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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
MR. SPEAKER (Reid): Order, please!
Admit strangers.

Before we start this session of the House that’s a
little unusual, 1 know, the Clerk of the House has
provided us with some information in advance
of the reconvening today. This guidance material
is developed in consultation with the latest
public health measures and advice from the chief
medical officer. In terms of the Chambers,
we’ve revised the configuration of the House to
allow for more physical distancing between
Members.

In addition to the revised configuration, the chief
medical officer recommends the use of non-
medical masks by Members and House officials
when moving around the Chamber and other
areas of the precinct, such as the caucus rooms,
washrooms and offices in the area. They are not
required while Members are sitting in the
Chamber or when they are speaking in the
Chamber but when they move about the
Chamber, people should be wearing a mask.

In her approval of the Chamber configuration,
the chief medical officer also stated the
following: | would like to reinforce that the
safety of the six feet of separation only applies
when talking is happening at a normal volume
and force. If there is shouting or singing — we
don’t have too much singing here, but if there’s
shouting, then droplets can travel further, so we
must encourage MHAs to keep their volume at a
normal conversational level and use their
microphones as much as possible.

I also recommend staying seated to speak if at
all possible, as the tendency to move around
when standing could narrow the six-foot
distance. These issues are small compared to the
space issues, but we want to set the best example
possible.

So that’s from the chief medical officer. Based
on the advice, Members will need to first stand
to be recognized and then when they’re
recognized, immediately sit down and speak
while sitting down, as I’m doing now. A
temporary change in the Standing Orders to
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accommodate this has been drafted and will
require approval in the House today.

In order to minimize to the extent possible the
number of persons physically present, we don’t
have any Pages on duty today. Bottled water is
provided, and should you require more water or
other things, you can indicate to the Sergeant-at-
Arms.

Access to the Chamber: To reduce the contact
points in the House, the doors of the Chamber
will be left open while Members are in sitting so
we don’t have to touch the doorknobs to open
the doors. If you require someone to drop
something off to the House, get something to
you in the House, you should bring it to the
Clerk’s office and the Clerk’s office will arrange
to get the material into the House.

Members should also note, as | said before,
moving around all the precincts of the House,
which includes the hallways and the caucus
rooms and offices, people are asked to wear a
non-medical mask, when moving around. And
other precautions have been taken in relation to
the number of people in an elevator, washrooms
and things like that.

So you all should have this information prior to
the House opening and if you require any further
information on this, you should talk to the Clerk
of the House. | just want to make you aware of
those things before we start today’s session.

The hon. the Government House Leader.

MS. COADY': Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Thank you for clarifying those —

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible.)

MS. COADY': Oops, I’m the first one to break
the rule.

MR. SPEAKER: It’s going to take some time
to get used to.

MS. COADY: | haven’t made the motion yet.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for recognizing me. |
see that there are 40 Members in today’s sitting,
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and it’s wonderful to have everyone here and
everyone back.

Mr. Speaker, I give notice, and seconded by the
Minister of Transportation and Works and
Deputy Government House Leader, to move the
following motion: That for the period of the
sitting of this House from June 9 to June 18
inclusive, this House will sit in accordance with
the times prescribed in Standing Order 9(1)
except that the House will not sit on Wednesday
morning on June 10, 2020, or June 17, 2020;
that for the purpose of this sitting of the House,
the Speaker’s gallery and the public gallery shall
be considered to be part of the Chamber of this
House; that notwithstanding any Standing Order
to the contrary, a Member may be recognized by
the Speaker from any place in which they are
sitting in the Chamber; and that notwithstanding
any Standing Order to the contrary, a Member
shall stand to be recognized by the Speaker but
shall speak in debate from a seated position in
accordance with the recommendations of the
chief medical officer of Health.

Mr. Speaker, | ask leave for this motion to be
debated today.

MR. SPEAKER: We have received a copy of
this motion in advance and it is in order.

Does the Member have leave of the House to
introduce this motion now?

AN HON. MEMBER: Leave.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Government
House Leader.

MS. COADY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| appreciate the leave of the House to debate this
motion.

Mr. Speaker, these are the requirements because
of the pandemic in which we find ourselves in. It
is good to have Members back in the House of
Assembly in full force today, Mr. Speaker, but
we are still on Alert Level 3. We have consulted
with the chief medical officer and we have
protocols in place to ensure that we can indeed
progress the House of Assembly, including
having Members sit in the public galleries, in the
Speaker’s galleries, having Members recognized
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from any place in which they are sitting, and, of
course, Mr. Speaker, debating from a seated
position which is new to this House as well.

