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The House met at 3:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

I would 1like at this stage to
welcome to the Visitor's Gallery a

former member of this hon. House,
John MclLennon.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

I would like to rule on a point of
order the Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Barry) raised in relation to
the unparliamentary language in
the resolution submitted by the
Premier last week. Where
unparliamentary lanquage is used
in the House, a member using the
offensive expressions is required
to. withdraw the expression. In

this case, however, the
unparliamentary language was
contained in the resolution. I
have ruled that because of the
unparliamentary language the

resolution could not be included
on the Order Paper and I refused
to put the motion to the House. It
was, in effect, treated as a
nullity and therefore in this

situation I do not think it
appropriate or necessary to
require the Premier to withdraw
the words included in the

resolution he gave notice of.

Under the Notice of Motion given
by the hon. the Premier yesterday
I rule the motion is in order and
it is printed on the Order Paper
today.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKRER:
About the ©point of privilege

raised by the hon. the Leader of
the Opposition, there is no prima
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facie case of breach of privilege.
But reviewing the comments in the
context of the debate, the member
for Burin - Placentia West (Mr.
Tobin) used unparliamentary
language in that he imputed bad or
unworthy motives on the part of
the hon. member for Mount Scio -
Bell 1Island (Mr. Barry) and he
said, in effect, "Mr. Speaker, the
day that I use this position as a
member of the House of Assembly
for Burin - Placentia West to
represent those constituents, then
charge them for that action, that
is the day, Mr. Speaker, that I
believe I am misusing the
privileges and rights of the
people who sent me here." To my
mind there is a clear imputation
there. I call on the hon. member
for Burin - Placentia West to
withdraw that imputation.

The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, exactly what you read
is what I said. At no place did I
refer or infer anything as it
relates to the Leader of the
Opposition. However, if that fact
is not parliamentary, I will
withdraw it.

Statements by Ministers

MR. RUSSELL:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEARER:
The hon. the Minister of Consumer
Affairs and Communications.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RUSSELL:
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
announce government's support for

No. 72 R3890



the development of commuhity
television productions using the
facilities of local cable systems.

Cable television
require that cable operators
reserve a channel, and provide
equipment for the use of the
operator, community groups and
individuals to produce and deliver
to the community television
programming about or of interest
to the community which the system
serves.

regulations

However, most of the community
channels have remained
underutilized, mainly because of a
lack of experience with television
production, but also because of a
lack of awareness of the community
channel itself.

A project has been initiated by
the Education Television Centre at

Memorial University, in
conjunction with my department,
which will provide cable
operators, and organizations

within the communities which they
serve, with Dbasic training in

television production. They will
be instructed in equipment
selection and use, and will be
introduced to production

techniques and concepts.

Workshops will be held in Happy
Valley - Goose Bay, Port Saunders,
the Winterton-Placentia area,
Grand Bank and Gander. Personnel
and equipment will be provided by
the Educational Television Centre

and government, through the
Communications Division of my
department, will provide funds for
the instructor's travel and
accommodation.

Mr. Speaker, while the financial
commitment is small, I see this
project as an important initial
effort in making available more
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local informational, educational
and entertainment television
programming to residents in the
Province.

Over the long term, Mr. Speaker,
the use of the community channel
can greatly increase the
availability of more meaningful,
locally-produced programming on
television. This project will
also provide an opportunity for
young Newfoundlanders wishing to
pursue a career in television to
take advantage of the free

training programme and exposure
which is available through the
community channel. The project
should result in greater

participation and awareness of
community affairs, as programming
reflecting the community becomes
available.

Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the Minister of Consumer Affairs
and Communications (Mr. Russell)
for giving me this statement in
advance so I could study it. I do
not see the necessity of bringing
this report forth in a Ministerial
Statement. I thought that he had
brought this up in debate pretty
well word for word just recently
in the House in debate on a cable
television problem.

