote be reduced $4,999.00. 

JfR .. EJfERSOX.-l\fr. Chairman, I 
should like to ask if there is any in
tention of filling the Sheriff's place. 
It seems to me utterly wrong to carry 
a long a vacancy of this kind for so 
long, and it may be the means of caus
ing a hardship in the profession, par
ticularly when l\Ir. Carroll is out of 
town. Yesterday I had a case come 
under my own notice. I employed a 
~heriff to levy an execution, and now 
he can't make a return because the 
acting-Sheriff is out of town on the 
Boland case. I admit the amount in 
this case is not a large one, but still 
an occasion might very easily arise 
where it would be very serious. Look-

' ing at the matter from the general 
point of view, I would like to point 

cut that the position is one of con
siderable responsibility and ought to 
be filled at once. 

JIR. "\YIXTER.-~fr. Chairman, I en
tirely agree. For weeks there has 
been no sheriff around town and con
sequently work amongst the profession 
has been practically at a standstill. It 
is a most pernicious principle and 
ought to be remedied at once. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSlTIOX.
l\Ir. Chairman, I desire to support the 
motion proposed by the honorable 
member for Placentia East, as I think 
it only right and proper for the mem
bers of this House to set the pace for 
economy. I do not think any of us in 
this House are depending entirely on 
our sessional indemnity, and, after all, 
it will let the people outside see that 
we are not protecting ourselves and 
our pockets at the expense of the 
smaller-paid civil servants. 

JIR. QUIXTOX.-::\'.lr. Chairman, with 
regard to the vote of $40.000.00, my 
motion is that it be reduced to $32,000 
or $200 per man. I think that in a 
crisis like this we must be as fair and 
just as possible and this 10% reduc
tion will look much better in the eyes 
of the country if we treat ouselves a 
little more harshly than anybody else. 
The civil service of the country may 
be costing too much. and there may be 
men in it who are underpaid and 
overworked or overpaid and under
"\'iOrked, but if economy is to be the 
order of the day. it will make a much 
better impression if we were to begin 
'"·ith ourselves. Some little time ago 
I received a communication from a 
civil servant who was receiving $83.33 
per month. This man had enclosed a 
budget of living expenses, and it re
ally was difficult to see how this man 
could contrive to support a family. 
To be perfectly frank. I can't see how 
we can touch the salary of any man 



HOUSE OF ASSE:\IBL Y PROCEEDINGS 325 

earning under $1000.00 per year. For 
CA. person living in St. John's to sup
port a family on that calls for the 
strictest economy. Reductions today 
are necessary and essential, but it is 
not much use passing votes in the 
Assembly if bills are going to fbe run 
up as soon as the House is closed, and 
if next year we find that four or five 
tund.red thousand dollars has been 
overspent and voted in Supplementary 
Supply. I move, therefore, that the 
sessional indemnity be reduced from 
M0,000 to $32.000, and that the then 
sessional indemnity of $800 per mem
bar be subject to the proposed 10% 
reduction shortly to come before this 
Chamber for consideration. 

]JR. "lfL""TER.-Mr. Chairman in 
supporting the motion before the 
Chair, I think it would be a great 
pity to have a division of the House 
over this vote. I feel quite sure that 
members of the Government will agree 
with the Opposition in connection with 
this matter. As there is need for 
economy, and civil servants are to be 
cut ten per oent on their salaries, I 
fail to see why members of this House 
should not show their bona fides and 
accept a reduction of $280 from their 
sessional salaries. 

:'.\IR. BYRXE.-:'..\lr. Chairman, I, too, 
\"trould like to identify myself with 
what has been said in regard to this 
~otion. In a few days we will be 
called upon to cut poorly paid civil 
servants. and I think that every mem
her of this House should be prepared 
to look pleasant in geting our ses
~iona l indemnity cut. We should all 
be prepared to take this position. If 
the salaries of civil servants have to 
he reduced because of the financial 
stress of the times, it is only fair to 
the country that we in this House 
should lead off. Surely no member 
of this House can be consistent and 
take the stand that it is alright to cut 

the salaries of others and protect our
selYes. \Ve got to be right and honor
able about this thing and not look 
2.fter our own self-interest first. I am 
perfectly satisfied to take the cut of 
~280 off my salary and I am sorry 
that the civil servants have to suffer 
a wage cut. 

MR. TOBIX.-Mr. Chairman, I want 
a lso to associate myself with the mo
tion now before the Chair. I endorse 
the attitude taken by previous speak
ers. as I feel that every member of 
this House should have no objection 
to have his salary reduced by $280, 
rarticularly as the Finance ::.vnnister 
:c:: anxious to have as small a deficit 
as possible ne:xt year and in the light 
of the fact that we are undertaking in 
this House to cut the salaries of other 
civil servants. As pointed out by the 
honorable member for Bay de Verde, 
some years ago those gentlemen who 
represented outport and city consti
tuencies, respectively, received $300 
and $200 per session, but now that con
citions have changed and things are 
beginning to lower in price, I think it 
iP- only fair to the people outside that 
we should at least show our sincerity 
by starting with ourselves and cut
ting our sessional indemnity. I have 
much pleasure in supporting the mo
tion. 

)JR. STRONG.-2.\lr. Chairman, may 
I be pardoned, Sir, for making a few 
remarks before the motion is put. I 
would like to challenge the gentle
men who have spoken on this motion 
and who are all resid·ents of St: John's. 
::\ow if I were living in the city of St. 
John's today and bringing in a motion 
of this kind, I would advocate the at
tending of the session of this House 
and cut out the salary altogether. 
Anyone who knows me is aware that 
I did not have to come into politics to 
get a living. I worked hard for a liv
ing and am not ashamed of it, and I 
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intend to \.!ontinue to do so. ~ow I 
notice that the two outport members 
of the Opposition did not speak on this 
n1otion. I presume that was for a 
very good r eason . Anyone who knows 
what it costs an outport man, repre
senting a northern constituency, to 
come to St. John's to attend a ses
sion, knows that he does not get one 
ce.nt out of his sessional indemnity 
for his own use, and I am prepared to 
prove that. 

Personally, I came here six times 
since last year, outside of my own 
business and the last time I was com
ing it cost me $35 before I reached 
the railway line by dog team and it 
v.rill cost me $35 to take me out again. 
So I do say it is all very well for you 
members living in St. John's to talk 
about reducing the vote when you can 
attend to your own businesses and at
tend here as well. 

I do not mean to say that they 
:Cave no district business to attend to, 
but it does not cost them proportion
ately to an outport member living in 
an outport. However , I doubt if the 
members opposite are sincere. I can 
see l\ir. Puddester smiling. He knows 
what the game of politics is. Some 
people like to appeal to the galleries 
·when they are speaking. The other 
r.:ght lVIr. Puddester was challenged 
tr.at he was not prepared to move for 
a reduction of the salaries of the 
Liquor Commissioners. He accepted 
the challenge and moved for a reduc
tion of the salaries; but I want to 
call attention to the fact that when 
Mr. Emerson go up and pleaded that 
the salary of Mr. Mifflin should not be 
reduced, Mr. Puddester afterwards 
rithdrew his original motion and made 
another motion which gave Mr. Mif
flen $400 more. I say that lVIr. Mifflin, 
Chairman of the Liquor Control Board, 
had too much salary then and he has 
got too much now. I have been re-

ferred to as a junior member of the 
House, and I am proud to have been 
referred to as such. I do not claim 
to be as well versed in parliamentary 
procedure as Mr. Emerson, but I have 
v, certain amount of brains and can 
see through a num'ber of the gentle
men on the other side of the House , 
especially when they make proposi-
tions with regard to a reduction of the 
sessional pay, and if the Opposition 
were in earnest how is -it that the 
two outport members on the other 
side of the House did not a dvocate 
it? They know, of course, as well as 
I do, that they do not get a cent out 
of that $1,000 for their own per sonal 
use. 

.I had no intention, when suggesting 
ttLe cut in the sessional pay of mem
bers residing in St. John's, of in clud
ing the outport men. They know, as 
I do. what expense it entails to come 
to St. John's for the session and the 
time occupied. I notice that Mr. 
l\1oore and l\Ir. A-bbott have nothing 
to say on this. If I were a member 
residing in St. John's I, too, would 
l:ave no objection to the proposed cut. 

MR. :lIOORE.-Mr. Chairman, I had 
not intended to speak on this subject 
hut since I have been spoken off by 
l\fr. Strong I would like to state t ha t 
I made the suggestion and I am pr e
pared to accept the cut of $500.00. or 
even accept $250 for the sessional pay. 
I count it a privilege to represent my 
district and I realise that it costs quite 
a bit to come to St. John's even count
ing the fact that I benefit from a fr ee 
railway pass, still I have to neglect 
my business. I would like to say that 
never in the long time I have t he 
honor to represent my district have I 
be~efitted to any extent. I have no 
post nor been on any boards, nor in 
any w_ay obtained any business, and 
I challenge anyone to prove that my 
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name is down against one cent of 
<"'OYernment money. 
"' ~IR •. ABBOTT.-Mr. Chairman, I re-

. alise the expenses and time occupied 
in attending the session at St. John's, 
tut if the House is really genuine in 
its desire to cut down expenses I will 
most certainly give the motion my 

support. 
mt. PrDDESTER.-:\1r. Chairman, 

I see the vote for the doorkeepers is 
twelve hundred dollars. Last year 
there were 27 of them . Wonderful! 
\'\'hat is the good of them? I think it 
would !be better to have fewer men and 
pay them more. Twenty-seven men 
for four doors, Why is it the Finance 
1Iinister asks for a vote of $1200 for 
1.he doorkeepers and messengers when 
he knows they'll have to pay 27? They 
will have to ask for a larger Supple
mentary Supply. 

I notice that the vote for reporting 
is to be reduced to $5,000.00. I would 
nKe to Know if the Finance Minister 
is certain the work can be done for 
rhis amount. I understand that it is 
mtended to cut out the Hansard and 
rake a synopsis of members' speeches. 
1 aon.'t tnlnk it is a good plan to try 
a synopsis. Let me tell you you'll 
nave more trouble getting a synopsis 
t~~~ !:t compiling the Hansard. The 
.Hansard costs about $5,000.00. The 
more we talk the more it costs. I 
""""'"'~ ~.i-:n.c t.o tell the Finance Minis
~~: t~a.~ Git fi:r~l year of the Monroe 
novernmen t this taking a synopsis was 
tried, and we had no end of trouble, 
so much so that in the end we had to 
go back to the Hansard. The Op
position members will always be com-
1,!aining that something is left out of 
their speeches and you'll have all kinds 
of trouble. It's a hard job to synop
sise reports and give satisfaction. The 
:Monroe Government had to abandon 
the idea; even a newspaper reporter 
of ten years experience would finj it 
a di5cult job. 

I notice the cost of printing the 
journals and the Hansard for 1929 
was $13,793.00 and the cost of the Han
sard is 'being cut to $5000.00. I would 
like the Finance Minister to be sure 
of this and not have to be voting more 
money for this purpose in the Supple
mentary Supply. Last year this sup
ply was for over half a million; this 
year it is estimated at five million. 
T hope this figure will be sufficient. 

If I may make the suggestion, I 
think a considera;'!}le sum might be 
saved on the binding of the journals 
by having them half-bound. The cost 
of binding is very considerable. In 
Canada the journals are only half
bound and the Hansard is bound in 
cardboard. 

(Reads) 

I don't think you will save any 
money by this method, and believe it 
will be a great mistake to depart from 
the present system of reporting. An
other item that I think there is alto
gether too much money spent on, is 
the printing and binding of the jour
nals. There is an account that shows 
that one hundred journals cost $600.00 
for the binding. I would like to draw 
the attention of the Minister to the 
Internal Economy Commission, which 
in my opinion is one of the most fer
tile fields in the Government for un
necessary expenses. There is an item 
there headed "Delivering hansards
$35.00," or, in other words, some indi
vidual was paid the sum of $35.00 for 
nelivering a few books around town. 
It would certainly pay the Finance 
~1inister to scrutinise all bills in con
nection with the Internal Economy 
Commission. 

This is the first time that I ever 
saw refreshing drinks charged to the 
Government. If members required 
these drinks they should pay for them 
themselves and not out of the pockets 
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of the people of the- countr y. Another 
matter that I would like to draw the 
attention of the Minister to is that of 
wreaths that were sent to deceased 
members of iboth this House and the 
Upper House. I think that if the 
members want to do these things they 
should pay for them themselves, and 
I know that last year the members 
of this side of the House paid a sub
scription of $3.00 per man towards the 
buying of three wreaths, but I see an 
amount of $95.00 was paid the Valley 
Kurseries for the purchase of wreaths. 
It is about time that the Internal 
Economy Commission was refused the 
authority to sign these Bills and I 
think that Mr. Keating ought to be 
authorised to scrutinise such Bills 
and refuse to sign them. There are 
other votes here which are really 
too personal to mention, but run into 
thousands of dollars, which I feel sure 
should be cut out. 

Another amount which I see stated 
here and I think is outrageous, is the 
amount of $4.000.00 paid to L. R . Cur
tis for drafting Bills, and $1,300.00 
paid ::.Vlr. Dunfield for the same pur
pose, which work should have been 
d.one by the Law Clerk. 

i\ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some i>rogress, and asked leave to sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

lVIr. Tobin gave notice of question. 
It was moved and seconded that 

when the House- rises it adjourn un
til tomorrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

FRIDAY, )l ay 1st, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afterm.\Qon pursuant to adjoulm.- . 
ment. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hem. the Minister ,of Finance a.nd Cus
toms the Hoooe resolved itself into a 
Committee of the \Vhole on Supply. 

l\Ir. Speaker left the ChaiT. 

1\Ir. Sm.ith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

THE MIXISTER OF ~L\RllE AXD 
FI SHERIES-Mr. Chairman, I beg 
leaNe to table reply to quesUon 343 
asked by l\Ir. Emerson. I regret I was 
nc•t in the House yesterday when the 
quesUons were asked.. 

HOS. JIINISTER OF FCClXCE A:XD 
Ct;STOJIS-1\.Ir. Chairman, I will a.sk 
the members of the House to refer 
back to pa.g,e 8 of the estimates. The 
la•st time we were debating this ques
tion "\\~e were at the Governm:ent En
gineeTs salary which was $4,600 by 
statute and an additionial $1,400 frooi 
the Highroctds. 

RT. HO~. THE PRIJIE JIINISTER 
-I think, Mr. Chairman, thaft if we 
are goilng to discuss this vote thiat the 
Minister of Public Wo.rks should be 
present. 

MR. E:~IERSO~---'l\!Ir. Ohai:ma.n, I 
think th:art: it is disgraceful; here we 
are discussing estimates and there is 
hardly a member of the ExecuU-ve 
present, neither Dr. l\1osdell, Dr. 
Campbell or the :\1:inister of Public 
"'Yorks. 

HON. :lIUISTER OF F:CTA~CE A:SD 
C"CSTOMS-:\1r. Chairman, we will 
pass on to the Department of Coloni al 
Secretary who is present in the House . 
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HO~. LEADER O:F OPPOSITIOX-· 
Are ttese subjeot to a ten per cent 
reduction? 

HOX. lUINISTER Ol., FINANCE AXD 
ersTO~US-Yes. 

JIR. KJIERSON-"\vno is the filing 
clerk? 

ItT. HON. THE PRI~IE JIIXISTER 
c. Carew I think the name is, the staff 
consists of S. Taylor, C. Carew, the 
1messenger bes:.des :\fr. Oare"\',~ and l\E.'3s 
Saunders. 

~IB. EJIERSON-l\fr. Chairn1an. I do 
not like to mention the na,nie of a 
lady, :Miss Saunders, I know that s!he 
is a n expert reporter, probably the 
best in the country, I notice that las t 
year she dre\v $3.700.00 from bhe coun
t1T and I suggest that this is too 
mucih . If she is paid $1,500.00 as Sec
retary to the Prim·e ::.\linister, I sug
gest that this would take all her time, 
I agree that the Prime l\Iinister should 
ha.Ye expert assistance at hand but I 
think that $3,700.00 is too high. 

R.T. HOX. THE PRDIE JII"XISTER 
- 1\Ir. Chakman, I do not think that 
this is too high. l\1iss Saunc.~ers is a 
very capable business woman, she has 
passed all the law examinations pre
scribed by the Law Society except the 
final which she has been unable to 
take owing to very heavy pressure of 
work which prevented he'!' giving the 
necessary time to study for it. 

During the past two weeks I had 
r equests from the Commissioners in 
connection with the Viking Enquiry 
for her services whiclh I was un•a.ble to 
accede to O'\\'ling to pressure of bus
iness. This young lady could leave 
'here and go to any place in Western 
Cana'da or Eastern Cam.ada, and w:Lth 
h er ability and experience she could 
earn considerably 1more than she re
ceives ib.ere. Her brother is, I under-

stand; in the U. S. A. and it a very 
·higthly qualified electrical engineer 
and she herself h:iis a London l\Iatric 
certificate. 

JIR. E3IERSON-l\1r. Chairman, 
there is one asrect in rega1'd to l\Iiss 
S:aun1ders' senices and the sus'Picion 
is that when I\Ir. Alderdice takes over 
the office of the Prime ::.\'.Iinister, :\Iiss 
Saunders will leave with Sir Richard 
Squires and follow his fortunes and 
Mr. Alderdice will not find such ex
pert ihelp when he arrives there. 

RT. IION. THE PRIJIE IDNISTER 
-::\Ir. Chairman, .that is what happe:i
ed when I went into office, I cannot 
conceive of any Prime 1\Iinister having 
the same private secretary as his pre
decessor in office, the usual p!"actice 
is for the private secretary to resign 
\Yith his chief. \Vhen I went out of 
office, l\Iiss Saunders was summa;rily 
ejected from the position of Supervisor 
of Debates and Mr. Ranldell Jeans was 
appointed in !her place. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Didn't she continue on there as a re
porter? 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE MINISTER 
-l\Ir. Chair,man, the reporters col
lapsed and they asked her to help 
them out and they pajd iher to do the 
work which the Government paid them. 
to do. 

)IR .. PlTDDESTER- 1\ir. Chairman, 
now we voted $3,000.00 a.nd the sup
plementary supply calls for a further 
$7.000.00. I think this office costs 
rather a lot. 

Every one of the clerks of the Col
onial Secretary's Department have re
ceived extra pay for preferential ser
vices of some sort. The Deputy Col
onial Secretary was paid separate fees 
for immigration work. \\"11.ile I am on 
the subject I would like to ask the 
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Colonial Secretary if the money col
lected on passports is paid ino the 
Exchequer Account or not? I would 
like the Hon. Colonial Secretary to 
give the House this .inf 011mation. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-Mr. 
Cha.irman, I shall be very pleased to 
tabl€ the fulleist information if the 
question is asked. 

JIR. PCDD:ESTER-Reads. 

Under the head of bye-elections. Isn't 
this pa.rt of rthe work of the Depart
ment? an!d if it is why should extra 
money be · paid the members of the 
Departm.en.t merely because there ha n
pened to be a bye-election la.st year? 

I object o the way in which every 
little thing is used for obtaining extra 
fees, every little service to the Gov
ernmenrt-extra fees, and when there 
are bad times now, it is really awful. 

MR. EJIERSON-~Ir. Chairman, I 
would like to call the ,attenltion of the 
House to Page 5 of the Auditor Gen
er:al's Report, Section 33. 

(Reads) 

~ow I ask, how was this money 
obtained? And it was obtained in all 
the Departments. Who authorizes all 
this. I understand your Fip.ance De
partment doesn't. Yet the Auditor 
General says some of this is not 
authorized. I think we mi.ght ask the 
Auditor General what particular de
partments are guilty in this respect. 
Xow how were these paymeruts obtain
ed? Tihey wereni'•t obtained by Order 
in Council. 

I see here that l\Ir. Mews received 
$3045.00. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY-
1fr. Oha!irman, this amount was paid 
:\1r. :\Iews for work connected with 
immigration work which he has been 
doing for the past fi1it-ee.n years. 

\Vhen this work was done at the 
Finance Department :\Ir. Le::.\'.fessurier 

wa.s paid $1000.00 for doing it. Mr 
i\'.fews was not pai'd a cent aI1d when 
t.e maide his claim he felt he was quite 
justified. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:X
l\1r. Chairman, I do feel that ::.\1r. :\Iews 
wa.s entitled to this fee. He had pre
viously made application to the late 
Government for thi? amount and as it 
was not felt that he was entitled to 
it he had been refused. 

~IR. E)[ERSON-l\1r. Chairman, I 
think that the trouble is that :Mr. 
Mews did not look for this until he 
found thrut some one else had rece.ived 
money for a similar position I cannot 
understanld :\Ir. :l\'Iews working for 15 
years without making a claim if he 
felit entitled to do so. That is the 
trouble in the various departments. It 
has ceased to be a case whether the 
fee is deserved but whether you can 
obtain it. 

If there is one thing more than an.y-
1thing else that is .causing resentment 
throughout the country, and justifiable 
resentment, is the fact that you are 
handing out bonuses in every De
partment of the civil service. Look at 
-the list of payments upon which the 
Auditor General in his report makes 
caustic commewt and you will agree 
that rhhe position :now is that civil 
s·er:vanrts are lookin·g upon their 
salaries as mere retaining fees and 
every time they do what they think is 
·ertria work they look for exitra 1pay for 
it. 

I s:ay, Sir, it is perfectly ou!f.rageous 
to give rth1s three fuousand dollars to 
Mr. Mews for whart: is called extra ser
vices. Mr. Stirling, ~'Cr. Halfyard and 
1fr. Pippy of the Colonial Secretary's 
Departmen.t also g01t 1extra pay on ac
count of Immigration., I am rtold by 
the Minister. 
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r am further informed that all this 
€xtra work was done during the re
gular office hours of the Department. 
so thiat the people erngaged {)n this Im
mi,gration work had practically no
thing to do and I challenge the Col
onial Secretary .to get up and state 
the class of work these officials did to 
ju:sitify these 1extra paym'ewts, and, as 
r said before, if they did perform extra 
services, why d1d they not make their 
cla.im within the past fiftee.~ yea.rs and 
not wait until the Liberal Government 
gave them some mo.ney? Perhaps the 
Attorney Generial will explain the ex
tra services performed by ::.\'Lagistrate 
Fitzgerald at Grand Falls for the $250 

he got, and, perh'aips, the l\linister of 
::.\Iarine and Fisheries will explain the 
reason why $600 extra was paid Mr. 
Badc.ock and the Mintster of Public 
\\~orks may explain why $400 for 
extras was paid Road Inspectors 
Bambrick and Parsons and whether 
the payments were authorized by 
Order in Council? 

JIINISTER OF l'tIARINE AXD FISH· 
ERIES-:'..\'Ir. C:hairman, I wouLd like to 
explain t'!lat Mr. Bad cock was paid 
this aimount because he is Secretary 
of the Fishery Board. He was also paid 
·this amount by the late Government. 
The two Road In.spec.tors were paid 
by Order in Council to meet some 
wages due them by the late Govern
ment. The same applies to Mr. Carter, 
the Auditor for our Department. He 
was paid ·extra by the late Govern
ment amid now he wras paid thrro1Ugih 
Order in Oouncil. Oherwise the De
partment has not padd on_.e dollar for 
overtiime since I have taken charge 
of it. 

lUR. EJIERSOX-Mr. Ohai1rman, tne 
::.\Iinister of l\'Iarine and Fisheries .,ells 
us that they have paitl the back bills 
of a previous Gove:nment. Why did 
the Government wait two years to pay 
these bills, if they were due? The 

fact is thcvt the late Government re
fused to pay these amounts and the 
Order in Council of the present Gov
ernment wernt over the ::.\:Iinister's 
head. Now if the $600 ref erred to was 
part of Mr. Badcock's salary, why is 
it not down in the Estimates? Accord
intg to the Auditor General's Report 
this is an over-playmenit. 

HON. XINISTER OF FilAXCE & 
Cl!STOMS-::.\Ir. Chairman, that will be 
explained when the Estimates for that 
Department come up. 

ilIR. EllERSOX-MT. Chairman, I 
was dealing wirth over-payments in 
connection with all the Departments. 
Here are four clerks connected with 

·the Marine and Fi,s.heries Department 
who wer·e praj;d for ove:rrtime sinc1e la1st 
year. I want to know why the money 
was paid, and when you say it was 
due to them by the late Government, 
why is it that you waited for two years 
to 'PaY the mioney. Jif it was not due, 
why pay them at all, and if it was due 
you should have paid t:'hem two years 
beifore. While on this matter of over
p.aymenits I would like to know the 
meaning of paying moneys oot of the 
various departments to clerks of the 
AudJitor Generial'.s Department. It hap
pens that when a clerk from thls De
pantment goes rto an'Y other Depart
ment to audit .aocoun.ts he is paid ex
tra for it. 

I would like to know if such pay
ments are authorized by Orlder in 
Council or by the l\'Iinisterial heads of 
the Depa~··trnentf:s and why such pay
menits are charged up to any par
ticular departments? n is the most 
serious ::rs1pect in connection with our 
public accounts, esipecially when such 
bonuses are paid out to these clerks 
of the Auditor General's Department 
without even an Order in Council for 
the payments. 
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HO:X. JIIXISTER OF FIN .AXCE &; 

CUSTOJIS-i\'.Ir. Chairman, I would 
like to inform the Hon. member thl'.l/t 
for a number of yea:r:s these assistant 
auditors have been engaged from tim-e 
to time by the differ-ent departments 
chiefly for checking up returns com
in•g in from the outpo1nts. I hiad a 
frightful jab to get them to do the 
work in my departm-ent anrd they re
fused to do it without being paid 
extra. I call it an absolute outrage to 
pay them extra. 

THE :llllISTER OF MARINE AND 
FISHERIES~l\Ir. Chairman, I might 
say that I refused to pay "'.\fr. Carter 
for auditing the returns of my De
partm1ent and he was paid by Order 
in Council. He is not doing the work 
now, It is beinlg done by a clerk in my 
DepaJ'ltment. 

llR. EJIERSO:V-~Ir. Chairman, 
these auditors are supposed to be the 
watchdogs of the Public Treasury of 
the country and irt i•s 1p0isitively wrong 
thait they should be pai:d out of any 
other Department but their own. I 
think the system is rotten. 

THE JIINISTER OF JIARINE AND 
FISHERIES-Mr. Chairman, the r ·e
turns of my Departmenit are now be
ing audited by one of my own clerks. 

JIR. EJIERSO~-:\ir. Chairman, do 
you think that is right with a pos
sibility of a serious discrepancy oc
currin.g in the accounts of your De
partment? I think that work should 
be done by the officials of the Auditor 
General's Department. 

"''"R. QTTTNTOY-Mr. C"' · I ~u. u ..LH ,..., ·nallI'IIIlan., 

presume this refers to Beaumont 

Hamel and other overseas grounds 

and graveyards. I was wondering 

when and from whom the reports on 

these grounds are receive!d. 

RT. ROX. THE PRDIE JITXISTER 
-Mr. Chairman, ithe War Graves co:n
mission reports to the High Commi::;~ 
sioners Office in London and they re
port back to this country. 

lfR. QrllTON- Mr. Chairman, the 
reason for my asking this question 
is 'because peoiple !have been com1"?1a~n
ing about the condition of the ground3 

an 11 t he condition of the Bungalow on 
the grouonds at Beaumont Hamel. 

RT. HON. THE PRilIE lUTIISTER 
-Mr. Chairman, there is an organiza
tio!l in England ithat looks after all 
these grounds and they have been 
made the touring rouit~ of nearly 
e-verybody who vis its them. The per
son in charge of Beaumont Hamel is 
Ser1g.eaint Brown "\vho does excellent 
work under very trying circumstan·~e.s. 
Cooks books of tours Which contains 
illustrations of tours and are sent to 
the United States, England, Italy and 
all other parts of the world have a 
special recommie-ndaition in them con
cerning K ewfoundland's Memorial at 
Beaumont Hamel. It wa·s the intention 
to start a sort of Patriotic Organiza
tion in London to handle and keep up 

the war ideals but unfortunately it 
was never developed. 

JIR. Pl1DDESTER-l\1r. Chainnan, I 
suppose the Imperial \\.7'ar Graves 
Commission have to look after the 
tomhstones, graves grass, etc. so I 
cannoit se-e how it is 1going to be re
duced from $10,000 to $6,000. 

HO~. COLO~IAL SECRETA.RY
:\ir. Chairman, for a period of years 
there was esablishe,d an endownment 
for th!Ls purpose .and this year our 
allowance will be paid up so that 
$6,000 will be sufficient. 

~IR. PLDDESTER-1'.Ir. Ohairman. 
we are estimating $50,000 for unfor
seen expenditure and it will be a great 
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deal more than this. Supplementary 
supply for $85,000 had to be introduc
ed this year. I understand that the 
colonial Secretary has charige of this 
vote. Do you really think that $50,000 
will be sufficient? 

nos. ML~ISTER OF FI~AYCE & 
crSTOJlS-Mr. Ohairman, it .may not 
be. but I can assure you that if irt goes 

0yer $50,000 it will be nothing like it 
":as last year. Last year we had some 
exceptionally high figures that won't 
be present this year. 

RT. HOX. THE PRDIE JIBISTER 
-:Mr. Chairman, the expenses in con
nection with the Boland case was in
cluded in the C. & C. P. account which 
should show as $7,000.00 if it inclutled 
these expenses but owing to duplica
tion oif questions it did not appear. 
For example if a voucher is given for 
a train fare, or for the expenses of a 
witness, it will be paid hy :Mr. Godden 
and charged to the Department of Jus
tice. In this connection I might say 
that Mr. Godden looks after all the 
expenses ,of t!he Crown W:i!tnesses, such 
as Board and Lodging, which is iall 
charge'Cl to t'he Departmen.t of Justice 
and afterwar'.ds transferred to the 
C. & C. P. accournt. 

JIR. PLTJ>DESTER-:'.\fr. Chairman, 
do I understand that we only see the 
debits and that the credits have not 
been made in this account. 

count Bank of l\Iontreal at the Im
perial Conference $2,198.11. \\'11.en we 
asked that the experuses of this Con
ference be ta bled it was ,done so and 
now we find this additional amount. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER 
-l\Ir. Chairman, this a~oun t was in 
connection with e:xitras on account of 
Mr. Carew and Miss Saunders as the 
amounts allocated for their expenses 
'Vas not nearly suffi.cient to cover them 
and when they found it necessary they 
wenrt ito the Bank of Montreal in Lon
don who advanced them sufficient to 
cover their exp€nsies and transferred 
the amounts to the Bank of Montreal 
at St. J ohn'iS. 

J[R. PVDDESTER-::.\1r. Chairman, 
\Yere the Hotel bills of the Secretary 
paid by the Imperial Gorvernment. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE JIIXISTER 
~l\Ir. Chairman, rthe actual Hotel bills 
such as food, etc. were paiid but the 
incidentals such as laundry and other 
things whiich amount to a great deal 
were not paid for 1by the !imperial 
Gavernment. 

)JR. PUDDESTER-Mr. Chairman. 
I know that as I spent some time in 
London myself last year but at the 
same time I do think that when an 
answer to a question is tabled in this 
Ha.use it should show th'e expenses 
thart; are asked for instead of which 
we find an additional a:mount of 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE lITNISTER $2,198.11 
-Yes. 

)IR. PrDDESTER-iWr. Ohairman, I 
think that when we ask for an account 
to be tabled the whole account should 
be shewn not only the deibits but the 

I notice here three large amounts in 
account with the Vikin·g Disaster for 
the 'Foun\dation Franklin.' What are 
they for? 

credits as well. HON. :Jll~ISTER OF FINA..,-CE & 
C"CSTOJIS-They wanted $750.00 a 

HO~. MINISTER OF FL~ANCE & day. 
CUSTOJIS-Mr. Chair1man, under the 
heading offioe of the Prime Minister, 1IR. PLDDESTER___.Mr. Chainnian, 
we have additional expenditure ac- it cost $3635.00 for the Sagona and 
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$3630.00 for the Franklin, the Sagona 
did all the work and the Franklin did 
nothing, I wish the Hon. l\Iinister of 
:Marine and Fisheries would pay at
tention to this. "\\'fiat was the original 
sum asked for the Franklin? 

TJIE :MINISTER OF l'UARIXE A:SD 
FISHERIES-$5,250.00 was what they 
asked. 

JlR. Pl!DDESTER-l\lr. Chairman, 
that vote is $50,000.00 more than we 
expected. 

THE ~II~ISTER OF JIARIXE AXD 
FISHERIES-l\Ir. Chairman, that is on 
account of the Viking Disaster, the 
ear:thquake, etc. You never can tell 
what is going to happen •that will in
crease this vote. 

I-IOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
l\Ir. Chairman, as far as the last Im
·pe1·al Conference is concerned, it cost 
four imes as much as the previous 
Conference, it cost more to brin:g the 
staff over to this last Conference than 
the whole previous Conference cost. 

RT. HON. THE PRDrE JITTISTER 
-:Mr. Chairman, maybe l\Ir. l\Iorine, 
l\'lr. Higgi!lis and lV[r. l\lonroe were bet
ter able to pay their expenses than the 
people who attende'd the last Confer
ence as crny staff. 

~IR. PGDDESTER-l\lr. Chairman, 
in view of that answer, we will ask 
for the details of both Conferences. 

~UR. ElUERSON-1\Ir. Chairman. 
there is one point in connection ·with 
this. expenditure by the Colonial Sec
retary's Departnrnnt that has come up 
for discussion and it would appear at 
fir.st that the figures had ibeen juggled. 
I don't think that has been done but 
the whole thing is that the l\Unisters 
in charge of these votes do not know 
what is going on and I would suggest 
something to them to show that they 

are wrong. In the Railway passages 
account there is an item for $2,889.00 
and we are told that these have to do 
with · the Bolanld case and in the con
tra-account of the Colonial Secretary 
of General Contingencies we see 
$5,622.00 for the Boland case. The At
torney General told us that payments 
were probably made by the Depart
ment of Justice and the whole thing 
\Vas handed over to the Colonial Sec
reta.ry's Department. That is impos
sible, if a check for $10.00 were issued 
by the Depavtment it would appear in 
C. & C. P., the check was made out to 
the Rail way for passages. 

RT. H01"". THE PRIME ~IINISTER 
-That is clear. 

JIR. EJIERSON-::.\fr. Chairman, no, 
I am making it clear, checks for pa6-
sages, hotel bills and witnesses who 
could afford to pay their own hotel 
bills, could go do-wn to the Depart
ment of Justice and get some money. 
'\\"'hen the whole case was over and to 
make C. & C. P. better, la"'ryers fees, 
dcctDrs fees were lumped together in 
the sum of $5,000.00 and transferred 
by Order-in-Council to C. & C. P. That 
is what happened and I am ·making it 
clear, it was transferred from o~e ac
count to bolts er up the other. 

HON. ~IIlISTER OF FINA:XCE & 
Cl'STOMS-Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to refer to the Government En
gineer's office which we discussed in 
committee on these Estimates before. 
l\Ir. Hall receives a voted salary of 
$4,600.00 and $1,400.00 in addition from 
the Highroads. l\Ir. Robertson, his as
sistant. receives $2,200.00 and $2,000.00 
not in the Estimaites. The Accountant 
receives $1,700.00 and an a:dditional 
$1,000.00. The l\fasonry Superintendent, 
Mr. "\Vhelan, receives $2,500.00 voted 
rsalary and in addition gets $500.00. I 
would like to point out that it is not 
the inrtenition of the Government to 
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niake this a permanent Department, 
in a few years we hope to be clear of 
all this construction work. 

\Ye propose to leave Mr. Hall's vote 
of $4,600.00 in the Estimates and only 
par him $1,000.00 out of the Highroad 
\·ote, the Accountant, l\Ir. Dicks, gets 
$1,700.00 here and gets $1,000.00 from 
the Highroads. This is a very busy 
Department of the Government, last 
year they handled 180,000 cheques. He 
is getting $1,700.00 and \Ye are re
ducing the $1,000.00 to $900.00 and he 
will be subject to the ten per cent re-: 
'•lPr.tion. Mr. Robertson is geting $2,
'200.00 and $2,000.00 from the High
roads, he is now cut down and he is 
~etting $1,400.00 to mak-e him like a 
Deputy :!.\linister so as to speak. 

JIR. Pt;-DDESTER-l\Ir. Chairman, 
I think this expenditu1 e in connection 
with the operation of Highroads is 
getting beyond us. Imagine $1,750,000 
spent last year in connection with 
that Department. Now I would like 
to ask the Minister of Public \\.,.orks 
if a man left his job with the High
roads Commission and went to Cana.da 
but he was not taken in a University 
there because he lacked the necessary 
qualifications, would he be taken back 
again by the Highroads Commission 
here when he :returned or would he be 
consi'dered ait all? 

the enormous expense of running 
motor ca ris last year by l\Ir. Cochius 
and others, I \Yould suggest to you 
~hat you sell the family cars and pro
vide coul)es which would suit the re
quirements of the Department and put 
an end to this joy riding an'd family 
berry picking jaunts at the expense of 
the producers and working people bf 
this country. 

The other day, Sir, I drew your at
tention to a. truck that goes over the 
country roads when there is no work 
to be done. Now I will draw your at
tention to a red coupe that is seen 
very often operating at full blast on 
Sundays, holidays and night time. This 
is a dire waste of the public ·money 
8nd I ho~e the l\Iinister of Public 
Works will take this hint to heart and 
put a stop to the practice. 

\\~hat value do you place on the 
machine-ry owned by the Highroads 
Commission-$110,000.00 that is $55,-
000.00 a year and in addition you have 
to add $36.000.00; quite a large burden 
to carry quite a lot of valuable 
machinery, enough to build the Pan
ama Canal. 

JIINISTER. OF PUBLIC 'lfORKS-
1\Ir. Chairman, as a matter of fact in 
Canada, to do the same amount of 
work, they would have about three 
times that a;mount of machinery. This 

JIIlISTER OF PUBLIC "\YORKS- machinery is absolutely necessary to 
Mr. Chairman, he might be a useful carry on the business of looking after 
man, but I would like the Hon. mem- the road economically. 
ber to give me the name of the case 
he refers to. JIR. PUDDESTER-l\Ir. Chairman, 

JIR. PEDDESTER-:\ir. Chairman, 
I will give you his name privately. 
Another poor man cannot do that be
cause he has not got the pull with 
the Government or the Highroads 
. Commission. I say, Sir, it is not good 
enough. Every man should be ma::l2 
stand on his own feet. With regard to 

I would like the 'Minister of Finance 
to consider a suggestion ma'.de some 
time ago. As has been already said 
we have to vote the money for the 
Highroads Commission. Now I don't 
want to burden· the estimates unduly. 
Instead of calling it the Government 
Engineer's office, and I may say that 
·as this position is really nothing now 
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we might as well retire the Govern
ment Engineer, if necessary at full 
salary, and call it the Highroads 
Commission· office. This would accord 
an opportunity of voting these salaries 
in the House. I remember the late l\Ir. 
·warren suggested something of the 
·same nature in regard to the Board 
of Liquor Control. I make the sug
gestion that the method could be em
ployed in dealing with the Highroads 
Commission and at the same time we 
would have the Commission's salaries 
under our control. 

JIR. EJIERSOX-1\Ir. Chairman, this 
thing is being car-ried too far, we don't 
know what we're giving the money 
for nor what is done with it. 

'Ve have just heard a list of salaries 
read an!d in nearly every case the list 
of salaries as supplied to the l\1inister. 
The l\Iinister doesn't know what is 
goinrg on and I'm not blaming him 
either. It is, however, a disgraceful 
condition of affairs to be in. 

This thing is happening everywhere; 
pay a man $4,00.00 as a salary and 
expect him to work eight hours a day 
and no matter what his job is you 
can't say that he can do this job and 
another, because if he gets another 
jo·b, as so often happens, he must do 
it in the same time, and it he can't 
and it is impossible for him to do so, 
get it done, he promptly makes a 
claim for overtime. That is just what 
is happening arid if you'll fix up this 
matter in your DHpartment we will 
take care of the la,vyers and you'll 
find they don't get all those fees ·they 
are credited with getting. 

Xow with regard to this mystery 
car :No. 2525; this car cost $2_,508.00 
to run for the past year. In the past 
year this car has travelled over 35,000 
miles and this is impossible. 

35,000 miles in a 200 day year is 175 

miles a clay and would take all 
providing the person driving it had 
business to transact and I submit 
wa.sn't done, not while the. car was 
business and therefore it must ha 
been doing joyriding. 

This car is used by ::\Ir. 'Vhelan an 
if this car really did 35,000 miles th 
it would be impossible for l\Ir. Whe 
to do any business inspecting his wor 
and still do 175 miles every 'day 
nonsense unless the car went jo 
riding on Sundays and that's wh 
ha.:_:-1pens and that's what causes 
much expenditure. I don't say Mr 
Neelands is responsible; he's a goo 
worker. Now see about your true 
a1J1d cars and see that on Sunday the 
are in the Highroads shed and not ou 
on the roa'.ds joyriding. 

11t is impossible for a car to d 
35,000 miles; it can't be done if there 
is any business going on and for the 
man in charge to justify his salary. 
"?e know that l\Ir. Xeelands do justify 
his salary and that he does work hard 
and it's impossible for him to do 175 
miles a day and still do his business. 
The amount of money spent on this 
car is staggering. 

]fR. lYINTER-1\Ir. Chairman, a few 
days ago we were speaking about the 
Highroads Progra·mme and the Minis
ter of Finance and Customs informed 
us that there was no programnrn, is 
there any programme in connection 
with the finishing of the road from 
Gobbies to Terrenceville. 

JIINISTER OF PL"BLIC WORKS
It has not been 'decided on yet. 

iUR. 1YINTER-Mr. Chairman, sure
ly after spending such a large sum 
on this road you are not going to 
leave it unfinished for the sake of nine 
miles? 

HON. MINISTER OF FIXANCE & 
Cl!ST01lS-Mr. Chairman, as I said 
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before there is no programme as yet 
and furthermore I would like to add 
that I hope there won't be any pro
o-ramme. The nine miles may have to 
!:> 

be linked up for reasons that I will 
not state in this House, but what I 
~-ould like to see is that nine miles 
of road left like it is. I quite see and 
appreciate the point raised by l\1r. 
Emerson and I would like to see the 
Highroads Department wiped out al
together. Highroads may be alright in 
a place like Quebec where they get a 
tremendous revenue from visiting car::; 
but in this country with a population 
of only a quarter of a million, I do not 
think there should be a Highroads 
vote. 

JIR. Pl~DESTER-~lr. Chairman, 
I wonder why the Minister of Pubilc 
\Yorks now increases the salary of the 
patrol men from $75.00 to $90.00 r:er 
month I see the increase began in 
1929. 

MIXISTER OF PITBLIC lYORKS
.:.\lr. Chairman, for the information of 
the Hon. member for Bay de Verde I 
would like to say that when I took 
0ver the position of Chief of the High
roads Commission the Patrol men 
'vere receiving $90,00 per month and 
I thought that $80,00 was sufficient but 
found out that the reason that these 
men had to use their own horses and 
that the $90.00 was for horse and man. 

JIR. PliJ>DESTER-31r. Chairman, 
at a party meeting held in 1928 this 
matter came up and was refused. It 
r.-as ::\Ir. Hall who introducea the 
$90.00 a month. 

JIR. E3IERSOX-J\1r. Chairman, this 
is just another case of the commis
sioners doing thing without authority. 

JIIXISTER OF PLBLIC WORKS
Mr. Chairman, the patrol men used to 
use small ponies of from seven to 
eight hundredweight each and 1 
thought that they should use them 

weighing about a thousand pounds so 
that they might be used for the pur
pose of using drags and thereby save 
expense and for that reason I think 
they are worth $90.00 a month. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-::\Ir. Chairman, I 
tnink it would be better if we were 
to leave the Public Charities vote un
til such time as we have discussed the 
Public Health Bill. 

JIR. lYIXTER.-::.\'lr. Chairman, I 
was wondering if the Prime Minister 
ilas anything further to say with re
gard to the filling of the position of 
the Deputy ::.\finister of Justice. 

RT. HON. THE PRIME MIXISTER. 
!.\Ir. Chairman, up to the present time 
no; but we are trying to make an ar
rangement in which the Deputy l\1in
ister of Justice would look after the 
position of Solicitor to the Railway 
Commission and the important parts 
of the work performed ·by the Law 
Clerk. 

JIR. WIXTER.-J\1r. Chairman, I 
merely wanted to find that out, as I 
consider that the present Acting 
Deputy l\1inister of Justice would be 
C!n admirable person for the job, and 
if it was possible to get him to take 
the job I would like to see him ap
pointed. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-::.\1r. Chairman, I 
would like to ask how many bailiffs 
are at present attached to the Sup
reme Court. Here I see them listed 
as Nos. 1, 2. 3. These have held the 
position of bailiffs for almost as long 
as I have been in practice, with the 
exception of Sheppard. There is to 
my knowledge Roil, Cross and Shep
pard, and lately I have seen that Mr. 
Knight has been doing the duties of 
bailiff. 

RT. HON. THE PJlilIE JIIXISTER. 
· --11r. Chairman, I was not aware that 
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1.here had been any new bailiff ap
pointed except under the extra pres
sure of work and then he was only 
employed for the time being and at the 
same rate of pay as the other bai!ir'f~. 
His bill is certified by the Sheriff's 
Office. 

JIR. EMERSON .-1\:Ir. Chairman, the 
reason I ask is that I thought that 
::\1r. Roil was getting pretty old, and 
while I would not like to suggest pen
sioning him, I thought that perhaps 
he might be looking for a pension. 

RR. HOX. THE PRDIE JIINISTER. 
There is no necessity to add anybody 
else to the service at present. 

JIR. WTITER.-1\'Ir. Chairman, I 
con't know if it is proper for a mem
ber of the Opposition to recommend 
an increase in any salary, but the sal
ary paid to the Registrar of Deeds & 
Companies has been the same for a 
great many years and it is common 
knowledge, at least among the mem
bers of the legal profession, that the 
\York of this Department has in
creased a great deal in recent years, 
and in the last few years the business 
has doubled. There was a time when 
y_pu could leave a deed in the Registry 
and you would not get it back for 
three weeks; now you place a deed 
there and you will get it the next day. 
Tbe system there is most efficient and 
the work is very well done. I recom
mended this vote be increased last 
year, and I think that the discrepancy 
between the salary of the Register and 
and the Deputy Registrar is too small. 
The Registrar gets $2,400.00 and the 
Deputy Registrar receives $2,000.00. 

When l\Ir. Adams was the Registrar 
and was unfortunately unable to at
tend, most of the work devolved on 
:\fr. Maddick. When lWr. Maddick was 
appointed Registrar he received $400 
more than his salary as Deputy Regis
trar. I don't think that the propor-

tion of the Registrar to the Deputy 
Registrar is as high in any other De
partment. I would like to see his sal
ary raised, and even then the ten per 
c~!lt reduction would have to come off. 
::\Ir. l\'.Iaddick has converted that De
partment into a very efficient machine 
and I would ask the Minister of Jus
tice if would consider increasing that 
salary. 

RT. HO~. THE PRI1IE IDXISTER. 
:'.fr. Chairman, I agree with :\Ir. '\Vin
ter that this salary is low and that 
the volume of business has doulbled 
and last year there was two or three 
thousand dollars of arrears of fees 
collected. I had hoped to be able to 
increase this amount, but when the 
Estimates were being prepared it was 
found necessary to strike off increases 
wherever possible. This is the first 
thing I would like to see done, and 
secondly, the salaries of the Wardens 
of the Penitentiary increased, but un
der existing circumstances it was 
found impossible to do so at the pres
ent time. 

Mr. Speaker resumed. the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, had passed 
certain Resolutions and asked leave 
to sit again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
~ nd adopted and it was ordered that 
the Comlilittee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair until S 
p.m. 

l\fr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. Dr. Mosdell, the House re
solved itself int6 a Committee of the 
Whole to consider the Bill entitled 
"An Act Respecting Health and Public 
Welfare.'" 
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::.\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com-

roittee. 

HO:\". DR. JIOSDELL.-1\lr. Chair
man, at the last meeting of the Com
mittee enquiries were made by some 
members of the Opposition as to the 
cost of administration of this Bill. The 
cost will come to approximately $820,
(100.00. This compares favorably with 
the $622,000.00 now voted for the same 
,vork to the Public Health Department. 
This includes payment to the profes
~ional staff, supplies such as clothes 
and food. All the salaries of the 
~taff are estimated allowing for the 
10 % reduction. The power of con
trolling the staff and other matters 
will remain in the hands of the De
J):;. rtmen t of Public Works. The ex
penses as we figure from the infor
mation at our disposal will be about 
$800,000.00. 

I really cannot say yet what will 
t2 paid teachers, for ibringing cases 
to our attention. However, I think 
there will probably be some small 
payment made them, possibly about 
ten cents for each case reported. 
This, I may say, is the method adopt
ed in regard to the method of supply
ing of statistics. The payment in any 
case will be very small. The Public 
Health Bureau will attend to all fees 
to be paid and to any city or outport 
agents. 

t!me that gentleman had ever seen 
those bills. Now I wonder what was 
paid others. Is there any person 
whose duty it is to look after these 
matters? 

Some time ago local committees 
were formed for enquiring into mat
ters concerning pauper relief and 
such like affairs and this idea had 
proved so successful that the arrange
ment is being continued. The Board 
consists of four or five members and 
the Chairman is usually the Magis
trate or a J.P., or relieving officer of 
that district. 

In answer to a question it was 
stated that one doctor received a sum 
of $5,337 .00; before that there were 
four district surgeons at $850.00 each. 
\Vhy were they discontinued? 

HOY. DR. :MOSDELL.-Because they 
were of no earthly benefit. They were 
scattered all over the city and we 
found it far better to have the work 
concentrated and done by one man. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
The concentration did not save any 
money. 

HOX. DR. ~IOSDELL.-1\Ir. Chair
man, apart from the District Sur
geons, there were other large amounts 
paid in fees which really amounted to 
a dead loss. The total in addition to 
these fees was, I think, about $4,000.00. 

JIR. PCDDESTER.-1 understood, Jn connection with last year's bill, it 
1\Ir. Chairman,s that Wesley-ville wa 
one of our most prosperous places; 
surely there can't be any paupers 
there. Yet I see here that pauper 
medical relief was paid out there, 
and emergency cases were $60.00, 
making a total of over $2,000.00. On 
information received I heard that cer
tain doctors made out their bills and 
had them paid and then they were 
sent to the relieving officer of that dis
trict to sign, and that was the first 

must also be taken into consideration 
that there were thre-e bad epidemics, 
m·easles, scarlet fever, and influenza, 
which cost the Board of Health a sub
stantial amount. 

MR. E]IERSON.~:.\fr. Chairman, in 
connection with the stateme'nt that I 
asked Dr. Mosdell to prepare and sub
mit. I feel sure that the Minister will 
see my point. One year more and the 
n-e_xt year less for doctors and services. 
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If he could give us comparative state
~ents with :figures showing how much 
has been paid in previous years under 
the old rules, and how much will like
ly be paid in future years under the 
new system. I think this is a mat
ter of great importance and vitally 
necessary for our statistics. 

ROX. DR. JIOSDELL.-:\fr. Chair
man, when the Select Committee met 
and discussed this Bill a similar ques
tion was asked me and I answered it 
by saying that the reorganization did 
not involve more than a total of $800-
000.00; this of course is subject to con
ditions but can only be enlarged upon 
by consent of the Governor in Council. 

JIR. PLDDESTEH.-1:Ir. Chairman, 
1 would like to see a statement of the 
comparatives of running the Depart
ment during the past three or four 
years and of running it under the pres
ent system since the district surgeons 
have been abolished. 

HOX. DR. JIOSDELL.-Mr. Chair
man, even if it cost more under the 
present system, it would be worth U, 
as it is much better to have one par
ticular doctor in constant attendancB 
at the Board of Health. 

JIR. PLDDE.STER.-~Ir. Chairman, 
I see an account for four doctors 
amounting to $9,500.00. Have you dis
pensed with the four district surgeons? 
By that I mean if the commission re
calling them was not issued, then you 
are still liable for the amount you were 
supposed to pay. 

ROX. DR. JIOSDELL.-The only dif
ference would be they would be ask
ing for money now for doing nothing. 

:ll:R. Pm>DESTER.-The doctors 
claim that they were doing the work 
just as efficiently as it is being done 
today. 

ROX. DR. MOSDELL.-l\'lr. Chair
man, I can only speak for the office 

of the Board of Health from the time 
that I became identified with it and 
from the reports given me by the 
Commissioner of Public Charities. 

JIR. ElIERSOX.-You don't contem
i: late any increase in the expenses or 
additions in salaries under the new 
system? 

ROX. DR. JIOSDELL.-Mr. Chair
wan, it may be a fluctuating amount 
and will depend upon the conditions 
r revailing. 

Sub-section 7 has regard to vaccin
ation and Section 8 to quarantine, and 
are in all respects similar to existing 
Acts, they are purely and simply a 
part of the consolidation. Shall we 
read them or shall we ~ass them? 
They extend from 256 to 274 inclusive. 

Section 9 is really a re-·enactment of 
old Acts from which they were tak.en 
part and parcel in an endeavor to cur
tail the spread of tuberculosis through 
expectoration. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-Xothing would 
give me greater pleasure than to see 
1 hat se<;tion pass and we could tell the 
police to stop spitting when they are 
supposed to arrest those who are so 
doing. You can pass along any cor
ner where they are and the pavement 
is covered with spits. 

HO:X. DR. ][0SDELL.-I will sug
gest that to the ::.vlinister of Justice. 

JIR. E][ERSO:X.-Mr. Chairman, in 
tbe course of our deliberations we 
have heard a lot about epidemics. It 
seems to me that more attention 
should be paid to the water supply of 
the country. I think if more attention 
were paid to the examination of wells 
there would be a great deal less of 
these epidemics. I remember in my 
district I was asked to recommend to 
the Board of Works that a well which 
was right out alongside the street be 
covered. The water was nice and 
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looked very fresh. The cost of doing 
this was one hundred dollars and I 
said that I would do my best to ar
range that payment be made. That 
eYening one of the people asked me 
if I knew where that water came 
from and, on investigating, I found 
that this water ran from under a 
stable and into the road. I, in my ig
norance. was contemplating putting a 
structure there to protect the water 
from the dust of the road, and the 
water was coming from a most im
rure source. That state of affairs is 
going on all over the country, and 
disease of all ·sorts is spread around 
through a bad water supply. In this 
particul:Lr vicinity water was scarce 
and one of the few sources of water 
was from under a stable, and I think 
that some sort of rigid inspection 
should be made. 

lfOX. DR. l'UOSDELL.-Mr. Chair
man the Board started a great deal of 
p'·opaganda along these lines, but 
very little was done. \Ve are hoping 
to have a general survey of conditions 
throughout the country by a com
petent practitioner and while he was 
doing this he could also report on the 
Fater supply; but that will take a 
matter of years. 

JIR. ElIERSOX.-::.v.rr. Chairman, I 
cqnnot understand how a doctor pass
ing through a settlement does not 
notice the water supply and where it 
comes from. I can't understand how 
these things are not reported; you 
would think that a doctor would no
ti<'e it as he passed along. 

HOX. DR. lIOSDELL.-Mr. Chair
mqn, at the present time institutions 
like the General Hospital are con
trolled by a Board of Governors. They 
h~ve supreme control. They can make 
all the apnointments, and the power 
of suspension and dismissal is in their 
rands. This, however, is not as a rule 
carried out in practice. Under the 

present Act the Hospital will not be 
under control of a Board of Governors 
but under the Bureau, with much more 
limited powers. Where the governors 
could appoint and dismiss without the 
sanction of the Governor in Council, 
the Bureau cannot do so. ::.\loreover, 
certain offices are answerable directly 
to the ~Iinister of Public Works rather 
than to the Bureau. 

Now the only way in which the Hos
pital differs from other institutions is 
the formation of this General Council, 
which forms a sort of Clinical Asso
ciation; the idea being to get the staff 
together and discuss details concern
ing the internal economy of the Hos
pital. This organization coincides 
more with the standard set up by 
other hospitals, and puts the Hospital 
more in line for equal outside recog
... ·H,....11. This organization is provided 
for in Parts 292-3-0. 

JIR. EJIERSON.-Mr. Chairman, af
ter all there are reasons why a rule 
like this should be made in the inter
est of the institution and in the inter
est of the public. That is a matter 
for persons used to handling institu-
tions of this kind. But befoire we 
submit as to whether this is the pro
per way to deal with the situation, I 
would like to know whether the mem
bers of the medical profession gener
ally agree with this regulation. 

HOX. DR. :nOSDELL.-Mr. Chair
man, in arguing in favor of an open 
hospital, the honorable member for 
Placentia East overlooked the fact 
that there is a difference of opinion 
in a doctor in his ordinary medical 
< "Pacity and a doctor in his surgery. 
There is nothing to prevent a man's 
family physician from visiting him at 
the Hospital. If a patient entered the 
Hospital after being treated by a doc
tor other than those on the staff, his 
case would be made known to the sur
beon on the staff, who would be call-
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ed into consultation before proceeding 
to make a diagnosis. 

There must be in charge of a Hos
pital such as the General, a com
petent Superintendent and a suffici
ent staff of surgeons under him. We 
have such a sufficient staff and we have 
sufficient in training to take the place 
cf these surgeons. The ones in prac
tice constitute the most experienced 
in the medical profession in the city. 
Taking into account the arguments 
against the open hospital, I think the 
case_ is a strong one against the sys
fom in vogue up to the present. 

HON. DR. CAJIPBELL.-Mr. Chair
man, I think the whole thing revolves 
around medical ethics, and these call 
for consultation with a person's own 
physician in cases such as cited. If 
!\Ir. Emerson went to the General 
Hospital and his family physician was 
not a member of the staff there, we 
'\\·ould look upon it as medical ethics 
to allow him in. I have never known a 
case where one was shut out. 

l\IR. BYRNE.-·Mr. Chairman as I 
understand it, medical ethics mean 
that I, as a private patient may go to 
the Grace Hospital or to the General 
Hospital and my own doctor operate 
on me. 

Now, what I want to know is, 
whether supposing I am a poor man 
only able to pay $1.00 a day, and do
ing even that with difficulty. and I 
l:iave to go to the General Hospital. in 
a public bed, I cannot have my medi
cal adviser who may have attended me 
for more than 20 years, attend me; 
i8n't that so? 

to pay for him, then I think that P<>lnt 
is really quite immaterial. 

i\1r. Chairman, 
amendments as 
Committee. 

these are 
suggested 

Part 1.2 refers to regulations for the 
establishment of private hospitals and 
manner in which these are t o 1be con
c!ucted after establishment There. 
a re exceptions made for the existing 
private hospitals. I think the part of 
the Bill will account for any objec
tions that might be made and will 
prove entirely satisfactory 

Part 13 is really an effort to stand·
ardize our training for nurses. At 
present there are two of our hospitals 
training nurses and giving their own 
examinations and issuing diplomas. 
Part 13, however. is intended to stand
ardise that training and make any 
ne-cessary provision in order that our 
nurses, when they have completed 
their training here may find recogni
tion abroad. An agreement has been 
entered into between the Xursing Su11-
erintendents of the hospitals with this 
€nd in view. At present there are 
two of our hospitals training nurses. 
One provides. however, a more ad
vanced training than the other. 

It is intended to adopt what is 
known as the minimum standard; by 
this is meant the standard required 
by Canadian and the other hospitals 
abroad for the graduation of their 
nurses. Some time ago one of our 
hospitals applied to a Canadian hos
pital asklng that they recognize our 
graduate nurses. The reply was to th e 
effect that our nurses have really no 

HOX. DR. JIOSDELL.-:\Ir. Chair- official status: various shortcoming 
man, I think the honorable gentleman 
had very little to complain of. The 
General Hospital provides very good 
attention, and as owing to the posi
tion of the patient the Government has 

appear to exist in our training; it is a 
fact that some subjects do not ap
pear in our courses which are regar d
ed as absolutely necessary in other 
hospitals. The agreement I previou s-
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1
,. mentione::l provides for the adop
: n of this minimum standard. 

tIO 

Regarding ~onia, it is not the inten
tion of the Bill to interfere in any 
respect with the Association which has 
done such great work. It has been re
urnrirnd that N onia employs none of 

. our local nurses; well this is due to 
the fact that they are not qualified for 
the positions. These nurses are gra
d:iate nurses who have specialised in 
t:peci:il subjects and it is indeed a fact 
that they do very good work, for the 
Public Health Department are seldom 
bothered with requests from the dis
tricts where they operate. In fact, 
it is quite unusual to receive any re
quests whatsoever from these dis
tricts. These nurses have usually 
graduated from one of the large hos
pitals and have taken a course-it 
usually takes about ten months-l in 
pu~'Jlic health. 

The idea would be to cull the good 
neat from the ranks of the nurses in 
this country and give them a post 
graduate course in the Old Country 
c~ acout ten months, at the same train
ing school that the Nonia nurses are 
trained in, then they would be able 
to come back here and take up their 
ciuties as fully qualified nurses. I may 
say that when we discussed the mat
ter with the N'onia people they were 
ouite agreeable and said they thought 
the arrangement would be a very 
satisfactory one. The proceeding in 
the Old Country is to make allowance 
for the expenses of the post graduate 
training which costs, I think, about 
F.50. 0. 0. The appointment of New
foundland girls as Nania nurses will 
not affect the present position ad
versely, but rather place it in a better 
position. 

Part 15 is the one at present on the 
Statutes and is in connection with the 
\York and duties of midwives. It pro-

vides for mid-wives for various sec
tions of the country and will only al
low those who had proper training 
in this class of work to take up these 
positions. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
What will happen to the people who 
D.re at present acting in this capacity . 

ROX. DR. ][0SDELL.-?\1r. Chair
Il'an, a proclamation will be issued 
and any person desirous of training 
who is at present employed as a mid
wife will be given the opportunity. 
The new proclamation will not come 
in force until those people at present 
employed have had sufficient time to 
to become expert at this work. 

Part 166 is in connection with the 
Tuberculosis service and there have 
been very few changes in this connec
tion. 

Part 18 deals with all kinds of nar
cotic drugs and poison and brings all 
the legislation in connection there
with into line with the legislation 
now in force both in the United States 
:-tnd in the Old Country. 

Part 21 tak,es the place of, !but is 
similar to, the pr·esent Act relating 
to iI).sane persons. This act was ori
ginally drafted on behalf of the Com
mission of the Public Health. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSlTIOX.
What is the present position of the 
two Boards or Commissions respect
ing the Insane Asylum. 

HO~. DR. )[OSDELL.-1\fr. Chair
man, these Commissions have nothing 
to do with the running of the Insti
tution, but look after the hearing of 
petitions from the patients and from 
their relatives. The Lunacy Commis
sion is supposed to meet monthly •and 
'\vill only receive their fees as Com
missioners in proportion to the num
ber of meetings they hold. 
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MR. EMERSOX.-Mr. Charman, I 
would like to point out that there are 
some patients in the Lunatic Asylum 
whose names are not known. That 
Lunacy Commision-I am not talking 
about that one composed of Mr. 
Hutchings, Mr. Fox and Mr. Gibbs, 
but the regular Lunacy Commission
is a joke. There are two or three 
people in there whose names are lost 
in antiquity. There is no method of 
registering them on entering or on 
their exit if they escape. Yes, as my 
honourable friend, :!.\1r. Winter, has 
just said, "Abandon hope all ye who 
enter here." There really should be 

. Bomething done about it. 

HOX. DR. CA.c1lPBELL.-Mr. Chair
man, I would like to point out that 
there is a series of questions filled out 
when a patient enters that institution: 
Their name, religion, age, their near
est relative, where that nearest rela
tive lives, his address, and no patient 
has been admitted during the last 
thirty years without that form being 
filled in and sworn to before a l\lagis
t rate, and I think that when all these 
facts are taken their names can hardly 
become forgotten. 

JIR. EMERSOX.-That part of it is 
a 11 right, 1but the point I make is that 
there is no record in the Asylum. 

HOX. DR. CAlIPBELL.-That is 
where these records go. 

JIR. E:~IERSOX.-Yes, but there is 
no book; what is the use of a lot of 
slips? 

ROX. DR. CA..lIPBE'.LL.-Don't you 
think that they an~ kept on file? 

lUR .. EMERSOX.-They are not. 

ROX. DR. CAMPBELL.-Then what 
are they made out for? 

lUR. EJIERSOX.-You, as a member 
of the Board, might enquire. 

HOX. DR. CAJIPBELL.-I am not a 
member of the Board of Health. 

MR. EXERSOX .-You are.. not.. a 
member of the Board of Health? ''1iy 
are you drawing fees for being a 
member? You are assistant to the 
Chairman of the Board of Health and 
Jou ought to know about these rec
ords. I tell you that there are men 
in that institution whose records are 
lost and whose names are unknown. 

HO~. DR .. CAJIPBELL.-V\re11, that 
:s the modus operandi with regard to 
a patient going in there, but if there 
is neglect on the part of the Superin
tendent or the staff we are not an
t:werable for that. I understand that 
the records go in there and they are 
sworn to previously before a Magis
trate. 

MR. EJIERSON.-I know that the 
records go in there, but it is then 
that the weakness comes to light; 
and such a condition should be inves
tigated. and that is where the Lunacy 
Commission should do its work. That 
;.s where their responsibility comes in 
and as far as they are concerned it is 
a joke. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX,
::.\'Ir. Chairman, I would like to ask 
the honorable doctor if any report has 
been hand.ed in from that Lunacy 
Commission in the last six months. "re 
have :been hearing lots of fairy tales 
from doctors, and I think that any
thing about these institutions should 
t;e told here and not in barber shops 
or beer shops around town. 

HOX. DR. llIOSDELL.-Mr. Chair
man, as far as I know, no report has 
been received. It ·would not come to 
the Board of Health, as it does not 
come under its jurisdiction. Recently 
we investigated the situation as re
gards Magistrates and others seeking 
ridmission for patients to this insti-



HOUSE OF ASSE:\IBLY PROCEEDIXGS 345 

tution. They used to be sent along 
to us when there would be no room 
and we would be saddled with the ex
pense of keeping them until they could 
be admitted. This cost a lot of 
money ,but with respect to things in
side the institution. we have no con
trol. 

JIR. EJIERSON-"'Who has? 

HOX. DR. JIOSDELL.-The old 
Lunacy Commission who were paid 
their salaries by the Department of 
Public 1Vorks. 

HON. LE.ADER OF OPPOSITION.
:\Ir. Chairman, it is very important to 
l•ave a good Board of Lunacy Com
missioners. It should be considered a 
very serious matter, and here we find 
thBt there is a Board of Lunacy Com
missioners who draw their salaries 
and do not even meet. 

HOX. DR. JIOSDELL.-Section 503 
Provides for the composition of that 
Board. 

(Reads) 

3IR. Pl"DDESTER.-"\Vhy is it so 
important to have a barrister on it? 

JIR. EJIERSO"X.-Because he is al
ways sane; there would be one mem
ber always sane. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime :Minister, the 
House resolved its.elf into a Com
mittee of the Whole to consider the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Facilitate the 

Operation of the Newfoundland Hotel." 

:Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

:\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
1•assed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill 1be read a third time on 
t.cmorrow. 

l\Ir. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

'l\Ir. Tobln gave notice of question. 

l\Ir. Byrne gave notice of question. 

1t was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
Monday afternoon, the 4th instant, at 
t.hree of the clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ir..gly. 

~IO:XDAY, Jlay tth, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime l\Iinister gq,ve 
notice that he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill relating to 
the l\Iarine Disaster Fund. 

l\Ir. Tobin gave notice of question. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

of the Whole on Supply reported cer
tain Resolutions which were read a 
first tin1e, as follows:-

Department of Finance .... $5,201,031.08 
Departnient of Colonial 
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Secretary (Civil Govt.) 124,412.50 
Department of Justice .... 387,857.75 

The said Resolution respecting the 
Justice Department being read a sec
ond time it was moved and seconded 
that the House concur with the Com
mittee therein and the said Resolution 
was agreed to. 

On the motion for second reading of 
the Resolution respecting the Finance 
Department it was moved by Mr. 
Alderdice and seconded by Mr. Emer
son as an amendment that the vote for 
the Finance Department as reported 
by the Chairman of the Committee on 
Supply be reduced by the following 
amounts: Membership Board of 
Works, $1,500.00; Solicitor General, 
$4,999.00 and the House of Assembly, 
$8,000.00-total $14,499.00. 

\'thereupon the House divided and 
there appeared in favor of the amend
ment: l\Ir. Alderdice, Mr. Puddester, 
Mr. Emerson, Mr. Winter, Mr. Quinton, 
:\Ir. Tobin, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Byrne, and 
against it :~Rt. Hon. the Prime Min
ister, Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Hon. the Minister of Finance, Hon. Dr. 
Campbell, the Minister of Agriculture 
and ::\lines, the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, :\Ir. Brown, Mi·. Earle, Mr. 
Fitzgibbon, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Winsor, 
Mr. Godden, Mr. Strong, Mr. Greene, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. :\1urphy, so it passed 
in the negative. 

\Vhereupon the original motion to 
concur with the Committee, the House 
divided and there appeared in its 
favor: Rt. Hon. the Prime :\1inister, 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hon. the 
.Jiinister of Finance, Hon. Dr. Camp
bell, the Minister of Agriculture and 
:\lines, the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, :\Ir. Brown, Mr. Earle, l\Ir. 
Fitzgibbon, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Winsor, 
:\Ir. Cadden, Mr. Strong, Mr. Greene, 
:\Ir. Smith, :Ur. Murphy, and against 
it :-::\Tr. Alderdice, :\1r. Puddester, ::\Ir. 

Emerson, Mr. 'Vinter,. Mr. Qu:nton, Mr. 
Tobin, ::\fr. Abbott, :Mr. Byrne, so it 
passed in the affirmative and waa 
ordered accordingly. 

. 
On the motion for second r eading 

of the Resolution respecting the Col
onial Secretary's Department it was 
moved by Mr. Alderdic-e and seconded 
by :\Ir. Tobin as an amendment that 
the sum of $687.50, the vote for the 
two Moving Picture Censors, be de
ducted from the vote of the Colonial 
Secretary's Department as r eported 
hy the Chairma.n of the Commit tee on 
Supply. 

Whereupon the House divided and 
there appeared in favor of the a~end
ment: Mr. Alderdice, Mr. Puddester, 
1\Ir. Emerson, Mr. "'\Vinter, Mr. Quinton, 
Mr. Tobin, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Byrne, and 
against it:-Rt. Hon. the Prime Min
ister, Hon. Dr. Campbell, Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary, Hon. the Minister 
of Finance, the Minister of Agriculture 
and Mines, the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, Mr. Brown, Mr. Earle, Mr. 
Fitzgibbon, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Winsor, 
Mr. Godden, ::.\'1r. Strong, Mr. Gr eene, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Murphy, so it passed 
in the negative. 

Whereupon on the original motion 
to concur with the Committee, the 
House divided and there appeared in 
its favor: Rt. Hon: the Prime Minis
ter, Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hon. 
the ::\Iinister of Finance, Hon. Dr. 
Campbell, the Minister of Agriculture 
and Mines, the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, Mr. Brown, l\Ir. Earle, Mr . 
Fitzgibbon, ~fr. Scammell, ::\fr. Winsor , 
Mr. Godden, Mr. Strong, Mr. Greene, 
-:\fr. Smith, Mr. Murphy, and against 
it:-:\fr. Alderdice, Mr. Puddest€r, l\'Ir. 
Emerson, 1\Ir. Winter, :\1r. Quinton, :Mr . 
Tobin, :\-fr. Abbott, Mr. Byrne, so it 
passed in the affirmative and was or
dered accordingly. 
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pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt Hon. the Prime :Minister the Bill 
entitled "-An Act to Facilitate the Op-

. eration of the Newfoundland Hotel ' 
was read a third time, and pa:::;sed, 
and it 'vas ordered that the said Bill 
be engrossed, being entitled as above, 
and that it be sent to the Legislative 

- council with a Message requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro
visions. 

Pursuant to order and en motion of 
Hon. the l\Iinister of Finance and Cus
toms the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on Supply. 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HON. THE PRL1IE llINISTE:~ 
-.:\Ir. Chairman, with regard to the 
educational votes I should like to point 
out that they are the same as la::>t 
year with the exception of the teach
ers augmentation which has been in
creased by $12,000. This sum will be 
divided per capita amongst the various 
religious denominations. 

HO~. LEADER OF OPPOSITI0~-
1\Ir. Chairman, by a reductfon of ten 
per cent off the salary of Teachers 
what does it save the Government? 

RT. HON. THE PRIJIE JIIXISTER 
-::.\Ir. Chairman, it is difficult to know 
what the salaries are without refer
ring to a mass of statistics, but I can 
let the Hon. gentleman know tomor
row. 

JIR. E)JERSOX-Mr. Chairman, was 
it not only last year that the Carnegie 
Institution grant was increased from 
$15,000 to $25,000 and our Government 
Grant increased from $10,000 to $15,-
000, making a total of $40,000 for the 
:\Iemorial College and ~ ormal School; 
and is it not a fact that men like Dr. 

Paton and Dr. Hunter are not on the 
Pension list or the Augmentation list? 

RT. HON. THE PRIJIE MINISTER 
-Yes. 

MR. EllERSOX-Mr. Chairman, do 
you think it is fair that these men 
.:-h,.,.,,,,q he subjected to a cut in their 
salaries? 

RT. HOX. THE PRDIE IDNISTEU 
-:\fr. Chairman, I am not quite sure; 
but in the case where people have 
come from England on a two, three 
or five year contract they cannot be 
subject to a reduction. However, that 
is a matter to be worked out by the 
Bureau. 

JIR. EJIERSON-:\ir. Chairman, I 
merely mention this so that the Prime 
"\Iinister can get the necessary in
formation for us on that point. I have 
heard rumours that we would likely 
be endangering the Carnegie fund by 
a reduction in the vote and I hope the 
Prime Minister will be able to furnish 
the necessary data when the matter 
comes up again. 

:.UR. PCDDESTER-Mr. Chairman. 
we were told by the Minister of :Marine 
and Fisheries a few days ago that Mr. 
Badcock was paid $600 extra because 
he was the Secretary of the Fishery 
Board. Now I understand he is voted 
$500 every year here for this work, 
so that he must have got that $600 
in addition to the $500. Would the 
Minister explain? 

" ilIINISTER OF JIARIXE A~D FISH-, 
ERIES-Mr. Chairman, under Minute 
of Council August 10th, 1926, I was 
authorized to pay that $600 far statis
tical work done by Mr. Badcock. He 
has been paid that every year up to 
this year, but now it is dropped. The 
same condition applied to the pay
ments to Messrs. Bambrick, Parsons 
and Carter. 
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Jlr . EJIER SOX-\\"ould they appear 
in the Auditor General's Report? 

MINISTER OF JIARl:SE AND FI SH· 
ERIES-Xo, I don't think. 

JIR. EJIERS0N-:\1r. Chairman, my 
recollection is that they ao. On page 
6 under 33b Mr. George C. Badcock 
was paid $600, l\Ir. Bambrick $400, lVIr. 
Parsons $400 and Mr. Carter $300 and 
the Auditor General. commenting upon 
these payments, has this to say: 

(Reads) 

JI R. Pl"l>DESTER-Mr. Chairman 
the Auditor General also suggests in 
his report that definite arrangements 
be made by the Minister with regard 
to this payment of $600 to Mr. Bad
cock. Have any definite arrangements 
been made? 

JIL~ISTER OF :llARINE A:..~D FISH
ERIES-No. 

JIR. E3IERSOX-:.\Ir. Chairman, 
\':hat contingencies was he paid out 
of, General or the contingencies -Of 
your own Department? 

JIINISTER OF lIARL~E A...~D FISH
ERIES-The contingencies of the De
partment. It is now dropped. 

JIR. Pl'DDESTER-l\'Ir. Chairman, I 
don·t object to busy :\iinisters leaving 
the House. I know they are often very 
busy, but I cannot understand the or
dinary members leaving the House in 
such large numbers that the business 
of the House is hampered. 

The :\'Iinute of Council is dated 
April 4th, 1931 and is addressed to the 
Minister of :\Iarine and Fisheries. 

(Reads) 

This authorized you to pay these 
men in 1928, 1929 and 1930, and I 
maintain you were perfectly correct 
in refusing to pay them. they gave no 
services an.d I notice that if the :\Hn-

ister of :\Iarine and Fisheries will loot 
farther back he \Vill notice that the 

"d . t y \Yere pa1 as mspec ors under grants 
from the districts. 

JilXISTER OF :JIARIXE AND FISH
ERIES-I take it that you a r e satisfied 
that this will be cut out in future. 

JIR. EJIERSON-Mr. Ch airman, Yes 
unless some other matters a r e brought 
to light. What I object to is the way 
civil servants receive extra fees. Why 
should civil servants be paid from the 
Colonial Secretary and then again 
from another department, civil ser
vants are paid salaries and these 
ought to be sufficient. 

I mean, ~'Ir. Chairman, that a man 
is paid a salary from the Public \\rorks 
Department and receives fees from 
the contingencies of the Colonial Sec
retary's or some other department. 

JIR. Pl''DDESTER-~Ir. Chairman, I 
must say I am very much obliged to 
the Minister of Marine and Fish eries 
for placing the new light on the wharf 
at Bay de Verde. I did not even have 
to make a request for it, but the ::.\Hn
ister himself went to the District and 
when he saw the necessity of it had 
the light installed, and I can assure 
him that the people of the District ap
preciated it very much, and will fur
ther appreciate it when he puts the 
light on Blackhead wharf. 

MR. TOBI~-l\1r. Chairman, with 
respect to the two lights installed at 
Torbay, I would like to point out to 
the :Winister that in their present 
position they are not of any advan
tage to the fishermen. One of them 
is at Gosse's wharf and it would be 
much more advantageous if it wa s 
transferred from that wharf to what's 
known as the "Doctor's vVharf" at 
which point practically all the fisher
men from the north side land, and I 
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feel sure that when the l\Iinister 
realizes the importance of this he will 
have it attended to. 

JIISISTER OF JIARINE A:SD FISH
ERIES-I will have this matter at
tended to. 

:\Ir. Chairman, before we pass over 
these estimates, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the mem
bers of the Opposition for their kind 
references to me, particularly in the 
case of the Viking Disaster. I think 
that special reference should be made 
to the men who took such a great part 
in that disaster, I mean, Dr. Patterson, 
who played an outstanding part, Dr. 
l\Ioores, Dr. Blackler, Dr. Fawcett of 
the Imogene and Dr. Martin, the of
ficers and crew of the various ships, 
Sagona, Prospero, Imogene, Beothic, 
Eagle Ungava and Foundation Frank
lin. I would like also to ref er to Otis 
Bartlett, the operator at Horse Islands 
who worked incessantly to keep us in 
touch with the latest developments, the 
operators of the Postal Telegraphs De
partment, the operator at Fogo, and 
the operators on the different ships 
and the staff of the Department of 
which I have the honour to be the 
head. I would like to make special 
mention of Wm. G. Johnson who play
ed such a manly and heroic part in 
standing by his companions until they 
were rescued and I feel sure that he 
will receive the consideration which 
he deserves. I would thank also Rev. 
S. Pickering and the officials of the 
radio staion 8 W.M.C. at Wesley 
Church for their courtesies and co
operation. I would like to thank the 
Prime Minister and the Government 
for their untiring efforts days and 
night and the Prime Minister for giv
ing me a free hand in this arduous 
task. 

I would like to tell the House that 
without the assistance of the Govern-

ment and Sir. R~ A. Squires, the Prime 
Minister, the efforts at rescuing these 
shipwrecked men would not have been 
brought to such a successful conclu
sion. Sir Richar'd Squires was always 
ready, it did not matter at what hour 
of the day or night I phoned him, he 
was always ready to give me every 
consideration. 

We have been faced with a great 
many disasters since I assumed office, 
first of all we had the Earthquake Dis
aster on the South \Vest Coast which 
caused such a havoc and left so many 
people utterly unprovided for. I may 
say in connection with that Disaster 
that I hope in a week or so that we 
shall be able to contribute a part of 
what is left from that fund to the 
Permanent ·l\Iarine Disaster Fund. 
There was also the ten ships that 
drifted off this port with I am glad 
to say the loss of only one life. There 
was the hail storm disaster at Lums
den in which three fishermen lost their 
lives. 

Mr. Churchill of the Board of Works 
was sent down there and he handled 
the situation very well. Let us hope 
that we will have no more disasters, 
particularly no more like that of the 
Viking where 25 N"ewfoundlanders and 
two American citizens lost their lives. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:S
:\Ir. Chairman, I am sure every mem
ber of the House concurs with the re
marks of the l\'linister of l\Iarine and 
Fisheries in giving our hearty th~nk~ 
to any of those who helped in any way 
to alleviate the sufferings of the vic
tims of the 'disaster. It seems to me 
at this tin1e it might be proper to draw 
attention to the report of the Com
mittee on the stranding of the Caribou. 
It is most concise and exceptionally 
well written and I am sure that very · 
member has already read it. It mi5ht 
not be out of place for me to read an 
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• 
extract from it with reference to light-
bouses. 

(Reads) 

It seems to me, :\Ir. Chairman, that 
the warning given in that report ought 
to be taken seriously. It might have 
been a very serious accident indeed as 
far as the Caribou was concerned. 

HO:X. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
:.\Ir. Chairman, as this vote covers 
agriculture. and in which provision is 
made for the salaries of the now 
famous five Commissioners, I would 
like to know if it is the intention of 
the Government to continue this so
called Agricutural Commission? We 
were told the other day in the House 
by the Finance :Minister that this 
Comm~ssion would be abolished. The 
Report of the Board of Agriculture 
tells us inferentially that they did not 
do very much and that their services 
could be dispensed \Vith. In looking 
through that report I notice that the 
net result of their activities was that 
they endeavored to keep the blight off 
notatoes and the flies off the turnips. 
X ow seeing that their efforts did not 
materialise in that direction, and in 
the light of the fact that they did 
nothing else to justify the $2700 a year 
c1.ch they received as salaries, I move 
that this vote of $13,500 be stricken 
out, leaving a balance of $1,250 for the 
encouragement of Agriculture. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-:\Ir. Chairman, 
!ast year the Minister had a vote of 
$20.000 for the encouragement of 
agriculture and you spent $40,000. Now 
you cut the vote down to $15,000. How 
do you expect to pay your five Com
missioners $13.500 and do any en
couragement for agriculture on $1250 
that is left out of the $15,000? 

JII:NI STER OF AGRIClTLTURE & 
)JI:NES.-By overdraft on the Depart
ment. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-I think that is 
an absurd position to take. 

HO:X. JII~ISTER FLYA--'-~CE AND 
CL'"STOMS.-We hope to do away With 
this Commission. 

ltIR. PUDDESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
n::> .v even the Finance Minister and 
the Minister of Agriculture will ad
mit that is absurd; but if they will 
cut out that vote for Commissioners, 
who perform no work, that vote will 
pass without further comment. 

JIR. EJIERSO:X.-Mr. Chairman, I 
have spoken so frequently and so con
demnatory of this vote that I feel 
rather diffident in saying a nything 
more about it. Here you are asking 
for a vote of $15,000 for the encourage
ment of agriculture and you are pay
ing five Commissioners $1.3,500 out of 
!hat money. \\'by, the position is a 
most ri "iculous one. These are Com
mission2rs who are members of this 
House and who have nothing to do 
for their salaries as Agricultural 
Commissioners. Another aspect to 
which I would like to draw the atten
tion of the Finance Minister is that 
you have o·n the Order Paper resolu
tions for the reductions of salaries of 
civil servants, and these five Commis
i:,ioners are not mentioned in that be
cause provision is made that they do 
not come under that. They are ex
empted from the cut because their in
dividual salaries are not voted. They 
are paid whatever the Governor in 
Council says they shall be paid. $2700 
today and maylb~ $3700 tomorrow. 

Xow, if the vote for the encourage
ment of agriculture is to be subject 
to the ten per cent cut you will have 
nothing left out of the $15,000 vote, 
because the Comissioners get $13,500 
uf it. What are you going to do about 
that? There has not been a time 
since this House has met when matters 
of policy or finance has been dealt 
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with that this question of paying 
money to these Agricultural Commis
&ioner s has not come up. The mere 
mention ~f it is anathema to every 
man in the country, and there has not 
yet been a single Minister of the 
Crown to get up in this House to de
fend their action. 

As a matter of finance, large sums 
of money are being paid these Agri
cultural Commissioners, and though 
the matter has been argued at length 
none of the Ministers of the Crown 
have attempted to defend the appoint
ment. and I challenge the Government 
to defend this Commission and state 
what they are doing, or have done, to 
E'arn these payments. I challenge the 
:\Iinister of Agriculture and Mines to 
defend them, and now when the Fin
ance Minister states that we are on 
the verge of ba~kruntcy and brings 
in this cut in the civil servants' sal
aries, we are voting this Commission 
this sum without having explained to 
us what they are doing to justify their 
r·ositions. 

MR. TI''IXTER.-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to say a few words on this 
ma tter to which I have previously re
ferred. I understand the present 
Government was elected largely on 
Their promise to encourage Agricul
ture in that section of the country 
known as the "garden of Newfound
land." As I see it, this is rather en
couragement of laziness. Regarding 
this Garden of Newfoundland to which 
I have referred, I may say I have the 
honor to represent a section of it. 

I ask that one of the members 0f 
this Commission get up and tell the 
House what they have done to justify 
themselves. A few evenings ago one 
of the members of the Board of 
·w orks (the member of the West End, 
to be exact) explained what had boon 
rlnn~: now I would like to hear one 
of the Agriculture Commissioners do 

this. It is really a scandal; it's dis
graceful the things that are going on . 

ltIR. PL"'DDESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
I would just like the :Minister of Agri
culture and Mines to get up and tell 
the House \Vhat this Commission is 
doing that we should vote $15,000.00 
for its salaries. I can't see what was 
done last year for the encouragement 
of Agriculture. We've talked about 
pu1blic accounts; now let the Minister 
tell the House why we should vote 
$15,000.00, only sufficient to cover 
salaries. We'll only have to vote an
other $15,000.00 if we don't. How is 
he going to get out of the hole? 
$15.000.00 to pay the salaries of five 
men, one of whom has volunteered to 
give up the job on July first. We need 
four other volunteers. 

MIXISTER OF AGRICCTiTI:"RE & 
lIIXES.-Mr. Chairman, I would like 
to say a few words replying to the 
criticism of the Opposition. I would 
have spoken before only I did not 
think it would be of any avail, as they 
are neither sincere nor consistent. 
The other evening I heard them criti
cise Mr. Needlands. I am satisfied 
that Mr. ~eedlands is as hardworking 
and as energetic a man as it is pos
sible to find. Mr. ~eedlands could 
quite easily do the 175 a day the Op
'[JOSition refuse to credit him with. He 
could drive 30 miles an hour when 
on construction, and Mr. Needland's 
working day is certainly of more than 
seven or eight hours duration. He 
will work 12 or 15 hours. I admit 
that he will have stops of some dura
tion on a major span bridge. An 
hour's stop may be necessary as it is 
often necessary to supervise the loca
tfon of the pier and other matters on 
minor span bridges; however 1h an 
hour would be sufficient. As to meals. 
well any working man knows th"lt 
meals can be carried with you and 
eaten in the car while driving. 
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I have heard ::.\Ir. Keedlands charged 
with the failure of the Grand Bank 
pier. This is not so; I have been on 
the pier more, probably, than any 
other member of this House, and I 
say that l\Ir. Xeedlands is not respon
sible for this disgraceful job. It was 
caused on account of the flow and ebb 
of the tide, or what we call the under
tow, which pulled the piers away. 
Railway irons were used, and snapped 
immediately, and it is owing to the 
magnificent jab done on the concrete 
part that the whole did not break up. 

3I R. PlTDDESTER.-:Mr. Chairman, 
1 he :Minister of Agriculture has not 
5atisfied us as to the Agriculture 
Commissioners. 

~IR. EJIERSOX.-:\Ir. Chairman, the 
l•onorable gentleman should be con
gratulated on not perjuring himself 
hy trying to do so. 

I notice that the business manager 
is getting an increase of $300.00 a 
year. Why is that? 

JIIXISTER OF PI;BLIC 'YORS.
:.\Ir. Chairman. his duties and respon
sibilities have been extended consid
erably and his )ob is now one of much 
more importance. 

~IR. EJIER.SOX.-Does he stay in 
the office any longer than he previous
ly did? 

JIIXISTER OF Pl7BLIC WORKS.
Mr. Chairman, his duties include the 
checking of all bills and the checking 
of all requisitions issued by store
keepers at the various institutions, and 
!f he considers the items requisitioned 
for should not be granted, the re
quisition is concelled. He also has to 
check the prices that have been listed 
by the various city stores for sup
plies and see that none of the bills 
,.,.·hich these suppliers send in exceed 

the price marked that are specifl 
\Vhen the original prices are given. 

Very often he finds these prices 
wrong and for months at a t ime I 
have had bills lying on my desk, With 
cheques attached to them, but the peo
ple refused to take them, in the hope 
o ~ getting more money, but eventually 
they do take them. l\Ir. Eaton , the 
business manager, is a very efficient 
man and 'his increase is more than 
earned by the able manner in which 
he handles the positipn, and I cannot 
see any reason for the members of the 
Opposition to be quibbling over such 
a small increase which 
justified. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-1\Ir. Chairman, 
the next item I see here is a super
vising druggist. Can the ~Iinister 

justify the creating of this job? 

JII~~9TER OF PUBLIC 'YORKS.
Mr. Ch'lirman. the object of this aP
pointment was to have some efficient 
person checking the purchasing of the 
drugs for the various institut~ons, and 
it was found that an ordinary layman 
such as ::\Ir. Eaton, who was not fami
liar with the drug business, could not 
handle the job, and I feel that the 
amount voted will be more than 
by the appointment. 

~IR. E~IERSOX.-l\lr. Chairman, 
two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) seems 
to me to be a lot of money for this 
position. Does he do anything else or 
has he any outside business interests, 
as I should not think it would take 
him more than an hour per day t o 
supervise the purchasing of the drugs? 

~IIXISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.-
1\Ir. Chairman, he has no outside 
business interest, and very often he as
sists :\Ir. Eaton in his work. 

You will see that at the present time 
the fire insurance premiums are cost-
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ing the Government $16,600 per an
num and the total amount of the pub
lic buildings insured in St. John's and 
other parts of the Island amounts to 
cue million seven hundred and sixteen 
thousand dollars. I have checked up 
the insurance paid and find that in 
seventeen years the Government has 
paid the sum of two hundred and two 
thousand dollars in premiums and has 
received only thirty-five thousand six 
hundred dollars in fire claims, which 
in my opinion is bad business, and we 
tave decided to cut our insurance in 
half. 

JIR. EJIERSO:X.-l\Ir. Chairman, 
this seems to me a great mistake and 
I do not think that the insurance pre
miums should be reduced unless there 
was a system of writing off introduc2d 
l\Y the Government. In the great fire 
of '92 a great number of the citizens 
cf St. John's made the same mistake 
as the Government is making today. 
They had been paying insurance pre
miums and not having any fires had 
decided it was a waste of money and 
either reduced their insurance con
~iderably or cut it out entirely, with 
the result that when the fire of '92 
swept St. John's a great number of 
the people went bankrupt. 

JII:XISTER OF PUBLIC lYORKS.
Is the honorable member for Placen
tia East an insurance agent? 

~IR. EJIERSON.-Yes. 

JII:XISTER OF PlIBLIC 1YOR.KS.
I thought so. 

JIR. EJIERSON.-If the l\Iinister be
comes too flippant, I shall have to ask 
the ~Jinister of Marine and Fisheries 
to speak to him. 

l\IDISTER OF PUBLIC 1YORKS.
l\1r. Chairman, the innovation of iron 
::takers into public buildings where 
the}~ could suitably be placed, has been 
the means of reducing the cost of 

fuel about 50%; but certain buildings, 
such as the General Hos9ital and the 
Asylum are not suitable for these iron 
~takers, and consequently the cost of 
heating these institutions still remains 
the same. An example of the insti
tutions where they are not installed 
are the General Hospital and the In
sane Asylum, but in other buildings 
where we previously used hard coal 
at a cost of about $30.00 per ton, we 
are now able to substitute slack coal 
Ctnd use it ton for ton with hard coal. 
'This slack coal only costs us about 
$9.90 per ton. 

JIR. IDIERSO:X-~Ir. Chairman, can 
the ~linister give us figures in this 
connection for some particular public 
building? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.-
1\Ir. Chairman in 1929 the Departmental 
Building cost the Government $650.00 
for heating, but since the· installation 
of an iron fireman in that building the 
cost has been cut in two, and this ex
periment has encouraged us to try 
them out in various other public 
buildings. 

MR. JIOORE.-:\'Ir. Chairman, while 
en this vote for public buildings, I 
would like to call the attention of the 
:\linister to the small salary of $225 
a year paid the Keeper at Carbonear. 
The keeper at Harbor Grace receives 
$890; Bay Roberts $600; Grand Falls 
$~00, and Corner Brook $900. Xow 
\Yhen I asked for the appointment of 
this man I also asked the Minister 
fo-r a small increase, and he promised 
to give it because this keeper at Car
bonear has more work to do than the 
keeper at Harbor Grace or Bay Rob
erts. 

The same applies to other public 
officials at Carbonear who have more 
y;ork to do than those in similar cap
acities at Bay Roberts. but who re
ceive less salaries. Xow this keeper 
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at Carbonear is on the job all the 
time from daylight till dark, Sundays 
and Mondays, for this miserable pit- . 
tance of $225 a year and out of which 
he has to board himself. He wanted 
to leave several times, but at my re
quest he held on there. Now I think 
that the Minister would be doing only 
justice to this young man by making 
his salary $450, as this would only 
give him a living wage. 

~IIXISTER OF Pf'BLIC "\YORKS.-
! agree that his salary is small, but 
there are so many other similar cases 
that it is almost impossible to in
crease salaries these times. 

JIR. )IOORE.-Mr. Chairman, if 
~Le re are similar cases, they are not 
s"'lted in the list, or anything near as 
small as the one I have referred to. 

llR. PUDDESTER..-Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to know from the Min
i~ter of Public Works if any consid
t::ration has been given yet to the peti
tion from the Wardens of the Peni
t~ntiary asking for an increase of pay? 

IDNISTER OF PCBLIC WORKS.
Mr. Chairman, the petition was con
sidered, but it was decided not to 
g5ve any increase this year. 

][R. PUDDESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
On looking over the Report of the 
Penitentiary, I was forcibly struck 
with the saving effected by Mr. 
Thompson during the past three years 
since he took charge of that institution. 
According to the expenditure on main
tenance account he has saved $12,1.52, 
or an average of $4.050 ner vear. That 
report speaks volumes for the ability 
nnd carefulness of Superintendent 
Thompson in managing that institu
tion. Whilst I admit it is a poor time 
to rRise salaries, yet one can pay 
tribute to a man in an institution who 
has made himself so interested in 

charge of the work there as to save 
over $12,000 for the country. I, there
fore, take this opportunity to pay that 
tribute to Mr. Thompson. 

lll~ISTEH OF PUBLIC WORKS.
... Mr. Chairman, I have much pleasure 
in supporting Mr. Puddester in the 
tribute he has just paid, and I can only 
add that I cannot speak too highly of 

Mr. Thompson's work. While fair and 
just in hls dealings with the inmates • 
it would be impossible to find a more 
economical manager than l\fr. Thomp
son, and in this respect he sets an 
example to the manager of every 
other public institution. 

The prisoners have been treated as 
well as they have been during any 
previous regime, and the saving that 
Mr. Thompson has effected is due en
tirely to his thriftiness and economy. 
I think the tribute well deserved, t hat 
Mr. Puddester has paid to Mr. Thomp
son, and have pleasure in suppor ting 
it. 

HO~. JllNISTER FL~A._~CE A..~D 

Cl"STOJIS.-Mr. Chairman, I would 
hate to allow this opportunity to pass 
without saying a word or two. I did 
uot intend to ·say anything, but the 
honorable member for Placentia East. 
Mr. Emerson, gave me my cue, when 
he said he did not intend to cast any 
reflection on these men. He does not· 
cast any reflection, but I regret to say , 
some of the newspapers associated 
with the Opposition certainly did cast 
some reflection. and I am referring to 
the torrent of abuse that came from 
the Daily News and Telegram, without 
any .iustification. and when they wound 
up they hadn't anything to say. I 
-v.rill tell the story. 

It started in the Daily News, of 
\rhich Mr. Currie is editor, against my 
brother. I may not have any blu e 
blood in my veins, but I certainly have 
got plenty of red blood, and I am not 
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\!oing to let this opportunity pass 
~·/ithout slinging this back in Mr. 
Currie's face. I have the right of free 
~peech in this community and I am ·go
ing to exercise it here in this House. 
and I am going to tell l\Ir. Currie 
y;ho is so pure and upright in this 
community, that there was a time a 
couple of years ago when his paper 
didn 't attack people for robbing the 
S'1Yings Bank. He hides away out of 
sight and instead drives away at a 
young man trying to make good in his 
rrofession. 

He didn't tell us anything about the 
money that was robbed from the Sav
mgs Bank a few years ago; and this 
institution, the Insane Asylum, was 
robbed right and left; money was 
stolen and half the goods that were 
sent in there never saw the inside of 
the place; but if anybody else com
mits a small offence he is jumped on. 
"People in glass houses shouldn't 
throw stones. It only goes to show 
that none of us can afford to talk ill 
about the other fellow. Mr. Currie 
is a travesty on this country; the 
most hypocritical imitation of a man 
that God ever put breath into. Money 
and everything else that was stolen 
from that institution, Mr. Currie never 
said anything about. and there were 
more officials went into that institu
tion, and th.ere was more money and 
more goods stolen from it than the 
public ever heard about. It was 
cloaked up. If he cloaks up instances 
where people steal public money, he 
is just as much to blame as they are. 

HO:X. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
Mr. Chairman, I was reading in the 
Prime Minister's paper the other day 
that I had manipulated the tariff so 
as to benefit manufactures with which 
I am connected. Well, Sir. that is 
entirely untrue. These duties were 
put on by the Tariff Commission of 
tre Squires Government and I had 

... 

nothing to do with it. This paper is 
the mouthpiece of the Prime l\linis
t " r. and I t~ke it he endor5es the sen
timents expressed. Then I was com
~a1 eJ to a '·Iou;:;e, '' that is the exact 
word that was used. I would tell the 
honourable members of this House, be
lieve it or not, I never saw a "louse'' 
::i my life. I mean that I nave nev~r 
Eeen an inside "louse." I have seen 
them parading under the name of 
"me.n." The inference he drew was 
that a "lou::;e0 sucks blood, and tha.t 
I was sucking the blood of the people 
I remember when I was a boy readinr 
stori~s about pee ple drawing blood . 
and mixing it, and then they were 
friends for life. This gentleman wh0 
~.rote so eloquently about "lice'' must 
know all about them. He may have 
drawn blood from a "louse" and be
come friends for life. However, I 
never mind these things; I think that 
It only tends to make friends for the 
JT1en talked about, but I don't think 
that men should be compared to 'lice.,, 

ROX. JIIXISTER FIXA:XCE AXD 
flTSTOJIS.-Mr. Chairman I like to 
see people take their medicine when 
they are hit back at. I never referred 
to Mr. Currie as a "louse." I don't 
think that he is as good as one; you 
have only to look at the face of the 
individual to see what he is. 

:\'Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee • 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
certain Resolutions and asked leave 
to sit again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. It was moved and sec
oPc'l_ed that when the House rises it 
adjourn until tomorrow afternoon at 
three of the clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly . 
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TrESDAY, :uay ~th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE JIINISTER 
-::\Ir. Speaker, as President of the 
Bureau of Education I beg to lay upon 
the table of the House the Report of 
the Superintendent of Education in 
Xewfoundland from the Superintend
ent of Church of England Schools for 
the year ending June 30th, 1930. 

JIR. QrINTON-:!.\Ir. Speaker, I ask 
leave to present a petition from th~ 
residents of Jamestown, Bonavist:l 
South, asking that the sum of two 
hundred dollars be allocated for the 
purpose of repairing a coastal w11arf 
in that settlement. I present this peti
tion through the courtesy of the P~:e
siden t of the Fishermen's Protective 
Union, :!.\Ir. Scammell, and I ask that 
it be referred to the Department cf 
~Iarine and Fisheries for early cou
sideration. 

following recommendation in 
thereto: 

1. That Sections 2 to 8 of the Bill 
as printed be adopted without amend
ment. 

2. That Section 9 be amended by 
omitting the words "or parcel of land" 
after the word "building" in the new 
Section 220 substituted by that Sec
tion. 

3. That Sections 10 and 
adopted without _amendment. 

4. That Section 14 be amended by 
omitting the words "and it shall re
duce the rate of tax accordingly" at 
the end of the said Section. 

5. That Sections 16 and 17 be 
adopted without amendment. 

6. That Section 18 be amended by 
substituting the words "seven per 
centum per annum" for "eight per 
centum per annum." 

7. That Section 19 be ad.D~th-
:JIR. SCAilIJIELL-Mr. Speaker, r out amendment. 

take pleasure in supporting the peti
tion made by the Hon. member for 
Bonavista South. I trust that if there 
is a special allocation made for such 
purposes the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries will immediately see .f.0 

the reconditioning of the wharf at 
• Jamestown. 

Hon. the ::.\Iinister of Finance and 
Customs presented the Report of the 
Select Committee on the :\Iunicipal 
Bill, as follows: 

TO TJIE HONOrRABI~E THE HOrSE 
OF ASSE~IBLY: 

Your Select Committee on the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Amend the St. 
J ohu 's l\lunicipal Act, 1921, respect
fully beg leave to report that they 
have considered the Bill and make the 

8. That Section 20 be amended by 
striking out the words "for Sections 
246 and 24 7" in the second line there
of and substituting the word "there
for," and by the addition of a third 
Section numbered 248 and reading as 
follows: 

248 (a) City Tax assessed and i::11pos
ea upon any property which prior 
to the enactreent of the Principal 
Act was not within the limits of 
the City, or which was situated 
South of Signal Hill Road in the 
district called "the Battery'' and 
which for any part of the period 
intervening between the date of 
such enactment and the ~ate of 
enactment of this A~t :was not 
within three hundred yards of a 
City water main shall be deemed 
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to have been assessed and impos
ed for such period or portion 
thereof at the rate of one dollar 
per centum per annum of the ap
parised rental value of such 
property, and actual assessments 
and impositions to the contrary 
notwithstanding 

(b) The excess of any assess
ments actually made over the as
sess men ts deemed to be made by 
the foregoing sub-section shall be 
stricken from the books of the 
Council, an'd any amounts paid to 
the Council by the owners of such 
property in excess of what would 
be due on the assessments so 
deemed to be made shall be cre
dited to them on the books of the 
Council against future taxes. 
(c) This Section snall not apply 
to property owned and/or occupi
ed by any manufacturing company 
for the purposes of its business. 

9. That Section 21 be amende'd by 
omitting sub-section (b) therefor and 
renumbering the remaining sub-sec
tions (b) and ( c). 

10. That Section 22 be ameneed by 
the insertion of the words "except by 
sale for taxes at the suit of the City" 
after the word "however" in the eighth 
line of sub-section (a) therefor. 

11. By the omission of Sections 24, 
25 and 26 from the Bill as printed. 

12. That Section 27 be renumbered 
24 and adopted without other amend
ment. 

13. That Section 28 be renu~bered 
2.5 and amended by the omission of the 
1':ords "or any Councillor" in the third 
line thereof. 

14. That Sections 29 and 30 be re
renumb£red 26 and 27 and adopted 
without further amendment. 

15. That Section 31 be omitted. 

16. That Section 32 be renumbered 
28 an'd amended by the insertion of 
the words "in his possession or con
trol'' after the words "insurance 
policies" in the fifth line thereof. 

17. That Section 33 be renumbered 
29 and adopted without other amend
ment. 

18. That Section 34 be renumbered 
30 and amended to read: 30. Subject 
to existing rights, the Council shall 
have the exclusive right of granting 
and extending franchises in respect of 
transportation, light, heat, power, 
water, gas, sewerage, telephone, tele
graph and aeronautical developments 
and enterprises within the limits of 
the City and all kindred and cognate 
public utilities therein; provided that 
all such grants and extensions and 
the terms thereof shall be subject to 
the approval of the Governor in Coun
cil. 

19. That Section 35 be renumbered 
31 and adopted without other amend
ment. 

All of which is respectfully sub
mitted. 

Dated at St. John's the 5th day of 
l\Iay, 1931. 

(Sgd.) P. J. CASHIN, 

ALEX. CA:\IPBELL, 

JOSEPH FITZGIBBO>I, 

F. C. ALDERDICE, 

J. A. WINTER, 

G. G. BYRXE. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
it be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House on tomorrow. 

l\Ir. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 
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l\Ir. Tobin gave notice of question. Disaster fund be transferred to the 
Mr. Emerson gaYe notice of ques- .:\Iarine Disasters Fund. 

ti on. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed, and on motion of Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, the Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend Char,ter 76 of the Con
solidate'd Statutes (Third Series) en
titled 'Of the Permanent :'..\Iarine Dis
asters Fund,' " was introduced and 
read a first time, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a second 
time presently. 

"'\Vhereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
:\Jinister, the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Amend Chapter 76 of the Consoli'dated 
Statutes (Third Series) entitled 'Of 
the Permanent Marine Disasters 
Fund,' " was read a second time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
referred to a Committee of the \Vhole 
House present!}:. 

"\Vhereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
i\.Iinister, the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the 'Whole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act to Amen'd 
Chapter 76 of the Consolidated Statutes 
(Third Series) entitled 'Of the Per
manent l\iarine Disasters Fund.' " 

:\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HO:X. THE PRDlE J!Th'ISTER 
-:\Ir. Chairman, if this Bill has the 
unanimous consent of the House I 
would ask that it be read a second 
time. 

In paragraph one the words "fisher
man and seaman" are struck out and 
the words "seaman, fisherman, sealer 
or any other person engaged in a sea
fearing occupation" substituted. 

Paragraph two states that the un
expended surplus of the South Coast 

Xext that all moneys received by 
me or the Managers of Newspapers or 
by others; this, for example, would 
include ::\'Iagistrate Fitzgerald. for re
lief of sufferers of the Viking Disaster 
t ') transferrable to the ::\'Iarine Dis
asters Fund. 

HO~. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:X
l\Ir. Chairman, I would like the P rime 
. Tinister to show the total amount of 
the subscriptions to this fund. I un
derstand there should be a balance 
between what was spent and what was 
donated. 

RT. HO:X. THE PRI~IE JIIXISTER 
-:\Ir. Chairman, that question should 
be answered by the Minister of :.\Iarine 
and Fisheries, as up to the present the 
Commit ... ee have not presented any re
port. Personally, I reooived about 
$2,000.00 and on my own responsibil ity 
I transferred this amount to the 
Marine Disasters Fund. 

JIR. PlJ'"DDESTER~:\1r. Chairman, 
regarding section 2. Do I understand 
that it is intended to transfer anything 
left over belonging to the South Coa.:;t 
Fund to the Marine Disasters Fund. I 
do not think this is proper. I think 
the money collected for this purpose 
should be used for · this purpose only. 
I think the burden of money necessary 
to better the prevalent conditions 
should be borne by the Government. 
At the beginning of the session the 
Prime Minister made certain state
ments and both statements were pub
lished in the neWispapers and this had 
a bad effect on the public. At any rate 
the amount collected does not nearly 
approach the amount of $50.000.00 
which we require. I understand that 
some of this fun'd was used for re
lieving the berri-berri epidemic on the 
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west Coast and I don't think this is 

right. 

RT. HOX. THE PRillE ID~ISTER 
-:\fr. Chairman, as a matter of fact 

1 have no connection with this Com
mittee except that they did me the 
honor to elect me the Hon. President 
when the thing was originally started. 

MR. SCA:JIJIELL-1\fr. Chairman, I 
see that the first paragraph dealing 
with "fisherman, seaman" which it is 
•Jroposed to change to "fisherman, , 
.seaman, sealer or any other person 
engaged in a seafearing occupatio:i ., is 
\':ith a view to place any one suffering 
from a disaster similar to that of the 
\"''iking disaster in a position to bene
fit from the :\Iarine Disasters Fun'd.. 

RT. HON. THE PRI)[E ~IINISTER 
-~Ir. Chairman, yes, that is the in
tention. 

HON. DR. MOSDELL.-~ir. Chair
man, !before this Section passes there 
are a very few remarks that I would 
like to make in reply to the honorable 
member for Bay de Verde, Mr. Pud
dester. I am a member of the South 
Coast Disaster Fund Committee and 
we discussed this question as to 
whether the people should be rehab
ilitated with the balance which we had 
Pn hand or whether we should pass it 
0ver to the Permanent Disaster Fund. 
At the meeting of the Committee no 
Question arose with regard to the 
treatment of beri-beri cases to any 
extent out of the funds, as this would 
he undertaken by the Board of Health. 
\Ve have a doctor in that vicinity and 
bad cases are brought to St. John's for 
treatment, and case which are not so 
bad are treated on the spot. There 
was no call for those purposes and no 
Mnt considered that such would be 
the case. But the point is that the 
rondition of the people with regard to 
h<'r!-beri and tuberculosis is getting 
WJrse, due to the disaster. They 

were fully rehabilitated for the next 
summer, but the fishery for that year 
was a failure and the Government had 
to institute relief measures. Now 
they have contracted beri-beri. For a 
number of years there were no cases 
of this sort, and now there are cases 
there by the hundreds, and the out
standing cause is not only the short
age of regular food, but also the 
shortage of potatoes and other vege
tables. All their stocks were swept 
away at the time of the disaster. There 
was a feeling in the minds of the 
Committee that they should rehabil
itate the people with seeds, etc., so that 
they could sow them and raise vege
table, so that when another winter 
comes round they would be amply pro
vided with the proper sustenance ne
cc..ssary to ward off beri-beri. If this 
was not done the situation that would 
3rise would be very much aggravated 
and this trouble is very difficult to cure 
a£ it leaves the sufferer disabled if it 
not taken in time. Once such an epi
cemic got started it would be very dif
ftrult and very expensive to check it 
and everything possible should be 
done to prevent the spread of such a 
disease. But if the people go into an
other winter unprovided for, it will be 
a far greater problem. The Committee 
dE:cided that if there was a balance of 
$23,000.00 and it was turned over to 
the Permanent Marine Disasters Fund 
to be placed at the disposal of the 
dependents of the victims of other 
disasters, how could they justify 
themselves for the condition of the 
people for whom that fund was raised? 
1 can see that there are many argu
ments for both sides, but it was the 
feeling of the Committee that they 
should turn over a large amount to 
the Permanent l\1arine Disaster Fund 

as we would only need a comparative

ly small amount of money for this pur

pose, but they felt that if they neglect

ed this undertaking they would be 
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subject to general hostile criticism 
and very keen criticism from the 
people of the area affected. It is only 
fair that I should make that statement 
and tell the suggestion of the Com
mittee in connection with the balance 
of the fund raised for the South Coast 
Disaster. 

lfB. EJIEBSON.-1\Ir. Chairman, I 
think that the explanation given by 
the honorable member for Fortune 
Bay is extremely clear, but it really 
admits the suggestion made by my 
honorable friend the member for Bay 
de Verde, Mr Puddester, that this fund 
should not be used for beri-beri cases. 
You may call it rehabilitation, but it 
amounts to using this fund for deal
ing with matters that, in spite of the 
fact that they are aggravated and 
were caused by the Disaster, should 
be dealt with by the Government. It 
also bears out the other statement of 
::.\1r. Puddester that the people would 
not subscribe to the Permanent Mar
ine Disaster Fund or the Viking Dis
aster Fund if they were led to believe 
that at least $25,000.00 was going to 
be handed over to the Viking Disaster 
Fund by the South Coast Disaster 
Fund Committee. The Permanent Dis
aster Fund is in a bad way. This is 
greatly to be regretted, particularly 
in view of the fact that it was started 
in 1914 and is one to which everybody 
subscribes; it is nation-wide and is 
run extremely well, and it obtains by 
reason of its position considerable 
free advertising from the newspapers 
and it appears to be to be a great mis
take if anything were done to lessen 
public interest in it, which I think 
will happen if the money which was 
promised to it were used to relieve 
beri-beri and other matters which 
should be dealt with by the Govern
ment and not by the South Coast Dis
aster Fund Committee. It is not a 
large amount, the Government will 
probably be able to get it; but if it 

is a small sum, its affect on 
is going to be great. 

l'tIR. 1YIXTER.-i\Ir. Chairman, as a 
member of the joint committee Who 
considered the matter of handing over 
the surplus from the South Coast Dis
a<:;ter Fund to the Permanent Marine 
Disaster Fund, I should like to point 
out that I consider this whole discus
sion altogether premature. The idea 
was merely discussed 1by the Com
mittee but no decision whatever was 
arrived at. The suggestion merely 
wa s made but no decision whatever 
was made by the Committee. The 
whole discussion, I submit, is entirely 
premature, and I think it is a pity that 
the rumor to that effect should have 
been spread abroad. We, as a commit
tee, have to decide first of all if the 
conditions of our trust have 
complied with. 