As well, Mr. Speaker, we have delayed the
House sittings on Wednesday mornings to allow
for the All-Party Committee on the pandemic to
meet, and, of course, going into the afternoon
sessions for the public press conferences that are
held, of course, multiple times during the week.
So allowing that opportunity to discuss
pandemic-related and economic-related issues.

So, Mr. Speaker, I’m glad | have leave for this
today and that we are able to progress the House
of Assembly. I ask all Members to support this
motion so that we can indeed do the people’s
work in this House; albeit in a modified manner,
but still getting the work done that needs to be
done in this House of Assembly and for
accountability to be held as well.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Opposition
House Leader.

MR. BRAZIL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

It’s indeed an honour, and | know | can speak on
behalf of definitely our Members of our caucus
here in the PC and our Leader, but | would think
all Members of the House of Assembly, to be
back in doing the work for the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador and those people
who elected us.

As the Government House Leader has noted, it’s
a very unique time that we find ourselves in,
something that nobody could have ever
imagined when they put their name forward to
be elected, nor would | suspect the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador ever expected this
is how they would have to do their day-to-day
operations and how we, as parliamentarians,
would have to represent them in addressing
legislation and the laws and the policies that
operate this great province of ours.

We’ve come a long way in the last — less than
three months. I recall the first meeting of the
joint party committee to look at the pandemic
health emergency and how that would unfold,
and the decisions that had to be made in the best
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interest of the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador. We collaboratively worked together.

There are times when discussions can’t take
place immediately. There are times when some
information gets shared that wasn’t shared with
everybody else, unfortunately. There are times
when there are different entities that can’t be, at
a moment’s notice, engaged in the process, but
it’s never meant to be deliberate. 1t’s meant to be
a collaborative approach, and working in a very
unique situation, in unique times with unique
challenges, we’ve all worked together to try to
find the best way to make things happen.

In this House alone we have four direct entities.
We have the government, we have the Official
Opposition, we have the Third Party and we
have our independents. There are approaches to
try to engage all of them around the decision-
making process and having input. At the end of
the day, certain decisions have to be made to
move things forward. If not, we’ll be at a
stalemate forever and a day. Things have to
happen. The people deserve work that’s
necessary to improve their lives to continue, and
for us to get beyond this and get back to some
sense of normality.

What we’re endeavouring to do this week is to
do that. There have been pieces of legislation,
for those who may not know, that has been on
the docket from March when we recessed the
House, and we only recessed the House, not
because people didn’t want to do the work that
they had been elected to do, but because the
pandemic was the immediate necessary situation
that we had to deal with.

We’ve since been able to come back on a couple
of occasions to deal with emergency-related
things, and that’s due to the co-operation of the
Members in this House. Also, | have to note the
staff. They’ve had to work diligently around
certain protocols, abilities to redefine their roles
and to work within unique situations to make
this happen. We’ve managed to get to that point
to ensure that the rules, regulations, the policies
and the ability to be able to provide services for
people of Newfoundland and Labrador didn’t
get hindered because we couldn’t operate in the
same standard process that we had in the past.
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What we’re trying to endeavour here is to get
back to some sense of normality. For the people
who may not know it, there was a Committee
struck of virtual parliament that we wanted to
look at, because nobody had any idea — and still
have no idea — how long this may go. We’re
hoping that because of the great work of the
people of Newfoundland and Labrador, that
we’ve managed to squash the curve, but we want
to ensure that we’re ready for whatever happens,
to be able to keep the needs of the people
forefront when it comes to responsibility we
have as parliamentarians.

We’ve been working through a virtual
parliament Committee process. All four entities
have input to that to ensure we have a process
that moves forward. Part of that debate was
finding the best mechanism in the quickest
period of time to ensure as many
parliamentarians as possible, but in this case all
— because while you can talk virtual, we know
the virtual parliament process can work but it’s
not as efficient. It’s not the same collaborative
approach. It’s not the same interaction as you
have if you’re sitting in the people’s House and
having that debate. We’ve managed to work
through co-operation between all the entities, the
staff, the House of Assembly and all the
government officials to make this happen.