I have to commend him on the fact

that it is a worthwhile project to
bring this programme forward as
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initiated by the Educational
Television with his department.
It is certainly necessary for this

Province to get more into
community development and
communication. It is also

necessary to spread it over
Labrador and over the areas of
Newfoundland so that people in all
parts of the Province can take

part in the training and in thé

development.

Certainly the development of local
or community programming could be
a very significant educational and
cultural contribution to the
Province. However, I am surprised
that the minister has taken so
long and is applying so little
into something so important as
this. He says here we are playing
a small part, but he should
realize that it is not a small
part we should play in development
of communication on the community
channels on this Island. We have
been too long without this. It is
a very  important part of our
educational system. It plays an
important part in communities
realizing more of their problems
and getting their problems across
the Island and across the Channel
much more quickly.

So I hope that this will certainly
be a start for the minister and
his department and instead of
playing a small part, they will go
to a much greater level in
developing this part of
communications.

Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the
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MR. BARRY:

I meant to start before we got
into Orders of the Day but the
minister was on his feet and I did
not want to interrupt him. I
wonder if the Premier, in the
absence of the Government House
Leader (Mr. Marshall), would give
an indication of whether a
unanimous resolution might go
forward of congratulations to the
new Premier of Quebec, Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of that
tremendous Liberal victory in that
Province yesterday?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:

And also, Mr. Speaker, I think it
is appropriate that a similar
message of congratulations go to
Mr. Joe Ghiz, soon to be the new
Liberal Premier of Prince Edward
Island -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:

- for tremendous victories in
those two by-elections in
districts which were formerly
Conservative strongholds, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I have already

congratulated the new Premier of
Quebec.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please! At this stage T
would 1like to welcome to the
gallery Mayor Blackmore and Deputy
Mayor Robert King from Windsor.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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Oral Questions

MR. BARRY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. BARRY:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask
the Premier whether government's
decision to try and close the
House in an unprecedented fashion
on Friday, before completing, Mr.
Speaker, the legislative agenda
which is before this House - it is
obvious that we will not get to
complete all of it - I wonder if
the Premier would indicate, Mr.
Speaker, whether his eagerness to
get out of the House might have
anything to do with a poll which
he recently had carried which
indicates that there is the same
surge of support for the Liberal
Party in this Province as we have
seen in Quebec and in Prince
Edward Island?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, back a couple of
months ago we took the
unprecedented step of trying to
outline to the Opposition ahead of
time the legislation that would be
available, and make it available
to the Opposition as quickly as we
could get it drafted, as well as
the legislation of the Accord.
The Opposition saw fit to spend
fifteen sitting days, twenty-one
days all told if you take in the
weekends, on one bill in the
House. I indicated early in the
Fall that we wanted to sit until
early December. We are keeping
our commitment to try to make the
House operate more efficiently,
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but the Opposition obviously are
not prepared to co-operate in that
and want to spend as long as they
deem it necessary talking and
repeating themselves over and over
again. In the same context,
bills go through the House of
Commons on twice as much money in
half the time, and it is just not
appropriate and Jjust not right
that the Opposition would spend
fifteen days on one bill knowing
in advance the number of bills
that we had. We had plenty of
time to take care of all the
legislation. As it relates to the
poll, I am sorry to inform the
Leader -of the Opposition that the
reverse of what is happening in
Quebec and PEI is happening here
from the poll that we have just
had completed.

MR. BARRY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the

Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. BARRY:
We would be delighted, Mr.
Speaker, to have the Premier table
that poll.

MR. TULK:
Yes, and test it.