:;}IR. ?l~DESTER.-Just one word 
more on the subject, Mr. Chairman. 
I can fully sympathise with Dr. Mos
dell in the difficulties he has to en
counter in connection with the strick
en area. but I would also like to point 
0ut that there are more beneficiaries 
under the Permanent Marine Dis
aster Fund in this area than in 
other. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Bill be read a third time on to
morrow. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
of the \\"'hole on Supply reported cer
tain Resolutions which were read a 
first time, as follows: 
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Department of Colonial Secretary, 
public Charities ............ $ 311,537 .05 

Department of Marine and 
Fisheries ............................ 410,697.09 

Department of Education .. 1,013,065.03 
Dep~rtment of Agriculture 

and l\1ines ........................ 102,450.66 

The said Resolutions respecting the 
Departments of Colonial Secretary, 
l\larine and Fisheries and Educatio!l, 
being read a second time, it was moYed 
and seconded that the House concur 
with the Committee therein, and the 
said Resolutions were agreed to. 

On the motion for second read in:; of 
the Resolution respecting the Depcirt
ment of Agriculture and Mines, it Y>as 
moved by l\1r. Alderdice seconded by 
1\Ir. Puddester as an amendment that 
the sum of $13,750.00 be deducted from 
the vote for the Encouragement of 
Agriculture, this being the amount 
paid from this vote to five Agriculural 
Commissioners as salaries, at the rate 
of $2,750.00 per year for each Com
missioner. 

"Whereupon the House divided and 
there appeared in favor of the 
amendment: Mr. Alderdice, Mr. Pud
dester, Mr. Emerson, Mr. Moore, Mr. 
\Vinter, Mr. Quinton, Mr. Tobin, Mr. 
Bennett, l\1r. Abbott, l\lr. Byrne, and 
against it Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hon. the 
Minister of Finance, Hon. Dr. Camp
bell, Hon. Dr. Mosdell, The Minister 
of Agriculture, The Minister of Pub
lic Works, The Minister of Fisheries, 
l\Ir. Earle, Lady Squires, Mr. Scam
mell, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Godden, Mr. 
Parsons, Mr. Bindon, Mr. Strong, Mr. 
Smith, Mr. Murphy, so it passed in 
the negative. 

Whereupon the original motion to 
concur with the Committee therein 
was put when the House divided and 
there appeared in its favor: Rt. Hon. 
the Prime Minister, Hon. the Colonial 

Secretary, Hon. the Minister of Fi
nance, Hon. Dr. Campbell, Hon. Dr. 
l\1osdell, The Minister of Agriculture, 
The ::\ilinister of Public "\Vorks, The 
l\Iinister of Fisheries, Mr. Earle, Lady 
Squires, l\Ir. Scammell, Mr. \Vinsor, 
.i\lr. Godden, Mr. Parsons, ::.\1r. Bindon, 
Mr. Strong, :i.\1r. Smith, :\1r. Murphy, 
and against it l\Ir. Alderdice, Mr. 
Puddester, Mr. Emerson, Mr. Moore, 
l\Ir. "\\.,.inter, Mr. Quinton, Mr. Tobin, 
l\1r. Bennett, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Byrne, 
so it passed in the affirmative and was 
ordered accordingly. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the "\Vhole on Supply. 

:\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

::UR. QrIXTOX.-Mr. Chairman, I 
see by the Estimates that the proba
tioners of the Hospital •are only re
ceiving a small amount per annum. 
Is it the intention of the l\Iinister that 
the 10 % reduotion is to apply to 
these nurses? 

HON. MIXISTER FIXA:.~CE AXD 
CrSTOllIS.-Yes. 

~IR. Q~TOX-Don't you think 
that in view of the hard work that 
these nurses do that it is a great 
hardship on them? 

HOX. JIINISTER FIXANCE AND 
f'USTOJIS.-1 do; but I would like 
to point out to Mr. Quinton that their 
salaries were increased last year. 

MR. PO>DESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to ask the ::.\Hoister of 
Public Works what position does Dr. 
Campbell hold at the General Hospi
tal for which he was paid $1800 last 
year from Contingencies? What are 
his duties? 
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MINISTER OF PUBLIC "'\VORKS.
He is the visiting physician of the 
·General Hospital. 

}fl{. PUDDESTE&-Mr. Chairman, 
il it were found necessary to appoint 
tl1is visiting physician, my contention 
is that the amount should have been 
,~oted as straight salary and not taken 
from Contingencies. If it was not for 
th.e fact that this amount appeared in 
the public accounts we would never 
have found out that the doctor 'vas 
getting this extra amount. 

M~. TOBIN.-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to a.sk the Minister who 
tl1e attending physician is that gets 
$1150.50? 

]IINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Dr. Fraser. 

MR. PUDDESTER .. -Mr. C·h.airman, 
I wo·uld like to point out to the 
Finance Minister that last year $2,900 

was voted and that $6,197 was spent. 
This include'1 Dr. Campbell's amount 
of $1,845, telephone $534, printing ancl 
advertising $1100, ·hire of a car $1300. 
'i.'his year you will naturally have the 
Rame bills to meet in connection with 
the printing of forms, hire of car, 
etc., and you have not taken any Sup
plementary Supply. I fail to see why 
'vhen you have a resid.ent physician, 
two resident hous.emen and 6 visiting 
physicians you need an . extra visit
ing ·physician. Up to 1929 .he was not 
on the payroll at the General Hos
pital. 

MR. 'VIXTER .• - Mr. Chairman, I 
don't l{now if the House is entirely 
t~atisned with the answer to the ques._ .. 
tion. The Minister was asked the 
question directly and he refuses to 
tell us the arrangement. 

~lINISTER. OF PUBLIC WOR.KS.

The position of the visiting physi

cjan to the G·eneral I-Iospital is a very 

difficult one for a layman to talk 
a.bout. 

HON. DR. MOSDELL.-Mr. ·Chair
man, the position is that for a num
ber of years the General Hospital was 
run entirely as a surgical hospital; 
but from time to time purely medi
cal cases kept coming in and Dr. 
Campbell was engaged to look after 
the medical side of the Hospital in 
contradistinction to the surgical side. 
He has given good attendance there; 
certainly he has given regular at
te·nd.ance and, consequently, the hos
pital has made considera'ble improve-
1ne11t, as before it was neglected; re
sulting in a considerable saving as 
far as the Board of Health was con
ce-rned. As a result of Dr. Call).p
bell's activities there has been a much 
quicker turnover, and the average 
stay of a patient has fallen from 25 
to 20 days. That has greatly . in
crea.sed our facilities and at a much 
smaller charge. Personally I don't 
think thaf any mistake was made in 
m.aking this appointment, and it has 
brou.ght about a reduction much 
greater than the amount. paid Dr. 
Campbell. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
Mr. Chairman, why didn't the Min
ister say so at first. Isn't Dr. Camp
bell's position really that of a glori
fied chucker-out? 

]IR. PUDDESTER.-Who is the at
tsndin.g physician at the Fever Hos
pital? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Dr. Campbell. 

l\IR,. Pl1DDESTER.-He was voted 
a salary of $780 for this work last 
year; but if you will look up your 
accounts you will see he was not 
paid this $780 salary last year, but he 
is do,vn in Contingencies again and 
'va s pa id $1825. 
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I-ION. MINISTER l.,INANCE AND 
CUSTOMS.--There was quite an epi
(~emic of fever last year and that ac
c_ ou11 ts for drawing on contingencies 
~ o much. 

3IR. PUDDESTER.-·Mr. Chairman, 
I wot1ld also like to draw attention 
to the vote for Contingencies which 
is do\vn in the Estimates for $1,170 and 
YOll spent $2,259 last year. vVill the 
lVIinister of Public Works explain 
that? Did you have an Order in 
Council to pay that amount? 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Yes. 

llIR. PUDDESTER.-I \vould like for 
you to produce the order. I question 
\vhether you can produce it. 

With regard to this vote of $8,000 
payable to the St. John's Municipal 
Council in aid of lighting St. John's 
streets, I migl1t say that up to last 
year there was always a similar 
amount paid out of general con
t}ngencies for lights-and they \Vere 
few and far between-in such places 
in Conception Bay as Bay Roberts, -' 
Haribor Grace., Cupids and Port de 
Grave and Bay de Verde Distlri.ct. 
Last year the lights were. discon
tinued because the. members of Con
ception Bay were not satisfied to pay 
for the1 lights out of the district 
grants, because the grants are so 
small that they are unable to pay for 
lighting, and why should they have 
to pay now any proportionate share 
for lighting the streets of St. John's? 

I see that we are· to vote $8,000 for 
the city street lights. Yet we don't 
get any vote for lights in the outport 
districts. ·since the city is not in
corporated, I don't see why the city 
membe.rs should not get this an1ount 
,·oted under district grants as other 
members do. I suggest we postpone 
this vote and discuss it late·r. 

11IR~ TOBIN.-ll'Ir. Cl1airman, regard
g·arding the settle111Ents of 011ter Cove 
l..iogy Bay and Middle Cove, may I say 
tl1at these telephones are of great as
sistance. At present there is no resi
dent doctor .\in the district~ of ·St. 
John's East Extern and it is neces
sary to despatch a man on horseback 
Y'1he·L.e·ve:.. one is needed. For this 
reason much time is lost. 

HON. ~IINISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS.-Mr. iChairn1an, the 
cb ange was made on the retirement 
of lVIr. Llo)rd, the statistical clerk. It 
\vas of great importance to tl1e money 
order department. 

IION. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
I don't think that this accounts for 
this large raise. 

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND 
T~LEGRAPHS.-Mr. Chairman, pre
vious to Mr. Lloyd's retireme11t, lVIr. 
Milley received $2500, and l1e took over 
this jo·b in addition at $3600. These 
t-vvo jobs previously cost the country 
$4600. Mr. Lloyd was pensio11ed at 
$1600. 

JlIR, PlJDDESTER.-1\ir. Chairma~n. 

the mail cle·rks on the cross-country 
trains lea""ve here and go right 
through to Port aux Basques. It is 
true th.at they are off from Saturday 
to · Tl1esday, but for the remainder of 
the W·eek they have to work contin11-
011sly without getting any rest what
ever and under frightfully hard and 
trying conditions. They are under a 
great physical and mental strain, and 
if the Minister of Posts and Tele
graphs can in some way mak:e ar
rangements satisfactory to these me·n 
l can assure him he will get every 
8Upport from the members of this 
side of the House. The dining car 
stewards and others get rest, but the 
1nail clerks get none whatever, and if 
tl1e Minister co11ld try and give them 
a, little more pay and sl1orter hot1rs, I 
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feel that it would be done in the in
terests of better service for the coun
try. 

l'IR. BROlYX.-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to join with the honorable 
mem1ber for Bay de Verde in his re
marks regarding the duties of the mail 
clerks. The conductors on trains only 
go as far as Bishop's Falls but the 
mail clerks have to go all the way 
to Port aux Basques. They get a'b
solutely no rest from the time they 
ieave St. John's until they. arrive at 
Port aux Basques, and they work un
der very trying and unfavorable con
ditions. I quite agree with what the 
hon. member for Bay de Verde has 
said with regard to the service given 
by these men. They are undoubtedly 
the hardest working officials in the 
mail service and should be given a 
great deal more consideration than 
they receive at present. 

JIR. SKEAXS.-Mr. Chairman, I 
want to put myself on record as be
ing in full agreement with the remarks 
of the honorable member for Bay de 
Verde in respect to the work perform
~d by the mail clerks on the cross 
country trains. I, myself. was a mail 
clerk for nine years and am fully 
::Jcauainted with the trying conditions 
that exist when performing the duties 
of a mail clerk. The mail clerk is 
on his feet from the time he leaves St. 
John's until he arrives at Port aux 
Basques, and he is the person who is 
held responsible if any newspapers or 
letters go astray. As the honorable 
member for Bay de Verde has stated, 
they leave St. John's and have to 
travel to Port aux Basques with no 
sleeping accomodation whatever. 

They have nothing to eat but what 
thev take with them, and they can
not get back to the diner for food. 
Thev have to work very hard and I 
would say, Sir, that traVf~lling mail 

clerks should be paid for their ser
" ices. I think that during the first 
session of this House I · said that man 
clerks should be classed at $110, $130 
c,r $150, and I say again, Sir, that mail 
clerks should 1be given some consid
eration. I am heartily in accord 
with the sentiments expressed by the 
honorable member for Bay de Verde. 

JIR. 1YllTER.-Mr. Chairman , I 
would like to ask the honorable :\fin
ister what happened the postmistress 
&.t Marystown? Is the operator doing 
the work of both? I notice you didn't 
increase the salary. I do not think 
that is hardly fair. There is quite a 
lot of business going through this of
fice. When a change was made at 
Garnish the salary was increased and 
it is a whole lot smaller office. 

HOX. Ji lXISTER OF POSTS AXD 
TELEGRAPHS-I have received no 
complaint from that office, the work 
is being done just as efficiently, and 
I have received no aplication for a 
raise in salary. We have to effect 
economy wherever possible. 

:J[R. PL"DDESTER---How long h as 
office been changed? 

HO~. ID:XI STER OF POSTS A:XD 
Evidently within the past twelve 
months. 

JI R. PrDDESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
I can appreciate what the Minister 
of Posts and Telegraphs says with re
gard to not increasing salaries when 
an office has been changed. This is 
the only way that we can get down 
to rock bottom and have the Post and 
Telegraphs Department a paying pro
position. I am against giving in
creases when two offices are com
bined, and I think the operator should 
do the work of both. That is the 
policy I adopted in my district. There 



HOUSE OF ASSEl\IBLY PROCEEDIXGS 365 

.
5 

an office at Freshwater where one 
~ian is doing both jobs and is glad to 
do 50 at the same salary. . 

~Ir. Spe::tker resumed the Chair. 

The Ch?,irman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
certain Resolutions, and asked leave 
to sit again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

HO:X. ~IIXISTER FIN A:NCE A:XD 
crSTOJIS.-1\Ir. Speaker, I would like 
to draw the attention of the House 
to the edittorial appearing in th~s 

c~,ening's Telegram. It is headed "No 
facrifice for Government :\fembers." 

((Reads) 

Xow, Mr. Speaker, I think that this 
article is entirely unwarranted and I 
want to object to the tone of this 
editorial. To 1begin with, it's not cor
rect. This matter was not before the 
House yesterday; it was two or three 
days ago, and anyway the matter is 
Itot yet decided, it has to be debated 
and as yet the Prime Minister has not 
expressed himself on the matter. 
'Yith regard to the Agricultural Com
mission, only the other day the l\fin
ister of Agriculture and Mines stated 
that this matter would be carefully 
considered. :\Ir. Speaker, I resent this 
editorial which I think is quite un
called for; it's not good enough. 

((Reads) 

I would like to call the attention of 
the members on both sides of the 
House to this attack from the edi
torial of the Evening Telegram, and 
in this paper I may say that I have 
never yet seen anything of a con
structive nature; all it does is try 
to degrade and destroy. The other 

day, when I was feeling sore or at any 
rate pretending to be sore, I made 
some remarks of a similar nature 
concerning the editor of the Daily 
~ews, I purposely omitted to make 
any mention of this indiYidual-the 
editor of this paper-because I didn't 
think it worth my while to speak about 
such an insignificant individual. Then 
they try to pull that sentimental stuff 
about the teachers across. Well, we 
all know the editor himself was once 
f ., teacher, and he was such a rotten 
failure at the job they had to make 
him editor of such a rag as this. He 
attacks everyone; not just the govern
ment alone. At the time of the elec
tion he attacked the Honorable Leader 
of the Opposition. Often he attacks 
Mr. Puddester. He accuses us of 
making mistakes. Well, every man 
makes a mistake now and then, he 
v.ouldn't be human if he didn't. He's 
afraid to appear on any public plat
form. Well, let me tell him that when 
there's another election, and that 
won't be very far away, then I advise 
him to disappear, or I'll cause him to 
do so or my name isn't Cashin. 

Mr. Speaker, I'm not very well up 
on the rules of the House, but surely 
there must be some method of deal
ing with this rotten sort of thing. It's 
frightful that this man should be al
lowed to go on printing this poison
ous stuff and if I knew what move to \ 
make I would certainly put the mo
tion. I'm sorry to have to speak in 
this manner, but the occasion calls 
for it. We are all doing our best anrl 
this is what we get from this rotten 
individual. Well, let me tell him 
that I've never sunk so low that I've 
had to knock at a Prime :\1inister's 
door and ask him, for God's sake, to 
give me a job to save me from star
ving; and that's what he had to do. 

MR. BROWN-\1r. Ch1i:~man. I 
would just like to add a few remarks 



366 HOUSE OF ASSE:\IBL Y PROCEEDINGS 

to what the l\Iinister of Finance has 
already stated. I don't wa:LJ.t to detain 
the House just now and I'll have more 
to say ·when this matter is discussed 
later on. vVhat I want to know is 
what is this Jefferies, is he a Turk? 
I think h-e must be o!le of those black 
Indians you hear about, one of the 
\Yorst types. He's al ways making 
these rotten remarks about someone. 
Some time ago it was :\Ir. Alderdice, 
then later on he had somethi:ig to 
say about l\Ir. Pudclester and the Daily 
Xews. 

The like of this stuff being printed 
isn't good enough. I say this paper 
ought to be censored. I quite agree 
with the Finance Minister when he 
was on the other side of t!:le House 
he was subjected to the filthy abuse 
from this Jefferies. 

I'd like to know who this man is, 
surely he cain't be a white man, if he 
is the!'e was a mistake made when the 
order was given. If he ever appears 
in this House he won't stay very long 
for if there's no one else to do so I'll 
throw him out myself an'd pretty 
quick at that. 

:\Ir. Speaker left the Cb.air until 8 
o'clock. 

:\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. .. 
1 Pursuant to order and on motion of 

Hon. Dr. :\Iosdell, the House re-solved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider the Bill entitled "An Act 
Respecting Health and Public Wel
fare." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HOX. DR. MOSDELL-Mr. Chair
man, we have now got as far as page 
161. This part is new and' has to do 
with the duties and authorities of · the 

Chairman of the Board of Pub 
Health, and seeing that it is compa~ 
tively short I suggest that it might 
well be read. This part aims at gi 
the chairman the necessary autho:ri 
and describes his powers and duti 
but there is illothing contrary to t 
r - ··'11 procedure and policy of han 
ling indigent cases. This is the onl 
new part left and perhaps the op 
tion might like to have it read. Tb 
remainder of the Bill merely effec 
the consolidation of the existing law 

'The next part is Section 25 
there is very little change 
old section except to harden the con 
ditions princi~ally in respect to th 
treatment of children by . neglect 
parents, this section broadens thel 
scope of duty. Part 26 is a compooi 
part. If the Hon. gentlemen will refer 
to tr e third schedule they will find 
that thi~ part is made up 
isting Acts. 

(Reads) 

And certain other sections from ex
isting Acts inserted by the Consolida
tion Commission. The first four pa~es 
comprise what is new in this s 0 cti011, 
the rest is a cornsolidation of existing 
legislation. Does the Committee desire 
to read through this section? The only 
refe.rence to the Child Welfare is in a 
sub part of a section and provides the 
machinery whereby they become in
corporated, this is section 692, the idea 
is to give all such organizations an 
official standing. There is a change in 
section 692 on the aO.vice of the Select 
Committee, 692 is being made to read: 

(Reads) 

This saves the trouble of going 
through a lot a red tape. The same 
idea underlies this as Nonia, the idea 
is to giY-e them official recognition at 
at home and abroad, particularly 
abroad and so enable them to secure 
such benefits as possible from such 
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organizations as bestow such or give 

funds. 
JIR. EJIERSOX-Read the defining 

,;ection, 582. 

JIOX. MR. LE1VIS-Before this sec
tion passes, it seems to me that some 
pro,·ision should be made for pro
tecting the religion of children and I 
niove this amendment: 

(Reads) 

:.UR. EJIER.SON-1\lr. Chairman, I 
agree that there ,should be some pro
dsion in this respect but I think that 
it should be in-serted in the general 
provisions, or in the end of it say on 
page 620. We are now dealing with a 
part of the Act and I think that it 
should be put in the general pro
visions, I suggest that it be put in 
around section 708 or 709. Section 708 
has been repealed by the Select Com
mittee and I suggest that it should be 
put in there an.Id it would apply to the 
'vhole Act. The Hon. memher for For
tune Bay will remember that the 
Select Committee advised that 708 be 
cut out and I think that it might go 
in there. 

B.T. HOX. THE PRIME :JlUISTER 
-The wording of this amendment is: 

(Reads) 

JIR. SC.AJDIELL-Mr. Chairman, if 
you would · permit me, Sir, I would 
like to -say a few words in relation 
to Part (19) of the Act and to assure 
the Hon. members opposite that this 
Chapter has had the fullest considera
tion of all of us rep~esenting districts 
" 'bich are particularly interested in 
logging. Last y,ear before this Public 
Health Bill was anticipated some of 
us who were very anxious to embody 
some amendments in the Loggi.ng Act 
gave seTious consideration to this mat
ter. A Committee was formed com
prising Mr. Strong, Mr. Earle, Mr. 
Starkes, Mr. Brown and myself. We 
got together and drafted some amend-

ments to the Logging Act and which 
amendments we thought would give 
fair play to loggers and in some sense 
meet some of the difficulties which ap

peared to be somewhat aggravated. 
We made a report, embodying recom
mendations, to the government and we 
subsequently found that some of the 
recommendations were covered in 
Part (19) of the Bill we are now deal
ing with; but they are some further 
recommendations which we made in 
the way of amending the Logging Act 
and which may have to be dealt with 
before this session of the House 
closes. As far as I am personally con
cerned I am satisfied that the scope 
of this section of the Public Health 
Bill is alright, but, of cou:rne, every 
member of the House has the right 
to express hi'S views if he choose so 
to do. 

JIR. BROWX~Mr. Chairman, I may 
S•ay, Sir, that these parts have been 
discussed by those who profess to 
know something about logging and 
logging conditions, anld they agree 
that this section takes care of the 
situation. As Mr. Scammell said we 
will see more of t'his in another form 
in a few days, but for the pre1sent this 
section takes care of the ,situation and 
we have nothing more to say about 
it as it is quite satisfactory. 

HON. DR. JIOSDELL-Mr. Chair
man, another section that has been 
under consideration is 420 and the 
only point raised is the question of the 
practibility of the administration of 
that Department. Sub:section 2 pro
vides that 20 cents a month be collect
ed from each man. 

(Reads) · 

This will be used for medical e"'{
penses. The companies take the nw .. ;
tion that it is difficult to cover all th~ 
men or k1eep an ·exact check on the 
men as they are continually moving 
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from camp to camp, and some of them 
are counted in three of four times. 
They suggest that the basis of pay
ment be the full cut divided by the 
average cut of a man and they are 
quite willing to pay on that basis; 
acting on this suggestion the Depart
ment of Justice drafted the following 
amendment which reads as follows: 

(Reads) 

JIR. BROlfN-Mr. Chairman, this 
Act will take care of the loggers far 
better than ever before. Loggers in 
the past paid 20 cents a month for 
doctor's fees and I am sure that not 
one hundred men out of all that went 
in the woods for the winter ever saw 
a doctor, a doctor never visits these 
logging camps unless they are called 
and the men had to pay 20 cents a 
month and would never see a doctor. 
Conditions in the lumber woods are 
bad and they are getting worse and 
I am very glad to see this section in 
here to look after the loggers. Two 
days ago I received a letter from a 
Camp Inspector and he told me that 
be bad visited a camp and had found 
men sleeping in a camp with six 
inches of water over the floor, con
ditions of this sort are not good 
enough and the amendment to the old 
Logging Act will take care of all this 
and I feel sure that the members of 
this House particularly the Opposition 
members will give it their fullest sup
port; I feel that every member will 
give it his unanimous support so that 
we can make conditions better for 
those who go into the woods in winter 
to earn their livlihood. 

JIR. EJIERSON-:\-Ir. Chairman, the 
difficulty is to accept the situation 
where the men pay double the money 
and the provisions here are very 
gentle and there is no method for the 
enforcement of the provisions of sec
tion 419. It seems to me to meain that 
if the employers do not make a con-

tract, they can make some other Pr<r 
visions, such as employing a Young 
boy, with some experience as a che:rn
ist or with a year or two of Pre
medical course over. I shall r ead the 
last part of 429, sub-section 1 on Page 
419. 

(Reads) 

They might do as they do on the 
sealing steamers, employ a young man 
Who has been working two or three 
years with a chemist. 

HON. DR. JIOSDELL-How can the 
Hon. member read that interpretation 
into it? 

JIR. EJIERSON-Well, if you are 
satisfied that covers it, well and good. 

~IR. BROl,~-The employer is 
liable for accidents to his men. 

JIF. ... r-..rERSON-Under what, and 
for what? 

HON. DR .. :JIOSDELL-There is a 
penalty provided. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
That is not much good to a dead man. 

H ON. DR. MOSDELL-Mr. Chair
man, we give them the same con
sideration as employers on the sealing 
ships, mostly employers are ready and 
willing to engage a medical practitioo
er, but it is not possible always to 
get a medical man to go to these 
plaoes but they do their best. 

(Reads) 

JIR. EJI ERSON-Mr. Chairman, sup
pose they don't do it? 

HQN. DR. :llOSDELL--The Board 
will take action, but we are not mak
ing ariy unreasonable exactions from 
anybody. 

HON. DR .. CAJIPBELL-Mr. Chair
man, I think the necessity is this, in 
my early days I was a physician in a 
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logging camp and 20 cents a month 
was collected from the men for my 
t"cnrices, another year they decided to 
take a chance and not engage a doctor 
at all, an'd if a person was injured or 
cut his foot, it was decided to pay a 
doctor so much a visit, figuring that 
it would be so much cheaper and that 
is what this means. One year they 
might not have any accidents or sick
ness but if they take a chanc·e they 
are liabl·e for doctors fees, etc. 

JIR. ElUERSO:N-\\rell, if the expert3 
on the matter are satisfied, I am. 

HON. DR. JIOSDELL reads section 
referring to logging camps. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION-
244 feet would be 5 X 6 X 8. 

JIR. BROlYN-Yes and that would 
be more than sufficient space for any 
two men. 

HON. DR. JIOSDELL-11r. Chair
man, another section for the consid
eration of the House is Section 433 
which deals with the provisions of the 
Logging Camps and only gives the 
Companies until fue end of 1931 to fall 
in line with the proposed changes. The 
Companies ask that the date be ex
tended for another six or twelve 
months in order that they might have 
time to abolish their old camps and 
make arrangements for new ones. 

JIR. EJIERSO~~Mr. Chairman, 
would it be satisfactory to them to 
have that date ·extended and read not 
later than July, 1932. 

MR BROlVN-Yes. 

HON. DR .. MOSDELL reads section 
5. 

~IR. EMERSON--Mr. Chairman, 
with regard to section 13 which per
mits the Assistant to the Secretary of 
the Board of Health to sit in this 
House, I must say that I am not in 

agreement with it. I think that it is 
entirely contrary to constitutional 
practise and it is quite wrong. I do 
not wish to provoke any acrimonious 
discussion but I cannot refrain from 
pointing out that it is quite contrary 
to constitutional practise. The fact 
that we have five Aigriculural Com
missioners whose salaries are not 
voted by this House shakes any con
fidence we might have in what he 
says. I don't see the necessity of hav
ing the Colonial Secretary and the as
sistant Secretary to the Board of 
Health in this House. I don't see why 
the assistant receives fees based on 
any scale, he is not ·subject to the 
control of this House and he is en
titled to remunerations from various 
sections of this Act. I must say that 
I don't agree with it, but I suppose 
we will have to submit when the Gov
ennrnent is so large. 

HO~. DR. JIOSDELL-Mr. Chair
man, I c.anniot agree with the position 
taken by the Hon. gentleman. If 
the man in charge of the Bureau of 
Public Health was controlled by Order 
in Council, so little attention would 
be given this problem that you could 
not hope for any progress. Whatever 
has been done by the Bureau of Pub
lic Health as regards bettering the 
condition of the health of the com
·munity has been done by team work 
between the Chairman and the As
sistant Secretary, the achievements 
that have been possible could not 
have been done by any one or two 
men. The otller day I got the totals 
of the amounts paid for medical treat
ment in St. John's from the account
ant of the Public Works and when I 
got these totals we were agr1eeably 
surprised, I found that all payments 
from 1923 to 1930 are as follows: 

(Reads) 

Now, that is an accomplishment of 
which we are proud, it includes every 
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dollar paid every practitioner. This 
comes from the accountant at the 
Board of Works in answer to a ques
tion put the other day and shows a 
considerable saving and yet every 
care and attention was given by these 
gentlemen. \Ve had a similar experi
ence when we took office and we 
fomnd that it was the practise to en
gage taxi cabs as required to take 
patients to the hospital and in one 
year it ran into $6,000.00. We have an 
arrangement now where we have a 
contract with Mr. Stamp that for 
$250.00 a month he takes care of all 
these cases and covers everything, ex
cept of course, where there are three 
or four cases arriving by the same 
train and we want to get them away 
from the station. He is doing under 
contract what cost over twice as 
much. 

I would like to tell this House in 
this connection, that arrangements 
made at the Boal"d of Health for pub
lic service are not of a political 
character and we request that we be 
given consideration on our merits and 
we feel that our decisions and our 

On motion this report was received 
adJ adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

\\7hereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. Dr. :\fosdell 
the Bill entitled "An Act Respecting 
Health and Public \Velfare" was read 
a third time, and passed, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be engross
ed, being entitle'd as above and that ft 
be sent to the Legislative Council with 
a :\1essage requesting the concurrence 
of that b-0dy in its provisions. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 

·tomorrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

lYED:XESDAY, May 6th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the 
arrangements have worked out satis- clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
factorily and economically. adjournment. 

::.\Ir. Chairman, before you put the 
motion, I wish to thank the members 
of the Opposition for the kind way 
they have received this legislatiOn and 
for what they have done to facilitate 
its passing. I wis'h to thank expecially 
the Hon. gentlemen opposite who 
served on the Select Committee and 
did everything possible an'd gave so 
freely of their services and helped in 
a great measure to get it through with 
the least possible delay. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had pass
the said Bill with some amendment. 

JIR. STRONG.-Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to present three petitions-one from 
Cook's Harbor in relation to protec
tion for coast fishermen ; another from 
Coachman's Cove asking for a break
'vater for the protection of the fisher
men there, and the third from St. 
Anthony respecting the keeping of 
dogs. With regard to the first, it re
lates to conditions which existed up 
to last summer and it asks that 
bank trawlers should not be allowed 
to fish inside the three-mile limit in 
that section. The covering letter 
which I have received regarding this 
5ubject says that during last season 
when fish was scarce, bankers from 
the South West Coast operated inside 
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the three-mile limit and some of the 
n:ore prolific fishing grounds where 
the shore fishermen were acustomed 
to pursue their avocations were tres
passed upon to a great extent, and 
theY were practically driven from 
these local grounds. This letter states 
that on a particular ground off Cook's 
Harbor a banker anchored and in one 
daY deposited the offal of one hundred 
quintals of fish. In consequence, the 
following year there was no fish
ing to be had until the fall season, 
despite the fact that this is a most 
productive spot for fishing. 

This petition is signed by 300 fish
ermen of Cook's Harbor, Raleigh, 
and Ship's Cove, and they suggest 
that a fishery warden be appointed 
for the protection of the coast fisher
men who do not wish to go to the 
banking grounds. I wish to refer 
this petition to the Department of 
l\Iarine and Fisheries to which it re
lates and I trust the Fishery Boan! 
will deal as they think best with this 
matter. 

The second petition is from Coach
man's Cove. As anyone who is familiar 
with the district knows, that in rough 
weather it is very dangerous there 
for small boats, and this petition asks 
that $EOO be allocated for the purpose 
of building a breakwater. This 
petition is sign·ed by nearly every 
elector in the place. 

The last petition is from St. An
thony and relates to the keeping of 
dogs. This petition suggests certain 
measures, such as the impounding of 
dogs during the summer season when 
they are not required for draft pur
roses. As we know, there was lately 
passed in the House an Act relating to 
the keeping of dogs, and as this deals 
with the question it is unnecessary for 
me to say more on the question. I 

refer the matter to the department to 
which it belongs. 

~IIXISTER OF MARINE AND FISH· 
ERIES.-Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to 
present a petition from Lamaline for 
a bell-wire. There is very little to 
say on the subject other than to refer 
the matter to the department to which 
it belongs. 

HON. JIIXISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS.-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
residents of Ireland's Eye. The 
petition is singed by nearly all the el
ectors of this place and it express
es their wishes. The following are 
the number of signatures from the 
various places: 

((Reads) 

I ask that this petition be referred 
to the department to which it belongs 
and that they do their utmost to ac
cede to the prayer of this petition. 
I may add that these people took 
the trouble to hold a public meeting 
and if it is not possible to grant the 
whole of the petition, it will be pos-

·- 1 a to do something with regard to 
part of it. 

l\Ir. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Tobin gave notice of question. 
Pursuant to order, and on motion of 

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Amend Chapter 76 
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of the Permanent 
:.\'i.arine Disasters Fund'" was read a 
third time, and passed, and it was or
dered that the said Bill be engrossed, 
being entitled as above, and that it be 
sent to the Legislative Council with a 
Message requesting the concurrence 
cf that body in its provislons. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
of the \\Thole on Supply reported cer-
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tain Resolutions which were read a 
first time as follows: 

Dept. Public Works .............. $843,855.50 

Dept. of Colonial Secretary 
(Dept. of Justice) .............. 325,674.00 

Dept. of Customs .................... 549,869.56 

Dept. Pension Commrs......... 14,550.00 

Dept. of Assessor.................... 15,840.00 

The said Resolutions being read a 
second time, it was moved and second
e•l that the House concur with the 
Committee therein, and the said Reso
lions were agreed to. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HO:Y. lllIXISTER FINL~CE A:XD 
Cl'"STOMS.-:\Ir. Chairman, we have 
now covered practically everything 
in the estimates with the exception of 
the subsidies for the steamship ser
-vices. There are practically the same 
as l!.lst year with a general reduction 
of 25% rier cent. I have no doubt that 
the members of the Opposition will say 
that this is only a jest on my part. 
Their claim will be that the Railway 
will suffer to this extent. but that is 
not correct. It is our intention to 
curtail and save approximately $97,-
000.'lO. This does not mean that the 
Portia will not get her $40.000.00. or 
that either the Prospero or the Glen
coP will have their subsidies of $40.-
000 01) reduced 25%, or in other words 
receive only $30.000.00; but the ser
vices on both the South and West 
and North and East coasts will be re
duced by 25%. 

JIR. PrDDESTER.-"}ir. Chairman, 
I would like to ask the :Minister of 

Finance and Customs U'"h t " a made U» 
the additional amount of $72,ooo.oe 
last year. 

. ~O:X. :JIUIS!ER FIX A:XCE AND 
CI STOJ1S.-Th1s. amount was made 
up from outstandmg amounts for sub.. 
sidif's that were owed the railwa, 
from past governments and datea 
a. s far back as 1926. In other words 
if that amount had been paid we 
would not now have to pay it. Last 
year when I brought in my Budge 
I did not know about these amounts 
and it was not until after the House 
closed that the Auditor General noti
fied me that these amounts were out
standing. 

)IR. PL"DDESTER.-Last year we 
took it for granted that your esti 
mates were correct and reliable an 
at the same time you had 
of over $70,000 which 
shown and about which 
nothing. 

I would like to ask the ~Iinister 
::\Iarine and Fisheries if he 
nlates running the "Swile" 
lower Labrador service this 

HOX. JIIXISTER FIX A:XCE 
C'CSTOMS.-I don't think so. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION 
::\fr. Chairman, I really believe that 

be could make no 
cutting out from service 
steamer "Basqu.e," which is cos · 
the Government $28,600 and giving ml 
adequate service whatever to the Df• 
trict in which she is employed. I 
1J.ave heard from several people in tbif 
district that they did not want t~ 
steamer, and also I heard that it w.81 
CJ pre-election promise given by die 
Government if a certain person wou11' 
not compete in the election. DuriJC: 
the winter months the steamer 'Mala-
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ff has to do the 'vork of the 
kO e and I say that when we are 
B'lSQU • • 
in the position th~t we are In today, 
ur backs against the wall, that there 

~ no justification whatever for the 
~~penditm e of $2.S,GOO .on this boat. 
The Government IS tr~·mg _to reduce 
its expenditures. but IS domg so at 

_ the expense of the unfortunates of 
the civil service who get barely enough 
to live on and now have to accept a 
tO% reduction. I would, therefore, 
like to move that the vote for this 
steamer be deleted from the Esti-

mates. 

RT. HOX. THE PRIME JIINISTER. 
-Mr. Chairman. the Hon. the Leader 
of the Opposition in his observations 
stated that he had reason to believe 
that this steamer was being run as 
the result of a pre-election promise, 
but I can assure him that such a 
promise if made would have to be 
made by myself, and I never made 
any such promise. 

HO:X. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO~.-· 
Mr. ~~iairman ,if what the Prime l\iin
fster says is correct, then I will take 
Ms worrl for it. but perhaps it was an 
after-election promise, and at any 
r!lte the fact remains that the con
tract was granted. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE ~IIXISTER. 
-It was not necessary for our party 
to make any after-election promises. 

"'IR.. f:~tF.RSOX.-l\'l:r. Chairman, on 
the question of boats. whatever hap
pens I cannot see how the g-overn
Tl'\ent is going to save this 25%. If, 
for example, it means cutting down, 
R~v the Portia. bv $10.000.00. it will 
1'ave to be remembered that the ·Por
ti'l is being run by the Railway Com
mission. She is sent out on a trip 
by the Commission from fortnight to 
fortnight. and I would like to know 
who is i;oing to control them from 
8<1nding these steamers when and 

where they like. Is the l\Iinister or 
F'inance going to do it? Is the Prime 
l\Iinister going to do it, or is the Ex
ecutive going to do it? If the steam
er Basque is under contract, then it 
""ill 1be impossible for you to reduce 
the expenditure on this boat by 25 % ; 
but I would like to first ask is she 
under contract? 

HON. MIXISTER FITANCE AXD 
ClJSTOJIS.-Xo. 

Jffi. EMERSON.-~Ir. 'Chairman, 
Then why not cut her out altogether? 
She is a rotten little tub, anyway, and 
r..ot worth a quarter of the money that 
is being paid for her. If they have not 
got a contract, why is the figure in 
the Estimates? And if they have a 
contract how can you cut it by 25%? 
Can you bring in a programme show
ing that you are not going to cut the 
service in· that vote? Is it that you 
mean that the steamer will stop at 
every third port instead of every 
second one? You have no scheme to 
present to the House and we have no 
explanation and we are asked to be
lieve, as if we were a crowd of child
ren. that this is going to save money. 
Xow if it goes on carrying out the 
present schedule, it simply means that 
the rail way is going to lose more 
money ~han it lost in the past and we 
have to meet the bill. There has 
been no explanation from the Prime 
Minister or the Finance Minister or 
the Colonial Secretary, who is head 
of the Railway department in the 
House, on this matter and the l\lin
ister of Posts and Telegraphs is going 
to have a further deficit in his depart
ment next year on this account. There 
is not a single minister in the House 
who has explained how this money 
is going to be saved. Surely you 

don't expect that a vote of this kind 

is going to pass the House until we 

get some explanation of it. 
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HON. 3IINISTER OF POSTS A:XD 

TELEGRAPHS.-:\Ir. Chairman, we 
are taking $76,000 to cover l\Iay and 
June of this year so that we will be 
able to keep within our vote to be 
passed by the House in the Estimates. 

JIR. ElUERSO:X.-Is this necsesary? 

HON. iUCTISTER OF POSTS AXD 
TELEGR.APHS.-It is done to keep 
the annual payment within the fiscal 
year. 

llIR. PrDDESTER-How much of 
that $76,000 should have gone into 
1929-30 account? 

HO:X. JIINISTER OF POSTS AXD 
1'ELEGRAPHS.-As far as the de
!.)artmen t is concerned we were asked 
to make up in Supplementary Supply 
to meet requirements at the end of 
the fisQal year. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-Do you mean that 
Supplemental Supply brought in last 
year was false? Supplemental Sup
ply is supposed to be brought in here 
up to the end of June and which was 
not brought- in by you the year pre
vious. 

HO:X. JIINISrER OF POSTS AXD 
TELEGRAPHS.-What you see there 
jn Supplemental Supply is to meet 
our requirements up to June 30th. 

JIR. EJIERSON.--1\Ir. Chairman, 
Supplemental Supply is brought into 
the House to take every minister 
along up to the 30th of June every 
:vear. That is what it is here for. 
Now there is no difference this year 
from last year unless the Minister 
J;rought in Supplemental Supply 
which was false. I wonder if there 
is any other 'Minister of the Crown 
who wants to make a similar state
rr:ent that last year's Supplemental 
Supply was false? 

HOX. ~IITISTER OF POSTS A:XD 
, TELEGRAPHS.- You don't seem to 

understand what '-'OU are t lk ., a ing 
about. 

JIR. EMERSOX.-Well, I am going 
to debate from my point of view. The 
::\'.Iinister informs this House that an 
extraordinary thing has happened 
and th?.t he was told apparently by 
the Finance Minister that his SuP
plemental Supply would have to take 
him up to June 30th and that it must 
be accurate and true. This seems to 
be an explanation from the :\1inister 
of Posts and Telegraphs, and last 
year his Supplemental Supply was 
not correct because he did not take 
Supplemental Supply to take him up 
to June 30th and he did not receive 
any instructions to do so. Perhaps 
the :Minister can explain the position 
as to what was the amount of his 
Suplemental Supply last year. 

HO:X. MIXISTER OF POSTS AXD 
TELEGRAPHS.-! do not know one 
thing about Supplemental Supply for 
last year. Dealing with the present 
Estimates, I am giving you the state
ment as true to the best of my 
knowledge. 

HON. MIXISTER FIXAXCE AND 
UGSTOMS.-Mr. Chairman, I think I 
explained that point to :\Tr. Puddester 
when I told him that the vote last 
year was short $76.000, and I told him 
that it was not in last year's Sup
plemental Supply. It was not the 
fault of the Minister that it was not 
put in; it was the fault of the Ac
countant at the Post Office. and they 
had to use up out of the current year 
&.nd that left this year short. 

JIR. Prl>DESTER.-Mr. Chairman. 
As I suggested to the Minister last 
year ,if the different accounts had 
been brought down, then the Minister 
would never have balanced his Bud
get. The Minister contends that the 
whole of this $76,000 was Supplemen
tal Supply for 1929-30. If the Minis-
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ter of Posts and Telegraphs had 
brought do\Yn Suplemental Supply for 
the steam subsidies last year, his 
vote would be $162,000 overdrawn, 
notwithstanding the fact that the vote 
for his department was $525,000. ~ow 
I would like to ask the :\Iinister of 
posts and Telegraphs how it was that 
he spent $162,000 more than was voted 
for subsidies? There are very large 
steam subsidies-$96,849.00. 

HOX. MINISTER OF POSTS AXD 
·rELEGRAPHS.-Put the question on 
the Order Paper. 

JIR. PUDDESTER .. -I don't care 
whether you answer or not. 

HOX. IDNISTER FINANCE AXD 
crSTOMS.-1\fr. Chairman, that $96,-
000 was really Supplemental Supply 
for last year and is accounted for by 
the extra coastal boat on, and no vote 
\t'as taken in the House for it. It ap
pears that this $76,000 has been 
passed on for a number of years and 
what you pointed out last year turn
ed out to be accurate. Anyhow we 
are taking this vote now for $76,000-
which should have been taken last 
year- plus the vote for $96.000. I may 
c:;ay that up to two years ago the 
<'oastal subsidies were of a disorgan
ized nature and boats were put on in
discriminately. Every vote we have 
had on, with the exception of this one 
for $76,000, was not the work of this 
Government, but that of our pre
decessors. Now we take a vote for 
$76,000 to cover overspending for last 
year, not for this year. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
Eo that if you had provided for that 
in Supplemental Supply last year
which was not done, due to an over
sight at the Post Office-your sur
plus last year would have been cut 
down h:v $76.000. 

HON. MIXISTER FIN AXCE AND 
Ct;STOMS •.... Yes. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
l\Ir. Chairman, I notice that the earn
ings of the S. S. Portia were $11,000 
less than the expenditure last year. 
tor that ship. In other wards, if you 
cut down the subsidy for that ship 
by $10,000 you will leave her $21,000 
short for this year. Personally I do 
not see ho,,· you can reduce that ser
vice on the West Coast. 

JIR. Pl'DDESTER.-1\lr. Chairman, 
during the time the Reid Xewfound-
1and Company operated the railway, 
the ships came under the management 
of the General Superintendent. 

Captain Dalton had no experience 
in the running of ships until he was 
given the Job by t.he Monroe adminis
tration, and if there is any man who 
lacks experience in the position he 
holds it is- Captain Dalton. He thinks 
he knows . it all, like other people who 
got swelled heads. Regarding the 
steamer ~Basque, my opinion is that 
she should be cut out, and I have yet 
to hear any man from the South 
West coast say that this service is a 
necessary one. There was a twelve
year contract brought before the Gov
ernment last year for this boat, but 
~he Government did not pass it. They 
had intended to bring the contract be
fore the House, but the contract did 
not go through the Committee of 
Council. Some members of the Ex
ecutive Government thought it was 
not the right and proper thing to do, 
and then the subsidy was put in the 
Estimates to carry it on year by year. 
Xevertheless, if another Government 
hq,ppens to come into power that vote 
wiH not be found in the Estimates. 
We have the "Glencoe" and "Portia'' 
(loing service on the South West 
Coast, and that is sufficient, particu-

larly in these strenuous times, and I 

do not think that this House is jus

tified in putting through $28,600 for 

that service from Ramea to Port aux 
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Basques. So far as the Opposition is 
concerned, we are going to hold dead 
against that amount going through. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
Mr. Chairman, I move, Sir, that this 
vote also be eliminated from the Esti
mates, because it is little more than 
duplicating the "Prospero.'' The "Earl 
of Devon" takes in a few harbors per
haps where the "Prospero" does not 
go, and if the Government are earnest 
and honest in their preachments of 
economy, here is a brilliant opportun
ity for them to economise. It is true 
the 'Earl of Devon" operated that ser
vice during the Monroe adm1nistra
tion, but it must be remembered she 
was chartered under different condi-

• tions then. She was chartered by the 
Monroe Government at $125 per day 
with all costs paid; but she was char
tered by the present Government at 
$95 per day for the hull alone. This 
means that a considerable amount of 
money found its way into the pockets 
cf certain members of this House, di
rectly or indirectly. If the Govern
ment will not entertain the idea of 
cutting out this boat, they should at 
least get back to the original charter 
price. I think it would be far better 
to save money in that way than to 
cut the salaries of the unfortunate 
school teachers and the other low 
paid civil servants. I know of places 
in this country where services are 
triplicated by having a bay service, . 
a railway service and a coastal ser
vice. and where people go to see the 
train arriving as a means of entertain
ment. Take the "Argyle," for in
stance, which not long ago carried 
1600 lbs. of freight for the -entire 
round trip; and conditions are similar 

all over the coast at the present time. 

The purchasing power of the people 

is not in evidence. You should make 

tremendous savings-at least $150,000 

-in the directions I have indicated, 

without inconveniencing t he trade of 
this country. 

MR. STRONG.-Mr. Chairman, re
ferring to the Lewisporte-Cook's Har
bor service, which should r ightly be 
called the Lewisporte-Flower 's Cove 
service, I want to contradict the Hon. 
the Leader of the Opposition, who said 
that by doing away with this service 
it would not inconvenience the trade 
or the fishermen of the district that I 
have the honor fo represent in this 
House. For about thirty years I have 
worked in that district in the conduct 
of the ordinary fish business of the 
country and very frequently when the 
S.S. Prospero was the only boa t on 
that route I have seen it happen that 
when certain goods were u rgently 
needed for the prosecution of the fish
ery, our fishermen were seriously ham
pere~ on account of having only one 
steamer making fortnightly t r ips, and 
very often the fishermen were without 
gasolene to operate their boats for 
ten or twelve days. On numerous oc
casions I have seen traps wrecked in 
the water as a result of heavy seas, 
and in this instance also were they 
handicapped because of the delay in 
getting material to make repairs to 
their gear. Perhaps , the Prospero 
would have gone up or down the coast 
::i. few days before, and it was of vi
tal importance to those fishermen to 
secure line and twine to repair their 
traps in order to get the fish when it 
was running. Any practical fisherman 
knows that the shortage of gasolene 
and the loss of twine is able to put 
any fisherman out of a voyage of fish, 
and I believe that every gentleman 
in this House who has any practical 
knowledge of the fishery knows this 
is a fact. Therefore, I claim that 
there is no service in this countr y 
more justifiable, at least so far as 
my district is concerned, than the 
Lewisporte-Flower's Cove service 
which we are considering in the Esti-
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t davl White Bay district is one 
mates o " ' 

f the largest fish-producing districts 
•
0 

this country-it is second only to 
1
;urin district-and it is of vital im

ortance to the people of this coun-
P t k . . tn· not to try o ma e a saving in a 
·a· v that would react against the " . principal producers of the country, 

_ and I claim that by making such a 
saving it would react against the bsst 
interests of the people that I have the 
11onor to represent. l can see many 
other ways in this country where sav
ings can be made. I can see quite 
near St. John's today where we could 
effect a saving that would not be a~ 
inconvenience to the producers of thP 
country. Years ago before I became 
actively identified with politics in this 
country I heard talk of building of 
branch railway lines, which I think 
have been demonstrated beyond per
adventure to the people of this coun
try as one of the most non-productive 
expenditures ever foisted upon the 
.,,,onle of Newfoundand, and today do 
I say that if we are going to retrench 
with regard to any of our transporta
tion services let us retrench some
where where there is no possibility 
"f a reaction against the fishing in
dustry of this country. Take the Bay 
cle Verde branch as an illustration. 
I submit, Sir. that that railway is 
sinking more in one year than the 
Lewisporte-Flower's Cove service is 
in two, and as far as I can learn is of 
very little benefit to the people it 
serves. Take the Hr. Grace-Carbonear 
branch. What people in that section 
want that service cut out, although it 
is not operated on a paying basis? 
Today you have highroads all over 
Conception Bay over which motor cars 
and motor trucks can pass and you 
can get to your destination by this 
method of conveyance just as econ
omically, and certainly much more 
nuickly, than by the railway. If a 
fisherman of Conception Bay needs 
gasolene or other material during the 

fishing season, he can get it from St. 
Joh n's in a few hours, even if the 
branch railway lines were never run
ning. But I maintain that these con
ditions in Conception Bay are alto
gether different from the conditions 
that exist in my district where the 
fishermen cannot get the things they 
urgently require if they have not got 

· a steamer to serve the district. The 
service to which I am referring takes 
in 18 :ports at which the "Prospero" 
does not call, as well as serving the 
places this ship serves. The Pros
pero does not call at those 18 ports, 
for it would be impossible for her to 
do all this work and keep up with her 
schedule. 

In 1928 I was asked by a number of 
my constituents to try and get the 
Prospero to call at these eighteen 
af9rementioned ports. I replied that, 
in my opinion, this would not be feas
ible. and that I could not conscien
tiously ask to have the boat diverted 
to the ports as they would throw her 
off the schedule without showing real 
results for the extra work, and make 
it impossible for the boat to make her 
trip in the two weeks. 

A few years ago the service I am 
now defending did run through this 
section and called at all these 18 
ports excepting the section from Cook's 
Hr. to Flower's Cove, and at the re
quest of large numbers of people, it 
was in 1929 again inaugurated. 

In pointing out the value of this 
service, another point I would like to 
mention is, the fact that it is in this 
~ection that the Grenfell Hospital is 
situated; and while I am on this sub
ject may I say that although I know 
this institution has been praised be
fore, still I am confident from my own 
personal knowledge that the good 
done by Dr. Grenfell and his wonder
ful staff of workers will never be told, 
and I would like to take this oppor-
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tunity of saying as one who was pres
ent in the early days of the inaugura
tion of this work, that the work done 
by this Hospital is really wonderful. 

Practically all the sick from that 
section of the country are treated 
there, and I think that when I say 
there are few cases from that district 
treated in the General Hospital of St. 
John's, those conversant with the 
facts will bear me out in this state
ment. 

Now, down there, there are no roads 
for transportation purposes, and let 
me tell the House that it is a godsend, 
nothing less, that when just after the 
Prospero has left and, as frequently -
happens, a serious accident occurs or 
say somebody develops acute appendi
citis, to know there is another boat 
only a couple of days away. We have 
no railway service up there, Mr. 
Chairman, and I say it would be un
just to the people I represent if this 
service were to be discontinued. 

It seems to be the idea when re
trenchments are necessary, to pick on 
certain districts. Well, I think that 
the branch railways are largely the 
cause of our trouble, and I don't see 
why my district should be forced to 
make a sacrifice because of that. 

Xow, :\Ir. Chairman, we are asked 
to vote $8,500.00 every year for light
ing the streets of St. John's. Well, 
down in "\Vhite Bay we don't have any 
5treet lights. The people of St. John's 
have just as good eyesight as we in 
the outports have, and I see no reason 
why they should not pay for their own 
lights instead of taxing the whole 
country for them, and if not let them 
find their way around in the night like 
the owls, the same as we in the out
norts. who have to help pay for St. 
John's street lights without having 
any of our own. 

X ow ,if I were to suggest seriously 
objecting to this vote for t he City 

• l , the St. John s peop e, and of course 
their members, would think I was 
very presumptious, and they would 
perhaps have a right to think so, but 
now that there are proposals for tak
ing _a public service away from the 
people I represent, well I am going to 
figbt them to the limit. 

I would like to take the honorable 
member for Placentia East, who sug
gests that this vote be cut out , for a 
trip to my district, providing he won't 
hold me responsible for the reception 
he gets. . I would not like to have 
l1 appen to him anything similar to 
what happened in Western Bay some 
ye~rs ago. 

Now, in conclusion, may I say that 
to best of my knowledge this parti
cular boat. or rather service, turned 
in an income of $14.000.00 last year, 
and you cannot expect a new service 
to be very successful until you have 
given it a few years to build up , and 
I think that it might be quite possible 
to build up a service such as this, and 
all I have to say is, that I am pre
pared to stand by what I have said, 
and that I am going to do my best to 
look after and protect the interests of 
those I have the honor to represent. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSI TIOX.
Mr. Chairman, in reply to the very 
sensible remarks of the honorable 
gentleman on the other side of the 
House, may I say that the service 
there is not yet cut out, and far be i t 
from me to suggest it if I thought i t 
"\Yas of any real benefit. 

However, I am afraid I am still un
c:.mvinced. I contend that this ser
vice, put there by the Monroe govern
ment, and put there. I believe, in a 
moment of weakness, was a decided 
mistake, and I firmly believe that had 
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ther remained in power another. year 
this service would have been cut out. 

Regarding the $14,000.00 the honor
~ ble member told us this service had 
earned, I think there is some mistake. 
Last year the boat earned $39,000.00 
including her subsidy of $35,000.00. 
Tbis means her earning would be 
$4,000.00, instead of $14,000.$$; and as 
expenditure was $41,500.00, the net loss 
was over $2,000.00. 

r don't see what real use this boat 
is to the people and I don't think she 
5 erves any practical purpose. 

JIR. BR01Y:X-Mr. Chairman, I quite 
agree with what the Hon. m.ember for 
n11ite Bay has said. The District of 
·white Bay has no Highroads, and it 
shoul'd not have it's Coastal Service 
cut down. It is the only way the peo
ple have for transportation. It isn't 
~erYerl by any of the branch lines of 
the Raihvay, \V'hich are costin1g the 
country so much. It would be better 
to cut out the Bay de Verde train or 
the Trepassey train. What do these 
people want trains for. They've got 
their Highroads for transportation 
purposes. The rail way is costing the 
country too much money. Look at the 
Railway deficit this yeaT. 

Xow, Mr. Chairman, I've got some 
information here dealing with the 
Railway subject. I went around and 
pieced it together from information 
I got from different people, some from 
one man, some from another, and I 
am going to read it now, and I want 
the reporter to take it tlown, and take 
it down correctly. 

Your rail way this year shows a de
ficit of over a half million dollars, 
and this is on operating account. 

· Of course, this loss is attributed to 
general depression that is existing 
.inst now. But there are some points 
that I would like cleared up before 

accepting this excuse. Our railway is 
heavily subsidiz~d. Our steamships 
get a large subsidy, all capital ex
penditure is provided for by the Gov
ernment, and Government patronage is 
paid for in full by the Government. 
All charges asked by the Railway of 
the public are paid, and yet we find 
a loss of seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. Surely there must 
be a cause, that the country and the 
Government don't know of, especially 
when we find outside carriers taking 
trade from our raihvay and steamers. 
Farqu~har & Co., of Halifax op

erates a few steamers along the coast. 
Their rates are lower and their pat
ronage is greater. They get no subsidy, 
and their trade has grown to such an 
extent that they are warranted in get
ting a new steamer for freight and 
passengers built at ::\Iahone Bay this 
season for the West Coast trade of 
X ewfoundland. 

The l\Iarine Agencies operate ships 
and Po doubt successfully, they get no 
sub8idy. 

. 
The Clark Steamship Co operates 

large, powerful, well equipped ship3 
into Corner Brook, and have taken our 
Gulf trade, both in freight and pas
sengers. They are subsidized by the 
Canadian Government, but they are 
expanding their business so much so 
that this year they plan to a"dd the 
Labrador ports of call to their service, 
which will no doubt cut further into 
our Straits service. In view of the 
above I have yet to be convinced that 
our railway and subsidary services are 
properly and economically managed 
when it shows tremendous losses on 
operation. 

As I see it the Railway operations 
are a loose disjointed system. You 
have the best and most willing men 
as employees engaged in the service, 
but they are discouraged by the re-
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sults, their pay is lower than any rail
way employees in Canada or the 
United States, their hours are longer. 
and their encouragement is less. I 
have been speaking to a great many 
of our railway men about the railway, 
they claim they simply do as told, 
which in itself is very commendable. 
They cannot make a suggestion for 
the benefit of the service, fearing they 
may get fired, in other words, "you do 
as you are told, I am running the job." 
They conclude they have no one to 
give their confidence or suggestions to, 
the heads of Departments are in the 
same position as themselves and are 
afraid to make suggestions for the 
well-being of the outfit, they claim 
they are only laughed at. 

I have heard of a case where a man 
fully qualified by years of service, ex
perience and training, a practical man 
in every respect, offered his services 
to the Commission, but what was the 
result. This man was given a large 
increase in salary and stowed a way 
with pracically nothing to do. His 
livlihood for himself and family was 
to be considered. He could, therefore, 
do nothing but take his money and 
stay quiet and suffer the agonies of 
seeing the rail way Sink, Sink, SLnk, 
as is plainly shown even in the last 
Railway Bulletin issued, where freight 
and passengers have decrease'd every 
year, 1929 to 1931. 

There are a number of men con
nected with the Railway who are 
willing to stake their reputation 
that they could assist it to do 
better if given a chance, but their 
services will not be availed of, I ask 
why? Take your railway rates and 
freight, also your passenger rates, 
they are pre-war and post-war, and the 
majority of them were in force "'W'hen 
the railway was first established, and 
in the days of the late E. W. Taylor. 
Go to any station and see the tariffs 

with . their circulars and supplemea 
by the dozen. It needs an exPe 
understa.n'd them. If no other ex rt 
the time lost in compiling and 
ing and cor·recting, and other I 
is sufficient to causo a biig deficit 
time counts. 

What the Railway employees 
clamouring for is a man of pra 
kn0wledge, one Who can undel'B 
tr eir grievances and suggeetioos, 
would talk to them on the Rail-..... ~ 
good. The management has all 
time taken up with Executive w 
and the actual railway work recel 
but scant attention. Ask the peo 
around Conception Bay about th 
trade, "'\Vm. Dawe & So-ns about 
drums and their propositioos re 
see why we lose thousands of doU 
by not handling sa.me. Ask the .._.._ 
of Carbonear how they are shipp 
their salmon boxes this year. Ask 
people of Curling about the fr 
salmon shipments from the Stral 
Pcints and coming summer, via 
gona. Ask the trade of St. John's 
the rates and their reasons for 
routing their goods via the Rail 
also what was the amount lost 1 
year on pulpwood owing to the A. 
D. Company shutting down on 
hauling of their wood on account 
the rail way adjusting their rates 
the midst of their operations. Yov 
Railway is losing eight to ten thor 
sand dollars a week this year as COllt': 

pared with last year. 

man in the General 
Agents Department. There are m• 
in the service in other Departments 
that could be transferred to the 
partments referred to without m 
extra cost, if any, at all for the P 
ent, but if any improvem~nts sho 
within a year then pay them acco 
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ingly. You, therefore, stand no chance 
of a loss on thi3 account. I therefore, 
make this a proposit:on, that a Gen
eral Superintendent and an Assistant 
General Freight Agent be appointed 
to the ~ewfoundland Railway, with no 
increase of pay until such a time as 
the roads show a decrease in the pres
ent yearly deficit. 

r have taken this matter up during 
the last three weeks and have re
ceived my information from various 
people who were in a position to know 
what they were talking about, and I 
certainly think it is time that this 
House went into the matter and took 
a serious view of what is going on. 
We are faced with a large deficit from 
the railway every year and the Gov
eernment asks no questions but sim
ply pays out the money that is demand
ed of them. Last year, owing to the 
additional amount charged the A.N.D. 
Co. for cars, considerable work was 
lost and many of the men in the lum
ber woods lost their jobs. Another 
result of this extra charge was that 
the men only received 90 cents a cord 
for the wood, instead of $1.00; and it 
is our job as their representatives in 
this House to see that mistakes are 
:not caused by incompetent Govern
ment officials that will lose money for 
the ordinary working man. 

Then we are told about the losses 
on the branch railways, and I am in
formed that on the Bonavista Branch 
last year the Government had to pay 
a loss of $70,000; but I want to inform 
this House that if a chartered ac
countant was to swear on oath that 
that branch lost $70,000 last year, I 
would not believe him. I know that 
road and I know that there are al
ways great numbers of passengers on 
the trains and a great deal of freight 
passes over the road. The same thing 
applies to the Bay de Verde branch. 

Another thing I would like to point 

out is that the Coastal boats are not 
making nearly as much money as they 
should be making, and the reason ror 
this is because they are being run un
der the same management as the rail
\"'7ay and they should not be. I say 
that if the coastal boats were placed 
in charge of Mr. Foley and Capt. Dal
ton they would make from 40 to 50 
thousand dollars a year more. 

My proposition is that Capt. Dalton 
should have charge and have all to do 
with the repairs and sailings of the 
ships. But under the present condi
tions that is not so. The boats go on 
dock for repairs, and what is the re
sult: As soon as they go there Mr. 
Harvey fills the boats with men, which 
costs the Government a lot of unneces
sary money. 

JIR. EilIERSON.- Mr. Chairman, 
don't you think it is very unfair for 
us to be criticising and discussing the 
characters and reputations of men 
'''ho are not here to defend them
~elves. 

!IR. BRO,U.-I am not discussing 
or criticising their characters. 

JIB. EMERSO~.-I suggest that we 
should not get into debate on this sub
ject. 

lIR. BROWN.-Are you afraid that 
I might make a true statement that 
would effect some friend of yours. 

JIIL E'JIERSO:Y.-Frankly -I don't 
think it is fair for us to discuss them. 

lIR. BRO~.-I was not discussing 
their character, 'lmt their ability, and 
when we were elected to this Chamber 
there were certain responsibilities 
rl~ced in our care. We pay these of
ficials with money belonging to the 
neonle of the country, and I say that 
we have the right to discuss them. 

Capt. Dalton is undoubtedly a good 
man. When he was first appointed (I 
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telieve that Sir John Crosbie was re
sponsible for the appointment) I sat 
in opposition and thought that the ap
pointment should not have been made, 
but since then I have changed my 
opinion, and today I don't think we 
have in this country a more efficient 
man than the same Capt. Dalton. 

JIR. PlTDDESTER.-If Capt. Dalton 
is the ships' husband, don't you think 
that it is his job to see that l\1r. Har
vey does not fill the ships with men 
"hen they go on dock. 

~IR. BROl VN.-Perhaps I was wrong 
in saying that l\Ir. Harvey fills the 
ships with men, but if he does not do 
it, then there are others who do. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to say that in my op1n10n 
the handling of these boats should be 
taken from the control of l\lr. Russell 
and left in the hands of men 'vho are 
familiar with the handling of them 
and who would give better service. 
Let Mr. Russell stick to the Railway. 

~IR. PD>DESTER.-1\Ir. Chairman, 
I would like to say a few words with 
reference to the remarks that have 
already been made. I am glad to see 
that at least one mem•ber of the Gov
E:rnment has the courage of his con
victions and is prepared to stand u p 
in the House and defend his district 
service. Reference has been made to 
the eliminating of the branch rail
ways, and I want to say that unless 
things change a lot for the better I 
am prepared to go as far towards re
ci.uction as any man in this House. 
The whole fact of the matter is that 
we are living under post-war condi
tions. Those who read history will 
know that during the past century 
and a half similar conditions have 
followed upon wars in the past, and 
it is doing no good for us to expect 
1ww to get back to the same prosper
ity and easy living conditions as in 

1914. "\Ve have got to face the must 
now. The affairs of the country a e 
in a most critical condition , and r: 
ductions have to be made wherever 
possible. The Government has made 
some effort during this sess\on toward 

d 
. I 

re uct10n, but I say, Sir , they have 
not gone far enough. It is said that 
the Bay de Verde branch r ailway haa 
lost $29,000 during the past year, and 
cf that, Sir, I am not altogether con
vinced. For instance, a man has to 
i>ay 45c freight for a barrel of flour 
from St. John's to Old Perlican. or 
tt.is, 30c is charged from St. John's 
to Carbonear, and the remaining 15c 
from Carbonear on. That is to say 
two-thirds of the freight is charged 
as far as Carbon ear and the remaininc 
cne-third is charged for freight on the 
Bay de Verde branch. From that it 
must be evident that Carbonear gets 
credit for a lot that would never 
come its way but for the Bay de 
Verde branch. However, if this 
1'branch is going to be done away with, 
I want to say, here and now, that I am 
prepared to take what is coming. If 
we are to survive at all, in my opin
ion. drastic reductions will h~ve to be 
P'ade. 

The Government itself must realise 
how critical things are at present, 
and the reason why, Sir, thev do noth
ing towards better ing conditions is 
because the rank and file of the party 
a re not prepared to make sacr ifices 
n nd get down to brass tacks. And 
the sooner it is realised that this is 
absolutely necessary, the better for 
all concerned. We have here now 
three services that can be eliminated 
at a total saving of over $98,000~ to 
the country, and this elimination is 
not favored by the Government. It 
i~ only natural for every member to 
try to defend the votes for his own 
C.istrict, but unless we begin some
where we will be bankrupt in five 
years, and placed in the hands of re-
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ceivers. To hear some of the honor
able members talk one would think 
we were a country of two hundred 

d fiftY millions instead of two hun-
an · 
dred and fifty thousand. We can't 
compare at all with these great coun
tries. and the sooner we realise that 
we have got to make sacrifices, the 

- better. In 1928 the steamship subsidies 
proounted to $423.299, and in 1930-31 
theY have increased to $600,000, and if 
that carries on. in a couple of years 
tbeY will amount to $300,000. Steamer 
running on the side has al ways •been 
a fertile field for politicians to drag 
money out of the government. Here 
we are, throwing out money right and 
left, getting everything in the world, 
and _bankruptcy staring us in the face. 
Is this going to be our legacy to pos
tt!rity? I agree with the honorable 
member for Green Bay when he says, 
"let St. John's pay for its own lights." 
It is no more for St. John's to pay 
for its own lights than for Carbonear 
or Bay Roberts. 

Let us then try to get together and 
cut out everything we can do with
out: Let :\Ir. Strong try to get along 
with one boat in his district, and for 
me to try to do with busses and trucks 
in mine. If we don't cut our service we 
are bound to have trouble very short
}\". - Let us be sincere and try to cut 
everything we can. The situation is 
so serious now that politics ought not 
le considered at all. We are now 
facing one of the hardest years that 
Newfoundland ever had to face. 

ROX. JilXISTER FINANCE AND 
CrSTOJIS-l\Ir. Chairman, I have been 
listening to this very interesting dis
cussion by the members on both side.s 
C'f the House, on our railway and our 
~'h:"S A t 

• ::in11 o l\Ir. Puddester I have 
been paying particular attention. 

Whatever the Government does is 
wrong. If we make a cut, we find the 
Opposition-and, of course, the Even-

ing Telegram-abusing the Govern
ment because we're cutting someone's 
salaries; making politics of it. What
ever the Government does, the paper 
v.-El be full of it next week, and they 
a re all the same. All you got to do 
is give them a printing order. Yes, no 
matter who they are you can buy 
them all for a nickel. 

Now, gentlemen, our bonds are 
selling at 102, and I think it ill be
booves any member of this House to 
criticise the Government to such an 
extent as to prejudice us in the rais
ing of our loan. There's nothing 
crooked about it. I have just brought 
in the Budget and it's correct and 
perfectly straight. There's not a bit 
of cookery in it; it shows the actual 
position as it exists. 

Speaking of our railway, well, it's 
too expensive altogether. Every year 
it costs the country a very large s~. 
'Vell, we can't help that; we were 
saddled with the railway and we've 
had to keep it going; and in this re
spect I quite agree with what has 
bE.en said by the various gentlemen 
who spoke on the subject. 

But we've got to cut it out. The 
r-::iilway must 1be run more cheaply. 
The officials of the railway seem to 
h~ve no idea that they belong to the 
country as well as the railway. They 
seem to think that all they have to 
do is to ask for the money and it will 
be given to them. They seem to have 
no responsibility; all they seem to 
think is that everything they ask for 
will be given to them. That's got to 
stop. 

~ow, we were talking about the 
25 % reduction. Well, we intend to ef
fect this cut without the Government 
ships suffering; and I don't want the 
Opposition to try and play politics 
with this matter. Every politician 
isn't a robber. Politics are a pleasure 
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and I say that I like being a poli
tician. But I'm not a robber, and not 
every politician is a robber, and I ob
ject to the remarks of some of the 
members implying that this i~ so, 
and referring to me in this connec
tion. 

As I said before, the Railway offi
cials must be made to realise that 
economy must be practised. The rail
way costs over $250,000.00 a year. I 
imagine they must think the money 
comes from the Man in the Moon. Any
way, something has to be done; if 
necessary, the branch lipes must be 
closed down. Last year the Trepassey 
branch road cost over $46,000, and 
the Bay de Verde line cost $29,000. 
and I don't know how much the 
Heart's Content line cost. Now we've 
got to quit playing politics. However, 
no matter what I say there'll be edi
twials in the papers tomorrow abus
ing me, stating, "Cashin is closing 
down the railway; what about the 
railway employees, and what about 
Ferryland ?" so as to hurt me in my 
constituency. Yes; I'll bet that within 
a week there'll be somethin~ to that 
effect in the papers. I'll bet $5 to 5 
cents. 

Well I don't care what they say. 
They're not worth worrying about. 
You can buy any of them, I don't 
care who they are or what side they 
are on. 

Regarding this reduction; someone 
probably thinks we are trying to take 
it from the Railway and give it to 
some members of our party. We're 
-r..ot going to reduce the Prospero's 
subsidy to $30,000 from $40,000: nei
ther are we going to reduce the Sa
gona's subsidy from $40,000 to $30,000. 
We're going to manage without th{s; 
now you can take the vote if you like. 

::llR. EJIERSON.-Mr. Chairman, it 
seems to me that the discussion about 

this vote for the "Basque" prove1 
conclusively how perfetctiy, indefen-
sible is the position of the Govern
ment. We have heard the Finance 
Minister :flambuoyantly charging the 
members of the Opposition with play. 
ing politics, and that we wanted cer
tain votes cut out for political purp0-
ses. You have not yet defended that 
service. It is not a matter of P<>litics 
with the Opposition, and we have not 
a district interested in that service. 
If it is cut out it will not affect the 
Opposition one way or the other. Still 
we are told here that the Government 
has come in with cuts and we will 
not agree with them, and · when we 
suggest a cut they will not agree to 
it; but you do propose to cut the sal
aries of a large number of people in 
the country who can ill afford to have 
their pay reduced. You say that is 
politics, and I will tell you why you 
say it. You know in your heart of 
hearts that a statement like that ii 
popular, and the fact that it is popu
lar does not affect you. You know. 
and every member of your party 
knows. that it is as absurd as it is un
just to cut the salaries of already 
i::mall-salaried civil servants, and you 
will not cut the subsidies for the 
"Earl of Devon" and the "Basque," 
and the reason for it is that you .are 
rushed from behind and you cannot 
help yourself. The Finance Minister 
also spoke about closing the branch 
lines of railway. To that proposition 
I say "ouite right." And in order to 
make sure that we will not lose the 
money like we are losing at the pres
ent time, he ought to have the rails 
taken up so that these branches will 
be closed when we get in office. We 
are loosing too much money on branch 
railways, and the more curtailing of 
them the better, as everybody knows 

that motor cars and trucks are 

taking trade from the branch lines of 

railway. 
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I entirely disagree with the method 
en1ployed by the Finance l\lember and 
the member for Twillingate in deal
ing with individuals in the civil ser
vice. ·when speaking of reducing sal
aries, I do not think it is fair to bring 
up names in the House. As far as I 
know l\Ir. Russell is an excellent 
railway man. Capt. Dalton claims to 
be one also, and as far as this country 
knows they are both good officials. 
The Finance Minister claims to be al
&o a railroad man as well as a ship
ping man. Now, I would like to know 
who would be the choice of the Fin
ance l\linister and l\lr. Brown to put 
in the place of :\Ir. Russell and Capt. 
Dalton, and then let us see what 
would happen. I think, however, that 
such stringent criticism of these two 
gentlemen is unwarranted and unfair, 
particularly when they cannot defend 
themselves. 

ROX. ilIIXISTER FlNANCE AND 
rrSTOJIS.-Xo one attacked them 

)JR. EJIERSO:X.-Mr. Chairman. the 
::\Iinister and the member for Twillin
gate said that one or the other, or 
both, were incompetent, and I think 
statements like that should be depre
cated by the House. So far as the 
two steamships services are concern
ed, I think the best thing to do is to 
abolish them. I do not agree with the 
comments of the member for White 
Bay on this subject. It is very ex
cellent to have a boat calling every 
day near our homes, but he has to 
bear in mind that it is a question of 
paying the price. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
Mr. Chairman, I agree with the hon
orable member for Placentia East so 
far as using the names of civil ser
vants is concerned. I think we 
should refrain as much as possible 
from using their names here in dis
cussion. If I had any complaint to 
rriake I would go to the head of a de-

partment and ask for a remedy. Goy
ernment members think we are de
fending the railway. Personally I 
have not enough knowledge of rail
road matters to talk on it. All I 
know is we are spending a consider
able amount of money on it, and if 
we can save it I think it would be a 
splendid thing to do. I think it is 
time to have an investigation of our 
railway affairs unless you want 
things go on indefinitely and keep on 
multiplying our indebtedness on rail
way account until it reaches a fabu
lous sum. I have some little experi
ence in managing a business and I 
know what it means to get down to 
business-like methods, and it is 
astounding how much money can be 
saved if business-like a:nethods: are 
employed in connection with the run
ning of our railway and costal steam
ers. 

The other evening when we were 
discussing the votes of the Con
troller's Department, the Finance :\'lin
ister was very touchy over the criti
cism made from this side of the 
House. Xow, it's an evil mind that 
prompts a man to unfairly criticise 
another man. A Government paper 
stated publicly a few days ago that I 
objected to the reduction of the sal
ary of the Chairman of the Board 
of Liquor Control. I did nothing of 
the kind. I simply disapproved of 
the light-hearted, jocose way in which 
the reduction was made, as I think 
it is an unfair way to deliberate when 
cutting any man's salary. I think it is 
bad enough for a man to get a salary 
cut, without sneering at the victim of 
the cut. I think we should do it in 
the way that we feel a sense of respon
sjbility for our actions. 

\\Then we recall the good old days 
of the last Squires regime and the 
scandals that occurred at the Liquor 
Department, we can appreciate what 
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~ good man l\Ir. l\Ii:fflin is. "\Yb.en you 
remember that $200,000 in connection 
with the sales of liquor disappeared 
in one year in that Department. I 
think we can bless our stars that we 
have such a reliable and competent 
man as Mr. l\Ii:fflen at the head of the 
Department now. He has cleaned up 
the mess that was there, and whilst I 
hold no brief for Mr. l\Ii:fflin, I do say 
that he has done his duty fearlessly 
and honestly. I repeat, Sir, that if we 
are going to cut the salaries of any 
civil servants here, let us do it in a 
decent manner. 

JlR. PlTDDESTER~Why didn't the 
Government pay the Railway the 
amounts outstanding during the last 
three or four years? 

HON. SIR lYILLIAJI COAKER.
The amounts were disputed. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
these were legitimate claims for sub
sidies and could not be called deficits 
of the railway, but should be shown 
as a deficit of the Government. 

While I am on my feet, there is just 
one thing further I would like to say 
in justice to myself, and that is in 
connection with the reduction of sal
aries. Whenever I move that a salary 
should be reduced I do so because I 
think that too much is being paid. I 
now move that the $35,000 subsidy for 
the "Earl of Devon" should be deleted 
from the estimates. 

HON. SIR 1TILLIAJ9 COAKER.
::\1r. Chairman, can that motion be 
withdrawn. As the l\Iinister of Fin
ance pointed out to you, the Govern
ment is trying to curtail the services 
and to reduce eLpenditures, and up to 
tbe present time it has not made any 
definite decision as to whether this 
boat will be running this year. There 
has been no contract signed, but if 
the honorable member for Bay de 
Verde puts that motion it will be de-

feated and will put the Government 1 
the position that they will have t: 
operate this service. 

JIR. EMERSOX.-You mean to say 
that you are going to defeat this mo
tion even though you know it is bein 
made in the interests of the countr: 

3IR. P"CDDESTER.-If the Hon Min
ister will guarantee me or give me a 
promise that he will do his best to 
have the Government to cut out this 
service, then I will withdraw my mo
tion. 

ROX. SIR lrILLIAJI COAKER
r will promise. 

HOX. JIIXISTER FIX ANCE AND 
CrSTOJIS.-:i\Ir. Chairman I have 
spent this whole afternoon pointing 
this out to the members of the OP
position and apparently they have not 
believed me, but I want to state right 
here and now that I have yet to make 
a false statement in this House. I 
have spent the last hour bellowing 
my head and lungs off trying to con
vince the members opposite about 
these reductions, but they ignored me 
and have taken the word of another 
member of the Government when they 
refused to take my word. 

MR~ PUDDESTER.-That is not 
correct. We did not disbelieve you, 
but now that we find that you have the 
hacking of another Minister we are 
prepared to accept the statements. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-The 1\'.Iinister of 
Fjnance made certain statements, but 
<lid not give any assurances. 

:!\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reprJrted that they had iconsidered 
the matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
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the committee have leave to sit again. 
pursuant to order, and on motion 

of the Hon. Minister of Finance and 
customs, the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole to con
sider the Bill entitled "An Act to 
.Amend the St. John's Municipal Act, 

1921." 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HOX. MIXIST.ER FINANCE A.:.~D 
crSTO~US.-::\Ir. Chairman it gives me 
great pleasure to be given the privi
lege of introducing this :\funicipal Bill 
!nto Committee. I have not had suffi
cient time to prepare any set remarks 
in connection with the Bill. The Bill 
before the Committee at the present 
time introduces several amendments 
to the existing Municipal Act which 
was passed in 1921. The original Bill 
presented to the Select Committee of 
which I was chairman, had incorpor
ated in it sections asking for power 
to borrow money on the credit of the 
city. These powers we could not see 
fit-could not see our way clear, at 
the moment, at any rate-to extend to 
the ~Iunicipal Council, but the other 
amendments to the Act, which are in
corporated in this Bill now before us, 
give the City Council considerably 
more latitude with regard to assessing 
proper taxes on properties through
out the City. It is a well-known fact 
to all-and particularly those of us 
who live in St. John's-that at the 
present time appraisement values on 
properties are anything but equitable. 
I know personally of properties that 
are valued for rental at 50% below 
their actual rental value. We know 
cf houses that are rented to tenants 
in St. John's for which the owners are 
drawing down large rents and are pay
ing taxes on quarter the rents they 
a re drawing down. We do know of 

houses owned by certain individuals 
in the city which are valued at a much 
lower rental than they would receive, 
provided these houses were put on the 
market for rents. I think I make my 
roint quite clear in that respect . 

Certain sections of this ~f unicipal 
Bill give the Council certain powers 
·whereby they can overcome the· situa
tion I have just outlined. In addition 
to that, the Loan Bill, which has al
ready been introduced, provides for a 
loan of $1,000,000 to be given or to be 
loaned by the Government, so to 
speak, to the Municipal Council, on 
which million the Municipal Council 
is to pay the Government 5% annu
ally which the Government has to pay 
the bond owners; and furthermore 
that the Council will pay its propor
tion cf the cost of raising that loan. 

When the Council is handed over 
this money, it has a considerable pro
gram under way, such as the exten
sion of water and sewerage, for which 
they propose to spend $250,000; town 
planning and housing $150,000; re
placing Water Street pavement and 
extending, $150,000; paving Duckworth 
and Xew Gower Streets, $150,000; pav
ing Long Bridge approaches, $25,000; 
markets, parks and playgrounds, $25,-
000; other capital expenditures, plant 
Pquipment', replacements, .expenses, 
1 aising loan, contingencies, etc, $100,-
000; that covers the full million dol
lars. 

X ow, l\fr. Chairman, it is not the 
intention of the Municipal Council 
when we hand over this money to 
them, to go right in and spend the 
whole million at once. My informa
tion, I can assure the Committee, is 
rhis, that the Council proposes to 
spend this money very economically. 
They are going to spend a quart.er of 
a million or a little more, a year, while 
that million dollars lasts. 
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We are all well a ware today that 
the water and sewerage service of this 
city is not what it might be, that it 
has not been extended to various 
places to which it should be, that the 
paving of Duckworth Street and N'ew 
Gower Street is absolutely essential; 
the further paving of Water Street, 
which is in a disgraceful condition at 
the r,. ... ·esent time, is absolutely neces
sary; furthermore, that the paving of 
Military and LeMarchant Roads is a 
necessity in order that we may be able 
to present a city worth li~ing in. 

Furthermore, Mr. Chairman, apart 
from all this and apart from the ab
solute necessity of having to do this, 
of having to make these improvements, 
''ve must look at present day condi
tions. It is not the intention of the 
Government, in passing over this 
money,this million dollars, to the Coun
cil, to just do it for political purposes, 
"because the Government is not going 
to have any say in the expenditure 
of the money. But this much we dn 
say, that at the present time we have 
in the city considerable unemploy
ment. This money, in addition to 
beautifying, if I might put it that way, 
our city, and improving civic condi
tions, will give employment to a con
~iderable number of citizens. Tax
payers of the city, who are paying 
taxes to the city directly or indirect
ly, will have an opportunity of getting 
constant employment during the com
ing •seai::on. We realise, Mr. Chairman, 
that living conditions in the country 
at the present time are not so optim
istic as they might be; that numbers 
of our people are out of work, and that 
ri.o productive work is in sight at the 
uresent time; consequently, I feel, 
)Ir. Chairman, in bringing this Bill 
hefore the Committee, ..that in addition 

'./'... 

to my privilege of being somewhat 
instrumental, and speaking on behalf 
of the Government, of being able to 
do something towards improving the 

city, which is one of the main assets 
of the country no matter what people 
may say about it, in addition to that 
this money will give considerable em~ 
J,Jloyment and no doubt will r elieve 
a lo'" of future destitution as wen 
as that which may exist in the city 
at the present time. As we go through 
this Act tomorrow, Mr. Chairman, sec
tion by section, the various amPnd
ments which have been ratified in the 
Bill will be explained. T rue there 
is another amendment which has been 
presented to us, with refer ence to pro
perty owners. This amendm ent has 
not been absolutely decided upon; it 
is an amendment for legal minds to 
decide upon. We, as laymen, a re not 
in a position to say whether or not 
this amendment is desiraJble, but to
morrow we will have a definite opin
ion as to whether this amendment 
should be inserted in the Bill. 

The other sections of the Bill speak 
for themselves. I do not pr opose at 
this juncture, Mr. Chairman, t o ex
plain in detail every amendment to 
the 1921. Act, because it would take 
considerable time, but as we proceed 
in Committee and as we discuss this 
Bill I feel sure we will, on both s ides 
of the House, do so from an absolutely 
unbiased point of view, particularly 
those members for St. John's East 
and West who are possibly more in
terested than myself, representing as 
they do the citizens of St. John's. I 
feel that not alone will every member 
of the House, on both sides, be
cause, as I cannot help repeat
ing, whilst St. John's is our chief city 
and whilst it has been subject to 
criticism from both sides of the House, 
whereas it has productive powers and 
has to bear its share in the upkeep 
of the country, I am of the opinion ,. 
Mr. Chairman, that the principal town 
or city of any country speaks volumeS' 
for the whole of the country, and 
in that way, I have great pleasure in 
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being giyen an opportunity of fostering 

trying to foster this Bill through 
or · 
the committee stage. I don't propose 
to have any further remarks on the 
Bill at the present time. It is suffi
cient to say that when we go into 
committee tomorrow and discuss the 
various sections, if there is any ex
p 'a nation I can give which is in my 
r.ossession in regard to the Bill, I shall 
be only too delighted to give it for 
the information of the Committee. I 
think. :\Ir. Chairman, that we can rise 
the Committee until tomorrow. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
l\Ir. Chairman, as members for St. 
John's East, my colleague and myself 
were on the Select Committee on the 
Bill, and it met with our hearty ap-
1,roval. As the Hon. :\1inister of Fin
rnce has just stated, the city is to 
yisitors an indication of what the rest 
uf the country is like. I .am afraid 
that at the present time visitors to the 
c.ity must often be very far from be
ing prepossessed. 

This Bill gives the Council what I 
might term 'straw'' to enable them to 
make their bricks. Only a few years 
a go half the children who were born 
in St. John's were born in houses 
where there was no water or sewerage 
Tf this Bill is rassed it will enable 
the l\Iunicipal Council to a large ex
tent to overcome that condition. It 
will also enable them to give employ
ment, and if we can give our people 
employment and at the same time 
beautify the city. I think we have done 
something that is going to be very ad
vantageous to us. As the honorable 
introducer has stated. this is the Capi
tal city of the Island and it is not only 
the duty of the citizens of the city to 
do all they can to beautify it, but it 
seems to me that it is the duty of all 
of us-of the entire Island-to see that 
the seat of our parliament, the seat 
of our university and our principal 

schools, is such that we can ibe proud 
of it, and help to beautify it. There 
is only one thing that we, the mem
bers for the district of St. John's 
E::tst, would have been steadfast in 
setting our faces against, and that 
was an increased rate of taxation. 
However, it is not the intention to in
crease the rate of taxation, as the in
troducer of the Bill states. It is true, 
as he also states, that many of us, 
and all of us so far as I know, are 
not paying the taxation we should. 
The rental valuation of most proper
ties is much below what it should be. 
I know that I am paying about half 
what I should pay, and I know of other 
flouses in the city the owners of which 
Clre paying on a rental valuation 25% 
of what they should be, so that with
out increasing the taxation the city is 
~oing to get much larger revenue 
than it has been getting, and that 
revenue will be paid by people who 
are, I consider, well able to pay the 
tax. 

There is another matter which I 
don't think can be avoided. The 
~Hnister's explanation to us was very 
clear; that is, that the city is not 
able to borrow money on its own 
credit. It is regrettable, but in view 
of the very good explanation given 
by the Hon. the Minister of Finance 
I think it cannot be avoided. So far as 
the present is concerned it is consider
ed the city cannot do better than ac
cept the $1,000,000 loan raised by the 
Government, paying their proportion 
of the expense of raising that loan. 

There is nothing more to say, only 

that as members of the Select Com

mittee my colleague and myself are 

in hearty support of the Bill. I trust 

that it will meet with the approval of 

the members of this House and that 

it may be put through and come into 

effect as speedily as possible. 
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l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
I eported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

On motion this report was received 
::ind adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Relating to Salt 
Codfish" was read a second time, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
referred to a Committee of the "\Vhole 
House on to-morrow. 

The remaining orders of the day 
were deferred. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a ::\1essage from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act to Amend the Act 21, George V, 
Chapter 15 (Crown Lands Act, 1930)" 
v ithout amendment. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House that 
he had received a Message from the 
Legislative Council acquainting the 
House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act to Amend the War Pensions Act, 
1922," without amendment. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House ris&;; it adjourn un
til tomorrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

THl:RSD.AY, Jlay 7th, 

The House met at three of the cl 
in the afternoon, pursuant to 
journment. 

l\lr. Speaker informed the Ho 
that he had received a Message 
the Legislative Council acquain 
the House of Assembly that they 
passed the Bill sent up entitled " 
Act Relating to the Memorial Uni 
sity College, St. John's," with 
amendment. 

JIR. SCA~DIELL-}lr. Speaker, 
beg leave to present a petition sign 
by the Captain of the S. S. Mal 
and the First Mate and 72 male el 
ors of Bonavista South. The petiti 
ers ask that a lighthouse be erect 
at Haricut Point as they have la 
fleets of fishing schooners. This wo 
give a light and thus help to navig 
the port of St. Brendan's, where th 
point is situate. I would like to gt 
this petition my heartiest support. 
refer the petition to the Departme 
of Marine and Fisheries to which 
belongs and I might add that I 
personally take the matter up wi 
the Department later. 

Rt. Hon. the Prime 
notice that he would on to-morrow 
leave to introduce a Bill respecting th 
Export of Marine Shells from. 
Labrador. 

Mr. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 

Mr. Tobin gave notice of question. 
Pursuant to order and on motion 

of Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Custonis, the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole 
Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 
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BOX. MD'"ISTER OF FllANCE AXD 
crsTOJIS.-1\Ir. Chairman, we stop-
ed yesterday at the Lewisporte-Cook's 

~Iarbor vote. All sections, with the 
exception of these, have been fully 
discusecl. and I can assure the gentle
men opposite that the whole matter of 
subsidies has been under the consid
eration of the Government. We re
alise as well as the members of the 
Opposition, that the time is come when 
thec:e reductions will have to be made 
and as I already stated we have given 
the matter a great deal of considera-
tion. 

JIR. P(l)DESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
r would like to ask the l\Iinister of 
Posts and Telegraphs if it is the in
tention this year to run the two ex
tra trains across the country the same 
as they did last year? 

ROX. JIIXISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPJIS.-No. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
I trust that the Government will take 
this matter up with the Railway Com
mission, as I think it absolutely un
necessary to run these trains, certain
ly to run two of them. As a rule, 
1 here is hardly any passengers travel
ling by them and I think it is a great 
'v2ste of money. There is just one 
more question before the vote is pass
ed. In the Speech from the Throne 
there was a section dealing with the 
taking of the census, but I do not see 
any vote in the Estimates for this pur
pose. 

ROX. llIINISTER OF FINANCE AND 
CTJSTOJIS.-l.Ir. Chairman, when the 
Speech from the Throne was printed 
it was the intention of the Govern
ment to have the census taken, but at 
a subsequent 1Executive meeting it 
v.-as decided that it would not be es
sential to have it done this year and 
in view of the fact that we decided 

not to take it, is has not been included 
in the Estimates. 

i\IR. PLDDESTER.-l\fr. Chairman, 
under these circumstances that is 
all right, but I do not think it fair 
that is should be left out of the 
Estimates and after the House closes 
to have a Minute of Council passed 
and have it included. 

HOX.. MINISTE:It FINANCE AND 
trSTOMS.-I think that all the mem
bErs of the House have been supplied 
v:ith copies of the Resolutions, so I 
will just read them through. 

(Reads sections) 

RT. HON. THE PRillE MINISTER. 
-The Chairman of the Committee will 
leave the Chair so that we can attend 
at Government House to present the 
Address in Reply. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
certain Resolutions, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again. 

:\Ir. Speaker informed the House 
that in accordance with the intimation 
received, His Excellency the Gover
nor would receive the Address in Re
ply presently. 

Accordingly :\Ir. Speaker and the 
House proceeded to Government 
House, and being returned to the As
sembly Room, Mr. Speaker informed 
the House that His Excellency had 
received the Address of Thanks and 
has been pleased to reply thereto as 
follows: 
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Mr. SJ)eaker and Gentlen1en of the 
Honorable House of Assembly: 

I thank you for your Address in Re
ply to the Speech with which your 
present session was opened. 

(Sgd.) J. MIDDLETOX, 
Governor. 

Pursuant to order, and on motion 
of Hon. the i\Iinister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself in
to a Committee of the Whole to con
&ider certain Resolutions in relation 
to the raising of a Loan on the Credit 
of the Colony for certain Public 
Purposes. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HON. MIXISTER OF FIXANCE AXD 
CUSTOMS.-Mr. Chairman, the only 
change made in these Resolutions is 
that the amount of the loan has been 
raised from seven to eight millions. 

(Reads) 

X ow "G" represents the loan to the 
l\Iunicipal Council for the purposes of 
carrying out the proposed amendments 
to the 1921 Act. They have arranged 
with the Government that they will 
pay the expenses and interest on the 
loan of one million dollars solicited 
by them. It may be remarked that 
the Estimates are by reason of this in
correct by the amount paid out for 
expenses and the interest so due on 
this amount will be paid by the Coun
cil. It will be seen that the amounts 
balance. If there's any further in
formation I can give on this subject 
1 shall be only too pleased. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.-
1\Ir. Chairman. I must say that it 

very bad to have to borrow money 
for non-constructive purposes. I un
derstand one and a quarter million of 
-v~ hat we borrow is necessary to pay 

the interest on what we owe. However 
' we must have the money. The Gov-

ernment is not a business, if they were 
I think the Finance :\linister would 
experience great difficulty in obtain
ing the loan fr~m the bank. However 

' a government can usually borrow 
money where there are resources 
which are undeveloped owing to lack 
of capital and when they can pay the 
interest. Then the people lending the 
money are prepared to let the pr in
cipal take care of itself. I hope that 
by the time another twelve months has 
11assed some improvement will be no
ticed. 

MR. PUDDESTER.-1\Ir. Chairman, 
what is the amount of the public debt 
now, counting this intended loan? 

ROX. JIIXISTER FINANCE AXD 
r.t:STOMS.-That brings it up to 
$93,000.000.00. 

llIR~ PUDDESTER-Mr. Chairman, 
That's quite an amount. \Ve have 
bad to borrow a considerable sum 
to pay back the interest on what we 
owe. Of this, $250.000.00 is to go into 
general account. I suggest that a cer
tain sum be paid to the credit of the 
districts. Two years ago the loan 
was paid out on a per capita basis to 
certain districts, but of this the Op
position knew nothing. Now if there's 
going to be per capita distribution, 
then the Opposition are going to have 
their share. 

I suggest that part of this loan be 
paid to the districts on a per capita 
basis. where the money is greatly 
needed to help the people. The :fish
ing season is starting and every as
sistance that can be given should be 
given. What is the use of spending 
huge sums on the Highroads and get
ting no value for it. The apportion
ing of $1.0,000.00 to each district will 
not go very far and some special 
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assistance should be given to the dis
tricts for fishing purposes. 

I think it is only fair to the mem
bers of the various districts that if the 
money is going to be allocated it 
should not be spent on highroads, but 
given to the district.s to spend on local 
roads in order that the people of the 
districts might earn sufficient to sup
ply themselves for the fishery. The 
ten thousand dollars allocated year 
after year for the districts will not 
ue nearly sufficient for their need, 
tut if $150,000 plus $370,000 were allo
cated for this purpose it would facili
tate matters a great deal, and I would 
like very much if the Minister would 
give an understanding to the members 
of the House that additional money 
would be granted for this purpose. 

HON. ]Il:XISTER FINANCE AND 
f'rSTOJIS.-Mr. Chairman, in reply 
tc the honorable member for Bay de 
Yerde, I can assure him that I appre
ciate the vital necessity of this and 
will take the matter up with the Gov
ernment and I think that the chances 
are that the Government will approve. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
Mr. Chairman, as I understand it, the 
idea is to appropriate $500,000, none 
uf which will be spent on highroads, 
but all on local roads in the various 
districts. At the present time the 
highroads in most places are like bill
iard tables, but the local roads are in 
a frightful condition and residents 
find it almost impossible to get their 
produce and fishery supplies ov€r the 
roads, and I may say I think that this 
is an excellent idea and I hope the 
Minister arranges it. 

MR. QUINTO:N.-Mr. Chairman, I do 
not think that anything could be wiser 
than what has been suggested by the 
two previous speakers, and I can as
sure the Chairman that what the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition has said re-

garding the state of the roads in some 
of the districts is perfectly true. 
Whereas most of the highroads lead 
to nowhere, the local roads are of vi
tal importance. In my district some 
of the roads are in a frightful state 
and unless they are attended to imme
diately the people . living there will 
have to travel over them in danger of 
losing their lives. Another aspect of 
it is that it will give the men money 
to fit themselves out for the fishery. 

)IR. E:MERSON.-Mr. Chairman, be
fore dealing with the Resolutions, I 
would like to draw the Colonial Sec
retary's attention to my question No. 
64, which remains unanswered. I 
asked for it on March 25th, and have 
teen continually requesting a reply to 
it ever since. The answer to this 
question will have a great deal of in
fluence and may be very material to 
the financial position of this country. 
It has to do with the disposal of the 
B. Debenutres of the International 
Power and Paper Co. As there are 
two members of the Government on 
the Board of Directors of the Inter
national Power and Paper Co., I can
not see why this information should 
be so long being prepared. 

ROX. THE COLOXIAL SECRETARY 
-:WR. Chairman, the answer to this 
question will be tabled within a day 
or two. 

l'UR. E~IERSOX .-Mr. Chairman, in 
considering the question of the loan 
I would like to ask the Minister of 
Finance and Customs if it is his in
tention to look for tenders for the loan 
on the alternative basis of being 
either tax free or not tax free. 

RON. :MINISTER FINANCE A..."°D 
C"CSTOMS.-No, that is not our in
tention. 

JIB. EJIERSOX.-We seem to be the 
only country who are not doing it. 
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HOX. JIINISTER FINA.XCE AXD 
('USTOJIS.-1\"hen raising the loan in 
Canada last year they did not do it. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-l\Ir. Chairman, I 
believe that the latter way is the best 
even though we lose a couple of 
points in raising the loan because the 
Colony will benefit to a much greater 
extent in the end and the revenues will 
be more enhanced in a few years by 
1 he taxes collected if the loan is offer
ed on the basis that they have to pay 
taxes. 

I agree entirely with the idea of al
locating the amounts to the various 
districts and while we may have to be 
thankful for mercies received, the 
present amount allocated will not be 
nearly adequate to meet the needs of 
the districts. I hope, however, that 
the departments will receive their in
structions in this connection within a 
day or two, otherwise it will be too 
l~te for the purpose for which the 
money is needed and that is to allow 
the fishermen get their necessary sup
plies to prosecute the fishery this sea
son. 

As I have already pointed out in 
this House, I think it is only right and 
just that the Minister of Public Works 
should lay on the table of this House 
a programme for the Highroads. l\Iil
lions of dollars have already been 
spent and more and more is being 
spent all the time. The situation at 
present is extremely grave and I 
think that this House should know 
I1ow much monev the Government con
ttmplates spending on the Highroads 
and what Highroads they intend to 
snend it on. I agree that the High
roads officials have done excellent 
work in many respects, but we must 
remember that this country is still 
tlependent on the fishery, and if w.e 
take a m~n away from the fishery to 
work on the highroads for two years 
then he ceases to be a fisherman. 

JIR. PL-UDESTER.- l\Ir. Chairman 
I know a little about insurance on th~ 
Rail way and my experience was that 
it would pay the Reids to lose a ship 
a year and not insure · them against 
total loss, and if the ships were in
~ured against everything such as 
dockage, wharfage, delays, etc., there 
would be a much greater deficit on the 
Railway. ::.\'ly experience is that we 
sqved enough on insurance on the 
"Caribou" and other ships to cover 
the cost of repairs to the "Caribou.'• 

That $1.000,000.00 repayment loan, 
is that all spent? 

ROX. IDXISTER FIXAXCE AXD 
CUSTOMS.-There is about $80.000.00 
or $90,000.00 left. 

)TR. PrDDESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
up to the time that the Colonial Sec
retary answered my question, out of 
that loan raised from the Bank of 
I\tontreal. $830,0:JO.OO was spent. I 
would ask the Colonial Secretary if 
h~ would ~ive me a statement show
ing what has been spent since that 
and where have the appropriations 
gone. As I said, the Government pays 
$250,000.00 for improvements to the 
fisheries and a lot of this is appro
priated to a few districts. I would 
ask the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms if there is anything left out of 
this $250,000.00 would you be kind 
enough to divide this among the vari
ous districfs on a per capita basis, 
the same as the others. 

HON. JIIXISTER FIX ANCE AXD 
fU~TOllIS-I would be only too de
lighted. 

JIB. Pl'DDESTER.-lVfr. Chairman 
I represent a fishing district and I 
want to get all the money I can 
rossibly get so that my people can go 
on fishing and if the Government 
places this money in the Marine and 
Fisheries Department, I hope that 
every district gets a fair show. 
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HOS. :Jll:XISTER FIXA.XCE A:XD 
crsTO:lIS.- 1\Ir. Chairman, in reply 
to the honourable gentleman, I would 
sa y that if any amount is left over, the 
whole country will have the same 
privileges. 

I can appreciate the statement of 
:\Ir. Emerson regarding the Highroads 
prog1ramme, but we don't nieed _it. 
If we announce it, we will have to do 
every year, and we don't want to have 
this because we hope that in the 
course of a few years we will be able 
to discontinue this policy. 

JIR. l'lJDDESTEB.-If you give 
Highroads this $520,000 over to 

Commission you will 
thing all over again. 

the 
have the same 

JIR. TOBIN.- l\lr. Chairman, I agree 
with the previous speakers, especially 
··with r egard as to Commissioners. As 
:\Ir. Puddester said, he represents a 
fishing district. I have the same kind of 
a district. On last Saturday it looked 
like that the amount of marine work 
that would have to be done this year 
would not be very heavy, but today it 
is a different story. This morning I 
took an official of the Marine and 
Fisheries Department to my district 
a nd showed him the trouble the men 
had gone to to launch their dories 
for the salmon fishery-all the 
launchways had been swept away. 
The seas are very heavy today 
and when it calms down I am af.raid 
that it will be found that there will 
be nothing left. There is one place, 
Logy Bay, where the entire lau1chway 
is swept away and I .suggest to the 
l\'linister of Marine and Fisheriel-3 that 
this be repaired. There is $20,000.00 al
located for Marine Works in each dis
trict and as the pre-ceding speakers 
said, it is our business to get the men 
to the fisheries. There is a fr:ghtful 
amount of money spent on Highroads 
and I think that a lot of this money 
should be spent on the fisheries. 

MR. BENNETT-Mr. Chairman, in 
making reference to this matter, I 
would like to draw the attention of 
the House to Section (a), (Reads.) 

This was raised during the crisis of 
the "\Vorld \Var and I feel that if the 
British Government had been properly 
approached and It had been explained 
to them that we had got so little out 
of the war that they might have can
celled this loan or at least given up 
the interest until we had at least got 
on our feet again. I feel that if it had 
been pointed out that we had got so 
little from the war that this, burden 
would have been taken away and I 
am sure that they are in no hurry for 
the repayment. 

HO:X. MINISTER OF FINANCE AXD 
CUST03IS-Mr. Chairman, in reply to 
the Hon. Member, I would say that 
the British Government intimated that 
we should create a sinking fund to 
take care of war reparations. I quite 
realize what the Hon. Member says 
with regard to getting so little out of 
the war but they have been pressing 
us for money, they suggested that we 
create a sinking fund from the Ger
man reparations fund for this loan. 

MR. QrINTON-Is there further 
payments due us on account of repar
ations? 

HON. :JIBISTER OF FilANCE AND 
CL'STO:JIS-Yet, quite a lot. 

:JIU. QmTON-I don't agree with 
the Hon. Member for St. John's West 
Extern, all parts of the Empire made 
a sacrifice; after all the flag stands 
for something; I don't see why the 
taxpayers in the Old Country should 
be asked to pay our bills. 

::.UR. BENNETT-If we did not want 
to keep our identity in the days of 
the war the British taxpayers would 
have to pay our bills amounting to 
$33,000,000.00 which the war cost us. 
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Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
the said Resolutions with some amend
ment and recommended the introduc
tion of a Bill to give effect to the same. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and the Bill entitled "An 
Act for the Raising of a Loan on the 
Credit of the Dominion for certain 
Public Purposes" was introduced and 
read a first time and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a second 
time presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the Minister of 
Finance and Customs, the Bill en
titled "An Act for the Raising of a 
Loan on the Credit of the Dominion 
for certain Public Purposes" was read 
a second time, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole House presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the Minister 
of Finance and Customs, the Bill 
entitled "An Act for the Raising of a 
Loan on the Credit of the Dominion 
for certain Public Purposes" was 
read a second time, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be ref erred to a 
Committee of the "\Vhole House pres
ently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the Minister 
of Finance and Customs, the Bill en
titled ."An Act for the Raising of a 
Loan on the Credit of the Dominion 
for certain Public Purposes'' was 
read a third time and passed, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be en
grossed, being entitled as above, and 
that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a l\Iessage requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro
visions. 

JIR.. EJIERSOX-Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to ask the Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister is he a ware that the 
rules have been suspended in the 
Legislative Council? This has t!Vi
dently been done at the instigation 
of the Government. I would like to 
know if the Government proposes 
suspending the rules of this House 
also, with all this important legisla
tion before us. Has the Hon. gentle
man :::.ny intention of doing this? 
it:>' · ,.., -. ....- . 

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER~Mr. 
Speaker, there is no immediate in
tention. The Hon. gentlemen opposite 
have facilted the business of the 
House so much during this session 
that there is no necessity for such a 
course. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider the Bill en
titled "An A.ct to give effect to a 
Proctocol on Arbitration Clauses 
signed on behalf of His Majesty at a 
meeting of the Assembly of the League 
of .Nations held on the twenty-fourth 
day of September, 1923, and to a Con
vention on the Execution of Arbitral 
A wards signed on behalf of His 
Majesty at Geneva on the twenty
sixth day of September, 1927." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. ROX. PRDIE JIIXISTER-l\fr. 
Chairman, in 1923 at the Council of 
the League of Nations certain clauses 
with reference to arbitrations were 
adopted. These clauses are set forth 
in schedule "A11 of this Bill, and the 
object of this Bill is to put them into 
effect in Newfoundland. At present 
they are in force all over the British 
Empire or at least in all the self
governing Dominions. It was meant 
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to in t roduce them in 1928 and 1929, 
but they were passed over, as also in 
1930. It was thought they should not 
be passed over again this year, and 
so, when I was in London I conferred 
with certain eminent Law Officers of 
the Crown, and I think it quite · safe 
to pass the Bill without amendment 
as it is drafted by them. 

JIR. W:fNTER-I would ask the 
Prime Minister if this was considered 
at the Conference in 1929 with regards 
to Dominion legislation? 

RT. HON. THE PRIME JIINISTER 
- No, this was sponsored in 1923 at 
the League of Nations held on the 
24th of September, 1923, and signed 
in September, 1927, I think it was. 

llR. 1YIXTER-Why is it only com
ing to us now? 

RT. HO~. THE PRDIE MllISTER 
- Because it was lying at the Depart
ment of Justice and every Department 
of Justice did not know enough about 
it to bring it up, I frankly admit that 
I did not know sufficient about it to 
bring it up, I had to call in some out
side assistance. 

JIR. EMERSOX-Mr. Chairman, I 
g lanced through this Bill and we do 
not take any responsibility for the 
verbage, that is a matter for the De
partment of Justice and it is their 
responsibility. I think that it is un
objectionable to bring us into line 
with the other parts of the Empire. 
There is one point I would like to 
make and that is in the case of ar
bitration between a Frenchman and 
a Newfoundlander in France, it would 
be necessary for him if he was suc
cessful to come to this country and 
sue again and so all the value would 
be lost. There is a little hardship 
of Members of this House in having 
Bills of a highly technical character 
coming before the House so late in 

a busy session and consequently it is 
impossible to see whether this exact 
legislation meets with the entire ap
proval of the House. As regards the 
principle of the Bill, the only ques
tion in my mind is that if there is an 
arbitration in Newfoundland between 
a Newfoundlander and a Frenchman, 
and the Newfoundlander was success
ful and he went to France, would he 
be accorded the same treatment that 
we would give a Frenchman if he 
were to come here. The reference 
in the schedule to the convention at 
Geneva does not set forth the coun
tries who are signatories, but I sup
pose that can be ascertained. There 
is another question, does this affect 
relations between ourselves and the 
countries of the Dominion? How does 
this apply as between Canada and 
ourselves and Canada and France for 
instance? 

RT. HOX. THE PRIME }IlNISTER 
-Mr. Chairman, this is international 
as distinctive from inter-Imperial. 
This was done by the League of 
Nations of 1927 and it was left to 
Great Britain to work out her own 
programme as regards the Empire. 
This is of an international character 
as between a Newfoundlander and a 
Frenchman or a Newfoundlander and 
a German. 

The Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, and had 
passed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent, 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. the Prime 
Minister, the Bill entitled "An Act to 
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give effect to a Protocol on Arbitration 
Clauses signed on behalf of His 
Majesty at a meeting of the Assembly 
of the League of Nations held on the 
twenty-fourth day of September, 1923, 
and to a Convention on the Execution 
of Arbitral Awards signed on behalf 
of His l\Iajesty at Geneva on the 
twenty-sixth day of September, 1927" 
was read a third time and passed, 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be engrossed, being entitled as above, 
and that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a l\Iessage requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro
visions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act to Amend 
the St. John's Municipal Act, 1921." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\1r. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HON. '.rHE MINISTEll OF FIXANCE 
AXD CrSTO:JIS-Mr. Chairman, yes
terday, in my brief summary of this 
Bill, I pointed out that it was quite 
possible that some amendments might 
be inserted. I have here an amend
ment drafted by the Solicitor for the 
City Council and it is suggested that 
this amendment be called Section 26. 
(Reads). 

MR. lYIXTER-Mr. Chairman, I 
think that the phrase "Building Lease" 
ought to be cut out. 

1'IR. GREENE- Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to point out that this sec
tion deals with an area that extends 
for one mile outside the City limits. 
This area will be under the control 
of the Town Planning Commission. 
Personally I do not think it fair that 
the tax in these parts should be the 
same as the tax paid in the City limits. 

When you consider that the People 
living in this area are living on High
roads the upkeep of which is Paid 
for by the Government I do not think 
it is fair that the i\1unicipal Council 
should collect a tax. 

JIR. BENNETT- Mr . Chairman, I 
would like to draw the attention of 
the House to Section 23 (r.eads sec
tion 23.) I understand that meters 
have been installed in city water 
premises and I suppose have been 
checked over from time to time, but 
up to the present we have received no 
reports as to the water used. Ac
cording to this the Act relegates me
ters to water premises only. Do I un
derstand that these are the only 
premises on which the meter s are 
going to be installed? 

ItT. HON. TH E P RD I E :JllXISTER 
-:\Ir. Chairman, we will add Section 
23 to the other sections which will be 
dealt with to-morrow so that we now 
have Sections 6, 20, 21 and 23 to deal 
with. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to 
sit again on to-morrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

The remaining Orders of the Day 
were def erred. 

Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Customs gave notice that on to-mor
row he would ask leave to introduce 
a Bill "An Act Respecting Certain Re
tiring Allowances."' 

Hon. the l\linister of Finance and 
Customs gave notice that on to-mor
row he would ask leave to introduce 
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a Bill •·An Act for granting to His 
:Majesty certain Sums of Money for 
defraying certain Expenses of the 
public Service for the Financial Years 
ending respectively the 30th day of 
June, 1931, and the 30th day of June, 

1932, and for other purposes relating 
to the Public Service." 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
to-morrow afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

Communication installed there, this is 
a distance of a bout five miles from 
Seal Cove and there are about fifty 
fishermen and there families residing 
there. In the fall of the year they 
find it very difficult to make connec- . 
tion with the Coastal Boats and have 
to go the distance of five miles in an 
open motor boat to find out the move
ments of the Coastal Boat. 

MR. STRO~G-Mr. Speaker, the 
second petition is from the people of 
S. W. Arm of Harbour Deep request
ing that a new Postal Telegraph Office 
be erected there to take the place of 
the building which is now being rented 
and used for the purpose of a Postal 
Telegraph Office. I beg to have both 

},RIDAY, May 8th, 1931. petitions referred to the Departments 
to which they relate. 

The House met at three of the 
clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

l\lr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a Message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting the 
House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Amend the Act 20 George V., Cap. 22, 
entitled 'An Act Relating to the 
Establishment of a Customs Smelter 
in Newfoundland' " without amend
ment. 

l\Ir. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a Message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act in 
Relation to a Contract for :\fail and 
Passenger Service upon Conception 
Bay" without amendment. 

JfR. STRO~G-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present two petitions from 
people of my District both of which 
are in connection with the Department 
of Posts and Telegraphs. The first 
is from a place called Wild Cove pray
ing that they might get Telephone 

i'IR. GREE:XE-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
residents of Lance Cove Road asking 
that the sum of $1,000.00 be allocated 
for the purpose of completing a Road 
from Whalen's Hill to a pole just West 
of the Pier. If the Department of Pub
lic Works can arrange to have this 
road built it will be a great convenience 
to not only the people who reside in 
that District but to all those who are 
travelling back and forth. This par
ticular road runs through the Agri
cultural and Farming Districts and 
would help the people in the spring of 
the year to start their farming and in 
the fall to truck away their produce. 
I suggest that the work might be done 
this summer when the mines are only 
working at half time when it will be 
a great source of relief. 

l\1r. Byrne gave notice of question. 

lVIr. Quinton gave notice of question. 

l\1r. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

l\Ir. Emerson gave notice of ques
tion. 
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Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow 
move the House into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain Reso-
1 utions with respect to the Export 
from Labrador and adjacent Islands 
of Marine Shells. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
of the Whole on Supply reported 
certain Resolutions which were read 
a first time as follows. 

Supplementary Supply ........ $ 554,424.93 

Department of Posts and 
Telegraphs .................... 1,447,089.90 

The said Resolutions being read a 
second time it was moved and second
ed that the House concur with the 
Committee therein, and the said Reso
lutions were agreed to. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole to con
sider the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Amend the St. John's Municipal Act, 
1921. 

l\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mitteee. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE JIINISTER 
-Mr. Chairman, a question was raised 
yesterday by Mr. Greene as to whether 
or not the purpose of the Section was 
to take over this area one mile out
side the City and include it in the 
City area, thereby making it subject 
to City Municipal taxadon. There 

• 
was some doubt as to the wording of 
the Section, and I think it is overcome 
by the Section, or addition, read just 
now. The purpose of this amendment 
is to make it absolutely clear that 
whilst they do operate one mile out
side for town planning, they do not 
operate outside the city area for the 
pu_rpose of collecting taxes. 

The amendment, however, does 
not apply to the point raised by Mr. 
Downey, who refers to agricultural 
activities carried on by farmers living 
in that area in the conduct of their 
business. On many of these farms 

' residences of a substantial character 
have been and are being built. His 
fear is that activities of the Council 

' or the Town Planning Commission 
' would be to put a restriction on the 

nature, class or type of building to 
be constructed within that one mile 
area, and thereby put the farmers 
out of business, as they are not in a 
position to comply with such Munici
cipal regulations. The amendment 
just read is the result of a question 
raised yesterday by Mr. Greene, that 
the power to extend one mile outside 
does not include the power to collect 
taxes one mile outside. 

ROX. :3IIlIST:ER OF F:CTAXCE AXD 
CrSTOJIS-I think that is cared for 
by having this additional amendment 
added to the section, sub-section (c), 

(Reads) 

That means that the extension of 
the area for town planning purposes 
does not extend the taxing powers of 
the City to that area one mile outside 
the present limits. 

JilXISTER OF AGRICL'"LT"C"RE 
AYD :i\IIXES-Mr. Chairman in the 
area passed over to the Council's juris
diction by this Section 6, there are a 
large number of farmers, living be
tween the present City boundaries 
and a mile therefrom. If you give this 
area over to the Council, and give the 
Council authority to control the class 
or character of buildings to be erect
ed therein, they might make it im
possible for those farmers to keep 
their industries, the very source of 
their livelihood. The Council are very · 
strict within the City Limits in de
manding that houses of a certain 
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type shall be built in certain Sections. 
Ii they were to put similiar restric
tions on these farmers as to the class 
or type of buildings they erect, they 
might make their business absolutely 
impossible. l\Ir. Chairman, I would 
like to be reassured on that point. 

nox. MIXISTER OF FL" A:XCE AND 
trST03IS-Mr. Chairman, when we 
read Section 6 yesterday, I think the 
Hon. l\lember for Bell Island brought 
up something in connection with the 
Section, which gives the Council power 
to extend one mile outside .the pres
ent City limits. It gives the Council 
power to extend itself in the future 
one mile outside the present limits. 
That doesen't mean, if this Bill is 
passed, that they will go out to-mor
row and indiscriminately move out: 
they have their hands full now with 
the City as it is at the present time, 
they don't want to take in any ad
ditional territory at the present time, 
they will not take any immediate 
action in this connection. 

JIR. GREE~E-l\1r. Chairman, the 
Prime Minister explaining my few re-

. marks yesterday is quite ri~t. I 
pointed out, I think and I believe the 
Committee will agree with me, that it 
looked from the wording of this Sec
tion 6, sub-section ( c), that upon the 
report of the Town Planning Com
mission, or part of their report, the 
Council could certify the area which 
is pointed out here as one mile out
side as being within the scope and 
powers of the Act. There might, in 
that event, be a doubt that taxation 
could be assessed, and it struck me as 
rather unfair, Sir, that taxation 
should be assessed without and ade
quate returns being given by the 
City. Take the area outside the City, 
immediately outside the City; Water
ford Bridge Road, Topsail Road, on 
the one end; Portugal Cove Road, 
Quidi Vidi Road and Torbay Road on 

the other. You will find that in most 
of the houses on these roads, they 
have their _own septic tanks, sewerage 
system, their own water supply; and 
the roads passing their residences are 
highroads. 

I don't see why they should be taxed 
by the City when they can get no ade
quate returns. That is the reason why 
I suggested the amendment which the 
Hon. Minister of Finance has read 
for me. I think the residents of this 
area should be safe-guarded until 

·such time they should not be taxed. 
As any of the gentlemen of the House 
might see, in sub-section (c) as print
ed there is a possibility that upon the 
area being certified by the :Municipal 
Council as within the City, the area 
might be taxed. And I think it 
grossly unfair to tax them, when they 
have their own water and sewerage 
system and their own highroads. 

JIR. EJIERSO~-Mr. Chairman, I 
don't for myself see that there is very 
much in the argument of the Hon. 
:Member for Bell Island. I was not 
in the House when he spoke yester
day on the matter. Right in the 
heart of the town, for many years, 

• the same complaint exists that he is 
now making in connection with those 
who are in the area. 

llIR. PLDDESTER~Mr. Chairman, 
It must be recognized that the Council 
has to get money somewhere to im
prove the city. They said they were 
not going to increase taxation. Of 
course, it must be admitted that their 
rates are very low and I do not see 
how they can get along on the revenue 
they are getting up to now. The effect 
of this section of the Bill is that my 
Company say have to pay taxes on 
the offices occupied by certain pro
fessional gentlemen who also got to 
pay taxes on them, so that the 
property is taxed twice. Whilst I 
sympathize with the Council in their 
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efforts to try and increase their rev
enue, I think it is a hardship on a 
man who occupies a residence in 
another part of the city and pays a tax 
there and then has to pay an ad
ditional tax for occupying his office. 
On the other hand it must be apparent 
that the people of St. John's are not 
paying taxes at all commensurate with 
what the people in other cities are 
paying. Therefore, we cannot expect 
to get city improvements if the City 
Council have not the wherewithal to 
make them and I, for one, am prepared . 
to give them the straw with which to 
make the bricks. 

• 
JIR. BYRXE-1\Ir. Chairman, I wish 

to register my disapproval of the l\lo
tion put by the Hon. Member for 
Trinity South for the deletion of Sec
tion (9) from this Bill. Anybody who 
was interested with the deliberations 
of the Select Committee and anybody 
who is familiar with Municipal affairs 
must certainly know that the City 
Council have not collected anything 
like what they should have collected in 
the past under this Section. 

I think it would be advisable if the 

for a n~mber of years obtained the 
revenue it should have obtained. That, 
unfortunately, has been the experience 
of the Government as well as the 
Council. 

The trouble is that ·the manner in 
which revenue is got is attacked from 
the wrong angle and that is the basis 
upon which taxation is based. Why 
the appraisement of property in St. 
Joh n's has been a joke for half a 
century and no property has been ap
praised at its proper value, with the 
result that the revenue based upon the 
rental value is ridiculously low. 
Offices that if the owners were going 
to rent them at $500 or $600 a year, 
are appraised at $200 or $300 a year 
and the tax is fixed upon what the 
appraisement Court has fixed. 

The rate of taxation is high enough; 
but the rate of appraisement is far 
too low. That is why the Council is 
struggling as it is to-day and bring
ing in machinery to try and get a 
couple of thousand dollars additional 
by way of taxation, whereas if the 
appraisement of property had been 
carried out upon proper basis there 

Hon. l\lember for Trinity South re- would be no necessity for coming in 
considered his l\1ation and let this · here with some other method of 
matter stand over for further consid- getting revenue because of an obvious 
ation so that the section can be so error on the part of their appointees 
worded whereby the Council can col- in connection with appraisements. 
lect in the future what they should 
have collected in the past. It is not 
the intention of the Council to incre<l.Se 
the taxes on the poor man; but, on 
the contrary, they are desirou:l of 
putting the burden of taxation on the 
big stock holder. 

MR. E~UERSON-l\Ir. Chairman. I 
agree with the remarks made by my 
colleagues, the Hon. :Members for flay 
de Verde and St. John's East, and I 
have considerable sympathy with \vhat 
has been said by the Hon. l\Iember for 
Trinity South. There can be no ques
tion but that the City Council has not 

Another reason is because in the 
past we have provided an escape for 
the inefficiency and laxity of Council 
officials and City Councillors, and that 
too has been responsible for loss of 
revenue. It has happened in the past 
that men have been sued by the 
Council for debt. Friends of theirs 
went to Councillors and interceded 
for them to have the enforcement of 
the collections held over for a few 
months. 

The Councillors acceded to the re
quests and made the necessary ar-
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rangements with the Council officials. 
And so cases like that went on, the 
wxes were never collected, even when 
overdue, and thousands of dollars 
were owed the Council. If we knew 
similar circumstances comparatively 
applied to the Finance Minister to
day 'vhen dealing with an expenditure 
of eleven millions of dollars, we would 
not get out of this House for a month; 
out apparently, the Council can have 
it and nobody says a word. The fact 
of the matter is that past Councils 
have not done their duty and have 
allowed their officials and nominees 
to be equally lax, and there would be 
no need for considering this section 
of the Bill to day if property was 
appraised on a reasonable basis. There 
would, in consequence, be ample in
come for the city and no debt. I un
derstand there is no statute of limita
tions in regard to Council debts and I 
think it is time there should be. 

HO:X. JIINISTER OF FIXAXCE AND 
fUSTO:ilIS-I think this section was 
put in to enable the Council to wipe 
off old accounts on its books. By sec
tions 21 every Commercial Traveller 
is taxed at $25.00. 

Jilt. GODDEN-Will any traveller 
whose firm is represented in this 
country be so taxed? 

ROX. )[JXISTER OF FilANCE AND 
CUSTOMS-~o, this only applies to 
travellers representing firms not hav
ing an agency in this country. I think 
the next section is No. 23, I believe 
l\Ir. Bennett has some objection to 
raise: 

)IR. BEN:XETT-No, that has been 
satisfactorily explained. 

MR. EMERSON-Mr. Chairman, 
(Reads.) 

This means that if my taxes are not 
paid and I sell or mortgage my house 
the debt I owe the Council is a first 

charge on the property, however, a 
certificate may be obtained from the 
City Clerk releasing the purchaser 
but then I am still liable. 

Now I agree with this, we have no 
Statute of Limitations for Municipal 
debts and I think this is the reason 
why there are such a large number 
of debts owed the Council for this 
state of affairs tends to a laxity in the 
collecting of debts. I move that the 
third line of 265 (a) be changed so as 
to read "not exceeding 6 years due." 

I don't see why the law relating to 
the Council debts should be any differ
ent from the law in this respect as it 
exists between individuals. Why if 
the debts are allowed to continue so 
long t~uble is bound to result. Look 
at the scandal about the Government 
Customs bonds. 

I think this amendment I suggested 
should prove beneficial; if the debts 
on property are allowed to run there's 
going to be a lot of trouble. 

(Reads.) 

The solicitor for the City Council 
has just brought my attention to the 
matter of assessments. These it ap
pears are often paid by installments. I 
think the fairest way these might be 
handled would be to make the six 
years limitation run only after the 
payment of the last installment due on 
the assessment. 

There are members of the profession 
who are experts and who should have 
been consulted. I understand this 
does not come from the Council. I 
neither agree or disagree with it and 
I think that the Hon. Minister is quite 
right in suggesting that it be with
drawn. 

ROX. IDXISTER OF FL.YANCE A:\']) 
CrSTOlIS-Mr. Chairman, there is an 
additional section which will now be 
section 31, section 9 has been wiped 
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out and consequently all the sections 
will have to be renumbered and this 
section will be 31. No. 9 is gone and 
10 becomes 11 and 11 becomes 12 and 
so on; 

(Reads section 31.) 

HO:X. THE LEADER OF THE OP· 
POSITION-Mr. Chairman, I think 
that very few of us ·will consent 
to this section. It seems to me, to 
say the least, unfair. That section 
did not come before the Select Com
mittee, was not considered by the 
Select Committee. Why should the 
:vrunicipal Council, any more than any 
other ordinary individual or corpora
tion, be deprived of the right to avail 
of the Courts to sustain or j tify a 
claim. I am opposed to the amend
ment and I think that every member· 
of the House should be against it. 

MR. BYRNE-Mr. Chairman, I de
sire to go on record as being strong
ly opposed to this amendment, as a 
citizen of St. John's, I am inclined to 
use a little stronger language than 
our Leader has just used. He thinks 
it is unjust; I think that it is abso-
1 utely un-British. I think the right 
\YOrd to use is unpredecented; and say 
that we, as Britishers who are living 
under the British flag, should not be 
debarred from taking an action or 
bringing a claim before the Court by 
the action of the Legislature. I think 
the position is an outrageous one, Sir, 
and one that no man who wishes to 
see fair play will give his vote for. 

It must be admitted, Sir, after all, 
that the City in forcing this claim hn,d 
good reason to believe that money due 
them for a number of years, covering 
a long period of years, had never been 
received by them. The citizens of St. 
John's East and West and the Council, 
to my mind, have been fair. They 
have reached a stage when they need 
money to carry out a definite program 
of improvements for the City of St. 

John's. They approached the Govern
ment and asked for what was only 
their right, they asked for the 
right to run their own affairs; asked 
for the same privilege that any town 
in Nova Scotia, the smallest munt
cipality in Canada, enjoys to-day, but 
they coult not get it. 

They asked the Government to give 
them permission to raise some three 
millions of dollars, that could not be 
granted; they owe a certain sum of 
money. Their debt to the Government 
is, I think somewhere about one and 
three quarter millions. Altogether., 
their debt, including the $450.000.00 
due the Bank, is a little over $2,000,-
000.00. They say, we can't raise this 
money, but give us permission to raise 
one and a quarter million dollars and 
we will drop our claim. The Gov
ernment says "no.'' The Government 
says no, we will give you a million 
dollars and we will not allow you to 
have a claim and we are to be put in 
a position to-day Mr. Chairman, that 
we are not allowed to go in and ask 
the Court to decide whether or not we 
are entitled to it. Surely, we are liv
ing under the British Flag, and sure
ly we have ordinary citizen's rights. 
You might just as well say that I was 
voted a salary here last year for some 
particular position, and for some 
reason or another, the money voted 
for me did not come to me, and the 
year afterwards I go to law for it and 
you come here and pass some measure 
of legislation that deprive me of my 
rights-deprives me of looking for my 
rights. 

I am not a lawyer, but this to my 
mind is what it amounts to, I can't 
see any difference in the position. I 
think, Sir, that we citizens of St. 
John's have been harshly dealth with 
and I would be falling far short of 
my duty if I did not strongly protest, 
as one of the citizens representatives 
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against any such action by this Gov

ernment. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE JITXISTER 
-:\Ir. Chairman, the position is this, 
some minutes ago, whilst in my place 
here, I ·was informed that Mr. Conroy 
wanted to see me. That message was 
brought to me here. Going out I ask
ed Mr. Conroy to come out with me. 
·when I got to the Speaker's room, he 
took advantage of the fact that I was 
out of the House to serve upon me, as 
:Minister of Justice, the following 
papers, acting as Solicitor for the St. 
John's Municipal Council. 

(Reads Notice served by Mr. Conroy.) 

This is addressed to me as Minister 
of Justice and as Prime Minister. As 
)Iinister of Justice, I wish to take this 
opportunity to say that the Govern
ment does not admit any liability to 
the Council, has not entered into 
negotiations with the Council for ob
taining settlement, and has no in
tention whatever to do so, as far as 
the Department of Justice is concern
ed. The Department of Justice takes 
the position that the Government owes 
not one cent to the Municipality, and 
does not propose to compromise its 
claim, or make any suggestion of com
promise or modification, but is pre
pared to fight the Municipality in any 
proceedings they choose to take 
against it. 

MR. BYRXE-May I interrupt you 
for a moment, Sir? 

RT. HO~. THE PRDIE JITIISTER 
-Just a minute. I may point out to 
this House that this is done to-day 
after we have sent up to the Legis
lative Council the Loan Bill of yes
terday, in which we undertook in the 
terms of the Bill itself to raise a loan 
of one million dollars. for the Council, 
under certain conditions. This is a 
trick, and I speak on behalf of thirty 
members of the House who are not 

prepared to take nonsense froin the 
City of St. John's. I look upon it as 
a trick, to be served with thest~ docu
ments during my absence from the 
House. 

BOX. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITIOX-How does that effect the 
amendment, Mr. Chairman? 

RT. BOX. THE PRDIE JIIl"ISTER 
-I have not had time to consider it. 
I telephoned for the Acting Deputy 
Minister of Justice. I now move that 
this Committee rise and report pro
gress and beg leave to sit again on 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred, had made 
some progress and asked leave to sit 
again on to-morrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself in
to a Committee of the Whole to con
sider certain Resolutions respecting 
a reduction in the Public Expenditure 
for the fiscal year 1931-32. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HOX. MINISTER OF FIXANCE AND 
CUSTOMS-Mr. Chairman, it will be 
remembered that at the time I intro
duced the Estimates I also introduced 
certain resolutions dealing with a 
10% cut in these Estimates, together 
with a 25% cut on Steamship Sub
sidies. These reductions are intended 
to secure $400,000 saving in the ex
penditure. Out of the total revenue 
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of the Colony, there is a permanent 
charge of about $7,000,000 per annum 
which the country is committed to 
pay before anything else can be paid, 
and in my opinion these reductions 
are absolutely necessary. Mr. Chair
man, if the gentlemen opposite say 
how it would be possible to bring 
about these reductions in any other 
way than by cutting the civil servants 
salaries I would be glad to hear it. 

The opposition have proposed cer
tain reductions but they have been 
almost too trivial to be considered. 
They have proposed a reduction in 
the sessional pay and in the salary of 
the Solicitor General. In all these 
reductions as prqposed by them 
have not amounted to $20,000. They 
have also proposed a sliding scale, 
but in my opinion the cut should be a 
general one, and all should be pre
pared to bear an equal burden. 

HON. LEADER OF THE OPPO· 
SITIOX-Mr. Chairman, I agree that 
we have to face the inevitable. A cut 
to come sooner or later, but we ought 
cut our coat according to our cloth. 
It is unfortunately true that a great 
deal of expenditure is irreducible, we 
can't fall down on the interest to our 
bond holders. But, I think, Sir, the 
cut has not gone deep enough. 

If we wanted to show our sincerity 
we should have begun with ourselves. 
There is nothing greater than the 
force of example, and I believe that 
the members of this House could 
stand a cut a great deal better than 
many of the civil servants. 

I say the reductions should be on 
the basis of a sliding scale. A civil 
servant living on $600 or $700 a year 
is already hardly beyond the starva
tion line, but when we get to che 
$2,000 or $3,000 a year class, we find 
that they can provide themselves with 
a great deal of the luxuries of life. 

We have given the matter consider
able thought and I have here a Pro
posed scale which I shall read for 
the benefit of the Minister. 

. (Reads.) 

I do not think that teachers salaries 
ought to be reduced at all. We hear 
more about teachers than we do about 
any other branch of the public ser
vice, and I am sure there is wide 
felt sympathy for them. They have 
a position to keep in the community 
as they are usually the leaders of 
thought in the places where they live. 
In view of the miserable salaries they 
are already recernng I certainly 
think they ought not to be penalised. 

ROX. JIIXISTER OF F:CTAXCE AND 
CrSTOJIS--Mr. Chairman, I take it 
that ability to perform ones duty is 
not taken into consideration according 
to the amendment proposed by the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition. I do 
not think it is fair to penalize long 
service men who should be paid in 
accordance with their ability and ex
perience. There is only one fair 
method and that is a general cut of 
ten per cent. To-day you can cut 
fifty per cent. off the $600 a year man 
and even then you can't keep people 
out from looking for their jobs. People 
who were getting $1,000 last year 
should be able to live on ten per cent. 
less this year as the cost of living is 
lower. 

3IR. BYRNE-Mr. Chairman, would 
the Hon. l\Iinister tell me how a man 
living in a rented house in St. John's 
with a family can pay an exorbitant 
price for coal, educate his children, 
pay for the common necessaries of 
life and generally support his family 
on $50 per month. 

HON. THE MIXISTER OF FBA.~CE 
AXD CUSTOJIS-I claim that if a 
man could live on $500 last year he 
can live on $450 this year because the 
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cost of living has gone down ten per 
cent. I do not kno'v whether your 
grocery stores in St. John's are 
robbing the people or not; but it is 
said that wholesalers have cut their 
prices but retailers have not. ' 

){R. BYR:XE-But groceries are 
only part of the story. What about 
clothing, increased rates of rents and 
other things? 

HOX. MINISTER O:F FINANCE 
AXJ) CUSTO~US-~1r. Chairman, I 
agree that it is difficult for a family 
~an living in St. John's to-day to g~t 
along on $50 a month; but you must 
remember that the price of fish has 
declined from $9 to $4.50 and would 
you kindly tell me how the fisherman 
is bringing up his family on an 
average yearly earning of $350? It is 
through the avenue of the fisheries 
that the bulk of the revenue is collect
ed. We talk here about other in
dustries. They do not produce large 
revenues for this country because the 
major portion of their earning is sent 
out of the country, and one million 
quintals of codfish is worth more to 
this country than ten Ganders. The 
only time you can make an industry 
like the Gander go well is when it is 
under construction. After that you 
merely get the labour on it. The same 
conditions apply to Bell Island. 

JIR. BYRNE-Mr. Chairman ,I 
maintain that that argument does not 
hold water because there is a marked 
difference between the man living in 
an outport on $50 a month and a man 
residing in the city at $50 a month. A 
man can live in an outport in com
parative luxury on $50 a month be
cause he has no taxes, no rent, no 
vegetables and other household ueces
saries to pay for that the city man is 
called upon to pay. 

HO:X. JIINISTER OF FIXXl\"TE 
AND CuSTOJIS-Mr. Chairman, we 

are not legislating for St. John's, but 
for the country as a whole you must 
remember, and I am still of the 
opinion that a family man in St. 
John's can live on $600 or $500 a year 
just as 'vell as the outport man can 
live on $350 a year. 

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP
POSITIO:X-Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to see politics left out of this 
question. I think it is only fair to 
put a heavier burden on the men who 
can best afford to stand against this 
reduction in salaries. Whenever a 
wage cut happens in any industry a 
sliding scale is invariably used, and 
if you are going to collect $150,000 
from civil servants take it from the 
higher paid ones and let the low paid 
man free. There is no use in the 
l\1inister losing his temper over this 
thing and indulging in heated tirades 
of irrelevant matter; but rather to 
accept the amendment in the spirit 
in '":hich it is made. I think that a 
little more might fairly be taken 
off the salary of. the better placed man. 

JIR. GODDEX-1\Ir. Chairman, in 
reply to the proposal of the Honour
able Leader of the Opposition, may 
I say that it seems to me rather un
fair. You take nothing off the salary 
of the $600.00 man yet from the man 
getting $625.00 you take a ten per 
cent. cut. 

HON. LEA.DER OF THE OPPO· 
sition-No that is no so; it is not in
tended to take a 10% cut from the 
$600.00 man. 

lIR. QUilTON-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to say a word in connec
tion with this matter, there is no one 
more concerned about this than my
self or the members of the Opposition. 

Where the trouble exists in my 
opinion is in the extravagance of past 
Governments, take the civil service as 
an example. This institution is over 
staffed, men are paid for services 
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they are not doing year after year, 
Government after Government add to 
their n.umbers. The practice itself is 
the cause of the trouble but what I 
want to get at is whether the amend
ment of a sliding scale as sug
gested by Mr. Alderdice wouldn't be 
fairer. For example you cannot com
pare the outport civil servant or the 
city servant and in this 
10% cut of their salaries 

respect a 
providing 

they have the same salary would not 
be fair. I have here some figures on the 
civil servant getting a salary of $70.35 
and I want to assure the Finance Min
ister that I am not trying to stage a 
politic show. 

(Reads.) 

Now this leaves him only $12.00 left 
for clothes for himself and his three 
children and for amusements and 
other necessaries. I frankly do not 
see that this reduction all round of 
10% is not as good as the sliding 
scale suggested by the Opposition. 

I know that every mail brings ap
plications from the outports for jobs 
in the civil service and of course I 
realize how difficult it is for any mem
ber of the Government to keep a stiff 
upper lip when the Treasury is con
cerned. I have hear a report from 
the Department of Education which I 
would like to read for the House. 

(Reads.) 

This I would beg to remind · the 
House is not the smallest salary re
ceived by the teachers, it is the average 
salary. I for one am very much 
against cutting the teachers salaries 
and I am not playing party politics 
when I say this, I know that educa
tion is passing through hard times. I 
believe that there are no less than 
nine members of the House who were 
once teachers. I am sure they will en
dorse this. Education has steadily 
grown and improved in standard since 
the Government has been able to help 

it with a grant, and I am pleased to 
note this Government has made special 
grants this year for educational Pur
poses. 

I trust the Government will consider 
this phase of the situation when con
sidering the sliding scale as suggested 
by the Honourable the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

:JIR. EMERSON-Mr. Chair man, I 
think that some acrimony has cr ept 
into this discussion. I may say that 
it is not our intention to critize the 
proposed reduction of the civil ser
vants salaries by the Government . We 
realize that this course is a necessary 
one. We are simply trying to do our 
duty and see the best way in which 
this reduction can be most equitably 
effected. It has become necessar y for 
the Government to bring in these 
measures for the reduction of the civil 
servants wages and I only hope that 
the Minister of Finance budget next 
year will show the benefit of this 
saving. 

The question is what way is the 
most equitable for basing this reduc
tion on. The trouble is that it's im
possible to make this reduction fair 
in all respects owing to circumstan ces 
over which we have no control. Now 
the Leader of the Opposition has sug
gested a method of reduction, of course 
it isn't a matter of voting because 
owing to circumstances over which 
we have no control you can always 
outvote us. It is the method of im
posure of this reduction that we are 
talking about, of course it's really im
possible to effect a reduction which 
will be absolutely equitable, because 
some of the people are living in dif
ferent circumstances, for example 
some men have larger . families and 
some living in the outports have less 
expenses than those residing in the 
city. 



HO~SE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 409 

I really must object to the noise 
(Toing on in the House, often we have 
;a.1uested the presence of certain 
;itinister s and when they are present 
theY make so much noise we can't 
he~r ourselves speak. 

Regarding this redu.ction I think the 
sliding scale advocated by the Hon
ourable the Leader of the Opposition 
is the fairest. I feel that the whole 
House will agree with me when I say 
that the man with a salary of$3000.00 
will not feel his cut of $300.00 to the 
same extent as the man earning only 
a thousand dollars a year or for that 
matter the fifteen hundred dollar man 
who loses $150.00. Salaries lower than 
Sl 000.00 or. $1500.00 should not be 
affected. The loss of fifty, one hundred 
or one hundred and fifty dollars on 
salaries up to say $1500.00 a year is 
much more serious and means much 
gr eater hardship to those affected 
than the 10<7c reduction on people 
whose salaries range between $3000.00 
and $5000.00 per year. This in my 
opinion is where the Government 
scheme fails. I am not saying this 
for political purposes but trying to 
give the most workable scheme for a 
suffering people. 

\Ve are not trying to find fault with 
the Government for trying to econo
mize as we realize just as well as they 
do that conditions are serious. If 
conditions were not so bad there 
would be no reduction in the civil 
'Servants salaries, but what we do find 
fault with is that there has been no 
r eduction in other branches of the 
Government. We feel that the Gov
ernment is deserving of all the 
criticism they are getting. The re
duction was done in a most lax man
n er . In fact by a sweep of the bayonet, 
the salaries of the civil servants were 
r educed by 10% instead of being re
duced on a sliding scale that would 
n ave been fairer to everybody and have 

r educed the expenditure of the Gov
ernment even more so than the pres
ent scheme will reduce it. 

We are not going to deal with the 
causes that made this reduction neces
sary our only question is the best 
scale in which it can be done so as to 
inflict the least hardship on the 
people. 

The introduction of the sliding scale 
by the Leader of the Opposition as I 
said before is not done for political 
purposes. If the scale proposed by 
him is wrong it can be examined by 
the :\Hnister of Finance who can show 
where it is wrong and in what way 
it can be improved upon. 

:JIR. PlJDDESTElt-Mr. Chairman, I 
have very few words to add to those 
already expressed by my colleagues. 
Most of my comments that I have to 
make on this subject I made on April 
24th when the Resolutions were in
troduced. 

I realize that the Government is in 
a very hard position :financially and 
something must be done to offset this 
position. I myself am in favour of 
the sliding scale introduced by the 
Leader of the Opposition for one thing 
only and that is that I think the Min
ister of Finance will be able to cut 
more from his Estimates by the sliding 
scale than he will on the straight cut 
of lOo/c . 

The two thousand dollar a year man 
and up will bear a greater burden un
der the sliding scheme than at present 
under th·e 10% reduction and vica 
versa so far as the man who is only 
getting a salary of $1000.00 or $1500.-
00 a year and the Minister will have 
reduced his Estimates to an even 
greater extent than at present. 

I quite agree that something must 
be done, as for the last twenty years 
Governments have been living at the 
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rate that has brought us to the dis- to have their salaries cut. There are 
asterous position we are in to-day, 
and it is high time that the pruning 
knife has been put into the civil ser
vice and everybody must be willing to 
make sacrifices for the sake of the 
country. I agree with the l\Iinister in 
what he says regarding the fishermen 
who have to live on $250.00 a year and 
I know lots of these men who ship in 
the spring of the year for $180.00 or 
$200.00 which is a very small amount 
on which to keep a family of 10 or 12. 
The civil servants in St. John's who 
live on a $1000.00 a year and down find 
it very difficult. As we well know liv
ing expenses in St. John's are ex
tremely high and a man on this salary 
in St. John's might be able to get 
along as well as a man in an outport 
who receives $200.00 a year. Cost of 
Governments has gone up considerably 
since the war and it is impossible to 
get anybody to go on a commission for 
less than $1000.00. This will have to 
cease. Then there are the tremendous 
salaries that have been paid to certain 
members of the Government. The 
Solicitor General received during the 
past 18 months the sum of $15,000, and 
that with the huge sum that was paid 
to Dr. Campbell and other members of 
the Government would feed hundreds 
of fishermen for a year. If these and 
other fees which had been paid lawyers 
and others in connection with the 
Labrador boundary some ten years ago 
had been cut out the country would 
not be in the position that it is to-day. 
Now the Government is in the position 
that though they know that they 
should cut these salaries they can
not do so. 

I agree that the Estimates must be 
cut down, but I believe the sliding 
scale would be by far the better 
measures. Teachers salaries which 
under the present 10% reduction will 
be reduced will not be affected by 
that scale. The teachers cannot afford 

in this House at present nine mem
bers who at one time ·were teachers 
and they know that after paying board 
the teachers have nothing left from 
their miserable pittance when their 
year is finished. They go home in 
summer with nothing for their parents 
and believe me it is a very heavy 
sacrifice for these parents to have to 
send their children to Normal School 
in order that they might equip them
selves as school teachers. 

The average amount paid a teacher 
is $6•10.00 and I think that to reduce 
this would be a crime. During the 
last few days we have been discussi~g 
the subsidies regarding the steamers 
and my opinion is that if the three 
steamers were cut out as suggested 
and as we believe you will cut them 
out you could take that amount and 
not cut the teachers salaries at all. 
"\\1hen we get to that vote I am going 
to move that they be eliminated and I 
think that the sliding· scale will 
place you in the position that this can 
be done and show the world and ~ew
foundland that we do not intend to 
cut the teachers salaries. 

Nine-tenths of the amount allocated 
to. the Board is paid to the teachers 
in salaries with the result that they 
have practically nothing to pay for 
incidentals. 

Let us go half way, leave the Boards 
alone and cut the augumentation. The 
augmentation goes direct to the teach
ers, the grants go to the Boards. These 
Boards find it very difficult to get 
along but they will do their best, they 
will try to pay the teachers the same 
salary as they have been getting be
fore but it is putting them in a very 
hard position. If the Government is 
going to be courageous and cut down 
and not have any frills, let them do 
so but not have the Governor in 
Council put it back next year, I do not 



HO"CSE OF ASSE:~\IBL Y PROCEEDIXGS 411 

think that we should relegate out 
powers to the Governor in Council. I 
am strongly against delegating our 
powers to the Governor in Council 
because I think that this House should 
have the last word as far as spending 
~public monies is concerned. 

JIR. 1Yl:XTER-.M:r. Chairman, I do 
not wish to delay the House on this 
matter, I do not intend to deal with 
the resolution, the only thing I have 
to say is that the cut is necessary and 
the Government has seen fit to bring 
it in. There is only one issue as I see 
it with regard to this matter, and 
that is whether this should be on a 
general or sliding scale. Now, the 
scale as suggested by the Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition is imminently fair. 
The lo-wer the salary, the lower the 
cut, that applies in other systems of 
tax~tion, as death duties, etc., and if 
it is fa.ir there it is fair when you cut 
salaries of the Civil Servants. It is 
unfortunate that the Civil Servants 
shculd be the victims, but we cannot 
help that, it is the only way that we 
can reduce the cost of running the 
country. The Finance Minister said 
that he would be glad to have and 
suggestions for economizing, we made 
suggesticns in regard to certain votes 
and we were turned down and now 
the question is what should the scale 
be for the proposed cut to the Civil 
Servants? 

I think that the Government should 
consider the suggestion coming from 
this side of the House, they may not 
have considered it, but it is a fair 
system and certainly a great deal 
fairer than a general cut of 10%. A 
man getting $5,000.00 a year can bet
ter afford a $500.00 cut than a man 
earning $500.00 can afford a $50.00 
cut. I think that is obvious to every 
member of this House and I hope that 
the Government will accept this sug
gestion in the spirit in which it is 
offered as being the only fair way and 

it is along the lines adopted in systems 
of taxation, not a general cut but a 
cut on a sliding scale. 

MR. BEXXETT-l\1r. Chairman, 
there is only one conclusion I come 
to about these resolutions and that is, 
that the cut is due and there is only 
one thing I would like to shadow 
forth and that is that this cut would 
be received by the Civil Servants with 
more resignation if the members of 
the Government showed the same de
sire to economize themselves. During 
this session there came from this 
side of the House various suggestions 
for the reduction of expenditure and 
even the House divided on several 
occasions. It was said that we were 
insincere in our criticisms. We advo
cated the abolition of boards and the 
reduction of members salaries and 
even asked where these Boards and 
Commissions were necessary without 
receiving any satisfactory reply. 

That is the only comment that I 
haYe to make-that this cut would be 
received with more resignation by the 
Civil Servants if the members of the 
Government had taken a cut them
selves and led the way. 

lUR, TOBIN-Mr. Chairman, in re
gard to these resolutions, I realize 
that times are bad and that the cut 
has to take place but we should see 
that those who can afford it take the 
greater part of the burden. As the 
Finance Minister said lots of the fish
ermen in the country earn only $300.00 
a year and it is very difficult for them 
to make both ends meet, but they have 
not the same taxes to pay as the 
people here in St. John's but they have 
other things to meet and $300.00 is 
very little to support a family of eight 
or nine. There are cases where men 
in some Departments of the Govern
ment are receiving less than $50.00 a 
month, I know of one case in particu
lar and men like this will feel this 
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proposed 10% cut· a great deal more 
than the man who is receiving $3,000.-
00 a year. I am very much in sym
pathy with the amendment moved by 
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

BOX. THE JIIXISTER OF Fl· 
"NANCE AND C"LSTOJIS-Mr. Chair
man, with regard to this suggested 
amendment, I would like to point out 
that if we care to be consistent in one 
way we must be consistent in another. 
\\" e were told the other day that we 
should run the country along the lines 
of Otta \Va, I would like to read an 
item here about a cut in Ottawa: 

(Reads.) 

I would like to point out that under 
your amendment anybody getting un
der $600.00 is exempt, there are very 
few Civil Servants getting less than 
$600.00 a year, I can't see very many. 

With regard to Mr. Puddester's point 
about education,, I like education, 
enough to get along on, but twenty 
years we balanced our budget and we 
spent $250,000.00 on education and to
day we are spending over a million 
dollars on education and if you ask 
me the people are over educated. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
In the wrong direction. 

HON. lUIXISTER OF FDA~-CE AND 
CL"STOliS-Yes, I believe you are 
right. In 1914, we spent $250,000.00 a 
year on education and to-day we are 
spending over a million dollars and I 
might say that we have received more 
applications for free entries from 
educationalists than from anybody 
else, they are trying to defraud the 
country more than anybody else. 

JIR.. EJIERSON-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to ask the Prime :Minister 
if he has any answer to my question, 
it was a verbal one, with regard to the 
teachers at the Memorial College. It 
is a curious fact that Professor Hogg 

accepted a position in t he United 
States. I would like to point out that 
these gentlemen are not on the pen
sions fund. I don't think that it is 
fair that they should have thefr sal
aries cut, I would like to assure the 
Prime Minister that I have no person- ,. 
al interest in the matter. 

RT. HON. THE PRL1IE lIIXISTER 
-Mr. Chairman, these gentlemen are 
under contract and I do not think that 
their salaries can be cut. As regards 
the matter of Mr. Hogg leaving the 
country I have had no knowledge. It 
is a matter of anxiety to the Board of 
Education that we cannot get men of 
Mr. Hogg's class in Newfoundland be
cause of the shorter hours and better 
pay that they can get from wealthy 
schools in the United States and 
other countries. We had a young 
man who gave promise of becoming 
an outstanding educationalist but he 
g~ve up his position on account of 
the shorter hours and smaller classes 
offered him in the U.S.A. These gentle
men come here and soon go to the 
U.S.A. where they have abundant op
portunities for personal culture and 
bigger salaries. They are in the same 
position as a barrister, say, in Lon don , 
receives a much bigger fee than a 
barrister in a small town would re
ceive for a similiar matter. 

JIR. PLDDESTER-How many 
classes of the railway employees are 
exempt from this, I know the locomo
tive engineers and dock workers are 
and also other workers by the day or 
hour. But how do you propose to 
deal with the conductor and brakemen. 

HON. JIL""ISTER OF FIXA.:XCE A:\'D 
CVSTOJlS-These latter men are 
strongly organized under what is 
known as the Brotherhood of Rail
way men and they are under what 
might be termed a contract with the 
Railway, that is they have an under-
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standing as to what rates they shall 

receive. 

)fR. Pl'"DUESTER-:\1r. Chairman, 
as I understand it the only people ex
cluded from the ten per cent. reduction 
outside the dock hands who are paid 
bY the hour or the day are the locomo
tive engineers and firemen, and they, 

· I understand, are paid by the mile. 
For example, if they run a hundred 
miles a day they are paid so much 
per mile. The conductors and brake
men are paid by the month. Are they 
going to receive the ten per cent. re
duction, or are they excluded? 

HOX. 3IINISTER OF Fll.AXCE A:XD 
CrSTOJIS-Mr. Chairman, they are 
excluded. They have an agreement 
with an organization somewhat similar 
to the Brotherhood of Railwaymen, 
and for that reason we do not intend 
to cut either the conductors or the 
brakemen. I would like to say here 
that the engineers and firemen who 
are paid by the mile have very hard 
jobs, and owing to the limited amount 
of freight being offered they get very 
few runs and in consequence earn 
very little money. 

JIR. BROlfN-Mr. Chairman, I was 
always under the impression that con
ductors and engineers earn very large 
money, but I have recently learned 
that it was only a false impression, 
and I have heard from firemen on the 
trains that during this winter they at 
times only earned from five to 
thirteen dollars per month and things 
were looking so bad for them that 
they almost had to look for dole. 

HON. LEADER OF THE OPP0-
8ITIOX-Mr. Chairman, according to 
what the Minister of Finance and 
Customs said this afternoon the lower 
the wage a man was getting the better 
he would be off under the ten per 
cent. reduction, as he would receive 
a smaller cut. 

)IR. EJIERSO:X-~fr. Chairman, who 
was responsible for the firemen and 
engineers earning so little? Was it 
on account of weather conditions or 
because there were less trains run. 

HOX. 3IIXISTER OF FINAXCE L~D 
tl"STOilIS-Mr. Chairman, the Rail
way Commission had to cut the num
ber of runs, particularly with regard 
to freight trains owing to the lack of 
business offering, and as everyb~dy is 
aware the earning power of those who 
are paid by_ the mile a.epends almost 
entirely upon the number of freight 
trains run. 

3IR. SCAJDIELL-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to place myself on record 
in connection with the rate of pay 
for work done on the Highroads, and 
I trust that thos.e who have charge of 
the work this year will see to it that 
there is not as much difference be
tween the wages paid the ordinary 
pick and shovel men and those paid 
Pit-bosses, Foremen, Superintendents, 
and I feel sure that all the Members 
on this side of the House and those 
on the other side of the House as 
well who have anything to do with the 
expenditure of money belonging to 
the Highroads and allocated to their 
districts will bear out what I said. I 
see no reason why the pick and 
shovel man who has borne the heat 
and burden of the day should get so 
little wages as compared with a Pit
boss who stands in the pit and 
watches the other man do the work. 
"Why is there such a difference in their 
scale of wages. 

This in my opinion is the reason 
why all Members of this House are 
continually badgered by people send
ing them telegrams and asking them 
to try and get them jobs as Pit-bosses, 
Foremen or Superintendents. 

I think that I have made myself 
clear regarding this position, and it 
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is unnecessary for me to elaborate 
any further in this connection, but 
trust that the l\linister of Public 
Works will see his way clear to have 
this difference of wages rectified. 

JIR. PUDDESTER-\Vhat is your 
opinion of patrol men. 

)IR. SCA.3IMELL-I think that 
their's is a fair wage. 

MR. PlJDDESTER-Is their wage 
subject to the., ten per cent. reduc
tion? 

JIR. SCAJDIELL-May be the l\Iin
ister of Public Works who is more 
familiar with this Department than I 
am would be able to explain it. 

iUIXISTER OF PUBLIC "\YORKS
l\1r. Chairman, the patrol men are not 
subject to the ten per cent. reduction. 
They receive $90.00 per month and for 
this they have to supply a horse and 
equipment, and have to feed their 
horse during the winter. Some of 
them have no need for horses, but 
have got them since being appointed 
patrol men. And surely no person 
can think that $90.00 a month is too 
much to pay any man who has to 
supply a horse and feed it all the 
winter. It must further be remember
ed that after bad and rainy weather 
when the roads are heavy these horses 
are used to pull drags along the soft 
roads and to haul carloads of 
material with which to repair the 
roads. 

I agree in part with what the l\Iem
ber for Bonavista Centre has said re
garding the difference in wages be
tween the ordinary laborer who now 
receives only twenty-five cents an 
hour. It is not our intention to re
duce this, but we do intend to lower 
the difference between the wage re
ceived by foremen which is now $4.00 
per day as compared with that of the 
laborer which is $2.50 per day, or a 

" 

difference of $1.50 per day between the 
two. This, we think, should be cut 
do-wn to a difference of $1.00 per day. 

A Superintendent receives $5.00 
per day, but it must be taken into 
consideration that to be appointed to 
this position he must be a good out
standing man, and he is picked for 
the particular position to which he ts 
appointed. 

Pit-bosses receive fifty cents a day 
more than the ordinary laborer, and 
that is only a difference of five cents 
per hour, and in order to have any 
control over their men they must at 
least be paid this extra five cents per 
hour. 

HOX. LEA.DER OF OPPOSITION
l\1r. Chairman, I am afraid that we 
are unable to accept that resolution, 
the words especially abnoxious are: 

(Reads) 

That seems to me to open the doors 
of favouritism and the whole intention 
of the resolution is destroyed and the 
legislation may be nullified by this 
section. 

ROX. MINISTER ffF FINANCE A~D 
CFSTOJIS-1\Ir. Chairman, and if that 
is so I maintain that members of this 
House should have some knowledge 
of the fisheries. "-.,..e brought in Esti
mates the other day reducing expend
iture by $700,000. The Opposition 
brought in amendment for a reduction 
of expenditure to the extent of $27 ,-
000 and when they made that amend
ment they were praying to God we 
would not accept it. You moved a re
duction on the vote for Agriculture. 

JIR. EJIERSOX-And what have 
you done about it? 

ROX. MIXISTER OF FIXA.NCE AXD 
CUSTOJIS-Nothing. 

)[R. EJIERSON-Are'nt you asham
ed of yourself. 
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nox. JIIXISTER OF FIXAXCE A~J) 
cr~TOJIS-Ko. 

JIR. EJIERSOX-You ought to be. 
1rR. BROlYN-i\Ir. Chairman, the 

Bon. Member for Placentia East 
seems to be getting too cocky. This 
is a family complaint and handed 
down. You are very anxious to have 
reductions now. \Vhy did'nt your 
Government do it in 1928 when you 
put five dollar bills under water-horses 
and everywhere else and the ten of 
you bought your way into this House 
out of a slush fund. Now if the 
member who just sat down is looking 
for trouble I'm the gink who is going 
to give him all he wants of it. 

HOX. 3IIlISTER OF FINANCE Al\J> 
crSTO)IS-Mr. Chairman, I resent 
the accusations made by certain mem
bers of the Opposition and these sec
tions are going through just as they 
are in the Resolutions. The Oppo
sition set up the position that we 
can go down and change the whole 
business over night. I hope that con
ditions will change to such an extent 
that we will be able to make drastic 
reductions in the public expenditure. 
Nothing would please me better than 
to be able to make them. But if the 
same people who are crying out for 
reductions to night were in power 
they would not alone not make re
ductions but would be increasing ex
penditure, because that is all the 
l\Ionroe Government did when they 
were in power. 

JIR~ EJIERSO:X-l\'Ir. Chairman, I 
think the Hon. Member for Twillingate 

Yant can get his salary cut because he 
aroused the ire of some member who 
might recommend the reduction to 
some member of the Executive Council. 
I wonder would the l\linister agree to 
that procedure? I agree with the 
Minister in the hope that conditions 
will be changed so that civil servants 
can have their salaries increased next 
year. The proper thing to do then is 
to issue a proclamation informing 
civil servants that their salaries will 
be put back to a point where we 
found them; but for the Executive 
Government to change the Supply Bill 
is I think outrageous. Now I would 
like to know what is the meaning of 
the words in the Section-"which by 
reason of contract or moral obliga
tion''? 

If OX. JICTISTER OF FIX A:XCE A:XD 
Cr~TOJIS-There are thousands of 
things in my opinion in this country 
that are legally right and morally 
rotten. You can put a fellow in gaol, 
but morally he should not be there. 

)IR. EJIERSON-Mr. Chairman, and 
there are other cases where they ought 
to be morally in gaol but are legally 
out of it, and there are other people 
employing lawyers keeping them out 
of gaol on account of their moral ob
ligations, and some of the things that 
keep lawyers awake over night ~s how 
we are keeping some clients out of 
gaol so long. I submit, Sir, that the 
word "moral" ought to be stricken 
out of this section of the Bill be
cause the legal obligation can be en
forced; but the moral obligation can
not and that is why my friend the 

is rather inclined once in a while to . Hon. Finance Minister has "drawn a 
get angry. He thought we were look- and red herring across the arail," 
ing for trouble. Certainly not from a that is why the Excutive Government 
man of his size. But the point I wish 
to again emphasize is that no Execu
tive Council of any Government should 
have power to amend the Supply Bill. 

should not have power to alter salaries 
which are fixed by Statute. 

:JIR. PrDDESTER-~fr. Chairman, I 
You might just as well have power to would like to say a few words before 
reduce salaries whereby a civil ser- the passing of the Resolutions. I trust 
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that when the present Government 
goes to the country next year that 
they will go without any slush fund 
behind them and I trust that we will 
do likewise. The Government of 192S 
probably spent a slush fund of three 
or four hundred thousand dollars; but 
not half as much as the gentlemen on 
the Government side said was spent. 
Xow the Squires Government went to 
the country in the Spring of 1923 and 
spent six million dollars of a slush 
fund. The Government of 1924 wen~ 
to the country with not a cent of a 
slush fund and that was the Govern
ment, the cleanest Government, since 
the Bond administration of 1904. 

)IR. BROWN-Mr. Chairman, follow
ing upon the remarks of the Hon. 
l\Iember for Bay de Verde, I would 
like to point out to the House that 
neither in the three elections of 1923, 
1924, or 1928 did I ever spend a dollar, 
directly or indirectly, from any slush 
fund or any other fund throughout the 
whole period of the three campaigns. 
\Vhoever spent dollars on either side, 
I spent none to secure my three elec
tions, and, Sir, I am quite prepared to 
prove that assertion at any time. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had passed 
the said Resolutions and recommend
ed the introduction of a Bill to give 
effect to the same. 

On motion this report was received. 

On the motion for the adoption of 

Any salary of $600 or less, no re
duction. 

Any salary of $600 to $1000, 10% up.. 
on all salary over $600. 

Any salary of $1000 to $1500, $40 on 
first $1000, plus 15% on all salary 
over $1000. 

Any salary of $1500 to $2000, $115 
on first $1500, plus 20% on all salary 
over $1500. 

Any salary of $2000 to $3000, $215 
on first $2000, plus 25% on all salary 
over $2000. 

Any salary of $3000 to $4000, $465 
on first $3000, plus 30% on all salary 
over $3000. 

Any salary of $4000 and over, $765 
on first $4000, plus 35% on all salary 
over $4000. 

That the said Resolutions should be 
otherwise amended to give effect to 
the above amendment. 

Moved by l\Ir. Alderdice, seconded 
by Mr. Puddester, that in Section 2 
under the heading Department of Edu .. 
cation, the Grants to Boards and also 
the Augmentation Grant be exempted 
from the ten per cent. reduction. That 
Sections 10 and 11 be eliminated from 
the Resolutions. 

\.Vhereupon the House divided and 
there appeared in favor of the amend
ments: Mr. Alderdice, Mr. Puddester, 
Mr. Emerson, Mr. Winter, Mr. Quinton, 
l\Ir. Tobin, Mr. Bennett, l\Ir. Abbott, 
l\lr. Byrne, and against it Rt. Hon. the 
Prime Minister, Hon. the Colonial 

the report, l\Ir. Alderdice moved and · Secretary, Hon. the Minister of Fi
l\Ir. Puddester seconded the following 
amendments: 

Cross out the words "ten percentum" 
in Resolution No. 1. 

Add after the end of Resolution No. 
1 the following words: 

nance, Hon. the l\Iinister of Posts, 
Hon. Sir W. F. Coaker, Hon. Dr. 
Mosdell, Hon. Mr. Lewis, The l\1inister 
of Agriculture, The Minister of Pub
lic Works, the Minister of Fisheries, 
Mr. Brown, l\Ir. Earle, l\Ir. Fitzgibbon, 
Mr. Skeans, Lady Squires, Mr. Scam-
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mell, l\Ir. Winsor, l\1r. Godden, Mr. 
Greene, l\1r. Smith, l\Ir. l\Iurphy, so it 
passed in the negative. 

V\Thereupon the original motion for 
adoption of the report was put when 
there appeared in its favor: Rt. Hon. 
the Prime Minister, Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary, Hon. the Minister of Fi
nance, Hon. the l\Iinister of Posts, 
Hen. Sir W. F. Coaker, Hon. Dr. 
l\Iosdell, Hon. Mr. Lewis, The Minister 
of Agriculture, The Minister of Pub
lic \Yorks, The Minister of Fisheries, 
Mr. Brown, :\1r. Earle, l\Ir. Fitzgibbon, 
l\Ir. Skeans, Lady Squires, l\'Ir. Scam
mell, ::\fr. \Yinsor, Mr. Greene, Mr. 
Smith, l\Ir. Murphy, and against it
:\'lr. Alderdice, ::\1r. Puddester, i\Ir. 
Emerson, Mr. Winter, Mr. Quinton, Mr. 
Tobin, :\1r. Bennett, Mr. Abbott, Mr. 
Byrne, so it passed in the affirmative 
and was ordered accordingly. 

\Vhereupon the Bill entitled "An Act 
respecting a Reduction in the Public 
Expenditure for the Fiscal Year 1931-
32" was introduced and read a first 
time and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be read a second time on to
morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Amend Chapter 162 
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of the Prosecution of 
the Seal Fishery' " was read a second 
time, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be referred to a Committee of the 
\Vhole House on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime l\1inister, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
\\"1lole to consider the Bill entitled "An 
Act Relating to Salt Codfish." 

lUIXISTER OF lUARIXE AND FISH· 
ERIES-Mr. Chairman, this Bill which 
is now before the House is one which 
in my humble opinion has become 
necessary. It is not a party measure, 
it is merely for the country's benefit 
~nd meets a state of affairs which 
had to be faced by the Government 
sooner or later and I am glad to see 
the Government facing it is courage
ously as they are. I only hope it will 
not meet the criticism which every 
Bill we bring in meets at the hands 
of the Opposition. 

This Bill has it's financial aspect 
like everything else and of course it's 
fin~ncial troubles, for I am afraid it 
means taxation. Now I've gone 
through this Bill from beginning to 
end thoroughly and I scarcely know 
how to express myself. This Bill is 
one which came before the Salt Cod
fish Board last year, the Board of 
which I am a member. We had some 
difficulty until we found out who was 
the nigger in the woodpile. Now I'm 
noted for expressing myself frankly, 
I'm never afraid to do so. This Bill 
was originated by the Board of Trade 
and speaking frankly I may say that 
I think it's going to drive the smaller 
man out of the business. 

On the first of April the firm in 
which I am vitally interested, of 
which I am senior partner, Lake & 
Lake of Fortune, sold a cargo of fish 
through Holmes, a Newfoundlander, 
resident in Oporto. The sale was 
put through successfully and ship
ment was to be made by the steamer 
"Frank". Someone discovered we had 
made this sale. It was reported to the 
people to whom we had sold the fish 
that the fish in question was of very 
poor quality and badly cured. On this 
information the buyers refused to do 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. business without a banker's guarantee. 

l\rr. Smith took the Chair of Com- It has taken me since the 10th of 
mittee. April to finalize that sale and it is 
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only today that I received confirma
tion of the last credit been paid. This 
was resold by Holmes. There is 
something going on behind which are 
Hawes & Company and my contention 
is that what is going on is not bene
ficial to the Newfoundland fish bus
iness in Oporto, without which market 
doom and nothing else is left for 
)Jewfoundland. 

The conditions through which 
thousands of fishermen went through 
last year have caused me many heart
aches. I am continually receiving 
telegrams from my District regarding 
the destitution of the fishermen there. 
My District in which I take great 
pride in is one of the greatest fish
producing districts in Newfoundland, 
but unfortunately last year the fish
ery there proved almost a blank and 
practically fifty per cent. of the fish
ermen are now existing on dole. But 
for God's sake above everything else 
I don't want the men of my district 
to have to work on the Highroads, be
cause in my opinion the Higroads have 
been the curse of the fishermen of this 
country. Nothing is too bad for me 
to say about :fishermen working on 
the Highroads, which I think is the 
most damable thing that has happ~ned 
to this country, and I say this with 
all respect to the ladies who are 
present in this House. 

Now to get back to the Bill which 
was drafted and sent to this House 
by the Board of Trade and which is 
under discussion at present, I would 
like to read an extract from the copy 
of a telegram sent to the Board of 
Trade at St. John's by two importers 
of codfish in Oporto. 

(Reads.) 

Just listen to this, and I want the 
whole country to get this, and will 
give the Press a copy of this m essage 
if they will publish it. I know one of 
the people who sent this message, and 

I would not like to give my opinion 
of him in this House. A copy of this 
message was sent to Holmes in 
Oporto and he sent a message in reply. 

(Reads l\Iessage.) 

In reply to this telegram they re
fused to ship fish by the same boat 
(which was the S. S. "Frank" that I 
previously referred to) as shipped by 
Lake & Lake of Burin. I am glad to 
say in this House to-night that there 
is one Newfoundlander still alive who 
is prepared to take up the cudgels 
and look after the interests of the 
Newfoundland fishermen. . ... I am not 
going to mince my words when I 
speak in this connection. I don't 
have to. I say that the Board of 
Trade and its associates in bring
ing in this Bill are trying to kill the 
small fish-merchant in Newfoundland, 
and I further say that the last thing 
they think of is the welfare of the 
fishermen or the country in general, 
and I will continue to say so while I 
have breath left in my body. The 
S. S. "Frank" is now in Fortune and 
she has on board 47,000 quintals of 
fish loaded by Lake & Lake which 
fish I was unable to sell in the 
foreign markets. But today I receiv
ed a wire saying that cash for this 
cargo had been put up by Holmes 
from Oporto in the Bank of Nova 
Scotia, and I want to let this House 
know that I have gone through hell 
during the past few weeks, and I will 
stand behind Holmes through thick 
and thin. 

It is my opinion, and I feel sure 
that the public opinion will damn this 
Bill which will do nothing else but kill 
the fishermen in this country. I re
gret deeply to have to speak like this 
in the House, but I was a fisherman 
in my day and I have passed through 
the mill, and I know that it is only 
by hard work, hardships and suffering 
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t a fisherman is able to make both 
tha 
ends meet. 

Thi::> Bill which is brought in by the 
Board of Trade and was fostered by 
the merchants in St. John's needs to 

be watched. 

The Prime :Minister is anxious to 
bring in standardization, and I am in 
svmpathY with him in that regard, 
a~d think that standardization of fish 
will be a great benefit to the fisher
men of this country but not in the 
form that this Bill embodies. 

)1any of the people whose names ap
pear in this Bill have been in touch 
with me by telephone during the past 
few days. Unfortunately, I have not 
had the time to interview them per
sonally, but they all state they were 
opposed to this Bill. 

)JR. EJIERSON-If their names ap
pear as sponsors of this Bill don't 
you think that they should · 1et this 
House know that they are opposed to 

it. 

MI~ISTER O"F llIARINE AXD FISH
ERIES-I shall find out and if I have 
tlieir liberty will give their names to 
this House in a day or two. 

This body which is composed of 
the Board of Trade are employing 
three men on highly paid salaries, 
and they have the power to find and 
appoint the salaries of the Board of 
Directors. They further have the 
power of appointing those who will 
have charge of the inspecting and 
grading of all codfish, a power which 
in my opinion should rest with the 
Government, but judging from this 
Bill the only authority that the Gov
ernment will have will be sit by and 
look on. I contend that this power 
should be under the Department of the 
Marine and Fisheries, I don't say this 
because I myself happen to be the 
Minister in charge of that Department 

at present, and will still continue to 
be until 1932 unless some extraordin
arily thing happens. 

Included in this Bill is an inspection 
fee on fish ,and this will naturally 
come back to the fishermen who in 
my opinion cannot afford under the 
present conditions pay this extra tax. 
If this Bill goes through conditions 
will exist exactly as those existing 
at present in connection with the 
S. S. "Frank" which is now loading. 
The merchants practically refused to 
put their fish on this boat, but I am 
pretty well sure that the boat is now 
about load-ed. If this House passes this 
Bill I think it will be the damndest 
crime this country has ever known. 

I could continue talking for hours 
but don't want to delay the House 
when the time is nearly at hand for 
the House to be closed and the 
Mero be rs should ·be attending to their 
District troubles. I know that in my 
own district I have a great many 
matters that need my personal at
tention in order that I may do some
thing to put the men of my district 
back to the fishery. 

I feel that every l\iember both Op
position and Government will back up 
what I say, and I firmly believe that 
this Bill should go before the Fishery 
Research Commission. 

I received no pay for any Com
mission that I have been on. I was 
on the Fishery Research Commission 
which took up the matter of standard
ization of exports in which the Prime 
Minister is so vitually and honestly 
interested. The Prime Minister is 
filled up with the idea of standardiza
tion and I agree with him. It should 
have been done before but I do not 
agree with giving power to three in
dividuals selected by the Water Street 
Merchants and that is as frank as I 
know how to put it, and should this 
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Bill happen to pass I am going to 
move an amendment and while I am 
on my feet, I might as well give this 
House the benefit of that amendment: 

(Reads Amendment.) 

MR. PLDDESTER-Would you mind 
reading the first part of that again? 

3IINISTER OF JIARL~E AND FISH
ERIES-(Reads.) 

That means that the district of 
Burin West, for instance, can be ab
solved from the rulings of this Act by 
a majority vote of the exporters in 
that district with the permission of 
the Governor in Council and can have 
an Act of their own. The fish business 
in this country is a very ticklish one 
but it is on own mainstay and as I said 
before if we had not sold that cargo 
to Oporto it means that maybe I would 
not be a member here because one in
solvent cannot hold a seat here; $30,-
000.00 is quite a lot of money to some 
of us. 

3IR. EJIERSON-Not all of us. 

JIIXISTER OF JIA.RINE AXD FISH
ERIES-Xo, maybe lawyers wouldn't 
think so. 

interested are within hearing of lily 
voice, I have no fear of them or any. 
body else. I am ready to sacrifice 
myself on the altar for the best in
terests of Newfoundland whatever the 
outcome. I am not living for Clyde 
Lake in the present, I have a family to 
bring up and I don't want my chil
dren to rise up and curse me as ""' 
cursed those who lived before us an 
did not bring in legislation to dam th 
tide of ruin that is sweeping in on u 
That is why I am going to say on th 
10% cut that every man, woman an 
child in Newfoundland, whether th 
are school teachers, civil servants 
anything else, they are not true Ne 
foundlanders if they are not prepa 
to accept this 10% cut. We must 
cept it because the cut is just, an 
it will have to go deeper before Ne 
foundland is pulled through. 

1Ne must retrench and be 
with our legislation and this 
to the main industry of the coun 
so we must be very careful before 
pass this Bill. It is of such vi 
importance that my mind is worrl 
day and night for the future of Ne 
foundland. We were sent here by 
electors of the country to do what 

JIR. E][ERSON-You must mean right and if we do not do so we 
Government lawyers. 

)fITJSTER OF ::ll.A.RIXE AND FISH
ERIES-This is a serious matter. 

not fit to be here as the represen 
tives of the people. If I cannot do 
job as I like to do I will get out 
before I do I will do all that 

So'" 1 b umanly possible. I give of my )lR. K~IER ~,-Pardon me, 
shouldn't have interrupted. 

:JIINISTER OF MARINE AND FISH
ERIES-~Ir. Chairman, this matter 
makes me weep, this matter is too 
serious even to smile at because it is 
vital to the business of the country. 
If we had not sold that fish to Oporto, 
I don't know where we would have 
sold it. A board of the association 
composed of Water Street business 
men will be very little use for the 
small outport man. I hope that those 

in the interest of 
said before I have 
not want to be cursed by future g 
erations and I say now again that 
must be very careful in passing 
Act. 

HON. SIR "\ITLLIAJI COAIE 
1\1r. Chairman, for many years 
have believed that the system of 

rying on the fish business in Ne 

foundland is the most risky and 
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certain of any business conducted in 

the world. 

If we go back, we find in the days 
before I was born that we had some 
very large firms conducting the ex
porting of fish in Xewfoundland, and 
if we go baci{ further we find the old 
firms of Waterman & Company, and 
cox & Slade, in the North, and the 
old Jersey firm which conducted half 
the business of the South West Coast, 
operated large extensive businesses, 
but where are these firms today? 

Jn the old days of James Murray 
in Hoylstown, of James Fox who did 
business adjoining Harvey's premises, 
Thorburn & Tessier, Thomas, Lel\.1es
surier (the latter two carried on busi
ness where Lazo & Company are to
day), Baine Johnston, W. B. Grieve, 
Goodfellow & Co., O'Dwyer, Good
ridge, Stab, Row & Holmwood, Bishop, 
Stewart, Duder & Tessier, of St. 
John's, and Munn and Ridley of Hr. 
Grace, Bremner of Trinity, each con
ducted a large supplying and fish ex
porting business; but where are they 
all today? 

They were conducted by great !Ilen 
experienced men. They did not fail 
because they were fools or indolent. 
They attended to their business; they 
were great workers they started work 
at 6 a.m. and were in their offices un
til 11 p.m. 

'Vhy did they fail? They failed 
because of the miserable. risky, un
certain, unbusinesslike system they 
bad of exporting fish: and all the 
trouble encountered was trouble which 
arose after the fi~h left cur shorf's 
=fhey did the best they could, alth01~gh 
ihey had a better system 0f grading 
than we have today. It is only dur
ing tlie last twenty-five years that the 
"tal qual'' system has come into be
ing. They had a first-class cull, and 
they sent shipments across the sc1 

graded. But the trouble arose on the 
other side of the water, and they be
came the victims of the foreign mi~dle
man. 

The expo! ting of fish toda v is not 
conducted on a sound bu.,ines:; basis 
!:lnd cannot be, as long as thr~ present 
system remains. 

I have been in all the. mark:°t·3 0f 
the world. I met the men who handle 
the fish exported from th!s country. 
I have followed the fish as far as the 
consumer. 

I have oeen exporting fish for six
teen years. During these vear::: tbe 
Trading Co. lost $400,000 on claims 
made by middlemen. Twenty other 
firms have no doubt met similar loss
es, which means $8,000,000 taken from 
the trade in sixteen years-the most of 

which would have heen savej had a 
Bill like the one proposed been in op
eration. My experien·~P has tau.~rt me . -
t11at the exporters will have to wake 
up, or the whole industry will be 
faced with disaster. r :NDER PRES
E~T COXDITIOXS 1VE CANXOT GO 
QN ANOTHER FIVE YEARS. The 
system cannot continue. It must be 
placed on a businesslike basis. Not a 
single firm has made money out of 
the fishery since 1919, except during 
1928. 

The firms giving out the supplies 
are keeping the fishery going. Firms 
like Strong, Ashbourne, Long, Earle, 
Swyers, Templeman, The Trading Co., 
l\Ioore, Job's. Bowring's, l\1urray's 
Monroe's and other large firms on the 
West Coast are keeping the fishery go
ing. These men ought to b~ consider
ed and saved if at all possible. 

·what I am saying I believe, and I 
do say that something must be done 
to make exporting fish ~afer, or these 
firms will have to go out of business. 
Disaster is staring them in the face. 
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Are we going to allow this to happen? 
I feel sure most of the supplying firms 
would sell out today at fifty cents to 
the dollar, if they could find buyers. 

Last year the Fishe.!'y Commis:sion 
recommended two Bills to the Govrn
ment. They were not introduced in 
the House, because the Government 
Party was not unanimous on the mat
ter, and it was thought that under 
these conditions it would be better to 
let it stand over for another session. 

During the past winter the Board cf 
Trade got together and formulated 
the present Bill, which contains al
most word for word the Bill recom
mended last year. The House can do 
as it likes, but I say unless it passes 
this Bill, it is going to be a sorry day 
for Newfoundland. 

Iceland and Norway have STA:XD
ARDIZATION of their fish exports. 
That happened about ten years ago. 
and they have been gaining ground 
in the markets steadily ever since. We 
a re losing the markets to our com
petitors, because they grade or stan
dardize their fish. 

Who will buy our ungraded fish. 
when the STA:XDARDIZED article is. 
obtainable? 

What do we find in Ealy? ·'"-:) are 
fast losing the market there. We can
not supply enough No. 1 fish for that 
country. In Spain and Greece it's the 
same; and yet these countries are eat
ing more fish. But it not from New
foundland the increased consumption 
is taken, but from Iceland a.1d Nor
way. Italy would take twice as much 
fish from us as she does, if we could 
supply a suitable article, both shore 
and Labrador cure. Newfoundland is 
exporting less and less to these mar
kets every year. 

Iceland is going ahead by leaps and 
bounds, and is selling to markets we 

sold to in former years. Brazil is 
getting fish from Norway because Of 
a bungle that was made here in 1929_ 

3? respecting prices . On that occa
s10n we demanded a price of si:x:ty
two shillings per drum. They were 
not prepared to pay that price, and 
sent to Nor~ay for a supply. They 
bought at eight to ten shillings less 
per drum. The result was that the 
fish dropped to forty-five shillings, and 
a half a million dollars was lost to the 
trade in the twinkle of an eye. This 
need never have happened. Fifty-five 
st.illings could have been obtained 
had the exporters been properly in
formed of conditions in Brazil; but 
they had no one to give them the in
formation necessary; we have had an
other bad experience the year past 
which would have been avoided by 
this Bill, and they were caught nap.. 
ping and lost. 

There is a great danger of this 
country losing the Greek market for 
the sale of Labrador fish. We can sell 
as much or more ~sh in Greece than 
was ever sold, if we can supply that 
country with a grade of fish that it 
requires. The Greek market is a very 
particular one, and while there is sale 
for some No. 2 Labrador fish in cer
tain parts of Greece, the demand is 
for Ko. 1, and they want a very prime 
article. Iceland has already secured 
a footing in that market, and the fish 
from Iceland has turned out fairly 
well, but the Greek fish dealers tell us 
that if :Newfoundland is cured pro
perly it will always be welcomed with 
open arms by the fish consumers of 

Greece. 

Another menace has arisen in con
nection with the disposal of Labrador 
fish in Europe, which shows how ne
cessary it is for Newfoundland to take 
more care in curing Labrador fish 
and to do something in the future that 
has not been done for many years. 
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Jn order to prove my assertio~, I 
. ._1 to quote from a letter received 

w1::: i . 

ast winter from the Tradmg the P 
anv's permanent Agent for Italy 

comP~ · . 
nd Greece, l\Ir. Saccarelh. The fol-

a ·t ·ng is what he wri es }OWl 

The Soviet last week started to in
·troduce the soft cured fish of the La
brador style in 1:iraeus, and that mar-

k t has taken all discharged there, e . 
· 147 tons. I had the opportunity viz .. 

to see this fish at Patras. It was pack-
erl in big cases of 100 kilos, say 205 

lb and salted like the Iceland wet s .. 
salted. and the buyer washes the salt 
out. ,, ... hen the fish is washed it looks 
beautifully white, thick and good
sized. weighing 2 1~ to 3 pounds each. 
In any case I can say that this Rus
sian fish, that nobody knew about be
fore is splendid fish and superior to 
anv other kind of soft cured fish, and 
co~sumers look ve~y favorably upon 
it. I have eaten it and found it very 
tasteful. This fish has been sold :it 

i:ibout 16 shillings per 100 kilos, but 
when washed the shrinkage increas~d 
the cost to 21-23. (The last Lahr'.l.dor 
fish from here fetched 17 shillingc:. pcir 
qtl. in that market). According to ~1·

formation received this fish is caught 
at Archangel and shinped from Ories
sa. I have forwar.:!~n you per P<'--eel 
post 4 of these fish, and even if it 
won't reach you in good condi.ti0;-i you 
will at any rate have some ~flea of 
\''bat it is like. 

"I have heard lots of comm~nb re
garding this fish, and hav·.., be:-n in
formed that the Soviet CoP ·nierdal 
Agents in Piraeus are tryin~ to make 
contracts with the importers there 
for three thousand tons, 60,000 qtls, 
to be imported during the season 
starting in August. Of course I r>an
not say yet if this information is cor
rect, but I would not be surprised if 
the Soviet do make things bad for 
Newfoundland trade. Italy has not 

taken any yet, but I have been in
formed that Soviets are going there 
too, and will send some trial shiJJ
ments. As soon as I get more detail
ed information regarding this busint>s~ 
I will report to you fully. In my 
opinion, the :Nfld. Labrador is to me<~t 
another danger, from competition in 
future from this Russian fish, unless 
an jmprovement is being made in the 
quality of genuine Labradcr. 

"A new sound business system and 
serious attention given to improve
ment of the quality are required to 
make the fish business profitable for 
all parties concerned in Greece and 
Xewfoundland. The idea of having 
v.n exporters' association controlli!!.g 
the whole business and have all the 
fish sold in the various markets 
through one agency, is the only thing 
that can be done to save the situation 
and from wasting thousands of pounds 
each year. The buyers also would be 
very pleased, there would then be in 
the market some kind of control. U~.

dcr the present system, very often. 
competitors sometimes cannot help 

• 
making trouble in order to save 
themselves from losses caused by the 
!':ell;ng competition. Therefore, you 
will no doubt agree with me, that the 
c::-~-stem .. mst be changed. If this will 
:n.ot be possible, I would suggest you 
to come to some understanding with 
Hawes for your interests in the Greek 
market. because if business remains 
the same you will not blame me if it 
turns out to be unprofitable. I un
dnstand that the Patras buyers are 
going to make you a report wherein 
they will point out how for them the 
present system of business is not 
good. 

"I tell you with all sincerity, that 

if you find no remedy for the improve

ment in the dealing of fish business 

with Greece, it would be better for 
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you to finish with Greece instead of 
showing losses year after year." 

A great deal has been said in this 
House and elsewhere about the Fish 
Regulations. Had they been amend
ed as experience would have dictated 
from year to year, we would today 
possess a system of standardization 
for exporting codfish that would prove 
of immense benefit to the country. The 
Bill before the House not only deals 
with standardization, but gives an 
association of exporters powers un
der the act to establish a system that 
will protect the interests of exporters 
with regard to settling claims on fish, 
and the regulating of supplies to the 
various markets. The bill empowers 
the association to appoint trade agents 
These agents will be directly respon
sible to the association. and have no 
political connection of any description. 

It has been the aim of the pro
moters of the Bill to exclude anything 
of a political nature in connection with 
the operation of this Act. It has been 
considered essential to place the pow
ers withl'n the association itself, and 
tc exclude even the Fishery Depart
ment from any connection with the 
operations. 

From my experience of 1920 opera
ting the fish regulations I am confi
dent that the safer course has been 
followed by this Bill in excluding all 
political interferences. The Bill pro
vides that every exporter of fish must 
become a member of the association. 
This compels every exporter to co-op
perate, and gives him the right of as
sociation with his fellow exporters, 
which will prove of immense value to 
the young exporter as the years pass. 
They would learn more in one meet
ing in discussing matters pertaining 
to the operation of this Bill, than they 
could learn in years by trying to pad
dle their own canoe, as the expert ad-

vice of a Board of many years e . XPert. 
ence will be open to them, as Well aa 
advice of the experienced memb 

. . ers of 
the assoc1at10n, and will help th em to 
escape many of the pitfalls which • 

. a.Or-
merl: tnpp~d up. most of the export. 
ers in deahng with foreign mark t es. 

The bigger exporters can do lll.>re 

to help the smaller exporters than lllllit 
of the smaller exporters imagine 

- · • a1 
it takes a man, many years to learn 
the business. 

T considered ten or twelve Yc·u·~ a~ 
t·:1 at I knew all 1hat was neP.~:;~ary tn 
kntw to export codfish to for~i6?1 mar 
kets; but <'IS the years r,a :;~. I realtre, 
th.~t there is always som-:thing mor 
to learn. 

This Bill has no conn~cr.!o:i what 
ever with the establishm<'at of a J 
cull. \Vhat I mean bv ~ local c 
is the culling of fish corr.::.:16 from t• 
fishermen; the Bill o.ily deal~ w 
fish after it has been lodv.ed in a me 
chant's store, it then be!ng the pro 
erty of the merchant himsci~. He 
to pack and grade that fish ~ccord 
to the rules of the asso~iation. It 
be necessary another time to int 
duce standardization for local 
but the enforcement and operation 
that cull cannot be left in the han 

on which the fishermen have some J'8o,o: 

presentation, a body in which the fish 
ermen will have full confidence. 

Anybody interested 
knows that for years there has not 
been any system or co-operat!oa 
amongst the merchants in Newfound 
land in regard to the exporting of salt. 
codfish. \Ve had experience of 
particularly in the years 1920 and 19!1 

fJa-> 
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them to be. No system is going to be 
perfect in one or two years; but, after 
t:'!::tture consideration I am convinced 
thflt if we had not repealed the regu
lations and had kept on making 
amendments to that Act, and correct
ing our errors for the benefit and im
provement of the regulations, we 
,,: ould now have a splendid system 
which would have been the means of 
saving millions of dollars for this 
country through the protection af
forded to the markets. 

There is no doubt but that an im
mense amount of good would have 
come out of these regulations by cut
tin?: out tbe bad points and holding on 
to the good. 

For many years I have been con
~iCering the question of how the ex
rorters could help each other. Sug
gestions of a practical nature have 
heen made. and some firms were in 
favor of them: whilst half a dozen 
rthers were very emphatically oppos
Pd to them. and no harmonious rela
tions resulted. 

"\\Te then came to the conclusion 
that it was no use trying to do any
thin~ in an honorable way; that is, in 
m~ king a gentleman's bargain. A 
hard and fast rule must be made, en
forced by penalties: and this Bill be
fore us now provides that every ex
porter in ~ewfoundland who sends 
fish to foreign markets must be a 
member of an association of export
ers. In that way it gives the smaller 
men an opportunity to get in contact 
with the bigger exporter. who can do 
more good in helping the smaller 
man than the smaller man is likely to 
admit. For instance, the knowledge 
that I have gained in my long experi
ence in the fi~h business will be avail
able to the smaller shipper, who can 
gather more knowledge by listening to 
the experiences of senior men than he 

would gather otherwise in many years. 

In my opinion there is no way any 
harm may come to any exporter ot 
fish through this Bill. What object 
would I personally have in doing any
body financial injury? And if I ap
prove of this Bill, it is because I am 
convinced of the actual necessity of 
such a measure in order to establish 
the business on a basis that experi
ence has dictated. 

Arising out of the deliberations of 
the Salt Codfish Commission last year 
two bills emanated. The two Bills of 
last year \Vere put into one Bill by 
the Board of Trade Committee. Of 
the two Bills mentioned one was in 
relation to the taking of fish by the 
merchant; or in other words, the lo
cal cull. The other concerned the ex
port of fish. The Bill now before us 
does not contain any power to estab
lish a local cull. It does not affect 
the fish until it is the property of the 
merchant and in his store. The mer
chant then has to have it inspected 
graded and packed according to the 
rules and regulations that this Bill 
empowers the association to establish 
The Bill further provides that there 
shall be a meeting of the exporters one 
month after the passing of this Act, 
and at that meeting an asociation must 
be establshed. Three men shall even
tually be appointed by the association 
as a Board of Executive. The Board 
shall consist of not more than three 
and not less than one. One person 
must be appointed within three months 
and the second person within six 
months after the first general meeting. 

The Bill does not contain one rule 
or regulation. It provides the machin
ery, and gives the association pow.~1 
to establish rules aL d regulauons; 
but it doe'3 not c::>nta1n, as it i::>, one 
obligation 1Ju.t i3 <: · n:.pulsory, .:> 1,hPr 
than that of compelling every export 
er to join ~::i association. 
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Every established firm e-xporthg 
fish can join the association, if it 
possesses a suitable store and wharf. 
In future anyone wishing to ~ngage 
in the exporting of fish can do so hy 

possessing or having a suitable store 
for the handling of fish, and the Bill 
eYen permits anyone to export fish 
who does not possess a store or wharf, 
providing he is willing to do it seri
ously, and not play with it, the only 
stipulation being that he will give as
surance that he intends to handle five 
thousand quintals during the year. 

One of the greatest curses of the 
present system is the so called ex
porter who has his office in his hat. 
I venture to assert tonight that this 
clas.s of exporter has, during the last 
ten years, caused the Trading Com
pany $100,000 loss. He is the cause 
ot immense losses to the regular ex
porter; because he having no over
head expense, no office staff, no store 
or premises to keep up, no risk of 
loss caused by supplying, no property 
to provide for the catching of fish,
can undersell every established sup
plier, and sell at a small profit, while 
the same price would mean a con
siderable loss per quintal to the firm 
which has to carry the burJen of sup
plying to catch the fish and maintain 
offices, stores and premises with the 
usual staff. 

A fish peddler of this sort can sell 
a quintal of fish in Italy for six dol
lars per quintal, and make 20 cents 
profit; while the firm that carries 
the heavy burde:... of supplying and 
maintaining a staff and outfit would 
lose 20 cents per quintal. 

These peddlers make offers to all 
the dealers in the market, an( as a 
result the large exporters are told by 
foreign buyers that so and so has of
fered at a price twenty to forty cents 
below, and the larger exporter has to 

come down in his price~ to neet that 
competition, and often has to sell at 
a loss when a price ":hich included a 
fair profit could have been readily ob
tained, had the peddler not interfered. 
Besides these small men often cause 
friction and annoyance amongst 
foreign buyers who often put up cash 
to purchase his fish owing to the low
er price offered. but who sometimes 
finds the fish inferior and has no one 
to collect claims from an:I therefore 
brings the whole trade into disrepute 
because the buyer cannot often ·jis
tinguish the peddler from the larger 
established exporters and all a re 
bracketed together as ~ewfounrl l:rnJ 

:!sh exporters and the brush is a~p1i··c! 

to all in general. 

This sometimes happens. - am pre
pared to see that any bona fide ap
plicant for a license to export fish is 
treated right and given a chance; but 
it is not a very hard condition to in
~j~t that he shall have a premises to 
handle and grade such fish . No legiti-
mate applicant is debarre _ from ex
porting by this. Bill. The conditions 
attached are only effective against 
anvone who is a menace to the le
gitimate exnorters. and it is the duty 
of the country to protect the legitimate 
exporter against those who care little 
how much harm they do vhe country 
or trade generally, so Io:ig as they 
can make an easy dollar. Let this man 
with his office in his hat do something 
to gather the harvest from the seas . 
fit out and find schooners and supply 
them and engage b the business in a 
reg-ula -_· way, and the trade will wel
come him with open arms. 

We must not have our feelings im 
posed upon by the appeals of such 
men, for we know that they are a great 
menace to the fish business as it ex-

ists today. The door is open and ·open 

wide, but they must be admitted as co-
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operators in business, and not as de
stroyers. 

\Ve have to establish an association 
to bring exporters together to make 
their own rules and regulations. They 
have failed to get together themselves. 
They tried to do so and failed. But if 
they were given the powers to make 
their rules and regulations and con
trol their own affairs, and failed to 
use them, then this Assembly would 
not be blamed for inactivity. 

There is also provision for a board 
of experts. There are only eight or 
ten men in the country today who 
could fill this position which I term 
"expert" exporters. A member of this 
board would have to abandon hi:::; posi
tion as a member of a firm, and devote 
his whole time to the work pertaining 
to the markets and in time would be 
of immense benefit to the trade. They 
must be able to advise the association 
on all matters. These experts would be 
in the same position as for example a 
bank manager. The Board would in 
time be to the trade what a bank man-

..... ~ 1· :· to a bank. As I said before 
there are only a few men in the coun
try qualified to be members of such 
a board of experts. :'..\ir. Brookes at 
Jobs, or ::.\Ir. Walter :\'.!onroe would, in 
my opinion, be suitable for such a 
board, but these men have special ar
rangements with their firms, unlikely 
to be in a position to accept appoint
ment on the boa~d. I believe a couple 
of men could be secured that would 
suit. 

If something isn't done we might 
as well hand our business over to the 
Icelanders or the Norwegians, for they 
'vill oust us from the markets we now 
sell to, unless something material is 
done without delay. The benefit of an 
expert board under this Bill would, in 
my opinion, be noticable immediately. 
I haYe no doubt about recovering lost 

grounds in all markets if we supplied 
the proper article. The most important 
and pressing dut~T this year is to 
grade the Labrador fish and get back 
the Italian market and keep the Greek 
market for our produce. 

If the "\Vest Coast don't wish to join 
the association then give them the 
right to remain out. But I can tell 
them that they'll soon be begging to 
come in: for as soon as this country 
begins to export inspected a::id guar
anteed grades of fish, it will be im
T'Ossible to sell any ungraded fish. 
Every buyer abroad will demand the 
O'uaranteed brands of the association. b 

Nearly all our fish is forwarded on 
consignment of 60 to 90 per cent ad
vance. Very little is sold outright. 

This Bill will not only ensure an 
inspected grade, and protect foreign 
buyers, but will protect us in the 
event of claims, because this Board 
will have its own agents on the spot 
to settle and adjust all claims. If any 
exporters remain out they are going 
to have some trouble selling their fish 
if it isn't inspected and graded, for no 
one is going to buy uninspected fish, 
when they can get inspected fish for 
the same price. The W.est Coast ex
porters deal largely in fish for the 
Oporto market, not much of it goes 
to Snain or Italy, but if the North and 
St. John's ship inspected fish, which 
will give satisfaction, won't it be dif
ficult to dispense of fish not so in
spected and guaranteed. 

I cannot review the sections of the 
Bill t.:might, but as we consider the 
Bill in Committee I will be glad to ex
plain the meaning and give the rea
sons for each section and generally to 

supply what information I can to en

able the House to understand the Bill, 

and obtain a grip of the w: ~ole posi

tion, and therefore move that the 
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Committee rise, and ask leave to sit 
again. 

1\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress and asked leave to sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this re·port was received 
and adopted and it was ordered th:it 
the Committee have leave to sit ag:iin 
on tomorrow. 

On motion the remaining Orders of 
the Day were deferred. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE ~IINISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, I crave the indulgence 
of the House at this late hour to pres
ent a petition received by the Legis
lative Council regarding the HT. Grace 
·w·ater Co. The Petition has been sign
ed by their solicitor, l\Ir. Ray Gushue. 

l\Ir. :\Ioore, the member for Car
bonear, was asked to introduce this 
petition but he was opposed to it and 
I. ·myself, as responsible leader of the 
House, have to take over the burden 
of introducing it. I will invite this 
House to receive the Bill and move 
that it be referred to the Rules Com
mittee of the House. 

On motion this petition was received 
and it was ordered that the said Peti
tion be referred to a Select Committee 
to report as to whether the Rules of 
the House have been compje(l with. 

The Committee to consist of: l\fr. 
Speaker, Hon. l\Ir. Lewis, ::\Ir. Winter. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
Monday afternoon next, 11th instant, 
at three of the clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

MONDAY, Jiay 11, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjour.n
m en t. 

Hon. ~1:r. Lewis presented the Re
port of the Select Committee on Car
bonear \Vater Company's applicatio~ 
as follows: 

To The Honorable House of .Assemhly: 

Your Select Committee appointed to 
ascertain whether the Rules of this 
House have been complied with in re
spect of the Bill entitled "An Act to 
Amend the Act to Incorporate the 
Carbonear Water Company 47 Yic. 
Cap. 6" beg to report that they have 
considered the matter to them referred 
and find that the Rules of this House 
regarding publication of Notice have 
not been complied with but they, 
nevertheless, recommend that leave be 
giYen to introduce the Bill. 

Dated the 11th day of l\Iay, 1931. 

(Sgd.) P. J. LEWIS, 

A. J. WALSH, 

J. A. WIXTER . 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said report be referred to a Select 
Committee. 

A petition from the Labrador :Marine 
Shell Company, Limited, protesting 
against the passing of Resolutions 
submitted by the Xorthern Products 
Company, Limited, was read by the 
Clerk. 

On motion this petition was received 
and it was ordered that the said peti
tion be tabled for future possible con
sideration. 

l\Ir. Puddester gave notice of Ques
tion. 

l\Ir. Tobin gave notice of Question. 
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Hon. the Colonial Secretary tabled 
coPY of the Regulations issued under 
the Radiotelegraph Act. 

pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime ::.\Iinister the Hou~1e 
resoh~ed itself into a Committee of 
the "Whole to consider certain Resolu
tions with respeot to the Export from 
Labrador and adjacent islands of 
}farine Shells. 

RT. JI0:\1". THE PRllIE JIINISTER 
-!\Ir. Spea-ker, before formally moving 
the House into Committee on these 
Resolutions, I suggest tha.t the Com
mittee report progress and ask leavt 
to sit again on tomorrow, so that the 
Hon. members may have a chance to 
consider the Resolutions. This is not 
a party measure and I might say that 
I am one of the few members of this 
House that is not financially interested 
in this matter. Two years ago this 
matter was the subject of controve'fsy 
in this House, it went to the Legisla
tive Council and the Hon. Leader of 
the Opposition and the Leader of the 
Government, Sir Tasker Cook refrain
ed from voting because they were per
sonally interested. Consequently I 
move that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on these 
Resolutions, the Bills will be dis
tributed and we will raise the Com
mittee so that these Resolutions can 
be given further consideration. 

~Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chaiir of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, ha"d made 
some progress. and asked leave to sit 
again on tomorrow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 

the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave gra:it
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Minis
ter of Finance and Customs, the Bill 
entitled "An Act for Granting to His 
l\Iajesty Certain Sums of Money for 
Defraying Certain Expenses of the 
Public Service for the Financial Years 
ending the 30th ·ctay of June, 1931, and 
the 30th day of June, 1932, and other 
rurposes Relating to the Public Ser
,·ice," was introduced and read a first 
time and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be read a second time presently. 

\\~he_reupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the ~Iinister of 
Finance and Customs, the Bill entitled 
"An Act for Granting to His Majesty 
Certain Sums of Money for Defraying 
Certain Expenses of the Public Service 
for the Financial Years ending the 
30th day of June, 1931, and the 30th 
day of June, 1932 and for other Pur
roses Relating to the Public Service," 
was read a second time, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be referred 
to a Commttee of the Whole House on 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice and leave granit
ed and on motion of Hon. the l\'.linister 
of Finance and Customs, the Bill en
titled "An Act Respecting Certain Re
tiring Allowances" was introduced and 
read a first time and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a second 
time presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the M~inister 
of Finance and Customs, the Bill en
titled "An Act Respecting Certain Re
tiring Allowances" was read a isecond 
time, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be referred to a Committee of the 
\Vhole House on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms the House resolved itself into a 
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Committee of the \\1hole on Ways and 
l\Ieans. 

l\Ir. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
M:r. Chairman, I rise for the purpose 
of making a few remarks in connec
tion .with the Budget, and I shall be 
concise, fair and constructive in my 
criticism. As the Hon. Minister of Fin
ance sta.ted the other day when de
livering his Budget Speech, we have 
three Budgets under consideration, 
namely, the immediate past, the pres
ent anu the immediate future. There is 
one other Budget and that is the one 
for 1929. That unfortunate Budget 
seems to be nobody's child. Apparent
ly, it has a very cold hard-hearted 
stepfather in the form of the present 
Minister of Finance anG. Customs a·nd 
I am very much afraid that that year's 
Budget pa.id for the sins of the suc
ceeding Budget, as I feel that things 
that should have been charge'd into 
that Budget was held back for the 
next Budget. In the 1930 Budget th.e 
Hon. :\Iinister of Fina.nee forecasted a 
surplus of $8,000. It caused me to 
smile at the time he made that state
ment, and a few days later the Hon. 
l\1inister of Posts and Telegraphs cut 
a sorry figure in 1the House when he 
got up in his place and reminded the 
Hon. Finance l\Iinister that the De
partment of Posts and Telegraphs was 
out $76,000 which he forgot to get 
from the Finance l\1inister in Supple
mental Supply and which would have 
left a deficit of $68,000 instead of a 
surplus of $8,000, as forecasted by the 
Hon. Finance l\finister. This incident, 
it will be recalled, left the Hon. Fin
ance l\Iinister in a very unhappy plight 
in the House. Now one of the reasons 

ing up to capital expenditure and then 
getting the benefit of that expenditure 
in the way of giving the people in
creased purchasing power. 

The Customs Department deri'es 
considerable benefit from that source. 
Suppose a million dollars are spent on 
capital account and the whole of that 
is spe!lt on labor; I am taking the 
average returns as I figure them on 
wages paid which amounts on the 
average to 20 per cent. The Customs 
Department is ben-efitted to the extent 
of two hun·dred thousand dollars. but 
then we have to remember that frmn 
that time ever on until we are able 
to liquidate that million dollars. we 
have to pay 5 r.er cent on the original 
capitalization of a million dollars; in 
other words perhaps the next 50 years, 
we have to pay $50 000 a year for the 
questionable benefit of getting a re
turn of $200,000 for the Customs Da
partmen t. 

l\lr. Chairman, I am comin to the 
current year, the Hon. gentleman, I 
am afraid, was duly optimistic, I told 
him so last year. His estimated re
venue was $11,380,500; the actual re
venue . was $9,925,000, leaving a deficit 
of $1,460,000. There were a great many 
reasons why we should have that de
ficit. I know we can't compel people 
to import goods, we can't compel peo

ple to pay duty. Where we can blame 
him is, that his forecast was so far 
out. I would just like to quote my re
marks on that forecast. "Xow I should 
like to be as optimistic as the Hon. 
gentleman him.self, but I_ am afraid 
that he is going to be out in his cal
culation when he states that the es
timated revenue for 1930-31 \Vill meet 
expectations." 

Now I think the Hon. :Minister of 
Fina!Ilce and Customs should have 

why that Budget showed a surplus been able to see as h ·r as I could see 
was the misleading practise of charg- in so far as that is concerned. In fact 
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he has more reliable information at 
his disposal. I am afraid we must 
censor him there for being so very 
optimistic in _so far as Customs re
ceipts ar·e concerned. 

Coming to estimated expen:iiture, 
his estim3.te was $11,363,139 against 
~11,920,500, an'd actual deficit there of 
$557.000 making practically altogether 
$2.000.000; in addition to that, he had 
to find another million dollars from 
the Bank of Montreal. I now remem
ber when the Hon. gentleman was 
telling us about the wonderful thingr; 
he was doing with his nepartmert. 
and he looked at us in such an almo~t 
patr~nising way, when he told us 
about the sins of the 1924-28 Govern
ment, where in four years they had a 
deficit that a:mounte'd to $4,000,000-an 
average of a million dollars a year
and now, the Hon. gentleman comes 
into the House and he is able to de 
in a year what it took the previous 
administration three years to do; they · 
took 4 years to have a ~eficit of $4,-
000,000 an.d he took one year to have 
a deficit of $3,000,000. Foor the year 
ending 1930 he took all the credit to 
himself or the increased Customs re
venue; it was not because he had bet
ter times, higher prices for fish, peo
ple had splendid earning powers; he 
did not say a word about this; he 
seemed to take all the credit to him
self; his brilliant financing wa.s the 
cause of th·at bala'Ilced Budget; surely 
he must now take the blame where 
hhme ts to be laid. 

I am coming now to the spending of 
money, l\Ir. Chairman, it reminds me 
of an old saying about painting the 
cart and letting the horse go hungry. 
Honestly, I am afraid we have far too 
many painted carts in this country; 
too many of them in this House; let
ting the unfortunate horse go hungry; 
sp.entling money where it is not re
quired and depriving the country in 

many ways of the money that it should 
be getting. 

I am coming now to the immedhte 
future, and that is the Budget for 1932. 
We have an estimated expenditure of 
~$11,500,000; the cut in salaries in the 
Service amounts to about $550,000, 
leaving a net expenditure of $10,950,-
000, excepting Supplementary Supply, 
and I think that is one of the things 
ttat should be cut out of this financial 
reckoning; I don't mean to say that 
we have not to make provision, but the 
esti:nates should come in such form 
that it should not be necessary to call 
for Sup~-,Iemental Supply. The total 
requirement for the service of the 
country is $11,450,000, and the es
timated revenue is a little over $10,-
000,000, lea.Ying a deficit of $1.440,000. 

I am afraid -the Hon. Gentleman, 
just as he was in the last year, is over 
optimistic, insofar as Customs receipts 
are concerned. My estimate is, that he 
is $500.000 short. On Income Tax he 
expects to collect as much during the 
coming year as in the present; I be
lieve he will be $150,000 short there; 
on miscellaneous revenue I don't be
lieve he would get any large amount; 
in other words to his admitted deficit 
I would add another three quarters 
of a million. I am afraid OlJ.r deficit is 
going to amount to two and a half mill
ions. I sympathise with the Hon. Min
ister of Finance and Customs in hav
ing to come into this House and lay 
the Budget on the table and tell us 
we are going to have a larger deficit 
on the 30th of June next. He is to be 
sympathized vrith and I would much 
prefer that he was able to come into 
the House and show a surplus of three 
millions rather than a deficit. 

Reading his speech, there is one 
paragraph that rather took my atten
tion. The Hon. gentlemian states "You 
are aware that when the present ad-
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ministration came into office, etc." 
For obvious reasons I am not going 

to discuss lines and twines, nor am I 
going to discuss tobacco; I know no
thing about butterine. Let me get to 
the principle of this paragraph. The 
Hon. gentleman stated if he reduced 
the duties on any article more of those 
goods would be imported, and in spite 
of the reduced duty the Department 
more than recouped itself because of 
the increased importations. Let us 
take one case in _point; remember we 
have very few men in this country who 
are not spending their salaries as re
ceived; spending every dollar they get 
on wearing apparel, on food and on 
rent and on taxes and amusements. 
Suppose a ma-n has $200 to spent on 
certain commodities and the present 
using is 25 per cent.; we will ignore 
profits in shops but will say the price 
of that commodity, cost, insurance and 
freight is $160 on the wharf and he 
gets it at that price. Before he gets 
delivery of it he has to pay 25 per 
cent; he pays 25 1per cent, that is $40 
and his whole $200 is absorbed. The 
Hon. gentleman says that the .best way 
is to cut the duty, and the people will 
import goods. "Despite the lower rate 
of duty, I will get greater revenue." 
He cuts it down to 20 per cent an4J 
the goods come. There are so mueh 
goods ther·e to be taken a way; the 
person who has got $200 to spend 
figures how much duty there would 
be; how much goods he can afford to 
ask for delivery; he finds that on a 
20 per cent basis he can get $166.66 
worth. He goes up to the Customs De
partment to get deliv.ery and pays 20 
per cent on that order which amounts 
to $33.34. When $166.00 is added to 
$33.34 we have $200. The only differ
ence is that the man gets $6.66 more 
worth of godds but the Customs De
partment loses $6.66 duty. That would 

happen on an ordinary commodity. 
There is only one exception and that 

is in the case of luxury. If SO per cent 
is put on a certain luxury-and the 
wealthy class is no more desirous of 
being victimised than any other class 
-they say that 80 per cent is too 
much; they will not buy the goods; 
the ~Iinister of Finance says "·I will 
cut t;hat down to 50 per cent." these 
peQple will buy; they would not buy 
at 80 per cent but they will buy at 50 
rer cent. That is the only case I know 
where with reduced duty you will get 
an increased revenue. 

In the 1929 Blue Book I find that 
our importations of readymades were 
$585,144, and the duty that was paid 
o:i that was $312,702. For the succeed
ing year, that was 1930, the last year 
we have any Customs Returns pub
lished, the importations were $687.373, 
almost $100,000 more, but the duties 
collected were $309,317. In spite of the 
fact that $100,000 more readymade 
clothing was imported, the Customs 

. Department receiYed a little over 
$3,000 less. Xow, that may look very 
nice on pa·per, but the people of this 
country were able to get $100,000 more 
clothing and the Custo'!'.I:s suffered only 
to the extent of a little over $3,000. 

I think if the :\Iinister of Finance 
and Customs would have been wise 
when he reduced the duty on cloth to 
45 per cent. if he had reduced the duty 
on cloth to 30 r.er cent. and the manu
facturers would have had the chance 
to fight against the mass production, 
but in his wisdom he did not do so, 
and what is the result? Some people 
got $100,000 worth more clothing by 
reason of reduced duties and the Cus
tom1s Department suffered a loss of 
$3.000, ·but ther-e is another side. 

There are 400 employees of the 
tailoring industry doing nothing, .there 
is no work for them. The average 
weekly wage for these people is 
$4,400.00 per week. In the course of a 



HO~SE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDI~GS 433 

year these people would have earned 
over $200,000 and as their earning 
power \':as reduced so was their abili
t y to sp-end, or as I have called it their 
purchasing power and as the average 
r ate of duty on this amount is about 
20 per cent. then you have taken this 
sum of $200,000 from these people, and 

. in doing so have ost on Customs duty 
a bout $40,000. 

Af ter all, I really must say the real 
reas-on for these cuts made in Novem
ber, 1928 were rather to spite political 
opponents rather than to effect any 
benefit to Newfoundland. ::.\'light I also 
dr aw attention to the protection pro
mised ::.\1r. Collishaw when he was in
tending to ·erect a woolen mill in the 
West end. He was promised a protec
tioIJ of 60 per cent. Now, that is really 
unfair, for if you place a protection 
of 60 per cent on a product then you 
cut out the foreign competition and 
if you do then the local manufacturer 
is going to fix his prices ,s·o that they 
will be very little different from the 
imported product, that is only human 
but it isn't fair even though :v.rr. 
Collishaw was a friend of the present 
Government. 

The fact that I want to impress on 
th e Government is that capital and 
labor are every day coming togethe'r 
a nd when times are bad they are very 
close to each other. Thus the only 
people hurt are the 400 employees 
thr o"\\rn out of employment-a hundred 
of wh om are earning $20.00 per week 
an d no.w every day they have to go 
h ome to their wives and children and 
say that there is no work in St. John's 
and if to do this causes gratification 
then I think that show-s a very poor 
spirit. 

In one respect I do blame the Fin
an ce Minister and that is that he be
ing in the position he is and having 
his fi~ger on the commercial pulse of 

the country did not see this coming 
depression. Every merchant on Water 
Street saw it, and what did they do, 
they battened down their financial 
hatches; the manufacturers saw it 
and they shortened sail. The mer
chants bought less stock and took 
other 1precautions according to their 
particular business, the manufactur
ers by reducing working hours as low 
as they could and still pay a living 
wage. But the Minister of Finance and 
Customs sailed right into th~s squall 
as business men thought it was but 
what really turned out to be a storm 

' 
he sailed into this storm with every 
stitch of canvas spread and as a re
sult we are faced with a loss of 
$3,000,·000 and I'm afraid that if 1some
thing isn't done the next time, we will 
find the spars wiped out the good ship 
K ewfoundland and we will find her a 
derelict, lumbering about waiting for 
someone to pick her up and tow her 
in•to port. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am speaking 
as a patriotic Newfoun1dlander, not as 
a politician, and what I think we need 
is a thorough overhauling in all our 
deipartments. There's only one way to 
do this and that's to get some outside 
experts to come in and point out our 
mistakes to us. 

I know of a large manufacturing 
concern in the United States, and the 
Government is -really a business, that 
had a yearly turnover of $20,000,000, 
they had efficiency, they mad€ good 
products, they had intelligent loyal 
men in their employ yet they couldn't 
make it pay, the shareholders never 
got a dividend, and the directors held 
a meeting and decided to call in ex
perts on the · same line of business. 
These experts showed them their mis
takes, showed them waste, and the 
other factors responsible for their loss 
of profits. It's like the old idea of be-
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ing able to see the trees but not the 
forest, you haven't the right prospec
tive, your too near the thing, what you 
need is the long view and this is what 
the experts had; they were not, in any 
way, blindfolded or prejudiced. 

A doctoT can diagnose any case but 
he doesn't diagnose his own. 

Some time ago I was entertaining a 
great Canadian financier in my house, 
he said to me "this is a terrible tale 
of woe I hear from all the businefs 
men of your city, each one tells me 
the same story, yet neither can tell 
me the cause of it." X ow, he said, if 
Sir Richard Squires hadn't been elect
ed last election, you would be in his 
position now, and what would you do? 

I said "Well, I would thoroughly 
overhaul the administration end of the 
Government; I would obtain f:ome ex-

' pert advice on the matters I require 
it on; I would go to London and I 
would take Mr. Keating with me and 
I would ask the British Treasury 
Board to lend me two good men to go 
into our financial difficulties thorough
ly. 

I would institute a thorough re
organization of the Civil Service. I 

would make some educational tests 
for young men desirous of obtaining 
inside jobs. If it is necessary to pre
serve our denominational balance this 
can still be arranged. One dislikes 
mentioning matters of this nature in 
the House. It is terrible to think that 
before we can give a man a job we 
must ask him what church he goes 
to. 

may rise to Deputy ::\1inister of the 
Department. 

The boy should go in from the be
ginning and work his way up and then 
we will have a good capable civil 
service. At present we have none of 
this , there is no interest s,hown in the 
work nor is there any esprit-de-corps. 
It is not good to heaT that when a 
member of a Department is on holi
days the other clerks apply for over
time for doing his work. ::\Ir. Chair
nrn~n. I've never heard of such a thing 
before in any business, and until there 
is a general ref01rm of tihe whole Civil 
Service there will be no improvement 
and as I said before no esprit-de-corps. 
If I was in charge of the Government 
I would give the Minister of Finance 
and Customs far more power than he 
J- " s at present, and .when I am in 
charge I will see that he gets that 
power. 

It is true that he has clb.3.rge of the 
votes for the different departments 
but he has no direct control over the 
spending of these amounts. The ::..\Iin
ister should have charge of all the ac
counts and then he would be in the 
position that he would know exactly 
what had been spent, what it was 
spent on and how much was left. 

Last fall he was going about the 
streets wringing his hands in despair 
and wondering what he was going to 

' do. The expenditure was going up on 
all sides, the Revenue was down, and 
I say that if he had then had the pow
er, the straight-mindedness and the 
courruge he would have informed the 
different departments of the conditions 
existing and refused to grant the 'de-

I want to assure every member of partmental heads the amounts they 
the Civil Service, regai:dless of what were looking for for unnecessary and 
may be his political record, that he wasteful expenditure, and I say .ag~in 
will get a square deal from our party. that there is a great deal tha,t a :\Iin
I want every boy and man in the ser- ister of Finance can do if he would 
vice to understand that if he shows make up him mind to do it, but in or
efficiency, ability and industry that Ile der to make a success of it he must 
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bold the purse strings and keep them 
tightlr tied. 

I think that the amount spent by 
the Department of Posts and Tele
graI}hs over ""'hich our friend in the 
corner, with the Sphinx like counten
ance, has control is $1,400,000 and I 
think that that is all together too 

· 1r.uch money for any departmental 
i\'finister to have control of and too 
much responsibility to place on his 
shoulders. 

HO~. ~IINISTER OF POSTS A:XD 
TELEGRAPHS-In my department we 
haYe financial controllers. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
'Yell, ::\Ir. Speaker, there is not much 
more that I have to say but there is 
one more thing and that is that be
cause a country borrows it is not ne
cessarily a mistake. For example if a 
Company is capitalized at five millions 
of dollars and finds that it cannot sup
ply all its orders owing to its limited 
capacity of machinery it would be 
sound business to iSsue an extra 
$2,000.000 worth of bonds if by doing 
so they couid increase their orders and 
pay extra dividends to the share hold
ers. As I said there is nothing wrong 
in borrowing if it is contemplated that 
they are going to ~ncrease their bus
iness by doing so, but if the money is 
borrowed to expend recklessly and 
extravagantly then ,I say it is wrong. 
\\"hen we borrow money we should 
haYe the earning power to pay the 
dividends on it but where a mischief 
comes in is that we are borrowing 
money, not to earn more money with 
but to pay the interest on money pre
\iously borrowed and to pay off past 
'debts, this is Yery unsatisfactory. If 
~·e were onily in the position of pro
duction and earning power then in
creased borrowing would mean in
creased earning power which is what 
this country needs today. 

I have been looking through some 
of the records of past Governments 
and came across some which to my 
mind were very encouraging. 

In 1910 the estimated expenditure 
was $2,940,750 or $12.00 per capita. 

In 1930 the estimated expenditure 
was $11,343,315 or $42.00 per capita. 