I’m proud to say that we were part of a
collaborative approach here to get everybody
here. We have one of our key government
Members who’s volunteered to sit in the gallery,
who’s still apt to do their job and answer
questions, so there’s collaboration. We’ve had
other Members who have agreed to sit in the
Speaker’s gallery. We’ve had Members agree to
all kinds of restrictions. That’s a testament to
what we do first and foremost, and that’s to
represent the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador.

Will we still have an opportunity over the next
seven days to debate the question? Maybe even
to banter a little bit about policy and operations.
No doubt, but that’s what people expect us to do.
At the end of the day they expect us to get into
the House, deal with what’s necessary, get
answers to questions and move towards moving
the best processes and policies forward so that
we move beyond the COVID emergency and get
back to doing our day-to-day activities.
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We’ve come a long way in a short period of
time. We’ve come a long way because the
people of Newfoundland and Labrador
supported what we did and we’ve come a long
way because, as parliamentarians, we also
supported each other.

I’m looking forward to the debate. We have four
pieces of legislation that may not change the
world, but they’re important to the industries
that they’re relevant to and we need them to
move that forward. No doubt we’ll get back to
normality, if it’s in September or if it’s back in
our fall sitting in October or whenever it is,
hopefully as normal as possible. But this is
bringing everybody together to find the best way
to do what we were elected to do, and that’s
serve the people of Newfoundland and Labrador.

Mr. Speaker, I’m looking forward to a good
dialogue; good, open debate; good question and
answers; and an opportunity to sign off on some
legislation for the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Member for St.
John’s Centre.

MR. J. DINN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Certainly, 1 will echo the sentiments of the
Government and Opposition House Leaders.
This is, indeed, certainly an exercise in
collaboration and co-operation. We may not
agree on certain issues, but on this we’ve all
come to the agreement that we do need to get
back to the House.

Certainly, if someone had said to me that a year
ago, when | first got elected, that | figured that
was going to be the biggest change in my life,
serving as an MHA; nobody said about serving
during Snowmageddon or during COVID-19, a
pandemic, so it’s been a learning exercise in so
many ways. Certainly, throughout this process I
would like to say that there has been an awful lot
of communication between our party, our
Members and other ministers in dealing with
issues. It’s been very open. There has been a real
attempt, while the House is not in session, to
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work through problems, and to get questions
answered and to get business done.

And that’s been evident in the Joint Public
Health Response Committee that really began
almost immediately following the March — my
God, it seems like an eternity ago, but in the
middle of March. At that time, to be honest, this
was something unprecedented. How do we deal
with this, deal with the fear, the anxiety that was
out there? The Joint Public Health Response
Committee was dealing with ways of how do we
deal with the — almost like an emergency
situation — emerging needs as they came out.

Certainly, as it went on and as we, indeed,
successfully flattened the curve, a lot of other
questions came up, namely about how do we
live with COVID-19. Well, this is living with
COVID-19 right now. There is no going back to
normal — or whatever normal was — until a
vaccine is developed. So if at that time we’re
still looking for ways of how do we carry on
with the business of society, the business of this
House in a way that protects people, not only
ourselves, but also for the people who do the
lion’s share of the work for us in many ways, the
people behind the scenes, the executive
assistants, the constituency assistants, the
secretaries, the support staff, you name it, how
do we make it safe for all people to do that work
and also tend to the needs of the people in this
province who depend on us.

Certainly, as being part of the Select Committee
on how to get the House of Assembly up and
running, there was a — I join with the Opposition
House Leader in thanking certainly the staff,
because they’ve done yeoman service in getting
us the information, doing the research necessary
to make some key decisions. At first, it was
about whether we were going to have a virtual
House of Assembly — and we’ve explored those
possibilities and we’ll have them in place if need
be, but there was a clear attempt as to how to
make a physical House of Assembly work in the
COVID-19 world. This is what you see here.

This is not the first iteration, either. This is
multiple iterations and the logistics in terms of
wiring, getting the proper airflow. It seems
pretty self-evident, but it takes a bit of work to
get this physical set-up so that we can carry on
the work that the people expect us to carry out.
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There will be glitches; 1I’m sure of that. | think
the fact that we’re here, we’re going to do our
level best to make this work, says something
about, irrespective of political differences, we
are committed to serving the people and to
debating the issues and to make sure that these
pieces of legislation get through and that the
people who depend on them are served.