MR. TOBIN:
Why do you not tell us about your
reception in Alberta?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. BARRY:

Mr. Speaker, I had a tremendous
reception in Alberta. I raised
more money for the Alberta Liberal
Party than I think has ever been
raised before in the history of
this country, probably more than
any single fund raising effort has
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ever raised for any
party.

political

Mr. Speaker, what I would like to
ask the Premier is will he not in
all fairness admit that over the
last five days in this House there
have been more bills passed than
in any similar five days in this
House, apart from the last day
when traditionally a great flood
of legislation takes ©place as
government tries to cut off
debate? The 1last five days, I
will ask the Premier to admit,
have seen complete co-operation on
the part of this Opposition to
make up for the incompetence of
the planning of members opposite.
They give us a list of legislation
which included the Accord, which
included other matters, and then
they do not come forward with the
legislation. Admit that you are
getting out of this House because
you are feeling the heat.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Is this a good example of the way
the House 1is going to operate?
The Leader of the Opposition gets
up on a supplementary, makes a
preamble and gives a speech when
he was supposed to ask a
supplementary which allows for
neither preamble nor debate. I
would ask for the protection ‘of
the Chair in the asking of
questions so that they confine
themselves to what the rules say
in Beauchesne and in the Standing
Orders.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I cannot help it
if the Leader of the Opposition is
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trying to make up for the fifteen
days that they spent on one bill.
He cannot now suddenly say that in
the last five days they
co-operated and therefore that is
supposed to make up for all the
incompetence on the part of the
Opposition for fifteen days on one
bill. I am very sorry if that is
the way the Leader of the
Opposition feels:—"Fifteen days on
one bill is unprecedented in
itself. Talking about five days on
co-operation, how about the
fifteen days when they did not
co-operate? Mr. Speaker, as for
raising money out in Alberta, I
think the Leader of the Opposition
would do well to make sure that
the Liberal Party of Newfoundland
has all its bills paid before he
goes to Alberta.

SOME HON.. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. BARRY:

I wonder would the Premier be
prepared to have the bills of his
party tabled? We will be happy,
Mr. Speaker, to table the bills
owing by this party if the Premier
opposite is prepared to do the
same. We are prepared to show our
financial position. Now 1let wus
see the Premier table his bills.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:
I might say, Mr. Speaker, that the
debate that took place in those

fifteen days was debate that was
badly needed. We got no answers.
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PREMIER PECKFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

The Leader of the Opposition 1is
debating, not asking a
supplementary question. I would
ask for the protection of the
Chair in the asking of questions
so that we can be consistent with
the rules of the House.

MR. BARRY:
That is a new
Speaker.

question, Mr.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, the point
is well taken. I would ask the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition
to pose his question.

MR. BARRY:

Mr. Speaker, the question I would
like to ask the Premier is: In
light of the fact that we now have
4 new Premier in Quebec, would the
Premier commit to arrange to meet,
at the earliest possible
opportunity, with Mr. Bourassa, to
start working on a resolution of
the Upper Churchill dispute and to
try and expedite further
development of hydro power in
Labrador? The Premier has promised
to do this for years and we have
yet to see any action taken by the
Premier. Jobs could be created by
starting a further hydro project
in Labrador. Will the Premier
commit to do this right away?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker, may I first respond
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to the other part of the Leader of
the Opposition’s comments? The
Leader of the Opposition has now
admitted that the Liberal Party of
Newfoundland has bills. I have no
such admission to make on behalf
of the P.C. Party of Newfoundland
and Labrador.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECRKFORD:

Number two, Mr. Speaker, I cannot
help it if they owe a whole bunch
of money and we do not. That is
not my problem, and it is not a
problem for this House. Mr.
Speaker, I have already taken
initiatives along the 1lines the
Leader of the Opposition has
mentioned. It  was done this
morning, boy.

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Bonavista
North.

MR. LUSH:

I have a question for the Minister
of Career Development and Advanced
Studies. I wonder if the minister
would confirm for the House that
this new circuitous method, this
new approach adopted by the
provincial and federal
governments, for whatever reasons,
for approving the applications for
the Canada Jobs Strategy Programme
is causing undue and unnecessary
delay and is resulting in utter
frustration by the thousands of
unemployed workers who are losing
their patience, Mr. Speaker,
waiting for the approval of these
projects?