In 1910 our debt was $22,270,000 or 
·$95.00 per capita. 

In 1930 our debt was $79,000,000 or 
$315.00 per capita. 

Figuring this out on a percentage 
basis we find that our expenditure has 
increased 250 per cent while our debt 
has increased 232 per cent. Our 
population has increased about 121h 
per cent. 

When with an increase in our popu
lation of 121h per cent. our debt does 
not increase as fast as our expenditure 
then I say the figures are encourag
ing, and I say that if our industries 
are watched and kept apart from 
politics our future is not as black as 
it is painted. 

Last week two men, both of them 
financial men, with good reputations 
called OJI me and _one of them had a 
scheme which had an earning power 
of $100,000. I told him that the people 
for him to see were the Government 
and was informed by him that the 
Government of Newfoundland was not 
interested in any plans of this sort. 
If the ~1inister wishes I would only 
be too glad to give him ,the names of 
the men. 

Mr. Chairman, unless we are going 
to put the old ship on the rocks or 
turn her into a derelict hulk then we 
must do more to economise than we 
are doing at present. We must work 
harder and cut deeper, and I feel sure 
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.that if the people of the country felt 
that a square deal was being done 
throughout then the i\Iinister woud 
not find nearly as much dissatisfac
tion as there is at present. 

JIR. TOBI:X-l\Ir. Chairman, I don't 
intend to delay the House much in my 
remarks as most of the discussion has 
already been covered by the Opposi
tion. l\Iembers of this House are no 
doubt aware that last year's Budget · 
stated that there would be a small 
surplus, but the books do not show it. 

\Ve thought that judging from what 
was contained in the Butlget it woulrl 
place Xewfoundland in a better posi
tion financially, but as events after
v.yards proved, things were not as they 
were promised. 

In the Minister's Speech of a few 
days ago he told us that the reventrn 
had fallen to nine millions of dolhrs, 
and the expenditure had increased to 
eleven millions, or in other words 
that the 30th of June, 1930 there W•)ulcl 
be a deficit of $2,000,000 

The Minister further stated that the 
deficit on the Railway was $750,000.00, 
$140,000.00 of which was on account 
of fishery supplies and fishermen +:ik
en to the Labrador on steamers con·· 
trolled by the Newfoundland Goverr:
ment Railway. I agree with the l\Iin·· 
ister when he stated that the running 
expenses of the Railway should be 
paid out of Current Account ann not 
out of Loans. In the first year of Uth; 

Government the ::.\'.linister said that he 
thought that the Railway should be 
put under a Ministerial head. I did 
not agree with him, but I have since 
been converted to that idea. The rea-

' son for my conversation is that by 
doing this the accounts of the Rail
way will be laid on the table of the 
House the same as they are done in 
other departments of the Government. 
I very much regret to say that in a 

department such as the Railway 
where huge amounts of money have 
been spent, that it has been practically 
impossible for any member on this 
side of the House to get .any satisfac
tory answers to questions asked in 
co-nnection with that service. 

I certainly think that the running 
of the Railway and the running of 
the steamers should be placed in dff· 
ferent hands. I think that Mr. Russell 
is a good railway man, but I don't 
think tbe same can be said of him 
with regard to the running of steam
ers. 

As representative of a fishing dis
trict I want to see the fisherien ex
pand. It struck me on listenh1g to Sir. 
William Coaker's speech what a 
change had come about in his mind. 
There was a time a few years ago 
when nothing was too strong for him 
to say against the merchants. And the 
other night he said were it not for 
firms like :\lonroe & Co. and others 
that it would be impossiblP for the 
business of this country to be carried 
on. I am in accord with him in wlhat 
he said there, and I con~ratulate him 
on the intimate knowledge he shows 
of the fish sbiT)ping business. I tbink, 
Sir, that no stone shouM. be left un
turned by this Houes in order to in
duce fishermen by every means in 
their power to go to the fishery. 

There is a lot of talk in this House 
already about Highroads. I say can
didly that too much money has already 
been expended on Highroads. There 
is no definite programme for the com
jng year, and as soon as the House 
closes we will see scores of machines 
again plying to and fro on the Roads. 

In view, Sir, of our present critical 
condition. I say we have got .to short
en sail. I say that this year only the 
necessary repairs on the roatls should 
be made, and that roads leading from 
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nowhere to n°'vhere should be drop
'Jed con;.l: letely. lt'3 keeping the men 
t 

awaY from the fishery for a year and 
next year if they want to go back, 
theY will not be able to do so, for their 
uear will have been destroyed. So I 

::::> 

.say ag:iin it is time -..hat we start in 
to curtail the Highroads policy. It 
should be the business of every man 
in this House to get every · possible 
man back to the fishery, for on the 
fishery we must stand or fall. We 
have heard a lot in the Hou~e this ses
sion 'too on standartlization. I am now 
going to read an extract from a sJeech 
cf the leader of the Opposition lant 
year on that subject. 

(Reads) 

Xow, gentlemen, that speech con
tains a whole lot and as I have said 
before I think it is our duty to see 
that these men can get a chance to go 
back to the fishery. 

On opening day a speech was de
l~vered in the Legislative Council on 
the subject of smuggling. I don't 
know if there is much of this going 
on or not, but I do know that not 
very long ago I was talking to a 
Pan who had been in the United 
States during January and February. 
He went into one of the firms there 
and asked how it was Mr. So and So 
could sell such an article at such a 
price. The head of that firm said: 
"That's easy," and putting his hand in
to his desk he showed him a bundle of 
invoices which could be filled out at his 
own prices. Now, if that's the case it 
should be stopped. I have no fault 
to find with the men in the examin
ing store, but oftentimes one must 
ask himself "are these men capable 
of valuing all the articles which 
come into the country?'' At any rat~ 
I think the Finance Minister is bound 
to give the matter his closest at
tention. It is not my intention to de
lay the House, and I sincerely hope 

that the deficit of $1,400,000 anticipated 
\vill only be that, and that it will not 
touch the $2,000,000 mark. 

MR. QrINTOX.-1\Ir. Cha~rman, as 
has been said by previous speakers, it 
js not my intention of delaying the 
House. Personally, I think that most 
members of this House are anxious 
Eow to finish up with their parlia
mentary duties and get away to their 
regular jobs. It seems to me that 
ever since Responsible Government 
there has been endless discussion on 
the business of the country, and it has 
all ended in discussion. I hope, as 
a beginner, I will be pardoned for 
saying so, but for the life of me I can't 
see why this country has been so re
tarded and dwarfed all these years. 
There were people coming here in the 
time of the Fishing Admirals, and we 
llave had Responsible Government for 
a good many years now, and still 
we seem to be no further ahead. But 
in my opinion the discussion on Ways 
and l\leans is one of the major duties 
of the members of this House. 

The Budget Speech says that seven 
million dollars is our irreducible ex
penditure, and in spite of our rising 
expenditure things are getting stead
ily worse. My view of this Chamber 
is, that we are concerned to much 
with trivial matters rather than with 
major policies. There is scarcely a 
ringle letter writen to a member of 
this House but it contains a request 
for something for nothing; and I say, 
Sir, that that frame of mind has large
ly been brought about by the mani
pulations of politicians. 

The Finance :Minister has said that 
Railway investments have cost the 
country over 45 million dollars. A 
couple of days ago, speaking here in 
this House, he didn't seem particu
larly keen on branch railways, and in 
that position I agree with him. In 
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a time of crisis like this any por
tion of the railway that is not pay
ing its own way should be discarded. 
1 don't see why thousands and thou
sands of dollars should be expended 
annually on carrying along a white 
elephant. It has been said that 
branch railways have been built en
tirely through the manipulation of 
the wiley politician. "\\'e are spend
ing too much money altogether 0n 
capital account, and with the high
roads it is the same thing. 

The figures from 1921 to J 930 show 
that exports have have increased 
from 25 millions to 40 millions, and 
this despite the fact that year after 
year our :fisheries have been perish
ing. I believe, Sir, that if our :fisher
ies had been seriously considered 
during the past nine or ten years we 
we would be ·better off now, and the 
Finance Minister would not have to 
pucker up his forehead. The Gan
e.er would be a very welcome thing. 
X o one appreciates better than I how 
much such an industry would mean 
to the X. E. Coast; yet the Gander 
with its thousand-ton a day mill 
would do very little towards taking 
the place of the fishery. A great 
many people think the government 
is responsible today for the non
existence of this industry, and, per
~onaly, I am convinced that they are 
to blame. But if they will not carry 
out their election pledges about the 
creation of new industries, at least 
they might do something towards the 
resuscitation of the :fisheries. I know 
there is a leaning towards a Russian 
policy in what I am going to say, 
but I am fully convinced that the Gov
ernment should seriously consider 
guaranteeing the price of fish this 
year. The Government, year after 
year, spend large sums of money in 
order to provide employment. It 
seems to be universally agreed that 
money spent on non-productive in-

dustries is false economy. But if the 
Labrador fish were guaranteed $4 or 
$4.50, new life would be infused in 
that branch of the industry, and if 

a guarantee of $5 or $5.50 a quintal 
could be given for shore fish, new 
heart would be put in the :fisherman. 

But the government does the exact 
opposite. It takes the :fishermen from 
his boat and puts him on the road 
·with his pick and shovel, and it is 
putting both the :fishermen and the 
country in a false light. It is only 
natural that the worldwide depression 
should strike here, and it is the 
bounden duty of the government to do 
evPrything it can to try to resus
citate and rehabilitate the :fisheries. 
Other countries-Canada, and even 
outlaw Russia-are doing everything 
in their power, and borrowing money 
to get their products in a market 
where people can afford to pay for 
for them. It is evident that the mem
ber for Bonavista East has not lost 
sight of the necessity of legislation 
in this direction, and while there are 
many things in that Bill which every
body won't agree to, still I do think 
the appeal was made sincerely and 
deserves support and consideration. 

I don't intend to delay the House. 
but before I sit down there are a 
few remarks I want to make with 
regard to the Reparations Fund. I 
cim sorry that the Hon. the Prime 
l\1inister is not here to hear what I 
have to say. I am sorry that the man
ner in which these payments were 
made were not according to the tradi
tions of British fair play. Some of us 
feel considerable diffidence in talking 
openly about matters which are very 
close to our hearts, and the members 
of the House will realise that I mean 
no mock modesty by that. But the 
people who have intimate knowledge 
of the manner in which these payments 
made made have nothing but a feeling 
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of disgust and intense antagonism. 
and I use these words advisedly. 

Some years ago (I have told this 
ston· in the House before) I went to 
visit a young man from X orris Arm. 
He had a wife whom he had brought 
out from the Old Country and whom 
he had married before he went to 
France. He was captured at Monchy, 
and lost his reason through the 
treatment he received in a hostile 
country. When that man enlisted, he 
was passed by seven doctors. he was 
~iven every possible test of fitness and 
passed. When he was discharged he 
v;as told by a doctor that he was fine. 
He was so marked, and discharged. 
This man was given $50 or $100, and 
I say it is a crime when we see a le
gal firm get $500 for the rent of their 
office, and $5.000 and $6.000 in fees 
for administering the fund. There is 
also the case of Capt. J. Power. in 
H~rbor Grace, who was blown from 
the bridge to the deck of the "Eric." 
and who received $700. A simihr 
sum was paid a passenger on a liner 
fnr the loss of a straw hat. If the 
Prime Minister is not aware of this. 
he is not to blame; but if he is aware 
nf it, it reflects no credit on either the 
novernment or the Prime Minister, 
anil I recommend to the Finance 
~Tinister that in one or two outstand
ing cases the awards be reconsidered 
and justice done. 

J[R. BYRXE.-Mr. Chairman, in 
rising to make a few remarks, I want 
to say that it is not my puruose to de
lay the business of the House. I 
non't think anvone could enlarge on 
th,:. financial statement so ably dealt 
with by the Leader of the Oonosition, 
hnt I would like to go back over 
what my colleague has just said with 
reg(lrd to the Reparation Fund. I 
would feel I had failed in my duty if 
T rlid not take this occasion to regis
ter my protest against the manner in 

which this fund has been administer
ed. I am not now referring to anyone 
m particular, but to any civilian who 
touched that fund. Questions have 
been asked in this House about the 
.H2,000 which has been spent in ad
ministering this fund, and I am very 
sorry that the Rt. Hon. Sir Richard 
s -·uires, Knight Commander of St. 
l\Iichael and St. George, is not here to 
lic;ten to what I have to say. I say 
that this Reparation Fund is a scan
dal, and a first-class one at that. If 
he was here he would probably tell 
us about the Versailles Treaty. I 
knew that it was decided there that 
com·batants who were prisoners of 
war are not entitled to any compen
sation. 

Let us bring our minds back to 
when this money was received after 
the Versailles Treaty. This money 
was to be divided up. Britain re-
cei\ed her share out of it, and Brit
ain said to the Dominions, "Here's 
your share." To us came our share, 
and it was locked up, but the men 
wha were in charge of that here wrote 
th"mselves cheques and paid them
SE'lves as Trustees. Then it came to 
the point when the present Prime 
Minister stood up in this House and 
stClted that the prisoners of war were 
b"'ing paid. Yes; they were paid al
right, as lbw as $50 and no higher 
than $250. for the brutal atrocities and 
barbaric treatment perpetrated upon 
them by a ruthless enemy. 

::\ext we find that he had a Com
mission of three men to advise him 
as to the disposition of this repara
tion money, and he was very careful 
to pick out two majors who had ser
ved in the army and one who had 
served in the navy, to advise him. Ad
vise him about what? However, he 
did not even take any advice from 
them and they did not even get a 
c:hance to advise him, but he paid 
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T.hem $1800 each. X ow if the Prime 
Minister was sincere he would have 
handed over $100,000 to these three 
Commissioners authorizing them to 
distribute this money to the men who 
had suffered so frightfully through 
the war. But, no; just as Sir Richard 
Squires bluffed the people of Kew
foundland before, he bluffs the re
turned soldiers and prisoners of war 
now. He told that Commission to go 
down and examine cases and take 
Evidence. Surely any man who has 
~erved overseas did not have to do 
that, because he already knew all 
about these cases, but the Prime Min
ister who knew nothing about ~hem, 
took it upon himself to pay $50 to a 
man who had spent two years and 
three months in a German prison 
camp; but the Prime :Minister took 
mighty good care to look after Sir 
Richard and paid himself the munifi
cent figure of $5,600 as Chief Commis
sioner of the Reparation Fund, and $500 
fofr office rent. The answer t oall that 
is that the Prime Minister was not sin
cere, never was sincere, and could not 
be if he tried. This is the same Hon. 
Sir Richard Squires who is carrying 
an honor from His :\1ajesty the King, 
and this is the same Sir Richard 
Squires who swanks around this 
country and elsewhere and tries to 
look dignified in his title of Knight 
C'ommander of St. l\Iichael and St. 
George. As he struts around he is 
bearing this insignia on his forehead, 
yet he has not played a man's game 
with the men who put him and kept 
him where he is. 

Regarding the Versailles Treaty and 
the competent prisoners of war, al
ready referred to, I may say that 
there were only 1.40 claims altogether 
and the Prime Minister has not even 
c)calt with them. There were only 
~·2 prisoners captured at l\Ionchy, 
and, as a representative of Xew
foundland, you ought to be proud 

that only that number was taken and 
who would not have been taken that 
memorable morning but that they 
were surrounded and enveloped by 
the enemy. These men of Ours were 
Rpat upon, kicked, whipped and sub 
jected to all sorts of brutal treatment 
and hauled along worse than if they 
were cattle. The German women 
came up with their cans of water, and 
when a poor fellow wanted to get a 
drink, the women would spill the 
water on the street. I would lite 
honorable members of this House to 
consider then the treatment meet~ 
out to these prisoners of war as com 
pared with what happened when th 
S.S. 'Stephano" was torpedoed-a 
l;y the way, this was the biggest j 
ever known, as the "Stephano" 
accompanied by two destroyers at 
time. However, there were pass 
gers on that ship who were trav; 
ling at this country's expense, 
who were paid out of this Reparatl 
Fund $600 each for the loss of th 
hats. 

Xow, l\Tr. Prime Minister, 
were only five men in Xewfoundl 
who were prisoners of war, and 
whom you were asked to give 
major portion of this fund, and 1 
gave them $250. You, Sir, as C 
Commissioner of that fund, must ha 
known this evidence, and, if you 
not, you left it to your advi 
whose advice you did not take, a 
therefore, you are still more to bl 
You gave $250 to a man who, after 
ing captured by the enemy was p 
posted here as missing. His peo 
went in mouring for him and 
months afterwards, tp.rough the 
Cross in London,, they found out 
was alive. That man be.longs 
Catalina and is feeling fairly 
today. He was brought to Ger 
as a prisoner of war and he was 
onlv Xewfoundlander there amon 
Ge;mans and Frenchmen. There ~ 
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German soldier on the same ward 
a . . 
with him who had lost his left Jaw. 
r'f"he surgeon there decided to build 
l;ini a ne''-' jaw. It was next decided 
that our man was the right man to 
take the rib from to make a new jaw. 
So they set to work and sawed a rib 

1
.,t nJ'. him without even putting him 

tinder chloroform-they merely gave 
him what is known as a local anaes
thetic. However, they cut the rib out 
of our man; he survived the ordeal, 
and they built a new jaw for the Ger
man soldier. Xow, Sir, this is no ex
aggeration of the evidence that came 
before the Commission. Yet this poor 
fellow of 'Ours' received $250, and a 
comparatively wealthy passenger on 
the "Stephano," who was travelling 
at this country's expense, was paid 
ct600 for the loss of a hat. I think if .. 
the truth was all told, the Prime :\lin-
ister did not know what he was doing 
in the administration of this fund. 

Take another member of 'Ours' who 
,,:as deliberately maimed by the enemy 
in the war. When arrived in Germany 
he was asked: "\Vhat did you come 
two thousand miles to fight for?" And 
there and then a German surgeon cut 
the tendons of the man's hand and 
this member is incapacitated today. 
He went before this Commission and 
he got $250. Another man lost his 
leg in a German prison camp through 
pure neglect. and all he got was $250. 
And so the same amount was paid to 
the five of them. I think I have de
monstrated the fact that the treat
ment these five men was nothing 
~hort of outrageous. \\rhy, Sir, to be 
straight about the whole thing, money 
<'ould not compensate these men for 
what they went through physically, 
and the least you could have given 
them was $2,000 each. Xow, Sir. you 
had a chance to be generous and you 
had a chance to do what the people of 
Newfoundland wanted you to do. and 
that was to deal with these men who, 

• 
unfortunately, were in the hands of 
the enemy; and you had a chance to 
do what every man went "over there" 
to fight wanted you to do. 

Take. again, the 72 prisoners who 
were taken at :\1onchy. Five of them 
2 eceived $250 each and the rest of 
Lhem $50 and $100. I would like to 
know how the Prime :Minister arrived 
at these figures. He was certainly 
more generous than that on Christ
mas Eve last when he had a brain 
wave and started to pay the men 
who served in the Mercantile Marine. 
I wonder where he got his advice from 
then? However. he suddenly found 
that his brain wave cost money. As 
far as the prisoners of war were con
cerned, they have been dealt with im
properly and unjustly and the Prime 
l\Iinister has used all these payments 
to bluff the public and bluff the re
turned men. If he took in his three 
Commissioners to advise him. why did 
t: e not go the whole way and say to 
his Commissioners. "You know the 
circumstances, you investigate and 
you recommend the payments." Other
'''ise, why did he pay $1000 to one 
man and $800 each to two others. 
These three Commissioners are good 
men in their way, but why throw 
away that amount of money. We are 
told that they had to take evidence 
and write out records, that every man 
,.,ho had been overseas knew all about. 
And now it is said they were entitled 
to nothing. 

Referring again to the Versailles 
Treaty. I say that when the money 
came to X ewfoundland it was up to 
Xewfoundland to decide how it was to 
be paid out. \Vith respect to the ori
ginal cases. compensation did not 
cover them. Reparations did not cover 
them. Gratuity is the word, and it 
was up to the Newfoundland Govern
ment through the Prime Minister, to 
give the returned prisoners of war a 
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decent gratuity, particularly in view 
of the small number who would re
ceive it. I consider the amount given 
them is positively ridiculous. The 
case is parallel to that of a man walk
irig down the street on a muddy day 
2nd who is bespattered and gets his 
dothes ruined. He takes the motor
can man to court and gets j~dgment 
for $50, the cost of his clothes. The 
Court does not tell him how that $50 
is to be spent; and this is exactly 
the same position we were in with re
gard to the British Government. The 
British Government said, "Here's your 
share," and it was left to the Xew
foundland Government to use its own 
ciscretion and judgment as to the dis
tribution of the money. When the fund 
was divided, Britain dealt with her 
Dominions, but she dealt with them 
on a per capita basis, and here I claim 
we did not get all we should. bu: if 
we had persons in charge of the af
fairs of this country, persons who ar e 
reasona1ble and responsible. I have no 
doubt but that we would have fared a 
great deal better than we did out of 
this reparation fund on the propor
tionate amount of fighting forces we 
put up. 

Canada is next door and she is get
ting her share for her population. I 
think that this unfair; I think it is 
only a matter which you, l\1r. Prime 
~1inister, when you were over there 
last year, if it had been missed before, 
could have it taken up then; you 
could take it up next year. Britain 
knows what Newfoundland did; she 
knows in proportion to our popula
tion. what fighting force was put up 
for the army and navy. I am positive 
that something better would be done; 
that makes my argument all the 
stronger for prisoners of war. The 
money you have on hand; I charge 
you, here and now. with not having 
dealt fairly with prisoners of war; 
not having dealt fairly with returned 

men. \\~ile there were only 72 Pris
oners of war, every returned tnaa 
feels there has been an unfair deal· 
every returned man feels it should 
never have cost anything to admfnta
ter the fund. Every returned Dlq 

feels that any civilian that touched a 
ftve cent piece of this money ought 
be ashamed of himself. We feel 
way about it, and every Newtou 
lander who did anything feels that w 
about it. 

I am going to tell this House 
that fund could have been adminls 
ed from the start, gratuitously, by 
Board of citizens, who would only 
too delighted. 'Vhere was the N 
foundland Patriotic Association 
carried on durin~ the war. and 
would be only too delighted to 
after prisoners of war and admin 
this fund.? What about the Pe 
ent Marine Disasters Board? 
are two who would have been only 
glad to administer this fund. 
now th!:it flag-waving is done. it l 
chanc~ to take easy money. and it 
the Prime Minister of Newfound! 
this Knight Commander of the M 
Distinguished Order of St. Michael 
~t. George, this man who did no 
for the war, to step in and take $ 
and I am here to protest against I 

am going to move the 
mittee rise, and the reason for 
:s that just now has •been placed 
my hands the answer to my ques 
=~ o. 64, in connection with the In 
national Power & Paper Co., whl 
f nd the Hon. :\1inister of Finance 
Customs is studying very closely. 
making that motion, which I hope 
be accepted by the Minister, I wish 
state that on tomorrow I would 
to hear from the honorable mem 
for Trinity South an explanation 
the statements contained in these 
papers which have just been tab 
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to whv conditions of the Interna-
as -
tional contract with the Government 
bave been so glaringly avoided by the 

company. 

I look upon it as being extremely 
serious. If it were not for that I 
would be quite prepared to go on and 
ceal with the matter of the Budget 

· riO'ht now. I hope that tomorrow the 
0 . 

Minister cf Finance and the honorable 
member for Trinity South, who is one 
of the Government Directors, will give 
us some explanation of the situation 
which. after six weeks of pressing, has 
teen table now for the first time. 

HO:\". JIIXISTER OF FIXAXCE AXD 
tTSTOiUS.-"\Vould you mind pointing 
cut what the Company have fallen 
down on? 

JIR. EJI:ERSOX.-Mr. Chairman, I 
will give you the Sections of the Act. 
You will find it in detail. It is on Or
der Paper of J\larch 25th. 

(Reads) 

~ow, if you will look, you will find 
that as from July 1st, 1928. they were 
fupposed to provide a fund to pur
chase the Debentures at the rate of 
105 per cent in such amounts as 
would relieve all Debentures by 1973, 
and also provide trustees with a fund 
to cover interest on the Debentures 
for the same purpose. That would 
amount-mind you, I'm not an expert 
on figures; I may be wrong on this
I just worked it out in my own mind. 
It would provide a position whereby 
on the filst of July this year the De
bentures ought to have been redeem
f:d; all the funds ought to be in the 
hands of the trustees to the tune of 
$1,000.000 already. In any event, per
haps the honorable member for Trin
ity South will explain why it is. I 
think he will agree that this informa
tion ought to be before the House in 
the early part of the session, because 
this $10,000,000 guarantee is a very 

important part of our financial liabil
ity: and, furthermore, why the trus
tees of the Debenture holders have 
not reported to the Government about 
the default; if the Trustees reported, 
why, when the question was asked, the 
information was not tabled? The 
Colonial Secretary is not here today. 

ROX. JIISISTER OF FIN AXCE AXD 
CUSTO:!JIS.-:\Ir. Chairman, in repi:; 
to the honorable member, I don't see 
any reason the Committee should rise 
at this stage. I have no objection to 
the honora·ble member having all the 
information available, but at this 
stage of the proceedings I don't see 
why. the Committee should rise. 

:!JIR. EJIERSOX.-Perhaps the l\Iin
ister of Finance and Customs will do 
the Committee the honor of explaining 
the statement that the Prime Minister 
has just handed me. 

ROX. JIITISTER FBAXCE A~D 
CrSTOJIS.-Mr. Chairman, in reply to 
the honorable member, my knowl
f:dge of these documents is they have 
T!Ot been in the hands of the Gov
e-rnmen t any more than a week. The 
Directors had to get in touch with 
Corner Brook and New York. 

::\IR. EJIERSOX.-1\fr. Chairman, I 
am not blaming the l\finister for any 
delay in tabling the document; I did 
not know they would be referred to at 
this stage. They should be tabled to
morrow. The Prime Minister brought 
them along, handed me a copy and 
e-ave one to the Minister of Finance. 
'i'he position is this: The question of 
this $10.000,000 and its true position 
should appear in the Minister's Bud
get. I don't know whether he thinks 
that $10.000.000 is such a small sum 
of money that it does not need to be 
~onsidered in the Budget. but I have 
been askin~ for this for six weeks, and 
now certain papers are put in my 
l:ands. I a·gree with the courtesy of 
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the Prime ~Iinister, putting them in my 
hr·nd in Committee, and handed ap
parently for the first time to the :\lin
ister of Finance, and I am asking now 
for an explanation of what they mean. 
Can he tell how much has been paid 
off; how much has been paid off un
der the contract existing today; how 
I!luch should have been paid off? 

:ilIR. GODDEN.-l\Ir. Chairman, the 
honorable member for Placentia East 
wonders why his question has been 
so long unans\vered. I may say that 
most of this information has been 
available w,ith the exception of the 
Auditor's report, which ends on July 
30th, that was not available and won·t 
be for a few days yet. That is the 
only reason why the question has 
been held up. The auditor's report 
for July 30th is not of great import-
3,nce, considering that you have the 
Auditor's report as to the 31st Decem
ber, 1.930. As to the question you re
fer to, particularly the Sinking Fund 
for the Redemption of Debentures, you 
will see in the auditor's report that 
you now have. just what has been 
flone in that matter. The report calls 
for no alarming comments. rather the 
contrary. The report, coming as it 
does from one of the most important 
auditors in :Montreal. is one which I 
would not care to criticise adversely 
unless I knew there was something to 
criticise, but their statements of as
sets and liabilities and their showing 
cf progress since 1928 is one wh i ~h 
gives us all cause in Newfoundland 
for thankfulness. You will see what 
their liquid assets are. 

In the Act it says that they must 
have not less than half a million dol
lars liquid assets. but actually they 
have over $3,000,000. You will also 
P.otice in the auditor's report the fact 
that the securities held for the De
benture holders are well protected re
garding fire insurance, and also that 

some of the B. Debenture Bonds have 
been redeemed. I don't know t hat 
there is very much else that I can say 
as a layman, but I think if the honor
able member will go well into that 
auditor's report and compare it with 
fl1e latter statement which you have 
a 1 so of the assets and liabilities, you 
bave no cause for criticism. 

MR. EJIERSO:X .-Then if this was 
rtvailable. why was it not tabled in 
the House in reply to my question ot 
six weeks ago? 

JIR. GODDEX.-The reason was 
that it was thought better to wait un
til the answer to the question might 
be given in full. 

JIR. EJIERSON.-1\Ir. Chairman , all 
except one part might have been 
tabled. I don't think the honorable 
member is speaking critically correct, 
the remainder of the question might 
have been tabled six weeks ago. Xow 
l get part four and five, and the bal
::!nce is to be given me just as the 
House is about to be prorogued, and 
the reason given is because the an
swer was not available, while now I 
get nart one which was available six 
weeks ago. The assets and liabilities 
should have been tabled in the House 
at the beginning of the session. I 
would like to ask how much interest 
was paid. and what redemption was 
m:.:i.de on the B Debentures? 

3-lR. GODDEN.- ! don't think any 
interest could be called for until such 
time as they had two and a half mil
lions of assets. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-1\Ir. Chairman, 

might I ask the honorable member if 
he has obtained any legal advice on 

the subject or whether this is merely 

his own opinion. Has he asked the 

Solicitor General about this ques

tion.? 
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r understand. l\lr. Chairman, that 
this two and a half millions is in 
addition to the red'=mption of the bonds 
and can be taken up in the purchase 
of property in Xewfoundland. So that 
as it is only a few thousand pounds 
has been paid off. 

The Chairman of Committee left the 
·Chair until 8 o'clock. 

The Chairman of Committee- re 
sumed the Chair at 8.15 o'clock. 

JIR. PLDDESTER.-Mr. Chairman. 
when the House gets down to the 
time when we are discussing Ways 
and :\leans, or, in other words, the 
Budget. the curtain is about ringing 
ctown on the session of the House. 
·we are now concluding the financial 
measures introduced by the i\Iinister 
of Finance and Customs about three 
weeks ago, and it doesn't matter 
much what we say now, we can't do 
anything more than what we have 
(}one. The country has seen and 
heard the Budget and in due time the 
country will pronounce upon it, and 
upon the records of finance and the 
other records of the Government. 
They must be prepared to face the 
e lectors on these records. We, on this 
~ide of the House, have discharged 
nnr duty as well as we knew how. 
\\.,.hen we gave our viewpoint we 
~hought we were right, and the Gov
ernment thought they were right. 

I spoke a few words about a week 
::i ~o a few words of warning. It was, 
I admit, _pessimism. I like to be op
timistic: I do not wish to do my coun
try an injury. The man who can sit 
in his seat and not issue a word of 
warning to the gentlemen who com
rose the Government would be re
creant in his duty, especially when we 
feel that we are come to the time 
when optimism is a very good trait, 
but a sincere warning note is a bet
tPr one. We did our duty in warning 
the government that we have come to 

the time when we must take due no
tice of the financial affairs of the coun
try. I remember the Finance l\1inister 
when he was on this side of the 
House. making a prediction that when 
Xewfoundland owed one hundred 
million dollars we would have come 
to the end our financial tether. 

The Finance Minister strikes a pes
simistic note himself when he asks
and I think with all due sincerity
bearing, as he does, a weight of re
sponsibility on his shoulders such as 
f£>w l\linisters have had to face since 
l 895: "\Vhere are we and whither 
tending?" 

We collected a very big revenue in 
1930, but our expenditure kept up with 
it. Xo matter how much revenue we 
collect, we always g€t our expendi
ture to keep pace with it; so that we 
are always in the hole. We have 
seen very few occasions indeed wheb 
we have shown a surplus. It's all very 
well for great countries like Canada 
and Australia to go on borrowing 
money, because there are people con
tinually pouring into these countries 
nnd they have tremendous resources. 

The prairies of Canada are an al
most unlimited source of wealth, and 
if the wheat supply falls off, they 
can rely on mixed farming. But Xew
foundland cannot compare with these 
great countries. Here we are, a small 
country, with a practically fixed popu
lation. and it should behoove every 
Finance Minister to keep our expendi
ture down as low as possible. Two 

' years ago .. it will be remembered, I 
asked the Finance Minister to start a 
Sinkin~ Fund, as conditions at that 
time were fairly good. He didn't do 
it then and he can't do it now. But 
during past years there were times 
when a sinking fund could have been 
started in order to take care of our 
debts. \Ve have now to keep on bor
rowing to pay off the interest on our 
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bonds, and there can be no prosperity 
in a country where borrowing is kept 
on, with no provision whatever for the 
future. 

England had a large . deficit last 
year, but more than half its deficit 
was paid into a sinking fund in order 
to redeem her bonds when they be
c0me due. The same thing is being 
done in Canada and in several other 
countries. The country that is mak
ing provision for a sinking fund in 
order to meet its de,bts is on the 
right road, and the country that is 
borrowing to meet its de·bts is on the 
wrong road. I also warned the Fin
ance :\Iinister last year in connec
tion with the spending departments of 
the government .. 

The permanent heads of the depart
ments ought to keep within their 
votes, but instead of that they seem 
t~' be vying with each other to see who 
can spend the most. Supplementary 
Supply has to be brought in again for 
r.ver $550,000, and that means that the 
}'leads of the departments have over
spent their votes by that amount. I 
nave always thought that the less 
money voted in the Estimates the bet
ter for the country. It makes it so 
much harder for the heads of the de
r artments to get money, and it is so 
much better for all concerned. The 
office of the Auditor General doesn't 
seem to care much. The departments 
are all overspending and there does 
r10t appear to be very much check on 
them. I agree absolutely with the 
Hon. the' Leader of the Opposition 
when he says that the public accounts 
f:hould be checked over every night by 
the Minister of Finance. so that he 
could see every possible way how 
the public moneys could be conserved 
and not overexpended. 

The Finance lVlinister has given us 
~ome interesting comparisons in his 
Budget. During the past few years 

our revenue has increased from eight 
million dollars to over eleven million 

,- -
dollars, but our expenditure has also 
kept pace with it, and that's the hard 
part of it. The more we get the more 
we spend. Every year we have to bor
row three or four million dollars to 
make up our deficits, forgetting that 
the interest is piling up to such an 
extent that it will be an absolute mill
stone around the necks of those who 
r.ome after us. The cost of govern
ment last year amounted to $45 a 
head, and if we add the borrowed 
money it amounts to $57.25 for every 
man, woman and child in the coun
try. 

It was agreed here, the other day, 
by members on both sides of the 
House. that the average earning pow
er of the fisherman was between 
$300 and $400 a year, and with the 
cost of government at $288.75 per 
family. anybody can see where the 
burden falls. It is on the middle 
class man-the man with an income 
from $1200 to $2500 a year. The mid
dle class man has to bear the brunt 
of the burden of taxation, and this 
class is finding it increasingly hard 
to live, especially in St. John's. This 
year, when we have raised the addi
tional eight million dollar loan, of 
which one· million is to go to the 
~iunicipal Council, and two millions to 
to the British Government, our pub
Uc debt will amount to ninety-three 
million dollars. That $355.50 per 
capita. or $1,850 per family, ~nd with 
an earning power like we have in 
Newfoundland, that is far too heavy. 

There are some figures the Fin
ance Minister gave out in connection 
with the Budget, and in dealing with 
them. I might say that it is not my 
intention to belabour the quesion in 
discussing them at any length tonight, 
as we have been talking figures prac
tically since the House opened. The 
Finance l\Iinister told us that the 
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Railway cost us $45.000,000 and the 
war cost $36.000.0'.)0, but since 1920-
21 you have raised by way of loans 
$54.564.000, and if you add to that the 
sum of $5,000,000 of 1931 you will get 
in rcund figures $60.0'.)0,000. That 
O'oes to prove that a lot of our rail-
o 
~·ay expenditure and war expenditure 
,yere taken care of through current 
account. Seemingly, the figures can
not agree. and I am not mathemati
cian enough to discover where the 
discrepancy lies. but this is certain, 
that we have raised by loans $60,000.-
000 within the past ten years. It is 
quite true a large amount of that 
money went to pay back loans which 
we had before 1920. 

:\ow, I would like to refer to the 
Finance Minister's forecast for 1931.
:12. both income and expenditure. His 
fore cast for 1930-31 was a bad estim
cite and he had a deficit of $1,974,600, 
and if you add to it that $1,000,000 he 
owed the Bank of Montreal, his de
ficit would be $1,000,000 greater, or, 
:rnproximately, $3,000,000 in round 
figures. That $1,000,000 borrowed from 
the Bank of Montreal went a very 
large way to relieve distress in the 
country last fall. A large amo1111t o~ 

it . was spent on Highroads to keep 
J"':rople employed and to give them the 
~.\·herewithal to buy food for the win
ter. Therefore, you cannot strictly 
call that capital account, altthough it 
h'ls been termed so for the past num
ber of years. However, the fact is 
that it cost $3,000,000 more to live 
than the Government collected• in 
revenue for the year 1930-31 and 
everybody knows that condition of af
fairs cannot continue. 

The position is that we got to find 
~-vider fields to get revenue from or 
else expenditure will need to be lop
ped off very considerably. The Fin
ance l\Iinister told us that he collect
ed •by waY. of Income Tax and other 

taxes $812,000 last year. That might 
!Jave relieved his Budget somewhat, 
but it did not do any good so far as 
a surplus is concerned for 1930-31, be
cause the expenditure went up as the 
income tax went up. For the year 
1931-32 the Finance Minister estim
ates to get through the Custom House 
$7,750,000. Last year he got from 
that source $7,650,000, or $100,000 less. 
That is, I am sure, a very optimistic 
outlook. Here is a complete list of 
the revenue and expenditure for 
1930-31, as confpared with the Min
i;:;ter's estimated revenue and expendi
ture for 1931-1932: 

Revenue 
1930-31. 

Customs ............ $7 ,650 ,000 
Posts and Tele-

graphs ·········· 600,000 
f'rc-wn Lands .. 110,000 
Fines and For-

feitures ........ 5,000 
Int. Guaranteed 

Loan ·············· 76,000 
Broom Dept. 2,000 
Inland Revenue 

Stamps ........ 72,500 
Taxes and As-

sessments .... 65,000 
Liquor Sales .... 400,000 
Fees:-

Institutions 65,000 
Estate Duties .... 30,000 
Income & other 

t!'.lXe'3 .............. 650,000 
:\1iscellaneous 300,000 

Revenue 
1931-32 

$7,750,000.00 

620,000.00 
115,000.00 

6,000.00 

76,891.08 
2,500.00 

65,000.00 

65,000.00 
300,000.00 

60,000.00 
50,000.00 

600,000.00 
300,000.00 

Total ............ $9,920,500 $11,895,100.08 

Deficit ............................ $1,974,600.08 

Expenditure 
1930-31 

Finance .......... $4,973,300 
Colonial Secy. 234,900 
Pub. Charities.. 325,900 
Public Health.. 341,000 

1931-3~ 

$5,202,431.08 
124,412.50 
311,537.05 
325,674.00 
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Justice .............. 406,000 
hducation ........ 1,025,500 
M. & Fisheries 504,100 
Agric. & Mines 197 ,300 
Public Works .... 1,030,500 
Posts & Tel.. ... 1,536,500 
Customs ............ 664,500 
AEsessors 15,100 
Pensions Com. 640,500 

387,857.75 
1,013,065.03 

410,697.09 
152,450.56 
943,675.50 

1,445,585.00 
549,869.50 
15,840.00 

634,050.00 

Total ............ $11,895,100 $11,467 ,146.00 

Now some of these 9figures are very 
r.ptimistic and I should not be sur
prised if the Finance Minister next 
year will realise his over-optimism of 
this year. So far as myself and my 
colleagues are concerned, apart from 
all partisan feelings,, we wish that he 
will be able to come in next year and 
be able to balance his Budget, and I 
would not be a true citizen of New
foundland if I wished anything differ
ent, but I say that his over-optimism 
and his high hopes are not going to 
be realised for 1931-32 any more than 
they were realised for 1930-31. For in
stance, your estimated expenditure tor 
the Colonial Secretary's office for 
J 931.-32 is $124,000; well, if I know 
anything about the public accounts, 
your general contingency account 
alone will take care of that amount. 
because more than $124,000 was spent 
on general contingency account by 
that department last year. 

Now the total expenditure for the 
current year is $11,895,100 and the 
expenditure estimated for next year is 
~11,467,146, or $428,000 less than the 
expenditure for last year. Add to that 
the amount taken for Supplemental 
Supply and thenaccount for the cut 
in the salaries of Civil Servants, and 
you will find that the estimated ex
penditure for 1931-32 will reach $12,-
000.000 approximately. Now, I can
not see where the Finance Minister is 
going to get the revenue to meet that 

expenditure. l\Iost of the business men 
of the country know what kind of a 
year we have facing us, and it Will 

take all the ingenuity and all the ab
ility that the Finance ::.Vlinister pos
sesses to get down near to balancing 
a budget next year, even with the de
ficit that the Finance Minister esti
mates, namely, $1,350,000. And then 

' in addition to that, we have the rail-
way to contend with. A great deal 
has been said in criticism of the rail
way, but in my opinion we would not 
ne very much without a railway. 

Before the war, from 1890 up to 1.914, 
with the progress the nations and 
countries of the world were making, 
1 think Newfoundland would have 
been lagging very far behind if t here 
had been no railway. The branch 
railways were built in 1909, 1910, 1911 
and 1912. I don't think these men 
who were responsible for this policv 
were dishonest. I think they were 
honest. It might have been better 
for the country if the railways were 
not built. Nobody could foresee the 
war, wh~ch added $36.000.000 to Capi
tal and Current exn°nditures. The men 
whose policy brought the branch rail
wavs into being I think were absolute
ly honest, and they did it for the <::.a ke 
of trying to put ~ewfoundland in the 
forefront, as her situation and her 
r osition in the British Empire with 
Responsible Government for 60 years 
before that time, entitled her to be in; 
but anybody can see the mistake af
ter the thing is done. I have no hesi
tatidn in saying that if the statesmen 
of those days could have seen that 
the Great War was going to come up
on us in 1914 there would have been 
no branch railways built. 

We have branch railways today, and 
probably it would be better for the 
country if the rails were taken up and 
other services inaugurated, such as bu s 
S€rviees, and these things which could 
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be run very much more cheaply than 
locomotive engines and the cars that 
we run there today. Then, as I said 
the other day, the time may arrive 
when we shall be able to close down 
the branch railways, when we shall 
have to cut our steamer services to the 
vcne, if prosperity does not dawn on 
xewfoundland during the next three 
er four years. Anybody can see that 
js what will have to come; we cannot 
go on borrowing millions upon mil
lions. 

In five years time our interest will 
be up to $6,000,000 a year, instead of 
$5.000,000. Where the people of this 
country are going to get the money to 
pay that, I don't know. We are sell
ing our products today in markets to 
people who have not the money to buy 
~nd pay a high price for them. It was 
only Friday night we had a debate on 
the Fish Bill, and we were told that 
if we did not do something to hold the 
markets we would have no markets to 
sell fish to in five years time. That 
being so, we all, as the representa
tives of the people of Xewfoundland in 
the Legislature, should give serious 
thought to what will happen to us if 
we carry on in the way we are going. 
In my opinion, that Bill, even it is does 
pass this House, even if it does go in
:o effect this year, it will be some time 
·before we get the markets back to 
'"here they were years ago. I nesi
tate after the speech that was made 
here on Friday night, to give expres
sion to any views that could in any 
way be construed to put a setback on 
anything that would be done to af
fect the market for our produce. I 
have yet, Sir, to be convinced that, 
and I say this in all seriousness, that 
lhat Bill will raise the price of fish 
one cent. If we do not raise the 
price of our products, if that Bill does 
Pot raise the price of our products 
during the next two or three years, 
you see what a situation we are facing. 

We have to increase the earning 
power of our people if we are to do 
anything to meet the large deficit and 
to meet the heavy cost of government 
in this country. 

There is no question but that the 
railway is a big drawback, a half a 
million dollar drawback every year 
to the finances of this country. One 
asks the question, what are we going 
to do without the railway? Are we go
ing back to 50 or 60 years ago, to the 
time when our fathers and grand
fathers ploughed along, having to go 
without a railway or without any
thing? The modern trend of events 
simply will not let us return to those 
days. If we want services, if we say 
we must have steam services and rail
way services, then the people of New
foundland, whose incomes are more 
than $1,000 or more than $1500, these 
are the people that must pay for them 
in the future. It cannot be the man 
who earns $300 or $400 a year at the 
fishery. 

I agree with the Finance Minister 
in some things which he has said in 
connection with the railway. I be
lieve the railway expenditure can be 
e:ut down. I have an answer to a 
question here tabled a day or two ago 
which shows that the railway for the 
last two years paid $27 ,000 in doctors~ 
fees. I don't believe for one moment 
that that amount should be paid. I 
think the Finance l\finister should tell 
the Rail way Commission that they 
should not only co-operate, but he 
should order the railway management 
to keep down expenses. I am well 
aware that the men themselves paid 
~o much per month to pay those 
amounts, but not half the amount pay
able to the doctors was collected from 
the men. One doctor gets everything 
that is paid by the men at the rail
way at the rate of 40c. per month, 
and that doctor received $17 ,000 in two 
years. 
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The rest of it was taken from the 
finances of the railway to pay those 
doctors' fees. I think that is a little 
bit high; no wonder the Colonial 
sent back the answer to get more 
accurate information. There are lots 
0f other things that can be cut down 
as far as the railway is conce1 ned. 
I would advise the Finance Minister 
if he has to go on paying deficits, to 
co-operate with the management of 
the railroad and see what can b~ c~1t 

down. That cannot be done by run
ning trains without passengers, by 
trips across the Gulf without passen
gers; running up expenses and in
creasing deficits. I think these things 
$hould be absolutely forbidden. 

I would like to ask the l\Iinister in 
connection with the railway and the 
subsidies, if he has made any progress 
in collecting from the Canadian Gov
ernment the $235.000 that he claims 
is owing by that Government to the 
people of Newfoundland since 1923 up 
to date? 

HOX. Jil:NISTER FIXAXCE .A:XD 
Cl'STO:JIS.-I have not got anything 
yet. 

)fR. PUDDESTER.-Mr. Chairman, 
the Minister of Finance visited Ot
tawa in January, 1930, to try and im
press upon the !.\linister of the Crown 
there our claim against the Canadian 
Government ,and I think he thought 
he had something when he came 
back. I visited Ottawa in May last, 
and I was talking to the Minister of 
Inland Revenue. I asked him-as I 
":as interested in the question myself, 
as the Finance l\Iinister had told me 
how he was received and how he ex
nected to get the money-I asked the 
:.\rinister of Inland Revenue what they 
were going to do to pay Xewfoundland 
the money that they owed us for the 
subsidy. His claim was that the Xew
fN1ndland Government had to intro
duce legislation into the House and 

pass that Act of Legislation in con. 
nection with certain duties, preference 
duties, that were given Canada, be
fore he would undertake to pay New
foundland any subsidy. I don't know 
if he made any such agreement with 
the Finance :\.Unister, but he gave me 
to understand that was the agree
ment; that it would not be done un
less it were done on a revenue resolu
~i0n after the Budget had been 
tabled. 

I came home a day or two before the 
Budget went through the House. I 
saw no such resolution in the Budget 
;:i,q I thought was going to be there 
t0 enable the Canadian government 
to see that Kewfoundland was sincere 
iµ making the bargain that I under
stood was made with the Finance 
Minister. That was the statement to 
me, that they would not do anything 
nntil they had ~bsolute faith from the 
Government of Newfoundland. l\Iy own 
view is that it is not very much good 
to give a large concession of $29,000 to 
get $35,000. It is almost better to let 
it go. 

The Canadian Government paid 
Reids a subsidy of $35,000 for carry
ing the mails; since this Government 
took over the railway they have not 
paid it; surely they owe it to the Xew
foundland Government as much as 
they owed it to the Reid Company in 
rlqvs gone by. I don't blame the Min
ister for trying to collect it. It has 
teen suggested that something should 
be done in connection with the Po~+ 

0ffice at Sydney; to remove it to Port 
aux Basques and show the Canadian 
Government that we mean business, if 
they do not pav the subsidy. Then 
their mails would remain on the wharf. 
: know there would be some difficul
ties in the way of doing that; I know 
that we would have to hold up the 
i:teamer for two or three hours. I 
would suggest exploring that to find 
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out whether it could not be done. I 
tbink the steamer remains at North 
Sydney now for two or three hours 
to assort the mail. I think if we could 
not bring the Canadlan Covernme!'lt 
to terms any other way, it might be 
done that way, even though there is 
some difficulty in the way. I think 
\Ye should explore every avenue ~o 

13ake the Government o: C~nada, who 
can now get mails brought into Kew
foundland free, pay this subsidy even 
though we have to encounter difficulty. 

I have very little more to say be
yond expressing the hope that LL~ 

Finance Minister during the next year 
,vill be well within his estimate, for 
it will give me great pleasure to see 
that the country is again coming back 
to prospei:ity, that prosperity is again 
showing h.er face in X ewfoundland, and 
I think the Finance Minister should 
institute a stringent rule in his De
partment. He should say: "These are 
the Estimates ! this is the money that 
YOU have been voted; keep within that 
vote." He should give the Auditor 
General and his staff, who conduct 
tbe audit in these departments, strict 
orders that nothing is to be paid out 
beyond what is absolutely necessary 
for the business of the country. May 
I read an extract or two from the 
Finance Minister's Budget so as to 
give emphasis to the House: 

(Reads) 

I hope that the Finance Minister 
will put that into practice; that he 
will insist that these are his views and 

House, face the members and give an 
account of his stewardship, for t• .ree 

• 
terms: the past year, the current V·.?:.r 
and the future year. Far be it frf)m 
me to suggest that anything will be 
c1.one to hamper the affairs of tte 
country to keep us in a state of tur
moil, as we are going to be, if we C3.11-

not get the rcvenl1e. I do trust tnat 
the Finance ::\1inister will fully realise 
that we must try to do our best to 
keep our country in the position and 
the place that she occupies as a unit 
of the British Empire. 

JIR. E~IERSO~-Mr. Cha:Tman, the 
remark.s I have to make on the Budget 
will be very short as tfue Hon. Leader 
of the Oppoosition and my friend the 
Hon. member for Bay de Verde have 
reviewed 1the position so exhaustively 
that there is little left for me to say. 
I see now that we are, at the end of 
the session having placed before us 
many Bills of major importance. Bills 
which call for much serious consid
eration that should be dealt with by 
!the w'hole House and not rushed 
through, as will of necessity occur. 
because we haven't sufficient time left 
to give them full consideration, and 
these Bills need deep thought, not to 
be hurried before a Committee or 
Select Committee as the case may be. 
Now, just at present we are on Supply 
and tomorrow we have on the Order 
Paper the Salt Codfish Bill, the l\Iuni
cipal Bill and so on and these are Bills 
of major importance. 

Now I think this Salt Codfish Bill 
they must be carried out. Twice al- calls for much earnest discussion; it 
ready the Finance Minister has ex
press._ed those views in his Budget 
and twice we have had Supplemental 
Supply of over half a million dollars. 
'fhe answer is that his authority is 
being defied. The Finance Minister is 
the guardian of the purse strings of 
this country; the Finance Minister, in 
the last analysis, must come into this 

is very important to the country, and 
it is not fair for the Government to 
present this Bill and immediately 
proeeed to put it through when the 
Opposition have had no opportunity to 
con3ider ft. It Isn't fair to the mem-
bers of the Government 
surely the Government 
these Bills prepared for 

themselves; 
must have 
Legislation. 
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Another thing I wish to draw the 
attention of the House to is tha't the 

~ 

:\Iinister of Finance and Customs 
shoul d present his Budget before the 
House about half-way through the 
session, rthat is in a session of this 
duration the Budget should have been 
presented about a month from the 
closing of the House. That, I believe 
is the practice in all Houses of Parlia
ment in leading countries, it might be 
worth while looking that up. Last year 
the Budget was brought in even later. 
I realize that certain circumstances, 
over which we h~d no control, as for 
example, the Viking disaster delayed 
matters, still I think if the Govern
ment wish, as I understand they do, 
to close the house at the end of the 
week matters might 'have been better 
dealt wit'h than they have. It is not 
the object of the Qppositiono to keep 
the House open~far fro111 it; it is 
their object to close the House. Still, 
I do not think it right that legislation 
s1hould be rushed through as it often 
is; time and again we have evidence 
in our courts of the mistakes a.nd 
harm that is resultant to this hurried
ly passing legislation because matter:-; 
have been brought up so late that 
there is not proper time to deal with 
them. 

Xow, I'm often complained of, as 
being critical, yet I think I':n one of 
the least critical of men, yet I can't 
discuss the Budget of our Finance 
:\iinister without being just a little 
critical. I would say that I t'hink that 
when the Finance ~Iinister presented 
his first Budget, he, in :iis youthful 
e~huberance. I think I might term it, 
his youthful joy at finding himself in 
such a position, made certain state
ments. Now, as I will never be Finance 
:\1inister of this country, I will take 
this opportunity of making a few re
marks about his financial knowledge, 
that, when after the next election, I 

am sitting on the other side of the 
House and he is sitting on this side , 
as I will only be one of the rank and 
file on the other side, then he will not 
be able to criticize my actions , that 
is, he won't be able to say about me 
"\"':hat I'm going to say about him now. 

Xow the Hon. Minister, when he 
came into power, spoke rather severe
ly of his predecessor, and he, perhapa, 
under the impression that the large 
1'""' n he was going to raise would do 
so, made very optimistic statements. 
Though be was the one who told un 
that this should not be done, th-:i t the 
country should kn1ow the worst siide 
of the story, the real t r uth that we 
could only get so much and that we 
rm~st s.pend at least a certain sum. 
Yet the year which he said would 
show a profit of $17,319.00 ·tur ns out 
to show a deficit of $2,974,00'0.00. Now 
I wouldn't like to say what the pant 
Finance :\Iinister would say about his 
successor, who, after predicting a 
surplus of over $17,000.00 has a deficit 
of nearly $3,000.000.00 and th is doesn 't 
include the railway. 

It seems really unbelievable that 
such a surplus could be estimated and 
show the deficit it did. I r ealize of 
course, that certain circumsti\nces 
which could not be helped were large
ly to blame for this, but I would like 
to point out to the Finan ce l\!Iinii:1ter 
that he should not be so critical of hiff 
predecessor when he has seen what 
has happened to himself. 

I do not criticise the ::\Iinister of 
Finance and Customs for being out in 
his estimates. but I do criticise bim 
for the way in which he criticised the 
previous ::\'Iinister of Finance and Cus
toms. 

Last year and the ye~ r before I 
questioned him as to his Budget being 
comulete, and this year or at this 
session of the House I should 'Say, I 
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spoke regarding the Highroads Co:n
mission where all the money that has 
been spent has been charged to cur
rent account instead of being charged 
to capital· account. The l\Iinister of 
Finance and Customs, under the pres
ent regulations, has no control what
ever oYer the ex;enditure in this De
partment. \\rhat happens is this, he 
has no idea whatever of the Highroads 
program, but work is done under this 
Department until a tremendous over
draft is the result, and the Highroad:-> 
Commission applies to the l\linister of 
Finance and Customs to meet his 
overdraft. I contend -he should have 
comnlete control over the amounts 
paid this Department by way of sal
aries, roads. buildin ~ of bridges and 
machinery, but this is all done by the 
Highroads Commission over which 
the Finance Minister has no control. 
In other words the Minister does not 
or never will know what amount is 
actually spent ·this year, nor does he 
know what they contemplate srrnnding 
durjng the forthcoming year. 

The Minister said that he was going 
to be the :\laster of this House, ibut 
how can he be the Master if money 
is spent about which he gets no ac
count whatever. I regret to say that 
he can never be the :Master of the 
House of Finance if he has no control 
of the money spent by the Highroads 
Commission. 

A few days ago when this question 
was brought up in the House he rais
ed the argument that the Highroads 
Department was not to be a per
manent Department of the Civil Ser
vice, and while I admit that the argu
ment was good, it is no reason why 
the Chairman of the Highroads Com-

mission should be allowed to spend 

such a tremendous sum without the 

permission of the Minister of Finance 

and Customs. 

Even though this Department does 
not come under the Civil Service Act, 
the l\linister should have estimates 
showing the expenditure of that De
partment and what he needs to meet 
the program for last year or the 
program for the coming year, but to-

- day the l\.Iinister has not got the fog
giest notion of what is required for 
the forthcoming year. 

What will happen is this, that one 
of those days there will be a demand 
from the Highroads Commission to 
the Governor in Council to meet an 
overdraft of two or three or four 
thousand dollars at some bank, and 
it will have to be put up without any 
questions as to the amount or the 
justification for the extra expenditure. 

' For years past I have pointed out 
to the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms about this condition. Since the 
present Government has come in, a 
Treasury Board has never operated, 
and I think a Board of this nature, if 
operated properly, would be very ad
vantageous to the :\iinister of Finance 
and Customs. In England for many 
years past and in Canada "during later 
years this Board has been found to be 
of outstanding importance and bene
fit, and it is only during the last seven 
or eight years that it has not operated 
here. I think it is a great mistake that 
it is not functioning to its full extent, 
as I really believe that the Minister 
would find it of great value. 

This year we had from the Minister 
of Finance and Customs his Estimates 
and Supplementary Supply, but we dfd 
not have from him anything for ad
ditional Supply, and I feel sure, 
though I cannot definitely state, 
whether or not this has ever happened 
during previous Governments, whether 
or not this has ever happened during 
the past twenty years, and he might 
be able to point out to me one year in 
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which additional supply has not been 
asked for. This makes me feel very 
dubious regarding his Estimates anu 
Budget, and I feel that next year he 
will have to ask us for additional Sup
ply, and I know that if he was to take 
the Departmental figures for the com
ing year for additional Supply, there 
would be another twenty, thirty or 
forty thousand dollars added to his 
Budget for next year. 

I think possibly what the Leaner of 
the Opposition said regarding last 
year's Budget, and the Minister not 
facing his present difficulties but put
ting them off for future troubles is 
perfectly true. 

I do not wish to point a finger of 
scorn at the Minister, but I must sav 
that he has no thou.ght for the future. 
and last year's Estimates and Budget 
proved that. 

In the fall of the year condition·s 
became such that the Government 
could not be in any way blamed. but 
even then the Government, or maybe 
I should say the Executive Govern
ment did not try to face the 'difficulties 
which were before them. I believe that 
had the Government then and there 
faced these problems we would not 
have been placed in the position that 
we are today. 

I can hardly imagine that the 
Executive Government did not realize 
the difficulties with which they were 
placed during the fall and winter of 
last year, and yet nothing was done 
of a constructive nature to offset these 
conditions. The result was that during 
the winter all they did was to bail out 
dole on an unprecedented scale. I. 
myself, wrote the Minister of Financ-e 
and Customs, the Prime Minister and 
the Colonial Secretary about construc
tive work that might be done in my 
district, and they did not even answer 

my letter, tho I must say that in a dis
cussion with the Finance ::\Iinister he 
agreed with me about the terrible con
ditions and the necetsity for doing 
something, but notLing whatever was 
done, and the result was that in my 

district dole was still bailed out to 
people who did not need it. 

A man, and a man whose word I 
·would accept, came to me and asked 
me if there was no way in which this 
dole could be stopped, and if there was 
no practicable way in which money 
might be spent in the District. But in 
spite of this the Government did not 
stop, and I ask· the Minister now 
how he can expect to balance his 
Budget if that is going on. · Not a 
single cent was spent on work 
that gave any value last year but all 
the GoYernn~ent Clid was bail out th~ 
dole and I again ask the :\Iinister now 
how can he expect to balance his 
Budget if this is going to continue. 

This year the Hon. ::\Iinister has in
formed the House that he expects to 
have another deficit; I sincerely re
gret that that is the case. Last 
year it reached the enormous ff''{te,At 
of $2,000,000 and this year I don·:-. be
lieve it will be less than $2,500.000. 
Among the things that have not heen 
allowed for is thr. amount for tlrn e:i,,
tension of the l\1emorial Colleg~ ot 
$100,000 and the $375.00Q for thP THs· 
tricts to get the fishermen ready f01 
the fisb.t-1 y and the additional ~1::;0.-

000 -..v}1ich I hope is going to be given 
to the different districts; added to this 
there is $120,000, the cost of raising 
the new loan; my own opinion is that 
by June 30th there won't be a cent 
left in the Treasury. Does the Hon. 
l\Iinister know what the Audit Act is 
or what it contains. It states that the 
Government can not get a temporary 
loan for six months and they will have 
a whole year to go and I know ths 
the Banks won't give them the credit 
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theY· will require. The Hon. Minister 
must bear in mind that banking con
ditions are not the same today as 
theY were a few years ago and the 
banks and getting more and more 
conservative. 

To my mind no past Government 
has been placed in the position that 
the present Government is and that is, 
to have no money to face the exnen
ditures they anticipate making. Mem
orial College, $100,000; General Pur
roses, $375.000; the $150,000 which I 
a!11 hcping for the district, but which 
we may not get, and the $120,000 the 
cost of raising the New Loan, this 
leaves them with a deficit of $420,000 
after paying off the old loan. I feel 
like advising the 1.Winister to make 
the new Loan $9,000,00'). In making 
tbis estimate in the Budget he has 
not taken into consideration the In
tPrnational Power and Parer Co., nor 
the amount owed the Government by 
the International Power and Paper 
Co. on their debentures. 

I do not like at this late hour to 
flP.lav the HouEe regarding this mat
ter but must point out that at the 
present time in my opinion, the $10-
000.000 guarantee given by the Gov
ernment should he anproximatelv re
i!_pf'ed to ~9.000,000. Bonds should have 
been retired to the extent of $800.000 
anrt by the 15t1-t of July should be re
tired another $200.000. It is a shocking 
condition of affairs to think that six 
...-·peks age I asked a questio~ in this 
House concerning this matter. I think 
it was on ~March 25th that I asked 
this question, and from day to day I 
have been pestering the Government 
for an answer to thi::; question and am 
informed by the Colonial Secretary 
that a cable has been sent for the in
formation. Even if the Government 
had not the power of appointing two 
flh·ectors to look after their interests, 
this condition would be disgraceful, 

but ·when we take into consideration 
the fact that they have this power and 
can still give us no information, then 
I say it is criminal. 

These directors receive $2,500.00 per 
year and do nothing to earn that 
money; someone is gravely at fault. 
That is no excuse for the Auditor 
General. Why did he not report to the 
Covernment? The International Pow
er and Paper Company were obliged 
to reduce these bonds and provision 
was not made. We heard nothing from 
the Auditor General as usual. It is 
time that that Department was 'done 
away with. 

Having spoken so calmly and with 
heat for perhaps five minutes, I draw 
my remarks to a conclusion. I do so 
in the hope and in the spirit that the 
turn of the tide has come. I do not 
rneg_n that we are through all of it 
yet but I think that the possibility of 
a fair fishery this year is good and 
fu 1·thermore I think that the prices 
~rill be higher. I think that the mar
kets are better than last year. I do not 
speak in a spirit of excessive optimism 
except that I look for a boom, I think 
that conditions are better than they 
-were. \\Te must bear in mind that the 
fundamental supplies necessary for 
the fishermen to get to the fisheries 
are cheaper, conditions, even in Spain, 
where they had a revolution only late
ly, are, I think, better than they were 
last year. While the merchants lost 
considerable money last year, their 
conservatism in supplying the fisher
men this year will enable them to pay 
a higher price this year. 

I criticised the Finance Minister for 
making a nrophecy; that is mine; I 
hone that it will be correct. 

llON. JIINISTER OF FINANCE & 
CL-STOJIS-Mr. Chairman, I think 
that it is customary before passing 
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these Resolutions for the l\Iinister in 
charge of the Budget to make some 
short reply to the criticisms of the 
Opposition and I would say at this 
juncture that the Opposition have 
criticized the Budget in a very, very 
fair manner. There was nothing offen
sive in what they said, I failed to see 
in any of their criticisms any touch 
of political tinge and the only 
criticism they made was in the nature 
of looking at the situation as a very 
critical question. I must thank them 
for praising me and telling me I am 
the most wonderful man in the coun
try, everything they said was directed 
to me, you would imagine that I was 
the only member of this House. That 
is the gist of their criticisms. 

I would say this much, and I wish 
that my voice could reach the whole 
country tonight, that not since the 
days of Responsible Government, has 
any other Finance Minister been con
fronted with the situation that I have 
been faced with. \Ve have heard 
discussed in various ways how 
the Budget should have been balanced. 
l\Ir. Alderdice says that I charged 1928-
29 business to 1929-30 account to 
show a surplus. That is not correct. 
The argument he gave was in refer
ence to the Postal business of $70.000, 
that argument has been refuted. That 
was a subsidy for l\Iay and June and 
in previous administrations it was 
paid from year to year and the fin
ancial year started on l\'Iay 1st and 
this year we charged up 14 months 
and it had nothing to do with the small 
surplus on Current Account 1929-30. 

There were several reasons for the 
accounts being squared last year. The 
Government 
collecting 

was instrumental in 
considearble outstanding 

money and they also entered into an 
arrangement with the Bell Island 
people whereby they paid $150.000 on 
the royalties they owed the Govern-

ment and the revenues collected from 
these sources helped in no small mea
sure to balance current account. The 
argument that the cost of the High
roads Commission was not charged 
up .to Current Account is true, the 
argument put forward was that if the 
Highroads had been charged to Cur
rent Account there would have been 
a deficit. 

I stated before and I state here 
again now that in my opinion the 
Highroads is not a permanent Depart
ment of the Government. It was start
ed in 1924 or 1925 and I say that it is 
the greatest curse that was ever in
flicted on the counry. In 1924 the fish
ermen were prepared to go to the 
fisheries but when the work started 
on the Highroads, the men, especially 
a ro'J nd Conception Bay would not go 
to the fisheries and went to work on 
the roads. That, in my opinion, wa3 
the beginning of the disaster to the 
fisheries in Xewfoundland. Therefore, 
in my opinion, the Highroads are the 
greatest curse ever inflicted on the 
fisheries in Newfoundland. 

In criticising the Budget the Op
position members have been quite fair 
and probably not quite frank. I say 
to the people of this country and I 
wish that they could all hear my voice 
tonight, that they have got to realize 
that we are up against it just as every 
other country in the British Empire 
today is up against it. \Ye have only 
a population of 250,000 and as sug
gested by l\1r. Puddester, we act like 
a country with a population of 250 
million. I attributed in my Budget 
Speech the present financial condition 
to the construction of the railway and 
the cost of the war. The war cost us 
$34,000,000 and this amount was found 
out of Exchequer Account. 

It has been suggested in this Hou~e 
that in order to retain the dignity or 
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the position of a Dominion, or a Colony, 
of the British Empire we should have 
par taken in the War. The War is over 
and I say that Newfoundland could 
never a fford to pay for her part in the 
War and the Newfoundland Govern
ment of the day, whoever they were 
should have seen that someone else 
paid the bills. What would we find to
day if we were $34,000,000 less in 
debt; it would mean that we would 
h~ve t o pay one and three quarter mill
ion dollars less in interest charges 
and we would be in a fairly good fin
ancial circumstances. However, it 
can't be helped and we have got to 
make the best of it we can. I tell the 
people of the country tonight as Fin
ance ::\iinister, that we cannot better 
our financial condition without the 
co-operation of the people and the 
Departmental beads and the Oppo
sition. Without that co-operation we 
c~nnot hope to better our financial 
condition. 

l.\Iy position now is almost like the 
'head of a glorified Labor Bureau, with 
people coming around from morning 
till night, I don't get time to think 

.about the finances of the country. I've 
tried to tell the whole story openly, 
and I want to say now that every one 
has got to do his share in trying to 
put the vessel back on an even keel. 
l\Ir. Alderdice referred to the position 
of the country, as like a ship sailing 
into a storm with all sail spread. I 
agree with him that the only way for 
us to get on now is to double reef her. 
People now seem to have the idea 
that there are barrels and barrels of 
money in the Treasury and all we've 
got to do is to bail it out in bucketfuls. 
I don't know what makes people think 
that. 

I don't want, Mr. Chairman, to a p
pear unduly pessimistic. If I wanted 
to be pessimistic, I'm afraid I would 
have presented a very different Bud-

get. I wanted to be as optimistic as I 

could for the sake of the country. 
'\\~hen I was on the other side of the 
House and used to criticize the Fin
ance :\1inister of the time, conditions 
were very different then. There was 
more revenue coming in and more 
avenues were open. The cost of goods 
was higher and our duties being col
lected on a ad valorem basis, our re
venue \Vas higher . .N'ow goods can be 
got for little or nothing, certainly at 
prices greatly below market values of 
twelve months ago. 

).Jearly all the textile goods that 
come into Newfoundland today are 
·practically given a way in the United 
States and the position we take in the 
Customs Department is that we try to 
do the best we can to value these 
goods and to carry out the law. As 
a matter of fact I have held up a lot 
of goods both in St. John's and out
side of it in order to have them pro
perly assessed. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
You have drifted away from the point. 
I want to see Newfoundlanders kept 
at work. 

HO~. JIIXISTER OF FINASCE & 
CrSTOJIS-Do you mean that I want 
tc see a crowd of men out of work? 
That is the impression you are trying 
to create. The Hon. member made 
mistakes as well as I have. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
! have admitted them. 

HON. JIINISTER OF FIN AXCE & 
CrSTOJIS- I have not heard you. I 
said here the other day that the man 
who does not make a mistake is no 
good, and I repeat that assertion now. 
There is very little more I can say 
on the Budget because when one talks 
on local industries it touches the 
heart of the Leader of the Opposition, 
but if I were interested in local in-
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dustries I could tell some interesting 
things. 

HO~. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX
You were interested in a certain local 
industry one time and you were very 
glad to get out. 

HOX. MllISTER OF FI~A:SCE & 
CT;STO:~IS-Sure we were forced out 
because of a similar industry right 
here in the city today which is making 
handsome profits had got such a large 
protection, and more than they should 
have, that we were unable to compete 
with them. ~ow I think I made a mis-
take in these Resolutions, as I should 
have incorporated in them a further 
reduction on imported tobaccos. Thi3 
industry is controlled largely by a big 
corporation in the United States and 
they concentrated down here and put 
the industry I was interested in out 
of business. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Their prices were so low that your 
firm could not meet them and that is 
why you closed down. 

ROX. JI~ISTER OF FIXA~CE & 
rrSTOlIS-This local industry bus
iness started here before I was born. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX
And yet you think they should be 
burnt down. 

HON. JIINISTER OF FilAXCE & 
CCSTOJIS-The statement I maae in 
that particular case was misconstrued 
just as another article which appear
ed in "The Watchman" was miscon
strued and I am now going to refer 
to it. 

(Reads Article in "Watchman") 

I said that through an error on the 
part of the Accountant at the Post 
Office $76,000 did not appear in the 
Estimates for Supplementary Supply, 
and I said if that were so the surplus 

showed would not be so large but for 
the mistake that was made. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX
I said if that was correct your surplus 
would be cut in two. 

HON. MI~ISTER .OF FIXAXCE & 
CrSTOlCS-You ought to bring Your 
man of the "Watchman'' to task. I 
have been accused of saying last year 
that our local in:dustrie.s should be 
burnt down. This paper does not mat
ter much to me. I know that it is only 
published for the purpose of publish-
ing the guff that the "Telegram" and 
"Daily News" refuse to publish. Any 
how I am glad I am not interested in 
that p~per and do not want to be. 
However, Mr. Chairman, the criticism 
of the Budget by the Opposition has 
be-en fair, but principally for the rea
son that they could not off er the 
House any constructive criticism. 

HONe MINISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS-Mr. Chairman, I 
would crave your indulgence to refer 
to a report that appeared in the news
paper "Watchman" relative to an 
incident that occurred when the Es
timates for Steam Subsidies were up 
for debate. It might be considered 
alright for some members of this 
House to make a joke out of mis
representation but I dont. If the 
paper referred to members of the 
House only I would not rise in my 
seat to reply to it; but a statement 
has been made in the "V\~atchman'" 

which reflects upon the efficiency of 
an official of the Government who hap
pens to work in the Post Office, and I 
would not be p'erforming my duty as 
head of that department if I would 
not dr-a w the attention of the Leader 
o{ the Opposition to the article, as I 
notice that his picture embellishes the 
pages of every issue of this paper. We 
presume, therefore, that the statements 
contained in this paper from week to 
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week are known to the Leader of the 

opposition. 

.Kow the Hon. Leader of the Oppo
sition in this House appears to me a 
roan of honest intentions, as he is 
fair in debate and he deprecated the 
practice of making statements in this 
Bouse in reference to men who are 
outside of this House and unable to 
defend themselves. I admire him for 
taking that stand as I do not think 
be would kn~wingly be a party to 
circulating throughout the country 
anything that would defame the abil
ity of a reliable and decent official of 
the Government. 

And now I feel that all I have to 
do is to draw this article to the at
tenti~n of that gentleman and he will 
cause a correction to be made in the 
columns of that paper. So far as I 
am personally concerned, I never got 
a fair report from an Opposition news
paper at any time during the seven
teen consecutive years that I have 
occupied a seat in this House. When 
in Opposition I admit I talked a lot 
but I was never fairly represented; 
but I will not stand for anyone in my 
department to be treated indecently 
and to be held up to ridicule by a venal 
press run by pure hirelings who will 
print anything you want if you pay 
for it. "\Ve have read in Sacred his
tory of the thirty pieces of silver 
giYen to betray his Master and I have 
no more respect for certain people 
who write to the local press and for 
the one who wrote in the "Watchman" 
than for the individual referred to 
in Sacred history. Now, if the Leader 

of the Opposition persists in making 

a joke out of this, my respect for 

him will be lowered 100 per cent. I 

look upon him as an honourable man, 

one who would not do anything to 

injure another, and a11 I ask now is 

for a retraction to be made. 

In the first place I am represented 
as making a false statement, but 
worse than that it says here~ 

(Reads.) 

There was no mistake made by the 
Accountant at the Post Office. We all 
know that with regard to Steam Sub
sidies, they should not be paid from 
the Post Office; in the matter of ac
counting, it has gone on from year to 
year; if the Government employs a 
steamer to bring fishermen from Lab
rador it is charged up to the Post 
Office. 

Now I will give an explanation as 
clearly as I can about that $70,0{)0. 
The Accountant at the Post Office will 
only do what he is authorized to do 
by the Executive Government. We have 
t\vo men there from the Auditor Gen
eral's Department; we have Mr. How
ley and Mr. Ivany, who pre audit; 
every bill is pre-audited; every bill is 
scrutinized by these men before a 
cheque is drawn or signed for pay
ment, and one thing leads me on to 
another. I may refer to a remark 
made by the Hon. Member for Bay de 
Verde. He said that the departmental 
heads vie with each other to see who 
can spend the most money. It is un
worthy of the Hon. gentleman to 
make such a statement. I am sup
posed to be the head of the Postal 
Telegraph Department. What have I 
to do with the finances of that De
partment? 

:JIR. P{;DDESTER-What did I say? 

HO~. JIIXISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS-That the department
al heads vie with each other to see 
who can spend the most money. 

JIR. Pl!DDESTER-I said per-
manent heads. 

ROX. MINISTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS-It is unfair, you 
don't know what you are talking about. 
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JIR. PLl>DESTER-If they did not 
spend it you would not have half a 
million dollars Supplemental Supply 
over the expended vote. 

HON. ~IINISTER OF POSTS A'XD 
~I1ELEGRAPHS-They did what they 
were authorized to do. Blame your 
auditing department if you are going 
to blame anyone for over expenditure. 
Get back to the Executive Government 
and blame the Government for it and 
not the departmental heads. 

Xow about the $70,000. This year 
we are paying for 14 months subsidy, 
and the Finance Minister is honest 
enough to try to arrange payment of 
subsidies so that we will pay for the 
12 months beginning the fiscal year 
July 1st. The Finance :\finister of 
1924 did not pay for the m~nths of 
May and June; he only paid for 10 
months of that year; ever since then 
the railway has to wait for the 
month of July to get payment for the 
months of May and June. Last year 
a Minute was made by the Executive 
Government: 

(Reads.) 

That was made after the House closed 
last year, and a copy of the Minute 
was sent the Accountant to govern 
himself accordingly. 

Xow if there was a mistake; if at 
any time the amount in the Budget 
for steam subsidies showed less than 
it really was, it happened four of five 
year ago, and now we are rectifying 
it. \\7ben we try to rectify and do 
what you are a.sking us to do, to try 
to put all our expenses before the 
Legislature here, it is misrepresented. 
I admit it may not be misrepresented 
intentionally but through ignorance 
just because you thought you harl 
something against the present Finance 
l\Iinister. That should have shown 
~iinister. That amount of $76,000.00 
should have shown four or five years 

ago. He shourd have shown that the
first year we came in and showed that 
the deficit of the last year of the 
preceding Finance ~finister was $70,-
0JO greater than it showed. 

JIR. PUDDESTER-Just recall what 
happened before you explain. 

HON. )JlllSTER OF POSTS AND 
TELEGRAPHS-We find the Supple
mental Supply as far as the Poat 
Office is concerned: (Reads.) That 
was paid for i\1ay and June; every 
steamer was not paid the prevtowt 
year. If you subtract $76,000 frOQl 
$94,000 you will find that our Supple
mental Supply for the Post Office wq 
not very great; we kept fairly we 
within our votes. I think, Mr. Chai 
man, I have made sufficient explanar; 
tion so that I hope the Hon. Leader 
the Opposition will draw the attentt 
of the reporter of the "Watchman" 
the statement I have made, as in 
fairness to the Accountant of the p 
Office a correction should be made. 

Allow me to give the Hon. Leade 
of the Opposition a bit of aav1ce. 
Evidently his ambition is to become 
Premier of this country; "Xewfound
la~d's next Prime Minister." If yo 
think Mr. Leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
Coming Prime Minister, that you will 
help yourself to attain that worthy 
position by allowing these things to be 
printed in this paper, so objectionably 
and so plainly wrong that anybody 
knows the statements are wrong, you 
are defeating your own purpose. . 

There are certain papers printed 
that are subsidized by the Opposition 
and perhaps subsidized by certain 
members of that party-a thousand 
times better they were never printed. 
People have said to me "I don't know 
what to believe; I have read certain 
things; I know ~hey are wrong; other 
things I don't know whether they are 
right or wrong; I have come to the 
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conclusion therefore to believe noth
. g that is printed." Every Govern-
1n~ 
roent has sins of omission and of 
commission; stick to those and you 
will attain your object much quicker 
than you will by allowing wrong 
statements to be published and broad
cast throughout the country. Now, 
that is a bit of honest advice. 

HOX. LEADER OF THE OPPO
~IJTIOX-::'.Ir. Chairman, thank you. 
I must congratulate the l\Iinister of 
posts and Telegraphs on his loyalty 
to his supporters. I think when he is 
lov~l to his supporters they will in 
turn be loyal to him. 'What influence 
1 have is very little. I will try to 
induce the Editor of the "Watchman" 
to make that needed correction so far 
as the Accountant at the Post Office 
is concerned. \\"hen we saw that 
$i0,000 odd dollars specified in Sup
plemental Supply, and I think we 
asked the ~Iinister of Finance and 
Customs about it, and he said it had 
to do with a sum after last year, we 
took it that it was something left 
behind by the Accountant of the De
partment. Now that it is explained it 
is very simple and intelligible. It 
will be a pleasure for me to make 
things right for the Accountant. 

As for this abuse in the paper; I 
don't see why one should mind it. 
I get lots of it. I get called all sorts 
of things; in fact the other day I was 
told I was a louse; I was told I was 
making use of my position in the 
House to benefit my own private ends. 
It does not alter the even tenor of 
my way in the least degree. They 
can abuse me if they will. I will tell 
the honourable gentleman to take it 
in the same way. It is like throwing 
mud; it does no harm only to the per
son who throws it. 

N'ow as to how it happened; at the 
time I had no explanation; I could 
only take the explanation that was 

offered by the l\Iinister of Finance 
[.<nd Customs. 

JIR. PCDDESTER-Mr. Chairman, 
"When it was introduced I asked you 
about the $94,000 and you reminded 
me of . ~vhat I said last year; there 
might be certain votes outstanding 
that if included in your Budget you 
would not balance it at all. The ex
plan[.<tion to me as far as the Post 
Office was concerned was that you 
had discovered that $70,000 after the 
House was closed and it was trans
ferred from one year to another. 

JIR. EJIERSO:X-Mr. Chairman, in 
connection with an article in which I 
am ref erred to I wish to more or 
less agree with the position taken by 
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition; we 
were not fully informed; whose fault 
it is I don't know. You have to bear in 
mind that newspapers do not know, 
they go by the information given them. 
It is not the intention to misrepresent 
the Honourable :\1inister. 

HON. JIINISTER OF FIT AXCE .A~"'D 
Ct"STOJIS-They did not go by the 
information. 

~UR. EJIERSO:X-I will read the 
whole thing if you like. 

(Reads.) 

The point I want to make is this, 
as my name is mentioned, it says 
the Honourable Minister and I had 
what we may call a passage of arms. 
I don't think we ever had a passage 
of arms of any importance. The :\1in
ister knows perfectly well that I 
never have a passage of arms if I 
can avoid it, it is only when it is 
forced upon me. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to the'm ref erred, had passed 
certain Resolutions and asked leave 
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to introduce a Bill to give effect to 
the same. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and the Bill "An Act 
Further to Amend the Revenue Act,, 
1925" was introduced and read a first 
time, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be read a second time presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the Minister of 
Finance and Customs, the Bill en
titled "An Act Further to Amend the 
Revenue Act, 1925" was read a second 
time, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous con
sent and on motion of Hon. the Min
ister of Finance and Customs, the 
House resolved itself into a Commiltee 
of the Whole to consider the Bill en
titled "An Act Further to Amend tlte 
Revenue Act, 1925." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the Bill entitled "An Act 
Further to Amend the Revenue Act, 
1925'' was read a third time and 
passed, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill be engrossed, being entitled 
as above, and that it be sent to the 
Legislative Council with a l\1essage 

requesting the concurrence of that 
body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of Hon. the Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the House resolved itself in
to a Committee of the Whole to con
sider the Bill entitled "An Act Re
specting Certain Retiring Allowances." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair . 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had pass
ed the said Bill with some amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

\\7hereupon with unanimous con
sent and on motion of Hon. the Min
ister of Finance and Customs, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Respecting Cer
tain Retiring Allowances" was read a 
third time and passed, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be engrossed, 
being entitled as above, and that it 
be sent to the Legislative Council 
with a Message requesting the con
currence of that body in its pro
visions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the Whole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act for Granting 
to His Majesty Certain Sums of Money 
for Defraying Certain Expenses of the 
Public Service for the Financial Year s 
ending the 30th day of June, 1931, and 
the 30th day of June, 1932, and for 
other Purposes Relating to the Pub
lic Service." 

l\fr. Speaker left the Chair. 
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. :Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com

mittee. 

Mr. Speo.ker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred and had 
passed the said Bill \Yith some amend-

ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

·whereupon with unanimous con
sent and on motion of Hon. the Min
ister of Finance and Customs, the Bill 
entitled "An Act for Granting to His 
l\Iajesty Certain Sums of Money for 
Defraying Oertain Expenses of the 
Public Service for the Financial Years 
ending the 30th day of June, 1931, and 
the 30th day of June, 1932, and for 
other Purposes Relating to the Pub
lic Service" was read a third time and 
passed, and it was ordered that the 
said Bill be engrossed, ooing entitled 
as above, and that it be sent to the 
Legislative Council with a Message 
requesting the concurrence of that 
body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the :Minister of Finance and 
Customs, the Bill entitled "An Act 
Respecting a Reduction in the Public 
Expenditure for the Fiscal Year 1931-
32" was read a second time, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be re
ferred to a Committee of the Whole 
House presently. 

\\"hereupon with unanimous con
sent and on motion of Hon. the Min
ister of Finance and Customs, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the "'\\t"hole to consider the Bill en
titled "An Act Respecting a Reduc
ticn in the Public Expenditure for the 
Fiscal Year 1931-32." 

l\fr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\1r. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had 
passed the said Bill without amend
ment. 

On motion this report was adopted 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be read a third time presently. 

\\1b.ereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the l\finister 
of J:t""'inance and Customs, the Bill en
titled "An Act Respecting a Reduction 
in the Public Expend..f.ture for the 
Fiscal Year 1931-32'' was read a third 
time and passed, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and that it be sent 
to the Legislative Council with a 
Message requesting the concurrence 
of that body in its provisions. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a Message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting the 
House of Assembly that it had passed 
the Bills sent up entitled, respectively, 
"An Act to Amend the Act 59 Victoria, 
Chapter 39, entitled 'An Act to In
corporate a Company under the Style 
and Title of the St. John's Gas Light 
Company,", "An Act to Facilitate the 
Operation of -the Newfoundland Hotel," 
"An Act to Amend Chapter 76 of the 
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series) 
entitled 'Of the Permanent Marine 
Disasters Fund,'" and "An Act Re
specting Health and Public Welfare," 
without amendment. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a l\lessage from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
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Act to Amend the Criminal Law." 
without amendment. 

l\1r. Speaker informed the House 
' that he had received a Message from 

the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that they had 
passed the Bill entitled "An Act Re
lating to a Contract between His Ex
cellency the Governor in Council and 
the Terra Nova Oils Manufacturing 
Company, Limited,'' with an amend
ment in which they requested the con
currence of the House of Assembly. 

On motion the said amendment 
was read a first and second time and 
passe'd, and it was ordered that a 
l\Iessage be sent to the Legislative 
Council acquainting that body that 
the said amendments had passed with- · 
out amendment. 

!Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a Message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act to Amend the Act 21 George V., 
Chapter 14 (Summary Jurisdiction 
Act, 1930") with an amendment, in 
which it requested the concurrence of 
the House of Assembly. 

On motion the said amendment 
was read a first and second time and 
passed, and it was ordered that a 
:Message be sent to the Legislative 
Council acquainting that body that 
the said amendments had passed with
out amendment. 

The Minister of Agriculture and 
:Mines gave notice that he woulO. on to
morrow ask leave to introduce a Bill 
to amend the Law relating to the Em
ployment of n1en engaged in Logging 
Operations. 

Mr. Downey, on behalf of the Select 
Committee presented the following re
port: 

The Select Committee appointed to 
consider the Bill respecting the Grant 
of Land on Labrador to the Inter
national Grenfell Association beg to 
report that they have considered the 
said Bill and recommend its adoption. 

(Sgd.) J. F. DO"WXEY, 
E. J. GODDEX, 
"Wl\L EARLE, 
J. A. V\'I~TER, 
H. W. QUI~TON. 

On motion this report was receive'd 
and adopted, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be referred to a Commit
te·e of the Whole House on to-morrow. 

llIR. PL"DDESTER-1\l'r. Speaker, I 
would like to ask the Prime :\Iinister 
what the programme will be for to
morrow, will we have the Municipal 
Bill or the Salt Codfish Bill first? I 
want to say a few words on the Muni
cipal Bill. 

RT. HO:X. THE PRDIE MIXISTER 
-If you like we will go on with the 
Municipal Bill first. 

~IR. EJIERSON-Mr. Speaker, In 
tho English House of Commons it is 
customary to ask the Prime :\Iinister 
towards the close of each session 
what the programme will be for the 
next session and he states in a general 
way in what order the business will 
nroceed, it helps a great deal in 
facilitating the business of the House. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE JIINISTER 
-l\1r. Speaker, yes, it is very helpful 
and I would go further and say they 
arrange certain limits for debate so 
that at a certain time the House can 
take a vote on a matter so that mem
bers can be present at that time. If it 
meets with the pleasure of the House 
we will start tomorrow with the ~Iuni
cipal Act and follow that up with the 
Salt Codfish Bill. 
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JIB. PUDDESTER-:\Ir. Speaker, 
there are a number of questions on 
tbe Order Paper whic~ remain un
answered, the time is drawing short 
and we would like to have all these 
answered in the next couple of days. 

'f he remaining Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

It was moved and secondetl. that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrO\v afternoon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

TUESDAY, May 12th, 1931. 

:I'he House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

MR. GODDEN-Mr. Speaker, I a3k 
leave to present a petition from the 
residents of Hearts Content on the 
subject of a road. The petition is sign
ed on behalf of the members and peo
ple of the United Church of Hearts 
Content. They ask for an allocation of 
$300 to repair the public road which 
badly needs attention an'd which lead3 
to the place which has been recently 
acquired to be Consecrated as a new 
Cemetery. I give the petition my 
hearty support and ask that it be re
ferred to the Department to which it 
relates. 

:JIR. GREENE-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
district of Bell Island on the matter 
of re-building the public wharf at the 
beach there, and I crave your per
mission, Sir, to read it to the House. 

(Reads Petition) 

This petition is very largely signed 
by the residents of all sections of the 
Island. The petitioners point out that 

at the present time there is only a 
small Government wharf there and it 
is totally inadequate for the 1teople 
who this year have the spare time to 
go fishing and to engage at agriculture 
and they want some place large 
enough for the landing of fish manure. 

The people of Bell Island are very 
industrious but at present they are 
working only week on and week off 
with the Company. They are intended 
to give their spare time to fishing and 
agriculture, and I think they should 
be helped out by having this wharf 
put in condition for the purpose they 
.require it. In vlew of the present fin
ancial state of the country, I am not 
going to ask the Government to build 
new docks over on the Island, but to 
be fair to the country, to the petition
ers and to this House I would ask 
that this petition be referred to the 
Department of :Marine and Fisheries 
with the request that they send an 
Inspector there and have this wharf 
put in a suitable condition. 

I would also like to refer to an
other matter in my district in con
nection with wharf extension. Now the 
public wharf at the beach is small 
and is not used by the mail boats and 
I would like to report this matter to 
the House and to the Department of 
Justice. Some years ago under the 
Morris Government there was a con
tract made with the Bell Island 
Transportation Company. The Com
pany had a contract for 20 -Or 25 years 
and it was for building a wharf and 
a tramway from the beach to the top 
of the Island. Now I would like to 
draw your attention to two sections of 
that contract, numbers 11 and 13. 
Section 11 reads as follows: 

(Reads Section) 

Section 13 reads: 

(Reads Section) 
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I want to point out that during the 
the past few months this tramway 
com113.ny have been levying a fee on 
motor cars at Bell Island for going 
over this wharf. I think the Depart
ment of Justice should give a ruling 
on this matter as I believe the public 
have the free use of this wharf at all 
times. At present motor cars are 
charged 50 cents for using this wharf. 
Also there is a tax levied on freight 
coming from Conception Bay and 
landed on that wha·rf. 

I beg to support the prayer of the 
petition and asked that it be referred 
to the Department of ::\larine and Fish-,. 
eries for consideration. 

Hon. the Solicitor General .presented 
Report of the Select Co!l1mittee on the 
Closing of Shops Bill, as follows: 

To the Honorable Rouse of .Assembly : 

Your Select Committee appointed to 
consider the Closing Hours of Shops 
within the Electoral Districts of St. 
John's (City) East and 1Vest, beg to 
report the said Bill with the following 
amendment : 

P. dd the following as Sectionll: 

Nothing in this Act contained shall 
render the owner or manager of a 
sh OJ liable to any penalty for supply
ing at any time any article required 
for immediate use by reason of an 
emergency arising from sickness, ail
ment or death (Providing that nothing 
in this Section contained shall author
ize any person whomsoever to keep 
open a shop after the hour appointed 
for the closing of such shop.) 

(Sgd.) F. G. BRADLEY, 

F. C. ALDERDICE, 

r ort be referred to a Committee of 
the \Vhole on tomorrow. 

'I.\Ir. Alderdice gave notice of ques
tion. 

Pursuant to notice and leave grant
ed and on motion of the :\Iinist er of 
Agriculture and :\lines: the Bill en
titled "An Act to Amend Chapter 216 
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of the Employment 
of Men engaged in Logging,' " was 
introduced and read a first time and 
i t was ordered that the said Bill be 
read a second time later. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime :\Iinister, the 
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the 'Whole to consider the Bill 
entitled "An Act Relating to the In
ternational Grenfell Association." 

l\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman from the Committee 

re-•"orted that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 
some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Hon. the :\Iinister of Finance and Cus
toms the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the Whole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act to Amend the 
St. John's :Municipal Act, 1921." 

i'tfr. Speaker left the Chair. 

J. A. WINTER, }Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com-

G. G. BYR~"E. mittee. 

On motion this Report was received H ON. l IINISTER FIXANCE AND 
and it was ordered that the said Re- CTTSTOJIS.- :\Ir. Chairman, I feel that 
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1 should express this afternoon, 
through the medium of the Chair, the 
sincere regrets and sympathy of the 
members of the House towards the 
sudden passing of Mr. Conroy who 
,,·as Solicitor for the ::\lunicipal Coun
cil and who was primarily interested 
;n the drafting of this Bill on behalf 
of the l\Iunicipal Council. He was a 
yery young man-31 years of age. 
His grandfather, the late Judge Con
roy, represented the distict which I 
ha.Ye the honor to represent to-day. I 
feel that I speak for members on both 
sides of the House when I say that 
we are very much shocked to hear of 
Iiis death, and I feel that the sym
pathy of all will be extended to the 
widow and children, as well as to the 
parents at his very sudden passing. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
:\L Chairman, I desire to associate my
self with the honorable mover of this 
Bill. Certainly Mr. Conroy's death 
came with startling suddenness. He 
was deeply interested in this Bill. 
Like the Hon. Minister of Finance and 
Customs, on behalf of my colleagues 
0n this side of the House. I desire to 
say that we sincerely sympathise in 
the bereavement with the widow and 
children and the parents are now 
called to bear, and I trust that God 
in His mercy may soften their grief. 

HOX. JITTISTER FIXANCE AXD 
CrSTOiUS.-:\Ir. Chairman. in intro
ducing this Bill I desire to say that 
there are amendments being consid
Ell'ed. Section 30 is the last section 
of the Bill now, because we have 
ta ken out a great many sections. The 
idea of that amendment is this: 

(Reads) 

·w·e remember that a short while ago 
there was a feeling that the Govern
ment were indebted to them on account 
of past years grants which were sup
posed to be allocated to districts in 

the city, that is St. John's East and 
"\Yest. had not found their way into the 
Municipal Council. The Council feel 
~.ggrieved and consider that in some 
s13nse that they have a case against 
the Government. The Government, on 
the other hand, feel, and it is the gen
eral concensus of opinion of people 
on the street, that the l\Iunicipal 
Council have no action whatever 
against the Government. This amend
ment which the Government is putting 
in will do away with any action, one 
way or the other. While our friends 
on the opposite side may feel that we 
should not do that 1because it may not 
be altogether right, I understand that 
the Mayor himself has no serious ob
jection to its . being put in. I am told 
today-I have not seen him-but I am 
told today that he has no serious ob
jection. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.-
1\Ir. Chairman, it is not because the 
honorable gentleman argues that a 
great many men on the street say that 
the Municipal Council has no case, 
that. therefore they should be prevent
E.rl from appealing to the Supreme 
Court. I think the Rt. Hon. Prime 
l\Iinister and the Hon. Minister of 
Finance and Customs received a letter 
from the Mayor the other day. I re
ceived one, in my official capacity, in 
which he says-I read it very hurried
ly-this paragraph is on the third 
page: 

(Reads) 

Probably the death of Mr. Conroy 
has delayed the withdrawal of the 
writ. I can't see where there is any 
attempt at justice in this amendment. 
If the City Council have no case, why 
do the Government need to introduce 
a section to prevent the Council from 
taking action? If the Council have a 
right to that money what right have 
the Government to prevent their tak
ing action in the Supreme Court? I 
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think the whole thing hinges on these 
two alternatives: Either they have a 
right which ~hould not be sacrificed, 
or else they have no right and there is 
no necessity for the amendment. I 
think it is a most high-handed pro
ceeding. 

If it be, as the Hon. Minister of Fin
ance and Customs states, that the 
majority of opinion is that they have 
no case, let them go ahead. Let the 
fool see his folly out-I will put it 
that way. If they have a case surely it 
is most unfair for the Government to 
try to stop them. Xot only the City 
Council, but the next thing it will be 
some individual who will have a just 
claim against the Government, and 
then by some amendment and in some 
way in which lawyers are able to ac
com_plish these things, they will pre
vent his taking action. I don't see 
any difference between the Municipal 
Council, which is merely a group of 
citizens, and this action taken by the 
Government, than if it were taken 
against one individual. Therefore, I 
will most certainly vote against the 
amendment. 

P.T. HOX .. THE PRDIE MINISTER. 
-Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Leader of 
the Opuosition is right. Supposing the 
Council has a claim against the Gov
ernment for $100,000. If we thought 
there was a claim against us, we would 
immediately suggest it to the Com
mittee that the amendment be made 
to this Bill providing that the Gov
ernmen will put in a Trust Fund all 
moneys as they go from the Govern
ment to the Council so that a Trust 
Fund may be created to liquidate any 
claim the Council has. Perhaps that 
would be a better way to handle it. 

There is no reason why the Govern
ment should be paying to the Council 
every year thousands of dollars and 
then having paid out that money, find 

that we have to pay it back. It is a 
very simple thing to settle that an 
these moneys should be paid into a 
Trust Fund so that the Government 
would be enabled to liquidate any 
claim that the Council may have 
against the Government. It ties up any 
grants that they would get this year. 
'Ye don't want to tie it up. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
I want to see justice done. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE ~IlNISTER. 
-It is not so advantageous to the 
City as if the thing were dealt With 
in a sensible manner. 

HON. LE~lDER OF OPPOSITION.
Mr. Chairman, I never could see any 
~ense in injustice. I see that the Rt. 
Hon. Prime Minister wants to tie up 
the grants. Let him do so, by all 
means. I am the senior member for 
St. John's East and so far as my au
thority goes, I authorise him to do so. 

RT. ROX. THE J>RDIE Ml~ISTER. 
-Mr. Chairman, the Government has 
no objection; but the Government 
would not desh~~ to engage in a series 
of litigations with the Municipal 
Council and be tied up for the next 
four or five years, with a possibility 
of having the matter go to the Privy 
Council. It is not a situation which 
tempts the Governmen or which any
one courts, and I may say that I 
would not care for our taking the re
sponsibility of a million dollar loan 
and handing it over to the :\1unicipal 
Council and then find that they had 
actually signed and sworn to a docu
ment to 1be served on us. which would 
be served on us today after we had 
passed our Bill. I would not negotiate 
with them under these circumstances 
at an. 

I might point out that Mr. Conroy 
had his writ made out and his affi
ravit sworn and he waited until the 
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Bill was received favourably by the 
House to serve the writ. 

HON. DR. CAJIPBELL.-Mr. Chair
man, may I say that I had a discussion 
with the Mayor the other day, and it is 
not his intention to go ahead with this 
claim. I might add that of late much 
relief work has been going on in the 
cHY and this might have been made 
the Council's responsibility. If we let 
the matter go to the Courts we will 
become involved in a huge lawsuit, the 
lawyers will be a year over the claim. 
I think the Mayor was quite right in 
writing the Prime Minister and the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition as he 
did. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
I think it would be a stain on the 
Government to put in the amendment. 

JIR. BYRNE.-}i!Ir. Chairman, I 
would just like ito make a few remarks 
on this matter. I don't believe that 
anyone is worrying about the workers 
~~ the city. We asked for permission 
to r::tise a loan and the Government 
wouldn't allow it, but they did raise a 
loqn for us, and except for the fact 
that the Government secured the loan 
for 9~. whereas the Municipal would 
have had to pay higher, everyone is 
talking about helpin~ us. Xow I'm 
speaking for the citizens of St. Joh n's, 
and I would like to tell the Hon. the 
Prime Minister that if he'd given us 
permission to raise a million and a 
quarter dollars all this friction would 
have been avoided. 

we discussed the matter frankly. He 
asked me .my opinion and I told him 
he was wrong and explained why and 
he agreed with me, but he explained 
'that the Council had no intention of 
taking action against the Prime Min
ister, or the Government, 4but at that 
time they did not know whether the 
Government would introduce this 
amendment into the Bill and they felt 
that if this was done, then this would 
be a forceful way more so than a 
notice, but they had no intention of 
proceeding with the prosecution. 

I told him that I thought it was 
very poor diplomacy to call the Prime 
.Minister out of the House and serve 

· the writ on him. He agreed, but said 
that the Council had instructed him 
to do so as a means of showing that 
they did not relinquish their claim. 
Perhaps I should have made this ex
phnation before. Xow I think it re
solves itself into purely a matter of 
whether the Government should or 
shoul'd not brimg in legislation to take 
away the right of a citizen, or a num
ber of citizens, to sue the Government. 
What you are doing is to take a way 
A's right to sue B. Why should this be 
allowed? Every day people are suing 
the Government. Perhaps the Mayor 
has not intended, or doos not intend 
to sue, but he won't be Mayor always. 
\Vhat about future Mayors? "7hy in
troduce this amendment if he does not 
intend to sue? Future City Councils 
may sue the Government. We have had 
15 or twenty Mayors who have not 

, ... R E'IERSO'~ M Ch · I sued the Government in this respect. ~u • ~' ... ,-~ r. airman, 
would like to make a few remarks in 
exnlanation of the matter before the 
House, perhaps I should have made 
them at the be.ginning of this discus
sion. On Friday the Prime l\Iinister 
was served with a writ by Mr. Conroy 
and he expressed himself rather 
strongly and with some heat. On 
Saturday :\'Ir. Conroy called on me and 

HON. DR. CA.:.llPBELL-I think you 
are mistaken there. 

MR. EMERSO~--Oh, no I'm not, 
this claim has been going on since 
1880 when the Act was passed. This 
was before the Hon. member was im
ported or should I say exported. I 
think if the Hon. member will look 
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up the history of his adopted country 
he will find this fact correct. 

I think this is a very important 
piece of legislation, possibly the most 
important we will have had before us 
this session and I don't see why the 
right to make this claim should be 
done a way with and if the Council 
wishes to sue then let them fight it out 
in the Courts. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE lII~ISTER 
-I suggest the Committee rise, I hope 
that l\Ir. Emerson has satisfied h:3 
leader that he has studied his X ew
foundland History. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Ch'.:l.ir. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had ma de 
some progress and asked leave to sit 
ag:i.in on tomororow. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordere·d that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
on tomorrow. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime :vnnister the HouPe 
resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider the Bill en
titled "An Act Relating to Salt Cod
fish." 

l\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

sociation and they appoint their presi
dent and officers. 

(Reads) 

There must be an annual meeting 
in April of each year. 

(Reads) 

Three men are to be appointed on 
tbe Board, that is the executive; one 
rrian must be appointed within three 
months, another within six months; 
the Association to fix salaries and fill 
vacancies, etc. 

The Governor in Council has power 
to approve, they cannot reject and they 
l'ave no power to amend. 

In Xorway and Iceland they have an 
elaborate system of inspection under 
Government control. Conditions are 
very different there irom what they 
are here. The fishermen there only 
catch the fish; they do no curing. 
There are stations along the coast 
which purchase the round fish, and 
they do all the curing and grading, 
etc. In Xewfoundland there are thou
sands of fishermen scattered along a 
coastline of 2000 miles, and they do all 
their own curin~. In Xorway and 
Iceland they sell their fish green. 

(Reads) 

The Association cannot make a rule 
unless approved of by 60% of the 
members. 

The only thing compulsory in the 
Bill is that every merchant must be a 
member of the Association and the 

HON. SIR WILLIA'..'1 COAKER.- Association must establish a Board 
Mr. Chairman, if I went through the within three months. 
different sections and explained them, 
the members could ask questions 
afterwards. 

(Reads) 

That is compulsory. The l\finister 
of Marine and Fisheries must call a 
meeting a month after the passing of 
this Act, and he then organises the As-

i'IR. JIOORE.- :\Ir. Chairman, we 
haven't got the capital that we had ten 
years ago. 

HO)'". SIR WILLIAM COAKER.
Mr. Chairman, when we were returned 
in 1919, before taking office, five or six 
of the biggest exporters met with the 
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late Justice \Yarren and Mr. Dunfield, 
and we considered the establishment 
of certain regulations. The Govern
ment. under the \Var :\1easures Act, 
established a Board of seven export
ers which comprised some of the big
gest men in the country, and the ex
porters formed an Association, and all 
except three of four joined. The only 
mistake made under the old regula
tion was the fixing of a price on fish, 
that was the only weakness, and this 
, .. as done at the request of some of 
the biggest men in the fish business. 

\Vith regard to Jamaica, they buy 
outright. This market was originally 
supplied by Halifax. and we are fol
lowing the custom set up by them in 
selling outright. In Brazil there is no 
consignment: they like to buy out
right. and the only trouble there is 
with regard to settling claims. They 
11.::;ually make a claim whenever the 
nrice goes down and that's where the 
powers of the Association would come 
iP. in bringing- about a certain amount 
of un!:lnimity between local merchant~ 
reg-arding values and the settlement 
of claims an'd securing of information. 

HO~. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
i\Tr. Chairman, as I take it a cask of 
fish can't be exported unless the stamp 
of the Association is on it. Won't this 
call for a tremendous number of 
Insnectors? We shall have to have 
Insnectors all over the country. 

)fR .. PUDDESTER-M:r. Chairman. 
befvore the Committee rises I want to 
say that my only reason in taking 
such an active part in the discussion 
was to try to get as good a Bill as 
possible. 

HON. SIR 'VILLIAM COAKER~ 
Mr. Chairman, I wish to thank the 
Committee for the very close attention 
they have given the Bill. l\Iy only re
gret is that some of those who should 
have done most to help failed to do so. 

I agree with the Hon. member for 
Phcentia East who said in matters 
of this kind suggestions ought to be 
of a constructive rather than a de
structive nature. After a period of two 
or three years I feel sure the benefits 
of this enactment are bound to be 
felt, and as we go on we can, from 
time to time, change and alter it as 
circumstances arise in order to attain 
perfection. 

What we got to do in dealing with 
this matter is to be big enough to deal 
with it in a broad way. You must re
m£'"Ilber that this is an occasion when 
you are not dealing with the X orth or 
tre \\rest. but you are dealing with the 
people of Newfoundland as a whole, 
and you are dealing with them in such 
a way that you are going to do for 
them and the trade generally what 
they cannot do and will not do for 
themselves in a voluntary way. :\Iy 
firm can get through alright without 
any aid or assistance because of my 
long experience in the fish business; 
but there is a very considerable num
ber of people who will benefit by the 
enactment into law of this Bill. whose 
experience has yet to be paid for if 
we go on as in the past. 

Now I do not think the Association 
is going to do anything in the way of 
shutting out any man who wants to 
e"'{port codfish. A funny thing about 
the exporters is that at any meeting 
I ever had with them I found them 
the most reasonable lot of men I ever 
came in contact with; but they could 
never agree so far as regulating the 
exportation of fish went after the 
meeting ended. Now if there is any
thing further Hon. members would 
like to know concerning this Bill I 
shall be only too pleased to furnish 
the information if at my disposal. 

:mNISTER AGRICULTl!R.E AND 
MINES-Mr. Chairman, I would like 
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to say that I am unqualifiedly in favor 
of this Bill and I consider that many 
years ago such al law should have 
been on our Statutes. It would, how
ever conferred a far greater measure 
of benefit upon the people of the coun
try generally if it was sufficiently clari
fied so far as the West Coast is 
concerned. Now, if the Bill passes in its 
present form the West Coast people will 
be placed in a most anomalous position. 
With the Bill framed as it is you got 
to have a premises and be able to ex
port 2500 quintals of fish in any one 
season, but, owing to the natural 
conformation of the harbors on the 
West Coast, there are no places there 
to build a premises and no harbour 
there for schooners to lay and because 
of that a skipper is practically de
barred. Now there are a few of the 
men on the West Coast who shiJ their 
fish in schooners to Halifax but do not 
send 2500 quintals; but there are a 
number of people who export from 
1000 to 1500 quintals. 

Unless the clause is sufficiently 
clarified to enable the people to do 
business in an unrestricted way I can
not support the Statute. We have no 
connection with St. John's. I was un
der the impression that we can do far 
better at Halifax than St. John.ls. We 
in St. George's District and in Port au 
Port are in the same position as the 
shippers from the Labrador. There 
are no water side premises on the 
Labrador, and I think that the pres
ent shippers at St. George's who are 
very many, will be absolutely put out 
of business. I will be quite satisfied 
if we get a change so that the regula
tions as enacted by the House will not 
affect St. George's District, and there 
are others that are in the same 
situation as ourselves. 

~IINISTER OF JIARINE AND FISH
ERIES-::.\.'Ir. Chairman, I know of sev
eral who are of opinion that when 

the Bill was drafted it was to be 
brought before a full Board. That baa 
not been done. I know one large ship
per who says that if this Bill goes into 
effect he will not purchase any m-ore 
fish. 

It is very hard to get a certain 
number of men to decide on a certain 
grade of frsh. There is such a diffel"
ence in grades of fish; it is a pretty 
hard job to get a recognized standard 
for fish. 

I remember on one occasion Hawea 
sent one of their best men to pack a 
cargo ot fish that Mr. Tessier would 
not pack; Hawes' man packed it and 
shipped it over; what was the result? 
No doubt the Leader of the Opposition 
knows too well that was done by one 
of the Hawes group who inspected 
that cargo and packed it. They knew 
it was not suitable, and I guess ft 
cost them quite a few thous.and 
pounds. One may say that fish is good 
and the other man may say it is not. 

I think this is going to bring more 
disaster to the country than we have 
at the present time. 

MR. Pl'DDESTER-How much cull
age fish did we have last year? Take 
an average year, how much \Yest 
India fish would we have in a million 
and a quarter quintals? 

HON. SIR "l\'ILLIAM COAKER~ 
I should say about 25,000 or 30,000 
quintals. Last year, 1930, 49,000 
quintals went to Barbados. West India 
is the worst grade of fish. "\Ve shipped 
S0,000 quintals to Jamica. 

We shipped 200,000 quintals of fish 
to the West Indi~s last year. 

MR. PUDDESTER-My point is 
this; under this Bill how much fish 
would you have to ship? How much 
would it increase our sales to the 
\Yest Indies? 
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J{OX. SIR lYILLL\M COAKER
It won't increase them any. 

JIF. PITDDESTER-We will have 
Jots of fish under this Bill that we 
cant send to the Mediterranean as No. 
1 and 2. We send it out and it goeG 
into the market as No. 3. That fish, 
under this Bill can't go into these 
mar~;:ets therefore are we going to 
tave a large surplus that the West 
India market will not consume. 

I know that in my district last year 
'Yest In'dia fish started at $3.50 per 
quintal; it happened that there was so 
much of it there that it came down 
to $3.00; then it went down to $2.50. 
l\Ty understanding of the reason was 
that there was so much West India 
:fish that the market could not absord 
it. You could not send it out under 
the Bill. Won't your surplus be in
creased when you have so much fish 
that you can't send to European mar
kets? 