Without any further comments, | will leave it at
that and say that | look forward to seeing how
this new House of Assembly works and |
suspect that if it needs to be refined and
improved, that’s what we’ll be doing. So it’s an
opportunity here for all of us to participate, to
try it on for size and to give feedback to the
Speaker, to Members of the Select Committee to
see how we can improve this for everyone.

Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Member for
Humber - Bay of Islands.

MR. JOYCE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and
welcome back everybody and, of course, to you
and the staff also for all the work.

Mr. Speaker, there has been a couple of times
mentioned here of collaboration. I have to say
that |1 don’t know about the Member for Mount
Pearl - Southlands, but we haven’t been
involved with any of the meetings on COVID,
so the information I get is on VOCM.

There is a new era here of independents in the
House. | commend the Premier, the Minister of
Health and Dr. Fitzgerald for the work they did
— | said it here publicly and I’ll say it again — but
there are issues that we must raise.

The first | heard that Wednesday mornings were
going to be cancelled was yesterday when | got
an email from the Government House Leader.
Of course, in the spirit of co-operation, | wrote
back and said | have concerns expressed to me
from people in the district. Mr. Speaker, people
from your own district have contacted me on
some issues and I’ll raise them now in a second.

| wrote the Government House Leader back and
said, can we get two extra questions a week,
myself and the independent, so that we can raise
these issues and it was flatly no. So this idea of
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co-operation may work with the three parties but
not with the independents, | have to say that.

These aren’t going to be gotcha questions. This
IS too important what’s happening in our
province. Every question I asked the minister on
the opposite side, | gave him a copy of the
question. | want answers. | want results. | don’t
want to embarrass anybody in this House — you
get results. Mr. Speaker, that is one of the
concerns that | had that we tried to get questions
raised, because | do have a lot of concerns from
people out my way — a lot of concerns. This is
the only avenue | have, this House of Assembly,
to get them raised.

To be fair, Dr. Haggie, there was some — when
the last session was in | gave Dr. Haggie some
concerns. He did look into the concerns, so |
have to be fair that when you see Dr. Haggie
face to face, he will do what he can to help out. |
have to put that on the record. This is the
opportunity, Mr. Speaker, for us and | know me
— the only opportunity I have to raise the
concerns of the people that are giving me
concerns.

I commend everybody for working through this.
This session — just to let everybody know, this is
the way we should be trying to work together,
everybody. | agree and | remember bringing this
up in the last debate of how we can handle
having everybody in here: use the Speaker’s
gallery and use the gallery. I brought that up in
the last debate of what we should do. | wrote and
said here’s what we should do. Here we are
today.

So, Mr. Speaker, some of the concerns | have — |
just got an email today from this person who’s a
cardiac patient waiting for surgery and can’t get
in; in bed and can’t get out. Because his heart is
so bad he can’t get out.

How can we find some way in this House — what
ideas can we give to open up for health care?
That’s the big thing for me. It’s the big thing I’'m
hearing, Mr. Speaker, is health care. There has
to be a way that we can do it. | don’t know the
answers, I’m not a professional, but if we got in
this House of Assembly — what is it the
professionals will need for it.
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There’s another lady who contacted me a month
ago about her husband waiting for surgery, and
can’t get in for surgery. There’s a lady | spoke to
on Monday morning, her mother is waiting for a
hip replacement and can’t get it done. They told
her mother to sit down, because if she falls we
can’t visit you. What are we doing? Why can’t
we discuss that this in this House?

We’re bringing in four pieces of legislation,
which is important to people — which is
important. Some of them, | believe, were already
in this House of Assembly. We debated some of
them already in this House, but don’t you think
that somewhere in health care we have to try to
bring up that we can resolve in this House, that
we can bring forward. | get to ask four
guestions, myself — two questions each, so we
can bring it to — even answers for them. There is
anxiety out there.

There is one person | know finally getting in this
Thursday; gone blind in one eye, just after
beating cancer. There has to be a way that we
can help in this House, and the only way for us
to do it is to debate in this House and see what
solutions we can give.

The email | got back is that we want to extend
Question Period; yet, we can’t ask questions
about these major concerns — major concerns.

This is my issue about this idea of collaboration.
If you’re going to collaborate, we have to
collaborate with everybody, because | tell you
the health care issues, that I’m sure a lot of
Members in this House are receiving, are also in
Humber - Bay of Islands and it is also in Mount
Pearl — Southlands. So this is not confined in
one area, we all have them.