MR. POWER:
Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. POWER:

The member 1is obviously either
unaware or misinformed as to what
is happening in Newfoundland this
Fall as it relates to job
creation. For the very first time
the Provincial Government of
Newfoundlnd and Labrador has put
money into job creation
programmes, in a Jjoint programme
with the federal government. The
first time we ever put $2 million
into a fishery response programme
was this Fall, 3,700 jobs have
been approved, Mr. Speaker, up to
last weekend by this government
and the federal government.

If that was not enough, Mr.
Speaker, we put $2 million into
student programmes for the Summer,
we also put $3.5 million into a
joint programme with the federal
government this Fall, for job
creation, from which over 1,300
jobs were approved by last Friday,
which is as early, if not earlier,
than we have ever had Canada
Works-type creation programmes
done in Newfoundland before. Up
to last Friday we had 5,000 jobs
approved in job creation works.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. POWER:

There was just about $19 million
approved up to 1last Friday, as
quickly and as efficiently as has
ever been done before. We have
had a problem, if you want, with
getting the things out as fast as
some people might have 1liked, but
it is our intention as a
government, in co-operation with
the federal government, +to have
programmes done, to approve the
very best projects, to approve
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them in communities where there is
a very urgent need. That we have
done, Mr. Speaker, and up to
Friday we had $19 million just
about spent, we have over 5,000
jobs created, and that 1is as
efficient as any government has
ever been in Newfoundland, or in
Canada, in response to that need.

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Bonavista
North.

MR. LUSH:

Would the minister not agree that
a system similar to the previous
system of a district-wide, a
constituency-wide committee
system, with representation from
councils and Rural Development
Associations, would be much more
effective, much more efficient
than the approach that we now
have, an approach that is
something like a baseball diamond,
where the applications come from
Manpower to the minister, back to
the federal minister, then back to
this Province again, a system that
takes at least a month if it is
done efficiently and effectively?
Would the minister not agree that
the present system is cumbersome,
awkward, and rings of political
interference, Mr. Speaker? Would
the minister not agree that some
sort of district-wide, unpartisan
committee system would be much
more effective and cause a lot
less delays than we have now?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, I teetotally, 100 per
cent disagree with the hon.
member. We have in this Province
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today at 1least two make~work
projects for persons in need. TIs
the member saying that we should
not have involved the Newfoundland
Fishermen, Food and Allied Workers
Union in identifying the
communities and the individuals
who had great need? We put the
Fishermen's — Union on that
committee to make sure that it was
not nonpartisan, to make sure it
went where there was need, to make
sure the communities and the
individuals who had urgent were
accommodated. We set up a very
unpartisan kind of committee with
the Fishermen's Union, an official
of my department and an official
of CEIC, and there was no
political interference. We tried
to do it as efficiently as we
could, and we did that, Mr.
Speaker. We identified the
communities, the individuals, and
then, not in the old Canada Works
kind of syndrome but in a new
system where there is training
components, we identified better
projects than have ever been
identified where both individuals
and communities were in need.

Now if the member is saying that
somehow or other that is partisan,
that is unjust, that is unfair,
then the member is certainly not
aware of what is happening in
rural Newfoundland with these
make-work projects.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Bonavista North.

MR. LUSH:
A final question, Mr. Speaker, to
the minister. Would the minister
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not admit to this House that he is
totally dissatisfied with this new
programme, the Canada Jobs
Strategy Programme, from stem to
stern, from top to bottom, that he
is completely dissatisfied with
it? More specifically, would the
minister indicate what steps he
has taken to eradicate the entry
requirement that says a person
must be wunemployed twenty-four
weeks out of the previous thirty?
Now, Mr. Speaker, what that means
is that people with more than six
weeks employment are not entitled
to work on this programme. We
have initiated a programme for one
group of people, fishermen, who
could not find enough stamps, but
we now have thousands of people
out there who are going to be

discriminated against by this
requirement. Is the minister
going to do something about this
terrible discrimination?

Thousands of people are not going
to be allowed to work on these
projects.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development.