HON. SIR 'YILLI.AM COAKER
~Tr. Chairman, in reply to the Hon. 
member I might say that Nos. 1 and 2 
is not West India fish. West India 
fish is broken slimy or dunn. We ship 
ordinarily about 25,000 or 30,000 qtls. 
to the \Vest Indies. Last year we had 
perhaps 100 per cent more because in 
curing the fish it became sunburned. 
It is very seldom that happens. The 
cull that we place upon Nos. l, 2, and 
3 will not make any more West India. 
The surplus No. 2 will go to Porto 
Rico and Jamica. More fish is going 
to the West Indies and Porto Rico 
every year; probably in 5 years the 
e~orts to the \Vest Indies have in
creased by 100,000 quintals. If we can 
only get the fishermen to cure a No. 
1 article we will sell a lot more of 
fish in Italy. It wants a yellow, well 
salted fish for Italy. If we can give 
them that quality of fish, there is a 
chance of increased sales of 100 per 

cent. The result is going to be that if 
we can get the people to improve the 
cure we will sell more; we will also 
sell more No. 2; it is the large '3ize 
fish from 18 inches up; that usually 
goes to Oporto. Brazil is a market 
that is very important; if we can hold 
the Brazil market, we are safe in the 
sale of small fish, if we lost the Brazil 
market it would be just as good for 
.Newfoundland to shut up shop. Ja
maica takes three grades of fish. One 
is a rough salty fish, another grade is 
better still, another grade a fair 
quality. At our store at Port Union 
thirteen different grades of fish are 
racked. 

~IR. PUDDESTER-Do you think 
think under this Bill the quality will 
be improved? 

HON. SIR WILLIA:U COAKER
That is what we hope; if we do the 
right thing, we have to establish a 
cull for taking fish in as well a.s send
ing it out. I believe in a local cull. It 
has to be established by a different 
board in a different way. We must cut 
out buying tal qual fish. If w-e pay an 
extra dollar for No. 1 and thereby 
penalize No. 2 we will find less No. 2 
the following year. A lot -0f this 
trouble is in the making of the fish. I 
know cases where the fish was spread 
out and the whole family were away 
berry picking; the rain came and they 
were miles away; the rain spoiled the 
fish. The reason is clear, for when the 
fish was shipped it was taken as tal 
qual, if No. 2 fish was penalized, some 
one would have been left at home to 
look after the fish and prevent damage 
from rain. 

More flakes for curing the fish are 
needed, it requires .a lot of material 
to keep up flakes, and material is hard 
to obtain locally and expensive to 
purchase, but if fish is to be cured 
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properly additional flake space will be 
Lccessary. 

HO:N. SIR 1YILLLlJI COAKER
Mr. Chairman, this Bill is rather long 
and in order to save time it might 
be well if I take the Bill section by 
section and explain them. 

:JIR. E:llERSOX-Mr. Chairman, I 
wonder if the Honourable Member 
would mind taking a seat at the table, 
I'm sure we all want to hear him and 
it's extremely difficult to hear him in 
that corner. 

HO:S. SIR WILLIAM COAKER
::.\ir. Chairman, Section 4 relates to the 
Exporters Association, gives them the 
power to get together and makes rules 

Section (b) of Section 4 deals with 
those who may become members of 
the Association, exporters who have 
premises and others may be added if 
they are willing to undertake to buy 
a certain amount of fish. (Reads.) 

JIR. PCDDESTER-Mr. Chairman, 
if in 1929 the Government had start
ed in and spent the million they spent 
on the highroads on the fishery it 
would have been far more beneficial 
for the country. I don't think I am 
wrong in blaming the Government for 
this. If we had in the past spent on 
the fishery what was spent on non
productive work we would be in a 
better position today. But though I 
want to be fair I really can't see that 
this Bill is going to benefit the 
country. I don't think it will make the 
fisherman a cent better off. I believe 
that it will be three or four years 
before the markets come, back to 
their true value. Now what about the 
half million we're spending on roads. 
The fishermen want better assistance 
than five or ten dollars a day. I ad
mit that everyone of them wants his 
share still it's not helping the fish
ery. 

CAPT Ail PARSO:XS-1\ir. Chair
man, I would like to make a few re
marks on this Bill. A few year s ago 
I remember that about this t ime of 
the year all the settlements were hives 
of industry. You could start with Con
ception Bay and work around and 
everywhere you would find everyone 
busy, old men and young preparing 
for the fishery and in the mer cantile 
premises it was the same. I think 
and confidently say that it was the 
neglect and indifference of past Gov
ernments and the exporters which 
are chiefly responsible for the state 
of the fishery at the present time. 

The greatest curse in this respect 
is the irregular payment that takes 
place, that is the buying of talqual 
fish. One man takes every care when 
making his fish and the fish is ac
cordingly of fine quality and another 
carelessly makes his fish paying heed 
only to the quantity and no atten tion 
to the quality and they bring their 
fish in and they both receive the same 
price for it. The man who has neglect
ed his fish gets the same as the man 
who has cured his fish perfectly. This 
is no incentive for the fisherman and 
now the old men won't fish and the 
young men won't either. I honestly 
think that if this Bill goes through 
as it is, it will be the salvation of the 
fishery. I'd like to take some of the 
gentlemen opposite to the water fr ont 
of this city. Let them inspect the 
fish stores and see the fish which the 
merchants are packing as No. 1 for 
sale in foreign countries. It is not 
fit for human consumption. We want 
this standardization of fish after it's 
caught. 

I predict that within five years the 
markats for our fishery will be so 
improved that it will be a question of 
finding fish for our markets rather 
than as it is now, a question of :find
ing markets for our fish. For ther e 
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·is no doubt that the fish caught on the 
coast of our country are second to 
ucne. ther e is no better article of food 
when it is properly handled, it has a 
taste a ll its own. 

r have been connected with the in
dustry since I was nine years old, and 
I have watched it year after year and 
I know the condition the fishermen 
are up against. Eighty per cent. of 
the people with the exception of 
Grand Falls, Humbermouth and Bell 
Island are depending on the Govern
ment for employment. If this Bill 
comes into effect I have no doubt that 
conditions will be entirely improved 
in fact Gentlemen, they will be com
pletely cured. 

JIR. JIOORE-I would like to ask 
whether the list of merchants on 
page 9, may be taken as having voted 
for the Bill; are they in favour of it? 

HOX. SIR "\YILLIAlU COAKER-
1\light I say they are simply a list of 
mer chants who have been i11 che 
fish business, they had nothing to do 
with the Bill, they are, however, in 
favour of it. Anyone may come into 
the Association if they have a prem
ises or undertake to buy a certain 
quantity of fish. They can make their 
own rules and regulations. 

Last year the price offered at the 
st~rt of the season was 45/-a year 
ago the pricB was 52/ , but later on 
this 45/ fell to 42/ , 42/ for number 
one fish. 

HOX. LEADER OF THE OPPO
SITIOX-l\1r. Chairman, by this Bill 
we are making the first step to give 
the foreign buyers confidence in our 
p roducts and in our selling, and soon
er or later they will have to give us 
the same treatment as they give us 
in Brazil and we can cut out the 
tremendous cost attached to shipping 
fish to Spain, Italy and Greece when 

it is shipped on consignment and has 
to wait in storage until it is purchased, 
"eating its head off'' as somebody put 
it, the .expenses entailed in this gives 
us a loss of one third of its value. If . 
we are patient and are firm, we can 
demand outright sales. ·Iceland 
who only lately entered into the 
markets has increased its fisheries 
four times and Norway has increased 
about three times. We are standing 
still because we have not adopted 
mcdern methods. These countries are 
pushing us out of the markets. Un
less we get the confidence of the 
purchasers on the other side they will 
go somewhere else. I have here a 
letter from a friend of mine in 
Oporto, I correspond with two or three 
people in these countries and I have 
typed an extract from this particular 
letter and with your permission, Sir, 
I will read it to the House: 

(Reads.) 

I think that my friend has touched 
the right spot. I often wondered if 
our fisheries are detoriating and I 
finally came to the conclusion that the 
cause of the detoriation in our fish
eries was due to slovenly methods of 
handling during the war. This was 
because the merchants would take 
anything from the fishermen and the 
people across the water would take 
almost anything from the people here. 
Xorway and Iceland were out of the 
market and we got into slovenly 
methods and now we will find it diffi
cult to get back to the standard that 
we had up to them. This Bill is, I 
think, the least drastic that could be 
introduced, this is the thin edge of 
the wedge, so to speak. I was just 
thinking what Dr. Thompson said to 
me when I asked him what he was 
here for, was it true that the people 
could not make good fish ~nd he said 
to me the people can make good fish 
but they won't take the trouble. H e 
said he might go to one man's prem-
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ises and he. would be making the very 
best fish and if he went next door 
probably a man there would be mak
ing poor fish. He said that the tal 
qual system was our greatest curse. 
It comes to this, that the man who 
makes good fish is not r_ewarded and 
the man who makes bad fish is not 
punished, and we have got to cure this 
before we can hope for any improve
ment. We should be alive to the fact 
that we should make good fish be
cause if only for the reason that it 
pays to make the better fish. 

I was on the Commission that was 
appointed in 1924, we had one meeting 
and at that meeting a man said that 
we have no cullers in this country and 
now that man is one of the strongest 
supporters of this present Bill. I 
think ·that it was a great shame that 
the Monroe Government dropped that 
Commission. \Vith the exception of my
self it was composed of very able 
men, men who knew the fishery con
ditions and I think th:\ ·: now should 
be the culmination of the efforts of 
that Commission and not have our 
fishery something to be ashamed of. 

LADY SQUIRES-l\fr. Chairman, I 
did not sugest that there were not 
one hundred men who could cull fish. 
I think that the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition quite missed my point. I 
asked what redress a merchant would 
have if he felt that an Inspector was 
stricter on his fish then he was on 
another man's. I did not cast any 
reflection on our Newfoundland fish
ermen. 

HOX. SIR "'\YILLIA~I COAKER -
Mr. Chairman, I don't think that when 
the Hon. Member for Lewisporte ad
dressed you, Sir, that the rules of 
the House were carried out. Every 
member of the House when addressing 
the Chair is supposed to be unhatted. 

MR. EMERSON -"Uncovered", I 
think is the word. 

The Chairman left the Chair until 
S o'clock. 

The Chairman resumed the Chair 
a t 8.10 p.m. o'clock. 

JIR. JirRPHY-Mr. Chairman, as a 
representative of a fishing district and 
a very importan~ one, I would like to 
make a few remarks about this Bill. 
There are sections of this Bill that I am 
opposed to, from the very first moment 
of their introduction. To restrain a 
man from doing business you are doing 
something that is not good; that should 
not be;, truly we have often heard the 
word "restraint of trade." 

Do you think it wise to legislate 
against the small man? How is the 
small man to be encouraged to build 
up a business if we· expect him to ex
port 5,000 quintals of fish in his first 
year. That, to my mind, is a very ob
jectionable part of the present Bill. I 
would be lacking in my duty to the 
peo~le who sent me here if I did not 
protest against that section. 

Do you not think, ~Ir. Chairman. 
that there are large exporters of fish 
in Newfoundland today who di'd not 
export 5,000 quintals for their first 
year in business. .My opinion, l\1r. 

Chairman, is that no restriction should 
be placed on any man, or firm, who is 
desirous of sending a way fish inde
pendent of any other person. His fish 
would he subject to inspection if this 
Bill becomes law, but it is not Briti::;h 
fair play to prohibit any man from 
conducting his own business. 

As a representative of the District 
of Placentia West which is a fishing 
district, not a farming district, a fish
ing district pure and simple, I am not 
prepared to voice my sentiments in 
favor of this section of the Bill. There 
is another section of this Bill and that 
is the clause requiring a man to have 
an export fishing pre:nises befor-e be-
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ing allowed to export fish. This, to 
mr mind, is also entirely wr-0ng. This 
is ancther example of class legislation, 
and means that the broker wh-0, in the 
past, has been able to get a better 
price for fish than the larger exporter, 
and if this section of the Bill goeG 
through the broker will be cut out 
altogether. This is a Board of Trade 
Bill; there are names included in thiG 
Bill that have done m-0re harm to the 
fish business of this country than all 
the brokers could do in a hundred 
years. I am also pleased to note the 
name of a large exporter not included 
in this Bill; a firm that has also 
played heavily and has been a menace 
to the fishing industry of this country. 

I refer back to the Board of Trade. 
In the early days of this year; there 
was an election held at the Board of 
Trade. Two very representative men, 
to my mind, should have been elected 
on that board,, but when the election 
took place and the ballots were count
€d, neither of those gentlemen received 
sufficient votes to secure his election. 
One of those gentlemen was 
Capt. ::\1. G. Power. Capt. Power has 
spent 10 years in the markets of 
Greece, Italy, Spain and Portugal. 
Don't you think that he would be a 
qualified man to have on that Board? 
To prove that he would be an im
portant man to have on that Board 
here is a 1etter from one of our larg
est importers of codfish into Greece, 
and with your permission I will read 
this letter: 

(Reads Letter) 

And the other gentleman, :\Ir. Chair
man, who was defaated was the Man
ager of the Bank of Montreal. Do you 
not think that the present Manager 
of the Bank of :VIontreal would be also 
a qualified man to have on that 
Board of Trade. It is a well known 
fa ct that the Bank of ::\iontreal is one 
of the largest :financial institutions on 

this side of the Atlantic and its local 
m~nager should kno wsomething about 
ccnditions, and he also would be an 
important man to have on that Board. 
So much for the Board of Trade elec
tion. Now regarding the clause of this 
Bill respecting brokers. Messrs. A. S. 
Rendell & Co. of this city are brokers, 
and if this Bill goes through and be
comes law Rendell & Co. will be cut 
out. 

It is specifically stated that one has 
to have fishery premises; whaves or 

I 

stores or premises to export 5,000 
quintals, and again before being allow
ed to export he, or they must give an 
~ssurance that he will export 5000 
quintals. He must make an affidavit 
to that effect first. Are we going to 
make the minimum 5,000 quintals? 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
N"o, that has been cut down to 2,500. 

JIR. JfCRPHY-Too high still. Until 
that section is cut out, Mr. Chairman, 
I am against the Bill. If this Bill goes 
through we have to have an army of 
Ins~ectors. If you would make the 
minimum 1,000 I think it would be 
more satisfactory. I repeat if this Bill 
goes through, we will have to have 
an army of Inspectors. Where are you 
going to get inspectors? You can't get 
them over night. The point raised by 
the Hon. member for Lewisporte this 
afternoon was a very important one 
and I don't think that question has 
been answered very clearly. We have 
numerous packers in Placentia Bay 
who pack their own fish and sell it 
subject to the inspection of the buyer. 
Are those people to be cut out if this 
present Bill becomes law? If we cut 
them out they will lose a dollar per 
quintal on their fish by bringing it 
here. The packing of fish in the Dis
trict of Placentia West turns in quite a 
revenue; they make their own casks, 
saw their own staves and it turns in 
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quite a revenue to the fishermen of 
that district. 

\\"1len I say that the fishermen or 
lhe small merchant will lose one dol
lar per quintal on fish, I do not mean 
that they will be robbed of a dollar, 
but it is the extra expense of getting 
the fish here, the insurance and freight 
would make them lose that dollar, and 
I am not foolish enough to come in 
here and register my vote to drive 
people out of business. I think if I 
supported this Bill in its entirety I 
would be a traitor to these people, 
and I have never been a traitor to any 
one yet. 

I ask you, 1\Ir. Chairman, in all 
sincerity who was the cause of break
ing the price of Brazil fish in the year 
1930 It was a firm that is listed here, 
and a very prominent one, and I ask 
you again, l\Ir. Chairman, who was the 
cause of breaking the price of Brazil 
fish this year? Was it not also a firm 
that is listed here? I say it was, and 
I defy contradiction. Mr. Chairman, 
the fishermen are the bone and sinew 
of this country,. and without the fish
ermen we cannot exist; so we have to 
look at the condition the country is 
in today. I shall not speak for the 
country, but I shall speak for the dis
trict of Placentia "'\Yest, a place that 
I know something about. The condi
tion existing there toO.ay was brought 
about by the short catch of fish in 
the year 1930. 

I want to impress upon you that by 
the short catch of fish, I do not mean 
scarcity of fish; fish was never as 
plentiful around these shores as it was 
last year, but what was the good of the 
fish being there when they had no bait 
to secure it. I say if there was a Bill 
brought before this House today mak
ing provision that we should get bait 
depots in Placentia Bay it would have 
my support. As long as I can remem
ber, and that is 25 or 30 years during 

elections and election campaigns in 
that district the cry of the politician 
,T·as "Encourage the fishery," but when 
the election was over and the votes 
counted, that was the end of it; when 
the smoke of battle was cleared off it 
was all over. I myself am in hopes of 
representing that district as long as 
my predecessor, and I am going to 
fight for the encouragement of the 
fisheries and the establishment of bait 
depots in Placentia West. 

l\Ir. Chairman, before leavi~g my 
office I had a phone message from a 
member of a large firm which is op
posed to the Bill. Just before I came 
to the House I received a letter from 
an exporter-not a small one either
one exporting thirty or forty thousand 
quintals, and with your permission I 
will read this letter. 

(Reads) 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it .vill give me 
great pleasure to associate my3elf 
with this Bill if the amendment sug
gested by the l\Iin ister of Marine and 
Fisheries is included in it. 

MR. QUD"TOX-::.\1r. Chairman, be
fore we finish with this section there 
are one or two remarks I would like 
to make. Xow I understand that every 
man who wishes to become a member 
of this Association may do so, but he 
must fulfil the demands of the Bill to 
export 2500 or 5000 quintals of fish as 
the case may be, but under this an 
unscrupulous man might make a lot 
of trouble for the board and I· don't 
see how you're going to check up and 
find who's responsible for ruining the 
market. You might licen·se everyone 
and in that way find out who is mak
ing the trouble, for it is my experience 
that when an opportunity for making 
money arises for an unscrupulous 
man, the temptation will usually prove 
so great that he will forget the pledge 
he made the Association. 
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Xow, take the position where a 
broker not haying a premises, and not 
beinz able to comply with the regula
tions reg:uding the exporting of a 
certain number of quintals, but having 
good connections. He receives an 
order from abroad for say 1000 or 
2000 quintals and he knows a certain 
exporter has that quantity in his 
3tores, he can go to that exporter, and 
if the latter is willing to sell, he can 
evade the regulations of this Board 
by paying a nominal rental of One 
Dollar. Xow this Bill is not only of in
terest to merchants, I feel sure any 
patriotic citizen is as interested in this 
V"ery important Bill as is every member 
of this House, and may I say that the 
advice given 1by England's "Com
mercial Traveller," the Prince of 
'Vales, might be heeded by our local 
merchants, when he said at a public 
dinner to the manufacturers "To wake 
up, to consider carefully, and to act 
discisively." 

\Yith reference to what the 1\Iinister 
of Marine and Fisheries has said, I 
can only say that if this g-oes through, 
then you are placing the individual 
who has to cull fish for the market 
at a deci'ded disadvantage. I am not 
referring to any particular section. I 
don't think this Bill is of any protec
tion to the fisherman; no protection 
at all as far as he is concerned. It is 
really only a protection for the 
foreign buyers of our fish; there is no 
part of this Bill which deals with the 
fisherman. "\'Vhat we want is a rigid 
fish Bill to protect the fishermen. 

JIR. EJIERSON-Mr. Chairman, the 
Salt Codfish Bill now before the House 
has been discussed to a great extent 
and amongst those in the House we 
have some very much in favor of the 
Fish Bill and others who ..lave ex
pressed themselves as being very 
much against this measure being in
troduced. Three years ago a Bill of 

some-\;hat similar nature was intro
duced and the same thing is happen
ing tonight as happened when th:It 
Bill was introduced. In my opinion it 
is the jealousy of the fish merchants 
that is to blame, and as yet there has 
never been any satisfactory agree
ment made amongst the fish mer
chants. There is no law at present 
in force, and unless a law i;:; passed 
co~pelling all fish merchants to a:bide 
by the same regulations, then I say 
our fishery will not improve. \\'hen I 
can see that this Bill will apply to all, 
I will certainly vote for it. 

Xo interest has been taken and no
thing has been so far done to improve 
the fishery conditions of this country 
and I feel that unless some Bill is 
passed the fishery is doomed. We hear 
both in the House of Assembly and 
outside about the necessity of Legis
lation in this respect and it is just 
about time that the merchants got to
gether and made some agreement 
which would improve the conditions 
of the country today. I believe in fish
ery standardization and think that an 
Association to control the same is bad
ly needed. The first thing we need is 
some experienced culler who can 
teach the fishermen the proper way 
to cull fish. Under the present curing 
system it is almost impossible to eat 
our fish and I feel sure that this has 
a very detrimental effect on the 
foreign markets. The principal of the 
Bill, as I see it, is stan'dardizajion and 
I feel sure that the country which re-

. fuses to admit our fish today and are 
accepting fish from other countries 
would be only too glad to take our 
fish provided the standardization was 
carried out and they knew that the 
fish they would receive would be 
properly culled, properly cured and 
properly branded. 

\Ve must not, in the future. be 
stampeded into doing things which 
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are detrimental to the fishery, and the 
legislation that we put through in 
this House must be legislation of a 
national character and not legislation 
that would be favorable to some and 
unfavorable to others. 

The mere fact that there has been 
so much discussion going on amongst 
the members of this House and that 
there is great difficulty in enforcing 
this measure shows that while some 
are in favor of it others are very much 
against it. I do not think, however. 
that '"e would be justified in throw
ing thjs Bill out and feel that we must 
have fish standardization throughout 
the country. 

If we accept the principle as a good 
one we must ask ourselves first what 
in the Bill could be amended to make 
the Bill more favorable to all. This is 
not a party measure and various 
members, as I said before, have spok
en on it, but what we have to find 
out is: Does the Bill earn~ out the 
principle as outlined. I can quite ap
preciate the aspect taken by certain 
of the members who say that certain 
parts of the country are more affect
ed by this Bill than others, that is all 
well and good, but I do not think that 
tiiis is a sufficient reason for throwing 
out the Bill and think that if it were 
amended that it would be acceptable 
and passed by the House. 

The Squires Government of 1920 
brought in two Bills, one of which 
fixed the price of fish and the other 
was regarding the cure of fish. I, my
self think, that it is very difficult to 
have any rules or law that will set 
or fix any particular price on fish, 
that is something which we cannot 
control but which the law of supply 
and demand must arrange for us. 

Under this Bill we are simply try
ing to fix standardization of fish and 
I feel that unless we do this we will 

never improve our own conaitions. 1 
do not say that it will rrove such a 
tremendous success the first year but 
many of the different problems will 
be overdone and as time advances w 
will be able to make amendments an: 
make ithe Bill one that will be satis
factory to all parties concerned. I 
say that we should give this Bill a 
chance because as things stand now 
we are daily losing more of our cus
tomers in the foreign markets. 

Norway and Iceland have taken our 
place to a great extent but I fee l that 
if we put our efforts into this stand
ardization scheme our people will get 
the benefit and we will again get our 
markets back. 

"\Vho is going to introduce the Bill? 
Are we going to do it, or, are we go
ing to leave it for our successors. If 
this were made a party measure by 
the Government they would make 
themselves most unpopular because 
the fishermen will not get as good a 
price for their fish, but, I say intro
duce the Bill. I believe that it will 
have an ultimate result on the fi::::her
ies of this country, if it is carried out 
and if it is successful. I believe that 
the ultimate result of this Bill will 
be that the fisheries will be worth 
more to our country than ever before, 
our fishermen will be enriched and 
,._ { will cease to lo5e 0u:r r~iarkets as 
we are doing today. 

I remember at the Board of Trade 
dinner held in February of this year 
when Mr. l\lonroe rea'd a letter from 
Greece signed by four importers of 
our fish and they said that there was 
no sale for Newfoundland fish, thev 
said don't send us any more unless 
the quality is improved, they didn't 
want it at all and the Hon. member 
for Bonavista East read a letter the 
other day to the same effect. It is not 
a question of price but a question 
of q.uality. "re are losing our 
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markets and unless we bring in a 
stan·dardization Bill we \Vill keep on 
losing our markets. This is not a party 
measure, if it does not pass the Gov
nnment will not resign. I believe in 
tile Bill; the p-inciple is good and I 
hope that is will pass. The details will 
be somewhat difficult but that is a 
matter for the introducers. I hope that 
the Bill will pass and will be success
ful in operation. 

HOX. SIR "\VILLI.Alli COAKER-
How do you make out that the pric•} 
of fish will be lower? I don't see :iny 

argument for that? 

JIR. EJIERSOX-The reason I had 
is that if this Bill is passed, naturally 
the cull will be much stricter; con
sequently this will lower the price of 
fish. 

HON. SIR 1YILLLL1I COAKER
i\Ir. C11airman, if that is a fact it 

' means that the fishermen today will 
get at least a $1 a quintal more for 
nF:nber one fish than they ever got 
for tal qual. If there is a stricter cull 
of number one fish I say that the 
fishermen will get ait least a dollar 
more a quintal for it. As I see it, the 
cull this year will not be affected, it 
may not be put in operation this year 
at all, they may not use their powers 
this year. I don't think they will go any 
further than instituting a standard for 
Labrador fish and the shoremen will 
not be affected, at least not this year. 

Labrador men will get a dollar or at 
least fifty cents more per quintal.. 
.ffhere would be no difficulty in dis
posing of the number one article. 
There is a sale for 400,000 quintals of 
Labrador fish, but not the inferior 
article, it must be number one. If we 
get the number one article, we can 
sell easily 400,000 quintals, which is 
a minimum catch. The trouble is that 
if the Bill does not pass, I for one, 
would hesitate to fit out anybody for 
the Labrador. I shipp-ed fish to Greece 
and they said they did not want it, 
only a portion of it was good, but if 
we have inspectors, it will mean that 
we will get our markets again. If the 
men are more careful in cleaning, 
~rnshing, splitting, etc. and bring in 
the number one article, I feel sure 
that the merchants will pay at least 
fifty cents a quintal more for it if it is 
suitable for Greece. 

I can see no harm that can come 
out of this Bill. I have had it in my 
mind for years, considering it, think
ing it over, looking at it from all 
angles and I aJm absolutely sure and I 
can say without any misgivings that I 
think that Bill will re-act to the bet
terment of Newfoundland, its people 
and exporters. As I said before, this 
is a measure to help the exporters to 
help themselves. If we don't do this 
what will happen? If we get the same 
class of fish as we got last year, we 
will not be able to get any1body to buy 

Even if it were put in full operation it. We can sell easily inspected fish 
they can only touch on three of four 
grades. The merchants might take 
ten grades and the only grade that 
would be worth re-culling would be 
\Yhat we call ":\Ierchantable" and that 
would be $2.00 a quintal over and 
above ":;.\laderia." 

I don't see how the Bill can do any
thing else but increase the price of 
fish and if it is put in operation the 

and we will have no trouble in finding 
a market. 

llIR. PL'DDESTER-What happens 
if the fish is not passed? 

HON. SIR WILLIAM COAKER
Mr. Chairman, there will be a sale for 
some, they will take 20% of number 
two. "\Ve will get clear of what we 
can and what is left we will put in 
the driers and sell as West India. 
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I say that we should deal with thi3 
in a national way. This is a great big 
matter and if we do not pass this Bill 
we will have no markets in a matter 
of five years. If this Bill is passed and 
\Ye have a cull for the local product, 
then X ewfoundland will never need to 
seek markets, they w.ill be saying 
"How much can you send us over." 
The people on the other side are eat
ing fish, but is it the Xorwegian fish, it 
is not our fish. The Xorwegian fish is 
not as good as our fish but it is tidy 
and attractive, it is well done up and 
the people know what they are get
ting. They tell us to do the same as 
Iceland and Xorway are doing. Isn't 
that a wonderful object to have? The 
placing of our fish ahead of Hie other 
countries? I can see a wonderful fu
ture if we only live up to it. I am go
ing to vote for it and I think that 
members who don't know something 
about it should follow the advice of 
those who do know something. 

JIR. PrDDESTER-l\Ir. Chairman, 
another point I would like to em
phasise. This Bill takes care of the 
standardization of all fish. It doesn't 
matter whether a man is handling 
2000 or 3000 or 5000 quintals as long 
as it is standardized. Why should a 
man like that be penalised. Provided 
the inspection is right and the quality 
and price is right, why shouldn't he be 
allowed to sell it direct himself. 

HOX. SIR '\YILLIAJI COAKER-Mr. 
Chairman, it is a question as to whom 
you think most important to the 
country. The supplying merchant or 
the small man. The small man is 
causing tremendous losses in the in
dustry and is doing an immense 
amount of harm. Some of the supply
ing houses have not made a profit for 
the last five years. The most suc
cessful fish merchant in the country 
is Sir John Crosbie. I myself could 
carry along a most successful fish 

business on the same lines as Sir 
John Crosbie whilst the supplying 
merchant is always faced with the 
prospect of tremendous losses. The 
Trading Company has made profits. 
but it has also made losses that it 
shouldn't have had. I will give you 
an instance. Some four or five years 
ago a vessel was sent to Brazil, the 
fish had been sold there but the ves
sel took over sixty days to get there, 
and \Vhen she arrived the fish was 
cooked and unsaleable, and we lost 
$17,000. No man could have fores~n 
that the vessel would have taken 
sixty days. 

3IR. PUDDESTER-Mr. Chairman, I 
am not a champion for those exporters, 
but I am anxious about bona fide 
fishermen who catches his own fish 
and who would like to send it to 
market in their own names. I .vould, 
therefore, suggest that a bona tlde 
fisherman who catclies and cure.:: liis 
own fish, has it passed the necessary 
inspection be allowe• to export no 
matter how small the quantity. If 
we put in a couple of lines in the 
clause to that effect, would that meet 
the point of the Hon. ::.\!ember for 
Placentia \Vest? 

JIR. JITRPHY-Mr. Chairman, if 
the minimum is made 1,000 quintal£ 
I am prepared to support the Bill 
Speaking of 5,000 quintals, I know of 
people in my district who in 1929 and 
1930 sold 5,000 quintals and are still 
owed their money and the most they 
have been offered for that fish was a 
free trip to Spain. I think that is 
conclusive proof that it is not the 
man who carries his office in his hat 
who has injured the fish business, but 
some of the big fish exporters of 
Water Street and elsewhere. 

IIOX. THE JIIXISTER OF FINA~T £ 
AXD CUSTOJIS-:Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to ask the Hon. l\1em her 
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does that mean that this Board will 
impose a tax on fish in store? 

nos. SIR WILLIA~! COAKER-No. 

HOS. THE JIIXISTER OF FIXA~TE 
A~D Cl'"STOJIS-Mr. Chairman, it 
will be collected from the man who 
sells the fish, if there is a tax on fish 
the man who catches the fish will 
have to pay it, this is to defray the 
expenses of the Board. There are two 
or three men who will have to be 
paid salaries, there will be cullers and 
inspectors who will also have to be 
paid. l\Iy point is how many inspec
tors will there be, how many special
ists "\Yill there be and who will decide 
how much they will be paid, I take 
it that the Governor in Council will 
have the last say but in grading the 
fish for export the man who pays the 
tax is the man who sells the fish to 
the exporter. 

I have not made any remarks on 
this Bill but I would like to make a 
few preliminary remarks regarding 
the object of this Bill. The object is I 
take it, the standardization of fish ex
ported from Newfoundland. I am in 
accord with the principle of standaTd
ization. This means that a lot of 
exporters are going to be told that 
they have to incorporate themselves 
into an Association, we don't know 
whether they will feel like doing this 
or not. Have you asked all these people 
to come into this? 

HO:X. SIR lYILLIAM COAKER
They have not been asked yet, but if 
they do not come into it they will not 
get a license. 

HON. THE ML"'VISTER OF FINA:NCE 
AXD CCST01CS-Mr. Chairman, if 
they do not get a license they will 
not export fish. I don't want to ex
press my opinion but I think that there 
will be many firms who will not ex
port fish this year. I am in accord 

with standardization. When I was on 
the Opposition side of this House, I 
advocated it and I felt that some 
legislation should be placed behind it 
to make exporters legislate for them
selves and under this section there is 
nothing to compel exporters to be
come members of this Association and 
if 80% of the exporters refuse to be
come members, where will the fish 
business go? Take for instance 
Harvey & Co., the first on the list, 
they refuse to come into this Associa
tion they don't get a license, they say, 
well, we won't buy any fish and so on 
down the list. This is the point that 
worries me. The merchants on Water 
St. never agreed in their lives and I 
don't think that they will agree when 
they become members of this As
sociation. There has been consid·er
a ble said of brokers, men who buy fish 
on the street, and as was said: "Have 
their offices in their hats." I was a 
broker one time, I exported fish and 
I may do so again. I am in favour 
of brokers, I think that they keep the 
price of fish up, they get in touch with 
foreign firms in Spain, Italy or Greece 
and they get price lists. His over
head is nothing and say if he buys 
500 casks at say 20s. a quintal, he 
can afford to pay a better price than 
the merchant who has a big over
head to carry unlike the broker whose 
office is in his hat. H-e can pay fuore 
to the man who catches the fish. 'l'he 
man who has a large business depends 
more on the supplies that he sells the 
fishermen in the spring. When the 
markets are well up they may make 
some money on fish but it is mostly 
on their supplies and they are sure 
to tack on a extra 25% or 30% in the 
spring, sometimes they make a bit of 
money on fish but the broker can give 

a better price. I believe in brokers 

and a lot of merchants on the street 

do a lot of business through brokers 

in London and he is at all times a 
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great help to the merchants on the 
street. Suppliers take the fish from the 
fishermen and sell it to a broker in 
London because he is in closer touch 
with the people who buy the fish, the 
credits are established in London and 
they can give a better price. That is 
my opinion. 

Coming back to the point, it is im
possible for this fee to be collected 
from anyone else than from the 
people who catch the fish, what the 
fee will be will be decided by the 
Association with the approval of the 
Governor in Council and the idea of 
this is to pay the salaries and ex
penses. I take it that it will be a 
half decent fee to pay the members 
on this board a half decent salary and 
this is one of the points that I would 
like to see cleared up. We will have 
to pay for an army of inspectors all 
over the country. How much do you 
estimate that it will cost, Sir \Villiam? 

ROX. SIR 1VILLIAM COAKER-The 
old act cost $70,000.00 but this will 
not cost as much as that. 

HON. THE )lgISTER OF Fn-A~Ct~ 
AXD CeSTOMS-Mr. Chairman, in 
the old act, there were no three men 
to pull down $25,000.00 or $30,000.00 
and we could get a lot of cullers for 
$30,000.00. I figure that this Bill is 
going to cost $75,000.00. How would 
this affect a man wishing to ship fish 
to the \Vest Indies. I can ship fish to 
the West Indies by sending it to Xew 
York and then having it forwarded 
to the West Indies. 

JIR. E3IERSOX-You can always 
avoid an act if you act in such a 
manner as to get around it. 

HOX. SIR 1YILLIA:JI COAKER-I 
will refer back. (Reads.) 

There is always some trouble about 
who is going to be members of the 
Association; those in the list are the 

principal merchants who exported fish 
last year, the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries asked these firms about this 
Bill and eighty per cent. of them were 
to become members of the Association. 
This Bill was drawn up by the Board 
of Trade and is the same as last year's 
Bill except for one or two small 
changes. 

JIJNISTER OF JIARl:XE A:XD FISH. 
ERIES-Mr. Chairman, before this 
Bill passes in its entirety I would like 
to state for the benefit of the House 
that I am not opposed to the principle. 
There seems to be an understanding 
that I a.m opposed to the principle of 
this Bill, but I was opposed to this 
Bill as it was originally drafted, and 
like my Honourable friend, ~fr. Emer
son, I would say that this Bill or any 
Fish Bill is faced with many troubles 
in its enforcement, and that was one 
of the great troubles that I saw ahead 
of this Bill. .Now, while my friend 
l\lr. Quinton's idea was right as far 
as wishing every exporter to get a 
license was _concerned, I think he 
missed a point. As far as I was con
cerned I am not opposed to the Bill 
on principle, but I am opposed to the 
body of men who, in my opinion, are 
behind the Bill. I need not mention 
names any more. 

I am firmly convinced that there is 
a group of men down on Water Street 
who are trying to get this Bill rail
roaded through the House so that they 
will be a further menace than they 
have been in the past to the trade 
of this country, and we have ·men 
amongst the exporters of this country 
who have been a menace to the trade 
of this country. I state that emphati
cally and I wish that it be recorded. 

The Hon. Member for Ferryland 
wondered where the money was going 
to come from to pay expenses. I am 
beginning to wonder that too; in fact 
I am not beginning; I have already 
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wondered. It must in the last analysis 
ccme from the fishermen. There are 
one or two men already in the running 
for these jobs. I do not know who 
theY are, but I have a faint idea. No 
doubt my Hon. friend could tell if he 
wishes; he may know; I don't. 

As far as the price of fish to-day js 
concerned and what we are facing in 
the foreign markets, it is not so much 
the quality of the fish but the ques
tion of supply and demand. In par
ticular we are, the world is in gen
eral faced with conditions that we 
have never had before in my remem
brance; world wide poverty, so to 
speak, and the general depression 
which is world wide is a dominating 
factor which has caused our fish to 
be such a low price to-day in the 
foreign markets. \Ne might as well 
say what is the cause of flour or 
meat being so cheap. We are buying 
salt meat to--day at less than two 
cents per pound, when we take into 
consideration the price of the barrel 
and the price of the package. Is that 
due to civilisation? No; it is due to 
the question of world wide depression, 
and that is what is the trouble today 
with the fish markets. What is going 
to happen our second rate fish; we 
have to find a market for it some
where, and there is no reason, if we 
have responsible fish concerns in this 
country, who are wanting to ship the 
right grade of fish to the foreign 
markets, there is no reason why those 
responsible concerns should not give 
those who purchase the fish from them 
the right quality of the fish that they 

I see no reason why any exporter who 
wants to export 25 casks of fish should 
not be given that privilege if he can 
sell it to advantage in the foreign 
markets. I remember not very long 
ago one exporter on Water Street said 
that the license fee to export should 
be $10,000. Why? To cripple the 
small man. The small man has been 
throttled ever since Adam was born, 
and that was not yeste~day; the 
big fellow, the big fish is trying 
to eat the little fish ever since Adam 
came into being. It is a question of 
the big fish eating the little fish or 
trying to all the time, and that is the 
trouble with the big exporter or the 
big organization that we have to-day 
trying to dominate this country, try
ing to eat the small fellow, and 
I say that in all sincerity. That is 
what what we should not allow; the 
big fellow to goble up the little fellow. 
We should give him a chance if he 
can make good. It is mighty hard job 
to get away, because they are going 
to bite on you if they can at all. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, about Iceland 
and Norway; conditions in these 
countries are entirely different to 
conditions in this country; they can 
centralize and collect their fish and 
make it standardized because it is 
collected from the fishermen. 'Ve can
not do that in this country; it is al
most impossible. Getting a standard 
of fish in the different ports in this 
country is a hard job even by a com
petent board because you can get five 
men and put five lots of fish before 
them, and I will tell you here now that 

need without having to enforce a there won't be one agr·ee with the 
law. other on the grade of fish. Every man 

I have been very much interested, 
Mr. Chairman, in the remarks of 
many of the Hon. gentlemen because 
I happen to be a fish producer. 
The Government and laws are a 
matter of compromise pretty well, and 

has got his own idea unless he is 
educated and goes through a course of 
training which can't be done in 2, 3 
or 5 months. It is no use to put a 
man from Port Union to inspect fish 
down in Fortune; it is no use to put 
a man from Fortune to inspect fish in 
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Port Union. The idea of standardiza
tion is good. I don't like restriction 
of trade, and I think that whatever 
Board is appointed they ar~ going to 
find it a mighty hard job to carry out 
this Bill as it is made up. I don't 
want to be misunderstood. I entirely 
agree with the principle. 

lUR. EJIERSON-Mr. Chairman, be
fore we pass that section there are 
just one or two remarks I wish to 
make in view of what has been said 
by the ::\finister of Marine and Fish
eries. I understood him to state that 
he agreed with the principle of 
standardization; I think every mem
ber of the House does, but he is 
against this Bill on account of certain 
details. He further stated that there 
are certain people on Water Street 
who are behind the Bill. May I point 
out to the Hon. Minister that he is 
the Chairman of the Salt Fish Com-
1mission. He is a member of it, and 
the Salt Fish Cpmmission, I 
presume, is not controlled by Water 
Street. He does not offer any solution 
other than the one brought into the 
House. That is the point that I make; 
here is an effort made to give us some 
solution to the trouble that exists to
day. It is criticised by the people who 
have the matter in hand themselves. 
That is all that is done. What is the 
alternative? Go on as we are. If we 
go on as we are why have a Salt Fish 
Commission. Give us some solution. 

I don't say this Bill is perfect; I 
don't know whether the Hon. Minis
ter has any solution which is better, 
but what is the use of coming in here 
and damning the Bill if you· have no 
solution. I agree that the situation is 
serious; I agree that standardization 
must be dealt with. You have no solu
tion to it an'd you simply damn this 
Bill. Give us some solution. I have 
been sitting here for hours: and I have 
been trying to find out something 

about it; I, as a lawyer, knowing very 
little about fish, have studied this Bill 
to find out what is wrong. All I can 
get from the :\Hnister of .'..\'.farine and 
Fisheries is that he agrees with the 
principle but he damns the Bill, but 
does not say what the solution should 
be. It is time to stop that. Why does 
he not tell us what we should do and 
come in with an alternative prop-0si
tion that we can discuss. The House 
meets year after year; if somebody 
brings in a Bill it is damne·d by some
body, thrown out and nobody bring~ 
in an alternative. W·e have fish experts 
in the House who will say nothing in 
the alternative except the whole Bill 
is not good. The reason I voted for 
this Bill is because I have seen no 
alternative introduced by those who 
ought to know what they are talking 
about. 

I have tried to study the situation ; 
I discussed it last year with the po
moter of the Bill. Until somebody can 
show me s-0mething better I will vote 
for the Bill. There has been nothing 
but criticism and nothing in the shape 
of an alternative except some amend
ments. \Vhat is the use of that. Un
less steps are taken how are men not 
in the business who have had no ex
perience to vote on this Bill when 
they get no more suggestions than we 
have gdt from those who are sup
posed to be experts. 

Mr. Sp·eaker resum·ed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref.erred and had pass
ed the said Bill with some amend
ment. 

On motion for adoption of the re
port. Mr. Emerson moved and Hon. 
Sir. William Coaker seconded the fol
lowing amendmen, viz: "That section 
3 (b) be amended by altering the 
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figures "1000 quintals" to "2500 qtls."' 
·whereupon the House .divided and 
there appeared in favor of the amend
ment 17 and against it 15 so it passed 
in the affirmative, and was ordered ac
cordingly, so it "\vas ordered that the 
said Bill be read a third time present-

ly. 

\\Thereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Rt. Hon. t:C.e Prime 
~J:inister, the Bill entitled "An Act Re
iating to Salt Codfish" was read a third 
time and passed, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be engrossed, being 
entitled as above, and that it be sent 
to the Legislative Council with a Mes
sage requesting the concurrence of 
that body in its p:rovisions. 

Pursuant to order an'd on motion of 
Hor:. the l\Ii!.1ister of Fina~rne and Cus
toms the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act to Amend the 
St. John's :vrunicipal Council." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

::\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
~ittee. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and has 
passed the said Bill with some amend
ments. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Whereupon with unanimous consent 
and on motion of Hon. the Minister 
of Finance and Customs, the Bill en
titled "An Act to Amend the St. 
John's Municipal Council" was read a 
third time and passed, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be engross
ed, being entitled as above, and that 

it be sent to the Legislative Council 
"\Yith a :;.\1essage requesting the con
currence of that body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the \\TJiole to consider the 
Bill entitled "An Act Relating to the 
International Grenfell Association.'' 

l\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred and had 
passed the said Bill with some amend
ments. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Pursuant to order and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Relating to the 
International Grenfell Association" 
was read a third time and passed, and 
it was ordered that the said Bill be 
engrossed, being entitled as above. 
and that it be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a Message requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro
visions. 

RT. BOX. THE PRDIE Mn~STER 
-::\fr. Speaker, I beg to move the 
Bill relating to amendments to the 
Sealing Act be stricken from the 
Order Paper. There is a wide diver
gence of opinion amongst sealing ship 
owners and insurance companies as to 
the matter of premiums that would 
have to be cm.trged to cover the legal 
construction of the words as con
tained in the Bill. It would conse
quently take weeks, if not months, 
to accurately take "into consideration 
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all the circumstances as to rates, and 
in this situation I would ask to have 
the Bill to remain over till the next 
session of the House to be dealt with. 

The insurance figures quoted vary 
from 50 cents to as high as $10 and 
$12 per man. The wording of the 
Act has been changed several times, 
but as there has heen no unanimity 
amongst the parties involved I think 
the wisest course is to drop the matter 
and have it considered out of session. 

The remaining· Orders of the Day 
were deferred. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a Message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bills sent up entitled re
spectively: "An Act for the Raising 
of a Loan on the Credit of the Col
ony for Certain Public Purposes" and 
"An Act to give effect to a Protocol 
on Arbitration Clauses signed on be
half of His Majesty at a Meeting of 
the Assem'bly of the League of Nations 
held on the twenty-fourth day .of 
September 1923 and to a Convention 
on the Execution of Arbitral Awards 
signed on behalf of His Majesty at 
Geneva on the twenty-sixth day of 
Septem'ber 1927" without amendment. 

Pursuant to order and on motion <>f 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
\Vhole to consider "An Address to the 
King." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HOX. THE PRDIE1 MIYISTER. 
-J\fr. Chairman, I don't feel that I 
should enter into a constitutional dis
cussion regarding this matt.er. The 
Resolutions have been before the 
House since the day of opening. Mr. 
Clerk, I think you have some extra 
copies there that may now be distri
lm ted. Th~ wording of the Resolution 
i.ts·elf is as su,bmitted to us by the 
Imperial Authorities. That is the Re
solution as printed. I propose to sug
gest to the Committee an addi~ional 

clause for the drafting of which I 
have to take the responsibility, to 
come in at the 1end bef.ore "All of 
which we humbly pray." That ad
ditional clause will read as follows: 

(Reads) 

That forms no nart of th.e Imperial 
draft which is submitted in the print
ed form; consequently I have not had 
that printed as part of the Resolu
tions, but I would ask the Clerk to 

It was moved and seconded that distribute the copies. 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
half past three of the clock on 1 o
morrow afternoon. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

1VEDNESDAY, May 13th, 1931. 

The House met at 3.30 of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Mr. Puddester gave notice of ques
tion. 

JIR. EJIERSOY-Mr. Chairman, may 
T ask Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister 
whether he has any information as to 
what has been done in c-0nn1ection 
with this Address to His Majesty by 
other largeT Dominions such as Can
ada, Australia, South Africa. 

RT. HON. THE PRLlIEi ~IlNISTEIL 
-Mr. Chairman, I am informed that 
the Dominion of Canada proposes to 
pass the Resolution with a provision. 

I am informed that New Zealand 
also proposes to pass it at their ses· 
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sion at the end of June or July; this 
is their Autumn now. I am informed 
that South Africa has, at a session 
passed the Resolution. I am informed 
that Mr. Hertzog proposes to proceed 
with the Resolutions at a suitable 
moment. I have received no word from 
the South of Ireland. I may say in the 
case of New Zealand I got a wire from 
l\lr. Forbes in conn-ection with the 
matter. He said they were dealing 
with it in July so as to come in the 
period before August. 

MR.. E)[ERSON-"Mr. Chairman, if 
my recollection serves m-e right the 
proposal for this Address to the King 
came from the Dominion of Canada 
and from South Africa, two Dominions 
which have problems very much ·dif
ferent to those we have, and I put it 
as a question as to whether it is wise 
for us to proceed any further with 
this until we hear from those Do
minions which were responsible for 
promoting the Bill. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE' :IDXISTER. 
-1\'Ir. Chairman, under the m.emoran
dum which is supposed to be certified 
to the Imperial Government by the ·end 
of July or n·ot later than the end of 
August,, action must 1be taken to date 
from December of 1931 so far as the 
Imperial Government is concerned. 
Consequently it is for us now to act 
or reject. The other Dominions-I 
cannot speak for the South of Ir,eland 
because I have not heard from l\Ir. 
Cosgrave-but the other Dominions 
nropose to pass this Address to the 
King :with such special items as affect 
themselves personally. In the case of 
Canada they hav·e their Dominion re
ference to the British Nor th America 
Act. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.-
1\Ir. Chairman, I take it the Rt. Hon. 
·Prime Minister does not wish us to 
understand that it is a case of now 

or never. There will be other years 
to come; there will be another Im
perial Parliament, and if we ask per
mission to come in under Dominion 
status it will be accorded us. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE MIXISTER .. 
-Mr. Chairman, it has been agreed 
that it would be dealt with before the 
end of July or not later than the end 
of August. We will not be having any 
further session until June. 

MR. EMERSON.--1Mr. Chairman, 
would the Prime Minister consider 
accepting the draft Address saying 
that as the matter has not been 
discussed by the senior Dominions 
that we accept the principle of 
the Statute but ask that it be deferred 
until next year so that the views of 
others who are really more vitally 
interested than we are, be obtained. 
It s·eems to m·e that we are going to be 
the first. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE MINISTER 
-Newfoundland has always been first 
from a constitutional standpoint. 

JIR. EMERSON-I don't quit-e know 
what the Prime Miinster means. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE ~JBISTER 
-We have always been the first. 

MR. EMERSON.-Has it been on 
the motion of the Government? 

RT. HO~. THE PRIME JIL~ISTEB 
-This is on the motion <>f the Home 
Government. 

MR. EJIERSON-Mr. Chairman, if 
the Prime Minister will pardon me, it 
is not. It was suggested by the Can
adian Gavernment, and by the South 
African Government for the considera
tion of the Dominions. We are taking 
the first step. We are going to pass 
this Bill the very first of the Do
minions. 
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We are the smallest; we don't know 
what points may be raised for or 
against, and I suggest that we could 
pass it with reservations as far as we 
are concerned. I think it woul'd be a 
mistake if we had to divide. If there 
fs any method whereby we can pass 
this Resolution without division it 
would be far better. One does not want 
to be contentious on a matter of this 
kind. I have views on the matter 
which I don't wish to express if I 

can avoid it. 

(Reads amendment propose'd by Rt. 
Hon. the Prime Minister.) 

I think a few wnrds at the end of 
that suggesting that the operation of 
the Statute be deferred ·so far as 
Newfoundland is concerned for 12 
months to give us an opportunity -Of 
ascertaining the position of our sister 
Dominions would meet the situation. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE ~IINISTER 
-Mr. Chairman, that would be entire
ly acceptable to me. I would prefer 
to let the Committee rise now and sit 
at a later hour. 

:Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them ref erred and had made 
some progr·ess, and asked leave to sit 
again later. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit again 
later. 

RO~. COLONIAL SECRETARY
Mr. Speaker, I beg J.eave to table the 
answer to question No. 269 asked by 
Mr. Winter. 

QUESTION 

JIR. IDNTER-To ask Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary to lay on the table 
or the House a statement giving a 

copy of all Orders in Council and all 
correspen'dence in connection with the 
sum of One Hundred Thousand dol
lars deposited in the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce in relation to the extension 
of the Memorial University College 
and all payments made in connection 
therewith. 

A~SWER 

Copy of Minute of Council 
August 17, 1920. 

The Committee of Council met a de
ru tation from the War Memorial Com
mittee of the Patriotic Association, on 
the 30th July last, when the following 
understanding was reached: 

(a) That the sum of One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) ap
propriated at last Session of the Le
gislature for the erection of a Normal 
School is regarded by the Government 
as their contri'bution to a National 
::.\'.Iemorial. 

(b) That the Government approve 
of the Patriotic Association endeavor
ing to obtain subscriptions for, first: 
Erection of a suitable piece of statuary 
and, secondly: To augment the sum 
voted by the Government for the :Xor

mal School. 

(c) That the Government approve 
the appointment of a Sub-Committee 
'by the War Memorial Committee to 
co-operate with the Minister of Ed
ucation and Government Engineer, on 
the subject of a suitable design for 
the building. 

Copy of Jiinute of Council 
June 29tl1, 1922. 

It was ordered that from the bal
ance of the 1922 loan there shall be 
appropriated for the Normal School 
the sum of $100,000,00. The said 
amount to be placed under the direc:-



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 491 

tion of the Government Engineer, who 
will be authorized to draw against 
the said allocation, which will be plac
ed by the Finance Department to the 
credit of a special account to be open
ed in the Canadian Bank of Commerce. 

Copy of Jiinute of Council 
July 28th, 1930. 

As it has been ordered that out of 
the loan of 1930, the sum of $100,000 
be appropriated for the extension of 
the :\Iemorial College Building, speci
fically for the purpose of giving ad
ditional facilities to the Normal School 
which provides special training for 
teachers who serve throughout the 
Islan'd of Newfoundland generally. 

It is further ordered that Hon. Dr. 
Barnes, Colonial Secretary, who was 
Minister of Education and consequent
ly responsible Minister in connection 
with the planning, construction and 
equipment of the present :Memorial 
College and Normal School, shall be 
the memher of the Executive Council 
to whom special responsibility is as
signed for the purposes of handling 
this extension programme. 

It is further ordered that the es
timated cost of construction shall not 
exceed $150,000. 

It is further ordered that the said 
sum of $100,000 immediately available 
on 1930 Loan Account, be deposited in 
the Canadian Bank of Commerce on 
Savings Bank Trust Account, against 
which cheques may be drawn, signed 
by the Colonial Secretary, or in his 
absence, his Deputy, and countersign
ed by the Auditor General, or in his 
absence, by his Deputy. 

Dept. of the Colonial Secretary, 
St. John's, Nfld. 

August 4, 1930. 
Sir :-With respect to the cheque for 

$100,000 de1wsited in your Bank a day 

or two ago, I have the honor to in
timate that the said amount shall be 
placed to the credit of a Trust Ac
count in your Savings Department, to 
be headed Normal School Extension
.Memorial University Collefe. The Gov
ernment desire that interest shall be 
paid by the Bank at the rate of 3 per 
cent on the minimum daily balance, 
that is following the procedure which 
has been adopted in relation to other 
trust accounts from the Government 
held by your Bank. The said interest 
to be added to the principal sum from 
time to time. The account will be sub
ject to audit by the Auditor General 
in usual manner. 

\\~ill you please honour cheques 
against the said account signed by the 
Colonial Secretary or his Deputy and 
countersigned by the Auditor General 
or his Deputy. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd) ARTHUR MEWS, 
Deputy Colonial S€cretary. 

E. Holmes, Esq., Manager, 
Bank of Commerce. 

Copy of )[inute of Council 

October 4th, 1980. 

It was ordered that, for the purpose 
of saving interest on the debit balance 
of the Government Accounts in the 
Bank of Montreal, the sum of $100,000 
deposited in the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce for the extension of the 
:'..\'.Iemorial College Building, as per 
Minute of the 28th July last, be trans
ferred, with accrued interest, to the 
Bank of Montreal, to be placed to the 
credit of an account to be called 
"::.\1emorial College Trust Account," 
the said sum in regard to its manage
ment and operation to be subject to 
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th·e con'dition1s as s·et fo·rth in the said 
Minute o.f the 28th July last. 

Dept. of th·e C·olo·nial Se1cretary, 
Srt. John's, Nfld. 

October 10th, 1930. 

Sir :-Referring to my letter of the 
4th August last, and to the deposit 
in your Bank of the sum o.f $100,000 
to th1e credit of the Normal School 
Extension-Mem.orial Univ.ersity Col
l·ege, I have thre honor to i·ntimate that 
the Executiv·e Government l1ave now 
decid·ed to transfer this amount to the 
Bank ·of Mo·ntreal in ord·er to lessen 
the liability o.f th·e Gov.ernment on 
Current Account in. the Bank in con
ne·ction with the daily interest 
charge. Will Y1ou, th·erefo.re, kindly 
direct that th·e accrued inter.est be 
calculated and added to the saia 
amount so that a cheque may be 
drawn to clos·e out the account in 
your Bank. 

I h1ave th·e honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your ob·e'dienit servant, 

(S.g1d) ARTHUR MEWS, 
D·eputy Collonial Secretary. 

E. Holmes, Esq., Manager, 
Bank of C·o·m;m·erc·e. 

Dept. ·Of th·e C·olonial Se·cretary, 
St. John's, Nfld . . 

October 10, 1930. 

1Sir :-It is desired that you will 
ope·n in your Bank an account to ibe 
called "Mem·orial College Trust Ac
count'' to which will be placed the 
sum of $100,000, and accrued interest, 
for use in con·n1ection with th·e pro
posed exte.nsion of th·e Memo.rial 1Col
lege Buildinzg. Thiis am·ount will be 
reckoned in the daily balance of th·e 
Governm·ent Accounts, ther1e1by reduc
ing the daily liability by the sum · of 
$100,000.00 ap·l)r1oxiMately. Cheques 

against this credit will be drawn by 
the Colonial Secretar1y, or in his alb
sence, 1by l1i1s Deputy, and count·er
si·gn·ed by th·e .A:uditor Ge.neral, or in 
his aibs·ence by his De·p.uty. 

I h.ave the honor to be, 
· Sir, 

Your ob·e'dien·t S·ervan.t, 

(Sigrd) ARTHUR MEWS, 

D·eputy Colonial Secretary. 

A. A. Werlich, Esq., 
Manager ,Bank of Montreal. 

The 1Canadian Bank of C·o·mmerce, · 
St. John'.s, Nfld. 

0 1ctober· 11, 1930. 

The Deputy Colo·nial Secretary, 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 

City. 

Dear Sir :-We hav·e your letter of 
• 

the 10th instant, and b·eg to advise 
that the b1alan·c1e at credit with the 
Normal Sch.ool Extension Memo1rial 
Univiersity Coll·ege account was $100,-
000, against which a cheque wa.s is
su·ed on October 1st fo·r $797.46, leav
ing a balance of $99,202.54. Th·e inter
est to date is $558.10. 

While we regret to note that this 
amount is b·eing withdrawn, we would 
take this opportunity of expressing 
our appreciatio·n. of th.e deposit while 
it was here. 

Yours truly, 

(Sgd.) E. HOLMES 
Managier. 

Audit1o·r Gen·eral's Office., 
St. Joh.n's, Nfld. 

De·c·em:ber 5, 1930. 

Dear Dr. Barnes :-I enclose a 
statement fro·m th·e ,Can.adian Bank of 
Comme1rce relating to the amount de
P·osited in that B1ank in truist for the 
Nortnal School Extension-Memorial 
University C-0Ilege. 
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y 0 u will note that part of the 
alllount transferred, under Order in 
council of date October 4th last is 
for interest on the principal sum. 
This interest, Le. $558.19, should have 
been paid into the Theasury, leaving 
the balance transferable to the Bank 
of Montreal, as follows: 

Original amount deposited .. $100,000.00 
Less cheque issued Oct. 1 .... 797.46 

$ 99,202.54 

The amount actually transferre'd 
was $99,760.73. As this Account is 
under your management I shall be 
glad to be informed as to your in
tentions in respect of the disposal of 
this interest. Please return paper·s. 

Yours truly, 

(Sgd.) F. C. BERTEAU, 
Comptroller and Auditor Genieral. 

Hon. A. Barnes, B.Sc., Ph.D., 
Colonial Secretary. 

Auditor General's Office, 
St. John's, Nfld. 

January 13, 1931. 

Sir,-Permit me to ref.er you to my 
letter to you of date December 5th, 
last, relating to the interest on the 
appropriation of $100,000 for the ex
tenision of the Memorial College and 
Normal Training School for Teachers. 
N' ow that the Prime Minister who, as 
President of the Bureau of Education 
is primaraly responsible for Etluca
tional matters and educational policy, 
has returned from the Imperial Con
ference, I shall be obliged if this mat
ter of the disposition of the interest 
is brought to the attention of the 
Executive Council for its decision and 
instruction to me. 

In order that the facts relating 

On October 10th , .1922, an account 
was opened, by order of the then Gov
ernment, in the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, entitled "The Normal 
School Trust Account," for the pur
pose of dealing with the -expenditure 
in connection with the original con
struction of the Newfoundland Mem
orial College and Normal School for 
Teachers. 

This account was continued in 
active operation from the time it was 
opened until Novem1ber 19th, 1927, 
since which date, though it has con
tinued in existence, having on the 31st 
day of December last, a credit balance 
of $166.61 in the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce. 

The arrangement originally made in 
connection with the interest accruing 
to that account was to the effect that 
it should be added to the principal 
and that it should be at the rate of 3 
per cent per annum on the minimum 
0.aily credit balance. The Fund thus 
receiving the benefit of this interest 
and also that of any trade discount 
allowed for prompt payment of ac
counts. The total interest thus receiv
ed amount•ed to $2, 547.02. 

When I received the Order-in-Coun
cil directing the transfer of the $100,-
000 from the 1930 Loan Fund, ap
propriated for the extension of the 
Memorial College, to the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce I arranged with 
the Bank that the Fund should be 
handled in the same manner as was 
the previous one, with, however, this 
differ·ence, that the accruing interest 
was to be credited to a se·parate ac
count which was not to lbe operated 
upon without my approval, pending 
the decision of the Government as to 
its disposal. 

thereto may be at your disposal, I beg The ,re-transfer of the Fund to the 
leave to point out the following. Bank of Montreal has affected its 
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position as regards interest. As the 
Government gave the Bank no specific 
instructions in respect of the Fund 
or the interest thereon, it included the 
Account in the Government Ledger, 
ad'ding the interests to that paid to 
the Treasury on account of the Con
solidated Fund Accounts. 

I wish now to be definitely instruct
ed as to whether the interest which 
this specific appropriaion of $100,000 
earns is to be a·pplied towards the 
same purposes as the principal itself, 
namely, to the extension of the New
foundland Memorial College and Nor
mal School for Teachers, as was done 
in connection with the construction 
funds during the years from 1922 to 
1927, or whether it is to be placed to 
the credit of the Exchequer Account, 
and, so far as a credit is concerned, 
lost to the principal account. 

It is immaterial which Bank holds 
this Fund, so far as the Dominion is 
concerned, as the conditions under 

General of date December 5th, 1930, 
and a further communication dated 
the 13th J •anuary, 1931. Both letters 
were read for the information of Com
mittee of Council. 

It was decided that the same pro
cedure as to interest should be fol
lowed in the matter of the deposit of 
$100,000 for the extension of the 
Memorial College and Normal Train
ing School for Teachers as was done 
in the case of the funds appropriated 
for the original erection of the said 
College, namely, that the interest of 
the fund be credited to the fund itself 

' and that the arrangement to be car-
ried out by the Bank of :Montreal in 
connection with the handling of the 
said Fund be as advantag.eous to the 
said Fund as if the money had not 
been transf.erred from the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce to the Bank of 
Montreal. 

which it is deposited are similar in Memo Re Memorial College Trust 
each case. It earns the isame inter·est Account 
no matter in which Bank it may be in. 

The only point I want to make clear 
is as to whether the interest on this 
specific fund, which is in reality a 
Trust Fund for the purpose of which 
it was appropriated, shall be credited 
to the principal Account as formerly 
or be diverted to the Exchequer Ac
count. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd.) F. C. BERTEAU, 
ComptroUer and Auditor General. 

Hon. A. Barnes, B.Sc., Ph.D., 
Colonial Secretary. 

Copy of Minute of Council 
January 27th, 1931. 

Committee of Council had under 
consideration letter from the Auditor 

Deposited in Canadian Bank 
of Commerce ...................... $100,000.00 

Inter·est to Oct. 11, 1930 ...... 558.19 

$10-0,558.19 

PAYMENTS : 
Oct. 1, 1930: A. J. C. Payne, 

travelling expenses visit 
to St. John's, survey and 
rexamination of site and 
making preliminary de-
signs and plans ........... ..... · 797.46 

1930: 

Oct. 13. Balance transferred 
to Bank of Montreal ........ $ 99,760.73 

Dec. 31. Intere·st Bank of 
M·ontreal ............................... 647.75 

$100,408.48 
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1921: 
::.\larch 6th. Paid A. J. C. 

Paine amount on account 
fees for preparation of 
Drawings, Specifications, 
(First installment ............ 2, 753.44 

$ 97,655.04 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
the l\Iinister of Agricluture and l\lines 
the Bill entitled "An Act to Amend 
Chapter 216 of the Consolidated 
Statutes (Third Series) entitled 'Of 
the Employment of Men engaged in 
Logging,' " was read a second time, 
and it was ordered that the said Bill 
be referred to a Committee of the 
\\11lole House presen..tly. 

"\\
7hereupon with unanimous consent 

and on motion of the Minister of Ag
riculture and l\Iines the House resolv
ed itself into a Committee of the 
"\\Tilole to consider the Bill entitled 
"An Act to Amend Chapter 216 of the 
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series) 
entitled 'Of the Employment of :\ien 
Engaged in Loggng.' " 

l\1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\lr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

RT. HON. THE PRIJIE 1'IINISTER 
-l\fr. Chairman, the Hon. member for 
Twillingate, :\Ir. Brown, has offered to 
take charge of this piece of legisla
tion. 

~IR. BROWN-:\1r. Chairman, the 
old logging Bill which passed a:oout 
19 or 20 years ago was quite suitable 
for these days when the men were paid 
a monthly wage by the companies. 
However,· about 1921 conditions be
came so bad that the companies 
changed their system and adopted 
what is known as the sub-con tract 
system. By this they avoided all their 

obligations as far as this Bill was 
concerned from 1921 up to the present 
time. 

In some cases the old arrangement 
of monthly 'vages was kept up but in 
90 out of a 100 the sub-contract sys
tem was adopted. Under this system 
the men are employed directly but get 
together in gangs and cut the wood 
themselves, find for themselves, and in 
return the company paid them accord
ing to the amount of wood they cut. 
In this state of affairs the Old Log
ging Bill was of no effect. 

During 1925 and 1926. this went on 
and I have known men working and 
not making a dollar. They were put on 
land that had been cut before and I've 
known where they worked for 6 or 8 
weeks and afterwards the Government 
had to pass them over the railway 
line. 

In 1925 there was a case where a 
party of seven men worked for six 
months and when the wood was scaled 
and accounts fixed up they found they 
were each three or four dollars in 
debt. They were passed on by the 
Company to the end of the line. Three 
of them belonged to Mr. Puddester's 
district and four of them were from 
~Ir. Halfyar"d's district and they came 
to me to see what I would do for them. 

It is for these and other reasons 
that we have brought in these amend
ments to the Act. 

JIR. EMERSON-Mr. Chairman, 
would the Hon. member for Twil
lingate 'be so kind as to point out what 
particular changes have been made. 

I suggest that the Bill be read a 
second time and after that we go into 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
Bill. 

JIR. PrDDESTER-l\lr. Chairman, I 
take it this Bill is to enable the men 

• 
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to make better wages than at present. 
I don't see how this Bill will do this. 
Of course it giv:es the m,en the option 
of choosing which way they will work. 

This doesn't do away with the sub
contract ·system. I know myself of 
cases where men have worked for 3 
or 4 week-s and maO.e nothing, some
tim·es of course men went out and 
didn't know how to work or wouldn't 
work and you can't blame the com
panies for not paying them. 

1'1R. SCAMJIELL_,Mr. Chairman, I 
don't want to delay the House, and I 
might point out that the main princi
pal amendmeil'ts deal with any changes 
that have hecome necessary since the 
passing of the original Logging Bill. 
There is nothing radical in it; it is 
felt that something should be done 
about giving the men the option of 
the method of em'Ployment, whether 
cub-contract or straight wages, but 
owing to certain circumstances it was 
thought too radical to press for at 
present. 

Mr. Brown, Mr. Strong and Mr. 
Earle have given this Bill their ~ull 

time and attention and we might have 
presented this Bill at the end of last 
season, only in the meantime Dr. 
Tvfosdell was preparing his Public 
Health Bill, and as Section 19 of that 
Bill deals with certain points of this 
Bill, it was thought better to wait and 
see how the former was received. For 
that reason we withheld this Bill. 

This Bill also deals with "driving'' 
and makes certain changes in this 
respect. 

The Minister of Agriculture and 
Mines has appointed certain sworn 
scalers. In the past there has been 
much trouble between the men and 
companies on this point and it is ex
}Jected that the appointment of sworn 
scalers will eliminate this. If there 
are any other points the honorable 

members wish to have explained, Mr. 
Brown or myself will be very pleased 
to do so. 

Regarding -scaling: up to the pres
ent there has been much trouble be
tween company scalers and th e men 
who often claim the scaling it not fair. 
I know of a case that happened in 1926 
where some men cut wood and when 
the time came for scaling ther e was 
no scaler in the neighborhood, and as 
the winter was drawing on, the con
tractor estimated the amount of wood 
and the men were paid accordingly. 
When the spring came and the wood 
was properly scaled, the contractor 
was found to have grossly under
estimated, and in this manner made 
several hundreds of dollars he really 
was not entitled to. If the Bill goes 
through, this condition will be alter
ed. The scalers will be sworn and 
will not be employed by the company; 
they will be appointed by the Minister 
of Agriculture and Mines. 

MR. MOORE.-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to ask the honorable mem
ber if Section B provides protection 
for the men undertaking these sub
contracts? Is the contractor who is 
to deliver the wood protected? I 
think there should be some protection 
for him. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSI TION.-· 
Mr. Chairman, the principle of this 
Bill seems to me to be a good one, 
and I •believe that anything that would 
make conditions better for the loggin g 
men should be introduced. If this 
Bill makes their working condition s 
better and makes the men more con
tented it should and will be supported 
by the members of this side of the 
House. I have heard in certain sec
tions where a cord of wood was being 
based at 142 ft., instead of the stand
ard measurement of 128 ft. This, I 
think, was a gross injustice. 
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JIB. BRO'Y~.-~Ir. Chairman, a 
clause covering this section has now 
been inserted in the Bill. The mem
bHS of the Select Committee dis
cussed this phase last night and un
der the Bill the standard measure
ments of a cord of wood will be 128 
feet. I myself have scaled thousan;1s 

6 nd thousands of cords of wood for 
the International Paper Co., and be
lieve and agree wjth the Leader of 
the Opposition when he states that 
128 cubic feet should be a cord of 
wood. 

In the discussion that arose dur
ing the Se.Ject Committee one of the 
important items was the m1n1mum 
wage that should be paid the men 
working in the logging woods, and we 
agreed that 35c. per hour should be 
the minimum. This work, as you are 
no doubt aware, is particularly dan
gerous work, and we do not think 
that 35c. per hour is too much. As an 
example of the dangers of this work, 
I would like to call your attention to 
a case that happened where a man by 
the name of Kelly, who was working 
with the A.X.D. Co. Ltd., and was one 
of the most competent drivers on the 
river. During the drive this man 
drowned, and he left behind him a 
wife and seven children. Examples 
of this nature may not be common, 
but I just quote it to illustrate the 
conditions that these men work un
der, and to point out that for work
ing under such conditions 35c. per 
hour is only a fair wage and in my 
opinion not too much to be paid the 
men. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
l\Ir. Chairman, when we take into 
consideration the fact that these men 
are in the water practically all day, 
and the laborious and dangerous work 
they have to perform, I certainly do 
not think 35c. per hour is out of the 
way. 

JIR. PUDDESTER.-:\Ir. Chairman, 
I have already expressed my opinion 
regarding this Bill and I certainly do 
not think that 35c. is too much, and 
will support the Bill now before the 
House. 

MR. BRO,YX.-l\'Ir. Chairman, before 
the Committee rises, I would like to 
off er my sincere thanks to the Leader 
of the Opposition, the members on the 
opposite side of the House and the 
members of the Government for their 
help in getting this Act through the 
House. This means a lot to the men 
who have to go into the woods to earn 
a living, and I feel that when they 
hear that something has been done in 
their favor they will be very grateful. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill with some amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Whereupon, with unanimous con
sent, and on motion of the l\liniste.r of 
Agriculture and Mines, the Bill en
titled "An Act to Amend Chapter 216 
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled 'Of the Employment of 
::\fen Engaged in Logging' " was read 
a third time, and passed, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be en
grossed, being entitled as above, and 
that it ·be sent to the Legislative 
Council with a Message requesting the 
concurrence of that body in its pro
visions. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime l\linister, the 
House resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the Whole to consider Cer-
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tain Resolutions respecting the Ex
port of Marine Shells. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\fr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Commit
tee reported that they had considered 
the matter to them referred, had 
passed the said Resolutions with some 
amendment and recommended the in
troduciton of a Bill to give effect to 
the same. 

On motion this report was re
ceived and adopted and the Bill en
titled "An Act Respecting the Export 
of Marine Shells" was introduced and 
read a first time, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be read a second 
time presently. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Respecting the 
Export of Marine Shells" was read a 
second time, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill ·be referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole presently. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime :\finister, the 
House resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the Whole to con~ider the 
Bill entitled "An Act Respecting tthe 
Export of l\.larine Shells.'~ 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had 
l'assed the said Bill with some amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
cf Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Respecting the 
Export of Marine Shells" was read a 
third time and passed, and it was or
dered that the said Bill be engrossed, 
being entitled as above, and that ft 
be sent to the Legislative Council 
with a Message requesting the con
currence of that body in its provi
sions. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Provide a 
National Flag for Newfoundland, and 
Colours to be Worn by Vessels," was 
1 ead a second time, and it was or
dered that the said Bill be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House 
presently. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider the Bill 
entitled "An Act to Provide a Nation
al Flag for Newfoundland, and Colors 
to be Worn by Vessels." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

:Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had 
passed the said Bill with some amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime l\.Iinister. the 
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Bill entitled "An Act to Provide a 
National Flag for Newfoundland, and 
Colors to be Worn by Vessels," was 
read a third time and passed, and it 
was ordered that the said Bill be en
grossed, being entitled as above, and 
that it be sent to the Legislative Coun
cil with a Message requesting the 
concurrence of that 'body in its pro
visions. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the, 
Bill entitled "An Act to Alter the Title 
of the Colonial Secretary," was read 
r-. second time, and it was ordered 
that the said Bill be referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House pres
ently. 

RT. ROX. THE PRDIE MINISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, in moving the sec
ond Reading of this Bill I would 
point out that this is a matter of ab
solutely no importance, except from a 
clerical standpoint: Under this Bill 
the title of the Colonial Secretary 
will be in future "Secretary of State," 
which is the term recogniz.ed in all 
other parts of the British speaking 
world. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the Whole to consider the 
Bill entitled 'An Act to Alter the Title 
( f the Colonial Secretary.'' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\fr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
re·ported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had 
passed the said Bill with some 
amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 

the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Pursuant to ·Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act to Alter the Title 
of the Colonial Secretary" was read 
a third time and passed, and it was 
ordered that the said Bill be engross
ed, being entitled as above, and that 
it be sent to the Legislative Council 
with a l\Iessage requesting the con
currence of that body in its provi
sions. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Relating to Ex
ternal Affairs," was read a second 
ti.me, and it was ordered that the said 
Bill be referred to a Committee of 
the "\Vhole House presently. 

RT. ROX. THE PRDIE JllNISTER 
-::\Ir. Speaker, whilst this matter 
5.s formal, it is really of some value. 
We have never had in Newfoundland 
any effort made whatever 
the preserving of pa'Pers on 

towards 
Inter-

national Treaties, Imperial papers, 
Dominion papers and satistics of im
portant research of other sections of 
the Empire. In this country today 
that matter is being handled partly 
by the Colonial Secretary's Office and 
partly by the Prime Minister's Office. 
Really, it is being done by Mr. Carew, 
Secretary to the Prime Minister, who 
has been collecting these things to
gether. It is most important to have 
some responsible department in this 
connection, not a paid department be
yond the scope of necessities of the 
ordinary departmental office, but as 
creating the Prime Minister officially 
to be in charge of external affairs, 
just as the practice it in all other 
parts of thte Empire. My intention 
was to have Mr. Dunfield, the Acting 
Deputy Minister of Justice, incur the 
expense of a filing cabinet for this 
purpose. A large quantity of import-
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ant papers concerning Treaty ques
tions with the United States and li
censes and regulations of the Govern
ment service, such as the Marine and 
Fisheries Department and the Fin
ance and Customs Department, should 
be got together, so that any Govern
ment may at any time have access to 
the files to get what may be thought 
to be of any use. It is work that 
really ought to be done. 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of the Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, 
the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
the Bill entitled "An Act Relating to 
External Affairs." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\fr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Bill with some amend
ment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be read a third time 
presently. 

Pursuant to Order. and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
Bill entitled "An Act Relating to Ex
ternal Affairs» was read a third time 
and passed, and it was ordered that 
the said Bill be engrossed, being en
titled as above, and that it be sent to 
the Legislative Council with a l\Iesisage 
requesting the concurrence of that 
body in its provisions. 

Pursuant to order · and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the Ad
dress to His Majesty the King wais 
read a second time. 

JIR. EJIERSOX.-Mr. Speaker, I 
think in connection 'vith a matter of 
this kind which deals with the rela
tionship between ourselves and Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, ft 
would ·be a pity if we had a serious 
debate which would call for a 'division 
of the House, and I was very much 
pleased when the Prime Minister in
c1icated that he would consider an 
amendment to the Address to the 
King which was before the House. I 
spent some time with the Acting 
Deputy Minister of Justice, and as a 
result we agreed-I am speaking now 
personally-we agreed that the con
tentions which I intended to put for
ward personally before the House 
would be met by this amendment. In 
effect it means that the Statute of 
Westminster would come into effect 
when we decide to bring it into effect. 

I think the Prime Minister agrees 
with that and it leaves it to our pro
vince from time to time to bring in 
laws which will bring in the Statute 
either in part or in whole from time 
to time as we think it advisable, and 
I suggest that that is a very reason
able amendment. It is one that was 
considered by the New Zealand re
T'resentatives at the Conference. Th e 
Prime Minister this afternoon intro
duced an amendment which, I think, 
he had drafted wit'h the Acting 
Deputy of Justice, and when Mr. Dun
field met him this afternoon I made 
some amendments to that amend
ment, but we both agreed that this 
provision that was considered at the 
Conference. I think, was better than 
either of the two in connection with 
the amendment, and I have much 
pleasure in seconding the motion fo r 
passing the resolution of which this 
amendment was made part. 

RT. HOY. THE PRIME JIIlISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, following the con
sidered suggestion of Mr. Emerson; 
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he h3.S suzgested to make an amend
ment, or I have, whichever way he 
chooses to put it, but the inclusion 
in these resolutions of a provision 
which was agreed upon in connectio..!l 
with New Zealand. 

(Reads) 

I understand these words which 

8re before me were copied verbatim 
from the 1931 report which we have 
before us; it will be found on page 21 
of the Summary Proceedings of the 
Imperial Conference, 1930. If by the 
adoption of that section we could pass 
this unanimously, it would certainly 
have my sup·port. 

RT. BOX. THE PRillE MIXISTER. 
-Mr. Speaker, I substitute this 
amendment for the one I first made. 
That will be inserted as the very last 
thing in the Bill before the words 
"All of which we. humbly pray." 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider an Address 
to the King. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

l\fr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, and had 
passed the said Resolutions with some 
amendment. 

On motion this report was received 
and adopted and U was ordered that 
the said Resolutions be sent to the 
Legislative Council with a Message 
requesting the concurrence of that 
body in its provisions. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he - had received a message 
from the Legislative Council acquaint-

ing the House of Assembly that they 
have passed the Bills sent up en
titled respectively: 

"An Act Respecting a Reduction in 
the Public Expen:diture for the Fis
cal Year 1931-32"; "An Act Respecting 
Certain Retiring Allowances"; "An 
Act Further to Amend the Revenue 
Act, 1925"; and "An Act for Gr.anting 
to His Majesty Certain Sums of Money 
for Defraying Certain Expenses of the 
Public Service for the Financial 
Years ending the 30th day of June, 
1931, and the 30th day of June, 1932, 
and for other Purposes relating to 
the Public Service," without amend
ment. 

Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill 
entitled "An .Act for the Closinig of 
Shons within ithe Electoral District of 
St. John's (City) East and West" was 
read a second time. 

HO:N. MTh'ISTER FI:NA.NCE Al\J) 
CUSTO)[S-Mr. Speaker, I rise for 
the purpose in this instanoo of mov
ing that this Order 'be stricken off 
the Order Paper. This is a very con
tentious matter, Mr. Speakoer. A Select 
Committee of this House have been 
sit:ting for two or three weeks trying 
as best they cou!d to make a friendly 
arrangement between the clerks who 
work in the stores on Water Street 
and those wh-0 are inter,ested in small 
stores in other sections of the city. 
The object of the Bill, if it went 
throug1h as it is now, would be to put 
a lot of small ·people of out business, 
and I hold, Mr. Speaker, that this 
Bouse, in my opinion at any rate, is 
nat the proper place to discuss this 
matter. If this thing wants tQ be 
'brought into effect I hold that it is a 
matter entirely for the Municipal 
Council, because as I look at it, we 
ar·e legislating to keep some people 
from work. If we pass this Bill to-day 
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we legislate for people to close their 
stores at 7 or 8 o'clock or whatever 
lb.our it may be, who may want to keep 
them open and work themselves in the 
evening. That is, in my opinion, le
gislating to encourage people who are 
anxious to work to try and make a 
living, not to work. On the other hand 
if we pass this Bill that is before us 
now we deprive a considerable bulk 
of the people of St. John's who are 
operating small stores and making a 
living out of them, we put them out 
of business because a lot of their 
business is done in the night after 
the large wholesale stores are closed. 

On the other hana it may be argued 
that the clerks working in these stores 
on Water Street, or the large store.s, 
who are behind this Bill, are part of 
the working people of the country, 
which they are, and if we don't pass 
it, that the people who own these 
shops will keep them wo1 king as long 
as they like at night. That is another 
argument. Going back to my original 
statement and that is this: I consider 
that this House is not the place to 
make these rules and regulations; 
that it is either up to the storekeepers 
themselves who have an Association, 
or it is a matter entirely for the 
:Municipal Council. Therefore I move 
that tliis Order be stricken off the 
Order Paper if I can get a seconder. 

HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER--I am 
not sure that a motion to strike off 
the Order Paper has to be unanimous. 
I will have to look that up. 

MR. EMERSON-Mr. Speaker, I 
think I can relieve you from the ob
ligation; it does not matter whether 
the motion has to be unanimous or 
not. I am going to vote against it. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE .MINISTER 
- :\Ir. Speaker, has to rule first as to 
whether this is a thing that has to 

be unanimously adopted before bein 
consider:ed, or whether it has to i! 
passed by a majority vote. 

llIR. BINDON-:Mr. Speaker, I have 
much pleasure in seconaing the motion 
moved by the Hon. Minister of Fin
ance and Customs, and in doing 80 I 
think, Sir, that this is a most drastic 

' a most unfair and possibly the most 
serious piece of legislation that has 
been put before the Legislature. 

MR. EJIERSON-Mr. Speaker, may 
I ask whether the Hon. member has 
a personal interest? 

MR. BIXDON-I have. 

MR. ElIERSON-Mr. Speaker, then 
he has no right to speak. 

MR. BINDON-Mr. Speaker, in 
seconding this motion I'll be frank, I 
think this Bill is unfair. It is drastic, 
it is legislating to put people out of 
business and I'm going to protest 
against it to the best of my ability. 

There seems to be a feeling pre
valent in this city today that the small 
man should not be allowed to do bus
iness, and this isn't fair. 

If I may quote as an example of 
this an incident that happenea in this 
House last night; I refer to the 
Standardization of Fish Bill. This Bill 
has the effect of putting the small 
exporter of fish out of business. The 
Hon. member for Placentia West, l\Ir. 
l\iurphy, moved an amendment to this 
Bill; Sir Wm. Coaker replying stated 
that one of the most successful ex
porters we have is Sir John Crosbie, 
:t>ecau<Se he gives no supplies and is 
not vitally interested in the industry, 
therefore he is in a position to buy 
and sell as he sees fit. This Bill does 
not debar Sir John Crosbie, but it 
does debar Leo 1\furphy. Why is this? 
Leo Murphy has just as much experi-
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ence, he has just as much brains; the 
only difference .is that perhaps he 
hasn't as much m·oney as Sir John 
Crosbie. He exports every year from 
1,000 to 2,000 quintals. Perhaps every 
year Sir John Crosbie exports 10,000 
quintals. 

I think that I have as much right to 
do business in thi-s city as anyone 
els.e, an'd when just at present the 
prevailing conditions of trad·e are so 
bad fuat shopkeepers are at their wits 
end to know how to make both ends 
meet. I don~t think it's fair that be
cause a man has started out in bus
iness and overcome iby hard work, 
the obstacles that have presented 
themselves that legislation should be 
passed to prevent them from doing 
business. 

We're not all f<mtunate enough to 
be born wealthy. Some of us can't 
get a college education or go to the 
university or start out in an already 
well established busines·s, we have to 
work and strive to get on and if I 
have enough ambition ito try and make 
a living for mys·elf so as to educate 
my children, and I hope they won't 
have to struggle as I have, I don't see 
why anyone should try and prevent 
me from doing so. I don't think I'm 
a menace, if I am by all means shut 
me up, if I'm not, then I don't think 
it is British fair play to prevent me 
from doing business in a legitimate 
way. If this Bill goes through there 
will be more insolvencies in the next 
two years than we've had in the past 
ten·. 

I remember the year after the war 
when prices dropped in the dry goods 
trade in some caseE; as much as 50 
per cent, and I was caught, with lots 
of otlhers, with goods bought when the 
prices were sky-high. I could have 
done what others did- compromise 
with my creditors-yes, I might have 

paid 10 per cent and my creditors 
would have been quite willing ·to ac
cept it. But I didn't, fought along and 
worked hard and succeeded. This Bill 
isn't for the protection of the clerks; 
there's no clause to that effect in it. 
If an outport buyer comes to town 
and buys from one of the big stores 
som•e thousand dollars worth of goods 
the clerks can pe ordered back every 
night the owner of that store s·ees fit 
to pack those goods, but if the same 
man gets his feet wet I can't open 
my storie after rsix o'clock to sell him 
a pair of socks. It isn't fair, we tried 
in every way to meet the clerks half
way, we offered to close on holidays 
and half-holidays, to close three nights 
a week, we did all in our power, but 
they wouldn't listen to us, they 
had canvassed the members of this 
House and there was enough of them 
on their side to outvote us! 

The..se grocers must exist as best 
they can. The bulk of their business 
-is done in the night time and I think 
that you should consider th1e great 
number ·Of clerks ,in the small istor,es. 
This is class legislation, it is unfair, 
it is wrong. Why should anyone inter
fere with m.e in the carryij.ng on of my 
business unle~s I am a menace to the 
comm unit~? 

l\1r. Speaker, I have much pleasure 
in seconding this resolution. 

HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER-I 
find rthat in l\iay's Parliamentary 
Practise, pag·e 273, that this motion 
was made by the Prime Minister and 
the motion to withdraw mu~t be made 
by •the Prime Minister and Mr. Bindon 
is out of or'der. 

HON. JIINISTER FIX!NCE .A.ND 
CUSTOJIS-1\Ir. Speak·er, I move an 
amendment to this motion. I move that 
this be given a six months hoist. 
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MR. PlillDESTER-l\1r. Speaker, it 
has been read twice already. 

HON. MINISTER FINANCE A..-XD 
CUSTOMS-1\lr. Speaker, I am pn~par
ed to stay here six months before I 
see this pass. I move that this House 
go into Committee of ithe Whole on 
this motion six months hence. I listen
ed to Mr. Bindon and I have come to 
the conclusion that this Bill is not in 
the interests of ·the cl~rks. This Bill 
is brought in here tr., put the sma'tl 
shopkeepers out of business. This Hill 
was introduced so th:1t the large 
merchants may get control of the bns
iness on Water St~·fet. I contend that 
we are not here to pass legislation 
along these lines. We had a simila1· 
incident last night in the Bill for the 
exportation of salt fish. I contend t!int 
this legislation is vicious. The clerks 
on Water Street are being ured by ~he 
merchants. I want to see fair play 
and I don't think that this Bill is gJ
ing to ensure that and if I am vo .. Pd 

down and it goes through Committe~ 
and we are supposed to close tom0r · 
row, I am prepared to tight t.hh3 for 
six month~. This ·~1as originated in 
vicious minds in ordJ:t to get control 
of business so t'b.t th:.~ might enrkh 
themselves. Take the poorP.r classe:-;, 
the men who are "7•J:1d1 1~ on t11r

docks, on the wharves, -etc., they "nrk 
ten hours a day and when they <:ome 
off work they cannot get a pound of 
tea because the merchants p.a 7e cosed 
up the shops. That is not British fair 
play, that is class legislation of ~'he 

most vicious kind. I held up this 
House before for six hours and I'll 
hold it up again for twenty six hours 
if necessary. Just because some poor 
unfortunate is trying to make a living 
they try to shut him up. Why not 
Bindon, why not Murphy, or Mike 
O'Brien on :Middle Street. ·why should 

they not be allowed to go to work, 

when the Water Street merchants are 

too lazy to go to work themselves and 
now they are trying to put these men 
who do out of business. 

This is the most peculiar Bill I ever 
saw, this is trying to keep men from 
going to work. I say to the outport 
members that anything that we do 
here effects the whole country. If a 
man in Port Union or Bay Roberts 
wanted to close up the stores what 
would happen? We have to consider 
the general welfare of the country 
and I consider this an imp-ertinence 
and I say to the clerks that they have 
been used arid they will find that out 
within twenty four hours after the 
passing of this Bill. Look at the Fall 
trade, a mian buys a lot of stuff, say 
at Bowrings, and it not able to be 
all packed in the day, the clerks will 
have to go back and pack it in the 
night. I say that this is vicious Iegif.s
la tion and I never made that state
ment before with such enthusiasm and 
sinc-erity as I make it now. If I am 
voted down I am prepared to stay here 
six months before I will allow this 
Bill to pass. 

MR. STRONG-Mr. Speaker, I agree 
in part with the remarks of Mr. Bin
don and the l\linister of Finance re
garding this question. I see no reason 
why as an outport man and a.s an 
outport member I should come to St. 
John's and assist in legislation to put 
men out of business in that locality. I 
look on St. John's the same as I look 
on Little Bay Islands. If we wanted 
to close the stores there at 6 o'clock 
we would get together and decide 
whether we would close or not and 
I think that the business men in St. 
John's should do the same. I think 
that this should not come before this 
House, I rthink that this is a matter 
for the :Municipal Council. I must ad
mit that I am in sympathy with the 
clerks of the city. I was talking to 
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on·e of them this morning and he was 
telling me that they were threatened 
with no holidays if the shops did not 
close. 

To my mind this is a very good idea 
of the sentiment behind this Bill. I 
believe in fair play. In Little Bay 
Islands we are always kept fairly 
busy and sometimes we keep open in 
the nights after six o'clock, we don't 
kick, they are welcome to make a 
living if they want to do so, we never 
brought in a Bill to prevent them from· 
so doing. I consider it just as reason
able for Sir William Coaker to pro
pose that the smaller shopkeepers at 
Port Union be closed after six o'clock 
and I have much pleasure in second
ing the motion of the l\finister of Fin
ance. 

HOX. LEA.DER OF OPPOSITION.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to know if 
Mr. Bindon, in his remark, was speak
ing as the representative of St. Mary's 
District or a St. Joh n's District. It 

seemed to me that he was not consid
ering the Bill in general but his own 
interests in particular. During the 
meetings that were held by the two 
different sides who were interested in 
this Bill it was decided .that the clos
ing of shops would be allowed with 
the exception of certain stipulated 
times beginning in December and go
ing on until after the Christmas trade. 
It was thought that this would be un
fair to the owners of the Middle St. 
shops and they were to be allowed 
to open on the three nights a week, 
Tuesdays, Friday<S and Saturdays. 
seemed to me to be reasonable. 

If the larger shops on Water St. 
were to keep open it would mean that 
young girls and young men would be 
working for fourteen hours a day. 
When the Hon. member saJid that we 
had been hounded into advocating 
this Bill it was too absurd and as I 

said before I think that if the Middle 
Street men can keep their shops open 
Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 
which in my opinion are ideal nights, 
then they should be satisfied. 

HON. DR. CA3IPBELL-Mr. Speak
er in regard to what Mr. Bindon said 
it was not only the small shopkeepers 
who disapprove. As you will remember 
the ·day the Committee met to discuss 
this Bill in the :Members Room and 
they were there for two hours or more 
and could not seem to make any sug
gestion that would be suitable for both 
sides. In fact they agreed to nothing. 

~IR. BYR~E-Mr. Speaker, I want . 
to place myself on record as associat
ing myself with what the clerks in the 
store are looking for. This petition 
for the closing hours has been signed 
by twelve hundred wage earners and 
so far there has been nothing said 
that could be used as an argument 
against the petition. True one small 
storekeeper has spoken against it, but 
that is not so with others, they do not 
say they cannot live if the stores are 
not opened in the night time and 
when we consider that the small 
stores of both Water Street and Mid
dle Street are to be allowed open for 
three nights a week I do not think 
that there is anything unfair in this 
treatment. I mytSelf thought that it 
should have been done many years 
ago. 

l"IR. EMERSON-Mr. Speaker, I did 
not speak on this Bill previously but 
I hope to when it went into Committee 
stage. I had hoped that .the principle 
of the Bill would have been accepted 
by the House and then we would be 
able to make some small but neces
sary amendments, but now the ques
tion before us is whether the House 
is going to receive and accept the 
principle of this Bill. If it comes down 
to discussion what parts of the Bill 
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can be amended and can we do that 
until this Bill goes into Committee 
stage or until the principle has been 
accepted by the House. Nobody spoke 
against this Bill previously to this and 
I cannot see why the House cannot 
~eceive it. It is true that the ::\Iinister 
of Finance and Customs spoke from 
the floor in a great heat and called 
this class legislation ·but I want to 
point out to the House that every Bill 
that pasess through this Hou.se is 
class legislation of one sort or an
other. For example, if a Bill is passed 
against larceny it is class legislation 
against thieves, and all that flap 
doodle that has been spoken about as 
class legislation is nothing but utter 
twaddle. 

I can see no argument, or cannot . 
understand why the Minister says that 
the Bill was fostered for the benefit 
of half a dozen merchants on Water 
Street, if, as it was said, the clerks 
might still have to go back in the 
night to pack goods during the busy 
season they will not be any worse off 
than they were before. Things of this 
nature are bound to happen in every 
business. I, myself, have spoken to 
and been spoken to by many clerks, 
and the first question that was brought 
11 p was whether or not the employers 
were interested in this Bill or if they 
had signed a petition. In every case 
I was told "Xo." I believe that half 
the trouble is that the Select Com
mittee w~s so bombarded by question~ 
from both sides that they really did 
not have the time to consider the 
Bill. There was quite a number of 
people that I knew were opposed to 
the Bill. but when they had received 
a full explanation of it they could see 
nothing wrong with the Bill. When 
the Bill was first introduced the 
Prime Minister sent me a copy of it 
and in the draft copy I found many 
defects. I discussed this with several 

small shopkeepers who were clients of 
mine, and on their suggestion made 
many slight alterations, but all of 
them were only of minor importance. 
The position is this: the Prime Min
ister gave me a copy of the Bill before 
the House opened; the small shop
keepers objected to the Bill until cer
tain alterations had been made which 
were suggested by them; after these 
had been made they were satisfied. 

. 
Mr. Sneaker, what I want to 

say is, the matter ought not be 
considered as a party measure. 
l\ly honorable friend has just pro
posed an amendment which I am not 
sure I altogether agree to. The 
question seems to be causing a lot of 
acrimonv and heat and I think it ought 
be considered solely on its merits. 

JJON. lfl:\'"ISTER FINANCE AXD 
CUSTOMS.-:\lr. Speaker, I still think 
that this measure was inspired by the 
big fellow to put down the little fel
low. I said before that I was pre
pared to fight it for six weeks if ne
cessary. as it was then, and I still say 
so. 

It was moved and seconded that 
when the House rises it adjourn until 
tomorrow afternon at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

THLRSDAY, Jlay 14th, 1931. 

The House met at three of the clock 
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

)IR. QCTXTO~-Mr. Speaker, I beg 
leave to present a petition from the 
residents of Jamestown in the Dis
trict of Bonavista South asking for a 
sum of money to repair the road from 
:\fiddle Brook to the Railway Station. 
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This road is the only means the people 
from these three or four sections have 
of getting themselves and their goods 
to and from the rail way station, and 
is therefore of great importance to 
them. This road, should for obvious 
economic reasons be repaired in an 
efficient manner and no trivial sum 
will be of any practical use. I beg 

this matter be ref erred to the Depart
ment to which it belongs, the Depart
ment of Public Works, and trust it 
will be in due course be ref erred to 
the Highroads Commission. 

JIR. BR01fN-Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to give my hearty support to the 
petition just presented by my friend 
Mr. Quinton. 

RT. HO:Y. THE PRDIE iUilISTER-Mr. Speaker, some time ago the Hon. 
Member for Bonavista South, Mr. Quinton, asked a lengthy and complicated 
question concerning educational returns. I have secured from the Secretary 
of the Council of Higher Education and from the Educational Superintendents 
of the several Religious Denominations the detailed data sought and I have 
much pleasure in giving the following information: 

(COPY) 
Superintendent of Education, 

(Catholic Schools), 
St. John's, Nfid., April 28th, 193L 

The Right Hon. Sir R. A. Squires, K.C.M.G., K.C., LL.B., P.C., 
President Bureau of Education. 

Dear Sir Richard: 
With reference to the question asked by Mr. Quinton concerning certain 

educational statistics I beg to submit the following information: 

1. SALARIES: The following table sets forth the highest, lowest and 
average salaries of Roman Catholic teachers for the year 1919-19 2(): 

Grades: Associate First Second Third 0 
Sex: M F M F M F M F M F 

Highest Salary ................ 1353 5,g4 980 678 722 565 593 492 305 210 
Lowest Salary .................. 574 417 446 340 416 267 248 236 180 120 
Average Salary ................ 1076 532 779 507 502 377 404 312 200 173 

The above table includes secular teachers only. As you are aware, many 
of our schools both in the city and throughout the country are staffed by re
ligious who live in community and do not receive individual salaries. If these 
were included the average salary would be much lower than shown above. 

The highest, lowest and average salaries for the year 1929-1930 are given in 
the following table: 

Grades Associate First Second Third 0 
Sex: M F M F M F M F M F 

Highest Salary ................ 12~3 768 1205, 1001 920 728 584 517 200 210 
Lowest Salary .................. 738 510 600 456 628 205 300 216 120 110 
Average Salary ................ 1044 629 853 558 729 431 411 339 133 142 

We have not given the figures for the nine intervening years as it would 
take considerable time and difficulty to compile same. It may be observed, 
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however, that since the 40 per cent. increase in Augmentation made in 19 
salaries remained practically at the same figure for those years. 

2. THE ~DIBER OF SCHOOLS IN OPERATION for the past ten years 
set forth in the following table: 

Year 

1920-1921 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1924 
1924-1925 
1925-1926 
1926-1927 
1927-1928 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 

No. of 
Schools 

321 
323 
325 
326 
329 
329 
330 
335 
335 
337 

No. of School 
Departments 

468 
471 
472 
472 
477 
477 
480 
481 
482 
485 

We have not been tabulating in our school statistics the number of halfJ 
three quarter and quarter year schools. It may be stated that in the past ten 
years the average number of half year schools would be approximately 
twenty-five. 

3 •. The following table, giving the number of teachers who have retired 
from the profession during the last ten years, is based on statistics kept, 
connection with the Teachers' Pension Fund, and as ungraded teachers ar 
not members of this fund, we have no record concerning their retirement. 

A.A. First Second Third 
Date Grade Grade Grade Grade Total 

1920-1921 ........................................ 2 4 8 17 31 
1921-1922 ........................................ 3 2 9 16 30 
1922-1923 ........................................ 2 7 4 15 28 
1923-1924 ........................................ 2 4 3 22 31 
1924-1925 ........................................ 0 5 7 27 39 
1925-1926 ........................................ 4 3 8 21 36 
1926-1927 ........................................ 5 4· 11 23 43 
1927-1928 ........................................ 7 4 12 17 40 
1928-1929 ........................................ 2 5 15 14 36 
1929-1930 ........................................ 6 9 10 23 48 

Total .................................... 33 47 87 195 362 

Yours faithfully, 

R. K. KENNEDY, 
Supt. Education, R.C. 
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(COPY) 

Superintendent of Education, 
CC'nited Church), 
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St. John's, April 28th, 1931. 

The Right Hon. Sir R. A. Squires, K.C.M.G., K.C., LL.B., P.C., 
President Bureau of Education. 

Dear Mr. President: 
· In connection with Mr. Quinton's questions seeking certain Educational 

Statistics, I beg to submit the following figures:-

L SALARIES: The highest, lowest and average salaries paid graded 
teachers of Public Schools under "Gnited Church Boards for the year 1919-20 are 
set out in the following table: 

A. A. and First Grade Second Grade Third Grade 
Male Female Male Female l\Iale Female 

Highest Salary ............ $1864 $1119 $659 $716 $423 $500 
Lowest Salary ............ 571 371 484 346 352 283 
AYerage Salary .......... 960 626 575 456 393 383 

The highest, lowest and average salaries paid graded teachers of Public 
Schools under United Church Boards for 1929-30 are set out in the following 
table:-

A. A. Grade First Grade Second Grade Third Grade 
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Highest Salary .......... $2196 $1142 $1532 $1557 $735 $1146 $464 $650 
Lowest Salary ............ 780 620 600 468 500 296 320 200 
Average Salary .......... 1173 829 803 662 579 489 379 385 

To give the list covering the ten years in question would involve much 
time and labour, but if found really essential I will be glad to furnish the in
formation as quickly as conditions of our office will allow. 

The average of salaries changes very little from year to year. 

We have no tabulated record of salaries paid to ungraded teachers, as they 
are usually employed for part of year only. 

2. THE NDIBER OF SCHOOLS IN OPERATIOX under United Church 
Boards for varying periods since 1921 is set out in the following table:-

1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 

Full year schools 299 305 304 324 347 355 361 379 380 408 
% year schools .... 21 20 25 27 18 19 26 10 24 17 
~ year schools .... 65 68 66 47 49 47 47 40 37 35 
IA year schools .... 20 14 21 14 12 11 11 10 9 6 

405 407 416 412 426 432 445 439 450 466 

3. We have no record of the retirement of ungraded teachers. 
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The following table shows the number of United Church teachers who have 
withdrawn for the past ten years:-

Grade Grade Grade Grade 
A.A. First Second Third Total 

1920-21 ...................................................... 15 11 14 12 52 
1921-22 ...................................................... 13 4 17 22 56 
1922-23 ...................................................... 17 12 17 24 70 
1923-24 ...................................................... 18 18 16 9 61 
1924-25 ...................................................... 12 13 19 18 62 
1925-26 ...................................................... 13 14 24 16 67 
1926-27 ...................................................... 19 16 22 19 76 
1927-28 ...................................................... 72 
1928-29 ................. ····························· ........ 13 11 35 15 74 
1929-30 ...................................................... 14 15 23 15 67 

656 

Of those recorded as withdrawing from year to year about 20% re-enter the 
service after an absence of a year and over. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. LODGE, 
Ass't. Sup't. of Education, (U.C.) 

(COPY) 

Department of Education, 

(Church of England), 

St. John's, Nfid., 

April 28th, 1931. 

The Right Hon. Sir R. A. Squires, K.C.M.G., K.C., LL.B., P.C., 
President Bureau of Education. 

My Dear President: 

In relation to Mr. Quinton's question seeking certain educational statistics 
I beg to supply you with the following information: 

1. SALARIES: The highest, lowest and average salaries for the year 1919 
to 1920 are set out in the following table (Church of England teachers only): 

Grades: Associate First Second Third 0 
Sex: M F M F M F M F M F 

Highest Salary ................ 1332 321 1913 852 932 655 663 667 510 300 
Lowest Salary .................. 811 600 672 433 310 237 266 189 183 100 
Average Salary ................ 1071 695 1023 653 672 466 481 364 328 209 

The highest, lowest and average salaries for the year 1929 to 1930 are set 
out in the following table: 
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Grades: B"niversity Associate First Second Third 0 

sex: M F 1\1 F M F ::.\f F M F M F 

IIighest Salary .. 2400 782 1536 1632 1202 1137 1047 786 545 480 405 339 
Lowest Salary .. 1045 782 849 852 611 526 412 350 20-0 227 160 100 

Average Salary 1437 782 1155 1045 839 725 670 495 419 359 295 213 

It will take a good deal of time to supply the figures for the nine intervening 
years, but it can be stated that there has been no material change in the teach
ers' salaries during these ten years. If there has been any tendency at all it 
has been towards a very slight decrease. If the information for the interv-ening 
years is indispensable then I shall be glad to compile it as rapidly as the cir
cumstances of my office will permit. 

2. THE :Xl;JIBER OF SCHOOLS Il OPERATIOX under the Church of 
England Boards for varying periods for the last ten years is set out in the fol
lowing table: -

1920-1921 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1924 
1924-1925 
1925-1926 
1926-1927 
1927-1928 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 

Full Year 

303 
317 
326 
327 
342 
364 
358 
366 
381 
417 

% Year 

38 
41 
25 
30 
28 
25 
28 
28 
19 
25 

1h Year 

58 
61 
62 
62 
73 
54 
62 
65 
67 
48 

lAf, Year 

32 
30 
35 
26 
13 
14 
33 
28 
21 
21 

Total 

431 
449 
448 
445 
456 
457 
481 
487 
488 
511 

3. We have no record of the retirement of ungraded teachers. The follow
ing table gives the number of Church of England teachers who have withdrawn 
from the profession during the last ten years: 

First Second Third 
Date U. Grade A. Grade Grade Grade Grade Total 

1920-1921 .......................... 2 4 11 19 36 
1921-1922 ........................ 6 5 13 20 44 
1922-1923 ........................ 2 8 14 24 
1923-1924 ........................ 3 5 5 34 47 
1924-1925 ........................ 3 5 9 36 53 
1925-1926 ........................ 2 1 9 17 29 
1926-1927 ........................ 2 5 15 35 57 
1927-1928 ························ 3 2 15 23 43 
1928-1929 ........................ 2 2 17 21 42 
1929-1930 ........................ 3 4 5 14 22 48 

3 27 36 116 241 423 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) W. W. BLACKALL, 
Supt. Education, (C. of E.) 
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Rates of Salaries Paid to Sah·ation Army Teachers for Year Ended 
June 30th, 1919'. 

Associate 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade Ungraded 
M F M F M F M F M F 

Highest Salary ................ 523 389 384 416 349 395 290 305 274 
Lowest Salary .................. 203 196 340 285 157 144 158 81 
Average Salary ................ 523 362 350 349 305 253 235 163 157 

1930 
Associate 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade Ungraded 

lVI F M F M F M F l\i 
l!ighest Salary ................ 1270 688 856 624 598 462 585 320 
Lowest Salary .................. 1270 688 656 440 320 372 272 150 
Average Salary ................ 1270 688 750 590 550 420 398 250 

Number Of Schools In Operation During Year Ended June 30th, 1919. 

Full Year ............... ... ........ ....... .... ................................. .. ... .. .... ......... 40 
% Year .............................................................................................. 10 
1;2 Year .............................................................................................. 4 
~ Year .............................................................................................. 4 

Total ...................................................... 58 

For Year Ended June 30th, 1929. 
Full Year .......................................................................................... 73 
% Year ............................................................................................ 4 
;.2 Year .............................................................................................. 4 
14 Year ....................................... ....................................................... 2 

83 

For Year Ended June 30th, 1930. 
Full Year .......................................................................................... 71 
% Year .............................................................................................. 5 
;.2 Year ..................................................... H...... .............. ............ ....... 5 
~ Year .................................................. .............................................. 1 

82 

Number Of Teachers Who Have Left Profession For Year Ended 
June 30th, 1900. 

MALE FEMALE 

F 
300 
150 
210 

3rd Grade 
2 

Ungraded 
6 

2nd Grade 
3 

3rd Grade 
5 

Ungraded 
9 



:MALE 
3rd Grade 

2 

A. 
1 

A 
1 

A 
1 
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~umb~r LeaTing To Take rp Other "\York. 
FEMALE 

"C"ngraded 2nd Grade 3rd Grade Ungraded 
4 1 3 5 

June 3oth, 1929. 
MALES 

1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade Ungraded 
2 

Xumber LeaYing To Take Up Other 'York. 
1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade Ungraded 

2 

1st Grade 

1 

FEMALES 
2nd Grade 

2 

(COPY) 

3rd Grade Ungraded 
2 

Council of Higher Education, 
St. John's, Newfoundland, 

April 29th, 1931. 

Dr. V. P. Burke, M.A., B.Sc., 0.B.E., 
Secretary for Education, 

Militia Building, City. 

Dear Sir, 
I beg to submit the number of candidates who entered and sat for the 

C.H.E. Examinations for the years 1919 to 1930, inclusive, together with the 
number of passes in each year. 

Year 

1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

Entered 

3107 
3857 
4816 
5231 
5118 
5491 
575.7 
6437 
7021 
7586 
7903 
8126 

Sat 

2858 
3587 
4508 
5054 
4936 
5248 
5538 
6110 
6637 
7181 
7436 
7645 

Passed . 

1770 
2248 
2859 
2639 
3040 
2738 
3490 
3736 
3820 
4343 
3886 
4955 

(Sgd.) M. G. KING, 
Secretary. 
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Pursuant to order and on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the Prime l\linister the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on Bill entitled "An ,Act to 
Regulate -Closing Hours of Shops 
'vithin t-i..,..., Electoral District of St. 
John's (City) East and West." 

:JIR. PlJDDESTER.-:.\.Ir. Speaker, I 
am sorry we have to discuss the 
principle of the Bill which I thought 
we had agreed on at the second read
ing. Regarding the merits or demerits 
of the Bill, I have little to say. I 
think it should be discussed in Com
mittee, and if we cannot make a Bill 
out of it, it can be filed in the re
ports. 

There are 250 small shopkeepers, 
and I would be very sorry to think 
that they should suffer as the result 
of this enactment. I think the Bill 
might be amended so that this hard
ship. if it can be so called, might be 
elmininated. I think the honorable 
member for St. Mary's was mistaken 
when he said the Bill was class legis
lation. There is no favoring anybody, 
it is only to arrange that no one will 
have to 'vork on holidays or half-holi
days. \Ve are merely seeking equal
ity for everyone. I think that we 
should go into Committee and see if 
we cannot make a Bill of this, even if 
certain amendments are necessary. 

JIR. BEXXET.-l\lr. Speaker, I would 
like to associate myself with l\fr. 
Puddestter regarding this Bill. Re
presenting as I do a section of this 
City, I think it is my duty to air my 
views on this matter. I disagree with 
the Hon. Minister of Finance and 
Custom.s This Bill is ba~ked by an 
immense number of clerks who have 
the authority of their employers. I 
think we should go into Committee 
on this Bill with an open mind and 
see what can be done. 

In reading this Bill I find there are 
many points about which I am in the 

dark, and I have no doubt that there 
are many members on both sides of 
tthe House · who feel the same way 
about the Bill as I do. It will only 
be during debate of the full Commit
tee that we will hear the contentiuos 
parts explained. I will particularly 
ask the attention of the outport mem
bers during the discussion of this Bill , 
as it only affects individuals in the 
City of St. John's, and this is all the 
more reason when they are voting on 
the Bill that they give the City people 
a chance. I am not asking them to 
vote in any particular way, but as one 
not interested, I want them to have 
a chance to understand the conten
tious parts of this Bill, and I would 
ask that the Bill go before a Com
mittee of the Whole House for full 
discussion. 

MR. TOBll.-1\Ir. Speaker, I wish 
to associate myself with the other 
members of this House regarding the 
Shop Closing Act. There are, I should 
say, a good many who like myself are 
not fully aware of all the contentious 
matters contained in the Bill. I do 
not think, however, that the motion 
of the :\linister of Finance and Cus
toms to give the Bill a six months 
hoist is a good one. I think that both 
sides of this House should go into 
the Bill, section by section, amend 
the difficult parts and bring in a Bill 
\vhich would be suitable to all. 