The only avenue we have to bring it up is in this
House of Assembly, either through debate or
Question Period. Then when you’re denied the
opportunity to ask questions for some reason,
which you weren’t even involved in the
discussion in the first place, to ask two
questions, four questions a week, an extra three
minutes on Wednesdays, and you can’t do it;
yet, we’re going to lose five hours of debate.
One of the reasons given is you want to get
ready for the COVID briefing.
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The Premier of this province, nine chances out
of 10, won’t be in here Wednesday. He
shouldn’t be. The Premier of the province
should not be here Wednesday mornings if
we’re debating issues. That’s not a knock on the
Premier, that’s not a knock whatsoever, but if
we have concerns that we want to raise about
health care, we should have the opportunity
somewhere. If you’re going to take five hours
off debate, let us ask the questions in the House
of Assembly so at least the people know that it’s
going to be brought to the people’s attention.
That’s all.

If there’s an opportunity that we all can help out
in some way, what do they need to help with the
health care issues? What can we do? This is the
biggest issue | have, this is the biggest issue:
how can we open up for surgeries? There are
people home in bed and won’t leave because
they’re scared of their heart. One is waiting for a
pacemaker; contacted a pacemaker, hardly can
walk now. This is what we need to do somehow.

I’m pleading to the House of Assembly, if
there’s any way we can bring something into the
House that we can discuss or give us answers of
what we can do in this House or the reasons why
it can’t be done or what do the health care
providers need to do this here, I’ll be more than

happy.

This is no knock on anybody whatsoever,
because | said it publicly. This has hit all of us.
This is new to all of us, but I can tell you there
are a lot of people out there suffering, people are
suffering, people with anxiety, people with heart
conditions, people who are sick, who are losing
their eye, people who can’t walk because they’re
scared if they go in hospital they can’t be
visited. These are real concerns.

I’m asking the House for some way that we can
raise these issues, because I can assure you the
four pieces of legislation that we have, Mr.
Speaker, you can’t bring it up. You can’t bring
these up in the four pieces of legislation. You
can’t do it.

So | just had to raise that as part of my duty as
the MHA and the concerns that I’m hearing, but
I will find a way to get them raised, | can assure
you.
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Member for
Mount Pearl - Southlands.

MR. LANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I want to echo a number of the remarks that my
colleague from Humber - Bay of Islands has
made. We talk about collaboration; | can
remember, even after the last election,
everybody stood up in this House talking about
the people have spoken. The people have said
we need true collaboration, we need all
Members working together. That’s what
everybody said.

Before | go down that road, | do want to, as
well, acknowledge the fact | understand that we
are in unprecedented times, and | respect that. |
absolutely do want to co-operate, and I’ve said
that time and time again. | also want to point
out, in fairness, there have been a couple of
ministers in particular that | will single out.

I have no problem singling out the Minister of
Education. | have to say that I had issues, a
number of issues — whether it be with child care,
whether it be issues around schools and so on —
and he has been nothing short of fantastic. |
don’t want to give him a swelled head now, but
it’s true; he has — and his executive assistant.
I’ve told him that; I’ve told her that. They have
been very co-operative.

I have had — not as many — a few issues as well
that went to the Department of AES, and | give
the Minister of AES full marks, and his
executive assistant, in getting back to me on
things. They have been great.

The Minister of Health, | have to say his
executive assistant has been absolutely fantastic.
She really has. They have been doing these daily
meetings with all of our CAs and stuff. | know
my CA participates pretty much daily on these
update meetings on COVID-19 and what’s
happening and what they’re doing and answers
to questions. We appreciate that, and it’s great
information.

But it’s pretty sad when I’m getting information
from my CA. I’m the Member. She’s getting a
daily update and a briefing of everything that’s
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going on and questions about this and that and
everything else. She’s coming to me and saying,
do you have any questions you would like me to
ask, instead of the other way around. It’s crazy
when you think about it. I’m the elected member
and | have to go to my CA to get her to ask
questions at some meeting. I’m the one who’s
elected.

We’re having these so-called daily All-Party
Committee meetings, as the Member for
Humber - Bay of Islands has said, and we’re not
included at all. We’re getting our information
from VOCM. We’re listening to the Premier and
Dr. Fitzgerald and we’re having no input, no say
on nothing. That’s where we’re finding out our
information, and we’re talking about
collaboration and co-operation.