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, I cannot believe that
all the members opposite and the
Liberal Party of Newfoundland are
that inconsistent in their view of
job creation in this Province.
When the Liberal Government was in
Ottawa, it was all, "Thank you
very much, Mr. Ottawa, for your
make-work Canada Works kind of
projects. You tell us exactly
what we need and we will take it
greatfully. Now that we as the
Government of Newfoundland have
decided to put $3.5 million into
the Canadian Jobs Strategy
Programme to have some say in
selecting programmes to make sure
there is a training element, now
that we put $2 million into the
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fishery response programmes and
have allowed representation of the
union, the federal government
representative, and our government
to be very non-partisan and select
the best projects in the
communities with +the most need,
somehow or other now we are said
to have done some injustice to the
workers in Newfoundland.

Last week, when I had a
ministerial statement that 5,000
less people were working in
October, 1984, <than in October,
1985, somehow or other that was
said to be a terrible ministerial
statement to make. The member
opposite got up and said that that
was just statistics, playing with
figures, the fact that we have
5,000 more people working this
year than last vyear. The fact
that up to last weekend we have
5,000 jobs approved, somehow or
other because we are involved as a
government and because the process
was a little bit slower, I suppose
we should do what the Liberal
Party opposite suggested and
removed our $7.5 million from job
creation this year and have 5,000
less people working. If that is
what members opposite want, we can
easily do it, Mr. Speaker.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, my question, the
same as Yyesterday's, is to the
Minister of Consumer Affairs and
Communications (Mr. Russell), but
today I have an even more serious
allegation against Newfoundland
Light and Power and its treatment
of the consumer. At one time
Newfoundland Light and Power took
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it to the point of sending out
letters to consumers who were in
arrears, but not going door to
door. Now they are going door to
door. I had a constituent call me
today-

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! The hon. member is
starting to make a speech.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, this 1is a very
serious matter. I have to explain
it in order to get the question
in. This is not something-

MR. PEACH:
The lights are on -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

If the member for Carbonear (Mr.
Peach) looked after his
constituents, we probably would
not have half of the problems out
there.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to have
the opportunity of presenting this
question to the Minister of
Consumer Affairs. 1Is the Minister
of Consumer Affairs now aware that
people from Newfoundland Light and
Power are going from door to door
and giving people seven days

notice to pay $300? Not $120,
which was the case for one
constituent yesterday. This

constituent has to pay $300 in
advance or his lights will be cut
in seven days. His total arrears
of $32 is paid up.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Shameful!
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MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Consumer
Affairs and Communications.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, I hope that the
information that the hon. the
member for ©Port de Grave (Mr.
Efford) has Jjust stated is a
little more accurate than the
information he portrayed in this
House yesterday, to which I shall
respond further down in this Order
Paper.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

It is unbelievable that the
Minister for Consumer Affairs and
Communications would come back
with an answer like that. I can
assure the Minister of Consumer
Affairs and Communications that
what I am stating is accurate. If
needs be, I will bring the people
into this gallery and let you
stand up and say that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. YOUNG:
Go to Shearstown, boy. People are
looking for you in Shearstown. I
have three letters from
Shearstown.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:
You would not know how to read a
letter if you got one.

MR. SPEAKRER:
Order, please!
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MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, the second part of
the question concerns another case
where a consumer with a light bill
of $242 got the same notice from
Newfoundland Light and Power,
"Seven days to cut-off.® His two
week allotment from Social
Services, as he has a heart
condition, is $221. Would the
Minister of Consumer Affairs and
Communications tell me how +this
consumer can afford to pay this?
At what time is the minister going
to make sure that consumers have
some protection against the
harassment of Newfoundland Light
and Power?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Consumer
Affairs and Communications.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, yesterday when the
member posed a similar question
pertaining to Newfoundland Light
and Power, at that point in time I
said I would obtain some
information and get back to the
hon. member, which I eventually
will in Answers to Questions. Then
I think the whole matter of the
procedure of how Newfoundland
Light and Power contacts persons
who are in arrears will be made
very clear and the information
will be a little more accurately
portrayed than the member did in
this House yesterday.