MR. QrCTTOX.-1\Ir. Speaker, as far 
as this Bill is concerned, the main 
principle with which I am concerned 
is to protect and help the working 
people who are employed on Water 
Street. I do not agree that this Bill 
bhould be given a six months hoist, 
but think that all the sections should 
be aired before a Committee of the 
\Vhole House. 

JIR. l\TITER.-1\lr. Speaker, I have 
purposely waited before saying any
thing about this Bill in the hope that 
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some member of the other side who 
was opposed to the measure would say 
something in connection with it. but 
it would be unfair if I were to let 
it go without registering my protest. 

I personally don't think that the 
members of either side know much 
about it, and I think it would be very 
regrettable if the Bill does not reach 
the Committee stage. All the infor
mation we received when the Prime 
Minister introduced the measure was 
11e informed us it was a Bill whicti af
fected the closing of the stores. and he 
further said that the Bill was sup
ported by a petition signed by 1.200 
clerks; at the same time, he said he 
bad receiv"ed a counter-petition from 
certain store-owners. 

There was a Select Committee ap
pointed, of which I was a member. 
But before dealing with what the 
Select Committee did in regard to the 
matter. I would like to point out that 
this Bill was solely for the benefit of 
the clerks. Firstly, it relates to the 
closing hours of stores, and secondly, 
to compel certain storekeepers to 
dose on Sundays and half-holidays, 
and also to compel these storekeepers 
to close on regular whole holidays, 
surh as Armistice Day and Empire 
Dav. The clerks in the stores, as pa
triotic citizens, like to celebrate these 
holidays, but unfortunately they are 
prevented from doing so. 

These are the only two objects of 
this Bill, and without giving it any 
consideration, certain members on the 
other side say to turn it down. If 
this is done, I say it will be nothing 
less than criminal. It is unnecessary 
for me to point out to this House the 
work done by the clerks in the stores 
during the four months they work 
tram 8.30 in the morning to 10 o'clock 
at night. Some of these clerks have 
to come from the town extensions to 
work, and from the time they start 

at 8.30 in the morning they work con
tinuously, with the exception of one 
hour for dinner and one hour for tea. 
In other words, they are on their feet 
continually from 8.30 in the morning 
to 10.30 in the night. 

This Bill is brought in simply to 
regulate the closing hours for the 
stores. There is nothing novel about 
this; other countries have these regu
lations and surely we want l'\ewfound
land to be as far advanced as they 
are. Wherever you go you find that 
there ~re certain closing hours for 
shops and I don't see why we can't 
have the same law in this country. 

When the matter came before the 
Select Committee we had a copy of the 
counter-petition which was to a large · 
extent signed by small shop-owners 
and their friends; or in other words, 
the first petition was from the clerks 
and the second petition from the 
storekeepers. Members of the Gov
erenment have said that this is class 
legislation, and that we are trying to 
legislate against the smaller shop
owners. My answer to that is, that we 
are trying to protect the under-dog; 
trying to protect those who are made 
work from 8.30 to 10.00. When at the 
meeting of both parties to the meas
ure, both were represented by coun
sel, the clerks did not produce any 
evidence with the exception of the 
petition. At that meeting everything 
possible was done for a compromise. 
Certain suggestions were offered re
garding the opening of small shops. 
but the small store-owners were ada
mant in that they would hear noth
ing, except having the petition thrown 
out entirely. 

HON. DR. CAJIPBELL.-Mr. Speak
er, at the Select Committee both 
bodies to the petition were represent
E:ed by lawyers, and they were for 
two hours discussing the Bill, but 
neither side would yield. 
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JIR. WIXTER.-Mr. Speaker, the 
c.lerks suggested that certain shops 
should remain open on certain days 
and remain closed on other days, and 
I do not think there is anything dras
tic about the measure. It is surely 
fair to all. 

If all the shops have certain clos
ing hours, I cannot see how they are 
going to lose business. If they all 
close together and all open together 
it should be as fair to one as to the 
other. I greatly admire the man who 
wants to work in order that he ad-

• 
vance himself, but I don't think that 
any man has the right to expect em
ployees to work hours and hours on 
end that the employer might be fur
ther enriched. As I said before, these 
people have some long distances and 
they are standing all day in the shops 
where they are employed. The young 
girls who work in these stores are 
the future mothers of Xewfoundland
ers, and I do not think it right that 
they be allowed to stand from 8.30 in 
the morning until 10 o'clock at night. 
I would particularly ask the honor
able member for Lewisporte to take 
this mater into consideration. 

The honorable mem-ber for St. 
Mary's admitted that he had a per
sonal interest in this Bill and, there
fore, his remarks should be dis
counted. He said that his business is 
at stake; hut how? He didn't say 
how. He says that this legislation 
will put him out of business; but 
how? If all the other shopkeepers are 
closed, how can he be put out of busi
ness? As regards the claim that this 
is class legislation, I think that this 
is rubbish. How does the class ele
ment enter into this Bill? 

With the point raised by the honor
able member for White Bay, I dis
agree, when he claims that outport 
members have no right to vote on this 
matter. We are not here to represent 

certain small districts; we are here 
to protect the general welfare of the 
country. From time to time we have 
to deal with matters of a purely local 
nature; only a few days ago the hon
orable member for Bell Island intro
duced a Bill that only concerned Bell 
Island, but that does not mean that 
we have not the right to consider ft 
or vote on it. If a certain class of 
people petition this House and intro
duce a Bill, I think that it is our duty 
to consider it and vote on it, and ff 
their request is a reasonable one we 
should see they get it. It is unfair 
that at this stage we should peremP
orily give this the six months hoist, 
as suggested by the Hon. :Minister of 
Finance and Customs. 

ROX~ SIR lYILLTA1I COAKER~
l\1r. Speaker, I don't think that it is 
fair that this Committee should. sit 
six months hence, because I regard 
R petition from any body of men to 
be an important matter and a public 
man has to be fair to every interest. 
If we go 1nto Committee on this mo
tion it will show these people that we 
at least are giving it consideration. 
If we do not like the things in the 
Bill we can have them taken out. 
Let the House decide. Let us go in
to Committee and if the amendments 
are unfair, we can but cut them out, 
tiut do not let us shut the door in the 
faces of the men who are asking us 
to help them. I don't think that it is 
f!!ir to close all the stores. but I would 
like to see the petition get some con
sideration. 

ROX. ]IR. LE"lVIS.-1\fr. Sneaker, as 
the honorable member for St. Mary's 
said yesV~rday afternoon, this legi~Ia
tion now before the House is easily 
the most important and most far-
reaching matter that we have had to 
deal with this session. and no matter 
how it is decided one or other sec
tion of the community will be seri-
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ously hampered. I am opposed to this 
Bill on principle; firstly, because this 
legislation is in restraint of trade; 
secondly, because it is class legisla
tion, and thirdly, because under con
clitions today we should be encourag
~ng peop1e to work instead of legislat
ing to put them out of business, and 
there are two hundred and fifty 
small 1shop-keepers involved, and I 
submit that we should not pass legis
lation of this sort that would jeopard
i:-e them in their business. 

l\1r. Bindon yesterday told a story 
of the development of his business 
and he has been criticised on the 
ground•s that he is :personally interest
&d in this Bill. But t.he fact that he 
is a business man does not detract 
from what he said, and when he 
spoke he expressed the sentiments of 
every small shopkeeper in St. John's. 
These meP who come in here and ask 
that this House do not consider this 
Bill are men who have developed 
small businesses through their own 
hard work. Their success has been 
due to the fact that they rolled up 
their sleeves nad dug right in and 
they were not circumscribed by hav
ing their time limited; they hoped 
that they would live and prosper in 
a free country unhampered by legis
lation of this kind. 

This is class legislation, nothing 
more or nothing les·s. It is true that 
the clerks have a grievance; they get 
110 consideration for working over
time; and it is also true that it was 
suggested that they be given over
t:rn~ ~nil a st!:tndard eight-hour day, 
Pnrl it w::is not accepted. There is a 
·'niP.;ger in the wodpile" somewhere, 
::ind it is up to us to see where that 
njgger is. It is the people who are 
willing to work overtime to develop 
their business who are the object of 
this legislation. If they have to live 
in a country where one section is pro-

tected more than another, I think it 
is time for us to haul down the flag. 

In the last few days also we have 
had the same sort of legislation 
brought up and discusssed, class le
gislation along tthe same lines. Why 
tell the man on the back streets that 
he is not to work after certain hours? 
\Vhy tell a man that if he is prepared 
to make sacrifices to build up his 
business, that he is not allowed to do 
so? It's all very well for the big 
fellow. The big fellow doesn't want 
to come back after six. He wants to 
c:rive around in his motor car. If we 
~ i:e going to legislate the small .shop
keeper out of business in St. John's, 
why not let us be consistent and do the 
same all over the· country?. Let the 
Act apply to Port Union and the 
Humber area and all small businesses 
all over the country. "'\Vhy apply it 
only to St. Joh n's? Let it apply to all 
clerks all over the country. Why 
has it to apply to one particular class 
and section? The r·eason is that the 
big man is not prepared to make 
sacrifices and the small man is, and 
the big man now asks for ligislation 
to prevent the small man doing so. 

Mr. Speaker, this House is made up 
largely of outport members. How 
can these m·en consistently vote out 
of business men of the same class as 
themselves. We have business men in 
my own district who don't know day
light frcm dark, and who work every 
:>v<lilable hour and have a hard strug
gle at that to keep their businesses 
going. A great many of these men 
have built up their businesses as a 
result of a life-time effort, and what 
:iustification have we to come along 
Pow and legislate them out of busi
ness. Let me say to the men who on
rose this amendment that the small 
man noesn't makP bjc:; money hPtWt>en 
9 and 6. It is only in the night-time 
that he gets a chance to make his hay, 
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. 
so to speak. If that is so, it's nothing 
less than criminal to try to put this 
man out of business. 

I say this is not the time for legis
lation of this nature. That is why I 
seconded the motion that it be not in
troduced into the Legislature until such 
time as we get an opportunity of find
ing out the viewpoint of everyone con
cerned. At the present time we are 
practically under suuspended rules. I 
say that such a far-reaching measure 
$hould not be brought into this House 
and railroaded through its three 
readings at a time like the present. 

HON. SOLICITOR GEXERAL.-l\1r. 
Speaker, This is a matter which ought 
to be discused absolutely without 
heat. The situation is rather compli
cated. On the one side we have ap.y
where from 1500 to 3000 clerks and on 
the other 250 shopkeepers. As a mat
ter of fact we know that some are in 
favor of it. One then begins to doubt 
the statement that these men will be 
put out of business. Surely these men 
must have considered the effect on 
their own business before making 
their decision. I can't see myself how 
a 44-hour week could be introduced 
when most of these clerks are not 
paid by the day or hour, but by the 
month. These men do work overtime 
at times, but on the other hand they 
get holidays for which their pay is 
carried on, and if they happen to get 
sick their pay is carried on, at least 
for a reasonable time. 

If we start the 44-hour week system 
we are going to upset the whole sys
tem on Water Street, and upset 3000 
clerks. It has been suggested that 
this Bill will prevent small shopkeep
ers from going to work. There is 
no objection whatever to any man 
rolling up his sleeves and going to 
work. The objection is to his rolling 
up someone else's sleeves and making 
them go to work. These 1500 clerks 

who signed the petition have surel 
some rights too, and this is the 
where the majority ought to be con 
sidered. 

As to the matter of three nights 
week. that was a provision which w 
agreed to by the clerks, but it was 
provision which would not be acce 
ed, up to the time I left town, by 
shopkeepers in the back streets , 
it does now seem to me that the cle 
have gone further towards making 
compromise than the shopkeepe 
in the back streets. In conside 
this matter we have to remember 
if the interests of 250 shopkeepers 
affected by this Bill, against that 1 
got to weigh in the balance 3,000 
izens in this town whose interests 
also affected and who do not want 
be deprived of their evenings by 
minority. There is no reason why 
man who wants to go back to w 
in the nights should compel his cle 
to go back too. 

The question for the House to 
c:ide is which class of men is enti 
to the greatest consideration. I su 
mit that we must do the greatest g 
for the greatest number. Surely 
fact that there is a possibility of s 
250 shopkeepers may be to some 
tent affected is not conclusive sa 
faction to this House that the cle 
should not get the 
that they ask for. 

On the motion that 
solve itself into a Committee of 
Whole to consider the Bill entl 
"An Act to Regulate Closing Hours 
Shops within the Electoral Dist 
of St. John's (City) East and W 

It was moved by 
Finance a~d Customs, and secon 
by Hon. l\Ir. Lewis, in amend 
that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the 
Bill this day six months. 
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\\.,.hereupon the House divid·ed and 
there appeared in favor of the amend
ment: :-Hon. 1\Iinister of Finance and 
customs, Hon. :\Ir. Lewis, Hon. Dr. 
Campbell, l\1essrs. Downey, Lake Bin
a.on, Strong, Murphy, Fitzgibbon, 
Hibbs. 

And against it:-The Prime Minis-
- ter, Sir William Coaker, Hon. Leader 

of the Opposition, Mr. Puddester, Hori. 
i\linister Posts and Telegraphs, Mr. 
Emerson, Mr. Tobin, Mr. Quinton, ::\'lr. 
Bennett, Hon. Mr. Bradley, Mr. Byrne, 
l\Ir. Winter, Mr. Scammell, Mr. God
den, Lady Squires, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Winsor, Mr. Greene, Mr. Earle, Hon. 
Dr. Mosdell, Mr. Skeans, Mr. Brown. 

So it passed in the negative. 

Whereupon the original motion 
was put, was passed in the affirma
tive, and was ordered accordingly. 

Whereupon the House resolved it
self into a Committee of the "Whole 
to consider the Bill entitled "An Act 
to Regulate Closing Hours of Shops 
within the Electoral Districts of St. 
John's (City) East and West." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

lIR. EMERSOX.-Mr. Chairman, I 
beg to mov·e an amendment to that 
Section. The amendment will be to 
Sub-section C, and it will be ·by way 
of addition. '>I am sorry that I have 
not go a sufficient number of copies. 
T will read it first, doing it slowly: 

"Or such establishment wherein 
during the hours of closing herein 
provided no employee other than 
the immediate me_mbers of the fam
ily, that is to say, the owner, wife 
or husband and children is em
ployed." 

That will be in addition to the words 
already in Sub-section C. 

(Reads Sub-section C) 

HON. :JI:CTISTER FIXA--.~CE A...~D 
CL'"STO::.U:S.-If I own a shop down on 
\\"ater Street and I live on Waterford 
Bridge Road, can I come down and 
0pen that shop? 

MR. EMERSON.-Mr. Chairman, not 
under this amendment. If help is em
ployed during the day, and you want 
to open the shop at night, you can't 
employ help. 

lIR. FITZGIBBON .-Mr. Chairman, 
I asked that very question of those 
representing the early closing, and I 
was given to understand that I could 
not do that. 

BOX. llllISTER FllANCE AXD 
CUSTOMS.-Would you mind making 
your amendment to cover a man that 
does not live in the shop, then I will 
support it. 

lIR. BEXNETT.-I agree with the 
Minister of Finance and Customs. 

MR. E~IERSOX.-Mr. Chairman, in 
other words, anybody who wants to 
open his store without any employoo 
at all other than his immediate family, 
that is to say, the owner, wife or hus
hand and· children. Is there any 
serious objection to that? 

HON. l1I:INISTER FINANCE A~']) 

CUSTO:MS.--Or two brothers, if they 
own it. 

MR. EJIERSON.-If they own it; 
"The owner, wife or husband and 
children." I will read it: 

(Reads Sub-section C.) 

I suggest the adding of the follow
ing words: 

(Reads proposed amendment) 

SIR W. COAKER.-It does not mat
ter where he resides? 

MR. EMERSON.-Mr. Chairman, it 
does not matter where he resides. It 
was on that basis I spoke the other 
clay. The honorable member for Fer
ryland said it came from Water Street. 
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So far as I am concerned, it only 
comes from the clerks. I am dealing 
Y;"ith it as a clerks' measure. I am 
not interested in it otherwise. If any 
man wants to turn up his shirt 
sleeves and work at night, I don't see 
why I should stop it. On the other 
11and, I think that the Legislature 
might reasonably interfere to stop the 
bringing down of employees. That is 
what I am considering ; it is the 
~winging down of em·ployees after re: 
gular working hours, and it is to limit 
their hours of work. 

HIS HOXOR TIIE SPEAKE~-! 
was going to suggest that there might 
Le other members of the household 
who are not children; why should 
they be prevented? 

JIR. EMERSOX.-Mr. Chairman, you 

have office clerks down at night and 
a shopkeeper not be allowed to have 
office clerks if they haYe to get 
letters off? 

~IR. ElIERSOI\"".-1\Ir. Chairman, l 
don't see why they should not. Under 
this, I take it that any employee can 
be brought back at night provided 
that he or she is a member of the 
family. 

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER.-Mr. 
Chairman, suppose an employer wants 
to bring down his secretary to do 
some work at night, why should he 
not be able to do it? 

JIR. E:~IERSON.-lVIr. Chairman, if 
the shop is not open it does not mat
ter. My honorable friend goes back 
to his office at night; we all have to 

must make a rule and you don't want do it, and have clerks come down; 
to make it too wide. There are a num- . but the office is not open in the 
ber of provisions that you can put in. sense of expecting clients. There is 
The only question is, how far are they nothing to stop anybody on Water 
going to make this Bill complicated? Street either before or after the Act 
This provision of mine is that any- is passed, t_o stop bringing clerks 
body \Yho owns a store, he can live on back to do special work; but the shop 
"'\Vaterford Bridge Rd. and have a store must not be open. 
down in l\1aggotty Cove, and provid-
ed only he and his family work in that ROX. lIR. LEWIS.-l\1r. Chairman, 
store during prohibited hours, then what protection is that to the clerks? 
1 here is no objection. 

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER.-Is 
there any objection to his taking 
down a stenographer to do some 
work at night? · 

~IR. EMERSON.-! presume that my 
·:!.J.onorable friend would treat his sten
ographer as an employee. 

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER.-If a 
shopkeeper cannot take down a stenog
rapher at night-

JIR. EJIERSON.-It all depends up
on the ;definition. I think the word 
"employee" is wide enough. 

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER.-Mr. 
Chairman, why should one be able to 

The employers can bring the clerks 
back every night and not have the 
shops open. 

JIR. E~IERSOY.-Mr. Chairman, 
they have not asked for' that protec
tion; if they want it and want to put 
it in the Bill, well and good. I am 
dealing with the Bill that they pro
posed. You take the stock-takin{? 
period; the clerks come back at night 
and work. I don't suppose there is a 
~ingle business, law or medicine or 
~nything else. where clerks are em
ployed, that there are not periods 
when the employees have to go back 
to work at night. That is bound to 
happen. The clerks have asked for 
this particular protection about the 
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closing of the shops, that is, for busi
ness. I take it, over the counter. 
There are cases where the employer is 
O'oing to say to his clerks "You must 
b 

come back tonight; we have to take 
stnck." That is not in the Bill at all. 

all. 

HO~. SOLICITOR G:ENERAL.-Mr. 
Chairman, there is nothing in this 
Bill to preve1nt every shop on v.rater 
Street from bringing back the clerks 
every night in the year. 

JIB. EJIERSOX.-Mr. Chairman, you 
have got to bear in mind two factors 
in connection with business. One is 
when they are open to the public. 
We lawyers are open to the public; 
coal merchants are open to the pub
lic in the day time. We may have 
additional work to do at night be
cause we are not able to attend to it 
during the day: we will bring our 
clerks back in the night to attend to 
n. That is not dealt with in the Bill. 
The purpose of the Bill is to do away 
with the opening of shops where 
clerks are employed during the night. 

RO~. 1UI~ISTER FINANCE AND 
CL"STOMS.-That is the idea of the 
Bill. 

LADY SQUIRES.-Mr. Chairman, is 
this going to bring aibout protection 
for these women who work night after 
might? Thiat's wha1 I'm here for, to 
protect these people. That is what 
they elected me for. If this does not 
provide protection for these people, 
why call it a Clerks~ Bill? 

HO~. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO~.
Mr. Chairman, when we come to the 
particular section I'm waiting for, I 
have an amendment to suggest. 

(Reads) 

I am going to suggest this amend
ment whereby every shop will close 
from 7 p.m. to 8 a.m. 

MR. ElIERSOS._.Mr. Chairman, the 
amendment we are considering is not 
a matter for party politicis. You se9m 
to forget that this Bill isn't perfect. 
There are two classes of work, I might 
say three-the ordinary work of the 
day, the work in the night-time on 
what might be termed the recognized 
nights for opening, and then there is 
the ·work done after the shops are 
shut in the night and the employees 
are called back to make up work that 
there hasn't been time to do in the 
day, for instance, stock taking. I quite 
~ 2,Tee with the honora.ble member for 
Lewisporte when she says that we 
should try to lessen the working 
hours. 

LADY SQL11RES.-Mr. , 
then we should try and 

Chairman, 
alter the 

number of nights they work from six 
to three. It seems to me that it is 
just as well to have these clerks ser
ving in the stores as to have them 
working behind closed doors. In fact 
it provides some variety, and that is 
surely better than the dreadful, null 
monotony of what might be termed 
the "hous·e-cleaning" of the stores. 

]IR. EME1RSON.-Mr. Chairman, I 
might remind the honorable member 
for Lewisuorte that this keeping the 
fltores open will not avoid this, for 
the work which she terms house
deaning must be done s-0metime. 

MR. EARLE.-Mr. Chairman, I 
think what this Bill really needs is 
an overtime clause, but as yet we do 
not seem to have got far -enough ad
vanced in labor legislation to bring 
this about. Ther€ would be fewer 
stores opened and less clerks brought 
back if we had this clause. This 
could be br·ought about, in my opinion, 
ty an eight-hour day. This does not 
mean that you would work only eight 
hours. Under this system I have 
worked 48 hours. The Bill, as Mr. 
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Emerson has outlined, won't give the 
derks much protection. However, as 
I said before, we don't seem to be 
able as yet to effect any labor legis
lature. but I am glad to think we have 
got as far as we have, and I would 
like to repeat that an eight-hour day 
doesn't of necessity mean only eight 
hours work, and I think there ought 
to be an amendment put in dealing 
with this phase of the matter. 

JIR. GREENE.-l\Ir. Chairman, I 
would like to say a few words on the 
amendment and on the Bill generally, 
and though I am with the majority in 
this respect, yet I think we ought to 
pay attention to the requests of the 
minority, but I don't think it fair that 
we should withhold for six months 
this Bill, which is the petition of 1200 
people. 

I think every man is entitled to his 
rights and it's our business to see 
that he gets them. The honorable 
member for Harbor l\lain, when speak
ing, said that it was not fair that 
four or five merchants should dictate 
to the smaller fellows. 

There has been much controversy 
0ver this Bill. Both sides made pro
positions and counter-propositions, 
which wer-e not accepted. The Select 
Committee held numerous meetings 
and failed to reach any agreement. 
It's our duty to make amendments to 
nipof tlie faults of the Bill ::l~ we con
sider best, whether they like it or not. 

(Reads) 

This Bill does not provide any pro
tection whatsoever for the smaII gro
cer. and that isn't fair. Xow we've 
~ot to make amendments to protect 
these small men and generaIIy make 
the best Bill we can out of this. I 
ilon't -w~nt to ounose the majoritv. but 
T do think that these 1200 petitioners 
should be considereed. 

JIR. BROlYX.-i\Ir. Chairman. I 
would like to know what protection is 
given the clerks. Can they be called 
back after the shops are closed? If 
1 his is so. it provides no real protec
tion. I think when we come to the 
section dealing with this we should 
give it serious consideration. 

ROX. ~IINISTER FIX ANCE A:XD 
CrSTOJIS.-:\fr. Chairman, this Bill 
which is now before us has caused 
considerable consternation in the 
House. I have been told that this 
Bill does not prevent employers from 
bringing clerks back to work at night, 
but all 0 ws them to come back to 
work provided they keep the stores 
closed to the general public. Xow we 
have heard much talk from the mem
re!'c:: nf' rnth sides cf Hie House abri111: 
lookin~ after the interests of the 
<'itv clerks. and if these m,en are in 
earnest-but I very much doubt it
thev will have to support the amend
ment which I am bringing in for Sec
tion 3. 

Xow we will see if the Bill was not 
sponsored by the Water Street mer
chants. This amendment will caII 
their bluff. 

(Reads amendment for Section 3) 

The reason that I objected to this 
Bill was because I thought, and still 
think, it was organized and controlled 
by 5 or 6 \Yater Street storekeepers 
whose object is to force the smaller 
storekeepers out of business. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.
l\Ir. Chairman, will this amendment 
cur~ this. Supposing a clerk goes to 
work at 2 o'clock, will he then have 
to work until 10 o'clock; and if he goes 
to work at 6 o'clock, will he still have 
to work his eight hours? 

ROX. JIITISTER FINANCE AND 
CUSTOJIS.-:!.\Ir. Chairman. make the 
shopkeepers open at regular hoursr 
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supposing they start at either 8 or 9 
in the morning, and then let they stay 
open for the S or 10 hours, as this 
Committee decides. Here's what would 
happen: the merchants would refuse 
to pay their clerks overtime, and the 
first man who would have the courage 
to ask for overtime would be fired; 
that is why I say that this is class 
legislation, simply autocratic legisla
tion. 

Gentlemen on both sides of the 
House have voted that the Bill go into 
Committee stage and some of these 
men are members representing centres 
ar rl districts far removed from St. 
John's. If I proposed that this Bill 
was to be e.pplied all over ~ewfound
hrn d, then I feel sure that these mem
bers would not have voted that we go 
into Committee on it. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.
If the clerks from any other electoral 
district would ask this House to legis
late for them, then I say we should do 
it; but until they ask us, we should 
not bring it up here. 

HOX. ~IINISTER FINA:XCE AND 
frSTO:lIS.-Mr. Chairman, I thold that 
this it no place to discuss the differ
ences between employers and clerks. 

' 
HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER.-l\Ir. 

Chairman, I thinks the clerks in the 
F>tores should organise, and if they 
find it necessary, strike for shorter 
bours. 

JIR~ EARLE.-l\Ir. Chairman, I agree 
with the remarks of the Speaker, and 
if this Bill passes and the clerks find 
that after a while they want it amend
ed, then they should come forward 
Bnd ask this Legislature to amend it. 

HIS HO:XOR THE SPEAKER.-Mr .. 
Chairman, I think the member for 
Grand Falls misunderstood me. I say 
that instead of the clerks asking us 
to legislate for them, they should or-

ganise themselves and make their own 
requests to their employers, and then 
if they are refused they can approach 
this House to act for them. 

llIR. EAR.LE-l\Ir. Chairman. they 
would get nowhere. It is a well
known fact that it has been found im
possible to unite in this country, and 
I am glad to be present in this House 
to back up the requests of the clerks. 

HIS HOXOR THE SPEAKER.-l\Ir. 
Chairman. I did not intend to enter 
in to any discussion as to the merits or 
demerits of this Bill, but as I seem to 
have been drawn into it I might just 
as well express my views on it for the 
benefit of the House. The first thing 
we received was a petition from the 
clerks asking that the stores close in 
the night-time. This was ostensibly 
1 he purpose to limit the working-day 
to a certain number of hours, but not 
to affect the ordinary storekeeper or 
to make him keep his store closed in 
the night time. The clerks contended 
that if they weren't forced to go back 
and work at night, they don't care 
what the ordinary storekeepers do. I 
think that the statement as outlined 
by the l\finister of Finance and Cus
toms fills the Bill, and if worked along 
certain lines, that is limit the working 
hours of the store clerk to certain 
hours. and then if he finds it necessary 
and they are willing to pay the over
time, let him go back. I feel sure that 
thev would be willing to work if they 
knew that they were going to be naid 
~xtra for it. That. to my mind, is the 
measure that is required by this Bill. 

Tbis lee;islation is wrong fundament
ally, as it is one in restraint of trade, 
and if. as the honorable member has 
said, it is to affect St. John's, why not 
the rest of the country. I do not think 
we should be asked to vote against 
people who are desirous of working 
at night; and the only thing that we 
really can do ic; to reject the appli
cation of the clerks. 
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JlR. GODDEX-Mr. Chairman, I rise 
to comment on this amendment. If the 
gentlemen in this House are legislat
ing in favor of the clerks, I submit 
that we should reject the amendment. 
This amendment brings back the same 
conditions as existed some years ago 
when the stores were open for five 
months out of the year. I came here 
in 1908 and I worked as a clerk all 
"!lours of the day and night, and I 
think that this Bill provides some 
mitigation for these hardships. I do 
r.ot contend that this is a perfect Bill. 
~he whole idea of this Bill is to de
cide whether the clerks will go back 
after 6 p.m. or not, and if this a :nend
ment goes through it will mean that 
the clerks will have to go back in the 
night time for about 5 months in the 
year. 

HO:X. MIXISTER FINA:XCE AND 
CL'STOJIS-Oh no, it doesn't. 

JIR. GODDEX.- 1\Ir. Chairman, Yes, 
it does. The only period of the year 
that the merchants are anxious to 
bring back their clerks is in the late 
fall, during th·e month of December. 
If this amendment is cut out, we will 
be doing something for the clerks , 
and if you pass this amendment you 
are legislating for the business man 
and not for the clerks. If the closing 
hour is fixed at seven o'clock, it will 
~ean that the people who desire to 
buy goods wili know that the shops 
are closing at a certain hour and will 
go into the store and buy their goods 
and the clerks can finish the work 
easily. If the stores are kept open, 
it will mean that customers will be 
coming in at all hours and expect to 
get served and get their purchases 
wrapped up and sent home; thereby 
keeping the expressmen out all hours 
of the night. The Bill is a good start, 
but it is not perfect. I think that 
speaking at length would defeat the 
object of the Bill, and at the moment 

I object to the amendment for the 
reasons stated. 

llIR. SK.ANES-Mr. Chairman, I think 
there has been 3, lot of unnece'.""~qrv 
talk about this Bill. When this H ouse 
is delayed on account of this Bill , I 
think that it should be put to a vote. 
I don't know whether the other mem
bers know how to vote, but I k now 
how to vote on this Bill. I under
s tand this Bill; I have gone over it 
carefully seve.ral times, and when ft 
is put to a vote I will vote how I like. 
The trouble in this House is that there 
is too much nonsense going on. As far 
as the Hon. :\Iinister of Finance and 
Customs' amendment is concerned, I 
didn't see it. I \Yas out of the House 
when he proposed it, and if somebody 
will rass it along to me, I would he 
J?"lad tf") c:f'a it. I have heard the 
amendment discussed and I understand 
that it may affect the outports? 

HOX. JIR. LEWIS.-No, no; it will 
not. affect the outports. 

~IR. SK.A:XES.-Well, I think the 
dght thing to do is to put it before 
the House and have it finished with. 

HO~. JIINI STER FIXAYCE A:XD 
CrSTOJIS.-:\Ir. Chairman, I would 
say this much, this Bill is not on be
half of the clerks, but on behalf of 
the merchants, and I will prove con
clusively that it is under the super
vision of the merchants. The solicitor 
for the clerks was approached and he 
never said that ·the clerks did not 
want over-time; the employers dis
agreed with it and refused it. 

I move this amendment to Section 
3, and in moving this amendment I 
would say that we will find out if we 
really have the interests of the clerks 
at heart. 

(Reads) 

H you have the interests of the 
derks at heart you will vote for that; 
if you haven't you will vote against it. 
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}IR. BYRXE.-:\1r. Chairman, in 
speaking to the amendment, I think 
that the honorable gentleman is not 
strictly correct. As the Leader of the 
Opposition pointed out, they could 
work all the time and be paid over
time. I am voting for the clerks, but 
they don't want to be brought back, 
even if they are paid over-time. That 
is the whole question. 

Speaking as one the Select Com
mittee. I may say that the reason why 
we could not make progress was be
cause a few Water Street stores 
blocked the proposed amendments in 
Select Committee. We are still talk
ing for the 1200 clerks who signed that 
petition. As far as over-time is con
cerned, the clerks did not want to he 
in the position where they could be 
brought back at all, over-time or no 
over-time. 

Jffi. E~ERSOX.-Mr. Chairman, I 
have considerable sympathy with this 
amendment of the Finance Minister. I 
think possibly it is not worded as it 
should be. I want to say that I think 
that in principle he is right and I 
think the amendment should pass. 
Now when it comes down to . wording 
~n amendment of this kind it really 
does need a lot of cons.ideration. I 
think that some scheme could be 
worked out to carry out the views of 
the Finance Minister on this subject. 
The suggestion I had to make is that 
the Committee rise and that Hon. Mr. 
Lewis, Hon. Minister of Finance and 
Customs, Mr. Downey and myself col
laborate on the amendment during the 
tea hour, so that it could be put in 
proper form. 

There seems to be an idea that all 
the Opposition are in favor of the Bill 
and that the Government is against it. 
Now there are a number of the Op
position against it. It is not a party 
measure. This amendment of the 

Finance ~'.Iinister is an important one. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO:N
Mr. Chairman, I notice that some peo
ple in this House are very anxious to 
ma.ke regulations for ev·eryhody but 
themselves. With regard to the con
sid·eration of the question 0 1f an eiight 
hour day what the clerks were really 
afraid of was that oertain unscrupul
ous shopkeepers would reduce certain 
rates of wages on an eight hour day 
working basis. 

The Chairman of Committee left the 
Chair until 8 o'clock. 

The Chairman resumed the Chair 
at 8.20 p.m. 

HO~. MINISTER FL"JVANCE AND 
CCSTOJIS.-Mr. Chairman, when we 
rose the Committee to consider some 
amendments I proposed for Sections 
4 and 5 of this Act, it was to hold 
a consultation on the amendment. 

In the interval Mr. Emerson, His 
Hon. the Speaker, and myself, assist
ed by the Deputy Minister of Justice, 
have considered the amendment and 
the following is the revised amend
ment. It is substituted for Sub-sec
tion c, Section 2, and will be called 
2 D. 

(Reads) 

Then we intend to delete sections 
3, 4, 5 nad 8 and substitute the fol
lowing Section 3: 

(Reads) 

The Sectionis are therefore renum
bered. 3, 4 and 5 become 3; 6 becomes 
4, 7 is 5, 9 is 6, and 10 is 7.. Then 
in Section 4 (the old Section 6) we 
are cutting out Regatta Day. We are 
a mending the title of the Act to read 
"An Act Regulating Employment." 
These are the amendm·enrts, and it has 
been a great pleasure to me to co
operate with the Hon. members I have 
just mentioned in this respect. 
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MR. EMERSON.-Mr. Chairman, I 
take pleasure in seconding these 
amendments. In the heat of debate 
much was said, and I think we may 
look upon these amendments as being 
in the nature of a compromise in 
which the more o b j e c t i o n a b 1 e 
demands of the clerks and the more 
unimportant objections of the shop
keepers have been stricken out. This 
Bill is the best we can do and still 
preserve the principle of the Bill. For 
three weeks this Bill was discussed 
before a Select Committee and no ar
rangement was reached. 

Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
toms, Hon. Mr. Lewis, Hon. Solicitor 
General and myself, assisted by the 
acting Deputy Minister of Justice who 
alway'S gives such valuable service in 
matters of this nature, and the 
amendment we finally agreed u -pon is 
one which should bring the greatest 
measure of satisfaction to both sides. 
I will take great pleasure in support
ing this amendment. I have done so 
~rom the first. If, however, it is de
feated, I shall consider that the only 
thing to do is to give way to the ma
jority and support the Bill by voting 
for it. 

MR. BYRNE.-1\t:r. Chairman, I want 
it distinctly understood that I am go
ing to vote against this amendment. 
Since the House adjourned this after
noon three of four members of the 
House met and drafted this amend
ment, but I want to say that the only 
thing that I am interested in is what 
the 1200 clerks who signed the peti
tion are looking for, and not in an 
amendment that was drawn up by 
members of this House without any 
reference to these petitioners who are 
the wage earners of this City. The 
Bill as it stands is the Bill that the 
clerks desire us to present to the 
House and that Bill is good enough 
for me without any amendment. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX.-
1\Ir. Chairman, I do not think that this 
a.mendment will be satisfactory to 
either party, and I see no r eason why 
we should enter into and try and de
stroy the confidence and trust that 
exists between the employer and em
ployee in St. John's today. None of 
the clerks, to my knowledge, have 
made any suggestion that they should 
receive overtime, and if they are will
ing, when it is necessary, to work 
without overtime, I say we should not 
interfere with the pleasant relations 
that exist today. 150 out of the 250 
shopkeepers who have signed the 
t:ounter-petition are willing to fall in 
line with the requests of the clerks, 
.r.roviding that everybody will have to 
follow the same law. The only ob-

. jection they raise is that certain 
shops will keep open, while the bal
ance of the stores are closed, and they 
are not satisfied with that. They say 
what applies to one must apply to all, 
and if that law is brought into effect 
they are satisfied. 

JIR-. PUDDESTER.-l\.1r. Chairman, 
before the House closed to let the 
Minister of Finance and Customs go 
into the amendment, I stated that I 
was satisfied that if certain condi
tions were fulfilled that the clerks 
should be paid overtime for their 
work. I contend that they should be 
paid · over time if they work for more 
than nine hours a day at certain 
periods of the year and eleven hours 
a day at other periods. 

I figure out the time as from 8.30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. is 41h hours and from 
2 to 6 is 4 hours, and we have agreed 
to call this a total of nine hours. The 
nine-hour day to apply seven months 
of the year, and the 11-hour day to 
apply for the remaining five months. 
I want it understood that all stores on 
Water Street and all stores on New 
Gower Street, with the exception of 
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those which are exempt under the Bill, 
will have to pay overtime if they bring 
back their employees after these speci
fied hours. 

The trouble with this amendment is 
that it does not compel the stores to 
close at any time or at any hour, and 
it means that young girls, though they 
may be paid overtime, c~n be kept at 
work every night of the year, and in 
my opinion that is outrageous and is 
what we are trying to prevent. Leave 
~ection 3 in the Bill and I will sup
port the measure, but do not allow the 
amendment, as that 'defeats the object 
for which the clerks of this city ap
plied to this House for protection, and 
lets shorekeepers all over town bring 
their empJoyee-s back from one end of 
the year to the other. 

JIR. "TI'INTER-l\1r. Chairman, I 
would like to ask the Hon. member 
who drafted this amendment, is there 
any evidence that the clerks want tc 
work overtime? Is there any evidence 
at all before us? I submit that thi~ 

amendment is put in in the interest 
of the shopkeepers and this Bill was 
sent here by the clerks. This amend
ment should not be put in, we are 
here to protect the clerks. 

This is my attitude, and this 
amendment lets every store keep
er on any street keep open after hours 
and besides this amendment was draft
e·d by a legal gentleman who is act
ing for the shopkeepers. 

:JIR. BENNETT-Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to associate myself with the 
previous speaker. I think that this is 
a clerks Bill and if they had seen fit 
to put in the section referred to, I 
think that they would. have thought 
of it before t hi· This Bill came ha1 e 
to us and I do not think that we 
should amend it. The cle·rks today en
joy the confidence of their employers 
and the employers enjoy the confid-

ence of their clerks. When the clerks 
today get sick they are paid just the 
same, when they go on their holidaY'-3 
they are pafd. Xow if this amendment 
is interjected, it will mean that the 
employers will have to pay their 
clerks for every hour overtime and it 
will also mean they will not pay them 
for every hour undertime that they 
might be sick or when they are on 
their holidays. If I am in order, I 
don't know whether I am or not, I 
vote that this Bill be accepte·d without 
amendment. 

~IR. TOBIN-Mr. Chairman, I listen
ed to the several speakers and a.s one 
who voted against the amendment this 
afternoon, I voted against it unless 
section three was left in. I submit 
that there is no evidence that the 250 
shopkeepers are all against this Bill. 
There are twelve hundred city clerks 
who signed that petition and I am 
voting for them. 

JIR. GREENE-I disagree with Mr. 
Tobin, I represent a labour district 
and I claim that the men who work 
on Bell Island are entitled to be paid 
ov.ertime and then why should the 
clerks not be paid overtime? 

1'IR. TOBIN-I have no objection to 
any man getting overtime. 

lIR. PUDDESTER-1\it. Chairman, I 
am trying to prevent the clerks hav
ing to stand on their feet over hours 
to serve the public, they should be 
only open to the public after hours 
during certain stated periods. 

HON. JIINISTER OF FilANCE & 
CrSTOMS-IVIr. Chairman, it is usual 
in this legislature that we should le
gislate ~or the country as a whole and 
I now move a further amendment. We 
have heard a lot about the interests 
of the clerks and I claim that this Bill 
is not in the clerks interest. l\Ir. Chair-
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man, I have the right to speak here 
without being interrupted, I was sent 
here by the people and I hoid now 
that this amendment has been 
defeated primarily because it was 
in the interests of the working people 
of this country. Thiis Bill was not 
brought in here to c·ontrol the closing 
hours of shops but was brought in 
hetre to put certain people out of bus
ines·s and time will tell whether I am 
right or not. That is the sole purpose 
of the Bill. The whole idea of this Bill 
is to try and control the business of 
this city, so that a f-ew men can have 
it all in their own hands. Legislation 
in this House is supposed to be for the 
benefit of the country as a whole and 
this affec.ts only St. John's East and 
West, that is why I say that if we are 
to legislate for the shopkeepers we 
should legislate for the shoDpkeeJ)ers 
all over the country. Why should not 
stores ill< Port Union, or Grand Falls, 
or in the Humber district adopt this 
legislation? There are clerks there as 
well as in St. John'<S. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSI TIO:Y.
Because the clerks in St. John's 
petitioned. 

HON. lUINI STER OF FINANCE & 
CUSTO.MS-.Mr. Chairman, yes they 
petitioned. They should have petition
€d the Municipal Council, we should 
not be debating it her1e. The Govern
ment offered to put in it the :Municipal 
Bill but those who fostered the Bill 
r·efuised and thie Leader of the Opposi
tion admitted that the proper place 
for it is in the Municipal Bill. That 
is why I move as an amendment;
that the word "St.· John's" be struck 
out and the word "Newfoundland" be 
inserted in its I>lace. And in moving 
this I do so for many reasons. The 
small .storekeepers have a right to live 
·as well as anybody else and if they 
are prepared to take off theirr coats 
and work overtime, I hol'd that they 

are entitled to do so. The idea of OYer
time was not accepted because the 
people who own the stores are lllOt 
pTepar.ed to pay it, they are simply 
and solely trying to put the small 
storeke.eper out of business. 'fhe smau 
storekeepers are •the men who are 
keepirng the city labor·ers, the middle
men. Can the poor man go d-0wn and 
get credit on· "\Yater Street, or do they 
get their groceries on credit at 
O'Brien's 1or Worr·ell's or some place 
like that? Do they go down to Mr. 
Ayre or ::.\Ir. Bowring or somebody like 
that? These Watoer Stre·et Czars would 
have them arr·ested. I would like to 
tSee the accounts of the small shop
keeperis. 

These little store1s k,eep the city, 
there would be a great deal m'ore 
poverty in the city to-day but for the 
small sorekeepers. Who is keeping the 
unemployied? Do they .go down to 
Bowrings or Ayres and ask for three 
ar four dollars on c.redit or do they 
go to Middle Street or the Higher 
Levels and g·et it on er.edit? Where 
do they go? We are 'here to legis
late for the country as a whole and 
I contend that this is a Mrnnicipal 
affair and hias no right to be here in 
this legislature. We are in a critical 
.financial condition today and here we 
are squealing over a clerks Bill in
stead of doing something that would 
lben,e.:fit the country. Why, Mr. Chair
man, there is more debaite on this Bill 
l:han there was on eleven million dol
lars worth of estimates presented to 
the House. I have sa;t here thr-ee weeks 
and I did not hear as much discussion 
in connection with the estimates as I 
heard her·e thts afternoon. 

Here we have this Bill before us, 
and we are ·doing nothing else but 
make politics out of it. It is being us,ed 
as nothing else but a politic.al foot
ball. I now move the amendment that 
the w&d "Newfoundland" be inserted 
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in this Bill instead of St. John's. 
Ever ybody is quite prepared to go 
through with this Bill until it begins 
to effect hims-elf. 

THE JIINISTER OF :llARllE AND 
FISHERIES-Mr. Chairman, being an 
outport member and repiresenting, as 
I do, a purely fishing districrt I have 
to say that I am not personally in
terested in this Bill. I can honestly 
say I do not know how I stallld in the 
matter. I agree with the present amend
ment as made by the Hon. Minister 
of Finance. As regards the previous 
amendment I was afraid to vote for it, 
because I was afraid if I voted for 
overtime it was bound to re-act un
favorably against the clerks. I was 
afraid the cleTkis would be made to 
pay in some other manner. When the 
matter came up before I voted that the 
Bill be given the six month's hoist. I 
hope when the people of Burin West 
hear of this they will know that I 
h ave at least tried to be sincere. I 
have always trled to be fair and sin
cer·e. If I were not sincere I would 
retire altogether from politics. But I 
can honestly say now that I do not 
know wh·ere I stand in this matter. 

I hiave no 'personal interest in the 
matter, but I claim that this is really 
a l\1unicipal Bill, and I know that, like 
myself, fully half the members here 
do not know how to vote. I say, ther,e
f ore, that the Bill ought to be thrown 
out. I don't want to go down 
town tomor,row an'd have clerks ask
ing me why didn't I do this and why 
didn't I do that. I do know that the 
clerks of St. John's ought to be very 
careful, otherwise they are bound to 
be pemalized. 

BOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX-
1\'Ir. Chairman, I really think the 
ramendment as proposed by the Hon. 
~VIinister of Fina.nee and Customs m-0st 
illogical. He deniies the right of the 

clerks of St. J ohn',s to shorter hours 
and now he wants it to apply to all 
the clerks in the Island. Surely that 
is illogical? I can't mysielf agree in the 
suggestion that this measure will ruin 
the small shopkeepers. No matter 
what time the stores close there will 
al ways be someb-0'dy trying to get in 
after hours. A number of hard work
ing shopkeepers have told me that if 
they kept open 1till five in the morning 
there would 'Still be ·poople trying to 
get in. 

HON. JIINISTER OF FD' ANCE & 
CL'"ST01IS-Mr. Chairman, in reply to 
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition I 
want to say if:hat I don't think my 
wmendment was illogical. When this 
House is supposed to legislate for 
the whole countJrly and not any par
particular part of it. I want to protect 
the underdog and that's what rm 
fighting for. If I can be assured that 
an amendment can be put in whereby 
the small shopkeepeir will be <able to 
carry on the same as now, personally 
I am going to isupport it. 

HON. MINISTER OF F~A~CE & 
Cl'"STO){S-Mr. Chairman, I am pre
pared to support this Bill provided the 
underdog in this community is afford
ed protection therein. Let him work 
as long as he likes and keep his shop 
open as long as he likes; but don't 
try to legislate him out of business. 
I move now that the amendment pro
posed by l\ir. Emerson in the aRer
noorn be deleted; thait section 3, 4, 5 
and 8 be delieted and that instead a 
section be drafted to the effect that no 
employee be •required to work lon.ger 
th'an nine hourrs exclusiv·e of meal 
hours on any day except Saturday ex
ce<pt in the months of December and 
January; that any employee who is 
asked to work longer than this he 
paid overime at the rate of 50 pe:r 
cent of regular pay for such overtime 
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and that the penalties under the Act 
apply in the case of employees hav
ing to work at times other than those 
mentioned; further that an employee 
be entitled to take civil action for 
"double the wages in case of his hav
ing not been paid overtime. The hours 
after 7 p.m. till closing to be deem
ed overtime except on Saturdays and 
in the months of December and 
January. 

JIR. E.lIERSON-::\Ir. Chairman, - it 
will be remembered in the evening I 
suggested that the Finance :Minister 
and others who were more or less op
posed to the Bill in general would 
meet during the recess in the hope 
that an amendment would be drafted 
that would be satisfactory to the en
tire House. I think I stated then that 
I would vote for the amendment and 
that if the a:mendment was lost I 
''"·ould support the Bill. I think the 
Finance I\Iinister will agree with me 
when I say that I discussed with him 
and others all the phases of the 
amendment in the hope thiat some 
agreement would be reached. The 
amendment was brought down in the 
House and we are now left with this 
Bill be dealt with. 

I have to admit I have been a sup
porter of the Bill. I think that pos
sibly the cause of the heat that arises 
in the debate this evening was due 
to the fact that the House was 
filled in a large measure by sup
porters of the Bill, and, conse
quently, from time to time they ex
ceeded their rights in their enthusiasm 
when aTguments were put forward in 
favor of the Bill. ~o promoters of the 
Bill have a ·right in this House to 
enthuse and excite members. 

N"ow, :\Ir. Chairman, .the whole de
bate on this Bill tonight is on the ques
tion, first as to whether this Bill is 
going to do injury to the small shop 

keeper and secondly whether it has 
•been promote·d or fostered or assi-sted 
by the big shopkeeper; both these 
charges have been made by those who 
are against the Bill, and not a tittle 
of evidence has been produced; there 
has not been a word said to show in 
\Yhat way the small shop keeper ie 
going to be hurt; there has not been 
a word said to show how the big shop 
keeper is behind the Bill, and those 
who are opposing it base their whole 
case upon these factors. Xow, how is 
the small shop keeper going to be 
hurt? If the sm·~ll shop keeper is go
ing to be hurt, then I would like to 
know how, because if he is, then• I 
would like to try and draft an amend
ment that woul'd protect him. 

This is not a Bill dealing with 
politics; this is not a party measure; 
I dare say that those within the hear
ing of my voice will remember that 
one of the first things that the Leader 
of the Opposition said tonight when 
I spoke on this Bill was that I had 
failed to inform the House that I was 
speaking for myself alone. I thought 
-that was clear to everybody. I am 
speaking for myself alone now, too. 
The Hon. member for Ferryland in
formed us that this Bill was a political . 
football. Let me point out to him that 
he has failed to shoot the goal, and 
if anything he did his best to make 
sure that the Bill would pass. 

These attacks upon merchants, 
appeals to passion leave most people 
cold. If there is evidence that the 
small shopkeeper is going to be hurt, 
I should be very glad if som~body 
would introduce an amendment to 
protect them; quite frankly I do not 
believe that they are going to be hurt. 
The amendment which I suggested 
and which was accepted by the Com
mittee seems to me to clear up the 
whole situation in that respect. 
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I agreed with the amendment by 
the Hon. member for Ferryland this 
evening, in fact we drafted it together 
in the hope that this debate would 
have been over in half an hour. I be
lieve myself if the Committee had ac
cepted it it would have been a good 
amendment and would have satisfied 
all parties. It has been rejected, and 
now we are faced with the Bill, and 
r say that the Bill should pass and 
pass with very slight amendment. 

The Hon. member, in the course of 
his very heated argument, ,referred to 
the fact that the clerks thought that 
this was their Bill whereas it was 
really being promoted by the mer
chants and being fostered by them 
and the details and so forth being 
looked after by them; all I have to say 
is this if the Hon. member thinks that 
he is making a very grave reflection 
upon the intelligence of the House. 

Surely wtth a Bill like this with 
1200 or 1300 people involved, if there 
was any such plan as suggested that 
would have been discovered before 
this. There may be cases where a Bill 
is promoted by three or four people 
and they did not realise that they 
were being worked from outside. It is 
a terrible reflection to suggest that 
there are 1200 or 1300 imbeciles being 
taken in by their employers. That is 
the position suggested by the Hon. 
member for Ferryland. 

I intended to refer to the amend
ment that my learned friend, the Hon. 
member for Ferryland, suggested 
there about crossing out "St. John's," 
and putting in "Xewfoundland." I 
think that he was right in withdraw
ing it; I don't think it would improve 
the situation. I may say, with the ex
ception of a small amendment in 
paragraph 6 of the Bill crossing out 

"Regatta Day;" the Bill has my hearty 
support. 

HON. iUR. LElYIS-l\Ir. Chairman, I 
wish 'to repeat again what I said this 
afternoon in opening the few remarks 
which I made at that time; that I 
agree in what was said by the Hon. 
membe-r for St. l\Iary's District on 
yesterday afternoon that this is the 
most important and easily the most 
contentious piece of legislation that 
has come before this House for this 
session, and before this Bill passes 
and becomes law a good many words 
will be thrown across the floor be
cause the principle of the Legisla.tion 
is wrong at its base, and anythng 
which is corrupt at its base cannot 
bear fruit, fruit, at least that will be 
beneficial to those who are expecting 
to enjoy it. 

"\Ye were asked when this Bill was 
introduced to consider a Bill entitled 
"An Act to Tegulate the closing hours 
of shops within the Electoral District 
ot St. John's (City) East and West." 
and when we came to look into the 
Bill, an·d to disect it, we found that 
the Bill was in really a wolf in sheep's 
clothing; that not alone was 'it an Act 
to protect ostensibly the clerks of 
this city, but it was an Act clothed, 
clothed I say with that ostensible 
sheen for the purpose; not of protect
ing the cle-rks, not of limiting their 
hours, not of paying them ;reasonable 
wages, but to close out the small shop 
keeper in this community under the 
guise of a Bill to protect the clerks. 
Consequently, ~Ir. Chairman, when 
this Bill was dealt with in Committee, 
and a.m·endments were made along the 
lines which this Bill was ostensibly 
meam.t to be, a Bill for the protection 
of clerks, and that am~mdment was 
for the purpose of regulating hours of 

clerks and regulating the pay of 

clerks, it was voted down and the 

same aTgument was put up against 

the amendment as was put up against 
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the original m·otion to hoist this Bill 
this afternoon. 

Xow, ::\Ir. Chairman, I wish to say 
this that the shopkeepers in St. John's 
expect to be protected in ·this Legis
lature and apparently they have not 
many friends, but I look at this mat-

·ter from a wider aspect than St. John's 
City; I look at the principle of the 
Bill as a ~ewfoundlander; I look at 
it as a British subject, and I expect 
and I think eve,ry man and woman in 
this country expects whether he lives 
in St. John's or in any extern district 
of this country, that he is going to live 
here and prosper and rear his family, 
and if he is going to live under the 
British Flag, he may expect British 
fair play, and if he does not get 
British fair play; if he is going to 
see his rights legislated out of his 
hands; if he is going to fin'd himself, 
as it were, on the street over night 
because of a piece of legislation such, 
as this, then I say it is time to close 
up this Legislature. 

As long as I am here I am going 
to oppose that measure; I am opposed, 
not uncompromisingly opposed. I am 
prepared to go halfway if the people 
who are behind this Bill are prepared 
·to come half way. I am going to op
pose this Bill; oppose it section by 
section; oppose it on the motion to 
adopt the ireport. In doing that I think 
that I am doing my duty as a New
foundlander. If thll; was a measure 
affecting my own district then I don't 
th1nk I would be properly represent
ing the men who sent me here if I 
was to foster a piece of legislation 
which would tell each an·d every bus
ine.ss man of Harbor Main when to 
close his store. I think the condition 
of this country financially, economic
ally and every way industrially is 
such that people should be encouraged 
to work not an 8 hour day, not a 10 

hour day but 24 hours~ 

Who are the men who put this coun
try on the map? \Vere they the meu 
who went to work at 10 and k:nocket1 
off at 6 and spent the rest of the day 
riding around in their motor cars? 
'Yho are the men who made it possible 
for the business men to have stores 
on \Vaterr Sreet. They are the men who 
turned out of their bunks at 2 in the 
morning arid spent until 12 in the 
night hauling codfish. These a~e the 
men who put the merchants of St. 
John's in the rosiUon to have bus
iness places today where they ca.a 
employ clerks, and it is men of tbe 
san:e stamp who are running in
dependent business places in St. John's 
and whose interest we rure here to 
protect. If we allow this measure to 
go through. If we say that each shop 
in St. John's must be closed at 7 
o'clock v;hat is going to happen to 
the small shopkeeper? What is going 
to happen to the man who has every 
dollar tied up in his business? Is he 
not going to be bankrupt? 1Vhat keeps 
the small shop keepeTs in business? It 
is not the trade in the mornin1g or in 
the. afternoon; is it not rather the 
transient trade that is done by night! 
If we cut off that souTce of revenue 
it means tha;t he will be in the 
bankruptcy courts. That spirit of le
gislation is wrong; it is radically 
wrong; it is sectional legislation; it 
is prejudiced legislation; it is legis
lation based at the man who is pre
pared, as I said bef <>re, to put in ex
tra hours work in order to keep his 

business on the map. If, as a result 

of that extra energy that he is pre

pared to put into his business; if, a~ 

a r 1esult of the thought, care and at

tention wilich he is prepared to put 

into the job so he can increase his 

business, why should he be penalized? 

Why should he be put out of existence 

in order to satisfy a group of hungry 
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mongrels who are ready to grasp 
everything in sight. 

would the Minister of Ma:rine and 
·Fisheries vote to close his store tn 
Fortune at 7 o'clock so that he would 
not be i1n position to sell a hogshead 
of salt to a man who came along for 
it? Would the President of the FiISh
ermen's Un:(>n vote .to close his store 
in Port Union in order to forbid a fish
erman from selling a q uin tal of fish? 
If he did so, would he not be crazy. 
If, on the other hand, thiB measure 
is a mea.sure for the protectlion of 
clerk's then we say "Alright," regulate 
the hours of the clerks and pay them 
for their overtime. 

The time ilas come, the hour has 
struck when I feel it my duty, l\fr. 
Chatrman, to get on my feet and pro
test against this sort of stuff which 
is being legislated in thts House to
day. For here today, l\fr. Chairman, 
we air·e witnessling an attempt of one 
class to legislate out of business, to 
all practical intents irund purp10.ses, an
other class simply because this latter 
class has offen'ded them, who are in 
reality less privileged than them
selves. 

When attempts to legislate in this 
ma:nner are made, it is time to call a 
halt. Such legislation is drrastic, it is 
unjust. Why should men be legislated 
omt of business because their only 
fault, if it can oo called a fault, is 
that they have made a success of thieir 
business? Now, all I am asking for, 
Mr. Chairman, is fair play. Be·cauc;·e 
one man works hard and by so doing 
makes a success, is it right that t1he 
man who, in the meantime, has heen 
drrivimg ariound in hi'S car, Should try 
and close him out. Jealousy is all it is. 
I'll drive around in my car, but Jones 
who is a hard worker isn't pe;rmitted 
to take off his coat and work. 

Yes, this law is based against the 
man who is priepa.red to go to work 
in the night after everyonie else has 
gone ho.me. This is rthe spiirit in whlc'h1 
we attack men who work hard and 
attend to their business. Well, I am 
prepared to stay on my feet and fight 
this Bill as haird as I know how and 
defend these men to the hest of my 
ability. I hold, Mr. Chairman, that this 
Bill is vicious, it is s-editious, it is 
radical. 

I am ready to support these men 
who are being 'down.trodden; to pro
tect these clasises which, through force 
of circumstances, are unable to pro
·tect them,selves. 

This Bill is a wolf in -<Sheep's cloth
ing. It comes into Hous1e under 1the 
guise of one thing and w'hen we look 
into it and start debating on it, it 
turns out to be quite a different sort 
of thing. 

The Select Committee appoiinted to 
go into this Bill have informed us 
that they could not come rto any 
agreement, that no matter what was 
tried neither .side could see eye to 
eye with the other. 

Well, you can't expect a man to 
agr-ee to a pi-ece of legiiSlation when 
he knows that i:f it becomes law it is 
goin1g to ruin· h:iis business. I thirnk 
most of us would have somiething to 
say if we knrew a Bill was before the 
House which would make us bankrupt 
in three months and rthat is how these 
small shopk-eepers view the Bill, and 
rightly so. 

(Reads) 

I don't think I'd be doing my duty 
as a Newfoundlander if I were to 
stand by and let this go through. It 
is the duty of any membeT, be he 
elected from an outport or a city con
stituency, to support any motion 
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against this Bill which is directed 
against the smaH man. No matter who 
they are they're entitled to fair play, 
and if they are not going to have it, 
then we might a.s well forget our 
Constitution. If this condition of 
things is going to endure, it \\ill be 
impossible for a man to do business. 

Xow perhaps I've talked plainly but 
there are my views and rm prepared 
to stay here and stan'd by them as 
long as it is .neoessary. 

l\fr. Chairman, I said at the outset 
of my .remarks that I'm not uncom
promisingly opposed to this Bill. I was 
agroo~ble to the amendment drafted 
by the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms; I felt that this was fair. 

Now, there seems to be an idea that 
this legislation is for the protection of 
clerks. This isn't ·so, for we tried to 
get the parties to agreB that if clerks 
work over their nine hours then they 
should be paid over time, but some
'how this >dfdn't find favor, this Ametnd
ment was defeated in no uncertain 
manner. 

Well, I know who this legislature is 
directed at an'd though names shouldn't 
be mentioned in this House, still I'm 
going to inform the House who it is. 
It's direoted against Phil :Murphy, 
that's who it is. Well, I've nothing to 
say either against or for Phil ~1urphy, 
but whatever he is he's a hard worker 
and that is why certain merchants on 
Waiter Street seBm to be opposed to 
him. 

This Bill is directed against the 
middleman. Well, :\lfr. Chairman, in my 
opinion this country today is de
pendent on the middleman. Some while 
ago I was speaking of an Amendment 
suggested by the Hon. Minister of 
Finance and Customs; it was defeated 
in spite of it's compromising attitude 
and I suppose that all other amend-

men ts · of a like nature will be similar
ly treated. The Amendment I have ta 
mind is one I consider fair and Just 
to all parties interested in the Bill. 
That is that all stores in the city, both 
East and West be allowed to rematn 
open for two nights a week exclusi've 
of Saturday. 

HON. JIIXISTER OF FINANCE A 
CUSTOllIS-::.\Ir. Chairman, \\·hy make 
an exception of WaJter Street? The1' 
are other stores besides those 
mentioned that are going to be 
hurt. Take, for example, the stores 
of Messrs. Dyer and Summers. My 
contention is that the legislat6.ion 
should be general an'd not confined to 
any particular Street. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
IVIr. Chairman, you say you are trying 
to protect the smaller store keeper 
and still object to givirng the stores 
of WaJter Street any advantage when 
you know, as well as I do, that the 
majority of the smaller stores 
those not on "\Vater Street. 

HON. :!.lIINISTER OF FINANCE A 
CUSTOMS-Make it Tuesday, Thurs
day and Saturday for the whole city 
and I will be satisfied and accept it. 
I think tha.t if there is to be a com
promise it must be acceptable to all. 

MR. E:~IERSON-I don't quite follow 
how this effects the small stores. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINAXCE & 
CUSTOMS-I think that the Stores on 
Water Street, if they want to open, 
should be allowed to do ,so. 

XR. EMERSON-The result would 
then be that all the stores on Water 
Street coul'd be open every night. 

ROX. MINISTER OF FINA..~CE & 
CUSTOMS-Let them all stay open if 
they are willing to pay the overtime. 
That is up to themselves; we are not 
compelling them to open. 
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JIR. E)IERSOX-Any ·shop where 
theY do not employ outside help can 
be open every night. 

ROX. MR. LE"\YIS-It isn't British 
fair play to prohibit one man from 
opening. 

HO:Y. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Please don't use the phrase British 
fair play when referring to. Mr. 
:vrurphy. He stays open Empire Day, 
st. Patrick's Day, Armistice Day, July 
l ist and all the other holidays. 

HON. )fIXISTER OF FllANCE & 
CVSTOMS-That is his own affair. 

ROX. MR. LEWIS-Mr. Chairman, 
because Muirphy is 1desir·ou·s of imp.rov
ing his position by hard work is no 
reason why he is not entitled to Brit
ish Fair Play as well as anybody else 
in this city. We brought in a com
promise of three nights a week but 
you are not willing to accept it; all 
you want to do is to put ·oertain men 
out of business whether they like it 
or not and I claim that the,re is no 
justification whatever in this measure 
and all we want is justice an'ld fairness 
to one a:nd all. We don't want Secti01D.
al Legislation. We want Legislation 
that applies equally to -everybody. 

MR. EMERSOY-Are you agreeable 
to aooept an Amend!:nent that will al
low the stores to open on Saturday 
nights and one other nighrt: during the 
week. 

HO::V. MIXISTER OF FllANCE & 
CUSTOJIS-\.Ve wamt Tuesday, Thurs
day and Saturday. 

MR. PUDDESTER-If that amend
ment is allowed we won't be legislat
ing to help the ·clerks but every clerk 
will be working for thTee nights a 
W€ek during the whole year. 

HON. lIIlISTER OF FI:Y ANCE & 
C"C'STOMS-If they do, pay them it.he 
overtime. 

MR. PUDDESTER-I am agreeable 
to the overtime, but the point is that 
the clerks want to be protected so 
that they won't have to work in the 
night time all the year around. 

HON. lllllSTER OF FllAYCE & 
CL""STOJIS----.Mr. Chairman., I. think the 
am.endment of Mr. Emerson should be 
accepted. 

ROX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Mr. Chairman, we are quite agireeable 
to any shops that ar-e rrun entirely by 
the owners, their wives, soilJS an·d 
daughters, bein1g kept open as long 
as they like. 

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE & 
CrSTOMS-Until this Amendment was 
introduced yiou were quite agre·eable 
that Murphy be put out of business. 

)IR. PUDDESTER-We agreed last 
night that this clause should have been 
inserted. 

)IR. EXERSON-I think thait this 
was a mistak•e mad1e in the draftililg 
of the Bill. 

HON. :l1INISTER OF FINANCE & 
CrSTOMS-To get back to businoos, 
I •think Tuesday, Thursday and Satur
day should be accepted. There is an
othe.r class of man left out entir·ely 
and that is the butchers. 

Why were the butchers left out? 

MR. PL'DDESTER-I 'didn't leave 
them out, ask the people who intro
duced the Bill on the other -side. 

HON. :MINISTER OF FINANCE & 
CrSTOMS-Tuesdayis, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, we 1put outt our sheet 
anchor and stand. We are driven to 
the position where Wf3 have to go on 
our knees and ask mercy. As I pointed 
out before rt.his is not a Clerks Bill, 
it was suggested by the Government 
that it go into the Municipal Act. 
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JIR. EJIERSON-And the Municipal 
Council lacked the courage to put it 
in. 

HON. MIXISTER OF FINANCE & 
CUSTOllIS-1\Ir. Chairman, why are 
we dealing with it? But it is here now 
and we got to do one thing or another 
with it. This Bill doos not belong 
here. I don't want to hold up this 
House until tomorrow afternoon, I do 
not want to put forward that threat. 
'\Ve were prepared .to go fifty fifty and 
pay them overtime, isn't that fair? 
But no, they want to put these 
smaller shops out of business. We are, 
therefore, prepared to close th.ree 
nights a week and if they work over
time, we will pay them overtime, isn't 
that fair? If it isn't I don't know the 
meaning of the word. We came half 
way and now it is up to them to come 
half wazy-. 

llR .. GREENE-1\Ir. Chairman, I rise 
for the purpose of supporting the 
Amendment just proposed. If you go 
back to the history of this petition, it 
might enable us to make some head
way. Shortly after the House opened, 
a petition was receive'd from some 
1200 clerks for the purpose of having 
a law enacted to regulate the closing 
hours of shops. A few days after
wards anoth~r petition was received, 
signed by 2400 people, including 250 
small shopkeepers and their custom
ers who claimed it was a great advan
tage to them to keep these .gtores 
open. They asked that the prayer 
of the first petition not be ac
ceeded to. I would ask the Clerk of 
the House to let me see that petition 
for a moment. 

It appears that the Clerk has not 
got it. At any -rate it was decided to 
bring in ia Bill an·d it . was also de
cided that it would be a non party 
measure. I .submit that as an outport 
member it is no concern of mine to 

vote for an act applying to St. John'a 
alone. These pa·rties bad several meet
ings and counter meetings and they 
could come to no conclusion, the de
legates of the petitioners and their 
lawyers were sent for and they met as 
you will remember, Sir, in the Mem
bers room outside and compromise af
ter compromise was offered but sun 
they could come to no aigreemen~ and 
it was decide'd to ref er it to the House 
of Assembly. Several outport members 
expressed the opinion that thi.g mea
sure should go into the :\Iunicipal Act 
but that was not acceptable to the 
clerks. I do not see why we should be 
forced to vote on this Bill and in this 
I was supp.orted by several outport 
members. The Prime :\Iinister moved 
the House into Committee of the 
Whole. It was moved that the Bill be 
given six months hoist. I objected to 
that motion and voted against it fOO" 
one reason and that is that as a fair 
minded body of p·eople, as legislators, 
we should come to a compromii.se and 
I still think so. We crossed over the 
House and we went back into Com
mittee. At 6.45 we adjourned in the 
hope that a compromise would be af
fected. 

The House was supposed to have 
met at eight of the clock. These gen
tlemen got together until nine. They 
came in here with what I considered 
was a very good Amendment and it 
was turned down. If we are to get 
anywhere in this House tonight we 
must be prepared to get together in 
a spirit -of compomise. Let the stores 
keep open if they want to but let them 
pay overtime. That is as fair as any
thing I can think of. Though I voted 
against the Bill being given the six 
months hoist this afternoon, I want 
to say now that I am in favor of this 
Amendment. What I say is that we 
must compromise. Certain of these re
strictions and suggestions must be 
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compromis.ed if this Bill is to go 
through. I was elected to this House 
by working men and clerkis and I 
want to be fair, and that is why I s.up
ported the Amem.d:nerut when time and 
a half of their current rate of pay 
\\1a.s suggested. I quite candidly be
lieve that the Water Street fiorms are 
behind this Bill. I say if they want 
their clerks to work over time then 
-pay them time and a half. 

Times hav,e been very bad for the 
clerks la.st yea,r and I believe this 
Amendment for .time and a. half will 
give them a chance to make up any 
cuts they have received. I know what 
I'm talking aoout. I was a clerk my
self. It is a very difficult matter for 
a clerk to get along in this town. They 
have high ,rent an1d high coal bills to 
meet, and this amendment gives them 
a chance to add to their income. I 
think the best we can do is to get 
down to a basis of three nights a 
week and ov·ertime. Those opposed to 
this have been talking about major
ities but surely minorities have some 
rights too. These people have some 
rights and this Act is inten'ded to put 
these people out of business. Surely 
this is n9t Britislh fair play. I say to 
t'he clerks unless they want to stay 
clerks all their lives they ought to 
be against this measure, for under 
this Bill every opportunity of starting 
.off on their own is cut off from them. 
I know everywhere of very promising 
little businesses, which have been 
built up by continued industry anid by 
working from 15 to 20 hours a day. 
Are we going to take from these men 
the fruits of a life time lab.or. 

If a man is a clerk now he will 
'have to stay one. I know of <>ne case 
in particular where a mian came over 
from Bell Island and started up a 
business in the annex and by sheer 
hard work and industry has put it 
on its fe.et. I think in this case all 

that is wanted and expected is a spirit 
of compromise. We have been on this 
Bill all ·day and now we seem to be 
no further ahead, and I do think the 
matter is capable of being amicably 
adjusted. 

HON. JIINISTER OF FINANCE & 
'CUSTOJIS-There is no provision in 
this Bill whereby the clerks cannot 
be brought back and made to work 
until mi'dnight. 

lIR. PUDDESTER-The clerks had 
the Bill drafted and for the in:foirma
tion of the memlber for Bell Island 
they paid ten cents each for the 
work in connection with it. The 
clerks made the BiJl and they are the 
best ju'dJg,es as to their requirements, 
not you or I. 

JIR. GREENE-I voted today against 
the six months hoist in a spirit of 
com,promise and I am sorry I did so; 
but there are members in this House 
who pr·om'ised to support the Bill but 
when the vote was taken theiy did not 
do so. 

:llR. PCDDESTER-Do you mean 
m·e? If you do, you are stating what 
is untrue. If the Hon. member mis
interpreted my position in connection 
with the Aemn:dmeint and the Bill, I 
can1wt help that. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITIOX
Mr. Chairman, the whole argument so 
far as the F1inance Ministe1r and the 
me-mber for St. Mlary'1s i!S concerned 
seems to centre around the big mer
chants on Water Street an'd the pro
fits they are making. Now I think that 
Mr. Bindon should be put in the cate
gory of a big merchant because I 
want to know what merchant on 
Water St. made more profit out of the 
sale of his goods within the past 
couple of years than did Mr. Binidon, 
who helped to supply the Government 
institutions. l\1r. l\1urphy, as already 
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referred to, is another large business 
man and these are the two men prim
arily re·sponsible, it is said, for the 
holding up of this Bill. 

JIR. PTIDDESTER- l\Ir. Chairman, 
we got to protect at least 1200 clerks 
who signed the petition from going 
to work every day in the year from 
eight in the morning until ten at 
night, and if this Bill "does not pass 
certain Water Str-eet stores will re
main open and the merchants will 
open their stores also on the nights 
referred to. 

H ON. MTXI STER OF FIXA:XCE AND 
CUSTOJIS-When discussing things 
in the House you say this is for the 
protection of the Clerks so that they 
won't be brought back to work. 

JIR. PUDDESTER-And as you 
said "you were going to make them 
pay time and a half." 

HON. )IIllSTER OF FINAXCE AND 
C~STOJIS-That is what we want to 
do. 

MR. PlillDESTER-That Amend
ment did not prevent them from open
ing; they could open all the year 
round under that amendment. 

HOX. )IlNISTER OF FINANCE AND 
CUSTOMS-\Vhat is the Amendment 
suggested? Three nights in one 
street and only two nights on Water 
Street, and an admission by the Leader 
of the Opposition that the object of 
this thing is that because two or three 
people up there keep open every night. 
That is the reason that this Bill is in 
here. 

:MR. El\IERSOX-The Minister does 
not realise that these suggestions are 
in the hope of some agreement. 

HON. MIXISTER OF FIN AX-CE A:XD 

out some ulterior motive behind the 
Bill. 

MR. EJIER SON -The Minister 
brings out some ulterior motive that 
is in his own mind. 

HOX. JII XISTER OF FINANCE AND 
CLSTOMS--The Leader of the Op
position said this, not me. When he 
said it, I got up. 

MR~ El"'fERSOX-Every voter of the 
Bill has been suggesting matters that 
are foreign to the Bill. 

JIR. Pl'DDESTER-It serves no 
good purpose for any member to be 
getting up throwing slurs. 

HON. JilXISTER OF FINANCE AND 
rrSTOJIS-W'bat is the Amendment 
suggested by the Leader of the OP
position? 

HON. LEADER OF THE OPPO
SITION- I think if we exclude day
light time. 

H OX. Jil:XISTER OF FINANCE AXD 
Cl:STOJIS-The Amendment I am in 
favour of is, I 'don't care what it is, 
as long as everyone is treated a like. 

MR. EJIER SON-Mr. Chairman, I 
move that Section 3 pass. 

HON. ::lilNISTER OF FINA:XCE AND 
CUSTOJIS-1\:Ir. Chairman, you a re 
moving that Section 3 pass as it is. 
There is an Amandmernt before the 
House. 

!lIR. EJfERSON - "What is t he 
Amendment. 

HOX. JIR. LE"\VIS-That all t h e 
shops in St. Joh n's remain open for 
two nights as well as Saturday; that 
is 50/ 50. 

JIR. EJIERSON-Your idea of 50/5() 
is 100 per cent. for yourself. 

HON. Jil:XISTER OF FINA:XCE A:XD 
CUSTOJIS--Every suggestion brings CUSTOMS-According to the. Bill that 
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is here at present they are allowed to 
open Saturday until 9; that is one 
night a week; before this Bill was 
brought up, they were allowed to be 
open six nigh ts. Our conception of 50 
per cent. is half of six, that is 3, not 
half the Bill, 3. The Amendment is be
fore the Chair. 

llIR. E!lIERSON - \Vhat is the 
Amendment. 

JIR. PUDDESTER-You realise that 
the Amendment is turned down. 

JIR. GREENE-1\lr. Chairman, am I 
to unlderstand .that this Amendment is 
made to the effect: (Reads.) 

Is that not a serious motion to make 
in ai British House of Parliament, dis
criminating against the same people 
in the same town. I don't think we 
.are quite sane if we get down to this 
to bring in a discriminating motion 
in a self governing colony. \Ve are 
supposed to represent the minority as 
well as the majority. We as public 
men have just as much right to pro
tect these two store keepers as any 
other people; in other words we are 
going to legislate two gentlemen out 
of business. In other words Hon. 
Members representing outport dis
tricts come in here and they vote on 
putting t'vo gentlemen out of business; 
that is very unfair. 

JIR. PUDDESTER-We are putting 
everybody out of business two nights 
in the week. 

!lIR .. GREENE-I do as a Newfound
lander think we should treat every
body right. I did not think this motion 
was really serious. I think it is very 
unfair to ask us to come in and vote 
on this matter. 

ilIR. BINDON-I am interested di
rectly, Mr. Chairman, if you will in the 
motion before the Chair. I have been 
called a shark by men I expected bet
ter from. I might say in rising . now 

that I am as much in favour of clerks 
as any other men and, as I said here 
yesterday while I was speaking I was 
prepared to 'take the sacrifice if the 
members coming from all over this 
country East, West, North and South 
will come in here and legislate me out 
of business. I am, as I say, prepared 
to take the sacrifice. I will tell them 
they will not put me down and out. 
They might drive me off Water Street, 
but they won't put me down and out. 

I am going to make a proposal, or 
ask the Minister of Finance and Cus
toms to add to the Amendment, and 
see how this will take: That we al
low the shops to open three nights a 
week on \Vater Street and on Middle 
Street. Now there are a great number 
of men and women clerks, if you will, 
walking around this town idle, seek
ing employment, and I would ask him 
to add to that that we be allowed to 
open three nights a week any store 
that wants to but not employer be al
lowed to bring back in the night time 
any clerk that has worked eight hours 
in the day. That should fill the Bill; 
anyone who wants to open his store 
should employ extra help night clerks 
as well as day clerks. I would like to 
hear from some one supporting that. 

HON. ~ITNISTER OF FINANCE A.ND 
CUSTOJIS-l\1r. Chairman, there are 
only two men on Water Street that 
they are after, Bind on and l\1urphy. I 
have here a list of stores that are 
affected besides Bindon and l\Iurphy; 
there 12 more; these are the particu
lar ones that they are after. Here is 
the position, we are only giving 
them two nights a week and we are 
prepared to give the others three. Let 
Bindon go up on Garrison Hill. He has 
been called a shark. He is a human 
being and has got a right to live in 
this country. You are discriminating 
in this Bill. It has been· admitted by 
the Leader of the Opposition that it 
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was brought in against Bindon and 
:Murphy. 

HON. LEADER OF THE OPPO
SITIO:X-That is what Mr. Lewis said. 

HO:X. JIR. LE,YIS-I agree it was 
said by the Hon. Leader of the Oppo
sition, I also said it. 

HO:X. MIXISTER OF FINA~TE AND 
CrSTOJIS-There are other people on 
Water Street: (Reads a list of Water 
Street stores). There are several of 
them that rang me up this morning, 
some of them before I was out of 
bed. 

JIR. EllIERSON-You must have 
been out of bed late. 

HOX. iUIXISTER 01., FIXANCE A:XD 
CUSTOJIS-I was up before many men 
on the Opposition were up. I want 
to tell them that I am used to getting 
up at 3 or 4 in the morning and work
ing. I am not prepared to come in 
here and allow a Bill to come in that 
is aimed deliberately at two or three 
individuals because they happen to 
work ha!id to keep their stores going. 
Have you asked the clerks would they 
agree to thi-s? Have you asked them 
to-night? N'o. because you know they 
would not accept it. Youpre confirming 
my point that you don't represent the 
clerks but you do represent so:neone 
else. 

BOX. LEADER OF THE OPPO· 
SITION-The clerks say this kills the 
Bill. 

BOX. i1IlNISTER OF FIX AXCE AND 
Ct;STOJIS-It d-)esn 't kill the Bill, it 
merely provides equal rights of all the 
stores. This Bill is the biggest piece 
biggest attempt to class legislation 
that I have ever seen. 

BOX. LEADER OF THE OPPO
SITIO:X- "Vhy not pay 50 cents an 
hour overtime as the minimum fee 

aft€r regular working hours then 11 
agree to it. Three nights a week In.: 
every street and after seven o'cl<>ck 
50 cents per hour. 

JIR. Pf'UDESTER-I've prepared an 
Amendment; two nights a week for 
"rater Street and three nights for the 
other ,streets. 

HO:X. MIXISTER FIXANCE A ... D 
CUSTOMS-They wouldn't consider 
any opening on Water Street 
nights other than Saturday. 

JIR. GREEXE-I would like to make 
the suggestion that time and a half be 
paid for overtime. It's not fair to 
force the small man to pay fifty cents 
the same rate as larger competitors,. 

> 

it would ruin his business. 

3IR, PCTlDESTER-I have another 
Amendment I would like the House to 
consider: Every "\\Tater Street store 
open Tuesday and Saturday after 
seven or eight, whichever you think 
best; other streets Tuesday, Friday 
and Saturday. 

ROX. JITTISTER OF FJXAXCE AND 
CI;STOMS-Mr. Chairman, we've done 
our best to meet the supporters of thi« 
Bill half way but it doesn't seem to be 
of any use. The Leader of the Op
position has objected to Water Street 
stores opening, he says there's only 
two or three of them will. Let me 
tell him there's ten or twelve and 
they~ve been called sharks and every
thing else and their only offence is 
that they've tried to do as much work 
as they can, they don't ask for pro
tection in their business from the 
tariff they don't ask that foreign pro
ducts be taxed 15%, to protect them 
the treasury doesn't have to suffer and 
loose money to afford them protection. 

ROX. LEADER OF THE OPPO· 
SITION-I didn't bring in this Bill. I 
understand that those who did wanted 
Murphy's store clos€d in the nights .. 
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rro~. :_"\Il~U~TER OF Fll A:XCE A:XD 
crsTO)IS-\\re11 he's not here to pro
tect himself and I'm sorry for him, 
in this respect. 

JIR. PGDDESTER-The Member for 
Ferryland has either said too much or 
too little, there's been too much small
ness exhibited in the discussion of 
this Bill. Many of the shopkeepers 
themselves are in favour of it. 

HON. ~IINISTER OF FI:xAXCE A:XD 
CUSTOJIS-l\1r. Chairman, some of the 
honorable members seem to have gone 
to wing. I suppose the newspapers 
are interested in this Bill. 

MR. PliDDESTER.-l\lr. Chairman, 
Let me tell you this, Phil ::.\iurphy is 
cur best customer. I don't bring 
business into this House. I'm here to 
i:,ay that this Bill is going to help the 
clerks for the next three months, dur
ing the summer time. 

ROX. DR. CAllPBELL.-l\lr. Chair
man, I would like to draw the atten
tion of the House to the fact that 
everyone is referring only to Water 
and l\Iiddle streets. The shoJ.)S who 
are larg.ely affected by this are 
·not on Middle Street; they are at the 
back of the city, Cookstown Road and 
Hamilton A venue. I may not know my 
history but I do know the geography 
of this city. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE ilIINISTER. 
-:\fr. Chairman, Mr. Speaker has re
ceived certain messages from the 
Legislative Council and I would move 
that the Committee rise, report pro
gress and sit a~ain presently, and in 
the meantime the Speaker might 
read the messages received. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred, had made 

some progress, and asked leave to sit 
again presently. 

On motion this Report was received 
and adopted and it was ordered that 
the Committee have leave to sit_ again 
presently. 

RT. HON. THE PRL'1E JIINISTER. 
-1\Ir. Speaker, I beg leave to lay upon 
the table of the House two reports, 
the first being that of Mr. R. F. Hor
wood who acted in capacity of Chair
man to the Committee in charge of 
the South West Coast Disaster, and I 
wish to express on behalf of the en
tire House our sincere appreciation of 
the work done and the service per
tormed by both the Committees in 
charge of the affair. Particularly do 
I want to thank Mr. Horwood who 
worked ceaselessly and tirelessly to 
make a success of the work of the 
Committee. 

I also want to lay on the table a 
(..Opy of the report received from the 
Inspector General of Constabulary in 
connection with the arrests, convic
tions, fines, penalties, etc., imposed 
during the past year. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a message from 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bills sent up entitled re
c:::n0ctively: "An Act to Amend the St. 
John's Municipal Act, 1921," "An Act 
Relating to the International Grenfell 
Association," "An Act Relating to the 
Department of External Affairs," "An 
~~ct to Provide a National Flag for 
Xewfoundland, and Colors to be Worn 
by Vessels," "An Act to Amend Chap
ter 216 of the Consolidated Statutes 
(Third Series' entitled 'Of the Em
ployment of Men Engaged in Log
g-ing,' " "An Act to Alter the Title of 
the Colonial Secretary" and "An 
Humble Address to His Majesty the 
King," without amendment. 
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Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a message from 
the Legislative Council acquanting· the 
House of Assembly that it had passed 
the Bill sent up entitled "An Act Re
lating to Salt Codfish," with some 
amendments in which it requests the 
concurrence of th8' House of Assembly. 

RT. ROX. THE PRillE ID...~ISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, the amendments sug
gested by the Legislative Council in 
connection with the Salt Codfish Bill 
consist in deleting the words "United 
States of America" from the Bill. It 
will be remembered that these words 
were put in as an amendment in 
which it was to be permitted that cer
tain small codfish that were not fit 
for the European market were to be 
allowed to go to Canada and the 
United States. They want the United 
States left out, otherwise they think 
that unscrupulous exporters might 
use New York as a point of tranship
ment to foreign markets. 

BOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITIO~.
Mr. Speaker, in cornnectdon wiith tbe 
Fish Bill, I would like this opportunity 
to ask if it would not be possible to 
make some guarantee as to the price 
that would be paid for certain classes 
of fish. For example No. 1 fish might 
be guaranteed: Large Maderia $6.00, 
Small Madeira $5.00; No. 1 Labrador 
$4. I thouighrt that as this Bill was in 
support of the fishery, it would be a 
good opportunity of mentioning this. 
I believe if that were done it would 
have a two-fold advantage. Firstly, 
it would increase to a large extent 
the number of men that would prose
cute the :fishery, and secondly it would 
encourage the fishermen to make bet
ter fish. 

The said Amendment having been 
read a first and seoond time and con
curred in, it was ordered that a mes
sage be sent to the Legislative Council 
acquainting that body that the said 

· Arnendmenrt had been concurred in 
without amendment. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House 
that he had received a message frolll 
the Legislative Council acquainting 
the House of Assembly that it had 
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act Respecting the Export of Marine 
Shell from Labrador and the Islands 
~A1d;aoe1!1t Th!ereto," with am. Amend
ment, in which it requests the concur
rence of the House of A·ssem•bly. 

The s;aid Am1endment having beea. 
read a first and second time and COla!-:

curred in, it was orde·red that a mes
sage be sent to the Legislative Councn 
acquainting that body that the said 
amendment had been concurred in 
without amendment. 

And, is beinig past midnight, 

FRIDAY, ~lay 15th, 191L 

Pursuant to Order an d on motion of 
Rt. Hon. the P rime Minister th e House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consi'der the Bill entitled 
"'An Act to Regulate Closing House of 
Shops within the Elect01 al Di·strdcts 
of St. John's (City) East and West." 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

J\'Ir. Smith took the Chair of Com
mittee. 

1tIR. EJI ERSON-Mr. Chairman, be
fore startirug the debate -0n this Bill 
again, I would advise that certain as
pects of the debate be left out. In the 
first place it is claimed that this Bill 
is prom.oted by Water St reet mer
chants, as I said before, th ere is no 
evidence of this. If this Bill is for the 
benefit of the clerks it doesn't matter 
who is behin•d it and that is ·the whole 
question. As far as I know this BUI 
was promoted by the clerks and it is 
only a clerks Bill to assist the clerks. 
We want to eliminate certain factors 
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which engender heated discussion. If 
this Bill hurts certain people and if 
an Amendment is proposed to help 
these people, well and good. I look at 
this measure as a clerks Bill and I 
think we should help. This Bill is not 
perfect, there are sure to be ob
jections from somebody and the only 
thing we can do is to make the best 
Bill possible for both sides. We cant 
have a perfect Bill, each party must 
give way and I hope that the dis
cussion will be along these lines. 

JIR. BYRNE-Mr. Chairman, might 
I ask the Hon. member for Bell Island 
what he means by time and a half. I 
suggest that a flat rate of fifty cents 
an hour be imposed. 

l'IR. BINDON-1\fr. Chairman, might 
I ask if my suggestion would be con
sidered? Allow the stores to remain 

- open 3 nights a week if you wish, but 
obtain different employees. There are 
a number of clerks under notice of 
'dismissal from the various stores on 
"-rater Street and I think this would 
be an ideal way of providing another 
avenue of employment for these men 
and girls. 

JIR. EXERSON-Mr. Chairman, I 
move that the words concerning 
Regatta Day be stricken out, as every 
small store opens on that day. If the 
annual Regatta does go on, it will not 
interfere with the principle of this 
Bill. 

JIR. BINDON-Mr. Chairman , in 
that Amendment the larger stores can 
keep open on Regatta Day and why 
kill the Regatta? 

HON. ~IlNISTER OF FINANCE & 
CrSTO:lIS-Mr. Chairman, as Presi
dent of a Club' which is prominently 
identified with the Regatta, may I ask 
Why try to ruin the Regatta by leav
ing in that wording? 

l\Ir. Chairman, we had a very en
joyable evening and morning discuss
ing this Bill. It has been a case, in 
my opinion, at any rate, of money 
versus prope:rty, with the result, as is 
generally the case, money wins. It is 
just like a man playing a game of 
poker, the fellow with plenty of money 
comes out on top an'd the fellow with 
very little generally loses what he 
·had. "\Vhile I don't propose to speak 
at a very great length on this Bill, I 
'Want to make a few final remarks. 
As this debate progressed last after
noon I was more than convinced that 
the Bill which has been brought in 
here under the guise of being a help 
to the clerks was never intended to 
help them; that there is not one 
clause in it referring to clerks one 
way or the other. 

The Bill, today instead of being a 
clerks Bill, is the Closing of Shops 
Bill. "\Ve, who were trying the best 
we could to fight the cause of the 
under dog or the small shop man were 
prepared to compromise. The Leader 
of the Opposition stood adamant; he 
was not prepared to move; he had 
down .hi·s kedge anchor; he was not 
prepared to move; he was supported 
by m·embers of the Government. When 
we saw that there was no such thing 
as a reasonable discussion at the time 
we tried to discuss 'it on a basis of 
fifty, fif.ty; no move. We finally in
cluded one street for two days and 
the rest for three days with overtime. 

Now, l\fr. Chairman, this Bill is go
ing to become law, and the final sec
tion of this Bill has proven more con
clusively than ever to me that it was 
intended to put the little man out of 
business. If any unfortunate chance 
the little man had to be caught two 
or three times opening his store he 
was going to be fined $500; the fine 
was delibE!rately put in here for that 
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purpose, not by the Clerks, because 
the point has been made here that it 
was suggested to the clerks that over
time would be paid for and they re
fused overtime for the simple reason 
that their employer did not want to 
pay overtime. 

The Leader of the Opposition has 
told us that the Bill was to go after 
a certain number of sharks on Water 
Street which meant that this Bill is 
aimed, not so much in the interest of 
the clerks, but aimed to get some in
dividuals who happen to be doing 
business on Water Street. That has 
been admitted here in the House after 
very much cross-examination. 

Now we .are passing it and we have 
been sneered at by supporters of this 
Bill who came down here deliberately 
to do it, whtich I resent, and I am not 
afraid to express my resentment even 
if I am thrown through the window, 
because we who represent. the fishery 
distr1icts had the gall to tell these 
people that the men who are keeping 
them there are the fishermen, they 
are keeping us all here, and that the 
trade on Water Street, Duckworth 
Street and every other stireet, the 
Ropewalk, Imperial ~obacco Company 
or any other company would be no
where if it were not for the fishermen 
of this country. Because · I happened 
to mention fishermen of this country 
two or three ignorant people sneered 
at me from the gallery. 

I claim that all this has been the 
deliberate attempt aimed at half a 
dozen business men who are trying 
to make a living. I want to know if 
there is a clause in there; there have 
been so many clauses moved and 
seconded, lost and gained last night 
that we are at sea even yet as to how 
t'he Bill reads. I want to know if there 
is a clause to the effect that no clerk 
working in a store is to come back 

again to work at night even if he gets 
· 50 cents an hour. Therefore, we have 
done the best we could. 

I don't like this Bill even yet. I 8llll 

between two minds now as to whether 
I will stay here for the rest of the 
morning. I don't mind any threats be
'ca use we may have support behind 
us to drive this thing through. If I 

' thought that was the idea I would 
stay, if main strength and brutal 
ignorance is going to drive this thing 
through then I am prepared to stay 
till 6 or 10 tonight if necessary, and 
we won't get any overtime for it 
either. I want to go back again and 
say that this has not emanated 
originally from the clerks; why did 
they leave out the butchers? "\V1ry did 
the Select Committee overlook the 
butchers? The Hon. Leader of the Op
posiUon was 0111 that Committee and 
the Hon. Dr. Campbell. 

HON. DR. CAJI P BELL-2.\r.r. Chair
man, while I was prepare'd for any 
outrage that never occurred to me. 

HON. ML~ISTER OF FL~ANCE & 
CUSTOMS-Mr. Chairman, we were 
prepared only for hoping to be lucky 
enough or unlucky as the case may 
be to come in here and legislate that 
crowd out of business. Supposing for 
argument sake some one had not seen 
it? Does not that ma.ke the argument 
stron.ger that we rushed into this 
thing over night without giving it 
proper consideration. It was before 
the Select Committee and they s plit 
and did not bring in an unanimous 
report; they brought in a piece of 
outrageous le.gislation tG put some 
people out of busim.ess. We have got 
to the stage now where some people 
can't live without going down and 
asking certain gentlemen on Water 
Street "By your leave." That is the 
Bill, pure and simple. 

MR. SKEANS- 'i\I>r. Chairman, I 
think that we have lost time enough 



HO"C'SE OF ASSE~1BLY PROCEEDIKGS 545 

on this Bill; there have been various 
people talking; we have lost a lot of 
time considering this Bill, this Shop 
Closing Act, and I think it is undesir
able altogether; there has been too 
much talk going on. I vote, Sir, that 
all words in this Bill after "Be enact
ed?" be omitted f.rom the Bill. 

:\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman from the Committee 
reported that they had considered the 
matter to them referred and had pass
ed the said Bill with some amend
ment. 

RT. HOX. THE PRLlIE 31L""ISTER 
-Mr. Speaker, I move that this Bill 
be ,now read a third time. 

HON. JIITISTER OF FIX ANCE & 
CUSTOMS.-~lr. Speaker, I move that 
this Bill be not read a third time now; 
that it be read a third time on to
morrow. 

On motion this report was reecived 
and adopted. 

HOX. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this 
opportunity of retracting a statement 
I made the other day in this House. 
'\V'b.en we were discussing the extra 
payments made in the Colonial Sec
retary's Department, Mr. Mews was 
listed as having received a certain 
sum for lhis services in connectkm 
with immigration work. I stated that 
1\Ir. l\lews has made a request for this 
payment to the :Monroe Government 
and had been refused. I now find I was 
absolutely mistaken. The first applica
tion for this fee was made in 1929 to 
the present government. I find that 
1\1r. Mews has done this work for 16 
years without receiving any extra fees, 
and U was only when he beca'm.e in
formed that Mr. LelVl:essurier has re
ceived $1,000 yearly for this work that 
?)t made a request for payment in this 

respect. The Govenment, feeling that 
Mr. l\Iews was entitled to some pay
ment, allowed him $150 a year. His 
whole claim for the sixteen years be
ing allowed at $2,400. I would like to 
put myself right with the House, as 
I would be very sorry to cast any 
rrefiection on one wJ.io has served the 
country so faithfully an'd so well. · 

It was moved and seconded tha·t 
'When the House rises it adjounn until 
this morning at eleven of the clock. 

The House then adjourned accord
ingly. 

FRIDAY, May 15th, 1931. 

Trhe House met at eleven of the 
clock in the forenoon pursuant to ad-
journment. t 

HON. lIR. LEWIS-Mi.r. Speaker, I 
beg leave to p-resent a petition from 
the people of Holyrood ·which I would 
ask the Clerk to read. 

(Clerk Reads Petition) 

Mr. Speaker, I 1have very great 
pleasure in bringing this petition be
fore the House and endorsing the 
p~ayer thereof, it has to do with the 
request of certain residents of Holy
rood for a special 'grant for a road 
known as Kennedy's road. This road · 
runs throug1h the heart of the settle
ment and connects the Salmonier 
Hig;hroad with the 1\Iain Highroad 
around the Bay. The people who sign
ed this petition are wayside farmers 
who own the land along this road. 
This road has been there for upwards 
of a hundred years and ill.as always 
been kept in a fair state of repair un
til recently when it became very de
lapidated and at the present time it is 
almost impossible for the people to 
get to and from their land. 'Ifuey there-
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fore ask for a special grant for the 
purpose of repairing this road. 

Our local grants are entirely in
adequate to ~eet such a situation. "\Ve 
have in our District some 400 miles 
of roads, exclusive of the Highroads, 
and our local grants are entirely in
adequate to keep them in a decent 
state of repair. 

In indorsing the prayer of this 
petition I do so with the hope that 
our District will be put in the posi
tion whe-re we will have money avail
able for roads of this kind. We spend 
a great ~eal on Highroads every year, 
and I think that these roads that are 
used by the local farmers are just 
as important as .l>hese Hig;hroads. If 
it were possible to have money avail
able to repair these roads it would 
be a great boom to certain people of 
our district. ' 

I 'have very great pleasure in pres
enting this petition and I give it my 
hearty endorsation. I feel that other 
members of this House are in the same 
position as we are and the principle 
affects them as well as us. I may say 
to the members of the Opposition that 
there are a great many signatories to 
this petition who are supporters of the 
Opposition, they are not supporters 
of mine. 

I do support the prayer of this peti
tion and hope it will not fall on deaf 
ears. 

HON. :lIINISTER OF FL~ .AXCE & . 
Cl"STOJIS-M:r. Speaker, I rise to 
support the petition presented by my 
Hon. friend the member for ·:\.fr. :\Iain. 
I hope it will receive 'better consider
ation than most other petitions, that 
is that it will be considered on its 
merits and that the members of the 
Government will use every mean-s in 
their power to carry out its prayer, if 
at all possible. 

Some years ago I heard a mem,ber 
of this House say that he looked upon 
a petition as being as effectual 'as a 
man talking to himself. With regard 
to the present petition I see no reason 
why it, asking as it does, for a sman 
sum of money ~o repair ithe roads 
leading to and from various farms and 
gardens, ought not to receive favor
able consideration. After all people 
don't get up a petition for nothing. 
I have not the intimate knowledge 
of the district as my Hon. friend, but 
it appears to me that most of the peo
ple of his constituency depend for 
their living in a large measure out of 
the land. ::\Ioreover a large num.ber of 
the people of the district have had to 
return recently from a·broad, and this 
money asked for may be a very great 
ass.ist2nce at the present time. For 
that reason I would like to give the 
petition by very heartiest support. 

JIR.. PUDDESTER.-Mr. Speaker, the 
sentiments of the Hon. member are 
almost exactly the same as my own, 
and I give his petition my 'heartiest 
support. 

MR. BINDOX-l\1r. Speaker, I would 
like to joint in supporting the petition. 
From what I have seen of petitions, 
I would consider that most of those 
that have been presented here 'have 
been treated in almost a farcial man
ner. 

I have presented a number myself 
and I find that they have been almost 
absolutely ignored. I think at least 
that they should be referred to the 
Department to which they relate, and 
at least be given some consideration 
so that the member can at least tell 
his constituents what has happened. 
I thilllk myself that some effort should 
be made to keep up local roads. Some 
sort of policy should be initiated 'in 
order to handle this. I •have very great 
pleasure in supporting the petition. 
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JIR. }~ITZGIBBOX-:\Ir. Speaker, I 
have great pleasure in associating my
self with the Hon. gentleman who 
have gone before me in endorsing 
this petition. I know that in a great 
many cases it results in a great hard
ship if the petition is not granted, and 
I think in this case the results will 
justify the expenditure. 

. 
~IR. IUURPHY-::.\Ir. Speaker, I 

would like to associate myself with 
the remarks of the previous speakers. 
Last year I presented ~ petition from 
the residents of Xorth Harbor and I 
haven't heard a word from it since. 

JIR. BRO"\YN-l\1r. Speaker, several 
scores or petitions have been present
ed in the last score of years and I 
wish to give them all my heartiest 
support. 

MR. JIURPHY-l\Ir. Speaker, I beg 
to move the adjournment of the House 
on the grounds that there is an im
portant matter to be dealt with in re
lation to the district of Placentia \\'"est. 
The matter is in connection with bait 
depots. The fishery last year in Pla
centia West was a distinct ·failure, 
and, as a result, the Government spent 
approximately $90,000, whereas if 
there had been two bait depots, or at 
least one in that district, the Govern
ment would have benefitted by about 
$100,000. There "\V'aS plenty of fish to 
be had in that section last Fall; but 
there was no bait to be had and men 
had to leave their boats on the beach 
and go to work on the Highroads in 
order to try and eke out an existence 
for their families. It is really heart
breaking to receive letters from real 

fishermen who had to give up their 

avocation and go to work on High--roads. Here is one of many letters I 

have received: 

(Reads Letter) 

However, in a great many cases the 
Highroads work was a blessing and 
I have no reflection to make on the 
officials of that organization. For the 
past thirty years I can remember the 
promises made by politicians in re
spect to the encouragement of the 
fishery so far as the whole of Pla
centia Bay was concerned; but without 
result. Last Spring I had to fight all 
kinds of odds. I was told publicly 
that if I was elected that I would 
bring trawlers in the district, but I 
gave my word that no such thing 
would happen and the people believed 
me and they will believe me again. In 
flact the Jude Island episode did not 
affect my election, rather did it affect 
my opponent. 

When I was 13 years old I went 
fishing and donned my oil skins 
like a11y experienced fisherman and I 
am not ash.aJIDed of it either; just as 
the Minister of :\Iarine and Fisheries 
rose f.rom the dory .to be master of his 
own vessel and to conduct an export 
and supply business. 

Now I know that the Amendment in
serted by the Legislative Council in 
the Salt Codfish Bill is a very im
portant one. There has been a lot said 
•here about herring also and one 
gentleman said that the Unite·d States 
would accept all our herring if certifi
ed. I know that to be wrong, because 
I have been on piers in New York 
when the Jews, who principally 
bought our herring, slipped the heads 
off the full herrings and put them on 
the filling herrings. You must re
member you are dealing with Jews 
in New York and some of them will 
stop at nothing. I had 500 barrels of 
herring in New York last year on 
consignment and trouble arose and I 
lb.ad to go there to have matters satis
factory adjusted. Otherwise, I would 
have been $1,000 out of pocket on ac-
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count of the way these Jews transact 
business. 

However, I went there and fought 
my case an'd won. Four years ago I 
had 500 barrels of herring at the rail
way station here and had them sold to 
a New York firm subject to Govern
ment inspection and also the inspec
tion of the Jews who were h~re at 
the time. I brought the Jew to look 
at the herring and he offered me $2 
a barrel less than I quoted. I asked 
him what was wrong with the herring 
and I compelled him to tell me the 
reason. He told me that they were 
frozen, which was wrong. I im
mediately communicated with the 
Marine and Fisheries Department and 
I got an inspector an:d two other 
gentlemen to examine the herring, 
during which process the Jew "beat 
it" and the Jew would have beaten me 
to the extent of $1,000 but for the 
Inspectors here. 

Inspection on the herring going to 
the West Indies market is costing 
$20,000 or $30,000 per year to this 
country and the fishermen of this 
country are losing. :\'Ir. Speaker, the 
herring that go to the \Vest India 
market should not be subject to in
spectioil, and I will tell you Why. The 
Trinity Bay fishermen and the Pla
centia Bay fishermen, if the herring 
were not subject to inspection could 
pack them in herring barrels; no 
doubt herring barrels would contain 
more fish than pork barrels. If you 
pack herring in pork barrels for the 
\Yest India market you will be turn
in1g into the revenue of this country 
$20,000 or $30,000 a year. Anyway, it 
is true that a pork barrel will contain 
more herring than a herring barrel, 
but that does not make any difference 
if in the spring of the year herring are 
plentiful. Herring in the spring are 
not as fat as they are in the fall. The 
\\ .. est India market 'does not want fat 

herring because the fatter the herring 
are the quicker they will deteriorate 
in that country: 

MR. EJIERSON-:\Ir. Speaker, are 
you satisfied that the Hon. member is 
in order? 

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER-The 
Hon. member indicated that he wished 
to (iiscuss a matter of importance. He 
rtferred to the question of cold stor
age which is definite, but I think he 
is wanderinig a little too far from the 
subject. 

MR. ~IURPHY-Mr. Speaker, pardon 
me if I am out of order. Why I men
tion~d the herring business is because 
the bait stations will be filled with 
herring in the spring of the year. At 
the present time Placentia Bay is 
teeming with herring as it was also 
last year in the spring; in the fall 
you could not get herring for goo·dness 
sake; the fishermen could not get bait. 
If we had bait depots, I say we would 
lbave had 15,000 quintals of fish more 
than we had. That Fas my only idea 
for bringing in the questian of her
ring. I say here again that bait de
pots are needed in Placentia Bay 
-I don't know about any other dis
trict-but I do say that bait depots 
are mosrt necessary if we are going 
to continue the codfishery. 

THE i'IINISTER OF JIARUE AND 
FISHERIES-:!.\fr. Speaker, I take up 
the cudgel or my Hon. friend, the 
member for Placentia \\ ... est, ~Ir. 

:\Iurphy. I think the matter is one of 
very great importance to this country, 
and one to which we should give very 
serious consideration. We are taking 
up the question of bait depots in a 
small way; there is cL bait depot which 
was financed up to a point by the Gov
ernmen•t last year under the manage
ment of ~Iessrs. Penney & Co. I am 
pleased to state. for the benefit of the 
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House, that that bait depot is now in 
operation fully equipped and the bait 
is ready for the fishermen, and through 
the means of the West Coast Fishery 
protection boat last year we were able 
to supply that bait depot and also to 
the fishermen of the West Coast. The 
bait depot has been the means of sav
ing quite a lot of fish for the fishermen 
because they are able to get their bait 
from that source. 

JIR. Pf'DDESTE~Mr. Speaker, I 
would ask the Hon. gentleman what 
he has done to put bait depots on the 
West Coast. 

THE JIIXISTER OF ~I.A.RINE AND 
FISHERIES-::\Ir .. Speaker , we have 
put a ,b:iit depot in Ramea. The Gov
ernmc::it put up the it~oney and l\.lessrs. 
Penney are the managers. This, in my 
opinion, is the only sane way that a 
bait depot can be operated in this 
country. We have also arranged that 
the cold storage plant at St. Pierre 
be supplied with bait from the West 
Coast. I think the Governr1.1ent has in 
mind the placing of another one or 
two depots on that coast. The matter 
is now under consideration. Every 
member knows that I happen to be 
an advocate of cold storage. I just 
want to confirm the remarks of my 
Hon. friend, Mr. ·Murphy. 

MR. PUDDESTER-1\ir. Speaker, I 
•move the third reading of the Shop 
Closing Bill. The Bill passed the 
House last night and was up to the 
third reading this mornh~g. 

Xow that the Prime Minister is in 
the House I will give him the op
portunity to move fo!' the third read
ing of the Shop Closing Bill. 

HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER-At 
the present time there is a motion be
fore the House by the Hon. member 
for Placentia \\"est. He has referred 
to the matter of the establishment of 

bai~ depots in Placentia Bay. The 
motion is aiot seconded at all. The 
.Minister of ~farine and Fisheries 
spoke on it, but he did not second it. 

IIOX. ~IR. LE"WIS-Mr. Speaker, I 
intend to second this motion, and I 
have very great pleasure indeed in 
supporting the motion of the Hem. 
member for Placentia West. I think 
that the question of bait depots, 
particularly at the present time, is 
one of most urgent public and nation
al impo1'1tance. It is a matter of nation
'al importance to this country, not only 
today, but for years, and it is ()IIlly 
within the last year that any practical 
steps whatever have been taken as far 
as I can see, or as far as I know of, 
by any Government to deal in a 
practical way with this very important 
question. 

l\Ir. Speaker, I happen to know 
something about the bait situation· in 
this country. l\fy people have been 
identified with deep water fishing in 
Newfoundland for a generation. We 
have been interested to a very sub
stantial extent in the bank fishery 
of this country, and as e\reryone 
knows it is essential, in order to carry 
out the banking industry, that there 
be a supply of bait. I also happen to 
have been born in a place which is 
practically the best bait centre on the 
coast line of Newfoundland, and it has 
been the work of years to establish in 
that centre some means for the curing 
and storing of bait. Holyrood is noted 
as a point where full supplies of bait 
fish can be obtained at practically any 
season of the year when these bait 
fishes run to land. There are three 
schools of bait fish, herring, caplin 
and squid, and it is with reference to 
the squid that I wish to make par
ticular reference. The local banking 
fleet and the Canadian fleet and here
tofore the American fleet always 
centralize on that point; they feel al-



550 HOTTRE OF ASSE::\ilBLY PROCEEDINGS 

most certain that ithey would procure 
bait when they came to land if they 
took a chance on Holyrood, but in 
many instances, owing to natural 
causes, bait was not available when 
they came, and the only alternative, 
the only possible way---

MR. PUDDESTERr-Mr. Speaker, I 
rise on a point of order, Rule 41; the 
last part of Rule 41 says: 

(Reads) 

If ten members support the motion, 
the motion is in order; if ten members 
do not rise the motion is out of order. 

HIS HOXOR THE SPEAKER-The 
member's point is well taken. 

MR. EMERSON-1\1.r. Speaker, I sug
gest that the motion is out of order; 
it has already been ·moved, spoken to 
and seconded, and it is entirely out of 
order. 

HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER-I 
rule that ten members rise now. 

RT. HON. THE PRDlE MINISTER 
-Mr. ~peaker, I move that the Bill 
for the Closing of Shops in St. John's 
(City) East and West End be read a 
third time. I would like to say in re
ply to l\lr. Puddester's remarks that I 
had to defer another order to do this. 

After we adjourned this morning I 
got in touch with Mr. Gushue and ask
ed him to get in touch with the Clerk 
of the House and have the Bill, in it's 
Amended form, printed to be at hand 
When the House opened this forenoon. 
I also arranged that the Legislative 
Council should read the Bill on the 
House of Assembly Order Paper, thus 
avoiding delay. I would like to draw 
attention to section 3 of the Bill: 

(Reads) 

I can only think that this is a 
printer's; not a legal error. 

(Clerk Reads Section) 

HON. JIR. LE"lYIS-l\Ir. Speaker, I 
beg leave to move an Amendment to 
the motion before the Chair, I move 
that this Bill be read a third time six 
months hence. 

l\fr. Speaker, after much strenous 
fighting the Bill has 
second reading and has passed t'hrough 
the Committee stage and is now at 
the final stage. This Bill has been 
fought strenously on both sides and 
fought, I think I might say, in a most 
umcompromising manner. This Bill 
affects the interest of a great many 
people and therefore it is one which 
calls for much serious and deliberate 
consideration. It is a ·matter which, 
without doubt, might bring untoid 
suffering and hardship on a certain 
class of the community, and it is be
cause of these principles that I have 
so strongly opposed the many Amend
ments which have been made. It is 
legislation which is pointed aga_inst 
certain sections of the community. 