The Opposition House Leader was talking about
the four entities working together. We have
three entities working together. Now, albeit on
the virtual Committee, | will give credit there.
On the virtual Committee, on the virtual
Parliament, the independent Members were
invited to participate. | participated and |
appreciate that. I really do. I will go back to the
Member for Humber - Bay of Island to let him
know what’s on the go and if he has any
questions or any input, then | will bring it
forward on his behalf. That’s what we’ve tried to
do.

But when it comes to COVID-19 and all these
meetings everyone is having every morning to
update everything that’s going on and now
you’re talking about the economy and
everything else, and here we are. I’'m
representing a group of people who decided they
wanted independent representation, and so is the
Member for Humber - Bay of Islands. Somehow
we’re like outcasts or something. We don’t have
any input, we don’t have any say, and we don’t
get the information. I have to find out from
Paddy Daly or something what’s on the go. It’s
wrong, Mr. Speaker. It’s absolutely wrong.

So in terms of this particular motion, | want to
sort of go to another aspect of this particular
motion. This motion, one part in particular, is
talking about not having the House of Assembly
open on Wednesdays in the morning. We’re
going to forgo that because of the All-Party
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Committee, which we’re not part of, is going to
have their daily discussion.

Well, first of all, they’re having daily
discussions, as we say. So they’re all meeting
four days a week anyway. I’m not sure if one
morning, one meeting is going to be a major
issue. And even if it is, the Premier is part of that
and the couple of Members on the Opposition
and one of the Members of the NDP or whoever
IS on it, sure they can have their meeting. That
doesn’t mean that the House can’t still operate.
That doesn’t mean that the House can’t be open
on Wednesdays. We’re all in here anyway. The
people are already incurring the cost, the
expense to have the House open and bring all the
Members in, whether we sit on Wednesday
morning or we don’t sit Wednesday morning. So
I see no reason why we can’t be open on
Wednesday morning.

On Wednesday morning — | would take it a step
further — we should have an opportunity through
the format of Address in Reply or whatever that
format is going to be to allow Members to be
able to stand up in this House and talk about
issues that are important to them and important
to the people of their district. Like the Member
for Humber - Bay of Islands just said, you’ve
got people here with major concerns over health
care.

I’m getting all kinds of calls, Mr. Speaker, and
emails and Facebook messages and everything
else from people about health care — people who
are waiting for procedures that at the time were
considered non-emergency, now they’ve shifted
into emergency. Imagine being told three
months ago or four months ago that you’ve got
some kind of a growth or something going on in
your body, something growing and you don’t
know what it is and you’re waiting to find out
and you’re worried to death. Or you need
bloodwork or you need this type of diagnostic
work done. Imagine if you’ve got a bad heart, as
the Member just said, and now all of a sudden
you can’t get out of bed and everything is on
hold.

These are important issues, Mr. Speaker, that we
need to be talking about and debating, finding
out. I mean, it’s one thing to say we’re going to
have a gradual return to health care services, but
if everything went back to normal now, in terms
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of our health care system, even at the best of
times there were significant wait times for
certain procedures.

So how do we play catch-up? How do we deal
with the backlog? What’s the plan for that? Do
we need to extend the hours of clinics and
hospitals, do tests in the nighttime, open on the
weekends? | don’t know. Are those the types of
things that we need to consider doing? If
somebody is waiting for a particular test here in
St. John’s and it’s going to take a month to get it
done, for argument’s sake, is there an
opportunity to say to that person, listen, you can
go out and get that test done in Carbonear or you
can get it done out in Burin if you’re willing to
drive there to get it done, because we’re not at
full capacity at that facility as an example. These
are the types of things, Mr. Speaker.

There are people who are really concerned about
how the K to 12 went this year, in terms of did
their children really get the instruction that they
required. That’s no knock against teachers or
anybody else, but it’s just the reality of the
situation we’re in. There are a lot of parents
worried about what happens next year. What’s
that going to look like?

Mr. Speaker, there are tons of issues. There are
issues with daycare. A lot of people are
contacting me lately about daycare. 1’ll be
touching base with the minister on that one
again; he knows, 1I’m sure, the issues. There are
a lot of concerns over daycare only being able to
open — and they can only fit about 50 per cent of
what they had before. How are they supposed to
operate that way? Who are going to get the spots
when people are trying to get back to work and
everything else? There are all kinds of things
that we need to be talking about and we need to
be debating.

If we go forward with this particular way that
we’re going to go forward now, we’re going to
hav