MR. DINN:
And he knows the difference, too.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Port de Grave.

MR. EFFORD:
I have a letter here where this
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gentleman presented his case to
the Department of Social Services
and they told him to go to the
local representative. He went to
the local representative and was
turned down.

MR. SIMMS:
That is a hypothetical case.

MR. EFFORD:

This is a hypothetical case. I
would like to ask the Minister of
Consumer Affairs where he is
getting his information from,
because these are facts. I ask
the minister again, will he do
something to protect consumers
being continually harassed by
Newfoundland Light and Power?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Consumer
Affairs.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, if the House gives
leave, I will give the answer now
to the question the hon. member
posed yesterday, which
clarify the procedure.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
By leave!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No, no!

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

My question is to the Minister of
Career Development and Advanced
Studies who, I might say, has a
completely different tune today
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should .

than he had on television 1last
night. We saw, Mr. Speaker,
twenty-four hours after the hunger
strike began at Branch the project
was approved. This would suggest
that we are into a crisis
management situation where
government is reacting rather than
leading. My question to the hon.
minister, Mr. Speaker, 1is what
action has the minister taken, or
what action does the minister
intend to take to discourage an
outburst of hunger strikes across
this Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, if there is one place
we could find an opportunity for
job creation is as a researcher
for the Liberal caucus. Obviously
Rex is getting too busy with his
conflict of interest questions
because he has not been very
accurate in the research he has
done. People in Branch went on a
hunger strike on November 25.
There was an application signed -
very provable, very documented -
November 21. I, on behalf of this
government, signed an application
approving a project for Branch
four days before they went on a
hunger strike. Now, somehow or
other, Mr. Speaker, as smart as I
am, I did not foresee, four days
prior, that they were going to go
on a hunger strike in Branch, and
somehow or other I approved the
application because there was
going to be a hunger strike. We
are not involved in crisis
management, we are involved in job
creation. We have $44 million to
spend and in the next three or
four months we are going to spend
it. We have already created 5000
jobs and there are many more
thousands to come, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

My question is for the Minister of
Justice (Ms. Verge). The ground
search and rescue team in my
district have made representation
to me over the last couple of
days. They are extremely worried
about plans that have been put in
train by the Department of Justice
to change the responsibility for
the ground search and rescue teams
from the Emergency Measures
Organization over to local police
forces. I understand this
information is as yet not public,
but they wish to express in the
strongest possible way their
concern over this loss of
autonomy. My Gquestion to the
minister is what is going on with
the ground search and rescue teams
and what plans does your
department have for them?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MS VERGE:

Mr. Speaker, the Department of
Justice has recently reiterated
the responsibilities for ground
search and rescue to be that of
the police, so that in our
Province the two police forces,
the RCMP and the RNC, will
undertake more vigorously than
ever the recruitment and
leadership for volunteer teams in
various regions of the Province.
This is being done co-operatively
with the Emergency Measures
Organization, which is alseo part
of the Department of Justice, the
two police forces, which report to
the Department of Justice, and the
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volunteer teams which are in
existence in several communities
around the Province. As I
understand it this arrangement is
satisfactory to the volunteers, to
the members of the ground search
and rescue teams, and it is being
done "~ to streamline the
organization so that in the event
of an emergency, in the event of a
person being missing or lost and a
rescue effort having to be
mounted, that rescue effort can be
commenced as quickly as possible,
in the most efficient way
possible, with simple 1lines of
authority and reporting
responsibilities, and with no
duplication of effort.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

I am afraid I find the information
from the minister that these teams
have consented +to +this change
quite remarkable since we have not
been able to find any of the teams
who knew prior to Friday that this
change was occurring at all. As a
matter of fact, our information is
that several -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member is now making a
speech.

MR. FENWICK:

My question to the minister is,
considering that the teams
themselves know nothing about this
and have not been consulted, will
the Minister of Justice (Ms.
Verge) inform her Deputy Minister
and others responsible for this to
immediately start consultations
with these teams to find out their
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opinion on it? They are quite
worried about the whole situation.