It is legislation which is primarily 
and really in restraint of trade; and 
legislation which is directed against 
an individual or a corporation so that 
he cannot ~do his business unhamper
ed; it is the type of legislation which 
must be looked at as jealousy. 

If this power is not used wisely and 
it is the tendency of modern legisla
tion to enact many laws rather rashly 
in some cases so that men are not free 
to do the thing which their fathers 
before them did, and this power must 
be used carefully, and that is why I 
think we should treat this Act which 
is a curtailment of liberty, hesitating
ly, and rthis legislation, I submit, is 
on all fours with the case I have just 
mentioned. It isn't right that the 
liberties of a subject be taken away 
just because matters have not been 
given the consideration they should 
have received. 
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That is why I have protested so 
strongly against this Bill; that is why 
I have suggested the holding over of 
this Bill for six months in order that 
it: might have the deliberate and 
mature consideration which it de
serves. 

I see no reason why a Bill of this 
nature should be brought in at this 
late session of the Legislature, or, I 
might say, at the dying mo1ments of a 
session of the House. \\1by was this 
measure not taken up months ago; 
why were the different aspects of the 
parties concerned left till this late 

. hour. I feel, :Mr. Speaker, a..id I feel 
that all the members of the House 
feel the same as I do; there is no
body who wants to pass any legisla
tion that will be detrimental to the 
clerks of this City; but I also feel that 
there should be no member of this 
House who wants to pass Legislation 
that will be detrimental to the small 
Shopkeepers of this City. 

I feel that this is purely a 'Muni
cipal matter and should be dealt with 
by the City Councillors. It is true that 
the suggestion was made that a sec
tion dealing with this should have 
been incorporated in the Charter vest
ing the necessary authority in the 
City Council. Invariably they put up 
the argument that they did not want 
to be burdened with something that 
would cause them unnecessary trouble. 
I say that if these men are prepared 
to put themselves up for nomination 
as Councillors, then they should be 
prepared to accept the ben·efits and 
shoulder the responsibilities that go 
with their appointments. They should 
have looked upon the welfare of the 
clerks and seen to the closing hour~ 
of the stores and not shirke'd their 
duty or pass the burden on to mem
be~s of this House. The fact they were 
not prepared to shoulder the respon-

sibility and take upon themselves the 
odium which was likely to react on 
them, does not mean that we should 
accept it. 

I have no desire to prolong this 
acrimonious discussion regarding the 
terms of this Bill. It ha.s been fought 
out in this House since yesterday at 
noon and all members have expressed 
their opinion either by voting or by 
voice. There has been more discussion 
on the Shop Closing Bill, one which 
only affects one section of fhe coun
try, than any that has effected the 
whole of Xwfoundland. There has 
been legislation vastly more important 
than this but still it has passed with 
little or no discussion. 

We offered a compromise of 50 per 
cent but even that was not acceptable 
by the other side and I think that our 
offers were going as far as an.y fair 
minded member of this House would 
accept, but our compromises fell on 
deaf ears because each and every 
compromise suggested met with 
counter re·buttals and it is clear to us 
·that our proposals must be of a de
trimental effect to those who are 
claiming that they are only looking 
to the interest of the clerks, and not 
for their own interests. 

\Ve made offers of paying all clerks 
time and a half for overtime work but 
that was turned down showing us that 
it was not the interest of the clerks 
that was in the minds of the men who 
are opposed to our views. We further 
made amendments that nobody who 
was working during the day would be 
asked to come back but once again we 
were opposed. 

We feel that we made every off er 
that it was possible to make to give 
the clerks better hours and better 
money but none of our proposals were 
accepted. 
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That can1 be done as suggested last 
night. But that is not the idea behind 
the Bill. It is not rthe interest of the 
clerks that is at sake, it is not the 
curtailment of closing hours that these 
people are concerned ·with, it is not 
the payment of overtime to these 
clerks that cause certain parties to 
worry over the passing of this Bill, 
oh, no, a blind man could see the idea 
behind this measure. A blind man 
could see that the primary motion be
•hind those who conceived this meas
ure is the diverting of the trade into 
one single channel in this ·capital city 
of the Dominion of Newfoundand, and 
I repeat what I said last night, that 
no free ~hinking British subject would 
stand for it, no British subject would 
stand for anything that would curtail 
the freedom of his activities in a free 
country, it is his birthright to be able 
to carry on his business in a manner 
in which he thinks fit. 

\Vho could vote for such a measure 
and still be true to the principles of 
British justice anld British fair play. 
Why are we so proud of our Constitu
tion? Why do we point with such 
pride to the unwritten Constitution of 
Britain? Why do we feel that is the 
best Constitution ever developed, the 
best Constitution ever known to man? 
Isn't is an accepted fact that no mat
ter what nationality a man lives un
der, he does not get more freedom 
under any natiornality than under the 
British Constitution? Does he not get 
more freedom under the British Flag 
than under any other fiag that floats 
in the .breeze? Is it not true that in 
the elasticitity of the British Constitu
tion which grew out of the develop
ment of the conventions of our an
cestors, that was born of the customs 
of our ancestors, is it not true that 
it is because of this elasticity that we 
are enabled to live and work with 
proper freedom within the British 

Empire. Take that a way from us, le
gislate in restraint of trade and YUu 

remove .the props from under that 
consolidation of the greatest Common
wealth of Nations that bas been known 
in this history of man. 

l\Ir. Speaker, as it is now 1.10 I 
would move that we adjourn until this 
afternoon. 

JIR .. PO>DESTER-I think that YoU 
might continue. 

HO:Y. ML~ISTER OF FI~A.NCE 6 
CTJSTOMS-Mr. Speaker, I don't know 
of any precedent laid down that the 
debate can Il'Ot continue over meal 
hour. 

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER-The 
only rule is that the House opens at 
3 o'clock and the Speaker leaves the 
Chair at 6.30 until 7.30, there is no 
provision for a morning session. 

HON. ML~ISTER OF FITANCE .& 
CUSTOJIS~fr. Spea~er, I think that 
I remember a session in 1921 or 1922 
when we had a morning session and 
we adjourned until after lunch. Maybe 
Mr. Puddester can enlighten us? I 
rronember the House was open at 10 
one morning and we spoke until 1 and 
then adjourn·ed until 3 o'clock. 

HIS HONOl1'R THE SPEAKER-I 
suggest that you continue until 1.30, 
if you are not finished at 1.30 we 
could take a motion for adjournment. 

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION
No. 

(Speaker puts the motion which is 
defeated.) 

· HON. MR. LEWIS-As I was saying, 
1\Ir. Speaker, the principle of this Bill 
strikes at the very root of what we 
know and hold . sacred in our British 
Constitution. Legislation like this is 
obnoxious, and when, in addition to 
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that fact "\\"'hen it is backed by am un
compromising force that intends to 
pas.s this legislation by brute force if 
necessary, there is ooly one thing that 
we can do and that is to oppose l1egis
la tion like this an strenously as we 
know how and personally I intend to 
do it arnd I can fighlt as hard as any 
member in this House. If we are de
feated we are pre:par·ed to accept it 
but not until we have strained every 
effort to prevent such a mea.sure be
coming a law and bec01ming engrossed 
on the Statute Books of ,this country. 

The condition of Newfoundland to
day, economLc.a.lly and fin·ancially, :Us 
ooie that calls for and requires - the 
mQlst serious consideration of the 
members of tJhe House. Unemployment 
is rife throughout the counttry, -every 
district has its shar·e and the respon
sibility thrown on the Government un
der such conditions is not a light one. 
Before the 30th of June com·es -a.round 
this year, the Government of this 
country will be faced wi1:Jh the situa
tion that they will have to find em
ploym1en1. or som1e mea.Il!s of relieving 
uniemployment. 

HON. llllNISTER OF FD"ANCE & 
CrSTOJIS-:\ir. Speaker, what con
stitutes a quorum? 

HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER-· 
Twelve constitutes a quorum, I think 
that there are thirteen present. 

HO:N. MR. LE1YIS-Mr. Speaker, as 
I was saying, before the 30th of June 
com·es around this year, the Govern
ment will be in the position where 
they will have to find employmem.1t for 
a vast number of our people and if 
the Government does not find that 
means of employm1enrt or some source 
of revenue for the people, the con
dition that will ex~st in our country 
will be a serious one. Mr. Speaker, we 
all realize that and appreciate it and 

in the face of the fact that there is 
an almost universal depression today, 
almost every country in the .world 
today is in bad economic straits, in 
the f.ace of that, 1see comi·ng into this 
House a measure poiinted at the runia
tion of a great many of our citiz·ens 
and if it goes into effect, it will aldd 
no .small number to those who are al
ready in .the •army of the unemrployed. 
They will be treated under this 
m,eeasure not as revenue pr·oducing 
citizens but they will have to close 
up their doors and shut down the lit
Ue businesses that they have taken 
years to develop. 

Such a condition of affairs I submit, 
Sir, is abhorrent a:nd intolerable and 
should re·oeiv·e soant toleration from 
this Assembly. Supposing, Mr. Speak
er, that these .sm,aUer men who are 
directly affecte.d by this Act have to 
close their doors and 1go out of ·bus
business; supposing these men have to 
put up their shutters and go into the 
i!n!solvency oourts. What is the re.sult 
going to he? Where is the pinch going 
to be felt? 

:JIR. E][ERSOX-Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to a potnrt of order. I would lime to 
point out to your Honor May's Parli
::tmentary procedure which reads as 
follows: 

(Reads) 

(Hon. Mr. Lewis ruled by the Speak
er to be in order.) 

HON. JIB. LE.WIS-Mr. Speaker, 
the m.otion of my learned friend to 
previent our even talking about this 
measure is con-sistent with his policy 
all along. If he had his way the whole 
matter would have been stifled and 
nobody would have beeru entitled to 
raise his voice. But, Mr. Speaker, we 
have the freedom of Speech and some 
of us are going to ruse it when we 
consider it in the interest of the pub
lic. To continue the matter which re-
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ference to the matter before the 
House. Every imaginable business that 
could be carried on in St. John's has 
been provided for in this Act. EYery 
building '\\"1here five cents worth of 
trade could be carried on has been 
thought of, and if it went through, 
Sir, I say the city of St. John's would 
look like a grave yard. 

I repeat again, why if this measure 
is in the interests of the clerks that 
it has not be so framed? The reason is 
not obvious, but it was made clear 
during the course of the debate yes
terday. It is nothing more or less than 
an attempt by a few merchants to 
monopolize the trade of this city. 

In moving, therefore, the Amend
ment that the consideration of this 
Bill be deferred for six months, I do so 
in the hope, that all ·parties concerned 
will have time to adjust their differ
ences in an amicable way and will be 
able to take advantage of a more op
portune time to submit a measure 
that will be acceptable to the great 
majority of our people; a measure 
that will not bristle with such dif
ficulties and will not tend to produce 
such disastrous results as the Act 
that is now attempted to be brought 
into force. 

Give them an opportunity to func
tion as they are en.titled to function 
and give them what they are entitled 
to as Britilsh subjects, the freedom of 
trade a!Ild the right to be treated on 
the basis of equality, arrd forget your 
closure methods and your discrimina
tory legislation, and forget your sec
tional ideas and forget your own per
sonal interests, if you are to legislate 
for the benefit of all concerned. 

"\V'hy do you oppose the payment of 
overtime to clerks a·nd why do you 
oppose the working hours for clerks? 
\"\"hat is the object? If you are sincere, 

why not put the Amendment through 
now? If the clerks really wanted this 
measure, I submit they would have 
received more in that Amendment than 
wha:t they ask. But it was at no time 
the intention of the members of the 
Opposition to vote for such an Amend
ment as that. They simply play on the 
fact that they can get sufficient men 
from this side of the House to support 
their measure no matter what it con
tains. 

On that grouind they are prepared to 
sit tight and allow this Act to be en
acted into law. I, therefore, move as 
an Amendment that this Bill be read 
this day six months. 

JTR. PUDDESTER.-~Ir. Speaker, I 
think we have reached this position 
that this Bill has been sufficiently dis
c.,ussed for every member of this 
House to cast an intelligent vote 
thereon. The motion is that the Bill 
be now read a third time; the Amend
ment is that the Bill be read this day 
six months. The Amendment referred 
to by the honorable member for Hr. 
Main has not yet been seconded. I beg 
now to move that the previous ques
tion be put to this House. 

)[R. EJIERSON.-I second that, Mr. 
Speaker, and would say that that 
must be put without debate. 

HON. JlilISTER OF FINAXCE AXD 
CrSTOJIS.-I rise to support the 
Amendment. 

MR. PUDDESTER.-The question 
must be put without debate. 

MR. FITZGIBBON.-When l\lr. Lewis 
sat down I arose with the intention of 
seconding the Amendment. 

JIR. Pl"'DDESTER.-You were not 
quick enough. 

HOX. 1'IIXISTER OF FIX .A~CE XND 
CUSTOMS.-Then I have very great 
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pleasure in seconding the Amendment 
now. 

JIR. PrDDESTER.-I rise to a point 
of order, and I appeal against the rul
ing of the Speaker. 

HIS HOXOUR THE SPEAKER.-! 
rule that the previous question can
not be moved, and I do so according 
to the Rules of the House. The hon
orable member for Bay de Verde has 
moved that the House be appealed to 
on this matter. I presume that re
quires to be seconded. 

JIR. El[ERSON.-I second it. 

HOX. 1'IINISTER OF FIX AXCE AXD 
Cl!STO~IS-l\Ir. Speaker, I rose a 
few moments ago to second a mo
tion so very well and ably proposed 
by my honorable friend and colleague 
1Ir. Lewis, representative of the Dis
trict of Harbour Main. I rise to sec
ond that motion and in doing so I am 
being consistent with the attitude I 
have taken in connection with this 
legislation ever since it came into the 
House. 

HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER.-! 
would ask the indulgence of the House 
if the Speaker would be allowed to 
leave the Chair for five minutes. 

RT. HON. THE PRDIE MINISTER. 
-I think we might concur unanimous
ly. 

l\Ir. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

HON. MINISTER OF FIXAXCE AXD 
Ct;STOJIS.-1\Ir. Speaker, before re
cess a difference of opinion arose; you 
had to give a decision which was sus
tained by this House. Before that I 
pointed out, before I went out, that 
the honourable member for Harbor 
Main had moved an Amendment to 
this Bill which is entitled "An Act to 
Regulate the Closing Hours of Shops 
within the Electoral District of St. 
John's East and West." 

Now l\Ir. Speaker, my colleague, 
Mr. Lewis has just moved an Amend
ment. that this Bill be given it's read
ing in six months time, and I take 
great pleasure in seconding the motion 
of my Honourable friend. 

In order that I may keep as close 
as possible to the question under dis
cussion, it will be best for me to 
read this Act section by section. PX

plaining each section as I go along 
and giving my views as to what effects 
this Bill will have, if it is adopted, on 
those of our community who will be 
affected by it. (Reads.) 

There is as yet no such Act as this 
recorded on the Statue Books of this 
country and one wonders who was first 
authorized to put this into law. Even 
the Select Committee appointed to go 
into this Bill found it so incompre
hensible that they could do nothing 
with it. It is unfair and unjust to the 
people affected by it and who had 
nothing to do with drafting it. It will 
bring about much suffering and hard
ship to a large body of citizens. 

(Reads.) 

Now, in this connection might I 
point out that if I did nothing else of 
a constructive nature to this Bill 
I did, at least, correct this error in 
the Bill, and how serious a mistake 
this was I will presently explain. A 
butcher is in many respects different 
from a grocer or other store-keepers, 
he has to get up in many cases in the 
morning and dress the meat which he 
has killed, sometimes the night before 
so as to be able to sell it when his shop 
opens at eight or nine the next morn
ing. Perhaps after the shop is closed 
he will go to his slaughter house to 
kill his cattle so as to be ready for 
the next day's business. It is also 
well known that it is a practice of the 
butcher shops to remain open until 
eleven o'clock on Friday evening in 
order to cater to the wants of the 



556 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

citizens. I think I have made it fairly 
clear that had this Bill gone through" 
with the mistake in it much incon
venience and hardship would have 
been the result, and I am proud to be 
able to associate myself with the cor
rection of this mistake. I might fur
ther say that these shops are in the 
habit of opening in the night for four 
days in the week in order to cater to 
their customers. l\Iay I say that this 
furnishes just another reason why this 
Bill should be given the most mature 
consideration as it is essential that 
such error be corrected. 

Mr. Speaker, I see it mentions soft 
drinks here, well there's no other 
drinks here, well there's no other 
drinks in the country except at the 
Controllers. Auto supplies, well, 
Gentlemen, I think that automobile 
supplies are a luxury, these were so 
included so as no discomfort would 
be caused the people who really pro
moted this Bill. Sale of newspapers; 
well, I don't think these constitute 
necessarles in fact if I may say so if 
we could cut out newspapers, we'd 
eliminate the source of much of our 
trouble. 

"\Vhile we're on this subject, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to draw attention 
to the editorial appearing in this 
morning's Daily News. I understand 
this wasn't a party measure but the 
Daily News here is trying to make a 
political football of it. I will now 
read this editorial for the House. 

(Reads.) 

What is hinted at is that the Prime 
~iinister had this rigged whereas I 
never discussed the matter with the 
Prime Minister. When the Prime 
Minister made this a non-party 
measure he gave myself and my 
colleagues freedom to discuss this 
matter as we personally saw it. 

Section 3 of the Act has been fought 
out by both sides and last evening it 

was practically decided that there 
would be a friendly Committee of 
three or four lawyers who would draw 
up an Amendment to this section. That 
Committee was to consist of my friend 
the Member for Placentia East, Mr. 
Le,vis the Member for Harbour Main 
and the Acting Deputy Minister of 
Justice all of whom are prominent 
members of the Legal Profession and 
aptly suited to draw up the Amend
ment. They draw up this Amendment 
which provided that all clerks who 
worked at night whether they worked 
on Water Street or elsewhere would 
be paid overtime. This Amendment 
was moved by me and seconded by 
the Member for Placentia East but 
was voted down by the members of 
this House. I will now read for the 
benefit of this House the Amendment 
that was turned down. (Reads.) 

Instead of this they wanted Section 
3 as it now stands this also I will 
read. (Reads.) 

Our side was prepared to meet them 
50/ 50. Before this Act was altered the 
stores could open every night of the 
week, we agreed to remain shut four 
out of seven nights but we asked 
to open the remaining three · nights 
but this was not agreeable, they want
ed some stores to open two nights and 
the remainder three nights or in other 
words as I have said before they 
wanted sectional Legislation. The 
other side would not budge but would 
only favour the Legislation that would 
put the small man out of business. 
They thought that Power, Might and 
Money should rule the City and put 
the small man out of business. If I 
were to allow such Legislation I 
would be unfaithful to my trust. 

I will now read Sub-Section 2. 
(Reads.) That section as originally 
intended was to allow any person who 
lived over a store to open it at night
time but any person for example who 
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Jived on Rennie's :\Iill Road and had 
a business on New Go,ver Street was 
not allowed to open the store even if 
he was prepared to work it alone 
without any outside help. This Amend
ment was only allowed to be inserted 
after continuous fighting by our side. 

There. was a party who went to this 
country having as a slogan a "square 
Deal to All'' and I feel that if Legisla
tion of this nature was to pass that 
we would not be giving a square deal 
to the small storekeepers of this City 
but some would be getting a round 
deal while others would not be getting 
any kind of a deal at all. As was said 
here the other night the big fish eat 
the small fish; now the big store
keeper or merchants of \Vater Street 
wish to devour the smaller shops. 

I think that the drafters of this Bill 
should have included a section that 
would have given the Council authority 
to close the stores at certain hours. 
\\.,.hy should we, as :Members of this 
House, have this burden thrown on us? 

There are so many sections in this 
Act, I will glance through the various 
heads. (Reads.) 

Mr. Speaker, I brought 
Estimates here a couple of 

in the 
weeks 

ago, covering the expenditures of the 
country for a period bf twelve months 
and I feel as Minister of Finance and 
Customs that the coming year will be, 
economically, the most serious one in 
the history of Newfoundland, from an 
economic and financial standpoint, 
and we heard less from the members 
of the Opposition on these Estimates 

I know of eight fishermen who are than we heard from them on this 
in this City at present who paid their 
accounts for last year but who can 
get no supplies for this year. I trust, 
l\Ir. Speaker, that I am not wandering 
away from the subject of this debate 
but I want to say that this afternoon 
I have to go down town and see if it 
is possible for these men to get fitted 
aut for the fishery. The big shop
keepers are not prepared to advance 
these supplies to these men so that 
they may prosecute the fishery but are 
looking to the Government to guar
antee the accounts. 

My first principal objection to this 
Bill was on the grounds that it was 
not a question for this House to Legis
late on but a matter for the Municipal 
Council and I still contend that there 
should have been a clause inserted 

. in that Bill that would haye given the 
Municipal Authorities to open or close 
the shops at a certain time and to 
look after the interests of the clerks. 

There was a Municipal Bill brought 
into effect in 1921, it was 100 pages and 
I think consisted of 390 Sections and 

Bill. What is the reason? The reason 
is obvious. There are one or two 
reasons. The first is that they have 
not the financial prosperty of the 
country at heart, the second is because 
they are fostering this Bill because 
they are personally interested in its 
adoption and I hold now that the 
Leader of the Opposition is personally 
interested and did everything he could 
to get it through. I came in here as 
l\1inister of Finance and Customs and 
I sat here in that chair, I am young, I 
grant you and maybe I have not had 
as much experience as some previous 
Finance Ministers, but I sat there for 
three weeks and I say that we did not 
have as much comment on the ex
penditures of the country as we had 
on this Bill. I claim that they are 
not sincere. When people are sincere 
and mean what they say, I take off 
my hat to them, but they are not in 
that calibre. The Budget Speech is 
sort of an auditors report, telling how 
the country stands financially. This 
year I brought in my Budget and I 
regret to say as Minister of Finance 
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and Customs that I could not bring in 
a better showing. I received fair 
criticism because the members of the 
opposition who citicised us were only 
concerned with two or three points 
where we had erred and they only 
pointed out three items where we could 
eliminate amounting to $27,000.00. 
They moved amendments to wipe out 
an expenditure of $27,000.00. Why, 
some of the merchants who are be
hind this Bill get more than $27,000.00 
in a year. 

To come back·to the point why this 
should be included in the :Municipal 
Act. Every man in this House agreed 
that it should be in there and why did 
they not put it in there? \Vhy did the 
people who are fostering this Bill try 
to railroad this through by brute 
force,, by the influence of their money 
and greed? I am still holding out in 
seconding the motion made by my 
colleague. He is the youngest man 
who ever sat in the Executive Govern
ment, he is a better man than any on 
the Opposition and as good a man as 
any member on this side. I predict, 
Mr. Speaker, that my name and that 
of my friend and colleague, Mr. Lewis 
will be hauled through these rotten 
sheets and our family history raked 
up and any mistakes we made will be 
hauled out and thrown at us in the 
editorials of these papers. 

These papers are controlled by 
those "financial wizards" of the 
country. If they spoke on behalf of 
the underdog, they would not get any 
advertising. Why, Cassius was a 
giant compared with them. They are 
not here to take the insult that I give 
them, I only wish they were, but I 
say that there were people brought 
here to interrupt me and prevent me 
from speaking and I say that as a 
Newfoundlander, I suppose I am at 
least entitled to call ~yself that, I re
sent such insults. Because I represent 
people of a fishing type, I come from 

a fishing class, I do not wish to boast 
about the fishing class but 90% of the 
members of this House are men that 
came from the fishing class. "'\'\"" e au 
came from the working classes with 
the exception of two or three monopol
ists on the other side. Last night fn 
this House some people were called 
"sharks" I pointed out that the real 
sharks were on the Opposition side of 
the House; people whose business has 
prospered at the expense of the tax
payers of this country. I say that 
there is not a word in that Act that 
suggests that the clerks be protectecl 
and I defy any man to point it out. 
This is a Shop Closing Bill brought 
in here to put a few small men out of 
business. A certain man was called 
here last night, a "shark" and the 
greatest shark of all is on the other 
side. I was a member of a GoYern
men here when at a party meeting 
right here in this House \vhen Mr. 
Monroe, the then Prime Minister was 
discussing the tariff measures, and the 
now Hon. Leader of the Opposition was 
telephoned to see if he was agreeable 
to eliminating the duty on lines and 
twines and he refused and now he 
has the unmigated gall to come ip 
here and call some shopkeepers 
sharks. 

Now we come down to Section 10 
and we find a deliberate attempt to 
fleece possible violaters of this Act, 
for the first offence they will be fined 
from $10.00, for the second $10.00 to 
$100.00 and the third $100.00 to $500.00. 
We were successful in the course of 
the debate in getting this cut down 
50% and we have come to the position 
where we have to be thankful for 
small measures. Now is the time if 
they have the interests of the work
ing people at heart, they never had a 
better opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, I hear the drums beat
ing, I hope that it is not an army 
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~dvancing, I can hear the trumpets 
sounding and I am wondering if an 
attack is going to be made .. 

ROX. DR. CAMPBELL-'\Ve are 
going to die sooner or later. 

ROX. iUINISTER OF FllAXCE .AXD 
CT:STOMS-Mr. Speaker, yes, we are 
all going to die sooner or later and 
if there is one thing I admire more 
than another, it is on a sinking ship 
the last man to leave the ship is the 
captain, but I will go down with this 
if necessary, gloriously, if you like, 
but if this Bill is passed it will be 
over my dead body, if you want to go 
that far. 

l\Ir. Speaker, to-day I received an 
anonymous letter which threatened me 
with violence, I am going to hand it 
over to the authorities, I know where 
such letters come from, I have a good 
idea, this was done to frighten me so 
that I would lie down and let this 
aggregation walk over me. If I lived 
for a hundred years I am prepared to 
go down for my views. I am sorry, 
Sir, that the Hon. "Members of the 
Opposition are not here that I might 
tell them what I think about them, the 
only thing I can say is that they are 
cowardly. 

Coming back, Mr. Speaker, to the 
question as to why this ~atter is 
before the Legislature at all, I want 
to point out that this is entirely a 
l\Iunicipal matter and as such it 
should have been nothing more or less 
than an appendage to the Municipal 
Act. Compared with other countries 
the city of St. Joh n's does not fare off 
so badly. The Fire Brigade receives 
government support and a great many 
other matters which in other countries 
are treated entirely as municipal 
affairs. In this my honourable and 
learned friend Dr. Campbell will bear 
me out. I might say in assing that the 
opinion of the Honourable ::\Iember has 

hardly been considered by the Com
mittee, and yet he represents the 
largest constituency in the country, 
and this Bill affects his constituency 
more than any other. 

If this legislation is brought into 
affect the burden of it will be felt in 
his district more than in any other, is 
it any wonder that he and his col
league, ~Ir. Fitzgibbon, should not 
stand idly by and allow this legis
lation to go through without even 
making a fight to stop it. As I said 
before, the matter should be consid
ered an entirely Municipal one. I an
ticipate that we will get considerable 
free advertising out of our action in 
fighting this Bill. I don't think either 
myself or my colleague, Mr. Lewis, 
will have to pay for any advertising 
for the next six months at least, but 
I say, Sir, if we were not prepared 
to fight this Bill we would not be fit 
to represent a working man's dis
trict. I daresay that for some time 
to come we're going to find it danger
cus to go into a store or do anything 
else. It's a good thing that barber 
shops have been excluded from this 
Bill, or if we went into a barber shop 
we would be liable to have our throats 
cut. 

One of the first things I noticed on 
reading this Bill was that the but
chers had been deliberately left out 
ot it, but as I pointed out •before, the 
tu tcher is one of the hardest kind of 
jobs; it is one of the hardest trades, 
with the longest hours in the com
munity, but no one, it seems, ever 
looked at that. Why should we come 
ir. here and effect legislation for only 
one part of the country. If we are 
going to put this Bill through at all 
why not let it apply to the whole 
country. If a clerk worked after six 
anywhere over the whole country, let 
him be paid for it. It is the same 
principle. The matter, as I said be-
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fore, should have · be·en left entirely 
in the hands. of the Municipal Council. 

Mr. Speake·r, I venture to say that 
' 

there is n·ot another city in the· world 
where legislation ·Of this nature is in 
force. It is certainly not so in New 
York. In Montreal it is not S·O, and in 
London and Paris they are open all 
the time. Now let U·S SUPP·OSe1 this 
Bill were to go into effect here and 
see · what would happen. Mr. Speaker, 
I just heard a very appropriate piece 
of music being played outside. 

Today we ·s;eem anxious to separate 
and keep one another down. There 
is no spirit of co-op.eration amo·ngst 
us. w .e wan't to put the small men 
out of business. There is no spirit of 
the day·s .of 1914-1918 left. I do not 
want to shout the praises of those 
who went overseas and fought for 
justice; but they fought that the little 
man in life may live. A scrap of 
r,aper was th·e cause of the world 
war, just a·s we have a scrap of paper 
here now to legislate the small busi
ness man in the community out of 
business, and there would be n,o Ted 
blood in my V·elns if I did n·ot rise up 
and protest strongly against such a 
course of action on the part of the 
Legi·slature. 

N·ow, Sir, I think I have done the best 
I can in connection with this Bill, 
and I intend to do still more, and if 
this Bill passes its third reading, I 
hope to be p·rimarily responsi1ble for 
some •organization in this community 
of some kind, and I am prepared to 
devote CODJliderable of my time to it 
the coming summ·er, to have owners 
of small stores come together in a c.o
operative fashion, becau·se if the big 
s1tore·s had their way people would go 
naked in this community today. Con
siderable criticism, pa·rticularly since 
I took charge of th·e Customs, has been 
mad·e by certain people with refer
ence to the J ew·s. In fact, ·some· have 

been attempting to crucify the Jews. 
The reas·on is that the Jews on Water 
Street, or. on any other street, are the 
keenest traders in the world. They go 
into the markets to buy, particularly 
in the United State·s.--

(Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod 
enters) 

Pursuant to Order, and on motion 
of Rt. H·on. the Prime Minister, that 
the Bill entitle·d "An Act to Regulate 
Closing H.ours of Shops Within the 
Electoral Districts ·of St. John's (City) 
East and West" be now read a third 
time, Hon. Mr. Lewis moved, and Mr. 
Fitzgibbon seconded, that the said Bill 
be read a third time six months hence. 

At thre·e of the clock, the Gentleman 
Usher of the Black Rod appeare·d at 
the Bar of the House with a Me·ssage 
from His Excellency the Governor 
commanding the attendance of the 
House in the Council' Chamber. 

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the 
House attended His Excellency in the 
Counctl Chamber. 

M·r. ·speaker at the Bar ·of the 
c .ouncil Chamber addressed His Ex
cellency as follows: 

l'/fay it Plea·se Y·our Excellency: 
The House of Assem•bly have· voted 

the Supply requir·ed to enable the 
Governme'.nt to ·defray the expenses of 
the Public Service. 

In ,the name of the Hous·e :of As
sembly, I pr·esent the following Bills 
for Your ·Excellency's assent: 

An Act for Granting to His Ma~ 

jesty ·Certain Sums of Money for De
fraying Expense·s of the Public Ser
vice f.or the Financial Y·ears ending 
th1e 30th day of June, 1931, an.d the 
30th day ·of Jun·e, 1932, and for ·other 
Purposes Relati'ng to the Public Ser
vice; 

Address to the King. 
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An Act to Amend the Act 20 George 
~:. Chapter 3, entitled '. 'An Act Author
izing the Governor in Council to En
ter into a Contract with the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company." 

-
An Act for the Prevention of Fraud 

in Connection with the Sale of Se
curities. 

An Act to Amend the Act 21 George 
1;, Chapter 14 (Summary Jurisdiction 
Act, 1930). 

An Act Relating to the Canning of 
r..·~ bbit s and other Food; 

An Act for the Grading of Potatoes 
and Turnips; 

An Act to Amend the Law Relating 
to Life Insurance; 

An Act Relating to the Keeping of 
Dogs ; 

An Act to fu.rther Amend Chapter 
35 of the Consolidated Statutes (Third 
Series) entitled "Of the Postal and 
Telegraph Services"; 

An Act Relating to the Mode 0f 
Collection of the Tax on Telegraphic 
::\1essages; 

An Act Re~ating to a Contract be
tween His Excellency the Governor in 
Council and The Terra Nova Oils 
Manufacturing Company, Limited; 

An Act to Amend "The War Pen
sions Act, 1922"; 

An Act Relating to the l\lemorial 
University College, St. John's; 

An Act to Amend the Act 20 George 
Y, Cap: 22, entitled "An Act Relating 
to the Establishment of a Customs 
Smelter in Xewfoundland"; 

An Act to Amend the Act 21 Geo. 
V, Chapter 15 (Crown Lands Act. . 
1930); 

Incorporate a Company under the 
Style and Title of the St. John's Gas 
Light Company"; 

An Act in Relation to a Contract 
for l\Iail and Passenger Service upon 
Conception Bay; 

An Act to Amend the Criminal 
Law; 

An Act to Facilitate the Operation of 
the l\" ewf oundland Hotel; 

An Act Respecting Health and Pub
lic Welfare; 

An Act to Amend Chapter 76 of the 
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series) 
entitled "Of the Permanent l\Iarine 
Disasters Fund"; 

An Act to give effect to a Protocol 
on Arbitr'ation Clauses signed on be
half of His :\lajesty at a meeting of the 
Assembly of the League of ~ations 

held on the Twenty-fourth day of 
September, 1923, and to a Convention 
on the Execution of Arbitral Awards 
signed on behalf of His :\1ajesty at 
Geneva on the Twenty-sixth day 1f 
September, 1927; 

An Act for the Raising of a Loan 
on the Credit of the Dominion for 
Certain Public Purposes. 

An Act Respecting a Reduction in 
the Public Exp€nditure for the Fiscal 
Year 1931-32; 

An Act Respecting Certain Retiring 
Allowances; 

An Act Further to Amend the 
"Revenue Act. 1925''; 

An Act for the Standardization of 
Ealt Codfish for Export; 

P. n Act Relation to the Internation-
al Grenfell Association; 

An Act to Amend the Act 59 Vic- An Act to Amend the St. John's 
toria. Chapter 39, entitled "An Act to :Municipal Act, i921; 
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An Act Respecting the Export of 
!\farine Shells from Labrador and the 
Islands adjacent thereto; 

An Act to Amend Chapter 216 of the 
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series) 
entitled "Of the Employment of :\Ien 
engaged in Logging"; 

An Act to Provide a Xational Flag 
for ~ewfoundland, and Colours to be 
\Vorn by_ Vessels; 

An Act Relating to the Department 
c1f External Affairs; 

An Act to Alter the Title of the 
Colonial Secretary. 

His Excellency was then pleased 
to make the following Speech to both 
Branches fo the Legislature: 

)Jr. President and Honorable Mem
bers of the Legislative Council: 

)Jr. Speaker and )!embers of the Hon
orable Houli\e of Assembly: 

It gives me great pleasure to relieve 
you from your legislative duties. 
Owing to the convening of the Session 
at an earlier date than has been 
usual in past years, it is possible to 
close now, and thus enable you to give 
your undivided attention to your or
dinary avocations. 

I thank you for the care and atten
tion which you have given to your 
legislative functions. 

I shall have pleasure in forwarding 
to His :\Iajesty the King the humble 
Ac!dress of this Legislature praying 
for the passing of an Act to give ef
fect to certain declarations and reso
lutions of the Imperial Conferences of 
1926 anJ 1930. 

The Act respecting Health and Pub
lie \Velfare is one that should result 
i.u the closer co-ordination and more 
e('onomical administration of the vari
ous charitable institutions and pub
~i..; health strvices, with consequent 

benefit to those of the public who may 
need to avail of them. 

The Act for the Preventbn of Fraud 
ii;. connection with the sale of secur
ities ";ill do much to safeguard inves
tors, while that respecting Life In
surance brings our law into harmony 
with modern legislation elsewhere, 
thereby facilitating the transaction of 
insurance business. 

One of the most important of the 
Acts passed this Session is that relating 
to the Standardization of Salt Codfish. 
.\.nythin~ that will tend to the im
provement of the quality of fish ex
ported wi!l doubtless have a beneficial 
effect on the markets. It is to be 
hoped that the loyal co-operation of 

a 11 interested will, under the pro
visions of the Act, secure for our 
staple in-1ustry those benefits which 
tt:is legislation is designed to provide. 

Jir. Speaker and :Jiemher'\ of the Hon
orahl~ House of A.ssen1bly: 

I thank yoa for the provision which 
you have mane for the various Depart
rr ents of the Public Service. The an
ti8ipated shortage of rtvenue in the 
next fiscal year will, in large measure 
be met by the reductions you have 
made in the Estimates, combined with 
the further savings to be effected un
der the separate Act which you have 
l a.::sei for an additional reduction in 
the Public expenditure. 

:JTr. President and Honorable Mem
hers oi the Leg:slathe Council : 

Jfr. Speaker and )[embers of t:he Hon
orahle House oi Assembly: 

It is gratifying to observe that. 
while the mills manufacturing ne·ws
print in --Canada haYe reduced their 
0utput by fifty percent, the mills 
operating in ~ewfoundlc:.nd show an 
increase in production. 
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I hope as you leave these legis
lative halls to resume the conduct of 
your business, you may find a light
ening of the clouds of depression, and 
such signs of reviving trade and re
turning prosperity as will enable you 
to face the future with confidence and 
courage. I trust that in the coming 
months Providence may smile upon 
us and crown the labors of our people 
with success. 

After which the Honorable Presi
dent of the Legislative Council by 
Command of His Excellency said: 

Gentlemen: It is His Excellency's 
"'\\i""ill and Pleasure that this General 
Assembly be prorogued until Wednes
day, the twenty-fourth day of June 
ensuing, then and here to be holden, 
and this General Assembly stands 
prorogued accordingly. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

Legislative Council during the Third Session 

of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly 

Begun and holden at St. John's, in the said Dominion, on Wednesday, 
the Eleventh Day of Jlfarch, Anno Domini, Nineteen Hundred 

and Thirty-One, being in the twenty-first Year of the Reign of 
His Majesty, Our Sovereign Lord, George, by the Grace of God~ 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Def ender of the Faith, 
Emperor of !ndia. 

WEDNESDAY, Jiarch 11th~ 1931. 

This being the day appointed by 
Proclamation for the meeting of the 
Legislature. 

At five minutes to three o'clock p.m. 
the Council met. 

At three o'clock His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir John Middleton, K.B.E., 
C.:'..\I.G., etc., having arrived at the 
Council Chamber, and being seated on 
the Throne, the Hon. the President 
commanded by the Gentleman Usher of 
the Black Rod to proceed to the Com
mons House of Assembly and inform 
the Speaker and ~embers thereof that 
it is His Excellency's will and pleas-

ure that they attend at the Bar of this 
House; and they being called thereto, 
His Excellency was pleased to open 
the present session of the Legislature 
by reading the Speech froru the 
Throne. The members of the Lower 
House then returned to their Chamber 
and His Excellency was pleased to re
tire. 

The Council re-assembling and a 
copy of His Excellency's Speech having 
been left for the Hon. the President, 
it was read by the Clerk. 

HOXOR.ABLE SIR TASKER COOK 
-1\'Ir. President, since the last meet
ing of the Legislature our Chamber 
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has sustained a severe loss in the 
death of the Hon. John Anderson. He 
impressed his personality upon all 
with whom he came in contact. His 
wide expelience in commercial affairs 
was of inestimable value in connectio.:.i 
with the deliberations of this Chamber. 
He took particularly keen interest in 
financial affairs and his criticisms 
were invariably of a constructive na
ture. He will, of course, bP best re
membered by his connectio·1 'Vith what 
is known as the "UaJ!ight Savins 
Bi11," an enactment w1lir'1 has con
ferred incalculable benefits upon 01~r 
people. Living as we do in the nortt.
ern latitudes the early closing in of 
our evenings in the summer time 
formerly deprived us of tbe benefits 
of many hours of daylight. M:r. Ander
son changed these conditions by pro
viding us with an extra hour of day
light, and his name will go down to 
future generations connected with that 
particular piece of legislation of which 
he was so proud. His sympathies were 
always with the poor, and his hercu
lean efforts to better their living con
ditions by the inauguration of a hous
ing scheme are fresh in the minds of 
all. 

Mr. Anderson came to this country 
at the age of 20, and was not long 
working with a local firm when his 
ambition and enterprise induced him 
to embark upon an independent com
mercial career. By hard work and 
ability he built up a flourishing busi
ness in this City, but still found time 
to devote a considerable part of his 

leisure to public affairs. He was for

tunate to have lived long enougC. to 

witness the great success achieved by 

his son, ::\Ir. John l\Iurray Anderson, 

who is hailed as one of the greatest 

producers of theatrical entertain

ments, not alone in the United States, 

but in the world. 

I move that a Resolution of SYin
pathy be conveyed to his relatives in 
the following terms: 

"RESOLVED that this House de
"sires to record the expres::;ion of 
"its deep regret at the death, since 
"the last session of the Legislative 
"Council, of the Hon. John Anderson • 
"member of the Legislative Council , 
"and some time member c_ the 
"House of Assembly." 

HO::V. MR. )llJRPHY, in seconding 
the Resolution, said that he had 
known the late Hon. John Anderson 
for a very long period. His Daylight 
Savings Bill was a great thing for this 
country, and even those who had op
posed it now agreed as to its worth. 
Its benefit was evidenced by the fact 
that many other countries now had the 
same legislation. He had known the 
late Mr. Anderson well, and had many 
business dealings with him, and al
ways found him a very fine character 
indeed. It would be better for New
foundland if she had more citizens like 
the late ::\Ir. Anderson. 

The motic.n being put was carried 
unanimously, and it was ordered ac
cordingly. 

RO~. SIR TASKER COOK-::.\1r. 
President, within a very few davs of 
the closing of the last session of the 
Legislature another of our members, 
Hon. Samuel K. Bell, passed away. He 
had been a member of this Chamber 
for thi .... teen years, and his wide know
ledge of shipping conditions generally 
stood him in good stead when con
c:;idering legislation bearing upon all 
departments of our maritime life. l\ir. 
Bell was a fine exam :;>le of a man who~ 
born in one of our outports, by sheer 
ability, strength of cha!"acter and de
termination, worked his way up to a 
post of high responsibility in this 
country. Perhaps he was best known 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 5 

for his splendid work in connection 
with the construction of the Dry Dock 
in St. Jchn's in 1885, and the greatest 
tribute to his ability and the thorough
ness with which he executed the work 
entrusted to his care was revealed 
"-hen the p:·asent concrete dock was 
constructed ~rr 192t;. When the contract
.ors came to dismantle the old dock, 
the wood work and general timbering 
was found to be in first-class condi
tion after a period of forty years. His 
reputation as a shipwright spread be
yond the confines of this country, and 
the splendid work whicl:'. he did in con
nection with the S.S. Rothe::-dam ex
cited the admiration of the o-wners of 
that steamer, with the result that they 
placed her on exhibition at her hom~ 
port, Xewcastle-on-Tyne. 

rated a richly stored mind, a keen in
tellect and phenomenal industry. 
Every worthy cause found in him a 
staunch advocate. Any movement 
which tended to uplift the people of 
the country, to improve their position, 
would always enlist :...is energies. His 
name will, perhaps, be best known to 
posterity as the father of "Daylight 
Saving" to this c Jun try. His persistent 
advocacy of the "Daylight Savings 
Act," the wealth of information he 
brought to bear, the patience display
ed in piloting this measure through 
the House, and his answers to its 
critics prove his skill as a parliament
arian and keen debater. We shall 
miss his youthful enthusiasm and op
timistic outlook 

The other Hon. gentleman, Mr. Bell, 
Mun of ::.\1r. Bell's knowledge and may be said to be a pioneer in his 

expe:;ience are rare in any country, 
and it is vith a sincere sense of his 
loss that I move that a Resolution of 
Sympathy be conveyed to his relatives 
in the followoing terms: 

"RESOLVED that this House de
" sires to record the expression of its 
"deep regret at the death, since the 
"last session of the Legislature, of 
"the Hon. Samuel K. Bell, member 
"of the Legislative Council." 

HO:X. JIR. SIXXOTT praised the 
work of the Hon. l\Ir. Bell and pointed 
out that his was a practical mind; he 
had been of the greatest benefit to the 
Legislative Council because of his 
grasp of the commercial problems of 
the country. 

HOl\. THE PRESIDE~T-1 wish to 
associate myself "\Vith ~he expression 
of regret containec1 in the Resolution. 
The Hon. l\lr. Anderson was for a long 
period a member of this Council and 
during his career as a member of this 
Chamber he brought to bear ir:. the 
many discussions in whlch he partici-

avocation. By his death we lose an
other of those unobotrusive men who 
in a silent but efficient way serve their 
country's interest. Difficult and com
plex problems in shipbuilding always 
found him ready with a solution. He 
belonged to a type of skilled workmen 
who are too rapidly passing from our 
midst. He was a man of irreproachable 
character and an ideal citizen. In the 
sphere of industrial activity which the 
Hon. gentleman pursued, he showed a 
degree of mechanical skill which 
would have given him a foremost place 
in the industrial life of the country. 
His intelligent grasp of the country's 
problems showed him to be a man of 
such ab1lity as is needed in a country 
such as ours. 

Both Honorable gentlemen lived to 
more than the allotted span of the 
Psalmist. Both gave their time and 
talents unstintingly to the count1·y·s 
best interests, and no narrow iines 
marked their views and efforts. 

The motion, being put, :vas c::JsrieJ 
unanimou~ly. 
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HON. HARLOD M.ACPHERSOX-1\Ir. 
President, I rise to move that a Select 
Committee be appointed to draft an 
Address in Reply to the gracious 
Speech with which His Excellency has 
been pleased to open the present ses
sion of the Legislature. 

It is fitting that reference has been 
made to the death of Her late Royal 
Highness, the Princess Royal, and we 
are glad to note that His Excellency, 
on behalf of his Ministers and the peo
ple of Newfoundland, duly offered most 
respectful and heartfelt sympathy to 
their Majesties. 

It is gratifying to note the able man
ner in which Newfoundland was re
presented in the proceediLg of the Im
perial Conference, held in London dur
ing the months of October and Novem
ber. In addition to the press reports, 
enthusiastic letters from Newfound
landers in London have been received 
One writes: "Your Prime Minister was 
absolutely splendid during the Imperial 
Conference, and he has left (and also 
Lady Squires) a great impression here. 
He was so active and full of energy, 
he appeared as if he could accomplish 
anything, however difficult. It was 
most encouraging to see our country 
so well represented. We had a trP.

mendous amount of publicity, very 
much more than we ever had before 
and it is already working to our ~d
vantage in business matters." 

We are all gratified that the repre
sentative of Newfoundland at that 
Conference was honored in his own 
person, and on behalf of Newfound
land, by being appointed :i member o! 
His Majesty's Privy Council, an honur 
which bas been aptly called the "Vi~
toria Cross of Statesmanship," and 
we take this opportunity of publicly 
expressing our congratulations. 

Though not 
Speech, may I 

mentioned in 
be permitted, 

the 
.I.VI r. 

President, to also offer sincere con
gratulations to the Hon. Sir Tasker 
Cook, the genial leader of the Govern
ment in this House, upon his being 
created a Knight Bachelor. Sir Task-3r 
has received well-merited recognition 
of a life of public usefulness and se!"
vice. 

We note that the Inspector Gene~·al 

of Police, and head of the Fire De
partment (Mr. C. H. Hutchings, K. ·~ .) 
who was a member of the Economk 
Commission , has renderf>rt valuaLle 
services to Newfoundland <luring tbe 

past two years, and who has a record 
of war work to his credit. was honor-
ed in being appointed a CompaLion of 
the Most Distinguished Order of St . 
Michael and St. George; and that the 
cause of education in Newfoundland 
was especially recognized by the pro
motion of the Secretary for Educa
tion, Dr. V. P. Burke, from the ranlc 
of Member to that of Officer of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. Both these citizens a r e 
wcrthy of the honors bestowed upo.'l 
them t.iy their Sovereign, and we ten
der th£m too, Olr· hearty congra~u

lations. 

It is very gratifying to note tha t 
the exports of pulp and paper from 
Grand Falls and Corner Brook showeJ 
an increase of 32,000 tons for the fi5-
cal year 1929-30, as compared with 
the previous year, with an increa~~eci 

value of one million dollars, and Pu~t 
the exports from Buchans showed 'c:tn 
increase of 360,000 tons with an en
hanced value of three and a quarter 
million dollars. 

Newfoundland is very fortunate i u 
that during the last few years the 
total value ot our exports exceeded our 
imports by $8.000,000. Such a favor
able balance of trade is a great asset 
to Newfoundland and augurs well for 
her future. 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 7 

It is true, as stated in the Speech, 
that the export of our fishery pr.)
ducts has dropped from being 90% of 
our products to below 50%. This is 
regrettable. but there is compensation 
in the fa~t that during a lean year, 
whPn nnr flc::hi:>rv i:>irnnrt~ ~rP ~t ~ 

minimum, our balance of trade can be 
· maintained, and unemployment ameli
orated through our newly developed 
industries. We rejoice, too, that there 
has been marked progress in the ex
portation of salmon, smelts, cod and 
other fish in cold storage, and in this 
connection it is encouraging to note 
that legislative action regarding 
standardization is seriously consider
ed. While I understand this legisla
tion refers to codfish for export, it em
braces also our products generally 
Quite a saving could be made an
nually if a standardization of the 
potato were made, as at present the 
same farmer and neighborhood plant 
several varieties, so that in purchas
ing a carload one may sometimes find 
early, medium and. late varieties, also 
reds, whites and blues intermixed, 
with the result that the e1rly and 
non-keeping variety rots and infects 
those near with the rot, with conse
quent ..J:iea vy loss. To the consumer, 
too, this condition is most unsatisfac
tory. In a Canadian province the 
farmers select one or two varieties 
only and sack them, with the result 
that there is a minimum of loss when 
same are carried over the winter. 

In agriculture the policy of the 
present Minister of Agriculture in en
couraging several years ago one 
standard breed of cattle, namely, the 
Ayreshire, which was considered most 
suited to the country's requirements, 
has resulted in quite an improvement 
in cattle and a conformity to that 
type. 

The co-operation of the Empire 
Marketing Board with the Newfound .. 

land Government is of outstanding im
portance to this country, and the 
Government deserves warm congratu- · 
lations on its farsightedness in in 
augurating this scheme, and in se 
curing the services of such an out 
standing Marine Biologist as Dr 
Harold Thompson, and in having as
sociated with him in this work l\'Ir. 
George Whiteley, jr., whose family 
has been prosecuting the fisheries for 
generations. Mr. Whiteley, the first 
man to graduate in the Dalhousie Uni
versity's new course in Marine Biology, 
is at present associated with Dr. A. 
G. Huntsman, Director of the Biologi
cal Board of the Dominion of Canada. 
Dr. Huntsman's name is well known 
in Newfoundland, as he has published 
booklets dealing with the oceangraphy 
of our waters. 

The Newfoundland Fisheries Re
search Commission consists of the 
Prime Minister, Mr. J. Lewis Paton, 
M.A., Mr. D. James Davies, C.B.E., J.P., 
ESc., F.I.C., F.G.S., F.C.S., Sir William 
Coaker, K.B.E., and the Leader of the 
Opposition, and is under the chair
manship of the genial, competent and 
enthusiastic Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries. It will therefore be seen 
that the Commission has a very 
strong personnel, and we trust that 
this much-needed Fisheries Re~earch 
Commission will be most helpful in 
<>rP.atine" a more intellig-ent and con
structive knowledge relative to our 
fishing industry. Newfoundland is to 
pay half the cost this research entails, 
the Empire Marketing Board contri
buting the other half. 

We are glad to read that the re
railing of our cross-country line has 
now been completed, and that it is not 
anticipated that any capital expendi
ture on railway account will be neces
sary during the coming fiscal year. 
From recent travels, I have pleasure 
in stating that our Railway compares 
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favorably with any railway in British 
North America, both as regards 
smoothness of transit and service, and 
great credit is due the management 
for its present state of efficiency. 

The erection of an up-to-date ma
chine shop and equipment, with the co
operation of the machine shop and the 
dry dock, should insure lJetter service 
in handling repairs to disabled ships. 

Owing to her connection with the 
outside world, Kewfoundland has been 
unable to escape the general depres
sion of the past 12 months, though 
conditions here are not so severe as I 
have noticed them in Canada and the 
U.S.A. At a moment when everything 
was booming and prices of commodi
ties were very high, an over-produc
tion in certain commodities caused a 
general slump. This slump in prices 
created a fear which drove the dol
lar into hiding when it should have 
been at work offsetting the effects of 
the slump, and in making jobs for the 

buy the same now for $100.00, repre
senting a reduced cost of aproximatd
ly 30%. Lighter groceries such as 
dried fruits, biscuits, etc .. though con
siderably lower, have not depreciated 
to the same extent. 

To feed his cattle and poultry: 

Corn :Meal, costing last winter $2, 70, 
is now $I.90. 

Oats $3.60, now $2.80 a bag. 

Bran $2.25, now $1. 75 bag, etc. 

Likewise Drygoods reductions would 
average at least 20 per cent 

On a conservative estimate, there
fore, it may be said that 75 cents t his 
year will purchase as much as a dol
lar last year. 

Unfortunately last Fall our fisher
men found that with an undera verage 
catch and an extremely low price they 
were unable with their diminished in
come to pay for their supplies pur-

unemployed. It is, however, not like chaser at the higher prices. 
Newfoundlanders to surrender to fear. 
That courage, faith, grit and confi
cence that have gained for them th€ 
title "better than the best," have never 
been more needed than right now. 

Regarding the possibilities of this 
year's fishery, I would like to make a 
few comparisons of last year's prices, 
and the general commodity costs of 
today. 

When the fisherman fitted out last 
Spring it was with: 

$9.00 flour now costing $6.50. 

$30.00 pork, now costing $20.00. 

$26.00 beef, now costing $15.00. 

$5.75 peas, now $4,75 per 100 lbs. 

$9.00 beans; now $5.50 per 100 lbs. 

This means that whereas last year 
the fisherman spent $140.00, he can 

It is anticipated that the Customs 
revenue for the current fiscal year 
will show considerable short'lge. Our 
main revenue is Customs revem.te, the 
greater portion of which is collected 
upon ad valorem duties. A drop in the 
price of commodities at the source 
means a correspondi:::ig decrease· in re
venue. The consumer gets the benefit 
L.ot merely of the drop in the price 
of the article but alsc of the lesser 
duty payable on that article. I am fully 
eonvinced that for the past ten years 
(and increasing from year to year) 
through fraudulent practice and fals
ified invoicing our Customs has been 
robbed of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars annually. In my opinion these 
corrupt practices have been heretofore 
confined to a foreign element of shop
keepers. but failure to enforce penal
ties, when such practices have been 
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uncovered and the consequent unfair
ness of competing against such 
meth<,rls, has caused these demoraliz
ing practices to spread and corrupt 
heretofore honest traders, and i~ is my 
helief th:it unless cor1fiscation, ~orfeit
n re of right to re-open business and 
prison sentences are enforced when 
rliscovery of such practice is made, a 
will bec<?rne quite impossible in time 
to cope with this matter. The loss of 
the reven"ue is twofold in that a per
son who will defraud the revenue in 
one way will also fail to disclose his 
income when taxable. in another. 
Furthermor a t::1e hones~. trader finds 
himself unable to compete. 

It is regrettable a.at anot'1cr loan 
hill has tc. be introduced. we trust, 
however. that any moneys so raised 
will be strictly applied to public ne
cessities only. 

"·itu regard to tbe census, I under
stand at first the Government thought 
the census would not be taken this 
year. because of the necessity for 
economy, but in view of the :act that 
this is a year of the world census. and 
more particularly having regard to 
local conditions, under which our 
educaConal votes, and a considerable 
portion of public works and marine 
votes are allocated on a per ca pita 
basis, it was afterwarrls agreed that 
the census should be undertaken. That 
this is wise may be instanced in the 
development of the town of Buchans, 
in the Grand Falls district, which 
means an increased population in this 
conf.tituency, as the present per capita 
grants on the district are based upon 
the census taken in 1921. This district 
now receives less than it should and 
justice can only be done bv ascertain
ing the correct figures -~irough the 
medium of the census. This applies 
also to the Humber Di8frict where 
Corner Brook, Deer Lake and Howley 
have been developments of the past 
10 years. 

At the last session of the Legisla
ture, it was announced in the Speech 
from the Throne, that a claim had 
been made upon the Government for 
the payment of interest on the guar
antees provided for by the Hotel 
Facilitiec Acts of 1925 and 1926. The 
Hotel Company has since gone into 
liquidation and the receiver has been 
appointed. The Government conse
quently became liable for the amount 
of its guarantee. This condition -was 
anticipated last year and provision to 
meet that liability to the amount of a 
half million dollars was n:.ade in last 
year's loan. The Government succeed
ed in preventing the total collapse of 
the enterprise which otherwise would 
have involved a practical total loss 
to the Colony. It is true that the 
country will prabably acquire th~ 

property for the amount named, but 
while an asset to the town, it is very 
unlikely to pay even a nominal inter
est on the amount it will cost us. 

The proposed legislation includes a 
Public Health Bill which consolidates 
thP P.xisting law and remodels the 
Public Health system of the country. 

Legislation regarding life insurance 
is to be introduced which Act will 
a:igne the Newfoundland Insurance 
1:1.w with that of Canada, providing 
K ewfoundland policy holders with all 
the advantages and privileges, which 
Canadian policy holders now enjoy. It 
is estimated that tber"' is 50 million 
dollars worth of life insurance carried 
in Newfoundland. 

The Government is to be congratu
lated on its decision to have legisla
tion re hrokers introduced, as haJ. 
such legislation been made and en
forced during the pa.:;t decade, New
foundlanders would be much better 
off to-day as much worthless paper 
mif~named securities have been readily 
sold in our Dominion during the re
cent boom years. 
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We are informed .. ~.,4.c the Banks of 
England, Canada, U. S. A. and New
foundland hold greater savings de
posits than at any time in the history 
of the world. This reserve is latent 
prosperity when confidence returns 
and that money is put to work. 

In closing I would recommend the 
practice of courage, calmness, steadi
ness, Newfoundland common sense, 
and the co-operation of all cJ.1.sses in 
creating that atmosphere of confidence 
a11d faith, which will hasten the day ot 
the restoration of prosperity. 

I move Mr President that a Select 
Committee be appointed to draft an 
Address in Reply to the Speech with 
which His Excellency has been pleas
ed to open this session of the Legis
lature. 

HO~. JOHN DA VEY-Mr. President, 
I beg to second the motion that a 
Select Committee be appointed to 
draft an Address in Reply to the 
gracious Speech with which His Excel
lency has been pleased to open the 
present session of the Legislature. 

In the .first place, I wish to extend 
llearty congratulations to the Hon. 
Harold Macpherson on the honour 
which has been conferred upon him 
by His Gracious r\'.I:ajesty the King in 
creating him a member of this, the 
Legislative Council of Newfoundland, 
and feel sure that on behalf of all 
those who have occupied seats here 
for many years I can exten 1 to the 
Hon. -:.\Ir. :\1acpherson a hearty wel
come. The able and practical manner 
in which he has made his maiden 
speech in our Parliament i..J.dicates 
that his addition to this Chamber is 
one of outstanding value and import
ance. 

This session of the Legislature is 
one of more than usual importance, 
in that we a:re this year formally and 

officially stepping out on a platform 
of Dominion status. The Mother Coun
try has truly in constitutional matters 
been the guiding parent for the con
stitution of the entire English-speak
ing world. Newfoundland began as a 
Crown Colony, with its affairs ad
ministered exclusively from the Col
onial Office at Downing Street. After 
years of work as a Crown Colony, 
Newfoundland had reached a stage ot 
development which enabled her to 
step forward as a self-governing Col
ony with Responsible Government, 
and now, after a century, Newfound
land takes the fu:-ther step of full and 
complete responsibility on the same 
constitutional basis as the Great 
Dominions of the British E mpire, 
Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, 
Australia and the Irish Free State. It 
gives me particular pleasure, there
fore, to be identified with this, the 
fnrmHl OYlPning- of thi~ Parliament. as 
seconder to an address to the re
presentative in this country of His 
Majesty the King. 

The Speech frJul the Throne in
dicates progressive development ot the 
affairs of the country. Those of us who 
are members of this Chamber, identifi
ed as we all are with the large com
mercial interests of the country, es
pecially appreciate the business abil
ity dispayed on the part of those who 
hold seats in the House of Assembly 
as representatives of the people. 

Life insurance, to which reference 
is made, is a matter of very great im
portance to this country. Life in sur
ance policies form the basis of a con
siderable amount of the savings of the 
people, and the security u pon which a 
very substantial amount of commer
cial business is undertaken. Practical
ly all insurance companies doing bus
iness in Newfoundland are Canadian 
companies. For many years past the 
Dominion of Canada has been strug-
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gling to secure a unified life insurance 
1aw. That has been achieved so far as 
it relates to all the English-speaking 
provinces of the Dominion of Canada. 
Quebec alone, witn its French civil 
Ia w, as distinct from British law, re
m::1 in~ ontsi<lP thP scone of unified le
gislation. N'ewfoundland steps in the 
march of life insurance progress in 
the bill which is foreshadowed in the 
speech. 

The importance o drastic legisla
tion in the matter of brokerage and 
bond houses is highly rated and ap
peals particularly to members of this 
Chamber. The fact that not only the 
Opposition as a group and the Board 
of Trade as an organization. but 
hundreds of people not connected 
with either. claim that this legislation 
is their idea, shows that the Govern
ment will have very strong backing in 
connection 'vith this matter. 

The financial affairs of Xewfound
land ar~ also matters which especial
h- interest members of this Chamber. 
because here are gathered together 
many of those who carry the heaviest 
financial burdens in the handling of 
the country's credit. Our tariff is hasen 
mainly on an ad valorem duty. That 
means that as the price of goods in 
the world market drops. the New
foundland tariff drops almost propor
tionately. The drop in the price of 
commodities gene;:al'y, foodstuffs. <ln~ 
goods. hardware. and almost everv
tbing else. bas had it:; effect upon the 
revenue of the Colony. Let me give ar. 
illustration of how that works out. 
Take a class of goods on which there 
fa an ad valorem duty of forty per 
cent. If the article in thP. foreigy1 mar
ket costs $2.00. the duty < n that item 
would be eighty C'Pnts .. which wonl d 
mean $2.80. to which would be: add~d 
certain freight. insurance and hanci
ling charges. overhearl expenses. and 
bank interest and exchang" charges 

in many cases, and a profit to the 
people who are carrying on the bus
iness, the result being the retail price 
as the article goes to the consumer. If 
that article in the foreign market 
drops from $2.00 to $1.00, the duty 
r,aid on it is forty cents, the freight, 
1,an dling and overhead charges may bo 
rhp same. but the insurance charges 
wnllld be cut in two, the amount added 
for profit would be cut in two or prac
' i<'a lly so. with the result that the cost 
qf the article to the consumer would 
nP not only re1Juced by the lessened 
1•oi::t abroad, lut reduced by half of the 
rtnty charges, and probably by half of 
1 he insurance and profit charges. This 
rnf am: that i~ a country sucb as ourR, 
'''here our ievenue has an ad valororn 
ha sis, the revenue falls in proportion 
1 n the fall in the price of the artie:e:; 
where the price of the article is cut 
tn two in the foreign market. the re
"Pnue to Newfoundland is cut in two. 
"- P conse~Hf-,.!tty must expect a vet·v 
"'· •1ch ~ . .:u:tlle1 Customs revenue thi<;; 
\ r•ar tha11 la:.;t :·~ar. Just what .:he 
"'"l'rtage ·n ,~., enue will be because 
or the reduced cost of imported goodq, 
1 do not know. That is a matter which 
will be brought before us in the Bud
get Speech of the Hon. the Minister 
of Finance and Cuc:;toms, but it is <t 

matter which 0n this. the opening day 
of the Leginlature, we should consider 
and anticipate. 

The reorganization of the Poor 
Asylum and the Infirmary in connec
tion with that Institution, the re
organization of the Lunatic Asylum, 
so that it may be not only the place 
for the detention of people who are 
mentally diseased, but a place where 
mental diseases may be treated, and 
in many instances cured, the activities 
of the Government in the matter of 
Public Health, General Hospital and 
Sanitarium reorganization, are all 
matters which commend themselves to 
us as the activities of a Government 
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active and business-like in its 
methods and devoting its energies to 
public de\'elopment and public im
proYement. 

I think the Government '!-:.ts to be 
congratulated on the early opening of 
the House. Last year the House did 
not open until the 28tl! of :\Iay. The 
lateness of the session was due to the 
fact that there were three by-elections 
pending and the Gov~rnment decided 
these should be held befor 3 the House 
was ..... ctually called in session. This 
ye~r there are no by-electionf', the 
business for the House has be·.:!:l g::it 
ready at an early date, and, in co~ 

junction with my fellow members of 
the Council, I feel that this season of 

the year, which from a commercial 
standpoint we consider the dull season 
is the most approporiate time for the 
opening of the session, because now 
we have a much greater opportunity 
of giving attention to public affairs 
with a minimum of interfer3nce with 
our own commercial activities. 

I feel that I should not sit down 
with,~mt giving an expression of the 
appreciation which every Newfound
lander feels at the action of His 
:Majesty the King in having honoured 
our Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Sir 
Richard A. Squires, P.C., K.C.M.G., 
K.C., by making him a member of His 
Majesty's Privy Council. This recogni
tion by His Gracious Majesty of Sir 
Richard A. Squires is one of which we 
all feel proud. It is much more than a. 
high tribute to him personally; it is 
an honour in which every Newfound
lander ·, .lares. 

The Hon. the President appointed 
the following committee to draft the 
Address in Reply to the Speech from 
the Throne: Hon. J. J. Murphy, Hon. 
John Davey, Hon. H. Macpherson, 
Hon. J. P. Ayre, and Hon. E. Sinnott. 

Hon. the President read a communi
cation from His Excellency the Gov
ernor granting leave of absence to the 
Hons. O'Dea, Ryan and Macpherson. 

Hon. the Leader of the Government 
tabled the Report of the Examinations 
conducted by the Council of Higher 
Education, (~ewfoundland), 1930, the 
Financial statement of the Council of 
Higher Education for the year ended 
December 1st, 1930 and the Annual 
Report of the St. John's General Hos
pital for the year ending June 30th, 
1930. 

HO~. SIR TASKER COOK- Mr. Pre
sident, I would call the attention of 
the Council to the fact that in the 
S::ieech from the Throne reference is 
made to a momorandum submitted by 
:\1r. Allan S. Butler, debenture holder 
in connection with the Reid-Gander 
property. The Speech indicates that 
this memorandum would be submitted 
for the information of the Legislature. 
I beg to table copy of the memoran
dum referred to. The policy followed 
by the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. 
Sir Richard Squires, in all matters of 
major public importance is to place 
the facts before the Legislature and 
the people, so that there may be the 
most accurate knowledge and complete 
discussion possible. He has conse
quently authorized this memorandum 
to be rrinted for the convenience of 
members, and I would ask the Clerk 
to have printed copies distributed. 

HON. SIR T. COOK gave notice that 
he would on tomorrow move that an 
humble Address be presented to His 
"Majesty the King pnaying that he may 
be graciously pleased to cause a 
::.\Ieasure to be laid before Parliament 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and ~orthern Ireland to give effect to 
certain Declarations and R~solutions 
set forth in the reports of the Imperial 
Conference bolden at Westminster in 
the years 1926 and' 1930. 
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HON. SIR T. C00l( move'd that the 
House adjourn until Wednesday, 
l\Iarch 18th, at 3.30 p.m., and on the 
motion for adjournment took occasion 
to extend hearty congratulations to 
the Hon. :\:r. ·Macpherson upon the 
honor conferred upon him by His 
l\iajesty in ap~ointing him a member 
of the Council. The Hon l\Ir. l\Iac
pherson needed no introduction to the 
Chamber. He came from a very old 
Xewfoundland family and his forbears 
had been connected with the public 
and commercial life of the Colony for 
nearly one hundred years. ).fr. Mac
pherson brought to the Council a 
wealth of information of public mat
ters; and that would be a very valu
able asset. 

The Council then adjourned until 
Wednesday. :\larch 18th, at 3.30 p.m. 

lYEDXESDAY, Jiarcb 18th, 1931. 

Council met at 3.30 p.m. pursuant 
to adjournment. 

HON. JIR. MACPHERSOX presented 
the report of the Select Committee 
appointed to draft an Address in Re
ply to His Excellency's Speech from 
the Throne. The report was received, 
passed unanimously, and it ·has order
ed to be presented to His Excellency 
by a deputation of the \Vhole House 
at a time suitablG to His Excellen.cy. 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK-::.\Ir. 
President, since we last met there has 
occurred a sealing traget~Y which at 
first was thought to be one cf the 
most serious that has ever happened 
in this country. The explosion and 
following fire which destroyeG the 
steamer "Viking·• with its one hu.ndred 
and forty men on board might have 
been a tragedy costing the lives of 
every one of them. Had there been a 

storm, or even had there been intense 
cold, we might never have hear~ of 
any of them. \Ve now feel sure that 
over a hundred and twenty are safe, 
some badly injured, but none so in
jured as to render life in jeopardy. At 
this moment there are six steamers 
at the scene of the disaster. For the 
past twelve hours four big sealing 
st~amers with their total crew of 
about six hundred n:en have been 
covering the scene of the disaster 
pan by pan. The action of the Prime 
Minister, Sir Richard Squires, and his 
able lieutenant, the ::\1inister of :Mar
ine and Fisheries, l\Ir. Lake, in the 
speedy and efficient manner in which 
this disaster has been handled, is re
ceiving the commendation of friend 
and foe alike. "Even the ranks of 
Tuscany can scarce forbear to cheer." 
the able way in which the matter has 
been dealt with. Under these circum
stances we can hardly deal with Le
gislative business. 

Our thoughts and efforts are direct
ed rather to the disaster and what we 
can collectively and individually do to 
give assistance to the Government in 
its rescue and relief programme. 
Present operations are delayed be
cause of the ice blockade of four !nile~ 
around Horse Island, with which even 
the sturdiest sealing steame~" cannot 
successfully contend. This morning 
the :!.\I.inister of Marine and Fisheries 
sent an urg0nt wireless telegraph 
message to these sealing steamers to 
grour for massed attack of steam 
power and man power to force their 
way sufficiently near the Island for 
the landing of docbrs, nurses and 
medical supplies. It is possibl~ that 
by tomorrow night the relief steamer 
"Foundation Franklin" a~d possibly 
also the relief steamer "Sagon!l" will 
be in port. I do not think it would be 
desirable for us merely to adjourn 
until tomorrow or Friday, as there 
\"';ill be days fully occupied in the 

• 
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handling of this disaster situation, but 
that we should take adjournment un
til Monday next. I consequently move 
that this Chamber at its rising do ad
journ until ::.\Ionday, ::\1arch :Wth, at 
three of the clock in the afternoon. 

HON. :lIR. PRESIDENT-I desire to 
formally extend my sympathy to those 
families who have suffered loss in the 
recent catastrophe, the circumstances 
of which brought awe and regret to 
the heart of every resident of the 
country. Around the sealine voyage 
has always hung the atmosphere of 
romance, and not without reason, for 
those activities of man with which we 
associate romantic sentiments have 
always incident the element of risk 
and danger. Men braving the barriers 
of wind and wave and tide to drag 
from the store of nature its treasures 
that those at home may live in frugal 
comfort beget our interest and earn 
our encouragement But when danger 
comes and loss occurs, it strikes with 
a dreadfulness that draws from us a 
spontaneous burst <:f sympathy. That 
sympathy springs from the heart of 
every person in Newfoundland today 
with a suontaneity which speaks in 
eloquent terms of its genuineness, and 
I feel that it animates the mind and 
heart of every member present here 
this evening. 

The Council then adjourned until 
Monday, March 30th, at 3 o'clock p.m. 

lUOXDAY, l'Iarch 30th, !931. 

Council met at 3.30 p.m. pursuant 
to adjournment. 

On motion of Hon. Sir T. Cook the 
Resolutions with respect to the Ad
dress to the King were deferred. 

HO:X. JIR. PRESIDEXT informed 
the Council that messages had been 
received from the House of Assembly 
stating that it. had passed the Bills en
titled respectively: 

An Act to Amend the Act 20, George 
V., Chapter 3 entitled 'An Act Author
izing the Governor in Council to enter 
into a Contract with the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company' " 
and "An Act to A~end the Act 31 

' George V., Chapter 14 rsummary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1930)" in which they 
requested the concurrence of the 
Council. 

The said Bills were then read a first 
time and ordered to be read a second 
time on tomorrow. 

HO:X. JIR. PRESIDE~'l' informed 
the Council that he had received a 
Communication fr .Jm His Excellency 
the Governor informing him that the 
following had been annointed as a 
Commission of Internal Economy: 

The President of the Legislative 
Council. 

Hon. Sir Tasker Cook, Kt. 

Hon. J. V. O'Dea. 

Hon. the Speaker. 

Hon. H. 1\1. l\fosdell. 

Hon. F. Gordon Bradley, K.C., and 

Hon. P. J. Lewis. 

ROX. SIR TASKER COOK tabled 
the following: 

Report of Newfoundlanii Railway 
for year ending June 30, 1930. 

Report of the Postal and Telegraph 
Department for the year ending June 
30, 1930. 

Report of the Registrar General of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths for the 
year ending December 31st, 1930. 
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Report of the Board of Liquor Con
trol for the year ending January 31st, 
1931. 

On motio::i of Ho"n. s:r T. Cook the 
Council then adjourned until Tuesday, 
April 7th. at three of the clock in the 
afternoon. 

Tl'"ESDAY, April 7th, 1931. 

Council met at 3.30 p.m. pursuant 
to adjournment. 

HO:X. SIR T. COOK, in moving the 
Second Reading of Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend the Act 20, George V., 
Chapter 3, entitled 'An Act Authoriz
ing the Governor in Council to enter 
into a Co'l.tract with the American 
Telephon and Telegraph Company' ", 
said: In moving the second reading of 
this Bill I do so with the confident 
feeling that it cannot be classed with 
a lot of other Bills in which have come 
before us in the previous session ask
ing for extension of tine ..'.:>r the per
formance of contracts. The American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company 
has not been marking time, and it is 
not through any fault of their own 
that the operations on which they have 
been engaged have been temporarily 
delayed. On the contrary they have 
done the utmost that could be expect
ed under the circumstances. You will 
recall that when the original Bill came 
before us for consideration two years 
ago it P,mbodied an agreement between 
the Newfoundland Government and 
the Company whereby the Company 
undertook to land a cable in New
foundland and thence to the British 
Isles. At that time no unusual or ex
traordinary obstacles to the Com
pany's plans were anticipated, and 
the Company were to forfeit the 
franchise if telephonic communication 

between Kewfoundlar:d and the Am
erican Continent were not established • 
before the 20th June, 1932. The Com-
pany immediately set to work. From 
the beginning they were faced with 
difficulties in acquiring the necessary 
rights-of-way between Bangor, Maine 
and Sydney, Nova Scotia. It is gratify
ing to learn that thesl difficulties have 
been overcome and considerably over 
two hundred miles of the land line 
have been constructed. Cable ships 
were especially chartered and have 
accurately surveyed tLe entire route 
of the cable from Newfoundland to 
Europe. The cost of this survey work, 
line construction, and the acquiring of 
the necessary land and landing rights 
in Ireland have cost the Company to 
date about two and a quarter million 
dollars. The chief feature, however, 
which has retarded the Company's op
erations is the matter of the cable it
self. The Company itself own 3 and 
controls certain patents, and in con
nection with these a lot of time was 
lost in arranging satisfactory patent 
licenses to cable manufacturers qual
ified to bid for the construction con
tract. Many conferences were held 
during 1930 in connection with the 
contracts, and when everythiLg was 
in readiness it was found that it would 
be absolutely impossible to complete 
the construction of the cable so that 
it could be laid during 1932, the year 
in which the franchise expires under 
the original Act .. I think it will be ad
mitted that the Company have made 
herculean efforts to comply with the 
requirements of the statute. In order 
to be in a position to proceed with 
the construction of the cable it was 
necessary for them to have enormous 
supplies of balata, which is an im
portant ingredient in the manufacture 
of paragutta which has been found to 
be the most satisfactory insuiation for 
long distance cables, and as a result 
they had to contract fdr the purchas€ 
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of a large percentage of the world's 
supply. This entailed an outlay of a 

• 
million and a half dollars in addition 
to the huge amount already invested 
for the purposes I have already 
mentioned. 

The Hon. the Prime ::\Iinister has 
already pointed out in the House of 
Assembly that he is quite satisfied 
that the Company has grappled with 
the problems which faced them under 
the Act in a very thorough manner, 
and part of their difficulties is due to 
the fact that there are only about 
three months of the year during which 
it is practicable to lay a cable in the 
Yicinity of Newfoundland. Already they 
have completed the survey work at 
Port aux Basques, are securing optio:is 
on sites at that place, as well as at 
Grand Bank and New Perlican. :Ne
cessary surveys of the cable route 
across the Burin Peninsula and the 
Isthmus of Avalon have also been 
undertaken and completed. It will be 
apparent to everyone that a Company 
of the high standing, uniqua record 
and tremendous financial strength of 
the American Telegraph and Tele
phone Company is not ikely to begin 
something which it cannot finish. 
Plans and preparations for this trans
Atlantic Cable have been in the course 
of preparation for years. They have 
already expended millions of dollars 
on the project and but for the delay 
in connection with the cable itself 
they would undoubtedly be able to 
complete the contract within the al
lotted time. 

It might be of interest to quote the 
following digest of the position of the 
project as at 24th February, 1931, 
which the Prime Minister, who con
ducted the original negotiations with 
the Company, and has been in close 
touch with their representatives iri. 
London, Xew York, and St. John's, 

furnished to the House of Assembly 
in moving the second reading of this 
Bill. 

Bangor, Maine,-Camdhn Border 
(82 illiles).-Survey wo:-k has been 
completed and right of way purchas
ed. No clearing or construction work 
has been started. The central office 
equipment for Bangor was to be in
stalled by the New England Teleph one 
Company. I understan i that re
quisitions for the equi ·~ment were 
placed a few weeks ago. 

St. Crob: River Cros~ing-lnter

national Border.-Applica ... . on for per
mit has been made, but permits have 
not yet been secured. 

International Boundar y, St. J ohn, N. 
B. (72.8 illiles) .-The pole line work 
is completed. Wire has been strung on 
67 miles of pole line. The remaining 
wire work in this section will be com
pleted within the next week. 

Toll Entrance Cable l Yor k , St. John, 
N.B. (32700 Feet).-N"early all of the 
conduit work has been finished and the 
cable and loading has been order ed 
and partially delivered. The New 
Brunsv.'ick Telephone Company will 
have an interest in this cable and con
duit. 

St. John, N. B.-New Brnmrwick
X ova Scotia State Line (121 Miles).
Surv3y work has been practically 
completed; 97% of the right of way 
has been optioned and 48 % of the 
right of way purchased. 39% of the 
right of way has been cleared an d 
poles have been set for 22 niles. No 
wire has been strung in this section . 

Nova Scotia-New Brnnswi~k State 
Line-Amherst, N. S. (3% Jliles) .
Line work has been completed and the 
wire is strung. 
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Amherst Toll Enh·ance Cable and 
Conduit (2500 Feet). - Engineering 
work hai: been completeu. Conduit 
work started December 1st, 1930. 

Amherst - :X ew Glasgow ( 86* 
lliles) .-Pole line and wire work com-

Grand Bank, Xfld.-Real estate for 
a building site has been optioned, 
total cost to be approximately $4,500. 

New Perlican, Nfld.-Application has 
been filed with the Newfoundland Gov
ernment for about 20 acres of Crown 

pleted. Wire temporarily cut into both . land and an option has been secured 
offices. 

New Glasgow Toll Entrance Cable 
And Conduit (Ap:proximafaly 6,000 
Feet).-Engineering work hac been 
completed. This Maritime Company is 
to have a reservation in a part of this 
cable and conduit. 

New Glasgow to Strait of Can so 
(6-1.4: lliles).-Survey has been com
pleted; 91 % of the right of way op
tioned; 90% of right of way purchas
ed; 85 % of clearing finished; 27 miles 
of pole line constructed; 20 miles of 
wire strung. 

Strait or Canso.-Engineeri!l.g work 
has been completed and right of way 
secured. 

Strait of Canso-Sydney Jlines (8;) 
~Iiles).-Approximately 70% of the 
right of way has been staked. About 
70% of the right of way has been op
tioned. None of the options have been 
taken up. N' o cleari!1g or pole line 
work has been done. 

Sydney Jlines, X. S.-A lot has been 
purchased ~nd architects plans Lave 
been completed for the proposed 
building. Bids have not yet been secur
ed from contractors for the erection of 
this building. Permit has been Jbtain
ed from the Dominion Government for 
the Sydney Mines-Port aux Basques 
cable landing. 

Port aux Basques, Nfld.-Prelimin
ary survey work has been completed. 
The work is under way to secure op
tions on building sites. 

on some private property in the centre 
of this tract to cost approximately 
$1,000. 

Burin Peninsula and A val on Isthmus. 
-Preliminary surveys have been 
completed of proposed overlan 1 cable 
routes across the Burin Peninsula and 
the Avalon Isthmus. 

Termoncarragh, lreland.-Land has 
been purchased for a buil-ding site. 
The Bell Telephone Laboratories are 
conducting experiments on this site at 
present and have laid some test 
cables. 

Central Office Equ!pment.-Orders 
have been placed on the Northern 
Electric Company for central office 
equipment installations for St. John, 
N. B ., Amherst, N. S., New Glasgow, 
N'.S., and Sydney Mines, N. S. Some 
engineering work has been completed 
but no manufacturing has as yet been 
started. 

I have just read you a statement 
covering the progress of the work to 
date, and in view of unexpected de
lays the Company has asked for an 
extension of eighteen months. When 
this Bill came before us for consider
ation some days ago it was checked 
by the Department of Justice, and a 
printer's error was discovered. "-''"here 
this year 1931 is inserted in the p·rint 
it should be 1932, and where next year 
1932 is inserted it should bE' 1933. In 
other words, the printers got it this 
year and the year after instead of next 
year and the year after. 1',..hen the 
Bill is in Committee I shall conse
quently move that the Bill be correct
ed accordingly. 
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I now move that this Bill be read 
a second time. 

HON. ~JR. JirRPHY said he saw no 
objection to giving the extension ask
ed; hf) would, however, have wished 
that a lower rate could have been ar
ranged which would have been an 
advantage, not only to his company, 
but to the public generally. 

The Bill was read a second time, 
and ordered to be referred to a Com
mittee of the ~Thole House on tomor
row. 

. 
IIOX. SIR T. COOK then moved the 

Second Reading of Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend the Act 21 George V .. 
Chapter 14 (Summary Jurisdiction 
Act, 1930)" in the following words: 

Mr. President, I move the Second 
Reading of this Bill, entitled "An Act 
to Amend the Act 21, George V., 
Chapter 14 (Summary Jurisdiction 
Act, 1930) ". 

Section (1) of this Bill refers to 
Section (155.) sub-section (1) ( c) of 
the Act as passed last year. Under 
Section 155 of last year's Act the Rule 
Committee appointed under the Act 
had power to make, rescin 'l, alter and 
add t0 rules in relation to the costs 
and charges payable under distress 
warrants issued by a Court of Sum
mary Jurisdiction, but Fe(:;s and Costs 
to be taken in proceedings before such 
a Court were set forth in the Sixth 
Schedule to the Act. 

Objections have been raised by 
~Iagistrates and others in r(,gard to 
the scale of costs under the Sixth 
Schedule of the Act of 1930, and the 
matter has been under conrideration 
by the Law Societv. It has been . . . 
thought inadvisable to hurriedly draw 
up a hard-and-fast rule of costs, but 
the Rule Committee (which consists of 
the three Judges of the Supreme 

Court, the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court, the Solicitor General. the De
l uty ::\1inister of Justice, and the Judge 
of the Central District Court) will 
after full consideration be able to 
draw up a scale that will be fair to 
plaintiff and defendant alike. It has, 
therefore, been thought ·wise to give 
the Rule Committee power in regard 
to the costs and fees payable in all 
proceedings in Ccurt of Summary 
Jurisdiction, including the power to 
alter or amend the Schedule of costs 
set forth in last year's Act. 

In regard to Sections 2 and 3 of the 
Bill, they are to correct certain er
rors in the drafting or printing of the 
Act of 1930. In the Act as passed lasf 
year there was a slight error in draft
ing sub-section (d) referring to libel 
and slander, and this sub-section {d) 
makes the necessary correction. In re
ference to sub-section 2 anL: 3, these 
were passed by the House last year, 
but ommitted when the Acts were 
printed, and it is felt that the easiest 
way to correct this is to re-enact these 
sections. 

Section 4 of the Bill also makes a 
correction of a clerical error which 
was made last year \;hen the wrong 
heading was put to the Sixth Schedule 
of the Act. 

This Bill deals merely with detailed 
matters which have been m der con
sideration by the Department of Jus
tice, and I would move that it be now 
read a second time. 

The Bill was read a second time 
and ordered to be deferred to a Com
mittee of the \Yhole House on tomor
row. 

HO:X. JIR. PRESIDE:XT read mes
sages from the House of Assembly 
stating that they had passed the Bills 
en titled respec .. ively: 
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"An Act for the Pre-vention of Fraud 
in Connection with the Sale of Secur
ities." 

"An Act Relating to the Canning ...>f 
Rabbits and others Food." 

"An Act for the Grading of Potatoes 
and Turnips" in which they requested 
the concurrence of the Council. 

On motion these Bills were read a 
first time, passed, and ordered to be 
read a second time on tomorrow. 

On motion the House then adjourn
ed until \Vednesday, April 8th, at three 
of the clock in the afternoon. 

lrEDXESDAY, April .8th, 1931. 

Council met at 3.30 p.m. pursuant 
to adjournment. 

On motion the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the \Vhole on the 
American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company Bill. Hon. l\Ir. Steer in the 
Chair. Committee, rose, ar:.d reported 
having passed the Bill with some 
amendment. The report w-is received, 
and the Bill ordered to be rea 4. a third 
time on tomorrow. 

Council went into Committee of the 
'\Vhole on the Bill to amend the Sum
mary Jurisdiction Act. Hon. Mr Shea 
in the Chair. Committee rose and re
ported having passed the Bill with
out amendment and it was ordered to 
he read a third time on tomorrow. 

HO~. SIR T. COOK move5 Second 
Reading of the Bill entitled "An Act 
for the Prevention ot Frauds in con
nection with the Sale of Securities," 
speaking as follows: 

Mr. President this Bill was prepared 
by the Committee on the Consolidation 

of Statutes, and represents the policy 
of the Government for the protection 
of local investors from bond swindlers. 
The matter was referred to the Com
mittee on the Consolidation of the 
Statutes, a group of gentlemen con
sisting of the Rt. Hon. Sir Richard A. 
Squires, Mr. B. E. S. Dunfield, K.C., 
Hon. F. G. Bradley, Hon. P. J. Lewis, 
C. J. Fox, Esq., K.C., Mr. R. A. Par
sons and Mr. R. Gushue. The result 
was the drafting of this Bill. Some 
months ago the Prime Minister sent 
copies of it to brokers, insurance com
panies banks and others who would 
be primarily interested in a Bill of 
this sort. In the House of Assembly 
it was referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of all the lawyers of the 
House in active practice. It received 
a unanimous favorable report from the 
Committee, and was likewise unani
mously supported in the House of As
sem·bly. 

The Bill was thereupon read a 
second time, passed, and ordered to 
be ref erred to a Committee of the 
'\Vhole. 

In moving the Second Reading of 
the Bill entitled "An Act Relating to 
the Canning of Rabbits and other 
Food," Hon. Sir T. Co-0k spoke as fol
lows: 

l\Ir. President, for many years the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries 
has had control of the canning of sal
mon. \Ve all know the system where
by packers have to get a license, must 
have a number of their tins to identify 
the rack, and that generally one can 
depend upon the salmon pack. The 
same thing has applied in the case of 
lobsters. The ::\linister of Marine and 
Fisheries as such has no power to 
make rules and regulations outside of 
the fishing industry. It is felt by the 
entire public that rabbits, birds and 
shellfish, vegetables, wild fruit, and 
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such like, should be likewise stand
ardized. This does not mean any con
siderable extra expense, because it 
does not mean the appointment of an 
army of inspectors for this particular 
purpose, as the men now permanent
ly em,ployed by the Department of 
l\!arine and Fisheries will do the work. 

. In the ordinary course of even ts 
one might expect this matter to be 
handled by the Department of Agri
culture and l\Iines, to whic:_ Depart
ment it naturally belongs, bu ·: the De
partment of Agriculture and Mines 
has no inspectors; it would mean the 
creation of a new Departmental sys
tem, and it would mean additional ex
pense. In these circumstances, it is 
felt that it should be handled by the 
Minister who for years has been deal
ing with the control of the packing in
dustry in connection with fishery pro
ducts. This Bill, like all the other 
Bills which, up to the present, have 
come before us, has been the subject 
of careful examination from the point 
of view of legality and draftsmanship 
by the Committee on the Consolidation 
ot Statutes, represents Government 
policy, and has received the unani
mous endorsation of the Lower 
Chamber. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time, passed, and ordered to be re
ferred to a Committee of tl: e Whole 
House on tomorrow. 

HON. SIR T. COOK moved that the 
Bill "An Act for the Grading of 
Potatoes and Turnips" be read a 
second time, speaking as follows: 

Mr. President, the object of this 
Bill is to help the farmers in connec
tion with the sale of potatoes locally. 
Our markets are being ove:r-run by 
Canadian products. It is quite true 
that potatoes can be producel.! very 
much more cheaply in Canada than 

in Newfoundland. It is equally true , 
however, that there is a high duty, 
which, added to freight, insurance an d 
handling charges in shipment to Xew 
foundland, gives the local potato a 
very high preference. The difficulty 
in the past has been that Newfound
land potatoes could get no reguar 
market, because n-0body knew just 
what they were getting. The Can adian 
potatoes come to Newfoundland grad
ed; they are a standard product. \\Then 
a man buys ten sacks or a hundr ed 
sacks of Canadian potatoes at a cer
tain price, he knows exact!;- what he 
is getting; he knows the weight he is 
getting, and he knows the quality of 
the potato. He can judge the size of it, 
the uniformity of it, and he knows that 
if it is white potatoes ho is getting, 
they are all white; if red, they are a ll 
red. 

There have been a number of cases 
in which large orders. have been lost 
to the ~ewfoundland farmer because 
the large outport buyers, people who 
buy for bankers, people who buy for 
schooners g-0ing to the fishery, do not 
know what they are getting when they 
place their order with the local farm
er. Here and there there is a farmer 
that supplies a standard grade of 
potatoes. These farmers always have 
a market for these potatoes. 

The idea of this Bill is to give every 
farmer the same opportun :t,T of g"tting 
a market for his potatoes as those 
who haYe already on their own stand~ 
ardiza.tion their product. The stand
ards provided here are a little lower 
than the standards of Cana'da, but the 
griading is along the same lines. This 
should be very helpful in enabling the 
farmers to develop local trade, and so 
capture for the Newfoundland potato 
the market which i.; now being sup
plied by the Canadian grown article. 

The same thing applies in a less 
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• 
degree to turnips. The Bill in the form 
in which it is presented here has had 
unanimous endorsation of the House 
of Assembly. 

The Bill was read a second time, 
passed, and ordered to be referred to 
ti, Co:nmittec of the "Whole House on 
tomorrow. 

HON. lIR. STEER tabled the ~eport 
of the Xewfoundland Patriotic Fund 
!or the period ending 31st ::.\larch, 1931. 

HO~. SIR. T. COOK called attention 
the fact while the total amount dealt 
.vith was $223.705.13, the number of 
5Tants paid 1689 and the number of 
families or individuals assisted 1185, 
set the total cost of administration, 
including books, stationery, printing, 
cost of investigations, postage, tele-
5Tams, etc .. amounted to only $2.912.
S3, or only 0ne and one-third per cent 
Jf th~ sum dealt with; it wa 1 a won
derful showing and the Committee 
deserved the thanks of the general 
public 

On motion the Council then adjourn
oed until ~Ionday, April 13th, at 3.30 
p.m. 

i'tIO~DAY, April 13th, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Coun
cil met at 3.30 p.m. 

The Address to His :\~ajesty the 
King was on motion deferred. • 

The Bill to Amend the American 
Telephone and TelegrJ.ph Company 
was read a third time, passed and 
ordered to be sent to the House of As
sembly with a message that the Coun
cil had passed the same v.ith some 
Amendment. 

The Bill to Amend the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1930, was read a 

third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly with a 
message that the Council had passed 
the same \vithout Amendment. 

On motion the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the 
Bill entitled "An Act for the Preven
tion of Fraud in Connection with the 
Sale of Securities." Hon. Mr. Steer in 
the Chair. Committee rose and report
ed having passed the Bill without 
Amendment. The report was received, 
and it was ordered that the . Bill be 
read a third time on tomorrow. 

The House then on motion resolved 
itself into a Committee of the "\"\'hole 
on the Bill entitled "An Act Relating 
to the Canning of Rabbits and other 
Foods." Hon. l\lr. Sinnott in the Chair. 
The Committee rose and reported that 
it had made some progress and asked 
leave to sit again. 

On motion the Council went into 
Committee of the Whole on the Bill 
entitled "An Act for the G!"ading of 
Potatoes and Turnips." Hon. Mr. 
Davey in the Chair. The Committee 
rose, and reported having made some 
progress and asked leave to sit again. 

HON. itIR. PRESIDENT informed 
the Council that he had received a 
message from the House of Assembly 
to the effect that they had passed Bills 
entitled respectively: 

"An Act Relating to the Keeping of 
Dogs." 

"An Act Relating to the :Mode of 
Collection of the Tax on Telegraph 
Messages." 

"'An Act to Amend the Lav. Relating 
to Life Insurance." 

These Bills were thereupon on 
motion read a first time and ordered 
to be read a second time on ton1orrow. 
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H OI\". llIR. PRESIDE:XT read a mes
sage from the House of Assembly ask-· 
ing for the appointment of a Commit
tee of the "\\7b.ole Council to confer at 
4 o'clock tomorrow in the House of 
Assembly Chamber with the House of 
Assembly concerning the l\lotion that 
"An Humble Address be presented to 
His :\Iajesty the King praying that he 
may be Graciously pleased to cause a 
l\leasure to be laid before the Parlia
ment of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain ' and Xorthern Ireland to give 
effect to certain Declarations and Re
solutions set forC1 in the reports of 
the Imperial C:::mference holden at 
"\\'"estminster in the years 1926 and 
1930." 

HON. S. )flLLEY asked the Leader 
or the Government whether thiR 
motion wa~ moved in the House of 
Assembly or in the Legislative Coun
cil. 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK said that 
the motion had been moved in both 
Houses and had been on the Order 
Paper of the Legislative Council since 
its opening. He said he had absolutely 
no information about the motion other 
than that contained in the Speech 
from the Throne. He moved that the 
Council accede to the request of the 
House of Assembly. 

HO:X. JIR. BARTLETT seconded the 
motion. 

HO:X. lUR. DA YEY enquirerl if a vote 
would be taken at the Conference. 

HO:X. )JR. PRESIDE~T said it was 
merely a Conference to discus..:; the 
motion. and that the Conference would 
not bind the Council in any respect. 

HON. i1IR. )[ILLEY asked the Pres
ident if the Council could submit a 
report separately from the House. 

• 'l 

HON. JIR. PRESIDENT replied that 
this was merely a request from the 
House of Assembly that a Committee 
of the 'Whole Council meet a Com
mittee of the "\\Thole House to discuss 
the motion; the Council would not 
bind itself in any manner, and if a 

~ 

report were submitted as a result of 
the Conference it could take the form 
of a majority and minority report, 
either · for or again.st the motion, as 
the Committee might think best. 

The motion to accede to the request 
of the House of Assembly was carried 
unanimously. 

On the motion for adjournment Hon. 
Sir Tasker Cook took the opportunity 
to welcome the Hon. Captain 
back from the icefiehls; he 
gratulated the Hon. Captain on 

Kean 
con

his 
success; the Commodore was now the 
high liner and his health anl: appear
ance showed that he had had an en
joyable, though not an over prosper
ous Spring. 

HON. CAPTAI'"" KE A"X stated he had 
intended to rise and offer his apologies 
for being so late in attendance, but it 
seemed that he was just in time for 
work. He thanked the Leader of the 

Government for his flattering rema.rk'3 
and said that although the trip was 
enjoyable, if the provisions had lasted, 
they ,,·ould have stayed out longer. It 
was an enjoyable Spring as far as 
weather and ice conditions were con
cernecl, but in other respects it was 

' not very encouraging. 

He wished to congratulate the 
Hon. l\1r. ~Iacpherson on his pro
motion to the Council. He had known 
the Hon. gentleman from childhood 
and on many occasions had taken 

dinner with his father and mother. 

\Yithout attempting any flattering re

marks he knew of no man that had a 
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more splendid character than :\Ir. 
:\Iacpherson. The Hon. gentleman had 
a long business experience, and no 
doubt the Council would find him in 
a position to give very valuable as
sistance on questions that came up for 
consideration. 

The Council then adjourned until 
Friday, the 17th April, at 3.30 p.m. 

:FRIDAY, Atlril 17th, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Coun
cil met at 3.30 p.m. 

On motion the Address to His :\Ia
jesty the King was deferred. 

The Sale of Securities Bill was read 
~ third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly with a 
message informing that body that the 
Council had passed the same without 
amendment. 

The Council then resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the Bill 
entitled "An Act Relating to the Can
ning of Rabbits and Other Foods"; 
Hon. ::\fr. Sinnott in the Chair. Com
mittee rose and reported the Bill 
having passed with some amendment. 
The report was received and the Bill 
ordered to be read a third time on to
n1orrow. 

The House then resolved itself into 
a Committee of the \Vhole on the Bill 
"An Act for the Grading of Potatoes 
and Turnips•·; Hon. :\Ir. Davey in the 
Chair. Committee rose and reported 
Bill qaving passed with some amend
ment. The report was received and 
the Bill ordered to be read a third 
time on tomorrO"\V. 

HOX. SIR T. COOK, in moving the 
second reading of the Bill "An Act 
Relating to the Keeping of Dogs," 
spoke as follows: 

:\Ir. President in moving the second 
reading of this Bill "An Act Relating 
tc the Keeping of Dogs," I need mere
l~ explain that this is an effort on the 
part of the Consolidation Commission 
acting conjointly ·with the Select Com
mittee of the House, for the consolida
tion and modernizing of our law with 
respect to the Keeping of Dogs. 

L"nder the old law the people of anv 
particular locality might by petition 
proscribe the keeping of dogs. That 
Proclamation ran for a certain length 
oi time. If the people had changed 
their ·minds in the meanwhile, they had 
to file a counterpetition within a cer-
1 ain length of time after the expiry of 
the Proclamation. Xobody took the 
trouble to know when the period would 
expire, action would not be taken 
within the statutory limit, and conse
quently the area would continue pro
c:::cribed. Under this Act the proclama
tion runs for a definite period, and 
any time after that a change may be 
made. 

Then the old law was enforced in 
scarcely any part of the Island of 
~ e'vfoundland outside of St. John's; 
licenses would not be taken out, and 
license fees were not paid. There 
were certain areas where dogs were 
prohibited, but woodsmen had to have 
clog teams; doctors and clergymen 
cculd get around only by dog team 
That is provided for. Provision is al
so made that telegraph and line re
pairers may travel by dog team, even 
though the area through which tl: ey 
are travelling is a proscribed area 
There has always been trouble in pr:-o
ple going with hunting dogs to plac0.s 
where dogs were not allowed to be 
kept: the people were always in· 
censed about outsiders coming in wi.~h 
dogs, while they were not allowed to 
keep them. That is adjusted m1der 
the present law. Then there wa<; a] ... 
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ways friction in areas whern doge:; 
were not allowed to be kept, bec~u; <:;e 
pet dogs were not allowed; unless a 
dog were a collie it could not be k e]: l. 
K ow a collie can be kept, a ~ e w· -
foundland dog can be kept, and c\~!'

tain pet dogs. The object of the dog 
laws is to protect sheep. A Kewfound
land dog, reasonably thor<mghhred. 
will not attack sheep, and the littl~ 

pocket dogs which children want to 
play with instead of toys, and wome:1 
\Vant instead of childen, have never 
been known to attack a sheep; thPre 
is nothing the world afraid of them 
except cats and rats and mice, and 
very often the cats ar1e not afra~ cl 
These dogs may be kept. 

On the whole, this ~.<\ct appears to 
me to be a very sensible working r).Jt 
of the dog problem. Here in St 
John's we do not realize what the dog 
problem amounts to, and have a ten
dency to joke at the time and trouble 
taken in c~mnection with dog laws. It 
must be remembered, however, that 
there are many sections of the coun
try in which dogs are beasts of bur
aen. It is the dog that takes the mail
man and the clergyman and the doctor 
to their destination ; it is the dog 
team that helps out the telegraph and 
telephone line repairers; it is the dog 
that hauls the man's wood. A dog in 
the North is just as important an ar
ticle of furniture as a pony in Harbor 
l\Iain. 

The legal end of the Bill has been 
looked after by the Committee on the 
Consolidation of the Statutes and the 
lawyers. It has also been looked after 
by the members of the Districts of 
::,: ewfoundland described as the "Dog 
Districts," as distinct from those Dis
tricts known as the "Proclamation 
Areas," and between the lot of them 
3 sensible Bill has been worked out 
which the distinguished gentlemen who 

ccnstitute the House of Assembly in 
this country have seriously considered 
and passed unanimously. 

The Bill was thereupon read a sec
ond time ,and ordered to be referred 
to a committee of the \\'hole House on 
tomorrow. 

HO~. SIR T. COOK moved tl1e 1second 
reading of the Bill "An Act Relating 
to the ::.\lode of Collection of the Tax 
on Telegraphic Messages," explaining 
it as follows: 

Mr. President, at the present time a 
person pays a certain amount of 
money to send a telegraph message, 
whether local or foreign. This is the 
price for the sending of the message. 
In addition to this a stamp has to be 
put on the message, or the person to 
whom it is delivered has to be paid the 
price of the stamp. Let me illustrate. 
In the case of local messages, the cost 
of the message is twenty cents, stamp 
five cents. A man pays his twenty 
cents to the telegraph operator, and 
puts a five cent stamp on the message 
or pays the telegraph operator five 
cents, the telegraph operator putting 
on the five cent stamp. 

There is no difficulty whatever for 
the auditors of the Postal Telegraph 
Department to check the twenty cents 
for the message . It is impossible 
however, to check the putting on of 
the five cent stamp. That stamp is on 
the original message. The original 
message remains in the office to which 
it has been delivered. and the Postal 
auditors have no means of kn9wing 
whether the stamp is on or not un
lE.:ss the travelling auditor calls at the 
office and checks up the telegraph mes· 
sage. 

The object of this Bill is to make 
the tax payable in cash instead of in 
stamps and have the tax accounted 
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for as casll to the head office in St. 
John's. This is absolutely no disacl
vant3 ge to the sender of the message. 
It has an absolute advantage in that 
he has not to bother at all with post
age stamps so far as telegraph mes
s~ges are concerned. It is no disad
vantage to the telegraph operator, but 
rather an advantage in that the tele
graph operator has not to keep a sup
ply of postage stamps on hand and af
fix them to the messages. It has an 
:>dvantag·e to the revenue, because of 
the saving of the actual cost of the 
postage stamp; that is. the cost of the 
manufacture of the stamp. The cor
respondence incidental to the forward
ing these stamps to the various offices 
is also saved. The operator has less 
trouble. as there is no stamp account 
to be kept. and no checking up of 
stamps. The outstanding advantage 
however. is the possibility of an effi
cient auditor's check at the head of
fice. Under the present system the 
twenty cents are accounted for in the 
ordinary course, and are checked up in 
the auditor's examination of the ac
counts of the office. There is, as I 
have said. no possibility in a large 
number of cases to check up the ori
gina 1 messages and see if a stamp is 
afflxed. Under this new system there 
h a complete audit which includes the 
tax. To sum up, I would say that this 
Bill is n, positive advantage, with no 
possible disadvantage to any person 
and certainly no additional cost as far 
as the telegraph message is concern
ed. 

The Bill passed second reading. and 
was ordered to be referred to a Com
mittee of the \Vhole House on tomor
rovl'". 

In moving the second reading of the 
BHI "An Act to Amend the Law Rela
ting to Life Insurance." Hon. Sir T. 
Cook spoke as follmvs: 

~Ir. President, in, moving the second 
1 ea ding of the Life Insurance Bill it 
is only necessary for me to say that 
ir is really a measure designed to give 
greater protection to policy holders 
During recent years the neighboring 
Dominion of Canada devoted careful 
study to legislation governing Life 
Insurance Companies, and the result 
was the adoption bv al1 the Provinces 
except the Province of Quebec, whose 
legis1ation is based on the French law 
of a Life Insurance Act identical \Yith 
the one which is now under considera
tion. It is only right and proper that 
we should follow the same procedure 
as our Canadian neighbors in con
nection with the matter because prac
tically every insurance company doing 
business in this country is of Cana
dian origin. As a general rule, when 
a man insures his life he very rarely 
reads over the terms of his policy and 
L consequently ignorant of most of the 
~rovisions which it contains. Under 
the law hitherto existing in Newfound
landland, if a man were to make his 
rolicy payable, say, to his father, and 
his father predeceased him, it was of
tentimes difficult to make any read
Justment in the policy with regard to a 
new beneficiary or beneficiaries, be
cause the insurer had practically no 
personal control over .the disposition 
of the proceeds of his policy, and in 
some cases the money might be dis
posed of in a manner entirely con
trary to the plan he had in view when 
he took it out. Under the proposed 
Act the man who takes out an Insur
ance Policy is in a much better posi
tion and can exercise more extensive 
powers of control over the disposition 
of the proceeds of his policy at matur
ity. It think it will be agreed that 
this is a decided improvement over ex
isting conditions, and affords a much 
greater measure of protection for the 
man who takes out life insurance. 
\\,.hile the proposed Bill differs con-
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siderably in arrangement and detail 
from the Act which it is designed to 
supersede, no change of principle is 
involved. I have much pleasure in 
moving the second reading of this 
Bill. 

HOX. THE PRESIDE~T informed 
the Council that he had received mes
sages from the House of Assembly ac
quainting the Legislative Council tliat 
they had passed the Bills entittled re
spectively: 

"An Act to Amend the \Var Pen
sions Act, 1922." 

"An Act Relating to a Contract be
tween His Excellency the Governor in 
Council and the Terra X ova Oils 
'l\Ianufacturing Company, Ltd." 

"An Act to Amend the Act 20 Geo. 
\',. Cap. 22, entitled 'An Act Relating 
to the Establishment of a Customs 
Smelter in Xewfoundland.' '' 

"An Act to Amend the Act 21 Geo. 
v., Cap. 15 (Crown Lands Act. 1930) .'' 

These Bills were on motion sever
ally read a first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on tomorrow. 

Hon. the President read letters 
from the relatives of the Hon. S. K. . 
Bell and the Hon. John Anderson in 
relation to the resolutions of con
dolence passed unanimously by the 
Council. 

On motion the Council 2 djourned 
until Friday, April 24th, at 3.30 p.m. 

l"'RIDAY, April 24th, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Coun
cil met at 3.30. 

The Bill "An Ac Relatinb tf·t the 
Canning of Rabbits and other Food" 

was read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to be sent to the House of 
Assembly with a message that the 
Council had passed the same with 
some amendment. 

The Bill "An Act Relating to the 
Potatoes and Turnips" was read a 
third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly with 
a mec;sage that the Council had passed 
the same with some amendment. 

The Council resolved itself into a 
Committee of the \\~ole on the Bill 
"An Act Relating to the Keeping of 
Dogs.'' Hon. Sir :Marmaduke Winter 
in the Chair. 

HON. JIR. :JIACPIIERSON said that 
the wording of Clause 17 was so open 
that peopJ.e could keep any kind of 
dog. He moved that the latter part of 
Clause 17 be amended to refer to "any 
Xewfoundland dog or collie registered 
or eligible to be registered as such in 
the Xev:foundland live stock registry 
in the Department of Agriculture and 
Mines.'' All dogs more or less worry 
sheep, but the Xewfoundla· d dog will 
not do so to the same extent as any 
other, the dog whose conformation the 
Newfoundland dog most closely re
s em bl es was kept by the Pyrenean 
shepherds, not so much to herd their 
sheep, as to protect the flock from the 
depredations of wolves which fre
quented those mountains. Hence, 
through generations of association 
with sheep he is less a menace if giv
en ordinary intelligent guidance than 
any other breed. The Newfoundland 
dog of today shows standards have 
been evolved through selective breed
jng from the common Newfoundland 
dog as we see it in the outports to
ctay. It has retained the intelligence, 
Joye of water. and the affectionate 
nature of these do<Is, but has gained 
immensely in physique and appear
ance. Xewfoundland would be expect-
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ed to abound in Xewfoundland dogs, 
and that there is a big demand for 
genuine Newfoundland dogs from 
Newfoundland wo d be confirmet~ by 
applying to the Tourist Bureau; those 
in charge there could have placed 
hundreds at at least $50.00 each had 
they been able to find them. The Hon. 
gentleman himself has had as many 
and fifty unfilled orders at a time, and 
a :ways a waiting list. That .:\"ewfound
land had not advanced the quality of 
her dogs might be evidenced by an ex
tract from a book relating to Xe\v
foundland, written by :\Ir. :\I. F. 
Sweeter in 1881, as follows:-

"The finest breed of X ewfoundland 
"dogs were formerly found about the 
"Twillingate Isles, and were generally 
"distinguished by their deep black 
"colour, with a white cross on the 
"breast. They were smaller than the 
"so-called Xewfo-.indland dogs of 
'·America and Britain were almost 
"amphibious, and lived on fish. salted, 
'''fresh or decayed. These animals were 
"distinguished for rare intelligence 
"and unbounded affection (especially 
"for children) and were exe!llpt from 
"hydrophobia. A Xe,vfoundland dog of 
"pure blood is worth froL. ... $75.00 to 
"$100.00." 

Since then, aside from some sections 
on the 'Vest Coast, where in 1899 the 
Hon. gentleman had purchasec~ his 
first pair, the standard of the dog is 
poor and in 1901 it was difficult to ob
tain one worthy of presentation to the 
Duke of Cornwall to take ht.,me from 
the children of Xewfoundland to the 
children of the Royal Household. 