MS VERGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MS VERGE:

Mr. Speaker, that has already been
done. I have been assured by
officials in my department that
the two police forces in the
Province are in the process of
conducting discussions with their
respective voluntary ground search
and rescue teams.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the hon. the Premier, if I could
get his attention, and it relates
to the free trade issue. I
realize there are going to be, as
he indicated yesterday, some
ongoing discussions over the next
sixty of ninety days. I wonder if
the Premier would indicate whether
it is the position of his
government that the provincial
Government of Newfoundland ought
to have a veto in matters relating
to free trade? He realizes that
this subject has tremendous
ramifications for this Province,
so would he wundertake to the
House, commit to the House to seek
such a veto? -

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.
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PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, we are into very
sensitive negotiations with the
other provinces and the federal
government over the actual action
plan which will be put in place at
it relates to these negotiations,
so I would not like to say very
much publicly on it wuntil such
time as those negotiations have
been completed.

We had two or three fairly
productive private sessions
between the Premiers and the Prime
Minister in Halifax. It was
thought at that time that we did
not have the time to go through
all the matters in the two days we
had, because they were only
private session in Dbetween the
public sessions, so that we will
be, then, putting our position
forward in those meetings over the
next ninety days. But I would
not like to prejudice those
meetings or prejudice our position
in indicating where we are as it
relates to the role that this
Province or any other province
should play in the ongoing
negotiatiomns, but rather wait
until such time as I put that
position on behalf of the Province
in those talks between the Prime
Minister and the other Premiers.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

I thank the Premier for his

answer. Two of the Premiers, I
believe Premiers Peterson and
Pawley - certainly one was Premier
Peterson - indicated in the press
immediately after the Halifax
meeting that it was their

understanding that the Prime
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Minister had aqreed to such a
veto. Is that the understanding
of the Premier here?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Well, Mr. Speaker, I have listened
to some of the comments of some of
the Premiers. I think Mr. Peterson
and Mr. Getty are saying that
there is an understanding that the
First Ministers, which will
involve, therefore the Premiers
and the Prime Minister as a group,
will be the final group who will
approve or disapprove various
positions put forward in the
proposals and counter-proposals
that will ensue once negotiations
start. That is a different thing
than saying that each individual
province has a veto on anything
that might affect that province.

I do not know what Mr. Pawley
actually said but I heard that
what Mr. Getty and Mr. Peterson
said was that the First Ministers
would be the group in the final
analysis who would decide upon
what next negotiating position
they would take until you got down
to the end of the rocad and then
decide whether  you had an
agreement or whether you did not.
That is somewhat different than
saying that each individual
province has a veto in the spheres
of activity that would affect that
province. But it has to be
refined a bit more clearly in that
ninety day period because
obviously coming out of the
meeting there is some disagreement
as to what the final decision was.

MR. SIMMONS:
A final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
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the member for Fortune - Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the
remarks the Premier made in his
initial answer about the delicacy
of the situation and so on. I
wonder, though, taking that into
account, could he indicate to the
House whether he feels that an
effective veto would be required
to protect our interests as a
Province?

MR. SPEAKRER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Once again the member is asking in
another way what I have already
responded to in the initial
question that was asked. I do not
berate the member for asking the
question. All I am saying is that
I would not want, at this point in
time, on behalf of the Province to
indicate what position we are
taking. It is a very sensitive
thing. The whole issue of the
free trade negotiations is a very,
very important piece of business
for Canada as it is for each one
of the individual units, namely
the provinces. So I would not like
to say, at this point in time,
just exactly what our position
will be in these ongoing
negotiations. Suffice it to say
that obviously I believe there has
to be a significant role for the
provinces in the ongoing
negotiations. The degree to which
the Province will go in that will
be determined at the table with
the other First Ministers.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for Oral Questions has
now elapsed.
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Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Section
26.1 of the Pinancial
Administration Act, I wish to
table <copies of an Order in
Council relating to the
precommitment of funds.

Notices of Motion

MS VERGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MS VERGE:

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I
will on tomorrow ask leave to
introduce a bill entitled "An Act
To Amend The Queen's Counsel Act".

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

MR. YOUNG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
The hon. the Minister of Public
Works.

MR. YOUNG:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to table
the answer to a question asked
verbally by the hon. the member
for St. Barbe (Mr. Furey) and
Question No. 27 asked by the hon.
the member for Port de Grave (Mr.
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Efford).

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forest
Resources and Lands.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I want to table an
answer to Question No. 32 asked by
the member for Stephenville (Mr.

K. Aylward), concerning the Cold
Brook access road.

MR. RUSSELL:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Consumer
Affairs and Communications.

MR. RUSSELL:

The hon. the member for Port de
Grave (Mr. Efford) posed a
question to me yesterday
pertaining to what he said was a
new policy of Newfoundland Light
and Power in charging customers a
$120 hook-up fee if there had been
some problem with their arrears.
I would 1like to provide the
following information with regard
to that policy or that question:

Information was obtained by my
deputy minister and I today, in
consultation with the legal
counsel for Newfoundland Light and
Power. The policy is as follows:
1) In cases where power has been
disconnected, a reconnection fee
of $15 is charged, if reconnection
is done during normal working
hours;

2) If reconnection 1is effected
after normal working hours, a fee

of $30 is charged;

3) In cases where domestic
customers receive cutoff notices
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on three or more occasions during
a twelve month period, the Public
Utilities Board has authorized
Newfoundland Light and Power to
require a security deposit of $120
from the customer. A  cutoff
notice is issued by Newfoundland
Light and Power when the customer
is in arrears on the current bill
after the discount date, as well
as 30 per cent in arrears on the
previous billing.

This security deposit is required
to be returned to the consumer
with interest after one year if
the customer has not been in
default in payments during that
period.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Hear, hear!

MR. RUSSELL:

In the specific case referred to
by the hon. member, the individual
received seven cutoff notices in a
nine month period due to
consistent arrears in payment of
monthly bills, Such being the
case, Newfoundland Light and Power
is authorized under authority
provided by the Public Utilities
Board to require a $120 security
deposit from the customer in
setting up a new service account
at a new domestic location.

Further, Mr. Speaker, in
discussion with Newfoundland Light

and Power today, they advised me
that the hon. the member for Port

de Grave (Mr. Efford) was made
aware of this information
yesterday before he came into the
House and I submit, Mr. Speaker,
that he misled this House and
misled the consumers of this
Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. EFFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please! A point of order,
the hon. the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I can tell the
Minister of Consumer Affairs and
Communications (Mr. Russell) one
fact. I did not mislead this
House yesterday, and he has proven
another fact to me, the Public
Utilities Board is nothing but a
rubber stamp.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker, this particular
constituent said that he received -

MR. TOBIN:
What is the point of order, Mr.
Speaker?

MR. EFFORD:

The point of order is concerning
constituents who received seven
cut~off notices. This constituent
who received seven cut-off notices

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I would ask the hon. member to
come to his point of order.

MR. EFFORD:

I am, Mr. Speaker. The
constituent received seven cut-off
notices and he proved it to the
Newfoundland Light and Power that
he did not and he was not in
arrears. This gentleman had to
pay $120, and the situation is if
he cannot afford to pay the $120,
where is he going to get the money
to pay his light bill?
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MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please! I would ask the
hon. member to address the Chair
and then he would see that I was

standing. There is no point of
order. We are now on Answers to
Questions.
MR. BARRY:

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
On a point of order, the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. BARRY:

The so-called Minister of Consumer
Affairs, who has done nothing to
protect the consumers of this
Province, got up and said that the
member for Port de Grave (Mr.
Efford) misled this House. The
member for Port de Grave got up
and set out that if there is
anybody misleading this House, it
is the minister. The member