The purpose of this Act, he under
stood, was to permit a dog lover or a 
would-be dog user to have 1ne. Was 
this not a great opportunity, now that 
this privilege of keeping dogs is a 
concession, to demand that worth
while ones be kept? If permission be 
for thorough-bred dogs only, it will 

encourage breeders to supply that de
mand, and a person who has a good 
dog will generally look after it and 
train it from puppyhood not to chase 
sheep. Our Department of Agriculture 
and Mines registers pure bred dogs 
free of charge. The standards demand
ed were those set down by Britain, 
Canada and the United States, and the 
registration entitles them to free 
entry· into those countries. At present 
there were registered Newfoundland 
dogs and bitches in Twillingate, re
gistered dogs in Grand Falls, Buchans, 
Aguathuna, and there are at least two 
breeders of registered Newfoundlands 
in St. John's. He would be happy to 
place bitches with any bona fide 
breeder. Personally, he was not look
ing for an outlet for his dogs. He had 
been raising them for over twenty 
years; was on the executive of the 
Newfoundland Club of America and 
for three consecutive years had been 
president of the North American New
foundland Club. Further, he had been 
selected to act, and last year acted, 
as sole judge of the Newfoundland 
breed at the \Vestminster show, the 
largest dog show in America and a 
similar show to that of Crofts in Eng· 
Ian d. These associations made him 
realize what a boon to Newfoundland 
would be the standardization of her 
dogs. and what a good rPturn to New
foundland could be made through her 
clogs should she be prepared to supply 
the American market. The reason for 
suggesting the modification • of the 
(.,f'llie dog from its propensit:~ . .; ior 
honting sheep (like the sett~~ f('~· 

!rn .1 ting birds) is with training 3. good 
sc·rvant. but without training 1iab1e to 
he worse thaP the average dog i11 its 
destruction of sheep. These, he con
cluded. were his reasons for moving 
ti1e ~mendment. 

HO~. ilfR. STEER in seconding 
the amendment, said a chance was 
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now offered for the raising of the 
standard of our dogs. The breed had 
practically died out, for it was im
possible to ~upply the demand for 
them, and it was no more trouble to 
raise a pure-breed dog than a mongrel. 

Committee rose and reported having 
passed the Bill with an amendment. 
The report was received, and, with the 
unanimous consent of the Council. wa3 
read -~ third time, passed, and order
ed to be sent to the House of Assembly 
with a message that the Council had 
passed the same with an amendment. 

The Council then resolved itself i!.lto 
a Committee of the \\1hole on the Bill 
"An Act Relating to the l\Iode of Col
lection of the Tax on Telegraphic 
l\Iessages." Hon. Mr. l\Iilley in the 
Chair. Committee rose and reported 
the Bill having passed without amend
ment. The report was receiYed, and 
the Bill ordered to be read a third 
time on tomorrow. 

The Council then went into Com
mittee of the \Vhole on the Bill "An 
Act to Amend the Law Relating to 
Life Insurance." Hon. l\Ir. l\IcNamara 
in the Chair. The Commitee rose and 
reported having passed the Bill with
out amendment. The report "\Vas re
received, and the Bill order . d to be 
read a third time on tomorrow. 

. HO~. SIR TASKZR COOK, in mov
ing the Second Reading of the Bill "An 
Act to Amend the \Yar Pensions Act, 
1922," spoke as follows: 

I\Ir. President, the War Pension'3 
bonus which is paid to soldiers did 
not originally come within the scope 
of the Pension Bill, but was based u p
'.)n a subsequent arrangement made in 
conformity with the Canadian system. 
This bonus is not a permanent \Var 
Pension allowance of gratuity but is 
a bonus which is carried on from year 
to year. This Bill is the same as the 

Bill which has been enacted each rear 
for some time past. 

The Prime l\Iinister, Rt. Hon. Sir 
Richard Squires, in introducin_; this 
.dill in the House of Assembly, is re
ported to have said that. in spite of 
the adverse financial conditions of 
the Colony, in spite of the fact that 
Departmental salaries and Civil Ser
vice salaries generally woul·1 have to 
be reduced, and in spite of the fact 
that there would have to be a general 
reduction on sup·plies, subsidies and 
practically all public expenditm·es. ex
ce'"'ting those relating paricularly to 
Old Age Pension<;, assistance to the 
poor both financially and from the 
standpoint of public health, he felt 
that the military and naval pension 
bonus should be continued for the 
coming year. In view of the fact that 
this was the attitude taken by the 
Prime Minister in connection with this 
matter and that the Resolutions in the 
form in which they were introduced 
by him passed unanimously in the 
House of assembly, I feel that we also 
should give our unanimous concur
rence to the Bill. 

I beg to move the second reading. 

The Bill was then read a seconcl 
time, and ordered to be referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House on 
tomorrow . 

On the motions for. second reading 
respectively of the Bills "An Act Re
lating to a Contract bebveen His Ex
cellency the Governor in Council and 
the Terra XoYa Oils l\Ianufacturing 
Co., Ltd." and "An Act to Amend the 
.Act ~O George V., Cap. 22 entitled 'An 
Act Relating to the Establishr:_ent of 
a Customs Smelter in N'ewfoundland,'~ 
Hon. l\Ir. McXamara enquired wheth
er the~e were priirate Bills. Hon. the 
President held that they \Yere. Hon. 
Mr. ~IcXamara asked if the fees had 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 29 

been paid. Hon. the President replied 
that the fees had not been paid, and 
that therefore the Bills could not be 
proceeded with until such was done. 

HO:X. SI.::t TASKER COOK moved 
the second reading of the Bill "An Act 
to Amend the Aot 21 George V., Ca:p. 
15 (Crown Lands Act, 1930)" explain
ing it as follows: 

l\Ir. President: the Minister of Agri
c'ulture and Mines or the Gcvernor in 
Council has power to give certain 
leases of land for the building of 
shacks or other buildings where peo
ple are carrying on a wo<Jdworking 
e!:'.tablishment. Some lawyers in read
in·~ this Act thought that the term 
"Woodworking" would not cover such 
a case as logging; would not cover 
such a case as driving logs on a rive1', 
and there might be some doubt whet11-
er the l\lriTlister or the Governor ih 
Council would t,ave the right to 5iv~ 
leases for the (,rection of shacks or 
o::her buildings in connection with such 
enterprises. So that there would be no 
possible misunderstanding on this 
point, the Act is now am2nded, so as 
to read "woodworking or other in
dustrial establishment." That is pro
vided for in Section 1. 

Section 2 corrects a printer's error. 
In the original Bill the wo-:-d "license" 
was used. It was thought to :.rn clearer 
to strike out "license" and use the 
term "permit holder." The term 
"license" was consequently struck 
out of the Act wherever it occurred. 
It occurred fifty or a hundred times. 
The printers left it in in two cases 
when it should have been struck out, 
and Section is to change that printer's 
error. 

Section 3 deals with mineral licenses 
or leases. l\Iineral licenses and leases 
have been carried on under the old 

tinuance of matters which started be
fore the old Act was repealed. Some 
lawyers say that this throws a doubt 
upon the continuance of many leases, 
saying that the old Act was repealed. 
This section makes that clear. 

I move the Second Reading. 

The Bill was thereupon :r:ead a sec
ond time and ordered to he referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House 
on tomorrow. 

HON. THE PRESIDENT informed 
the House that he had received mes
sages from the House of Assembly 
acquainting him that that body had 
passed the following Bills in which 
they requested the concurrence o:f the 
Council: 

"An Act in Relation to a Oon tract 
for ::.\1ail and Passenger Service upon 
Conception Bay." 

"An Act Relating to the Memorial 
University College, Sit. John's." 

"An Act to Amend the Act 59 
Victoria, Chapter 39, entitled 'An Act 
to Incorporate a Company under the 
Style and Title of the St. John's Gas 
Light Company.'" 

On motion these Bills we1re several
ly read a first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on tomorrow. 

HON. THE PRESIDENT informed 
the House that he had received a mes
sage from the Hous.J of Assembly to 
the effect that they had passed the 
Council's amendment to the American 
Te!ephone and Telegraph Company 
Bill without amendment. 

On the motion for adjournment Hon. 
l\Ir. McNamara took occasion to con
gratulate the Hon. Mr. Macpherson on 
his appointment to the Legislative 
Council. He felt that an independent 

Act from the standroint of the con- man with such wide business ex-
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perience as Mr. Macpherson possessed 
co·ul'd 1n1ot fail to be a valuable asset 
to the Chamber. Mr. McNamara stated 
~e wished to make a few rambling re
ma1rks whic1h his absence h.ad prevent
ed him fr1om making earlier. In re
ferring to th·e Sp1ee·ch from the Throne 
he said it was all verbiage and 
platitudes; there was no hope what
ever to b·e found in it. With regard to 
the n·ew loan, he said he had 
pro1p1hesied its comir:.g last yiear; and 
with the price of goo·ds goin·g d·own 
and the ad valorem duties, the revenue 
was bound to suffer; the·re w·oulcl. be 
another loan in 1932. The m·atter was 
a s1eriotls on·e. On all sides were un
bridled waste and extrav: .:;ance. He 
considered it would have been better 
bt1sin·ess if the c·ont·ra·ct for the 50,000 
tons of c·o·al, recently made with th·e 
U. S. A., had been made with the Nova 
Scoti.a Steel Com1pany op.erating at 
Bell Island, even if a hig'her rate had 
been charged. Today at B1ell Island 
men were working at half time, and 
this c·o.uld have been us.ed as a lever to 
give employment. Then, he under
stood, the Government had purchased 
the Marshall Building-for what? The 
Customs Ho·use at present b.eing used 
"~as large enough to collect our re
venue for generations. No tho·ug~1t \vas 
being taken for the morrow. Again, 
enou.gh machinery was imp·orted witl1-
out duty to build a Su.ez Canal. And 
to remedy matters a ten p·er c·ent re
duction was to be m.ade O·n the salaries 
of underpaid officials~Civil Se,rvants. 
It was true th·e Civil Service was O·V·er
manned, but the officials were under
p·aid. If a fifty per cent reduction had 
been made on the session:al pay of 
members of the House of AssenTbly, 
it would be m·o.re to the point. Or if 
the Government had plu·ck enough, 
duty might be put on things which at 
the present time come into the country 
duty free. The whole system, he 
t h ought, had b·een abused. Where the 

money was coming fron1 to pay tl1e 
interest on all these loans he could not 
see. 

'Dhe Council then adjo:1r ned until 
M·onday, April 27th, at 3.30 p.m. 

MONDAY, April 27th, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournn1ent th e- Cou11 · 
cil met at 3.3'l. 

The Bill in relation to the Ta-x on 
Tele.graph Messages was read a third 
time, passed, a.nd ordered to be sent 
to the H·ouse of Assembly with a mes
sa;g.e info,rming that body that the 
Council had passed the same without 
amendment. 

The Life Inst1ran1ce Bill was read a 
tl1ird time, passed, and ordered to be 
s·ent to the House of Assembly with a 
m.esg,age to the effect that the Council 
had passed th·e same without amend
me·nt. 

Th1e 1Cou·ncil resolv·ed its·elf into a 
C·ommittee of tl1e Whole on the Bill 
to Amend the War Pensions Act. Ho,n. 
l\1r. Murp'hY in the Chair. 

Tb.e C·ommitte·e roise and rep,orted 
having passed the Bill without amend-_. 
m·ent. The report was received, and 
the Bill ordered to b.e read a third 
time on tom,orrow. 

The Council th·en went into Com
mitte·e o·n the Bill to An1end the Crown 
La.nds Act. Hon. Capt. K·ean in the 
Chrair. 1Committee rose and rep·orted 
.11avin.g passed the Bill without amen·d
ment. The report was received, and 
the Bill ord.ere·d to b·e read a third 
tim·e on tomorr·ow. 

The Second Reading of the Terra 
Nova Oils Manufacturing Co.mpany 
Bill was on motion deferred. 
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The Second Reading of the Customs mittee of the Whole House on to-
Smelter Bill was on motion deferred. morrow. 

The Second Reading of the St. 
John's Gas Light Company was also 
on motion deferred. 

HO:X. SIR TASKER COOK moved 
the Second Reading of the l\Iemorial 
University Bill, speaking as follows: 

Mr. President, the l\1emorial College 
was started in the years 1921-22. A 
debate arose in the House of Assembly 
over the question whether this site 
should be used for College purposes. 
It was then decided that that whole 
area of land should be reserved. The 
College was built on it. During the 
past winter members for St. John's 
East and St. John's West joinlly 
agreed thPt some of their Dirtrict 
funds might be spent for the purpose 
of improving these grounds. 

This Bill is for the purpose of set
ting aside that area bounded on ~he 

north by Merrymeeting Road, )n the 
East by the Police Barracks and 
Roman Catholic Episcopr..l Corpora
tion grounds, on the south by various 
pieces of ground that have been leas
ed out to various religious bodies for 
their purposes, educational, semi
military or otherwise, and on the west 
by Parade Street, that lot of land to 
be grounds for this College. The 
Executive Government or the Minister 
of Agriculture and Mines has no right 
whatever to sell, lease or deal with 
any portion of it except for education
al purposes. The sole power to deal 
with ' hat area of land for purposes 
other than educaional now vests in 
the Legislature, and it does not ap
pear to me that the Legislature will 
ever appropriate it for any othEr pur
pose. I move that the Bill be read a 
second time. 

The Bill passed Second Reading and 
was ordered to be referred to a Com-

The Second Reading of the Concep
tion Bay l\Iail and Passenger Service 
Bill was on motion deferred. 

The Council then adjourned until 
Friday, the 1st day of :May, 1931, at 
3.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, l\Iay 1st, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Coun
cil met at 3.30 p.m. 

The Bills entitled respectively "An 
Act to Amend the War Pensions Act, 
1922" and "An Act to Amend the Act 
21 George V., Chapter 15 (Crown 
Lands Act 1930)" were severally read 
a third time, passed, and ordered to 
be sent to the House of Assembly 
with a message that the Council had 
passed the same without ame~dment. 

ROX. SIR TASKER COOK moved 
the second reading of the Bill "An 
Act Relating to a Contra::!t between 
His Excellency the Governor in Coun
cil and the Terra Nova Oils l\'.Ianu
facturing Company, Limited," explain
ing as follows: 

l\Ir. President, in the year 1926, 
when l\Ir. l\Ionroe was Prime ~Iinister, 
an agreement was entered into with 
:\Ir. Powell in connection with the 
subject matter of this Bill. The name 
of iv;:r. Powell's company was the 
Terra Xova Oils :\lanufacturing Com
pany, Limited. l\Ir. Powell was not 
able to n1ake sufficient progress with 
his development idea as to comply 
with the terms of the agreement. In 
the year 1928 l\fr. l\1onroe gave him 
an extension. Condition during recent 
years have been such as it was in1pos
sible for progress to be made. Last year 
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the agreement expired. This present 
agreement with this Company is a re
enactment of the agreement made by 
l\Ir. 1\Ionroe in 1926, and confirmed and 
extended in 1928. If the terms of the 
Acts of 1926 and 1928 had not expired, 
a Bill for extension would now be all 
that was necessary. As, however, these 
Acts have actually expired the whole 
thing has to be re-enacted in the form 
in which it is now. This agreement is, 
in the main, a copy of the old agree
ment. There is this differenc€, that 
the old agreement was for commence
ment within two years and com·pletion 
within five years; this agreement if 
for commencement within three and 
completion within five years. 

Since the original Act of 1926, what 
is known as the "Standard duty 
clause" has been ff\'>lved, and that 
Standard Duty Clause is inserted in 
this Bill. This claus·e is included in all 
similar contracts. The reason why the 
Department of Justice prefers a 
Standard Duty Clause rathc.r than a 
different wording in each contract is 
that it simplifies the matter of the 
interpretation of the clause in its ap
plication to individual items. Thus. 
\Vhen a decision is arrived at in any 
one particular matter, that decision 
applies to all contracts containing the 
same clause; there has not to be a 
special consideration of the wording 
of each individual agreement 

I am inform€d that the Bills of 1926 
and 1928, and also this Bill passed the 
House of Assem·bly unanim.ously, and 
I now submit it for the careful con
sideration and debate of this Chamber. 

HOY. ~IR. JOB said that he had just 
seen this Bill for the first time. He 
would like to know the real differ
ences between this measure anc what 
was passed before. He noticed that 
this Bill would interfere with certain 
local industries, such as the seal fish-

ery. It allowed all materials in con
nection with its operation to come in 
duty free.· The :::ion. the Leader of the 
Government had said it h 'l.d heen pass 
ed unanimously by the House of As: 
sembly. Could the Leader of the Gov
ernment tell me if the Legislative 
Council had passed it before? 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK replied 
that the Legislative Council had pass
ed the Bill during the :.\.1onroe Ad
ministration. 

ROX. JIR. JOB said l:e would like 
to have the Bill deferred until he 
could get full information. 

HON. SIR TASK:=a: COOK suggeRted 
tr?t the Bill pass its second reading, 
and he would get the information for 
the Hon. gentleman during the com
mittee stage. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time, and ordered to be referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House on 
tomorrow. 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK, in moT;
ing the second reading of the Customs 
Smilter Act, spoke as follows: 

Mr President, by Act of Parliament 
of the year 1929 an Agreement was 
authorized between Newfoundland 
:!.\fines and Sm-elters, Ltd., anl. the 
Government, whereby certain conces
sions were granted in consideration 
of certain undertakings being gone 
ahead with. This Customs Smelter is 
to be situate on the Peninsula of 
A-valon, the object being to provide a 
smelting place for ores from various 
small mines in Newfoundland. About 
$125,000 has been spent by the smelt
ers people and their financial as
sociates in investigating mining pro
perties and further active work is be
ing undertaken this year. Financial 
conditions during the past two years 
have not been such as to make large 
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industrial undertakings of this char
acter easily financed, and as a result 
an extension of time is asked. All the 
words in Section 1 mean that we bus
iness men say in ordinary English "A 
years and a half's extension." Section 
3 states the thing clearly, in that it 
is an extension from the first day of 
January, 1935, to the 1st day o~ May, 
1936. Section 4 merely corrects a mis
take which was made in the printing 
ing the Bill. \\"hen it was copied by 
the Engrossing Clerk the word "of" 
was left out, and Section 4 puts it in 
again. 

I beg to move the second reading. 
The Bill was then read a second 

time, and ordered to be referred to a 
Committee of the \\Thole House on to
morrow. 

The Second Reading of the St. 
John's Gas Light Company Bill was 
on motion deferred. 

The Council resolved itself into a 
Committee of the \\Thole on the Bill 
"An Act Relating to the l\Iemorial 
University College. St. John's." Hon. 
l\Tr. Job in the Chair. The Committee 
rose and reported having passed the 
Bill without amendment. The report 
was received, an:l the Bill ordered to 
be read a third time on tomorrow. 

In moving the Second Reading of 
the Bell Island )!ail and Passenger 
Service Bill. the Hon. Sir Tasker Cook 
explained its object in the following 
words: 

l\Ir. President. this is a contract for 
a new and improved service for Con
ception Bay and B~ll Island. Bell Is
land is an ancient and honourable 
centre of commercial activity in N'ew
foundland. It has represented millions 
of dollars to Newfoundland in wages 
and revenue. Shorly after the present 
Government came into office an ar-

rangement was made whereby they 
paid the substantial royalty on ex
ports. but, more important than the 
royalty provision, an arrangement was 
made whereby an increase in w·.:.ges 
was secured by the Governm •nt for 
Bell Island miners. Certainly, at the 
pr&:;ent moment the mines are suffer
ing from the world depression. 

There is a Yery limited market for 
iron O''f:' c lid as a result the mines 
are operating at about htlf time. In 
view of the fact that there are thou
sands of very valuable mines through
out the world entirely closed down 
because of this wave of commercial 
denression, we are fortunate if these 
mines are actually alive and in opera
tion. It iJ not to be exnected that they 
will again be in the vigorous full blast 
of a year ago until world conditions 
adiust themselves. so that further de
mand for iron ore is created. Mean
while. however, the operations are be
ing carried on at half capacity. It is' 
earne~tly hoped that during the pres
ent calendar year smelting c'Jnditions 
abroad may improve, and as soon as 
they do improve one of the very first 
mines to get the benefit of the im
provement will be Bell Island. 

This additional trr-insportation ser
vice is very necessary. The Bell Is
land operations fully justify it, and J 
am sure the contract, which has been 
very carefu:ly thought out, will meet 
the approYal of this Council. It has re
ceived the u:ianimo..is support of the 
House of Assembly. I move its Second 
Read:ng. 

The Bill was thereupon read a 
second time, and ordered to be re
ferred to a Committee of the "-Thole 
House on tomorrow. 

HON. THE PRESIDE::\'"T informerl 
the Council that he had received a 
message from the House of Assembly 
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to the effect that they had passed a 
Bili "An Act to Amend the Criminal 
Law" in which they requested the con
curre:i.ce of the Legislative Council. 

The Bill was on motion read a first 
time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on tomorrow. 

HO~. SIR TASKER COOK, or1 mov
ing the adjournment of the Oouncil, 
·expressed the wish that a message be 
sent to Sir John R. Bennett, extending 
to him the sympathy of the Whole 
House upon the irreparable loss he 
had so recently sustained in the death 
of his wife. In so doing he felt he was 
voicing the sentiments of every mem
ber of the Chamber. 

HON. JIR. 1IcNAJIARA, in seconC.ing 
the motion, said that he felt the mem
bers were fully in accord with the 
Hon. Leader of the Government in 
wishing to convey to Sir John R. 
Bennett their heartfelt sympathy. 
• • Lady Bennett had interested herself 
in many public works, and by her 
passing the community suffers a great 
loss. 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK also ex
pressed to the Hon. l\Ir. Job the sin
cere sympathy of the entire House 
upon the very great loss which he, 
too, had been called upon to bear. The 
Hon. gentleman had been out of the 
country for some time, and an op
p·ortunity had not been given before to 
extend officially the deep sympathy of 
the members. 

HO~. JIR. JicNAJIARA deemed it a 
sad privilege to second the sentiments 
which the Hon. Leaaer of the Govern
ment had so clearly expressed. 

HON. THE PRESIDE:XT also wish
ed to associate himself with the Re
solution; and to express to the Hon. 
).Ir Job his sincerest sympathy upon 
the loss which he had sustained. 

HOX. JIR. JOB thanked the Hon. 
members for their sympathy which 
they had so kindly expressed, and 
said that such sympathy was a great 
·help to him. 

The Council then adjourned until 
\Vednesday, May 6th, at 3.30 p.m. 

lfEDNESDAY, Jiay 6, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Coun
cil met at 3.30 p.m. 

The Council resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the Bill 
Relating to a Contract with the Terra 
~ova Oils :Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
Hon. :Mr. Milley in the Chair. 

HO~. JIR. JOB considered that the 
Bill as it now stood might possibly 
interefere with some of the establish
ed industries; for as far as he could 
see, there were no restrictions on the 
company's operations. He thought it 
would be fair to have the exact oper
ations defined. If the Terra Nova Oil 
Company was to be free from taxa
tion, other companies which were sub
ject to these taxations would suffer. 
He did not wish to delay the Bill un
necessarily, but would like to move an 
amendment to Section 6 when that 
Section came up for discussion. Sec
tion 2 (b) dealing with free entries, he 
thought admitted a principle which 
had been denied other companies, viz: 
that containers fmported for exporting 
commodities should be free of duty. 
The request that such concessions be 
granted other companies had been 
flouted on various occasions. It seem
ed extraordinary that they should be 
found in this Bill. Containers, bar
r els, etc., were expensive here, but 
could be imported cheaply. Hereto
fore. it had been impossible to get 
these in duty free, although eventually 
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they were to be re-exported. He had 
HO objection to the concessions if they 
were granted to all. But to deny them 
to established companies and grant 
them to this company, unless their 
operations were clearly defined, 
would mean the putting of these other 
c0mpanies under a serious disadvan-

.. tage and might possibly cause them 
to disappear altogether. 

HO:\"". SIR T~\SKER COOK thought 
ir these concessions were granted to 
one they should be granted to all. 

HOX. MR. JIURPHT did not think . 
t!~ere \Vas anything in the Bill to 
cause any objections to be raised. The 
period \Vas only for twenty years, and 
11e would not like to see the Bill killed. 
The promoter had gone to :Korway to 
raise the necessary capital, and if he 
were successful the industry would be 
started within a year. 

HO.X. )IR. JOB replied that he did 
not wish to throw the Bill out. but he 
asked that it be amended. 

HO:\"". JIR. AYRE considered it un
usual that in Section 2 (a) "lighting 
fixtures and bulbs" were not to be in
cluded when "All material for lighting 
installation·• was mentioned. 

This Section, on motion stood over 
for further consideration .. 

HO:\"". JIR. JOB 'moved the following 
ing amendment to be inserted as Sec
tion 6 of the Bill: 

"Whereas the Company may by 
"reason of its freedom from taxa
"tion be in a position to compete to 
"the disadvantage of industries al
"ready established in Newfoundland, 
"which are subject to taxation. it is 
"hereby declared and agreed that it 
"is not the intention that the con
"cessions granted shall plac.;e the 
"Company in any such advantage-

"ous position, and it is further 
'·that the Company's operations will 
"be restricted to the business of 
"ha.;·dening and/ or hydrogenating 
"oils." 

and that Sections 6 and 7 of the Bill 
be numbered 7 and 8. 

He then stated that Hon. ~Ir. Mur
phy thought he was anxious to stop 
the industry. He thought it would be 
a very good thing for the country to 
have such an industry, but he thought 
it · was their duty also to protect other 
il1dustries and that provision should 
t~ made to that effect . 

HOX. CAPT. KEA~ seconded the mo
tion, and whih:: he was just as anxious 
as any man in this Colony to see new 
industries, he stated that in regard to 
this Act he would take the same posi
tion as he had taken on the Buchans 
:\line Bill. The two concerns conduct
the sealing industry today have been 
cl.oing business in this country, he 
thought. for over one hundred years, 
and for ~new company to come in 
and get new concessions he did not 
think would be right. 

The Committee rose, reported hav
ing made some progress. and asked 
leave to sit again. 

The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee of the Whole on the Customs 
Smelter Bill; Hon. Sir M. G. ·winter in 
the Chair. Committee rose, and re
ported the Bill having passed without 
amendment. The Report was received 
and it was ordered that the Bill be 
read a third time on tomorrow. 

On motion the second reading of the 
St .John's Gas Light Company Bill 
"\t"' !J.S deferred. 

The l\lemorial University College 
Bill was read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to be sent to the House of 
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.Assembly with a message acquainting 
that body that the Council had passed 
the Bill without amendment. 

The Council resolved itself into a 
Committee of the \Vhole on the Bill 
in Relation to Mail and Passenger Ser
vice on Conception Bay; Hon. Mr. 
Ayre in the Chair. Committee rose 
and reported the Bill having passed 
\\ithout amendment. The report was 
received, and the Bill ordered to be 
read a third time on tomorrow. 

HOX. SIR TASKER COOK moved 
the second reading of the Bill "An 
Act to Amend the Criminal Law," ex
plaining it as follows: 

Mr. President, when as a result of 
a motor-car accident a person is killed 
outright, or dies within a year after 
the accident, the driver or other per
son responsible is liable to be arrest
ed and charged with murder or man
slaughter. The charge is al ways mur
der if it is a deliberate intent to kill. 
and manslaughter if the fatality oc
curred as the result of an accident in 
which it was. clear tilat there was no 
intent to do bodily harm. l\'lurder is 
an offence for which the maximum 
penalty is death. Manslaughter is orne 
for which the maximum penalt::- ls life 
imprisonment. Juries naturally hesi
tate to convict a man on a charge of 
n".anslaughter, even with a recommend
ation of mercy, because of the enor
mity of the punishment. Consequent
ly verdicts of "not guilty" are fre
quently rendered or juries disagree 
because of the alarming association 
which manslaughter has in connec
tion with criminal proceedings. When 
a person is proceeded against on a 
charge of murder, Trial Juries have 
the power to reduce it to manslaughter. 
but when a person is prosecuted on a 
manslaughter charge a jury has no 
power to reduce the offence. The ob
ject of this amendment is to make it 

possible for a jury in the case of 
death resulting from motor accidents 
to reduce the charge from the ex
ceedingly grave one of manslaughter 
to the lesser charge of criminal negli
gence, under Section 71 of the High
way Traffic Act, 1925. That section 
res.ds as follows: 

"Every one is guilty of an indict
"able offence and liable to two 
"years' imprisonment who, having 
"charge of any carriage or motor 
"vehicle, automobile, or other ve
"hicle, by wanton or furious driv
"ing, or racing or other misconduct 
"or by wilful neglect, does or causes 
"to be done, any bodily harm to any 
"person." 

It il:; the unanimous opinion, of both 
the Bench and the Bar that this 
amendment is one which will be very 
helpful in the administration of just
ice in connection with motor acci
dents, and will tend to secure a more 
efficient administration of the law and 
a greater certainty of punishment in 
cases where negligence is proven. 
The Bill was introduced in the House 
ot Assembly by the Hon. the Attorney 
General on the recommendation of the 
Department of Justice and the Judges 
of the Supreme Court. In the House 
of AssemBly it received the support nf 
both the members of the legal pro
fession who have seats on the Opposi
tion side. The Bill in passing through 
its various stages in the House of As
sembly received the unanimous sup
port of the members. I beg to move 
the second reading. 

The Bill was read a second time 
and ordered to be referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole House on tomor
row. 

THE HON. THE PRESIDE:XT i!l
formed the House that he had received 
messages from the House of Assembly. 
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to the· effect that they had passed the 
following Bill.s in which they request
ec~ the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council: 

"An Act I'..especting Health and Pub
lic \Velfare." 

"An Act to Facilitate the Operation 
of the Xew~oundland Hotel." 

"An Act to Amend Chapter 87 of the 
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series) 
entitled 'Of the Permanent l\larine 
Disasters Fund.' " 

• 
These Bills were read a first time 

and ordered to be read a second time 
on tomorrow. 

THE HO:X. THE PRESIDEXT an
nounced that the Address in Reply 
would be presented to His Excellency 
en tomorrow, Thursday, at 3.45 p.m. 

The Council then .adjourned until 
J.30 p.m. on tomorrow. 

THURSDAY, Jlay 7, 1931. 

The Council met at 3.30 pursuant to 
adjournment a,nd proceeded to Gov
ernment House to present the Address 
in Reply to His Excellency's Speech 
from the Throne. 

Returning to the Council Chamber, 
the Hon. the President informed the 
Council that a deputation of the Whole 
Council having waited on His Excel
len::!Y had received the following reply: 

l'lr. President and Honourable Gentle
men of the Legislative Council: 

I thank you for your Address in 
Reply to the Speech with which 
your pre.sent Session was opened. 

(Sgd.) J. MIDDLETON, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
May 7, 1931. 

The Council resolved itself into a 
Co'llmittee of the Whole on the Terra 
::\ova Oiis Bill. Hon. l\'.lr. Milley in the 
Chair. 

Committee rose and reported having 
made some progress and asked leave 
to sit again. 

The Customs Smelters Bill was on 
motion read a third time, passed and 
ordered to be sent to the House of 
Assembly with a message that the 
Council had passed the same without 
'1,mendment. 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK, in moving 
the second reading of the St. John's 
Gas Light Bill, spoke as follows: 

Mr. President, the old St. John's 
Gas Light Company i.s still in existence 
so far as the name of the Company is 
concerned, but so far as its property 
is concerned it has entirely changed 
ownership. It is now owned and op
erated by foreign capital ,and a for
eign expert gas manager has been sent 
here by the Company for reorganiza
tion purposes. Already they have done 
a considerable amount of work and 
given labor in St. John's. They have 
already greatly improved the quality 
of their gas supply, and are putting in 
an up-to-date organization. I under
s~and that they expect in the near 
fo.ture to get a new plant and put gas 
into active competition with electricity 
in certain commercial, industrial and 
household services. 

The Company, when originally start
ed in the days of long ago, had dual 
liability on its shoreholders. The 
Company has paid off all its liabil
ities.. An amount of thirty or so 
thousand dollars which the Govern.
men t of X ewfoundland advanced for 
coal to keep them going during the 
\Var, h&.s been paid off, and the Com
pany now asks, as a matter of form, 
that that liability be relieved. They 
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are going into the American market 
with their stocks and bonds and shares 
or whatever it is they are offering, to 
1 aise capital, and these foreigners do 
not understand the old practice in St 
John's of having double liability on 
shares. It is an internal matter for 
themselves, and does not concern any
body other than a person who is a 
shareholder. The only matter of im
portance is a clause providing for an 
extension of the time of their charter 
That is necessary to enable them to 
secure the satisfactory flotation of 
bond and other issues and secure 
capital. There is a clause dealing 
\Vith Customs matters. They are al
lowed to get in pipes for trunk line 
purposes for such relaying or pipe re
organization and additional services 
as would enable such services to be 
properly effected; the time limit being 
two years. The original application 
was for five years. That was cut down 
to two. 

The Bill was then read a second 
time and ordered to be referred to a 
Committee of the Whole Council on 
tomorrow. 

The Bill "An Act in Relation to a 
Contract for l\Iail and Passenger Ser
vice upon Conception Bay" was read 
ci, third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly with a 
message that the Council had passed 
the same without amendment. 

The Council resolved itself into a 
Committee of the ·whole on the Bill 
"An Act to Amend the Criminal Law." 
Hon. l\Ir. Sinnott in the Chair. 

Committee rose and reported the 
Bill having passed without amend
ment. 

HO~. SIR TASKER 'COOK moved 
the second reading of the Bill HAn Act 
to Facilitate the Operation of the 
Xewfoundland Hotel," explaining it 
a .3 follows: 

l\Ir. President, The :\ ewfoundland 
Hotel Facilities, Ltd., which is the 
Company which owns and operates the 
Newfoundland Hotel, went into liquid
ation some time ago. The Rt. Hon. Sir 
"'Wm. F. Lloyd, P.C., K.C.::\I.G., K.C .. 
LlD., was appointed liquidator By 
order of :\Ir Justice Kent, issued on 
21st ~larch, 1931, it was ordered that 
the Hotel be sold. Advertisements 
calling for tenders have been inserted 
in local and foreign papers. The 
liquidator has called attention to the 
fact that there will be doubt in the 
minds' of any prospective tenderers as 
to whether the purchaser would get 
the benefit of the legislative advan
tages given the Xewfoundland Hotel 
Facilities, Ltd., the feeling being that 
whatever chance there was of secur
ing a satisfactory tender if the pur
chaser stepped in the place of the 
::'\ ewfoundland Hoel Facilities, Ltd .. 
a.nd enjoyed these advantages and 
concessions, there would be very little 
hope of securing a satisfactory tender 
i~ the prospective purchasers did not 
succeed to whatever privileges that 
Company enjoyed. The difficulty of 
running the Kewfoundland Hotel at a 
profit, even with all the advantages 
conferred on the X ewfoundland Hotel 
Facilities, Ltd., are fully apparent, and 
it is not necessary for me to em
phasise them. In these circumstances 
the liquidator, acting in conjunction 
with the Acting Deputy ::\Iinister of 
Justice drafted this Bill. It has re
ceived careful consideration at the 
hands of the House of Assembly, and 
has been put into a shape which I 
feel will be satisfactory to the mem
bers of this Chamber. This Bill does 
not grant any 
those already 

concessions 
vested in the 

beyon<l 
Hotel 

Company. Indeed in some particulars 
these concessions are lessened. In the 
proposed Bill there are more stringent 
time limits as to freedom from taxa
tion. both Governmental and ::l\iuni-
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cipal. The result is that the pur
cl:aser would receive somewhat less 
concessions than those which the oper
ating company had, but nevertheless 
the concessions granted are of a char
acter similar to those granted the old 
Company and should make the pro
position reasonably attractive to 

· prospective purchasers. The legal 
members of both sides of the House 
of Assembly concurred in this Bill in 
the form in which it is now before 
you. 

The Bill passed second reading, and 
''-'as ordered to be referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole Council on to
morrow 

HON. S!R TASKER COOK, in mov
ing the Second Reading of the Per
manent ::.\iarine Disasters Fund Amend
ment Bill, spoke as follows: 

l\lr. President, the object of this Bill 
is to make it absolutely clear that sub
scriptions received for the Viking Dis
aster Fund by the Prime Minister 
personally, or the newspapers or 
others who have taken up collections, 
may be legally transferred to the Per
manent Marine Disasters Fund. It 
also provides that in the event of the 
South Coast Disaster Fund Committee 
deciding to transfer the whole or any 
part of any credit balance which they 
may have after they wind up their 
responsibilities in connection with that 
particular disaster, they may do so 
legally as is the case with the Per
manent ::.\.Iarine Disasters Fund. Under 
the Act as it stands at present there 
is some doubt as to whether a "Sealer" 
comes within the wording of the Act. 
That question has never been raised 
Sealers have come under the category 
of "seamen," but the lawyers felt that 
it was better to make it absolutely 
sure, so that the scope of the legal ac
tivities of the Permanent :\Iarine Dis
asters Fund may clearly cover cases 

uf sealing disasters, as in fact it al
ways has been made to cover them. 

On the motion for the second read
ing of Public Health Bill, HON SIR 
TASKER COOK said: 

~r. President, the bulkiness of the · 
present Bill has caused some mis
giving and has created some misap
prehensions in the minds of those 
who have given it casual considera
tion.. The explanation of the large 
number of sections comprised within 
the scope of the measure is that it is 
for the greater part a consolidation 
of existing laws within one Act. 
:Nineteen Acts at present on the Sta
tute Book are affected by this enact
ment. Sixteen of these Acts are re
p€aled and are here re-enacte.d Three 
others are repealed in part and the 
sections so repealed are replaced for 
the most part by sections of similar 
import in the present measure. 

The Bill provides for the consoli
dation of similar services as well as 
of laws of similar import. Public 
Charities and Public Health services 
in this country, whether of a general 
or of an institutional character have 
been tremendou'l'ly enlarged during 
tbe period of the last generation. 
They are today costing the Treasury 
an average of one million dollars per 
year to conduct. l'\o adequate system 
of supervision of this big annual ex
penditure has been devised and ad-

. opted. The efforts made for the al
l1J viation of destitution and sickness 

. t ·ce outstanding but are not system
atically directed nor are they con
ducted on sufficient co-operative basis. 

The report of the Commission of 
Inquiry into maters of Public Chari
ties and Public Health strongly em
phasised this drawback and the ne
cessity for legislation to remedy it 
They stated, in part: "Both the testi-
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mony given by witnesses summoned 
before us and our observations of re
sults attained under the existing sys
tem, convinced us that the divided 
authority so evident in connection 
with the administration of institution
al and gene~al services conducted at 
the public expense results in waste 
and inefficiency that seriously reduce 
the· benefits accruing to the general 
public from relatively large annual 
expenditures. Similarly, the fact that 
a number of excellent statutory en
actments concerning public welfare 
are not assigned specifically to thr 
administration of any department, re
&ults in failure to apply available iegal 
remedies to the prevention or cure of 
various evils. 

"This · remark applies particularly 
to the laws respecti.ng desertion and 
illegitimacy and the maintenance of 
inmates of hospitals and other pub
lic institutions by relatives in whole 
or in part. 

"We have found, too, that a number 
of public service undertakings are 
conducted at large expense to the Col
ony without statutory enactments lay
ing down the conditions under which 
such disbursements of public funds 
must be made. As a result a chaotic 
condition of expenditure of such 
funds has been created. Persons are 
helped without regard for particular 
circumstances and, frequently, with
out just cause or reason at all. The 
general effect has been demoralizing 
rather than beneficial. These evils 
are of the system or lack of system 
that prevails. Obviously, the neces
sity is for legal enactments to sys
tematise expenditures and to abolish 
present abuses and prevent their re
currence in the future. 

""\Ve urge that existing legislation 
ir;. connection with such matters be 
immediately revised and re-enacted so 

that local statutes may be brought in
to line with the laws of other countries 
and that their general scope and par
ticular provisions may be amplfiied to 
cover services and conditions that ex
ist and to enable increased services in 
connection with conditions hitherto un
touched, or but casually dealt with or 
tbat may be created from time to 
time. 

"It is urgently necessary that our 
legislation in connection with public 
health and public welfare matters be 
without further delay broadened in 
scope and be strengthened in detail 
and be brought into line \Vith the best 
statutory enactments of other coun
tries in this regard." 

Such are the broad general con
siderations and the specific advice on 
which the provisions of the Bill have 
been founded. 

During the period of eighteen 
months that has elapsed since the Bill 
was drafted, it has been subjected to 
the most careful consideration and to 
very particular scrutiny in all re
spects. It is, therefore, anything but 
:Pasty or ill-considered legislation. It 
has been given the consideration of 
two select committees in another place. 
lt has passed through the hands of the 
Consolidation Committee. It has been 
submitted for approval of great gen
eral interests affected by its provi
sions and its provisions have been 
amended and re-amended, adjusted 
and re-adjusted, with intent to ensure 
its smooth, harmonious and general 
application throughout the Dominion 
and in respect to all classes of our 
population. Xot only are all such in
terests agreeable to this Bill and in
tent on its enactment as law, but the 
medical profession are unanimous in 
its favour and last year sent a dele
gation to another place to advocate 
the giving of legislative effect to its 
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provisions. The Bill, therefore, is now 
generally acceptable to all concerned 
thereby. 

Another misapprehension regarding 
the Bill is as to the cost involved in 
administering the services for which 
it provides. As a matter of fact 
these services are being conducted to
day without the necessary statutory 
authority, in some connections. It is 
true that we have no such institution 
as a reformatory, although the Bill 
provides for administration of such an 
ins~itution. It is true also that we 
are not conducting child welfare un
dertakings on the elaborate a:p.d ne
cessary scale provided for by this bill. 
lt is. however, true that the need of 
amplified services in the connections 
rr.entioned has long been felt and 
voiced. The creation of such adequate 
services at this time is not contem
plated, because funds are not avail
able and it cannot reasonably be con
tended that they can be provided under 
existing conditions. These and other 
provisions must be regarded as en
abling in effect, rather than immedi
ately effective. As and when finances 
<;an be found to meet the cost of addi
tional public charities and public wel
fare services, legislation \Vill be avail
able under this Act to give authority 
for their establishment, and that es
tablishment will have to be authorised 
by the administration of the day, not 
by the Bureau in charge of the ser
vice now being discussed. 

In the case of the inspection of log
ging camps, the staff of the Depart
.ment of Agriculture and l\Iines will be 
utilized for investigating and reporting 
on the sanitary condition of such 
camps. In child welfare matters, the 
present organisation will continue to 
function. Xonia will continue to con
duct its nursing activities with its 
position enhanced, rather than r~

duced. These matters have all been 

c:uefully and repeatedly discussed 
with the interests affected, who not 
only endorse the Bill, but are anxious 
for its early enactment as calculated 
t :) impl·ove the position and the effec
tiveness of the various important pub
lic services they conduct. 

~ow as to the title of the Bill. The 
term Public Welfare is used advisedly 
instead of Public Charities. The trans
fer of the accounting for Old Age 
Pensions to the Office of the Commis
sioner of Charities is one reason for 
the change. Honorable gentlemen will 
quite understand the unfairness and 
inadvisability of labelling this small 
assistance to wornout fishermen as 
"Charity." Other services of economic 
value to the country will have to be 
conducted by the Bureau services 
which it would be equally unfair to 
tag with the label "Pauper relief." 

The recommendation in the report 
of the Commission of Inquiry already 
referred to was for the creation of a 
Bureau including in its personnel a 
single member of the Executive Coun
: il or at most two. The organisation 
now proposed by the Government is a 
Bureau to include every member of 
the Executive Council, thus having its 
policy dictated by the government as a 
whole and its affairs constantly under 
the immediate attention of the Gover
nor-in-Council. I am of the opinion, 
Sir, that the importance of the public 
policies to be formulated, of the ser
vices tq be rendered and of public ex
penditures that may from time to time 
b<! involved on the part of members of 
Council and this desire to exalt the 
Bure~u and its affairs to a position 
of the utmost dignity and prominence 
that can be given them by this or any 
otller administration. 

The main function of the Bureau of 
Health and Public \\~elfare will, of 
course, be the formulation of general 
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pc.licy for application to the services 
under its control. 

Its responsible ministerial head will 
continue to be the Colonial Secr~tary 

Its responsible executive heads, each 
charged with working out in practice 
the details of the policy formulated 
by the Bureau, will be the Secretary 
of Health and the Commissioner of 
Public Welfare. 

Decentralised control of our Public 
Health and Public Welfare institu
tions is, in the opinion of the Com
mission, responsible for the relatively 
high cost of some of these institutions 
to the people of Newfoundland, as well 
as for the fact that results are not 
usually obtained commensurate with 
the equipment or accomodation pro
vided or available. Control of such 
institutions will, therefore, be cen
tralised under the Bureau of Health 
and Public Welfare. The advantages 
are certain to be manifold; and may 
be summarised as follows: 

(1) The new management will be 
special and specific, treating institu
tional administration as the chief aim 
of its existence rather than one 
amongst a multiplicity of duties of 
this sort to be discharged. 

(2) It will abolish the present sys
tem of divided and overlapping author
ity, with consequent confusion and in
evitable waste. 

(3) It will ensure closest possible 
contact between all the institutions 
and all departments of all institutions 
and one central body charged with the 
duty and the power to formulate 
working policies and insist that every 
detail of institutional administration 
coincide therewith. 

( 4) It will constitute a guiding cen
tral authority and control for super
intendents of all institutions, assist-

ing such officials to manage their own 
institutional affairs, on the one hand 
and obviating isolated one-man con
trol, on the other hand. 

( 5) It will ensure utilisation of 
buildings, staff and equipment to the 
utmost possible degree as deter
mined by consideration of practicab
ility and necessity rather than by 
others of much less present moment. 
as so frequently occurs under decen
tralised control. 

(6) It will ensure much beneficial 
reciprocity as between institutions and 
the due classification and treatment 
of patients at the institutions best cal
culated to ensure sufficient and econ
omical hospitalisation of any par
ticular condition. Co-operation is 
badly needed along these lines today. 
It is the only means whereby public 
hospital institutions can be made to 
interlock in their activities. It can
not be ensured voluntarily. It must 
be enforced by a central governing 
body. 

(7) It can frequently arrange for 
central equipment for a number of in
stitutions rather than a very expen
sive duplication of such equipment in 
a number of separate institutions. 

(8) It can regulate efficiently and 
as economically as possible the ad
mission of patients, the payment of 
their expenses and other matters vi
tally important to their treatment. 

(9) It can decide as to the relative 
importance of requisitions of sup
paes and equipment for the various 
institutions, approving purchases only 
as shown to be indispensable to the 
efficiency of staff and of institutions, 
ignoring all other considerations, and 
approving expenditures in the order 
of their importance to the public ser
vice as a whole, not on the basis of any 
of the many secondary considerations 
that may arise. 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 43 

(10) General supplies could be pur- Council that that body had passed 
chased much more economically than 
at, present. Retail prices are now 
paid, whereas, at most, the prices, if 
not wholesale, should not be higher 
th.an the jobber's charge. 

I think. Mr .President, I have said 
sufficient for the present to justify on 
general principles, the adoption of the 
broad general principles embodied in 
this Bill. I have pointed to the ad
ministrative necessity for such an en
actment. I have shown how the or
ganisation of the Bureau will exalt the 
services to be administered by it to a 
position of due prominence and meti
culous attention. I have shown the 
necessity for the reorganisation of 
services and the co-ordination of ef
forts on the part of all concerned 
therein that is provided for in the Bill 

The advantages of the legal consoli
dation involved are apparent. The 
Government is fuly persuaded that 
this legislation will make for greater 
efficiency and economy in administra
tion, for consistent and advantageous 
public health and public welfare pol
icies and for the more advantageous 
use of the facilities, institutional and 
otherwise, already possessed by us. 
When the measure is in Committee . 
I will be pleased to indicate the gen
eral effects of the various parts com
prised in the Bill and to endeavor to 
satisfy honorable members on various 
po in ts as they may be raised. l\iean
while, Mr. President, I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

The Bill was read a second time, 
and ordered to be referred to a Com
mittee of the \\rhole House on tomor
row. 

HOX. TH::: PRESIDEXT announced 
that messages had been received from 
the House of Assembly acquainting the 

without amendment the amendments 
of the Council to the Bills Relating to 
the Keeping of Dogs, the Canning of 
Rabbits and Other Food, and to the 
Grading of Potatoes and Turnips. 

HOX. SIR TASKER COOK gave no
tice that he would on tomorrow move 
the Suspension of Rules for the re
mainder of the Session. 

The Council then adjourned until 
Friday, l\Iay 8th, at 3 p.m. 

FRIDAY, May 8, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Coun
cil met at 3 p.m. 

The Notice of Motion for the sus
pension of Rules was deferred. 

The Council resolved itself into a 
Committe-e of the Whole on the Terra 
~ova Oils Bill. Hon. Mr. Milley in the 
Chair. 

HOX. JIR. JOB asked leave to with
draw his original amendment and sub
stitute the following: 

"It is declared that, as the Com
"pany may by reason of its free
"dom from taxation be in a position 
"to compete to the disadvantage of 
"industries already established in 
"Xewfoundland, it is not the inten
"tion that the concessions granted 
"shall place the Company in any 
"such advantageous position." 

HOX. CAPT. KEAN supported the 
amendment. 

Committee rose and reported the 
Bill having passed with some amend
ment. The report was received, and, 
on motion of the Hon. the Leader of 
the Government, read a third time, 
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passed, and ordered to be sent to the 
House of Assembly with a message 
that the Council had passed the same 
with an amendment. 

The Council resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the St. 
John's Gas Light Company Bill. Hon. 

\Yas no limitation set forth as regards 
fines or imprisonments in some cases 
and the Department of Justice wished 
to have the matter rectified. 

HO~. THE PRESIDE:XT stated that 
he had received mBssages from the 
Eouse of Assembly to the effect that 

:\-Ir. McNamara in the Chair. Com- they had passed a Loan BilJ and a Bill 
mittee rose and reported the Bill hav
ing passed without amendment. The 
report was received, and the Bill or
dered to be read a third time on to
morrow. 

The Bill "An Act to Amend the Crim
inal Law" was, on motion, read a 
third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the House -0f Assembly with a 
message that the Council had passed 
the same without amendment. 

The Council went into Committee of 
the Whole on the Bill "An Act to Facil
itate the Operation of the Newfound
land Hotel." Hon. Mr. Job in the 
Chair. 

Committee rose and reported the Bill 
having passed without amendment, and 
it was ordered to be read a third time 
on tomorrow. 

The Council went into Committee 
on the Permanent Marine Disasters 
Fund Bill. Hon. l\lr. Macpherson in 
the Chair. Committee reported having 
passed the Bill without amendment. 
and it was ordered to be read a third 
time on tomorrow. 

relating to a Protocol on Arbitration 
Clauses, in which they requested the 
concurr.:mce of the Legislative Council 
On motio:. these Bills were read a first 
time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on tomorrow. 

The Council then adjourned until 
l\Ionday, ~1ay 11th, at 3.30 p.m. 

)10~DAY, llay 11, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Council 
niet at 3.30 p.m. 

Notice of motion for Suspension of 
Rules deferred. 

The following Bills were severally 
rEad a third time, passed, and order
ed to be sent to the House of Assem
bly with a message informing that 
body that the Council had passed the 
same without amendment: 

"An Act to Amend the Act 59 Yic
toria, Chapter 39, entitled 'An Act to 
Incorporate a Company under the 
Style and Title of the St. John's Gas 
Light Company."' 

"An Act to Facilitate the Operation 
of the >rewfoundland Hotel." 

The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee of the Whole on the Public 
Health Bill. tlon. Mr. Milley in the 
Chair. Committee reported having 
passed the Bill without amendment, 
and it was ordered to be read a third 
time on tomorrow. 

"An Act to Amend Chapter 76 of the 
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series) 
eLtitled 'Of the Permanent l\Iarine Dis

HO:X. SIR TASKER COOK asked asters Fund.'" 
leave to recommit the Bill "An Act to 
Amend the Summary Jurisdiction Act." "An Act Respecting Health and Pub-
He understood that in the Act ther he \Velfare." 
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On motion for the Second reading 
of the· Loan Bill, ROX. ::.VIR. McNA
MARA spoke as follows: 

~Ir. President. this loan before us is 
a money m easure. and unfortunately 
we have no control over it, but there 
i~ nothing to prevent us expressing 

· our opinion on it, and I really think 
this Act should not go through the 
Council without protest or comment 
t,f some kind from its members. 

The amount called for is $8.000.000, 
made up as follows: 

$2,000.000 for repayment of a tem
porary \Var Loan. 

$1,000,000 for a temporary loan from 
the Bank of Montreal. 

$2,000,000 for deficit on General 
Public Account for 1930-31. 

• 

$150,000 for 1927-28 unliquidated 
Rail way deficit. 

$600,000 for deficit on 1930-31, in
cluding expenses in stranding S.S. 
"CARIBOU" and Railway a/ c. 

$1,250,000 for General purposes of 
Dominion, including cost of raising 
Loan. 

This. therefore, leaves the large 
sum of $510,000 to be spent on pur
l-'Oses not specified. "\Vhat this $570,000 
will be spent for will of course remain 
a mystery until the Council meets 
agair .. '1ut we can be pretty \Vell sure 
it w{ll not be eYpended by our prei:>ent 
ruler~ with due regard to economy. 

The principal cause of all these big 
Loans can be attributed to criminal 
waste and extravagance in adminis
tering the affairs of the country, and 
with the present rate of expenditure 
continuing, there can be no hope for 
the eventual recovery of this Dominion 

The Government in its pretended 
dtsire to do something to reduce Pub
lic Expenditure have decided upon 
cutting the Civil Service 10% while 
their own sessional pay of $1,000 each 
for two months sitting remains un
a!tered. This 10% reduction, as al
ready pointed out, is unfair and un
just and the cut should be on a slid
ing scale, and low salaries should be 
reduced much less proportionately than 
high salaries. 

I think the unwarranted cut of 10% 
on the Teachers' salaries is a tragedy 
and a disaster. It is well known that 
the teaching profession is very poorly 

$1,0000,00 for :i\Iunicipal Council for paid, and cannot stand this reduction. 
Civic improvements. 

It is understood that the Govern
ment intend allocating $10,000 for 
each District. or $370.000 for the 37 
Districts, to help aid the Fisheries. 

In addition to this amount the re
gular yearly allocation of $150,000 to 
the 37 Districts is to be applied. 

Then it is estimated it will cost 
$160,000 to raise the Loan. 

These three items represent an out
lay of $680,000 out of the $1,250,000, 
leaving a balance of $570.000 for gen 
eral purposes of the country. 

The result of this cut on th·e teach
ers will be far-reaching, and in the 
long run the pupils will be the suf
ferers, as you cannot expect teachers 
to take an interest in their scholars 
if they are not paid for their services. 

The Premier, on being interviewed 
by the Teachers' Association, told that 
body that if they could suggest means 
of increasing the Revenue of the coun
try, it would be possible to avoid a 
reduction of the Education Grant. 

The Teachers answered by suggest
ing that all bonuses, sinecures, per-
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quisites and unreasonable payments 
for overtime be abolished. 

They also suggested disbanding the 
Agricultural Commission, the great
est joke of the age, and all Commis
s ions that did not justify their exist
ence ,and stop the subsidies on steam
ers which did not give an adequate 
return. 

Of course all these suggestions will 
be disregarded. 

I have another suggestion to make 
to raise Revenue without appreciably 
hurting anybody, and that is to put 
a 10% tax on the five or six million 
dollars worth of goods that are ad
mitted duty free, exclusive of flour , 
\Yhich can still remain on the free list. 

I made this suggestion before, but 
of course it has fallen on deaf ears, 
although it would give the Minister 
of Finance another five or six hun
dred thousand dollars per annum to 
help him out in his yearly deficit 

The trouble about our financial af
fairs today is this, that our rulers do 
not appear to be able to grasp the sig
nificance or value of money, and the 
public funds of the Colony are scat
tered here, there and everywhere, re
gardless of returns or consequences. 

Is it any wonder, therefore, to find 
that we are collecting roughly $11,-
000,000 in Revenue yearly and spend
it all ,or in other words, we are prac
tically spending $1,000,000 a month to 
run our little country, and are still 
dissatisfied that we are not spending 
more. 

There can be only one end to the 
present carnival of extravagance and 
that is insolvency, which cannot be 
very much longer delayed, with its 
degradation and humiliation. 

Our present debt with the new loan 
added will bring us over the $90,000,-
000 mark and with next year's inevit
.able loan to follow we wi~l have ap
proached the stupendous debt of 
$100,000,000, a sum we can never hope 
t0 pay the interest on or 1 educe un
less succeeding governments practice 
economy, live within their income and 
spend less money than they collect. 

HOX. CAPT. KEAN.-Mr. President, 
the first year I had a seat in this 
Fouse the Loan Bill was five million 
dollars. One hon. gentlem'.ln got up 
and said in effect "where are we and 
whither tending?" and then asked 
the reporters not to take down his 
words. He made, in my opinion, a 
very eloquent speech. Two or three 
others followed and all congratulated 
him for the stand he had taken with 
the exception of myself, and I inform
ed him that in my opinion nothing of 
that nature spoken in secret but 
would be proclaimed from the house
tops. Since then that hon. gentleman 
:flls a very important position in an
other branch of this legislature and 
is in part responsible for this Loan 
Bill of today, which has increased in 
magnitude to the tune of two million 
c10llars. In saying this I do not for 
one moment mean that he is in any 
way responsible for the increase, but 
:;:- do say if he had any way of pre
venting it then he has certainly failed 
tc accomplish it. 

It may be circumstances over which 
none of us has any control that has 
brought it about. It may be world 
conditions have brought it about. I am 
inclined to think it is. However, it is 
not my intention to lay the blame on 
any one particular party, but just so 
far as I think governments are re
sponsible. I think all the govern
ments we have had in the last thirty 
years are equally guilty, and where 
they have all failed in my opinion is 
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by permitting so much goods to come 
in under the table of exemptions. I 
do not mean by that those goods that 
have have come in free by statute to 
encourag2 foreign capital to come in 
here to help us develop our resources, 
as I think the 4th clause in His Ex
cellency's speech this session shows 
us this is fully justifiable and with 
ycur permission I would like to read 
it 

"During the fiscal year which ended 
last June the export of pulp and paper 
showed an increase of 32,000 tons, and 
an increase value of over $1,000,000. 
For the same period, with the increas
ed production at Buchans, there show
ed an increase export of 360,000 tons 
of minerals with an increased value 
of three and a quarter million dollars. 
For the last four years the total value 
of the exports exceeded that of the 
imports i:i the fiscal year 1926-27, the 
excess of exports over imports was 
more than $5,000,000; in the following 
fiscal year the excess was over $6,
COO ,OOO; in the next year it was over 
$7,500,000, and jn the year ending 
June, 1.930, it was over $8,000,000." 

Hon. gentlemen will remember the 
first year I was in this House there 
was a great deal of talk about the 
fisheries being the mainstay of the 
country. In one of my remarks on 
that point I said if the :fisheries were 
the mainstay of the country, then I 
hoped the Lord would have mercy on 
the country. The answer to my re
mark you will find in the fifth clause 
which contains the following: "These 
f gures show the progress that is be
ing made in the development of the 
colony's resources. Twenty years ago 
the fishery products constituted 90% 
O" our exports. While in the last fiscal 
year the value of the fishery pro
ducts did not amount to 50 % of the 
value of our exports. While the loss 
to our people, through the shortage 

in the catch and the very low price 
received for our codfish in the mark
ets, has been considerable, it is not 
felt in the same degree as would have 
been the case twenty years ago and I 
sincerely hope our other latent re
sources will be very shortly develop
ec~ and give employment and labor to 
cur people. 

The Finance Minister in 1927 made 
t1e following remark which, with your 
permission, I would like to read. He 
said, as a matter of fact, the value 
of free imports into this country is ap
proximately forty per cent of all im
ports during the year 1925-1926. The 
official figures are: dutiable goods $16,-
735,073.00 ; free goods $10,815,232.00. 
Dutiable goods only exceeds free en
tries by less than $6,000,000. The fol
k wing is a list of the principal items: 
Flour, 361,232 barrels, $2,922,496.00; 
salt beef, 43,157 barrels, $816,030.00; 
pork, 20,849 barrels, $630,160.00; out
port coal, 101,876 tons, $538,643.00; 
kero oil 1,100,000 gallons, $132,745.00; 
gasoline, 1,249,239 gallons, $275,675.00; 
f1 uit from Spain, $31,171.00; tomatoes 
and onions, $25,539, worth in all $5,-
571,460.00. To permit all these goods 
in duty free is, in my opinion, a very 
injudicious step, as the following fig
ures will show. It was spoken of as a 
means to help the fishermen. But the 
census of 1921 shows our inhabitants 
were 263,000 people, 65,000 of whom 
were fishermen. To favor this 65,000, 
197 ,000 were exempted from taxation . 
which meant a loss to the revenue of 
0ver a half million dollars annually 
which would mean in thirty years fif
tE>en million dollars. I think the quick
er our politicians talk of Newfound
lrtnd as a whole and not divide it into 
classes the better for all concerned. 
Learn to talk of them as a body, and 
then remember although the body is 
one it hath many members and all 
members have not the same office and 
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the hand cannot say to the foot I have 
no need of thee, and the eye cannot 
say to the ear, I have no need of you. 
Although others may differ with me 
upon that point, the fact remains they 
rave steered the opposite course and 
where has it landed us? 

In fifty years our public debt has 
increased from less than two million 
to 93 million dollars and many fisher
n: en are wondering today where they 
v;ill get supplies for the fishery, and 
other classe are equally strapped for 
something to do to keep poverty from 
their door. All eyes are turned and 
all ears are opened to the criticism of 
the Government, perhaps justly so 
tut to bring about any substantial re
form it must go deeper than that. 
Every man and woman in the country 
should ask himself and herself the 
question: If the state of the country 
is due to world conditions, what part 
have we as a community played in 
bringing that about and what part 
can we play in bringing about reform? 

Is it not a fact apart from govern
ment altogether, communities wield an 
influence for good or ill; and right 
here I ask you to turn up the report 
of the Liquor Control Board and look 
at Schedule A and you will see there 
was spent last year for liquor $1,128,-

675 .13. 

Now I want to say, Mr. President, 
I am not a temperance crank and not 
of the type that believes that if a man 
crinks a glass of liquor that he is 
doomed to perdition. In fact I am 
not speaking from the moral aspect of 
of the situation, altho I am free to ad
mit there is a moral side. But I am 
speaking entirely from the standpoint 
of economics. It is true we have been 
told that rum is the greatest collector 
of revenue we have, but the worst 
r;oint about that is the more revenue 
we get the greater the waste, and the 
more harn1 is done to us as a people, 

because rum is the enemy of law and 
order and the cost of regulating and 
r.iaintaining the peace must surely run 
into hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Dispense with rum and you could dis
rense with half of our police force. 
Dispense with rum and you could re
duce your staff at the penitentiary 50 
per cent. With another fact staring 
you in the face, that for 80 per cent 
" ho go there, directly and indirectly 
rum is the cause. The above is the 
lowest value that can be placed upon 
the harm that is done by this curse 
Estimate, if you can, on the damage 
done to the homes of the victim3 of 
strong drink. The underfed and the 
half-clothed young men and young 
women that these wretched homes 
sent out to 'do battle '\\'i.th life, without 
an education, doomed to be hewers of 
wood and drawers of water, and then 
tell me do you think that we should 
exult over the fact that their curse 
nas increased our revenue a few dol
lars and cents. But, Sir, there is one 
redeeming feature in this report. The 
very last item is five dollars conscience 
money. The Lord knows it's time 
and I sincerely hope that all those who 
have contributed their share towards 
that million dollars will have their 
consciences troubling them until they 
see the enormity of this curse to the 
country as I see it. If so, then they 
\vill see that in this Loan Bill of seven 
million dollars, one million is to re
place the amount that has been spent 
the past year in intoxicating drink
-v .. Thich has a world-wide reputation for 
carryin~ in its track a curse to hu
manity greater than war, pestilence or 
famine put together. 

This question rests with the com
munity; it is your work to carry it on. 

It is your work to reform. In speak
as I have I feel I have only done my 
duty. 
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I close with this injunction: Why 
spend ye your money for that which 
i!:i not bread, arid give your labor for 
that which satisfieth not. 

In moving the second reading of the 
Bill in Relation to a Protocol on Ar
bitration Clauses, HON. SIR TASKER 
COOK explained the Bill in the fol
lowing words: 

l\Ir. President, this Bill entitled "An 
.:~ct to Give Effect to a Protocol on 
Arbitration Clauses signed on behalf 
of His :\1ajesty at a Meeting of the 
Assembly of the League of Nationr 

the Twenty-fourth day of Sep
tember, 1923, and to a Convention on 
the Execution of Arbitral Awards 
signed on behalf of His Majesty at 
Geneva on the Twenty-sixth day of 
September, 1927," is a formal matter 
as clearly appears from the Bill it
self. The recitals read as follows: 

"WHEREAS at a Meeting of the 
Assembly of the League of :\f ations 
held on the twenty-fourth of Sep
tember, A.D. ninete·en and twenty
three the Protocol on arbitration 
clauses set forth in Sch.edule "A'' to 
this Act was signed on behalf of 
His Majesty. 

"A~D vVHEREAS on the twenty
sixth day of September, A.D. nine
ten hundred and twenty-seven the 
Conventfon on the execution of Ar
bitral Awards set forth in Schedule 
"D" to this Act was signed at Gen
eva on behalf of His Majesty, AND 
\\,.HEREAS it is expedient to give 
effect to the said Protocol and Con
vention in the Dominion of New
foundland as hereinafter provided." 

They in themselves give a clear ex
planation of the circumstances. Thi~ 

Bill should have been passed year3 
ago, and is nmY made to apply to any 
awards made after July 28, 1924. It 

was deferred by previous Ministers of 
Justice because nobody was prepared 
to act in connection with the matte! 
without a study of the situation. This 
our present Prime l\Iinister, had the op
portunity of doing when in London 
with the result that this Bill was the 
subject of careful preparation by the 
Department cf Justice, and any 
points of wording in doubt were re
ferred to the law advisers of the Crown 
in London tJ make absolutely sure that 
the Bill was properly drafted. 

It merely means that if a Xew
f oundlander and a Frenchman have an 
arbitration here in St. John's, the 
f\~ ~ \• , ...... ,_.u.~ander can enforce that arbi
tration against the Frenchman in 
France without all the cumbersome 
machinery of taking legal proceedings 
against him in France on the pres~n
tation of the arbitrators. Likewis·e 
if a Newfoundlander and a Frenchman 
have an arbitration in Paris, the award 
r·an be enforced against the ~ewfound
lander here. 

Under the old system the award 
would have no validity outside of the 
country in which it was given except 
to the extent that legal proceedings 
could be instituted on that award in 
the foreign country. That would mean 
that the whole matter would have to 
be gone over again at enormous ex
pense and inconvenience. 

This Bill is technical in character, 
and may be referred to as a lawyer's 
bill straightening out international 
p1ocedure. 

In my memory, which stands for a 
good many years' practical experience 
of commercial business in St. ·John's 
I do not know of any case which the 
Bill would affect, and unless the pol
icy of arbitration instead of litigation 
develops very much more than it has 
done during recent years, it may be a 
week of centuries before we hear of 
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this Bill in actual operation. It is 
important, however, that Newfound
land should run in harmony with Can
ada, New Zealand, the United King
aom, and all the other leading coun
tries, because there is always possib
ility that at any moment a case may 
arise, and an awkward and unpleasant 
situation would be created if we were 
the only part of the British Empire 
which had not by our own legislatiou 
carried out the arbitration 3.rrange· 
ments provided by the League of ~a
tions, and in accordance with Inti:ir-
1:ational Conventions signed in rela
tion thereto. 

This Bill is no more and no less than 
a measure of that nature which the 
Imperial Government has asked us to 
put into effect in this country. 

I beg to move the second reading. 

The Bill · ·as read a second time and 
ordered to be referred to a Committee 
of the \Vhole House on tomorrow. 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK, with the 
unanimous consent of the Whole Coun
cil moved that the Council resolve it
self into a Committee of the Whole on 
an amendment of the Summary Juris
diction Act. 

!:!O:X. T:Iz P3ESIDENT explained 
the importance of the amendment un
der co sideration. A case had come 
to notice in which the offender, altho 
guilty, could not be sentenced by the 
::.\Iagistrate because no penalty ha( 
teen set forth in the Act. This amend
ment was to remedy that state of af
fairs. The assent of the Council being 
given, the Bill was re-committed. Hon 

' Capt. Kean in the Chair. 

Committee ros; and reported having 
passe1 the Bill without amendment 
With the unanimous consent of the 
Council, the Bill WaJ.S then read a third 
time, and it was ordered that a mes-

sage be sent to the House of Assembly 
infor:i1ing that body that the Coundl 
had passed the same. 

The Cquncil then adjourned until 
3.30 p.m. tomorrow, Saturday, :\lay 12. 

TLESD.AY, May 12th, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Coun
cil met at 3.30 p.m. 

Notice of motion for Suspension of 
Rules was deferred. 

On motion, the Council resolved it
SE-lf intJ Committee of the Whole on 
the Loan Bill. Hon. l\Ir. Steer in the 
er.air. 

HO:X. S JIILLEY.-Mr. President, it 
i~ not my purpose to oppose this Bill, 
but I wish to use this occasion to make 
a few remarks on present conditions 
and upon future prospects. Kearly 
thirty years ago I was appointed to 
this House in company with Hons. 
John Harvey, J. D. Ryan, and John 
Anderson. These colleagues have since 
passed away, as have also all the 
r:::iembers who occupied seats in this 
Council at that time, with the excep
tion of Sir Edgar Bowring who has 
long ceased to be a member. Some 
seven or eight others who have re
ceived appointement to this body dur
ing these thirty years have also pass
ed on. I am, therefore, the sole sur
vivor of those who went in and out 
of this House thirty years ago. Thir
ty years is a period concerning which 
one can perhaps review conditions as 
they have occurred to him from time 
to time. The old ship of state, New
foundland, has sailed thru some heavy 
seas during the time I have had the 
honor of sitting in this House, and, 
thanks to a kindly Providence, and to 
wise seamanship on the part of those 
v.rho held the helm, she has so far 
been able to steer clear of the rocks. 
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To my mind-. and I say this from 
no spirit of partisanship, for not once 
have I registered a partisan vote in 
this Council-Xewfoundland is facing 
heavier seas today that she has yet 
faced, and . wise indeed must be the 
men at the helm if the rocks are to 
be avoided and disaster averted. From 

. a legislative standpoint, two men hold 
the helm today, Rt. Hon. Sir Richard 
Squires in the Lower House, and Hon. 
Sir Tasker Cook in this one. Are they 
going to be equal to the task? They 
can if they so will it; or are they go
ing to let us continue to drift until 
their most strenuous efforts will be 
useless? 

As a business man I have for sev
eral years now, had access to the 
opinions of leading financiers on both 
sides of the water, and I have yet to 
find one who takes a really optimis
tic view of things as he looks into the 
immediate future. "\Yith world condi
tions so full of forebading, surely we 
iu this little isle "should sit up and 
take notice," and not be engaged in 
bartering our birthright for a mess of 
pottage. 

I welcome to this House the Hon 

nature. Of course, I may be wrong 
about this. and it may be something is 
being done. I can say, however, that 
the trade has not felt the uplift yet 
for dishonorable practices a re still 
going on to the detriment of those 
who are doing their business in an 
honorable manner . 

I think that every business man in 
tnis Chamber will agree with me when 
I say that wise cousels must prevail 
if we hope to survive the serious con
cition of affairs now upon us, and I 
rr..ake an appeal to all who have any 
power in this land to be "up and do
iPg" if they realy have any regard for 
tl~is island home of ours. It is high 
tjme that the game of politics ceased 
a1 .. d that the more serious game of 
statesmanship. sincere and real, be 
played. 

Retrenchment is essential every
where in oµr financial outlays, but I 
must say that I am sorry that it has 
not started at the top instead of where 
it has. A strong hand at the wheel 
and a "stiff upper lip" are what we 
need now on the part of those whom 
the people have given authority. I 
might close by saying that I am not a 
pessimist yet, but I fear for our future 

Harold Macpherson. representing as unless a little more satesmanship is 
he does one of our largest business · c•isplayed, and that such statesman
concerns, and I want to commend him .ship is possible, I have no doubt. 
for the timely remarks made on open
ing day in his maiden address. I did 
not have the pleasure of hearing him 
but I was pleased to read the report 
of his speech in the press. But what 
has · resulted? The Board of Trade 
".dth commendable promptitude, took 
the matter up, a special committee sat 
on it, and made important suggestions 
These were forwarded to the proper 
authorities. but nothing has so fa.r 
been done. In other words, :\ir. l\Iac
pherson has been told (by inference 
at any rate) that he is only wasting 
his time by making complaints of this 

Committee rose and reported having 
passed the Bill without amendment 
The report was received, and, with the 
consent of the Council the Bill was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered 
to be sent to the House of Assembly 
with a :\1essage informing that body 
that the Council had passed the same 
without amendment. 

On motion the Council resolved it-
self into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Bill to Give Effect to a Protocol 
on Arbitration Clauses. Hon. :i\Ir 

.. 
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:'.lcXamara in the Chair. Committee 
rose, and reported the Bill having 
passed without amendment. The Re
J;Ort was received, and, with the con
sent of the Council the Bill was read 
a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the Lo\ver House with a l\.IeiJ
sage to the effect that the Council had 
passed the same without amendment. 

HOX. THE PRESIDEXT read mes
sages from the House of Assembly 
acquainting the Council that they had 
passed the following Bills in which 
they requested the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council: 

spect to all matters now or to come 
beiore it, be suspended. Tlie motion 
was carried unanimously. 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK moved 
the second reading of the Bill "An 
Act Respecting a Reduction in the 
Publi~ Expenditure for the Fiscal 
Year 1931-32," explaining it as fol
lows: 

l\Ir. President, This is the Bill which 
provides for a reduction of 10% in the 
Estimates for the coming fiscal year. 
'There is no need for me to refer to 
this at any length because the Bill it
self is self-explanatory. I beg to move 

"An Act Respecting a Reduction in tne second reading. 
the Public Expenditure for the Fiscal 
Year 1931-32." The Bill was read a secon'd time and 

"An Act Respecting Certain Retir
ing Allowances." 

"An Act Further to Amend the 
Revenue Act, 1925." 

"The Public Service Act." 

These Bills were on motion sever
ally read a first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time on tomorrow. 

HON. THE PRESIDEXT stated that 
he had received messages from the 
House of Assembly to the effect that . 
tl.ey had passed without amendment 
the amendments to the Terra Xova . 
Oils Bill and the Summary Jurisdic-
tion Bill. 

On motion the Council adjourned un
til 1Vednesday, :i\Iay 13th, at 3.30 p.m. 

lYEDXESDAY, )lay 13th, 1931. 

referred to a Committee of the \Vhole 
House. Hon. l\Ir. O'Dea in the Chair. 
The Committee reported the Bill hav
ing passed without amendment; the 
report was received, the Bill read a 
third time, and ordered to be sent to 
the House of Assembly with a ?\Ies
sage that the Council had passed the 
same without amendment. 

HO~ SIR TASKER COOK moved 
the second reading of the Retiring Al
lcnance Bill, as follows: 

l\Ir. President, this Bill contains a 
list of Civil Servants who have been 
retired during the past year as set 
forth in the Estimates. It is necessary 
in the case of pensions to have a 
special Bill enacted providing for the 
payment of the pensions. The mere 
fact that the amounts. have been pass
Ed in the Estimates does not suffice. 
This is the same practice that has been 
followed every year and is necessary 
to have the pensions legally paid. I 
move the second reading of the Bill 

The Council met at 3.30 p.m. pur-
suant to adjournment. The Bill was read a second time 

and referred to a Committee of the 
HO~. SIR TASKER COOK moved \Vhole Council. Hon. :\fr. Job in the 

that the Rules of the House with re- Chair. The Chairman of the Com-



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 53 

mittee reported the Bill having passed 
without amendment, and on motion it 
y, as read a third time, and ordered to 
be sent to the House of Assembly with 
a :.\1essage that the Council had passed 
the same without amendment. 

On the motion for second reading 
01 the Bill ·'An Act Further to Amend 

· tte R.evenue Act, 1925," HOX. SIR 
TASKER COOK stated: 

Mr. President, the Amendments to 
the Revenue Act this year are not of a 
nature to which anybody can object 
'I axes are neither put on nor taken 
cff. Necessary adjustments have been 
made. The Xail Factory seems to have 
been lucky in getting an E;Xtra quar
ter cent a pound protection, as that 
concern has been operating under 
great difficulty during the past year 
or so. A sl:ght adjustment has also 
been made in the duty on candy. That 
is a matter which, I feel, that at our 
age we will not be personally inter
ested. Batteries for fishermen have 
in the past been rated at 40 % duty 
Other batteries have been placed at 
58 %. This difference has provided an 
opportunity for anybody who wanted 
tc beat the Customs to do so. It has 
not been possible to keep track of bat
teries once they have been imported 
and ascertain whether they ran the 
spark plug of a fisherman's engine or 
a high clas motor car. Small tins 
for honey will now be allowed in at 
15 % instead of the rate of 45 per cent 
hitherto charged. This will encourage 
people to keep bees in hives instead 
of in their bonnets. These are the only 
changes contemplated in the Revenue 
Act, and as in the majority of cases 
they provide a slight additional pro
tection for local industries, I have 
no doubt they will meet with the ap
proval of honorable gentlemen. · I 
rr.ove the second reading of the Bill 

The Bill was read a second time. 
and on motion referred to a Com-

mittee of the Whole Council, which 
Committee reported the Bill having 
been read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to be sent to the House of 
As·sembly with a Message to the effect 
that the Council had passed the same 
without amendment. 

HO:X. SIR TASKER COOK moved 
the second reading of the Public Ser
vice Bill as follows: 

Mr. President, this is the usual Bill 
for the granting to His Majesty of cer
tain sums of money for defraying cer
... ain expenses of the Public Service for 
the :financial years ending respective
ly the thirtieth day of June, One Thou
sand Nine Hundred and Thirty-one 
and the thirtieth day of June, One 
'I housand Nine Hundred and Thirty
two, and for other purposes relating 
to the Public Service. I move its 
clacond reading. 

HO~. lUR. JOB.-Mr. President, I 
always feel when the annual money 
Bills are presented for our approval 
that although we have not the privi
lege of making amendments, we are 
nevertheless neglecting our duties if 
we do not comment to some extent up
on the proposed expenditures. 

A few days ago we listened to an 
admirable and forcible address by the 
Hon. member on my left, and to an
other by the Hon. member on my right, 
dealing to some extent with these mat
tGrs, and only yesterday the Hon. Mr. 
Milley made an eloquent patriotic ap
peal which I am sure touched us 
deeply. 

One of the Hon. members mentioned 
went so far as to intimate that in his 
opinion the old colony was on the 
verge of bankruptcy, and with every 
wish to avoid undue pessimism. it must 
be admitted that the immediate fu
ture is dark indeed, and that it will 
·need a strong hand to force the heavy 
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reductions in expenditure which are 
e5sential in view of our decreasing 
revenues and increasing expenditures. 
A drastic reduction of expenditures is 
a vital necessity, and it behooves us 
to consider to what, if any, extent the 
:figures now presented for our con
sideration meet the situation. 

A government in a democratic 
country is driven by force of public 
opinion to cater to the wishes of the 
electorate, and present day elector
ates are, I fear, very difficult to con
vince that even in times such as those 
through which we are passing, dras
tic retrenchment is a vital necessity. 
I fear it is only too true, also, that 
political leaders will not face the 
facts, and endeavor to educate the 
electorate to the dangers, but are in
clined themselves to drift with the 
tide rather than to boldly stem it. 

You and I, Mr. President, and every
one in this Chamber, know in our heart 
of hearts, that we are being asked to 
approve of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of expenditure which, under 
present conditions, should be cut out 
entirely. 

As practical men we know that these 
payments to commissioners are all 
wrong, and that no value is obtained 
from them from the point of Yiew of 
the colony, but rather that they are 
payments made to keep a political 
party together. 

I have very little doubt about being 
correct when I state that many hun
dreds of thousands of dollars are 
wasted in the purchasing of goods, as 
i11 nearly every department of the 
Government an excessive cost of at 
least 25 % is eventually paid as com
Pc1 red with purchase costs under a 
sane purchasing system, and the rea
son again is a desire to keep a poli
tical party following together. 

It is not pleasant to make remarks 
of this sort, but we are wanting in 
our duty if we avoid such comments. 

I fear that public opinion in this 
old land must be roused before any 
government can be induced to take a 
sane stand on this question of ex
penditures. 

A few weeks ago a public meeting 
vas called by some of our most re
spected, independent, and public
spirited citizens, to protest against 
these extravagances. Th:s meeting 
expressed in no uncertain way the 
alarm of the electorate at the serious 
vosition facing us, and one would 
imagine that such expressions of pub
lic opinion would be welcomed by any 
patriotic body of people. It is this 
kind of public spirit that is now 
wanted all over this fine old colony. 
It is regrettable that a certain "news
pn.per," which I am informed circulates 
largely through our island homes, 
took occasion to draw a red herring 
across the trail and to endeavor to be
little the undoubtedly sincere inten
tions of the convenor of this meeting 
and of those present. 

I believe that I am expressing the 
views of all in this Chamber when I 
close these remarks by expressing the 
hope that such public-spirited meet 
ings will S·pread over the face of this 
land, and bring to our rulers, whoever 
they may be, the conviction that the 
Ume has really arrived when the elec
tc rate will no longer tolerate the 
waste and extravagance that is so 
rapidly driving us into complete loss 
of our independence as a self-govern
ing colony. 

HOX. )lB. AYRE endorsed the re
marks made by the honorable member, 
saying that one could not but feel very 
considerably the exceedingly serious 
condition of the country's finances. He 
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expressed himself as not being wedded 
to any party; what he said was free 
from political feeling. ::\Ioney was 
being squandered and wasted from 
year to year and unless something 
was done things would go from bad to 
worse until eventually we might find 
ourselves in the disgraceful position of 
Xew Sol.1th "\Yales. In his opinion, a 
recent remark of an hon. gentleman, 
viz., that we wanted statesmen, not 
politicians, struck at the crux of the 
whole matter. Gladstone was cited as 
an outstanding example of a states
man. In his position as Prime Minis
ter of England, he recognized that he 
was accountable to the people for the 
money spent; it was not to be spent 
for his own benefit. On one occasion 
while he was living at 10 Down"1ng 
Stret, a gravel walk was being sodded 
and Gla:}stone enquired where the 
money was coming from to pay for it. 
On being told from the Exchequer, he 
replied: "I am not going to have money 
spent on improvements for my bene
fit." The work was stopped and the 
walks remains today unsodden-a 
monument to Gladstone. Statesman
ship does not consist in spending 
money; but rather in wisely caring for 
it in the best interests of the country. 
In referring to the meeting mention
ed by the honorable member, he said 
he was not present at that meeting 
but as far as he could see from what 
be had read it was non-political and 
afforded the Government a splendid 
opportunity to take hold and use it. 
if possessed of any unselfishness. He 
trusted that something more would 
follow in the direction of that meeting. 
He protested against the enormous 
leakage which was draining the coun
try and n1ining it so that it was al
!llost impossible for a hard-working 
man to live in it. A few days ago 
these men had been referred to as 
"hewers of wood and drawers of 
water." In passing, :Mr. Ayre paid a 

glowing tribute to these wielders of the 
axe and the toilers of the sea; their 
i!ldu~try. skill and use of time, were 
commendable and praiseworthy. Men 
were put in their right places at these 
occupations and rendered faithful ser
vice in the position~ they filled. We 
had, in his opinion, too much execu
tive machinery; enough to run a 
country of several millions, instead 
of one with only a population of 250.000 
One way of retrenchment suggested 
was to cut off some of this superflu
ous machinery which was only afford
ing men an opportunity of receiving 
salaries for which they had not to 
work very industriously. 

The Council went into a committee 
of the whole on the Public Service 
Bill. Hon. Mr. Milley in the Chair. 

The Committee rose and reported 
raving passed the Bill without amend
ment. It was then read a third time, 
and ordered that a mesage be sent to 
the House of Assembly informing that 
body to that effect. 

The following Bills were read a first 
time: 

"An. Act relating to Salt Cod Fish." 

"An Act to Amend the Municipal Act.' 

"The International Grenfell Asso
ciation Act." 

The Council then adjourned until 
tomorrow at 11 a.m. 

TH"CRSDAY, Xay 11th, 1931. 

Council met at 11 a.m. pursuant to 
adjournment. 

The Address to His Majesty the 
King was read a first time. 

HOX. SIR TASKER COOK, in mov
ing its second reading, spoke as fol
lows: :\Ir. President, when on the 
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23rd of April, 1918, Sir Charles Alex
ander. Harris, then Governor of ~ew
foundland, opened the Seventh Session 
of the Twenty-third General Assem
bly, he made the following statement: 

"On this, the first occasion of 
"meeting you in session, I believe 
"that you would wish me just to 
"refer to the recent complete recog
"nition of the status of ~ewfound
"land as one of His i\lajesty's self
"governing Dominions.', 

l\Iany years have passed since that 
initial announcement, and it is not un
til now, after many Imperial confer
ences, that definite steps for the leg'c~! 
cind constitutional consummation of 
this pronouncement are being taken. 
This step is the result of the decision 
of the representatives of Newfound
land and all the other Dominions of 
the. British Empire, namely, Canada, 
Australia, Xew Zealand, South Africa, 
and the Irish Free State, and con
sists in the submission to both branch
es of the Legisla~ure of );ewfoundland 
·of a Resolution to the effect that an 
humble Address be · presented to His 
·Majesty the King in wording as it is 
before us today. 

In moving the second reading of 
tbe Bill "An Act Relating to Salt Cod
fish," HON. SIR TASKER COOK 
spoke as follows: 

l\Ir. President, for many years an 
effort has been made to stabilise the 
codfish export business. It appears 
that we have got to a point where the 
House of Assembly, both Government 
and Opposition, and the chief ex
po:rters are in agreement on the matter 
cf policy, namely, Standardization of 
sa It codfish for export. This Bill was 
drafted by the Board of Trade and in
troduced into the House of Assembly 
bv the Prime Minister personally. Sir 
Richard Squires explaini?.d, in intro-

ducing it that it was not a party 
measure. He pointed out that it was 
the enunciation of a poli::;y of stand
ardization of salt codfish for export, 
and he understood that n 'Jt only had 
leading members of the Government 
already declared themselves in favor 
of that policy, but that leading mem
bers of the Opposition had made sim
ilar declarations. The Prime ::\1inister 
expressed the hope that the Bill would 
receive the unanimous apr roval of the 
House. It did, with one exception only, 
uamely, the question as to the qualifi
cation of people to be exporter3 of 
salt cod fish. All agreed that persol!s 
carrying on a fish business in the 
regular way and possessing busines3 
premises should be regarded as ex
por-ters. Then there were a number 
o! small men and brokers who \Vere 
engaged in the purchase and sale of 
codfish and were exporters thereof. 
The original idea of the Board 'of 
Trade was that no person who could 
not export five thousand quintals an
I!ually should be allowed to export. 

I 

This was reduced in the Bill to 
twenty-five hun<lred. A number or 
members of the Government and Op
position felt that it should be further 
reduced to one thousand quintals. 
The majority of the members of the 
House, however, felt that the figure 
should be fixed at twenty-five hun
dred quintals and it was so arrang8u 
a~ a result of a majority vote in that 
Chamber. That was the only point ~m 
which there was not absolute unanim
ity in the House. I beg to move the 
second reading. 

The Bill passed second reading, and, 
on motion, was referred to a Com
mittee of the Whole Council. Hon. 
Mr. Davey in the Chair. 

HOK. ~IR. l'Ic~AJIARA said that, in 
b.is opinion, this was a very important 
Bill, and demanded weighty consider
ation. The present age was one of 
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stan::lardization and purity, and we 
would lose our markets if we did not 
adopt standardization in our fisheries. 
\Ve had already lost the Greek and 
Italian markets. This Bill appeared 
to be a good one, and demanded the 
full attention of the Council. The ex
porters appeared to be united, as all 

. their names were attached to the Bill. 
\Vhile he was speaking on salt fish, 
he would also deal with fresh fish. 
Anyone Yisiting our coves any morn
ing would readily see that the fish 
aisplayed for sale was not attra~

tively displayed. The fish was often 
laid out in an old wheelbarrow, often 
fifty years old, or on oars stretched 
across the cove. It was bad enough 
now. but it would be positively dis
gusting when the flies came. He knew 
that last year some tourists took a 
snapshot of the fishermen selling fish 
under conditions such as these, which 

• 
would probably be broadcasted all 
over the world. The Government or 
the :Municipality should erect a few 
stalls with running water in the coves, 
which they could let out to the fish
ermen, and so do away with our pres
ent ignorant and disgusting method of 
selling our fresh fish products. 

Referring to the clause contained in 
the Bill relating to fish b~ing exported 
to the United States and Canada with
out being graded, he said it might be 
all right to send it to Canada, because 
they practically grade the fish there 
in the same ·way. They have no such 
facilities in the United States, and 
there was a risk of its going out in bad 
condition, and he did not think we 
could afford to take that chance. He 
moved that tthe clause be deleted. 

JIOX. 3~R. JOB thought that the Bill 
had been pretty well thrashed out by 
the exporters themselves. . He did not 
think it was quite correct. as had been 
stated, that the Bill was drafted by the 
Board of Trade. To all intents and 

purposes he was in accord with the 
views of the exporters. It did seem 
ridiculous to exclude shipment to the 
Gnited States. and the same thing ap
plied to Canada. \vhile the whole 
idea 'vas good, the Bill was an im
practical one. Even if these two 
amendments were made, he did not be
lieYe it practicable to standardize all 
our fish. The main point about the Bill 
was that it rested with sixty percent 
of the trade. X othing could be done 
with the Bill unless sixty per cent of 
the trade were in favor of it, and for 
that reason he would not oppose the 
Bill. He did not see any objection to 
the amendment. It was perfectly 
true that it was possible some people 
might purchase for shipment to Italy 
or Spain or Greece certain fish, and 
that would go out in casks uninspected. 

HOX. MR. JIACPHERSOY felt that 
there was one point about the Amer
ican market, namely, that we were in 
proximity to the United States and 
Canada, and they could send agents 
and buyers down to pick up lots of 
fish that was not standardized; that 
would go out of ~ewfoundland un
graded, and it would be a case of 
"let the buyer beware." 

HON. CAPT. KEAX thought that 
Canada should be included as well as 
the L"nited States. 

HOX. l\IR. AYRE was inclined to let 
the Bill go through as it was. It had 
been thrashed out by the Committee, 
and it was a step in the right direc
tion. If alterations were advisable 
they could be made later. 

HOX. JIR. ::uc~AJIARA did not wish 
to be persistent. He thought Canada 
might be left in for this year. 

HOX. SIR TASKER COOK said h e 
could appreciate the honorable gen
tleman's point of view, but at the 
same time we had 2,300 miles of coast 
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line where fish is caught and to grade 
along that line would take an army of 
inspectors. When the Bill had been 
l 1 iscussed in the Executive he had got 
tbe fishery regulations from Iceland 
and Xorway and laid them before the 
Executive, and to carry out regulations 
of that sort here would need a good 
many inspectors. He would suggest 
to the Government that the clause be 
deleted. 

BOX. JI&. JicXAJIARA said his 
whole object in requiring the delet
ing of the clause was to improve the 
quality of our fish, and this section 
opened a loophole to let our own fish 
be shipped ungraded. The fish might 
easily go to Italy or Greece from New 
York. Things were so bad before that 
our fish was exported as "slop" fisil, 
which killed it for years. Again, the 
honorable gentleman stated he noticed 
the term "cullage." Cullage was fish 
'"'hich should not be allowed to be ex
ported. He was strong on the point 
cf deleting this clause. The Bill was 
8n honest attempt to improve our 
present conditions, and we should not 
leave any loophole whatever. He did 
not wish to be persistent, but would 
like the Council to be unanimous in 
having "United States" deleted from 
this section. 

On the motion being put, the amend
ment was carried. 

On the consideration of Section 13 
of the Bill, HON. CAPT. KEA~ stated 
that before the Section was passed 
hE move like to move an amendment, 
namely, that the Section be deleted. 
He had in his hand a message from 
six exporters in Grand Bank to the 
Fish Committee, as follows: 

"Grand Bank, 
lVIay 13th, 1931. 

To the Secretary Fish Committee, 
Board of Trade, 

St. John's. 

""'Ve believe Bill relating to 
Standardization salt fish now be
fore House to be necessary, but we 
believe Mr. Lake's local option 
clause makes it worthless and we 
are in favor of Bill according to copy 
received few days ago. 

S. HARRIS EXPORT CO., Ltd. 
WILLIAM FORSEY, 
S. PIERCEY 
S. TIBBO & SONS, 
J. B. FOOTE & SONS, Ltd., 
J. B. PATTEN SONS, Ltd. 

These six exporters stood by the 
criginal Bill. These exporters were 
the largest section of the fish mer
chants of the West Coast. Before 
dealing further with the point, the 
hcnorable speaker said he was going 
to make a few general remarks. This 
was not a perfect measure,, and in 
his opini@n, it was not a more perfect 
measure because the Committee of the 
Board of Trade could not get their 
-..vay. There will always be differences 
until the exporters are of one mind, 
and when they are of one mind, that 
will be the beginning of the end. It 
was natural for fish merchants to dif
fer-lawyers differ, doctors differ. In 
most cases laws are passed by major
iUes. The Board of Trade at present 
had a strength and a might which it 
never had before, and it could do more 
good than ever before. The trouble 
uith the Board of Trade was that its 
own members knocked it, but the 
hon. gentleman wished to pay his corn
r::!iments to the members of the Board 
of Trade who undertook this measure 
last January. As time went on, it 
seemed to him, that the Board would 
be the means of doing a great deal 
more good. A revival took place in 
the Board of Trade a few years ago, 
and since. then Messrs. Horwood, Wil
liams and Pratt, who had been presi
dents of the Board, all three live, in
dustrious young business men, have 
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carried on the good work. He did 
not know \Yhether the Bill came from 
Sir "'illiam Coaker or not. The Com
mittee of the Board of Trade had 
worked hard and had an energetic 
young man who was making his mark 
in his profession, l\Ir. Gushue, as ihpir 
legal adviser. Another thing he did 
not like was the clause on the third 
page which, first of all provided that 
nc man should go into the exporting 
business unless he was prepared to 
ship five thousand quintals of fish. 

That had been changed to two thou
sand five hundred, but had everyong 
forgotten all the men in the world 
who had commenced in a very small 
way and had risen to do good busi
ness? A fish exporter had come to 
him and said, "Captain Kean, you have 
to look after this when it comes to 
the House," and the exporter stated 
his own case, that he was shipping fish 
for four years before he had got u;i tu 
five thousand quintals, and had risen 
as high as forty thousand in one year. 

The question to be considered now 
was the desire of these men of Grand 
Bank to have that clause 13 deleted. 
The Bill provided for the standardiza
tion of our fish products. Was that 
not the same principle that provided 
the Pure Food law by which we are all 
gcverned. There was a day when v.e 
imported into this country ~o. 1 flour, 
Xo. 2 flour and Xo. 3 flour, and there 
was a little stopper in the head c.f 
every barrel so that we could get out 
the flour. and see what kind it wa::;. 

Since we have had the Pure Food 
laws was it not a fact that we cot1 1J 
buy one thousand barrels and every 
barrel would be alike. That should 
be the case with this Bill, but to en
act a clause such as Section 13 would 
ue to defeat the very purpose of the 
Bill, because where one part of the 
c..:ountry had to standardise the ft.sh. 
another part may not. That wo<tl ~ 
l eave us in as bad a condition as hav-

ing no Bill of this sort at all. He 
moved that Clause 13 be struck out, 
and that the other clauses be num
tered a ccordingly. 

HOX. JIR. illcXAJIARA agreed with 
l·J:e last speaker. Clause 13 was an 
objectionable clause, especially when 
the objection was backed up with sen
timents such as those in the telegram 
"·hich had been read. 

HOX. SIR T. COOK wished to point 
out to hon. members that if they de
leted this Clause, they put the Bill out 
of existence. What suited the north 
did not suit the south and ,vice versa, 
and this section gave every part of the 
Island a chance to do as it liked. If 
the Bill was objectionable to any part 
of the country, that part need not 
come under its scope. This was a 
chance to make a beginning-it may 
he a good beginning. We could not 
have too drastic legislation; everyone 
knew the result of that type of law. 
He hought it wise to try out the Bill 
a::. it was. 

HO:X. CAPT. KEA~ said it was quite 
true that what suited the north did 
not suit the south, but here were six 
principal exporters of the west coast 
saying that this did not suit them, 
~ nd he thought the Legislature should 
comply with their request. 

HOX. SIR T. COOK stated that, in 
any cases, the representatives of West 
Coast in the House were in favor of 
this section, and if this were cut out 
the whole Bill would be lost. 

HOX. :YR. JOB felt that this clause 
was a compromise. It was an absurd 
clause, and if the Bill were passed, 
it meant passing an absurd clause, 
but if it were deleted and the Bill lost 
we might be losing something of bene
fit. 

HOX. CAPT. KEAN replied that if 
the House of Assembly did not accept 
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the amendment, the result would be 
a deadlock, and there would be no Bill 
passed this session. 

HOX. SIR TASKER COOK suggest::d 
that, as the Bill allowed different a~c
ttions of the country to do as they 
wished, it would be better not to 
a mend the Bill. 

HOX JIR. ::UcXAJlARA said he would 
like to see the Section struck out. 
One honorable gentleman said the T?ill 
was ridiculous as it was, and it wm~!d 
Le indeed ridiculous with this sect:on 
in it. 

ROX. JIB. lII'"RPHY thought this 
important Bill should not be brought 
in at the last moment, because an 
amendment would mean a few more 
days for the Government to keep 1 he 
House open, we must lose the Bill. 

HOX. CAPT. KE.AX felt it was f3.t· 
better to kill the Bill and know its 
dE:ath than let it die slowly outside. 

On the amendment being put, it 
\\:as carried. The Committee rose ~ '1d 
ported the Bill having passed wi~11 

some amendments. It was then re·1J 
a third time, and ordered to be sent 
to the House of Assembly with a mes
si:..ge to the effect that the Counc.l 
had passed the same with some ame·1d 
men ts. 

ROX. SIR TASKER COOK m')vert 
the second reading of the Grenfell As
fociation Bill as follows: 

:.\fr. President, this is a private Bill. 
The International Grenfell Associa
tion asked for a grant of land on the 
Labrador. By an Act of Parliament 
passed some years ago the land could 
r.ot be granted other than by the Legis
lature, consequently this Bill has been 
introduced. The Bill as originally 
~ubmitted by the Association gave 
ttem the shore down to high water 
rr~ark, and also the banks of the 

$tream that flowed through the prop
erty. This was changed in the Housa 
of' Assembly and a reservation of two 
hundred feet from high water mark 
r::iade in favor of the public. Reser
vation of one hundred feet on each 
&jde of the stream and on the shore 
uf a pond included in the property 
'"ere also arranged for. The recitals 
of the Bill explain just what it is all 
about. Those recitals read as follows: 

"'Vhereas by the Act 18 GeorgeV, 
"Chapter 11, it is provided that 
"from and after the passing thereof 
"no grant of land on Labrador ex
"ceeding fifty acres shall be given 
"save by an Act of Legislature of 
"this Dominion; and Whereas the 
"International Grenfell Association, 
"an association incorporated under 
"the laws of Newfoundland and hav
.. ing its registered head offices in 
"the King George V Seamen's In
"stitute Building at St. John's, has 
"petitioned for a grant of land 
"situate at Cartwright and St. l.\1ary's 
"River, Labrador, and hereinafter 
"more particularly described, for 
·'the purpose of erecting thereon 
"a boarding 8chool and hospital; 
"And Whereas the Association in
"tends to expend at Cartwright and 
"vicinity the sum of $100,000 in the 
"construction of the said buildings 
"and in the clearing of land and the 

. "establishment of a supply of water; 
"And Whereas it appears expedient 
"to accede to the prayer of the said 
"petition, etc." 

l move the second reading of the Bill. 
The Bill was read a second time a:!l'-{ 

referred to a Committee of the V\Thole 
Council. The Committee reported the 
Bill passed without amendment, and 
it was read a third time, and ordered 
to be sent to the House of Assembly 
with a message that the Council had 
passed the same without amendment. 
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HON. SIR TASI{ER COOK moved 
the second reading of the Municipal 
Bill, as follows: 

:\Ir. President, the Bill as we have 
it before us here has had the unani
mous approval of the House of As
sembly. It was debated at length i:i 
that Chamber. All the sections and 
amendments of a controversial char
acter \Vere dropped. The Bill was a 
private Bill and went through its regu
lar stages. In its original form it was 
submitted to a select committee, was 
considered at great length and modi
ff ed to the form in which it now ap
pears. I beg to move its second read
ing. 

The Bill passed second reading, and 
was referred to a Committee of the 
\Vhole Coun0il. Hon. l\Ir. :\Hlley in the 
Chair. 

ROX. JIR. DA VEY wished informa
tion on the sections that were to be 
cut out of the l\Iunicipal Bill. 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK explain
eC: that this \vould give the Council a 
little more power, and do things that 
other Councils could not do, but it 
c!id not give any extra authority, such 
as raising of taxes. It did give au
thority to do more eftective work. 

HON. llIR. DA VEY objected to Sec
tion 28. Under that Section a Council 
could send an official who could de
mand a man's private papers. 

HON. THE PRESIDENT pointed out 
that owners of property lease land at 
a certain rental, and then tell the 
Council that they are receiving a low
~r rental; that occurred very frequent
ly when he was Mayor. Again, this 
Section was a protection to the owner, 
because the appraiser might value the 
land too highly. 

IIOX. MR. DAVEY said he did not 
press his objection. 

The Bill passed Committee stage 
v·it;!out amendment, was read a third 
ti.me and ordered to be sent to the 
House of Assembly with a message 
that the Council had passed the same 
without amendment. 

The Hon. the President informed 
the Council that he had received a 
rressage from the House of Assembly 
to the effect that they had passed the 
Bills 

"An Act to provide a National Flag 
fer Newfoundland and Colors to be 
worn by Vessels"; 

"An Act to Alter the Title of the 
Colonial Secretary"; 

"An Act Relating to the Department 
of External Affairs"; 

"An Act to Amend Chapter 216 of 
the Consolidated Statutes of New
foundland (Third Series) entitled 'Of 
the Employment of Men Engaged in 
Logging," and 

"An Act Respecting the Exportation 
of Marine Shells from Labrador and 
Islands Adjacent thereto," 

jn which they requested the concur
rence of tthe Legislative Council. 

On motion these Bills were sever
ally read a first time. 

Council then took recess until 3.30 
p.m. 

The Council resumed at 3.30 p.m. 
after recess. 

The Bill "An Act to Provide a Na
tional Flag for Newfoundland and 
Colours to be Worn by Vessels," was 
read a second time, and referred to a 
Committtee of the Whole Council. Hon. 
:,Ir. i\IcXamara in the Chair. The 
Committee rose and reported having 
passed the Bill without amendment. 
It was then read a third time, and 
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ordered to be sent to the House of 
Assembly with a message informing 
that body that this Council had passed 
the same without amendment. 

A Bill to alter the title of the Col
onial Secretary passed second read
ing, and was referred to a Commit
tee of the "\Vhole Council. Hon. Mr. 
Bartlett in the Chair. The Committe 
rose and reported having passed the 
Bill wit~out amendment. It was then 
read a third time. and a message was 
ordered to be sent to the House of As
sembly to that effect. 

In moving the second reading of the· 
Bill Relating to a Department of ex
ternal affairs, HOX. SIR TASKER 
COOK explained that that did not 
create any new office, but that some 
official would take over everything ap
pertaining to Imperial and foreign 
affairs. At the present time if we 
needed any information along these 
lines we had to secure it from Down
ing Street, and that was very unsatis
factory. 

The Bill passed second reading and 
Committee stage, (Hon. l.\Ir. O'Dea in 
the Chair) and was read a third time. 
It was ordered that the House of As
sembly be informed to that effect. 

ROX. SIR TASKER COOK moved 
the second reading of the Logging 
Bill, stating that it was very neces
sary legislation, had been thoroughly 
examined into by all parties connect
ed with logging, and had their ap
proval. 

ROX. ~IR. JOB considered it a 
dangerous piece of legislation to have 
the wages of employees specified, and 
asked if the employers were conver
sant with the Act. 

ROX. SIR TASKER COOK replied 
that several conferences had been 
held between contractors and men, 
and no protests had been made. 

The Bill was read a second time and 
rderred to a Committee of the \Vhole 
Council. Hon. ::.\'Ir. l\Iilley in the Chair. 

The Committte rose and reported the 
Eill passed without amendment. It 
·was then read a third time. passed. 
and it was ordered that a message be 
sent to tthe House of Assembly ac
quainting that body that the Council 
had passed the same without amend
ment. 

HOX. SIR TASKER COOK· moved 
the Second Reading of the Bill "An 
Aot Respecting the Expor~ation of 
l\Iarine Shells from Labrador and 
Islands Adjacent thereto." 

HON. MR. JicN AJIARA said that 
when this Bill was before the House 
two or three years ago he had been 
opposed to it, but this particular Bill 
was an entirely different one, as it 
gives a monopoly for three years only. 
He understood that before there was 
another company negotiating, but that 
com~a.ny has done nothing. As the 
matter stood, the Bill may be the 
means of some labour being given. 
and in any case the royalty amounted 
to $5,000. 

HON. ~IR. JOB said he supported 
the Bill, but it should have the same 
provisions to restrict operation as 
similar Bills. Freedom from taxation 
should not allow it to compete with 
other industries. 

The Bill passed Committee stage 
\\ithout amendment, and was read a 
third time. It was ordered that a l\Ies
sage be sent to the House of Assembly 
to that effect. 

HOX. CAPTIAN KEAN said i.hat in 
the morning he had moved as as 
amendment to the Salt Cod Fiish Bill 
that Section 13 be struck out. That 
Section itself was an amendment mov
ed by the l\'Iinister of 1\Iarine and 
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Fisheries in the House of Assembly, 
and he had understood that it had 
been carried by a small majority, but 
in that he had been wrong. There was 
grave doubt that if that amendment 
went, the Bill would be lost. There
fore, if it was possible to re-consider 
the matter and re-commit the Bill. 

HOX. JIR. JicX AJIARA stated be 
could not conscientiously vote against 
a Bill in the morning and Yote for it 
in the afternoon. The Section was 
just as objectionable then as it was 
earlier in the day. He would not with
draw his motion. He could not con
ceive how the Hon. member could 
change his mind in order to please a 
few politicians. If the members chang
ed their minds now, they would make 
themselves ridiculous before the 
world. 

The motion for re-committment of 
the Bill was carried, and the Bill re
ferred to a Committee of the Whole 
Council. 

HO:N. ~UR. JIILLEY read the mes
sage of protest from Burin and asked 
if no notice was to be taken of it; 
was the Bill to go through without 
a chance of seeing that these people 
get some kind of justice? 

HON. SIR TASKER COOK replied 
that Section 13 bad nothing whatever 
to do with the people who had sent 
the cable. The Section need n-0t be 
enforced in any district if the people 
were opposed to it; but if the clause 
were eliminated there would be no 

Standardization Bill; and another year 
would go by without anything being 
don,e in the matter. He knew what the 
west coast had suffered in the past. 
This was an experimental Bill and he 
advised giving it a trial rather than 
remaining another year without mak
ing an effort to do something in the 
matter. 

HON. JIR. BARTLETT thought it 
better to vote for the Bill with Section 
13 included rather 'ban lose the Bill 
altogether. Some Standardization was 
required for matters had been lax in 
the pa.st. It could be tried out for a 
year and if it did not work an im
prove.ment could be made in it next 
year. 

HON. CAPTAIN KEAN explained 
that he was not in the habit of chang
ing his mind every hour, but be had 
spoken in the morning under a mis
understanding; and he wished to take 
back what he had said. He understood 
that the motion of the l\Iinister of 
~Iarine and Fisheries was only car
ried by a majority of one and when 
the message came from Grand Bank 
he wa.s informed that if this Council 
turned it down it would be given an
Olther decision in the Lower House; 
which is not the case. After due con
sideration, and havLng received the 
best information he found it was quite 
legal to do what he had done. 

HON. JIR. ~le~ AJIARA could not 
see why the decision of the morning 
\Yas reversed. He referred to the re
gulations of the West Coast put 
through previously in this Council as 
being worse than the Bank Crash, and 
cbje-cted to coercion in the matter. 

HOX. SIR TASKER COOK said it 
was not the wish of anyone to coerce 
others; the districts were free to ac
cept or reject the measure, but it 
seemed a pity to put obstacles in the 
way when standardization was being 
looked for. 

HON. JIR. BARTLETT thought that 
probably the west coast did not know 
about this Section 13. They had the 
option to do as they wished regarding 
it. Standardization was a necessity 
and if this measure were wrong it 
could be altere·d next year. He did not 

• 
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consider it wise at this time to cut 
down the props from under it and 
have nothinig. 

HOX. :JIR. J OB said he was in favor 
of cancelling the clause in the morn
ing; and still considered it wrong. 
The clause was optional but if with
drawn the Bill was done. There can
not be standardization in one part of 
the country and not in another. 

HON. MR. AYRE, while recognizing 
the weakness of Clause 13, considered 
that it was better to have the Bill 
than nothing at all; for it was at least 
an attempt to bring about the 
Standardization which was badly 
needed. If the am-endment were passed 
the Bill would probably be lost, and 
as half a loaf was better than no 
bread, he felt that a first effort at 
Standardization should be made, and 
that from time to time the Act would 
be bettered. 

HON. JIR. MACPHERSON thought 
that all were of the opinion that at
tempts for Standardization were for 
the better. All k.new the disaster of a 

FRIDAY, Ma-y 15th, 1931. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Covn
cil met at 11.30 p.m. 

HON. THE PRESIDE~T informed 
the Council that the Lower House had 
passed the Council's amendments to 
the Shell Bill, and the Salt Cod Fish 
Bill. 

The Postal Telegraph Service Bill 
passed first and second reading and 
'Nas referred to a Committee of the 
\Vhole Council. Hon. Mr. Milley in 
the Chair. Committee rose and re
ported having passed the Bill without 
an amendment. It was then read a 
third time, and ordered to be sent to 
the House of Assembly with a mes
sage to the effect that the Council 
had passed the same without amend
ment. 

The Council then adjourned until 
2.30 p.m. in ordar that the Shops Bill, 
should it pass the Lower House, migLt 
be considered before prorogation at 
~ p.m. 

few years ago when too stringent re- The Council met after recess at 
gulations were enforced. 2.30 p.m. 

HO~. SIR M. G. WINTER stated he The minutes were read and the 
had voted against the Clause in the Council took recess. 
morning. If the Bill was likely to be 
1ost in case that Clause wero deleted, 
he was prepared to stand by it. It was 
better to have the Bill as it was than 
to have no Bill at all. 

Clause 13 passed Committee without 
amendment. 

The Committee rose and reported 
the Bill having passed "\\rith an amend
ment. It was then read a third time. 
passed, and ordered to be sent to the 
House of Assembly with a Message 
acquainting that Body that the Council 
had passed the same with an amend
ment. 

The Council then adjourned until 11 
a.m. Fi:iday, May 15th. 

• 

At 3 p.m. His Excellency Sir Jobr,. 
:Middleton, K.B.E., C.M.G., being seat
ed on the Throne, commanded th<:: 
Gentleman Usher of the Black ..tlod, 
through the Honorable the President 
cf the Legislative CouncH, to summon 
the members of the House of Assem
bly to the Bar of the Council, and they 
being there assembled, His Excellency 
,.,, as pleased to assent to the Bills 
r;assed during the session. His Ex·· 
cellency then made his Address fron1 
the Throne. After which the Honor
able the President of the Legislative 
Council, by command of His Ext!~li

ency the Governor, declared the Gen
eral Assembly prorogued. 
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